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resolutions  by 29, 36, 42, 54,  58,  65, 

70, 103, 134, 147, 152,210,215,  467,  482 
eulogy  on  Dr.  Linn,  deceased,  of  Missouri, 28 
eulogy  on  the  character  of  Judge  Porter,  of 

Louisiana,  deceased.. 225 

remarks  concerning  the'title  to  the  Pea  Patch 

lsland.„ 59 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  purchase  of  certain 
copies  of  Greenhow's  History  of  Oregon, 

Ac 299,300 

remarks  on  Mr.  McDuffie's  tariff  bill 438, 

446, 455,  456,  462,  463 

remarks  on  the  postage  bill. 589 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  recharter  the  District 

banks 616 

remarks  concerning  the  settlement  of  the  Ore- 
gon question 677 

remarks  on  his  bill  for  the  annexation  ^f  Tex- 
as  699,  706,  74«! 

remarks  on  his  proposition  to  amend  the  Con- 
^lotion  touching  the  election  of  electors  of 
President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 

States 738 

Berrien,  John  M.,  a  Senator  from  Georgia...l,5, 
22,  35,  48,  G5, 70, 71,  94, 120, 128, 134, 151, 
162,  180,  210,  216,  234,  235,237,  243,  2.53, 
255,  258,  279,  292,  328,  334,  343, 354,  359, 
367,  377,  392,  397,  398,  404,  426, 430,  446, 
450,  461,  467,  482,509,  610,  631,641,  651, 
655,  660,  679,  682,  690,  695,  705,715,  719, 
720,  721,  722,  723,  731,  733,  737,  738,  740 

resolutions  bv 250 

remarks  on  tnc  bill  providing  for  the  election 

of  electors  of  President  and  Vice  President 

00  the  same  day  throughout  the  United  States, 

727,  728,  729 

remarks  concerning  an  appropriation  to  defray 

the  expenses  of  the  National  In8titute....721 

remarks  on  Mr.  McDuffie's  tariff  bill 186, 

276,  510,  512 
remarks  in  reply  to  Mr.  Colquitt  on  the  reso- 
lutions of  Georgia  approving  his  political 

course 221 

Vmarks  on  the  bill  to  restore  the  fine  imposed 
on  General  Jackson  at  New  Orleans 273 


Berrien,  John  M.,  a  Senator  from  Qeoi^ia— 
Continued, 
remarks  on  the  biH  to  increase  the  salary  of  the 
district  judge  of  the  eighth  judicial  circuit  of 

Tennessee 4^5 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  print  the  report 

of  the  retrenchment  committee 738 

remarks  on  the  question  of  receiving  the  aboli- 
tion anti-annexation  petitions 690,  691 

remarks  on  the  subject  of  naturalization... .705 

remarks  on  the  bill  making  appropriation  to 

satisfy  expenditures  of  money  ill^Uy  made 

by  the  Departments 733 

Bills  and  joint  resolutions,  introduced  on  leave,  22, 
35,  37,  42,  48, 54. 58,  74, 79, 99, 103, 119.  • 
124, 128, 134, 147, 176,  180, 204, 210. 235. 
249, 280, 299, 304, 307,  334, 359, 367, 374. 
385,  404,  413,  425,  431,  482,  492, 516, 546. 
553, 569, 589,  614,  631,  635, 640,  685,  737 

reported; 42,  58,  65,  93,  103, 119,  124, 

128. 147. 151, 156,  168,  175, 180, 192, 193, 
204,  210, 215, 243,  249,  256, 273, 279, 286, 
298,  304,  307,  212,  318,  327, 330, 334, 342, 
347,  348,  354,  359,  367,  373, 374, 377, 384, 
385, 392,  396,  397,  403,  404, 413, 414, 419. 
425,  430,  438,  446,  453,  461, 467, 478, 482, 
487,  510,  516,  524,  536,  540, 546, 560, 569, 
573,  589,  610,  614,  620,  624. 638, 631, 636, 
640,  642,  643,  647,  668,  673, 678, 679, 681,' 
682,  697,  705,  706,  713,  719,  727,  736,  737 

passed 136,  156,  276,  280,  292,  305. 

307,  308,  919,  335,  354, 355, 360, 363, 385. 
392,  431,  461,  479,  488,  489, 492, 524, 540. 
560,  561,  590, 597,  598,  610,  620. 635,  £28. 
636,  642,  643,  652,  655;  659,  660,  662,  666, 
669,  670,  672,  673,  676,  682,  636,  694,  706, 
713,  714,  715,  733,  736,  739,  740,  743,  746 
Blair  &.  Rives  voted  for  as  Printers  to  Senate...9 

Blannerhasset ,  Hamar,  memorial  of. 134 

Bonds — see  CoUeclon  qflht  ciutonu. 

Books,  exchange  of— see  Minuter  ofjuttict;  Ort- 

fim. 
Bossier,  Hon.  Peter  E.,  late  Representative  from 

Louisiana,  death  of,  announced 585 

Boundary — see  Missouri;  Ohio. 

Breese,  Sidney,  a  Senator  from  Illinois 1. 

3,  32,  37,  48,  54,  70.  74,  84,  93,  119, 124, 
128,  129,  147,  156,  158,  180,  230,  231, 
279,  305,  330,  342,  347,  355, 367, 384, 385, 
391,  393,  396,  399,  413,  437,  442,  445,  IS3, 
461,  467,  484,  487,  488,  489,  492,  497,  500, 
524,  535,  560,  568,  594,  606, 611, 624, 635, 
628,  629,  631,  633,  635,  647, 651, 659,  663, 
669, 679,  713',  714,  727,  731,  736,  737,  746 

.    credentials  of. 3 

resolutions  by 33, 

36,  42,  54,  58,  70,  75,  103,  134,  151,  210, 

215,  333,  231,  461,  603,  659,  663,  737 

eulogy  ou  the  character  of  Judge  McRoberU, 

deceased,  of  Illinois • 33 

remarks  concerning  the  sale  of  certain  lead 

lands 746 

remarks  on  the  resolution  directing  notice  to  be 
given  for  the  termination  of  tlie  treaty  stipu- 
lation allowing  the  joint  occupancy  of  Ore- 
gon  335,  336 

remarks  concerning  the  improvement  of  the 

navigation  of  western  waters 317,  396 

remarks  on  his  resolution  of  instruction  to  the 
Judiciary  Committee  concerning  the  law  pun- 
ishing defalcations 151 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  establishing  a  naval  de- 
pot and  dock-yard  at  Memphis,  Tennessee, 
493,  493,  494,  518,  536 

remarks  on  the  postage  bill 541,  543,  547 

remarks  on  the  bill  giving  the  assent  of  the 
United  States  to  Illinois  10  tax  lands,  660,-663 
Brinkerhoff,  Henrr  R.,  late  Representative  from  . 

Ohio,  death  of,  announced 619 

British  presumption  touching  the  slave  trade  in 

the  United  States 713,  737 

Buchanan,  James,  a  Senator  from  Pennsylvania, 
1,  2,  13,  23,  37.  58,  93,  99,  103, 119,  120, 
124,  125.  129, 147,  151,  162, 175, 180, 181, 
185,  203,  210,  215,  230,  231,  242,  243,249, 
279,  291,  298,  304,  313,  319,  327,334,336, 
347,  355,  363,  367,  374.  377,  378,  379,380, 
381,  384,  385,  403.^04,  405.  406,  407,  413, 
425,  430,  445,  467,  478.  482.487.  489,  492, 
497,  509,  516,  524,  530.  535.  543.  546,  560, 
561,568,573,581,589,597,619,624,629. 
631,  635,  643.  647.  656.  662,  668,  669,670, 
676,  677,  679,  697,  704,  707,  708,  714,715, 
719,  721,  733,  737,  731,  732,  733,  739,  745 
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Buclinnan,  James,  a  ScnaWt  from  Pennsylva- 
nia— Coniintud. 

credentials  of 2 

resolutions  by 347,  706 

remarks  on  the  report  of  the  retrenchment  com- 
mittee  737 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  remission  of  duties  on 
railroad  iron 669 

remarks  concerning  the  title  to  the  Pea  Patch 
Island 58,  59 

remarks  on  Mr.  McDuffiii's  larilTbill 165 

remarks  on  the  resolution  directing  notice  to  be 
given  for  the  termination  of  the  treaty  stipu- 
lation allowing  the  joint  occupancy  of  Ore- 
gon  195,  196, 

377,  380.  381,  407,  416,  420,  .421,  422,  423 

.'  remorks  on  liie  proposition' for  the  purchase  of 

certain  copies  of  Greenhow's  History  of 

Or«gon,  &c 299,  300,  554 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  recbarter  the  District 
banks ..304, 615,  616,  624 

remarks  on  the  bill  making  compensation  to 
pension  agents 305,306 

eulogy  on  the  character  of  H.  Prick,  deceased, 
late  a  Rcprescntutivc  from  Pennsylvania,  346 

remarks  on  the  postage  bill 433, 

467,  543,  547.  548,  556.  560,  574,  581,  582 

remarks  on  tlie  Cumberland  road  bill,  489,500 

_  remarks  on   the  bill   providing  indemnity  to 

officers  and  seamen  who  lost  their  property 

by  the  wreck  of  United  States  vessels  of 

war ; 499 

remarks  touching  the  propriety  of  the  inquiry 
into  the  mental  qualifications  of  lion  John 
M.  Niles,  a  Senator  from  Connecticut...,593 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  election  of  electors 
of  President  and  Vice  President  on  the  same 
day  throughout  the  United  States 729 

remarks  on  a  petition  concerning  the  naturali- 
zation laws 675,  677,  697,  704,  705 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  remission  of  duties 
on  railroad  iron 707,  708 

remarks  on  the  lleeside  claim 715 

remarks  concerning  an  appropriation  to  defray 
the  expenses  of  the  National  lnslitutc...721 

letter  of  correction 647 

Burnell,  Barker,  a  neprcsentativc  from  Massa- 
chusetts, death  of,  announced,  and  eulogy 

on  his  character , 36 

Busts  of  the  Prcaideuts — sec  Poatrs. 

C. 

Canals— see  Pnlts  of  St.  Mary;  Wahash  and  Erie; 
Indiana;  Chetapeake  and  Okio. 

Capital  punishment,  resolution  concerning  the 
abolition  of. 517 

Census,  Compendium  of  Sixth — see  MUn,  Thot. 

Chaplain,  election  of. ^.....23 

pay  of 741,  746 

Cliargfs  to  Belgium  and  Sardinia,  concerning np- 
propriaiioiis  for  salaries  to  the 720 

Cherokee  claims,  concerning 176 

joint  resolution  for  the  relief  of  certain,  under 
Cherokee  treaty  of  1836 706,  714 

Chesapeake  and  Ohiocanal,  joint  resolution  pro- 
viding for  the  transfer  to  the  State  of  Mary- 
land of  the  stock  held  by  (he  United  State,i 

•  in  the 231,  249,  319,  330,  335 

bill  confirming  and  assenting  to  nn  act  of  the 

Legislature  of  Virginia  further  to  amend  the 

act  respecting  the 396,  468,  479 

Choate,  Ilufus,  a  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts  1,  18,  37,  41,  42,  99, 

103,  119,  124,  134,  175,  279,  299, 305, 327, 
346,  347,  348,  359,  380,  408,  4G4,  487,  500, 
510,  517,  524,  535,  540,  553,  597,  614,  631, 
632,  647,  069,  670,  674,  679,  691, 694, 697. 
704,  715,  718,  720,  721,  727,  731,  745,  746 

•  resolution  by 385 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  thcrelief  of  the  widows  I 

and  orphans  of  officers  and  seamen  who  lost  I 
their  property  on  board  the  schooner  Gram-  '■ 
pus 614,  615.  625  ] 

remarks  on  the  bill  making  indemnity  in  officers  { 
and  seamen  who  lost  their  property  by  wreck  i 
of  United  States  vessels  of  war,  498, 573,  606 

remarks  on  the  resolution  directing  notice  to 
be  given  for  the  termination  of  the  provision 
of  llie  treaty  allowing  the  joint  occupancy  of 
Oregon 314,  320.  321.  415,  420 

remarks  on  Mr.  McDuffic's  larifT  bill 464, 

530,531,536,673 

remarks  on  the  bill  concerning  naval  pen- 
sions  668,  669 


Cincinnati,  bill  to  transfer  the  names  of  pension- 
ers from  the  agencies  in  Kentucky  to  the 

agency  at 373,  643,  682 

Civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation  bill 697, 

713,  719,  720,  727,  739,  740,  741 

Claims,  the  Committee  on .'.22 

bills  reported  from 204, 

249,  286,  304,  377,  433,  446,  478, 
540,  546,  589,  594,  620,  705, 713,736 

adverse  reports  from ....58, 

103,  231,  235,  256,  279.  403,  438, 

478,  487,  497,  530, 546,  705,  727,  736 

bill  to  provide  for  satisfaction  of,arisiiig  under 

the  fourteenth  and  nineteenth  articles  of  the 

treaty  of  Dancing  Rabbit  Creek 119,  124 

joint  resolution  providing  for  satisfaction  of, 

under  Cherokee  treaty  of  1835-36... 706,  714 

(See  Land  Claima;  Florida;  Granti;  Cherokee.) 

bill  supplementary  to  the  act  authorizing  Uie 

Secretary  of  State  to  lic^uidate  certain,  therein 

mentioned, passed  April  18,  1814 714 

Clayton,  Thomas,  a   SenAor  from   Delaware, 

1,  84,  129,  134.  151,  180,  210,  242. 

280,  381,  478,  509,  530.  589,  594,  597 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  election  of  electors 

of  President  and  Vice  President  on  the  same 

day  throu(;lioMt  the  United  Stales.. ..728,  729 

Clerks,  in  the  War  Department,  joint  resolution  to 

continue  two,  &c 642,  706 

in  Treasury  Department,  joint  resolution  au- 
thorizing transfer  of,  &c 685 

Collection  district,  bill  creating  a,  in  Maine,  and 
constituting  Bangor  a  port  of  entry  and  clear- 

once 719,741 

bill  to  repeal  an  act-to  annex  certain,  and  reg- 
ulating others,  &.c 279,  6S2 

bill  relating  to  certain,  and  for  other  purposes, 

467,  669,  670 
bill  to  establish  a  new,  in  the  Territory  of 

Florida 482,553 

bill  to  establish  a,  in  the  port  of  Chicago. ..719 
Collectors  of  the  customs,  bill  to  repeal  the  law 
which  allows,  three  months  to  give  bond  and 
security  for  the  faithful  discbartre  of  the  du- 
ties of  their  office 279,  632,  636 

resolution  concerning 243 

Colquitt,  Walter  S.,  a  Senator  from  Georgia...!, 
2,  103,  151,  343,  513,  631 

credentials  of 3 

resolutions  by 38 

eulogy  on  tlie  character  of  John  Millcn,  de- 
ceased, late  a  Representative  from  Geor- 
gia  38 

remarJis  on  the  resolutions  of  the  Legislature 
of  Georgia,  approving  the  course  of  his  col- 
league, Mr.  Ik-rrien 330,  333 

remarks  ort  Mr.  McDuffie's  tariff  bill 517 

Colt's  sub-marine   battery,  concerning  experi- 
ments with 415,  419 

Commerce,  the  Committee  on ...223,  560 

diaclmrged 737 

resolutions  of  instruction  to 243. 

385,  461,  643,  659 

bills  reported  from 93, 128,  243,  279, 

384,  404,  413,  438,  467,  482,  510, 540,546, 
560,  573,  610,  620,  647,  678,  686,  691,  719 

adverse  reports  from 54, 

119,  249,  367,  384,  492,  510,  668,  682,  719 
•(Sec  Piracy.) 

Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings,  report  of  the, 
of  the  lots  owned  by  the  United  States  in  the 

city  of  Washington,  &c 119,  481 

Commissions  to  attorneys  or  agents,  bill  to  au- 
thorize the  payment  of  equitable,  to  persons 
in  whose  favor  awards  have  been  paid  into 
the  Treasury,  and  retained  there  for  debts 
due  the  United  State8........249,  307,  632,  636 

Committee-  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 

States .'....5 

Committees,  standing,  power  given  to  appoint 

the 5 

announced 23 

Compensation,  extra,  to  the  clerks,  messengers. 

pages,  and  officers  of  the  Senate 719,  727 

of  messengers  raised 741,  746 

Compromise  acts — see  Tariff". 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  Benton's 
proposition  to  amend   the,  concerning  the 
election  of  President  and  Vice  President  of 

the  United  States 714,  738 

(See  Judges  of  United  Stales  eo\trt$.) 
Consular  csAblishment  of  the  United  States,  bill 

to  remodel  the 99,  307,  620 

Consuls,  rctiolutiun  concerning 176,185,193 


Contractors  with  the  GoTsrnment,  bill  to  afibri 

relief  to  certain,  therein  described. ..180,328, 

334,  335,  348,  355 

Convention  between  the  United  States  and  the 

Republic  of  Peru,  bill  for  carrying  into  effect 

the 746 

Conveyances — sec  Dialrict  of  Columbia. 
Copper  rock  of  Lake  Superior,  bill  concerning 

the 478,672,673 

Corporeal  punishment — .see  Aory, 
Courts — see  Feet  of  officers. 
bill  toomend  the  act  changing  the  time  of  hold- 
ing the  circuit  and  district,  of  ihe  Slate  of 

Ohio 124,  128,  279,  304,  426,  431 

bill  to  change  the  time  ofholding  the  circuit,  in 

the  western  district  of  Virginia 193, 

304,  235,  258,  276, 

bill  altering  the  place  of  holding  the  district,  of 

the  United  States  for  New  Jersey ...377,  660, 

bill  changing  the  time  of  holding  the  spring' 

.  term  of  the  district,  for  the  eastern  district 

of  Virginia,  and  the  circuit  court  of  the 

United  States  for  the  fifth  judicial  circuit  of 

Alabama 479 

Criminals,  fugitive,  resolution  directing  the  Presi- 
dent  to  give  ncitice  for  the  germination  of  the 
tenth  article  of  the  Ashbiirlon  treaty  for  the 

surrender  of. 210,  215,  308,  318 

Crittenden,  John  J.,  a  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky  1,  2,  35,  36,  48,  54,  65, 

75,84,99, 119, 120,  151,  180,204,215,243, 
307,  354, 355, 367,  384,  385,  398,  399,  400, 
403,  419,  432,  448,  450,  454,  455,  456,  463, 
467,  468.  484, 488,  497,  516,  530,  545,  546, 
653,  556,  560,  5G1,  573,  589,  590,  6115,  614, 
619,  620, 633,  636,  647,  665,  667,  67^1,  676, 
678,  679, 682,  683,  686,  691,  692.  706,  707, 
719,  720,  721,  727,  73U,  731,  733,  736,  746 

credentials  of. 3 

resolution  by 415 

remarks  on  the  death  of  Dr.  Linn «!9 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  recharter  the.  District 

banks 634 

remarks  on  the  resolution  directing  notice  to  be 
given  for  the  termination  of  the  treaty  stipu- 
ratioii  allowing  the  joint  occupancy  of  Oregon 

Territory .....381,423 

remarks  ou  th«  Cumberland  road  bill,  489,  500 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  abolisli  the  office  of  So- 
licitor of  the  General  Land  Office....63e,  629 
remarks  on  the  propriety  of  investigating  the 
mental  qualification  of  Hon.  John  M.  Nilea 

as  Senator  from  Connecticut 593,  594 

remarks  on  the  subject  of  the  tariff. 516 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  a  naval  depot 
and  dock-yard  at  Memphis,  Tennessee,  518 

remarks  on  the  postage  bill 543 

remarks  on  the  reception  of  an  abolition  anti- 
annexation  petition 690 

Cumberland  road,  bill  to  extend  the,  to  the  city 

of  Alton,  on  the  Mississippi  river,  9.3, 134,605 

bill  for  the  continuation  of  the,  through  the 

Stales  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois 99, 

103,  431,  489,  500,  605.  610 

Custom-house  and  post  office  building  in  the  city 

of  Charleston,  bill  making  appropriation  for 

repair  of  the 482,  641,  643 

Customs — see  Unclttiaud  goods.  • 


Dancing  Rabbit  creek — see  Claims. 
Dayton,  William  L.,  a  Senator  from  New  Jer- 
sey  1,  22,  35.  42,  103,  134, 

147,  168,  319,  331,337,  243,  280,  315,  334, 

373,  419,  427,  489,  573, 583,  589,  628, 669, 

672,  676,  679,  682,  714,  723,  727,  731,  733 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  election  of 

•      electors  ofPrcsident  and  Vice  Presidenton  the 

same  day  throughout  the  United  States. ..729 

remarks  on  the  title  to  the  Pea  Patch  Island.. 58, 

59,  60,  128,  129,  280 

remarks  on  the  bill  making  compensation  to 

pension  agents 305,  306 

remarks  on  the  right  of  instruction,  and  the  bill 
to  indemnify  General  Jacks^p  for  tlie  fine, 

&c 256 

remarks  on  the  resolution  directing  the  termin- 
ation of  the  provision  of  the  treaty  allowing 
the  joint  'occupancy  of  Oregon    rerritory, 
323,  o*9,  o30 
remarks  on  the  postage  bill. ..480,  483,484,574 

remarks  on  Mr.  McDuffie's  tariff  bill 590 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  redemption 
of  the  stolen  canceled  Treasury  notes 656 
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INDEX  TO 


Dhyton,  William  L.,  a  Senator  from  New  Jer- 
sey— ConttntwtT. 

rcmnrks  on  the  eastern  harbor  bill 676 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  remission  of  duties 

on  railroad  iron 780 

Debt,  public — see  Trtasvay  noU$. 
Defense — see  Florida. 

Delaware  breakwater,  appropriation  to  the....73I 
DicKins,  Asbury,  elected  Secretary  to  the  Sen- 
ate  23 

Distribution  clauses  of  the  law  appropriating  the 
proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  bill 

repealing  the 392,400 

District  o°f  Columbia,  the  Committee  on  the, 

23,560 

resolution  instructing 553 

bills  reported  from 119, 

175,  304,  413,  610,  705,  706,  719 

.adverse  reports  from 546,  737 

bill  to  repair  the  roof  of  the  court-house  in  the 

town  of  Alexandria,  in  the 719,  740 

bill  concerning  conveyances  or  devises  of  places 
of  public  worship  in  the  town  of  Alexandria, 

in  the 719, 740 

bill  to  extend  the  charters  of  the  banks  in  the, 
304,  419j  583,  605,  615.  620,  705,  746 
bill  providing  that  one  of  the  judges  of  the  cir- 
cuit court  for  the,  shall  hereafter  reside  in  the 

town  of  Alexandria... 175,  337,  335 

bill  making  appropriation  for  the  support  of 

the  Insane  Hospital  in  the 35, 

37,  119,  152, 316,  235,  256,  276, 706 
bill  making  appropriation  for  repairing  and  re- 
paving  a  portion  of  Pennsylrania  avenue,  in 
the  city  of  Washington, 35,  43, 119,386,  305 
bill  regulating  the  issuing  and  return  of  writs 
and  other  processes  in  the  county  of  Alex- 
andria, in  the 134,  727 

bill  to  incorporate  the  Georgetown  College,  in 

the 175,  327,  335 

hill  for  filling  and  grading  square  No.  249,  be- 
longiug  to  the  United  States,  in  the  city  of 

Washington „ 610 

bill  to  regulate  mesne  process  in  the.. .719,  740 
Documentary  History,  concerning  an  appropri- 
ation to  pay  for  the  fourth  and  fiflb  volumes 

of  the 720 

Donations  of  land^ee  wfrtouo*. 
Dragoons,  bill  to  repeal  so  much  of  the  act  of 
August  31,  1842,  as  authorizes  the  second 
regiment  of,  to  be  converted  into  a  rifle  corps, 
192, 355,  363 
Drawbacks,  bill  allowing,  upon  foreign  merchan- 
dise exported  in  original  packages  to  Chihua- 
hua and  Santa  Fg,  in  Mexico 35,  37 

(See  Ports  of  Entry.) 

Drummond  light,  cuneeroing  the..<. 704,719 

Dry  or  floating-docks,  concerning  an  appropria- 
tion for,  at  Pensacola -...>... ......731 

Dubuque — see  /otoa. 

Duties  on  railroad  iror,bill  for  the  remission  of, 

307,  669, 679,  694,  707,  723,  732,  733 

memorial  and  debate  tliereon,  concerning  the 

remission  of. 419 

Dyer,  Edward,  elected  Scrgeant-at-Arms  and 
Doorkeeper .,...33 

E. 

Education,  general,  resolution  concerning,  in  the 
District  of  Columbia 553 

Elections — sec  President  and  Vice  Prerident. 

Engineers  and  assistant  engineers  in  the  revenue 
service,  bill  to  provide  for  the  appointment 
and  to  regulate  the  pay  of. 610,  643,  652 

Engravines — see  Exploring  Expedition. 

Engrossed  Bills,  the  Committee  on...23,  373,  670 

Enrolled  Bills,  the  Committee  on 22 

Entries  of  land— ^e  Pilots ;  Florida. 

Errata 745 

Evans,  George,  a  Senator  from  Maine,  1,2,9,22, 
23, 35, 36, 48, 74, 75, 79, 84, 99, 103, 105, 124, 
151,  loo,  156,  158,  162,  163,  165, 168,  169, 
175, 180,  186,  188,  196,  203,  210,  216,  232, 
223,  230,  235,  236,  243,  249,  251,  268,  275, 
292,  298,*00,  307,  308,  310,  312,  334,  347, 
348,  354,  367,  373,  364,  385,  392,  404,  423, 
435,  437,  438,  431,  438,  445,  446,453,  456, 
460,  482,  487,  488,  489,  509,  516,  524,  545, 
546,  553,  556,  5,57,  569,  574,  580, 597,  605, 
611,  614,  G30,  634,  639,  631,  633,  635,  641, 
6A,  659,  660,  663,  663,  667,  669,  673,  673, 
674,  676.  679,  682,  685,  691,  693,  705,  706, 
707,  713,  719,  730,  721,  733, 723,  727,  729, 
730,  731,  733,  736,  737,  739, 740,  741,  740 


Evtns,  George,  a  Senator  from  Maine — Con* 
(tnued. 

resolutions  by 36, 124,  419,  497,  619 

remarks  concerning  an  appropriation  for  the 
salaries  of  the  charges  to  Belgium  and  Sar- 
dinia  720 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  remisision  of  duties 
on  railroad  iron ; 695 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  pay  Thomas 
Allen  for  printing  the  Compendium  of  the 
Sixth  Census 732 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widows 
of  the  officers  and  seamen  who  were  lost  on 
board  the  schooner  Grampus. ..614,  615,  625 

remarks  on  the  bill  authorizing  the  President 
to  make  a  transfer  of  appropriations  in  the 
naval  serviceundercertain  circumstances,  243 

remarks  on  the  resolution  colling  for  a  state- 
ment of  the  expenditures  of  Government, 

74,75 

remarks  on  Mr.  McDuffie's  tariff  bill,  163, 168, 
176, 180, 188, 20fl»331, 232, 236, 245, 251,252 

remarks  on  the  postage  bill 433, 

434,  484,  548,  556,  574,  582,  583 

remarks  on  the  fortification  bill 482,  488 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  redemp- 
tion of  the  stolen  canceled  Treasury  notes, 

655,656 

remarks  on  the  state  of  the  finances  of  Govern- 
ment  745 

remarks  on  the  naval  pension  bill 730 

remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill 730 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  satisfy  certain  expendi- 
tures of  money  illegally  made  by  the  Depart- 
ments  ; 731,  732 

Expenditures  of  the  Government,  debate  on  Mr. 
Walker's  resolution  calling  for  a  statement 

of  the 74 

Exploring  expedition,  joint  resolution  giving  to 
the  public  the  benefit  of  the  engravings  made 
for  the  account  of  the 727,  745 

F. 

Fairfield,  John,  a  Senator  from  Maine...!,  S,  35, 
37,  54,  58,  65,  69,  79,  84,  93,  99, 124, 128, 
134, 135,  147,  156,  168,  176.  181,185,203,. 
219,  223,  343,  366,  347,  367,  435, 438, 478, 
535,  560,  568,  592,  614,  635,  637,  635,  651 

credentials  of .' 3 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Edward 

Kennard ....135 

remarks  on  the  subject  of  French  spoliations 

prior  to  1800 ..266 

remarks  concerning  the  propriety  of  investigat- 
ing the  mental  qualifications  of  Hon.  John  M. 
Niles,  a  Senator  from  Connecticut,  592,  593 
Falls  of  St.  Mary,  bill  to  provide  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  canni  around  the 75, 

147,  374,  384,  487,  669,  670 

Fees  of  officers  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States 

in   the  several  States,  bill  regulating  the, 

368,  280 
Femandina — sec  Florida, 

Finance,  the  Committee  on 22 

discharged 745 

resolutionsof  instruction  to...36,93,99, 673, 706 

adverse  reports  from 163, 384, 546,  581, 614 

bills  reported  from 124, 15& 

243,  307, 354,  280, 453,  SI 6, 61# 

631,  685,  086,  691,  713,  719,  736 

Finances  of  Government,  remarks  of  Messrs. 

Evans  and  Woodbury  concerning 745 

Fine — see  Jackson,  General. 
Florida,  the  Territory  of,  Mr.  King's  resolution 
and  remarks  concerning  the  defense  of  the 

coast  of. 135,  413 

bill  to  provide  for  the  settlement  of  claims  for 
the  losses  of  property  by  reason  of  the  mili- 
tary occupation  of. 355, 

377,  453,  510,  631,  643 

bill  to  confirm  certain  entries  of  land  in  the  St. 

Augustine  land  district  in,  made  under  the 

preemption  law  of  Ju  ne  33, 1838. .  .510,739,740 

bill  to  confirm  to  the  city  of  Fernandina,  in, 

certain  lots  reserved  for  public  use  by  the 

Spanish  Government 510,  739 

bill  to  establish  certain  post  routes  in. ..534, 740 
bill  to  establish  a  new  collection  district  in...540 
bill  making  appropriation  for  certain  improve- 
ments in 647 

bill  to  amend  the  act  to  provide  for  the  armed 
occupation  and  settlement  of  lite  unsettled 

portions  of  the  peninsnla  of. 740 

(See  School  Lands;  Key  West;  Grants;  PaUnts.) 


Foreign  Relations,  the  Committee  on 23 

discharged 737 

bills  reported  from 299.  377, 430,  670, 720 

Fortifications,  bill  making  appropriations  for  cer- 
tain, for  1844-45 426,  453,  482,  660 

Fort  Wayne,  joint  resolution  concerning  the  site 

of  old 404  ' 

Foster,  E.  H.,  a  Senator  from  Tennessee 1, 

3,  43,  48,  58,  65,  69,  119,  138,  134,  136, 
193,  193, 303, 331, 349,  256, 368,  379,  386, 
310, 377, 393, 403, 413, 431,  438,  453,  478, 
487, 493, 530, 540, 546, 589, 594, 679,  685 

credentials  of. 3 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  election  of 
electors  of  Prcsidentand  Vice  President  on  the 
same  day  throughout  the  United  Slates. ..729 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  restore  to  General  Jack- 
son the  fine  imposed  on  him  at  New  Orleans, 

274 
■  remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  establishment  of  a 

naval  depot  at  Memphis,  Tennessee 492, 

493,  494,  495,  518,  524,  536 
remarks  on  the  bill  providing  compensation  to 

pension  agents 305,  306 

remarks  on  the  bill  increasing  the  salary  of  the 
judge  of  the  eighth  judicial  district  of  the 

United  States  in  Tennessee 453,454,  455 

remarks  on  the  postage  bill. ..541,  543,547,548 
remarks  on  the  subject  of  naturalization. ...736 
Fox  and  Wisconsin  rivers — see  Wisconsin. 
Francis,  John  Brown,  a  Senator  from  Rhodo . 

Island 242, 318,  347,  453,  492,  581 

credentials  of... 342 

Franking  priviie^,  joint  resolution  to  extend  the, 
to  the  ex-Vice  Presidents  of   the   United 

States 103,  119 

(See  PosU^e.) 
Franklin,  joint  resolution  accepting  the  sword  of 

Washington  and  the  staff  of. 305 

Frick,  Henry,  a  Representative  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, death  of,  announced  by  Mr.  Buchan- 
an  346 

Fulton,  Robert,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs 

of 467,  665,  669,  670 

Fulton,  William,  a  Senator  from  Arkansas,  1, 3, 
35, 37,  84, 103, 105, 119, 134. 134,  156, 180, 
193,  203, 204,  310,  335,  249,  334,  414, 438, 
483,  488,  509,  530.  594,  619,  660,  662,  697 

resolution  by .404 

remarks  touching  the  report  of  the  Committee 

on  Retrenchment  and  Reform 737 

remarks  on  proposition  to  print  the  report,  738 
Funds  of  the  States  of  Alabama  and  Mississippi, 

bill  concerning  the  five  per  cent 327,  334 

Furloughs  in  naviU  service,  bill  granting,  631,670 

G. 

Gales  &,  Seaton  elected  Printers  to  the  Senate.. .9 

Gardner,  Henry,andother8,directorsof  an  asso- 
ciation called  the  New  England  Mississippi 
Land  Company 631,636 

General  Land  Office,  calls  upon  the,  for  informa- 
tion  385,392 

Georgetown  College — see  Distriel  of  Cohimhia. 

Georgia,  resolutions  of  the  l^igislaturc  of,  approv- 
ing the  course  of  Mr.  Berrien,  and  rescinding 
the  resolutions  of  the  prior  Legislature  con- 
demnatory of  that  course. .220,  231,  333,  34> 

Gilmer,  Hon.  Thomas  W.,  late  Secretary  of  the 
Navy , killed  on  board  the  steamer  Princeton, 
death  of,  announced  to  the  Senate  by  a  mes- 
sage from  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
^  345 

God  of  the  universe,  Brownson's  memorial  for 
the  acknowledgment  of  the 384 

Grampus,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widows  of  the 
officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  who  were  lost 

on  board  the  United  States  schooner 304. 

403,  614,  635,  628,  705,  730 

Grant  river,  bill  grantinga  section  of  land  for  the 
improvement  of. 7^'' 

GranU  of  loni  in  Florida,  bill  to  provide  for  de- 
fending the  interests  of  the  United  States 
against  claims  to  alleged 546 

Great  Western  Railway  Company,  bill  granting 
the  right  of  way  through  the  public  lands  to 
the...:. :. :.....318,594,  611,  620 

Greenhow's  History— see  Oregon- 

Grcensburg  (late  St.  Helena)  land  district,  bill 
to  amend  the  act  in  relation  to  lands  sold  m 
the,  and  authorizing  the  return  of  money  to 
individuals  who  purchased  land  th^'^'JE'" 
which  they  have  received  no  ?»'*•"■••  ••J'^mc 
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H. 

Hannegan,  Edward  A.,  a  Sonator  from  Indi- 
ana  1,  2,  35,  93,  99, 103, 

128, 134, 147, 1(»,  175,  230,  242,  279,  286, 
354, 359, 367,  384,  392,  399,  403,  431,  438, 
461.  481,  497,  509,  610,  654,  655,  659,  697 

resolutions  by ••..■ 93 

remarks  on  the  bill  rooking  appropriations  for 

the  repair  of  Penns^lTania  avenuo 287 

remarks  on  the  resolution  directing  notice  to  be 
given  for  the  termination  of  the  provision  of 
treaty  allowing  Jhe  joint  occupancy  of  Ore- 
gon  .320, 321,  322,  330 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  increase  the  salary  of  the 
districtjudgeof  the  eighth  judicial  district  in 

Tennessee 455,468 

remarks  on  the  bill  reducing  the  rates  of  post- 
age  480,  483,  548,  555,  590 

remarks  on  the  Cumberland  road  bill. .489,  500 
Harbors,  resolution  relative  to  the  survey  of 

western 499 

bill  making  appropriation  for  the  improvement 

of  certain,  and  rivers  in  the  West 573, 

647,  673,  676 
bill  making  apptopriationa  for  certain  eastern, 

641,  647,  676 
(See  Raeint.) 
Harrison,  George,  report  concerning  relief  to..553 

bill  for  the  reUef  of. 605,  610 

Harrison,  Major  Thoroas,bill  for  the  relief  of..746 
Haywood,  William  H.,jr.,aSenatorfrom North 

Carolina .1,  2,  105,  124, 

125, 134, 158, 180, 223,  S257,  273,  280, 307, 
313, 328, 335, 342,  343, 355, 359,  367, 385, 
391, 425, 427,  428,  431, 516, 527,  535, 546, 
557,  561, 597,  605,  611,  619,  620,  631,  632, 
633,  647,  660,  669,  671,  676,  679,  705,  706, 
712,  714,  715,  721,  727,  731,  732,  737,  741 

eredcntials  of 2 

resolutions  by 385,  392,  425 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  con- 
tractors with  the  Qovernment...328,349,350 
remarks  on  the  bill  allowing  compensation  to 

pension  agents 305 

remarks  on  ihe  bill  for  the  settlement  of  hind 
claims  in  Mississippi,  east  of  Pearl  river,  307 

remarks  on  the  postage  bill .....542, 

543, 655,  556,  574,  581,  583 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Edward 

Kennard 135,136 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  connect  the  Fox  and  Wis- 
consin rivers  by  a  canal 194, 195, 

204,  205,  206,  348,  361,  367,  386,  397,  398 
remarks  on  the  bill  providing  indemnity  to  of- 
ficers and  scnmcn  for  losses  of  property  by  the 
wrecking  of  United  States  vessels  of  war,  606 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  abolish  the  office  of  So- 
licitor of  the  General  Land  Office 628, 629 

Hemp,  concerning  the  translation  and  pr^uingof 

.     _   a  pamphlet  on , 37,  633 

joint  resolution  concerning  dew-rotted 334, 

348, 697 
Henderson,  John,  a  Senator  from  Mississip- 
pi  1, 13,22,  42,  70,  124, 

152,  204,  2.'i5,  268,  280,  292,  327, 343, 348, 
355,  373,  377,  334,  419,  445,  450,  468,  478, 
546,  610,  625,  632,  642,  667,  668, 676,  678, 
636,  707, '714,  719,  727,  729,  737,  740,  746 

resolutions  by ;. 3is,  42 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  settlement  of  land 
claims  in  the  Stateof  Mississippi, eastofPcnrI 

river 308 

remaclwon  the  postage  bill 556 

Home  squadron,  Mr.  Scrapie's  remarks  concern- 
ing the  employment  of  the 391 

Hospitals — sec  JVarine  Hospitals;  Key  fVat. 
Huger,  Daniel  E.,  a  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina  „ 1,  18,  41,  60, 

155,  163,  492,  510,  589,  647,  681,  712,  733 

resolution  by 620 

remarksoii  bill  to  restore  to  General  Jackson  the 
fine  imposed  on  him  at  New  Orluans......280 

remarks  on  the  postage  bill 543 

Huntington,  J.  W.,  n  Senator  from  Connecti- 

em 1  9  23  35  "36 

37,  42,  54,  60,  roifl",' 79,' 93, 103, 105, 'ijo! 
124,  125,  134,  147,  162,  175,  181,  185, 192, 
193,  215,  223,  230.  243,  249,  256, 273, 279, 
319,  363,  367,  373,  384,  396,  403, 404,  413, 
419,  427,  438, 445,  455.  467,  478.  482.  492, 
510,  540,  560,  568,  573.  589.  605,  610, 620, 
625,  628.  632.  641.  G43. 647. 651.  659,  662, 
665,  668,  669,  671.  672, 673, 676,.682,  691, 
708,  719,  721,  731,  732,  733,  737,  745,  746 


Huntington,  J.  W.,  a  Senator  from  Connecti- 
cut— Continued. 

credentials  of. 655 

resolutions  by , 540, 553 

remarks  on  the  bill  authorizing  the  President  to 
make  a  transfer  of  appropriations  in  the  naval 

service  under  certain  circumstances ,.243 

remarks  on  the  Army  retrenchment  bill. ...651 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Edward 

Kennard 136 

remarks  on  Mr.  McDuffie's  tariff  bill 162, 

164, 186, 251,  353,  S69, 270.  275 

remarks  on  the  postage  bill.. ..547, 555,556,574 

remarks  on  the  oill  for  the  relief  of  the  widows 

and  orphans  of  the  officers  and  seamen  who 

wen  lost  on  board  the  United  States  schooner 

Grampus 614 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  abolish  the  office  of 
Solicitor  of  the  General  Land  Office.. 629 

I. 

Illinois  and  Michigan  canal,  bill  to  cede  a  portion 
of  the  public  lands  to  the  State  of  Illinois,  for 
the  purp'Ose  of  aiding  in  the  construction  of 

the 70, 124,  713 

(See  Wabiuh  and  Erie  canal.) 
Illinois,  bill  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to 
the  State  of,  to  impose  a  tax  on  all  lands 
heretofore  sold  by  the  United  States  in  that 
State,  from  and  after  the  time  of  such  sale, 
93.  147.  373,  660,  662 
resolutions  of  the  Lpgislature  of.  instructing  the 
Senators  from  that  State  on  the  Oregon  ques- 
tion  347 

Ilsley,  Isaac,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 70, 99,  128 

Indemnity  to  naval  officcrannd  seamen — seeJVooj). 

to  General  Jnckson — see  Jackson, 
Indiana — see  Wabash  and  Erie  canal. 
resolutions  of  instruction  from  the  Legislature 

of,  to  the  Senators  from  that  Slate 179, 

230, 234,  242.  286 
bill  granting  certain  lands  to  the  State  of,  bet- 
ter to  enable  that  Stale  to  extend  and  com- 
plete the  canal  fi;om  Terre  Haute  to  the  Ohio 

river 403 

Indian  Affairs,  the  Committee  on 23 

resolutions  of  instruction  to 147,  152,  268 

bills  reported  from 151, 

.2114.  215.  349.  304, 342,  359,  413.  510, 
536,  642.  682,  691,  697,  705,  706,  713 

advene  reports  from '. 119. 

403,536,560,705,737 
Indian  department, bill  making  appropriation  for 
the  current  and  contingent  expenses  of  the, 
354, 384,  740 
Indian  reservations — see  Reservations. 
Indians — see  Stockbridge  Indians. 
Indian  tribes,  bill  supplemental  to  the  act  to  reg- 
ulate trade  and  intcrcouree  with  the,  &c.,  and 

to  preserve  pence  on  the  frontiers 610, 620 

Insane  Asylum — sec  District  of  Columbia. 
Instructions  of  Slate  Legislatures  to  the  Sena- 
tors  5,54,65, 

♦     1 19, 151,  168,  175,  179,  31b,  215,  219,  320, 

330,231,  234.  235,  242,  243. 349.  355,  3,56, 

266. 368.  373. 379.  386,  334,  342.  346.  347, 

354.  360,  373,  403,  419.  430.  445,  478,  509 

Internal  improvements — see  JlficA^an. 

lown  Territory,'%ill  granting  to  the  county  of 

Dubuque,  in,  certain  lots  of  ground  in  that 

county 510,739 

(See  School  Lands.) 

bill  giving  tlie  assent  of  Congress  to  the  hold- 
ing of  an  extra  session  of  the  Legislative 

Assembly  of. 524 

bill  malting  appropriation  for  certain  improve- 
ments in :. 581,  647,  740 

J. 
Jackson,  General  Andrew,  resolutions  instructing 
Senators  from  several  of  the  States  to  vole 
for  the  bill  to  indemnify,  for  the  fine  imposed 

on  him  at  New  Orleans  by  Judge  Hall 5, 

35,  36,  54, 179,  356 

bill  to  refund  the  fine  of. 124,  135, 

151,  310,  335, 350,  256,  363,  373.  380, 289 
Jarnigan,    Spencer,    a   Senator    from    Tennes- 
see  1,  2,  23,  36,  54,  58,  65, 

93,  119,  134,  128, 147,  155.  156,  162, 168, 
176,  183,  181,  185,  204.  210,  331,335,350, 
356,  273,  279,  291,  298,  327,  335, 347, 373, 
403,  413,  425,  438,  446,  453.  461,  478<481, 
495,  500,  535,  536,  540.  546.  589,  592,  594, 
.  .  605,  611,  632,  633,  636,  640,  642, 643, 647, 
659,*  665,  669,  670,  706,  714,  715, 719,  737 


Jarnigan,  Spencer,  a  Senator  frt>m  Tennessec^- 
Contintud. 

credentials  of 2 

resolutions  by 23,  36, 

42,  54.  215. 222,  392,  404,  482,  488,  593 

remarks  on  Mr.  Walker's  resolution  touching 

the  subject  of  the  extension  by  England  of 

her  criminal  jurisdiction  over  the  slave  trade 

in  the  United  States 713 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  increase  the  salary  of  tlie 
district  judge  for  the  eighth  judicial  district 

in  Tennessee 454,  468 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  establishment  of  a 
naval  depot  or  dock-yard  at  Memphis,  Ten- 
nessee  524 

remarks  touching  the  propriety  of  an  inquirir 
into  the  mental  qualification  of  Hon.  J.  M. 
Niles,  a  Senator  from  Connecticut,  and  the 

report  thereon 592, 593, 636 

Johnson,    Ilcnry,    a    Senator    from    Louisi- 
ana....346,  S.M,  367,  373.  374,  392,  419,  438, 
442,  450.  573,  605,  610,  620,  624, 628,  639, 
659,  667,  671,  676,  681.  714.  719.  731.  732 

credentials  of 346 

resolutions  by  ......360,  367,  438,  585,  643,  659 

eulogy  on  the  life  and  character  of  Hon.  Peter 

E.  Bossier,  deceased 585 

Johnson,  Professor,  proposition  to  print  twcntv 
thousand  copies  of  the  report  of,  on  the  qual- 
ities of  coat 741.746 

Johnson,  W.  C,  proposition  to  print  the  report 

of,    on    assumption    through   llie   issue  ol 

1300.000.000  Government  stock.  54.354,360 

Journals  of  Congress,  joint  resolution  providing 

for  the  priming  of. 563,  636,  64(5 

joint  resolution  suspending  the  operations  of 

that  printing 670 

Judge,  of  the  eastern,  middle,  and  western  Ten- 
nessee, bill  to  increase  the  salary  of  the  dis- 
trict  124,  128,  108,  235,  453,  468 

bill  to  increase  the  salary  of  thr,  of  the  district 
court  of  the  United  States  fur  the  western 

district  of  Virginia 151.  328,  355 

Judges  of  the  United  Slates  courts,  joint  resolu- 
tion to  amend  the  Consiitutioii  of  the  United 

Stales,  so  as  to  limK  the  terms  of  the 35, 

•       304, 307 
(See  District  »f  Columbia.) 
Judiciary  act  of  24ih  September,  1789,  hill  to 

amend  the 235,453,  461 

Judiciary,'  the  Committee  on  the 23 

di8ohai^:ed 737 

resolutions  of  instruction  to 70, 

134, 151,  354,  3^,  367,  517,  589 

bills  reported  from 42,  65,  151,  180,  210, 

235, 279,  334,  367, 377,  392,  397.  430, 446, 

460,  467,  610,  620,  629,  682,  705,  719,  737 

adverse  reports  from....  J34. 367,  397,  482,  620 

Ju8ticc,Chicf,and  justices  of  the  Supreme  Court, 

bill  to  reduce  the  salaries  of  the,  and  of  the 

eireuit   and  district  judges  of  the   United 

Slates : 391,431 


Kentucky,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of...354 

Key  West,  bill  to  provide  for  the  erection  of  a 

marine  hospital  at,  in  the  Territory  of  Flor- 

ido.... 510, 739 

King,  William  R.,  n  Senator  from  Alabama...!, 
2,  5,  9,  18,  33,  35,  36,  37,  43.  46.  54, 
70,  74,  79.  93,  119,  120,  134,  138,  134,  152, 
156, 162, 163, 176, 180. 188, 303,204,235,343, 
344,350,256,268,280,281,292,305,318,319, 
335, 342, 348, 355, 360, 367, 385, 396, 400, 403, 
431, 445, 461, 467, 468, 482, 484, 487, 497,  499 

resolutions  by 70,  135,  367 

remarks  concerning  a  reduction  of  the  rates  of 
postage 156 

remarks  on  the  bill  making  appropriation  for 
the  repair  of  Pennsylvania  avenue 387 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  connect  )kc  Fox  and 

Wisconsin  rivers  by  a  canni 157, 

158,  185,  193,  195,  305,  397 

remarks  on  the  resolutions  of  the  Legislature 
of  Massachusetts,  instructixg  the  Senators 
from  that  State  to  vote  for  an  amendment  to 
the  Constitution  to  destroy  slave  representa- 
tion  : 179,  343 

remarks  on  the  resolution  calling  for  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  court  of  inquiry  in  the  case 
of  Alexander  Slidcll  McKeiizic 313.  313 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  print  Johnson  Js 
report  on  the  issue  of  #300,000,000  Govern- 
ment stock 360 
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King,  William  K.,  a  Senator  from  Alabama— 

Conlimud. 
remarks  concerningimprovements  and  defenses 

in  Florida 413 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  increase  the  salary  of  the 

district  judge  of  the  eighth  judicial  district  in 

Tennessee 468 

remarks  on  the  fortification  bill.... 488 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  establishment  of  a 

naval  depot  at  Memphis,  Tennessee 493 

remarks  on  the  Cumberland  road  bill 500 

resignation  of. 535 

Kinnaid,  Edward,  bill  for  the  relief  of...I05, 135 

L. 
Lafayette,  Louisiana,  bill  to  establish  a  port  of 

delivery  at  the  city  of....; 404,  660 

Lake  Michigan,  bill  making  appropriation  for 
certain  improvements  on  the  western  shore 

of. 610,  682,  739 

Land  claims,  bill  to  confirm  the  survey  and  loca- 
tion of,  in  the  State  of  Mississippi  east  of 

Pearl  river 13,22,  128,293^307,468,  479 

bill  to  provide  for  the  adjustment  of,  in  the 

States  of  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  Alabama, 

and  Arkansas,  ana  for  other  purposes.. ..48, 

124, 153,  355,  431,  442,  449,  461,  740 

(See  Claim$.) 

Land  sales — see  Public  lands. 

Lands,  town,  of  the  United  State;,  bill  for  the 

relief  of  citizens  residing  on 605,  611,  620 

(See  P-Mic  landt;  School  Umis;  Mineral  lands; 

IVttskituton  eily!  PatcnU;  Pilots.) 
inundated— see  Mississippi. 
Land  titles,  bill  to  settle  the,  of  the  State  of 

Louisiana 18 

bill  supplementary  to  the  act  to  settle  certain, 

in  the  State  of  Arkansas 414 

Laws.of  the  United  States,  joint  resolution#u- 
thorizing  the  Attorney  General  to  contract 
for  copies  of  a  proposed  stereotype  edition 

of  the..... 348,  679 

Lazaretto  Point,  joint  resolution  authorizing  the 
corporation  of  Baltimore  to  make  use  of  the 

public  buildings  at , 668 

Lead  mines — aec  Mineral  lands. 

Lewis,  Dixon  "H.,  a  Senator  from  Alabama,  610, 

G5a.  670,  697,  722 

Library  of  Congress,  committee  to  disburse  the 

funds  for  the  purchase  of  books  for  the,  5, 13 

Committee  on  the , 23 

report  of  the 694 

bills  reported  from  the.....327,  348,  670,  691 
Linn,  Dr.,  death  of,  announced  by  Mr.  Ben- 
ton  28 

Lord's  day,  petition  praying  the  recognition  of 

the ^...105, 162 

Louisiana — see  Land  titles;  Preemptions. 
resolutions  instructing  the  Senator*  from  ...54, 

373,  478 
M. 
Mail  between  Boston  and  Canada,  joint  resolu- 
tion to  make  an  arrangement  for  the  trans- 
mission of  the  British 737 

Mails,  bill  for  the  better  regulation  of  tho  trans- 
portation of  the  United  States ; 5 

Maine,  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of,  instruct- 
ing the  Senators  from  that  Slate 266,  478 

Mangum,  Willie  P.,  a  Senator  from  North  Car- 
olina  I 

address  on  adjourning  the  Senate 746 

Manufactures,  the  Committee  on 22 

Maps  and  charts  of  the  Coast  Survey,  bill  for 

disposing  of  the '. 668 

proposition  toengravc  and  print  certain,  6^,707 
(See  Exploring  Expedition.) 
Marine  hospital,  nt  New  Orleans,  concerning  an 

appropriation  for 719 

billjtroviding  for  the  erection  of  a,  nt  Key 

West,  Florida 5W,  739 

Maryland,  rcsglution  of  the  Legislature  of,  in- 
structing the  Senators  from  that  State. ...509 
M.issachuaetis — see  Slave  renresentalion. 
bill  for  tho  payment  of  the  balances  due  the 

State  of,  for  tho  service  of  her  militia 18, 

35,  65,  70 
McDuflie,  George,  a  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina  1,5, 

18,  42,  48,  119,  129,  151,  164,  165,  181, 
210,  223,  232, 276,  280,  300,  355,  360,  377, 
397,  399,  403,  450,  489, 500,  510,  547,  560, 
501,  6:>4,  643,  651,  655,  665,  666,  667,  676, 
679,  704,  714,  719,  723,  727,  729,  730,  732 
crcdi'Uliala  of. 5 


McDuffie,  Qeorge,  a  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina— Continued. 

resolutions  by 707 

remarks  on  his  tariff  bill 168,  169, 

205,  206,  233,  309,  310,  455,  461, 

463,  464,  513,  530,  672,  673,  674 

remarks  on  naval  appropriation  bill....729, 730 

remarks  on  the  annexation  of  Texas 740 

remarks  on  the  postage  bill 543, 547,  548 

remarks  on  Army  retrenchment  bill. ..652,  655 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs 

of  Robert  Fulton 666 

remarks  concerning  the  District  banks 70S 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  remission  of  duties 

on  railroad  iron 707,  708 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  election 
of  electors  of  President  and  Vice  President 
on  the  same  day  throughout  the  United 

States 728 

McKenzie,  Alexander  Slidell,  resolution  calling 
for  the  proceedings  of  the  court  of  inquiry 

in  the  case  of. 307, 312,  318,  404,  530 

McRoberts,Samael,  a  Senatorfrom  IIUnois,deatb 

of,  announced 32 

Memphis,  Tennessee,  bill  to  establish  a  navy- 
yard  or  depot  at  or  near «!, 

48,  327,  392,  413.  492,  518, 524,  530 
Merrick,  William  D.,  a  Senator  from  Mary- 
land  1,  5,  48, 93, 103, 105, 135,  128, 

134,  151, 156,  176,  180, 203,  206, 231, 249, 
250,  256,  273,  279,  289, 312, 330,346, 359, 
360,  361, 367,  368,  392,  419,  425. 430,  433, 
438, 455. 468,  479,  482,  483,  484,  516,  524, 
536,  554, 560, 583.  614,  619,  630, 671,  674, 
676,  704,  705,  713, 715,  730,  722.  737,  741 

resolutions  bv 93, 105.  249 

remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  to  transfer  to 
Maryland  the  stock  held  b]r  the  United  States 

in  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal 319 

remarks  concerning  a  reduction  of  the  rates  of 

postoge 156,  176 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  reduce  the  rates  of  post- 
age  431,  433,  433. 

434,  468.  479,  480,  483,  536,  540. 
541,  542, 543|  546, 547,  548, 555, 
556,  561, 573,  574, 581,  583,  589 
remarks  on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
tlie  support  of  the  Insane  Asylum  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia 216,  236,' 256,  257 

remarks  on  the  District  bank  bill 615 

Mesne  process — see  District  of  Colmnbia. 
Michigan,  bill  to  apply  certain  alternate  sections 
of  the  public  domain  to  the  completion  of 

works  of  internal  improvement  in 48. 

J28, 605, 610 
instructions  from  the  Legislature  of,  to  the  Sen- 
ators from  that  Slate 219.  231, 243,  347 

Military  Academy  at  West  Point,  bill  making 

appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 453, 

482,  487,  488 
bill  to  repeal  all  acts  and  parts  of  acts  relating 

to  the 493 

Military  Affairs,  the  Committee  on ..^ 

discharged 7% 

resolution  of  instruction  to 250 

bills  reported  from 65,  168, 

193,  193,  243,  307,  393, 404, 516,  630,  733 

adverse  reports  from 204, 2W,  243,  614,  625 

Military  districts,  bill  to  divide  the  United  States 

into  two 93 

Militia — see  Massachusetts;  Vermont. 

Militia,  the  Committee  on 22 

Millen,  John,  late  a  Representative  from  Georgia, 

death  of,  announced  by  Mr.  Colquitt 38 

Miller,  Jacob,  a  Senator  from  New  Jersey...!,  13, 
35,  36,37,41,42,48,54, 103, 119, 134, 139, 
175, 304, 215, 235,  255,  256,  2C8,  304,  318, 
338, 346, 384, 413,  419,  437,  516,  535,  546, 
560;  573, 583, 594,  605,  610,  615,  620,  631, 
671,079,695,706,707,719,723,727,733,746 

resolutions  by <i71,  672 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  election 
of  electors  of  President  and  Vice  President 
on  the  same  day  throughout  the  United 

Slates 729 

remarks  on  the  bill  making  appropriation  for 
(he  support  of  the  Insane  Asylum  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia 316,  335,  236,  257 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  restore  to  General  Jack- 
son the  fine  imposed  on  him  at  New  Or- 
leans. .^ .'.........274 

remarks  on  the  bill  making  appropriation  for 
the  repair  of  Pennsylvania  avenue...^..286, 

387. 388 


Miller,  Jacob;  a  Senator  from  New  Jersey — 

Continued. 

remarks  on  the  resolution  directing  that  notice 

shall  be  given  for  the  termination  of  the  treaty 

for  the  joint  occupancy  of  Oregon,  361,  363 

remorks  on  District  bank  bill,  615,616, 624, 635 

Mineral  lands:  bill  providing  for  the  sale  of  the 

reserved  lands  in  Illinois,  Wisconsin,  and 

Iowa,  supposed  to  contain  lead  ore 134. 

367, 493,  714. 746 

Minister  of  Justice  of  France,  joint  resolution 

authorizing  the  transmission  of  presents  of 

books  to  the,  in  exchange  for  others 337, 

632,636 
Mints,  branch,  bill  to  amend  the  act  establishing 

the. 359,384,392 

Mississippi,  bill  to  confirm  the  survey  and  loca- 
tion of  claims  for  land  in  the  State  of,  east  of 
Pearl  river,  and  south  of  the  thirty-firat  de- 
gree of  north  latitude 13, 22 

bill  to  transfer  to  the  Slate  of,  certain  inundated 

lands,  for  the  use  of  a  levee 37 

resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of,  instrocting 

tlie  Senatorafrom  that  State 355, 

372, 334,  445,  478 
Mississippi,  bill  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the 

Upper 180,413 

remarks  of  Mr.  Breese  in  favor  of  appropria- 
tions to  improve  the  navigation  of  the....396 
bill  making  appropriation  for  the  improvement 
of  the  navigation  of  the.  and  Missouri  rivera, 

35,43 
Missouri,  bill  to  amendact  establishing  the  north- 
em  boundary  line  of.. .37,  397,  715,  7.12,  740 
bill  to  surrender  to  the  State  of,  and  Arkansas 
certain  public  lands,  reported  not  to  be  worth 

the  expense  of  survey 124, 134 

bill  making  appropriations  to  na^  the  volunteers 

of,  for  horses  lost  in  the  Florida  war 733 

steamer — see  Maty. 
Moore,  Heman  Allen,  latea  Representative  from 
Ohio,  testimony  of  respect  to  the  memory 

of. V 508 

Morehead,  John  T.,  a  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky  1,  2, 37,  79,  84,  120,  124. 

125,  151,  156, 188,  196,  322,  233, 237, 374. 
377,  384,  386,  392,  403,  425,  431, 437, 445, 
446,  460,  499,  500,  581,  605,  620, 628, 633, 
641,  655,  670,  671,  673,  676,  691,  706,  745 
remarks  on  the  call  for  the  instructions  to  our 
minister  to  Eingland  touching  the  subject  of 

Oregon 103,  104,  105 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  restore  to  General  Jackson 
the  fine  imposed  on  him  at  New  Orleans,  350 
remarks  on  tiie  reception  of  an  abolitioii  anti- 
annexation  petition 691 

remarks  on  the  subject  of  retrenchment  and 
reform,  and  upon  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee having  charge  of  it 737,  738 

Morse,  Professor,  bill  for  the  purchase  nnd  the 
construction  of  the  electro-magnetic  telegraph 
of,  from  Baltimore  to  New  York 691,694 

N. 

National  Institute,  memorial  of  the 419 

report  upon,  by  the  Library  Committee....694 
debate  upon'the  appropriation  for  the  payment 

of  the  expenses  of  the 731 

Naturalization,  petitions  and  remarks  concem- 
ing..675, 677, 690, 694, 697, 704, 718,727, 736 
remarks  on,  by — 

Mr.  Allen 704,  705 

Mr.  Archer 694,  704 

Mr.  Berrien 704 

Mr.  Buchanan 675,  677,  704,  705 

Naval  Affaira,  the  Committee  on 22 

discharged 737 

resolutions  of  instruction  to....54,  58, 210,  215 

bills  reported  from 180, 304, 

273, 327,  359,  409,  438,  453,  467, 
546,  631,  647,  668,  686,  705,  719 

adverse  reports  from > 2, 

80, 291 ,  337, 343, 367, 373, 377, 384, 385, 
435, 453, 516, 560, 581, 589, 619,  673, 697 
Naval  hospital  fund,  joint  resolution  for  the  bet- 
ter investment  of  the 156, 176 

Naval  peace  establishment  of  the  United  Slates, 

bill  to  provide  for  the 156 

Naval  pensions,  bill  concerning 365,  668,  670 

bill  to  consolidate  and  amend  the  acts  in  rela- 
tion to  pensions  to  widows  and  orphans  of 

certain  naval  officera 403,  642,  655.  659 

bill  nuiking  appropriation  for  the  payment  of, 

719,  730 
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Naval  achoola,  bill  to  provide  for  the  establish- 
inent  of,  in  the  naval  service  of  the  United 

States 15G,  180,  647 

Naval  service,  bill  authorizing  the  President  to 
make  a  transfer  of  appropriation  for  the, 

under  certain  circumstances 231,  343 

bill  making  appropriation  of  certain  moneys  in 

the  Treasury  for  the 536,  546 

bill  making  appropriation  for  the  support  of 
the,  for  ine  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1845, 

380,731 
(Sec  Fwrlovgla.) 
Navigation — see  Musissijtpi. 
Navigation  of  the  western  waters,  remarks  con- 
cerning the  improvement  of  the,  by  Mr. 

Breese „ 317 

Navy  Department,  calls  upon  the,  for  informa- 
tion   23, 

35, 153, 307, 313,  404,  415,  589,  (i59 

communications  from  the 23,  ICS, 

179,  298,  367,  392,  523,  546,  647,  675,  731 

bill  to  regulate  and  fix  salaries  of  the  Secretary 

and  other  officers  and  clerks  in  the,  391,  431 

(.Sec  ^ippointnuntt.) 

Navy,  proposition  to  abolish  the  spirit  ration  in 

the .-. 731 

proposition  to  abolish  corporeal  punishment  in 

the , 731 

bill  to  amend  the  act  regulating  the  pnv  of  the, 
BO  aq  to  give  indemnity  to  officers  and  seamen 
who  lose  property  by  wreck  ofUnited  States 

vessels .....373,  497,  573,  605,  610 

Nnvy-yards — sen  MemphU. 
Now  England  Mississippi  Land  Company,  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Henry  Gardner  and  others, 
directors  of  an  osaociation  called  the, 210, 631 
New  Hampshire,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature 
of,  instructing  the  Senators  from  that  State  to 
vote  for  the  unconditional  refunding  of  the 
fine  imposed  on  General  Jackson,  by  Judge 

Hall,  in  1815. 5 

New  Jersey,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of, 
instructing  the  Senators  from  that  State  on 
the  subject  of  the  fine  on  General  Jackson, 

and  other  matters 356,  346,  419 

Newspapers  to  Senators 2 

New  York,  resolutions  nf  the  Legislature  of,  in- 
structing the  Senators  from  thalrSiate  to  vote 

for  the  reduction  of  postage 168, 

210,  215,  249 

Niles,  John  M., a  Senatorfrom  Connecticut,  1 ,  673 

credentials  of,  and  discussion  as  to  his  mental 

qualification  as  Senator;  a  select  committee 

thereon,  and  its  report 593,  636 

remarks  on  the  Uceside  claim 715 


Obituary. ~ 28, 

31,  34,  38,  325,  346,  508,  585,  619,  703 
Ohio,  resolutioiss  of  the  Legislature  of,  instruct- 
ing the  Senators  from  that  State 119, 

230,  234,  445 
bill  to  amend  the  act  establishing  the  north- 
em  boundary  line  of  the  State  of,  and  for  the 
admission  of  Michigan  into  ihe  Union. ...37, 
310,  445,  446,  461 
(See  CourU.) 
Oregon  Territory,  bill  to  authorise  the  occupation 

and  to  encourage  the  settlement  of. 35, 

58,  180,  355,  594,  605 

bill  to  establish  a  government  in 70,  79 

rcinhition  of  Mr.  Allen  calling  on  the  Presi- 

di<nt  of  the  Uilited  States  for  the  instructions 

given  to  our  minister  in  England  touching, 

79,  84,  93,  103,  130 

select  comiftittee  on  the  subject  of. 58 

riN^nlulion  of  Mr.  Semple,  directing  the  Presi- 
drnt-to  give  notice  fur  tlie  tdrmination  of  the 
treaty  jillowin»  the  joint  occupation  of.. 124, 
151,  195,  304.  308,  313,  320,  329,  335, 
361,  374,  377,  392,  404,  415,  419,  426 
rc!:nliiiion  of  the  Indiana  Leginlature  instruct- 
ing the  Senators  from  that  State  upon  the 

siiiije«t  of. 330 

remarks  of  Mr.  Denton  concerning  the  settle- 
ment of. 677 

bill  for  the  purchase  of  certain  copieaof  Green- 
how's  History  of,  and  California,  and  other 
Territories  on  the  northwest  coast  of  North 

America 299,  304,  553,  5(i0 

Owen,  John  H.,  late  receiver  of  the  public  mon- 
eys at  St.  Stephen's,  Alabama,  bill  author- 
izing the  Secretary  of  the  I'rcasury  to  com- 
promise and  settle  with  the  sureties  of.. .483 


P. 

Patents  and  the  Patent  Office,  the  Committee  on .  .33 

bills  reported  from 446,  630 

Patents,  annual  report  of  the  Commissioner  of, 

276,  335,  679,  682 

bill  authorizing  the  issue  of,  for  certain  lands  in, 

(he  St.  Augustine  district,  Florida. ..681, 740 

Pay  nf  officers — see  Rtvenve  Cotters;  Army;  Many; 

Engineers. 
Pea  Patch  Island,  in  the  Delaware  river,  bill  to 

settle  the  title  to „ 35, 

42,  58,  128, 280,  292,  319,-679,  682,  686 
Pearee,  James  Albert, a  Senator  from  Maryland, 
93,  128.  151,  204,  210,  330, 342, 350,  355, 
359,  446.  453,  467,  494,  497,  499,  509, 
510,  516,  560,  573,  589,  647,  665,  666, 
667,669, 672,673,685,  690,  704,  707,  713 

credentials  of. 93 

resolutions  by..... 672 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  pay  Thomas 
Allen  for  printing  the  Compendium  of  the 

Sixth  Census ; 723 

remarks  on  the  presentation  of  Washington's 

camp  chest  to  the  Senate 560,  561 

remarks  on  the  biH  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of 

Robert  Fulton 665,  666,  669 

Pennsylvania  avenue— see  District  of  Coltimbia. 
Pennsylvania,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of, 
instructing  the  Senators  from  that  State,&c., 
151,175,379,403,430 
Pensacola,  Florida,  appropriations  for  improve- 
ments at 304, 730,  731 

Pension  agents,  bill  providing  compensation  to, 
147,  281,  305,  308 
Pensioners,  bill  making  appropriation  for  the  pay- 
ment of  revolutionary  and  other,  for  the  year 

1844-45 360,  384, 497, 431,  536,  546,  706 

joint  resolution  explanatory  of  thcaboveact, 714 

(See  CtnctnTiott.) 

Pensions,  bill  to  amend  the  act  granting  half  pay 

and,  to  certain  widows,  and  the  several  acts 

and  resolutions  amendatory  of  the  same ,  and 

toextend  and  contihuethe  provisions  thereof, 

736,  745 
bill  concerning,  to  certain  widows..  .446, 673, 673 
(See^atalptmioiu;  Grompui.) 

Pensions,  the  Committee  on 23,  119 

resolutions  of  instruction  to 84, 

331,249,354,360,536,634 

bills  reported  from 147,  348, 

373,  377,  413,  438,  446,  453,  478,  510, 
536,  546,  569,  624,  678,  706,  719.  736 

adverse  reports  from 119,204,331, 

235,  273,  280,  286,  291,  304,  348,  354, 
373,  374,  377,  3'.)7,  403,  413,  430,  438, 
478.  487,  510,  536,  546,  605,  634,  643, 
647,  678,  682,  705,  706,  719,  727,  736 

Phelps,  Samuel,  a  Senator  from  Vermont 1, 

2,  5,. 71,  93,  103,  119,  124,  151,  156, 
175,  249,  276,  280,  3U0,  308, 335,  350,  354, 
396,  431,  445,  446,  471,  487,  489,  497,  530, 
535,  536,  540,  545,  553,  605,  619,  620,  632, 
641,  648,  667,  671,  673,  679,  690,  694,  707 

remarks  on  Mr.  McDuffie's  tariff  bill 293, 

300,301 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  reduce  the  rates  of  post- 
age  479,  483,  542 

remarks  on  the  District  bank  bill 616,  625 

Pilots,  bill  authorizing  the  entry  of  certain  lands 
occupied  by  the  branch  pilotsatNew  Orleans. 

Louisiana 682,740 

Piracy,  bill  to  protect  commerce,  and  punish,  KJ8 
Porter,  Alexander,  aScnator from  Louisiana,  1,35 
death  of,  announced,  and  eulogies  on  his  char- 
acter by  Messrs.  Barrow  ond  liunlon 225 

Porter,  A.  8.,  a  SenntorYrom  Michigan 1,  5, 

32,  35,  37,  134,  147,  1.58,  319,  231,  S^S,  243, 
280,286.299,348,350,354,355,361,3/3,374, 
384,386,391,396,398,399,413,487,500,516, 
547,602, 629,632,  662,669,670, 671, 707, 733 

resolutions  by 70,  75,  385,  488,  517 

remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  to  transfer  to 
the  State  of  Maryland  the  stock  held  by  the 
United  States  in  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 

canal 319 

Porter,  David,  outfit  to,  as  minister  to  Turkey ,  722 
Port  of  entry,  in  the  district  of  Possnmoquoddy, 

Maine,  bill  relating  to^he 560.  641,  643 

bill  to  establish  a.  at  Lofayette,  Louisiana.. .660 

Postmasters  Gencrol.  Assistant,  of  the   United 

States,  bill  to  regulate  the  oppointment  of 

the ;. 35,  37,  419 

bill  to  regulate  ond  fix  the  salary  of  the,  391, 431 
(Sec  Appointments.) 


Postage,  bill  to  reduce  the  rates  of,  to  limit  the 
use  and  correct  the  abuse  of  the  franking 
privilege,  and  to  prevent  frauds  on  the  rev- 

enuesofthc  Post  Office  Department 5,176, 

180,313,361,431,468,479,483,536, 

540, 546,  555,  560, 561,  573,  581,  589 

petitions  praying  a  reduction  of  the  rates  of, 

and  debate  on 32, 156,  175 

resolutions  instructing  Senators  to  vote  for  a 

reduction  of  the  rates  of. 315,354 

Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  the  Committee  on 

the 32 

discharged 737 

resolutions  of  instructions  to 10.3. 

204,  222,  273, 360,  404,  438,  602,  697 

bills  reported  from 204, 

313,  419, 524,  560, 610,  640,  691,  705,  737 

adverse  reports  from 103, 135, 147, 705. 737 

Post  Office  Department,  accounts  of  the  Auditor 

of  the 18 

resolution  calling  upon  the.  for  information.  105 

communications  from  the 162,268 

bill  nioking  appropriation  for  the  service  of 

the 660,  685,  706 

bill  to  regulate  and  fix  the  salaries  of  the  Post- 
master General,  and  others,  and  clerks  in 

Ihe,  at  Washington 391 

Post  routes — see  Florida. 
Powers,  Hiram,  joint  resolution  authorizing  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  purchase  from,  busts  in 
marble  of  such  of  the  Presidents  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  as  had  not  been  already  executed, 
425,  468,  479 
Preemption  rights,  bill  to  extend  the  time  for 
taking  up,  under  the  laws  of  1836  and  1840, 

84,99 
bill  to  secure  certain,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana. 

and  for  other  purposes 425,  438 

bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  i>ersons  who  lost 
their,  to  enter  lands  under  tne  prel'mption  act 
of  19th  June,  1834,  by  the  location  of  reser^ 
vations  under  the  late  treaty  with  the  Creek 
Indians,  for  the  chiefs  and  orphans  of  the 

tribe 553 

President  and  Vice  President,  bill  fixing  the  day 

for  the  election  of. 641,  682.  704.  727 

joint  resolution  of  Mr.  Benton  to  amend  the 
Constitution  of  Ihe  United  States  in  relation 

to  the  manner  of  electing  the 713.  738 

President  of  Ihe  United  States,  annual  message 

of  the - 5,36 

bill  to  regulate  and  reduce  the  salary  of  the, 

391,  431 
message  of  the,  announcing  the  catastrophe  on 

board  the  steamshipPrinceton 345 

resolution  directing  the,  to  give  notice  for  the 
termination  of  the  tenth  article  of  the  Ash- 
burton  treaty,  for  the  surrender  of  fugitive 

criminals 210.  315,  310 

resolution  calling  upon  the.  for  the  construction 

given  to  the  tenth  article.  &c 215 

resolution  requiring  the.  to  give  notice  to  the 
British  Government  for  the  termfnatiort  of 
the  provision  of  the  treaty  allowing  the  joint 

occupancy  of  Oregon 124, 151, 

195, 304, 313,  320,  329,  335, 361, 
374, 377,  392,  404,  415,  420,  436 

calla.upon  the,  by  resolution 36,  42, 

65. 74. 79. 103, 119, 124, 125, 176, 195, 
210,  315,  222,  235,  291,  304,  307,  313, 
318,  497.  516,  659,  662,  678,  682,  727 

communications  from  the 37, 

58. 79,  118. 155, 258,  268,  307,  310, 

354,  391,  425,  460,  516,  589,  726 

Princeton,  the  steamer,  explosion  of  the  big  gun 

onboard 345 

expensesofthe  funcralsof  those  killed  on  board, 
paid  out  of  the  contingent  funds  of  the  two 

Houses 719 

Printer  to  the  Senate,  election  of. 9 

Printing,  the  Committee  on 33 

reports  from > 84, 

93,  124, 128, 134,  156,  215, 222,  638,  679 
joint  resolution  to  reduce  the  price  of  the  pub- 
lic  210 

Private  Land  Claims,  the  Committee  on..33,  105 

discharged 737 

bills  reported  from 124,  373, 

384,  419,  510,  628.  668,  678,  713,  727,  736 
adverse  reports  from... .243,  348,  377,  713,  737 

Public  Buildings,  the  Committee  on 23 

resolution  insiruciing 400,  620 

bill  reported  from 672 

adverse  reports  from. 676, 663 
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Public  lands,  bill  to  graduate  and  reduce  the  price 

of  the,  &c 13,  22,  373 

bill  to  authorize  the  repayment  for,  sold  by  the 

United  States  without  authority  of  lanr...74G 

bill  to  recognize  the  sale  of,  in  the  State  of 

Alabama,  in  certain  cases 385 

bill  to  recognize  the  sale  of,  in  Louisiana,  in 

certain  oases 691,  714 

bill  to  legalize  the  sales  of  certain,  made  in  the 
Chocchuma  and  Columbus  land  oflicos,  Mis- 
sissippi  737,740 

Public  Lands,  the  Committee  on 32 

resolutions  of  instruction  to 215, 243 

bills  reported  from 103, 

119,  128.  134,  156,  243, 256,  318. 347, 
373,  403,  425,  438,  478,  546, 636,  643, 
655.  673,  679,  681,  682,  686,  691,  737 

adverse  reports  from 156.  636 

Public  property.  Joint  resolution  providing  for 
the  more  perfect  accountability  and  security 

of  the 673 

Public  revenue,  bill  to  amend  the  act  to  repeal  the 
act  to  provide  for  the  collecting,  safe-keeping, 
transfer,  and  disbursement  of  the,  and  to 
provide  for  the  punishment  of  embezzlers  of 
the  public  money 392 

R. 

Racine,  on  the  western  shore  of  Lake  Michigan, 
bill  making  appropriations  to  aid  in  complet- 
ing the  harbor  of... 610,  739 

Railroad  companies,  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain 
State  and  other 686 

Railroad  iron — sec  Duties. 

Read ,AlmonH.,latea  Represen tative from  Pen n- 
sylvania,  death  of,  announced 703 

Receipts — see  Treoiurtr  of  the  United  Slates. 

Red  river,  concerning  the  survey  of 35,  48 

bill  to  authorize  the  survey  of  the  mouth  of, 

128,  281,  292 

Reeside,  Mary,  memorial  of,  presented 13 

bijl  for  the  relief  of. 367,  660,679,  715 

Representation — see  Stove  Represenltttion;  Terri- 
tories. 

Reservations,  of  land,  bill  to  authorize  persons  to 
whom  have  been  and  shall  be  made,  under 
ludian  treaties,  to  alienate  the  same  in  fee, 

74,  359,  632,  636 
bill  to  relinquish  the  reversionary  interest  of 

the  United  States  to  certain  Indian,  in  the 

Stale  of  Alabama 384 

Resolutions  by — 

Mr.  Allen...70,74,79,84,93, 103, 119, 125 

Mr.  Archer 304, 

307,  313,  318,  354,  360,  676,  682 

Mr.  Atchison 222, 235 

Mr.  Atherton 243,  273 

Mr.  Bagby.. .84, 304, 307, 392, 651, 655, 697 

Mr.  Barrowr 23, 

36,  65,  70,  225,  243,  342,  624,  738 

Mr.  Bates 2,  36, 249 

Mr.  Bayard 5, 152,  400, 589, 642,  659 

.  Mr.  Benton 29,  36,  42,  54,  58,  65, 

70, 103, 134, 147,  152,  210,  215,  467,  482 

Mr.  Berrien 250 

Wr.  Breese 33, 

36, 42, 54, 58, 70, 75, 103, 134, 151 ,  210, 
215,  222,  231,  461,  602,  659,  662,  727 

Mr.  Buchanan 347,  706 

Mr.  Choate 385 

Mr.  Colquitt 38 

Mr.  Crittenden 415 

Mr.  Evan 36,  124,  419,  497,  619 

Mr.  Fulion 404 

Mr.  Ilannogan 93 

Mr.  Haywood 385,  392,  425 

Mr.  Henderson 36,  42 

Mr.  Huger 620 

Mr.  Huntington 540,553 

Mr.  Jarnignn 23, 36, 

42,  54.  215,  222,  392.  404,  482,  488,  593 
Mr.  Johii8on...360,  307,438,585,643,659 

Mr.  King 70,  135,  307 

Mr.  M  Duffic 707 

Mr.  MiM-rick 93, 105,  249 

Mr.  MilU;r 671,  672 

Mr.  Pcarcc 672 

Mr.  Porter,  of  Michigan 70, 

75,  385,  488,  517 

Mr.  Rives 346 

Mr.  Simple l 119,  124, 

176,  193,  195,  210,  215,  291.  304, 
.113.  .330,  a'T^,  334,  ,335,  351.  3C0. 
•JU\,  3r<,  3JJ,  4UI,  -liO,  4.:t>,  497 


Resolutions  by — Contitmed. 

Mr.  Sevier 204, 

215,  249,  268,  318,  589,  g97,  707 

Mr.  Simmons 628,  632 

Mr.  Sturgeon 624,  703 

Mr.  Tappan 5,  13,  22, 

307, 313, 318, 404, 466, 508, 530, 741, 746 

Mr.  Uplmm 536 

Mr.  Walker 70,  74,  103,  280,  360,  713 

Mr.  Woodbridge 354, 

360,  488,  524,  659,  662,  705,  738 

Mr.  Woodbury 42, 

48,  93,  99,  355,  537,  553,  719,  738,  746 

Mr.  Wright 516,517 

Retrenchment,  and  economy,  resolutions  of  the 

Legislature  of  New  Yorl  concerning 210 

Committee  on,  and  Reform 22 

report  of  the  Committee  on 637 

proposition  to  print  twenty  thousand  copies 

thereof. 746 

Retrenchment  bills 391, 431 

(See  wSrmy.) 
Revenue— see  P4i6/ie  Revenue. 
Revenue  cutters,  bill  to  increase  the  nay  of  cer- 
tain ofBcers  of,  while  serving  in  the  Navy  of 

the  United  States ...46,  404,  413 

service,  bill  to  regulate  the  appointment  of  of- 
ficers in  the 668 

Revolutionary  Claims,  the  Committee  on 22 

discharged 737 

bills  reported  from 56,  436,  536,  719 

adverse  reports  from.... 147,  168,  192,204,210, 

231,  273,  279,  327.  373,  403,  438,  446,  536 

Rhode  Island,  protest  and  declaration  of,  against 

any  interference  on  the  part  of  Congress 

with  the  internal  affairs  of  that  State 581 

Rivesi  William  C,  a  Senator  from  Virginia.. .1, 
58,  79,  93,  119,  120,  125,  151,  175,  203, 
210,  312, 330,  349,  430,  569,  610, 620,  624, 
627,  629,  635,  647,  651,  663,  667,  673,  705 

resolutions  by 346 

remarks  on  the  resolution  directing  notice  to'be 
given  to  England  for  the  termination  of  the 
provision  of  the  treaty  allowing  the  joint  oc- 
cupancy of  Oregon... 406,  407,  422,  423 

annunciation  by,  of  the  catastrophe  on  board 

the  steamer  Princeton ; 346 

remarks  on  Mr.  McDufGe's  tariff  bill 667 

Roads  and  Canalii,  the  Committee  on 23,  119 

bills  reported  from.. 330,  384, 396, 487. 594,  713 

Rules  of  the  Senate,  concerning  the  transaction 

of  executive  business  with  closed  doors,  and 

resolution  of  Mr.  Allen  to  alter  the 70.74 

S. 

Salaries  of  the  officers  of  the  several  Departments 

of  Qovernment,  bills  to  reduce  the 391 

Salary — see  Judge. 

Sale  of  public  lands — see  Public  lands. 
Salt  and  other  merchandise,  bill  to  allow  the,  im- 
ported from  foreign  countries,  to  be  landed 
on  the  right  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  opposite 

New  Orleans 647,  652 

Sandusky,  Ohio,  resolution  relative  to  a  lot  of 

ground  in 682 

Sardinia — see  Charge. 

Savannah,  Georgia,  joint  resolution  to  authorize 
the  sale  or  other  disposition  of  a  lot  of  ground 

belonging  to  the  United  States  in 719 

School  lands:  bill  authorizing  the  relinquishment 
of  the  sixteenth  sections  granted  for  the  use 
of  schools,  and  the  entering  of  other  lands  in 

lieu  thereof. 48 

bill  to  authorize  the  school  trustees  in  township 
forty-eight,  Missouri,  to  enter  a  section  of 
land  in  Tieu  of  section  sixteen,  for  the  use  of 

schools 243,  597 

bill  to  authorize  selection  of  certain,  in  the  Ter- 
ritories of  Florida,  Iowa,  and  Wisconsin,  510 
Schools  of  instruction— see  M'aval  service. 
Seamen,  American,  bill  to  supply  the  deficienCT 
in  the  appropriations  for  the  fiscal  year  ena- 
ing  June  30,  1844,  for  the  relief  and  protec- 
tion of. 152,  156 

Secretary  of  the  Senate,  report  of  the 99,  103 

Semple,  James,  a  Senator  from  Illinois I, 

2,  70.  74,  93,  99,  103,  124,  125, 
151, 185,196,216.279,305,329,334, 
34r,  354, 391, 404, 415, 430, 487, 497, 
499,500,581,589,605,627,694.731 

credentials  of. 2 

resolutions  by 119,  124,  176,  193,  195, 

210,  215,  291,  .304,  313,  320, 329, 334, 335. 
Xii,  3G0,  301,  377,  392,  404,  420,  U6,  197 


Semple,  Jame»,  a  Senator  from  Illinois — C«i»- 
tinued. 
remarks  nn  the  resolution  directing  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Slates  to  give  notice  to  the 
British  Government  for  the  termination  of 
the  provision  of  treaty  allowing  ihe  joint  oc- 
cupancy of  Oregon 195, 308,  423 

remarks  on  his  bill  to  remodel  the  consular 

establishment  of  the  United  States 307 

remarks  concerning  the  employment  of  the 

home  squadron 391 

remarks  on  the  Cumberland  road  bill 500 

remarks  on  the  postage  bill 548,  556 

Senate,  quorum  of  the,  assembled 1 

hour  of  meeting  of  the 3,  655 

Committee  to  Audit  and  Control  the  Contin- 
gent Expenses  of  the S2 

Sevier,  A.  H.,  a  Senator  from  Arkansas 1,5, 

9, 22, 125, 134, 152. 156, 180, 185, 193, 304, 
237,  249,  250,  258,  268,  270, 273, 280, 298, 
307,  312,  313,  318,  327,  330,334, 343, 343, 
355,  363,  373,  386,  398,  423,  431, 436, 450, 
460,  467,  478.  488.  489,  494,509,536,  561, 
^4,  594,  620.  624,  638,  629, 632, 636, 641, 
643,660,662,663,673,676,678,679,691. 
707,  714,  715.  730.  731.  733.  736.  741.  745 

credentials  of., 5 

resolutions  by 204, 

215,  249.  268.  318,  589,  697,  707 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  adjustment  of  land 

claims  in  Louisiana,  &c .' 152 

remarks  on  Mr.  McDuffie's  tariff  bill 167 

remarks  on  the  resolution  directing  notice  to  be 
given  for  the  termination  of  the  provision  of 
the  treaty  allowing  the  joint  occupancy  of 

Oregon > 426 

remarks  on  the  bill  making  appropriation  for 

■     certain  fortifications 4^,  488 

remarks  on  the  postage  bill 547.  555,  589 

remarks  on  the  District  bank  bill.  615, 616,  624 
Simmons,  James  F.,  a  Senator  from  Rhode  Isl- 
and  1,203. 

215,  219,  222,  342,  343,  376,  425, 432, 433, 
449,  455,  468,  574,  626,  641,  656.  679.  733 

resolutions  by 628,  G33 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the.  remission  of  duties 

on  railroad  iron , 708 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  reduce  the  ralea  of  post- 
age  433, 

434,  479,  483.  464.  542,  548,  556,  561 
remarks  on  the  bill  making  compensation  to 

pension  agents 305,  306 

remarks  on  Mr.  McDufHe's  tariff  bill 455, 

456,  461,  463,  463,  461 
Slave  representation,  resolutions  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Massachusetts  instructing  her  Sena- 
tots  to  vote  for  an  amendment  to  the  Consti- 

tution  to  destroy 179,  249,  697 

resolutions  of  other  State  Legislatures  concern- 
ing  243,342,360 

Slavery  and  slave  trade — see  British  presumption. 
Slaves,  fugitive,resolutioncaUingon  thePresident 

of  the  United  States  concerning 210 

Smith.  Jeremiah,  lUias  Jeremiah,  jr.,  concerning 

on  appropriation  for  the  benefit  of. 719 

Smithsonian  bequest,  concerning  the ..37 

Smithsonian  Institution,  bill  for  the  establishment 
of  a.  for  the  increase  of  knowledge  among 

men 691 

Solicitor  of  the  General  Land  Office,  resolution 
concerning  the  abolition  of  the  office  of..243 

bill  for  that  object 347,  615,  628,  636 

Spirit  rations — see  .Navy. 

Spirituous  liquors,  joint  resolution  to  prohibit  the 

sale  of,  in  the  Capitol 673 

Spoliations,  French,  prior  to  1600,' remarks  of 

Mr.  Fairfieldon  the  subject  of. 266 

resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts 

on  the  subject  of. 347 

bill  forthereliefof  American  citizens  who  were 

sufferers  by 670 

Sprag ue,  William,  a  Senator  from  Rhode  Island. 

1.70 

resignation  of. « I79 

State  Department,  resolution  calling  upon  the,  for 

information 738 

communications  from  the 54, 

126.  425,  445,  536 
bill  to  regulate  and  fix  salaries  of  the  Secretary 
and  other  officers  and  clerks  in  the,  at  Wash- 
ington  391,  431 

Statistics,  commercial,  joint  resolution  providing 

for  the  return  of  oaditional 334, 

355, 384.  672.  738 
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Stcnm  vcisela  of  war  to  be  built  at  Pittsburg, 
Pennsylvania,  concerning  an  .appropriation 

for , 731,732 

bill  providing  for  certain  experiments  in  rela- 
tion to  the  proper  model  or  form  of. 403 

St.  Louis,  proposition  to  print  the  report  relative 

to  the  survey  of  the  harbor  of. 499 

Stocicbridge  tribe  of  Indians,  bill  for  the  payment 
of  certain  arrearages  said  to  be  due  to  the, 

682,714 
Sturgeon,  D.  W.,  a  Senator  from  Pennsylva- 
nia  .....],  35,  54, 

70,  84,  93, 99, 103,  124, 151, 168, 175, 192, 
215,  255,  256,  279,  298,  304,  307,  384, 403, 
413,  419,  425,  430,  460,  467,  5.10,  535,  540, 
560,  605,  616,  642,  679,  691,  C94,  712,  715 

resolutions  by 624, 703 

remarks  concerning  duty  on  railroad  iron. ..419 
remarks  against  any  change  in  the  tariflf  pol- 
icy  430 

eulogy  on  Almon  H.  Read, deceased, late  a  Rep- 
resentative from  Pennsylvania 703 

Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  bill  concern- 
ing the 99,  334,  450,  461 

(See  Justieet.) 
Surveyor  general  for  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana, 
and  Michigan,  bill  relating  to  the  office  of 

the'. 37,  156,  350,  355,  360 

Survey  of  the  northern  line  of  reservations  for  the 
half-breeds  of  the  Sac  and  Fox  tribes  of  In- 
dians by  the  treaty  of  August,  1824,  bill  to 

repeal  the  act  directing  the 419,  536,  540 

Surveys — see  Red  river;  Land  Claims;  Harbors. 
Swartwout,  Samuel,  late  collector  of  customs  in 
^the  port  of  New  York,  bill  to  authorize 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  make  ar- 
rangements or  compromise  with  any'bf  the 
suieties  on  the  bonds  given  to  the  United 
States  by 327,  335 

T. 

Tallmadge,  N.  P.,  a  Senator  from  New  York, 
1,  35,  69,  74,  99,  103,  119,  124,  128, 
151 , 168, 185, 192, 222, 242, 29 1 , 298, 299. 
318,359,361, 373, 386, 391 ,  403, 413, 437, 
445,453,461, 467, 478, 482, 487, 492, 530, 
581,597, 602, 619, 620, 631, 632, 633, 643, 
647, 635, 665, 676, 682, 719, 722, 727, 746 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  connect  the  Fox  and 

'Wisconsin  rivers  by  a  canal 156,  157, 

168, 185, 193, 194, 195, 204, 205,216, 313, 
348,  367,  386, 392, 39T,  398, 399, 420, 426 

Tappan,  Benjamin,  a  Senator  from  Ohio 1,2, 

5,  22,  35,  70,  71, 103, 119, 124. 156,  162, 
180, 185, 186, 210, 222, 230, 234, 249, 276, 
281,398,299, 304, 306, 330, 334, 348, 350, 
355, 362, 404, 425, 431 , 4.32, 437, 438, 446, 
453, 479, 482, 488, 492, 494, 516, 530, 540, 
545,553, 556, 560, 573, 581 , 589, 594, 605, 
611,615,616,620,624,628,631,636,640, 
043,660,665, 669, 670, 671, 673, 676, 691, 
704, 705, 720, 722, 727, 731, 732, 739, 746 

resolutions  by 5,  13, 22, 

307, 313, 318,  404, 468, 508, 530, 741, 746 
remarks  touching  the  action  of  the  Senate  as 
to  an  investigation  into  the  mental  qualifica- 
tion of  Mr.Tlilcs,  a  Senator  from  Connec- 
ticut  593 

eulogy  on  the  life  and  character  of  Hcman 

Allen  Moore,  deceased 508 

remarks  on  the  postage  bill 574 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  pensions  to  the 
widows  and  orphans  of  the  olHccrs  and  sea- 
men who  were  lost  in  the  schooner  Grampus, 

625 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  purchase  copies  of  Grccn- 

liow's  History  of  Oregon 553,  554,  555 

remarks  touching  the  title  to  the  Pea  Patch 

Island 58,  59,  60,  128 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  connect  the  Fox  and  Wis- 

cuu.iin  rivers  by  a  Ciinnl 157,  165, 

193,  194,  204,  348,  .367,  397,  399,  4i5,  426 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  support  nfihc  Insane 

Asylum  in  DistrictofCohimbin..216,235,236 

remarks  touching  the  mil  for  il>n  nroceodings 

of  the  court-martial  in  the  cSsc  of  Alexander 

Slidell  McKcnzie * 313 

remarks  on  the  joinr  resolution  to  transfer  to 
the  State  of  Maryland  the  stock  held  in  the 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company  by  the 

United  States 319,  335 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  increase  the  salary  of  the 
district  judge  of  the  United  States  for  the 
cii;b:h  Judicial  district 453,  4CB 


Tappan,  Benjamin,  a  Senator  from  Ohio — Con- 
tinued. 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  establishment  of  a 
naval  depot  at  Memphis,  Tennessee..492, 494 
/emarks  on  the  bill  providing  indemnity  to  na- 
val officers  and  seamen  who  lost  their  prop- 
erty by  the  wreck  of  United  States  vessels, 
497,  498,  606 

remarks  on  the  Cumberland  road  bill 500 

remarks  on  the  Army  retrenchment  bill 651 

remarks  concerning  the  annexation  of  Texas, 

659,  704 

remarks  concerning  an  appropriation  to  defray 

the  expenses  of  the  National  Institute... .721 

remarks  on  the  abolition  of  the  spirit  ration  in 

the  Navy 730 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  print  the  report 

of  the  retrenchment  committee 738 

Tariff,  Mr.  McDuffie's  bill  to  restore  the,  to  the 

rate  of  duties  under  the  compromise  act....42, 

48,  124,  151,  158,  102,  168,  176,  180,  186, 

205,210,  222,  231,  23G,  244,  250,  268,  275, 

292,300,  308,  425,  438,  445,  446,  455,  461, 

500,510,  517,  530, 536,  557,  560,  561,  573, 

583, 590,  605,  611,  663,  667,  671,  672,  673 

resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania 

instructing  the  Senators  from  that  State  to 

vote  against  any  alteration  of  the 430 

concerning  the ; 516 

Tax  on  lands — see  Illinois. 
Telegraph,  concerning  electro-magnetic,  685,691 
Telescopes,  bill  authorizing  the  utility  of  sub- 
marine, to  be  tested 686, 738 

Tennessee,  resolutions  of,  intnictingthc  Senators 

from  that  State 65 

(See  Jtu^et.) 
Territorial  officers,  bill  to  rcgulBts  and  fix  the 
salaries  of,  appointed  bylaws  of  the  United 

States  in  the  several  Territories 391 

Territories,  concerning  the  standing  Committee 

on 392,  404,  438 

bills  reported  from  the  Committee  on 510, 

516,  524,  647 

adverse  reports  from  the  Committee  on 745 

bill  to  auiliorizc  the  Legislatur<'8  of  the  several, 
to  regulate  the  apportionment  of  representa- 
tion, and  for  other  purposes 510,  739 

-Texas,  resolutions  of  State  Legislatures  remon- 
strating against  the  annexation  of,  to  the 

UnitedSiates 179,  354, 373,  438,  446 

petitions  for -and  against  the  ai^nexation  of, 

which  were  debated 510,  568,  704 

remarks  of  Mr.  White  concerning  the  annexa- 
tion of 690 

concerning  the  treaty  with 568 

vote  on  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  for  the  an- 
nexation of. 698 

bill  of  Mr.  Benton  for  the  annexation  of,  to  the 

United  States 699,  706,  719,  727,  740 

resolution  of  Mr.  McDuffic  for  the  r.tti&cation 

of  the  treaty  for  the  annexation  of. ...707 

Thanks  of  Congress  to  the  British  authorities  ot 
Gibraltar,  and  the  commanding  officers  and 
crew  of  her  Majesty's  ship  Malabar,  joint 

resolution  tendering  the 383,  430,  740 

Titles — see  Land  Titles. 
Trade  and  intercourse — see  Indian  Tribes. 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  joint  resolution 
respecting  receipts  issued  by  the,  for  the  pay- 
ment of  public  lands 403,  636,  641 

Treoaury  Department,  annual  report  of  the  ....23 
calls  upon  the,  for  information,  and  rcsolutiono 

of  instruction  to  the 23, 

36,  42,  48,  54,  70,  75,  S02,  404,  524, 
530,  553,  619,  624,  642,  671,  672, 738 

communications  from  the 18, 

79,  118,  147,  151,  i;5,  J88,  350,  396, 
413,  460,  509,  659,  675,  685,  690,  740 
bill  to  regulate  and  fix  the  salaries  of  the  Secre- 
tary and  other  officers  anJ  clerks  of  the,  in 

Wa.ihington 391,  431 

(See  Jl/ipoiTilments,) 

remarks  on  the  condition  of  the 745 

Treasury  notes  illegally  circulated,  bill  to  |)rovidc 
for  evidences  of  public  debt  in  certain  rases, 

l>eing  for 516,  651,  655 

Treaty — see  Jlshburlon;  Texas. 

bill  to  carry  into  effect  the,  between  the  United 
States  and  Portugal  ond  the  Netherlands,  705 
bill  explanatory  of  the,  made  with  the  Chip- 
pewa Indiana  a!  Saginaw,  January  23, 1838, 

705,  740 
Trespass  on  Indian  lands,  bill  to  prevent,  611,705 
Tuoiin,  Rev.  Septimus,  elected  Chaplain i!3 


U. 
Unclaimed  goods,  wares,  and   merchandise  at 
custom-houses,  seized  for  being  illegally  im- 
ported into  the  United  States,  bill  for  the  sale 

of. 180, 328, 335 

Upham,  William  C,  a  Senator  from  Vermont, 
1,  2,  93, 147,  175,  192,  273,  318,  327,-  431, 
481,  497,  510,  533.  568,  581,  539,  655,  736 

resolution  by 536 

Upshur,  Abel  P.,  late  Sccrewry  of  State,  killed 
on  board  the  steamer  Princeton,  message  of 
the  President  announcing  the  death  of....345 

V 
Vermont,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of,  in- 
structing Senators  from  that  State...  175,  354 
bill  for  the  payment  of  the  militia  of,  who 

served  at  Plattsburg 243,  594,  620 

Virginia — see  Courts. 
resolutions  of  th$  Legislature  of,  counter  to 
the  resolutions  of  the  Massachusetts  Legis- 
lature in  favor  of  the  destruction  of  slave 

representation .360 

Volunteers — sec  JIfiMouri. 

W. 

Wabash  anfl  Erie  Canal,  bill  to  confirm  to  the 
State  of  Indiana  certain  lands  selected  by 
that  State  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  the, 
367,  60S,  610 
bill  to  grant  to  the  States  of  Indiana  and  Illi- 
nois a  portion  of  the  unsold  lands  in  the 
Vincenncs  land  district  for  the  completion 

of  the 628,631 

V/alkor,  Robert  J.,  a  Senator  from  Mississippi, 
1,  13,  22,  35,  37,  48,  74,  75,  124,  125. 
1 47, 157, 272, 310, 319 ,  334, 355, 373, 397. 
419,510,524,555,560,581,597,620,628, 
629,  636,  648,  707,  714,  727,  737,  746 

resolutions  by 70,  74,  103,  280,  360,  713 

remarks  on  the  bill  making  appropriation  to 
satisfy  illegal  expenditures  of  money  by  th« 

Departments 739 

remorks  on  his  resolution  touching  the  assump* 
tion  of  right  by  England  to  extend  her  crim- 
inal jurisdiction  over  the  sl&ve  trade  in  the 

United  States 713,  727 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  restore  to  General  Jack- 
son the  fine  imposed  on  him  at  New  Or- 
leans  ,273,275 

remarks  on  the  bill  authorizing  a  survey  of  the 

mouth  of  Red  river 281 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  connect  the  Fox  and 

Wisconsin  rivers  by  a  canal 158, 

348,  397.  398. 399 

remarks  on  the  annexation  of  Texas 510 

remarkson  the  bill  to  establish  anaval  depot  and 

dock-yard  at  Memphis,  Tennessee,  518, 526 

remarks  concerning  an  appropriation  to  defray 

the  expenses  of  the  National  Institute. ...721 

remarks  on  the  abolition  of  the  spirit  ration  in 

the  Navy 730 

remarkson  the  report  of  the  retrenchment  com- 
mittee  737,  738 

War  Department,  bill  to  regulate  and  fix  the  sal- 
aries of  the  Secretary  and  other  officers  and 

clerks  in  the,  at  Washington 391,  431 

(See  Appointments.) 

calls  on  the,  for  information 23,  54,  58,  70, 

75,  93,  135,  215,  222,  249,  280,  304,  307, 
318,  342,  385,  425,  467,  482,  488,  659,  662 

communications  from  t(ie 41,  74,  84,  118, 

147,  155,  168,  179,  192,  230,  258,  312,342, 

359,  363,  373,  396,  437,  509,  594,  659,  731 

Washington  city,  lands  owned  by  the  United 

Statrs  in 481 

Washington  Gas  Light  Company,  bill  to  incor- 
porate the 413 

Washington,  joint  resolution  accepting  the  swoni 

of,  and  the  staff  of  Franklin 305 

Washini^ton's  camp  chest,  joint  resolution  ac- 
cepting  560 

Webster,  Daniel,  opinions  of,  adverse  to  a  i>ro- 

tective  tariff. 611 

Weed,  Julia  A.,  debate  concerning  a  pension  to, 

647,655 
White,  Albert  S.,  a  Senator  from  Indiana... 1,  2, 
18, 36,  42, 58,  65, 119, 179,  203,  204, 21.5. 
219,  330,  2.11,  234,  279,  304,  350,  354. 
3.15,  3.19,  367,  373,  384,  399,  403,  413, 
430,  4m,  4C8,  492,  497,  510,  536,  560, 
594.  605,  610,  G37,  628,  632,  641,  642, 
6.W,  074,  070,  632,  691,  097,  705,  706, 
707,  713,  714,  715,  731,  733,  737,   741 
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INDEX  TO 


While,  Albert  S.,  a  Senator  from  Indiana — Con- 
tinued. 

remarks  on  the  right  of  ihstraction 179 

remarks  on  the  Cumberland  road  bill,  489,  500 

remarks  on  proposition  to  print  the  report  of  the 

survey  of  the  harbor  of  St.  Louis...499,  500 

remarks  on  the  posta^  bill 555 

retnarka  on  the  bill  giving  assent  to  Illinois  to 

tax  lands,  &c ....662 

remarks  on  the  subject  of  annexation 690 

Wilkes,  Commander  Charles,  of  the  exploring 
expedition,  proposition  for  extra  pay  to,  de- 
baled 721 

Wisconsin  Territory,  bill  to  grant  a  certain 
quantity  of  land  to  aid  in  the  improvement 
of  Fox  and  Wisconsin  rivers^  and  to  con- 
nect the  same  by  a  canal,  in 119, 138, 152, 

156,  168,  1&5, 193,  204,  216, 313, 328,  348, 
361,  367,  385,  392,  397,  414,  419,  425,  431 
(Sec  School  Land}.)    . 

bill  makin:;  ait  appropriation  to  defray  the  ex- 
pense of  the  session  of  the  Assembly  of,  for 

1842-43 614 

bill  supplemental  lo  the  act  for  laying  off  the 
towns  of  Fort  Madison  and  Burlington,  in 
the  county  of  Des  Moines,  and  the  towns  of 
Belleview,  Dubuque,  and  Peru,  ia  the  county 

of  Dubuque,  in 516,  740,  746 

bill  granting  a  section  of  land  for  the  improve- 
ment of  Grant  river,  at  the  town  of  Potosi, 

in 647 

Woodbridge,  W.,  a  Senator  from  Michi- 
gan  1, 18, 35,  42,  48,  54,  58,  69,  84, 

93,  103,  119,  124, 128.  134,  147,  155,  162, 
168,  180,  181,  185, 192,  203, 219, 243. 249, 
255,  256,  292,  298,  304,  318,  334,  347,  354. 
373,  391,  403,  425,  431,  437,  438,  445,  478, 
487,  492,  510,  516,  530,  545,  546,  569,  602, 
60..,  611,  632,  636,  G43,  647,  655,  G62,  GS7, 
669,  670,  G72,  673,  676,  679,  681,  686,  697, 
705,  706,  714,  718,  727,  731,  732,  740,  746 

resolutions  by 354, 

360,  m,  524,  659,  662,  705,  738 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  connect  the  Fox  and 

Winconsin  rivers  by  a  canal 157,  158, 

193, 204,.205,  385,"386,  397,  398,  399,  426 
^  remarks  on  the  bill  to  restore  to  General  Jack- 
son tlie  fine  imposed  on  him  at  Nciv  Orleans, 

275,280 
remarks  touching  the  question  of  annexation 

of  Texas... 510,  707 

remarks  on  his  resolutioii  to  print  Johnson's 
report  on  the  subject  of  issuing  $200,000,000 

of  Government  slock 360 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  abolish  the  office  of  Soli- 
citor of  the  General  Land  Office.  .615, 628,  629 
remarjcs  on  the  bill  giving  assent  to  Illinois  to 

tax  lands 660 

Woodbury,  Levi,  a  Senator  from  New  Hamp- 
shire ....1,  5,  35, 37, 54,  71,  74,  99,  119,  120, 
129,  134,  147,  151, 157,  175,  J80,  181, 192, 
205,  270,  300,  304,  307,  318,  328,  334, 349, 
396,  397,  398,  400,  426,  427,  430,  433,  438, 
446,  463,  478,  488,  535,  546,  635,  642,  647, 
6.59,  662,  667,  672,  694,  705,  700,  714,  719, 
722,  723,  730,  731,  732, 736,  738,  741,  746 

resolutions  by 42, 

48,  93,  99,  355,  537,  553,  719,  738,  746 
remarks  concerning  general  education  in  the 

District  of  Columbia 553 

remarks  concerning  an  appropriation  for  the 

salary  of  charg£  to  Sardinia 720 

remarks  touching  the  title  to  the  Pea  Patch 

Island 59 

iremarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs 

of  Robert  Fulton 669 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  remission  of  duties 

on  railroad  iron » 419,  708 

remarks  on  bill  concerning  naval  pensions,  668 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  abolish  the  office  of  So- 
licitor of  the  General  Land  Office 628,629 

remarks  touching  the  expenditures  of  Govern- 
ment  75 

remarks  on  Mr.  McDuffie's  tariff  bill 164, 

237,  244,  245,  250,  25J ,  252,  456,  590,  667 
remarks  on  the  bill  making  compensation  to 

pension  agents _ 305,  .306 

remarks  conccrningthe  National  Institute. .419 
remarks  concerning  the  duties  on  railroad  iron, 

419,  430 


Woodbury,  Levi,  a  Senator  from  New  Hamp- 
shire— Conlinned. 

remarks  on  the  postn!:c  bill 433, 

484,  536,  540,  541,  542,  547,  556 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  grant  indemnity  to  offi- 
cers and  seamen  who  lost  their  properly  by 
wreck  of  United' States  vessels  of  war. ..498, 

573,606 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  a  naval  depot 

at  Memphis,  Tennessee o27 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widows 
and  orphans  of  the  officers  and  seamen  who 
were  lost  on  board  the  United  States  schooner 

Grampus .' 614 

remarks  concerning  a  marine  hospital  at  New 

Orleans 719 

remarks  concerning  an  appropriation  to  defray 

the  expenses  of  the  National  Institute 721 

remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill 730 

remarks  on  the  condition  of  the  finances  of  the 

Government 745 

Wright,  Silas,  a  Senator  from  New  York 1, 

2,  22,  35,  70,  71, 74,  84, 118, 119, 134, 162, 
168,  175,  180,  181,  184, 192,  203,  204,  210, 
215, 231,  235, 249,  279,  291, 298,  312,  318, 
327,  350,  355, 367,  373, 391, 425,  427,  431,' 
437,  438,  445,  446,  453,  460,  478,  482,  483, 
499,  509,  530,  536, 562,  568,  573,  581,  594, 
•  597, 6U5,  620,  627,  631,  643,  665,  666,  667, 
669,  673, 676,  678,  686,  704,  705,  713,  714, 
715,  718,  719,  727,  729,  730,  731,  736,  745 

credentials  of. 2 

resolution  by 516,  517 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  pay  Thomas 
Allen  for  printing  the  Compendium  of  the 

Sixth  Census 722 

remarks  on  th«  propriety  of  an  inquiry  into  the 
mental  qualification  of  Hon.  John  M.  Niles, 

a  Senator  from  Connecticut 594 

remarks  on  the  postage  bill 471, 

463,  484,  541,  542,  546,  556,  581 
remarks  on  the  bill  making  appropriation  for 
the  Insane  Asylum  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia  235 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  connect  the  Fox  and 

Wisconsin  rivers  by  o  canal 398 

remarks  on  the  bill   concerning  naval  (wn- 

sions 668,  669 

remarks  on  proposition  tu  print  the  report  of  the 
survey  of  the  harbor  of  St.  Louis.. ..499,  500 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  Hsley , 
and  touching  the  fees  of  custom-house  offi- 
cers   70 

remarks  on  the  resolution  calling  for  the  pro-  ^ 
ceedtngs  of  the  court  martial  in  the  case  of  j 

Captain  McKcnzie 530 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  redeem  the  stolen  can- 
celed Treasury  notes .655,  656 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  tlte  lieirs  of 

Robert  Fiilton 665 

Writs — ^sec  Diatrict  of  Columbia. 

Y. 

Yeas  and  nays — 

on  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Allen  calling  on  the 
President  for  the  instructions  given  to  our 
minister  to  England  touching  the  Oregon  ques- 
tion  .....120 

on  llie  proposition  to  print  the  resolutions  of 
the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  to  destroy 
slave  representation 180 

on  the  bill  to  restore  to  General  Jackson  the 

fine  imposed  on  him  at  New  Orleans 250, 

274,280 

on  the  bill  making  appropriation  for  the  support 
of  the  Insane  Asylum  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia   258 

on  the  bill  making  appropriation  for  the  repair 
of  Pennsylvania  avenue 288,  305  ! 

on  the  bill  making  compensation  to  pension  I 
agents 306, 307  j 

on  the  joint  resolution  to  transfer  to  the  State  | 
of  Maryland  the  stock  held  by  the  United 
States  in  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal,  335 

on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  contractors 
with  the  Government 350 

on  the  bill  to  connect  the  Fox  and  Wisconsin 
rivers  by  a  canal 368,  398,  399,  420,  426 

on  the  bill  to  repeal  certain  sections  of  the  dis- 
tribution act 400 


Yeas  and  nays — Continued. 

on  ih'"  resolution  requiring  the  President  to  give 
notice  for  the  termination  of  the  provision  of 
the  treaty  allowing  the  joint  occupancy  of 
Oregon 427 

on  the  bill  making  appropriation  for  the  pay- 
ment of  revolutionary  and  oilier  pensioners, 

428,  431 

on  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  on  Territo- 
ries....  438 

on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Gardner  and 
others,  directors  of  an  cssociation  called  the 
New  England  Mississippi  Land  Company, 

632,  636 

on  the  bill  to  reduce  the  rates  of  postage. ..484, 
542,  547,  548,  555,  556,  561,  582,  583,  590 

on  tlic  bill  making  appropriations  for  tlie  sup- 
port of  the  Military  Academy 483 

on  the  fortification  bill 488 

on  the  bill  for  the  establishment  of  a  naval  de- 
pot at  Memphis,  Tennessee 527,  530 

on  the  bill  to  purchase  certain  copies  of  Green- 
how's  History  of  Oregon 553 

on  takingup  Mr.  McDuffie's  tariff  bill. .561,  674 

on  the  Cumberland  road  bill 605,  610 

on  the  bill  making  indemnity  to  officers  and 
seamen  who  lost  property  by  the  wreck  of 
United  States  vessels-of-war 606,  610 

on  ilie  bill  granting  the  right  of  way  through 
the  public  lands  to  the  Great  Western  Rail- 
way Company 611 

on  the  District  bank  bill 616,  624,  625 

on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  ihe  widows  and  or- 
phans of  officers  and  seamen  who  were  lost 
on  board  the  United  States  schooner  Gram- 
pus  685 

on  tlu!  bill  to  abolish  the  office  of  Solicitor  of 
the  General  Land  Office 629 

on  the  resolution  for  the  adjournment  nf  Con- 
gress sine  die ^ 641,  663 

on  the  Army  retrenchment  bill 652,  659 

on  the  bill  concerning  naval  pensions 669 

on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Robert 
Fulton _ 669 

on  the  bill  to  construct  a  canal  around  the  falls 
of  St.  Mary .*..; 669,  671 

on  the  eastern  and  western  harbor  bills 676 

■  on  Mr.  McDuffie's  resolution  concerning  the 
annexation  of  Texas 707 

on  the  Army  appropriation  bill 706 

on  the  bill  for  the  settlement  of  the  title  to  the 
Pea  Patch  Island 129,686 

on  Ihe  reception  of  an  abo^ftion  anti-annexation 
petition 691 

on  the  Texas  treoiy 698 

on  Mr.  Benton's  bill  for  annexation 719 

on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mai-y  Reesidc...715 

on  the  bill  for  the  remission  of  duties  nn  rail- 
road iron 707,  708,732,  733 

on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  claimants 
under  the  Cherokee  treaty 715 

on  striking  out  the  approprjalion  for  the  mis- 
sion to  Sardinia 720 

'on  striking  out  the  appropriation   lo  pay  for 

£  riming  ihe  fourth  and  fifth  volumes  of  the 
documentary  History  of  the  United  Statea, 

721 

on  the  proposition  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the 
'National  Institute 721 

on  the  proposition  to  purchase  the  building  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  in  Philadel- 
phia for  a  custom-house 721 

on  the  proposition  lo  poy  Thomas  Allen  for 
printing  the  Compendium  of  the  Sixth  Cen- 
sus  722 

on  Mr.  Walker's  resolution  calling  on  the  Pres- 
ident for  information  as  to  how  far  England 
had  extended  her  criminal  jurisdiction  over 
the  slave  trade  in  the  United  Stales 727 

on  the  bill  for  the  election  of  the  electors  of 
President  and  Vice  President  on  the  same 
day  throughout  the  United  States. ..727,  729 

on  the  abolition  of  the  spirit  ration  in  the  Navy, 
-  731 

on  the  proposition  to  give  extra  pay  to  Captain 
Wilkes,  as  Commander  of  the  exploring  ex- 
pedition  731 

on  the  Bnl  making  appropriation  to  satisfy  dis- 
bursements illegally  made  by  the  Depart- 
ments   732 
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Abbott,  Amos,  a  Representative  from  Massa- 
chusetts  ^,  371,  435,  505,  568 

Abolition  petitions,  memorials,  &C..41, 56, 60, 80, 

84, 177, 178, 184, 233,  234, 301, 302,  413 

report  of  Mr.  Campbell,  retummg  a  petition 

presented  by  Mr.  Adams 136 

Accounts,  the  Committee  of. 30 

Adams,  John  Q.uincy,  a  Representative  from 
Ma8SachusetM...l,3,4,,18,20,21,  22,  23,33, 
39,  41,  42,  43,  44,  49,  57,  60,  61.  62,  65, 
66,  68,  71,  72,  75,  76,  78,  79,  81,  88,  94, 
99, 100, 101, 107, 108, 109, 120,  125, 126, 
131,136, 137, 140, 141, 144, 146, 170, 172, 
178, 183, 184, 198, 199, 209, 229, 234, 237, 
385,290,297,301,302,310,312,323,325, 
327,331,332,333,339,340,343,344,350, 
353, 357, 358, 375, 376, 386, 402, 409, 410, 
424, 429, 435, 443, 444, 452, 460, 464, 467, 
471,490,496,514,521,532,548,557,563, 
578, 585, 591, 592, 606, 607, 635, 636, 638, 
642, 657, 662, 665, 670, 672, 674, 677, 689, 
693,  694,  708,  710, 716, 717, 718, 735, 742 

resolutions  bv 100,  148,  332,  402,  710 

remarks  on  tne  death  of  Hon.  Barker  Burnell, 

36 
remiirkson  the  Massachusetts  resolutions  pro- 
posing to  amend  the  Constitution 65, 

66,  71,  490 

extraordinary  petition  presented  by 301 

remarks  on  (he  bill  to  Iremount  the  second  regi- 
ment of  dragoons .429 

remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill. ...474 
remarks  on  presenting  toe  camp  chest  of  Gen- 
eral Washington 559 

remarks  on  his  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the 
Chair,  that  the  eastern  harbor  bill  could  not 
be  reconsidered  a  second  time  afterthe  Presl- 

-     dent's  veto 723 

Adjournment  of  Congress,  resolutions  on  the,  208, 
317,  323,  332,  457,  471,  496,  625 

message  of  the  Senate  in  relation  to  the 674 

African  colonization,  motion  of  Mr.  J.  R,  Inger- 

aoll  to  print  the  documents  in  relation  to,  48 

African  squadron,  resolution  of  Mr,  Adams  in 

regard  to 100 

Agents  or  attorneys,  bill   for  the  payment  of 
equitable  commissions  to. ..189, 641, 667,695 

Aericulture,  the  Committee  on 29 

Afabama,  bill  amendatory  of  the  act  authorizing 

the  payment  of  certain  claims  of. 237 

bill  to  remove  certain  lemd  offices  in 408 

resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of,  in  answer  to 

the  Massachusetts  resolutions .418 

Alexandria  Canal  Company,  bill  to  incorporate 

the.... ,....:. 457,  631,  699 

Alexandria,  District  of  Columbia,  communica- 
tion from  the  Mayor  of. 114 

bill  for  repairing  the  roof  of  the  court  bouse 

of. 630,698 

bill  to  incorporate  the  Female  Orphan  Asylum 

and  Free  School  of. 153,  631,  698 

Allegheny  river,  improvement  of. 208 

American  seamen,  appropriations  for  the  relief 
of— see  ^pjtrojniations. 

Amistad,  case  of  the 528,557,  562 

Anderson,  Joseph  H.,  a  Representative  from 

New  York 1,  3,  68,  74,  128,  134, 

171, 234,361, 326, 345, 354, 413, 496,  588 
Apportionment  act,  bill  to  repeal  the  second  sec- 
tion of  the 100, 390 

A  ppropriations — 
for  the  Indian  department,  &c.,  for  the  fiscal 

year  ending  June  30, 1845 139, 

334,  313,  394,  548,  735,  744 
for  the  support  of  the  Military  Academy  for 

the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1845. 139, 

365,383t394,400 
for  the  support  of  the  Army  for  the  fiscal  year 

ending  June  30, 1845... 139,  458,  465, 

473,  475,  533, 538,  545, 715, 736, 743, 744 

for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of  the 

Qovernment  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 

30  1845 129 

548,  6Ki,"6»',"^V  «»ii  ra7,"  734,  m^^  7M 


Appropriations — 'Continued. 
to  supply  a  deficiency  in  the  appropriations  of 
the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1844,  for  the 

relief  of  American  seamen 140 

for  the  payment  of  the  revolutionary  and  other 
pensioners  of  the  United  States  for  the  fiscal 

year  ending  June  30,  1845 153, 

313,  317, 353,  512,  529,  671,  673 

joint  resolution  ex  planatory  of  the  above,  735 

for  certain  fortifications  of  (he  United  States 

for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1845, 153, 

418,  424,  512,  659,  661 

for  the  naval  service  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 

June  30,  1845 153, 

645,  648,  653,  656,  697,  725,749 
of  certain  moneys  in  the  Treasury  for  the  naval 

service 356,  532 

for  the  Post  Office  Department  for  the  fiscal 

year  ending  June  30,  1845 548,  643,  658 

for  the  payment  of  Navy  pensions  for  the  fiscal 

year  ending  June  30,  1845 692,  712,  736 

for  certain  objects  of  expenditure  therein  men- 
tioned  695 

Arkansas,  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  to  settle 

certain  land  titles  in 140,  513 

bill  for  the  relief  of  persons  residing  within  the 
reputed  limits  of,  and  Louisiana,  and  beyond 

the  Texas  boundary  line 668,  733 

Army,  appropriation  bill — see  Appropriations. 

bill  to  regulate  the  pay  of  the,  442, 473, 486, 495 
Arrington,  Archibald  H.,  a  Representative  from 

North  Carolina.... 1,  3,  326 

Ashe,  John  B.,  a  Representative  from  Tennes- 
see  1, 

13,  42,  100,  436,  668,  675,  076,  677,  743 

resolutions  bv .149,207,375 

remarks  on  the  Navy  bill 648 

Atkinson,  Archibald,  a  Rcpresen(ativc  from  Vir- 
ginia..'.  1,3, 

57,  171,  198,  225,229,281,291,296, 
302,  334,  345,  487, 522,  533,  535,  600, 
610,  626,  627,  652,  669,  693,  697,  744 

resolutions  by 208, 332 

remarks  on  the  Army  bill 535 

remarks  on  the  Navy  bill 649 

Attorneys,  marshals,  and  clerks  of  the  United 
States  courts,  bill  to  regulate  the  fees  of...667 

B. 

Baker,Oamyn,a  Representative  from  Massachu- 
setts  177,  234,  523,  610 

Balances  of  appropriations,  bill   to  enable  the 

Secretary  of  War  to  apply. 489, 736 

Bangor,  Maine,  bill  to  establish  a  port  of  entry 

at 237,699 

Bankrupt  layr,  resolution  of  Mr.  Hubard  in  rela- 
tion to 908 

Barnard,  Daniel  D.,  a  Representative  from  New 

York 1,  2,  3,  9,  10,  12,  13,  14, 

15, 17, 18, 20, 21, 23, 24, 25, 26,  30,  39,  40, 
43, 45, 49, 52, 56, 60, 62, 66, 69,  71,  73,  73, 
83, 83, 89, 101, 113, 114, 118, 135,127, 129, 
130,  149,  153,  161,  167,  173,  174,201,203, 
214,  224,  2.30,  240,  279,  295,  302, 310,  317, 
323,  325,  327,  333,  334,  339,  341,  351,  352, 
376,  387,  388,  390,  480,  481,  491,  507, 533, 
539,  545,  5G5,  569,  579,  580,  587,  613,  616, 
617,  619,  621,  635,  638,  657,  677, 680, 683, 
669,  690,  710,  711,  716,  725,  726,  744,  747 

resolutions  by 10,  101,  333,  616 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  refund  Genera]  Jack- 
son's fine .-. 93,  93 

remarks  on  the  reference  of  the  President's 

message 137 

remarks  on  the  improvement  of  western  waters, 

160 
Barri  nger,  Daniel  M.,  a  Representative  from  North 

Carolina. 1,  3,  379, 

341,  343, 345,  457,  458.  472,  496,  545,  548 

resolutions  by 332,  444,  633 

Bayly,  Thomas  H.,  a  Representative  from  Vir- 
ginia  610 

remarks  on  Mr.  Adams's  appeal  from  the  de- 
cision of  the  Chair  against  the  second  recon- 
sideration of  the  eastern  harbor  bill 734 


Beardsley,  Samuel,  a  Representative  from  New 

York 1,  3, 16,  19, 22,  40, 

44,  51,  57,62,64,73,  75,76,  108,  110, 145, 

148,  172, 178,^3,  234.  253,  285,  302,  311 

remarks  on  the  reception  of  abolition  petitions, 

64,  87,  166,  170,  171 

remarks  on  improvement  of  western  waters,  173 

resignation  of. 356 

Bell,  John,  of  Tennessee,  extract  of  a  letter  from, 
charging  a  corrupt  bargain  between  Messrs; 

Clay  and  Adams .^.598 

Belser,  James  E.,  a  Representative  from  Ala- 
bama  1, 

4, 12,  13,  15, 34,  42,  51,  56,  64,  66. 80, 92, 
107,  126,  130,  133,  137,  166,  192, 197, 203, 
309,  224,  228,  229.  237,  284,  285, 298, 301, 
312,  317,  340,  341,  343,  357,  558, 563, 585, 
610,  624,  626,  627,  638.  640,  652,  681,  699 

resolutions  by 107,  149,  276,  333 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  refund  General  Jackson 's 

fine 122 

remarks  on  the  reception  of  abolition  petitions, 

141,  144, 145 
remarks  on  the  case  of  the  members  elected  by 

general  ticket 34G 

remarks  noticing  a  slanderous  newspaper  at- 
tack on  him 328 

remarks  on  the  western  harbor  bill 564 

remarks  on  the  tariff  bill 587,  612,  613 

remarks   on   the  rencounter  between  Messrs. 

White  and  Rathbun 610 

remark  on  the  navy  bill 649 

Bentoni  Charles  S..  a  Representative  from  New 

York 1,  3, 291,  453,  458, 585,  589,  600 

resolution  by 100 

Bidlack,  Benjamin  A., a  Representative  from  Penn- 
sylvania...1,  3,  20,  43,  45, 47, 54,  80, 84, 103, 
123,  125,  129,  130,  131, 138,  144, 150,173, 
178, 183, 192,  197,  201,  233,  255,  302,  312, 
317,  326,  331,  332,  339,  343, 390, 396,  409, 
.  416,  418,  453,  458,460,  465,  474,  476,  480, 
537,  540,  596,  610,  618,  636.  642.  665.  670 

resolutions  by 101.  131.  208 

remarks  on  the  reception  of  abolition  petitions. 

140,  141 

remarks  on  the  tariffbill 598 

remarks  on  the  general  appropriation  bill.  685 
remarks  on  the  death  of  Hon.  A.  H.  Read.  703 
Black,  Ed  ward  J.,  a  Representative  from  Georgia. 
1,  33,  34,  57,  73,  75,  80,  105,  109,  137, 
141, 144,  148, 150,  165,  178,  183,  198,  302, 
307,  313, 214, 228,  234,  241,  266,  302,  323, 
336, 333, 339, 340,  345,  377,  395,  400,  457, 
466,  495,  639,  652.  654,  660,  680,  697,  744 

resolutions  by 102, 150,  201,  375,  443 

remarks  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 

Elections « 271 

'  remarks  on  the  harbor  bill 639 

Black,  James  A.,  a  Representative  from  South 

Carolina 1, 9,  136, 

443,  458,  459,  473,  474,  475,  495,  533,  534 
remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill.. 459, 

466,  473,  534 
remarks  on  the  bill  regulating  the  pay  of  the 

Army 486 

Black,  James,  a  Representative  froth  Pennsylva- 
nia  1. 3,  134,  161,  437,  481,  568,  665 

Black  well,  Julius  W.,  a  Representative   from 

Tennessee 1,  3,  69,>178,  329,  343,  379, 

366,  453,  474,  505,  523,  560,  631,  685,  697 

resolutions  by 102,  207,  444 

Bossier.  P.   E.,  a  Representative  from   Louis- 
iana. 1.  4.  69.  74,  266, 302, 325, 327, 354, 377 

resolutions  by 108,  144,  150,  309 

annunciation  of  the  death  of,  and  tribute  of 
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Sacs  and  Foxes 710 

Dodge,  Augustus  C,  a    Representative    from 

Iowa : 1,  4,  48, 

108,  198,  203,  243,  334,  371, 383, 
396,  480,  481,  485,  533,  089,  710 

resolutions  by 108,  149,  444,  549 

Douglas,  Stephen  A., a  Representative  from  Illi- 
nois  „ 1,  4,  53, 

173,  177,  196,  197,  379,  235,326, 
.      453,  507,  528,  549,  551,  558,  559 

resolutions  by 107, 

159,  613,  644,  648,  661,  675,  741 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  refunil  General  Jackson's 

fine 116 

remarks  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions in  the  case  of  the  members  elected  by 

general  ticket 2^ 

remarks  on  the  western  harbor  bill 549, 

558,559 
remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropria- 
tion bill,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Hardin.. 681 

Dow,  Jesse  E.,  elected  Doorkeeper  of  House.. 21 
Dragoons,  bill  t6  remount  the  second  regiment 

of. 372,  424,  429.  452 

Drom;oole.  George  C.  a  Representative  from 

Virginia 1. 

273.  4,  10,  ft,  14,17.20.21.25,27,30, 
38.  101,  102,  109,  110, 178,  183, 197, 201, 
209, 224, 240, 241,  279, 284, 285,  286,  289, 
290, 296, 297, 310,  312,  317,  323,  324,  325, 
327, 330, 339, 340,  341,  343,  345,  353,  354, 
355, 356, 357, 371,  373,  376,  382,  387, 388, 
390, 416, 418, 423,  424,  429,  434,  435,  443, 
445, 450,  456,  458,  464,  471,  472,  473,  490, 
496, 513, 531, 532,  533,  534,  540,  544,  545, 
553, 563, 565,  566,  567,  569,  570,  578,  580, 
583, 587, 597, 598,  610,  618,  633,  633,  635, 
641, 657, 674, 689,  696,  697,  708,  709,  711, 
713, 716, 718, 736,  735, 742,  743,  744,  747 

resolutions  by 4,  289,  444,  464 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  distribution 

act 387 

report  of,  from  the  select  committee  on  Vir- 
ginia and  Alabama  resolutions 434 

remarks  on  thesubject  of  the  rencounter  between 

Messrs.  White  and  Rathbun 578,  579 

remarks  on  the  torilT  bill 586 

remarks  on  Mr.  Adams's  appeal  from  the  de- 
cision of  the  Chair  against  the  motion  for  a 
second  reconsideration  of  the  eastern  harbor 

bill 734 

Drummond  light,  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings  recommending  the  ligbtinf; 
of  the  Hall  with 464.  484,  496,  501,  S13 


Duncan,   Alexander,    a    Representative    from 

Ohio 1,  3,  4,  40, 

53, 61, 69,84,  111,  167,  170,  177,  178, 179, 
189, 291, 303, 310,  351,  357,  418,  423,  424, 
533,  .538, 543, 549,  558,  562,  563,  567,  568, 
598,  600, 604, 613,  617,  633,  630,  634,  635, 
640, 648, 657, 661,  664,  670,  68§,  716,  743 

resolutions  by 103 

remarks  on  the  western  harbor  bill 559 

remarks  on  the  reception  of  abolition  peti- 
tions  Ill,  113 

bill  of,  in  relation  to  the  election  of  President 

and  Vice  President , 170 

remarks  on  the  bill  filing  the  time  for  electing 
electors  of  President  and  Vice  Prcaident,  357, 

358 

remarks  on  the  tailff  bill 610,  612 

Dunlap,  Robert  P.,  a  Representative  from  Maine, 
1,3, 103, 107, 139, 142, 161, 182,219,230,237. 
272, 290, 302, 310, 325, 327, 354, 383, 412, 435. 
467, 472, 481, 492, 513, 516, 572, 633, 670,  733 

resolutions  by 309.  325.  331,  696 

remarks  on  the  tarifif  bill 599 

E. 
Elections  by  general  ticket— aee  Gtnend  tUket 

Elections,  the  Committee  of.  Speaker's  motion  in 

relation  to,  and  appointment  of. 21,  36 

reports  from 196, 209,  648 

reporu  from,  on  the  subject  of  a  United  States 

Wnk X. 741 

Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President,  reso- 
lution in  relation  to 144 

bill  of  Mr.  Duncan  fixing  the  time  for  holding 

the  election  for 170, 

302,  310,  357, 364,  634,  635 
Ellis,  Chesselden,  a  Representative  from  New 

York 1, 3,  234.  703.  741 

resolution  by 208 

remarks  on  the  tariff  bill 617 

Elmer.  Lucius  ft.  C.  a  Representative  from  New 

Jersey 1, 

3, 33. 34,  47,56, 94, 99,  126,  153.  165.  177, 
181,196,197,198,224,240,241,395,331, 
351, 358, 364, 438,  437,  496,  513,  514,  527, 
532, 580, 583, 607,  610,  618,  623,  633,  631. 
634.  635.  640,  648,  653.  658.  660,  693.  698 

resolutions  by .\ 47.  101 

remarks  on  the  subject  of  the  election  by  gen- 
eral ticket 241.  246 

remarks  on  the  Oregon  resolution 411 

remarks  on  the  subject  of  the  rencounter  be- 
tween Messrs.  White  and  Rathbun.  636,637 
Engraving  and  lithographing,  select  committee 

appomted  on 139 

resolution  in  regard  to 149 

reports  from 371,  402,  452,  457,  513,  531 

Executions,  bill  to  prohibit  public,  under  the 

laws  of  the  United  States 667 

Expenditures  in  the  several  Departments,  com- 
mittees on 30 

Exploring  expedition,  bill  to  extend  the  copy- 
right of  the  narrative  of. 667 

P. 
Fall  river,  Massachusetts,  bill  providing  for  a 

custom-house  and  post  office  at 733 

Farlee.  Isaac  G..  a  Representative  from  New 

York 1.  3.  79. 203,  291. 317,  614,  663 

Ficklin,  Orlando  B.,  a  Representative  from  Illi- 
nois  I, 

4,  69,  75,  79,  80,  84,  106,  111,  118,  128. 
139, 143, 155,  167, 171,  192, 203,225.330, 
334.  361,  381,  391,  303,  304,  313,  ^7, 334. 
345,  347,  354,  359,  377,  395,  396,  418,  453, 
460,  533,  532,  634,  654,  671,  742,  743,  744 

resolutions  by 107,  131,  149,  206,  443 

remarks  on  the  improvement  of  the  western 

waters 132 

Fish,  Hamilton,  a  Representative  from  New 

York 1, 

3.  68. 128. 139, 150, 170, 198,303,309, 319, 
325,  233,  334, 261, 302,  303,  326, 359, 374. 
375,  383,  400,  401,  430,  453,  459, 540, 568, 
624,  636,  633,  653,  654,  661,  663,  670,  744 

resolutions  by 148,653 

Florence,  Elias,  a  Representative  from  Ohio..l,  9, 

177 
Florida,  contested  election  in — see  Contested  tUc- 
tiotu. 
resolution  of  Mr.  Levy  in  relation  to  fugitive 

slaves  from 228 

resolution  of  Mr.  Levy  in  relation  to  Indians 
in 108, 131 
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Florida — Continued. 
message  of  the  President  in  relation  to  Indians 

in.!r. 202 

resolution  of  Mr.  Levy  in  relation  to  public 

lands  in 131 

bill  to  establish  a  new  collection  district  in . .  183, 

48U 
bill  making  appropriations  for  improvements 

in :...... 408,  480,  743 

bill  to  establish  certain  post  routes  in..48U,  743 

bill  to  authorize  the  issue  of  patents  for  certain 

lots  in  the  St.  Augustine  laud  district  in,  436, 

480,  435,  743 

bill  to  huthorize  an  allowance  to  the  Secretary 

of  the  Senate  and  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of 

Representatives  of. 485,  677 

bill  to  amend  the  act  for  the  armed  occupation 

of. 485 

bill  to  confirm  to  the  city  of  Fernandina,  in  cer- 
tain lots 485 

bill  to  authorize  the  selection  of  school  lands 
in  the  Territories  of,  and  Iowa  and  Wiscon- 
sin  ....480 

bill  to  confirm  certain  entries  of  land  in  the 

Territory  of. 485 

bill  making  appropriations  for  fortifications  in 

the  straits  of. 485 

Florida  squadron,  resolution  in  relation  to... .106 
report  from  the  Committee  of  Expenditures  in 

regard  to 136 

Foot,  Solomon,  a  Representative  from  Vermont, 

*        1,3,63,291,302,685 

Foreign  Aflairs,  the  Committee  on,  29,  315,  368 

Fortification  appropriation  bill — see  .^ppropria- 

lions. 
Foster,  Henry  D.,  a  Representative  from  Penn- 
sylvania  1,  3,  57,  108, 

1^,  281, 298,  302,  343,  363,  390,  452,  559 

resolutions  by 148,208 

Foundury,  national,  notice  by  Mr.  Bidlack  of  a 

bill  in  regard  tea 54 

select  committee  on  the  subject  of  a 75 

bill  to  establish  a 125,  588 

France  and  Germany,  resolution  of  Mr.  Tibbatts 

for  a  mail  communication  with ,734 

Friuiking  privilege,  resolution  of  Mr.  Patterson 

in  relation  to  the 144,  143,  165 

Freen^asons,  Grand  Lodge  of,  bill  to  incorpo- 
rate  >. 457 

French,  Richard,  a  Representative  from  Ken- 
tucky  1, 3,  20,  64, 

65,  63,  75, 123, 158,  266,  290, 
344,  370,  371,  458,  477,  548, 
565,  617,  618,  633,  690,  694 

resolution  by 102,  149,  375 

remarks  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 

Elections 270 

French  spoliations  prior  to  1800,  resolutions  of 

Legislature  of  Maine  on  the  subject  of,  310 

resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Rlu>de  Island 

on  the  subject  of. .°. 324 

bill  to  provide  for  the  ascertainment  of  claims 

for 548 

Frick,  Henry,  a  Representi^tive  from  Pennsylva- 
nia  »1,  3,  43,  103, 

128, 155, 198, 207,  20),  230,  242, 284,  326 

resolution  by 101 

death  of,  and  tribute  of  respect  to 347 

Fugitives  from  justice  and  from  slavery,  report 
of  the  Committee  da  the  Judiciary  on  the 
subject  of. 144 

G. 

Gaines,  Major  General,  resolution  calling  for  the 

report  of. 207,  364,  375 

Georgetown  college,  bill  to  incorporate  the...344, 
457,  631,  634,  664 
Georgia  Legislature,  resolutions  of,  in  opposition 
to  tlic  amendments  of  the  Constitution  pro- 
posed by  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts, 

565 
Georgia  militia,  bill  providing  for  the  settlement 

of  the  claim  of  the 569,  696 

Germany  and  France,  resolution  by  Mr.  Tibbatts 

for  a  mail  communication  with 734 

General  Land  Office,  communicationsYrom  the 

Commissioner  of  the 83,  184 

bill  to  amend  the  act  to  reorganize  the 642, 

667,  696 

General  ticket  system,  resolution  and  protest  by 

Mr.  Barnard,  in  relation   to  the  members 

elected  under  the 2,  9,' 10,  13,  23,  30,  56 

resolution  of  Mr.  Davis,  of  Kentucky ,  in  regard 
to  the 33,  46, 56 


General  ticket  system — Continued. 
report  by  Mr.  Douglas,  from  llie  Committee  of 

Elections,  on  the  subject  of  the 177, 

240,246,253,258,201,270,276,282,289 
resolutions  concluding  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections  on  the  subject  of  the,  239 
.  substltuteof  Mr.  Dromgoolefor  thereport,289 
Gibraltar,  British   authorities  ut,  resolution  of 
thanks  to  the,  for  their  exertions  to  save  the 

United  States  ship  Missouri ;...370 

Giddings,   Joshua  R.,  a   Representative   from 

Ohio 1,  3, 38, 

68.  75,  80.  82,  83,  85,  107.  113,  137,  142, 
143, 144.  177,  178,  189,  223,  224,  296,298, 
302,  312,  352,  353. 366.  376, 395,  402, 418, 
437, 472,  485,  532,  557,  626,  627,  642,  650 

resolutions  by ....442 

claim  of  privilege  by , ...143 

remarks  on  the  reception  of  abolition  petitions, 

226,227 

remarks  on  the  Navy  bill 650 

Gilmer,  Thomas  W.,  a  Representative  from  Vir- 
ginia  1,  3,  10, 12, 18, 19;  21. 24,  41, 

62,  80.  101, 109,  110,  143, 144, 167, 178, 

183, 197, 199, 200,209,215,249,294.296 

report  of  the  Committee  of  Elections  in'favor 

of  the  right  of,  to  his  scat ....196 

report  of  the  minority  of  the  committee  in  the 

case  of. 209 

resignation  of. ; 297 

deatii  of,  and  tribute  of  respect  to 346 

Qoggin,  William  L.,  a  Representative  from  Vir- 
ginia   620,671 

memorialof,  contesting  Mr.Gltmer'sdcction,  18 

report  on  the  case  of. 196 

minority  report  on  the  case  of. 209 

Gordon's  Digest,  bill  to  provide  for  the  purchase 

of  a  certain  number  of  copies  of. 522 

Grampus,  United  States  schooner,  resolution  for 
a  gratujty.to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  the 

officers  and  men  lost  in 101 

bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widows  and  orphans  of 

■  the  o%cera, seamen , and  marines  lost  in.  136, 

203,  229,  230,  295,  641,  6G7,  696 

Green,  Byram, a  Representative  from  New  York, 

1,  3,  134,  150,  198,  219,  354 

resolutions  by ; 208 

Greep,  Willis,  a  Representative  from  Kentucky, 
1. 3, 130, 304,  443 

resolutions  by 102, 128 

Grider,  Henry, a  Representative  from  Kentucky, 
1,80, 100, 171, 173,249,253,358,413,637, 638 

resolution  by 207 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  refund  Ucueral  Jackson 's 

fine 97 

Grinnell,  Joseph,  a  Representative  from  Massa- 
chusetts  1,  3,  36,  76,  80,301,  326,  532 

resolution  by » 668 

remarks  on  the  tariff. 599 

H. 

Hole,  John  P., a  Representativefrom  New  Hamp- 
shire  1. 3,  U,  15,  28, 

33,  40,  41,  73,  76.  77,  79.  81.  84,  85,  102, 
123,  230,  234,  240,  295,  296,  298, 317, 332, 
339,  340,  350.  353,  366, 372, 382, 400, 401, 
402,  424,  436,  437,  459,  457,  459. 460,  473, 
474,  477,  485,  486,  495,  501,  512, 523, 532, 
533,  540,  544,  545,  553,  557, 562, 568, 610, 
618,  620,  631,  633,  638,  642,  654, 657. 658. 
659,  662,  663,  668,  670,  671.  677, 680,  681, 
689,  690,  693,  698,  717,  725,  742,  744,  747 

resoluUons  by 74,  77,  209,  331,  402 

remarks  on  the  Military  Academy  bill. .366, 395 
remarks  on   the  rencounter  between  Messrs. 

White  and  Ratlibun 609 

remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  blll...646, 

652,653 

remarks  on  the  Post  Office  bill 658, 718 

Hamlin,  Hannibal, a  Representative  from  Maine, 
1,  3,  24,  40.  71,  75,  76,  77,  99,  101,  110, 
118, 123,  130,  155, 174, 188,  197,201,208, 
258,  279,  295,  296,  298,  302, 303, 310, 317, 
-  331,332,333,334,345,351,353,365,381, 
382.  390, 392,  424,  429,  434,  442,  445, 450. 
452,  467,  496,  501,  545,  553,  586, 598. 608, 
609,  613,  618,  620,  623,  630,  631, 634. 640, 
652,  661,  662,  671.  674,  675, 680, 690, 692, 
693,  698,  699,  711,  726.  735.  741,  742,  743 

resolutions  by 24,  74, 209,  331 

remarks  on  the  Army  bill 538,  539 

remarks  on  the  Navy  bill 646 

remarks  on  the  bill  fixing  the  time  for  holding 
presidential  election 634 


Hammett,  William  H..  a  Representative  from 

Mississippi 1,  94,  159,  203, 

228,  234,  290,  298.331,  394,  418,  442,  467, 
508,  528.  585,  610,  627,  637,  639,  665,  673, 
675,  689.  693;  695,  712,  718,  726,  736,  743 

resolutions  by 106. 150 

remarks  on  the  bill  regulating  the  pay  of  the 

Army 477 

remarks  on  the  reception  of  abolition  petitions, 

237 

remarks  on  the  Military  Academy  bill 394 

remarks  on  the  Na'vy  bill 648 

Haralson.  H.  A.,  a  Representative  from  Geor- 
gia  1. 3,  11. 

16,57,62,87, 110, 130. 141. 153, 192,203,224, 
241,  266",  286,  327,  331,  365,  371,  372,  383, 
395,  401,  418,  424,  429,  445,  450,  451,  452, 
458,  459.  485,  489,  492,  523,  537,  540,  545, 
586,  600,  609,  661,  668.  675,  694,  696,  747 

resolution  by 375 

remarks  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Elections  in  the  case  of  the  members  elected 

by  general  ticket .....376 

remarKs  on  the  bill  for  remounting  tlie  second 

regiment  of  dragoons < 429 

remarks  on  the  Army  bill 474, 539 

Harbors  and  rivers,  bill  making  appropriations 

for  the  improvement  of  western 371. 

501.549,557,562.566 
bill  making  appropriations  for  the  improve- 
ment of  easttrn 513, 

527,  528,  569,  638,  711,  718,  723 
Hardin,  J.  J.,  a  Representative  from  Illinois, 
1,  4,  51,  69.  84.  144,  153,  160,  178,  201, 
291,  302,  312,  317,  333,  339.  358.  376, 
377. 382, 390, 402,  418, 428.  429,  477,  481, 
465, 490,  505, 507, 518, 5 18, 563,  564, 570, 
578,  579,  580,  586.  612,  616, 617, 622, 630, 
635, 637, 652.  658.  680, 681.  689,  698, 718 

resolutions  by 106, 149,  206,  394,  443 

remarks  on  uie  bill  to  repeal  the  distribution 

act 388 

Harper,  Alexander,  a  Representative  from  Ohio, 
1,  3,  69,  75,  79.  80,  84,  139,  143,  171, 
174,  177,  179,  192,  203,  249,  272,  279, 
291. 302, 345, 381, 413, 442,  532, 540, 559. 
591. 597. 634,  651.  661,  665, 689,  703, 736 

resolutions  by 106.  375,  533 

Hays,  Samuel,  a  Representative  from  Pennsyl- 
vania  1,3,161,249,261.302,345, 

396, 413,  425,  487, 523. 602,  624,  640,  651 

Hayti,rep»rtofMr.C.J.Inger8oll.fromtbeCom- 

mittee  on  Foreign  Relations,  on  the  subject 

of  commercial  intercourse  with,  522, 527, 562 

Hemp  manufacture,  resolution  of  Mr  ..Hughes  in 

relation  to 144 

'    resolution  of  Mr.  Haxdin  on  the  subject  of,  206 
Henley,  Thomas  J.,  a  Representative  from  Indi- 
ana  1,4,  110,  177, 207,  209. 302. 303(, 

315,  317,  323,  324,  325,  367,  429, 451, 457, 

507,  532,  533,  578,  616,  618,  621,  634,  685 

resolutions  by j^.  106,  317 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  distribution 

act 389,390 

remarks  on  the  general  appropriation  bill. ..686 

Herrick,  Joshua,  a  Representativefrom  Maine,  1 , 

3,81,150,209,545,557,565,572,640,690,696 

resolution  by t"^^ 

Hoge,  Joseph  P.,  a  Representative  from  Illinois, 
1,  4,  69,  125,  130.  155,  177,  178,  198,  291, 
302,  303,  345,  356,  396,  402,  408,  418, 430, 
437,  442,  453,  460,  474,  485,  490,  491,  501, 

508,  523,  537,  572,  618,  627,  651,  685,  710 

resolutions  by 107 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  sale  of  the 

reserved  lead  mines : 490 

Holmes.  Isaac  E.,  a  Representative  from  South 

Carolina ......1,  3,  17,  25,  28.  43,  47,  50. 

52. 62, 63, 67, 68, 80, 99,  111,  143, 147, 149, 
153, 154,  160,  174,  177,  178,  181,  182,201, 
230,  240,  302,  312,  323,  325,  326,  331,332, 
333,  375,395,  400.  408.  418.  424,  429,  436, 
437,  450,  457,  460,  475,  486,  491, 495,  501, 
508,514,522,523,529,532,538,551,552, 
564,  567,  580,  606,  621,  622,  634, 640.663, 
683,  694.  696,  698,  712,  717,  724,  725,  726 

resolutions  by 102,  144, 148,  332 

remarks  on  the  improvement  of  the  navigation 

.  of  the  Mississippi %...... 155 

remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill... .448 
remarks  on  the  bill  rJgalaUng  the  pay  of  the 

Army 476 

remarlcs  on  the  western  harbor  biH....551,  559 
remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bilb 645 
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Home  iquadroo,  resolution  by  Mr.  Hale  in  re- 
lation to  the 77,  81 

Hopkins.  George  W.|  a  Representatire  from  Vir- 

pniB 1,  3, 4,  13. 21. 25, 

27,  39,  43,  56.  57,  61, 63, 69, 72, 75, 76, 77, 
80,  81,  84, 142, 148, 153, 165, 170, 174, 178, 
181,  182,  184,  188,  189,  192,201,207,214, 
229,  230,  289,  298, 302,  304,  331, 339,350, 
365.  382,  400,  408.  424,  429,  434, 442, 444, 
457,  465,  467,  472,  48U,  490,  504, 512,513, 
521,  522, 523,  567,  574,  580,  600,  616,622, 
627.  633.  635,  685,  693,  698,  704, 7U9, 710. 
711,  712.  715,  716,  717,  718,  726,  733,  747 

lesolutious  bv 207, 332,  445,  716 

remarks  on  toe  bill  to  repeal  the  distribution 

act 389 

remarks  on  the  death  of  Messrs.  Upshur  and 

Gilmer » 346 

remarks  on  the  Post  Office  bill 718 

Houston.  George  S..  a  Representative  from  Ala- 
bama  1,  4,  38, 54, 55, 56,  69,  74,  99, 110, 

111,  136,  153,  177,  219, 261,  266, 390. 324, 
340, 370,408,  428,  436,  450,  457, 485,  490, 
504,  505,  507,  520,  521,  529,  544,548, 569, 
609,  613,  635,  626,  640,  657,  660,661, 663, 
667,  668,  670,  674,  683,  689,  712,  726,  741 

resolutions  bv 65, 107. 150,  443,  741 

remarks  on  the  Army  bill 533 

Howard  Institution,  bill  for  the  benefit  of...  136. 

631, 698 
Hoyt,  Jesse,  resolution  by  Mr.  Davis,  of  Ken- 
tucky, in  relation  to 130 

Hubard,  Edmund  W.,  a  Representative  from 
Viifinia,  1,  3,  42.  43, 179, 201,  219,327,472 

resolutions  bv 149,208,  428,  600 

remarks  on  tne  tariff  bill..... 598 

Hublicll,  William  S.,alt«presentauve  fromNew 

York 1, 3,  155, 234,  373,  435,  553 

Hudson,  Charles,  a  Uepresenlative  from  Mssaa- 

chuselU < 1,  3,  65,  86,  68, 

167, 177, 178, 233,  286,  343,  381,  521,522, 
528,  543, 571, 597. 604,  &^,  614,  658,  662 

resolutions  by 100 

remarks  on  the  reception  of  abolition  petitions, 

166,  170 
Hughes,  James  M.,  a  Representative  from  Mis- 
souri  1,4, 16,  42,  107, 177,  189,  191, 

192,  213,  214,  215,  224,  242,  249,  302,354, 
383,  430,  472,  496,  508,  522,  540,  671,  696 

resolutions  by 144,  167,  443 

Huneerford,  Orville,  a  Representative  from  Nuw 

York 1.  3,  40,  68,  80,  219,  302,  345, 

347,364,  365,  371, 383,  413,  442,  464,  472, 
473,  476,  532,  600,  617,  618,  689,  717,  718 

resolutions  by 10],  184 

Hunt,  James  B.,  a  Representative  from  Mich- 
igan  1,  4,  107,  177,  302,  458,  508 

resolutions  by 150,  206,  208 

Hunt,  Washington,  a  Representative  from  New 

York 1,  3,  16,  68,  136, 142,  144, 174, 

184,  198, 201, 225, 233, 234,  241, 249,261, 
396, 302,  312,  326,  332,  333,  354,  358, 434, 
435,  443,  451,  453,  457,  458,  466, 474, 484, 
487,  495,  508,  520,  609.  640,  665,  696,  741 

resolutions  by 43, 100, 125,  208,  332 

remarks  on  the  Military  Academy  bill 382 

remarks  on  the  tariff  bill 585 

remarks  on  tlie  Navy  bill 649 

I. 

Illinois,  joint  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of,  on 
the  subject  of  Oregon  Territory 345 

resolutions  of,  on  preemption  rignts. 423 

resolutions  of,  on  the  subject  of  improvement 
of  the  navigation  of  the  western  waters.. .442 

bill  to  reorganize  the  circuit  and  district  courts 
in...... 442 

bill  to  authorize  the  Legislature  of,  to  sell  cer- 
tain saline  lands 484 

bill  for  the  benefit  of  certain  inhabitants  of,  and 
for  school  purposes 485 

bill  to  establish  an  armory  in 548 

bill  to  grant  to  the  State  of,  the  right  of  way 
through  the  public  lands 60iO 

bill  to  create  certain  collection  districts  in. ..153 

bill  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to  taxing 
the  lands  of  the  United  Slates  sold  in. .692, 698 
Imprisonment  for  debt,  resolution  of  Mr.  Camp- 
bell in  relation  to 81 

Independent  Treasury,  resolution  of  Mr.  Duncan 
m  relation  to  the 103 

bill  providing  for  the  collection,  safe-keepinjr, 
transfer,  and  disbursement  of  the  public 
money , , «,.390 

28th  Cono.— lei  Sbss. 


Independent  Treasury — Contintwil. 
resolution' directing  the  printing  of  extra  copies 

of  the  report  on  the  subject  of  the 408 

Indian  Affairs,  the  Committee  on 29 

Indiana  IiCgislature,  resolutions  of  the,  on  the 

subject  of  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal 209 

resolutions  of  the,  on  the  subject  of  General 

Jackson's  fine 215 

resolutions  of  the,  on  the  subject  of  Oregon 

Territory 302 

resolutions  of  the,  on  the  subject  of  the  harbor 

at  Michigan  City 428 

bill  to  confirm  certain  lands  in  the  State  of.  .302 
bill  to  grant  certain  lands  to,  for  the  completion 

of  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal 630 

Indian  appropriation  bill — see  •Sppropnatiotu. 
Indian  tribes,  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  to  reg- 
ulate trade  and  intercourse  with  the 734 

Ingersoll ,  Charles  J. ,  a  Representative  from  Penn- 
sylvania  1,2.3.4,5,14,18,19,20,21,25, 

41,43,44,56,57,61,71,72.73,78,79,84.85, 
89,90,92.94, 100,  108,  109,  110,  114,  131, 
149, 153, 167,  181,  183,  184, 189.  191, 192, 
203, 308,  346,  378,  286,  290,  291,  302,  .103, 
326, 353,  356,  409,  411,  412,  474,  512,  518, 
S20, 521,  522,  528,  548,  557,  562,  569,  570, 
571, 578,  580,  58G,  594,  598,  600,  606,  614, 
625, 626,  631,  657,  660,  664,  676,  677,  680, 
681, 683,  689,  690,  692,  696,  709,  726,  742 

resolutions  by 4,  56, 101,  332,  633 

remarks  on  a  question  of  privilege 198, 

199,200 

report  of,on  the^Oregon  resolution 182, 189 

remarks  on  Mr.  Owen's  Oregon  resolution, 

409,  410,  411,  412 

reporter,  on  the  subject  of  commensial  relations 

with  Hayti 532 

Ingersoll,  Joseph  R.,  a  Representative  from  Penn- 
sylvania  1,3,  13.  31, 

38,  39,  40,  41,  48,  55,  56,  66,  82,  113,  125, 
139, 141,  149,  152.  153,  154,  158,  198,  202, 
224, 230,  286,  313,  323,  396,  373,  383,  395, 
438,  443,  458,  459,  460,  464,  465,  477,  490, 
495,  496,  501,  515,  533,  570,  571,  586,  600, 
6K2, 620,  638,  661,  662,  663.  664,  667,  671, 
675, 677,  688,  689,  693,  695,  716,  733,  747 

resolutions  by 38, 

3a,  4o.  101, 144,  150,  158,  167,  208,  521 
remarks  on  the  death  of  Hon.  Mr.  Frick...347 

remarks  on  the  tariff  bill 602 

Insane  Asylum  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  bill 

for  the  support  of  the 294,  623,  699 

Internntional  copyright — see  Copyright. 

Invalid  Pensions,  the  Commiliec  on ...29 

Iowa,  bill  making  appropriations  for  certain  im- 
provements in  tlie  Territory  of. 408, 

409,  480,  743 
bill  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  militia 

of..... 464,677 

bill  to  enable  the  people  of,  to  form  a  constitu- 
tion and  State  government 465 

Irvin,  James,  a  Representative  from  Pennsylva- 
nia  , 1, 

3, 80,  165. 176, 303, 225, 326, 408, 533, 623 
resolution  by m 165 

J. 

Jackson,  General  Andrew,  notice  by  Mr.  C.'J. 
Ingersoll  of  his  intention  to  introduce  a  bill 

to  refund  the  fine  imposed  on 5 

bill  to  refund  the  fine  imposed  on 18, 

89,94,114,130,384 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Louisiana  in 

relation  to 69 

resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania 

in  relation  to 144 

resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  New  York  in 

relation  to 161,  178 

resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Michigan  in 

relation  to 309 

resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Indiana  in 

relation  to 315 

Jackson,  Missouri,  bill  to  establish  a  port  of 

entry  at 189 

Jameson,  John,  a  Representative   from    Mis- 
souri  1,  4,  33,  34,  38,  46,52.54, 

55.  63,  69,  72, 83, 100,  107, 118, 127, 140, 
142, 154, 167, 169. 177, 178, 203, 291 ,  298, 
303, 353, 355, 356, 366, 400, 403, 430, 458, 
473, 477, 481, 485, 501, 507, 508, 513,532, 
664, 668. 670, 675. 693, 698, 723,  725,  726 

resolutions  by 353 

remarks  on  the  improvement  of  the  western 

water* M6 

B 


Jameson,  John, a  Representotivefrom  Miscouri— 
Continued, 
remarks  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 

Elections 265 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  remount  the  second  regi> 

ment  of  dragoon* 4^ 

Jenks,  Michael  H.,  a  Representative  from  Penn- 
sylvania  : 1,- 

3, 74, 79, 80, 272. 286,  430,  516,  621 
Johnson,  Andrew,  a  Representative  from  Ten- 
nessee   1,  3. 

123,  213,  216,  473,  507,  512, 513,  578,  693 

resolutions  by 307, 375 

remarks  on  the  reception  of  abolition  peti- 
tions  653 

Johnsou,  Cave,  a  Representative  from  Tennes- 
see  1,3,  4,  13,  14,  17,  18, 19,20, 

21,26,27,38,39, 43, 47,  .56,57, 60, 63, 66. 
69,71,73,76.77,80,82,100,107,109,110, 
113. 114, 125, 126. 128, 129, 130, 131, 137, 
139, 140, 142, 143, 146, 147,  154, 161, 167, 
169, 171, 172, 173, 174, 177, 178, 181, 189, 
191, 192, 197, 198, 200, 201, 203,313, 218. 
324, 230, 234, 241, 255, 266, 289, 294, 296, 
298, 302, 312, 317, 323, 326, 327, 332, 334, 
339, 340, 341, 352, 353, 356, 363, 364, 371, 
372, 375, 376, 395, 396, 401, 417, 418, 424, 
429, 435, 436. 437, 452, 457, 458, 465, 467. 
472,  477,  481,  485, 486, 487,  492, 495, 504, 
505, 513, 521, 528,  529,  532, 533, 535, 537, 
538, 540, 544, 548, 557, 558, 562, 565, 570, 
573, 579, 580, 583, 586, 502, 598, 603, 607. 
616, 617, 621, 623, 633, 625, 627, 629, 630, 
631 ,  638, 646, 650. 651 ,  652, 654, 659, 662, 
6G3, 672, 673, 675, 677, 680, 683, 685, 694, 
695,  697,  698,  708, 710, 711, 712, 716,717, 
718, 725, 726,  733, 734, 735, 741,  742,  743 

resolutions  by 47, 

60,  102,  146,  153,  167,  177,  207,  326, 
375,  395,  400,  444,  480,  484,  485,  548 

bill  of,  to  repeal  the  duty  on  salt 148 

remarks  on  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 

rules _ 339 

amendment  to  tbe  rules  proposed  by. ..372,  376 

remarks  on  the  Military  Academy  bill 394 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  sale  of  the 

reserved  lead- mines 491 

remarks  on  the  eastern  harbor  bill 505 

remarks  on  the  rencounter  between  Messrs. 

White  and  lUthbun 608,  609 

remarks  on  naval  appropriation  bill. ..645,  648 
Johnson,  John  M.,  elected  Postmaster  of  the 

House t 108 

Johnson,    Periey    B.,   a    Representative    |>om 

Ohio...„ 1,  3,  143,  150,  171,  192,  203, 

355,  296,  345,  354,  437,  492,  605,  623,  736 

remarks  on  the  lunatic  asylum  bill 623 

Jones,  George  W.,  a  Representative  from  Ten- 
nessee  : 1,3, 279,  286, 

291,  298,  341,  351,  366,  408,  425, 457, 532. 
565,  602,  618,  624,  626,  630,  640, 675, 694, 
698,  699,  712,  716,  717,  735,  743,  744,  747 

resolutions  by 102,  149,  444 

remarks  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 

Elections 253 

remarks  on  the  Pennsylvania  avenue  bill...630 

Jones,  John  W.,  a  Representative  from  Virginia, 

1, 3, 377, 467, 559, 565, 613, 622. 635, 723 

elected  Speaker 3 

report  of  the  Committee  of  Elections  in  the 

case  of 648,  674,  693 

Judiciary,  the  Committee  on  tbe 29, 315 

K. 
Kennedy,  Andrew,  a  Representative  from  Indi- 
ana...],4,  11, 47, 50,56,  75, 120, 148, 161, 177, 
209,  240,  241,  302,  366,  373,  381, 383, 386, 
393,  413,  4G7,  496,  516,  552,553,  583,  597 

resolutions  by 206 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  refund  General  Jai-k- 

son's  fine 96,  97 

remarks  on  the  improvement  of  tbe  navigation 

of  the  western  waters 154 

remsrks  on  the  Rhode  Island  memorial 386 

remarks  on  the  western  harbor  bill 552 

remarks  in  relation  to  a  certificate  signed  by 

him 578 

remarks  on  the  tariff  bill 603 

Kennedy,  John  P.,  a  Representative  from  Mary- 
land  294, 315,  336,  332,  333,  939. 

345,  365,  376,  382,  394,  450, 474, 529, 532, 
545,  557,  559,  586,  623.  027.  634,  640.  709 

resolutions  by, 332,  445 

I     remarks  oi)  the  tariff  bill........... 584 
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Kentucky,  resolutions  oiTthe  Legislature  of,  on 

the  subject  of  the  rates  of  postage 310 

Key  West,  Florida,  bill  for  the  erection  of  a  ma- 
rine hospital  at 485,743 

King,  Daniel  P.,  a  Representative  from  Massa- 
chusetts  I,  3,  41,  68,  88,  200, 289 

301,  401,  458,  623,  633,  634,  657,  661,  696 

■    resolution  by .'. 148 

King,    Preston,    a    Representative    from    New 

York ...1,  3,  66,  68,  72,  79, 100, 102,  123 

139,  143, 155,  174,  192,  198,901,230,234, 
281,  317,  364,  402,  436,  437,  '451,  472, 474, 
549, 562,  565,  583, 597.  638,  696,  726,  744 

resolutions  by 331, 696 

remarks  in  reply  to  Mr.  Peyton,  in  regard  to 

the  vote  of  New  York 693 

Kirkpatrick,  Littleton,  a  Representative  from 

New  Jersey 1,  3,  68, 80, 331, 457, 565, 

586,  598,  600,  603,  627,  630,  631,  633,  689 
resolutions  by 209, 457 

L. 

Labrancbe,  Aleee,  a  Representative  from  Louis- 
iana  1,  4,  69,  99,  123,  171,  182,  219, 

242,  291,  474,  539,  603, 618,  651,  660, 696 

resolutions  by 442,  661 

La  Fayette,  Louisiana,  bill  to  establish  a  port  of 

delivery  at 667, 696 

Lane,  Newton,  elected  Sergeant-at-Arms  of  the 

House 21 

Lands  of  the  United  States  sold  without  author- 
ity, bill  authorizing  repayment  for,  668,  726 
Land  titles,  bill  for  the  adjustmentof,tn  the  States 
of  Louisiana,  Arkansas,  Mississippi,  Mis- 
souri, &.e 135, 136, 203, 

298,  636,  659,  663,  699,  735,743,743, 744 

Lead  mines  on  the  Upper  Mississippi 107, 

130,203 
bill  to  authorize  the  President  to  cause  the  re- 
served lead  mines  in  Illinois,  Iowa,  and  Wis- 
consin to  be  sold 356, 

408,  480,  485,  490,  71U 
Leonard,  Moses  Q.,a  Representative  from  New 

York 1,  3,  68,  80,  108,  147,  171,  326, 

345,  374, 377,  464,  484, 512, 592, 673, 697 

resolutions  by 100,  333,  464 

Levy,  David,  a  Representative  from  Florida...], 
4,  42, 55,  69,  72,  73,  80,  83, 92, 149,  178, 
203, 233,  313, 351, 352,  417,  424,  480, 598 

resolutions  by 38,  56,  69,  108, 

149, 150,  206,  228,  290,  444,  590,  648, 654 
resolution  in  relation  to  the  Pensacola  navy- 
yard 38 

remarks  on  the  subject  of  the  harboring  of  fu- 
gitive criminals  from  Florida  by  the  British 

authorities  of  Nassau ...352 

Lewis,  Dixon  H.,  a  Representative  from  Ala- 
bama  .'.1,  3,  4,  40, 

87,  177,  302, 323,  326,  333,  340,  373,  591 

resolutions  by .-. 444, 591 

remarks  on  the  tariff  bill 570 

resignation  of. 630 

Library,  the  Committee  on  the 30 

Linn,  Lewis  F.,  of  Missouri,  annunciation  of  the 

death  of, 31 

tribute  of  respect  to 33 

Ijouisiana,  bill  to  recognize  certain  sales  of  lands 

in 735 

resolutions  of,  in  relation  to  GeneralJackson's 

fine 89 

resolutions  of,  in  relation  to  the  practice  in  the 

courts  of  the  United  States 442 

resolutions  of,  asking  a  speedy  settlement  of  all 

the  land  claims  in  that  State 537 

resolutions  of,  m  relation  to  the  Pensacola  navy- 
yard... 537 

resolutions  of,  asking  an  appropriation  for  the 

survey  of  Red  river 629 

Louisville  and  Portland  canal,  resolution  by  Mr. 

Tibbatta  in  relation  to  the 37, 130 

notice  by  Mr.  Tibbatta  for  a  bill  in  relation 

to 40 

bill  to  purchase  the  stock  of  individuals  in  the, 

135,309 
communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury on  the  subject  of  the 331 

Lucas,  William,  a  Representative  from  Virginia, 

1,  3,  80,  442,  456 
Lumpkin,  J.  H.,  a  Representative  from  Cieor- 

gia 1, 266,  384, 386,  345,  430,  642 

Lyon,  Lucius,  a  Representative  from  Michigan, 

1,  107,  138,  134. 146, 167, 184,309,  303, 

303,304,317,345,356,391,443,508,603 

reaelations  by , 107,  149, 562 


M. 

Maclay,  William  6.,  a  RepreaentatiTe  from  New 

York ; 1, 

3,  40,  48,  150,  161,  167,  171, 184,  203, 
209, 330, 343, 312, 326, 377, 533, 610, 651 

resolutions  by «..148 

Madison,  Mrs.  Dolly  P.,  resolution  inviting,  to 
take  a  seat  wixhm  the  Hall  when  she  visits 

the  House 130 

letter  from...... 131 

Mails,  joint  resolution  authorizing  the  Postmas- 
ter Gkneral  to  contract  with  certain  railroad 
companies  for  the  transportation  of  the... 153 
Maine,  resolutions  of,  on  the  subject  of  French 

spoliations 310 

resolutions  of,  on  the  subject  of  the  bill  fixing 
the  time  for  holding  the  presidential  election, 

442 

Manufactures,  the  Committee  on 39 

report  of,  on  the  subject  of  the  tariff. 533 

Marme  hospitals,  resolution  of  Mr.  French  in 

relation  to 103, 130 

Marshals,  attorneys,  and  clerks  of  the  United 
States  courts,  bill  regulating  the  fees  of,  661 
Marsh,  George  P.,  a  Representative  from  Ver- 
mont  1,  3,  370,  473,  596,  661 

Massachusetts,    resolution    of,    proposing   an 

amendment  to  the  Constitution 63, 

65,184,309,334,496 

select  committee  appointed  on 75,  456 

various  reports  from  the  select  committee,  and 

members  of,  on 490 

resolution  of,  on  the  annexation  of  Texas,  563 
Massachusetts  militia,  resolution  for  paying  the 

claims  of. 100 

Mathews,Jaroes,a  Representative  from  Ohio,  1,3 
McCauslen,  William  C,  a  Representative  from 

Ohio 1,  3,  69, 150.  218, 242, 398, 

.    376,  409,  443,  501, 597,  610,  623,  627,  630 
remarks  on  the  improvement  of  the  western 

waters 173 

remarks  on  the  reception  of  abolition  petitions, 

323 
McClelland,  Robert,  a  Representative  from  Mich- 
igan   1,  4, 134,  150,  173.  tn,  179, 

192,  234, 285,  290,  302, 354, 359, 364, 395, 
418,  434,  442,  453,  473,  487,  501, 505. 515, 
538, 539,  565,  588,  633,  670,  696,  736,  744 

resolutions  by 107,  306,  443" 

remarks  on  the  western  harbor  bill 553 

McClernand,  John  A.,  a  Representative  from 

Illinois 1, 

4,  105,  173,  183,  198,  301,  242, 373,  379, 
390, 398, 303,  317,  333,  344,  353,  359,  371, 
373, 386, 393,  400,  413,  435,  429,  452,  456, 
472,  481,  485,  490,  491,  531,  530,  543,  559, 
563,  566,  568,  580,  600,  622,  710,  743,  747 

resolutions  by 106, 149,  443 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  refund  General  Jackson 's 

fine ; 117 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  distribution 

act 388 

remarks  on  the  Rhode  Island  memorial 416 

remarks  on  the  improvement  of  the  western 

waters 501,  559,  567 

remarks  on  the  Rhode  Island  protest 543 

remarks  on  the  Post  Office  bill 658 

remarks  on  the  general  appropriation  bill... 683 

McConnell,  Felix  G.,  a  Representative  from 

Alabama,  1,4,80,83,  89,  143,  154,  173,  174, 

201,  284,  386,  303,  376,  418,  457,  508,  744 

resolutions  by 107,  149,  443,  539,  545 

McCormick,  William,  J.,  resolution  to  appoint, 

postmaster 101 

McDowell,  Joseph  J.,  a  Representative  from 

Ohio....l,3,69, 135, 138,  143,  155,  161,  207, 

330. 303, 336, 341, 344,  345, 351,  356,  365, 

418, 443, 466. 486.  505,  507.  534, 549,  558, 

'565, 567,  618,  656,  665,  668,  694,  717,  743 

resolutions  bv ..103,  144, 307 

remarks  on  the  Army  bill 534 

remarks  on  the  Uriff  bill 601 

Mcllvaine,  Abraham  R.,  a  Representative  from 

Pennsylvania 1,  3,  69,  130,  219, 

291,  345, 359,  408,  416,  418,  435,  430,  437, 
481,  508,  532,  540,  565,  589,  593,  600,  696 

resolution  by 149 

remarks  on  the  tariffbill 593 

McKay,  James  J.,  a  Representative  from  North 

Carolina 1,  3, 

30,  21,  39,  40,  76,  84,  129,  130, 140,  153, 
313, 218, 223, 224,  391,  303,  312,  317,  326, 
351,  353,  365,  368.  370,  372,  382,  387,  389, 
390, 394,  400.  418,  434,  436,  442, 445, 452, 


McKay,  James  J.,  a  Representative  from  North 
Carolina — Continuea. 
458, 459, 465,  467,  513,  513,  539,  533,  537, 
538, 539, 545, 548,  557,  566,  569,  570',  574, 
598, 600, 601, 602,  603,  607,  617,  618,  620, 
622, 624, 638, 643,  644,  645,  648,  651,  652, 
656, 657, 658, 659,  661,  664,  667,  670,  673, 
680, 683, 686, 689,  690,  692,  695,  697,  712. 
715,  725,  726,  734,  736,  742,  743,  744,  747 

resolutions  by 18, 

39, 101,  129,  184,  307.  444,  464,  522,  563 
resolution  of,  in  relation  to  the  public  printing, 

18,  19,  20 

remarks  on  the  Military  Academy  bill 394 

remarks  on  the  Army  bill 459,  466 

remarks  on  the  pension  bill.. 539 

remarks  on  the  tariff  bill 621 

remarks  on  Post  Office  appropriation  bill,  658 

remarks  on  the  Navy  appropriation  bill. ...735 

McLaughlin,  Lieutenant  John  T.,  resolution  in 

relation  to  the  squadron  under  command 

of. 106 

report  of  the  Committee  of  Expenditure*  in 

regard  to 136 

McNuTty, Caleb  J., elected  Clerk  of  the  House,  17 
McRoberts,  Samuel,  annunciation  of  the  death 

of. ; 34- 

tribute  of  respect  to  the  memory  of. 35 

Members  of  Congress,  compensation  of... 60, 178 

bill  to  reduce  the  compensation  of. 125,  371 

Memphis,  Tennessee,  bill  to  establish  a  naval 

depot  at V 100 

bill  to  establish  a  navy-yard  at... (62,  676,  743 
Mexican  indemnity,  resolution  of  Mr.  Houston 

in  regard  to 65,  131 

resolution  of  Mr.  Holmes  in  regard  to.. ....144 

Michigan,  Lake,  bill  making  appropriations  for 

a  harbor  on  the  eastern  shore  of. 408 

bill  making  appropriations  for  improvenienis 

Oh  the  western  snore  of. 480 

Michigan,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of,  on 

the  subject  of  Gene{al  Jackson's  fine 309 

resolutions  of,  in  favor  of  a  modification  of  the 

tariff. 442 

bill  giving  the  assent  of  Congress  to  the  sale  of 

certain  salt  springs  in 390,  395 

bill  to  confirm  certain  land  claims  in 443 

bill  granting  certain  alternate  sections  of  land 

for  internal  improvements  in 630,  633 

bill  amendatory  of  the  act  confirming  land 

claims  in ,. 734 

Midshipmen  and  masters'  mates,  resolution  of 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson  in  regard  to 177 

Mileage,  the  Committee  on 30 

MilitaryAcademy— see.flppr(ipria<ion»;  WeitPoint. 

Military  Aflaiis,  the  Committee  on 39 

Military  districts,  bill  to  divide  the  United  Slates 

into 137,  364,  418 

Military  land  warrants,  bill  to  extend  the  time 

for  locating 140,  219 

Militia,  the  Committee  on 29,  620 

reorganization  of  the 106,  130 

Millen,  John,  annunciation  of  the  death  of,  and 

,    tribute  of  respect  to 39 

Mineral  Unds,  resolution  of  Mr.  Hoge  in  relation 

to 107,  130 

Mint  of  the  United  States,  bill  to  establish  branches 

of  the.. 436 

Mississippi ,  snag-boats  on  the 153,  158 

resolutions  of,  on  the  subject  of  a  naval  de- 
pot  .». 317 

resolutions  of,  in  favor  of  the  annexation  of 

Texas 418 

resolutions  of,  in  relation  to  the  custom-house 

in  that  State :..... .443 

resolutions  of,  in  favor  of  reducing  the  price  of 

the  public  lands ; 474 

Missouri,  bill  for  the  adjustment  of  private  land 

claims  in...>. 140,  675 

bill  to  provide  payment  for  horses  lost  by  the 

volunteers  of. 107,  485,  668,  675,  736 

bill  to  remove  the  Jackson  land  oflice  to  Madi- 
son, in 408 

bill  respecting  northern  boundary  of.. .735,  744 
.  bill  granting  to  the  States  of,  and  Arkansas  cer- 
tain alternate  sections  of  land 400 

Moore,  Hem  an  Allen,  a  Representative  from  Ohio, 
1,3,69,302,303,304,326,351,372,383,433 

resolutions  by 1()6, 130,372,377 

annunciation  of  the  death  Of,  and  tribute  of  re- 
spect to 508,  509 

Moore,  William  S.,  outrage  committed  by,  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  und  proceedings 
Uiereon 578,  607,  608,  609,  610 
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Morris,  Edward  J.,a  ReprMeniativefroiii  Pcnn- 

sylvauia 1,  3i  41, 

60, 79, 82, 100, 118, 161, 173,  191, 199,201, 
219,  230,  249,  281,  291,  326,  345,  347,354, 
371,  377,  390,  400,  402,  418,  445,  467,476, 
492,  504,  540,  583,  593,  597,  508,  603, 610, 
651,  654,  680,  689,  690,  7U4,  708,  742,  745 

resolutions  by..:, 14H,  476 

remarks  on  tlic  tariff  bill 571,  583 

remarks  on  (be  Navy  appropriation  bill  ....653 

Morris,  Joseph,  a  Representative  from  Oliio, 

1,3,296,345.472 

Morse, F.H.iaRepresentatJTc  from  Maine, 302, 

408,  41^  490,  535.  538,  539,  699,  726 

resbiution  by 209 

rem.irks  on  the  Nary  bill 649 

Morse's  telegraph,  billftir  the  extension  of.. .733 
Moseley,  WlUiaro  A., a  Representativcfrom  New 

York 1, 3,  68, 80,  302 

Murphy,  Henry  C.,  a  Representative  from  New 

York 1,  3. 27, 

43.  44,  48,  147, 167, 192,326,344,354,370, 
373,  413,  458,  465,  522,  523,  6U0,  603,617, 
618,  674,  675,  681,  696,  697,  698,  712,  742 

resolutions  by 208,  332,  562 

remarks  on  the  Navy  appropriation  bill 654 

N. 

National  foundery— see  Foundtry. 
Naturalization  Jaws,  memorials  from  Philadel- 
phia asking  n  change  nf  the.. 674, 743 

notice  by  Mr.  Duncan  of  a  Bill  in  relation  to..84 

Naval  Affairs,  the  Committee  on ..29,  315 

NaTsI  oppropn'ations,  bill  to  authorize  (he  trans- 
fer of... 73, 191,  213, 218,  223 

Nnval  hospitals,  resolution  in  relation  lo 139 

Nnvy,  bill  to  rt'gulato  the^pay  of  officers  of.. .464 
bill  limiting  the  number  of  officers  in  the. ..386 
bill  supplementary  to  the  act  to  regulate  the 

pay  of  the 621 

resolution  in  relation  to  the  salaries  of  the  of- 
ficers of  the , 144 

Navy  Department,  communications  from  the..4l, 
131,  167,  394,  364,  394,  574,  638,  667,  735 
Navy  pension  bill — see  Appropriatittu. 
Navy  pensions,  bill  to  consolidate  the  several  acts 

relating;  to 696 

Negro,  petition  of  a  runaway , 80,  65 

report  of  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  on. ..144 
Nob,  Henry,  a  Representative  from  Pennsylva- 
nia  1,  3,  128,  326,  364,  453,  516,  532 

New  Jersey,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of,  in 

relation  to  a  breakwateron  the  Delaware,  364 

bill  to  alter  the  times  of  holding  the  United 

States  courts  for  the  district  of. 364 

New  Orleans,  branch  pilots  of,  bill  to  authorize 

the  entry  of  certain  lands  by „.136,  239 

bill  relating  to  the  unlading  of  foreign  merchan- 
dise opposite  to,  and  on  the  right  bank  of  the 

Mississippi ; 668,  696 

Newton,  Wiiloughby,  a  Representativcfrom  Vir- 
ginia  1,3, 18.  22,  23, 

28,  111,  178,  196.  197,  198,  309,  355,  360. 
296,  503,  631,  663,  674,  675,  693.  698,  743 

resolutions  by 149, 569 

New  York,  resolutions  of,  on  the  subject  of  Gen- 
eral Jackson's  fine 161,  178 

resolutions  of,  on  the  subject  of  the  rates  of 

postage..... 209 

bill  cnncerniiig  the  United  Stau-s  courts  for  the 

district  of w 170 

Norria,  Mos<>8,  jr.,  a  Renrrsenlaiive  from  New 

Hampshire..],  3,  224,  361,  532,  565,591,744 

remarks  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 

Elections  in  the  case  of  the  meinbers  elected 

by  general  ticket .V. 261 

O. 

•Oaths  at  the  custom-houses,  bill  to  dispense 

with .16SJ 

Odd  {'ellows.  Independent  Order  of,  bill  to  incor- 
porate the 457 

Ohio,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of,  on  the 

subject  of  the  Wyandotte  land* 337 

report  on 364 

bill  to  change  the  limes  and  places  of  holding 
the  United  States  courts  for    the    district 

.  of 418,  423 

bill  to  amend  the  act  to  establish  the  northern 

boundary  of. 548 

Oregon  Territory,  notice  by  Mr.  Hughes  of  billo 

in  regard  to 42 

motion  of  Mr.  A.  V.  Brown  in  regard  to 49 

resolution  ufMr.Weiitwottbinregardto,55, 131 


Oregon  Territory — Continiud, 
resolutions  of  Mr.  Owen  in  regard  to.. 106, 149 

resolution  of  Mr.  Hughes  in  regard  to 171 

report  of  Mr.  C.J.  Ingersoll  on  Mr.  Owen's 

resolution 182,189 

bill'  to  establish  the   territorial   government 

of 107 

'   communication  from  the  President  on 166 

bill  extending  the  civil  and  criminal  jurisdiction 

of  the  United  States  courts  of  Iowa  over.. .374 

bill  to  purchase  certain  copies  of.tbe  History  of, 

and  Culiluriiia,  &c 600 

Ottowas  and  oUier  Indians,  bill  authorizing  the 

President  to  hold  a  treaty  with 671 

Owen,  Robert  Dale,  a  Representative  from  Indi- 

ana..l,4,22,31,69, 118, 134,140,143, 144, 149, 

151,  IGl,  170, 183,  189,  197,  214,  219,  224, 

234, 2G6,  279, 391,  .302,  303,  345,  366,  395, 

401,  40a,  409, 435,  453,  464,  505,  521,  533, 
559,  565,  569.  570,  571,  597,  600,  718,  745 

resolutions  by 106,  149,  443,  633,  747 

remarks  on  the  subject  of  the  occupation  of 

Oregon ..: 183,  189 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  sale  of  the 

reserved  lead  mines.v 481 

remarks  on  the  bill  regulating  the  pay  of  the 

Army..„ 486 

.  remarks  on  the  resolinioiis  relating  to  the  \Vn- 

basli  and  Erie  canal .521 

remarks  on  the  pension  bill 529 

remarks  on   the   tarilT  bill  in  reply   to   Mr. 

Wethered 584 

remarks  on  the  Navy  bill 649 

P. 

Parmenter,  William,  a  Representative  from  Mas- 
sachusetts  1,  3,  19,  21,  40,  68,  73,  131, 

136, 150,  174,  191, 192,  202, 2ai,  213, 333, 
230,  349,  281,  291,  301,  303,  317,  351, 356, 
364,  386,  424,  435,  437, 485,  466,  496,  508, 
532,  549,  562,  GOO,  620,  635,  627,  633,638, 
642,  645,  646,  653, 654,  659,  662.  669.  671, 
675,  676,  689,  696,  712,  736,  733,  743, 744 

resolutions  by..... 437,633,661 

Patents,  the  Committee  on .'.30 

Commissioner  of,  report  from  the 294 

Patterson, Thomas  J., a  Representativcfrom  New 

York...  .1, 3,  68. 80,  146,  146,  165,  223,  329, 

S34,  286,  302,  402,  416,  436,  460,  466, 480, 

466,  490,  507,  540, 618.  693, 718.  736,  736 

resolutions  by 144,  747 

Payne,  William  W..  a  Representative  from  Ala- 
bama  1,  4, 13,30,  75, 

79,  80,  87, 88,  69,  lOU,  101,  105, 107,  135. 
143,  176. 166,  301,  334,  333,  240, 265, 302, 
311, 333,  340, 343,  353, 356, 356,  376, 387, 

402,  457,  .'«04,  505,  514,  515,  537,  536, 544. 
545, 571, 560,  622,  646.  650,  651,  661,  712 

rescilution  by 443 

remarks  on  the  reception  of  abolition  petitions, 

188,189 
remarks  in  relation  to  a  slanderous  newspaper 

attack  on  him 228 

remarks  on  the  reportof  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions  260 

remarks  in  defense  of  Mr.  Van  Buren's  admin- 
istration  502,515 

remarks  on  the  printing  of  the  Rhode  Island 

protest 544 

remarks  on  the  turilT  bill 571 

remarks  on  tlie  Post  Ofiice  bill 644 

remarks  in  relation  tn  the  tariff  and  the  opin- 
ions of  Qovemor  Pnik 680 

remarks  on  the  Post  Office  bill 718 

Pea  Patch  Island  in  the  Delaware,  bill  to  settle  the 

title  to 733 

Pennsylvania  avenue,  bill  for  repairing  and  re- 
paving 351,  356,  565,630,  698 

Pennsylvania,  resolutions  of,  on  the  subject  of 

General  Jackson's  fine 144 

resolutions  of,  on  the  subject  of  the  tariff.. ..434 
resolutions  of,  asking  for  an  appropriation  for 

rebuilding  piers  in  the  Delaware 603 

Pension  agencies,  bill  authorizing  the  transfer  of, 

671 

Pension  agents,  bill  making  compensation  to,  100 

Pension  bills — see  •Sppropriationt. 

Pensions  to  widows  and  orphans  of  naval  officers 

and  seamen,  Ac.,  bill   uPeonsolidate  and 

amend  the  acts  in  relation  to 667 

Pettit,  John,  a  Representative  from  Indiana....], 

69,  99,  165,  173,  177,  35.3,  375,  402,  442, 

476,  495,  506,  516, 536,  565,  570,  621,  633 

resolutions  by 106,  418 


Pettit.  John,  a  Representative  from  Indiana— 
Continued. 

remarks  on  the  Army  bill 476,  477 

remarks  on  the  rencounter  between  Messrs. 

White  and  RAthbun 607,  608 

Peyton,  John  H..  a  Representative  from  Tennes- 
see  1,  3, 114, 115, 116,  458.  507,  692 

remarks  on  the  bill  lo  refund  General  Jackson  'a 

fine 99 

remarks  on  the  general  appropriation  bill.. .683 

Phoenix,  J.  Philips,  a  Representative  from  New 

York...].  3,  49. 108,  123, 128,  143, 147, 155. 

326.  489.  493,  539,  533,  540, 559,  565,  638. 

643.  654.  661.  670,  671,  696,  697,  733,  743 

resolutions  by 139,  146.  696 

Polish  exiles,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 513 

Pollock,  James,  a  Representative  from  Pennsyl- 
vania  574,  600,  680,  6SS 

Porter,  Alexander,  of  Louisiana,  annunciation  of 

the  death  of,  and  tribute  of  respect  to 228 

Postage,  reduction  of. „71 

notice  by  Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  of  a  bill  in 

relation  to 100 

resolution  on  tlie  subject  of 106 

resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  New  York  on  _ 

the  subject  of. 209 ' 

resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky  on 

•the  subject  of. 310 

bill  to  retfuce  the  rates  of 600,  713 

bill  to  adapt  the  rates  of,  to  the  national  coin. .661 
Postmaster  of  the  House,  resolution  fixing  Ihn 

day  for  the  election  of. 76 

votes  for,  and  election  of  J.  M.Johnson,  107, 108 

Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  Committee  on ,  29, 315 

Post  Office  Department,  communications  from  the, 

218,  361,  417.  496,  634.  695 

bill  to  amend  and  reduce  into  one  the  several 

acts  establishing  the 100,  717,  725 

bill  to  amend  the  laws  relating  to  the 47*3 

Post  routes,  bill  to  establish  certain 733 

Potter,  Elisiia  R.,  a  Representative  from  Rhode 

Island 1,  3,  136,  303, 373,  381,  543,  734 

Potter,  Emery  D.,a  Representative  from  Ohio..]. 
3, 139, 178, 307, 339, 303, 323, 244, 350, 354. 
368.  374.  418,  423,  451,  481,  620.  635,  664 

resoluUons  by 207.  375,  549 

remarks  on  the  death  of  Hon.  Henry  H.  Brink- 

erboff. 619 

Pratt,   Zadock,   a  Representative   from    New 

York 1, 3,  40, 

41,  101.  120;  134.  140,  153,  155,  161,  170. 
301. 319. 230. 331,  333,  364,  371, 473, 533. 
537,  545,  600,  603,  631,  634,  663,  664. 667, 
669,  671,  673,  686,  693,  695,  696,  703,  713 

resolution*  by 100, 

153.  306,  408,  434,  600,  663,  673 

Preemption  ri'hts,  bill  to  grant 107 

bill  to  establish  a  permanent  system  of. 140 

President  of  the  United  States— see  Jokn  Tyler. 
Presidential  electors,  resolution  in  relation  to  the 

election  of. 144 

Preston,  Jacob  A.,  a  Representative  from  Mary- 

Und , 315 

Princeton,  United  States  steamship,  lamentable 

occurrence  on  board  of  the 346 

Printer  of  the  House,  resolution  of  Mr.  McKay 
in  relation  to  the  election  and  compensation 

of  the 18 

debate  on 18, 19,  SO 

election  of. , 30 

Private  bills 135, 136,  140,  144, 

153, 170, 177,  162, 189,  303,  318. 319, 324. 
326. 329, 230,  290. 295,  298,  312, 334, 325, 
344, 364, 370,  373,  403,  403,  408, 435, 437, 
453,  4.68,  464,  472,  465,  532,  533, 548, 563, 
565,  600,  603,  631,  633,  638,  641, 643, 654, 
661,  664,  665,  667,  668,  670,  674, 677, 692. 
695,  696,  698,  726,  733,  734,  742,  744.  747 

Private  Land  Claims,  the  Committee  on 39 

Privilege,  Mr.  Giddings's  question  of. 143 

Mr.  C.J.  IngersoH's  question  of. 198 

Protest  of  D.  D.  Barnard  and  fifty  others,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  right  of  certain  members  to  their 

seat 3,  9,  10. 13, 33, 24,  30,  56 

Public  Bnildinga  and  Grounds,  the  Committee 

on 30 

reports  of  the  Commissioner  of. 41,  114 

Public  debt,  bill  to  provide  for  the  payment  of 

the  evidences  of,  in  certain  cases 661,  667 

Public  Expenditures,  the  Committee  on 39 

Public  Lands,  the  Committee  on 29 

bill  to  graduate  and  reduce  the  price  of. 54 

bill  to  confirm  the  sale  of,  iii  certiun  cases.. .309 
billfor  the  relief  of  lli«  citizens  of  town*  on...634 
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Public  money,  bill  for  the  more  economical  iHb- 
bursement  of. 733 

Public  Becurities,  bill  to  punish  certain  crimes  in 
relation  to 733 

Purtly,  S.  M.,  5  Representative  from  New  York, 
1,  3,  150,  167,  171, 249, 572 

R. 

Ramsey,  AIexander,a  Representative  from  Penn- 
sylvania  1, 

3,  18,  23,  43,  44,  45,  103,  901,  203,  215, 
219, 225, 228, 29S,  302, 304,  325,  344,  401, 
41)8,  418,  425,  430,  434,  437,  453,  4G0,  472, 
474, 481. 492, 496, 508, 5J5, 523, 533, 534, 
559,  560, 562, 5T2, 592, 603, 623,  673,  695 

resolutions  by 23,208 

Rathbun,  George,  a  Representative  from  New 

York 1,  3,  76,  102, 127, 128, 

130, 133, 136, 142, 155, 170, 182, 183, 189, 
203, 225, 286, 291, 296, 2'J8, 302, 323, 326, 
343, 345,  364,  365. 368, 372, 374,  376,  393, 
400,  401,  408,  429,  452,  485,  486,  490.  505, 
528, 530,  557,  578,  600,  626,  630,  644,  656, 
658, 665, 671, 681,  683,  696, 710,  711,  742 

resolutions  by 149,  150,  208 

reiTuirlcs  on  the  improvement  of  the  western 

waters .^138 

rcmsrks  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 

Elections 272 

remarks  on  the  Rhode  Island  memorial,  368, 371 

rencounter  withMr.  Whije 579,  636 

remarks  on  the  rencounter  with  Mr.  White, 

578,  607 
report  of  the  select  committee  on  the  subject, 

607,636 

remarks  on  the  tarifl*  bill 613 

remarks  on  the  lunatic  asylum  bill 623 

remarks  on  the  general  appropriation  bill... 683 
Rayncr,  Kenneth,  a  Representative  from  North 

Carolina 1,  3,  11, 

12,  17,  227,  279,  286,  302,  340,  358,  376 
Read,  Almon  H.,  a  Representative  from  Penn- 
sylvania  1,  3,  75,  77, 

-79,  106,  130,  203,  230,  303,  326,  359,  635 
annunciation  of  the  death  of,  and  Ifibute  of 

respect  to..; 703 

Reciprocity  treaties,  report  of  Mr.  C.  J.  Inger- 
soll  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions on  the  subject  of...... 633 

Reding,  John  R.,  a  Representative  from  New 

Hampshire 1,  3,  77, 

100,  131,  165,  173,  177,  286,  343, 353, 
371,  413,  513,  534,  538,  580,  5^,  603, 
617,  618,  626,  642,  665,  697,  718,  733 
resolutions  t>y,  74,  100,  130,  148,  177,  .331, 676 
Reed, Charles  M., a  Representative  from  Pennsyl- 
vania   1,  3,  7.5, 

79,  139.  167,  182,  201,  219,266,  281,  302, 
319,  344,  353,  371, 492,  513, 529,  533,  .585 

resolutions  by 144,332 

Reid,  David  S.,a  Koprosentativefrom  North  Car- 
olina  I, 

3, 63, 102, 136, 990,  436,  444,529, 563, 696 

reaolntinns  by 149,  661 

Rclfe,  James  H.,  a  Representative  from  Mis- 
souri  1,  4,  65, 99,  123,  139, 147, 

177,  192,  209,  242,  290,  298,  304,  430,4.')6, 
460,  487,  515,  541),  545,  568,  597,  621,  661 

resolutions  by • 147,  206,  443 

Reporters  of  debates,  resolution  of  Mr.  C.  John- 
son in  relation  to 201 

resolution  of  Mr.  Black,of  Georgia,  toappoint  a 

corps  of. 201,  202 

Resoluliona  by — 

Mr.  Adams 100, 148,  332, 402,  710 

Mr.  Ashe 149,  207,  375 

Mr.  Atkinson 908,  332 

Mr.  Barnard 60,  101,  332,  616 

Mr.  Barringer 332.  444.  633 

Mr.  Belscr 107,  149,276,333 

Mr.  Benton 100 

Mr.  Bidlack 101,  131,  208 

Mr.  Black,  ofGeorgia 102, 

150,201,375,443 

Mr.  Blackwell 102,  207,  444 

Mr.  Bossier 108, 144,  150,  209 

Mr.  Rower 107 

Mr.  Bowlin 32,  107,  443 

Mr.  Boyd 102,  150,375 

Mr.  Krinkerhoff, Jacob 144 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Pennsylvania 148 

Mr.  Brown,  Milton 150,375,  434 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Indiana.: 149, 443,  445 

Mr.  BulBngtoii 908 


Resolutions  by — Continued. 

Mr.  Burke 331,  363,  436,  537 

Mr.  Burt 148,  207,  444 

Mr.  Caldwell 149,  209,  375 

Mr  Campbell. ..27,  101,207,436,  444,  629 

Mr.  Carroll : 148 

Mr.  Cathn ..100,  208 

Mr.  Chapman,  of  Virginia 189 

Mr.  Chapman,  of  Alabama 303, 443 

Mr.  Chappell 375 

Mr.  Chilton .-. 101,208 

Mr.  Clingman 101 

Mr.  Clinton 100, 456 

Mr.  Cobb 444,  641 

Mr.  Collamcr 548 

Mr.  Cross 107,  150,  303,  443,  638 

Mr.  Cullom 171, 907 

Mr.  Duna 148,  206 

Mr.  Dnniel 148 

Mr:  Davis,  of  Kentucky..33, 102, 375, 434 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Indiana 106, 

.149,184,207,366,310,600 

Mr.  Dawson 106 

Mr.  Dean 144 

Mr.  Deberry 149,  444 

Mr.  Delict 150,  206 

Mr.  Dickinson 102,  130 

Mr.  Dodge,  of  Iowa 108,  149,  444,  549 

Mr.  Dodge,  of  Wisconsin 108,  444 

Mr.  Douglas 107,  1.59 

Mr.  Dromgoolo 4,  289,  444,  464 

Mr.  Duncan 102 

Mr.  Dunlap ;....209,  325,  331,  696 

Mr.  Ellis 208 

Mr.  Elmer ...4?,  101 

Mr.  Ficklin 107,  131,  149,  206,  443 

Mr.  Fish 148,  652 

Mr.  Foster 148,  208 

Mr.  French 102,149,375 

Mr.  Prick 101 

Mr.  Giddings 442 

Mr.  Green,  of  New  York 208 

Mr.  Green,  of  Kentucky..; 102,  128 

.      Mr.  Grider 907 

Mr.  Grinnell 668 

Mr.  Hale 74,  77,  509,  331,  402 

Mr.  Hamlin 24,  74,  209,  331 

Mr.  Hammet 106,  150 

Mr.  Haralson 375 

Mr.  Hardin, 106,  149,  206,  394,  443 

Mr.  Harper 106,  375,  533 

Mr.  Henley ; 106,  317 

Mr.  Herrick .• 331 

Mr.  Hogc 107 

Mr.  Holmes.... 109,  144,  148,  339 

Mr.  Hopkins 207,332,445,  715 

Mr.  Houston 65,  107,  150,  443,-741 

Mr.  Hnbard 149,  208,  428,  600 

Mr.  Hudson 100 

Mr.  Hughes 144,  167,  443 

Mr.  Hungcrford 101,  184,  198 

Mr.  Hunt,  of  New  York 43, 

100,  125, 208,  332 

Mr.  Hunt,  of  Michigan 150,  206,  208 

Mr.  Ingersoll,  Charles  J 101,  332, 633 

Mr.  Ingersoll,  Joseph  R 38, 

39, 45, 56, 101, 144, 150, 158, 167, 908, 521 

Mr.  Irvin 165 

Mr.  Jameson 353 

Mr.  Johnson,  Andrew 207,  375 

Mr.  Johnson,  Cave 47,  102, 

146,  153, 167, 177,  207,  226,  375, 
395,  400,  444,  480,  484,  485,  548 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee 109,  149,444 

Mr.  Kennedy,  of  Indiana 206 

Mr.  Kennedy,  of  Maryland 332,  445 

Mr.  King,  of  Massachusetts 148 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York 331,  696 

Mr.  Kirkpatrick 209,  457 

Mr.  Labrnnchc 442,  661 

Mr.  Leonard 100,  332,  464 

Mr.  Levy 38,  56, 

69, 108, 149, 150,206,998, 444,590, 648 

Mr.  Lewis 444,  591 

Mr.  Lvon 107, 149,  569 

Mr.  Maclay 148 

Mr.  McClelland 107,  906,  442 

Mr.  McClynand 106,  149,  443 

Mr.  McCAnell 107,  149,443 

Mr.  McDowell 102,  144,  207 

Mr.  Mcllvaine 149 

Mr.  McKay 18, 

39, 101, 199, 184, 907, 444, 464, 522, 562 
Mr.  Moore 106, 13(H  373,377 


Resolutions  by — Conlinntd. 

Mr.  Morris,  of  Pennsylvania 148,  476 

Mr.  Morse 209 

Mr.  Murphy 908,  332,  562 

Mr.  Newton 149,569 

Mr.  Owen 106,  M9,  449,  633,  747 

Mr.  Parmenter 437,  633,  661 

Mr.  Patterson 144, 747 

Mr.  Payne 443 

Mr.Pettit 106,418 

Mr.  Phoenix 139,'  148,  696 

Mr.  Potter,  of  Ohio 907,  375,  549 

.  Mr.  Pratt 100, 

153,  208,'408,  434, 600,  663,  679 

Mr.  Ramsey 2j,  906 

Mr.  Rathbun 149, 150,  908 

Mn.  Reding 74, 

100,  130,  136, 148, 177,  331,  676 

Mr.  Reed,  Charles  M -144,  339 

Mr.  Reid,  of  North  Carolina 149,  661 

Mr.  Relfe 147,  206,  443 

Mr.  Rhelt 101,  444 

Mr.  Russell 908 

Mr.  Sample 144,  150,  907 

Mr.  Saunders 444,  579 

Mr.  Schcnck 106,375 

Mr.  Senter 907,  375 

Mr.  Severance 148,  909 

Mr.  Seymour,  of  Connecticut 908,  339 

Mr.  Seymour,  of  New  York 908,  641 

Mr.  Simons : 139, 

14^.149;  150,  167,  908,  339, 400. 
409,  480,  513,  537,  557,  641,  643 

Mr.  Simpson , 375 

Mr.  Slidell 106,  177,  909,  442 

Mr.  Smith,  Caleb  B 106,  907,  443 

Mr.  Smith,  Thomas 139, 

149,  909,  428,  443 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Illinois 106, 

150,  906,  443,  480,  6<|9,  671 

Mr.  Steenrod 148, 907,  339,  444,  520 

Mr.  Stephens 102 

Mr.  Stewart,  of  Pennsylvania 101, 

111,148^480 

Mr.  St.  John 149 

,  Mr.  Stone 102 

Mr.  Strong .\ 908,  332 

Mr.  Summers 208, 533 

Mr.  Taylor 908 

Mr.  Thomasson 109,  111,  150 

Mr.  Thompson 106,907,  569,  563 

Mr.  Tibbalts 27 

109, 105, 149, 907,  375, 444, 513, 664, 734 

Mr.Tilden 375 

Mr.  Vinton 106,  376 

Mr.  Weller 93,  464,  634 

Mr.  Wentworth 55, 

107,  149,  408,  443,  473,  680 

Mr.  White - 375 

Mr.  Wilkins 101 

Mr.  Williams 209 

Mr.  Winthrop 100,  150,  401,  734 

Mr.  Wise 49,  139 

Mr.  Woodward 207,  444 

Mr.  Wright,  of  Indiana,  106, 139,  907,  442 
Retrenchment,  resolutions  of  Mr.  McKay  on  the 

subject  of. 129,  184 

resolutions  of  Mr.  Steenrod  on  the  subject  of, 

207 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  New  York  on 

the  subject  of. 209 

Revisal  and  Unfinished  Business,  the  Committee 

on.....?. .30 

Revolutionary  and  other  pensioners,  resolution 
explanatory  of  the  act  making  appropriations 
for  the  payment  of,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 

June  30,  1845 735 

Revolutionary  Claims,  the  Committee  on. 29 

Revolutionary  pension   appropriation  bill — see  • 

'Afjmprialunu. 
Revolutionary  Pensions,  the  Committee  on....99 
Rbett,  R.  Barnwell,  a  Represenutive  fl-om  South 

Carolina I,  4,  45, 110, 

137, 138,  178,  188,  907,  323,  333,  349,  371, 
388, 490,  506,  514,  521,  551,  570,  571,-  603 

resolutions  by 45,  101,  444 

letter  of,  declining  to  serve  on  the  committee 

on  the  Massachusetts  resolutions 83 

remarks  on  the  western  harbor  bill 551 

remarks  on  the  tariff  bill 612 

Rhode  Island,  memorial  from  the  Democratic 

members  of  the  Legislature  of. 302 

resolutions  of,  on  the  subject  of  French  spolia- 
tioDS 324 
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Rhode  IshuiO— Confinucrf. 

r«sohuinn  of  the  select  cnmmittce  appointed  on 
lliu  mi'inoiiul  from  the  Ucmociaiii: memljcrs 
of  the  L'"^i«l;«iurc  of,  to  send  fur  persons  and 

panprs 3CI, 

m,  371,  331,  386,  393,  401,  416,  424,  428 
Kiioluiions  of  the  snine,  oalling  on  the  Pr>-si- 

denl  lor  uertain  information •.436  I 

m-'ssage  of  the  President  on  ;hc  nflairs  of,  522  j 
protest  of  ihu  Legislature  of,  ngninst  the  ri<;ht  j 

of  CA^ress  to  act  on  the  memorial 543  ' 

protest  of  the  minority  of  the  Legislature  of, 

ngain«t  the  protest  of  the  majority ..545 

Hitler,  John,  a  Kepresenlativc  from  Pennsylva- 
nia  1, 

3,  249,  354,  425,  437,  460,  516,  533,  56ri 

Roads  and  Canals,  the  Committee  on 29 

Roberts,  Robert  W.,  a  Kepnsenlative  from  Mis- 
sissippi  1,  346,  371,  377,  474,  529 

Robinson,  Orville,  a  Representative  from  New 

York 1, 

3,  161,  198.  203,  279,  312, 366,  370,  457 
Rockwell,  Julius,  a  Represeniniivc  Ironi  Massa- 

chusetu .228,  429,  453,  516,  605,  610 

remarks  on  the  tarilT  bill , 603 

Rodney,  George  B.,  «  Representative  from  DsIh- 

warc... 1,3,  136,  326,  508,  696 

Rogers,  Charles,  a   Representative   from    New 

York.. 3,  73,  286, 

317,  340,  460,  508,  513,  515,  528,  634,  654 
remarks  on  ihc  reception  of  abolition   peti- 
tions   324 

R'.iirs,  the  committee  on 30 

nsoiulion  in  reliiiion  to  the 4,  5,  27,  38 

report  of...94,  108,111,  131,  137,  140,  144,  165, 
170,  183,  183,  201,-aiI,  216,  223,  226,  229, 
237,>i94,  296,  310,  315,  324,  325,  339,  343 

report  of  ttie  minority  of. 125,  188 

Russell,  Jeremiah,  a  R-^presentativ*  from  New 

York 1,  3.  153,  201,  219,  291, 

312,  364,  390,  464,  565,  602,  613,  «33,  669 
resolution  by 208 


Salt, "bill  to  repeal  the  duly  on 149 

Sample,  Samuel  C.,n  Representative  from  Uidi- 

ana .1,  4, 

69, 79, 81, 123, 141, 142,  161, 170, 171, 173, 
183,  198.  234,  242,  261,  279,  281, 296,  298, 
302,  303,  341,  351,  354,  371,  391,  400,  402, 
424,  428,  437,  442,  444,  466,  472,  486,  487, 
490,  521,  528,  529,  551 ,  553,  559,  597, 603, 
610,  624,  648,  662,  665,  668,  677,  696,  710 

remlutinns  by 144, 150,  207 

Saunders,  Romulus  M.,  a  Representative  from 

North  Carolina 1, 

3,  21,  60,  69,  80,  85,  86,  88,  105,  113,  120, 
J32,  144,  177,  178,  184,  199,  200,  226,  286. 

290.  302,  317,  3-23,  326,  340,  344,  356,  364, 
374,  376,  386,  408,  418,  423,  457,  458,  464, 
472,  490,  578,  608,  609,  625,  627,  633,  637, 
641,  661,  692,  696,  698,  716,  733,  742,  743 

resolutions  by 444,579 

remarks  on  the  reception  ofabolition  peiiiiops, 

170,  171,  183 
report  of,  from  the  select  committee  on  the  ren- 
counter between  Messrs.  White  and  Rath- 

bon 607 

remarks  on  the  eeneral  appropriation  bill...684 
Savannah  river,  bill  to  remove  obstructions  in,  458 
Savannah,  resolntioo  authorizing  the  sale  of  k  lot 

of  eroand  in...; 735 

Sehenek,    Robert   C.,    a    Representative    from 

Ohio 1,  3,  63,  117,  120,  121,  123, 

143,  144,  173,  196,  197,  198,  201,202,303, 
209,  219,  230,  240,  241,  279,  284, 285,  286, 

291,  302,  325,  326,  331,  341,  356,358,365, 
372,  376,  395,  401,  411,  412,  418,  423,  450, 
457,  460,  467,  474,  481,  505,  507, 514, 532, 
545,  .558,  567.  586,  607,  609,  610,  618,  624, 
636,  635,  644,  648,  651,  653,  657,  658, 662, 
675,  677,  680,  686,  717,  718,  743,  744,  747 

res^ilutions  by 106,  375 

remarks  on  reception  ofabolition  petitions.. .325 

Scott,  General  Wiiifield,  Mr.  M.  Brown 's  motion 

in  relation  toa  communication  from,  364,375 

Seamen,  bill  to  amend  the  act  for  the  regulation 

of,  on  board  the  public  and  private  vessels  of 

the  United  States 484,  661,  733 

Secretaries  of  lection  and  consuls,  bill  to  regu-" 

late  extra  allowances  to 153 

Scoter,  William  T.,  a  Representative  from  Tcn- 

neasee 1,3,  69, 178,  248,  302,  383 

recolutions  by 307, 375 


Severance,  Luther,  a  Representative  from  Maine, 
1.3,  123,302.382,453,458, 
504,  557,  600,  623,  675,  697 

resnlniions  by .' 148, 209 

remarks  on  reception  ofabolition  petitions,  294 

remarks  on  the  tiirifT  bill 603 

Seymour,  D.ivid  L.,  a  R-prescntatiwfrom  New 
Y»rk...l,3,40,68,75,79,100,  141,  147,  158, 
161, 167, 173, 203,  207,  233,  234,  302,  312, 
332,3.-)3,343,359,  382,  459,  461,  504,  505, 
529,  571, 585, 602,  605,  617.618,  634,  638. 
640, 642, 652, 654,  658,  662,  064,  670,  673, 
677, 693, 695, 697,  699,  703,  71 1.  718,  744 

resolutions  by 208, 641 

remarks  on  the . reference  of  the  President's 

message 126 

Seymour,  Thomas  H.,  a  Representative  from 

Connecticut 1,3,  1P3,  161, 

174,  179,  207,  223,  233,  234,  302,  396,  633 

resolutions  by 208,332 

remarks  on  the  Military  Academy  bill 382 

Simons,  Samuel,  a  Representative  from  Connec- 
ticut  1,  3,  68,  291,  .302,  345, 

371, 383, 402, 424,  428,  437,  452,  513,  514, 
528, 532, 557, 594,  618,  622,  658,  671,  735 

resolutions  by 139, 144,  149, 150,  167, 209, 

332,  400,  402,  480,  513,  537,  557,  641,  643 

remarks  in  relation  tcvthc  abuses  practiced  in 

the  engraving  and  lithographing  executed  for 

the  House 402 

remarks  on  the  lunniic  asylum  bill 623 

Simpson,  Richard  F., a  Representative  from  South 

Carolina 1,  4,  472 

resolution  by 375 

Slidell,Jolin,n  Rrpresenlative  from  Louisiana,  1, 
4,  43,  45,  74,  80,  89,  99,  125,  130,  140, 
171.  201,  203,  242,  266,  279,  291,  298, 
323, 326, 344,  418,  442,  453,  457,  496.  507, 
537, 539,  545,  588,  600,  603,  645,  659,  662, 
663i  673,  696,  726,  734,  735,  742,  743,  744 

resolutions  by 106,  177,  209,  442 

remarks  on  the  bdl  to  refund  Gnnerul  Jackson's 

fine 89,90 

remarks  on  the  death  of  Judge  Porler 228 

remarks  on  the  death  of  Hon.  Mr.  Bossier. ..585 

remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill 645 

Smith,    Albert,    a    Representative    from    New 

York 1,3,75,  136,  170, 

219,  279,  291,  345,  354,  549,  572,  592,  .594 

Smith,  Caleb  B.,  a  Rcpresentatii'e  from  Indiana, 

1,  99,  106, 136,  178,  312,  387.  480,  630 

resolutions  by 106,  207,  443 

remarks  on  tfie  tariff  bill 596,  597 

remarks  on  Committee  of  Eleclions  report,  253 

remarks  on  the  Rhode  Isliind  memorial 392 

Smith,  John  T.,  a  Representative  from  Pennsyl- 
vania..!, 3,  161, 179,  436,  622,  712,  718,  745 
Smith,  Robert,  a  Representative  from  Illinois. .1, 
4.   44.   69,  84,    108,    123,   125,  153,  159, 
170,  177,  215,  230,  233,  248,  291,  296, 302, 
303,  304,  325,  326.  345,  370,  371,  383,390, 
413,  423,  430,  436,  442,  460,  480,  481,  484, 
.    487,  490,  532,  ,535,  565,  568,  585,  589, 600, 
631,  671,  675,  690,  696.  716,  726.  743,  744 
resolutions  by.. 106, 150,  206, 443, 480,  642, 671 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  improvement  of  the 

western  waters 501 

Smith,  Thomas,  a   Represeitfative  from   Indi- 
ana  1,  4.34,  111,  139,  150,  161,  184, 

191 ,  207,  261,  272, 290,  302,  327, 364, 472, 
474,  492,  528,  533,  534,  558,  559,  602,  661 

resolutions  by 149,209,428,443 

remarks  on  the  Army  bill 465 

remarks  on  the  improvement  of  the  navigation 

of  the  western  waters 159 

Smithsonian  bequest,  resolution  of  Mr.  Adams 

in  relation  to 100 

Speaker  of  the  House,  John  W.  Jones,  of  Vir- 
ginia, elected 3 

vote  on  the  election  of. 3 

Spenee, Thomas A.,a  Representative  from  Mary- 
land  3.39,  513 

State  Department,  communications  (Vom  t he . .  131 , 
218,  229,  474,  496 

Statistics,  bureau  of T 208 

bill  to  establish  a ....373 

Stcen  rod,  Lewis, a  Representative  from  Virginia,!, 
3, 20, 33, 42, 43, 56, 69, 77, 78, 79, 80. 84, 100, 
123,  139,  141,  150,  155.  170,  174,  178,290, 
291,  302,  323,  326,  345,  351,  356,  364,395, 
402,  436,  451,  457,  458,  467,  477,  480,491, 
507,  520,  528,  537,  544,  558,  562,  563,569, 
578,  579,  587,  594,  613,  627,  665,  741,  744 
resoluUom  by 148,  207,  332,  444,  520 


Stephens,  Alexander  H.,  a  Representative  from 

Georgia 1,  23,  69,  87,  115,  123,  165, 

279, 290,  302,  326,  344,  565,  616.  634,  696 

resolution  by 102 

remarks  on,  and  amendment  to,>tho  bill  to  re- 
fund General  Jackson's  fine 90 

remarks  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions  258 

remarks  on  the  tariff  bill 612,  613 

Stetson,  Lemuel,  a  Representative  from  New 

York „ 1,  3,  63, 

75,  81,  88,  93,  127,  234,  333, 334, 368,371, 

417,  418,  424,  437.  528,  545,  642,  683,  726 

Stewart,  John,  a  Representative  from  Connetiti- 

cut ; 1,  3, 142. 184,  192,  234, 

242,  255,  279,  296,  617,  618,  633,  665,  710 
Stewart,  Andrew,  a  Representative  from  Penn- 
sylvania   1,  13,  38,  54,  68,  80,  111, 

136, 146,  154,  159,  167,  172,  173,  174, 178, 
249,  302,  382,  388,  457,  461),  480,  504,516, 
523,  532,  534,  545,  559,  567,  568,  571, 580, 
592,  608,  618,  623,  627,  653,  665,  671,  716 

resolutions  by 101,  111,  148,  480 

remarks  on  the  improvement  of  the  western 

waters 167,  174 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  distribution 

act 389 

remarks  on  the  rencounter  between  Messrs. 

White  and  Ralhbun 608 

Stiles,  William  H.,  a  Representative  from  Geor- 
gia  1,  16,  .74,  143,  203,  229,  286,  345, 

354,  507,  528,  529,  568,  638,  659,  696,  726 
remarks  on  the  death  of  Hon.  John  Millen,  39 
remarks  on  the  reception  of  abolition  petitions, 

202,211 
remarks  on.  the  report  of  the  Committee   of 

Elections 278,  279 

remarks  on  the  eastern  harbor  bill 528 

St.  John,  Henry,  a  Representative  from  Ohio,  3, 
75,  128,  147,  151,  177,  215,  359,  366, 
401,  480,  549,  597,  605,  635,  643, 669 

resolution  by 149 

St.  Louis,  harbor  of,  resolution  of  Mr.  Bowlin  in 

relation  to 107,  131 

St.  Mary,  Falls  of,  bill  authorizing  the  opening  of 

H  canal  around 692 

Stockbridge  and  Munsee  nation  of  Indians,  bill 

for  the  payment  of  certain  arrearages  to,  735 

Stone,  James,  a  Representative  from  Kentucky, 

1,  3,  108,  133,  209,  302,  408,  690 

resolution  by -...102 

Strong,  Selah  B.,  a  Representative  from  New 

York 1,  3,  12,  13,  21,  40,  57,  134, 

150,  178,  198,  255,  371,  513,  557,  661,  715 

resolutions  by 208,  33» 

Summers,  George  W,,  a  Representative  from  Vir- 
ginia  1, 

120,  265,  326,  356,  365,  428,  490. 
532,  565,  616,  ^0,  627,  642,  741 

resolutions  by 208,  533 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  sale  of  the 

reserved  lead  mines 491 

.  remarks  on  the  general  appropriation  bill,  683  . 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  bill  con- 
cerning the 633,  743,  744 

Surveyors  general,  bill  to  discontinue  the  offices 

of,  in  certain  districts...' 290 

Sykes,  George,  a  Representative  from  New  Jer- 
sey  » •. 1,  3,623,  674 


Tariff,  resolution  of  Mr.  Rhett  in  relation  to,  45, 

101 
resolution  of  Mr.  Black  of  Georgia,  in  relation 

to 102 

resolutionof  Mr.  McDowell  in  relation  to,  102, 

105 
resolution  of  Mr.  Tibbatts  in  relation  to... .105 

resolution  of  Mr.  Belser  in  relation  to 333 

bill  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to 

amend  and  modify  the 369, 

372,  569,  574,  583,  587.  591,  594,  598, 

601,  602,  603,  610,  612,  617,  621,  622 

report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 

on  the 375 

report  of  the  Committee  on  Manufactures  on 

the 522 

resolution  to  terminate  debate  on  the 616 

Taylor,   William,  a  Representative  from  Vir- 
ginia  1,  3,  303 

resolution  by 208 

Telegraph,  Professor  Morse's,  bill  for  the  exten- 
sion of. 733 

Territories,  the  Committee  on .29 
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INDEX  TO 


Texj<i>,  rpsoltiiioii  of  Mr.  Blurk,  of  Georgia,  in 

rcgiiril  In 148 

bill  tn  miric  the  bouiidarirs  between,  and  the 

Uiiitpil  Suites 291 

rcanliitionsKfthc  Legisloture  of  Mississippi  in 

favor  of  tfie  annexation  of. 418 

resolutions  of  various  public  meetings  in  fnvor 

of  the  annexntion  of. ^..604, 

63:),  641,653,  657,  703 
mrssnge  from  the  President  on  the  subject  of 

the  trenly  with 708 

Thnmnsnnn,  William  P.,  a  RepresentiUive  from 

K<nnicky 1. 3,  49,  51,  52,  06, 

69,  75,  76.  77,  84,  111,  118,  139,  150,  1C5, 
178, 190,  191,  203,  229,  255,  284,  291,  298, 
302, 310,  317,  452,  477,  504,  605,  635.  688 

resolutions  by 102,  111,  150 

reinirks  on  the  subject  of  the  nnnexntion  of 

T.x.t.s 604 

Tlionipson,  Jacob,  a  Iti'presentHiive  from  Mis«is- 
sippi...l,  4, 21,  24,  25,  26,  27,  34.  45.  49,  56, 
57,  t>'J,  69,  81,  84,  108,  110,  120,  123,  143, 
144,  LW,  153,  174,  178,  182,  197,  198,  202. 
203. 225,  296.  229.  255.  291,  317,  324,  332, 
334,339,  341.  347,  350,  359,  371,  372,  400, 
401,  402,  424.  43.'),  445,  4.52.  4.'i3.  4.59,  460, 
467,  486,  400,  501,  504,  506.  508.  516,  520, 
521, 522,  .523,  529,  533,  537,  545,  549,  570, 
580, 600,  610,  613,  627,  638,  6C3,  675,  697. 
716,717,  723,  726,  735,  742,  743,  744,  747 

resolutions  by 106,  207.  562,  563 

remarks  on  the  report  6f  the   Cumniilten  of 

Elections 258 

remarks  on  the  western  harbor  bill 505, 

563,  633,  639 

remarks  on  the  eastern  harbor  bill 529 

remarks  on  the  PostOifice  bill   .; 718 

T'bbntis,  John  W.,n  Representative  from  Ken- 

tu.ky 1,  3,  27,  40,  46, 

63,  69,  80.  83,  84,  105,  108,  113,  125,  130, 
140, 144,  165,  167,  201,  219,  233,  234.  249, 
.302, 304,  317,  34.5,  351.  359,  430,  477,  484, 
486,  487,  492,  496,  500,  .501,  505.  508,  513, 
514,  510,  522,  523,  528,  537,  545,  557,  559, 
563, 567,  617,  639,  640,  651,  664,  689,  690 

rcsohitioiis  by 27, 

102,  105,  149,  207,  375,  444,  513,  6M,  734 
remark;)  on  the  western  harbor  bill....564,  566 
remarks  on  the  tariff  bill  and  annexation  of 

Texas .....613 

ix'innrks  on  the  bill  to  abolish  imprisonment 

for  debt 626 

remarks  on  his  nmendment  to  the  general  ap- 
propriation bill  making  an  appropriation  for 

the  Louixville  and  Portland  canal 686 

remarks  on  the  subject  of  a  mail  coininuniru- 

lioii  with  Prince  and  Germany 734 

Tilden,  D.uiicI  R.,  a  Re[iresentative  from  Ohio, 

1,3.  139,  170,  177,219,3.33, 

345,  359,  364,  453,  472,  492 

remarks  on   the  iniprnvemuiii  of  the  westi.-rn 

waters 142 

rt^soliition  by 375 

Tobacco  trade,  resolution  by  Mr.  C.  Johnson  li) 

regard  to  the 102,  130 

Treasury    Department,    communicjiiiona    from 

the 22.41, 

47.  114,  131.  146,  166.  1«7,  189,  213,  218, 

294,  331,  351,  417,  474,  496,  574,  692,  735 

Treasury  notes,  joint  resolution  on  the  subject  of, 

464,  472 
Tucker,  Tilghmaii  M.,  a  Representative  from 

Mississippi 1,  226,  289,  353, 

371,  401,  508,  529,  532,  63.5,  712,  717,  742 

Tyler,  Asher,  a  Representative  from  New  York, 

1,3,118,139,150,192,203, 

215, 225,  249,  266,  302, 303, 

345,354,  366,  402,  492.  635 

Tyler.  John,  President  of  the  United  States — 

cuinmunications  from 41, 

47,  131,  166,  202.  290,  317,  326,  331, 

351,  417,  418,456,  475,  621,  667,  716 

resolution  of  Mr.  Wise  to  refer  the  message  of, 

and  debate  on 49, 

126, 132, 138. 142. 146, 1:):f,  158. 167, 171 

message  of,  on  the  subject  of  Oregon 166 

message  of,  communicating  the  death  of  Messrs. 

Upshur  and  Gilmer,  &c 345 

message  from,  in  answer  to  Mr.  Levy's  res- 
olution in  relation  to  the  harboring  of  fugitive 
criminals  from  Florida  by  the  British  author- 
ities of  Nassau.; 351 

message  of,  transinitling  coiiies  of  a  treaty  with 
Peru ., 437 


Tyler,  John,  President  of  the  United  Slates — 
Continued. 
mes.sagc  of,  on  thc«ubjcct  of  the  Rhode  Island 

difficulties 522 

message  of,  on  the  subject  of  the  Texas  treaty, 

708 
U. 
United  States  Bank,  report  of  the  Committee  of 

Elections  on  the  subject  of  the 741 

Upshur,  Abel  P.,  death  of,  and  tribute  of  respect 
to 346 


Vance,  Joseph, a  Representative  frtwnOliio,  1,3,20, 
53,69,  136, 153,  165. 169, 173, 189,  218,228, 
229,233,272,284,285,290,296.302.324,344, 
370. 373,374, 402, 408, 416, 418, 424, 429, 435, 
436,  437,  457,  458,  472,  487,  512,  532,  533, 
537,  545,  558,  5,59,  565,  566,  000,  602,  616, 
633,  642,  661,  664,  668.  674,  675.  677,  095, 
696,  698,  712,  733,  736,  741,  743,  744,  745 
Vanmetcr,  John  I.,  a  Representative  from  Ohio, 

1,  3,  80,  302,  634 
Vinton, SamiielP., a  Representative  from  Ohio. .1, 
3,  23, 126. 177, 203. 284, 285, 286,  298, 302, 
.333,  353,  358,  387,  390,  418,  424,  472,  477, 
480,  501,  505,  548,  559,  .580,  .592.  627.  035. 
638.  640,  659,  663,  673,  685,  698,  735,  744 

resolutions  by 106,  376 

remarks  on  the  improvement  of  the  western 

waters 159 

remarks  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions  271 

Virginia,  bill  changing  the  time  of  holding  the 
United  States  courts  for  the  western  district 

of. 294 

resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of,  on  thesuliject 
of  the  Massachusetts  resolutions'propnsing 

an  amendment  of  the  Constitution 356 

select  committee  on  flie  resolutions  of  .......371 

report  of  the  select  committee 436 

W. 

War  Department,  communications  from  the. ..32, 
H4,  146,  106,  167,  184,  202,  218,  229, 
331,365,417,  436,474,496,562,621,634  I 
cominuniranon  from  the,  on  the  sul>ject  of  the 

arrest  of  Lil'uieiiaiit  Bragg 475  I 

Washington  city,  bill  to  ini-opurate  the  inhaliit- 

anis  of. Ill,  409,  637,  629,  630,  698 

memoriulof  a  convention  of  the  citizens  of,  on 

the  subject  of  a  charter 548 

bill  to  authorize  the  sale  of  public  reservation 

No.  1.3,  in 631,699 

bill  to  incorporaie  the  Mutual  Insunmce  Com- 
pany pf. 604 

Washington,   General,  Kword  of,  and    slaft*  of 

Franklin,  concerning 41 

presentation  of  the  ciimp-chrst  of. 559 

resolution  relative  to  the  monument  to,  557, 663 

resolution  relative  to  the  statue  of. 663 

Ways  and  Means,  the  Committee  of. 29,  620 

Weller,  John  B.,  a  ReprrseniHlive  from  Ohio,  1, 
3,5, 17,21, 23, 25, .34.  42. 45, 61, 63, 64, 77, 
79,  80,  83,  «),  89,  92,  100,  101,  105,  111, 
133, 126, 130, 146,  147,  149,  150,  154,  159, 
165, 167, 171, 178,  197,  202,  337,  284,  394, 
395,296,397,303,  317,333,  341,  343,  350, 
353, 356, 379, 376,  377,  382,  388,  395,  401, 
408,  416,  418,  424,  428,  429,  434,  436,  442, 
445,  450,  451, 452,  456,  457,  464,  465,  471, 
480, 485,  490, 501,  505,  508,  514,  518,  528, 
531,  532,  543, 545,  548,  558,  562,  565,  583, 
590,  591,  598,  600,  602,  606,  007,  013,  616, 
621,  023,  637,  630,  631,  634,  635,  637,  638, 
640, 642, 643, 652,  6.59,  663,  664,  665,  667, 
668,  683,  689,  696,  708,  709,  710,  742,  743 

resolutions  by... 23,  464,  634 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  refund  General  Jackson 's 

fine 114,  115 

remarks  on  the  improvement  of  the  navigation 

of  the  western  waters 158 

remarks  on  tlie  death  of  Hon.  Henian  Allen 

Moore 508 

remarks  on  theavestern  harbor  bill 558 

remarks  on  the  tariff  bill 591 

Wentworlh,  John,  a  Representative  from  Illi- 
nois  1,  4,  54,  69,  75,  79,  103,  107, 118, 

.  125,  126,  149,  171, 177,  178,  246,272,298, 
302,  303,  326,  327,  345,  354,  371, 372,383, 
388,  .395,  401,  402,  412,  418,  423, 434, 442, 
45.3,  467,  473,  495.  504.  500.  507,  516,  .534. 
540,  549,  553,  558,  503,  618,  622,  627,  639, 
645,  664, 680,  689,  698,  710,  716,  726,  744 


Wentworth,  John,  a  Representative  from  Illi- 
nois— Qontinued. 
resolutions  by,  55,  107,  149,  408,  443,  473,680 
remarks  on  the  death  of  Hon.  Samuel  McRob- 

eru 34 

remarks  on  the  Oregon  question 191 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  pay  of  the 

Army 477 

remarks  on  the  improvement  of  the  navigation 

of  the  western  waters 506,  563 

remarks  on  correction  of  a  misreprettntation, 

565 
Western  armory,  reference  of  the  report  of  the 

War  Department  in  regard  to  the 54 

Western  harbor  bill — see  Harbon  and  Rivtrt, 

mtatem. 
Western  waters,  improvement  of  the  navisation 

of. 49 

debate  on  the  reference  of  so  much  of  the  Pres- 
ident's message  as  relates  to  the  subject  of, 
126,  132,  138,  142,  146,  153,  158,  167, 171 
West  Point  Academy,  resolutions  of  Mr.  Hale 

to  abolish  the 309,  331 

resolution  of  Mr.  Seymour,  of  Connecticut,  to 

abolish  the 333 

Ijill  to  reduce  the  expenses  of. 633 

Wethered,  John,  a  Representative  from  Mary- 
land  310, 326,  481, 

497,  504,  515,  533,  533,  559,  572,  589,  610 

remarks  on  the  tariflfbill 585 

Wbeaton,  Horace,  a  Representative  from  New 

York 1, 3, 40, 103, 103, 238, 334, 354, 366 

White,  John,  a  Representative  from  Kentucky, 
1,  3,  4,  17.  18,  30,  37,  61,  102,  109, 
110,  136,  389.  390.  326,  339,  341  401, 
408,  409,  424,  4.50,  451,  452,  464,  407,  477, 
485,  491,  496,  .500,  501,  504,  507,  508,  514, 
515.  518,  520,  521,  522,  527,  528,  533,  534. 
535,  539,  543, 544,  545,  548,  557,  558,  562, 
563, 567,  577, 578,  579,  580,  583,  597,  598, 
607,  623, 637,  638,  652,  654,  056,  657,  6C0, 
670, 673, 674, 676, 683,  686,  689,  690,  709. 
710, 711, 734, 733,  735,  741,  743,  743,  747 

resolution  by 375 

remarks  on  the  Oregon  resolution 412 

remarks  in  relation  to  Mr.  Clay's  sentiments 

%n  the  subject  of  protection 451, 

453, 518,  519,  530 

remarks  on  the  Army  bill 533 

remarks  in  defense  of  Mr.  Clay  against  the 

charge  of  bargain  with  Mr.  Adams 577, 

578,  595,  596 

rencounter  with  Mr.  Rathbun 578 

remarks  on  the  subject  of  his  rencounter  with 

Mr.  Rathbun 578,  579, 500,  608,  609,  637 

rcportofsi-lect  committee  on  the  subject  of  the 

rencounter  with  Mr.  Rathbun 607,  636 

remarks  on  Mr.  Adams's  appeal  from  the  de- 
cision of  the  Chair  against  a  second  recon- 
sideration of  the  eastern  harbor  bill 734 

Wieklifle,C.  A.,  Postmaster  General,  communi- 
cation from 695 

Widows,  bill  to  renew  the  pensions  of  certain,  696 
Widows  of  revolutionary  officers  and  soldiers, 
bill  to  facilitate  proof  of  marriage  of.. 603, 663 
bill  to  amend  the  act  granting  half  pay  tn..I00, 
189,  663,  699,  747 
Wilkins,  William,  a  Representative  from  Penn- 
sylvania  1,3, 

51,  69,  71,  80,  144, 150,  178,  318,  239,390 

resolution  by 10] 

resignation  of. .303 

Williams,  Henry,  a  Representative  from  Massa- 
chusetts  1,  3,  225, 348,  345,  477 

resolution  by 309 

Winder,  William  Sidney,  presentation  by  the 
executors  of,  to  Congress,  of  the  camp  cheat      , 

of  General  Washington 557,  559 

Winthrop,   Robert  C,  a  Representative  from 

Massachusetts 1,  3, 

14,  18,34,  40,  41,53,  61,  68, 100,  101, 131, 
144, 148,  149, 170,  173,  182,  183,  188,  301, 
333,  334,  384,  335,  394, 393,  301,  302-,  311. 
312,  323,  325,  326,  332,  340,  351 ,  352, 357. 
358,  376,  382,  388,  395,  401,  409, 424, 435, 
445,  490,  490,  507,  522,528,  545,  557,  570, 
571,  601,  617,  622,  627,  637,  638,  664, 689, 
693, 710,  716,  718,  733,  736,  733,  735,  747 

resolution  by 100,  150 

resolution  against  the  annexation  of  Texas,  401 
resolution  to  furnish  books  to  the  members,  734 

remarks  on  the  Oregon  resolution 411 

Wisconsin,  bill  making  appropriations  to  defray 
the  expenses  of  the  Legislature  of. 4A) 
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Wisconsin — Continutd. 
bill  lo  authorize  the  President  to  issue  patents 
for    town    lots    in    the    town  *of  Mineral 

Point 436,480 

bill  supplemental  to  the  act  Tor  laying  off  the 
towns  of  Fort  Mndison  nnd  Burlington,  and 
the  towns  of  Belleview,  Dubuque,  Peru, 

&c 436,480 

bill  granting  to  the  county  of  Dubuque  certain 

Iota  of  ground .436,  480 

Wise,  Henry  A.,  a  Representative  from  Vir- 
ginia  1. 3,  4,  5,  12, 17,  18,  19,  21, 22,  25, 

26,  43,  47,  48, 49, 51, 52, 57, 60, 62,  G3. 64, 
69,  125,  141,  150,  153,  200,  203,  209, 214 

resolutions  by 49,  139 

resignation  of. 289 

Woodwai'd,  Joseph  A.,  a  Representative  from 
South  Carolina....!,  3, 302, 567, 681, 703, 745 

resolution  by 207,  444 

remarks  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 

Elections .....248 

Wright,  Joseph  A.,  a  Representative  from  Indi- 
ana  1,  4,71,  92,  123, 142, 148, 

150, 161, 171, 189,  209,  215,  242,  249,  279, 
291,302,304,344,  345,  353,  359,  364,  396, 
487,  507,  521,  523,  592,  626,  642,  717,  743 

resoluiioiis  by 106, 139,  207,  442 

remarks  on  the  reception  of  abolition  peti- 
tions  201 

remarks  on  the  tariflTbill ...571,  573,  574 

Wright,  William,  a  Representative  from  New 

Jersey...!,  3, 167, 279, 545, 565, 597,  603, 619 

Wyandotte  lands,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature 

of  Ohio  in  regard  to 237,  364 

y. 

yeas  and  nays — 

on  Mr.  Gilmer's  amendment  in  relation  to 
printing 19 

on  Mr.  Cave  Johnson's  amendment  of 'the 
rules 4 

on  Mr.  Dickey's  amendment  in  relation  to 
printing 20 

on  Mr.  Barnard's  motion  to  insert  his  protest 
on  the  Journal 24 

on  the  motion  to  lay  the  protest  on  the  table*...25 

on  the  motion  to  strike  the  protest  irom  the 
Journal 27 

on  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  the  proposi- 
tion to  print  the  President's  message  in  Ger- 
man  43,  i4,  45 

on  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  to  receive 
Mr.  Rhett's  resolution 45 

on  Mr.  G.  Davis's  resolution  in  relation  to  cer- 
tain elections 56 

on  laying  Mr.  Barnard''8  resolution  and  protest 
onthetable 56 

on  the  question  of  reading  Mr.  Adams's  aboli- 
tion petition 57 

on  laying  Mr.  Adams's  abolition  petition  on  the 
table 63 

on  allowing  Mr.  Adams  to  proceed  with  his 
remarks 66 

on  the  motion  to  allow  Mr.  Giddingstospcak.. 68 

on  the  motion  lo  lay  the  Massachusetts  resolu- 
tions on  the  table ^SS 

on  Mr.  Burke's  resolution  for  the  election  of 
postmaster 76 

on  suspending  the  rules  to  lake  up  the  bill  to 
refund  General  Jackson's  fine 89,  94 

on  lajring  on  the  table  the  motion  to  distribute 
copies  of  the  Compendium  of  the  Sixth  Cen- 
sus  , 100 

on  Mr.  Rhett's  resolution  in  relation  to  the 
tariff. 101 

on  laying  on  the  table  the  resolution  to  appoint 
Mr  J.  McCormick  postmaster 101 

on  Mr.  E.  J.  Black's  tariff  resolution 102 

on  Mr.  Duncan's  resolution  in  relation  to  the 
independent  treasury 102 

on  Mr.  McDowell's  resolution  in  relation  to 
the  tariff. 105 

on  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  the  rules 109,  110 

on  the  resolution  to  terminate  debate  on  the  bill 

to  refund  General  Jackson's  fine 106, 120 

,  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  to  refund  General 
Jackson's  fine „ 123 

on  the  motion  to  lay  Mr.  Adams's  appeal  on 
the  table 126 

on  the  motion  to  lay  Mr.  Campbell 's  report  in  re- 
lation to  an  abolition  petition  on.the  table,  136 

on  the  adoption  of  Mr.  Campbell's  report  in 
relation  to  same 137 


Yeas  and  nays — Continutil. 

on  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  to  allow 
Mr.  Giddings  to  speak 144 

on  reconsidering  the  resolution  in  relation  to 
snag  boats  on  the  Mississippi 159 

on  Mr.  C.  Johnson's  amendment  to  the  reso- 
lution in  relation  to  snag-boat^ 161 

on  tho«reception  of  an  nbolilion  petition. ...178 

on  Mr.  McKay's  resolution  fixing  the  price  of 
printing 207 

on  the  bill  authorizing  the  transfer  of  naval 
appropriations 224 

on  postponing  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
rules 229 

on  laying  the  question  of  reception  on  the 
table 233 

on  laying  an  abolition  petition  on  the  table,  233 

on  the  question  of  reception  of  Masgachuselta 
resolutions  to  amend  the  Constitution. ...234 

on  the  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair  on 
the  general  ticket  election  case 241 

on  discharging  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
from  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions  241 

on  ordering  the  main  question  on  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Elections  on  the  general 
ticket  elections 284 

on  Mr.  Dromgoolc's  amendment  to  the  report 
of  the  Committee  of  Elections 285 

on  concurring  in  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Elections 285,289 

on  Mr.  Dromgoole's  resolution  in  relation  to 
certain  elections '. 290 

on  the  molion  to  lay  the  Rhode  Island  memo- 
rial on  the  table 302 

on  ordering  the  main  question  on  the  reference 
of  the  Rhode  Island  memorial 302 

on  receiving  Mr.  Henley's  resolution  of  ad- 
journment   317 

on  laying  the  resolution  of  adjournment  on  the 
table .....323 

on  suspending  the  rules  to  proceed  with  the 
orders  of  the  day 326 

on  the  motion  to  lay  the  report  on  the  rules  on 
the  table ^6 

on  the  m<>tion  to  postpone  the  further  consid' 
eration  of  the  report  on  ihc  rules.. ._ 327 

oivlayin' Mr.  Hale's  resolution  to  nboliat.  the 
West  Point  Academy  on  the  table 331 

on  the  motion  to  lay  Mr.  Reding's  temperance 
resolution  on  Ihc  table 331 

on  Mr.  Reding's  temperance  resolution 331 

on  ordering  the  main  question  on  Mr.  Holmes's 
resolution  on  the  subject  of  abolition  peti- 
tions  ..332 

on  Mr.  Bclser'a  anti-tariff  and  ai^i-abolition 
resolutions. 333,334 

on  the  motion  to  lay,the  report  on  the  rules  on 
the  table 340 

on  Mr.  Cave  Jolin3on'*s  amendment  to  the  re- 
port on  the  ruleH .._. 341 

onthe23drule,cxcluding'nbolitionpetiiions,34! 

on  the  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  agreeing 
to  Mr.  Dromgoole's  amendment  to  the  report 
on  the  rules 343 

on  Mr.  R.  Chapman's  motion  to  lay  the  whole 
subject  of  the  report  on  the  rules  on  the 
table 343 

on  laying  the  motion  to  reconsider  foregoing 
vote  on  the  table 344 

on  the  motion  to  lay  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Accounts  on  the  table 350 

on  laying  Ihe  Pennsylvania  avenue  bill  on  the 
table 35! 

on  layiitg  on  the  table  the  resolution  in  relation 
to  pages  and  messengers 356 

on  suspending  the  rules  to  admit  a  motion  to 
print  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  on  the  tariff. 373 

on  the  resolution  fixing  the  daily  hour  of  meet- 
ing at  eleven  o'clock 374 

on  laying  Mr.  Edward  J.  Black's  anti-abolition 
resolution  on  the  table 375 

on  Mr.  Cave  Johnson's  amendment  to  the 
rules 376 

on  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  to  admit 
Mr.  Schenck's  resolution 375 

on  hiyin^  on  the  table  the  motion  to  susijend 
the  printing  of  the  tariff  report 375 

on  the  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  ordering 
the  printing  of  extra  copies  of  the  tariff  re- 
port  382 

on  the  motion  to  lay  the  bill  to  repeal  the  dis- 
tribution act  on  the  table 388 


yeas  and  nays — Conlinunt. 

on  the  engrossment  of  the  bill  to  repeal  the  dis- 
tribution act .....388 

on  the  passage  of  the  bill  to  repeal  the  distribu- 
tion act 390 

on  the  motron  to  lay  the  indefiendent Treasury 
bill  on  the  table 390 

on  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  to  admit 
Mr.  Hardin's  resolution 394 

on.  the  resolution  to  terminate  debate  on  the 
Military  Academy  bill 400 

on  the  motion  to  go  into  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  Military  Academy  bill 400 

on  amendments  to  the  Military  Academy  bill, 

401 

on  the  passage  of  the  Military  Academy  bill, 

401 

on  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  to  admit 
Mr.  Winthrop's  anti-Texa*  resolution. ..40!  -^ 

on  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  to  admit 
Mr.  Adams's  resolution  on  the  subject  of 
Rhode  Island  affairs 403 

on  suspending  the  rules  loadmitMr.  Hubard's 
resolution  on  exchanges,  currency,  &C...423 

on  the  resolution  of  the  select  committee  on  the 
Rhode  Island  memorial 428 

on  the  resolution  to  print  fifteen  thousand  cop- 
ies of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means .' 434 

on  Mr.  G.  Davis's  resolution  to  amend  the 
rules 434 

on  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  the  report  of 
the  select  committee  on  the  Virginia  and  Al- 
abama resolutions 435 

on  adopting  the  report  of  the  select  committee 
on  the  Virginia  and  Alabama  rcsoluiions..435 

on  laying  on  the  table  Mr.  Hughes's  resolution 
in  relation  to  Oregon  and  Texas 443  '' 

on  Mr.  Lewis's  reciprocity  resolution 444 

on  Mr.  Clinton's  resolution  in  relation  to  the 
arrest  of  Lieutenant  Bragg 457 

on  Mr  McKay's  resolution  fixing  on  a  day  for 
the  consideration  of  the  tariff  bill 465 

on  suspi'iidin;  the  ruli>s  to  lake  up  the  resolu- 
tion for  adjournment 472 

on  the  motion  to  print  ten  thousand  copies  of 
the  Treasury  note  report 472 

on  Ihe  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  to  admit 
Mr.  E.  J.  Morris's  resolution 476 

on  agreeing  to  the  majority  report  on  the  Mas- 
sachusetts resolutions 490 

on  rejecting  the  bill  to  authorize  the  sale  of  cer- 
tain reserved  lend  mines 49! 

on  Ihe  passage  of  the  bill  regulating  the  pay  of 
the  Army 495 

on  printing  Ihe  reports  on  the  Massachuscila 
resolutions 496 

on  postponing  the  joint  resolution  for  the  ad- 
journment of  Congress 496 

on  the  motion  to  go  into  Committee  of  ihe 
Whole  to  lake  up  the  tariff  bill 513 

on  Mr.  Dromgoole's  molion  to  go  into  Com- 
mittee of  th«  Whole  on  the  tariff  bill 521 

on  Mr.  J.  R.  Ingersoll's  motion  to  suspend  the 
rules  10  admit  a  resolution  to  postpone  the 
tariff  bill  until  December  next 52! 

on  Mr.  Dromgoole's  amendment  to  Mr.  J.  R. 
Ingersoll's  resolution  521 

on  Mr.  J.  R.  IngersoU's  resolution  topustpoiio 
the  tariff  until  December,  &c 531 

on  Mr.  McKay's  resolution  fixing  on  a  day 
for  the  consideration  of  the  tariff. SSH 

on  Mr.  McKay's  motion  to  go  into  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  tariff. 538 

on  Mr.  Duncan's  molion  lo  take  up  the  bill  fix- 
ing the  time  for  hoidiiig  the  presidential  elec- 
tion  540 

on  amendments  to  the  western  harbor  bill, 553, 

557 

on  rejecting  the  western  harbor  bill 558 

on  laying  on  the  table  the  resolution  to  print 
the  report  in  lite  case  of  Ihe  Amistad 5^ 

on  reconsidering  the  vote  rejecting  the  western 
harbor  bill ^ 562 

on  discharging  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
from  certain  memorials 565 

on  suspending  the  rules  to  take  up  the  western 
harbor  bill 56C 

on  the  engrossment  of  western  harbor  bill,  567 

on  the  passage  of  the  western  harbor  bill. ..568 

on  the  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  parsing 
the  western  harbor  bill.; 569 

on  the  motion  lo  suspend  the  rules  to  take  up 
the  eastcin  harbor  bill ....569 
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Yeas  and  nays — Canlinutd. 

on  eoine  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
tiie  tariff  bill 569 

on  the  resolution  to  terminate  debate  on  the 
tariffbill 58£ 

on  going  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to 
tokc  up  the  tariffbill 587 

on  Mr.  Lewis's  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  to 
admit  his  resolution  calling  for  certain  corre- 
spondence with  the  Court  of  Madrid 591 

on  printing  the  report  of  the  select  committee 
on  the  rencounter  between  Messrs.  Whiteand 
Rathbun 610 

on  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  to  admit 
Mr.  Weller's  resolution  to  extend  the  time 
for  debate  on  the  tariff. 616 

on  the  motion  to  lay  Mr.  Barnard's  resolution 
on  the  table  to  extend  the  time  for  debate  on 
the  tariff. 617 

on  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  to  ^o  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  tariff  bill, 

617 

on  laying  the  tariffbill  on  the  table 622 

on  the  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  laying  the 
tariffbill  on  the  table 622 

on  a  motion  to  adjourn 622 

on  the  motion  to  postpone  the  question  of  re- 
consideration   622 

on  laying  on  the  table  the  resolution  of  adjourn- 
ment  636 


Yeas  and  nays — Continued. 
on  amending  the  resolution  for  the  adjournment 

of  Congress 636 

on  the  passage  of  the  bill  fixing  the  time  for 

holdine  the  presidential  elections 635 

on  amendments  to  the  eastern  harbor  bill. ..640 
on  engrossment  of  the  eastern  harbor  bill.. .640 
on  the  passage  of  the  eastern  harbor  bill. ...640 
on  the  resolution  to  terminate  debati  on  the 

Navy  bill 651 

on  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  to  receive 
certain  resolutions  from  citizens  of  the  State 

of  Qeorgia  on  the  subject  of  Texas 659^ 

on  amendments  to  the  Post  Office  appropria- 
tion bill 658 

on  a  motion  for  a  call  of  the  House 660 

on  Mr.  Duncan's  motion  to  go  into  Committee 

of  the  Whole  on  the  Oregon  bill 661,  664 

on  taking  up  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 

Elections ._. .674 

on  suspending  the  rules  to  go  into  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  Louisiana  land  claims 

bill, 675 

on  amend  mentsto  general  appropriation  bil  1 ,  690 

on  adopting  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 

Elections  in  the  case '  of  Messrs.  Jones  and 

Bolts 693 

on  Mr.  J.  P.  Kennedy's  motion  to  lay  the 
President's  message  in  relation  to  Texas  on 
the  table 7094 


Yeas  and  nays — Continued. 

on  suspending  the  rules  to  admit  Mr.  Wellrr's 
motion  to  print  extra  copies  of  the  Texns 
message „..710 

on  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  to  admit 
Mr.  Adams's  anti-Texas  resolution..'.. ...710 

on  the  eastern  harbor  bill,  returned  with  the 
President's  veto 711 

on  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  Mr.  Hop- 
kins's resolution  to  pay  the  funeral  expenses 
of  the  Princeton  victims 716 

on  adopting  the  above  resolution 716 

on  sustaining  the  decision  of  the  Speaker  against 
the  motion  for'a  second  reconsideration  of 
the  eastern  harbor  bill  after  the  President's 
veto 785 

on  Mr.  C.Johnson's  motion  to  lay  on  the  table 
Mr.  Winthrop's  resolution  to  furnish  books 
to  the  members 735 

on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  reported  from 
the  Committee  of  Elections  on  the  subject  of 
a  United  States  bank 741 

on  Mr.  Houston's  resolution  limiting  the  price 
of  the  books  purchased  for  members 741 

on  laying  on  the  table  the  resolution  to  term- 
inatedebate  on  the  Cumberland  road  bill... 743 

on  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  to  go  into 

Committee  of  the  Whole 744 

Yost,  Jacob  S.,  a  Representative  from  Pennsyl- 
v»nia 1,  3,  281,  291 
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The  following  is  a  list  of  the  members  of  the 
Tweniy-Eishih  Congress,  as  far  as  they  have 
been  elected.  The  terms  of  all  the  members  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  expire  on  the  3il 
of  March,  1845,  and  those  of  the  members  of  the 
Senate  on  the  3d  of  March  in  the  year  which  we 
have  placed  immediately  after  their  names,  re- 
spectively. 

The  names  of  the  Democratic  members  are  in 
plain  ronian  letters,  the  Whigs  in  italiet,  and  the 
Tyler  man  (Mr.  Wi>e)  in  small  CAriTAL*. 


SENATE. 


MAINE. 

fnhn  Fairfield IS^.S 

Ueorgefsan* 1817 

NCW  HAMPSUIUE. 

Levi  Woodbury 1 847 

ClUKles  O.  Atherton. . . .  I84S 

VERMONT. 

SmluelPktlia l&tS 

truticm  C.  Upham  ....1849 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

RH/uiCAaate 1645 

UaacC.Bata 1847 

RHODE  ISLAND. 
IftUum  SpragM 1845 


JamaF.  ShnmMa.. 


.1847 


MARYLAND. 
Vrmiam  D.  lltrridt  . . .  184S 
[Vacancy.] 

VIRGINIA.  ' 

WUIiam  C.  Rive* 1845 

rnUimn  S.  Jlrclker. ....  1847 

NORTH  CAROLINA. 

mufe  P.  tfongum 1847 

W.  H.  Haywood,  Jr....l849 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

Daniel  E.  Uuger 1847 

George  McDulfie 1849 

GEORGIA. 

JaAn  Jf.  Berrien. 1847 

Walter  T.  Colquitt. ....  1849 

ALABAMA. 

William  R.  King 1847 

Arthur  P.  Bagby 1848 

MISSISSIPPI. 

John  Hnderum 1845 

Robert  J.  Walker 1847 

LOUISIANA. 

wfiennder  Barrow 1847 

,<{<Miid<r  Porier 1849 


covNEcrrcnr. 

J.  ir.  Huntitigton 1845 

JolinM.  Niles 1849 

NEW  YORK. 
K.  P.  TMmadte..:...^l9*i 

SUsa  Weight 1849 

NEW  JERSEY. 

IT.  X,.  Atyton 1845 

Jacob  W.  itaitt 1847 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

D.W.Sturgeon 1845 

James  Buchanan 1849 

DELAWARE. 

R.  U.  Bayari 1845 

TAoaws  Claylon 1847 

TENNESSEE. 

E.H.  Faster 1845 

Speiutr  Janagan 1847 

KENTUCKY. 

JaAn  T.  Morthead 1847 

JoknJ.CriUmdm....  1849 

OHIO. 

Benjamin  Tappan 1845 

WUIianr  Allen 1849 

INDIANA. 

^B«r«S.  fVkUe 1845 

Edward  A.  IIannegaa..l849 

ILLINOIS. 

James  Semple 1847 

Sidney  Breese 1649 

MISSOURI. 

T.  H.  Benton 1845 

U.R.  Atchison 1849 

ARKANSAS. 

William  S.  Fulton 1847 

A.  U.  Sevier 1849 

MICHIGAN. 

.^.S.  Porter .^...1845 

fr.  WootMit* 1647 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 

MAINa 


1.  JMboa  Hcfriek, 
9.  Eobeit  P.  Dunlap, 

3.  XnUer  SeeeroiKe, 

4.  (Vaemey,] 

1 


Bit. 

5.  [Vacancy,] 

6.  Hannibal  Hamlin, 

7.  [Vacancy.] 


MASSACHUSETTS. 
I.  Rater!  C.  WMknf,        6.  [Vacancy,] 
a.  DowM  P.  iCia;, 

3.  [Vacancy,] 

4.  William  Parmenter, 

5.  Ctarles  OidKn, 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 
Edmund  Burke,  Jnlin  P.  Hale, 

John  R.  Reding,  Moses  Norrts,  Jr. 

RHODE  ISLAND. 
1.  H<«ry  F.  Crnufon,  a.  EUAii  R.  PoUer. 


7.  [Vacancy,] 

8.  JoAn  Qitfiscy  •4daais, 

9.  Henry  Williams, 
10.  JsiepA  SrinneU. 


CONNECTICUT. 
Thomas  H.  Seymour,        3.  jBeorge  S.  Cnllln, 
Jolin  Stewart,  4.  Samuel  Simons. 

VERMONT. 

Salomon  Foot,  3.  Oeorge  P.  Main, 

Jacob  CoUamer,  4.  Paul  Dillingliam,  jr. 

NEW  YORK. 

Selah  B.  Strong,  18.  Preston  King, 

Henry  C.  Murphy,  19.  Orville  Hungerlbrd, 

J.  Philipt  PAonix,  30.  Samuel  Beardsley, 

William  B.  Maclay,  ^I.  J.  E.  Cary, 

Moses  O.  Leonard,-  23.  8.  M.  Purdy, 

HamUton  Fiik,  33.  Orville  Robinson, 

Joseph  H.  Anderson,  34.  nurace  Wheaton, 

R.  O.  Davis,  SS.  George  Ratbbun, 

James  G.  Clinton,  36.  Amasa  Dana, 

Jeremiah  Russell,  S7.  Byrani  Green, 

Zadock  Prall,  38.  rAamas  J.  Paltenon, 

David  L.  Seymour,  39.  CkHrln  H.  Carroll, 

Danitl  U.  Barnard,  30.  Will|fim  S.  Ilubbell, 

IVatUm  G.  Hunter,  31.  ..4iAer  TVler, 

Lemuel  Stetson,  33.  IKiUlina  .4.  Monlty, 

Chesseldrn  Ellis,  33.  JiUert  SmUk, 

Charles  B.  Benton,  34.  WusAiiigfoa  Hmit. 

NEW  JERSEY. 
Lucius  d.  C.  Elmer,  4.  LItilelon  Kirlipatriek, 

Oeorge  Sykes,  &  WiUiam  fTrigU. 

IsaactS.  Fariee, 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Eiward  Joy  Morrii,  13.  Henry  Prick, 

Jottfk  R.  IngeraoU,  14.  Alexander  Rwncay, 

John  T.  Smith,  15.  Henri/  Ka, 

Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  IS.  Junes  Black, 

Jacob  S.  Yoal,  17.  James  Irein, 

MickacI  H.  Jenki,  18.  Jliulrew  Sttioarl, 


^brpkam  R.  Mclloaine,  19.  Henry  D.  Faster, 
Jertmtak  Broum,  30.  JoAh  Dickey, 

Jolin  Riiter,  91 .  William  Wilkins, 

Richard  Btodhead,  Jr.,     S3.  Samuel  Hays, 
Benjamin  A.  Bidlaek,     23.  Ckarla  U.  Rud, 
Almon  H.  Read,  34.  JassjtA  Bi^gloit. 

DELAWARE. 
George  B.  Rodney. 

MARYLAND. 
Not  elected. 

VIRGINIA. 
1.  Archibald  Atkinson,  9.  Samuel  CAiUm, 

3.  Oeorge  C.  Dromfoole, 
3.  Walter  Coles, 


10.  William  F.  Lucas, 

11.  William  Taylor, 
19.  A.  A.  Chapman, 

13.  George  W.  Hopkins, 

14.  George  IT.  Suatmcrs, 

15.  Lewis  Steenrod. 
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7.  John  R.  J.  Daniel, 

8.  Archibald  H.  Arrin|ton, 

9.  Kenneth  Rayntr, 


4.  Edmund  Hubard, 

5.  Thomas  W.  Gilmer, 

6.  John  W.  Jones, 

7.  HaxRT  A.  Wise, 
6.  WUtougkby  Newton, 

NORTH  CAROLINA. 
1 .  TAoAos  L.  Clingmjn,       6.  James  J.  McKay, 
9.  Daniel  M.  Barringer, 

3.  David  8.  Reid, 

4.  £dmimd  Deberry, 

5.  Romulus  M.  Saunders, 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 
1.  James  A.  Black,  5.  Artemus  Burt, 

9.  Richard  F.  Simpson,  6.  Isaac  E.  Holmes, 

3.  Joseph  A.  Woodward,      7.  R.  Barnwell  EbetU 

4.  John  Campbell, 

GEORGIA, 
E.  J.  Black,  William  H.  SUIes, 

H.  A.  Haralson,  Alexander  H.  Slephat. 

1.  H.  Lumpkin,  Jl.  H.  CkaypeU, 

Howell  Cobb,  (One  vacancy.) 


KENTUCKY. 


I.  Linn  Boyd, 
9.  fTillis  Creen, 

3.  Henry  OrUer, 

4.  George  A.  Caldwell, 

5.  Jimes  Stone, 


8.  JoAn  IFAtfe, 

7.  WiUiam  P.  Thompnrt, 

8.  Catret  Davis, 

9.  Richard  French, 
10.  J.  W.  Tibbatt*. 


Andrew  Johnson, 
IKilUam  T.  Senter, 
Julias  W.  Blaekwett, 
Alvan  Cullom, 
Oeorge  W.  Jones, 
Aaron  V.  Brown, 

Alexander  Duncan, 
John  B.  Weller,    " 
Robert  C.  ScAeacA, 
Joseph  Vance, 
Emery  D.  Potter, 
Joseph  J.  McDowell, 
JbAn  /.  yanmeter, 
Bliai  Florence, 
Heman  A.  Moore, 
Jacob  Brinkerhoir, 


TENNESSEE. 


7.  DaM  W.  Dicktneon, 

8.  Jomss  H.  Peyton, 
8.  Cave  Johnson, 

10.  John  B.  Jlihe, 

11.  MUUn  Brown. 

OHIO. 

13.  Samuel  f.  fTnton, 

13.  Perlcy  B.  JoAnson, 

14.  Alexander  Harfer, 

15.  Joseph  Morris, 

16.  James  Mathews, 

17.  William  C.  McCaosleo, 

18.  Ezra  Dean, 
19.'  Daniel  R.  Titden, 

90.  JbsAiia  R.  GUiingi, 

91.  H.  R.  Biinkerhoir. 


LOUISIANA. 
I.  John  Blidcll,  3.  John  B.  Dawson, 

9.  Alcee  Labrancbe,  4.  P.  E.  Bossier. 

INDIANA. 
1.  Robert  Dale  Owen,  6.  John  W.  Davis, 


9.  Thomas  J.  Henley, 

3.  Thomas  Smith, 

4.  Caleb  B.  SmUh, 

5.  WUIiam  J.  Brown, 


7.  Joseph  A.  Wriftlt, 
6.  John  Pellit, 
9.  Samuel  C.  Sample, 
10.  Andrew  Kennedy, 
ILLINOIS. 
1.  Robert  Smith,  5.  Stephen  A.  Douglas, 

3.  John  A.  McClemand,       6.  Joseph  P.  Hnge, 

3.  Orlando  B.  Fieklin,  7.  J.  J.  Hardin. 

4.  John  Wentwottb, 

ALABAMA. 
1.  James  Detlet,  5.  George  S.  Houston, 

9.  James  E.  Belser,  6.  Reuben  Chapman, 

3.  Dixon  H.  Lewis,  7.  Felix  O.  MeUanneH. 

4.  WiUiam  W.  Payne, 

MISSISSIPPL 
William  H.  Ilammett,  Jacob  Thompson, 

Robea  W.  Roberu,  Tilgbman  M.  Tucker. 

MISSOURI. 
James  M.  Hughes,  James  B.  Bowlin, 

James  H.  Rclfc,  John  Jameson. 

Gustavus  B.  Bower, 

ARKANSAS. 
Edward  Cross. 
MICHIGAN. 
I.  Robert  MeClelltDd,         3.  James  B.  Hont 
9.  Lucius  Lyon. 

FLORIDA.  IOWA. 

David  Levy.  '   Augustas  C.  Dodfs. 

WISCONSIN. 
Henry  Dodge. 

TWENTY-EIGHTH  CONGRESS. 

FIRST  SESSION. 


IN  SENATE. 
MoNDAT,  Dtetaber  4, 1843. 

This  bein^  the  day  fixed  by  the  Conttitation 
for  the  meeting  of  the  first  session  of  the  Twenty- 
Eighth  Congress,  the  Senate  met,  and  was  called 
to  order  at  twelve  o'clock,  by  Mr.  Mamodii, 
President. 

The  folio  wing  Senators  appeared  in  their  aeats: 

^om  JIfaitie — Mr.  Evans  and  Mr.  Fairfield. 

,V<u  HompiAire— Mr.  Woodbury  and  Mr.  Ath- 
erton. 

rermont — Mr.  Phelps  and  Mr.  Upham. 

MaaioehvMUt — Mr.  Bates. 

Ktode  Island — Mr.  Spra^e. 

Cenneclieui — Mr.  Huntington. 

Mw  York— Mr.  Wright  and  Mr.  Tallmadge. 

JVeu)  Jeruy — Mr.  Dayton  and  Mr.  Miller. 

i>e»fuyii)anta— Mr.  Sturgeon  and  Mr.  Buch- 
anan. 

Delmean — Mr.  Clayton. 

MaryUmd — Mr.  Merrick. 

Virginia — Mr.  Rives  and  Mr.  Archer. 

^f'arth  Carolina— Mr.  Mangum  and  Mr.  Hay- 
wood. 

Geoi^gta — Mr.  Colquitt. 

•dlatoiiM— Mr.  King. 
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Tennessee — Mr.  Jarnagan  and  Mr.  Foster. 

Kenluebi — Mr.  Morehead  and  Mr.  Crittenden. 

Ohio — ^ir.  Tappan  and  Mr.  Allen. 

Indiana — Mr.  White  and  Mr.  Hanne^n.- 

iUinow — Mr.  Semple  arid  Mr.  Breese. 

Missouri — Mr,  Benton  and  Mr.  Atchison. 

Arkansas — Mr.  Fulton. 

The  PRESIDENT  presented  to  tVic  Senate  the 
credentials  of  Hon.  Charles  O.  Atherton, 
elected  by  the  Legislature  of  New  Harnpsbire  a 
Senator  fron}  that  Slate  for  six  year*  from  the 
4thof  March  last.    He  was  qualified. 

Also,  the  credentials  of  Hon.  Sidnkt  Buebse, 
elected  by  the  Legislature  of  Illinois  a  Senator 
from  that  State  for  six  years  from  the  4th  of 
March  last.    He  was  qualified.. 

Also,  the  credentials  of  Hon.  James  Bucham- 
AN,  elected  by  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  a 
Senator  from  that  State  for  six  years  from  the 
4lh  of  March  last.     He  was  qualified. 

Also,  the  credentials  of  Hon.  Jobk  J.  Crit- 
TENDEK,  elected  by  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky 
a  Senator  from  that  State  for  six  years  from  the 
4th  of  March  last.    He  was  qualified. 

Also,  the  credentials  of  Hon.  W.  H.  Hat- 
wood,  jr.,  elected  by  the  Legislature  of  North 
Carolina  a  Senator  from  that  Slate  for  six  years 
from  the  4th  of  March  last.     He  was  qualified. 

Also,  the  credentials  of  Hon.  Silas  Wright, 
jr.,  elected  by  the  Legislature  of  New  York  a 
Senator  from  that  State  for  six  years  from  the 
4th  of  March  last.     He  was  qualified. 

Mr.  EVANS  presented  the  credentials  of  Hon. 
John  FAiRriELD,  elected  by  the  Le?ialature  of 
Maine  to  fill  the  Tacancy  occasioned  by  the  res- 
ignation of  Hon.  Rdel  Williaus.  He  was  qual- 
ified. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  presented  the  credentials 
of  Hon  Efhraim  H.  Foster,  elected  by  the  Le- 
gislature of  Tennessee  a  Senator  from  that  State 
from  the  4thof  March,  1843,  to  the  4th  of  March, 
1845,  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death 
of  Hon.  Felix  Qrundt.      He  was  qualified. 

Also,  the  credentials  of  Hon.  Spencer  Jarna- 
OAN,  elected  by  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee  a 
Senator  from  that  Stale  for  six  years  from  tHe 
4th  of  March,  1841.     He  was  qualified. 

Mr.  KING  presented  the  credentials  of  Hon. 
Walter  T.  Colquitt,  elected  by  the  Legislature 
of  Georgia  a  Senator  from  that  State  for  six  years 
from  the  4th  of  March  last.     He  was  qualified. 

Mr.  BENTON  presented  the  certificate  of  Hon. 
David  R.  Atchison,  appointed  by  the  Governor 
of  the  State  of  Missouri  a  Senator  from  that  State 
to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of 
Hon.  Lewis  F.  Linn.    He  was  qualified. 

Mr.  BENTON  presented  the  certificate  of  Hon. 
James  Semple,  appointed  by  the  Governnrof  Il- 
linois a  Senator  from  thatSiate  Ip  fill  the  vacancy 
occasioned  by  the  death  of  Hon.  Samuel  McRob- 
erts.     He  was  qualified. 

Mr.  PH  ELPS  presented  the  credentials  of  Hon. 
William  Upham,  elected  by  the  Legislature  of 
the  Stale  of  Vermont  a  Senator  from  that  State 
for  six  years  from  the  4lh  of  March  last.  He  was 
qualified. 

Mr.  WHITE  presented  the  credentials  of  Hon. 
Edward  A.  Hanneoan,  elected  by  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Indiana  a  Senator  from  that  Slate  for  six 
yearafrom  the  4lh  of  March  last.  He  wasqualified. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  it  was 

Orttered^  That  thp  Sccretitry  acquaint  the  House  that  a 
quorum  of  ihe  Senate  titid  tu-ierobled,  and  that  the  Senate 
was  ready  lo  pruceRd  to  businetis. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BATES,  it  was 
Retolvei,  That  eacb  Senator  be  fUmislied  diirjnf  the  pres- 
ent sesaton  with  three  such  newspapers  as  be  may  choose 
from  any  ofUio  dtates,  provideil  they  are  furnished  at  the 
usual  rates;  and  that  (f  any  Senators  shnuld  desire  ollter 
than  daily  papers,  they  be  furnished  with  ihcm  to  an  amount 
liot  to  eicced  the  price  of  three  daily  papers. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  Uie  daily  hour  for  the  meeting  of  the  Sen- 
ate should  be  twelve  o'clock,  until  otherwise  ordered. 

The  CHAIR  having  stated  that  he  had  been 
informed  by  the  Secretary  that  the  House  was 
not  yet  organized. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PHELPS,  the  Senate  ad- 
journed.       

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monday,  December  4,  1843. 
The  House  of  Representatives  was  called  to 
order  precisely  at  twelve  o'clock,  by  Matthew 


St.  Clair  Clarke,  their  Clerk,  who  stated  to 
the  House  that  he  would  proceed  to  the  call  of 
the  roll  of  the  members,  for  the  purpose  of  ascer- 
taining whether  a  quorum  yian  present. 

The  members  from  Maine  having  been  called, 

Mr.  Burke,  of  New  Hampshire,  the  first  mem- 
ber called  from  that  Slate,  having  answered  to  his. 
names— 

*Mr.  CAMPBELL  observed  that,  before  the 
Clerk  proceeded  to  the  call  of  the  members  from 
New  Hampshire,  he  would,  with  their  permis- 
sion, take  the  liberty  of  directing  their  attention  to 
the  second  section  of  the  appprtionment  act,  and 
would  respectfully  inquire  of  them  whether  they 
had  been  elected  in  conformity  with  the  provis- 
ions of  that  act. 

[Cries  of  "Order !""  Proceed  with  the  call!"] 

The  CLERK  stated  that  he  had  in  his  posses- 
sion a  certificate  from  Mr.  Burke,  setting  forth 
that  he  had  been  elected  a  member  from  New 
Hampshire. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  said  that  he  had  most  re- 
spectful^ called  on  the  members  from  New  Hamp- 
shire themselves.  They  had  not  thought  proper 
to  answer  his  inquiry;  and  he  would  not,  there- 
fore, further  delay  the  proceedings  of  the  House 
than  to  express  the  hope  that  the  members  elect 
to  this  House  would  meet  this  perplexing  and 
painful  question  in  a  spirit  of  moderation,  and 
with  a  determination  to  suppojrt  the  laws  and  the 
Constitution  of  the  country,  without  respect  to 
party  or  personal  considerations.  Without  de- 
signing that  the  members  elect  to  the  House 
shoultTact  on  this  subject  in  its  present  unorgan- 
ized state,  he  would  present  a  resolution,  for  the 
purpose  of  showing  the  proper  mode  of  proceed- 
ing in  regard  to  it,  when  the  proper  time  arrived. 
Mr.  C.  havine  handed  up  a  written  paper, 

The'CLERK  s'tated  that  he  did  not  consider 
that  he  had  any  right  to  read  the  paper,  or  to  put 
any  question  in  regard  to  it. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  observed  that  he  did  not  de- 
sire to  put  any  question  in  regard  to  the  resolu- 
tion, in  th«  present  state  of  the  House;  he  merely 
wished  to  have  it  read  for  the  information  of  the 
House.  * 

Several  members  having  objected  to  the  reading 
of  the  paper,  while  cries  were  heard  for  proceed- 
ing with  the  call, 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  remarked  that  there 
was  no  doubt  but  that  the  question  would  be  met 
by  the  House  with  a  proper  spirit,  and  that  it 
would  be  decided  with  justice  and  propriety.  He 
would  suggest,  however,  to  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  himself,  that  this  resolution,  and 
the  mode  in  which  he  otTered  it,  were  not  in  that 
proper  spirit  which  he  himself  had  invoked. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  then  directed  the  Clerk  to 
send  him  the  resolution,  observing  that  he  would 
read  it  himself,  which,  as  a  memberofihe  House, 
he  had  a  right  to  do. 

[Cries  of  "  W-e  don't  know  that!"  "Go  on 
with  the  call!'*) 

The  CLERK  referred  to  some  precedent  estab- 
lished at  thecommencement  of  last  Congress,  and 
stated  that  he  considered  it  his  duty  to  receive 
any  paper  offered,  but  not  to  put  any  question  in 
regard  to  it. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  observed  that  if  there  was 
anything  in  the  precedents  of  the  last  Congress 
binding  on  this,  he  held  in  his  hand  the  Journals 
of  the  Twenty-Sixth  Congress,  in  which  a  pre- 
cedent would  be  found  directly  bearing  on  the 
present  case.  He  would  now  read  bis  resdulion, 
merely  to  show  that  he  did  not  contemplate  or 
expect  any  action  on  his  resolution,  in  the  pres- 
ent unorganized  state  of  the  House,  except  by 
4he  general  consent  of  the  members  elect,  which, 
it  was  evident,  could  not  be  obtained;  but  that 
lie  wished  to  read  it,  if  fur  no  other  purpose,  at 
least  to  indicate  to  the  country  the  course  which, 
under  the  circumstances,  he  thought  was  best  to 
be  pursued. 

The  reading  being  still  objected  to  by  several, 
Mr.  C.  did  not  press  the  subject  further. 

[The  following  is  the  paper  offered  by  Mr. 
Campbell: 

Raolned,  That  the  Representatives  elect  of  the  Congress 
of  Ihe  ITnlled  States  now  nsscmblcd,  by  general  ronnent 
will  proceed,  thrniigh  the  acting  Clerk,  to  call  the  naniex  of 
gcntlenirn  whose  nights  to  seats  are  not  disputed  lor  want 
of  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  an  act  entitled  "  .\a 
act  for  the  apportiontniuil  of  Representatives  among  Uie 
several  Statns  according  to  the  sixth  census,*'  approved 
June  25, 164-2 ;  and  after  the  names  of  such  members  elect 
are  all  called,  and  before  they  proceed  lo  elect  a  Shaker 


or  other  officer,  they  shall  hear  and  decide  upon  all  creden. 
tials,  certificntes,  or  other  claims  to  scats  in  the  House  of 
Reprcrientatives.  inuler  die  Constitutinn  of  the  United  Stales 
and  the  laws  of  the  respective  States.] 

The  roll  was  then  called, and  one  hundred  and 
eighty-nine  gentlemen  answered  to  their  names. 
The  CLERK  then  said,  if  it  was  the  pleasure 
of  the  House  to  proceed  to  the  election  of  Speaker, 
the  members  would  prepare  their  ballots. 

Mr.  BARNARD  saitl  he  did  not  rise  for  the 
purpose  of  interrupting  the  proceedings  of  the 
House,  or  delaying  its  organization.  He  did  rise, 
however,  for  the  purpose  of  presenting — and  he 
claimed  the  right  to  do  it,  as  a  member  of  the 
House  from  the  State  of  New  York — in  his  own 
name,  and  in  the  names  of  a  large  number  of 
other  gentlemen,  who  were  also  Representative* 
on  this  floor,  from  various  States,  a  brief  paper, 
which  he  would  read  in  his  place. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE-asked  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  to  pardon  a  single  suggestion.  He 
qnderstood,  when  the  House  sanctioned  the  read- 
ing of  the  list  of  members,  that  it  was  the  pleas- 
ure of  the  House  to  proceed  to  the  election  of  a 
Speaker;  and  therefore  it  was  not  in  order  for  the 
gentleman  to  present  any  paper  until  the  House 
had  completed  its  organization;  and  he  submitted 
to  the  gentleman's  good  sense  whether  he  was 
not  proceeding  irregularly. 

Mr.  BARNARD  said  his  own  good  sense  taught 
him  that  he,  nr  any  other  member  of  this  House, 
had  the  perfect  right  to  be  heard  now,  when  the 
House  was  unorganized,  or  when  it  was  organ- 
ized; but  he  should  not  now  interrupt  the  orgnn- 
ization  of  the  House  but  for  a  moment.  He  pro- 
posed to  read  a  paper  which  he  held  in  his  hand. 
Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  denied  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  was  taking  a  course  which 
he  had  the  right  to  take.  He  denied  the  right  of 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  or  any  other  ^n- 
tleman,  to  read  any  paper  in  this  House  until  it 
was  organized,  but  according  to  the  rules  of  the 
House, and  with  ilsronsentand  appi'obation;and 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  must  permit  him 
(Mr.  I.)  to  say,  that  gentleman  knew  very  well 
that,  during  the  last  two  or  three  years,  he  and 
many  other  gentlemen  desired  to  say  a  great  deal 
which,  by  a  certain  rule,  they  were  not  permitted 
to  say.  As  to  the  question  which  the  gentleman 
had  anticipated,  and  which  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  [Mr.  Cahpdell]  called  a  painful 
question,  he  hoped  they  should  hear  a  great  deal 
upon  it,  for  it  was  one  on  which  [hey  owed  it  to 
the  people  of  this  country,  and  lo  the  Slate's,  to 
debate  and  to  deliberate;  but  at  present  he  sub- 
mitted that  any  discussion  was  premature  and 
irregular.  He  would  use  no  harsh  terms;  but  he 
would  repeat,  that  it  was  irregular  in  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  now  to  read  any  paper.  If 
that  gentleman  had  such  a  right,  all  the  other  gen- 
tlemen there  had  the  same  right  to  read  papers: 
and  what  would  be  the  con.ieqnence  ?  Why,  in 
the  exercise  of  such  a"  ri|»lit,"  they  would  inter- 
rupt the  organization  of  the  House;  and  would  it 
I  not  therefore  be,  if  not  outrageous,  at  least  pre- 
posterous.' There  was  no  occasion  for  this  dis- 
I  cussion  now.  He  could  assure  gentlemen  the 
I  question  would  not  be  dodged.  The  honorable 
I  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Campbell,] 
they  had  an  assurance,  would  present  it  to  the 
House;  and  it  must  then  be  debated.  Why,  then, 
in  this  chrysalis  state,  between  the  worm  and  the 
butterfly,  suggest  difficulties  of  this'kind  }  They 
were  not  now  called  for,  and  lie  protested  against 
their  introduction.  The  gentleman  from  New 
York  did  not  say  he  had  a  protest,  as  he  (Mr.  I.) 
thought  it  would  be  called.  It  waa  merely  called 
"  a  paper;"  and  he  asked  by  what  rule  or  parlia- 
mentary law  papers  could  be  brought  in  to  mis- 
lead and  disturb  them.  He  submitted  to  the  good 
sense  of  ithe  gentleman  from  New  York  if  his 
course  was  not  irregular  and  out  of  order, 
I  Mr.  BARNARD  said,  if  the  gentleman  fi;om 
f  Pennsylvania  was  authorized  to  occupy  the  time 
and  attention  of  the  House  with  a  speech  of  ten 
or  fifteen  minutes,  he  should  like  to  know  by  what 
rule  he  was  prevented  from  reading  bis  paper. 
He  denied  that  there  was  an^  such  rule.  _  'they 
met  there  as  equals;  and  was  it  come  to  this,  that 
the  freedom  of  speech,  and  their  right  to  open 
their  lips  at  all  in  this  House,  on  any  occasion, 
and  under  any  circumstances,  was  to  be  oues- 
tioned  >  He  denied  the  right  of  any  one  to  Rmit 
the  freedom  of  speech;  and  ho  hoped  a  proper 
courtesy  and  sense  of  propriety,  which  ought  to 
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prerail  in  the  House,  would  not  be  sacrificed  to 
•n  nttempt  to  prevent  his  reading  the  paper  he 
held  in  his  hand.  He  proposed  to  commit  no 
disturbance — none  whatever.  They  were  about 
to  proceed  in  a  solemn  manner;  and  the  Clerk 
had  asked  the  House  if  they  were  ready;  and 
he,  asoncofthe  members  of  that  House,  wished 
to  declare  that  he  was  not  ready,  until  he  had 

E resented  the  paper  which  he  held  in  his  hand — 
eing  his  solemn  objection  to  tiie  gentlemen  from 
New  Hampshire  lieing  called.  He  hoped,  in 
eoromnn  courtesy,  the  House  would  permit  him 
to  read  his  paper.  [Cries  of  "  Read !"]  He  was 
commencing  tne  reading,  when 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  rose,  and  expressed  a  hope 
that  tlie  gentleman  from  New  York  would  not 
persist  in  nis  attempt  to  read  without  the  appro- 
bation of  the  House. 

Mr.  BARNARD  hoped  the  House  would  si- 
lently acquiesce. 

Mr.  WINTHROP  said  the  House  should 
know  the  contents  of  the  paper  before  it  was  re- 
i]uired  to  act  upon  it;  and  therefore  he  called  for 
its  reading  for  information. 

Mr.  BAR.NARD  made  a  remark  respecting.the 
character  of  the  paper,  which  did  not  reach  the 
reporter's  desk. 

Mr.  C.  J.  IN6ERS0LL  said  (as  he  was  un- 
ders(ood)  that  he  then  had  no  objection. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  said,^if  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  had  Dot,  he' had  an  objection  to  the 
admission  of-  that  paper.  What  was  the  gentle- 
man's object?  At  what  point  did  he  expect  to 
arrive?  What  did  he  intend  to  make?  Could  it 
receive  the  action  of  the  House?  Did  the  Clerk 
deem  himself  authorized  to  put  the  question  on 
that  paper?  If  the  gentleman  would  make  those 
disclosures,  he  (Mr.  D.)  might  act  according  to 
the  gentleman's  wish;  but  otherwise,  any  action 
upon  it  would  be  a  perfectly  useless  consumption 
of  time. 

Mr.  BARNARD  said  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
would  learn  from  the  reading  of  the  paper  what 
its  purport  was. 

The  CLERK  begged  respectfully  to  stale  to 
the  House,  that,  in  it^  preseht  state,  he  should 
feel  it  to  be  his  duty  to  put  the  question  on  grant- 
ing leave  to  the  House,  and  not,  in  his  humble 
ea[Uicity,  undertake  to  decide  a  question  of  that 
importance. 

.  Mr.  WINTHROP  submitted,  that  before  the 
question  on  granting  leave  was  put,  they  should 
have  the  paper  read,  that  they  might  know  its 
eonteata.  The  question  was,  whether  the  gen- 
tleman from- New  York  should  be  allowed  to 
present  to  the  House  a  paper  wliose  contents 
wouU  be  made  known  by  its  reading.  He  there- 
fore called  for  the  unofficial  reading  of  the  paper, 
that  they  might  know  what  it  was. 

Mr.  HOLMES  protested  against  the  doctrine 
that  the  Clerk,  as  their  presiding  ofKccr,  could 
put  no  question  to  the  House.  If  he  (Mr.  H.) 
jihonld  move  that  in  the  choice  of  Speaker  they 
vote  either  by  ballot  or  viva  voce,  the  Clerk  could 
pot  it,  and  the  House  would  be  bound  to  receive 
It.  If  there  was  anything  objectionable  let  them 
go  on  and  vote  it  down;  and  if  it  was  a  reserva- 
tion of  the  rights  of  a  minority,  let  them  respect 
them.  Having  a  giant's  strength,  let  them  use  it 
like  a  giant. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  moved  that  the  gen- 
tleman be  conceded  the  usual  courtesy,  and  that 
the  consent  of  the  House  be  given  him  to  pro- 
ceed. 

Mr.  WISE  wished  to  know,  if  that  leave  was 
given,  whether  the  paper  would  then  be  entered 
on  their  preliminary  minutes  in  the  Journal  of 
the  House? 

The  CLERK  replied  that  it  would,  under  such 
circumstances,  be  embodied  in  the  minutes. 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  objected  to  its  going  on  the 
Journal,  and  that  objection  would  overrule  his 
desire  to  accommodate  the  geatleman  from  New 
York. 

The  Clerk  put  the  question  oa  granting  leave, 
and  it  was  determined  in  the  negative;  there  being 
59  in  the  affirmative,  and  124  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  BARNARD  said  he  should  not  make  any 
farther  attempt  to  read  the  paper;  but  he  wished 
it  to  be  understood  that  the  paper  was  nothing 
more  nor  less  than  a  solemn  declaration,  on  the 
part  of  some  of  the  members  of  the  House,  of 
their  opinion  of  the  utter  illegality  and  unconsti- 
tutionality of  proceeding  to  the  election  of  a 


Speaker  with  the  aid  of  certain  persons  who  had 
answered  to  their  names  from  the  Stiles  of  New 
Hampshire,  Georgia,  Mississippi,  and  Missouri. 

ELECTION  OF  SPEAKER. 

The  CLERK  next  reminded  the  House  that,  as 
no  rules  had  yet  been  adopted,  there  was  no  form 
prescribed  for  the  election  of  the  Speaker. 

Mr.  WELLER  moved  that  the  election  be 
made  vies  voet,  and  the  motion  was  unanimously 
agreed  to. 

Messrs.  Campbell,  Hopkins,  and  VAKCc,were 
appointed  tellers  to  take  the  vote;  and  that  hav- 
ing been  done,  they  reported,  by  Mr.  Hopkins, 
that  the  whole  number  of  votes  was  188;  neces- 
sary to  a  choice,  95;  of  which — 

Mr.  John  W.Jones  received 138 

Mr.  John  White 59 

Mr.  Williaiu  Wilkina 1 

The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 

For  John  W.  Jjnei — Messrs.  Anderson.  Arrington,  At- 
Icinsoii,  HeQrdi<l<.-y,  Ilelscr,  Rcnmn.  Bidlnck,  J.  Ulack.  J.  A. 
Black,  ninckwell,  Hnssirir,  Bower,  Bowliii,  Onyd,  J.  Uriiik- 
crlioff,  Brodliead,  A.  V.  Brown,  W.  J.  Brown,  Burke,Cald- 
well,  i'ainphet),  J.  K.  Cary,  Cnilin.  A.  A.  Chaninnn,  Clin- 
ton, Cobb,  Coles,  Cross,  <;ulloin,  Oana,  R.  D.  Oavi^,  J.  W. 
Dnvis,  Dean,  Dillingham,  Douglas,  DrouiROOle,  Dunra-i, 
Dunlap,  Ellis-,  Elmer.  Fartee,  Kieklin,  Pointer.  French,  Gil- 
mer, B.  Green,  Hale,  Hamlin,  IlarnNon,  llays,  Henley,  Uor- 
riek,  Hidmes,  Uoge,  Hopkins,  HulMrd,  Ilubbell,  Hughes, 
Iluni(errord,  Hunt,  C.  i.  Ingersoll.  Janiesnii,  C.  Johnson, 
A.  Johnson,  U.  W.  Jones,  Kennedy,  H.  King,  Kirkpatrick, 
Labranche,  Leonard,  Lewi;:,  Lucas,  McCauslen,  Maclay, 
McClelland.  McClernand,  MeCnnnell,  McDowell,  McKay, 
.Maihews,  Mo«»ie,  J.  Morris.  Murphy,  Norris,  Owen.  Tar- 
uienier,  Payne,  Pettir,  B.  D.  Potter,  Pmit,  I'urdy,  Raih- 
hnn.  A.  H.  Read.  D^S.  Reid,  Reding,  Relfe.  Rhett,  Riuer, 
Robinson,  Russell,  St.  John,  Saunders,  T.  H.  Seymour,  D. 
L.  Seymour,  Simons,  Simpson,  Slidell,  J.  T.  Smith,  T. 
Smith,  R.  Smfth,  Steenrod,  Steisiin,  J.  Stewart,  Stone, 
Strong.  Sykes,  Taylor,  Thompson.  TibbatL"*,  Weller,  VVent- 
worth,  Wheaion,  Williams,  Wilkins,  Wise,  Wootlvvard, 
Wright,  and  Yost— liJS. 

>'.>r  John  »^/ti/e— Messrs.  Adams,  Barringer,  Barnard,  M. 
Brown,  Budington,  Carroll,  Chappell,  Chilton,  Clingnian, 
Coltamer.  Cranston,  G.  Davis,  l)eherry,Dellet,Dickey.  Fi.ih, 
Florence.  Foot,  Frick,  Giddingz'.W.Grecn,  Grinnetl,  Grider, 
Hardin,  ilarper,  Hudson,  W.  Hunt.  J.  R.  Jngersoll,  Irvin, 
Jenks.  P.  B.  Jobnunn,  D.  P.  King,  Mellvahie,  Alareh,  E.  J. 
Morris,  Mo*ieley,  Newion,  Paller.-on,  Peyton.  Plio^nix,  E. 
R.  Potter.  Ramsey,  Rayner,  C.  M.  Reed,  Rodney,  Rogers, 
S«mpltt,^chciick,  Senter,  SeveraMC%  A.  Smith,  Tliomas- 
son,  Tilden,  Tyler,  Vance,  Vanmeter,  Viutoo,  WiiiUirop, 
and  W.  Wright— .W. 

For  WUUam  WUkint—Mt.  Nes— 1.  . 

Mr.  J.  W.  Jones  was,  therefore, declared  duly 
Elected,  and  was  conducted  to  the  chair  by 
Messrs.  Adams  and  Coles. 

Mr.  LEWIS  was  appointed  to  administer  the- 
oath  to  the  Speaker  elect,  and  that  having  been 
done. 

The  SPEAKER  addressed  the  House  in  ac- 
knowledgment of  the  honor  conferred  upon  him, 
as  follows: 

Gentlemen  nf  Ike  House  of  Representatives:  Called 
to  preside  over  your  deliberations,  I  return  to 
you,  gentlemen,  my  sincere  thanks  for  this  proof 
of  your  confidence,  and  for  the  honor  conferred 
upon  me,  with  an  assurance,  dn  my  part,  that  I 
shall  endeavor  faithfully  to-  discharge  the  duties 
of  the  stptinn  which  has  been  assigned  to  me;  and 
in  undertaking  to  do  this,  inexperienced  as  1  am 
in  much  that  relates  to  this,  which,  to  me,  is  a 
new  and  untried  station,  I  cannot  but  feel  that  I 
shiill  very  often  have  occasion  to  throw  myself 
upon  your  indulgence,  and  to  ask  your  aid. 

The  history  of  parliamentary  proceedings  in 
all  countries  proves  the  necessity  of  adopting 
rules  for  tlie  government  of  every  aeliberative  as- 
sembly. They  are  rendered  necessary  not  only 
to  aid  in  the  dispatch  of  business,  but  to  shield 
minorities  from  the  encroachments  of  power,  and 
to  protect  from  unnecessary  and  wanton  violence 
the  feelings  of  those  with  whom  it  may  be  our 
duty  to  act.  Such  rules  as  it  may  be  your  pleas- 
ure to  adopt,  it  will  become  my  duty  to  execute 
— a  duty  that  1  shall  constantly  labrf  to  perform 
with  strict  impartiality,  with  due  regard  for  the 
rights,  and  proper  respect  for  the  feelings,  of 
members. 

As  the  representatives  of  a  free  people,  it  would 
be  presumptuous  in  me  to  attempt  to  impress  upon 
yotf  the  just  responsibility  which  belongs  to  the 
representative  character,  or  to  point  you  to  those 
acts  rendered  necessary  to  be  performed  by  us, 
which  lie  so  plainly  in  the  path  of  our  duty.  The 
experience  of  the  past  will,  I  trust,  enable  us  to 
avoid  error  wherever  it  may  be  found  to  exist; 
while  both  duty  and  patriotism  will  call  into  ac- 
tion our  warmest  energies  to  promote  the  beet 
interests  of  our  common  country.    Bound  in  a 


bond,  I  could.hope,  of  perpetual  union,  with  the 
highest  interests  of  a  nation  of  freemen  committed 
to  our  charge,  may  not  the  hope  be  indulged  that 
we  may  all  enter  upon  the  discharge  of  our  du- 
ties in  a  spirit  of  kindness  and  harmony,  of  con- 
ciliation, forbearance,  and  mutual  respect  for  each 
other?  Always  remembering  that  we  have  pas- 
sions to  control,  duties  to  perform,  and  our  coun- 
try to  serve. 

Confidently  relying,  gentlemen,  upon  your  eo- 
operatidn  and  support  to  sustain  me  in  my  effort* 
to  enforce  the  rules,  and  to  preserve  order  and  de- 
corum in  debate,  I  enter  upon  the  discharge  of  the 
responsible  duties  which  it  has  been  your  pleasure 
to  assign  me. 

The  members  were  then  sworn  in,  and  after- 
wards some  others  who  arrived  at  a  later  hour  of ' 
the  day,  as  follows; 

Froin.Afaitte — Messrs.  Joshua  J.  Herrick,  Rob- 
ert P.  Dunlap,  Luther  Severance,  and  Haunibal 
Hamlin. 

Fi-oni.Wtd  Hampshire — Messrs.  Edmund  Burke, 
John  R.  Reding,  Moses  Norris,  and  John  P. 
Hale. 

From  Massachusetts — Messrs.  Robert  C.  Win- 
throp,  Daniel  P.  King,  William  Parraenter, 
Charles  Hudson,  John  GLuincy  Adams,  Henry 
Williams,  and  Joseph  Grinnell. 

From  Rhode  Island — Messrs.  Henry  Y.  Cran- 
ston and  Elisha  R.  Potter. 

From  Connecticut — Messrs.  Thomas  H.  Sey- 
mour, Joh  n  Stewart,  George  S.  Catlin,  and  Samuel 
Simons. 

iVoni  Vermont — Messrs.  Solomon  Foot,  Jacob 
Collamer,  George  P.  Marsh,  and  Paul  Dilling- 
ham. 

From  A>io  York — Messrs.  Selah  B.  Strong, 
Henry  C.  Murphy,  J.  Philips  Phoenix,  William 
B.  Maclay,  Moses  G.  Leonard,  Hamilton  Pish, 
Joseph  H.  Anderson,  Richard  DvDavis,  James 
G.  Clinton,  Jeremiah  Russell,  Zadock  Pratt, 
David  L.  Seymour,  Daniel  D.  Barnard,  Charles 
Rogers, Lemuel  Sletson,Chesselden  Ellis,  Charles 
.S.  Benton,  Preston  Kin^,  Orville  Hungerford, 
Samuel  Bertrdsley,  Jeremiah  E.  Cary,  Smith  M. 
Purdy,  Orville  Robinson,  Horace  Wheaton, 
George  Rathbun,  Amasa  Dana,  Byram  Green, 
Thomas  J.  Patterson,  Charles  H.  Carroll,  Wil- 
liam S.  Ilubbell,  AsherTyler,  William  A.  Mose- 
ley,  Albert  Smith,  and  Washington  Hunt. 

From  yew  Jersey — Messrs.  Lucius  d.  C.  Elmer, 
George  Sykes,  Isaac  G.  Farlee,  Littleton  Kirk- 
patrick, and  William  Wright. 

From  Pennn/lvania — Messrs.  Edward  J.  Mor- 
ris, Joseph  R.  Ingersoll,  John  T.Smith,  Charles 
J.  Ingersoll,  Jacob  S.  Yost,  Michael  H.  Jenks, 
Abraham  R.  Mcllvaine,  Jeremiah  Brown,  John 
Ritter,  Richard  Brodhead,  jr.,  Benjamin  A.  Bid- 
lack,  Almon  H.  Read,  Henry  Prick,  Alexander 
Ramsey,  Henry  Nes,  James  Black,  James  Irvin, 
Henry  D.  Poster,  John  Dickey,  William  Wilk- 
ins, Samuel  Hays,  Charles  M.  Reed,  and  Joseph 
Buflington.  '" 

from  Delaieare— Mr.  George  B.  Rodney. 

From  Vitfinia — Messrs.  Archibald  Atkinson, 
George  C.  Dromgoole,  Walter  Coles,  Edmund 
W.  Hubard,  Thomas  W.  Gilmer,  John  W. 
Jones,  Henry  A.  Wise,  Willoughby  Newton, 
Samuel  Chilton,  William  Lucas,  William  Taylor, 
Augustus  A.  Chapman,  George  W.  Hopkins, 
and  Lewis  Steenrod.  . 

From  Morth  Carolina— Messrs.  Thomas  L. 
Clingman,  Daniel  M.  Barringer,  David  S.  Reid, 
Edmund  Dcbcrry,  Romulus  M.  Saunders,  James 
J.  McKay,  John  R.  J.  Daniel,  Archibald  H.  Ar- 
rington,  and  Kenneth  Rayner. 

From  South  Carolina— Messrs.  J.  A.  Black, 
Richard  F.  Simpson,  Joseph  A.  Woodward,  John 
Campbell,  Isaac  E.  Holmes,  and  R.  Barnwell 
Rhett. 

From  Georgia — Messrs.  Hugh  A.  Haralson, 
Absalom  H.  Chappell,  and  Howell  Cobb. 

From  Kentucky— M-eBBia.  Linn  Boyd,  Willis 
Green,  George  A.  Caldwell,  James  Stone,  John 
White,  William  P.  Thomasson,  Garrett  Davis, 
Richard  French,  and  John  W.  Tibbatts. 

From  Tenneisee — Messrs.  Andrew  Johnson, 
William  T.  Senter,  Julius  W.  Blackwell,  Alvan 
Cullom,  George  W.  Joner,  Aaron  V.  Brown, 
Joseph  H.  Peyton,  Cave  Johnson,  and  Milton 
Brown. 

From  Ohio — Messrs.  Alexander  Duncan,  John 
B.  Weller,  Robert  C.  Schenck,  Joseph  Vance, 
Emery  D.  Potter,  Henry  St.  John,  Joseph  J. 
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McDowell,  John  J.  Vanmeter,  Elias  Florenee,  He- 
man  Allen  Moore,  Jacob  BrinkerhoiT,  Alexander 
Harper,  Parley  B.  Johnson,  Samuel  F.  Vinton, 
Joseph  Morris,  James  Matthews,  William  C. 
McCauslen,  Ezra  Dean,  Daniel  R.  Tilden,  and 
Joshua  R.  GIddings. 

From  Louisiana— Meian.  John  Slidell,  Alcee 
Labranche,  and  Peter  E.  Bossier. 

From  Indiana — Messrs.  Robert  Dale  Owen, 
Thomas  J.  Henley,  Thomas  Smith,  WiHiam  J. 
Brown ,  John  W.  Davis,  Joseph  A.  Wriglit,  John 
Pettit,  Samuel  C.  Sample,  and  Andrew  Kennedy. 

JFVom  JlfiMitnppi — Mr.  Jacob  Thompson. 

IVoin  IUinoi$ — ^Messrs. Robert  Smith,  John  A. 
McClernand,  Orlando  B.  Ficklin,  John  Went- 
worth,  Stephen  A.  Douglas,  Joseph  P.  Hoge,  and 
John  J.  Hardin. 

FromMabama — Messrs.  James  Dellet,  James 
E.  Belser,  Dixon  H.  Lewis,  William  W.  Pavne, 
George  S.  Housron,  and  Felix  G.  McConnell. 

JVom  Jtfusouri — Messrs.  John  Jameson,  Gus- 
tavus  M.  Bower,  James  B.  Bowlin,  James  H. 
Relfe,  and  James  M.  Hoebes. 

From  ^rkanaaa — Mr.  Edward  Cross. 

From  Michigan — Messrs.  Robert  McClelhind 
and  James  B.  Hunt. 

Delfgatefrom  Flmida — Mr.  David  Levy. 

Dttegatefrom  WUconHn — Mr.  Heiiry  Dodge. 

Dtkgatt  from  loyea — Mr.  Augustus  C.  Dodge. 

MESSAGE  FAOM  JHE  SENATE. 

A  message  was  reeeive4  from  the  Senate,  by 
AsBiTRT  DicKiNs,  EUq.,  their  Secretary,  stating 
that  a  (quorum  of  that  body  had  assembled,  and 
were  ready  to  proceed  to  business. 

MEMBBRS  SWORN  IN. 

The  SPEAKER  then  said  that  the  members  of 
the  House  would  be  called  by  Stales  in  order  to 
be  sworn;  which  was  accordingly  done. 

president's  message. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  observed  that  as  the 
members  were  desirous  of  hearing  the  message, 
a  committee  should  be  appointed  to  wait  on  the 
President,  and  inform  him  that  a  quorum  of  the 
two  Houses  had  assembled,  and  were  ready  to 
receive  any  communication  he  might  be  pleased 
to  make. 

The  SPEAKER  suggested  to  the  gentleman 
that  it  would  be  proper  first  to  send  a  mpssnge  to 
the  Senate  to  inform  that  body  that  the  House 
was  organized  and  ready  to  proceed  to  business. 

Mr.  DROMQOOLE  offered  a  resolution, adopt- 
ing the  standing  rules  of  the  last  House  of  Repre- 
senlatives  as  the  rules  and  order  of  proceedin'g 
for  this. 

Mr.  ADAMS  offered  to  amend  the  resolution, 
by  excepting  the  21st  rule,  which  excludes  the 
reception  of  abolition  petitions. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  withdrew  his  resolution, 
and  offered  the  following;  which  was  considered, 
and  adopted : 

Raotctil,  That  a  men*^  be  Mnt  to  the  Semite,  to  in- 
form thai  body  that  s  quorum  of  tlii*  Hou«e  itf  Represent-* 
ativei  have  aMcmbted,  and  have  Riecied  Jonif  W.  Jo:ih, 
or  Virginia,  their  Spealur,  and  are  ready  to  proceed  to  bus- 
incM. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  offered  the  following 
resolution;  which  was  considered,  and  adopted: 

Remhtd,  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  to  join  rach 
committee  aa  may  he  appointed' on  the  pan  at  tlie  Senate, 
and  to  wail  on  tim  Pretiilent  of  the  United  State*  and  in- 
form him  Uiai  a  quorum  of  the  two  Houses  of  Consress  have 
lusemUed,  and  are  ready  to  receive  any  comniunication 
thai  be  may  be  pleased  to  malie. 

standing  rules. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  then  renewed  his  resolu- 
tion as  follows: 

Raotned,  That  the  standing  rules  and  orders  of  the  last 
House  or  Representatives  be  adopted  as  the  rules  and  or- 
ders of  proceeding  of  this. 

.  Mr.  DUNCAN  inquired  if  there  was  not  a  rule 
of  the  last  House  which  limited  the  speeches  of 
members  to  one  hour? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  there  was. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  moved  to  amend  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  by  excepting 
that  rule. 

Mr.  ADAMS  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
by  excepting  the  3Ist  rule. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  accepted  the  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ohjp  as  a  modification  of 
his  resolution. 

Mr.  0.  JOHNSON  then  offered  an  amendment, 


to  strike  out  the  modification  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  so  as  to  retoin  the  one-hour  rule.  He 
looked  upon  it  as  one  of  the  best  of  all  the  acts  of 
the  last  Congress,  and  should  regret  to  see  it  abol- 
ished. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  was  not  disposed  at  this  mo- 
ment to  enter  into  any  discussion  as  to  the  pro- 
priety or  impropriety  of  this  rule;  but  he  tfould 
merely  observe,  that,  considering  the  great  and 
important  questions  that  must  come  before  the 
House — questions  in  which  the  country  had  a 
deep  interest — it  would  be  impossible  for  mem- 
bers to  discuss  them  as  they  deserved  within  the 
limits  of  one  hour.  We  come  here  (said  he)  as 
Representatives,  to  speak  on  the  great  questions 
in  which  (he  honor  and  interests  of  the  country 
are  involved;  and  we  cannot  do  justice  to  them, 
or  to  the  country,  if  the  freedom  of  debate  is  re- 
stricted. Complaints,  it  was  true,  had  been  made 
of  the  length  of  time  consumed  in  debate;  but  he 
knew  of  no  instance  in  which  the  interests  of  the 
country  had  suffered  by  the  most  protracted  dis- 
cussion. All  these  longspeeches  were  read  with 
avidity  by  the  people;  and  by  their  means  a  great 
deal  of  valuable  information 'had  been  spread  over 
the  country.  The  country  expected  discussion 
on  all  these  important  questions,  and  ample  time 
should  be  allowed  for  it.  He  disliked,  also,  the 
imposition  of  a  gag  law  on  the  minority  of  this 
or  any  other  body. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  asked  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  his  amendment,  which  were  ordered; 
and  the  question  being  taken,  resulted — yeas  96, 
nays  92;  as  follows:  * 

YEAS— Messrs.  Barringer,  Bidlack,  J.  Black,  Blaekwell, 
Bossier.J.  BrinkerhotT,  Bmdhrad,  A.  V.  Bro^n,  M.  Brown, 
W.  J.  Brown,  J.  Brown,  Bulfinton,  Caldwell,  J.  E.  Cary, 
Carroll,  A.  A.  Chapman,  Cliiltnn,  Clingman,  Coles,  Colla. 
mer,  Craiifiton,  Cross,  Culloin,  Dana,  G.  Davis,  Dellet, 
Dickey,  Ellis,  Farlce,  Fish,  Florence,  Foot,  Frick,  Gid- 
dingii,  Gilmer,  W.  Green,  Grtnncll,  Grider,  Haralson.  Har- 
din, Harper,  Hays,  Holmes,  Hopkins,  Hiibhell,  W,  Hunt, 
J.  B.  Hunt,  J.  It.  Ingersoll,  Irvin,  Jeiiks,  C.  Johnson,  P.  B. 
Johnson,  P.  King,  D.  P.  Kinc,  Labranche,  Leonard,  Mc[|- 
vaine,  Mar^h,  E.  J.  Morris,  Nes,  Newton,  Patterson,  Pey- 
ton, Phffinix,  Pratt,  Uamsey,  Rayner,  O.  M.  Hetnl,  Kohinson, 
Rodney,  Itoeers,  Russell,  i^ample,  Schenck,  Senter,  D.  L. 
Seymour,  Simons,  SMHell,  A.  Smith,  Stetson,  Tliomasson, 
Thompson ,  Tilden^  Tyler,  Vance.  Vanmeter,  Vinton,  VVel- 
ler,  VVIieatOH,  While,  Wilkin!*,  WInthrop,  Woodward,  W. 
Wriuht,  J.  A. *V right,  and  Vo»t— 96. 

NAYS— MesKnt,  Adams,  Anderson,  Arrington,  Atkinson, 
Barnard,  Beard.<ley,  Belser,  Benton,  J.  A.  Black,  Bower, 
Bowlin.  Bovd,  Burke.  Cnnl|ibel1,  Cntlin,Chappetl,  Clinton, 
Cnbli,  E.  n.  ilavis,  ].  W.  Davis,  Dean,  Dcberry,  Dilling- 
haoi,  Douglas,  Dmmgonle,  Duncan.  Dunlap,  Elmer,  Fick- 
lin, Foster,  French,  Hale,  Hauiliu,  Henley,  Herrick,  Hnce, 
Hubard,  Hiidt:on,  Hughes,  Hungerford,  C.J.  Ingersotl,  Jam- 
eson, A.  Johnson,  G.  VV.  Jones.  Kennedy.  Kirkpatrick, 
Lewis,  Lucas,  McCauslen,  Mnclay.  McClelland,  McCler- 
!  nand,  McConnell,  McDowell,  McKay,  Mathews,  Moore, 
I  J.  Morrill,  MoTteley,  Murphv,  Norris.  Owen,  Pnrmenter, 
Pavne,  Pettit,  E.  R.  Potter,  E.  D.  Potter,  Purdy,  RaUibun, 
'  A.  H.  Read,  D.  S.  Reid,  Itcding,  Relfe,  Rlietl,  Ritter,  St. 
John,  Saunders,  T.  H.  Seyninur,  Simpson,  J.  T.  Smith,  T. 
Sinilh,  R.  Smith,  Steenrod,  J.  Stewart,  Stone,  Strong, 
Sykes,  Taylor,  Tibbatis,  VVentworth,  WiUitius,  and  Wise 
—92. 

So  the  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  WISE  offered  further  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment, by  striking  out  the  latter  clause  of  (he  13l8t 
rule,  in  the  following  words: 

"  And  also  of  providing  for  the  discharge  of  the  commit- 
tee from  the  cnn.^ideration  of  any  bill  referred  to  it,  alter 
acting  without  debate  on  all  amendment*  pending,  and  that 
may  be  offered. 

Mr.  W.,  after  some  observations  in  opposition 
to  this  and  other  restrictions  on  the  freedom  of 
debate,  expressed  the  hope  that  his  colleague  [Mr. 
Drongoole]  would  accept  this  amendment  as  a 
modification  of  his  motion. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  declined  accepting  it,  and 
suggested  that  it  would  be  better  to  adopt  the 
rules  of  proceedings  of  the  last  House,  so  as  to 
proceed  with  business.  Such  alterations  and 
modificatioiy,  then,  as  experience  suggested, 
could  be  made,  at  the  pleasure  of  the  majority. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  the  amentlment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had  the  pre- 
cedence. 

Mr.  ADAMS,  after  some  remarks,  called  for 
the  yeas  and  nays  on  his  motion;  which,  having 
been  ordered,  resulted — yeas  91,  nays  95;  as  fol- 
lows: 

VEAS— Messrs.  Adams,  Anderson,  Barnard,  Beardsley, 
Benton,  W.  J.  Brown,  J.  Bmwn,  Biiffingtnn,  J.  E.  Cary, 
Carroll,  (7atlin,  Clingman,  Clinton,  Collamer,  Cranston, 
Dana,  H.  D.  Davis,  Dean,  Dickey,  Dillinghain,  Dunlnp, 
Ellis,  Elmer.  Fish,  Florence,  Foot,  Frick,  Giddings,  Gri.i- 
nell.  Hale,  Hamlin,  Hardin,  Harper,  Henley,  Herrick,  Hub- 
bell,  Hudson,  Hungerford,  W.  Hunt,  J.  B.  Hunt,  J.  R.  Ingrr- 
•oll,  Irvin,  Jenlu,  P.  B.  Jotaotou,  Keiwedy,  D.  P.  King, 


I  Kirkpatrick,  Leonard,  Maclay,  McClelland,  McDowell, 
'  Mcllvaine,  Marsh,  E.J.  Morris.  J.  Morris,  Moseley,  Owen, 
Parmeiiter,  Patterson,  Pettit.  Phoiiiii,  E.  U.  Potter,  E.  D. 
Poller,  lUinisey,  R^lhbnn,  C.  M.  Heed,  Robinson,  Rodney, 
Rogers,  Sample,  Schenck,  T.  H.  Seymour,  D.L.  Seymour, 
Simons.  A.Sniilli,J.T.Sniith,T.Hmith,  Stetson,  J.  Stew- 
ort,  Sykes,  'Tilden,  Tyler,  Vance,  Vanmeter,  Vinton, 
Wheaton,  While,  Williams,  WinUlrop,  W.  Wright,  and  J. 
A.  Wright— 91. 

N.\VS— Messrs.  Arrington,  Atkinson,  Barringer,  Belser, 
Bidlack,  J.  Black,  J.  A.  Black.  Blackwull,  Bossier,  Bower, 
Bowlin,  Boyd,  J.  Brinkerhoff,  Brndhead,  A.  V.  Brown,  M. 
Brown,  Burke, (;aldwell,Catiipbell,  A.. A.  Chapntan, Chap- 
pell,  Chilton,  Cobb,  Coles,  Cress,  Cullom.  Daniel,  G.  Davis, 
J.  VV.  Davis,  Deberry,  Dellet,  Douglas,  Droingoole,  Parlee, 
Ficklin,  French,  Gilmer,  VV.  Green,  Grider,  Haralson, 
Hays,  Hnlmei,  lloge,  Hopkins,  Houston,  llubard,  Hughes, 
C.  J.  Ingcrsoll,  Jninesou,  C.  Joluison,  A.  Johnson,  G.  W. 
Jones,  P.  King,  Labranche,  Lewis,  Lucas,  Lumpkin,  Mc- 
CaUKlen,  McClemaod,  McConnell,  McKay,  Moore,  Mur- 

ghy,  Newton,  Norris,  Payne,  Peyton,  Pratt,  Rayner,  D.  8. 
eid.  Reding,  Ri-Ife,  Rhett,  Riuer,  Russell,  St.  John,  Saun- 
ders, Senter,  Simpson,  Slidell,  R.  Smith,  Steenrod,  Stiles, 
Stone,  Strong,  Taylor,  Thtfbosaon,  Thompson,'  Tibbalts. 
Weller,  Weoiwurth,  Wilkina,  Wise,  Woudwood,  Bod 
Yoat- 95. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 
'  Mr.  WISE  then  renewed  his  amendment;  and 

Mr.  ADAMS  moved  to  amend  it,  by  striking 
out  also  the  first  part  of  the  clause,  which  allowea 
a  majority  of  the  House  to  suspend  the  rules  at 
any  time,  for  the  purpose  of  going  into  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  WISE  having  ar.eepted  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Adams,  as  a  modification  of  his  amendment, 
it  was  read  as  follows: 

Strike  out  from  the  131st  rule  the  follnwtAg  clause : 

"  But  the  House  may  alwny  time,  byavote  of  a  majoritjr 
of  the  members  present,  susjiend  the  rules  and  orders  for 
the  purpo.4e  of  going  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Llnion  ;  and,  also,  of  providing  for  the  dis- 
charge of  the  committee  from  the  consideration  of  any  bill 
referred  to  it,  after  acUng,  without  debate,  on  all  ameod- 
inenls  pending,  and  that  may  be  offered." 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  would  accept  the  modificB'- 
tion  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Massi^chu- 
setts;  but,  inasmuish  as  many  gentlemen,  might 
desire  that  a  majority  should  have  the  privilege 
of  going  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  while  they  might  not  desire 
that  they  should  have  the  power  of  putting  an 
end  to  the  debate,  h'e  would  ask  for  a  division  of 
the  question. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  said  he  had  had  some  little 
experience  in  matters  of  this  kind,  and  he  had 
seen  the  inconvenience  resulting  from  requiring  a 
vote  of  two  thirds  in  order  to  put  an  end  to  de- 
bate, while  a  mere  majority  is  held  responsible  to 
the  country  for  any  misapplication  of  lime.    If  a 
majority  be  responsible  for  the  proper  conduct  of 
the  business  of  the  House,  a  majority  should  also 
have  the  right  to  determine  when  to  go  into  com- 
mittee, and  when  to  discharge  a  committee  from 
the  consideration  of  a  subject.    Unless  this  were 
the  case,  it  would  be  in  the  power  of  one  third  of 
the  House  to  keep  any  subject  in  the  Committee 
of  theWholeas  long  as  they  pleased.  He  thought 
the  rule  a  good  one;  they  had  got  along  verv  well 
with  it  hitherto,  and  he  hopM  it  would  be  re- 
tained. 
Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  said  he  had  had  some  ex- 
I  perience  as  to  the  operation  of  this  rule,  and  he 
'  was  convinced  that'  much  convenience  resulted 
'  from  it.   They  were  compelled  in  the  Committee 
I  of  the  Whole  to  sit  anil  listen  aa  long  as  any 
member  felt  inclined  to  continue  the  debate,  in 
order  to  gratify  his  desire  for  speaking.    There 
could  be  no  reasonable  objection  against  allowing 
a  majority  to  determine  when  to  go  into  the  Com- 
I  mittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  ' 
but,  on  thecontrary,if  every  man  were  permitted 
to  speak  as  long  as  he  chose  upon  every  subject, 
there  would  be  no  end  to  debate. 

Mr.  RHETT  observed  that  the  matter  had 
turned  out  much  as  he  feared  it  would.  A  major- 
ity having  power  would  be  always  in  fav'^r  of 
using  it.  'VVhen  in  the  last  Congress  the  party 
opposed  to  us,  having  power  in  that  House, 
thought  proper  to  pass  this  rule,  in  bis  opinion 
it  was  the  very  worst  act  which  they  carried  into 
effect,  because  it  was  introducing  into  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  the  arbitrary  principle 
of  allowing  a  majority  to  dominate,  without  re- 
garding at  all  the  rights  ofthe  minority.  If  what 
was  said  in  that  House  simply  concerned  them- 
selves, it  would  be  a  small  matter.  But  it  roust  be 
recollected  that  each  member  on  that  floor  stood 
there  as  the  representative  of  the  interest  of  sev- 
enty thousand  people.  And  it  certainly  did  ap- 
pear to  him  that  a  due  regard  to  the  freedom  of 
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debate  should  prompt  them  to  remove  atl  unne- 
ceuary  restriction.  Had  this  not  been  the  prac- 
tice of  our  ancestors,  we  would  hardly  be  stand- 
ing here  this  day.  The  freedom  of  debate  and 
the  liberty  of  the  press  were  regarded  as  inviola- 
ble rights  by  even  our  British  ancestors — the  An- 
elo-Saxons  themselves.  The  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  says  it  is  impossible  that  the  business 
of  this  House  can  be  transacted  unless  this  rule 
be  adopted.  I  would  ask  him,  has  he  ever,  in 
his  reading  of  English  history,  met  with  such  a 
rule  as  that?  In  all  the  struggles  for  right  and 
for  power,  even  in  a  monarchy,  freedom  of  de- 
bate has  been  maintained;  and  here — in  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States — we  have  gone  on  from 
revolutionary  time  until  the  last  Congress;  and 
when  was  it  found  necessary  to  resort  to  a  rule 
of  this  kind?  Never.  It  never  was  proposed 
by  a  Democratic  CongreiA.  It  was  reserved  for 
those  who  are  opposed  to  us,  to  propose  its  adop- 
tion. He  knew  that  it  was  hanl  for  them,  hav- 
ing tasted  power,  to  surrender  it — like  the  blood- 
hound upon  the  trail;  and  a  temporary  expedient, 
adopted  for  a  temporary  purpose,  roust  now,  he 
supposed,  be  perpetuated.  When  the  measure 
was  6rst  adopted,  he  opposed  it,  and  he  would 
oppose  it  still.  He  stood  there  to  fulfill  the  word 
he  had  then  given;  and  he  would  say  to  his  Dem- 
oeralic  friends,  if  they  now  have  power,  let  them 
use  it  for  the  benefit  t>f  the  people;  and  let  it  not 
be  said  that  an  improper  measure,  which  had 
been  adopted  by  their  opponents,  and  had  been 
perpetuated  by  themselves. 

What  was  the  evil  which  the  gentleman  com- 
plained of?  That  they  should  be  kept  there  lis- 
tening to  useless  speeches.  Was  their  personal 
coovenienee  or  inconvenience,  or  was  the  paltry 
consideration  of  a  few  thousand  dollars,  more  or 
less,  to  be  permitted  to  interfere  with  the  freedom 
of  debate?  Did  gentlemen  believe  that  the  time 
would  never  come  when  tyranny  would  place  its 
foot  upon  that  floor,  and  exert  its  iron  rule  even 
within  these  walla?    They  might  be  mistaken. 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  had  told  them 
that  they  bad  a  right  to  rule,  and  that  they  would 
rule  after  this  fashion;  but  was  it  to  be  tolerated 
among  a  free  people  ?  Would  our  ancestors  ever 
have  proposed  to  abrogate  the  freedom  of  speech  ? 
Sir,  1  have  already  spoken  longer  than  I  at  first 
intended.  I  trust  this  Congress  will  not  consent 
to  carry  out  this  arbitrary  measure,  and  inflict  an 
injustice  upon  their  opponents,  because  their  op- 
ponents first  inflicted  it  upon  them.  He  hoped 
they  would  adopt  a  nobler  policy,  and  permit  all 
debate  which  occurred  in  that  House  to  be  un- 
•baekled,  and  that  they  would  meet  all  questions 
in  a  bold,  candid,  and  fearless  spirit. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  desired  to  say  a  word 
with  a  view,  not  to  the  mere  question  of  right, 
but  upon  the  question  of  policy.  There  were 
now,  in  all,  one  hundred  and  forty-five  rules;  and 
it  was  within  bis  own  recollection  when  eight  or 
ten  comprised  all  that  were  necessary,  and  when 
the  previous  question  was  scarcely  demanded 
onee  in  a  year;  when,  in  fact,  it  was  never  re- 
sorted to  until  there  had  been  some  outrageous 
aboae  of  the  freedom  of  debate.  Restraint  al- 
ways begets  a  necessity  for  further  restriction. 
Every  increase  of  power  creates  a  necessity  for  a 
further  increase;  and  though  they  had  not  a  dic- 
tator, physically  or  de  facto,  yet  they  had  what 
was  tantamount,  in  having  tnat  which  acted  as 
arbitrarily  by  a  moral  force.  What  was  the  dif- 
ference between  being  coerced  by  a  resolution, 
and  being  coerced  by  arbitrary  power?  He  had 
feh  the  Kiree  of  both  kinds  of  coercion,  and  he 
thought  the  time  would  yet  come  when  they 
would  be  obliged  to  recur  to  first  principles.  One 
party,  having  power  to-day,  abuses  it;  the  other 
party  comes  in,  and  attempts  to  m&ke  permanent 
the  very  acta  which  led  to  their  destruction.  Was 
such  the  course  which  should  characterize  a  rep- 
resentative assembly  under  a  republican  form  of 
govemmeDt?  Those  who  come  here  should  not 
corse  to  represent  themselves,  but  as  trustees  to 
represent  the  rights  of  others.  And  they  had 
better  not  infringe  upon  the  freedom  of  discus- 
sion, for' the  policy  of  the  thing  alone.  This  rule 
never  had  answered  a  good  purpose,  and  it  never 
would.  He  hoped,  also,  that  very  many  of  them 
would  be  very  considerably  modified.  They 
came  there  as  much  for  the  purpose  of  speaking 
as  of  acting;aDd  he  contended  that  as  much  good 
was  done  by  speaking  as  by  any  thing  else.  They 


were  assembled  to  represent  the  interests  of  their 
common  country,  two  thousand  miles  in  extent 
— living  at  an  immense  distance,  and  unknown 
to  each  other  previous  to  that  meeting.    It  was  | 
highly  necessary  that  the  fullest  and  freest  inter- 
change of  thought  should  take  place.    He  had  ' 
voted  against  the  adoption  of  this  rule  originally,  ' 
because  he  did  not  consider  it  right  to  limit  dis- 
cussion.   The  House,  he  thought,  was  governed 
too  much.    There  Wbs  no  necessity  for  such  a 
black  code  as  they  ^ad  enacted  for  their  own 
government.  They  had  already  one  hundred  and 
forty-five  rules,  and  would  probably,  in  a  short 
time,  have  as  many  more,  and  then  half  their 
time  would  be  taken  up  in  suspending  them. 

Mr.  WISE  made  some  remarks  in  reply  to 
Mr.  Hopkins,  and  in  favor  of  the  aniendment. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  carried  in 
the  aflirmative  without  a  division. 

Mr.  WISE  then  moved  a  further  amendment, 
providing  that  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  Twen- 
ty-Seventh Congress  be  adopted,  until  a  commit- 
tee of  nitie  should  report  a  revision  of  them,  and 
!  said  report  be  disposed  nf. 
i  Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  gave  notice  that  he 
would  to-morrow  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for 
the  benefit  of  General  Andrew  Jackson. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WELLE|l,  it  was 

Re$olvti,  That  the  House  w^l  in  ruturu  meet  St  twelve 
o'clock  until  fiirtlicr  ordered. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
Tdesdat,  Deeembtr  5, 1843. 

The  following  Senators,  in  addition  to  those 
who  were  announced  yesterday,  appeared  in  their 
seats  to-day :  '• 

Mr.  Sevier,  of  Arkansas;  Mr.  Batahd,  of 
Delaware;  Mr.  McDorriE,  of  South  Carolina; 
Mr.  PoaTER,  of  Michigan;  and  Mr.  Berrien,  of 
Georgia. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  ftODSE. 

A  message  was  received  froih  the  House  of 
Representatives,  by  Matthew  St.  ClairClarke, 
their  Cierk,  informing  the  Senate  that  the  House 
had  organized  by  the  election  of  the  Hon.  John  j 
W.  Jones,  of  Virginia,  Speaker,  and  that  they 
were  ready  to  proceed  to  business.  Also,  that 
they  had,  undera  resolution  adopted  for  that  pur- 
pose, appointed  Messra.  C.  J.  Inoersoll,  Wise, 
and  Thompson,  a  committee  on  their  part,  to  join 
such  committee  as  might  be  appointed  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate,  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the 
United  Slates,  and  inform  him  that  a  quorum  of 
the  two  Houses  of  Congress  had  assembled  and 
organized  for  business,  and  were  ready  to  receive 
any  communications  he  might  be  pleased  to  make 
to  them;  and  the  House  asked  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate  in  the  resolution  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  joint  committee. 

CREDENTIALS 

The  PRESIDENT  presented  the  credentials 
of  Hon.  Ambrose  H.  Sevier,  elected  by  the  Le- 
gislature of  Arkansas  a  Senator  from  tnat  State 
for  six  years  from  and  after  the  4th  day  of  March 
last.    He  was  qualified. 

Also,  the  credentials  of  Hon,  Georqk  Mc- 
DorpiE,  elected  by  the  Legislature  of  South  Car- 
olina a  Senator  from  that  State  for  six  years  from 
and  after  the  4th  day  of  Mareh  last.  He  was 
qualified. 

Mr.  PHELPS  moved  that  the  Senate  concur 
in  the  message  of  the  House  for  the  appointment 
of  a  committee  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the 
United  States;  and  that  the  President  appoint  two 
Senators  a  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate 
for  that  purpose. 
.    The  questions  were  put  and  agreed  to. 

The  PRESIDENT  appointed  Mr.  Phelps,  of 
Vermont,  and  Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  the  said 
committee;  who  retired  for  the  purpose  indicated. 

JOINT  RULES. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  submitted  a  resolution  so  to 
amend  the  joint  rules  of  the  two  Houses,  as  to 
authorize  the  appointment  of  a  joint  committee 
to  superintend  and  direct  the  disbursement  of  the 
fund  appropriated  for  the  purchase  of  books  for 
the  use  of  the  Library  of  Congress,  and  for  other 
purposes.  It  lies  on  the  table  one  day  under  the 
rule. 


RESOLUTIONS  OF  HEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

Mr.WOODBURY  presented  fesolutions  adopt- 
ed bjr  the  Legislature  of  New  Hampshire,  in- 
structing Senators,  and  requesting  the  Repre- 
sentatives from  that  State,  to  vote  (or  the  uncon- 
ditional refunding  of  the  fine  imposed  on  Major 
General  Andrew  Jackson,  by  JucTge  Hall,  of  Lou- 
isiana, in  1815.  On  Mr.  W.'s  motion,  they  were 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  for  the  present,  and 
be  printed. 

STANDING  COMMITTEES. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  BAYARD,  it  was 
RaoUeJ,  That  the  S4ih  Joint  rule  be  diapenwd  with,  so 
u  to  authorize  the  President  to  appoint  tile  atandini  com- 
mittees o(  the  Senate  for  tlie  present  session. 

NOTICE  OF  A  BILL. 

Mr.  MERRICK  gave  notice  that  he  would,  at 
the  earliest  day  practicable,  ask  leave  to  bring  in 
a  bill  to  reduce  the  present  rates  of  postage  in  the 
United  States.  -Also,  a  bill  for  the  better  regula- 
tion of  the  transportation  of  the  mails  or  the 
United  States. 

president's  MESSAGE. 

Mr.  PHELPS,  from  the  joint  committee -ap- 
pointed on  the  part  of  the  ^nate  to  wait  on  the 
President  and  inform  him  that  Congress  were 
ready  to  proceed  to  business,  and  to  receive  from 
him  any  communication  he  might  be  pleased  to 
make,  stated  that  the  committee  had  performed 
that  service,  and  received  for  answer  from  the 
President,  that  be  would  make  his  ususiol  eon^- 
munication,  in  writing,  to  both  Houses  of  Con- 
gress immediately.    Subsequently 

A  message  in  writing  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  Unitetf  States,  by  the  hands  of 
John  Ttler,  jr.,  his  Secretary,  at  half  past  one 
o'clock.    It  was  read  to  the  Senate,  as  follows: 
To  Uu  SentUt  and 

Hou$t  of  RtfTtttntaHvtt  tftht  Ututed  Slate$: 

If  any  people  ever  had  cause  to  rendernp  thanks 
to  the  Supreme  Being  for  parental  care  and  pro- 
tection extended  to  them  in  all  the  trials  and  dif- 
ficulties to  which  they  have  been  from  time  to 
time  exposed,  we  certainly  are  that  people.  From 
the  first  settlement  of  our  forefathers  on  this  con- 
tinent; through  the  dangers  attendant  upon  the 
occupation  of  a  savage  wilderness;  through  a  long 
period  of  colonial  dependence;  througlfthe  war  of 
the  Revolution;  in  the  wisdom  which  ted  to  the 
adoption  of  the  existing  republican  forms  of  gov- 
ernment; in  the  hazards  incident  to  a  war  suDse- 
quently  waged  with  one  of  the  most  powerful 
nations  of  the  earth;  in  the  increase  of  our  popu- 
lation; in  the  spread  of  the  arts  and  sciences,  and 
in  the  strength  and  durability  conferred  on  polit- 
ical institutions  emanating  (rom  the  people,  and 
sustained  by  their  will,  the  superintendence  of  an 
overruling  Providence  has  been  plainly  visible. 
As  preparatory,  therefore,  to  entering  once  more 
upon  the  high  duties  of  legislation,  it  becomes  as 
humbly  to  acknowledge  our  dependence  upon 
Him  as  our  Guide  and  Protector,  and  to  implore 
a  continuance  of  His  parental  watchfulness  over 
our  beloved  country.  We  have  new  cause  for  the 
expression  of  our  gratitude  in  the  preservation  of 
the  health  of  our  fellow-citizens,  with  some  portiid 
and  local  exceptions,  during  the  past  season;  for 
the  abundance  with  which  the  earth  has  yielded 
up  its  fruits  to  the  laboraof  the  husbandman;  for 
the  renewed  activity  which  has  been  imparted  to 
commerce;  for  the  revival  of  trade  in  all  its  de- 
partments; for  the  increased  rewards  attendant 
on  the  exercise  of  the  mechanic  arts;  for  the  con- 
tinued growth  of  our  population,  and  the  rapidly- 
reviving  prosperity  of  the  whole  country.  I  shall 
be  permitted  to  exchange  eongratulauons  with 
yon,  gentlemen  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress, 
on  these  auspicious  circumstances,  and  to  assure 
you,  in  advance,  of  my  ready  disposition  to  con- 
cur with  you  in  the  adoption  of  all  such  measures 
OS  shall  be  calculated  to  increase  the  happiness  of 
our  constituents,  and  to  advance  the  glory  of  our 
common  country. 

Since  the  last  adjournment  of  Congress,  the 
Executive  has  relaxed  no  effort  to  render  inde- 
structible the  relations  of  amity  which  so  happily 
exist  between  the  United  States  and  other  coun- 
tries The  treaty  lately  concluded  with  Great 
Britain  has  tended  greatly  to  inscrease  the  good 
underetanding  which  a  reciprocity  of  interest  is 
calculated  to  encourage,  and  it  is  most  ardently 
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to  be  hoped  that  nothing  may  transpire  to  inter- 
rupt the  relations  of  amity  which  it  is  so  obviously 
the  policy  of  both  nations  to  cultirate. 

A  question  of  much  importance  still  remains  to. 
be  adjusted  between  them.  The  territorial  limits 
of  (he  two  countries  in  relation  to  what  is  com- 
monly known  as  the  Oregon  Territory,  still  re- 
main in  dispute.  The  United  States  would  be  at 
all  times  indisposed  to  aggrandize  themselves  at 
the  expense  of  any  other  nation,  but  while  they 
would  be  restrained  by  principlesof  honor,  which 
should  govern  the  conduct  of  nations  as  well  as 
that  of  individuals,  from  setting  up  a  demand  for 
territory  which  does  not  belong  to  them,  they 
would  as  unwillingly  consent  to  a,surrender  of 
their  rights.  After  the  most  rigid,  and,  as  far  as 
practicable,  unbiased  examination  of  the  subject, 
the  United  'States  have  always  contended  that 
their  rights  appertain  to  the  entire  region  of  coun- 
try lying  on  the  Pacific,  and  embraced  within  420 
and  54°  40'  of  north  latitude.  This  claim  being 
controverted  by  Great  Britain,  those  who  have 
preceded  the  present  Executive — actuated,  no 
doubt,  by  an  earnest  desire  to  adjust  the  matter 
upon  terms  mutually  satisfactory  to  both  coun- 
tries— have  caused  to  be  submitted  to  the  British 
Government  propositions  for  settlement  and  final 
adjustment,  which,  however,  have  nqt  proved 
heretofore  acceptable  to  it.  Our  Minister  at  Lon- 
don has,  under  instructions,  again  brought  the 
subject  to  the  consideration  of  that  Government; 
and  while' nothing  will  be  done  locompromit  the 
rights  or  honor  of  the  United  States,  every  prop- 
er expedient  will  be  resorted  to,  in  order  to  bring 
the  negotiation  now  in  the  progress  of  resumption 
to  aspeedy  and  happy  termination.  In  the  mean 
time  It  is  proper  to  remark,  that  many  of  our  cit- 
izensareeitheral  ready  established  in  the  territory, 
or  are  on  their  way  thither  for  the  purpose  of 
forming  permanent  settlements,  while  others  are 
preparing  to  follow;  and  in  view  of  these  facta,  I 
must  repeat  the  recommendation  contained  in  pre- 
vious messages,  for  the  establishment  of  military 
posts,  at  such  places  on  the  line  of  travel  as  will 
furnish  security  and  protection  to  our  hardy  ad- 
venturers against  hostile  tribes  of  Indians  inhab- 
iting those  extensive  regions.  Our  laws  should 
also  follow  them,  so  modified  as  the  circumstan- 
ces of  the  case  may  seem  to  require.  Under  the 
influence  of  our  free  system  of  government,  new 
republics  are  destined  to  spring  up,  at  no  distant 
day,  on  the  shores  of  the  Pacific,  similar  in  poli- 
cy and  in  feeling  to  those  existing  on  this  side  of 
the  Rocky  mountains,  and  giving  a  wider  and 
more  extensive  spread  to  the  principles  of  civil 
and  religious  liberty. 

1  am  nappy  to  inform  you  that  the  cases  which 
have  arisen,  from  time  to  time,  of  the  detention 
of  American  vessels  by  British  craisers  on  the 
coast  of  Africa,  under  pretense  of  being  engaged 
in  the  slave  trade,  have  been  placed  in  a  fair  train 
,  of  adjustment.  In  the  case  of  William  and  Fran- 
cis, full  satisfaction  will  be  allowed.  In  the  cases 
of  the  Tygris  and  Seamew,  the  British  Goverir- 
ment  admits  that  satisfaction  is  due.  In  the  case 
of  the  Jones,  the  sum  accruing  from  the  sale  of 
that  vessel  and  cargo  will  be  paid  to  the  owners, 
while  I  cannot  but  flatter  myself  that  full  indem- 
nification will  be  allowed  for  all  damages  sus- 
tained by  the  detention  of  the  vessel;  and  in  the 
case  of  the  Douglass,  her  Majesty's  Government 
has  expressed  its  determination  to  make  indem- 
nification. Strong  hopes  are  therefore  entertained 
that  most,  if  notall  of  these  cases,  will  be  speedily 
adjusted.  No  new  cases  have  arisen  since  the 
ratification  of  the  treaty  of  Washington;  and  it  is 
confidently  anticipated  that  the  slave  trade,  under 
the  operation  of  the  eighth  article  of  that  treaty, 
will  be  altogether  suppressed. 

The  occasional  interruption  experienced  by  oar 
fellow-citizens  engaged  in  the  fisheries  on  the 
neighboring  coast  of  Nova  Scotia  has  not  failed 
to  claim  the  attention  of  the  Executive.  Repre- 
sentations upon  this  subject  have  been  made;  but, 
as  yet,  no  definitive  answer  to  those  representa- 
tions has  been  received  from  the  British  Govern- 
ment. 

Two  other  subjects  of  comparatively  minor  im- 
portance, but  nevertheless  of  too  much  conse- 
sequence  to  be  neglected,  remain  still  to  be  ad- 
justed between  the  two  countries.  By  the  treaty 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  of 
July,  1815,  it  is  provided  that  no  higher  duties 
shall  be  levied  in  either  country  on  article*  im- 


ported from  the  other,  than  on  the  same  articles 
imported  from  ^ny  other  place.  In  1836,  rough 
rice,  by  act  of  Parliament,  was  admitted  from  the 
coast  of  Africa  into  Great  Britain  on  the  payment 
of  a  duty  of  one  penny  a  quarter,  while  ihesame 
article  from  all  other  countries,  including  the  Uni- 
ted States,  was  subjected  to  the  payment  of  a  duty 
of  twenty  shillings  a  quarter.  Our  Minister  at 
London  has,  from  time  to  time,  brought  this  sub- 
ject to  thn  consideration  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment, but,  so  far,  without  success.  He  is  in- 
structed to  renew  his  representations  upon  it. 

Some  years  since,  a  claim  was  preferred  against 
the  British  Government  on  the  part  of  certain 
American  merchants,  for  the  return  of  export  du- 
ties paid  by  them  on  shipments  of  woolen  goods 
to  the  United  Slates,  after  the  duty  on  similar 
articles  exported  to  other  countries  had  been  re- 
pealed, and  consequently  in  contravention  of  the 
commercial  convention  between  the  two  nations, 
securing  to  us  equality  in  such  cases.  The  prin- 
ciple on  which  the  claim  rests  has  long  since  been 
virtually  admitted  by  Great  Britain;  butobstaclcs 
to  a  setttlcinent  have,  from  time  to  time,  been  in- 
terposed, so  that  a  large  portion  of  the  amount 
claimed  has  not  yet  been  refunded.  Our  minister 
is  now  engaged  in  the  prosecution  of  the  claim, 
and  I  cannot  but  persuade  myself  that  the  Brit- 
ish Government  will  no  longer  delay  its  adjust- 
ment. 

i  am  happy  to  be  able  to  say  that  nothing  has 
occurred  to  disturb  in  any  degree  the  relations  of 
amity  which  exist  between  the  United  States  and 
France,  Austria,  and  Russia,  as  well  as  with  the 
other  Powers  of  Europe,  since  the  adjournment 
of  Congress.  Spain  has  been  agitated  with  in- 
ternal convulsions  for  many  years,  from  the  eflects 
of  which  it  is  to  be  hoped  she  is  destined  speed- 
ily to  recover;  when,  under  a  more  liberal  system 
of  commercial  policy  on  her  part,  our  trade  with 
her  may  again  fill  its  old  and,  so  far  as  her  conti- 
nental possessions  are  concerned,  its  almost  for- 
saken channels;  thereby  adding  to  the  mutual 
prosperity  of  the  two  nations. 

The  Germanic  Association  of  Customs  and 
Commerce,  which, since  its  establishment  in  1833, 
has  been  steadily  growing  in  power  and  import- 
ance,and  conaisisat  this  time  of  more  than  twenty 
German  Slates,  and  embraces  a  population  of 
twenty-seven  millions  of  people  united  for  all  the 
purposes  of  commercial  intercourse  with  each 
other  and  with  foreign  States,  offers  to  the  latter 
the  most  valuable  exchanges  on  principles  mor.e 
liberal  than  are  oflered  in  ihe  fiscal  system  of  any 
other  European  Power.    From  its  origin,  the  im- 

fiortance  of  the  German  Union  has  never  been 
ost  sight  of  by  the  United  States.  The  industry, 
morality,  and  other  valuable  qualities  of  the  Ger- 
man nation,  have  always  been  well  known  and 
appreciated.  On  this  subject  I  invite  the  atten- 
tion of  Congress  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  State,  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that,  while 
our  cotton  is  admitted  free  of  duty,  and  the  duty 
on  rice  has  been  much  reduced,  (which  has  al- 
ready led  to  a  greatly  increased  consumption,)  a 
strong  disposition  has  been  recently  evinced  by 
that  great  body'to  reduce,  upon  certain  condi- 
tions, their  present  duty  on  tobacco.  This  being 
the  first  intimation  of  a  concession  on  this  inter- 
esting subject  ever  made  by  any  European  Power, 
I  cannot  but  regard  itas  well  calculated  to  remove 
the  only  impediment  which  has  so  far  existed  to 
the  moat  liberal  commercial  intercourse  between 
us  and  them.  In  this  view,  our  Minister  at  Ber- 
lin, who  has  heretofore  industriously  pursued  the 
subject,  has  been  instructed  to  enter  upon  the  ne- 
gotiation of  a  commercial  treaty,  which,  while  it 
will  open  new  advantages  to  the  agricultural  in- 
terests of  the  United  States,  and  a  more  free  and 
expanded  field  for  commercial  operations,  will 
afiiect  injuriously  no  existing  interest  of  the  Union. 
Should  the  negotiation  be  crowned  with  success, 
its  results  will  be  communicated  to  both  Houses 
of  Congress. 

I  communicate  herewith  certain  dispatches  re- 
ceived from  our  Minister  at  Mexico,  and  also  a 
correspondence  which  has  recently  occurred  be- 
tween the  Envoy  from  that  Republic  and  the  Sec- 
retary of  State.  It  must  be  regarded  as  not  a  little 
extraordinary  that  the  Government  of  Mexico, 
in  anticipation  of  a  public  discussion,  which  it 
has  been  pleased  to  infer,  from  newspaper  publi- 
cations, as  likely  to  take  place  in  Congress,  re- 
lating to  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United 


States,  should  have  so  far  anticipated  the  result 
of  such  discussion  as  to  have  announced  its  de- 
termination to  visit  any  such  anticipated  derision 
by  a  formal  declaraiion  of  war  against  the  United 
States.  If  designed  to  prevent  Congress  from 
introducing  that  question  as  a  fit  subject  for  its 
calm  deliberation  and  final  judgment,  the  Execu- 
tive has  no  reason  to  doubt  that  it  will  entirely 
fail  of  its  object.  The  representatives  of  a  brave 
and  patriotic  people  will  suffer  no  apprehension 
of  future  consequences  to  embarrass  them  in  the 
course  of  their  proposed  deliberations.  Nor  will 
the  executive  department  of  the  Government  fail, 
for  any  such  cause,  to  discharge  its  whole  duty 
to  (he  country. 

The  war  which  has  existed  for  so  long  a  time 
between  Mexico  and  Texas  has,  since  the  battle 
of  San  Jacinto,  consisted,  for  the  most  part,  of 
predatory  incursions,  which,  while  they  have 
been  attended  with  much  of  suffering  to  individ- 
uals, and  have  kept  the  borders  of  the  two  coun- 
tries in  a  state  of  constant  alarm,  have  failed  to  ap- 
proach to  any  definitive  result.  Mexico  has  fitted 
out  no  formidable  armament,  by  land  or  by  sea, 
fur  the  subjugation  of  Texas.  Kight  years  have 
now  elapsed  since  Texas  declared  her  independ- 
ence of  Mexico,  and  during  that  time  she  has 
been  recognized  as  a  sovereign  Power  by  several 
of  the  principal  civilized  States.  Mexico,  neyer- 
thelcss,  perseveres  in  her  plans  of  reconquest,  and 
refuses  to  recognize  her  independence.  The  pred- 
atory incursions  to  which  I  have  alluded  have 
been  attended, in  one  instance,  with  the  breaking 
up  of  the  courts  of  justice,  by  the  seizing  upon 
the  personsof  the  judges,  jury,  and  officers  of  the 
court,  and  dragging  them  along  with  unarmed, 
and  therefore  non-combatant,  citizens,  into  a  cruel 
and  oppressive  bondage;  thus  leaving  crime  to  go 
unpunished  and  immorality  to  pass  uoreproved. 
A  border  warfare  .is  evermore  to  be  deprecated, 
and  over  such  a  war  as  has  existed  for  an  many 
years  between  these  two  States  humanity  has  hail 
great  cause  to  lament.  Nor  is  such  a  condition 
of  things  to  be  deplored  only  because  of  the  indi- 
vidual suffering  attendant  upon  it.  The  eflects 
arc  far  more  extensive.  The  Creator  of  the  Uni- 
verse has  given  man  the  earth  for  his  resdng  place, 
and  its  fruits  for  his  subsistence.  Whatever, 
therefore,  shall  make  the  first,  or  any  part  of  it, 
a  scene  of  desolation,  affects  injuriously  his  her- 
itage, and  may  be  regarded  as  a  general  calamity. 
Wars  may  sometimes  be  necessary;  but  all  na- 
tions have  a  common  interest  in  bringing  them 
speedily  to  a  close.  The  United  States  have  an . 
immediate  interest  in  seeing  an  end  put  to  the 
stale  of  hostilities  existing  between  Mexico  and 
Texas.  They  are  our  neighbors,  of  the  same  con- 
tinent, with  whom  we  are  not  only  desirous  of 
cultivating  the  relations  of  amity,  but  of  the  most 
extended  commercial  intercourse,  and  to  practice 
all  the  rites  of  a  neighborhood  hospitality.  Our 
own  interests  are  deeply  involved  in  the  matter, 
since,  however  neutral  maybe  our  course  of  pol- 
icy,  we  cannot  hope  to  escape  the  efifects  of  a  spirit 
of  jealousy  on  the  part  of  both  of  Ihe  Powers, 
Nor  can  this  Government  he  indifferent  to  the  fact 
that  a  warfare,  such  as  is  waged  between  those 
two  nations,  is  calculated  to  weaken  both  Powers, 
and  finally  to  render  them,  and  especially  the 
weaker  of  the  two,  the  subjects  of  interference 
oft  the  part  of  stronger  and  more  powerful  nations 
which,  intent  only  on  advancing  their  own  pecu- 
liar views,  may  sooner  or  later  attempt  to  bring 
about  a  compliance  of  terms,  as  the  condition  of 
their  interposition,  alike  derogatory  to  the  nation 
granting  them,  and  detrimental  to  the  interests  of 
the  United  States.  We  could  not  be  expected  qui- 
etly to  permit  any  such  interference  to  our  dis- 
advantage. 

Considering  that  Texas  is  separated  from  the 
United  States  by  a  mere  geographical  line;  that 
her  territory,  in  the  opinion  of  many,  formed  a 
portion  of  the  territory  of  the  United  Stales;  that 
It  is  homogeneous  in  its  population  and  pursuits 
with  the  adjoining  States, and  makes  contribution* 
to  the  commerce  of  the  world  in  the  same  article* 
with  them;  and  that  most  of  her  inhabitants  have 
been  citizens  of  the  United  States;  speak  the  same 
language,  end  live  under  similar  political  instita- 
tions  with  ourselves — this  Government  is  bound, 
by  every  consideration  of  interest,  as  well  as  of 
sympathy,  to  see  that  she  shall  be  left  free  to  act, 
especially  in  regard  to  her  domestic  aflViirs,  un- 
awed  by  force,  and  unredrained  by  the  policy  or 
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view!  of  other  eountrie*.  In  full  view  of  all  these 
considerations,  the  Execalive  has  not  hesitated  to 
express  to  the  GoTernment  of  Mexico  how  deeply 
it  deprecated  a  continuance  of  the  war,  and  how 
anxiously  it  desired  to  witness  its  termination.  I 
cannot  but  think  that  it  becomes  the  United  States, 
as  the  oldest  of  the  American  Republics,  to  hold 
a  language  to  Mexico  upon  this  subject  of  an 
unambiguous  character.  It  is  time  that  this  war 
had  ceased.  There  must  be  a  limit  to  all  wars; 
and  ifthcparentSiate,  after  an  eight  years' strug- 
gle,.has  failed  to  reduce  to  submission  a  portion 
of  its  subjects  standing  out  in  revolt  agnmst  it,' 
and  who  nave  not  only  proclaimed  themselves  to 
be  independent,  but  have  been  recognized  as  such 
by  other  Powers,  she  ought  not  to  expect  that 
other  nations  will  quietly  look,  to  their  obvious 
injury,  upon  a  protraction  of  hostilities.  These 
United  States  threw  off  their  colonial  dependence, 
and  established  independent  governments;  and 
Great  Britain,  after  having  wasted  her  energies 
in  the  attempt  to  subdue  them  for  a  less  period 
than  Mexico  has  attempted  to  subjugate  Texas, 
had  the  wisdom  and  justice  to  acknowledge  their 
independence,  thereby  recognizing  the  obligation 
which  rested  on  her  as  one  of  the  family  of  na- 
tions. An  example  thus  set  by  oneof  the  proudest, 
as  well  as  roost  powerful  nations  of  the  earth,  it 
could  in  no  way  disparage  Mexico  to  imitate. 
While,  therefore,  the  Executive  would  deplore 
any  collision  with  Mexico,  or  any  disturbance  of 
the  friendly  relations  which  exist  between  the  two 
eountrie},  it  cannot  permit  that  Government  to 
control  its  policy,  whatever  it  may  be,  towards 
Texas;  but  will  treat  her — as,  by  the  recognition 
of  her  independence,  the  United  States  have  long 
■ince  declared  they  would  do — as  entirely  inde- 
pendent of  Mexico.  The  high  obligations  of  pub- 
lie  duly  may  enforce  from  the  constituted  author- 
ities of  the  United  States  a  policy  which  the 
course  persevered  in  by  Mexico  will  have  mainly 
contributed  to  produce;  and  the  Executive ,  in  such 
a  contingency,  will,  with  confidence,  throw  itself 
upon  the  patriotism  of  the  people  to  sustain  the 
Government  in  its  course  of  action. 

Measures  of  an  unusual  character  have  recently 
been  adopted  by  the  Mexican  Government,  cal- 
culated in  no  small  degree  to  affect  the  trade  of 
other  nations  with  Mexico,  and  to  operate  inju- 
riously to  the  United  States.  All  fgreigners,  by 
a  decree  of  the  33d  day  of  September,  and  after 
six  months  from  the  day  of  its  promulgation,  are 
forbidden  to  carry  on  the  business  of  selling  by 
retail  any  goods  within  the  confines  of  Mexico. 
Against  this  decree  our  Minister  has  not  failed  to 
remonstrate. 

The  trade  heretofore  carried  on  by  our  citi- 
zens with  Santa  F£,  in  which  much  capital  was 
already  invested,  and  which  was  becoming  of 
daily  increasing  importance,  has  suddenly  been 
arrested  by  a  decree  of  virtual  prohibition  on  the 
part  of  the  Mexican  Government.  Whatever 
may  be  the  right  of  Mexico  to  prohibit  any  par- 
ticular course  of  trade  to  the  citizens  or  subjects 
of  foreign  Powers,  this  late  procedure,  to  say  the 
least  of  it,  wears  a  harsh  and  unfriendly  aspect. 

The  installments  on  the  claims  recently  settled 
by  the  convention  with  Mexico  have  been  punc- 
tually paid  as  they  have  Allien  due,  and  our  min- 
ister is  engaged  in  urging  the  establishment  of  a 
new  comgsission,  in  pursuance  of  the  convention 
for  the  settlement  of  unadjusted  claims.  . 

With  the  other  American  States  our  relations 
of  amity  and  good  will  have  remained  uninter- 
rupted. Our  Minister  near  the  Republic  of  New 
Granada  has  succeeded  in  effecting  an  adjustment 
of  the  claim  upon  that  Government  for  the  schoon- 
er By  Chance,  which  has  been  pending  formany 
years.  The  claim  for  the  brig  Morris,  which  had 
Its  origin  during  the  existence  of  the  Republic  of 
Colombia,  and  indemnification  for  which,  since 
the  dissolution  of  that  Republic,  has  devolved  on 
its  several  members,  will  be  urged  witb  renewed 
.zeal. 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  saying  that  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Brazil  has  adjusted  the  claim  upon 
that  Government  in  the  case  of  the  schooner  John 
8.  Bryan,  and  that  sanguine  hopes  are  enter- 
tained that  the  same  spirit  of  justice  will  influ- 
ence its  councils  in  arriving  at  an  early  decision 
upon  the  remaining  claims;  thereby  removing  all 
cause  of  dissension  between  the  two  Powers 
whose  interests  are,  to  some  extent,  interwoven 
with  each  other. 


Our  Minister  at  Chili  has  succeeded  in  inducing 
a  recognition  by  that  Government  of  the  adjust- 
ment effec.ted  by  his  predecessor  of  the  first  claims 
in  the  case  of^  the  Macedonian.  The  first  in- 
stallment has  been  received  by  the  claimants  in 
the  United  States. 

Notice  of  the  exchange  of  ratifications  of  the 
treaty  with  Peru,  which  will  take  place  at  Lima, 
has  not  yet  reached  this  country,  but  is  expected 
shortly  to  be  received,  when  the  claims  upon  that 
Republic  will  doubtless  be  liquidated  and  paid. 

In  consequence  of  a  misunderstanding  between 
this  Government  and  that  of  Buenos  Ayres,  oc- 
curring several  years  ago,  this  Government  has 
remained  unrepresented  at  that  court,  while  a 
minister  from  it  has  been  constantly  resident 
here.  The  causes  of  irritation  have,  in  a  great 
measure,  passed  away,  and  itis  in  contemplation, 
in  view  of  important  interests  which  have  grown 
up  in  that  country,  at  some  early  period  during 
the  present  session  of  Congtess,  with  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate,  to  restore  diplomatic  rela- 
tions between  the  two  countries. 

Undfr  the  provisions  of  an  act  of  Congress  of 
the  last  session,  a  minister  was  dispatched  from 
the  United  States  to  Qthina,  in  August  of  the 
present  year;  who,  from  the  latest  accounts  we 
nave  from  him,  was  at  Suez,  in  Egypt,  on  the 
25th  of  September  last,  on  his  route  to  China. 

In  regard  to  the  Indian  tribes  residing  within 
our  jurisdictional  limits,  the  greatest  vigilance  of 
the  Government  has  been  exerted  to  preserve 
them  at  peace  among  themselves,  and  to  inspire 
them  with  feelings  of  confidence  in  the  justice  of 
this  Government,  and  to  cultivate  friendship  with 
the  border  inhabitants.  This  has  happily  suc- 
ceeded to  a  great  extent;  but  it  is  a  subject  of 
regret  that  they  suflTer  themselves,  in  some  in- 
stances, to  be  imposed  upon  by  artful  and  design- 
ing men;  and  this,  notwithstanding  all  the  efforts 
of  the  Government  to  prevent  it. 

The  receipts  into  the  Treasury  for  the  calendar 
year  1843,  exclusive  of  loans,  were  a  little  more 
than  eighteen  million  dollars;  and  the  expendi- 
tures, exclusive  of  payments  on  the  public  debt, 
will  have  been  about  twenty-three  million  dollars. 
By  the  act  of  1842,  a  new  arrangement  of  the  fis- 
cal year  was  made,  so  that  it  should  commence 
on  the  1st  day  of  July  in  each  year.  The  ac- 
counts and  estimates  for  the  current  fiscal  year 
will  show  that  the  loans  and  Treasury  notes  msde 
and  issued  before  the  close  of  the  last  Congress, 
to  meet  the  anticipated  deficiency,  have  not  been 
entirely  adequate.  Although  on  the  1st  of  Oc- 
tober last,  there  was  a  balance  in  the  Treasury, 
in  consequence  of  the  provision  thus  made,  of 
$3,914,083  77,  yet  the  appropriations  already 
made  by  Congress  will  absorb  that  balance,  and 
leave  a'  probable  deficiency  of  $2,000,000  at  the 
dose  of  the  present  fiscal  year.  There  are  out- 
standing Treasury  notes  to  about  the  amount  of 
four  million  six  hundred  thousand  dollars;  and 
should  they  be  returned  upon  the  Treasury  dur- 
ing the  fiscal  year,  they  will  require  provision  for 
their  redemption.  I  do  not,  however,  regard  this 
as  probable,  since  they  have  obviously  entered 
into  the  currency  of  the  country,  and  will  con- 
tinue to  form  a  portion  of  it,  if  the  system  now 
adopted  be  continued.  The  loan  of  1841,  amount- 
ing to  93,672,976  88,  falls  due  on  the  1st  of  Jan- 
uary, 1845,  and  must  be  provided  for,  or  post- 
poned by  a  new  loan.  And  unless  the  resources 
of  revenue  should  be  materially  increased  by  you, 
there  will  be  a  probable  deficiency  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1845,  of 
upwards  of  four  million  dollars. 

The  delusion  incident  to  an  enormously  exces- 
sive paper  circulation,  which  gave  a  fictitious 
value  to  everything,  and  stimulated  ad  venture  and 
speculation  to  an  extravagant  extent,  has  been 
happily  succeeded  by  the  substitution  of  the  pre- 
cious metals,  and  paper  promptly  redeemable  in 
specie;  and  thus  false  values  have  disappeared, 
and  a  sounder  condition  of  things  has  been  intro- 
duced. This  transition,  althougn  intimately  con- 
nected with  the  prosperity  of  the  country,  has, 
nevertheless,  been  attended  with  much  embar- 
rassment to  the  Government  in  its  financial  con- 
cerns. So  long  as  the  foreign  importers  could  re- 
ceive payment  for  their  cargoes  in  a  currency  of 
greatly  less  value  than  that  in  Europe,  but  fuHy 
available  here  in  the  purchase  of  eur  agricultural 
productions,  (their  profits  being  immeasurably 
augmented  by  the  operation,)  the  shipments  were 


large,  and  the  revenues  of  the  Opvernment  be- 
came superabundant.  But  the  change  in  the  char- 
acter of  the  circulation,  from  a  nominal  and  ap- 
parently real  value,  in  the  first  stages  of  us 
ekistence,  to  an  obviously  depreciated  value  in  its 
second ,  so  that  it  no  longer  answered  the  purposes 
of  exchange  or  barter,  and  its  ultimate  substitu- 
tion by  a  sound  metallic  and  paper  circulation 
combined,  has  been  attended  by  diminished  im- 
portations, and  a  consequent  falling  off  in  tbo 
revenue.  This  has  induced  Congress,  from  f837, 
to  resort  to  the  expedient  of  issuing  Treasury 
notes,  and  finally  of  funding  them,  in  order  to  sup- 
ply deficiencies.  I  cannot,  nowever,  withhold  the 
remark,  that  it  is  in  no  way  compatible  with  the 
dignity  of  the  Government  that  a  public  debt 
should  be  created  in  time  of  peace  to  meet  the 
curreifl  expenses  of  the  Government,  or  that  tem- 

fiorary  expedients  should  be  resorted  to  an  hour 
onger  than  it  is  possible  to  avoid  them.  The  Ex- 
ecutive can  do  no  more  than  apply  the  means 
which  Congress  places  in  its  hnnds  for  the  sup- 
port of  Government;  and  happily  for  the  good  of 
the  country,  and  for  the  preservation  of  its  lib- 
erties, it  possesses  no  power  to  levy  exactions  on 
the  people,  or  to  force  from  them  contributions 
to  the  public  revenue  in  any  form.  It  can  only 
recommend  such  measures  as  may,  in  its  opinion, 
be  called  for  by  the  wants  of  the  public  service, 
tu  Congress,  with  whom  alone  rests  the  power  to 
"lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  ex-  ^ 
cises."  This  duty  has,  upon  several  occasions, 
heretofore  been  performed.  The  present  condi- 
tion of  things  gives  a  flattering  promise  that  trade 
and  commerce  are  rapidly  reviving;  and,  fortu- 
nately for  the  country,  the  sources  of  revenue 
have  only  to  be  opened  in  order  to  prove  abund-  - 
ant. 

While  we  can  anticipate  no  considerable  in- 
crease in  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands,  for  reasons  perfectly  obvious  to  all,  for 
several  yeSrs  to  come,  yet  the  public  lands  cannot 
otherwise  than  be  regarded  as  the  foundation  of 
the  public  credit.  With  so  large  a  body  of  the 
most  fertile  lands  in  the  world  under  the  control, 
and  at  the  disposal  of  the  Government,  no  one 
can  reasonably  doubt  the  entire  ability  of  the 
Government  to  meet  its  engagements  under  every 
emergency.  In  seasons  of  trial  and  difficulty 
similar  to  those  through  Vhich  we  are  passing, 
the  capitalist  makes  his  investment  in  the  Gov- 
ernment stocks,  with  the  most  assured  confidence 
of  ultimate  reimbursement;  and  whatever  may 
be  said  in  a  period  of  ercat  financial  prosperity, 
such  as  existed  for  some  years  after  1833, 1  should 
regard  it  as  suicidal,  in  a  season  of  financial  em- 
barrassment, to  alienate  either  the  lands  them- 
selves, or  the  proceeds  arising  from  their  sales. 
The  first  and  paramount  duty  of  those  to  whom 
may  be  intrusted  the  administration  of  public 
affairs,  is  to  guard  the  public  credit.  In  reestab- 
lishing the  credit  of  this  central  government,  the 
readiest  and  most  obvious  mode  is  taken  to  restore 
the  credit  of  the  States.  The  extremities  can  only 
be  made  sound  by  producing  a  healthy  action  in 
the  central  Government;  nnu  the  history  of  the 
present  day  fully  establishes  the  fact  that  an  in- 
crease in  the  value  of  the  stocks  of  this  Govern- 
ment will,  in  a  majority  of  instances,  be  attended 
by  an  increase  in  the  value  of  the  stocks  of  the 
States.  It  should,  therefore,  be  a  matter  of  gen- 
eral congratulation,  that  amidst  all  the  embarrass- 
ments arising  from  surrounding  circumstances, 
the  credit  of  the  Government  should  have  been 
so  fully  restored  that  it  has  been  enabled  to  eflfect 
a  loan  of  |7,000,000  to  redeem  that  amount  of 
Treasury  notes  on  terms  more  favorable  than  any 
that  have  been  offered  for  many  years;  and  the 
six  per  cent,  stock  which  was  created  in  1842, 
has  advanced  in  the  hands  of  the  holders  to  nearly 
twenty  per  cent,  above  its  par  value.  The  con- 
fidence of  the  people  in  the  integrity  of  their 
Government  has  thus  been  signally  manifested. 
These  opinions  relative  to  the  public  lands  do  not 
in  any  manner  conflict  with  the  observance  of  the 
most  liberal  policy  towards  those  of  our  fellow- 
citizens  who  press  forward  into  the  wilderness, 
and  are  the  pioneers  in  the  work  of  its  reclama- 
tion. In  securing  to  all  such  their  rights  of  pre-  • 
emptlon,  the  Government  performs  but  an  act  of 
retributive  justice  for  suflicrings  encountered  and 
hardships  ^ndurei^  and  finds  ample  remuneration 
in  the  comforta  which  its  policy  insures,  and  the 
happiness  it  imparts. 
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Should  a  reviiion  of  the  tariff,  with  a  Tiew  to 
reTeoue,  become  necessary  in  the  estimation  of 
Congress,  I  doubt  not  you  will  approach  the  sub- 
ject with  a  just  and  enlightened  regard  lo  the  in- 
terests of  the  whole  Union.  The  principles  and 
views  which  I  have  heretofore  had  occasion  to 
submit,  remain  unchanged.  It  can,  however, 
•never  be  too  often  repeated,  that  the  prominent 
interest  of  every  important  pursuit  of  life  requires, 
for  success,  permanency  and  stability  in  legisla- 
tion; These  can  only  be  attained  by  adopting,  as 
the  basis  of  action,  moderation  in  all  things; 
which  is  as  indispensably  necessary  to  secure, 
the  harmonious  action  of  (he  political  as  of  the 
animal  system.  In  our  political  organization,  no 
one  section  of  the  counlry  should  desire  to  have 
its  supposed  interests  acfvanced  at  the  sacrifice 
of  all  others;  but  union,  being  the  great  interest, 
equally  precious  to  all,  should  be  fostered  and 
sustained  by  mutual  concessions,  and  the  culti- 
vation of  that  spirit  of  compromise  from  which 
the  Constitution  itself  proceeded. 

You  will  be  informed,  by  the  report  from  the 
Treasury  Department,  of  the  measures  taken 
under  the  act  of  the  last  session,  authorizing  the 
reissue  of  Treasury  notes  in  lieu  of  those  then 
outstanding.  The  system  adopted  in  pursuance 
of  existing  laws  seems  well  calculated  to  save 
the  country  a  large  amount  of  interest,  while  it 
affords  conveniences  and  obviates  dangers  and 
expense  in  the  transmission  of  funds  to  disburs- 
ing agents.  I  refer  you  also  to  that  report  for  the 
means  proposed  by  the  Secretary  to  increase  the 
revenue,  and  particularly  to  that  portion  of  it 
which  relates  to  the  subject  of  the  warehousing 
system,  which  I  earnestly  urged  upon  Congress 
at  its  last  session,  and  as  to  the  importance  of 
which  my  opinion  has  undergone  no  change. 

In  view  of  the  disordered  condition  of  the  cur- 
rency at  the  time,  and  the  high  rates  of  exchange 
between  different  parts  of  the  country,  I  felt  it  to 
be  incumbent  on  me  to  present  to  the  considera- 
tion of  your  predecessors  a  proposition  conflict- 
ing in  no  degree  with  the  Constitution  or  with 
the  rights  of  the  Suites,, and  having  the  sanction 
— not  in  detail,  but  in  principle— of  some  of  the 
eminent  men  who  had  preceded  me  in  the  exec- 
utive ofiice.  That  proposition  contemplated  the 
issuing  of  Treasury  notes  of  denominations  not 
less  than  five  nor  more  than  one  hundred  dollars, 
to  be  employed  in  payment  of  the  obligations  of 
the  Government  in  lieu  of  gold  and  silver,  at  the 
option  of  the  public  creditor,  and  to  an  amount 
not  exceeding  $15,000,000.  It  was  proposed  to 
malce  them  receivable  everywhere,  and  to  estab- 
lish at  various  points  depositories  of  gold  and  sil- 
ver, to  beheld  in  trust  for  the  redemption  ofsuc)) 
notes,  so  as  to  insure  their  convertibility  into 
specie.  No  doubt  was  entertained  that  such  notes 
would  have  maintained  a  par  value  with  gold  and 
silver;  thus  furnishing  a  paper  currency  of  ci^ual 
value  over  the  Union,  thereby  meeting  the  just 
expectations  of  the  people,  and  fulfilling  the  du- 
ties of  a  parental  Government.  Whether  the 
depositaries  should  be  permitted  to  sell  or  pur- 
chase bills  under  very  limited  restrictions,  to- 
gether with  all  its  other  details,  was  submitted  to 
the  wisdom  of  Congress,  and  was  regarded  as  of 
secondary  importance.  I  thought  then',  and  think 
now,  that  sucn  an  arrangement  would  have  been 
attended  with  the  happiest  results.  The  whole 
matter  of  the  currency  would  have  been  placed 
where,  by  the  Constitution,  it  was  designed  to  be 
placed,  under  the  immediate  supervision  and  con- 
trol of  Congress.  The  action  of  thp  Government 
would  have  been  independentof  all  corporations; 
and  the  same  eye  which  rests  unceasingly  un  the 
specie  currency,  and  guards  it  against  adultera- 
tion, would  also  have  rested  on  the  paper  cur- 
rency, to  control  and  regulate  its  issues,  and  pro- 
tect It  against  depreciation. 

The  same  reasons  which  would  forbid  Con- 
gress from  parting  with  the  power  over  the  coin- 
age, would  seem  to  operate  with  nearly  equal 
force  in  regard  lo  any  substitution  for  the  precious 
metals  in  the  form  of  a  circulating  medium.  Pa- 
per, when  substituted  for  specie,  constitutes  a 
standard  of  value  by  which  the  operations  of 
society  are  regulated;  and  whatsoever  causes  its 
depreciation,  affects  society  to  an  extent  nearly, 
if  not  quite,  equal  lo  the  adulteration  of  the  coin. 
Nor  can  I  withhold  the  remark  that  its  advant- 
ages, contrasted  with  a  bank  of  the  United  Suites 
— apart  from  the  fact  that  a  bank  was  esteemed 


obnoxious  to  the  public  sentiment,  as  well  on  the 
score  of  expediency  as  of  constitutionality — ap- 
peared to  me  to  be  most  striking  and  obvious.  The 
relief  which  a  bank  would  afford  by  an  issue  of 
$15,000,000  of  its  notes,  (judging  from  the  expe- 
rience of  the  late  United  States  Bank,)  would  not 
have  occurred  in  less  than  fifteen  years;  whereas, 
under  the  proposed  arrangement,  the  relief  arising 
from  the  issue  of  $15,000,000  of  Treasury  notes 
would  have  been  consummated  in  one  year,  thus 
furnishing,  in  one  fifteenth  part  of  the  time  in 
which  a  bank  would  have  accomplished  it,  a  pa- 
per medium  of  exchange,  equal  in  amount  to  the 
real  wants  of  the  country,  at  par  value  with  gold  : 
and  silver.  The  saving  to  the  Government  would  I 
have  been  equal  to  all  the  interest  which  it  has  j 
had  to  pay  on  Treasury  notes  of  previous  as  well  I 
as  subsequent  issues;  thereby  relieving  the  Gov- 1 
ernment,  and,  at  the  same  time,  affording  relief  I 
to  the  people.     Under  all  the  responsibilities  at- 
tached to  the  station, which  I  occupy,  and  in  re-  i 
demption  of  a  pledge'given  to  the  last  Congress,  | 
at  the  close  of  its  first  session,  I  submitted  the  I 
suggestion  tn  its  consideration  at  two  conMcutivc  < 
sessions.    The  recommendation,  however,  met 
with  no  favor  at  its  hands.     While  I  am  free  to  j 
admit  that  the  necessities  of  the  times  have  since 
becomcgreatlyamelinraled,and  that  there  is  good  | 
reason  to  hope  that  the  country  is  safely  and  rap-  ' 
idly  emerging  from  the  difficulties  and  embarrass- 
ments which  everywhere  surrounded  it  in  1841,  | 
yet  I  cannot  but  think  that  its  restoration  to  a  < 
sound  and  heeilthy  condition  would  be  greatly  | 
expedited  by  a  resort  to  the  expedient  in  a  mod-  ' 
ified  form.  ■  I 

The  operations  of  the  Treasury  now  rest  on  the  > 
act  of  1789,  and  the  resolution  of  1816,  and  those  ; 
laws  have  been  so  administered  as  to  produce  as  i 
great  a  quantum  of  good  to  the  country  as  their  | 

Krovisions  are  capable  of  yielding.     If  there  had  I 
een  any  distinct  expression  of  opinion  going  to  j 
show  that  public  sentiment  is  averse  to  the  plan,  I 
either  as  heretofore  recommended  to  Congress,  ' 
or  in  a  modified  form, — while  my  own  opinion  in  | 
regard  to  it  would  remain  unchanged,  I  should 
be  very  far  from  again  presenting  it  to  your  con- 
sideration. The  Government  has  originated  with 
the  States  and  the  people,  for  their  own  benefit 
and  advantage;  and  it  would  be  subversive  of  the 
foundation-principles  of  the  political  edifice  which 
they  have  reared,  to  per-ievere  in  a  measure  which, 
in  their  mature  judgments,  they  have  cither  re- 
pudiated or  condemned.  The  will  of  our  constit- 
uents, clearly  expressed,  should  be  regarded  as 
the  light  tn  guide  our  footste|fs;  the  true  difference 
between  a  monarchical  or  aristocratical  Govern- 
ment and  a  llcpublic  being,  that  in  the  first  the 
will  of  the  few  prevails  over  the  will  of  the  many; 
while  in  the  last,  the  will  of  the  many  shduld  be 
alone  consulted. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  will  bring 
you  acquainted  with  the  condition  of  that  import- 
ant branch  of  the  public*ervice.  The  Army  may 
be  regarded,  in  consequence  of  the  small  number 
of  the  rank  and  file  in  each  company  and  regiment, 
as  little  more  than  a  nucleus  around  which  to  rally 
the  military  force  of  the  counlry  in  case  of  war; 
and  yet  its  services  in  preserving  the  peace  of  the 
frontiers  are  of  a  most  important  nature.  In  all 
cases  of  emergency,  the  reliance  of  the  country  is 
properly  placed  in  the  militia  of  (he  several  States; 
and  it  may  well  deserve  the  consideration  of  Con- 
gress whether  a  new  and  more  perfect  organiza- 
tion might  not  be  introduced,  looking  mainly  to 
the  volunteer  companies  of  the  Union  for  the 
present,  and  of  easy  application  to  the  great  body 
of  the  militia  in  lime  of  war. 

The  expenditures  of  the  War  Department  have 
been  considerably  reduced  in  the  last  two  years; 
contingencies,  howcver,.may  arise,  which  would 
call  for  the  filling  up  of  the  regiments  with  a  full 
complement  of  men,  and  make  it  very  desirable 
to  remount  the  corps  of  dragoons,  which  by  an 
act  of  the  lost  Congress  was  directed  to  be  dis- 
solved. 

I  refer  you  to  the  accompanying  report  of 
the  Secretary  for  information  in  relation  to  the 
Navy  of  ihe  United  Stales.  While  every  effort 
has  been,  and  will  continue  to  be  made,  to  re- 
trench all  superfluities,  and  lop  off  all  excrescen- 
ces which  from  lime  to  time  mny  have  grown  up, 
yet  it  has  not  been  regarded  as  wise  or  prudent 
to  recommend  ony  material  change  in  annual  ap- 
propriations.   The  interests  which  ore  involved 


are  of  too  important  a  character  lo  lead,  to  the 
recommendation  of  any  other  than  a  liberal  poli- 
cy. Adequate  appropriations  ought  to  be  made, 
to  enable  the  Executive  to  fit  out  all  the  ships 
that  are  now  in  a  course  of  building,  or  that  re- 
quire repairs,  for  active  service  in  the  shortest 
possible  lime,  should  any  emergency  arise  which 
may  require  it.  An  efficient  navy,  while  it  is  the 
cheapest  means  of  public  defense,  enlists  in  its 
support  the  feehngs  of  pride  and  confidence,  which 
brilliant  deeds  and  heroic  valor  have  heretofore 
served  to  strengthen  and  confirm. 

I  refer  you  particularly  to  that  part  of  the  Sec- 
retary *s  report  which  has  reference  to  recent  ex-  ' 
periments  in  the  application  of  steam,  and  in  the 
construction  of  war  steamers,  made  under  the 
superintendence  of  distinguished  officers  of  the 
navy.  In  addition  to  other  manifest  improve- 
meni4  in  the  construction  of  the  steam-engine, 
and  application  of  the  motive  power,  which  ban 
rendered  ihein  more  appropriate  to  the  uses  of 
ships-of-war,  one  of  those  officers  has  brought 
into  use  a  power  which  makes  the  steamship 
most  formidable,  either  for  attack  or  defense.  I 
cannot  too  strongly  recommend  this  subject  to 
your  consideration,  and  dc  not  hesitate  to  express 
my  entire  conviction  of  its  great  importance. 

I  call  your  particular  altention,  also,  to  that 
portion  of  the  Secretary's  report  which  has  ref- 
erence to  the  act  of  the  late  session  of  Congress 
which  prohibited  the  transfer  of  any  balance  of 
appropriation  from  other  heads  of  appropriation 
to  that  for  building,  equipment,  and  repair.  The 
repeal  of  that  prohibition  will  enable  lhe*Depart- 
ment  to  give  renewed  employment  lo  a  large  clasa 
of  workmen  who  have  been  necessarily  discharged 
in  consequence  of  the  want  of  means  to  pay  them 
— a  circumstance  attended,  especially  at  this  sea- 
son of  the  year,  with  much  privation  and  suffer- 
ing. 

It  gives  me  great  poin  to  announce  to  you  the 
loss  of  the  steamship  Missouri,  by  fire,  in  the 
liny  of  Gibraltar,  where  she  had  stoppetl  to  re- 
new her.suppliea  of  coal,  on  her  voyage  lo  Alex- 
andria, with  Mr.  Cushing,  the  American  Min- 
isier  to  China,  on  board.  There  is  ground  for 
high  commendation  of  the  officers  and  men  for 
the  coolness  and  intrepidity,  and  perfect  submis- 
sion to  discipline,  evinced  under  the  most  trying 
circumstances.  Surrounded  bv  a  raging  fire, 
which  the  utmost  exertionscould  not  subdue,  and 
which  threatened  momentarily  the  explosion  of 
her  well-supplied  magazines,  the  officers  exhib- 
ited no  signs  of  fear,  and  the  men  obeyed  every 
order  with  alacrity.  Nor  was  she  abandoned 
until  the  last  gleam  of  hope  of  saving  her  had  ex- 
pired. It  is  well  worthy  of  your  consideration 
whether  the  losses  sustained  by  the  officers  and 
crew  in  this  unfortunate  affair  should  not  be  reim- 
bursed to  them. 

I  cannot  take  leave  of  this  painful  subject  with- 
out adverting  to  the  aid  rendered  upon  the  occa- 
sion by  the  British  authorities  at  Gibraltar,  and 
the  commander,  officers,  and  crew  of  the  British 
ship-of-the  line  Malabar,  which  was  lying  at  the 
lime  in  the  bay.  Everything  that  generosity 
or  humanity  could  dictate  was  promptly  per- 
formed. It  is  by  such  acts  of  good-will  by  one 
to  another  of  the  family  of  nations  that  fraternal 
feelings  are  nourished,  and  the  blessings  of  per- 
manent peace  secured. 

The  report  of  ihePostmaster  General  will  bring 
you  acquainted  with  the  operations  of  that  De- 
partment during  the  past  year,  and  will  suggest 
to  you  fuch  modifications  of  the  existing  laws  as 
in  your  opinion  the  exigencies  of  the  public  ser- 
vice may  require.  The  change  which  the  coun- 
try has  undergone  of  late  years  in  the  mode  of 
travel  and  transportation  has  afforded  so  many 
facilities  for  the  transmission  of  mail-matter  out  • 
of  the  regular  mail,  as  to  require  the  greatest 
vigilance  and  circumspection  in  order  to  enable  the 
officer  at  the  head  of  the  Department  to  restrain 
the  expenditures  within  the  income.  There  is 
also  too  much  reason  to  fear  that  the  franking 
privilege  has  run  into  great  abuse.  The  Depart- 
ment, nevertheless,  has  been  conducted  with  the 
greatest  vigor,  and  has  attained, at  the  least  pos- 
sible expense,  all  the  useful  objects  for  which  it 
was  established. 

In  regard  to  all  the  Departments,  I  am  quite 
happy  in  the  belief  that  nothing  has  been  leA  un- 
done which  was  called  forby  a  uue  spirit  of  econ- 
omy, or  by  a  system  of  accountability  rigidly 
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enforced.  Thia  i*,  in  some  degree,  apparent  from 
the  fact  that  the  GoTemment  has  tuttatned  no 
loea  by  the  deftalt  of  any  of  its  agents.  In  the 
complex,  bat,  at  the  same  time,  oeautifol  ma- 
chinery of  our  system  of  GoTeroment,  it  is  not 
a  natter  of  surprise  that  some  remote  agency 
may  have  failed  for  an  instant  to  fulfill  its  desired 
office;  but  I  feel  confident  in  the  assertion  that 
nothing;  has  occurred  to  interrupt  the  harmoni- 
ous action  of  the  Goremment  itself;  and  that 
while  the  laws  haVe  been  executed  with  efficiency 
and  vigor,  the  rights  neither  of  States  nor  of  in- 
dividuals have  been  trampled  on  or  disregarded. 

In  the  mean  time  the  country  has  been  steadily 
«dT«neineinall  that  contributes  to  national  great- 
ness. The  tide  of  population  continues  unbrok- 
enly  to  flow  into  the  new  States  and  Territories, 
where  a  refuge  is  found  not  only  for  our  native- 
bom  fellow-citizens,  but  for  emigrants  from  all 
parts  of  the  civilized  world,  who  come  among  us 
to  partake  of  the  blessings  of  our  free  inatito- 
tioDS,  and  to  aid  by  their  fitbor  to  swell  the  cur- 
rent of  onr  wealth  and  power. 

It  is  due  to  every  consideration  of  public  policy 
that  the  lakes  and  rivers  of  the  West  should  re- 
ceive all  such  attention  at  the  hands  of  Congress 
as  the  Constitution  will  enable  it  to  bestow.  Works 
in  fiivorable  and  proper  situations  on  the  lakes 
would  be  found  to  be  as  indispensably  necessary 
in  case  of  war  to  carry  on  ftte  and  successful 
naval  operations,  as  fortifications  on  the  Atlantic 
•ea-board.  The  appropriation  made  by  the  last 
Congress  for  the  improvement  of  the  navigation 
of  the  Mississippi  nver,  has  been  diligently  and 
efficiently  applied. 

I  cannot  close  this  communication,  gentlemen, 
without  recommending  to  your  most  fhvorable 
consideration  the  interests  of  this  District.  Ap- 
pointed by  the  Constitution  its  exclusive  legis- 
lators, and  forming  in  this  particular  the  only 
anomaly  in  our  system  of  government — that  of 
the  l«islative  body  being  elected  by  others  than 
those  for  whose  advantagisthey  are  to  legislate^ 
you  will  feel  a  superaddM  obligation  to  look  well 
into  their  condition,  and  to  leave  no  cause  for 
.complaint  or  regret.  The  seat  of  Government  of 
oar  associated  Repablics  cannot  but  be  regarded 
as  worthy  of  your  parental  care. 

In  connection  with  its  other  interests,  as  well 
as  those  of  the  whole  country,  I  recommend  that 
at  yoor  present  session  you  adopt  such  measures, 
in  order  to  carry  into  effect  the  Smithsonian 
bequest,  as  in  your  judgment  will  be  best  cal- 
calated  to  consummate  ue  liberal  intent  of  the 
testator. 

When,  under  a  dispensation  of  Divine  Provi- 
dence, I  succeeded  to  the  presidential  office,  the 
state  of  public  affairs  was  embarirassing  and  crit- 
ical. To  add  to  the  irritation  consequent  upon  a 
long-standing  controversy  with  one  of  the  most 
powerful  nations  of  modern  times — involving  not 
only  questions  of  boundary,  (which,  under  the 
most  favorable  circumstances,  are  always  embar- 
rassing,) but  at  the  same  time  important  and  high 
principles  of  maritime  law — border  controversies 
between  the  citizens  and  subjects  of  the  two  cban- 
tries  had  engendered  a  stateof  feeling  and  of  con- 
duct which  threatened  the  most  calamitous  con- 
sequences. The  hazards  incident  to  this  stale  of 
thin^  were  greatly  heightened  by  the  arrest  and 
imprisonment  of  a  subject  of  Great  Britain  who, 
acting  (as  it  was  alleged)  as  a  part  of  a  military 
force,  had  aided  in  the  commission  of  an  act  vio- 
lative of  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
Slates,  and  involving  the  murder  of  a  citizen  of 
the  _^te  of  New  York.  A  large  amount  of  claims 

X'nst  the  Government  of  Mexico  remained  un- 
^  isted,  and  awaref  several  years' continuance 
with  the  savage  tribes  of  Florida  still  prevailed, 
attended  with  the  desolation  of  a  large  portion  of 
that  beautiful  Territory,  and  with  the  sacrifice 
of  many  valuable  lives.  To  increase  the  embar- 
rassment of  the  Government,  individual  and  State 
credit  had  been  newly  stricken  down,  and  confi- 
dante in  the  General  Government  was  so  much 
impaired ,  that  loans  of  a  small  amount  could  only 
be  negotiated  at  a  considerable  sacrifice.  As  a  ne- 
cessary consequence  of  the  blight  which  had  fallen 
on  commerce  and  mechanical  industry,  the  ships 
of  the  one  were  thrown  out  of  employment,  and 
the  operations  of  the  other  had  been  greatly  dimin- 
ished. Owing  to  the  condition  of  the  currency, 
exchanges  between  different  parts  of  the  country 


had  become  ruinously  high,  and  trade  had  to  de- 
pend on  a  depreciated  paper  currency  in  conduct- 
ing its  transactions.  I  snail  be  permitted  to  con- 
gratulate the  country  that,  under  an  overruling 
Providence,  peace  was  presetted  without  the  sac- 
rifice of  the  national  honor;  the  war  in  Florida 
was  brought  to  a  speedy  termination;  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  claims  on  Mexico  have  been  fully  ad- 
judicated, and  are  in  course  of  payment,  while 
justice  has  been  rendered  to  us  in  other  matters 
by  other  nations,  confidence  between  man  snd 
man  is  in  a  great  measure  restored,  and  the  credit 
of  this  Government  fVilly  and  perfectly  reestab- 
lished. Commerce  is  becoming  more  and  more 
extended  in  its  operations;  and  manufacturingand 
mechanical  industry  once  more  reap  the  rewards 
of  skill  and  labor  honestly  applied.  The  opera- 
tions of  trade  rest  on  a  sound  currency;  and  the 
rates  of  exchange  are  reduced  to  their  lowest 
amount.  In  this  condition  of  things,  I  have  felt 
it  to  be  my  duty  to  bring  to  your  favorable  con- 
sideration matters  of  great  interest,  in  their  pres-. 
ent  and  ultimate  results ;  and  the  only  desire  which 
I  feel  in  connection  with  the  future  is,  and  will 
continue  to  be,  to  leave  the  country  prosperous, 
and  its  institutions  unimpaired. 

JOHN  TYLER. 
Waihihotok,  Dttembtr,  1843. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  moved  that  the  message 
and  accompanying  documents  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SEVIER  hoped  the  message  would  be  or- 
dered to  be  printed  as  usual.  He  submitted  the 
motion  that  it  be  also  printed. 

Mr.  EVANS  would  inquire  of  the  Senatorfrom 
Arkansas  whether  he  did  not  know  that  there  was 
no  printer.  It  would  be  necessary,  he  supposed, 
to  provide  a  printer  before  an  order  for  printing 
could  be  executed. 

Mr.  SEVIER  remarked  that  there  never  had 
been  a  message  of  the  kind  received  that  was  not 
ordered  to  be  printed  immediately  after  being 
read. 

Mr.  EVANS.  Certainly  not.  He  did  not, 
however,  see  the  use  of  making  an  order  for  the 
printing  before  there  was  a  printer  appointed  to 
execute  the  printing. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  to  lay 
on  the  table,  and  agreed  to. 

The  question  was  put  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Setier  to  have  the  message  printed,  and  carried 
in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  SEVIER  then  submitted  a  motion  to  have 
the  usual  extra  quantity  of  the  message  and  ac- 
companying documents  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate;  which  was  agreed  to,  and  fifteen  hundred 
copies  of  the  message  and  accompanying  docu- 
ments and  two  thousand  without  the  tiocuments, 
were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

ELECTION  OF  PRINTER. 

Mr.  BAYARD  moved  that  the  Senate  now  pro- 
ceed to  the  election  of  printer  for  the  Twenty- 
Eighth  Congress.  The  motion  was  agreed  to 
without  dissent. 

Mr.  KING  suggested  to  the  Senatorfrom  Del- 
aware whether  the  execution  of  the  order  just 
adopted  would  not  conflict  with  a  rule  of  the  Sen- 
ate, which  fixed  a  specific  day  for  the  election  of 
its  oflicers — that  is,  the  second  Monday  of  the 
first  session  of  each  Congress.  If  such  was  the 
case,  the  election  could  only  take  place  by  unan- 
imous consent,  or  by  the  suspension  ,of  that 
rule. 

Mr.  BAYARD  did  not  think  the  order  con- 
flicted with  that  rule;  and  even  if  it  did,  the  prop- 
osition being  made  and  carried  without  objection, 
was  tantamount  to  its  passage  by  a  unanimous 
vote.  The  resolution  had  been  adopted ;  and  this 
was  pot  the  stage  to  interpose  objection. 

The  rule  of  the  Senate  alluded  to  having  been 
read — which  provided  ibr  the  election  of  officers 
of  the  Senate,  other  than  Printer,  on  the  second 
Monday  after  the  meeting  of  each  Congress — 
Mr.  KING  withdrew  his  objection;  when 
The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  election  of  Printer. 
The  ballots  were  deposited  in  the  ballot-box  and 
on  being  counted,  it  was  ascertained  that  all  the 
Senators  present  (forty)  had  voted,  and  cast  their 
votes  as  follows: 

For  Gales  &.  Scaton S3 

For  Blair  &  Rives ' 17 

So  Messrs.  Gales  &  Seaton  were  declared  to  be 


duly  elected  Printers  of  the  Senate  for  the  Twen- 
ty-Eighth Congress. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  the  Senate  then 
adjourned. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
TtTBiDAV,  Deeemler  5, 1843. 

The  House  was  called  to  order  at  twelve 
o'clock,  and  the  minutes  of  yesterday  were  read 
by  the  Clerk. 

Mr.  RHETT  introduced  his  colleague,  Mr. 
^AHKs  A.  Rlack,  of  South  Carolina;  who  was 
qualified  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  M.  BROWN  introduced  Mr.  D.  W.  Dicx- 
iHBOH,  of  Tennessee;  who  was  sworn  and  took 
bis  seat.  • 

AMENDMENT  OF  THE  JOURNAL. 

Mr.  BARNARD  rose  to  a  question  of  amend- 
ment of  the  Journal.  If  he  had  heard  the  read- 
ing of  the  Journal  correctly,  no  notice  was  taken 
of  his  motion  for  leave  to  read  a  paper  to  the 
House;  there  was  no  notice  whatever  taken  in 
the  Journal  of  that  transaction. 

The  SPEAKER  remarked  that  the  paper  to 
which  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr. 
Barkakd]  referred  was  not  read  to  the  House, 
nor  was  it  at  any  time  in  the  possession  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  BARNARD  replied,  that  although  the 
paper  was  not  in  the  possession  of  the  House  by 
Deing  read ,  yet  it  was  in  the  possession  of  a  mem- 
ber of  the  House,  who  offered  to  read  a  paper  in' 
his  place,  which  was  signed  by  himself  and  a 
large  number  of  his  colleagues.  A  motion  was 
made  that  he  be  permitted  tn  read  that  paper; 
that  motion  was  put  to  the  House;  a  vote  was 
taken  upon  it, .ana  the  result  was  declared;  and 
that  result  was  a  refusal.  He  quoted  from  the 
Journal  a  precedent  in  the  New  Jersey  case,  in 
support  of  his  right  to  have  his  paper  entered 
on  the  Journal  in  the  mode  which  he  now  pro- 
posed . 

With  respect  to  the  question  now  occapying 
the  attention  of  the  House,  be  begged  leave  to  say 
tlTat  it  was  a  matter  in  which  he  did  not  feel  the 
slightest  personal  interest.  He  had  no  personal 
regard  for  it;  but,  in  the  organization  of  this  de- 
liberative body,  a  most  important  precedent  was 
set  yesterday,  and  yet  the  Journal  took  no  notice 
of  it.  It  seemed  to  him  that  the  case  was  a  pe- 
culiar one,  and  that  the  action  of  the  House  upon 
it  was  peculiar;  and  such  a  transaction  ought  to 
form  an  important  part  of  the  parliamentary  his- 
tory of  the  country.  Why  should  so  important 
a  proceeding  rest  alone  on  newspaper  record? 
Why  should  it  not  go  on  the  solemn  Journal  of 
the  House .'  Who  could  be  afraid  of  the  trans- 
action ?  Why  should  it  be  objected  to  ?  He  held 
it  to  be  one  of  the  most  important  cases  that  had 
ever  occurred ;  this  House  took  action  upon  it; 
and  yet  not  the  slightest  reference  was  made  to 
it  in  the  Journal.  Fifty  members  of  this  House 
prepared  a  paper,  solemnly  drawn  up,  on  consult- 
ation,for  presentation  to  this  House, On  the  ques- 
tion of  its  organization,  in  regard  to  the  returns 
of  the  members  of  the  House,  and  how  far  those 
returns,  being  apparently  regular  on  their  face, 
shall  authorize  the  members  holding  them  to  as- 
sist in  the  organization  of  the  House.  Those 
opinions  were  deliberately  expressed;  and  why, 
then,  should  they  not  be  on  the  record .'  But  not 
only  were  the  opinions  expressed  on  the  import- 
ant question,  how  far  the  returns  shall  be  consid- 
ered conclusive  to  entitle  members  to  assist  in  the 
I  organization  of  the  House ;  but  also  how  far  mem- 
bers may  or  may  not  feci  themselves  disposed  to 
press  questions  of  this  sort,  previous  to  organiza- 
tion. It  will  be  a  precedent  for  all  future  time; 
and  the  very  forbearance  of  the  minority  yester- 
day ought  to  do  much  t»wards  inducing  the 
House  to  spread  the  matter  at  full  length  on  the 
Journal  of  the  House.  It  was  in  this  spirit  that 
he  had  risen  to  make  his  motion  that  this  trans- 
action be  inserted  on  the  Journal  of  the  House. 
It  was  worthy  to  be  recorded  in  the  archives  of 
the  country.  No  man,  he  ventured  to  say,  would 
dispute  that,  if  anything  was  worthy  of  being  re- 
corded in  the  Journal,  this  transaction  was.  He 
was  not  disposed  to  detain  the  House  on  this  ques- 
tion; but  he  was  anxious  that  the  House  should 
understand  the  light  in  which  he  presented  it. 
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He  had  no  personal  feeling  in  the  matter,  nor  did  II 
he  believe  any  gentleman  who  signed  the  paper 
hadi  but  he  and  they  deemed  it  a  part  of  the  sol- 
emn transactions  of  this  House,  and  that  it  ought 
to  be  recorded  on  their  Journal. 
Plis  motion  was  as  follows: 

Bemlcei,  That  the  Jnurnnl  of  yesterdny  be  amrnded  in 
regard  to  the  offer  of  Mr.  Barnako  to  rfad  A  pappt  in  Im 
place,  so  as  to  sinte  the  facts  iti  regard  tu  »aid  otTer,  and 
inaerling  the  following  papiT  as  that  offered  to  he  read,  to 
wit: 

The  roll  of  Rrpresentaiivei  elected  to  the  Twenty-Eighili 
Congress  having  now  buen  called  by  t|ie  Cleric,  according 
lo  utinge,  and  a  qiinrum  of  menihcri*  who^i:  right  to  partiei- 
pate  in  the  act  ot'orgntiiziiia  the  Ilnuee  of  Uepresentiitives 
Is  undi!<|>utcd  having  iippi>arn<l  and  answered  to  their  names, 
Ibiii  body  is  about  lo  proceed  to  the  high  duly  of  electing  a 
^penlcer ;  to  till  an  office  which,  in  point  of  dignity  and  po- 
lilicnl  consequence,  is  liardly  second  to  any  hliown  to  the 
CAnstitulinn,  after  th.tt  of  President  of  the  Uni^d  States. 
Before  that  high  duly  shall  be  entered  upon,  the  under- 
signed, feeling  a  senj^c  of  solemn  obligation  lo  truth,  and  of 
responsibility  to  God  for  what  they  utter  and  ai^seri,  are 
cnnHtrnined  to  declare  that,  in  their  united  and  undouhting 
conviction  and  judnment,  a  deep  and  grievous  wound,  per- 
haps never  to  be  healed,  will  be  inflicted  on  the  Con!<litu- 
tinn,  and  on  law,  order,  and  civil  liberty,  if  the  election  of 
a  Speaker  shall  be  conducted  in  Uic  manner  in  winch  we 
liave  reason  to  appniliend  it  may  be. 

t^evi-ral  person!)  from  the  Sin'e  of  New  Hampshire,  name- 
ly, Bdiniibd  Hurkc.  John  P.  Hale,  Moses  Norris,  jr.,  and 
John  R.  Reding;  several  persons,  also,  from  the  State  of 
(7eorgia,  namely,  Howell  Cobb,  Hugh  A.  Haralson,  and 
Absalom  H.  Chappcit;  one  person  from  the  folate  of  Mis- 
sissippi, namely,  Jacob  Thompson ;  and  several  persons 
from  the  State  of  Missouri,  namely,  James  M.  Bnwiin, 
James  M.  Hughes,  John  Jameson.  Guslnvus  M.  Hower,and 
James  H.  Selfe ;  have  been  called  by  the  Clerk,  are  now  in 
this  Hall,  and  have  answered  to  tlieir  names  in  a  manner 
to  leave  no  doubt  that  their  intent  and  purpose  is  to  vote 
'  with  the  duly  elected  Ilepresenialives  of  the  people  here 
present  in  the  election  of  Speaker,  and  to  act  and  partici- 
jiate  fully  in  the  nrganisaiion  of  ilie  Huurfe  of  Represeut- 
ulives,  as  if  they  were  menibt-rs  thereof. 

By  llie  act  of  June  i25,  1842,  "  for  the  apportionment  of 
Representatives  among  the  several  Stales,  according  to  the 
aizlh  census,*'  it  was  enacted  *'  Uiat,  in  every  case  where  o 
Slate  iseiitillcd  to  more  than  one  Represfnitativc,  tlie  num- 
ber to  which  each  Suite  shall  be  eiilillcd  under  the  appor- 
tionment shall, be  elected  by  districts,  composed  of  con-  '• 
liguoua    territory,  equal    in   nuniher  to    the    number  of ! 
Representatives  to  which  said  State  may  be  entitled;  no  | 
one  district  electing  more  than  otic  Itcpresentative."  , 

The  several  States  above  named  have  refused  or  failed  | 
lo  provide  by  law  for  the  election  by  diiilricts  of  Represent-  i 
alives  from  those  Stales  respectively  lo  the  Twenty-Eighth 
Congress,  each  of  them  beinf  entitled  to  more  than  one  I 
neprcsentalive  ;  and  the  people  of  those  Stales  have  failed,  j 
therefore,  to  elect  Representatives  by  districts,  as  tlie  law  of  j 
Congress  required.  i 

These  facts  are  notorious,  indisputable,  and  undisputed  ;  I 
they  arc  known  to  all,  and  admitted  by  all.  Failing  to  elect  | 
by  districts,  they  have  failed  lo  elect  at  all,  for  all  legal  and 
conslitotional  purposes.    They  could  not  elect,  because 
there  were  no  districts  in  those  States  from  which  In  elect.  ' 
Bleclion  by  general  lickel  is  no  election.    No  existing  and 
valid  law  authorized  any  such  election  to  bo  held  ;  and  no 
election,  therefore,  has  been  held  in  those  States  at  which 
Representatives  for  the  Twenty-Eighth  Congrcs*  could  be 
chosen. 

It  is  understood,  nevertheless,  that  the  persons  above 
named  propose  anil  intend  to  vote  in  the  elrclion  for 
Spi-nkcr,  on  the  ground  Ihattliey  hold  returns,  or  written 
cenineates  or  commissions,  drawn  np  in  regular  form, 
purporting  to  be  the  evidence  of  their  election  as  Repre- 
sentAtives.  We  hold  that  any  returns  they  can  have  do  not 
five  tliem  any  title  whatever,  when  they  are  considered  in 
connection  Willi  the  known  law  of  the  land.  At  ihe  same 
time,  it  is  nndouhtedty  true,  that,  by  the  parliamentary  law, 
reiMrns  or  certificates  in  regular  form  by  authorized  func- 
tionaries, made  according  to  law,  are,  in  all  cases,  prima 
/ffcie  evidence  of  election,  and  conclusive  evidence  oi'a 
riglit  10  assist  in  organizing  the  body  to  which  persons 
are  thus  returned;  and  ills  under  color  of  this  ruleofpar- 
llamenlary  law,  as  we  undemlniid,  lliat  Ihe  persons  above 
named  presume  to  call  themselves  members  of  this  body. 

Rut,  as  no  provision  has  been  made  by  law  for  election 
by  districts  in  these  States,  and  "ho  such  election  in  fact 
held,  how  could  any  officer  or  functionary  in  these  States 
make  a  reiuni  of  any  such  election  f  And  as  these  Slates 
are  not  anUiorized  by  law  to  hold  an  election  by  general 
ticket,  or  otherwise  than  by  diilricts,  how  can  any  officer 
or  functionary  therein  be  authorized  by  law  to  make  a  re- 
turn of  any  such  election .'  We  are  not  prepared  to  admit 
that  any  peison  from  any  of  these  States  can  have  in  his 
possession  any  legal  documentary  proof  of  his  election  as 
a  Represeniative  for  the  Twenty-Eighth  Congress.  We  are 
well  aware,  however,  that  an  attempt,  if  now  made,  by 
motion  or  resolution,  befnro  the  organization  of  the  House, 
to  exclude  these  persons  from  all  participation  in  that  act, 
would  be  attended  witii  ^at  embarrassment  and  great  de- 
lay, and  with  the  hazard  of  confusion,  violence,  and  anar- 
chy in  this  Hall. 

We  have  cnnclnded,  therefore,  to  content  ourselves,  tn 
this  stage  of  the  business  of  the  House,  with  declaring,  in 
this  formal  and  solemn  nianner,our  condemnation  of  a  pro- 
ceeding on  the  part  of  the  persons  we  have  named,  which, 
if  performed,  we  shall  hold  to  be  lawless  and  essentially 
revoluUonary  in  its  character,  subversive  nf  the  Constitu- 
tion and  of  all  law  and  order,  and  tending  directly  to  the 
destruction  of  our  free  Government.  We  declare  that  we 
shall  regard  theelccUon  of  Speaker,  if  effected  by  the  votes 
of  these  persons,  as  an  illegal  election,  and  a  legai  fraud 
upon  the  nation ;  and  we  shall  not  fail  or  cease,  after  this 
body  ihall  have  been  oigaoized,  and  in  the  progress  of  the 


session.  In  make  every  effort  wiUiin  our  competency  to  vin- 
dicate the  law,  to  purge  the  Hous«%  and  brinf  it  back  to  a 
condition  of  constiiuiinnal  soundness. 

D.  D.  BAHNARI).  of  New  York. 

K.  RA  VNER.  of  North  Carolina. 

ROBERT^;.  SCIIENCK,  of  Ohio. 

MILTOV  ItROlVN,  of  Tennes.<eo. 

WASHING  TON  IIITNT,  of  New  York. 

ASHKR  TYI-ER,  of  New  York. 

SAMUEL  O.  hJAMPLE.  of  Indiana. 

JOH.V  J.  IIAItDIN,-of  Illinois. 

AI.EX.  R/VMSEY,  of  Pennsylvania. 

CHABLES  II.  OAKBOLL,  of  New  York. 

HAMILTON  FISH,  of  New  York. 

S()LO.M<)\  FOOT,  of  Vermont. 

J.  PHILIPS  PHCENIX,  of  New  York. 

T.  L.  CLINC.MAN,  of  NorUi  Carolina. 

H.  GRIDBK,  of  Keiitnckv. 

THOMAS  J.  PA  ITEBSON,  of  Now  York. 

GEORGE  P.  MARSH,  of  Vermouu 

JO.  H.  PEYTON,  ofTenni^see. 

JOHN  n.  ADAMS,  nf  MassaehuBctU. 

SAMUEL  F.  VINTON,  of  Ohio. 

JOHN  WHITE,  nf  Kentucky. 

WM.  A.  MO.-^ELEY,  of  New  York. 

J.  COLLAMEK,  of  Vermont. 

W.  NEWTON,  of  Virginia. 

SAMI'EL  CHILTON,  of  Virginia. 

GEORGE  fl.  ROUNEV.i.f  Delaware. 

R.  C.  WINTIIRDP,  of  .MassachusettB. 

W.M.  P.  TH0MAS30N,.>f  Kentucky. 

GARRETT  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky. 

D.  M.  BARRINOEll.  of  North  Canriina. 

WILLIS  GREEN,  of  Kentucky. 

JERPmiAII  IlKOWN.  of  Pennsylvania. 

JOH  V  J.  VANVIETEIt,  of  Ohio. 

JAMES  IRVIN.  nf  Pennsylvania. 

ELIAS  FLORENCE,  of  Ohio. 

JOSEPH  VANCE,  of  Ohio. 

J.  R.  GIDDINGS.  of  Ohio. 

ALE.YANIIER  HARPER,  of  Ohio. 

M.  H.  JENKS,  of  Pennsvlvania. 

ALBERT  SMITH,  of  New  York.     • 

DANIEL  R.  TILDEN,  of  Ohio. 

CHARLES  ROGERS,  of  New  York. 

CHARLES  HUIISON,  of  Ma^Kachuselta. 

CHARLES  M.  REED,  of  Pennsylvania. 

JOHN  DICKEY,  of  Pennsvlvania. 

A.  R.  McILVAINE.  of  Pennsvlvania. 

DANIEL  P.  KING,  of  M,i«snchujett8. 

JOSEPH  GRINNELL,  of  Massachusetts. 

ELISHA  R.  POTTER,  of  Rhode  Island. 
•     J03.  R.  INGEKSOLL,  of  Pennsylvania. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  SENATE. 

Assort  Dickins,  Esq.,  Secretary  of  the  Spnate, 
appeared  wilh  a' message,  informing  the  House 
that  the  Senate  had  appointed  a  committee  to  join 
a  commiltee  on  the  part  of  the  House,  to  wait 
upon  Ihe  President  of  the  United  States,  to  inform 
htm  that  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  were  organ- 
ized, and  ready  to  receive  any  ccunmunicalion 
which  he  might  have  to  make  to  them. 

AMENDMENT  OF  THE  JOURNAL — AGAIN. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  then  rose  to  state  his  ob- 
jections to  the  extraordinary  proceedings  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York.  The  Journal  was 
made  up  iff  the  usual  way,  with  the  record  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  House,  and  not  of  the  eflfbrts 
of  members  lo  interrupt  the  organization  of  the 
House;  but  the  gentleman  from  New  York  made 
a  proposition  that  the  Journal  should  be  amended, 
so  as  to  admit  a  paper  which  the  House  yester- 
day refused  19  permit  him  io  submit — a  paper 
which  the  House  never  heard  rend  till  this  mo- 
ment; and  though  there  was  no  doubt  of  the  fact 
of  the  identity  of  that  paper,  it  was  a  point  on 
which  no  evidence  was  furnished  to  Ihe  House. 
Now,  if  such  proceedings  were  tolerated  for  a 
moment,  to  what  confusion  and  irregularity  would 
it  not  lead.'  Instead  of  the  Journal  declaring  the 
proceedings  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  jl 
would  be  filled  with  extraneous  matter  which 
any  individual  might  choose  to  submit  to  the 
House. 

But  there  was  another  point,  and  one  by  which, 
if  lie  mistook  not,  the  question  was  solemnly  ad- 
judicated; it  was,  that  the  course  of  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  was  not  only  out  of  order, 
but  unconstitutional.  He  believed  that  tome 
years  ago  some  members  desired  to  enter  a  pro- 
test— and  whether  this  wUs  so  called  or  not,  he 
cared  not,  for  it  was  so,  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses; and  it  was,  besides,  an  argument  to  pre- 
judge a  case  which  must  arise.  He,  for  himself, 
at  the  lime  the  protest  to  which  he,  alluded  was 
presented,  was  inclined  to  think  that  it  was  not 
regular  or  proper  for  members  to  enter  a  protest; 
and  calm  consideration  determined  him  to  object 
to  its  being  entered  on  the  Journal  of  their  pro- 
ceedings. But  if  gentlemen,  under  the  pretext 
of  reading  papers,  coijld  cause  their  incorporation 
on  the  Journal^nstead  of  being  filled  with  Uieir 


regular  proceedings  and  Ihe  record  of  the  aelion 
of  the  House,  it  would  be  filletl  wilh  the  argu- 
ments of  members  and  other  exihaneous  matter, 
which  would  be  introduced  in  tliai  wny  into  the 
journal  of  their  proceedings.  He  helil  that  the 
j  present  motion  to  amend  the  Journal  was  out  of 
order.  A  motion  had  been  made  to  insert  a  paper, 
which  was  now  read  for  the  first  time, and  which 
had  neverl>een submitted  to  the  House.and  which 
the  House  had  refused  to  hear  read ;  but  if  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  hatf  confined  himself 
to  the  statement  that  he  yesterday  iilTurcd  to  read 
a  paper,  and  that  the  House  refused  to  give  him 
leave,  he  (IVIr.  D.)  should  not  have  objected  to 
the  record  of  the  statement  of  that  fact;  th«ugh 
it  constituted  no  part  of  their  proceedings.  That 
gentleman,  however,  went  a  step  further,  and  en- 
ileavored  lo  get  on  the  Journal  what  the  House 
had  refused  to  hear  read,  and  what  they  regarded 
as  an  interruption  of  the  organization  of  the 
House.  If  the  gentleman  would  modify  his  prop- 
osition so  as  to  make  it  simply  a  statement  of 
the  fact  which  he  bad  specified,  he  would  have 
no  otijeciion;  but  he  did  object  to  this  irregular 
mode  of  introducing  matter  on  the  Journal,  which 
the  House  had  refused  to  hear  read,  because  it 
was  out  of  Older  and  irregular.  If,  however,thia 
was  to  be  persisted  in,  he  hoped  those  who  were 
hereafter  to  have  the  revision  of  the  rules  would, 
in  the  process  of  lime,  make  provision  for  its 
correction.  He  was  satisfied  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  did  not  mean  anything  offensive  to  the 
House;  but  if  that  gentleman  succeeded  in  bis 
present  attempt,  the  precedent  would  be  a  bad 
one;  and  he  therefore  hoped  the  House  would 
nip  it  in  its  bud. 

There  was  another  means  of  getting.this  mat- 
ter on  the  Journal,  and  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  was  adroit  enough  to  resort  to  il — that  was 
to  call  fur  the  yens  and  nays;  for  it  was  of  course 
known  that  the  Journal  must  show  what  the  yeas 
and  nays  Were  taken  for,  and  thus  the  decision  of 
the  House  might  be  defeated.  He  should  there- 
fore raise  a  question  of  order,  to  prevent  so  pal- 
?able  a  violation  of  the  wishes  of  the  House, 
lis  point  of  order  was,  that  it  was  not  in  order 
lo  move  to  amend  the  Journal  by  inserting  what 
the  House  refused  to  hear  read. 

Air.  GILMER  rose  to  move  an  amendment  to 
the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York. 

Mr.  BARNARD  said  he  wished  first  to  inquire 
of  the  Chair  whether  ihe  point  of  order  raised 
by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Dromgoole] 
was  one  that  could  be  entertained.  I'his  was  a 
question  in  relation  to  an  amendment  of  the  Jour- 
nal, and  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  one  to  which  a 
poinl  of  order  of  that  character  did  not  apply.  It 
was  one  of  those  cases  which  must  be  decided 
by  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER  overruled  the  poinl  of  order 
raised  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr. 
Drohooole,]  and  decided  that  it  was  competent 
for  the  gentleman  from  New  York  to  bring  bis 
proposition  before  the  House,  in  order  that  it 
might  be  disposed  of  according  to  the  pleasure  of 
the  majority. 

Mr.  BARNARD  then  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  his  resolution,  which,  he  observed,  he 
would  first  ask  leave  to  modify,  so  as  to  read  as 
follows: 

Rrsolie^,  That  the  Journal  of  yesterday  be  amended  so 
as  to  stale  that  Mr.  Barnard  offered  in  his  place  to  read  a 
paper,  signed  by  himself  and  forty-nine  other  members  of 
the  House ;  that  objection  was  made  ;  wlien  a  motion  was 
submitted  that  Mr.  Barnard  have  leave  to  read  Ule  paper; 
that  question  was  put  by  Uie  Clerk  10  the  House,  which, on 
a  division,  decided  against  granting  llin  leave.  And  that 
the  Journal  be  further  amended  by  inserliiig  the  following 
paper  ns  thai  offered  tn  he  read,  to  wit :  [Here  follows  the 
protest,  as  given  in  Mr.  Barnard's  tirat  motion.] 

Mr.  GILMER  observed  that  the  gentleman 
having  modified  his  resolution,  he  would,  ac 
cordingly,  modify  his  amendment;  and  he  there- 
fore moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by  striking 
out  that  part  of  it  which  proposed  to  spread  upon 
the  Journal  the  paper  ofiered  to  the  House  by  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  yesterday,  and  bow 
appended  to  his  motion.  The  case  now  present- 
ed to  the  House  was,  whether  there  was  an  error 
in  the  Journal,  or  not,  in  its  not  having  this  pa- 
per spread  upon  it.  That  was  the  only  question 
presented.  Then,  how  could  that  paper  have  got 
upon  the  Journal  >  The  House  never  was  in 
possession  of  it;  it  was  not  read,  and  they  had 
no  means  of  knowing  trhat  it  was,  except  from 
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seeing  it  in  the  newapopeni  of  the  mornini;.  The 
pentleman  rrom  New  York  did  not  pretend  that 
there  was  any  proposition  yesterday  to  spread 
this  paper  on  the  Journal.  Tiiere  was  no  means 
by  which  it  could  get  there;  and  therefore  it 
would  be  exceedingly  irregular  to  do  that  to-day 
which  could  not  have  been  dorte  yesterday.  The 
gentleman  from  New  York  had  asked  .why  this 
paper  should  not  go  upon  the  Journal;  but  it  would 
na.v9  been  a  more  pertinent  inquiry  for  him  to 
make,  why  it  should  go  upon  tiie  Journal  ?  The 
question  presented  in  this  resolution,  in  reference 
to  the  right  to  their  scats  of  certain  gentlemen 
claiming  to  be  members  of  this  House,  was  to  be 
met;  but  it  must  be  met  in  the  ordinary  course  of 
•legislation;  and  it  would  seem  to  him  that  the 
proper  course  to  be  pursued  would  be  by  refer- 
ence to  the  appropriate  committee;  and  that  that 
committee  should,  afier  a  fair  and  deliberate  con- 
sideration of  the  subject,  report  all  the  facts  be- 
longing to  it  to  the  House,  with  such  reasons  as 
mijrlit  appear  to  a  mnjorily  of  the  committee  to 
be  pertinent.  The  House  would  then  be  in  the 
possession  of  evidence  that  would  enable  it  to 
dispose  of  the  case  with  justice  and  impartiality. 
But  lie  would  ask  if  the  House  was  now  in  the 
pnssessinn  of  any  evidence  which  would  justify 
It  in  deciding  on  this  question  i  They  were  in  pos-' 
session  of  iKine,  except  mere  newspaper  rumors, 
which  were  not  entitled  to  any  authority  what- 
ever. There  was  another  reason  why  this  paper 
should  not  go  upon  the  Journal.  Did  it  contain 
aoy  arguments  that  might  not  be  made  in  the 
form  of  a  report  by  a  committee  of  this  House? 
Was  there  any  peculiar  force  in  the  argument 
being  made  in  this  form,  which  rendered  the  gen- 
tleman so  solicitous  of  having  it  recorded  in  the 
Journal?  The  circumstance  of  its  being  signed 
by  a  number  of  the  members  of  the  House  did 
not  add  any  additional  force  16  the  paper,  because 
a  report  from  a  committee  of  the  House  would, 
in  that  particular,  have  equal  claims  to  respect. 
He  was,  therefore,  under  all  the  circumstances, 
wholly  at  a  loss  to  perceive  why  the  gentleman 
should  wish  this  argument  to  be  spread  upon  the 
Journal  in  this  form.  There  was  no  reason  for 
its  being  spread  there,  because  there  was  no  error 
alleged  to  be  in  it. 

Mr.  HARALSON  did  not  rise  for  the  purpose 
of  detaining  the  House,  by  entering  into  any  ar- 
gument on  the  main  question  presented;  but, 
under  the  circumstances  in  which  he  was  placed, 
lie  could  not,  in  justice  to  himself  and  those  simi- 
larly situated  with  him,  withhold  the  expression 
of  the  feelings  produced  in  his  mind  by  the  course 
attempted  to  be  pursued  by  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York.  We 
were  told  yesterday  that  the  paper  which  was 
then  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
and  to  which  the  resolution  under  consideration 
had  direct  allusion,  was  a  protest  on  the  part  of 
himself,  and  pcrhajft  of  some  fifty  others,  mem- 
bers of  the  House,  against  the  admission  and 
qualification  of  the  gentlemen  from  New  Hamp- 
shire, Georgia,  Mississippi,  and  Missouri,  hold- 
ing their  seats  as  members  of  this  House;  and, 
sir,  we  are  by  this  trick  of  legislation — for  I  know 
not  in  what  other  terms  to  speak  of  it — to  have  a 
paper  spread  upon  the  Journals,  giving  reasons 
why  we  are  not  entitled  to  our  seats,  which  we 
arc  not  permitted  to  answer.  We  are  told  that  this 
protest  contains  the  opinions  of  the  gentlemen 
who  have  subscribed  it;  and  it  may  cover  the 
whole  ground  of  the  debate.  Shall  members,  then, 
who  bold  their  seats  here  by  the  same  right  that 
all  the  other  members  hold  theirs  be  condemned 
in  advance,  by  a  paper  spread  upon  the  Journals, 
when  they  are  not  to  be  heard  in  reply  to  it  ?  The 
members  from  the  States  thus  excepted  to  did  not 
Asunoe  the  humiliating  attitude  of  beggars  before 
that  House.  They  asked  nothing  from  its  cour- 
tesy, but  came  before  it  standing  upon  their  rights,' 
with  their  commissions  in  their  pockets,  under 
the  broad  seal  of  their  respective  Slates.  They 
were  not  disposed  to  dodge  this  question,  but 
were  prepared  to  discuss  it  in  the  freest  and  am- 
plest manner,  whenever  it  should  properly  come 
before  the  House.  If  it  should  be  determined  by 
the  voice  of  the  House  that  they  had  no  right  to 
their  seats. here,  he,  for  one,  would  be  willing  to 
return  home  to  those  who  sent  him;  buthe  must 
solemnly  protest  against  this  entering  argument, 
when  he,  and  those  similarly  situated,  were  not 
to  be  heard  in  reply.  He  would  ask  if  there  was 


not  tlie  ordinary  mode  of  reaching  this  question  ? 
Was  there  not  a  standing  Committee  of  Elections 
instituted  to  consider  this  subject  ?  Let  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  institute  his  inquiry,  after 
that  committee  should  be  appointed,  into  the  le- 
gality and  constitutionality  of  the  elections  he 
now  questions;  and  let  him  from  his  seat  offer  any 
arguments  he  thinks  proper  in.  support  of  his 
opinions.  But  was  it  fair,  he  would  ask,  by  this 
trick  of  legislation,  to  prejudge  the  case  by  argu- 
ments which  could  not  be  replied  ^  ?  He  knew 
nothing  of  the  rules  of  the  House,  or  of  parlia- 
mentary forms,  and  this  was  the  first  time-that 
he  ever  had  a  seat  in  that  body;  but  he  had  com- 
mon sense  enough  to  be  aware  of  the  injustice  of 
prejudging  41  case  by  an  argument  in  advance, 
when  those  mciSt  interested  were  not  to  be  heard 
in  answer  to  it.  Let  the  inquiry  be  instituted;'and 
he  could  say  for  hin^ielf,  as  lie  thought  he  could 
say  for  other  gentlemen  claiming  their  seats  in  a 
similar  manner  with  himself,  that  they  were  ready 
to  meet  it  fairly  and  openly.  Of  the  paper  referred 
to  in  the  resolution,  they  knew  nothing.  It  was 
not  in  the  possession  of  the  House;  and  they  had 
no  information  in  regard  to  it,  except  what  they 
got  from  the  morning  papers. 

He  should  vote  against  the  resolution  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  because  he  looked 
upon  it  as  an  unfair  mode  of  treating  the  ques- 
tion. When  it  came  up  according  to  the  usual 
forms  of  legislation,  he  would  be  fully  prepared 
to  meet  it  as  it  deserved.  He  spoke  for  himself, 
and  he  thought  he  could  speak  for  other  gentle- 
men similarly  situated,  when  he  said,  let  them  be 
sent  back  if  it  should  be  ascertained  that  they 
were  not  entitled  to  their  seats  here,  according  to 
the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  country.  They 
asked  no  favors  from  the  House,  but  simply  de- 
manded their  rights. 

Mr.  HALE  observed  that  it  would  have  been 
more  agreeable  to  him  to  have  had  this  question 
presented  in  a  form  which  could  be  met  by  a  fair 
and  open  discussion.  When  it  does  come  up  in 
the  ordinary  course  of  legislation,  we  shall  be 
fully  prepared  to  sustain  our  rights  to  the  seats  to 
which  we  have  been  elected.  We  come  here  under 
the  guarantee  of  the  Constitution,  and  under  the 
sanction  of  laws  equally  binding  upon  every  mem- 
ber of  that  body.  He  expressed  his  hearty  con- 
currence in  the  views  just  presented  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia, and,  with  him,  avowed  that 
they  asked  nothing  from  the  favor  or  the  courtesy 
of  the  House;  but,  coming  here  on  the  broad 
grounds  of  the  Constitution,  they  asked  only  for 
their  rights.  If  we  have  no  rights  here,  we  will 
be  willing  to  turn  our  backs  on  the  House,  and 
go  home  to  our  constituents.  But  let  the  case  be 
presented  in  the  usual  form;  let  it  be  brought  be- 
fore the  House  in  the  report  of  its  appropriate 
committee,  and  they  were  fully  prepared  to  sus- 
tain themselves.  He  and  his  colleagues  had  come 
here  in  virtue  of  the  laws  of  New  Hampshire — 
laws  which  have  been  in  force  ever  since  her  gov- 
ernment was  established;  and  he  had  never  been 
able  to  find  any  law  of  that  State  to  divide  it  into 
districts  for  the  election  of  membeft  of  Congress. 
To  be  sure,  she  had  seen,  in  the  legi-slatioii  of 
Congress,  an  act  commanding  her  Legislature  to 
divide  the  State  into  districts;  but  New  Hamp- 
shire haa  not  been  in  the  habitof  looking  to  Con- 
gress, or  any  other  body  under  God's  heaven,  to 
ascertain  what  her  legislation  should  be.  Stand- 
ing here,  then,  under  the  guarantee  of  the  Con- 
stitution, and  bringing  with  them  the  same  evi- 
dence of  their  right  t«  their  sealjs  as  was  brought 
by  other  members,  all  that  they  asked  was,  that 
the  House  would  not  take  the  extraordinary 
course  of  entertaining  an  argument  against  him, 
which  he  was  not  allowed  to  reply  to;  that  it 
would  not,  even  by  implication,  prejudge  this 
question,  but  would  leave  it  open  for  fair  and 
manly  discussion.  All  that  they  asked  was  their 
rights,  and  that,  until  the  question  was  settled, 
they  should  be  received  in  the  ordinary  mode  in 
which  other  members  were  received. 

Mr.  KENNEDY,  of  Indiana,  remarked  that 
the  Twenty-Seventh  Congress,  of  which  be  was 
a  member,  attempted  a  law  directing  the  Slates 
how  they  should  elect  their  members  of  Congress 
and  send  them  here.  He  said  "  attempted,"  be- 
cause there  never  was  any  SLch  law  that  had  any 
binding  effect.  The  Congress  of  the  United  States 
had  no  power  to  pass  any  such  law.  It  was  a 
nullity;  and  he  declared,  wbenitwos  passed,  that 


he  should  so  treat  it.  He  had  occasion  in  the 
last  Congress  to  give  his  vote  on  this  law,  and  he 
4hen  said  that  he  hoped  heshould  live  Ions  enough 
to  spurn  it  and  trample  it  under  foot.  He  came 
from  a  Stale  that  elected  her  members  of  Con- 
gress by  districts — and  this  was  very  proper,  be- 
cause it  was  her  pleasure  to  do  so;  but,  if  she 
had  elected  her  members  by  the  general-ticket 
system,  and  had,  in  obedience  to  that  command  of 
(jongress,  adopted  the  district  8yslem,'he  woitld 
have  scorned  to  hold  a  seal  here.  There  was  one 
view  of  this  question  which  was  of  no  little  ini- 

fiortance.  The  people  throughout  the  country 
lad  looked  at  that  manrfomtu  act,  and  had  put  the 
seal  of  condemnation  upon  it;  and  nowhere,  he 
believed,  was  it  more  ooious  than  in  his  State. 
Of  the  members  then  in  Congress  from  Indiana, 
solitary  and  alone  he  voted  against  that  law,  and 
solitary  and  alone  of  that  number  he  came  back 
to  this  Congress.  Those  from  his  Slate  who  bad 
voted  for  it,  had  been  left  at  home  in  oblivion. 
Much  as  he  had  cause  of  rejoicing  for  the  success 
of  his  party  and  his  principles,  he  could  truly 
say  that  it  gave  him  more  joy  of  heart  than  any- 
thing else,  that  he  had  the  privilege  of  seeing  that 
law  set  aside.  So  far  as  the  Constitution  was 
concerned,  there  was  no  doubt  in  his  mind  that 
the  members  from  New  Hampshire,  Georgia, 
&c.,  had  a  stronger  claim  to  their  seats  than  thone 
members  who  were  elected  under  the  district  sys- 
tem; and.  he  would  tell  gentlemen  that  they  had 
better  not  examine  this  question  too  closely,  as 
those  States  whose  members  were  now  excepted 
to  might  be  found  to  be  the  only  States  correctly 
represented.  These  gentlemen  might  then  turn 
U>e  majority  out  of  doors;  and,  as  he  came  from 
a  Slate  that  elected  by  districts,  he  might  lochia 
seat.  What  right  had  Congress  to  dictate  to  the 
Suites  froiri  wnat  sections  its  members  of  the 
House  should  be  elected  ?  Could  Congress  say 
that  the  States  should  have  a  dividing  line  drawn 
through  them,  and  that  they  should  elect  one 
Senator  from  one  side,  and  another  from  the  other? 
And  yet,  if  gentlemen  would  look  at  the  Consti- 
tution, they  would  find  the  same  language  used 
in  reference  to  members  of  the  House  as  to  Sen- 
ators. The  best  course  for  Congress,  in  his  opin- 
ion, would  be  to  get  on  in  the  good  old  way, 
leaving  each  State  to  decide  whether  her  mem- 
bers shall  be  elected  by  thedistrictor  the  general- 
ticket  system.  For  his  part,  he  would  not  throw 
a  doubt  on  the  impropriety  of  this  Taw.  He  would 
scorn  to  consider  it  at  all.  He  deemed  it  too  con- 
temptible a  question  for  the  action  of  thatHousA 
He  would  neither  refer  it  to  a  committee,  nor  en- 
tertain any  question  in  regard  to  it.  An  effort,  it 
seemed,  was  now  made  to  steal  a  march  on  the 
House,  and  get  the  start  of  members,  by  entering 
this  papsr  which  was  called  a  protest — and  such 
a  protest^  That  paper,  which  gentlemen  alked 
to  have  spread  upon  the  Journals,  predicated  its 
whole  complaint,  not  on  the  action  the  House 
was  going  to  take,  but  on  what  they  feared  the 
House  was  going  to  do.  It  was  a  curious  way 
to  make  a  protest,  at  all  events;  and  were  he  in 
the  place  of  the  signers  of  it,  if  he  could  not  put 
it  on  the  Journals  in  a  fair  and  honorable  way, 
he  would  scorn  to  offer  it. 

Mr.  RAYNER  observed  that  the  question  now 
before  the  House  was  simply  this:  did  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  yesterday  move  that 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Barnard] 
have  leave  to  read  the  paper  which  he  had  offered  t 
Gentlemen  were  mistaken  if  they  supposed  ihot 
they  were  to  be  driven  into  the  discussion  of  the 
merits  of  the  question  of  the  legality  or  illegality 
of  returns  in  this  way.  When  the  guestion  should 
come  up  before  them,  (if  it  ever  did  come  up) — 
when  the  majority  here,  who  had  professed  so 
much  magnanimity,  should  give  them  an  oppor- 
tunity of  meeting  the  questjon  upon  its  real  mer- 
its, ihey  would  t>e  found  ready  to  meet  it;  but 
they  were  not  to  be  driven  into  its  discussion  by 
a  motion  involving  only  an  immaterial  point  witli 
which  they  had  in  fact  nothing  to  do.  It  was  a 
question  about  which  gentlemen  had  rto  discretion 
whatever,  no  matter  how  strong  their  party  feel- 
ings might  be.  If  gentlemen  regarded  the  obli- 
gations of  duty,  if  they  regarded  the  oath  they 
look  upon  the  Holy  Evangelists  yesterday,  to 
support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
they  could  have  no  discretion  in  reference  to  lhi» 
matter;  the  paper  must  necessarily  go  upon  the 
Journals.  The  members  of  that  House  had  taken 
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an  oath  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States;  that  Constitution  declares  that  the  House 
of  Representatives  shall  keep  a  Journal  of  its 
proceeilings.  What  were  the  proceedings  of  the 
House?  And  of  whntwas  the  Journal  to  consist? 
The  Journal  could  be  nothing  else  than  a  state- 
ment of  facta— a  record  of  proceedings;  and  they 
had  seen  that  it  was  necessary  to  put  such  record 
upon  the  Journals — a  record  not  only  of  what  was 
done,  but  what  they  refused  to  do.  Was  there 
any  gentleman  there  present  who  was  prepared, 
afUir  the  oath  he  took  yesterday,  to  sny  that  the 
paper  in  question  should  not  be  made  a  part  of 
the  Journal  or  record  of  the  proceedings?  Was 
sny  one  prepared  to  say  that  the  gendtman  from 
Pennsylvania  had  not,  in  eflfect,  moved  that  it  be 
made  a  part  of  the  Journal,  by  moving  that  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  have  leave  to  read  it? 
In  coming  to  a  vote  upon  that  motion,  they  would 
lie  under  the  necessity  of  placing  the  paper  upon 
the  Journal.  It  was  not  a  question  about  the  paper 
itself,  but  the  mere  matter  of  fact  as  to  whether 
the  motion  was  made  that  the  paper  should  be 
read.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia  took  the 
ground  that  there  was  no  motion  made  yesterday 
to  put  the  paper  upon  the  Journal;  and  beseemed 
to  be' surprised  that  a  motion  should  now  be  made 
to  amend  the  Journal,  because  there  had  been  no 
motion,  and,  consequently,  that  none  could  be. 
amended.  Why,  there  certainly  had  been  a  mo- 
tion made  and  rejected;  there  was  no  proposition, 
it  is  true,  for  entering  it  upon  the  Journal;  but  the 
very  act  of  voting  down  the  resolution  was  a  part 
of  the  proceedings  of  that  House. 

[Here  Messrs.  WISEand  C.J.  INGERSOLL, 
from  the  joint  committee  appointed  to  wait  upon 
the  Pjresident  of  the  United  States,  and  inform 
him  that  the  two  Houses  were  organized  and 
readjr  to  proceed  to  business,  reported  that  the 
President  had  replied  that  he  would  immediately 
submit  to  them  a  message  in  writing.] 

Mr.  RAYNER  then  continued.  It  was  too 
weighty  and  important  a  question  to  be  passed 
over  in  the  slight  and  contemptuous  manner  in 
which  some  gentlemen  seemoa  disposed  to  treat 
it — particularly  the  gentleman  from  New  Hamp- 
shire and  the  gentleman  from  Georgia.  As  those 
gentlemen  were  personally  interested  in  the  mat- 
ter, he  did  not  blame  them;  but  the  minority  here, 
and  those  who  signed  the  protest,  equally  believe 
it  to  be  a  question  of  great  importance;  a  ques- 
tion which  strikesat  the  Constitution  and  the  law 
of  the  land;  a  question,  the  decision  of  which 
#ould  set  a  precedent  to  all  future  time;  and  upon 
that  decision  would  depend  whether  nullification 
nhould  be  the  order  of  the  day,  or  whether  the 
Constitution  and  the  law  should  be  vindicated 
and  sustained.  Those  who  had  signed  this  pro- 
test believed  it  a  duty  which  they  owed  the  coun- 
try to  make  such  protest;  and  they  insisted  not 
only  thst  it  should  be  placed  upon  the  Journal  as 
a  part  of  the  proceetHngs  of  that  House,  but  that 
it  should  go  down  to  posterity  as  a  part  of  the 
history  of  this  country.  The  proceedings  of  yes- 
terday,bethought,  wereenough  tocureevery  man 
of  all  the  lingering  remains  of  nullification.  The 
question,  he  repeated,  was  whether  nullification 
should  be  practiced  here  daily,  in  its  most  odious 
form,  or  whether  gentlemen  were  ready  to  vindi- 
cate the  Constitution  and  the  law  of  the  land  ? 
•nd  he  sincerely  hoped  the  question  would  be 
decided  independently  of  party  feeling.  Groat 
as  had  been  the  efforts  which  party  tyranny  had 
made,  and  often  as  they  had  seen  the  Constitu- 
tion and  laws  disregarded,  yet  he  had  never  seen 
an  attempt  lo  keep  from  the  Journals  any  paper, 
except  the  contents  of  such  pnper  were  disre- 
spectful to  the  House  itself.  This  objection  did 
not  apply  to  the  paper  in  question.  It  was  calm 
and  argumentative  in  its  tone.  It  was  no  abor- 
tive attempt,  as  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  had 
charged,  to  tamper  with  the  organization  of  the 
House.  The  fact,  as  it  stood,  ought  to  appeal  to 
their  magnanimity — to  their  sense  of  justice;  and 
he  now  appealed  to  that  magnanimity,  and  that 
sense  of  justice,  and  he  hoped  the  House  would 
not  lose  sight  of  the  question.  It  was  not  in  re- 
gard to  the  election  returns,  or  in  regard  to  the 
constituency  of  members,  but  it  was  in  regard  to 
the  mere  matter  of  fact  as  to  whether  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  J.  R.  Inocrsoll] 
did  move  yesterday  that  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  have  leave  to  read  the  paper. 

Mr.  GILMER  desired  to  say  a  single  word  in 


relation  to  this  question.  The  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  [Mr.  Ratner]  had  spoken  of  the 
oath  which  members  of  that  House  liad  taken  to 
support  the  Constitution,  and  had  reminded  them 
that  it  was  one  of  the  provisions  of  the  Constitu- 
tion that  a  Journal  should  be  kept  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  that  House.  That  was  all  very  true;  but 
the  question  still  remained, and  genilcmen  had  not 
attempted  to  meet  it.  Does  this  paper  constitute 
any  part  of  the  proceedings  of  that  House?  That 
was  the  point  «r  inquiry.  He  would  ask  the  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Ravker]  and 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Barnard,] 
both  of  whom  were  sagacious  enough,  whether 
there  were  no  means  by  which  the  paper  could 
be  placed  upon  the  Journals,  except  that  which 
had  been  proposed  ?  It  must  t>e  apparent  to 
those  gentlemen  themselves,  that  there  were  two 
modes  of  effecting  it.  One  mode  would  be  to  pro- 
cure the  reading  of  the  pafHT,  and  then  it  would 
necessarily  be  spread  upon  the  Journal;  and  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  himself  hud  re- 
minded the  House  that  a  motion  had  been  made 
for  that  purpose  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania. The  question  was  put  and  negatived,  and 
the  paper  was  not  read ;  cuiiscquenily,  there  was  no 
proceeding.  There  was  but  one  other  mode,  and 
that  was  the  mode  which  was  about  to  be  resorted 
to  to-day.  It  was  one  which  could  not  hnve  been 
adopted  yesterday.  It  was,  he  would  admit,  an 
indirect-mode,  and  one  which  was  sanctioned  by 
no  rule  of  the  House  or  existing  law,  but  it  was 
recognized  by  usage,  that,  when  a  proposition 
was  submitted  to  the  House,  no  matter  of  what 
character  or  description,  all  papers  nnd  documents 
connected  therewith  may  be  spread  upon  the  Jour- 
nal; and  the  reason  must  be  obvious,  if  the  yeas 
and  nays  were  called;  or,  if  the  vote  were  taken 
in  any  other  way, it  would  be  precisely  the  same. 
But  were  the  yeas  and  nays  culled  in  this  instance? 
They  were  not;  because  the  House  was  not  or- 
ganized. And  I  might  here  set  up  an  argument 
in  opposition  to  the  gentleman  from  North  Caro- 
lina, who  said  that  the  House  was  bound  to  keep 
a  Journal,  but  he  must  remember  thnt  the  House 
was  not  then  organized,  and  consequently  there 
was  no  House  at  all. 

These  are  the  only  two  modes  by  which  the 
paper  could  be  spread  upon  the  Journal  of  yes- 
terday. What  is  the  result  >  If  I  have  succeeded 
in  showing  that  it  could  not  be  entered ,  then  there 
is  no  error.  And  what  is  the  object  of  calling 
the  yeas  and  nays  to-day,  in  order  to  place  a 
paper  upon  the  Journals,  which  could  not  have 
gone  upon  the  Journal  yesterday?  And,  Mr. 
Speaker,  if  you  had  not  been  so  recently  installed 
in  that  high  station,  I  would  suggest  for  your  con- 
sideration, and  that  of  the  House,  whether  it  is 
proper  that  any  member  should  have  the  right, 
by  calling  the  yeas  and  nays,  to  spread  any  and 
everythinguponthe  Journals  of  this  House.  Sir, 
was  there  a  member  of  this  House,  except  those 
whose  names  were  signed  to  this  paper,  who 
knew  anything  of  its  contents? 

How  can  one  knowanythingnhout  that  which 
he  has  not  seel?  The  paper  was  not  read;  the 
yeas  and  nays  were  not  called ;  therefore  it  was 
no  part  of  the  proceedings.  Then  I  answer  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  by  saying:  it  is 
true  that  the  House  is  bound  to  keep  a  Journal 
of  its  proceedings;  but  is  it  bound  to  keep  a  rec- 
ord of  that  which  constitutes  no  part  of  its  pro- 
ceedings? Sir,  li>t  the  Journal  slate  the  truth — 
that  is  what  the  Constitution  requires;  and  that 
is  what  members  of  this  House  are  sworn  to 
maintain.  I  have  said  this  much  in  answer  to 
the  arguments  of  the  honorable  gentleman,  be- 
cause It  certainly  does  seem  to  be  a  matter  of 
considerable  importance.  And  I  here  repeat  what 
I  have  already  said — that  the  proper  mode  of 
meeting  the  question  is  to  meet  it  fairly  and  di- 
rectly, by  reference  of  the  subject  to  a  committee 
for  deliberate  investigation. 

Mr.  COBB  said  he  heartily  concurred  in  the 
motion  which  had  been  made  by  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolifia,  and  he  had  hoped  that  the 
gentleman  would  confine  himself  to  his  own  posi- 
tion, and  not  fly  off  from  the  course  of  argument 
he  had  laid  down  for  himself.  He  agreed  with 
the  gentleman  that  the  argument  was  premature, 
so  far  as  the  constitutionality  of  the  act  was  in- 
volved; and  he  would  not  now  go  into  a  discus- 
sion of  the  question  with  gentlemen,  either  on 
one  side  or  the  other,  but  he  would  now  give  to 


the  gentleman  and  the  House  the  assurance  that 
every  opportunity  should  be  presented — every 
means  given,  for  a  fair,  full,  and  deliberate  dis- 
cussion of  the  question.  Por  himself,  he  could 
not  concede  the  ground  that  those  individuals  who 
represent  States  electing  under  the  general-ticket 
system  were  alone  interested  in  the  representa- 
tion. TiMse  elected  under  the  district  system 
were  equally  interested  in  the  question.  Hence 
it  was  that  he  was  prepared  now,  if  the  proper 
opportunity  had  presented  itself,  to  discuss  the 
qtiestion  fairly,  fully,  and  in  a  proper  spirit. 
There  was  but  one  question  that  he  could  see  now 
before  the  House,  and  that  was  whether  they 
would  permit  to  be  spread  upon  the  Journal  a 
certain  paper,  whilst  they  were  totally  onac-  ' 
quainled  with  the  contents  of  that  paper.  Can 
you  inform  me  whether  the  contents  of  thst  paper 
are  respectful  towards  this  House — whether  its 
terms  are  courteous  towards  those  gentlemen  who 
are  opposed  politically  to  its  framers  ?  He  appre- 
hended that  no  gentleman  would  consider  this 
piece  of  information  useless.  If  the  information 
which  I  have  through  means  of  the  public  jour- 
nals be  correct  in  reference  to  that  paper,  I,  for 
one,  have  a  decided  objection  against  putting  it 
upon  the  Journals  of  this  House,  on  account  of 
the  terms  in  which  it  is  couched.  Are  we  to  be 
told  here  there  is  no  means  by  which  a  majority 
of  this  House  may  protect  their  own  feelings, 
but  by  a  motion  of  the  character  of  the  one  now 
submitted  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York— 
that  your  Journals  are  to  be  incumbered  with 
anything  and  everything  whatever,  respectful  or 
not,  courteous  or  not?  I  om  not  well  enough 
acquainted  with  the  rules  of  this  House  to  dis- 
cuss the  technical  question  involved  in  the  matter 
before  us,  with  the  some  ability  with  which  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  and  others  have  done, 
who  have  addressed  you;  but  I  will  say  this, 
that  if  this  House  is  powerless  in  affording  pro- 
tection to  a  majority  here,  the  time  has  arrived 
when  thnt  power  should  be  legitimately  provided, 
and  legitimately  exercised.  And  if  the  House  is 
not  prepared  to  protect  its' Journals,  it  is  time 
that  some  provision  were  made,  so  that  in  future 
no  opportunity  may  be  given  for  incumbering 
them  with  matter  which  they  ought  not  to  con- 
tain. 

Mr.  BELSER  desired  that  the  proposition  sub- 
mitted by  the  gentleman  from  New  York  might 
be  read,  and  also  that  portion  of  the  Journal  which 
points  to  the  action  of  the  House  un  yesterday. 

president's  MCSSAGC. 

The  President's  message  was  here  presented 
by  JoHM  Ttler,  jr. 

TheSPEAfCEUinquiredifitwas  the  pleasure 
of  the  House  that  the  message  should  lie  read  ? 

Mr.  BARNARDsaid  he  presumed  there  would 
be  no  more  debate  on  the  subject  of  his  motion, 
and  that  the  question  might  9b  taken. 

Several  members  having  demanded  the  reading 
of  the  message,  the  debate  was  suspended,  and 
the  message  was  read  by  the  Clerk. 

Mr.  WISE  moved  the  printing  of  the  usuol 
numlier  of  copies  of  the  message  for  the  use  of 
the  House,  and  ten  thousand  extra  copies,  with 
the  accompanying  documents. 

Mr.  B.\RNARD  said  he  bad  no  objection  lo 
the  question  being  taken  on  the  motion  to  print; 
but  if  it  was  likely  to  lead  to  a  debate,  he  must  in- 
sist on  the  order  of  business  which  occupied  the 
attention  of  the  House  when  the  message  was 
brought  in. 

Mr.  STRONG  inquired  how  many  the  usual 
number  was. 

Mr.  WISE  replied  that  it  was  one  for  each 
member. 

Mr.  STRONG  said  he  would  not  object  to  such 
a  number  as  would  be  strictly  required  for  the  use 
of  the  House,  but  to  any  useless  expense  he  could 
not  agree;  and  to  prim  ereat  numbersof  this  mes- 
sage, when  it  was  well  known  it  would  appeor  in 
all  the  newspapers,  (which  were  the  ordinary 
channels  of  communicating  information  to  the 
people,)  was  certainly  a  useless  expenditure.  He 
had  intended  to  move  that  no  additional  numbers 
be  printed  with  the  documents;  but,  on  convers- 
ing with  the  members  around  him,  he  found  it 
was  the  usual  practice;  and  he  wished  to  state, 
thnt  it  was  in-  conformity  with  the  wishes  and 
opinions  expressed  by  others  that  he  refrained 
from  making  his  motion.  He,  therefore,  aecood- 
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ed  the  motion  of  the  gentleman   from  Virginia, 
[Mr.  Wkb.] 

Mr.  PAYNE  said,  so  far  as  his  feelings  were 
concerned,  lie  should  prefer  a  larger  rather  than 
a  smaller  number;  and  yet  be  hoped  it  would  not 
be  sofiposed  that  he  should  favor  any  useless 
expenditures.  He  would  state,  by  way  of  justi- 
fication, that  he  looked  upon  this  message  as  one 
of  the  most  important  that  was  ever  sent  to  an 
American  Congress.  It  touches  on  matters  of 
vital  importance,  and  the  people  should  see  what 
the  Executive  thinks  on  those  Questions.  He 
was  of  opinion  that  the  expense  or  printing  extra 
copies  of  this  document  could  not  be  better  in- 
curred; it  was  an  expense  which  ought  to  be 
•  incurred;  and,  if  be  were  to  gratify  his  own  feel- 
ings, he  should  vote  for  twenty  thousand. 

Mr.  WISE  observed  that,  as  there  were  a 
great  many  new  members,  they  were  not,  per- 
naps,  aware  of  the  great  importance  of  the  doc- 
uments. Thejnessage,  without  the  documents, 
was  not  BO  important;  and  the  printing  of  a  large 
number  of  the  message  alone  would,  perhaps,  be 
a  somewhat  useless  expenditure;  but  when  they 
had  supplied  the  oflicers  of  the  Army  and  Navy, 
and  the  beads  of  the  civil  departments,  who  were 
all  interested  in  the  subjects  therein  contained, 
the  House  would  discover  that  ten  thousand 
copies  would  be  found  soarceiy  adequate  to  sup- 
ply these  and  the  wants  of  their  constituents.  An 
old  custom  had  been  to  print  fifteen  thousand 
with  the  documenu,  and  five  thousand  without. 
Another  had  been  to  print  all  with  the  docu- 
ments, and  none  without.  He  was  now  request- 
ed to  increase  the  number,  and  he  would  take  the 
maximum  number — fif^en  thousand — and  omit 
the  printing  of  any  without  the  documents;  re- 
marking that,  if  ten  thousand  were  not  loo  many 
in  times  past,  fifteen  thousand  would  ool  tie  too 
many  now. 

Mr.  C.JOHNSON  moved  to  amend  the  motion 
by  the  addition  of  a  clause,  to  the  effect  that  the 
work  be  executed  by  the  Printer  to  the  House, 
hereafter  to  be  elected. 

Mr.  BELSER  was  in  favor  of  the  proposition 
of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wise.]  He 
had  listened  to  the  reading  of  that  message  with 
delight.  He  would  not  now  say  that  he  agreed 
with  it  in  all  the  doctrines  there  advanced ;  but  on 
tliis  question  of  Texas  and  Mexico,  he  was  glad 
to  see  that  the  Executive  exhibited  a  proper  spirit. 
It  was  by  far  the  most  important  message  that, 
for  the  last  twenty  years,  had  been  submitted  to 
the  Congress  of  the  Dnited  Slates;  and  he  wished 
the  largest  number  to  be  printed,  that  i(  might  go 
to  every  part  of  the  country.  Disguise  it  as  they 
might,  the  question  there  involved  was  to  be 
met;  and  its  discussion  mupt  come  up  before  Con- 
gress. 

Mr.  BARNARD  rose  to  a  question  of  order. 
If  they  were  to  have  a  discussion  on  the  merits  of 
the  message  on  the  motion  to  print,  he  must  insist 
on  the  proper  order  of  business,  and  a  return  to 
tlie  subject  which  had  been  already  partially  dis- 
cussed. He  alluded  to  his  motion  for  the  correc- 
tion of  the  Journal. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  reminded  the  House  that 
sometimes  delay  had  occurred  in  the  appointment 
of  Printer,  and  he  thought  it  was  of  little  conse- 
quence to  the  country  whether  A  or  B  printed 
these  documents. 

[Cries  of  "  Cluestion !"  "  duestion !"] 

The  SPEAKER  then  put  the  question  on  Mr. 
C.  Johnson's  amendment;  and  it  was  carried. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  then  proposed  further  to 
amend  the  resolution,  by  striking  out  fifteen  thou- 
sand, and  inserting  ten  thousand. 

Mr.  BELSER  said  he  was  opposed,  as  he  had 
before  stated,  to  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  C.  Johnson.]  He  was  in 
favor  of  a  greater  number;  and  be  should,  there-, 
fore,  support  the  proposition  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wise.]  He  would 
here  take  occasion  to  repeat,  that  he  admired  the 
spirit  of  the  message,  more  particularly  that  part 
which  related  to  our  intercourse  with  Mexico; 
for,  as  be  bad  before  intimated  to  the  House,  it 
was  a  question  in  which  his  constituents  felt  a 
deep  and  an  abiding  interest. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  here  consented  to  withdraw 
liis  amendment, 

Mr.  BELSER  said  that  he  would  propose,  then, 
to  amend,  by  striking  out  fifteen  thousand  and  in- 


sertingtwenty  thousand;  for  the  question  to  which 
he  had  referred  was  highly  important  to  every 
section  of  the  Union.  It  was  a  question  which 
involved  the  commercial  interests  of  this  coun- 
try. 

Mr.  BAllNARD  again  rose  and  renewed  his 
question  of  order;  and,  after  a  brief  conversation 
with  the  Speaker,  he  ceased  to  press  his  point. 

Mr.  BELSER  resumed,  and  said  that  he  un- 
derstood the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  C. 
Johnson]  hail  withdrawn  his  amendment,  and 
then  he  (Mr.  B.)  bad  proposed  another.  And  he 
wished  to  be  informed  whether  be  had  the  right 
to  make  such  a  "proposition  as  was  involved  in 
his  amendment;  for,  if  he  bad  the  right  to  mak^ 
such  a  proposition,  most  certainly  be  bad  the 
right  to  state  the  importance  of  the  question  to 
which  it  referred — the  dissatisfaction  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  notwithstanding.  If  the 
message  were  as  important  as  be  thougnt  it  was, 
then  he  had  the  right  to  state  that  fact  (o  the 
House  as  an  argument  in  favor  of  priming  the 
larger  number;  out  he  was  not  going  into  the 
merits  of  the  question  at  that  time;  though,  when- 
ever the  proper  time  should  come,  he  should  be 
prepared  to  discuss  it  to  the  best  of  his  abilitie,^, 
be  they  humble  or  otherwise.  That  portion  of 
the  country  which  he  had  the  honor  to  represent 
on  that  fioor  was  deeply  interested  in  the  matter 
contained  in  this  message;  and  he  would  take  oc- 
casion to  say,  that,  if  the  measures  contemplated 
in  that  message  be  carried  out,  they  must  be  for  the 
weal  or  woe  of  this  entire  country.  The  question 
relating  to  Mexico  and  Texas  was  destined  greatly' 
to  affect  the  commercial  interestsof  the  country — 
more  especially  the  cotton-growing  Stales  of  the 
country.  He  represented  one  of  Uiose  States  on 
that  floor;  and  be  wished  to  have  a  larger  num- 
ber of  the  message  printed,  that  it  might  find  its 
way  into  every  section  of  the  country,  that  the 
people  might  read  it  and  deliberate  upon  it,  and 
then  instruct  their  Representatives  in  regard  to 
it.  He  would,  therefore,  submit  a  proposition  to 
print  twenty  thousand  copies — not  for  the  pur- 
pose of  expending  the  treasure  of  the  country,  for 
ne  was  as  much  disposed  as  any  gentleman  to 
limit  the  expenses  and  to  husband  the  resources 
of  the  Government — butbecaase  he  thought  this 
message  was  one  of  an  important  character  em- 
bracing, as  it  did ,  doctrines  th'e  most  vital — per- 
haps the  permanency  of  this  Government. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  said  the  gentleman  from  Ala- 
bama had  proposed  a  larger  number  than  could 
by  any  possibility  be  necessary;  a  larger  number 
than  was  ever  before  ordered.  The  usual  practice 
bad  been  to  print  five  thousand  with  the  accom- 
panying documents,  and  fifteen  thousand  without; 
and  he  feared  honorable  gentlemen  did  not  com- 
prehend the  expense  of  printing  so  large  a  num- 
ber of  such  a  document.  They  did  not,  in  fact, 
know  how  voluminous  it  was;  it  might  make  a 
volume  of  perhaps  four  hundred  pages;  and  of 
such  a  book  twenty  thousand  copies  had  certainly 
not  been  ordered  during  the  last  eight  years,  nor 
did  he  think  it  had  been  done  since  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Government.  He  should  prefer  the 
adoption  of  a  resolution  in  the  terms  used  in  1839 
by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Ililr.  Whe;]  and 
he  would,  therefore,  make  that  motion,  which 
was,  in  substance,  a  proposition  to  print  fifteen 
thousand  without  the  accompanying  documents, 
and  five  thousand  with  them. 

Mr.  STRONG  again  urged  upon  the  attention 
of  the  House  the  fact  that  the  President's  mes- 
sage would  be  transmitted  to  the  people  through 
the  ordinary  channels  for  the  communication  of 
intelligence — the  newspapers;  and  hence  the  use- 
lessncss  of  printing  the  message  in  such  large 
numbers. 

The  SPEAKER  then  put  the  question  on  Mr. 
Belsbr's  proposition;  and  it  was  negatived. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Hopkins  was  next  in  order. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  New  York,  moved  to  strike  out 
fifteen  thousand,  and  insert  ten  thousand;  which 
was  agreed  to— one  hundred  and  seten  voting  in 
the  affirmative. 

The  motion,  as  amended,  was  then  agreed  to. 
The  number  ordered  was,  therefore,  five  thousand 
with  the  accompanying  documents,  and  ten  thou- 
sand without  the  documents;  the  whole  to  b« 
printed  by  the  Printer  to  be  elected  hereafter. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  C.  JOHNSON,  tbe  House 
then  adjourned 


IN  SENATE. 

Wednesdat,  December  C,  J843. 

The  following  Senators,  in  addition  to  those 

announced  heretofore,  appeared  in  their  seats  in 

the  Senate  to-day:  Mr.  Henderson  and   Mr. 

Walker,  of  Mississippi. 

MeMORIAL. 
Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  the  memorial  of 
Mary  Reeside,  of  Philadelphia,  representing  that 
her  husband,  James  Reeside,  on. a  suit  witn  the 
United  States  for  the  settlement  of  his  accounts 
with  the  Post  Office  Department,  recovered  a  ver- 
dict of  (188,496  06  in  his  favor,  and  praying 
Congress  to  provide  by  law  for  the  payment  ot 
that  sum;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

JOINT  RULE. 
The  following  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr. 
Tappan  on  yesterday,  amendatory  of  tbe  joint 
rules  of  the  two  Houses,  was  taken  up-  and 
adopted : 

Raotvtd,  That  there  shall  be  a  Joint  Committee  on  the 
Library,  to  consist  of  tbree  members  on  tbe  psrt  of  the  Ben- 
ate  and  three  members  on  the  part  of  Ihe  House  of  Bepre- 
sentativcs,  to  supenoteiid  and  direct  the  expenditure  of'the 
moneys  appropriated  for  the  Library,  and  to  perform  sucli 
otlier  duties  ss  are  or  may  be  directed  by  law. 

NOTICES  OF  BILLS. 

Mr.  WALKER  gave  notice  that  be  would,  on 
the  earliest  day  practicable,  ask  leave  to  bring  in 
a  bill  to  reduce  and  graduate  the  price  of  tbe  pub- 
lie  lands  in  favor  of  actual  settlers. 

Mr.  HENDERSON  gave  notice  that  he  would, 
on  to-morrow,  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  con- 
firm the  survey  and  location  of  claims  for  land  in 
the  State  of  Mississippi,  east  of  Pearl  river,  and 
south  of  tbe  thirty  first  degree  of  north  latitude. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN. 

On  motion  of  Mr.'  MILLER,  leave  was  granted 
to  take  from  the  files  of  the  Senate  certain  papers 
in  support  of  the  application  of  Jonathan  Free- 
man for  a  pension. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVAN^,  the  Senate  then 
adjourned. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wednesday,  Deetmher  6,  1843. 

The  minutes  of  yesterday  were  read. 

Mr.  M.  BROWN  introduced  his  colleague, 
Mr.  John  B.  Ashe,  who  was  qualified;  and  be 
then  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  introduced  liis  col- 
league, Mr.  Andrew  Stewart,  who  was  quali- 
fieil;  and  he  also  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  CROSS  introduced  Mr.  John  B.  Dawson, 
of  Louisiana;  who  was  qualified,  and  took  hia 
seal. 

AMENDMENT  OP  THE  JOURNAL. 

Tbe  SPEAKER  announced  tbe  order  of  busi- 
ness to  be  the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  inquired  whether  tbe  ques- 
tion of  amendment  of  the  Journal  of  yesterday 
would  not  take  precedence  of  the  amendment  of 
tlie  Journal  of  the  preceding  day.  A  proposition 
had  been  made  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
togetacertaiif  paperon  the  Journal  of  the  House; 
and  before  the  House  had  decided  that  question, 
tbe  Clerk  had  spread  it  at  length  here.  He  there- 
fore wished  the  Journal  of  yesterday  to  be  cor- 
rected, before  the  House  resumed  the  considera- 
tion of  the  proposition  to  amend  the  Journal  of 
the  preceding  day.  They  were  getting  involved 
and  entangled  by  these  irregularities,  and  he 
hoped  tiie  House  would  pause,  and  set  itself  right, 
before  going  further. 

Mr.  BARNARD  said  he  felt  no  embarntssnient 
or  entanglement.  He,  however,  merely  rose  to 
aak  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  tbe  question. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  stiU  further  enforced  hia 
appeal  to  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER  explaitied  that,  being  without 
rules  for  their  guidance,  he  had  taken  the  previous 
practice  as  his  precedent^ 

Mr.  BARNARD  said,  it  was  true  that  tbe  paper 
which  he  presented  was  on  the  Journal  of  the 
House;  but  it  was  there  on  bis  individual  motion; 
and  he  very  much  preferred  that  it  should  be 
there  by  tbe  decision  of  the  House.  He  therefore 
desired  to  press  a  vote  on  the  question;  and  he 
called  for  tbe  yeas  and  nays  on  tbe  motion  of 
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the  gentlemui  from  Virginia  to  strike  it  from  the 
Journal. 

TheSPEAKERinquired  if  the  eentleman  from 
Virginia  submitted  the  question  of  priority  ? 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  said  he  thought  it  was 
premature  to  spread  that  paper  at  length  on  the 
Journal,  until  the  House  had  come  to  a  decision 
thereon.  By  the  old  practice,  it  could  not  have 
eone  there  atall;  and  he  thought  the  Clerk  should 
have  waited  for  the  decision  of  the  House.  If 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  called,  it  would  neces- 
sarily be  entered,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  on 
what  the  yeas  and  nays  had  been  taken;  but  if  it 
remained  on  the  Journal  of  yesterday,  and  the 

Ieas  and  nays  were  now  taken,  it  must  go  on  the 
oamal  of  to-day  also;  and  he,  therefore,  hoped 
it  would  be  erased  from  the  Journal  of  yesterday 
by  general  consent;  for  this  repetition  of  such  a 
document,  to  say  the  least,  was  superfluous.  He 
had  no  party  feeling  to  gratify  in  this.  He  merely 
wished  some  system  to  be  established  in  making 
up  the  Journal,  and  to  avoid  placing  the  House 
in  the  ridiculous  attitude  in  which  it  must  stand, 
if  this  document  should  be  so  often  and  so  use- 
lessly repeated  on  its  Journal. 

The  SPEAKER  intimated  that  a  Question  of 
amendment  of  the  Journal  of  yesterday  would 
take  precedence,  and  the  proposition  to  amend 
the  Journal  of  the  prerioua  day  would  come  up 
properly  afterwards. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  concurred  with  the  Speak- 
er; and  he  added,  that  the  erasure  would  be  doing 
no  injury  to  the  gentlemen  who  wished  to  see  it 
there,  for  it  must  be  entered  on  the  record  on  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  called,  whether  the  motion 
on  which  they  were  called  was  carried  or  not.  It 
did,  therefore,  seem  to  him  that  il  would  be  suffi- 
cient that  the  Journal  should  state  that  the  motion 
of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  was  pending, 
as  it  would  come  up  again  to-day.  He,  there- 
fore, hoped  the  Journal  would  be  amended  by 
general  consent. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  justified  the  course 
taken  by  the  Clerk,  and  approved  by  the  Speaker, 
in  making  up  the  Journal.  He  also  quoted  from 
the  Journals  of  the  House  of  the  last  session  to 
show  that  the  course  now  taken  was  in  accord- 
ance with  the  precedents. 

Mr.  WINTHROP  suggested  to  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  [Mr.  Dbohooole]  the  danger  to 
which  he  was  exposed  of  involving  himself  in 
difficulties  which  he  sought  to  avoid.  For  in- 
stance: the  paper  was  now  on  the  Journal,  and 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  sought  to  erase  it; 
but  on  his  motion  for  that  purpose,  the  yeas  ai\d 
nays  might  be  called,  and,  necessarily,  it  would 
go  there  again;  and  it  would  also  be  again  re- 
corded on  the  decision  of  the  original  proposition. 
Thus,  if  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  persisted 
in  his  motion,  the  paper  might  go  on  the  record 
thrice;  for  he  should  certainly  call  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  gentleman's  motion, and  he  had 
no  doubt  there  would  be  found  one  fifth  of  the 
members  present  to  sustain  such  a  call. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  had  merely  asked  that  the 
paper  be  erased  from  the  Journal  by  general  con- 
sent, and  therefore  the  consequences  which  th« 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had  anticipated 
would  not  follow.  He  wished  it  doAe  by  general 
consent,  and  thereby  the  gentlemen  would  not  be 
prejudiced  or  suflTer  injury.  If,  however,  such 
was  to  be  the  pertinacity  with  which  the  gentle- 
men were  determined  to  act,  he  would  withdraw 
the  question ;  but,  in  justification  of  the  course  he 
had  suggested,  he  quoted  some  extracts  from  the 
parliamentary  law.which  had  never  been  repealed. 

Mr.  CHAPPELL  said  he  confessed  that  he 
thought  a  very  different  course  would  have  been 
pursued  in  reference  to  this  question.  In  every 
aspectin  which  it  could  be  viewed,  in  every  shape 
in  which  it  could  be  presented,  the  House  must 
exercise  in  regard  to  it  judicial  functions.  The 
House  was,  so  far  as  regarded  the  question  be- 
fore it,  merely  a  judicial  body;  and  the  only  func- 
tions which  they  could  by  any  possibility  perform 
in  reference  to  this  question  were  purely  and 
strictly  judicial  functions.  And  he  had  hoped, 
therefofc,  that  gentlemen,  of  whatever  phase  of 
opinions  they  might  be,  how  much  soever  op- 
posed in  the  convictions  of  their  own  judgments 
as  to  the  right  of  certain  gentlemen  to  occupy 
seals  upon  that  floor,  would,  nevertheless,  have 
shaped  their  action  in  that  House  in  a  manner 


suited  to  a  judicial  body.  Every  one  of  those 
gentlemen  would  have  the  right,  when  the  ques- 
tion should  bebroughtformally  before  the  House 
for  adjudication,  to  have  his- opinion  recorded 
upon  the  Journals.  As  a  member  from,  the  State 
of  Georgia,  and  entitled  to  the  seat  to  which  he 
had  been  chosen,  he  could  only  say  that  he  hoped" 
the  proceedings  upon  the  subject  would  be  judi- 
cially conducted.  The  House  being  organized, 
all  its  members  were  constituted  j  udges  upon  this 
question.  A  portion  of  that  House,  thus  organ- 
ized and  clothed  with  judicial  powers,  in  antici- 
pation that  the  question  would  arise  and  be  pre- 
sented to  them  for  decision,  had  presented,  and 
recorded  upon  the  Journal,  a  prejudgment  of  the 
whole  question.  This  was  the  extraordinary 
course  of  proceeding  which  had  been  adopted  by 
gentlemeh  at  this  stage  of  the  business.  As  one 
against  whose  right  to  a  seat  a  portion  of  the 
House  had  arrayed  their  judgment,  he  was  indis- 
posed to  ha^ve  anything  to  say  about  these  pre- 
liminary proceedings.  He  would  be  disposed, 
however,  to  have  somewhat  to  say  when  the 
merits  of  the  question  should  come  before  the 
House  in  its  judicial  capacity. 

^n  reference  to  what  had  been  already — most 
irregularly,  as  he  contended — placed  upon  the 
Journals,  he  would  suggest  to  the  consideration 
of  the  House,  and  especially  to  the  consideration 
of  those  gentlemen  whose  signatures  a[ipeared 
upon  that  paper,  whether,  in  view  of  the  judicial 
character  in  which  alone  the  question  could  come 
before  ihem,  it  was  a  proper  proceeding  on  the 
part  of  a  portion  of  the  members,  that  they  should 
not  only  prejudge  the  case,  but  that  they  should 
even  record  that  prejudgment  upon  the  Journal  of 
that  body.  He  would  again  repeat,  that,  in  ref- 
erence to  himself,  and  in  reference  to  those  of  his 
Stale  who  occupied  the  same  position  which  he 
did  upon  this  subject,  he  dared  not  what  might 
be  the  proceedings  of  the  body;  he  cared  not  what 
might  be  the  course  of  proceeding  adopted  by  gen- 
tlemen for  the  purpose  of  presenting  their  opin- 
ions; but,  for  the  sake  of  all  thai  was  becoming 
in  the  character  of  judges,  he  would  suggest  to 
those  whom  the  Constitution  of  the  country  had 
made  the  judges,  whom  it  had  clothed  with  judi- 
cial power  in  relation  to  this  subject,  the  propriety 
of  withdrawing  from  the  Journals  of  the  House 
the  record  of  their  prejudgment.  This  was  all 
that  he  had  at  heart,  touching  anything  and  every- 
thing that  had  yet  transpired  in  that  House  upon 
this  subject.  He  well  knew  that  the  prejudgment 
so  framed,  and  so  recorded  on  the  part  of  a  por- 
tion of  the  members  of  that  House,  would  not 
afiecttlierightsof  any  member;  nor  would  it  affect 
or  prevent  a  full  and  fair  consideration,  and  a  just 
decision  of  the  question  by  the  House.  But  he 
would  af^ain  ask,  for  the  sake  of  the  House  itself, 
as  a  judicial  body — as  a  body  acting  upon  this 
subject  solely  and  purely  in  its  judicial  character 
— he  would  ask  that  the  prejudgment  of  a  portion 
of  the  members  of  that  body  be  stricken  from  the 
Journals,  either  by  a  motion  for  that  purpose,  or 
by  common  consent.  And,  as  far  as  bis  knowl- 
edge of  parliamentary  proceedings  enabled  him 
to  judge,  he  believed  that  the  motion  made  by  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Drougoole,] 
which  he  had  just  consented  to  withdraw,  wns 
the  proper  one.  The  only  subject  of  controversy 
before  the  House  yesterday  was,  whether  the 
paper  was  a  proper  one  to  appear  upon  the  Jour- 
nals. Ere  the  House  had  adjudicated  upon  that 
question — while  the  question  was  still  pending 
and  undetermined,  the  Clerk  of  the  House  had 
spread  the  whole  matter  u  pon  the  Journals.  Were . 
the  Journals  of  the  House  not  to  be  controlled  by 
ihe  House.'  Was  it  to  be  permitted  that,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  suspension  of  debate  on  a  ques- 
tion, a  paper  should  be  recorded  in  spite  of  them  ? 
He  trusted  that  the  House  would  yet  maturely 
consider  how  far  it  was  proper,  under  the  circum- 
stances, in  reference  to  the  manner  in  which  it 
was  brought  forward  in  the  first  instance,  to  per- 
mit this  paper  to  be  made  a  portion  of  the  records 
of  that  body.  He  would  beg  of  the  House — he 
would  beg  of  those  gentlemen  whose  names  were 
signed  to  that  paper,  to  consider  how  it  was  due 
to  themselves,  and  to  that  House,  in  its  judicial 
character,  to  withhold  from  Ihe  Journals  this  pa- 
per, which  was,  in  fact,  neither  more  nor  less 
than  a  prejudgment  of  the  question  by  those  who 
were  to  be  the  judges  in  the  last  resort. 


The  SPEAKER  inquired  if  the  gentleman  in- 
tended to  offer  any  motion. 

Mr.  CHAPPELL  said  be  would  renew  Ihe 
proposition  which  had  been  made  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Dromgoole.] 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  said  if  the  gentleman.from 
Georgia  mould  embody  the  arguments  of  his 
speech  upon  paper  by  to-morrow  morning,  and 
move  that  it  be  entered  upon  the  Journal,  he  (Mr. 
J.)  would  have  no  sort  of  objection  that  it  should 
be  done;  for  it  was  evident  uiat  the  protest,  as  it 
was  called,  was  only  the  statement  of  an  argu- 
ment. If  the  gentleman  would  pre[)are  a  rebut- 
ting protest,  and  move  that  it  be  entered  upon  Ihe 
Journal,  ihe  gentleman  would  meet  with  no  op- 
position from  him.  But  be  certainly  objected  to  ■ 
the  useless  consumption  of  time  which  ihe  debate 
was  occasioning;  and  he  would,  therefore,  move 
to  lay  the  whole  subject  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  ROWLIN  being  desirous  of  addressing 
the  Chair  upon  the  question, 

Mr.  JOHNSON  withdrew  his  motion  to  lay 
the  subject  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  BARNARD  rose  to  a  question  of  order. 
He  understood  the  gentleman  upon  the  other  side 
had  moved  to  strike  from  the  Journal  the  resolu- 
tion which  he  (Mr.  B.)  had  offered  yesterday. 
He  submitted  to  the  Chair  whether  such  a  motion 
could  be  entertained.  The  House  had  received 
Ihe  resolution  in  the  regular  way.  The  resolution 
itself  was  perfectly  in  order;  and,  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  proceeding,  would  go  upon  the  Jour- 
nal. 

The  SPEAKER  overruled  the  point  of  order. 

Mr.  BOWLIN  said,  Ihey  did  not  shrink  from 
the  discussion  of  the  question.  They  were  not 
afraid  of  it.'  The  question  had  already  been  be- 
fore the  public;  and  both  in  State  Legislatures, 
where  it  had  been  agitated,  and  in  the  public 
prints,  the  act  of  Congress  had  been  condemned. 
They  were  not  afraid  of  discussion;  but  they  sol- 
emnly protested  against  placing  a  paper,  which, 
he  maintained,  was  not  respectful  towards  those 
members  who  had  been  elected  by  general  ticket, 
should  be  spread  upon  the  Journals,  and  sent 
forth  as  a  part  of  the  proceedings  of  thai  body. 
They  did  not  wish  lo  avoid  discussion ;  and  gentle- 
men mistook  greatly  if  they  undertook  to  assume 
that  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  dodging  the  question 
that  they  had  offered  opposition  to  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  paper  in  question.  When  the  proper 
time  s|joula  arrive  for  them  to  come  before  the 
House  upon  the  great  constitutional  question, 
Ihey  would  be  found  ready  and  willing  lo  meet 
their  opponents,  and  to  measure  lances  with  them. 
They  were  not  afraid  of  the  question,  and  he  did 
sincerely  hope  that  the  subject  would  be  allowed 
to  come  up  before  the  House  and  the  country;  that 
it  would  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of^  Elec- 
tions, that  a  report  would  be  made  by  the  com- 
mittee; and  that  all  proceedings  in  relation  to  it 
would  be  conducted  in  the  ordinary  way. 

He  was  but  little  versed  in  parliamentary  aflTairs, 
this  being  his  third  day's  experience;  but  it  did 
appear  lo  him  that  the  course  of  proceeding  which 
had  been  adopted  upon  this  occasion  was  a  very 
strange  one,  taking  a  common  sense  view  of  the 
matter.  That  any  set  of  members  ilhould  unite 
and  draw  up  an  argument,  and  have  it  spread 
upon  the  Journals,  certainly  appeared  to  him  sin- 
gular, lo  say  the  least  of^il.  Why,  he  could 
draw  up  an  argument  in  answer  lo  it  by  to-mor- 
row, and  move  lo  insertit  upon  Ihe  Journal.  But 
would  it  be  permitted  i  would  it  be  for  a  moment 
tolerated  ? 

[A  message  from  the  Senate  was  here  brought 
in  by  A.  Diceins,  Esq.,  who  informed  the  Speak- 
er that  the  Senate  had  passed  an  additional  joint 
rule,  in  which  they  desired  the  concurrence  of 
the  House.] 

I  might  prepare  my  argument,  (said  Mr.  B.;) 
but,  sir,  il  would  neither  be  received  nor  entered 
upon  the  Journal.  I  should  probably  not  be  lis- 
tened to;  and  I  cannot,  therefore,  see  the  reason 
or  justice  of  allowing  a  pro.test,  as  it  is  called,  of 
certain  members  of  this  House,  to  be  placed  upon 
the  Journals.  There  is  neither  reason  nor  jus- 
tice jn  it;  there  is  nothing  like  justice,  inasmuch 
as  it'is  not  only  disrespeciful  towards  members 
of  this  House,  but  it  is  derogatory  to  the  rights  . 
of  certain  Slates  of  this  Union.  Neither  the  ab- 
stract principleof  law,  nor  Ihe  rules  of  the  House, 
would  justify  it.    I  care  not  if  it  should  go  upon 
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the  Journals  each  day,  from  thU  time  until  the 
end  of  this  scsnion  of  Congress;  its  authors  will 
be  held  up  to  the  public  as  the  originators  of  what- 
ever eril  may  be  produced  by  it.  But  i  do  hope, 
at  least,  that  gentlemen  will  vote  regardless  of  the 
question  of  constitutionality,  and  allow  the  paper 
to  go  upon  the  Journals — twice  if  they  pleased — 
but  with  their  seal  of  condemnation  upon  its  face. 
Sir,  look  at  the  complexion  of  this  House,  and 
at  the  complexion  of  the  House  which  passed 
the  law  requiring  the  election  returns  to  be  made 
by  districts.  An  issue  was  made  upon  that  very 
law  throughout  the  whole  country.  We  have 
nothing  to  fear  from  it;  we  are  willing  to  meet  it 

'  at  all  times,  and  in  every  form  in  which  it  can 
properly  and  legall;^  be  presented.  But  what  I 
do  assert  is,  that  it  is  unjust  to  allow  fifty  gentle- 

•men  to  put  their  heads  together  and  draw  up  a 
judicial  decision,  and  make  use  of  the  Journals 
of  this  House  to  spread  that  decision  before  the 
public.  Whether  it  be  legal  or  not,  it  is  highly 
unjust.  And  I  was  not  a  little  astonished  when 
it  was  offered  to  be  done. 

I  did  think  that  there  wa%  more  magnanimity 
belonging  to  those  gentlemen  than  to  wish  to  send 
forth  a  statement  upon  one  side,  when  the  other 
aide  cannot  be  heard.  Sir,  gentlemen  are  mista- 
ken if  they  suppose,  for  a  moment,  that  we  care 
anything  about  it.  We  care  not  if  we  were  all 
sent  bacK  to  our  constituents.  We  would  cheer- 
fully return  to  them,  and  we  should  be  warmed 
in  their  bosoms.  Let  gentlemen  not  suppose  that 
our  seats  are  so  valuable  to  us.  We  are  not 
afraid  to  meet  the  question;  but  we  do  object  to 
the  gross  unfairness  of  placing  upon  the  Journal 

■  and  sending  forth  to  the  world  the  opinions  of 
fiftyj;entleman  that  we  are  sitting  and  voting  in 
this  House  contrary  to  law.  Whenever  gentle- 
men bring  up  the  constitutional  question  we  ar« 
ready  to  meet  them.  As  to  the  mere  fact,  however, 
of  allowing  this  paper  to  go  upon  the  Journal,  as 
for  myself  I  would  be  perfectly  willing  that  it 
should  go  a  hundred  times  upon  the  Journal — but 
let  it  be  accompanied  by  the  seal  of  condemnation 
upon  it — than  that  it  should  go  forth  secretly.  Let 
it  go  forth;  and  let  the  people  see  what  are  the 
sentiments  of  their  Representatives  hare  upon  this 
subject.  This  is  what  I  hope  they  will  do;  and 
1  trust  they  will  disregard  wholly  the  fact  of  its 
appearing  twice  upon  the  Journal;  and  I  appeal 
to  them  to  give  their  votes  according  to  their  opin- 
ions, regardless  of  that  circumstance.  I  do  hope 
that  no  considerations  of  this  Icind  will  induce 
gentlemen  to  withhold  their  voles  upon  this  prin- 
ciple. If  the  paper  goes  upon  the  Journal,  we 
have  another  meinod,  and  we  will  fill  up  another 
question.  If  we  live,  it  shall  not  stain  the  Jour- 
nals for  any  great  length  of  time. 

Mr.  BELSER.  That  the  question  now  before 
the  House  is  a  grave  question  cannot  be  doubted; 
and,  for  one,  I  must  say  that  I  do  not  admire  the 
feeling  that  is  displayed  by  certain  gentlemen  in 
arguing  it.  I  know  it  would  not  be  proper  now 
to  enter  upon  the  question  of  constitutionality, 
the  question  as  to  wRether  gentlemen  who  come 
here,  having  been  elected  under  the  general-ticket 
system,  have  a  right  to  seats  upon  this  Boor.  It 
is  not  the  proper  time  to  determine  this  question. 
The  only  question  now  is,  as  the  gentleman  from 
North  (Jarolina  [iVlr.  Rather]  said  yesterday, 
whether  this  House  shall  keep  a  correct  Journal 
of  its  proceedings;  whether  we  shall  perform  what 
we  have  solemnly  sworn  here  to  do,  namely:  to 
protect  and  defend  the  Constitution.  I  do  not  see 
any  dilTerence  in  principle  between  the  question 
now  before  the  House  and  the  question  which 
vas  before  it  yesterday.  They  are  part  and  par- 
cel of  the  same,  at  all  events. 

The  evident  object  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  [Mr.  Barnard,]  and  of  those  who  signed 
the  paper,  was  tg  have  it  spread  upon  the  Jour- 
nals; and  yet  it  has  never  been  even  read  to  the 
House.  Now,  we  are  sworn  to  keep  a  correct 
Journal  of  the  proceedings  of  this  House;  and, 
since  I  had  an  opportunity,  yesterday,  of  address- 
ing the  House,  and  asking  that  a  portion  of  the 
Journal  might  be  read,  1  have  examined  it,  and  I 
am  satisfied  that  the  Journal  of  yesterday  recites 
precisely  what  did  take  place  in  thi;  House  upon 
this  question.  But  have  we  any  knowledge  as  to 
the  character  of  the  paper  which  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  alluded  to  in  his  argument  ?  No, 
sir.  There  wtui  nothing  said  in  relation  to  the 
character  of  that  paper.    Tber«  is  no  member 


in  the  House,  except  those  who  signed  the  pa- 
per, who  can  precisely  know  what  its  character 
was. 

But  let  us  admit  for  a  moment  that  this  protest 
is  couched  in  respectful  terms:  I  want  to  know 
by  what  constitutional  right  gentlemen  claim  to 
spread  it  upon  the  Journals.  There  is  nothing 
in  the  Constitution,  nor  in  the  rules  of  the  House 
which  I  have  seen,  which  authorizes  them  to 
spread  a  protest  on  the  Journals.  I  admit  that 
they  lyive  a  perfect  right  to  demand  that  the  Jour- 
nal should  show  the  proceedings  of  the  House; 
but  if  this  paper  be  placed  there  in  the  manner 
proposed,  the  House  would  be  guilty  of  a  le^al 
fraud.  There  is  language  in  that  protest  which 
I,  for  one,  can  never  consent  to  see  placed  upon 
the  Journals  of  this  House.  If  I  could  believe, 
Mr.  Speaker,  that  I  had  committed  a  legal  fraud 
in  placing  you  in  that  chair,  I  should  consider 
that  I  was  unworthy  of  a  seat  upon  this  floor. 
I  know  that  this  is  strong  language;  but  the  lan- 
guage used  upon  the  other  side  is  equally  strong, 
and  has  emanated,  I  admit,  from  respectable  gen- 
tlemen; but,  as  was  remarked  by  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia,  they  have  prejudged  the  question. 
I  have  before  remarked,  that  we  cannot  now  go 
into  the  merits  of  the  question  of  the  constitu- 
tionality of  the  law  of  Congress,  whether  man- 
datory or  otherwise;  that  question  cannot  now 
come  up;  when  it  does  come  up,  we  will  be  ready 
to  meet  it.  I  am  not  prepared  to  say,  as  some 
have  done,  that  the  law  of  Congress  is  a  nulHty. 
It  is  a  grave  question,  and  we  ought  to  keep  our- 
selves uncommitted  in  regard  to  it;  for  upon  it 
depends  the  organization  of  this  House,  I  have 
not,  then,  risen  to  discuss  that  question;  but  I 
have  risen  to  insist  that  the  Journalaofthis  House 
be  preserved  unconlaminated.  And  I  ask  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  to  relieve  us  of  the 
difficulty,  by  putting  the  matter  in  such  a  shape 
that  the  question  may  come  before  the  House  in 
the  legitimate  and  proper  manner.  I  am  willing 
that  the  controversy  should  go  before  the  coun- 
try, and  I  am  ready  to  meet  the  question,  and  to 
argue  it  according  to  the  Constitution;  but  I  am 
not  willing,  inasmuch  as  1  have  sworn  to  preserve 
the  Consutution  of  the  country,  to  have  placed 
upon  the  Journals  of  this  House,  as  a  fact,  that 
which  exists  only  in  the  imagination  of  the  gen- 
tleman frnm  New  York  and  his  associates. 

iVlr.  BARNARD  desired  to  say  a  single  word 
in  explanation,  which  he  should  say  for  himself, 
and  not  for  the  large  number  of  gentlemen  who 
had  joined  with  him  in  addressing  their  protest 
to  the  House.  He  observed  that  objections  had 
been  urged  on  the  part  of  certain  gentlemen  against 
the  paper  presented  by  him,  that  it  anticipated 
the  ordinary  course  of  legislstion,  and  had  pre- 
judged the  question.  If  there  was  any  justice  in 
this  charge  it  would  be  a  grave  one;  but  what  was 
the  cage  presented  ?  To  his  mind,  it  was  simply 
a  case  in  which  gentlemen  from  several  States 
presented  themselves  to  the  House,  and  claimed 
to  be  members  of  it,  not  only  without  title,  but 
without  color  of  title.  He  repeated,  that  they 
come  here  not  only  without  title,  but  without  color 
of  title.  They  came  here  under  an  oct  of  nullifi- 
cation, nullifying  a  law  of  Congress — a  plain,  ex- 
plicit law,  which  no  man  in  the  nation  could  mis- 
understand. It  was  for  this  reason  that  he  re- 
garded these  gentlemen  asappearing  here  not  only 
without  title,  but  without  color  of  title.  Was  he 
bound,  then,  to  meet  these  gentlemen  as  hisequals 
in  the  organization  of  this  body  ?  Now,  when 
they  came  to  an  examination  of  this  paper,  it 
would  be  found  to  be  addressed  to  those  gentle- 
men particularly  and  personally;  and  there  was 
some  slight,  lingering  hope  in  the  minds  of  some 
of  the  gentlemen  who  signed  the  protest,  that,  had 
it  been  permitted  to  be  read,  they  would  have  re- 
frained from  participating  in  the  organization  of 
the  House. 

There  was  no  prejudging  of  the  case  by  that 
protest.  It  was  the  proper  time  forjudging  this 
question  when  those  members  having  no  titles 
appeared  to  take  their  seats  and  taka  their  oaths 
as  members  of  this  House.  They  had  now  taken 
their  seats  and  qualified  as  members,  snd  there  was 
no  way  of  getting  them  out  but  by  a  judicial  pro- 
cess. 

He  understood  the  question  before  the  House 
to  be  on  the  motion  of  ll>e  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, [Mr.  DROMQaoi.G,]  to  strike  out  that  part  of 
the  Journal  which  inserted  the  reaolatioo  offered 


by  him  yesterday.  On  that  question  he  called  for 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  HALE  observed  that  he  could  sincerely 
say  that  it  was  with  great  pain  that  he  .threw 
himself  again  upon  the  indulgence  of  the  House; 
but  he  should  be  wanting  in  duty  to  himself  and 
to  the  people  who  sent  him  here  if  he  sat  silent- 
ly in  his  seat  and  heard  remarks  made  derogatory 
to  himself  and  to  the'State  he  represented,  with- 
out replying  to  them;  not  only  remarks,  but 
arguments  spread  upon  the  Journal,  calculated 
to  prejudge  the  question  which  they  presented. 
The  honorable  gentleman  admitted  that,  if  it  was  a 
prejudgment  of  the  case,  it  would  be  obnoxious  to 
the  objections  that  had  been  made  against  it;  but 
he  denied  that  his  protest  had  prejud^d  the  case. 
Now,  he  would  ask  the  attention  of  tlie  House  to 
that  paper.  What  was  it?  Why,  in  that  paper, 
the  members  coming  here  from  four  States,  sent 
in  pursuance  of  the  lawsof  their  respective  States, 
and  of  the  Constitution,  who,  appearing  at  that 
table,  and  turning  to  the  Searcher  of  Hearts,  sol- 
emnly swore  to  support  the  Constitution  of  their 
country,  were  denominated  lawless  and  revolu- 
tionary, and  violators  of  law  and  order.  Here, 
in  obedience  to  the  laws  of  their  States,  and  in 
pursuance  of  what  they  religiously  believed  to  be 
constitutional  law;  in  the  performance  of  a  most 
solemn'duty,  and  appealing  to  their  God  for  the 
integrity  of  their  purpose,  they  were  branded  in 
this  paper  as  lawless  and  revolutionary.  Did 
not  this  sound  a  little  like  prejudging  the  case? 
To  his  mind  it  was;  and  moreover  it  was,  if  not 
disrespectful  to  the  members  referred  to,  at  least 
unkind.  The  Legislatures  of  their  States,  in  the 
exercise  of  their  discretion  and  judgment,  had 
solemnly  sent  foith  to  the  world  their  belief  that 
the  law  calling  on  them  to  district  their  States 
was  not  binding  on  them;  and,  in  his  heart,  h« 
solemnly  believed  they  were  right.  He  was  wil- 
ling to  stake  what  litlle  reputation  he  bad  that 
that  law  was  a  palpable  violation  of  the  Consti- 
tution, and  that  it  will  not  bear  the  test  of  scru- 
tiny. If  he  understood  anything  of  courtesy,  the 
gentlemen  excepted  to  in  that  paper  were  not 
treated  in  it  in  that  courteous  manner  which  ought 
to  be  used  towards  members  of  this  House. 
They  were  not  even  recognized  as  members  of 
the  House;  and,  though  they  were  not  exactly 
styled  fellows,  they  were  referred  to  as  "  certain 
persons"  who,  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
intimated,  had  come  here  to  commit  an  act  of 
lawless  violence. 

The  gentleman  went  further,  and  declared  that 
he  could  not  recognize  them  as  his  equals.  Sir, 
when  I  ask  that  gentleman  to  acknowledge  me  ss 
his  equal,  it  will  be  time  enough  forhim  to  refuse 
it.  Mr.  H.  asked  nothing  but  his  constitutional 
rights,  and  it  would  be  for  the  House,  and  not 
for  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  to  pass  upon 
them.  New  Hampshire,  it  was  true,  was  a  small 
State,  but  she  was  strong  in  the  Constitution;  and 
if  she  was  disfranchised — if  anything  was  done 
here  to  deprive  her  of  her  share  of  Representa- 
tives in  Congress — it  would  be  the  infiiction  of  a 
blow  not  on  her,  but  on  the  Constitution  of  the 
country.  Where  did  New  Hampshire  get  her 
right  to  be  represented  on  that  floor?  Was  it  by 
an  act  of  Congress?  No;  it  was  by  the  Consu- 
tution of  the  United  Slates;  and  it  was  not  pos- 
sible to  deprive  her  of  it  without  tearing  down 
the  barriers  of  the  Constitution.  In  conclusion, 
he  expressed  the  hope  that  the  motion  to  strike 
that  paper  from  the  Journal  would  prevail.  It 
would  be  doing  greot  injustice  to  suffer  that  pa- 
per to  remain  on  the  Journals,  and  he  trusted  that 
It  would  not  be  permitted  by  the  House.  He 
knew  little  about  the  rules  of  the  House,  or  of 
parliamentary  tactics;  but  he  claimed  the  posses- 
sion of  common  sense,  and  if  there  was  not  com- 
mon sense  enough  in  parliamentary  rules  to  pro- 
tect the  Journals  of  the  House  from  matter  which 
the  House  had  solemnly  refused  to  put  on  them, 
he  thought  that  the  committee  instituted  yesterday 
to  revise  the  rules  ought  to  have  been  appointed 
years  sgo.  It  was  high  time  that  the  House 
should  take  the  matter  into  consideration  now, 
when  it  was  seen  that  while  they  were  debating 
the  propriety  of  entering  a  paper  on  the  Journal, 
their  Clerk  had  talcen  that  matter  into  his  own 
hands,  and  decided  it  for  them,  by  making  the 
entry;  and  thus,  by  this  sort  of  legerdemain,  the 
House  was  tricked  into  a  decision  of  the  question 
they  were  debating. 
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Mr.  HUGHES  would  not  have  risen  to  say  a 
word  on  this  subject,  had  it  not  been  for  the  ex- 
traordinary position  taken  by  the  gentlemen  from 
New  York  and  North  Carolina.  1 1  seemed  to  him 
that  they  had  taken  an  illegal  course.  Had  it  not 
been  that  such  course  was  calculated  to  prejudge 
the  case,  he  should  not  have  opened  his  mouth 
till  the  subject  came  up  in  its  proper  order,  as  a 
legitimate  question,  brought 'before  the  House  in 
a  legitimate  manner.  But  the  honorable  member 
from  New  Vork  bad  said  that  the  gentlemen  from 
four  Slates  had  come  here,  not  only  without  a 
title,  but  without  the  shadow  of  a  title,  to  their 
■eats.  He  was  prepared  to  show,  whenever  the 
subject  came  up  properly  before  the  House,  that 
they  not  only  had  a  title  to  their  seats,  but  that 
their  title  was  as  indefeasible  as  that  of  the  gen- 
tleman himself,  or  that  of  any  of  the  gentlemen 
who  had  signeil  the  paper  to  which  his  name  was 
.  aAxed. 

The  gentleman  had  modestly.i-very  modestly — 
said  that  he  was  not  disposed  to  recognize  them 
as  his  equals,  as  to  the  right  of  organizing  the 
House;.but  when  he  should  ask  the  gentleman  to 
recognize  him  as  his  equal,  then,  but  not  till  then, 
should  he  consider  the  gentleman  entitled  to  enter 
bis  protest  on  the  Journals  of  the  Ifouse.  He 
should  tell  the  gentl^an  that  he  came  here  as  the 
Representative  of  the  people  of  Missouri ;  and  that, 
as  such,  he  had  as  much  right  to  his  seat  as  that 
honorable  gentleman  himself;  and  that  he  would 
maintain  his/ightsas  one  identified  with  the  honor 
and  the  Constitution  of  the  country.  He  would 
read  a  portion  of  the  honorable  gentleman's  pro- 
test, which  he  held  to  be  ap  disrespectful  to  the 
House,  that  he  was  sure,  if  the  honorable  gentle- 
roan  had  reflected  and  duly  considered  its  eflect, 
he  would  never  have  signed  the  paper  which  con- 
tained it. 

.  Now,  he  would  ask,  was  this  respectful  towards 
members  occupying  the  stations  they  did,  or  to- 
wards the  House  itself,  and  the  Presiding  Officer 
which  it  had  chosen .'  He  should  not  hesitate  to 
■ay  that  it  was  highly  disrespectful;  so  much  so 
that  he  would  repeat,  what  he  had  before  said; 
that  he  was  sure,  if  the  honorable  gentleman  had 
duly  reflected,  he  never  would  have  signed  that 
paper.  His  objections  were  not  from  any  indis- 
position to  meet  and  discuss  the  question,  but  to 
the  time  and  manner  of  pressing  it  upon  the 
House.  He  was  not  willing  to  permit  the  case 
of  the  gentlemen  who  were  the  subject  of  the  pro- 
test to  oe  prejudged  before  they  were  heard. 

Mr.  HARALSON  observed  that  the  House 
had  been  told  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
that  the  paper  was  intended  for  those  members — 
not  so  muon  addressed  to  the  House,  as  to  them; 
and  that  it  was  expected  they  would  retire,  and 
not  participate  in  the  organization  of  the  House. 
If  it  was  intended  as  an  address  to  those  mem- 
bers, merely  to  induce  them  to  retire  and  not  par- 
ticipate in  the  organization  of  the  House,  it  ought 
not  to  be  on  record  on  the  Journals  of  the  House 
as  a  part  of  its  proceedings;  and  he  saw  no  better 
reason  why  it  should  not  appear  there  than  that 
furnished  by  the  gentleman's  argument.  A  great 
objection  already  urged,  was,  that  the  paper  was 
not  respectful  to  the  House.    That  paper  says: 

"  Several  penoni  from  the  Slate  of  New  Haropsliire, 

fhere  individuals  of  that,  and  three  other  States,  are  named] 
lave  been  called  by  the  Clerk,  are  now  in  this  llall,  and 
have  answered  to  their  names  in  a  manner  to  leave  no  doubt 
that  their  intent  and  purpose  is  to  vote  wilh  the  duly-elected 
RepresentAtives  of  the  people  here  present  in  the  election 
orspeaker.  and  to  act  and  participate  fully  in  the  organi- 
zation of  the  UouieorEeptewBiaUvei,ai  i/theiiweremem- 
itnUertof." 

Now,  did  it  not  seem,  apart  from  the  disrespect 
to  those  members  and  the  House,  that  the  very 
■matter  in  controversy  was  assumed  as  a  fact  that 
did  exist  ?  By  what  right  did  the  gentleman  him- 
self come  as  an  elected  Representative  of  the  peo- 
ple .'  Had  he  any  better  right  to  say  that  he  was 
a  Representative  of  the  people  of  his  Stale,  than 
the  gentlemen  from  New  Hampshire,  Georgia, 
Mississippi,  and  Missouri  ?  He  would  ask,  was 
not  the  assertion  that  they  were  not  the  Represent- 
atives of  the  people  of  their  States,  a  prejudging 
of  their  case — a  prejudging  of  a  matter  which  the 
House  would  be  called  upon  hereafter  to  decide, 
should  it  become  the  subject  of  controversy? 
In  proof  that  it  was  a  prejudging  of  the  case,  Mr. 
H.  read  the  following  passage  in  the  protest: 

"  These  Iketi are  notorious,  indispntable,  and  andltputed ; 
they  are  knonro  to  all,  and  admitted  by  all.   Failing  to  elect 


by  diftrictfl,  tliey  have  failed  to  elect  at  all,  for  all  legal  and 
constitutional  purposes.'* 

Why,  this  was  the  very  question — a  question 
yet  to  be  tried;  and,  before  trial,  the  House  was 
called  upon  to  place  on  record  in  its  Journals 
what  prejudges  the  whole  case.  Was  it  not  fair 
that  the  gentlemen  representing  these  four  States 
should  have  time  and  opportunity  to  investigate 
the  contents  of  this  paper,  and  to  prepare  for  their 
reply  when  the  question  comes  up .'  Again,  this 
paper  says: 
"  Election  by  general  ticket  is  no  election  at  all." 
Was  not  this  prejudging  the  question  >  Again: 

**  No  existing  and  valid  law  authorized  any  such  election 
tn  bo  held  ;  and  no  election,  Uterefore,  has  been  held  in  (hose 
Stales  at  wliich  Representatives  for  the  Twenty  Eighth 
Congress  could  be  chosen." 

Why,  here  it  is  prejudged  that  no  election  has 
been  held.  Was  not  that  prejudging  the  whole 
question  ?  He  would  ask,  could  it  be  considered 
that  the  case  could  be  fairly  argued  when  it  should 
come  up  ?  Did  not  the  genilemen  who  signed  fhat 
paper  see  the  position  in  which  they  stood  ?  He 
hoped  they  would  reflect  upon  it,  and  withdraw 
their  paper.  When  the  proper  committee  is  or- 
ganized, and  reports  upon  the  subject,  should  it 
be  referred  to  it,  the  question  will  fairly  come  up, 
and  can  be  fairly  investigated.  He  objected  to 
this  unfair  and  premature  manner  of  forciilg  it 
upon  the  records  of  the  House.  He  would  read 
another  passage  from  this  paper: 

"  And  as  these  States  are  not  auiborized  by  law  to  hold 
an  election  by  general  ticket,  oroUierwise  than  by  districts, 
how  can  any  niBccr  or  functionary  therein  be  autimrized  by 
law  to  make  a  return  of  any  sucli  election?  We  are  not 
prepared  to  admit  that  any  person  Trnni  any  of  these  States 
can  have  in  his  possesiiion  any  legal  documentary  proof  of 
his  election  as  a  Representative  for  Uie  Twenty-Eighth 
Congress.  We  are  wet)  aware,  liowever,  that  an  attempt, 
if  now  made,  by  motion  or  resolution,  before  Uie  organiza- 
tion of  the  House,  to  exclude  these  persons  from  all  partici- 
pation in  tliat  act,  would  beatlcndi'd  with  great  einltarrass- 
mciit  and  great  delay,  and  witii  the  hazard  of  confusion, 
violence,  and  anarchy  in  this  Hall. 

"  We  have  concluded,  therefore,  to  content  ourselves, 
in  this  stage  of  the  business  of  the  House,  with  declaring, 
iu  this  formal  and  solemn  manner,  our  condemnation  of  a 
proceeding  on  the  part  of  ihe  persons  we  have  named, 
whicli,  if  performed,  we  shall  iiold  to  be  lawless  and  essen- 
tially revolutionary  in  its  cliaraeter,  subversive  of  the  Con- 
stitution, and  of  all  law  and  order,  and  tending  directly  to 
the  destruction  of  our  free  Government.  We  declare  that 
we  shall  regard  the  elecUon  of  Speaker,  if  effected  by  the 
votes  of  these  persons,  as  an  illegal  election,  and  a  legal 
fraud  upon  the  nation  ;  and  wc  shall  not  fail  or  cense,  auer 
this  body  shall  have  been  organized,  and  in  the  progress  of 
the  session,  to  make  every  effort  within  our  competencylo 
vindicate  the  law,  to  purge  the  House,  and  bring  it  back  to 
a  condition  of  constitutional  soundness." 

To  purge  the  House !  as  if  there  was  something 
offensive  in  it.  Here  was  a  decision  of  the  very 
matter  yet  to  be  tried.  He  objected  to  this  paper 
for  that  reason,  as  well  as  because  it  was  a  paper 
wanting  in  respect  to  the  House  and  to  the  geh- 
ileman  elected  to  preside  over  it. 

Mr.  HUNT,  of  New  York,  said  it  was  with 
reluctance  he  had  risen  to  take  any  part  in  the  de- 
bate. But,  as  one  of  the  members  whose  names 
were  attached  to  this  paper,  he  felt  himself  called 
upon  to  make  a  few  remarks.  He  did  not  pur- 
pose then  going  into  the  merits  of  the  question, 
but  to  intiuire  as  to  the  motives  under  which  the 
minority  nad  acted  in  bringing  the  subject  before 
the  House.  Those  who  had  signed  that  paper, 
held  that  the  law  of  Congress,  passed  in  1842, 
provides  that  the  States  of  this  Union  shall  elect 
the  members  of  this  House  by  districts,  and  that 
this  law  is  constitutional. 

It  was,  then,  from  a  conscientious  conviction 
of  the  members  whose  names  were  attached  to 
this  paper  that  the  elections  of  niembers  to  form 
this  House  should  have  been  in  conformity  with 
this  law,  that  they  objected  to  those  being  parti- 
cipators in  the  regular  organization  of  the  House 
who  bad  not  been  elected  in  conformity  with  the 
law.  It  had  not  been  their  object  to  (listurb  the 
preliminary  organization  of  the  House,  and  he 
did  not  then  propose  entering  bn  the  merits  of  the 
question.  He  only  intended  replying  to  some  of 
the  imputations  so  freely  indulged  in  by  gentle- 
men wno  had  already  spoken.  He  and  his  friends 
considered  it  to  be  their  right  that  the  paper  they 
had  offered  should  appear  on  the  journal  of  the 
House  at  that  very  stage  of  the  proceedings — 
that  it  should  there  appear  they  considered  t°his 
an  illegal  and  unconstitutional  organization  of  the 
House.  They  did  this,  looking  to  the  magni- 
tude of  the  result,  and  the  importance  of  the  ques- 
tion to  the  future  character  and  proceedings  of  the 


House.  He  hoped  that  the  rights  of  the  minority 
would  be  considered,  and  that  they  would  be  en- 
tilled  to  some  respect  from  the  majority  on  that 
floor. 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY  referred  to  that  part  of  the 
Constitution  which  provided  that  the  Journal  of 
each  House  should  be  a  record  of  its  proceedings; 
and  recapitulated  the  facts  as  to  his  colleague  [Mr. 
BaRNARo]  having  yesterday  offered  a  resolution, 
the  object  of  which  was  to  place  the  paper-he  had 
on  a  former  day  offered  to  the  House  on  the  Jour- 
nals; and  stated  that  the  question  now  wason  the 
motion  to  correct  the  Journals,  by  striking  out 
the  resolution  of  yesterday.  It  was  urged  that 
this  resolution  was  disrespectful  to  the  House,  and  ' 
to  gentlemen,  members  of  the  House.  He  did  not 
consider  this  deciding,  or  passing  a  decision  on 
the  question.  The  Journal  was  to  state  what  waa  ■ 
done  in  the  House;  and  it  was  subsequently  in 
the  power  of  any  gentleman  to  offer  a  resolution, 
stating  the  reason  why  he  considered  it  disrespect- 
ful to  continue  such  record  on  the  Journal.  He 
did  not  suppose  that  the  receiving  of  the  resolution 
setting  forth  the  contents  of  the  paper  could  be 
considered  as  committing  the  House  upon  the 
question  to  which  that  paper  referred;  for  there 
were  many  things  spread  upon  the  Journals  of  the 
House  to  which  it  could  not  be  considered  at  all 
committed.  He  would  not  himself  feel  committed 
by  any  opinion  which  that  paper  expressed;  for 
his  conviction  waa,  that  the  gentlemen  from  New 
Hampshire,  Georgia,  Mississippi, and  Missouri, 
were  as  fairly  here  as  any  gentleman  on  the  floor. 
He  should  feel  perfectly  free  to  vote  on  this  mo- 
tion, without  any  apprehension  that  his  vote  would 
decide  the  question  of  merit, and  without  any  doubt 
of  the  constitutionalityofthe  gentlemen  from  these 
four  States  having  taken  their  seats  for  the  organ- 
ization of  the  House.  He  should  rote  against  the 
present  motion. 

Mr.  STILES  considered  the  real  question  was, 
whether  the  paper  which  was  proposed  to  be 
read  on  a  former  day,  and  was  rejected,  should 
be  placed  actually  on  the  Journal  of  Ihe  House, 
among  the  minutes  of  its  proceedings.  It  was  a 
question  whether  the  mere  proposal  to  read  a 

Eaper,  entitled  that  paper,  no  matter  what  might 
e  its  contents,  to  be  placed  upon  the  Journal. 
The  very  idea  that  it  could,  was  in  itself  prepos- 
terous. He  would  ask,  would  it  be  a  proper 
minute  on  the  Journal,  to  say  that  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  had  read  the  paper  i  Did  the 
gentleman  read  the  paper  in  question  ?  No,  ho 
simply  proposed  to  read  it.  Was,  then,  the  mere 
proposal  to  read  that  paper  sufficient?  Is  there 
no  distinction  between  a  mere  proposal  to  do  a 
thing,  and  doing  the  thing  itself?  Could  a  mere 
proposal  be  construed  into  an  actukl  performance? 
The  House  is  to  keep  a  Journal  of  its  proceed- 
ings. Was  the  reading  of  that  paper  any  part 
of  its  proceedings.  The  Journal  should  present 
nothing  but  the  actings  and  doings  of  the  House. 
How  could  the  reading  of  that  paper,  or  the 
spreading  of  iui  contents  on  the  Journal,  be  con- 
sidered any  part  of  the  actings  and  doings  of  the 
House  ?  Were  the  mere  proposals  of  a  member 
the  actings  and  doings  of  the  House?  So  far  at 
the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
goes  to  say  that  he  proposed  to  read  a  paper,  ft 
IS  correct.  But  when  that  resolution  goes  fur- 
ther, and  states  the  contents  of  the  paper,  it  is 
incorrect;  because  the  House,  not  having  agreed 
to  receive  the  pa))er,  knew  nothing  authoritative- 
ly of  its  contents.  Had  they  been  known,  there 
would  have  been  reasons  growing  out  jof  the 
nature  of  the  paper  itself,  which  would  have 
excluded  it  from  a  place  on  the  Journal. 

The  impropriety  would  have  been  apparent  of 
taking  up  a  subject  in  that  way,  which  it  would 
be  the  duty  of  a  regularly-constituted  committee 
to  investigate  and  report  upon  before  this  House 
should  at  all  act  upon  it.  If  there  was  anything 
improper  or  irregular  in  the  election  of  these  gen- 
tlemen, let  it  go  before  that  committee,  and  then 
come  to  the  House  in  its  report.  The  whole 
thing  waa  not  only  improper  and  incorrect  in  fact, 
but  the  manner  in  which  it  waa  attempted  to  be 
done  was  tinprecedented  and  extraordinary.  The 
gentlemen  of  four  States  were  informed  that  they 
pretunud  to  call  themselves  members  of  that  body. 
Thty  had  not  presumed  to  call  themselves  mem- 
bers of  that  body.  Four  sovereign  States,  which 
had  elected  them  as  tktir  Representatives,  had 
presumed  to  call  them  members  of  this  House— 
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had  presumed  not  alone  to  c&ll  them  so,  but  to 
make  them  so.  And  this  protest  declares  the  act 
of  these  sovereign  Slates  lawless  and  subversive 
of  the  Constitution^  and  Government.  Yet  this 
protest,  which  had  not  been  read,  is  to  be  spread 
upon  the  Journal  without  ereatini;  embarrassment 
or  delay.  Ha  could  tell  gentlemen,  that  not  until 
both  Constitution  and  Government  shall  be  num- 
bered with  the  things  that  were,  can  such  a  pro- 
test be  spread  upon  the  Journal  of  this  House, 
without  creating  not  only  great  embarrassment, 
but  great  delay. 

Mr.  WELLER  observed  that,  for  the  purpose 
of  getting  rid  of  a  motion  so  very  embarrassing, 
be  should  now  move  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CHAPPELL  inquired  of  the  Speaker  if 
the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  would  dispose  of 
the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  (Mr.  Bar- 
herd's  resolution?)  k 

The  SPEAKER  remarked  that  it  would  not. 

Mr.  WISE  presumed  the  thing  could  be  set- 
tled in  a  more  airect  manner  than  by  a  motion  to 
correct  ihe  Journal.  He  rose  to  a  point  of  order 
— that  it  was  not  according  to  the  last  precedents 
of  the  House  during  the  last  Congress  to  incor- 
porate the  paper  rejected  with  a  resolution  slating 
the  rejection. 

Someeonversation ensued  Iwtween Mr.  WISE, 
Mr.  WHITE,  and  the  SPEAKER,  in  relation  to 
Mr.  Wise's  point  of  order. 

Mr.  WHITE  said  the  point  of  order  of  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  had  not  been  correctly 
made,  and  it  was  now  too  late  to  reach  the  ques- 
tion at  all. 

Mr.  WISE  said  (he  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
would  be  very  correct  in  his  remarks,  but  for  one 
irresistible  fact — and  that  was,  that  they  had  not 
yet  put  on  the  strait-jacket  of  the  rules  of  the  last 
■essioo  of  Congress;  thev  stood,  as  yet,  on  the 
parliamentary  law,  by  which  he  insisted  he  was 
enabled  to  rise  in  his  place  and  correct  error  when, 
error  existed.  Here,  then,  a  clerical  error  had 
been  committed — yea,  more  than  a  clerical  error, 
for  it  was  a  question  of  privilege,  and  the  com- 
mon law  of  Parliament,  which  was  the  law  of 
common  sense,  would  forbid  that  to  be  done  in- 
directly which  the  House  refused  to  do  directly. 
The  House  had  not  decided  that  the  paper  should 

fa  on  the  Journal,  and  non  eotutal  would  not  so 
eeide.  He  saw  what  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  was  at,  when  he  intpoduceiTthe  paper;  and 
hence  the  question  he  asked^  whether  it  would 
go  on  the  Journal } 

Mr.  RA YNERcalled  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 

finia  to  order,  on  the  ground  that  the  point  raised 
y  the  genUeman  was  involved  in  the  question 
before  the  House.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia 
insisted  that  the  paper  should  not  have  gone  on 
the  Journal.  A  motion  to  that  effect  was  pend- 
ing. A  motion  was  next  made  to  lay  the  original 
motion  on  the  table,  and  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia [Mr.  Wise]  proposed  to  discuss  the  ques- 
tion under  the  motion  to  lay  it  on  the  table.  First, 
then,  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  not  de- 
batable; and  next,  the  point  raised  was  involved 
in  the  pending  question  before  the  House. 

Mr.  WISE  replied  that  if  the  gentleman  from 
Noitb  Carolina  had  studied  the  rules  of  order, 
he  would  have  known  that  points  of  order  were 
not  cumulative,  and  could  not  be  piled  on  each 
other. 

gome  conversation  ensued  on  this  point. 

Mr.  WISE  contended  that  no  motion  to  lay  on 
the  table  could  be  pending  then. 

[Cries  of  "  auestion  !"  "  Q,ue8tion!") 

The  SPEAKER  put  the  question  on  laying  on 
the  table;  and  it  was  ne°;atived — the  vote  being 
64  in  the  affirmative  and  64  in  the  negative — the 
Speaker's  casting  vote  deciding. 

Mr.  WISE  then  contended  that  the  paper  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  ought  never  to  have 
gone  on  the  Journal;  and,  in  support  of  his  posi- 
tion, he  quoted  from  the  Journal  of  the  last  Con- 
gress several  cases  ns  precedents. 

Mr.  BARNARD  contended  that  the  cases 
quoted  were  not  strictly  applicable,  even  if  tliey 
were  correctly  stated. 


The  discussion  on  this  point  was  continued  some 
time  by  Mr.  WISE  and  iMr.  BARNARD. 

Mr.  HOLMES  contended  that  the  protest  in- 
troduced by  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr. 
Barnard]  must  necessarily  go  on  the  Journal; 
and  that  it  was  out  of  the  power  of  the  House  to 
put  it  off.     It  was  admitted  that  the  resoljition 
offered  embodied  the  protest;  in  other  words,  the 
protest  was  the  resolution.    Well,  tha  resolution 
was  received  by  the  House;  nobody  could  doubt 
that;  and  if  it  was  received  by  the  House,  it  ne- 
cessarily went  on  the  Journal  of  the  House — for 
the  parts  must  go  with  the  whole. 
.Mr.  WHITE  insisted  that  the  cases  quoted  by 
'  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  were  not  analogous; 
he  also  justified  the  Speaker  in  placing  the  protest 
on  the  Journal  as  the  record  of  business  which 
j  was  unfinished  and  pending.    The  cases  of  the 
'  gentleman  from  Virginia  might  have  had  some 
j  weight  yesterday;  but  as  the  House  adjourned, 
leaving  the  question  pending,  it  was  necessary 
that  the  Journal  should  contain  the  record  of  that 
business. 

I      Mr.  WISE  explained. 

I      Mr.  WHITE  observed  that  he  would  remind 
,  the  gentleman  from  Vii^inia  that,  in  the  case  he 
,  referred  to,  the  Chair  arrested  the  motion  at  the 
very  (hreshhold,  and  refused  to  receive  it,  on  the 
ground  that  the  House  had  refused  to  receive  the 
paper  it  referred  to.  What  was  the  case  here?  In 
'  the  protest  case,  the  Speaker  did  not  refuse  to  re- 
'  ceive  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
I  York,  [Mr.  Barnard;]   and  not  only  did  the 
I  Speaker  receive  it,  but  the  House  received  it,  and 
1  entertained  a  debate  on  it.    Where,  then,  was  the 
I  analogy  between  the  twocasesi  Iftlie  Speaker  had 
'  refused  to  receive  the  resolution,  there  would  then 
:  have  been  some  analogy;  but  that  not  being  done, 
but  being  received  in  the  exercise  of  his  sound  judg- 
ment, and  no  point  of  order  being  then  raised,  the 
lime  had  gone  by  for  raising  it,  and  there  was  no 
means  of  getting  the  subject  out  of  the  Journal. 
The  matter  had  become  part  and  parcel  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  House,  and  must  be  so  recorded. 
He  would  call  the  attention  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  to  one  fact,  connected  with  the  illustri- 
ous case  he  had  cited,  that  could  not  have  escaped 
his  memory.    Every  motion  made  by  that  gen- 
tleman was  refused  uy  the  Chair,  and  every  prop- 
osition  in  opposition   to  him  was  entertained. 
Why  did  not  that  fact  appear  on  the  Journal  ?  It 
was  not  in  consequence  of  any  arbitrary  disposi- 
tion in  the  Chair  that  his  decision  was  made;  but 
the  gentleman  would  recollect  that,  in  the  pro- 
ceedings he  had  just  read,  it  was  stated  that  the 
Chair  informed  him  that  he  would,  at  the  proper 
time,  refer  him  to  his  authority  for  the  decision 
he  had  given.    When  the  gentleman,  some  time 
afterwards,  came  to  his  table,  he  called  his  atten- 
tion to  the  authority  he  referred  to — which  was 
the  vote  of  the  President  of  the  United  Slates  him- 
self, when  a  member  of  the  Senate,  in  a  case  pre- 
cisely analogous,  against  receiving  the  protest  of 
the  illustrious  hero  of  New  Orleans.     When  he 
showed  to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  this  au- 
thority, he  admitted  the  decision  of  the  Chair  to 
be  correct,  and  asked  if  he  had  a  right  to  with- 
draw his  motion.    Soon  afler,  he  withdrew  it. 

Mr.  WISE  observed  that,  so  far  as  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  had  stated  the  facts  in  rela- 
tion his  showing  him  the  vote  of  President  Tyler, 
he  was  correct;  but  his  recollection  failed  him  as 
to  his  reasons  for  withdrawing  his  motion.  He 
never  understood  the  rules  of  the  Senate  as  he 
understood  those  of  the  House;  but  be  knew  one 
thing— and  that  was,  that  that  precedent  never 
would  govern  him.  He  repudiated  the  vote  of 
Mr.  Tyler  on  that  occasion,  as  he  would  that  of 
anybody  else,  in  refusing  to  receive  a  protest  of 
a  President  of  the  United  States.  The  reason 
why  he  withdrew  bis  motion  was  this.  He  had 
appealed  from  Cassar  to  Caesar's  Senate,  and  he 
knew  that  his  appeal  would  not  be  sustained.  His 
object  had  failed  in  getting  the  protest  recorded 
on  the  Journal,  and  he  withdrew  his  motion. 
That  was  after  the  point  of  order  had  been  de-' 
cided  against  him.    And  what  he  complained  of 


was,  that  the  Journal  was  not  made  to  show  that 
his  motion  was  decided  to  be  out  of  order.  "There 
was  no  notice  taken  of  it  whatever,  though  it  was 
debated  for  some  time;  and,  notwithstanding 
what  his  friend  from  South  Carolina  had  said,  it 
was  debated  to  the  extent  of  half  a  column,  as 
the  paper  he  had  just  read  from  showed,  though 
there  was  nothing  on  the  Journal  to  show  it. 

Mr.  WHITE  observed  that  he  had  no  inten- 
tion of  doing  any  injustice  to  the  gentleman.  He 
had  only  stated  the  facts,  from  which  he  drew 
his  own  inferences.  He  had  no  doubt  but  the 
reasons  now  given  by  the  gentleman  for  with- 
drawing his  motion  were  the  true  ones.  While 
up,  he  would  refer  to  another  precedent,  and  the 
latest  one,  which  was  stronger  than  any  that  had 
been  cited.  It  was  in  the  recollection  of  many 
members  there,  that  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, then  in  view  of  him,  asked  leave  to  lay 
a  paper  before  the  House,  accompanied  by  a  long 
preamble  and  bill,, and  moved  to  suspend  the 
rules'forthe  purpose  of  receiving  it.  The  House, 
by  a  solemn  vote,  refused,  by  a  large  majority, 
to  suspend  the  rules.  Upon  the  day  following, 
though  that  paper  was  not  even  read  and  re- 
ceived, he  moved  to  amend  the  Journal  by  insert- 
ing that  he  had  offered  a  certain  paper,  amount- 
ing to  a  long  preamble  and  entire  bill;  and  what 
was  the  action  of  the  House  upon  it?  The  Chair 
entertained  the  motion;  it  was  acted  upon;  and 
what  followed?  The  whole  preamble  and  bill 
went  upon  the  Journal,  and  the  gentleman  him- 
self, who  was  before  him,  would  bear  him  out  in 
the  correctness  of  this  statement.  The  record 
itself  would  show  it.  In  conclusion,  Mr.  W.  ex- 
pressed the  opinion  that  parliamentary  law  and 
the  usage  of  the  House  made  it  obligatory  on  the 
Speaker  to  receive  the  resolution  of  yesterday; 
and,  it  thus  beinga  part  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
House,  it  must,  as  a  matter  of  course,  go  upon 
the  Journal. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  here  moved  to  postpone 
the  whole  subject  till  to-morrow,  in  order  to  go 
into  the  election  of  the  officers  of  the  House. 

Mr.  WISE  suggested  to  the  gentleman  that, 
by  indirection  the  other  day,  the  House  omitted 
to  pass  upon  the  resolution  for  adopting  rales  for 
their  proceedings;  and  as  that  matter  would  take 
but  a  few  moments,  he  proposed  that  it  should 
then  be  decided.  * 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  said  he  was  aware  of  it; 
and  therefore  hoped  that  his  motion  to  postpone 
would  prevail. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  John- 
son's motion  of  postponement,  and  it  was  carried 
— ayes  89,  noes  56. 

ELECTION  OF  CLERK. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  then  moved  that  the  House 
proceed  to  the  election  of  a  Clerk. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  suggested  to  his  friend 
from  Tennessee,  that  it  would  take  but  a  few  mo- 
ments to  dispose  of  the  resolution  relating  to  the 
rules;  and  it  would  save  them  trouble  in  conduct- 
ing the  elections. 

The  SPEAKER  observed  that  the  resolution 
referred  to  went  over,  in  consequence  of  a  motion 
being  made  to  amend  it;  and  pending  that  motion 
the  House  adjourned. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  then  moved  that  the  House 
proceed  to  the  election  of  a  Clerk,  tiivavMe;  which 
motion  was  carried;  whereupon, 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  nominated  Caleb  J. 
McNulty,  of  Ohio;  and 

Mr.  VANCE  nominated  Matthew  St.  Clair 
Clarke,  of  Washington  city. 

The  SPEAKER  named  Messrs.  Davis  of  In- 
diana.VANCE,  and  Johnson  of  Tennessee,  tellers; 
end  the  roll  having  been  called  over. 

The  tellers  reported  that  the  whole  number  of 
votes  given  was  190;  of  which  96  were  necessary 
to  a  choice;  that  Mr.  McNulty  had  received  124 
votes,  and  Mr.  Clarke  received  66  votes. 

The  SPEAKER  then  announced  that  Mr.  Mc- 
Nulty was  duly  elected  Clerk  of  the  House;  and 
he  appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat  at 
the  Clerk's  table. 
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The  following  is  the  vote,  as  given  for  Clerk: 
For  Caleb  J.  McJ^utty.— Messrs.  ArritiBton,  AtkinRon, 
Bfttrdiley,  Benton,  Didlack,  J.  Black,  J.  A.  Black,  Block- 
well,  Bofflier,  Bower,  Bnwiin,  Boyd,  J.  Brinkerhoff,  Bmd- 
heiid,  A.  V.  Brown,  W.  J.  Brown,  Burke,  Bnrl,  Caldwell, 
Campbell,  J.  E.  Car}-,  Callin,  A.  A.  Cliapman,  Clinton, 
Cobb,  Culloin,  Dana,  Daniel,  R.  D.  Davis,  J.  VV.  Davis, 
Dawson,  Dean,  Oillingliam.  Douglas,  Dromgonle,  Duncan, 
Dunlap,  Ellis,  Farlee,  Ficklin,  Foster,  French,  Gilmer, 
Hale,  Hiimlin,  Haralson,  Hay»,  Henley,  Herrick,  Holmes, 
Uo|e,  Hopkins,  Houston,  Hubard.  Hubbell,  Hughes,  Hun- 

Serford,  J.  B.  Hunt,  C.  J.  IngersoU,  Jameson,  C.  Johnson, 
L.  Johnson,  J.  VV.  Jones,  G.  W.  Jones,  A.  Kennedy,  P. 
King,  Kirkpatrick,  Labranche,  Leonard,  Lewis,  Lucaa, 
Lumpkin,  McClelland,  McClernand,  McConnell,  McDow- 
ell, McKay,  Mathews,  Moore,  Murphy,  Norris,  Owen,  Par- 
nieriter,  Payne,  Pettit.E.  D.  Poller,  Pratt,  Purdy,  Ratllbnn, 
A.  U.  Bead,  D.  S.  Reid,  Reding,  Relfe,  Rilter,  Robinson, 
Russell,  St.  John,  Saunders,  T.  H.  Seymour,  D.  L.  8ey- 
monr,  Simons,  Simpson,  Slidell,  J.  T.  Smith,  T.  Smith,  R. 
Smith,  Steeiirod,Stelsoii,J.  Stewart,  Stiles, Stone,  Strong, 
Sykfs,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Tibbatts,  VVcller,  Wi-nlworth, 
Wheaton,  Williams,  Wilkiiw,  Woodward,  J.  A.  Wright, 
and  Yost— 134. 

>Ti>r  Afat/Aeio  St.  Clair  Clarke. — Messrs.  Adams,  Ashe, 
Barringer,  Barnard,  M.  Brown,  J.  Brown,  Butflngtnn,  Car- 
roll, Chappell,  Chilton,  Clingman,  Cnllniuer.  Cranston, 
Cross,  G.  Davis,  Deherry,  Delict,  Dickey,  Dickfnsdn,  Fish, 
Florence,  Foot,  Frick,  Giddiligs,  W.  Green,  Griimell,  Ori- 
der,  Hardin,  Harper.  Hudson,  VV.  Hunt,  J.  R.  Ingersoll, 
Irvin,  Jenks,  P.  B.  Julinson,  D.  P.  King,  Mcllviiine,  iMarsli, 
E.  J.  Morris,  .Moscley,  Ncs,  Newton,  Patterson,  Paylon, 
Phosnix,  E.  R.  Potter,  Ramsey,  Rayner,  C.  ]^.  Reed,  Rod- 
ney, Rogers, Sample,  Schenck,Senter,  A.  Smith,  A.  Stew- 
art, Thoinasson,  Tildcn,  Tyler,  Vance,  Vanineter,  Vinton, 
While,  Winilitop,  Wise,  and  W.  Wright— 6G. 

GENERAL  ANDREW  JACKSON. 

Mr.  C.  J..  INGERSOLL,  in  pursunnce  of  no- 
tice pven  on  Monday,  asked  leave,  and  intro- 
daced  the  following  bill: 

An  act  to  refund  the  fine  impoaed  on  General  Andrew 
'  Jacksoiv 

Be  U  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  Haute  of  Repre§enialivea 
ofthcUniled  Stalea  of  ^mericainConpress  astemhted^  That 
the  sum  of  $1,000,  paid  by  General  Andrew  Jackson  as  a 
line  imposed  on  him  at  New  Orleans,  the  31st  day  of  March, 
1815,  be  repaid  to  him,  together  with  interest, at  the  rale  of 
six  per  cent,  a  year,  since  then,  out  of  any  moneys  ia  tbe 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

The  bill  having  been  read  twice, 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  moved  to  refer  it  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  and  that  it 
b«  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  VANCE  moved  that  the  House  adjourn; 
which  motion  was  rejected. 

Mr.  WINTHROP  observed  that  there  were 
no  rules  of  the  House  yet  adopted,  under  which 
to  dispose  of  bills. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  replied  that  they  had 
the  rules  of  the  parliamentary  law,  and  that  was 
enough  for  his  purpose. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  C.  J.  Ikgersoll  was  then 
adopted, 

ELECTION  OF  PRINTER. 

Mr.  McKAV  said  he  had  a  resolution  now  to 
ofTer,  that  the  House  now  proceed  tn  the  election 
of  a  Primer.  Before  he  submitted  it,  however, 
he  wished  to  make  a  few  observations  in  expla- 
nation. The  congressional  priming  up  to  1839 
was  executed  under  the  operation  of  the  joint 
resolution  of  1819,  but  at  that  time  it  was  consid' 
ered  that  the  prices  fixed  by  that  joint  resolution 
were  loo  high;  and  the  whole  subject  being  sub- 
mitted to  a  select  committee  of  intelligent  mem- 
bers, the  result  of  their  inveslications  was  a  very 
voluminous  report,  and  which  he  had  then  in  his 
desk,  recommending  a  reduction  in  the  scale  of 
pricesof fifteenpercent.  The minnrityofthecom- 
mittee,  who  were  gentlemen  of  the  Whig  party, 
recommended  a  much  larger  reduction  —  say 
twenty  percent.  At  the  extra  session,  the  subject 
of  the  Printer's  compensation  was  again  taken 
up,  and  an  examination  gone  into.  [Mr.  McK. 
read  the  resolution  of  the  extra  session  on  that 
subject.]  The  prices  were  then  fixed  at  twenty 
percent,  less  than  the  prices  of  1819,  under  which 
reduction  Gales  &  Seaton  were  elected  Printers; 
but,  unfortunately,  the  same  majority  who  had 
thus  reduced  the  prices  of  the  Printers,  repealed 
their  act  at  the  last  session,  by  adding  aii  appro- 
priation to  the  general  appropriation  bill, sufficient 
to  make  Gales  &  Seaton  a  compensation  equal  to 
the  prices  fixed  by  the  joint  resolution  of  1S19. 
.  He  did  not  advert  to  this  fact  for  the  purpose  of 
censuring  the  majority  for  what  they  did,  but  to 
show  how  the  prices  had  got  up  again  after  being 
reduced.  i 

This  mightsecm,  to  many  of  the  new  members  > 
here,  to  be  a  small  matter;  but  it  would  cease  to  ! 
be  so  when  they  learned  that  the  printing  of  the 
House  for  the  Twenty-Seventh  Congress,  exclu-  I 


sive  of  tbe  Senate,  amounted  to  $200,000.  By 
this  they  would  seehow  much  the  reduction  would 
amount  to.  It  was  desirous  that  this  reduction 
should  take  place  before  the  election  of  Printer, 
so  that  the  persons  elected  might  know  what  they 
had  to  depend  upon.  Blair  &  Rives  accepted  the 
office  under  the  reduction  of  fifteen  per  cent,  below 
the  prices  of  the  resolution  of  1819;  so  that  th^ 
could  not  object  to  the  resolution.  Mr.  McK. 
then  submitted  the  following  resolution ;  which 
was  read: 

Resolvedf  That  the  House  nowproceed  to  Ihe  election  of 
Printer  of  this  House  for  the  Twenty-Eighth  Congress, 
whose  compensation  shall  be  the  same  that  was  allowed  to 
the  Printer  of  the  House  for  the  Twenry-Sixlh  Congress, 
subjecrio  such  alterations  as  may  be  made  in  the  joint  reso- 
lution of  the  3d  March,  1819,  directing  the  manner  in  which 
the  printing  of  Congress  shall  be  executed,  fixing  the  prices 
thereof,  and  pntviding  for  the  appointment  of  a  Printer  or 
Printers. 

Mr.  GILMER  submitted  the  following  as  an 
amendment,  to  be  added  to  the  resolution: 
And  that  the  Printer  who  may  be  elected  by  this  House 

shall  serve  until  the  close  of  the  present  Congress,  unless 
it  shall,  in  the  mean  time,  he  provided  by  law  Ihat  Ihe  pub- 
lic patronage  of  the  Government  shall  be  separated  from  Uic 
public  press ;  in  which  event,  his  service  shall  cease. 

Mr.  WISE  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
amendment;  but,  a  sufficient  number  not  rising  to 
sustain  the  call,  Mr.  .W.  asked  for  tellers;  upon 
which, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GIDDINGS,  the  Mouse 
adjourned. 

IN  SENATE. 
Tbcrsdat,  Deetmber  7,  1843. 
The  following  Senators,  in  addition  tn  those 
who  have  been  heretofore  announced,  appeareil 
in  their  seats  to-day: 

Mr.  Choate,  of  Massachusetts;  Mr.  Barkow, 
of  Louisiana;  and  Mr.  Woodbridge,  of  Michi- 
gan. ♦ 
EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATION. 

The  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
communication  from  the  Treasury  Department, 
covering  the  accounts  of  the  Auditor  for  the  Post 
Office  Department  for  the  year  beginning  July  1, 
1841,  ami  ending  June  30,  1843;  which,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Evans,  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WHITE,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  Madame  Delusser  have  leave  to  wldidraw 
her  iwUtlon  from  Uie  files  of  the  Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KING,  leave  was  granted  to 
withdraw  from  the  files  of  the  Senate  the  petition 
of  Goldthwaite  &  Lyon,  of  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama. 

NOTICES  OP  BILLS. 

Mr.  BARROW  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on 
to-morrow,  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  settle 
the  land  titles  of  the  State  of  Louisiana. 

Mr.  BATES  gave  notice  that  he  would,  at  the 
earliest  day  practicable,  ask  leave  to  introduce  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Newman,  and  a  bill 
for  the  payment  of  the  balance  due  the  State  of 
Massachusetts  for  the  service  of  her  militia  in  the 
last  war. 

ADJOURNMENT  OVER. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  that  when  the  Senate 
adjourns,  it  adjourn  till  Monday  next. 

CREDENTIALS. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  presented  the  credentials  of 
Hon.  Daniel  E.  Hdger,  elected  by  the  Legisla- 
ture of  South  Carolina  a  Senator  from  that  Slate, 
to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation 
of  Hon.  Mr.  Calhoun.     He  was  qualified. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BENTON.,  the  Senate  then 
adjourned. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES 
Thorsday,  Dectmbtr  7,  1843. 

The  minutes  of  yesterday  were  read. 

Mr.  BURKE  asked  for  the  action  of  the  House 
on  a  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  in  relation  to 
(he  Congressional  Library. 

The  resolution  was  read  by  tbe  Clerk,  and 
concurred  in,  as  follows: 

Aesofeed,  That  there  shall  be  n  Joint  Commltlee  on  the 
Library,  to  consist  of  three  mcni Iters  on  the  part  of  tbe  Sen- 
ate ond  three  ineintwrs  on  the  part  of  the  House  of  Reprc- 
sentaiiveg,  to  superinleniland  direct  the  expendilurc  of  Uie 


moneys  appropriated  fnr  the  Library,  and  to  perform  aucfa 
other  duties  as  are  or  may  bo  directed  by  law. 

CONTESTED  ELECTIONS. 

Mr.  NEWTON  presented  the  memorial  of  Mr. 
Goggin,  of  Virginia,  complaining  of  the  undue 
election  of  Mr.  Thomas  W.  Gilmer;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Elections  to  be  here- 
after appointed,  and  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  ADAMS  rose  to  present  the  memorial  of 
John  M.Botts,  who  was  contesting  the  seat 

The  SPEAKER  here  rose,  left  the  chair,  and 
called  Mr.  Bearoslet  to  preside  for  him. 

Mr.  ADAMS  ihen  repeated  that  he  rose  to  pre- 
sent the  memorial  of  John  M.  Botts,  contesting 
-the  right  of  Mr.  John  W.  Jones  to  a  seat  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  tbe  United  States, 
as  a  Representative  of  the  sixth  congressional 
district  of  Virginia. 

The  memorial  was  laid  on  the  table,  to  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Elections  when  ap- 
pointed, and  was  ordered  to  be  printed.* 

The  SPEAKER  then  resumed  his  seat. 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  moved  that  the  unfinished 
buslnaps  of  yesterday,  in  relation  to  the  election 
of  a  Printer  to  this  House,  be  now  takeii  up. 

Mr.  GILMER  begged  (n  say,  in  relation  to  the 
amendment  which  he  yesterday  offered,  that  at 
an  early  period  it  was  bis  intention  to  introduce 
a  bill  to  divorce  the  political  press  of  the  country 
from  the  public  Treasury. 

Mr.  BARNARD  said  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia was  mistaken  as  to  the  business  now  in 
order.  The  question  pending  on  the  amendment 
of  the  Journal  was  entitled  to  precedence. 

The  SPEAKER  said  he  thought  not.  The  un- 
finished business  of  yesterday,  now  first  in  order, 
was  that  in  relation  to  the  election  of  a  Printer, 
which  was  left  unfinished  at  the  adjournment  of 
the  House;  and,  when  that  business  was  disposed 
of,  the  business  alluded  to  by  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  would  be  called  up. 

Mr.  WHITE  inquired  if  tbe  business  to  which 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  alluded  was  not 
postponed  specifically.' 

The  Clerk  read  the  motion  from  which  it  ap- 
peared ihat  il  was  postponed  until  "to-morrow." 

Mr.  WHITE  contended  that  questions  in  re- 
lation to  an  amendment  of  the  Journal  took  pre- 
cedence of  all  others. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  suggested  that  the  House 
should  decide  the  ordei'  of  precedence. 

The  SPEAKER  still  gave  precedence  to  the 
election  question. 

Mr.  WHITE  said  a  correction  of  the  Journal 
was  a  privileged  motion, and  overruled  everything 
else;  he  should  therefore  appeal  from  the  decision 
of  the  Chair;  and  as  the  question  involved  was  a 
very  important  onl,  be  should  demand  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and,  being 
taken,  resulted — yeas  117,  nays  55. 

So  the  decision  of  the  Chair  stood  as  the  judg- 
ment of  the  House. 

LAW  OF  COPYRIGHT. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  gave  notice,  that,  at 
an  early  period,  he  should  ask  leave  to  introduce 
a  bill  on  the  subject  of  copyright. 

president's  MESSAGE  IN  GERMAN. 

Mr.  R.4MSEY  submitted  a  resolution,  direct- 
ing three  thousand  copies  of  the  annual  message 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  be  printed 
in  the  German  language,  for  the  use  of  the  House, 
[laughter,!  under  the  direction  of  the  Clerk. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  said  he  should  like  to  know 
what  had  become  of  the  resolution  of  the  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina,  which  the  House  had 
just  decided  had  priority  over  all  other  business. 
He  must  insist  that  it  be  taken  up  and  disposed 
of  before  any  other  business  was  acted  upon. 
ELECTION  OF  PRINTER.    ■ 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  McKat  was  then  taken 
up;  which  is  as  follows:  , 

Retolvrd,  That  the  House  now  proceed  tn  the  election  of 
Printer  of  this  House  for  the  Twenty-Eighth  Congress, 
whose  compensation  shall  be  the  same  that  was  allowed  to 
the  Printer  of  the  House  for  the  Twenty  Sixth  CongrCM, 
subject  to  such  alterations  as  may  be  made  in  the  Joint  res- 
oluiion  of  the  3d  March,  1819,  direcUng  the  manner  in  whicb 
the  printing  of  Congress  shall  be  executed,  fixing  the  prices 
thereof,  and  providing  for  tbe  appointoient  of  a  Ptiutei  or 
Printers. 
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And  also  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Gilmer  was 
taken  up,  as  follows: 

AdiI  that  the  Prinlor  wlio  miir  be  elected  by  Ihin  Floufe 
fliiail  5erve  until  the  clotse  of  the  pre-tent  Conf  rew,  unle<<8 
it  rball,  ia  ihc  mean  time,  be  pmvided  by  law  that  the  pub- 
lic (tairniiagi'  of  tite  Government  shall  be  «eparated  froio  the 
pnliiical  pmss ;  ill  which  event  bis  aerTice  shall  cease. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  said  lie  hoped  tlienmendment 
Uuheresniution  would  not  be  adopted.  He  thought 
it  would  be  unjust  towards  the  Printer,  whoever 
lie  might  be,  to  adopt  it.  It  was  presumed  that 
the  Printer  must  necessarily  incur  considerable 
expense  fur  the  faithful  discharge  of  the  duties 
which  would  devolve  upon  him.  Within  a  week, 
a  fortnight,  or,  at  most,  a  month  after  Ihi;  ex- 
pense had  been  incurred,  a  law  of  Congress  might 
be  passed  to  separate  the  public  printing  from  the 

oliiical  press,.  Then,  if  this  resolution  should 
e  adopted,  the  consequence  would  be  the  Printer, 
after  having  incurred  all  the  expense  necessary 
for  the  discharge  of  his  duty,  would  be  turned 
out,  and  would  necessarily  sustain  a  heavy  loss. 
He  hoped  the  resolution  in  the  form  in  which  it 
had  been  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  would  be  adopted;  and  that  the  Printer 
should  have  his  appointment  fur  the  whole'Con- 
grcss,  or,  at  all  events,  for  the  whole  session.  He 
wouM  in  such  case  be  much  better  prepared  for 
the  discharge  of  his  duty.  He  had  said  it  would 
be  unjust  tu  ihe  Printer;  it  would  also  be  so  to 
the  public,  inasmuch  as  the  Printer  could  of  coilrse 
better  discharge  his  duty  to  the  country,  if  there 
were  a  certainty  as  to  the  period  of  his  employ- 
ment, than  if  it  were  left  in  uncertainty.  If  it 
should  please  Congress  to  pass  a  law  separalin|; 
the  public  printing  from  the  polilicnl  press,  let  it 
be  prospective  in  its  operation,  and  not  interfere 
with  contracts  already  made. 

Mr.  CROSS  suggested  a  modification  of  the 
original  resolution,  by  inserting  the  word  "  here- 
after;" without  which,  he  said,  it  would  not  be, 
to  his  mind,.8ufticienily  explicit. 

Mr.  McKAY  expressed  his  willingness  to 
adopt  the  modification. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  said  he  thought,  with 
the  gentleman  from  Arkansas,  that  the  rcsolutioji 
should  not  be  adopted  without  some  modifica- 
tion. He  recollected  that  he  bad  been  upon  the 
Committee  on  Printing,  when  the  reduction  was 
made  of  fil^cn  percent.;  and  his  own  individual 
opinion  at  the  time  was,  that  the  reduction  was 
too  great.  He  voted  to  reduce  the  price  six  per 
eent.;  but  he  was  overruled  by  the  committee, 
and  the  resolution  for  a  reduction  of  fifteen  per 
eent.  was  reported.  If  there  was  public  printing 
to  be  executed  to  the  same  extent  there  was  then, 
it  might,  perhaps,  be  but  a  just  and  fair  reduc- 
tion; but  it  had  lately  been  the  practice  for  Con- 
gress to  order  less  printing,  by  about  one  half, 
than  it  did  then.  If  the  resolution  of  the  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina  should  be  adopted,  and 
the  House  should  pursue  the  same  economical 
coarse  which  they  had  lately  done,  it  would  be 
out  of  the  power  of  any  public  printer  whatever 
to  execute  with  fidelity  and  dispatch  the  public 
printing,  and  save  himself  from  loss.  He  had 
conversed  with  some  of  the  printers  of  the  Dis- 
trict, and  he  was  informed  that  it  would  be  im- 
possible for  them  to  do  justice  to  the  business, 
and  save  themselves  from  loss,  upon  those  terms, 
unless  thelamou  lit  of  printing  should  beincreased. 
Ue  merely  threw  out  these  suggestions  for  the 
consideration  of  the  House;  anilif  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina  would  consent  that  the  re- 
duction should  not  be  more  that  ten  per  cent,  at 
most,  be  would  heartily  concur  with  nim;  for  he 
would  be  found  to  go  as  far  as  he  who  went  fur- 
thest in  any  particular  of  economy  which  would 
not  deprive  labor  of  its  fair  equivalent. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  asked  for  the  reading  of  the 
resolution;  and  (it  having  been  read  by  the  Clerk) 
■oggeated  that  a  specific  time  should  be  fixed  for 
the  continuance  of  the  contract  with  the  Printer. 
This,  he  thought,  would  obviate  the  objection  of 
the  gentleman  from  Arkansas;  and  he  (Mr.  C.) 
would  then  cheerfully  vote  for  the  resolution. 
Without  such  modification,  he  thought  it  would 
be  exceedingly  unjust  towattls  the  Printer. 

Mr.  GILMBRsaid  itwasnot  his  desire  to  per- 
petrate an  injustice  in  any  way.  All  that  he  de- 
aired  was  to  have  a  fair  understanding,  both  on 
the  part  of  the  House,  and  also  on  the  part  of 
whoever  might  be  elected  Printer,  that  there  might 
be  DO  disappointment,  no  injustice,  and  no  neces- 


sity for  further  legislation  upon  the  subject.  The 
j  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  had  suggested 
I  that,  by  fixing  the  period  of  duration,  injustice 
'  would  be  obviated.  But  suppose  they  were  to 
fix  upon  the  end  of  the  session,  or  any  day  within 
the  compass  of  the  present  Sission;  and  suppose, 
when  that  day  arrived,  Congress  had  not  passed 
a  measure  for  separating  the  public  printing  from 
the  political  press:  what  then  would  happen .' 
There  would  bc.no  Printer  to  the  House,  and 
they  would  have  to  proceed  again  to  the  election 
ofaPrinter.  He'thouglit,  therefore,  it  would  bo 
better  to  have  the  time  indefinite.  He  was  con- 
vinced the  House  would  not  permit  the  Printer, 
whoever  he  might  be,  to  sufferjoss  in  consequence 
of  any  expenditures  in  the  public  service. 

Mr.  PARMENTERwns  understood  to  say  he 
had  served  lliree  consecutive  congressional  terms, 
and  during  that  time  he  did  not  think  the  House 
had  been  well  served  in  regard  to  th6  printing. 
Ho  thought,  nt  least,  the  Printer,  whoever  He 
might  be,  should  not  have  it  in  his  power  to  use 
the  argument  that  he  did  not  know  how  lung  he 
would  continue  to  hold  the  office,  as  a  pretext  for 
tloing  the  work  badly. 

Mr.  DICKEY  offered  an  amendment,  propos- 
ing that  the  printing  be  given  out  by  contract,  to 
the  lowest  bidder,  to  be  executed  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Clerk.  Mr.  D.  said  he  had  no  great 
objection  to  the  printing  of  the  House  being  done 
by  die  political  press;  but  he  did  desire  that  the 
printing  should  be  done  at  the  least  possible  ex- 
pense to  the  Government.  He  presumed  it  was 
the  desire  of  the  House,  as  well  as  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  himself,  that  the  public  ex- 
penditure should  be  economized;  and,  as  this 
proposition  would  probably  accomplish  his  ob- 
ject, lie  hoped  the  gentleman  would  receive  it  as 
a  modification  of  his  amendment. 
•The  SPEiVKER  remarked  that  it  would  not  be 
in  order  to  move  this  amendment  until  the  other 
one  was  disposed  of. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upoii  Mr.  Gil- 
mer's amendment;  and  resulted — yeas  59,  nays 
134;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Mewm.  Ashe,  Darringer,  Be>rd«lcy,  A.V.  Brown, 
i.  Brown,  A.  A.  (Chapman,  Cliappell,  Chillon,  Clinjiinan, 
t;ollainer,  G.  Oavis,  Ueberry,  Uellet,  Florence,  Pont, 
Pn'nch,  Gitiner,  Gridcr,  Hardin,  Itarpcr,  Hopkins, W.  Hnni, 
J.  B.  hiiiersnll,  (rvin,  P.  U.  Jobnuoii.  O.  P.  Kuig,  Leonard, 
Mcflvoine,- Marrih,  £.  J.  Morris,  Nes,  Newton,  Peyton, 
Knnisey,  Itnyiier,  A.  H.  Read,  Saniiile,  Schenck,  Senter, 
Simpson.  Tlinina^son,  Tilden,  Vance,  Vinton,  Wheaton, 
White,  Wilkius,  Wise,  Woodward,  W.  Wright,  and  J.  A. 
Wrishl— 39. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Adams,  Arrington,  Atkinson,  Bamard, 
Benton,  fiidlack,  J.  A.  Blark.  BInckwell,  Bossier,  Bower, 
Bowlin,  noyd,  J.  RrinkerhofT,  Brodhead,  W.  J.  Brown,  Buf- 
Angton,  Burke,  Caldwell,  Canipbr<ll.  Cnry,  C.irroU.  CiUin, 
Clinton,  Cobb,  Cranston,  Cultooi,  Dana,  Unniel,  K.  D.  Da- 
vis. J.  VV.  Davis.  Dean,  Dickey,  Dillmxliam,  Douglas,  Droin- 
ftoole,  Duncan,  Ounlnp,  Ellis,' EIukt,  Fnrlcc,  FjcklJn,  Frick, 
Urinnell.  Hale,  llnnitin,  Hanil,<on,  tliiys,  Henley,  Herrick, 
I  Hoge,  Houston,  [lubbell,  llujihes,  Hun<;ertbrH,  J.  B.  Hunt, 
I  C  J.  fngersoll,  Jameson,  Jenks,  C,  Johnson,  G.  W.  Jones, 
I  Kennedy.  Labranche,  Lucas,  Lusipkin,  McCauslen,  Ma- 
elay,  McClelland,  McClernand,  McConncll,  KcKay,  Ma- 
I  thews,  Moore,  J.  Morn<>,  Moseley,  Murptiy,-Nnrris,  Owen, 
I  Parmenter,  Patterson,  Pavne,  Pctlit,  K.  D.  Putter,  Pratt, 
I  Purdy,  Ralhbun,  C.  M.  Reed,  O.  8.  Heid,  Reding,  Rclfe, 
I  Kitter,  Rogers,  Russell,  St.  John,  Saunders,  Severance,  T. 
I  H.  Sevmoiir,  D.  L.  Seymour,  Simons,  Sliilell,  J.  T.  Smith, 
!  T.  Smith.  K.  Smith,  Sleenrod.  Slelwin,  J.  Stewart,  Stiles, 
'  Stone,  Sykes,  Taylor,  Thompson.  Tibbatts,  Tyler,  VVeller, 
Wentworih,  Williams,  Winthrop,  and  Yost— 134. 

So  the  amendment  was  not  concurred  in. 

Mr.  DICKEY  renewed  his  amendment. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  observed  that  he  had  an 
amendment  to  offer,  to  perfect  the  original  reso- 
lution; which,  he  believed,  according  to  parlia- 
mentary rules,  would  take  precedence  of  on 
amendment  that  proposed  to  strike  out  any  part 
of  it. 

The  SPEAKER  wasof  opinion  that  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  was 
first  in  order. 

Mr.  DICKEY  observed  that  he  would  not  de- 
tain the  House  by  making  any  remarks  on  his 
amendment,  further  than  to  say  that  he  was  not 
anxious  to  exclude  po4itical  presses  from  the  con- 
gressional printing;  but  he  was  anxious  that  other 
printers  should  be  brought  into  competition  with 
them,  and  that.those  persons  who  would  do  the 
work  at  the  lowest  prices  should  be  employed. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  desired,  before  the  vote 
was  taken,  to  make  an  explanation  in  relation  to 
this  proposition,  which  bad  been  made  to  every 
Congress  for  the  last  ten  years.  If  the  House 
should  determine  to  let  its  printing  out  to  the 


lowest  bidder,  many  persons  would  bid  for  it  who 
were  not  able  to  carry  it  on;  and  the  effectwould 
be,  that  the  business  of  the  House  would  be  de- 
layetl,  while  waiting  for  its  printing;  and  thus  a 
loss  incurred  ten  times  as  much  as  they  would 
save  by  the  reduction  that  would  be  raaiie.  For 
instance:  in  such  an  event,  there  were  printers  in 
the  city  who,  for  the  sake  of  getting  the  work, 
would  bid  fifteen  or  twenty  per  cent,  lower  than 
anybody  else;  and  not  being  prepared  to  carry  it 
on,  the  House  would  have  to  wait  till  they  were 
prepared;  and  this  would  inevitably  be  the  case, 
unless  they  elected  some  man  able  to  carry  it  on. 

Mr.  DICKEY  said  that  he  could  avoid  that 
difficulty  by  amending  his  amendment — by  add- 
ing a  proviso  reciuiring  him  to  carry  on  the  work. 
[Mr.  D.  made  this  modification  to  his  amend- 
ment.] His  object  was  to  bring  the  political 
presses  of  the  country,  though  not  all  of  tne  same 
school  of  politics,  into  competition  with  each 
other;  and  by  this  means  get  the  public  printing 
done  at  the  lowest  prices.  There  were  establish- 
ments in  the  city  able  and  ready  to  do  the  print- 
ing of  the  House;  and  would,  no  doubt,  do  it  at 
the  shortest  notice.  Hi*  proposition  might  he 
voted  down^and,  if  so,  he  wished  the  vote  to  go 
to  the  country;  and  he  would  follow  it  up  with 
another  attempt  to  get  the  prices  reduced  to  the 
lowest  rates  that  had  been  meniioned.  He  was 
not  conteilt  with  the  reduction  of  fifteen  percent., 
proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina, 
[Mr.  McKat;]  and  still  less  with  the  proposition 
of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Davis,]  to 
make  a  reduction  of  only  ten  per  cent.;  he  was 
for  a  reduction  of  froiik  twenty  to  twenty-five  per 
cent.  He  had  been  told  that,  in  1840,  the  Harpers 
of  New  York  offered  to  do  it  at  forty  per  cent, 
below  the  prices  of  1819. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  would  ask  the  gentleman 
how  much  the  Senate  had  reduced  the  prices  of 
printing  below  the  prices  of  1840?  They  had  just 
elected  their  Printer,  he  believed. 

Mr.  DICKEY  observed,  in  answer  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee,  that  they  had  nothing  to 
do  with  the  Senate  or  their  Printer.  He  was  aware 
that,  at  the  commencement  of  the  last  Congress, 
the  Printers  of  the  House  were  elected  under  a 
resolution  reducing  their  compensation  twenty 
per  cent,  below  the  prices  of  the  resolution  of 
1819;  and  he  had  understood  that,  at  the  close  of 
the  last  session,  an  appropriation  was  made  to 
give  them  the  amount  of  the  reduction.  He  was 
not  perfectly  informed  of  the  reasons  which  gov- 
erned the  majority  in  making  this  appropriation; 
but  he  believed  it  was  in  consequence  of  their 
having  to  print  some  voluminous  documents 
ordered  by  the  House,  on  which  they  incurred  a 
loss. 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY  inquired  what  compensa- 
tion was  given  to  the  Printers  of  the  last  Con- 
gress, and  whether  they  were  not  elected  under  a 
resolution  to  do  the  printing  for  twenty  per  cent, 
less  than  the  prices  iixed  by  the  resolution  of 
1819 .» 

Mr.  0.  JOHNSON  said  be  could  inform  the 
gentleman  that  Gales  &  Seaton,  the  Printers  of 
the  last  Congress,  were  paid  the  prices  fixed  by 
the  resolution  of  1819,  though  they  were  elected 
to  do  the  printing  at  twenty  per  cent.  less.  He 
would  further  say  that  he  was  informed  by  Blair 
&  Rives  that,  if  this  Congress  would  only  order 
half  as  much  printing  as  the  last,  they  would  do 
the  work  at  twenty  per  cent,  below  the  prices  of 
1819,  and  not  ask  for  any  additional  compensa- 
tion. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  called  for  the  reading 
of  the  amendment,  and  it  was  rend  accordingly. 

Mr.  WISE,  after  a  few  remarks  not  heard, 
remarked  that,  at  the  last  Congress,  the  whole 
subject  was  referred  to  a  select  committee,  raised 
on  his  motion;  and  by  that  committee  it  was 
fully  examined  and  discussed.  This  committee 
was  unanimously  of  the  opinion,  without  dis- 
tinction of  party,  that  Congress  ought  to  have  a 
printing  press  of  its  own,  and  appoint  a  salaried 
officer  to  conduct  it.  They  were  unanimously 
of  opinion  that  the  public  work  could  be  done  at 
a  reduction  of  at  least  thirty-three  and  a  third  per 
cent.;  and  were  further  of  opinion  that  the  good 
to  be  effected  by  this  plan  would  be  worth  four 
times  more  than  the  cost  of  printing.  Then,  as 
to  the  various  plans  oflfered,  provided  Govern- 
ment should  not  have  a  press  of  its  own,  they 
considered  that  of  letting  out  the  priiitiDg  by  con- 
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tract  to  be  the  worst  of  all.  In  the  firit  place, 
tliey  would  be  apt  to  have  an  incompetent  printer; 
and,  in  the  second  place,  the  principle  of  indem- 
nity would  be  invoiced.  The  majority  would  in- 
duce Bome  pers(^n  to  bid  so  low  that  be  could  not 
lire  bv  it;  and,  in  the  end,  they  would  give  him 
an  indemity  for  his  losses. 

Mr.  W.,  in  conclusion,  said  that  he  had  long 
since  determined  that,  no  matter  what  party  might 
be  in  power,  or  who  might  be  the  candidates, 
never  to  vote  for  the  election  of  a  Printer  so  long 
as  the  printing  was  connected  with  the  political 
press. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Dickbt's 
amendment,  and  resulted — yeas  64,  nays  110;  as 
follows: 

YEAS— Meanri.  Adsmi,  Aihe,  Darrinccr,  Barnard,  M. 
Brown,  BuAngton,  Carroll,  Chappell,  Ciiiitoii,  Cliugnian, 
Collamer,  Craniiao,  CuIIoid,  G.  Davis,  Deberry,  Dellet, 
Dickey,  Dickinson^  Florence,  Foot,  Frick,  Gidiiings,  W. 
Green,  Grinnell,  Orider,  Hardin,  Harper,  Hudson,  W. 
Bunt,  J.  B.  Hunt,  J.  R.  In|ersnll,  Irvin,  Jenka,  P.  B.Jdlin- 
son,  A.  Johntnn,  D.  P.  King,  McClelland,  Mcllvaine, 
Morah,  E.  J.  Morris,  Mo«cley,  Nes,  Ncvvtnn,  Peyton, 
Ramsey,  Rayner,  C.  M.  Ueed,  Rogers,  Russell,  Sample, 
Bchenck,  Senier,  A.  Suiilh,  A.  Stewart,  TlinniasBon,  Til- 
den,  Tyler,  Vanineier,  Wlieaton,  White,  Wintbrop,  W. 
Wriiillt,  and  J.  A.  \Vri«lit-64. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Arringtnn,  Atkinson,  Beards- 
ley,  Benton,  BIdlack,  J.  A.  Black,  Blackwell,  Bossier,  J. 
B.  Bowlin,  J.  Brinkcrhoff,  Brodhead,  A.  V.  Brown,  IV.  J. 
Brown,  J.  Brown,  Burke,  Caldwell,  Campbell.  Cary,  Cat- 
lin,  A.  A.  (Chapman,  Clinton,  Cobb,  Cross,  Dana,  It.  D. 
Davis,  J,  W.  Davis,  Dean,  Dillinijliam,  Dou^Us,  Drom- 
goolp,  Dunlap,  Ellis,  Elmer,  Fnrlee,  French,  Gilmer, -B. 
Green,  Hale,  Haralson,  Hays,  Herrick,  Hopkins,  Hous- 
ton, Hubard,  Hubbell,  Hugtaes,  Hungerford,  C.  J.  Inger- 
•oll,  Jameson,  C.  Johnson,  G.  W.  Jones.  P.  King,  Kirk- 
patrick,  Labranche,  Lucar',  Lumpkin,  Mactny,  McCler- 
imnd,  McConnell,  McDowell,  McKay,  Mathews,  Moore, 
J.  Morris,  Murphy,  Norris,  Owen,  Parmenter,  Payne,  Pet- 
til,  £.  D.  Potter,  Pratt,  Purdy,  Bathbun,  I).  S.  Reid,  Red- 
ing, Relfe,  Ritter,  Robinson,  St.  John,  Saunders,  T.  H.  Sey- 
mour, D.  L.  Seymour,  Simons,  Slidell,  J.  T.  Smith,  R. 
Smith,  Steenrod.  Stetson,  J.  Stewart,  Stiles, Stone,  Strong, 
Sykes,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Tibbatts,  Welter,  Wentwart^, 
WiUiams,  Wise,  Woodward,  and  Yott— 110.    - 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  now  offered  to  amend  the 
original  resolution,  by  striking  out  "  Twenty- 
Sixth  Congress,"  anil  inserting  "Twenty-Sev- 
enth Congress,"  so  as  to  reduce  the  compensa- 
tion of  Printer  to  twenty  per  cent,  below  the 
prices  of  1819. 

Mr.  C.said  thattheDemorraticpartypossessed 
the  disposition  for  an  economical  administration 
of  the  public  money,  and  they  had  now  an  oppor- 
tunity of  carrying  out  their  principles.  .Would 
they  not  go  as  far  as  the  Whig  Congress  of  1840  ? 
He  was  aware  that  the  Printers  elected  at  that 
Congress,  undera  reduction  of  twenty  per  cent., 
had  the  amount  made  up  to  them  at  the  close  of 
the  last  session;  but  we  are  in  the  majority,  and 
can  do  the  same  thin;  if  we  find  that  the  Printers 
we  elect  sustain  any  loss  bytbeir  contract. 

Mr.  McKAY  observed  that  that  was  the  very 
difficulty  that  he  wished  to  avoid.  He  wished  to 
fix  the  compensation  of  the  Printer  at  a  fair  rate, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  effect  a  considerable  re- 
duction to  the  Government.  At  the  last  Congress, 
•he  House  went  into  an  election  of  Printer  under 
a  resolution  fixing  the  compensation  at  twenty 
per  cent,  less  than  the  scale  of  prices  fixed  by  the 
resolution  of  1819.  The  consequence  was,  that, 
at  the  close  of  that  Congress,  the  majority  passed 
an  appropriation  giving  Gales  dc  Sealon ,  the  Print- 
ers, a  sum  sufficient  to  bring  their  compensation 
up  to  the  amount  it  had  been  reduced  from.  By 
this  kind  of  legislation.  Gales  &  Seaton  received 
#37,000  more  than  they  contracted  to  do  the  work 
for.  In  the  preceding  Congress,  the  Democratic 
party,  then  in  power,  elected  their  Printers  on  a 
reduction  of  fifteen  per  cent,  below  the  prices  of 
1819,  who  did  the  work  at  the  prices  fixed,  and 
never  asked  for  additional  compensation.  Mr. 
McK.,  after  referring  to  the  evidence  collected  by 
the  committee  of  1819,  for  the  purpose  of  show- 
ing what  would  be  a  fair  compensation  for  the 
piiblie  printing,  expressed  the  hope  that  the  re- 
duction, as  proposed  in  his  resolution,  would  be 
made. 

Mr.  FRENCH  said  many  of  them  were  new 
members,  and  were,  consequently,  in  some  diffi- 
culty how  to  act;  they  were  desirous  to  maintain 
a  just  economy  for  the  Government  on  the  one 
band,  and  yet  to  pay  the  Public  Printer  an  ade- 
qiiate  compensation  on  the  other.  The  difficulty 
with  them  was,whatwasajustcompensation;and 
that  they  might  act  understandingly,  he  hoped  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  McKat] 
would  accept  a  proposition  from  him,  aad  incor- 


porate it  in  his  resolution,  for  the  purpose  of  ap- 
pointing a  committee  who  shall  be  instructed  to 
inquire  and  report  to  this  House,  such  rate  of 
compensation  to  be  paid  to  the  Public  Printer,  as 
shallmainlain  a  just  economy  to  the  Government; 
and  that  the  rate  of  printing  to  be  hereafter  paid 
shall  be  such  as  shall  be  fixed  by  the  House  after 
receiving  the  committee's  report.  This,  be  be- 
lieved, would  remove  the  embarrassment  under 
which  they  labored. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  was  desirous  that  the 
House  should  come  to  definite  iiction,  and  there- 
fore he  movnd  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  FRENCH  hoped  the  previous  question 
would  not  be  enforced.  It  was  not  his  purpose 
to  delay  the  election  of  Printer. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  said  he  had  no  doubt  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  had  no  such  intention, 
but  such  would  be  the  effect  of  his  proposition. 

Mr.  BAR^TARD  inquired  what  would  be  the 
effect  of  the  previous  question  .' 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  it  would  cut  off 
all  pending  amendments. 

Mr.  BARNARD  said  this  House  was  still  act- 
ing under  the  parliamenuiry  law,  and  not  under 
any  rules  of  this  House. 

The  SPEAKER  put  the  question  on  seconding 
the  demand  for  the  previous  question;  and  sixty 
voted  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  BARNARD  said  a  single  member  could 
second  the  demand  for  the  previous  question,  un- 
der the  parliamentary  law,  which  now  governed 
them. 

Mr.  STEENROD  was  of  opinion  that  itrequired 
a  majority  of  the  House  to  sustain  the  demand 
for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  question, "  Shall  the  main  question  be  now 
put?" 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered.  * 

The  main  question  was  then  stated  to  be  on  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution  of  Mr.  McKat. 

Mr.  WHITE  asked  if  he  had  understood  the 
Speaker  to  decide  that  the  previous  question  cut 
off  all  amendments? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  in  the  afiirmative. 

Mr.  WHITE  said  the  Speaker  was  in  error. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  said  the  gentleman  was  too 
late  with  his  objection. 

Mr.  WHITE  said  this  was  the  only  proper  time 
at  which  it  could  be  made;  for  this  was  the  time 
when  the  Chair  must  decide  on  what  the  question 
must  be  taken. 

The  SPEAKER  said,  as  it  had  been  determined 
that  the  main  question  should  be  now  put,  the 
House  was  brought  to  a  direct  vote  on  the  ori- 
ginal proposition;  and  all  amendments  were  cut 
off. 

Mr.  WHITE  said  such  he  understood  to  be  the 
decision  of  the  Chair;  but  he  differed  from  the 
Chair  in  opinion,  and  he  wished  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Chair  to  the  parliamentary  law,  under 
which  they  were  acting. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  question  was  not  de- 
batable. 

Mr.  WHITE  said  he  did  not  intend  to  debate 
the  question,  but  to  show  the  Speaker  that  his 
construction  was  an  improper  one. 

Mr.  BIDLACK  submitted  that  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  was  too  late  with  his  objection; 
the  Speaker  having  decided  what  would  be  the 
effect  of  ordering  tne  main  question  to  be  put, 
before  the  question  was  taken  upon  it.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky  should  haveappcaled  when 
the  decision  was  maiie. 

Mr.  WHITE  said,  at  the  time  to  which  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  alluded,  the  Si>eak- 
er  only  explained  the  effect  the  vote  would  have, 
for  the  information  of  the  House.  He  then  pro- 
ceeded to  call  the  attention  of  the  Speaker  and 
of  the  House  to  the  parliamentary  law,  and  the 
various  modifications  of  rules  in  relation  thereto 
made  by  the  House  of  Representatives  in  1840, 
andat  other  periods. 

Mr.  JAMESON  inquired  if  the  question  was 
debatable. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  was  not. 

Mr.  WHITE  said  he  must  appeal  from  the 
decision  of  the  Chair. 

The  SPEAKER  explained  the  grounds  of  his 
decision. 

Some  conversation  ensued,  in  which  Messrs. 
WHITE,  WELLER,  and  the  SPEAK£R  par- 
ticipated. 


Mr.  DROMQOOLE  inquired  if  the  decision  of 
the  House  had  not  been  that  the  main  ques'tion 
should  be  now  nut — in  pretetUi. 

Mr.  WHITE  admitted  that  the  question  must 
be  now  put;  but  he  wished  to  know  what  thn 
question  was?  He  contended  that  it  was  on  the 
amendments;  and,  in  support  of  his  opinion,  be 
quoted  from  Jefferson's  Manual. 

Mr.  ADAMS  asked  by  w.hat  authority  the 
rules  of  the  British  Government  were  made  the 
rules  of  this  House  ?  He  asked  where  was  to  be 
found  the  authority  for  it? 

The  SPEAKER  remarked  that  the  qaestioo 
was  not  debatable. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  Well,  I  am  asking  a  question. 
I  want  to  know  by  what  authority  it  is  so. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  made  a  remark  which 
was  inaudible  at  the  reporter's  desk. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  Sir,  I  do  not  go  to  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  rules  of  thia 
House.    Give  me  the  authority  for  their  use  here. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  said  it  was  not  because 
the  British  Parliament  had  enacted  them  for  this 
House,  but  because  they  were  the  rules  of  com- 
mon sense.  But  every  body  had  a  right  to  de- 
cide when  it  would  take  any  question. 

Mr.  ADAMS.     I  ask  the  question 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gendeman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts will'come  to  order. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  I  ask  the  question:  By  what 
authority  the  rules  of  the  British  House  of  Com- 
mons are  made  the  rules  of  this  House? 

Mr.  WHITE  having  reduced  his  point  of  or- 
der to  writing,  it  was  read  by  the  Clerk.  It  was, 
that  the  previous  question  does  not  cut  off  amend- 
ments, according  to  the  parliamentary  law. 

The  SPEAKER  then  \>ut  the  question  on  the 
(tppeal,  in  this  form:  "  Shall  the  decision  of  the 
Chair  stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  House  ?" 
which  was  decided  in  the  affirmative  almost  unan- 
imously. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  th&adoption  of 
the  original  resolution;  which  was  carried, 

Mr.  STRONG  nominated   Messrs.   Blair  & 
Rives  as  the  Printers  of  this  House. 
.Mr.  COBB  (probably  not  hearing  Mr.  Stbokc) 
made  a  like  nomination  of  Blair '&  Rives. 

Mr.  VANCE  nominated  Messrs.  Gales  &  Sea- 
ton. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  moved  that  the  election  be 
made  vita  voce;  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  SPEAKER  appointed  Messrs.  Cobb, 
Vakce,  and  C.  Johnson,  as  tellers  to  superintend 
the  election;  and,  having  taken  the  vote,  they  re- 
ported, by  Mr.  Cobb,  that  the  whole  number  of 
votes  was  197;  necessary  to  a  choice,  99;  of 
which — 

Messrs.  Blair  <i  Rivea  received  _ 134 

Messrs.  Gales  ai  Sealon 69 

Mr.  Jacob  Gideon 1 

The  following  is  the  vote  is  detail: 

Far  Blair  tr  Aires— Messrs.  Anderson,  Arringtnn,  Atkin- 
son, Beardsley,  Benton,  Bidlack,  J.  Black,  J.  A.  Black, 
Blackwell,  Bossier,  Bower,  Bowlin,  Buyd,  ir  Briiikerboff, 
Brodhead,  A.  V.  Brown,  \V.  J.  Brown,  Burke,  Caldwell, 
Cary,  CaUin,  A.  A.  Clinpmao,  Clinton,  Cobb,  Cros8,'Cul- 
lom,  Dana,  Daniel,  R.  D.  Davis,  J.  W.  Davis,  Dawson, 
Dean,  Dillingham,  lloitglas,  Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Dunlap, 
Ellis,  Elmer,  Farlee,  Ficklin,  Fo'ter,  French,  Hale,  Ham- 
lin, liarnlson,  Hays,  Henley,  Herrick,  Hnge,  Hopkins,Hous- 
ton,  Hubard,  liubbell,  Hughes,  Hungerford,  J.  B.  Hunt,  C. 
J.  ingersolI,Jameson,C. Johnson,  A.  Johnson, G.W.Jones, 
Kennedy,  P.  King.  Kirkpatrick,  Labranche,  Leonard,  Lu- 
cas, Lumpkin,  McCnnslen,  Maclay,  McClelland,  McCler- 
nand,  McUonnell.  McDowell,  Mcltay,  Mathews,  M«>ore,  J. 
Morris,  Murphy,  Norrls.Owren,  Parmenter,  Payne.  Pettit,  C 
D.  Poaer,  Prau,  Purdy,  Rathbun,  D.  S.  Reid,  Reding,  Relfe, 
Rhett,  Robinson,  Russell,  St.  John,  Saunders,  T.  II.  Sey- 
mour, D.  L.  Seymour,  Simons,  Simp<^n,  Slidell,  J.  T. 
.Smith,  T.  Smith,  R.  Smith,  Sleenrod,  Stetson.  J.  Stewort, 
Stiles,  Stone,  Strong,  Sykes,  Taylor,  Thomiison,  Tibbatts, 
Weller,  Wentworth,  Wheaton,  Williams,  Wilkins,  Wood- 
ward, J.  A.  Wright,  Yost,  and  Mr.  Speaker— 124. 

J^or  Gales  f  Senfon- Messrs.  Adams,  Ashe,  Bnrrlnger, 
Barnard,  M.  Brown,  J.  Brown,  Butfinglon,  Carroll,  Chap- 
{lell,  Chilton,  Clingman,  Collamer,  Cranston,  G.  Davis,  De- 
beriy,  Dellet,  Dickey,  Dickinson,  Fi>h,  Florence,  Foot, 
Frick,  Giddings  W.  Green.  Grinnell,  Grider,  Hardin,  Har- 
per, Hudson,  VV.  Hunt,  J.  R.  rngersoll,  Irvin,  Jcnks,  P.  B. 
Johnson,  D.  P.  King,  Mcllvame,  Marsh,  E.  J.  Morris, 
Mnseley,  Nes,  Newton,  Peyton,  Phmnii.  £.  R.  Potter, 
Ramsey,  C.  M.  Reed,  Rogers,  Sample,  Schcnck,  Senter, 
Severance,  A.  Smith,  A.  Stewart,  Thomasson.Tilden,  Ty- 
ler, Vance,  Vanmeter,  Vinton,  White,  and  Wintlirop— Si. 

For  Jacob  Gidton—Vit.  Gilmer— 1. 

Messrs.  Blair  &  Rives  were  therefore  declared 
duly  elected  the  Printers  of  this  House  for  the 
Twenty-Eighth  Congress. 

ELECTION  OF  8ERGBANT-AT-ARMS. 
Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  moved  that  the  Houae 
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proceed  to  the  election  of  Sergeuu-At-Arma,  viva 
vote. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BROWIf ,  of  Indiana,  nominated  Nevton 
Lane,  of  Kentucky. 

Mr.  CHILTON  nominated  the  Sergeant-at- 
Arma  of  the  last  Congress,  Mr.  Eleazer  M. 
Townsend. 

The  SPEAKER  appointed  Messrs.  Browk  of 
Indiana,  Chilton,  and  Welles,  as  the  tellers  to 
■uperinlend  the  election;  and  having  taken  the 
▼ote,  they  reported,  bjr  Mr.  Bkowh,  that  the 
whole  number  of  votes  given  was  184;  necessary 
to  a  choice,  93;  of  which — 

Mr.  Newton  Lane  received 138 

Mr.  E.M.ToWDMnd 56 

The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 
ForNeteton  Lane — Messrs.  Anderson,  Arrioffton,  Atkin- 
son, Beardsley,  Benton,  Bidlack,  J.  DIack,  J.  A.  Black, 
Blackwell,  Bonier,  Boirer,  Bowlin,  Boyd,  J.  BrinkerhofT, 
Brodhead,  A.  V.  Arown,  W.  J.  Brown,  Burke,  CsJdwell, 
Campbell,  Cary,  Cadin,  A.  A.  Chapman,  Clinion,  Cobb, 
Cross,  Cullom,  Dana,  Daniel,  R.  D.  Davis,  J.  W.  Davis, 
Dawson,  Dean,  Dillineham,  Dougtas,  Dromgonic,  Qsncan, 
Ellis,  Elowr,  Farlee,  FicUin,  Foster,  Frenck,  Frick,  Gil- 
mer, Hale,  Uamlin,  Hanlson,  Hays,  Henley,  Herrick, 
Holmes,  Hofe,  Hopkins,  Houdon,  iliibard,  Hubbell, 
Hushes,  Biingerrord,J.  B.  Hunt,  C.  J.  Ingersoil,  Jameson, 
A.  Johnson, O.  W.  Jones,  Kennedy,  P.  King,  Kirkpntrick, 
Labianche,  Leonard,  Lucas,  Lumpkin,  McCaunlen,  Ma~ 
day,  McClelland,  McClernand,  McConnell,  McDowell, 
McKay,  Mathews,  Mnore,  J-  Morris,  Murphy,  \es,  Norrts, 
Owen,  Parraenter,  Payne,  Peiilt,  E.  D.  Potter,  Pratt,  Purdy, 
Balhban,  D-  8.  Beid,  Reding,  Reli'e,  Riiter,  Robinson,  Rus- 
saU,  St.  John,  Saanders,  T.  H.  Seymour,  I).  L.  Seymour, 
Sinmis,  Slidell,  T.  Smith,  R-  Smith,  Steenrod,  Stetson, 
J.  Stewart,  Stiles,  Stone,  Strong,  Bykes,  Taylor,  Thnnip- 
•nn,  TiblMits,  Weller,  Wentworth,  Wheaton,  Williams, 
Wilkin*,  Wise,  Woodward,' J.  A.  Wright,  Yost,  and  Mr. 
Speaker— 138. 

f^r  JS.  M.  Towmend — Messrs.  Adams,  Ashe,  Barringer, 
Barnard, M.  Brown,  J.  Brown,  BufBnglon,  Carmll,  Chilton, 
Collamer,  Cranston,  O.  Davis,  Deberry,  Dellet,  Dickey, 
OiekiiMoa,  Fish,  Florence,  Foot,  Giddings,  W.  Green, 
Grider.  Hardin,  Harper,  Hiidmin,  Vv.  Hunt,  Irvin,  Jenks, 
P.  B.  Johnson,  D.  P.  King,  Mcllvaine,  E.  J.  Mnrrix,  Mose- 
ley,  Newton,  Patterson,  Peyton,  E.  R.  Potttr,  Rayncr,  Ro- 
gers, Sample,  Schenck,  Senler,  Severance,  A.  Smith,  A. 
Stewart,  Thoaaaann,  Tyler,  Vance,  VinloB,  White,  Win- 
tlirqp,  and  W.  Wright— 56. 

Mr.  Newton  Lane  was  therefore  declared  to  be 
doly  elected. 

ELECTION  OF  DOORKEEPER. 

Mr.  MURPHY  offered  a  resolution  to  the  effect 
that  Jesse  E.  Dow  be  appointed  the  Doorkeeper 
of  this  House. 

Mr.  DROMQOOLE  wiihed  the  House  to  pro- 
ceed viva  voce. 

Mr.  MURPHY  consented,  and  withdrew  his 
resolution. 

Mr.  BARNARD  asked  if  the  resolution  was  in 
order. 

rCries  of  "  It  is  withdrawn  !")     . 

Mr.  THOMPSON  renewed  the  motion  that  the 
House  proceed  to  the  election  of  Doorkeeper. 

Mr.  BARNARD  still  desired  to  submit  to  the 
Chair  if  the  unfinished  business  in  relation  to  the 
aunendment  of  the  Journal  had  not  now  the  prece- 
dence .' 

The  SPEAKER  assented. 

Mr.  C.JOHNSON  moved  the  farther  post- 
ponement of  that  business;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  then  renewed  his  motion 
that  the  House  proceed  to  the  election  of  Door- 
keeper vivo  voce;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  JAMESON  nominated  Jease  E.  Dow. 

Mr.  WLNTHROP  nominated  Joseph  Follans- 
bee. 

The  SPEAKER  appointed  Messrs.  Jameson, 
WiNTBRar.and  Thompson,  tellers;  who  took  the 
vote,  and  reported,  by  Mr.  Thompson,  that  the 
whole  number  of  votes  waa  177;  necessary  to  a 
choice,  69;  of  Wtiich — 

Mr.  Jeise  E.  Dow  received 135 

Mr.  Joseph  Follansbee S3 

The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 
FtrtJt—t  E.  Dote — Messrs.  Anderson,  Arriniton,  Atkin- 
son, Beardsley,  Benton,  Bidlack,  J.  Black,  J.  A.  Black, 
Blackwell,  Bossier,  Bower,  Bowlin,  Boyd,  J.  Brinkerhofi; 
Biodbcad,  A.  V.  Brows,  W.  J.  Brown,  Burke,  Caldwell, 
Camphell,  Cary,  Catlin,  A.  C.  Chapman,  Clinton,  Cobb, 
Cross,  Cullom,  Dana,  Daniel,  R-  D.  Davis,  J.  W.  Davis, 
Dawson,  Dean,  Dillingham,  Douglas,  Dromgonle,  Duncan, 
Ellis,  Elmer,  Farlee,  FickUn,  Foster,  French,  Frick,  Gil- 
■ler,  Bale,  Hamlin,  Haralson,  Hays,  Henley,  Herrick, 
Holmes,  Hoge,  Hopklos,  Honston,Hubard,Hubbell,Hughes, 
Bugerford,  J.  B.  Hunt,  C.  J.  lacersoll,  Jamesnp,  C.  John- 
son, A.  Johnson,  O.  W.  Jones,  Kennedy,  P.  King,  Kirk- 
patrick,  Lahcancbe,  Leonard,  Lucas,  l.umpkin,  McCaus- 
len,  McClelland, MeClemand,  Mci;anneil,  McDowell,  Mc- 
Kay, Mathews,  Moore,  J.  Morris,  Murphy,  Nes,  Norris, 
Ow«a,  Panasowr,  Payne,  Pettit,  Potlsr,  Purdy,  Ksibhas, 


D.  S.  Held,  Reding,  Relfe,  Ritter,  Russell,  St.  John,  Saun- 
ders. T.  H.  Seymour,  D.  L.  Seymour,  Simons,  Simpson, 
Slidell,  J.  T.Smith,  T.Smith,  R.  Sniilh,  Steentod,  Stet- 
son, J.  Stewart,  Siiles,  Sionr,  Strong,  Svkes,  Taylor, 
Thompson,  Tibbatu.  Weller,  Wentworth,  VVbeaion,  Wil- 
liams, Wise,  Woodward,  J.  A.  Wright,  Yost,  and  the 
Speaker— 135. 

For  Jomk  ^dUaasftee-.-Measni.  Adams,  Ashe,  Bnrrirger, 
Barnard,  M.  Brown,  J.  Brown.  Carroll,  Chilton,  Clingman, 
Cranston,  G.Davis,  Deberry, Dellet,Dickey,Dlekinson,FiMh, 
Flarence,Fool.GidJings, VV. Green, Griiinell.Urider,  Hardin, 
Harper,  Hudmn,  W.  Hunt.  J.  R.  Ingersnll,  Irvin,  Jcnks,  P. 
B.  Johnson,  D.  P.  King,  Mcllvaine,  E.  J.  Morris,  Moseley, 
Newton,  Patterson,  Peyion,  Rayoer,  Rogers,  Sample, 
Schenck,  Senter,  A.  Smith,  A.  Steward,  Thomasson,  Til- 
den,  Tyler,  Vance,  Vinton,  White,  and  Wintlirop— 53. 

Mr.  Jesse  E.  Dow  was  therefore  declared  duly 
elected. 

ADJOURNMENT  OVER. 

Mr.  WELLER  moved  that  when  the  House 
adjourns,  itadjourn  to  meet  on  Monday  next.  The 
usual  practice,  he  believed,  was  to  allow  a  couple 
of  days  in  the  first  week  of  the  session,  for  the 
organization  of  the  committees. 

VIRGINIA  CONTESXED  ELECTION. 

The  SPEAKER  remarked  that  if  the  House 
would  indulge  him,  he  would  make  a  brief  ex* 
planation,  which  had  been  suggested  by  the  re- 
marks of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio.  A  memorial 
had  been  to-day  presented  \)y  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetia,  from  Mr.  Botts,  of  Virginia,  con- 
testing his  right  to  a  seat  in  the  House;  and  this 
appeared  to  him  to  render  it  proper  that  he  should 
ask  the  House  that,  in  the  appointment  of  its 
standing  committees,  he  should  be  relieved  from 
the  duty  ofappointing  the  Committee  of  Elections, 
which  was  to  pass  on  his  own  cose.  He  felt 
himself  compelled  to  make  this  request,  as  well  in 
justice  to  Mr.  Botts  as  on  account  of  the  delicate 
poaition  in  which  he  was  plsced. 

Mr.  PARM ENTER  then  offered  a  resolution, 
that  the  Speaker  appoint  the  standing  committees 
of  the  House,  except  the  Committee  of  Elections. 

The  SPEAKER  here  left  the  chair;  which,  at 
his  reqiiest,  was  taken  by  Mr.  Beardslet. 

Mr.  McKAY  suggested  that  it  would  be  better 
to  adopt  the  resolution  in  relation  to  the  rules, 
before  acting  on  this  resolution.  There  were  now 
no  rules  fixing  the  number  of  the  standing  com- 
mittees; and  this  resolution  was,  therefore,  pre- 
mature. He  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts would,  under  these  circumstances,  with- 
draw his  resoli\tion. 

Mr.  PARM  ENTER  replied,  that  his  resolu- 
tion included  all  the  standing  committees,  except 
the  Committee  of  Elections. 

Mr.  WISE  suggested  that  the  resolution  for 
the  adoption  of  the  rules  came  up  as  the  order  of 
the  day,  in  consequence  of  the  postponement  till 
to-morrow  of  the  resolution  in  relation  to  the  cor- 
rection of  the  Journal. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  hoped  that  the  House 
would  not  adjourn  without  ordering  the  printing 
of  the  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trees- 
ury.  • 

Mr.  STRONG  observed  that  the  resolution  of 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  referred  to  the 
standingcommittees  under  the  rules  of  the  House, 
while  the  House  had,  as  yet,  adopted  no  rules. 
Therefore,  if  the  House  auopt  this  resolution,  it 
would  order  the  appointment  of  committees  un- 
der the  rules  which  had  no  existence. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  Mr.  Paxmeh- 
ter's  resolution;  and  it  was  carried. 

ADJOURNMENT  OVER. 

Mr.  WELLER  then  renewed  his  motion  that 
the  adjournment  of  the  House  to-day  should  be 
to  Monday  next. 

Mr.  DROMQOOLE  appealed  to  the  House  not 
to  adopt  any  resolution  for  a  recess  until  they 
had  adopted  rules  for  the  government  of  their 
proceedings. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  suggested  that  before  they 
agreed  to  adjourn  over  to  Mondaj^  it  would  l>e 
better  for  the  House  to  proceed  to  the  election  of 
the  Committee  of  Elections.  The  Speaker  would 
then  know  who  were  appointed  on  that  commit- 
tee, and  would  thus  be  relieved  from  much  diffi- 
culty and  embarrassment  in  the  appointment  of 
the  other  standing  committees. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  the  question  must 
be  pot  on  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
[Mr.  Weller.] 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  decided  in 
the  affirmative — ayes  95,  noes  56. 


So  the  House  determined  that  its  adjournment 
of  to-day  should  be  to  Monday  next. 

COMMITTEE  OF  ELECTIONS. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  moved  that  the  House  proceed 
to  the  election  of  the  Committee  of  Elections. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  that  he  had  a  communica* 
tion  to  make  to  the  House  that  would  necessarily 
be  followed  up  by  an  adjournment.  He  men- 
tioned this,  in  order  that  the  House  might  dia- 
pose  of  any  necessary  business  before  it  was  made. 

The  SPEAKER  informed  the  gentleman  that 
there  waa  a  motion  pending  to  go  into  the  elec- 
tion of  a  Committee  of  Elections. 

Mr.  ADAMS  observed  that  the  appointment 
of  a  committee  by  the  Houae  now,  would  be  apt 
to  create  the  very  impressions  the  Speaker  wished 
to  avoid.  The  committee  was  to  consist  of  nine 
members;  and  he,  for  one,  was  not  prepared  to 
deafgnate  them.  If  they  went  into  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Committee  of  Elections  now,  it  would 
appear  as  if  the  whole  thing  had  been  settled  be- 
forehand, and,  instead  of  relieving  the  Speaker 
from  suspicion,  it  would  appear  as  if  there  waa  a 
packed  committee. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  hoped,  after  the  remarks  of 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  that  the 
House  would  at  once  go  into  the  election  of  the 
committee.  If  they  adjourned  without  appoint- 
ing the  committee,  it  would  be  an  admission  of 
the  justice  of  the  gentleman 's  remarks.  He,  for 
one,  as  a  friend  of  the  Speaker,  never  heard  of 
this  thing  before,  and  he  was  confident  that  it  was 
equally  new  to  most  of  the  members  of  the  House. 

Mr.  GILMER  observed  that  he  was  in  the 
same  situstion  with  the  Speaker,  for  his  seat  had 
also  been  contested.  He  therefore  hoped  that  the 
House  would  not  put  him  on  the  committee;  and 
he  desired  to  expreas  the  hope  that  the  Houaa 
would  award  to  his  competitor  a  fair  and  liberal 
committed.  He  did  not  wish  to  hold  his  seat  for 
a  single  instant,  if  he  could  not  make  it  more  than 
manifest  that  he  had  received  a  majority  of  all  the 
legal  votes  in  his  district. 

Mr.  DAVIS  here  moved  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn;  which  motion  was  rejected. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  here  modified  his  motion  mm 
to  require  the  vote  to  be  given  viva  voce. 

Mr.  GILMER  asked  to  be  excused  from 
voting. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  confessed  that  he  was  not 
prepared  to  go  into  this  election.  Not  antici- 
pating that  he  should  be  called  on  to  make  this 
appointment,  he  had  not  thought  of  the  persons 
proper  to  constitute  the  committee.  He  therefore 
renewed  the  motion  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  WISE  suggested  that  the  shortest  course  - 
would  be  for  some  gentleman  on  the  Demoeratie 
aide  to  nominate  the  Democratic  portion  of  the 
committee,  and  for  some  gentleman  on  the  Whif^ 
side  to  nominate  the  Whig  portion  of  the  com- 
mittee; and  he  pledged  himself  to  vote  for  the 
gentlemen  thus  nominated. 

The  question  was  then  putonMr.TBOMrioii's 
motion  to  adjourn,  and  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  preaumed  there  would  be 
no  difficulty  in  making  the  elections  on  the  plan 
suggested  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  some  ^ntleman  would  nomin- 
ate the  Democratic  portion  of  the  committee- 
say  six,  which  woulo  be  a  fair  proportion;  and 
that  some  Whig  gentleman  would  nominate  the 
other  three. 

Mr.  CARROLL  proposed  as  a  substitute  fof 
Mr.  HoFKiNs's  motion,  that  the  preaent  incum- 
bent of  the  chair  [Mr.  Beardilbv]  have  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  Committee  of  Elections. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  was  opposed  to  the  motion 
of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Car- 
roll,] as  it  would  be  an  unprecedented  thing  to 
vest  the  appointment  of  one  of  the  most  import- 
ant of  the  standing  committees  in  an  individual 
member  of  the  House.  The  motion  designated 
him  aa  the  present  incumbent  of  the  chair — a  cir- 
comatance  which  the  Journal  took  no  notice  of; 
for  unless  the  Speaker  was  absent  for  a  day,  it 
would  not  be  noticed  on  the  Journal.  If  a  reso- 
lution had  been  offered  to  vest  the  appointment 
of  this  committee  in  any  other  individual  mem- 
ber, would  it  not  have  been  thought  a  most  ex- 
traordinary motion  ?  And  yet  the  accidental  cir- 
cumstitnce  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
being  in  the  chair  did  not  alter  the  eaae.  He 
i  begged  to  be  understood  aa  not  meaning  the 
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slightest  disrespect  to  the  gentleman  in  the  chair, 
in  makins  these  remarks. 

Mr.  BE.4.RDSLEY  remarked  that  for  reasons 
which  he  could  not  then  offer,  he  would  not  de; 
■ire  to  have  the  appointment  of  this  committee. 

Mr.WISE  regretted  lodiffer  with  his  colleague, 
but  he  thought  the  appointment  of  this  committee 
hy  the  gentleman  in  the  chairvould  be  very  prop- 
er and  exceedingly  convenient,  as  it  would  relieve 
the  House  from  much  trouble.  The  House  usu- 
ally gave  the  appointment  of  all  its  standing  com- 
mittees to  the  Speaker,  who,  in  one  sense,  was 
but  an  individual  member,  and  who,  in  making 
his  appointments,  exercised  the  authority  of  the 
House,  and  not  his  own.  Mr.  W.,  after  com- 
mending the  spirit  of  fairnesa  and  liberality  in 
which  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Car- 
roll,] a  Whig  member,  had  made  his  motion, 
expressed  the  hope  that  the  House  would  adopt  it. 

Mr.  NEWTON  objected  to  the  resolution  that 
it  would  not  relieve  the  Speaker,  as  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  committee  would  be  made  by  a  gen- 
tleman that  he  had  placed  in  the  chair.  He  begged 
to  be  understood  as  not  casting  any  imputation 
on  the  Speaker,  or  the  gentleman  from  New  York; 
but  it  appeared  to  him  that  if  there  was  any  im- 

Eropriety  in  the  appointment  of  the  committee 
y  the  Speaker,  the  same  objection  would  apply 
to  the  appointment  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York. 

Mr.  OWEN  said  that  the  objection  which  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  had  made  to  the  nomin- 
ation of  the  committee  by  the  present  incumbent 
of  the  chair,  seemed  to  him  without  force.  The 
objection  was,  that  that  gentleman  was  "  the  ap- 
pointee of  the  Chair."  But  he  was  not  the  ap- 
pointee— and  that  was  the  point  of  importance — 
with  any  possible  reference  to  the  present  con- 
tingency. There  was  not  even  a  possibility  that 
the  Speaker  could  have  anticipated  such  a  prop- 
osition as  that  which  had  most  unexpectedly  come 
from  the  other  side  of  the  House.  The  House 
knew  this;  the  country  would  know  it.  Then, 
too,  the  proposal  itself  came  from  the  minority — 
from  that  minority  whose  rights  in  this  matter  it 
was  just  and  proper  that  we  should  respect.  The 
gentleman  now  in  the  chair  was,  then,  so  far  as 
the  present  proposal  was  concerned,  not  the  ap- 
pointee of  the  Speaker;  and  the  most  overstrained 
delicacy  could  find,  in  the  mere  agency  of  the 
Speaker  in  ceding  the  chair  to  him,  no  valid  rea- 
son why  the  duty  of  appointing  this  committee 
should  not  devolve  upon  the  Speaker  pro  tempore. 
To  save  time,  and  avoid  confusion,  he  hoped  the 
motion  would  prevail. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Car- 
roll's substitute,  and  it  was  carried — ayes  98, 
noes  48. 

So  the  appointment  of  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions was  vested  in  Mr.  BEARoaLBT. 

KXECUTIVE    COMMUNICATIONS. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  several 
executive  communications;  which  were  laid  on 
the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  as  follows: 

A  report  from  the  War  Department,  in  reply 
to  the  resolution  of  the  last  session,  making  in- 
quiries in  relation  to  the  fitness  of  cotton  for 
tents. 

The  Treosory  account  of  the  expenses  of  the 
Post  Office  Department. 

A  communication  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, transmitting  estimates  of  additional  appro- 
priations for  the  present  fiscal  year. 

A  communication  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, transmitting  estimates  of  appropriations 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1845. 

Also,  the  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  on  the  finances. 

APPOINTMENT  OF   CHAPLAINS. 

Mr.  ADAMS  here  observed,  that  he  had  in- 
tended to  make  a  communication  to  the  House, 
which  would  necessarily  be  accompanied  by  some 
remarks;  but  at  the  present  late  hour,  he  would 
postpone  it  for  a  future  occiuion.  He  would, 
nowever,  take  this  opportunity  of  presenting  a 
resolution  to  the  House. 

Mr.  A.  then  offered  a  joint  resolution  for  the 
appointment  of  two  Chaplains,  of  different  de- 
nominations, for  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  to 
interchange  weekly. 

The  resolution  being  read  and  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ADAMS,  the  House  ad- 
journed. 


IN  SENATE. 
MoKDAT,  Deetmbtr  11,  1843. 
Mr.  Bagbt,  elected  by  the  Legislature  of  Ala- 
bama a  Senator  from  that  State  from  and  aAer  the 
4th  day  of  March  last,  was  presented  to  the  Sen- 
ate by  his  colleague,  Mr.  Kino,  and  was  qualified. 

STANDING  C0MMITTBE8. 

The  PRESIDENT,  in  obedience  to  the  order 
taken  by  the  Senate,  announced  the  following  as 
the  standing  committees: 

On  Foreign  Rtlalion^ — Messrs.  Archer,  (chair- 
man,) Berrien,  ^uchanan,TalImadge,andChoate. 

0)1  Knann — Messrs.  Evans,  (chairman,)  Mc- 
Duffie,  Huntington,  Woodbury,  and  Crittenden. 

On  Commtrce  —  Messrs.  Hiinlington,  (chair- 
man,) Woodbridge,  King,  Barrow,  and  Wright. 

Oil  .Wouic/hc/urej — Messrs.  Simmons,  (chair- 
man,) Archer,  Miller,  Buchanan,  and  Morehead. 

On  ^^rk^Uure — Messrs.  Upham,  (chairman,) 
Bates,  Sturgeon,  Scmple,  and  Atchison. 

OnMHUarii^Jfairs — Messrs.  Crittenden, (chair- 
man,) Barrow,  Benton,  Dayton,  and  Foster. 

On  the  JtrUUia — Messrs.  Barrow,  (chairman,) 
Fulton,  Semple,  Fairfield,  and  Atchison. 

On Mval  Affairs —  Messrs.  Bayard  ,(chairman ,) 
Choaie,  Huger,  Haywood,  and  Henderson. 

0)1  Pttblic  Lands — Messrs.  Woodbridge,  (chair- 
man.) Toilmadge,  Walker,  Jarnagin,  and  More- 
head. 

On  Private  Land  Cltims — Messrs.  Henderson, 
(chairman,)  Haywood,  Sprague,  Tappan,  and 
Colquitt. 

On  IndUn-^^irj — Messrs.  White,(chairman,) 
Morehead,  Sevier,  Phelps,  and  Benton. 

On  Clairrn  —  Messrs.  Foster,  (chairman,) 
Wright,  Woodbury,  Phelps,  and  Haywood. 

On  Rtvolttlionary  Claims — Messrs.  Jarnagin, 
(chairman,)  Clayton,  (Jpham,  Colquitt, and  Han- 
ncgan. 

On  the  Jadieiary — Messrs.  Berrien,  (chairman,) 
Clayton,  Dayton,  Walker,  and  Huger. 

On  the  PoslOffiee and  Post  Roads — Messrs.  Mer- 
rick, (chairman,)  Simmons,  Jarnagin,  Fultun, 
and  Atchison. 

On  Roads  and  Canalf — Messrs.  Porter  of  Michi- 
gan, (chairman,)  White^  King,  Brcese,and  Stur- 
geon. 

On  Pension^ — Messrs.  Bates,  (chairman,)  Se- 
vier, Foster,  Evans,  and  Atherion. 

On  the  District  of  Columbia — Messrs.  Miller, 
(chairman,)  Bayard,  King,  Merrick,  and  Sam- 
ple. 

On  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office  —  Messrs. 
Phelps,  (chairman,)  Porter  of  Michigan,  Bates, 
Sturgeon,  and  Athcrton. 

On  Retrenchment — Messrs.  Morehead,  (chair- 
man,) Miller,  Huntington,  Fulton,  and  Hender- 
son. 

On  the  Ptiblic  Buildings  —  Messrs.  Dayton, 
(chairman,)  Breese,  and  Bagby. 

To  ^udit  and  Control  the  Contingent  Expenses  of 
the  Senate — Messrs. Tappan,  (chairman,)  White, 
and  Porter  of  Michigan. 

On  Printing — Messrs.  Simmons,  (chairman,) 
Fairfield,  and  Sprague. 

On  Engrossed  Bills — Messrs.  Dayton,  (chair- 
man,) Bagby,  and  Sprague. 

JOINT  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  was  agreed  to: 

Retoteed,  That  a  Commitiee  on  the  Library  or  CnnKtcss, 
and  no  Enrolled  Bills,  l>e  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Sen- 
ate, in  purauance  of  the  joint  resolution  of  the  two  Houses. 

Ordered.  That  the  President  pro  (empors  appoint  the  said 
coniroiuee. 

The  PRESIDENT  pre  tempore,  in  accordance 
with  the  above,  appointed  Messrs.  Cao  ate,  Taf- 
PAK,and  Berrien,  to  constitute  the  Committee  on 
the  Library;  and 

Messrs.  Hannegan  and  Atbertoh  the  Com- 
mittee on  Enrolled  Bills. 

PETITIONS,  ETC. 

Mr.  BAYARD  presented  the  petition  of  Mark 
Simpson,  a  soldier  in  the  last  war  with  Qreat 
Britain,  prayingforapension;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BUCHANAN,  the  petition 
heretofore  presented  by  him  from  Mary  Reeside, 
of  Pennsylvania,  was  ordered  to  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  the  petition  of  Eunice 


Redington,  of  the  State  of  New  York,  praying  the 
allowance  of  certain  arrears  of  |<ension  due  to  her 
deceased  husband,  Jacob  Redington;  which  wo* 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  BREESE  presented  the  petition  and  papers 
of  George  Davenport,  of  Rock  Island,  Illinois, 
praying  the  right  of  preemption  to  a  tract  of  land 
on  which  he  has  been  residing  for  a  number  of 
years;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  HENDERSON  presented  a  memorial  from 
the  president  and  directors  of  the  West  Feliciana 
Railroad  Company,  praying  a  remission  of  duty 
on  certain  railroad  iron,  which  was  not  laid  down 
in  the  time  prescribed  bylaw;' which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  DAYTON  presented  a  petition  from  J.  T. 
Hudson,  praying  the  passage  of  the  bill  of  the  last 
session  for  the  settlement  of  his  claim  to  the  Pea 
Patch  Island;  which  was  referred  to  the  Judiciary 
Commitien. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
Cental  Railroad  and  BankingCompany  of  Geor- 
gia,asking^he  remission  of  diitieson  certain  rail- 
road iron;  which  was  referi«d  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  presented  a  memorial  from 'cit- 
izens of  Washington  county,  Pennsylvania,  pray- 
ing the  establishment  of  a  mail  route  from  Wash- 
ington, Pennsylvania,  to  Steubenville,  Ohio ; 
which,  with  the  petitions  on  the  files  on  the  same 
subject,  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  EVANS  presented  the  petition  of  Isaac 
Ilsey,  of  Portland,  Maine,  praying  that  certain 
moneys  wrongfully  paid  into  the  Treasury  may 
be  refunded  to  him;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Judiciary  Committee. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Polly  Edwards,  a  widow 
of  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution,  asking  for  a  pen- 
sion; which  .was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  it  was 
OrilereH,  That  the  petition  and  papem  of  Ttiomas  Fills- 
brown,  Jr.,  be  tnken  froin  the  files,  and  refected  to  the  Cooi- 
mittee  on  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BREESE,  it  was 
Orirrtd,  That  the  memorial  of  the  General  Asaemhly  of 
Illinois,  on  the  subject  nf  reducing  Ihe  rates  of  postage,  be 
laken  fmni  tlie  tiles,  and  Kforred  to  the  Committee  od  the 
Post  Office  nnd  Post  Roads. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WRIGHT,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  petition  ofCaptalD  J»hn  Boswoith  be 
taken  from  Ihe  Ales  of  the  Senate,  and,  with  the  additional 
papers  now  presented,  b«  referred  to  the  Committee  -u 
Pensions.  ■ 

On  motion.of  Mr.  WALKER,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  ihc  papers  of  John  Uuichins  be  taken  (torn 

the  files  of  the  Senate,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  or 

Public  Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PORTER,  of  Michigan,  it 
was 

Ordered,  That  the  memorial  nf  the  Board  of  Internal  Int- 
proventent  of  the  Stale  of  Michigan,  praying  for  the  remis- 
sion of  duties  on  certain  railroad  iron,  be  taken  from  the  Ales 
of  the  Senate,  and  referred  to  the  Uommiuee  on  Finance. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BAGBY,  it  was 
Ordered,  Thm  the  petition  and  papers  nf  Jamison  8t  Wll- 
liamiK)n  be  laken  from  the  files,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Uie  Post  Oflicc  and  Post  Roads. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SEVIER,  it  was 
Ordered,  Thai  the  peiliinn  and  papers  of  Benjamin  Mur- 
phy be  uikeii  from  the  tiles  nf  Uie  Senate,  and  referred  to 
the  Comraillee  on  Indian  AlTairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BAYARD,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  Uie  President's  message  as  rs- 

laies  to  the  naval  service,  be  commuted  to  the  Commiuee 

on  Naval  Afl'airs.  » 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  WALKER,  in  pursuance  of  notice  here- 
tofore given,  introduced  a  bill  to  reduce  and  grad- 
uate the  price  of  the  public  lands  in  favor  of  sel- 
lers and  cultivators;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  HENDERSON,  on  leave,  and  agreeably 
to  notice  heretofore  given,  introduced  a  bill  to 
confirm  the  survey  ana  location  of  claims  for  land 
in  the  Slate  of  Mississippi,  east  of  Pearl  river 
and  souih  of  the  thirty -first  degree  of  north  lati- 
tude; which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

APPOINTMENT  OF  CHAPLAINS. 

A  message  wa*  received  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, by  Caleb  J.  McNitltt,  their  Clerk, 
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informing  the  Senate  of  the  adoption  of  a  resolu- 
tion for  theappoinlmentof  twoCliaplains  for  the 
two  Houses,  who  are  to  have  a  weekly  inter- 
change of  service,  and  asking  the  concurrence  of 
the  ^naie  therein, also  informini;  the  Senate  that 
tlie  House  had  concurred  in  their  resolution  for 
the  appointment  of  a  joint  Committee  on  the  Li- 
brary. • 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  the  Senate 
concurred  in  the  resolution  for  the  appointment 
of  the  Chaplains. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATIONS. 

The  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Senate  the 
annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  EVANS  moved  that  the  report  be  printed, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance;  which 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  EVANS  then  moved  that  the  usual  extra 
numbers  of  the  report  be  printed.  He  said  it  was 
probai>le  that  there  mi^ht  be  some  other  pirt  of 
the  report  wh  ieh  it  would  be  proper  to  refer  to  some 
other  committee. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  remarked  that  there 
were  several  other  subjects  embraced  in  the  re- 
port, not  properly  referable  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance — one  particularly,  relating  to  the  ware- 
housing system,  which  should  go  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce. 

Mr.  KING  suggested  the  propriety  of  laying 
the  report  on  the  table,  in  order  to  enable  Sen- 
ators to  peruse  it,  and  also  to  decide  to  what 
committees  it  would  be  proper  to  refer  the  vari- 
ous topics  embraced  in  it. 

The  suggestion  was  concurred  in. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  the  motion  to  print 
the  report  was,  by  unanimous  consent,  agreed 
to,  without  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Print- 
ing; and  seventeen  hundred  copies  extra  were 
ordered  to  be  printed — fifteen  hundred  for  the  use 
of  the  Senate,  and  two  hundred  for  the  Treasury 
Department. 

The  PRESrOENT  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
eommanication  from  the  Navy  Department,  trans- 
mitting an  abstract  of  the  expenditure  for  the 
contingent  expenses  of  the  Navy;  which  was,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  BAYARD,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs;  and  a  motion  to  print, 
to  the  Committee  on  Printing.  ' 

ELECTION  OF,  OFFICERS. 

The  P8ESIDENT  pro  tempore  stated  that  this 
was  the  day  prescribed  by  the  40lh  rule  of  the 
Senate  for  the  election  of  its  officers. 

Mr.  KING  moved  that  the  Senate  now  pro- 
ceed to  ballot  for  its  officers. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

SECRETARY. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  Secre- 
tary.   The  ballot  re^tulted  as  follows: 

Asbury  Dickins  received  47  votes,  being  the 
whole  number  given.  He  presented  himself,  and 
was  qualified. 

DOORKEEPER. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  Ser- 
geant-at-Arms  and  Doorkeeper,  both  being  the 
tame  office.    The  ballot  resulted  as  follows: 

For  Edward  Dyer 39 

For  Knbert  Porter 1 

For  Robert  Beale 1 

Blanlu S 

•    Mr.  Dyer  being  declared  to  be  duly  elected, 
presented  himself  and  was  qualified. 

ASSISTANT  DOORKEEPER. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  ballot  foran  As- 
sistant Doorkeeper;  the  result  was: 

For  Robert  Reale S3 

For  Hubert  G.  Horaer 23 

Blaak I 

There  was  no  election;  and  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded again  to  ballot.  The  following  is  the  re- 
sult: 

For  Robert  Beale 34 

For  Robert  E.  Homer 23 

Mr.  Beale  being  declared  to  be  duly  elected, 
presented  himself,  and  was  qualified. 

CHAPLAIN. 

On  moUon  of  Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  the  Sen- 
ate proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  Chaplain. 


A  ballot  was  taken;  the  following  was  the  re- 
sult: 

Rev.  Mr.  Tailon  .■ 37 

Rev.  Mr.  Buldncli 3 

Bev.Mr.  VVuoUman 1 

Mr.  Tuston  was  declared  to  be  duly  elected 
Chaplain  to  the  Senate. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr.  BARROW  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lutions; which  lie  on  the  table  one  day  under  th*e 
rule: 

Aesolved,  Thnt  ttie  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  directed  to 
Iny  before  ilie  Senate  the  plan  and  e5<tiiiiate  for  a  periiia- 
iient  whnrf  al  Pensineula  nary-ynrd,  aj  deaitjiied  by  Jiimes 
llerrnn,  civil  cti;{ineer.  and  approved  by  llie  naval  command^ 
aiit  of  Uie station,  aciiiig  under  the  inmructions  uf  the  Navy 
Department.  | 

Jlnd  bt  U/uTthtrre*otvedyTiimthe  Secretary  of  the  NrfVy 
instruet  Mr.  Uerron  to  |.reparc,  for  the  ptif|iotc  of  being 
tranKmlUed  to  the  Senate,  the  plan  of  n  dock,  marine  rail-  I 
way,  or  other  Kuitahle  work,  a^  sliall.iii  lite  npiniotiofMinie 
engineer,  be  he?t  adapted  to  the  locality,  niid  affiird  lite 
greatest  facility  for  Uie  tltornii|fh  repair  nf  Hhi|iB  of-tvar  at 
Pensacola;  accotnpanied  hy  an  estimate  nf  the  probable  co^t 
of  constructing  luch  work  in  the  uiost  permanent  manner. 

Mr.  JARNAGIN  submitted  the  following  res- 
olution; which  lies  on  the  table  one  day  under  the 

rule: 

RcmheJ,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  tocom- 
muntcate  to  the  Senate,  with  as  little  delay  us  possible,  an- 
swers to  tlie  following  inquiries: 

1.  Has  the  Board  of  CoinniiseioncrB,  authorized  and  pro- 
vided for  by  the  seventeenth  article  of  the  Cherokee  treaty 
of  1835-36,  appointed  by  the  President  and  Senate  of  the 
United  States  in  the  year  18.16,  and  niljnnrned  nr  dissolved 
in  thespring of  1839,  been  reoroamikkd  by  Uie appointment 
of  the  commissioners  in  September  ItHi' — the  said  seveu- 
(eenth  article  beiiiK  in  the  Inllowing  words: 

'*ARTtcLB  17.  All  the  claims  arjsin^  tinder  or  provided  for 
in  the  several  articles  of  this  treaty,  shall  be  examined  and 
adjudicated  by  such  commissioners  as  shall  be  appointed 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  by  and  with  the  ad- 
vice and  consentof  the  Senate  of  the  United  Slaief*  for  that 
purpote ;  and  their  decUion  Khali  Ae  final.  And  on  tlK'ir 
certificate  of  the  amount  due  ilie  several  claimants  they 
thall  he  paid  hy  the  UnUed  Statu." 

3.  When  the  board  was  first  organised,  in  the  year  1836, 
were  not  tlie  funds  appropriated  to  pay  the  claims  adjudi- 
cated under  the  above  article  of  the  Cherokee  treaty  placed 
in  the  hands  of  a  disbursing  officer  by  the  Secretary  of  VVar, 
(Governor  Cass,)  with  instructions  to  pay  upon  Uie  certificate 
issued  by  the  board,  and  under  Ith  sole  iHreetiou?  And  was 
not  Secretary  Cass  at  the  head  ol^heWar  Department  when 
the  Cherokee  treaty  of  1835-311  was  negotiated  ? 

3.  How  many  certiftcates  were  issued  by  the  board  at  its 
former  session,  upon  its  decrees,  as  shown  by  the  fliesof 
the  War  Department !  And  were  not  these  certificates  |mtd 
in  fullf  and  received  in  the  Second  Auditor's  ofiice  from 
tlie  disbursing  ofi)cer,  as  the  prosier  vouchers  for  his  dis- 
hursemenu,  without  a  single  case  upon  which  they  were 
predicated  being  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War  for  bis 
revision  ? 

4.  Do  the  records  of  Uie  War  Department,  from  the  time 
the  board  was  first  organized,  in  1^6,  up  to  its  reorganisa- 
tion, in  September,  1842,  exhibit  a  single  instance  wherein 
the  Executive  department  of  the  Government  assumed  the 
powers  tocontrolthejudtcial  action  nf  UieCherokee  board, 
prescribe  tlie  boundaries  of  its  jurisdiction  under  the  treaty, 
or  alter  or  annul  its  decrees,  when  it  declared  them  to  be 
final,  and  issued  a  eertifieate  for  the  amount  due,  as  pre- 
scribed by  the  treaty? 

5.  Since  the  retirganization  of  the  Cherokee  Board,  in 
September,  1843,  have  the  certifieates  issued  by  the  com- 
missioners, upon  their  decrees,  been  paid  according  to  the 
mode  prescribed  under  the  administration  of  Presdent  Jack- 
son, and  continued  throughout  the  administnition  of  Presi- 
dent Van  Bureii  !  Dfjes  an  order  now  exist  in.Ihe  Depart- 
ment that  the  certificates  must  be  submitted  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  for  allowanci!  or  rejectitin,  in  whole  or  in  part; 
anil,  if  any  portion  is  allowed,  that  it  must  be  paid  upon  a 
aepamte  requisition,  issued  by  him  in  each  case.' 

6.  When  cenificates,  issued  since  September,  1842,  have 
been  presented  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  compliance 
with  the  above  order,  have  not  the  proceedings  of  the  board, 
in  the  case  upon  which  the  certificate  has  issued,  been  de- 
manded fur  reexamination  ;  and  has  not  the  Department 
assumed  Ibe  power  of  annulling  the  decree  ofthe  board, and 
in  fnany  cases  set  the  decree  aside,  and  refused  payment  to 
claimants — in  others,  postponed  the  case  for  further  con- 
sideration ;  and,  in  cases  where  the  decree  of  the  board  is 
confirmed,  refused  to  pay  the  certificate  in  full,  in  conform- 
ity with  the  plain  provisions  of  the  treaty,  and  in  accord- 
ance with  the  precedents  left  in  the  Department  hy  two 
former  Administrations?  And  that  the  Secretary  of  War 
will  communicate  to  the  Senate  tlie  law  or  authority  by 
which  this  power  is  conferred  upon  his  Department. 

7.  Are  the  certificates  issued  by  the  board,  now  in  exist- 
ence, the  same  in  matter  and  form  (taken  from  the  same 
printed  certificate  book)  as  those  issued  by  the  same  tribu- 
nal at  its  former  session  f  Wtiat  amount  of  claims  were  ad- 
judicated and  paid  by  the  former  and  what  amount  baa 
been  adjudicated  by  tbe  board  now  in  aession?  What  num- 
ber of  awards  made  by  the  latter  have  been  allowed  and 
paid  by  the  Department,  and  whalnumber  have  been  disal- 
lowed or  suspended? 

Mr.  JARNAGIN  submitted  the  following  res- 
olution; which,  under  the  rule,  lies  one  day  on 
the  table: 

JUiohed,  That  the  Secretary  ofthe  Treasury  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  directed  to  fiirifish  a  statement  to  the  Senate  of 
(be  amount  of  money  paid  out  of  the  treasury  on  certificate! 


irnued  by  the  Board  nf  Commiasioners  appointed  in  8epten>- 
bcr,  1842.  under  the  seventeenth  article  ofthe  Cherokee 
treaty  of  1835-36;  Ulc  date  when  such  payments  were  made, 
and  whether  said  certificates  were  paidin  whole  or  In  part; 
and  if  paid  only  in  part,  that  he  state  by  what  authority,  or 
Tinder  what  law,  any  portion  of  the  money  which  appears 
to  lie  due  to  the  several  claimants  upon  the  face  oifcaid  cer- 
tificates, has  been  withheld. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  the  Sen- 
ate then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
MovDAT,  Decembtr  11, 1843. 

Mr.  ADAMS  rose  to  a  correction  ofthe  Jour- 
nal. He  observed  that  it  was  there  stated  that 
the  memorial  he  presented  from  John  M.  B«tts, 
contesting  the  election  of  John  W.  Jones,  was 
laid  on  the  table;  whereas  the  motion  he  made 
was  -to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  of  Elections, 
when  appointed. 

The  SPEAKER  here  le/t  the  chair,  and  called 
to  it  Mr.  HopKiKs,  of  Virginia. 

The  CHAIR  observed  that  there  was  no  Com- 
mittee of  Elections  at  the  time  the  memorial  was 
presented;  but  the  correction  and  reference  would 
be  made  as  suggested. 

Mr.  NEWTON  rose  to  a  similar  correction  in 
relation  to  the  memorial  he  presented  from  Mr. 
Goggin,  contesting  the  seat  of  Mr.  Gilmer.  He 
wislied  that  memorial  also  to  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Elections. 

The  CHAIR  said  that  the  colrrection  and  refer- 
ence would  be  made,  of  course. 

Mr.  CHAPPELLannounced  that  his  colleague, 
Mr.  Stepbcns,  of  Georgia,  was  in  attendance, 
and  ready  lo  take  the  oath.  Mr.  Stephens  then 
attended  at  the  table,  and  the  oath  to  support  tbe 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  was  adminis- 
terod  to  him  by  the  Speaker. 

Mr.  RAMSAY  oflfered  tlie  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Retalrid,  That  tbe  Clerk  be  directed  to  piocure,  in  the 
German  language,  three  tliousand  copies  of  tbe  President's 
message,  for  the  use  of  tile  members  of  this  House. 

Mr.  VINTON  rose  and  asked  the  House  to 
excuse  him  from  serving  on  the  Committee  ot 
Elections.  It  was  known  that,  at  the  present  ses- 
sion, that  committee  was  one  of  particular  im- 
portance, involving  very  bi^h  responsibilities  to 
the  House  and  to  the  country.  He,  of  course, 
duly  appreciated  the  honor  of  having  been  placed 
on  that  committee.  Considering  the  number  of 
questions,  and  the  nature  of  them,  already  de- 
ferred to  that  committee,  it  must  be  apparent  to 
all  that  ita  labors  will  be  greater  than  that  of  any 
other  committee  of  the  House  during  thesessivn. 
He  was  not  disposed  to  shrink  from  any  labor 
or  responsibility  that  the  House  might  be  dis- 
posed to  impose  on  him;  but  he  came  here  in  an 
infirm  state  of  health,  and  did  not  feel  that  be  was 
physicillly  able  to  discharge  the  duties  of  .that 
committee.  It  waa  on  that  ground  that  he  asked 
the  Hoiise  to  excuse  him. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  excusing  Mr. 
Vinton;  and  decided  in  the  affirmative — the  Chair 
[Mr.  Hopkins]  observing  that  the  vacancy  thus 
created  in  the  Committee  of  Elections  would,  aa 
a  matter  of  course,  he  presumed,  be  filled  by  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Beardslbt.] 

Tbe  Speaker  then  resumed  the  chair. 

Mr.  WELLER  asked  leave  to  oflferthe  follow- 
ing resolution: 

ReMotveJ,  Tliat  the  several  memorials  and  petiUonn  pre- 
sented to  the  House  of  Bepresentatlves  at  the  last  Con- 
gress, which  have  not  been  finally  acted  on ;  also  all  bills 
which  went  from  the  House  to  tbe  Senate,  and  which  were 
lost  there,  and  such  bills  aa  were  referred  to  tbe  several 
committees  of  this  House,  not  reported  on,  he  again  re- 
ferred to  the  committees  to  which  tile  same  were  heretofore 
referred,  as  soon  as  the  said  committees  shall  be  organised, 
a  written  request  to  that  effect  being  banded  by  any  mem- 
ber to  the  Clerk,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  enter  the  aaine 
upon  the  Journal  as  if  presented  to  Ibe  House. 

Mr.  BARNARD  again  objected. 

So  tbe  resolution  was  not  received. 

A  message  was  here  received  from  the  Presi- 
dent o(  the  United  States,  by  Mr.  John  Ttlbe, 
jr.,  his  Private  Secretary. 

AMENDMENT  OF  THE  JOURNAL. 

The  SPEAKER  then  announced  that  tbe  firat 
business  in  order  waa  the  resolution  of  the  gen- 
tleman fromNewYoilc,  [Mr.  Barnard,]  to  amend 
the  Journal,  by  inserting  his  resolution  and  pro- 
teat — the  pending  question  being  on  the  amend- 
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ment  of  Mr.  Gilmer,  to  ritrike  out  so  much  of 
the  resolution  as  contains  the  protest. 

Some  conTersation  as  to  the  precise  stale  of  the 
question  arose — in  which  Messrs.  THOMPSON^ 
BARNARDandtheSPEAKERtook  part— end- 
ing by  the  Speaker's  restating  the  question. 

Mr.  BARNARD  then  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays;  which  were  accordingly  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  resulted — 
yeas  124,  nays  66,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Menri.  Anderson,  Aikintnn,  Belser,  Benton, 
Bidlack,  J.  Black,  J.  A.  Black,  Blnckwell,  BoMier,  Bowpr, 
Bowlin,  Boyd,  J.  Btinkertioff,  Brndliead,  A.  V.  Brown,  W. 
J.  Brown,  Burke,  Burt,  Cnldwell,  Gary,  Catlin,  A.  A. 
Chapman,  Chappell,  Clinton,  Cobb,  Coles,  Cross,  Cullom, 
Itana,  Daniel,  J.  W.  Davis,  Dean,  Uilllnchani,  Uiiuglas, 
DroAKoolc,  Duncan,  Elmer,  Farlee,  Ficklln,  Foster, 
French,  Gilmer,  B.  Green,  Hale,  Hamlin,  Haralson,  Hnya, 
Henley,  Iferrick,  Hoge,  Hopkins,  Houston,  Hubard,  Hub- 
bell,  liughes,  Hunterfnrd,  J.  B.  Hunt,  Jameson,  C.  Jnhn- 
•on,  A.  Johnson,  O.  W.Jones,  Kennedy,  P.  King,  Kirk- 
pairick,  Labranclie,  Leonard,  Lucas,  Lumpkin,  McCaus- 
lea,  McClelland,  McClernand,  McConiiell,  McDowell, 
McKay.  Mathews,  Moore,  J.  Morris,  Murphy,  Norris, 
Owen,  Parmenter,  Peuit.E.  D.  Potter,  Pmit,  Purdy,  Rath- 
bun,  D.  S.  Reid.  Reding,  Krlfe,  Bitter,  Robinson,  Russell, 
8t.  John,  Saunders,  T.  H.  Seymour,  Simons,  Simpson,  Sli- 
dell,  J.  T.  Smith,  R.  Smith,  Steenrnd,  Stetson,  J.  Stewart, 
Stiles,  Stone,  .'Strong,  Svkes,  Taylor.  Thompson,  Tibhatt^, 
Weller,  WentWorlh,  W'lleaton,  Williams,  Wilkins,  Wise, 
Woodw.ird,  J-  A.  Wright,  and  Vosi— 124. 

NAYS  — Messrs.  Adams,  Ashe,  Uarringer,  Barnard, 
Beardsley,  M-  Brown,  J.  Brown,  Buffinzton,  Carroll,  Chil- 
ton, CUngman,  Cnllamer,  Cranston,  G.  Davis,  K.  D.  Davis, 
Deberry,  Dellet,  Dickey,  Dickinson,  Fish,  Florence,  Foot, 
Frick,  Gtddings,  Grinnell,Grider,  Hardin,  Harper,  Hndi^on, 
W.  Hunt,  C.  J.  Ingersoll,  J.  R.  Ingersoll,  Irvin,  Jenks,  P. 
B.  Johnson,  D.  P.  King,  Mcllvaine,  E.  J.  Morris,  Moseley, 
Nea,  Newton,  Patterson,  Peyton,  Phcanix,  Ramsey,  Ray- 
ner,  Rogers,  Samplf,  Scbenck,  Sentcr,  Severance,  D.  L. 
Beymour,  A.  Smith,  Stephens,  A.  Stewart,  Thomasson, 
Tiiden,  Tyler,  Vaace,  Vanmeter,  Vinun,  White,  Wio- 
tbrop,  and  W.  Wright— 66. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  resolution  as 
•mended. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  asked  if  it  was  not  in  order  to 
move  a  further  amendment  of  the  resolution .' 

The  SPEAKER  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  then  moved  the  following  addi- 
tion to  the  resolution: 

RtBoltei,  That  the  Clerk  or  this  Hotise  is  hereby  directed, 
in  making  up  the  Journal  of  proceedings  of  this  day  in  rela- 
tion to  the  protest  of  Daniel  D.  Basnakd  and  others,  not 
to  enter  the  same  at  length  on  the  Journal. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  said  the  protest  appeared  on 
the  Journal  of  Tuesday  last,  and  he  wished  the 
resolution  to  embrace  that  also. 

Mr.  WINTHROP  wished  to  ask  if  there  waa 
a  Angle  precedent  in  the  whole  history  of  Con- 
gress for  directing  the  Clerk  aa  to  the  discharge 
of  bis  duties.'  As  he  understood  it,  the  Clerk  was 
swum  by  a  solemn  oath  to  Qod,  to  discharge  his 
duties  to  this  House.  He  was  responsible  for  the 
Jotirnal;  and  after  it  had  been  made  up  by  him, 
and  had  undergone  the  supervision  of  the  Speaker, 
it  was  in  order  for  any  member  to  move  an  amend- 
ment; but  was  it  ever  known,  in  this  or  aity  other 
free  country,  that  gentlemen-undertook  to  instruct 
the  Clerk  to  make  up  the  Journal  according  to  their 
will  and  pleasure?  If  this  were  to  be  followed  out, 
a  majority  might,  at  any  future  time,  vote  down 
a  motion,  and  afterwartis,  if  they  desired  to  con- 
eeal  that  proceeding,  they  would  have  nothing  to 
/do  but  to  instruct  the  Clerk  not  to  record  it  on  the 
Journal.  Now,  to  him,  this  appeared  to  be  a  new 
mode  of  resorting  to  the  expunging  process;  it 
was  an  expunging  by  anticipation. 

If  it  were  a  right  of  the  minority — and  it  was 
secured  to  them  oy  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States — to  have  their  motions  entered  on  the 
Journal  when  the  yeas  and  nays  were  taken  there- 
on, how  could  it  be  just,  on  a  motion  made  in 
advance,  to'overturn  that  right,  and  prevent  that 
matter  being  entered  on  the  Journal  ?  It  did  really 
appear  to  him  that  the  proposition  wets  one  of 
most  dangerous  precedent.  He  understood  it 
had  been  uniformly  the  case  to  enter  such  mat- 
ter on  the  Journal.  A  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
the  other  day,  mentioned  an  instance  in  which 
some  matter  had  not  gone  on  the  Journal  when  the 
yeas  and  nays  were  called  upon  it;  but  bis  friend, 
the  former  Speaker,  [Mr.  Whitk,]  gave  them 
abundant  reason  for  the  deviation  iii  that  case; 
and,  therefore,  the  case  was  not  precisely  analo- 
gous. But  according  to  all  other  precedents,  mat- 
ter which  had  been  acted  upon  by  the  House, 
either  affirmatively  or  negatively,  if  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  t%ken  thereon,  was  entered  at  length 
on  the  record;  jret  now  a  motion  was  made,  a 
day  in  advance,  instructing  tlie  Clerk  not  to  per- 


form the  duly  which,  according  to  parliamentary  I 
usages  and  practices,  and  by  his  onth,  he  was  i 
bound  to  perform.  He  should  call  for  the  yeas  I 
and  nays  on  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  { 
Maine.  ' 

Mr.  GILMER  said  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  [Mr.  Barnard,]  some  days  since,  made  a 
suggestion  to  him,  and  he  now  rose  to  make  a 
suggestion  in  return  to  the  gentleman  from  New 
Xork.  It  seemed  to  him  the  House  was  engaged 
in  what  might  properly  be  termed ,  at  least,  a  use- 
less business.  He  remarked,  a  few  days  ago, 
when  he  bad  the  honor  of  addressing  this  House, 
in  reference  to  another  branch  of  this  proposi- 
tion, that  r.ertainly  it  was  a  matter  of  no  conceiv- 
able moment,  whether  that  paper,  in  the  precise 
form  in  which  it  was  presented  to  the  House, 
was  read  from  the  Journal  or  not.  The  only  con- 
sideration which  had  had  the  slightest  influence 
on  his  mind,  was, that  he  believed  the  paper  had 
been  read  irregularly,  and  had  got  on  the  Jour- 
nal by  an  indirect  movement,  without  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  House;  and  therefore  it  waa  that  he 
condemned  it.  It  waa  not  for  anything  in  rela- 
tion to  the  paper  itself;  for  he  cared  not  whether 
it  was  spread  on  the  Journal  or  not.  He  should 
not  object  to  its  being  recorded  on  the  Journal,  if 
those  gentlemen  who  felt  an  interest  in  it  desired 
that  it  should  be  so  recorded  at  length,  that  it 
mi^ht  go  down  to  posterity  as  an  argument  in 
this  pai'licular  case;  nor  should  he  object,  if  the 
gentlemen  whose  seats  were  involvetf  in  the  de- 
cision of  this  question  should  prepare  another 
paper,  and  spread  it  upon  the  Journal,  so  that 
both  sides  might  be  transmitted  to  posterity  for 
its  instruction  or  amusement;  but  in  relation  to 
the  present  business  of  the  House,  he  could  not 
see  how  it  was  a  matter  of  importance  whether 
the  paper  was  recorded  or  excluded;  and  there- 
fore he  would  suggest  to  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  to  withdraw  all  these  indirect  propositions, 
and  come  directly  to  a  proposition  to  put  this 
paper  on  the  Journal,  and  for  such  proposition  he 
would  vote;  for,  whatever  influence  the  protest 
might  have  on  posterity,  it  certainly  could  have 
no  effect  on  this  House. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  said  it  oc^curred  to  him  that  he 
was  right  in  the  course  he  bad  taken;  and  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  WiNTHRor] 
need  be  under  no  alarm,  even  if  the  majority  should 
adopt  the  resolution  he  had  submitted.  If  he  un- 
derstood the  facts  in  this  case,  (and  he  had  paid 
particular  Attention  to  them,^  they  were  thus: 
while  this  body  was  convened  in  this  Hall,  and 
before  the  House  was  organized,  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  [Mr.  Barnard]  rose  in  his  place 
and  presented  to  the  convention,  before  the  House 
was  organized,  a  certain  paper.  What  were  the 
contents  of  that  paper,  ihey  had  not,  to  this  time, 
any  evidence  before  them;  but  on  a  subsequent 
day,  the  same  gentleman  rose  in  his  place,  and 
proposed  to  amend  the  Journal  of  this  House;and 
offered  a  paper,  which  he  said  was  the  paper 
I  which  he  offered  the  day  preceding,  but  which 
was  never  read  to  the  House.  If  he  understood 
the  rulingof  the  Chair  aright  in  this  matter,  it  was 
that  all  papers  which  were  presented  for  the  ac- 
tion of  this  House,  and  entertained  by  theHoilse, 
have,  according  to  the  precedents,  been  spread  at 
length  on  the  Journal  when  the  yeas  and  hays 
were  ordered  thereon. 

It  had  been  said  (and  no  one  had  attempted  to 
deny  it)  that  there  was  no  evidence  that  the  paper 
which  the  gentleman  had  offered  on  Monday  was 
the  paper  which  he  offered  on  Tuesday.  He  was, 
of  course,  willing  to  take  the  gentleman's  word 
in  regard  to  it;  but  he  was  speaking  of  the  evi- 
dence which,  as  a  legislative  body,  they  should 
require.  What  was  the  tendency  of  such  a  course 
aa  this:  If  they  were  to  have  spread  upon  the 
Journals,  by  an  indirect  method,  that  which  the 
House  would  not  receive  when  offered  directly, 
what  would  be  the  consequence.'  Why,  a  mem- 
ber might  rise  in  his  place  with  a  proposition;  no 
matter  how  absurd  it  might  be,  if  he  could  only 
find  one  fifth  of  the  members  of  that  House  willing 
to  join  him  in  calling  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  the 
proposition  would  be  spread  at  length  upon  the 
Journal.  H'e  objected  to  this  mode  of  proceeding 
altogether. 

The  record  of  the  proceedings  of  this  House 
was  not  the  record  of  the  Clerk.  He  was  a  sworn 
officer  of  the  House,  it  was  true;  but  the  House 
itself  waa  bound  to  iieep  a  record  of  its  proceed- 


ings. Was  it  competent,  then,  for  the  sworn 
Clerk  to  enlerupon  the  Journal  of  the  House  that 
which  a  majority  of  the  House  bad  decided  to 
reject  ?  The  House  alone  was  answerable  for  the 
record,  and  not  the  Clerk.  He  was  of  opinion, 
therefore,  that,  in  all  matters  pending  before  the 
House,  and  in  which  a  majority  had  determined 
that  a  paper  should  not  go  upon  the  Journirts,  there 
should  be  a  rule  directing  the  Clerk  of  the  House 
to  omit  at  length  such  paper.  It  would,  of  coarse, 
be  necessary  that  the.  statement  of  the  proceed- 
ings should  be  sufficiently  descriptive  of  the  paper 
to  make  it  intelligible.  He  was  in  favor  of  enter- 
ing upon  the  Journals  all  that  the  House  actualljr 
did  do,  but  not  what  it  did  not  do.  He  was  in 
favor  of  making  the  Journal  of  the  House  show 
the  whole  action  of  the  body,  and  no  moi«;  but 
he  was  not  in  favor  of  permitting  a  paper  to  be 
placed  upon  the  Journals  which  a  majority  of  the 
House  has  decided  shall  not  be  placed  there.  For 
these  reasons,  be  had  thought  it  right  to  offer  the 
proposed  amendment;  and  it  did  seem  to  him  that 
the  amendment  was  strictly  in  accordance  with 
the  suggestions  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia. 
If  he  had  not  mistaken  the  point  of  order  raised 
by  the  gentleman;  if  he  had  not  mistaken  liie 
point  which  was  ruled  in  by  the  Chair — though, 
perhaps,  not  very  good  authority — the  ruling  of 
the  Cnair  of  last  session  was  in  accordance  with 
the  proposition  which  he  had  submitted.  And  he 
was  fully  persuaded,  upon  examination,  that  the 
proposition  would  be  found  to  meet  the  views 
of  a  raajoiity  of  the  House. 

Mr.  B.^RNARD  said  it  would  give  him,  per- 
sonally, great  pleasure  to  accommodate  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia;  but  he  confessed  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  gentleman  appeared  to  him  a  little 
extraordinary.  The  gentleman,  if  he  understood 
his  observations,  complained  that  the  proposition 
to  spread  the  paper  upon  the  Journals  was  not  a 
direct  one;  that  he  proposed  lo  get  it  spread  upon 
the  Journal  in  an  indirect  mode.  Sir,  the  prop- 
osition which  I  made  was  a  direct  proposition. 
It  was  a  direct  proposition  that  the  paper  should 
be  spread  upon  the  Journals  of  the  House.  It 
was  as  direct  a  proposition  as  it  was  possible  for 
me  to  make.  I  did  it,  to  be  sure,  in  the  form  of 
an  amendment  of  the  Journal;  but  I  introduced 
a  resolution  reciting  a  paper;  and  the  effect  of 
this  course  is,  that  if  the  House  sees  fit  to  record 
the  proceedings  which  took  place  on  the  first  day 
upon  the  Journals,  thst  paper  will  go  on  the 
Journal  as  a  matter  of  course.  It  stands,  then, 
in  its  most  appropriate  place,  and  is  introduced 
in  the  most  appropriate  way,  and  the  records  will 
be  made  up  in  the  most  intelligible  manner. 

Sir,  if  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  and  his 
friends  and  others  on  this  floor,  were  disposed  to 
record  this  paper,  they  could  not  have  a  more  fit 
opportunity  than  has  been  offi  red  to  them.  No 
objection,  that  I  can  conceive  of,  can  arise  against 
the  proposition  which  I  have  made;  certainly  no 
technical  or  crinstittitinnal  objection. 

Mr.  GILMER  said  the  gentleman  did  not  seem 
precisely  to  understand  the  nature  of  the  difficulty 
which  he  bad  hinted  at.  It  was  this:  The  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  moved  on  Tuesday  to 
amend  the  Journal  of  the  preceding  day.  Well, 
it  was  impossible  for  any  one  lo  vote  with  him 
upon  this  proposition  who  did  not  believe  there 
was  an  error  in  the  Journal  of  the  preceding  day. 
That  was  the  whole  point,  involved  in  the  prop- 
osition. It  was  apparent  that  the  paper  could, 
by  no  possibility,  nave  gone  upon  the  Journal  of* 
the  first  day;  and,  therefore,  there  was  no  error. 
It  would  have  been  impossible  for  him  and  those 
who  thought  with  him  to  vote  for  the  amendment 
of  the  Journal  so  long  as  there  was  no  error;  and 
the  only  proper  mode  of  getting  the  paper  upon 
the  Journal  would  be  by  a  direct  proposition  to 
spread  it  upon  the  record. 

Mr.  BARNARD  said  he  thought  be  perceived 
where  the  difficulty  lay  with  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia.  It  seemed  to  him  to  be  purely  an  ab- 
stract difficulty.  Practically,  he  could  seeno()iffi- 
culty  in  the  case.  What  was  the  history  of  the 
proceeding?  Why,  when  that  body  came  to- 
gether for  the  purpose  of  organizing  itself,  a  mem- 
ber rose  in  his  place,  as  he  had  a  constitutional 
right  to  do,  am]  claimed  to  read  a  paper  which  he 
held  in  his  hand.  It  was  objected  to;  and  then 
another  member  rose  and  moved  that  the  first 
member  have  leave  lo  read  the  paper.  The  ques- 
tion is  put  to  the  House  and  permission  is  re- 
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fused,  the  Journal  is  miiile  upi  auiU  nmile  up  with- 
out the  slightest  notice  whaieTer  Of  the  transac- 
tion; and,  on  the  fullowingda}r,a  motion  is  made 
to  amend  the  Journal  so  that  it  should  show  the 
facts  ofthe  case.  This  was  the  proposition  which , 
it  appeared  to  him,  need  disturb  no  man's  con- 
science to  vote  for,  who  was  willing  to  have  the 
records  of  Congress  go  down  to  posterity  in  a 
correct  and  accurate  form. 

But  to  tlie  proposition  more  immediately  before 
the  House.  After  the  House  had  stricken  out 
from  the  resolution  that  part  which  recited  the 
protest,  the  gentleman  from  Alaine  moved  to 
amend  the  resolution  by  directing  the  Cleric,  in 
making  up  the  Journal  to  be  read  to-morrow,  to 
omit  the  protest.  It  was  a  grave  question  to  touch 
upon — something  more  than  the  question  before 
the  House.  In  his  opinion,  it  aflecled  the  Con- 
stitution itself;  and  it  affected ,  also,  the  oath  which 
the  Clerk  of  the  House  had  taken.  The  House 
was  taking  upon  itself  to  instruct,  beforehand,  the 
Clerk  to  omit  a  certain  paper  which  formed  a  part 
of  the  proceedings.  How  should  the  Clerk  record 
the  proceedings  without  inserting  that  paper? 
The  question  had  been  taken  by  yeas  and  nays; 
and  he  was,  therefore,  bound  to  insert  it.  If  (here 
waa  any  one  thing  plainer  than  another,  it  wos 
that  one  fifth  of  the  members  of  the  House  have 
the  right  to  have  the  yeas  and  nays  recorded  un 
every  question.  lie  begged  that  gentlemen  would 
desist  from  piling  up  oneactof  nullilication  upon 
another  in  this  manner.  They  had  nulli6ed  an 
act  of  Congress  by  the  introduction  of  certain 
members  into  that  Blouse,  and  they  now  proposed 
to  nullify  the  Constitution  by  instructions  to  their 
Clerk.  The  Clerk  of  that  House  could  not  dis- 
charge his  duty  to  that  House,  and  have  a  due 
regard  to  his  ^wn  oath,  without  inserting  the 
whole  resolution  which  had  been  originally 
moved. 

The  framers  of  the  Constitution  knew  very  well 
what  they  were  about;  they  did  not  need  to  be 
instructed.  They  knew  that  minoriiiea  have 
rights,  and  they  knew  the  importance  of  preserv- 
ing those  rights.  And  they  knew  the  importance 
of  having  great  legislative  questions  accurately 
recorded  for  the  instruction  of  the  present  lime, 
as  well  as  of  posterity.  They  therefore  directed 
that  this  body  should  keep  a  Journal;  and  any 
direction  on  the  part  of  the  House  to  a  sworn 
officer  to  mutilate  that  Journal  should  be  treated 
by  that  officer  as  a  nullity.  His  oath  was  above 
the  order  of  the  House.  He  had  sworn  to  sup- 
port the  Constitution,  and  he  could  never  keep 
bis  oath  unless  he  entered  a  correct  account  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  day  upon  the  Journal. 
After  all,  what  was  it  that  members  were  con- 
tending for?  Why  should  they  be  so  tenacious 
about  rejecting  a  paper  from  the  records  of  the 
proceedings  of  that  House  ?  It  was  a  part  of  the 
solemn  proceedin(|^8  of  the  body.  There  was 
nothing  in  it  objectionable — nothing  unbccomitig. 
Were  they  afraid  that  the  Journal  would  he  de- 
filed by  the  record  ?  Then  why  not  let  It  remain 
where  it  stood?  It  could  do  no  possible  harm, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  would  be  a  useful  precedent 
to  all  future  time — a  precedent  which,  he  trusted, 
their  successors  would  not  disregard.  The  tone 
of  moderation  indulged  by  the  minority  upon 
this  subject;  the  disinclination  manifested,  not- 
withstanding the  strong  opinions  in  regard  to 
vtl^eir  rights,  entertained  by  the  minority,  lo  dis- 
turb the  organization  of  the  body,  or  delay  its 
proceedings; — alllhese  things  were  important,and 
It  was  highly  necessary  that  they  should  appear 
upon  tlie  Journals.  • 

But  thM  was  not  all.  They  had  the  paper  al- 
ready upon  the  Journal;  how  were  they  to  get 
rid  of  it?  Thegentleman  from  Virginia  had  made 
adifficulty,inasrouchas  ho  asserted  that  the  prop- 
osition did  not  seem  to  be  a  direct  one.  How 
would  gentlemen  meet  the  question  when  it  came 
up,  to  strike  out  tlie  whole  record  of  the  paper? 
and  who  did  not  perceive  that  a  proposition  to 
strike  out  was  a  proposition  to  falsify  the  Jour- 
nal ?  He  did  not  understand  ho  w  any  man  could 
entertain  such  a  proposition  for  a  moment.  He 
hoped  the  gentleman's  friends  would  induce  him 
to  withdraw  his  amendment;  for  they  would  find 
themselves  involved  in  inextricable  difficulty. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  was  somewhat  surprised  at 
the  perseverance  which  some  members,  and  par- 
ticularly the  member  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Bar- 
hard,]  had  shown  in  endeavoring  to  get  this  pro- 


test spread  upon  the  Journal.  It  certainly  did 
not  appear  to  him  to  blaze  over  with  so  much 
wisdom  as  to  render  any  one  anxious  to  hand 
down  to  posterity  that  which  was  false  in  itself; 
for  it  was  no  part  of  the  proceeding's  of  Monday, 
and  nobody  pretended  that  it  was.  No  member 
of  the  House,  who  had  not  seen  the  paper,  knew 
anything  about  it.  It  was  not  received,  read, 
or  entertained  for  a  moment,  and  nobody,  there- 
fore, could  know  what  it  was.  Let  the  facts, 
then,  stand  on  the  Journal  as  they  occurred,  viz: 
that  the  gentleman  from  New  York  offered  a 
paper  to  the  House,  which  was  not  received  or 
read,  without  staling  what  it  was.  Gentlemen 
now  asked  the  House  to  do  by  indirection  what 
they  could  not  do  by  direction ;  and  therefore  now 
was  the  proper  time  to  establish  ihe  rule,  if  ever 
ihry  established  any  at  all,  whether  a  member, 
guided  by  any  feelings  which  might  influence 
members,  may  cumber  your  Journal  with  any 
kind  of  documents.  Why  he  could,  if  this  prin- 
ciple were  sanctianed,  make  the  Journal  so  large 
that  no  librnry  could  contain  it. 

Mr.  BARNARD  explained  that  it  would  re- 
quire one  fifth  of  the  members  present,  calling  fur 
the  yeas  and  nays,  to  authorize  the  insertion  of 
extraneous  matter  on  the  Journal. 

Mr.  THOMPSON.  Well,  suppose  I  were  to 
move  to  amend  the  Journal  by  the  insertion  of 
Hutton's  Mathematics,  and  there  should  be  fifty 
members  on  this  floor  mischievous  enough  to  call 
for  the  yeas  and  nays,  though  not  one  lo  vote  for 
it;  yet,  by  this  ridiculous  proceeding,  all  this  cum- 
bersome and  extraneous  matter  must  be  copied 
out  at  length.  Why,  on  the  same  principle,  you 
mightget  the  Old  lestament  copied  on  thejour- 
nal,  though  not  a  single  member  voted  for  it.  Let 
the  facts,  then,  stand  as  they  occurred,  and  as 

Rroposed  in  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
laine,  namely,  that  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  offered  a  paper  to  the  House,  which  was 
neither  received  nor  read.  Not  a  single  member 
of  the  House  would  say  thai  this  protest  made 
part  of  the  proceedings  of  Monday,  and  yet  the 

fentlemtin  wished  to  have  it  spread  upon  the 
nunial.  What  did  he  care  for  that  paper?  It 
wos  an  argument,  to  be  sure,  against  his  right  to 
his  scat;  but  he  could  draw  up  an  answer  to  it, 
and  get  it  insi^rted  on  the  Journal,  if  this  protest 
should  be  permitted  to  remain  there;  but  he  had 
no  wish  to  cumber  the  Journal  by  such  irrelevant 
matter.  His  principal  objection  to  the  proceeding 
was  this:  by  the  act  of  the  last  Congress,  the 
States  were  required  to  do  a  certain  thing,  and 
they  did  not  do  it;  yet  it  waa  now  proposed  to 
have  it  stated  on  the  Journal  that  these  Slates  had 
perpetrated  a  legal  fraud  in  sending  members  here 
in  violation  of  a  law  of  Congress.  It  was  the  re- 
flection cast  upon  these  States,  and  not  upon  him- 
self, that  he  objected  to.  He  cared  nothing  for 
the  reflection  upon  himself.  He  came  here  in  pur- 
suance of  the  laws  of  his  State,  and  with  an  ac- 
knowledged majority  of  all  the  legal  voters  Of  his 
district.  No  man  denied  it.  Then,  if  the  Journal 
should  state  that  he  came  here  and  participated 
in  the  election  of  Speaker  without  havinga  right 
to  do  so,  it  would  be  a  reflection,  not  on  Tiim,  but 
on  the  State  which  sent  hiiA  here.  Gentlemen 
who  now  so  pertinaciously  persisted  in  their  en- 
deavors to  spread  this  protest  on  the  Journal,  saw 
the  time  when  they  pursued  an  opposite  course. 
He  would  remind  them  that,  in  the  case  of  the 
President's  protest,  they  were  anxious  that  it 
should  not  go  on  the  Journal;  ami  so  efTiiCtual 
were  their  objections  made,  that  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wise]  was  obliged  to  with- 
draw it.  So  also  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Bowne,  of 
New  York,  who  wanted  certain  facts  to  appear 
on  (he  Journal  before  the  adjournment,  and  it  was 
determined  that  they  should  not  go  on.  As  to 
the  Clerk's  making  a  perfect  Journal  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  House,  he  could  say,  that  when 
he  states  all  the  facts  that  occurred,  and  nothing 
else,  then  his  Journal  is  perfect. 

In  conclusion,  he  repeated  that  now  waa  the 
proper  time,  when  the  attention  of  the  House  was 
called  to  it,  to  establish  the  rule  that  no  member, 
by  indirection,  should  be  permitted  to  cumber  the 
Journals  with  matter  that  the  House  decided 
should  not  go  on  it. 

Mr.  HOLMES  considered  it  wholly  immate- 
rial whether  that  protest  went  on  the  Journal  or 
not;  but  it  was  material  to  the  m^ority  and  mi- 
nority whether  the  aroendment  of  the  gentleman 


from  Maine  was  adopted.  He  had  never  known 
a  proposition  which,  if  adopted,  would  involve 
more  serious  consequences;  arid  he  warned  gen- 
tlemen in  the  majority,  however  anxious  they 
might  be  to  keep  this  matter  from  the  Journals, 
not  to  set  a  precedent  that  might  be  used  with 
serious  effect  against  them  when  another  parly 
might  have  the  majority  in  that  House.  What 
was  the  proposition  of  ihe  gentleman  from  Maine? 
Why,  it  waa  to  instruct  the  Clerk  to  keep  a  cer- 
tain paper  olT  the  Journal,  when  the  rule  prescribed 
that  it  should  go  there,  and  another  rule  pre- 
scribed that  it  should  not  be  altered  but  by  a  vote 
of  two  thirds.  Suppose  the  tables  changed,  and 
another  party  should  have  the  majority  on  that 
floor — for  there  was  no  danger  from  the  present 
majority,  the  enlarged  views  and  liberal  principles 
of  the  Democracy  being  a  sufficient  guarantee  that 
they  would  not  abuse  the  power  they  were  in 
possession  of;  but  suppose  the  Whig  party  should 
get  ihe  upper  hand,  and  it  might  be  that  the  peo- 
ple mistaking  their  interests  should  return  a  ma- 
jority of  them  to  the  House:  what  would  be  the 
consequence?  Why,  while  the  Whigs  were 
driviiigthe  car  of  Juggernaut  under  a  high  steam 
pressure,  some  gentleman  might  have  independ- 
ence enough  to  off°er  a  resolution,  showing  to  the 
world  the  tyranny  of  their  conduct,  and  upon 
this,  a  resolution  might  be  offered  by  a  Wnig 
member  that  nothing  censuring  the  majority 
.should  go  upon  the  Journal.  By  this  means  we 
may  be  deprived  of  the  power  of  showing  (o  ti.e 
country  that  thpir  conduct  is  subversive  of  the 
inlercsw  of  the  nation.  Now  it  was  to  guard  in 
advance  against  this  danger,  that  he  raised  his 
voice  against  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Maine. 

Mr.  WELLER  observed  that  it  appeared  to 
him  that  this  debate  had  gone  far  enough,  and 
that  it  was  time  it  should  cease.  For  the  purpose, 
therefore,  of  ascertaining  the  wish  of  the  House 
in  this  particular,  he  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion. Mr.  W.,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  C.  J.  In- 
OER80LL,  withdrew  the  motion. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INQERSOLL  then  moved  to  lay  the 
whole  subject  on  the  table.  He  believed  this  waa 
a  very  important  constitutional  question,  and  did 
not  think  it  ought  to  be  decided  in  this  way.  The 
whole  subject  should  be  thrown  open  to  debate, 
and  decided  once  for  all. 

Mr.  COBB  asked  what  would  be  the  effect  of 
laying  the  whole  subject  on  the  table;  would  tflB 
protest  remain  on  the  Journal  ? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  it  would. 

The  question  was  then  put  by  yeas  and  nay* 
on  Mr.  Ingersoll's  motion,  and  decided  in  the 
ni!gative — yeas  83,  nays  95;  as  follows: 

YEAS— M<!8srs.  Adnms,  Atkinson,  Barrinner,  Bftordiiley, 
Benton,  Janici4  A.  Btack,  Brodhead,  Anron  V.  Brown.  Buf- 
llMgton,  Burt,  Cildwfll,  Campbell,  Clitiftinnn,  Clhuon, 
Culo«,  Cinioin,  Ualin.  Daniel,  Ojrret  Oavjs,  Uirliard  D.  Da- 
vis, Di:an,  Di'AwTryy  Dtekty,  Gtmer,  Karlee,  Foster,  Frick, 
GiddingH,  i;ilnier,  Byram  Green,  Willie  Green,  Grider, 
Hayes,  Holmes,  tlubard,  HuilEterford,  James  B.  Hunt, 
UlmrlesJ.  In^etBoli,  Irvin,  Jenk:i,  Cave  Johnson.  Purlejr 
B.  Johnson,  Andrew  jKhnsun,  J'>ne<,  Kennedy,  Kirknat- 
rick,  McCau-len,  ^^cDowell,  Mcllvaine,  Edward  J.  Mor- 
ris, Joisepli  Morris,  Dwen,  Parinenler,  Petlit,  Peyton, 
PhtaniT,  Emery  D.  Potter,  Rainci-y,  Raihbun,  (Charles  M. 
Ueed,  David  H.  Rctd,  Robinson.  Bogera,  Sample,  Henter, 
Severance,  David  L.  Seymour,  Thuma^  :^miUi,  bitcplieiis. 
Stetson,  John  Stewart,  Stone,-  Strong,  Sykes,  Thomasaon, 
Thompson,  Tildcn,  Vanmeter,  Vintnu,  White,*  Wilkina, 
Wise,  and  Yost— 83. 

NAV£)— Messrs.  Ashe,  Barnard,  Belser,  Bidlack,  Jaules 
Black,  Blackwell,  Bossier,  Bower,  Bowlin,  Boyd,  Jacob 
Brinkerhotr,  Milton  Brown,  William  J.  Brown,  Jeremiah 
Brown,  Burke,  Carroll,  Onliiii,  Augustus  A.  Chapman, 
Cliappell,  Chilton,  Cobb,  Collamer,  Cranston,  Crops,  Uetlet, 
Dickinson,  Dnuslas,  Droni^mle,  Dunlap,  Ficklin,  Fish, 
Florence,  Foot,  French,  Grnincll,  Hale,  Hamlin,  Hnratfon, 
llardin,  Harper.  Ilcrrick,  Huge,  Hopkins.  Houston,  Hub- 
bell,  Hudson,  Huyhos,  Wnshinginu  Hunt,  Joseph  R,  Incer- 
soll,  Jameson,  Preston  King,  Daniel  P.  Kins,  Lcoiuird, 
Lucas,  Lumpkin,  McClelland,  McClernand,  McKay,  Ma- 
thews, Moore,  Moseley,  Murpliy,  Nea,  Newton,  Norris, 
Patterson.  Payne,  Purdy,  Itayner,  Reding,  Belfe,  Ritter, 
Russell,  St.  John,  Schcnck,  Thomas  H.  Beymour,  Sim- 
mons, Simpson,  Slidell,  Albert  Smith,  .John  T.  Smith, 
Robert  Smith,  Stecnrod,  Sliles,  Taylor,  Tibballs,  Tyler, 
Vance,  Weilcr,  Weniwonh,  Williams,  Vvinthrop,  Wood- 
ward, William  Wright,  and  Joseph  A.  Wright— 95. 

After  B  few  words  from  Mr.  HOPKINS  and 
Mr.  DROMGOOLE, 

Mr.  WISE  said  the  resolution  contemplated 
"a  House;"  but  there  was  no  House,  nor  the 
beginning  of  a  House,  when  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  [Mr.  Barkard]  presented  the  protest 
which  had  given  rise  to  this  debate;  and  he  there- 
fore hoped  the  mover  of  the  resolution  would  so 
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modify  it  oa  to  make  it  oonrormable  with  the  fact. 
The  resolution  stated  that  by  implication  which 
was  not  true  in  fact;  the  "  House"  was  notasked 
to  receive  the  protpsi  as  affirmed  in  the  resnlu- 
tion,  nor  was  the  Clerk  asked  to  put  any  question 
thereon  to  "the  House."  He  therefore  again 
asked  the  mover  to  modify  his  resolution. 

Mr.  BARNARD  made  some  remark  which  was 
inaudible  at  the  reporter's  desk. 

Mr.  WISE  obtained  the  vvithdrawal  of  the 
motion  for  the  previous  question,  that  he  might 
explain  himself;  and  he  said  he  could  assure 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  that  lie  under- 
stood himself,  and  he  understood  the  gentleman 
too.  The  gentleman  from  New  York  had  moved 
to  amend  the  Journal  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  by  inserting  matter 
which  he  moved  before  there  was  a  House.  There 
was  the  peculiar  error  on  this  whole  subject.  The 
gentleman  asked  no  leave  of  the  House;  he  of- 
fered to  read  no  paper  to  this  House;  but  before 
the  body  was  a  House,  before  it  was  organized, 
before  the  members  were  sworn,  before  they  were 
in  a  condition  to  judge  of  the  election  of  mem- 
bers— for  they  dared  not  judge  until  they  were 
sworn  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  as  members  of  that  House — he  offered  to 
an  unorganized,  and  consequently  aoauthorized, 
body,  a  resolution. 

Mr.  BARNARD  asked   the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  to  allow  hira  to  read  a  clause  from  the^ 
Constitution.   He  did  not  wish  now  to  argue  the 
matter,  but  to  call  the  attention  of  the  gentleman 
to  the  following  passage: 

"The  IIouM  of  Ecpreaentalives  sball  chooie  their 
Spenker." 

Mr.  WISE  said  the  House  was  "  a  House" 
•8  soon  as  it  was  a  sworn  body. 

Mr.  BARNARD  replied  that  the  House  was 
never  sworn  until  it  elected  its  Speaker. 

Mr.  WISE  said  the  House  existed  for  all  the 
purposes  of  organization  and  appointment  of  a 
Speaker,  but  for  no  other  purpose,  and  yet  would 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  BARNAnD] 
contend  that  it  was  a  House  to  judge  of  the  qual- 
ifications and  of  the  returns  of  members  before  it 
was  sworn?  He  agreed  with  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  that  the  record  of  this  paper  was  a 
harmless  thing,  justas  harmless  as  Uncle  Toby's 
fly,  [laughter;]  but  it  was  no  part  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  this  House.  There  were  gentlemen  from 
four  Stales  whocame  with  certificates  of  election. 
Some  of  those  gentlemen  came  from  New  Hamp- 
shire; and  when  their  names  were  called,  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Campbell] 
arose;  and  though  he  (Mr.  W.)  differed  from  that 
gentleman,  he  would  do  him  the  justice  to  say 
that  he  took  the  proper  step,  for  he  endeavored 
to  ascertain  the  fact  how  the  gentlemen  from  New 
Hampshire  were  elected. 

[Here  a  messttge  was  received  from  the  Senate, 
by  the  hands  of  Asdcrt  Dickins,  Esq.,  its  Sec- 
retary, informing  the  House  of  Representatives 
that  the  Senate  had  concurred  with  a  resolution 
for  the  appointment  of  a  Chaplain,  and  that  that 
body  had  appointed  a  Chaplain  In  pursuance 
thereof.  Also,  that  the  Senate  had  appointed  its 
members  on  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Library, 
and  on  Enrolled  Bills.] 

Mr.  WISE  repeated  that  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  inquired  how  the  gentlemen  from 
N*w  Hampshire  were  elected;  and  the  gentlemen 
from  New  Hampshire  very  properly  sat  still  and 
led  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  to  find  it 
.  out  from  the  Clerk,  to  whom  the  Governor  of 
New  Hampshire  had  made  a  communication. 
He  held  that  communication  in  his  hand,  and  he 
would  ask  the  gentleman  from  New  York  to  look 
at  its  "  broad  seal."    And  what  did  it  certify .' 

**  To  all  whom  it  may  concern ;  Be  it  known,  that  John 
P.  Hale,  E"<).,  h««  txxa  duly  electeil  a  Repreaeniaiivv  of 
the  State  of  New  Hanipyhire,  in  tlie  Confnsn  of  iho  United 
States,  for  the  terra  of  two  yearn  from  the  4llidoy  of  March 
Ian.  In  lefltimoiiy  whereof,  1  have  caused  the  cienl  of  i^atd 
State  to  be  li*^unto  affixi'd.  Henry  Hubbard,  Governor 
of  the  State  of  New  Hainpfhire.  Dated  the  2Utli  day  of 
May,  1843,  and  of  the  independence  uf  Uie  United  States 
ItaeBixty  •eveiilli." 

The  certificate  was  also  countersigned  by  the 
Secretary  of  Slate  of  New  Hampshire.  That  doc- 
ument certified  to  him  that  John  P.  Hale  had 
been  "duly  elected;"  and  what  more  did  his  own 
certificate  certify  i  The  broad  seal  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, then,  was  as  much  the  credential  of  John 
P.  Hale  a*  the  broad  seal  of  Virginia  was  •  cre- 


dential that  he  (Mr.  W.)  had  been  duly  elected; 
and  the  gentlemen  from  New  Hampshire  who 
came  here  with  such  certificates,  were  piimafdcie 
as  much  members -of  that  House  as  he  was;  and 
would  remain  so  until  the  contrary  was  jiroved. 
The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  failing  to  get 
proof  contradicting  the  broad  seal  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, took  his  seat,  and  waits  for  the  proper  mo- 
ment. After  this,  the  gentlemen  from  New  Hamp- 
shire were  called  and  sworn,  uYider  the  sanction 
of  their  certificates;  they  were  sworn  before  either 
he  (Mr.  W.)  or  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
was  sworn;  snd  yet  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
asked  him  (Mr.  W.)  to  allow  him  to  protest 
against  the  proceedings  which  occurred  before 
either  of  them  was  a  member,  further  than  to  elect 
a  Speaker  and  a  Clerk,  and  -to  organize.  Now, 
his  answer  was,  wait  until  i  have  ascertained  how 
those  gentlemen  have  been  elected;  wait  until  I 
can  compare  the  law  with  the  Constitution  under 
which  they  have  been  elected.  The  broad  seal 
of  New  Hampshire  admitted  those  gentlemen  to 
their  seals,  and  not  he.  The  precept,  and  the 
example  too,  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
in  the  New  Jersey  case,  would  admit  those  gen- 
tlemen, without  any  proceedings  on  his  (Mr. 
W.'s)  part  whatever.  The  House  had  never  yet 
been  called  upon  to  say  whether  John  P.  Hale  had 
been  duly  elected.  If  the  Election  Committee  had 
made  their  report,  and  the  House  was  ready  to 
vote  upon  that  report,  the  proper  time  would  have 
arrived  for  the  gentleman  from  New  York  to  have 
presented  his  protest,  and  to  ask  lo  have  it  entered 
upon  the  Journal;  but  It  was  not  the  proper  time, 
when  the  House  was  In  its  initiatory  proceeding; 
nor  should  the  gentleman  from  New  York  ihen 
ask  him,  or  any  other  gentleman,  to  decide  that 
question.  Why,  if  this  protest  were  admissible, 
a  protest  might  be  entered  against  his  colleague 
[Mr.  Gilmer]  being  allowed  to  take  his  seat;  for 
that  seat  was  contested. 

He  then  again  said  that,  until  he  had  investi- 
gated the  matter  judicially — nntil  it  came  before 
them  from  a  Committee  of  Elections — he  should 
not  either  question  or  decide  it.  They  did  notgive 
each  other  certificates  of  election;  but  they  were 
received  from  the  Governors  of  the  several  States, 
and  they  were  tint  then  to  decide  whether  there 
had  been  any  nullification  or  not;  but,  great  as 
was  the  disparity  between  him  and  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  as  men  and  as  lawyers,  he 
there  declared  that  he  was  eager  to  enter  the  lists 
with  that  gentleman,  to  show  that  there  had  been 
no  nullification  either  on  the  part  of  the  House  or 
of  the  States.  If,  however,  that  gentleman  could 
satisfy  him  that  Congress  had  passed  a  law;  that 
it  was  an  operative  law;  that  it  was  a  perfect  titer 
of  power,  he  would  admit  to  that  gentleman  that 
it  was  a  permanent  power;  he  would  admit  that 
Congress  might  make  laws  to  alter  the  time  and 
place  and  manner  of  holding  elections;  and  if  the 
»ntleman  would  show  him  thst  such  an  aot  had 
been  done  as  would  amount  to  nullification,  he 
pledged  himself  to  go  with  the  gentleman  from 
New  York;  but  he  would  not  do  it  in  this  initia- 
tory proceeding,  for  they  had  taken  no  proceed- 
ing, and  not  even  the  law  and  the  testimony  were 
before  tliem.  He  knew  no  difference  between  the 
broad  seal  of  New  Hampshire  and  the  broad  seal 
of  New  York;  and  he  should  treat  them  as  the 
same  until  such  matter  of  fact  and  of  law  had 
been  reported  to  him,  as  a  judge  of  the  ciualifica- 
tions  and  returns  of  members,  as  would  call  for 
another  decision.  He  would,  however,  intimate 
that  the  gentleman  from  New  York  had  brought 
all  this  trouble  upon  himself,  possibly  to  preju- 
dice the  case.  Why  else  had  he  thus  proceeded 
until  the  Committee  of  Elections  had  reported, 
and  this  House  was  shown  that  the  members  from  i 
New  Hampshire  were  elected  contrary  to  the  stat-  I 
iile !  A«  yet  the  House  had  taken  no  step  except 
to  recognize  the  sacred  principle — one  which  he 
knew  would  be  held  sacred  there — that  of  the  au- 
thority of  the  broad  seal  of  a  sovereign  State  of 
this  Union.  He  was  fully  prepared  lo  go  into 
the  debate  on  the  questions  which  this  case  in- 
volved; but  this  was  not  the  fitting  time.  But, 
with  respect  to  the  admission  of  the  protest  upon 
the  Journal,  he  had  no  manner  of  care  about  it. 
The  true  question,  he  would  state,  was  one  which 
the  Speaker  had  overruled;  but  probably  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  desired  to  make  a  noise 
before  the  world,  and  to  agitate  a  little  for  party 
purposes,  and  hence  the  move  to  journalize  his 


protest;  and,  if  it  would  be  any  gratification  lo 
him,  he  (Mr.  W.)  was  not  anxious  to  deprive 
him  of  that  gratification. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky,  said,  in  his  jadg> 
ment,  the  present  question  involved  one  of  the 
most  important  principles  which  had  arisen  in 
the  course  of  the  whole  discussion.  The  gentle- 
man from  New  York  had  presented  totheHi.ase 
a  resolution,  in  which  he  had  incorporated  the 
protest,  which  became,  by  that  incorporation,  a 
part  of  tlie  resolution  itself;  as  much  so  as  the 
words  which  preceded  the  introduction  of  the 
protest.  The  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Maine,  then,  was,  in  effect,  to  expunge  a  part  of 
the  resolution  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
York. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  said  he  thousht  the  gentle- 
man was  somewhst  mistaken.  That  question 
had  already  been  disposed  of. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky,  said  that  did  not 
alter  the  case,  because  the  record  was  still  to  be 
made  up,  presenting  the  resolution  of  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York;  and  to  present  it  entire,  it 
must  embody  the  protest.  What  was  the  prop- 
osition of  the  gentleman  from  Maine .'  It  was  to 
expunge  the  protest  wherever,  in  making  up  the 
Journal,  it  might  be  presented.  This  was  very 
important;  for.  In  his  opinion,  it  was  as  proper 
for  the  gentleman  to  make  the  protest  a  part  of 
the  resolution,  as  to  make  his  own  words  a  part 
of  it.  What  would  be  the  eflFect  then  ?  The  ef- 
fect would  be  to  place  upon  the  Journal  the  very 
paper  which  was  embodied  in  the  resolution,  and 
which  gentlemen  seemed  so  aaxious  to  get  rid  of. 
A  member  had  a  right,  unquestionably,  to  present 
to  the  House  a  resolution  in  any  shape  he  pleased; 
and  If  one  fifth  of  the  members  of  the  House 
sustain  the  proposition,  it  must  go  upon  the  Jour- 
nal in  the  shape  in  which  It  was  presented.  And 
the  House  could  not,  without  a  violation  of  the 
provisions  of  the  Constitution,  order  otherwise. 
Suppose  it  were  in  the  power  of  the  House  to 
expunge  a  part  of  a  resolution:  they  might,  by 
that  means,  change  a  resolution  which  was  in- 
tended to  be  in  negative  terms  into  affirm|ilive. 
Let  gentlemen  pauAe  a  moment,  and  look  at  the 
consequences  before  they  consent  to  introduce 
such  a  principle  as  this. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  said  he  did  not  intend  to 
trouble  the  House,  except  in  reference  to  a  portion 
of  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
which  he  thought  were  calculated  to  do  injustice 
to  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  as  well  as  to 
those  gentlemen  who  had  signed  the  protest.  The 
gentleman  from  Virginia  had  insisted  that  the 
position  which  they  had  taken  upon  this  occasion 
was  inconsistent  with  that  which  they  had  taken 
in  theNew  Jersey  case  four  years  ago.  But  there 
was  a  broad  distinction  between  the  two  cases, 
which  the  gentleman  had  overlooked.  In  that 
case,  there  was  an  existing  law  authorizing  the 
election  of  members,  and  authorizing  the  Gov- 
ernor of  the  Stale  to  give  certificates.  In  other 
words,  it  was  a  question  of  fact,  to  be  determined 
by  the  examination  of  evidence. 

The  law  of  New  Hampshire  regulating  the  re- 
turn of  members  was  a  public  law,  and  conse- 
quently presumed  to  be  known,  and  requiring  no 
proof  to  be  adduced  regarding  it  to  members  of 
this  House,  sitting  In  their  judicial  capacity;  and 
tliey  were  well  aware  that  there  was  no  law  in 
New  Hampshire  requiring  the  election  lo  be  made, 
by  districts.  But  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
wishing  to  get  out  of  the  difficulty,  contended  that 
there  was  no  House. 

Mr.  WI^E  said  his  first  position  was,  that  the 
members  were  not  sworn;- and  next,  that  the 
House  was  not  organized  by  the  election  of  a 
Speaker  and  other  officers. 

Afiersome  further  remarks  from  Messrs. WISE 
and  CLINGMAN, 

On  motion  of  Mr. WISE,  the  previous  question 
was  demanded  and  carried  in  Ihe.affirmative. 

The  question  having  been  thus  disposed  of, 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  insisted  that  his  motion  to 
amend  the  Jnurnnl  was  next  in  order. 

The  SPEAKER  decided  ogainst'Mr.  CAMr- 
bell's  proposition. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  appealed  from  the  decision 
of  the  Speaker. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  observed  that  there  was 
another  important  question,  which  must  necessa- 
rily lead  to  further  debate.  He  therefore  thought 
it  best  to  postpone  tbe  matter  altogether,  and  take 
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op  Ui«  resolution  relating  to  the  rules  and  orders 
or  the  House.  He  moved  to  lay  the  subject  on 
the  tables  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  that  reso- 
lution. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  mored  to  lay  the  appeal  and 
the  whole  subject  collectively  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  wiUtdrew  his  appeal. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  now  submiiled  his  motion  to 
postpone  the  question,  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
up  the  resolution  in  relation  to  the  rules  and  orders 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  inquired  irthe question  un- 
der debate  was  not  a  privileged  question .' 

The  SPEAKER  was  not  distinctly  heard  by 
the  reporter,  but  was  understood  to  say  that  the 
motion  pending  was  nut  involved  in  the  question 
.  of  privilege. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  asked  if  the  motion  to  lay  on 
the  table  prevailed,  would  it  not  leave  the  paper 
which  formed  the  subject  of  controversy  still  on 
the  Journal  ? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  it  would. 

The  main  question  being  demanded,  it  was  de- 
cided that  it  should  be  put. 

So  the  proposition  to  strike  out  the  protest  from 
the  Journal  of  the  Hoqse  being  the  question,  and 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  called  for  and  ordered,  it 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  93,  nays  82; 
as  follows: 

TEAS— Henn.  Anderson,  Atkinson,  Belser,  Benton, 
Bidlsck,  Jame* A.  Black,  Blackwell,  Bossier,  Bower,  Bow- 
lin,  BOTd,  Jacob  Briok«rhoff,  Aaron  V.  Drown,  Burlte, 
Burt,  daldwell,  CatJin,  Augusiud  A.  Chapman,  Chappcll, 
Cliolon,  Cobb,  (3oIes,CilIloin,  Danif  I,  Jolin  W.  Davis,  Daw- 
son, Dean,  Dillingbmm,  Douglas,  Droiri);oole.  Duncan.  Dun- 
lap,  Ficklin,  French,  Byrain  Gn:en.  Hale,  Hamlin,  flaral- 
son,  Uerrick,  Hose,  Hopkins,  Hnu«ion,  Uubarrl,  llubbrll, 
HufibM,  Hungeriord,  Jameson,  Cave  Jolinsmt,  George  VV. 
Jooea,  Kennedy,  Presiun  King,  l.abninflie,  Leonard,  Lu- 
cas, Lompkin,  MeCaaslen,  Maclny,  McClernaud,  Mc- 
Coanell, McDowell,  McKay,  Mathews,  Moore,  Joseph  Mor- 
ris, Murphy,  Norris,  Payne,  Emery  D.  Pntter,Prall,  Purdy, 
Beding,  Retre,  Kilter,  Botiiison,  Kussell,  St.  Jnhi),Tlionins 
H.  Seymour,  Simons,  Simpson,  John  T.  Smith,  Thomas 
Smithj  Robert  Smith,  Steenrod,  Stetson,  John  Stewarl, 
euiea.  Stone,  Strong,  Taylor,  Thoiopson,  VVeilcr,  Went- 
worth,  Williatas,  and  yost— 82. 

NAYS  —  Messrs.  Adain:^.  Ashe,  Rarringer,  Barnard, 
Beanlsley,  James  Black,  Milum  Brown,  Jeremiah  Brown, 
BaAagtoo,  Campbell,  Cary,  Carroll,  Chilton,  Clingman, 
Collamer,  Cranston.  Garrett  Davis,  Richard  D.  Davis,  De- 
berry,  Dellet,  Dickey,  Dickinson,  Elmer,  Farlee.  FiKh, 
Florence,  Foot,  Giddnig.*,  Gilmer,  Willis  Green,  Grinncll, 
Grider,  Hardin,  Harper,  Henley,  Holmes,  Ilud»on,  Wasli- 
ingtoD  Hant,  James  B.  Hunt,  Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  Joseph 
K.  ln|enoll,  Jenks,  Perley  B.  Johnson,  Andrew  Jotinson, 
Daoiel  P.  King,  Kirkpatrick,  McClelland,  Mcllvaine,  £<l- 
ward  J.  Morris,  Moseley,  Nes, Newton,  Owen,  Parmeiiter, 
Patterson,  Peyton,  Phtenix,  Ramsay,  Rayiier,  Charles  M 
Beed,  David  S.  Reid,  Rogers,  Sample,  Sobenck,  Senler, 
Seveiance,  David  L.  Seymour,  Albert  Smiib,  Stephens, 
Andrew  Stewart,  Sykcs,  Thomaiwon,  Tilibaiis,  Tildeii, 
Tyler,  Vance,  Vanroeter,  Vinton,  White,  Wilkins,  Win- 
Uirop,  Wise,  Woodward,  William  Wright,  and  Joseph  A. 
Wrigtit— 83. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  now  moved  to  amend  the 
Journal,  by  inserting  a  resolution  which  he  for- 
warded to  the  Clerk  s  table,  where  it  was  read, 
as  follows: 

Retlved,  Thai  the  Journal  or  Monday,  the  4lh  of  De- 
cember, be  amended,  by  inserting  the  rollowing  re-.<otutinn, 
which  was  offered  by  Mr.  Campbell,  of  South  Carolina, 
imuMdiately  after  the  name  of  Mr.  Braai,  of  New  Hainp- 
akire,  bad  been  called,  and  which,  after  some  discussion, 
and  repeated  altempta  to  get  before  the  House  hy  general 
cooaent,  he  withdrew : 

"  lUmhti,  That  the  Representatives  elect  of  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  Slates,  now  assembled,  by  general  con- 
sent, will  proceed,  Ibrough  the  acting  Clerk,  to  call  the 
names  of  gentlemen  who:<e  right  to  seats  are  not  disputed 
for  want  of  compliance  wiUi  the  provisions  of  an  act  en- 
titled 'An  act  for  the  apportionment  of  Itepresciitatives 
among  the  several  Slates  according  to  the  sixth  census,' 
approved  June  35, 1843;  and  after  the  names  of  such  mem- 
bers elect  arc  calls  1,  and  a  quorum  is  formed,  and  before 
they  proceed  to  elect  a  Speaker,  or  other  otficer,  tlicy  shall 
hear  and  decide  upon  all  the  seats  of  said  gentlemen  in  Uie 
Rouse  of  Repreaenlativea,  under  tlie  Cnnstiiutinn  and  laws 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  laws  and  consUtuUous  of  the 
respective  Suites." 

Mr.  THOMPSON  objected  to  this  resolution, 
aa  not  being  in  order,  after  the  decision  just  made 
by  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER  sustained  the  objection. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  contended  that  it  was  a  new 
proposition,  and  in  order. 

The  SPEAKER  considered  it  substantially  not 
a  new  proposition. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  made  a  few  more  remarks 
in  support  of  his  view  that  it  was  a  new  propo- 
sition. 

The  Speaker's  decision,  however,  prevailed; 
and  the  resolution  was  not  entertained. 


LOUISVILLE  AND  PORTLAND  CANAL. 

Mr.  TIBBATTS  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tions: 

Jtoofced,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed 
to  communicate  to  the  House  of  Kepresenlaiives  all  ihe 
information  which  may  be  in  his  power  or  possession  reli\- 
tive  to  the  imposition  of  tolls,  and  Uie  annual  amounts  cot- 
Ucttd,  on  nil  sons  of  vessels,  cinply,  liglit,  or  heavily  laden, 
on  the  Louisville  nnd  Portland  canal,  from  the  opening  of 
tlie  same  to  the  present  time  ;  and  Ihe  general  expense  at- 
tending Itie  canal.  Al^o.  Ihe  annual  amount  of  diwidenda 
belonging  loilic  United  Stales.  Also,  the  nuuiher  of  shares 
held  in  said  ciinal  stock  by  the  United  Stales,  and  the 
amount  |iaid  upon  them.  Also,  the  number  of  vessels  of 
all  kinds  which  have  passed  through  the  said  canal  annually 
since  it  was  opened.  Also,  whether  llic  salt!  canal  is  com- 
pletely finishrd.  and  put  in  a  condition  to  pass  througli 
vessels  of  nil  elates  navigating  the  western  waters  in  the 
shortest  time  practicable. 

AsMlreif ,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed 
to  address  proper  queries  to  liie  surveyors  of  the  ports  at 
Cincinnnli,  Lnuisville,  and  St.  LouiH,  to  be'niiswered  by 
themselves  ;  niiil  also  to  be  commuiitcaled  to  the  steamboat 
captains  generally,  in  relation  to  the  elTcct  of  the  lolb  on 
the  said  canal,  and  the  amount  thereof,  on  Iheir  re>pecUvc 
vessels  fur  each  lime  they  pass  througl),  and  Ihe  aggregate 
amount  for  the  season,  or  i^year,  and  the  amount  of  the 
tolls  paid  to  Ihe  canal,  compared  wiili  ilie  proflis  cleared  by 
the  boat ;  with  an  estimate  of  the  amount  of  tolls  which  a 
regular  trader  of  a  given  tonnage  between  Cincinnati  or 
Louisville  and  St.  Louis  or  New  Orlcnna  would  pay  in  the 
numlicr  of  years  that  such  steamer  w^uld  last,  supposing 
her  to  continue  in  the  same  trade  as  long  as  lit  for  i^ervice ; 
also,  a  coniirarativc  estimate  of  such  agsn-gate  tolls,  with 
tile  original  cost  of  iho  vessel ;  nnd  a  further  conipnraiivc 
estimate  of  such  tolls,  with  the  other  expenses  incident  to 
the  running  of  the  Mennihoat. 

Resotceil,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  he  directed 
to  ascertain  whetlier  the  rights  of  private  corfioralors  in 
the  Louisville  and  Portland  Canal  Company  can  be  pur- 
chased hy  Ihe  Government  of  the  United  Sutes ;  and  if  so, 
at  what  cost  per  share.  Also,  whether  the  obstructions  to 
the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  river  at  Louisville  can  be  re. 
moved  hy  nii  impnivement  to  the  falls,  without  injury  to  tlie 
port  of  Loiiisvilla ;  and  if  so,  at  what  cost.  Also,  whether 
another  canal  is  pracLicaJ  at  the  falls  of  the  Ohio  on  the 
northern  bank;  andif  so,  at  what  cost  it  could  be  con- 
suucted.  * 

RULES  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

The  SPEAKER  observed  that  the  motion  to 
take  up  the  resolution  in  relation  to  the  tules  and 
orders  of  ihe  House  had  now  precedence  of  all 
other  business^ 

Mr.  TIBBATTS  did  not  then  press  bif  resolu- 
tions. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  and  Mr.  DROMGOOLE 
made  a  few  remarks  with  regard  to  a  moiion  of 
the  former  to  lake  up  the  resolution  in  relation  to 
the  rules  and  orders  of  the  House  not  being  neces- 
sary; when 

Tlic  Clerk  read  from  the  Journal  the  proceed- 
ins;8  of  Monday  in  relation  to  the  rules  and  orders 
of  ihe  House. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  moved  further  to  amend 
the  resolution  as  follows: 

ft  shall  not  be  in  order  for  any  memlier,  under  cover  of 
a  pro|H)sition  to  correct  the  Jonriinl,  to  move  to  spread  on 
the  Journal  any  paper  or  document  which  the  House  has 
previously  refused  to  receive  or  hear  read. 

When  motions  are  made  to  correct  or  amend  the  Jour- 
nal hy.  the  Insertion  of  papers  or  documents  therein,  if  the 
HoiLse  shall  not  deride  in  favor  of  the  prnposiiinii,  the  nr^t- 
(er  proposed  to  be  inserted  shall  not  he  spread  on  Uie  Jour- 
nal, noiwiUisianding  the  yeas  and  nays  may  be  entered  on 
the  JourniU. 

Mr.  CARROLL  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  this  amendment;  which  were  ordered. 

A  brief  debate  ensued  in  relation  to  the  right 
of  one  fifili  of  the  members  present  calling  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  to  insert  the  subject,  as  well  as  the' 
vote,  on  the  Journal;  in  which  Messrs.  HAM- 
LIN, DAVIS  of  Indiana.  WINTHROP,  DROM- 
GOOLE, and  BARNARD,  participated.    - 

Mr.  MURPHY  said  it  was  precisely  because 
he  felt  that  regard  for  the  Constitution  whiah  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  expressed,  that  he 
felt  bound  to  vote  for  the  proposition  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia.  As  he  understood  that 
instrument,  i(  required  that  each  House  of  Con- 
gress should  keep  a  Journal  of  its  actual  proceed- 
ings; and  that  the  yeas  and  nays  shall  be  ordered 
on  the  demand  of  one  fifth  of  the  members.  The 
proceedings  of  the  House  are  the  acts  of  the  ma- 
jority, not  of  the  minority.  The  minority  has  a 
right  to  demand  that  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
proceedings  of  the  majority  shall  be  inserted  on 
ihe  Journal.  The  actions  of  the  majority  alone 
are  to  be  recorded;  and  (except  only  the  demand 
of  the  minority  or  one  fifth  of  the  House  for  the 
yeas  and  nays)  the  actions  of  that  minority  are 
not  to  be  recorded.  The  Constiiution  does  not 
say  that  the  acts,  protests,  or  arguments  of  the 
minority  are  to  be  placed  on  the  Journal  with  the 


yeas  and  nays;  but  it  states  that  the  yeas  and 
nays  may  be  spread  upon  the  Journal.  Now,  he 
took  it,  that  there  was  a  wide  difTerence  between 
the  yeas  and  nays  and  the  question  itself.  What 
was  always  the  course  with  regard  even  to  bills 
passed  by  the  House?  Did  the  Journal  exhibit 
a  record  of  the  bills  themselves?  No;  it  merely 
recited  their  titles.  And  was  not  the  present  case 
one  of  that  nature?  The  minority  could  designate  ^ 
their  paper  by  its  title,  whether  as  a  protest  or 
other  document;  and  all  the  Constitution  would 
demand  would  be  the  record  of  yeas  and  nays  in 
reference  to  the  decision  as  to  that  paper.  He 
had  as  high  a  regard  for  the  Constitution  as  his 
colleague  possibly  could  have;  and  he  considered 
that  it  was  as  much  his  duty  to  see  that  nothing 
went  on  the  Journal  of  Ihe  House  but  what  ac- 
tually did  lake  place,  as  it  was  to  see  that  what  did 
take  place  was  duly  recorded.  He  therefore  con- 
sidered it  his  duty  to  see  that  the  Journal  was 
kept  free  from  the  actions  of  the  minority,  and 
that  nothing  but  the  actions  of  the  majority  should 
be  there  recorded. 

Mr.  WHITE  had  but  a  word  to  say  on  both 
of  the  propositions  cnniainrd  in  the  resolution  of 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia.  He  objected  to  the 
first,  because  of  its  language  and  uncertainty.  In 
t*  e  first  pisce,  it  presumed  that  there  were  mem- 
bers on  that  floor  that  would,  by  trick  or  strat- 
asem,  endeavor  lo  defeat  the  will  of  the  Hduse. 
He  canaidere d  this  as  an  imputation  on  the  honor 
of  members;  and  he  was,  ihereforc,  not  willing 
lo  have  it  inserted  in  the  rules. 

Again:  who  was  to  determine,  when  a  gentle- 
mnn  rose  and  made  a  proposition  to  the  House, 
that  he  was  doing  it  under  false  colors  ?  Was  the 
Chair  to  say  that  he  would  entertain  a  proposi- 
tion or  not,  according  to  his  judgment  of  the  mo- 
tives of  the  member  presenting  it?  If  this  rule 
should  be  adopted,  it  would  be  for  the  Chair  to 
decide  according  lo  his  judgment  of  the  motives 
of  the  members  who  submitted  motions  to  the 
House;  and  he  would  leave  it  toall  tusay  whether 
this  was  in  accordance  with  parliamentary  law. 

For  these  reasons,  he  objected  to  the  first  branch 
of  the  resolution;  but  he  placed  his  objections  to 
the  second  branch  on  higher  grounds.  He  ob- 
jected to  it,  that  it  was  subversive  of  the  Consti- 
tution iiself,  as  well  as  destructive  of  the  rights 
of  the  minority.  Tell  me  not  to  look  into  any 
rules  of  parliamentary  law  or  rules  of  the  House, 
when  you  come  in  conflict  with  the  Constitution. 
It  was  true  the  House  had  a  right  to  make  rules 
to  govern  itself,  and  to  be  guided  by  ihe  rules  of 
parliajnentary  law;  but  what  was  the  plain  infer- 
ence? Why,  that  neither  under  the  rules  of  the 
House,  nor  under  the  parliamentary  law,  can  it 
violate  the  Constitution.  Why  was  it  that  the 
yeas  and  nays  were  called  on  the  demand  of  one 
fifih  of  the  members  present,  but  in  obedience  to 
the  commands  of  the  Constitution?  The  very 
amendment  exiortfd  from  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  acknowledged  the  paramount  injunc- 
tions of  the  Constitution. 

The  gentleman  did  not  presume  to  say  that 
when  a  proposition  was  oflVred  to  the  House,  and 
Ihe  yeas  and  nays  ordered  on  it,  it  should  not  go 
on  the  Journal;  but  that  if  the  minority  offered  a 
proposition  which  was  not  received,  they  should 
not  get  it  on  the  Journal  by  calling  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  it;  which  was,  in  effect,  saying  that  the 
majority,  not  satisfied  with  voting  down  the  prop- 
osition, determined  that  it  was  to  be  obliterated 
from  the  Journal,  and  nothing  known  of  it  in  the 
country  but  by  parole  or  newspaper  testimony. 
Mr.  W.  then  referred  to  the  authoriiy  of  Mr. 
Jeffcrson  in  the  Manual,  to  the  effect  that  when 
the  yeas  and  nays  are  called  in  eiiher  House,  the 
proposition,  whether  decided  in  the  affirmative  or 
negative  should  be  slated  on  the  Journal. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  waa  somewhat  aston- 
ished that  gentlemen  did  not  draw  the  distinction 
in  the  parliamentary  law  referred  to, and  the  clause 
of  the  Constitution  which  the  gentleman  had 
quoted.  Now,  if  the  gentleman  fftm  Virginia, 
IMr.  Dromcoole,]  had,  in  any  part  of  his  reso- 
lution ,  slated ,  directly  or  indirectly ,  that  questions 
should  not  go  upon  the  Journal,  he  would  vole 
against  it.  But  the  resolution  slated  no  such 
thing.  For  his  part,  he  understood  the  Consti- 
tution as  it  was  written,  and  he  was  determined 
to  support  it  as  it  was;  but  it  did  not  say  that  all 
papers,  protests,  &c.,  no  matter  what  they  might 
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be,  should  go  upon  (he  Journal,  nnd  he  did  not 
feel  bound  to  include  ihcm.  The  object  of  the 
resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  was  in 
strict  accordance  with  the  Constitution — to  krep 
a  correct  Journal  of  the  proceedings,  and  not  to 
make  it  a  budsct  of  blunders.  It  did  not  con- 
template keepini;  qiicslioiis  nflffrom  the  Journal, 
but  to  keep  it  fren  from  questions  not  taken. 

In  the  case  before  the  House,  just  decided  on 
the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
the  question  was  whether  that  particular  paper, 
which  had  not  been  read  or  received  by  the  House, 
should  go  on  the  Journal.  That  question  was 
fairly  staled  on  the  Journal  by  the  decision  just 
made  by  the  House,  though  the  paper  itself  did 
not  go  there.  This,  however,  was  in  accordance 
with  the  uniform  practice  of  the  House;  for  there 
were  numberless  questions  staled  and  decidi'd  in 
which  the  papers  referred  to  were  not  copied  out. 
For  instance,  It  was  not  the  custom  to  spread  every 
bill,  memorial,  or  petition,  on  the  Journal,  though 
the  yeas  and  nays  on  questions  relating  to  them 
mignt  be  ordered  and  taken. 

Mr.  NEWTON  moved  that  the  Houseadjourn. 

The  motion  was  rejected. 

Mr.  NEWTON  considered  this  too  important 
a  question  to  bedisposed  of  without  deliberation; 
and  he  had,  therefore,  hoped  that  the  House 
would  have  adjourned.  The  question  was  not 
oiie  merely  of  convenience  to  the  business  of  the 
House;  but  it  involved  the  higher  considerations 
of  constitutional  law  nnd  the  rights  of  the  minor- 
ity in  that  House.  It  was  of  little  consequence 
to  (hose  holding  seats  there  how  it  was  decided; 
but  it  was  to  operate  in  all  future  times,  and  there- 
fore involved  consequences  more  important  and 
more  lasting.'  Mr.  li.  then  went  into  a  brief  ar- 
gument of  the  constitutional  question,  to  show 
that  it  was  imperative  on  the  majority  to  put  any 
proposition  in  the  Journal  that  the  minority  of- 
fered. He  denied  that  the  majority  had  a  right 
to  refuse  it;  and  contended  that  the  framers  of  the 
Constitution  inserted  this  particular  clause  to  en- 
able 'minorities  to  spread  their  views  before  the 
country.  As  to  the  absurdity  that  gentlemen 
■poke  of,  he  insisted  that  it  was  on  the  other  side; 
and  if  it  was  inconsistent  for  the  House,  at  one 
moment,  to  refase  to  receive  a  paper,  and  at  the 
next  to  have  it  inserted  on  the  Journal,  that 
inconsistency  was  commanded  by  the  Constitu- 
tion itself.  But  there  was  no  absurdity  and  no 
inconsistency  in  the  case;  for  a  majority  had  no 
right  to  say  that  a  paper  should  or  should  not  be 
recorded  on  the  Journal;  because  one  fifth  of  the 
members  presentordering  the  yeas  and  nay;  ren- 
dered it  imperative  on  the  House  to  place  it 
there. 

Mr.  HOLMES  said  it  appeared  to  him  that 
gentlemen  were  all  acting  under  a  mistake  in  op- 
posing this  resolution.  This  was  as  plain  a  ques- 
tion as  ever  could  be  presented.  He  granted  that 
Chey  could  not  keep  a  written  proposition  from 
the  Journal,  if  it  should  be  offered,  and  the  yeas 
and  nays  called  on  it  at  the  desire  of  one  fifth  of 
the  members  present;  but  he  understood  that 
the  resolution  before  them  referred  altogether  to 
amendments  of  the  Journal,  and  it  was  to  this 
effect:  that  if  a  gentleman  should  attempt,  by  a 
motion,  to  get  any  paper  on  it  that  was  not  in  the 
proceedings  of  the  day  before,  it  should  not  be 
the  fact  of  ordering  the  yeas  and  nays  that  would 
enable  him  to  do  it.  Here  was  a  case  in  which 
a  written  paper  was  refused  by  the  House;  and 
not  being,  therefore,  in  its  proceedings,  did  not 
appear  on  the  Journal;  but  the  next  morning  a 
member  moves  the  correction  of  the  Journal  by 
inserting  it;  and  contends  that,  by  the  call  ofthe 
yeas  and  nays,  he  can  get  it  inserted  there.  This, 
as  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  justly  observed, 
was  an  absurdity  that  should  be  guarded  against; 
and  for  that  reason  he  should  vote  for  the  res- 
olution. 

Mr.  HALE  observed,  that  as  gentlemen  on 
every  side  ofthe  House  seemed  disposed  to  give 
New  Hampshire  a  kick,  he  felt  himself  called  on 
to  give  his  views  on  the  subject.  In  the  few  re- 
marks he  made  the  other  day,  he  professed  an 
entire  ignorance  of  parliamentary  rules  and  pro- 
ceedings, but  observed,  at  the  same  time,  that  to 
his  utisophisticated  mind  it  appeared  that  comr 
mon  sense  dictated  that  the  House  should  have 
the  power  of  saying  what  should  and  what  should 
not  go  on  its  Journals.    Go  this  question  the 


Constitution  had  been  appealed  to  by  different 
gentlemen,  who  had  spoken  in  the  opposition, 
ahd  he  would  say  to  them  that  he  regarded  that 
sacred  instrument  as  much  as  any  gentleman  on 
the  flour;  and  it  was  because  he  thus  reverenced 
it,  and  did  not  look  upon  it  as  a  plastic  instru- 
ment to  be  shaped  to  suit  every  man's  purpose, 
that  he  should  vote  for  this  resolution.    The 

?ucstion  was.  that  this  House  should  keep  a 
ournal;  not  one  fifth  of  it,  but  the  whole  House. 
The  Constitution  required  that,  upon  the  demand 
of  one  fifth  of  the  members  present,  the  yeas  and 
nays  should  be  culled  and  entered  upon  the  Jour- 
nal. Then  let  them  have  it;  but  he  appealed  to 
the  good  sense  of  the  House  if  the  recording  of 
the  yeas  and  nays  on  questions  submitted,  in- 
volved also  the  obligation  of  spreading  on  the 
Journal  any  paper,  no  matter  how  foreign  to  the 
proceedings  of  the  House,  that  members  may 
wish  to  pluce  there?  He  remembered  that  since 
he  came  here,  a  proposition  wns  made  by  a  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  to  have  a  certain  num- 
ber of  copies  of  the  message  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States  printed  in  the  Dutch  language. 
Now,  according  to  the  doctrines  of  gentlemen,  if 
the  yeas  and  nays  had  been  called  on  this  prop- 
osition, the  Clerk  of  the  House  must  have  gone 
to  work  and  written  out  the  message  in  Dutch. 
So,  also,  a  motion  was  made  to  print  ten  thousand 
copies  of  the  President's  message,  and  his  friend 
from  Alabama,  [Mr.  BELtEit,]  who  seemed  to 
regard  it  with  peculiar  favor,  moved  to  amend  it 
by  printing  twenty  thousand.  Then,  according 
to  this  construction  of  the  constitutional  obliga- 
tion, the  whole  twenty  thousand  must  have  been 
written  out  if  the  yeas  and  nays  had  been  called. 
He  was  astonished  that  gentlemen  did  not  see  the 
absurdity  of  the  doctrines  they  were  attempting  to 
,r«rry  out.  Why,  the  Clerk  could  not  write  out 
a  thousandth  part  of  the  matter  that  a  minority 
would  thrust  in  if  tliis  principle  were  sanctioned. 
He  would  not  say  that  it  was  now  the  intention 
of  the  minority  to  retard  the  business  of  the 
House;  but  he  put  it  to  the  good  sense  of  mem- 
bers to  consider  the  obstacles  that  might  be 
thrown  in  the  way  of  the  business  of  the  country 
if  this  principle,  contended  for  by  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  was  suffered  to  prevail.  In  con- 
clusion, Mr.  H.  contended  for  iheadoption  ofthe 
resolution,  and  said  that  it  was  because  he  be- 
lieved that  it  contained  some  practical  good  sense 
for  practical  business  men  that  he  would  vote 
for  it. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WELLER,  the  House  ad- 
journed. 

IN  SENATE. 
ToKSOAT,  Decttnbtr  12,  1843. 

The  Journal  having  been  read, 

Mr.  BENTON  said:  Mr.  President,  I  rise  to 
make  to  the  Senate  the  formal  communication  of 
an  event  which  has  occurred  during  the  recess, 
.and  has  been  heard  by  all  with  the  deepest  regret. 
My  colleague  and  friend,  the  late  Senator  Linn, 
departed  this  life  on  Tuesday,  the  3d  day  of  Oc- 
tober last,  at  the  early  age  of  forty-eight  years, 
and  without  the  warnings  or  the  sufferings  which 
usually  precede  our  departure  from  this  world. 
He  laid  him  down  to  sleep,  and  aWoke  no  more. 
It  was  to  him  the  sleep  of  death!  and  the  only 
drop  of  consolation  in  this  sudden  and  calamitous 
visitation  was,  that  it  took  place  in  his  own  bouse, 
and  that  his  unconscious  remains  were  immedi- 
ately surrounded  by  his  family  and  friends,  and 
received  all  the  care  and  aid  which  love  and  skill 
could  give. 

I  discharge  a  mournful  duty,  Mr.  President  in 
bringing  this  deplorable  event  to  the  formal  notice 
ofthe  Senate;  in  offering  the  feeble.tributeof  my 
applause  to  the  many  virtues  of  my  deceased  col- 
league, and  in  asking  for  his  memory  the  last 
honors  which  the  respectand  affection  of  the  Sen- 
ate bestow  upon  the  name  of  a  deceased  brother. 

Lewis  Field  Link,  the  subject  of  this  annun- 
ciation, was  born  in  the  State  of  Kentucky,  in  the 
year  1795,  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Louis- 
ville. Hisgrandfather  was  Colonel  William  Linn, 
one  of  the  favorite  officers  of  General  George  Rod- 
gers  Clark,  and  well  known  for  his  courage  and 
enterprise  in  the  early  settlement  ofthe  great  West. 
At  the  age  of  eleven  he  had  fought  in  the  ranks 
of  men,  in  the  defense  of  a  station  in  Western 
Pennsylvania,  and  was  seen  to  deliver  a  deliber- 


ate and  effective  fire.  He  was  one  ofthe  first  to 
navigate  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  from  Pittsburg 
to  New  Orleans  and  back  again — a  daring^cliieve- 
mentwhich  himselfand  snmeothersaccomplished 
for  the  public  service,  and  amidst  every  species  of 
dangerin  the  year  177fi.»  He  was  killed  by  the  In- 
dians at  an  early  period;  leaving  a  family  of  young 
children,  of  whom  the  worthy  Colonel  VVilliam 
Pope  (father  of  Governor  Pope,  and  head  of  tho 
numerous  and  respectable  family  of  that  qnnie  in 
the  West)  bccan)c.the  guardinn.  The  father  of 
Senator  Likn  was  among  these  children;  and,  at 
an  early  age,  skating  upon  the  ice  near  Louisville, 
with  three  other  boys,  he  was  taken  prisoner  by 
the  Shawanee  Indians,  carried  off,  and  detained 
captive  for  three  years,  when  all  four  made  their 
escape  and  returned  home,  by  killing  their  guard, 
traversing  some  hundred  miles  of  wilderness,  and 
awimniing  the  Ohio  river.  The  mother  of  Sena- 
tor LixN  was  a  Pennsylvanian  by  birth;  her  maid- 
en name  Hunter;  born  at  Carlisle;  and  also  had 
heroic  blood  in  her  veins.  Tradition,  if  not  his- 
tory, preserves  the  recollection  of  lier  courage 
nnci  conduct  at  Fort  Jefferson,  at  the  Iron  Banks, 
in  1781,  when  the  Indians  attacked  and  were  re- 
pulsed from  that  post.  Women  and  boys  were 
men  in  those  days. 

The  failierof  Senator  Linn  died  young,  leaving 
this  son  but  eleven  years  of  age.  The  cares  of  an 
elder  brother  supplied  (as  far  as  such  a  loss  could 
be  supplied)  the  loss  of  a  father;  and  under  his 
auspices  the  education  of  the  orphan  was  eon- 
ducted.  He  was  intended  for  the  medical  pro- 
fession, nnd  received  his  education,  scholastic  and 
professional,  in  the  State  of  his  nstiviiy.  At  an 
early  age  he  was  qualified  for  the  practice  of  med- 
icine, and  commenced  it  in  the  then  Territory, 
now  State  of  Missouri;  and  was  immediately 
amongst  the  foremost  of  his  profession.  Intuitive 
sagacity  supplied  in  him  the  place  of  long  expe- 
rience; and  boundless  benevolence  conciliated 
universal  esteem.  To  all  his  patients  he  was  the 
same;  flying  with  alacrity  to  every  call,  attending 
upon  the  poor  and  humble  as  zealously  as  on  the 
rich  and  powerful,  on  the  stranger  as  readily  as 
on  the  neighbor,  discharging  to  all  the  duties  of 
nurse  and  friend  as  well  as  of  physician,  and 
wholly  regardless  of  his  own  interest,  or  even  of 
his  own  health,  in  his  zeal  to  serve  and  to  save 
others. 

The  highest  professional  honors  and  rewards 
were  before  him.  Though  commencing  on  a  pro- 
vincial theater,  there  was  not  a  capital  in  Europe 
or  America  in  which  he  would  not  have  attained 
the  front  rank  in  physic  or  surgery.  But  his  fel- 
low-citizens perceived  in  his  varicil  abilities  capa- 
city and  aptitude  for  service  in  a  different  walk. 
He  was  called  into  the  political  field  by  an  elec- 
tion to  the  Senate  of  his  adopted  State.  Thence 
he  was  called  to  the  performance  of  judicial  duties, 
by  a  Federal  appointnient  to  investigate  land  titles. 
1  hence  he  was  called  to  the  high  station  of  Sen- 
ator in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States — first 
by  an  executive  appointment,  then  by  three  suc- 
cessive almost  unanimous  elections.  The  last  of 
those  elections  he  received  but  one  year  ago,  and 
had  not  commenced  his  duties  under  it — had  not 


*  *<  The  next  efTort  at  this  pcrilona  navigation  wiu  made 
liy  Cnlonf  li  GiOsoi)  and  Linn,  (lie  latter  tlie  Kraudfatlifrof 
tti^  pn*!<cnt  Dr.  Linn.afSl.  L.oiitit,nnvv  in  tile  Senate  or  the 
TJiiitert  Suites  I'rnm  Misfoiiri.  These  gentlemen  descended 
the  Mississippi  in  1776,  Iram  PiiL<>burg  to  \ew  Orleans,  by 
the  orders  oC  Virginia,  it  is  presumed,  to  oblain  military 
stoius  tor  the  iroop.^  stationed  at  the  foriner  place.  So  ex- 
traordinary nn  ndveniure  inny  well  require  parliculsr  con- 
firmation to  Uie  mind  of  Uie  render  ;  and  it  can  be  furnihhed 
in  the  most  remarltable  manner.  John  SmitlK  now  or  lately 
or  Woodford  county,  in  this  Siatc,  was,  in  lj.6,  engof^vdia 
reconnoiiering  this  country,  in  company  witli  Jnmes  liar- 
rod,  so  eminently  distinguished  in  the  history  of  Kentueky 
ditficutties  nnd  dangers.  On  their  n-tuni,  the  companions 
separated — Ilarrod  to  go  to  Nortli  Carolina, %nd  Smith  to 
Peter's  creelt.  on  Uie  MoiKmaaliela.  VVIiilc  Uftveling  nu 
the  bank  of  the  Oliio.  Uie  l.-itter  discovered  Gibson  and 
parly  descending  it,  who  hailed  ^milh,  nnd  prevailed  on 
him  to  embark  in  Uiia.nue  ofthe  boldest  of  western  adven- 
tures. The  party  succeeded  in  the  object,  and  obtained  a 
supply  ofone  hundred  and  ftfly-six  kegsof  gunpowder  from 
New  Orleans,  which  Smilh  li'elpi  rt  to  carry  round  the  falU 
to  Uie  inoultl  of  Dear  Grass  creek,  in  the  spring  of  1777. 
Each  man  carried  three  kegs  along  the  portage,  one  at  a 
lime.  The  powder  was  delivered  at  Wlicchng  first,  and 
thence  conveyed  to  Piitsburg.  Independently  of  this  par- 
I  ticniarity  of  service,  solemnly  asserted  on  oath,  in  a  depo- 
'  sitioii  at  law,  by  a  respectable  party  in  the  tmnsacuon,  it 
[  was  frequently  mentioned  by  Colonel  Linn  in  his  lirellme, 
and  is  still  known  as  liis  information  in  the  family  left  by 
this  gallant  and  energetic  man."— Butler'i  History  of  Ken- 
lucky,  pages  135,  166. 
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Stt-nrn  in  under  the  certificate  which  alleated  it — 
when  a  suihlcn  and  -jiremalute  death  put  on  cnil 
In  hiR  canhly  career.  He  entered  this  body  in 
the  year  1:^33:  death  dissolved  hia  connection  with 
it  in  1843.'  For  ten  years  he  w»b  a  beloved  and 
distinguished  member  of  this  body;  and  surely  a 
noblernrafinercharacternevcradornrdlheCham- 
ber  of  the  American  Senate. 

He  was  my  friend;  but  I  speak  not  the  lanifuage 
of  friendship  when  I  speak  his  praise.  A  debt 
of  jui>iice  is  all  that  I  can  attempt  to  discharge: 
an  imperfect  copy  of  the  true  man  is  all  that  1  can 
atiempt  to  (lainl. 

A  sagacious  head, and  a  feeling  heart,  were  the 
great  characteristics  of  Dr.  Link.  He  had  a  judg- 
ment which  penetrated  both  men  and  things, and 
gave  him  near  and  clear  views  of  far  distant 
events.  He  saw  at  once  the  bearing — the  remote 
hearing — of  great  measures,  either  for  good  or 
for  evil;  and  brought  instantly  to  their  support 
or  opposition  the  logic  of  a  prompt  and  natural 
eloquence,  more  beautiful  in  its  delivery,  and 
more  cffeclive  in  its  application,  than  any  that 
art  can  bestow.  He  had  great  fertility  of  mind, 
and  was  himself  the  author  and  mover  of  many 
preat  measures — some  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole 
Union;  some  for  the  benefit  of  the  great  West; 
some  for  the  benefit  of  his  own  Stale;  many  for 
the  benefit  of  private  individuals.  The  pages  Sf 
our  legislative  history  will  bear  the  evidences  of 
these  meritorious  labors  to  a  remote  and  grateful 
posterity. 

Brilliant  as  were  the  qualities  of  his  head,  the 
qualities  of  his  heart  still  eclipse  them.  It  is  to 
the  heart  we  look  for  the  character  of  the  man; 
and  what  a  heart  had  Lewis  Linn  I  The  kindest, 
the  gentlest,  the  most  feeling,  and  the  most  gen- 
erous, that  ever  beat  in  the  bosom  of  bearded 
man  I  and  yet,  when  the  occasion  required  ii,  the 
bravest  and  the  most  daring  also.  He  never  be- 
held a  case  of  human  woe  without  melting  before 
it;  he  never  encountered  an  apparition  of  earthly 
danger  without  giving  it  defiance.  Where  is  t|ie 
friend, oreven  the  stranger,  in  danger,  or  distress, 
to  whose  succor  he  did  not  fly,  and  whose  sor- 
rowful or  perilous  case  he  did  not  make  his  own? 
When — where — was  he  ever  called  upon  for  a 
service  or  a  sacrifice,  and  rendered  not,  upnn.the 
instant,  the  one  or  the  other,  as  the  occasion  re- 
quired? 

The  senatorial  service  of  this  rare  man  fell 
upon  trying  times — high  party  times — when  ihe 
collisions  of  party  too  often  irobitiered  the  ardent 
feelings  of  generous  natures;  but  who  ever  knew 
bitterness  or  party  animosities  in  him  ?  He  was, 
indeed,  a  party  man — as  true  to  his  party  as  to 
his  friend  and  his  country;  but,  beyond  the  line 
of  duty  and  .of  principle — beyond  the  debate  and 
the  vote — he  knew  no  party,  and  saw  no  oppo- 
nent. Who  among  us  all,  even  after  the  fiercest 
debate,  ever  met  him  without  meeting  the  benig- 
nant smile  and  the  kind  salutation  ?  Who  of  us 
all  ever  needed  a  friend  without  finding  one  in 
him  ?  Who  of  us  all  was  ever  stretched  upon  the 
bed  of  sickness  without  fiiiding  him  at  iis  side? 
Who  of  us  all  ever  knew  of  a  personal  difficulty 
of  which  he  was  not,  as  far  as  possible,  the  kind 
composer? 

Such  was  Senator  Linn,  in  high  party  times, 
here  among  us.  And  what  he  was  here  among 
us,  he  was  everywhere  and  with  everybody.  At 
home  among  his  friends  and  neighbors;  on  Ihe 
high  road  among  casual  acquaintances;  in  for- 
eign lands  among  strangers;  in  all  and  in  every 
of  these  situations  he  was  the  same  thing.  He 
had  kindness  and  sympathy  for  every  human 
being;  and  the  whole  voyage  of  his  life  was  one 
continued  and  benign  circumnavigation  of  all  the 
virtues  which  adorn  and  exalt  the  character  of 
man,  PietjT,  chanty,  benevolence,  generosity, 
courage,  patriotism,  fidelity,  all  shone  conspicu- 
nusljr.  in  him,  and  might  extort  from  the  beholder 
the  impressive  interrogatory.  For  uAst  plan  was 
this  man  made  7  Was  it  for  the  Senate  or  the 
camp?  For  public  or  for  private  life  ?  For  the 
Imr  or  the  bench?  For  the  art  which  heals  the 
diseases  of  the  body  or  thai  which  cures  the  in- 
firmities of  the  State  ?  For  whii:h  of  all  these 
was  he  born?  and  the  answer  is,  for  all.  He 
was  boro  to  fill  the  largest  and  most  varied  circle 
of  human  excellence;  and  to  crown  all  these  ad- 
vantages, nature  had  given  him  what  the  great 
Lord  Bacon  calls  a  perpetual  letter  of  recom- 
mcjuLttion — a  coualenaace,  not  only  good,  but 


sweet  and  winning — radiant  with  the  virtues  of 
his  soul— captivating  universal  confidence;  and., 
8uch  as  no  stranger  could  behold— no  traveler, 
even  in  the  desert,  could  meet,  without  stopping 
to  reverence,  and  saying:  Here  isa  man  in  whose 
hands  I  could  deposit  life,  liberty,  fortune,  honor. 
.Mas!  that  so  much  excellence  should  have  per- 
ished so  soon  !  that  such  a  man  should  have  been 
snatched  away  at  the  early  age  of  forty-eight, 
and  while  all  bis  faculties  were  still  ripening  and 
developing  I 

In  the  life  and  character  of  such  a  man,  so  ex- 
uberant in  all  that  is  grand  and  beautiful  in  human 
nature,  it  is  difficult  to  particularize  excellences 
or  to  pick  out  any  one  quality,  or  circumstance, 
which  would  claiiq  preeminence  over  all  others. 
If  I  should  attempt  it,  I  should  point,  among  his 
measures  for  Ihe  benefit  of  the  whole  Union,  to 
the  Oregon  bill;  among  his  measures  for  the  ben- 
efit of  his  own  State,  to  the  acquisition  of  the 
Platte  country;  among  his  private  virtues,  to  the 
love  and  affection  which  he  bore  to  thulbrothtr — 
the  half-brother  only — who,  only  thirteen  years 
older  than  himself,  had  been  to  him  the  tenderest 
of  fathers.     For  twenty-nine  years  I  had  known 
the  depth  of  that  afTection,  and  never  saw  it  burn 
niO(e  brightly  than  in  our  last  interview,  only  ' 
three  weeks  before  his  death.     He  bad  just  trav-  | 
eled  a  thousand  miles  out  of  his  way  to  see  that  : 
brother;  and  his  name  was  still  the  dearest  theme  I 
of  his  conversation — a  conversation,  strange  to 
tell !  which  turned,  not  upon  the  empty  and  fleet-  | 
ing  subjects  of  the  day,  but  upon  things  solid  and  | 
eternal— upon  friendship,  and  upon  death,  and  I 
upon  the  duties  of  the  living  to  the  dead.    He  j 
spoke  of  two  friends  whom  it  was. natural  to  be-  | 
lieve  that  he  should  survive,  and  to  whose  mem- 
ories he  intended  to  pay  the  debt  of  friendship. 
Vain  calculation  !    Vain  impulsion  of  generosity 
and  friendship  !    One  of  these  two  friends  now 
discharges  that  mournful  deb(  to  him;  the  other 
[General  Jackson]  has  written  me  a  letter,  ex- 
pressing his  "deep  torrowfor  tlu  untimely  deatk  of 
our  friend,  Dr.  LiNN." 

Mr.  President  I  ofTer  the  following  resolutions: 

Rttoloed  unanimouabj.  That  the  memberfl  of  the  Senate, 
from  Nincere  de*ire  of  xhowiiig  every  mark  of  respect  due 
to  the  memory  of  the  Unn.  Lewis  F.  Linh,  deceaHiHi,  late 
a  tneniher  thereof,  will  go  into  inouriiiiig,  by  wearing  crape 
un  tlie  left  arm  for  thirty  dnyK. 

Rtsoletd  unanimoiuty,  Thnt,  aa  an  additional  marlc  of 
retpect  lor  tlie  memory  of  Uie  Hon.  Lswu  F.  Lias,  tlie 
Senate  do  now  jidjourn. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  I  rise,  Mr.  President, 
to  second  the  motion  of  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Missouri,  and  to  express  my  cordial  con- 
currence in  the  resolutions  he  has  offered. 

The  highest  tribute  of  our  respect  is  justly  due 
to  the  honored  name  and  memory  of  Senator 
Linn;  and  there  is  not  a  heart  here  that  does  not 
pay  it  freely  and  plenteously.  These  resolutions 
are  but  responsive  to  the  general  feeling  that  pre- 
vails throughout  the  land,  and  will  affo^  to  bis 
widow  and  his  orphans  the  consolatory  evidence 
that  their  country  shares  their  grief,  and  mourns 
fur  their  bereavement. 

I  am  very  sensible,  Mr,  President,  that  the  very 
appropriate,  interesting,  and  eloquent  remarks  of 
'the  Senator  from  Missouri  [Mr.  Benton]  have 
made  it  difficult  to  add  anything  that  will  not  im- 
pair Ihe  effect  of  what  he  has  said;  but  I  must 
beg  the  indulgence  of  the  Senate  for  a  few  mo- 
ments. ScnatorLiNN  was  by  birth  aKentuckian, 
and  my  countryman.  I  do  not  dispute  the  claims 
of  Missouri,  his  adopted  State;  but-I  wish  it  to 
be  remembered,  that  I  claim  for  Kentucky  the 
honor  of  his  nativity;  and  by  the  great  law  that 
regulates  such  precious  inheritances,  a  portion,  at 
least,  («f  his  fame  must  descend  to  his  native  land. 
It  is  the  just  ambition  and  right  of  Kentucky  to 
gather  together  the  bright  names  of  her  children, 
no  matter  in  what  lands  their  bodies  may  be  bu- 
ried ,  and  to  preserve  them  as  her  jewels  and  her 
crown.  The  name  of  Liitn  is  one  of  her  jewels; 
and  its  pure  and  unsullied  luster  shall  long  remain 
as  one  of  her  richest  ornaments. 

The  death  of  such  a  man  is  a  national  calamity- 
Long  a  distinguished  member  of  this  body,  be 
was  continually  rewarded  with  the  increasing 
confidence  of  tne  ^reat  State  he  so  honorably 
represented;  and  his  reputation  and  usefulness 
increased  at  every  step  of  his  progress. 

In  the  Senate  his  death  is  most  sensibly  felt. 
We  have  lost  a  colleague  and  friend,  whose  noble 
and  amiable  qualities  bound  us  to  him  as  witli 


"  hooks  of  steel."  Who  of  us  that  knew  him 
can  forget  his  open,  frank,  and  manly  bearing— 
that  smile,  that  seemed  to  be  the  pure,  warm  sun- 
shine of  the  heart,  and  the  thousand  courtesies 
and  kindnesses  that  gave  a  "daily  beauty  to  his 
life?"  .  ' 

He  possessed  a  high  order  of  intellect;  was  res* 
olute,  courageous,  and  ardent  in  all  his  pursuits. 
A  decided  party  man,  he  participated  largely  and 
conspicuously  in  the  business  of  the  Senate,  and 
th^confiicts  of  its  debates;  but  there  was  a  kind- 
liness and  benignity  about  him,  that,  like  pol- 
ished armor,  turned  aside  all  feeling  of  ill-will  or 
animosity.  He  had  political  opponents  in  the 
Senate,  but  not  one  enemy.  ^ 

The  good  and  g:enerous  qualities  of  our  nature 
were  blended  in  his  character; 

"  And  the  elements 
So  mixed  in  him,  thai  Nature  might  stand  up 
And  say  to  all  tlie  world,  TUi  mu  a  man." 

The  resolutions  were  then  adopted;  and  the 
Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
ToESDAT,  December  12,  1843. 

The  minutes  of  yesterday  were  read  br  the 
Clerk. 

STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

The  standing  committees  were  this  morning 
announced  as  follows: 

Of  Ways  snd  JIfeanf — Messrs,  McKay,  Lewis, 
J.  R.  Ingersoll,  Dromgoole,  Barnard,  D,  L,  Sey- 
mour, Weller,  Chappell,  and  Norris, 

Of  Clnmt — Messrs.  Vance,  T.  Smith,  Cobb, 
A.  Johnson,  Bowlin,  Strong,  Stephens,  Cling- 
roan,  and  Ramsey. 

On  Commeree—Messrs,  Holmes,  Donlap,Win- 
throp.  Phoenix,  P.  King,  Hale, Labrancbe,  C.  M. 
Reed,  and  McClelland. 

On  Public  Land*— Messrs,  J.  W.  Davis, Boyd, 
Collamer,  Hubard,  Houston,  Rayner,  Jameson, 
McClernand,  and  Patterson. 

On  the  Poet  Office  and  Poet  Read*— Mtnar*.  Hop- 
kins, Kennedy,  Grinncll,  Stiles,  Hardin,  Dana, 

D.  S.  Reid,  Relfe,  and  Jenks. 

For  the  DUtrictof  Colvmbia — Messrs.  Csmpbell, 
Kirkpatfick,  A.  Stewart,  W.  Green,  Q.  W. 
Jones,  Chilton,  Robinson,  McCauslen,  and 
Bower, 

On  the  Judiciary — Messrs,  Wilkins,  Saunders, 
French,  Dillingham,  Burt,  Vinton, Petti  t,  Dickey, 
and  Catlin. 

On  Retotutionary  CImmt — ^Messrs,  R,  D.  Da- 
vis, Arrington,  D.  P.  King,  Lucas,  Stone,  Stet- 
soni  Brodhead,  R.  Smith,  and  Senter.. 

On  Pui^Eipendituree — Messrs. Clinton,  Red- 
ing, Cranston,  A.  H.  Read,  Mathews,  Grider, 
Purdy,  Sykes,  and  P.  B.  Johnson, 

On  Private  Land  Claims — Messrs.  Cross,  Sli- 
dell,  Dellet,  J.  A.  Black.  W.  J.  Brown,  Cary, 

E.  R.  Potter,  Severance,  and  Rodgers. 

On  iAfan4(/°aclurc< — Messrs.  Adams,  Collamer, 
Belser,  Hudson,  Woodward,  Irvin,  Moseley, 
Lumpkin,  and  Cranston. 

On  .^^ricutlure — Messrs,  Deberry,  Anderson, 
Farlee,  St.  John,  J.  Brown,  B.  Green,  Hays, 
Henley,  and  Florence. 

On  Indian  ^ain — Messrs.  C.  Johnson, 
Thompson,  Foot,  J.  B,  Hunt,  Bidlack,  W.  Hunt, 
Benton,  Hughes,  and  Vanmeler. 

On  Military  ^ffain — Messrs.  Haralson,  Coles, 
Irvin,  Boyd,  McConnell,  Hardin,  Bossier,  Mc- 
Dowell, and  Fish, 

On  Militia — Messrs.  Dean,  J.  Stewart,  Mose- 
ley, Tibbatts,  Moore,  Foot,  Bower,  Hays,  and 
Frick. 

On  JAnal  J^ffmn — Messrs.  Wise,  Parmenter, 
Barringer,  Murphy,  Simpson,  Peyton,  T.  H. 
Seymour,  Atkinson,  and  Marsh, 

On  ForeigTi  JIffaxn — Messrs,  C.  J.  Ingersoll, 
Rhelt,  Beanlsley,  Gilmer,  White,  Dawson,  Sam- 
ple, Thomasson,  and  Williams. 

On  RnoluHonary  Pensions— Messrk.  Rathbun, 
Sleenrod,  Rodney,  Simons,  Hungerford,  Oid- 
dings,  J.  A.  Wright,  Hoge,  and  Nfcllvaine, 

On  roTi<ori«»— Messrs.  A,  V.  Brown,  Duncan, 
E.  J.  Morris,  Daniel,  Houston,  Tyler,  Tibbatts, 
Wentworth,  and  Milton  Brown. 

On  Invalid  Pensions— Metsra.  J.  BrinkerhoflT, 
Rusiell,  Ashe,  J.  Morris,  R.  Smith,  A.  Smith, 
Nes,  Cullom,  and  Tilden. 

On  Roads  and  Canob— Messrs.  Owen,  Steenrod, 
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White,  Maclay,  Reding,  Ficklin,   Dickinson, 
Carroll,  and  Frick. 

OnPattnts — Messrs.  Harper,  J.  Black,  Russell, 
J.  Stewart,  and  Severance. 

On  Public  Buildings  and  Grouiub— Messrs. 
Pratt,  Leonard,  Hudson,  W.  Wright,  and  Win- 
throp. 

On  Retisal  and  VnfiniAtd  Butineas — Messrs.  E. 
R.  Potter,  Hubbell,  Foster,  Buffiogton,  and  E. 
D.  Potter. 

On  ^eeounli— Messrs.  McDowell,  Taylqr, 
Herrick,  Wheaton,  and  Rodney. 

On  ^iko^e— Messrs.  Cobb,  Ritter,  P.  B.  John- 
son, Henley,  and  Farlee. 

On  .  Expendituret  in  the  State  Dtpartment — 
Mesjrs.  Rosers,  Blackwell,  J.  T.  Smith,'  W. 
Green,  and  W.  Wright. 

On  Expmditwrts  in  the  Treaeury  Deparlmenl — 
Messrs.  Caldwell,  Yost,  Tilden,  Anderson,  and 
Ashe. 

On  Expeniiiures  inthe  War  Deparlmenl — Messrs. 
Mcllvaine,  Kennedy,  Arrington,  Grider,  and  A. 
Johnson. 

On  Expendituret  in  Hie  Jfavy  Department — 
Messrs.  Dana,  Kirkpatrick,  Vanmeter,  Buffing- 
ton,  and  Senter. 

On  £zpendi<ure5  in  the  Poet  Office  Department — 
Messrs.  Harper,  D.S.Reid,T.  Smith,  J.  Brown, 
and  Nea. 

On  £zpendi/ures  on  the  PtMic  Buildings — 
Messrs.  D.  P.  King,  Dawson,  Taylor,  W.  Hunt, 
and  Ramsey. 

On  Me  Lihranf—^Meean.  Burke,  Marsh,  and 
Maclay. 

Oti  Rules — Messrs.  Wise,  Adams,  Dromzoole, 
Beardsley,  White,  C.  J.  Ingersoll,  J.  W.  Davis, 
Vinton,  and  R.  Chapman. 

Mr.  PAYNE,  who  was  appointed  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  asked 
to  be  excused  from  serving  in  that  cnpaci  ty'  on  that 
committee.  In  making  that  request,  he  bcfged 
leave  to  say  that  be  had  no  desire  to  avoid  any 
responsibility  in  relation  to  that  committee,  nor 
did  he  fear  the  labor  which  would  devolve  on  its 
chairman;  his  principal  reason  for  desiring  to  be 
excused  from  serving  was  that  he  knew  he  was 
physically  incapable  of  performing  tHe  duties  as- 
signed to  him.  He  trusted,  under  these  circum- 
stances, the  House  would  excuse  hira.  The  com- 
mittee, during  the  present  session,  would  have 
very  burdensome  duties;  and  he  felt  that  he  could 
not  discharge  them  satisfactorily. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore  (Mr.  Botd,  who 
occupied  the  place  of  Mr.  Jonss  who  on  all  oc- 
casions retires  from  the  chair  when  the  Commit- 
tee of  Elections  is  before  the  House)  put  the 
question,  and  Mr.  Patne  was  excused. 

AMENDMENT  OF  THE  JOURNAL. 

Mr.BARNARDnow  rose, and  moved  to  amend 
the  Journal  of  yesterday,  by  placing  thereon  the 
following: 

ReaoUed^  That  tlie  Jnurnnl  of  ynteriny,  in  that  Mrt 
which  relates  to  the  reftoluUnn  of  aniMiidinciit  (iITured  by 
Mr.  BERNARD  on  Tuesday  last,  the  5lli  iiislaiit,  the-  motinii 
of  Mr.  Gilmer  to  strike  out  a  iiari  nf  ihi;  rcsnliition,  and 
the  vote  by  yeas  and  n.iys  taken  yesterday  on  that  motion, 
be  amended,  «o  nji  to  otate  the  qur'titinn,  as  IuIIowa  : 

The  part  of  the  resoliitinn  of  Mr.  Barnard  proposed  to 
be  stricken  out  was  in  ttie  fullowingword-*.  iiaiiiety :  "And 
that  the  Journal  be  further  amended,  by  inserting  the  Ibl- 
lowing  paper,  as  tliat  otTered  to  be  read  to  wit:" 

[Here  follows  the  protest.  Sec  page  10,  Con- 
gressional Globe.] 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  rose  to  object  to  the  recep- 
tion of  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York.  It  would  be  seen  that  it  was  an  attempt  to 
spread  on  the  Journal  what  the  House,  over  and 
over  again, had  refused  to  insert  there.  Ilwas,per 
te,  disrespectful  to  the  House.  He  did  not  charge 
the  mover  of  it  with  any  intention  to  be  disrespect- 
ful; but  the  paper  itself  was  disrespectful,  under 
the  circumstances;  and  hence  he  objectcii  to  its 
reception  by  the  House. 

Mr.  BARNARD  said  he  was  fully  prepared  for 
such  a  movement  as  that  which  was  now  made 
by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia.  It  did  not  at  all 
surprise  him,  though  he  confessed  he  was  pained 
by  It.  He  was  only  surprised  that  such  a  move- 
ment had  not  been  made  when  he  first  offered  bis 
resoluti(>n  to  amend  the  Journal,  so  that  the  ma- 
jority might  have  suppressed  the  whole  matter  at 
once.  This  was  a  motion  to  amend  the  Journal 
of  the  House;  and  it  was  an  attempt  to  amend  the 
Journal  of  yesterday,  and  not  of  any  preceding 
day.    It  was  a  motion  which,  he  insisted,  was 


perfectly  respectful  in  its  terms,  inasmuch-  as  it 
fimply  proposed  to  amend  the  Journal,  so  that  it 
should  state  a  question  which  was  taken  yestert 
day  by  yeas  and  nays,  in  such  a  manner  as  tha- 
it  would  be  intelligible;  whereas,  as  the  Journal 
now  stands,  that  question  was  altogether  unintel- 
ligible. If  that  was  not  a  respectful  motion,  he 
did  not  know  what  was. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  remarked  that  he  had  not 
accused  thegentlcman  from  New  York  with  being 
desirous  to  be  disrespectful;  he  had  separated  the 
individual  from  the  paper  itself. 

Mr.  BARNARD  said  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia could  not  have  forgotten  the  debate  of  yes- 
terday on  this  subject.  He  knew  there  was  a  dif- 
ference pf  opinion  between  them,  but  he  stood 
upon  the  Constitution;  and  he  insisted  that  neither 
himself  nor  his  proposition  was  disrespectful  to 
the  House,  or  to  any  portion  of  it;  for  the  Con- 
stitution ?av^  to  him,  as  a  member  of  the  minor- 
ity of  the  House,  the  right  to  put  that  paper  on  the 
Journal  of  the  House. 

He  had  no  disposition  to  trouble  the  House 
with  this  matter  any  longer,  by  getting  up  a  fur- 
ther protracted  debate;  he  was  willing  to  submit 
the  matter  to  the  House.  He  had  learned  that 
the  Journal, as  it  stood,  was  unintelligible;  fort}ie 
Journal  of  Tuesday  did  not  record  truly  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  House  on  that  day,  nut  the  slight- 
est notice  bein'  taken  of  anything  in  his  resolu- 
tion beyond  that  part  which  appeared  on  the 
Journal.  It  was  not  stated  in  the  Journal  that  he 
offered  any  protest  whatever,  and  therefore  there 
was  nothing  to  refer  to,  to  make  the  Journal  in- 
telligible; and  what  he  insisted  upon  was  simply 
this:  that,  when  a  member  in  his  seat  presents  a 
resolution  to  the  House,  when  tliat  resolution  was 
received  by  this  body,  when  it  was  entertained 
and  discussed  and  voted  upon,  it  was  the  right  of 
the  minority  to  call  for  its  record  on  the  Journal; 
and  it  was  the  first  time  in  the  legislative  history 
of  the  country  that  it  had  been  refused. 

If  he  were  to  offer  a  resolution  to  this  body, 
drawn  up  in  his  own  way,  upon  any  subject  what- 
ever— upon  the  tariff,  the  currency,  internal  im- 
provement, or  anything  else — and  that  resolution 
should  be  received  by  the  House,  discussed,  and 
voted  upon,  would  it  ever  enter  into  the  head  of 
any  man  to  suppose  that  the  Journal  of  the  House 
would  bear  true  testimony  of  the  transaction  by 
stating  the  substance  of  the  resolution,  instead  of 
the  resolution  itself.'  He  would  venture  to  say, 
that  an  example  was  not  to  be  found  in  the  rec- 
ords of  legislation  where  a  written  resolution  had 
been  offered,  received,  and  voted  upon  byalegis- 
lative  body,  and  entered  upon  the  Journal  by  a 
mere  statement  of  its  contents,  instead  of  being 

E laced  there  at  length;  yet  this  was  what  the 
louse  now  proposed  to  do;  and  this  he  objected 
to,  as  being  a  most  dangerous  precedent,  and  as 
being  a  violation  of  the  Constitution  itself,  inss- 
much  as  it  was  provided  by  the  Constitution  that 
one  fifth  of  the  members  of  the  House  should  have 
the  power  of  demanding  a  record  of  the  yeas  and 
nays  upon  any  question. 

But  he  had  not  the  slightest  disposition  to  press 
this  matter;  if  the  House  was  prepared  to  dis- 
pose of  the  question  upon  the  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  he  was  perfectly  content. 
But  as  to  the  question  of  the  reception  of  a  paper^ 
he  would  ask  what  was  meant  by  reception,  in 
its  ordinary,  application?  If  a  member  of  the 
House  should  rise  in  his  place  and  offer  a  paper 
that  was  offensive,  it  would  be  very  proper  that 
the  House  should  refuse  to  receive  it;  or  if  a 

■member  of  that  body  should  rise  in  his  place, 
and  present  a  resolution  for  the  consideration  of 
the  House  which,  on  hearing  it  read,  mcgibers 
might  think  objectionable,  as  being  likely  to 
throw  the  House  into  confusion>  it  would  be  very 
proper  to  meet  such  a  resolution  with  a  question 
as  to  its  reception.  But  here  was  a  simple  propo- 
sition to  amend  the  Journals  of  the  House — a 
proposition,  he  contended,  in  no  way  disrespcct- 

,  ful  to  the  House;  and  this  proposition  was  met 
by  a  question  of  reception.  He  repeated,  if  a 
majority  of  the  House  were  ready  to  dispose  of 
the  mstter  upon  a  qiiestion  of  reception,  he  was 
perfectly  content.  He  did  not  mean  to  press  the 
matter,  as  he  had  said  before.  If  the  House 
were  now  to  admit  the  resolution,  lie  did  not  de- 
sire to  say  one  word  more  about  it;  he  wanted 
merely  to  give  the  House  one  more  opportunity 
to  accord  to  the  minority  their  constitutional 


rights.  That  was  his  object,  and  his  sole  object; 
and  in  calling  for  the  reading  of  the  Journal  aa 
he  had  done,  he  desired  to  exhibit  to  the  House 
its  mutilated  condition. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  said,  in  order  that  gentle- 
men who  ssemed  so  desirous  of  recording  the 
yeas  and  nays  might  have  an  opportunity  of  doing 
so,  he  would  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  this 
very  motion.  He  had  made  this  question,  be- 
cause he  did  regard  it  as  disrespectful  to  the 
House  for  any  member  to  attempt  to  put  upon 
the  records  of  the  House  a  pap«r,  while  it  had 
been  decided  by  the  House,  over  snd  over  again, 
that  it  was  improper  for  it  to  go  there.  He  re- 
peated, it  was  disrespectful  to  the  House;  but  he 
acquitted  the  mover  of  any  inteVitinn  to  offer  a 
disrespect.  The  gentleman  now  disclaimed  all 
intention  to  press  the  matter,  though  for  more 
than  a  week  past,  he  had  been  most  persevering 
in  his  attempts  to  force  the  paper  upon  the  Jour- 
nals of  the  House. 

He  had  voted  yesterday,  and  he  would  con- 
tinue 80  to  vote  until  doomsday,  notwithstanding 
the  clamor  which  gentlemen  were  making;  and 
to  protest  against  the  doctrine  that  the  minority 
should  govern,  and  that  the  House  had  no  right 
to  instruct  their  Clerk  in  the  performance  of  his 
duty.  The  Clerk  was  but  the  agent  of  the  House 
in^aking  up  the  Journal  which  the  House  was 
bound  to  keep. 

But  there  was  another  ground  upon  which  he 
rested  an  objection;  he  objerted  not  only  because 
it  was  disrespectful  to  the  House,  but  because  it 
was  a  violation  of  the  Constitution,  which  the 
gentleman  professed  so  much  to  venerate.  It  had 
been  decided,  both  in  that  House  and  in  the  Sen- 
ate, that  no  member  or  set  of  members  have  the 
right  to  spread  a  paper  upon  the  Journals  con- 
trary to  the  will  of  the  majority — a  decision  which 
had  at  first  struck  him  as  being  improper,  but 
reflection  had  convinced  him  that  it  was  salutary 
and  proper.  They  had  heard  a  great  deal  about 
the  framers-  of  the  Constitution  knowing  what 
they  were  about.  He  believed  they  did  know 
very  well  the  full  effect  and  meaning  of  that  in- 
strument; but  from  what  he  had  heard  from  gen- 
tlemen in  that  House,  he  was  very  much  inclined 
to  doubt  whether  those  who  succeeded  the  framers 
of  the  Constitution  knew  what  their  meaning  and 
intention  was.  He  recollected  beiag  at  the  other 
end  of  the  Capitol  when  a  debate  was  going  on 
upona  motion  toexpunge;and  a  Senator  (one  who 
was  held  in  very  great  veneration  by  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  and  towhoni  the  terra  "god- 
like" was  sometimes  applied)  stated  in  his  place 
that  he  desired  to  read  a  paper  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  Senate,  in  regard  to  the  sentiments  of 
himself  and  his  colleagues  upon  a  certain  ques- 
tion, inasmuch  aa  he  could  not  obtain  permission 
to  place  it  upon  the  Journals,  and  no  further  at- 
tempt was  made  by  <*  the  god-like"  to  force  the 
paper  upon  the  Journal.  This  was  the  course 
which  he  would  recommend  to  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  who  was  so  persevering  in  his 
efforts  to  accomplish  his  darling  object  of  placing 
upon  the  Journal  of  the  House  a  protest,  signed 
by  himself  and  forty-nine  other  members. 
'  He  had  no  sort  of  objection  that  the  protest 
should  be  put  upon  the  Journal,  in  the  newspa- 

{>ers,  or  anywhere  else.  If  he  had  exerted  all  the 
itfle  powers  of  ingenuity  which  he  possessed  to 
catch  his  adversaries  in  an  unfavorable  position 
before  the  public,  he  could  never  have  devised  a 
better  than  the  gentlemen  had  themselves  chalked 
out.  What  had  they  done .'  They  had  come  there 
and  attempted,  under  the  pretext  of  amending  the 
Journal,  to  spread  upon  it  a  protest,  contrary  to 
the  decision  of  both  branches  of  Congress.  And 
they  had,  moreover,  taken  upon  themselves  to  de- 
cide, beforehand,  upon  a  case  which  must  come 
before  that  body  for  adjudication.  That  House 
would  be  called  upon  to  decide  upon  the  constitu- 
tionality of  conflicting  enactments.  The  House 
must,  of  necessity,  decide  the  question  whether 
an  act  of  the  last  Congress,  which  received  the 
sanction  of  both  brant^es,  and  was  approvod  in 
a  most  extraordinary  manner  by  the  Executive, 
be  constitutional  or  otherwise  —  presenting  the 
strange  position  of  one  House  being  called  on  to 
be  the  judges  as  to  whether  an  act  of  Congress  is 
constitutional. 

There  was,  in  his  opinion,  no  sort  of  injustice 
in  preventing  these  gentlemen  from  spreading  their 
protest  before  the  public  through  the  Journals  of 
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that  House.    There  was  no  injustice;  there  was  j| 
no  fear  of  (loins;  these  genllemeii  injustice.    There   i 
was  no  necessity  to  accede  to  their  request  through   | 
fear  of  doing  them  injustice.    The  report,  when  ,1 
made  by  the  cominitiee  upon  this  subject,  would  i 
probably  be  met  by  a  minority  report.    When  the  \ 
question  came  before  the  House,  gentlemen  might  i 
come  forward  with  their  arguments,  and  record  i 
their  votes  upon  the  Journal.    The  very  provis-  ' 
ion  of  the  Constitution  about  which  they  were 
making  such  a  clamor,  furnished,  in  fact,  a  sub- 
stitute for  the  recording  of  protests  upon  the  Jour- 
nal.    It  was  foreseen,  he  had  no  doubt,  by  the  I 
fmmers  of  rhe  Constitution,  that,  to  give  the  right  i 
of  inserting  n  protest  upon  the  Journal,  would  be  | 
eivinglo  an  individual  memberihe  right  to  spread  i 
his  arguments  upon  the  Journal.    To  avoid  this 
difficulty,  the  power  was  given  to  one  fifth  of  the 
members  to  demand  the  yeas  and  nays;  and  that  i 
was  the  only  protest  which  w.-ta  now  known  to  { 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  Slates.     In  view  i 
of  the  constitutional  question,  and  of  the  fact  that  I 
this  House  had  already  decided  that  the  paper 
should  not  go  upon  the  Journal,  he  hoped  the  | 
House  would  at  once  nip  the  project  in  the  bud.  | 
He  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  his  motion.  | 

Mr.  J.  R.  liSGERSOLL  said  he  was  very  re- 
luctant to  say  a  word  upon  the  subject,  feeling 
altogether  indiflerent  whether  the  protest  were 
entered  upon  the  Journal  of  the  House  or  not. 
So  much  had  been  said,  however,  that  he  fuitdis- 
nosed  to  add  a  few  very  brief  remarks.  That 
House,  at  some  time  or  other,  would  be  called 
upon  to  adjudicate  this  question,  which  it  was 
now  proposed  in  aom;  degree  loprejudicate.  The 
Constitution  had  given  to  the  House  power  and 
authority  to  judge  of  the  election,  returns,  and 
qualifications  of  its  own  members.  It  would  be 
Uierefore,  not  only  the  right,  but  the  special  duty 
of  that  House  to  consider  the  matter  when  brought 
before  it  in  its  judicial  capacity.  The  judicial 
functions  of  that  House  consisted  not  only  in  the 
application  of  existing  law  to  particular  cases, 
l)ut,  overstepping  the  bounds  assigm-d  to  a  mere 
expounder  of  the  laws  upon  the  statute-book, 
they  supplied  all  deficiencies  by  creating  rules  to 
suit  all  emergencies.  By  an  act  of  that  House, 
relief  wasgranted  to  particularinijividuals.  Whyf 
Because  there  was  no  general  law  applying  to 
those  individuals. 

Mr.  OWEN.     I  confess  my  surprise  at  the 
course  that  has  been  taken,  and  the  denunciations 
that  have  been  made  by  the  minority  during  the 
debate  on  the  present  question.     The  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  J.  R.  Incersoll]  claims 
for  Ilia  party  that  they  have  said  no  hard  things 
of  us.      I  must  differ  from  him..   They  bring 
against  us  accusations  of  no  ordinary  character. 
They  declare  that  we,  in  that  wantonness  of  power 
(in  which  I  admit  that  successful  majorities  are 
too  prone  to  indulge)  have  tyrannized  over  the  mi- 
nority.   They  say,  that  not  content  with  voting 
down  the  proposals  of  the  minority,  we  are  not 
even  willing  the  country  should  be   informed  i 
through  the  Journals  what  it  is  they  propose,  i 
what  IS  it  we  vote  down.    They  go  further  yet.  i 
They  add,  that  by  our  arbitrary  acta,  we  tear  up  I 
the  Constitution  by  the  roots;  piling,  as  we  pro- 
ceed, one  act  of  nullification  on  another. 

These  are  grave  charges.  The  right  of  the  mi- 
nority is  a  holy  thing;  the  Consti4ution  isa  sacred 
one.  If,  in  very  deed,  cither  directly  or  indirect- 
ly, by  any  act  or  implication,  we  violate  the  one, 
or  trample  on  the  other,  n<t  terms  of  reprehension 
are  too  strong  to  stigmatize  our  conduct.  If,  in 
support  of  su'ch  a  charge,  substantial  proof  could 
be  brought  against  the  majority,  wholly  unwor- 
thy would  that  majority  be  of  its  place  ond  its 
power  on  this  floor. 

I  will  not  stop  here  to  inquire  whether,  even 
then — if  we  did  press  unscrupulously  upon  the 
rights  of  the  minority — whether,  in  that  case,  the 
denunciation  would  come  with  a  good  grace  from  ' 
the  minority  who  complain  of  us.  I  will  not  .re- ' 
mind  these  gentlemen  how  they — a  minority  now, 
a  majority  once—acted  towards  us.  I  will  not 
call  up  the  memory  of  the  instruments  of  parlia- 
mentary torture  once  employed  by  them,  and,  but 
a  few  days  since,  on  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
before  me,  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wisb,]  broken 
tip  and  thrown  from  us,  even  as  men  penetrated 
to  the  dungeons  of  that  atrocious  tribunal,  the 
inquisition,  (when  civilization  was  sweeping  it 
away,)  and  broke  up  and  scattered  to  the  winds 


of  heaven  its  horrible  instruments,  constructed  to 
torture  the  body — not,  like  those  we  destroyed, 
the  mind.  From  such  retort  os  that  I  will  abstain. 
I  will  not  even  say  to  that  minority — yet  might  I 
not, sir,  most  aptly  use  the  words? — "  He  that  is 
without  blame  among  ye,  let  him  cast  the  first 
stone."  I  take  other  ground  than  that.  Theerrora 
of  others  are  no  apology  for  our  own.  That  they, 
when  the  power  was  with  them,  unfairly  treated 
us,  is  no  justification  of  our  course,  rhould  we, 
imitating  a  bad  example,  unfairly  treat  them.  We 
propose  to  ourselves— may  1  not  in  this  speak  in 
the  name  of  the  majority  ? — a  higher  standard  of 
political  morality  than  theirs.  If  we  do  wrong, 
(it  matters  not  after  what  example,)  as  wrong- 
doers let  us  be  judged;  as  wrong-doers  let  us  oe 
condemned. 

But,  air,  I  deny  that  we  have  done  wrong.  I 
deny  that  we  have,ridden  over  a  single  minority 
right;  that  we  have  violated  one.parjiamentarjr 
law — usa^e  even— in  pursuit  of  a  sinister  object. 
I  utterly  deny  that  we  have  refused  to  the  mmor- 
ity  any  right  of  record  to  which,  either  by  parlia- 
mentary practice  or  by  thedictatesof  natural  jus- 
lice  and  common  sense,  they  are  entitled. 

In  support  of  this  position,  permit  me  to  re- 
view— very  briefly  it  shall  be;  I  know  the  House 
is  wearied  out  on  this,  subject — briefly  allow  mc 
to  place  in  review  before  the  House  the  facts 
connected  with  this  much  vexed  question. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr  Bar- 
nard,] on  the  first  day  of  the  sesjiiun,  offers  4o 
read  to  the  House,  not  yet  organized,  a  certain 
paper.  The  House,  on  motion,  refuses  to  hear 
that  paper  read.  The  Journal,  on  the  gentleman's 
own  motion,  amended  by  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia on  my  left,  [Mr.  Gilmer,]  is  made  to  show 
these  facts.  This  has  been  done  almost  by  com- 
,mon  consent.  The  Journal  seta  fofth  that  a  cer- 
tain paper  was  offered  by  the  gentleman  to  be 
read,  and  was  refused.  But  now,  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  cAmplaining,.mnves  next  morn- 
ing an  amendment,  to  theeffuci  that  he  [Mr.  Bar- 
hard)  asked  leave  to  read  the  following  paper, 
to  wit:  and  here  the  paper  itself  is  rehearsed  in 
terms  following:  '>The  i^ll  of  Representatives 
elected,"  &c.,  and  so  on,  giving  the  entire  docu- 
ment. To  this  the  majority  demurs.  I  demur  to  it. 
I  say  tliai,  in  point  of  fact,  I  never  did  refuse,  by 
my  vote,  to  have  read  that  special  paper,  so-pro- 
posed to  be  spread  out,  knowing  its  contents.  I 
refused,  and  the  majority  refused,  to  have  read 
any  paper.  Had  the  paper  been  wholly  dilTerent 
— had  it  not  contained  one  single  word  which  in 
fact  it  does  contain — still  we  should  have  voted 
against  its  reading.  It  was  not,  then,  against  the 
reading  of  these  specific  words,  thus  urgently 
sought  to  be  set  forth,  that  we  voted.  If  the 
Journal  says  it  was,  it  says  that  which  is  sub- 
stantially not  true.  We  voted  against  the  reading 
of  a  ceriaiii  paper.  That  was  what  we  did;  and 
it  was  all  we  ilid.  When  the  Journal  declares 
this — and  it  does  now  declare  it — it  declares  the 
truth  and  the  whole  truth.  And,  sir,  if  it  is  to 
contain  nothing  but  the  truth,  it  must  not  declare, 
as  the  gentleman  from  New  York  would  have  it 
do,  that  we  refused  to  read  a  paper,  in  terms  and 
language  expressly  set  forth.  This  would  be 
false  history.  We  did  not  do  it;  and  the  Journal 
is  historically  false,  if,  either  directly  or  by  infer- 
ence, it  says  .we  did  it. 

The  gentleman  from  Ne#  York  [Mr.  Bar- 
nard] charges  that  there  is  a  disposition  in  the 
House  to  suppress  this  matter.  Where  is  the  evi- 
dence— the  shadow,  the  least  color  of  evidence — 
to  sustain  that  charge  ?  Did  not  the  gentleman  on 
my  left,  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Gilmer,]  yesterday 
propose  to  the  gentleman  from  New  York  that, 
if  he  would  withdraw  his  various  proposals  to 
amend,  and,  coming  in  with  his  protest  at  the 
main  and  regular  and  honestentrance,  would  ask 
in  a  straightforward  manner  to  have  that  protest 
spread  on  the  Journals,  we  would  all  cheerfully 
consent  to  its  admission  i  And  did  not  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,  with  singularpertinaciiy, 
refuse  this  most  reasonable  proposition  ?  He  must 
i  have  it  in  his  own  way,  or  not  at  all.  He  asks 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  wliat  impalpable 
scruples,  what  abstractions,  prevent  him  from  ad- 
mitting the  protest  on  a  motion  to  amend  >  What 
scruples?  Why,  a  most  legitimate  and  most 
proper  scruple  ?  Our  Journal  is  historically  true; 
and  we  scruple  at  the  request  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  to  make  it  historically  false. 


That  is  the  nature  of  our  scruple.  We  cannot, 
to  please  the  gentleman,  say,  by  ourvotes,  what 
is  untrue,  and  what  we  know  to  be  so.  We  will 
not,  by  our  voles,  declare  to  the  country — for  such 
is,  in  effect,  what  he  asks  of  us — that  you,  sir,  in 
directing  how  the  Journal  of  our  first  day's  pro- 
ceedings should  be  made  up,  falsified  the  record; 
while  we  see  and  know  that  it  was  most  fairly 
and  fully  and  accurately  made  up. 

But  the  gentleman  from  New  York  has  another 
complaint.  "  It  is  the  first  time,"  says  he,  "  in 
the  annals  of  legislation  in  this  country,  that  a 
resolution  was  entered  on  the  Journals,  giving 
the  substance  of  a  paper  referred  to  in  the  reso- 
lution, instead  of  the  paper  itself."  .  In  debating 
with  the  gentleman  from  New  York  a  question 
involving  parliamentary  precedents,  I  speak  with 
diffidence.  I  am  a  youn^  member,  little  expe- 
rienced in  these  technicaliues;  and  in  reply  to  one 
older  and  more  experienced  in  legislation,  I  feel 
that  modesty  is  becoming.  Yet  I  will  venture  to 
ask  the  gentleman  from  .New  York  a  plain  ques- 
tion; 1  put  a  case.  Suppose  I  had  asked  leave  of 
the  House  to  introduce  a  bill;  that  on  the  ques- 
tion of  leave,  I  had  obtained  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  that  leave  had  been  refused;  the  entry  on  the 
Journal  would  be,  that  Mr.  Owen  had  asked  leave 
to  introduce  a  bill  entitled  so  and  so— giving  its 
title  only;  not  even  the  substance,  the  mere  rfeny- 
natian  of  the  bill — and  leave  had  been  refused. 
Suppose,  then,  that  next  morning  I  moved  to 
amend  the  Journal,  so  as  to  show  that  Mr.  Owen 
asked  leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  couched  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit:  and  then  proceeded  to 
recite  my  bill,  from  the  first  clause  to  the  last; 
and  suppose  that  the  House  (as  it  surely  would) 
should  refuse  to  permit  me,  by  this  maneuver,  to 
spread  my  rejected  billon  its  Journal — then  comes 
the  question  I  desire  to  ask  the  gentleman  from 
New  York — I  ask  him  whether  Ishould  be  jus- 
tified in  bringing  up  complaint  and  denunciation 
against  the  majority  for  so  doing?  Should  I  have 
a  just  right  to  charge  against  them  that  they 
trampled  on  the  rights  of  the  minority;  that  they 
sought  to  pluck  up  the  Constitution  by  the  roots; 
that  th^y  endeavored  to  falsify  the  Journals,  and 
deceive  the  public?  Would  he,  as  one  of  that 
majority,  tamely  sit  still  and  suffer  such  denun- 
ciations?' 

I,  at  least,  am  not  willing  to  submit  to  this. 
With  the  consciousness  in  my  own  breast  that  I 
have  aided  in  oppressing  no  minority;  that  I  have 
scrupulously  respected  the  constitutional  rights 
of  our  opponents,  granting  to  them  every  the 
smallest  privilege  to  which,  by  law,  by  usage, 
by  the  dictates  of  justice,  by  the  suggestions  of 
common  sense,  they  were  entitled, — 1  cannot  sit 
patiently  under  imputations  which  I  know  to  be 
unfounded,  and  feel  to  be  unjust. 

In  conclusion,  sir,  permit  me  to  say  to  the  mi- 
nority in  this  House  a  word  of  which  time  may' 
frove  the  sincerity.  They  will  ever  find  rae  (ana, 
will  venture  to  add,  from  the  spirit  I  see  evinced, 
a  majority  of  this  House)  disposed  scrupulously 
to  regard  their  rights— scrupulously  to  abstain 
from  encroaching  on  them.  I  know  6y  expe- 
rience what  it  is  to  be  in  a  minority.  I  was  in'a 
minority  for  three  successive  years,  in  the  Le-' 
gislature  of  the  State  from  which  I  come.  I 
cordially  sympathize  with  those  in  that  unfortu- 
nate predicament.  May  I  not  ask  them,  in  return, 
to  deal  fairly  by  us;  and,  seeing  that  we  have 
granted,  and  are  still  disposed  to  grant,  to  them, 
without  stint  or  equivocation,  all  that  the  law, 
usage,  and  the  Constitution  secure  to  them,  that 
they  will  refrain  from  a  reiteration  of  the  charge 
that  we,  the  powerful  majority,  trample,  with 
reckless  feel,  on  the  rights  of  the  minority? 

Mr.  COLLAMER  next  obtained  the  floor. 

DEATH  OF  SENATOR  LINN. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  by 
Mr.  DicKiNs,  announcing  the  death  of  Hon.  Lew- 
is P.  Linn,  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Missouri, 
and  that  the  Senate  had  adopted  the  usual  tribute 
of  respect  for  his  memory^of  going  into  mourn- 
ing by  wearing  crape  on  the  lefl  arm  for  thirty 
days. 

Mr.  BOWLIN.  I  rise  with  no  ordinary  emo- 
tions—occasioned, partially,  by  the  novelty  of 
my  own  position;  but  more,  much  more,  by  the 
recollection  of  the  painful  and  melancholy  event 
which  now  demands  the 'tribute  of  our  grief.  It 
is,  indeed,  a  painful,  a  most  painful  event  to  me; 
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and  one  calculateil,  from  its  associations,  to 
apread  the  gloom  of  melancholy  over  the  councils 
now  assembled.  We  have  convened  here  for  the 
discharge  of  our  public  duties,  and  we  look 
around  us  in  vain  for  all  those  companions  in 
our  labors  whom  we  were  wont  to  have  met. 
The  hand  of  Death,  inexorable  Drath,  has  been 
amongst  us.  In  the  other  end  of  the  Capitol  a 
seat  is  vacated— ah !  vacaieiis  and  that  forever. 
The  heart  of  its  occupant,  which  in  life  ever  beat 
responsive  to  the  calls  of  charity  and  humanitjr, 
now  beats  no  more;  and  the  tongue  whose  patri- 
otic eloquence  has  charmed  the  Senate  is  now 
stilled  by  the  dull,  cold  hand  of  Death. 

The  Hod.  Lewis  F.  Linn,  lale  Senator  from 
Missouri,  as  announced  by  the  resolutions  on 
your  table,  is  no  more.  He  died  suddenly  at  his 
residence  at  St.  Genevieve,  on  the  3d  day  of  Oc- 
tober last,  just  as  he  was  preparing  to  leave  for 
this  the  field  of  his  distinguished  labors.  The 
manner  of  his  death  was  peculiarly  afflicting  to  Ills 
friends.  It  wns  as  sudileq  as  it  was  unexpected. 
In  the  midst  of  life  and  usual  health;  with  no  note 
of  warning  to  his  friends;  without  the  usual  pre- 
monitory symptoms;  without,  perhaps,  an  admo- 
nition to  himself;  in  the  midst  of  his  family  and 
friends,  and  in  the  mid  career  of  his  usefulness 
and  honor,  he  is  suddenly  summoned  from  us  to 
that  land  of  spirits  where  "  the  weary  are  at 
rest." 

Having  spent  a  restlessand  sleepless  night,  he 
had  the  curtains  of  his  bed  dravn,  to  secure  to 
him  a  morning's  repose.  He  fell  into  a  sleep,  a 
profound  sleep,  from  which  he  never  awoke. 
And  though  his  couch  was  watched  with  the 
sleeplcw  eye  of  alTectionate  devotion,  separated 
only  by  a  curtain,  yet  his  spirit  passed  away  so 
calm,  so  tranquil,  that  it  was  difficult  to  tell.-the 
precise  moment  of  its  flight  But  though  he  died 
with  no  eye  upon  him,  save  that  of  his  God,  yet 
the  mildness  and  the  serenity  of  his  countenance 
proclaimed  the  consolation  to  liie  friends,  trum- 
pet-tongued,  that  he  departed  in  peace,  and  with 
scarce  a  struggle. 

Of  his  life:  it  was  one  continued  scene  of  uni- 
formity and  beauty.  But  I  will  not  trespass  upon 
tlie  province  of  his  biographer,  further  than  to 
toucli  some  of  its  prominent  points.  He  wns 
born  in  the  State  of  Kentucky,  in  the  year  1796, 
and  inherited  from  that  chivalrous  and  gallant 
people  many  of  the  noble  qualities  that  auorned 
nim  in  after  life:  In  the  year  1809 — a  mere  boy — 
he  emigrated  to  Missouri,  aiul  cast  his  fortune 
amongst  a  people  eager  to  dwcern  and  proud  to 
reward  merit.  In  IU14,  at  the  age  of  seventeen 
years,  he  entered'the  tented  field,  and,  side  by 
side  with  a  near  and  esteemed  relative,  now  an 
honorable  member  of  this  House,  [Governor 
DoDOE,]  was  engaged  galluniljr  lighting  the  bat- 
tles of  nis  country;  and,  though  a  youth,  too 
young  to  have  his  deeds  chronicled  in  history, 
yet  the  memory  of  them  is  cherished  in  the  hearts 
of  the  people  of  his  adopted  Slate. 

After  the  war,  he  applied  himself  to  the  acqui- 
sition of  his  profession;  and,  by  the  force  and 
energy  ofiiis  mind,  and  his  well-regulated  habits 
of  Hiduslry,  soon  placed  himself  in  the  front  ranks 
of  that  learned  and  honorable  profession.  As  a 
physician,  he  was  prompt  and  determined,  yet 
mild,  courteous,  and  cheerful;  by  the  versatility 
of  his  genius  throwing  around  the  couch  of  sick- 
ness and  death  everything  to  inspire  hope  and 
dispel  gloom.  No  man  whs  ever  more  highly  es- 
teemed or  more  dearly  loved  within  the  circle  of 
his  practice.  Long,  long,  will  the  memory  of 
his  virtues  be  engraven  on  the  hearts  of  those 
people  who  knew  him  longest  and  knew  him 
best. 

He  was  next  called, by  the  people  of  bis  enuntv, 
to  the  Legislature  of  his  adopted  State,  where, In 
a  short  session,  he  gave  early  promise  of  that 
character  as  a  legislator  which  has  since  so  bril- 
liantly shown  in  the  councils  of  the  nation.  His 
career  there  was  marked  byanenlighlened  policy, 
a  lofty  patriotism,  and  a  firm  and  unswerving  de- 
votion to  those  fundamental  principles  uponwhieh 
he  believed  was  based  the  liberty  of  his  country. 
The  generous  confidence  of  his  constliuenia  was 
only  equaled  by  the  disinterested  fidelity  of  the 
representative,  in  executing  the  trusts  committed 
to  his  charge. 

In  1832,  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  board  of 
commissioners,  to  adjusiihe  private  land  claims 
of  the  ancient  inhabitaols  of  Upper  Louisiana, 


(now  Missouri.)  To  the  discharge  of  the  com- 
plicated duties  of  this  office  he  brought  a  mind 
well  stored  with  information  upon  the  subject, 
and  an  energy  that  never  (lagged.  In  this  place 
he  accomplished  much,  in  settling  the  vexed 
questions  of  titles  to  ourlands;and,  by  the  suav- 
ity of  his  manners,  and  the  uniform  urbanity  of 
his  demeanor,  won  from  all  the  homage  of  an 
exalted  respect.  Indeed,  it  would  be  difficult  to 
portray  the  veneration  in  which  his  memory  is 
held  by  those  early  first  pioneers  of  the  country 
who  laid,  in  the  wilderness  the  foundation  of  a 
great  Republic. 

If  it  were  allowable,  upon  an  occasion  of  this 
kind,  to  speak  of  one's  self,  I  might  be  permitted 
to  say  that  it  was  at  (his  period  of  his  life  I  had 
the  good  fortune  to  make  his  acquaintance,  and 
eataulisb  a  mutual  friendship  which  existed 
through  life.  A  stranger  in  a  strange  land,  he 
extended  to  me  the  hand  of  fellowship  and  wel- 
come, and  encouraged  me  by  his  counsels,  and 
animated  me  by  the  buoyancy  of  his  own  gener- 
ous heart.  A  few  weeks  changed  our  theii  rela- 
tive positions — he  to  the  Senate,  I  to  the  editor's 
chair;  and  it  is  due  to  his  memory  to  say,  that 
change  of  position  worked  no  change  of  relatioits; 
and  I  can  as  proudly  bear  testimony  thst,  whilst 
acting  as  a  sentinel  upon  th«  acta  of  public  men, 
I  found  in  hiscareereverything  to  applaud,  noth- 
ing to  condemn. 

Dr.  Linn  was  appointed  to  the  Senate  In  No- 
vember, 1833,  fnd  continued  in  that  station  until 
the  period  of  Ins  death — an  uninterrupted  period 
of  nei^lyten  years;  during  which  time  he  passed 
through  three  elections  before  the  Legislature  of 
Missouri,  each  time  increasing  in  strength  as  he 
increased  in  the  confidence  of  the  people.  He  en- 
tered that  body,  of  which  he  was  destined  to  be- 
come sn  distinguished  a  member,  laboring  under 
many  disadvantages,  arising  alike  from  education 
and  from  habiis.  The  angry  ocean  of  party  pol- 
itics he  found  lashed  into  a  commotion  the  most 
furious;  the  Senate  filled  with  men  of  gigantic 
minds,  cultivated  intellects,  and  a  long  experience 
in  legislation;  and,  to  crown  all,  so  much  pos- 
sessed of  feelings  whiclrpolitjcal  animosities  had 
engendered,  as  to  render  personal  and  social  in- 
tercourse difficult  and  constrained.  Yet,  by  his 
evenness  of  temper  and  firmnessof  purpose,  com- 
bined with  his  social  disposition  and  urbanity  of 
manners,  he  soon  acquired  a  most  enviable  respect 
from  those  with  whom  he  had  to  act. 

Of  Ills  general  labors  In  the  Senate,  and  the  en- 
lightened patriotism  that  directed  them,  the  ar- 
chives of  the  country  bear  abundant  testimony. 
On  all  local  subjects  he  labored  faithfully  and  effi- 
ciently for  his  immediate  constituents.  His  una- 
bated efforts  in  obtaining  post  roads,  forts,  and 
military  roads  upon  the  frontier;  the  acquisition 
of  the  Platte  country;  the  improvement  of  our 
rivers  and  harbors;  the  adjustment  of  the  land 
claims  of  the  ancient  inhal>itants  of  the  Upper 
Louisiana,  bear  witness  to  the  people  of  Missouri 
of  the  zeal  and  fidelity  of  him  whose  loss  they  so 
sadly  deplore. 

But  the  great  question  which  called  forth  all  the 
energies  of  his  mind,  was  the  occupation  of  the 
Oregon  Territory.  Looking  at  the  subject  wiih 
a  prophetic  spirit,  and  the  eye  of  a  statesman,  he 
saw,  in  the  distance,  the  time  when  that  beautiful 
land  of  hill  and  dale,  of  mountain  breeze  and  crys- 
tal stream,  should  blA>mand  blossom  as  the  rose, 
beneath  tlie  cheerful  hand  of  industry;  and  he 
struggled  hard  to  plant  alike  on  the  beautiful 
plains  the  American  citizen  and  the  American  flag. 
This  was  the  great  work  to  which  he  had  for 
years  devoted  all  the  energies  of  his  soul;  and, 
without  repining  at  the  awards  of  Providence,  we 
all  must  regret,  seriously  regret,  that  he  was  not 
spared  to  witness  its  accomplishment.  But  he  has 
left  it  for  others  to  perform,  with  his  own  great 
eflbrls  as  beacon  lights  to  guide  them  on  their  way, 
and  associated  with  the  cause  of  Oregon  the  glory 
of  a  name — 

"A  light,  a  land  mark,  on  the  clilTii  of  fame." 

But  he  is  gone;  and  while  we  deplore  his  loss, 
let  us  not  be  unmindful  of  those  who  are  left  to 
mourn — ah!  deeply  mour-n,  a  husband's  and  a 
father's  death.  Who  can  assua.'e  their  grief? 
Who  pluck  the  rooted  sorrow  from  their  hearts.' 
He  alone  who  "  tempers  the  winds  to  the  shorn 
lamb."  To  His  mercy  and  Divine  protection  we 
most  humbly  commend  them. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  BOWLIN,  it  was 
ResoUed  Mnanftnoittfy.Tlmt,  aa  a  teaiimnny  nfre'tpect  for 
tlie  memory  n(  iliv  (Ian.  L.  f.  LiHS,  deceased,  the  num- 
bers of  ibi^  Hnu^e  will  wear  ttitt  usunl  badg:A  oi'  mnornitig 
for  thirty  days ;  and  that  the  Hi>u>e  do  now  adtouru. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 


Weohesdat,  Dtctiubtr  13,  1843. 

The  Journal  having  been  read, 

Mr.  BREESE  said:  Mr.  President,  on  yester- 
day the  honorable  Senator  from  Missouri  [Mr. 
Benton]  performed  the  melancholy  duty  devolv- 
ing upon  him,  of  announcing  to  the  Senate  the 
death  of  his  distinguished  and  lamented  colleague, 
the  Hon.  Lewis  F.  Linn. 

The  feeling  and  highly-wrought,  though  well 
deserved  eulogiom,  so  eloquently  pronounced  by 
him',  has  done  equal  honor  to  his  head  and  heart; 
and  the  remarks  of  the  distinguished  Senator  from 
Kentucky,  [.Mr.  Crittenden,]  upon  seconding 
the  motion  for  the  usual  honors  to  his  memory, 
all  conspired  to  awaken  emotions  in  me  which 
cannot  be  described.  From  my  boyish  days  the 
lamented  Linn  was  my  friend;  and  I  have  often, 
in  my  intercourse  with  him,  had  oecssion  to  ad- 
mire his  many  noble  and  captivating  qualities. 
Let  me  add  the  poor  tribute  of  my  praise  to  bis 
excellence  and  worth,  and  mingle  my  grief  with 
that  of  his  other  friends,  that  he  should  have  been 
so  suddenly  struck  down  in  the  midst  of  his  use- 
fulness, and  in  the  noon  of  his  fame.  All  who 
can  prize  great  moral  worth,  a  chastened  ambi- 
tion, a  sincere  devotion  to  country,  and  all  the 
more  amiable,  but  less  imposing,  attributes  of 
character,  will  mourn  his  loss  with  unaflected  sin- 
cerity. Missouri  must  keenly  deplore  such  an 
,unloQked-forcalamity,and  may  well  claim  acom- 
mnn  sympathy  for  her  great  bereavement. 

Illinois,  too,  Mr.  President,  has  been  afflicted 
by  a  similar  visitation.  Her  most  cherished  son, 
n  native  of  her  own  soil,  the  Hon.  Sauoel  Mc- 
Roberts — who  had,  unaided  by  fortune  or  fam- 
ily influence,  won  his  way  to  the  high  distinction 
of  Senator  in  Congress,  passing,  with  credit  to 
himself,  through  many  subordinate  but  responsi- 
ble stations,  whilp  yet  in  the  prime  of  his  life — 
is  now  no  more  ! 

This  sad  event  occurred  at  Cincinnati,  on  the 
27th  of  March  last,  but  a  few  weeks  after  the  ad- 
journment of  Congress,  whilst  he  was  journeying 
home  by  the  usual  river  route.  Exposed,  at  that 
most  capricious  season  of  the  year,  to  the  cold 
and  damps  that  infest  the  mountains  over  which 
he  traveled,  another  disease — that  of  inflamma- 
tion of  the  brain — was  added  to  the  one  which  so 
severely  afllicted  him  here;  and,  in  spite  of  the 
skill  of  the  most  eminent  physicians  of  that  city, 
it  soon  proved  fatal. 

His  wife  and  a  few  friends  were  with  him,  to 
soothe  his  anguish,  and  to  sustain  him  in  that 
most  trying  hour  which  must  come  upon  us  alt; 
and  they  witnessed  the  last  ebbings  of  a  life  so 
dear  to  them,  and  so  valuable  to  the  country. 
Appropriate  honors  were  there  paid  to  his  re- 
mains; and  there  they  rest,  in  the  soil  of  that 
magnificent  valley  which  gave  him  birth. 

I  have  said,  Mr.  President,  that  Judge  Mc- 
RoBERTt  was  a  native  of  Illinois.  He  was  so, 
sir;  and  the  onlyone,  with  a  single  exception, 
who  has  ever  had  a  seat  here  from  the  territory 
northwest  of  the  river  Ohio.  He  was  the  son  of 
one  of  the  earliest  pioneers  who  (lenetrated,  be- 
fore the  peace  of  1783,  to  that  then  jplitary  and 
untrodden  wild.  His  father  lived  to* see  his  son 
occupy  a  seat  in  this  Chamber,  and  still  lives  re- 
spected by  nil  who  know  him.  The  early  edu- 
cation of  Judge  McRoberts  was  obtained  in  the 
common  school-house  of  the  West,  in  which  offi- 
ciateil,  at  intervals  only,  occasional  wandering 
teachers.  Afier  completing  his  majority,  he  en- 
tered Transylvania  Ifnivcrsity,  and  attended  a 
course  of  law  lectures;  and  on  his  return  to  his 
home  was  admitted  to  practice,  and  at  once  ad- 
vanced to  the  front  rank  of  his  honorable  profes- 
sion. He  was  soon  appointed  o  judge  of  one  of 
the  higher  courts,  until,  upon  reorganizing  the 
judiciary,  he  was  sent  to  the  Slate  Senate.  He 
was  afterwards  appointed  by  the  national  Exec- 
utive attorney  of  the  Uniletl  Slates  for  that  dis- 
trict, aiid  subsequently  receiver  of  public  moneys 
at  one  of  the  most  important  land  offices  in  tlie 
State,  whence  he  was  transferred  to  the  highly 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


PRINTED  AND  PUBLISHED  AT  THE  CITi'  OF  WASHINGTON,  BY  BLAIR  St  RIVES. 


28tu  Congress,  1st  Session. 


WEDNESDAY,  DECEMBER  20,  1843. 


VOL.13 No.  3. 


I 


important  «iation  pfsolicilorin  the  General  Land 
08ine,  am)  tlivnce  W  r  seat  hrre. 

Judge  McRoBCBTS  wa-s  seleclrd  by  tlic  Legis- 
lature o(  Ilia  iiHlive8liilc,ovuriuany  rompi-lUnri), 
to  a  aeal  in  this  body,  for  lii«  proljity,  cafjaoiiy, 
and  aiern  and  unyielding  devotion  to  tlie  princi- 
ples or  the  Conaiitutimi;  and,  nlihou;li  aulTeriiig 
under  the  aevereat  biidily  torment  from  the  firM 
moment  lie  ap|>eared  here,  at  the  apecial  acuiou 
in  1841,  he  lalmrcd  mrith  uniiriiij;  cncrj^y  and  un- 
remitting zi-al  in  ihr  buaincaa  of  the  Senate,  and 
engag>>d  with  uucomroon  ardor  in  many  of  its 
most  important  dcl>au-a.  Ap|Mrenlly  trembling 
on  the  very  verge  of  life,  such,  however,  was  the 
intenseaesa  of  his  menial  em'rgy.  ttiiil  his  devo- 
tion to  the  pnbllc  service,  llinl  lie  daily  hazarded 
that  life  at  the  call  of  duty-,and  such  were  the  man- 
ifestations of  talent  lie  exhibited,  that  hope  was 
indulged — though  his  feeble  and  wasted  appear- 
ance mocked  It — that  a  life  so  valnablH  would  be 
long  sjiared  to  his  cnutitry,  and  the  highest  sen- 
atorial hiinnrs  be  placed  within  Ills  grasp.  Though 
oung,  and  unaccustomed  to  this  theater  of  action, 
e  nevertlieless  emitted,  whilst  here,  sparkles  of 
intellectual  splendor,  presaging  for  his  raaturer 
years  a  menjal  radinnce  of  the  greatest  brilliancy. 

To  ra*  personally,  Mr.  President,  his  hiss  is  a 
severe  one,  as  I  had  counted  much  on  being  his 
colleague  and  aaaocinte  here,  upon  the  aid  I 
should  receive — wholly  unused  as  I  am  to  the 
forms  and  business  of  legislative  bodli-s — from  his 
more  matured  judgmsni  and  enlarged  i-X|>erience. 

In  his  private  intercourse,  suflTcrin',  as  he  did, 
under  80  mu-'b  bodily  pain.  Judge  McHusEaTs 
may  have  been  deemed  by  some  unsocial;  but  it 
is  not  so;  he  was  eminently  social  among  those 
with  whom  he  was  intimntv — pnsscssinga  proper 
sliare  of  human  symnathics,  and  stroni;  aitacli- 
ment  to  his  friends.  But  it  is  as  an  intrepid  states- 
man, who  never  swerved  from  what  he  deemed 
correct  principles,  that  he  is  most  favorably 
kiiown  to  his  constituents  and  to  the  country  at 
large.  As  such,  he  exhibited  ut  all  tirm-s  the  high 
attributes  of  a  great  character,  and  was  never 
found  wanting  wlten  it  became  necessary  to  prove 
luiw  much  principle  is  superior  to  tiolicy.  It  is 
as  such  he  was  greatly  cnueareil  to  his  t$tate,aiid 
by  which  he  was  cnablt'd  lo  stamp  his  name  witji 
honorupon  its  judicial  and  le^islsiive  hictiiry,snd 
caused  it  to  occupy  no  undistinguished  pUce  upon 
the  records  of  tJiis  body. 

It  may  be  that  some  wliom  I  now  address  and 
■hall  call  upon  to  vpte  the  usual  honors  paid  to 
the  dead,  have  been  irritated, at  times,  by  the  zeal 
and  earnestness  with  which  he  defended  his  prin- 
ciples and  pri'ssrd  his  honest  convictions,  tliere- 
by  arousing  feelings  so  characteristic  of  our  na- 
ture, and  so  apt  to  be  engendered  by  party  col- 
lisions. To  nil  such  I  would  entreat  thai  the  grave 
baa  barrier  to  flicir  further  indulgence;  let  all 
feeling  uf  resentment  be  extinguished  witliiu  its 
hallowed  .precincts. 

It  is  for  you,  SeiiatorSf  lo  determine  what  hon- 
ors shall  be  paid  to  his  memory.  1  present  the 
resolutions  customary  on  such  melancholy  occa- 
sions: 

RtMhti  iHMiiiMauilv,  That, the  memlirra  nfthc  Senate, 
Troiu  a  AiuCRre  ileMirf  nir  tier^tnwing  pvt;ry  iiiork  uf  reitpcrt 
Amp.  to  tlie  iiinimry  of  Ifin.  SAMtIKL.^frKl>BRRTSrd•^c*fal4fd, 
late  a  Setininr  trfuu  ilie  State  n{  f lliimiij.  a-ill  %» into  m«mm' 
Ins,  tijr  wrariMg  erapr  on  tlie  lelt  iiriu  lor  thirty  dayi. 

Attolvri  uiWNiaiDtu/y,  Aii  a  furUiiu'  mark  of  revperl  U» 
tile  ineiiiory  of  H»ii.  t'AMUKi.  Mc'Koberts,  the  Senate  do 
now  a<Uuuni. 

Mr.  AI.LGN.  Mr.  President,  it  is  my  nor- 
poae  to  Second  the  motion  just  made  by  tlie  Sen- 
ator from  Illinois.  It  may  not  be  deemed  inap- 
propriate for  me  to  do  so,  as  the  deceased  was 
my  pertonal  friend,  and  as  I  was  (he  lost  of'his 
brother  Seiuttors  whose  hand  he  ever  touched. 
Soon  after  the  close  of  the  lost  session  of  Con- 
gress, 1  found  bim,  on  my  way  to  the  West,  at 
the  city  of  Wheeling,  dangerously,  and,  as  it  soon 

Eroveil,  fatally  sick.  His  strong  desire  to  Beach 
is  home,  and  to  live  or  die,  as  his  doom  might 
be,  upon  the  bosom  of  bis  native  soil,  amid  nis 
frieous  and  constituents,  bad  prevailed  upon  him 
to  puss  the  mountaijis  through  weather  but  too 


well  calculated  to  aggravate  his  malady.  The 
morning  after  my  aririval,  he  was  borne  from  the 
city  to  a  steamer  ia  UieOhio;  and  1  accompanied 
him  down  the  river.  He  was  accompanied,  also, 
by  a  young  gcntlem.in  in  altendanco  upon  him; 
but  what  was  'far  more  im|><>rtant  to  his  condi- 
tion, and  grateful  to  his  feelings,  ho  was  accom- 
fiiinied  by  his  amiable  wife,  whose  attiHitions  to 
lim  were  as  assiduous  as  it  was  possible  for  the 
most  devoted  alTection  of  the  living  to  bestow 
upon  tho  best  beloved  of  tlie  dying.  Hisdisease 
wan,  r  believe,  one  of  the  forms  of  consumption, 
a  disease  which,  it  is  known,  ever  flatters  its  vic- 
tim with  the  hope  of  life,  even  in  the  presence  of 
death.  So  was  it  with  bim.  He  seemed  not  fully 
conacious  of  his  proximity  to  the  grive.  He 
spoke  (o  me — whenever  the  intermissions  of  his 
almost  continuous  coughing  would  alU>w  him  to 
speak  of  his  friends  jn  this  body — of  many  who 
arc  now  before  me.  But  especially  did  he  speak 
of  one  who  has  since  folhiwed  him  to  the  tomb. 
He  spoke  of  the  ever.|o-be-larocnled  Linn,  the 
noblest,  purest,  and  must  perfect  nf  human  beings 
I  have  ever  known.  He  spoke  of  him  with  the 
feelings  of  a  brother;  for,  when  confined  to  his 
lied  with  sickness,  during  the  preceding  winirr, 
Or  Linn,  as  his  friend  and  physician,  had  sj^t  by 
his  side  like  a  ministering  angel,  employing  for 
his  relief  all  the  resources  uf  genius,  experience, 
and  benevolence.  He  spoke,  too,  of  his  own  con- 
dition— of  his  hopes  of  recovery,  of  his  desire  to 
spend  the  intervening  vocation  partly  in  study 
and  partly  in  traveling,  for  the  restoration  of  his 
health.  But  it  was  obvious  to  all  others  aliout 
him  that  disease  had  iilready  loo  fur  wasted  away 
his  constitution  fur  those  ho)>es  to  be  realized.  I 
therefore  advised  bim  by  all  means  to  stop  at  the 
city  of  Cincinnati,  where  the  ablest  medical  aid 
might  be  elttained;  and  when  his  wife  united  in 
the  expression  of  the  same  wish,  lie  yielded  to 
our  importunities.  I  parted  with  him  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Scioto.  A  few  hours  mure  brought  him 
to  Cinci^mati,  where  he  was  received  by  a  highly 
intelligent  and  devoted  friend,  at  whose  residence 
he  received  all  the  assistance  which  medical  sci- 
ence and  devoted  frieiidsbip  could  nlTer.  He  died 
on  the  seventh  day  afier  we  parted.  His  eulogy 
ha-i  just  been  pronounced  by  another,  in  the  beau- 
tiful Inuguago  of  ainccrity  and  truth.  I  will  not 
disturb  the  lutrmony  of  that  language  by  an  at- 
tempt to  add  any  thing  more  than  to  say,  that  his 
eulogy  is  more  fully  pronounced  in  the  sctionsof 
his  lite.  In  the  midst  of  his  manhood,  his  utility, 
and  his  hopes,  hejias  passed  from  the  Senate  to 
the  grave.  Of  this,  Mr.  Presi4ent,  tho  wise 
Author  of  our  nature  forbids  us  to  complain;  but 
our  nature  iUelf  obliges  us  to  deplore  it.  1  sec- 
ond tlie  motion. 

The  resolutions  luiving  been  adopted,  the  Sen- 
ate then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wednesdat,  Deumbtr  13,  1843. 

After  prayer  by  the  Rev.  S.Tostin,  the  Jour- 
nal of  yealerday  was  read. 

Tlie  SPEAKER  announoed  Mr.  A.  V.  Brown 
as  the  member  appointed  on  the-  Committee  of 
Elections,  to  supply  the  place  vasated  by  tlie  res- 
ignation of  Mr.  Patnc. 

Mr.  ADA  MS  aaked  and  obtained  leave  to  with- 
draw bis  name  from  the  Committee  on  Manufac- 
tures, as  ill  health  would  prevent  bim  froia  serv- 
ing on  the  committee. 

Messrs.  Edward  J.  Black,  of  Oeorgia,  and 
Reuskit  CHArHAtt,  of  Alabama,  were  aonouneed 
to  the  Speaker  as  being  in  attendance.  They 
were  qualified,  and  took  their  seats. 

CONTESTED-ELECTION  CASES. 

Mr.  EX,MER  moved  that  the  paper*  and  doc- 
uments relaliiig  lo  the  coses  of  eootested-election 
returns,  which  had  been  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Elections,  be  referred  to  the  same  conunit- 
tee. 

The  SPEAKER  len  the  chair,  calling  lUr.  C. 
JoBNsoN  thereto  fro  ttmpcrt. 


The  motion  of  Mr.  Elkkr  having  beenogreed 
to,  the  papers  were  referred  acoonlingly.. 

■Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky,  offered  the  follow 
ing  resolution: 

Retoteei,  Tlint  ttie  CommlttPe  of  Etectiona  do  inquire 
aiBl  report  wtiMllerorHiiiMeMni.  Ediiiaiid  Rarin,  Jajia  R. 
Kedine,  Mok,i  NurrU,  jr.,  and  JoIhi  F.  lisle,  laao tiers  of 
tlii«  llim-e  rram  ilie  Sinie  of  New  Haotji'diire;  liuxb  4. 
Ilariilsnri.  Ali>,'iliiiii  C'lia|i|Kll,  John  II.  Liiiiipkin,  irowcll 
Cobb,  Williniii  H.  8llle»,  Alrxniiil>-r  II.  Slepliriis,  nnd  Ed- 
ward 1.  Blank,  meinlMini  or  Uil<  Howe  from  the  Stmttat 
GnorsiM ;  JuIih  Jaiiieixm,  (»it«!aviw  M.  B^wer,  Jansa  B, 
Bovvlin, Juiii«<  11.  Iti:ire,  and  Jaui>->M.  Uonlicii, members 
of  iliitf  llou^e  from  the  Htnti;  of  Mti^ntiri;  and  Jacob 
Tlioniprion.  a  invmber  of  ilil^  Hoihp  from  tlie  Riale  ofMis- 
sioipin,  have  bern  elertrd  hi  coottarmity  to  ihelToastitil- 
liou  Slid  ibe  huv,  nul  wlieilivr  Miity  are  cnlMed  to  rotoin 
tlieir  FralK  an  ineiiibon  uf  ilii<  l|<ui*e  for  the  Twenty- 
Eiglitli  Coogrosii. 

Mr.  STEEiVROD  said  this  was  »n  imporUiit 
matter,  on  which  he  was  desirous  tlist  the  speedjr 
action  of  the  House  should  be  had.  For  tlte pur- 
pose of  testing  the  sense  of  the  House,  be  moved 
10  amend  ilie  resolution  by  striking  out  the  word« 
"  Cominiitce  of  Elections,"  and  substituting 
therefor  the  words  "  select  enmiaitiee." 

Mr.  ELMER  said  the  committee  were  iinpra* 
pored  to  enter  upon  that  oiatter,  and  bic  wottid 
therefore  be  under  the  necessity  of  moving  to  JiLy 
the  resnliilinn  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  DAVIS  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nay*. 

Mr.  ELMER  then  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  HALE  said  he  ho|Hid  the  resolution  wooU 
not  pass.  And  in  saying  this  he  only  said  wliat 
he  had  said  before,  and  what  lie  deeply  regretted 
to  be  under  the  necfssity  of  saying  sguin.  All 
that  they  wanted  was  auch  an  investigation  aa 
every  man  upon  that  floor  was  entitled  to.  If  th« 
resolution  should  lie  adopted,  he  would  then  move 
a  simibtr  resolution  in  refereiice  to  every  other 
gentleman  in  the  House. 

A  great  deal  has  becu  said  about  the  brtwd  oeal. 
He  bad  but  little  veneraliiin  fur  seals,  broad  or 
otherwise.  But  he  had  some  veiieraiios  for  the 
popular  will;  and'  he  believed  that  when  that  will 
should  be  fully  and  fairly  expressed,  it  wotjfd  be 
conceded  that  tiicy  were  entitled,  to  say  the  least 
of  it,  to  0  fair  iuvcstigation.  And  wb^  bod  the 
State  of  New  Ilarapshire  been  singled  out  and 
Ceorgia  and  Missouri  passed  over?  Were  not 
the  tiiaims  of  other  gentlemen,  who  came  there 
claiming  to  be  members  of  that  House,  to  be  ia- 
vestigatid  aa  well  aa  those  of  the  members  from 
New  Hampshire  f  Why  did  the  gentleman  single 
them  outi  He  waa  willing  lo  be  subjected  to  the 
same  rules  which  governed  others;  he  desired 
tbatall  should  be  treated  alike.  If  this  wcredone, 
he  had  not  a  word  to  say.  But  what  he  objected 
to  was,  that  the  members  from  New  Hampshire 
should  be  singled  out;  and, as  it  wore,  condeouied 
without  a  hearing. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  bioEk- 
•oll]  had  told  the  House  yesterday  tliat  this  was, 
in  no  sense,  a  judicial  question;  and,  as  be  was 
upon  this  subject,  he  would  say,  that  while  he 
entertained  o  just  consideration  for  the  eoorlfsjr 
with  which  the  gentleman  had  expressed  hia 
opinion,  he  was  forced  to  declare  that  bis  own 
opinion  regarding  the  duties  which  devolved  upon 
the  House  were  entirely  dilTercnt.  It  wm  a  judi- 
cial question,  and  a  judicial  question  of  the  moat 
solemn  character.  Waa  not  the  House  the  grand 
inquest  of  the  nation.'  and  was  not  this  virtually 
a  judicial  proceeding.'  Were  not  those  gentle- 
men, whose  seats  were  to  be  contested,  standing 
in  the  position  of  suitors  at  low,  who,  in  the  event 
of  the  unfavorable  issue  of  their  cause,  would 
incur  the  forfeiture  of  all  their  privileges  upon 
that  floor?  It  certainly  seemed  to  him  to  be  o 
judicial  question,  of  the  most  serious  and  solemn 
character;  and  he  would  much  prefer,  therefoia, 
that  it  should  be  referred  to  the  House  itself,  or 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  JAMESON  said,  if  he  understood  onyp 
thing  about  the  matter,  be  thought  be  also  under* 
stood  the  object  of  the  honorable  gentleman  who 
bad  moved  this  resolution.  As  far  as  regarded 
the  seats  of  the  members  from  the  foiur  State* 
concerned,  tliere  wm  no  contest  at  present;  tber* 
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were  no  pereoni  presenting  memorials  or  peti- 
tion* upon  the  (ubjecf,  there  were  no  opposing 
•  cloimanta  for  tlie  seals.  And  this  being  the  ease, 
the  members  from  those  Slates  stood  precisely 
upon  the  same  footing  as  other  members  of  the 
House,  The  object  of  the  gentleman  then  seemed 
to  b«  to  bring  the  matter  Mfore  a  select  commit- 
tee, an^haTe  a  report  made  by  that  committee, 
in  reference  to  the  title  of  the  members  from  these 
fo«r  Stales  to  their  seats,  in  order  to  place  those 
members  in  the  predicament  of  not  being  able  to 
Totq  in  their  own  cases.  It  would  be  a  danger- 
ous preaedani;  and  though  it  might  not  touch  or 
affect  the  title  of  any  member  of  the  present 
House,  yet  it  might  be  made  use  of  hereafter,  in 
ease  a  similar  question  should  hereafter  arise;  but 
inasmuch  as  there  were  no  memorialists  or  claim- 
ants for  the  seat  of  any  member,  he  eoald  see  no 
propriety  in  referring  the  matter  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, unless  to  give  the  gentleman  an  opportu- 
nity to  Mtai*  the  object  which  he  eTidently  had 
in  view— of  putting  it  out  of  their  power  to  have 
any  Toice  in  the  decision  of  the  question.  He 
^  was  willing  to  meet  the  gentleman  upon  the  ques- 
tion; but  he  wanted  to  meet  the  House  ss  a  body. 
If  they  were  logo  into  an  investiption  of  the 
merits  of  the  question ,  let  it  come  before  the  whole 
House,  or  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House.  In 
his  estimation,  every  man  who  had  a  certificate 
of  return,  and  had  been  sworn  in,  had  the  same 

S'  ;ht  to  his  seat  as  that  which  any  member  of  the 
onse  had  about  whose  seat  there  wtu  no  dis- 
pute. He  hoped,then,  that  the  House  would  not 
tefcr  the  matter  to  the  Committee  of  Elections, 
nor  to  a  select  committee,  unless  they  would  agree 
to  refferalso  the  question  as  to  the  nght  of  all  the 
other  members  of  that  House.  Each  and  every 
man  stood  equally  interested  in  the  matter;  all, 
therefore,  should  vote  upon  the  question,  or  else 
none  at  all.  He  hoped  those  who  were  favorable 
to  the  retention  of  tae  seats  by  those  gentlemen 
who  were  representing  the  four  States,  would  at 
least  reflise  to  lend  their  aid  to  that  which  here- 
after might  be  productive  of  a  great  deal  of  mis- 
chief in  that  House.  These  were  his  views,  and 
he  desired  merely  to  state  them  to  the  House, 
without  going  at  all  into  a  discussion  of  the  ques- 
tion, which  was  not,  in  fact,  properly  before  the 
House  for  discussion. 

Mr.  WELLER  could  not  see  what  objections 
eouM  be  offered  to  the  course  proposed  by  the  res- 
olution of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  which 
se«med  to  him  to  be  the  proper  direction  to  be 
given  to  the  subject.  All  were  anxious  to  have  a 
speedy  report  and  action  by  the  House  in  regard 
to  it;  and  this  desirable  result  could  be  best  ob- 
tained by  a  reference  to  the  committer  whose 
peculiar  function  it  was  to  consider  such  sub- 
jects. 

Mr.  COBB  was  also  in  favor  of  referring  the 
matter  to  the  Committee  of  Elections.  A  full  and 
fair  investigation  of  the  subject  was  what  he  and, 
he  believed,  the  other  genilemen  equally  inter- 
ested, were  desirous  of  having. 

Mr.  ELMER  expressed  the  hope  that  the  ref- 
erence would  be  to  a  select  committee,  because 
this  was  one  of  the  most  important  questions  that 
would  probably  come  before  the  House,  and  de- 
pended not  upon  the  inTeatigation  of  facts,  but 
upon  constitutional  law.  There  were  several 
eases  of  contested  elections  that  would  come  be- 
fore the  Committee  of  Elections;  and  that  com- 
mittee would  be  more  burdened  with  business 
than  any  other  committee  of  the  House. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  as  one  concerned,  was  glad 
that  the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  had 
withdrawn  his  motion.  He  was  aware  that  there 
were  many  gentlemen  who  entertained  objections 
to  the  tenure  by  which  he  held  his  seat;  and  he 
was,  therefore,  anxious  that  a  full  report  should 
be  made  on  the  subject.  He  would  scorn  to  hold 
bis  seat  for  a  moment,  unless  he  did  so  in  virtue 
of  right;  and  for  this  reason  he  courted  the  fullest 
investigation. 

Mr.  BELSER  was  in  favor  of  the  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia;  because,  by  this 
means,  they  would  sooner  set  a  report  on  the 
subject,  and  the  sooner  would  it  be  decided  by 
the  House.  There  were  several  cases  of  con- 
tested elections  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions, which  would  occupy  a  considerable  portion 
of  their  time;  but  this  being  an  isolated  question, 
not  depending  on  (he  investigation  of  facta,  a  re- 
port would,  lie  the  soonest  dbtained  by  sending  it 


to  a  committee  specially  constituted  for  the  pur- 
pose. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  New  York,  argufd  in  favor  of 
the  reference  to  the  Committee  of  Elections.  This 
commilteerit  was  known,  was  selected  after  much 
consultation  on  all  sides  of  the  House,  and  was 
probably  one  of  the  most  judicious  selections  that 
could  have  been  made.  It  was  chosen,  too,  he 
had  no  doubt,  in  reference  tn  a  consideration  of 
this  very  case;  and  the  sending  it,  therefore,  to 
another  committee,  would  seem  to  imply  a  want 
of  confidence  in  it. 

Mr.  BLACK  intended  to  vote  for  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia;  and  in  giv- 
ing that  vote,  he  begged  leave  to  differ  with  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Davis]  last  up, 
who  seemed  to  be  under  the  impression  that  its 
adoption  would  imply  a  distrust  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ejections.  He  had  the  fullest  confidence 
in  that  committee,  but  doubted,  from  the  nature 
of  their  duties,  and  the  number  of  cases  that 
would  be  before  them,  whether  they  would  be 
able  to  make  a  report  on  this  subject  nt  as  early 
a  day  as  it  was  desirable  they  should.  He  wished 
to  go  before  the  committee  that  would  be  able  to 
make  the  earliest  report;  and  this,  he  believed, 
would  be  a  select  committee.  They  all  remem- 
bered the  case  of  the  New  Jersey  election,  at  the 
Twenty-Sixth  Congress;  bow  the  question  was 
mooted  at  the  very  commencement  of  the  session; 
and  after  a  reference  to  that  committee,  how  they 
in  vain  waited  for  a  report.  Indeed,  he  did  not 
believe  that  a  report  had  been  made  to  this  day. 
So  also  in  the  case  of  the  Florida  contested  elec- 
tion at  the  last  Congress;  how  that  case  occupied 
the  committtee;  how  report  after  report  was  made 
and  contradicted  in  the  House  by  members  of  the 
committee,  and  producing  the  bitterest  alterca- 
tions. For  these  reasons,  he  wished  a  reference 
to  a  select  committee.  All  that  he  asked  was  a 
full,  fair,  and  open  investigation,  but  not  a  delay 
tilt  the  end  of  the  session. 

This  question,  in  the  State  he  had  the  honor  to 
represent,  could  not  be  called  apolitical  question. 
On  it  all  parties  there  were  united;  boin  parties 
voted  for  their  Representatives  under  the  general- 
ticket  system ;  and  hence  his  State  presented  a 
broken  delegation,  so  far  as  politics  was  con- 
cerned, on  this  floor. 

Mr.  T.  SMITH  said,  that  though  at  first  in 
favor  of  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky,  he  was  now  not  in  favor  of  either  that 
or  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia; and  he  should  vote  againat  them  both, 
with  a  view  of  submitting  a  motion  to  refer  the 
matter  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  This 
case  being  one  requiring,  not  the  investigation  of 
facts,- but  an  argument  on  constitutional  law,  it 
seemed  to  him  that  the  law  committee  of  this 
House  would  be  the  most  appropriate  to  refer  it 
to,  and  that  their  report  woulvearry  more  weight 
of^ authority  with  it  before  the  country. 

Mr.  JAMESON  said,  that  if  he  got  an  oppor- 
tunity to  do  so,  he  should  offer  an  amendment  lo 
refer  the  matter  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole; 
and  gentlemen  would,  in  time,  see  that  this  was 
the  motion  that  should  be  adopted.  The  object 
of  making  references  to  committees  was,  that 
they  should  investigate  the  facts  involved,  and 
report  them  to  the  House  for  its  action.  But  in 
this  case  there  were  no  facts  to  investigate — the 
question  was  wholly  one  of  constitutional  taw ; 
and  a  Committee  of'^the  Whole  House  could  con- 
sider it  as  well,  or  better,  than  any  standing  com- 
mittee. When  the  subject  came  before  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House,  gentlemen  learned 
in  constitutional  law  could  give  their  views  on  it; 
and  these  views  would  go  out  to  enlighten  the 
public  with  more  authority  than  a  report  of  a 
standing  committee. 

DBATH  or  SKNATOR  M'ROBKRTjI. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  by 
Mr.  DicKiKi,  their  Secretary,  stating  that  that 
body  had  passed  a  resolution  testifying  their  re- 
spect for  the  memory  of  Saudbl  McnoBEars, 
late  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Illinois,  which 
he  was  directed  to  communicate  to  the  House. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH.  It  is  with  feelings  of 
extreme  delicacy  that  I  (a  new  member,  and  the 
youngest  on  this  floor)  arise  to  address  you  at 
this  early  stage  of  our  session;  and  it  is  a  painful 
consideration  that  I  must  make  my  first  speech — 
first  not  only  on  this  floor,  but  first  on  tne  floor 


of  any  legislative  body  whatever — upon  this,  a 
funeral  subject.  But  I  have  lost  a  friend,  and 
so  have  you,  sir;  and  so  has  the  State  of  Illinois, 
and  so  baa  our  common  country,  and  ao  the  causa 
of  humanity  and  liberty  everywhere.  The  Hon. 
Sahukl  McRoberti,  a  member  of  the  United 
States  Senate  from  Illinois,  has  left  this  world 
for  a  better.  He  died  very  auddenly,  on  his  way 
home  from  the  lastCongress<atCincinnati,frDm 
a  cold  he  had  taken  in  crossing  the  mountains. 
Judge  McRoBBRTi  was  a  native  of  Monroe  coun- 
ty. State  of  Illinois,  and  received  his  education  at 
Transylvania,  Kentucky.  At  a  very  eariy  period 
he  was  appointed  clerk  of  the  drcuit  court  for 
Monroe  county,  which  office  he  held  until  the 
court  was  abolished.  He  was  then  elected  to  the 
State  Senate;  thence  he  was  transferred  by  General 
Jackson  to  tbenlfice  of  United  States  district  attor- 
ney for  the  State  of  Illinois;  thence  transfiirred  to 
the  ofllce  of  receiver  of  public  moneys  at  Danville; 
and  thence  to  this  city,  to  the  ofliee  of  Solicitor 
of  the  Oeneral  Land  Office;  which  he  resigned  to 
accept  the  office  of  United  States  Senator,  ten- 
dered himby  the  Illinois  Legislature — tbedutiesof 
all  which  stations  he  discharged  with  the  strictest 
promptitude,  the  utmost  fidelity,  and  universal 
commendation. 

With  a  very  modest  distrust  of  his  own  abili> 
ties,  and  a  determination  never  to  act  until  he 
could  act  understandingly,  he  had  not  made  that 
parade  before  the  worlu  which  others  have,  in  the 
short  period  of  time  that  he  held  a  seat  in  the 
other  wing  of  this  building.  But  those  who  were 
most  intimate  with  him  acknowledged  him  pos- 
sessed of  all  theelementsof  agreat  man — indom- 
itable energy,  quick  perception,  and  a  sound  judg- 
ment. His  fame  might  nave  been  slow,  but  it 
would  have  been  sure.  Wherever  he  moved  he 
made  an  impression ;  and  often  left  firm  conviction 
where  more  than  doubt  remained  beftire.  The 
aubjecta  he  grappled  with  he  always  mastered; 
and,  thinking  not  of  the  premature  death  that  im- 
pended him,  he  was  laying  the  foundation,  by 
industry  the  most  indelati»b1e,  for  future  emi- 
nence and  usefulness.  Could  he  have  lived  a  few 
years  longer,  I  should  have  been  spared  the  trouble 
of  telling  who  he  was.  His  fame  would  have 
been  commensurate,  at  least,  with  the  bounds.of 
our  country;  and  higher,  and  still  higher,  honors 
would  have  been  the  free  and  glad  gifts  of  an  ad- 
miring people. 

Greatness,  however,  is  not  always  synony- 
mous with  goodness.  But  whilst  Judge  McRoa- 
Ears  was  emphatically  a  great  man,  (though  his 
greatness  had  not  yet  had  so  ample  scope  for  de- 
velopment and  extension  as  that  of  others,)  he 
was  indeed  a  good  man.  To  serve  a  friend,  no 
sacrifice  was  too  great  for  him;  and  his  heart 
ever  beat  quick  with  the  impulses  of  kindness, 
gratitude, and  patriotism.  From  early  experience, 
he  knew  the  privations  of  a  frontier  life.  He 
knew  what  it  was  to  be  without  laws,  and  to  be 
beyond  the  pale  of  court  jurisdiction;  and  he  could 
paint,  in  living  colors,  aflthe  horrors  of  an  Indian 
mewsacre.  Hence  his  sympathies  witli  the  Ore- 
gon settler,  to  whom  he  wislied/xtendcd  the  pro- 
tection of  the  American  flag  and  the  blessingiof 
American  law.  After  the  profoundest  research, 
(as  his  speeches  will  show,)  he  pame  to  the  con- 
clusion that  Oregon  was  ours— ours  by  original 
discovery,  ours  by  several  treaties,  and,  conse- 
quently, ours  by  right.  He,  then,  wss  for  re- 
claiming it  from  British  usurpation,  and  for  ex- 
tending over  American  citizens — the  adventurous 
and  deserving  pioneers  in  American  enterprise 
and  civilization — all  the  advantages  and  privileges 
of  the  American  Constitution;  and,  even  though 
but  little  of  Oregon  was  ours,  over  that  little  our 
flag  should  wave,  and  it  become  ours  by  posses- 
sion, as  it  is  by  title.  And  it  was  enoueh  for 
him  to  know  that  the  poor  emigrant  needed  gov- 
ernmental protection,  for  him  to  advocate  it  with 
all  those  miglity  energies  which  were  in  his  pow- 
er. Such  was  Samuel  McRoberTi,  now  no  more. 
The  perishable  part  of  him  has  vanished  forever. 
But  his  good  name— his  fame  remains.  Ay, sir, 
the  memory  of  his  transcendent  virtues  still  lin- 
gers like  twilight  hoes  when  the  bright  summer's 
sun  is  set. 

Within  the  past  year,  sir,  the  political  firma- 
ment has  lost  two  of  its  most  brilliant  lumina- 
ries; and  they  were  both  from  the  same  body- 
Senators  LiKN  and  McRobekts,  friends  and  aa- 
sociates  in  early  fife,  and  almost  cotemporaries 
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in  death.  The  Iom  of  one  wa«  announced  yes- 
terday, and  for  him  we  wear  this  badge  of  mourn- 
ing:. The  loss  of  the  other  I  now  announce;  and 
I  announce  it  as  one  who  deeply  mourns.  And 
I  know  that  my  country  mourns  with  me.  True, 
sir,  these  iuminarios  arose  in  the  distance — in  the 
far  West,  as  some  call  it;  but  in  the  rightful  geo- 
erapbieal  center  of  this  great  Rppublic,  as  l-call 
It;  yet  their  eflfulgence  was  irradiating  every  sec- 
tion. The  fame  of  one,  so  far  as  the  knowledge 
and  feelings  of  the  people  were  concerned,  had 
reached  the  culminating  point  of  American  states- 
men, and  the  other  was  fast  approzimating  it. 

But  these  geniuses  oorruscate  no  longer.  .  And 
whilst  we  lesser  lights  shine  tlye  brighter  for  iheir 
extineliDa,  let  us  not  be  unmmdful  p'f  our  tran- 
sition slate — of  our  ephemeral  duration;  that  our 
iigbia  will  soon  be  put  out;  and  that  wc,  too,  "in 
a  moment,  in  the  twinkling:  of  an  eye,"  may  be 
eaUed  to  give  an  account  for  the  deeds  done  in 
this  our  probationary  being.  Let  us,  then,  Mr. 
Speaker,  so  conduci,  with  refersnce  to  our  God, 
our  country,  our  fellow-men,  and  especially  to 
each  other,  that  if  others  should  be  coiled  to  ask 
the  usual  testimony  of  respect  to  our  memory, 
and  vote  of  condolence  at  our  loss,  that  vote  may 
not  be,  as  I  know  it  was  not  yesterday,  and  I 
know  it  will  not  be  to-day,  a  ceremonious,  cold, 
and  heartless  one. 

RnolcH,  That,  as  a  lestimonjr  of  nrprtt  Ibr  the  mem- 
ory of  Uar.  Sahoks.  McBoBSSTfl,  deceiueil,  the  mentbera 
ot  tliiit  House  will  w«ar  tlie  unual  b»Age  u\  moiiroiiig  for 
thirty  day>;  and  that  the  Rouw  do  now  adjourn. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 


Thdrsdat,  Dtetmbtr  14,  1843. 

Mr.  EVANS  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Smith,  praying  the  remission  of  a  fine  and  costs 
imposed  on  him  for  an  unintentional  violation  of 
the  revenue  laws;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  presented  a  petition  from 
numerous  citizens  of  Delaware  county  Pennsyl- 
vaiiin,  praying  Congress  to  make  an  appropria- 
tion for  the  esiablisliment  of  a  dry -dock  at  Phil- 
adelphia; which  was  referred  to  the  Cummiitee 
on  Naval  Af&irs.  . 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  the  petition  and  pa- 
pers of  duackenboss  and  others,  praying  that 
the  claim  of  the  United  States  against  tliem,  as 
sureties  of  Samuel  Swartwnul,  xaXt  colk-ctor  of 
the  port  of  New  York,  may  be  compromised; 
which  wits  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Cuinmittee. 

Also,  the  petition  of  William  De  Peyster  and 
Henry  }A.  Cruger,  of  the  city  of  Ne  wYork,  pray- 
ing payment  for  a  slave  which  was  taken  into  the 
service  of  the  United  Slates  in  Florida;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs. 

Mr.  MILLER  presented  a  petition  from  the 
heirs  of  David  Munn,  praying  for  the  payment 
of  arrearages  pf  pension  due  him  at  the  time  of- 
hisdeath;  which,  with  the  papers  now  on  the  files, 
were  ordered  to  be  referrM  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  the  president  and  direc- 
tors of  the  Bank  of  the  Metropolis,  representing 
that  the  charter  of  that  institution  will  expire  on 
the  4th  of  July  next,  and  praying  Congress  to 
grant  an  extension  of  the  same;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia.  

Mr.  STURGEON  presented  a  petition  from 
Joseph  H.  Waring,  a  messenger  in  the  Treasury 
Department,  praying  Congress  to  grant  him  com- 
pensation for  performing  the  duties  of  a  clerk,  in 
addition  to  those  he  performed  as  a  messenger, 
for  which  he  was  paid  only  the  sum  of  fSOO; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.- BAGBY  presented  a  petition  from  Stephen 
Steele  and  Joseph  Daniel,  praying  Congress  to 
vest  with  them  title  to  certain  land;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  ATCHISON  presented  a  memorial  from 
one  hundred  and  five  lawyers,  members  of  the 
.  bar  in  the  city  of  St.  Louis,  praying  the  passage 
of  a  tavv  requiring  a  term  of  the  circuit  c|)urt  of 
the  United  States  to  be  held  in  the  month  of  Oc- 
.  tober,  in  that  city,  by  the  district  judge,  for  the 
transaction  of  business,  as  at  the  final  term;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  presented  resolutions adopt- 


I  ed  by  the  Legislatureof  New  Hampshire,  instruct-  I 
I  ing  the  Senators,  and  requesting  the  Represent-  I 
I  ativrs,  from  that  Slate  to  rote  for  the  abolishment  { 
I  of  the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point;  which  | 
;  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
I  fairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
I      Mr.  FULTON  presented  a  petition  from  citi- 
I  sens  of  Arkansas,  praying  for  the  establishment 
I  of  a  naval  depot  and  dock-yard,  at  Memphis, 
I  Tennessee;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
j  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  ARCHER  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
I  members  of  the  bar  in  Stanton  and  Winchester, 
1  Virginia,  in  favor  of  the  increase  of  the  salary  of 
j  the  judge  of  the  United  States  court  in  that  dis- 
j  trict;  which  Was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

I     Also,  a  petition  from  Harriet  Sanders,  of  the 

I  borough  of  Norfolk,  Viiginia,  the  widow  of  Lieu- 

I  tenant  James  Sanders,  praying  to  be  restored  to 

the  naval  pension  roll;  which  was  referred  to  the 

Committee  on  Naval  Aflhira. 

Also,  a  petition  from  Elizabeth  V.  Lomax, 
widow  of  Major  Mann  Page  Lomax,  asking  com-, 
mutation  of  pay  for  the  revolutionary  services  of 
Her  husband;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  AOatirs.- 

Mr.  WOODBURY  presented  a  petition  from 
Jane  Gordon,  of  the  town  of  Bedford,  New  Hamp- 
shire, the  widow  of  a  revolutionary  soldier,  pray- 
ing for  a  pension;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions. 

Also,  a  petition  from  Gideon  Batchelder  and 
Shadrack  Batchelder,of  Nottingham,  New  Hamp- 
shire, praying  tlie  settlement  of  their  claim  for* 
their  services  in  constructing  the  Sandy  bay 
breakwater;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Claims. 

Also,  a  petition  from  a  number  of  persons  of 
Portsmoutli,  New  Hampshire,  praying  for  a  re- 
duction of  the  rates  of  postage;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads. 

Mr.TALLMADQE  presented  a  petition  from 
Julia  L.  Weed,  widow  of  Elijah  Weed,  deceased, 
hite  of  the  marine  corps,  praying  for  a  penaion; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
AflTairs. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE  presented  a  petition  from 
Eugene  E.  T.  Smith,  praying  for  a  pension  in 
consequence  of  a  wound  recajved  in  the  Florida 
war;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions. 

Also,  a  petition  in  behalf  of  Charles  Morgan, 
praying  eompenastion  for  the  servioes  of  himself 
and  his  father  during  the  revnlqtionary  war;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  lUvolutionary 
Claims. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  presented  a  memorial  from 
the  President  and  trustees  of  the  Indiana  Uni- 
versity, praying  a  grant  of  land  equivalent  to  that 
to  which  that  institution  was  entitled  under  a  law 
of  Congress  of  1816,  but  failed  to  receive;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 
Also,  a  memorial  from  a  number  of  citizens  of 
Indiana,  praying  for  a  grant  of  land  to  secure  the 
extension  of  the  Wabash  and  ^rie  canal,  from 
its  present  termination  to  the  Ohio  river;  also,  a 
memorial  from  forty-three  Senators  of  Indiana, 
on.  the  same  subject;  which  were  referred  to  the 
Conuuittee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  DAYTON  presented  a  petition  from  Mary 
MeCall,  widow  of  William  C.  MeCall,  late  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  praying  to  be 
restored  to  the  pension  roll;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Alao,  a  petition  from  Susan  McCulloch,  widow 
of  George  B.  McCulloch,  late  •  lieutenant  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  praying  to  be  re- 
stored to  the  pension  roll;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  presented  a  memorial 
from  Jonathan  Want  &  Co.,  of  New  York,  pray- 
ing Congress  to  indemnify  them  for  losses  sus- 
tained in  consequence  of  naving  to  return  to  the 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States  stock  to  the 
amount  of  |360,940  82,  which  was  illegally  is- 
sued by  the  Register  of  the  Treastuy ;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  op  Finance. 

NOTICES  OF  BItLS. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on 
the  earliest  day  practicable,  ask  leave  to  introduce 
a  joint  resolution  to  amend  the  Constitution  of 


judge. 


the  United  States,  so  as  to  limit  the  term  of  the 
!S  of  the  United  States  courts, 
r.  DAYTON  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on 
to-morrow,  ask  leave  to  brine  in  a  bill  to  settle 
the  claim  to  the  Pea  Patch  Island,  in  the  Dela- 
ware river. 

Mr.  BARROW  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on 
to-morrow, ask  leave  to  bringin  a  bill  rookingan 
appropriation  for  the  improvement  of  the  navi- 
gation of  the  Mississippi  and  Missouri  rivers. 

Mr.  PORTER  irave  notice  that  he  would  ask 
leave  to  report  biHa,  not  distinctly  heard. 

Mr.  FULTON  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on 
to-morrow,  ask  leave  tn  introducea  bill  allowing 
drawback  upon  foreign  merchandise  exported  in 
original  package  to  Chihiiahsa  and  Santa  Vi,  in 
Mexico;  and  a  bill  (ot  the  relief  of  sundry  eiti- 
cens  of  Arkansas,  who  lost  thehr  improvements 
in  consequence  of  the  treaty  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Clioctaw  Indians. 

Mr.  ATCHISON  gave  noUee  that  he  wouU, 
on  the  earliest  day  pnicticable,  ask  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  to  authorize  the  occupation,  and  to  en- 
courage the  settlement,  of  the  Oregon  Territory. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  gave  notice  that  he 
would,  nn  to-morrow,  ask  leave  to  bringin  a  bill 
to  regulate  the  appointment  of  the  Assistant  Post- 
masters General  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  MILLER  gave  notice  that  he  would,  as 
early  as  practicable,  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
makingapprnpriation  forthe  support  of  an  insane 
hospital  in  the  District  of  Columbia;  and  a  bill 
making  appropriation  for  repaving  and  repairing 
Pennsylvania  avenue,  in  the  city  of  Washington. 

BICL8  IltTRODUCED. 

Mr.  BARROW  introduced  a  joint  resolution 
(which  was  read  twice  and  referred)  proposing 
to  detail  from  the  corps  of  engineers  in  the  servioe 
of  the  United  States,  a  competent  officer,  for  the 
purpose  of  making  an  examination  and  survey  of 
the  mouihoftheRed  river,  with  a  view  to  determ- 
ine on  the  best  mode  of  removing  the  bar  and 
otherobstructions  to  said  river,  and  appropriiuing 
|2,0U0  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  BATES,  agreeable  to  notice,  and  on  leave, 
introduced  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry  New- 
man; which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committtee  on  Public  Lands. 

Also,  a  bill  lo  refund  the  balance  due  Masaa- 
ehusetts  for  disbursements  during  the  late  war 
with  Great  Briuin;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Afloirs. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  HEFBHRKD. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BERRIEN,  it  was 
Ordtrcd,  That  Uie  laemnrial  orGeneml  Duncan  L.  Cnineh, 
praying  to  lie  indemnldsd  far  loa»e>  auaiained  by  him  In 
coaaeiiaeBce  of  bia  property  keinf  oecupiad  aa  a  ■Ulitsry 
post  by  Ilia  Onited  8iatea,  b«  uken  from  the  Alea  nt  Uis 
8eiisi«,and  refetrsd  to  ibe  0>iiimittae  on  Claiau. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BERRIEN,  it  was 
Ordarad,  That  the  memorial  of  John  M.  Meloloab.  pcar- 
ing  to  be  reauuenuad  for  propwtjr  dextroyed  by  the  IJoUed 
Suites  tnx>pa  in  Florida,  be  taken  l>om  lbs  filea  of  lbs  Sen- 
ate, and  refened  to  Ike  Comuiittee  on  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KING,  it  was 

Ordcrad,  Tluit  the  petition  snd  psper*  of  Joeepli  M.  Her- 
nandex,  concerning  Jiia  claim  againat  Uie  Uuited  Statea,  Iw 
taken  from  the  Olu  of  the  Senate,  and  referred  to  the  Com 
Bittee  on  Claima. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WALKER,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  John  Onnt,  late  of  N«w 
Orleani,  Loui*iana,-prayiiig  for  penuiyaloo  to  a ue  the  Uni- 
ted Biatea  fhr  damagea  Incarred  by  a  breach  of  bia  cootrael, 
be  taken  from  the  filea  of  the  Seuatr,  and  refened  to  Ibe 
t^mmiltee  on  tbe  Judieiary. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FAIRFIELD,  it  was 
Oritrtd,  That  the  peUtlon  of  Noah  Miller,  praying  le- 
muoeration  for  the  capture  of  a  verael  during  Uie  late  war 
with  Great  Britain,  he  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 


On  motion  of  Mr.  PULTON,  it  Was 
Orierti,  That  the  rerolullona  of  the  Legialatiire  of  Ar|[- 
anaaa,  inatiucting  tlie  Senaton  and  reqneatitig  the  ReprS- 
aentativea  from  diat  Stale  to  vou  for  the  reaUiaUon  to 
General  Jackaon  of  the  amoaal  of  the  6n«  ImpoiMt  by  Judge 
Hall,  be  Uken  from  the  filta  of  the  Besate,  and  lefeiied  19 
the  Commitiee  on  the  Judiciary. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ARCHER,  it  was 

Ordered,  Thu  the  papera  in  the  caae  of  Farrow  k  Hsf- 
ria  be  taken  from  Iba  Alea  of  Ibe  Senate,  and  referred  to  Ibe 
Committee  on  Claima. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PORTER,  leave  was  gimnled 
to  withdraw  from  the  files  the  papers  relative  to 
the  claim  of  John  Martin. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WOODBURY,  the  resolt*- 
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tion  of  the  Legislature  of  New  Hampshire  for 
restoring  to  General  Jackson  the  fine  of  $1,000, 
which  was  presented  by  him  on   Moniliiy  last, 
was  taken  from  the  table,  and  referred   to   the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 
REFERENCE  OF  PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  it  was 
Ordtrii,  That  in  much  of  the  Presideiit's  mesFRge  M  re- 
Inles  to  the  subject  offlriance  be  rclerrud  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  ARCHER,  it  was 
Oriered,  Thnl  so  much  of  llic  nicasaje  Us  relates  in  for- 
eign aSairs  be  referreil  lo  llie  (Juiumillue  on  Foreign  Bela 
lions. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  it  was 
Ordrredy  'i'ital  sn  much  of  Ule  messa<;e  as  relates  lo  enm- 
nietcc  and  navigation  be  referred  lolht  Cuiniuittec  on  Coui- 
lucrce. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  MILLER,' it  was 
Ordered,  Thai  eo  much  of  the  President's  messaje  as  re- 
lates in  tlic  niatrict  nf  Cnlunibia  be  referred  to  the  Uoiu- 
niiltec  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WHITE,  it  was 
Ordered,  Thai  so  much  oflhe  President's  message  as  re- 
lales  lo  the  condition  of  the  Indian  tribes  be  referred  lo  ihe 
Committee  on  Indian  AtTairs. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  it  was 
Ordered,  Thai  so  much  of  Ihe  President's  message  as  re- 
lates to  military  aSUirs  be  referred  to  the  Uomiuiuee  on 
Military  Affairs. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  JARNAGIN,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  four  hundred  cilra  copies  of  the  report  of 
Ihe  Postmaster  General  be  primed  for  Uie  use  of  the  Post 
Office  Department. 

RESOLUTIONS. 
Mr.  BENTON  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which,  under  the  rule,  lies  one  day  on  the 
table: 

Retained,  Thai  the  Prwidem  of  the  United  States  Ui  re- 
quested to  cause  to  be  coinmunicaied  lo  the  Senate  all  the 
information  in  the  War  Department  on  the  subjecl  of  the 
"  mountain  howitzer"  obtained  by  Lieutenant  Fremont 
from  the  arsenal  at  St.  Louis,  in  May  last,  and  taken  by  him 
on  xftB  expedition  lo  the  Oregon. 

Mr.  BREESE  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  lies  on  the  table  one  day,  under  the 
rule: 

Retained,  Tlial  Ihe  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested to  inform  the  Senate  why  the  act  of  Congress  of 
Ihe  Will  of  June,  1834,  entitled  "An  act  lo  create  addi- 
tional land  districu  in  the  Slates  of  Illinois  and  Miss'iuri, 
and  in  the  territory  iiorlli  of  the  State  of  Illinois,"  lias  not 
been  carried  into  effect,  and  the  sales  of  the  lands  llierein 
ordered,  as  required  by  the  provisions  of  said  act. 

Mr.  EVANS  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which,  by  general  consent,  was  then  consid- 
ered and  agreed  to: 

Retohed,  That  the  annual  report  oflhe  Secretary  oflhe 
Treasury  on  the  Anances  be  referred  lo  llie  (^^oinmiltee  oti 
Finance,  except  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  adimiiintion 
ot  the  expenses  of  collecting  the  revenue  by  abolishing 
■ume  of  the  collection  dislrict-s  and  some  of  the  olfices  in 
other  districts ;  and  so  nineh  as  relates  todillics  on  tonnage, 
'  and  light  money,  and  Ihe  appropriation  of  tile  same  ;  and 
-  so  much  as  relates  to  the  "  imposition  of  a  transit  duty  upon 
Imported  merchandise  on  its  passage  from  one  of  our  ports 
lo  tlic  dominions  of  a  foreign  Stale  iinmcdiately  adjoining 
the  United  Stales;"  and  so  much  thereof  a^  relates  in  a 
warehouse  system,  and  lo  the  establishment  of  a  port  of  en- 
try on  the  southwestern  frontier ; — which  several  subjocts 
are  hereby  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  ;  and 
except,  also,  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  a  more  prompt 
and  convimicnt  mode  of  proceeding  to  obtain  judicial  con- 
demnation of  goods  of  small  value,  which  have  heenscixed 
as  having  been  illegally  imported  ;  and  so  much  as  recom- 
oiends  a  right  of  appeal  on  bcln-ilf  of  the  United  Slntesfrom 
the  circuit  court  to  the  Supreme  Court,  in  cases  involving 
the  construction  of  the  revenue  laws;  nnd  so  much  as  re- 
lates lo  the  fees  of  the  clerks  of  the  circuit  and  district 
courts; — whicli  several  subjects  are  hereby  referred  lo  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  ;  and  except  also  so  much  of 
the  said  report  as  relates  to  the  consolidation  of  two  or  more 
surveying  dtsiricts,  and  the  discontinuance  of  the  land  of- 
fices in  certain  cases  ;  wliich  is  hereby  relerrcd  to  llie  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  HENDERSON  submitted  the  following 
resolution;  wlfkhlies  on  the  table  one  day,  under 
the  rule: 

Retotved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  is 
hereby,  directed  to  furnish  the  Senate  a  statement  showing 
what  amount  of  money  is  now  due,  unpaid  to  the  Stale  of 
Mississippi,  from  the  United  States,  on  account,  respect- 
ively, of  the  two  per  cent,  fund,  the  Itiree  per  cent,  fund, 
and  the  distribution  fund,  arising  from  sales  of  the  public 
lands  in  the  said  Stale,  on  aecountof  each  of  these  several 
funds,  since  July,  1841 — showing  the  several  dates  of  pay- 
ment, to  whom  paid,  upon  what  order  or  authority,  and  ex- 
hibiting all  llie  correspondence  which  has  taken  place  in 
respect  to  each  of  said  funds  between  the  Treasury  De- 
partment and  any  ofiicer  or  department  of  the  said  State  of 
Mississippi. 

The  fiillowin»  resolutions,  submitted  by  Mr. 


Baerow  on  Mondajr  Ia«t,  were  taken  up  for  eon- 
sideration : 

Retotved,  That  the  Seereury  of  Ihe  Nary  be  directed  to 
lay  before  the  Senate  the  plan  and  estimate  for  a  perma- 
nent wharf  at  Pensacola  navy-yard,  as  designed  by  James 
llerron,  civil  engineer,  and  approved  by  the  naval  com- 
mandant of  the  atation,  aciing  under  the  ituttuctioni  of  the 
Ntivy  Department. 

,atid  tt  it/itrllitrTet»ti)td,  Tliat  the  Seereury  oT^ie  Navjr 
iMtrucI  Mr.  Herron  In  prepare,  fur  tbe  purpnee  of  being 
transmitted  to  the  Senate,  the  plan  of  such  a  dock,  marine 
railway,  or  oilier  suitable  wor|c,  as  shall,  in  Uie  opinion  of 
soma  enfiiiecr,  btt  best  adapted  to  the  locality,  and  afford 
the  greiuest  flicilily  ftir  the  thorough  repair  of  ships  of  war 
at  Penaacoia  aecnsipanied  by  an  estimate  of  the  probable 
cost  of  conatruciing  such  work  in  Uie  most  pcruuuient 
manner. 

Mr.  BARROW  moved  tbe  following  oa  a  sub- 
stitute for  the  second  resolution: 

^■d  he  Itfuriker  retolvd,  4-c.,  That  tile  Seereury  nfthe 
Navy  transmit  to  ihe  Senate  such  a  plan  of  a  dock,  marine 
railway,  or  other  suitable  work,  lo  be  prepared  by  a  com- 
petent ciril  engineer,  aa  shall  be,  in  the  opinion  of  said  en- 
gineer, beat  adapted  to  the  locality,  and  alTunl  the  greatest 
tacililica  for  the  construction  and  tliorougll  repair  of  allipaof 
war,  at  the  navy-yard  at  Pensacola ;  a.ccompanied  by  aa 
estimate  oflhe  probable  cost  of  conainicting  such  work  in 
tbe  most  permanent  manner. 

CHEROKEE  BOARD. 
The  resolutions  submitted  by  Mr;  Jarwagik 
on  Monday  last,  calling  upon  the  Secretary  of 
War  for  certain  information  touch  ing  the  businesa 
transacted  by  tbe  Board  of  Commtsaionera  ap- 
pointed toaettle  claimsunder  theCherokee  treaty, 
came  up  for  conaideration;  and,  after  a  few  objec- 
tions by  Mr.  KING  aa  to  tbe  form  of  the  call, 
were  again  laid  on  tbe  table. 

DEATH  07  HON.  B.  BDRNELL. 

A  mesaafie  waa  received  from  the  House  of 
Representativea,  by  the  hands  of  Mr.  McNoLtt, 
their  Clerk,  informing  the  Senate  of  the  adoption 
by  that  body  of  certain  resolutions  in  testimony 
of  respect  for  the  memory  of  Hon.  BaasBa  Boa- 
NELL,  deceased ,  late  a  Representatire  from  tbe 
State  of  Maasachusetla. 

Mr.  BATES.  Mr.  President,  as  many  Sena- 
tors are  now  present  to  whom  Mr.  BtniKBLL  waa 
not  personally  known,  it  is  proper  I  should  state 
In  few  words  wbo  and  what  Mr.  BcaiiBU.  wa*. 
He  represented  the  district  in  Massachusetts 
which  was  so  long  and  so  effectively  represented 
by  the  Hon.  John  Reed,  his  immediate  predeces- 
sor. He  was  an  inhabitant,  and  I  believe  a  na- 
tive, of  tbe  Island  of  Nantucket.  He  waa  a  gen- 
tleman of  singular  purity  of  life  and  character; 
open,  direct,  manly,  anil  patriotic  in  his  views 
and  aima— utterly  abhorring  whatever  he  deemed 
sinister,  or  aelfisn  and  wrong.  He  waa  ardent  in 
his  temperament,  yet  kind,  humane,  and  gener- 
ous. Hia  mind  and  his  attainments  were  of  a 
bigb  order.  No  man  in  Gongresa  belter  under- 
stood than  he  did  tbe  great  navigating  and  com- 
mercial interests  of  the  country ;  or  labored  more 
assiduously  than  be  to  promote  and  advance 
them. 

Mr.  BuKtrsLL  very  early  in  life  was  elected  a 
member  nf  the  House  of  Representatives  in  his 
native  State,  and  waa  for  several  years  a  member 
of  the  Senate.  ^When  General  Harrison  was  in- 
augurated President,  he  took  bis  seat  for  the  first 
time  in  Congress.  He  was  one  of  the  four  gen- 
tlemen wbo  were,  on  the  first  ballot,  elected  to 
the  present  Congress  by  a  constituency,  than 
which  1  know  of  none  more  worthy,  and  by  a 
vote  of  approval  which  was  tbe  crowning  bonor 
of  his  life. 

During  the  long  seaaion,  Mr.  Bcrnell  injured 
his  health  by  a  too  anxious  and  prolonged  devo- 
tion to  business.  He  was  worse  tbe  last  session; 
and  aAer  tbe  close  of  it,  remained  in  this  city. 
Although  m  the  almost  daily  hope  and  expecta- 
tion of  returning  home  to  the  embraees  of  bia 
friends,  he  waa  not  able.  He  died  in  June,  by  a 
recurrence  of  hemorrhi^e  of  the  lungs.  JHbrtrnt 
reminiitilar  wli;got.  Not  unly  remembering  bis 
island  borne,  he  died  in  the  Christian's  faith, and 
in  the  Chriatian'a  hope.  He  left  a  widow,  (a 
lady  with  whom  it  is  the  happiness  of  some  of 
us  to  have  been  acquainted,)  and,  I  nnderatand, 
a  son  of  much  promise;  to  whom,  as  also  to  tbe 
numerous  friends  of  the  deoeased,  a  just  tribute 
of  lespeot  for  hia  memory  by  tbe  Senate  of  the 
Unitea  States  cannot  fail  to  be  grateful  and  con- 
solatory. 

Mr.  B.  then  offered  tbe  following  rcsolutionat 

JUsaliied,  That  tbe  Senate  baa  received  with  deep  lenil- 


bility  the  commanicafion  fVom  tbe  Honseof  Repreeentativea, 
announcing  tbe  death  of  the  Hon.  BsHxaa  Buxivkli.,  of 
Massachusetia,  wbu  wiu  a  member  of  tlie  last  Congrees, 
and,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  a  member  elect  of  tbe  preaeat 
Congress. 

Retoleed,  That  in  token  of  sincere  respect  for  the  otem- 
ory  of  the  deceased,  tbe  Senate  and  iu  officers  will  wear 
crape  upon  the  left  arm  for  thirty  days. 

The  resolutions  were  concurred  in;  and 
Tbe  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
THvaaoAT,  DecetiAtr  14, 1843. 

After  prayer  by  Rev.  S.  TirtTiK,  Chaplain  to 
the  Senate, 

The  minutes  of  yesterday  were  read  by  th« 
Clerk. 

Mr.  Adani  having  yesterday  been  exeuaed 
from  aerving  on  the  Committee  on  Manofaeturea, 
his  place  was  this  day  supplied  by  tbe  appoint- 
ment of  Mr.  GaiNNELL. 

Mr.  A.  y.  BaowK  having  been  gubalituted  for 
Mr.  Patwc  as  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Priv- 
ileges and  Elections,  that  committee  now  standa 
thus: 

Messrs.  Elmer,  Sehenck,,  A.  A.  Chapmaa, 
Newton,  Hamlin,  Ellis,  Douglas,  O.  Davis,  and 
A.  V.  Brown. 

DEATH  OV  HON.  B.  BUKNELL. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  '  At  the  second  session  of  Ibe 
Twenty-Seventh  Congress,  it  became  my  painftil 
duty,  amidst  the  arduous  labors  and  important 
deliberations  of  the  House,  to  announce  the  de- 
cease of  one  of  my  then  colleagues,  a  member  of 
the  House  from  the  Commonwealth  of  Masaa- 
chusetts. 

The  same  melancholy  service  baa  now  devolved 
upon  me  again;  and  at  tbe  very  threshold  of  a 
new  Congress — when  every  heart  should  bound 
with  hope  that  the  legislation  of  the  nation  baa 
Allien  into  hands  busily  intent,  and  abundantly 
qualified,  to  advance  the  prosperity  and  promote 
ute  general  welfare  of  this  great  community — the 
heart  is  saddened  with  the  reflection  that  one  of 
our  number,  among  the  mpst  ardent,  zealous,  up- 
right, and  Intelligent  cooperators  with  us  for  the 
accompliabment  of  that  glorious  purpose — tbe 
happiness  of  thte  people,  has  been  taken  from  ua 
in  the  midst  of  his  useful  and  honorable  career, 
cut  down  by  the  scythe  of  Death. 

I  am  to  communicate  to  this  House  the  demise 
of  Barker  Bdrnell,  late  an  active  and  efficient 
member  of  the  Twenty-Seventh  Congress,  and, 
by  the  suffrages  nf  an  enlarged  constituency,  dea- 
tined  (had  bo  it  pleased  the  omnipotent  Disposer 
of  events^  to  take  an  active,  vigilant,  and  labori- 
ous part  in  the  proceeding  of  the  Congress  now 
firatassembled  in  these  Halls.  Such  has  not  been 
the  will  of  Heaven.  This  Hall  shall  hear  hia 
voice  no  more. 

He  was  a  native  of  Nantucket,  a  small  island 
of  the  ocean  appendant  totheStateof.Massaebu- 
aetts,  long  renowned  as  the  mother  of  a  race  of 
men,  for  unblemished  integrity,  for  perilous  en- 
terprise, for  energy  of  exertion  and  hardihood  of 
endurance,  unsurpassed  by  any  other  portion  of 
the  dwellers  upon  this  terraqueous  globe.  In  say- 
ing this,  I  do  out  repeat,  in  hnmbler  strain  and 
simpler  language,  the  magnificenttribute  of  iustioe 
to  the  forefathers  of  the  present  age,  nearly  sev- 
enty years  since  pronounced  by  the  most  eloquent 
lips  nat  ever  graced  the  British  House  of  Com- 
mons. The  panegyric  of  Edmund  Burke  upon 
the  Nantucket  whalemen  ofhis  age  has  resounded 
in  every  corner  of  the  earth  where  the  English 
language  is  spoken  or  understood.  It  has  stood 
the  teat  of  time,  and  will  be  cherished  in  the  mem- 
ory of  man  so  long  as  that  language  shall  live  to 
express  tbe  thougbta  of  tbe  wise,  the  benevolent, 
and  tbe  free. 

Sir,  the  islanders  of  Nantucket,  our  oolempo- 
raries,  have  not  degenerated  from  the  virtuea  of 
their  fathers;  and  of  that  race  of  men  Mr.  Bnaii- 
CLL  was  the  worthy  representative  on  this  toor. 
Bom  and  nurtured  among  them,  as  one  of  them- 
selves, and  chosen  by  their  voluntary,  unbougbt 
suffrages,  he  reflected  upon  the  deliberative  coun- 
cils of  the  nation  the  express  image  of  their  char- 
acter. He  had  represented  them  before  in  both 
branches  of  the  Legislature  of  his  native  Com- 
monwealth. Those  of  us  now  present  who  held 
seau  in  this  Hall  at  the  last  Congreaa  have  seen 
and  heard  him  here.    Two  yean  from  last  May 
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.he  came,  full  of  life  and  hope  and  vigorous  en-  I 
•rey.  to  serve  his  country  as  a  trusty  councilor; 
and  faitlifully  did  he  fulfill  that  trust.  So  thought 
his  constituenia  who,  with  the  increased  numbers 
of  congenial  spirits  on  the  adjoining  continent, 
had,  Vilb  a  confidence  in  him  riveted  by  experi- 
ence, reeoramitted  the  charee  of  theirintcrcsts  to 
his  hands,  already  enfeebled  by  that  insidious 
disease  which  was  hurrying  him  to  the  tomb! 
During  a  great  part  of  the  last  session  of  Congress 
he  was  disabled  for  attendance  in  his  seat;  and  at 
the  close  of  that  Congress  he  wasr  left  in  the  con- 
finement of  a  sick  chamber.  There,  on  the  latof 
May  last,  I  took  leave  of  him,  in  the  tender  and 
affectionate  nursing  care  of  a  partner  worthy  of 
himself,  and  to  whom  his  life  was  more  precious 
than  her  own.  1  left  him  with  a  yet  lingering 
hope  that  ye  might,  under  happier  auspices,  meet 
here  again.  That  hope  was  doomed  to  disap- 
pointment; his  dissolution  was  near  at  hand;  and 
on  the  15th  of  June  last  he  expired,  far  from  his 
beloved  native  island,  but  with  alt  the  appliances 
of  domestic  love  and  friendly  kindness  thai  could 
•mooth  the  bed  of  death— 

. "  By  alrwigen  baawt  sad  kjr  suingers  noiim'il." 

Mr.  A.  concluded  by  offering  the  following  res- 
olutions: 

JtosiM',  Thst  this  HnoM  hM  heard  wilh  deep  unal- 
bilily  Ike  snnaneiBUaa  of  the  decease,  in  this  city,  on  the 
ISlh  of  Jane  Ian,  nf  the  Hon.  PASKia  BaaKiL,  a  mem- 
ber eteet  ofikie  Hoose  from  the  ConuuonwealUi  of  HiMa- 
ehuwtu. 

lI«Mlreil,  That  dib  House  tendxn  tn  the  tarvivinf  wiilnw 
and  rKlaUves  of  the  deceased  the  exprewion  of  its  sympa- 
thy on  this  ^fllicUng  hereaveoieoi ;  and,  as  a  teKlmuny  of 
respect  for  the  moMiory  nf  Uie  dect^nsed,  the  nieoibers  Hriil 
ofllceni  of  the  Huase  will  wear  crape  on  Uie  Icll  arm  fur 
thirty  diys. 

Haolvri,  That,  as  a  Oiribrr  mark  nf  respect  for  the  mem- 
ory of  the  deceased,  the  Hun^c  Ao  now  ailjiHirn. 
t     Ordered,  That  tlie  (Cleric  do  inform  Uie  deoate  thereof. 

The  resolutions  were  unanimously  agreed  to; 
and  the  Hotiae  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
Fridat.  Deennier  15,  1843. 

The  PRESIDENT  laid  befxre  the  Senate  a 
message  from  the  President  of  (he  United  States, 
transmitting  in  compliance  with  a  rvsolutinn  of 
the  Senate  of  the  23d  of  February  last,  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  nccoinpani^d  by 
B  catalogue  of  books;  which  was  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

PETITIOrre  AND  MEMORIALS. 

Mr.  BARROW  presented  a  memorial  from  a 
namber  of  citizens  of  Louisiana,  praying  the 
passage  of  a  law  aullinriziiig  the  remounting  of 
the  second  regiment  of  dragoons;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affiiirs. 

Mr.  CUOATE  presented  a  memorial  from  D. 
Applaton  and  others,  bookseller*  and  publishers 
in  the  United  States,  praying  the  passage  of  a 
law  on  the  sabjeet  of  literary  property;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Also,  a  petition  from  Oeorge  F.  Pearson,  a 
commander  in  the  United  Slates  Navy,  praying 
that  he  may  be  established  in  his  proper  rank  in 
the  Navy;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affaire. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Mary  J.  Babbit,  praying 
to  be  restored  to  the  naval  pension  roll;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Also,  a  petition  from  Henry  Hatch  and  others, 
of  Boston,  on  the  subject  of  Frencii  spoliations 
prior  to  1800;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Affairs. 

Mr.  ATCHISON  presented  several  memorials 
adopted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  Missouri; 
as  (ollowa: 

A  memorial  in  fivor  of  the  relatablishment  of 
the  second  regiment  of  dragoons;  which  was  re- 
ferrsd  to  the  Committee  on  Miliianr  Affairs. 

A  memorial  respecting  achool lands;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

A  memorial  asking  for  the  establishment  of  an 
additional  military  post  between  Porta  Scott  and 
Leavenworth;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs. 

A  memorial  oa  the  subject  of  improving  the 
navigation  of  Iha  western  rivers;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

A  memorial  respecting  American  waler-rottad 
hemp;  which  was  refernd  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs. 


Also  presented  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of 
Missouri  in  relation  to  the  boundary  between 
that  Stale  and  Iowa  Territory. 

Mr.  A.  moved  that  the  paper  be  refbrred  to  a 
select  committee  of  three. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  remarked  that  this  sub- 
ject belonged  prnpealy  to  the  Committee  on  ^e 
Judiciary.  He  saw  no  objection  to  its  taking  the 
usual  course.  Unless  the  Senator  from  Missouri 
had  some  reason  to  give  why  that  reference 
should  be  departed  from,  he  hoped  it  wouU  be 
adhered  to. 

Mr.  ATCHISON  sahi  that  this  waa  an  act 
passed  by  the  General  Assemby  of  Missouri, 
appointing  a  commissioner  lojoin  a  commission- 
er on  the  part  of  the  Federal  Government,  to  set- 
tle this  disputed  question  of  boundary.  The 
reason  for  wishing  the  reference  he  proposed 
was,  because  he  saw  no  more  propriety  in  refer- 
ring it  to  any  standing  committee  than  to  a  select 
committee  who  could  devote  their  especial  and 
undivided  attention  to  the  subject.  If  the  Sen- 
ator from  Coirtiecticut  could  show  him  any  im- 
propriety in  the  reference  proposed,  be  would 
eheerfnily  withdraw  his  motion,  and  let  the  paper 
go  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  replied,  that  it  bad  been 
the  usual  practice  of  thai  body  to  refer  questions 
of  boundary  tn  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said,  he  would  suggest  to 
the  Senator  from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Atchison,]  that 
the  cuslnm  of  that  body  was  different  from  the 
invariable  practice  of  the  State  Legislatures;  and 
unless  there  were  special  circumaiancrs  to  induce 
audi  a  course,  a  subject  was  never  reft-rrcd  lu  a 
sel<-ct  eommiilee.  The  quesiinn  of  the  boundary 
between  Michigan  and  Ohio  was  referred  to  the 
Judiciary  Cnmmitipe.  Such  a  question  aa  that 
of  llie  boundary  between  Misaoiiri  anil  Inwn 
should,  according  lo  the  practice  of  the  Senate, 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 
And  he  suggrsted  to  the  Senator  wlioher  he 
would  not  haves  butter  prospect  of  succeeding  in 
the  object  he  had  in  view,  by  that  referencr,  than 
by  submitting  ji  to  a  select  rommltipe,  of  which 
■he  honorable  Senator  wniild  himselfprnbably  be 
chairman.  He  had  no  nlijertinn  ihat  the  subject 
should  he  suliinitt^d  to  n  select  committee,  but 
he  had  merely  thrown  nut  the  siigeestinn  tn  the 
honoralile  Senator,  on  the  ground  that  it  would 
be  not  only  more  cniisonniit  to  the  practice  of  the 
Senate,  but  that  it  would  really  accomplish  the 
Senator's  object  better,  by  referring  the  matter  to 
the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  ATCHISON  withdrew  his  motion;  and 
the  paper  was  referred  lo  the  Committee  on  the 
Judieiiiry. 

Mr.  WALKER  presented  the  petition  of'Jo- 
ieph  d«  In  Francio,  praying^remuneration  for 
arms  purchased  for  the  use  of  certain  independent 
citizens  of  Florida  in  1810,  under  the  conventional 
Government;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary.  ^ 

Mr.  FAIRFIELD  presented  additional  testi- 
mony in  support  of  the  claim  of  Joseph  Veszy; 
which,  with  the  original  documents  on  the  files 
of  the  Senate,  were  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Pensions. 

NOTICE  OF  A  BILL. 

Mr.  KING  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on  to- 
morrow, aak  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for. the  re- 
lief of  CaruUiie  E.  Cuthrell,  of  the  Slate  of  Ala- 
bama. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  PORTER,  agreeable  to  notice,  and  on 
leave;  introduced  a  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled 
*■  An  act  to  estabtisli  ihe  northern  boundary  line 
of  the  Stale  of  Ohio,  and  to  provide  for  the  ad- 
mission of  the  State  of  Michigan  into  Ihe  Union, 
upon  the  condition  therein  expressed, "spproved 
in  1836;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Also,  a  bill  relating  to  the  office  of  surveyor 
general  fortheStatesof  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Mich- 
igan; which  waa  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  FULTON,  aereeably  to  notice  given,  and 
on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  allowing  drawback 
upon  foreign  merchandise  exported  in  original 
packages  to  Chihuahua  and  Santa  F<,  in  Mexico; 
which  waa  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce. 

Also,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  sundry  aitisen*  of 


Arkansas,  who  loat  their  improTementa  in  eon- 
sequence  of  the  treaty  between  the  United  Siataa 
and  the  Choclaw  Indiana;  which  waa  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  agreeably  to  notice 
given,  and  on  leave,  introduced  a  hill  relating  to 
the  appointment  of  the  assistants  lo  the  Postmos- 
ter  General,  (providing  that  they  shall  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  bv 
and  with  the  advice  and  eonaent  of  the  Senate;) 
which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

_Mr.  MILLER,  agreeably  to  notice  heretofore 
given,  and  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  providing 
for  the  insiuie  asylum  in  the  District  of  Columbia; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  WALKER,  in  pursuance  of  notice,  and 
on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  transfer  to  the  State 
of  Mississippi  certain  inundated  lands,  for  the 
use  of  a  levee,  from  the  southern  boundary  of 
the  State  lo  the  mouth  of  the  Yazoo  river;  which 
was  resd  tifice,  and  referred  lo  the  Committee, 
on  Public  Lands. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  RIPBRREO. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WOODBURY,  it  waa 
Ordersrl,  That  the  petition  of  DavldCnrrlerfbrapensiOB, 

he  taken  Iran  the  lies,  and  reArred  M  the  Ooamitlae  oa 

Pensions. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BREESE,  it  waa 
OriUred,  That  the  inemorial  adopted  by  the  Oeneral  As- 
sembly nf  Illinois,  on  iha  aahjaet  at  iaipraviiit  Ihe  navigs- 
tion  of  th«  Miiwisai|,pl,  bo  taken  from  ilie  Ales  of  the  Smi- 
ate,  and  referred  to  Uie  Coiaaiittee  on  Comoierce. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MOREHEAD,  it  waa 
On<«rsd,  That  dm  petition  sf  ihs  eiiiseas  of  Fadoeah, 
Kentucky,  praying  that  llic'nottiuaiter  at  that  place  may 
be  neeiired  from  Iom  by  the  denroclion  of  the  post  office  t^ 
fire  ii«  taken  from  ilie'ftle*,  and  refbrred  to  the  Coramftte* 
uu  the  PiMt  Omcs  and  Pmi  Knads. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CHOATE,  it  was 
Onlere*.  That  Uie  petition  and  gapen  of  Enoch  Baldwla 
be  taken  Ircim  die  Ales  of  the  Senau,  and  rafened  la  Ifes 
<^Hlllnittl:r  nn  tJninmerce ;  and  that  the  petition  of  4hJiis 
&  <.*•>.,  prnyrng  fiir  the  return  of  certain  duties,  be  taken 
from  the  files  and  refeired  to  the  Committee  on  Pinsaee.. 

SMITHSONIAN  BEQUEST. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CHOATE,  it  waa 

Oritrtd,  That  an  much  of  the  President's  measafe  aa  »- 

tales  to  the  Smitbsoaian  bequest  b«  referrad  to  tiM  Om- 

■nitlee  on  the  Library. 

CULTURE  OF  HEMP. 

Mr.  MOREHEAD  said,  that  on  the  last  day 
of  the  last  session  of  Congress  he  presented  a 
bill,'  the  object  of  which  was  to  authorize  the 
iranslatingofapamphletin  the  Russian  language, 
which  treated  largely  on  the  cultivation  and  man- 
ut'aciure  of  hemp.  It  was  so  late  in  the  session 
that  it  could  not  be  acted  on;  but  since  th«  laat 
session  that  document  had  been  tranalated,and 
was  communicated  to  Congress  wilh  the  Presi- 
dent's message.  He  need  not  say  that  the  aub> 
jcet  of  Ihe  culture  of  hemp  waa  or  great  import- 
ance to  the  United  Slates;  and  eapeeially  waa  it 
of  increasing  importance  to  the  people  of  two  or 
three  of  the  western  States.  The  people  of  those 
Stalea  are  extremely  anxious  t«  proeare  all  the 
information  to  be  had  upon  the  subject  of  tho 
manufacture  of  thia  article.  Iniumoch  aa  the  re- 
port of  the  Secretary,  which  this  pamphlet  ac- 
companied, waa  now  going  to  press,  a  proper 
time  had  arrived  to  move  the  printiiif  of  an  extra 
quantity  of  thatpamphlelalone.  He,  therefore, 
roae  for  the  pttrpose  of  moving  that  four  or  Ave 
hundred  additional  copies  of  it  be  printed  forihe 
use  nf  the  members  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  KING  said  he  would  be  the  last  roan  to 
withhold  firom  the  people  of  this  eoiuMry,  en- 
gaged in  any  brantdi  of  industry,  information  in 
the  possession  of  Congress  that  would  be  of  aer- 
vice  to  them  in  advancing  their  business;  but  be 
suggested  whether  they  had  not  already  gone  aa 
.far  aa  they  should  go.  They  had  already  ordered 
fifteen  hundred  copiea  extra  of  the  documentaac- 
ipanying  the  message,  of  which  this  waa  one. 
bad  no  doubt,  if  this  document  was  of  auth 
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general  importance,  that  the  newapapera  in  every 
village  would  publish  such  portions  of  it  aa  would 
give  to  the  cultivators  of  hemp  all  the  infoma- 
tioh  afforded  by  iL  He  waa  opposed  to  incur- 
ring an  expenae  for  extra  printing,  nnlesa  the 
expenditure  wotild  aubserve  anna  benefit  to  the 
country. 
After  a  few  nmaiks  by  Mr.  MOR^IEAD  in 
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faror  of  his  proposition,  the  question  was  put  on 
printing  four  hundred  copies  of  the  pamphlet 
alone,  and  carried  in  the  nffirmatiTe. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  that  when  the  Senate 
adjourns,  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday  next. 
EXECUTIVE  SESSION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BAVARD,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  executive  business; 
and  after  a  session  of  half  an  hour  therein,  the 
Sisoate  resumed  its  legislative  business. 

DEATH  or  HON.  JOHN  MILLEN. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Hnuse  of  Rep- 
resentatives by  the  hands  of  Mr.  McNdltt,  their 
Clerk,  informing  the  Senate  of  the  adoption  by 
that  body  of  certain  resolutions  in  testimony  of 
respect  fcr  the  memory  of  Hon.  Jonv  Milleh, 
deceased,  late  a  Representative  from  ibe  Stale  of 
Qeorgia. 

Mr.  COLaUITT.  Mr.  President,  I  have  in 
my  hand  a  resolution  which  I  intend  submitting 
for  the  adoution  of  the  Senate,  that  this  body  may 
unite  with  Ae  House  of  Representatives  in  payin" 
some  tribute  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  Colonel 
JoHM  M1U.KH,  a  member  elect  from  the  Stats  of 
Georgia  to  the  present  Congress.  It  is  not  my 
purpose  to  eulogize  his  life  and  character.  No 
matter  how  strong  might  be  my  inclination  to  | 
speak  of  his  many  virtues,  I  am  too  well  acquaint-  ; 
ed  with  the  feelings  of  the  h.uman  heart  not  to 
know  that,  al  thi$  time,  btfare  Ikit  body,  my  remarks  i 
could  claim  no  higher  interest  than  would  result  ' 
from  your  characteristic  politeness.  I  have  so  ■ 
recently  heard,  from  the  eloquent  lips  of  siirvivin? 
friends,  the  announcement  of  the  lamenied  di'otlis 
of  associates  here — acqiiointancKS  rcmlvrcd  dear 
to  you  by  their  manly  qualities — and  have  wit- 
nessed the  sincere  response  of  deep-ioned  feelin;; 
on  your  part,  to  the  call  to  miiigl.;  your  synipu-  ; 
thies  witn  country  and  friends,  that  I  could  not  ■■ 
hope  now  (no  matter  how  slron<c  my  deairc)  to 
tou<^  a  single  chord* that  would  viliraie  with  iii- 
ternlin  the  history  of  a  atran<;er.  I  shall  ask, 
therefore,  for  the  memory  of  Colonel  Millen,  but 
tbe  common  and  ordinary  mark  of  respect.  He 
.  waa  a  Georgian,  a  native  Georgian ;  ine  city  of 
Savannah  was  the  place  of  his  birth  and  hisdentli. 
I  am  told  bis  parents  died  while  he  was  ynung; 
that  he  waa  bred  an  orphan,  without  ancestral 
fhme  or  patrimony  to  sustain  him.  His  own  vir- 
tuous integrity  was  an  ample  substitute  for  family 
name;  his  talents  and  industry  more  thnn  no 
equivalent  for  fortune.  That  he  was  successful, 
you  need  only  be  told  that  he  ai^^uired  wealili  by 
the  practice  of  law  in  the  city  of  liia  nativity;  that 
he  had  friends — numerous  friends;  his  repeated 
•lection  to  the  Legislature  of  iiis  State,  and  his 
more  recent  election  by  the  people  of  Georgia  to 
the  present  Congess,  are  the  beat  testimonials. 
Witt  the  path  of  glory  bright  before  him — in  the 
Doon-day  of  life,  and  before  he  had  entered  upon 
the  high  and  responsible  duties  to  which  he  liad 
been  called  by  the  confidence  and  partiality  of  the 
ffee.men  of  his  State— his  friends,  about  the  middle 
of  October,  were  summoned  to  mourn  his  death. 
A*  additional  evidence  of  regard,  I  ofTer,  for  the. 
Senate's  lufoption,  the  following  reaolutiona: 

Aetoloed,  That  the  Henate  ho*  heard  the  nnnouacement 
of  the  deaiii  of  Colonel  John  Millcn,  merobftr  elect  from 
the  State  of  Georgia,  with  feeliup  of  deep  vendibility. 

Rfohei,  That,  in  teatlnmny  nf  reaped  4hr  hii  memory, 
tts  awaken  sod  odlosn  of  the  Senate  wear  ciapu  un  liie 
loft  Sim  for  tlM  apace  of  thirty  daya. 

The  resolutions  were  adopted;  and, 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  BERRIEN,  the  Senate 
adjourned.   

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
FstDAT,  December  15, 1843. 
Afker  prayer  by  the  Rev.  S.  Tustin,  Chaplain 
to  the  Senate, 

The  minutes  of  yesterday  were  read  by  the 
Clerk. 

THE  RULES. 

The  movers  of  resolutions,  and  the  originators 
of  motions  which  gave  rise  to  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness on  the  Calendar,  consented  to  postponements 
diereof,  so  that  the  House  might  take  up  the  ra|es 
for  adaption,  which  are  so  necessary  to  the  dis- 
patch of  business. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Dromooolb;  which  is  as  follows: 

It  shall  aot  be  lo  order  for  sny  member,  nndercover  of 


a  pri>pft«IUoD  tn  correct  the  Joarnsl,  to  move  In  •pread  on 
IheJoiiriinl  any  pnpar  nr  document  whicli  the  Houae  baa  , 
previou^'ly  rcfu^'d  lo  receive  or  hear  lead. 

Wlicn  mntioiiv  lue  ninde  lo  correct  or  amend  the  Jour- 
nal by  the  insertion  or  pjiperd  or  ilormnentjt  therein,  if  tlic 
tIoui«e  vliHll  iiol  decide  oi  I'nvor  of  ilie  pmposiiion,  f he  innt* 
ler  propo^eil  tn  be  inserted  Khali  not  Iw  spread  on  the  Jour   ; 
nal,'  no[withalaudln{  lliu  yeiia  aui^uaya  may  ■>«  euiored  on  i 
the  Journal.  , 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  The  proposed  rule  in-  \ 
volves,  in  substance,  this  general  principle — that 
in  a  particular  cose,  the  EInuse  may  prevent  the 
whole  or  any  part  of  a  proposition  by  them  re-  < 
jected  by  yeas  and  nays,  from  going  on  to  the  ' 
Journal.  Now,  sir,  if  we  could  free  our  minds 
from  the  recollection  and  influence  of  the  recent 
discussion  of  what  has  been  colled  the  protest, 
and  consider  this  matter  upon  general  principles, 
(as  it  should  be  considered  on  the  present  ques- 
tion,) it  seems  to  me  we  could  hardly  differ.  The 
general  parliamentary  practice  in  England,  is  lo 
enter  on  the  Journal  only  what  is  agreed  to  by 
the  House;  so  that  it  is  indeed  the  Journal  of  the 
majority.  But  in  tliis  country  ihi*  is  not  sO, and 
here  every  vote  is  tn  be  placed  on  the  Journal. 
This  matter  has  grown  out  of  ■•'•  >i»w  rule  in  our 
Houses.  It  is  the  result  and  n  cissary  conse- 
quence of  the  provisions  of  our  Conslituiion,  nnd 
to  that  alone  is  it  attributed  in  the  Manual.  The 
Constitution  provides  that  "  each  House  shall 
keep  a  Journal  of  its  proceedings,"  &c.;  "and 
the  yeas  and  nays  of  members  of  eitiier  House, 
on  any  question,  shall,  at  the  desire  of  one  6rih 
nf  those  present,  be  entered  on  the  Journal.'* 
Now,  what  was  the  object  of  these  provisions, 
and  what  its  limitations^  Most  clearly,  the  ob- 
ject is,  that  it  may  be  shown  by  the  record  how 
each  man  voted,  nnd  on  what  prnposiiton  that 
vote  was  taken.  This  as  much  includL'S  the  prop- 
ositions rejeeled  as  those  adopted  by  a  mxjnrity  nf 
tlie  House.  Most  obviously,  the  nature,  much 
less  the  merila  of  the  proposition,  cannot  appear 
without  the  whole  pa|>er  on  which  it  arises  is 
presented;  and  if  the  majority  may  suppress  any 
part,  they  may  suppress  the  whole  of  every  prop- 
osition they  reject,  and  so  utterly  destroy  nil  the 
beneficial  advantage  nf  thai  clause  in  the  Consti- 
tution, nnd  reduce  our  condition  lo  what  it  was 
liefore  the  Constitution,  and  make  the  Journal 
but  the  Journal  of  what  the  majority  atUpl,  and 
at  the  ssme  time  deprive  us  of  the  ancient  privi- 
lege of  protest. 

It  is  true,  the  proposed  rule  applies  only  to  the 
case  of  a  proposition  u>. amend  the  Journal;  but  it 
excludes  from  the  Journal  all  papers  constituting 
the  proposition,  if  the  Hnuse  reject  it, even  when 
done  by  yeas  and  nays.  Now,  sir,  this  is  nothing 
more  nor  less  than  tn  moke  an  exc-ption  of  one 
COM  of  yeas  and  nays  from  the  general  and  un- 
qualified provisioi^of  the  Constitution.  I  insist 
that,  as  the  privilege  did  not  arise  from  rvXe,  it 
cannot  be  limited  or  qualified,  or  exceptions  be 
formed  to  it,  by  rulee  of  this  House.  If  the  House 
can,  t]u-u{«,  make  this  exception,  they  may  make, 
any  other,  nnd  lo  entirely  destroy  the  privilege. 

But  this  is  attempted  to  be  done  on  the  ground 
of  necessity.  It  is  insisted  that  one  fifth  of  this 
Hnuse  might,  by  making  the  proposition  and  call- 
ing for  the  yeas  and  nays,  place  the  Mormon  Bible 
or  Hutton  s  Mathainaiics  or  any  other  matter  on 
the  Journal,  and  require  it  to  be  read;  which 
would  occupy  our  whole  time,  and  entirely  defeat 
the  legitimate  purpose  of  our  organization.  Sir, 
it  is  not  to  be  pruumed  that  one  fifth  of  this  House 
is  to  be  guilty  of  such  a  preposterous  abuse  of 
their  privilege,  and  for  wnicn  they  alone  must 
stand  responsible. 

The  provision  in  theConstitution  that  the  yeas 
and  nays  can  only  be  required  by  one  //lA,  was 
intended  as  oursecurity  against  unreasonable  cap- 
tiousness;  and  with  this  security  we  should  be 
content.  Neither  would  this  rule,  if  adopted,  be 
any  security  against  captiousness  and  abuse.  The 
fifth  pari,ifso  dispoeed,  might  employ  the  whole 
time  of  this  House  in  taking  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  resolutions  introduced  but  to  be  overruled. 

Arguing  against  the  existence  of  a  power,  or 
forming  exceptions  to  the  use  of  that  power  from 
the  possibility  of  its  abuse,  is  wholly  inadmissi- 
ble; and  I  protest  against  its  adoption.  It  is  said 
lo  be  necMsary.  Necessity  is  the  plea  of  tyrants. 
Every  power  is  susceptible  of  abuse;  and  if  the 
power  IS  to  be  derived  or  curtailed  from  such  a 
consideration,  we  may  destroy  all  power  in  the 
diflerentbmnchesoftheGovemme'it.  The  House 


may  expel  a  member,'bul  only  by  a  majority  of . 
two  thirds.  Now,  a  member  might  be  so  con- 
tumacious and  disorderly  as  entirely  to  interrupt 
the  proceedings  of  the  House,  and  persist  in  so 
doing,  and  more  than  one  third  might  uphold  him 
therein:  would  that  authorize  the  majority  to'  say, 
from  n«ee<stly,  that  the  case  must  or  could  be  mads 
an  exception,  nnd  the  member  be  expelled  by  a 
bare  majority.'  The  rule,  sir,  is  but  an  atlempt 
to  qualify  and  limit  a  eonstitWianaJ  right,  which 
cannot,  in  such  a  way,  lie  done. 

M r.  C.  JOHNSO N  said  he  d id  not  see  any  pro- 
priety  in  the  further  continuance  of  this  debate  at 
this  lime.  The  adoption  of  the  rules  would  be 
but  lemporary;and  it  ivas  important  to  the  House 
thattheiradoplion  should  take  place  immediately, 
that  the  rommiliees  might  have  business  before 
them,  and  that  the  House  might  go  to^ork;  and 
therefore  he  moved  the  previous  question.  He 
did  this,  not  because  he  was  unfavorable  to  the 
amendment — for,  at  a  proper  time,  he  would  vote 
for  it — but  the  business  of  the  HouA  and  the  bus- 
iness of  the  country  required  that  they  should 
adopt  the  rules,  even  though  the  accomplishment 
of  inat  object  should  for  a  iikat  cut  off  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  intimated  to  his  friend 
from  Tennessee,  thst  they  were  acting  under  the 
parliamentary  law,  which  would  not  cut  off  the 
amendment. 

The  SPEAKER,  a(\er  a  conversation  on  this 
point,  decided  that  the  prcvioua  question  would 
cut  off  the  amendment. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  appealed  from  the  decis- 
ion of  the  Chair;  but  it  was  sustained  by  the 
House. 

The  previous  question  was  sustained;  and  the 
rules  of  the  last  Congress  were  adopted  as 
amended  in  the  I33d  rule  a  few  days  ago. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  then  moveil  the  adoption 
of  his  amendment. 

Mr.  WINTHKOP  said  that  motion  would  re- 
quire a  day's  notice. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  then  gave  the  necessary 
notice. 

NOTICES  OF  BILLS. 

Mr.  JAMESON  gave  notice  thn^  on  to-mor- 
row, or  as  soon  thereafter  as  prncticnble,  he  would 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  repeal  so  much  of 
ilic  act  approved  the  33d  day  nf  A'lgust,  1842, 
as  requires  the  second  regiment  nf  dragoons  to 
be  converted  into  a  regiment  0)f  riflemen  after  the 
4ih  day  of  March,  1843. 

Also,  a  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the 
pay  of  horses  lost  by  the  Missouri  volunteers  in 
the  Florida  war. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  gave  notice  lo  the  House  that 
he  would,  on  to-morrow,  ask  leave  to  introduce 
{  a  bill  to  reduce  and  graduate  the  price  nf  the  pub- 
lic lands  in  favor  of  settlers  and  cultivators. 

Mr.  STEWART,  of  Pennsylvania,  gave  no- 
tice that  he  would,  to-morrow,  iiMroduce  a  bill 
for  the  conditional  surrender  of  the  stock  held  by 
the  United  Slates  in  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
Canal  Company  to  Maryland  and  the  District 
cities,  so  as  to  secure  the  early  completion  of  the 
canal  to  Cumberland. 

AMENDMENT  OF  THE  RULES. 

Mr.  OIDDINGS  gave  notice  that,  on  to-mor- 
row, or  some  subsequent  day,  he  would  move  an 
amendment  to  the  33d  rule. 

RCS<$LUTI0N8. 

Mr.  LEVY,  on  leave  given,  introdnced  the  fol- 
lowing resolution;  whicn  was  adopted: 

Raalvti,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  required  to 
report  to  ilie  Hnose  what  boildinga  and  other  siraetoras 
there  are  at  the  Penaacola  navy-yard,  and  the  coat  thereof; 
what  funlier  improveoientB  are  required  to  conipiele  it  as 
a  yard  for  construction  nnd  repair  of  veueli*  of  war,  with 
estimatea  thereof;  what  plans  for  the  Improvement  »t  said 
yard  have  i>een  reported  to  hie  Departiitenl  tiy  engineers 
employed  for  the  purpoee ;  whether  the  said  navy-yard  is 
in  condition  lo  furuish  pjpairs  or  supplies  to  vessels  of  any 
class  reqtiirini  the  same  ;  what  amount  of  approprintion, 
specifying  the  appropriations  under  their  respective  heads, 
have  been  made  in  each  year  for  the  improvement  of  aaid 
yard  since  iu  ssublishment ;  what  number  and  deseripiion 
of  vessels  are  employed  as  a  naval  force  in  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico  and  its  nri^ihborinK  waters  ;  and  what  amount  of 
appropiiaUon  has  been  made  for  the  naval  service  in  each 
year,  since  the  adoption  of  Uw  Gonatituldon. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL,  on  leave  given,  in- 
troduced the  following  resolution;  wnich  was 
adopted: 

Rttoltti,  That  the  Committee  of  Waya  snd  Means  ke 
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lutrneted  lo  inquire  into  Ibe  eiprdiency  of  introducing  a 
Ml  lo  Mtj  dntiM  upon  lh»  Imporution  of  tea  and  coffee. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INOERSOLL  afsn,  on  leave  eiven, 
introduced  the  following  resolution;  which  wcui 
adopted: 

Ratltd,  Tliat  Ilie  Preeldent  be  cequetled  to  eanw  to  be 
flifaialied  lo  tbi<  Hnuie  (ucb  iiUiiniialion  aa  may  be  on  flie 
ia  any  of  Ibe  Depanmrnt*,  relatiTe  to  ibe  Ibniiaiioa  of  a 
JaMtiM  hatwewi  Um  Atlaniio  and  Facillc  oeeana. 

DKATM  or  HOlf.  J.  MILtCN. 

Mr.  STILES.  Mr.  Speaker,  at  the  requeatof 
mjv'eolleagaea  on  this  floor,  I  riae  to  add  another 
•hade  to  tne  gloom  which  already  perrades  this 
House.  Day  after  day  have  we  here  been  ad- 
monished from  the  tomb;  warning  after  warning 
have  ve  for  three  days  successiTery  receiTed;and 
yet  it  has  pleased  Him  "  in  whose  hands  are  ^i* 
lasues  of  life,"  that  a  Tourth  sun  shall  not  set 
antii  it  shall  have  furnished  Hill  atuUhtr  memento 
of  the  uncertainty  of  human  existence. 
.  It  is,  I  perCeive,  a  time-honored  custom  of  this 
House,  that  the  announcement  of  death  is  ever 
followed  bv  a  cessation  from  the  duties  of  life. 
Whether  toe  practice  to  "strike  our  colors"  at 
each  repeated  triumph  of  the  "  fell  destroyer"  be 
designed  as  eiiiblematie  of  that  day  when  "  the 
wicked  shall  cease  from  troubling  and  the  weary 
be  at  rest,"  or  whether  intended  as  an  opportu- 
nity to  listen  to  the  solemn  admonition  of  our 
own  frail  and  transitory  being,  the  object  is 
eonmendablri  and  the  occasion,  if  improved, 
will  instruct  us  in  the  value  of  life,  its  purposes, 
its  duties,  and  its  destination,  and  enable  us  to 
return  again  to  the  world  the  purer,  the  better, 
and  the  wiser,  from  this  silent  and  uninterrupted 
communion  with  the  dead.  It  is  not  my  purpose, 
nor,  indeed,  would  it  be  my  wish,  to  pronounce 
a  studied  eulogium,  or  to  bestow  unmerited  np- 

Slaoae  upon  the  subject  of  the  present  resolutions. 
lulogies  upon  the  departed  have  become  but 
equivocal  evidences  of  merit;  and  indiscriminate 
panegyric  no  honor  to  the  dead,  and  no  benefit 
to  the  livine. 

Colonel  John  Millem,  born  in  Savannah, 
elected  by  the  citizens  of  Georgia  to  the  present 
Concress,  died  in  bis  native  city,  on  the  15tb  of 
October  Inst,  aged  about  forty  years. 

Finding  himself  in  early  life  cost  upon  the  world 
without  parents  and  without  patrimony,  Colonel 
MiLLEH,  with  an  energy  which  ever  character- 
ized him,  and  which  could  alone  supply  the  place 
of  the  former  and  dispense  with  the  necessity  of 
the  latter,  devoted  himself,  with  no  further  prep- 
aration than  a. defective  early  education,  to  the 
laborious  profession  of  tlie  law.  After  the  short- 
cat  leroi  of  preparatory  study,  be  was  admitted 
to  the  bar,  and  became  at  once  an  efficient  mem- 
ber of  the  legal  profession.  He  was  soon  distin- 
guished among  bis  associates  by  perseverance, 
aeuteneas,  sna  eloquence,  and  by  an  extensive 
and  lucrative  practice,  which  almost  immediately 
accnnipanied  nis  efforts,  "  he  succeeded  (as  it  IS 
aaid}  in  accumulating  a  property  abundantly  suf- 
ficient to  satisfy  any  reasonable  man." 

Liike  tite  sun  of  his  own  native  South,  he  was 
warm  and  ardent  in  his  feelings,  true  and  unwa- 
vering in  his  course.  His  errors  and  infirmities, 
if  aoy  be  bad,  (and  none  are  spotless,}  were  but 
the  result  of  his  generous  nature;  his  (suits  were 
■ucb  only  as  were  found  to  have  grown  out  of 
virtues,  and  his  heaviest  offenses  to  have  been 
grafted  by  human  imperfections  upon  the4>est 
and  kindest  affections. 

He  was  never  marri^.  The  warmest  and  ten- 
derest  ties  were  not  severed  in  his  death.  He  left 
no  parents  lo  deplore,  no  widow  to  mourn,  no 
orphans  to  weep,  over  his  untimely  end ;  but  there 
does  survive  him  one,  and  one  alone,  of  whom  it 
is  not  too  riuch  to  say  that  in  her  all  these  dear 
relations  were  most  tenderly  and  bcautifVilly 
blended.  He  left  a  lone  and  single  sister,  who  to 
him  were  these  "  all  in  one,  ana  one  in  all,"  and 
who,  as  the  grave  closed  over  the  mortal  remains 
of  a  fond  and  doating  brother,  must  have  pro- 
ooaqeed  an  agonizing  farewell  to  all  her  earthly 
kindred,  happiness,  and  hopes.  May  that  Be- 
ing that "  tempers  the  wind  to  the  shorn  lamb" 
eomfort  her  in  this  the  hour  of  her  utmost  need, 
and  sustain  her  now,  shorn  of  her  protection, 
against  the  "  wintry  blasts"  of  a  cold  and  heart- 
leas  world.  Colonel  Millbk  served  for  manv 
Tears  in  the  Legislature  of  his  native  State;  ana, 
by  his  readiness  in  debate,  as  wellaa  hia  eScctire 


and  popular  eloquence,  he  was  enabled  to  accom- 
plish measures  which,  conferring  benefit  on  his 
constituents  and  honor  on  himself,  will  render  his 
legislative  course  long  a  subject  of  grateful  rsmem- 
branee. 

At  the  last  general  election  for  membera  of 
Congress  in  GMirgia~-not  by  a  district,  not  by  a 
portion  only  of  the  people,  but  by  the  voice  of 
the  whole  &ate — he  was  chosen  one  of  her  Rep- 
resentatives in  the  first  branch  of  the  National 
Ltfislsture. 

His  fellow-citizens  had  determined  for  him  a 
change  in  the  field  of  his  usefulness,  but  an  all- 
wise  and  inscrutable  Providence  had  ordered  for 
him  a  still  greater  change — a  change  from  an 
earthly  to  a  heavenly  field  of  labor;  and  instead, 
like  bts  colleagues  on  this  floor,  of  witnessing  on 
this  day  the  untried  scenes  of  a  congressional 
life,  he  is  now  engaged  in  witnessing  the  "  un- 
tried scenes  of  eternity."  Let  us  not,  my  col- 
lesgues,  murmur  at  our  toss,  but  rejoice  in  hav- 
ing reaped  the  benefit  that  sad  lesson  was  intended 
to  impart.  Time,  although  the  destroyer  of  life, 
is  still  the  friend  of  humanity ;  although  he  holda 
in  the  one  band  a  acythe  wherewith  he  cuts 
through  the  thread  of  our  existence,  he  holds  in 
the  outer  an  hour-glass,  whereby  he  warns  us  to 
improve  the  portions  of  duration  which  remain  to 
run.  And  to  the  membe'ra  of  this  House  let  the 
awful  memorials  of  the  dead  which  have  recently 
been  crowded  upon  us«  impress  us  all  more  sen- 
sibly than  ever  with  aolemn  and  suitable  reflec- 
tiona.  Let  them  convince  us  more  clearly  "  what 
shadows  we  are,  and  what  shadows  we  pursue;" 
and,  above  all,  let  them  suggest,  with  a  force 
never  before  felt,  the  vanity  of  all  human  attain- 
ments compared  #ith"  that  wisdom  which  Cometh 
from  above,"  "  whose  ways  are  pleasantness  and 
whose  paths  are  peace." 

It  remains  to  us  only  to  psy  the  last  tribute  of 
respect  to  the  memory  of  the  deceased  by  the 
adoption  of  the  usual  resolutions,  which  I  now 
transmit  to  the'Chair: 

AeMlMrf,  Tliat  Ibia  linu«e  ha«  received  with  deep  peniii- 
btlity  tbe  coiumunieatioit  of  the  deatli  of  Hon.  Joan  Mil- 
LKN,  a  lleprepcntative  ot'tlie  r'tate  of  Uenrxia. 

Rnotreitj  Tliat  ttie  inenibcrA  of  thin  H1K19C  will  tentify 
tlieir  renptfct  for  tlie  meniory  iif  ilic  dcecaw;d  liy  weariiif 
crepe  on  ttie  left  arm  for  iliiriy  day*. 

Acsaivcrf,  Ttiai,8an  fttnlier  ii>i»iiinoiiiai  Afreiipeetlhrtlie 
uieniury  oCibedeceaaed,  tlii*  House  will  now  adjourn. 

The  resolutions  having  been  adopted, 
The  House  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

SAToaoAT,  Deetmier  16,  1643. 

After  prayer  by  Rev.  Ski>timus  Totik, 

The  JniirnnI  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  that  the  order  of 

business  would  be  a  call  upon  members,  by  States, 

for  petitions  and  memorials. 

ELECTION  or  CHAPLAIN. 

Mr.  RARNARD  rose  to  make  a  suggestion 
that  the  Flouse  this  morning  proceed  to  the  elec- 
tion of  a  Chaplain.  It  was  now  nearly  a  furtnight 
since  the  commencement  of  the  session,  anil  it 
seemed  to  him  that  there  would  be  very  great  pro- 
priety in  postponing  all  other  business,  and  ftro- 
ceeding,  by  unanimous  ^consent,  to  the  election 
of  a  Clinplnin. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  said  he  hoped  the  business  of 
the  House  would  be  proceeded  with. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  expressed  a  desire  lo  pro- 
ceed with  the  references  to  the  various  commit- 
tees of  the  subjects  which  were  to  be  referred. 

Mr.  BARNARD  said  he  would  submit  a  mo- 
tion to  the  House  that  all  other  business  be  pbsu 
poned  until  the  election  of  Chaplain  be  concluded. 
He  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules  for  this  pur- 
pose; which  waa  carried. 

RCPORT  on  THE  riNANCBS. 

Mr.  McKAY  asked, and  obtained, leave  to  oiler 
the  following  resolution: 

Raaltei,  That  tbe  report  oftba  Secretary  of  tbe  Treas- 
ury on  iha  slate  of  tbe  finances  be  leferred  to  tbe  Commit- 
tee of  Wavs  and  Means,  eieept  so  much  aa  relates  to  ap- 
peals from  tbe  decisions  of  circuit  courts  lo  tbe  Suprcma 
Court  In  certain  eases;  snd  so  much  as  relates  lo  proceed- 
inp  in  eeruin  esses  to  obuln  JudicisI  condemnation  of 
goods ;  snd  so  miicb  as  relates  to  the  act  renilatinf  Uie 
amount  of  eompensadon  to  be  RiaiBed  oat  of  lees  by  clerks 
of  district  sad  eiicnit  coons  wbea  ibe  assfie  peisoaoAd- 


stas  inboib  capacities  ;~wMcb  shall  be  refened  to  tbe  Coai- 
mlttee  on  tbe  Judiciary ;  and  except,  also,  so  macb  as  re- 
lates to  Ibe  eonsidefaUon  of  two  crmore  sarveylagdistriets 
and  discontinuance  of  landoHleas:  wbichsballbs  relkrted 
10  lbs  Coouiltiee  on  PsMlcLsadst  sad  escepl  so  aiuebas 
relates  to  tbe  establMimant  of  a  sew  port  of  eauy  on  ttis 
southwestern  frontier;  wbieb  sbsll  be  rafened  to  ttis Com- 
mittee on  Commerea. 

Mr.  ADAMS  opposed  the  adoption  of  the  res- 
olution. It  was,  ne  said,  a  very  unusual  course 
to  refer  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trees- 
ury  to  four  distinct  committees.  The  practice 
hitherto  had  always  been  to  refer  that  report  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  in  tne  first 
instance,  though  portions  of  it  might  afterwards 
be  appropriately  referred  to  other  committees. 
The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  waa 
an  important  document — the  most  important  ex- 
cept the  message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States — and  it  aeeroed  to  him  was  not  divisible, 
but  should  be  referred  entire  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means.  He  honed  the  gentleman 
would  either  consent  to  modify  his  resolution,  so 
as  to  refer  the  whole  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  Or  else  he  would  assign  some  reason 
for  the  unusual  courae  he  proposed  to  take. 

Mr.  McKAT  observed  that  although  h  may 
have  been  the  practice  in  this  House  10  refer  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  yet  a  different 
practice  had  obtained  in  the  Senate.  If  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  had  attended  to  tbe 
proceedings  of  that  body  for  the  last  three  or  four 
days,  he  would  have  seen  that  the  course  there 
taken  was  such  as  he  had  proposed;  and  it  seemed 
to  him  it  was  the  proper  course  to  be  adopted. 
There  were  in  the  report  seveyal  subjects  which 
would  more  properly  come  under  the  considera- 
tion of  other  committees.  That  part  relating  to 
the  warehouse  system  belonged, he  thought,  ex- 
clusively to  the  Committee  on  Commerce.  Tbe 
recommendation  for  the  establishment  of  a  new 

riort  of  entry,  was  another  subject  which  be- 
nnged,  of  right,  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 
The  fecommendatlon  respecting  the  court  or  ap- 
peals, and  that  relating  to  the  compensation  of  tne 
dtatrict  aiiorneys,  and  all  other  amendments  of 
tbe  existing  lajv  on  these  subjects,  belonged  mors  ' 
properly  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  than 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

But  it  was  not  his  intention  to  occupy  the  time 
of  the  House  with  discussion  upon  this  question. 
If  tbey  were  of  opinion  that  the  whole  report 
shoultl  go  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
he  would  offer  no  objection ;  he  had  merelv  offiired 
the  resolution  because  it  accorded  with  the  opin' 
ion  of  many  gentlemen  about  him,  and  because 
it  was  in  accordance  with  the  practice  which  pre- 
vails in  the  other  branch  of  Congress. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  the  reasons  assigned  by  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  for  adopting  his 
resolution,  were  not  satisfactory  to  his  mind. 
The  gentleman  had  referred,  in  the  firat  place,  to 
the  practice  of  the- Senate.  There  had  always 
been  too  much  attention  paid  to  the  preeedenta 
there  esutblished.  A  special  document  waa  here 
communicated  to  this  House,  upon  a  aubjeet 
which  >Mmc  almost  exclusively  under  its  eogni- 
zanoe.  To  this  body  it  belonged  to  determine  how 
money  should  be  raised,  and  how  it  should  Be 
expended.  And  though  the  Senate  had  the  pow- 
er of  proposing  amendroents  to  any  money  bills 
that  pcused  the  House,  yet  the  Conslitation  itself 
gave  to  the  Houae  of  Represenlalivea  peculiar 
privileges  respecting  this  subject. 

Mr.  McKAY  said  if  the  gentleman  had  at- 
tended to  the  reading  of  the  reaolution,  he  wonld 
have  seen  that  there  was  no  subject  which  he  had 
proposed  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary or  to  the  Committee  on  CoatMserce  which 
involved  the  power  of  taxatioa.  If  thia  were 
the  case,  he  would  readily  agree  that  they  should 
all  go  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
Those  portions  of  the  report  which  related  to  the 
hind  offlees  and  to  surveying  di4  not  involve  the 
subject  of  taxation;  nor  did  an;^  other  which  he 
proposed  to  refer  to  other coiMnitteM  involve  the 
power  of  taxation. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  be  would  venture  ta  assert 
that  there  was  not  a  line  in  that  document  which 
did  not  involve  the  power  of  taxation — not  direct- 
ly, but  indirectly.  It  waa  a  document  differing 
from  all  other  communications  which  come  to  this 
Houae  through  the  President.    It  was  a  direct 
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eommanication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  tbia  House,  and  it  was  for  this  House  to 
determine  upon  the  subject  of  which  it  treaied-— 
namely,  the  manner  in  which  rerenue  should  be 
.  raised. 

The  whole  report  had  a  bearing  upon  that  ulti- 
mate object — revenue.  The  gpollcman  had  said 
that  tlial  portion  relating  lo  land  (iffic(.s,&c.,  hod 
no  reference  to  tlic  raising  of  revetmc.  Were  not 
land  offices  established  for  the  purpose  of  raising 
revenue?  So  of  the  warehousing  system,  which 
the  gentleman  said  had  no  bearing  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  taxation.  Everything,  unquestionably,  in 
that  report,  had  a  reference  to  the  uliimute  object 
of  taxation  of  the  people,  and  expenditure  of  iha 
KTenue.. 

What  he  desired  was,  that  the  Committee  o( 
Ways  aad  Means  should  be  responsible  for  any 

Sroceedings  which  might  be  founded  upon  that 
ocament.  The  report  upon  that  communication 
ought  10  be  entirely  disconnected  with  all  other 
•UDJects;  but  ifthe^  were  to  distribute  it  amongst 
half  a  dozen  committees,  none  would  be  respon- 
aible. 

Mr.  J.  R.  tNGERSOLL  suggested  tn  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  lo 
except  from  his' motion  that  portion  which  re- 
lates to  the  warehousing  system,  as  it  appeared 
to  him  to  be  the  appropriate  business  of  toe  com- 
mittee of  which  the  gentleman  from  North  Caro- 
lina was  the  head. 

Mr.  McKAY  said,  when  he  was  up  before  he 
kad  give  tlie  reasons  why  he  had  moved  the  ref- 
erence of  the  wareluiusiu;  system  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce;  that  rciison  was  ilint  thn 
Committee  on  Co'mraerce  had  that  subject  in 
charge  at  the  lost  aeasinii,  and  lie  saw  no  reason 
now  to  cliange  the  reference.  He,  hnwt  vvr,  Imd 
no  objection  to  strike  out  that  part  of  bis  resolu- 
tion on  the  suggestion  of  the  gentlumau  from 
Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  B.\RNARD  made  «ome  observations, 
which  were  not  distinctly  heiii^.  « 

Mr.  McKAY  said.aa  there  appeared  lobe  ob- 
jection to  the  motion  wliii-.ii  he  bad  Kubniiiied,lic  . 
,  would  change  its  form,  and  now  mive  that  the  > 
whole  of  the  report  of  the  Secietarf  ol'  the  Tieas- 
ury  be  referred  to  the  Comniiiteo  of  Ways  and 
Means;  and  the  parts  could  be  referred  to  nihcr 
committees  hereafter,  as  might  be  found  neces- 
sary. 

The  report  waa  then  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  rose  tn  present  a  memorial 
for  ttte  purposeof  reference;  but  asulijeclioii  was 
made,  it  was  not  received.  j 

Mr.  TIBBATT3  rose  lo  give  several  notices;  {| 
but,  at  tliia  stage  of  the  day '»  priiccedinj;s,  they  : 
were  out  of  order,  and  were  nut  received.  j! 

THE  DISXniCT  SYSTEM.  | 

Mr.  A.  V.BROWN  gave  imiice  that  he  would  !; 
on  Monday  next,  or  as  soon  tliereaficraspraciica- 
ble,  introduce  a  bill  to  repeal  so  much  of  the  "Act 
apportioning  Representatives  amoiiijst  the  several 
otatea,"approved  the  doth  June,  m42,as-requirKS 
the  nnrober  to  which  vacti  Stale  is  entitled  to  be 
efected  by  districts. 

ELECTION  OP  CHAPLAIN — AGAIN. 

The  Hmiae  returned  to  this  order  of  ils  busi- 
neas,  aad  Messrs.  STaunc,  DorcLAs,  and  Hiir- 
LET,  were  appointed  the  tellers  to  take  the 
TOte. 

Mf.  STRONQ  nominated  F.  T. Tiffany,  Epis- 
copalian. 

Mr.  HENLEY  nominated  W.  L.  Daley,  Meth- 
odist Protestant. 

Mir.  DOUGLAS  nominated  Henry  W.  Dodge, 
Baptist. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  nominated  laaae  Ketotfom, 
German  Reformed. 

Mr.  OILMER  nominattd  laake  S.  Tinrfey, 
Baptist.- 

Mr.  KINO,  of  Maaaachaaetta,  nominated  S.  O. 
Bttlfineh,  Unitarian. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  nominated  M.  A.  MtiHer, 
Lutheran. 

[A  mesaiige  waa  received  finnm  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  by  the  hands  of  Jonw  Ttlkk, 
jr.,  his  private  Secretary.] 

Mf.  STRONG,  one  of  the  tellers,  reported  that 


the  whole  number  of  votes  taken  was  184;  neces- 
sary to  a  choice  93;  of  which — 

Mr.  Tin>ley  leeeived 1 63 

Mr.  Tiflhny 48 

Mr.  Dalej 34 

Mr.  Bui  finch 14 

Mr.  Dodge 11 

Mr.  KeicliuDi 9 

Mr.  Moller 3 

Mr.  Oewcjr 9 

No  candidate  having  obtained  a  majority  of  all 
the  votes  given,  there  was  no  election. 

Mr.  PETTIT  rose  and  offered  a  resolution,  as 
follows: 

Rtioke/,  That  the  Houm  will  diapente  witb  tUeaervlees 
of  s  CUaplaiD  daring  the  present  Manna.  ■ 

(Loud  cries  of  ••  No !"  ••  Noi'T 
Mr.    P.  said  he  wished  the  members  of  the 
House  to  pay  for  their  own  preaching  and  pray- 
ing; and  not  make  the  people  do  it  for  them. 
rCries  of"  Order!"  "Order!"] 
Mr.  DA  VIS,of  Indiana,  moved  to  postpone  the 
election  of  Chaplain,  and  that  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  [Mr.  PcTTrr]  might  have  leave  to  intro- 
duce his  resolution,  if  it  was  not  now  in  order. 

Mr.  BARNARD  said  it  n^s  not  now  in  order 
to  make  any  motion  until  the  pending  business 
was  disposed  of;  for  the  House  was  then  acting 
under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 

[Cries  of  "  duestinn  !"  "  Question !"] 
The  SPEAKER  decided  that  the  resolution 
could  be  received. 

The  vote  was  then  taken  thereon,  and  it  was 
negatived. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  a  second  vote  for 
Chaplain;  and  when  the  vote  was  taken, 

Mr.  STRONG,  one  of  the  telle^rs,  reported  that 
the  whole  number  of  voles  was  183;  necessary  lo 
a  choice  92;  of  which — 

Mr.  Tin^ley  received W 

Mr.  Tirthny...: !>4 

Mr.  Dalnv SB 

Mr.  llulAiiuh 3 

Mr.  DnilVK n 2 

Mr.  Kelrliuitl.... 1 

Mr.  MllUllcwa I 

Mr.Tinsley  was  thereforedcclared  duly  elected. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  rose  to  give  notice  that,  to- 
morrow, or  at  an  early  d  <y,  he  should  ask  leave 
to  introduce  a  bill,  the  title  of  which  was  not 
meniinni'd:  for  * 

The  SPEAKER  informed  the  gentleman  from 
Oiiio  that  the  first  business  was  the  call  for  peti- 
tions by  Stales. 

'  Mr.  C.JOHNSON  moved  that  the  House  pro- 
ceed to  the  cleciinn  of  Ils  Poalmnster. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGER.SOLL  inquired  if  there  was 
not  a  rule  of  ihe  (louse  by  winch  petitions  could  ' 
be  laid  on  the  Clerk's  table,  and  referred,  with- 
out Iroiibliiig  the  HouKe  Iherewilh? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  there  was  a  rule, 
by  virtue  of  which  petitions  could  be  so  pisced  in 
the  possession  of  committees,  if  the  S|>eaker,  to 
whom  lliey  must  be  first  submitted,  found  noth- 
ing therein  that  conflicted  with  the  rules  of  the 
House — more  particularly  the  Slat  rule,  in  rela- 
tion lo  petitions  on  the  subject  of  sisvery.  The 
pending  motion  he  then  stated  to  be  that  made  by 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  lo  suspend  ihe 
rules,  that  the  House  might  go  into  the  election 
of  Postmasier. 

Mr.  LEWIS  inquired -what  vote  would  be  re- 
quired tn  suspend  the  rules.' 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  the  motion  would 
require  a  two-thirds  vote. 

Mr.  LEWIS  hoped  the  House  would  not  agree 
to  suspend  the  rulea  for  such  a  purpose;  and  be 
further  hoped  that  the  vote  to  be  taken  would  test 
the  sense  of  the  House  on  the  propriety  of  re- 
moving the  present  Postmaster. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  motion  was  not  de- 
batable. 

Mr.  LEWIS.  Well,  then,  I  will  only  aay  that 
I  shall  vote  against  it. 

The  SPEAKER  put  the  question;  and,  aa  the 
result  was  equivocal,  tellers  wtre  demanded ;  i(nd 
Messra.  C.  Jobhsom  and  Wihtbrop  were  ap- 
pointed. 

The  question  waa  taken;  and  the  tellers  re- 
ported—ayes 77,  noes  80. 

The  motion  was  consequently  lost,  and  the 
rules  were  not  suspended, 

LOUISVILLE  AND  PORTLAND  CANAL. 

Mr.  TIBBATTS  gave  notice  of  hn  intention, 


at  an  early  day,  to  introduce  a  bill  to  anthoriza 
the  purchase  of  the  residue  of  the  stock  held  by 
individual  stockholders  in  the  Louisville  and 
Portland  Canal  Company,  and  to  make  the  navi- 
gallon  thereof  free  from  toll. 

PETITIONS. 

The  States,  beginning  with  the  eaatem  State*, 
in  Ihe  usual  order,  were  then  called  for  petitiona; 
and  the  following  were  presented: 

Mr  PARMENTER  presented  the  petition  of  • 
Joseph  W.  Newcomb,  for  a  claim,  under  a  ree- 
olution  of  Congress,  in  favor  of  the  children  of 
General  Warren;  which  was  reftrred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  MACLAY  presented  the  following  peti- 
tions under  the  rule:  The  petition  of  Ramon  do 
Zaido,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  to  become  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States;  the  petition  of  Mary 
and  Eliza  Periams  for  compensation  for  property 
used  by  the  Government  in  defense  Of  the  coun- 
try;  and  the  memorial  of  Robert  Roberts,  of  New 
York,  praying  for  compensation  for  damages  by 
the  loss  of  the  ship  Experiment  and  cargo;  all  of 
which  were  appropriately  referred. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Fossctt,  praying  compensation  for  transporting 
the  United  States  mail. 

Also,  the  petition  of  L.  W.  McKown  and  21 
others,  in  aid  of  the  petition  of  J.  Fossett;  and 
also  for  the  establishment  ofa  mail  route  in  Maine; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Rdads. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Thomas  Dresser,  praying 
for  a  pension,  and  the  evidence  relating  to  the 
same;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Pensions. 

Mr.  PARMENTER  presented  the  petition  of 
Lemuel  Williams,  for  an  allowance  of  commis- 
sion. 

Also,  the  resolves  of  the  Legislature  of  Masaa- 
chuaetts,  on  the  subject  of  constructing  a  yard 
for  the  building  of  steam  ships  of  war;  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs. 

Mr.  WINTHROP  presented  resolves  of  the 
State  of  Massachusetts  in  relation  to  the  injury 
apprehended  to  the  United  States  naval  establish- 
ment in  Boston  harbor  by  the  desiruction  of  cer- 
uiin  islands  in  said  harbor;  which  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Harriet  Carter,  praying  for 
a  renewal  of  her  pension;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions. 

Mr.  HALE  presented  the  resolutirns  of  the 
Legislature  of  New  Hampshire,  relative  to  Gen- 
eral Jacksoii's  fine;  which  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  SEY.VIOUR  presented  the  memorial  of 
Ferguson  and  Reid,  of  Louistiana;  which  was  re- 
ferred lo  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  CLINTON  presented  the  petition  of  Cath- 
arine Johnson,  praying  for  a  pension ;  which  waa 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pen- 
sions. 

Also,  the  pclifion  of  Susannah  Scott,  for  a  pen- 
sion; which  was  referred  to  the  Commitlee  on 
Revolutionary  Pensions. 

Mr.  WHEATON  presented  the  petition  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  village  of  Skaneateles,  New 
York,  praying  the  abolition  of  the  franking  priv- 
ilege*, and  the  reduction  of  postage;  which  waa 
referred  to  ihe  Commitlee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

Mr.  HUNGERFORD  presented  the  petition  of 
Joseph  Kimbsll,  for  compensation  for  services 
rendered  the  United  States  at  Sackett's  Harbor; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Commitlee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  PRATT  presented  the  petition  of  Icbael 
Tuttle,  pray ing  for  a  pension ;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Coniniitice  on  Invalid  Pensions. 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY  presented  the  petition  of 
Lettis  Pond,  praying  for  a  pension;  also,  the  pe- 
tition of  Wilmot  Marsden,  for  a  pension;  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Pensions. 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY  presented  the  petitiona  of 
Gideon  A.  Perry  and  John  Cook;  which  were 
referred  lo  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions. 

Mr.  CLINTON  presented  the  petition  of  Char- 
lotte McCaine,  for  a  pension;  which  was  referred 
to  Ihe  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions. 

Mr.  WINTHROP  presented  the  petition  of 
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Williun  Neilsen,  of  Baltimore,  for  reimburse- 
ment of  medical  expensei;  which  vas  referred  to 
tbe  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  KING  presenied  the  resolves  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Mas8achu»iuis,  against  the  annex- 
ation of  Texas  to  the  Union;  which  ^verc  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affiira. 

Mr.  WiNTHROP  presented  a  memorial  from 
the  city  of  Boston,  nn  the  suhject  of  the  islands 
in  Boston  harbot,ftnd  of  the  danger  of  detriment 
being  done  to  the  naral  depot  of  the  United  States 
in  said  harbor;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affiiirs. 

Mr.  HALE  presented  resnlutinnsof  thcLesris- 
lature  of  New  Hampshire  relating  to  West  Point 
Academy;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs.  . 

Mr.  PRATT  presented  the  petition  of  David 
McUen;  which  wasreAsrred  to  the  Committee  on 
Invalid  Pensions. 

Mr.  MORRIS  presenied  the  petition  of  certain 
citizens  of  Philadelphia,  praying  for  an  appropri- 
ation fora  dry-dock  at  the  navy-yard  at  Philadel- 
phia; which  was  referred  to  the  CommitlSe  on 
Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERbOLL  presented  the  petition 
ef  J.  F.Caldwell^raying  for  relief  in  consequence 
ofaichanee  by  the  PostQfiice  Department  in  a 
contract  lor  «rryin|r  the  mail;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Commitles  on  the  Post  Oflice  and 
Post  Roads. 

Also,  tlie' memorial  of  Mary  Reeside,  praying 
for  Alt  act  directing  the  payment  to  her  of  the 
•mount  certified  by  a  jury  to  be  due  to  her  late 
husband,  to  whose  estate  she  is  executrix;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  CHILTON  presented  the  iietitinn  of 
Charles M. Gibson,  for compensntinn  fnrn  wagon 
and  team  of  aix  horses  Inst  in  the  Florida  war  in 
th«  serviea  of  the  United  States;  which  was  re- 
fened  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Robert  S.  Ward,  for 
moBeys  overpaid  to  the  United  States;  which 
vas  referred  to  the  Committee  nn  the  Judiciary. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  Thomas  Ap  Catesby 
Jonas,  askincto  be  compensaietl  for  services  ren- 
dered in  holding  official  intercourse  with  the  na- 
tives of  the  Sandwich  and  others  of  the  Sotith  sea 
Islands;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Affairs. 

Mr.  ADAMS  presented  petitions  from  book- 
aallers  and  others,  on  the  subject  of  an  intenia- 
tionai  copyright  law;  which  were  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  A.  moved  tiis  reference  to  a  select  com-' 
mittee  of  nine. 

Mr.  HOLMES  su^ested  that  they  should  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Library. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  reminded  the  House 
that  he  bad  afready  givan  notice  of  his  intention 
to  introduee  a  bill  on  tiiia  sukjerl,  as  would  be 
seen  by  a  reArence  to  the  Journal  of  the  Home. 
H«  made  some  sngi^slion  on  the  subject  of  ref- 
•reooe,  which  was  not  heard. 

The  SPEAKER  then  put  the  question  on  the 
icferenee  to  the  House,  mid  the  motion  to  refer 
to  tbe  Library  Comnauee  was  negatived,  and 
the  motion  to  refer  to  a  select  comiiHttee  of  nine 
psevailad. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  moved  a  suspension 
•f  tbe  rales,  for  the  purpose  of  enabKiig  him  to 
offer  a  resolution. 

The  motion  was  decided  to  be  oat  of  order. 

Mr;  ADAMS  presented  a  petition  from  the 
State  of  New  York  praying  Congress  to  abofish 
slavery  in  the  District  of  Cotarobm,  dtc. 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that  such  a  petition 
eoold  not  be  received  under  tlie  existing  rules  of 
the  Hoose. 

Mr.  AOAMS^aid  the  petition  also  prayed  that 
Congress  woaki  separate  New  York  from  all  con- 
■aelioa  with  slavery;  and  thersfors  he  deemed  it 
admissible. 

The  SPEAKER  reitentlfld  Ms  decision. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  ibe  petition  was  identical 
with  petiiions  which,  at  the  last  session,  the 
Speaker  decided  did  not  come  within  the  nile. 
The  patiiion  had  not  a  prayer  for  the  abolition  of 
slavery  in  any  of  the  Stales  or  Territories  of  this 
Union;  it  was  simply  a  petition  that  Congress 
would  separate  the  people  of  New  York  from  all 
connection  with  slavery;and  he  repeated,  that  the 
hite  %eaker  decided  that  those  (tetitions  did  not 
eoraewitbin  the  role.  They  were,  inconsequence 


received,  entered  on  the  Journal,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Jiidieiary;  to  which  com- 
mittee he  moved  the  reference  of  this  petition. 

The  SPEAKER  said  he  was  of  opinion  this 
petition  fell  within  the  rule. 

Mr.  ADA  MS  n>«|ucsied  that  the  Journal  of  last 
session  mijlit  be  r>"ad.  • 

The  SPEAKER  repeated  the  expression  of 
his  opinion,  that  the  petition  came  within  the 
rule. 

Mr.  ADAMS  requested  the  Speaker  to  lake 
cognizance  of  the  feet  thai  these  petitions  were 
received  by  the  last  Congress. 

The  SPEAKER  iatfiinii  if  there  was  any  ap- 
peal from  his  decision. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  be  did  not  wish  to  appeal 
from  the  judgment  of  the  Chair.  He  had  had  suflt- 
cicnt  ex|ierience  already  in  the  House  not  to  do 
that;  but  he  requested  the  Speaker  to  consult  the 
Journals  for  the  precedents  of  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  in  which  he  would  find  that  petitions, 
identically  the  same  in  purpose  as  this,  were  re- 
ceived by  the  House,  under  the  same  rule,  and 
referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee.  If,  there- 
fore, that  was  done 

The  SPEAKER  interposed,  and  informed  the 
gentleman  from  Massaehusells  that  it  was  not  in 
order  to  discuss  this  matter. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  felt  constrained,  then,  to 
appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  be  the  re- 
sult what  it  misht. 

The  SPEAKER  inquired  if  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  cuuld  furnish  him  one  uf  the  pre- 
cedents referred  to? 

Mr.  AD.4.  MS  said  there  were  many  on  the  Jour- 
nals of  the  last  Congress. 

After  some  Turilier  conversation, 

Mr.  GILMb^R  moved  an  adjournment,  to  give 
the  Speaker  lime  to  look  into  the  precedents  on 
the  subject;  and,  also,  because  the  usual  hour  of 
adiournment  had  arrived. 

The  SPEAKER  rfqiiooed  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  to  withdraw  that  motion;  which  was 
assented  to. 

EXBCUrrVE  COMWUrtlCATIONS. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing communications: 

A  communication  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, with  a  detailed  statement  of  the  manner  in 
which  llie  contingent  funds  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, and  the  bnreaus  thereof,  have  been 
expended;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Exjienditurcs,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

A  communication  from  the  Navy  Department, 
in  answer  to  a  resolution  of.inquiry  respecting  the 
fitness  of  cotton  for  sails,  &c, 

A  communication  from  the  oflice  of  the  Com- 
missionernf  Public  Buildings,  transmitting  to  the 
Mouse  of  Reprcscnimives  copies  of  all  the  con- 
tracts madi!  In  that  offie.e  from  the  1st  of  Decem- 
ber, 1843,  to  the  1st  instant,  prepared  in  pursu- 
ance of  an  order  of  the  House. 

A  communication  from  the  Navy  Department, 
with  an  abstract  of  expenditures  for  the  contingent 
expenses  of  the  Nary,  as  settled  and  allowed  in 
the  oflice  of  the  Fourth  Auditor  nf  the  Treasury, 
for  the  year  ending  September  30,  1843. 

Also,  a  coramDnicatinn  from  the  Clerk  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  transmitting  certain 
documents,  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  March  Inst,  directing  the  Clerk  to  cause 
to  be  prepared  a  general  stalisiical  statement  of 
the  founding  system  of  tbe  United  States  and  of 
Great  Britain,  by  Jonathan  Elliot,  to  be  accom- 
panied by  such  tabular  facts  of  other  nations 
touching  the  same  subject  aa  may  lend  more  fully 
to  illustrate  the  statement. 

Each  communication  was  appropriately  re- 
ferred, and  ordered  In  be  printed. 

A  communication  was  received  fVom  the  Pres- 
ident, in  which  be  staled,  that  in  consequence  of 
some  aocidental  omission,  the  resolution  of  thanks 
to  Samuel  T.  Washington,  Esq.,  who  presented 
to  the  nation,  through  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, the  sword  of  Washington  and  the  staff  of 
Franklin,  did  not  reach  him  until  after  the  adjourn- 
ment of  Congress;  and  therefore  did  not  receive 
his  approval  and  signature,  which  it  would  other- 
wise proiiiptly  have  received.  He  nevertheless 
felt  himself  at  liberty,  and  deemed  it  entirely 
proper,  to  conununicate  a  copy  of  the  resolation 
to  Mr.  Washington,  as  was  manifested  by  the 


accompanying  copy  of  the  letter'which  he  ad- 
dressed to  him.  The  joint  resolution,  he  stated 
further,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  latter,  has 
been  deposited  in  the  Department  of  State,  and 
could  be  withdrawn  and  communicated  to  the 
House,  if  it  saw  fit  to  require  them. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  tbe  PresideDt's  let- 
ter to  Mr.  Washington,  referred  to: 

WASuiMaTON,.4pr<(S7,  IB43. 

DsAS'Sia:  laend^resncApruraJuinireiinluitflnnfihe 
two  Houses  of  ConjtreM,  ax  expressive  nf  ths  estlniate 
wkioli  llMjr  plaes  upon  the  pmiem  wlikh  ynm  Keenilf 
iimde  In  tlie  United  States  of  the  swoni  nsed  tff  jmnr  Hki» 
trious  rrlaiin!,  Oi-ot|a  tVasMiifinn,  In  tke  miMacy  caicer 
of  hill  enrly  ynntli,  and  tl)e  seven  years'  war,  and  Ihroufb- 
o«i  the  war  foroor  nntioiMl  independence  j  and  nfihe  SISIT 
bequeaihed  by  the  pairint  xaKsman  and  snse,  Benjan\in 
Pranklfa,  tn  die  snme  lender  of  the  armies  oir  freedom  In 
the  reviilationary  war— Oeorfe  Wwililnpnn. 

TlieMi  precioiM  relics  have  been  accepted  in  the  nnme  of 
the  Djiion,  nnt  have  been  dtpoiited  aaiaits  its  aivliiire*. 

I  avail  niy^ell  ol'tliis  npportuniiy,  nfforded  ine  in  the  per- 
fbrinance  nrihis  pleanlnc  tark,  to  tender  jnn  the  assiirance 
of  liiy  liigh  respect  and  eitleeui. 

JOQIf  TYLER. 
Tn  Smosi  T.  Wasrikoton,  Bni. 

The  House  then  adjonmed. 


IN  SENATE. 
Monday,  Dectmber  18, 1843. 

The  CHAIR  laid  before  tbe  Senate  a  eommnni- 
cation  from  the  War  Department,  transmitting  a 
report  of  the  ofKcer  in  charge  of  the  Ordnance 
Bureau,  exhibiting  the  expenses  of  the  national 
armories,  and  the  manufacture  of  arms  therein, 
from  the  3Uth  September,  1843,  at  the  close  of  the 
half  year  ending  30th  June,  1843. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  it  was  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment, trnnsmittiiig,  in  cnrnplianee  with  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  Senate  of  the  23>l  February  lasl,  a 
catalogue,  prepared  under  the  direction  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  of  the  books  in  that  Department; 
which. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  A  LLEN,  was  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table  until  the  like  reports  were  received 
from  all  the  other  Departments,  to  which  lime  he 
rdserved  the- motion  to  print. 

PETITIONS,  ETC. 

Mr.  MILLER  presented  a  petition,  signed  by 
several  females,  being  a  board  of  managers  of  the 
Orphan  Asylum  and  Free  Female  School  of  Alex- 
andria, praying  that  Congress  will  grant  them  a 
charter;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

He  also  presented  a  memorial  from  the  presi- 
dent and  directors  of  the  Georgetown  College, 
praying  for  an  act  of  incorporation;  and  a  memo- 
rial from  the  Farmers  and  Mechanica'  Bank  of 
Georgetown,  praying  for  a  renewal  of  their  char- 
ter; which  were  referred  to  tbe  Committee  <tn  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  CHOATE  presented  a  petition  from  Jacob 
Mitchell  and  a  number  ofbthera,  citizens  of  Well- 
fleet,  Massachusetts,  praying  the  passage  of  a 
law  indemnifying  them  for  French  spoliations 
committed  pnor  to  180U;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  ATCHISON  presented  a  memorial  frt^ 
a  number  of  citizens  of  the  town  of  Weston,  in 
the  county  of  Platte,  Missouri,  representing  that 
their  town  was  laid  off  on  the  public  lands;  that 
it  was  now  becoming  a  town  of  growing  commer- 
cial importance,  and  praying  thatrommissiooers 
may  be  appointed,  and  that  Congress  would  au- 
thorize the  purchase,  at  the  minimum  price,  of 
the  land  on  which  the  town  ia  located ;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lauds. 

Mr.  BAGBY  presenied  a  petition  from  Peyton 
King,  praying  that  Congress  would  pass  a  la  w  to 
compel  the  Commissioner  of  the  Gleneral  Land 
Office  to  issue  a  patent  for  the  land  therein  men- 
tioned; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

Mr.  HUGBR  presented  a  netitioo  from  John 
FraserA.  Co.,  praying  that  Congress  would  re- 
fbnd  to  them  some  money  paid  into  iheTreasary 
under  a  forfeiture;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finattos. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  the  vestry  and  ehureh- 
wardens  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Gharch,  of 
the  fwrish  of  St.  Philip,  in  Charleston,  South 
Carolina,  praying  that  certain  doties  on  an  organ, 
which  was  burned,  may  be  refunded  to  them; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 
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AI*0|  a  petition  rrom  (he  widow  and  children, 
bein  and  deriaees  of  Elihu  Hall  Bay,  praying 
that  Congren  will  pain  a  law,  definitively  settling 
their  claim  to  a  certain  tract  of  land;  which  waa 
referrad  to  the  Conimitlea  on  Private  Land 
Claim*. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REPERRBD. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  it  was 
Ordrrtd,  That  lb«  pctltio*  and  papenoTBiwu  MaiMOn, 
pnylBi  roc  eommattUiM  pay  for  renHuUmiary  Krrieci  ba 
Uken  fioai  Hie  dlw,  aad  rerened  to  Ibe  CiMimiiiee  oa 
Beroliuioiiuj  ClainM. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  WOODBRIDGE,  it  was 
OrierM,  Ttaat  Iks  peiiiioa  of  A.  Wwk*  ami  oiiiafs,  fnf- 
ing  indemnity  for  loaaea  MMUiiwd  in  contequenc*  oflMlng 
dinlilMl  ftom  compteiiaii  a  coainet  by  the  United  Sattt 
troopa,  be  uUiea  from  Uie  AIM,  aad  ctlrned  lo  tlw  Com- 
Bilua  on  tlie  Jadiciary. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  WOODBRIDGE,  it  was 
Onierti,  Tliit  the  prltliun  of  JoMph  Compau.  auifnee 
of  Angetique  Couunt,  pntying  cnnilrniaiion  nf  hid  liile  to 
a  tractor  lend,  b«  mkcn  Tmin  tlie  Hlea,  and  referred  lo  liie 
Coniniitee  on  Public  Louda. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CHOATE,  it  was 

Ordtred,  Tiiat  the.pelilion  of  A»n  Aridrcwa,  fiiraifr  col- 
lector of  tbe  port  of  Iptwich,  Mawachiiaetu,  praying  pay- 
ment or  a  cenaio  aani  of  money  due  Imn  ou  a  auitwitli 
tlie  United  Biaie*;  and  the  petilion  or  Henry  Gardner  and 
odiers,  directoni  of  an  awociattnn  called  tin-  ^ew  England 
Land  CnnraMy.be  ttken  from  the  fllea,aiid  lefetred  to  ilie 
Judiciary  Cotnmittee. 

Oh  motion  of  Mr.  HENDERSON,  it  was 
Oriered,  TImii  the  m<^nional  of  ci  iZKn<  nf  MimiMippi, 
praying  the  efulilldimem  nfa  llflit  bnow  on  Deer  Inland, 
CO  the  goir  BiHire  between  Mobile  and  New  Orlraiw,  be 
taken  rrnm  die  Alea,  and  relerred  to  tbe  Cummittce  on 
Commerce. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BAG6Y  it  was 

Orderad,  Thai  tbe  p<;iiiino  and  paper*  nr  Cliarlea  E. 
Sherman  be  taken  fmin  the  lilea,  and  referred  to  tbe  Coin- 
Diltee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ARCHER,  leave  was  grant- 
ed to  withdraw  from  the  files  of  the  Senate  the 
petition  and  papers  of  Robert  Mayo,  the  repre- 
sentative of  Georee  Mnvo. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WHITE,  leave  was  grant- 
ed to  withdraw  from  the  filed  Uie  petition  of  Wil- 
liam D.  Cheever. 

NOTICES  OF  BILLS. 

Mr.  MeDUPPIEgave  noiice  that  he  woald, 
on  to-morrow,  or  the  earliest  day  practicable,  ask 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  revive  the  act  of  the  3d 
of  March,  1833,  (ununlly  called  the  compromise 
act,)  and  to  modify  existing  duties  on  foreign 
imports,  in  conformity  with  its  provisions. 

Mr.  FOSTER  gave  noiice  that  he  would,  on 
to-morrow,  ask  leave  to  intmduce  a  bill  lo  eaiab- 
liah  a  navy-yard  or  depot  at  or  near  Memphis, 
Tennessee. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  BAGBY,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Charles  E.  Sherman;  which  wan  reud 
twice,  and  referred'  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Afiairs. 

Mr.  KING,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Caroline  E.  Clithercll,  the  widow  of  Dr. 
Oeoige  C.  Clithercll,  late  a  surgeon  in  the  Army 
of  the  United  Stales;  which  wan  read  twice,  and 
referred  to  the  Commiitee  on  Military  Aflairs. 

Mr.  BARROW,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  lo 
provide  for  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of 
the  Mississippi  river  and  iis  tributaries;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce. 

Mr.  MILLER,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  fur 
repairing  and  repaying  a  portion  of  Pennsylvania 
avenue,  which  was  read;  and  the  question  being 
on  its  second  reading,  with  the  view  of  reference 
to  a  committee — 

Mr.  KING  said  that,  when  he  rose  to  obtain 
information  from  the  Chair  the  other  day,  whether 
(be  rules  did  not  require  that  all  bills,  on  their 
second  reading,  before  reference,  should  be  read 
throagh,  instead  of  bcisg  read  by  their  titles  only, 
the  Chair  informed  the  Senate  that  such  waa  the 
requirement  of  the  rule,  and  that  it  would  be  en- 
forced. That  course  has  since  been  acquiesced 
in  by  the  Senate,  and  by  himself  in  particular. 
He  now  rose  for  the  purpose  of  stating  to  the 
Senate  that  he  would  not,  for  one,  insist  upon 
that  rigid  application  which  had  been  given  the 
rule  for  several  days  post,  because  he  found  that 
it  would  consume  mucn  more  time  than  he  antici- 
pated.   His  objection  lo  tbe  practice  of  the  last 


Congress  was,  that  they  frequently  passed  bills 
of  importance  to  •  third  reading  by  their  titles, 
without  having  read  the  provisions  of  the  bills  at 
all;  and  that  practice,  he  considered,  did  not  com- 
port with  sound  legislation.  He  found  that  if  the 
rule  was  adhered  toas  construed  for  several  days 
past,  a  great  deal  of  time  would  be  consumeid. 
He  bopeid  it  would  be  the  understanding  in  future 
that  all  bills  would  b«  cead  the  first  and  second 
times  before  reference  to  a  committee,  by  their 
titles  only,  unless  an^  Senator  shouM  call  for  the 
reading  entire  of  particular  bills. 

The  bill  was  then  read  the  second  time  hy  iu 
title,  and  referred  t«  the  Cominittee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 

REPORTS  FROM  COHMITTKGS. 

Mr.  DAYTON,  from  the  Commitue  on  tbe 
Judiciary,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of 
J.  P.  Hudson,  reported  a  bill  to  settle  the  title  to 
the  Pea  Patch  Island,  in  the  river  Delaware;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

The  Commiitee  on  Printing,  through  Mr.  Fair- 
field, their  chairman,  reported  in  favor  of  print- 
ing several  documents;  which  was  concurred  in 
by  the  Senate. 

CHEROKEE  BOARD. 

The  resolutions  submitted  by  Mr.  Jarnagin, 
on  Monday  last,  calling  upon  the  Secretary  of 
War  for  certain  information  touching  the  busi- 
ness transacted  by  the  Board  of  Commissioners 
appointed  to  settle  claims  under  the  Cherokee 
treaty,  came-  up  for  consideration;  and  were,  on 
his  motion,  again  laid  on  the  table. 

IMPORTS  AND  EXPORTS. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  submitted  the  following  res- 
olution; which  lies  on  the  tabic  one  day,  under 
the  rule; 

Raotred,  That  tlie  Secretary  of  the  Treasnry  report  to 
the  Senate  the  value  ol"  tlie  Inijuirt^  of  the  yrar  pre ct>diiig 
the  lut  nf  Oclnbrr,  1843,  dirtlngilialiing  tbnir  fm  Imni  the 
other*;  alMi,  the  valut;  of  the  cx|ioriH during  ihc  aaine  p«- 
rioil,  diKtinguif liJiiK  iIiom:  of  domt*siic  origin  tnuii  the  utiicr* ; 
and  wht^rc.  the  returns  art;  not  c(intpli*tc  for  tllu  ituti  quarter, 
esliiuating  Uie  value  as  near  as  may  be. 

LAND  DISTRICTS. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr. 
Brebsb,  on  Thursday  last,  was  taken  up  for  oun- 
sideration: 

Retalccd,  That  the  Pre«Ment  of  the  United  States  he  re- 
quested lo  inform  thn  Sensie  why  the  act  of  Congreaa  or 
Uia  96th  of  June,  I83'l,  entitled  *'  An  act  to  create  additional 
land  di.«Iricls  in  the  States  of  Illinnis  and  Mii*souri,  and  in 
the  territory  nortli  of  the  Sule  of  Illinois,"  has  not  been 
carried  into  efiecl.  and  'Jie  sales  of  the  lands  therein  or- 
dered, as  rcqaired  by  the  provisions  of  said  act. 

Mr.  BREESE  remarked,  that  he  understood 
that  the  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Gen- 
eral Land  Office  would  have  something  to  say 
upon  this  subject.  He  would,  therefore,  move 
to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

MOUNTAIN  HOWITZER. 

The  following  resolution,  introduced  by  Mr. 
Brnton,  on  Thursday  last,  came  up  for  consid- 
eration; and  tbe  words  "and  correspondence" 
being  inserted  after  the  word  "  information,"  on 
his  motion,  was  adopted: 

JlesolMd,  That  the  PreiSdent  of  the  United  State*  be  re- 
queniud  to  cause  tn  he  eoiunHMii.'Sied  lu  tlw  Sesale  all  the 
infnrmatinn  in  Uie  War  Department  pn  the  subject  of  tbe 
"  lUMuntnin  hnwiizi^r,"  obtained  by  I.ieutennnt  Pr^itioot 
friim  the  arsenal  at  di.  Louis,  in  May  last,  and  taken  by  him 
ou  the  eipedltion  to  die  Oregon. 

CLAIM  OP  MISSISSIPPI. 

The  followine  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr. 
HufDERtea,  on  Thursday  last,  came  up,  and  was 
adopted : 

Jlcseired,  That  the  Secretfry  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  ia 
hereby,  directed  to  nirsich  tlie  Senate  a  statement  showing 
what  amount  of  money  is  now  due,  unpaid,  to  the  Stale  of 
Midsissippi,  Trnm  the  United  Slates,  on  sceount,  respect- 
ively, or  the  tiro  per  cent,  fiind,  the  three  per  cent,  fund, 
and  the  distributicin  fund,  arising  ftaai  sales  of  Ibe  paUie 
lands  i«  the  said  State,  on  acspuiit  or  eaeb  of  these  several 
funds,  since  July,  1841 ;  showing  the  several  dalea  of  pay- 
ment, to  whom  piiid,  upon  what  order  or  authority,  and  ex- 
hibiting all  tbe  ennespondenee  wiueh  has  taken  place  in 
respect  la  eseh  or  sud  (hods  between  tbe  Treasury  De- 
oartnient  and  any  offlcer  or  depanment  or  the  said  Sute  of 
Mississippi. 

On  mouon  of  Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  the  Sen- 
ate proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  executive 
business;  and,  after  sometime  spent  thereon,  ad- 
journed. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
MoNDAT,  Oceemier  18,  1843. 

Mr.  HUBARD,  under  (he  24th  rule,  presented 
tbe  memorial  of  the  heirs  of  Captain  William 
Evans,  deceased,  for  an  invalid  pension. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  Mrs.  Am.  ScOtt,  widow 
of  Major  Samuel  Scott,  deceased,  for  revolution- 
ary bounty  land,  or  commutation  pay;  both  of 
which  were  referred  to  the  appropriate  commit- 
tees, 

Mr,  H.  also  presented  the  petition  of  Messrs. 
James  R.  Whitehead,  William  Walker,  John 
Daniel,  William  Watson,  and  sundry  other  per- 
sons in  the  county  of  Prince  Edward,  Virginia, 
praying  for  the  establishment  of  a  new  post  route; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  ADAMS  presented  a  mass  of  papers  in 
relation  to  one  of  the  cases  of  contestea  election. 
NOTICES  OF  BILLS. 

Mr.  WELLER  gave  notice  of  his  intention  lo 
introduce  a  bill  to  extend  the  provisions  of  an  act 
entitled  "  An  actsuppleroenlary  to  the  act  for  tbe 
relief  of  certain  surviving  officers  and  soldiers  of 
tbe  Revohftion,"  approved  7th  June,  1833;  so  as 
to  place  on  the  pension  roll  ajl  who  served  for 
certain  periods  in  the  Indian  wars  of  the  West, 
down  lo  the  treaty  of  Greenville,  in  1795. 

Mr.  HUGHES  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on 
Wednesday  next,  or  at  some  future  day,  intro- 
duce a  bill  for  the  organization  of  &  territorial 
government,  to  be  called  the  Oregon  Territory, 
and  for  other  purpoaes;  and  also  a  bill  to.estai>- 
lish  a  port  of  entry  st  Independence,  in  Jsckson 
county,  Missouri;  and  also' a  bill  fur  surveying 
and  constructing  a  military  road  from  Fort  Leav- 
enworth, west  of  tlie  Slate  of  Missouri,  to  Ibe 
mouth  of  the  Columbia  river,  in  the  Oregon  Ter- 
ritory, and  for  establishing  military  posts  on  the 
same,  to  give  protection  lo  the  emigrants  to  said 
Territory. 

Mr.  DANA  gave  notice  that  he  would,  Jo-mor- 
row,  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  abolish  the 
franking  privilege  of  Senators  and  members  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  and  to  regulate  tbe 
amount  of  their  compensation. 

Mr.  ASHEgave>notice  that  ht  would,  to-mor- 
row, ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  establish  a 
naval  depot  at  Memphis,  in  the  Slate  of  Ten- 
nessee. 

Mr.  STEENROD  gave  notice  that  be  would, 
to-morrow,  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  making 
t;oinpen8alion  to  pension  agents. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Indiana,  gave  notice  of  his 
inicniion  to  ask  leave  hereafter  to  introduce  a  bill, 
the  object  of  which  was  not  distinctly  heard. 

Mr.  BELSER  gave  notice  that  on  to-morrow, 
or  some  future  day,  he  would  oak  leave  of  tbe 
House  lo  introduce  a  bill  to  refund  to  the  State 
of  Alabama  a  certain  sum  of  money  therein 
named,  due  by  the  Generid  Government  to  the 
said  Slate,  on  account  of  expenditures  for  her 
troops,  called  into  service  in  the  late  Creek  and 
Seminole  wars. 

Mr.  LEVY  gave  notice  that  be  would,  on 
Monday,  ask  leave  tolatroduoe  bills  of  (be  fol- 
lowing titles: 

A  bill  authorizing,  in  certain  cases,  Ibe  relin- 
(luishment  of  (he  six(een(h  sections  granted  for 
the  use  of  schools,  and  the  substilation  of  other 
lands; 

A  bill  to  amend  the  existing  laws  in  relation  to 
preemption; 

A  bill  to  amend  an  act  snlilled  "An  act  for  tbe 
armed  occupation  of  the  peninsula  of  Florida;" 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  tbe  sufferers  by  Indian 
hoslililiea  in  Florida; 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  present  location  by  the 
Territories  of  tbe  lands  they  will  be  entitled  to 
upon  their  admission  as  Slates  of  the  Fedeiml 
Union,  luider  tbe  provisians  of  tbe  »  seetion 
of  the  act  of ; 

A  bill  to  extend  further  the  p«lilieal  fhtnohise 
of  the  people  of  the  Territories; 

A  bill  to  provide  for  tbe  eoropletion  of  th« 
public  buildiuga  in  Florida; 

A  bill  for  tbe  estabUshment  of  post  routes  and 
mail  facilities  ia  the  peninsula  of  Fforida; 

A  bill  for  the  survey  and  examination  of  a 
route  for  a  railroad  across  the  peninsula  of  Flor- 
ida; 

A  bill  for  tbe  construction  of  fortifiealion*  on 
the  Island  of  Key  West; 
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A  bill  for  the  erection  of  marine  horoitats  at 
the  porta  of  Key  West  and  Appalnchieola; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  inhabitants  of 
West  Florida; 

A  bill  for  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of 
certain  rivers  in  Florida;  and 

A  bill  amendatory  of  the  several  acts  organizing 
a  Territorial  Government  in  Florida. 

PAPERS  WITHDBAWN. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  STEENROO,  leave  was 
given  to  withdraw  the  memorial  in  relation  t4)  the 
salary  of  Judge  PeDnybacker. 

Mr.  HUBARD  asked  leave  to  withdraw  the 
papers  in  the  cose  of  Mra.  Mary  Craflon,  widow 
of  Thomas  Crafton,  and  of  Mrs.  Mary  Gafibrd, 
widow  of  Joseph  Gafford;  which  are  now  on  file, 
in  the  Clerk 's  office,  and  were  improperly  referred 
last  Congress  to  one  of  the  alanding  committees, 
instMd  m  being  forwarded  to  one  of  the  Depart- 
ments. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HOLMES,  the  papers  in  the 
following  cases  were  taken  from  the  files  of  the 
House,  and  referred  to  the  appropriate  coromit- 
teea: 

The  papers  of  Francis  Ingraham  for  a  pension 
—to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions. 
'  The  papers  relating  to. the  claims  of  General 
Hernandez,  for  property  destroyed  in  the  late 
Florida  war  with  the  Indians — to  the  Committee 
of  Claims. 

The  paper*  of  J.  De  Motte— to  the  Committee 
on  Invalid  Pensions. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DODGE,  of  Wisconsin,  all 
the  petitions  praying  for  appropriations  for  the 
eonstruction  of  M^bors  at  the  towns  «f  Racine 
And  Southport  were  taken  from  the  files,  and  re> 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

AMENDMENT  OF  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Mr.HUNT submitted  the  following  resolution; 
which  was  read: 

U€t»lwti  ty  tk*  Stamt*  mti  Hon—  »/  Refrtunlalttt  of 
tlu  UnUtd  Sftitt  of  JImtrica  te  Ctagrcu  antmittdf  (two 
thirds  of  both  Houaea  concurriiis,)  TIrat  the  Tolliiwing 
sjutindnient  of  tlie  Constltatioti  of  the  United  Slates  be  pm- 
posed  ID  the  seveisl  St&iea,  to  btt  valid  to  alt  intenu  and 
pivposea  ss  part  of  aaid  CoaatiiuUon  wliea  tstiSed  by  the 
Letialstarasortliiee.f<MuilMoritu)  Siaiea : 

No  peraoD  aball  be  hereafter  elifible  to  the  oRlce  of  Prea- 
ident  or  the  United  States,  who  ahall  have  been  previonsljr 
sleeted  to  the  aoid  olRce,  sad  who  ahsU  have  accepted  the 
ssaas  or  eieiciaed  the  powers  thereof. 

Mr.  BARNARD  desired  to  inquire  of  the  Choir 
what  was  the  business  first  in  order. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  first  business  in  order 
would  be  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky,  [Mr.  Davis,]  to  refer  the  cases  of  the 
elections  from  certain  Slates  to  the  Committee  of 
Elections. 

Mr.  BARNARD  said  he  supposed  that  the  mo- 
tion he  offered  some  days  since  in  relation  to  the 
amendment  of  the  Journal  would  be  taken  up. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  that  business  would 
come  op  as  soon  as  the  resolution  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  was  disposed  of. 

president's  message  in  gebman. 

Mr.  PRICK  called  no  the  resolution  offered  by 
him  some  days  since,  directing  the  Clerk  to  pro- 
cure five  thousand  copies  of  the  President's  mes- 
sage in  the  German  langaage. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky,  called  for  the  orders 
of  the  day. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  observed  that  there  could  be 
no  sort  of  objection  to  the  resolution  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania;  and  he  hoped  the  gen- 
tleman fh>m  Kentucky  would  suffer  it  to  be  taken 
up  and  passed  by  gene^d  consent. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said,  that  on  referring  to  the  22d 
rule,  it  was  provided  that  for  the  first  thirty  days 
of  the  session,  as  soon  as  the  Journal  was  read 
in  the  morning,  the  Speaker  shouM  call  on  the 
several  Stales  in  their  order  for  petitions,  com- 
mencing with  the  State  of  Maine.  On  the  last 
aessioa  of  the  House,  the  call  for  petitions  was 
eommenoed  and  proceeded  with  until  it  was  ar- 
rested by  the  presentation  by  him  of  a  petition 
which  the  Spea](er  decided  was  ezclutied  by  the 
rules. 

[A  message  was  here  announced  ttnm  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  by  the  hands  of  Mr. 
JoBH  Ttler,  jr.,  his  Private  Secretary.] 

Mr.  BIDL&CK  hoped  the  House  would,  by 
eeneral  consent,  take  ap  and  dispose  of  the  reso- 
lution of  his  colleague,  [Mr.  Frick.] 


Objections  being  made, 

Mr.  BIDLACK  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rules,  to  allow  the  resolution  to  be  offered. 

Mr.SLIDELL  moved  to  amend  the  resolntion 
by  directing  the  printing  of  two  thousand  copies 
in  French.  v 

Mr.  WISE  was  opposed  to  the  resolution  as 
novel  and  extraordinary.  The  English  language, 
he  said,  was  our  mother  tongue,  niir  legal  tongue, 
and  our  parliamentary  tongue;  and  the  proper  one 
only  for  disseminating  the  public  documents  in. 
The  great  mass  of  oqr  population  were  English; 
and  rorthem  ten  thousand  copies  only  were  or- 
dered to  be  printed ;  while  it  was  proposed  to  print 
five  thousand  for  the  comparative  small  number 
of  Germans  among  us. 

Mr.  HOLMES  observed  that  it  so  happened 
that  there  were  in  his-town  (Charleston)  a  great 
number  of  Low  Dutch  who  did  not  speak  German ; 
and  he  therefore  wished  to  understand  whether 
the  printing,  under  this  resolution,  would  be 
adapted  to  their  convenience  ?  If  not,  he  should 
move  to  amend  the  resolution  by  directing  the 

Briiiting  of  a  certain  number  of  copies  in  Low 
lutch. 

Mr.  PRICK  offered  to  modify  his  resolution, 
by  striking  out  five  thousand  copies  and  inserting 
two  thousand.  There  were  at  least  fifteen  hun- 
dred voters  in  his  district  who  did  not  speak  Eng- 
lish; and  he  hoped  the  printing  would  be  ordered 
for  their  benefit.  He  did  not  deem  it  so  necessary 
to  print  copies  in  French  as  in  German,  as  our 
French  fellow-citizens  generally  read  English, 
though  the  Germans  didnot. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  observed  that  this  was 
a  smalt  matter,  and  he  hoped  no  objection  would 
be  made  to  its  passage.  Everybody  who  had  been 
in  Pennsylvania  knew  that  it  was  the  invarinble 
custom  for  that  State  to  print  a  portion  of  all  its 
public  documents,  the  Governor's  mrssage,  &c., 
in  German,  for  the  accommodation  of  its  German 
population;  and,  if  he  were  disposed  to  use  any 
ai  caplandum  arguments,  he  might  say  thnt  there 
were  no  better  nor  more  deserving  citizens  in  the 
country.  But  there  were  vast  numbersof  our  cit- 
izens who  spoke  theGerman  language  to  be  found 
in  other  States  as  well  as  in  Pennsylvania.  Thefe 
were  numbers  of  them  in  New  York,  Ohio,  and 
down  to  the  extreme  South — many  of  them  men 
of  education.  He  could  see  no  objection  to  in- 
curring a  little  expense  for  the  purpose  of  dissem- 
inating our  public  documents  amone  this  class  of 
our  felloW'Citizens.  He  agreed  with  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wise,]  that  the  English 
was  our  vernacular  tongue;  but  he  was  one  of 
those  who  believed  that  no  country  suffered  by 
the  use  of  two  languages.  There  was  not  a  coun- 
try in  Europe  in  which  more  than  one  language 
was  not  used.  He  was  clearly  of«opinion  that, 
if  a  large  and  respectable  portion  of  our  popula- 
tion wished  to  see  the  public  documents  printed 
in  a  particular  language,  they  ought  to  be  grat- 
ified. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  remarked  that  they  should 
spend  more  money  in  debating  this  question  than 
by  its  adoption.  He  therefore  asked  for  the  pre- 
vious question. 

Mr.  SLIDELL  inquired  if  tb«  previous  ques- 
tion would  cut  off  his  amendments 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  it  would  not;  but, 
on  the  contrary,  would  bring- the  House  to  a  di- 
rect vote  on  the  amendment. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  moved  to  lay  the  whole 
subject  on  the  table;  which  appeared  to  be  lost 
on  the  vote  being  taken. 

A  division  was  called  for. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays,  and  they  were  ordered;  and,  on  being 
taken,  resulted — yeas  53,  nays  134,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Uesata.  Aahe,  Beardaley,  Benton,  Edward  J. 
Blacic,  Boyd,  Hilton  Brown,  Burke,  Caldwell,  Campbell, 
Reuben  Chapman,  Coles,  Collamer,  Dana,  E.  D.  Dsvia,  De- 
berry,  Ddlel,  DieklnaoD,  Dnnlap,  Ellis,  Elmer,  Fiench, 
Willia  Green,  Bale,  Bamnn,  Heniek,  Hutsie*,  Bogs,  Hous- 
ton, James  B.  Bust,  Csve  Johnson,  Pieaton  King,  Kirk- 
patfick,  Leoiiaid.  McKay,  Newton,  Norria,  Parmenier, 
Peyton,  Phsnlx,  Etiaha  E.  Potter,  Piatt,  Rathbnn,  Redlnf, 
Rhett,  Severance,  John  T.  Smith,  Btooe,  Taylor,  Vance, 
ViBlon.  WUIiama,  and  Wu»S3. 

NAYS— Meaais.  Adams,  Atkinsoa,  BarriDier,  Banaid, 
Belser,  Bidlaek,  James  Black,  Jamea  A.  Black,  Blackwell, 
Bosaier,  Bower,  Bowlln,  Jacob  Brinkerholf,  Brodhesd, 
Aaron  V.  Brown,  Willlsm  J.  Bnwn,  Jeiemlsli  Brnwn, 
Bufflnston,  Burl,  Cary,  Catlln,  Comll,  Augustas  A.  Chap- 
man, Chappell,  Chilian,  Cliatmao,  Clinton,  Cobb,  Crans- 
ton, Cnllom,  Daniel,  Garrett  Davis,  John  w.  Davis,  Desn, 
Dickey,  OiUbigbsm,  Douglas,  Daneaa,Failee,  Fieklla,nsh, 


Pool,  Poster.  Frick,  Glddin^,  Gitmer,  Bjrrain  Green,  Grtn- 
ii«ll,GFiiler,  llaralMMi,  Hardin,  Harper,  Hays,  Henley,  Hop- 
kins, Hubird,  UulUwll,Undaoe,Hii«be&  Hun(Brrnnl,Wasii- 
inf ton  IluMi, fhnrlKs J.  Iiigersoll, Joseph  R.  Ingenoil, Irvin, 
Janipsoii,  Jenks,  Perlcy  B.  Johnson,  Andrew  Joiinaon, 
Georje  W.  Jones,  Kennedy,  Daniel  P.  King,  Labranebe, 
Lewiii,  I.ucas,  Lumpkin,  HcCauslen,  Maclay,  McClelhuid, 
McUIcrnand,  McConnell,  McDowell,  Mcllvaine,  Maihewa, 
Moore,  Edwnrd  J.  Morris,  Moseley,  Murphy,  Nes,  Owen, 
Peuit,  Emery  D.  PoHer,  Pardy,  Ramsey,  Almon  H.  Read, 
Cliarles  M.  Reed,  David  S.  Held,  Relfe,  Ritter,  Robinson, 
Hussell,  SL  John,  Baoijile,  Banndeis,  Seheaek,  Sealer, 
Thomas  H.  Seymour,  Simons,  Siaipsoa,  BlidsU,  Albert 
Smitlk,  Tliomaa  Smith,  Robert  SmiUi,  Sieenmd,  Siepliens, 
Stetson,  Andrew  Stewart,  John  Slewsrt,  Styles,  Biroog, 
Sykea,  Thoinasson,  Tibbatis,  Tildes.  Tyler,  Vanmeter, 
Weller,  WentworUi,  Whea ton.  White, Wilkins,Winlhnp, 
Wondwsfd,  WUiiom  Wright,  Joehpb  A.  Wright,  sod  Yost 

Mr.  RAMSEY  rose  to  move  an  amendment. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  previous  question  had 
been  moved,  and  therefore  amendments  we^e  out 
of  order. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  consented  to  withdraw  the 
previous  question  for  the  purpose  of  admitting  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  RAMSEY  then  moved  to  amend  the  reso- 
lution so  as  to  include  not  only  the  President's 
message,  but  the  reports  of  the  Secretaries  of  the 
Treasury,  of  War,  and  of  the  Navy,  and  also  of 
the  Postmaster  General.  He  thought  the  House 
would  consent  to  do  this,  if  it  properly  appre- 
ciated our  German  population,  who,  it  was  pretty 
well  known,  amounted  to  three  millions.  In  his 
own  district,  of  eighty-one  thousand  they  had 
sixty  thousand  who  spoke,  and  read,  and  wrote 
the  German  language;  they  had  seven  German 
presses;  and  they  had  upwards  of  sixty  churches 
in  which  the  worship  of  God  was  conducted  in 
the  German  language.  And  if  there  were  so 
many  in  Pennsylvania,  to  whom  it  was  due  that 
this  resolution  should  be  adopted,  the  case  was 
stronger  when  they  looked  at  the  great  number 
of  Germans  in  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois.  There 
were  very  large  bodiea  of  Germans  io  the  cities 
of  Pittsburg,  Cincinnati,  St.  Louis,  and  New 
Orleans. 

A  document  which  he  held  in  his  hand  showed 
that,  from  the  single  kingdom  of  Bavaria,  the 
emigration  to  this  country  had  been  twenty  thou- 
sand persons,  who  brought  with  them  money  and 
other  valuables  worth  four  or  five  million  dollars. 
He  deemed  the  printing  of  the  President's  mes- 
sage and  its  accompanying  documents  a  very  small 
matter;  and  if  the  House  valued  the  German  pop- 
ulation, it  would  do  all  that  it  could  to  stimulate 
such  emigration.  If  these  documents  were  printed 
in  the  German  language  as  now  proposed,  they 
would  soon,  certainly  within  si xtydays,be  known 
in  the  Germanic  Slates  of  Europe;  and  Airther 
emigration  would  be  stimulated,  anti  our  national 
wealth  would  be  proportionately  increased.  With 
these  views,  he  thought  it  was  the  right  of  so 
valuable  a  part  of  our  population  to  have  these 
documents  printed  in  a  language  in  which  they 
thought  ana  spoke;  and  he  hoped  the  resolution 
would  be  adopted. 

Mr.  MURPHY  inquired  if  an  amendment 
would  be  in  order. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  it  would. 

Mr.  MURPHY  said  it  struck  him  that  in  jus- 
tice to  his  constituents,  he  ought  to  move  so  to^ 
amend  the  resolution  as  to  cause  these  documents 
to  be  printed  also  in  the  Low  Dutch  language,  as 
had  been  recommended  by  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Holmes.]  He  (Mr.  M.}' 
came  f^om  the  land  of  the  Knickerbocker;  and  in 
his  district  alone  there  were  probably  two  or 
three  thousand  who  read  the  Low  Dutch,  and  not 
the  German  language. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  inquired  if  they  did 
not  speak  the  Low  Dutch,  but  write  and  read  ths 
German  language  ?  * 

Mr.  MURTHY  replied  that  the  languages,  both 
written  and  spoken,  were  distinct  languages.  Hs 
then  proceeded  to  say  that  if,  as  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Ingebsoll]  had  said,  it 
would  be  advantageous  to  this  country  that  sev- 
eral languages  should  be  spoken  here,  it  would 
certainly  be  advanta^ousto  the  country  that  these 
documents  shouIdJie  published  in  those  different 
languages;  and  if  printed  in  foreign  Isnguages; 
the  country  would  not  derive  all  the  advantags 
unless  they  were  printed  fn  the  mellifluous  Low 
Dutch.  [Laughter.]  He  was,  he  confessed,  at  a 
losshimself  to  discoverin  what  way  advantage  was 
to  be  derived  to  this  country  by  printing  these  doc- 
uments in  these  different  languages,  unless  it  was 
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by  combining  the  copiousneaa  and  richness  of  all 
into  one,  and  making  from  the  whole  an  Ameri- 
can languare.  If  this  was  ihe  object  of  the  gen- 
tleman, injustice  would  be  done  unless  copies 
were  printed  in  the  Low  Dutch;  and  he  therefore 
moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by  adding  a  pro- 
vision that  two  thousand  copies  should  be  printed 
in  the  Low  Dutch  lan^uaee. 

Mr.  J.  BRINKERHOFP  inquired  if  there  was 
a  Low  Dutch  printing  office  in  the  district  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York .' 

Mr.  MURPHY  replied  that  tlie  type  used  was 
the  English  type;  and  there  were  many  constit- 
ueots  of  his  who,  if  sent  for,  would  come  here 
to  render  the  necessary  service.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  J.  BRINKERHOFF  said  he  had  a  right 
to  oppose  the  amendment  oSered  by  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  That  eentlHmnn  claimed 
to  come  from  the  land  of  the  Knickerbocker;  he 
(Mr.  B.)  bad  the  right  to  oppose  the  motion,  be- 
cause he  was  a  KnicKerboolcer  himself.  The  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  said  there  was  as  much 
ground  for  the  adoption  of  his  amendment  as  for 
the  passage  of  the  original  resnluiion.  Bethought 
there  was  a  plain  disiinciion  between  the  two 
cases.  Fn  regard  to  the  Knirkerbnckers,  those 
that  could  read  at  all  could  read  the  English;  but, 
in  regard  to  our  German  population,  there  were 
■  great  many — some  of  whom  he  had  the  honor 
to  represent,  and  of  wlionA  he  could  say,  that  they 
were  as  worthy  men  as  any  that  he  did  repre- 
sent— who  could  read  only  in  their  native  lan- 
guage. They  Iwid  been  in  the  habit  of  printing 
documents,  and  Hpreadingthem  among  their  con-  i 
stituents,  to  enlighten  them  <>n  public  nfT.iirs.and 
to  enable  them  to  exercise  the  eleciivc  franchise 
intelligently.  He  knew  no  other  reason.  Well, 
then,  here  were  the  naturalization  laws,  by  avail- 
ing themselves  of  which  the  German  emigrants 
become  citizena;  and,  to  tlicir  honor  be  it  said, 
he  had  never  known  a  Gernuin  who  pntertalni>d 
any  conscieniiiiusscrunlc':<nrHwrarin!;  alli'giaiicc 
to  our  Constitution.  Thesu  UocumenJls  could  be 
printed  without  muuli  expense,  for  they  had  Ger- 
man |iriiiting-prri>scsal  llieirdnora;and  he  hoped, 
therefore,  that  the  mniion  nnide  by  his  Knicker- 
bocker friend,  for  the  purpose  of  builcsquiiig  their 
procecdines,  would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  fell  very  much  disposed 
to  favor  the  proposition  requiring  the  Clerk  to 
procure  a  certain  number  of  copies  of  the  Presi- 
dent's message  in  the  Grrmnn  language,  for  the 
expense  would  not  Iw  very  great;  but  the  ques- 
tion assumed  a  very  diflerent  aspect  when  it  was 
proposed  to  print  the  documents  whirh  accom- 
panied the  message.  These  were  sufEcient  of 
themselves  to  constitute  a  voluins;  and  it  was  not 
merely  a  question  as  to  printiu'  them  in  this  in- 
stance: whenever  a  question  of  printing  should 
arise,  the  same  argument  would  apply  for  print- 
ing a  corresponding  number  in  tiic  German,  in 
the  French, and  rii  the  Low  Dutch  languages; and 
the  Spanish  also.  In  fact,  it  was  impossible  to  j 
say  in  what  number  of  languages  they  mi^lit  be 
CKlled  upon  to  print;  and  that  not  only  the  mes- 
sage, but  the  accompanying  doGUKients.  They 
would  find  propositidiis  to  print  of  frequent  oc- 
currence, and  in  as  muny  languages  as  tlie  liber- 
ality of  the  House  would  allow.  What  was  the 
expense  of  ihe  priiuiii»  of  this  House  already? 
Itamounted,  lie  believed,  to  I  wo  or  three  hundred 
thousand  dollars  a  yenr.  AVcll,  if  they  were  to 
print  in  the  Gfniiiin,  Fimcli,  Low  Dutch,  Span- 
ish, and  lie  knew  not  liow  niiny  different  lan- 
guages, the  expense  would  nmounito  four  Or  five 
limes  tliBt  sum.  Instead  of  two  or  three  hundred 
tliousaud,  a  million  a  year  would  not  pay  the 
expense  of  priming. 

Every  psper  published  throughout  the  country 
contained  the  President's  message;  every  paper 
printed  in  the  German  language  contained  the 
message  in  that  language;  aiiiT all  who  were  in 
the  habit  of  reading  the  newspapers,  therefore, 
■  would  have  an  opportunity  of  reading  it.  He 
thought,  therefore,  there  was  something  of  a 
doubt  whether  publishing  so  profusely  would  be 
really  a  public  benefit  equal  to  the  expense  which 
it  must  necessarily  occasion. 

A  question  occurred  to  him,  if  they  were  to 
pass  this  resolution,  who  would  have  the  print- 
ing? They  bad  formed  a  contract  with  certain 
persons  to  do  the  printing  of  the  House;  would 
not  those  printers  say  that  they  had  a  right,  under 
that  contract,  lo4>riiit  tbeae  documents  ? 


In  addition  to  this,  there  would  be  a  very  con- 
siderable expense  incurred  for  translation.  Who 
was  to  do  the  translating  of  these  documents  into 
the  German,  French,  Liow  Dutch,  and  Spanish 
languages?  They  would  soon  have  as  many  can- 
didates furtheomce  of  translator  as  they  had  now 
for  clerkships  to  committees;  and  they  would 
have  to  decide  between  the  numerous  applicants, 
and  then  to  decide  what  compensation  they  should 
have.  He  could  foresee  the  time  (and  it  not  re- 
mote) when  they  would  have  to  establish  a  great 
system,  a  great  establishment  for  printing  in  for- 
eign languages  all  the  docufneots  of  the  House. 

There  was  a  project  before  the  House  now  for 
separating  the  public  printing  from  the  politics  of 
the  country  or  the  political  press.'  They  would 
now  have  the  question  doubled  and  trebled;  they 
would  havQ  to  separate  the  German  printing  from 
the  political  press;  for  if  they  should  break  the 
contract  which  they  had  made  with  Blair&  Rives, 
they  would  still  have  the  political  press  coming 
and  claiming  to  print  in  German. 

In  contemplation  of  all  this,  be  was  afraid  he 
would  be  called  on  to  vote  against  the  whole  prop- 
osition, and  he  would  move  to  lay  the  whole  sub- 
ject on  the  table,  if  it  could  be  got  rid  of  in  that 
way.  Still,  he  waa  willing,  for  this  single  time, 
to  agree  to  the  printing  of  three  thousand  copies 
of  the  message  in  German,  for  he  had  been  lately 
amongst  the  German  population,  and  bad  formed 
a  very  favorable  estimation  of  tbem,  and  was 
willing  to  afford  them  every  reasonable  privilege; 
but  he  really  did  not  feel  willing  to  vote  a  quarter 
of  a  million  dollars  to  give  them  that  whiui  they 
would  all  have  the  opportunity  of  reading  with- 
out imposing  upon  the  Government  this  enormous 
expense. 

Mr.  RAMSEY  said  he  thought  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  was  under  a  slight  misappre- 
hension in  regard  to  the  extent  of  the  proposition. 
He  was  confid'^nt  it  would  not  involve  an  expense 
of  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

Mr.  A.  V.  BROWN  said,  as  amendments  were 
being  heaped  one  upon  another,  he  felt  compelled 
to  move  to  lay  the  wiiole  subject  upon  Ihe  table. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Illinois,  said:  I  am  sorry  to 
see  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  members  of 
the  House  to  refuse  to  print  the  President's  mes- 
sage in  the  German  and  French  languages,  as 
proposed  by  ihe  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Prick.]  I,  sir,  represent  on 
this  floor  more  thon  two  thousand  German  voters; 
men  who  fuel  as  deep  an  interest  iii  the  welfare  of 
our  common  country,  and  who  are  as  warmly 
attached  to  the  principles  of  our  Government  as 
anyotlierof  our  citizens,  and  who  are  anxious  to 
become  acquainted  with  our  laws  and  institutions; 
men  who  left  the  homes  of  their  youth ,  their  coun- 
try, and  all  that  they  held  most  dear,  and  planted 
themselves  arfnng  us,  that  they  might  enjoy  the 
blessings  of  liberty  and  all  the  benefits  of  our  free 
institutions.  They  are,  sir,  intelligent,  industri- 
ous, and  valuable  citizens;  and  can  well  appreciate 
and  understand  all  the  subjects  brought  to  their 
notice  in  that  document,  if  published  in  their  own 
language.  I  conceive  it,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  be  our 
duty  to  furnish  them,  in  this  manner,  with  the 
fullest  means  of  information;  aiid  a  few  dollars 
from  the  public  Treasury  applied  to  that  purpose 
will  be  money  well  spent.  They  are  citizens  of 
this  great  Republic,  and  alif^  to  all  its  important 
interests;  antl  1  believe  it  is  our  true  policy  to  treat 
those  who  cotne  among  us  to  settle,  and  to  take 
upon  themselves  the  duties  and  burdens  of  citi- 
zenship, most  kindly  and  liberally;  and  it  can  be 
no  reproach  to  us  if  we  manifest  such  a  dispo- 
sition. Some  gentlemen  oppose  the  printing  on 
account  of  the  expense.  To  such  I  would  reply, 
that  if  the  proposition  is  just — which  I  sincerely 
believe  it  is — that  consideration  should  not  deter 
us,  as  the  expense,  at  most,  can  be  but  trifling. 
Wiiy,  air,  should  it  not  be  incurred  for  tbem? 
They  pay  taxes,  buy  our  lands,  improve  the  coun- 
try, and  aid  io  every  other  way  in  supporting  the 
Government;  why,  then,  should  they  not  nave 
the  satisfaction  of  seeing  the  message  of  the  Chief 
Magistrate  of  the  nation — usually  considered  the 
most  important  public  document — come  to  them 
in  their  own  native  langaage?  1  hope  gentlemen 
will  reconsider  this  objection,  and  if  tney  find  it 
not  well-founded,  will  unite  with  us  in  thie  passage 
of  the  resolution. 

I  regret,  sir,  that  the  gentleman  from  Penniyl- 
Tonia  [Mr.  Fkick]  has  consented  to  modify  uii 


resolution,  by  subslitating  two  thoiissnd'for  five 
thousand  copies.  I  shall,  at  the  proper  time, 
mnvetbeprintingof fivethousand copies.  Thank- 
ing the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  A.  V. 
Brown]  for  yielding  me  (he  floor  after  be  had 
submitted  his  motion  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the 
table,  I  comply  with  my  promise  to  him  ty  re- 
newing his  motion,  at  the  same  time  avowing  my 
determinatioa  to  vote  against  it;  for  I  am  well 
satisfied  that  it  ought  to  pass  for  even  a  larger 
number  than  is  specified  in  the  resolution. 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY  desired  that  the  motion 
might  be  withdrawn,  to  give  him  an  opportunity 
to  make  a  few  remarks.    Was  there  ever  (said 
Mr.  B.)  a  proposition  such  as  this  made  to  this 
House  ?    Would  the  House,  at  this  day,  break 
in  upon  its  established  practioe,  and  fall  back  and 
adopt  the  language  of  a  foreign  country  in  which 
to  disseminate  all  ths  proceedings  of  this  Houae  ? 
I  It  was  a  retrograde  movement.    If  they  permitted 
aprecedentnf  thiskind  lobe  introduced,  it  would 
j  be  the  entering  weiige  to  any  add  all  propositions 
!  of  the  same  character.    Looking  at  l!he  reason  of 
I  the  thing,  would  not  the  same  reason  exiat  for 
printing  all  public  documents  which  came  to  that 
House,  in  the  German,  French,  Spanish,  and 
Italian  languages  ?    If  there  was  reason  for  print- 
ing in  German,  there  was  equal  reason  for  prinf- 
ingin  French,  Spanish, and  Italian.    He  renewed 
the  motion  to  lay  upon  the  table;  but  it  was  again 
withdrawn  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  C.J.  INGERSOLL,  who  acknowledged 
he  felt  some  anxiety  to  see  the  proposition  before 
the  House  adopted;  and  he  would  make  a  feeble 
effort  to  meet  one  or  two  of  the  propositions  of 
I  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Avails,] 
and  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Bbard- 
{  SLET.]  In  tlie  first  place,  it  was  objected  that  tbia 
I  proposition  should   not  be  adopted,  because  it 
was  now  proposed  for  the  first  lime.    This  argu- 
I  ment  would  have  very  little  weight  indeed.    To 
j  say  that  a  thing  could  not  be  done  because ithad 
I  never  been  done  before,  was  far  from  being  an 
American  system  of  reasoning.    There  would  be 
something  plausilile  in  saying  there  were  prece- 
dents against  it;  but  to  say  merely  that  it  had 
never  heeu  done,  was  no  sort  of  argument.    In 
the  next  place,  as  to  the  expense,  as  intimated  by 
the  venerable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  bs 
would  acknowledge  that  ,the  expense  of  printing 
had  increased  largely,  and  great  effort  ought  to 
be  made  to  reduce  instead  of  enlarging  it.  He  did 
not  suppose,  however,  that  this  wouU  have  the 
effect  of  increasing  the  expense  very  materially. 
The  gentleman  from  New  York  had  said,  if  the 
first  step  were  taken  it  would  have  to  be  followed 
up  by  others.    Sir,  "  sumcieut  unto  the  day  is 
the  evil  thereof." 

But  he  would  meet  this  argument  in  another 
view.  One  of  the  greatest  advantages  of  the  an- 
nual assembling  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  was  the  dissemination  of  those  doeoments, 
which  were  printed  here  at  considerable  expense. 
Every  one  must  recollect,  that  a  few  years  ago 
the  presidential  question  was  a  question  of  little 
importance.  Members  knew  little  of  each  other, 
cared  little,  and,  more  than  ihat^  they  came 
together  with  antipathies  and  prejudices.  But  ha 
would  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  fact, 
that  at  the  lost  presidential  election,  two  million 
and  a  half  of  votes  were  given  without  tumult 
and  without  dissuision.  If  the  printing  and  dis- 
tributing of  these  papers  should  cost  one  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars,  he  thought  that  sum  could  not 
be  better  expended.  He  renewed  the  motion 
which,  at  his  request,  had  been  witlidrawn;  and 
the  yeas  and  nays  having  been  called  for^they 
were  taken,  and  resiUted— yeaa  84,  naya  99;  aa 
follows: 

YGAB  —  Menra.  Adimi,  Andenon,  A>be,  Barasnl, 
Betnlriey,  Belter,  Benton,  Blackwett,  toyd,  Aaron  V. 
Brawn.  MMmi  Bnwn,  Baike,  Burt,  CaMweil,  Campbell, 
Corjn,  OaUio,  Beahen  Chspoan,  Cobb,  CateSk  Collsier, 
CranatOB,  Craaa,  Dsaa,  Gsrret  Davis,  Uichard  V.  Davis, 
Deberry,  Dellet,  Dickinson,  Dunlap,  ElUi,  Hmer,  Fish, 
Plorenee,  Preneb,  Gidilinn,  GOmer,  WiNia  Green,  Bjn"* 
Oreea,  OrisiMll,  Hamlin,  Haniek,  HoIbmi,  Hdomob,  Hob 
sni,  HubbeU,  HodMa,  jHn«a.  ilaM,Cavs Mason, frcs- 
lon  Kinf ,  Daniel  F.  King,  Leonsid,  Maclaj,  McKsj,  Msi- 
p;iy,  Newton,  Norris,  Fannenter,  Psilenon,  Pe51on,  Ptaa- 
nix,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Pnn,  Funly,  Ratbbun,  Reding,Uslt, 
RnsMll.  aaoBdsn,  BeoMr,  aeveranec,  Hkmbss  B.  Sejr- 
mour, DavidL. Be)Wour,  Joba  Biawsit,  Tboapsan/Ty- 
ler,  Vanes,  Vanmeur,  Viaton,  Wlieaton,  WUIlasM,  Wbi- 
throp,  Wise,  and  WilHsDi  Wright— «4. 

NAYS— MesBis.  Atkisson,  Barrinier,  Bidlsek,  Mwsid 
J,  Black,  James  BIsek,  Jsnes  A.  Blaeii,  Bossier,  Bower. 
Bowman,  J.  B(iBkatbaff,Brodli«sd,WiUiaai  J.  BnwB,ta- 
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emfali  Bmwn,  Bnfllngtnn,Clirrnll,Clin(niui,Cllmoii,C»l- 
|ain,iobn  W.  OMia,  Ann,  Dkkey,  IHtttiiclian.  ik>a|l«, 
buiicaii.  I'«riij«,  PickiM,  Vaui,  t'i>»ler,  FfK*,  (irMlFr,  Har- 
ataim,  Hanlin.  Uarper,  Hay:!,  Ileiiley,  Uogc,  ll<i|>kiiM, 
lluslii*^,  Wafhuigioii  Hum,  Clmrli'i  J.  Insirjoll,  J<»r|ih  R. 
Intennll,  J;itiie«oii,  Jmik*,  Parley  B.  Jnlin»oii,  Aintrenr 
JohlMOii.  U>H>C|«  W.  Jnnes,  Keiiiwily,  Kirkpalrii-k.  L«- 
lirancUe.  Ijeww,  Lucm,  Uiiinf>kiii,  Mi:(;itu«lpu,  ftlcCtuUaiul, 
Mct'lenwiiil.  MiKJoiindl,  McUciweLI,  Mcllvairie,  Malhiwn, 
Wo<»n;,  EdiVJlrd  J.  Morris,  Jiij^irpli  Morri.^.  Mn-Jflry,  \e», 
0«r«ii,  Peltit,  Bmery  U.  Piiner,  Kam««y^liiinii  II.  Krai, 
ObariM  M.  Heed,  Uaitid  8.  Arid.  KeUe,  Kiiur,  Bnbiiwan, 
Sc.Joliii,Swufl«,S<:lwitck,Siuiiwii,Slidull,TlH>iuuai«iili, 
R'lbert  ^niilli,  rilmiinMl,  diclHiti,  Andri-nr  Mii.'wart,  SriliM, 
8uitie,Tavlnr,Thnttuu«ni,TiMrani,Tilden,  WHIrr,Weiil- 
woith,  WiiilK,  Wilklm,  Waudwtird,  ind  Vmi— W. 

Mr.  WELLER  thought  ihis  question  hod  been 
suflfir.iently  debated,  fur  nenrly  nil  the  spcechea 
hftd  been  made  for  Buncombe;  lie  llierefore  moved 
the  preTious  question. 

Some  conversation  enaiied  between  Mr.  SL1- 
DELL  and  Mr.  RAMSEY;  the  former  gentle- 
fiian  wiahinx  the  latter  so  to  modify  his  motion 
as  to  make  the  number  to  be  printed  in  French 
two  ill  a  u  sand, 

Mr.  RAMSEY  was  understood  to  object,  on 
the  ground  that  the  Freneh*)iopulation  were  not 
entitled  to  so  many. 

Mc  SLIDELL  sai<i  the  State  which' he  repre- 
sented was  composed  of  a  populHtinn  of  nearly 
equal  proportions  of  French  and  English.  All 
the  judicial  proceedings  of  that  State  were  trans- 
lated both  in  French  and  English;  their  Inws  were 
promulgated  in  both  languages;  and  if  the  Gi-r- 
man  population  were  to  have  these  documents  in 
their  native  tongue,  certainly  they  should  be 
printed  in  the  Frencli,  which  was  the  constitu- 
tional language  of  Louisiana.  He  hoped  tliegi-n- 
tleman  from  Kentucky  would  make  no  objection 
to  such  a  modification  of  his  motion  as  would 
give  them  two  thousand  copies  in  the  French 
language. 

Mr.  RAMSEY  suteested  one  thoutand. 

Mr.  SLIDELL  said,  he  would  stale  further, 
that  there  was  a  large  French  population  in  Mis- 
souri; and  he  would,  therefore,  appeal  to  the 
courtesy  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  RAMSEY  again  suggested  one  tlmusand. 

Mr.  SLIDELL  said  he  preferred  two  thou- 
sand. 

Mr. THOMPSON  sa id,  ifthree  thousand  copies 
were  printed  in  the  German  language,  two  thou- 
sand m  ihe  French  language,  and  two  thousand 
in  Low  Dutch,  there  would  be  a  toal  of  seven 
thousand  copies;  the  House  had  Already  ordered 
ten  thousand  to  be  printed,  and  thus  the  number 
would  be  seventeen  thousand;  and  he  would  ven- 
ture to  say  that  such  a. number  of  the  message, 
with  the  accompanying  documents,  had  never 
yet  been  printed  by  the  House.  He  thought  the 
gentlemen  had  lost  the  proper  time  to  ninlcH  tlicir 
inotinns;  if  thejrhad  been  made  «^i?n  the  House 
ordered  the  printing  of  ten  thoOsand  copies,  he 
ought  to  have  votetifor  the  printing  of  that  num- 
ber in  the  diflercnt  languages;  but  now  he  could 
not  assent  to  it.  Take,  for  example,  his  own 
ease.  If  the  House  published  these  documents, 
he  should  get  his  share  of  them,  and,  for  himself, 
he  did  not  want  a  single  copy  of  them;  and  such 
would  !«  the  case  of  two  thirds  of  the  members 
on  that  floor.  He  had  some  German  friends,  but 
as  a  general  thing  they  could  read  iin  J  speak  the 
English  language.  Such  as  lie  should  send  such 
documents  to,  and  such  as  would  feet  compli- 
mented by  receiving  such  a  document,  he  knew 
could'speak  the  Btigltsh  language.  He  should, 
therefore,  oppose  the  motion;  for,  to  print  seven- 
teen thousand,  was  to  be  more  exiraTii^ani,  and 
giving  a  larger  bonus  to  the  Printns  of  tlie  House 
than  was  ever  known. 

Mr.  BIDLACK  beg^d  to  correct  an  error  into 
which  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi  and  some 
other  gentlemen  had  fallen.  The  motion  before 
the  House  did  not  propose  to  print  the  message 
of  the  President  and  the  accompanying  docu- 
ments in  the  German  language;  but  merely  the 
message  and  the  reports  of  the  three  Secretariaa 
and  the  Postmaster  General,  comprising  but  a 
small  portion  of  the  accompanying  documents. 
The  message  of  the  President  and  alt  tha  accom- 
panying documents, «8  the  venerable  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Adams]  had  said,  would 
make  six  or  seven  hundred  pages;  but  the  mes- 
sage and  the  documents  which  the  resolution  em- 
-  braced  would  not  make  more  than  fifty  pages. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  said,  when  the  resolution 
referred  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  oT  War,  it 


referred  to  all  his  report,  which  embraeed  alt  the 
matter  which  had  been  received  from  him  as  his 
report. 

Mr  BIDLACK  said  his  colleague  [Mr.  Ram- 
set]  had  declared  expressly  that  he  meant  the 
bare  reports  of  the  heads  of  the  Departments,  and 
not  the  documents  appended  to  those  reports. 

Mr.  THO.MPSON  said  he  did  not  believe  the 
resolution,  as  it  stood  before  the  House,  would 
bear  that  construction;  nor  would  the  Printers  so 
understand  it.  ,,. 

Mr.  BIDLACK  was  sorry  there  was  so  much 
time  Inst  on  this  subject,  and  he  would  not  con- 
sume any  more  than  to  make  a  few  observations; 
fur  he  believed  there  would  be  as  much  lost  to  the 
GoTerniijent  by  a  protracted  debate  as  would  suf- 
fice to  print  all  the  documents  that  were  asked 
for.  But  he  would  remark  that  his  collt-ague  had 
referred  to  the  fact  that  there  were  coming  among 
us  a  large  class  of  the  population  of  the  Germanic 
States,  who  are  emigrating  to  this  country  and 
settling  amongst  us;  they  were,  as  was  remarked 
by  the  genilemnn  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  J.  BniXKER- 
iiOFr,]  who  represented  himself  as  a  Knicker- 
bocker, a  class  of  which  he  had  not  known  a  sol- 
itary individual,  who  was  unwilling  to  swear  al- 
legiance to  this  Government,  and  renounce  alle- 
giance to  all  others)  they,  in  fact,  were  ready  to 
do  this  in  advance,  and  the  Government  should 
give  them  such  information,  in  the  tongue  which 
they  alone  understood,  as  would  enable  them 
rightly  to  discharge  the  duties  of  citizenship.  If,  i 
however,  the  House  should  refuse  to  pass  this 
resolution,  he  thought  that  refusal  would  be  cal- 
culated to  prttjudice  that  class  of  the  population 
against  the  Government  in  which  they  had  shown 
a  disposition  to  repose  such  entire  confidence. 
With  respect  to  the  objer.lion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Mississippi,  [Mr.  riiOMrsoN,]  that  the  mo- 
tion was  made  loo  late,  he  begged  to  remark  that 
his  Colleague  had  again  and  again  altempted  to 
get  the  floor,  for  the  purpose  of  pressing  this  mo- 
tion; but  on  every  occasion  he  had  been  either 
unsuccessful  or  anticipated  by  other  business. 
He  would  remark,  in  conclusion,  that  he  had  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  a  German  emigrant  in  his 
Stale,  informing  him  that  there  had  been  formed 
a  military  company  oY  Germans,  and  tendering 
Iheir  services  to  'tlie  Government  of  the  United 
Sta'ea  in  any  just  war  in  which  it  might  be  en- 
gaged. Now,  he  BskcJ  whether,  when  they  had 
such  a  class  of  men  amongst  them,  they  should 
not  send  them  these  documents  in  a  language 
which  they  could  understand ;  that,  if  a  war  should 
arise,  they  might  know  whether  it  was  a  just  or 
nn  nnjiist  war?    [Laughter.] 

Mr.  BA  RN.ARD  expressed  a  hope  that  the  res- 
olution would  not  be  adopted.  Wearenn  Anglo- 
Saxon  race,  and  Anglo-Ajnericans;  and  he  did 
not  desire  a  separate  and  distinct  organization,  or 
separate  and  distinct  feelings,  views,  or  opinions. 
He  hoped  all  our  citizens  that  were  capable  of 
voting  would  lie  such  as  were  capable  of  reading 
the  Eiiglish  language;  and  he  held  it  to  be  the 
duty  of  every  American  citizen  who  may  have 
had  the  misfortune  to  be  born  in  any  country  but 
this,  and  educated  in  any  other  land,  when  he 
comes  here  and  takes  upon  himself  American 
cilizenshr(i,  to  devote  himselfto  learningthe  Eng- 
lish language.  He  desii-ed  to  see  the  people  of 
this  couniry  a  homo^neous  people  from  one  end 
of  the  land  to  Ihe  other;  ana  he  could  not  agree 
with  the  learned  and  able  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania [Mr.  C.  J.  Inoersoll]  that  we  were  to 
become  a  homogeneous  people  by  preserving  dis- 
tinctions of  race. 

He  next  objected  to  the  printing  of  seven  thou- 
sand copies  for  those  of  otner  tongues;  when,  for 
those  who  spoke  the  English  language,  but  ten 
thousand  were  printed.  He  denied  that  the  classes 
stood  in  these  relative  proportions  to  each  other, 
and  that  the  former  were  as  two  thirds  of  the  lat- 
ur.  But,  if  it  vas  right  and  proper  to  print  fbr 
them  any  port  oif  the  accompanying  documents, 
it  was  equally  right  and  proper  to  print  for  them 
the  whole.  The  President's  message  was  an  im- 
portant document,  but  by  no  means  the  most  im- 
portant. He  trusted,  however,  this  example 
would  not  be  set:  let  them  keep  to  the  English 
language  in  all  their  proceedings.  Gentlemen  said 
they  bad  many  constituents  that  were  German: 
well,  be  it  so;  and  tho«e  Germans  might  hereaf- 
ter elect  ■  G^erman  to  be  a  member  of  this  House 
who  might  be  unable  to  read  the  English  lan- 


guage; and  should  the  House  oow  set  an  exam-* 
pie,  to  be  followed  hereafter,  which  would  lead 
to  the  transaction  of  the  business  of  this  House 
in  the  Qerman  language  ?  There  was  no  reason 
why  the  business  of  this  House  should  be  traiu- 
octed  in  more  than  one  language;  and  it  woe  tkeir 
duty  to  do  all  that  lay  in  their  power  to  make 
this  people  homogeneous— speaking  od«  language 
— the  noble  Engliah  language,  and  no  other. 

Mr.  WlSfi  moved  to  lay  the  amir*  aiibject  on 
the  table.  ■ 

Mr.  RAMSEY  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
and  they  were  ordered;  and,  being  token,  result- 
ed-^yeas  86,  Jiaya  SB ;  air  fallows  s 

YE.^B  -  Muam.  Adanw,  Aodcrwa,  Aalie,  Bamorl, 
Beardjley,  Bcticr,  Deaiou,  BuokweU,  Bofi,  Aoraa  V. 
Brown,  Milton' Brown,  Burl,  Caldwell,  Caiuplieli,  Caqr, 
CailiD,  Reulien  Ciiapinaa,  Cufab,  Coin,  CiHluner,  Crsn- 
aMti,  Dana,  Daalel,  Garretl  Davta,  Rieliard  n  Davis,  De- 
' berry,  De  Int,  DicklnMm,  Oonlap,  Bllki,  ElaKr,  Failw,  PMi, 
PhirMK-e,  Freiieti,  Bvfairt  Onea,  Orinmtll,  diMer,  Hale, 
HauilUi,  llrwiok,  Himtnn,  Hubord,  Hubtoll,  RodM*, 
ilimgcribrd,  Uavn  JiiliiiiNm,  PrCKHNi  Kmf.  D«ai«l  P.  King, 
Kirkpairirk,  Morlay,  McKay,  Maipliy,  Newton,  Nania, 
Parmenwr,  Pniier<oii,  Peyinn,  Pliisnix,  EHidn  R.  PoMar, 
Pratt,  Purdy,  Itatlibwi.  B«di«r,  Rheti,  MuMell,  Saandera, 
Senier.  Tluimaa  H.  lieyntnar,  IMvM  I,.  SayoMar,  Blm|Nea, 
ioliii  T.  HiHitli,  Jiilm  Biewan,  8tane.  Sykea,  Tknmpasa, 
Ty.er,  Vaiiee,  Vauniater,  VliMrm,  Wlieatim,  Williams, 
Wuiihrnp,  Wise,  Windward,  and  William  Wright— 80. 

NAVrf-MaasN.  Bairinsw,  Bidlaek,  fMwsHl  J.  Blaefe, 
iauiea  Blark,  Jamaa  A.  Maafc,  BoMlar,  SmvHa,  Meob 
Brinkerlioir,  Rn>(llii,'ad. William  J. Brown,Jerrniiali  Biaw, 
BulBugi'ai,  Cairnll,  Ausaalua  A.  Uiwpwsa,  CliiltoD,  Clinf- 
inaii,  rihilon,  riilliirii,  Duan,  Oioltcv,  DMIiiijhim,  Dnugltf, 
Diiucan.  f'icklin,  Pont,  foater,  frirk,  llarhn.  Harper, 
Haya,  Uaiilay,  Hopkina,  Ma^ltaa,  ■■tiarias  J.  Ins.r.nU,  i*- 
aepli  K.  [M|iKr>oll.  Irviii,  Jaiueaon.  Jrnku,  PprI  y  U.  islia- 
aon,  Andrew  Juhn^iou,  Gcon*:  IV.  JnutrH,  Ki'imedy,  La- 
liraiii-lli-,  liewin.  Luca»,  MoTauil.'n,  M.-CI-IUiml,  >1i-0ler- 
natid,  MfC(nMiell,Mt.'IJowtm,  Mclivnim-.  Mnilirwn,  Moore, 
EdwanI  J.  M(Hiia,9aMpli  Mnrria,  Mun-lm',  NVs.  iiu-rnifei- 
lil,  Gi>i>-ry  D  Poller,  R.inMay,i;ta.irlrs  M.  Hrxil,  Haiti  U. 
U'lii,  ni-lfe,  Kiitrr,  Kal>iuiiOii,  St.  Jnlia,  Saiuplv,  t^iiaona, 
Sliilcll,  Ttiniiini  Sinlili.  Rnbi'n  Siniili,  Hi^  i  lodil,  Sirptient, 
Bitfiitdii,  Aiidrnw  sifwnri,  I'avlor,  TlioniRM«in,  TiMinM, 
Tddea,  Walter.  Wemwosttk,  WUle,  Wilidaa,  iattmki  A. 
Wriglii,  Biul  y>Mi.-«6. 

The  SPEAKER  gasre  bis  «astiiig«Dts  in  the 
affirmative;  and  the  matioa  -to  lay«n  the  tMe 
prevail  Ltl. 

THB  TARirP. 

Mr.  RHETT  rose  to  offer  a  resolution. 

The  SPEAKER  informed  him  there  was  other 
business  tUat  was  entitled  to  preesdeHce;  and, 
therefoi'e,  r>-solutiona  were  not  then  in  order. 

Mi°.  RHETr  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rule*, 
thnt  he  might  gel  in  bis  resolution,  which  wa*«s 
follows: 

Re$tlrtd,  That  tlie  Omiaittce  of  Wigra  and  Means  do 

inquire,  as  mtin  ax  praclir;ilil«,  iioo  llu*  expediency  of  rc- 
porliiif  a  bin  r»*peatitiB  liiir  tariff'  art  pa^tsed  in  thr  year  )84t, 
■iul  in  Ilea  iliareor  inapo>ii>f  a  aMSinwa  nui  «f  duty  ar 
twfuly  par  cam.  od  aaiot«a»on  inyufia,  di*ariiaissliiia  fca- 
Inw  Uiis  lunxiniuiu  in  Iln^  dutioa  iniiHisvd  vn  lUe  priocijdjB 
of  prtiduciiig  revenue  only. 

He  remarked,  that  he  offered  this  resolution  at 
this  time  in  conaflquence  of  tiie  action  of  die 
House  on  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from 
Peniiaylvaiua,  [Mr.  J.  R.  Inoxrsoll,]  which  he 
supposed  was  iu  response  to  the  recommendation 
of  ilie  Executive  to  lax  tea  and  coffue. 

(The  reauluiion  of  Mr.  J.  R-  ]KGEnio{.i.«  to 
which  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  re- 
ferred, was  offered  and  acted  on  on  Friday  lost, 
and  was  in  the  following  tarms: 

liaoUftd,  Tliai  Iha  t^iouuiuea  of  Wayi  aad  Maaaa  te 
in^lruclcd  to  inqsire  into-  lite  expedit^cy  of  introducing  a 
MM  to  levy  dttllea  upon  the  impomnMl  of  tea  and  collte.] 

Mr.  RHETT  called  fdr  the  yeas  and  VMfa  on 
his  motion  to  suspend  the  rules,  and  they  were 
ordered;  and  being  taken,  resulted — yeas  77, 
nays  108;  as  follows: 

VEAS  — MrMra.  Atht,  Atkiaaeo,  Belsst,'  BdwanI  t- 
Black,  Jamra  A.  Black,  Blackwen,  Bow^r,  Buwiio,  uoyd, 
Jacob  Brlnkerboir,  Aaron  V.  Brawn,  WMIIaia  J.  Brown, 
«wrfce,  »mn,  (Jampkati,  Haabaa  Uhatanaa,  Augaaan  A. 
CtawiMii,  Cultb,  Cro«,  Collaia,  Dauini,  O^raellluvia,  lolm 
W.  DaviA,  Dean,  DcKri)-,  Dickiaaon,  Douglaa,  Dapcan, 
Dunlap,PlckUn.llaralsnn,  Henley, 1lernrk,Holine«,noge, 
Hvoama,  Hafcard,  naglies,JasMa  9.  IKnit,  lain«MHi,  Cave 
Jidiasna,  Aadiaw  Jelaiaaa,  Oaocgs  W.  ^ooaa.  Kraaadg, 
].ewi<.  Lucas,  I^uuBkia,  Maday,  MaUaMud,  McClw- 
naud,  McDowell,  McKay,  tlotliews,  Moor^Murpljy,Nor- 
rii,  Owen,  PettH,  David  8.  'Reid,  Reghig,  Bnett,  W.  Jolm, 
Baanaera,  'RiniBaa  H.  Beynoor,  SlntHoa,  Tkaoiai  Milk, 
Robert  Smiib,  Sieaamd,  Stitea,  Bioae,  Btfawi,  Xogrlar, 
TboBipaoa,  WeUar,  VKsiUwaoli,  Wtaa,  Sod  WoodwBtd 
— 77. 

NAYS— Meaan.  Adama,  Anflerana,  Bsninger,  Boraart, 
■eanlalay,  OeaVMi,  Mdlask,  Jmss  Blaek,  Boasler,  Nrad- 
basil,  MilUM  Browa,  lafanuafe  Bfowa,  BaOagloa,  Cald- 
well, Can,  CarrolL  Callui,  Uiappall,  ChUtnp,  Clingman, 
Clinton, Colla(ner,Crauau>n,  Oann,  Richard  D.  Davia,  Del. 
let,  Dickey,  Dillinghan,  Bllia,  EInier,  Psriee,  fUb,  Plor. 
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,  enee,  Poot,  Poater,  Freoeh,  Prick,  WillU  Green,  Bynm 
Ofcen,  Orinnelt,  Oflder,  Hunlln,  Hirdhi,  Harper,  Haja, 
HopkiM,  Habbell,  Radaon,  Hanferftrd,  Wiahlnfloii  Hum, 
Cbartea  1.  InfenoU,  Joaepli  B.  lofaraoll,  Irvin,  Jenka,  Par- 
ley B.  Jobnaon,  Preaton  King,  Daniel  P.  Kinf ,  Kirkintrick, 
Labimncbe,  McCaualen,  Mcllnine,  Edward  J.  Morria,  Jo- 
aapli  MORia,  Moaeter,  Nea,  Newton,  Pumenier,  Patteraon, 
Peytoa,  Pbaaix,  Eliabn  R.  PoMer,  Eoiery  D.  Poaer,  Pratt, 
Piudjr,  Baataay,  Baikbon,  Obarlea  M.  Beed.  BelA,  Bitter, 
BobioaoD,  Buuell,  Sample,  Banter,  David  L.  Seymour, 
Btntooa,  BUdell,  Albert  Bmitli,  Jobn  T.  Smith,  Btephena, 
Sletaon,  Aadcew  Snwiit,  Jobn  Stewart,  Sykea,  Ttiomaa- 
aoo,  TiMMU,  TUdea,  Tylar,  Vaaw,  Vmaear,  Vlmon, 
WheatoD.  Wbite,  Williana,  Wilkina,  Winttaiop,  Williua 
Wrifbt,  Joaeph  A.  Wrifht,  and  Toai— 108. 

COMTBaTED-ELSCTION  CASES. 

After  tome  eonrenwtlon  on  the  order  of  btni* 
Dew,  the  House  proceeded  to  the  oonaidenttion 
of  the  followinr  reeolution,  heretofore  offered  by 
Mr.  Datii,  of  Kentucky: 

llt§aUti,  That  the  Committee  of  Elections  do  inquire 
■ad  report  whether  or  not  Maaara.  Edmond  Burke,  John  Bt 
Bedtaif ,  Moeea  Naffia,]r.,  aad  Mih  P.  Hale,  aiemkera  of 
thiaHouae  liom  the  Slat*  of  New  Hampehire;  Hafb  A. 
Haialaon,  Abaalom  Chappell,  John  H.  Lumpkin,  Howell 
Cobb,  William  H.  SUlea,  Alexander  H.  Stepbena,  and  Ed- 
ward J.  Black,  members  of  ihia  Hooie  from  the  Stale  of 
Oeoriiat  John  Jameaoa,  OustaTua  M.  Bower,  Jamea  B. 
Bowltn,  Junea  H.  Relfe,  aad  James  M.  Hughes,  raemben  of 
Ihia  House  from  the  State  of  Miaaouri;  and  Jacob  Tliomp- 
aon,  a  nember  of  this  House  fttMn  tlie  Sute  6f  Mississippi, 
ha**  been  elected  la  eonfomiiy  to  the  Conalilution  and 
the  htw,  ad  whether  they  ate  eniiUed  to  retain  their  seats 
H  menbeia  of  thia  Houaa  fat  the  Tweoty-Eifhth  Coa- 


Whieh  reiolution  Mr.  STtttntoo  had  mored 
to  amend  by  striking  out  the  words  "  Coramiuee 
of  Elaetioos,"  and  substituting  therefor  the.  words 
"  select  committee." 

Which  smendment  Mr.  Jameson  had  moved 
to  amend  by  substituting  for  the  words  "  select 
committee  tlie  words  "  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union." 

And  the  pendine  question  was  on  the  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  TIBBATTS  sent  to  the  Chair  a  proposi- 
tion, which  (not  being  now  in  order)  was  read 
for  information,  and  whioh  lie  desirea  might  be 
aeeepled  as  a  modification.  It  instructed  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  to  inquire  and  re- 
port whether  the  second  section  of  the  apportion- 
ment law  (i.  e.,  the  section  reijuiring  elections  by 
single  districts)  be  of  any  binding  force  on  the 
several  States  of  this  Union.  ' 

Mr.  JAMESON  said  he  would  determine 
whether  be  would  accept  the  proposition  of  the 
gentleman  in  lieu  of  that  which  he  had  made. 
When  be  had  given  way  the  other  day,  he  was 
attemptiiig  to  show  to  the  House  that  there  was 
no  necessity  whatever  of  referring  this  matter  to 
the  Committee  of  Elections;  and  he  would  now 
■tats  that  the  original  proposition  had  come  from 
the  wrong  side  of  this  House.  It  was  from  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Datii,]  who, 
with  forty-nine. others,  had  prejudged  this  case, 
and  put  tneir  names  to  that  aoiemn  protest  (as  it 
was  styled)  b^  which  they  oad  determined  that 
we  are  not  enttlled  to  oar  seats.  The  object  of  a 
committee  was,  that  it  might  investigate  and  re- 
port back  all  the  facts  that  would  entitle  the  House 
to  Judge  on  the  subject.  The  gentleman,  then, 
ana  forty-nine  others,  had  already  assumed  and 
decided  upon  the  fhcts;  and  as  fifty  members  of 
this  House  had  already  determined  this  question, 
truly  they  could  need  no  more  light  upon  it  firom 
the  report  of  a  committee.  Mr.  J.  caHed,  then, 
upon  me  other  ipsmbers  of  thia  House  who  had 
not,  as  yet,  acted  upon  this  matter,  to  know 
whether  they  were  not  as  well  prepared  to  decide 
this  question  in  this  House  as  they  would  be  if  a 
niport  were  made  by  a  committee. 

This  was  a  motion  without  a  precedent  in  the 
annals  of  the  legislation  of  this  country.  They 
had,  for  the  first  time,  a  proposition  made  in  this 
HaU  by  membata  fl-om  one  soiwreign  State,  con- 
testing the  rights  to  their  seata  of  members  from 
another  sorereign  State.  All  the  propositions  of 
this  kind  heretMors  hod  been  from  citisen*  of  the 
same  Stale  from  wliieh  iIm  Member  elect  came. 
Tber  established,  then,  a  precedent  here,  that  in 
thia  Hall  the  members  from  one  State  were  to  rise 
np'and  contest  the  righu  to  seats  of  members 
from  another  State.  Carry  out  this  precedent, 
and  the  time  might  come  when  it  might  be  neces- 
sary for  a  omall  aBajoritjr  of  this  Housa  to  rid 
themselves  of  the  minority,  and  they  would  pat 
themselves  to  contest  the  righu  to  their  seats  of 
the  minority,  and  thus  disfranchise  the  States 
from  which  they- came.    Was  there*  any  prece- 


dent, any  right,  any  law,  for  such  a  proposi- 
tion? 

In  this  matter,  Mr.  J.  took  the  high  ground 
that  this  was  not  a  referable  subject;  that  it  was 
not  to  be  referred  to  a  committee.  It  did  not  stand 
upon  the  grounds  of  a  contested  election;  it  stood 
on  the  ground  of  sovereign  Slates  contending  for 
their  rights  to  seats  upon  this  floor  under  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  counlrv.  They  stood  here  with 
their  seats  uncontestea,  with  the  same  evidence 
'of  rights  to  seals  as  any  gentleman  on  this  floor 
had;  and,  S6  long  as  they  kept  the  matter  before 
the  House,  their  right  could  be  maintained,  so  far 
at  least  as  that  the  States  from  which  tliey  came 
should  not  be  disfranchised  on  this  floor.  Mr.  J. 
begged  leave  to  difler  from  some  of  his  friends 
who  were  situated  as  he  was  on  this  floor;  for, 
when  they  conceded  the  principle — representing, 
as  they  d  id ,  sovereign  States — that  a  member  from 
any  other  State  had  a  right  to  select  them  out 
from  the  other  members  of  this  body  and  refer 
their  case  to  a  committee  for  adjudication,  Uiat' 
very  moment  they  placed  themselves  in  a  predic- 
ament where,  from  delicacy  and  from  the  rules  of 
this  House,  they  jrere  compelled  to  disfranchise 
their  own  States,  as  they  were  precluded  from 
voting  upon  their  own  case. 

This  matter  should  not  go  to  a  committee.  It 
was  admitting  that  there  was  some  doubt  as  to 
their  right  to  their  seats.  Having  once  admitted 
that;  having  referred. the  matter  to  a  committee, 
and  that  committee  having  reported,  they  were 
inatantaneously  placed  in  a  predicament  where 
they  would  have  no  right  to  act  upon  the  case. 
Delicacy  itself,  if  not  the  very  rules  of  the  House, 
would  prevent,  if  these  States  were  fully  repre- 
sented, twenty-four  membera  of  this  House  from 
voting  upon  tne  report.  Mr.  J.  wax  not  willing, 
by  any  act  of  his,  either  now  or  hereafter,  to  es- 
tablish a  precedent  which  would  hereafter  dis- 
franchise tne  State  which  he  had  the  honor,  in 
part,  to  represent.  It  was  very  clear  that  the  gen- 
tleman who  had  introduced  this  proposition, and 
those  who  acted  with  him,  as  he  bad  before  ob- 
served, wanted  no  light  from  the  report  of  a  com- 
mittee, because  they  had  already  decided  upon 
the  case;  they  could  not  complain  if  there  was  no 
report  made.  Let  him  suppose  a  case — that  these 
four  States  should  come  precisely  in  the  same  po- 
sition in  the  Twenty-Ninth  ns  they  were  in  the 
Twenty-Eighth  Congress,  and  that  the  majority 
should  not  be  so  large  as  it  was  at  Ihe  present 
who  believed  that  this  law  was  a  nullity;  they 
would  then  be  setting  this  precedent  by  which — 
havine  admitted  that  there  was  some  doubt  upon 
the  subject;  not  having  taken  the  high  ground  that 
they  bad  the  same  riglit  to  their  seats  as  the  other 
members  on  this  floor — they  would  be  precluded, 
when  the  report  was  made,  from  a  voice  upon  it, 
and  by  which  they  would  all  be  sent  home  in  the 
Twenty-Ninth  Congress.  Did  their  States  ex- 
pect this?  Had  they  not  sent  them  here  for  the 
direct  purpose  of  maintaining  their  rights  on  this 
floor?  It  was  not  the  mere  object  of  holding  a 
seat  here;  it  was  not  Mr.  J. 'sown,  or  his  Slate's 
interest  in  aseat  here,  that  was  most  to  be  weighed 
in  this  matter;  it  was  the  question  whether  four 
States,  by  this  operation,  either  now  or  hereafter, 
were  to  be  turned  homa  from  this  floor. 

Mr.  J.  knew  it  had  been  said,  that  when  the 
report  of  the  committee  wu  made,  they  might 
call  a  division  of  the  question.  But  did  that  sat- 
isfy gentlemen's  delicacy,  when  once  they  had 
given  up  the  high  ground  which  they  should  oc- 
cupy here,  protesting  againatone  member  or  any 
set  of  members,  selecting  them  out,  and  sending 
them  before  the  Committee  of  Elections  ?  Having 
taken  that  high  ground,  they  then  stood  here 
contending  for  equal  rights  and  equal  privileges 
on  this  floor;  but,  yielding  the  first  ground,  they 
yielded  everything.  They  might  call  a  division 
of  th^ question;  but  when  they  had  once  agreed 
to  an  adjudication  of  this  matter — when,  by  their 
own  consent,  they  had  yicUed  that  there  was 
doubt,  although  the  rules  of  the  House  might 
permit  them,  yet  the  rules  of  delicacy  would  pre- 
vent them  from  voting.  GeiMlemen,  then,  seeing 
the  predicament  in  which  they  would  necessarily 
be  (MBced  by  it,  should  protest  against  thia  matter 
going  before  any  committee  for  adjudication. 

It  had  been  said,  and  might  be  said  again,  that 
they  were  aiming  to  back  out  from  an  investiga- 
tion of  this  matter.  It  was  not  so.  If  this  matter 
was  before  the  House  from  now  to  the  Ist  of 


June,  he  trusted  that  no  gentleman  would  make 
any  move  to  stop  a  full  investigation.  He  wanted 
afull  ioveatigation,buthe  wanteditby  the  House; 
and  he  wanted  the  members  of  the  House,  in  a 
body,  to  be  their  judges,  instead  of  having  the 
subject  investigated  by  a  committee,  and  having 
a  report  from  them.  That  was  the  ground  he 
took  here;  and  it  seemed  to  him  that  wnen  mem- 
bers of  this  House  looked  at  the  subject,  they 
would  see  the  position  in  which  they  placed  them- 
selves, by  their  own  consent,  by  a  diflierent  coarse, 
and  would  concur  with  him.  If  it  should  turn 
out  that  the  House,  by  an  overbearing  majority, 
should  refer  this  matter  to  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions, notwithstanding  his  vote  and  the  vote  of 
the  other  gentlemen  interested  sgainst  it,  he  held 
that  they  would  then  have  the  right  to  act  on  thia 
floor.  It  was  better  at  once  to  take  that  course 
than  that  they  should  be  placed  in  a  situation  by 
which  these  four  States  should  be  disfranchised. 

Did  not  gentlemen  see  objections  to  this  course 
of  proceeding?  Let  him  siippose  that  those  fif- 
ty members  iUd  got  fifty-three  members  mere  to 
act  with  them — thus  making  one  hundred  and 
three  members  of  this  House— who,  before  they 
were  sworn  in,  and  beforj  they  had  a  right  to 
judge,  before  the  case  was  fairly  placed  'before 
them,  bad  prematurelyjudged  of  this  matter,  and 
then  that  it  was  referretlto  uie  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions. One  hundred  and  three  members  had  al- 
ready decided,  and  there  was  no  necessity  for  a 
report  for  them;  yet,  on  that  report,  when  they 
cut  out  those  members  interested  from  acting  on 
it,  they  would  leave  thia  matter  to  be  decided  by 
this  minority  of  one  hundred  and  three;  the  ma- 
jority would  be  ousted,  and  the  minority  would 
take  posaession  of  this  Hall.  Let  them  deny 
them  their  right  to  tlieir  seats;  they  would  there- 
by disfranchise  four  States,  would  convert  the 
minority  into  the  majority  of  this  House,  and 
turn  the  channels  of  legislation  differently  from 
what  the  people  of  the  sovereign  States  of  this 
I  Union  had  4ntended.  That  might  be  the  oper- 
I  aiion  in  the  Twenty-Ninth  Congress,  and  he 
{  warned  gentlemen  how  they  acted  in  this  manner. 
Mr.  J.  would  not  admit  that  there  was  any  right 
or  power  in  any  member  of  this  House  to  contest 
his  seat  upon  this  floor.  That  waa  the  grolind 
upon  which  he  stood.  If  any  gentleman  came 
from  Missouri,  and  said  by  his  memorial  that  he 
had  been  elected  instead  of  him  and  contested  hie 
seal,  and  it  became  necessary  to  inouire  into  the 
matter,  which  they  would  be  bouna  to  do,  then 
it  was  a  proper  subject  for  reference  to  the  Com- 
mittee of^ Elections,  whose  proper  sphere  it  was 
to  decide  between  conflicting  claims  to  seats  on 
this  floor.  But  what  did  they  propose  to  refer 
here?  It  waa  the  rights  of  sovereign  States  to 
that  commillse  for  adjudication.  Why  would  it 
not  be  just  as  proper  for  him  to.  introduce  a  res- 
olution here  that  the  right  of  the  gentleman  from  . 
Kentucky  and  of  gentlemen  from  other  States,  if 
they  pleased,  should  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Elections  ?  He  had  the  same  right.  Mr. 
3.  stood  here  on  the  same  testimony  as  thai  gen- 
tleman did,  and  he  had  the  same  right  to  make 
that  proposition.  The  very  fact  of  entertaining 
a  proposition  of  that  kind,  or  adopting  it,  would 
form  a  precedent  which  would  have  the  tendency 
hereafter  to  produce  anarchy  and  confuaion  in  this 
Hall.  There  was  no  one  of  them  that  knew  to 
what  injustice  it  might  lead.  They  would  by  it 
be  pulling  State  against  State;  the  States  tnat 
should  have  a  majority  here  agreeing  to  oust  the 
Representatives  from  the  other  Slates,  and  they 
themselves  to  have  no  voice  in  the  action  of  this 
House.  It  was  putting  the  States  at  war  with 
each  other,  and  the  most  direful  consequences 
would  ensue. 

A  great  deal  had  been  said  about  laws  and  con- 
stitutions; about  conscience,  too,  and  all  that. 
Conscience  !  when  the  effect  of  the  feference  ad- 
vocated by  gentlemen  must  be  to  confer  on  a  ma- 
jority to  pass  a  law  (so  far,  at  least,  as  the  action 
of  this  House  was  concerned)  of  the  very  worst 
and  most  injurious  character  that  could  possibly 
be  imagined.  This  districting  Uw  had  been  in- 
tended, from  the  very  6n[,  lo  bring  the  Repre- 
sentatives from  the  non-districted  States  before  a 
Committee  of  Elections  of  this  House;  and  gen- 
tlemen had  full  and  timely  warning  that  such 
must  be  its  effect.  It  was  passed  with  this  direct 
purpose.  The  majority  who  passed  it  were  dis- 
tinctly apprised  that  there  would  not  be  Ume  for 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1843. 


THE  CO^GRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


47 


the  teKislalion  it  contemplated — fordUtriciing  the 
Stntes  before  the  approaching  election  for  mem- 
bers to  the  present  Ci)ii;ress.  Even  hail  the  law 
been  constitutional  in  its  character,  it  must  of  ne- 
cessity have  been  practically  inoperative.  The 
idea  expressed  by  the  gentleman  Trnm  Indiana 
[understood  to  be  Mr.  Kennedt]  was  perfectly 
correct,  that  no  auch  proposition  as  that  now  of- 
fered could  constitutionally  be  entertained  in  this 
House.  An  act  like  this,  passed  just  upon  the 
eve  of  a  congressional  election  in  two  or  three 
of  the  States,  against  the  solemn  warning  that 
there  could  not  be  time  for  complying  with  its 
provisions  before  the  election,  and  ag;ainst  the 
earnest  remonstrance  of  gentlemen  thai  the  ma- 
jority would  at  least  mnke  such  an  exception  in 
the  wording  of  the  act  as  should  make  provision 
for  members  elected  lo  this  Congress  to  take  their 
seats  here  this'scssion !  Why,  they  knew  well 
enoueh  that  notice  could  not  reach  the  Governor 
of  Missouri  until  a  very  few  days  before  the  elec- 
tion. A  law  passed  under  such  circumstances 
looked  very  like  a  settled  determination  before- 
hand to  deprive  sovereign  Slates  of  the  Union  of 
their  righu  on  lUit  floor.  They  were  shown  that 
such  would  be  its  practical  operation,  and  still 
they  passed  the  law. 

Mr.  J.  said  this  on  the  assumption  taken  by 
the  gentleman  that  the  apportionment  law  was 
constitutional.  And  even  on  that  assumption, 
unless  gentlemen  were  prepared  to  admit  thi^t  a 
triumphant  party  majoritv  may  keep  sovereign 
States  out  of  all  their  rigliis  in  this  House — in 
fad,  might  keep  them  out  of  the  House  altogether 
^there  could  be  no  foundation  for  a  reference  of 
their  case  to  the  Committee  of  Elections,  as  now 

Proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr. 
Iavis.]  One  of  the  greatest  questions  was  pre- 
sented by  such  an  attempt  which  could  be  moot- 
ed in  this  body,  namely:  whether  the  House  could 
pass  such  a  law  that,  in  the  approaching  Twen- 
ty-Ninth Congress,  entire  Stales  might  be  kept 
out  of  this  House?  Thatnlone  was  quite  enough 
lo  make  any  law  void.  The  mere  fact  that,  by 
its  operation,  entire  Stales  must  be  ousted  from 
this  House,  and,  in  eflecl,  ousted  rrnm  the  Union, 
W98  enough  to  induce  every  man  wlio  loved  the 
Con'sliiution  to  hold.it  void  and  of  none  effect. 
Such  was  the  pasture  of  things  under  which  this 
famous  apportinnmenl  law  had  been  passed. 
Three  or' four  Stales  of  (he  Union  were,  by  its 
operation,  to  be  disfranchised — driven  out  of  the 
Union!  If  gentlemen  wanted  to  see  a  specimen 
of  real  nullification — not  in  word,  but  in  need  and 
in  fact — here  was  a  law  which  did  no  less  than 
nullify  this  Union.  _ . 

But  it  was  not  his  purpose,  at  this  time,  to  go 
into  the  merits  of  the  apporliunment  law;  nor 
should  he  attempt  it  lill  the  present  question 
should  be  decided.  When  the  question  of  the 
▼alidity  of  (he  law  came  Ic^fitiinately  and  in 
proper  form  before  the  House,  so  that  its  merits 
could  be  fairly  and  deliberately  argued,  it  would 
be  time  enough  to  touch  (he  general  question. 

Tha  question  now  before  the  House  was, 
whether  the  titles  of  gentlemen  to  their  seats 
coming  from  those  States  which  had  not  com- 
plied with  the  apportionment  law,  should  be  re- 
ferred to  the  standing  Committee  of  Elections,  lo 
a  select  committee,  or  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  the  stale  pf  the  Union.  He 
was  in  favor  of  neither.  He  was,  on  rafleclion, 
against  all  reference  whatever  of  the  matter;  and 
he  should,  therefore,  withdraw  his  amendment 
to  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia,[Mr.  Steekbod,]  projiosing  »,  reference  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole.  For  his  part,  he 
could  see  no  essential  dilTerence  between  the  re- 
port of  a  standing  committee,  a  select  commit- 
tee, or  a  Committee  of  the  Whole;  but  he  could 
see  very  plainly  that  there  was  a  great  difference 
between  having  the  subject  considered  by  any 
.  committee  and  by  the  House  in  a  body. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  submitted  an  amendment, 
stricking  out  all  after  the  enacting  clause  in  the 
original  resolution,  and  inserting  a  resolution  that 
t\\t  members  from  the  States  of  New  Hamfishire, 
Mississippi,  Missouri,aitd  Georgia,  are  properly 
and  consUMitionally  elected  by  general  ticket,  and 
ar«  as  mneli  entitled  to  their  seals  as  the  memiMrs 
from  any  of  the  other  States  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  ELMER  rose  to  say  that  he  could  not 
vole,  as  at  present  advised,  for  any  one  of  the 
propositions'before  the  House;  but  he  would  sug- 


gest to  gentlemen  whether  the  one  he  held  in 
his  hand  would  not  be  mure  likely  to  meet  with 
favor  from  all  quarters  than  any  other.  He  would 
add,  that  the  course  proposed  in  this  proposition 
was  the  one  slways  pursued  in  former  times; 
though  the  practice  had  been,  of  late  years,  f^om 
some  cause  or  other,  disused.  He  understood, 
indeed,  that  it  was  formerly  the  custom  of  the 
Committee  of  Elections  to  require  the  members 
to  present  their  credentials  for  their  inspection 
and  examination.  Mr.  E.  then  submitted  the 
following,  which  was  read: 

Remlced,  Thai  the  Cnintiiilleeof  Eleetiona  be  directed  to 
examine  nnd  report  opoii  lliu  eertlAcstes  of  elecliiiii,  nr 
oUier  crudeutial*,  of  tlir  nembera  reiunwd  lo  ssrve  in  IbU 
Uoufc ;  nnd  Umt  ibe^  inquire  and  report  wbeiber  tbe  eev- 
ersJ  uieiiiberii  of  tiiis  Hou«e  have  beeu  elected  in  courorm- 
llf  Willi  ilir  Cnnilitntiun  and  law. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky,  said  that  he  ac- 
cepted the  resolution  of  Mr.  Elmbr  as  a  modifi- 
cation of  the  one  offered  by  him. 

KXBCUTIVe  COMMUNICATIONS. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing letter  from  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates: 
To  l*<  HoiMtt  of  RtfrftritaUM  t 

I  received,  wiUiiii  a  Tew  hours  of  tile  odjoumment  nT  ilie 
InM  t^oiigreiwi,  n  jnint  reiHiliitintt  ■*  dirccliny  jiayinenl  of  the 
certincine><  nr  nwanU  ininied  tty  tlitt  ooiniuixsiniteni  under 
Ihe  Ireftty  witli  llie  Cherokee  liidiuni.**  It^  prnviitiAns  in- 
volved priuciple*  of  great  iinponanre.  in  reiurence  lo  wliieli 
it  re<|uired  itiiire  Uine  lo  obiaiii  Uie  iiec«M«ry  iuroriunUnn 
thnn  W.14  allowed. 

The  tialanee  of  the  ftiiid  provided  l»y  Confre«s  Tor  naiit' 
ryliig  claiitH  uiuler  the  Hcvuitleeiiili  anicle  itt'ilie  f'tn'rokee 
In-aty  referred  to  in  the  resolution,  u  wholly  infuflicieut  lo 
nieet  iIih  elaiiii^  xlill  peitdtn|t.  Todircrl  llic  |>ayineht,  Uicre- 
fitr^f  of  tile  whole  aiiiouill  of  llio^e  eliliini*  wlijeli  happened 
to  he  first  adjudicated,  ivould  prevent  n  ratable  disinbtilioM 
of  the  fund  amonf  ihoite  rnually  eiiiiiled  to  ii«  tieneflf. 
Sucli  a  Tiolaiion  of  the  individual  riKhii*  of  the  claimanu 
would  iinpoite  upon  UicGoveniiniMittlic  obligation  nf  inak- 
fiiK  further  appropriations  lo  liideiitnify  tbcin ;  unit  llius 
Confresfi  would  be  obliged  to  entarx*^  a  provision,  litieral 
and  eiiuiiable,  whieh  it  hail  made  for  tliu  salisaietinn  of  all 
the  dtiiiiaiidii  of  the  Chenikees.  I  wa^  iinwilliiiKio  i.anclioii 
a  nien-<ilre  whieh  would  thiM  imlireclly  overiiini  the  ad- 
Jn-'InifTnt  nf  o,ir  illflVreneea  with  the  ly'herolcee*,  aceom- 
idwlieil  with  no  much  dilKcnliy,  and  to  which  lime  Is  ree- 
imciliiiif  tho^e  Indiana. 

If  no  Huch  iiidemniiy  should  he  |»rovi<led,  tlien  n  p  ilpabin 
and  very  gross  wmns  would  he  intlirled  upon  tin- eiaimaiits 
who  hod  not  heen  so  furtiliiaiens  totinvt*  Tlicirrlniiiislaki'li 
up  in  pnfetmcfi  to  others;  besides,  the  tumii  liajrini  been 
appropriali^il  by  law  to  a  sint'iAe  |Hir|M>se  in  ftilAlliiient  of 
Ihe  treaty,  it  lieloiiss  to  tlivClierokt'esiaiultheauilinriiyof 
Ibis  Government  to  direer  iisnpplicaUnii  to  particular  claims 
N  more  rlian  qaeslimiablH. 

The  direcli4iH  in  the  >ilHl  niailnlion,  theirfVire,  to  pay  the 
awards  of  llie  c<iUMllissiniiijrs  to  iIm  lumnHit  of  ^100,0011, 
seemed  lo  me  quite  obji;c-iionablc,  mid  could  not  be  ap- 
proved. 

The  ninher  direction,  that  llie  eenifleates  required  to  be 
issued  by  the  treaty,  and  in  couformiiy  with  ibc  iiractlce  of 
llie  Ifoanl  haretuiom,  sjinll  be  proper  and  suHcieat  vuuclierw 
upon  which  (layineui  alioJI  be  imide  at  the  Treiisury,  is  s 
depanure  from  tlie  system  I'sttabli.hed  soon  niter  the  ndop 
lion  ot'thc  Coiistiiniion,  and  mnintiiineil  ever  since.  Thai 
systinn  rcipiires  tlhil  paymonls  iiniler  the  nuUiority  of  any 
liriMirlmcril  slinll  be  iiiatle  U[Hin  its  reqnisilion,  counuir- 
sigiifd  liyttie  |irii|ier  Auditor  and  Oomplridler.  Thegrnaiest 
iirc3Ularity  %voiiiii  ensue  from  Uie  mode  of  payroeni  pre- 
scribed by  the  resoluiiun. 

I  liave  deemeil  it  respectful  and  proper  to  lay  befhre  the 
HOU4J  of  Ueprtwentaiives  these  reasons  for  having  wiUilluld 
luy  approval  of  Ui«  above  nieutiimod  ioiiii  restduiion. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

WAsniKOTOn,  Decemher  18, 1843. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  com- 
munication from  iheTreasury  Department,  trans- 
milting,  in  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the 
7th  January  last,  the  names  of  the  persons  who 
appear  to  have  balances  due  them  on  the  books 
of  the  Treasury  under  the  old  funded  debt  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  uble 
without  printing. 

Mr.  WISE  desired  to  kaow  why  the  gentleman 
objoeled  to  the  printing. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  said  that  the  effect  of  print- 
ing it  would  be  to  place  the  document  in  the  hands 
of  speculators,  who  would  hunt  up  tlie  claimants, 
and  buy  up  their  claims;  and,  at  all  events,  they 
would  find  names  to  suit  those  on  the  books  of 
tbe  Treasury. 

Mr.  WISE  moved  to  amend  the  motion  by 
adding  "  and  printed. "  He  wanted  the.  docu- 
ment printed,  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  those 
elaimsootofthe  hands  of  speculators.  If  printed, 
tbe  inforroalioh  would  be  circulated  through  tbe 
country,  and  tbe  heirs  of  claimants  would  oe  in- 
formed of  what  was  due  them,  and  tbits  be  en- 
abled lo  claim  tbe  amountr  but  let  the  document 
be  packed  away  without  printing,  and  thus  spec- 


ulators and  ageota,  of  whom  there  were  always 
a  suSeiant  nomberat  Washington,  would  be  able 
to  get  hold  of  it,  and  by  this  means  make  their 
own  terms  with  Ihe  rightful  claimants.  If  any- 
thing was  due  to  his  conslituenU,  he  wanted  it 
made  public.  He  had  soaae  experience  in  these 
matters,  and  knew  that  it  was  by  withholding 
the  publication  that  speculators  and  agents  were 
enabled  to  practice  the  most  infamoua  frauds  on 
claimants,  as  was  the  ease  in  relation  M  old  mil- 
itary claims  S9me  years  ago. 

Mr.  HOLMES,  in  corroboration  of  what  had 
been  said  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  said 
that  one  of  his  eonstiloenls  had  raoeiTcd  a  letter' 
from  a  person  at  Washington,  stating  that  there 
I  was  a  sum  of  money  standing  to  the  credit  of  bis 
father  on  the  booka  of  the  Treasury,  and  exaet- 
I  ingthirtypcreent.  fur  the  information.  He  knew, 
also,  of  a  number  of  others  similarly  situated. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  said  the  danger  was  not  of 
their  hunting  itp  the  rightftil  claimants  only,  but 
of  those  who  have  no  claims  whatever,  but  bear 
tbe  names  nf  the  claimants.  In  this  way,  there 
was  danger  that  the  grossest  frauds  would  be 
perpetrated.  The  same  thing  had  happened  in 
the  case  of  the  Virginia  bounty  land  claims  some 
years  ago,  when,  in  consequence  of  the  frauds 
perpetrated,  claims  were  passed  through  to  double 
the  amount  of  all  Ihe  just  claims  tliat  could  pos- 
sibly have  been  outstanding. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  New  York,  moved  that  the 
House  adjourn;  but  withdrew  this  motion  for  a 
moment,  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON,  whooflfered  Ih*  following 
resolution  1  which  was  read  forinfuriaativn:-  - 

Jtosed-ad,  Tbntjlw  Cmsaiiltee  on  Naval  Atfalrs  be  is- 
strucled  to  Inquire  iuio  tbe  expedieucv  of  pruvidiiig  Iiy  law 
for  Ihe  apiwiiiunlul  of  llie  Chief  of  the  Bun^au  ofpruvli- 
lon>  and  CloUiliig  out  of  Ike  niHnber  of  parsers  la  the 
Navy. 

The  House  (hen  adjourned. 


The  ftdhiwlng  peUtloof  were  pimented  10-day,  onder  f he 
rule: 

lly  Mr.  IIOI.MBS:  The  pMMina  of  Jola  Prorar  li  Co., 
to  lie  refuiid*'d  a  sum  of  imniay  (uiiil  under  a  forfulture  t  of 
heirs  of  K.  II.  Uoy,  for  a  Krniil  of  land  in  lieu  uf  lands  op. 
prnprinted  by  Ihe  Goveminiint  of  the  I7iiiled  States,  belong- 
ing 10  his  failier ;  of  Mary  R.  Haieh,  to  be  restored  to  the 
Navy  pension  fund ;  of  tbe  vesiry  of  lb.  FlHllip's  tilturcb, 
(.'liarlesuin,  S.iuih  l.'arolina,  lobe  retundedaatiui  of  money 
paid  in  duties  iiisiii  an  org. in. 

By  Mr.  DAVId,  of  Indiana;  Tile  petition  and  vouehers 
In  iheen<eiif  llieelaiiDofCidoiiel  Franeas  Vlga, laM  of  la- 
dlaiia ;  wliieb  was  referred  to  Use  Cvmniiuii*  aa  Bavotu- 
tioiiary  Cluiius. 

Also,  tlic  iH'iiilon  and  vouchers  of  Cornelias  Bogard, 
praying  eonipensatinn  for  ttvr>  horses  hMI  darmf  Ihe  last 
war ;  whieii  was  relbrred  lo  ibe  C'nuimiliea  of  UlilBia. 

Also,  the  petition  of  John  J.  Ileck,  of  Muannri,  praying 
eompcnsation  for  a  horse  lo^t  in  the  battle  of  Ttp;iecanoe ; 
whicli  was  referred  to  Uie  Committee  of  Claims. 

Abo,  Ibe  peuiinn  of  cUnBiaa  of  BuHtoa  oitatf,  Ibdl- 
aua,  askiag  the  ereeiiou  of  a  bsjdce  ovitr  ibe  Ohio  river  at 
IVhecling ;  which  was  referred  to  ibe  Cuiuniitlee  on  Ruads 
and  Canals. 

Also,  a  sbnllnr  petlllnn  ftom  eilioMw  of  Owen  enbniy, 
ladlaaa,  pmylnc  <Im  saaw  ob|aei ;  wtakh  was  nlimnl  lo 
Uie  same  coiamilMc. 

Also,  the  |>eiiiinn  nf  Gideou  Walker,  of  ladiaiia,  praying 
eonipeiisniion  for  services  rendered  as  a  soldier  fVtim  the 
year  17%  to  the  year  1795 ;  wliiek  was  refenred  to  tb«  Coai- 
mtlte*  nf  Chuais. 

Also,  Uie  petition  of  uameroaa  riiizeoa  nf  Knox  oounly. 
Indiana,  asking  a  dunntion  of  land  in  the  Vjncennea  lai||l 
distrfrt,  for  llie  purpose  of  improving  the  Wabaab  river  at 
Ihe  Graihl  RapMs ;  WMcli  was  (cferttd  U>«M  Comaiiase 
on  PabUe  Laaik. 

Also,  a  resolution  referring  fbc  papers  and  affidavits  in 
Uie  case  of  Alexander  Reid,  of  Lawrence  county,  Indians, 
aslting  a  pension  on  account  of  winmds  received  aurlatibe 
revoluiioiiary  war ;  wMob  wu  nlun4  m  Mm  OaaunMae 
on  (bvalid  Paaaiona. 

By  Mr.  SLIDGLL :  The  petition  of  tbe  branch  pilots  ef 
Ihe  port  nf  New  Orleans,  praying  lo  be  permilled  lo  enter, 
with  Hie  privilefe  nf  preem|Knrs,  a  eenain  tract  nf  land 
aiinated  near  Uie  Baliie,  al  Uas  anMh  af  Iha  river  Utoris- 
•ippl ;  UK  peUiiMi  af  L.  MtUaader  and-eiken,  (to  di*  coo- 
Ariiiaiioa  of  certain  entries  of  laa<t  in  Uk  New  Orleaiu 
land  district  i  the  iietitinn  orLewis  Irvln.  (br  the  ennflrma- 
llnn  of  Ihe  sale  of  a  trsrt  nf  puMie  land  in  ttw  New  Or- 
teoaa  laall  dMrlot  i  Uw  peHtlMi  of  Bernard  Hawbia  for  Ihe 
coal (aiaiiOH  of  i(m  sale  of  a  laot  of  land  in  tbe  dburiet 
north  of  Red  river,  Louisiana ;  the  peiiUon  of  F.  Dana  and 
nitrers,  for  die  CnmltimiTlnn  oiT  eenain  land  entriea  In  Ide 
New  Orleans  land  distrlel;  Ibe  peUtion  of  Peiar  PtaiUban 
oud  oUiers,  prayi^  tiiti^^e«U>ty-l»w  /ot  Ike  isauing  of 
pateiiis  for  conAVttM  land  cfalmt ;  the  petiUnn  of  B.  Ma- 
cign  V  and  otiiers,  prsfiaf  for  legislaMon  on  ibe  auMaei  nf 
contested  laud  claims  in  Louisiana;  whielf  Were  referred 
10  tbe  OommHiee  en  Private  lisnd  Chrims.  ' 

Alia,  Um  aMKIOD  all..  DalsM  and  mbsn,  Ibr  ika  alkiw- 
aaea  of  additional  eaanpenaaiiaii  to  ibe  daautiea  and  cUrks 
of  naval  officers  at  New  Orleans ;  the  petition  of  the  New 
Orleans  and  Carrolinn  Railroad  Company,  Ibr  reHef  against 
a  )ndfaien>  obtained  againti  tbem  hi  the  disiriet  court  ef 
Louisiana;  wliicta  were  rsftrtedloUiet^oiaaililoeanCoai- 
merce. 
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AIM,  Die  petition  of  llenriettt  Benea,  danibter  of  Cup- 
laia  LMIirap  AHm,  for  itn  coamntaliaii  and  komty  In4 
or  ker  ikib«f ;  which  wu  idbmd  to  tk«  Oomauan  oo 
Ravoluiioniiry  Clainu. 

By  Mr.  MUaPBV :  The  uniUon  of  EliuTreDCbwdand 
otlwra,  widowa  of  NaTf  emcen,  for  »  rettontioa  of  the 
Kmj  paiMion  nipd. 

Aleo,  the  peUtioa  of  Oaaiel  Inplla,  a  revolnlioaarjr 
claimant,  for  a  pension. 

Alto,  the  petition  of  John  Sweeney,  for  the  remiieion  of 
dutiea  on  a  pipe  of  (in  aeeidenlally  deatioyed. 

Aho,  the  peutian  of  Sainh  Hnnler,  widow,  for  relief. 

By  Btr.  MAOLAV :  The  petiiioa  of  OhedHh  Neweoah, 
of  the  city  of  New  York,  praying  Air  a  peniion. 

By  Mr.  WENTWORTH :  The  petiUo«t4' Garret  Norton, 
of  Do  Pafe  county,  Illinoli,  ibr  tue  icAinding  Uie  pureiiaM 
■MMiey  on  certain  land*. 

Alao,  tha  patitioa  of  Alra  Kaaada,  of  Kane  eonnty,  for 
tile  aame. 

By  Mr.  BIDLACK  t  The  petition  of  Renben  Taylor,  a 
aoldier  of  the  Herohition ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Kevolniionary  Paaaions. 

By  Mr.  WHITE :  The  peUlion  of  Robert  C.  Kelly,  of 
Kicbaond,  Kentuelty,  piayint  an  increase  of  Ills  peniiion ; 
which  waa  referred  to  llie  Couunittee  oo  Invalid  Pen- 
alona. 

By  Mr.  THOMPSON :  The  petition  nf  W.  W.  Brawninf 
and  J.  S.  Skinner,  imyiqt  the  confirnialioa  of  the  location 
of  certain  lands  made  to  saiisiy  the  claim  of  Alab.itclia,  by 
virtue  of  the  fourteenth  article  of  Dancing  Riibbit  creek ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  nn  Indian  Affairs. 

By  Mr.  OODOE,  of  Iowa :  Additinual  evidence  in  sup- 
port of  the  chifaa  of  John  Mmgan  for  a  pension ;  which, 
with  bis  oiber  mpera  on  Ale,  were  referred  to  the  Comiail- 
lee  on  Invalid  Pensions. 

Also,  tlie  panels  of  Samuel  D.  Bnochs,  relating  toaclaim 
forakorae  lost  la  the  Black  Hawk  war;  which  were  lefitrrcd 
to  tbe  Coouniuee  of  Claima. 


IN  SENATE. 
TcTEiDAT,  Dtember  19, 1843. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDOE  preaented  a  petition  from 
■undry  citizens  of  Michigan,  prnying  for  the  es- 
tablisnmeDtof  atnail  route  from  Mount  Clemena 
to  Romeo,  in  that  Stale-,  which  waa  referred  to 
tbe  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Poet  Roads. 

Mr.  MILLER  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
president  and  directors  of  the  Patriotic  Bank  of 
Washington,  asking  for  an  extension  of  their 
charter;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  MERRICK  presented  a  memorial  from 
George  Wilson  and  others,  workmen  lately  em- 
ploy^ io  the  navy-yard  in  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton, representing  the  exhaustion  of  the  appro- 
priation for  the  construction  and  equipment  of 
vsassls,  and  tlieir  consequent  sudden  discharge 
from  employment;  and  praying  an  early  special 
appropriation  for  the  resumption  of  the  work 
upon  the  tressels  begun  in  the  said  yard,  that  they 
may  be  restored  to  employment,  by  the  unex- 
pected loss  of  which  they  are  suffering  great 
hardships  during  the  inclement  season  of  the  win- 
ter. 

Mr.  M.-made  an  appeal  in  behalf  of  those 
workmen,  (some  of  whom  hare  lar^  Amities,) 
who  had  been  induced  to  come  to  this  citv  under 
a  promise,  by  the  QoTernmsnt,  of  renilar  em- 
ployment; and  maintained  that  it  was  the  duty  of 
Congress  to  make  an  early  appropriation  to  re- 
lieve them  from  their  calamitous  situation,  tie 
moved  to  refer  the  memorial  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs;  which  committee,  he  hoped  would 
give  tbe  subject  eariy  consideration. 
*  Mr.  EVANS  suggested,  as  the  bill  called  for 
•■  appropriation,  tbot  the  Committee  on  Finance 
woula  be  tbe  proper  committee  to  which  the  me- 
morial should  be  referred. 

Mr.  MERRICK  acquiesced  in  the  suggestion; 
and  that  rsferenoe  was  oeeordingly  made. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  presented  a  petition  from 
Elizabeth  Young,  prayinv  for  a  continuation  of 
the  pension  to  uer;  wliiat  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Penaions. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  presented  a  memorial  (Vom 
Commander  James  Mcintosh,  of  the  United  Stales 
Navy,  askinjg  that  eompeooalion  may  be  made 
him  for  semees  perfsrased  extra  alrave  bia  rank 
in  the  Navy,  tmoer  special  appointment;  which 
was  reftmd  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs.     . 

NOTICES  or  BaLS. 

Mr.  BAYARD  gave  notice  that  he  would,  to- 
morrow, ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  increase 
the  pay  of  certain  officers  in  the  revenue  cuttera, 
while  aervimt  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  BREESE  gave  notice  that  he  would,  to- 
morrow, ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Pierre  Menard  and  others. 


BILLS  IMTRODOCED. 

Mr.  BARROW,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to 

grovide  for  the  adjuatinent  of  land  claims  in  the 
tales  of  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  Alabama,  and 
Arkansas,  and  for  other  purposes;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pri- 
vate I<and  Claims. 

Mr.  FOSTER,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to 
establish  a  navy-yard  and  depot  at  or  adjacent 
to  the  city  of  Memphis,  on  the  Mississippi  river, 
in  tbe  State  of  Tennessee;  which  was  rend  twice, 
and  referred  to  ihe  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE,  on  leave,  introduced  a 
bill  to  apply  certain  alternate  sections  of  the  pub- 
lic domain  to  the  completion  of  works  of  internal 
improvement  in  the  State  of  Michi^n,  and  for 
other  purposes;  which  was  read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Landa. 

Mr.  WALKER,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill 
authorizing  the  relinquishment  of  the  sixteenth 
section  granted  for  tiie  use  of  schools,  and  the 
entering  of  other  lands  in  lieu  thereof;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

THE  COMPROMISE  ACT. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE,  agreeably  to  tha  notice  ^ven 
yesterday,  and  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  re- 
vive the  act  of  the  2d  of  March,  1833,  (uaually 
called  tbe  compromise  act,)  and  to  modify  tbe 
existing  duties  upon  foreign  imports,  in  conform- 
ity with  its  provisions. 

The  bill  having  been  read  the  first  time  by  iu 
title, 

Mr.  KINO  moved  that  tbe  bill  then  receive  a 
second  reading:. 

Mr.  EVANS  inquired  if  it  was  with  a  view  to 
its  reference  to  a  committee  ? 

Mr.  McDDFFIB  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

The  bill  was  then  read  the  second  time,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Bt  iltnatltdtjiti*  StnaU  md  Hamto/JUfrnenUUcn 
of  tke  Uinttd  SiaUt  of^mtrita  in  Confrett  oMtemMtdy  Tlist 
so  much  of  the  existing  law  imposing  duties  upon  foreign 
Imporis  Sii  piovidcri  Uist  duties  orf  vatortm  on  certain  com 
modiiies  sltail  be  asMsaed  upon  an  assumed  minimnim  value, 
lie,  and  the  same  is  hereby.  rt*pealod ;  and  tiiat  Uie  said 
dutlen  be  hereal'ier  aaieaaed  on  Uie  true  value  of  such  com- 
iiioditii*s. 

Sac.  3.  Jind  tc  It/Hriher  tnactei.  That  in  all  caws  in 
which  Iht  existing  duty  upon  any  importrd  cowmodity  ex- 
ceeds thirty  per  centum  nn  the  value  thuranr,  sucli  duly 
shall  lierealler  be  reduced  to  thirty  per  centum  ad  rmiortm. 

Sir.  3.  ^ad  bt  it  furUker  enacttii  That  from  and  after  the 
aim  day  uf  December  next,  all  duties  upon  foreign  iroporu 
shall  be  reduead  to  iwcnty-llve  per  ceninm ;  and  from  and 
after  the  3lst  of  Deoembtr,  1844,  to  twenty  per  centum  md 
wtirsm. 

Mr.  McDUFFlE  moved  that  the  bill  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  KING  remarked  that  he  had  no  disposition 
to  raise  objection  to  a  bill  of  this  descripunn,  for 
he  was  strongly  impressed  with  the  belief  that, 
for  the  purpose  of  raising  an  amount  of  revenue 
adequate  for  the  support  of  Government,  a  great 
modification  would  have  to  take  place  in  the  tariff 
law  of  the  last  Congress.  That  bill,  he  was  con- 
vinced, would  not  bring  in  an  adequate  amount 
for  tbe  support  of  Government,  even  with  the 
most  economical  administration  of  it.  So  believ- 
ing, he  hoped  that,  in  one  House  or  the  other, 
the  subject  would  be  tsken  up,  and  receive  a  calm 
and  thorough  investigation.  He  roue  now  for  the 
purpose  of  expressing  his  doubts,  founded  on  the 
practice  of  Congress,  in  regard  to  originating  bills 
of  this  kind  in  the  Senate.  When  Ihe  famous 
compromise  act  (which  this  bill  proposed  to  re- 
vive) passed  the  Senate, and  was  sent  to  the  House, 
that  House  was  ao  strongly  impressed  with  the 
belief  that  it  was  wrong  to  originate  such  a  bill 
here,  that  our  bill  was  not  considered  a  proper 
one  for  their  action.  They  passed  a  new  bill  em- 
bracing IM  identical  provisions,  and  sent  it  back 
for  our  action  a^in — taking  the  ground  that  sub- 
jects of  that  kind  must  originate  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  alone.  He  threw  out  this  sug- 
gestion that  honorable  gentlemen,  in  considering 
the  subject,  may  be  aware  of  the  stand  then  taken 
by  the  House.  Gentlemen  may  think  the  House 
was  wrong.  Bat  if  they  should  come  to  a  de- 
termination that  the  bill  ought  not  to  uriginale 
here,  or  to  some  other  conclusion,  then  the  Senate 
would  understand  whatoourse  to  pursue  hereafter. 
He  had  not  the  least  objection  to  the  reference 
proposed. 

Mr.  McDUPFIE  /who  was  very  indistinctly 
heard)  was  understood  tu  say  that  he  was  aware 


of  the  case  to  which  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Alabama  referred.  Whatever  was  then  the  de- 
cision of  the  House,  most  sssuredly  the  decision 
of  the  Senate  on  this  question  was  a  more  just 
rule  for  the  government  of  the  country  than  any 
decision  of  the  House.  He  was  then  in  the  House, 
and  did  not  recollect  that  such  a  question  was 
distinctly  made  at  that  time;  but  as  a  matter  of 
convenience,  merely,  another  bill  was  introduced, 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate.  Though  it  might 
not  be  constitutional  to  originate  a  bill  in  the  Sen- 
ate to  raise  revenue,  yet  he  conceived  it  would  be 
strictly  so  to  originate  one  reducing  an  existing 
tariff. 

Mr.  EVANS  said  he  certainly  had  no  objec- 
tion to  the  reference  of  this  bill.  He  did  not  make 
any  objection  to  its  introduction;  but,  at  the  same 
lime,  there  were  existing  strong  doubts  whether  a 
bill  of  this  character  could  originate  in  the  Sen- 
ate. He  was  aware  of  tbe  practice;  but  as  to  the 
compromise  bill,  the  Senator  from  Alabama  was 
a  little  miainken.  The  compromise  bill  did  not 
pass  the  .Senate,  and  was  not  sent  to  the  House 
at  all.  Before  it  was  passed,  the  House  origin- 
ated a  bill  and  sent  it  to  this'|>ndy,  and  the  oill 
introduced  here  was  laid  upon  the  table,  and  the 
other  passed.  This  was  a  matter,  however,  which 
the  Committee  on  Finance,  in  considering  the 
subject,  would  be  likely  to  investi>rate.  He  did 
not  desire  to  go  into  a  discussion  of  thia  matter 
of  adequacy  of  duties  under  the  existing  tarilT; 
but,  at  the  proper  lime,  he  would  take  the  liberty 
to  differ  with  the  Senator  from  Alabama  as  to  the 
experience  of  its  effects.  His  experience  waa, 
tiiat  the  present  tariff  would  furnish  enough  rev- 
enue to  carry  on  the  Government. 

The  bill  was  then  referred  to  (he  Commitlee-on 
Finance. 

IMPORTS  AND  EXPORTS. 

The  following  resolution,  introduced  by  Mr. 
WooPBuar  yesterday,  came  up,  and  was  adopt- 
ed: 

Jtesslse',  That  Ihe  Secretary  or  tiie  Treaaary  icpoit  to 
tbe  Senate  tlie  value  ni'  Uic  iaiimns  uf  tlic  year  preceding 
the  Isi  of  October,  1843,  diftinguiithing  tlin^e  free  fmni  Ihe 
oilien* ;  alMi,  tlie  valuu  of  ihn  exports  during  ilie  aame  pe- 
riod, distiiiguisliing  tliosc  of  doniealic  (irigin  from  the  oth- 
ers ;  and,  whsre  ibe  retUBUii  are  not  complete  for  the  last 
quarter,  estimating  tbe  value  as  near  as  may  be. 

PETITION  WITHDRAWN. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  leave  was 
granted  to  withdraw  from  the  files  of  the  Senate 
the  petition  of  George  Biber,  administrator  of  the 
estate  of  William  H.  Hunter. 

SUftTET  or  RED  RIVER. 

The  joint  resolution  to  provide  for  the  exam- 
ination and  survey  of  tbe  mouth  of  Red  river, 
csme  up  on  its  second  reading,  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  BARROW  moved  to  amend  the  first  reso- 
lution, by  inserting  the  word  *'  topographical" 
before  the  word  "engineers;"  whicn  was  agreed 
to;  and, on  his  further  motion,  the  resolution  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  executive  business; 
and  after  some  time  spent  thereon,  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
TuEtDAV,  Dteembtr  19, 1843. 

The  Journal  havin°;  been  read, 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  rose  and  observed 
that  he  was  desirous  of  asking  leave  of  the  House 
to  have  a  very  interesting  document  of  the  last 
session  printed.  It  was  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  on  the  subject  of  African 
colonization,  and  contained  a  mass  of  matter  rel- 
ative 10  commerce,  which  was  well  worth  pub- 
lishing. 

The  SPEAKER  informed  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  that  his  motion  was  not  in  order; 
tbe  first  business  before  the  House  being  the  res- 
olution of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  on  tbe 
subject  of  the  elections  in  certain  States. 

RBFBRBRCS  OF  PRESIOSNT'S  MESSAGE. 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  would  inform  the  Speaker 
and  the  House,  that,  as  yet,  no  busin(ts  whatever 
had  been  referred  to  the  standing  committees  of 
the  House;  the  President's  message,  and  the  vari- 
ous subjectsembraeed  in  it,  were  not  yet  referred; 
and  it  seemed  to  him  that  the  roost  profiiable  way 
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of  commencing  the  business  of  the  morning  would 
be  to  take  upthat  message, and  refer  the  subjects 
embraced  in  it  to  the  appropriate  standing  com- 
mittees. With  this  object  in  view,  he  would  ask 
the  (general  consent  of  the  House  to  refer  the  mes- 
sage to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
o(  the  Union;  after  which,  he  would  move  that 
the  House  resolve  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  for  the  purpose  of  disposing  of  the  vari- 
ous parts  of  it. 

The  SPEAKER  reminded  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  that  the  order  of  the  dajr  was  on  the 
resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr. 
Davis.] 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky,  insisted  on  taking 
up  the  order  of  the  day,  and  moved  the  previous 
question  on  it. 

Mr.  WISE  moved  the  suspension  of  the  rules, 
to  enable  him  to  offer  his  motion. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky,  insisted  that  his 
motion  for  the  previous  question  was  entitled  to 
the  precedence. 

Mr.  WISE  contended  that  he  had  not  yielded ' 
the  floor  when  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
moved  the  previous  question,  and  therefore  his 
motion  was  first  in  order. 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that  the  motion  for 
the  suspension  of  the  rules  was  first  in  order,  and 
put  the  question  on  it — which  resulted  ayes  98, 
noes  85. 
-  The  rules  being  thus  suspended, 

Mr.  WISE  moved  to  refer  the  messsge  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  at  the  opening  of 
the  present  session  to  the  Committee  of.  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WISE,  the  House  resolved 
jtself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Hofkihi  in  the  chair,) — 
ayes  98,  noes  35. 

Mr.  W.  here  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Raolved,  That  so  much  of  the  mevsafe  from  the  Prei- 
Idem  of  Che  United  Stsm  to  the  two  Honact  of  Cungrew, 
SI  the  coiomencemQiit  of  \hm  present  seMion,  as  relates  to 
our  foreign  afliiira,  lie  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
AfTatm. 

S.  That  so  much  thereof  as  relatas  to  tl>e  Indian  tribe*  ke 
referred  to  tlie  Committee  on  Indian  Aflairs. 

3.  That  so  much  as  relates  to  the  "  receipts  Into  the 
Treasury,"  and  the  expenditures  for  tlie  cat^ndar  year 
1843;  lo  llie  accounts  and  estimates  for  the  current  fiscal 
year;  to  the  halanees  In  tlie  Treasury ;  lo'the  subjects  of 
the  Treasury  notes  and  loans ;  to  tlie  resources  and  defl- 
cieucies  of  revenue  ;  in  the  ways  and  mennx  of  supplying 
revenue  ;  to  tlie  public  lands  and  proceeds  therenfas sources 
of  revenue  and  as  foundDtions  of  credit  to  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment; and  in  the  revision  of  the  tariff  with  a  view  to 
revenue,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

4.  That  so  much  as  relates  to  the  policy  of  securing  to 
the  pioneers  of  the  \Vei,t  tlic  right  of  preemption  in  the 
pobtic  lands  b«  referred  to  the  Committee  on  f'ublic Lands. 

5.  That  so  much  as  relatifs  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  War  upon  the  condition  of  the  Amy.  forts,  arsenals,  and 
the  establisliment  of  military  posts,  tic,  be  referred  to  tile 
Committee  on  Military  AfiTairs. 

6.  That  BO  much  as  relates  to  the  organization  of  the 
militia  tie  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Militia. 

7.  That  so  much  as  relates  lo  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
nf  the  Navy,  and  to  works  on  the  lakes  and  rivers  of  the 
West,  necessary  in  case  of  war  to  carry  on  successful 
naval  operations,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affiiin. 

8.  That  so  much  as  relates  to  ibe  report  of  the  Pnsmaster 
General  be  referred  to  the  Coiniuittee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Khada. 

9.  That  so  much  ss  relates  to  economy  and  "  a  system  of 
Seeauntability"  in  all  the  Executive  Deporunenu  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Expenditures. 

10. 'That  so  much  as  relates  to  the  eximndttures  of  the 
several  Executive  Depnrtments  be  referred  to  the  respect- 
ive Committees  on  Accounts  and  Expenditures. 

11.  That  so  much  as  relates  to  the  policy  of  attending  to 
the  lakes  and  rivers  of  the  West,  and  as  relates  to  the  im- 
provement of  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  river  partic- 
ularly, be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 
•  19.  That  so  much  as  relates  to  the  aSairsand  interests  of 
the  District  of  Columbia,  be  referred  to  tile  Committee  for 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

13.  That  so  mucli  as  relates  to  the  Smithsonian  bequest 
be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consist  of mem- 
bers. 

Mr.  A.  V.  BROWN  offered  the  following 
amendment: 

RtttUtd,  That  so  moch  of  the  President's  message  as  re- 
lates to  tbeLpccupation  and  settlement  of  the  Oregon  Terrt- 
uuj  be  reterred  to  tbe  (;omiiuttee  on  Teiritocies. 

He  begged  leave  to  remark  to  the  committee 
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that  the  above  proposition  was  submitted  by  him 
by  direction  of  the  Committee  on  Territories;  and 
the  committee  would  observe  that  it  did  not  em- 
brace the  idea  of  military  posts,  nor  any  foreign 
correspondence  in  relation  to  the  Territory.  The 
proposition  contemplated  that  that  branch  of  tbe 
subject  relating  to  the  number  of  military  posts, 
anil  their  location,  should  be  left  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs;  while  the  other  branch, 
relating  to  disputes  about  boundaries,  foreign 
negotiations,  &c.,  should  be  left  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Affairs.  The  simple  proposition 
now  made,  was  to  refer  the  subjects  of  occupa- 
tion and  settlement  only  to  the  Committee  on  Ter- 
ritories. 

Mr.  ADAMS  believed  that  the  subject  of  the 
Oregon  Territory  was  already  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  in  the  resolution 
of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia.  He  understood 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  ss  saying  that  he 
did  not  contemplate  taking  the  subject  entirely 
from  that  committee;  but  it  seemed  to  him  that, 
if  the  motion  prevailed,  such  would  inevitably 
belhecesult.  Itappeared  to  him  that,  if  it  should 
be  referred  to  another  committee,  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Affairs  would  have  nothing  to  do 
with  it. 

The  CHAIRMAN  remarked  that  the  first  res- 
olution of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr. 
Wise]  was  the  immediate  subject  of  consideration 
before  the  committee.  The  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  was  therefore  not  then 
in  order. 

Mr.  PHCENIX  offered  an  amendmeiM,  to  refer 
the  subject  of  the  warehousing  system  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce;  but  was  informed  by 
the  Chair  that  his  motion  wotUd  be  in  order  when 
the  resolution  on  that  subject  came  up. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  first  resolu- 
tion— referring  so  much  of  the  President's  mes- 
sage as  relates  to  foreign  affairs  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  AflTairs — and  decided  in  the  affirm- 
ative. 

The  question  being  pat  on  referrin":  so  much  of 
the  President's  messaee  as  relates  to  Indian  affairs 
to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Afidirs,  was  decided 
in  the  affirmative. 

The  question  being  put  on  referring  sb  much 
of  the  President's  message  as  relates  to  receipts 
and  expenditures  for  the  year  1843,  the  ways  and 
means  of  supplying^  revenue,  and  the  revision  of 
the  tarilf,  &,c.,&c.,  lo  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

The  next  clause  having  been  read  by  the  Clerk, 
as  follows:  t 

11.  That  so  much  as  relates  to  the  policy  of  attending 
to  the  lakes  and  rivers  of  the  West,  and  as  relates  to  the 
improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  Mia-iissippi  river  par- 
ticularly, be  referred  to  tlie  Committee  on  Commerce ; 

Mr.  THOMASSON  moved  to  amend  this  res- 
olution, by  striking  out  so  much  of  it  as  related 
to  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi river  particularly. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  inquired  of  the  Chair  if  the 
amendment  had  been  accepted.  He  believed  that 
the  resolution  did  not  conform  to  the  message, 
which  nfiirred,  if  he  was  not  mistaken,  not  to 
the  navigation  of  the  western  waters,  as  stated  by 
the  gentleman,  but  to  the  navigation  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi river. 

Mr.  THOMASSON  observed  that  if  his  motion 
did  not  conform  to  the  terms  of  the  messsge,  he 
was  willing  that  it  should  be  so  altered  as  to  be 
made  to  conform  to  it.  He  did  not,  however, 
wish  the  House  to  make  any  undue  distinction; 
but  that  they  should  take  in  the  whole  subject  of 
the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  western 
waters.    The  Mississippi  river  was  of  more  im- 

Cortance  to  himstilf  individually  than  any  other; 
ut  he  was  for  making  no  exception;  he  desired 
the  whole  subject  to  bi  referred,  that  they  might 
have  a  full  report. 

Mr.  BARNARD  asked  for  the  reading  of  the 
resolution  and  of  the  amendments;  which  having 
been  done,  he  said  he  would  suggest  an  altera- 
tion which  he  thought  would  meet  the  views  of 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  aod,  as  be  hoped, 


the  views  of  a  large  portion  of  the  committee.  The 
resolution,  according  to  his  view,  should  read, 
"  so  much  of  the  President's  message  as  relates 
to  new  tsorics  for  theimpiovement  of  harbors  or  of 
the  navigation  of  any  rivers."  The  resolution,  as 
it  now  stood,  would  refer  the  whole  subject  in  re- 
lation to  the  improvement  of  harbors  anywhere 
and  everywhere,  both  such  as  were  ^Ireaily  com- 
menced and  such  as  were  to  be  cpnrmenced,  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce.  Arid,  under  that 
resolution,  he  did  not  see  why  they  might  not 
take  charge  of  the  general  bill  for  appropriations 
ordinarily  introduced  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
on  works  already  commenced.  That  was  the 
reading  of  the  resolution  as  it  now  stood.  The 
language  of  the  resolution  was  very  general;  it 
would  embrace  everything — not  only  the  improve- 
ment of  harbors,  but  the  navigation  of  rivers,  by 
continuing  -old  works  snd  also  by  commenting 
new  ones.  This  had  not  been  the  practice  of  the 
House  heretofore;  the  practice  hatl  been  to  refer 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  an  appro- 
priation bill  for  carrying  on  old  works  of  internal 
improvement;  and,  if  any  new  ones  were  to  be 
undertaken,  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce.  He  desired  the  same  course  should 
be  taken  now.  And  he  desired,  also,  that  there 
should  be  no  invidious  distinction  made  between 
any  one  river  and  another.  He  would  propose, 
therefore,  that  the  resolution  sending  the  matter 
t<T  the  Committee  on  Commerce  should  be  limited, 
so  that  that  committee  should  take  charge  of  new 
works  only.  He  was  aware  that  the  President, 
in  his  message,  had  limited  his  care  and  concern 
for  the  improvement  of  harbors  and  the  naviga- 
tion of  rivers  to  the  western  waters,  as  if  there 
were  no  streams  running  into  the  ocean  worthy 
of  his  regard,except  those  west  of  the  mountains. 
He  desired  to  inform  the  House  and  the  Presi- 
dent that  he  could  name  a  river  which  bears  upon 
its  waters  more  commerce  than  all  the  other  riv- 
ers of  the  United  States  put  together,  (except  the 
Mississippi,)  the  navigation  of  which  river  was 
seriously  obstructed,  and  the  improvement  of  the 
navigation  of  which  had  been  undertaken  and 
prosecuted  about  half  way,  and  then  left,  to  the 

freat  detriment  of  the  commerce  of  the  country, 
t  was  a  river  on  which  floats  nearly  a  hundred 
millions  in  value  every  year;  a  ri*er  which  iiTnaT- 
igated  by  nine  hundred  vessels  every  season.  Ha 
expecteti  to  be  aMe  to  present  to  this  House,  in  a 
few  days,  (with  the  aid  of  the  House,)  a  report 
•which  had  been  prepared  under  the  direction  of 
the  Topographical  Bureau  upon  this  subject.  At 
present,  his  object  was  to  make  the  resolution  as 
broad  at  least  as  the  President's  message,  and  to 
refer  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  according 
to  the  invariable  usage  of  the  House,  only  the 
subject  of  new  works.  The  subject  of  continu- 
ing works  already  begun  should  go  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  and  ought  not  to  go 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce.  • 

He  desired  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  to 
understand  that  there  was  no  fenileman  in  that 
House  who  had  more  at  heart  the  improvement 
of  the  navigation  of  the  western,  as  well  as  of  the 
eastern  waters,  than  himself.  There  was  no  one 
who  had  more  zeal  upon  this  subject;  and  he 
sincerely  hoped  it  would  be  treated  fairly.  Hit 
object  at  present  was  to  prevent  the  House  from 
departing  from  its  usual  custom  in  regard  to  this 
subject  in  referring  it  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means;  and  he  hoped  the  proposition  which 
he  would  DOW  make  would  meet  toe  views  of  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky. 

Mr.  WISE  asked  for  the  reading  nf  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  New  York.  If  this 
were  the  proposition,  he  had  a  remark  to  mak«t 
which,  he  thought 

Mr.  BARNARD  said  if  the  modification  were 
not  accepted  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
he  would  move  it  as  a  distinct  amendment. 

The  CHAIRMAN  intimated  that  it  could  not 
be  so  moved  until  the  first  amendment  should  be 
disposed  of. 

Mr.  WISE  said  tbe  proposition,  then,  was  to 
refer  what  was  not  in  the  message  at  all.    Th« 
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proper  matters  of  reference  were  what  the  mes- 
sage contained ,  and  not  mere  propositions  started 
by  members  of  that  House.  And  what  was  the 
message?  He  would  like  to  call  tlie  attention  of 
the  committee  to  what  the  message  contained  on 
the  subject  of  the  improvement  of  the  navigation 
of  the  lakes  and  rivers  of  the  West.  It  was  di- 
vided into  three  points;  first,  the  general  subject 
of  giving  attention  lo  the  lakes  and  rivers  of  the 
West,  giving  them  all  the  attention  which  the 
Constitution  would  enable  Congress  to  bestow. 
It  did  not  say  whether  that  attention  should  be 

fiven  to  the  navigation  or  to  the  construction  of 
arbors.  He  presumed  the  gentleman  was  some- 
what hypercritical  when  he  attempted  to  point 
outadistinstlon.  Lake  Michigan — ay, even  Lake 
George  might  be  considered  a  western  lake  within 
the  meaning;  of  the  term.  Congress  should  give 
their  attention  to  all  lakes  and  rivers  of  the  coun- 
try. The  navigation  of  the  lakes  and  rivers  of 
the  interior  had  been  always,  heretofore,  consid- 
ered a  subject  of  primary  importance,  whether 
considered  with  a  view  to  the  improvement  of  the 
country  generally,  or  to  faciliuttc  military  or  na- 
val operations.  The  message  of  the  President, 
in  «ne  word,  asked  Congress  to  give  xheir  atten- 
tion to  the  lakes  and  rivers — all  the  attention 
which  the  States  would  allow  Congress  to  bestow 
upon  tha  subject.  An  appropriation  was  made 
by  the  last  Congress  for  the  improvement  of  the 
navigfation  of  the  Mississippi;  and  the  President 
had,  in  addition  to  directing  the  attention  of  Cnn- 
eresa  to  the  general  subject,  alluded  to  that  river 
in  particular. 

What  did  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  now 
propose  ?  To  assert  that  the  Presidcntsaid  some- 
thing in  his  message  about  the  navigation  of  all 
the  rivers  of  the  West.  It  was  well  known  lo 
that  House,  as  well  as  to  the  nation  at  large,  that 
the  Mississippi  had  always  been  distinguished 
from  allolherriver8,onHCCount  of  its  magnitude, 
on  account  of  the  vast  extent  of  country  which 
was  bounded  by  its  waters:  from  its  source  to  its 
mouth  it  laved  the  borders  of  many  States,  which 
were  consequently  all  of  them  deeply  interested 
in  the  free  navigation  of  its  waters.  That  great 
extent  of  country  was  still,  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poaes,  within  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  this 
Government.  This  would  be  admitted  by  the 
strict-constructionist  ofthe  strictest  school.  The 
improvement  of  the  Mississippi,  as  compared 
Willi  that  of  any  other  river  over  which  Congress 
had  jurisdiction,  was  of  paramount  importance. 
As  tp  the  power  of  internal  improvement,  if  they 
allowed  the  strict  sect  of  the  Pharisees  to  decide 
for  them,  and  took  only  what  they  granted,  they 
would  have  more  than  enough  to  engage  their 
utmost  Bltenlioix — the  gentleman  from  South  Car- 
olina, with  his  rule*  of  strict  construction  on  the 
one  band,  and  the  American  system  on  the  other,' 
to  decide  to  what  extent  the  Constitution  would 
allow  Congress  lo  go.  The  message  did  not  at- 
tempt to  dictate  to  Congress  what  amount  of  at- 
tention they  should  bestow  upon  the  subject,  but 
left  it  entirely  to  their  own  discretion.  Itshould 
be  left  to  the  discretion  ofthe  committee,  witen  the 

2uestion  of  internal  improvement  should  arise,  to 
etcrmine  how  fnr  they  should  go.  No  one  had 
denied  the  power  of  the  Government  to  construct 
upon  the  lakes,  or  anywhere  else,  works  that 
might  be  necessary  in  case  of  war,either  fur  mil- 
itary or  naval  operations.  All  matters,  theiefore, 
connected  with  naval  operations,  were  properly 
submitted  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afiairs. 
They  would  find,  when  the  subject  came  to  be 
taken  up,  that  the  st^am  navy  upon  the  waters  of 
the  Mississippi  would  require  a  large  expenditure 
in  the  construction  of  harbors;  and  that  species 
of  internal  improvement  was  incidental  to  the 
military  operations  ofthe  country,  and  the  great 
object  of  self-defense. 

in  conclusion,  he  repeated  that  he  wished  this 
subject  to  go  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be- 
fore they  entered  into  any  debate  in  relation  to 
it. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  said  he  was  glad  that  gentle- 
men on  this,  floor  had  found  out  that  there  was  a 
place  called  "the  West."  It  had  been  a  long 
time  since  the  West  had  received  much  notice. 
There  was  another  additional  remark  which  he 
wished  to  make,  that  gentlemen  might  under- 
stand it  from  the  start;  it  was,  that  "  the  West" 
intended  lo  take  care,  of  itself,  and  of  its  own  in- 
terests, and  in  its  own  way.  So  far  as  this  ques- 


tion was  concerned — the  referring  of  this  mes- 
sage— he  thought  it  was  asmall  one;  but  it  would 
spriiig  a  question  that  might  be  found  to  be  a  large 
one  before  it  was  got  rid  of;  and  he,  as  one  of 
the  Representatives  of  the  West — and  he  felt  just 
exactly  as  one  of  that  number  now — would  say, 
"  Hands  oflT,  gentlemen;  you  have  long  enough 
acted  without  regard  to  the  interests  of  the  West, 
and  we  will  help  ourselves  now."    [Laughter.] 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  given  them 
some  good  advice.  That  gentleman  was  anxious 
that  the  West  should  come  in  with  its  strength, 
and  take  advice  as  to  the  good  old  straight-jacket 
construction  of  the  Constitution.  He  appreciated 
the  gentleman 's  motives.  The  gentleman  was  as 
anxious  now  to  help  the  West  as  others  were; 
and  why?  Because  the  West  had  become  an 
empire  of  herself.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia 
had  got  some  notions  of  strict  construction  aoout 
him,  on  which  he  feared  they  of  the  West  would 
stumble.  Now  he  belonged  to  the  straight-jacket 
sect  of  strict  constructioiiisis  of  the  Constitution 
in  general,  [laughtei,]  and  the  gentleman  need 
nolenterlain  any  fears.  They  of  the  West  would, 
however,  take  care  of  themselves,  and  not  go 
further  than  they  were  authorized  to  do  by  even 
a  strict  construction.  [Laughter.]  He  would  give 
his  word  for  that.  The  gentleman  from  New 
York  took  some  objections  to  the  West;  and  he 
thought  that  gentleman  spoke  of  the  West  with 
a  kind  of  sneer.  That  gentleman  talked  about- 
the  West,  and  then  referred  to  the  Hudson  river; 
and  what  did  the  gentleman  want  to  do?  He 
wanted  to  add  that  "  spring  branch"  to  the  great 
waters  of  the  West.  [Laughter.]  He  (Mr.  K.) 
admitted  that  the  Hudson  river  was  a  great  river. 
It  would  do  very  well  to  drink  out  of;  it  was, 
however,  a  little  brackish,  and  was  not  so  good 
as  the  Mississippi.  But  how  long  had  the  Gov- 
ernment been  spending  money  upon  it?  He  trav- 
eled up  that  river  once;  and  all  the  obstructions 
he  saw  were  artificial  ones — the  poles  stuck  down 
to  fish  by.  But  he  would  lel|  the  gentleman,  who 
affected  tosneerat  tbe  Mississippi  and  the  waters 
ofthe  West,  that  the  Hudson  was  nothing  more 
than  a  "spring  branch,"  as  compared  with  the 
Mississippi  and  its  tributaries.  The  Hudson 
river,  it  was  true,  was  in  the  State  of  New  York; 
and  he  would  admit  that  New  York  was  the 
Empire  State. 

But  look  at  the  greatvalley  of  the  West,  through 
which  the  Mississippi  and  her  tributaries  flowed, 
whose  sources  were  in  the  western  mountains, 
and  whose  streams  flowed  through  thousands  and 
thousands  of  miles  of  rich  and  fertile  land,  for 
whiise  commerce  she  was  the  natural  channel; 
and  New  York,  great  as  she  undoubtedly  was, 
was  small  in  comparison — so  small,  compara- 
tively, that  she  might  be  put  into  his  breeches 
pocket.  Some  gentlemen  sneered  at  the  Missis- 
sippi valley  who  never  saw  it.  He  bad  seen  it, 
and  knew  how  he  ought  t^  express  himself  to- 
wards it.  They  of  the  West  were  all  from  the 
older  States,  or  descended  from  those  who  were 
from  the  older  States — at  least,  most  of  those  on 
this  side  of  the  mountains  were — and  the  older 
States  had  been  in  the  habit  of  looking  upon  them 
as  a  parent  looks  upon  absent  children.  The 
older  States  had  been  too  much  accustomed  to 
look  upon  the  West  as  colonies  of  those  old  States. 
They  bad  been  treated  as  children  who  had  left 
their  father'shearth  tomake  the  West  their  home; 
but  they  forgot  that,  in  the  West,  they  bad  grown 
beyontf  their  knowledge;  and  if  they  still  looked 
upon  the  West  as  a  mother  does  uponason,  who 
had  lef^  the  paternal  roof,  as  always  looking, 
when  his  head  was  covered  with  the  frost;  of 
many  winters,  and  when  he  had  become  the  head 
of  a  mighty  family  and  a  powerful  nation,  as  when 
he  was  playing  about  his  mother's  knee  in  his 
native  village,  they  were  much  mistaken.  The 
West  had  become  a  mighty  empire;  and  he 
charged  gentlemen  no  longer  to  adhere  to  a  sys- 
tem which  had  well  nigh  alienated  the  child  from 
4ts  mother's  heart.  No,  no;  for,  as  one  gentleman 
had  correctly  remarked,  the  West  no  longer 
wanted  "  milk  for  babes,"  but  the  meat  of  men; 
and  what  was  more,  they  would  have  it.  He 
would  add,  too,  that,  wliile  what  they  wanted 
(hey  would  do  for  themselves,  they  would  never 
trespass  on  the  strict  rule  of  right,  or  the  strict 
nnd  proper  construction  of  the  Constitution. 
They  asked  for  that  which  was  right;  but  they 
asked  fur  no  more. 


The  gentleman  from  Virginia  said  he  (Mr.  K.) 
was  taking  that  gentleman's  advice;  and  hj  woulo 
remark  that  he  was  always  willing  to  take  good 
advice,  come  from  what  quarter  it  might.  But, 
besides  taking  advice,  he  would  give  it,  too.  He 
would  advise  his  associates  from  the  Mississippi 
valley  not  to  allow  others  to  hang  upon  the  in- 
terests ofthe  great  West  the  deaii  weights  which 
for  years  past  had  been  fastened  upon  them,  and  ' 
by  which  they  had  been  borne  down.  He  would 
say  to  the  gentlemen  from  the  West,  "  keep  your 
eyes  steadily  fixed  on  your  object,  and  receive 
none  of  those  interests  into  the  connection  (such 
as  the  Hudson  river  and  others)  which  hsd  hith- 
erto struck  it  down."  By  such  union  of  inter- 
ests the  good  was  lost.  Yes,  the  Dutch  message 
was  killed  yesterday  by  its  union  with  other 
propositions.  There  were  two  ways  to  kill  a 
thing;  the  one  was  by  voting  it  down  by  main 
force,  and  the  other  by  its  pretended  friends 
pressing  it  down.  But  he  would  say  to  gentle- 
men there,  they  must  not  suppose,  now  that  the 
West  had  got  eighty-odd  Representatives,  that 
she  would  not  be  determined  to  do  justice  to  her- 
self; and  for  the  future  that  she  was  not  going  to 
allow  any  thing  else  to  be  thrown  on  her  shoulders. 
Now  the  West  was  able,  she  was  going  to  do 
herself  justice.  Her  waters  were  of  as  much 
national  importance  as  the  harbors  on  the  sea- 
board; and  if  they  supposed  that  she  was  going 
to  allow  them  to  hang  upon  her  any  exploded 
system,  they  were  mistaken.  But  if  they  had 
not  yet  strength  sufficient,  rather  than  see  the  in- 
terests of  the  West  hitched  on  to  any  other,  he 
would  be  willing  to  wait  ten  years  longer,  and 
then  they  could  get  them  attended  to  by  her  own 
ample  constitutional  strength.  He  made  these 
remarks  because  he  did  not  wish  to  be  misun- 
derstood on  the  subject. 

He,  however,  again  said  he  was  glad  that  gen- 
tlemen had  discovered  there  was  such  a  place  as 
the  West;  and  he  would  repeat,  that- the  West 
would  attend  to  her  own  interests.  He  had  no 
doubt  many  gentlemen  now  supposed  they  could 
hitch  on  to  the  western  country.  He  admitted' 
that  they  were  treated  a  little  more  kindly  in  the 
message  than  they  had  been  before;  but  still, 
though  it  might  not  be  the  court  fashion,  he  bad 
thought  it  the  best  policy  to  tell  the  naked  truth, 
as  he  had  done.  With  respect  to  the  reference 
of  that  portion  of  the  message  which  was  in 
consideration,  he  would  remark  that  he  cared  not 
to  what  committee  it  was  sent.  He  cared  so  lit- 
tle about  it,  that  he  had  not  even  looked  where 
the  proposed  committee  was  located;  for  he  was 
satisfiei]  that  if  the  conTmittee  (be  it  which  it 
might)  did  not  do  them  justice,  there  was  a  place 
where  justice  would  be  done,  out  of  committee. 

Mr.  HOLMES  was  greatly  rejoiced  to  listen  to 
the  speech  ofthe  gentleman  from  the  West.  With 
that  gentleinan,  he  was  greatly  rejoiced  that  the 
great  West,  like  a  strong  man  after  sleep,  had 
arisen  and  was  resolved  to  shake  her  locks.  He 
was  gratified  to  hear  the  sentiments  of  the  gen- 
tleman who  came  from  a  territory  which  had  been 
planted  by  the  descendants  of  the  early  colonists 
of  the  New  England  States;  and  that  the  West 
would  rise  up  and  become  a  great  empire  he  fondly 
believed;  and,  as  a  southern  man,  he  fondly  cher- 
ished the  idea.  It  was  time  for  the  West,  with 
her  vast  rivers  and  her  mighty  resources  of  soil, 
to  arise  and  act,  and,  like  the  descendants  of  that 
great  nation  which  sent  her  colonists  to  the  West- 
ern World,  to  wake  up  against  their  mother,  and 
no  longer  sufTcr  that  mother  to  give  them  milk  for 
babes;  but,(iu  the  language  of  a  gentleman  who 
had  preceded  him)  to  claim  the  right  to  purchase 
the  strong  meat  of  men,  and  likewise  to  control 
that  mother,  and  no  longer  permit  her  to  poison 
the  very  sources  from  which  they  drew  the  ele- 
ment of  life.  The  West  was  progressing  with 
rapidity  that  few  men,  who  had  not  looked  care- 
fully at  her  statistics,  had  any  conception  of.  The 
produce  of  her  soil  multiplied,  until  actually  she. 
produced  forty-four  bushels  to  every  man,  wo- 
man, and. child  in  the  United  States;  giving  of 
grain  no  less  than  one  hundred  million  bushels 
more  than  could  be  consumed  by  the  eighteen 
million  people  in  the  United  States.  And  what 
was  to  become  of  this  immense  wealth  of  her  soil  ? 
Her  abundance,  instead  of  being  a  blessing,  would 
become  a  burden,  unless  there  was  improvement 
in  the  navigation  of  her  waters,  and  until  she  said 
10  the  eastern  and   to  the  northern  Stales,  we 
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must  come  in  for  a  participation  in  equal  benefits 
and  equal  rights,  that  we  may  transmit  to  other 
market!  the  vast  resources  of  our  soil.  There 
were  already  very  great  amounts  of  grain  floated 
down  the  Nlississippi,  which  required  facilities 
for  its  transmission,  and  might  soon  require  pro- 
tection. They  had  heard  the  sound  of  distant 
thunder,  and  no  man  knew  when  it  would  burst 
upon  them,  nor  from  what  quarter  it  would  come; 
and  so  greatly  had  the  interests  of  the  West  been 
disregarded  by  the  Representatives  of  the  whole 
people,  that  there  was  not  a  single  mode  of  pro- 
lectioti  devised  for  the  commerce,  in  time  of  war, 
which  floated  to  the  ocean  down  the  Mississippi. 
South  of  ChesapeHke  bay  there  was  not  a  single 
naval  station,  nor  a  solitary  navy-yard — for  Pen- 
sacola  was  not  one,  in  the  strict  sense  of  the  term; 
and  what  was  tlie  resuft  to  the  West,  and  to  her 
produce,  which  floated  down  her  mighty  witters? 
Why,  a  small  fleet  of  British  cruisers  in  the  Gulf 
of  Niexico,  after  a  storm  had  dismantled  our  ves- 
sels, would  be  in  possession  of  the  produce  of  the 
West.  The  Mississippi  ought,  therefore,  not 
only  to  have  lier  navigation  irnprovrd,  but  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  and  the  Representa- 
tives from  the  otherSiates  ought  to  insist  on  having 
a  navy.yard  at  Memphis,  or  some  other  point, 
that  vessels  injured  in  a  storm  might  be  repaired 
ID  the  shortest  possible  time.  For  if,  in  time  of 
war,  our  vessels  are  dismasted,  and  must  be  sent 
to  the  North  for  repairs,  the  many  millions  of 
produce  which  floats  down  the  volley  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi would  be  blocked  up  by  the  ships  of 
Great  Britain,  who  had  now  Garoadous  anj  Ja- 
maica aiid  other  neighboring  points;  and  if  that 
Power  get  possession  of  our  produce,  there  would 
be  no  means  of  restoring  it'until  peace  was  re- 
stored. 

He  did  not  want  this  question  to  go  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce;  and  amongst  the  rea- 
sons which  would  influence  him  to  vole  against 
that  reference,  there  was  one  which  he  entertained 
honestly  and  in  all  sincerity;  it  was,  that  on  that  | 
committee  there  was  no  western  man.  Fie  was 
afraid  to  allow  the  interests  of  the  Vfexl  to  go 
there;  for  he  apnrelicnded,  further,  that  that  com- 
naittee  would  adhere  to  the  tariff  system,  which 
erusbed  all  the  business  of  the  West.  He  feared 
that  committee  would  not  be  favorable  to  the  pe- 
culiar interests  of  the  West;  and  hence  he  called 
apon  western  gentlemen  to  go  with  them  of  the 
South  in  breakingdown  the  tarilTand  and  in  bring- 
ing it  to  a  revenue  standard.  Let  the  system 
adopted  be  such  as  would  make  the  North,  the 
East,  the  South,  and  the  West,  one  nation  and 
one  people,  and  he  would  go  with  them. 

Mr.  WILKINS  spoke  of  the  importance  of  the 
Ohio  and  Mississippi,  and  their  vast  superiority 
over  the  Hudson.  There  was  no  such  highway 
for  commerce  on  the  face  of  the  earth  as  the  Ohio 
and  the  Mississippi;and  yet,  was  there  any  high- 
way of  commerce  that  was  so  much  neglected  as 
the  Ohio  and  the  Mississippi  rivers  had  been  by 
the  General  Government .'  Compare  for  one  mo- 
rnent,  the  annual  appropriations  made  for  the 
waters  on  the  sea-board  and  for  the  western 
waters.  Look  at  what  was  done  for  the  sea-board 
in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Hudson  river,  if  not 
for  that  river  itself. 

Look  at  your  fortifications,  light-houses,  break- 
waters, sea-walls,  and  the  immense  expenditures 
jn  the  equipment  of  the  Navy,  all  expended  on 
the  sea-board.  Look  at  your  annual  expendi- 
tures at  your  great  Atlantic  cities — New  York, 
Philadelphia,  and  Baltimore — and  compare  them 
with  your  expenditures  at  New  Orleans.  It  was 
impossible  to  reflect  on  the  vast  importance  of 
the  tatter  city,  without  being  mortified  at  the  lit- 
tle that  had  been  done  for  it;  and  looking  back 
upon  its  past  history,  it  would  be  diflicult  to  see 
what  favors  had  been  extended  to  it  by  the  Gov- 
ernment, unless,  indeed,  in  the  sending  General 
Jackson  there  to  defend  it  in  1815.  On  the  Ohio 
and  Mississippi  rivers  there  were  at  least  six 
thousand  miles  of  uninterrupted  navigation — 
equal  to  two  trips  across  the  Atlantic;  and  what, 
be  would  ask,  had  been  done  for  it?  Last  year 
ther«  were  expended  probably  some  forty  or  fifty 
thousand  dollars  in  the  commencement  of  im- 
provements, which  must  be  all  lost  without  a  con- 
tinuance of  the  works  thus  begun.  Now  this 
was  an  additional  reason  for  the  President's  rec- 
ommending the  attention  of  Congress  to  the  west- 
ern waters,  for,  unless  the  work  which  has  been 


commenced  is  continued,  the  money  already  ex- 
pended will  be  lost.  There  was  another  reason 
why  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers  stood  in  a 
peculiar  light  before  them;  and  that  was,  there 
were  no  rivers  in  the  United  States  or  anywhere 
else  in  which  the  trade  and  commerce  carried  on 
its  bosom  were  exposed  to  so  many  currents. 
There  was  an  immense  volume  of  water,  to  be 
sure;  but  the  whole  of  these  rivers,  from  one  end 
to  the  other,  presented  cojuinued  peril  to  the  en- 
terprising travclerand  trader.  Let  gentlemen  re- 
flect on  the  losses  to  commerce  annually  incurred 
on  these  waters,  and  they  would  sec  an  addition- 
al reason  for  the  introduction  of  this  subject  in 
the  President's  message. 

The  Government  was  now  engaged,  at  Pitta- 
burg,  (which  stood  at  (he  head  of  the  navigation 
of  the  Ohio,)  in  the  construction  of  iron  steam- 
ships, intended  for  the  navigation  of  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico;  and  he  hoped  the  period  was  not  distant 
when  they  should  see  a  naval  depot  at  some  point 
eithf^r  in  Kentucky,  Indiana,  or  Illinois,  where 
all  these  vessels  could  be  equipped  without  going 
round  to  the  Atlantic  sea-board.  This  was  an 
additional  reason  why  the  President  had  wisely 
pointed  out  the  great  national  importance  of  the 
improvement  of  the  western  waters.  Mr^  W., 
in  conclusion,  adverted  to  the  fact  that  more  than 
half  the  Slates  of  the  Union  hod  territory  border- 
ing immediately  on  these  rivers,  and  that  there 
'was  hardly  a  State  which  was  not  deeply  inter- 
ested in  the  commerce  and  navigation  carried  on 
through  them.  We  of  the  West  ask  but  little — 
we  ask  but  the  removal  of  the  obstructions  in  the 
way  of  I  he  most  importantcommcrce  in  the  world; 
and  to  secure  this  end,  we  hope  the  introduction 
of  other  general  subjects  will  be  avoided,  and  that 
a  resolution  will  be  adopted  pointing  directly  to 
the  object  in  view. 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY  fully  appreciated  the  mer- 
its aiid  importance  of  the  great  West,  and  had 
no  doubt  that  every  one  here  was  willing  to  ac- 
cord to  that  region  all  the  praise  that  it  deserved 
He  was  willing  to  admit,  too,  that  Pittsburg, 
standing  at  the  head  of  western  navigation,  was 
a  great  and  flourishing  town;  but,  he  would  osk, 
what  had  all  this  to  do  with  the  question  before 
the  House?  What  was  it  to  the  question  under 
consideration ,  that  Mississi  ppi  was  a  great  stream, 
and  deserved  the  attention  and  favors  of  the  Gov- 
ernment? What  was  it  to  the  question  before 
them,  that  the  tarifl"  was  oppressive  to  the  South, 
and  that  it  was  the  interest  of  the  South  and  West 
to  unite  and  put  it  down  ?  That  was  not  the  point 
before  the  committee.  Why  were  all  these  mat- 
ters brought  up  now?  Why  this  billing  and  coo- 
ing between  the'  South  and  West  on  the  mere 
matter  of  referring  the  President's  message?  He 
had  noparticularobjections  to  these  love  matters, 
but  he  disliked  ^o  see  them  introduced  on  so 
trivial  a  matter  as  referring  a  particular  portion 
of  the  message,  to  the  delay  of  the  biisiness  of 
the  Hojise.  If  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  fairly 
and  correctly  stated  the  purport  pf  the  President's 
message,  it  was  plain  tliat  th^  reference  should 
include  all  the  lakes  and  rivers  of  the  country. 
We  might  wish  the  message  to  contain  other  mat- 
ter; but,  in  referring  it,  all  we  have  to  do  is  to 
refer  what  is  pertinent  and  relevant  to  it. 

According  to  the  gentleman  'a  explanation ,  when 
the  President  spoke  of  the  lakes  and  rivers  of  the 
West,  he  meant  Lake  Champlain,  Connecticut 
river,  &c.,  as  well  as  the  Mississippi  and  Ohio. 
The  honorable  gentleman  said  that  the  President 
meant  all  the  lakes  and  rivers  of  the  Union,  so  far 
as  Congress  had  anything  to  do  with  them.  This 
being  the  case,  they  could  have  little  difliculty  in 
referring  the  subject  of  all  the  lakes  and  rivers  of 
the  country,  without  confining  the  reference  to 
any  one  of  them. 

Mississippi,  to  be  sure,  was  a  most  magnificent 
stream,  and  thei^  were  no  rivers  in  the  East  to 
be  compared  with  it;  but  the  eastern  rivers  might 
want  something;  though,  as  this  was  not  the 
proper  time  for  it,  he  would  not  say  that  they 
would.  Lake  Champlain,  too,  was  an  important 
sheet  of  water;  it  touched  on'Canada;  we  had 
many  important  posts  on  it,  and  a  great  battle 
was  fought  there  during^  the  last  war.  But  all 
this  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  question;  and  he 
would  not  now  discuss  the  subject  of  what  should 
be  appropriated  for  it.  But  he  would  ask,  did  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana  mean  that,  because  Mis- 
sissippi was  more  important  than  Lake  Cham- 


plain, nothing  should  be  done  for  the  latter?  nor 
for  Lake  Ontario,  Lake  Erie,  &c.  ?  There  could 
be  no  reason  for  it;  and  the  President,  he  be-* 
lievedj  did  not  intend  to  select  out  one  or  two 
objects,  and  recommend  them  to  the  notice  of 
Congress  as  the  only  ones  on  which  the  power  of 
the  Government  should  be  exercised. 

Mr.  WISE  (with  the  permission  of  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York)  explained  that  his  only 
object  was  to  refer  the  subjects  embraced  in  the 
President's  message.  If  there  was  anything 
which  gentlemen  deemed  of  importance  not  in- 
eluded  in  the  message,  they  could  ofler  a  separate 
resolution  in  relation  to  it. 

Mr,  THOMASSON  asked  leave  to  offer  a  sin- 
gle suggestion.  He  did  not  believe  that  the  com- 
mittee understood  his  proposition.  It  was  merely 
to  leave  out  the  river  Mississippi. 

Mr.  WISE.  Do  I  understand  that  the  gentle- 
man would  be  content  if  the  navigation  of  the 
Mississippi  is  stricken  out? 

Mr.  THOMASSON  replied  that  that  was  his 
object.  It  was  due  to  the  importance  of  the  sub- 
ject that  the  lakes  and  rivers  of  the  West  should 
be  referred  to  some  committee  more  suitable  than 
the  Committee  on  Commerce,  to  takelhem  into 
consideration. 

Mr  BEARDSLEY  wanted  to  know  if  gentle- 
men meant  to  exclude  the  great  northern  lakes, 
and,  if  so,  on  what  principle  were  they  to  be  ex- 
cluded? He  could  not  believe  that  the  President 
had  any  such  ideas  in  framing  his  message;  but 
that  he  intended  tliat  all  our  lakes  and  rivers 
which  come  fairly  within  the  scope  of  the  power 
of  the  Government,  shall  be  considered  by  Con- 
gress with  the  same  favor.  It  seemed  to  him, 
therefore,  that  everything  relating  to  the  improve- 
ment of  our  navigable  waters,  whether  in  the 
North,  the  West, or  the  South,  should  be  referred 
to  the  same  committee.  In  this  way  they  would 
avoid  any  sectional  views  which,  it  seemed,  had 
sprung  up,  without  cause,  in  the  course  of  the 
debate. 

Mr.  BELSER  observed  that  they  had  been  en- 
tertained for  an  hour  or  two  in  this  discussion, 
which  did  not  seem  to  promise  any  useful  re- 
sult. The  gentleman  from  New  York  intimated 
that  there  was  some  courtship  going  on  between 
the  South  aiid  West,  but,  at  the  same  time, 
showed  himself  a  formidable  rival  to  the  former; 
for  he  played  as  deeply  for  the  favor  of  the  West 
as  any  of  them.  We  have  been  told  on  all 
hands  of  the  great  and  growing  commerce  of  the 
West,  and  its  magnificent  streams,  and  that  they 
really  deserve  the  fostering  care  of  the  Govern- 
ment; but  gentlemen  had  omitted  to  tell  them 
where  the  money  was  to  come  from  that  they 
wanted  to  expend  on  them.  He  wanted  to  re- 
mind gentlemen  tha£  they  (or  at  least  a  majority 
''of  them)  came  here  as  a  reformed  and  reforming 
Congress;  that  they  came  here  to  reduce  and 
limit  the  expenditures  of  the  Government,  not  to 
increase  them.  If  gentlemen  would  tell  him 
where  the  money  was  to  o.ome  from  for  these  splen- 
did schemes,  he  should  be  better  satisfied  to  see 
it  voted  away.  He  was  as  wilhng  to  protect  the 
commerce  of  the  Mississippi  as  anybody;  but 
what  he  did  should  be  within  the-  means  at  the 
disposal  of  Congress,  and  under  the  limitations 
of  the  Constitution.  It  appeared  to  him,  how- 
ever, that  millions  would  not  be  sufficient  for  the 
expenditures  of  the  year,  if  half  the  magnificent 
schemes  he  had  heard  of  should  be  carried  out. 
One  gentl^an  talked  of  making  the  Oregon  blos- 
som as  the  rose,  while  another  talked  of  splendid 
improvements  for  the  Hudson  and  Mississippi. 
One  had  forts  and  arsenals  in  contemplation, 
while  another  had  dock-yards  and  naval  stations 
in  view.  But  he  would,  at  the  outset,  ask  all 
these  gentlemen  where  the  money  was  to  come 
from?  and  he  warned  the  majority  on  this  floor 
that  they  did  not  come  here  to  increase  the  ex- 
penditures of  the  Government,  but  to  reduce  and 
limit  them. 

Mr.  HARDIN  said  the  proposition,  as  he  un- 
derstood it,  was  to  refer  the  subject  of  the  im- 
provement of  the  western  waters  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce,  with  an  amendment  to  refer  the 
subject  to  a  select  committee.  He  was  opposed 
to  the  reference  of  the  question  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce;  and  if  he  wanted  an  argument  to 
confirm  him  in  this  opinion,  he  was  furnished 
with  one  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina. 
He  did  not  wish  that  the  question  should  be  re- 
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ferred  to  that  committee,  because  there  was  not 
a  single  western  man  upon  the  committee.  To 
the  members  of  the  committee,  personally,  he  had 
no  objection;  they  were  men  of  liberal  views,  he 
had  no  doubt,  but  they  could  not  be  suffiftiently 
acquainted  with  the  subject.  He  desired  that  the 
matter  should  be  referred  to  a  committee  which 
should  be  identified  with  thetn  in  feclingfand  in 
interests. 

[Here  a  conversation  arose  as  to  the  precise 
question  before  the  committee,  which  was  staled 
by  the  Chair  lo  be  upon  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
DocoLAS  10  refer  the  subject  to  a  select  commit- 
tee, the  proposition  of  Mr.  Thomasson  having 
been  withdrawn.] 

Mr.  H.  continued:  What  an  amount  of  suflfer- 
ing  and  loss  of  property  there  had  been  in  conse- 
quence of  the  neglectof  improvement  of  the  nav- 
igation of  the  Mississippi !  The  navigation  of  all 
tne  other  rivers  of  the  Union  was  insignificant  in 
comparison  with  the  Mississippi;  and  the  intei-est 
of  the  whole  Union  required  that  jhese  western 
waters  should  have  the  attention  of  men  who  were 
acquainted  with  the  interests  of  the  West.  The 
radical  defect  of  all  the  attempts  to  improve  the 
navigation  of  the  western  waters  was,  that  those 
who  had  been  the  promoters  of  those  improve- 
ments had  not  possessed  sufficient  knowledge  on 
the  subject.  The  works  were  invariably  aban- 
doned in  an  incomplete  state.  Car  want  of  tlie 
proper  information,  and  for  want  of  a  regular 
system  of  propedure.  It  was  now  time  for  west- 
ern men  to  take  hold  of  the  subject.  They  ou,;ht 
to  have  a  particular  bureau  for  the  West,  which 
should  have  the  care  of  the  interests  of  that  por- 
tion of  the  country.  He  wished  that  a  commit- 
tee should  be  appointed;  and  he  now  gave  notice 
that,  at  the  proper  time,  he  would  ask  the  House 
to  strike  out  the  whole  resolution,  and  adopt  a 
proposition  for  the  appointment  of  a  standing 
committee,  whose  duties  should  not  cease  with 
the  close  of  the  present  session,  but  which  should 
in  all  time  to  come,  have  the  care  and  supervision 
of  the  interests  of  the  country  west  of  the  Alle- 
ghanies.  It  was  for  the  interest  Of  the  producer 
of  export*  that  the  means  of  transportation 
shoulcl  be  made  easy;  because  the  cost  of  trans- 
portation comes  out  of  the  producer.  The  object 
could  only  be  attained  by  the  appointment  of  a 
special  committee. 

There  was  an  additional  reason  why  this  prop- 
osition should  be  acceded  to,  and  it  was  this:  be- 
cause gentlemen  would  come  iii  and  offer  prop- 
ositions in  amendment  of  the  appropriation  bill,, 
to  appropriate  money  for  the  improvement  of  the 
Ohio  and  the  Mississippi  rivers — amendments 
which  would  ride  the  bill  to  death — and  so  their 
object  would  be  defeated;  but  if  there  was  a  com- 
mittee on  navigation,  composed  of  members  who 
understood  thoroughly  the  interests  of  the  We8t«> 
there  would  be  system  and  uniformity  observed, 
instaad  of  being  lost  amid  a  mass  of  indigestible 
matter. 

We  of  the  West  ask  this,  not  merely  as  a  mat- 
ter of  favor,  but  as  a  matter  of  sheer  justice  and 
right.  It  had  been  said  truly,  that  Congress  does 
not  come  together  to  make  appropriations  with- 
out referring  the  subjects  to  committees,  and  ob- 
taining reports  upon  them,  in  order  that  the  House 
might  not  be  taken  by  surprise;  this  was  the  rea- 
son why  there  should  be  a  regular  system  adopted 
and  acted  upon  judiciously.  _  He  hoped,  there- 
fore, that  the  present  proposition  would  be  voted 
down,  and  that  the  House  would  consent  to  the 
appointment  of  a  standing  committee,  to  whom 
the  whole  subject  might  be  referred. 

Mr.  BOWLIN  said  he  believed  the  proposition 
now  before  the  committee,  was  to  take  so  much 
of  the  President's  message  as  related  to  the  nav- 
igation of  the  Mississippi  river,  and  refer  it  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce.  And  in  reference 
to  this  proposition,  as  one  interested  in  the  navi- 
gation of  that  great  stream,  he  would  take  this 
occasion  to  express  his  views  as  to  the  propriety 
of  referring  the  matter  to  that  committee.  He 
was  entirely  opposed  to  such  a  reference,  upon 
principles  which  he  would  explain  before  taking 
liis  seat.  It  must  be  kept  in  view  that  the  Mis- 
sissippi and  its  tributary  streams  were  the  most 
important  navigable  waters  in  the  Union;  eon-, 
veyingupon  their  waters  more  commerce  than  all  j 
the  others  conjoined;  conveying  more  wealth  than 
the  whole  amount  of  commerce  which  was  car-  \ 
ried  ou  between  thia  country  and  foreign  coua- 1 


tries.  He  had  papers  before  him  showing  that 
the  transportation  upon  those  rivers  amounted  to 
1200,000,000  annually;  and  others,  showing  the 
melancholy  fact  that  upwards  of  three  hundred 
thousand  dollars'  worth  of  property  was  lost  an- 
nually, besides  an  enormous  sacrifice  of  human 
life,  in  consequence  of  the  dangerous  condition 
of  the  navigation.    These  were  stubborn  facts. 

Sir,  the  country  washed  by  the  Mississippi  and 
its  tributaries  has  no  person  to  represent  her  in- 
terests upon  the  Committee  of  Commerce.  I 
mean  the  fresh-water*interests,  [A laugh.]  No, 
sir,  there  is  no  person  on  that  committee  whose 
feelings  will  not  be  entirely  in  opposition  to  the 
interests  of  the  great  West. 

Mr.  6.  went  into  a  statistical  statement,  to 
show  the  importance  of  these  great  thoroughfares 
or  outlets  for  the  products  of  the  West,  and  the 
immense  ln.sses  which  occurannually  for  wantof 
proper  improvement.  They  required  no  very  ex- 
traordinary expenditure  for  making  these  im- 
provements; Nature  had  done  much— -Nature  ha<l 
furnished  them  with  broad  and  deep  rivers,  and 
all  that  was  wanting  was  the  removal  of  certain 
obstructions.  But  what  had  they  lo  promise 
themselves,  if  they  went  before  a  committee  who 
were.enlirely  hostile  to  the  interests  of  the  West? 
He  nftant  nothing  invidious  or  disrespectful  to- 
wards the  gentlemen  who  composed  the  commit- 
tee; but  they  were  chiefly  northern  and  eastern 
men,  and  it  was  natural  that  they  should  be  hos- 
tile lo  the  interests  of  the  West.  What,  then, 
had  they  to  expect  P  He  could  not  understand 
why  the  gentleman  had  fixed  upon  that  commit- 
tee; it  was  not  the  committe  to  which  the  matter 
should  be  referred. 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  would  explain  to  the  gen- 
tleman why  he  had  selected  that  committee.  The 
question  of  reference  had  always  been  a  test  ques- 
tion. For  instance:  if  a  question  respecting  the 
lariif  came  up,  it  would  be  contended  on  th«  one 
hand,  that  it  should  go  to  .the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means;  and  on  the  other,  that  it 
should  go  to  the  Committee  on  Manufactures. 
By  the  American  system,  it  would  go  to  the  Cum- 
iniitee  on  Manufucture8;bul,if  the  revenue  party 
prevailed,  it  would  go  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means.  When  a  question  respecting  the 
improvement  of  rivers  comes  up,  those  who  go 
for  internal  improvement  are  in  favor  of  referring 
it  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals;  while 
thestrictconstructionistsare  in  favor  of  referring 
it  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce.  Therefore  it 
was  that,  being  a  strict  constructionist  himself, 
be  had  selected  the  Committee  on^Commerce. 

Mr.  BOWLIN  said  the  reason  assigned  by  the 
gentleman  was  certainly  very  Balisfaclnry,so  far 
as  he  wa.")  concerned;  but  they  of  the  West  were 
not  prepared  to  consent  that  the  best  interests  of 
the  West  should  be  consigned  to  the  tomb  of  the 
Capulets  without  an  effort  fur  ttleir  preservation. 
He  was  totally  averse  to  committing  the  interests 
of  the  great  West  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 
Had  not  the  gentlemau  from  South  Carolina  told 
them  that  the  members  of  that  committee  were 
opposed  to  the  interests  of  the  West.' 

•Mr.  HOLMES  said  he  had  not  asserted  that 
the  Committee  were  opposed  to  the  interests  of 
the  West,  nor  did  he  doubt  the  perfect  impar- 
tiality of  the  gentlemen  who  composed  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  BOWLIN  said  he  was  glad  to  hear  the 
gentleman  express  his  confidence  in  the  commit- 
tee; nevertheless,  he  reiteral4>d  his  assertion  that 
the  interests  of  the  West  were  not  felt  by  the  coin- 
mitlee;  and,  therefore,  it  was  highly  improper 
that  the  subject  should  be  referred  lo  ihem;  and 
he  would  appeal  to  the  House,  as  an  act  of  com- 
mon justice,  not  to  send  them  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce — to  a  committee  whose  interests 
were  to  prevent  the  progress  of  improvement  of 
the  Weal.  He  appealed  to  the  magnanimity  of 
genilfmen  who  had  the  committee  in  their  hands, 
to  interdict  the  reference  to  that  committee. 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  would  modify  his  proposi- 
tion by  striking  out  that  part  which  applied  to 
the  Mississippi  river  particularly. 

Mr.  JAMESON  suggested  that  so  much  of  the 
resolution  as  referred  to  the  Mississippi  river  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  BOWLIN  said  he  did  not  see  that  the  res- 
olution would  be  at  all  improved  by  leaving  out 
that  portion,  (because  the  phrase  western  waters 
would  apply  to  the  Mississippi,  of  course,)  un> 


I  less  the  gentleman  followed  up  his  suggestion  by 
I  a  motion  to  refer  so  much  as  relates  to  the  Mis- 
'  sissippi  and  its  tributaries  to  some  other  commit- 
'  tee. 

I  Mr.  THOMASSON  said  he  had  not  said  the 
'  reference  should  not  be  to  a  select  committee;but 
i  he  would  ask  that  it  might  be  referred  to  a  select 
I  committee,  that  this  discussion  might  cease.  He 
I  begged  to  move  that  so  much  of  the  President's 
I  message  as  referred  to  the  western  waters,  rivers, 
I  and  fakes,  be  referred  to  a  special  committee  of- 
I  nine. 

I  Mr.  WISE  had  no  objection  to  this  course; 
I  but  he  would  leave  it  to  the  House  to  determine. 
I  He  had  no  power  over  the  resolution,  nor  did  he 
I  care  to  whiti  committee  it  was  sent;  so  that  he 
I  was  not  committed  on  the  question  of  reference. 
,  Mr.  BOWLIN  was  desirous  that  the  reference 
I  should 'be  a  committee  that  was,  at  least,  fairly 
I  disposed  to  make  a  legitimate  report  of  the  wants 
'  anil  necessities  of  the  Mississippi  valley.  That 
i  was  all  he  asked;  and  he  concurred  fully  and  en- 
I  tirely  with  the  motion  which  the  gentleman  from 
I  Kentucky  had  now  made.  There  was  suflScient 
I  to  justify  a  standing  committee  being  added  to  the 
j  present  list,  to  take  charge  of  the  subject  of  inter- 
nal navigation — an  interest  which  was  of  vast  im- 
portance; but  at  present  he  asked  that  a  select 
I  committee  be  appointed  to  report  upon  this  sub- 
'  ject,  and  then  the  House  would  be  able  to  act  upon 
■  it. 

I      Mr.  J.  BRINKERHOFF  was  in  favor  of  the 
I  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  lo 
'  refer  this  subject  to  a  select  committee.    There 
were,  he  remarked,  two  great  channels  of  com- 
I  muiiication  leading  to  the  South,  from  the  East 
:  and  the  West,  and  those  were  the  lakes  and  the 
J  Mississippi  river,  with  its  tributaries;  and  these 
I  were  connected  together  by  ihe  improvements  of 
'  the  western  Slates.   Ohio  had  already  completed 
one  canal  between  two  of  these  channels  of  com- 
:  municaiion;  she  had  another  nearly  completed; 
and,  in  conjunction  with  Indiana,  a  third;  while 
'.  Illinois  had  a  fourth  in  progress.  They  could  not, 
I  therefore,  injustice  to  either  of  those  States  sep- 
arate those  two  interests,  which  were  naturally 
joined.   He  was  in  favor  of  the  proposition  for  a 
select  committee,  and  he  hoped  it  would  be  eon- 
j  stituted  of  gentlemen  favorable  to  those  two  in- 
j  teresls. 

j      The  gentleman  from   Alabama  had  told  them 
they  had  come  there  as  a  reform  Congress.  Grant- 
I  ed:'but  there  were'more  ways  than  one«of  pros- 
ecuting reform.    One  was  by  locking  up  money, 
I  and  not  spending  it  at  alt.    Another  was  to  see 
I  that  it  was  properly  expended.     It  had  been  cor- 
rectly remarked  by  some  gentleman  who  had  pre- 
^  ceded  him,  that  works  had  been  commenced,  and 
I  then  neglected,  and  left  in  a  state  that  rendered 
them  useless;  and,  to  his  own  knowledge,  some 
improvements  had  been  so  commenced  in  the  har- 
i  bora  of  Lake  Erie.     Among  others,  he  mentioned 
!  the  harbor  of  Huron,  where  money  had  been 
I  expended  in. constructing  it,  and  in  the  purchase 
I  of  machinery,  and   the  creation  of  facilities  for 
!  dredging  it;  and  he  was  now  told  the  implements 
I  purchased  fur  that  purpose  had  been  put  up  to 
I  sale,  and  sold  to  the  highest  bidder;  and,  in  con- 
sequence, sand  had  been  allowed   to  accumulate 
in  that  harbor,  which  was  one  of  the  most  im- 
:  portant  on  Lake  Erie.    This  economy  was  ex- 
:  travagaiice;  and  that  hai-bor  had,  in  consequence, 
become  inadmissible  to  a'  certain  class  of  vessels. 
i  The  gentleman  from  New  York,  it  seemed,  had 
I  recommenced  this  manifestation  of  op[>osition  to 
I  the  western  waters,  and  he  had  got  up  this  fight 
on  this  floor. 

Mr.   BARNARD  ^skcd  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  to  point  to  any  language— even  to  a  word, 
;  or  a  syllable — which  would  justify  such  an  accu- 
I  sation. 

I  Mr.  J.  BRINKERHOFF  said,  if  he  had  mis- 
,  understood  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  he 
'  was  pleased  to  learn  that  he  was  laboring  under 
I  a  misapprehension.  He  was  disposed  to  give  a 
I  fair  construction  to  the  language  of  the  gentleman 
I  from  New  York;  but  he  had  imbibed  the  idea  that 
;  that  gentleman  was  hostile  to  ihe  improvement 
of  the  western  waters.  However,  as  the  gentle- 
:  man  disclaimed  such  opposition,  he  would  ask 
I  the  House  where  the  property  which  fioated  on 
I  the  Hudson  river,  of  which  they  had  heard  so 
I  much,  came  from  ?  Why,  it  came  from  the  west- 
.  em  country  to  that  State,  thus  making  it  an 
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"  empire"  State.  And  whence  was  the  merchan- 
dise sent  that  went  ap  that  Stale  i  It  was  to  the 
West;  and  from  that  region  so  much  profit  was 
annually  drawn.  Every  part  of  the  shores  of 
liBice  Erie,  and  its  kindred  waters,  had  been 
■trewn  with  wrecks;  there  lives  had  been  lost, 
and  an  immenseamountof  property  sunk,  for  the 
want  of  good  harbors  in  wnich  the  vessels  navi- 
gating those  waters  could  take  reftige.  And  who 
gained  by  the  loss  of  that  property  ?  Why  those  of 
the  Stale  from  which  the  gentleman  came,  from 
whence  that  merchandise  was  purchased.  And 
if  the  produce  shipped  to  the  East  was  lost,  who 
sufTered  by  the  loss?  Why, perhaps  the  gentle- 
man's own  constituents,  with  whom  it  was  in- 
sured; and,  therefore,  there  wis  no  reason  for 
the  hostility  of  the  gentleman;  and  he  was  glad 
to  accept  the  gentleman's  disclaimer.  He  hoped 
the  proposition  for  a  select  committee  would  be 
adopted. 

Mr.  WINTHROP  said  it  was  of  little  import- 
ance to  what  committee  this  subject  was  referred ; 
and  he  though  it  might' be  disposed  of  without 
consuming  three  or  four  hours  with  a  debate 
thereon.  They  all  knew  the  course  was  for  the 
Departments  to  make  the  estimates  for  internal 
improvements,  and  that  they  were  sent  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means;  and  this  debate 
might  have  been  spared  to  another  occasion.  But 
an  importance  had  been  given  to  this  subject  by 
the  remarks  which  some  gentlemen  had  made, 
which  he,  as  a  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  could  not  allow  to  pass  without  ob- 
servation. As  a  member  of  thatcommittee  he 
bad  said,  at  the  outset,  that  he  preferred  that 
this  subject  should  go  to  some  other  committee, 
for  the  committee  of  which  he  was  a  member  had 
business  enough  on  its  hands;  but  he  preferred  it 
on  other  grounds  than  those  staud  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia — that  this  was  a  test  question 
whether  the  House  was  in  favor  of  the  internal 
improvement  policy. 

But  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr. 
HoLHBi,]  whose  society  and  assistance'  he  had 
hoped  to  have  on  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
had  appealed  to  the  House  to  divert  it  from  that 
committee  for  reasons  which  he,  as  a  northern 
man,  true  to  the  Constitution,  could  not  pass 
over.  What  were  the  grounds  on  which  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  had  called  upon  the 
West  to  wake  up  against  its  mother?  If  the  West 
did  rise  up  against  the  older  S^tes,  it  would  rise 
up  against  that  part  of  the  country  which  had 
treated  it  with  true  motherl  y  regard .  But  where 
did  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  get  his 
idea  from  ?  Was  it  from  the  history  of  the  past  ? 
He  appealed  to  the  historjr  of  the  past.  .Let  the 
catalogue  of  their  proceedings  be  examined;  and 
would  the  gentleman  find  a  western  appropriation 
which  failed  for  want  of  northern  votes?  Would 
he  find  the  "  neglected  West,"  as  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana  [Mr.  Kenncdt]  had  seen  fit  to  call 
her,  (though,  by  way  of  parenthesis,  he  might 
say  she  had  received  more  than  she  was  willing 
to  allow,  by  way  of  public  lands  or  otherwise,) 
neglected  by  the  North  ?  To  whom  did  she  owe 
what  she  had  received?  Was  it  to  southern 
votes  that  she  was  indebted  ?  Let  the  gentleman 
examine  the  yeas  und  nays,  and  the  history  of 
the  country  to  the  present  day,  and  he  would 
learn  to  the  contrary. 

He  had  heard  a  gentleman,  once  a  member  of 
the  United  States  Senate,  but  now  no  longer  so, 
[Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  as  was  understood,]  de- 
clare distinctly  that  there  was  never  a  measure 
asked  for  by  the  West,  and  passed  for  the  im- 
mediate benefit  of  the  West,  wn  ich  was  not  passed 
by  northern  votes — and  many  which  could  not 
have  been  passed  without  nortnem  votes;  and  yet 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  called  upon 
the  West  to  wake  up  against  the  North,  which, 
he  said,  had  been  poisoning  the  sources  whence 
their  aliment  was  supplied.  He  knew  to  what 
that  gentleman  referred,  for  he  afterwards  ex- 
pressed it.  He  referred  to  the  tariff;  and  he  told 
them  that  the  tariff  poisoned  the  sources  whence 
their  aliment  was  supplied.  He  hoped  they  should 
have  ample  opportunity  hereafter  to  discuss  that 
point;  but  he  would  then  say,  he  should  be  able 
to  show  that,  so  far  from  the  tarifT  being  injurious 
to  the  western  or  agricultural  interests,  or  to  the 
productions  of  the  West,  if  any  class  of  the  coun- 
try had  received  its  full  measure  of  benefit  from 
the  tariff—a  protective  tariff— it  was  the  fanners 


of  the  country,  and  the  agricultural  interests.  He 
had,  however,  detained  the  House  longer  now 
than  he  had  intended;  and  he  would  only  add,  in 
reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Missouri,  that  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  had  no  local  interests 
or  prejudices  against  the  improvements  of  the 
western  lakes  and  rivers.  He  claimed,  also,  for 
himselfand  his  constituents, an  interestinthelakes 
and  rivers  of  the  West.  The  Mississippi  was  the 
river  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  East,  as  much  as 
of  the  West  or  the  South;  and  so,  too,  the  lakes; 
and  they  of  the  North  and  of  the  East  were  willing 
to  contribute  whenever  they  were  called  upon,  to 
aid  measures  for  the  benefit  of  other  parts  of  the 
country.  Certainly  they  are  far  more  willing  than 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  to  aid  in  the 
improvement  of  western  navigation.  He  knew  of 
no  subject  more  interesting  to  his  constituents— 
the  Boston  citizens  and  Boston  merchants — than 
the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  Missis- 
sippi. He  could  show  the  gentleman  from  Mis- 
souri that  his  constituents  had  urged  the  making 
of  appropriations  by  which  the  impediments  and 
obstacles  to  the  navigation  of  that  river  might  be 
removed. 

Why,  the  cargoes  which  float  down  that  river, 
the  produce  of  the  western  fields,  were  exchanged 
for  cargoes  from  the  northern  and  the  eastern 
States;  and  so  he  might  speak  of  the  commerce 
between  Boston  and  the  cities  of  St.  Louis  and 
New  Orleans.  The  commerce  was  not  all  on  one 
side,  but  consisted  of  an  exchange  of  commodi- 
ties; and  there  could  not  be  any  prejudice  on  the 
part  of  the  population  of  the  North — certainly  not 
on  the  part  of  one  Representative  from  the  Esst 
— against  the  improvement  of  the  western  waters. 

In  respect  to  the  question  of  reference  now  be- 
fore the  House,  he  should  vote  for  the  select  com- 
mittee; and  he  cheerfully  acquiesced  in  the  sug- 
gestion which  had  been  made,  that  there  should 
be  added  a  standing  committee  to  take  charge  of 
the  subject  of  the  internal  policy  of  the  country. 
He  believed  our  internal  commerce  had  become 
of  such  importance  that  we  might  advantageously 
have  a  secretary  of  the  home  department. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  was  pleased  that  this  debate 
had  produced  one  good  effect — that  of  showing 
that,  if  there  had  been  doubts  existing  of  the  feel- 
ine  of  the  North  towards  the  interests  of  the 
Weal,  those  doubts  could  now  no  longer  remain. 
When  he  heard  his  friend  from  Indiana  call  upon 
the  western  valley  en moue  to  array  itself  against 
other  portions  of  this  Union,  in  solid  phalanx,  he 
confessed  that  he  heard  it  with  regret.  He  denied 
that  the  western  interests  were  antagonistic  to 
the  interests  of  other  Slates;  the  interests  of  all 
were  identified,  and  any  gentleman  there  was  pro- 
moting the  interests  of^  all  when  he  was  improv- 
ing those  great  internal  means  of  communication. 

He  favored  the  proposition  for  a  select  com- 
mittee of  nine,  not  because  he  had  any  objection 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  or  to  any  other 
standing  committee,  but  because  the  interests  in- 
volved were  very  important,  and,  to  some  extent, 
local  in  their  character;  and  that  those  interests 
might  come  fairly  and  fully  before  the  House,  he 
deemed  it  right  and  proper  that  they  should  6e 
referred  to  a  committee  that  bad  some  knowledge 
of  details  and  local  information  in  reference  to 
those  interests. 

He  would  have  a  committee  consisting  of  men 
whose  very  local  interests  should  prompt  them 
to  be  diligent  in  searching  out  for  information, 
collecting  facts,  and  bringing  them  before  the 
House.  For  these  reasons,  he  wished  a  select 
committee;  and  he  wished  it  to  consist  of  men 
whose'  business  avocations'  were  such  as  would 
insure  a  full  report.  When  he  got  that  report,  he 
would  be  then  willing  to  submit  the  question  to 
the  House,  to  determine  on  its  merits.  All  that 
he  now  wanted  was,  to  have  a  committee  to  pre- 
sent facts;  and  these  being  collected  and  re- 
ceived, all  gentlemen  would-be  ready  to  advocate 
such  a  system  of  improvement  for  the  West  a^ 
might  seem  to  them  to  be  most  desirable. 

Mr.  WISE  observed  that,  when  this  proposi- 
tion for  a  select  committee  was  first  presented ,  he 
had  no  objection  to  it;  but  the  remarks  of  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Wivthrop] 
had  forced  him  to  take  up  the  issue  they  pre- 
sented. He  stood  on  sectional  grounds  no  more 
than  that  gentleman;  but  he  stood  on  constitu- 
tional grounds;  and  be  hoped  there  were  friends 
to  a  strict  construction  of  the  Constitution  as  well 


in  the  North  as  in  the  South.  He  had  one  reply 
to  make  to  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  in  relation 
to  the  tenders  that  had  been  made  of  assistance 
to  the  great  West.  If  the  gentleman  supposed 
there  was  anything  more  in  the  motives  of  the 
Administration,  in  recommending  the  western 
waters  to  the  attention  of  Congress,  than  kindly 
and  just  feelings,  he  was  mistaken;  and  if  he 
supposed  that  the  President  now,  at  the  latter  end 
of  his  term,  intended  to  enter  into  the  scramble 
for  the  favor  of  the  West,  he  was  equally  mis- 
taken. Let  him  say  to  gentlemen  from  the  North , 
the  South,  and  the  West,  that  the  Administra- 
tion, at  least,  was  not  disposed  to  enter  into  com- 
petition as  to  who  should  pour  the  most  into  the 
lap  of  the  West.  The' language  of  the  message 
was  in  the  style  of  the  old  straight-jacket  school 
of  Jefferson,  and  did  not  propose  to  go  further 
for  the  West  than  the  Constitution  allowed.  If 
either  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr. 
Holmes]  or  Massachusetts  [Mr.  WiKTHEor] 
was  disposed'  to  pour  into  the  lap  of  the  'West 
more  than  the  Constitution  allowed,  he,  for  one, 
would  stand  alone,  and  endeavor  to  snatch  back 
what  his  limited  construction  of  the  Constitution 
showed  him  it  was  not  entitled  to.  When  the 
boast  was  made  of  what  section  had  done  the 
most  for  the  West,  he  would  point  to  Virginia, 
the  mother  of  States,  who  gave  the  West  her 
lare;est  plantation.  'Virginia  alone  gave  to  the 
West  that  mighty  domain  which  constitutes  all 
her  greatness;  gave  it  without  money  and  with- 
out price;  and  if  you  of  the  North  put  up  a  little 
railing  for  her,  or  dug  her  a  little  ditch,  you,  in 
return,  taxed  the  ax  thatfiglled  the  forest, and  the 
plough  that  turned  up  the  furrow.  You  taxed 
everything  consumed  by  the  poor  man,  while  you 
let  the  luxuries  of' the  rich  go  free.  The  North, 
it  was  true,  gave  the  West  manufactures;  but 
what  a  gift,  and  at  what  a  price !  He  would  not 
unite  in  the  cry  to  the  West  to  turn  on  its  mother, 
for  the  great  mother  of  the  West  was  Virginia, 
who  had  impoverished  herself  for  its  benefit, 
while  she  asked  nothing  in  return  but  that  she 
would  preserve  the  Constitution. 

He  was  a  little  surprised  to  hear  one  gentleman 
from  the  West  boasting  that  the  West  had  now 
the  power,  and  could  come  in  and  help  herself. 
He  was  aware  of  it;  and  he  was  afraid  that  the 
land  of  politicians  would  now  come  in  and  take 
all  they  wanted.  What  chance  was  there,  then, 
for  the  Constitution,  while  this  squabble  for  west- 
ern favor  was  going  on?  The  power  of  the  old 
States  was  gone  long  ago;  and  the  new  ones  must 
now  take  the  lead. 
After  a  few  more  remarks  from  Mr.  W., 
On  motion  of  Mr.  WELLER,  the  committee 
rose  and  reported  progress. 

REFERENCE  OF  BILLS,  ETC. 

Mr.  VANCE  offered  a  resolution  to  refer  all 
the  memorials,  bills,  Ac,  of  the  last  session  that 
were  before  the  Committee  of  Claims,  and  favor- 
ably reported  on,  to  the  same  committee. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  resolution  of  the 
gentleman  was  not  in  order. 

Mr.  VANCE  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules, 
to  enable  him  to  offer  his  resolution;  which  mo- 
tion was  rejected. 

KOTICE  OF  A  BILL. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  gave  notice  that  he  should,  to- 
morrow,  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  provide 
for  holding  the  election  for  President  and  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States  on  the  same  day 
in  all  the  Sutes;  also,  to  provide  for  the  election 
of  members  of  Congress  on  the  same  day  in  all 
the  States. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


"fhe  Ibllowinf  petllioas  were  presented  under  a  rule  of 
the  Hou>e : 

By  Mr.  ANDERSON:  Tbe  petitioii  of  eiUzens  or  the 
countjr  or  Wot  ChsHer,  New  York,  prajin(  for  so  appio- 
ptiadon  tbr  the  inproTemeDt  of  tlw  liarl»r  of  Poit  Clieswr, 
in  uid  eonntj ;  wnicb  was  referred  to  tbe  Committee  oa 
Cnmmeice. 

By  Mr.  CROSS :  The  petftion  of  citisens  of  Sevier  cooo- 
ty,  Arkantaa,  prayini  for  Uie  eaiablisbinent  of  a  post  route 
freni  Fulton  to  Port  Towmd. 

Alio,  the  petition  of  the  citiiens  of  Hot  Spring  snd  Se- 
vier countieH,  for  the  pBiablishment  of  *a  pcwt  route  ftom 
Mount  Ida  to  UliimathuiR,  in  the  tame  Sunt. 
.  Also,  a  momorial  of  the  LeitislatarH  of  Arkansas,  ptvftng 
the  pauofe  of  a  law  aiithorizinf  a  felinquinhment  of  the 
•ixteentb  sections  oftho  public  lands  in  Uie  laid  State,  ana 
aie  location  of  other  land  in  lien  thereof,  for  tlie  use  or 


Digitized  by 


Google 


54 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


December  20, 


Kfanols ;  and  praying,  also,  a  donation  of  four  sections  of 
land,  including  the  liot  »prine«  or»aid  Slate. 

By  Mr.  KING,  of  New  Vorli :  The  petition  ofSaDine)  Ful- 
ler, for  reinuiieratinn  for  lones  ■uilained  during  the  Uut 
wiu-,^c. ;  which,  with  the  papera  on  file  relating  thereto, 
was  referred  to  the  Cnmmittee  on  Claims. 
.  By  Mr.  BRODHEAD :  The  petition  of  Mr».  Salome  Mey- 
ers, of  Pennsylvania,  for  compensation  on  account  o(  the 
revolutionary  services  of  ber  late  husband,  Peter  Meyers; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Commiuee  on  Revolutionary 
Claims. 

By  Mr.  BIDLACK;  The  petition  and  documents  of  Ann 
M.  Dombaeh,  a  widow  of  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution,  ask- 
ing for  relief;  which  was  referred  tu  the  appropriate  com- 
miitee. 

Also,  the  documents  of  Reuben  Taylor,  a  soldier  of  the 
Revolution  i  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
•ions. 

By  Mr.  WHITE:  The  petition  of  Susannah  Carpenter ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Commiuee  on  Revolutionary 
Pensions.  ' 

By  Mr.  TIBBATTS :  A  petition  of  Philip  R.  Rice,  of  Ken- 
tacky,  praying  to  be  paid  the  value  of  a  vessel  impressed 
Into  tlie  service  of  the  United  States  during  the  revolution- 
ary war,  and  lost. 

Also,  n  petition  of  Alexander  Cnnelly,  late  postmaster  of 
Covington,  Kentucky,  praying  for  the  passage  of  a  law  to 
refund  to  him  certain  moneys  collected  of  him  by  the  Post 
Office  Department.  I 

By  Mr.  8TEENR0D  :  The  petition  of  106  citizens  of  Bel- 
mont county,  Ohio,  requesting  an  appropriat  on  to  erect  a 
bridge  over  the  Ohio  river,  at  the  city  of  Wheeling. 

Also,  the  petition  of  257  citizens  of  Wheeling,  Virginia, 
on  the  same  subject ;  which  were  relered  to  the  Committee 
oo  Roads  and  Canals. 


IN  SENATE. 
Wbdkesdat,  DeeemherSO,  1843. 

The  PRESFDENT  laid  before  the  Senate  a  re- 
port from  the  Secretary  of  State,  made  agreeably 
to  the  act  of  August  IG,  1842,  accompanied  by 
an  account  of  such  chiMiges  and  modifications  in 
the  commercial  systems  of  other  nations,  by 
treaties,  duties  on  imports,  and  other  regulations  i 
as  have  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Depart-  \ 
inent  since  the  last  annual  report. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  it  was  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table,  and  a  motion  to  print 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 
PETITIONS,  ETC. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  presented  to  the  Senate 
a  memorial  from  Henry  W.  EUiwards  and  others, 
of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  praying  to  be  indem- 
nified for  spoliations  committed  by  the  French 
prior  to  1800;  jrhich  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  FAIRFIELD  presented  a  like  memorial 
from  Thomas  W.Cutts  and  twenty-nine  others, 
of  Saco,  Maine;  which  received  the  same  ref- 
erence.         

Mr,  CRITTENDEN  presented  the  petition  of 
George  Harrison  and  others,  praying  the  settle- 
ment of  a  claim  against  the  Government;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  MILLER  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
president  and  directors  of  the  Bank  of  Washing- 
ton, praying  for  an  extension  of  their  charter; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 

Mr.  STURGEON  presented  a  petition  from 
'  John  Washington,  of  Favette  county,  Pensyl- 
vania,  a  descendant  of  the  family  of  General 
Geoi^e  Washington,  asking  for  a  pension ;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Claims. 

Mr.  BARROW  said  he  had  received  from  the 
Governor  of  Louisiana  resolutions  adopted  -bv 
the  Legislature  of  that  State ;  which  he  presenteii , 
as  follows: 

1.  Resolution  asking  Congress  to  reorganize 
the  second  regiment  of  dragoons,  by  remounting 
them;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs. 

52.  Resolution  instructing  the  Senators  and  re- 
questing the  Representatives  from  Louisiana  to 
tise  their  best  exertions  to  have  a  law  passed  re- 
funding to  General  Jackson  the  fine  imposed  on 
him  by  Judse  Hall  at  New  Orleans;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

3.  Resolution  asking  Congress  to  make  an  ap- 
propriation for  the  purpose  of  removing  the  bar 
at  the  mouth  of  Red  River,  in  the  State  of  Lou- 
isiana; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

4.  Resolution  instructing  the  Senators  and  re- 
questing the  Representatives  to  introduce  and 
advocate  some  measure  by  which  the  expenses 
attending  the  United  Stales  court  sitting  in  Lou- 
isiana may  be  reduced;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 


PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  WOODBURY,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  memorial  of  Captain  W.  A.  Weaver, 
praying  compensation  for  his  services  in  superintending 
and  compiling  the  siatisUcal  returns  of  the  siiih  census, 
be  taken  from  the  files,  and  referred  tu  the  Commitue  on 
Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WOODBURY,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  James  Rundlet,  praying 

for  remuneration  for  lomes  by  the  ilpprectatioii  of  thcfunds 
paid  to  him  by  the  Government  for  HUppltes  Airnislied  dur- 
ing tlie  late  war  with  (>reat  Britain,  he  takiin  from  the  files 
of  the  Senate,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BREESE,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  citizens  of  Racine,  Wis- 
consin Terriinr}^  nn  the  subject  of  a  po^it  route  from  Chi- 
cago, via  Iiidept-ndence  Grove  and  Burton,  Lake  county, 
lllinniii,  to  Burlington,  ilacine  county.  Illinois,  and  the  pa- 
pers accompanying  the  same,  be  uken  from  the  filejt  of  the 
Senate,  and  referred  to  tlie  Committee  on  4lie  Post  Office 
and  Post.ltoads. 

BILL  INTRODUCED. 
Mr.  BREESE,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Pierre  Menard  and  others;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Claims. 

REPORT  FROM  A  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  to  which  was  referred  the  memorial 
of  Enoch  Baldwin,  praying  the  refunding  of  cer- 
tain duties,  made  an  adverse  report  thereon ;  which 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

ISSUE  OF  STOCK. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE  said  they  had  laid  gn 
their  tables  the  other  day  a  valuable  report,  print- 
ed by  order  of  the  other  House  at  the  last  session . 
The  report  was  drawn  up  by  Mr.  William  Cost 
Johnson.  It  contained  a  vast  amount  of  statis- 
tical matter  of  great  importance  in  connection  with 
the  subject  of  an  issue  of  $300,000,000  stock  by 
the  Federal  Government.  The  number  printed 
of  that  report  was  not  adequate  to  the  wants  of 
those  who  had  recently  become  members  of  the 
Senate.  He  therefore  moved  that  an  extra  num- 
ber— say  five  hundred  copies — of  that  document 
be  printed. 

Mr.  KING  expressed  some  surprise  that  a 
proposition  of  this  kind  was  made.  He  asked 
the  Chair  whether  that  report  was  a  document  of 
the  Senate  .'and  if  not,  whether  a  motion  to  print 
it  would  be  in  order  P 

The  CHAIR  replied  that  it  was  not;  and  that 
the  motion  was  not  in  order.  It  would,  however, 
be  in  order  for  the  Senator  to  move  a  resolution 
to  procure  the  printing  of  it. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE  said  he  would,  at  a  con- 
venient lime,  prepare  and  submit  a  resolution  for 
the  purpose.  The  type  is  still  standing;  and  the 
printing  of  the  report  would  cost  but  little. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr.  BREESE  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  lies  one  day  on  the  table,  under  the 
rule: 

Retolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  instructed  to  in- 
form the  Senate  how  many  leases  have  been  executed  by 
the  United  States  agent  for  the  lead  inine»  in  Illtiioiit  and 
Wisconsin  from  the  4lh  of  March,  1837,  to  tlie  4th  or  March, 
1641 ;  and  hn^r  many  since  that  time  to  the  present  time, 
of  the  mineral  lands  therein;  of  the  number,nnnies, duties, 
and  salaries  or  other  compensation  of  the  agents  employed 
by  taim  iu  leasing  said  lands,  and  collecting  the  rents  there- 
of; tlie  amount  of  rent  collected  from  the  4lli  of  March, 
1B41,  up  to  the  time  of  the  |8.<I  returns  ;  what  quantity  of 
land  has  been  leased,  and  how  many  persons,  as  near  as 
can  be  ascertained,  are  engaged  in  mining,  in  farming,  or 
in  mining  and  farming,  on  tlie  some  tract  of  land,  in  the  so- 
called  mining  diMrict  of  Illtnoi:*  and  Wisconsin  :  and,  fur- 
ther, to  report  to  the  Senate  if  any  difficulty  has  ticcurred, 
and  what,  in  leasing  said  land-<,  or  any  part  tliereof,  and  in 
collecting  the  rent  stipulated  Uierefor. 

Mr.  BENTON  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  lies  one  day  on  the  table: 

IZetoIre^,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  AfTsirs  he  di- 
rected to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  estnblishingaman- 
ufactory  on  the  Mississippi  river,  for  the  purchase  and 
manufacture  of  doniesUc  liemp  for  the  use  of  tlie  United 
States  Navy. 

CHEROKEE  BOARD. 

Mr.  JARNAGIN  moved  that  the  Senate  lake 
up  for  consideration  ihe  resolution  submitted  by 
htm  on  the  llth  December,  calling  upon  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  to  report  to  the  Senate  the  trans- 
actions of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  appointed 
to  adjust  claims  arisingunder  the  Cherokee  treaty. 

It  was  taken  up  and  read. 

Mr.  J.  remarked  that,  inasmuch  as  there  wa^ 


some  objection  by  Senators  to  the  matter,  as  well 
as  the  phraseology,  of  the  resolution,  he  had  pre- 
pared a  substitute;  which  was  read, as  follows: 

Renlved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  he  directed  to  com- 
municate to  the  iSenaie  answers  to  the  following  inqniriea  ; 
1.  Wa4  tile  Board  of  Coinmi..>sinncrs,  aulhnrizied  and  pro- 
vided for  by  itie  seventeentli  article  of  The  Cherokee  treaty 
of  1835-^,  dissolved  in  tile  spring  of  1839  by  order  of  the 
War  Department,  or  did  it  adjourn,  having  completed  tho 
business  of  the  commission?  Was  it  reorganised  in  Sep- 
tember, 1842,  and  at  wliose  instance  ?  Where  has  it  held 
its  sessions,  ond  how  loax  at  each  place,'    How  many  per- 

I  sons  have  coinjiosed  and  hei-n  attached  to  s.iid  board,  and 
what  ha.(  been  llieexpen:<e  of  ^aid  board,  including  salaries 

I  and  other  incidental  charges?     Wtiat  was  the  cost  to  the 

I  Government  of  the  fonnor  iKiard,  and  how  long  whs  it  in 
session  ?    What  were  the  instructions  given  by  the  War 

[  Department  to  the  new  lioard,ntand  after  its  organization, 

^  .IS  to  its  business  and  juriiMlictioii  ? 

3.  When  the  h.iard  was  finit  organized  in  the  year  1836, 
were  not  the  fund''  appropriated  to  i>ay  the  cfaims  adjudi- 
cated placed  in  the  hiind.-i  of  a  di^hur-iiiis  officer,  with  in- 
structions to  pay  upon  thecertificate.-i  i^ued  by  the  board ; 
and  were  not  p.iyincnts  so  made  in  every  instance  ? 

3.  What  amount  of  certificates  were  issued  by  the  old 
board,  and  paid  by  the  disbursing  officers  of  ilie  Govern- 
ment.' Were  any  of  its  awards  or  decsees  revised  or  mod- 
ified by  the  Secretary  of  War  or  other  officer? 

4.  Since  the  reorganization  of  the  Cliervikee  Board,  in 
September.  18-1-3,  have  the  cemficatas  issued  by  the  com- 
missioners, or  their  decrees,  been  p-iid  as  were  the  certif- 
icates issued  by  the  former  board  ;  and  does  an  order  now 
exist  in  the  War  Department,  that  the  certificates  is«ucd 
tiy  the  coinniissioners  must  be  submitted  to  the  Secretary 
of  War  for  allowance  or  rejection  ;  and  if  any  portion  be 

I  allowed,  it  iniisl  be  paid  upon  a  separate  rrquisilinn  issued 
by  him  in  eacli  case ,'  If  this  be  so,  tlie  Secretary  will  eom- 
niiinicaie  to  the  Senate  the  law  or  authoiity  by'wliich  this 
power  is  conferred  ujion  his  Department. 

5.  What  amount  of  claim*  was  adjudicated  and  paid  by 
the  former,  aud  what  amount  has  bei>n  ailjiidicated  by  tlie 
Imnrd  now  in  existence  ?  What  number  and  amount  of 
awards  made  by  Uie  latter  have  been  ailow^-d  and  pnid  by 
tile  Department,  and  wliat  number  have  been  disallowed 
or  suspended  i 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  substitute 
was  adopted. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  December 
11,  by  Mr.  Jarnaoin,  was  taken  up  and  adopted: 

Reiohed.  That  the  Secreutry  of  the  Treasury  be,  aud  he 
hereby  is,  directed  to  furnish  a  statement  to  the  Senate  of 
the  aniomti  of  money  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  nn  certif- 
icnt>!S  is.<uefl  by  the  Board  of  Conimis-iioners  appointed  io 
September.  1842,  under  tlie  seventeenth  article  of  tlie  Cher- 
okee treaty  of  lf05-36 ;  Ihe  date  when  such  payments  were 
made,  and  whether  said  certificates  were  pnid  in  whole  or 
in  part ;  and  if  paid  only  in  part,  that  lie  state  by  what  au- 
thority, or  under  what  law,  any  portion  of  Uie  money  wbieh 
appears  lo  Ite  due  to  the  aev«<ra I  claimants  upon  the  f^ce  of 
said  ceruficates  has  h.;cn  witlihcld. 

The  CHAIR  remarked  that  there  was  no  fur- 
ther business  on  the  table;  whereupon. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  the  Sen- 
ate adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wednesdat,  December  20,  1843. 

Prayer  by  the  Rev.  J.  S.  Timslet,  Chaplain  to 
the  House. 

•     WESTERN  ARMORV. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BOYD,  the  President's  mes- 
sage transmitting  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Com- 
missioners appointed  to  select  a  site  for  n  western 
-armory,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs. 

NOTICES  OF  BILLS. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH  gave  notice  that  he 
would,  to-morrow,  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
to  establish  a  port  of  entry  at  Chicago,  Slate  of 
Illinois. 

Mr.  JAMESON,  gave  notice  thai,  lo-morrow, 
or  as  soon  thereafter  as  practicable,  he  would  ask 
]  leave   lo   introduce  a  bill   granting   preemption 
I  rights  to  actual  settlers  on  public  lands. 

Mr.  BIDLACK  gave  notice  that  he  would,  to- 
morrow, ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  lo  establisjl 
a  national  foundery,for  the  fabrication  of  cannon 
for  the  Army  and  Navy  of  the  United  States. 
BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  STEWART,  of  Pennsvlvania,  pursuant 
to  notice,  introduced  a  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  direct- 
ing the  conditional  transfer  of  the  stock  held  by 
the  United  States  in  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
Canal  Company  to  the  State  of  Maryland  and 
the  cities  of  Washington,  Georgetown,  and  Alex- 
andria, so  as  to  secure  the  early  completion  of  the 

I  canal  to  Cumberland;"  which  was  read  twice, 
Ij  and  committed  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 

I I  Canals.  < 

I      Mr.  HOUSTON,  pursuant  to  notice  heretofore 
11  given,  introduced  a  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  to  reducs 
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and  graduate  the  price  of  the  public  lands  in  favor 
of  the  aeulers  and  cuUiTatoTS',"  which  was  read 
twice,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  L.andii,  and  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  JAMESON  asked  leave  to  introduce  two 
bills,  notice  of  which  had  been  previously  given 
by  him;  butobjections  being  made,  they  were  not 
onered. 

OREGON  TERRITORY. 

Mr.  WENTWOR  TH  introduced  the  following 
resolution; 

Raotvei,  That  the  Ptcjklpni  of  tlie  Uniied  Suites  be  re- 
qucAted  to  communicate  t*t  tliiii  (Iuuhc,  if,  in  hi^  opinion, 
coiMMtent  with  tlie  public  interest,  all  tlie  cnrrespondcnce 
hetwecn  tilia  Guvvrnmcnl  or  »ny  other  Power,  in  relation 
toilic  tWscovery,  posres^ion,  title,  and  boundary  of  the  Ore- 
gon Territory. 

FLORIDA  CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  presented  a  memorial 
of  some  of  the  inhabitants  of  Florida,  contesting 
the  right  of  the  Delemte  [Mr.  Lew]  to  a  seat  in 
the  House;  and  as  he  perceived  the  gentleman 
from  Florida  was  in  his  seat,  he  wished  the  ques- 
tion to  be  dispoited  of;  and  therefore  he  moved 
that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Elections. 

Mr.  LEVY  inquired  What  was  the  precise 
prayer  of  the  petition. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INOERSOLLsaid  he  believed  it  was 
that  the  question  should  be  taken  np,  and  finally 
disposed  of;  but  the  memorial  was  a  brief  one, 
and  might  bJe  read. 

The  Clerk  read  the  memorial,  and  it  appeared 
to  set  forth  the  history  of  this  contest  during  the 
Twenty-Seventh  Congress,  when  Mr.  Levt  '«  seat 
was  contested,  on  the  ground  that  he  was  an  alien, 
and  therefore  not  eligible  to  a  seat  in  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  United  Stales,  and  pray- 
ing, as  the  last  Congress  did  not  finally  dispose 
of  the  question,  that  the  present  House  would  take 
it  up,  and  settle  the  point  in  controversy.  To 
the  memorial  there  were  appended  twenty -one  sig- 
natures. 

Mr.  LEVY  said  he  could  not  allow  the  subject 
to  pass  to  a  reference  without  remark.  He  had 
supposed  that  the  recent  decisive  arbitrament  of 
this  question  by  the  people  would  have  been 
treated  as  final.  After  a  uiianimous  judgment 
of  the  highest  judicial  tribunal  of  Florida  direct- 
ly upon  the  point;  after  a  direct  decision  nf  the 
executive  department  of  the  Government  of  this 
Union,  acting  upon  the  written  advice  of  the  At- 
torney General;  after  a  deliberate  decree,  twice 
pronounced  by  a  mass  jury  of  the  country,  (the 
people  of  Florida,)  it  was  reasonable  to  have  been 
expected  that  the  agitators  of  this  matter  would 
have  rested  from  their  malign  labors.  It  seemed , 
however,  that  a  few  restless  individuals  were  still 
dispossed  to  harp  upon  the  matter.  He  quite 
well  understood  the  movement,  and  he  hoped  he 
would  be  excused  by  the  House  for  saying,  that 
he  eould  not  use  language  strong  enough  to  ex- 
press the  deep  and  utter  scorn,  the  unmitigated 
contempt,  which  he  felt  towards  the  movers  and 
their  motives. 

Before  dismissing  the  subject,  he  would  lake 
occasion  to  say  that  the  issue  is  falsely  stated  in 
that  memorial.  His  rights  as  a  citizen  had  never 
been  rested  upgn  the  narrow  and  unimportant  is- 
sue therein  presented,  but  upon  much  higher  and 
broader  grounds.  They  rest  upon  the  inviola- 
ble obligations  of  a  treaty,  and  the  sanctity  nf  a 
judicial  decree.  They  rest,  and  rest  securely, 
as  he  confidently  felt,  upon  the  firm  foundations 
of  natural  and  constitutional  right  and  of  kation- 
AL  HONOR.  And  when  the  day  comes  upon  which 
the  solemn  and  recognized  acts  of  public  officers 
of  this  Government,  touching  the  delicate  and 
inappreciable  relation  of  citizen  and  country,  are 
brought  up,  after  a  lapse  of  twenty-odd  years, 
for  wanton  repudiation,  by  the  national  Represent- 
atives, he  should  (tease — sorrowfully  cease — to 
covet  the  distinction  of  American  citizenship. 
When  GOOD  faith  shall  depart  this  Government, 
with  it  will  have  passed  away  all  that  forms  the 
basis  of  patriotism;  all  that  in  verity  constitutes 
tlie  citizen — love  and  veneration  for  the  institu- 
tions and  sympathy  with  the  people  of  one^s 
country. 

Mr.  L.  said  be  had  been  doubting  what  direc- 
tion to  ask  the  House  to  give  to  this  subject.  In 
his  opinion,  the  Judiciary  Committee  was  the 
most  appropriate.  There  is  no  person  dontesting 
his  right  to  his  seat;  no  one  disputing  the  fullness 
and  sufficiency  of  his  election.  If  the  proceeding 


be  gone  intoatall,it  mustbeby  the  House,  for  its 
own  satisfaction,  to  preserve  the  integrity  of  its 
own  body.  The  first  question  upon  which,  for 
this  purpose,  the  House  would  require  to  be  de- 
cided, is  one  of  a  purely  judicial  nature — to  wit, 
the  legnliiy  of  the  proceedings  of  citizenship;  and 
if  the  Judiciary  Cbmmittee  were  of  the  opinion 
that  he  was  not  a  citizen,  then  it  would  be  for  the 
Committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections  to  report 
whether,  under  the  circumstances,  he  was  enti- 
tled to  a  seat  here.  He  would  leave  it,  however, 
to  the  House  to  adopt  its  pleasure  it?  the  matter, 
and  would  decline,  therefore,  any  distinct  motion 
at  present. 

Mr.  L.  said  he  eould  not  refrain  from  adding 
another  observation;  and,  in  what  he  was  about 
to  soy,  he  would  by  no  means  design  to  include 
the  boiiorabje  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
whose  uniform  kindness  and  liberality  were  so 
conspicuous,  and  who  was  only,  on  this'occasion, 
performing  what  ho  deemed  a  duty — but  he  could 
not  refrain  from  saying  that  he  fell  well  assured, 
from  his  knowledge  of  the  principal  movers  in 
this  matter,  that  the  motive  was  simply  and  sin- 
gly to  emlinnass  him,  if  they  could,  in  his  hum- 
ble efTorts  to  be  useful  to  the  generous  constitu- 
ency whose  confidence  l«e  was  proved  to  possess. 
There  was  not  a  spark  of  sincerity  in  the  motives 
by  which  they  profess  lo  be  animated.  If  they 
were  sincere,  he  would  deem  their  application 
more  entitled  to  respectful  treatment  at  his  own 
hands,  and  by  the  House. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGER-SOLL  was  of  opinion  that 
the  reference  to  the  Election  Committee  was  a 
proper  one.  He  also  defended  his  presentation 
of  tlie  memorial,  us  it  w«8  the  right  nf  the  inhab- 
itants of  Florida  to  petition  this  House,  and  to 
have  their  petition  respectfully  treated. 

Mr.  LEVY  said  the  case  rested  on  document- 
ary evidence;  and  he  reiterated  his  opinion  that 
it  was  solely  a  case  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  A.  V.  BROWN  rose  to  submit  a  motion, 
which  he  thought  would  be  a  proper  one  in  ref- 
erence to  this  memorial.  So  far  as  the  right  of 
petition  was  concerned,  that  right  was  consum- 
mated; and  the  motion  he  was  about  to  make 
would  not  interfere  with  that  right  in  the  slightest 
Tiegree.  He  moved  to  lay  the  memorial  on  the 
table,  leaving  it  in  the  power  of  the  House,  at 
some  future  period,  to  take  it  up  if  it  were  thought 
necessary.  He  recapitulated  the  various  decis- 
ions of  this  (»se,  and  more  especially  referred 
lo  the  reelection  of  the  Delegate  from  Florida  by 
the  people  of  that  Territory,  as  an  affirmation  of 
the  Delegate's  right  lo  bis  seat  ther^.  No  new 
facts  were  set  forth  that  were  not  before  the  last 
Congress;  nor  was  any  irregula'ity  in  the  last 
election  complained  of.  it  was  the  same  old  ques- 
tion of  citizenship,  on  which  testimony  was  fur- 
nished to  the  late  CongresH  nf  the  Uniied  States; 
and  he  thought  another  reference  of  this  question 
to  the  Committee  of  Elections  was  unnecessary. 
He  desired  now,  by  his  motion,  to  lay  the  whole 
subject  on  the  table  of  the  House;  and  if  any  new 
facts  should  be  discovered,  the  Hq^ise  could  act 
upon  them  hereafter. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky,  requested  the  gen- 
tleman to  withdraw  his  motion  for  a  moment,  in 
order  to  allow  him  to  make  a  few  observations. 

The  notion  that  the  Committee  of  Elections  had 
nothing  to  do  with  judicial  questions  connected 
,with  election  contests  seemed  to  him  a  novel  doc- 
trine. There  never  was  a  case  of  contested  elec- 
tion that  did  not  involve  a  judicial  question;  and 
there  had  never  been  one  decided  in  that  House 
in  which  the  committee  had  not  exercised  judicial 
liinclions.  He  denied  the  position  sitogether  ihat 
the  business  of  the  committee  consisted  only  in 
collecting  facts:  it  belonged  to  ihem,  as  a  part  of 
theirduty,  to  decide  npop  the  law  of  the  case;  and 
the  committee,  in  all  cases,  should  be  selected 
with  a  view  to  the  performance  of  this  duty.  In 
the  present  case,  he  believed  they  had  been  so 
selected;  for  he  believed  every  member  of  that 
committee  was  by  profession  a  lawyer.  He  be- 
lieved they  were  gentlemen  of  great  legal  ability, 
and  fully  qualified  to  determine  upon  all  cases 
which  might  be  brought  before  them. 

During  the  lost  Congress,  the  seat  of  his  ex- 
cellent friend  from  Florida  had  been  contested, 
and  the  question  had  been  left  undetermined;  and 
the  petition  now  before  the  House  prayed  that 
the  case  might  be  again  taken  up,  and  a  judgement 


rendered.  He  affirmed  that  it  was  not  competent 
for  the  House  now  to  take  up  the  ({uestion,  and 
decide  upon  it.  Time  had  decided  it.  The  gen- 
tleman now  came  here  under  a  new  authority. 
He  had  occupied  the  scat  which  was  then  con- 
tested for  the  full  term  allotted  to  him;  and  he 
now  came  to  this  House  under  a  different  and  dis- 
tinct authority.  The  petition,  as  he  understood 
it,  referred  to  the  former  election,  and  not  the 
present  one.  It  seemed  to  him,  therefore,  that, 
if  the  petition  should  be  now  referred  to  the  Com- 
inittec  of  Elections,  that  committee  would  have 
to  report  upon  a  matter  which  was  coram  nen  ju- 
dice.  In  his  opinion,  the  question  could  notagain 
come  op. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  desired  to  say  a  single  woril 
upon  the  subject,  inasmuch  as  he  had  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  of  Elections  in  the  last  Con- 
gress. A  memorial  similar  to  the  sone  now  pre- 
sented was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Elections 
at  the  called  session,  he  believed — at  which  time 
he  was  not  a  member  of  the  committee — and  after 
some  investigation  of  the  question  submitted  to 
their  consideration,  further  time  was  asked  by 
the  gentleman  from  Florida,  and  at  the  next  ses- 
sion additional  testimony  was  brought  in  and  laid 
before  the  committee.  That  committee,  if  he  rec- 
ollected aright,  was  composed  of  nine  members, 
six  of  whom  were  opposed,  politically,  to  the 
gentleman  from  Florida,  and  three  were  his  polit- 
ical friends. 

He  desired  to  say  a  word,  also,  with  regard  lo 
one  or  two  allegations  set  forth  in  the  memorial. 
In  the  first  place,  it  stated  that  a  large  mass  of  tes- 
timony had  been  taken,  and  laid  belbre  the  House 
in  the  report  of  the  committee,  for  the  purpose  of 
mystifying  the  case,  which  would  otherwise  have 
been  peifcctly  clear.  He  would  not  undertake 
to  say  what  the  object  of  the  Delegate  was  in  pro- 
ducing that  testimony;  but  he  would  say,  as  far 
as  the  committee  were  concerned,  the  allegation 
of  the  memorial  was  altogether  incorrect  and  un- 
true. He  would  not  pretend  to  say  whether  it  was 
the  object  of  the  memorialists  to  impeach  the  ac- 
tion of  the  committee;  he  only  knew  the  fact  that 
the  committee  consisted  of  six  members  opposed 
to  the  gentleman  from  Florida,  and  three  who 
were  of  the  same  politics. 

And  now,  a  word  upon  the  subject  of  the  re- 
port that  was  made  by  that  committee.  The 
memorial  went  on  to  say  that  there  were  contrary 
reports.  It  was  quite  certain  that  the  majority 
reported  in  favor  of  the  Delegate  retaining  hia 
seal;  and  the  very  fact  that  that  report  laid  over 
without  any  action  of  the  House  being  had  upon 
it,  certainly  went  a  great  len|th  towards  confirm- 
ing it,  and  confirming  the  title  of  the  member  to 
his  seat.  There  was  one  other  allegation  in  the 
memorial  to  which  he  desired  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  House;  it  was  one  which  was  notcouched, 
he  thought,  in  such  language  as  should  be  ad- 
dressed to  that  House.  It  had  been  properly  re- 
marked by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  that  it 
was  the  duty  of  the  committee  to  decide  all  ques- 
tions of  law  arising  out  of  the  facts  disclosed  in 
the  testimony  before  them,  in  the  same  manner 
as  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  or  any  other 
committee,  would  do.  The  committee,  as  ha 
conceived,  had  proceeded  according  to  law;  but 
here  he  found  charged  against  them  that  they  re- 
ceived ex  parte  testimony,  and  that,  without  no- 
tice to  the  opposing  parties  of  the  fact;  and  that 
they  adjudicated  and  determined  upon  such  ex 
parte  testimony,  and  submitted  to  the  House  their 
report  founded  thereon.  Ho  did  not  recollect 
precisely  what  the  facts  were  in  reference  to  that 
allegation,  but  he  recollected  distinctly  this  much, 
as  far  as  regarded  himself  and  the  majority  of  the 
committee — and  in  fact  he  believed  almost  every 
member  of  the  committee:  their  object  was  to 
carry  out  the  principles  of  law  and  justice,  not 
only  in  the  report  they  made,  but  in  all  parts  of 
the  investigation.  So  far,  then,  as  the  allegation 
to  which  he  had  referred  was  concerned,  it  was 
totally  without  foundation.  But  what  was  pro- 
posetl  by  the  memorial  which  was  nowprescnled? 
Was  it  that  the  matter  should  be  taken  up  and 
readjudicated  ?  The  memorialists  state  that  "they 
cannot  doubt  that  the  testimony  taken  in  the 
case,  if  divested  of  irrelevant  matter,  will  sustain 
the  prayer  of  the  petition. "  They  of  course  have 
a  perfect  right  to  dilTer  with  him,  and  with  the 
committee  of  last  Congress,  in  opinion;  but  what 
was  to  be  attained  by  a  reinvestigation  of  the 
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mnttcr  ?  WTint  was  to  be  the  course  of  proceeding? 
Would  tliey  have  to  travel  over  the  same  roud 
traveled  by  the  cnmmiltee  before?  Would  they 
hav«  to  go  over  all  the  evidence?  And'he  would 
ask  to  what  other  conclusion  could  they  come 
than  the-former  committer  had  come  to,  upon  the 
same  testimony?  And  if  they  decided  to  reject 
a  portion  of  the  testimony,  would  they  decide 
upon  the  remainder,  without  giving  tlic  delegate 
an  o|>porlunity  ofjusiifying  himself?  If  the  case 
were  taken  up  at  nil,  it  must  lie  tkkcn  up  as  if  it 
had  never  been  before  a  committee  at  all.  There 
were  other  objections  to  the  memorial;  but  he  did 
not  think  that  it  requind  any  refutiuion  on  the 
part  of  the  committee;  on  the  contrary,  bethought 
the  course  pursued  by  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee was  the  proper  one,  in  moving  to  lay  the 
subject  on  the  table.  No  good  could  possibly 
result  from  the  investigaiion  of  a  case  which  had 
been  already  disposed  of.  If  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  desired  it,  he  would  renew  the  motion 
to  lay  the  subject  upmi  the  table, 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  said  the  gentleman 
from  Alabama  seemed  to  consider  the  memorial 
disrespectful  to  the  House.  He  would  be  good 
enough  to  recollect  that  it  referred  to  a  former 
House.  He  would  be  responsible  for  the  language 
of  the  memorial,  that  it  should  be  perfectly  dec- 
orous and  respectful  to  the  House,  it  seemed 
to  him,  then,  that  the  memorial  4bould  be  disposed 
of  in  no  other  than  the  ordinary  way.  All  that 
be  desired  was  that  the  House  should  treat  the 
caie  in  the  ordinary  way,  and  not  forestall  the 
action  of  the  committee,  or  form  a  busty  judg- 
ment upon  the  bare  suggestion  of  an  individual 
member. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  simply  desired  to  say  that,  as 
to  forestalling  the  action  of  the  House,  he  did  not 
think  it  could  be  called  forestalling  the  action  of 
the  House  to  dispose  of  the  application  of  the 
memorialists  by  laying  it  upon  the  table.  As  the 
report  of  the  committee  of  the  last  Congress  was 
in  favor  of  the  Delegate, and  as  it  had  been  passed 
over  without  any  additional  action  on  the  j>art  of 
the  House,  it  was  in  some  degree  confirming  the 
report  that  the  Delegate  was  entitled  to  his  seat. 
This  fact,  together  wiili  the  fact  that  the  present 
petition  prays  nothing  new  ordifrereui,(only  that 
the  Delegate  should  be  ousted,)  served  to  convince 
him  that  the  proper  course  would  be  to  lay  the 
memorial  upon  the  table.  He  then  renewed  the 
motion;  and  the  question  being  put,  and  carried 
in  the  affirmative, 

Mr.  LEVY  then  asked  the  House  to  receive 
and  adopt  the  following  resolution;  but  the  House 
refused  to  consider  it: 

A«>«(ir«l,  Tliat  tlie  Comoiiltee  on  tbe  Judiciary  be  di- 
rected to  inquire  and  report  to  tliii  tioufle  apoii  tlie  vMliduy 
of  tlie  procefdiiigH  under  wliicb  the  claim  of  David  Levy 
to  citixeDsiiip  of  tJie  United  States  accrued. 

CONTESTED-ELECTION'  CASES. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky,  inquired  what  was 
the  business  now  before  the  House  ? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  the  business  next 
in  order  would  be  the  dbnsideration  of  the  resolu- 
tion offered  by  tbe  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
[Mr.  Davis.] 

Tbe  resolution  was  reiul  by  the  Clerk  as  fol- 
lows: 

lUtttlvtd,  That  the  Commitiee  of  Electioni  do  inquire 
aad  report  whether  or  not  Mettiirs.  Edmund  Burlte,  John 
R.  Reding,  Moses  Nnrrii,  Jr.,  and  Jolin  P.  Hnle,  members 
of  this  House  from  the  Stale  of  New  llajnpshire  ;  Hugh  A. 
Haralson,  Absalom  Chappell,  Juhn  H.  Lumpliin,  lluwell 
Cobb,  William  U.  Stiles,  Alexander  M.  Stepliens,  and  Ed- 
ward J.  Biacit,  members  of  iliis  House  f^niu  the  State  of 
Georgia;  John  Jameson,  Oustavu^  M.  Bower,  James  B. 
Bownn,  James  H.  Relfe,  and  James  M.  Huglies,  mf^mbers 
of  this  House  fVom  the  Stale  of  Missouri ;  and  Jacob  Ttioinp- 
son,  a  member  of  this  House  from  the  State  of  Mississippi, 
have  been  elected  in  eonroriiiity  to  the  Coasiitutton  and  the 
law,  and  whether  they  are  entitled  to  retain  their  seats  as 
memban  of  this  House  for  the  Twenty-Eighth  Congress. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky,  demanded  the  pre- 
vious question  upon  the  resolution,  and  he  hoped 
the  House  would  act  upon  it  without  further  de- 
bate or  delay. 

Some  discussion  here  arose  as  to  the  disposi- 
tion which  had  been  made  of  the  amendments 
which  had  been  proposed  to  that  resolution. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  that  there  were  no 
•mendments  pending. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  said  he  could  not  conceive 
how  the  original  mover  could  so  modify  his  res- 
olution a>  to  cut  off  the  amendment  which  he  had 
offerad.    If  it  were  to,  however,  he  now  gave 


notice  that  he  would  move  his  amendment  as  a 
disiinct  proposition. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky,  replied  that  that 
was  not  a  matter  for  him  to  determine.  His 
opinion  was,  that  the  resolution  did  confer  a 
greater  nower  on  the  Committee  of  Elections 
than  it  already  pnnsessed  under  the  rules. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  then  moved  to  lay  the  res- 
olution on  the  table,  so  as  to  let  the  Committee 
of  EI>.'Ctioiis  take  cognizance  of  the  subject  under 
the  rules. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky,  asked  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  question. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
resolution;  and  it  was  rend  accordingly. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  here  submitted  the 
following  amendment,  which  he  wished  to  be 
received  as  a  substitute'  for  the  one  befors  the 
House: 

Aevo/rcd,  That  ail  elertinns  for  Representatives  in  the 
Twenty-Eighth  Congress,  ciccpi  UiO!«e  which  have  been 
hold  l>y  Districts  cimiiHiscd  of  contiguons  territory,  equal 
in  number  to  the  nuiiilicrnf  Ilepreseniative.-i  to  which  each 
State  rcspKcttvely  is  entitled,  are  hereby  declared  to  be  in- 
operative nnd  void. 

ReiQtred,  That  the  con»<ideraiinn  n(ihc  nliove  re.'oluiiou 
he  pn-tpoiied  until  Tuesday,  thf  2il  day  of  Jnniinry,  16-14 ; 
and  that  it  bi-  made  the  r^pecinl  order  for  that  day. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  wished  to  inquire  of  the 
Chair,  before  the  question  was  put,  whether  the 
credentials  of  all  ilie  members  were  not,  under 
the  rules,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Elections, 
and  whether  it  was  not  the  duty  of  said  cpmmit- 
tee  to  take  them  nil  under  their  consideration? 
He  desired  the  rule  on  this  subject  to  be  read. 

The  Clerk  then  read  the  rule,  as  follows: 

"  It  shall  he  the  duly  of  ilie  Coniiniilee  of  Elections  In 
examine  and  report  upon  tlin  crnificnles  of  eleclion<,  nnd 
oUiercredentiaU,  ofnil  lite  inembcrd  returned  tothiit  House; 
and  to  Inko  into  their  consideration  such  petitions  and  mt- 
mnrialH  coiiie>«iing  the  seals  of  members  as  inny  be  ref|!r^d 
to  them  by  the  House.'* 

Mr,  C.  JOHNSON  then,  at  the  request  of 
several  members,  withdrew  his  motion  to  lay  the 
resolution  on  the  table. 

The  motion  for  the  previous  question  coming 
lip, 

Mr.  ELMER  requested  Mr.-  Davis,  of  Ken- 
tucky, to  withdraw- it,  to  allow  him  an  opportu- 
nity of  making  an  explanation. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky,  refusing  So  with- 
draw the  call, 

The  question  was  taken  on  seconding  the  call 
for  the  previous  question,  and  carried — ayes  61, 
noes  57, 

There  being  a  second,  the  question  was  next 
taken  on  ordering  the  main  question, and  carried 
— ayes  eighty,  noes  not  counted. 

The  main  question  was  then  put  on  the  adop- 
tion of  the  resolution,  and  the  yeas  ind  nays,  at 
the  instance  of  Mr.  Davis,  of  Kentucky,  having 
been  ordered,  resulted — yeas  lid,  nays  33;  as 
follows: 

yG.'\S— Messrs.  Adams,  Ashe,  Barrinrer,  Barnard,  Bri- 
ber, itenton,  fiidlacic,  Jamen  Blaclc,  Blackwetl,  Uustiicr, 
Brndhcad,  Milton  Brown,  William  J. -Brown,  But^nglon, 
Burke,  Cainiibell,  Cary,  Carroll,  Augustus  A.  ("hapmnn, 
Chilton,  Clingman.  Clinton,  Collamcr,  Cranston,  Cross,  Da- 
na, Garrett  Davis,  Richard  D.  Davis,  John  W.  Davis,  Dean. 
Deberry,  DellelfDickey,  Dickinson,  Dillingham,  Douglas, 
Dunlap,  Ellis,  Elmer.  Farlec*,  Fieklin,  Fish,  Florence,  Fuot, 
Foster,  FrencltjFrick,  Gilmer,  Willis  Green,  ByramGreen, 
Grinnell,  Grider,  Hale,  Hamlin,  Hardin,  Harper,  Hays, 
llenluy,  Hrrrick,  Hnge,  Hopkins,  Houston,  Hubard,  Hub- 
bell,  Hudson,  lluiigerford,  Wasliington  Hunt,  James  B. 
Hunt,  Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll,  Irvin, 
Jenks,  Cave  Johnson,  Perley  B.  Johnson,  Preston  King, 
Danii;l  P.  King,  Kirkpatrick,  Lnbranche,  l^eonnrd,  Lucas, 
McClelland,  McCiernand,  McConnell,  Mcllvainej  McKay, 
Mathews,  Monre,  Gtlword  J.  Morris.  Joseph  Morns,  Mose- 
ley.  Murphy,  Nps,  Newton,  Norris, Owen, Parmentcr, Pat- 
terson, Peuit,  Peyton,  Phianii,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Emery  D. 
Poller,  Purdy,  Rathhun,  Cliarles  M.  Reed,  David  S.  Held, 
Reife,  Kilter,  Rogers,  Russell,  St.  Jolin,  Snmiite,  Saundi;rs, 
Schenck;Senler,  Sevemnee,Thonia8  H.  Se\'niour,  David  L. 
Seymour,  Simons,  Allien  Smith,  John  T.  Smith,  Stephens, 
Stetson,  Andrew  Stewart,  John  Stewart,  Stone,  Strong, 
Sykcs,  Thomassnn,  1'honipson,  Tibbntls,  Tilden,  Vance, 
Vnnmeter,  Vinton,  Weller,  VVentworlh,  Wbeatoil,  White, 
Williams,  Wilkins,  WinUirop,  Wise,  Woodward,  William 
Wriglit,  and  Yost— MS. 

NAYS— Messrs,  Atkinson,  Edward  J.  Black,  James  A, 
Black,  Dower,  Oowlin,  Boyd,  Jacob  Brinkerlinff,  Aaron  V, 
Brown,  Jeremiah  Brown,  liurl,  Caldwell,  Catlin, Chappell, 
Cobb,  Cutlom,  Haralson,  Hughes,  Jameson,  Andrew  John- 
son, George  W.  Jones,  Kennedy,  Lumpkin,  McCauslea, 
Maclay,  McDowell,  Reding,  Robinson,  Simpson,  Slidell, 
Sieenrod,  Stiles,  and  Taylor— 3a.  » 

So  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

AMENDMENT  OF  THE  JOURNAL. 

Mr.  BARNARD  intiuired  what  was  tbe  busi- 
Desa  before  tbe  House' 


The  SPEAKER  replied  that  the  first  business 
in  order  would  be  the  resolution  of  the  genllemais 
to  amend  the  Journal, 

The  resolution  was  then  read  as  follows:  * 

ReioJrerf,  That  tbe  Journal  of  yesierdnv.  In  that  part 
which  relates  in  ihe  resoluUmi  and  amendiiicnt  olTcred  by 
Mr.  Basnabd  on  Tuesday  la«t,  the  5tti  instant,  the  motina 
of  Mr.  GiijiEa  tnsuikenut  ap-iriof  the  resnlalinn,and  Uie' 
vote  by  yeas  and  nays  taken  yesterday  on  that  motion,  be 
amended,  so  a-i  to  state  ihc  quesiion  as  follows : 

The  part  of  the  resolution  or  Mr.  BARNAaD  proposed  to  be' 
stricken  out  was  In  Ihe  folluwing  wonls,  namely : 

And  that  ihc  Journal  be  fiinlrcr  nnirnded,  by  Inserting 
the  following  paper,  as  that  offered  to  be  read,  to  wU : 
(Here  follows  the  protest.] 

The  SPEAKER  staled  that  the  question  of  re- 
ception having  been  raised,  the  question  before 
the  House  would  now  be,  "  Shall  the  reeolutioo 
be  received?" 

Mr,  C,  J.  INGER.SOLL  desired  to  know  if  a 
motion  to  postpone  this  question,  tn  allow  him  to 
move  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  the  Com- 
niiitee  of  the  Whole,  would  be  in  order? 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  such  a  motion  would 
not  be  in  order;  the  question  being  on  the  recep- 
tion of  the  motion.  If  the  motion  should  be 
received,  it  would  then  be  in  order  to  move  to 
postpone  it. 

Mr.  STEENROD  asked  if  it  would  be  in  order 
to  move  to  lay  the  question  of  reception  on  tbe 
table  ? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  in  the  affirmative, 

Mr,  STEENROD  ihen  moved  to  lay  tbe  ques- 
tion of  reception  on  the  table, 

Mr,  BELSER  asked  whether,  after  this  House 
had  twice  solemnly  refused  to  receive  this  paper, 
it  could  be  properly  offered  now  ? 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  House  would 
decide  the  question  on  the  question  of  reception. 
The  question  now  before  the  House  w^s  on  lay- 
ing the  question  of  reception  on  the  table, 

Mr,  BELSER,  Will  the  decision  of  that  ques- 
tion, by  yeas  and  nays,  carry  the  paper  on  the 
Journal  ? 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  it  would  not;  the 
'  paper  not  being  it.  the  possession  of  the  House. 
{  Mr,  BARNARD  begged  to  suggest  to  tbe  Chair 
I  that  there  wos  no  motion  tn  receive. 
i  The  SPE A KER  replied  that  such  a  motion  was 
I  made  a  few  days  ago. 

After  a  few  words  between  the  SPEAKER, 
Mr,  BARNARD  and  Mr.  HOPKINS,  the  ques- 
tion was  stated  to  be  tliis:  The  question  being 
"  shall  the  paper  be  received  ?"  a  motion  was 
made  to  lay  the  question  of  reception  on  tbe'ta- 
blc;  and  that  question  now  recurred. 

Mr.  BARNARD  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  question  of  laying  on  the  table;  and  they 
were  ordered;  and  being  taken,  resulted — yeas 
U6,  nays  59;  as  follows: 

YEAS- Messrs.  Anderson,  Atkinson,  Bearrisley,  Belter, 
Beiiiou,  Bidlack,  Edward  J.  Black,  James  Black,  Blackwell, 
Bossier,  Bower,  Bowlin,  Boyd,  Jacob  Brinkerhoff,  Brod- 
head,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  W'lllinm  J.  Brown,  Buftlnftno, 
Burke,  Burt, Caldwell, Cary,t.'ailin,  Reuben Cbapmaa,  Au- 
gustus A.  Chapman,  Chup|iell,  Clinton,  Cobb,  Cross,  Cal- 
lom,  Dana,  Daniel,  Rielinrd  I).  Davis,  John  W.  Davis, pean, 
Diliiiigliam,  Douglas,  Dunlap,  Elmer,  Farlec,  Fieklin,  Fos- 
ter, French,  tiyram  Green,  Hale,  Hamlin,  Haralson,  Hays, 
Henley,  Ilerrick,  Hoge,  Hopkins,  Houston,  Hubard,  Hul>- 
hell,  Hughes,  Hungerlord,  James  B.  Hunt,  Jameson,  Cave 
JutinKun,  Andrew  Johnson,  George  W.sJoncs,  Kennedy, 
Preston  King,  Labranche,  Leonard,  Lucas,  Ijumpkin,  Mc- 
Ciuslcn,  Miiclny,  McClelland,  McCiernand,  McCnaaell, 
McDowell,  McKay,  Mathews,  Moore,  Joseph  Mortts,  Mur- 
phy, Norris,  Owen,  Pnrmenier,  Emery  D.  Potter,  Purdy, 
Ralhbun,  David  8.  Reid,  Iteding,  Reire,  Ritler,  Robinson, 
Russell,  St.  John,  Saunders,  Thomas  H.  Seymonr,  David. 
L.  Seymour,  Simons,  Simpson,  Slidell,  John  T.  Suillh, 
Thomas  Smith,  Robert  Smith,  Sieenrod)  Stetson,  John 
Stewart,  Stiles,  Stone,  Strong,  Sykes,.TayIor,  Thompson, 
Weller,  Wentwouli,  Williams,  Wise,  Woodward,  and 
Yost— 116. 

NAYS  — Messrs.  Adams,  Barringer,  Barnard,  Hllwn 
Brown,  Jeremiah  Brawn,  Carroll,  Chilton,  Clingman,  Col- 
lamer,  Cranston,  Garrett  Davis,  Dickey,  Dickinson,  Fish, 
Florence,  Foot,  Frick,  Oiddings,  Willis  Green,  Grinnell, 
Grider,  Hardin,  Harper,  Hudson,  Washington  Hunt,  Joseph 
R.  Ingersoll,  Irvin,  Jenks,  Perley  B.  Johnson,  Daniel  P. 
King,  Mcllvaine,  Edward  J.  Morris,  Moseley,  Nes,  New- 
ton, Pauerson,  Peyton,  PhoiniJ,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Ramsey, 
Charles  M.  Reed,  Rogers,  Sample,  Scheiick,  Senter,  Sev- 
erance, Albert  Smith,  SteplMns,  Thnma.««on,  Tibbaits,  Til- 
den, Vance,  Vanmeter,  Vinton,  White,  and  Wintbrop— St. 

So  the  motioB  to  lay  on  the  table  prevailed. 
ABOLITION  PETITIONS. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  the  calling  of  the 
roll  of  States  for  petitions  was  tbe  next  business 
in  order;  and  he  remarked  that  when  this  order 
of  business  was  last  before  the  House,  a  petition 
was  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Maaiachu* 
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wtts,  [Mr.  Ad&mi,]  which  the  Chair  was  of  oi>in- 
ion  came  within  the  rule  forbidding  the  reception 
of  certain  petitions.  The  opportunity  which  was 
afforded  him  by  the  adjournment  of  the  House 
bad  enabled  him  to  examine  the  subject  much 
more  satisfactorily  thsn  he  had  the  power  to  do 
at  the  time  the  prtitinn  was  offered;  and  he  found 
as  far  as  precedent  went,  that  petitions  of  this 
character  could  be  entertained  by  the  House. 
Upon  an  examination  of  the  rule  or  the  House  in 
reference  to  abolition  petitions,  he  found  the  rule 
to  be  this:  that  no  petitions  praying  for  the  abo- 
lition of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  or  in 
any  of  the  States  of  the  Union  where  slavery  now 
exists,  or  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade 
among;  the  States,  should  be  received  or  enter- 
taineiT  in  any  manner  whatsoever.  The  prayer 
of  this  petition  was,  ihat^Congress  would  puss 
such  laws,  or  propose  such  amendments  of  the 
Constitution  or  the  United  Stales,  as  would  sep- 
arate forever  the  petitioners  and  the  people  of 
New  York  from  domestic  slavery;  and  it  now  ap- 
peared to  the  Chair  that  the  memorial  did  not 
come  within  the  letter  of  the  rule;  and  as  it  was 
a  rule  that  was  restrictive  in  its  character,  the 
Chair  did  not  feel  at  liberty  to  give  it  an  interpre- 
tation beyond  that  which  the  rule  itself  would  in- 
dicate. Upon  consideration,  therefore,  the  Chair 
decided  that  the  petition  did  not  come  within  the 
operation  of  the  rule. 

Mr.  ADAMS  moved  that  the  petition  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  (be  Judiciary. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  objected  to  the  reception 
of  the  petition;  for  he  conceived  it,  in  effect,  to 
amoant  to  a  petition  foradiasoluiionof  the  Union, 
which  he  should  object  to  at  any  time. 

Mr.  ADAMS  denied  that  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  had  given  a  true  interpretation  of  the 
petition.  Itwasa  memorial  praying  for  an  amend- 
ment of  the  Constitution,  and  not  for  a  dissolution 
of  the  Union. 

The  SPEAKERsaid,aBlheque8tion  of  recep- 
tion had  been  raised,  that  question  must  be  first 
disposed  of. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  moved  to  lay  iheguestion 
of  reception  on  the  table. 

Mr.  ADAMS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
that  motion. 

Mr.  BUICK,  of  Georgia,  asked,  for  his  own 
information,  whether,  if  the  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Mississippi  was  carried,  it  would  nut 
carry  with  it  to  the  table  the  petition  also?  and 
whether  thus  the  petition  would  not  be  received 
by  the  House  i 

[Cries  of"  No!"  "No!"] 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  itwonld  not  carry 
with  it  a  paper  which  had  never  been  in  posses- 
sion of  the  House. 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY  desired  that  the  petition 
should  be  reed,  that  they  might  know  what  its 
contents  were. 

The  Clerk  accordingly  read  the  petition,  which 
set  forth  that  the  nndersigned  petitioners,  inhab- 
itants of  the  State  of  New  York,  earnestly  deslr- 
iug  that  iliey  should  be  freed  from  all  connection 
with  domestic  slavery,  respectfully  prayed  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  pass  such  laws,  and 
propose  such  amendments  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  as  shall  forever  separate  the 
people  of  New  York  from  all  connection  with 
slavery. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  ordered;  and, 
being  taken,  resulted — yeas  97,  nays  8U;  as  fol- 
lows: 

VEAS— Menn.  Aibe,  Bsrhnger,  Beli)!r,  BIdlack,  Bd- 
ward  J.  Bliftk,  James  Black,  Blackwell,  Bossier,  Bowlin, 
Boyd,  Jacob  Brinkerlinff,  Drodhcad,  Aaron  V.  Bniwn, 
MIIUMt  Brown,  Burke,  Burt,  Caldwell,  Campbell,  Reuben 
CiMpinaii,Aii(ttstu>A.ChspRnn,Ctinp|ielI,Clirltnn,Cling- 
nian,  ClinUHi,  CobI),  Cullom,  Daniel,  Garrett  Davis,  John 
W.  Davis,  Dean.  Deberry,  Drilet,  Dickinson,  Douglas, 
PickliD,  Foster,  French,  Gilmer,  Willis  Green,  Ilnralson, 
Hoimes,  Hopkins,  Houston.  Hubard,  Hu'hes.  Charles  J. 
fi*Cefwill,Janieflon,CaveJolinsoii,  Andrew  Johnson,  George 
Vv-inon,  Preston  King,  Labranche,  Lewis,  Luraa,  Lump- 
kin, McC^Oflen,  Maclay,  McCleriiand,  McCnnnell,  Mc- 
Dowell, MfKajr,  Maihews.  Moore, Joseph  Morris,  Murphy, 
Newton,  Norris,  Peyton,  Einery  D.  Poaer,  David  8.  Kcid, 
Belfe,  Bhelt,  Ritler,  Knssell,  8t.  John,  Baond'TS,  Benter, 
Simpaon,  Slidell,  John  T.  Smith,  Thoniiu  SniiUl,  Robert 
Smith,  Steenrod,  Stephens,  Slileii,  Stone,  Strong,  Taylor, 
TbomasaoB,  Thompson,  Tibbatta,  Tyler,  Welter,  Wcnt- 
worth,  Wilkins,  Wl»e,  Woo<lward,  and  Voai— 97.   . 

KATS— Metsrw.  Adams,  Anderson,  Barnard.  Benrdsley, 
Bentoa,  Jeremiali  Brown.  Buffingtnn.  Cary, Carroll,  Catlin, 
Collamer,  Cransion,  Dana,  Richard  0.  Davis,  Dickey,  Dil- 
liaybam.  Dunlap,  Elmer,  Fariee,  Fish,  Florence,  Foot, 
FrKk,  Giddinga,  Bjfram  Green,  Srider,  Hale,  Hamlin, 
Haritai,  Harper,  HertioJi,  Hubbull,  Hodauo,  HuBferftinl, 


Washington  Hunt,  James  B.  Hunt,  Joseph  B.  Ingeraoll, 
Irvin,  Jenkx,  Parley  R.  Johnson,  Kennedy,  Daniel  P.  King, 
Kirkpatrli'k,  Leonard.  McClelland,  Mcllvaine,  Edward  J. 
Morris,  Mrb-eley,  Nes.Owen,  Parmenler,  Patterson.  Pettit, 
PhfEnix.  Glisha'R.  Potter,  Purdy,  Ramsey,  Charles  M.  Reed, 
Roliinson,  RogiTs,  Sample,  Scbenck,  Severaurc,  Tbomaa 
H.  Seymour,  David  L.  Seymour,  Snnons,  Albert  Sinith, 
Stetson,  Andrew  Stewart,  John  Siewari,  Sykes,  Tilden, 
Vance.  Vanmeler,  Vinton,  Wheaton,  White,  Williams, 
Wmthtop,  and  Joaeph  A.  Wright— M. 

Mr.  ADAMS  presented  various  petitions  on 
tho  subject  of  slavery 

The  SPEAKER  ruled  them  out  of  order. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  had  plenty  more  of  the 
same  description,  with  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
signatures. 

The  SPEAKER  remarked  to  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  that  it  was  not  in  order  to 
debate  the  subject  of  theqe  petitions, 

Mn  ADAMS.  I  do  not  debate  it, sir.  I  sub- 
mit with  lamb-like  patience. 

Mr.  A.  then  presented  a  petition  against  the 
admission  into  this  Union  of  Texas,  or  of  any 
State  which  tolerates  slavery. 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that  the  petition  was 
inadmissible. 

Mr.  ADAMS  contended  that  it  did  not  come 
within  the  rule,  inasmuch  as  it  did  not  pray  Ihe 
abolition  of  slavery.  He  would  be  under  the 
necessity  of  taking  an  appeal  from  this  decision 
of  the  Chair,  for  he  "preferred  to  hove  a  direct 
vote  of  the  House  upon  the  question  of  reception 
rather  than  to  have  these  petitions  rejected  in  the 
indirect  method  of  getting  rid  of  them  which  the 
House  seemed  so  anxious  to  adopt;  that  is  to 
say,  by  a  motion  first  not  to  receive,  and  then  by 
a  motion  to  lay  the  subject  upon  the  table.  He 
would  rather  the  petitions  should  be  rejected  by  a 
direct  vote  by  yeas  and  nays,  thsn  by  the  arbitrary 
decision  of  the  Speaker.  He  would,  therefore, 
take  an  appeal. 

Mr  HOPKINS  inquired  ^whether,  under  the 
24th  rule  of  the  House,  the  petition  must  not,  as 
a  matter  of  necessity,  go  over  to  another  day, 
because  the  apiieal  would  lead  to  debate  .> 

Tbe  SPEAKER  suted  that  It  certainly  ap- 
peared clear  to  him  that  if  the  original  question 
was  not  debatable",  any  collateral  matter  arising 
out  of  the  main  question  could  not  be  debated,  but 
must  follow  the  rule  applicable  to  the  principiti 
question,  and  go  over.  * 

Mr.  ADAMS.  I  submit,  then;  that  leaves  the 
question  pending. 

Mr.  WISE  inquired  what  became  of  the  peti- 
tion in  the  mean  lime,  if  the  debate  laid  over.  He 
contended  that  the  decision  of  the  Chair  was  er- 
roneous. A  question  of  order  could  not  be  laid 
over;  it  must  be  taken  im<an(<r,  upon  the  very 
day  upon  which  it  is  made.  There  was  nothing 
to  lay  over;  there  was  no  subject-matter  in  this 
instance,  and  therefore  the  rule  could  not  apply. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  said  it  seemed  to  him  that  his 
colleague  gave  to  the  rule  a  construction  of  which 
it  was  not  susceptible. 

Mr.  WISE  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the 
Chair. 

The  SPEAKER  observed  that  there  was  an 
appeal  already  pending. 

Mr.  WISE,  after  some  remarks,  repeating  the 
objections  he  had  already  made  to  the  decision 
of  the  Chair,  withdrew  his  appeal. 

Mr.  C.J.  INGERSOLL  said  he  understood  the 
petition  to  be  against  the  annexation  of  Texas  to 
the  Union.  He  wished  to  know  if  the  Chair  had 
decided  that  this  petition  came  within  the  !!3d 
rule. 

The  SPEAKER  said  he  had  so  decided. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  Has  the  Chair  also  decided  that 
it  is  to  go  over? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  ADAMS  then  presented  a  petition  from  a 
number  of  citizens  of  Ohio,  praying  Congress  to 
keep  Texas  out  of  the  Union.  He  hoped  this  pe- 
tition was  not  wiihin  theSSd  rule. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  petition  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

Mr.  ADAMS  presented  the  petition  of  James 
Walsh  and  two  liundred  and  twenty.six  others, 
residents  of  Washington  county,  Illinois.  There 
were,  hesaid.a  numberof  prayers  in  this  petition; 
one  or  more  of  which,  he  feared,  the  Speaker 
would  decide  to  be  wiihin  the  23d  rule.  But, 
besides  these,  there  were  one  or  tWo  prayers  of 
deep  and  grave  import,  which  he  hoped  the  Speak- 
er would  not  decide  as  coming  within  the  rale. 

Now,  according  to  the  prcoedeala  of  a  former 


Con^sa,  it  has  been  decided  that  where  petition* 
contain  matter  which  comes  within  the  rule,  and 
matter  which  does  not,  the  latter  shall  be  received 
and  referred.  He  would,  therefore,  state  What 
parts  of  this  petition  did  not,  in  his  opinion,  con< 
ilict  with  the  rule,  in  order  that  the  Speaker  might 
decide  whether  he  was  correct  or  not  in  thatopin* 
ion.  The  first  prayer  was  that  Congress  would 
pass  some  law  confessing  our  national  sins, 
[laughter.]  Sir,  (said  Mr.  A.,)  this  petition 
comes  from  two  hundred  and  Iwentv-six  respect- 
able people  of  Illinois;  it  is  no  idle  paper,  and 
deserves  to  be  treated  with  respect.    The  second 

Crayer  was  that  Congress  would  pass  a  law,  ac- 
nowledging  the  dominion  of  Jesus  Christ.  The 
third  prayer  was  that  Congress  should  pass  a 
law  defining  what  the  law  of  God  is.  And  the 
fourth  prayer  was  for  such  an  amendment  of  the 
Constitution  as  would  secure  to  all  the  people  in 
the  United  States  the  self-evident  truths  contained 
in  the  Declaration  of  Independence — the  right  to 
life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness.  He 
was  afraid  the  Speaker  would  decide  the  last 
prayer  to  be  within  the  rule;  but  he  wished  the 
l>etjtion  read  at  large,  in  order  that  the  House 
might  jud«e  for  itself. 

Mr.  WISE  objected  to  the  reading  of  the  peti- 
tion. 

Mr.  ADAMSsaid  a  few  words  in  explanation; 
when 

The  SPEAKER  desired  him  to  stale  again  Ihe 
prayer  which  he  supposed  to  come  within  tjie 
rule. 

This  bein?  done, 

Mr.  H  ARALSON  objected  to  the  reception  of 

the  petition;  not  because  of  its  coming  wiihin  the 

rule,  but  on  the  grounds  that  the  parts  of  it  which 

did  not  come  within  the  rule  were  disrespectful  to 

an  American  Legislature,  as  implying  thnt  they 

did  not  entertain  a  proper  respect  for  the  Chri.itian 

religion.    It  was  high  time,  he  thought,  that  the 

House  should  maintain  that  respect  which  was 

due  to  it,  and  which,  it  seemed  to  him,  was  lost 

!  sight  of  while  they  were  receiving  petitions  im- 

!  plying  that  they  did  not  acknowledge  the  suprem  - 

!  acy  of  the  Savior  of  mankind. 

I      Mr.  ADAMS  said  that,  as  the  gentleman  ob- 

I  jected  to  receiving  the  petition,  he  desired  him  lo 

I  stale  his  objection  in  writing. 

<      The  SPEAKER  said  that  if  a  debate  arose  on 

'  the  petition,  it  must  go  over,  under  the  rules  of 

the  House. 

Mr.  ADAMS  made  a  few  remarks  not  distinctly 
heard;  when 

Mr.  HOPKINS  insisted  that  the  petition  must 
go  over,  under  the  rules. 

Mr.  WISE  asked  if  the  Speaker  had  decided 
that  the  question  of  reception  was  open. 

The  SPEAKER  said  he  had  decided  that,  as 
the  question  of  reception  had  given  rise  to  debate, 
it  most  go  over. 

Mr.  Wise  said  the  question  of  reception  giving 
rise  to  debate  was  not  provided  for  under  the  rules. 
It  was  when  a  petition  itself,  and  not  the  question 
of  reception,  gave  rise  to  debate,  that  it  must  go 
over.  He  musiappeal,he8aid,from  thedecision 
of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  hoped,  as  he  made  the  o(»ee- 
lion  originally,  he  might  be  indulged  with  making 
a  few  remarks.  He  would  not  detain  the  House, 
and  should  not  go  into  the  merits  of  the  petition, 
nor  allude  to  it  at  all. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  petition  having 
given  rise  to  debate,  the  question  must  go  over. 

Mr.  STRONG  moved  to  lay  the  question  and 
appeal  on  fTie  table. 

On  motion,  the  House  adjourned. 

The  following  peliliona  were  presented  nnder  s  rale  of 
the  House,  and  appropriately  referred  : 

By  Mr.  BItOWN,  ofludiana:  The  petition  of  sondry  cit- 
izens or  Marion  and  Hamilton  counties,  Indiana,  praying 
the  estnblliihmcnl  of  a  mail  mute  from  Indianapolis,  via 
Broad  Ripple,  Bethlehem,  WestAeld,  Sheffield,  tn  Peru ; 
which  was  referred  fnlie  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

By  Mr.  BOYD:  The  petition  of  William  Gray,  praying 
an  Increase  of  pension  ;  which  was  refened  to  tlie  Coio- 
mittee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions. 

By  Mr.  STEENROD :  The  petition  of  two  hundred  and 
thirty-nine  citinens  of  Rosa  and  other  counties,  requesting 
the  erection  of  a  bridge  over  the  Ohio  river  at  Wheeling, 
Virginia,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Also,  a  petition  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  citizena  of  Ohio 
county,  Virginia,  requesUng  a  hridga  over  tha  Ohio  rivst  at 
Wheeling,  Virftinia. 

By  Mr.  FOSTER:  The  petition  of  sundry  citizens  of 
Westmoreland  ooontjr,  Peansylvaaia,  pnjrlng  for  the  psa- 
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Wfe  of  a  law  graoting  pensions  for  life  to  the  widows  of 
revolutionary  soldiers  who  %r(>re  entitled  to  tjie  henellt  of 
(he  sets  of  7lh  July,  1138,  and  3d  Marrli,  1)!43:  wliieh  was 
referred  to  the  Coinratttec  on  Revolutionary  Pensions. 

Also,  the  petition  o(  Robert  Grabnm,  praying  for  compen- 
sation for  a  private  land  claim  ;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

By  Mr.  GILMER:  The  petition  of  William  Sounders,  of 
Bedford  county,  Virginia,  for  relief,  as  a  surely  of  William 
Estes,  a  postmaster;  of  Richard  Pollnrd,  late  Charge  d*Af- 
faires  at  t.^bili,  asking  for  rerauneratio/i  ior  losses  su.^tained 
by  him,  while  a  public  ofltcer,  in  the  negotiation  of  certain 
bills;  which  were  both  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

By  Mr.  WRIGHT,  of  Indiana :  The  petition  of  James 
Blair  and  of  two  hundred  and  (ifiy -six  others,  of  Indiana, 
msking  ttiat  Congress  would  grant  to  ihe  Stale  of  Indiana 
the  vacant  land  lying  in  the  Vincennes  land  diritrict,  Indi- 
ana, for  the  purpose  of  continuing  the  Wabash  and  Erie  ca- 
nal from  Terre  Haute  to  Eransville,  Indiana,  on  the  Ohio 
liver. 

By  Mr.  OWEN :  The  memorial  of  the  President  and 
trustees  of  the  State  University  of  Indiana,  seltiiig  forth  that 
a  certain  township  of  land  heretofore  conveyed  to  the  Uni- 
versity, fell  short  four  thousand  acres — tliat  amount  having 
been  sold  out  of  said  tow^nship  before  its  conveyance  for 
the  use  of  the  University— and  pniying  that  Congress  grant 
to  the  University  lands  equivalent  to  these  lands  thus  lost, 
epntrary  to  the  intention  of  Congress,  to  ihe  institution. 

By  Mr.  ATKINSON  :  The  petition  of  Mrs.  Sarah  Jack- 
non,<rf  Norfolk^  widow  of  Andrew  M.Jackson,  praying  for 
a  pension  ;  winch  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions. 

Alan,  the  petition  of  Captain  John  N.  Ivy.  of  Norfolk, 
praying  for  an  extension  of  his  contract  with  the  Unitetl 
States  agents  for  the  delivery  of  live-oak  timber;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Atfairs. 

By  Mr.  STEWART,  of  Pennsylvania  :  The  petitionTrom 
citizens  of  Fayette  county,  Pennsylvania,  praying  for  a  re- 
duction of  postage;  whicli  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Koads. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Setb  Svveetser,  American  consul  at 
Guyaqnil,  praying  compensation  for  diplomatic  serrices 
rendered  in  negotiating  the  ratiflcntionof  the  treaty  of  13th 
June,  1839,  between  the  Uniteil  Sintesand  Ecuador;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  the  Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank 
of  Georgetown,  praying  for  a  renewal  of  its  charter ;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

By  Mr.  WELLER ;  The  meuiarial  of  Mary  Ann  Symmes, 
praying  Congress  tonutbogze  tite  Treasury  Department  to 
audit  and  settle,  upon  principles  of  justice,  tlie  accounts  of 
her  late  husband,  Captain  John  Cleve  Symmes,  an  officer 
during  the  last  war,  in  the  United  States  Army;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

By  Mr.  THOMPSON:  The  memorial  of  the  president 
and  directors  of  the  West  Feliciana  Railroad  Company, 
praying  the  {^mission  of  duties  on  iron  imported  for  the 
use  of  said  railroad,  luid  actually  laid  down ;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meant. 

By  Mr.  CARY :  The  memorial  of  James  S.  Campbell, 
praying  for  compensation  for  property  of  his  father,  Colonel 
Pamuel  Campbell,  used  in  the  service  of  the  Government 
in  the  revolutionary  war;  and  also  for  services  rendered  in 
Itat  war ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Bjbvo- 
Itttionary  Claims. 


IN  SENATE. 
TnttRSDAT,  DeeemitrHl,  1843. 

The  PRESIDENT  laiil  brfore  the  Senate  a 
message  from  the  Presitleiit  of  the  United  States, 
covering  a  catalogue  of  the  books  in  the  office  of 
the  Attorney  General;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table  until  similar  reports  were  received  from 
the  other  Departments. 

PETITIONS,  ETC. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGB  presented  a  petition 
from  John  McDonneI,.praying  the  refunding  of 
certain  duties  improperly  exacted  from  him  by 
the  collector  of  the  customs;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  a  memorial  from 
B  numberof  underwriters,  merchants,  and  others, 
of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  representing  that  the 
piers  erected  at  Port  Penn,  on  the  river  Dela- 
ware, are  in  a  very  dilapidated  antl  ruinous  con- 
dition; and  that  the  commercial  interests  of  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  and  other  ports  on  that 
river,  have  sustained  great  injury  fronf  the  fai,|ure 
of  Congress  to  make  an  appropriation  to  repair 
them. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  the  memorial  stated  a  fact  of 
which  he  was  not  formerly  aware — that  at  the 
time  when  Delaware  ceded  to  the  General  Gov- 
ernment those  works,  this  Government  bound 
iueif  to  keep  them  ip  repair.  It  was  a  matter  of 
considerable  importance  that  these  piers  should 
be  properly  erected.  He  hoped  that  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Commerce  near  him, 
[Mr.  HuKTiNGTON,]  to  which  he  proposeti  to 
refer  it,  would  give  the  subject  his  earliest  atten- 
tion. 

The  memorial  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce. 

Mr.  FAIRFIELD  presented  a  petition  from 
Melvin  Pool,  asking  a  pension  for  injuries  re- 
ceived while  in  lite  military  service  of  the  United 


Slates;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Pensions. 

Mr.  RIVES  presented  a  memorial  from  George 
,  Taylor,  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  praying  in- 
I  demnity  fur  losses  sustained  by  him  by  French 
'  spoliations  prior  to  1800;  which  was  referred  to 

the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 
On  motion  of  Mr.-WHITE,  it  was 
Ordereif  That  the  memorial  of  Yonng  and  Bryan  & 

Young  be  withdrawn  from  the  files,  and  referred  to  the 

Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

On  motion  ofMr.  FOSTER,  the  Committee  on 
Claims  was  discharged  from  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  petition  of  Benjamin  Adams  and 
others,  of  Boston,  praying  for  a  remission  of 
duties  under  the  act  of  1833;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

OREGON  TERRITORY. 
Mr.  ATCHISON,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill 
to  facilitate  and  encourage  the  settlement  of  the 
Territory  of  Oregon ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  a  second  reatiing. 

The  bill  was  then  read  the  second  time,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Stc.  1.  Bettenodcif.^'c.,  That  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  cause  lobe 
erected,  at  suitable  places  and  distances,  a  line  of  stockade 
or  bloclt-liouse  forts,  not  exceeding  five,  from  some  point 
on  the  Missouri  river  to  the  best  pass  for  entering  the  val- 
ley of  the  Oregon. 

Sac.  3.  That  the  President  is  authorized  and  required  to 
cause  fortifications  to  be  erected  at  or  near  the  mouth  of 
the  Columbia  river. 

Sec.  3.  Provision  hereafter  may  be  made  by  law  to  se- 
cure and  grant  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land  to  every 
white  male  inhabitantof  the  Territory  of  Oregon,  of  the  age 
of  eighteen  years  and  upwards,  who  shall  cultivate  and  use 
the  same  for  five  consecutive  yeara ;  or  to  bis  bein,  in  case 
of  his  decease. 

Sec.  4.  And  to  every  such  inhabitant  or  cultivator,  being 
a  manied  man,  there  shall  be  granted  an  addition  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  to  the  wife's  husband,  and 
the  like  quantity  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  to 
the  father  for  each  child  under  the  age  of  eighteen  years  be 
may  have,  or  who  may  be  bom  within  tlie  five  yetira  afore- 
said. 

Sec.  S.  No  sale  or  contract  of  any  kind  of  anch  Iand4hall 
be  valid  before  a  patent  is  issued  therefor,  nor  shall  tbe 
same  be  taken  in  execution, or  be  bound  by  any  judgment, 
mortgage,  or  lien  of  any  kind,  before  the  piitent  is  issued. 

gEc.  6.  The  Territory  of  Oregon,  in  the  preceding  sec- 
tions before  mentioned,  shall  comprise  all  the  country  lying 
west  of  tne  Rocky  mountains  to  the  Pacific  ocean,  and  be- 
tween the  parallels  of  43*  and  54°  and  40' of  north  latitude. 

Sec.  7.  That  the  sum  of  $100,000  be  appropriated,  out  of 
any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  to 
carry  into  elTect  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Mr.  ATCHISON  now  moved  that  the  bill  be 
referred  to  a  select  committee  of  five.  The  rea- 
son for  that  motion,  he  said,  would  be  obvious, 
when  Senators  reflected  for  one  moment  that  the 
same  course  was  taken  with  a  similar  bill  hereto- 
fore. The  measure  is  the  same  as  was  presented 
to  the  Senate  in  1838 — indeed,  as  far  back  as  1820; 
and  the  usual  course  was  to  refer  it  to  a  select 
committee.  Another  reason  for  the  reference  he 
now  proposed  was,  that  be  had  examined  the 
debates  on  this  subject,  and  the  course  Senators 
had  heretofore  taken;  and  he  found  that  a  major- 
ity of  the  standing  committee  to  which  it  would 
be  properly  referable,  were  opposed  to  the  bill; 
anil  tbere  is  no  other  principle  of  parliamentary 
law  better  settled,  than  the  one  that  a  bill  of  this 
importance  should  be  committed  to  a  committee 
of  Its  friends. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Chair  was 
authorized  to  appoint  the  committee. 

The  following  Senators  were  appointed  to  con- 
stitute the  committee:  Messrs.  Atchison,  Walk- 
er, Sevier,  Merrick,  and  Pbelps. 

REPORT  FROM  A  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.JARNAGIN, from  tbe  Committee  on  Rev- 
olutionary Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Eneas  Munson;  which  was  read  and  ordered 
to  a  second  reading. 

MANUFACTURE  OF  HEMP. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr. 
Benton  yesterday,  came  up,  and  was  agreed  to: 

Resolved^  That  the  Comtnittee  on  Naval  Affairs  be  di- 
rected to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  man- 
Dlkciory  on  the  Missisaippi  river,  for  Uie  purchase  and 
Diannflicture  of  domestic  hemp  for  the  use  of  (he  United 
State  Navy. 

LEAD   MINES. 

—  The  following  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr. 

Breese  yesterday,  came  up,  and  was  agreed  to: 

Rfohat,  That  Ui«  Secretary  of  War  be  instmctedtoin- 

iOrm  the  Senate  how  many  leases  have  been  ezecated  by 


the  United  Stat'i  agent  for  the  lead  mines  in  Illinois  anil 
Wisconsin,  from  tlie  4th  of  March,  1837,  tothc4lh  of  March, 
I&41 ;  and  how  many,  since  that  time  to  the  present  time, 
olibe  mineral  lands  therein  ;  of  the  number,  names,  duties 
and  s.-ilaries  or  other  compensation  of  the  agei  ts  employed 
by  him  in  leasing  said  lands,  and  collectinit  the  renu  liiere- 
of;  the  amount  of  rent  collected  from  the  4Ui  of  March, 
1H41,  up  to  Ihe  time  of  the  last  returns ;  what  qnaniiiy  of 
land  has  been  leased ;  and  how  many  persons,  as  near  as 
can  be  ascertained,  are  engaged,  in  mining,  in  farming,  or" 
in  mining  and  farming,  on  the  same  tract  of  land,  in  tlie  so- 
called  niinerol  d)--irici  of  Illinois  and  Wisconsin  ;  and  far- 
ther, to  report  to  the  Senate  if  any  difficulty  h.ls  occurred, 
and  what,  in  leasing  said  lands,  or  any  part  thereof;  and 
in  collecting  the  rent  stipulated  therefor. 

PEA  PATCH  ISLAND. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  trmpore  announced  that 
the  first  thing  now  in  order  was  the  bill  reported 
from  the  Commiltee  on  the  Judiciary,  for  the  set- 
tlement of  the  title  to  the  Pea  Patch  Island,  in  the 
river  Delaware. 

The  bill  was  accordingly  taken  up  for  consid- 
eration, as  in  Committee  oftiie  Whole. 

Mr.  DAYTON  observed  that  be  did  not  know 
of  any  objection  to  tbe  bill,  as  it  was  the  same  in 
substance  as  that  which  had  last  session  passed 
the  Senate  unanimously;  but  noticing  that  two 
Senators  who  took  an  interest  in  the  bill  were  not 
in  their  places,  (one  from  Delaware  and  the  other 
from  New  Jersey,)  lest  objections  might  be 
raised  in  their  absence,  he  thought  it  would  per- 
haps be  better  to  let  tbe  matter  lie  over  for  another 
day. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  asked  if  the  two  Senators 
now  absent  had  voted  for  the  bill  last  session? 

Mr.  DAYTON  replied  that  they  had. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  urged  that,  in  that  case, 
there  could  be  no  objection  to  going  on  with  the 
bill.  He  desired  earnestly  that  this  subject  should 
be  brought  to  a  conclusion.  The  city  of  Phila- 
delphia has  been  left  undefended,  simply  because 
Delaware  and  New  Jersey  cannotagiee  about  thia 
Pea  Patch  Island. 

Mr.  DAYTON  said,  the  long  delay  in  the  set- 
tlement of  this  question  was  not  for  the  want  of 
a  disposition  on  the  part  of  New  Jersey,  her 
courts,  or  her  representatives,  to  have  it  settled. 
This  bilf  was  agreed  upon  at  the'  last  session  of 
Congress  by  the  Senators  from  the  Stales  of  Del- 
aware and  New  Jersey.  It  was  passed  unani- 
mously by  the  Senate,  but  failed  to  receive  the 
action  of  the  other  House. 

The  bill  was  then  read  through, as  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole. 

Mr>  TAPPAN  said  this  subject  had  been  in 
controversy  for  twenty  years  or  more.  He  no- 
ticed that  the  controversy  was  proposed  to  be 
adjusted  by  referring  it  to  the  arbitration  of  Hor- 
ace Binney,  an  eminent  lawyer.  He  thought  it 
almost  impossible  that  this,  a  controversy  of  stfch 
importance  in  that  quarter,  could  have  existed  so 
long  without  the  employment  of  Mr.  Binney,  on 
one  side  or  the  other,  as  counsel ;  and  he  regarded 
it  as  improper  and  inexpedient  for  the  Govern- 
ment to  submit  a  question  of  this  sort  to  the  ar- 
bitration of  an  individual  who  was  interested  in 
the  result.  Why  should  not  the  subject  be  sent 
to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States — a 
tribunal  known  to  be  disinterested  and  independ- 
ent.' They  would  render  a  decision  that  would 
be  satisfactory  to  all  the  parties  concerned — to  the 
whole  Union.  There  was  no  necessity  for  pass- 
ing a  law  to  submit  the  case  to  Mr.  Binney,  or 
to  any  other  person,  when  it  could  so  easily  and 
appropriately  be  brought  before  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States  for  decision.  He 
moved  that  the  bill  be  recommitted  to  .the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  with  instructions  so  to 
amend  it  as  to  refer  the  controversy  for  decision 
to  the  United  Slates  courts. 

Mr.  DAYTON  observed  that  it  was  on  the 
possibility  that  some  objection  might  be  taken 
by  some  gentlemen  unacquainted  with  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case,  t>^nt  he  had  proposed 
laying  the  bill  on  the  table  till  the  absent  Senator 
from  Delaware  should  come  in.  Had  the  Sena- 
tor from  Ohio  [Mr.  Tappan]  been  acquainted 
with  Ihe  facts,  he  felt  satisfied  he  would  not  have 
raised  the  objection.  Mr.  Binney  had  never  been 
retained  aa  counsel  in  the  case.  The  whole  mat- 
ter W4S  well  considered  last  winter  by  the  parties 
interested,  before  they  agreed  to  select  Mr.  Bin- 
ney as  the  referee.  There  is  no  question  of  title 
now  at  issue,  that  having  been  settled  by  one  of  the 
circuit  courts  of  the  United  States,  on  an  action 
brought,  and  j,udgment  obtained.  Judgment  had 
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been  pronounced,  on  thefindingof  a  jury.in  that 
court,  to  which  the  opposing  counsel  took  no  ex- 
ception. 

The  controyersy  had  heretofore  been,  as  to  the 
right  of  jurisdiction  between  the  States  of  New 
Jersey  and  Delaware,  and  wiih^egard  to  the  claim 
of  property  in  the  island  between  the  individual 
now  claiming  and  the  General  Government.  The 
State  of  Delaware  had  ceded  her  interest  in  the 
island  to  the  General  Government,  and  had  now 
Agreed  with  the  individual  claimant  and  the  State 
of  New  Jersey  to  the  arrangement  proposed  in 
thi*  bill.  All  the,parlif8  had  ngrocd  to  refer  the 
matter  for  adjustment  to  Mr.  Binney,  and  it  was 
hoped  that  no  exception  would  be  taken  to  this 
arrangement.  But  as  it  had  occurred  that  an  ob- 
jection was  raised,  he  thought  it  would  be  better 
now  to  let  the  bill  be  laid  on  the  table,  with  a 
yiew  of  taking  it  up  for  cnnsiderniion  another 
day,  unless  the  Senator  from  Ohio  (IMr.  Tappan] 
was  satisfied  with  the  explanation  given,  and 
would  withdraw  his  objections. 

Mr. "BUCHANAN  said  that  as  it  was  his  in- 
tention to  leave  the  city  this  afternoon  for  a  few 
days,  he  desired,  while  the  bill  was  up,  to  make 
a  few  remarks  on  the  subject.  This  controversy 
kad  existed  for  a  great  many  years,  to  the  great 
detriment  and  prejudice  of  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. It  had  been  a  never-ending  source  of  coh- 
troversy;  and  now  that  the  parties  have  agreed 
to  settle  it,  it  is  certainly  extremely  desirable  that 
the  adjustment  should  be  made  speedily.     It  is 

fartieularly  important  to  Pennsylvania,  betnuse 
'ea  Patch  Island  is  the  only  point,  he  believed, 
in  which  the  Delaware  could  l>e  defended.  Now, 
he  admitted  that  this  was  an  awkward  mode  of 
settling  the  question;  but  it  would  be  recollected 
by  the  Senate  that  the  controversy  existed  be- 
tween two  sovereign  States  of  this  Union.  The 
State  of  Delaware  did  not  feel  itself  bound  by  any 
act  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey.  Each  State  con- 
troverted the  rightof  the  other  to  jurisdiction  over 
the  island  until  this  day;  and  now,  when  both 
these  States,  and  the  individual  concerned  in  the 
title,  concurred  in  leaving  the  matter  to  be  finally 
determined  by  Mr.  Binney,  whose  determination 
can  be  made  within  two  weeks,  he  would  be  very 
aorry  indeed  that  the  bill  should  be  delayed;  for 
'he  feared  it  might  lead  to  another  postponement 
of  the  question  for  eight  or  ten  years.  He  hoped 
that  his  friend,  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  would  nof 
permit  this  postponement  to  take  place.  He  hoped 
that  the  Senate  would  not  object  to  the  course 
which  the  parties  had  agreed  upon.  At  the  same 
time,  he  was  perfectly  willing,  if  the  Senator  from 
Ohio  still  desired  it,  that  the  bill  should  lie  over 
for  the  present,  with  the  understanding  (hat  this 
sulyect  of  everlasting  litigation  should  speedily 
be  brought  to  a  close. 

Mr.  BENTON,  after  a  few  remarks,  not  dis- 
tinctly heard  by  the  reporter,  was  understood  as 
taking  a  view  of  the  subject  different  from  that 
taken  by  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  with 
regard  to  the  necessity  on  the  part  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  of  submitting  her  interrsis  to  arbitra- 
tion. The  selection  of  Pea  Patch  Island  by  the 
General  Government  was  made  more  than  a  quar- 
ter of  a  century  ago,  because  it  was  an  import- 
ant and  suitable  place  for  the  erection  of  works 
for  the  defense  of  the  Delawiire.  Having  been 
■elected  a«a  place  material  to  the  whole  Union, 
Congress  made  appropriations  for  the  erection  of 
fortifications,  and  possession  of  the  island  was 
taken  by  the  Government,  and  some  of  the  works 
were  constructed.  This  the  Government  had  a 
right  to  do;  and  now  all  that  remained  to  be  done 
was  to  pay  whatever  claimant  should  prove  to  be 
entitled  to  payment.  The  business  of  the  Gov- 
ernment was  to  defend  the  Union,  and  to  lake 
such  steps  as  should  be  necessary  to  allow  that 
object.  The  Government  was  not  to  let  a  great 
commercial  city  be  without  its  necessary  defense, 
pending  any  controversy  about  Stale  jurisdiction 
or  individual  right  of  title.  Its  business  was  to 
take  possession,  and  go  on  with  the  necessary 
works  for  the  public  defense,  and  then  pay  the 
person  for  the  property  taken  on  proof  of  title. 
Now,  he  saw  no  reason  why  the  claimants  could 
not  show  their  title  to  Congress  as  well  as  to  Mr. 
Binney.  Was  it  proper  that  the  representatives 
of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  in- 
terests of  the  United  Slates,  should  adjust  their 
own  business  without  any  reference  to  Mr.  Bin- 
ney or  aivy  one  els«  ?    He  had  no  idea  of  per- 


mitting the  interests  of  the  United  States  to  be 
submitted  to  an  arbitration  of  this  kind.  Let  not 
Congress  for  a  moment  admit  that  it  is  not  com- 
petent itself  to  settle  its  own  affairs,  or  that  it  is 
necessary  to  employ  a  referee  to  adjust  a  matter 
in  which  its  course  is  clearly  pointed  out  by  the 
Constitution. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  wished  to  say  a  word  in 
reply  to  the  Senator  from  Missouri.  He  thought 
his  honorable  friend  was  wrong  in  regard  to  the 
constitutional  law  upon  thja  subject.  Private 
property  may  be  taken  possession  of  by  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States;  but  such  property 
must  first  be  paid  for.  The  United  Stales  had 
obtained  the  cession  of  the  island  from  the  State 
of  Delaware,  and  now  the  individual  claiming  the 
title,  and  the  Stale  of  New  Jersey ,  have  consented 
to  the  manner  of  adjusting  the  only  thing  left  yet 
to  be  settled.  But  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  has  no  power,  and  God  forbid  she  ever 
should  have  any,  to  take  from  individuals  their 
property,  without  damages  having  been  first  as- 
sessed and  paid.  As  to  the  Senator  from  Mis 
sonri,  he  conceived  he  was  wrong  in  his  consti- 
tutional law  on  this  subject.  This  Government 
has  no  right  to  settle  down  upon  the  principle  of 
taking  property  ei  el  imnij.  He  did  not  believe 
that  any  other  country  had  adopted,  oracled  upon 
such  a  principle.  He  believed  there  was  no  other 
conceivable  mode  by  which  this  question  could 
be  settled;  but  he  confessed,  that  were  it  not  for 
the  delay,  he  would  prefer  having  the  matter  ad- 
justed by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  Stairs. 
I,  There  seemed,  however,  to  be  so  much  difficulty 

I  in  the  question  of  jurisdiction  between  the  States 

I I  of  Delaware  and  New  Jersey  as  to  render  it  al- 
ii most  hopeless  that  the  matter  could  there  be  set- 
!.  tied  within  any  reasonable  period.  But  for  this, 
1 1  he  would  have  no  preference  for  the  reference  pro- 
I   po.sed  in  this  bill.,    li  provides — and  I  am  very 

glad  that  the  legal  owners  agree  in  the  arrange- 
ment— that  the  value  of  the  property  shall  be  as- 
j  sessed,  as  if  taken  at  the  time  when  the  Govern- 
^  mem  first  took  possession  of  it,  with  legal  interest 
I  on  the  amount  from  that  lime  to  the  present.  He 
I  was  very  willing  that  the  bill  should  lie  over  for 
I  the  present;  but  he  did  hope  that  the  Senate  wou!d 
I  dispose  nth  as  speedily  as  possible,  and  ,ihusgct 
I  rid  of  this  very  proiracted  question. 
I  Mr.  TAPPAN  thought  the  Scnaiorfrom  Ponn- 
;  sylvania  was  mistaken  as  lo  the  law  on  this  point 
I  He  says  the  GovHrnm<>nl  may  lake  the  land, but 
I  not  till  it  is  paid  for  With  great  deference  to  the 
'  opinion  of  the  Stumor,  he  would  submit  that  the 
I  only  part  of  the  Constitution  applying  to  the 
case  was  the  last  clause  of  the  fifth  article  of  the 
amendments,  viz: 

*'  Nor  flIiaM  private  property  be  taken  for  public  n*c 
witliout  just  coitipeii«aiioii.'* 

The  practice  of  the  States  which  have  a  Sim- 
ilar clause  in  their  constitutions  has  always  been 
to  take  the  property  of  individuals,  and  after- 
wards compensate  the  right  owners.  He  thought 
that  the  sul>ject  ought  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  did  not  at  nil  admit  that 
his  construction  of  the  Constitution  had  been 
open  to  correction. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  suggested  lo  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  Tappan]  that  there  was  another 
clause  in  the  Constitution  which  might  have  some 
infiuencc  on  ibis  point.     In  ihe  eighth  si>ciion  of 
the  first  article,  it  was  provided  for  jurisdiction 
lo  be  exercised  by  the  General  Government  over 
all  plaeef  purchauil  btj  the  eotuent  of  the  Legislature 
of  the  State  tn  te'iic't  the  same  ahall  he,  for  the  erec- 
tion nf forts,  Sfc.     Here,  though  the  provision  re- 
lated to  jurisdicticm ,  yet  it  evidently  contemplated, 
before  Ihnt  began,  a  purc'iase  of  priviitc  property 
for  forts,  in  places  situated  within  the  jurisdic- 
diction  of  a  State.    Pureha'e  implied  payment,  or 
an  o»reement  lo  pay,  which  was  satisfactory,  in- 
stead of  it,  and  must  be  made  by  consent  of  the 
I  Stale  before  the  jurisdiction  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment begins. 
I      Mr.  BENTON  made  a  short  remark,  not  heard 
in  Ihe  reporter's  gallery. 
Mr.   BAYARD  did  not  rise  to  protract   the 
'  debate;  but  conceiving  the  matter  to  be  somewhat 
]  new  to  several  Senators,  he  thought  some  expla- 
nation necessary.     But  he  wished  first  to  ask  if 
j  it  was  designed,  by  the  motion  just  made,  to  get 
;  rid  of  the  bill  by  laying  it  on  the  table?  or  was  it 
I  only  for  the  present,  with  a  view  of  taking  it  up 
I  another  day .' 


Mr.  DAYTON  said  his  object,  on  first  pro- 
posing to  lay  it  on  the  table,  was  to  give  time  for 
the  Senators  from  DelawaVe  and  New  Jersey, 
not  now  in  their  places,  to  be  present,  in  case 
any  amendment  should  be  offered  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  BAYARD  inquired  of  the  Chair  what 
was  the  preset  condition  of  the  bill  ? 

The  CHAIR  replied  that  it  was  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  anil  open  to  amendment. 

Mr.  BAYARD  observed  that  if  that  was  the 
state  of  the  bill  at  present  before  the  Senate,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  it  might  be  well  lo  say 
a  few  words  on  the  subject.  It  was  some  time 
since  he  had  an  opportunity  of  looking  at  the  pa- 
pers relating  to  the  matter,  and  he  had  come  to 
the  Senate  without  any  expectation  of  being 
called  upon  lo  say  anything  on  the  subject.  The 
history  of  the  whole  matter  was  this: 

During  the  last  war  General  Dearborn,  finding 
the  Delaware  river  entirely  unprotected,  selecietf, 
as  a  favorable  site  for  the  establishment  of  a  mil- 
itary post.  Pea  Patch,  an  island  lying  opposite  to 
the  mouth  of  the  Delaware  canal.  At  that  time 
the  island  was  overflowed  twice  every  twenty- 
four  hours;  and  was  little  more  than  a  mud  patch. 
TheSiate  of  Dclawnfe  ceded  her  right  to  her  share 
in  this  island  to  the  United  States.  There  was  no 
considerition  givem  It  was  ponsidered  simply 
a  disintereMled  and*  patriotic  movement  for  the 
benefit  of  the  whole  country.  The  Stale  of  Del- 
aware claimed  the  island  as  a  part  of  her  terri- 
tory, under  the  grant  made  by  the  Duke  of  York 
i  of  the  twelve-mile  section.  The  State  of  Dela- 
ware, conceiving  it  to  be  hers  under  this  grant  of 
ihe  Duke  of  York,  ceded  the  island  to  the  United 
States  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  fortifications 
for  the  protection  of  the  river  Delaware.  The 
United  Slates  incurred  great  expense,  first  in  sur- 
rounding the  island  with  an  embankment  and  an 
extensive  stone  wall.  He  believed  that  the  dia- 
bursrmenis  for  its  inclosure  alone  amounted  to 
some  thirty  or  forly  thousand  dollars.  The  Gov- 
irnment  then  went  on  lo conslriicl Fort  Delaware, 
which  cost  some  hing  like  a  million  dollars.  It 
so  happened  that  the  construction  was  intrusted 
to  a  person  of  irregular  habits;  the  consequence 
of  which  was  that,  for  want  of  the  necessary  pre* 
cautions,  the  foundation  sunk,  and  it  was  found 
that  the  works  had  settled  so  much  that  they  were 
of  no  use,  and  the  United  Stales  had  the  entire 
fabric  pulled  down,  with  a  view  of  having  it  re- 
constructed, in  doing  this,  a  large  quantity  of 
materiaU  was  accumulated.  In  the  meantime,  a 
person  by  the  name  of  Gale  claimed  the  island, 
on  warrant  of  survey  granted  by  the  authorities 
of  New  Jersey.  He  continued  lo  prosecute  this 
cliiini  against  the  United  Slates;  and,  during  the 
administration  of  the  War  Department  by  Mr. 
Secretary  Eaton,  an  arrangi-ment  was  entered  into 
between  this  gentleman  and  him  fur  the  purchase 
of  his  interest,  without  going  much  into  the  ques- 
tion of  title.  With  a  feeling,  perhaps,  that  prop- 
erty had  been  taken,  in  this  instance,  ri  et  armis, 
the  sum  of  |30,00n  was  agreed  upon  lo  quiet  the 
title.  The  matter  was  referred  to  Congress,  and 
Congress  refused  to  ratify  the  agreement.  Mr. 
Gale  then  commenced  a  suit  against  the  United 
Stairs,  (or  rather  against  the  officer  in  posse/sion 
on  Ihe  part  of  the  United  States,)  which  was  tried 
in  the  circuit  court  of  New  Jersey.  The  conse- 
quence was,  that  judgment  was  obtained  in  this 
court  against  the  United  Slates;  and  under  its  ex- 
ecution Mr.  Gale  took  possession  of  the  island. 
In  Ibis  stale  of  the  case,  the  district  attorney  of 
the  Slate  of  Delowarccommenced  on  action  against 
the  tenant  of  Mr.  Gale,  and  recovered  judgment 
by  default,  the  claimant  not  venturing  to  go  into 
the  question  of  title  on  the  trial.  Thus,  then, 
there  were  two  judgments  of  the  courts  standing 
against  each  other.  In  this  state  of  things,  it  was 
agreed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  that  the' Govern- 
ment should  take  possession  of  the  island, on  which 
there  were  some  valuable  materials  belonging  lo 
the  Government;  and  the  matter  has  remained 
unsettled  from  that  period  until  the  present  lime. 

The  Senator  from  Missouri  would  perceive  that 
this  was  not  such  a  matter  as  could  be  adjusted 
by  the  courts  of  ihc  United  States.  In  order  to 
give  such  a  court  jurisdiction,  the  State  of  Dela- 
ware, on  its  part,  passed  certain  resolutions  ask- 
ing the  United  States  Government  to  lot  the  mat- 
ter be  reduced  to  a  subject  of  controversy  between 
the  two  States;  but  in  ibe  mean  time,  before  these 


Digitized  by 


Google 


eo 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


December  21, 


resolutiona  were  communicated  to  him  or  his  cnl- 
lea{;ue,  it  was  proposed,  by  the  party  havin*;  ihe 
claim  to  the  title,  to  aubmit  the  whole  matter  to 
arbitration;  and  he  and  liia  colleague  assented, as 
did  also  the  Senators  from  New  Jersey. 

Mr.  B.  further  argued,  and  at  considerable 
length,  that  all  the  parlies  interested  Ji>eing  now 
satisfied  with  the  mode  of  adjustment  proposed 
by  the  bill,  it  was  besi,  everything  considered, 
not  to  open  up  afi-esh  the  subjects  ofcontroversy, 
but  to  finally  settle  the  question  according  to  the 
present  arrangement. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  wished  to  say  a  word  in  expla- 
nation, lest  he  should  be  iniauiiderstood.  The 
Government  of  the  United  States  cannot  take 
private  pro|)erty  for  public  use  in  any  place  where 
they  have  not  territorial  iurisdiciinn.  The  ri^ht 
to  take  private  property  belongs  to  the  sovereign 
power.  It  can  be  exercised,  llicrefore,  in  the 
Slates,  onlv  by. the  Stale  governments.  Where 
the  Unitecf  States  have  territorial  jurisdiction, 
they  may  take  what  property  they  want,  and  then 
pay  for  it. 

Mr.  McDUFFlE  desired  to  know  ut  what  time 
Mr.  Gale  obtained  possession  of  the  'island — 
whether  before  or  after  theGovernment  bad  taken 
possession .' 

Mr.  BAYARD  replied  that  this  was  the  very 
question  which  was  involved  in  the  whole  con- 
troversy, and  it  wduld  take  a'long  time  to  explain 
the  matter.  But  he  believed  the  truth  of  the  mat- 
ter was,  that  Gale  had  a  sort  of  previous  posses- 
sion for  purposes  of  fishing  occasionally.  Yet 
notwithstanding  that,  it  was  not  considered  in 
the  controversy  as  that  sort  of  title  obtained  from 
actual  possession.  The  controversy  itself  made 
it  a  matter  of  pride,  on  the  part  of  New  Jersey, 
to  maintain  her  rights;  and  conceiving  the  island 
hers  beyond  dispute,  she  passed  an  act  bringing 
it  within  the  limits  of  one  of  her  counties. 

He  would  call  the  attention  of  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  [Mr.  McDofpie]  to  the  bill  itself, 
in  which  he  would  see  that  Mr.  Gale's  tit|p  must 
be  satisfactory  before  he  can  derive  any  benefit 
from  it.    The  bill  says: 

Be  U  enaclti,  ic,  That  Hie  Secreury  of  War  lie,  and  he 
Is  hereby,  directed  to  vubinit  llie  qucKlinii  nf  i[\e  Ifgal  title 
tn  the  eaid  islatid.  as  derived  by  the  United  Btntes  from  the 
6tate  of  Delaware,  and  by  the  si^i^  Henry  Gale  frniir  tlie 
Slate  of  New  Jersey,  Ici  the  arbitrslioii  ot'  Horace  Binney, 
of  the  city  of  Philodelpliia,  wlinxe  deci.^ioii  ■h'all  be  Anal 
and  colicluaive  ai  between  llie  United  Staler  and  the  per- 
son or  persons  claiming  under  Uie  eaid  Hfiiry  Gale,  who 
shall  be  bound  to  esiabliiih  to  the  satislhciinii  of  the  said 
arbitrator,  Ihe  fact  that  Ihe  title  ;f  tlie  said  Hi'nry  Gnle,  if 
any  there  be,  is  v(M»ted  in  him  or  them  :  IVovu/ed.Tliat  the 
person  or  persons  claiming  under  the  said  Flenry  Gale  shall, 

Rrevious  to  such  submission,  as  aforeitaid,  depotiit  in  the 
ands  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  a  deed  releasing  tn  the 
(Tnited  States  all  claim  and  demand  whatsoever  to  tlie  said 
island. 

Mr.  HUGER  asked  if  the  State  of  New  Jer- 
sey had  made  any  cession  of  the  island  to  the 
United  Slates } 

Mr.  BAYARD  replied  that  it  had  not. 

Mr.  DAYTON  called  the  attention  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Huoca]  to  the 
first  section  of  the  bill.  He  would  there  find  a 
further  answer  to  his  question.  It  was  not  his 
(Mr.  D.'s)  purpose,  nor  was  it  that  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Delaware,  [Mr.  Batard,]  to  touch  the 
Suestion  of  controversy  between  their  respective 
lates  in  relation  to  the  island.  They  were  con- 
tent that  the  question  of  title  involved  in  Mr. 
Gale's  claim  should  be  referred  and  adjusted  as 
proposed  in  this  bill. 

Mr.  ALLEN  inquired  how  many  acres  of  land 
the  island  contained. 

Mr.  DAYTON  replied  that  he  was  not  able  to 
■ay;  but  his  impression  was  that  it  contained 
thirty  or  forty  acres. 

The  motion  to  postpone  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  was  then  acquiesced  in. 
EXECUTIVE  SESSION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  the  Sen- 
ale  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  executive 
business. 

Alter  some  time  spent  in  secret  session,  the 
Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Thubsdat,  DteemberHl,  1843. 
Mr.  THOMPSON  asked  the  reneral  consent 
of  the  House  to  introduce  a  bill;  which,  being 
objected  to,  was  not  offered. 


|{  Mr.  DEAN  gave  notice  that  he  would,  to-mor- 
1 1  row,  or  some  subsequent  dsy,  ask  leave  to  intro- 
'  ducc  a  bill  to  regulate  the  pay  and  mileage  of 
members  of  Congress. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  of  Pennsylvania,  gave  notice 
that  he  would,  to-morrow,  or  some  subsequent 
day,  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  making  an  ap- 
propriation for  a  dry-dock  at  Philadelphia. 

Mr.  CLINGMANasked  the  House  to  pxcuse 
him  from  serving  on  the  Committee  of  Claims. 
His  reasons  for  making  this  request  was,  that 
his  constituents  had' several  hunilred  petitions  on 
the  subject  of  Indian  claims,  but  none  before  the 
Committee  of  Claims.  Now,  as  the  meetings  of 
the  Committee  of  .Claims  were  in  the  morning 
hours,  which  was  the  only  time  he  had  for  at- 
tending to  the  business  of  his  constituents,  he 
hoped  the  House  would  see  fit  to  excuse  him. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Clingman's 
motion,  and  resulted — ayes  61,  noes  34. 

There  not  being  a  quorum  voting, 

The  question  was  agnin  put,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative — ayes  eighty-eight,  noes  not  counted. 

Mr.  BARNARD  asked  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House  to  nlTer  a  resolution  asking  inform- 
ation from  the  public  Departments;  objected  to. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  insisted  on  the  regular  or- 
der of  business. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  regular  business  was 
the  appeal  taken  yesterday  by  the  gentleman  from 
■Virginia,  [Mr.  Wise.] 

Mr.  BARNARD  moved  for  a  suspension  ofthe 
rules,  to  enable  him  to  oflTe^  his  resolution. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  observed  to  Ihe  gentleman 
from  New  York,  that  if  he  would  allow  the 
House  to  go  on  with  the  regulor  business,  they 
would  get  through  it  in  less  time  than  in  this  ir- 
regular way. 

Mr.  Barnard's  resolution  was  then  read  for 
information,  as  follows: 

Rtmlrti,  That  the  Secretary  of  Wnr  transiDil  to  the 
House  a  copy  of  the  report  of  Captain  Hushes,  of  tlie  To- 
p<igraphieal  thorps  of  Eiiiiiiicers,  of  the  survey  of  the  Hud- 
son river,  with  a  view  to  the  improvement  of  its  naviga- 
lion. 

The  question  being  put  on  the  motion  to  sus- 
pend the  rules,  it  was  lost  without  a  division. 

Mr.  WISE  then  withdrew  the  appeal  made  by 
him  yesterday. 

PETITIONS. 

The  SPEAKER  then  called  for  petitions  from 
Massachusetts.  • 

Mr  ADAMS  observed  that  there  was  an  ap- 
peal before  the  House,  taken  bv  himself,  on  the 
decision  of  the  Chair,  that  one  of  the  petitions 
presented  by  him  was  excluded  by  the  25th  rule 
— a  petition  praying  against  the  admission  of 
Texas  into  the  Union  while  she  tolerated  sla- 
very. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that,  since  yesterday,  he 
had  examined  the  precedents  bearing  on  this  case, 
and  had  ascertained  that  such  petitions  have  been 
heretofore  received'.  Not  feeling  at  liberty  to  set 
aside  the  established  practice  of  the  House,  he 
decided  that  the  petition  must  be  received. 

Mr.  WISE  observed  that  there  was  one  ques- 
tion left  undecided  when  the  House  adjourned 
the  day  before  yesterday,  to  wit:  the  motion  to 
print  the  list  of  balances  on  the  books  of  the 
Treasury. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  that  question  would 
come  up  after  finishing  the  call  upon  the  States 
for  petitions  and  resolutions. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WISE,  leave  was  given  to 
Thomas  Harrison  to  withdraw  his  petition  for  a 
pension. 

Mr.  ADA  MS  observed  that  there  remained  the 
petition  which  he  had  presented  before  the  Bouse 
adjourned  yesterday,  upon  which  the  question 
of  reception  was  raised.  Mr.  A.  was  proceeding 
with  some  remarks  in  relation  to  this  petition, 
when 

The  SPEAKER  informed  him  that  the  discus- 
sion of  it  was  not  now  in  order,  as  the  question 
of  reception  was  yet  undecided. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  that,  if  he  was  not  allowed 
to  speak  on -the  petition,  he  would  be  allowed  to 
speak  on  the  question  of  the  reception  of  it.  Even 
upon  the  supposition  that  there  were  parts  of  it 
which  were  excluded  under  the  rules,  there  were' 
still  parts  of  it  which  were  not  excluded,  and 
were,  therefore,  proper  for  reference.  It  was  in 
that  point  of  view  that  he  said  yesterday  that  he 
was  afraid  that  there  was  a  prayer  in  it  which  the 


Speaker  would  decide  out  of  order;  and  that  was, 
to  serure  to  all  the  people  of  the  United  States  the 
benefits  ofthe  self-evident  principles  ofthe  Con- 
stiiutinn-^he  right  to  life,  liberty,  and  the  pur- 
suit of  happiness.  An  objection  was  mailc  that 
the  petition  contained  matter  that  was  insulting 
10  the  House;  and  he  then  desired  that  it  miglit 
be  read,  that  the  House  might  judge  for  itself. 
Then  an  objection  was  raised  to  the  reading  of 
the  paper. 

Now,  he  asked  if  it  was  possible  to  get  forward 
with  the  petitions  from  the  people  of  the  United 
States  ifobjeciionsofthis  kind  are  suflTered.  How 
Aiembers  from  other  parts  of  the  Union  could  tol- 
erate the  existence  of  a  rule  which  excluded  the 
arguments  in  petitions  of  this  nature,  be  was  at 
a  loss  to  conceive.  He  protested  against  any  re- 
sponsibility for  the  consumption  of  one  moment 
of  the  time  of  the  House  while  such  a  rule  was 
suffered  to  exist;  and  he  mu-st  say,  that  all  the 
difficulties  they  encountered  in  this  way  were 
owing  to  the  ossuinption  of  a  right,  by  members 
of  this  body,  to  dictate  to  their  constituents  how 
they  shall  exercise  the  rights  secured  tn  them  by 
the  letter  of  the  Constitution,  and  by  the  first 
principles  of  every  human  Government. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  rose  to  a  question  of  order. 
He  understood  the  gentleman  from  Mnssochusetla 
lorhave  presented  a  petition,  the  reception  of  which 
was  objected  to,  and  thata  motion  had  been  made 
to  lay  the  question  of  reception  on  the  table. 

The  SPEAKER  did  not  understand  that  a  mo- 
tion was  made  to  Iny  the  question  of  reception  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  WISE  observed  that  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  [Mr.  C.  Johnson]  made  such  a  mo- 
tion. 

Mr.  ADAMS,  (with  strong  emphasis,  which 
excited  great  laughter.)  Mr.  Speaker !  Mr. 
Speaker!  your  Journal  will  tell  you  how  that 
was.  The  motion  lo  lay  on  the  table  was  made 
in  relation  to  another  petition,  and  not  to  this. 
The  Speaker  decided  yesterday  that  that  quea- 
tiun,  giving  rise  to  debate,  must  lie  over,  and  so 
your  Journal  shows.  There  was  no  motion  made 
for  laying  on  the  table.  That  expedient  was  not 
resorted  to. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  asked  if  he  was  right  in  sup- 
posing that  the  question  was  on  the  reception  of 
the  petition. 

Mr.  ADAMS.     Mr.  Speaker,  am  I  in  order? 

Mr.  SAUNDERS.  I  am  calling  the  gentleman 
to  order. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  If  I  am  in  order,  I  insist  on  my 
right  to  proceed. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS.  I  have  not  yet  stated  my 
point  of  order,  and  1  desire. to  know,  first,  what 
IS  the  question  before  the  House?  I  understand 
it  to  be,  "  Shall  the  petition  be  received  ?"  and  if 
so,  I  cjill  the  gentleman  lo  order  for  irrelevancy 
in  introducing  tlie  subject  of  the  21st  rule  of  the 
House,  which  hss  nothing  to  do  with  the  ques- 
tion of  reception  of  this  petition. 

The  SPEAKER  said  he  unde'rstood  the  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina  to  call  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  to  order  for  irrelevancy  in 
debate.  It  was  with  great  difficulty,  very  fre- 
quently, that  the  Chair  could  see  the  applicability 
of  remarks  which  gentlemen  proposed  to  bring  to 
bear  on  questions  before  the  Ilonse.  It  seemed 
lo  the  Cliair,  however,  that  a  discussion  of  the 
2l8t  rule  of  this  House  was  not  now  relevant  to 
the  queiition  which  the  House  was  called  upon  lo 
decide. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  that  he  was  not  discussing 
that  rule.  The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina, 
however,  bad  shifted  his  ground.  That  gentle- 
man called  him  to  order  because  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina  pretended  there  was  a  mo- 
tion yesterday,  to  lay  this  subject  on  the  table. 
That  was  the  ground  just  stated.  He  was  now 
called  to  order  on  theground  of  irrelevancy.  Why, 
according  to  the  construction  of  some  human 
skulls,  nothing  that  bears  directly  on  the  subject 
before  the  House  is  relevant;  and  it  soroetimea 
happened  that  skulls  of  that  kind  have  sympathy 
with  the  skull  of  the  Speaker.  [Great  sensa- 
tion.] 

The  SPEAKER  said,  order  and  decorum  muat 
be  required  in  debate;  and  the  Chair  could  not, 
and  would  not,  permit  refledtions  of  that  kind  to 
be  made  on  members  of  this  House,  or  on  the 
Chair.    [Loud  cries  of  "  That's  right.] 

Mr.  ADAMS,  (at  the  top  of  his  Toice.)  "That'i 
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right,"  say  all  the  slave  Representalires  on  this 
floor.    [Increaned  sensation.] 

The  SPEAKER,  (to  Mr.  Adams.)  The  gen- 
tleman will  take  his  seat. 

Mr.  C.  J.  JNGERSOLL  (Mr.  Adams  still 
standing)  said  theg«ntk-man  from  Massachusetts 
having  taken  his  seat— orlieing  supposed  to  have 
taken  his  seat  as  required  by  the  Chair — he,  as  a 
peace-maker,  to  get  rid  of  this  unpleasant  sub- 
ject, would  move  that  the  House  resolve  itself 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House;  his  pur- 
pose being  to  move  to  take  up  the  bill  to  refund 
the  fine  of  General  Jackson. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  motion  could  not  be 
entertained  in  that  shape;  for  a  suspension  of  the 
rules  would  be  first  necessary;  and  such  a  mo- 
tion would  require  a  two-thirds  vote. 

Mr.  0.  J.  INGERSOLL  moved  the  suspension 
of  the  rules. 

The  SPEAKER  was  putting  the  question, 
when 

Mr.  WHITE  rose,  and,  with  deference  to  the 
Chair,  suggested  that  there  was  an  impropriety 
in  entertaining  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  while  there  was  aquestion  pending. 

Mr.  BIDLACK.     I  wish  to  make  an  inquiry. 

Mr.  WHITE.  And  I  wish  to  propose  that 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  be  permitted 
Id  proceed  in  order;  which  is  a  courtesy  that  has 
never  been  denied  in  this  House.  I  now  ask 
leave — nay,  1  claim  it  as  a  right — that  this  mo- 
tion be  now  entertained  by  the  Chair,  and  sub- 
mitted to  the  House. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  said,  with  deference 
to  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  he  knew,  by  his 
own  experience,  that  a  contrary 'practice  had  been 
pursued.  He  had  himself  been  called  to  order  for 
irrelevancy;  he  had  been  turned  into  his  seat  fur 
irrelevancy;  (and  of  that  he  did  not  complain,  he 
merely  mentioned  it  as  a  precedent;)  he  had  moved 
for  leave  to  proceed  in  order,  and  the  majority, 
by  the  yeas  and  nays,  had  decided  against  him. 
This  was  a  precedent.  He  then  understood  that 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had  been  re- 
quired to  take  his  seat,  and  consequently  that  the 
subject  was  at  an  end;and  he  had  anticipated  any 
other  proceeding  by  his  motion  to  go  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole — a  motion  that  was  always 
in  order.  He  admitted  that  courtesy  should  ever 
prevail  in  the  proceedings  of  the  House;  but  he 
appealed  to  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
himself  if  even  the  right  of  petition  would  not 
suffer  by  the  consumption  of  three  or  four  hours 
every  day,  in  the  way  in  which  they  were  pro- 
ceeding? They  had  papers  presented,  which, 
he  must  say,  appeared  to  him  to  trench  as  much 
upon  the  profane  and  on  irreverence  as  anything 
in  the  world  could.  This  was  a  paper  which  was 
said  tai>e  a  petition  calling  upon-  this  House  to 
confess  its  sins,  and  to  acknowledge  the  divinity 
of  the  Head  of  our  holy  religion. 

Mr.  ADAMS  interposed;  but 

Mr.  C.  J.JNGERSOLLsaid  he  had  the  floor, 
and  he  intended  to  insist  upon  his  right  to  it  until 
he  had  done. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  motion  before  the 
House  to  suapend  the  rules  was  not  debatable. 

Mr.  WELLER  remarked  that  all  the  debate 
was  out  of  order. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  rose,  and  said  he  wished  to  un- 
derstand the  question. 

The  SPEAKER  said  debate  was  not  in  order. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  said  he  understood,  then,  the 
Chair  to  decide  that  it  wiis  in  order  to  move  a 
suspension  of  the  rules  while  a  member  was 
speaking. 

The  SPEAKER  said- the  Chair  had  not  so  de- 
cided. The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had 
been  called  to  order;  and  having  been  required  to 
take  his  seat,  and  no  other  proposition  being  be- 
fore the  House,  nor  any  other  member  being  en- 
titled to  the  floor,  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania had  risen  and  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rules;  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Chair,  was  in 
order.  • 

Mr.  DUNCAN  inquired  if  be  was  to  under- 
stand that,  while  a  member  was  on  the  floor,  he 
could  be  called  to  order;  and,  if  pronounced  to 
be  out  of  order  by  the  Chair,  and  required  to  take 
his  seat,  (and  under  such  circumstances  it  would 
be  his  duty  to  take  his  seat,)  that  such  member 
would  be  precluded  from  proceeding  in  order? 
[Great  confusion.]  He  certainly  considered  that 
a  member,  who  might  be  called  to  order  for  irrel- 


evancy, should  be  at  liberty  to  go  on  in  order, 
although  he  had  Iteeo  declared  to  be  out  of  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  would  remark 
that  it  was  not  in  order  to  debate  this  question. 

Mr.  DUNCAN.  lamnotdebatingaquestion. 
I  have  risen  to  a  question  of  order. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  would  have  been  in 
order  for  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  to 
have  gone  on  if  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
had  not  submitted  this  motion;  but  two  thirds  of 
the  House  could  at  any  time  change  thi  order  of 
business. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  said  now  he  had  the  question 
fairly  staled;  and  it  was  his  desire  to  have  it 
staled  BO  that  all  could  understand  it.  The  gen- 
tleman from  MaasachuKetts  was  discussing  a 
question;  he  was  declared  to  be  out  of  order  for 
irrelevancy,  [A  Voice.  Indecorum,]  or  indeco- 
rum, if  they  pleased;  and  while  he  was  declared 
to  be  out  of  order,  a  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia rose  and  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules  for 
a  certain  purpose,  and  thus  the  member  called  to 
order  was  precluded  from  making  any  further 
remarks  in  order.  If  such  was  the  decision  of 
the  Chair,  he  should  appeal  from  that  decision. 
Whenever  he  could  do  so  with  safety,  he  was 
desirous  to  sustain  the  Chair;  and  it  was  with 
I  great  reluctance  that  he  felt  himself  compelled 
now  to  take  an  appeal. 

The  SPEAKER  again  explained  at  some  length, 
and  stated  that  no  gentleman  was  on  the  floor  at 
the  time  that  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvaoia 
made  his  motion  to  suspend  the  rules. 

Mr.  WHITE  made  some  remarks,  in  the 
course  of  which  he  contended  that  the  course  of 
the  House,  during  the  ten  years  that  he  had  oc- 
cupied a  seat  in  it,  was  to  allow  gentlemen  called 
to  order  for  irrelevancy,  on  their  own  inotion,  or 
on  the  motion  of  another  gentleman,  to  proceed 
in  order;  and  he  desired  the  same  courtesy  to  be 
extended  to  the  senlleman  from  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  said  any  appeal  to 
him  to  extend  personal  courtesy  to  any  gentleman 
on  that  floor  would  never  be  disregarded  by  him. 
The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  would  do  him  the 
justice  to  remember  that  when  he  rose,  he  stated 
explicitly  that  he  rose  as  a  peace-maker;  and  at 
the  very  time  that  he  so  interposed,  it  must  also 
be  remembered  that  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts had  thrown  out  to  many  members  on 
that  floor  the  most  oflensive  of  all  taunts.  If, 
however,  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  de- 
sired to  make  any  explanation,  an  appeal  to  his 
courtesy  would  not  be  made  in  vain. 

Mr.  WHITE  said  a  gentleman  called  to  order 
and  compelled  to  take  his  seat,  might  be  called 
upon  to  sit  down  wrongfully,  and  the  judgment 
of  the  Chair  might  not  be  sustained  by  the  House, 
if  an  opportunity  were  afforded  fhe  House  to  act 
upon  the  question.  If,  however,  a  gentleman 
was  compelled  to  take  his  seat,  and  there  the  mat- 
ter was  to  end,  an  imputation  might  rest  upon 
such  gentleman  improperly.  He  claimed,  there- 
fore, for  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  the 
usual  courtesy  in  such  cases;  and  he  denied, also, 
that  the  question  on  which  the  gentleman  was 
addressing  the  House,  when  he  was  called  to 
order,  was  disposed  of  thereby. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  aeain  said  if  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  desired  to  explain, 
he  would  withdraw  his  motion. 

Some  conversation  followed  between  Mr. 
WISE,  the  SPEAKER,  Mr.  C.  JOHNSON, 
and  others. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  WHITE  then  moved  that  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  have  leave  to  go  on  in  order. 

Mr.  WINTHROP  ssid,  this  being  a  question 
which  affects  the  liberty  of  speech,  he  maintained 
that  the  gentleman  was  entitled  to  proceed  with- 
out any  motion  for  granting  him  permiasion. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  rose  to  a  point  of  order.  He 
desired  to  know  whether  there  had  been  an  ap- 
peal from  the  decision  of  the  Chair  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  was  out  of  order. 

Mr.  WINTHROP  sard  that  he  appealed  from 
that  decision ,  for  he  thought  the  gentleman  was 
clearly  entitled  to  proceed,  unless  some  member 
objected;  and  until  such  objection  were  made, 
There  was  no  occasion  for  a  vote  of  the  House  to 
permit  the  gentleman  to  proceed. 

The  SPEAKER  remarked,  that  if  there  was  no 
objection,  the  gentleman  would  be,  of  course,  at 
liberty  to  proceed. 


Mr.  BLACK,  of  (Georgia,  objected. 

Thequestion  whetherthe  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts should  be  allowed  to  proceed  with  his 
remarks  was  put  by  the  Chair,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  I  am  much  obliged  to  the 
House,  air,  for  their  kindness;  and  I  shall  en- 
deavor  to  proceed,  for  a  very  few  moments,  in 
order.  But,  sir,  there  has  been  so  much  of  very 
irrelevant  debate  in  this  House  since  I  was  or- 
dered by  the  Speaker  of  this  House  to  take  my 
seat,  before  my  speech  was  concluded,  that  I  shall 
have  some  difficulty,  perhaps,  in  collecting  the 
scattered  ideas  which  the  eloquence  and  wisdom 
which  I  have  heard  in  this  House  since  I  was 
seated  have  tended  to  drive  from  my  mind;  and 
in  renewing  those  arjp;uments  in  favor  of  the  lib- 
erty of  the  people  of  this  country,  which  I  was 
exercising  tne  freedom  of  speech  in  endeavoring 
to  support  or  redeem. 

I  was  saying  that  the  petition — received  or  not 
received,  suspended  (God  knows  where,  I  don't) 
somewhere  between  heaven  and  earth — which 
now  forms  the  subject-  of  renewed  debate,  con- 
tained ohe  prayer  which  I  was  afraifl  the  Speaker 
of  this  House  would  consider  as  coming  within 
the  rule,  and  therefore  not  admissible. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  said  he  desired  to  raise  another 
question.  He  understood  the  debate  was  pred- 
icated on  a  petition  which  had  been  offered  yes- 
terday, anil  which  had  been  laid  over.  He 
desireti  to  know  whether,  when  a  petition  which 
gives  rise  to  debate  was  laid  over  until  the  next 
or  some  subsequent  day,  it  came  up  as  a  matter 
of  course;  and  whether  the  person  who  offered  it 
was  entitled  to  occupy  the  time  of  the  House  to 
the  exclusion  of  petitions  from  other  Stales. 

The  SPEAKER  staled  that  it  was  the  opinion 
of  the  Chair  that,  before  the  close  of  the  first  thiiw 
ty  days  of  the  session,  where  a  debate  arose  upon 
a  petition,  and  was  suspended,  it  came  up,  as  a 
matter  of  course,  on  the  following  day,  as  the 
unfinished  business. 

Mr.  DUNCAN.  To  the  exclusion  of  other 
petitions  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  To  the  exclusion  of  all  other 
business. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  The  question  is  on  the  recep- 
tion of  the  petition  by  the  House;  and  I  was  en- 
deavoring, to  the  best  of  my  ability,  to  show  the 
House  that  it  ought  to  be  received,  read,  and  re- 
ferred— at  least  those  parts  of  it  which,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Speaker,  do  not  come  within  the 
excluding  rule.  I  admit,  sir,  that  that  portion  of 
the  petition  which  the  Speaker  will  prouably  de- 
cide to  come  within  the  role  must  be  excluded 
from  the  consideration  of  the  committee  to  which 
the  other  parts  of  the  petition  may  be  referred; 
and,  sir,  I  was  going,  to-day,  into  an  argument  or 
two  for  the  reception  or  admission  of  those  parts 
of  the  petition  which  do  not  come  within  the  rule. 

I  do  not  know  but  that  1  shall  transgress  the 
order  of  the  House  again,  by  saying  that  I  hops 
the  House,  in  regard  to  the  rights  of  their  constit- 
uents, the  sovereign  people  of  these  United  States, 
will  not  extend  the  exclusion  of  petitions  of  a 
particular  class  or  description  to  all  petitions  com- 
ing from  a  particular  section  of  the  country, 
against  the  rights  of  the  people  of  that  section, 
while  the  same  rule  does  not  operate  upon  other 
parts  of  the  Union.  I  hope  that  the  House  will 
not  proceed  to  extend  the  exclusion,  which  has 
been  provided  for  particular  cases,  to  other  eases 
to  which  it  is  not  applicable,  notwithstanding  the 
vast  multitude  of  pretensions  that  are  set  up  for 
that  purpose,  such  as  that  the  prayer  which  the 
petition  contains— to  acknowledge  the  authority 
of  Gud — is  an  insult  to  this  House. 

Why,  sir,  I  have  heard  of  constructive  treason; 
and  1  nave  no  doubt  those  who  framed  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  knew  what  con- 
structive treason  means,  as  well  as  its  cruel  oper- 
ation upon  those  upon  whom  it  wtui  brought  to 
bear;  but  as  forcansiructive  insults  to  this  House, 
is  it  possible  for  the  human  imagination  to  con- 
ceive that  a  prayer  to  acknowledge  the  authority 
of  Almighty  God  can  be  taken  to  be  an  insult  to 
this  House? 

Sir,  the  petition  bears  evidence  on  its  very  face 
that  the  persons  who  signed  it  were  acting  under 
a  sense  of  duty  to  their  God  —  under  a  deep 
conscientiousness;  and  though  members  of  this 
House,  and  possibly  I  myself,  may  suppose  that 
it  would  hare  been  perhaps  more  prudent  for  th« 
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petitioners  to  be  silent  on  the  subject,  rather  than 
tn  make  it  a  matter  to  be  brought  lieforc  the 
House,  yet,  sir,  I  cannot  conceive  of  anythin;; 
more  obsurd  than  to  say  that  such  a  prayer  ia  an 
insult  10  the  House.  If  such  a  doctrine  as  this 
were  sound,  nothing  could  be  said  by  petitioners 
which  the  House  might  not  consider  an  insult — 
at  least  a  constructive  inault.  A  prnycr  for  the 
acknowledgment  of  God  «u  insult  to  the  House! 

Sir,  there  arc  large  poriions  of  the  people  of 
this  country  who  are  laboring  under  burdens  of 
conscience,  and  entertaining  opinions  and  feelings 
in  consequence  of  the  convictions  of  their  con- 
sciences, who  would,  nevertlieloBS,  be  among  the 
last  men  in  this  Union  to  offer  an  insult  to  this 
House  or  to  the  laws  of  the  country.  They  labor, 
perhaps  under  unnecessary  apprehensions  and 
fears.  They  pprliups  entertain  the  n^yjiion  that 
the  majority  of  this  House  do  not  sufficiently 
recognize  the  laws  and  authority  of  God;  and 
though  they  may  be  mistaken  in  their  views  and 
fi*ar8  and  apprehensions,  yet  this  conscientious 
feeling  on  their  part  deserves,  on  the  part  of  the 
House,  very  different  treatment  from  boin^  turned 
away  with  scorn, and  the  petitioners  told  thatthcy 
are  insulting  the  House. 

Sir,  I  say  that  this  petition,  which  the  House 
has  refused  to  hear  read,  bears  upon  its  face  proof 
of  having  been  signed  by  persons  who  were  under 
deep  conscientious  conviction.  And  though  I 
might  myself  not  be  ready  to  vote  for  all  which 
they  require,  i  do  hope  the  House  will  not  only 
receive  it,  but  refer  it  to  a  committee,  and  obtain 
from  that  committee  a  report;  which  they  may  do 
without  granting  the  nraycr  of  the  petition.  We 
may  at  least  satisfy  the  petitioners  by  receiving 
their  petition,  and  referring  it. 

Sir,  the  House  have  had  heretofore,  and  will 
have  again  at  this  session,  numerous  petitions,  no 
doubt,  against  the  transmission  of  the  mails  upon 
the  Lord's  day.  There  is  a  very  large  portion  of 
the  people  of  this  community  who  are  under  the 
same  sort  of  conviction,  that  the  practice  is  con- 
trary to  the  law  of  God.  Sir,  I  do  not  entirely 
coincide  in  opinion  with  them,  t  think  it  exceed- 
ingly doubtful,  if  the  question  should  be  brought 
before  the  House  again,  (as  I  presume  it  will  be,) 
whether  I  shall  bring  myself  to  vote  against  the 
transmission  of  mails  upon  the  Sabbath.  But  this 
petition,  praying  the  acknowledgment  of  the  au- 
thority of  God,  is  an  insult  to  the  House!  I  am 
confident  the  next  thing  will  be,  that  if  a  petition 
is  presented  here  against  the  transmission  of  the 
mails  on  the  Sabbath,  the  same  objection  will  be 
made  to  it.  It  will  be  said  to  be  an  insult  to  this 
House;  and  yet  that  is  but  another  modification 
of  the  prayer  of  this  very  petition  to  acknowledge 
the  authority  of  God.  In  the  understanding  of 
these  petitioners,  they  believe  that  the  authority 
of  God  is  against  the  transmission  of  the  mails 
upon  the  Sabbath.  The  Holy  Scriptures  them- 
selves declare  that  the  Sabbath  shall  be  a  day.tif 
rest  from  labor. 

Sir,  I  am  limited  very  much  in  my  course  of 
argument  upon  this  petition  by  the  refusal,  hith- 
erto, of  the  House  to  have  this  petition  read.  I 
hope  it  will  be  read,  if  only  upon  the  ground  that 
the  petitioners  were  perhaps  mistaken  in  the  views 
there  set  forth,  and  that  they  require  some  ex- 
postulation on  the  part  of  the  House,  or  report  of 
a  committee  at  least,  showing  that  the  acknowl- 
edgment of  the  authority  of  God  is  no  part  of  the 
duty  of  this  House.  Perhaps  it  is  not  constitu- 
tional. I  am  willing  to  see  an  argument  upon  the 
subject,  in  the  report  of  the  committee,  assuming 
the  ground  that  the  acknowledgment  of  the  au- 
thority of  God  and  the  Christian  religion  would 
not  be  constitutional;  that  the  Constitution  of\he 
United  States  forbids  this  House  to  acknowledge 
the  authority  of  God,  or  of  Jesus  Christ.  I  say 
lam  willing  to  see  thercportof  acommitteeupon 
this  point;  but  to  say  that  the  prayer  of  this  pe- 
tition Is  an  insult  to  the  House !— sir,  I  hope  the 
House  will  not  disgrace  itself  by  any  such  determ- 
ination. 1  wish  not  to  occupy  the  time  of  this 
House  more  than  is  necessary.  I  wish  to  God  I 
could  present  all  these  petitions,  and  that  they 
could  be  received,  and  referred  to  committees 
withouta  word  of  comment  by  anybody;  and  that 
we  might  have  reports  as  to  what  was  unconsti- 
tutional and  what  was  not,  in  the  petitions  them- 
selves. Sir,  these  petitions,  in  my  opinion,  de- 
serve the  most  attentive  consideration  of  this 
House.    Let  it  be  ahowji,  by  the  answer  which 
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i  the  House  will  mnke,  whether  the  contents  of 
1;  them  are  proper  or  improper  to  be  presented  to 
I  this  House.  1  say  it  appears  upon  the  face  of  this 
1.  petition  thiit  the  persons  from  whom  itcom»-8nre 
1|  not  actuated  by  niiy  frtctious  spirit,  but  timt  it 
',:  comes  from  persons  acting  under  strong  rclisious 
j  convictions.  I  hope,  th"reforp,  it  will  be  received, 
!  and  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Coinmitti'e.  Asnn 
J  amendment  to  the  Constitution  is  reqiiealed,  it 
,,  will,  perhaps,  bo  proper  to  refer  it  to  iln:  Judi- 

I  ciary  Committee,  as  to  that  committee  belongs 
'  the  consideration  of  nil  questions  of  this  nature. 
j    I  wish   the  whole  of  it  in«y  be  referred,  if  the 

Speaker  thinks  that  it  does  not  come  within  the 
'jTule;  but  if  otherwise,  then  that  those  parts  which 
j    do  not  come  within  the  rule  may  be  referred. 
I      Mr.  WISE  moved  to  lay  tlicqiiestion  of  rccep- 
j  tion  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  AD.A.M.S  demanded   the  yeas  and  nays 
<    upon  that  motion. 

II  Mr.  TIBBATTS  desired  to  hear  the  petition 
'■  read. 

I      The  SPEAKER  said  the  petition  would  be  read 

'  by  the  Clerk,  if  there  wn^  no  o''j>*ction. 

I      Mr.  WISB  inquired  if  it  would  be  in  order  lo 
read  it  ? 
The  SPEAKER  replied  thatit  could  be  decided 

,  by  n  vole  of  the  House  whetlierit  should  be  rend. 
Mr.  WISE  contended  that  it  was  not  properly 
in  the  possession  of  the  House;  that  the  Cleric 
had  no  right  to  have  it  in  his  hand.  The  rule  ap- 
plied to  popers  in  the  possession  of  the  House, 
and  not  to  papers  out  of  the  House — not  to  papers 
tn  nuftiint.Tlie  hand  of  the  House  did  not  hold 
the  papers.   They  might  as  well  call  spirits  from 

;  the  vasty  deep,  as  to  call  for  the  reading  of  the 
petition. 

I      Mr.  BEARDSLEY  said  he  djd  not  profess  lo 

!  know  much  about  the  rules  of  the  (louse;  but,  as 
he  understood  them,  the  question  was  this:  a  gen- 
tleman rises  in  his  place  and  asks  for  the  reading 
of 'n  petition;  the  mover  slates  what  he  under- 
stands lo  be  the  substance  of  the  petition;  the 
general  rule  then  was,  that,  preauniptively,  the 

Ketition  should  be  received.  Objection  being  made, 
e  would  ask  if  any  one  could  say,  upon  princi- 
ples of  common  sense  ond  propriety,  that  the 
House  could  decide  whether  to  receive  or  reject 
it  until  they  heard  it  read.'    He  would  not  say 
that  tile  contents  were  altogether  proper  to  be  in- 
troduced to  that  House;  it  appeared  lo  him,  how- 
ever, to  be  perfectly  harmless.    He  believed  there 
was  no  treason  in  it,although  there  might  be  some 
absurdity;  ita1l  proceeded  from  enthusiasm.  How 
could  any  gentleman  object  to  its  reception  until 
I  he  knew  what  it  contained  ?   If  it  was  disrespect- 
{  ful  towards  the  House,  he  would  vote  for  its  re- 
'  jection;  but  if  otherwise  it  ought  to  be  received. 
Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  said  he  understood 
:  the  petition  had  been  presented  yesterday ,  and 
received  by  the  House.     [Cries  of  ''  No,  no;  it 
I  was  not  received."')  i 

I      The  SPEAKER  said  the  question  6f  reception  ' 
.  had  been  laid  over,  because  It  involved  debate;  | 
I  and  it  came  up  to-day  as  the  unfinished  business 
I  of  yesterday.  I 

I      Mr.  HARALSON  observed  that,  as  he  made  I 
the  motion  yesterday  against  the  reception  ofthis  ' 
petition,  it  became  him,  in  order  that  he  might 
not  be  misunderstood,  to  offer  some  remarks  on 
the  subject. 

Mr.  BARNARD  rose  to  a  question  of  order. 
The  motion  to  lay  the  question  of  reception  on 
the  table  not  being  debatable,  he  presumed  that 
the  incidental  question  growing  out  of  it,  and  then 
pending,  was  also  not  debatable.  He  made  this 
suggestion,  not  out  of  want  of  respect  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Hahalion,]  but  to 
enforce  the  rules  of  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER  observed  that  a  question  of 
order  was  raised  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  whether  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Tibbatts,]  to  have  the  pa- 
per read,  was  debatable,  the  motion  to  lay  the 
question  of  reception  on  the  table  having  been 
previously  made.  The  Chair  was  of  opinion,  that 
the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  not  being  debatable, 
neither  would  the  incidental  question  before  the 
House  be  debatable, 

Mr.  HARALSON  asked  if  he  might  be  per- 
mitted to  give  the  reasons  which  induced  him  to 
object  to  the  reception  of  the  petition,  as  an  ofl"- 
Bet  to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr.  Adahs.] 


Mr.  TIBBATTS  inquired  if  he  had  a  right  to 
have  ill*'  p^'tiiinn  read. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  the  rule  of  ihe  Homsp, 
as  follows:  when  iho  reading  of  a  paper  is  coIImI 
("or  niid  objiwtcd  to,  ihtit  quesiion  si'mll  be  sub- 
milled  to  thi:  House,  who  shnll  decide  it.  Tliia 
wa.^  a  paper  pr'-stnied  by  the  g.'nilfimin  frum 
Mnsfachusciis,  [Mr.  Adams,]  wiio  gMvi-.as  n- 
quired  bytlie  rnlis.n  vetliul  Rt;itein>rit  of  its  con- 
iKiiis.  Strictly  ape;iktn;,  the  p.iper  waa  not  in 
the  possession  of  the  Housi>;  but  the  Chair  de- 
cides that  n  mnjority  of  the  House  miiy  determine 
whether  it  will  have  it  read  or  not.  • 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY  c:illcd  for  the  yeas  and 
nay.i  on  the  question. 

i\Ir.  WISE  iiiqtiirrd  if  that  pioccedin;  would 
pl.ire  the  paiwr  on  Ihe  Jonniul. 

The  SPEAKER  said, that  all  thnt  would  goon 
would  be  a  d*'8criplii»n  of  the  pap<>r. 

Mr.  WISE.  Thr  Journul  will  sprak  of  the 
paper  as  being  read  by  order  of  the  Huns.:.  Will 
not  ihat  place  the  paper  in  ihc  pussessicii  of  the 
House  ? 

The  SPEAKER.    No;  it  will  not. 

The  ye;is  iind  nays  were  then  ordered. 

Mr.  WISE.     Before  voting,  I  wish  to  inquire  ■ 
what  paper  it  is  that  the  motion  is  made  to  rcail? 

Th;  SPEAKER.  The  one  presented  hy  the 
gentleman  from  Massachoaeiis,  and  of  which  he 
gave  a  verbal  statement  of  the  contents. 

Mr.  WISE.     Which  oner 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Journal  gives  no  ac- 
count of  what  the  paper  is. 

Mr.  WELLER.  Let  us  have  the  paper  read, 
in  order  that  we  may  decide  whether  to  have  it 
read  o'r  not. 

Mr.  WISE.  I  ask  for  the  reading  of  that 
paper  which  the  Journal  calls  for.  I  submit  lo 
the  House  that  I  have  a  right  locall  forlheresd- 
ing  of  a  paper,  the  description  of  which  has  been 
journalized.  I  objected  to  the  reading  of  a  paper 
which  was  not  in  the  possession  of  the  House; 
but,  if  the  paper  has  been  jourimlized,  it  must  be 
in  the  possession  of  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER.  D..  I  understand  the  gentle- 
man to  withdraw  his  objections? 

Mr.  WISE.  Not  at  all;  but  the  question  is 
put  to  me,  as  n  member  of  the  House,  if  1  will 
allows  paper  to  be  read;  and  I  wont  to  know 
what  it  ia,  and  must  have  it  read  before  I  can 
know.  This  demonstrates  that  the  decision  of 
the  Speaker  works  in  a  circle,  so  thatyou  never 
can  arrive  at  any  result.  Which  papi;r  is  it  that 
the  gentleman  wants  lo  have  read  .' 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  ihe  paper  presented 
by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
Adams,]  and  the  rending  of  which  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  objects  to. 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY.  The  yeas  and  nays  being 
ordered,  1  ask  if  it  is  in  order  to  debate  the  ques- 
tion? If  not,  the  question  should  at  once  be 
taken,  and  we  will  then  have  the  whole  matter 
before  us. 

Ml-.  HOLMES  said  it  appeared  to  him  ihst 
the  whole  question  was  given  up  after  the  gentle- 
man had  called  for  the  reading  of  the  paper;  and 
he  wanted  southern  gentlemen  to  consider  wheth- 
er any  paper  that  might  be  called  for  might  be 
read.  Now,  suppose  the  Mormons  from  Illinois 
should  send  here  a  petition — and  doubtless  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetls  would  present  it 
for  them— to  supersede  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and 
adopt  the  Mormon  Bible  in  its  stead:  lie  asked  if 
gentlemen  would  be  willing  to  sit  here  and  listen 
to  the  reading  of  the  whole  Mormon  Bible,  from 
Alpha  to  Oinegn,  because  a  member  called  for  it, 
in  order  thnt  he  might  vote  with  a  full  knowledge 
of  the  question  ? 

Mr.  UlLMER  said  it  seemed  to  him  that  the 
discussion  going  on  was  irregular  and  out  of 
order.  The  24th  rule  prescribed  that,  when  pe- 
titions arc  presented ,  the  member  presenting  them 
must  give  a  brief  verbal  statement  df  their  con- 
tents. This  has  been  done  in  this  case,  and  there- 
fore the  House  was  already  in  possession  of  all 
the  information  in  regard  lo  it  that  the  rule  con- 
templated it  should  have  until  the  paper  shall  be 
received. 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY  asked  if  the  gcnilerosn 
raised  the  point  of  order  that  the  Chair  *«> 
wrong  in  deciding  that  the  decision  of  the  ques- 
tion must  be  made  by  the  House  ? 

Mr.  GILMER  did  not  understand  the  Chair 
as  having  decided  the  question,  bttt  as  havins 
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■ubmitted  the  deciaion  of  it  to  the  House.  Uia 
object  WAS  not  to  appeal  from  the  decision  of  tite 
Chair,  for  he  understood  the  Chair  as  declining 
to  decide  the  question,  and  referrin»:  it  to  the 
House.  The  question  he  submitted  to  the  Chair 
was,  whether  the  House  could  order  the  reading 
of  this  petition  without  a  suspension  of  the  24th 
rul6;  and  was  it  not  incumbent  on  the  member, 
when  he  called  fur  the  reading  of  tl>e  paper,  to 
move  that  suspension.' 

Mr.  SCHENCEC  understood  the  Speaker  to 
have  decided  that  the  question  upon  reading  was 
not  debatable.  The  state  of  the  question  appeared 
to  him  to  be  this:  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
aetls  presented  a  petition,  and  at  the  same  time, 
in  accordance  with  the  rules,  gave  a  verbal  state- 
ment of  Its  contents;  upon  which  a  gentleman 
raiced  the  question  of  reception.  A  motion  was 
then  made  to  Idv  the  question  of  reception  on  the 
table;  and,  pending  the  motion  to  ^et  rid  of  the 
petition  in  this  summary  way  of  laying  the  ques- 
tion of  reception  on  the  table,  some  gentleman 
called  for  the  reading  of  it.  Now,  he  himself  desired 
the  reading  of  the  paper,  in  order  that  he  might 
determine  for  himself  whether  the  most  proper 
disposition  of  the  paper  would  be  to  receive,  reject, 
or  lay  it  on  the  table.  It  was  true,  a  verbal  state- 
ment had  been  given  of  its  contents;  but  he  wished 
to  have  an  opportunity  of  comparing  the  contents 
of  the  paper  with  this  verbal  statement,  and  to 
give  fais  vote,  whatever  it  might  be,  with  a  full 
understanding  of  the  subject.  His  responsibility 
was  to  bis  constituents,  and  not  to  any  member 
of  this  House;  and  therefore,  he  was  not  willing 
to  predicate  his  votes  on  their  verbal  statements, 
when  he  had  an  opportunity  ofjudging  for  him- 
self. For  these  reasons,  he  desired  to  have  the 
paper  received.  One  gentleman  had  objected  that, 
on  this  principle,  the  reading  of  the  Bible  might 
be  called  for,  and  members  might  have  to  sit  here 
till  July,  to  hear  the  whole  of  the  Scriptures  read 
through.  Well,  this  might  be  so,  and  he  did  not 
know  that  the  reading  of  the  Scriptures  would  be 
very  unprofitable;  but  suppose  a  call  was  made 
for  the  reading  of  the  Bible;  must  not  a  majority 
of  the  House  desire  to  hear  it  read  before  it  could 
be  doae^ 

Mr.  STETSON  called  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
to  order,  for  debating  a  question  that  the  Speaker 
had  jost  declared  was  not  debatable.  As  other 
roemoers  had  been  indulged,  he  had  no  objection 
to  a  reasonable  speech;  but  he  must  obj^t  to  a 
Ions  one. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  proceeded  with  his  remarks 
for  a  few  moments,  but  was  interrupted  with  re- 
peated cries  for  the  question. 

The  SPEAKER  here  rAd  the  rul^ under  which 
he  submitted  the  question  of  reading  to  the 
House. 

Some  conversation  ensued  between  Mr.  WISE 
and  the  SPEAKER,  respecting  the  reading  of  the 
paper.  

Mr.  TIBBATTS  desired  to  hearihe  paper  read. 

Mr.  REID  of  North  Carolina,  Mr.  BEARDS- 
LEY,  Mr.  WELLER.  and  Mr.  HARALSON, 
likewise  took  part  in  the  conversation  which 
occurred;  and  ultimately  the  question  was  taken 
whether  the  House  would  have  the  petition  read, 
aod  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — 146  voting 
in  the  affirmative,  and  39  in  the  negative;  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS  —  Messrs.  Adams.  Anderson,  Aslie,  Rarrinf^r, 
Barnard,  Besrdttley,  Beliter,  Denton,  Hjillack,  Janifs  Black, 
Blackwell,  BfMsier,  Jacob  Brinkerhntf,  Brmllitiod,  Aaron 
V.  Brown,  Milton  Brown,  William  J.  Brown,  Jereiniall 
Brown,  Buffinfton,  Burke,  Bun,  Cary,  Carroll,  CaUin, 
Clulinn,  ClinKinao,  Clinton,  Cobb,  Collaiiier,  Cninston. 
Cullonl,  Oona,  Garrett  Davis,  Richard  D.  Davis,  John  W. 
Davis,  Dean,  Deberry,  Dickey,  Ditliughani,  Douglas,  Dun- 
can, Ellis,  Eljiner,  Farlee,  Fish,  Florence,  Foot,  Foster,' 
Frick,  Gidding^,  Willis  Grven,  Bymm  Green. Grider,  Hale, 
HamliD,  Hsrdio,  Harpar,  Hays,  Henley.  Herrick,  Hoge, 
HoQslon,  Jlubtwll,  Hudson,  Hungerford, Washington  Hunt, 
James  B.  Hunt,  Charles  J.  IngersoU,  Joseph  It.  Ingersolt, 
Irvio,  Jenks,  Cave  Johnson,  Perley  B.  Johnson,  Andrew 
Jo4insoo,  Kennedy,  Preslon  King,  'Qaniel  P.  Ring,  Kirk- 
palrkk,  Maclay,  McClelland,  McClernand,  McDowell,  Mc- 
llvaine,  McKay,  Marsh,  Moore,  Edward  J.  Morris,  Joseph 
Monis,  Moseley,  Murphy,  Ncs,  Newton,  Norris,  Owen, 
Parmenter,  Pattenion,  Pettit,  Peyton,  Phtemx,  Eli»h»  R. 
Pooer,  Emery  D.  Patter,  Purdy,  Ramsay,  Ratlilnin.  Charles 
M  Re«d,  Riller,  Robinson,  Rogers,  Russell,  St.  John,  S.nni- 
tile,  Scbenck,  Senter,  Severance,  Thomas  H.  Seymour, 
David  L.  Seymour,  Simons,  John  T.  Smith,  Ttiomas'&Jmith, 
RolKrt  Smith,  Stetson,  Andrew  Stewart,  John  Slewan, 
Utoae,  Strong,  Svkes,  Taylor,  Thomasson.  Thompstm, 
Tibbatta,  Tilden,  Vance,Vanmeler, Vinton,  Weller,  Wcnt- 
wonh,  WheatOD,  White,  Williams,.  Wilkins,  Wiuthrop, 
William  Wright,  Joseph  A.  Wriglit,  and  Yost— U6. 

NATS— Hesws.  Edward  J.lBlack,  James  A.  Black, 


Powlin,  Boyd,  Caldwell,  Campbell,  Reuben  Chapman,  Au- 
gu.'^ms  A-  Chapman,  Daiiifl,  D;iwsnn,  Dellut,  Dickinson, 
DroMi'^oitle,  Pieklin,  Frencli.  Gihner,  Ilaraldon,  Holmes, 
Hopkins,  Huhurd,  Hughes,  Jameson,  Georgu  W.  Jones, 
Ijabninche,  Liica..<,  Lumpkin,  McConnell,  Mathews,  Da- 
vid S.  Reid,  Reding,  Relfe.  Saunders,  Simpson,  SlecnrotI, 
Stephens,  Sules,  VVlse,  and  Wmidward— 31f. 

The  C^rk  then  read  the  memorial,  as  follows: 

To  the  houoraUe  tkr  Stnnlc  and  House  of  Represcnlelivet 
of  the  (Jnileit  States  in  Congresi  assembled  : 
We,Uie  sulhicribers,  residitig  in  Randolph  and  Washing- 
ton counties,  and  State  of  Illinois,  def[,ly  concerned  in  the 
general  weal  of  this  nation,  desire  plainly,  but  respectfully, 
to  address  your  honorable  body  in  relation  to  your  duties 
as  its  representatives,  believing  ihat  civil  government  is  a 
Divine  institution  ordained  for  the  glory  ol*  God  and  the 
good  of  man  ;  and  that  those  who  are  lawlully  called  and 
qualified  to  admi  itister,(it  being  God  *8  ministers,)  are  bound, 
in  nil  their  odiciul  irmisaelions;  to  act  according  to  His  law, 
and  to  respect  the  honor  of  Him  by  whom  kings  reign  and 
princes  decree  justice;  and  that  this  nation,  highly  favored 
of  Heaven  in  being  delivered  (Wnn  foreign  domination  and 
in  various  oUier  w^,  has  greatly  siititcd  in  disregarding 
those  primary  and  fiiiidaiiieniiil  principles  of  civil  rule,  and 
that  this  is  the  cause  of  many  of  tlie  evils  that  now  atflict 
this  land,  for  which  the  God  of  nations  has  visited  it  for 
years  past  with  many  tokens  of  his  jhst  displeasure.  We 
ask  you,  therefore,  to  take  this  subject  into  solemn  and 
prayerful  considdration  ;  we  nsk  you  not  to  adopt  any  meas- 
ure inconsistent  with  pure  repuljlican  gnvcrninent,  nor  to 
pass  any  law  tending  to  unite  Church  and  Slate,  or  to  im- 
pair the  rights  of  cimsciehce  of  any ;  but  do  ask  you  to 
propose,  as  amendments  (o  the  Federal  Constiuition,  the 
following  pruvL^ions: 

1.  A  full  and  explicit  confession  of  sin  against  the  God  of 
the  whole  earth,  in  not  having  acknovvlcdgi'd  His  name  and 
aulhorily  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  tn 
securing,,  by  constitulional  guarantees,  the  African  and 
American  slave  trade,  and  slavery  in  the  States  and  1'erri- 
tories. 

2.  .An  acknowledgment  of  Jesu-;  Christ  as  Prince  of  the 
kingdoms  of  the  eanli ;  and  national  subjugation  to  Him  as 
Lord  of  all,  to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father. 

3.  An  ncknowtedgiiientof  Llie  laws  of  God  as  the  supreme 
law  of  the  land,  and  tlie  revising  of  every  law.  local  or  gen- 
eral,  inconsistent  with  the  high  mandates  of  Heaven. 

4.  Such  an  alteration  of  the  Federal  f.'onstilution  as  shall 
secure  and  proiect  every  person  in  the  nalinn  in  Uie  enjoy- 
ment and  exercise  of  the  inalienable  rights  of  life,  liberty, 
and  the  pursuit  of  happiness. 

Be  wise  now,  therci'nre,  O  ye  kings !  Be  instructed  ye 
judges  of  the  earth.  Serve  the  Lord  in  fear,  and  rejoice 
with  irembling.  Kiss  the  Son,  lest  he  be  angry,  and  ye 
perish  from  tlic  way,  when  his  wrath  is  kindled  but  a  litUe. 

Signed  by  James  Wallace,  and  two  hundred  and  twelve 
others. 

The  SPEAKER  v>'<ted  the  question  to  be  on 
laying  the  mol^ii  I     iis  reception  on  the  table. 

Mr.  ADAMS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and 
they  were  ordered;  and,  being  taken,  resulted — 
yeas  98,  nays  80;  as  follows: 

YBA3— Messra.  Ashe,  Barringer,  Belser,  Bidlack,  Ed- 
ward J.  Black,  James  Bl.ick,  Janies  A.  Black,  Blackwell, 
Bossier,  Bower,  Bowlin,  Boyd,  Jacob  BrinkerhofT,  Brod- 
head,  Aai^n  V.  Brown,  Milton  llrown,  William  J.  Ilrown, 
Burke,  Burt,  Caldwell,  Campbell,  Reuben  Chapman,  Au- 
guattla  A.  Chapman,  Chilton,  t^lhigman.  Clinton,  (Jobb, 
Cross,  Cullom,  Daniel.  John  W.  Davis,  Dawson,  Dellel, 
Dickinson.  Douglas,  Droini;i>ole,  French,  Gilmer,  Willis 
Green, Gridcr,  Haralson,  Mulnies,  Hogt;,  HopkiiLs,  Houston, 
Hubard.  Hut;hes,CharlesJ.  In;:ersoll,Janieson, Cave  John- 
sou,  Andrew  Juiinsim,  George  W.  Jones,  Preston  King,  La- 
branclie,  Lucas,  Lumpkin,  McCauslen,  Maclay,  Mct^ler- 
naiid,  McConii'dl,  •  cDowell,  McKay,  .Moore,  Joseph  Mor- 
ris, Murphv,  Newton,  Norris,  Owen,  Peyton^  Emery  D. 
Potter,  Prnit,  David  S.  Reid,  Reding,  Relfe.  Rheti,  Rilter, 
Russell,  Saunders,  Senter,  Simpson,  Slidell,Thomas  Smith, 
Steenrod.  Stephens,  Joliii  Stewart,  Stiles,  Stone,  Strong, 
Taylor,  Thomasson,  Thompson,  Tihballs,  Weller,  Went- 
worih.  Wilkins,  Wise,  Woodward,  and  Yost — 98. 

N.\YS— Messrs.  .Adams,  Anderson,  Barnard,  Beardsley, 
Benton,  Jeremiah  Brown,  findiiigton,Carv, Carroll,  Catlin, 
Collamer,  Cranston,  Dana,  Gari-ett  Davis,  Richard  D.  Davis, 
Dean,  Dickey,  Dillingham.  GIlis,  Elmer,  Farlee,  Fish,  Flor- 
ence, Foot,  Frick,  GIddings,  Byram  Green,  Hale,  Hamlin, 
Hardin,  Hfrper,  Henley,  Hiihhell,  Hudson,  Huiigertbrd, 
Washinglon  Hunt,  James  B.  Hunt,  Joseph  R.  liigersull,  Ir- 
viii,  Jenks,  Perley  n.  Johnson,  Daniel  P.  King,  Kirkpalrick, 
McClelland,  .Mcl'lvoine,  Marsil,  Morse,  Edward  J.  Morris, 
Nes,  Parmenter,  Patten<on,  Pettit,  Phoenix,  Elisha  II.  Pot- 
ter, Purdy,  Ramsey,  t^barles  M.  Reed,  Robinson,  Rogers, 
St.  John,  Sample,  Schenck,  Severance,  Thomas  H.Sey- 
mour, David  L.  Seymour.  Simons,  .Albert  Smith,  John  T. 
Smith,  Stetson,  Sykes,  Tihlen,  Vance,  V.xnmeier,  Vinton, 
VVheaton.  White,  Winlhrop,  William  Wriglit,  and  Joseph 
A.  Wri(bt-80. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  then  moved  tliat  the 
rules  be  suspended,  for  the  purpose  of  going  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  had  some  more  petitions 
to  present;  and  among  the  rest 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  gentleman  could  not 
proceed  unless  the  rules  were  suspended. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  submitted  to  the  Chair  that 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  was  entitled 
to  the  floor. 

The  SPEAKER  remarked  that  he  considered 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  was  entitled 
to  the  floor. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  this  was  the  most  extraor- 


dinary mode  of  peace-making  that  he  ever  heard 
of. 

Mr.  A.  then  presented  certain  resolves  of  the 
Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  and  requested  that 
they  might  be  read.  He  then  moved  that  they 
be  printed,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee  of 
nine  members. 

Mr.  JAMESON  moved  to  refer  them  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 
.    Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  hoped  his  friend  from  Mis- 
souri would  withdraw  that  motion,  and  allow 
them  to  go  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  JAMESON,  however,  declined  to  accede 
to  the  request. 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  had  been  for  a  long  time 
opposing  the  proceedings  of  the  House  upon  these 
petitions.  He  saw,  from  the  manner  in  which 
these  proceedings  had  been  conducted  in  refer- 
ence to  ihe  section  of  the  country  which  he  rep- 
resented ,  that  the  war  which  had  been  commenced 
was  likely  to  be  carried  on  unceasingly;  and  he 
now  declared  (and  he  wished  the  reporters  to  be 
particular  in  taking  down  what  he  said)  that  now, 
hencefurth,.and  forever,  he  ceased  to  contend  in 
the  war  which  was  being  carried  on  in  that  House 
by  certain  men  against  the  South.  He  would 
hereafter  oppose  nothing;  but  leave  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  and  all  others,  to  take  their 
owiT  course  with  the  whole  subject.  He  would 
vote,  therefore,  for  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  and  let  him  have  the  com- 
mittee, and  disclose  his  designs  in  full,  that  they 
might  know  on  what  terms  they  stood  in  tliat 
House.  / 

Mr.  HOLMES  said  that,  although  gentlemen 
from  Virginia  might  retire  from  the  contest,  he 
would  henceforth  renew  the  battle,  ^e  did  not 
yet  despair  of  the  Republic.  [Loud  cries  of 
"  That's  right!"  "JTiUesperandum  !"]  He  con- 
fessed, with  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr. 
Wise,]  that  the  action  of  that  House  had  been 
anything  but  auspicious  to  southern  rights  and 
interests.  He  said  to  his  constftuents,  that  day 
after  day  the  waves  were  rolling  from  the  North 
which  threatened  to  pverwhelm  them.  If  his 
voice  could  reach,  not  only  their  ears,  but  their 
hearts,  he  would  say,  so  far  from  relinquishing 
upon  that  floor,  or  in  that  House,  the  idea  of 
giving  battle,  he  would  sound  the  tocsin,  and  give 
battle  at'onee;  for  it  was  not  to  be  mistaken  that 
even  the  old  and  gallant  heroes  of  the  revolution- 
ary struggle  in  the  North^^even  "the  venerable 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  himself,  who  was 
associated  with  them ,  shoulder  to  shoulder,  in  the 
mighty  contest  wKich  disenthralled  us  from  for- 
eign dominion — were  now  engaged  in  fierce  hos- 
tility against  their  own  countrymen.  They  come 
to  this  House,  and  deny  us  even  the  right  of  rep- 
resentation on  this  floor.  The  day  of  battle  must 
come;  and  he  would  say  to  southern  men:  Gird 
up  ^our  loins;  put  on  your  armor,  and  prepare 
for  It.  You  must  meet  it;  and  the  sooner  you 
secure  the 'rights  which  your  fathers  transmitted 
to  you,  the  better. 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  wished  to  give  the  partisu- 
lar  reason  for  taking  the  course  he  did. 

Several  members  demanded  that  the  question 
should  be  laid  over,  as  it  was  likely  to  give  rise 
to  debate. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  said  that  he  would  insist  that 
theproflosition  go  over  if  debate  was  persisted  in. 

Mr.  WISE  desired  to  make  an  explanation. 

The  SPEAKER  put  the  question  whether  Mr. 
Wise  have  leave  to  proceed;  which  was  granted. 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  would  not  again  have  in- 
truded upon  the  House,  but  for  the  remarks 
which  fell  from  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina. 

Mr.  HOLMES.  I  hope  that  the  gentleman 
does  not  suppose 

Mr.  WISE.  Not  at  all.  [Laughter.]  But  by 
pursuing  this  course,  and  declaring  that  he  would 
cease  from  the  war,  he  meant  only  that  he  was 
not  satisfied,  as  a  friend  to  the  people  whom  he 
represented,  with  the  manner  in  which  the  war 
against  their  rights  had  been  carried  on.  It  was 
too  solemn,  too  grave,  too  vital  a  question,  to  be 
determined  upon  the  poor,  pitiful  issue  of  a  point 
of  order.  He  intended  to  pursue  a  different  mode 
of  warfare.  Instead  of  contesting  the  motions 
made  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts ;  in- 
stead of  calling  updn  the  Speaker  to  decide  points 
of  order;  instead  of  asking  that  the  rules  of  the 
House  may  be  enforced,  he  intended  to  leave  the 
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majority  to  take  their  own  course.  The  only 
question  now  was,  whether  the  Constitution  would 
protect  the  minority  there  from  insuU.or  whether 
thev  were  to  be  protected  b^  the  guarantees  which 
their  forefathers  had  provided  for  them,  at  the 
expense  of  the  blood  of  heroes  and  the  wisdom 
of  sages. 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY  observed  that  he  was  of 
opinion  that  what  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
denominated  the  war,  had  not  been  conducted  in 
a  manner  best  calculated  to  protect  southern 
rights;  though  he  arrived  at  that  conclusion  in  a 
diflerent  way.  He  believed  that,  with  regard  to 
petitions  touching  this  delicate  question  of  sla- 
very, the  true  constitutional  course  would  be  to 
receive  them;  and  either  lay  them  on  the  table  or 
reject  them,  if  the  minds  of  members  were  already 
made  up  adverse  to  their  prayers.  But,  if  the 
House  was  not  prepared  to  pronounce  such  a 
judgment  on  them,  or  if  the  House  should  think 
It  most  politic,  for  the  sake  of  preserving  the 
peace  of  the  country,  to  refer  them,  as  was  the 
practice  of  the  House  for  many  years,  and  a  prac- 
tice for  which  he  had  often  given  his  vote,  he 
would  send  them  to  a  select  committee  consisting 
of  those  members  most  favorable  to  the  objects 
embraced  in  them. 

Though  his  mind  was  irresistibly  brought  to 
the  conclusion  that  Congress  could  in  no  degree 
interfere  with  the  quesuon  of  slavery,  he  was 
convinced  that  the  true  policy  for  southern  gen- 
tlemen— the  beet  mode  to  quell  this  exciting  tem- 
pest, and  to  restore  peace  and  harmony  to  the 
country— would  be  to  refer  these  petitions  to  those 
roost  in  favor  of  them,  and  thus  throw  upon  them 
the  responsibility  of  making  a  report  recommend- 
ing such  action  as  they  thought  should  be  had  in 
regard  to  them.  They  could  propose  nothing 
but  a  violation  of  the  Constitution,  or  a  dissolu- 
tion of  the  Union,  that  could  accomplish  the  ob- 
jects such  petitions  had  in  view; and  should  they 
make  a  report  recommending  an  infringement  of 
the  Constitution,  ihe^  would  at  once  be  met  by 
an  overwhelming  majority  of  the  House  opposed 
to  them.  Was  tnerea  man  there  from  the  North, 
Abolitionist  or  not,  that  would  listen  to  a  propo- 
sition for  a  dissolution  of  the  Union  ?  He  was 
sure  there  was  not;  and  he  was  equally  sure  that 
there  would  be  found  very  few  willing  to  trench 
on  the  rights  of  the  South,  or  interfere  with  the 
institutions  guarantied  to  them  by  the  Constitu- 
tion. In  saying  this,  he  spoke,  too,  the  senti- 
ments of  a  majoritjr  of  the  people  of  the  North; 
for  he  did  not  beheve  there  was  one  in  fifty  of 
them  not  as  ready  to  protect  the  South  in  its  con- 
stitutional rights  as  they  were  to  defend  their 
own.  He  would  add  further,  that  in  his  opinion 
the  reference  to  a  committee,  of  such  resolutions 
as  had  been  presented  by  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  did  not  imply  that  the  House  was  j 
in  favor  of  them.  He  thought  he  might  say  with 
confidence,  that  there  was  not  a  single  member 
from  New  York  who  desired  the  accomplishment 
of  such  objects  as  were  contained  in  those  reso- 
lutions; and  if  he  might  be  permitted  to  speak  of 
political  divisions,  he  would  say  that,  of  the  De- 
mocracy of  New  York,  there  was  not  a  single 
individual  of  them  disposed  to  question  the  rights 
of  the  South,  or  to  interfere  with  that  particular 
species  of  property  which  is  the  subject  of  these 
iibolition  petitions.  The  true  mode  of  piDceed- 
in'  with  these  petitions,  would  be  to  receive  and 
refer  thein  to  those  members  most  favorably  dis- 
posed towards  them,  and  thus  throw  on  them  the 
res|)on8ibility  of  embodying  their  views  or  this 
subject  in  a  report.  If  (said  he)  we  vote  against 
receiving  them,  we  get  entangled  in  the  question 
of  the  right  of  petition — a  right  which  he  never 
could  vote  to  abridge.  Such  being  his  convic- 
tions, he  never  could  vote  against  receiving  these 
petitions,  for  he  was  persuaded  that  such  votes 
were  in  violation  of  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  WISE  suggested  to  the  gentleman,  before 
he  sat  down,  to  move  for  a  select  committee,  to 
which  to  refer  not  only  the  resolutions  just  of- 
fered by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  but 
all  the  petitions  he  mighioSerofasimilar  nature. 
He  could  not  make  such  a  motion  himself,  nor 
vote  for  it,  fois  as  he  said  before,  he  would  no 
longer  continue  the  warfare  in  this  House;  but  he 
would  be  obliged  to  the  gentleman  if  he  would  do 
it. 

Mr.  WELLER  said  he  wished  to  express  his 
diflseot  from  the  doctrines  advanced  by  the  gen- 


tleman from  New  York,  [Mr.  Beardilet.}  The 
gi-ntleman  seemed  to  labor  under  the  impression 
that  the  best  way  of  putting  down  the  Abolition- 
ists would  be  to  encourage  them  and  receive  their 
petitions.  Qentlemen  might  remember  that  there 
was  a  time  when  such  petitions  were  received  and 
referred;  and  that  there  was  a  voluminous  report 
made  on  the  subject.  What  was  the  consSjuence? 
Why,  at  the  very  next  session  there  were  fifty 
thousand  abolition  petitions  received  more  than 
were  ever  received  before.  Notwithstanding  this 
experience  of  the  House,  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  had  now  discovered,  that  if  they  would  re- 
ceive these  abolition  petitions,  and  make  a  report 
on  them — that  if  they  would  encourage  them,  it 
would  put  them  down.  This  was  a  strange  idea  to 
him.  Why  was  it  that  petitionswere  received  and 
referred  to  the  appropriate  committees?  It  was  in 
order  that  the  committees  might  report  the  facts 
to  the  House,  in  order  that  the  House  might  act 
understand ingly  on  them. 

But  if  the  House  had  resolved  to  refuse  the 
prayer  of  the  petiltnners,  why  was  it  necessary 
to  receive  and  refer  them.'  The  gentleman  from 
New  York  had  insisted,  broadly,  th^t  refusing  to 
receive  these  petitions  would  be  violating  the 
Constitution.  He  had  as  Inuch  regard  for  the 
Constitution  as  the  gentleman,  and  he  should  hes- 
itate before  he  allowed  him  to  decide  contitutional 
questions  for  him,  after  the  expression  of  such  an 
opinion  by  him.  For  his  part,  he  should  vote 
against  receiving  the  petitions  of  these  men,  know- 
ing that  their  object  was  to  violate  the  Constitu- 
tion. Encourage  these  men;  receive  their  peti- 
tions, and  refer  them  to  a  committee,  and  the  time 
will  arrive  when  they  will  become  more  bold,  and 
petition  for  a  dissolution  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY  explained,  that  he  only 
expressed  his  own  views  of  the  constitutional 
obligation  to  receive  petitions,  without  pretend- 
ing to  speak  for  nihera. 

Mr.  WELLER  said  that  what  he  objected  to 
was  the  gentleman's  undertaking  to  speak  for  the 
northern  people,  when  the  understanding  general- 
ly was  that  the  West  and  the  North  meant  the 
same.  He  was  not  willing  to  admit  that  the  peo- 
ple of  the  West  viewed  this  question  in  the  same 
light  as  the  gentleman  from  New  York.  He  met 
this  question  before  his  constituents,  and  he 
pledged  himself  to  them  that  he  would  oppose, 
with  all  his  energies,  every  attempt  to  destroy 
that  Constitution  which  secures  to  them  the 
blessings  under  which  they  live— that  those  who 
would  apply  the  torch  to  this  grand  and  beauti- 
ful temple  of  American  liberty  should  always 
find  him  ready  to  resist  them.  As  the  people  of 
the  West  would  never  suffer  the  South  to  inter- 
fere for  a  moment  witti  their  constitutional  rights, 
so  would  thef  be  equally  as  ready  not  only  to 
refrain  from  interfering  with  the  rights  of  the 
South  themselves,  as  to  project  them  from  the 
attacks  of  others,  come  from  what  quarter  they 
may.  We,  stand  by  the  Constitution  given  us 
by  our  fathers,  which  secures  to  all  the  members 
of  the  American  family  their  just  rights;  and  in 
defending  from  insult  and  violation  the  rights  of 
one,  we  defend  the  rights  of  all. 

Believing  that  the  rejection  of  these  abolition 
petitions  was  the  best  way  to  arrest  the  .designs 
of  the  Abolitionists,  he  would  continue  to  vote 
against  their  reception. 

Mr.  BELSER,  under  the  belief  that  the  House 
was  not  in  a  condition  to  decide  upon  so  grave  a 
question,  moved  that  it  do  now  adjourn,  but,  at 
the  request  of  Mr.  French,  withdrew  his  motion, 
on  condition  that  that  gentleman,  after  making  a 
few  remarks,  would  renew  it. 

Mr.  FRENCH  asked  leave  to  make  a  few  re- 
marks on  the  question.  Leave  being  granted, 
Mr.  F.  thanked  the  House  for  its  kii^ness,  and 
said  he  would  detain  them  but  a  few  minutes, 
while  he  submitted  a  few  reflections  which,  it 
appeared  to  him,  ought  to  be  taken  into  consid- 
eration by  every  gentleman,  before  voting  on 
questions  such  os  this.  He  had  taken  the  oath 
to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States; 
and  his  purpose  in  rising  was  to  show  that,  if  he 
voted  for  the  reception  of  abolition  petitions,  he 
voted  to  violate  it. 

The  Constitution  reads: 

'•  RepreMDiiitive*  and  direct  taxes  sbill  be  apportioned 
among  iha  Kveral  Suites  which  may  be  iaclnded  in  this 
Union,  accordinf  to  ibeir  reipective  numben ;  which  shall 
be  determioed  by  adding  to  tb«  whole  numbsr  of  fliee  per- 


son!, inclading  thoae  bound  to  serve  tbr  a  term  of  yean, 
and  excluding  Indians  not  taxed,  tbree  filths  oT  all  other 
pereona." 

That  class  embraced  slaves;  and,  in  determin- 
ing the  numbers  which  in  slave  States  shall  be 
represented,  three  fifths  of  the  slaves  roust  be 
added  to  the  free  population.  Now,  if  the  aboli- 
tion petitioners  could  have  iKeir  way,  this  solemn 
guarantee  lo  the  slave  States  would  be  stricken 
out,  and  that  portion  of  their  representation  on 
this  floor  taken  away  from  them.  Now,  bis 
friend  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  AsreI  represented  a 
State  containing  a  great  number  of  slaves.  Sup- 
pose three  fifths  of  the  slave  population  of  that 
State  were  equal  to  the  whole  number  of  white 
inhabitants;  then,  by  taking  away  the  represent 
Iniinn  to  which  she  is  entitled  from  her  slaves, 
the  State  would  be  deprived  of  one  half  of  her 
Representatives. 

That  was  one  reason  why  he  supposed  the  re- 
ception of  abolition  petitions  was  a  violation  of 
the  Cunsiituiioii.  One  other  view  of  the  subject 
he  had  to  offer,  which  was  the  principal  reason 
he  had  for  risin|r.  He  took  the  proposition  ad- 
mitted by  all,  Aoolitionists  as  well  as  others,  that 
Congress  had  no  right  to  interfere  with  slavery 
as  it  exists  in  the  States.  That  question  was 
settled,  and  was  permanently  and  fundamentally 
the  law  of  the  land.  But  he  went  further,  and 
maintained  that  Congress  had  no  power  to  abol- 
ish slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia;  and  to 
this  question  he  begged  leave  to  call  the  sober 
judgment  of  the  members  of  the  House.  Could 
Congress,  in  this  District,  pass  a  law  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  religion,  or  prohibiting  the  free 
exercise  thereof.'  Unquestionably  not.  Could 
Congress  estaldish,  in  this  District,  an  order  of 
nobility,  or  take  away  the  trial  by  jury,  or  abridge 
the  freedom  of  speech,  or  establish  a  religious 
test  as  a  qualification  for  oflice  ?  Congrets  could 
do  none  of  these  things;  and  he  asked  why? 
Congress  could  not  enact  such  laws  because  they 
were  forbidden  by  the  limitations  in  the  Consti- 
tution. But  gentlemen  said  that  the  clause  dele- 
gating power  over  this  District  was  very  broad. 
He  would  read  it,  to  show  to  what  extent  it 
went; 

"  Congress  (hall  have  power  to  rxercine  exclmive  legis- 
lation in  nil  cnsei  wlialsoever  over  such  District  (notex- 
ceefjing  ten  mile*  Mjuartf)  a*  may,  by  ces!>ii)n  of  particalar 
Stales,  and  ttie  accepuiiice  of  OongresS)  become  Uie  seat 
of  Government  of  Uie  United  Siatea." 

Now,  gentlemen  said  that,  as  respected  the  Dis- 
trich  of  Columbia,  they  had  the  same  right  to 
legislate  as  the  States  had  to  legislate  for  the 
States.  He  admitted  that  Congress  could  legis- 
late for  the  people  of  the  District,  except  in  cases 
where  they  were  restriaied  by  the  Constitution; 
and  in  determining  the  powers  given  by  the  Con- 
stitution, they  must  interpret  it  on  the  principle 
that  the  Constitution  was  a  unit.  Congress  was 
created  by  the  Constitution,  and  there  was  but 
one  Constitution  and  but  one  Congress;  and  when 
that  Congress  was  willing  to  act,  it  must  always 
act  subject  to  the  restrictions,  checks,  and  draw- 
backs of  the  Constitution.  Why,  if  these  prin- 
ciples of  construction  did  not  apply  to  this  Dis- 
trict, rod  to  the  power  of  Congress  over  this 
District, — he  repeated,  if  these  limitations  did  not 
thus  apply,  what  was  it  that  Congress  could  not 
do  ?  She  could  abridge  the  freedom  of  speech  and 
of  the  press;  she  could  create  a  titled  nobility,  if 
she  pleased;  she  could  take  away  trial  by  jury; 
she  could  demand  excessive  bail ;  she  could  inflict 
cruel  and  unusualpunishments;  in  short,  he  asked, 
what  would  not  Congress  be  able  to  do  ? 

He  thought,  then,  that  inasmuch  as  Con]rresa 
could  not  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, because  it  wnirid  be  equivalent  to  an  ex- 
ercise of  power  abolishing  slavery  in  the  States, 
to  receive  ^>etitions  for  the  aboliiion  of  slavery 
was  to  receive  petitions  asking  for  a  violation  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  Stales.  This  be 
was  not  willing  to  do.  After  a  few  other  observa-  ' 
tions,  he  renewed  the  motion  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  New  York,  desired  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  to  withdraw  that  motion;  but 
the  request  was  not  complied  with;  and 

The  House  adjourned. 

The  rollowing  petitions  were  presented  under  a  rale  of 
the  Houie.  and  appropriately  referred  : 

By  Mr.  S.MITH,  of  Illinois :  The  petition  of  Jamea  Held, 
aaoljier  wounded  in  tbc  late  war.  prayinxnpension  ;  whlcb 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions. 

Also,  the  petition  of  the  beln  stlaw  of  William  Araold, 
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deceaaetl,  R  snidter  in  tlie  tut  war  with  Great  Rrit.iin,  pray- 
in|t  for  the  right  tu  tncate  the  nnr.  liiinilred  and  vixty  acres 
oriand  falling  ta  said  Amnid  in  tlic  Stale  of  lltioois  ;  which 
was  referred  in  the  Conimittee  on  Claims. 

Alto,  the  peiiiinn  afl'iinniliy  Bnuiher,  praying  indemnity 
for  certain  inonto^s  expended  by  liim  for  the  Government , 
which  wast  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Cinnmerce. 

By  Mr.  RELFE :  The  petition  of  citiiens  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  Iowa,  praying  Cougreai  to  pass  a  law  for  the  occd- 
palion  ofDrrgon. 

Also,  tlie  petition  ofaondry  citiaens  of  tlie  Stale  of  Mis- 
souri, pmyinf  Uie  remoTal  of  the  circuit  court  for  the  Mis- 
•ouri  district  from  St.  Limis  to  the  city  of  Jefferson,  the 
•eat  of^remment  of  the  State  ofMiianari. 

By  Mr.  OWEN :  A  petition  fnim  certain  riiixena  of  In- 
diana, praying  lor  the  armed  occupation  of  Oregon ;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Cnmmiitee  on  Miliury  Affairs. 

By  Mr.  STEWABT,  of  Pennsylvania  :  A  memorial  from 
tile  Howard  Institution  of  Wasliington  City,  praying  an  ap- 

ftropriation  of  a  portion  of  the  public  lots  in  Uiis  city  to  aid 
n  the  erection  of  buildings ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
iniltce  for  llie  District  of  Columbia. 

By  Mr.  HARPER :  The  petition  ofSeth  Adams,  ofZane*- 
ville,  Oliio,  praying  for  indemity  for  French  apolialions  prior 
to  1800;  whiih  was  referred  to  tlie  Coinmiuee  on  Foreign 
Affairs. 

Ily  Mr.  SEYMOim,  of  New  Yorit:  A  petition  of  lohn 
M.  king,  of  Troy,  New  York,  in  reference  to  his  claim  for 
bounty  land ;  wliich  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pri- 
rate  Land  Claims. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Jonaa  D'.  Phitl,  of  Troy,  in  the  Slate  of 
New  York,  a  soldier  of  the  war  of  1819  with  Great  Briuin, 
(br  a  pension ;  which  waa  referred  to  the  Oommittee  on  In- 
valid Pensions. 


IN  SENATE. 
Fkidat,  December  33,  1843.  | 

Mr.  FOSTER  presented  resolutions  from  the 
Legislature  of  Tennessee,  instructing  the  Sena- 
tors and  requesting  the  Representatives  from  that 
State  to  Tote  for  the  passage  of  a  law  abolishing 
the  Army  Order  No.  40,  of  1842,  and  restoring 
General  (jraines  to  his  rank  in  the  Armjr;  which  i 
was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  JARNAQIN  gave  notice  that  he  would, 
the  earliest  dajr  practicable,  ask  leave  to  introduce 
a  bill  to  carry  into  effect  liie  purposes  Of  the  above 
resolutions. 

Mr.  BENTON  presented  a  memorial  from  cit- 
izens of  the  United  Stales  upon  the  subject  of  the 
occupation  of  the  Oregon  Territory,  praying  for 
the  passage  of  a  bill  giving  encouragement  and 
protection  to  the  emigrants  to  that  Territory; 
which  was  referred  to  the  select  committee  on  that 
subject. 

Mr.  ATCHISON  presented  a  memorial  upon 
the  same  subject,  ana  with  a  like  prayer;  which 
was  referred  to  the  select  committee  on  that  sub- 
ject. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  FAIRFIELD,  from  the  Committee  on 
Printing,  reported  in  favo£  of  printing  the  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  Stat^ahowing  tlie  changes 
in  the  commercial  systems  of  other  nations;  which 
was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  BERRIEN,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Isaac 
llsley;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading,  and  the  report  accompanying  the  same 
ordered  to  beprinted. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  from  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  reported  back,  without  amend- 
ment, and  with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass, 
the  bill  to  refund  to  the  State  of  Massachusetts  the 
balance  due  her  for  disbursements  during  the  war. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  it  was 

OritTtd,  Tliat  the  peliiioa  of  Mary  E.  Zantzingrr,  the 
widow  of  Oapuiin  Richard  P.  Zamzinger,  asliingforap«n- 
•inn.  he  taken  from  ihe  flics  of  the  Sensie,  and  referred  to 
tJie  Commitlse  on  Military  Affairs. 

CLAIMS  ON  MEXICO. 
Mr.  BARROW  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution; which  lies  over  one  day,  under  the  rule: 

AesolBetl,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  communi- 
cate to  the  Senate,  so  far  as  in  his  judgment  the  same  may 
be  done  without  prejudice  to  the  puHic  iniereat<,sueh  in- 
IbrmaUon  aa  he  may  posses*  relating  to  claims  or  cilixens 
of  the  United  States  upon  Ihe  Republic  of  Heiico,  and  the 
correspondence  which  may  have  occurred  In  reference  to 
the  same. 

LIEUTENANT  D.  C.  BUELL. 

Mr.  BENTON  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  lies  over  one  day,  linder  the  rule: 
Ji«sa(e*d,  That  ths  Prasidcnt  of  the  Unilsd  Snues  be  r«- 


quented  to  communicate  to  the  Senate  a  copy  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  court-martial  in  tlie  case  of  Second  Lieu- 
tenant D.  C,  Bueli,  third  infantry,  and  of  all  orders  and 
papers  in  relation  thereto,  from  the  original  order  for  assem- 
bling the  court  to  the  flnal  order  for  the  "  dispersion"  of  its 
members. 

ENEAS  MUNSON. 

Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  Eneas  Munson  came 
up  for  consideration,  but  waa  again  laid  upon  the 
table. 

ADJOURNMENT  OVER. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  BARROW,  it  was 
Orrferetf,  That  when  the  Senate  sdjuums,  it  adjourn  to 
meet  on  Tuesday  next. 

EXECUTIVE  SESSION. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  WHITE,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  executive  busi- 
ness; and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
doors  were  reopened,  and  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Friday,  Dtcemhtr  23, 1843. 

After  prayer  by  the  Rev.  J.  S.  Tinslet, 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  by  the  Clerk. 

Mr.  ADAMS  ilesired  that  Ihe  Journal  might  be 
amended.  It  was  stated  upon  the  Journal  that 
he  had  been  called  to  order  by  the  Speaker  for 
making  offensive  remarks.  His  own  understand- 
ing of  the  matter  was,  that  he  had  been  called  to 
order  for  irrelevancy  by  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina;  and  he  believed  it  was  upon  that  ground 
that  the  Speaker  had  decided  that  he  was  out  of 
order.  He  certainly  had  not  intended  anything 
offensive,  and  he  did  not  understand  that  it  was 
upon  that  ground  that  he  had  been  called  to  order. 

The  SPEAKER  explained  to  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  that  he  had  been  first  called 
to  order  for  irrelevancy;  and,  being  afterwards 
permitted  to  proceed,  he  was  asain  called  to  order 
for  remarks  that  were  considered  by  the  Chair 
offensive  to  the  House. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  wished  it  stated  upon  the 
Journal  that  he  was  called  to  order  for  irrelevan- 
cy; and  if  the  Speaker  thought  proper,  in  addition 
to  that,  to  have  it  stated  upon  the  Journal  that  he 
bad  been  called  to  order  for  offensive  remarks,  he 
would  have  no  objection. 

The  SPEAKER  put  the  question  upon  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Adams  to  amend  the  Journal;  which 
motion  was  carried  in  Ihe  aflirmative. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Indiana,  rose  to  request  that 
the  Journal  be  amended,  by  inserting  a  motion 
which  he'had  made  (and  which  he  supposed  had 
been  overlooked  by  the  Clerk)  to  refer  the  reso- 
lutions of  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  to  a 
committee  to  be  composed  of  a  member  from 
each  of  the  Slates. 

The  SPEAKER  observed  to  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana,  that  he  had  regarded  it  as  a  mere 
suggestion,  and  not  a  motion;  and  that  the  sug- 
gestion itself  had  been  afterwards  withdrawn. 

Mr.  SMITH  then  withdrew  his  proposition  to 
amend. 

PERSONAL  EXPLAN.'ITION. 

Mr.  FRENCH  said  he  desired  to  make  an  ex- 
planation in  regard  to  certain  remarks  which  were 
attributed  to  him  in  a  newspaper  of  this  morning, 
in  reference  to  petitions  on  the  subject  of  the 
abolition  of  slavery. 

The  SPEAKER  remarked  that  the  gentleman 
could  only  be  allowed  to  proceed  by  consent  of 
the  House;  which  having  been  granted, 

Mr.  FRENCH  said  he  desired  the  indulgence 
of  the  House  in  order  that  he  might  correct  cer- 
tain misrepresentations  which  had  been  made  by 
the  National  Intelligencer  of  his  remarks  on  yes- 
terday. 

That  paper  reported  him  as  having  said,  after 
recitingthat  clause  of  the  Constitution  which  says 
that  "Representatives  and  direct  taxes  shall  be 
apportioned  among  the  several  States  which  are 
or  may  be  included  in  this  Union,  accortiing  to 
thai}  respective  numbers,  which  shall  be  determ- 
ined hj  adding  to  the  whole  number  of  free  per- 
sons, including  those  bound  to  serve  for  a  term 


of  years,  and  excluding  Indians  not  taxed,  thres 
fifths  of  all  other  persons,"  that  that  was  the 
clause  in  virtue  of  which  three  fifths  of  the  slave 
population  of  the  ssuthern  States  were  now  rep- 
resented in  this  House. 

He  certainly  did  not  understand  himself  as 
having  said  anything  of  this  kind.  It  had  never 
been  his  opinion  that  the  slave  population  of  this 
country  was  represented  in  Congress.  Slaves 
were  property;  and  three  fifths  of  their  number 
were  added  to  the  white  population  of  the  State, 
for  the  benefit  of  such  State.  The  addition  to  the 
number  of  the  white  population  of  the  slave  Slates 
was  made  for  the  benefit  of  the  white  population, 
and  not  for  the  benefit  of  the  slaves. 

He  was  also  represented  as  having  said,  in 
speaking  upon  the  subject  of  abolition  petitions, 
that  he  rose  for  the  purpose  of  proving  it  to  be 
unconstitutional  to  receive  such  petitions.  He 
did  not  precisely  recollect  what  his  language 
might  have  been.  He  remembered  distinctly, 
however,  that  he  had  it  in  view  to  discuss,  as  a 
leading  proposition,  the  power  of  Congress  over 
the  subject  of  slavery;  and  what  he  did  say  waa 
certainly  connected  with  that  main  proposition. 

Inasmuch  as,  in  his  view  of  the  question,  Con- 
gress had  no  power  to  abolish  slavery,  they  had 
no  right  to  entertain  any  petition  praying  for  its 
abolition ;  because  to  grant  their  request  would  be 
to  violate  the  Constitution. 

One  other  remark,  and  he  had  done.  He  was 
also  represented  to  have  said,  that  in  the  event  of 
striking  out  this  feature  of  the  Constitution  some 
of  the  slave  States  would  lose  one  half  of  their 
I  population.  He  did  not  understand  himself  as 
j  liaving  made  any  such  remark.  What  he  did  say 
was,  that  if  the  three  fifths  were  taken  away  in 
the  case  of  some  of  the  States,  they  would  be  de- 
prived of  one  half  of  their  representation. 

MEXICAN  INDEHNirr. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion; but  it  was  decided  by  the  Speaker  not  to  be 
in  order,  and  it  was  accordingly  withdrawn: 

Raolcti,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Sutea  be  re- 
quested to  communicate  toUiisHouse,  so  far  as,  in  his  judg- 
ment, the  Bamo  may  be  done  wilhont  prejudiic  to  the  pub- 
lic interest,  any  information  in  hispossesKion  relating  to  the 
clamiH  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  upon  the  Republio 
of  Mexico,  copies  of  such  correspondence  as  may  have  been 
had  in  relerence  to  the  same,  and  his  views  in  regard  to  lbs 
adjustment  and  liquidation  of  said  ciaiois. 

AMENDMENT  OF  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Mr.  HUDSON  inquired  what  was  the  question 
now  before  the  House  ? 

The  SPEAKER  replied,  it  was  upon  the  ref- 
erence of  the  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of 
Massachusetts  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

The  resolutions  are  aa  follows: 

Raohei,  Tiiat  the  following  amendment  to  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  he,  and  hereby  is,  recommended 
to  the  consideration  of  Congress,  to  be  acted  on  according 
to  the  flftli  article.  The  third  clause  of  the  second  aaeUon 
of  the  firstahicic  shall  read  m  the  words  following:  Kepre- 
seniatives  nnd  direct  taxes  shall  be  app4irtinned  among  the 
several  States  which  are  or  liiay  be  included  within  this 
Union  according  to  their  respective  number  of  free  persons, 
including  Indians  not  taxed.  The  actual  enumeration  shall 
be  made  within  two  years  from  the  date  of  the  adoption  of 
this  amendment,  in  the  manner  provided  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  within  every  subsequent  termof  ten  years,  in  such 
manner  as  the  Congress  sliall  by  law  direct.  The  number 
of  Reprcseniatives  shall  not  exceed  one  for  eveiy  thirty 
thouMind,  but  each  State  shall  have  at  least  one  Represent- 
ative. 

RtMhei,  That  his  Excellency  the  anvemor  be  requested 
to  transmit  a  appy  of  the  foregoing  resolve,  and  the  pro- 
posed amendiirnt,  to  each  of  tiie  Senators  and  members  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  tliis  Commonwealth  in  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States. 

RtKltti,  That  his  Excellency  the  Governor  be  requested 
to  Iraosinit  a  copy  of  the  said  resolve  and  amendment  10 
the  Executives  of  the  United  States  and  of  the  several  States. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  New  York,  claimed  the  right  of 
addressing  the  House  upon  this  question,  having 
obtained  the  floor  previous  to  the  adjournment 
yesterday,  but  gave  way  to 

Mr.  ADAMS,  who  said  the  Speaker  would 
recollect  that  about  two  hours  of  the  time  of  the 
House  was  yesterday  occupied  by  a  debate  of  an 
extremely  interesting  nature — which  was,  how- 
ever, entirely  aside  from  the  proposition  before 


Digitized  by 


Google 


60 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


Dccemler  22, 


the  House.  That  delinte  wns  first  commenced 
by  tilt  gentleman  iVoni  Virijiiiirt,  [Mr.  Wise,]  who 
wiahcd  to  make  a  xpecial  comniunicalion  lo'thc 
House,  and  requested  the  reporters  particularly 
to  ta'iCe  notice  of  what  he  said.  It  required  the 
general  consent  of  the  House,  and  generol  consent 
was  given;  and  the  genileninn  took  as  much  time 
a*  he  thought  necessary  to  communicate  to  the 
House  what  his  ideas  and  opinions  were;  and, 
immediately  arierward8,nH0ihrrgcnilcman  asked 
for  the  same  induljjence,  and  it  was  allowed  to 
him,  and  to  three  or  lour  or  lire  others. 

Mr.  ICING,  of  New  York,  called  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  to  ordi'r. 

Mr.  ADAMS  being  pernii>ied,by  general  con- 
tent, to  proceed,  said  that  h«  was  going  on  to 
state  what  took  place  yesterday;  and  he  enter- 
tained the  hope  that  the  same  indulgence  which 
had  been  granted  to  others  would  lie  extended  lo 
him.     While  the  dehnlv  was  siill  going  on  hururc 
the  adjournment  on   yosterduy,  tlie   geiitlumau 
from  New  York  [Mr.  Davis]  rosi-  and  addrrssied    ' 
the  Chair;  but  his  address  wns  cut  i>n°  by  the  ad-  i| 
journmeni.     The  genllemnn  hud  ngnin  risen  t'ur '! 
the  purpose  of  addressing  the  IIousi',nnd  hc(Mr.  |i 
A.)  wished  to  say  that,  reserving  lo  himself  the  |l 
right  to  remind  the  House  of  the  position  in  which  |i 
lie  was  placed  yesterday,  and  reserving  to  him-  ij 
■elfllic  right  to  claim  the  same  Indulsence  which    ' 
had  been  extended  to  oilier  members  upon  that   ! 
floor,  he  was  perfectly  willing  lliat  lhi:!:enlleinan    j 
from  New  York  should  hare  ihc  same  indulseuce;  {' 
Olid  indeed,  fur  his  own  part,  he  would  be  iilud  to  |: 
■ee  it  extended  to  every  nicinbur  of  the  House.  i| 
The  debate  itself  was  extremely  interesting,  and    | 
involved [• 

Mr.  KING  again  called  the  gentleman  from  .1 
Massachusetts  to  order.  |l 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  said  that,  if  the  gen-  |' 
tieman  from  Muasachusetls  would  allow  him,  I, 
lie  would  offer  a  resoluliun  that  would  exactly  ; 
meet  his  views,  by  throwing  the  debute  open  to  'i 
kll. 

The  SPEAKER  informed  the  genUeman  from  il 
Pennsylvania  that  the  resolution  could  not  here-  I. 
ceived  but  by  general  consent.  I 

Objections  being  made,  it  was  not  received. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  Huppofcd,  from  the  re-  ' 
fatal  lo  receive  ihe  resolution,  that  it  was  not  the  ■ 
wish  of  the  House  that  the  debute  should  pro- 
ceed, and  that  he  should  be  precludeil  from  taking 
any  notice  whatever  of  the  remarks  nf  gentlemen  ! 
who  had  addressed  Ihe  Houseon  the  subject,  and  i 
from  expressing  to  the  House  his  views  in  rela-  [ 
lion  to  the  memorial  of  the  Massachusetts  Le-  : 
gislaturc.  I 

Mr.  THOMASSON  moved   that  the  gentle-  ! 
man  have  leave  to  express  his  views  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  asked  if  tliat  motion  was  open  | 
to  debate.'  i 

The  SPEAKER  s^iid  that,  strictly  speaking,  | 
the  debate  wa*  not  in  order,  without  leave  of  the  I 
House.  ' 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  asked  what  wns  the  regu-  : 
lar  business  before  the  House.'  [ 

The  SPEAKER  re|>lied,  it  was  the  reception 
of  pelilinna  from  th ;  States.  I 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  moved  that  the  rules  be  sus-  i 
pendcd,  to  allow  the  gentleman  from  Musaachu- 1 
setts  to  proceed.  I 

Mr.  ADAMS  expressed  a  wish  lo  make  some  I 
remarks  on  the  resuluiinns  before  the  I  louse;  and  i 
especially  asagentleman  on  ihc  other  side  charged  ! 
him  with  arresting  the  progress  of  the  business  | 
of  the  Honse.  I 

The  SPEAKER  informed  the  gentleman  that  ' 
permission  could  only  be  granted  by  a  susjiension  ! 
uf  the  rules,  and  a  vote  of  two  thirds. 

Mr.  ADAMS  would  not  ask  for*  suspension  ' 
of  the  rules.  He  would  rather  forego  his  remarks  ' 
than  arrest  the  progress  of  pciitions.  ! 

The  SPEAKER  then  announced  the  question  | 
to  be  on  the  motion  to  refer  the  resolutions  lo  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  desired  the  subject  to  go 
over,  as  be  wished  to  debate  it. 

Mr.  BELSER  asked  if  it  was  in  order  to  move 
to  lay  the  subject  on  the  table. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  it  was. 

Mr.  BELSER  moved  to  lay  the  subject  on  the 
table,  and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  it.   ■ 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  New  York,  claimed  the  right 
to  the  floor. 


Mr.  C.  JOIIN.SON'  insisted  that  the  subject 
must  go  ovpr,  on  notice  of  debate. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  the  subject  was  up  yester- 
day; and  had  already  gone  over  till  to-day;  and 
he  knew  of  no  rule  by  which  petitions  and  me- 
morials must  go  over  every  lime  a  member  gives 
notice  of  an  intention  to  debate  it. 

The  SPEAKER  reminded  the  gentleman  that 
the  subject  must  go  ovi>r  if  debate  arose  on  it. 

Mr.  BARNARD  did  not  understand  the  gen- 
tleman from  'i'etinesare  us  being  himself  desirous 
of  debating  the  question. 

The  SPE.AKEIl  said  that  if  nogenlteman  was 
desirous  uf  debating  i:,  the  question  would  be 
taken. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  New  York,  claimed  the  floor, 
and  said  lie  was  desirous  of  debatineihe  question. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  he  h.id  informed  the 
House  that  if  any  gentleman  was  desirr.us  of  de- 
bating the  queiuinn,  it  mu."!  go  over.  The  gen- 
tleman from  i  enni-ssee  insisted  that  the  subject 
must  go  over;  and  iit  thi.5  stage  the  gentleman 
from  Al:ibniiin  moved  lo  lay  it  on  the  table. 

Mr.  IIUO.SON  uHked  if  it  was  in  order  to  lay 
the  siilijoct  (III  thi!  lable,  after  several  gentlempii 
had  yeslcrdiiy  expressed  their  views  on  il,  while 
th''re  wcri'  oihor.i  who  wislicd  In  reply. 

The  SPEAKER  s.iid  it  would  be  in  order. 

Mr.  C.\nROLL  said  be  understood  that  a  mo- 
tion had  been  made  to  allow  the  gentleman  from 
MiissrtcbuROiis  to  proceed. 

The  SPEAKER  8.iid  that  a  motion  was  made 
to  allow  the  gi'iiik'tuan  to  proceed;  but  that  mo- 
tion requiring  a  suspension  nf  the  rules,  and  a 
v>ite  of  two  lliirda,  the  gentleman  from  Miisaa- 
chu^rttM  said  that  he  did  not  desire  the  rules  to 
be  suspendi'd. 

Mr.  CARROLL  said  he  ilid  not  understand 
th:<t  the  motion  to  nlluw  the  geiitlenmu  to  proceed 
bed  I'een  wiilidiHWii. 

Tliei>PEAIvER  ri'plied  that  the  motion  was 
m.ide  wliile  ilie  genllemnn  from  Massacbusetts 
wns  on  the  floor;  and,  without  his  permission,  the 
motion  wns  not  in  order.  Thegenilemaii  himself 
stating  that  he  did  not  desire  the  rubs  to  be  sus- 
pended, ili»  moiii'ii  fell  to  the  ground. 

Mr.  CARROLL  ilifii  moved  that  ibe  genlle- 
mnn Ijoin  Mii<iHiii-lius<'iis  have  leave  to  proceed. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  luoiinn  was  not 
in  order,  the  nioiiiiii  to  lay  the  subjv-ct  on  the  ta- 
ble baviiri  prf<id''nii'. 

Mr.  BELSER  wiihJrew  his  motion  to  lay  the 
subject  on  the  laUlf. 

Mr.  HUDSON  moved  that  Mr.  AD.VMa  have 
leave  to  prori'rd. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
whieh,  bi'ing  oiden-d,  the  quesiiuii  was  kikeli; 
and  resulied — yens  ]f23,  nays  4G;  as  follows: 

VEA8— Mf»-r*.  Ail.-illK.  Unninser,  Onniaril.  Bcnnlrlcy, 

llul'^br,  Ucui Mtilufk,  Jaiiii*.'  [tliiek,  Juriilk  Uriiik-rrlintf, 

itoiil>ifnil.  .A-ir>>(i  V.  IVdWn.  MiUi>a  llrnwii,  VViiliiuii  J. 
Itrou-ii,  ltutti.i:jtf>ii.  Hurl,  crulclwt-ll,  Curv.  I 'nrrolt.  C.itiin, 

Ri'lll t-'itlllHIDia,  i;itltlnIi.|J|i||M,||;|||,(;„:|;||),..r,  <.*ini|,i|ill|, 

Cri)>t(,  ll.ui:t,  (aiirrft;  Davi ',  Itirliaril  II.  Davi.-:.  Joliu  \V. 
UnvU,  L>-'li.Trv,  Delict.  IlicUvy,  Diotiiiisoii,  Uillmslmili, 
DfiiUln".  Elli!*.  Fftrl,*!',  l^toivliii,  Fi»li,  l''««»I,  Khsut.  rrciirli, 
l-'rick.  (■i.l.lui!!-',  t;<liiiiT,  t\  lUis  tiff  I'll.  Gritlcr,  IIuIp,  llar- 
ilili,  ILlip'-r,  III  ul^>y,  lli-rrick,  lloluicH,  ll<>i;e,  lliilibrll, 
Ililili'On,  lluiiiiiTliiril,  (Vasliiiii'tiiu  llilul,  J.un^i  B.  Ililiit, 
i:iiarl<')<  J.  Iiist^r:4«ill,  Joscpli  It.  lii^fri.oll,  Irviii,  Joiik^, 
IVrluy  B.  Joliii-<m.  Atiilmv  JiiliiiKnn,  Kciiiirrty.  Daiiit'l  I*. 
K1112.  (.iMxiaril,  ft|.-i;i*-llard,  .MfClfriiaiiil,  Mc'U.>well,  Mc 
llvaiiic,  .Mt-Kny.  .Marelt,  IMwanl  J.  Morris,  Jihu^fiti  Morriti, 
Mi»ri«f,  M'wclry,  Ovvfii,  I'limtf^iiirr,  Pattcnciin,  rotiii,  I'uy- 
toii,  Pltieiiiv  Ulivlta  tt.  r<Mt,-r,  Uuilibiiii.  UnyutT,  CliarlcM 
M.  11  TC'fl,  ICithT,  Knliiiiynii,  Hog(.r.<,  RuiiM'll.  :5t.  Jitllll, 
biun|tl<',  riuiiii(lur9.  .SrlltMicli,  8eiiter,  Seveniiice.  Tltoiua:! 
II.  Scyinimr,  Davnl  L.  Siyimmr,  Simpjuii.  Allied  .<<inilh, 
ItulHTl  Siiiiili.  S;»  itlicii-.  .^it-tyiia,  Atidri'w  rfltjwart,  Sloiitf, 
'r.iyU*r  TiiiMiia«Miti.  'ril>liutt4,  Titileii,  Vance,  Vniimeter, 
Viiitoa.  VVcllcf.  Wcniworii),  Wlirnloti.  VVIiilc,  Wilkiiiv, 
IVinllirop,  Williniii  Wri'lu.  aiiH  Jo-cpli  A.  VVriglil— 1^. 

N AViS— .Mu8-rs.  GilwanI  J.  Black, Jaini'a  A.BIack,  Bluck- 
wcll,  llojgicr.  Dowi-r,  Uowliii,  Boyd,  Burkf,  Au-iusltu  A. 
I'liapinan,  I'lintoii.  i;nl)b,  Culloni,  Daiitfl,  Dawt'oa,  Denn, 
Ouiicnn,  liyrain  Grrcti,  llaniljn,  llai-ali(ou,  llopkini*,  Hu- 
kird,  lliielH'if.  Jaiiiesoa,  Cave  Johiwin,  Goorfic  \V.  Joni'S, 
lVi*»lnn  Kins,  Ktrkpatriek,  ijabmnctie,  I«i*wi«,  Liioai', 
nnnijiktri.  IVIcC'atMlen,  Maclny,  IVfcCoiiiii'tl,  Mdihew#, 
MtMire,  Norri«.  Kmery  D.  Poller,  David  S.  held,  Itedins, 
Simons,  Slidel),Tiiomas  Siiiiili,  Caleb  B,  Smitli,  Steeurod, 
Joliii  Stewart,  s?tilc;f,  and  WuoiiwarU — 46. 

Mr.  ADAMS,  after  stating  the  indifl'crcnce  he 
felt  wiid  respect  to  the  reference  of  the  paper  be- 
fore the  House,  and  his  desire  to  be  omitted  from 
any  committee  10  which  it  might  be  referred,  said 
that  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wise] 
yesterday  rose  and  called  the  atienlion  of  the 
House  to  what  he  was  about  to  say,  and  the  at- 
tention of  llie  reporters  to  it  also ;  and  then  declared 


ihat  he  renounced  forcvi-r  this  war  which  lie  said 
had  been  going  on  here  for  several  years  on  this 
subject;  and  that  ho,  for  one,  was  nick  of  this 
war.  Dot  then  a  gentleman  from  the  highest 
pitch  of  southern  chivalry  [Mr.  Holmes]  roae 
and  declared  that,  if  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
was  disposed  to  cease  this  war,  he  was  not;  but 
that  he  would  continue  the  war,  rally  all  his  forces, 
and  make  battle.  He  (Mr.  A.)  regretted  exceed- 
ingly that  this  most  martial,  most  belligerdfit  fig- 
ure should  hqvc  been  adopted  by  either  of  those 
gentlemen.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia  did  say 
this  was  not  the  place  for  such  battles;  and  what 
he  said  was  |icrfccily  true.  This  is  not  the  place 
for  battles  of  any  kind;  this  it  the  place  for  itehl>- 
eraiinn — for  the  delilieraiion  of  friends  and  broth- 
ers, memliera  of  one  great  nation,  all  having  one 
great  and  common  interetl,  and  all  having  at 
hoart  a  passionate  detire  for  the  good  of  the 
v/hole  rnnnlry.  Such,  he  hoped,  would  be  the 
"  liattles,"  or  anything  in  the  nature  of  mutual 
opposition,  between  the  diflerem  parta  of  the 
country  represented  on  thit  floor.  He  had  al- 
ways so  lio|>ed,  and  he  atill  so  hoped,  notwitli- 
siaiidliig  the  inarlial  attitudes  assumed  by  the 
geiiileman  from  Souih  Carolina,  and  in  part  by 
the  gHiiilpman  from  Virginia  himself,  who,  al- 
though he  had  announced  that  he  had  relinquished 
the  war — although  he  had  said  That  he  would  no 
longer  hold  the  post  in  thit  House,  which  he  had 
occupied  for  several  years — said  that  he  wouU 
lake  another  position. 

The  gcnth-m.-in  from  Virginia  had  never  acted 
with  more  wisdom  in  his  life,  than  he  bad  done 
on  ibis  occasion  of  the  abandonment  of  hit  posi- 
tion; for  the  position  wat  not  lennble,  and  the 
people  of  the  nation  will  not  support  those  who 
hold  it,  and  to  whom  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia had  given  tlie  signal  for  il>  surrender.  That 
position  is  not  tenable,  thank  God  Almighty;  the 
position  of  a  represeuuitive  body,  undertaking  to 
dicute  to  their  consliiuentt,  the  sovereign  people, 
what  they  shall  do,  and  turning  nut  of  doors 
every  petitioner  who  comet  and  ai>ks  them  to  do 
that  which  they  do  not  think  proper  to  grant. 
But  in  saying  this,  I  wish  to  remind  my  friend 
from  South  Ouroliiia,lhat  I  ho|>c  he  will  strip  olT 
his  tirinor  cap-3-int;  that  he  will  throw  aside  his 
epaulets;  Ihat  ho  will  take  ufl°liit  sword,  though 
it  may  lie  as  great  a  sword  as  that  of  Durandarte, 
of  the  age  uf  chivalry — though  it  may  be  a  tword 
capable  of  performiivg  greater  miraclet  ih^  that 
of  Orlando  Amoroso  or  Orlando  Furioso  either, 
[laughter,]  and  agree  with  bis  friend  from  Vir- 
ginia, that  this  is  not  the  place  for  braiidiahing 
that  sword. 

He  then  proceeded  tn  say  that  the  gentleman 
who  spoke  yesterday,  after  holding  out  the  ter- 
rific and  the  most  alurmin:  threat  to  the  northern 
portion  of  this  Union,  10  which  he  had  alluded, 
dtrlari'il  that  they  stood  upon  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  Slates,  and,  by  implication,  if  not 
by  direct  motion,  thaltlje  abolition  petitions — for 
thi'V  referred  not,  they  affirmed,  to  the  subject 
before  the  House — the  resolves  of  the  Legislature 
of  Ma'sachusetis,  but  the  abolition  petitions 
wlfich  had  formed  Ihe  subject  of  their  remarks — 
were  a  violation  nf  the  Constitution.  Pciitions 
a  violation  of  the  Constitution  t  That  was  what 
it  had  come  to;  and  the  gentlemen,  all  of  them, 
in  the  midst  of  a  fury,  a  military  fury,  [laughter,] 
— all  declared  that  they  were  most  deeply,  from 
Ihe  bottom  nf  their  souls,  attached  to  the  Consti- 
tution nf  this  Union;  and  they  seemed  to  intimate 
that  the  Legislature  of  Mastachutetts,  which  had 
passed  these  resolves — though  the  gentlemen  did 
not  seem  to  refer  to  them,  but  particularly  to  Ab- 
olitionists, who  tend  peiilioni  10  thit  Houte — 
were  not  aitached  to  the  Union.  He  wat  not 
there  to  answer  for  the  purposes  or  the  views  of 
any  abolition  toclety,  or  of  any  individual  Aboli- 
tionist. He  was  in  one  sense  an  Abolitionist 
himself— that  sense  in  which  Thomas  Jefferson 
was  an  Abolitionist  when, in  the  seventy-seventh 
year  of  his  life,  he  deiil'erately  committed  to  pa- 
per the  opinion,  and  addressed  it  lo  all  the  slave- 
holders of  thit  Union,  that  abolition  waa'  a  tbinf; 
which  they  must  grant,  and  the  sooner  the  better. 
Whoever  would  take  up  the  worba  of  Mr.  JeSer- 
ton  would  find  the  words  he  quoted.  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son taid  fate  had  destined  that  the  people  should 
be  free.  I'^te  I  He  would  change  the  word^nd 
say  the  .God  of  ncrture  has  destined  that  the^o- 
ple  shall  bo  free;  and  he  will  make  it  free  in  hit 
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own  )(ood  time.    He  did  not  expect  it  to  be  in 
(lis  day. 

Ill  the  same  sense,  then,  in  which  Thnmas  Jef- 
ferson was  an  oUohtioniHt,  and  an  nbolitiunist  all 
his  life,  he  was  an  abolitionist;  and  he  hoped  the 
day  would  come  when  slavery  would  be  a  word 
without  a  meaning — when  there  would  be  no  such 
thing  as  a  slave  on  the  face  of  the  earth.  He  con- 
sidered it  as  the  consummation  of  the  Christian 
religion.  Then  would  be  the  lime  when  the  linn 
should  lie  down  with  the  lamb;  then  would  be 
the  time  when  all  the  glorious  prophecies  of  the 
Old  Testament,  which  were  renewed  by  Jesus 
Christ  when  on  hjs  rnission  to  this  world,  would 
be  fulfilled;  and  when  all  the  inhabitnhts  of  this 
globe  would  approach  nearer  and  nearer  to  the 
nature  of  nngela  than  they  were  at  this  time.  In 
that  sense  he  was  an  abolitionist;  but  as  a  mem- 
ber of  any  abolition  society  of  this  country,  at 
this  time,  lie  was  not,  nor  ever  had  been,  an  al>o- 
liiionist. 

He  believed,  nevertheless,  that  those  societies — 
the  abolition  societies  and  the  anti-slavery  soci- 
eties of  this  country,  many  of  whom  haii  passed 
severe  condemnation  upon  him — were  composed, 
the  great  mass  of  ihein,  of  men  of  ns  much  virtue 
and  as  much  intelligence,  and  as  much  rectitude 
of  principle,  and  as  mur.h  patriotism,  warm  nnd 
ardent  patriotism,  as  any  members  on  this  floor; 
but  as  to  the  measures  which  they  had  pursued, 
and  intended  to  pursue,  in  their  object,  he  be- 
lieved them  to  be  greatly  mistaken.  He  believed 
tlieir  tendency  was  to  retard  that  blessed  dny 
which  they  ail  were  striving  to  hasten.  He  de- 
pended upon  none  of  them;  he  held  communica- 
tion with  very  few  of  them;  he  held  his  opinions 
from  God  and  his  own  judgment;  he  held  his 
opinion  from  the  Declaration  of  Independence, 
which  he  believed  still  hung  up  in  this  Hall, 
[turning  towards  the  place  where  it  was  sus- 
pended,] however  any  portion  of  it  might  have 
lieen  turned  out  of  doors  in  practice. 

But  in  siiying  this,  he  wished  to  make  no  un- 
meaning or  significant  professions  of  atiacJiment- 
either  to  the  liberties  of  this  country  or  to  the 
union  of  this  country.  He  wished  the  union  of 
this  country  to  last  forever;  nnd,  as  one  of  the 
means  of  the  preservation  of  their  liberty  and 
their  union  forever,  he  wished  for  the  abolition 
of  slavery  throughout  this  Union.  He  believed 
that  to  be  indispensable;  and  lie  was  of  opinion 
it  would  turn  out  and  be  proved  to  be  so;  but  he 
wished  it  to  be  done  peaceably,  quietly,  by  the 
will  of  those  who  held  their  fellow-men  in  bond- 
age, convinced  {atjta  believed  they  would  be  in 
the  bpse  of-  time)  that  it  was  for  their  own  in- 
terest as  much  as  for  the  happiness  of  those  who 
would  then  be  disenthralled.  He  wished  to  make 
no  interference  with  the  institutions  of  the  South; 
be  wished  to'have  nothing  to  do  with  them;  and 
that  was  the  prayer  of  the  petition,  the  reception 
of  which  had  been  laid  on  the  table;  and  that 
would  be  the  prayer  of  many  that  would  be  pre- 
sented, like  those  which  had  been  referred  to  the 
Judiciary  Committee.  The  petitions  even  from 
the  Abolitionists  of  the  North  prayed  that  they 
might  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  institution  of 
slavery  in  the  southern  States.  What  ther  have 
demanded  is,  that  the  Congress  of  the.  ITnited 
States  should  liberate  them  from  all  connection 
whatever  with  it.  They  ask  to  be  released  from 
theburdenof  carry ing such  laws  intoeflect,  which 
they  find  to  be  too  onerous  upon  them.  He  wished 
it  tQ  be  understood,  therefore,  that  he  disclaimed 
all  purpose,  or  intention,  or  desire,  to  interfere 
witli  the  institutions  of  the  South;  and  that  he 
entertained  as  strong  and  ardent  a  desire  for  the 
continuance  of  this  Union  as  any  member  of  that 
House,  or  as  spy  individual  in  this  community; 
he  believed  such  was  the  feeling  of  the  great  mass 
of  the  people  whom  he  had  the  honor  to  repre- 
sent; and  he  believed  it  was  the  desire  of  the 
Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  which  passed  those 
resolutions.  The  time  had  been,  when,  for  pre- 
senting a  petition  tksking  Congress  peaceably  to 
take  measures  for  dissolving  this  Union,  he  was 
brought  before  Congress  as  a  criminal,  as  a  cul- 
prit, and  as  guilty  of  constructive  treason,  and 
of  perjury,  or  of  subornation  of  perjury.  Was 
that  an  assault  upon  the  institutions  of  the  South  > 
It  was  a  simple  petition,  to  which  those  individ- 
uals who  signet!  it  had  been  induced  to  attach 
their  names  uy  the  obstinate  persevtrance  of  that 
House  in  refusing  to  receive  their  previous  peti- 


l|  tions.  Hecould  tell  the  members  from  the  South, 
i{  if  they  did  not  know  ii,  that  the  obstinate  refusal 
"  to  receive  conaiilutinnal  petitions  was  one  of  the 
i'  causes  wliich  had  weakened  the  attachment  fur 
'i  the  Union  in  the  North  and  Northwest  portion 

I  of  it.  . 

I I  The  abandonment  of  the  rule  he  considered 
,1  one  of  the  moat  fortunate  things  for  the  Union 
j   that  had  ever  taken  place.     It  had  taken  away 
1 1  from  a  portion  of  the  people  the  right  to  soy  to 
:i  another  portion.  You  ore  enslaved;  your  peti- 
tions are  rejected;  you  are  turned  out  of  doora 
when  yon  go  to  Congress  to  ask  for  a  redress 
of  your  grievances;  what  is  this  Union  to  you 
under  such  circumstances.'   These  were  the  argu- 
ments used  both   in  the  North  and   Northwest; 
and  he  would  take  no  further  proof  than  was  pre- 
sented by  the  vote  given  on  the  second  dsy  of  the 
session  on  the  question  of  retaining  those  rules. 
There  was,  it  was  true,  a  portion  of  the  Repre- 
sentatives from  the  free  people  there  who  adhered 
to  those  rules  pertinaciously.     The  gentleman 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  WellerI  yesterday  made  an  ex- 
ceedingly animated  speech  in  favor  of  them;  and 
that  gentleman  said  he  represented  the  opinions 

ll  of  the  people  of  his  district;  but  would  he  say 
i|  that  he  represented  the  opinions  of  the  people  of 
!'  Ohio?  No,  he  could  not;  for  on  the  second  day 
of  the  session,  when  he  made  a  motion  to  strike 
out  the  obnoxious  rule,  thirteen  members  from 
Ohio, ootof  eighteen,  fresh  from  the  people,  voted 
with  him  to  rescind  that  rule.  Did  the  gentleman 
[Mr.  Weller]  say  those  ihirtcen  did  not  repre- 
sent  the  opinions  of  their  constituents  as  faith- 
'I  fully  and  ns  truly  as  thnt  gentleman  represented 
',  the  opinions  of  his  consiiiuents?  And  how  was 
:  it  with  the  State  of  New  York  ?  Why,  twentv- 
'I  seven  nut  of  thirty-two  voted  to  rescind  that  rule. 
I  Their  votes  were  on  record;  they  were  in  black 
and  white;  and  they  were  the  votes  of  Represent- 
atives who  were  fresh  from  the  people.  Yes, 
twenty-seven  out  of  thirty-two. 
A  Voice.  Thiriy-four. 
Mr.  ADA.M8.  New  York  has  thirty-four  Rep- 
resentatives, but  there  were  only  thirty-two  that 
voted  on  that  question.  Well,  how  was  it  with 
Pennsylvania,  whose  moito  in  other  days  was 
"  virtue,  liberty,  and  independence  I"  Why, 
twelve  out  of  twenty  voted  with  him,  though  he 
confessed  the  "  peace-maker"  [Mr.  C.  J.  Inoek- 
soll]  was  not  one  of  them.  [Laughter.]  There 
were  twelve  out  of  twenty  from  Pennsylvania, 
thirteen  out  of  eighteen  from  Ohio,  and  twenty- 
seven  out  of  thirty-two  from  New  York.  The 
gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Weller]  must  not 
say,  then  —  though  lie  is  an  eloquent  man,  and 
makes. stump  speeches  by  which  he  convinces  his 
constituents — that,  therefore,  the  people  of  the 
North  and  the  North  west  are  in  favor  of  that  rule. 
No;  it  was  no  such  thing.  The  people  of  the  North 
and  the  Northwest — he  spoke  fur  the  people  of 
New  York,  Pennsylvania,  and  Ohio,  whose  opin- 
ions he  had  a  recent  opportunity  personally  to  as- 
certain— were, as  mightlje  seen  by  the  proportions 
in  which  their  Representatives  had  voted, against 
that  rule.  He  knew  it;  he  had  been  told  it  by  them- 
selves,and  in  a  manner  which  spoke  for  the  reality 
of  their  opinions.  With  one  voice,  on  his  recent 
visit  amongst  them,  they  treated  him  as  if  he  were 
a  child  returned  to  his  father's  family;  and  all  unan- 
imously gave,  as  their  reason,  that  he  had  been 
the  champion  of  the  right  of  [letition.  He  stood 
upon  that  ground;  he  had  stood  upon  that  ground 
in  this  world,  and  he  would  sianil  on  that  ground 
after  his  death,  before  his  God  for  mercy. 

But  the  gentleman  had  intimated  that  it  was 
nnconstitutional.  He  would  ask  his  friend  from 
South  Carolina  [Mr.  Holmes]  whether  he  recol- 
lected the  decision  of  Judge  William  Johnson,  in 
the  case  of  a  native  of  Rhode  Island,  a  citizen  of 
that  State,  who  was  imprisoned,  bound,  and  he 
knew  not  but  scourged  also,  in  the  State  of  South 
Carolina,  for  having  a  dark  complexion  .'  « 

Mr.  HOLMES  said  he  remembered  the  case; 
and  he  remembered  that,  after  the  judge  had  pro- 
nounced his  decision,  the  cose  was  carriedf  up 
a^ain,  and  the  then  Attorney  General,  Mr.  Ber- 
rien, who  is  now  in  the  Senate,  gave  an  opinion 
upon  the  validity  of  the  course  token  by  the  judge, 
and  luataininp;  the  constitutionality  of  that  law; 
and  thnt  opinion  was  confirmed  by  the  sanction 
of  the  Government;  nnd  the  law  for  imprisoning 
persons  of  color  who  come  into  the  State  of  South 
Carolina  wob  declared  to  be  valid,  and,  by  the 


blessing  of  God,  it  was  still  in  existence,  nnd 
ready  to  be  enforced  against  lhoni\  who  entered 
thatsjtate  toexccuie  their  incendiary  purposes. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  And  so,sir,  it  appears  that,  after 
the  decision  of  the  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States,  himself  o  native  of  South  Car- 
olina, thi.H  low,  within  the  Stale  of  South  Caro- 
lina, was  so  unainsiitutinnal  that  it  would  not 
bear  an  argument;  six  or  seven  ypors  afterwords 
the  Attorney  General  gives  an  opinion  that  it  is 
conslitulional.  Is  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney 
General  of  the  United  Stales  the  law  of  the  land? 
I  hove  always  understood  that  in  other  cases,  the 
opinion  of  the  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and 
the  opinion  of  the  judge  of  the  circuit  court,  if 
unnppealcd  from,  was  the  law  of  the  land;  and  I 
believe  myself,  as  conscientiously  as  I  believe 
that  the  sun  will  rise  to-morrow  morningj  that 
that  decision  of  William  Johnson  is,  to  this  day, 
the  law  of  the  land;  ohd  tliot  the  law  of  South 
Carolina  was  so  unconstitutional  that  it  would  not 
even  bear  an  argument. 

But,  08  my  friend  from  South  Carolina  recol- 
lects this  cose,  I  will  inquire  whether  he  rccollecta 
another,  where  the  judge  of  the  State  of  South- 
Carolina,  pronouncing  o  decision  upon  a  point 
connected  with  it,  declared  that,  even  if  the  law 
of  South  Carolina  should  produce  a  dissolution 
of  the  Union,  it  ought  nevertheless  to  be  adhered 
to. 

Mr.  HOLMES  said  he  perfectly  well  remem- 
bered having  said — and  he  hod  never  yet  seen  any 
reason  for  changing  that  opinion — that  in  cose  the 
low  of  South  Carolina  were  to  be  repealed,  and 
on  influx  of  that  class  of  persons  were  to  be  per- 
mitted, he  thought  then,  and  still  thought,  with  all 
the  solemnity  expressed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  that  the  quicker  the  Union  was 
dissolved  peaceably,  and  southern  rights  and 
southern  interests  and  southern  property  were 
moinioined,  the  better.  He  remembered  it  well, 
and  hod  had  no  reason  to  repent  the  declaration. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  I  am  satisfied,  sir.  The  gen- 
tleman sdmits  that  he  did  put  in  issue  the  exist- 
ence of  the  Union.  Now,  I  will  not  ask  the  gentle- 
man how  he  voted  upon  a  certain  petition  for  the 
dissolution  of  the  Union?  What,  then,  is  the 
Union  worth  in  thcevent  of  theexistence  of  such 
a  law?  After  the  issue  made  by  the  gentleman 
between  the  existence  of  the  Union  and  the  law 
of  South  Carolina,  I  do  not  see  how  the  gentle- 
man could  vote  upon  the  petition  for  a  dissolu- 
tion of  the  Union  upon  the  some  ground,  at  the 
very  time  when  I  am  charged  with  treason,  per- 
jury, or  subornation  of  perjury.  But  I  do  not 
hold  it  to  be  material. 

Sir,  another  effort  has  been  made  since  that 
time — not  by  the  d^ision  of  the  judge  of  the  Su- 
preme Court,  but  by  negotiations  with  a  foreign 
Power — to  save  from  that  species  of  oppression 
the  colored  mariners  in  our  merchant  service — 
the  cooks  and  stewards  of  our  merchant  vessels. 
And  this  enormous  danger,  against  which  is  to 
be  put  the  existence  of  the  Union  itself — tliat 
danger  which  is  so  terrible  in  the  eyes  of  the  mil- 
itary gentleman  from  South  Carolina— what  is  it? 
Why,  that  the  State  of  South  Corolino  cannot 
maintain  her  power  over  her  slaves,  because, 
now  and  then,  cooks  and  stewards  of  merchant 
vessels  come  and  remain  vtithin  her  territory  a 
few  days  together.  No;  tliey  must  nab  those 
unfortunate  colored  seamen,  the  subjects  of  my 
Stote.  They  must  also  negotiate  with  a  foreign 
Power  upon  the  subject. 

Sir,  the  people  of  the  Stale  of  South  Carolina, 
as  well  ns  of  the  Union,  have  hod  to  deal  with  a 
foreign  Power;  and  long  after  the  time  of  which 
I  speak,  another  remonstrance  was  made  by  the 
British  Consul  in  South  Carolina,  and  on  exertion 
was  made  toobtoin  the  repeal  of  that  low;  and  in 
the  course  of  the  correspondence  there  was  some- 
thing like  a  threat — which  we  ore  so  unwilling  to 
hear  from  o  foreign  Power — something  like  a 
threat  that  it  might  produce  a  quarrel. 

Sir,  another  gentleman  of  South  Carolina — a 
gentleman  of  high  distinction — for  whose  mem- 
ory I  beg  to  express  my  regard — the  late  Attorney 
General  of  the  United  States,  in  a  letter  which  he 
wrote  to  the  British  consul,  said:  "  Sir,  we  hove 
made  every  exertion  to  repeal  the  low ;  and  though 
I  should  regret  if  war  should  be  the  consequence, 
I  am  sorry  to  say  that  the  endeavor  is  altogether 
unavoihng."  This  was  the  declaration  of  a  gen- 
tleman holding  a  high  official  station  in  South 
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Carolina.  Whether  the  law  was  constitutional 
ornot,  the  judge  pronounced  it  80  unconstitutional 
that  it  would  not  bear  an  argument.  The  State 
of  South  Carolina  haa  declared,  by  the  genlleman 
now  before  me,  and  the  Attorney  Oencral  of  the 
Unitei^ States  has  stated,. that  if  a  dissolution  of 
the  Union  on  one  hand,  and  the  violation  of  a 
treaty  and  war  with  Great  Britain  on  the  other, 
should  be  the  consequence,  the  Stale  would  sooner 
undergo  the  dissolution  or  the  war,  than  give  up 
this  unconstitutional  act.  I  hope,  sir,  that  the 
circumstances  which  I  have  now  Mated  to  the 
House  will  go  forth  to  the  whole  country.  I  hope 
that  this  debate  will  be  reported,  so  that  every 
roan,  woman, and  child  that  can  read,  thoughout 
this  whole  Union,  will  read  it. 

I  have  related  these  facts,  which  are  attempted 
to  be  explained  by  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  as  I'ar  as  related  to  himself;  and  any- 
body who  will  take  the  tfouble  to  look  into  the 
documents,  will  find  the  other  parts  of  the  story 
are  fully  verified;  and  the  gentleman  admits  that 
part  relating  to  himself  to  be  true.  Now,  I  do 
not  wish  to  enter  into  the  question  with  the  gen- 
tleman as  to  whether  the  opinion  of  the  judge  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  delivered  from  the  liench,  or 
the  opinions  of  a  ministerial  officer,  six  or  seven 
years  afterwards,  are  to  be  testa  and  standards  of 
constitutional  law.  I  say  that  the  people  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, and  the  people  of  all  other  States  in 
this  Union,  have  a  right  to  consider  the  opinion 
of  the  judge  as  the  true  and  correct  view  of  the 
constitutional  question.  The  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  says  that  he  is  satisfied,  because 
his  opinion  is  supported  by  the  Attorney  Oeneral; 
that  18  enough  fur  him.  Then  it  comes  to  this: 
one  man  considers  a  thing  constitutional,  and  an- 
other considers  it  unconstitutional,  and  it  ulti- 
mately comes  to  what  Oeneral  Jackson  once  said 
— the  thin^  is  constitutional  as  he  understands  it. 
It  is  constitutional  as  it  is  understood  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Fkencii,]  also.  He 
entertained  the  House  with  a  few  constitutional 
opinions  as  he  understands  it.  [A  luu»h.]  Sir, 
I  have  constitutional  opinions,  too,  and  so  has 
the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts;  nnd,  sir,  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  (if  I  understood  him 
jresterday)  set  his  face  against  it  as  unconstitu- 
tional. 

Mr.  FRENCH  said  he  would  explain.  Since 
this  subject  has  been  up,  he  had  slated  what  he 
concurred  in  as  being  the  fact,  though  he  had 
neter  said  a  word  about  the  relations  between  the 
State  of  Massachusetts  and  slavery.  What  he 
had  said  was  exclusively  bas^d  upon  what  were 
termed  abolition  petitions.  He  entertained  the 
view,  that  to  grant  the  prayer  of  those  petitions 
on  the  part  of  Congress,  wouU  be  unconstitution- 
al; and  that  therefore  they  ought  not  to  be  re- 
ceived. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  ^was  happy  to  hear  the 
gentleman's  explanation,  although  he  did  not  al- 
lude, in  anything  he  had  said,  to  the  resolutions 
of  the  Legislature  of  Massachusells  now  before 
the  House,  but  had  referred  to  abolition  petitions 
asking  the  same  thing.  If  a  thing  was  unconsti- 
tutional in  the  mouth  of  petitioners  coming  to  that 
House,  he  thought  the  gentleman  must  certainly 
conclude  that  it  would  be  equally  objectionable  as 
coming  from  a  Stale  -Legislature;  because,  if  un- 
constitutional, no  matter  who  makes  the  proposi- 
tion, the  unconstitutionality  is  the  same. 

Mr.  FRENCH  said  the  eentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts was  in  hisscat  this  morning,  when  the 
House  did  him  the  kindness  to  permit  him  to  ex- 

f)lain;and  if  the  gentleman  had  listened,  he  would 
lave  known  that  his  principal  purpose  in  rising 
was  not  to  discuss  the  constitutionality  of  aboli- 
tion petitions  in  themselves,  but  as  to  the  power 
of  Congress  to  receive  those  petitions;  it  being 
tinconsiitutional  for  Congress  to  abolish  slavery 
in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  The  explanation  of  the  gentle- 
man leaves  his  position  still  what  Judge  Chase 
once  called  s  turn  stquitur.  It  does  not  follow  that 
this  House  is  at  liberty  to  refuse  to  receive  peti- 
tions, because  Congress  has  not  the  power  to  abol- 
ish slaverjr.  Suppose,  as  is  the  case  with  a  great 
many  petitions,  that  the  prayer  is  to  amend  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States;  that  is  the  ob- 
ject of  the  resolution  of  the  Legi.ilature  of  Massa- 
chusetts—an amendment  of  the  Constitution. 
Now  in  cases  of  this  kind,  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  itself  provides  that  Congress  shall 


always  have  the  power  to  propose  amendments 
to  that  instrument.  It  is  not,  therefore,  uncon- 
stitutional for  any  petitioners  to  apply  to  Con- 
gress, and  more  especially  if  it  is  put  in  the  form 
of  a  prayer  for  an  amendment  to  the  Constitu- 
tion. Everybody  has  the  right.  It  is  the  priv- 
ilege of  the  people  of  this  country;  and  I  will  say 
further,  that  if  any  one  class  of  petitioners,  from 
any  portion  of  the  Union,  deserves  more  respect 
than  another,  it  is  petitioners  for  an  amendment 
to  the  Constitution,  Why,  sir,  what  would  be- 
come of  this  House  if  every  member  was  pre- 
cluded and  excluded  from  ofiering  resolutions  for 
the  amendment  of  the  Constitution?  And  I  do 
not  see  but  that  the  conclusion  necessarily  fol- 
lows; for,  if  the  gentleman  's  argument  is  true,  that 
the  House  has  the  right  to  refuse  to  niceive  peti- 
tions which  ask  an  amendment  to  the  Constitu- 
tion, it  has  also  the  right  to  refuse  to  allow  mem- 
bers of  the  House  to  olTcr  resolutions  having  the 
same  object. 

Mr.  FRENCH  said  he  would  not  undertake  to 
determine  what  Congress  might  or  might  not  do 
in  regard  to  amendments  of  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  lie  now  understood  the  gen- 
tleman fully  and  firmly  to  disclaim  what  he  un- 
derstood him  to  say  yesterday.  And  he  was  glad 
that  he  had  made  the  avowal,  for  he  hopeiT  he 
would  not  vote  in  future  upon  the  question. of  re- 
ceiving any  petition  to  amend  the  Constitution, 
on  the  ground  of  violating  it. 

Sir,  I  have  already  trespassed  upon  the  indul- 
gence of  the  House,  and  therefore  will  say  no 
more  than  merely  to  repeat  the  declaration  which 
I  was  most  especially  and  particularly  anxious  to 
have  an  opportunity  of  making;  and  that  is  that, 
though  I  am  not  in  the  habit  of  making  broad  and 
unqualified  professions  of  devotion  to  the  Consti- 
tution, yet  that  I  am  so  far  devoted  to  it  that,  in 
my  opinion,  the  whole  purpose  of  my  life  has 
been  to  support  it;  and  that,  (luring  the  remainder 
of  the  days  which  I  have  to  pass  in  life,  (which 
must  be  few,)  I  intend.if  God  gives  me  the  power 
and  the  faculty,  to  support  and  maintain  the  Con- 
stitution. But,  by  saying  I  will  support  the  Con- 
stitution, 1  do  not  mean  to  pledge  myself  that  I 
will  not  bring  forward  resolutions  of  my  own,  nor 
do  I  fledge  myself  not  to  bring  resolves  of  the 
Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  for  the  purpose  of 
amending  it.  1  conceive  it  to  be  a  right  which 
we  cannot  resign;  and  among  the  powers  of  this 
House,  I  do  not  recognize  the  power  to  refuse 
resolutions  for  the  amendment  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. 

Mr.  HOLMES  said  that  he  did  not  intend  to 
make  a  speech,  but  merely  wished  to  reply  to  the 
allusion  made  by  the  gentleman  .to  Orlando's 
sword. 

The  SPEAKER  reminded  the  gentleman  that 
it  was  not  in  order  for  him  to  make  any  remarks 
without  leave  of  the  House. 

Mr.  HOLMES  said  he  would  not  detain  the 
House  one  moment;  he  had  only  one  word  to  say. 

Mr.  REDING  objectctJ  to  the  genlleman  say- 
ing a  word  without  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 

Mr.  HOLMES  did  not  wish  a  suspension  of 
the  rules  on  his  account.  He  only  wished  to  say 
to  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  that  even 
Orlando's  sword  was  not  able 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  cannot  make 
any  remark  without  leave  of  the  House. 

M  r.  H  U  DSON  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules 
to  allow  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  to 
proceed. 

The  SPEAKER  put  the  question  on  this  mo- 
tion, when 

Mr.  HOLMES  said  be  did  not  desire  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rules;  and 

Mr.  HUDSON  withdrew  the  motion. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  said  he  would  remind  the 
House  that  his  colleague  only  wished  to  reply  to 
an  allusion  that  was  personal,  and  renewed  the 
mMion  for  a  suspension  of  the  rules;  but,  at  Mr. 
HoLHEs's  request,  withdrew  it. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  threw  himself  on  the  induN 
gence  of  the  House,  and  asked  permission  to 
make  a  few  remarks  explanatory  of  his  views  on 
the  subject. 

[Cries  of  "No!"  "No!"] 

Mr.  SAMPLE  moved  for  a  suspension  of  the 
rules  to  allow  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  to  ad- 
dress the  House. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  that  question;  which,  being  ordered',  were 


taken,  and  resulted — yeas  78,  nays  84;  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS— Meun.  Adama,  Barnard,  Besrdoley,  BriMr,  Bid- 
lack,  Jaiiien  Black,  Bulflnslan,  Biirt,Carr«ll,  0«llin,CUnf- 
inan,  Collainer,  Crfuisluii,  Cross,  Garrett  DaviR,  Richanl  u. 
Duvii),  Oubcrry,  Dickey,  Elliff,  Fisli,  Floreocp,  Foot,  Prick, 
Gilmer,  .Wilii^  Green,  flanlli),  Harper,  llay«,  Henlcv, 
Holmes,  IltiUbell,  UiijMia,  Wanlitngton  Hunt,  James  B. 
Hunt,  Jnsepli  R.  Ingerjioll,  [rvin,  Jenks,  Andrew  Jobuson, 
Perley  B.  Jnliiison,  Kennedy,  Uaniel  p.  King,  McClellaitd, 
McClernand,  Mcljowcll,  Mellvaine,  Marsh,  Edward  J. 
Morri*.  Jostit'h  Morris,  Morse,  Owen,  Parinenter.  Pauer- 
son,  Petiit,  PlicBiilx,  Glislia  It.  Potter,  Cliarles  M.  Reed, 
Rogers,  Sampli^,  dctie<ick,  Severance,  David  L.  Seymour, 
Stephen!!,  Htetson,  Tl)<tn)asson,Tilden,  Vance,  Vanmeter, 
Vinton, Wellcr,  WliealiMi,  While,  Williauis,  Wilkins,  Wia- 
tlirofi,  VVtKe,aud  Ja^epti  A.  VVrigiit— -78. 

NAYS— Meium.  Benton,  James  A.  Black,  Blackwell, 
DojHier,  Bower,  Bowlin,  Jacob  BrinkerlioflT,  Brodhead, 
Aaron  V.  Brown,  William  J.  Brown,  Caldwell,  Campbell, 
Reuben  Chapman,  Au;;ii  -ins  A.  Chapman,  Chilton,  Clinton, 
Cobb,  Cnlloni,  Dana,  Daniel,  John  W.  I>avis,  Dillineham, 
Douglas,  Dnnran,  Forlee,  Ficklin.  French,  Bymiu  Gieen, 
Grider,  Hale,  Hamlin,  Ilaralsou,  Herrick,  Iliige,  Hopkins, 
Houston,  llubard,  (IngheH,  Charles  J.  Ingersoli,  Jameson, 
Cave  John»nn,  George  W.  Jones,  Preston  King.  Kirkpat. 
rick,  Labranclie,  Lewis,  Lucas,  Lumpkin,  McCauslcD, 
Maday,  McCnnnell,  McKay,  Mathews,  Muore,  Morpliy, 
Nurris,  Paylon.  Emery  D.  Potter,  Purdy,  Ilathbuu,  David  8. 
Reid,  Redinif,  Ritter,  Robinson,  Ra!Miell,St.  Jolin,  Saunders, 
Scoter,  Thoiiiiis  II.  Seymour,  Simons,  ifilidell,  Tliomas 
Smith,  Ruben  Smith,  Bteenmd,  John  Stewart,  Siilea, 
Strong,  Taylor,  ThomiHon,  Tibbatu,  Wentwonta,  Wood- 
ward, and  William  Wright— 84. 

So  the  rules  were  not  suspended. 

Mr.  BELSER,  believing  that  the  resolulionsof 
the  Legisiaiureof  Massachusetts  contained  a  soli- 
citation on  the  part  of  that  Commonwealth  to  dis- 
solve the  Union,  moved  to  lay  them  on  the  table. 
On  that  question  he  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  accordingly  ordered; 
and,  on  taking  the  question,  resulted — yea>  64, 
nays  104;  as  follows: 

YEAS  — Messrs.  Belser,  Edward  J.  Black,  James  A. 
Black,  Blackwell.  Bower,  Bowlin,  Iloyd,  Aaron  V.  Brown, 
Milton  Brown,  William  J.  Brown,  Burke,  Bnrt,  Caldwell, 
Iteubcn  Chapman,  Aticustus  A.  Chnpuiaii,  Cohb,  Cullom, 
Daniel,  Garrett  Davis.  John  W.  Davis,  Dawsou,  Del»erry, 
Uellet, Dickinson,  Ficitlin,  French,  Hale,  Haralson.  Holmes, 
Hopkins,  Houston,  Hubard,  Hughes,  Charles  J.  Ingersoll, 
Jaiuesofi,  George  W.  Jones.  Kennedy,  LalHmnebe,  Lu- 
cas, Lumpkin,  McClernand.  McConnell,  McKay,  Mailiews, 
Moore,  \orris,  Peyton,  David  S.  Reid.  Reding,  Bliett,  St. 
John,  Saunderrf,  Senler,  Simpson,  Sliuell^homas  Smith, 
Robert  Smith,  Stcenrod.  Stiles,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Tib- 
batu, Weller,  and  Woodward— 64. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Adama,  Darringcr,  Barnard,  Beardsley, 
Benton,  Bidlack,  Hosier,  Broilliead,  Bufllngton,  Carioll, 
Catlin,  Clinton,  Chilton,  Clingnian,  Coliamer,  Cranston, 
Cross,  Dana,  Itichanl  D.  Davis,  Dean,  Dickey,  Dillinfliam, 
Douglas,  Duncan,  Farlce.  Fish.  Florence,  Foot,  Po«l«r, 
Frick,  Giddings,  Gilmer,  Willie  Green,  Byram  Green,  Gri- 
der, Hamlin,  Harper,  Henley,  Herrick,  llogc,  Hubbell,  Hod- 
son,  Hungerford,  Washington  Hunt,  James  B.  Hunt,  Jo- 
seph K.  Ingcrsnll,  Irvin,  Jenka,  CTSM  Johnson,  Perley  B. 
Johnaoa,  Andrew  Johnson,  PrestonKing,  Daniel  P.  Kiflg, 
Kirkpatrick.  Leonard,  McCauslcn,  Maclay,  McClelland, 
McDowell,  Mellvaine,  Marsh,  Edward  J.  Morris,  Joseph 
Morris,  Morse,  Mnaeley,  Owen,  Pnrmenter,  Pattenon,  Pet- 
lit,  Plinnix,  Elislia  R.  Poder,  Emery  D.  Poller,  Prau,  Purdy, 
RaUihun,  Clinries  M.  Reed,  Ritter,  Robinson,  Rofera,  Sam- 
ple, Schenck,  Severance,  Thomas  H.  Seymour,  David  L. 
Seymour,  Simons,  Allien  Smith,  Stephens,  Stetson,  An- 
drew Stewart,  John  Stewart,  Tbomasson,  Tilden,  Vance, 
Vanmeter,  Vinton,  Wenlwonh,  Wheaton,  White,  Wil- 
liams, Wilkins,  WinUirop,Wiae,and  William  Wriglit—IIM. 

After  a  few  words  from  several  gentlemen,  the 
poner  was  referred  to  a  select  committee  of  nine. 

Mr.  ADAMS  next  presented  the  petition  of 
Mrs.  Anne  Royal,  the  widow  of  a  revoliilionary 
officer,  far  a  pension;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions. 

Mr.  A.  then  presented  many  other  petitions; 
which  were  referred  to  appropriate  committees 
without  observation;  and  having  expressed  his 
obligations  to  the  House  for  their  long  attenlion 
to  him,  he  resumed  his  seat.  • 

Various  other  petitions  were  presented  by — 

Messrs.  HUDSON,  WINTHROP,  KING, 
and  PARMENTER,  of  MassschusetU. 

Mr.  CRANSTON,  of  Rhode  Island. 

Messrs.  CATLIN,  SEYMOUR,  STEWART, 
and  SIMONS,  of  Connecticut. 

Messrs.  DILLINGHAM  and  FOOT,  of  Ver- 
mont. 

Messrs.  KING,  LEONARD,  ANDERSON, 
HUNT,  FISH,  HUNGERFORD,  MOSELEY, 
and  DANA,  of  New  York. 

Mr.  CARROLL  presented  a  petition  praying 
for  a  reduction  of  postage;  and  remarked  that  it 
costs  one  cent  more  to  send  a  letter  than-it  does 
to  send  a  barrel  of  flour  from  Geneva,  in  the  Slate 
of  New  York  to  Albany. 

Petitions  were  presented  by- 
Mr.  PATTERSON,  of  New  York. 

Mr.  KIRKPATRICK,  of  New  Jersey, 
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Mr.  WISE  presented  a  memorial. 

Petitions  were  presented  by— 

Messrs.  SAUNDERS  and  CAMPDELL,  of 
North  Corolina. 

Mr.  STIiPlIENS,  of  Georgin. 

Mr.  THO.MASSON,  of  Kentucky. 

Mr.  FRENCH  presented  the  p,etiiion  of  John 
Ficklin,  pmying  for  a  pension;  and  moved  its 
refiTc^ci!  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions. 

It  was  so  referred.  . 

Mr.  CULLOM  presented  the  petition  of  O. 
H.  Dibble;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims. 

Petitions  were  presented  by — 

Messrs.  BLACEWELL,  JOHNSON,  and 
SENTER,  of.Tcuiiessee. 

Mr.  HAKPER,  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  BARNARD  presented  the  petition  of  S.i- 
rah  Scnrlilc;  which  was  referred  to  the'  Commit- 
tee on  Revolutionary  Pensions. 

Petitions  were  also  presented  by— 

Messrs.  MOORE,  DUNCAN,  McCAUSLEN, 
VANCE,  and  McDOWELL,  of  Ohio. 

Messrs.  BOiSlER.  and  LABRANCHE,  of 
Louisiana. 

Mr.  HARPER  presented  the>etition  of  J.  W. 
S^ytnournnd  one  hundred  and  twenty-fourothers, 
citizens  of  Licking  county,  Ohio,  praying  for  re- 
daction of  the  present  rates  of  postage;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads.  * 

Mr.  STEENROD  presented  two  petitions  from 
Ohio  county,  Virginia,  praying  for  an  appropria- 
tion for  the  erection  of  a  bridge  across  the  Ohio 
ri'cr  at  Wheelini;. 

Messrs.  OWEN,  BROWN,  PETTIT,  and 
SAMPLE,  of  Indiana. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Mississippi. 

Messrs.  HOGE,  HARDIN,  WENTWORTH, 
SMITH,  and  FICKLIN,  of  Illinois. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama. 

Messrs.  JAMESON  and  BOWLIN,  of  Mis- 
souri. 

Mr.  CROSS,  of  Arkansas. 

Petitions  from  Florida  being  called  for, 

Mr.  LEVY  said  he  would  nut  take  up  the  time 
of  the  House  by  presenting  the  petitions  he  had 
on  hand,  but  would  have  them  entered  under  the 
rules.  He,  however,  desired  to  occupy  the  time 
allowed  him  instead,  by  offering  some  resolutions. 

Objections  being  made  by  several, 

Mr.  LEVY  moved  to  suspend  the  rules,  to  allow 
him  to  offer  his  resolutions;  and  handed  up  the 
following,  which  were  read  for  information: 

Raatcti,  Tliat  the  Pnsident  of  the  United  Slates  be  ro- 
qo^tfted  to  iafumi  thi«  llon»e  under  wliaiarratig<^mPiiu  the 
« lodiaiu  ai  present  ia  norida  asiuain  there  ;  wliciher  aiijr, 
and  wbst,  steps  are  iu  pronresa  for  their  rciooval  under  ilie 
tfvatjr  of  Payne's  Landing;  whether  any  iradinfl-htiuMes 
have  been  estabiislled,  or  are  contempUted  in  be  evlah- 
lisbcd,  tor  tbeir  nse  ;  wbetlier  any  couiiwuNitiuii  is  pai*!  to 
any  one  as  Indian  agent,  or  commissioner,  in  Florida ; 
wbctber  any  annuity  or  presents  have  been  allowed  in  any 
of  tile  Indians  now  in  Florida ;  and  what  part  or  the  pulitic 
domain  In  Ploriida  has  been  surrendered  tu  the  exclusive 
oecupaiinn  of  said  Indians,  the  area  and  boundaries  ilicre- 
of,  and  wlietber  said  occupation  is  unconditionat,  or  for  a 
dellnite  period  and  upon  supulated  terms.  ^ 

RaotttJ,  That  the  Bocreuiry  of  State  cause  to  be  col- 
lected and  fumislied  to  this  House  all  the  information  which 
can  br  procured  by  his  Deportment  respecting  ilie  cultiva* 
Hon  and  diseases  of  Uie  nranfe,  and  such  other  uopical 
fruits  as  are  adapted  to  tbe  cliiuaia  and  soil  of  the  penin- 
sola  of  Florida. 

Raotctd,  That  the  OMnmisaioner  of  the  General  Land 
CHAce  be  required  to  report  to  tliis  House  what  cancel- 
lations of  ppimits,  Issued  under  the  act  for  tbe  occupation 
of  tbe  Florida  peninsala,  have  been  nrdemd  by  him ;  tlie 
liates  .ind  oilier  qarticulars  of  said  permiu,audUie  grounds 
upon  which  they  were  canceled. 

Racteed  further^  That  Uie  said  Commissioner  be  re* 
quin-d  to  report  to  this  House  what  reservations  of  public 
lands  in  Florida  have  been  made,  and  the  dates  at  which 
die  land  officers  of  the  appropriate  diitricta  were  odicially 
uAvmed  of  said  reservations. 

BaoUtd,  Thai  tbe  Military  Committee  be  instructed  to 
inquire  wtiat  funtier  legislation  is  necessii/y  to  cnnlile  the 
arcountlnji  officers  to  apply  the  apprnpriatinns  made  on  the 
SM  day  of  Aii^st,  1843,  for  arrearages  due  for  supplies 
furnished  to  militia  in  the  service  of  tlic  United  States. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  Mr.  Levy's  mo- 
tion to  suspend  the  rules,  upon  which  the  vote 
was — ayes  €7,  noes  35. 

No  quorum  voting, 

Mr.  LEVY  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  BIDLACK  asked  leave  to  withdraw  the 
petition  heretofore  presented  by  him  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  national  fountlery,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  reference  to  a  diflerent  committee.  He 
would  not,  however,  move  its  reference  at  pres- 


ent, because  it  would  probably  give  rise  to  de- 
bate. 

Leave  was  eranled. 

Mr.  WILKINS  asked  leave  to  offer  a  resolu- 
tion; which  was  nlijccted  to. 

Messrs.  HOPKINS  and  CHILTON  severally 
asked  leave  to  withdraw  certain  papers;  which 
was  granted. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  moved  a  reference  of  the 
memorial  of  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  Mem- 
phis, together  with  an  article  accompanyin!;  the 
same,  entitled  '*  Maritime  interests  of  the  South 
and  West,"  to  the  Cominiilce  on  Naval  Affairs, 
and  that  tliey  be  printed;  which  was  ordered  ac- 
cordingly.         

Mr.TIBBATTS  gave  notice  that  he  would, 
to-morrow,  or  some  subsequent  day,  ask  leave  to 
introduce  a  bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt 
in  the  District  of  Columiiia. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HARPER,  the  petition  and 
papers  of  Solomon  Sturgis,  of  Muskinsum  coun- 
ty, Ohio,  for  relief,  were  taken  from  llie  files  of 
tlie  House,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  nskcd  and  obtained  leave  to 
withdraw  from  the  files  of  the  House  the  memo- 
rials of  Joxejih  Ramsry,  of  Wythe  county,  and 
Mary  Ann  Linton,  of  Grayson  county;  which, 
upon  his  motion,  were  referred  to  the  appropri- 
ate cominittres. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  asked  leave  to  introduce  a 
bill,  notice  of  which  had  been  previously  given; 
but  objections  being  made,  it  was  not  oficrcd. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FICKLIN,  leave  was  given 
to  withdraw  the  petition  of  Adam  Mitchell,  of 
Coles  county,  Illinois,  from  the  files  of  the  last 
Consircss,  and  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  Rev- 
olutionary Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JAMESON,  the  several  me- 
morials on  the  files  of  the  last  session  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  northern  boundary  of  Missouri  were 
ref«rreil  to  the  Cnmmiltcc  on  Territories. 

The  SPEAKER  presented  several  reports  from 
the  executive  departments;  which  were  laid  on 
the'  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate,  for  the 
appointment  of  a  Joint  Committee  on  Enrolled 
Bills,  was  taken  up  and  concurred  in. 

Mr.  BARNARD  moved  that  when  the  House 
adjourns,  it  adjourn  over  to  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  question;  but  the  call  was  not  sustained  by 
the  House. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  Mr.  Barhard's 
motion,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative — ayes  76, 
noes  37. 

The  House*  then  adjourned  over  to  Tuesday 
next. 

«  ^— ^^ 

The  following  notices  of  petitions  presented  to-day  were 
handed  to  the  reporters  by  the  members  presenting  thero: 

lly  Mr.  Kl  NG.nf  New  Vnrk :  A  |>ctition  from  inliabiMnta 
ofHt.  Laivrencc  couiiiy,  \'W  York,  praying  a  regulation 
and  reihictinii  of  the  rates  of  postage. 

Mr.  K.  moved  to  refer  the  pclitiun  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  OIHce  and  Post  Koads,  with  instructions  lu  inquire 
Into  the  cz|H.dien«y  wf  abnliiihing  thu  franking  privilege  ;  of 
regulating  the  rates  of  postage  iaaccnrdaiice  Willi  the  coins 
ot^the  United  States,  and  the  ^omiuiLtce  investigate  and 
estimate  the  lowest  rates  of  postage  that  will  leave  the  Post 
Orticc  Depuriment  able  to  be  sustained  from  its  own  reve- 
nue ;  and  report  thereon  lo  this  Ilou^e. 

The  resolution  giving  rise  to  debate,  gossovertill  to-mor- 
row. 

By  Mr.  BROWN,  of  Indiana:  The  petition  of  Solomon 
J.  Scou.  praying  remuneration  for  an  invention  which  he 
has  made  in  the  nimle  of  traveling  on  turnpike  and  other 
roadii.  Also,  an  iiiiprnvement  in  the  mode  of  navigating 
canals,  hy  which  tlie  conveyance  of  Uie  United  States  mails 
may  he  greatly  farllirnted. 

Uy  .Mr.  MclLVAINE :  The  petition  nfcitixens  of  Dela- 
ware county,  Pennsylvania,  praying  for  a  rcducfloo  iu  the 
rates  of  postage. 

Also,  the  peiiilon  of  citizens  of  Delaware  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, praying  an  appropriaUon  for  a  dry-dock  at  Phila- 
delphia. 

By  Mr.  PARMBNTER:  The  paiition  of  Marcy  Colbara, 
for  military  servicvsof  her  husband  during  the  last  war  with 
Great  Britain. 

Also,  the  petition  of  BIbridse  G.  Woodman,  for  the  par- 
chase,  by  tlie  Government,  of  his  invenUon  of  a  new  mode 
of  confltrnctlng  forta,  principally  of  iron. 

Also,  the  p-itition  of  Israel  D.  Gpodridge  and  iMhers,  Ibr 
a  fishing  boiiiHy- 

By  Mr.  A.  V.  BROWN  :  The  petiticm  of  Samuel  Wsu- 
son,  of  Giles  county,  Tennessee,  a  soldier  of  tbe  Revolu- 
tion, praying  a  pension  for  his  services  ; 

The  petition  of  John  Everley,  nf  Giles  county,  Tennes- 
see, praying  a  pension  fur  liis  revolutionary  services ; 

liie  petiUon  of  Alethea  Allen, of  Lawrence  county,  Ten- 
nessee, widow  of  Daniel  Allen,  praying  a  pension  fnr  ihe 
revolutionary  services  of  her  husband ;  all  of  which  were 
referred  to  the  Coumhtce  on  Kcvululiouary  Pcuniuus. 


By  Mr.  JAMBSO.V:  A  memorial  of  the  Legiahtuie  of 
Missouri  against  disbanding  the  second  regiment  of  dra- 
goons I  which  was  referred  lo  the  Committee  on  Milltarjr 
Aflaira. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  Missouri  respect- 
ing sclmol  lands ;  which  was  raferred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

Also,  an  act  of  tbe  Legislatiire  of  Missouri  respecting  the 
boundary  line  between  that  State  and  Iowa  Territory; 
which  wax  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Territories. 

AUo,  a  petition  of  A.  B.SIieppard  and  others,  for  thcez- 
lensioii  nra  mail  route  from  lioward's  to  Warrensburg,  ia 
Johnston  cniiiiiv,  via  Georgetown,  Fairview,  and  Mulky'a 
Old  Mills;  which  was  referred  to  Uie  Committee  on  the 
Post  UIBce  and  Post  linads. 

Al.^,  a  memorial, signed  byBobertO.  Blakey and ntliera, 
praying  that  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  Stales,  held  at 
St.  Louis,  for  the  State  of  Missouri,  be  hercaAcr  held  at 
JelTersnn  City,  the  seat  of  government  of  that  State  ;  which 
was  referred  to  Ihe  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

By  Mr.  FICKLIN:  Tlie  petition  of  Enoch  Perkins^  of 
EdKar  county,  Illinois,  praying  for  a  pension. 

Also,  Uie  petition  of  W. 'Barrick  and  oUiers,  praying  for 
the  estnblisliineni  of  a  mail  route  from  Charleston,  in  Clark 
county,  via  Salshiiry,  to  Martinsville,  some  county,  I  llinnis ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Cowiniltee  on  tbe  Post  Office 
and  Po't  Hnads. 

lly  Mr.  HOUSTON :  The  petition  of  Pariey  D.  Thomp- 
son and  olliers,  of  Franklin  county,  Alabama,  praying  that 
the  said  'riioinp-*oii  lie  relc.iscd  from  the  payment  ui  lbs 
Federal  Government  nfa  sum  of  money  tlicrein  named. 

Also,  arthed  leave  lo  witiidrnwfroui  llic  tiles  of  ihc  finusa 
the  paper  in  the  same  case  submitted  at  the  last  Congress; 
all  of  which  were  referred  to  the  tJommittee  on  the  Po»t 
Office  and  Post  Roads. 

lly  Mr.  CLINTON:  The  petition  nf  Sarah  Hildredtb, 
heretofore  presented  Decemlier  Sd,  1636 ;  which  waa  re- 
ferred to  the  t'omuiitlee  on  Invalid  Pensions. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Elizalietli  Gardner,  Emma  Hartlbrd, 
Blizabcih  Elmoii,  KliKabetti  Peck,  Mary.Mct^eanning,Sa1ly 
C.  Sparks,  Eliza  Root,  and  Ruih  Black,  widows  of  rei'olu* 
linnary  soldiers,  praying  li>r  tile  conUiiuaiicc  of  Uieir  pen- 
sions. 

Also,  Uie  petition  of  Catharine  Jolinion,  widow  of  Wil- 
liam JnhiiKon,  for  a  penifinn  ill  consideration  of  the  services 
of  her  said  liusbaml ;  which  was  referred  to  the  CosiiDittee 
on  Revolutionary  Pensiens. 


IN  SENATE. 
TuESDAT,  DutMtbtr  26,  1643. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  (nnpare  laid  before  tb* 
Senate  resolutions  adopted  by  the  Common  Coun- 
cil of  Alexandria,  in  favor  of  the  recharter  of  the 
banks  in  that  town;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Mr.  TALL  MADGE  presented  a  memorial 
from  sundry  citizens  of  Wisconsin  Territory, 
praying  for  a  grant  of  land  for  the  purpose  of  im- 
proving the  navigation  of  Fox  river;  which  waa 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TALLMADGE,  it  was  or- 
dered that  all  the  papers  on  the  files  of  the  Sen- 
ate, on  the  same  subject,  be  taken  therefrom, and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  the  same  Territory, 
praying  the  aid  of  Congress  in  opening  and  mak- 
ing a  public  road  from  Saychorrdah  to  the  south- 
ern extreme  of  Winnebago  lake.     ■ 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  presented  a  memorial 
from  sundry  citizens  of  Indiana,  praying  for  the 
passage  of  any  act  granting  to  the  State  of  Indi- 
ana certain  unsold  lands  in  the  Seneca  land  dis- 
trict, for  the  completion  of  the  great  works  of  in- 
ternal improvement  connecting  the  lakea  with  the 
Ohio  river;  which  waa  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

Also,  a  petition  from  Sarah  Coit,  of  Connecti- 
cut, the  widow  of  Benjamin  Coit,  praying  for  a 
pension;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions. 

Mr.  W00D6RIDGE  presented  a  memorial 
from  a  number  of  citizens  of  New  Buffalo,  on 
Lake  Michigan,  praying  for  an  appropriation  for 
the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of  that  place; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. 

'  Mr.  FAIRFIELD  presented  a  memorial  from 
Edward  Kennnrd,  in  which  lie  alleges  that,  in 
June,  1843,  a  fine  of  $100  was  imposed  on  him  by 
the  collector  of  the  port  of  New  Orleans,  for  omit- 
ting to  have  his  name  indorsed  on  the  ship's  regis- 
ter; that  the  omusion  waa  without  design,  and 
entirely  accidental;  and  prays  for  a  restitution  of 
the  same;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce. 

Also,  a  petition  from  Edward  C.  Bourne  and 
others,  asking  indemnity  for  French  spoliations 
prior  to  1800;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  AflTaira. 

Mr.  FOSTER  presented  a  petition  from  Joel 
M .  Smith,  agent  for  paying  pensions  for  the  mid- 
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die  district  of  Tennessee,  praying  the  passage  of 
a  law  allowing  compensation  to  him  for  that  ser- 
vice; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions. 

Mr.  SEMPLE  presented  a  petition  from  John 
Dawson,  a  pension  agent  for  the  State  of  Illinois, 
containing  alike  prayer;  which  received  the  same 
reference. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  a  memorial  from 
sundry  citizens  of  Brookfield,  Madison  county, 
New  York,  in  support  of  the  application  of  John 
Keith,  a  revolutionary  soldier,  for  a  pension; 
which,  together  with  the  papers  on  file  on  the 
same  subject,  was  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Pensions. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  sundry  masters  and 
owners  of  vessels  of  Albany  county,  New  York, 
praying  Congress  to  pass  some  law  in  reference 
to  hospital  moneys  paid  by  seamen  of  this  coun- 
try, so  as  to  give  greater  security  to  that  fund, 
and  prevent  its  diversion  from  the  humane  object 
contemplated  by  the  law  authorizing  its  collec- 
tion; which  was  referred  to  the  Coihmittee  on 
Commerce. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
mayor  and  aldermen  of  the  cily  of  Savannah, 
representing  that  in  consequence  of  certain  wrecks 
of  vessels  which  were  sunk  during  the  revolu- 
tionary warinthatharbor,  sand-bars  have  formed, 
and  greatly  obstruct  the  navigation  thereof;  and 
praying  Congress  to  make  an  appropriation  for 
the  removal  of  the  obstruction;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  the  Port  Society  of  Sa- 
vannah and  Board  of  Aldermen,  praying  that  the 
remainder  of  the  lands  once  forming  the  site  of 
Old  Fort  Wayne  be  given  for  the  erection  of  a 
sailors'  home  at  that  place,  after  the  streets  arc 
laid  off  under  a  grant  already  made  to  that  city; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  presented  a  memorial  from  the. 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Cincinnati, praying  for 
an  appropriation  for  the  building  of  a  chain  bridge 
across  the  Ohio  at  Wheeling,  where  the  national 
road  passes;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  BENTON  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
City  Council  of  the  city  of  St.  Louis,  represent- 
ing imminent  danger  of  the  destruction  of  the 
harbor  at  that  place,  and  asking  Congress  to  make 
an  appropriation  for  the  security  and  improve- 
ment of  said  harbor;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  SPRAGUE  presented  a  memorial  from 
Philip  Allen  and  others,  praying  indemnity  for 
property  seized  and  condemned  by  the  French 
Government  between  1793  and  1800;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  KING  presented  a  memorial,  signed  by\ 
certain  individuals  as  the  president  and  director: 
Of  the  Bank  of  Potomac,  and  the  Farmers'  Bank 
of  Alexandria,  representing  that  the  charters  of 
those  institutions  will  soon  expire;  and  ihat  if 
they  are  permitted  to  do  so,  it  would  have  a 
ruinous  effect  upon  the  citizens  of  that  place,  who 
had  invested  all  their  means  to  aid  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  canal;  and  praying  that  those 
charters  may  be  extended  to  such  time  as  may  be 
pleasing  to  Congress;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  ATCHISON,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  petition  and  otiier  papers  of  Nathaniel 
Pryor,  praying  Tor  indemnity  for  certain  Indian  depreda- 
tions, be  taken  frum  the  dies  of  the  Senate  and  referred  to 
the  Committeo  on  Indian  Afl^irs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ATCHISON,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  lion  &.  Coleman,  in  relation 

to  a  private  land  claim,  be  Uken  frnni  the  files  and  referred 

to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HENDERSON,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the 

State  of  Michigan,  praying  for  the  eruoion  of  a  light-honra 

on  St.  Joseph's  or  Half  Moon  Island,  Kt  taken  from  the  files 

of  the  Senate  and  referred  to  tbc  Cuinmitiee  on  Commerce. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  STURGEON,  leave  was 
granted  to  withdraw  from  the  files  the  papers  in 
the  case  of  Henry  Ncwingham. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ARCHER,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  pciiilon  of  the  president  and  vestry  of 
the  Virginia  Institution  for  the  Education  of  the  Deaf  and 
Dumb  and  Uliiid,  praying  a  jraut  of  land  in  aid  of  Uie  objuct 


of  the  institution,  be  taken  ftom  the  flies  of  the  Senate  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

NOTICES  OF  BILLS. 

Mr.  SEMPLE  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on 
to-morrow,  ask  leave  to  bring  in  i^  bill  to  cede  a 
portion  of  the  public  lands  to  the  State  of  Illinois, 
for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  the  construction  of 
the  Illinois  and  Michigan  canal. 

Mr.  ATCHISON  gave  notice  that  he  would, 
on  to-morrow,  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to 
establish  a  government  in  the  territory  of  Oregon. 

Mr.  BREESE  gave  notice  that  be  would  ask 
leave  to  introduce  several  bills,  the  subject-matter 
of  which  was  not  heard  in  the  reporters' gallery, 
except  one  for  the  improvement  of  the  navigation 
of  the  upper  Mississippi. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr.  WALKER  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution; which  lies  on  the  table  one  day,  under 
the  rule: 

Rentced,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Slates  be  re- 
quested to  cause  to  be  communicated  to  the  Senate  at  as 
early  a  pcrioil  as  practicable,  a  statement  of  the  ezpendi- 
tureii  of  tlie  Government,  each  year,  from  its  organization 
up  to  the  present  period,  and  where  and  for  what  purpose 
tliese  expenditures  were  made. 

Mr.  PORTER  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  lies  on  the  table  one  day,  under  the 
rule: 

Retained,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  requested  to 
send  to  the  Senate  any  estimate  which  may  be'ln  the  pos- 
session of  the  Department,  of  the  cost  of  connecting  Lakes 
Huron  and  Superior,  by  means  of  a  canal  amund  tlie  Falls 
of  St.  Mary's,  adapted  to  navigation  by  steam  vessels. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KING,  it  was 
Aesoltied,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  appro- 
Rriation  for  the  construction  of  a  building  in  the  city  of 
lobile  for  the  accommodation  of  the  district  court,  or  Ibr 
the  repair  of  the  room  connected  with  the  custom-liotise, 
heretofore  used  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  BREESE  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Raotned,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Trrasary  be  Instructed 
to  inform  the  Senate  bow  many  suits  have  been  instituted 
by  the  United  States  against  citizens  of  Illinois  and  Wis- 
consin, since  the  4tll  day  of  March,  1841,  for  alleged  tres- 
passes upon  the  public  lands;  the  final  decision  in  each 
case  ;  the  amount  of  recovery  and  daniagcs,  if  any,  against  { 
the  defendants,  with  the  costs  taxed  against  them  scvemlly,  i 
and  the  kind  of  trespasses  for  which  they  were  prosecuted  ;  ' 
and,  if  any  such  cases  have  been  determined  against  tlie 
Unilnd  Slates,  tiic  amountof  costs  in  each  case  so  determ- 
ined ;  and  how  many  such  suits  are  now  pending  in  said 
court. 

Mr.  ALLEN  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  lies  one  day  on  the  tabic,  under  the 
rule: 

Retohed,  That  the  40th  rule  for  conducting  business  in 
tlie  Senate,  and  which  requires  the  Senate  to  close  its  doors 
wlicii  traiisacling  executive  business,  be  rescinded ;  and 
the  Senate  shall  nerea(ter.sit  with  open  doors  when  iraiis- 
acilug  all  business,  except  when  acting  upon  treaties,  and 
then  tlie  Benute  shall  sit  with  closed  doors,  as  hitherto, 
under  the  40tli  rule. 

CLAIMS  ON  MEXICO. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr. 
Barrow, on  Friday  last,  came  up,  and  was  agreed 
to:    . 

JlMOlced,  That  ihe  President  be  requested  to  conimuni- 
CQte  to  the  Senate,  so  fyt  as,  in  his  Judgment,  the  same  may 
be  ione  without  prejudice  to  the  pui>lic  interests,  such  in- 
formation as  he  may  possess  relating  to  claims  of  citizens  ' 
of  the  United  States  upon  the  Itepiibltc  of  Mexico  ;  ond  the 
corrcsjinndence  which  may  have  occurred  in  reference  to 
the  same. 

LIEUTENANT  D.  C.  BUELL. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr. 
Bentom,  on  Friday  last,  came  up  for  considera- 
tion: 

Remhei,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested to  communicate  to  the  Senate  a  copy  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  court-martial  in  the  case  of  Second  Lieu-  i 
tenant  D.  U.  Duell,  third  infantry, and  of  all  orders  and  pa-  I 
pers  in  relation  thereto,  from  the  nri^inat  order  for  asseni-  ■ 
bling  tlie  court  to  the  fin{l  order  for  Uic  "dispersion"  of  its 
members. 

Mr.  KING  made  some  remarks  (not  distinctly 
heard)  deprecating  the  practice  of  calling  from 
Ihe  Departments  the  proceedings  of  couru-mar- 
tial,  after  final  decision  upon  them  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Government  having  charge  of  the 
subject.  He  did  not  think  such  a  course  sub- 
served any  good  purpose  to  the  country.  The 
Constitution  and  laws  had  given  another  branch 
of  the  Government  a  control  of  the  matter;  find 
he  thought,  as  a  general  rule,  it  would  be  improp- 
er for  the  Senate  to  interfere  with  Ihe  decisions 
of  those  courts,  which  were  composed  of  officers 


of  the  Army  and  Navy  for  the  trial  of  oSense* 
against  the  regulations  of  those  services. 

Mr.  BENTON  was  understood  tosay  thatnn- 
Icss  there  were  strong  reasons  for  an  interference, 
(which  had  regulated  the  practice  of  the  Senate 
heretofore,)  it  might  be  improper  to  interfere. 
He  merely  wished  the  proceedings  to  be  reported 
to  the  Senate,  when  he  should  ask  that  they  might 
be  laid  on  the  table  for  examination  before  makibg 
any  other  disposition  of  them. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  adoption 
of  the  resolution;  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  to  refund  to  Massachusetts  the  bal- 
ances due  her  for  disbursements  during  the  last 
war  came  upin  order;  but  was,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
BATES,  laid  upon  the  table  until  the  SenaM  was 
more  full. 

ISAAC  ILSLET. 

The  CHAIR  announced  that  the  next  thing  in 
order  was  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  Ilsley; 
Which  was  accordingly  taken  up  on  its  second 
reading,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
accompanying  the  bill,  together  with  the  bill  it- 
self, and  the  petition  and  papers  on  which  it  was 
founded,  were  then  read. 

Mr.  KING  called  for  the  reading  of  the  letters 
of  the  Treasury  Department,  referred  to  in  the 
report. 

The  letters  were  accordingly  read. 

The  nature  of  the  claim  will  be  understood 
from  the  following  facts,  gleaned  by  the  reporter 
from  the  reading  of  these  documents:  Mr.  Isaac 
Ilsley  was  collector  of  the  district  of  Portland  and 
Falmouth,  in  the  State  of  Maine,  for  some  years 
prior  to  1629,  at  the  close  of  the  first  quarter  of 
which  year  he  was  removed.  On  the  1st  of  Sep- 
tember, 1830,  his  account  was  adjusted  at  the 
Treasury,  and  a  balance  struck  against  him  of 
S773,  which  he  wag  called  upon  to  deposit  in  the 
United  States  Bank,  to  the  credit  of  the  Govern- 
ment. This  he  did,  obtaining  a  certificate  from 
the  bank  of  the  payment  of  his  balance.  On  the 
20th  of  Novembr,  1835,  notice  from  the  Treasury 
Department  was  given  to  him  that  his  account 
had  been  reopened,  and  a  further  balance  foand 
against  him  of  $394  78,  which  he  was  called  upon 
also  to  pay  in.  This  was  stated  to  be  a  balance 
composed  of  the  surplus  of  compensation  received 
bv  him  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  1823. 
The  petitioner  remonstrated,  relying  on  the  act 
of  Congress  of  1799,  which  grants  to  collectors, 
as  compensation  fortheirservices,lhe  full  amount 
of  their  emoluments,  consisting  chiefly  of  fees. 
He  referred  also  to  the  act  of  1^2,  restricting  the 
wholeamountofthe  year's  compensation, to  show* 
that, inasmuch  as  the  fees  of  the  office  between* 
himself  and  his  successor  fell  short  of  the  restrict- 
ed  sum,  (|3,000,)  no  call  could  be  made  on  him 
to  refund  any  part  of  what  he  had  received  in  the 
first  quarter.  This  remonstrance  proving  un- 
availing, he  paid  in  the  sum  of  |394  78  to  the 
Treasury;  and  subsequentlv  finding  precedents  in 
his  favor,  in  decisions  of  the  circuit  and  district 
courts  of  the  United  States,  in  analogous  coses, 
he  petitioned  Congress  to  refund  him  the  money. 
The  Judiciary  Committee,  upon  investigating  the 
case  and  looking  into  the  precedents  of  decision 
in  the  courts,  had  reported  a  bill  in  favor  of  the 
claimant,  and  now  recommended  its  passage. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  observed  that  he  had  listened 
attentively  to  the  readingof  the  report,  and  learned  ■ 
from  it  that  the  United  States  courts,  or  some 
court,  had  established  the  princiFffe  upon  which 
the  bill  was  founded,  to  wit:  that  where  an  offi- 
cer has  received  for  fees  and  salary,  or  in  fees 
alone,  the  maximum  of  compensation,  as  fixed  by 
law,  if  that  officer  shall  rereive  the  whole  of  that 
compensation  during  the  firat  quarter  and  is  then 
dismissed,  he  is  entitled  to  keep  it,  as  if  he  had 
continued  in  office  the  whole  year.  He  under- 
stood that  the  sameprinciple  had  been  established 
with  regard  to  receivers  in  the  land  offices.  He 
believed  the  principle  was  the  same.  But  as  a 
member  of  Congress,  he  was  not  disposed  to  es- 
tablish, by  any  act  or  vote  of  his,  that  principle. 
He  did  not  say  that  it  might  not  be  the  law  as  it 
now  stands,  seeing  that  the  courts  had  so  decided; 
but  what  he  wished  to  show  was,  that,  accord- 
ing to  his  judgment,  it  ought  not  to  be  so — that 
is,  in  legislating,  he  would  not  establish  the  prin- 
ciple. His  maxim  was,  that  an  officer  lakingan 
appointment,  the  emoluments  of  which  were  re- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1843. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


71 


■tricted  to  a  specific  compensation,  should  receive 
only  that  fixed  sum,  or  his  proportion  of  it,  ac- 
cording to  his  term  of  service.  He  should  have 
no  right  to  claim  more,  Tor  to  more  he  could  not 
justly  be  eniiiled.  He  was  not  ready  to  give  bis 
vote  in  favor  of  the  principle  fixed  by  this  bill. 

Mr.  BERRIEN,  at  considerable  length,  ex- 
plained. He  did  not  consider,  that  in  passing  this 
bill,  the  Senaie  was  legislating  to  establish  a  prin- 
ciple not  already  fully  recognized  by  an  existin' 
law  of  Congress.  By  that  law,  the  collector  of 
the  customs  was  enabled  to  receive  compensation 
for  his  services  up  to  a  specific  amount,  if  Ire 
performed  ihc  whole  services  of  the  year  within 
a  portion  of  it,  and  received  the  whole  compen- 
sation, the  laborer  was  worthy  of  his  hire,  and 
got  nothing  but  his  stipulated  reward.  Uut,  to 
satisfy  the  Senator  from  New  York  that  the  Gov- 
ernment had  no  right  to  a  claim  of  surplus  in  this 
ease,  he  would  inform  that  Senator,  that  although 
in  the  first  quarter  of  ihc  year  1829,  Mr.  Ilsley  re- 
ceived 11,1(18  72  (less  the  incidental  expenses  of 
his  office,)  his  successor  in  the  remaining  three 
quarters  received  only  f  1,863  11 ;  the  whole  being 
less  than  the  maximum  sum  of  $3,000,  to  which 
the  collectnrship  for  the  year  was  entitled. 

The  act  of  Congress  of  Tih  May,  1832,  provides 
that,  when  the  fees  and  emnlumcnts  of  the  collec- 
tors of  Boston,  New  York,  Pliiladelphin,  Balti- 
more, Charleston,  and  New  Orleans,  sliall  exceed 
(4,000  in  anyone  year,  and  (hose  of  other  collec- 
tors $3,000  each,  deducting  ihc  incidental  ex- 
penses of  office,  iho  surplus  ovrr  those  sums  re- 
spectively shall  be  paid  into  the  United  Slates 
Treasury. .  But  until  a  collector  received  the  max- 
imum sum  individually,  the  act  of  1822  did  not 
reach  him.  And  this  was  the  view  taken  by  the 
circuit  and  district  courts  of  the  United  Stales. 
He  referred  to  an  analogous  cose,  exactly  in  point. 
It  was  that  of  the  United  Stales  in  the  first  cir- 
cuit vs.  Pearce  et  9i. 

Mr.  PHELPS  also  referred  to  analogous  esses,' 
as  to  receivers  of  public  moneys  in  the  land  offices, 
where  the  compensation  grew  nut  of  the  allow- 
ance of  one  per  cent,  oo  the  receipts,  till  it  reached 
a  fixed  sum.  The  decisions  ofine  courts  in  such 
cases  had  always  been  in  conformity  with  the 
principle  of  this  oill. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said  he  would  be  very  gind  to 
know  from  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Judi- 
ciary Committee,  [Mr.  Berrien,]  and  from  his 
friend  from  Vermont,  [Mr.  Phelps,]  what  ihey 
understood  to  be  the  practical  operuiiori  of  this 
judicial  rule,  or  whether  his  own  understanding 
of  it  was  correct.  His  understanding  was,  that 
the  courts  which  they  referred  to  had  settled  per- 
manently that,  in  completing  the  emoluraents  of 
the  offices  and  the  rights  of  the  officers,  the  year 
shall  commence  on  the  day  on  which  the  incum- 
bent takes  office,  and  shall  be  calculated  year  by 
year  during  his  official  life,  until  he  resigns;  but, 
if  there  be  a  fraction  of  the  year,  and  during  that 
fraction  he  receives  the  whole  compensation  al- 
lowed him  by  law,  it  is  his  own  good  liick,  and 
he  is  entitled  to  it.  The  compensation  or  emol- 
ument which  the  officer  derives  from  his  office  at 
this  port  is  13,000. 

Mr.  BERRIEN.    No,  sir. 

Mr.  WRIOHT.    Shall  not  exceed 

Mr.  BERRIEN.  No,  sir.  The  words  of  the 
act  are,  that,  after  deducting  the  expenses  inci- 
dental to  the  office,  the  emoluments  of  the  officer 
shall  not  in  any  one  year  exceed. (3,000. 

Mr.  W  RIGHT  replied  that  the  statement  of  the 
honorable  chairman  was  correct.  He  would  now 
apply  this  judicial  rule,  and  would  beg  the  gen- 
tleman to  let  him  knowifhe  was  correct.  He  [Mr. 
Berrien]  is  collector  for  a  certain  port  on  the  lat 
of  January,  1843,  and  for  the  first  three  months 
of  that  year  ho  receives  $3,000,  which  he  has  n 
right,  under  this  rule,  to  retain.  The  office  is  then 
conferred  upon  himself,  (Mr.  W.,)  who  holds  it 
for  the  next  three  months,  and  receives  emolu- 
ments amounting  to  $3,000,  then  resigns;  and  the 
office  is  conferred  upon  his  friend  from  Vermont, 
[Mr.  Phelps,]  who  receives  a  like  sum;  and  upon 
a.  fourth  person,  who  holds  it  for  the  remaining 
ibree  months.  Now,  at  the  end  of  the  calendar 
•t^k^r,  each  has  received  and  retained  $3,000 — con- 
sequently the  Government  is  at  an  expense  of 
$13,000,  when  the  law  is  that  the  annual  emolu- 
ments shall  not  exceed  $3,000.  He  did  not  ad- 
vance this  argument  for  the  mere  purpose  of  op- 
posing the  claim,  but  to  show  the  abuses  to  which 


such  a  rule  would  be  subject,  if  sulTered  to  pre- 
vail. The  port  of  New  York  furnished  a  parallel 
rule,  which  might  be  taken  as  an  example.  .The 
emolumentsof  the  collector  of  this  port  are  $4,000 
a  year,  which  is  all  he  can  retain;  but  the  whole 
emnlumenis  of  the  office  are  more  than  four  thou- 
sand dollars  in  any  one'quarter  of  the  year.  All 
he  could  then  say  was,  that  xhe  amount  should 
be  settled  on  a  different  principle.  The  subject, 
■he  had  no  doubt,  would  receive  due  consideration. 
The  purpose  for  which  he  had  risen  was  an- 
swered. If  he  had  correctly  applied  the  operation 
of  the  rule,  it  was  a  matter  of  very  great  sur- 
prise to  him  that  Congress  should  have  so  much 
mistaken  its  purpose  as  to  have  passed  such  a 
law. 

Mr.  BERRIEN, aftera  few  remarks  as  to  what 
he  considered  an  extreme  case  put  btr  the  Sena- 
tor from  New  York,  contended  that  the  interpre- 
tation put  upon  the  existinglaw  by  the  United 
States  courts  was  the  only  one  on  the  point  of 
which  that  law  was  susceptible.  This  wasaprin- 
ciple  which  had  hitherto  governed  the  courts  of 
the  United  Suites  in  the  decisions  on  such  cases; 
and  it  would  he  peculiarly  hard  to  deny  it  to  this 
individual,  who  was  as  well  entitled  to  its  favor- 
able interpretation  as  others  who  had  already  re- 
ceived its  benefits.  The  question  now  before  the 
Senitte  was,  not  whether  ths  judicial  law  mayor 
may  not,  in  iis  practical  operations,  lead  to  such 
results  as  the  Senator  from  New  York  supposes, 
but  whether  the  principle  of  the  bill  is  a  correct 
inlerprelaiion  of  the  law  of  the  land.  Now,  he 
contended  that  no  one  who  looked  into  the  law 
itself,  and  the  decisions  of  the  courts  in  respect  to 
it,  could  doubt  the  propriety  of  the  interpretation 
which  had  been  given  to  it  by  those  courts.  He 
desired  the  attention  of  the  Senator  from  New 
York  to  the  point  that  the  law  had  not  fixed  the 
compensation  at  $3,000;  nor  could  such  an  inter- 
pretation be  given  to  it.  What  the  law  did  fix 
was,  that,  if  the  collector's  fees  did  not  exceed 
$3,000,  he  should  have  the  whole  as  compensa- 
tion for  his  services;  but,  if  ths  fees  exceeded  that 
•urn,  afi^r  deducting  the  incidental  expenses  of 
his  office,  lie  should  pay  the  surplus  over  $3,000 
into  the  Treasury.  As  the  fees  were  received  for 
services  rendered, whateverthoindividual  in  office 
received  within  the  srnn  of  $3,000  belonged  to 
him,  and  the  Government  could  have  no  claim  for 
surplus  out  of  it. 

No  further  observations  being  made,  and  no 
amendment  proposed,  the  bill  was  reported  back 
to  the  Senate;  and  the  question  was  then  stated 
by  the  Chair  to  be  on  ordering  it  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading.    On  this  question, 

Mr.  TAPPAN  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  observed ,  that  the  yeas  and 
nays  being  called,  he  would  inquire  of  the  chair- 
man of  the  Judiciary  Committee  whether  the  cor- 
respondence between  the  Treasury  Departinent 
ana  the  claimant  was  among  the  papers  attached 
to  the  committee's  report? 

Mr.  BERRIEN  said  it  was. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  remarked  that  he  would 
like  to  hear  it  n-ad. 

Mr.  BERRIEN,  in  reply,  observed  that  as  the 
bill  had  unexpectedly  come  up  while  there  was 
only  a  thin  attendance  of  Senators,  and  there  was 
no  pressing  necessity  for  proceeding  with  it  to- 
day, in  order  to  give  time  to  the  Sienator  from 
New  Hampshire  to  read  (he-correspondence  and 
report,  anil  to  afford  the  Senator  from  New  York 
an  opportunity  of  further  Investigating  the  mat- 
ter. It  would,  perhaps,  be  as  well  to  postpone  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill  to  some  day  at 
the  beginning  of  next  week. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  assented, and  called  the  at- 
tention of  the  chairman  of  the  Judiciary  Commit- 
tee, in  the  mean  time,  to  another  act  of  Con- 
gress [the  title  not  distinctly  heard]  of  a  restric- 
tive nature. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  suggested  that  tbo  bill  might 
be  postponed  till  this  Jay  week. 

It  was  accordingly  postponed,  and  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for  Tuestiay  next. 

EXECUTIVE  SESSION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  the  Sen- 
ate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  executive 
business;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
the  doora  were  reopened,  and  the  Senate  ad- 
journed. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tdesdat,  Deeendier  26,  1843. 

The  Journal  of  Friday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  WILKINS  offered  a  resolution,  but  being 
out  of  order  at  the  time,  iiareception  was  objected 
to.    . 

Mr.  W.  then  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules, 
in  order  that  his  resolution  might  be  received. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  desired  to  know 
whether  the  business  before  the  House,  at  the 
time  of  the  adjournment  on  Friday,  was  not  the 
reception  of  petitions.'  and  whether  that  would 
not,  consequently,  be  the  first  business  in  order? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  at  the  Ume  of  the 
adjournment  on  Friday,  the  House  was  engaged 
in  the  reception  of  petitions;  and  had  arrived,  in 
the  course  of  the  call  upon  States  and  Territories, 
at  the  Territory  of  Florida.  The  Chair  under- 
stood, however,  the  practice  of  the  House  to  have 
been,  whenever  a  question  had  been  offered  upon 
which  debate  arose,  the  subject  was  passed  over 
.until  the  next  day,  when  it  was  taken  up  as  the 
first  business  in  order.  Consequently,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Cii*ir,-the  petition  offered  by  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  on  the  subject  of 
postages,  upon  which  a  debate  had  arisen,  waa 
now  the  first  business  before  the  House. 

The  Speaker  being  about  to  put  the  question 
on  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rules, 

Mr.  WILKINS  modified  his  proposition  for 
suspending  the  rules,  so  that  the  Slates  might  be 
called  upon  for  resolutions.  • 

Mr.  HAMLIN  observed  that,  in  a  very  few 
moments,  they  would  arrive  at  what  the  gentle- 
man desired,  in  the  regular  order  of  business. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  desired  to  ask  a  question 
before  voting  on  the  proposition  to  suspend  the 
rules.  Some  days  ago,  the  House  went  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  for  the  purpose  of  dis- 
tributing the  President's  message  in  several  par- 
cels to  different  standing  committees.  The  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  had  not  made  a  final  report, 
but  had  left  the  business  incomplete.  He  desired 
to  know  whether,  that  portion  of  the  business 
being  incomplete,  the  whole  proceedings  of  the 
committee  were  not  entirely  suspended? 

Mr.  HAMLIN  inquired  whether  it  was  in  or- 
der for  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  to  pur- 
sue a  course  which  waa  not  permitted  to  others— 
that  of  discussing  questions  not  debatable? 

The  SPEAKER  observed  that  the  gentleman 
was  not  discussing  the  question. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  Certainly  not.  I  waa  merely 
asking  a  question,  which  was,  when  the  businesa 
I  had  referred  to  was  to  be  taken  up;  because  if  the 
present  motion  was  to  interfere  with  that,  I  would 
be  opposed  to  it. 

The  SPEAKER  remarked  that  the  reference! 
to  which  the  gen:lemanhad  alluded  had  not  been 
made,  inasmuch  as  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union  had  not  reported  to  the 
House  at  all. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  should  then  vote  against 
suspeoding  the  rules. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  said,  before  the  question  ' 
was  put,  he  desired  to  read  tlie  23d  rule  of  the 
House,  which  is  as  follows: 

"All  the  8tntns  nn  I  Trrrttnrics  shall  be  called  for  reaolii- . 
tions  on  each  alternate  Monday  during  each  setiaJon  of  Cod- 
greita ;  and,  if  nccesnary  t<i  secure  this  object  on  said  days, 
all  resolutions  wliich  shall  give  rise  lo debate,  shall  lie  over 
Tor  discussi4>n,  under  the  rules  ofUie  House  already  estob- 
lijthed  ;  and  the  whole  of  said  days  shall  be  appropriated  to 
resoluUnna,  until  all  tlie  Swtca  and  Terrttoriea  are  called 
Uirough." 

The  States  not  having  yet  been  called  for  reso- 
lutions stall,  it  appeared  to  him  that  would  now 
be  the  business  in  order. 

The  question  was  then  putupon  the  motion  for 
a  suspension  of  the  rules,  and  negatived. 
''Mr.  ADAMS  inquired  if  it  was  in  order  now 
to  move  to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  it  would  not  be 
in  order,  because  it  would  supersede  a  standing 
order  of  the  day. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  offered  a  resolution;  which  waa 
not  received,  being  out  of  order. 

REDUCTION  OF  POSTAGE. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  deferred  subject  of  debate. 

Mr.  BARNARD  rose  to  a  question  of  order. 
The  rules,  as  he  understood  them,  required  that 
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there  shoulii  be  a  call  of  the  aeTeral  States  for  the  i 
presentation  of  petitions  during  the  first  thirty  ! 
days  of  the  session.  This  was  intended  to  give 
every  gentleman  an  opportunity  of  presenting 
such  petitions  as  he  mi^ht  have  in  his  possession. 
And  hence  the  discussion  which  had  arisen  upon 
the  rule.  If  he  understood  the  rule,  it  was,  that 
petiiionsupon  which  debate  arose  should  lie  OTer, 
and  be  placed  upon  the  calendar  of  debatable 
business,  and  not  be  taken  up  at  a  time  when  pe- 
titions were  presentable.  He  was  quite  certain 
in  hia  racoliection,  that,  aa  lon^  as  he  had  been  a 
member  of  that  House,  it  had  been  the  universal 
practice,  that,  when  a  debate  arose  upon  a  peti- 
tion, it  went  over — not  to  the  next  day,  for  that 
would  equally  block  up  the  business  of  that  day 
—but  it  was  placed  upon  the  calendarof  the  bus- 
iness of  the  House,  to  be  taken  up  in  the  order  of 
debatable  business.  It  must  be  manifest  to  the 
House  that  the  object  and  intent  of  the  rule  would 
be  annulled ,  if  the  debate  were  permitted  to  inter- 
fere with  the  presentation  of  petitions  on  the  fol- 
lowing day. 

The  SPEAKER  remarked  that,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Chair,  the  gentleman  was  right,  in  reference 
to  the  disposition  to  be  made  of  petitions  after  the 
first  thirty  days  of  the  session;  and  this  had  al- 
ways been  the  practice  of  the  House. 

Mr.  KING  (who,  standing  in  a  remote  posi- 
tion, was  very  imperfectly  heard  by  the  reporter) 
was  understood  to  sa^  that  he  was  very  desirous 
that  this  petition  which  had  been  presented  by 
him  should  beveferred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  in  order  that  it  should 
be  speedily  acted  upon;  that  postages  should  be 
regulated  and  reduced; and  that  an  estimate  might 
be  made,  and  reported  to  the  House.  His  object 
was,  that  the  House,  by  the  adoption  of  the  res- 
olution he  had  offered,  should  give  an  indication 
that  it  was  their  design  to  act  upon  the  subject 
during  the  present  session. 

Mr.  CARROLL  said  it  appeared  to  him,  from 
the  present  indications  of  the  representation  in 
that  House,  that  if  there  was  any  one  subject 
upon  which  they  would  have  more  petitions  than 
upon  another,  it  was  the  subject  of  a  reduction 
or  postage;  and  taking,  as-  indicatiohs  of  public 
feeling,  what  they  found  in  the  public  journals 
throughout  the  entire  land,  he  would  say,  that  if 
there  was  any  one  subject  upon  which  they  would 
be  coiled  upon  to  act  by  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  their  constituency,  it  was  that  subject.  He 
did  not  rise  at  this  stage  of  the  proceeding  be- 
cause he  was  opposed  to  the  reduction  of  post- 
age; but  be  rose  merely  because  there  was  a  mo- 
tion made  to  instruct  a  standing  cominittce  of  the 
House  upon  a  subject  on  which  the  petitions  were 
merely  at  their  commencement — upon  a  subject 
on  which  they  did  not  yet  know  what  were  the 
wishes  of  the  people  of  this  Union.  He  had  pe- 
titions now  in  his  charge  on  this  subject,  and  he 
had  no  doubt  that  a  very  large  portion  of  the 
members  of  the  House  had  also  similar  petitions. 
He  merely  rose,  therefore,  to  express  his  doubt 
as  to  the  propriety,  at  this  time,  upon  the  partial 
information  they  possessed  as  to  what  they  would 
be  called  on  to  do,  of  requiring  a  standing  com- 
mittee to  make  a  report.  If  tie  understood  the 
object  of  the  resolution,  it  went  to  instruct  the 
'committee  to  investigate  and  report  to  the  House 
to  what  degree  the  rates  of  postage  might  be  re- 
duced, ana  still  the  Department  be  enabled  to 
support  itself.  If  they  were  to  adopt  these  in- 
structions, it  might,  possibly,  be  considered  as 
•n  indication  of  the  sense  of  the  House  that  they 
did  not  mean  to  reduce  the  rates  of  postage  un- 
less it  were  found  that  the  Department  would 
support  itself  after  a  reduction.  He  presumed 
that,  at  this  time,  and  at  this  stage  of  the  pro- 
ceedings, the  House  was  not  prepared  to  assume 
that  ground.  If  the  people  of  this  Union  call  for 
a  reduction  of  the  rates  of  postage,  whether  the 
Department  could  sustain  itself  by  its  reccipU 
for  postage  or  not,  should  the  House  forestall  its 
action  upon  the  subject  by  instructions  to  the 
committee?  Why,  it  was  the  principal  subject 
on  which  the  committee  would  be  called  upon  to 
deliberate.  And  why  should  they  instruct  them 
in  this  way,  without  knowing  what  calls  were  to 
be  made  upon  them  for  action .'  To  judge  from 
the  evidences  which  ther  daily  receivea  in  the 
public  journals,  it  would  apnear  that,  if  there 
was  any  one  subject  upon  wnich  the  people  of 
this  community  were  at  this  time  agitated  more, 


perhaps,  than  upon  any  other,  it  was  respecting 
the  oppression  under  which  they  labor  in  conse- 
quence of  the  present  exorbitant  rates  of  postage. 

He  himself  had  the  honor  of  presenting,  the 
last  day  the  House  met,  a  petition  asking  for  a 
reduction  of  the  rates  of  postage,  and  which  peti- 
tion presented  the  fact  that  it  cost  one  cent  and 
three  quarters  more  to  carry  a  letter  in  the  mails 
from  Geneva  to  New  York — a  distance  of  two 
hundred  miles — than  to  transport  a  barrel  of  flour 
from  one  place  to  the  other.  The  people  were 
clamorous  on  the  subject  of  the  Yeduction  of  post- 
age; and  he  tliought  they  were  called  upon  too 
early  to  instruct  the  committee  in  the  manner 
proposed.  It  would  be  better  to  wait  till  the  ma- 
jority of  the  petitions  on  this  subject  came  in, 
when  they  would  have  all  the  necessary  inform- 
ation in  regard  to  it;  and  from  that  information 
they  could  the  better  judge  what  instructions  it 
would  be  proper  to  give  to  the  committee  taking 
it  in  charge. 

Mr.  DAVlS,ofNewYork, thought  that  the  point 
objected  to  by  bis  colleague  was  the  one  that  ought 
to  be  inquired  into.  There  was  a  general  senti- 
ment throughout  the  country  in  favor  of  the  re- 
duction of  postage  to  the  lowest  rate  at  which 
the  Department  would  be  able  to  sustain  itself; 
but  he  was  not  prepared  to  admit  that  public  sen- 
timent went  further.*  For  his  own  port,  he  had 
no  objection  to  the  reduction  to  that  point,  and 
he  therefore  wished  the  committee  to  make  the 
inquiries  proposed  in  the  instructions. 

Mr.  BARNARD  requested  the  instructions 
might  be  read;  and  they  were  accordingly  read 
as  follows: 

Reaohtd,  That  the  petition  lie.  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Pod  Office  aod  Peit  Uoada,  and  iliat  said  commit- 
tee lie  instructed  to  inquire  into  tlic  eipediency  of  atwlish. 
ing  the  franlting  privilege,  and  of  rcgulaiinR  the  ralea  of 
podtiige  accordlnsi  to  the  coin  of  the  United  States;  and 
inquire  into  and  report  the  lowest  rates  of  postage  at  wbicli 
tba  Department  can  support  itself. 

Mr.  B.  then  called  for  the  reading  of  the  peti- 
tion; which  was  read. 

The  question  was  put  on  referring  the  petition 
with  instructions;  and  it  was  lost  without  a  di- 
vision. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  supposed  there  would  be  no 
objection  to  the  reference  of  the  petition,  and  that 
the  House  had  only  voted  down  the  instructions, 
which  he  himself  iiid  not  deem  necessary. 

The  petition  was  then  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  by  gen- 
eral consent. 

Petitions  from  Florida  being  called  foi^— 

Mr.  LEVY  asked  leave  to  olTcrthe  resolutions 
which  were  presented  by  him  on  Friday  last,  and 
which  appeared  in  the  Globe's  reportof  that  day 's 
proceedings. 

The  SPEAKER  informing  the  gentleman  that 
the  resolutions  were  out  of  order,  and  could  not 
be  received, 

Mr.  LEV  Ysoid  he  would  not  trouble  the  House 
with  any  petitions  at  this  time. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  asked  what  was  the 
next  business  before  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  the  next  business 
'was  the  calling  upon  the  Stales  for  petitions. 

Mr.  C.J.  INGERSOLL  moved  to  postpone  that 
business,  in  order  that  the  House  might  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  question  being  put,  this  motion  was  lost 
without  a  division. 

The  SPEAKER  then  called  for  petitions  from 
the  States,  commencing  with  Michigan,  and  they 
were  presented  as  follows: 

Messrs.  JAMESON  and  HUGHES,  of  Mis- 
souri. 

Messrs.  DOUGLAS  and  FICKLIN,  of  Illi- 
nois. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  asked  leave  to  oflTer  a' 
resolution;  but  not  being  in  order,  it  was  not  re- 
ceived. 

Petitions  from  Mississippi  being  called  for — 

Mr.  THOMPSON  asked  leave  to  offer  a  reso- 
lution on  the  subject  of  a  petition  which  he  had 
presented;  but  was  ruled  to  be  out  of  order  by 
the  Speaker. 

Messrs.  DAVIS  and  HENRY,  of  Indiana. 

Messrs.  VANCE,  GIDDINGS,  HARPER, 
and  MATHEWS,  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  M.  BROWN,  of  Tennessee. 

Messrs.  DAVIS,  TIBBATTS,  STONE,  and 
THOMASSON,  of  Kentucky. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  presented  the  petition  of  the 


Farmers'  Bank,  and  'the  —  Bank  of  Alexandria, 
District  of  Columbia,  praying  for  a  renewal  of 
their  charters;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN,  of  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  STEENROD,  of  Virginia. 

Mr.  SYKES,  of  New  Jersey. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BIDLACK,  the  petitions 
and  papers  heretofore  presented  by  him  on  the 
subject  of  a  national  foundery  were  referred  to 
the  select  committee  now  ordered. 

Other  petitions  were  then  presented  by- 
Messrs.  BRODHEAD,  WILKINS,  READ, 
and  DICKEY,  of  Pennsylvania. 

Messrs.  SEYMOUIl,PURDY,GREEN,EL. 
LIS.  DANA,  RATHBUN,  MOSELEY.  and 
STETSON,  of  New  York. 

Mr.  OATLIN,  of  Connecticut. 

Mr.  CRANSTON,  of  Rhode  Island. 

Messrs.  GRINNELL,  HUDSON,  snd 
ADAMS,  of  Massachusetts,  who  presented  a 
great  number  of  the  class  usually  presented  by 
this  honorable  gentleman. 

One  of  these  petitions  was  from  Woodstock, 
in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  which  asked  Con- 
gress to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia and  the  Territories,  and  the  slave  trade  be- 
tween the  several  States  of  the  Union;  secondly, 
that  neither  Florida  nor  any  other  slave  Territory 
be  admitted  into  the  Union;  tliirdlyv  that  meas- 
ures be  taken  for  nn  amendment  to  rtie  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  so  that  slavery  may  be 
abolished,  or  the  people  of  the  States  exonerated 
(loing  anything  to  sustain  it;  and,  fourthly,  that 
commercial  and  diplomatic  relations  may  be  in- 
stituted .between  this  country  and  the  Republic 
of  Hayt'i. 

The  SPEAKER  said  this  petition  came  within 
the  rule. 

Mr.  ADAMS  admitted'  that  three  of  the  four 
prayers  of  the  petition  came  wiihin  the  rule,  and 
would  be  excluded  by  it;  but  the  practice  of  the 
House  had  been,  when  a  petition  was  offered  con- 
taining several  prayers,  some  of  which  were  ex- 
cludetf  by  the  i  rule,  and  some  were  odmissible 
under  it,  to  refer  such  portions  only  as  were  ad- 
missible; he,  therefore,  moved  that  that  portion 
of  the  petition  in  relation  to  the  Republic  of 
Hayti  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations. 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that  the  petition  con- 
tained matter  which  was  inadmissible  under  the 
rule,  and  that  the  parts  which  were  admissible 
must,  therefore,  be  rejected  with  those  that  were 
inadmissible,  as  the  petition  must  be  received  as 
a  whole.  The  Chair  could  not  receive  portions 
of  the  petition,  which  did  not  violate  the  rules, 
without  receiving  those  parts  which  did  violate 
the  rules;  and,  therefore,  the  whole  petition  was 
decided  to  be  inadmissible. 

Mr.  ADAMS  appealed  from  this  decision,  and 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  thereon;  but  this 
motion  did  not  appear  to  be  seconded. 

Tellers  were  demanded,  and  ordered;  and 
Messrs.  Winthrop  and  C.  Johnson  were  ap- 
pointed; and,  they  having  taken  the  vote, report- 
ed—28  in  the  affirmative,  and  80  in  the  negative; 
which  was  less  than  a  quorum. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  If  this  resisunce  is  persisted 
in,  I  shall  move  a  call  of  the  House. 

A  motion  was  made  for  an  adjournment;  but 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  callled  upon  it,  the  mo- 
tion was  withdrawn. 

Mr.  ADAMS  asked  that  the  question  be  again 
put  upon  the  demand  for  the  yeas  and  nays  upon 
nis  appeal. 

Tellers  were  again  appointed;  and  the  votes 
were— 28  in  fovor  of  taking  the  question  by  yeas 
and  nays,  and  87  against  it. 

Upwards  of  one  fifth  voting  in  the  affirmative, 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and,  being  taken, 
resulted — yeas  105,  nays  40;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Mossni.  Andenon,  Borringer,  Belser,  Benton, 
Ridlack,  Edward  J.  Olack,Jaines  Black,  James  A.  Blacky 
Blackwell,  Bossier,  Bower,  Bowlln,  Buyd,  Jacob  Brinker 
boff.  Brodhead,  Milton  Brown,  William  J.  Drown,  Barke, 
Caldwell,  Campbell,  Carroll,  Reuben  CliapmBD,Ulingmai>, 
Clinton, Coles,  Crosi, Culloro, Daniel, John  W.  Davis, De- 
berry,  Dickinson,  Dillingbara,  Douglas,  Farlee,  FickUd|t| 
Foster,  French,  Byram  Green,  Grider, Hale,  Hamlin,  llaral- 
•on,  Hays,  Henley,  Uerrick,  Holmes,  Hoge,  Hopkins,  Hooa- 
ton,  Hubbell,  Hughes,  Hungerfotd,  James  B.  Hunt,  Jame- 
son, Cave  Johnson,  Andrew  Johnson,  Kennedy,  Preston 
King,  Kirkpairick,  Labranche,  Lumpkin,  McCauslcn,  Mc- 
Clernand,  McConncll,  McDowell,  McKay,  Joseph  Mortis, 
NoRis,  Panucnter,  Peyton,  Bmery  D.  Potter,  PiaU,  Furdy, 
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Ruliban,  David  S.  Beid,  Krding,  Eiuaell,  St.  John,  SaDn- 
dcni,  riviilrr,  Tliomnt*  [!.  ricyraour,  Unvid  Ij.  Seymour, 
Simons,  Shnpsion,  Slidell,  Tliomas  Smith,  Robert  Hmith, 
fiteciirod,  t^lpphi'iix,  Stetiton,  John  Slewnn,  StilM,  Stone, 
8yketf,  Tnylor.  'I'honiassnji,  Thompson,  TibbnttA,  VVellcr,  j 
Wciitworil'i,  Wheatoti,  WtUiaiut^,  Wilkiiw,  ajid  jMcph  A. 
Wriibt— la'.. 

NAYH— Mcsst;*.  Adam?,  narnnrd,  Brnrd-ilpv,  Buffinjlon, 
Cntlin,  CniTwtnn.  Garrett  Davi.t,  Uicltnrd  1).  I)uvi«,  Djokey, 
Ellii'^Florence.  Font,  Frick,  tiidilinft*,  VVilii:<  Grepn,Grtit- 
tiell,  Hardin,  Harper,  niid>on,  W.isiiingroii  Hunt,  CImrlea 
J.  In^reuktl,  Jimepri  R.  Ingersoll,  Irvln,  Jpttkp,  Vfiley  n. 
jDhoMin,  Daniel  i'.  Kifig,  Leonard,  McClelland,  Moseley, 
Elirba  It.  Puuer,  Cliarlua  M.  Reed,  Rngerii,  Sample,  Serer- 
ancc,  Tildcai,  Tyler,  Vance,  Vaiinicter,  Vinton,  and  Wiu- 
tlimp — 40. 

So  the  decision  of  the  Chair  was  sustained. 

Mr.  ADAMSpKsented  variousothcrpetitions; 
which  were  rererred. 

Petitions  were  presented  by  Messrs.  BURKE, 
HALE,  REDINO,  HAiMLlN,  FOSTER,  and 
CLINGMAN. 

REPORTS  FROStXOMMlTTEES. 

Reports  of  committees  were  culled  Tor;  when, 
the  Speaker  having  called  through  the  list  as  fur 
as  the  Committee  on  Naval  AlFuirs, 

Mr.  PARMENTER,  fiom  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the 
President  of  the  United  Slates  to  direct  trnnsrers 
of  appropriations  for  the  uavnl  service  under  cer- 
tain circumstances. 

This  bill  having  been  rend  fwico, 

Mr.  PAR.M  ENTER  cxplniiii-d  the  objects  of 
the  bill,  and  expressed  the  hope  that  it  would  then 
be  pnl  on  its  passage.  The  object  was  to  enable 
the  Secretary  to  transfer  the  balances  of  appro- ' 
priationsfrom  objects  where  they  were  not  wanted 
to  works  which  had  been  commenced  and  which 
had  been  suspended  in  cniiaequence  of  the  ex- 
haustion of  the  appropriations.  By  this  means, 
the  Secretary  would  be  enabled  to  i^rfv  on  some 
works  of  importance,  and  lo  give  employment  to 
a  number  of  mechanics  who  were  necessarily  dis. 
charged  during  the  recess. 

Mr.  BARNARD  observed,  that  from  the  in- 
formation he  had  received,  he  fe.ircd  that  the  gen- 
tleman would  not  be  able  lo  effect  (he  object  he 
had  in  Tiew  by  the  passage  of  rhc  bill  before  them. 
He  understood,  that  even  if  there  should  l>c  a 
transfer  of  appropriations  allowed,  there  were  out- 
aianding  accounts  against  the  Department  suffi- 
cient in  amount  to  absorb  till  these  balances;  so 
that  the  object  of  the  Secretary,  to  set  these  men 
to  work,  could  not  be  accoinpli'shcd  without  new 
appropriations. 

Mr.  PARMENTER  replied,  that  the  gentle- 
man was  under  a  mistake;  that  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  would  show  thnl  the  og- 
f;regate  of  the  appropriations  was  stilKcient  for 
the  service;  and  that  all  that  was  wonted  lo  carry  | 
on  the  works  of  the  fiscal  year,  was  to  enable  him 
to  transfer  appropriations  from  objects  where 
tbcy  were  not  wanted  to  others  where  there  was 
a  pressing  necessity  for  them,  and  to  meet  such 
emergencies  of  the  service  as  could  not  have  been 
foreseen. 

Mr.  0.  J.  INGERSOLL  asked  if  it  would  not 
be  better  to  iiass  this  bill  over  to  to-morrow.  Ue 
eonsidei-ed  ihe  subject  too  important  to  be  passed 
through  without  more  mature  reflection. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  said  he  was  about  to  sub- 
init4i  motion  that  would  put  a  stop  to  this  pro- 
ceeding. He  was  not  willing  that  a  matter  of 
this  importance  should  be  passed  through  without 
full  discussion  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  House; 
and  he  therefore  moved  to  refer  it  to  that  commit- 
tee. He  made  this  motion  for  the  reason  that  the 
House  llad  no  control  over  the  expenditures  of 
Ihe  Navy,  without  adhering  to  the  practice  of 
specific  appropriations;  for  there  was  no  limit  of 
a  peace  establishment  for  the  Navy;  anit  the 
Secretary  could  make  the  expenditures  for  par- 
ticular objects  what  he  pleased,  if  allowsu- to 
transfer  the  appropriations  in  this  way.  For  ex- 
ample: nt  the  last  session,  they  appropriated 
♦1,00(1,000  for  certain  objects,  on  which  the  Sec- 
retary had  gone  on  to  employ  hands  enough  to 
exhaust  (2,000,000 — thus  setting  his  discretion 
above  that  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  Slates. 
It  was  in  this  way  that  he  furnished  an  argument 
for  additional  expenditures  to  keep  these  men  in 
employ,  and  threw  the  odium  of  refusing  to  con- 
tinue iliem  on  Congress.  He  hoped,  therefore, 
that  this  subject  would  betaken  up  and  fully  dis- 
cussed in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  It  was  a 
matter  that  ought  not  to  be  left  to  (lie  discretion 


of  any  Secretary,  but  ought  to  be  controlled  by 
specific  appropriations.  He  moved  to  refer  the 
bill  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union. 

Mr.  PARMENTER  here  read  nn  extract  from 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  more 
fully  to  show  the  objects  of  the  bill,  and  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  transfers.  He  objectetl  to  the  refer- 
ence to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  because  two 
months  at  least  would  elapse  before  it  could  be 
acted  nn;  and  the  necessities  of  the  service  were 
immediate  and  urgent. 

Mr.  C.JOHNSON  said  that,  by  making  these 
transfers,  the  House  would  lose  all  control  of  the 
expenditures  of  the  Navy,  and  enable  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy  to  put  the  country  to  an  ex- 
pense for  certain  objects  that  the  House  never 
contemplnlcd. 

Mr.  LEVY  observed  that  it  was  not  his  habit 
to  intrude  any  remarks  of  his  on  the  House,  ex- 
cept when  the  business  of  the  Territory  he  rep- 
resented was  under  consideration;  but  he  could 
not  refrain,  at  the  present  moment,*from  stating 
a  fact  which  would  clearly  show  the  propriety  of 
referring  this  subject  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  as  proposed  by  the  gentleman  fcom  Ten- 
nessee, [Mr.  C.  Johnson.]  Out  of  eight  or  nine 
hundred  thousand  dollars  which  had  been  appro- 
priated for  the  repairs  of  the  navy-yard  at  Pen- 
sacola,  (the  only  naval  station  south  of  Virginis,) 
there  were  at  least  |350,000  unaccounted  fur  by 
the  Navy  Department;  and  why  was  it  not  ac- 
counted for?  Because  the  Secretary,  instead  of 
applying  this  sum  lo  the  Pensacnia  nnvy-yard, 
(for  which  it  wiis  appropriated,)  had  taken  it 
upon  himself  to  expend  it  on  other  yards.  The 
simple  mention  of  this  fact  was  enough,  he  thought, 
to  show  the  House  the  necessity  of  adopting  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee. 

Mr.  HALE  hoped  that  this  bill  would  take  ihe 
direction  proposed  for  it  by  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  [Mr.  C.  Johnson.]  If  there  was  one 
Department  of  the  Government  that  requin'd  a 
must  searching  investigation,  it  was  that  of  the 
Navy;  and  he  hoped  that  no  appropriation  would 
be  made  for  it,  nor  any  transfer  appropriations 
be  made,  as  proposed  by  this  bill,  until  that  in- 
vestigation was  had.  Tlieappropriniions  for  the 
naval  service  had  swelled  out  from  (4,00(1,000 
(what  they  were  in  General  Jackson's  time)  up 
to  eight  or  nine  million  dollars.  Nine  million  dol- 
lars, he  believed,  was  what  was  asked  for  by  the 
present. Secretary;  and  this,  too,  in  time  ol'^pro- 
found  peace.  It  was  time  to  put  an  end  to  these 
enormous  appropriations,  which  amounted  to 
more  than  were  made  in  any  year  of  the  Inst  war, 
when  the  Navy  was  winning  laurels  from  the 
most  powerful  nation  on  the  earth.  It  would  be 
well  for  gentlemen,  who  had  other  important  in- 
terests in  their  care,  to  look  at  the  vast  amount 
of  appropriations  for  the  Navy,  and  sec  if  they 
could  not  cut  them  down,  so  as  to  leave  more  for 
those  objects.  For  his  part,  he  would  vote  liber- 
ally for  many  important  objects,  and  on  which 
there  would  be  something  to  show  for  the  money 
expended,  rather  than  see  it  squandered  on  the 
Navy,  and  leaving  no  more  of  a  trace  behind  than 
our  ships  leave  behind  them  on  the  ocean.  He 
trusted  that  this  bill  would  not  be  touched  for  the 
present;  and  that  the  naval  appropriations  would 
be  delayed  until  an  iiivesiigation  could  be  had. 
He  had  no  doubt  thnl  a  proper  investigation  would 
result  in  showing  that  the  naval- appropriations 
could  advantageously  be  cut  down  at  least  four  or 
five  million  dollars. 

Mr.  PARMENTER  agreed  with  the  gentle- 
man from  New  Hampshire,  that,  to  a  considera- 
ble extent,  the  appropriations  called  for  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  were  too  high;  but  that 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  question  before  the 
House.  This  bill  was  to  provide  for  pressing 
emergencies;  and  unless  it  passed  speedily,  the 
public  service  would  suffer.  If  necessary,  he 
would  be  willing  to  modify  it  in  any  way  to  suit 
gentlemen,  though  the  bill  was  presented  in  the 
usual  form  of  bills  of  the  kind,  and  it  was  neces- 
sary in  this  branch  of  the  public  service  to  \'e8t 
some  discretion  in  the  Executive;  but  he.  must 
object  to  the  reference  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  as  that  proceeding  would  cause  a  delay 
of  ut  least  two  months.  As  to  the  investigations 
recommended  by  the  gentleman  from  New  Hamp- 
shire, he  had  no  objection  to  them,  and  he  would 
be  willing  to  go  for  any  reduction  in  the  naval 


service  that  might  be  shown  to  be  necessary  and 
expedient;  but  in  the  mean  time  these  necessary 
expendilurea  roust  be  provided  for. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  asked  if  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs  hud  inquired  into  the  expenditures 
of  the  lost  summer?  He  understood  that  in  the 
latter  part  of  it  the  department  had  expended 
nearly  two  million  dollars,  and,  by  this  means, 
brought  about  the  very  state  of  things  llicy  were 
now  seeking  to  remedy. 

Mr.  BE  AIiDSLEY  was  not  sufficiently  familiar 
with  the  acts  of  Congress  on  this  subject  and  the 
bill  before  the  House,  lo  enable  him  to  speak  of 
that  part  of  the  bill  which  was  the  subject  of  dis- 
cussion, with  precision;  but  he  undei-stood  the 
main  scope  of  it  was  to  appropriate  certain  portions 
of  the  public  money  to  meet  certain  unforeseen 
contingencies  of  the  service,  that  were  now  press- 
ing and  urgent;  or,  in  other  words,  to  loke  money 
that  was  not  wanted  fqr  the  objects  for  which 
it  had  been  appropriated,  and  apply  it  toother 
objects  where  it  was  wanted.  Now,  it  seemed  to 
him  that  the  remarks  of  gentlemen  with  regard 
to  the  enormous  expenditures  of  the  Navy  De- 
partment did  not  bear  on  the  case  before  the 
House.  There  might  have  been  two  millions 
intstead  of  one  expended  in  two  months;  the  na- 
val appropriations  might  enormously  have  in- 
creaseii  for  the  last  ten  years,  and  the  Secretary 
mi«:ht  have  estimated  for  more  money  than  ought 
to  be  expended  on  ihis  branch  of  the  service;  but 
was  that  a  good  reason  for  resisting  this  bill, 
which  was  to  provide  for  objects  ofimmedialo 
and  pressing  necessity  ?  When  they  were  about 
appropriating  money  for  the  naval  service,  it 
would  be  time  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of 
giving  the  (9,000,000  the  Secretary  asked  for.  It 
might  be  iliat  the  Secretary,  in  his  expenditures, 
had  gone  further  than  he  was  allowed  by  law  to 
go;  but  all  this  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  ques- 
tion before  the  House,  and  they  hnd  the  means 
of  reaching  him  at  the  proper  time,  if  such  should 
be  found  to  be  the  fact.  He  hoped,  therefore, 
that  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see would  not  prevail,  and  that  this  bill  would 
not  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
to  be  thereby  delayed-  some  two  months.  He 
hoped  that  it  would  be  laid  on  the  table,  and 
printed,  so  that  the  members  might  examine  it; 
and  if  it  should  be  found  that  there  wei-e  neces- 
sary and  proper  expenditures  which  ought  to  be 
provided  for,  that  they  would  take  the  bill  up, 
and  pass  it. 

Mr.  BLACK  observed  that  he  should  vote  for 
the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee; 
but,  at  the  spme  lime,  he  must  remark  that  he  re- 
gretted In  witness  a  tone  of  feeling  in  regard  to  the 
Navy  which  he  could  not  but  consider  as  hostile. 
He  was  lead  to  this  conclusion  from  hearing  the 
remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire; 
and  though  he  would  heartily  a^ree  wiih  that  gen- 
tleman on  reducing  the  expenditures  of  the  Navy, 
he  must  express  the  high  regard  he  felt  for  that 
arm  of  our  national  defense.  It  was  that  arm  of 
our  defense  which  was  most  important  to  the 
South,  and  to  the  whole  Atlantic  sea-board,  and 
it  was  the  one  that  would  be  first  r.nlled  to  meet 
the  enemy  in  the  event  of  a  war.  While  he  was 
willing  to  vote  to  cut  down  the  appropriations,  he 
was  still  ready  to  vote  enough  to  keep  the  Navy 
up  to  its  prenent  rate. 

The  SPEAKER  then  put  the  question  on  the 
reference  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
stale  of  the  Union;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ROGERS  moved  that  the  House  adjourn; 
which  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  renewed  his  motion 
that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  a  Ckimmittee  of 
the  Whole,  with  the  view  of  calling  up  the  bill  to 
refund  General  Jackson's  fine. 

The  SPEAKER  informed  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  that  all  the  committees  had  not  been 
called  for  reports,  and  therefore  his  motion  was 
not  in  order. 

Mr.  WELLER,  from  (he  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  made  an  adverse  report  on  a  petition 
for  relief. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  that  resolutions 
were  now  in  order,  which  would  be  called  for  by 
Slates. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  moved  the  nostpone- 
mcnt  of  that  order  of  bueincsa,  tliat  tkc  House 
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might  go  ioto  Committee  of  the  Whole;  which 
motion  was  negatived. 

The  SPEAKER  called  for  rcaolutions  from  the 
Slate  of  Maine. 
Mr.  HAMLIN  offered  the  following: 
Re$otveii,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  he  requented  tn 
coinniunicatc  to  tiiii  Hi>u»e  the  names  of  persona  who  were 
pntilli;d  to  bounty  landii  in  the  last  war,  who  liave  not  ob- 
tained Uicir  wnrranljt.  Ai^n,  liie  namea  ofsuch  persona  na 
have  obtained  Uieir  warrants,  bnt  liave  neglected  to  take 
unt  ilieir  pat^iu;  tofseilier  with  the  place  of  abode  and 
place  ol'enliatinetit  ofauch  peraoiu.  m 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that  this  resolution 
must  lie  over  one  day,  under  the  rule. 

Mr. HALE,  when  New  Hampshire  wascalled, 
offered  the  following: 

Raetted,  That  the  Seeivuiry  of  th«  Navy  be  inatrncted 
to  report  to  thia  IJouae  when  the  home  ariuadron  waa  lint 
eatahliahed  by  law;  what  have  been  the  annual  cxpenditurea 
for  it,  and  how  much  of  the  eatiniated  expeuae  of  tlie  next 
year  ia  intended  for  that  purp<ipc. 

The  resolution  was  understood  to  lie  over. 

Mr.  REDING  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

i2c«o<ce*r.  That  three  thousand  cnpica  cxtm  of  the  eati- 
matea  of  appropriationa  be  printed  for  the  uae  of  the  inein- 
bera  of  the  liouae. 

This  resolution  was  also  laid  over. 

Mr.  BURKE  offered  a  resolution — and  on  this 
he  moved  the  previous  question — fixing  Thurs- 
day next  to  go  into  an  election  of  Postmaster  for 
this  House. 

On  seconding  the  motion  for  ihe  previous  ques- 
tion, no  quorum  voted — ayes  53,  noes  63. 

Mr.  WELLER  moved  an  adjournment. 

Mr.  REDING  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered;  and  resulted — yeas  67,  nays 
89. 

The  motion  was  therefore  negatived. 

Mr.  BURKE  then  modified  his  motion,  fixing 
•he  4th  of  January  for  "the  election,  instead  of 
Thursday  next;  but  on  the  question  uf  seconding 
the  motion  for  the  previous  question,  there  was 
no  quorum  voting. 

Tlie  House  then  adjourned. 


The  followinj  notleea  of  peiiilona  preacnicd  to-day  were 
handed  to  the  reporters  by  the  iniMnbera  prei>entins  ihem: 

By  Mr.  HOUzJTON  :  A  pt^lilion  from  aunUry  citizcna  of 
Alatiaina,  pmyinj;  ilie  cstnt>li!'lnnent  of  a  mail  route  from 
Somerville,  Morgan  conniy,  via  Jaaper,  Walker  county,  to 
Tuacalooaa.  Alahnuia;  which  waa  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  V\y^}.  OITice  and  Poat  Itoad.'*. 

By  Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana  ;  A  petition  of  James  Brric- 
aon  and  three  linndred  and  fifty  othera.citixena  of  Knox 
county,  Indiana,  prnyin^n  donation  of  refuae  landc,  to  im- 
prove the  uranil  rapida  of  tlie  Wab;iah  river;  which  waa 
referred  to  the  Cnnimiitrc  on  rnblic  Landa. 

liy  Mr.  IIAUI'ER:  Tlie  |>elilion  of  Saninel  Drew,  of 
Muskinguni  county.  Ohio,  prayiii;*  for  a  penaion ;  wllicll 
waa  referred  to  ilie  Conirniltec  on  liivaiid  Fenxiona. 

Uy  Mr.  PRATT;  The  pt^uiion  of  Janiea  Dixon, for  aeltte- 
meut  of  hia  account  for  extra  work  done  on  Alexandria 
court -houae ;  winch  was  referred  to  the  Committee  for  tlic 
Diatrict  of  C<dunihia. 

Alao,  Uie  petition  of  John  P.  In^le  and  fjthnra,  for  Gov- 
ernment to  buy  an  addition  to  Con2re«atniial  fiuryins- 
(iround  ;  which  waa  rcOtrred  lo  llic  Coainiittee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Biiildiriga  and  Gmiiiid-*. 

Alao,  Ihe  pi'tition  of  William  W.  fleaton  and  othera,  for 
a  public  clock ;  which  waa  referred  to  the  Cuinmiuce  on 
the  Public  Uuildinxa  and  Ground*. 

lly  Ml.  (;.  M.  RBBU :  The  pt^ilinn  of  Gcorse  Selden  and 
two  hundred  othera, citiZf^naofErir^,  I'eiinaylvania,  prayiii;; 
nn  appropriation  for  the  harlior  at  Erie ;  which  was  referred 
to  (he  CuniHiitti;e  on  Comtn  erce. 

Alao,  the  pciition  of  Joarplt  Drown,  a  pcncioner,  asking 
for  back  penaion ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Penaiona. 

Vy  Mr.  JENK8 :  The  peiilinn  of  Jo'pph  R.  Willct,  son 
and  legal  repreaenialivc  of  Gener.-il  Auguatin  Willet,'  for 
ndvancca  and  snpplica  for  the  revolntioiinry  nriiiy ;  which 
waa  referred  m  the  Oiumiitec  on  Revolniionary  Claima. 

lly  .Mr.  PABMGNTER:  The  pptilicin  ofBenJainin  1'hoinp- 
son  and  aeventy  olliera,  ofChnrteatown,  Maaaaellil.aetta,  lor 
the  diacontinuaiicc  of  the  apirit  niliiHi  in  the  Navy. 

Alao,  the  petition  of  Moaea  Noyea,  for  seven  y'eara*  half 
pay  on  account  of  the  services  of  his  father  during  the  rev- 
olutionary war. 

Alao,  the  petition  of  Marin  Bfthiii:  for  a  pension,  on  ac- 
count of  scrvicea  of  her  liuaband  in  ttie  naval  service. 

Dy  Mr.  ANDERSON:  The  polilinn  and  |iapers  in  the 
case  of  Maltliewa,  Wood  &.  Hall,  for  daniasea  arising  on  a 
contract  lor  aupplyiiig  inarhln  for  the  New  York  cusloui- 
lionse ;  which  waa  referred  to  the  Cominitlce  of  Claims. 

ny  Mr.  BOSSIER:  A  peiiiinnnr  William  Cook,  praying 
Congreas  to  paas  a  bill  granting  li'ini  title  to  n  irnct  or  land ; 
which  was  referred  to  Uie  Cuuiniiitec  on  Private  Land 
Claima. 

Also,  the  petition  of  the  ciiixens  of  Natchitoches,  Sabine, 
Caddo,  De  Soto,  Bossier,  Oiiaehitn,  Avoyelles,  Rapides, 
and  Catahoula,  praying  Congress  to  pnsa  a  bill  for  remount- 
ing the  second  regiment  as  a  drasiHin  corpa ;  whicll  was 
relerred  lo  the  f^nnimiitee  on  Military  .^ITaira. 

Alao,  the  petition  of  citixciie  of  Caddo,  Louisiana,  pray- 
in;  to  vhunje  tlia  route  from  Natchitoches  to  Shtcvcpon, 


via  Loganport,  to  Orleans ;  which  was  rel^ired  lo  Ihe  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roada. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TIBUATT3,  "  A  supplement  to  the 
petition  of  the  practical  aleaiu  engineers  and  others,  of  the 
city  of  Cincinnati ,  to  the  Congress  of  iheUnited  Slatea,*'  was 
wiltidrawn  from  the  files  of  the  Houae,  and  referred  to  lite 
Committee  on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  REDING  n.'iked  leave  to  withdraw  from  the  flies  of 
the  Elouae  the  mt  inorials  and  papers  in  the  cases  of  Mra. 
O.  F.  Ladd,  and  Mr.  Theodore  Gould,  and  that  Ihey  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions. 

By  Mr.  STILES:  The  joint  pelilion  of  Uie  Cily  Council 
and  Port  Society  of  the  ciiy  of  Savannah,  in  relation  to  a 
disposition  of  tlie  military  site  of  Fort  Wayne,  in  said  city ; 
which  >was  referred  in  tlie  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

By  Mr.  SEYMOUR,  of  New  York:  The  petitiona  of 
Mary  Green  and  Gertrude  Thomas,  of  the  Slate  of  New 
York,  tile  widows  of  deceased  revolutionary  soldiers,  pray- 
ing severally  for  pensions  by  the  extension  of  the  proviaiona 
of  ilic  act  of  Congress  of  July7, 1838,  to  tlie  widows  of  such 
revolutionary  solilicrs  as  were  laarricd  after  Ihe  1st  day  of 
January,  1794. 

By  Air.  SLIDELL :  Tile  petition  of  P.  Ducoing,  for  ar- 
rears of  iicnaion  for  diaabiliiy  cau.aed  by  a  wound  received 
in  the  battle  of  the  8th  of  January,  1815;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pcnrions. 

Alao,  the  petition  of  heirs  of  Carlos  de  Villemont,  pray- 
ing for  confirmation  of  tiUc  to  a  tract  of  land  in  Arkansas ; 
which  was  referred  to  Uie  Committee  on  I'rivate  Land 
Claiina. 

Also,  the  petition  of  J.  Riley  Knight,  Ibr  compensation 
for  losses  by  him  anatained  when  keeper  of  the  light  -houae 
at  the  mouth  of  ilte  Miaaiaaippi.  by  hurricanea;  which  was 
refiTred  lo  the  Cntnmitlee  on  Commerce. 

Also,  the  petition  ol  J.  II.  Caldwell  and  others,  lo  he  re- 
leased from  pnymnnl  of  certain  duty-lioiulafor  iron  import- 
ed for  the  nae  of  the  New  Orleans  and  Nashville  Railroad 
ConifMiny  ;  which  waa  referred  to  the  l^ontmittee  of  Ways 
and  Means. 

By  Mr.  noWI.IN:  The  pelilion  of  John  A.  Dougherty 
and  nliout  five  hundred  othera,  citizens  of  Miaaouri.  aalting  lo 
have  an  apprntiriation  foraaupvi'y,aiid  the  marking  out  and 
calabliahing  the  bnnndary  of  the  (iFegon  Terrilory,  and  ex- 
tending^ Uie  jiiriadictinn  of  ihc  United  Slates  over  tiie  aame  ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  ou  the  Terrilorie.*. 

Alao,  Uie  petition  of  Henry  8.  Geyer  and  one  hundred  and 
five  members  of  the  St.  Louia  bar,  praving  for  an  additional 
terra  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States,  to  be  held  in 
f)ciober  of  each  year  at  St.  Louis,  Missouri;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Alao,  the  mr*inoriat  of  the  Mayor  and  Cominoif  Council 
of  the  city  of  St.  Louia,  asking  an  nppropritttioii  lor  the  im- 
provement of  the  harbor  of  St.  Louia,  and  to  protect  it  from 
ulUniate  destrucUon  ;  which  was  referred  to  Uie  Committee 
on  Commerce. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  Miaaouri,  asking 
appropriations  for  the  improvement  of  ttie  iMisaiaaippi  and 
Its  tributaries,  by  removing  snaga,  sawyers,  itc;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roada  and  Caiiala,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

By  Mr.  DODGE,  of  Wisconsin:  The  iietition  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  town  of  Lisbon,  counly  of  Milwaukee, 
Territory  of  Wisconsin,  aaking  Congri'aa  for  the  establiah- 
nient  of  a  mail  route  from  the  town  of  Milwaukee,  via  Lis- 
bon, and  Warren  township,  to  inicraeet  ilie  northern  route 
at  Stiniinit,  in  said  county  of  Milwaukee. 

Also,  tile  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Wauwauloosft,  in 
the  couiiiy  of  Milwaukee,  Terrilory  of  Wisconsin,  asking 
thc-t£i<tabliahmeiitof  a  mail  route  from  Uie  town  of  Milwau- 
kee, and  running  n  iiortliweaianllv  direction  Uirough  the 
towns  of  Rrookfii'Id,  Lisbon,  and  Warren,  interaeeUng  Ihe 
northweaieni  mail  route  at  Summit  that  runs  Uirougb  Pi- 
persville,  Watertown,  and  to  Fox  Lake. 

Alao,  the  piMition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Lis- 
bon, counly  of  Milwaukee,  Terrilory  of  Wiaconsin.  aaking 
for  the  eaiabtiahinent  of  a  mail  route  from  the  town  of  Mil- 
waukee, running  from  thence  a  northwestardly  direction 
tbrouijh  Uie  towns  of  Wauwaulooaa,  Bronkfieid,  Lisbon, 
atid  Warren,  iiiteraecting  a  mail  route  at  Summit,  in  said 
county,  that  waa  eatnhtiahed  by  Congre-as  in  184-2,  and  nin- 
rlng  from  Summit,  via  Pipersvillc  and  Watertown,  to  Wa- 
sharn,  in  Dodge  county. 

Alao,  the  petition  of'the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  War- 
ren, in  the  county  of  Milwaukee,  in  the  Territory  of  Wia- 
eonain,  asking  thecat;itdiRhmentof  a  mail  route,  commenc- 
ing at  the  town  of  Milwaukee,  and  running  through  the 
towns  of  Wauwaulooaa,  Brookfield,  Lisbon,  and  Warren, 
lo  Sumniil,  iiiteraecting  a  mail  route  at  Suintiiit  ihnt  runs 
from  Sninmit  to  Piperfville,  Watertown,  and  to  Waahara, 
in  Dodge  eoiiniy. 

Also,  a  petition  Ibr  the  establishment  ofamail  mute  from 
Makaonago,  in  Milwaukco  county,  Temlory  of  Wisconsin, 
via  Eagle  Prairie,  Whitewater,  and  l^nrt  Atltinson,  to  Mad- 
ison, the  seat  of  government  in  said  Territory. 


IN  SENATE. 

Wedkesdat,  Dtcembtr  27,  1843. 

!  The  PRESIDENT  pro  (empore  laid  before  the 
j  Senate  a  communication  from  the  War  Dcpart- 
,  inent,  covering  a  report  from  the  Commissioner 
of  Indian  Affairs,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the 
,  Senate  of  the  3d  of  March  Inst,  relating  to  the 
ij  first  or  old  Cherokee  settlers  west  of  Arkansas; 
U  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  KINO,  was  referred  to 
il  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

jl  PETITIONS  AND  MEMORIALS. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  presented  a  memorial 
from  citizens  of  Wisconsin,  praying  for  a  grant 
of  land  for  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of 
the  Neenah  or  Wisconsin  river;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 


Mr.  EVANS  presented  a  petition  from  Nich- 
olas Thomas,  praying  to  be  allowed  thepension 
which  was  due  to  his  father,  Nicholas  Thomas, 
a  soldier  of  the  Revolution;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 

Mr.  SEMPLE  presented  a  petition  from  Wil- 
liam S.  Brown,  anil  Edward  8.  Brown  and  others, 
praying  for  a  confirmation  of  certain  land  titles; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  presented  a  petition  from 
Jacob  M.  Folansbee,  praying  for  arrears  of  pen- 
sion; which  was  referrcil  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions. 

Mr.  BREE8E  presented  a  memorial  from  D. 
6.  Holbrook,  in  behalf  of  the  Great  Western 
Railroad  Company  of  Illinois,  praying  for  a  pre- 
emption right  to  some  of  the  public  lands;  which 
was  referred  to  Ihe  Committee  on  Public  Lands; 
and  a  motion  to  prim,  to  the  Committee  on  Print- 
ing. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
president  and  directors  of  the  Tonawanda  Rail- 
road Company,  of  the  State  of  New  York,  pray- 
ing Congress  to  extend,  for  a  limited  perioil,  the 
law  exempting  from  duly  railroad  iron  actually 
laid  down. 

Mr.  W.  said  thia  memorial  was  on  a  subject 
of  some  interest,  and  as  it  was  very  short,  and 
discussed  the  question  in  all  its  bearings,  he 
moved  that  it  be  printed,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

The  latter  part  of  the  motion  wiu  agreed  to; 
and  the  former  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pointing. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 

■  On  motion  of  Mr.  WOODBURY,  it  was 

Ofderrd,  That  Uie  (leiition  ofMahichl  Hogan, praying  for 
indemnity  for  losses  ausiained  in  Florida,  be  taken  from  the 
Ales  and  referred  la  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KINO,  it  was 

Orilered,  That  the  memorial  of  the  lirin  of  Samiwl  B. 
ThomiMon  be  taken  from  the  files  of  the  Senate  aad  re- 
ferred tu  the  Committee  un  Naval  Affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BATES,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Catharine  Hsywaid,  pisjr- 
ing  for  a  pension,  be  taken  from  the  file*  and  refeirea  to  tie 
Committee  on  Pensions. 

BILL  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  6REESE,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  au- 
thorizing persons  to  whom  reservations  of  lanils 
have  been  and  shall  be  made  under  Indian  treaties, 
to  alienate  the  same  in  fee;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

NOTICE  OF  A  BILL. 

Mr.  BAGBY  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on  to- 
morrow, ask  leave  lo  introduce  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  George  S.  Gaines. 

EXECUTIVE  SESSIONS. 

The  resolution  introduced  by  Mr.  Ali.ek,  on 
yesterday,  to  amend  the  40th  rule  of  the  Senate, 
BO  OS  to  have  certain  executive  business  transacted 
in  open  Senate,  instead  of  with  closed  doors,  came 
up  for  consideration;  but  was,  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Tappan,  passed  over  informally,  the  mover 
not  then  being  in  his  seat. 

EXPENDITURES  OP  GOVERNMENT. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr. 
Walker  yesterday,  came  up  for  consideration: 

lUtolved,  That  tlie  President  of  the  United  State*  be  re- 
quested to  cause  to  be  communicated  to  the  Senate  at  as 
early  period  lU  practicable,  a  statement  of  the  expenditures 
of^iie  Governmcni,  eacli  year,  from  :ts  organixaUon  up  to 
tlie  present  period,  and  where  and  for  what  purpose  these 
expenditures  were  made. 

Mr.  EVANS  inquired  of  the  Senatorfrom  Mis- 
sissippi [Mr.  WalecrI  if  he'could  not  get  all  the 
information  he  desired  by  the  resolution  from  the 
public  documents.  He  believed  that  a  report 
showing  the  expenditures  of  the  Government  to 
the  end  of  the  year  1840  had  been  made;  and  he 
thought  the  public  documents,  annually  thereaf- 
ter, would  show  all  he  desired. 

Mr.  WALKER  did  not  find  in  those  reports 
the  information  he  desired.  They  did  notspecify 
where  and  for  what  purposes  the  expenditures 
were  made. 

Mr.  EVANS  believed  that,  in  the  report  of  the 
Department,  made  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of 
1840,  the  expenditures  of  the  Government,  from 
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tu  organization  to  that  time,  were  specifically 
publianed. 

Mr.  WALKER  thought  theexpenditures  were 
•et  down  under  {general  heads,  but  not  with  tliat 
specification  which  his  resolution  called  for. 

Mr.  EVANS  ^id  not  exactly  know  the  neces- 
sity for  such  specification .  He  believed  it  would 
be  a  matter  of  very  great  difficulty.  It  would 
cause  a  great  deal  of  unnecessary  labor  and  waat» 
of  time  to  the  Deparimentat  a  period  in  which  that 
time  was  most  precious.  It  may  impose  n  great 
expense  on  the  Department.  If  all  the  Senator 
wanted  was  information  as  to  where  and  for  what 
purposes  certai  n  ex  pend  i  tu  res  were  made,  he  cou  Id 
•urely  gain  that  information  without  involving  the 
Department  in  such  an  unnecessary  expense.  He 
did  not  wish  to  throw  any  obstacles  in  the  way, 
when  gertlemen  offered  resolutions  of  inquiry; 
bat  it  really  appeared  to  him  that,  in  this  instance, 
sufficient  information  could  be  obtained  at  less 
expense.    

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  observed  that,  with  re- 
gard to  the  words  "  where,  and  for  what  pur- 
pose," h^  would  be  glad  to  have  some  further 
explanation  from  the  Senator  from  Mississippi. 
He  imagined  the  document  called  for  by  the  res- 
olution would  bu  very  voluminous,  indeed,  for 
general  use.  He  would  like  to  know  from  the 
gentleman  what  his  expectations  are  in  regard  to 
It. 

Mr.  WALKER  said,  if  this  resolution  was  to 
be  resisted,  he  should  be  constrained  to  call  for 
the  yeas  and  nays  upon  its  adoption.  This  year, 
and  for  many  years,  the  grants  of  small  portions 
of  the  public  domain,  made  to  the  new  States 
for  ample  equivalents,  were  paraded  io  each 
House  of  Congress  and  before  the  country,  and 
eflToria  made  to  produce  the  impression  that  the 
West  had  been  too  much  favored  by  the  Govern- 
ment. Now,  he  desired  to  know,  and  the  answer 
to  this  resolution  would  for  the  first  time  inform 
the  people  of  the  Union,  where  and  in  what 
States  the  moneys  of  the  Union  were  expended. 
He  had  examined  the  places  of  these  expenditures 
for  a  single  session;  and  if  this  was  a  criterion 
of  the  whole,  seven  eighths  of  the  public  expend- 
itures had  Ijeen  made,  not  in  the  West,  bnt  upon 
the  sea-board  States;  and  he  wished  that  all 
should  know  the  fact,  that  it  might  be  shown  that 
the  new  Stales  of  the  West,  so  far  from  being 
greatly  favored,  had  been  more  neglected  than 
any  other  portion  of  this  great  Confederacy. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  said,  that  perhaps  he  ought 
to  slate  a  fact  or  two  in  connection  with  this  sub- 
ject which  other  gentlemen  might  not  at  this  mo- 
ment recollect.  Soon  after  his  connection  with 
the  Treasury  Department,  it  struck  him  that  a 
tabular  statement  of  the  receipts,  as  well  as  the 
expenditures,  in  each  Slate,  annually,  would  be 
interesting,  if  not  useful.  He  thererore  attempted 
it  for  one  year,  and  reported  it  to  Congress,  in 
connection  with  a  document  which,  in  1834-35, 
was  published.  He  afterwards  extended  it  to 
one  or  two  years  more,  but  was  not  certain  that 
the  last  had  been  printed.  There  was  not  much 
difficulty  in  giving  the  actual  receipts  from  cus- 
toms and  lands  in  each  State,  as  the  location  nf 
the  custom-houses  and  land  offices  was  well 
known.  But  (he  origin  of  the  miscellaneous  re- 
ceipts il  was  troublesome  inaflix;  and  it  was  im- 
possible to  say  how  much  of  the  money  for  lands 
and  duties  came  from  the  inhabitants  of  the 
States  where  it  was  paid. 

Io  resiicct  to  the  expenditures,  those  in  each 
Stale  for  local  objects — such  as  forts,  light-houses, 
internal  improvements,  pensions,  navy-yards, 
&c. — would  be  easily  apportioned ;  but  others  were 
complex  and  uncertain,  and  often  by  no  means 
-went  to  the  benefit  of  the  State  or  its  inhabitants 
where  they  happened  to  be  paid  out.  It  was  prac- 
ticable, however,  Io  divide  innat  of  them  with  ac- 
curacy enough  for  general  purposes, 

Mr.  W.  said  he  v/as  not  aware  that  any  other 
attempt  to  show  the  locality  of  both  the  receipts 
and  expenditures  in  the  Gciicral  Government  had 
been  made  than  that  just  referred  to,  though  a 
report  to  Congress  had,  in  former  years,  been 
presented,  showing  the  expenditures  in  each  State 
foralength  of  lime,  under  certain  specific  heads — 
■och  as  forts,  roadA,  i&c. 

So  the  revenue  collected  in  each  Stale  from  cus- 
toms, and  from  lands  also,  had,  from  time  to 
time,  been  givcx  to  the  public  and  to  Congress. 
lie  was  ealieficd,  therefore,  thai,  though  the  ex- 


penses each  year,  under  general  heads,  in  the 
whole  Union,  were  published,  down  to  1840 — as 
intimated  by  the  Senator  from  Maine,  [Mr. 
EvAKs] — yet  the  particular  States  or  Territories 
where  the  expenses  had  been  made  in  each  year 
had  not  been  given  for  all  of  the  expenses,  and 
for  each  year.  Hence,  as  the  resolution  could  in 
I  that  respect  be  answered — though  with  consider- 
able labor  and  some  uncertainly — he  was  in  favor 
of  its  passage,  since  a  document  of  the  kind  would, 
for  some  purposes,  be  valuable  and  interesting. 

Mr.  EVANS  did  not  intend  to  oppose  the  res- 
olution. He  thought,  however,  that  it  would  be 
very  unnecessary  information  when  obtained, and 
would  give  very  fallacious  views  of  the  expend- 
itures of  the  Government,  on  the  very  points  the 
Senatoraimed  at.  Suppose  a  considerable  quan- 
tity of  hemp,  grown  in  Kentucky  or  Missouri, 
i  were  brought  to  the  navy-yard  at  Charlestown, 
I  and  there  paid  for:  the  expenditure  would  appear 
i  to  be  made  at  Charlestown,  although  the  money 
I  and  benefit  went  to  ihe  States  where  the  article 
I  was  produced.  So  it  was  with  provisions  and 
materials  for  the  use  of  the  Government.  Live- 
oak,  used  in  our  ship-building,  was  not  paid  for 
at  the  placeof  itsgrowth,butappearedon  the  bills 
of  expenditures  at  the  places  of  its  consumption. 
It  might  appear  as  if  these  expenditures  were 
made  in  New  York  or  Massachusetts,  thou<;h 
quite  a  different  quarter  reaped  all  the  benefit. 
The  payments  are  made  at  the  places  of  delivery, 
and  not  at  the  places  of  growth  or  manufacture. 
The  expenditures  for  arsenals,  fortifications,  dbc, 
would,  in  like  manner,  if  duly  inquired  into,  be 
found  not  to  be  for  the  sole  benefit  of  ihc  places  of 
expenditure.  This  is  the  case  with  regard  In  a 
great  variety  of  theexpenditures  which  would  be 
specified  under  this  call.  The  information  was 
not,  therefore',  to  be  relied  upon  when  obtained; 
and  really  he  could  not  see  what  objcet  was  to  be 
attained  by  il,  unless  to  give  occasion  for  dispu- 
tations about  sectional  ttivoritism.  And  as  the 
Senator  had  alluded  to  thcgrants  of  public  lands 
to  the  new  States  being  continually  held  up  to 
them,  he  would  say  that  there  was  considerable 
difference  between  such  donations  and  the  local 
expenditures  of  the  Government.  An  expend- 
iture in  a  Slate  was  not  a  grant  to  the  State. 
Expenditures  and  grants  were  very  different 
things.  He  had  shown  that  expenditures  mi^ht 
be  for  the  benefit  of  quite  another  State  from  that 
in  which  ihey  were  made.  But,  as  he  had  said 
before,  he  did  not  mean  to  oppose  Ihe  resolution, 
if  the  Senator  still  thought  it  necessary  to  press 
it.  All  that  he  should  say  was,  that  the  informa- 
tion will  be  derived  at  great  trouble  and  expense 
to  the  Department;  and  when  obtained  would  be 
of  very  little  use,  being  indefinite  and  inconclu- 
sive on  the  points  it  is  expected  to  establish. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  resolution; 
and  it  was  agreed  to. 

GXECUTIVB  SESSIONS. 

Mr.  ALLEN  here  submitted  an  inquiry  con- 
cerning his  resolution  to- amend  the  rule  regulat- 
ing executive  proceeding's. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  Import  said  it  had  been 
passed  over  informally. 

Mr.  ALLEN  remarked  that  he  merely  desired, 
at  that  lime,  to  move  that  the  resoluiion  be  printed , 
and  laid  on  the  table.  He  would  call  it  up  at  a 
convenient  season,  and  desire  an  expression  of 
the  Senate  upon  it. 

The  motion  to  print,  was  ogreed  to. 

C.\NAL  AROUND  ST.  MAItV's  FALLS. 

The  following  resolution,  introduced  by  Mr. 
I  Porter  yesterday,  was  adopted: 
'  il««olr«rf ,  Tl»st  tlie  Sncmtnry  of  War  Itc  rpqiiexted  to  semi 
t  to  Uie  Sunate  any  «>tiiuate  wiiich  ai:iy  bu  iu  itie  |M»Mte»ion 
of  lliH  Di-paniMeiit  of  tlic  cn^t  nf  cniinnctiii!!  L.tltfi*  lliinm 
I  .ititl  Superior  hy  iiienns  uf  a  cimtil  aroiiiiit  tlic  FallK  of  Si. 
j  Mary,  ada|ited  to  iiavigntioii  by  ateain  vcmcU. 

I  TRESPASSES  ON  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  following  resolution,  introduced  by  Mr. 

I  Briese  yesterday,  was  agreed  to: 

i     JtcMlMi/,  That  the  Secretary  of  tli«Tres»ory  be  Inslriiet- 

1  ed  10  inform  tlie  Senate  how  many  units  have  been  iniiti- 

I  luted  by  llie  United  Slntcs  nFiini<t  citizenii  of  Illinois  and 

I  Wisconsin  since  llie  -till  day  of  MHrt-li,  18-11,  ftir  ullegfd 

trc9|ms5CS  upon  the  pulilic  laiid.t ;  the  linal  dcn^inn  in  cacii 

case;  the  amount  of  recovery  and  dnmaf^>ri,  if  aiiy,nffainst 

Ihe  dcfendnnti,  with  the  cost  taxeil  against  tht;in  severally, 

and  the  kind  of  Irespnitfe?  for  which  llicy  were  prn«i:culed  ; 

and,  if  any  such  coses  havi;  hcen  determined  ag.linsi  the 

Uuitcd  States,  the  amount  ufcotts  iueach  va^  «u  detenu 


Ined ;  and  how  masy  aoch  iolla  are  now  pending  in  said 
court. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  Itmpore  here  remarked 
that  there  was  no  further  business  on  his  desk. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BATES,  the  Senate  ad- 
journed. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
NVednesdat,  Dteemter  37,  1843. 

The  minutes  of  yesterday  were  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

SELECT  COMMITTEES. 

The  following  were  announced  as  the  select 
committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  resolutions 
of  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  which  were 
presented  a  few  days  ogo,  on  the  subject  of  an 
amendment  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
Slates:  Messrs.  Adams,  Ruett,  J.  R.  Incer- 
>0LL,  GiLUER,  Datis  of  Kentucky,  Burke,  Sem- 
PLE,  Morse,  and  GiooiNiiS. 

The  following  were  also  announced  as  the  se- 
lect committee  of  nine,  to  whom  were  referred 
the  petitions  on  the  subject  of  a  national  found- 
es)r:  Messrs.  Rrooiiead,  Black  of  Georgia,  Bar- 
nard, Patne,  Hobard,  Petton,  Williams, 
Moore,  and  Clingham. 

EXCUSED  FROM  SERVICE. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  New  York,  was,  on  his  mo- 
tion, excused  from  serving  on  the  Commiltee  on 
Enrolled  Bills. 

CHANGE  OP  VOTE. 

Mr.  CARROLL  asked  permission  to  change  a 
vote  which  he  gave  yesterday  on  Mr.  Adams'* 
appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair — his  voio 
having  been  given  under  a  misapprehension  of  ' 
'the  question  before  the  House.  He  had  voted  to 
sustain  the  Chair;  but  he  desired  to  change  his 
vote  to  the  negative. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  inquired  if  the  Journal  was 
incorrect  ? 

Mr.  C.\RROLL  said  his  vote  had  been  cor- 
rectly recorded;  but  he  was  desirous  to  change 
his  vote. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  said,  that  to  accede  to  the  gen- 
tleman's request,  would  be  to  establish  a  very 
dangerous  precedent. 

Mr.  CARROLL  said,  if  there  was  any  oppo- 
sition III  Ihe  request  he  had  made,  he  should  be 
satisfied  with  this  opportunity  to  make  an  ex- 
planation. He  conceived  it  be  right  in  the  House 
to  receive  and  refer  so  much  of  a  paper  as  was 
admissible  under  the  rule,  though  there  might  be 
other  parts  that  were  inadmissible;  and  lie  de- 
sired thnt  his  vote  should  be  recorded  in  favor  of 
the  right  of  petition  to  this  House  on  all  subjects 
whatever. 

The  conversation  then  ceased. 

PETITIONS. 
The  SPEAKER  announced  that  petitions  were 
next  in  order,  and  were  presented  by — 
Mr.  HAMLIN,  of  Maine. 
Mr.  ADAMS,  of  Massachusetts. 
Mr.  COLLAMER,  of  Vermont. 
Messrs.    BEARDSLEY,  STETSON,   CAR- 
ROLL, and  SEYMOUR,  of  New  York. 
Messrs.  A.  H.  READ  and  C.  M.  REED,  of 
I  Pennsylvania.  • 

i      Mr.  BLACK,  of  Georgia. 

Messrs.  THOMASSON  and  FRENCH,  of 
Kentucky. 

Messrs.  GIDDINGS,  ST.  JOHN,  and  IIAR- 
PER,  of  Ohio. 
I      Mr.  KENNEDY,  of  Indiana. 
I      Messrs.  WENTWORTH  and  FICKLIN,  of 
{  Illinois. 

Mr.  CHAPMAN,  of  Alabama. 
I      Messrs.  BOWENand  BOWLIN,  of  Missouri. 
I      Mr.  PAYNE  inquired  if  it  Would  be  in  order 
:  to  give  a  notice  at  this  lime,  or  whether  there  was 
{  any  rule  prescribing  the  time  when  notices  should 

be  given. 
I      The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  notice  wotild  not 
I  now  be  in  order;  but  it  might  be  given  when  Ihe 
!  Stales  were  called  for  resolutions. 

Mr.  PAYNE  said  his  only  object  waa  to  save 
I  time  and  expedite  the  business  of  the  House. 
I  The  SPEAKER  said  the  Chair  did  not  feel  at 
'  liberty  to  authorize  its  reception  now,  as  the  same 
indulgence  would  be  demanded  by  other  gentle- 
I  men. 
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Mr.  CROSS  prewnted  certain  petitions. 

Mr.  GRINNCLL  presented  a  petition. 

Mr.  MeKAY  moved  that  tlie  Committee  of 
Ways  and  iSdeans  be  permitted  to  appoint  a  clerk; 
which  motion  was  adopted. 

Memorials  were  presented  by  Mr.  VANCE. 

Mr.  CLINTON  moved  that  the  Committee  on 
Public  Expenditures  have  power  to  send  for  per- 
sons and  papers.  . 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  it  seenjed  to  him  that  the 
resolution  was  a  very  extraordinary  one.  He 
could  not  understand  why  that  committee  should 
have  the  power  of  sending  for  persons  and  papers; 
it  was  a  very  extensive  power  that  was  asked  for, 
and  the  exercise  of  which  would  involve  consid- 
erable expense.  He  desired  to  be  informed  by 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  what  special  rea- 
son there  was  why  this  power  should  be  con- 
ferred upon  the  committee  of  which  he  was  chair- 
man; and  whether  the  committee  had  considered 
of  the  propriety  of  compensating  those  persons 
who  might !«  sent  for  to  attend  the  committee  i 
He  wished  to  hear  some  reason  stated  for  con- 
ferring the  power. 

Mr.  CLINTON  said  the  resolution  was  pre- 
cisely in  the  same  terms  with  a  resolution  whtoli 
passed  the  House  at  the  long  session  of  the  last 
Congress.  By  having  the  power  to  send  for  cer- 
tain clerks  of  the  public  Departments,  the  com- 
mittee would  be  enabled  to  save  the  expense  of 
long  copies  of  papers  and  tlie  expense  of  a  per- 
manent clerk. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

ELECTION  OP  POSTMASTER. 

The  resolution  oflered  by  Mr.  Bdrke  yester- 
day, that  the  House  proceed,  on  Thursday,  the 
4th  day  of  January  next,  to  the  etection  of  Post- 
'  master  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  was 
taken  up. 

Mr.  HOLMES  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
°  the  table. 

Mr.  BURKE  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays 
upon  this  motion;  which  were  ordered;  and,  be- 
ing taken,  resulted— yeas  72,  nays  84;  as  follows: 

YEAa— Meura.  Adami,  BarrinKcr,  Barnsn],  Besrdnley, 
Briser,  Bdwonl  J.  Black,  Jnmea  A.  Black,  Millon  Brown, 
Campbell,  Carmtl,  Catlin,  Reuben  Chapman,  Clinitnian, 
Clinton,  Cnles,Collamer,  Cranaion,  Garrett  OavM.  Uichard 
D.  Davta.  Deberry.  Dcllet,  Dickey,  Dickinson,  Florence, 
Poot,Oiildiug>i,Willis  Oreen,  Grinneil,  Grider,  Ilardin.  Har- 
per, llnlmes,  lluhbell,  IlndHOii.Waahinglnn  [laiit,  Jainea  U. 
Hunt.  Joseph  &.  Inieraoll,  Irvin,  Jeiikv,  Pcrlcy  D.  Johnann, 
Daniel  P.King,  Kirkpatrick,  McClellaiid,  McIlvaiiie,MnrFh, 
Morse,  M<»aeley,  Patterson,  Peyton,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Pntu, 
Charles  M.  Beed,  David  8.  Ilrid,  Ulieti,  Rofiers,  Sample, 
Saunders,  Seiiter.SiTrerance,  David  L.  Seymour,  Simuion, 
Slidell,  Albert  Smith,  Stephens,  Thomnsson, Tildcu, Tyler, 
Vance,  Vanmeter,  Vinton,  While,  niid  Winthrop — 7^ 

NAV3  —  Messrs.  Anderson,  Renton,  Hidlack,  James 
ninck,  Blackwell.  Dossier,  Bower,  Bowtin,  Boyd,  Jacob 
BrinkerholT,  Brudhead,  William  J.  Drown,  Diiffington, 
Burke,  Caldwell,  Cary,  Cobb,  Cross,  Cullom,  Dana,  Daniel, 
John  W.  Davis,  Dawson,  Dean,  Dillincham,  Df)UKlns,  Dun- 
can, Farlee,  Ficklin,  Faster.  French,  Frick.  Uyram  Green, 
Hale,  Hamlin,  Haralson,  Hays,  Uenley,  Uerrick,  Hoge, 
llopkinM,  lluijlies,  Clmrles  J.  Ingtrsoll,  Cavn  JohiiHOn,  An- 
drew Johnson,  Kennedy,  Preston  Kins,  Labranclie,  Leon- 
ard, Lucas,  Lumpkin.'Mct^auslen,  McClcrnand,  McCon- 
ncll,  McDowell,  Malhcwrt,  Joseph  Moais,  Norris,  Pnrnien- 
tcr,  Payne,  Pnrdy,  Rntlibun,  Almon  H.  Bend,  Rcdins,  Rus- 
sell, St.Jolm,  Thomas  It.  Seymour,  Simons, 'Pbomas  Smith, 
llobcrt  Smith,  Hteenrnd,  Stetson,  John  Stewart,  Stiles, 
Stone,  8ykes,Tnvlor.Til>lintts,  Weller.Wentworth,  Whea- 
ton,  Williams,  vVilkius,  and  Joseph  A.  Wright— 84. 

So  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  being  nega- 
tived, the  question  rAurred  on  the  adoption  of 
the  resolution. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  seconding  the 
previous  C|uestion,and  carried — ayes  64,  noes 57. 

The  mam  question  having  then  been  ordered 
without  a  division — 

Mr.  BURKE  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
that  question,  being  on  the  adoption  of  the  reso- 
lution, which  were  accordingly  ordered,  and  being 
taken,  resulted — yeas  83,  nays  68;  as  follows: 

YEAS -*- Messrs.  .\nderson,  Benton,  Bidlack,  James 
Black,  Blackwell,  Bossier.  Bower,  Bowlin,  Boyti,  Jacob 
Brinkcrhnir,  Brodhead,  William  J.  Brown,  Buttington, 
Btlrke,  Caldwell,  Cobtt,  Cullom,  Dana,  Daniel,  John  W. 
Davis,  Dawsnit,  tiesn,  l3illiiigltnm,DouKlns,  Duncan,  Ellis, 
Fjirlee,  Ficklin.  Foster,  French,  Byram  Green,  Hale,  Ham- 
lin, Haralson,  Hays,  Uenley,  Uerrick,  Hofie,  Hopkins,  Hous- 
ton, Hughes,  Hungerrord,  Jameson,  Cave  Johnson,  Ken- 
nedy, Presion  King,  Leonard,  Lucas,  Lumpkin,  McCaus- 
Icn,  McClernaiid,  McConnell,  McDowell,  McKay.  Ma- 
thews, Joseph  Morris,  Norris,  Parmcnler,  Payne,,  Purdy, 
llathtran,  Almon  U.  Read,  ItedinK,  Russell,  St.  John, 
Thomas  H.  Seymour,  SimonSjTIiomaaSuiith,  Robert  Smith, 
Stcenrod,  Stetson,  Jiihn  Stewart,  Stiles,  Stone,  Sykes, Tay- 
lor, Tibballs.WclIrr,  WeniiTonh,VVbeatan,  Williaiiu,Wil- 
kins,  and  Joaeph  A.  Wright— «)3. 

NAYS— Meaais.  Adams,  Barringer,  Boroatd,  Boardiley, 


Bclser,  Edward  J.  Bhiek,  Milton  Brown,  Campbell,  Cailln, 
Reuben  Chapman.  Clingman,  Clinton,  Coles,  Collamer, 
Cmnsttm,  Garrett  Davis,  Richard  D.  Davis,  Deberry,  Del- 
ict, Dickey,  Dickinson,  Florence,  Foot,  Frick,  Giddings, 
Gilmer,  Willis  Green.  Grinnell,  Grider,  Hardin,  Harper, 
Holmes,  Hubbcll,  Hudson,  Wasliiiiglon  Hunt,  James  B. 
Hunt,  Joseph  R.  fnEcrsoll,  Irvin, Jenks,Perle^B.  Johnson, 
Daniel  P.  Kin?,  McClelland,  Mcllvaine,  Alarsh,  Morse, 
Moselcy,  Patterson,  Peyton,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Clmrles  M. 
Reed,  David  S.  Reid,  Rogers,  Sample,  Saunden*,  Sentcr, 
Severance,  David  L.  Seymour,  Slidell,  .Albert  Smith,  Ste- 
phens, Thomasson,  Tilden,  Tyler,  Vance,  Vanmeter,  Vip- 
ton.  While,  and  VVintlirnp— 68. 

So  the  House  determined  to  go  into  the  election 
of  a  Postmaster  on  the  4th  day  of  January  next. 
BOUNTY  LANDS. 

The  resolution  offered  by-Mr.  HAHL■^r — calling 
on  the  Secretary  of  War  to  communicate  to  the 
House  the  names  of  the  persons  who  a,re  entitled 
to  bounty  lands  for  services  during  the  last' war, 
and  who  hove  not  obtained  warrants  for  tlje  same; 
also  the  names  of  the  persons  who  have  obtained 
their  land  warrants,  but  who  have  not  received 
patents  for  them,  together  with  the  places  of  res- 
idence and  places  of  enlistment  of  the  soldiers  so 
entitled^ominc;  up  for  consideration, 

Mr.  C.JOHNSON  was  opposed  to  the  resolu- 
tion, on  the  ground  that  the  publication  of  these 
names  would  not  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  widows 
and  children  of  the  soldiers  entitled  to  these  bounty 
lands,  but  for  the  benefit  of  a  tribe  of  speculators 
and  agents  who  were  seeking  to  enrich  themselves 
at  their  expense. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  regretted  that  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  had  thought  fit  to  oppose  this 
resolution,  because  he  believed  that  it  was  calcu- 
lated to  perform  good  service,  and  operate  in  a 
manner  very  contrary  to  the  gentleman's  sugges- 
tions. There  were  many  persons  in  the  eastern 
States  who  were  entitled  to  bounty  lands,  but  were 
unable  to  make  good  their  claims  for  the  want  of 
proper  information,  which  was  only  in  the  hands 
of  the  Government.  The  object  of  this  resolution 
was  to  enable  the  heirs  of  persons  who  had  such 
claims  to  know  directly  what  they  were  entitled 
l(y,  and  how  to  make  good  their  claims. 

This  resolution  embraced  two  classes  of  persons 
only — those  who  had  not  obtained  their  warrants, 
anil  those  who,  having  nbinined  their  warrants, 
had  not  taken  out  their  patents.  This  informa- 
tion the  Secretary  of  War  could  furnish  the  House 
in  a  few  hours'  labor;  and  it  would  be  so  valuable 
and  useful  that  he  was  surprised  at  any  gentleman 
opposing  it. 

Mr.  RATHBUN  moved  to  lay  the  resolution 
on  the  table;  but  the  motion  was  rejected. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  called  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion; but  the  call  was  not  sustained  by  the 
House. 

Mr.  C.JOHNSON  called  for  the  yens  and  nays; 
but,  a  sufficient  number  not  rising,  they  were  not 
ordered. 

Mr.  THOMASSON  observed  that  it  was  but 
a  few  days  ago,  when  a  motion  was  made  to 
print  a  report  from  the  War  Department,  contain- 
ing the  names  of  persons  having  claims  against 
the  Government,  that  he  voted  in  fitvor  of  that 
motion.  His  impression  then  was  that  the  docu- 
ment contained  information  which  would  be  use- 
ful to  him,  as  he  received  many  officers'and  sol- 
diers' claims  from  his  constituents,  which  he  was 
requested  to  prosecute  at  the  Department.  For 
this  reason  he  was  anxious  that  the  document 
should  be  printed;  but  he  had  since  received  in- 
formation which  had  induced  him  to  change  his 
opinions.  On  a  late  occasion,  he  called  at  one  of 
the  public  Departments  to  obtain  informaiion  in 
relation  to  a  claim  that  he  was  requested  to  pros- 
ecute; and,  though  he  gave  the  name  of  the  per- 
son, the  clerk  refused  him  the  information,  in  ac- 
cordance, as  he  said,  with  the  invariable  practice 
of  the  Department.  On  conversing  with  liis  friend 
from  Tennessee  [Mr.  C.  Johnson]  on  this  sub- 
ject, that  gentleman  gave  him  the  reason  why  the 
Department  refused  to  give  information  of  tliis 
kind;  and  that  was,  that  the  making  these  claims 
public  would  benefit,  not  the  widows  and  chil- 
dren of  claimants,  but  the  speculators  and  agents 
who  are  always  watching  for  opportunities  to 
prey  upon  sucn  persons.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, he  was  unwilling  to  depart  from  the  long- 
settled  practice  of  the  Government,  which  he  had 
no  doubt  was  the  resultof  experience,  though  he 
was  not  prepared  to  vouch  for  the  correctness  of 
it. 

Mr.  HALE  hoped  the  resolution  would  pass. 


He  held  it  to  be  both  the  duty  and  the  policy  of 
the  Government  to  be  just;  and  he  believed  there 
was  nothing  to  be  gained  by  interposing  objec- 
lions  to  the  publication  of  all  the  information  in 
the  possession  of  the  Government,  to  enable  those 
who  have  just  claims  to  enforce  them.  It  was 
not  the  policy  of  the  Governmcnno  interpose  any 
objection  to  the  fullest  and  freest  communication  . 
()f  all  the  information  which  will  enable  those  who 
have  righteous  claims  to  show  their  merits.  The 
claims  of  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  last  and  the 
revolutionary  wars  should  be  heard  with  great 
indulgence  and  favor  by  this  House;  the  poor 
pittance  which  the  Government  pays  to  the  wid- 
ows and  orphans  of  those  soldiers  for  the  blood 
shed  in  the  country's  behalf  should  not  be  grudg- 
ingly paid;  nor  should  the  information  be  locked 
up  in  the  archives  of  the  Government  that  would 
enable  the  claimants  to  establish  their  just  claim. 
If  a  little  more  care  and  scrutiny  could  be  cm- 
ployed  to  protect  the  Treasury  against  claims  of 
a  more  questionable  character,  he  thought  it 
might  be  judiciously  exerted;  and  if  this  House 
would  call  upon  the  Departments  to  show  bow 
much  had  been  paid  out  on  claims  presented  and 
over  and  over  again  rejected,  it  would  be  seen  that 
there  had  been  enough  thus  paid  out  to  gl.idden 
the  hearls  of  the  widows  ana  orphans  of  those 
who  had  fought  the  battles  of  the  country.  He 
did,  however,  trust  that  all  the  jealousy  of  this 
House  and  of  the  Departments  would  not  be  so 
excited  as  to  defeat  these  meritorious  claims  of 
the  widows  and  orphans  who  come  here  in  their 
weakness  and  their  poverty,  asking  the  Govern- 
ment to  give  them  that  which  belonged  to  them. 
Believipg  that  by  the  adoption  of  this  resolu- 
tion nothing  but  the  truth  would  be  published, 
and  that  no  claims  but  those  of  justice  and  hu- 
manity could  be  added  to  those  made  aninstthe 
Government,  by  such  publication,  and  that  no 
facilities  would  be  afforded  for  fraudulent  claim- 
ants, he  sincerely  hoped  the  House  would  pass 
the  resolution  introduced  by  the  gentleman  from 
Maine. 

After  a  brief  conversation  between  Messrs 
BEARDSLEY  and  C.  JOHNSON, 

Mr.  HAMLIN  wished  simply  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  the  resolution  as  it  now  read. 
It  asked  for  information  on  two  specific  points: 
first,  it  asked  for  the  names  of  those  persons  who 
were  entitled  to  bounty  lands,  and  who  had  not 
obtained  their  warrants:  it  also  asked  fur  the  names 
of  those  who  had  obtained  their  warrants,  but 
have  not  taken  out  their  patents;  and,  in  offering 
this  resolution,  he  wished  to  say  that  he  did  it  at 
the  instance  of  persons  whom  he  knew  to  be  per- 
sonally interested  through  their  ancestors.  Now, 
he  asked,  what  proper  objection  had  been  offered 
by  either  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  or  the 
gentleman  from  Kcntockv.  If  he  had  gathered 
the  force  of  their  views,  they  did  not  convey  to 
him  a  single  suggestion  tending  in  the  least  to 
create  embarrassment  in  the  passage  of  this  reso- 
lution. The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr. 
Thomasson]  bad,  on  the  contrary, given  nim One 
of  the  best  reasons  why  the  resolution  should  be 
passed;  that  was,  that  ihe  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky had  called  upon  the  Departments,  and  from 
their  books  he  could-not  learn  the  names  of  those 
who  were  interested  in  these  very  land  claims 
against  the  Government.  If  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  was  right,  he  had  afforded  the  best 
reason  for  the  adoption  of  the  resolution,  and  he 
hoped  the  House  would  adopt  it. 

Mr.  THOMASSON  explained.  The  head  of 
one  of  the  bureaus  informed  him  that,  in  one  in- 
stance, there  were  seven  different  claimants  for  the 
same  bounty  land,  and  the  party  who  obtained  it 
turned  out  to  be  one  who  had  no  right  to  it. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  would  ask  what  that  had  to  do 
with  this  resolution?  If  the  Government  held  out 
by  its  laws  that  it  was  willing  to  reward  those 
who  had  periled  their  lives,  wos  it  proper  that  the 
evidence  should  be  withheld  which  would  show 
i  to  whom  it  was  due?  and  would  the  genilemon 
from  Tennessee  [Mr.  C.Johnson]  stond  there  as 
a  miser  over  his  treasure,  and  refuse  that  very 
relief  which  was  offered  ?  There  were  but  two 
classes  of  claimants  whose  cases  this  resolution 
would  meet,  and  those  classes  were  not  at  all  iiu- 
merous;  and  if  the  additional  information,  which 
would  show  the  place  of  residence  and  of  enlist- 
ment of  the  claimants,  was  published,  there  could 
not  be  any  frauds  practiced,  and  all  objections 
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would  be  obviated.  He  agreed  wilh  the  (gentle- 
roan  fmni  New  Hiimpaliire,  [Mr.  Halc,]  that  it 
was  the  duly  of  Oovernment  to  furiiiaii  to  the 
cnmmunity  whatever  evidence  was  in  its  posses- 
sion, that  those  really  interested  might  he  able  to 
derive  the  benefits  which  the  Government  held 
out  to  them.  But  was  it  to  be  the  policy  of  this 
Government  to  say  to  a  certain  class  of  merito- 
rious citizens.  We  will  give  you  this  bounty  land; 
and  the  same  moment,  and  in  (he  same  breath, 
turn  round  and  say.  We  will  withhold  from  you 
the  very  information  which  will  enable  you  to 
enjoy  tlie  (wnefits  we  offer?  He  asked  if  (his  was 
not  "  to  keep  the  word  of  promise  to  the  ear,  and 
break  it  to  the  hopcf"  lie  hoped  the  resolution 
would  be  passed.  If  he  correctly  understood  the 
law,  he  believed  all  these  claims  would  expire  in 
two  years  from  the  last  session  of  Congress;  and 
should  they,  therefore,  bo  jiislilied  in  keeping  from 
tlioae  that  were  interested ,  the  evidence  that  would 
enable  them  to  sasiain  their  claims  within  the 
allotted  time? 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  explained  the  course  pur- 
sued by  the  Department  in  withholding  the  in- 
formation alluded  to  from  persons  who  were  not 
directly  interested  as  claimants,  and  stated  that 
claimants,  or  their  properly-HUtiiorized  represent- 
atives, could  procure  all  the  information  they  re- 
quired.  This  policy  was  pursued  for  the  purpose 
nf  frustrating  the  (lesigns  of  speculators,  whose  | 
frauds  in  relation  to  the  Virginia  land  claims  were  I 
the  means  of  great  loss  tc^  the  Government,  and  | 
to  the  people  who  were  rightfully  entitled  to  that  I 
bounty.  I 

Mr.  HOPKINS  was  of  opinion  that  the  pas-  I 
Ba^  of  this  resolution,  by  giving  publicity  to  the  i 
information  in  the  possession  of  the  Government,  \ 
would  defeat  the  object  of  speculators.  Conceal-  | 
ment  alone  would  aid  them  in  their  designs;  for,  I 
by  the  purchase  of  a  clerk  in  the  Departmeiils,  < 
or  olkec  Government  officer,  they  could  procure  ' 
such  information  a*  would  enable  them  to  prose-  I 
cute  successfully  their  frauds;  whereas  a  compli- ' 
ance  with  the  resolution  now  before  the  House 
would  make  known  to  those  rightfully  entitled  the  ' 
evidence  by  which  they  might  obtain  the  bounty  | 
of  the  Government.  He  stated  that  one  of  the  i 
officers  of  this  House,  within  a  period  of  two  or  ; 
three  years,  had  obtained  fifty-odd  thousand  dul-  ; 
lars  on  private  claims,  many  of  which  Ikad  passed 
by  a  vote  of  that  House;  and  such  a  practice 
might  find  its  way  into  the  Departments,  if  nut ' 
prevented  by  the  publication  now  asked  for.  He  | 
tioped  the  resolution  would  be  adopted. 

Mr.  THOMASSON  said,  either  the  resolution  I 
ought  to  be  amended,  or  it  ought  not  to  pass,  if  ; 
this  resolution  should  be  made  to  apply  to  officers 
and  soldiers  of  the  la*t  war,  it  should  be  made 
also  applicable  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
war  of  the  Revolution;  and  he  therefore  moved 
ao  lo  amend  it.  I 

Mr.  HAMLIN  deprecated  the  affixing  to  his  { 
resolution  a  rider  which  would  bear  it  down  and  j 
destroy  it;  but  he  intimated  that  if  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  would  introduce  his  amendment  I 
as  a  separate  and  independent  proposition,  it ! 
■houkl  have  his  support. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  moved  the  reference  of  the  | 
whole  subject  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  I 
with  instructions  to  report  by  bill  to  restrict  the  ! 
assignment  of  these  claims.  This,  he  was  of  i 
-opinion,  would  defeat  the  designs  of  the  specu-  I 
lators.  I 

Mr.  DANA  suggested  that  some  difficulties  | 
might  follow  the  publication  now  asked,  inas- 
much as  the  Department  might  not,  in  all  cases, 
possess  accurate  evidence  of  the  right  of  theJ 
elaimanla;  and  the  public  record  thus  made  might,  | 
tlierefore,  exclude  the  rightful  owner.  He  was  ' 
opposed  to  the  resolution.  I 

Mr.  DILLINGHAM  said  he  was  but  little  ac-  ! 
quaioled  with  matters  and  things  in  this  House, 
but  he  had  been  one  of  the  people  for  a  good 
while,  and  knew  something  about  what  was  going 
on  among  them.  He  ttiought  he  knew  suffi- 
ciently well  the  feelings  of  those  he  represented 
to  induce  him  to  be  in  favor  of  the  resolution  of- 
fered by  the  gentleman  from  Maine.  One  of  the 
reaaona  which  influenced  him  was,  that  he  knew 
there  waa  a<lass  of  men  who  had  most  of  them 
been  in  some  of  the  public  Departments  of  this 
Government,  and  had  had  access  to  all  the  rec- 
ords, and  were  well  informed  of  the  existing 
claims  of  various  peiaons;  and  to  these  persona 


they  applied  to  be  made  their  solicitors  in  pros- 
ecuting those  claims,  representing  that,  unless 
they  were  employed  to  nurse  and  to  prosecute 
them,  they  would  never  be  recovered.  By-and- 
by,  these  agents  or  solicitors  come  out  wilh  their 
conditions,  (tyhich  were  exceedingly  hard  condi- 
tions in  most  cases,)  demanding;  a  quarter,  a  third, 
and  sometimes  even  a  half  of  the  whole  claim; 
and  these  terms  have,  in  most  cases,  to  be  sub- 
mitted to,  whilst  all  that  the  agent  has  to  do  is  to 
transfer  the  papers  relating  to  the  case  from  one 
bureau  to  another.  Having  access  themselves  lo 
these  papers,  they  took  care  to  exclude  the  claim- 
ants themselves  from  all  knowledge  respecting 
them  other  than  they  choose  to  afford  tliem;  and 
as  long  as  the  Government  refused  to  make  them 
public,  they  were  putting  it  in  the  power  of  those 
agents  to  prnetice  a  sort  of  extortion  upon  the 
claimants.  For  this  reason,  if  for  no  other,  he 
would  vote  for  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman 
from  Maine,  as  he  would  be  in  favor  of  opening 
all  sources  nf  information  to  the  public. 

Mr.  BOWEll  said  he  hoped  and  trusted  the 
resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Maine  would  be 
ailoplcd.  He  could  speak  feelingly  upon  this 
subject;  for  he  had  had  claims,  and  had  had  a 
variety  of  communications  upon  the  subject  of 
those  claims  from  these  solicitors.  He  had  no 
sort  of  doubt  that  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
was  acting  from  the  best  and  purest  motives. 
Nevertheless,  it  appeared  to  him  that  the  propo- 
sition of  the  gentleman  was  calculated  lo  defeat 
the  very  thing  he  was  aiming  ot.  He  knew  that 
claims  had  been  speculated  in,  and  would  be 
speculated  in  again.  He  knew  many  individuals 
who  had  given  one  half  nf  their  claims  becanse 
they  were  not  in  possession  of  the  requisite  in- 
formation lo  enable  them  to  procure  them.  He 
hoped  the  resolution  would  be  adopted. 

The  question  being  upon  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  C.  JoRNsoN, 

Mr.  STEENKOD  demanded  the  previous  qucs^ 
tion. 

The  demand  not  being  seconded,  however,  was 
withdrawn. 

Mr.  WELLER  rose  and  said,  as  the  Honse 
seemed  disposed  to  continue  the  debate,  he  de- 
sired to  offer  a  few  remark*  upon  the  subject  be- 
fore the  House.  The  design  of  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  in  moving  to  refer  the  matter  to 
the  Committee  nn  Public  Lniids,  wa8,he  believed, 
to  defeat  the  intention  of  the  gentleman  from 
Maine.  Thcgenlleman  from  Tennessee  waa  gen- 
erally right;  but  when  he  once  got  wrong,  he  waa 
apt  to  be  very  wrong.  He  was  a  very  strenuous 
economist;  and,  to  carry  out  his  principles,  he 
seemed  to  think  it  necessary  to  keep  from  the 
public  eye  that  knowledge  which  would  enable 
certain  men  to  put  their  hands  into  the  pockets  of 
those  persons  who  have  claims  upon  this  Gov- 
ernment. The  whole  amount  of  the  argument  of 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  was,  that  it  was 
the  duty  nf  the  Government  to  conceal  informa- 
tion which  would  enable  the  public  to  know  who 
have  claims.  The  question  then  resolved  itself 
into  this:  whether  to  enable  the  public  in  general 
to  speculate  upon  these  claims,  or  whether  to 
reserve  a  monopoly  to  the  clerks  and  others^- 
longiiig  to  the  public  Departments.  As  for  him- 
self, he  was  opposed  lo  all  monopolies;  and  he 
held,  therefore,  that  it  waa  the  duty  of  the  Gov- 
ernment lo  proclaim  to  the  world  the  siat.ement 
of  these  claims,  that  every 'man  in  the  country 
might  be  enabled  to  know  whether  he  had  any 
claim  on  account  of  services  performed  by  his 
forefathers.  He  could  see  no  fraud  lliat  could  be 
perpetrated  upon  the  Government  by  the  publi- 
cation; and  as  he  waa  aware  of  the  fact  statedly 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  that  the  Depart- 
ment will  not  give  persons  information  regarding 
the  claims  to  bounty  land,  he  hoped  the  resolu- 
tion would  be  adopted.  _ 

He  did  not  know  that  anything  would  be  gainra 
by  prolonging  the  discussion.  He  was  always 
sorry  to  differ  from  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see; but  as  the  House  had  determined  to  continue 
the  debate,  he  had  thought  it  right  to  make  this 
brief  explanation. 

Upon  the  question  of  reference  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands,  a  division  was  called  for. 

Tellers  were  appointed,  who  reported  the  vote 
as  follows:  31  in  the  affirmative,  and  91  in  the 
negative. 

The  next  amendment  was  that  offered  by  Mr. 


TiioMAisoi;,  to  print  also  the  names  of  revolu- 
tionary claimants. 

Mr.  A.  H.  READ  said  he  hoped  the  gentleman 
from  Maine  would  accept  this  amendment. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  said  he  would  be  glad  to  oblige 
his  friends  on  the  other  side,  but  he  must  be  per- 
mitted to  say  that  he  feared  the  Greeks  and  the 
gifts  they  bring— tisieo  Danaos  tt  dona  fertnta. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  desired  to  say  to  the  gen- 
tleman from^aine,  that,  if  his  resolution  were 
adopted,  it  would  be  very  proper  that  the  amend- 
ment should  be  added.  Though  he  thought  they 
were  both  wrong,  yet,  if  one  were  adopted,  he 
would  be  in  favor  of  the  other  also,  to  make  tite 
matter  as  palatable  as  possible. 

Mr.  A.  H.  READ  said  he  would  vote  for  the 
amendment;  for  he  would  much  prefer  including 
Wth  classes  nf  cases.  He  believed  the  wholis 
House  would  be  willing  to  vote  for  the  resolution, 
if  amended;  and  he  hoped,  therefore,  the  gentl»- 
man  would  accept  it. 

Thequestion  being  taken  upon  this  amendment, 
and  the  votes  counted  by  tellers,  there  were — ayea 
75,  noes  45. 

So  the  amendment  was  adoptAl. 

Mr.  REDING  moved  a  further  amendment— 
that  the  names  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
last  war,  who  have  claims  for  services,  be  also 
printed. 

This  amendment  waa  adopted.  And  the  reso- 
lution, as  amended,  was  then  adopted  without  a 
division. 

THE  HOME  SQUADRON. 

Mr.  HALE  offered  the  following  resolution: 
Retotfed,  Tli.1t  the  Secreuuy  of  ttie  Navy  be  Instructeil 
tn  n>[Hirl  M  lliid  ilouce  when  the  home  sqiindron  wait  fir«t 
cstnt)lji'lied  by  law,  wlial  have  been  Ihe  unnunl  expendi- 
tureii  tlierernr,  nnd  hnvv  much  of  the  estimated  expeiiM  of 
tbit  next  ytar  is  intended  tor  Umt  purpoit. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  moved  to  amend  the  resolution 
by  adding: 

And  what  daty  liaa  been  perfonned  by  the  home  iquad- 
ron. 

Mr.  HALE  said  he  would  state  the  object  of 
the  resolution.  It  appeared  from  the  report  of 
Ihe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  that  there  would 
be  a  deficiency  of  revenue  to  meet  the  expenses 
of  the  Government,  of  over  four  million  and  a 
half  of  dollars.  And,  to  cover  that  deficiency,  he 
proposed  the  profligate  expedient  of  borrowing 
money.  His  own  idea  was,  that  they  ought  to 
reduce  their  expenditures,  so  as  to  bring  them 
within  their  income.  That  was  the  only  honest 
policy.  And,  looking  to  find  where  curtailment 
could  best  be  made,  he  perceived  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy  asks  for  the  Navy  Department 
nearly  nine  million  dollars — nearly  a  third  of  the 
v/hole  revenue  of  the  country  to  be  expended  upon 
the  Navy. 

He  believed  they  were  indebted  to  this  Admin- 
istration for  the  home  squadron.  The  whole  six- 
teen vessels  which  composed  that  squadron  were 
said  to  be  necessary  to  protect  the  coasting  trade; 
and,  though  the  portion  of  Ihe  country  from  which 
he  came  was  deeply  concerned  in  the  coasting 
trade,  yet  he  himself  was  convinced  that  many  nf 
those  vessels  might  be  dispensed  wilh.  If  this 
information  were  laid  before  the  House,  they 
would  have  something  tangible  on  which  to  lay 
their  hands,  in  the  way  of  retrenchment  anil 
reform.  He  wanted  this  information  for  the  pur- 
pose of  pointing  out  to  the  House  where  an  enor- 
mous expense  might  be  cut  down  without  endan- 
gering any  of  the  interests  of  the  country.  Gen- 
tlemen had  talked  about  being  prepared  with  a 
sufficient  Navy  to  meet  and  contend  wilh  the 
naval  power  of  Great  Britain;  but  had  they  any 
idea  of  the  outlay  which  was  required  to  support 
such  a  Navy  ?  The  expense  of  the  navy  of  Great 
Britain  amounted  lo  between  eighty  and  a  hun- 
dred million  dollars  annually.  We  were  not  in 
want  of  such  a  great  naval  establishment  to  make 
ourselves  respected  at  home  or  abroad.  General 
Jackson  alone  had  produced  an  impression  upon 
one  of  the  oldest  nations  of  Europe,  which  it  would 
be  impossible  for  this  Administration  todo,  with 
the  assistance  of  all  the  navies  in  the  world. 

Let  this  information  be  laid  before  the  House, 
end  they  would  see  how  they  might  avoid  the 
profligate  expedient  of  continuing  to  borrow 
money  without  being  able  to  pay.  It  was  not  the 
policy  which  this  Govecnment  ought  to  pursue 
— for  the  pay-day  must  come — in  a  time  of  pro* 
found  peace,  when  every  branch  of  industry  was 
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in  aueccMful  operation;  when  the  band  of  indus- 
try w«s  reaping  an  abundant  reward,  alill  to  go 
on  borrowing  and  incurrinf;  lar^  expenses  for  a 
uaeleiis  Navy,  which  had  already  swallowed  up 
an  enormous  sum.  It  was  lime  to  stop;  it  was 
time  to  show  thecountry  that  they  were  in  earnest 
in  the  matter  of  retrenchment;  that  they  meant 
what  they  said;  that  their  professions  were  not 
all  idle  and  vaeue,  but  that  they  were  determined 
to  carry  them  inio  execution.  He  wked  for  this 
information,  that  they  might  see  where  the  remt 
edy  was  to  be  applied.  It  certainly  could  do  no 
harm. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  called  for  the  reading 
of  the  resolution  and  amendment;  which  being 
read — 

Mr.  I.  spoke  for  a  few  moments  in  opposition 
to  the  resolution,  in  too  Iowa  tone  of  voice  to  be 
heard.  When  heard,  he  was  understood  to  say 
that  he  had  always  thought  and  said  that  the  ex- 
penditures for  the  Navy  were  more  than  they 
ought  to  be.  He  had  no  doubt  at  ail  but  that,  by 
a  judicious  system  of  administrative  economy — 
not  by  cutting  down  and  tearing  up  by  the  roots, 
but  by  a  simple  and  proper  system — at  least 
(1,000,000  might  be  saved  in  a  year  in  that  branch 
of  the  public  service.  He  did  notsay  this  much 
without  knowing  what  he  spoke  of;  but  he  said 
it  by  the  authority  of  a  highly  respectable  officer 
of  the  Navy,  who,  twelve  months  a4;o,  was  one 
of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy  Board.  He 
desired,  however,  to  say  to  the  gentleman  from 
New  Hampshire,  and  to  all  the  new  economists 
of  the  House,  that  they  must  begin  at  home;  and 
before  they  commenced  with  other  Deparimenta 
of  the  Government,  thry  musleconnmize  the  ex- 
penditures of  Congress. .  He  held  in  his  hand  a 
memorandum,  which  he  had  procured  this  morn- 
ing, showing  the  amount  of  expendllures,  not 
of  the  Navy  Department,  but  of  the  congression- 
nl  departments,  and  he  would  tell  gentlemen  what 
they  amounted  to.  He  spoke  of  the  last  Con- 
gress, and,  in  doing  so,  spoke  without  referenre 
to  that  Congress  more  than  any  other.  He  hnd 
it  from  the  proper  Department  that  these  expend- 
itures fell  little  short  of  two  million  dollars.  Then 
he  had  had  a  sutement  made  out  in  the  office 
of  the  Clerk  here,  by  which  it  appeared  that 
the  amount  exceeded  two  milliona — soy  about 
two  million  dollars  for  the  'expenditures  of  the 
last  Congress.  And  while  we  are  cutting  down 
the  Navy,  or  any  other  liranch  of  the  Govern- 
ment, let  us  do  something,  if  we  can,  to  correct 
our  own  extravagance.  Let  us  I'egin  here;  let 
us  set  the  example  to  the  other  Departments  of 
the  Government;  and  then  we  may  expect  to  ac- 
complish something  valuable  in  the  way  of  econ- 
omy. 

He  would  inform  gentlemen  of  one  thing  he 
meant  to  do  on  his  part;  and  that  was,  to  offer  a 
resolution  that  this  House  (the  Senate  concurring) 
would  adjourn,  niM  die,  on  some  day  In  the  month 
of  May  next.  It  is  In  vain  for  us  to  sit  here  and 
roil  at  the  extravagance  of  other  Departments  of 
the  Government,  while  we  set  them  so  bad  an  ex- 
ample as  we  did  in  the  expenditures  of  the  last 
Congress.  He  was  confident  that  the  greatest 
extravagance  in  the  country  was  in  this  Capitol; 
and  he  would  therefore  retiuce  the  expenses  of 
this,  the  most  important  of  the  departments  of 
the  Government,  before  he  attempted  to  reduce 
others,  lie  would  e6ect  a  considerable  reduction 
by  shortening  the  sessions  of  Congress,  and  he 
was  not  sure  but  that  a  session  of  Congress  might, 
by  some  accident,  be  pretermitted,  and  the  coun- 
try not  be  ruined  by  it.  We  came  hereat  an  ex- 
pense of  a  couple  of  millions  to  our  constituents, 
and  expended  a  considerable  portion  of  it  in  dis- 
mounting a  regiment  of  dragoons;  and  he  believed 
that,  at  the  last  session,  they  dismissed  some  of 
the  pages  and  some  of  the  subordinate  officers  of 
the  House,  while  an  endeavor  was  made  to  check 
someof  the  extravagances  of  the  Army  and  Navy. 
He  himself  endeavored  to  check  some  of  the  ex- 
travagances of  the  judiciary — the  only  department 
with  which  he  was  acquainted — but  without  suc- 
cess. He  had  shown  the  House  that  the  expend- ! 
itures  of  this  department  had  mounted  up  from 
140,000  a  year  to  |437,000;  and,  though  some  re- 
duction was  made,  it  was  put  back  aealn  at  the 
end  of  the  year.  Every  bod  v  knew  that,  at  one 
period  of  time,  the  finanpeso^ France  were  farmed 
out.  Now,  he  had  no  doubt,  that  if  they  could 
get  six  or  eight  clever  and  intelligeni  men  to  ad- 


minister the  resources  of  this  Government,  and 
limit  their  expenditures  to  (2*^,000,0(10,  they  could 
keep  up  the  Army  and  Navy  on  the  most  respect- 
able footing,  and  make  fortunes  for  themselves 
besides.  True  economy  did  not  consist  in  cutting 
down  the  establishments  of  the  country,  but  by 
a  judicious  administration  of  their  affairs;  and  if 
it  was  not  obtained  in  this  way,  it  was  in  vain  to 
hope  for  il  in  any  other.  You  may  put  down  the 
home  squadron  this  year,  and  you  may  dismount 
a  regiment  of  dragoons  the  next;  but  this  will 
amount  to  next  to  nothing.  As  long  as  in  this 
Capitol  the  public  expenditures  are  nrore  than 
they  ought  to  be,  so  long  will  the  other  Depart- 
ments of  the  Government  follow  the  example  thus 
set  them.  As  long  as  the  expenditures  Ibr  your 
foreign  missions,  though  they  do  not  amount  to 
a  great  deal  of  themselves,  are  doubled;  as  long 
as  officers  of  the  Army,  as  was  done  by  a  distin- 
guished nflicerat  the  lust  session  of  Congress,  can 
Excuse  themselves  for  drawing  too  much,  by  al- 
leging that  other  ofHcers  do  the  same  thing;  as 
long  as,  by  some  arrangement  of  the  Departments, 
each  bureau  is  considered  a  separate  command, 
and  paid  for  accordingly;  as  long  as  it  is  the  prac- 
tice, in  the  Army  and  Navy,  for  officers  to  certify 
that  such  things  aredone  when  they  are  notdonc, 
and  receive  pay  for  them;  so  long  could  he  assure 
the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  that  the 
mere  putting  down  of  the  home  squadron  would 
leave  the  work  but  half  accomplished.  He  be- 
lieved gentlemen  were  begi*ining  at  the  wrong  end, 
and  in  the  wrong  way.  He  believed  that  if  the 
expenditures  of  the  Government  wore  to  bo  re- 
duced stall,  it  would  only  be  done  by  an  admin- 
istrative economy,  and  by  looking  into  every  de- 
partment with  an  eye  to  what  could  be  saved. 

He  was  told  that  the  present  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  was  of  opinion  that  (600,000  could  be  saved 
by  ibis  process  at  once.  He  had  no  knowledge 
of  his  own  on  (his  subject;  but  he  bad  learned 
from  a  distinguished  officer  of  the  Navy,  that  in 
the  navy-yaida,  in  the  equipment  of  ships,  by 
the  waste  and  extrnvogaiice  caused  by  allowing 
officers  to  rebuild  ships  when  they  pleased,  and 
the  loss  on  the  provisions  of  ships  jiist  returned 
from  sea,  which  have  been  taken  or  thrown  away, 
the  greatest  abuses  have  been  practiced,  which 
have  assisted  in  swelling  up  the  naval  expendi- 
tures to  their  present  enormous  amount.  When 
lie  was  told  that  there  were  long-standing  abuses, 
both  in  the  Navy  and  Army,  which  the  gentle- 
men who  practiced  them  were  not  aware  of,  he 
answered  that,  by  beginning  at  home,  and  set- 
ling  the  country  a  good  example,  and  showing 
that  they  were  resolved  to  apply  the  rule  to  them- 
selves, they  might  then  lay  their  hands  on  the 
Army  and  Navy,  and  accomplish  a  great  deal.' 
He  would  not  lake  his  seat  without  uttering  a 
sentiment  which  he  had  very  much  at  heart. 
The  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  and  him- 
self, if  he  was  not  mistaken,  belonged  to  the  same 
political  party.  He  did  not  often  speak  of  par- 
ties; but  the  responsibility  rests  with  us;  we 
are  answerable,  and  we  ought  to  be  answerable; 
and  if,  by  the  extravagance  of  our  contingent  ex- 
penses—if  by  not  introducing  a  system  of  admin- 
istrative economy  into  every  branch  of  the  Gov- 
eriiWient — if,  by  simply  talking  about  economy, 
and  dismounting  a  regiment  of  dragoons,  or  re- 
ducing the  home  squadron,  we  do  not  reduce  the 
expenditures  of  the  Government  to  an  amount 
withiii  our  resources,  the  responsibility  that  will 
rest  on  us  will  be  a  heavy  one.  I  do  not  often 
allude  to  parlies,  still  less  to  the  presidential 
question;  but  1  now  declare  that  we  shall  have  no 
right  to  say  a  word  to  the  people  on  any  party 
quMtion,  or  presidential  question,  unless  we  show 
that  we  are  in  earnest  in  carrying  out  retrench- 
ment and  reform.  His  friend  from  South  Caro- 
lina [Mr.  Campbell]  added,  "  a  reduction  of  the 
tariff  also."  If  the  House  would  recollect,  he, 
Ist  session,  spoke  of  the  Pennsylvania  platform; 
and  his  friends  from  the  South  would  recollect 
that  be  oflered  them  a  position  on  it  which  they 
would  not  take.  He  then  told  them  that  he 
offered  tliem  a  drink  of  wine  and  water,  which 
they  refused  to  taste;  and  asked  them  how  they 
relished  the  pure  whisky  they  were  obliged  to 
swallow?  As  for  his  friend  from  New  Hamp- 
shire, [Mr.  Hale,]  strong  and  sonorous  as  his 
voice  wss,  he  might  depend  upon  itthathe  never 
would  be  able  to  eOect  any  valuable  retrench- 
ment and  reform,  unless  he  began  in  the  Capitol; 


and  that  confining  his  retrenchment  to  the  Navy 
nnd  the  home  squadron  would  not  do.  The 
Navy  must  not  be  the  scape-goat.  Let  us  take 
the  beam  out  of  our  own  eyes;  it  is  very  large, 
and  cost  about  a  million  dollars  more  last  Con- 
gress than  it  ever  did  before.  We  must  show 
to  the  Navy  and  Army,  and  the  Judiciary,  that 
we  are  in  earnest,  by  beginning  with  ourselves; 
and  we  shall  then  be  respected,  and  able  to  elect 
our  President. 

Mr.  STEENROD  moved  to  lay  the  resolution 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  ADAMS  asked  the  gentleman  to  with- 
draw his  motion  to  enable  him  to  make  some 
remarks. 

Mr.  STEENROD  said  he  would  withdraw  his 
motion,  on  condition  (hat  the  gentleman  would 
renew  it. 

Mr.  ADAMS  could  not  do  that.  The  genOe- 
man  must  withdraw  his  motion  unconditionally, 
or  not  at  all. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Steen- 
rod's  motion,  nnd  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  ADAMS  observed  that  he  had  been  very 
much  amused  at  the  course  the  debate  had  taken, 
and  particularly  by  the  remarksof  his  friend,  the 
peace-maker,  [Mr.C.J.  Imoerioll,]  and  the  aid 
ne  had  given  to  the  gentleman  from  New  Hamp- 
shire, in  his  proposition  of  economy  and  reform. 
The  gentleman  gave  the  House,  undoubtedly,  a 
great  deal  of  instruction  as  to  the  manner  in  which 
It  should  carry  out  retrenchment  and  reform,  and 
finally  elect  a  President;  but  his  remarks  did  not 
happen  to  apply  to  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  Hampshire,  for  be  led  them  away  from 
that  motion,  and  told  them,  in  substance,  that  it 
was  not  the  (9,000,000  asked  for  by  the  Secretary 
of  Ihe  Navy — and  he  did  ndt  know  how  much 
asked  for  (he  Army — that  was  (o  be  retrenched. 
Oh,  no!  The  Army  and  the  Navy  were  not  the 
great  expenses  of  this  nation;  it  was  not  by  cur- 
(ailing  the  military  and  naval  expenditures  that 
economy  was  to  be  obtained;  but  by  beginning 
with  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  .•  And  what 
was  the  comparison,  to  come  to  dollars  and  cents, 
lietween  the  expenses  of  that  House  and  the 
Navy  Department?  Why,  the  gentleman,  with 
all  his  exaggerating  eloquence,  had  mtnle  the  ex- 
ecutive, legislative,  anil  judicial  powers  of  ths 
country,  to  cost,  at  least,  two  million  dollars; 
while  the  estimates  for  the  Navy  were  (9,000,000, 
to  enable  our  ships  to  go  abroad  and  display  the 
stripes  and  stars.  And  for  what  purpose  was  it 
necessary  to  have  this  home  squadron?  Was  ths 
great  maritime  Power  of- the  earth  in  such  a  po- 
sition toward  us  as  to  authorize  us  to  expect  a 
hostile  British  squadron  on  our  coasts?  No;  he 
believed  not.  Then  what  was  this  (9,000,000 
wanted  for?  There  was  a  statement,  two  years 
ago,  in  Ihe  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
in  which  they  were  told  that  our  present  Navy, 
in  comparison  with  that  of  Great  Britain,  was 
only  as  one  to  eight — that  is,  that  the  British 
navy  was  eight  times  as  large  as  ours.  Now, 
in  that  year  (8,000,000  were  asked  for  for'^the 
Navy;  Ihe  report  of  the  present  year  asks  for 
(9,000,000.  This  report  containeif  the  principle 
that  we  must  go  on  to  increase  our  Navy,  until 
it  is  at  least  one  hajf  as  large  as  that  of  Great 
Britain;  and  what,  then,  was  the  proportion  of 
additional  expense  we  must  incur  to  arrive  at  that 
result?  Why,  four  times  eight  are  thiny-two;' 
so  that  it  will  take  an  annual' expenditure  of 
(33,000,000  to  gi\e  us  a  Navy  half  as  large  as 
(hat  of  Great  Britain. 

If,  however,  gentlemen  were  to  go  on  in  this 
way,  (33,000,000— nay,  (50,000,000  would  not 
be  enough  to  pay  the  expense  of  their  Navy.  The 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  was  willing,  at  the 
last  session,  to  go  on  and  increase  (he  Navy  until 
it  could  go  up  the  Thames  dnd  burn  London, 

Mr.C  J.  INGERSOLL  said  he  recollected  that 
his  burning  of  London  was  only  in  retaliation  for 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  taking  a  Brit- 
ish fleet  up  the  Mississippi,  and  burning  Natchez. 
[Laughter.] 

Mr.  ADAMS  expressed  his  approval  of  the 
resolution  of  the  ^ntleman  from  New  Hamp- 
shire, and  his  gratification  that  it  had  come  from 
such  a  quarter — a  quarter  which  was  so  deeply 
interested  in  having  a  due  protection  for  the  mer- 
cantile navy  and  their  coasting  trade,  by  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  home  squadron.  At  the  time  the 
home  squadron  was  first  proposed,  he  was  bim- 
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seir,  in  favor  of  it,  and  it  wna  adnpted,  with  Ijut 
very  little  o|>f>iisitioii ;  and  tht  reuHOii  was,  bccausu 
the  tlouae  did  not  understand  it  at  that  lime..  It 
looked  more  particularly  to  a  war  with  Oreat 
Britain,  (he  was  understood  to  say,)  provided  she 
took  the  Island  of  Cuba. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  made  some  remark, 
which  was  nut  distinctly  heard. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  What!  would  yon  go  to  war 
for  Cuba? 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL.  Yes,  without  a 
moment's  hesitation,  rather  than  let  England 
have  it. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  Well,  I  would  not  go  to  war 
vith  England,  at  present,  for  anything  at  all. 

Some  other  cnnrersation  ensued  between  Mr. 
ADAMS  and  Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL,  which 
was  in  so  low  a  tone  of  voice  that  it  was  wholly 
unintelligible  at  the  reporter's  desk. 

Mr.  ADAMS  resumed  his  remarks,  and  wat 
understood  to  refer  to  the  Texan  and  many  other 
questions,  on  which  a  war  witli  England  had  been 
looked  to  when  the  home  squadron  was  estab- 
lished; and  then  he  returned  to  the  questions  of 
economy  suggested  by  Mr.  Ihobbioli.;  and  de- 
nied, as  he  proceeded,  that  economy  should  be 
limited  to  the  home  departments,  and  nolembraoe 
the  Army  and  the  Nary.  He  saw  no  necessity 
for  a  large  Navy,  unless  it  was  to  insult  other 
nations,  by  taking  possession  of  their  territory 
in  lime  of  peace.  What  was  tlie  good,  lieasked, 
of  a  Navy  which  cost  the  country  ^.OOO.OOU  a 
year,  compared  with  what  was  done  there  in  the 
legislative. department  of  the  nation?  He  ex- 
pressed bis  ardent  hope  that  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  [Mr.  C.  Johnson]  and  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  McKat]  —  now  the 
chairman  of  the  Commi  tice  of  Ways  and  Means — 
would  persevere  in  the  same  spirit  that  marked 
their  conduct  during  the  last  Congress,  and  still 
advocate  reductions  in  the  Army  and  the  Navy. 
If  they  compared  the  appropriations  of  the  last 
Congress  with  the  recommendations  of  the  Sec- 
retary, it  would  be  found  tliat  the  reductions  then 
made  were  not  less  than  |4,000,U00  in  tiie  one 
Department  of  War  alone.  Why,  the  proposi- 
tions of  the  Secretary  then  contemplated  an  Army 
of  twenty  thousand  men;  and  what  did  Congress 
do  ?  Why,  instead  of  making  that  increase,  the 
Army  was  reduced  from  twelve  thousand  to 
about  eight  thousand  men — a  reduction  of  one 
third;  and  there  was  a  similar  reduction  in  the 
Navy.  And  he  ventured  to  say  that  the  Twenty- 
Seventh  Congress  was  the  most  retrenching  Con- 
gress the  country  had  had  for  a  long  period. 

In  relation  to  the  administrative  economy  rec- 
ommended by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
[Mr.  C.  J.  Inoersoll,]  he  said  that  this  was  the 
place  of  legislation,  and  not  of  administration; 
but  if  a  committee  should  be  appointetl,  as  was 
done  by  the  last  Congress,  with  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  at  its  head,  what  would  he  be 
able  to  accomplish  ?  The  gentleman  could  save 
nothing  but  candle-ends,  and  he  doubted  if  he 
could  effect  even  that  saving.  The  result  in  the 
last  aeasion.wa8 — what  ?  The  cutting  off  one  or 
two  of  their  pages  or  small  attendants;  the  limit- 
ing of  the  number  of  quills  which  the  members  of 
that  House  should  use;  and  also  the  wafers,  and 
bits  of  sealing-wax.  By  the  Constitution,  the 
Executive  was  responsible  for  the  Administrative 
Departmenu;  and  be  made  no  reproach  against 
President  Tyler  for  not  reducing  the  expenses  of 
hi«  administration,  for  it  was  for  the  House  to 
draw  the  purse  strings  together  when  making  the 
appropriations.  He  did  not  charge  any  Admin- 
istration with  extravagance ;  he  had  never  charged 
Mr.  Van  Buren's  administration  with  extrava- 
gance; it  was  for  Congress  tacut  short  the  appro- 
Eriations,  as  was  dona  last  Congress;  and  he  be- 
£ved  reductions  could  be  carried  even  further 
than  they  were  carried  by  the  Congress  which 
preceded  the  present. 

He  alluded,  in  the  course  of  his  subsequent  re- 
marka,  to  the  reduction  of  $100,000,  made  on  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr. 
C.  J.  Ihosrsoll,]  in  the  appropriations  foi^  the 
circuit  and  district  courts,  &c.,  and  the  introduc- 
tion of  that  item  aAerwards  into-an  Indian  treaty 
bill,  passed  at  the  close  of  a  session  of  the  last 
Coneresa;  and  concluded  with  an  expression  of 
bis  oesire  that  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  Hampshire  should  be  adopted. 

Mr.  HALE  next  desired  to  address  the  House; 


but,  as  llip  day  was  far  advanced,  there  was  a  dis- 
positinn  maiiiii'slcd  to udjourn;he, therefore, sub- 
mitted a  motion  to  that  cflTect, 
And  the  House  adjourned. 

The  following  noticen  of  peittionn  prrscnted  to-dny,  were 
liaiidpil  m  the  rrftorlnr*  by  tlie  iiK>inlHTi  preventing  tiiem  : 

By  Mr.  WKNTWOKTII  :  Tliu  pctiUiiu  of  sundry  rili- 
sciia  of  Bnnitc  Cdunty,  lllinoi<«,  and  tlie  IVrriwry  of  Wi«- 
coiiKin,  pniyiii):  for  a  nnil  ruue  front  Belvtder^llllinoit,  to 
Dari<-n,  Mi'<i«nnri ;  wliicli  wa«  referred  to  tlie  Commiltee  on 
tllc  ra<(  (lOicc  and  Pn«l  Roada. 

AliMv,  tllc  petition  (if  tinndry  citizens  of  Chicnj^o,  Iltinoiti, 
for  tlie  c-xtpii^ion  of  lliu  United  State*  oiaritiniti  Inw  over 
the  upper  lakeii,  fnnn  Ontario  to  Michi^n,  inclusive ; 
wliicli  was  ri^fprrcd  to  the  (Jommiuce  on  \i\e.  Judiciary. 

By  Mr.  FICKLIN:  The  petition  of  William  Arbuthnot 
and  three  hundred  and  twenty-two  otli^rs.  prnyiny  a  grant 
of  uildold  land.4  in  the  Shawneetnwn.  Palestine,  nnd  VIn- 
cennpaland  dlrftricls,  for  the  improvement  of  the  navigation 
of  the  great  Wabaali  rlvi^r.from  the  termination  of  the  Wa- 
bash and  £rie  Can.nl,  at  Terra  Haute,  lothe  Junctioaof  the 
Wnli.-uh  with  the  Oliio  river. 

Also,  the  resolutions  of  a  convention  at  Carnii,  in  th^ 
State  of  Illinoiii,  asking  a  donation  of  lands  for  tlie  ssm^ 
oMeet. 

By  Mr.  A.  II.  READ:  A  petition  signed  by  sundry  citi- 
zens of  Montrose,  Pennsylvania,  pmyini;  for  a  reduction  of 
IWHtage  on  letters;  and,  also,  iT  liiiHliflcntion  of  the  Post 
OlDce  laws  relative  to  newspajierd,  periodicals,  nnd  magn- 
sines ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Conmiuee  on  tlie  Post 
OAce  and  Post  Un^iU. 

Dy  Mr.  C.  M.  KCED :  Tlie  petition  of  P.  U.  Parsons  <i 
Co.,  and  one  hundred  and  sixty  citizens  of  the  city  of  Buf- 
falo, New  York,  pmying  an  appropriation  for  continuing 
the  work  on  Uic  harbor  nt  Micliiiian  eity,  on  Lake  Mich- 
igan; wliicli  was  nrferred  to  the  Ooininittee  on  Commerce. 

By  Mr.  FAilLGK  :  The  pinilion  of  a  number  of  persons 
of  the  county  of  Hunterdon,  for  a  post  road  from  Fleming- 
ton  to  Milfoil,  in  said  county. 

By  Mr.  UARPER:  The  potiUnn  of  Adsm  Fetors  and 
eighty-nine  nttierd,oitizens  of  Muskingum  county,  Ohio;  the 
lietition  of  George  VV.  Manypenny  and  tiiiny-lnur  others, 
citizens  of  the  same  county  ;  ttic  petition  of  two  hundred 
and  twenty  citizens  of  the  same  county  nnd  State,  praying 
for  the  erection  of  a  bridge  serosa  the  Ohio  river  at  VVIieel- 
iiig ;  which  were  referred  to  ilie  Conimlttee  on  Beads  and 
Canals. 

By  Mr.  BOWLIN:  The  petition  ol*  George  Lynch,  fhr 
luck  (lension ;  which  was  referred  to  tlie  Committee  oa 
Invalid  Pensions. 

Also,  tlie  petition  of  John  Bough,  for  a  pension  as  a  rev- 
olu'ionary  soldier :  which  was  refeacd  to  the  Couimiuee 
on  Revolutionary  Pensions. 

Mr.  B.  moved  that  Ueorge'W.  Denu  have  leave  to  with- 
draw his  petition  for  compensation  for  property  lost  in  the 
burning  of  the  sub-Treasury  building  at  St.  Louis,  Missou- 
ri ;  and  that  the  same  be  referred  |p  tlie  Cnmmittce  of 
Clalnu. 


IN  SENATE. 


Thdrsdat,  DtcmAer  38,  1843. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  communication  from  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, covering  the  annual  report  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  General  Land  Office. 
.  On  motion  of  Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  it  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table;  and  a  motion  by  Mr. 
H.  to  print  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Printing. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  message  from  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  transmitiing  a  communication  from 
the  War  Department,  containingnll  the  informa- 
tion and  correspondem^e  in  that  Department  on 
the  subject  of  the  mountain  howitzer  taken  by 
Lieutenant  Fremont  upon  the  expedition  to  the 
Oregon;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table; 
and  the  motion  to  print  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Printing. 

MEMORIALS,  ETC. 

Mr.  MOREHEAD  presented  a  memorial  and 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky,  re- 
specting the  services  of  Christopher  Miller,  who 
acted  as  an  Indian  spy  in  Wayne's  campaign, 
and  urging  upon  Congress  the  passage  of  a  law 
giving  some  relief  to  his  heirs  as  a  consideration 
for  said  services;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  James  Mcintosh,  a 
commander  in  the  United  States  Navy,  praying 
some  remuneration  for  aenricea  performed  while 
acting  in  a  grade  higher  than  that  he  then  held  in 
the  Navy;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committe* 
on  Naval  Affairs. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  Elizabeth  B.  Scott,  tba 
widow  of  Alexander  Scott,  praying  for  the  reim- 
bursement of  certain  moneys  expended  by  her 
husband  whilst  acting  as  diplomatic  agent  at  the 
Republic  of  Venezuela;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  KING  presented  joint  resolutions  adopted 
by  the  Legislature  of  Alabama,  setting  forth  the 


great  inconvenience  to  (he  people  of  the  United 
States  by  the  present  rates  of  postage,  and  urging 
the  modification  of  the  Post  Office  law  so  as  to 
conform  those  rates  to  the  Federal  coin. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  K.,  it  was  ordered  that  the 
above  memorial,  and  all  the  papers  on  the  files  of 
the  Senate  relating  to  this  subject,  be  taken  there- 
from, and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Poat  Roads. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RIVES,  it  was 

Ordtrtd,  That  the  petition  and  papers  of  the  heirs  and 
lepraHuMatlvRs  of  Philip  8.  Barbour,  who  held  a  military 
commission  under  the  colonial  government  of  Virginia, 
praying  Congress  to  pass  a  law  conArming  certain  lands 
granted  liim,  be  taken  from  the  Ales,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BENTON,  it  was 
OrJereJ,  That  the  petition  and  papers  relating  to  the 
claim  of  General  Eaton  be  uken  fnim  the  files  of  the  Sen- 
ate, and  referred  to  tlie  Commiiiee  on  Claims. 

REPORT  FROM  A  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  FAIRFIELD,  from  the  Committee  on 
Printing,  reported  favorably  to  printing  certain 
documents;  which  was  concurred  in  by  the  Sen- 
ate. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  ATCHISON,  on  leave,  introdoeed  a  bill 
establishing  a  government  in  the  Territory  of 
Oregon ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
the  select  committee  on  Oregon. 

Mr.  BAGBY,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  George  S.  Gaines;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  referred,  with  all  the  documenta  upon 
the  subject,  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

TITLE  TO  OREGON. 

Mr.  ALLEN  submitted  the  following  resolu> 
tion;  which,  under  the  rule,  lies  one  day  on  the 
table: 

Raolttd,  Thst  the  President  ke  requested  to  lay  helbre 
the  Bennir,  if,  in  his  Judgment,  that  may  lie  done  wlUioat 
pr^udice  to  the  public  interests,  m  copy  of  auy  instractioiis 
which  m:iy  have  been  given  by  the  Executive  to  the  Amer- 
ican Minister  in  England  on  the  subject  of  the  title  to,  and 
neeapation  of,  Oregon,  since  the  4ui  day  of  March,  1841  i 
also,  a  copy  of  any  rorrespondenec  whicli  may  have  paased 
between  this  Government  and  that  of  Great  Britain  in  re- 
lation to  that  subject,  since  Uiat  lime. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  Umport  said  there  wo* 
no  further  business  on  his  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  executive  business; 
and  afler  some  time  spent  therein,  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 
Thdbsdat,  Dumber  28, 1843. 

The  Jou  mal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  appro  vsd . 

Mr.  PAYNE  gave  notice  of  a  motion  for  leave 
to  introduce  a  bill  to  repeal  the  law  distributing 
the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  among  the  States. 

Mr.  W  ELLER  ^ve  notice  of  a  m  otion  for  leave 
to  introduce  a  bill  to  amend  and  continue  in  force 
the  act  to  incorporate  the  inhabitants  of  the  city 
of  Waahington. 

Mr.  STEBNROD  ^ve  notice  of  a  motion  for 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  making  an  appropriation 
for  the  Cumberhind  road  in  the  Slates  of  Mis- 
souri, Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Virginia. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR,  of  New  York,  gave  notice  of 
a  motion  for  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  extending 
the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  July  7,. 
1833,  entitled  "An  act  for  granting  half  pay  and 
pensions  to  certain  widows,"  so  as  to  incJuae  the 
widows  of  such  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Revo- 
lution as  were  married  after  the  1st  day  of  Janu- 
ary, 1794;  and  also  to  extend  for  a  further  period 
the  pensions  already  granted  by  said  act. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  or  Pennsylvania,  ^ve  notice  of 
a  motion  for  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  provide 
for  the  construction  of  a  dry-dock  at  the  navy- 
yard  at  Philadelphia. 

Mr.  SAMPLE  gave  notiee  of  a  motion  for  leave 
to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  W. 
Allen,  of  Laporte  county,  Indiana. 

Mr.  JENK8  asked  leave  to  withdraw  from  the 
files  the  petition  and  papers  of  Adam  Sterret,  an 
old  soldier,  asking  some  remuneration  for  the  loss 
of  his  military  land,  sold  for  taxes  Whilst  be  was 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States;  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KINO,  of  New  York,  the 
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petition  and  paper*  of  Daniel  Church  were  taken 
frum  the  files  of  the  House  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Inralid  Penmous. 

Mr.  SLIDBLL  gare  notice  of  hia  intenuon  to 
■ak  leave  to  introduce  the  following  bills: 

A  bill  to  provide  for  the  adjustment  of  land 
claims  in  Louisiana,  Alabama,  Miasisaippi,  Ar- 
kansas, and  Missouri,  and  in  the  Territory  of 
Iowa; 

A  bill  to  confirm  the  entry  of  public  lands  in 
certain  cases;  and 

A  bill  to  exempt  from  duty  cotton  imported 
into  the  United  Slates  from  Texas. 

Mr.  LEVY  rose  and  said  that,  toward'*  the  close 
of  the  last  Concress,  he  received  certain  charsea 
acainst  a  United  States  judge  of  Florida,  (Judge 
Douglass  of  the  middle  district,)  emanating  from 
Colonel  William  Wyatt,  acitizen  of  that  Territory, 
with  a  request  that  he  would  present  them  to  the 
House,  and  ask  an  impeachment  of  that  officer. 
He  had  not  presented  the  charges  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, because,  from  the  lateness  of  the  period  at 
which  they  reached  him,  it  would  have  been  im- 
possible to  expect  any  action  by  the  House,  and 
thus  injustice  might  have  resulted  to  the  accused 
by  the  pending  of  charges  for  so  long  a  period, 
without  opportunity  of  answer  or  refutation.  It 
is  my  duty  now,  however,  to  present  them,  and 
to  ask  for  the  complainant  a  due  investigation  of 
his  complaints.  The  charges  are,  upon  th^r  face, 
of  a  grave  nature.  It  did  not  become  him  to  ex- 
press his  opinion  respecting  them;  but  he  would 
ask  that  a  full  examination  be  ordered,  with  a 
view  of  enabling  both  parties  to  present  for  them- 
aelves  such  facts  aa  they  may  deem  appropriate. 
Mr.  L.  said  he  bad  consulted  the  precedents  in 
such  cases;  and,  as  he  found  that  the  usual  course 
was  to  refer  such  matters,  in  the  first  instance,  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  he  would,  with 
the  leave  of  the  House,  make  a  motion  that  the 
papers  be  referred  to  that  committee.  Should  it 
liereafler  appear  that  a  special  committee  would 
be  necessary,  the  Judiciary  Committee  would  so 
report,  and  the  House  would  no  doubt  allow  it. 

Mr.  L.  said  it  might  be  proper  for  him  to  add, 
that  the  original  papers  were  destroyed  with  others 
of  his  papers  in  the  conflagration  of  Tallahassee 
last  spring;  but  that  the  papers  presented  were 

Crecise  copies.  He  would  alsostate  that  the  judge 
ad  been  notified  by  him  of  his  intention  to  pi-e- 
sent  those  cliarges,  and  requested  to  prepare  for 
his  defense. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  it  could  only  be  en- 
tertained at  this  time  by  general  consent,  as  the 
order  of  business  was  the  call  of  the  State*  for 
petition*. 

No  objection  being  made,  the  paper*  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  desired  to  give  a  notice, 
but  it  was  objected  to;  and  the  call  for  petitions 
was  proceeded  with. 

Petitions  were  presented  by  Mr.  BELSER. 

Mr.  McCONNELL  presented  joint  resolutions 
of  the  Legislature  of  Alabama,  upon  the  subject 
of  floatages. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  inquired  if  these  resolution* 
could  now  be  received. 

Mr.  QRINNELL  desired  to  know  what  objec- 
tion the  gentleman  had  to  their  reception. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  was  about  to  explain,  when 
he  wo*  called  to  order  by 

Mr.  McCONNELL,  who  remarked  that  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  was  altogether  too  so- 
licitous upon  point*  of  order. 

Mr.  MeC.  then  presented  a  petition;  which  wa* 
received  and  referred. 

Petition*  were  pre»ented  by  Messrs.  FICK- 
LIN,  BLACK,  SLIDELL,  and  VANMETER. 

Mr.  GRIDER  offered  to  give  a  notica;  but, 
being  objected  to,  it  was  withdrawn. 

Mr.  GIODINGS  presented  a  memorial,  and 
moved  its  reference  to  a  select  committee  of  five 
members,  with  instructions  to  inquire  into  and 
report  the  facts  of  the  case;  and  that,  for  this  pur- 
pose, they  have  the  power  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers. 

'  Mr.  McCONNELL  called  for  the  reading  of 
the  petition :  and  it  w*a  read  by  the  Clerk,  as  fal- 
lows; 
T»  Ikt  Congra/tf  tkt  Vmltt*  Sttttt ! 

TiM  buoiM*  pelilioa  of  William  JniMs,  now  k  prismer 
in  iho  United  Slate*  jail,  in  Washioglao  citjr,  re^peclfally 
nprennu : 

'i'hat  your  memorialist  is  a  free  citizeo  of  ihc  Onlted 
Sum,  liora  free  in  tbs  But*  of  Vifginis,  and  bos  alwayi 


been  an  induclrious  and  litme»tcitiscn,cliarfenblc  with  no 

crime  ;  that,  H-liile  enjoying  lii«  lilt^rty  in  litis  city,  he  was 

seized,  and,  williout  any  charge  nf  crime,  was  Utrown  iiilo 

jail,  where  he  hati  been  cniifined  for  several  weeks,  and  is 

i  now  advertised  lo  be  sold  as  a  slave  by  the  marshal  of  ttie 

I  United  ainles  to  pay  ihe  expenses  of  his  iitiprisonmeiit,  un- 

:  less  bis  owner  shall  appear ;  that  your  petitioner  lias  no 

I  owner  but  his  God,  and  owes  no* service  but  to  his  country ; 

that  It  is  hard  for  him  to  be  imprisoned  without  Thnll,  and 

then  sold  to  pny'Ute  expense.  He  therelbre  prays  that  Con- 

fress  will  uert  tbeir  powers  for  the  protection  of  the  weak, 

and  priKMiiVfor  hitn  that  liberty  and  Justice  which  are  his 

ri^tit,  and  which  he  has  a  ppccial  claim  for  in  the  Uiiilrict, 

which  is  under  the  excltuive  legislation  of  your  honorable 

body.  hia 

WILLIAM  X  JONE8. 
Wiinem:  D.  A.  HALt.  mark. 

Wasbihotox  Jail,  December  SB,  1843. 

Mr.  PAYNE  inquired  whether  the  gentleman 
who  presented  the  memorial  was  aware,  of  his 
own  knowledge,  that  there  is  such  a  person  as 
William  Jones? 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  said  the  paper  came  to  him 
■witnessed  by  one  of  the  most  respectable  attor- 
neys of  the  city,  Mr.  D.  A.  Hall;  and  he  had  no 
doubt  it  was  perfectly  correct  and  true. 

Mr.  DELLET  remarked ,  that  if  the  paper  was 
witnessed  by  a  respectable  attorney,  the  aid  which 
the  petitioner  aaked  he  could  have  obtained  by 
applying  to  that  attorney  and  securing  his  as- 
sistance much  more  readily  than  by  applying  to 
this  House.  There  was  not  a  single  fact  set  forth 
in  that  paper,  to  which  the  attention  of  the  House 
was  called,  that  was  not  properly  a  matter  for 
judicial  investigation;  and  he  would  ask  if  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  were  to  be  called 
upon  by  petitions  in  this  way  to  legislate  upon 
the  judicial  business  of  the  country.  They  were 
called  upon  to  do  what  it  would  be  disgraceful 
and  discreditable  to  suppose  was  neglected  to  be 
done  by  the  proper  authorities. 

The  SPEAKER  remarked  that  the  petition 
must  go  over,  if  Ihe  gentleman  intended  to  de- 
bate it. 

Mr.  DELLET  moved  that  it  be  laid  oo  the 
table. 

Upon  this  question  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
demanded. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  desired  to  put  a  question  to 
the  gentleman  from  Alabama. 

Mr:  McCONNELL  called  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  lo  order. 

The  SPEAKER  observed  that  it  would  be  ir- 
regular to  continue  the  debate  after  a  motion  to 
lay  the  subject  on  the  table. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  taken,  resulted-^ 
yeas  55,  nay*  100.    . 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  memorial  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  moved  iu  reference  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.SAUNDERS,  in  the  course  of  his  remarks, 
(which  were  not  distinctly  heard,)  was  under- 
stood to  be  opposed  to  the  reference  to  the  Com- 
mittee for  the  District  of  Columbia;  and  he  inti- 
mated to  thegentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Giddikgs] 
that  a  plain  course  was  open  to  him,  if  the  fact 
were  as  represented,  by  which  the  petitioner  could 
be  discharged  without  any  difficulty. 

Mr.  McCONNELL  desired  to  raise  the  Ques- 
tion whether  Ihe  petitioner  was  a  citizen  of  the 
United  Slates;  and,  aa  a  conaequence,  whether  he 
had  the  right  to  petition  the  Congress  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.' 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  was  proceeding  to  make 
some  further  remarks,  when 

The  SPEAKER  informed  that  the  question 
wa*  not  debatable. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  said  he  wa*  not  going  to 
debate  it.    He  merely  wished  to  say  a  word  or  , 
two  respecting  the  facts,  which  he  thought  would  ' 
relieve  the  House  nf  any  further  difficulty. 

Mr.  McCONNELL  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rules,  that  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina 
might  have  leave  to  proceed. 

[Cries  of  "Order!"  "  Order!") 

The  SPEAKER  said  if  debate  arose  uponthi* 
memorial,  it  must  go  over  till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  again  stated  that  it  was  not 
hi*  intention  to  debate  the  question. 

Mr.  KIRKPATRICK  was  understood  to  sug- 
gest an  instruction  to  the  committee  to  which  the 
memorial  might  be  sent,  to  report  a  bill  to  repeal 
the  law  under  which  the  petitioner  was  confined. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  such  a  motion 
would  be  in  order  when  the  subject  came  up  to- 
morrow 


.The  subject  then  went  over. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  then  rose  to  give  notice  that, 
at  an  early  day,  he  should  ask  leave  to  introduce 
a  bill  to  prohibit  the  officers  of  the  United  States 
from  interfering  in  the  capture  of  persons  suspect- 
ed of  being  fugitives  from  slavery. 

The  SPEAKERsaid  the  motion  could  only  be 
received  by  common  consent. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  asked  if  it  was  not  always  in 
order,  on  petition  days,  to  give  notice  of  a  bill. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  it  could  only  be 
received  by  common  consent. 

The  notice  was  not  received,  as  objections  were 
made. 

Mr.  HARPER  presented  some  petitions  from 
Ohio. 

Mr.  TIBBATTS  rose  to  give  notice  of  his  in- 
tention to  ask  leave  to  introduce  certain  bills. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  objected  to  all  such  notices; 
and  they  were  not  received. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  presented  a  memorial,  with 
a  few  remarks,  in  the  course  of  which,  he  stated 
that  it  came  from  the  gentle  sex,  and  asked  for  no 
appropriations. 

The  Clerk  read  the  memorial,  at  the  request 
of  the  gentleman  who  presented  it;  and  it'appeared 
that  it  came  from  the  ladies  now  holding  s  fair  in 
this  city,  for  the  benefit  of  St.  Matthew's  Church, 
and  that  it  stated  that  for  four  months  they  had 
been  engaged  in  the  preparation  of  articles  for 
the  comfort  and  convenience  of  the  members  of 
the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  whose  attendance 
they  requested  at  the  exhibition. 

Mr.  McCONNELL  moved  that  Ihe  memorial 
be  referred  to  a  committee  of  one — thegentleman 
who  introduced  it.  And  he  took  occasion  lo  re- 
mark, that  the  ladies  holding  this  fair  could  gel 
enough  to  relieve  all  the  suffering  humanity 
which  he  had  seen  in  this  city  yet,  by  diminish- 
ing the  fees  of  the  priesu.  [Laughter.]  He  after- 
wards remarked  that  he  withdrew  his  motion  lo 
refer,  as  he  believed  the  memorial  wo*  not  refer- 
able. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  said  the  memorial  asked 
for  no  appropriation. 

Mr.  McCONNELL  said,  well,  I  withdraw  il; 
but  as  to  the  priests '  fees,  I  stick  to  that.  [Laugh- 
terj 

The  question  wa*  then  nnderatood  to  be  with- 
drawn. 

The  SPEAKER  then  continued  the  call  for 
petitions;  and  were  presented  by — 

Mr.  COgB,  of  Georgia. 

Mr.  HOLMES,  of  South  Carolina. 

Messrs.  GILMER,  LUCAS,  and  STEEN- 
ROD,  of  Virginia. 

Messrs.  JENKS,  WILKINS,  STEWART, 
BIDLACK,  and  IRVIN,  of  Pennsylvania.    . 

Messrs.  LEONARD,  HUNOERPORD,  DA- 
NA, PATTERSON,  and  MOSELBY,  of  New 
York. 

Mr.  CATLIN,  ofConnecticut,  presented  addi- 
tional documents  in  support  of  the  petition  of 
Ebenezer  Gray  for  a  pension,  presented  by  him 
some  days  ago;  which  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions.  • 

Mr.  WELLER  called  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  vole  just  taken  on  ordering  the 
printing  of  the  memorial  presented  by  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  [Mr.  Dana,]  from  certain 
persons  interested  in  the  navigation  of  the  New 
York  canals,  under  the  impression  that  the  paper 
presented  wa*  a  memorial  from  the  State.  He 
did  not  object  to  the  printing;  but  as  it  was  not 
usual  to  print  memorials,  and  there  was  no  rea- 
son why  this  one  should  be  an  exception  to  the 
general  rule,  he  moved  the  reconsideration  of  the 
vote  on  ordering  the  printing. 

Mr.  STETSON  observed  that  the  gentleman 
did  not  say  that  he  voted  in  the  affirmative;  and 
unless  he  did  so,  he  could  not  move  the  reconsid- 
eration. 

Mr.  WELLER  was  not  ceruin  that  he  voted 
at  all;  though  if  he  had  voted,  he  would  have 
voted,  under  the  impressions  he  held  at  the  time, 
with  the  majority.  But  the  practice  of  the  Hbuse 
had  been  to  consider  all  as  voting  in  the  affirm- 
ative when  no  divisions  were  taken. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  observed  that  when  questions 
were  carried  nA  Mentio,  the  practice  of  the  House 
had  been  to  consider  every  member  a*  voting  in 
the  affirmative. 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that  the  gentleman     « 
from  Ohio  bad  a  right  to  make  the  mouon. 
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Some  further  eonverantlon  took  place  between 
the  SPEAKER  and  Mr.  STETSON;  when 

Mr.  DANA  called  for  the  yeas  and  naya  on 
the  queaiion;  but  a  sufficient  number  not  rising 
to  sustain  the  call,  th«y  were  not  ordered. 

The  memorial  was  then  read;  after  which 

Mr.  DANA  called  for  tellers  on  the  qoeMion; 
but  the  call  was  not  stistained. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  motion  for 
reconsideration,  and  carried  without  a  dirision. 

The  question  reeurrinf  on  the  motion  to  print, 
it  was  pat  to  the  House,  and  decided  m  the  neg- 
atire. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  THOMPSON,  the  memorial 
of  the  Le^slatare  of  Mississippi,  for  bulldine  a 
light-house  on  St.  Joseph's  Island,  ^was  ta&en 
from  the  files  of  tlie  last  session,  and* referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Petitions  were  ftinher  presented  by — 

Mr.  ADAMS,.of  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  SAMPLE,  of  Indiana. 

Mt.  HERRICK,  of  Maine. 

Mr.  CHAPMAN,  of  Alabama. 

RKPORTd  raOM  COMMITTERS. 

Thefaeveral  standin;;  committees  were  called  on 
for  reports;  and  the  following'  were  presented: 

Mr.  HOPKINS,  from  the  Committee  on  (he 

Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  made  an  uafavorable 

report  on  the  petition  of  Joel  Beamtr;  and  the 

.  committee  was  discharged  from  the  further  con- 

•ideratinn  thereof. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  frtm  the  Committee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  presented  a  resolution  that 
the  said  committee  be  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  bringing  in  a  bill  to  abolish  im- 

K'lSonmeniforJebt  wiiliin  the  boundaries  of  said 
strict;  which  resolution  was  aduptfed. 

HOME    SQUADRON. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  yesterday 
by  Mr.  Hale,  wa*  taken  up,  as  the  first  business 
in  order:  • 

Kaoirot,  That  the  SecreUry  of  the  Navy  be  instructt-d  to 
report  to  xhin  tlniue  when  tiK*  home  squadron  Vftn  first  es- 
Isblislied  by  lavr,  what  hnve  been  Uie  irnnual  erpendltures 
therefor,  and  how  aiuoti  of  Uie  wiiaiated  expeuM  of  Uie 
aext/aar  u  iiit«odcd  for  Utai  purpose. 

Mr.  HALE  obserred,  thatal  the  time  of  the 
introduction  of  the  resolution  which  was  now  the 
■abject  of  debate,  he  did  not  suppose  that  it  would 
hare  elicited  so  wide  a  discussion  as  bad  taken 
plaee.  To  prevent  any  further  misconstruction, 
ne  wished  more  fully  to  stale  the  objects  he  had 
in  riew,  and  to  disclaim  others  which  had  been 
imputed  to  him.  In  the  first  place,  he  would  re- 
peat what  he  had  stated  before,  that  in  view  of 
the  fhets  slated  in  the  annual  mesaago  of  the  Chief 
Magistrate,  that  .the  country  was  prosperous  in 
•n  the  various  departments  of  industry,  that  the 
products  of  agriculture  had  been  bountiful  in  the 
extreme,  and  that  we  were  at  peace  with  all  the 
earth — it  was  also  stated  that  in  this  time  of  gen- 
eral and  unprecedented  prosperitv  the  expendi- 
tures of  the  Government  esceedea  oar  revenues 
•ome  four  or  fiva  millions.  Notwithstanding  all 
this,  gentlemen,  instead  of  seeking  how  to  pro- 
Tide  resources  for  the  Government,  and  to  bring 
^wn  its  expenditures  within  the  annual  revenue 
of  iheeotintry ,  were  studiously  devising  new  ob- 
jects of  expenditure,  and  looking  out  for  occlusions 
for  additional  appropriations.  It  would  seem, 
from  this  state  of^  things,  that  the  masim  that  a 
national  debt  was  a  national  blessing  found  pe- 
culiar favor  with  some  gentlemen  on  that  floor. 
Not  boldiiig  to  such  opinions,  he  had,  on  coming 
here  as  i  Representative  of  the  people,  cast  his 
eyes  round  to  find  nut  the  point  at  which  this 
mneli  talked  of  but  little  practiced  retrenchment 
and  reform  should  commence;  and  on  doing  so, 
it  struck  him  that  the  Navy  Department  was  the 
one  most  proper  to  b^in  with. 

It  struck  him  that.n  the  expenditures  of  this 
Department  had  swelled  up  in  a  very  short  time 
from  f3,000,000  annually  to  nearly  nine,  it  was 
time  that  an  inquiry  should  be  made  into  the 
causes  of  this  increaie  of  expenditture,  with  a 
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view  of  applying  the  proper  remedy.  On  look- 
ing to  the  public  documents,  it  would  be  seen 
that  the  expenditures  for  the  Navy  during  the  last 
year  of  Mr.  Van  Buren's  administration — that 
very  period  about  the  extravagance  of  which  so 
maeh  had  Ifeen  said — amounted  to  somewhere 
about  five  millions;  and  taking  the  two  last  years 
of  that  administration  together,  they  amounted 
to  about  nine  milttoiw — the  sum  now  asked  for 
for  one  year.  It  seemed  to  him,  therefore,  that 
this  Qepartment  retjuhred  looking  into,  and  par- 
ticularly that  the  inquiries  maVe  by  the  resolution 
in  relation  to  the  home  squadron — this  thing  of 
but  yesterday,  which  in  one  year  had  increased 
to  sixteeft  vessels.— should  be  answered.  One 
word  in  regard  to  the  resolution  itself.  He  made 
the  inquiry  in  it  in  regard  to  the  time  when  this 
home  squadron  was  established,  not  because  he 
wanted  the  informittion  for  members  of  Congress, 
but  because  he  wanted  to  get  the  information  in 
this  form  before  the  people.  He  wanted  them  to 
know  when  it  was  established;  how  long  it  had 
been  in  operation,  and  at  what  cost  to  the  public 
Treasury;  and  the  services  it  had  rendered.  He 
wished  the  people  to  judge  for  themselves  whether 
It  was  proper  to  carry  retrenchment  and  reform 
into  this  branch  of  tl>e  public  service.  But  these 
natural  and  proper  inquiries  had  been  met  by  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsrlvania,  [Mr.  C.  J.  Ihoer- 
sotL.]  And  how  f  The  gentleman  admitted  that 
the  expenditures  for  the  Navy  were  too  high,  and 
ought  to  be  reduced.  He  admitted  that  the  great- 
est abuses  existed  in  it,  but  he  did  not  want  this 
department  touched.  He  wanted  the  attention  of 
the  House  first  to  be  turned  to  the  expenditures 
of  Congress.  Mr.  H.  vaa  glad  that  the  gentle- 
man had  pointed  to  the  extravagances  of  the  legis- 
lative branch  of  the  Government,  and  hoped  that 
his  experience  would  enable  them  to  search  them 
out,  and  apply  the  proper  remedy;  but  he  could 
not  agree^ritn  him  m  resisting  reform  in  all  the 
other  departments  till  the  abuses  in  this  were  cor- 
rected. 

He  listened  yesterday  to  the  remarks  of  the 
gentleman  with  much  attention,  and  with  the 
hope  of  hearing  some  practical  plan  of  economy 
pointed  out;  but  he  listened  in  vain,  for  all  the 
gentleman's  eloquence  avaporated  In  the  useless 
profession  that  he  would,  at  some  early  day,  offer 
a  resolution  fbr  an  early  adjournment  of  the  two 
Houses  of  Coneress.  He  confessed  he  was  sick 
at  heart,  and  almost  despaired  of  being  able  to 
accomplish  any  useful  measures  of  reform,  after 
finding  that  all  the  jgentleman's  professions  of 
economy  evaporated  in  a  promise  to  move  for  an' 
early  adjournment.  Why,  If  this  was  all  that 
was  to  be  done,  they  hod  better  go  home  at  once. 
He  would  say  to  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia, and  to  all  others,  that  they  could  move  for 
no  day  of  adjournment  so  early  that  he  would 
not  vote  for,  consistently  with  passing  the  neces- 
sary appropriation  bills;  but  he  came  here  to  re- 
trench tne  expenditures  of  the  Government  within 
its  means;  and  if  that  was  not  done,  the  blame 
should  not  be  laid  at  his  door.  He  could  not  but 
be  struck  at  the  manner  in  which  the  gentleman 
brought  out  the  two  millions  of  expenditures  for 
the  last  Congress.  It  seemed  to  him  that  this 
fact  was  presented  as  an  offset  to  the  nine  millions 
of  expenditures  for  the  Navy.  Bat  why?  If 
there  were  abases  in  the  expenditures  of  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress,  let  them  be  ferreted  out  and 
corrected;  but  the  Hoase  should  not  be  driven 
from  its  purpose  of  reforming  any  branch  of  the 
Qovernmeni  on  the  plea  that  its  own  expendi- 
tures ought  to  be  reduced.  He  believed  that  the 
greatest  abases  existed  in  sv^ry  department  of 
the  Government,  and  that  the  extravagances  of 
all  required  correction.  Look  at  the  army  of  eight 
thousand  men  only,  kept  up  at  an  expense  to  the 
nation  of  (1,000  for  each  man.  Was  not  this  a 
crying  abuse  that  ought  to  be  corrected?  Why 
if  the  proposition  had  succeeded  to  increase  the 
Army  to  twenty  thousand  men,  the  expenditure 
at  this  rate  would  have  been  |20,000,000  annu- 
olly.  If  any  gentleman  knew  of  the  existence 
of  ebaseSi  let  him  bring  them  to  the  notice  of  the 


House,  and  he  would  vote  not  onljrfor  the  proper 
inquiry  into  them,  but  to  apply  the  remedy. 

In  regard  to  this  home  vquadrdn,  he  bCj^d 
leave  to  disclaim  amr  of  the  suspicions  entertained 
by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts.  In  offer- 
ing  his  reaoltition,  he  had  no  reftrenee  to  Cuba, 
or  anything  else  suggested  by  the  gentleman. 
He  wanted  the  Hoase  and  the  country  to  look  at 
it  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  presented  it  to 
their  view.  As  to  the  pretense  that  it  wsa  in- 
tended for  the  protection  of  the  coasting  trade,  it 
was  a  most  idle  one.  He  wished  the  gentlemeir 
from  Maine  (the  State  most  largely  interested  in 
that  trade)  to  say  whether  they  needed  any  such 
protection.  He  would  answer  fbr  them,  and  say 
that  they  did  not.  He  himself  lived  among  those 
who  were  extensively  engaged  In  the  coasting 
trade,  and  a  portion  of  the  very  little  he  bad  on 
earth  wtfs  invested  in  It.  He  could,  therefore, 
speak  with  some  knowledge  on  the  subject;  and 
he  hesitated  not  to  say,  (hat  the  idea  of  keeping 
up  this  squadron  fur  its  protection  tras  a  most 
prepoEtterous  anjl  idle  one. 

In  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
he  would  disclaim  any  desire  of  catting  do'wn  or 
destroying  the  Navy;  on  the  contrary,  he  waa 
most  friendly  to  it;  and  he  therefore  wished  to 
reform  its  abuses.  Sir,  (said  he,)  the  Navy  haa 
been  the  pet  child  of  the  nation;  and,  like  all  other 
pet  children,  has  rtm  away  with  the  whole  patri- 
monial estate.  The  expenditures  of  this  Depart- 
ment were  annually  inereaeing  in  geometrical 
progression;  and  to  meet  them,  the  country  ia 
called  upon  to  borrow  money.  This  w«m  aays- 
tem  of  policy  that  met  his  decided  disapprobation. 
It  was  a  disnonest  policy;  and  the  House  would 
be  branded  with  hypocrisy  if  it  attempted  to  pur-' 
sue  it.  Here  they  were  going  on  to  tax  the  peo- 
ple to  the  utmost  point  of  human  eiKlurance,  in- 
stead of  inquiring  where  the  expenditures  of  the 
Government  can  be  reduced.  They  were  taxinj; 
a  hard-working  people,  the  average  of  whose  daily 
compensation  did  not  amount  to  one  dollar  a  day, 
while  waste  and  extravagance  existed  in  every 
department  of  the  Government. 

What  benefit,  what  advantage,  had  the  peopla 
derived  from  this  lavish  expenditure  .>  Were  the 
cons^tuency  of  this  House  pennsded  of  the  pro- 
priety and  the  justice  of  taxing  everything  wnicli 
they  have  occasion  tt>  use^  while,  at  tiM  mtme 
time,  this  Government  was  squandering  large 
sums  uselessly  ?  There  was  a  large  party  in  that 
House  who  were  calling  fbr  a  reduction  of  the 
.larilT;  there  was  a  large  party  in  filvor  of  giving 
away  the  public  lands;  while,  at  the  same  time, 
they  were  increasing  the  expenses  of  theOovem- 
ment  at  the  rate  of  fifty  per  cent,  per  anntim. 
How  could  stich  a  course  be  justified  by  that 
House  to  the  eoantry?  If  it  vrere  found  that  the 
best  interest  of  the  country  required  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  home  squadron,  then  he  would  go 
for  it;  bat,  if  it  were  found  to  be  utteiiy  iiselees, 
as  he  believed,  then  he  waa  decidedly  against  it. 
But  he  would  give  this  farther  notice,  tlrat  be  iit 
not  mean  to  stop  here;  that,  when  the  appnnni- 
ation  bill  came  up,  he  intended  to  limit  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy  in  appropriations  for  the  squad- 
ron in  the  Mediterranean,  and  so  with  the  Pacific 
and  Brazil  squadrons.  It  waa  entirely  nselesa  for 
this  country  to  endeavor  to  contend  with  mon- 
archies in  keeping  up  the  pageantry  of  a  naval 
establishment. 

He  desired  to  correct  an  error  which  be  had 
made  yesterday,  in  the  statement  of  the  expense 
of  the  naval  establishment  of  Great  Britain.  Ha 
spoke  from  recollection  merely,  when  he  aaid  that 
it  amounted  to  eighty  or  one  hundred  mHlioa  dol- 
lars annually.  That  waa,  in  fact,  their  expeadi- 
tura  daring  the  years  1813-14;  nay,  they  even 
exceeded  that  sum.  Since  that  time,  the  expend- 
itare  for  the  naval  esti^lishment  of  Great  Britain 
had  been  gradually  reduced,  and  now  did  not 
exceed  thirty  or  forty  miUion. 

But  unless  the  Representatives  of  the  people  in 
that  House  wet«  willing  to  see  the  people  of  this 
country  taxed  and  ground  to  death,  as  the  people 
of  Great  Britain  are;  unless  they  were  wiUing  to 
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■ee  nine  tenth*  of  the.  w>g«s  of  their  indaitry 
drained  firom  them  to  rapport  a  pampered  aris- 
tocraey;  anless  they  were  willing  to  lee  this, 
they  maat  give  up  contending  for  gorgeoua  dis- 
playt.  The  idea  that,  with  our  economical  no- 
tion!, they  were^oing  to  cope  with  Great  Britain, 
and  keep  up  an  idla  diaplay  of  fleets  in  foreign 
■eaa,  waa  toe  moat  preposterous  thing  tliat  was 
erer  proposed.  He  agreed  with  thoae  gentlemen 
who  were  in  (kvor  of  a  redaction  of  th^  tariff — 
with  Uioa*  who  were  in  favor  of  the  aacendency 
of  the  Democratia  prineiple  which  looka  to  the 
(reateat  good  of  the  greatest  nnmber;  and  he 
asked  them  to  consider  whether  the  hand  of  econ- 
omy might  not  be  applied  with  very  great  adTant- 
■ge  to  the  aubject  to  which  ha  hao  directed  their 
attention. 

It  waa  with  no  feeling  of  hostility  to  the  Navy 
that  he  made  this  propoaition.  Some  of  his  moat 
valued  frienda  held  commissions  in  the  Navy; 
but  belieTine  it  to  be  the  duty  of  that  House  to 
restrain  all  lavish  expenditures,  he  had  called 
their  attention  to  this  point,  and  be  did  not  mean 
to  be  diverted  from  hit  purpose.  He  had  not  in- 
trodnced  the  aubject  for  any  idle  purpose,  nor  for 
the  sake  of  havmg  a  bobby  upon  which  to  ride 
to  popular  favor;  but  he  haa  done  ao  from  a  sense 
of  the  obligations  which  rested  upon  him  as  one 
of  the  Representatives'of  the  people  upoU  the 
floor  of  that  House. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLI.  next  addressed  the 
House.  He  had  no  fault  to  find  with  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire,  as 
every  inquiry  of  this  kind  contributed  to  the  in- 
formation of  members,  and  of  the  country  at  large. 
But  if  the  resoluyon  were  intended  aa  a  prelim- 
inary step  to  cutting  down,  reducing,  or  dimin- 
ishine  the  necessary  expenditures  of  the  naval 
establishment  of  this  country,  he,  for  one,  not- 
withstanding the  ruthleaa  rage  which  had  mani- 
fested itaetf  among  all  partiea  of  late  in  favor  of 
retrenchment,  would  stand  up  against  it.  He  was 
opposed  to  that  sort  of  retrenchment  which  strikes 
at  the  existence  of  so  important  a  branch  of  the 
national  aervice.  The  country  required  a  navy, 
and  it  must  have  one.  In  relation  to  ths  home 
aquadron,  the  inquiry  made  by  the  gentleman  waa 
unobjectionable  in  itself.  In  fact,  it  was  highly 
necessary,  in  the  way  of  information.  The  gen- 
tleman had,  however,  misconstrued  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy;  which  report,  he  must 
be  permitted  to  say,  had  been  drawn  up  with 
^reat  ability  and  candor.  It  was  nowhere  stated 
in  that  report  that  the  use  of  the  home  squadron 
was  confined  to  the.  defense  of  the  coasting  trade 
of  the  country.  On  the  contrary,  it  waa  designed, 
when  occasion  required,  to^ourse  over  the  world 
of  waters — to  pssa  beyond  the  Pillars  of  Hercules, 
which  bounded  the  view  of  the  ancient  mariner, 
and  to  carry  the  protection  of  our  fleets  to  the  most 
distant  quarters  of  the  globe.  IM  operationa  begin 
at  the  banks  of  Newfoundland,  extending  thence' 
to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  sweeping  the  coast  of  that 
immense  inland  sea,  proceeding  onwards  to  the 
Carribean  ocean,  and  protecting  our  commerce 
throughout  the  Weat  Indies.  It  was  not  confined 
to  the  home  trade. 

When  bis  honorable  friend  from  Massachuaetta 
[Mr.  Adami]  raised  his  voice  against  an  object 
npon  which  he,  as  a  citizen — and  ne  might  say  as 
•  patriot — felt  a  peculiar  intertat,  he  confessed  his 
heart  sunk  within  him;  for  be  dreaded  th«  influ- 
ence which  the  ^ntleman  had  it  in  his  power  to 
exercise,  from  his  justappreciation  of  every  sub- 
ject, from  his  experience  and  his  judgment.  He 
remembered  well  when,  during  the  last  Congress, 
the  subject  of  retrenchment  in  the  Army  and  Navy 
waa  brought  forward,  and  which  aucceeded  but 
too  well;  when  there  seemed  to  be  doubts  hover- 
ing over  the  minds  of  gentlemen  on  that  floor, 
and  when  that  gentleman  rose  and  expressed  his 
aentiments,  with  a  weight  and  a  force  of  manner 
and  language  which  be  knew  (he  had  almost  said 
better  than  anybody  else)  how  to  exercise,  he  car- 
ried everybody  with  him.  He,  however,  had  then 
restated, and  it  would  yet  be  demonatrated  that  he 
was  right. 

What  waa  it  that  could  induce  the  House  to 
endeavor  to  carry  out  this  course  of  retrenchment 
in  regard  to  that  branch  of  the  public  service 
which  had  tended  so  greatly  to  build  up  and  to 
increase  the  prosperity  of  this  cAintry?  In  1816, 
a  law  ^as  passed  to  mcrease  the  Navy;  and  in 
1833,  another  law  was  passed,  by  which  half  a 


million  waa  appropriated  annually,  for  six  years, 
for  the  increase  of  the  Navy.  Why  did  they 
increase  the  Navy )  Waa  it  that  they  might  agyn 
cut  it  down  ? 

The  prosperity  of  the  country,  at  this  moment, 
was  mainly  owing  to  the  instrumentality  of  the 
Navy;  and  uoleaa  that  Navy  was  kept  in  a  proper 
condition;  unless,  the  seamen  were  properly  en- 
coursged,  and  the  ofiicera  properly  qualifiea  for 
the  diacharge  of  their  duties,  which  could  only 
be  done  by  a  liberal  expenditure,  this  Govern- 
ment would  not  be  doing  justice  to  itself.  In  fact, 
they  would  soon  be  in  a  state  of  retrogression. 
He  aaked  the  gentleman,  the  mover  of  the  reso- 
lution, to  point  out  what  there  was  in  the  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  which  waa  liable  to 
objection,  or  which  could  be  made  the  aubject  of 
complaint.  What  waa  it?  Was  it  that  part  which 
recommended  for  th«  oflicera  of  the  Navy  a  course 
of  honorable  and  useful  employment?  Was  it 
that  part  whidi  recontmended  encouragementa  to 
be  extended  to  seamen?  Do  we  owe  nothing  to 
our  Navy  ?  He  did  not  stand  there  to  pronounce 
a  eulogy  upon  it;  but  he  would  aak,  ought  they 
not  to  cherish  that  Navy  which  had  rendered  the 
country  auch  signal  service  during  the  last  war; 
that  Navy  which  equaled,  nay,  aurpassed,  be 
might  say,  the  achievements  of  the  middle  area  ? 
Time  could  never  cancel  the  obligations  which 
they  owed  to  their  Navy.  The  sentiments  and 
opiniona  of  the  people  were  decidedly  in  favor  of 
it;  and  (to  adopt  the  language  of  one  who  waa 
well  akilled  in  human  nature)  in  their  opinions 
the  people  are  aeldom  wrong;  in  their  sentiments 
they  are  never  mialaken. 

The  position  that  a  Navy  is  indispensable  could 
not  be  controverted.  God  forbid  that  a  country 
with  seventeen  million  people  should  not  have  an 
extensive  Navy  for  its  protection  I  Let  the  af- 
fairs of  the  Navy  be  looked  into, and  when  abuses 
exist,  let  them  be  remedied;  but  let  not  that  which 
contribatea  ao  materially  to  the  prosperity  of  the 
country  be  destroyed  orabtuidoned.  He  trusted 
that,  though  the  resolution  might beadopted, the 
House  would  take  no  premature  or  unnecessary 
action  upon  it.  If  e&onomy  be  the  order  of  the 
day,  let  that  economy  be  directed  by  discretion, 
without  arresting  the  onward  course  of  yiis  coun- 
try to  prosperity. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  of  Pennsylvania,  said  he  had 
the  honor  of  representing  a  district  which  had  an 
immediate  interest  in  the  Navy,  and  a  district 
which  had  contributed  to  the  Navy  such  charac- 
ters as  a  Bhinbridge,  a  Decatur,  and  others  who 
were  identified  with  American  naval  glory.  He 
knew  very  welt,  when  the  cry  of  "economy" 
and  of  *'  retrenchment"  waa  raised,  that  it  waa 
very  difficult  to  atand  up  against  it;  it  waa  very 
difficult  to  resist  that  which  boreon  its  face  prao 
tical  reform;  but  he  asked  gentlemen  to  look  at 
the  Navy  at  the  present  time,  and  what  was  it  ? 
•Was  it  too  large  ?  Waa  our  commerce  reduced , 
that  our  Navy  should  fall  back?-  Had  the  ex- 
pense of  maintaining  the  Navy  become  so  great 
that  immediate  retrenchment  waa  necessary.  No. 
Of  the  sixty-eight  vessels  which  constitute  the 
American  Navy — a  number  that  was  made  up  of 
brigs,  schooners,  ships,  and  steamers — there  were 
but  fifty -three  that  were  lit  for  actual  service,  and 
but  thirty-nine  that  were  fit  for  aervice  aaacoast- 
ing  squadron.  We  have  squadrons  in  the  Med- 
iterranean, on  the  coast  of  Brazil,  on  the  coast  of 
Africa,  in  the  Pacific,  and  elsewhere— in  all  some- 
thing like  six  sqoadrona  floating  on  the  different 
seas  of  the  globe;  and  the  veasels  available  for 
that  service  would  not  allow  six  vessels  for  each 
squadron.  It  was  also  well  known  that  these 
vessels  were  dispersed;  and  while  one  waa  in  the 
port  of  Mahon,  another  was  at  Gibraltar,  a  third 
near  the  domiiiions  of  the  Pacha  of  Egypt,  an- 
other on  the  Dardanelles;  and  yet  gentlemen  rose 
here  in  their  places  and  contended  that  it  was 
necessary  to  reduce  the  expenditures  for  that 
branch  of  the  public  service.  The  tonnage  of 
this  country,  he  believed,  waa  about  one  million 
tons,  or  about  one  third  as  much  aa  that  of  Great 
Britain.  Undoubtedly  Great  Britain  required  a 
great  navy,  with  her  colonies  scattered  in  all  the 
seas  of  the  world;  but  that  navy  was  built  up, 
not  to  guard  herforeign  possessions — not  to  guard 
her  colonies;  it  was  built  up  as  the  American 
Navy  waa  built  up,  to  guard  her  coast — to  guard 
the  rivera  and  harbors  of  England.  And  the 
American  Navy  was  built  up  in  the  same  way; 


and  during  the  last  war  tite  victories  of  our  Navy 
were  the  theme  of  universal  gratulation. 

He  repeated,  that  we  had  a  million  of  tonoaga 
of  commercial  marine;  and  what  was  the  charac- 
ter of  the  A  merican  commerce  ?  Waa  it  confined 
to  our  own  coast?  Waa  it  simply  a  coasting 
trade,  confined  to  our  own  harbors  and  rivers? 
No.  Our  commercial  'Uid  grading  ships  were 
found  in  the  Indian  ocean,  and  in  the  China  seas, 
OS  well  as  in  the  other  quartera  of  the  globe.  Such 
waa  the  character  of  the  American  trade.  The 
Nantucket  whalemen,  too,  were  found  in  the 
most  distant  seas;  and  our  hardy  mariners  were 
met  with  everywhere.  If,  then,  we  have  suck  a 
mercantile  marine,  and  if  it  has  so  grown  up,  it 
must  be  sustained..  He  had  no  doubt  there  had 
been  great  abnaea  in  the  management  of  the  Navy; 
he  had  no  doubt  there  had  been  great  abuses  in 
the  disbursement  of  the  appropriations  made  for 
the  Navy  by  the  Legislature;  and  it  was  to  be 
hoped  that  those  who  had  charge  of  theae  branches 
of  the  public  service  would  observe  greater  ceea- 
omy  than  heretofore.  But  he  had  butjust  returned 
from  the  cily  of  Philadelphia,  and  he  had  found 
there  a  portion  of  hia  constituents,  while  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  Hampshire  waa  urging  that  the 
Department  paid  too  lioerally,  complaining  that 
they  were  forced  to  work  for  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  at  such  prices  as  would  acaeely 
supply  .their  families  with  daily  bread,  for  their 
wages  had  been  reduced  by  the  present  Secretary 
full  twenty-five  per  cent.;  and  men  who  had  en- 
tered that  navy-yard  under  a  tacit  pledge  that  they 
should  have  support  by  liberal  wages,  were  now 
striving  with  the  Government  for  an  existence. 

He  bad,  however,  proceeded  further  than  he 
intended  when  he  roae;  he  merely  rose  to  make 
a  few  remarks  in  reply  to  tbs  gentleman  from  New 
Hampshire;  and  therefore  he  would  not  detain 
the  House  any  longer  than  to  say  that,  if  gentle- 
men were  determined  on  reducing  the  Navy,  he 
would  call  upon  them  first  to  look  whether  it  was 
adequate,  even  now,  to  the  purposes  of  a  Navy 
of  a  country  like  this.  While,  however,  he  eon- 
tended  that  our  Navy  did  not  admit  of  reduction, 
he  did  admit  that  there  might  be  a  more  econom- 
ical expenditure  of  the  money  appropriated  for 
that  Department  than  heretofore. 

Mr.  Gl  DDINGS  regretted  that  a  discussion  on 
a  subject  of  so  much  interest  t«  the  country  should 
be  brought  up  for  discussion  in  this  irregular  man- 
ner. 

Mr.  BARNARD  inquired  if  the  ^ntleman  from 
Ohio  rose  to  continue  the  discussion. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  said  that  he  did. 

Mr.  BARNARD  then  raised  a  point  of  order. 
He  said  the  morning  hour  had  expired,  and  then- 
fore  this  subject  could  not  be  continued  but  in 
violation  of  the  rules;  and,  as  there  wera  no  or- 
ders of  the  day ,  he  moved  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  taking  up  the  undisposed  of  resolution 
for  the  reference  of  the  President's  message  to  the 
several  appropriate  committees.  The  message 
was  not  in  the  hands  of  the  committees,  and  its 
consideration  was  in  consequence  delayed. 

A  gentleman  on  the  right  of  the  Speaker  called 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  to  order. 

Air.  McCONNELL.  I  have  never  seen  him 
in  order  yet,  and  I  have  been  here  three  weeks. 
[Laugh  ter.1 

Mr.  JAMESON  (who  occupied  the  chair  pr» 
tempore)  thought  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  was  in 
order. 

Mr.  BARNARD  dissented;  and  said  the  more 
regular  motion  would  be  that  the  House  proceed 
to  the  business  on  the  Speaker's  table,  and4othe 
ordera  of  the  day. 

Mr,  C.  JOHNSON  suggested  that  it  would  b* 
better  for  the  House  to  ifispoae  of  the  resolution 
under  debate  this  day. 

Mr.  BARNARD  aaid  he  saw  not  the  alightest 
prospect  of  disposing  of  it  to-day. 

Mr.  BELSER  moved  that  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  have  leave  to  proceed. 

The  SPEAKER  pre  tempore  then  put  the  ques- 
tion on  the  first  question,  "  Will  the  House  pro- 
ceed to  the  orders  of  the  day?"  The  noes  ap- 
peared to  be  in  the  majority. 

Mr.  BARNARD  calfeMbr  tellers;  and  they 
were  ordered. 

Messrs.  Tromassov  and  Bdsei  were  sppoint^ 
ed  to  take-  the  vote;  and  they  reported  59  in  the 
afiirroative,  and  60  in  the  negative. 
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So  the  HouM  refused  to  proceed  to  the  ordera 
or  the  day. 

Mr.  OlDDINGS  then  rose  to  continue  his  re- 
marks. 

Mr.  BARNARD  said  the  House  had  a  posi- 
tite'rule  forbidding  its  proceeding  with  morn- 
ing  business  after  the  expiration  of  the  allotted 
hour,  unless  by  the  express  leave  of  the  House; 
•ad  benea  he  should  object  to  the  continuance  of 
tbia  business,  unless  with  the  special  lease  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  TIBBATTS  moved  that  the  House  grant 
•neb  permission. 

The  SPEAKER  fro  Itmpon  decided  that  it  was 
not  Beeessarj  to  obtain  such  teatre. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  then  proceeded  to  say  that 
the  resolution  before  the  House  called  for  such 
information  as  would  enable  the  House  to  act  un- 
deratandingljr;  but  it  was  thrust  upon  them  before 
they  were  prepared  to  enter  upon  it,  and  they  had 
been  precipitated  into  this  discussion.  He  had 
thus  far  abstained  from  participating  in  the  debate 
— though  he  represented  one  of  the  most  com- 
mereial  interests  of  the  West — because  he  con- 
sidered it  irregular  and  untimely,  and  not  a  very 
profitable  discussion  at  this  time.  As,  however, 
they  were  precipitated  into  this  debate  on  this 
resolution,  it  became  him  to  express  the  views 
which  he  entertained  upon  it.  And  here  he  la- 
bored under  much  embarrassment;  for  he  found 
gentlemen  belonging  to  the  party  to  which  he  had 
been  attached,  and  with  which  he  was  proud  to 
act,  taking  a  course  which  was  entirely  opposed 
to  the  sentiments  which  he  entertained;  ana  gen- 
tlemen of  the  opposite  party  taking  a  course  in 
which  he  was  bound  to  say  that  he  would  go 
with  them  to  any  extent  to  which  they  might 
proceed.  He  cared  not  to  what  party  the  gentle- 
muM  ttom  New  Hampshire  belonged;  but  he  had 
expressed  seotimenu  which  met  his  hearty  con- 
carrence. 

If  they  confined  themselves  to  the  resolution 
before  the  House,  their  course  was  simple.  The 
rcaolotion  called  upon  the  Department  to  inform 
this  House  at  what  time  the  home  squadron  had 
it*  commencement,  or  at  what  time  the  law  con- 
stituting the  home  squadron  was  passed;  and  on 
that  point  it  was  not  his  purpose  to  make  any 
coniaent.  The  second  inquiry  was,  what  was 
the  annual  expenditure  used  in  the  support  of  the 
home  squadron  ?  and  he  could  not  conceive  that 
there  was  a  single  man  on  that  floor  that  would 
record  bis  name  in  favor  of  a  refusal  to  answer 
that  question,  and  the  withholding  from  the 
House  and  the  nation  that  information.  But  in 
eooneetion  with  this  subject,  he  desired  to  call 
the  atleotioo  of  the  House  to  the  Cict  that  since 
1837,  during  a  period  of  five  years,  the  Navy  of 
the  United  States  had  cost  the  people  of  the 
United  States  more  than  430,000,000,  of  which 
the  proportion  of  the  people  of  Ohio  was  nearly 
13,000,000. 

This,  he  repeated,  was  during  the  last  five 
years;  in  which  time  their  mariners  on  the  west- 
em  waters  had  suffered  and  died,  and  the  shores 
of  the  western  lakes  had  been  strewn  with  wrecks 
and  the  lifeless  bodies  of  their  seamen,  for  whose 
protection  not  one  dollar  had  been  appropriated . 
It  was  vain,  then ,  to  talk  of  the  admiration  of  the 
^w  Zealand  savages  for  our  stsrs  and  stripes  to 
oar  mariners  who  were  taxed  for  their  support, 
while  on  those  westeni  waters  they  were  left  to 
perish,  with  no  effort  to  save  and  protect  them. 
If  gentlemen  supposed  that  he  was  influenced 
by  peculiar  local  pmndicea,  be  begged  to  disa- 
buse theis  minds.  He  went  for  the  whole  coun- 
try, and  for  everr  part  of  it;  and  notwithstand- 
ing what  he  had  seen  there. sines  the  session 
b<^an,  he  protested  that  be  woukl  stand  by  the 
legitimate  constitutional  interests  of  the  South 
as  long'aa  any  southern  man  on  that  floor.  He 
cared  not  what  portion  of  the  Union  was  in  dan- 
cer, hs  would  stand  by  and  support  it;  but  never, 
from  this  day  forward,  would  he  enter  into  the 
support  of  the  Navy  by  voting  for  an  appropria- 
Iioaaft9,000,000  annually,  until  the  gentlemen 
of  the  Atlantic  coast  would  come  forward  to  do 
•omething  to  protect  the  lives  of  their  mariners 
and  sailors  on  the  western  lakes.  And  while 
aaying  this,  he  begged  again  to  disclaim  all  local 
feelings;  and  Jie  would  here  confess  that  he  wcs 
not  satisfied  with  the  remarks  made  some  days 
ago  bv  a  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Ebn- 
MEOT,]  who  undertook,  as  he  thought,  to  be  a 


little  too  local  in  his  feelings  and  views.  He  con- 
fessed thst  they  of  the  West  had  now  the  power 
to  maintain  their  rights  which  had  been,  so  long 
trampled  upon;  for,  as  he  had  remarked,  they 
had  not  had  a  dollar  of  appropriation  since  1837 
for  the  protection  of  their  lake  commerce;  but,  hav- 
ing the  power,  he  desired  that  they  should  use  it 
with  circumspection  and  care — asking  for  nothing 
but  that  which  was  right,  and  submitting  to  noth- 
ing that  was  wrong.  We  go  for  the  protection 
of  the  commerce  on  the  Atlantic — for  the  protec- 
tion of  southern  and  southwestern  commerce,  as 
well  as  for  the  eastern  rivers,  which  he  was  sorry 
to  find  were  attacked  the  other  day.  The  people 
of  the  West  looked  upon  the  interests  of  all  thie 
other  parts  of  the  Union  as  they  did  upon  their 
own;  and  while  they  claimed  justice  for  them- 
selves, they  were  willing  to  grant  it  to  others. 

There  was  another  branch  of  the  inquiry  pro- 
posed in  the  resolution  which  he  wished  to  see 
answered;  and  that  was,  for  what  purpose  was 
this  home  squadron  established  ?  He  had  never 
been  able  to  answer  that  inquiry  satisfactorily  to 
his  constituents;  and  when  he  told  them  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  said  it  was  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  coasting  trade,  they  again  asked  where 
were  the  enemies  that  menaced  it.  On  this  branch 
of  the  subject,  the  answer  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  Hampshire  was  all  important.  That  gen- 
tleman lold  them  that  his  constituents  were  deeply 
interested  in  the  coasting  trade,  and  that  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  his  property  weus  embarked 
in  it;  but  that  neither  he  nor  they  wanted  this 
squadron  to  protect  it.  He  thanked  the  gentleman 
for  that  answer;  it  would  go  to  the  people  of  the 
West,  snd  they  would  then  be  better  able  to  un- 
derstand the  purposes  for  which  their  money  was 
thus  expended.  In  regard  to  the  Navy,  Mr.  G. 
avowed  the  intention  to  go  with  any  gentlemen, 
no  matter  what  party  they  belonged  to,  in  reduc- 
ing ite  expenditures  within  a  reasonable  compass. 
He  believed  the  commerce  oCthe  country  did  not 
require  so  large  a  naval  force  as  was  kept  up  at 
so  enormous  an  expense,  and  he  would  go  for  re- 
ducing it.  A  gentlemen  from  Alabama  [Mr.  Bel- 
sbb}  inquired  the  other  daywliere  the  money  was 
to  come  from  that  was  required  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  western  waters.  He  would  take  this 
occasion  to  answer  the  gentleman,  and  tell  him 
that  he  would  get  the  money  by  taking  it  from  the 
extravagances  of  the  Army  and  Navy — by  taking 
the  money  which  was  wasted  on  fortifications, 
which,  in  future  tilhes,  would  be  considered  as 
useless  as  the  baronial  castles  of  Europe.  They 
had  estimates  before  them  now,  proposing  an  ex- 
penditure of  )I,4O0,U00  for  fortifications,  which, 
if  applied  to  that  object,  would  be  money  thrown 
away.  He  would  save  the  money  necessary  fur 
the  western  waters  by  pruning  down  and  cutting 
off  useless  expenditures;  and  he  said  to  gentle- 
men who  were  in  favor  of  such  a  policy,  that  he 
would  go  with  them,  no  matter  to  what  party  they 
belonged.  He  cared  not  for  (Htrty  when  he  had 
such  objectsin  view,  and  would  not  be  driven  from 
his  purpose  by  the  argument  that  the  abuses 
of  this  House  required  correction.  He  had  some 
experience  on  this  subject;  and  he  would  inform 
the  new  members  that  any  mi-asure  ofreform  that 
they  mightseek  to  introduce  would  always  be  met 
in  the  same  way.  Let  them  attempt  to  reform 
any , department  of  the  Government,  no  matter 
what,  and  some  gentleman  would  always  rise  and 
tell  them  that  that  was  not  the  place  to  begin  at; 
that  there  were  other  and  more  crying  abuses  that 
required  correction  first.  Let  them  not  listen  to 
such  arguments;  let  (hem  apply  the  reform  to  the 
particular  department  they  have  in  hand,  and  in 
that  way,  and  that  way  only,  they  may  do  good. 

But  to  return  to  the  home  squadron.  It  had 
been  intimated  by  the  venerable  gentleman  from 
Si^assachusetts  [Mr.  AoAMa]  that  this  squadron 
was  established  for  the  protection  of  the  slave  in- 
terests of  the  South.  They  bad  seen,  in  some  of 
tlie  southern  papers,  the  aid  of. the  Executive 
invoked  to  do  something  to  stop  the  absconding 
of  slaves  from  the  southern  Stetes,  and  this  had 
roused  up  the  suspicions  of  the  western  people, 
and  they  were  anxious  to  know  the  facte  of  the 
case;  and  when  they  knew  that  this  squadron  was 
not  wanted  for  the  protection  of  tbe  coasting 
trade,  as  declared  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
Hampshire,  [Mr.  Hale,]  their  suspicions  would 
be  roused  to  a  higher  pitch.  Why,  it  was  steted 
in  the  southern  papers,  tbe  other  day,  that  a  lieu- 


tenant in  command  of  one  of  our  national  vessels 
went  on  to  the  const  of  F'inrida  in  search  of  fugi- 
tive slaves.  An  officer  of  the  United  Slates  aban- 
doned ihe  commerce  he  was  to  protect,  and  pros- 
tituted his  flag  for  the  base  purpose  of  catching 
fugitive  slaves. 

Mr.  LEVY  begged  leave  to  inform  the  gentle- 
man that  it  Was  not  only  fugitive  slaves  the  ofiiccr 
went  in  search  of,  bul/ugUinc  murdcrcn. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  disclaimed  any  sectinnsl  feel- 
ings in  the  remarks  it  was  his  painful  duty  to 
make;  but  he  must  speak  on  this  subject  ss  it  de- 
served; and,  in  doing  so,  would  treat  southern 
gentlemen  with  all  kindness.  He  would  tell  them, 
then,  that  the  people  of  Ohio  would  never  consent 
to  have  their  money  expended  to  protect  the  slave 
trade,  while  their  vessels  were  submerged  in  the 
storm  for  want  of  harbors.  They  would  not  con- 
sent, while  necessary  appropriations  were  denied 
them,  that  their  money  should  be  poured  Into  the 
Atlantic  States  to  protect  the  Atlantic  slave  trade. 
He  did  not  mean  to  say  that  this  was  the  true  ob- 
ject of  the  home  squadron.  He  trusted  that  such 
a  degradation  would  not'be  put  upon  our  flag,  and 
that  it  would  not  be  prosuiutetl  for  such  a  vile 
purpose;  but  he  insisted  that  the  inquiries  in  the 
resolution  ought  to  be  answered.  Let  the  people 
of  the  West  know  the  facts.  Do  not  keep  them 
in  the  dark.  If  this  squadron  is  kept  up  foraoeh 
a  purpose,  let  them  know  it;  and  they  will  say 
that  it  is  done  in  violation  of  their  most  sacred 
righte;  for  they  denied  the  power  of  this  Govern- 
ment to  tax  them  to  protect  this  trade  oir  our 
coaste,  and  put  it  down  in  Africa.  He  protested 
that  he  was  not  sectional  in  his  views.  He  would 
say  to  the  South  that  ho  would  protect  their  com- 
merce; but,  in  doing  so,  he  denied  that  this  do- 
mestic slave  trade  was  cogimerce.  The  Supreme 
Court  had  decided  that  it  was  not;  and  he  would 
say  that  every  attempt  to  involve  the  people  of 
the  free  Stetes  in  it,  was  an  act  of  moral  turpi- 
tude, and  an  encroachment  on  their  constitutional 
righte. 

Mr.  WELLER  observed,  that  as  the  discus- 
sion promised  to  be  a  protracted  que,  he  would 
move  an  adjournment;  but  if  he  was  misiaken, 
and  no'other  gentleman  wished  to  address  the 
House  on  the  question,  he  would  move  the  pre- 
vious question. 

Objections  to  an  adjournment  being  made  by 
several, 

Mr.  WELLER  moved  the  previous  question. 

Upon  this  motion  tellers  were  called  for,  and 
ordered . 

Mr.  CARROLL  moved  that  the  House  ad- 
journ. 

The  motion  was  rejected — ayes  53,  noes  67. 

The  question  being  put  on  seconding  the  call 
for  the  previous  question,  the  vote  was — ayes  67, 
noes  42. 

There  being  no  quorum, 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  New  York,  moved  an  adjourn- 
ment; but  withdrew  tbe  motion  at  the  suggestion 
of  the  Speaker  to  allow  the  presentation  of  sev- 
eral documents. 

MASSJiCHDSETTS  RG80I.UTION8. 

The  SPEAKER  then  laid  before  the  House 
the  following  letter;  which  was  read: 

DtctmUr  37, 1843. 

Sia :  I  tWK  leave  to  decline  aetlbg  on  the  special  com- 
mittee appointed  bjr  ttie  Rooi*e  to  take  into  considerstinn 
censin  retoluiioiiH  of  cite  Btate  or  Mnstseliwens,  propns- 
ing  to  t^ongceM  to  to  alter  the  Coiutitutioo  as  to  altoliib  tba 
repremntatioii  of  the  KouihiTn  Stales  for  their  slave«.  Tlii* 
wnn  one  or  Uie  coiuproaiiKes  nf  the  Confltitntion,  withuut 
which  it  would  never  hnve  existed  ;  and  withonl  which  it 
oannot  now  exist.  M.v  constituents,  I  am  iu«ured,  will 
agree  with  me,  that  neither  in  a  c<iminiitee  nor  anywhere 
else,  should  1  take  lliis  subject  voluntarily  into  con«idfira. 
tion,  or  asuist  in  consultations  upon  it.  They  will  be  saiJs- 
fled  that  otben  ahall  consider  It,  and  tbey  should  only  set. 
I  ssk  to  be  escased  from  serving  on  lbs  oomiuluar,  sad 
•ubscrib*  myaeir,  your  obedient  servsnt, 

^      B.  BARNWELL  EHETT. 
7b  the  Sptaktr  •/  U<  Homt «/  ite^reimtadcn. 

The  question  being  put  on  excusing  Mr.  Rhett, 
it  was  decided  in  tbe  affirmative. 

Mr.  BARNARD  moved  that  the  House  ad- 
journ. 

Tbe  motion  was  rejected. 

BZKCUTIVB  COMMUNICATIONS. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  com- 
munication from  theTreasury  Deparlmeijt, trans- 
mitting the  annual  report  of  the  Commissioner  of 
the  General  Land  Office. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


84 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


December  29, 


Mr,  McKAY  mored  tluitUi*  document  be  hid 
on  the  table,  and  printed. 

Some  eonveraation  ensaed  in  relation  to  the 
prinlins  of  extra  copiea  of  thia  report,  and  the 
former  practice  of  the  Houae  in  regard  to  the 
Dumber  of  copies  printed,  in  which  Meisra.  Mc- 
KAY, HOPKINS,  THOMPSON,  DAVIS  of 
Indiana,  and  HARDIN  took  part;  when 

Mr.  HARDIN  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to 
print  on  the  table. 

The  motion  waa  carried  without  a  diviaion. 

The  SPEAKERabo  laid  before  the  House  two 
communications  from  the  Treasury  Department 
in  relation  to  a  private  claim. 

KATURALIZATION  LAWS. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  gave  notice  that  he  would,  to- 
morrow, or  some  subsequent  day,  ask  leave  to 
introduce  a  bill  to  amend  the  existing  naturaliza- 
tion laws. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

Tbe'lMlewint  noUeai  ofpetitioiM  prcMnted  to-day  were 
banded  lo  the  reporter!  by  the  roembere  preeenung  thein : 

By  Mr.  B  ABPER:  The  peiiiion  of  J.  H.  Fumpbray  and 
lbny-«ixothen,eiiisenti>rGu«nmyeoaniy,Ohio,nnyinf 
ftor  die  ereeUoB  of  a  kridae  icmm  the  Ohio  rlvtr  at  Wheel- 
ing; which  was  lereireiTlo  the  Comniiilee  on  Boade  and 
Canals. 

By  Mr.  DANA:  The  petillon  of  one  bandrad  inbtbliante 
of  Havana,  ia  the  county  of  Cbenoag,  inUieSuieofNew 
York,  who  are  latereiied  in  the  navigation  of  the  New 
York  eanale,  praying  that  canal  boat*  engaged  ia  tradrng 
with  the  dlio  orNew  York,  Troy,  and  Albany,  be  not  re- 
qalrad  to  take  oat  Heeneen  as  coaeting  reeaeli,  or  lo  eon- 
IfibUls  to  the  boipital  Amd;  which  wai  refuted  to  the 
Cooimittae  on  Commerce. 

By  Mr.  OOOGE*  Two  petitione  ftom  the  InbabitanU  of 
the  eoonty  of  BfUwaokee,  Territory  of  Wiaeoniln,  uking 
the  astabltehoMm  of  a  aiail  roaie  liom  Maqaooigo,  via 
Eagle  Fiaicte,  Wbita  Water,  and  Fon  Atkineon,  lo  Madi- 
aoB,  the  teat  of  goverament  of  •aldTenilory ;  which  wu 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Foel  OIBoa  and  Poat 


By  Mr.  BTEENBOD :  Three  petilioin  fhim  Ohio  eoonty, 
Virginia,  prayiag  for  the  erectioa  of  a  bridge  over  the  ObSo 
river  at  Weeeling. 

By  Mr.  FICKLIN:  The  petition  of  Jicob  Shy,  Ibreom- 
l^enaatioo  In  laad  for  hie  lervicee  ai  a  Kildiei  in  the  late 
war. 

by  Mr.  TIBBATTS :  A  preamble  and  revolntloae  of  the 
Lepeiunre  of  the  State  of  Kentuekv,  relative  to  the  pur- 
chaie  and  manufkctareof  hemp  In  Kentocky  Ibr  *e  nee  of 
the  Navy  of  the  United  Btatea ;  which  waa  reftned  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  A&in,  and  otdered  to  be  printed. 

By  Mr.  COBB  :  Beeolntiont  of  the  Legiilatare  of  the 
State  of  Georgia,  for  a  mall  etage  route  from  RIarkaville, 
Beonia,  lo  Aehville,  North  OaioUna,  by  way  of  Clayton 
and  Pranklia ;  which  was  refemd  to  the  CommKla*  oa 
the  Font  Ofltee  and  Poal  Roads. 

Also,  the  peUUoa  and  papen  ia  the  case  of  James  C. 
Watson's  legal  repieaeotalives ;  wbieb  was  referred  lo  the 
Coauniuee  ofClahas. 


IN  SENATE. 
FusaT,  Dee*mbtr23,  1843. 

Mr.WRIOHT  presented  a  petition  from  James 
Wilson,  the  keeper  of  the  gate  at  the  Capitol, 
(commonly  called  the  posey-watcher,)  aaking 
■neh  an  increase  of  compensation  as  will  place 
him  on  the  footingof  other  deputy  watchmen  em- 
ployed at  the  Capitol;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  EVANS  preaented  a  petition  from  John 
Millikan,  of  Montville,  Maine,  praying  indem- 
nity for  French  ipoliationa  prior  to  1800;  which 
waa  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  preaented  a  preamble  and 
resolutions  adopted  by  the  Legislature  of  Ken- 
tnelcy,  in  relation  to  the  purchase  and  manufac- 
ture of  American  hemp  for  the  use  of  the  Navy 
of  the  United  Sutes;  which  was  ordered  to  be 
printed,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
AAirs. 

Mr.  BENTON  presented  a  memorial  trom  sev- 
enty-aix  steamboat  captains,  navigatora  on  the 
Ohio  river,  praying  the  construction  of  a  canal 
around  the  ralla  on  the  Indiana  side  of  the  Ohio. 
Mr.  B.  remarked  that  these  captaioa  set  forth  in 
the  memorial  their  reasona  in  fovor  of  the  project. 
He  would  therefore  move  that  the  memorial  be 
printed,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals. 

The  reference  was  ordered. 

On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  ALLEN,  the  Senate, 
by  unanimous  consent,  made  the  order  for  the 
printing,  without  a  reference  of  the  motion  to  the 
Committee  on  Printing. 

Mr.  FULTON  preaented  a  petition  trcm  inhab- 
itants of  the  counties  of  Manon,  Fulton,  and  Iz- 
ard, in  the  State  of  Arkansas,  praying  the  estab- 


lishment of  a  mail  route  from  Izard  Court-Houae, 
Arkansas,  to  Springfield,  Missouri;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Poat  Office  and 
Post  Roada. 

Mr.  FULTON  preaented  certificates  in  support 
of  the  application  of  Benjamin  Crawford,  for  in- 
demnity for  losses  sustained  in  consequence  of 
having  hia  trading  eatabliahment  broken  up  by 
an  officer  of  the  Army;  which,  with  the  petition 
and  papera  on  the  files  of  the  Senate  on  the  same 
subject,  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs. 

Mr.  ALLEN  preaented  a  memorial,  addreased 
to  the  two  Houaea  of  Congreas  by  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  Cincinnati,  aettinr 
forth  their  reasona  why  the  rates  of  postage  ahoold 
be  reduced,  and  made  to  conform  to  the  decimal 
parts  of  the  Federal  coin;  which  waa  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Poat  Roada. 

Alao,  a  memorial,  aigned  by  numerous  oitizena 
of  the  county  of  Licking,  Ohio,  stronjgly  urging 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  take  im- 
mediate possession  of  the  Territory  of  Oregon; 
whieb  waa  referred  to  the  aeleet  committee  on  that 
subject. 

Also,  several  memorials  on  the  same  subject 
from  oitizena  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  aome  of  them 
very  numerously  aigned;  one  of  them  by  nearly 
an  entire  brigade  of  Ohio  militia.  The  letter  in- 
eloaing  the  memorial  is  from  the  gentleman  who 
is  the  general  in  command  of  the  brigade,  who 
states  that  the  memorial  waa  read  before  the  re- 
spective regiments  in  the  brigade,  and  approved 
by  the  entire  body  preaent;  which  waa  referred 
to  the  select  committee  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  A.  remarked,  in  reference  to  theae  memo- 
rials on  thia  subject,  that  he  had  aome  means  of 
knowing  the  sentiments  and  feelinga  of  the  people 
of  Ohio  on  the  Oregon  question;  and  there  never 
waa  any  subject  on  which  Ihere  was  more  un- 
broken unanimity  of  sentiment.  He  knew  of  no 
difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  and  ex- 
pedieneyof  taking  posaeasion  of  that  territory. 

Mr.  STURGEON  presented  a  petition  fVom  a 
number  of  eitizena  of  Erie  county ,  Pennay I vania, 
praying  for  an  appropriation  for  continuing  the 
works  in  the  harbor  of  Erie;  which  was  rerarred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

EXECUTITB  COMMUNICATION. 
The  PRESIDENT^o  Umpore  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  communication  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment, covering  a  report,  in  compliance  with  area- 
otution  of  theSenale  of  the  2lBt  instant,  upon  the 
au^eet  of  leaaes  of  the  United  States  lead  mines. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  BREBSE,  it  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

RBPORT  FROM  A  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  FAIRFIELD,  from  the  Committee  on 
Printing,  reported  in  favor  of  priotine  the  annual  j 
report  of  the  Commiaeioner  of  the  GKneral  I.and  i 
Office;  which  was  concurred  in  by  the  Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WOODBR(DGE,  it  was 
ordered  that  one  tbogaand  extra  copies  of  the  ' 
above  report  be  printed — five  hundred  copiea  for  I 
the  use  of  the  Senate,  and  five  hundred  for  the  I 
use  of  the  Department.  | 

SALARY  OF  PENSION  AGENTS.       | 

Mr.  BAOBY  submitted  the  following  resolu- ' 
tion;  which  waa  agreed  to:  I 

lUuttei,  That  the  Comniilee  oa  Pennionibe  inetractad  , 
to  iaqnire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  Ibe  ' 
adequate  cooipensaUon  of  peneioa  ageols. 

NOTICE  OF  A  BILL.  { 

Mr.  ATCHISON  gave  notice  that  he  would, 
on  to-morrow,  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  ex-  , 
tend  the  time  for  taking  up  preiimption  righu 
under  the  laws  of  1836  and  1840. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CLAYTON,  leave  was 
granted  lo  withdraw  from  the  filea  of  the  Senate 
the  petition  and  papers  of  the  heirs  of  Francis 
Calhoun. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WRIGHT,  it  waa  ordered 
that  the  petition  of  Daniel  G.  Skinner,  of  Ala- 
bama, be  taken  from  the  filea  of  the  Senate,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

On  motion  ef  Mr.  MOREHEAD,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims  waa  disehaiged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  petition  of  Elizabeth  Scott; 
and  it  waa  referred  to  ths  Commitles  on  Foreign 
RelatioiM. 


TITLE  TO  OREGON. 

The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Allev  on 
yesterday,  calling  upon  the  Preaident  of  I  he  Uni- 
ted Sutes  for  information  as  to  what  instructions 
have  been  given  to  the  American  Miniaier  at  the 
Court  of  Great  Britain,  on  the  subject  of  the  Ore- 
gon, since  the  treaty  of  Waahington,  came  up 
for  consideration. 

Mr.  ARCHER  asked  the  Senator  from  Ohio 
to  permit  the  resolution  to  lie  on  the  table  for 
another  day.  He  was  not  aware  thai  he  should 
have  any  objection  to  it;  but  it  was  submitted 
yesterday  without  bis  knowledge,  and  he  would 
like  to  examine  it  before  bein^  passed  upon. 

Mr.  ALLEN  had  no  objeciion;  and  the  resohi- 
tion  was  again  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion,  it  waa  agreed  that  when  the  Senate 
adjourns,  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Tuesday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ARCHER,  the  Senate  then 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  executive  busi- 
ness; and,  after  some  time  speiu  therein,  ad- 
journed.      

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
FaiDAT,  Dteemier  29,  1843. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  lllinoia,  gave  police  that  he 
would,  on  to-morrow,  or  some  subsequent  day, 
ask  leave  to  introduce  the  following  bills: 

A  bill  making  further  provision  for  the  payment 
of  horseaand  other  properly  lost  or  destroyed  in 
the  Black  Hawk  war;  and 

A  bill  to  provide  for  the  speedy  completion  of 
the  Cumberland  road  in  theStaiea  of  IHinois,  In- 
disna,  and  Ohio. 

The  SPEAKER  remarked  that  the  firat  busi- 
ness in  order  waa  the  call  on  the  States  for  peti- 
tions. 

PERSONAL  EXPLANATIONS. 

Mr.  BIDLACK  asked  the  indulgence  of  the 
House  while' he  brought  to  iu  notice  a  matter 
aomewhat  personal  to  himself,  and  one  in  which 
he  thought  the  House  waa  equally  interested. 
He  had  jiut  been  referred  to  an  account  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  House,  some  days  since,  in 
the  New  York  Herald,  in  which  he  is  reported  as 
having  presented  a  petition  on  the  subject  of  the 
reduction  of  postage,  and  some  one  else  was  icp- 
resented  aa  having  propoaed  to  throw  it  in  the 
fire.  Aa  attempts  liad  been  made,  in  various 
parta  of  the  country,  to  create  an  excitement  on 
the  subject  of  the  reception  of  petitiona,  and  the 
action  of  the  House  in  regard  to  them;  and  as 
this  matter  might  be  seized  on  by  designing  per- 
sons to  increase  that  excitement — be  deaired  leave 
to  make  an  explanaiion  of  the  facte  of  the  case, 
in  order  to  prevent  the  creation  of  improper  im- 
pressions. The  fact  waa,  he  ofllned  no  petition 
on  the  day  referred  to  for  the  reduction  of  post- 
age; and  neither  he  nor  any  other  member,  be 
ventured  in  aasert,  heard  any  proposition  from 
any  quarter  ta  throw  any  paper  in  the  fire.  He 
did,  11  was  true,  say  that  he  held  in  hia  hand  a 
communication  from  a  postmaster  on  the  subject 
of  the  reduction  of  postage;  but  aa  it  waa  not 
addreaaed  to  the  Houae,  he  did  not  introduce  it. 
Aa  he  did  not  know  how  the  error  occurred,  or 
who  was  the  letter-writer  who  committed  it,  he 
had  no  other  way  of  correcting  any  erroneous 
impreaaions  that  might  have  Men  created  thali 
that  of  making  thia  explanation  in  the  House. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  asked  the  indulgenoe 
of  the  House,  while  he  made  an  explanaiion  ia 
regard  to  the  report  of  yeaterday's  proceedingaof 
the  Houae  in  two  of  the  morning  papera.  In  one 
of  the  papers  (the  Globe)  the  gentleman  from 
New  Hampshire  [Mr.  Hale]  was  represented  as 
having  characterized  what  be  aaid  as  "useless;" 
while  in  the  other  paper  (the  Intelligencer)  the 
gentleman  waa  rcpreacHted  as  characterizfng  what 
he  said  aa  "  aenaeleas. "  Now  he  desired  to  aak 
of  the  gentleman  wbidt  of  the  two  reporte  was 
correct  f 

Mr.  HALE  had  not  the  papers  before  him, 
and  oouM  not  say  whether  either  of  them  had 
reported  him  correctly.  The  substance  of  hia 
remarks  waa  to  thia  elTeet:  he  said  that  after  alt 
the  profeasiona  the  gentleman  had  made  ef  econ- 
omy and  reform,  he  hoped  that  they  were  not  alt 
to  evaporate  in  naeleaa  (or  senseless)  propositions 
for  an  early  adjournment. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL.  Which  word  did  the 
gentleman  nse^"  senseless"  or  "  useless  i" 
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Mr.  HALE  did  not  recollect. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  uid  that  was  all  he 
wanted  u>  aak  of  the  ^nlleman.  He  now  begged 
leare  to  ask  a.  question  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  [Mr.  Giddincs.]  In  one  of  the  papers, 
(the  Intelligencer,)  the  gentfeman  was  repre- 
sented as  saving  that  he  "  coold  not  but  admire 
the  tact  and  oexteritr  of  the  gentleman  from  Phil- 
adelphia, [Mr.  C.  J.  Ikoekioll,]  vesterday,  in 
bis  opposition  to  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  Hampshire,  [Mr.  Hale.]  Did  that 
centieman  assail  the  principles  of  the  resolution  > 
Not  at  All.  AU  he  said  was,  that  there  were  other 
things  which  needed  reform."  Now,  he  wished 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  to  say  whether  that 
report  was  correct. 

Mr.  GIDDiNGSsaid  he  was  not  conscious,  at 
die  time,  of  any  intention  to  assail  the  sincerity 
of  the  gentleman;  and,  as  well  as  he  recollected 
(he  purport  of  his  remarks,  he  could  say  that  it 
certainly  was  not  bis  intention  to  do  so. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  said  he  was  perfectly 
aatisfied  With  the  gentleman 'a  ezplanatlon. 

Mr.  WELLER  asked  leave  to  introduce  a  bill, 
the  title  of  which  was  not  heard. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man waa  out  of  order,  the  first  business  of  the 
House  being  the  call  for  petitions,  and  the  imme- 
diate question  before  the  House  wu  the  motion 
to  lefsr  the  petition  presented  yesterday  by  thp 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Giddinoi.] 

PETITION  OF  A  RUNAWAT  NEGRO. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  motion  to  refer  to  a  select  committee  the 
petition  presented  yesterday  by  Mr.  Giodikgs 
mm  an  individual  confined  in  Washington  jail 
as  a  runaway  slave,  and  who  represents  himself 
•a  a  free  man. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS,  who  was  entitled  to  the 
floor,  observed  that  he  did  not  desire  to  say  any 
thing  on  this  question  that  would  add  to  the  ex- 
citement alreadv  existing.  He  would  now  make 
the  answer  to  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  which  he 
would  have  made  yesterday  had  he  been  permit- 
ted. He  understood  from  the  petition  presented 
by  the  gentleman  tliat  the  petitioner  set  forth  that 
he  was  a  free  man;  that  he  had  been  arrested  in 
this  District  without  being  charged  with  any  crime ; 
that  he  was  advertised  to  be  sold  as  a  stave;  and 
that  he  was  born  free.  He  thought,  at  the  time, 
from  this  statement  of  facts,  that  Congress  was 
not  called  upon  to  legislate  upon  the  subject;  be- 
cause the  individual,  if  free,  as  he  alleeed,  had 
ample  mesna  of  redress  in  his  own  hjnds  under 
the  existing  laws.  Mr.  S.  here  recited  the  acts 
of  Asaembly  of  1719  nnd  1787,  on  the  subject  of 
runaway  slaves,  in  virtue  of  which  he  supposed 
this  person  was  imprisoned.  The  substance  of 
them  being,  that  when  a  negro  is  arrested  on  the 
■uspicion  of  being  a  runaway  slave,  it  shall  be 
tbedutyof  thesherifi*,  as  soon  as  he  is  committed, 
to  inquire  for  his  owner;  and  if  he  lives  in  any 
eountyofthe  State,  he  must  give  him  one  month  s 
notice;  but  if  he  lives  in  a  neighboring  province, 
he  mjist  give  him  two  months'  notice.  If  the 
owner  does  not  then  come  forward  and  prove  his 
property,  the  negro,  if  he  cannot  prove  his  free- 
dom, is  sold  for  nia  jail  fees.  Then  came  the  act 
of  Congress  of  1801,  in  which  it  was  made  the 
duty  of  the  sheriff  to  give  ninety  days'  notice  in 
the  newspapers;  after  which,  if  the  negro  cannot 
prove  his  freedom,  he  is  sold,  &e.  AU  these 
acts  went  on  the  presumption  that  the  negro  is 
a  slave  if  he  cannot  prove  his  freedom.  Judge 
Creoch,  the  presiding  judge  in  this  District,  had 
■o  far  relaxed  the  law  o^  this  subject  as  to  allow, 
M'suficient  proof,  the  affidavit  of  a  white  man 
that  he  has  seen  the  person  go  abroad  as  a  free 
man.  On  the  production  of  this  affidavit,  the  negro 
thus  detained  is  set  at  liberty.  Thus,  any  person 
arreated  as  a  fugitive  slave,  can,  under  the  exist- 
ing laws,  obtain  his  freedom  by  bringing  forward 
tlua  slight  proof  that  he  has  been  Known  by  a 
white  man  to  go  at  large  as  free.  Under  these 
eiicumattuices,  it  occurred  to  him  that  the  exist- 
iog  laws  required  no  relaxation,  and  that  the 
House  ought  not  to  legislate  on  this  subject. 

Be  haa  strong  suspicions,  however,  that  the 
man  waa  a  slave;  and  for  this  reason:  if  the  man 
was  free,  and  waa  bom  in  Vir^nia,  as  he  alleged, 
he  had  nothing  todohptto  ^ve  that  information 
to  hia  counsel,  who  could  easily  obtain  the  proof, 
if  the  bet  alleged  was  true .  Tnen  suppose  a  free 


man  should  be  sold  as  a  slave;  he  could,  even 
after  that,  apply  to  the  judge  for  a  habett  eorptu, 
who  had  never  refused  to  grant  it  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, and  always  allowed  a  reasonable 
time  for  the  collection  of  evidence;  and  upon  the 
production  of  sufficient  proof  that  he  was  a  free 
man,  he  would  be  immediately  discharged.  The 
objection  had  been  ur^ed  that  a  tne  man,  not- 
withstanding his  proving  his  title  to  freedom, 
might  be  held  in  confinement  until  he  paid  the 
cosu.  This  was  one  of  the  hardships  of  the 
common  law,  and  applied  to  whites  as  well  as 
blacks;  for  under  the  common  law,  where  any 
man  is  accusedofacrime,  be  must  pay  the  costs, 
even  though  he  may  he  acquitted.  If  the  gen- 
tleman desired  to  relax  that  part  of  the  law,  he 
had  no  objection  to  it,  and  would  go  with  him 
for  effecting  that  reform. 

The  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
was,  to  refer  this  petition  to  a  select  committee, 
with  the  power  to  aend  for  persons  and  papers. 
For  whkt  purpose  was  it  designed  that  the  com- 
mittee should  have  that  extraordinary  powers 
We  took  it  for  granted  that  the  facts  stated  in 
that  petition  were  true;  so  that,  if  the  petitioner 
was  free,  as  he  alleged,  he  had  nothing  to  do  but 
to  establish  the  fact,  by  the  affidavit  orany  white 
man,  in  order  to  recover  his  liberty.  There  could 
be  no  reason  for  sending  this  petition  to  a  select 
committee,  when  they  were  all  prepared  to  act, 
as  he  was,  on  the  simple  facts  presented.  Why 
send  it  to  a  committee  with  such  extraordinary 
powers,  unless  it  was  to  give  hotoriety  to  the  sub- 
ject, and  get  up  an  excitement.  Another  propo- 
sition was  made  to  send  the  petition  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary;  and  a  third  to  aend  it  to 
the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbis.  This 
last  was  the  proposition  which  he  had  made  him- 
self. 

In  reference  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judicisry, 
he  would  say  that  there  were  only  two  membera 
on  it — himself  and  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
— who  represented  Staleii  in  which  slavery  ex- 
isted. In  conclusion,  he  would  state  one  fact, 
which  he  wished  to  mention  yesterday,  to  show 
conclusively  that,  if  the  man  was  free,  as  he  al- 
leged, he  would  have  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  his 
discharge.  Some  time  ago  a  free  negro— a  native 
of  his  district  in  North  Carolina — was  arrested  in 
this  city,  and  committed  tojail,  as  a  fugitive  slave. 
He  was  advertised  as  such;  and  hia  parents, see- 
ing the  advertisement  in  the  papers,  sent  to  him 
(Mr.  S.)  proof  of  his  freedom.  Upon  receiving 
this  proof,  he  sent  it  to  the  marshal  of  the  Dis- 
trict; and,  upon  his  paying  the  fees — amounting 
to  only  three  or  four  dollars — the  man  was  dis- 
charged. Now,  if  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  in 
his  benevolence,  would  only  imitate  the  example 
he  then  set  him,  this  man,  if  free,  could  be  re- 
leased immediately. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  said  it  made  very  little  differ- 
ence with  him  what  committee  it  was  referred  to. 
In  moving  the  reference  to  a  select  committee,  he 
had  merely  followed  a  precedent  which  had  been 
establiabed  in  this  House.  In  former  years,  when 
there  was  no  excitement  upon  the  subject  of  sla- 
very in  this  House  or  in  this  country,  in  cases 
like  the  present  references  were  made  similar  to 
that  which  he  had  moved.  He  had  the  example 
of  Mr.  Randolph,  whose  authority  upon  all  sub- 
jects he  supposed  the  House  would  consider  a 
food  one;  and  he  had  the  example  of  Mr.  Minor, 
[e  believed  the  precedent  was  a  safe  one;  it  came, 
at  all  events,  from  men  who  were  entitled  to  the 
respect  of  the  House  and  of  the  nation ;  but  if  the 
House  thought  it  better  that  it  should  go  to  one 
of  the  standing  committees,  he  bad  no  objection 
to  auch  reference.  He  had  moved  the  reference  to 
a  sele(!t  committee  with  no  intention  of  taking 
from  the  standing  committees  their  legitimate 
business. 

In  regard  to  the  law^h#  had  but  one  word  t6 
say;  for  he  did  not  mean  to  discuss  the  question. 
He  desired  to  act;  he  desired  to  see  the  House 
take  prompt  action  on  the  subject,  and  dispose  of 
it  without  discussion;  or,  at  least,  without  dis- 
cussion of  an  angry  character,  which  was  but  too 
apt  to  grow  out  of'^subjects  of  this  nature,  where 
slavery  was  concerned. 

And  here  he  would  remark  that  the  law  to 
which  the  gentleman  referred  was  passed  a  hun- 
dred and  thirty  years  ago,  (he  had  almost  said 
in  the  barbarous  ages,)  at  a  time  when  penalties 
imposed  by  law  were  made  payable  in  tobacco  or 


money,  at  the  option  of  the  pei«oiM  adjudged  to 
pay  them.  The  remote  day  at  which  tiM  law 
was  paaaed,  if  there  was  op  other  argument, 
would  be  sufficient  to  satisfy  them  of  its  inappli- 
cability at  the  present  day.  Were  the  people  of 
this  District  to  be  oppressed  and  borne  down  by 
lawa  passed  a- hundred  and  thirty  years  ago? 
The  subject  ought  to  be  looked  into;  it  ought  to 
be  scrutinised  Uoroughly. 

But  there  was  another  proposition  made  by  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  to  which  he 
could  not  assent.  It  was,  that  the  people  of  this 
District  do  not  desire  the  repeal  of  that  law.  He 
believed  that,  if  the  opinions  of  the  peopkk  of  the 
District  of  Columbia  could  be  tsken  to-day,  every 
man,  #oman,  and  child  would  be  found  in  fiivor 
of  its  repeal;  although,  when  a  proposition  was 
made  for  its  repeal  in  that  House  last  year,  the 
slaveholders — and  he  meant  no  disrespect  by  the 
use  of  the  term  slaveholders;  he  had  no  more  in- 
tention to  offend  than  fentlemen  had  who  used 
the  term  abolitionist — the  slaveholders  themselves 
expressed  their  determination  to  repeal  the  law; 
in  fact,  there  was  an  almost  universal  aentimant 
in  favor  of  its  repeal;  and,  if  he  mistook  not  the 
feeling  that  waa  exhibited,  in  the  House  yester- 
day, the  same  sentiment  was  as  prevalent  now  as 
it  was  then. 

In  regard  to  the  law^  as  it  now  exists,  if  he 
understood  the  matter,  it  was  this:  every  person 
of  a  certain  complexion  in  the  District  was  pre- 
sumed by  law  to  DC  a  slave ,  without  any  reference 
to  the  fact  of  bis  having  been  born  free  or  other- 
wise, or  whether  his  ancestors  had  been  free. 
Putting  this  in  connection  with  the  law  to  which 
the  gentleman  bad  referred ,  and  it  would ,  at  once, 
appear  that  every  man  who  comes  into  the  Dis- 
trict, if  his  complexion  happens  to  be  unfortu- 
nately of  a  darker  hue  than  that  of  others,  is  at 
once  liable  to  be  taken  up  and  treated  as  a  slave, 
until  he  shall  prove  himself  to  be  free;  and  that 
may  be  a  very  difficult  matter  in  many  eases. 
Were  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  himself 
arresu^d  to-day  as  a  slave,  he  (Mr.  Q.)  doubted 
the  ability  of  the  gentleman  to  prove  his  freedom 
— to  go  back  ana  prove  that  ne  was  bom  free. 
He  (Mr.  G.)  could  not  himself  do  it.  There  was 
no  man  upon  that  floor  who  would  not  find  it  a 
difficult  matter.    Such  was  the  effect  of  the  law. 

And  here  was  another  point  to  which  he  desired 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  House — that,  after  a 
man  had  proved  hia  freedom,  and  shown  that  he 
was  born  free,  he  must  then  pay  the  costs  of  his 
arrest,  detention,  &c.;  and  if  ne  cannot  pay  them, 
he  is  sold  into  slavery  for  the  amount. 

Mr.SAUNDERS  said  thegenilAnan  was  wrong 
as  to  the  fact  he  had  stated.  The  person  was 
sold  under  the  presumption  that  he  waa  a  slave, 
but  an  opportunity  was  always  afforded  him  to 
prove  that  he  was  a  free  man;  and  if  he  prove 
bis  freedom,  he  waa  not  sold  at  all.  He  was  lia- 
ble to  the  costs,  as  any  man  would  be,  at  common 
law.  Though  the  gentleman  reprobated  so  se- 
verely the  operation  of  this  law  in  reference  to 
persons  of  color,  yet  he  was  informed  that  even 
in  the  State  of  Ohio  they  had  a  law  forbidding 
thoae  very  penons  of  color  from  entering  that 
State. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  said  that  the  gentleman  had 
avoided  the  point  upon  which  he  desired  to  be 
informed;  which  was,  whether,  under  the  opera- 
tion of  this  law,  a  man  was  not  stiU  liable  to  be 
sold  into  slavery  for  the  costs  ? 

Mr.  SAUNDERS.     I  anawer  ne. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  Is  he,  then,  entitled  to  the 
benefit  of  the  insolvent  law  I 

Mr.  SAUNDERS.    Juat  as  a  debtor  would  be. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  said  he  was  glad  to  find  it 
was  so;  but  he  desired  still  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  House  and  the  country  to  the  fact  that 
when  the  person  had  demonstrated  to  a  court  and 
jury  that  he  was  bom  free,  and  had  incurred  ac- 
cumulated costs  in  doing  so,  though  he  prove 
himself  entitled  to  his  freedom,  yet  he  is  liable 
for  pajment  of  thoae  costs.  A  man  charged  with 
the  crime  of  being  bom  with  a  dark  oomplexion, 
having  to  aend,  at  great  expense,  to  a  distant 
State  to  procure  proofa  of  hia  freedom,  was  to  be 
made  to  pay  the  expense  of  procuring  that  teati- 
roony.  He  rejoiced  that  there  was  no  such  prin- 
ciple in  existence  within  the  State  which  he  had 
the  honor  in  part  to  represent.  In  that  State  a 
man  was  not  liable  to  arrest  and  imprisonment 
merely  because  he  bad  a  dark  complexion 
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There  was  another  point  which  he  wished  the 
Honse  to  understand;  it  was  the  enactment  of 
Congress;  it  was  the  work  of  the  House  itself; 
and  the  House  was  therefore  responsible  for  its 
consequences.  The  man  who  would  refuse  to  aid 
in  repealing  the  law  was  himself  a  supporter  of 
the  taw.  He  merely  wished  to  throw  out  this 
suggestion,  that  gentlemen  in  that  House  might 
understand  that  thev  have  uncontrolled  power 
over  this  disgraceful  law — being  a  law  which  had 
come  from  this  House  originally,  and  was  now  to 
be  kept  io  force  by  the  refusal  of  gentlemen  to 
repeal  it.  He  would  say  to  gentlemen  who  ad- 
Tocated  the  law.  Hands  ofT!  The  laws  of  their 
States  he  had  no  right  to  interfere  with;  the  peo- 
ple of  those  Slates  had  uncontrolled  power  over 
them;  but  he  denied  that  the  gentlemen  could  ask 
or  expect  the  freemen  of  Ohio  to  bathe  their  hands 
in  the  guilt  of  such  laws.  Though  his  designs 
might  be  impugned  as  the  designs  of  the  Aboli- 
tionists, about  which  they  had  heard  so  much, 
he  would  say  to  those  gentlemen.  Hands  off;  let 
us  alone;  maintain  your  slavery,  if  yoii  please; 
but  we  deny,  before  the  country  and  before  high 
Heaven,  that  you  have  the  power  to  involve  us  in 
the  guilt  of  supporting  such  atrocious,  such  dis- 
graceful laws.  And  he  declared,  in  his  place  in 
that  House,  that  he  would  ever  stand  by  the  prin- 
ciples he  professed,  which  had  been  so  often  pro- 
nounced to  be  "  helliBh,"because  their  desire  was 
to  separate  themselves  from  what  they  regarded 
as  the  moral  turpitude  of  the  law.  And  now,  as 
to  the  question  of  reference.  The  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  had  said  it  was  unnecessary  to 
Tefkr  a  subject  of  this  kind  to  a  committee  with 
such  high  powers  as  those  of  sending  for  persons 
and  papers.  He  referred  the  gentleman  to  two 
instances  he  had  already  mentioned — the  one  a 
motion  by  Mr.  Randolph,  then  a  member;  and 
the  other  a  proposition  of  Mr.  Minor,  also  a 
member  of  the  House.  He  had  added  to  his  mo- 
tion that  the  committee  have  power  to  send  for 
persons  and  papers,  because  be  believed  it  was 
necessaryto  the  investigation.  He  believed,  more-  '■ 
over,  that  the  House  was  prepared  to  repeal  the 
law,  without  going  into  this  particular  case.  In- 
deed, he  would  himself  be  averse  to  Ifgislation 
upon  individual  cases.  He  felt  perfectly  indif- 
ferent as  to  what  committee  the  petition  should 
be  referred,  and  he  would  add  but  one  more  re- 
mark. The  gentleman  had  advised  him  to  go  iind 
pay  his  money  for  the  costs  of  the  prosecution. 
He  thanked  htm  for  the  advice.  If  the  gentleman 
had  been  generous  enough  to  advance  his  money 
in  thecouseofhumanity and ofliberty, he  honored 
him  for  it;  but  he  must  be  permitted  to  say  that, 
when  he  came  tonpplythe  rule  to  the  Represent- 
atives of  the  freemen  of  the  North — the  lovers  of 
liberty — he  must  learn  that  they  did  not  possess 
that  property  in  bone,  sinew,  and  muscle  of  their 
fellow-man,  which  would  enable  them  to  respond 
to  such  calls  upon  their  liberality. 

Mr.CAMl'BELLsaid  he  was,  upon  reflection, 
the  more  confirmed  in  the  opinions  he  entertained 
regaining  the  disposition  which  should  be  made 
of  this  subject;  and  he  was  the  more  confirmed  in 
the  same  opinion  by  what  had  been  so  well  ex- 
pressed by  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  yester- 
day, and  by  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina 
to-day,,that  it  was  entirely  a  question  for  judicial 
investigation,  with  which  the  House  had  nothing 
to  do.  With  the  hope  of  correcting  the  error 
which  might  prevail  among  some  gentlemen — 
and,  he  believed,  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  him- 
self.—in  relation  to  the  practice  upon  this  subject, 
be  would  state  that  he  had,  this  morning,  commu- 
nicated with  a  distinguished  lawyer  or  this  city 
in  relation  to  this  subject;  and  the  result  of  that 
communication  had  produced  the  conviction  upon 
his  mind,  that  where  a  person  was  judged  to  be 
a  runaawav  slave,  if  he  possessed  any  evidence 
of  his  freedom,  he  had  not  the  slightest  difficulty 
in  protecting  himself.  I  t'wf  s  the  every  day  prac- 
tice, when  a  person  was  judged  to  be  a  runaway 
slave,  to  bring  him,  by  writ  of  habeas  corpus, 
before  a  humane  judge — a  judge  who  had  never 
been  suspected  of  a  disposition  to  oppress;  and 
upon  production  of  his  proofs,  if  they  were  found 
to  be  satisfactory,  he  was  at  once  set  at  liberty 
The  law  as  enforced  within  this  District,  had  re- 
ceiTed  a  construction,  if  not  more  politic,  it  must 
at  least  be  admitted  much  more  favorable  to  per- 
sons of  color  than  that  which  had  been  given  to 
it  iu  the  Stats  of  Maryland,  whence  it  was  de- 


rived. There,  color  was  prima  facie  evidence  of 
slavery,  as  it  must  be  everywhere  where  slavery 
exists;  and  the  onusprobandi,  or  burden  of  proof, 
was  then  fixed  upon  the  person  of  color  to  show 
his  freedom.  On  the  contrary  in  the  District, 
according  to  the  construction  which  had  been 
given  to  the  law,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  magistrate 
before  whom  the  suspected  slave  should  be 
brought,  first  to  inquire  into  and  affirmatively 
adjudge  the  question  of  slavery  before  he  was 
permitted  to  put  the  person  upon  his  defense.. 
And  the  judge,  before  whom  the  person  was  af- 
terwards brought  by  habeas  corptta,  always  exer- 
cised a  discretion;  and,  upon  the  Slightest  evidence 
of  freedom,  he  was  entitled  to  hia  discharge,  tn 
relation  to  that  part  of  the  law  which  authorized 
persona  to  be  sold  in  default  of  the  payment  of 
fees,  he  would  remark  that  it  was  supposed  that 
the  true  construction  of  the  law  could  only  apply 
to  cases  where  the  question  of  slavery  had  been 
first  affirmatively  adjudged;  and  when  a  notice 
had  been  given  to  the  master  of  the  slave,  and 
that  notice  was  unattended  to,  he  was  then  adver- 
tised for  sale. 

He  would  also  remark,  that  the  Ir'v^l  gentleman 
whom  he  had  consulted,  and  fur  tliu  correctness 
of  whose  statement  he  would  vouch,  (being  one 
who  had  been  engaged  in  the  practice  of  the  law 
in  this  District  for  the  last  eight  or  ten  years,) 
had  informed  him  that  a  case  had  never  occurred 
where  it  had  been  carried  further  than  the  adver- 
tisement. He  hoped  the  petition  would  not  be 
referred;  it  was  interfering  with  the  judicial  tri- 
bunals of  the  District.  It  involved,  in  his  opinion, 
not  only  a  legal,  but  a  constitutional  question, 
how  far  the  House  had  a  right  to  interfere  in 
reversing  judicial  decisions. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  New  York,  was  understood  to 
say,  (though  very  imperfectly  heard  at  the  com- 
mencement, owing  to  the  distance  at  which  he 
stood,  and  the  confusion  which  prevailed  at  the 
moment,)  that  he  was  in  favor  of  the  reference  to 
a  select  committee,  but  he  would  strike  out  the 
power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers;  and  he 
hoped  the  gentleman  would  modify  his  motion  to 
that  effect.  The  matter  was  certainly  deserving 
of  investigation,  if  only  out  of  respect  to  the  feel- 
ings of  the  North.  He  was  himself  a  northerif 
man,  representing,  in  part,  the  State  of  New. 
Yoiic;  and  he  took  this  occasion  to  express  his 
satisfaction  at  the  magnanimity  which  had  char- 
acterized this  Congress  liiiherto  upon  this  em- 
barrassing question.  He  believed,  if  the  matter 
were  rightly  presented  and  rightly  understood, 
it  would  be  easy  to  set  at  rest  every  difficulty. 
Nothing  more  wns  necessary,  in  his  opinion,  to 
allay  the  excitement  whio.h  prevailed  in  the  coun- 
try upon  this  subject  than  simply  a  right  under- 
standing of  the  question.  As  to  the  assumption 
that  all  northern  men  were  Abolitionists,  it  was 
an  error.  He  would  undertake  to  say  for  the 
entire  body  of  the  free  States  of  the  North,  that 
Abolitionists  were  not  known  among  them.  There 
were  more  Abolitionists  within  the  slave  States 
themselves  than  there  were  in  the  free  States.  He 
knew  this  to  be  so;  and  he  would  risk  bis  exist- 
ence on  the  fact. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  said  it  was  not  so;  and  he 
was  induced  to  believe,  from  what  the  gentleman 
had  ]aid,  that  he  was  himself  an  Abolitionist. 

Mr.  S.  was  called  to  order. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  New  York,  said  the  position 
which  he  took  was,  that  the  North  and  the  free 
States  never  could  be  Abolitionists,  and  never 
could  be  the  advocates  of  immediate  abolition.  It 
was  an  impossibility  that  it  could  be  so.  What- 
ever else  the  northern  States  might  be,  they  never 
could  be  that;  and  he  would  state  a  simple  fact 
for  the  consideration  of  the  House  and  of  the 
country,  which,  unless  he  was  deficient  in  judg- 
ment and  in  common  ^nse,  would  satisfy  every 
impartial  mind  that  the  people  of  the  free  States 
could  not  be  Abolitionists.  Present  that  question 
in  a  common  sense  light;  let  it  not  be  looked  to 
as  a  political  matter — not  as  the  humbug  of  the 
hour — but  let  reason  come  to  the  consideration  of 
the  question,  and  what  was  it.'  The  abolition  of 
slavery  in  the  southern  States  would  be  followed 
by  what  consequences.'  A  deluge  of  the  black 
population  on  the  North.  Nothing  could  prevent 
It  but  a  dissolution  of  the  Union;  and  he  would 
there  declare,  that  if  he  was  satisfied  that  the 
people  of  the  North  were  in  favor  of  abolition,  be 
should  be  for  the  dissolution  of  the  Union.    The 


dissolution  of  slavery  in  the  States  would  be  adis- 
solution  of  the  Union.  They  of  the  North  suffered 
enough  from  slavery  now,  and  the^  never  would 
permitthe  South  to  makeanimmediateaboliiionof 
slavery.  When  the  South  did  it,  it  must  be  done 
slowly,  deliberately,  and  in  reference  to  the  inter- 
ests of  the  Union;  the  North  would  hold  them  to 
that.  He  had  not  a  doubt,  if  the  proposition  were 
before  the  American  people  at  this  hour  to  abolish 
slavery,  that  nine  hundred  and  ninety-nine  out  of 
every  thousand  persons  of  the  free  States  would 
rise  up  and  say,  Give  us  a  dissolution,  of  the 
Union,  rather  than  the  abolition  of  slavery;  con- 
vinced that  if  slavery  were  immediately  abolished, 
the  result  would  be,  that  the  slaves  would  be 
turned  loose,  and  that  the  population  would  flow 
on  the  North,  and  that  it  could  not'be  prevented 
but  by  a  dissolution  of  the  Union;  and  that  it 
woula  carry  desolation  on  the  North,  and  destruc- 
tion among  the  laboring  population  of  the  North 
until  the  evil  had  exhaused  and  spent  itself.  This 
would  prevent  the  people  of  the  North  becoming 
Abolitionists;  and  ne  reiterated  the  opinion  that 
if  the  South  were  disposed  to  abolish  slavery  im- 
mediately, he  shoula  prefer  a  dissolution  of  the 
Union,  much  as  he  loved  and  valued  the  Union, 
rather  than  his  part  of  the  country  should  be 
visited  by  the  calamity  which  must  inevitably 
follow  an  immediate  abolition  of  slavery. 
'One  of  tlie  many  mischiefs  which  now  afflicted 
the  North  was  brought  upon  them  by  runaway 
negroes  from  the  South;  and  it  was  felt  through 
that  entire  section  of  the  country,  from  one  end 
to  the  other;  and  if  he  were  able  to  collect  public 
sentiment  on  this  subject  in  the  North,  he  had  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  almost  the  entire  senti- 
ment of  the  North  was  in  concurrence  with  that 
which  he  had  here  expressed.  He  did  not  in- 
tend, however,  to  trouble  the  House  long  at  this 
lime;  all  he  wished  to  say  was,  let  the  gentlemen 
of  the  South  divest  themselves  of  the  belief  that 
the  people  of  the  North  could  be  Abolitionists, 
as  the  term  was  understood  here.  He  disclaimed 
such  sentiments;  he  disclaimed  them  for  himself; 
he  disclaimed  them  for  his  constituents;  he  dis- 
claimed them  for  his  State;  he  disclaimed  them 
for  the  entire  people  of  this  Union.  The  North 
did  not  wish  to  interfere  with  this  question  of 
slavery;  they  had  no  object  to  prompt  them  to 
any  interference;  they  had  no  interest  to  induce 
thuni  to  do  so,  and  they  were  not  a  people  te  be 
supposed  to  be  indifferent  ,or  insensible  to  per- 
sonal interest.  Their  interest,  as  well  ai  tneir 
feelings,  would  lend  them  to  utter  abstinence  from 
an  interference  with  the  slavery  of  the  South. 
From  the  difference  observable  between  the  two 
sections  of  the  country,  they  saw  enough  to  sat- 
isfy them  that  they  had  nothing  lo  regret  that 
slavery  did  not  exist  among  them,  and  they  had 
only  tn  regret  that  it  existed  anywhere.  He  re- 
pealed, that  'they  had  no  wish  to  interfere  with 
the  institutions  of  the  South,  and  they  should  be 
the  last  to  do  anything  that  would  militate  against 
them;  but  while  doing  this  and  feeling  thus,  and 
standing  up  for  the  Constitution  of  the  country, 
the  people  of  the  North  claimed  an  exemption, 
not  only  from  aU  interference,  but  from  all  obli- 
gation to  interfere  with  slavery.  The  North  was 
desirous  that  the  South  should  manage  their  own 
business  in  their  own  way,  and  at  their  own 
lime. 

But  to  return  to  the  subject  immediately  before 
the  Ho'use.  He  hoped  that  this  matter  would  be 
referred,  but  he  baa  no  desire  to  be  a  member  of 
the  committee  to  which  it  should  be  referred.  He 
hoped,  too,  that  the  committee  to  whom  it  shall 
be  referred  would  repor^a  bill  to  repeal  the  law 
under  which  the  petitioner  was  imprisoned.  The 
simple  inquiry  for  such  committee  would  be, 
whether  a  man  of  color  can  be  taken  and  sold  on 
the  presumption  that  he  is  a  slave.  He  had  noth- 
ing more  to  say,  than  that  the  South  must  yield 
that  to  the  North.  This  District  was  common 
ground;  and  the  northern  members  could  never 
stand  before  their  constituents  unless  the  Sooth 
yielded  that  to  the  North.  The  North  would  not 
consent  that,  in  this  District,  a  man  who  had 
proved  his  freedom  must  pay  the  costs  or  be  sold 
into  slavery;  and  if  such  were  the  existing  Isw, 
it  must  be  repealed. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  made  some  explanation, 
which  was  not  distinctly  heard. 

Mr.  DAVIS  replied  that  he  was  only  suppos- 
ing it  to  be  the  law;  but  if  it  were  noe,  the  com- 
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mitiee  would  have  nothing;  to  do.  Bat  if  there 
wa5  a  law  by  which,  on  tlie  presumption  of  ila- 
very,  an  individual  could,  on  account  of  color, 
be  committed  and  sold  into  slavery  on  a  failure 
to  pay  the  costs  nf  his  imprisonment,  in  the  pres- 
ent state  of  public  seniiinent  that  law  could  not 
long  be  maintained;  and  whether  it  were  now,  or 
in  toe  course  of  the  next  year,'or  within  ten  years, 
be  would  not  undertake  to  say;  but  repealed  it 
must  be.  There  was  a  sentiment  in  the  country 
(bat  was  against  such  a  law;  and  its  repeal  must 
be  conceded  to  that  public  sentiment  by  one  sec- 
tion of  the  Union  to  the  other.  Our  institutions 
rest-on  the  basis  of  mutual  concession  and  com- 
promise; and  though  he  was  not  now  intending 
to  trouble  the  House  at  this  time  with  many  re- 
marks, be  would  lake  occasion  to  say  that  he  was 
aa  willing  lo  make  concessions  to  other  portions 
of  the  Union  as  any  gentleman  on  that  6oor;  but 
he  expected  something  in  return  for  that  which 
be  gave.  He  came  ftrom  a  Stale  which  had  given 
more  to  the  Union  tlian  all  the  other  States  to- 
getber;.and  be  was  willing  to  act  in  the  same  spirit 
of  magnanimity  which  hod  marked  the  course  of 
the  State  from  which  he  came,  from  the  earliest, 
period  of  her  history.  He  said  then,  in  view  of' 
this  whole  matter — that  of  the  repeal  of  this  law — 
U  would  become  southern  gentlemen  to  yield;  and 
he  should  vote  for  the  reference  to  a  select  com- 
mittee. On  the  ground  he  bad  slated,  he  should 
vote  for  it,  though  his  own  individual  opinion 
was  that  slavery  could  not  exist  in  this  District. 
This  opinion  was,  (and  he  had  given  the  subject 
some  consideration,)  tliat  the  moment  this  Dis- 
trict becnme  tlic  property  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, slavery  was  at  an  end.  The  practice  of  the 
country  hud  bern  otherwise,  showing  that  slavery 
had  been  deemed  to  be  Ipgally  in  existence  here. 
Sacfa,  however,  was  not  his  opinion;  for  there 
were  limitations  in  the  (rawer  of  this  Government; 
and  he  believed  that,  as  it  could  not  make  a  king, 
neither  could  it  make  a  slave.  Slavery,  in  a  dis- 
trict under  the  immediate  government  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  was  incoiiaislenl  with  the  principles 
on  which  the  Governincnt  of  the  country  was 
based ;  and  he  therefore  held  it  as  his  opinion  that 
•lavery  could  not  exist  in  any  of  tlic  Territories 
under  this  Government;  and  that,  oo  matter 
vhence  acquired,  or  how  derived,  the  instant  it 
became  a  territory  nf  the  United  Slates,  that  iu- 
•lant  slavery  ceased. 

Mr.  PAY  NE  inquired  if  it  was  in  order  to  dis- 
cuss the  question  of  slavery  in  the  Territories, 
on  a  proposition  to  refer  the  memorial  before  the 
Bouse. 

Mr.  DAVIS  said  he  had  done.  He  was  sim- 
ply expressing  his  own  opinion  on  that  subject, 
without  pretending  (hat  they  were  the  opinions 
«f  the  House;  fur  such  was  not  the  general  sen- 
timent. 

Mr.  PAYNE  remarked  that  he  merely  wished 
to  know  whether  it  was  in  order;  for  if  one  een- 
tlemao  were  permitted  in  go  into  that  discussion. 
Others  would  expect  lo  be  allowed  to  do  so  too. 

Mr.  LEWISobscrved  that  it  was  a  ding  at  the 
Texas  question  in  disguise. 

Mr.  DAVIS  said  he  would  confine  himself  to 
the  subject  before  the  House.  He  said,  a  report 
from  the  r.ommittee,  which  had  been  suggested, 
■howiog  something  tangible,  authorizing  Uiesale 
of  a  mail  on  the  presomplion  of  his  being  a  slave, 
■od  some  reasons  why  that  practice  should  be  re- 
tained, might  be  of  service  lo  the  House.  He 
hoped  they  should  have  a  report  on  which  the 
House  could  base  its  action;  which  he  trusted 
iroold  be  that  of  wisdom  and  sound  policy,  and 
result  in  the  peace  and  harmony  of  the  whole 
eonntry. 

Mr.  HARALSON  said  that  southern  gentle- 
men bad  heard  the  reiterated  denunciations  of 
Abolitionists,  until  sileaee  was  no  longer  a  vir- 
tue. Our  silence  is  now  boastingly  construed 
into  cone«saioiis  oa  our  part,  and  bailed  as  cheer- 
ing evidence  of  the  magnanimous  forbearance  of 
.  the  South.  He  said  that  gentlemen  had  deceived 
themselveaj  and  he  desiitS  that  they  should  now 
MMiersland  his  position  upon  this  subject,  and 
what  he  believed  to  be  the  position  of  the  whole 
South.  None  are  more  attached  to  this  Union; 
none  more  disposed  to  cultivate  friendly  relations 
towards  every  section  of  the  Republic;  yet  none 
who  can  or  leiU,  with  more  firmness,  maintain 
their  rights.  We  are  the  advocates  of  the  Gov- 
ernment as  it  has  been  formed — as  it  was  trans- 


mitted to  us  by  our  fathers;  and  we  are  prepared 
to  peril,  as  they  did,  our  "  lives,  fortunes,  and 
sacred  honors  in  its  defense;  and  we  will  here, 
.or  elsewhere,  defy  everv  power  on  earlb  in  a  con- 
test for  the  rights  which  have  been  guaratied  to 
us  by  the  Constitution.  Scarce  a  subject  has  been 
presented  for  the  consideration  of  this  House, 
that  has  not  been  made  the  pretext  for  some  an- 
ti-slavery speech.  If  a  proposition  to  adopt  or 
amend  the  n^les,  or  a  question  touching  theinter- 
ests  of  the  Army  is  agitated,  it  is  made  a  subject 
intimately  connected  with  slavery.  If.the  Navy, 
with  any  of  iioiliversified  relations,  be  presented, 
again  the  fruitful  theme  of  abolition  is  interwoven 
into  the  debate;  and  we  are  told  it  is  only  neces- 
sary for  the  protection  of  slavery.  Petitions  jind 
resolutions  irom  individuals  and  from  S'ates, 
touching  directly  or  indirectly  upon  the  subject, 
have  consumed  the  largest  share  of  that  atten- 
tion which  was  due  lo  legislation  of  national  in- 
terest. And  now,  sir,  a  petition  is  presented  to 
the  House,  purporting  to  be  from  a  free  negro, 
who  complains  of  illegal  confinement;  and  at 
once  our  ears  are  saluted  with  the  whining  notes 
of  abolition  sympathy.  Slaveholders  areabused, 
and  this  Hall,  constituted  for  the  purpose  of  <<;gt«- 
Jotion,  must  be  converted  into  Afudieial  lH6unsl, 
and  jye  act  upon  the  case,  pass  judgment,  order- 
ing the  petitioner  to  be  liberated^  without  proof,' 
without  regard  to  any  claim  upon  him,  and  re- 
gardless of  law.  It  aSbrded  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  (Mr.  Giddinos]  an  opportunity  of  making 
another"  liberlii tpeeek,"  Surely  the  whole  course 
of  prnceeding  is  Irifiing  with  the  good  sense  of 
the  House;  is  consuming  improperly  that  lime 
which  should  be  spent  in  maturing  questions  that 
belong  to  legislation 

If  the  negro,  whone  petition  has  been  presented, 
be  free,  surely  the  courts  in  the  District  will  do 
him  justice.  Has  the  hnbean  eor/na  act  been  sus- 
pended ?  Is  there  no  juilge  to  try .'  Does  there 
exist  no  Inw  by  which  any  man,  while  or  black, 
can  be  freed  from  illegal  confinement?  Sir,  there 
is  no  difficulty.  The  habeat  eorpta  act  has  not 
been  suspended.  There  are  competent  and  liberal 
jud>;e8 — among  them -Judge  Cranch — who  are 
ready  to  act.  There  exists  a  law  under  which 
many  have  been  liberated.  The  court  has  been 
in  session  three  four.hs  of  the  lime  since  the 
meeting  of  Congress;  and,  in  the  abscneeof  proof, 
I  take  It  for  eraiiled  the  petitioner  is  not  a  free 
man,  or  he  would  have  been  discharged  before 
this  hour.  Why  refer  this  memorial  ?  Is  it  con- 
tempUted  that  we  can  examine  witnesses,  and 
decide  upon  the  legality  of  his  confinement?  Such 
powers  do  not  belong  to  this  House;  and  the  ref- 
erence is  naked  only  to  opep  a  discussion  which 
is  so  much  desired  by  some  members  on  this 
floor.  I  am  utterly  opposed  to  the  continued  agi- 
tation of  this  question;  it  engenders  bad  feelings, 
excites  sectional  jealousies,  and  disqualifies  this 
body  from  acting  in  the  libernl  spirit  of  legislators 
of  the  whole  country.  I  assure  gentlemen  that 
the'  South  dcmnnds  neither  Army  nor  Navy  to 
defend  her  constitutional  rights:  retrench  in  these 
departments  of  the  Government  as  much  as  you 
may  think  the  general  interest  of  the  whole  Union 
requires;  the 'South  will  have  citizen  soldiers 
cnnqgh  to  protect  their  property  from  abolition 
aggression,  come  in  what  form  it  may.  I  trust, 
sir,  that  no  necessity  may  ever  occur  for  the  ex- 
ertion of  her  own  means  of  defense.  They  know 
the  difference  between  sound  and  reality,  between 
the  shadow  and  the  substance.  Strip  them  of 
their  constitutional  rights,  and  Union,  as  sacred 
as  they  hold  it,  and  as  devoted  as  they  are  lo  it, 
would  be  to  them  an  empty  sound.  They  will 
defend  their  rights  at  every  hazard. 

1  regret  many  remarks  which  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  [Mr.  Davis]  has  felt  it  his  duty 
to  make.  I  shall  only  express  my  dissent  to  the 
doctrine  which  he  advances  as  to  the  operation 
of  law,  as  applied  to  the  existence  of  slavery  in 
thia  District  and  the  Territories  under  the  gov- 
ernment of  this  country.  He  has  been  pleased 
to  tell  us  that  he,  and  he  thinks  the  whole  North, 
would  object  to  immediate  abolition  at  the  South. 
No  uneasiness  need  be  felt  upon  the  subject^of 
abolishing  slavery  at  the  South — ^it  will  not  be 
done;  but  should  she  choose  to  do  so,  neither  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  nor  the  Abolition- 
ists, will  be  consulted.  The  very  authority  by 
which  we  act  here  in  this  House  is  derived  from 
the  Constitution,  and  that  instrument  throws  am- 


ple shields  around  our  rights.  Those  distin- 
guished statesmen  from  the  slaveholding  States 
whose  talents  were  called  into  requisition  to  form 
the  Constitution,  were  never  asked  whether  they 
would  abolish  slavery.  It  is  subversive  of  the 
dignity  of  this  Houae,  and  injurious  to  the  pub- 
lic interests,  to  have  this  subject  introduced  into 
every  discussion,  no  matter  what  shall -be  the 
question.  I  have  made  these  remarks  that  our 
position  may  be  understood.  We  extend  the 
hand  of  friendship  to  every  part  of  the  Union, 
but  make  no  concessions  of  a  solitary  right.  We 
anxiously  avoid  discussion  upon  a  subject  over 
which  we  have  no  power  to  legislate,  for  the  pre- 
servation of  harmony,  but  shrink  from'  no  re- 
sponsibility, here  or  at  home,  which  may  be 
necessary  to  the  defense  of  our  property.  I  nave 
spoken,  perhaps,  in  too  much  feeling  m  the  few 
remsrks  which  I  have  offered;  but  let  my  apolo- 
gy be  that  1  am  a  southern  man — a  Georgian — 
interfering  in  no  way  with  the  rights  of  the 
North,  and  unwilling  to  hear  these  repeated  as- 
saults upon  the  peculiar  institutions  of  the  South 
and  the  rights  of  my  constituents,  without  a 


"& 


Ir.  BEARDSLEY  observed  that  the  question 
before  the  House  was  merely  whetherthey  shouljl 
refer  the  petition,  and  to  what  committee;  and 
whether  it  should  be  referred  with  instructions 
or  not.  Now,  if  so  slight  a  question  sj  this  was 
to  work  up  such  a  tempest  as  it  had  done,  what 
might  they  not  expect  when  they  came  to  the  im- 
portant business  of  the  session  ?  Upon  this  me- 
morial, as  he  undeiTstood  it,  only  three  questions 
could  arise.  First,  whether  the  law  of  the  Dis- 
trict on  this  subject  had  been  properly  adminis- 
tered in  this  case.  Now,  as  this  question  was 
purely  a  judicial  one,  he  did  not  thinlc  the  House 
had  anything  to  do  with  it.  They  were  not  called 
to  sit  here  as  a  court  of  appeals  to  revise  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  courts  pf^  this  District.  •  This 
House  bad  no  such  power.  Then  the  next  oues- 
lion  was,  whether  the  law  under  which  the  local 
courts  act  is  a  just  and  proper  one,  and  such  as 
ought  to  remain  on  the  statute-book.  Now,asto 
that  question,  whether  they  should  abolish  the 
law  or  amend  it,  or  in  fact,  whether  it  was  such 
a  law  as  ought  to  remain  on  the  statute-book,  he 
thought  that  it  was  a  proper  subject  of  reference. 
He  voted  for  the  reception  of  the  petition;  and  he 
should  vote  for  its  reference,  in  order  that  the 
committee  might  inquire  and  report  upon  the  ease 
to  the  House,  so  that  they  might  be  enabled  to 
correct  the  evil,  if  such  was  found  to  exist.  This 
would  not  be  legislating  for  a  particular  case,  as 
had  been  suggested;  to  do  wnich,  he  admitted 
Congress  had  no  power.  There  was  another  view 
of  this  question  which  might  deserve  a  passing 
notice;  and  that  was,  whether  the  judge  who  had 
these  matters  under  bis  particular  cognizance  had 
acted  correctly  in  the  premises.  If  the  commit- 
tee should  find  such  to  be  the  fact,  they  might 
impeach  him;  but,  as  he  had  heard  no  allegation 
of  that  kind,  he  would  dismiss  that  part  of  the 
question.  He  was  of  opinion,  hAwever,  that  the 
petition  should  be  referred  to  some  appropriate 
committee.  Why  were  petitions  referred  at  ail? 
It  was  beeouse  a  committee  could  inquire  and  re- 
port the  information  they  obtain  to  the  House; 
and,  if  they  have  a  bad  law,  they  may,  bv  thi* 
means,  be  able  to  apply  the  correction.  The  last 
question  wss,  what  committee  the'petition  should 
go  to.  Should  it  be  sent  to  a  select  committee  ? 
When  the  question  was  one  of  amending  or  re- 
pealing a  law,  could  they  doubt  that  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary— the  law  committee  of  the 
House — was  the  proper  one  to  refer  it  to  ?  Why 
send  this  to  a  select  committee  more  than  any 
other  question  involving  the  wisdom  and  propri- 
ety of  a  law?  He  saw  no  propriety  in  sending 
this  qu9|tion  to  a  select  committee,  but  he  did  see 
great  propriety  in  sending  it  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary;  and  he  would,  therefore,  vote  ft>r 
that  reference.  He  was  opposed,  however,  to 
giving  the  committee  power  to  send  for  persons 
and  paper*;  because,  as  the  House  was  not  to  sit 
in  judgment  to  reverse  the  decisions  of  the  court 
of  this  District,  such  a  power  would  be  useless 
and  unnecessary.  It  seemed  to  him  that,  on  this 
simple  proposition,  the  general  question  of  sla- 
very, either  in  the  Stales  or  this  District,  was  not 
involved;  and  he  therefore  deprecated  the  discus- 
sion of  it. 
Mr.  STEPHENS  vkas  in  favor  of  the  rebrenca 
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of  the  petition  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
and  for  the  reaeone  given  by  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  who  had  jhm  sat  down.  He  thought 
it  a  proper  aubject  of  inquiry,  whether  the  laws 
of  the  District,  in  relation  to  the  question  before 
the  House,  were  such  as  required  revision,  so 
that  the  House  might  be  able  lo  apply  the  rem- 
edy, if  necessary.  He  regreued  much  10  see  the 
excitement  indulged  in  by  some  gentlemen  on  that 
lisor,  when  anything  connected  with  the  interests 
of  the  SoBih  was  alluded  to.  He  saw  no  neces- 
sity fsr  any  eKcilement  on  this  question,  and  did 
not  believe  thatibeinterMta  of  the  South  depend- 
ed on  ao  trivial  •  matteras  the  reference  <^  a  peti- 
tion. For  his  part,  he  wished  to  know  what  the 
laws  of  the  Diatcict  on.tnis  subject  were;  for  gen- 
tlemen of  different  sides  did  not  agree  as  to  the 
•JBfbetof  tiieB);and  he  wished  the  committee  also  to 
repoM  to  the  House  whether  they  required  amend- 
ment or  repeal.  As  to  what  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  stated  in  regard  to  the  selling  of  freemen 
-  for  their  costs,  he,  for  one,  desired  to  see  such  a 
law  repealed;  and  he  undertook  to  say  to  the  gen- 
(lesMtn  from  North  Carolina  {Mr.  Sauhccrs] 
that  such  a  law  did  not  exist  in  the  Stale  he  rep- 
resented. There,  when  an  individual  is  arraigned, 
ke  is,  upon  being  acquitted,  dismissed  without 
the  payment  of  costs, 

Mr.  K(NO,  of  Massachusetts,  agreed  with  the 
gentleman  who  had  jast  taken  his  seat,  thnt  there 
was  DO  oceaaton  forexeilement,  though  he  con- 
sidered the  question  before  them  as  one  deserv- 
ing the  most  aerioiis  consideration.  It  was  time 
tliat  ^e  Hnuse  should  take  it4ip  and  make  it  the 
leading  question  «f  the  session.  It  w.is  for  this 
reason  that  he  was  opposed  to  rcfrrrin;  the  peti- 
tion to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary;  for  that  I 
committee  was  so  much  burdened  with  business 
that  it  couM  not  give  to  the  subject  that  rnnsidcr- 
ation  which  its  importance  deserved.  This'  was 
no  ne%  question;  it  had  long  since  been  agitntcd, 
and  formed  the  subject  of  nne  of  the  pn-senimeni.i 
of  the  grand  jury  of  this  city.  Mr.  K.  here  read 
an  extract  from  a  presentment  of  the  grand  jury 
for  Washington  copnty.  District  of  CoJumbia, 
reeommending  a  modification  of  the  laws  of  the 
District  on  the  snbject  of  slaves  and  free  iiegrot-s, 
so  as  to  prevent  the  influx  oF  such  ptTsoiid  into 
the  city.  Mr.  K.  said  he  resd  ilils  booauHu  ihe 
genlleinan  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Saundess] 
nad  stated  that  it  was  not  the  wish  of  tlie  p<!uple 
of  the  District  that  Congress  should  legislate  on 
the  subject. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  asked  leave  to  make  an  ex- 
planation. What  he  ssid  was,  there  was  no  peti- 
tion showing  the  desire  of  the  people  of  the  Dis- 
trict for  legislation  on  the  subject.  He,  however, 
look  the  occasion  to  thank  the  eentlvmnn  for  the 
document  he  had  jastsead;  for  from  it  he  learned 
that  the  grand  jury,  so  far  from  wishing  the  laws 
in  reUrtion  to  negroes  to  be  relaxeri,  had  asked  for 
additional  restraints  to  prevent  the  influx  of  such 
a  papulation  into  the  District. 

Mr.  KINO  (hen  referred  to  and  quoted  the 
opinions  of  Judge  Cranch  in  favor  of  the  aboli- 
tion of  slavery  in  the  District,  and  the  repeal  of 
the  laws  which  authorize  the  arrest  and  confine- 
ment af  fugitive  slaves.  He  also  read  a  letter 
from  a  distinguished  individual,  which  spoke  of 
th«  cruelty  and  injustice  of  tiie  laws  which  au- 
thorized the  taking  upof  persons  of  color  on  sus- 
picion of  beinn'  slaves.  He  read  these  extracts  in 
order  to  impress  upon  the  House  the  importance 
of  speedy  legislation  on  this  subject.  Congress 
had  the  power,  and  it  was  its  duty  to.  exercise  it. 
He  was  in  faw»r  of  referring  the  matter  to  a  se- 
lect eonuaittee,  because  the  exigencies  of  the  ease 
required  prompt  action,  and  the  quantity  of  busi- 
ness in  the  hands  of  the  Judiciary  Comtnittee 
would  prevent  them  from  bestowing  a  proper  and 
early  aonsideration  tipon  it.  ^  ' 

Mr.  COBB  could  not  agrse  with  his  colleague, 
[Mr.  SrcpitENt,]  nor  with  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  in  the  epinion  that  this«ibject  should 
tie  referred  either  to  a  aeieet  coauaittee,  or  ^at 
on  lbs  Judiciary;  hat  in  expreaaing  his  dissent 
tmm  their  views,  he  would  confine  himself  to  the 
•imple  question  involved,  and  not  permit  himself 
to  ba  at  idl  excited  by  it,  though  some  degree  of 
CteUng  on  such  questions  might  be  palliated,  if 
notezeuaed,  in  members  from  the  southern  States. 
When  this  petition  was  preseiued,  the  objection 
was  raised  oy  a  gentleman  from  Alabama  [Mr. 
Dbllet]  and  a  gentlemaajrom  South  Carolina, 


[Mr.  Cahpbkll,]  that  the  House  could  not  en- 
tertain jurisdiction  over  it;  that  it  was  purely  a 
judicial  question;  and  that  if  the  petitioner  told 
the  truth  in  bis  statement,  there  was  no  difficulty 
in  his  obtaining  the  amplest  redress  under  the 
existing  laws.  Ele  then  saw,  or  thought  he  saw, 
a  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  House  to  aban- 
don the  proceeding  and  lay  It  on  the  table;  end 
this  feeling,  he  thought,  continued  until  the  very 
available  argument  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  Bbari»lct]  was  presented ,  and  which 
was  immediately  caught  up  by  his  colleague, 
[Mr.  SrCTaeNS.]  What  was  it?  'it  was  not  that 
the  House  should  interpose  ils  authority  to  release 
the  petitioner  from  confinement;  not  thatitshould 
resf  Ive  itself  into  a  superior  court  to  revise  the 
proceedings  of  the  courts  of  this  District.  For 
what  purpose,  then,  was  the  refbrenee  to  be  made? 
Why,  to  inquire  into  the  eonsiitulinnality  of  the 
law  under  which  this  petitioner  was  arrested  and 
confined.  Now  he  wished  to  inquire  of  these 
^ntiemen,  (and  he  expected  them  to  answer  him, 
if  they  could,)  did  they  propose  to  introduce  a 
new  principle  into  the  legislstion  of  Congress  > 
Was  Congress,  instead  of  pasxi'^ir  liws  intended 
to  have  a  general  application,  t-i  t.ike  up  particu- 
lar cases,  and  nuUte  laws  to  suit  them  ?  Did  the 
Legislatures  of  the  Slates  shape  their  legislation 
on  such  principles?  If  gentlemen  began  in  this 
way,  where  were  they  to  end  ?  To-day  they  had 
a  petition  from  a  negro,  who  professed  to  be  a 
free  man,  unjustly  confined  on  suspicion  of  being 
a  slave;  and  they  legislate  to  suit  his  ease.  The 
next  day,  a  particular  individual,  confined  under 
a  m  <a.,  may  petition  Congrrss  on  the  hardships 
of  his  case;  and  k-gialatinn  is  invoked  to  relieve 
him.  Now,  to  all  this  kind  of  legislation  he  was 
opposed.  If  the  laws  were  defective  and  required 
a  remedy,  let  them  be  taken  up  and  ameHiied  or 
repealed,  without  bein;^  connected  with  the  ca<e 
'  of  any  pnriiculnr  individual. 
!  For  what  purpose  should  this  memorial  be  re- 
!  ferredr  He  would  ask  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
I  who  presented  ihe^peiitinn,  if  he  expected  Con- 
'  gress  to  apply  a  remedy  to  ihis  particular  case  ? 
I  If  the  genileman  answered  in  the  affirmative,  the 
House  would  then  discover  that  it  was  called  on 
I  to  exercise  judicial,  not  ItrglHlaiivc  powers.  He 
I  trusted  that  the  House  would  frown  down  this 
new  principle,  by  which  an  attempt  Was  made  lo 
legislate  on  the  hardships  of  particular  cases. 
He  would  make  one  remark  more.  As  his  col- 
league had  observed,  there  was  no  law  in  his 
Stale  by  which  a  p»rson  arrested  ss  a  fugitive 
slave  was,  after  proving  himself  free,  held  in  con- 
finement for  his  costs.  There,  when  a  negro 
proved  his  title  to  freedom,  he  was  not  subjected 
to  the  payment  of  costs,  but  tliey  were  paid  by 
the  State.  It  was  for  the  purpose  of  stating  this 
fact  that  he  had  endeavored  to  obtain  the  floor 
before  his  colleB^ae  rose  to  address  the  House. 
Though  opposed  to  the  reference  of  this  ease  to 
a  committee,  he  had  no  objection  to  remedying 
the  laws  on  the  subject,  if  they  were  defective. 
But,  to  ascertain  that  fact,  let  a  resolution,  un- 
connected with  any  particular  case,  but  referrin» 
only  to  the  laws  themselves,  be  introduced,  ana 
he  would  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  STETSON  said  he  thought  his  colleague, 
[Mr.  Davis,]  in  speaking  for  the  North  general- 
ly, (which,  of  liourae,  included  the  district  which 
he  represented,)  hod  gone  a  little  too  far,  when  he 
asserted  that  the  South  had  a  perfect  assurance 
of  the  continuance  of  the  Union.  It  was  import- 
ant that  the  people  of  the  North  and  of  the  South 
should  understand  each  other  upon  this  point. 
He  would  say  to  the  South  that  the  securities  for 
the  continuance  of  the  Union,  in  Ihe  estimation 
of  the  people  of  his  district,  depend  upon  the 
broad  line  which  separates  the  powers  of  this 
Congress  fh>m  the  Legislatures  of  the  several 
States.  The  protection  of  that  House  upon  this 
question,  was  the  bulwark  of  State  rights.  If 
they  would  they  could  not  go  against  them. 
Look  at  the  North:  she  had  abolished  slavery 
almost  universally,  and,  patriotic  as  she  is,  slie 
desired  to  see  liberty,  in  its  broadest  sense,  dif- 
fuAd  throughout  the  entire  Union;  yet,  though 
she  might  thus  ardently  desire- 
Mr.  PAYNE  said  he  mtist  be  permitted  to  call 
the  gentleman  to  order,  as  had  been  done  with 
every  one  who  had  been  disposed  to  enter  into 
the  general  dissuasion,  upon  this  petition,  of  the 
question  of  emaneipalii>n;and  be  appealed  to  the 


Speaker  to  maintain  order  and  pre  vent  gentlemen 
from  introducing  matters  irrelevant  to  the  ques- 
tion immediately  before  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER  remarked  that  a  ^reat  deal  of 
irrelevant  debate  hhd  been  indulged  in  by  gentle- 
men, and  had  been  tolerated  by  courtesy. 

Mr.  STETSON  said  he  had  no  desire  to  go 
beyond  the  prescribed  bounds,  and  he  would  be 
happy  to  confine  himself  to  whatever  gentlemen 
might  desire.  (Cries  of  "Go  on !"  "Go  on!"] 
He  merely  wished  to  do  his  colleague  the  justice 
of  presenting'  mbre  distinctly  to  the  House  the 
point  of  security  which  binds  the  North  and  the 
South  together. 

Mr.  DAVIS  explained.  He  said  he  had  merely 
assigned,  as  one  reason  why  he  had  voted  for  the 
reference,  that  he  was  not  actuated  by  Ihe  views 
of  the  Abolitionists;  that  he  was  not  one,  and 
that  he  had  no  communion  of  feeling  with  them. 
He  wanted  to  show  the  House  that  he  voted  for 
the  resolution,  not  as  an  Abolitionist;  and  be 
would  add,  that  even  if  Congress  had  the  power 
to  abolish  slavery  in  the  States,  and  the  South 
desired  immediate  abolition,  they  of  the  North 
could  not,  and  would  not,  consent. 

Mr.  STETSON  said,  in  his  humble  judgment, 
the  continuance  of  the  Union  did  not  depend 
upon  anything  which  could  be  said  by  any  mem- 
ber in  that  House.  He  belreved  it  would  endure 
bevond  the  days  of  these  false  prophets. 

In  relation  to  the  question  before  the  House, 
he  should  give  his  vote  in  favor  of  the  reference 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  The  ques- 
tion was  a  proper  one  for  judicial  investiga- 
tion. ■ 

Mr.  A.  V.  BROWN  inquired  whether  it  would 
be  in  order  to  move  another  amendment  ? 

The  SPE.'VKER  answered  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  A.  V.  BROWN  then  moved  that  the  com- 
mittee be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  repealing  so  much  of  the  law  as  author- 
izes the  sale  of  a  person  arrested  as  a  runaway 
slave,  for  costs;  and  upon  this  he  demanded  the 
previous  question,  but  withdrew  the  demand  in 
order  to  allow  Mr.  Adami  an  opportunity  to  ad- 
dress the  House. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  was  very  glad  the  gentle- 
man hsd  withdrawn  tfaecall  for  the  previous  qaes- 
tion,  which  he  had  made  so  precipitately  afters 
total  change  of  the  question  before  the  House.  It 
appeared  to  him  that  the  question,  in  any  of  ils 
forms,  was  of  so  much  importance  to  the  peace 
and  harmony  of  the  country;  it  was  so  important 
in  relation  to  that  law,  or  rather  portion  of  the 
law,  by  which  a  colored  man  could  be  thrown 
into  jail  upon  the  mere  presumption  that  he  is  a 
slave;  that  he  could  be  compelled  to  prove  him- 
self a  freeman;  and  when  he,did,that,  that  he  was 
still  liable  to  be  sold  as  a  slave  lo  dischai^  the 
expense  of  his  arrest,  detention;  and  trial — it  was 
of  so  moch  importance  that  it  should  at  least  be 
permitted  lo  be  discussed.  He  could  not  help 
comparing  the  incident  now  before  the  House  with 
one  which  occurred  in  the  second  session  of  the 
Twenty-Seventh  Congress,  which  every  gentle- 
man who  was  then  in  the  House  must  remember. 
He  hatl  the  Jou'ipal  now  before  him.  Mr.  White, 
of  Louisiana,  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to 
regulate  arrests  upon  mesne  process  in  the  county 
of  Washiiigton,  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 
What  difference  was  there  between  that  ease  and 
the  case  now  before  the  House  ?  The  bill  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time;  and,  by  a  motion  of 
the  gentleman  fVom  Louisiana,  the  rules  were 
suspended  by  a  vote  of  two  thirds,  for  the  par^ 
pose  of  considering,  apd  finally  acting  upon  the 
said  call  at  that  time. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Powell  to  lay  tbe 
bill  upon  the  table;  which  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  White  then  moved  the  previous  qoeation; 
which  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

The  main-question  being  put,  "  Shall  ike  Mil 
pass?"  (he  vole  was  135  yeas,  and  35  naya. 

Half  an  hour  after  the  intrcKdaetion  of  Ihe  bill, 
it  was  aent  to  tbe  Senate  for  their  ceneurreDce.    . 

Those  who  were  in  the  Houas  at  that  lime 
must  remember  the  excitement  which  prevailed 
when  Mr.  White  came  into  the  Htnise  and  an- 
nounced that  a  citizen  or  Louisiana  was  impris- 
oned in  the  jail  of  this  District.  A  bunt  of  in- 
dignation eommunicaled  itself  to  all  pans  of  the 
House.  Witnessingtheproeeedires  of  yesterday 
and  of  this  morning,  his  mind  hadreverled  lo  tht 
proceedings  of  that  day.    When  it  was  told  yes- 
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tcrdajr  Uuit  <i  freeman— «  citizen  of  the  S lute  of 
Virgiaia — a  State  wboae  motto  (accompanied  by 
the  (Mnonification  of  the  Slate  trampliiH^  upon 
the  neck  of  a  tyrant)  ia,  Sic  ttmptr  ti/rannU — that 
a  citizen  of  that  State  waa  now  confined  in  jail, 
and  advertised  to  be  sold,— he  looked  in  rain  for 
th%t  outburst  of  feeling  which  preTaited  in  the 
House  at  the  time  when  the  incident  occurred  to 
which  he  bad  already  adverted.  There  was  no 
talk  at  that  tioie  qf  ih«  question  being  a  judicial 
question,  b  was  not  then  aaid  to  he  a  matter 
which  the  House  could  not  act  upon.  There  was 
nosucbaiig;ai»enttlMn;or,  if  any  such  wereused, 
it  was  cast  aaide  instantly  by  the  House.  How 
was  it  now?  This  citisen  of  Virginia  had  been 
confined  in  the  jail  for  two  months,  nnd  was 
advertised  to  he  sold  by  the  sberifiT  for  Jail  fees. 
WhenthisaaDouncement  wasmsdetothe  House, 
was  there  aay  of  that  ardent  seal  fw  freedom 
wkioh  was  exhibited  on  the  occasion  be  had  al- 
kided  to?  Mo;  all  was  eool  and  calm;  no  mani- 
festation of  feeling  was  made  on  the  part  of  any  ! 
member  of  the  Hcmse.  Instead  of  taking  aetioo 
upon  the  ease  at  once,  it  gives  rise  to  a  protracted 
and  prolonged  debate,  and  w  continued  from  day 
to  day,  while  the  maa  remain*  injail.  And  new 
tfaey  were  told  they  must  not  inquire  into  any  of 
the  facta;  that  it  was  a  waiter  for  judicial  decis- 
ion, and  tliat  the  House  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  question,  even  if  the  man  should  lie  in  prison 
until  Ihe  end  of  time,  or  whether  he  waa  to  be 
aold  for  jail  fees.  They  were  told  that  ibey  must 
Dot  legislate  for  special  cases;  that  they  had  no 
power  to  set  the  man  at  liberty;  that  it  was  a  mai- 
ter  for  the  judiciary  alone  to  decide.  Were  they  ', 
told  this  at  the  time  when  that  act  was  passed  ? 
No.  There  was  no  inquiry  lliought  to  be  ncees- 
■ary  for  the  purpose  of  liberating  the  man  who 
was  in  prison:  rightfully  or  wrnn^rully,  he  was 
imprisoned  according  to  the  laws  of  tlie  land,  as  j 
they  ezialed  lU  that  liine.    What  was  the  conse-  | 

auenoe  i    The  House,  in  half  an  hour,  repealed  i 
le  law.     He  thought  that,  after  the  members  of 
this  House  had  taken  so  much  time  to  sleep  upon  j 
this  question,  while  Ibe  man  is  lying  injail,  ihe  [ 
House  at  least  should  take  into  consideration  the 
propriety  of  passing  an  act  by  which  tiiis  mode  ! 
of  imprisonment  should  be  abolished.  He  hoped, 
thcrefone,  the  House  would  refer  the  matter  to  a 
■elect  committee. 

He  should,  however,  rely  confidently  on  the 

■  Judiciary  Committee;  for  he  confided  in  their  love 

of  freedom,  and  he  believed  they  would  sufier 

nothing  to  interfere  between  that  love  and  their 

duty  to  the  House. 

Mr.  PAYNE  did  not  rise  to  make  a  speech  on 
thia  question;  and  certainly  he  did  not  rise  with 
the  view  of  creating  excitement;  for,  like  other 
centlemen  who  had  preceded  bim,  he  must  avail 
Eimaelf  of  the  opportunity  now  afforded  him,  to 
deprecate  excitement  on  questions  of  this  char- 
acter; and  he  did  deprecate,  as  strong  as  any  gen- 
tleman could,  the  course  pursued  by  some  who 
had  connected  the  question  of  slavery  and  of 
abolition  with  every  queotion  which  had  been 
anbaitted  to  that  House.  He  would  not  repeat 
what  biA  been  said  of  the  course  the  South  was 
determined  to  pursue,  for  that  would  lie  unneces- 
sary; bis  object  was  to  direct  his  inquiry  to  the 
propoaitioB  btfore  the  House.  And  wnat  was 
that  proposition  ?  It  was  to  refer  a  memorial  oent 
there  by  a  negro,  who  alleges  that  ho  is  a  free 
man.  Some  gentlemen  doubted  the  truth  of  that 
Btateasent,  and  he  could  not  affirm  its  truth;  but 
1m  put  it  to  the  gentlemen  who  assumed  that 
groand,  if  every  slave  from  Maryland  and  Vir- 
ginia, or  any  other  State,  who  should  escape  to 
thia  District,  would  net  pursue  the  same  course, 
•od  allege  thst  be  waa  free?  But  if  he  were,  as 
be  alle^Bd,  a  free  man  in  truth,  what  was  his 
remedy  I  It  had  been  pointed  out  seain  and 
•gain.  The  gentlemao  from  North  Carolina  [Mr. 
Saamuts]  aasured  the  House  that  it  was  only 
neceasary  to  procure  an  affidavit  of  some  person 
w^ho  bad  known  him  to  be  free,  and  on  the  sx- 
kibitioo  of  such  prdof,  he  would  be  set  free;  and 
ho  aaked  if  the  failure  to  produce  sueh  proof  was 
■•t  prima  fiuie  evidence  that  be  was  not  a  free 
maa.  The  question,  however,  into  which  this 
whole  matter  reaolved  itself,  was,  Shall  we  turn 
oar  slaves  loose  ?  He  bad  as  much  right  to  infer 
dtat  this  man  was  a  slave,  as  the  gentleman  op- 
posite had  to  infer  that  he  was  a  free  man.  But 
suppose  he  should  be  free:  was  there  any  hard.  I 


sjup  in  hokting  bim  in  arrest  until  he  demon- 
strated the  fiaet,  and  prooured  the  neeeaaary  evi- 
dence? Let  bim  i^et  a  writ  of  IM«at  carpus — 
apply  to  the  judicial  Iribunala  of  the  country, 
exhibit  bis  testimonials,  and  he  would  be  dis- 
charged. There  was  no  very  great  hardship  in 
this. 

The  honorable  genllemaa  was  here  understood 
to  allude  to  some  laws  once  exislin*  in  some  of 
the  States,  under  which  white  men  were  sold,  as 
wallas  negroes, under oertain circumstances;  hot 
he  was  heard  (oo  immrfeotly  to  be  reported  with 
accuracy.  He  argued  tk«t,  if  that  wasdeemed  no 
great' hardship,  when  whits  men  ivere concerned, 
neither  cosld  this  be  deemed  a  hardship,  in  the 
case  of  a  negrn.  But  he  hod  an  objection  to  the 
repeal  of  thia  law.  The  gcntleauui  from  Massa- 
ehusents  eusumed  that  there  was  no  man  on  that 
floor  that  wss  willing  to  perrait  that  htw  to  remain 
as  it  waa;  but  he  sboaid  dislike  exceedingly  to 
see  it  repeated.  This  Distrist  was  surrounded  by 
Stales  hoMing  slaves;  and  if  ihey  should  repeal 
^  this  law,  what  would  be  the  effect  on  the  District 
I  and. on  the  adjoining  States?  Why,  there  was 
I  not  a  alavs  in  any  of  the  Slates  of  the  Union  that 
I  would  not  endeavor  to  get  here  immediately. 
And  would  he  be  arrested  ?  Na;  the  authorities 
would  not  arrest  him;  for,  if  they  did,  they  would 
not  reoeive  their  jail  feea,  and  the  other  coals  in- 
cident theretor  consequently,  they  would  cause 
the  District  of  Colamlna  to  become  tlie  great  re- 
ceptacle for  fugitive  slaves.  Now,  who  wished 
tosse  thai  slate  of  thinp?  Who  was  there  who 
wished  this  District  to  become  the  rendezvons  of 
slaves,  or  to  disgrace  their  country  in  the  eyes  of 
foreign  Powers  by  oolleoting  here,  and  thence 
convening  to  Canada,  the  property  of  their  fel- 
low-eiiizens  of  the  United'  States  i  He  did  not 
charge  it  on  any  one;  but  it  might  be  intended  to 
make  this  District  the  rendrzvous  at  which  the 
slaves  might  assemble;  and,  in  view  of  all  these 
fads,  he  thought  it  would  be  improper  lo  subject 
this  District  to  such  an  evil,  and  the  Stales  of 
Virginia  and  of  Maryland  to  so  much  danger;  and 
he  therefore  opposed  the  proposition  before  the 
House.  He  was  opposed  to  the  referenoe,  be- 
cause he  was  opposed  to  any  modification  erf  the 
law  as  it  now  existed.  He  trusted,  however,  that 
the  House  would  act  on  the  question  now,  and 
decide  it  at  once,  and  no  longer  place  in  jeopardy, 
or  leave  in  doubt,  the  course  lo  be  pursueii  in  re- 
-lation  to  the  interests  of  th»  Stales,  more  psrtic- 
ulnrly  of  Maryland  and  Virginia,  and  the  Dis- 
trict of  Col  u«[U>i». 

Mr.  WELLER  said  this  discussion  was  a  very 
unprofitable  one;  and,  therefore,  to  get  rid  of  this 
matter,  thai  the  House  might  proceed  to  the  trans- 
aclion  of  other  important  busine8s,hewoukl  move 
Ihe  previous  question. 

Mr.  MeCONNELL  (having  first  obtsined  the 
wiilidrawal  of  the  motion  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion) made  a  few  obserralions.  If  there  was  to 
be  a  compromise  nf  the  interests  of'the  southern 
States,  he  wished  tlie  members  from  the  South  to 
know  it,  that  they  might  regulate  their  action  ac- 
cordingly. He  deemed  the  South  competent  tn 
take  care  of  itself;  be  did  not  say  this  by  way  of 
bravado;  but,  as  the  Representative  of  a  portion 
of  the  people  of  Alabama,  he  Celt  it  to  be  incum- 
bent upon  him  to  say  that  they  knew  tlieir  rights 
and  would  maintain  them;  for  certain  gentlemen 
on  that  floor  seemed  disposed  to  drive  this  Con- 
federacy into  a  bunch  of  fragments.  He  was  dis- 
posed lo  let  this  subject  go  to  a  committee,  that 
the  House  might  have  a  report  upon  it,  and  that 
the  South  might  know  what  they  were  to  expect 
and  how  they  were  to  act.  With  these  and  some 
other  remarks,  he  resumed  his  seat,  first  renew- 
ing the  motion  for  the  previous  question. 

Some  conversation  ensued  between  several  gen- 
tlemen, more  particularly  in  relation^to  the  eneot 
of  the  previous  question. 

The  SPEAKER  then  took  the  vole  on  the  pre- 
vious question;  which  waa  determined  in  the  af- 
firmative, by  a  majority  of  75  to  40. 

The  main  question  was  then  ordered  to  be  put; 
and  the  memoaal  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  PEYTON  moved  an  adjournment;  which 
was  negatived — ayes  65,  noes  67. 

GENUIAL  J.'iCKSON's  FINE. 

Mr.  SUDEIX  presented  the  following  reso- 
lution* of  the  Legislature  of  Louisiana;  which 


were  read,  and  comntttedto  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole: 

Be  it  raotnd  hyikeSetulte  ant  Hoitn  ofltrprAatttttr'a  if 
the  SiaUof  LtuSnnuL,  im  6m€ralJlmeaMy<»mvnt*,Tbn 
nut  SeniuoM  in  Uongm*  nnri  inemberi  uV  tlw  llnun  of 
Bi'prewntaUvo  be  requeued  to  use  ilieir  beM  eiutoaTors 
10  procure  Ihe  puufo  of  a  Uw  u>  reatorc  to  <3onetsl  An- 
drew Jackion  »1,000,  wHIi  aii  percMM.  peranmsi  ini^M, 


Iteiuf  the  smmMK  of  iiie  flne  Wnpoted  m  bisi  by  Jadte  b' 
A.  Hull,  on  Frid*r>  Mk  3Ut  March,  ISIS. 

Ut  U/artktr  rnalvnl,  ^c.,  Tliat,  in  caae  fscb  a  law  ahall 
nut  be  paa«!d  by  the  next  leaaon  of  Congrea,  that  Uie  Le- 
(blaluro  or  this  suite  will  direct  the  tun  oC  «l,'00ia  be 
paid,  wiih  iateieat,  betits  ih«  a«amii  of  the  Aae  taMaed 
on  Ueneral  Jackaoa  by  iudfo  U.  A.  HoH. 

Bt  it  /iirtker  retotval,  fc.  That  lUe  Corernpr  be  re- 
((uested  lo  imntmil  cii|iies  of  the  nlmve  reaoluilnns  to  oiir 
aenatora  and  Repreaeniailvea  is  CentrcH,  and  lo  Oenenil 
Aadiew  iscfcaen. 

C.  DERBI6NY, 
Sptaker  of  the  Home  of  n»runite<fr«t. 
KEMX  fiAROlA, 

PreiUmt «/  M«  5Ma<(. 

Approved,  April  S,  1643.  . 

A.  MOUTON, 
Oivemor  of  Ike  State  o/  Lottiritnt. 
Mr.  SLIDEILL  moved  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  ths 
state  nf  the  Union,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up 
the  bill  tn  refund  the  fine  of  General  Jackson. 

The  SPEAKER  remarked  that  the  motion  waa 
not  in  order. 

Mr.  SLIDEILL  then  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rules,  to  give  him  the  opportunity  to  make  that 
motion;  and  on  this  motion  he  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays.  In  making  this  motion,  he  begged 
permission  to  aiaie  that  this  measure  was  caTled 
for  by  seventeen  sovereign  States  of  the  Union; 
and  he  wished  to  know  who  the  gentlemen  were 
that  were  opposed  to  it. 

The  vens  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Hunt  moved  an  adjournment- 
Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  that  moiion.    [Cries  of"  Oh,  no  !" 
"Vote  it  down!"] 

The  motion  to  adjourn  was  negatived.. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  taken  on  the  mo- 
lion  to  suspend  the  rules,  and  resulted — yeas  116, 
nays  40,  as  follows: 

YEAS— McMn.  Anderpnn,  BeardMey,  Belser,  Benton, 
Bldlack,  Jniiies  BInck,  Jameti  A.  Black,  Blackwell,  Bn«- 
fler.  Bower,  Bowlin,Boyd,  Jitcob  Bi:iiike>hoir  Brodbead, 
Aarnn  V.  BmwB,  William  J.  Brows,  Bsrke,  Bsn,  Cald- 
wall,  OainpbelL  Cary,  Cailin,  CUolon,  Cobb,  Colea,Cn)aa, 
Cullom,  Dana,  Dnniel,  Richard  D.  Daria,  John  W.  Davis, 
Dawson,  Dean,  Dickinson,  DJtliii^hani,  Ooualns,  Duncai, 
I  Ellis, Farlee,  Ficklin,  Footer,  FrenHi.Gitmer,  Byrain  Green, 
I  Hale,  Hamlin,  Ilarahioa,  Hardin,  Hetiley,  Herrick,  Hitllaea, 
Ttogc,  Ilnnkina,  Houston,  Hubbell,  Hughes,  Hunipirlhrd, 
Jaoics  B.  Hunt,  Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  Jameson,  Cave  Jobn- 
i  son,  Andrew  Jolinson.  Gcori^  W.  Jones,  Kennedy,  Preston 
I  Kin^,  Kirkpntrtck,  Labranche,  Lewis,  Lacas,  Lumpkin, 
McCaoslen,  McCkmand,  McOoanell,  McDowell,  McKay, 
Josepli  Morris.  Norris,  i>armenter,  Payne,  Pellil,  Peyton, 
I  Elirha  R.   Poller,   Pratt,   Purdy,  David  S.  Reid,  Redini;, 
Relfi'.  Rhett,  Russell.  St.  John,  Sample,  Saniidera,  David 
L.  Sn'inour,  Thomas  H.  Seymour,  gimoiiB.  Simpson,  SI1-* 
didl,  Thomaii  SmKli.  Robert  Smith,  BtcennMl,  Stetaon,  Jolm 
Stewart,  Slyles,  Stone,  Sykas,  Taylor,  Tlioinasson,  Thomp- 
son, Tlbbaus,  Welter,  Wentwonli,  Wlieatnn,  White,  Wil- 
liams. Wilkins,  and  Joseph  A.  Wri|ht— 116. 

NAYS  —  Messrs.  Adams,  Barrinfer,  Barnard,  MMlon 
Bmwn,  Buttnston,  Carroll.  Cliognian,  Cnllamer, Cranston, 
Garrett  Davis,  Ueberry,  Dickey,  Fisli,  Floreiice,  Foot, 
Frick,  Willis  Green,  Grider,  Harper,  Hudson,  Waamnftoa 
Hunt.  Jenks,  Pertey  B.Johnson, Daniel  P.  King,  Meflmine, 
Msran,  Edward  J.  Morris,  Mnrae,  Moseley,  Pntteraon, 
Rti(«is,  Senter,  Severance,  Stephens,  I'ilden,  Tyler,  Vance, 
Vanmeier,  Vintoo,  and  VVintiirT>p — 40. 

So  the  rules  were  suspended. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SLIDELL,  the  House  re- 
solved itself  into  the  Committee  of  fMfe  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Davis,  of  Indiana, 
in  the  chair.) 

Mr.  SLIDELL  moved  that  the  committee  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  introduced 
by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvsnia,  [Mr.  C.  J. 
iNSEasoLL,]  10  refund  the  fine  imposed  on  Oen- 
enil Andrew  Jackson. 

Mr.  BARNARD  suggested  thst  the  raotron 
was  not  in  order,  there  being  pirevioas  bnsinesa 
before  ihe£oramiltee  of  the  Whole,  not  yet  dis- 
posed of. 

The  CHAIRMAN  said  that  there  was  pTCviooa 
business  undisposed  of;  but  it  was  competent  for 
the  committee  to  lay  it  aside,  and  take  up  other 
business. 

Mr.  WELLER  moved  to  postpone  ths  busi- 
ness before  Ihe  committee;  and  the  motion  being 
adopted — 

Mr.  SLIDELL  renewed  his  motion  to  tske  up 
the  bill  to  refood  the  fine  imposed  on  Qeneral 
Jackson;  which  motion  was  decided  io  the  affirm- 
ative, without  a  division. 
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The  bill  having  been  read, 

Mr.  STEPHENS  lubmitted  the  followiog  sab- 
•titute,  in  the  form  of  an  amendment: 

That  the  mm  of  $1,000,  tofPther  triih  InMreM  Ibereon, 
■t  the  late  of  tix  per  cent,  per  annnn,  •ince  the  31st  day 
of  Merch,  1815,  be,  and  the  Mme  i«  hereby,  given,  grantrd, 
aad  appcopriated,  to  and  for  thfr4i8«  and  beneflt  of  General 
Ambew  Jaekaon ;  and  the  laroe  be  paid  lo  him  out  of  any 
moneya  in  the  Tieasury  not  othenriae  appmpnaled.ii  being 
the  amount  ofa  flns  paid  by  him  for  a  contempt  of  the  dia- 
Iilet  conn  of  the  United  Statca  at  New  Oileana,  at  the  time 
aftireaaid:  Provided,  That  nothing  herein  contained  ihoJI 
be  Intended  to  be  ao  eonatroed  hi  to  Imply  any  eenaure 
npon  the  Judge  who  Impoeed  aajd  fine,  or  hi  any  way  to 
question  the  propriety  or  hia  deciaioo  in  said  case. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INOERSOLL  rose  fur  the  purpose 
merely  of  raying  it  was  not  his  intention  to  de- 
bate this  question — indeed,  the  state  of  his  health 
would  not  permit  him  to  do  so — but  to  say  that 
the  eentleman  from  Louisiana  [Mr.  Slidell] 
would  more  correctly  represent  this  matter  than 
he  could,  as  it  was  more  interesting  to  bis  con- 
stituents. Rehad  no  doubt  but  the  subject  woQid 
be  much  better  taken  care  of  by  that  gentleman 
than  by  him.  In  regard  to  the  amendment  of- 
fered by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  he  could 
only  ray  that  the,  bill  was  drawn  in  such  a  way 
as  to  apply  no  sort  of  censure  on  the  judge  or 
anybody  else.  If  it  was  thought  proper  to  intro- 
duce that  subject,  he  would  only  observe  that  he 
had  taken  great  care  to  inform  himself  of  all  the 
particulars  in  regard  to  it,  and  that  it  would  be 
better  for  the  memory  of  the  judge  to  let  the  mat- 
ter sleep.  Other  gentlemen,  it  was  true,  might 
think  differently;  butns  the  bill  contained  no  sort 
of  eenaure  on  the  judge,  there  was  no  cause  for 
the  introduction  of  the  amendment. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  would,  with  great  deference 
for  the  gentleman  who  had  just  taken  his  seal,  in- 
form him  that  he,  loo,  had  taken  some  pains  to 
inform  himself  on  this  subject;  and  he  could  say, 
that  so  far  from  there  being  injustice  in  his  re- 
mark that  the  less  said  on  the  subject  would  be 
better  for  the  memory  of  Che  jud^e,  it  would  be 
better  for  the  memory  nf  General  Jackson  him- 
self that  it  should  be  permitiod  to  sleep.  For  the 
truth  of  this,  he  would  refer  ihc  gentleman  to  the 
majority  and  minority  reports  ^,■,^  this  subject  at 
the  lastsessiou,  where  he  would  find  that  hot  one 
fact  alleged  in  the  re|>ort  of  the  mniority  had  been 
refuted  in  thatof  the  minority.  Inmsopinion,llie 
Judge  deserved  ns  much  praise  for  his  firmness 
in  defending  the  lawv,  as  the  General  did  for  de- 
fending the  city.  Me  detracted  nothing  from 
General  Jackson,  or  his  meritorious  defense  nf 
New  Orleans.  The  genirul  stood  high  in  his 
estimation;  but,  high  as  he  stood  in  his  favor,  nnd 
in  that  of  the  whole  country,  lie  would  sny  that 
the  judge,  on  that  occasion,  showed  more  moral 
firmness  than  did  the  general  who  defended  the 
city;  and  he  was  convinced,  that  in  future  ages, 
the  judge  would  stand  higher  in  the  public  esti- 
mation for  his  defense  of  ihe  laws  than  the  general 
would  for  defending  the  city.  He  had  offered  this 
amendment  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
should  offer  it  again  when  the  bill  came  into  the 
House,  and  call  for  the  yeas  aqd  nays  on  it,  that 
tlie  vote  mi^ht  go  forth  to  the  country. 

Mr.  SLIDELL.  I  had  expected  that  the  hon- 
orable member  from  Pennsylvania — who,  by  his 
position  as  one  of  the  minority  of  the  Judiciary 
Committee  in  the  last  Congress,  as  the  author  of 
the  report  of  the  minority  on  the  subject  of  the 
remission  of' the  fine  imposed  on  General  Jack- 
son, and  the  introducer  of  the  bill  now  under  dis- 
cussion, has  justly  acquired  ilic  title  of  its  cham- 
pion— would  have  relieved  me  fronvo duty  which 
ne  is  so  much  more  competent  to  discharge.  1 
am,  consequently,  not  prepared  to  treat  the  subr 

^'ect  so  methodically  as  I  could  have  wished;  and 
'.  therefore  hope  that  the  House  will  excuse  me 
for  not  being  as  fully  prepared  as  I  could  have 
desired  to  be.  I  shaU  not  pretend  to  enter  into 
any  minute  investigation  of  the  facts  of  the  case, 
or  offer  any  elaborate  argument  in  its  support. 
The  able  and  conclusive  pamphlet  which  he  has 
published  on  this  subject,  and  which,  on  the  in- 
troduction of  the  bill,  he  caused  to  be  placed  on 
our  tables,  has  rendered  any  elaborate  argument 
in  its  support  superfluous.  But  the  peculiar  po- 
sitions which  I  and  my  colleagues  from  Louisiana 
occupy  in  relation  to  it  imperatively  calls  upon  us 
for  at  least  a  passing  remark. 

It  has  been  one  of  the  chief  grounds' of  objec- 
tion urged  against  the  reimburaement  of  the  fine 
imposed  upon  General  Jackson,  that  his  conduct 


in  relation  to  the  arrest  of  Louallier  and  Hall  im- 
puted treason  and  disaffection  to  a  large  portion 
of  the  citizen*  of  IjOttisiana;  that  the  original 
proclamation  of  martial  law  was  a  gratuitous  act 
of  unnecessary  rigor,  indicative  of  the  despotic 
temper  of  the  commanding  general;  and  that, 
even  if  it  could  be  palliated  or  justified  by  any 
supposed  necessity  at  the  time  of  its  adoption, 
that  necessity  had  ceased  to  exist  before  the  oc- 
currence of  the  eircumsCancea  which  led  to  the 
imposition  of  the  fine  by  Judge  Hall.  It  was. 
urged  that,  by  the  passage  of  an  fct  reimburaing 
the  fine,  the  unjust  imputation  cast  upon  our  cit- 
izens by  General  Jackson  would  b«  indorsed  by 
the  legislature  of  the  Union;  and  that  the  dele- 
gation fromLouisiai)a  were  especially  called  upon 
to  refute  the  slander,  by  rejecting  the  bill. 

Such  waa  the  ground  occupied  in  the  last  Con- 
gress by  our  Senatora;  and  such,  I  presume,  wu 
the  reason  why  a  majority  of  our  Representatives 
on  this  floor  failed  to  give  the  bill  that  hearty  and 
cordial  support  which  would  certainly  liave  se- 
cured its  passage.  I  wish  not  to  be  understood 
as  calling  in  question,  even  by  indirection,  the 
motives  of  those  who  then  represented  the  State 
of  Louisiana.  The  Legislature  of  Louisiana,  at 
its  last  session,  with  a  decided  Whig  ascendency 
in  both  Houses,  passed — unanimously  in  the  Sen- 
ate, and  by  an  overwhelming  majority  in  the  pop- 
ular branch — instructions  directing  their  Senators 
and  'Representatives  to  use  their  best  endeavore 
to  procure  (he  passage  ofa  law  to  return  to  Qen- 
ereil  Andrew  Jackson  |1,000,  with  six  per  cent, 
per  annum  interest,  being  the  amount  of  the  fine 
Imposed  by  Judge  D.  A.  Hall.  The  report  of  the 
committee  of  the  Legislature  which  accompanied 
these  resolutions  affords  the  most  triumphant 
refutation  of  all  the  cHarges  of  injustice,  tyranny, 
and  oppression,  which  have  been  so  freely  brought 
against  General  Jackson;  and  the  documents 
which  are  attached  to  it,  embodying  the  testimo- 
ny of  some  of  our  most  intelligent  and  estimable 
ciiizens,  would,  even  in  the  absence  of  all  other 
evidence,  fully  sustain  the  committee  in  the  con- 
clusions to  which  they  arrived.  The  important 
duty  of  electing  a  Senator  ot  the  United  Slates  for 
six  years  devolved  upon  this  same  Whig  Legis- 
lature, at  its  last  session.  The  Senator  whose 
term  was  about  to  expire  was  a  gfntleman  of  ac- 
knowledged ability' and  irreproachable  character 
— a  politician  distinguished  for  his  uncompro- 
mising party  fidelity.  He  was n candidate  for  re- 
election; and  yet,  in  derogation  of  what  may  al- 
most be  considered  an  establislied  4)snge,  he  waa 
setaslde,  and  another  member  of  Ills  party,  equally 
uncompromising  in  his  pnlilical  principles,  was 
chosen  in  his  stead:  and  why?  Because  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  his  own  party  strongly  dis- 
approved of  his  course  in  relation  to  this  bill.  I 
make  this  statement  in  no  unkind  feeling.  With 
both  the  gentlemen  who  then  represented  Louis- 
iana in  the  Senate  I  have  been  for  many  years  on 
terms  of  friendship — I  might  say,  of  intimacy.  I 
entertain  for  them  the  most  unqualified  respect; 
and  my  only  object,  in  these  remarks,  is  to  show 
that  they  were  not  sustained  in  this  matter  by 
their  own  party  in  the  Legislature  of  Louisiana. 
The  people  of  Louisiana  have  expressed  their 
feelings  in  a  tone  equally  unequivocal.  The  pres- 
ence here  of  an  undivided  Democratic  delegation 
is  the  most  significant' response  that  could  by  them 
be  given  to  thequeation — shall  the  fine  imposed 
by  D.  A.  Hall  on  Andrew  Jackson  be  refunded  ) 

It  is  true,  indeed,  that  this  was  not  one  of  the 
issues  presented  in  our  elections,  for  no  candidate 
coulil  have  been  found  to  venture  upon  a  canvass 
in  any  district  of  Louisiana,  and  avow  his  oppo- 
sition to  the  principle  of  this  bill;  but  the  people 
thought  it  safer  to  confine  its  advocacy  and  sup- 
port to  those  who  would  discharge  that  trust  with 
zeal  as  well  as  fideUty.  Were  the  details  of  this 
question  as  familiar  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States  generally  as  they  are  in  Louisiana;  or  were 
the  House  not  composed  in  so  great  a  proportion 
of  new  membera,  who  may  not  be  acquainted 
with  the  reports  and  discussions  of  previous  ses- 
sions, I  should  abstain  altogether  from  any  ex- 
amination of  the  case;  but  1  trust,  as  the  subject 
may  be  comparatively  new  to  some  of  the  mem- 
bers, I  may  be  permitted  to  trespass  on  the  in- 
dulgence of  the  House  in  making  a  concise  sum- 
mary of  its  more  salient  points. 

I  shall  endeavor  to  be  brief,  and,  consequently, 
shall  not  enter  into  any  examinalioo  of  the  prin- 


ciples of  martial  law,  or  of  the  law  of  contempts. 
In  the  autumn  of  18U,  General  Andrew  Jackson, 
from  a  fortunate  concurrence  of  cirenmslances, 
which  would  almost  seem  to  be  providential,  was 
appointed  to  the  command  of  the  seventh  mili- 
tary district,  in  which  Louisiana  waa  comprised. 
He  had  first  become  known  beyond  the  limilf  of 
Tennessee  by  his  services  at  the  head  of  the  vol- 
unteer militia  of  that  State,  in  the  campaign  of 
1813-14,  against' the  Creek  Iqdians.  Althoiigii 
much  enfeebled  by  disease,  he,  by  bis  unceasing 
activity  and  indomitable  energy,  under  circnm- 
•tancea  the  moat  unfavorable,  by  a  succession  of 
bold  and  rapid  movements,  had,  in  a  few  monlha, 
completely  broken  the  spirit  of  that  powerful  and 
martial  tribe,  and  reduced  them  to  subjection. 
He  had  manifested,  on  a  more  obscnn  theater, 
and  against  a  barbarous  foe,  those  great  qualities 
which  were  soon  to  distinguish  bira  in  a  conflict 
on  which  the  eyes  of  all  nations  were  tomed. 
He  was  about  to  measure  his  strength  with  the 
most  accomplished  veteran  generals  of  the  age, 
at  the  bead  of  a  most  numerous  and  best  appoint- 
ed regular  army  that  ever  waa  raived  for  oattle 
on  this  continent.  He  had  no  military  experi- 
ence. He  had  probably  never  perused  a  military 
treatise.  He  knew  notningof  strategy,asaiian, 
"  nor  the  division-of  a  battle  knew,  more  than  a 
spinster."  Buthehad  that  within  him,byQod's 
gift,  which  more  than  supplied  the  place  of  all 
that  less  favored  mortaU  could  only  have  acquired 
by  years  of  study  and  practice.  He  was  bom  a 
solaicr,  in  the  most  comprehensive  tense  of  the 
word. 

And  here  let  me  he  permitted  to  my,  that  I, 
for  one,  do  not  sympathize  with  what  I  consider 
a  sickly  affectation  of  the  day — the  clamor  against 
(to  use  the  popular  parlance)  military  chieftains. 
1  consider  that,  to  be  a  great  soldier,  requires  a 
combination  of  all  the  highest  qualities  wniebgo 
to  constitute  greatness  in  any  defiarlment  of  active 
life.  There  may  be  no  particular  talent  necessair 
to  maneuver  a  well-appointed  force  in  the  field; 
and  some  of  the  most  important  battles  which 
history  has  recorded  have  probably  been  gained 
by  very  inferior  men.  But  the  fsuMiliy  of  com- 
manding masses  of  men;  to  prod uce  order  from 
chaos;  to  reduce  to  discipline  the  most  stubborn 
and  discordant  materials;  to  infuse  into  an  amy 
the  confidence  whicWis  always  the  precursor  of 
victory;  to  communicate  the  electric  sparit  of  en- 
thusiasm, which  is  the  vital  principle  of  all  high 
and  noble  daring,  without  which  an  army  is  bat 
a  espul  morluum — an  inert  and  lifeles*  mass.  This 
is,  indeed,  to  be  great;  take  my  word  for  it.  The 
man  who  can  do  ihis  will  be  distinguished  in  the 
cabinet  as  in  the  field.  The  great  soldiers  of  all 
countries  nnd  ages  have  been  great  statesmen;  and 
Jackson  was  no  exception  to  this  rule.  He  has 
had  many  disiinsuished  men  about  him;  but  in- 
stead (as  many  had  supposed  would  be  the  ease 
when  he  wnxelcvnted  to  the  Presidency)  of]  beiag 
n  mere  nominal  President,  an  instrument  in  the 
hands  nf  other  and  abler  men,  he  was  the  master- 
spirit of  his  party,  and  stamf>ed  hia  own  impress 
on  everything  that  surrounded  him.  The  repo- 
taiion  of  such  a  man  belongs  to  his  eouAry,  and 
it  should  be  our  care  that  no  undeaerved  stain 
should  rest  upon  it;  that  the  judgment  which  the 
sentence  of  nn  unjust  and   prejudiced  tribunal 

Sronounced  upon  him  should  be  reveraed  by  the 
.epreseniMives  of  the  American  people. 
At  the  time  of  GeneralJackaon's  appointment, 
he  established  his  headquarters  4it  Mobile.  A 
British  force  had  been  landed  at  Penmcola,  in  tbs 
adjoining  pretended  neutral,  but  really  hoatile. 
Territory  of  Florida.  The  British  commander 
there,  had,  by  his  emissaries,  endeavored  to  to' 
men t  discord  and  treason  among  the  people  of 
Louisiana.  He  had  issued  a  proclamation  to 
them,  in  which  be  announced  the  approaching 
arrival  of  a  large  British  force  to  take  possession 
of  the  country;  and  invited  the  Spaniards,  Freneb- 
men,  Italians,  and  Englishman,  residing  in  Lou- 
isiana, to  make  common  causa  with  the  invaders; 
promising  relief  from  taxation,  guarantees  for 
their  laws,  religion,  and'property.  Copies  of  this 
proclamation  were  distributed  over  the  whole 
country  between  the  Mobile  river  and  the  Mis- 
sissippi. The  British  were  permitted  to  garrison 
the  forts  at  Pensacola. 

Jackson,  with  his  aocualomed  energy,  deter- 
mined upon  the  occupation  of  Pensacola;  and  t« 
deprive  the  enemy  of  a  place  of  shelter  and  refuge 
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which  theyposseased  if  not  through  the  bad  faith, 
at  leaat  through  the  ureakness,  of  our  professedly 
neotral  neighoors.  He  accordingtv  marched  to 
*  Pemacola,  and  haring  driven  out  the  enemy  and 
destroyed  the  fortilieationa,  returned  to  Mobile. 
He  soon  after  proceeded  to  New  Orleans,  where 
he  arrlTed  on  the  3d  of  December.  Let  ns  now 
take  a  brief  retrospect  of  the  position  of  affairs  at 
that  time. 

The  British  army  of  inTasion  was  on  the  coast 
— an  army  composed  of  fifteen  thoumnd  veterans, 
flushed  with  a  siiecession  of  Tietories  recently 
achieved  over  the  most  warlike  people  of  Europe, 
commanded  by  experienced  generals,  sustained 
by  a  nameroos  fleet  having  command  of  all  the 
■hores  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  the  choice  of 
all  the  numeroas  approaches  which  the  peculiar 
formation  of  the  delta  of  the  Mississippi  offers  to 
■n  invading  force.  * 

To  repel  the  attacks  of  the  enemy,  Jackson  had 
bat  a  force  of  little  more  than  two  thousand  men, 
the  greater  part  of  whom  were  militia,  (of  course 
nndisciplined,)  imperfectly  armed,  and  composed 
of  nen  of  all  nations,  and  of  every  hue  of  color. 
The  Legislature — the  sccpnd  elected  under  the 
State  constitution — was  then  in  session.  Gen- 
eral Jackson  was  comparatively  in  a  land  of  stra,n- 
gen.  He  did  not  understand  the  language'bf  the 
majority  of  the  inhabitants ;  he  of  course  could  nbt  \ 
eommoae  fireely  with  them,  and  was  necessarily  I 
obliged  to  judge  of  their  ftelings  and  disposition 
from  the  representations  of  others.  On  whom. 
■hoold  he  more  naturally  rely  forsuch  information 
than  on  the  man  who  had,  in  the  first  i  nstance ,  been 
•elected  by  Jefferson  asOovernorofthe  ceded  ter- 
ritory of  Louisiana;  and  who  had  since,  by  the 
people  of  Louisiana  admitted  into  the  great  Con- 
federacy of  States,  been  elected  as  their  first  Chief 
Magistrate?  It  appears,  from  all  the  testimony, 
that  Jackson  did  rely  much  upon  the  information 
of  the  Qovernor.  indeed,  this  reliance  is  made 
a  aimtter  of  grave  and  frequent  animadversion  by 
Jtidge  Martjn,  upon  whom  the  opponents  of  the 
bill,  and  especially  the  majority  of  the  Judiciary 
Committee  of  last  session,  in  their  adverse  report, 
mainly  rely,  and  cite  as  the  most  accredited  au- 
thority. Crovernor  Claiborne  had  repeatedly,  in 
his  correspondence,  expressed  his  distrust  of  the 
fldelity  of  a  portion  of  the  population  of  Loaisi- 
ana;  and  declared  that  the  militia  had  been  en- 
cosraged  in  their  disobedience  of  a  requisition  of 
Jackson's  predecessor,  Plournoy,  by  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  State.  The  Legislature  had  beeii  in 
•esaioo  since  the  lOth  November.  Governor  Clai- 
borne represented  their  fidelity  as  very  doubtful; 
■eemed  suspicious  of  some  bad  design  at'thcir 
prolonged  session;  and  appeared  extremely  de- 
sirous that  they  should  adjourn.  On  the  14th 
December  the  Governor  proposed  to  the  Legisla- 
ture the  suspension  of  the  writ  of  habeas  carjina, 
which  was  refused.  On  the  15th  December,  news 
reached  the  city  of  the  destruction  of  the  small 
flotilla  of  gun-boats  on  Lake  Borgne,  under  the 
command  of  Lieutenant  Jones,  by  which  all  the 
avenues  of  the  city  were  left  open  to  the  enemy. 
Martial  law  was  then  proclaimed  in  the  city  of 
New  Orleans  and  its  environs.  The  necessity  of 
tbia  measure  appears  to  have  been  admitted  by 
every  one.  It  is  distinctly  proved  that  it  was  so 
by  Judge  Hall. 

On  the  16th,  Governor  Claiborne  advised  the 
adjournment  of  the  Legislature  for  twenty-five 
days.  He  said  that  the  time  was  certainly  in- 
auspicious for  that_  cool  and  mature  legislation 
necessary  to  the  formation  of  good  laws;  that  the 
enemy  menaced  the  capital,  and  how  soon  he 
woaM  edect  his  landing  was  uncertain.  Every 
band  should  be  raised  to  repel  him,  and  every 
moment  occupied  in  arranging  and  completing 
means  of  defense.  The  House  of  Representa- 
tivesconcurred  with  the  report  of  their  committee, 
who  considered  an  adjournment  as  inexpedient. 
Siould  the  Houses  adjourn  for  the  proposed  pe- 
riod, few  members  would  have  time  to  leave  the 
city;  and  if  they  did,  their  mileages  would  ex- 
ceed their  expenses  if  they  continued  their  sit- 
ting. 

The  reasons  urged  in  the  report,  as  stated  by 
Martin,  are  not  calculated  to  give  a  very  exalted 
opinion  pf  the  patriotism  of  those  who  opposed 
the  adjournment.  It  is  evident  that,  however 
much  they  may  have  been  disposed  to  demon- 
•trale  their  patriotism  by  speeches  and  resolu- 
tions, they  had  no  intention  of  giving  the  only 


possible  practical  evidence  of  it,  by  joining 
ranks  of  their  countrymen  in  the  field. 


the 


On  the  23d,  the  British  amiy  effected  its  land- 
ing, without  opposition;  and  fh*  first  intelligence 
of  it  was  the  appearance  of  a  division  of  five 
thousand  men  on  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi, 
within  five  miles  of  New  Orleans,  on  the  after- 
noon of  that  day.  Jackson,  by  one  of  those 
happy  inspirations  which  only  occur  to  men  of 
genius,  determined  to  atthck  the  invaders,  al- 
though he  could  not  muster  half  their  force.  Ac- 
cordingly, on  the  night  of' the  23d,  he  marched 
from  the  city  with  his  motley  but  gallant  band, 
and  made  so  vigorous  an  onslaught  as  to  force 
them  to  retreat  in  confusion.  This  sally,  which, 
if  it  had  proved  unsuccessful,  would  have  been  de- 
nounced as  a  piece  of  Cluixotic  temerity,  showed 
the  consommate  prudence,  skill,  and  sagacity  of 
our  improvised  warrior.  He  had,  indeed,  stepped 
forth  as  the  fabled  Minerva,  completely  clothed 
in  all  the  panoply  of  war.  With  him,  as  a  sol- 
dier, there  was  no  interval  between  infancy  and 
the  vigor  of  manhood.  That  night  was  decisive 
of  the  campaign.  The  enemy,  believing  that 
only  superiority  of  numbers  could  have  inspired 
the  courage  necessary  for  such  an  attack,  determ- 
ined to  await  the  arrival  of  the  remainder  of  their 
force.  They  did  not  attempt  to  advance,  but 
threw  up  intrenchments  to  protect  themselves 
from  further  attaclC. 

This  delay  afforded  time  for  the  arrival  of  con- 
siderable detachments  of  the  brave  militia  of  Lou- 
isiana, Mississippi,  and  the  West.  The  grand 
assault  was  made  on  the  8th  of  January,  and  the 
result  of  it  is  tod  well  known  to  require  mention 
now.  It  was  the  crowning  event  of  the  war.  Its 
anniversary  is  generally  celebrated  as  a  national 
festival;  its'  glory  has  completely  ecHpscd  that  of 
the  23d  Decembier;  and  yet  military  men  gener- 
ally concede  that  more  credit  should  be  accorded 
to  him  for  this  bold  and  mnsteriy  movement  than 
for  all  his  subsequent  services  in  this  glorious  and 
'memoAble  campaign.  From  this  time  until  the 
19th  of  January,  the  British  army  remained  in- 
active. They  then  broke  up  their  camp  on  the 
banks  of  the  Mississippi,  and  the  greater  part  of 
the  survivors  reembarked  on  board  of  the  British 
fleet;  leaving,  however,  a  sufficient  force  to  secure 
the  (lasses  with  lake  Borgne,  a/id  to  command  the 
entrance  of  the  bayou  by  which  they  had  pene- 
trated to  the  Mississippi.  The  fleet  remained  on 
the  coast,  and  besieged  Fdrt  Bowyer,  at  Mobile 
Point,  which  capitulated  on  the  12th  February. 
On  the  18th  February,  Mr.  Edward  Livingston, 
Colonel  Mansel  White,  and  others,  who  had  pro- 
ceeded to  the  British  fleet  with  a  flagof  truce,  re- 
turned with  informal  intelligence  that  a  treaty  of 
peace  had  been  concluded  at  Ghent;  but  no  com- 
munication to  this  effect  was  made  by  the  British 
commanders.  The  force  of  the  British  (though 
greatly  diminished  by  their  short  but  fatal  cam- 
paign) was  still  suflicientiy  formidable  to  require 
unabated  vigilance  on  the  part  of  Jackson.  To 
hRve  disbanded  his  forces  would  hai^ebeen  to  in- 
vite an  attack  from  an  enemy  smarting  under  the 
disgrace  of  a  recent  and  ignorainions  defeat.  To 
have  relaxed  the  discipline  of  his  camp,  would 
have  exposed  him  to  the  just  censure  of  those 
whose  safety  such  imprudence  would  have  jeop- 
arded. 

Louallier,  a  member  of  the  Legislature,  a 
Frenchman  by  birth,  one  of  those  who,  either 
from  disaffection  to  his  adopted  country,  or  from 
a  feeling  of  blind  hostility  towards  the  Governor 
and  General  Jackson,  had  been  conspicuous  for 
his  opposition  in  all  the  measures  proposed  by 
them,  had  published  in  one  of  the  newspapers  a 
seditious  appeal  to  his  countrymen,  in  which  he 
stimulated  them  to  disobedience  of  the  ordera  of 
the  commanding  general.  Jackson  caused  him 
to  be  arrested  on  the  Sth  March  On  the  same 
day,  application  was  made  to  Judge  Hall,  of  the 
United  States  district  court,  for  a  writ  of  Habeas 
corpus,  on  the  ground  of  his  illegal  imprisonment. 
A  writ  was  accordingly  issued  by  order  of  Judge 
Hall;  but,  before  it  was  served  upon  him,  Jack- 
son caused  Hall  to  be  arrested  for  interfering 
with  his  authority  in  the  limits  of  his  camp.  I 
do  not  think  it  worth  while  to  examine  particu- 
larly Into  the  discrepancies  and  changes  of  date 
on  this  writ  of  habeas  corpus.  They  are  of  no 
consequence  as  regards  the  substantial  merits  of 
the  question,  although  they  afford  to  my  mind 
pregnant  indications  of  the   disposition  of  the 


judge  to  mix  himself  np  in  this  matter  more  as  a 
volunteer — an  officious  intermeddler — than  as 
high  functionary,  called  npon  to  discharge  a  del- 
icate  but  responsible  duty. 

On  the  6tb  March,  unofficial  intelligence  of  the 
signature  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent  was  received  by 
General  Jackson;  although,  by  some  unaccount- 
able error  of  the  War  Department,  at  the  same 
time,  and  by  the  same  conveyance, he  received  an 
order  to  levy  additional  troops.  This  intelligence 
was  immediately  communicated  to  the  British 
General,  Lambert,  with  a  proposition  to  suspend 
hostilities;  which  was  refused.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, Jackson  considered  it  imprudent  to 
suspend  martial  law;  but,  on  the  13th  March, 
officiiU  news  of  peace  was  received ;  of  which  proc- 
lamation was  immediately  made,  the  military  dis- 
banded, and  martial  law  abolished.  On  the  I3th 
March,  Hall  had  been  conducted  beyond  the  lim- 
its of  the  camp  and  released,  with  ordera  not  to 
return  until  peace  should  have  been  proclaimed. 
On  the  27th  March,  Jackson  appeared  in  the  Uni- 
ted States  court,  to  answer  to  a  rule  to  show  cause 
why  an  attachment  should  not  issue  against  him 
for  a  contempt  of  court.  He  offered  a  written  de- 
fense, verified  by  his  oath;  but  the  court  would 
not  even  permit  It  to  be  read,  and  peremptorilv 
refused  to  allow  it  to  be  spread  upon  the  record.' 
On  the  31st,  he  again  appeared  in  court,  when 
written  interrogatories  were  propounded  to  him, 
to  which  he  declined  answering;  when  the  fine 
of  f  1,000  was  imposed  upon  him,  and  immediate- 
ly paid. 

Time  will  not  permit  me  to  enter  into  a  critical 
examination  of  tnese  proceedings.  Irregularities 
and  anomalies  of  every  kind  might  be  found  in 
them;  but  let  us  recur  to  a  few  prominent  points 
as  landmarks  in  the  discussion  of  the  question 
whether  this  fine  was  properly  imposed,  and 
whether  it  ought  not  to  be  refunded.  I  will  take 
it  for  granted — what  no  one,  at  any  time,  has 
ventured  seriouslj  to  contest — that  Jackson  was 
justified  by  the  circumstances  in  the  declaration 
of  martial  law  on  the  ISlh  of  December;  and  I 
shall  also  admit,  for  the  purpose  of  simplifying 
the  question,  (an  admission  pro  hoc  vice  only;  for 
I  uttefTy  reject  and  repudiate  it  as  a  principle,) 
that  a  judge  has  a  right  to  punish  summarily ,  and 
without  the  intervention  of  ajury,an  offense  com- 
mitted against  him  out  of  court.  The  essence  of 
every  cnme,  offense,  or  misdemeanor,  or  what- 
ever form  a  violation  of  penal  or  criminal  law  may 
assume,  is  the  animiu,  the  intention.  This  is  rec- 
ognized in  the  Isw  of  contempt:  anomaloiu  as  that 
law  may  be,  a  denial  of  the  intention  to  commit 
a  contempt  would  purge  the  offense.  Now,  Gen- 
eral Jackson,  on  his  first  appearance,  in  his  sworn 
answer,  had  negatived  all  the  facts  which  were 
necessary  to  show  a  criminal  intention,  in  a  most 
able  and  eloquent  exposition  of  all  the  circum- 
stances which  had  determined  his  action. 

[Here  Mr.  S.  Was  about  to  read  a  portion  of 
this  document — the  only  one  he  had  with  him, 
not  expecting  this  debate;  but,  as  the  hour  was 
now  aavanced,  and  it  was  difficult  to  do  so  with- 
out lights,  he  proceeded  in  his  speech.] 

What  should  have  been  the  effect -of  such  an 
appeal,  made  to  a  dispassionate  and  unprejudiced 
tribunal .'  Ought  it  not  to  have  been  received  ae 
I  a  full  atonement  for  any  supposed  offense  ?  Would 
not  the  dignity  of'the  law,  and  the  sanctity  of  the 
tribunal,  have  been  sufficiently  vindicated,  if  Judge 
D.  A.  Hall  had  declared  his  object  attained  by 
the  appearance  of  tlie  victorious  general  at  the 
bar  of  his  court?  Would  it  not  have  been  much 
more  magnanimous  to  have  offered  the  right  hand 
of  fellowship  and  conciliation  to  the  man,  with- 
out whom,  all  acknowledge,  Louisiana  roust  have 
fallen  a  prey  to  the  invat^r?  Such  was  not  the 
couree  of  Judge  Hall;  and,  to  account  for  his  pro- 
ceeding, it  will  be  nccessarjiilo  enter  into  an  anal- 
ysis of  his  character  and  history.  In  doing  this. 
It  will  become  necessary  to  disregard  the  some- 
what trite  and  stale  precept  of  de  mortuis  nil  ni>i 
bonum;  and  I  do  not  acknowledge  its  general 
truth;  for  I  see  no  good  reason  why, in  an  appre- 
ciation of  character,  the  dead  should  enjoy  greater 
immunities  than  the  living.  But  it  iii  especially 
unjust  in  its  application,  when  living  merit  is  to 
be  ungenerously  affected  by  its  operation.  AV  de 
mortats  nisi  txrum,  say  1;  and  to  do  justice  to 
General  Jackson,  it  is  necessary  to  tell  the  truth 
of  Judge  Hall.  He  has  been  cited  as  a  model  of 
judicial  firmness,  dignity,  and  integrity.    As  to 
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the  lut  qoalicy,  I  mott  dieerfulljr  accord  it  truth. 
So  Cu-  u  the  mere  absence  of  pecuniary  biaa  or 
c«rnij>tioD(oe«,  I  believe  him  to  have  been  honest 
in  the  dischaice  of  his  official  duties;  and  impar- 
tial, so  Cur  as  his  eharaeler,  habits.and  prejudices 
would  permit  him  to  be;  and  it  is  important  to 
knov  Uiese,  to  form  a  just  appreciaUon  of  his 
course.  Judge  Hall  was  aj)  Englishman  bv  birth. 
I  do  not  IcDO  whether  he  had  accidentally  become 
•  citizen  of  the  United  Stales  by  his  residence  in 
IjOuisiana  at  the  time  of  the  cession,  or  had  taken 
Ae  oath  of  allegiance,  and  gone  through  the  other 
forma  of  naturalization.  Be  this  as  it  may— 
whether  his  eiuzenahip  was  a  matter  of  choice  or 
eocideot — he  was  still  an  Englishman.  The  na- 
tires  of  all  other  countries,  in  seeking  an  asvlum 
on  our  faTored  shores,  at  once  assimilate  them- 
•elves  with  our  people,  attach  themselves  to  our 
inttitulions,  and  become  Americans,  in  every 
sense  of  the  word,  r^ot  so  with  the  Englishman. 
I  do  not  say  this  in  disparagement  of  his  national 
character;  oecause  ihe  very  peculiarity  of  which 
1  speak  has  its  source  in  some  of  the  most  bril- 
liant qualities  of  our  nature.  Transplant  him 
where  you  will,  he  is  still  an  Englishman,  with 
an  abiding  sense  of  the  superioriiy  of  English 
arms,  English  valor,  English  literature;  in  short, 
•f  everything  that  is  English,  and  a  correspond- 
ing disposition  to  underrate  and  depreciate  every- 
thine  that  dioes  not  conform  to  his  own  peculiar 
standard.  We  have  an  exemplification  of  this  in 
the  motto  of  the  Albion — a  journal  published  at 
Mew  York,  and  chiefly  patronized  by  English- 
men: "C<tt»m  non  aniinuin  mutant  qui  traru  iiwrc 
twrvmt."  Place  him  where  you  will,  he  only 
changes  his  sky,  and  not  his  skin.  The  leopard 
never  loses  his  spots.  Hall  could  never  forgive 
the  raw  and  uneducated  Tennesseesn  for  having 
beaten  the  best  troops  of  Europe,  ted  by  generals 
who  had  taken  their  diplomas  in  the  scluool  of 
Wellington.  Hall  was  not  a  bt:nve  man;  he  en- 
vied Jackson  for  his  brilliant  display  of  a  quality 
which  he  did  not  possi^ss.  I  say  he  was  not  a 
brave  man;  for  every  one  residing  in  New  Orleans, 
who,  in  the  invasion  of  1814-IS,  possessed  suffi- 
cient strength  to  carry  a  musket,  and  was  not 
found  under  arms  to  repel  the  enemy,  stands  self- 
condemned  as  a  poltroon  and  a  coward.  His  as- 
sociations were  those  of  a  clique  who  were  op- 
posed to  Claiborne,  and  conscquunlly  to  Jackson, 
oecause  Jackson  had  manifested  great  confidence 
in  Claiborne.  He  was  a  man  of  intemperate 
habits,  and  of  violent  temper. 

I  will  here  repeat  an  anecdote,  which  will  en- 
able the  House  to  judge  of  the  fitness  of  Domi- 
nick  A.  Hall  for  the  place  which  he  filled.  He 
had  been  district  judge  of  the  court  of  (he  United 
States  for  the  Territory  of  Louisiana,  with  a  sal- 
ary, I  believe,  of  $2,500  or  |3,000.  On  the  adop- 
tion of  Ihe  State  constitution  in  1813,  the  supreme 
court  of  the  Slate  was  organized,  and  he  wns  ap- 
pointed one  of  the  judges  of  tjiai  court,  with  a 
salary  fixed  by  the  constitution  at  1^,000.  He 
accepted  the  appointment,  and  sat  fur  a  short 
period  in  that  court.  His  scat  as  district  judge 
was  of  course  vacated.  He,  however,  before  a 
new  appointment  was  made  of  district  judge,  sig- 
nified his  wish  to  leave  the  State  court,  and  re- 
sume his  old  station,  and  he  was  reappointed  by 
Mr.  Madison.  The  motives  of  so  singular  a 
course  were, until  very  recently,  unknown  to  me, 
when  I  was  informed  of  them  by  a  person  whose 
authority  will  not  be  contested  by  those  who  have 
opposed  the  passage  of  this  bill.  I  refer  to  Judge 
Martin,  chief  justice  of  Louisiana.  The  consti- 
tution of  Louisiana  contains  a  chusc  providing 
that  all  judicial  officers  may  be  removed  on  the 
address  of  three  fourths  nf  the  members  of  both 
branches  of  the  Legislature,  tlie  address  staling 
the  causes  why  the  officer  should  be  removed. 
With  the  consciousness  that  his  habits  would 
expose  him  to  the  operation  of  this  clause  of  the 
constitution,  and  knowing  how  completely  inert 
is  the  remedy  of  impeachment  under  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,  he  determined  to  re- 
establish himself  in  the  safe  asylum  of  judicial 
miseonduct  which  he  had  temporarily  abandoned. 
He  was  not  willing  to  be  tried  by  judges  who 
could  judge  fVom  personal  observations  of  his 
delinquencies.  In  the  words  of  Judge  Martin, 
he  resigned  his  situation  on  the  supreme  bench 
because  be  did  not  choose  to  expose  himself  to  a 
removal,  for  cause,  on  address  of  three  fourths  of 
tlie  members  of  the  Legislature. 


One  more  argument  on  this  point:  the  magni- 
tude of  the  fine  is,  in  itself,  evidence  that  Judge 
Hall  was  engaged  more  in  gratifying  the  malig- 
nity of  his  own  feelings  than  sustaining  the  vio- 
lated dignity  of  his  court.  A  fine  of  |1,000,  im- 
posed on  a  man  who  had  left  his  log-cabin  in  the 
wilds  of  Tennessee  to  fly  to  the  defense  of  a  dis- 
tant section  of  the  Union !  And  by  whom  im- 
posed? By  a  man  wHo  (to  use  the  strong  but 
expressive  term  of  Jackson,  applied  to  other  per- 
sons) had  "  skulked  from  service  in  the  hour  of 
danger."  It  is  a  fact  that  cannot  be  disputed,  by 
any  one  conversant  with  the  population  of  Lou- 
isiana and  the  history  of  the  campaign  of  1814-15, 
that,  while  there  are  monj  brave  men  who  served 
faithfully  in  that  campaign,  and  who  have  been 
since  opposed  to  him  in  pMties,  the  "  skulkers," 
the  men  who  retired  to  the  country , or  who  evaded 
service  in  the  field  on  various  and  frivolous  pre- 
texts, are,  without  exception,  hostile  to  him,  and 
most  clamorous  against  the  remission  of  hia  fine. 
Sixteen  or  seventeen  of  the  sovereign  States  of  this 
great  Confederacy  have  demanded  this  at  your 
hands.  Their  voice  is  but  the  reflected  expres- 
sion— the  faint  echo— of  the  wishes  of  millions  of 
freemen.  Let  those  who  deride  the  sovereignty 
of  the  people  record  (heir  votes  against  this  oill. 
But  your  action,  to  be  efficacious  mus(  be  promp(. 
If  delayed  for  months,  for  weeks — ay,  perhaps 
for  dsys — it  may  arrive  too  late  to  gladden  tne 
last  moments  of  llie  patriot  hero  "  woo  bos  fijled 
the  measure  of  his  country's  glory." 

Mr.  BARNARD  moved  tbal  (he  cemmi((ee 

[Cries  of  "  No !"  "Nol"  "  Pass  (he  bill  (o- 
nigh(!"] 

The  motion  was  ne^tived. 

Mr.  BARNARD  said,  of  course  he  understood 
very  well  that  this  bill  was  to  be  passed  by  this 
House,  and  that  i(  was  (o  be  passed  to-night. 
He  then  made  some  observations  to  a  portion  of 
the  House,  which  were  entirely  lost  to  the  report- 
er, but  he  was  understood  to  say  that  lif^  bill 
was  to  be  passed  for  effect  on  the  approaching 
presidential  election,  and  not  because  i(  was  just. 
He  asked  why  this  sense  of  justice,  which  it  was 
alleged  prompted  thisbill, should  have  been  waked 
up  now?  The  present  innjority  had  had  the  le- 
gislative power  of  this  country  for  years,  and 
why  had  (hey  not  done  this  "  great  act  of  jus- 
tice" before?  It  was  only  within  the  last  few 
years  that  they  had  made  the  attempt  to  pass  it. 
If  motives  of  delicacy  operated  to  prevent  their 
making  the  attempt  when  General  Jackson  him- 
self was  in  the  presidential  chair,  what  was  there 
to  prevent  it  during  the  term  of  his  successor  J 
And  how  was  it  (ha(  (he  State  of  Louisiana  had 
waked  up  to  this  "  great  act  of  justice,"  now  at 
this  day?  How  was  it  that  she  now  showed  the 
most  extraordinary  zeal  for  the  character  of  Gen- 
eral Jackson  ? 

A  Voice.  Because  she  is  now  a  Democratic 
State. 

Mr.  BARNARD  said  he  begged  to  remind  gen- 
tlemen that  there  was  another  oranch  of  this  na- 
tional Legislature  that  would  have  a  word  to  say 
on  this  subject.  Th£y  might  pass  this  bill  here; 
but,  his-word  for  it,  (hey  could  na(  lick  it  into 
any  shape  that  would  suit  the  other  branch  of 
Congress. 

But  why  did  he,  or  anybody  else  in  this  coun- 
try, oppose  the  passage  of  this  bill,  and  the  re- 
funding of  this  fine  ?  Was  it  because  there  was 
any  want  of  gratitude  for  the  services  of  General 
Jackson  ?  No;  it  was  because  we  have  a  Consti- 
tution and  laws;  and  because,  when  our  Constitu- 
tion and  laws  are  suspended,  there  is  no  security 
forus;  and  it  was  because  General  Jackson,  in  his 
opinion,  and  the  opinion  of  those  who  acted  with 
him,  ruthlessly  suspended  the  laws.  He  re- 
gretted (hat  tliis  matter  had  been  introduced  at 
all;  he  regretted,  that  they  were  under  t}ie  neces- 
sity to  oppose  it;  but,  looking  at  the  ground  on 
which  this  demand  was  made,  they  were  bound 
to  oppose  it.  Entertaining  the  opinions  they  did , 
they  should  be  recreant  to  the  country,  and  (o  its 
best  interests,  if  they  did  not  oppose  (he  passage 
of  this  bill. 

They  had  now  before  them  the  only  instance 
in  the  history  of  this  country,  since  the  adoption 
of  the  Constitution,  of  the  proclamation  of  mar- 
tial law;  and  they  were  (here  called  upon  (o  try 
the  question,  whether  any  man  has  a  right  to  pro- 
claim martial  law  in  this  country;  Uiey,  as  (he 


Representatives  of  a  free  people,  were  called  upoo 
to  say  whether,  in  their  opinton,  General  Jackson 
had  the  right  to  do  it.  For  one,  he  could  notdo 
it.  He  was  not  prepared  now  ta  eater  into  an  ar-  • 
gument  on  this  subject;  but  he  had  a  few  thinzs 
to  say  before  this  bill  shouhl  pass.  They  should 
not  pass  it  ignorantly.  They  had  much  to  be 
told,  for  he  doubted  if  all  the  menkbers  of  that 
House  precisely  understood  wha(  were  (beraerils 
of  (he  ac(  which,  in  obedience  to  party — in  obe- 
dience to  the  high  behest*  of  party — and  for  the 
purpose  of  effect  on  party — tbey  were  pow  called 
upon  to  pass.  Martial  law  wo*  to  be  jnstifisd  by 
the  necessities  of  the  case.  And  what  were  the 
necessities  of  the  case?  New  Orleans  was  not  the 
only  city  that  was  attacked  during  the  last  war. 
The  city  of  Washington  was  adacked;  Baltimore 
was  attacked ;  and  yet  martial  law  was  not  pro- 
claimed there;  and  if  not  there,  why  was  it  pro- 
claimed at  New  Orleans  ?  Why,  becsMse  General 
Jackson  look  upon  himself  to  suspect  (ba(  tbeie 
was  disaffection.  And  was  there  disaffection  in 
the  city  of  New  Orleans?  Was  the  gentleman 
from  Louisiana  prepared  to  admit  that  the  people 
of  his  State,  or  any  considerable  portion  of  the 
people  of  his  State,  were  disaffected  ?  Because  it 
would  not  do  to  charge  the  disaffection  of  a  few 
asii  justification  of  martial  law.  WastbatcenUe- 
man  prepared  to  admit  that  the  people  of  Louis- 
iana were,  at  the  time  alluded  to,  wanting  in  fidel- 
ity to  the  Constitution  and  Government  of  the 
United  States  ?  Would  be  don  aay  so  ?  It  would 
not  do  for  him  to  say 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  here  interposed,  and 
was  understood  to  intimate,  (ba(  if  (he  gentlemaa 
from  New  York  would  give  way,  he  wquld  dMive 
(hat  the  committee  rise. 

Mr.  Barnard  asaented;  and  (he  commiKee 
rose  and  reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  (o  sit 
again. 

Mr.  WELLER  moved  that  when  (his  House 
adjourns,  it  adjourn  to  meet  again  on  Tuesday 
next;  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  then  adjourned  a(  half  past  four 
o'clock. 

The  fnllnwlnc  pMiiimis  were  prMenle4  andsr  s  nk  nf 
Ihe  lloun,  am)  spproprlately  raferred : 

By  Mr.  Bi:Ld£U :  A  petition  tigned  by  sundry  citiien 
of  Ihe  couiiticd  of  Miicnii  and  Pike,  in  Uie  Slate  uf  Alata- 
ms,  sSkins  for  tlie  cutabliiiliinent  ofa  mail  route  (hiiB  Tns- 
keseo  Ki  Tmr,  in  the  iaid  State. 

By  Mr.  WRIGHT,  nf  Indisna:  The  petitkm  of  M^ 
James  dinitli,  of  Indiana,  lor  «  penaion  and  land«,  for  Bit- 
iiary  scrvicea  rendered  aa  a  apy  in  the  Wcat,  up  to  the 
treaty  or  Greenville;  which  wax  referred  to  the  Commlttes 
on.Revolutionary  Penaionf,  logetlier  with  all  tke  papal*  ea 
file  on  ttw  lame  auhiecl. 

By  Mr.  LEVY:  The  jpetilion  of  Robert  Butler,  of  Talla- 
hassee, Florida,  setUng  forth  that  twenty-five  acie*  oTIaad, 
of  tvhivli  he  waa  the  owner,  embracing  a  nnaiberof  Im- 
pmvemenUjirere  act  apart  hy  iIm  act  of  the  LegialaliTS 
Council  of  Florida,  for  the  health  imd  coaveaieaca  of  llM 
inhabitaiiu  of  TallaliRsaec,  by  aiufaority  of  an  act  of  C(hi- 
gre^s  ;  nnd  praying  indemnity  therefor ;  which  was  refeired 
to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  OIoIiimi. 

Aim,  the  peiiiion  of  the  citiMM  of  tlia  Istaod  of  Key 
West,  Florida,  piaying  for  the  eatoblisbmeal  of  a  oiariBS 
hospital  at  tlie  town  of  Key  West,  on  said  island ;  Ih«  pe- 
tition of  P.  }.  Fontaine,  of  Key  West,  Florida,  praying  ny- 
ment  of  a  balance  due  him  for  ceitaia  wnifc  done  by  Wsi, 
uudiYconuaet  with  Ike  ooNeeiorat  Key  Wesit  a  rssota- 
tion  of  tlie  Legi-huive  Council  of  Floi«la,oo  liM  saUcM 
of  an  appropriation  for  the  erection  ofa  marine  Iraej^tai  oa 
the  bay  of  Appalachicola  ;  a  resolution  of  Ihe  LegisbUn 
Council  of  Florida,  on  the  subject  of  an  appropcialiOD  Air 
Uie  removal  of  obnructiona  to  (be  navigaUon  of  die  Sa- 
wannce  river ;  and  a  lesolatian  of  the  Legiatauvs  Cuoaeffl 
of  Florida,  nn  the  subject  of  an  appropfiaiion  for  wideaing 
and  deepening  the  straight  channel  In  the  bay  of  Appala- 
chicola ;  which  were  referred  to  the  Couunlttac  on  Com- 
merce. 

Also,  the  peiition  of  Robert  GamMs, of  JelTenoa  c«ua9, 
Territory  of  Florida,  praying  indemnity  fbr  tlic  loss  of  a 
slave  while  in  the  service  of  the  Unilnl  States ;  the  peti- 
lion  of  the  heirs  of  WilHaia  Travec*,  of  the  Terrltwy  ef 
Florida,  praying  indemnity  Ibr  losies  anaiaiped  bydapiMI 
tions  or  the  Indiana  of  that  Territory ;  and  Ihe  petiUon  of 
Joseph  E.  Caro,  keeper  of  (he  public  archives  of  West  Flor- 
ida, praying  compensation  for  extra  services  perfbrmed  in 
systematixing  Ibe  arrangeaaam  of  Um  Judicial  leeords  aad 
documenu  la  said  aicbives;  whiob  were  relarrad  to  the 
Committee  of  ClainM. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  (he  Mayor  and  Common  Cooncil  of 
St.  Augnstine,  Florida,  praying  a  eeaaion  to  that  city  of  e«r- 
taia  vaoant  land  wiibia  its  corporals  lliaitii  a  reastnUeaot 
the  LegialaUve  Council  of  Florida,  oa  the  aalilcet  of  Iks 
salaries  of  oHIcera  of  said  Council ;  a  resolntion  of  the  Le- 
gislative Council  of  Florida,  on  the  subject  of  the  boundary 
liae  between  Floiida  and  Ooorgia ;  a  reaoladnn  of  the  Le- . 
giilaUve  Coaactl  of  Florida,  o«  Uie  aakiaet  of  as  incrsaa* 
of  the  ndmber  of  repreteauUve*  in  aaid  Couacil ;  and  a 
resolution  of  tbe  Legislative  Council  of  Florida,  on  tbesub- 
Jeetofa  modMeaUon  of  the  act  of  Congreas  respecting  the 
siuteg  of  Ihe  said  LeglalaniK,  sad  tbe  increase  of  Ihe  eota- 
pensaiiOB  ofiu  officeni ;  which  wars  Nfamd  to  Ike  OoB- 
mittse  on  Teixitorie*. 
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AlMi,  the  mnnorlil  af  eitlzeni  of  Pcimeola,  prarlng  for 
uJkpftofiriuioB  fbr  itae  erceilOD  of  *  buraek  ud  iHwpilml 
m  Pan  Barmeu ;  whicb  hm  rafemd  n>  lAe  CominilMC 
00  MtUury  Af^n. 

AIM, «  reiulution  of  tb«  LeflaliuiTe  Council  of  Florida, 
on  the  (ubject  of  tin  reloeaUon  of  nilueleM  slxieentli  «ec- 
Uoiii,  or  selHXil  landt,  in  Mid  Terricor; ;  a  moluUon  of  llw 
I>«gi«lalive  Cooneil  of  Florid*,  oo  Um  subject  of  the  loca- 
Uoo  oT  onrcttrved  luuU  for  whool  piirpoM* ;  uid  *  reto- 
lutioo  of  the  Lagitlative  Council  or  Florid*,  on  Ibe  tublect 
of  a  law  fiviog  pre<mpUao  right*  to  aettlen  who  bn*  bem 
oaaipeOad  to  abandon  Ibeir  laad*  and  imptoreioaau  by  da- 
eree*  of  the  court*  of  tbc  United  State*  in  Aivnr  of  subi- 
mmif  claiDianu  of  laije  tract* ;  wblcb  were  referred  to  lb* 
Comnitiee  on  Tenritorie*. 

Alno,are*olotloaof  ibc  LefialatiTe  Council  of  Florida, 
•a  ih«  Mil^eei  of  a  poet  oHoe  at  Foit  Kio(;  a  r**olution  of 
llM  Lefialalim  Council  of  Florid*,  on  the  «ib|e«t  of  a  pott 
oOce  at  Blountalown ;  and  a  leaointion  of  ttaeljeiiilaiiTe 
Couacil  of  Florida,  on  Ibe  luMaet  of  a  po«t  offlce  lo  Moa- 
qaito  count* ;  wbich  were  reiiKTed  to  tbe  Cooimittee  on 
tfic  Poat  OIHce  and  Post  Road*. 

Aho,  a  reaolaUon  of  lb*  Le|i*laU*e  Council  of  Florida, 
on  Ibe  mbicct  of  an  appropriauon  for  the  eoiMraction  of  a 
road  ttom  TaUabaawm  tu  lola ;  which  wa*  velbrred  to  the 
Connltwe  on  Boad*  *Bd  Canal*. 

Alao,  additional  paper*  in  reJailoa  to  tbe  claim  af  Spaa- 
cer  Price ;  which  were  referred. 

On  notion  of  Mr.  L.,  the  following  petitioni  were  taken 
flpom  the  Ble*  and  relkired  lo  the  (^ommiue*  of  Claiia*: 

Tb«  pelilion  of  the  beir*  of  Antonio  Pacbeco ; 

Tbe  pelilioa  of  Ibe  heir*  of  Bennet  M.  Dell  f 

Th*  petition  of  Uia  beira  of  Auiuitu'  Steele ; 

The  petition  oftlie  hein  ofRicbard  Fiizpatrick ;  and 

The  paHlion  of  tbe  bait*  of  Spencer  Price. 

WA*iiiit«TO)i,  X>«eemt«r  30,  IB43. 

Onmcimi:  Tour  report  in  the  Globeoflaat  evening  of 
tbe  debate  ycaterd*]^,  in  the  Hoom  of  ReprewntatiTes,  upon 
ttie  petiiioo  of  a  runaway  negro,  presented  by  Mr.  Giih 
»f*s*,  doe*  me  gmt  inJaMiee,  tbougfe  I  bare  do  doubt 
laithom  intention.  It  lepreaenu  ma  a*  having  mid  that  my 
eoUeagae  [Mr.  Dt.n»\  ^  bad  gone  a  little  too  far  when  be 
■icifd  that  Ibe  South  bad  a  perfect  a*aarance  of  tbe  eon- 
tinn«Te  of  the  Dnkw."  Now,  what  I  nid  wa*  the  notnt 
of  ibi*;  but  your  whole  report  of  my  remark*,  or  rather  of 
renierk*  not  mimt,  i*  *o  unintelligible,  that  I  am  «ow  com- 
pelled to  do  myaeif  Jueliee  by  writing  out  at  length  what  I 
did  *ay,  aaking  yon  Co  publiili  It.  Tbi*  I  will  do  la  time  tbr 
your  paper  next  after  to-day. 

Allow  me  to  call  your  aitaaiion,  in  the  laeaa  Kme,  to  a 
correct,  (with  few  ueepiion*,)  tboagh  not  (hll,  tketch  of 
my  remark*  on  that  question,  ia  Ibe  Intelligeneer  of  tbi* 
OMming.  Tbat  wa*  written  and  published  wilboul  any  cor- 
••etioa  oraid  fkom  me— indeed  without  my  knowledge. 

Vatyrespeetfiillyynir*,  L.  STETSON. 

Mesm.  BLua  k.  Riva*. 


IN  SENATE. 
TvBSDAT,  Jamiary  3, 1644. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  ttmpmt  laid  before  the 
Senate  the  ciedentiala  of  Hon.  Jahe*  Albert 
FcABCE,  who  waa  elected  by  the  Legialature  of 
Morrlaad  aSenator  from  that  Stats  until  March 
4.  ISO. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MERRICK,  ordered  to  be 
placed  on  the  file*  of  tbe  Senate. 

PETinOMS,  ETC. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  a  memorial  ttom 
Joaeph  Stone  and  ten  olhere,  who  were  taken 
priaonen  hj  the  British  during  the  late  War,  and 
confined  in  the  prisons  of  Dartmoor  and  other 
places.  The  memorialists  represent  that  their 
iodj;  and  rigorous  confinement  impaired  their 
health,  and,  with  advancing  age,  has  deprived 
tbem  of  the  power  of  earning  their  livelihood  by 
labor;  and  they  ask  Congress  to  pass  an  act  af- 
fording relief  to  all  siich  American  citizens  as 
were  confined  in  British  prisons  during  tbe  late 
war;  which  was  referretl  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Aifaiia. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  a  number  of  claimants 
for  indemnity  for  spoliations  by  the  French  prior 
to  the  treaty  of  September,  1800,  respectfully  and 
estfoestly  entreating  that  the  consideration  of  the 
•abject  may  be  no  longer  refused  or  postponed; 
bat  that  at  an  early  Avf  of  the  present  session  it 
may  receive  that  attention  whicn  its  importance 
,  demands,  and  arrangements  may  be  made  for  its 
■atiafaction;  which  was  referrea  to  the  Commit- 
tae  oo  Foreign  Relations. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  citizens  of  the  city  and 
county  of  Philadelphia,  praying  that  the  provis- 
ions by  the  act  of  1837,  for  the  widows  and  in- 
fant lUiildten  of  all  officers,  seamen,  and  marines, 
who  died  in  the  naval  service,  may  be  restored ; 
and  that  relief  may  be  afforded  them  out  of  the 
navy  pension  or  some  other  fund;  which  was  re- 
ftrred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Alao,  a  memorial  from  a  number  of  citizens  of 
Delaware  county,  Pennsylvania,asking  Congress 
to  reduce  the  rates  of  postage  on  letters,  periodi- 
cala,  and  newspapers;  which  was  referrea  to  the 
Committee  on  tbe  Post  Office,  and  Post  Roads. 


Also,  a  memorial  ttom  Jonas  Oleamn,  repre- 
senting that  he  is  a  manufacturer  of  oval  bake- 
pans  and  frying-pans,  and  that  there  are  several' 
articles  under  the  tariff  of  1842,  of  which  he  is  the 
manufacturer,  on  which  the  duty  on  tbe  imported 
manufactured  articles  is  less  than  on  tbe  raw  ma- 
terial of  which  it  ia  composed;  thus,  in  fact,  cre- 
ating a  discrimination  osainst,  and  not  in  fitvor  of 
our  own  mechanics  anamanufacturers.  Mr.  B. 
said  tbat,  as  the  prayer  of  the  memorialist  was  to 
increase  the  duty,  a  bill  for  this  purpose  could 
not  originate  in  the  Senate.  However,  on  his 
motion,  the  .petition  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  MERRICK  presented  a  petition  flrom  a 
number  of  citizens  of  Baltimore  City,  Maryland, 
and  a  petition  from  citizens  ot  Fongbkeepsie, 
Dutchess  county.  New  York,  praying  a  reduction 
in  the  rates  of  postage. 

Mr.  M.  remarked  that  there  seemed  to  be  but 
one  voice  in  the  country  upon  the  subject  of  a  re- 
duction. The  only  effectual  mode,  he  believed, 
wbich  could  be  adopted  to  breakdown  those  pri- 
vate expresses,  was  by  reducing  the  rates  of  post- 
age. Persona  would  then  be  induced  to  send  their 
letters,  &c.,  by  the  United  States  mail,  instead  of 
private  persons.  He  hoped  very  soon  to  bring 
the  subject  to  the  consideration  of  the  Senate  in 
the  form  of  a  bill.  He  moved  to  refer  the  memo- 
rials to  the  Committee  on  4he  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PHELPS  presented  a  petition  flrom  John 
P.  Skinner,  as  the  legal  representative  of  Isaac 
Oreen,  deceased,  late  of  Windsor,Vermont,  pray- 
ing that  a  certain  sum  of  money,  which  he  paid 
as  security  for  a  former  pension  agent,  may  be 
reimbursed;  which  was  referred  to  the  Judicrary 
Committee. 

Mr.  RIVES  presented  a  memorial  from  a  num- 
ber of  citizens  of  Hampshire  county,  Virginia, 
representing  the  evils  arising  from  the  existing 
rates  of  postage,  asking  Congress  to  tnke  the  sub- 
ject into  consideration ,  and  provide  a  proper  rem- 
edy; which  was  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  HANNBOAN  presented  a  petition  from 
Jacob  Olinger,  praying  to  be  placed  on  the  pen- 
sion roll  for  services  performed  during  the  revo- 
lutionary war. 

Also,  a  petition  in  behalf  of  Simnn  Kenton, 
setting  fbrtn  his  services  in  the  late  war,  and  pray- 
ing to  be  allowed  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
land  therefor;  which  petitions  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDQE  presented  a  memorial 
from  sundry  citizens  of  Detrtrit,  in  the  State  of 
Michigan,  praying  that  a  ship  canal  mof  be  con- 
structed around  the  falls  of  the  river  St.  Mary, 
so  as  to  connect  the  waters  of  Lakes  Superior 
and  Huron;  wbich  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  STURGEON  presented  a  petition  from 
sundry  citizens  of  tbe  city  and  county  of  Phila- 
delphia, praying  that  the  naval  pension  fund  may 
be  restored,  or  some  other  fund  created,  by  which 
the  pledges  guarantied  in  the  acts  of  1799  and 
1800  may  be  fulfilled;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Also,  a  petition  from  a  number  of  citizens  of 
Pennsylvania,  asking  an  appropriation  for  con- 
tinuing the  works  in  the  harbor  of  Erie,  on  Lake 
Erie;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

Mr.  KING  presented  a  petition  from  George 
S.  Ghiinea,  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  setting  forth 
that  he  has  discharged  the  duties  of  pension  agent 
in  the  Mobile  district  for  more  than  five  years 
without  receiving  any  compensation  therefor;  and 
praying  Congress  to  make  some  provision  for 
compensating  pension  agents  who  discharge  their 
duties  faithfulljr;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee oa  Pensions. 

NOTICKS  OF  BILLS. 

Mr.  BREESE  gave  notice  that  he  wotild,  to- 
morrow, ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  declaring 
the  assent  of  Congress  to  the  State  of  Illinois  to 
impose  a  tax  on  all  land  hereafter  sold  by  the 
United  States  in  tbat  State,  from  and  after  tbe 
time  of  such  sale. 

Mr.  SEMPLB  gave  notice  that  he  wonld,  to- 
morrow, ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  extend 
the  Camberiand  road  to  tbe  city  of  Alton,  on  the 
Mississippi  river. 


Mr.  JARNAGIN  gave  notice  that  be  would, 
lo-morrow,  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  divide 
the  United  States  into  two  military  districts. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  from  the  CommiUea  oq 
Commerce,  nportad  a  biU  for  the  relief  of  Ed- 
ward Kennard;  which  was  read,  and  ardered  to 
a  second  reading,  and  the  report  accompanying 
the  same  to  be  printetL 

Mr.  FAIRFIELD,  from  tbe  Committee  on 
Printing,  reported  in  fitvot  of  printing  certain  doc- 
uments. 

Tbe  report  was  concurred  in. 

PETITIONS  VITHDRAWR  AMD  RBPBRBKD. 

On  motion  uf  Mr.  UPHAM,  it  was 
Oritrtd,  Tbat  Ibe  petition  of  Ira  Day,  prayinf  compen- 
•ation  for  carrying  the  uiail,  be  taken  from  the  files  of  tbe 
Senate,  and  referred  to  the  Conmlltae  oa  the  Post  OAce 
and  Post  Roads. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  UPHAM,  it  was 

Ontsred,  Thai  the  p«Uiion  of  Dr.  Samuel  White,  pnyhlf 

for  a  pensioai,  be  taken  from  the  flies,  and  refeiied  to  tbe 

Coinmiuee  oa  Pensions. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  submitted  the  following 
resolution;  which,  uodar  the  rule,  lies  over  on* 
day: 

RtnUtd,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  reiiuated  to 
eomoinnicale  to  llie  Sennte  the  present  condition  of  the 
harbor  at  Michigan  City;  tlie  amount  heretolhre  eipended 
oo,  and  Iba  »nm  necessary  to  complete;  the  worha  at  that 
point ;  with  such  other  inltormation  as  he  may  hare  ia  lela- 
Uon  tilereto. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  said  be  would  submit  two 
resolutions,  with  a  view  to  promote  economy  in 
the  pubKc  expenditures.  He  would  not  say  any- 
thing upon  the  subject  of  them,  unless,  when  they 
cameup  foroonaideralion,  some  gentle  man  wiahea 
for  an  explanation  of  them. 

They  were  read,  as  follows: 

^«ol«<l,  I1iat  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  instructed 
to  hiqnira  Into  ih^ expediency  of  praMWtmg,  by  Isw,  lb* 
otlowance  of  any  claim,  except  nnder  a  special  act  of  Gen- 
grass,  by  any  of  the  Department*  or  buraans,  which  has 
unco  been  rejected  by  the  beads  Uiereof;  and  alsa  the  al- 
lowance nf  any  claim,  withoat  such  •paelai  aei,  wbich 
originated  more  than  four  yean  previnoa  to  the  appttesUon 
for  ftach  allowance. 

Aeaodeil,  Tbat  th*  Committee  on  Financa  be  inatructed 
to  inquira  inio  the  expediency  of  providing,  by  law,  that 
the  annual  entimatm  from  Ibe diflbmitDepanmenl*)Whieh 
■re  laid  bei'me  Coognss  by  the  Seersury  of  the  Tnasary, 
shall  be  accumpaaied  by  the  written  approval  or  disappmvai 
of  Ibe  President  and  all  Uie  beads  of  the  Dep.irtm«Bts,  as 
10  their  necessity  and  amount ;  and  that  no  eteimate*  Iter 
appropriatioos  be  at  any  lima  submitiad  to  Congresa,  by  any 
of  ihe  Department*  or  burrau*,  exeepc  MKh  a*  (Hk*  the 
annual  estissoies)  bare  Ant  been  laid  befhre  lbs  Saorelary 
of  the  Treasury,  and  are  accompanied  by  a  plan  from  bin 
for  means  adequate  to  meet  tbem. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MERRICK,  it  was 
Ra»U*i,  Thai  the  PoMma*t*r  General  be  directed  to 
furnish  to  tbe  Senate  a  copi'  of  the  aecnunt  he  caused  to 
be  kept  daring  Ihe  month  or  October  last  of  the  number  of 
letter*  under  each  rate  of  postage,  and  th*  mmbar  of  flraa 
letteis,  and  by  what  olBceni  franked ;  th*  number  of  news- 
papers, pamplilels,  (w.,  passing  through  the  mail  during  Iba 
said  month  of  October;  and  any  oUier  accurate  informa- 
lioii  he  rojy  Imve  collected,  and  not  heretofore  commimi- 
eated  lo  Congress,  on  Ibis  subject. 

TITLE  TO  OREGON. 

The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Aixbh,  a  lew 
days  agq,  calling  upon  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stale*  for  information  of  the  nature  of  the 
instructions,  if  any,  given  to  our  Minister  at  tb« 
Court  f>f  Great  Britain,  upon  the  subject  of  tbe 
Oregon  territory,  came  up  for  eonsideratian. 

Mr.  ALLEN  remarked,  that  he  had  received 
this  morning  a  note  from  the  chairman  of  tbe 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  advising  him  of 
bis  indisposition,  and  requestine  that  tlio  resolu- 
tion might  be  permitted  to  Ue  on  the  table  nnlil 
he  returned  to  hi*  seat.  He  was  desirous  only 
that  the  resolution  might  be  disuosed  of  in  time 
lo  enable  tbe  information  to  be  furniahod  before 
any  action  of  the  Senate  was  hiM)  on  the  bills  for 
the  oeeupatioa  and  setilement  of  the  Oregon,  and 
the  establishmentofagovemment  there.  He  pre- 
sumed that  the  ohairman  ef  (he  committee  would 
be  in  his  seat  in  a  few  day*.  As  he  could  aeeem- 
pli*b  his  object,  natwitMtandiag  cbe  delay,  be 
would  cheerfully  aeauiesee  in  letting  tbe  resolu- 
tion lie  on  the  table  for  a  day  or  two. 

Tbe  reeeluiion  aceordiogly  lie*  on  tbe  table. 

The  PRESIDENT  remarked  tbat  there  was  no 
other  business  on  bis  table,  unless  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  ths  special  oMeis 
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Mr.  BERRIEN  said,  if  there  was  no  member 

or  the  Senate  who  desired  to  have  the  ipecial 

order*  taken  up,  be  would  move  that  the  Senate 

proceed  to  the  consideration  of  executive  busi- 


'  The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Senate  after 
■pending  aome  time  therein,  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
TuUD AT ,  /omwry  2,  1844. 

The  Journal  of  Friday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  William  H.  Hammett,  of  Mississippi, 
appeared  in  his  place,  was  qualified, and  took  Ms 
•eat. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGEHSOLL  moved  to  suspend  the 
rules,  in  order  to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  ADAMS  inquired  iKhether  this  was  not 
the  last  day  on  which  petitions  were  receivable. 

Being  answered  by  the  Speaker  in  the  affirm- 
ative, 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  hoped,  then,  the  regular 
order  of  business  would  not  be  departed  from. 

Mr.  ELMER  asked  permission  to  move  for 
the  appointment  of  a  clerk  to  ilie  Committee  of 
Elections.  * 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGBRSOLL  pressed  his  motion  for 
going  into  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and,  upon 
that  motion, 

Mr.  KING  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which, 
being  taken,  resulted — yeas  105,  nays  47;  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS  —  Messn.  Anderson,  Belser^  B«nton,  Bidlack, 
Jmiie*  nsek.Janim  A.  Black,  Blsekwi'll,  Rnnmr,  Bonlln, 
Brodhaad,  Willimn  J.  Binwa,  Burke,  UuldwcU,  C'ary,  i;at- 
lin,  Beubca  Cliaiiinaii,  Augui^tuf  A.  Chapiiiaji,  Clintou, 
Cobb,  Cullnm,  Daiiici,  Ricbaid  II.  Davl.i,  Joha  W.  Davi<>, 
Dean.  DHlin^hnm,  Dmtngonle,  Duncan,  Ilnnhip,  Pnrlee, 
PIcklin,  French,  Oilmer,  Bynm  Green,  Hale,  Hainlin, 
Hamnieit,  Henley,  Hemck,  Hdiaea,  Housion,  Hi^beU, 
HuKhee,  llungerford,  Jamea  B.  Hunt,  Cliarlea  J.  Ingenioll, 
Jameaon,  Cave  Jolinsoa,  Andrew  Jobnaon,  Guarge  W. 
Jonea,  Kennedy,  Prentnn  King,  Klrkpatrick,  Labranclie, 
Leonard.  Lewis,  Lacaa,  Laropliln,  Lydh,  McOau^en,  Mc 
demand,  McCtmnell,  Moom,  Ediranl  J.  Mofria,  Joaepb 
Morris,  Nnrria,  Uwea,  Pnrraeiiter,  Payne,  Pettit,  Pi-yton, 
Eliiba  R.  Potter,  Pratt,  Bnihbaii,  David  a.  Reid,  llidinf, 
Keire,  Bheit,  Sitter,  Knmell,  St.  Jolin,  Semple,  tiaunden, 
TkMmM  H.  Seymour,  Dsvid  L.  Seymour,  Dimnns,  Simp- 
son, 8lidell,Tliouina8miib,8ieeDrad,  Stetson,  John  8tew- 
Bit,  Stiles,  Stone,  Srkes,  Taylor,  Tbompwin,  Tibbatts, 
Weller,  Wentwortli,  VVheaum,  Williaiiu,  Wilkins,  Wood- 
ward, and  Jiweph  A.  Wriglit— 105. 

NAYS — Meesre.  Adamii,  Barringer.  Be«rdslpy,Clinfman, 
Collaiiier.Craa«lou,J>aua,  Garrett  Davi«,  Deberry,  Delict, 
Elmer,  Fisli,  Florence,  Fuoi,  Prick,  Oicldingt,  Willis 
Oreeo,  Grider,  Harper,  HiidMin,  Wasliingtoa  Hunt,  Joseph 
B.  Infersoll.  Irvin.  Jenks,  Parley  B.  Johnean,  Daniel  P. 
King,  Mcllvalne,  Marah,  Morae,  Moaeley,  tietf  Ncwioa, 
Patieraon,  Obarlea  M.  Reed,  Kogera,  Sebeiick,  Senier,  Sev- 
erance, Albert  Smilli ,  Stephens,  Thomaaaon,  Tilden,  Tyler, 
Vanufeter,  Vinioo,  While,  and  WIntbrop— 47. 

So  the  rules  were  suspended. 

Mr.  ADAMS,  from  theCommitteeon  the  Rules 
of  the  House,  desired  leave  to  make  a  report,  in 
order  that  it  might  be  printed. 

it  was  objected  to. 

GENERAL  JACKSON'S  PINB. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL,  the 
House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Davis,  of  Indi- 
ana, in  the  chair;)  and  the  committee  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  introduc^  by  Mr. 
C.J.  Ihobksolli  for  refunding  General  Jackson 's 
fine. 

Mr.  BARNARD  being  entitled  to  the  floor, 
■aid:  As  his  time  was  somewhat  limited,  he  would 
endeavor  to  make  the  best  possible  use  of  what 
be  had;  and  he  would  go,  therefore,  directly  into 
the  diacuasion  of  the  merits  of  the  bill.  The  bill 
was  demanded  by  the  person  for  whose  relief  it 
was  intended,  and  by  his  friends,  as  nearly  as  he 
could  understand  it,  upon  two  grounds.  Tne  first 
was,  that,  without  reference  or  regard  to  the  fact 
whether  martial  law  was  in  existence  or  not,  the 
fine  was  imposed  illegally — the  judge  having  no 
authority  to  enforce  it;  and,  also,  that  it  was  en- 
forced vindictively,  the  judg%  having  acted  in  his 
own  cause.  The  other  ground  was,  that  General 
Jackson  had  committed  no  offense  whatever 
against  the  Constitution  and  the  laws  of  the  coun- 
try, or  against  the  public  authorities;  because  he 
himself  had  suspended  all  other  authority  by  the 
declaration  of  martial  law,  which  he  regarded  as 
being  required  by  the  necessity  of  the  eaae,  of 
which  necessity  he  was  the  sole,  exclusive,  and 
irresponsible  judge. 


These  were  the  true  grounds  on  which  it  was 
demanded  that  the  fine  imposed  upon  General 
Jackson  should  be,  not  remitted — that  was  not 
the  word — but  paid  back.  Now,  in  regard  to  the 
first  ground:  supposing  that  the  civil  law  still 
reigned  in  New  Orleans,  the  authority  of  the  judge 
to  impose  the  fine  was  unquestionable. 

The  lawof  contempts  was  well  settled.  It  was 
not  a  part  of  the  common  law,  and,  as  such,  of 
no  force  in  the  United  Stales  courts.  That  he 
held  to  be  the  great  error  committed  by  the  able 
and  intelligent  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
[Mr.  C.  J.  Ingeksoll,]  in  the  ponderous  book 
he  had  favored  them  with  on  the  subject.  It  was 
in  no  part  of  the  common  law  that  the  power  to 
punish  contempts  was  given;  but  that  po>fer  was 
inherent  in  the  constitution  of  every  court  of  jus- 
tice, as  it  waa  inherent  in  ilie  constitution  of  every 
legislative  body.  On  this  subject,  heshould  not 
stop  to  read  authority,  but  would  refer  the  House 
to  the  case  decided  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States  ,aAer  mature  deliberation  and  solemn 
argument,  where  the  principle  he  laid  down  was 
established.  He  referred  to  the  case  of  Anderson 
and  Dunn  in  this  House.  It  was  also  perfectly 
known  to  every  lawyer  in  the  country  that  this 
power  in  the  courts  was  concurrent  with  and  reg- 
ulated by  statute.  In  the  judiciary  act,  passed 
the  first  year  the  Government  went  into  operation, 
the  power  to  punish  ccyitempts  waa  given  to  the 
courts.  In  a  subsequent  law,  passed  after  the 
famous  case  of  Judge  Peck,  that  power  was  reg- 
ulated and  defined  by  statute.  Now,  he  con- 
tended that  the  power  exercised  by  Judge  Hall 
was  not  only  within  the  authority  inherent  in  the 
courts,  but  within  the  authority  of  the  act  of 
1789,  as  well  as  of  the  la w  regulating  the  power  to 
punish  contempt^,  which  he  had  last  referred  to. 

In  order  fully  to  understand  the  caae,  it  was 
necessary  to  know  that  the  United  States  court 
was  holding  its  regular  sessions  in  the  city  of 
New  Orleans,  when,  on  the  5th  of  March,  a  cit- 
izen of  Louisiana  and  of  the  United  States  (not 
a  soldier)  was  arrested  by  the  military  order  of 
General  Jackson,  and  placed  under  military  con- 
finement; An  application  was  made  to  Judge 
Hall,  (the  arrest  naving  been  made  on  Sunday,) 
and  on  the  next  day  he  caused  the  issue  of  the 
great  writ  of  hakeat  torpva,  without  which  great 
writ  no  citizen  on  the  face  of  the  eartli  ever  has 
been,  or  will  be,  free.  The  judge,  however,  di- 
rected, OS  an  act  of  courtesy  to  General  Jackson, 
that  notice  should  be  given  to  him.  Notice  was 
given; /ind  immediately  another  military  order 
was  issued  by  the  general,  and  that  was  for  the 
arrest  of  Judge  Hall.  This  order  was  accor4- 
ingly  executed.  A  troop  of  sixty  men,  com- 
manded by  a  field  officer,  entered  on  this  duty 
of  arresting  the  jud»e  of  one  of  the  courts  of  the 
United  States;  and  he  was  arrested  and  confined. 
On  the  same  Sunday  night  General  Jackson 
seized  and  forcibly  detained  the  order  of  the 
judge  indorsed  on  the  back  of  the  writ,  suppos- 
ing that,  by  this  summary  and  bold  transaction, 
he  would  be  able  to  prevent  further  proceedings. 
The  clerk  who  had  this  in  his  possession  re- 
monstrated, and  told  the  general  that  it  was  the 
order  of  the  court  that  no  paper  should  go  out  of 
his  office  on  any  account.  On  the  next  day  the 
writ  was  servetl  by  the  marshal;  when  General 
Jackson  told  him  significantly  that  he  had  already 
shopped  the  judge,  and  would  serve  in  the  same 
way  any  man  who  invaded  his  camp.  Judge 
HaJl  was  kept  prisoner  till  the  following  Satur- 
day or  Sunday;  when,  under  anotl^pr  military 
order,  he  was  taken  from  his  confinement  and 
marched  off,  with  a  guard  of  a  file  of  soldiers, 
some  four  ur  five  miles  up  the  country  above 
New  Orleans,  and  then  set  at  liberty,  with  direc- 
tions not  to  appear  at  New  Orleans  again  until 
the  end  of  the  war,  or  until  official  intelligence 
was  received  of  peace.  On  the  23d  of  March, 
peace  having  been  restored,  Judge  Hall  returned 
to  the  city,  and  immediately  opened  his  court, 
when  application  was  made,  by  proper  deposi- 
tions, for  a  rule  against  General  Jackson  to  show 
cause  why  he  should  not  be  punished  for  con- 
tempt of  the  court.  On  the  27th,  General  Jack- 
son appeared  in  court,  and  presented  that  some- 
what famous  defense  which  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  referred  to.  It  waa  his  summary 
mode  of  conducting  a  defense  in  a  court  of  law; 
he  l^ad  mistaken  the  time  and  mode  of  making 
his  defense,  and  Judge  Hall  refused  to  receive 


and  record  the  paper.  He  was  right  in  so  doing. 
But  let  us  see  for  a  moment  whether  the  judge 
conducted  himself  in  an  arbitrary  and  illiberal 
manner  in  refusing  to  receive  the  paper.  He  laid 
down  certain  rules  for  the  government  of  this 
case.  1.  If  the  party  objecteif  to  the  jurisdiction, 
the  court  waa  ready  to  hear.  2.  If  the  party  of- 
fered to  submit  an  argument  to  show  that  no  con- 
tempt was  offered,  the  court  waa  re'ady  to  hear. 
3.  And  if  the  party  would  offer  an  apology  for 
bis  conduct,  the  court  was  ready  to  hear.  The 
attachment  having  issued,  and  General  Jackson 
appearing,certain  interrogatories  were  propound- 
ed to  him,  which  he  refused  to  answer;  and  he 
was  fined ,f  1,000.  There  was  aqother  great  mis- 
take committed  in  the  pamphlet  of  the  eenileman 
from  Pennsylvania.  [Here  the  honorable  gentle- 
man having  (urned  his  back  on  the  reporter,  ail- 
dressed  himself  to  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia; rendering  it  impossible  for  the  reporter  to 
hear  him.  This  part  of  bis  reinarks  is  conse- 
quently omitted.]  iBut  he  would  pass  on  to  a 
more  important  subject. 


The  other  branch  of  the  gentleman's  pamphlet 
made  out  that  General  Jackson  was  guilty  of  do 
offense  against  the  Constitution  and  the  laws,  be- 
cause he  nad  suspended  the  laws  by  proclaiming 
martial  law  from  the  necessity  of  the  case;  and  of 
that  necessity  he  waa  the  aole  judge,  his  respons- 
ibility being  only  to  the  people.  This  was  what 
General  Jackson  himself  said  in  his  defense  which 
he  offered  to  the  court.  [Mr.  B.  read  some  ex- 
tracts, supposed  to  be  from  the  defense  of  Gen- 
eral Jackson,  the  purport  of  which  the  reportsr 
could  not  hear.]  The  Constitution  gave  Congress 
authority  to  pass  laws  for  the  regulation  of  the 
armies  of  the  United  States;  and  under  that  Con- 
gress had  passed  laws  for  the  government  of  the 
Army  and  N*vy,and  the  miliua.  That  code  was 
applicable  to  the  officers  and  soldiers,  and  to  the 
militia  when  in  service,  but  it  was  not  applicable 
to  any  other  human  being.  Congress  itself  could 
not  proclaim  martial  law.  It  might  suspend  the 
habtu  eorfus  act,  but  it  could  not  suspend  the 
Constitution.  A  proclamation  of  martial  law  by 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  would,  of  itself, 
bea  violation  of  the  Constitution.  Congress  could 
not  authorize  the  citizens  of  the  United  Stales  to 
be  tried  by  martial  law;  least  of  all  could  it  au- 
thorize a  citizen  to  be  tried  as  a  spy.  This  was 
what  General  Jackson  undertook  to  do.  He  not 
only  suspended  the  kabeaa  eorjnu  act,  but  he 
claimed  the  rightof  suspending  all  civil  authority. 
In  England,  under  the  reign  of  ihe^Stuarts,  this 
sort  of  martial  law  did  exist,  to  a  limited  extent. 
The  Kings  of  England,  prior  to  that  reign,  were 
in  the  habit  of  raising  armies  and  prescribing  rules 
for  their  government  and  authorizing  courts  mar- 
tial. They  went  one  step  further;  and  in  case  of 
treason  or  rebellion  authorized  the  trial  of  citizens 
by  martial  law.  But  in  1688  it  was,  by  the  dec- 
laration in  the  bill  of  rights,  in  express  tenns, 
put  an  end  to.  After  that,  the  King  was  no  more 
to  raise  armies  but  by  the  rx)nsent  of  Parliament; 
no  more  to  prescribe  rules  and  regulations  for  the 
government  of  the  army;  and  no  more,  from  that 
ume  forever,  to  subject  citizens,  no  matter  for 
what  treason  or  rebellion,  to  trial  by  courts  mar- 
tial. It  was  under  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  that  the  first  example  of  such  a  trial  v>* 
set  by  General  Jackson. 

He  contended  that  the  United  Slates  Consutn- 
tion  contemplated  the  subjection  of  the  military 
to  the  civil  power;  and  he  denied  that  the  ac'  'f 
General  Jackson  was  justified  by  any  necessities 
of  the  case.  He  admitted  that,- under  certain 
circumstances — as  in  case  of  an  insurrection— th* 
habtat  eorput  might  be  suspended;  but  he  denied 
that  General  Jackson  had  the  power  to  proclaim  ^ 
martial  law.  It  was  not  competent  fora  geoerali 
in  the  defense  of  American  soil,  to  force  'i']""' 
into  the  service.  He  waa  bound  to  defend  the 
soil  with  soldiers  and  with  militia;and  if  becould 
not  do  so  with  that  force,  he  must  yield,  for  M 
could  not  force  any  free  citizen  into  the  service  or 
the  country.  . 

But  New  Orleans  was  never  invaded,  and  tne 
battle  of  New  Orleans  was  fought  some  distance 
below  the  city:  thus  there  was  not  only  nd  lan- 
sion,  but  no  insurrection.  He  proceeded  tore- 
capitulate  other  facts  and  circumstances  to  show 
that  General  Jackson  was  not  authorized  to  taJt* 
the  course  he  had  pursued,  until  the  expirs'>°* 
of  his  hour;  when  ne  gave  way,  with  an  inum*' 
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tion  that  he  should  avail  himself  of  another  op- 
portanity  to  finish  his  remarks. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  Mr.  Chairman,  it  wns^ny 
ardent  wish  to  hare  seen  this  bill  passed  without 
discussion.  Butas  1  have  been  disappointed  in  my 
desire,  I  cannot  resist  the  impulse  to  join  in  this 
,  debate.  It  is  natural,  and  I  believe  fortunate  for 
'  the  public  welfare,  that  our  statesmen  should  en- 
tertain honest  differences  ofopinion.  Erery  free- 
man in  the  land  has  a  right  to  think  and  act  for 
himself.  He  has  a  rieht  to  choose  which  side  he 
will  take  on  every  public  or  national  subject  of 
debate;  but  he  has  no  right  to  insult,  or  abuse,  or 
to  vituperate  those  who  stand  opposed  to  him  in 
oflinion.  I  am  disposed  to  respect  and  tolerate 
every  man's  opinions  so  long  as  he  is  decorous 
and  sincere;  and  1  claim  the  same  indulgence  in 
my  own  behalf. 

1  am  a  party  man,  in  thestrietestand  Inost com- 
prehensive sense  of  the  term.  I  am  opposed  to 
all  neutral  ground.  I  wish  to  see  party  lines  dis- 
tinctly drawn,  and  well  understood.  With  this 
candiu  confession,  I  now  ask,  if  there  is  an  hon- 
orable member  in  thi^  House  who  will  rise  in  his 
place  and  conscientiously  say  that  he  considers 
this  a  party  question.'  No;  insensible,  cold, and 
icy  would  be  the  heart  that  would  make  such  a 
response.  The  heart  that  would  make  such  a 
response  woyld  view  every  noble,  daring,  and 
patriotic  act  as  insanity;  would  treat  all  the  warm 
and  generous  affections  of  the  soul  na  illusions; 
and  would  view  with  pity,  if  not  willi  contempt, 
Ihe  warm  imaginations  and  tender  sensibilities  of 

genius.  No;  we  are  about  to  call  up  around  us 
je  pleasing  recollections  of  by-gone  days.  We 
are  about  to  discharge  a  debt  to  the  patriot,  hern, 
and  sage.  We  are  not  called  upon  to  bind  the 
wreath  ofmiliiary  glory  and  renown  around  his 
aged  brow;  but  to  do  all  act  of  justice  to  .n  wounded 
spirit,  now  almost  spent, and  fast  sinking  into  the 
tomb.  In  mercy  he  continues  to  burn  like  a  lamp 
on  the  altar  of  freedoin;  and  I' trust  that  he  will 
live  to  hear  a  nation's  voice  of  gratitude,  before 
its  light  expires  forever.  Let  me  entreat  ynu, 
humbly,  but  sincerely,  not  to  hcsi'ate.  Surely 
there  is  no  virtue  that  bears  a  lovelier  aspect,  or 
breathes  a  purer  fragrance,  than  gratitude — a  na- 
tion's gratitude.  It  chastens  vice,  it  guides  virtue, 
and  gives  at  once  a  grace  and  government  to 
eenius.  No;  this  is  no  party  question.  In  the 
heat  and  acrimony  of  party  strife  and  political 
struggle,  TmlH  may  be  drifted  from  the  splendid 
cirric  in  which  she  is  wont  to  shine,  into  the  comet 
maze  of  error.  But  we  are  called  upon  to  com- 
memorate recollections  that  are  written  upon  the 
tablets  of  the  human  heart  as  with  the  finger  of 
God !  And  we  should  never  prove  tired  of  listen- 
ing to  the  truths  that  gave  triumph  to  our  arms 
in  the  darkest  hour  of  our  gloom  They  will 
always  be  as  the  garment  of  good  repute;  bright 
as  the  sacred  vestment  of  the  holy  prophet,  glit- 
tering with  heavenly  light. 

By  way  of  preface  to  my  intended  remarks;  I 
admit  that  I  have  my  full  portion  of  Stale  pride. 
I  am  enamored  of  my  State,  and  of  her  noble 
institutions,  and  of  the  brnve  and  generous  char- 
acter of  its  inhabitants.  In  none  other  of  this 
splendid  galaxy  of  commnnweallhs  are  the  labors 
of  industry  better  rewarded,  or  the  spirit  of  en- 
terprise more  successful.  With  &  climate  equally 
favorable  to  health,  and  to  the  growth  of  prod- 
nets  regarded  of  prime  necessity  throughout  the 
globe,  and  reared,  too,  on  a  soil  of  inexhaustible 
fertility,  what  splendid  visions  of  future  wealth 
and  prosperity  nave  we  not  a  right  to  indulge 
from  a  wise  and  judicious  application  of  ihe  means 
and  resources  within  our  reach.'  Penetrated  by 
a  Mream  which  has  already  become  the  great 
thoroughfare  of  nations,  and  intersected  by  others 
tributary  only  in  use  and  convenience  to  this 
great  parent  of  waters,  it  is  filling  up  with  a  pep- 
alation  distinguished  for  its  industry,  intelligence, 
freedom  of  opinion,  liberality  of  sentiment,  and 
capable,  from  these  moral  and  local  advantages, 
of  taking  and  maintaining  an  imposing  stand  in 
the  Union  at  no  distant  day.  I  am  proud  of  the 
sacred  plains  that  have  immortalized  my  native 
land.  1  am  proud  of  our  crescent  city.  I  am 
gratefhl  to  a  kind  Providence  that  my  home  is  on 
the  banks  of  that  mighty  and  majestic  river  that 
poura  her  broad  and  deep  and  rapid  current  on- 
ward to  the. Gulf. 

These  blessings,  Mr.  Chairman,  have  been  pre- 
aerreti  and  maintained  to  us  and  our  children  by 


the  spirit  of  a  wonderful  man — Andrew  Jackson. 
Gallant  spirit!  He  stands  before  the  world  a 
spectacle  of  moral  greatness — vast  in  his  intellec- 
tual endowments,  stupendous  in  his  ssilm  and  in- 
vincible courage.  In  peace  as  gentle  as  the  morn- 
ing breeze;  in  war  as  fearless  and  irresistible  as 
the  spirit  of  Ihe  mountain  storm. 

No,  this  is  no  party  question.  The  honor  of 
every  citizen  of  the  United  States  is  at  alake. 
Every  lover  of  freedom  ahould  come  forward, 
and  promptly  rebuke  the  axiom  that  republics 
are  ungrateful.  We  are  about  to  commemorate 
a  nation's  glory — to  offer  up  thanksgiving  upon 
the  common  alty  of  our  country.  The  victory 
of  one  State  is  a  nation's  glory.  The  heroes, 
patriots,  and  sages  of  the  North  are  as  dear  to 
me  as  those  of  the  South.  In  my  heart  there  is 
no  distinction.  May  fame,  honor,  renown,  and 
happiness  be  the  portion  of  the  twenty-six  con- 
stellations that  sparkle  like  diamonds  in  the  Amer- 
ican horizon.  I  would  throw  a  girdle  of  love 
around  the  whole,  and  would  say,  palsied  be  the 
arm,  and  motionless  the  tonsue,  that  would  aim 
to  dissever  one  of  the  smallest  ligaments  that 
bind  us  together.  We  have  exhibited  to  an  ad- 
miring world,  for  more  than  half  a  century,  the 
moral  grandeur  of  our  civil  and  religious  institu- 
tions. May  we  continue  onward  our  glorious 
march,  until  its  genial influeniSe shall  pervade  the 
habitable  globe. 

The  question  now  to  be  considered  is,  was  nol 
General  Jackson  justifiable  in  proclainving  martial  i 
law,  and  making  New  Orleans  his  camp.'  We 
are  not  called  upon  to  inquire  whether  Judge  Hall 
acted  toward  him  in  error  ofjudgment,  or  with  a 
malignant  or  vindictive  temper.'  No;  the  true 
and  only  question  is,  was  not  General  Jarksnn  \ 
compelled,  by  the  force  of  circumstances  that  sur- 
rounded him,  to  proclaim  martial  law,  and  to 
make  the  city  of  New  Orleans  his  camp  ?  I  admit 
that  martial  law  should  be  proclaimed  with  great 


so,  I  bid  them  remember  the  fate  of  "  the  fellow 
who  swallowed  the  broad-ax,  but  got  choked 
with  the  handle."  TMr  death  mm/ke  like  lut  I 
They  remind  me  of  the  self-righteoas  Pharisee, 
who  "strained  at  a  gnat  and  swallowed  a  camel." 
It  does  not  add  to  the.merits  of  the  claim  of  Gen- 
era^Jackson  by  attaching  blame  or  censors  to  any 
one.  I  do  not  desire  to  do  so.  For  the  lake  of  . 
argument,  I  will  admit  that  Judge  Hall  and  Loo- 
allier  may  both  have  acted  very  conscientiously. 
It  is  certain,  however— certain  without  a  loop  to 
hang  a  doubt  upon — that  General  Jackson  acted 
like  a  master  spirit,  a  great  captain,  and  the  un- 
flinching and  devoted  lover  of  his  country.  If 
ever  an  emanation  from  the  all-good  Being  ani- 
mated a  human  form,  it  did  his  during  the  defense 
of  New  Orleans.  Gallant  spirit !  He  has  proved 
himself  hiscountry's  benefactor  and  the  patriot's 
model:  may  his  example  be  as  lasting  as  the  base 
of  our  mountains  and  the  flowing  of  our  rivers; 
that  virtue,  honor,  valor,  and  honesty,  are  the 
only  sure  guides  to  honor  and  renown  in  our  fair 
Republic. 

I  would  that  I  could  impart  to  yon  my  feelings 
as  I  stood  on  the  rums  of  the  Fort  Barmncas,on 
the  bay  of  Pensacols,  and  at  the  fort  aboye  the 
town  of  Pensacola,  a  few  years  since,  and  re- 
flected upon  the  military  genius  and  cjiaracter  of 
this  truly  wonderful  and  extraordinary  man.  In 
the  midst  of  this  sandy  waste,  durin'  a  most  in- 
clement winter— such  as  had  never  uefore  been 
witnessed  in  that  country — he  commenced  his 
march  late  in  November,  with  his  troops  worn 
down  by  fatigue,  hunger,  and  privation,  for  the 
defense  of  New  Orleans.  He  had  fought  bis  way 
through  the  Indians  to  the  Golf  of  Mexico,  and 
had  forced  the  Indians  to  sue  for  peace.  He  had 
taken  Pi.'nsacola,  and  driven  the  British  nut  to 
sea.  And  it  was  here,  for  the  first  time,  that  he 
became  convinced  that  New  Orleans  wns  the  in- 
tended point  of  attack.  An  ordinary  mind  would 


prudence,  and  only  in  cases  of  imperative  ncces-  ||  have  shrunk  appalled,  and  have  yielded  up  the 
sity:  and  always  at  the  peril  of  the  commanding  '.'  task  in  despair.  Seven  hundred  miles  of  an  ex- 
ofneer.  And  now,  I  confidently  ask,  if  a  cate  j  posed  const  were  to  be  defended .  No  means  were 
has  L-ver  occurred,  since  the  sun  first  threw  his  !  before  him,  except  of  his  own  creating.  Hie  in- 
beams  athwart  the  gloom  profonnd,  which  made  ;l  domitable  spirit  &lt  equal,  to  the  task.  His  ener- 
ninriial  Jaw  more  imperative,  more  ahsolutrly  un-  !   gics  seem<'d  to  rise  as  the  storm  thickened  aronnd 


avoidable.'    Is  there  around  me  a  mind  so  con 
tracted — a  heart  so  dead  to  all  deeds  of  daring  and  , 
valor,  of  honor  and  patriotism,  as  to  pause  and  ' 
hesitate  whether  Judge  Hall  should  have  been 
permitted   to  have  lost   us  the  advantaites  and 
renown  of  the  ^torioxn  vicloriea  of  Chalmelle  ?     I 
ssk  every  candid  miin  here,  if  Judge  Hatl's  sup-  . 
port  of  Lnuflllier,  under  all  the  circumstances, , 
was  not  unpatriotic  and  uncalled  for.'    li»tfntion 
to  err  constitutes  crime;  an  error  ofjudgment; 
constitutes  no  guilt.     Now,  I  appeal  to  every 
well-regulated.mind  and  generous  heart,  and  ask  ^ 
if  General  Jackson  was'nnt  actuated  by  patriotic 
feelings  in  the  defense  of  New  Orleans,  and  in  I 
guardin;  against  attack  after  his  victory  ?     An  ■ 
error  of  judgment,  then,  should   have  received 
the  mildfst  rebulce.    The  supremacy  of  civil  law  ■ 
would  have  been  as  nobly  sustained  by  a  nominal 
fine,  as  it  was  by  a  fine  of  |^1,000.    The  law  \ 
needed  no  victim;  the  punishment  was  cruet  and  i 
oppressive.    It  aimed  its  blow  at  the  individual, 
and  not  at  the  victorious  general  who  was  ac-  , 
cused  Of  having  merited  its  censure.     In  the  Ian-  ; 
guage  of  the  honorable  member  from  Alabama,  \ 
[Mr.  Patne,]  he  had  closed  a  disastrous  war  in  i 
a  Maze  of  glory.    He  had  saved  a  noble  city  from 
ruin,  and  her  grateful  citizens  were  calling  down  i 
blessings  on  his  devoted  head.  The  fine  of  $1  ,(MJO 
was  cruel  and  vimliclivc;  and  the  nation  should 
long  since  have  repaired  this  act  of  injustice  on, 
the  port  of  her  misguided  officer.   There  is  noth- 
ing in  the  history  of  this  case  which  can  tempt 
future  officers  to  a  similar  hazard.    Justice  has 
been  so  tardy,  that  nil  must  feel  that  the  long  and 
useful  and  distinguished  life  of  General  Jackson 
has  alone  awakened  the  nation  to  a  sense  of  its 
ingratitude.    Little  minds  are  incapable  of  such 
noble  daring  in  their  country's  cause;  and  the 
exercise  of  such  a  power  can  only  be  sustained 
in  a  just  cause. 

But  I  hear  the  cry  of  a  violated  Constitution, 
Whence  comes  this  cry .'  Surely,  such  devoted  pa- 
triots, sbch  lovers  of  the  Constitution,  are  not  ttie 
advocates  of  a  national  bank;  of  a  high  protec- 
tive tariff;  of  national  internal  improvements;  of 
a  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands; 
and  of  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  South .'   If 


him.  He  left  Mobile  on  the  21st  of  November, 
and  rearhed  Covington,  on  Lake  Pontchartrain, 
on  the  night  of  the  1st  of  December,  accompanied 
alone  by  his  aid,  Major  Reid,  after  several  days 
of  forced  marching.  Late  at  night  he  wasobout 
to  snatch  a  hasty  sleep,  when  he  was  aroused  by 
bearing  Commodore  Shields  fighting  on  the  lake. 
Shields  was  as  brave  a  soldier  as  ever  walked  the 
stormy  deck,  or  mocked  the  battle's  din.  This 
was  an  accident  worthy  of  all  consideration.  No 
doubt  now  remained  that  the  enemy  were  at  .hand. 
He  seemed  gifted  with  powers  of  ubiquity;  and, 
even  with  a  shattered  constitution,  his  body 
seemed  insensible  to  fatigue.  He  readied  New 
Orleans  on  the  2d;  and  in  five  days  and  nights, 
without  sleep,  or  rest,  or  repose,  he  had  surveyed 
our  coast,  repaired  and  mnniied  our  forts,  organ- 
ized our  militia,  established  armories,  and  was 
prepared  for  defense — evincing  an 'energy  and 
military  forecast  uncqualed  in  the  history  of  the 
world.  Gallant  spirit!  may  the  evening  of  his 
days  be  as  calm  and  composed  as  his  former  life 
has  been  brilinni  and  glorious. 

General  Jackson's  arrival  in  New  Orleans  was 
hailed  with  that  delight  with  which  the  tempest- 
tossed  mariner  views  the  sight  of  land,  after  all 
hope  was  lost.  All  eyes  were  turned  on  him,  as 
the  only  hope.  All  before  was  confusion  and 
despair;  but  now  brave  and  gallant  men  rallied  to 
his  banner.  His  very  presence  elicited  every  latent 
spark  of  courage  in  the  land.  He  was  entreated 
and  urged  to  make  the  city  his  camp.  The  most 
noble  and  patriotic  feelings  pervsded  and  actuated 
those  noble  and  heroic  men  who  rallied  under 
their  country's  banner  in  this  hour  of  darkness 
and  of  gloom.  Every  one  of  those  brave  men  felt 
the  importance  of  his  station,  and  gloried  in  being 
considered  the  defender  of  his  fellow-citizens,  and 
Ihe  avenger  of  his  country's  wrongs.  But  one 
feeling  prevailed  among  those  heroic  men — con- 
fidence in  theirgeneral  and  devotion  to  their  coun- 
try's Weal.  An  united  in  making  the  city  a  mili- 
tary camp.  Humanity,  as  well  as  necessity, 
demanded  it.  The  citizen  soldiers  were  thereby 
permitted  to  enjoy,  in  a  great  degree,  their  ordi- 
nary comforts  of  home,  until  the  trumpet  sum- 
i  moned  them  to  the  battle-field.   The  property  uf 
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the  citizens  w»a  preserved ;  and  no  act  of  oppres- 
sion or  violence  was  fell  or  complained  of.  Tlie 
Governor,  the  LeglBUiture,  the  judges,  the  oily 
authoriliea,  and  the  tnagiatrates,  were  pcrmittc-d 
to  continue  undisturbed  their  ordinary  functions. 
Even  the  amusemenU  of  the  city  were  undis- 
turbed. General  Jackson,  in  making  the  city  his 
fiamp,  established  martial  law  *x  ncecuiteti;  and 
it  was  what  the  citizens  M  desired.  It  was  just 
what  the  Leeislatursand  properanthoritiesshould 
have  done,  if  he  bad  been  absent.  The  people  of 
Louisiana  approved  of  General  Jackson 's  conduct 
then;  and  ihey  do  so  still.  He  received  their  votes 
three  times  for  the  Presidency,  although  it  is  well 
known  that  the  politics  of  the  State  were  against 
him.  But  the  honorable  member  from  New  York 
[Mr.  Barnard]  has  roundly  asserted, 

**  We  have  now  before  ut  tlie  ontf  invranee  in  Uie^-tiintoiy 
of  UiU  coantry,  since  liie  adoption  or  tlie  Coiialiuition,  of 
Uie  proclaoution  of  mania)  taw." 

Is  there  a  member  in  this  House  who  does  not 
know  that  General  Wilkinson  declared  martial 
law  at  New  Orleans  in  1806  and  .1807,  during 
Burr's  conspiracy?  He  gagged  our  presses,  and 
imprisoned  our  citizens,  and  shipped  them  to 
Richmond,  Virginia,  at  his  will  and  pleasure.  He 
defied  Judge  Hall,  and  refused  to  notice  his  writ 
otkuheitt  corpuf,  precisely  as  General  Jackson  did. 
Judge  Halt  never  dared  to  bring  him  to  trial  for 
this  offense.  Judge  Martin  then  approved  of  the 
general's  conduct,  as  resulting  from  the  law  of 
necessity.  I  do  not  desire  to  censure  any  one  in 
all  this;  but  simply  slate  the  facts,  for  public  con- 
sideration and  reflection.  I  could  mention  other 
instances;  but  this  is  more  than  sufKcient  to  prove 
thai  the  honorable  member  from  New  York  spoke 
without  reflection.  Hall,  Louallier,  and  Martin, 
were  all  Europeans.  General  Jackson  was  a  na- 
tive of  South  Carolina,  and  will  carry  on  his  hon- 
orable body  to  the  tomb  the  scars  received  in  the 
American  Revolution. 

'*  Look  here  upon  this  picture,  and  on  Ibis.** 

"  Oh !  sbame,  where  is  thy  blusli .»' 

The  honorable  member  from  New  York  also 
remarked  that  "  Washington  city  was  also  at- 
tacked." A»  for  my  single  self,  I  would  freely 
forget  and  conceal  the  fact  and  the  results.  Gen- 
eral Jackson,  without  martial  law,  would  have 
defended  this  city  with  the  boys  and  women,  if 
he  had  been  here. 

I  repeat,  Louisiana  approved  of  General  Jack- 
son's conduct  then;  and  she  does  so  still;  the  evi- 
dence of  which  is  before  you,  and  cannot  be  de- 
nied. But  to  return.  When  martial  law  was 
declared,  a  sense  of  necessity  compelled  our  citi- 
zens to  submit  to  their  suflerings  in  that  dark  and 
portentous  hour  which  tried  men's  souls.  A  proud 
and  haughty  enemy  were  before  them.  Their 
homes,  their  wives  and  children,  their  nearest 
and  dearest  relatives — in  short,  everything  near 
and  dear  to  them  was  at  hazard.  They  were 
brave  men,  and  the  enemy  was  to  be  met.  A 
noble  city  and  a  rich  territory  were  at  stake. 
Their  aged  parents,  their  wives,  their  daughters, 
their  sisters,  and  their  helpless  children,  were  all 
holdinf^  up  to  them  their  supplicaiing  hands  for 
protection  from  a  licentious  soldiery;  and,  undis- 
mayed, they  resolved  to  fight  until  the  flesh  was 
hacked  from  their  bones,  and  thesword  was  prey- 
ing upon  their  very  vitals,  in  their  defense. 

The  army  at  New  Orleans  was  mostly  composed 
of  militia,  one  thousand  of  whom  were  Louisi- 
nniana.  Those  who  were  not  so  fortunate  as  to 
share  the  glory  of  the  battles,  were  in  service  at 
some  post  of  danger  and  exposure;  and  it  should 
be  proudly  remembered  that,  in  all  their  trials  and 
privations,  they  evinced  the  patience  and  perse- 
verance' of  veteran  soldiers.  It  might  have  been 
expected  that  they  would  have  borne  with  impa- 
tience the  severe  discipline  of  a  camp,  and  tnat 
frequent  punishments  would  have  taken  place;  but 
no  such  thing  occurred.    Not  a  single  military 

Eunishment  was  inflicted.  In  the  midst  of  the 
orrors  of  war,  humanity  dwells  with  delightful 
complacency  on  the  recital  of  such  noble  traits. 
It  soothes  the  heart  under  the  pressure  of  adver- 
sity, and  diverts  the  mind  from  the  contemplation 
of  those  ills  which  we  can  neither  avoid  nor  en- 
tirely remedy.  It  would  be  idle  in  me  to  attempt 
a  farther  justification  of  the  establish  ment  of  mar- 
tial law  at  New  Orleans.  It  was  justified  by  im- 
perative necessity.  Humanity  demanded  it.  Can 
any  candid  man  avow  that  New  Orleans  could 
have  been  saved  without  martial  law,  or  if  any  ' 


one  single  step  taken  by  General  Jackson  bad 
been  omitted.  No;  he  was  an  instrument  in  the 
hands  of  Heaven,  and  his  success  seemed  the. 
chance  of  d^tiny.  In  the  words  of  the  immortal 
Grundy,  "  it  was  upon  the  proud  banks  of  the 
miehty  Mississippi  that  American  freemen  met, 
and  fought,  and  conquered  the  conquerers  of  the 
conqusrer  of  the  world.  It  was  upon  the  glorious 
plains  of  Chalmetie  that  the  American  eagle  took 
Its  loftiest  flight;  and,  uttering -aotea  of  highest 
exultation,  thence  winged  its  course  abroad  to 
proclaim  to  foreign  Powers  what  deeds  of  daring 
and  of  valor  freemen  can  perform  when  in  defense 
of  the  beauty  and  booty  of  their  country." 

General  Jackson  imparted  a  high  and  lofty  sense 
of  honor  and  noble  and  gallunt  chivalry  through- 
out his  whole  army.  Previous  to  the  8lh  of  Jan- 
uary, wherever  our  artillery  had  silenced  that  of 
the  enemy,  or  forced  his  troops  to  retire,  loud 
and  repeated  huzzas  rent  tlie  whole  line.  The 
most  lively  demonstrations  of  joy  were  every- 
where exhibited.  It  was  a  sure  presage  of  the 
fate  of  the  enemy  in  the  general  conflict.  How 
diiferenlwas  the  conduct  of  those  brave  and  gen- 
erous and  gallant  men,  after  the  ever-mcmnrable 
battle  of  the  Btli  of  January  was  won  !  The  roar 
of  artillery  and  musketry  gave  place  lo  the  most 
profound  silence.  Flushed  with  victory;  having 
just  repulsed  an  enemy  who  hetd  come  to  scatter, 
death  in  our  ranks;  our  soldiers  saw,  in  the  nu- 
merous corpses  that  strewed  the  plain,  only  the 
unfortunate  victims  of  war;  in  the  wounded  and 
prisoners  whom  they  hastened  to  attend,  unfor- 
tunate and  suffering  men;  in  their  vanquished  en- 
emies, brave  men,  worthy  ofa  bettor  fate.  Elated 
with  success,  but  overwhelmed  by  a  generous 
sympathy  for  the  unfortunate  victims  of  their 
master's  ambition,  they  disdained  to  insult  them 
by  an  untimely  exullation ;  and  carefully  abstained 
from  any  demonstrations  of  joy,  lest  they  should 
wound  the  feelings  of  those  whom  the  chance  of 
battle  had  placed  in  their  bands.  Such  were  Gen- 
eral Jackson  and  his  army :  Gallant sjiirit!  Instead 
of  being  fined  }l,flOO,  Ins  applause  should  have 
been  written,  as  it  were,  across  the  blue  arch  of 
heaven,  in  tlie  brightest  rays  of  the  most  beau- 
teous rainbow.  He  siands  th^  living  wonder  of 
the  age.  Years  have  only  increased  his  devotion 
to  liberty.  His  example,  like  the  sun,  is  full  of 
light  and  glory. 

Gallant  spirit!  In  after  ages,  when  our  chil- 
dren's chilaren  shall  read  the  story  of  heroes  who 
have  greatly  dared  in  defense  of  their  country; 
when  their  eyes  glisten  and  their  young  hearts 
throb  wildly  with  the  kindling  theme, — they  will 
close  tlie  volume  that  speaks  of  their  valor  and 
renown,  and  proudly  and  fondly  exclaim.  And 
we,  too,  had  our  Andrtw  Jackson. 

Permit  me  here  to  read  a  short  paragraph  from 
Darby's  letter  to  Hon.  H.  A.  Wise.  I  knew 
him  well  in  early  boyhood;  and  his  relations, 
spoken  of  in  that  communication  as  having  faced 
the  cannon's  mouth atNew  Orleans, are  my  neigh- 
bors and  friends. 

[Mr.  Dawson  here  read  from  the  Democratic 
Review.] 

The  noble  speech  of  Colonel  Butler  should  be 
written  in  letters  of  gold, and  placed  in  every  man's 
parlor  throughout  the  land.  It  was  a  proud  and 
ennobling  spectacle  to  see  that  gallant  officer  rais- 
ing his  manly  and  eloquent  voice  in  defense  of 
his  Illustrious  commander.  We  should  hold  our 
manhood  cheap  when  those  sneak  who  fought  on 
Chalmette's  plains,  ^n  agea  and  most  respecta- 
bleand  mostintelltgent  gentleman  observed  to  me, 
on  the  occasion,  "  Sir,  if  my  life,  reputation,  or 
^property  were  at  stake,  I  would  rather  be  defcnd- 
'ed  by  Colonel  Butler  than  by  any  man  living: 
he  is  put  up  right  about  the  heart."  It  was  a 
merited  compliment:  he  treads  a  hero,  and  stands 
upon  his  feet  every  inch  a  soldier. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  almost  united  voice  of  a  free 
and  generous  people  demands  of  us  a  speedy  re- 
turn of  the  fine  imposed  on  General  Jackson  by 
Judge  Hall.  It  must  be  obeyed.  It  is  idle  to 
resist  it.  King  Canute,  the  Dane,  seated  on  the 
sea-shore,  and  ordering  the  rising  waves  to  retire 
from  his  royal  feet,  was  not  guilty  of  more  arro- 
gance and  lolly  than  we  should  evince,  if  we  were 
to  attempt  to  defeat  the  public  will.  The  people 
aite  mighty,  and  will  prevail. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  said  he  had  hoped,  when  this 
bill  was  first  introduced,  from  the  circumatances 
with  which  the  case   was  surrounded,  that  it 


would  have  passed  tlie  House  without  debate.  It 
had  been  deba^ted  for  a  long  whiU;  and  he  snp- 
posad,  from  the  expression  of  opinion  which  they 
had  already  hod  from  every  portion  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  that  they  would  have  nothing  more  to 
do  than  merely  to  act,  and,  by  that  action,  to  car- 
ry out  the  will  of  a  grateful  people.  However, 
there  were  some  persons'  upon  that  floor  who  ' 
were  willing  not  only  to  arrest  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  but  to  taunt  its  advocates,  as  had  been  done 
by  a  gentleman  there,  that  they  could  not  lick  it 
into  such  a  shape  as  to  enable  it  to  pass  through 
another  branch  of  this  Capitol.  He  did  nolknow 
what  the  gentleman  meant  by  licking  a  measure 
into  a  palatable  shape';  but  be  would  tell  him, 
that,  if  he  meant  by  it  thai  they  could  not  possa 
censure  upon  the  conduct  of  the  judge,  he  Jiad 
no  disposition  to  lick  the  measure  through  the 
House.  For  his  own  part,  he  was  willing  here, 
in  his  action  upon  this  floor,  or  anywhere  else, 
to  say,  in  the  face  of  the  people  of  this  country, 
that  it  was  not  only  an  illegal  but  a  traitorous 
act.  If  this  might  be  called  licking,  then  he 
would  be  one  to  act  in  the  way  which  the  gentle- 
man called  licking.  He  admitted  that  his  feelings 
had  been|Considerably  exasperated  in  relation  lo 
this  matter.  The  gentleman  said  they  were  about 
to  violate  the  Constitution,  and  to  trample  upon 
and  treat  with  indignity  the  laws  of  the  country. 
He  despised  the  everlasting  attenfpt  to  shield 
themselves  by  judicial  and  constitutional  obje<^ 
tions  which  gentlemen  resorted  to  with  so  much 
pertinacity.  Thejudicial  department  of  this  Gov- 
ernment was  entitled  lo  respect,  so  long  as  their 
conduct  was  respectable;  but  he  could  tell  gen- 
tlemen who  were  in  the  hab'it  of  worshipping  the 
judiciary,  that  it  was  as  corrupt  a  branch  as  any 
belonging  to  ihe  Government  of  this  country. 
He  supposed  that  gentlemen  would  attribute  his 
want  of  reverence  for  the  judiciary  to  the  fact  of 
his  being  ablacksmiO<;  but  he  could  assure  them 
that  it  was  not  as  a  blacksmith,  but  as  a  practi- 
tioner in  the  courts,  that  he  had  formed  his  opin- 
ions; and  he  would  then  assert  that  he  had'seen 
the  judiciary  frequently  attempting  to  usurp  an 
authority  which  did  not  belong  to  them.  Sofiir 
from  attempting  to  throw  a  judicial  cloak  over 
all  cases,  he  would  treat  it  just  as  he  conceived 
it  deserved  to  be  treated. 

But  it  appeared  they  were  bound  to  make  the 
bill  such  as  the  other  brnnch  of  Congress  would 
be  willing  to  receive.  If  he  did  not  mistake,  Ihe 
other  branch  had  heretofore  passed  the  bill  in  the 
exact  terms  in  which  it  was  now  offered,  and 
which  induced  the  gentleman  to  denominate  it  a 
licked  Mil.  Why  had  this  bill  been  passed  through 
a  body,  the  members  of  which,  he  supposed, 
were  as  patriotic  as  the  members  of  this  House, 
though,  in  the  main,  differing  from  the  friends  of 
General  Jackson  in  their  political  views  ?  It  was 
because  they  had  felt  the  necessity  of  obeying 
the  all-powerful  voice  of  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try; because  ihev  had  felt  the  force  of  public 
opinion,  which,  he  thanked  God,  was,  in  this 
country  at  least,  the  great  lever  which  nioves  all 
our  political  action;  and  he  warned  the  gentleman 
that,  if  he  attempted  to  dum  up  or  prevent  the 
free  expression  of  the  opinion  of  the  American 
people  in  regard  la  the  conduct  of  Judge  Hall,  a 
fearful  voice  of  indignation  would  be  heard  from 
all  parts  of  the  country.  Too  long  had  this  na- 
tion been  disgraced  by  holding  within  its  power 
an  unjust  and  illegal  fine;  and  it  was  his  firm  be- 
lief, that  so  long  as  that  fine  remained  to  rust  and 
canker  in  the  Treasury,  so  long  would  it  be  a 
foul  blot -on  the  nation's  honor.  So  far  as  an 
cfibrt  had  been  made  to  draw  a  parallel  between 
the  services  which  Gkineral  Jackson  had  rendered 
the  country  and  those  which  had  been  rendered 
by  Judge  Dominick  A.  Hall,  he  had  not  a  word 
to  say.  It  was  enough  for  him  that  he  had  never 
known  any  service  to  be  rendered  to  the  country 
by  Judge  Dominick  A.  Hall,  and  would  not  even 
have  known  his  name,  except  from  the  fact  of  its 
having  been  coupled  with  that  of  General  Jack- 
son in  regard  to  this  transaction.  He  belieied 
there  were  many  men,  both  in  and  out  of  the 
House,  who  were  seriously  of  opinion  that  they 
would  do  violence  to  justice  and  right  by  return- 
ing the  fine.  He  would  go  further,  and  say  that 
he  believed  there  were  men  in  the  country— nay, 
even  in  that  House — who  could  never  forgive 
General  Jackson  for  having  licked  the  English 
army,  and  he  believed  that,  from  that  time,  the 
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great  sin  of  General  Jackcon,  in  the  estimation 
of  many  men  in  the  United  States,  was  his  hav- 
ing beaten  a  British  army  with  an  inferior  Torce. 
These  remarks  might  seem  rather  harsh,  but  he 
firbly  believed  what  be  said;  and  if  any  man 
thought  t\)fi  shoe  fit  him,  he  was  at  liberty  to  put 
it  on  and  wear  it. 

He  would  not,  ia  this  brief  address,  attempt  to 
recapitulate  the  services  of  General  Jackson  in 
the.uying  and  difficult  circumstances  in  which 
he  was  placed-,  but  he  was  convinced,  from  all 
that  he  bad  been  able  to  learn  of  the  history  of 
the  times,  that  no  man  short  of  General  Jackson 
then  breathing,  coujd  have  auccessfully  defended 
the  city;  and  why?  Because  he  was  the  only 
man  that  was  willing  to  incur  sufficient  respons- 
ibility to  meet  th^  dangers  he  had  to  encounter; 
the  only  man  willing  to  risk  the  sacrifice  of  self 
for  the  sake  of  saving  his  country.  He  took  the 
responsibility'on  himself  then,  as  he  has  done  on 
other  occasions;  and  what  was  remarkable,  he 
never  did  so  but  the  hearts  of  the  American  peo- 
ple warmed  to  him  for  it,  knowing  that  that  le- 
aponsibility  was  incurred  to  protect  them  from 
external  and  internal  enemies.  Well,  he  took  tlie 
responsibility,  and  declared  martial  law.  When 
he  found  a  judge — an  English  judge — instead  of 
aiding  in  the  defense  of  the  city,  aiding  and  abet- 
ting mutiny  in  his  camp;  when  he  found  this 
roan  aasiaiiiig  The  treasonable  and  disafiected  in 
their  endeavors  to  entice  away  his  men  and  leave 
the  city  open  to  an  exasperated  and  cruel  enemy, 
he  took  ine  responsibiiiiy  of  "  shopping  him;" 
and  when  he  had  shopped  him,  lie  very  politely 
put  him  out  of  his  lines,  alid  told  him  to  keep 
out.  But  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr. 
Babmasd]  said  that  the  judge  had  two  maiden 
sisters  ia  the  city.  Then,  if  he  bad  sisters,  or  a 
father,  or  a  mother  in  the  city,  what  was  his 
duty?  Was  it  to  attempt  to  break  up  the  camp 
of  the  defending  army?  or  to  assist  in  defending 
it  against  a  brutal  soldiery,  whose  motto  was 
"  beauty  and  booty?"  To  tell  this  was  to  nuke 
the  man's  character  worae  than  he  had  supposed 
it  to  l>e.  Hi!  had  hoped  that  the  man  stood  soli- 
tary and  alone,  without  any  of  those  endearing 
ties  which  bind  the  patriot  to  hia  home,  and  in- 
duce him  to  shed  his  binod  in  it*  defense;  but  he 
learned  to-day,  for  the  firat  time,  that  the  judge 
had  those  sacred  obligations  of  defenseless  kin- 
dred claiming  hia  support,  and  that  he  basely  de- 
serted them,  thus  renileriiig  his  character  blacker 
than  it  was  before.  General  Jackson,  however, 
did  not  string  him  up,  as  he  ought  to  have  done, 
injustice  to  the  country  and  as  an  example  to  all 
traitors;  but  he  simply  sent  him  out  of  bis  lines 
to  prevent  him  from  doing  further,  harm.  After 
the  judge  had  returned  to  the  city,  what  a  con- 
trast did  his  reception  present  to  that  of  General 
Jackson! 

The  gentleroiin  from  New  York  says  that  Gen- 
eral Jackson-  was  hailed  by  all  classes  as  the 
■aviorof  theciiy;but  in  what  light  was  this  Dom- 
inick  A.  Hall  viewed?  The  ladies,  whom  he  had 
deserted  in  the  hour  uf  danger,  would  not  dance 
with  him;  aud  while  General  Jackson  was  the 
lion  of  the  day,  he  wss  sneaking  about  unnoticed, 
and  scorned  by  every  lover  of  his  country.  TItere 
was  the  secret  of  his  vindictive  feelings  against 
the  victorious  general.  To  talk  about  preserving 
the  dignity  of  the  laws  !  Look  at  him  when  he 
had  got  the  general  into  his  court,  and  was  about 
to  inflict  his  judgment,  and  say  if  he  showed  dig- 
nity there.  Wlulc  the  general  was  surrounded 
by  a  crowd  of  friends  and  grateful  admirers,  with 
the  brave  volunteers  who  had  served  under  him, 
the  cowardly  creature  was  so  alarmed  at  the  in- 
dignation his  arbitrary  and  tyrannical  proceed- 
ings had  excited,  that  he  was  about  to  make  his 
cSbape  from  tbsback  door,  when  he  was  reassured 
by  the  general,  and  told  that  the  same  arm  that 
had  defended  the  city  would  defend  him;  and  that 
he  might,  without  feur, proceed  todohisduty.  To 
cap  the  climax,  the  creature  was  so  frightened, 
that,  in  fact,  he  never  did  pronounce  the  sentence 
of  the  court,  but  merely  bad  it  entered  on  the  rec- 
ords.   This  was  preserving  the  dignity  of  the 


judiciary  with  a  vengeance !  He  would  not,  how- 
ever, argue  that  question.  It  was  enough  for  him 
to  know  that  this  money,  thus  unjustly  taken 
from  General  Jackson,  had  laid  cankering  and 
rusting  in  the  Treaaury,  and  that  the  American 
people  bad  demanded  that  it  should  be  restored. 
As  to  this  amendment  to  give  it  to  General  Jack- 
son as  a  gratuity,  declaring  at  the  same  lim«  that 
no  censura  was  cast  on  the  judge,  he  would  ap- 
peal to  every  man  in  America  to  know  what  that 
was  done  for.  They  all  knew  that  General  Jack- 
son would  never  touch  the  money  on  such  terms, 
and  that  his  friends  would  never  consent  to  pass 
a  bill  with  such  an  unjust  and  untrue  proviso  to 
it.   Did  they  not  all  know  that  the  Senate  had  al-. 
ready  passed  just  such  a  bill  as  was  then  before  the 
House?  For  what  purpose,  then,  was  this  amend- 
ment to  be  tacked  to  it,  if  it  was  not  for  the  pur- 
pose of  defeating  the  measure  by  indirect  means? 
After  passing  a  handsome  eulogium  on  the  merits 
and  services  of  General  Jackson,  Mr.  K.  said  that 
he  would  vote  fur  llie  bill  as  it  was  introduced  to 
the  House;  but  if  any  member  would  offsr  an 
amendment, saying  that  the  fine  was  unjustly  im- 
posed, he  would  b«  better  pleased  with  it.    If  he 
did  not  believe  that  the  fine  whs  imposed  unjustly, 
he  Would  not  vote  for  the  bill  at  all;  and  he  he- 
lieved  that  every  One  who  voted  for  it,  would  vote 
under  such  a  belief.     He  was  willing  to  meet  the 
responsibility  to  the  American  people;  for  he  be- 
lieved that  there  was  not  one  man  in  a  hundred 
who  was  not  convinced  that  the  jud'e  acted  in  a 
tyrannical  and  arbitrary  manner,  and  that  the  fine 
was  uiijuativ  and  illegally  imposed. 
Mr.  GUIDER  said  he  was  pleased  to  hear  one 
'  gentleman  make  the  remark  that  this  was  not  a 
;  parly  question,  though  he  feared  that  party  was 
I  the  great  moving  consideration  which  hsd  intro- 
I  duced  this  bill  to  the  House.     For  one,  he  pro- 
I  fessed,  with  the  gentleman  on  his  right,  not  to  be 
governed  by  party  considerations,  but  by  a  sense 
of  duty  to  himself  and  to  his  constituents,  and 
should  give  his  vote  accordingly.  Gentlemen  had 
professed  that  this  proposition  was  intended  to 
operate  on  no  individual, but  simply  to  refund  to 
the  hero  of  the  Hermitage  the  amount  of  the  fine 
■  imposed  on  him.     If  thai  was  the  solitary  prop- 
I  osition,  if  the  arguments  of  gentlemsn  did  not  go 
furtlier,  he  fell  confident  that  there  was  no  one 
in  the  Hall  thai  would  say  a  word  against  it;  but 
I  if  there  were  other  propositions,  he  asked  if  it 
j  was  to  be  expected  that  the  bill  should  pass  with 
I  the  unaiiimniM  consent  of  the  House.     He  had 
'  heard   the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr. 
C.  J.  Ihoeesoll,]  who  introduced  this  bill,  give 
I  his  views  on  retrenchment  and  reform,  an  early 
I  adjournment,  and  administrative  economyin  the 
departments  of  the  Government.  Now,  how  was 
he  to  understand  the  gentleman  who  talked  in- 
I  this  way,  and  then  introduced  matter  for  the  de- 
liberations of  Congress  that  had  passed  aivay 
ill  the  history  of  the  country  ?   If  they  came  here 
to  legislate  for  the  country,  for  the  advancement, 
sustenance,  and  continuance  of  this  Government, 
must  they  go  back  a  quarter  of  a  century  to  find 
subject-mailer  for  legislation  ?    This  was  not  ac- 
cording to  his  notions  of  the  principles  of  econ- 
omy, retrenchment,  and  reform.    The  past  his- 
tory of  the  nation  could  not  be  changed  by  the 
judgment  of  this  House;  and  the  flTects  to  be  pro- 
duced by  the  passage  of  this  bill  would  prove  > 
disappointment  to  the  gentleman  who  introduced 
it.    The  people  of  this  country  were  not  to  be 
taken  by  storm,  nor  governed  by  impulses.  They 
were  a  calculating  people,  and  formed  their  judg- 
I  ments  from  propriety  or  impropriety,  and  in  ref- 
I  erence  to  the  good  of  the  country.     He  did  not 
I  believe  that,  if  Congrfss  ordered  the  restoration 
:  of  this  money.  General  Jackson  wquld  receive  it. 
j  Then  why  legislate  on  the  subject?    Did  Gen- 
!  eral  Jackson  want  iha  money,  or  bad  he  asked 
I  for  it?    Not  at  all;  but  if  this  fine  was  refunded, 
I  il  would  take  from  Genera]  Jackson  the  briHbtest 
I  part  of  his  fame,  and  the  greatest  glory  he  had 
I  acquired;  for  the  greatest  glory  of  General  Jack- 
son was,  that  when  surrounded  by  a  victorious 
•  soldiery,  be  submitted  to  the  supremacy  of  the 


civil  authority,  and  without  a  murmur  paid  tha 
fine  that  was  imposed  on  htm. 

They  who  had  won  glory  for  the  country — 
those  who  had  done  service  for  the  country,  and 
had  done  il  from  the  high  impulse  of  patriotism, 
feeling  that  when  they  bad  done  it  tbev  had  but 
done  their  duty,  also  felt  that  they  had  Ihsreby 
earned  the  reward  which  was  due  to  elevated  and 
distinguished  patriotism.  But  thai  glory,  what- 
ever it  was,  was  a  common  glory,  belonging  to 
no  one  party,  as  had  been  observed  by  one  gen- 
tleman, and  could  not  be  divided.  It  was  true 
that  General  Jackson 's  fame  and  his  influence  had 
been  felt  in  this  country;  but  why,  at  this  hour 
jilraost  of  his  retirement  from  this  world,  wake 
up  this  question  ?  Was  it  that  the  mantle  of  his 
glory  might  cover  the  shoulders  of  some  third 
person  ?  Was  it  that  an  influence  might  be  created 
in  support  of  a  candidate  for  the  popular  favor, 
for  the  highest  office  known  in  the  world? 

But  all  this  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  true 
question  before  the  House.  And  what  was  that 
question?  It  was,  whether  they  would  adhere 
to  the  exercise  of  the  wsil  of  habtmi  eorma,  or 
whether  that  constitutional  and  individual  privi- 
lege should  be  surrendered.  For  the  surrender  of 
that  invaluable  riglil,  he  never  could  give  his  vole. 
It  was  a  question  of  the  supremacy  of  the  law, 
and  il  was  nut  simply  a  compUment  to  a  distin- 
guished individual.  One  gentleman  bad  asked, 
in  his  argument,  that  this  bill  shonld  be  paaacd 
not  only  for  the  purpiise  of  refunding  the  fine  to 
General  Juckson — not  only  as  a  compliment,  and 
a  just  compliment  (as  that  gentleman  contended) 
to  General  Jackson  for  his  great  battle  of  New 
Orleans,  but  for  his  political  triumplis;  yes,  for 
his  political  triumphs.  And  yet  gentlemen  told 
ihein  this  was  no  parly  qui  siion,  as  in  foci  it  ought 
not  to  be.  Some  gentlemen  found  some  diffienliy 
in  giving  their  votes  on  this  quesiion.  One  gen- 
tleman said  thathiH  own  experience  had  confirmed 
him  in  the  conviction  of  the  corruption  of  iha 

i'udicial  dvpartii)eiit  of  this  Government;  but  for 
limself,  his  i-xperience  waS  exactly  the  reverse. 

Mr.  KENNEDYsaid,  if  thegentleman  intended 
to  allude  to  any  position  which  he  had  taken,  the 
gentleman  was  in  error.  He  had  said  this,  and 
he  now  repeated  it,  that,  amongst  ilie  sins  im- 
puted to  General  Jackson,  for  which  some  men 
would  never  forgive  him,  was  his  indomilable 
resolution  in  nutting  down  a  moneyed  aristocra- 
cy; but  he  did  not  put  the  passage  of  this  bill  on 
that  ground;  he  put  it  on  the  ground  that  ihe  fine 
imposed  on  General  Jackson  was  unjustly  and 
illegally  imposed,  and,  therefore,  that  it  ought  to 
be  reAindrd. 

Mr.  GRIDCR  said  he  underatood  the  gentle- 
man from  Indiana  to  say  that  he  awarded  to  the 
judiciary  an  amount  of  corruption  which  was  suf- 
ficient to  induce  him  to  withdraw  his  respect  for 
that  department. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  remarked  that  ke  had  said 
there  was  as  much  corruption  in  the  judicial 
branch  of  this  Government  as  inanyoiher  branch; 
and  would  now  repeal  the  observation. 

Mr.  GRIDER  said  he  was  happy  to  say  that 
his  own  penonal  experience  had  not  manifested 
to  him  even  a  symptom  of  judicial  corruptioni 
and  this  country,  he  was  satisfied,  relied  for  tha 
protection  of  individual  and  personal  riehtstm  tha 
writ  of  kalieoM  eorpwi,  and  on  the  mnrelity  of  the 
judiciary.  These  secured  to  every  man,  of  every 
color,  his  rights  under  the  Constitution;  and  they 
were  then  called  upon  to  decide  whether  those 
rights  could  be  suspended  except  by  the  legisla- 
tive department.  .The  rights  of  every  man,  under 
the  kdbnu  torfna,  were  sacred  rights;  and  it  must 
be  admitted  that  they  could  not  be  suspended,  ee- 
eording  to  tha  forma  and  requirements  of  the  Co|- 
stitutioa,  except  by  th«  Legislature;  nor  would 
he  give  a  vote  which  wouM  imply  that  any  per- 
son possessed  such  power  in  this  land.  He  b«- 
lieved  'his  oonstiluents  would  rebuke  him  if  be 
gave  such  a  vote;  for  he  represented  a  eoiwtilu- 
ency  that  loved  good  order,  that  loved  the  Con- 
stitution, and  that  loved  the  country,  as  well  as 
the  Coasliwtion  of  the  country,  mors  iImui  tb« 
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fame  and  the  elory  of  any  one  or  nil  ilislinjuislu/d  ! 
men,  whose  deptia  are  found  rHcordod  in  llic  wn-  i 
ii.ils  of  tlic  country.    Oilirr  gonili-mcn  niiglit  erect  [ 
83  many  smndards  as  llioy  |ili'nsi-<l,  liy  wliic.li  to 
guide   liii'insclve!",  and   llicy   might  rally   under 
whB!i:ver  li.inners  iliey  clitisc;  but  ho  shouhl  ad- 
mire to  the  Constitution  and  In  tlic  injunctions  of 
the  Cons'.iiuiion;  and  wlieiher  he  were  in  a  ma- 
jority or  n  minority,  lie  would   place  no  genile- 
nian  in  a  position  to  violnte  the  Conatitution,  to 
favor  a  prevailing  parly  majority. 

He  had  submitted  n  few  reflections,  merely  to 
slate  the  reasons  liy  which  he  should  be  governed 
in  caslin:;  hia  vote  on  this  question.  He  had  not 
attempted  to  50  into  the  history  of  the  case  before 
the  Viouse,  but  had  .simply  given  a  few  reasons 
which  would  inttnenre  his  actions;  and  he  doubled 
not  many  of  liis  political  friends  would  differ  from 
liim  on  that  point,  ns  many  from  whom  he  dif- 
fi;red  politically  would  agree  with  him  on  this 
particular  subject.  He,  however,  had  judged  for 
liimself;  and  he  left  others  to  do  so  loo. 

Mr.  DKANdid  not  propose  logo  into  a  histor-  1 
ical  account  of  this  transaction,  nor  to  discuss  the 
principles  which   had   met  willi  the  attention  of 
the  (lenilenian  from  iN'ewV'ork,  [.VIr.  Barxard:] 
for  the  law  and  the  facts  were  well  known  in  this 
country,  having  been  long  before  the  American 
peo[de.     But  when  he  heard  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  the  other  day  ask  ihe  question  whether 
ninrtiul  law  had  been  declai'ed,  or  whether  it  had 
been   found   necessary  to  declare  martial  law  for 
the  defense  of  Washington   and    Halliniore,  and 
whether  it  was  iifcessary  to  the  salvation  of  the 
people  of  New  Orleans,  he  was  impressed  with 
the    necessity    of    making    some    observations. 
There  was  another  remark  of  the  irenljenian  from 
New  Vork  which   struck   him   with   some  little 
force.  The  gentleman  from  New  York  asked  why 
this  justice  had  been  alkiwed  so  long  to  slumber? 
wliy  this  great  [lariy,  now  in  power, anil  seeking 
to  do  juhtice  to  the  old  hero  on  this  occasion,  had 
permuted  that  justice  to  slumber  for  one  fourth 
of  a  century.'     He  confessed    that  this  remark 
struck  him  with  great  force;  it  had  brought  his 
mind   back   to  a  refliction  on  the  fact  that  this 
mighty  nation  was  governed,  or  professed  to  be 
governed,  by  principles  of  justice;  and,  there- 
Core,  he  concluded  liiat  it  was,  without  a  ques- 
tion, important  and  binding  on  ihem  to  do  justice 
to  the  reputation  of  Andrew  Jackstui.     He  had 
been  struck  with  peculiar  force  by  the  question, 
why  this  subject  had  not  been  disposed  of  before. 
He  would,  however,  remark   10  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  —  who  asked,  if  justice  had  been 
allowed  to  slumber  so  long,  why  was  the  qnes- 
tioii    brought  up  now — that  it   had   been   com-  ] 
manded  by  the  American  people,  who  hatl  been  j 
speaking  111  tones  of  thunder  that  justice  should 
be  done  in  this  matter.  They  had  heard  the  vince 
of  the  people  from  the  North  and  from  the  South, 
from  the  East  and  from  the  West.  If  he  mistook 
not,  there   was   scarcely  a  State   in   this   Union 
which  had  not  spoken,  tVom  iMaino to. Louisiana; 
and  resolutions  would   be  found  on  the  table  of 
the  House  instructit>g  United  Slates  Senators,  and 
requesting  the  Re[)resentalives  of  the  people,  to 
take  up  this  matter, and  see  that  justice  wasdone 
to  General  Juckson.    Here,  then,  was  an  answer 
to  the  inquiry  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York. 
He  had  heard  it  remarked  that  this  was  not  a. 
party  question;  and  some  gentlemen  had  depre- 
cated, in  a  beautiful  strain,  the  intermixture  of 
party  feeling  in  this  inatler.     He  believed  some 
State  Legislatures,  in  the  passage  of  resolutions 
on  this  subject,  had  done  so,  irrespeciivr'  of  parly; 
but  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Har- 
kakd]  had  made  it  a  parly  question.     He  had  to 
confess  that  he  was  inclined  to  believe  ihatitWas 
u  party  question.     He  could  have  wislifd  that  it 
was  not  so;  but,  from  his  soul,  lie  believed  that 
it  was  a  party  question;  and    that  it  dislincliy 
marked  the  lines  between  the  Qemocrnts  and  the 
Whigs,  as,  in  1813-14-15,  the  lines  were  drawn 
between  the  Democrats  and  Federalists.    If  they 
went  back  to  the  period  of  the  transaction  then 
in  review,  they  would  find  the  Hartford  Federal- 
ists coming  to  this  city  to  enforce  a  change  of 
system  and  a  submission   to  British  power.     It 
was  indisputably  a  party  question,  however  much 
it  might  be  regrctled;  and  they  would  scjircely 
find  an  old  Federalist,  or  a  northern  Whig  of  the 
Federal  stamp,  that  was  not  raising  his  voice 
agaiiisl  this  mcaiiurc  and  calling  out  for  the  pro- 


tection of  the  Constitution  and  the  preservation 
of  the  writ  of  habeas  cmyus^  as  if  no  miA\  of  the 
opposite  parly  had  any  reganl  for  the  Consliln- 
tioii  of  Ihe  Country.  He  might,  hereafter,  give' 
his  views  on  the  constilutionfil  iiuestion  here  said 
to  be  involved;  but  he  would  hrst  ask  how  the 
right  of  the  hahea'  coqim  was  afTiCted  by  any- 
thing in  this  bill.  If,  when  they  saw  that  a  tyran- 
nical and  oppressive  judge  had  trampled  on  the 
rights  of  the  citizen,  and  harassed  him  with  a 
written  judgment,  they  did  that  citizen  justice, 
thereby  obeying  the  voice  of  a  mighty  nation, 
how  did  they  affect  the  haheas  corpus  act.'  That 
was  to  him  a  new-fangled  doctrine. 

But  it  was  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  which  induced  him  to  e.tpress  his 
views  at  all  upon  the  subject  He  had  intended 
to  let  it  pass  by,  conscious  that  the  thing  would 
be  done,  and  done  correctly.  But  when  the  gen- 
tleman demanded  why  martial  law  had  not  been 
declared  at  this  place  and  at  Baltimore,  for  the 
[.purpose  of  protecting  those  cities  during  the  war, 
lie  could  not  but  reply  that  the  cases  were  en- 
tirely dilTerent.  Here  there  was  no  internal  foe 
— no  secret  traitors  lurking  in  the  camp.  Each 
man  came  forth  for  the  defense  of  his  country, 
ready  and  willing  to  offer  his  life  for  the  coun- 
try's preservation.  There  was,  among  those 
men  who  stood  forth  upon  that  occasion,  a  patri- 
otism which  warmed,  he  trusted,  the  bosoms  of 
many  within  this  nation.  On  ihat  occasion,  he 
could  say  justly,  that  every  man  was  a  soldier, 
and  every  soldier  a  hero.  There  was  no  neces- 
sity for  martial  laW;  but,  when  they  came  to  sur- 
vey the  disastrous  field  of  lifadensburg,  their 
Capitol  wrapped  in  rtaines,  and  their  army  de- 
ftrated,  was  it  necessary  10  inquire  whether  mar- 
tial law  was  declared  ?  He  believeil  there  were 
hundreds  of  Federalists  w'ho  would  have  rejoiced 
to  see  New  Orleans  in  the  situation  of  the  city  of 
Washington.  But  he  would  have  rejoiced  had 
there  been  some  man  of  noble  daring — had  the 
hero  of  New  Orleans  hini.self  been  at  Bladens- 
burg;  they  would  have  seen  him  rallying  to  the 
contest  every  man  who  was  able  to  bear  arms; 
they  would  have  seen  him,  rather  than  yield  an 
inch,  opposing  himself  to  the  enemy's  ranks  as 
long  ns  life  remained.  If  the  enemy  prevailed 
over  him,  they  would  force  their  way  (uily  over 
his  lifeless  body.  It  was  to  be  regretted  that  no 
man  like  General  Jackson  was  here  at  that  time, 
,  to  defend  the  capital  of  the  country  from  the 
ruthless  hand  of  a  mercenary  soldiery.  He  had 
;  had  some  little  experience  in  matters  of  that  kind 
j  — he  had  seen  the  tented  field,  and  been  in  the 
i  array  of  battle;  and  he  knew,  therefore,  how  to 
1  appreciate  the  situation  of  a  soldier  when  at- 
I  tacked  by  the  enemy;  and  he  was  prepared  at  all 
I  times,  and  on  all  occasions,  to  honor  those  who 
were  ready  to  stand  forward  in  the  defense  of 
■    their  cmintry. 

I  He  was  gratified  at  the  remark  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Louisiana  [Mr.  Slidell]  on  a  former 
I  day,  that  all  those  who  had  skulked  ingloriously 
from  the  field  of  battle  at  New  Orleans  were  found 
to  be  opposed  to  the  restoration  of  the  fine  to  Gen- 
eral Jackson,  and  justified  the  conduct  of  Judge 
Hall.  He  was  gratified  to  hear  this  fact  slated 
I  by  the  gentleman  in  language  which  he  believed 
I  carried  conviction  to  the  mind  of  every  man. 
■  Let  it  be  kept  in  view  that  tiie  British  army — that 
army  which  had  sacked  the  capital — that  army 
which  had  disgraced  our  arms,  so  far  as  defeat  is 
disgrace — that  army,  swelled  by  a  large  accession 
of  strenglli,and  flushed  with  victory,  waadrawn 
up  on  the  plains  of  New  Orleans  before  the  city. 
j  He  cared  nothing  about  dates  or  particulars.  lie 
would  not  go  into  the  history  of  that  transaction 
minutely,  nor  would  it  be  desirable.  It  was 
known  already  to  every  man,  woman,  and  ciiild 
in  Ihe  Union.  He  would  not  presume  that  any 
one  was  a  stranger  to  it;  nor,  as  he  had  seen 
stated  in  the  newspapers,  that  even  the  great  and 
magnanimous  State  of  Virginia-had  sent  legisla- 
tors here  to  represent  her,  who  probably  diil  not 
understand  the  history  of  that  transaction.  If  so, 
she  certainly  would  never  have  instructed  her 
Senators  anil  requested  her  Representalivea  to 
vote  for  the  restoration  of  the  fine.  He  believed 
thai  every  one  tolerably  well  understood  the  his- 
tory of  the  case.  Let  us,  then,  for  a  moment  con- 
template ihe  situation  of  afliiirs  when  that  army 
was  drawn  up  before  the  city  of  New  Orleans. 
Sec  General  Jackson  drawing  up  and  marshaling 


his  troops  to  meet  the  enemy.  ?ee  how  he  stamped 
the  impress  of  his  mijii'y  genius  upon  the  whole 
transaction.  He  displayed,  ns  lias  been  well  said, 
tiict,  genius,  skill,  and  a  daring  boldness  iiti- 
equaled  in  the  annals  of  any  country.  Look  at 
the  manner  of  his  defense— how  he  substituted 
inanimalc  substances  for  soldiers.  '  What,  sir, 
can  be  said  in  commendation  of  the  distinguished 
hero  which  he  does  not  merit.'  I  will  leave  his 
fame  where  it  is — for  I  can  add  nothing  to  il  by 
anything  which  I  can  say  here — and  proceed  to 
the  law  by  which  the  unjust  and  iniquitous  fine 
was  imposed  on  the  unoffending  hero.. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  had  argued  that 
any  court  in  this  country  ftosseases  the  power  to 
punish  for  conlempi.  No  one  denied  il;  no  one 
for  a  moment  called  it  in  question.  But  the  gen- 
tleman had  drawn  a  distinction  between  the  com- 
mon law  and  the  power  inherent  in  a  court — a 
distinction  loo  fine  and  subtle  for  him  to  under- 
stand— a  distinction,  he  thought,  without  a  differ- 
ence. 

The  law,  as  set  forth  in  the  statute-book,  was 
siinplydeclarolory  of  the  common  law  of  the  land. 
It  was  only  declaratory  of  the  power  to  punish 
for  conlempt.  What  was  that  power.'  There 
were  two  distinct  provisions  by  which  ihey  were 
enabled  to  punish  for  contempt:  first,  to  punish 
for  an  insult  ofl'ered  to  the  court,  by  which  judi- 
cial proceedings  were  disturbed;  and  in  the  next 
place,  to  punish  a  person  who  had  arrested  the 
process  or  decree  from  the  court;  and  unless  they 
could  bring  the  ca.se  of  General  Jackson  within 
one  or  other  of  these  provisions,  how  could  iliey 
punish  him  for  contempt.'  [Mr.  D.  here  went 
into  a  statement  of  the  circumstances  attending 
the  arrest  of  Judge  Hall  and  his  expulsion  from 
the  camp — the  issuing  of  process  by  the  judge, 
the  imposition  of  the  fine  upon  General  Jackson, 
&c.] 

The  gentleman  from  New  Vork  had  said  that 
Judge  Hall  was,  at  the  lime,  holding  a  court. 
Was  this  the  fact.'  Was  there  ever  before  a  pre- 
tense that  he  was  holding  a  court.'  There  was 
no  lawyer  within  the  hearing  of  his  vnce  who 
would  hazard  his  reputation  upon  the  assertion 
that  General  Jackson  was  liable  to  punishment 
for  contempt  of  court,  upon  the  first  ground  that 
he  had  staled.  There  was  only  one  other  way 
remaining,  by  which  he  could  be  liable  for  con- 
tempt of  court;  and  that  was,  upon  the  supposi- 
tion that  he  hail  olistrucled  the  order  or  process 
of  the  court.  There  was  one  fact  which  he  had 
omitted  to  state.  The  process  was  made  return- 
able at  eleven  o'clock;  and  the  sheriff  swore  that 
he  did  not  execute  it  unlil  the  afternoon.  The 
execution  of  the  process,  therefore,  was  a  nuMity. 
I  Who  ever  heard,  except  in  the  famous  court  of 
i  Dominick  A.  Hall,  that  a  writ,  after  its  return, 
j  was  binding.'  It  was  a  new  doctrine — a  doctrine 
that  was  recognized  in  no  court  that  he  had  any 
knowledge  of.  But  it  was  contended  ihoi,  on  the 
night  of  the  5ih,  at  twelve  o'clock,  General  Jack- 
I  son  took  the  petition,  and  ihe  order  foOnded  ihere- 
I  on,  out  of  the  hands^f  Claiborne;  and  because  lie 
1  did  thai,  he  was  liable  to  he  punished  for  obstruct- 
ing the  process  of  ihe  court.  How  was  the  fact.' 
General  Jackson  gave  Claiborne  a  certified  Iran- 
script;  and  he  went  on  and  issued  the  writ.  If 
so,  how  did  General  Jackson  obstruct  the  process 
of  the  court.'  He  did  nol  wonder  that  Judge 
Dominick  A.  Hall,  when  that  wicked  and  corrupt 
judge  brought  before  him  the  venerable  hero, and 
when  he  saw  the  crowd  gathering  about,  to  see 
what  would  be  the  issue — he  did  not  wonder  that 
he  trembled. 

He  had  passed  rapidly  over  the  subject;  but  in 
passing,  he  must  be  permitted  to  say  a  single 
word  in  regard  to  martial  law.  The  gentleman 
from  New  York  had  read  to  them  General  Jack- 
son's famous  denunciation  of  the  Hartford  con- 
j  vention.and  thought  it  might  possibly  be  brought 
within  the  law  regulating  military  aflairs.  What- 
ever might  be  the  gentleman's  notion  in  regard  to 
Ihat  law,  he  believed  theie  was  no  man,  in  all 
this  broad  country,  whose  heart  glowed  with  a 
single  spark  of  patriotism,  who  diil  not  respond 
to  the  sentiments  expressed  in  that  document. 
Accordi  ng  to  the  gentleman's  doctrine,  all  (wrsoiis 
should  be  at  liberty  freely  to  enter  and  leave  the 
camp,  carrying  such  intelligence  to  the  enemy  «s 
they  might  think  proper.  Was  there  a  man  of 
[  common  sense  prepared  to  back  an  opinion  of 
I  this  kind .'    lie  held  that,  without  any  proclama- 
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iion  whateTcr,  the  commnmler  of  the  Army  had 
'  the  inherent  power  which  the  (;«ntlenian  attrib' 
uied  to  the  courts — an  inherent  power  to  briiii;  ull 
under  his  control,  and  make  all  obedient  to  his 
command.  ThHt  wag  Aii  notion  with  regard  to 
martial  law,'  and  with  regard  to  the  powers  and 
duties  or  A 'general  coinmnndini;  an  army  in  (he 
faoa  of  the  enemy,  when  life  and  denth  were  dv- 
poiidin^  upon  his  fiat.  Yet  General  J.icksoii, 
who  displayed  more  gallantry  and  heroism  on 
that  oeeaaion  than  any  other  man  who  lived  at 
that  era,  must  be  traduced  and  disgraced  by  slan- 
der, while  the  decision  of  a  wicked, corrupt  judge 
miui  be  permitted  to  stand  as  unalterable  as  the 
laws  of  the  Medea  and  Persians.  He  rejoiced 
that  he  had  the  opportunity  of  expressiiis  to  the 
world  bis  opinioas  and  his  principles  on  this  qnes- 
U0D.  He  had  hopes,  from  some  of  the  remark;) 
of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  that  he  had 
participated  in  some  of  the  battles  of  ihelast  war; 
and  if  he  had,  he  woulJ  have  certainly  supported 
this  bill;  for  he  did  not  believe  there  was  one  of 
the  survivors  of  that  contest  who  would  not  be  in 
favor  of  the  old  hem,  and  opposed  to  the  iiiiqui- 
lODsand  tyrannical  judge  who  oppressed  him. 

After  speaking  of  the  mi>ral  grandeur  of  the 
acene  presented,  when  the  victorious  general,  sur- 
rounded by  an  attached  and  ardent  soldiery,  sub- 
mittted  to  the  unjust  judgment  of  the  court,  and 
told  him  that  he  would  protect  him  in  the  execu- 
tion of  his  duly,  Mr.  D.  referred  to  the  general 
and  enthusiastic  ferlin|r  now  pervading  the  whole 
country  in  favor  of  refunding  the  fine,  and  the 
repeated  expressions  of  the  will  of  ihe  people  on 
the  sulneet.  He  hoped  the  gentleman  fri-in  New 
York  [Mr.  Barnard]  had  mistaken  the  senti- 
ments uf  the  Senate  in  relation  lo  this  bill,  when 
be  said  that  it  could  not  be  licked  into  any  shape 
that  would  enable  it  to  pass  there;  and  that  there 
was  not  enough  of  the  Hariford-convention  feel- 
ing in  that  body  to  rndnce  them  to  n-ject  so  just 
asd  so  patriniic  a  measure. 

Mr.  PEYTON  would  not  have  said  one  word 
on  this  subject,  but  for  the  high -wrought  eulogies 
beaped-«n  General  Jackson  at  the  expense  of  the 
caemory  of  the  judge  who  had  imposed  the  fine 
on  him.  He  would  ask  if  it  was  necessary,  in 
order  to  do  justice  to  CSeneral  Jackson,  hyrna- 
Itke,  to  dig  up  from  the  grave  the  bones  which 
bad  been  long  since  laid  lo  real?  He  nrofes^scd 
Siaiaelf  as  much  the  friend  of  Generul  Jackson's 
feme  as  any  of  his  pretended  admin-rs  on  that 
floor;  but  he  did  not  think  he  would  be  doing  him 
any  service  by  advocating  a  bill  of  this  nature. 
He  believed,  however,  ihut  this  measure  was 
broueht  forward,  not  for  the  sake  of  Genorul  Jack- 
•on,  out  for  parly  purposes.  If  not  for  that  pur- 
poae,  why  this  lato  movement?  It  was  said  that 
motives  of  delicacy  prevented  this  measure  from 
bein^broughtforwardwhileGeneral  Jackson  was 
Preaident.  But  why  was  it  not  brought  forward 
in  Mr.  Van  Buren's  time !  Was  it  because  Mr. 
Van  Buren  was  Qenersl  Jackson's  only  begotten 
political  son,  and  that  therefore  the  same  motives 
of  delicacy  prevailed  ?  H«  believed  not;  but  from 
other  and  diflTerent  motives.  It  was  because  the 
party  was  tiien  strong,  and  did  not  require  such 
aid;  but  now,  being  politically  bankrupt,  they 
vranted  the  aidof  General  Jackson 'a  name  again. 
If  those  who  assumed  to  be  General  Jackson's 
ftienda,  and  to  have  the  exclusive  ears  of  his  rep- 
alalion,  wanted  this  money,  why,  in  the  name  of 
God,  let  them  have  it;  though  he,  for  his  part, 
thought  that  it  would  be  detracting  from  his  fame. 

On  motion  of  Mr.'WELLER,  the  committee 
then  rose  and  reported  progress. 

Mr.  ADAMS,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  revise  the  rules,  made  a  report;  which  was  laid 
OD  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  from  the  Committee 
«a  Pnblie  Lands,  moved  that  the  annual  renort  of 
the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  be 
printed;  and  that  ten  thousand  copies  extra  be 
•lao  printed;  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ELMER  moved  that  the  Committee  of 
Elections  have  leave  to  emptoy  a  clerk. 

'Mr.  HOUSTON  oppoaea  the  motion,  deeming 
the  labors  of  the  committee  such  as  not  to  retjuire 
the  aerriee  of  a  clerk. 

Mr.  CARROLL  expressed  his  astonishment 
that  the  committee  bad  not  already  reported  on 
the  great  question  which  arose  at  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  House  rcs|]«cting  the  right  of  the  mem- 
beta  from  four  Slate*  in  tha  Union  to  aeau  in  this 


House;  and,  after  proceeding  some  time,  he  was 
call«d  trt  ordt-r  for  irrelevancy. 

Some  irregular  discussion  ensued;  hut,  ulti- 
mately, the  nioiioK  was  withdrawn,  und 

The  House  adjourned. 

The  fblloivin^  p«ttltnn9  wen:  iirofirntcil  under  a  rate  of 
flin  Motive,  .iimI  .ipprnpri-itety  referred : 

By  Mr.  «<LIOi:i.l. :  Tlw  iirtiuon  of  EihvnnI  J.  Fnraiell, 
ill  bi'halfof  Mft^'T^.  Itupe  &  ('o.,of  Ain^tcrdaiii,  niidnUier«, 
boiid-twlilfn  nf  ilia  llaiik  of  Prnsiicida,  pr)l)'iiig  for  relief; 
tvlikli  w.ij  n-:'cTr<!d,  wiUi  tbc  d'lcuinunu,  to  ilic  Cummiitce 
oil  Piircicii  Alfnirt*. 

AImi,  |'i«  petitiiMi  of  Manuel  Crugat,  fonitrrly  naval  offi- 
cer St  New  OrleaiH.  for  tlie  reftiiidln^  to  him  of  certain 
moneys  (i^tid  into  tlic  Trea«ary  unilcr  ~aii  errniieouii  Juds- 
ineiil ;  whieli  was  referred  to  lb«  CiunoiilUie  un  Uie  Judi- 
ciary. 

By  Mr.  CATLIN  :  Th«  petition  of  the  heirs  of  Wilfred 
Knott,  for  ilie  amount  of  a  pension  to  wlilrli  he  wn.-i  enti- 
lied;  wliicli  was  rvfertvd  lo  the  Coinmitloe  on  rnvalid 
PenitionH. 

By  Mr.  DODGE,  of  Wisconsin :  A  joini  reaolniiini  of  ilie 
CDuncii  anil  (lr)ii«c  of  Kepre<eiitatlveif  of  the  Territory  of 
Wi^eoi)i.iii,  jti  relation  to  the  etttnblinhinent  of  n  tiinil  niiitv 
fn>in  Milwankfte,  via  .Mnqnonaj^i,  While  Water,  outlet  of 
Lake  Uit.li.  Rnnoiif . and  MeFaddinf>.nn  &hin!*le  river.and 
tlience  liy  tile  uio.t  direct  route  to  Minentt  Point;  which 
wa<  ret'erred  to  tlie  Conimiiiee  on  ilie  Pout  Oiflce  and  Po.t 
Itondri. 

Al:*o,  a  pettUon  for  the  ertabtithtnenlof  a  mail  route  fnini 
M:iquuiia«u,  via  Eacle  Prairie.  White  Water.  Fort  Atkin- 
son, atid  Collexe  Given,  to  Madison,  the  neat  of  i^veni- 
meiit  of  Uie  Territory  nf  Wisconsin ;  which  iva«  referred 
to  the  Coinsiittre  on  the  Post  Oince  and  Post  Rondii. 

Alio,  a  inenHHial  to  t;oii<:re:«s  t'rom  the  Le^islalive  .\s- 
tembly  of  Wi-ronsin,  A«kiti^  an  a|ipriipriation  lor  tlie  open- 
ini!  of  a  roail  front  Hliehoyjtaii,  hy  llle  way  nt'  Wtiiiiehaso 
lake,  to  the  Fox  river ;  and  also  asking  an  apiirnprintion  lor 
coinplctint{  Uiat  part  of  the  I'uitetl  States  tuihtary  road  lie- 
tween  Gn'eii  Buy  and  Fond  du  Lac.;  wftich  wo^  referred 
lo  the  Cuuiinittee  on  tiia  Fust  OHiec  and  Post  lloads. 

By  Mr.  H£LFE :  The  pctiiiou  of  Larkiii  Cason  and 
othem,  of  Calaway  comity,  MiMsonri,  praytni  for  the  re- 
moval of  Ihe  circuit  court  of  the  United  Slates,  for  Ilie 
MisHouri  diatrict,  I'roin  Hl  Louis,  to  the  city  of  JelferMHi ; 
which  wiw  ret'erreil  to  the  Coinnnttee  on  tlie  Judiciary. 

By  Mr.  LAltRA\01ir, :  The  prnceedinss  of  a  puhlic 
nieelinie,  held  in  the  city  of  Lifayeltc,  LonitfianH,  and  tile 
roeniorial  of  tlie  citizens  thereof.  iKayiitg  for  a  p<iriof  entry ; 
wlli''h  wan  relern-il  to  tlie  Cnuimitttfe  nii  (^miinerce. 

By  Mr.  IIOI.MUS  ;  The  ineiiiorinl  of  ihv  Hoiilli  CuruliiM 
milrond  eouipaiiics,  for  the  recnnclinent  of  the  law  reuiit- 
tins  duUes  on  rnilmad  iron. 

IN  SENATE.     ' 
Wedhesdat,  Janitsry  3,  1^4. 

The  PRESIDEiNT  pro  tempore  I'nid  before  the 
Senate  the  report  nf  the  Secretary  nf  the  Senate, 
showing  the  number  of  cli>rks  employed  in  his 
office;  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  KINO,  was  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Mr.  TALL.MADGE  presented  two  memorials 
from  citizens  of  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin, 
praying  for  an  appropriation  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  Neenah  and  Wisconsin  rivers. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  citizens  of  the  Terri- 
tory, praying  the  passage  of  a  law  authorizing  a 
survey  to  be  made  of  the  road  from  Sheboygan 
to  Faychudah;  and  that  a  portion  of  the  lands 
bordering  on  the  road  thus  to  be  surveyed  may 
be  appropriated  as  a  fund  to  defray  for  its  con- 
struction. 

The  memorials  were  severally  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  CHOATE  presented  a  petition  from  John 
Thomas  and  others,  inhabitants  of  Kingston, 
Massacbuselis,  praying  indemnity  for  French 
spoliations  prior  to  ItMO;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Fpreign  Relations. 

Mr.  BARROW  presented  a  petition  from  Ju- 
lius Culbertson,  of  the  Slate  of  Louisiana,  asking 
that  a  law  may  be  passed  confirming  his  title  to, 
a  certain  tract  of  land  in  that  State;  wjiich  was 
referred  to  the  Comtnittee  on  Private  Land  Clai  ms . 

Mr,  BUCHANAN  presented  a  memorial  from 
a  number  of  citizens  of  Philadelphia  city  and  the 
State  uf  Pennsylvania,  asking  Congress  to  redace 
Ihe  rate  of  postage  on  letters,  periodicals,  and 
newspapers;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  toe  Post  Office' and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  FAIRFIELD  presented  a  petition  from 
Hiram  March,  praying  the  reimbursement  of  a 
fine  imposed  on  him  for  an  uoialentional  violation 
of  the  revenue  laws;  which  was  referred  lo  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  BENTON  presented  a  petition  from  cit- 
izens of  Missouri,  praying  for  the  establishment 
of  a  post  route  from  the  city  of  Warrow,  in  the 
county  of  Benton,  lo  the  town  of  Waynesville, 
in  the  county  of  Pulaski,  Missouri;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Poat  Office  anj 
Pom  Roads. 


Mr.  STURGEON  nrcaenied  a  petition  from  a 
numbcrof  citizens  of  Erie,  PennMylvanin,  asking 
for  un  appropriation  for  the  cnn)pl<>iion  of  the 
works  in  the  harbor  of  Erie;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commeree. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  presented  o  petition  from 
Ji>huPeltibone,of  Wushitigton  citv,  praying  that 
ciim|ieiisaiion  may  be  muUe  him  for  the  uise  uf 
his  patent  by  the  QcneraJ  Government;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pateiiu. 

NOTICES  OF  BILLS. 

Mr.  BAGBY  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on  to- 
ronrrow,  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  hill  for  Ihe  relief 
nf  iho  lesal  reprexentatives  of  William  Walker. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  gave  notice  that  he  wuld 
to-morrgw,  ask  leavo  to  inirnducN  a  bill  making 
an  appropriHiion  for  the  contiiiuaiioii  of  the  Cum- 
berland road  through  tlteStatesofUhiu,  Indiana, 
and  lllitioia. 

Mr.  SE.\f  PLE  !:ave  notice  that  he  would,  on 
the  earliest  day  praciicnbli',  introduce  a  bill  to  re- 
model the  consular  cstaUlishineiit  of  the  United 
States. 

BILI.!>  I.NTRODUCBU. 

Mr.  ATCHISON,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill 
to  extend  the  time  of  proving  preemption  rights; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  relcrrcd  to  the  Oom- 
iniitee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.Cltri'TBNDEN.ogroeably  to  notice  given, 
and  on  leave,  inirodnced  n  bill  concerning  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States;  (ihi;  bill  pro- 
poses to  change  the  liineof  thBCotnniencementof 
Its  sessions  from  the  second  Monday  in  January 
to  the  first  Monday  in  Deceinl>er;)  which  wos 
read  t*ice;  and  referred  to  the  Coirttnittec  on  the 
Judiciary. 

PETITrON  WITHDRAW.V. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CRrnii.NDEN,  leave  was 
granted  to  withdraw  fruin  the  files  the  petition  of 
the  widotv  and  ailihiiiiatratnr  of  Andrew  Lewis, 
late  an  officer  in  the  United  Stales  Army,  pray-  . 
ing  to  be  reimbursed  the  costs  and  chnrses  of  a  * 
sun  in.stiiuted  against  liiin  for  respousibility  in- 
curred by  him  in  his  official  capacity. 

ALLOWANCE  OF  CLAIMS. 
The  following  resniutiotis,  Mubmiitcd  by  Mr. 
WooDBt'RY  on  yesterday,  cumeup  for  cunsidera- 
tiotii  and  were  agreed  to: 

Re*otreA^  1'liat  the  ('oininittec  on  Finance  be  Invtructed 
to  iiiijuire  into  ilte  expedieitry  of  girohibiling  hy  law  the  al- 
Inwrance  of  any  claim,  exeep't  under  a  i.pecini  acl  of  Con- 
sre««,  hy  «iy  of  ilie  liepurtuiuuis  or  bureoiM,  which  lias 
once  been  rejected  by  Uie  heads  ibcreol';  and,  alMi,  the  al- 
lowance of  any  claim,  without  such  spvcial  act,  which 
originated  more  than  four  year*  |ireviou«  to  Uie  application 
Air  Bucli  allowance, 

Rtttlctd,  That  tiie  OonniMUesoa  Finsiieo  he  InMraeled 
to  ini)uire  into  the  exp^'dieiicy  ot'  providing  by  law  tlut  Uia 
antin;tl  estiinaies  from  the  different  IK-partnients,  wliich 
are  laid  Iirfore  foiigre^s  liy  the  Secretary  of  Uie  Trcaitury, 
shall  be  aceiMiipitiiletl  by  ihn  written  approval  or  diaap* 
proval  of  the  Presidentsnd  nil  ilin  hond^  oi  Uie  Uepsrlmenls^ 
as  to  Uieir  ueces^ty  and  auiiNini ;  ami  that  no  c»tiiii.'ites  tor 
appropriations  be  at  any  time  siibmiited  to  CoiiKress,  liy  any 
M'the  Deimntneiits  or  liureaiis,  exccjit  such  us  (hkeUic  an- 
nual ttntlHiates)  have  Arst  been  laid  iMllini  the  Socvetary  nf 
the  Treasur>-,  awl  sre  accouipauiad  by  a  |ilaii  from  bint  fur 
lueaua  adequate  to  meet  thciu.    . 

ISAAC  ILSLBT. 

The  CHAIR  remarked  iheve  was  no  other  busi- 
ness before  the  Senate  except  the  special  order, 
which  was  ihe  bill  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  llsley. 

Mr..  EVANS  remarked  that  this  bill  had  been 
postponed  lilt  to-day  on  his  motion,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  obtaining  some  information  from 'the  De» 
partmertt  before  it  was  acted  on.  He  had  not  yet 
obtained  the  information  desired,  and  hoped  the 
bill  would  be  laid  on  the  table  till  Wednesday 
next;  which  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PHELPS,  (there  being  no 
further  business  before  the  Senate,)  the  Senate 
then  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Weditodat,  Jawurgi,  1844. 
Mr.  PETTIT  announced  the  attendance  of  bia 
colleague,  Mr.  Caleb  B.  Smith;  who  was  quali 
ified,  and  took  his  seat. 

BILLS  INTROOUCCp. 

Mr.  HAMLIN,  on  leaye  given,  inliiodueed  a 

bill  entitled  a  bill  to  conatituie  the  eountiea  of 

Penobapotand  Piscataquis,  in  the  State  of  Maine, 

into  a  new  collection  district,  and  to  eaiaUiah 
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Bangor,  in  said  county  of  Penoliscot,  a  port  of 
entry. 

The  bill  was  read  twice  and  referred  to  the 
Commitice  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  DANA,  in  pursuance  of  notice  given,  on 
leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  amend  tlie  net  entitled 
"  An  act  to  reduce  into  one  the  sereml  acta  es- 
tablishing the  Post  Office  Department;"  which 
was  read  twice,  and  raferrcd  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  OfRce  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  SEY.MOUR,  on  Icnve,  and  in  pursuance 
of  notice  given,  introduced  the  bill  to  amend  the 
act  granting  half  pay  and  pensions  to  certain 
widows,  and  the  several  acts  and  regulations  on 
the  subject,  and  extending  the  provisions  thereof. 

The  Dill  liavlng  been  read  twice, 

Mr.  SEYMOUR  moved  to  refer  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union; 
but,  at  the  suggestion  ofMr.STEENROD,wiih- 
drew  that  motion,  and  moved  to  refer  it  to  the 
Cpmmktee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions;  which 
motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  on  leave,  and  in  pursuance  of 
notice  given,  introduced  a  bill  to  provide  for  the 
construction  at  a  dry-dock  and  navy-yard  at 
Philadelphia;  which  was  read  twice, and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  AiTairs. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL,  pursuant  to  notice, 
introduced  a  bill  relating  to  copywright;  which 
waa  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  select  com- 
mittee already  appointed  ou  thai  subject,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Mr.  STEENROO,  pursuant  to  notice,  intro- 
duced a  bill  making  appropriations  for  continuing 
the  Cumberland  road  in  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indi- 
ana, and  Illinois;  and  for  the  erection  of  a° bridge 
at  Wheeling.    It  was  read  twice  and  referred. 

Mr.  STEENROD,  pursuant  to  notice,  intro- 
duced a  bill  making  compensation  to  pension 
agents;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions. 

Mr.  ORIDERintroduced  abill,  of  which  he  had 

firen  notice,  for  the  benefit  of  the  devisees  or  their 
eirs  of  a  person  deceased,  whose  name  was  not 
distinctly  heard.  It  was  read  twice,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  A.  V.  BROWN, pursaantto  previous  no- 
tice, inlrodntxd  a  bill  to  repeal  the  second  section 
of  the  apportionment  law;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  ASHE  introduced  a  bill  to  auihorize  the 
establishment  of  a  navy-yard  and  naval  depot  at 
Of  adjacent  to  Memphis,  in  the  State  of  Tennes- 
see; which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  th« 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  WELLER  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  in- 
troduce a  bill;  which  was  read  twice, and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions. 

NOTICES  or  BILLS. 

Mr.  KING,  of  New  York,  gave  notice  that  he 
would,  on  some  future  day,  ask  leave  to  introduce 
a  bill  providing  to  abolish  the  franking  privilege, 
to  regulate  the  rates  of  postage  in  acconlance  with 
the  coins  of  the  United  States,  and  to  reduce  post- 
we  to  the  lowest  rates  deemed  sufficient  to  sustain 
the  Post  Office  Department  by  its  own  revenue. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  gave  neUce  of  a  bill  to  re- 
duce the  duty  on  salt,  &c. 

RBSOLUTtONS. 

Mr.  PAYNE  submitted  a  resolution  directing 
the  Doorkeeper  of  the  House,  under  the'  direc- 
tions of  the  Clerk,  to  contract  with  some  suitable 
person  to  heat  the  furnaces  constructed  for  warm- 
ing the  building,  and  for  keeping  the  same  in 
repair. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  hoped  the  States  would  be 
called  for  resoludons  in  order,  or  such  as  would 
not  be  debated ;  and,  with  that  view,  he  moved 
a  suspension  of  the  rules. 

Mr.  PAYNE  stated  the  necessity  of  adopting 
his  resolution;  but  after  a  few  words  from  him 
and  Mr.  WINTHROP,  Mr.  HUDSON  and  oth- 
era,  the  motion  of  Mr.  C.  JowrsoM  was  agreed 
to. 

The  States  were  then  called,  beginning  with 
Maine. 

Mr.  REDING  offered  a  resolution  directing 
the  Clerk  of  the  House  to  furnish  to  the -mem- 
bers of  the  House  such  newspapers  as  they 
might  direct,  not  to  exceed  three  daily  papers. 

fifr.  WELLER  objected;  and  the  resolution 
Was  kid  over,  under  the  rule. 


Mr.  ADAMS  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  was  agreed  to: 

Rtulreil,  That  ihe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  bi-  dirorU^il 
to  report  to  thin  Hoii^h  tfin  prrfient  Ktnte  nnd  cotidittou  of 
the  lunds  bcqii'-athrd  hy  James  Sinith>.oii  lo  the  lUitled 
States,  for  the  n.4iablt«hinent  at  the  eity  of  Wavtiinotou  of 
ait  iiiiitiiuiion  for  itae  iiicreusu  and  difTiijiioii  of  Icoowlcdijc 
among  men ;  witli  a  ^taiemeot  showhig  what  payments  of 
interest  ha\*o  been  received,  and  what  (if  any)  have  been 
refnued  or  withlield  on  the  Siaio  siockfi  in  which  lliu  said 
fundi*  were  inv^i.ted  ;  ibe  amouni  of  interest  i^o  wiihlteld 
or  refused  (o  be  paid ;  and  what  meaaiires  have  been  taken 
by  (lie  Secretary  lo  recover  the  same ;  also,  by  whose  ageiiey 
the  paid  inve.-^iiTient-*  were  made ;  witli  copies  of  any  cor- 
reppnndenee  of  Uie  Treasury  Department  with  such  agcuta 
relating  tliereto. 

Mr.  ADAMS  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  was  agreed  to: 

Raotrri,  That  Uie  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested to  coiiimunieaie  to  tile  House  co[iies  of  all  the  io- 
slructions  fi  veil  to  the  coinmandinff  officers  of  tlie  aqusdron 
stipulated  by  the  treaty  with  Great  Brit-lin  of  9th  Augu-^t, 
1843,  to  be  kept  on  the  ei>ui*t  of  Africa  for  the  supprc«Hinn  j 
of  Ihe  stave  trade.  AU-o,  copies  of  the  iiistriiciioiis  given  j 
by  the  British  Government  to  their  squadron,  stipulated  by 
Uie  same  treaty,  if  such  instruetioos  lisve  ixiea  coiuuiUDi- 
cated  to  tliii<  Government. 

Mt.  HUDSON  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution; which  lies  over,  under  the  rule: 

Remtved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  be 
inslruciad  to  hiquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  provis- 
I  ion  for  the  repayment  of  the  sum  which  has  been  audited 
I  and  found  due  to  Maaaacliuseus  and  Maine  for  loiliiis  ser- 
vices, af  set  Ibrth  in  a  letter  from  the  Secreury  of  War, 
I  dated  December  33.  1877.  and  found  In  House  Documeut 
No.  45,  second  session,  Twenly-Fil'tb  Congress. 

Mr.  WINTHROP  offered  the  following  reso- 
lution; which  was  adopted: 

iletolMd,  That  the  (Tommitteeon  Conmeire  inqaitelnto 
Ihe  expediency  of  modifying  the  set  coiieenung  coiisuIk. 
tu.,  so  as  to  exempt  from  any  contribution  In  the  fund  for 
tlie  relief  of  foreign  seamen  the  owners  or  mssien  of  ves- 
sels which  may  have  been  sold  in  foreign  ports,  in  conse- 
quence of  injuries  resulting  from  the  perils  of  the  sea  ;  and 
I  also,  HO  as  to  provide  greater  securities  for  the  execution  of 
the  wills  of  American  citizens  dying  abroad. 

Mr.  CATLIN  offered  the  following:  which 
was  adopted: 

Resolceil,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  lie  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expedieiicyuf  aHowing  to  tngoldsby  W. 
Crawford,  late  collector  of  tlie  customs  at  New  London, 
and  to  Samuel  Phillips,  late  collector  of  ihe  customs  at 
Newburyport,  the  amount  of  interest  claimed  by  them  re- 
specUvely,  oil  the  presentation  of  their  accounu  at  tiie 
Treasury  Deparonent  for  aettlement,  under  Itae  act  of  Con- 
gress of  July  37, 1843. 

The  following  joint  resolution,  offered  by  Mr. 
HUNT,  lies  ever  one  day,  under  the  rule: 

RMOtved  hy  tke  Senate  mid  House  of  RepreuiUativet  of 
Ue  United  SlaUt  ofJImerieain  Oaisgress  asMmUerf,  (two 
tliinis  of  botli  Rouse*  eoacurrint,)  That  the  following 
amendment  to  the  ConsUtalioa  of  uie  Uoited  Siaiei  be  pro- 
po«ed  to  Uie  several  States,  to  lie  valid  to  all  intenu  and 
purposes,  as  pan  of  said  Constitution,  when  raiilled  by  the 
Legislatures  of  three  fourths  nftbeaatd  States,  via. :  No  per- 
son shall  be  berealter  eligible  to  the  office  of  President  of  tlie 
United  Slates  who  shall  have  been  previously  elected  to 
the  said  office,  and  wbo  shall  have  accepted  the  tame,  or 
exercised  ibe  powers  thereof. 

Mr.  LEONARD  offered  the  following;  which 
also  lies  over: 

Resolved,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  be  authorized  to 
procure  the  printing  of  the  illustrations  sooompanying  the 
repuct  of  Professor  Espy  upon  his  meteorological  observa- 
tions i  and  that  the  cost  of  such  maps  shall  not  exceed  two 
sad  a  half  cents  per  copy. 

Mr.  BENTON  offered  the  following  resolution; 
which  was  adopted:  "^ 

Retolaed,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Militia  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  i.ie  expediency  of  modifying  tlie  militia  laws 
of  the  United  States,  ao  aa  to  require  Ihe  enrollment  of  ev- 
ery white  male  citizen  of  the  respective  State* of  the  age  uf 
twenty-one  year*  and  under  the  age  of  Uiiny-live  years, 
with  the  ejcctptinna  made  by  existing  law* ;  and  to  report 
to  this  Hosse  whether  or  not,  In  ilieir  opinion,  the  burdens 
of  the  present  militia  ornaisaUnn  rosy  not  be,  in  other  re- 
spects, greatly  alleviated,  without  impairing  ila  efficiency. 

Mr.  CLINTON  offered  the  following;  which 
was  adopted: 

Retolved,  That  tbe  Clerk  he,  and  I*  hereby,  authorised 
to  distribute  among  the  members  of  this  Hou?e  the  extra 
copies  of  tbe  Compeodium  of  the  Census  of  1640,  now  in 
hi*  office. 

Mr.  CARY  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  House  reAised  to  make  the  report  or 
the  Committe*  on  the  Rules  the  special  order  of 
the  day. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  observed  that  the  yeas  and 
nays  bad  been  taken  upon  that  question. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  the  yeas  and  nays  were  not 
taken;  and  fsrtherroore,  he  believed  there  waa  a 
mistake  made  in  counting,  and  that,  in  point  of 
Tact,  the  vote  of  the  House  was— 

Mr.AoAMi  was  called  to  order  by  Mr.  PAYNE, 


who  remarked,  that  if  the  subject  was  going  lo 
be  debated,  it  mnai  lie  over. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  inquired  ifthis  motion  couM 
be  entertained  at  this  time,  whrn  the  Slates  were 
being  called  for  resolutiona? 

The  SPEAKER  remarked  that  this  was  offered 
as  a  resolution. 

Mr.  ADAMSsnid,  a  motion  for  reeonstderrttian 
was  always  in  order;  it  was  a  privileged  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  suggested  that  the  motion 
was  interfering  with  the  business  for  which  the 
rules  had  been  suspended.  He  thought  it  would 
come  up  more  properly  when  that  suspensioii 
ceased. 

The  SPEAKER  said  he  considered  it  a  privi> 
leged  question,  which  could  be  made  at  any  time. 

Mr.  BOYD  moved  that  tbe  subject  be  laid  upon 
the  taUe. 

Upon  this  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  de- 
manded; and  being  taken,  resulted — yeas  80,  nays 
87;  as  follows:  ■ 

YEAS  —Messrs.  Anderson,  llarringer.  BcNor,  Edward  J. 
Black,  James  Black,  James  A.  llhick.  Blaekwell.  BnsHier, 
Dower,  Howliti,  Boyd,  Jacob  Hriiikerlitifi',  Aaron  V.  Brown, 
William  J.  Brown,  Burke,  Burt,Cald%veli,  C^impbctl.CaUib, 
Augiii'tu-^  A.CIinpiiiau,  Cliiito:),  (^olib,  Colci^,  <  'rov/.Ciill.im, 
Daniel,  John  W.  Davis,  Daw:<nn.  Draii,  li.'bcrry,  Dellet, 
Dickinson,  Dougtas,  Oromgoote.  Duncan,  PickHii,Preacb, 
Gilmer,  Byram  Green,  llale.  Hog*?,  Unujtioii.  llitgbcs,Jauie- 
S41II,  Cave.JuhnifOn,  Andrew  Jolin^oii,  George  W.  Jones, 
Preston  King.  T.abmnclic,  Lucoii,  Lumpkin,  .McCleniaud, 
McConncll,  McKay,  Mathews.  Moon*.  Wewlon,  Norris, 
Payne,  Pratt,  David  S.  Krid,  Reding,  Bitter.  KnssrII,  St. 
Jolin,  Saunders,  Siinihion,  Slidcll,  Tlinmai*  Smith,  Itobert 
Smitli,  Steeiirod.  Su^phcns.  Sulcs,  Sloiic,  Tri>  lor,  lliouiai. 
son,  Thompson,  Tibbatts,  Weller,  Wcntwonii,  and  Wood- 
ward—80. 

NAVS— Mowrs.  Adams.  Ashe,  Banmrd,  Resnkley,  Bea- 
toiv  Brodliead,  Milton  Brown,  tjary,  Carroll,  Cbiltoo, 
Clingmaii,  Cr:iiiHlon.  Garrett  Davis,  Qiclinrd  D.  Davis, 
Dickey.  Duiilap,  Ellis.  Elmer,  Farlec.  Fish.  Plnreiice,  Fool, 
Prick,  Gidding^,  Willid  Green,  Griiler,  Hamlin,  Hardin, 
Uaiper,  Henley,  Herrick,  Hublii>ll,  llud^-on,  liungerford, 
Washington  Hunt,  J:^mes  B.  Uuiit,  Charles  J.  Ingeraoll, 
Joseph  K.  IngHrwill,  Irvin,  Jcnks,  Perlcy  B.  Joliiisoii,  Dan- 
iel  P.  King,  Kirkpatrick,  Lyon,  McCati:ilen.  .McClcllbnd, 
McDowell,  Mcllvatpe,  Marsh,  Eilward  J.  Morris,  Morse, 
Moseley,  \es,  Owen,  Parmenter,  Patterson,  Pevlnu,Rui. 
say,  Uaihbun,  Charles  M  Reed,  Relfe,  Rodney,  Rogers, 
Sample,  Schenck,  Setiter,  Severance,  David  L.  Scyinfiur, 
Thomas  H.  Seymonr,  Simons,  Albert  Smith,  Htetson,  Johtt 
Stewart,  Tilden,  Tyler,  Vance,  Vanneter,  Vinton.  Wbea- 
inn,  Wbilc,  Williauu,  Wiultarup,  sod  Joseph  A.  Wright— 
87. 

So  the  resolution  was  not  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  then  gave  notice  of  a  desire 
to  debate  it;  and  observed  that  it  must,  therefore, 
lie  over  under  the  rules. 

Some  conversation  followed,  in  which  Messrs. 
HARDING,  C.  JOHNSON,  BEARDSLEY, 
ADAMS,  and  the  SPEAKER,  look  part;  when 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that  the  question  U> 
lay  the  resolution  on  the  table  having  been  decided 
in  the  negative,  and  the  question  being  then  on 
reconaiiieration,  (which  was  a  i^rivileged  ques- 
tion,) tbe  parly  moving  it  had  a  right  to  demand 
a  decision  on  it. 

Mr.  JAMESON  asked  if  he  understood  tbe 
Speaker  to  decide  that  the  resolution  of  the  gen- 
tlemen from  New  York  did  not  lie  over,  aa  sug- 
gested, on  notice  of  debate  by  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  question  being 
on  reconsideration,  it  must,  according  to  the  in- 
variable practice  of  the  House,  now  come  op. 

Mr.  JAMESON  said  that,  in  that  case,  the  ob- 
ject of  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee to  call  nil  the  States  for  resolutions  would 
be  defeated,  as  this  question  would  probsbly  be 
discussed,  and  occupy  the  whole  day.  He  hoped 
the  Speaker  would  review  his  decision  with  ref- 
erence to  this  state  of  the  case,  and  revise  it. 
Unless  the  Speaker  did  so,  he  would  be  compelled 
to  appeal. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  suggested  that  the  mover 
of  the  resolution  should  agree  to  let  it  lie  over  till 
after  the  eall  on  the  Stales  for  resolutions  was 
finished. 

Some  conversation  followed,  when  the  resolu- 
tion was,  by  general  consent,  laid  over  till  the  eaH 
on  the  States  should  be  finished. 

Mr.  PRATT  aubmitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Rtiolttd,  That  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Tiessnrv  ftmish 
till*  Hoose,  yesriy,  with  s  nnttticai  leliira  of  all  ui*  banks 
of  tbe  Union— •tatinf  the  aumbar  of  bank*  in  each  Siai*  i 
tbe  amount  of  capital,  bills  in  circulation,  specie  deposits, 
loans  and  discounts ;  with  the  State*'  and  the  I7nlied  States' 
Indebtedness;  jvith  Ihe  import  and  export  of  specie  and 
koiUon;  with  llie  amouut  of  impona  paying  dniy,  Ibe 
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amonatof  nneoue  collected  ihereon,  and  ibe  ■mountfree 
of  datf  i  alio,  the  amount  exported  of  foreiiin  fooda,  and 
the  amount  export*^  of  the  produce  and  maiiuiacturea  of 
Ibia  country,  and  alio  the  lunoage  of  the  aamc,  in  the  tabu- 
lar funn  called  fur  In  the  renolution. 

Mr.  ADAMS  obaerved  thai  there  was  a  ■land- 
ing rule  of  the  House  which  required  the  Secre- 
tory aBDiutlly  to  report  on  the  subject;  and  the 
^atlemaji  would  find  the  informaiion  be  wanted 
in  the  documents  of  the  last  session. 

Mr.  PRATT  replied  that  he  wanted  the  in- 
ibrmation  in  a  tabular  form,  and  ha  had  not  been 
able  to  find  it  in  that  form. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  resolution,  being 
«  call  Ml  one  of  tlie  public  Department*,  muat, 
under  the  roles,  lie  over  for  one  dajr. 

Mr.  HUNGERFORD  submitted  the  following 
resolution;  which  was  considered  and  adopted: 

RcMbxrf,  That  a  select  enniniiitee  be  appointed  on  re- 
tnnchmem,  whsae  duly  It  ><mU  b«  to  examine,  aa  flir  aa 
piaciicaMe,  the  amouat  paid  by  the  GoTemment  to  each 
and  erery  person  fitr  services  as  oflcers  or  nfents,  and,  In- 
cluding members  of  Cnnsre«s,  the  nature  and  amount  of 
micli  serrlcae ;  and  to  recommend  such  Increase  or  de- 
crease aa  they  shall  deem  equitable ;  and  furtJier  to'recom- 
■nend  the  dischargfa  of  all  such  pcraons  In  the  pay  of  the 
Uovernraent  whose  services  can,  In  their  opinion,  be  dis- 
1  wiUi. 


Mr.  BARNARD  submitted  the  follojring  res- 
olution: 

Jteiolva^,  That  the  Secretory  of  War  be  directedto  trans- 
mit to  tlita  HouM  a  copy  of  the  report  of  Captain'  Hughes, 
of  the  corpH  ortnpojrrnphjcal  engineers,  of  the  examitialiOD 
and  survey,  made  during  the  tn^t  season,  of  the  liud^'On 
rivrr,  above  and  belnnr,  with  reTcrpnce  to  its  navigation, 
and  the  condition  of  the  poblic  works  connected  with  the 
improvement  thereof. 

Mr.  McKAY  objecled  to  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution;  and  observed  that  he  wished  the 
rule  to  be  enforced  in  all  caaes. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  it  muat  lie  over  for 
one  day. 

Mr.  BARNARD  asked  leave  to  offer  a  resolu- 
tion that  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  be  in- 
structed to  inquiiv  into  the  expediency  of  proTld- 
ing  by  law  for  a  gratuity  of  one  year's  pay  to  the 
widows  and  orphnns  of  the  officers  and  seamen 
who  were  lost  in  the  late  United  States  schooner 
Grampus. 

Objected  to  by  aeveral,  and  not  received. 

Mr.  ELMER  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Acso/sad,  Thai  the  Committee  on  Conimeree  be  in- 
atructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  miUlorizing  tlie 
ennsitruclion  ol  a  breakwater  near  the  New  Jersey  shore  of 
the  Delaware  bay. 

Mr.  FRiCK  submitted  the  following  joint  res- 
olution; which  lies  over  one  day: 

Retolred  hv  the  Senate  and  Houte  of  Repreeentaiieet  of- 
the  United  Staten  of  America  in  Congrete  auemhieii.  That 
the  Secretary  ol'the  Senate  andt^lerk  ot'ihe  Houw  of  Rep- 
rrsentativea  be  directed,  in  tlie  future  diyburHcmenls  of  the 
public  moneys  lor  the  use  of  their  respective  bodies,  tocon- 
liiie  their  purchtised  exclusively  to  article,!  the  growtli  and 
inaiiuraciuruof  the  United  Stales:  Proridcrf, Tlie  same  can 
hn  procured  of  such  growth  and  manufarture  ;  and  the  said 
utCcers  be,  and  Uicy  are  hereby,  directed  to  make  ttteirdis- 
bur^ementa  aforesaid  Willi  regard  to  ihei*lricteMl  economy. 

Mr.  BIDLACK  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution; which  lies  over  one  day: 

Aesotved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  directed  to 
lay  before  this  Iloii.-te  any  cfttnmunicatiou  lie  luny  have  re- 
ceived on  the  suliject  of  the  u.<e  of  anthracite  coal  in  ihc 
Navy,  for  the  purpose  of  grnerating  slenin  for  propelling 
packet  sbrpe  or  vessels  of  war ;  that  he  stale  the  rti^ults  of 
cxpcriuienu  made  by  the  Navy  Dejiartmeiit  upon  diflerent 
varieties  of  coal,  and  lits  opinion  of  the  respective  value  of 
eaeh  for  naval -purposes,  tiavin;  reference  to  safely,  clean- 
iineae,  compactness  of  storagt-,  and  powL-r  of  ggiierating 
■team;  and  that  he  funher  suie  whether,  tlio  Department, 
for  the  purpose  of  nnaly.'tis  and  experiment,  has  purcha^ipd 
the  coal  made  use  of,  wlint  quantity  has  been  purchased,  if 
any,  and  tlic  amount  paid  thfrefor. 

Mr.  STEWART,  of  Pcnnsylronia,  offered  the 
following  resolution;  which  lies  over  one  day: 

Aesolvcd,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  he  re- 
quested to  cuDiniunicate  to  llils  House,  if  not.  In  his  opin- 
ion, Incompatible  with  the  public  interest,  the  instructions 
given  to  our  Minister  at  Derlin,  by  which  he  has  been 
antborized  to  propose,  in  his  letter  of  9th  of  October,  1843, 
the  negotiation  of  a  treaty  between  this  Government  and 
the  Germanic  States,  or  "  tjnstoms  (Tnion.','  for  mutual  r.^- 
duction  to  he  made  In  their  reapectlvc  tariffs';  tl>geiher  with 
the  corrospoadence  and  dUpatches  upon  Uiat  subject  not 
already  communicated  tothis  Hour*e. 

Mr.  WILKINS  submitted  the  following  res- 
olution; which  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Retolmed,  Tliat  ttie  Committee  on  Naval  AtTalrs  be  In- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  nuthoriziiig,  by 
law,  tlie  construction  of  additional  iron  steam  vessels  upon 
the  Ohio  river,  under  tile  superintendence  of  tlie  N/.vy  De- 
partment, to  be  u.-<ed  for  the  purpose  of  harlior  defense,  aa 
vesaeu  of  war  at  sea,  or  lo  be  employed  in  the  revenue 
service. 


Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  submitted  the  follow- 
ing resolution;  which  was  considered  and  agreed 
tfli: 

Ren>Iiird,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Aflalra  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  bringing  in  a  bill 
similar  to  an  act  of  lOtli  February,  1833,  sutnonxing  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  effect  an  eqaiuMe  settlement  with 
persons  who  have  supplied  timber  and  other  materials  to 
the  Navy,  atreeaUy  to  the  suggeationB  in  taia  anuual  report 
ofthe  35th  November,  1843. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL,  by  general  consent, 
introduced  a  resolution  directing  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  conferring  on  the  United  Slates  consuls  at 
Constfintinople  and  other  Turkish  ports,  juris- 
diction in  civil  controversies  between  citizens  of 
the  United  States;  which  was  ix>nsidered  and 
■greed  lo. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  offered  the  following' 
resolution;  mhj[ch  was  agreed  to: 

ii<is<sed,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Jndicisry  he  in- 
slmeled  to  inqsire  Intn  tlie  expediency  of  emptnraiiug  llie 
Judges  of  lbs  Uiiiiad  States  to  appoint  comniiasioDen  to 
uke  testimony  and  grant  renificatea  in  caaes  of  Aigitivea 
from  labor. 

Mr.  GILMER,  with  a  few  words  of  explana- 
tion, moved  the  printing  of  two  thousand  copies 
of  the  report  made  by  Hie  select  committee  of  the 
last  Congress,  on  the  subject  of  retrenchment  in 
the  Executive  Departments.  He  made  this  mo- 
tion, that  the  new  members  of  the  House  might 
be  informed  on  the  subject.    It  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CHILTON  submilled  the  following  nso- 
lutipn;  which  was  agreed  to: 

Retthed,  That  I  ha  Cnmmlltae  on  the  Post  Ofllee  and 
Post  Koads  ha  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
eslablisliiii^  a  po-t  road  from  Walnut  Branch,  in  the  county 
of  Faqiiier,Viiginla,by  Weaversville,  In  Auburn, in  the  said 
eonnty  ;  and  ofthe  efltnblishment  of  a  post  office  at  Wea- 
veravillt.    - 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  submitted  the  following 
joint  resolution;  which,  after  a  few  words  from 
Mr.  C.  JOHNSON,  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs: 

RenAeed  ty  the  Senate  and  Hone  of  Repretenlativet  of 
the  United  Sittet  of  Amttica  in  Congress  ossemMed,  lliat 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  author- 
ised and  directed  to  pay  such  sum  or  sums  of  money  as  may 
be  awarded  to  claimants  hy  the  commissioners  now  adjudi- 
cating claims  arising  under  the  (Cherokee  treaty  of  IKK,  and 
Infulftllmpnt  ofthe  sevem!  articles  of  said  treaty;  and  that 
the  cenincates  required  to  he  issued  to  claimants  by  the  sev- 
enteenth article,  and  in  amforinity  to  the  uniform  practice 
heretofore,  shall  be  proper  and  sufficient  vouchers  up>n 
Which  payments  shall  be  oiade  as  aforesaid:  Provided, 
That  no  money  shall  be  paid  ontof  the  Treasury  upon  such 
certiflcates  at^er  the  appropriation  heretofore  made  hy  Con- 
giess,  in  fuinilment  of  the  treaty  aforesaid,  is  exhailatad, 
unless  hereafter  authorized  hy  law. 

Mr.  McKA'V  offered  the  following  resolution; 
while  lies  over  one  day,  under  the  rule: 

Hesolved,  That  the  Secreuryof  theTreaaoiy  be  directed 
to  inform  nils  House  of  the  amount  of  expenditure  which 
lias  been  settled  on  the  certifientes  only  ofthe  President  of 
the  United  Siatos.  since  the  4th  of  March,  181^,  and  the 
year  in  which  said  expenditure  was  made. 

Mr.  RHETT  submitted  a  resolution  in  the  fol- 
lowing terms,  on  which  he  moved  the  previous 
question: 

Aesolsed,  Tbst  the  Commitlee  of  Ways  snd  Means  be 
instructed  to  report  a  bill  reducing  all  the  diiUes  on  imports 
over  thirty  per  cent,  ad  valorem  to  that  amonnt,  and  pro- 
viding for  a  flnnl  reduction,  within  two  years,  to  twenty 
per  cent,  ad  valorem,  with  such  discrimination  below  this 
maximum  aa  the  purposes  of  revenue  shall  require. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  DROMGOOLB, 

Mr.  ADAMS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  RHETT  called  for  tellers  on  ordering  the 
yeas  and  nays;  and  Messrs.  Wintbrop  and 
HoDSTOM  were  appointed;  and  they  reported — 
ayes  81,  noes  40. 

The  previous  Question  was  sustained  by  the 
House;  and,  on  toe  adnpiion  of  the  resolution, 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  taken,  and  resulted — 
yeas  57,  nays  IIS;  as  follows: 

Y£AS— Messrs.  Betser,  Edward  J.  Black,  James  A. 
Black,  Blackwell,  Bower,  Bowlln,  Boyd,  Aaron  V.  Brown, 
William  J.  Brown,  Btttt,Caldwell,  Campbell,  Reuben  Chap- 
man, Augustus  A.  Chapman,  CoUi, Coles,  Cnllom,  Daniel, 
John  W.  Davis,  Dawson,  Douslas,  Dnnoan,  Danlap,Fiek- 
lln.  Uilmer,  Hale,  Hammett,  Haralson,  Herriek,  Holmea, 
Houston,  Hughes,  Jaines  H.  Hunt,  Jameson,  Leonard, 
Lewis,  Lucas,  Lnmpkin,  McCanslen,  McClemand,  Mc- 
Connell,  McDowell,  Mathews,  Owen,  Payne,  Pettit,  Relft, 
Bheti,  Banndea,  Thomas  Smith,  Robert  Smith,  Stiles,  Tay- 
lor, Thompson,  Weller,  Wentworth,  and  Woodward— 57. 

NAYS  —  Messrs.  Adams,  A^lie,  Darrliiger,  Barnard, 
Beardsley,  Benton,  Bidlack,  James  Black,  Bn«8ier,  Jacob 
Brinkerhoff,  Brodhead,  Miltnn  Brown,  Cary,  Callln,  Chil- 
ton, Clingman,  Collamer,  Cranston,  Dana,  Garrett  Davis, 
Richnrd  I).  Davis,  Dean,  Dehcrry,  Dickey,  Dickinson,  Dil- 
lingham, Dromguole,  Ellis,  £liner,  Fartee,  Pish,  Florence, 
Foot,  French,  Frick,Giddiiigs, Willis  Green,  Byrsm  Green, 


son,  Andrew  Johnson,  George  W.  Jones,  Preston  King, 
Daniel  P.  King,  Kirkpsttiek,  Lyon,  McClellsnd,  Mcllvaine, 
McKsv,  MsrA,  Moore,  Edwsrd  J.  Morris,'Mone,  Moseley, 
Nes,  Newton,  Fsrmenter,PauerMn,Penoii,Eliatia  R.  Pot- 
ter, Rameey,  Rathham,  Charles  M.  Reed,  Dsvid  S.  Reld, 
Ritter,  Rogera,  Rusaell,  St.  John,  Sample,  Sehenek,  Benler, 
Severance,  Thomas  H.  Seymour,  David  L.  Seymour,  Sim- 
ons, Slidell,  Albert  Smith,  Caleb  B.  Smith,  Steenrod,  8|»- 
ghens,  Stetson,  Andrew  Btswsrt,  John  Stewsn,  Stooe, 
ykes,  Thomaamn,  Tibbstls,  Tilden,  Tyler,  Vance,  Van- 
meter,  Vinton,  Wbeston,  White,  WilUssu,  Wilkins,  Win 
ttarop,  snd  Joseph  A.  Wright— 119. 

i^o  the  resolution  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  moved  the  following  reso- 
lution: 

itasolrcd,  That  William  J.  HeConuIck  be  oppointsd  the 
Poatmaster  of  this  House  daring  the  preaent  Congress. 

Mr.  C.  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  moved  to  lay  the  resolu- 
tion upon  the  table. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  asked  if  this  was  the  day  as- 
signed for  the  appointment  of  a  Postmaster?  If 
not,  he  thoueht  the  resolation  was  not  in  onler. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  said  the  effect  of  the  adop- 
tion of  th  is  resolution ,  would  be  the  repeal  of  the 
previous  one. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  observed,  thatif  this  wereper- 
missible,  they  would  be  able  to  do  that  indirectly 
which  could  not  be  done  directly, 

Mr.  FATNE  said  if  the  gentleman  was  going 
to  debate  the  resolution,  it  must  lie  over. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  said  he  merely  raised  a  ques- 
tion of  order — the  House  having  appointed  a  day 
for  the  election  of  Postmaster — whether  this  res- 
olution could  be  entertained. 

Mr.  WINTHROP  observed  that  this  appeared 
to  him  to  be  one  of  those  questions  of  consistency 
which  it  was  not  within  the  competency  of  the 
Chair  to  decide. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  said  he  believed  he  could 
remove  all  difficulty  by  modifying  his  resolution 
OS  follows: 

JlesoiMd,  That  the  resolution  appoindng  a  day  for  the 
election  of  a  Postmaatar  be  raacinded,  and  that  William  J. 
McCorraick  be  appointed  Postmaster. 

Mr.  ADAMS  iniiuired  whether  a  motion  to 
rescind  a  regular  order  of  the  House  was  not  pre- 
cisely the  same  thing  aa  a  motion  to  rescind  anil* 
ofthe  House;  and  whether  a  day's  notice  woolil 
not,  in  such  case,  be  necessary. 

The  SPEAKER  remarked  that,  under  the  mod- 
ified form,  the  Chair  considered  the  resolution  to 
be  in  order. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  suggested  that  the  Post- 
master must  be  elected  by  vote  of  the  House. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  said  he  believed  the  uniform 

firactiee  had  been  to  appoint  that  officer  by  nso- 
ution. 

Mr.  HAMLTN  rose  again  to  a  question  of  or- 
der. He  desired  to  know  if  the  resolution,  in 
its  present  shape,  did  not  involve  the  same  ab- 
surdity as  at  first. 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that  a  resolution  to 
rescind  a  previous  one  was  in  order. 

The  (luention  being  put  upon  the  motion  to  lay 
the  resolution  upon  the  table, 

Mr.  'WELLER  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  upon 
it. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and  being 
taken,  resulted — yeas  94,  nays  7G;  as  follows: 

VKAS  — Messrs.  Anderson,  Benton,  Bidlack,  James 
Bl-'tck,  Bossier,  Bnniin,  Boyd,  Jacob  Brinkerholf,  Brod- 
head. Aaron  V.  Brown,  William  J.  Brown,  Caldwell,  t'ary, 
Augustus  A.  Chnpni.in,  Clinton.  Cobh,  Coles,  Cullom,  Dana, 
D)(ni''l.  Richnrd  D.  Davis,  John  \V.  Davis,  Dawson,  Dean, 
Dillingliam,  Douelas.  Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Dunlan,  Elmer, 
Ficklin,Hynim  Green,  Half,  llumlin,  llainrmett,  Hiiralsjon, 
UiMilcy,  Herriek,  Hoge,  Houston,  Hubbell,  Hughes,  Hun- 
gerli>rd,  Charles  J.  IngersoU,  Jameson,  Cave  Johnson,  An- 
drew Johnson,  George  W.  Jones,  Kennedy,  Preston  King, 
Leonard.  Lucas,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  McCauslen,  McCler- 
nand.  McConnell,  McDowell,  McKay,  Mathews,  Moore, 
Norris,  Owen,  Parincnter,  Payne,  Peltit,  David  S.  Reid, 
Reding,  Rell'e,  Bitter,  Russell,  Si.  John,  Thomas  H.  Sey- 
mour, Simons,  Thomas  Smitli,  Robert  Smith.  Steenrod, 
Stetson,  John  Stewart,  Stiles,  Sykes,  Taylor,  Thompson, 
Tibbalta,  Weller,  Wentworth,  Wheaton,  Williams,  Wil- 
kins, Woodward  and  Joseph  A.  Wright— 94. 

NAYS  —  Messrs.  Adams,  Ashe,  Barringnr,  Barnard, 
Beardsley,  Bclser,  Edward  J.  Black,  James  A.  Block,  Mil- 
Ion  Brown,  Burl,  Campbell,  Catlin.  Chilton,  Clingman,  Col- 
lamer, Cranston,  Garrett  Davis,  Debcrry,  Delict,  Dickey, 
Dickinson,  Fish,  Florence.  Foot,  Frick,  Ijiddings,  Gilmer, 
Willis  fJrecn,  Gridcr,  llnrdin.  Harper,  Holmes,  Hudson, 
WashingKm  Hunt,  James  B.  Hunt.  Joseph  B.  Ingersoll, 
Irvin,  Jenks,  Perley  B.  Johnson,  Daniel  P.  King,  Kirkpal- 
rick,  Lewis,  McClelland,  Mcllvaine,  Marsh,  Edward  J. 
Morris,  Morse,  Moseley,  Nes.  Newton,  Patterson,  Peyton, 
Elisha  K.  Potter,  Uamsey,  Charles  M.  Reed,  Rheti,  Rogers, 
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Sample,  BKiiiidara,  Sehenek,  Beater,  Senrance,  David  L. 
Beymour,  Slidell,  Albert  Smitb^aleb  B.  Smitb,  Sieptaeiis, 
Andrew  Siewurt,  Tboniuaan,  Tilden,  Tylff,  Vance,  Van 
meter,  Vinton,  Vvtiite,  and  .VVinthiop— 76. 
So  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 
Mr.  HOLMES  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution; which  lies  over  one  day: 

ReralMd,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Cnmmittee  en  Naval 
Alfkira  to  report  upon  the  condition  of  the  privateer  fund, 
and  to  reinatatc  the  peniioDers  who  are  entited  to  the  beo- 
eAt  of  said  fund- 
Mr.  HOLMES  submitted  another  resolution, 
calling  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  in- 
formation in  relation  to  the  amount  of  indemnity 
reeeiTed  from  Mexico;  but  it  waa  objected  to,  and 
laid  over. 

Mr.  BLACK,  of  Georgia,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing resolution;  and  called  the  previous  ques- 
tion on  it: 

Remlttd,  That  the  Citminlnee  of  Ways  and  Meana  l>e 
instrucled  to  report  a  hill,  an  «oan  aa  practiealile,  revising 
the  preaeiit  tariff,  and  iinposinK  duties  on  Iniporta  on  the 
principle  of  revenue  only. 

The  second  to  the  previous  question  having 
been  carried — ayra  ninety-two,  noes  not  counted 
—and  the  main  question  ordered  -without  a  di- 
rision,    . 

Mr.  REID,  of  North  Carolina,  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  main  question,  which  was 
the  adoption  of  the  resolution;  and  which  being 
ordered, 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  called  for  the  reading  of 
the  72d  rule;  which  waa  read,  as  follows: 

"It  (kail  be  the  duty  of  the  Oouimittee  of  Wiiya  and 
Meana  to  take  info  ciinitirieration  nil  auch  reports  of  tlie 
Treasury  Depsrtraeni,  and  all  such  propnsitinna  relative  to 
tile  revenue,  as  iiioy  l>c  refrrrod  to  thciu  by  llit*  llonse ;  to 
inquire  Into  the  atnie  of  the  pubMcdebt,ortlic  revonue,and 
of  the  expenditure,  and  to  report  from  time  to  time  llieir 
apisioii  tbereoD.  To  exauiiie  into  the  state  of  the  "public 
departments,  and  particularly  into  ilic  lawfi  itiakinE  np- 
pmpriations  of  ni<Mitrytt,  and  to  n'por^  whetlrrr  ilic  iiHiiicys 
have  lieen  dieburaed  confnrninhly  with  audi  laws ;  and  also 
to  report,  from  time  lo  lime,  atich  pmvlaions  and  arrange- 
menia  aa  may  be  necessary  in  odd  to  the  economy  nf  Uie 
departments  and  the  aecoiintabiUiy  ofUieir  officers." 

.  The  question  waa  then  taken  on  the  adoption 
of  the  resolution;  nnd  resulted — yeas  83,  nays  84; 
as  follows: 

Y£.\S— Messrs.  Betaer,  Benton,  Edward  J.  Black,  James 
A.  Black,  Blackwell,  Bo^^sicr,  Unwcr,  Bnwiin,  Dnyd,  Jacob 
Brlnkerhotr,  Aaron  V.  flrnwii,  William  J.  Drnwii,  Ilurkc, 
Biirt,  Caldwell,  Cnmp(K-ll,  Reuben  Chapman,  Aui;uatusA. 
Chapman,  Clinton,  Cobb,  Coles,  Croas,  (vUlloni,  Daniel, 
John  W.  Oavis,  D;twann,  Dean,  Dellet,  Douglas^  Duncan, 
Dunlap,  Farlee,  Pickliri,  Gilmer,  Hale,  rinmlin,  Hammett, 
fiaralaon,  Ilerrirk.  [!nlinea,  Hrige,  Houatnn,  fliighea.  Ilun- 
aerford,  James  B.  Hunt,  Jatnei^iiii,  Cave  Johnson,  (George 
\V.  Jones,  Kennedy,  Leonard,  Lewis,  Lneas,  Litmpktn, 
Lynn,  McCsuslen.  McClurnand,  McCnnncll,  McDowell, 
McKay,  Moore,  IVnrris,  Owen,  Payne,  Pellit,  Pratl.  David 
8.  Reid,  Redini,  Uelfe,  Ilhett,  St.  John,  Saunders,  Thomas 
If.  Seymour,  Simpson,  Slidell,  Thomas  Smith,  Robert 
Smith,  Sieenrod,  Ji>hn  Slew.iri,  Stiles,  1'nylnr,  Thompson, 
WcltfT,  >Vcniw(tr?hj  nnd  W«oilwnrd--W. 

N,\VS  —  Mesuni.  Ailinns,  .-Vnderson,  A-^lte,  B-irrinijer, 
in.trnnrd,  ItenrdKley,  Hi(ll»ck,  Jaincs  Black,  Hrntlhc.-id, 
Aliltoii  Brown,  Cnry,  Cntlin.Cniltnn,  Clingninit,  Collanicr, 
Cranston,  llnna,  (Jarretl  Dnvis,  Uichnrd  D.,Davia,  Dehc-rry, 
Dickinson,  Dnnncoole.  Ellis,  Elmer.  Fish,  Florence,  Font, 
French,  Frick,  VVilirsGrceii,  Ilyrnni  Green, Grider,  Ilnrdin, 
Harper,  llnl>bf-ll,  Huilson,  Washington  Hunt,  Cliiirles  J. 
Ingersnil,  Joseph  K.  Inger^oil,  Irvin,  Perley  R.  Johnson, 
Prijatnn  King,  Dnni'  I  I'.  King,  Kirkpatrick,  MeClnllnnd, 
Mellvaitie,  Marfih.  ?*ilwnrd  J.  Morris.  Moscley,  Ncwl<m, 
Pju-inenter,  Peyton,  Eli.lia  U.  Potter,  Rathhiin,  Chiirlrs  M, 
Keed,  Bitter,  Rodney,  Ro2en«,  llussell,  Siiiiipli-,  tichenek, 
Scnter.  Hevcranee,'  Ilavid  L.  Seymour,  r^iinoiia,  Albert 
Pmilh,  t;nlebB.. Smith,  fiephens,  Andrew  Stewart,  Sione, 
Sykes,  Thornatson,  1'iblmlts,  Tyler,  Vanee,  Vaiiineter, 
Vinton, VVheaton, While, Williams,  Wilkins,VVinlhro|i,  and 
Joseph  A.  Wright— 81. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  submittetl  the  following  res- 
olution; which  lies  over  one  day: 

Raolrtd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaanry  be  request, 
f  d  to  furnish  tins  Hr>use  with  a  statement  of  the  value  of 
the  imporu  into  the  United  Slates  during  the  last  calendar 
year,  ending  the  31st  day  of  October  la«l :  designating  such 
articles  as  were,  by  existing  laws,  aut^ect  to  duty,  friini  such 
as  were  admitted  duly  free  ;  with  the  various  kinds. of  arti. 
clesand  commodities  an  iniimrted  in  general  classes,  and 
tlie  ameiiut  of  revenue  derived  from  each. 

Mr.  BOYD  submitted  the  following  resolution; 
which  lies  over  one  day: 

Rctolftd,  That  the  Committee  on  Nairal  Atbin  be  in- 
Strncted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  couairucling  a 
naval  depot  upon  tlie  Miasiiaippi  or  Ohio  river,  In  accord- 
ance with  a  recommendation  contained  in  the  report  of  the 
Bacraiafy  of  War  bearing  dale  the  6Ui  December,  1840. 

Mr.  GREEN,  of  Kentucky,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing resolution;  which  lies  over  one  day: 

Rerslceii,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  be 
Instructed  to  inquire  Into  the  expediency  of  appropriating 
file  sum  of  9300,000  aimually,  for  len  years,  to  be  applied 
10  Ike  lemoval  of  the  obstructioin  in  the  western  rivers. 


or  sn  much  theieof  a«  may  be  neceeaary  to  complete  the 


Mr.  STONE  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  waa  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Jletoleed,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
bringing  in  a  bill  for  Ube  benefit  of  Daniel  S.  Lane. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing resolution;  which  lies  over  one  day: 

Rcaolrei,  That  the  President  of  the  trailed  States  he  re 
qnesied  to  inform  this  House  whether  or  not  Jesse  Hoyi, 
late  collector  of  the  port  of  New  Vork,  has  or  has  not  vio- 
lated the  second  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  entitled 
"An  act  to  repeal  an  act  to  provide  lor  the  collection,  safe- 
keeping, Iranafer,  nnd  diaburaeinent  of  the  public  revenue ; 
and  to  provide  tor  tlie 'punishment  of  embeszlers  of  the 
public  money,  an  A  for  otker  pnrpoees." 

Mr.  FRENCH  offered  a  resolution  directing 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  communicate  to  this 
House  what  progress  has  been  made  in  the  pur- 
chase of  a  site  for,  {tnd.in  the  erection  of,  a  ma- 
rine hoapital  on  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers; 
which  lies  orer  one  day,  under  the  rule. 

Mr.TIBBA.TTS  submitted  a  scries  of  resolu- 
tions calling  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for 
Information  relative  to  the  imposition  of  tolls  on 
the  Louisville  and  Portland  canal,  &c.  These 
resolutions  were  publlsheil  in  the  House  proceed- 
ings in  the  Globe  at  an  earlier  period  of  the  ses- 
sion.   They  lie  over  one  day,  under  the  rule. 

Mr.  THOMASSON  offered  a  resolution  in- 
structing the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  to 
inquire  into  theexpediency  of  providing,  by  law, 
in  all  cases  of  removal  from  office,  that  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  head  of  the  Department  in 
which  the  removal  shall  be  made,  or  the  officer 
making  such  removal,  to  assign  the  reasons  for 
such  removal,  or  furnish  the  charges  which  had 
caused  it.  He  said  he  wished  to  be  heard  on  this 
resolution;  and  therefore  it  was  laid  over,  under 
the  rule. 

Mr.  BOYD  offered  the  following  resolution; 
which  lies  over,  under  the  rule: 

Resolved,  That  the  Conimltiee  on  Naval  Aflkira  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  tlte  expediency  of  consirueting  a 
naval  de|iot  upon  the  Mi!*siasippi  or  Ohio  river,  in  accord- 
ance Willi  a  reeommendation  contained  in  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  bearing  date  Deccmtier  5, 1840. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  introduced  a  resolution  in- 
structing the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roada  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
eatHbllshIng  a  post  route  from  Somerset,  in  Pu- 
laaki  county,  by  way  of  John  Bobbilt's,  to  Lon- 
don, in  Laurel  county,  Kentucky;  which  was 
adopted. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  Introduced  the  following 
resolution: 

Henhei,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested to  lay  before  the  House  any  communications  that 
lie  may  have  received  (if,  in  his  opinion,  it  be  not  Incom- 
patible with  the  public  intereals)  from  our  ministers  «r 
agents  in  other  countries,  in  relation  to  the  growth,  produc- 
tion, and  trade,  in  the  article  of  tobacco,  which  has  not  lieen 
berctorore  communicaied  to  the  House. 

It  lies  over,  under  the  rule. 

Mr.  BLACKWELL  Introduced  the  following, 
resolution;  and  it  was  agreed  to: 

JUnlted.  That  the  Clerk  <if  the  House  be  directed  lo  re- 
port In  Ibis  House  the  amount  of  money  expended  for  the 
printing  of  the  House  of  Representatives  during  the  Twen- 
ty Seventh  Congress,  and  lo  whom  paid;  and  that  be  also 
show  what  would  have  been  the  amount  under  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  the  UUi  day  of  June,  IB41,  reducing 
the  price  of  printing  twenty  per  cent,  helnw  tlie  price  under 
the  joint  resntuiion  of  the  House  of  tlie  3d  of  March,  1643; 
and  that  he  also  inform  the  House  whether  any,  and  what, 
imriion  of  the  printing  of  the  House  for  that  CMtigrcss  re- 
mains yet  to  be  executed ;  and  also  what  ia  tlie  probable 
cost  of^tbat  which  remains  yet  to  bo  done. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  submitted  the  following  res- 
olution; which  lies  over  one  day: 

Aesetred)  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed 
to  report  to  this  House  the  liabilities  that  existed  ngninac 
the  Treasury  on  tlie  1st  of  March,  1641;  and  a  statement  o** 
the  items  that  have  been  paid,  and  those  which  remain 
unpaid.  Also,  that  he  furnish  a  statement  of  Uie  revenue 
received  from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  and  from  Uie 
customs  and  other  sources  in  each  quarter,  from  the  Isl  of 
March,  1841,  to  the  present  time. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  offered  the  follow- 
ing resolution;  which  was  agreed  !•: 

Resolcol,  Tliat  the  Cnmmiltee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads  be  instmcted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
eatahlishing  a  post  route  from  Lynchburr,  Lyncnin  cnuoiy, 
Tennessee,^o  Newmarket,  Madison  county,  Alabama,  anti 
report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 
lUnhti,  That  the  Coqiinilleeof  Ways  aad  Means  be, 


and  they  are  hereby,  instructed  to  report  to  tbli  Iloose,  at 
as  early  a  day  aa  posaiblo,  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  collec- 
tion, safe-keeping,  transfer,  and  disbursement  of  the  pablle 
revenue,  containing  such  provisions,  guards,  and  aeearitiet 
as  will  best  elfoct  the  objects  herein  specified ;  and  to  dis- 
connect the  Qovemment  revenue  from  all  banking  initira- 
tions. 

On  this  he  nMMred  the  previous  question. 

On  seconding  the  demand  for  that  qnestioii, 
tellers  were  demanded ;  and  Messrs.  Hakaliok 
and  Dellet  were  appointed.  They  reported 
eighty-one  in  the  affirmative;  which  was  deemed 
sufficient. 

The  yeas  and  navs  were  then  taken  on  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution— yeas  110,  iiays58;  as 
follows:  • 

YEAS— Messrs.  Anderson,  Beardaley,  Belter,  Baston, 
Bidlack,  Edward  J., Black,  James  Black,  Jaraea  A.  Black, 
Blaekwell,  Bossier,  Bower,  Bowlin.  Boyd,  Jacob  Brinker- 
liotr,  Brodhead,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Bnrke,  Burt,  Caldwell, 
Campbell,  Cary,  Catiin,  Iteubeu  Ctaapman,  Augustas  A. 
Chapman,  Chilton,  Cobb,  Coles,  Cross,  Cullnm,  Dana, 
Daniel,  Richard  D.  Davis,  John  W.  Davis.  Dillingfaam, 
Douclaa,  Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Dunlap,  Ellis,  Elmer,  Farlee, 
Ficklin,  French,  Gilmer,  Hale,  Hamlin,  HammeU,  Haral- 
son, Henley,  Herrick,  Holmes,  Hoge,  Houston,  Hubbell, 
Hughes,  Huiigerlbrd,  James  B.  Hunt,  Jameson, Cave  John- 
son, Andrew  Johnson,  George  W.  Jones,  Preston  King, 
Lnliranche,  Lueaa,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  McCaiislen,  McClel- 
land, McC!crnand,MeConnell,  McDowell,  McKay.  Moore, 
Norris,  Oi»en,'  Parmenter,  Payne.  Pcttit,  Pratl,  Ratbbnn, 
Davids.  Reid,  Reding,  Relfe,  Riieu,  Riuer,  Busaell,8l. 
John,  Saunders,  Thomas  H.  Seymour,  David  L.  Seymour, 
Simons,  Simpson,  Slidell.Thomas  Smith,  Robert  Smitb, 
Sieenrod,  Stetson,  John  Stewart,  Stiles,  Stone,  Tavk>r, 
Thompson,  TibbMU,  VVellcr,  Wentwonh,  Wheaton,  Wil- 
liama,  Wilkins,  Wotidwnrd,  nnd  Wright — 110. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  Ashe,  Barringer,  Barnard,  Mil- 
ton Brown,  Carroll,  Chilton,  Clingman,  l^ollamer,  Crans- 
ton.Garrett  Davis,  Deberry,  Dellet,  Dickey,  DickinannjFJsh,  , 
Florence,  Foot,  Frick,  Giddings,  Willis  Green, Grider,  Har- 
din, Harper,  Hudson,  Washington  Hunt,  Jnseph  R.  laier- 
soll,  Irvin,  Jeiiks,  Perlev  B.  Johnson,  Daniel  P.  King,  Me- 
tlvaine,  Marsb,  Edward  J.  Morris.  Morse,  Moseley,  Net, 
Patterson,  Peyton,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Ramsey,  Rodney, 
Rogers,  Sample,  Schenck,  Senter,  Sevemnce,Albert  Smith, 
Andrew.  Stewart,  Thomassnn,  Tilden,  Tyler,  Vance,  Van- 
meter,  Vinton,  While,  and  Winthrop— SB. 

Mr.  McDowell  offered  the  following  reso- 
lution, moved  its  adoption,  and  upon  that  motion 
demanded  the  previous  question : 

Resoleeil,  That  tbe  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  be  in- 
structed to  report  a  bill  so  modifying  the  present  tariff  aa  to 
pnivide  a  revenue  sutlicient  tor  the  wants  of  the  (^>vi!rn- 
mcnt,  economically  administered,  and  with  eucb  diacrim- 
inaiion  as  looks  to  ihia  object,  and  no  other. 

Mr.  HALE  moved  that  the  House  adjourn;but 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  demanded,  Mr.  H. with- 
drew the  motion. 

Mr.  WHITE  observed,  that  the  call  of  the 
States  for  resolutions    not    having  been  gone 
through,  that  would,  of  course,  be  the  business  - 
'for  it  in  order  to-morrow. 

The  SPEAKER  said  he  considered  that  the 
call  for  resolutions  from  those  States  which  had 
not  been  called  to-day,  would  be  the  regular  order 
of  business. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VINTON,  the  House  then 
adjourned. 

The  following  nnUcet  of  petiUons  presented  tn-day,  were 
handed  to  the  reporters  by  the  membera  preaenling  them : 

By  Mr.  BATHBUKN  :  Tbe  peUtion  of  David  Banleu,of 
the  Slate  of  New  York,  for  an  Invalid  pension  ;  the  petition 
of  William  Glover,  of  the  State  of  New  York,  praying  for 
an  invalid  pension;  and  the  pelition  of  William  Slocum,  of 
New  York,  for  an  invalid  pension  ;  wliich  were  referred  to 
Uie  Comniiltee  on  Invalid  Pensions. 

By  Mr.  BOYD :  The  petition  of  sundry  citizens  of  Pa- 
ducah,  Kentucky,  praying  the  cotistruction  of  a  bridga 
across  tbe  Ohio  river,  at  the  city  of  Wheeling. 

By  Mr.nilNG,  of  New  Vork:  The  petition  of  John  Dav- 
ison, a  revolutionary  soldier,  for  a  pension  ;  the  petition  of 
inliahitants  of  St.  Lawrence  county.  New  York,  for  a  re- 
vision of  the  rates  of  postage ;  and  the  petition  and  papen 
of  John  McCrea  and  Harvey  WakcAcid ;  takeu  from  tbe 
files  of  the  House,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

By  Mr.  WHEATON:  The  petition  of  one  hundred  dt- 
ixens  of  the  totvii  of  Cicero,  New  York,  asking  fura  reduc- 
tion of  postage,  and  the  abolation  of  the  franking  privilege. 

Also,  tlie  petition  of  one  hundred  ciliaens  of  the  town  of 
Lysander,  New  York,  asking  that  a  moil  route  may  he  es- 
ulillshed  from  Baldwinsville,  ennnty  of  Onondaga,  to  Wol- 
cott,  in  the  countv  qf  Wayne,  New  York. 

By  Mr.  CLINTON:  The  pelition  of  Catharine  S.  Chiel- 
der  and  others,  for  a  law  granting  pensions  tn  widows  of 
revolutionary  soldiers. 

By  Mr.  DA  VIS,  of  rndlsna:  The  petition  of Jamet  Carlla 
and  two  hundred  and  twenty-four  others,  citiiens  of  Indi- 
ana, asking  a  donation  Of  refuse  lands,  lo  aaeisl  in  complet- 
ing the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal ;  whicli  was  referred  to  Uis 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Benjamin  McCsmon  and  fbcty-eigtat 
otliers,'citizens  of  SuHivan  county,  Indiana,  prayings  grant 
of  land  ill  the  Vincennesdistrict,  to  improve  the  navigauou 
of  the  Wabash  river  at  the  Grand  Rnpids  ;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  ihe  Comnllttee  on  Public  Lands. 

Also,  the  petiUon  of  Daniel  Riainger  and  three  bundled 
aad  tbiriy-two  ottaera,  ciiiiena  of  Knox  county,  Indiana, 
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J  a  annt  of  land  in  the  ViBcanaea  dittrict,  to  improve 

(lie  Onnd  Rapidi  of  the  Wabssh  river ;  irbich  wo  reiened 
to  Ibe  Committee  on  Public  Leodt. 

AI«o,  the  petHioD  of  randry  eltizeni  of  DsTieae  eonntr, 
IndiBne,  uking  a  gnnl  of  land  in  the  Viflceaaea  diatrict  to 
rir'r  in  completing  Ilie  Wabaah  and  Erie  Canal. 

Bf  Mr.  FBJC^ :  the  prMion  of  a  nnmber  of  citiieni  of 
Lycoming  county,  Pennsylvania,  praying  fora  reduction  of 
puaiaga  oa  leoaaa,  pefiodieala,  and  aewapapen. 

Alaa,  tlw  petWoB  of  a  —liar  of  Inhaninnla  ofLjcom- 
iag  ana  nonhumbeiland  conntiea,  Pennaylvania,  praying 
for  the  ezieasioa  of  a  poet  route  lh>m  Wataonnown  to 
MangcfTille,  a  diatanee  of  aiz  mUea. 

Ala*,  III*  petitfoa  of  Joka  P.  Bebiwtar,  of  Maney  Ly- 
conuog  cooaiy,  Peaoaylrania,  praying  lot  relief,  for  wouada 
taceiTed  in  the  (ate  war ;  which  wu  referred  to  the  Com- 
nlnae  on  Invall  I  Pensiona. 

By  Mr.  SETMOtlR,  of  Oomeetieat:  the  p«itio«  of 
OUMiail  Giileu,  of  LitchMd,  Coanaelieut,  for  ancangea 
of  feMkm;  wMehmaratetedlollMComihieeoB  Eat- 
otaliooacy  Cllalua. 

By  Mr.  WENTWOKTH:  The  pelitioD  ofanndry  citi- 
maaa  of  LlTingatm  county,  Illinoia,  fiir  change  on  mail 
mote  hetwoao  Lexington,  McLean,  Ponliae,  and  Living- 
Moo  eooagr,  ao  aa  to  paaa  Indiana  Grove ;  which  waa  re- 
lierTed  to  the  Committee  on  the  Poat  Office  and  Poat  Roada. 

By  Mr.  WBEATON :  The  petition  of  Ave  hundred  and 

'  Aantaen  eiiitena  of  the  county  of  Onondaga,  New  Tork, 

aakiog  Coogreaa  lo  rNaaet  tba  law  of  the  laat  Coogreaa 

graaliaf  a  penaioa  lo  the  widowa  of  otteen  and  aoldien  of 

the  revolutioflary  war. 

By  Mr.  DUNLAP :  A  prthion  of  aandry  ritlzena  of  North 
Tarmoath, Maine, pnyinffor the adjuatmeat of lo«ea  hy 
7rea«h  crniaera  prior  to  1800;  which  waa  refened  to  the 
CommitMe  on  Foreiga  Relaiiona. 

Alao,  a  petilton  of  William  Allen,  praying  for  a  pension ; 
which  waa  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensiona. 

Alao,  the  pMilloo  of  Simoon  Caawell,  praying  for  a  pea- 
aiOD ;  whiefa  waa  reltorad  totba  CommictM  on  Invalid  Pea- 
alona. 

ByXr.  RAM3ET:  The  petition  ofanndry  eilisena  of 
Adaiaa  conniy,  Pennsylvania,  aUng  a  reduction  of  the 
ptaaeM  ralea  or  poatage. 

By  Mr.  BIOLACkT  The  paliUoa  of  citisena  of  Catta- 
wiaaa,  in  the  Sute  of  Pennaylvania.  aaking  for  the  reduc- 
lioa  of  posrage ;  which  waa  raferreo  to  the  Committee  on 
Ibe  Poat  Office  and  Poat  Roada. 


IN  SENATE. 


TteiTBSDAT,  January  4,  1844. 

The  PRESIDENT  oro  temporeUid  before  the 
Senate  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate, 
ahowing  the  manner  of  the  disburaement  of  the 
continirent  fund;  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  TAP- 
FAN,  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  EVANS  presented  a  petition  from  George 
Whitten,  of  the  State  of  Maine,  praying  for  a 
pension  for  injuries  receivea  in  the  service  of  the 
iTnited  States,  in  the  last  war  with  Great  Britain; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sion*. 

Mr.  MILLER  presented  a  memorial  signed  by 
members  of  the  bar  of  Alexandria,  asking  that 
the  next  jud^  to  be  appointed  for  the  circuit  court 
of  the  District  of  Columbia  may  be  required,  by 
law,  to  reaide  in  thatclty;  which  was  referred  lo 
the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  BATES  presented  a  petition  from  James 
Lpw,  of  Charlestown,  Massachusetts,  for  a  pen- 
sion; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensiona. 

Mr.  BARROW  presented  a  petition  from  G. 
H.  MePadden,  FTsle,  and  othera,  of  Louisiana, 
ctlizens  of  the  parish  o[  Point  Coupee,  aaking  for 
the  passage  of  a  law  panting  them  preemption  to 
certain  tracts  of  Isnd  in  that  Stale;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  STURGEON  presented  a  petition  from 
citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  asking  a  further  appro- 
priation for  the  completion  of  the  works  com- 
menced in  the  harbor  of  Erie,  in  that  State;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  DAYTON  presented  a  petition  from  Wil- 
liam Grant,  gaardian  of  Thomas  Westealt,  pray- 
ing for  a  reatoration  of  pensions  which  he  (br- 
merly  received,  under  the  law  of  1837,  for  the 
more  equitable  administration  of  the  navy  pen- 
sion fund;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  PenaioDs. 

Mr.  BAYARD  preseoled  s  petiu'on  from  citi- 
ccDS  of  PUiadelphia,  in  reference  lo  the  naval 

Knsion  law,  praying  that  some  provision  may 
nad«  for  those  widowa  whose  pensions  were 
diseoniiaaed  io  coosequence  of  the  repeal  of  the 
law  of  1837  for  the  more  equitable  distribution  of 
the  miTal  pension  fund ;  which  waa  referred  to  the 
Comrailtee  on  Naval  ASaira. 
_  Mr.  BUCHANAN  preaented  a  memorial  from 
citiseiia  of  Pennsylvania,  askings  further  appro- 
priation of  money  to  continue  aaid  complete  the 
works  began  io  the  harbor  of  Erie  in  that  Slate. 
Mr.  B.  said,  if  this  waa  the  proper  time  to  go  into 


the  diaeuaaioii  of -the  sulject,  he  csuld  show  that, 
whether  aa  connected  with  the  commercial  inter- 
esta  of  the  great  Weat,  or  the  oommereial  inter- 
ests of  the  wmole  country,  it  waa  of  equal  import- 
ance that  the  works  in  this  harbor  should  go  on. 

The  memorial  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGB  presented  a  petition  from 
John  Becraft,  a  soldier  in  the  last  war  with  Great 
Britain,  praying  a  pension  for  wounds  received; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

PAPER*  WITHDRAWN  AND  REPERRBD. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  said  there  were  several 
memorials  on  the  files  of  the  Sanste,  signed  by 
merchanta  of  New  York,  asking  Congress  to 
make  such  alteraliona  in  the  existing  law  in  rela- 
tion to  drawbacks  aa  to  allow  a  drawback  iipon 
^oda  reexported  in  original  packages  to  the  Brit- 
ish North  American  provinces.  He  moved  that 
thoae  memorials  be  taken  from  the  files,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Commerce;  which 
was  agreed  to. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  SEMPLE,  it  was 
Oritni,  That  the  memorial  of  ITriah  Brown,  of  Illlaola, 
pnyias  an  inveatifBtlon  of  bis  invention  on  the  aubject  of 
eoaat  oefenaea  by  meane  oflirc-ablps,  be  taken  IVom  the  Ulea, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Amiira. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FULTON,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  documents  on  the  Olea  relating  to  the 
claim  of  Henry  Funkliouser,  for  a  balance  due  hliii  under 
a  contract  for  aupporting  certain  emigmiing  Indians,  be 
taken  tlierelhNB,  and  referred  to  the  Comuiiitee  on  Indian 
AflUia. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  COLCIUITT,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  petiiinn  of  Semoel  Walker  and  Fran- 
ela  6.  Beauy,  praying  a  eonsideraiinn  for  injuries  received 
by  the  falling  of  tlie  acaflbid  nn  which  they  were  at  work  on 
tlie  Treasury  building,  be  taken  Iroin  the  files, and  referred 
to  the  Comniitlee  on  the  District  at  Columbia. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CHOATE,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  memorial  uf  Edward  Earic,  the  inven- 
tor and  patentee  of  a  process  of  preaerving  ve|^tal>te  mat-- 
ter  ftom  decay,  and  preying  it»  adoption  at  the  variooa 
armories,  arsenals,  and  navy-yarda  of  tlie  United  States,  be 
taken  from  Itie  flies  of  the  Senate,  nod  referred  to  the  Coin- 
miuee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

JAMES  WILSON. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  remarked  that  a  few  days  ago 
a  petition  from  Jamea  Wilson,  the  keeper  of  the 
gate  at  the  Capitol,  praying  for  an  increase  of 
compensation,  had  been  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Contingent  Expenses  of  the  Senate. 
This  reference  was  improperly  made.  He  is  not 
paid  from  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Senate. 
That  committee,  therefore,  have  nothing  to  do 
with  it.  It  should  have  been  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds. 
He  moved  to  discharge  the  C^miiiittee  on  the 
Contingent  Expenaes  from  its  further  consider- 
ation, and  to  refer  it  to  that  committee. 

Mr.  DAYTON,  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Public  Building,  inquired  what  the  nature  of 
the  petition  waa,  if  it  waa  not  properly  referable 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Contingent  Expenses? 

Mr.  TAPPAN  replied  that  it  was  a  petition 
from  one  of  those  belonging  to  that  army  called 
the  police  of  the  Capitol.  Hia  application  had 
nothing  to  do  with  tne  contingent  fund. 

The  committee  waa  accordingly  diacharged; 
an|l  the  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Buildings  and  Gi-ounda. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  PHELPS,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
to  which  waa  referred  the  petition  of  George 
Harrison,  praying  to  be  reimbursed  for  liability 
for  amount  of  over  payment  made  by  him  while, 
paymaster  in  the  Army,  made  an  adverse  report 
thereon;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  granting  a  certain 
quantity  of  land  to  aid  in  the  improvement  of  the 
Fox  and  Wisconsin  rivers,  and  to  connect  the 
same  by  a  canal,  in  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  MERRICK,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  moved  that  that 
committee  be  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  petition  of  Ira  Day,  praving 
compensation  for  carrying  the  mail;  and  thm  the 
su^ect  be  indefinitely  postponed.         , 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PHELPS,  the  question  waa 
laid  on  the  table  for  the  present. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  BAGBY,  on  leave,  iiitrodaced  a  bill  for 


the  relief  of  the  legal  represenUitives  of  William 
Walker;  which  was  read  twice,  and,  with  a  doc- 
ument, (being  an  argument  of  the  attorney  of  ths 
lefal  representative,)  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  HANNEQAN,  on  lesve,  introduced  a  bill 
making  an  appropriation  for  the  continuation  of 
the  Cumberland  road  in  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indi- 
ana,  and  Illinoia;  which  waa  read  twice,  and  re* 
ferrcd  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

NOTICE  or  A  BILL. 

Mr.  FULTON  gave  notiee  that  he  would,  to* 
morrow,  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  joint  resolution 
to  extend  the  franking  privilege  to  the  ex- Vice 
Presidents  of  the  Unitea  States. 

RESOLUTIONS. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  WALKER,  it  was 
JUsolaed,  That  ibe  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Poat  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
aaiahUahiiit  a  mall  roaie  from  Miasiaaippi  City  to  Jackson, 
in  Miaaiaaippi. 

Mr.  BREBSE  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  was  agreed  to: 

Rfsoissd,  That  Ibe  Committee  on  the  fim  Office  and 
Post  Rnnds  be  insirucied  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
establisliing  a  post  route  from  Cariysle,  by  Hanover  and 
Marcnutch,  to  Belleville,  in  St.  Clair  county,  in  tlie  State  of 
Illinoia. 

Mr.  BENTON  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Raoletd,  That  the  President  of  tlie  United  Butaa  be  re- 
quested to  communicate  to  the  Senate  all  Uic  correspond- 
ence in  the  War  Department  in  relation  to  the  procccdinga 
and  conduct  of  tlie  Choctaw  commiseion  now  sitting  in 
thn  But*  of  Miaaiaaippi,  on  Un  Dancing  Rabbit  eieak 
treaty. 

TITLE  TO  OREGON. 

Mr.  ARCHER  said  that  the  resolution  sub- 
mitted by  (he  Senator  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Allen,] 
touching  the  Oregon  question,  had  been  laid  on 
the  table  to  accommodate  him.  He  now  rose  to 
make  his 'acknowledgments  to  that  honorable 
Senator  for  his  forbearance  to  press  the  resolu- 
tion in  consequence  of  hia  indisposition.  He  had 
no  objection  to  taking  up  the  resolution  now, 
with  a  view  to  its  passage. 

The  resolution  was  then  taken  up,  and  read  as 
follows: 

Raotved,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  lay  before 
Uie  Senate,  if  in  his  Judgment  tltat  may  be  d^me  withoat 
prejudice  to  the  public  interests,  a  copy  of  any  inatruetiona 
wliicli  may  have  been  given  hy  the  Executive  to  the  Amer- 
ican Minister  in  England  on  the  suUJect  of  the  title  to,  aiHl 
oceupatioo  of  Oregtm,  since  Ibe  Hit  day  of  March,  1641 ; 
also,  a  copy  of  any  correspondence  which  may  have  passed 
between  this  Guvcrnwent  and  tiiat  (iMireat  Briuin  la  rela- 
Uon  to  thai  subjeci,  t«ince  Uiat  lime. 

Mr.  MOREHEAD  had  no  objection  at  all  lo 
the  information  which  the  resolution  proposes  to 
obtain  from  the  Executive  Department;  out  ever 
since  the  Senator  from  Ohio  nad  submitted  ^e 
resolution,  he  had  entertained  considerable  doubt 
in  his  own  mind  whether,  during  the  peniling  of 
a  negotiation  between  the  Executive  of  thia  (SoV' 
ernment  and  '.he  Governihent  of  Great  Britain,  the 
Senate  should  ask  for  the  communication  of  the 
correspondence  on  the  suliject  from  the  Executive, 
until  the  eonclusion  of  that  ne^tiation.  It  seemed 
lo  him  that  this  was  a  subjeet  which  deserved 
very  serious  consideration ;  and,  although  the  res- 
olution was  worded  in  the  guarded  msnner  in 
which  such  resolutions  are  uaually  worded — 
although  it  was  left  to  the  President  of  the  United 
Stales,  whether  lie  should  conceive  it  consistent 
with  the  public  interests  to  give  the  information 
called  for;  yet  he  was  very  much  disposed  to  doubt  . 
the  policy  of  the  course  proposed.  It  was  a  res- 
olution that  should  be  seriously  considered  by  the 
Senate  While  he  said  this,  he  could  not  bo  sus- 
pected by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Ohio  of 
throwing  any  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  passage 
of  the  resolution.  His  solicitude  arose  only  team 
a  desire  on  his  part  to  adopt  no  rule  of  proceeding 
in  the  Senate  which  should  hereafter  create  diffi- 
culty. It  seemed  to  him  that  to  establish  a  rule 
calling  upon  the  President  of  the  United  States 
for  correspondence  in' reference  to  any  sul^ect  of 
negotiations  between  this  country  and  foreiga 
Governments,  would  be  to  establish  a  rule  which, 
in  all  probability,  would  be  attended  with  much 
difficulty.  He  therefore  rose  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Senate  to  the  subject,  that  the  resolution 
might  not  pass  entirely  unobserved,  mtbcr  than 
for  the  purpose  of  throwing  any  bMiacIs  in  the 
way  of  the  passage  of  the  resolution.  If  the  Sen- 
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ator  tram  Ohio  had  no  objection,  h«  would  move 
that  the  rahj«et  be  laid  on  the  table  for  the  pres- 
ent, and  that  it  be  called  up  nt  some  future  time. 

Mr.  ALLEN  wa»  well  aware  that  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky  could  have  none  but  a  proper 
motive  for  the  motion  which  it  was  liis  intention 
to  make;  but  he  was  nian  equally  well  aware  that 
the  mass  of  the  people  west  of  the  Alleghanies 
felt  a  deep  interest  in  the  question  of  ihc  imme- 
diate occupation  of  the  Oregon  territory  by  this 
Gorerninent.  He  thought  that, (he  apprehen- 
sions of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  were  enter- 
tained without  sufficient  foundation.  He  held 
that  to  reftiae  this  inquiry  on  the  grounds  taken 
by  the  Spnator  from  Kentucky,  would  be  to 
establish,  for  the  first  time,  a  precedent  which 
might  be  worked  to  the  detriment  of  the  best  in- 
ti-reslB  of  the  country.  It  was  not  proposed  by 
tliis  resolution  to  estnblisli  any  new  precedent. 
The  prccedi-iit  on  which  it  rested  was  as  old  a* 
the  Senate  itself;  and,  on  reference  to  iis^urnala, 
it  would  be  found  that  this  mode  of  calling  on  (he 
Executive  far  information  in  relation  to  a  subj«-ct 
of  this  nature  has  been  pursued  almost  as  much 
a«  oo  any  other  subject  of  information.  He  knew 
■very  well,  that,  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  the  Prrsiilent  of  the  Unitrd  States  had  the 
initiation  of  all  negotiations  with  foreign  Gov- 
rrnmenls;  but  that  is  all  he  has.  He  has  not  the 
sol^  and  absolute  power  to  bind  this  Qovernmen  t, 
independent  of  any  act  of  the  other  branch  of  the 
OoTprnmoni,  deaiirnati'd  by  the  Constitution  to 
ratify  his  acts.  The  ^enatoraskcd,  why  call  for 
tliia  intbrmntion  pending  the  negotiation  now 
going  on?  His  answer  was,  why  call  for  it  ufler 
the  negotiation  is  concluded — when  all  is  done 
for  good  or  for  evil  that  the  Executive  can  do  ? 
It  was  but  B  poor  remedy  for  Ihc  evil  done,  to 
rail  on  liim  to  furnish  the  grounds  of  hix  decision 
in  the  mailer.  The  example  of  the  manner  in 
which  the  British  treaty  had  been  negotiated 
should  adatioiiish  the  Seuiito  on  this  point. 

The  Senate  of  the  United  Slates  has  a  duty  to 
perform;  but  it  is  impossible  for  it  to  effect  any- 
thing iu  arresting  public  calamity,  if  it  docs  not 
interfere  till  the  work  of  calamity  is  so  far  ad- 
vanced that  it  cannot  be  nrrasietl.  The  Senate 
need  not  be  reminded  of  the  discussions  which 
the  British  treaty  had  given  rise  to  in  this  Cham- 
ber. All  that  took  place  on  that  subject  had  been 
made  known  to  the  pu'ilic.  But  he  wnnlil  appeal 
to  the  Senators  in  the  majority,  and  ask  tlii:in, 
was  it  not  within  their  recollection  that,  against 
the  strongest  arguments,  the  treaty  was  agreed 
to  by  two  thirds  rfT  the  body,  on  the  ground  that 
the  Executive  had  acted  in  the  matter,  and  that 
the  honor  of  the  country  would  be  compromitled 
by  any  departure  from  the  negotiation  concluded. 
It  yrns  maiutained,  in  defense  of  this  course,  by 
two  thirds  of  this  body,  that  the  calamity  of  the 
country  would  be  greater  in  refusing  theconcur- 
rence  of  the  Senate,  than  in  accepting  the  treaty 
as  it  was.  Yet  the  treaty  was  made  before  the 
Senate  could  act,  it  was  consummated  within  the 
reach  of  a  strong  man's  voice  from  the  Senate, 
though  it  contained  provisions  repugnant  to  the 
sense  of  a  large  majority  of  this  body,  still  it 
went  thmogh  with  a  majority  of  two  tliirds,  be- 
cause each  Senator  acting  on  the  state  of  the  case 
«aw  that  it  was  loo  late  to  do  otherwise  than  con- 
firm the  act  of  the  Executive.  Could  it  bo  ima- 
gined that  so  many  Senators,  standing  here  as  the 
representatives  of  sovereign  Slates  themselves, 
would  have  agreed  to  a  treaty  by  which  one  of 
the  Stales  of  this  Union  was  to  be  dismembered, 
and  neatly  a  foitnh  of  its  territory  taken  from  it 
and  cast  as  an  additional  fragment  into  the  terri- 
tory of  the  British  empire,— could  it  be  imagined 
that  two  thirds  of  this  Senate  would  havchauany 
occasion  to  give  their  vote  for  the  confirmation  of 
aaeh  a  treaty  in  the  shape  in  which  it  was  pr«- 
santed  for  confirmation,  had  the  rights  of  this 
body  been  exercised  before  the  negotiation  of  it 
had  been  brought  to  a  eonetosion.  True,  the 
Senate  had  had  the  correspondence  of  the  two 
Oovernments  along  with  the  treaty;  but  it  was 
too  late;  it  wss  at  a  time  when  it  cnuld  effect  no 
good,  and  was,'therefore,  of  mi  use.  Here,  now, 
was  an  opportunity  o(  profiting  by  the  example. 
A  treaty  is  negotiating  between  ihis  Government 
and  the  Government  of  Great  Britain,  in  relation 
to  the  Territory  of  Oregon. 

He  remembered  seeing  in  the  newspapers  since 
the  last  ■esaioo  of  Congress,  tlie  fact  stated,  that 


a  call  had  been  made  off  Mr.  Peel,  the  British 
Minister,  in  Parliament,  as  to  what  was  doing 
about  this  very  negotiation.  Hisanswer,  coached 
in  all  the  ambiguity  familiar  to  ministers  in  his 
situation,  was  such  as,  without  being  very  defi- 
nite, eonveyvd  the  idea  that  such  a  negotiation 
was  going  on  as  would  eventually  aecure  the 
rights  and  welfare  of  the  British  etapire.  This 
negotiation  was  going  on  after  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States  had  passed  a  bill  for  the  occupation 
of  the  territory,  and  made  the  question  a  legisla- 
tive question;  and  now  it  is  going  on,  while  a  bill 
lately  introduced  is  actually  the  subject  of  pres- 
ent legislation,  in  conformity  with  the  expressed 
wishes  of  thi>  American  people.  Having  reason 
to  believe  that  a  negotiation  was  going  on  upon  a 
subject  of  legislative  action,  it  was  proper  that  the 
nature  of  the  negotiation  should  be  known  to  the 
legislative  body  pending  the  act  of  legislation,  lest 
a  conflict  of  action  might  take  place  between  the 
executive  and  legislative  departments  of  the  Got- 
ernmenl.  Now,  he  held  that  it  was  the  right  of 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  pending  a  nego- 
tiation anywhere,  or  fbr  any  object,  to  demand 
of  the  President  of  the  Uniteti  States,  that  be  shall 
place  before  this  body,  information  as  to  all  the 
steps  and  stages  of  that  negotiation  previous  to 
its  conclusion.  The  Senate,  by  the  Constitulion 
is  made  a  part  of  the  negotiating  power;  and  if  it 
is  to  exercise  its  power  only  after  another  power 
has  been  exercised,  which  renders  its  power  im- 
potent, it  is  in  efiect,  left  without  the  poweroon- 
ferred  upon  it  by  the  Constitution. 

He  undertook  to  say  that  the  language  <if  this 
resolution  is  the  precautionary  language  always 
employed  in  like  resolutions  calling  for  informa- 
tion in  relationto  the  correspondence  of  this  Gov- 
ernment with  foreign  Governments.    The  Pres- 

I  ideiit  has  the  authority  to  make  the  first  move, 
lie  acts  in  advance  of  the  Senate — with  it,  or  with 

I  it  not.  The  condition  ofany  question  being  known 

'  to  him,  he  is  better  able  to  judge  the  propriety 
and  policy  of  entering  upon  the  negotiation. 

It  i;B  a  matter  addressed  to  his  own  judgment. 
Either  it  is  right,  or  it  is  wrong,  to  lay  the  cor- 
respondence relative,  to  the  pending  negotiation 
before  the  Senate.  If  it  be  right,  he  can  send  it 
here.  If  it  be  wrong,  he  will  keep  it  to  himself, 
and  inform  the  Senate  that  it  is  not  expedient  for 
thf!  public  service  yet  to  disclose  the  correspond- 
ence. 

I  But  this  resolution  was  not  only  right  on  gen- 
eral principles,  but  it  was  particularly  important 
that  it  should  be  adopted,  when,  the  question  to 
which  it  refers  was  a  subject  of  legislative  action. 
When  the  Senate  is  acting  on  the  Oregon  bill,  ia 
it  not  to  know  what  may  be  the  consequence  of 
passing  that  bill  ?  And  how  is  it  to  know  it,  if 
the  stale  of  the  case  is  to  he  concealed  from  the 
Senate^  It  will,  if  not  informed  on  this  subject 
by  the  Executive,  be  legislating  in  the  dark. 
The  Pmsident  may  be  bound  to  one  state  of 
things,  while  Congress, by  its  solemn  law,  binds 
the  country  to  another;  and  then  the  spectacle  is 
presented  to  the  world  of  the  question  standing 
on  two  totally  dilTer^nt  grounds  in  consquence 
of  the  simultaneous  action  of  two  branches  of  the 
Government,  the  one  acting  without  the  rrquiaitc 
knowledge  of  the  action  of  the  other.  Whatso- 
ever may  be  the  consequence  of  communicating 
the  information  called  for,  Che  country  is  ready 
and  willing  to  meet  it.  He  remembered  to  have 
read  a  report  of  Mr.  Peel's  speech  after  the  Sen- 
ate had  [>as8rd  the  Oregon  bill  of  last  session,  in 
which  he  said  that  that  bill,  had  it  become  a  law, 
would  have  been  a  cause  of  war.  This  was  the 
declaration  made  by  the  Prime  Minister  of  Eng- 
land in  his  place  in  Parliament,  and  therefore  it 
cannot  be  supposed  that  it  was  a  declaration 
made  without  authority,  or  without  a  motive.  It 
was  a  declaration  made  forthe  purpose  of  admon- 
ishing the  Congre.is  of  the  United  States,  that, 
under  the  threat  of  war,  it  should  keep. still  on 
the  subject  of  the  Oregon  Territory,  aind  leave 
the  maucr  to  negotiation.  Cause  of  war!  A 
decoration  made  by  the  British  Minister  with 
regard  to  the  action  of  one  branch  of  this  Gov- 
ertiiaient  in  relation  to  its  own  territory — a  terri- 
tory as  large  as  that  of  England  tliree  tiroes  mul- 
tiplied! If  that  British  Minister  thought  that 
such  a  declaration  was  calculated  to  make  any 
impression  on  the  representatives  of  the  people 
of  this  country,  he  was  greatly  mistaken.  It 
could  have  oo  operation  on  the  American  people. 


and  certainly  should  have  none  on  their  repie- 
sentatives. 

He  now  wanted  to  see  what  the  state  of  this 
negotiation  was;  and  h«  wanted  the  American 
people  to  see  it.  If  it  ia  n<^ssary  to  prepare  for 
the  alternative  of  war  or  the  surrender  of  their 
territory,  the  American  people  will  send  milUoas 
to  maintain  their  rights  the  moment  they  know 
the  fact. 

Shoul4  this  resolution  be  laid  on  the  table— 
which  be  trusted  it  would  not;  for,  if  it  was,  it 
could  not  be  from  any  other  motive  than  the  mo- 
tive which  would  resist  the  action  of  the  Senate 
on  the  bill  lately  introduced — no  Senator  would 
be  able  to  say  that  he  sboold  vote  knowiagly, 
wisely,  and  with  that  action  necessary  far  Mio- 
erative  legislation.  That  be  could  vote  on  the  bUt 
wltile  negotiation  on  the  subject  of  it  was  going 
on  between  the  two  Government*,  and  vow  aa- 
derstandingly,  without  the  information  called  for 
by  this  resolution,  seemed  to  him  impossible.  It 
could  not  be  done.  Tlie  Senate,  in  the  abseaee 
of  that  information,  would  have  to  legislate  m  the 
dark,  and  that  by  its  own  volition;  because  it 
commanded  it  to  the  dark,  where  the  power  ex- 
isted of  commanding  the  light.  The  Senate  puts 
this  resolution  on  the  table,and  then  votes  to  put 
the  bill  also  on  the  table,  qn  the  plea  that  it  knows 
not  what  has  been  done  with  regard  to  the  nego- 
tiatioo.  WouM  tfaia  be  a  sotiaiactory  excuse  to 
the  country  for  not  acting  on  the  bin,  after  the 
Senate  hail  refused  to  obtain  the  informatioo  ne- 
cessary for  its  action  >  For  his  part,  be  sboold 
not  return  to  his  constituents  with  any  aoeh  ex- 
cuse. He  would  not  go  home  and  tell  his  con- 
stituents that  certain  negotiations  were  going  en, 
concerning  which  he  had  refused  to  make  any 
inquiry,  and  therefore  he  had  not  been  ready  to 
act  upon  the  bill;  and  especially  after  the  intima- 
tion of  the  British  Minister  that  the  action  of  the 
Senate,  had  it  becoote  a  law,  iwoald  have  been 
considered  a  cause  of  war.  He  did  not  know  ikat 
it  would  actually  have  been  a  cause  of  war;  bot 
if  it  had  been,  he  could  aay  that  the  country  was 
prepared  to  meet  the  consequence. 

lithe  resolution  now  under  consideration  should 
fail  before  the  Senate  in  its  present  capacity,  he 
should  try  it  again  when  the  Senate  should  as- 
sume another  capacity,  when  it  would  beuoquei- 
lionably  within  its  province  to  call  for  the  infortn- 
ation.  If  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  thought 
proper  to  renew  his  motion  to  lay  the  resolution 
on  the  table,  he  ahould  feel  constrained  to  demand 
the  yeas  and  nays  on  that  question. 

Mr.  MOREHEAD  rose  to  renew  his  motion. 
He  had  not  intended,  in  making  the  motion,  to 
give  rise  to  a  discussion  on  the  merits  of  the  res- 
olution. Me  had  expressed  to  the  Senate  the 
doubts  which  he  eiiiertained  as  to  the  propriety 
of  adopting  a  resolution  like  this,  at  the  present 
sta^e  of  the  negotiation.  He  was  not  satisfied 
with  regard  to  the  propriety  of  the  action  of  the 
Senate  un  the  resolution  then.  He  bad  not  risen 
to  make  any  opposition  to  it.  His  sole  object  was 
to  delay  action  on  the  subject,  until  the  Senste 
should  have  an  opportunity  of  reflecting  more  de- 
liberately on  the  resolution.  This  was  the  only 
object  he  had  in  view.  It  was  his  desire  that  the 
members  of  that  body  should  have  time  to  make 
up  their  minds  on  the  subject.  It  was  one  of  moch 
importance,  and  should  be  calmly  and  deliberately 
considered. 

He  was  not  very  clear  that  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  Senate,  at  any  time  pending  a  very  important 
and  delicate  negotiation,  the  interruption  of  which 
might  lead  to  war,  to  interfere  witn  the  negotia- 
tion in  progress  and  carrying  on  by  that  depart- 
ment of  the  Government  to  whom  the  Constitu- 
tion has  intrusted  the  power  of  carrying  on  such 
negotiations.  That  they  ahouM  interfere  with  the 
movements  of  that  department,  he  was  not  sure 
was  proper  for  the  Senate  to  do.  He  did  not 
know  wnether  there  were  any  precedents  on  the 
subject  or  not;  but  that  was  M  very  little  import- 
ance, as  be  eonaidered  this  the  exercise  of  a  nghit 
if  it  existed,  which  was  addressed  to  their  judg- 
ment and  sense  of  propriety.  The  qaestion  ww 
whether,  in  the  (lending  negotiationa,  it  ahould 
be  their  duty  to  interfere  with  the  progress'of  such 
negotiations  i  He  desired  to  have  some  time  for 
reflection,  and  it  was  with  that  view  he  renewed 
the  motion  to  lay  the  mauer  an  the  table.  He 
hoped  the  oeasideration  of  the  resolatioD  would 
be  postponed  till  next  Tuesday. 
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Mr.  ALLEN  said  that  it  might  then  be  too  late; 
but  if  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  wished  ihe 
postponement  for  information,  anil  did  not  con- 
sider that  the  object  of  the  resolution  would  be 
defeated  by  the  delay,  he  would  ha»e  no  objec- 
tion to  postponing  it  till  to-morrow  or  the  next 
day. 

Mr.  MOREIIEAD  observed- that  the  honor- 
able chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Re- 
lations [Mr.  ArciiekI  hnd  not  been,  (tf  Inic,  as 
was  well  known  by  the  Senate,  in  a  condition  of 
bealib  which  would  enable  him  to  look  into  the 
subject  or  to  examine  piecedeiiis;  nnd  it  was  with 
a  Ticw  of  afluriling  that  (^ciiiloman,  as  well  na 
others,  an  opportunity  of  inquiry,  that  he  had 
renewed  the  notion — not  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
terfering with  the  object  of  the  Senator  from 
Ohio. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  l)e>  was  willing,  under  ibnse 
eircumstanves,  that  iJie  resolutiuii  should  be  poot- 
poned  In  Mniidny. 

Mr.  MOREIIEAD  inquired  if  (here  was  not  a 
special  order  for  (hut  diiy.' 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempon  answered  in 
the  affirinaiiTe. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  ALLEN,  tlte  resolution  was 
laid  over  till  Monday  nuxu 

POST  OFFICE  ACCOUNTS. 

Mr.' MERRICK  lemarkod  thai,  some  t]ays 
ago,  a  resolution  was  adopted,  on  his  suggestion, 
calling  upon  the  Postmaster  General  to  furnish 
copies  of  certain  accounts,  kept  in  nil  the  post 
pfioes  in  the  Unitad  Slates,  of  the  kticrs,  papers, 
and  pamphlets  passing  through  the  mails  during 
the  month  of  October.  He  found,  on  inquiry, 
lliat  those  accounts  oomprise  two  or  three  Inrge 
volumes.  To  make  copies  of  tlicm  would  incur 
•  heavy  and  unnecessary  expense.  He  there- 
fore proposed  to  supersede  the  cnll  by  a  rcsolu- 
lution  in  a  modificu  form,  calling  fora8yno|isis 
of  those  accounts. 

The  resolution  was  read  ns  follows: 

-It<w(M>l,  Thai  the  PMinuMer  Onnoral  bo  directed  to 
fbroirfh  tlje  Senate  with  a  ttynnp-ix  of  the  accnuril  liif  cuumhI 
to  be  kcft  of  the  lUlRiber  tit"  Ictien*,  nftw^paper^.  |iniiip)iiet#. 
lie-,  which  ptimvd  thronzlt  ih«  iiiiils  nf  tliif  Uiiitttd  Idtiites 
doring  itie  mnalb  nf  (Vvi^r  la»t ;  nnil  tlutt  tlieeopie^  of  said 
sceoaiifscmlled  furliy  the  rt.->i4)lutiiHiol'tlieSonat«ortbe3d 
day  of  Jaoiiary  be  dUpeused  with. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

THE  lord's  day. 

Mr.  MERRICK  said  he  had  received  a  copy  of 
a  circular  letter  from  some  gentlemen  in  Rallimore 
city,  who  styled  themselves  Ihe  friends  of  the 
Lord's  day,  acompnnicd  with  a  request  that  he 
woald  have  it  read  to  the  Senate,  'j'hose  gei:ile- 
men,  he  believed,  proposed  to  hold  a  convention 
ill  that  city  for  the  purpose  of  taking  measures  to 
induce  or  promote  a  more  strict  observance  of  that 
day  as  a  day  of  rest  from  wordly  employments. 
He  desired  to  be  particularly  respectful  to  those 
gentlemen.  He  would  treat  tUcir  request  with 
all  due  respect,  but  he  did  not  think  the  circular 
was  one  proper  to  be  presented  to  the  Senate. 
He  had  no  doubtit  origin&led  from  the  most  pure 
and  elevated  motives;  and,  as  it  was  perfectly  re- 
spectful in  language,  he  hoped  it  would  be  read 
as  was  desired.  He  presented  it  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

The  CHAIR  remarked  that, as  the  circular  was 
not  addressed  to  the  Senate, and  was  not  connected 
with  any  business  pending  before  thot  body,  he 
did  not  think  thai  it  was  in  order  to  have  it  read., 
except  by  permission  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  BENTON  then  objected  to  the  reading  of 
U>e  circular. 

Mr.  MERRICK  said  the  circular  was  not  ad- 
dressed to  the  Senate,  but  to  him,  with  a  reauest 
that  it  should  be  read  to  the  Senate.  Its  object 
was  to  Dfoaote  the  general  observance  of  the 
LiOrd's  oay ;  and  as  litis  body  hare  all  proper  re~ 
tpect  for  that  day,  he  did  not  thijik  they  would  be 
eominiltiDg  any  great  impropriety  in  acceding  to 
the  wish  of  those  addressing  the  circular,  though 
it  did  not  propose  any  legislative  action.  Ue  sub- 
nitted  to  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

EXCU8BD  PROM  SERVICE. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  remarked  that  he  had  been 
tiaqed  upon  two  committees  of  the  Senate — the 
Coinmittse  on  Claims  and  the  Committee  on  Pri- 
Tate  Land  Claims.    From  his  little  experience 


since  he  had  been  engaged  in  tlie  business  nf  the  | 
latter  committee,  he  was  convinced  that  be  eotild 
not  attend  to  the  duties  of  both  committees.     He 
ttiercfore  wished  lo  be  excused  from  serving  on  ' 
the  Conimiitec  on  Private  Land  Claims.  | 

The  question  wo.^  taken,  and  he  was  excused 
On  motion  of  Mr.  HAY  WOOD,  the  President 
)ir«  tempore  was  empowered  to  appoint  another 
member  to  fill  the  vacancy.  j 

EDWARD  KIN'NARD. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  llUNriNGTON,  the  Sen- 
ate proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Edward  Kinnard. 

The  bill  directs  the  Treasurer  of  the  United 
States  ,to  pay  lo  said  Kinnard  the  sum  of  fifty 
dollars;  bctng  the  amount  nfn  penalty  inflicted  ou 
and  paidby  him  in  New  Orleans,  for  not  having, 
as  by  law  directed,  his  name  indorsed  on  the  re- 
gister of  the  ship  Puctolus,  of  which  he  was  com- 
mander. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD,  though  overse  tii  inking  up  ' 
ihelimcoftheSeiinie,  felt  himself  bound  lo  oppose 
the  further  consideration  of  this  bill.    It  was  not, 
he  contended,  a  cose  for  the  Senate  lo  uet  on;  it 
being  expressly  provided  by  the  laws  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  that  where  a  forfeiture  or  fine  is  in- 
curred under  said  laws,  the  individual  inciirriiig  I 
such,  if  he  finds  or  con»iders  himself  ngsrii'ved,  I 
has  his  remedy  in  applying  to  the  district  judge,  I 
giving  sufficient  notice  to  the  district  attorney, 
and  producing  in  court  such  proofs  ns  he  may  l>c 
possessed  of,  to  suUslnntiale  his  claim  to  rehcf.  | 
In  the  present  case,  those  stcp.<i  have  not  been  : 
taken;  nnd  he  must,  therefore,  oppose  any  action 
ou  the  bill  by  the  Senate.  I 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  agreed  with  Mr.  Hat- 
wood  in  his  view  of  the  law,  but  supposed  that  ' 
he  had  not  taken  into  consideration  Ihe  fact  thai 
money  once  paid  into  the  Treasury  for  fines  or  ; 
otherwise,  could  not  be  refunded  wiihoutnapccial  > 
act.    In  Ihe  present  case,  ihe  money  was  so  paid:  | 
nnd  so  satisfied  were  the  officers  in  whose  liaiidd  | 
Ihe  power  lay,  that.  If  the  applicutinn  bad  been  i 
made  to  ihetn  in  time,  accompanied  by  the  pronf.i  | 
since  submitted,  thai  Ihe  offense  wom  al'ogelbcr  I 
accidental,  they  would  linvett  once  remiiiud  the  ' 
penalty.     The  coraniiltee  to  whom  the  oa8e*had 
been  referred  fully  satisfied  themselves  that  there 
was  nothing  willful  to  be  complained  of  in  the 
matter,  felt  it  their  duly  to  report  the  bill. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  contended  asainst  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  Senate  entirlalnings.iich  claims,  when 
the  law  provided  so  abundnnily  for  their  adjust- 
ment elsewhere;  but  if  a  claim  must  come  before 
this  body,  the  person  so  claiming  roust  have 
something  stronger  to  adjrancc  than  that  the  omis- 
sion for  which  he  has  been  fined  was  caused  by 
neglect;  he  must  be  able  to  show  that  it  was  the 
effect  of  accident,  or  other  cause,  over  which  he 
could  have  no  control.  Ignorance  of  the  law, 
especially  in  the  present  case,  coulil  not  be  re- 
ceived OS  an  excuse-  The  captain  or  commander 
of  a  ship,  it  must  be  assumed,  cannot  be  ignorant 
of  a  law  80  generally  known  and  inleresting  to 
those  of  his  profession.  If  so,  it  only  proves 
him  unfit  for  his  situation;  and  the  prayer  for  re- 
funding is,  therefore,  on  the  ground  that  he  did 
not  know  his  duty.  It  was,  he  maintained,  an 
act  of  willful  neglig<-nce,and,  as  such,  not  merit- 
ing the  favorable  consideration  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  briefly  replied  thot  the 
committee  was  convinced  that  the  omission  was 
not  willful;  that  this  captain  had  no  intention  to 
violate  the  law;  that  it  was  a  mere  mistake,  and 
a  very  natural  one,  ton,  under  the  circumstances 
of  the  case.  It  was  by  mere  accident  that  lite 
name  was  omitted  to  be  written  on  the  register. 

There  being  no  further  debate,  the  bill  was  re- 
ported to  the  Senate,  and  ordered  to  be  cogrosacd 
for  a  third  reading. 

EXBCUTIVE  SESSION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  executive  business; 
and,  after  a  short  time  spent  therein,  the  doors 
were  opened. 

ADJOURIfMENT  OT8B. 

On  motion,  it  wss  agreed  that,  when  the  Sen- 
ate adjourns,  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday 
next. 

On  motion 'of  Mr.  EVANS,  tkc  Senate  then 
adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Thdrsdat,  January  4,  1844. 
The  Journal  was  read  and  approved. 
REVENUE  TARIFF. 

Mr.  TIBBATTS  said  he  wished  to  give  notice 
that  he  intended,  at  the  proper  time,  to  move  for 
the  reconsideration  of  the  vote  on  the  rejection  nf 
the  resolution  offered  yesterilay  by  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Black,]  for  the  revision  of 
the  tariff". 

The  SPEAKER  informed  the  gentleman  that 
it  would  then  be  in  order  to  make  that  motion. 

Mr.  TIBBATTS  accordingly  moved  lo  recon- 
sider the  vote  nn  the  rejection  of  the  said  resolu- 
tion; which  was  then  rend,  as  Cnllows: 

iZffM/i'Af.  That  the  (^oininitipe  of  Wuyn  and  Meonx  bo 
iiii^tructed  to  repoita  bill,  u.-t  >n(»a  ft«  praciiealtle.  revising 
tlie  pre->eiit  utriO',  and  iinpoi-iiig  dutici  on  Imports  on  the 
principle  ot'  revenue  only. 

Mr.  BLACK  inquired  whether  it  wonid  be  in 
order  to  move  for  a  call  of  the  House  before 
taking  the  vote  on  the  question;  and  being  an- 
swered by  the  Speaker  in  the  affirmative,  he  made 
that  motion.* 

Mr.  PAYNE  sujgesled  to  the  gentleman  to  let 
his  mnttoii  lie  over  fur  the  present. 

Mr.  BLACK  replied  that  if  the  gentleman 
would  pive  him  M\y  good  reason  for  letting  his 
motion  lie  over,  he  would  accede  to  his  request. 
Mr.  P.VYNE  said  he  wished  to  avoid  Ihe  con- 
sumption of  time,  ns  the  same  subject  would 
come  up  to-day  on  the  resolution  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio. 

The  que-siion  on  ordering  a  call  of  the  House 
was  then  put,  end  carried. 

Mr.  McCLERNARD  inquired  if  the  unfinished 
business  of  yesterday,  being  thccall  on  the  States' 
for  resolntions,  would  not  first  come  up? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  tlie  call  of  Ihe 
House  nnd  motion  for  a  recon'<ideratlon  being 
prlvile:;cit  questions,  would  have  the  preference 
over  all  other  business. 

Mr.  S.VU.VDERS  asked  if  the  resolution  nf  the 
gcnthinaii  from  Ohio,  on  the  subject  of  the  larifT, 
would  not  come  up  lo-dny.  If  so,  the  object  of 
the  gentleman  could  be  best  attained  by  taking 
the  question  on  that  resolution. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  resohilion  would  be 
the  first  in  order  after  finishing  the  business  then 
before  the  House. 

The  coll  of  the  House  wss  then  proceeded  with ; 
resulting  inone  hundred  and  seventy-three  having 
answered  to  their  names. 

The  absentees  were  then  called,  when  it  was 
I  ascertained  that  one  hundred  and  eighty-four 
;  members  were  present. 

','     Mr,  WELLER  observed  that  all  the  members 
\  who  were  in  the  city  wen;  no  doubt  in  ntlend- 
;  ance.    He  would,  therefore,  move  that  all  further 
'■  proceeding''  under  the  call  be  dispensed  with. 
I     The  motion  was  agreed  to. 
I      Mr.  TIBBATTS  now  moved  the  reconsidera- 
tion of  the  vote  of  yesterdoy  on  Mr-  Black  't  res- 
olution,  with  the  view  of  olTeritig  the  following  a* 
a  substitute: 

RttoloeJ,  That  the  Committoi!  of  Wsya  sad  Means  be 

ia#tructcd  tu  report  n  bitl  e*t  niodifyin;!  tliu  present  torilT  uf- 
dntiej'  on  ini)>oru  oi*  to  pmviilc,  wilti  tiie  oilier  reMiurce«of 
tile  Tres.-ury,  n  revennc  puflicient  for,  and  limited  to,  the 
,  wants  of  Uie  Governnteiit,  economicaily  adminisiswd.  and 
with  such  disehuiinatiniL  :u  t^liail  not  upcr.ile  oppressively 
on  one  paf%s*f  the  coniiDuiiity  for  tlie  Itciielit  of  anotlier, 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to 
reconsider  on  the  table;  which  wns  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  then  moved  ihe  previous 
question  on  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  [Mr.  McDowell,]  which  now  came  up  in 
order. 

This  rcsohition  was  offered  at  a  late  hour  yes- 
terday, and  the  previous  question  wss  demanded 
on  it;  but  the  House  adjourned  before  any  action 
was  had  thereon. 

The  resolution  was  in  the  following  terms: 

I  Rewlrerf,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  be 
'  iiistrscted  lo  tepon  s  bill  so  modifying  Ihe  present  tariff  as 
:  lu  pmvidQ  a  revenue  sitdicieat  for  tlie  wants  of  Uic  Goverii- 
I  meat,  economically  admiiiislercd,  and  Willi  suck  discriu- 
1  iiiallou  as  looks  to  diis  object  and  no  oUier. 

I      Mr.  RHETT  called  for  tellers. 
!      Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Winthrop 
and  Patme  were  appointed. 
I      The  (lUCBliun  was  then  taken,  and  the  tellers 
I  roportea — ayes  81,  noes  31. 
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The  previous  question  liaving  been  seconded, 
and  tlin  main  qui-siion  ordered, 

Mr.  WELLER  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  tlie  adopiion  of  the  resolution. 

The  yens  and  nays  were  ordered;  and,  being 
taken,  resulted — yeas  84,  nays  102;  as  follows: 

YE.'ty— Messrs.  Bclscr,  B(![Uriri,  Edwnrd  J.  Black,  Janios 
A.  Black,  Bo-sicr,  Bower,  nciwlin,  llttyii,  Jacob  IShiikcr- 
linff,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  William  J.  Brown,  Burke,  Burl, 
Caldwell,  Campbell,  Keubcn  CImpinau,  AuguMuj  A.Cbap- 
inan,  Clinion,  Cobb,  OIcm,  Cross,  Cullom,  Daniel,  John 
W.  bavi^i.  Dillcl,  Dickinson,  Dnuslas.  Duncan.  Dunlap, 
I'icklin,  Gilrncr,  Byrnm  Crcen,  llalc,  Hamlin,  llannnclt, 

liar.'ilson,  llctcick,  Holmes.  Ilogo,  Houston.  IIu«lle.<i.  Jii s 

n  Hunt,  J.inieaun,  Cave  Johnson,  Andrew  Johnson,  (jeorge 
\V.  Jones,  Kennedy,  Ijabrnnchc.  Leonard.  Lewis,  Luca«, 
Lninpkiii,  Lyi>n,  IMcCnusIcn,  McClcrnand.  McConncll, 
Mc!)owcll,MeKav,Mn|bcw<.  Moore, Nnrris.Owen,  Payne, 
i'eiut,  Uinery  D.'  Toller,  I);ivid  S.  Itcid,  Itcilio!!,  Uell'e, 
Ulie;i,  Si.  John.  Saunders,  Tlioinas  H.  Scymonr,  Sinipaon, 
Slidell,  Tlionian  Smilll,  Uobcrt  Smith,  iJtcciirod,  John 
Blcwnn,  Sliks,  Taylor,  Tlioinpson,  Wellcr,  VVcnlworth, 
and  Woodward — 84. 

N.W.S— Mcvsrs.  Adams,  Anderson,  Ashe,  Barrinpcr, 
Barnard.  Bcard^lcv,  Bidlack,  James  Black,  Brodlieod,  Jer- 
emiah Brown.  BullinKlon,  Cary,  Carroll,  Callin,  Cbillon, 
Ciinirnian.(7ollanicr,  (;rnn."-ton.  Dann,Gurclt  Davis,  Uich- 
nrd  U.  Davis.  Dean,  Dcbcrry,  Dickey.  Dillinshain.  Dnnn- 
gnolc,  Ellis.  I'"arlce.  Kish,  Florence,  Foot,  Fosler,  Freiich, 
Fnck,  tliddiugs,  Wilii^  Green,  CridL-r,  nardin.  Harper, 
Hays,  Hcnicv,  Hulibdl.  Hudson,  VV.i..|iin3tnn  Hunt,  Charles 
J.  Iiizersnil, 'Joseph  K.  IiiSfrsoll.  Irvin,  Jcnks.  I'erley  II. 
Johnson,  I'reslon  Kinx.  Daniel  I'.  King,  Kirkpatriek, 
McClelland,  iMcllvnine,  Mnrsh,  Edward  J.  Morris,  Morse, 
iMo.-elrv,  Nes,  Niiwton,  r.irmenur,  TaltiTson,  I'cylon, 
Phrenis.EhshaK  rotter, Prait,  Ramsey,  Hathhnn,  Almon 
H.  Head,  t^harles  M.  Ilecd,  Uiuer,  Kndiicy.  [toa'rs.  Kiis- 
pcll.  Sample,  Schinck,  Scnier,  Severance,  David  L.  Sey- 
mour, Siniona,  Albert  S'liilb,  John  T.  Sinilli,  Caleb  B. 
(?milh,  Slepllcns,  SlcKMl,  Andrew  Stewart,  Slolic,  Sykes,  1 
Thoiwisson.  Tibball".  Tilden.  Tyler,  Vance,  Vannictcr, 
Vinton.  XVhcalon,  While,  Williains,  Wdkins,  Winlhlo|i, 
Joseph  .\.  Wrighl,and  Ynsl— |IH.  j 

So  the  resolution  was  not  agreed  to.  j 

RESOLUTIONS.  | 

The  call  for  resoluiions  from  Slates  was  then 
procedud  with,  the  State  of  Ohio  being  next  in 


ider. 

Mr.  HARPER  offered  the  following;  which 
wn.s  a:;reed  to: 

Retailed,  That  the  Comniillee  on  the  Judiciary  be  in- 
•trucled  U)  incplire  into  llie  cxpt;dit:ncy  of  reporlinc  an  act 
to  amend  llic  acloflhu  Klih  M.ircli,  i»33,  enllilcd  •'  .Vii  act 
t'l  cliaii<:c  tlie  lime  otlioldniK  lite  ciieuit  and  liistiict  cuurLs 
in  llic  district  of  Ohio,"  approved  June  I,  ISii;  and  that 
Ilic  p'-Iitions  ill  relation  to  mat  subject,  now  on  tin;  liles  ol' 
tins  House,  be  taken  iherelroin,  and  relerred  to  said  coiii- 
miltee. 

Mr.  VINTON  offered  the  following;  which 
lies  over,  under  the  rule: 

Raohed,  That  the  present  rnmmittec  on  Commerce 
Itliall  llereaUer  be  called  •'  the  Coiiinilttee  on  l-'iireipn  Coiu- 
iiierce,"  whose,  duty  it  uliall  be  to  Lake  into  eonsiilerati.ni 
all  such  pelilions,  inatlers,  or  tliinss  loncliini;  llie  eoininerce 
ot  the  United  Suites  with  loreipii  liaiions,as  shall  be  re- 
I'erred  to  Iheiii  by  Hie  House  ;  and,  iVom  time  to  lime,  to  re- 
port their  opinion  lliereon,  trijjctlicr  with  such  pro|Misitioiis 
relalive  thereto,  as  to  them  sliall  see-ill  exiM-dient.  .•\lld 
lliere  kIhiII  al~o  lie  a  sinndinic  committee  of  nine  members, 
to  he  called  "  the  t.'ommnlee  on  Comnicree  niiioni:  itie 
titates,"  whose  duly  it  simit  be  to  uke  into  eoiistderalioii 
nil  such  petilions.iiiiitlcrs.orthinjrsfloiicliins  the  commerce 
n<noii<!  the  several  Statt?s,  as  shall  be  referred  to  tlieui  by  | 
the  llou,e  ;  and,  from  lime  lo  time,  to  report  iheir  opinion  i 
thereon,  together  with  .<ucli  propositions  relaiivi:  thereto,  as 
to  tlieui  shall  seem  ex|icdieiit. 

Mr.  MOORE  offered  the  following  resolution; 
which  lies  over,  under  the  rule:  | 

Rrtnlred,  Thai  the  Secretary  of  War  lie  directed  To  hiy  ' 
belorc  this  Hous,.,  ni  his  earliirst  eonvenienec,  any  plan'or 
recomiiiendations  he  may  llliilk  ex[>edieiil  and  proper  in 
relatioifto  the  reorgaiii/.iiioii  and  discipline  of  the  inilitia. 

Mr.  SCHENCtC  submitted  the  fiilhwiiig  res- 
oliitinn;  which  lies  over,  under  the  rule: 

Hctotpcdy  That  the  Coiniiiitlee  on  Nival  Airairs  be  in- 
plruclcd  to  iiHinire  into  ilie  expediency  and  propriety  of 
plaeingoa  the  pension  list  the  surviving  widows  and  or 
plians  of  tlie  officers  and  crew  who  perished  in  ilie  United 
.States  schooner  Crunipus  ;  and  lo  report  liy  bill  or  other 
wise- 
Mr.  SLI  DELL  submitted  the  following;  which 
lies  over,  under  the  rule: 

RnnlrtA,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  cnme  lo 
be  laid  before  the  House  a  stalcnienl  shotving  the  value  of 
manilfaclures  of  wool,  col  ton,  silk,tlax,  iron,  glass,  paper, 
hemp,  and  the  i|uantity  of  su'iar,  niola.s.scs,  tea.  eolTee, 
hemp,  cordage,  and  sail,  imported  annually,  afler  deduct 
iiig  the  reeiportations  elititlnd  lo  drawback;  the  rale  of 
duly  and  nmoiiiit  of  duty,  deduction  being  made  lor  ilniw- 

back,  which  accrued  a nllv  on  each  res|>cclively,  from 

180J  lo  181 1, from  I8I-J  to  1B1.">.  from  I8lfi  to  IW.|,fmui  ISA') 
lo  I8!S.  from  1 W9  to  XKll,  and  from  \>iX\  to  livl:!,  iiiclusive- 
2.  A  statement  showing  Illc  value  of  iiiiporls.  and  the 
ainoilnl  of  dlilies  which  accrued  thereon,  afler  deducting 
drawbacks,  annually  from  ISIHJ  lo  IS-IJ.  inclusive.  3.  h 
sralemeiit  shovving  The  ipiantily  of  refined  sugar  imported, 
the  rate  of  drawback,  nnd  the  amount  of  «ucb  drawback, 
annually,  during  Ule  same  period. 


Mr.  DAWSON  offered  the  following  resolution, 
and  moved  the  previous  question: 

RcnoWcd,  That  on  Saturday  neit,  at  three  o'clock,  the 
debate  upon  bill  No.  1  [Geiicnl  Jackson's]  uliall  cease,  and 
the  enmniittec  shall  proceed  to  vote  upon  any  amciidmcnls 
that  may  he  pending,  or  that  may  be  siibmitted  ;  and  then 
report  the  bill,  Willi  such  amendments  aa  shall  have  been 
agriH'd  to,  to  the  House. 

Upon  the  motion  for  the  previous  question,  tell- 
ers were  demanded. 

Messrs.  C,  JoiiNsoNand  Jekks  were  appointed 
to  act  aa  tellers;  and,  having  counted  the  votes, 
they  reported  85  in  the  atfirinalive.and  55  in  the 
negative. 

The  SPEAKER  then  put  the  question,  "Shall 
the  main  question  be  now  put-'"  which  was 
agreed  to,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  demanded  on 
the  passage  of  the  resolution;  which  being  or- 
dered, were  taken,  and  resulted — yeas  118,  nays 
55;  as  follows: 

VE.AS— Messrs.  Anderson.  Dam'nger,  fleardsley,  Benton,  | 
Bidlack,  Edward  J.  Black,  James  Black,  James  .\.  Black,  i 
Black  well,  BQssier.  Bower,  Uovd,  Jacob  Brinkrihotl",  Broil - 
head,  William  J.  Blown,  Bnftiiigioii,  Burke,  Hurt,  Cald- 
well, Campbell,  l-'ary,  (Tallin,  Kcubeii  Chapman,  Aujusliia  j 
.\.  iriiapman,  Clingniaii,  Clinton,  Cobb,  Coles,  Cross.  Cul 
loin.  Dana,  Daniel,  Garrett  Davis,  John  \V.  Davis.  Daw-  ' 
son,  Deherrv.  Dilhngliani,  Duncan,  Dunlap,  F.llis,  Elmer, 
Farlec,  Ficklin.  Florence,  Foster,  French,  Frick,  Gilmer, 
Bvrani  Green,  Hale,  H.amlin,  Haralson,  Henley,  lierrick. 
Holmes,  lloiistiin,  Hulibell,  lliiglies.  Iluiigerford,  Washing- 
ton  lliini,  James  B.  Ilunt.lrvin,  Cave  Johnson,  .Andrew 
Johnson,  George  VV.  Joncs,Preston  King.  Kirkpatriek,  La- 
brailclie,   Leonard,  Lewis,  Lucas.  Lmiipkin,  Lyon,  Me- 
Ciiislcn,  McC'lelland,  JlcCoiinell,  McKay,  Moore,  Edward 
J.  Morris,  Newton,  Uwen.  rarinenter,  Payne,  Pettit.  Pliie 
nis.  Pratt,  llathbuii.  Almon  II-  Head,  David  S-  hcid,  Hed 
iiig,    Relfe,   Itlie.ll.    Hitter.   Itussell,   St.   John,   Saunders, 
1'liomas  H.  Seymour,  Simons,  Siiniisoii,  Slidell,  Thomaa 
Siiiith,  Bobcrt  Sinilli,  Steenrod.  StcLson,  John  Slewart, 
Sliles,   Slolie.  Sykcs.   Tliomasson.  Thompson,   'I'lbballs, 
Williams,   Wilkins,  Woodward,  Joseph  A.   Wright,  and 
Yo-I— 118. 

N.WS— Messrs.  Adams.  Barnard.  Bclscr,  Bowliii,  Mil 
toil  Brown,  Jeremiah  Brown,  ('arroll,  ('llillnn,  t.'ollamer, 
Cranston,  Dean,  D"llet,  Dickev,  Dickinson,  Douglas.  Droin- 
goolc.Fi-li,  Fool,Gidilings.  Willis  Green.  Grider:  Hardin, 
Harper,  Hoge.  Hudson,  Joseph  R.  ingersoll.  Jameson, 
Jeiiks,  Perlev  B.  Johnson.  Daniel  P.  King.  McClcrnand, 
McDowell.  Mcllvainc,  Marsh,  Mathews,  Joseph  Morris, 
Morse,  Mosclev,  Ncs,  Norris.  Patterson,  Peyton,  Elisha  K. 
Potter,  Emery  b.  Poller,  Ramsey,  Charles  M.  Reed,  Rogers, 
Sample,  Schrnck,  Seiner,  Severance,  David  L.  Seymour, 
John  T.  Smith.  (;alcb  M.  Smith,  .Stephens,  .Andrew  Stew 
art,  y'aylor,  Tilden,  Tyler,  Vance,  Vanineler,  Vinton, 
\VelIer,"Wcnt%vorlll,  White,  and  VVinlhrop — S.'i. 

There  not  being  two  thirds  of  the  votes  in  the 
affirmative,  the  resolution  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  offered  the  following; 
which  lies  over  one  day: 

Rciolrc'ly  That  the  l^mmittee  of  Ways  and  Means  he 
instructed  to  inquire  into  llie  expediency  of  reporting  a  bill 
so  modifying  the  present  tarilf,  as  to  abolish  the  duty  on 
salt. 

Mr.  PETTIT  offered  ihe  following;  which  also 
lie  over:  j 

Rallied,  That  all  branches  of  indnslry  ought  lo  be  placed, 
or  rather  lell,  on  the  sainn  fooling;  and  that  no  legi-lalivc 
advantage  ought  to  be  given  to  one  class  of  our  ciliy.ens 
following  any  particular  occupauon,  over  any  uUier  class 
following  aiiv  other  occupation. 

Reiolicd.  'I'liat  the  Coiiiiniltcc  of  Ways  nnd  cleans  be 
instructed  to  bring  in  a  bill  providing  for  an  exclusively  ad 
valiTcin  tarilT  upon  all  ini()ortalions  at  the  l.iwest  rate  of 
per  cent-  that  will,  in  their  opinion,  furnisli  the  necessary 
revenue  for  llic  ITiiited  .States. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Indiana, offered  the  following 
resolution;  wliic.h  also  lies  over: 

Hcw/icil,  I'h.it  Uie  Secreury  of  Ihe  Navy  be  required  lo 
rep.irt  to  this  House,  nt  as  early  a  day  of  the  present  ses- 
sion as  convenient,  when  the  si|iltldroii  under  the  eommand 
of  Liciitenaiit  -loliii  S.  MeLailghlill  was  ordered  into  the 
service  of  the  Flornia  war;  llie  number  ami  erade  of  ves- 
sels niiib-r  Ills  eominnnd  ;  and  the  wlioitt  number  of  men, 
oflicers,  Miilor--,  soldiers,  and  luarinea,  stated  tepai'alely  ; 
llie  anioiiiit  of  pay  ri-ceived  by  the  coinmandaiit ;  if  any 
extra  or  addilioiiiil,  for  what,  and  how  much,  staling  the 
amoiinl  of  pay  git'en  to  each  elas«  of  oilicers  scpiralely  ; 
liow  long  it  WHS  from  the  sailing  of  Hie  snuadron  lo  the  end 
of  the  expedition  ;  the  amouiitof  all  kinds  o  I  supplies  prop- 
erly cliar;;e:ible  to  said  expedition,  stating  the  kinds  ol  sup 
plies  under  their  proper  heads,  and  giving  the  hospital  sup 
ply  ill  detail ;  also,  to  state  the  lossof  hfe  In  lliocxpedllioii. 
those  who  fell  victims  to  llie  cliinate  by  sicklie."s  and  those 
who  were  killed  In  battle,  their  number  (n^it  their  names  ;) 

and  the  number  of  the  en y  lliat  were  killed  or  taken  in 

battle;  to  slate  the  average  number  of  sick  in  the  hospital 
during  the  lime  indicated ;  also,  to  state  whether  canoes 
were  used  in  the  expcditioiragainstlhc  Indians;  what  was 
the  cost  of  the  aggregate,  and  what  the  cost  of  each  sepa- 
rately. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  OWEN,  the  following  reso- 
lution was  referred  to  tlie  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs: 

Rrtolctd  hy  Ihe  Srtiale  imd  House  of  Rrjnelenlolittt  of 
tfie  United  Statei  of  Jlmericrx  in  Covgrets  n^i^emliled.  That 


in  neconlance  Willi  the  provisionsoflhcsecnnd  article  of  a  j|  such  terms  as 
conveDtiuii  between  the  United  Stales  of  America,  and  the  1 1  States  and  the 


King  of  the  United  Kifigdflin  or  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
of  the  6lh  September,  I6-J7,  continuing  indcbiiitely  lliij  pro- 
visions of  the  third  anicle  of  the  convention  of  SOlli  (Jctolier, 
1818.  relative  to  the  joint  occupancy  by  Great  Britain  and 
the  United  Slates  of -America,  of  certain  lands  on  the  north- 
west coast  of  America,  westward  of  ibe  Stony  nioaiitains, 
commonly  called  the  Territory  of  On-gon,  the  President  of" 
the  United  States  be  requested  to  give  due  noiice  of  twelve 
months  10  the  Governmeiil  of  Great  Britain,  thai,  after  Ulc 
expiration  of  ihc  said  term  of  notice,  llie  United  StntCftof 
.America  will  annul  and  abrogate  Ihe  said  convention  of  the 
6lliSepteniber.l8-27,  so  continuing  the  provisions  of  the  tliirU 
article  of  the  coiiveiiUon  of  20th  October,  1618,  as  afore- 
said. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HENLEY,  the  following 
resolution  was  agreed  to: 

Retplved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  di- 
rected to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law 
for  a  ri1;ulalionof  the  Ices  allowed  lolhe  pro|ierotBcersfor 
certiAcalcs  and  other  papers  issuscd  to  foreigner*  wisbiog 
to  become  citizens  of  the  United  Slates. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  of  Indiana,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing resolution;  which  was  considered  and 
agreetl  to: 

Respired,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  R'lads  be  Instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
reducing  the  postage  of  letters  so  as  to  make  hut  two  rates 
of  postage— all  letters  under  three  liiliidred  miles,  five  cents; 
and  all  letters  of  three  hundred  miles  and  upwards,  len 
cents;  and  of  contlning  the  franking  privilege  of  postmas- 
ters to  official  business  connected  with  their  otfice  ;  and  of 
reiliiciiig  and  curtailing  the  franking  privilege  of  meinhers 
of  Congress  lo  a  definite  and  limited  iinmber  of  letters,  re- 
ducing llic  weight  of  Ihe  package  they  are  allowed  tofrenk; 
and  of  confining  the  Post  oHiee  Department  lolhe  business 
that  properly  belongs  to  the  same,  nnd  not  subject  the  same 
to  the  immense  business  of  the  other  Departments  of  Uie 
Governmeiil ;  and  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  A.  H.  READ  moved  that  the  House  pro- 
ceed to  the  election  of  Postmaster. 

Mr.  FICKLIN  hoped  the  gcnileinan  would 
suffer  the  business  of  receiving  resolutions  to  be 
finished. 

The  SPE.AKER  said  that  the  motion  was  not 
then  in  order. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  submitted  the  following 
resolution;  which  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Resolicd,  That  the  Cninmillee  on  Public  Lands  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  Ihe  expediency  of  reporting  a  billto 
this  House  to  legalize  the  sales  of  certain  lands,  made  at 
Choccliuma  and  Columbus,  iMississippi,  which,  alter  lli« 
delinilive  eslalilisliment  ol  ilie  boundary  line  b»'tvvecn  the 
Clioelaw  and  Chickasaw  ee»sioiis,  have  lieen  found  to  lie 
within  the  lalter  cession. 

Mr.  H.'VMMETT  submitted  the  followingrcs- 
olution;  which  was  Qonsidered  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Commillee  on  Naval  .Alfalrs  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  Hie  expediency  of  establishing  a 
navy  yard  and  depot  near  the  city  of  N.atclwz,  in  tlie  State 
of  Viississippi. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Illinois,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing resolution;  which  lies  over  one  day: 

Retolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be  in- 
structed lo  inquiru  into  the  expediency  of  the  passage  of  a 
law  donating  eighty  acres  of  land  to  every  actual  settler, 
being  the  head  of  a  family,  and  living  with  the  same,  and 
nol  now  the  owner  of  land,  and  who,  Uirougli  misfortune 
or  otherwise,  is  unable  to  purchase  :  said  land  lo  be  se- 
lected from  any  lands  betoilgmg  to  the  Uoveriinlent  which 
have  been  in  market  and  .',ubject  to  entry  nol  less  than  leo 
years. 

Mr.  HARDIN  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  lies  over  one  day: 

Retolced,  That  the  Secretary  of  ihc  Treasury  be  directed 
to  report  to  Uiis  House,  at  a»  early  a  period  as  praeucable, 
what  amount  of  apiiropri.atioiis  have  been  made  by  each 
Congress,  since  the  4tli  of  March,  18il,  lor  the  followuig 
purposes;  • 

I.  For  erecting  and  repairing  liglu-houses,  and  lor  bullo- 
ilig  and  repairing  forts  east  of  the  Alleghany  mountains. 

a.  For  improving  harbors  and  rivers  east  of  the  Allegba- 
nies,  designaung  nic  ninounl  appropriated  loeach  liarbof 
and  river-  - 

■3.  For  erecting  and  repairing  light  houses  and  foru  In  or 
near  llie  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

4.  For  Improving  harbors  nnd  for  building  and  repoiring 
lorn  and  liglil  hou-ses  on  Ihe  lakes,  designating  ibe amount 
appropriated  for  such  puriKises  to  each  lake. 

.'>-  For  improving  harbors  and  the  navigation  of  riven 
west  of  the  Alleghanics.  designating  the  amount  apprupn- 
ated  lo  each  river  and  harbor. 

6.  For  tlie  purpose  of  creeling  aod  repairing  form  west  of 
the  .Allegbaliv  iiiouiiUins. 

KciD.'rc.f,  That  if  one  firth  of  the  amount  of  anyappm- 
prialion  herelolorc  made  for  any  of  the  foregoing  purpow* 
remains  nncxpi-nded,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  report 
the  amount  thus  unexpended. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  submitled  tli«  following 
resolution;  which  lies  over  one  day: 

Rnoleed.  That  Ihe  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be  in- 
structed to  inqiiise  into  and  report  upon  the  expediency  of 
ceding  Ihe  public  lands  lying  within  the  Slates  01  -Alabaioa, 
Mississippi,  Louisiana,  Atkansni,  Missouii.  Illiuoij,  .Mich- 
ijan,  Ohio,  and  Indiana,  lo  said  ?laf :s  respectively,  iq™ 
such  terms  as  shall  be  deemed  equitable  beiween  mm 
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Mr.  HOGE  offerrd  the  following  reoolntion; 
which  Ilea  over  one  day: 

Resotoet^,  That  tlif  Sccrelary  nf  War  be  r^qoMWd  10 
roiurauntcue  to  this  House,  at  as  t* arly  n  day  as  practica- 
ble— 

1.  llieauioantarieadenllecMdnml  recrived  by  the  Gov- 
eninicat  as  rem,  from  the  establiehmeiil  of  Its  agency  at  the 
lead  mines  of  the  Upper  Mississippi  down  to  the  year  \SX>; 
uid  tlie  number  uf  sHlnrtes  or  cnnipeiisalion  rrspectivuly 
paid  to  each  of  tlio  nfllccrs  or  other  persons  employed  nt 
tbe  mid  af eacy,  and  engaged  in  the  culleciiun  and  safe- 
keepijif  of  said  rent  lend;  nnd  all  oibcr  coiittngeot  ex- 
pcDses  of  said  agency  during  ilie  period  nforetmid. 

2.  Tfie  amount  of  rent  lead  receiTpd  by  the  Oovemmenl 
fct>in  the  year  1835  to  the  present  tinir,  |inrticu)ar1y  distin- 
guisliing  Uie  nmounls  received  aiince  tlienppnintment  of  tlie 
oresent  superintendent  of  the  leiul  iniue^;  lU^,  the  nninber 

nd  names  of  the  per^'ons  at  prcrfcut  in  ilie  entplHynrent  of 
the  6(»vcrninent  tu  agents,  clerks,  e^urveyorf,  or  f»lJ^wise, 
at  tbe  said  soperintendency ;  and  Ihe  respeciivo  iialaries  or 
couipensation  paid  to  each  ;  Mnl  other  cnnlingrnl  expense 
growing  out  of  said  agency,  and  tlie  fund  out  nf  which  tlie 
caiB«  are  di^liiugcd. 

3.  Tlie  number  of  lenses  granted  by  tlie  present  superiA- 
teiident  since  liix  ap(Miiniineiit  to  olflcc,  and  Uic  qnantity  of 
laud  contained  in  each ;  also,  the  number,  lu  ncnrty  as  m:iy 
be  ascertained  from  iuforumtion  in  tJio  iioiiaesMiiin  of  ttie 
OepartawDt-ofpersoniTnfnjied  in  uiiningaiKlfniinins  iifion 
tlw  reserved  lands  of  tlie  Oovernroent  on  the  upper  Miosis- 
sippi;  also,  tliv  instmctiotw  of  tlie  Depanment  to  the  pres- 
cni  sutwriuteiidciit,  and  expenses  uf  any  correspondence 
betwceu  tlM  said  r<u|iefiiitetideiii ;  aiul  eo)iieM  of  any  corre- 
vpoiMleiiee  between  thcsnid  f«uiieriiiteii(lenland  the  Depart- 
meDt,  upon  the  sniiject  of  the  niiiieral  lanils  nl'the  (invern- 
■•eiit;  and  asiy  o^rr  iufiimMlifHi  in  tlie  poMiessiou  uf  tlte 
Deporuneiit  ii«  relation  to  tJie  suiiie. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH  intriducH  ihe  following 
resolution;  which  was  conHidered  and  adopted: 

Retleed,  Tlwt  the  I'resideM  of  the  United  mates  be  re- 
quested to  cumniuniente  to  this  Houw,  if  in  Ins  opinion 
4iotipena*4steiit  witli  the  plihH>.'  interest,  copies  of  all  eor- 
re,*pondence  tvith  any  foreign  Onvemment  relaiieo  to  the 
oecupaucy,  ijilc,  discovery,  and  houndurtea  of  Oregon  Ter- 
ritory. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution; which  was  considered  and  agreed  in: 

Refolvtit,  That  tlte  Commiitee  of  Ways  nnd  Means  be 
Instructed  to  inquire  into  the  exp<^dienry  of  providing,  by 
law,  tor  tiM  coinage  of  fine  dollar  g  .iii  |ii«oes  at  tbe  United 
Slates  Mint  nnd  lU  branches;  niui  that  they  re|H)rl  by  bill 
or  otiwrwise. 

Mr.  FICK.LIN  !iubmitt(<d  the  following,  reso- 
lution; which  lies  over  one  duy: 

JTcotccrf,  Tli.il  tile  Secretory  of  tbe  Treasury  be  request- 
ed, nt  hi^  rkrlic^t  eonveniencu,  lo  lay  b«!fore  this  Hou^e  a 
rvportof  the  numlier  of  acres  of  unsold  I.ind  in  the  l*nles- 
une,  Vinocone:t,  and  Shnwneetown  laud  ditiricts,  nnd  also 
the  length  of  liuic  any  p^trtion  nf  snifl  lands  has  beeu  In 
market  iu  eacli  district.  And,  also,  that  he  lay  before  this 
Uouite  a  report  of  tile  iioiiiberof  .i^resof  iinsolillaiid.-^  lying 
ill  the  Katdcaskia  uml  Vandalia  land  diuiricts,  on  Ihe  Kas- 
ka.^ia  rivrr  ;  nml  that  he  stale  tlie  leimtli  of  time  that  land 
has  been  nfft-rvti  for  ynlcin  each  of  said  l>ind  districts.  And 
also,  tliat  he  giv('!<iieli  infnruiatiori  a.i  lie  may  have  relative 
to  tbe  ru^eplibihty  of  the  inipnivcuient  nf  the  great  W'a- 
iMish  ririT.  IVoni  Terre  Haute  (Ihe  termiiiatinii  iif  tlie  \Va- 
Imsti  and  Erie  Canal)  to  its  Junction  with  the  Ohio  river. 

Mr.  BEt-SCIl  subroiued  the  following  reaolu- 
tion;  which  lies  over  one  day: 

ilesolred.  That  the  fiiriiaces  of  the  (louse  of  Rcpresciit- 
alive«  be  placed  in  charge  of  the  Doorkeeper,  and  that  he 
be  authorized  to  upisnnt  the  necessary  superintendents  and 
firemen,  with  the  sanction  of  the  t^|M'nker,at  not  exceeding 
the  [Kty  now  allowed  to  the  messengers  of  tlie  House  for 
tlieir  services. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution; which  lies  over  one  dny: 

Rtnlrtd,  That  the  President  of  tiie  United  Statell  he  re- 
quested to  communicate  to  this  Ilou^e,  as  far  as  in  his 
judgment  Ilie  same  may  be  done  wiilioui  prejudice  lo  tlte 
public  loierest,  .iny  Information  in  hi»  possc-^sinn  relative 
In  the  claiui4  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  Slates  upon  the. 
Beiwbiieof.Mexico*,  copies  of  such  correspondence  as  may 
have  been*had  in  reteretiee  to  the  eunie ;  and  his  views  in 
regard  to  the  adjustment  aiul  liquidation  of  said  claims. 

Mr.  McCONNELL  submittrd  the  following 
resolution;  which  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

itnotvei,  Tliat  the  Committee  on  the  Post  OIBcfl  and  Post 
Roods  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  raising^e  line  of  tri- 
weekly hocks  from  Muoiginnery,  Alnbania,  via  Wituinpka, 
Rncliffird, Talladega,  and  Jefiersonville,  thence  to  Rome, 
in  Georgia,  to  four-linrse  post  eoachf.s  ;  and  changing  said 
mute  so  as  to  go  by  JelTerson,  in  the  county  of  (Cherokee, 
Alabama,  with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  BOWER  submitted  ihe  following  resolu- 
tion; wliiiJi  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Sesolsed,  Tint  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be  In- 
Bth«rt««l  tn  Inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reviving  the  law 
aiithiirixitig  the  Issue  of  scrip  tt|mn  Virginia  land  warrants, 
and  of  aathonxtng  the  reception  of  such  scrip,  and  all  otber 
scrip  issued  by  the  Utdted  iSiates,  in  lieu  ni',  or  in  payment 
'  for,  lands  or  land  claims ;  to  be  received  in  payment  for 
lands  subject  to  private  entry  in  all  land  offices  iu  tbe  Uni- 
ted States. 

Mr.  BOWLIN  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tions; which  lift  over  undtr  the  rule: 

I.  newlccil,  Tbat  the  Secretary  of  War  be,  apd  fie  is 
hereby,  requested  to  cause  to  b«  laid  bclbre  tbe  House  Dm 


late  report  of  the  engineer  employed  in  tbe  tnrvry  of  the 
Rt.  Louis  harbor  at  his  earliest  convenience,  together  with 
his  estimates  of  the  possible  amount  necessary  for  its  per- 
manent improvement. 

a.  Rew/coJ,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  he,  and  he  Is 
hereby,  requested  to  cause  to  he  laid  before  this  House 
the  amount  of  the  separate  estimates  fur  tlie  improvement, 
Ar8t,of  the  Ohio  river  below  the  flills;  secondly,  for  the 
improvement  of  the  Mi^sii«!iippi  river;  thirdly,  for  Ihc  im- 
provement of  the  Arkansas  river ;  fourthly,  foi-  the  improve- 
ment of  the  Missouri  river;  separating' the  ecneral  esti- 
mates for  tlicse  ohjecw  so  as  to  inform  the  House  df  the 
particular  estimates  of  each. 

Mr.  CROSS  offered  tho  following  resolution; 
which  was  agreed  (o: 

JZeiolreil,  That  the  Cunimittee  on  Foreign  Afinirs  be  In- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  cxpediciiey  of  inakiugan  appro- 
priation to  complete  the  survey  and  deinarkolion  of  tho 
boundary  line  between  the  United  Suktes  and  the  Gnveni- 
in(!!it  of  Mexico  nod  Texas,  to  the  soutli,  in  accordnneo 
with  the  pmvijiioiiN  of  the  tliinl  article  nf  the  treaty  of  am- 
ity, settlement,  and  limits,  conetuded  between  tlii!  United 
States  and  tlie  King  of  SiMiiii,  in  lite  year  1617,  and  subse- 
quently recrwiixtid  and  adiuittcd  by  said  Government  of 
Mexico  nnd  Tex.ts;  and  ff  .tutliorixing  the  President  lo 
employ  officers  of  the  corps  of  lopograpliieal  engineers  to 
execute  said  survey. 

Mr.  McCLELL  AND  submitted  the  following; 
which  was  ngrecd  to: 

RtsolrtA^  That  the  Secretary  of  War  bo  requested  to  re- 
port 10  thi:«  liuusc  llie  present  condition  of  the  public  works 
at  Monroe,  Mieliignn  ;  the  tenuis  heretofore  expended  there- 
on t  the  amount  neces.<inry  to  eomrdete  the  same;  and  all 
tlie  inltirmalion  he  may  have  iu  relation  thereto. 

Mr.  LYON  offered  the  following;  which  was 
agreed  to: 

/Icsoleerf.Thai  the  Committee  on  Commerce  hr  instruetod 
to  inquire  into  the  exii'di'-ncy  nf  making  appropriations,  at 
the  present  session  of  Congress,  lor  the  coiislruetion  of  liur- 
bors  nt  the  mouth  nf  the  K:(lamaxoo  river,  nt  the  mouth  of 
Grand  river,  and  at  New  BntTiilo,  attlio  month  of  the  Galieu 
riviT,  all  in  the  .State  of  Michignii,  aud  on  tile  eastern  aliore 
of  Lake  Michigan. 

DILLS  INTRODUCED- 

Mr.  JAMEISON,  in  pursuance  of  notice  given, 
nnd  on  leave  granted,  introduced  a  bill  making  an 
apprnpriniion  for  the  pay  of  horses  lost  by  the 
Missouri  volunteers  in  ilw  Florida  war. 

Also,  a  bill  tn  repeal  so  much  of  the  act  ap- 
proved 23d  August,  1842,  na  requires  the  second 
regiment  of  dragouiia  tu  be  converted  into  a  te^x- 
meiit  of  riflemen,  after  the  4lli  of  March,  1843; 
both  of  which  were  read  twici>,  and  referred  to 
the  Commiitee  on  Miliiary  Affairs. 

Mr.  PAYNE,  in  pursuance  of  notice  given,  and 
on  leave  granted,  introduced  a  bill  to  repeal  ihe 
laws  distributing  the  proceeds, of  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands  anions  ihc  States;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  ou  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  HUGHES,  pursuant  lo  notice  heretofore 
given,  aslcrd  leave  lo  introduce  a  bill  to  or;:atiize 
a  territorial  government  in  the  Territory  of  Ore- 
(;nn;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  lo  the 
Committee  on  the  Territories,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  BROWN.of  Indiana,  on  leave,  and  in  pur- 
suance nf  notice  previously  given,  introduced  a 
bill  to  grant  preisinptinn  righ  is  to  actual  settlers 
on  the  lands  acquired  by  treaty,  from  the  Miami 
Indians;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH,  on  leave,  introduced  a 
bill  to  make  Chicago,  State  of  Illinois,  a  port  of 
entry;  which  passed  a  second  reading,  and  was 
referred  In  the  Commitlee  on  Commerce,  on  Mr. 
W.'s  motion. 

NOTICES  OF  BILLS.  i 

Mr.  WENTWORTH  gave  notice  that  he 
should,  on  to-morrow,  ask  leave  to  brine  in  a  bill 
granting  u  donation  nf  land  for  tlie  completion  of 
the  Illinois  nnd  Michigan  r«nal. 

Mr.  GIDDINQS  gave  noiice  that  he  should 
hereafter  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  the  title  of 
which  was  not  rend. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SANFORD,  the  memorial 
of  Jacob  Bigelow,  altorncy  in  fact  of  all  the  heirs 
of  Francois  Cazot,  together  with  the  report  of 
Virgil  Mazcy,  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury,  on  the 
subject,  made  to  the  Senate  in  December,  183G, 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

ELECTION  or  POSTMASTER. 

Mr.  HUNT,  of  Michigan,  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion that  the  House  now  proceed  to  execute  the 
order  of  the  House  directing  the  election  this  day 
of  a  Postmaster  of  the  House;  on  which  he  moved 
the  previous  question. 


Some  conversation  ensued  between  Messrs. 
ADAMS,  BARNARD,M.  BROWN,  and  others 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that,  as  resolutions- 
were  in  order  from  the  States,  the  gentleman  from 
Michigan  had  the  rieht  to  offer  this  resolution, 
and  that  it  would  only  require  a  majorityvote. 

Mr.  ADAMS  contended  that  a  majority  vote 
could  not  change  the  order  of  business  under  a 
suspension  of  the  i-ules,  and  he  appealed  from  the 
deciiiion  of  the  Speaker;  and  on  his  appeal  he 
called  for  Ihe  yeB«%nd  nays. 

After  somt  observations  by  Messrs.  LEWIS, 
DAVIS  of  Indiana,  BELSER,and  BARNARD, 
the  vote  was  taken  on  the. appeal;  and  tlie  decis- 
ion of  the  Chair  was  decided  to  te  the  judgment 
of  the  House — yeas  114,  nays  58. 

On  seconding  the  call  f  <r  the  previous  ques- 
tion, tellers  wore  demanded;  and  Messrs.  C. 
JonKsoM  and  Thomasson  were  appointed  by  the 
Cliair. 

The  Icllcrs  announced  that  eighty-five  had 
voted  in  the  affirmative;  nnd  the  main  question 
was  then  put,  (bein»  on  the  atiopiiiin  of  the  res- 
ohitinn,)  and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

The  following  nominations  wen>  then  made: 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  nominated  D.  R.  McNair. 

Mr.  BURKE  nominated  H.  H.  Sylvesii  r 

Mr.  DUNLAP  nominated  J.  M.  Johnson. 

Mr.  CROSS  nominated  W.  J.  McCormick. 

Mr.  LYON  nominated  P.  H.  Brown. 

The  SPEAKER  appointed  the  following  gen- 
tlemen to  lake  the  number  of  votes  given  to  each, 
and  report  the  same  to  the  House:  Messrs.  C. 
Johnson,  Burke,  nnd  Dvnlap. 

The  House  having  proceeded  to  the  vote  riea 
voce,  and  the  roll  having  hern  called  over,  Mr. 

C.  Johnson,  on  tbe  part  of  the  tellers,  reported 
Ihe  fgllowing  as  the  result:  whole  number  of  votes 
given,  189;  necessary  to  a  choice, 95;  of  which — 

William  J.  McCormick  received..... 8t 

J.  M.  Johnson 4ft 

I).  R.  McNair 44 

H  U.  Sylvoster II 

Alirahaui  Vantine 1 

R.  IJ.  Urowu I 

The  following  is  the  vole  in  detail: 
For  WitUamJ.  Me  Cyrmick— Mfrf.  Adams,  Ashe,  Bar. 
ringer,  llarnnrd,  Bcird^ley,  Reiser,  Edward  J.  Dlack.Jaiitea 
A.  Utack,  Ulackwelh,  Millon  Brown,  Jcrciiiiali  Brown, 
Burl,  Campliell,  Carroll.  Iteiihen  Chapman,  Chilton,  Cliiig- 
inuii,  t>liitlon,  Coles,  Cotlanier,  Cranston.  Cross,  Garrett 
Davi*,  Diehard  D.  Dnvi.<,  Deherry.  Uellet,  Dickey,  Dickill- 
8<m,£hiii-r,  Fi>b.  Florence,  Foot,  Giddiiigs,  Gilmer,  Willis 
Green,  Grider,  Hanlin,  llarfM'r,  llohncs,  lludiKm,  Wastl- 
iiiglfill  lliliil,  Joseph  R.  InseVi^oll,  Irviii,  Jeiiks.  Perley  D. 
Jrrttnsoii,  Daniel  P.  King,  Kirkpnirick,  Lewis,  .Mellvaine, 
Marsb,  Edward  J-  Morris,  Morse,  Moselcy,  Nes,  Newton, 
Patter'^oit.  Peyton,  PhCBiiix,  Elii.ha  R.  Potter,  R.-uiMtTy, 
Cliarlek  M.  Keed,  David  8  Deid,  Rlieti,  Kndney,  Rogers, 
Haiiiplc,  Saunders,  Hcftcnck,  Renter,  i^everauee,  Simiison, 
Slidell,  Albert  Smith,  Catch  B.  Sinitli,  Stephens.  Andrew 
Stewart,  'i*hr>iha^soii.»Titden,  Tyler,  Vance,  Vaiinicter, 
Vinton,  White,  and  Winthrop. 

For  J.  M.Johiuon — Messrs.  nentoii,  Oower,  Jacob  Brink- 
erhoir,  Gary, (.^atlla,  Augustus  A.  Chnpmaii, l)obb,  Cullom, 
Dana,  Daniel,  Daw^m,  Dean,  Dtmgltts,  Dmmgoole,  Dun- 
lap,  Knis,  Fnriee,  ByraniGnwn,  Hamlin,  Haralson,  Uer- 
rick,  [Innstou,  Hutibell,  lluglies,  Andrew  Jolinson,  Qeofge 
W.  Jones,  Lticns,  Lmnpkin,  McCau  .len,  Mct;ieriiaiid,Mc- 
Connell,  Mathetsrs.  Moore.  Joseph  Morris,  Payne.  Emery 

D.  Potter,  Relfe,  Russell,  Thomns  II-  Seymour,  Simons, 
Robert  .'>inith,  Joliii  Stewart,  Stiles,  Sykes,  Taylor,  Wliea- 
toii.  Jnsepli  A.  Wright,  nnd  Mr.  Speaker. 

For  D.  a.  371- ATdir— Messrs.  Didlaek.  Jmnes  Black,  Bos. 
sier.  Oowlin,  Doyd,  Drodlieail,  Aaron  V.  Gtnwn.  William 
J.  Urowu.  Bulllngtnn,  Caldwell.  John  W.  Davis,  Duacnn, 
Fickliii,  Foster,  French,  Frick,  Hays.  U^nlcy,  Ho^e, 
James  B.  Hunt,  Charles  J.  IngcrsoU,  Jameson,  Cave  John- 
ton,  Kennedy.  Llbrancln*.  MeClernniid,  McD.»well,Owen, 
Pnrmenter.  Petiit,  Almnn  H.  Rend.  Kilter,  St.  John,  Jnlin 
T.  SmiUi.  Thomas  Smitli,  Steeurod,  Stone,  Thomp-^on, 
Tibbatts,  VVeller,  W<  niwurth,  tViliiams,  Wiikiiii>,  and 
Yost. 

For  It,  II.  Svfrnfer— Messrs.  Anderson,  Burke,  Dilling- 
ham. Hale.  Hiingerford,  Preston  King,  Leonard,  Norris, 
Railihnn,  Reding,  and  Stetson. 

For  R.  II.  Drown— yit.  Lyon. 

No  person  having  received  a  majority  of  Ihe 
whole  numlier  of  voles  given,  there  was  no  elec- 
tion; and  the  Speaker  tlirected  a  second  vole  lo 
be  tiiken. 

The  roll  having  been  again  called  over,  the  tellers 
reported  the  following  as  the  result:  whole  num- 
ber of  votes  given,  191 ;  necessary  to  a  choice,  96; 
of  which — 

William  J.  McCormick  received 76 

J.  M.  Jobnaou (S 

D.  R.  McNair  4« 

H.  H-  Sylvester 9 

R.U.  Brown.... I 

The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 
Far  WlUiam  J.  McCormick— Mtmn.  Adams,  Ashe,  Bar- 
ringer,  Barnard,  Belser,  Edward  I.  Black,  Jamea  A.  Black, 
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Milton  Brown,  Jeremiah  Driirfii,  Burl,  Campbell,  C«rrnll, 
Cliilloii,  Clingninii,  Cotes,  Colliimer,  Craiifloii,  Cross,  Gar- 
lell  Davia,  Diilinrrv,  IKIIel,  Dirkry,  Diikiiison,  Fi.«li,  Fliir- 
eiicc,  Fniil,  GiildiMjs,  Gilinor,  Willi- <3rfi'n,i;ridir,  tliinlin, 
ILirper,  lliilines,  lluilsoii.  VVu<liiiipl"ii  lliiur,  Ji«i|ili  U.  In- 
nrmDll,  linn,  Jeiika.  I'irlfV  B.  JoIiilsoii,  IMliiei  1".  King, 
Kirkpauick,  Lewi-,  Mcllvnine,  Miireli.  Kdwani  J.  Morrn, 
Mor.-e,  Mo.-i-lev,  Niwlon.  Taiiprson,  Peylon,  E'liiEiiix,  Eli- 
•lin  R.  I'lillcr,  D.ivid  a.  lied,  Kticu.  llndney,  Itosors,  Sain- 
iile.  Srlicnek,  Scveranee,  Simpson.  Slidell,  Allien  Hmitli, 
Oiileb  11.  Sinill),  Slepheim,  .\iiilre>v  Slewan.  Slilcs,  'I'lioni- 
H»-on,  Tildeii,  Tyler,  Vance,  VuriuieUT,  Vintnn,  While, 
Wiiillirup,  and  Underwood. 

Fir  J.  it.  JoAiimii— .>te»*rj.  B<*rdsley,  Benton.  Black- 
well,  Hoiwler,  Bower,  Jacob  Brinkerholl'.  Caldwell,  Cary, 
Calliii,  Keutien  Cliapman.  Aiigil-ln»  A.  Cliapmnn.  Colib, 
Ciilliiin,  Dana.  Diiniel,  JohnW.  Davis,  naw>oii.  Dean,  Dil- 
lingham, Doiijlas,  Uniineoole,  Duiilap,  Ellis,  BImer,  Kar- 
lee,  Byram  Ureen,  Hale,  lliiinlin,  liaraltioti,  llorrick,  IIoih. 
tiMi,  lluhhcll,  lliinserlord.  .Andrew  Johnson,  Oeiirue  W. 
Jones.  Kennedy.  Leonard,  l.ue,i«,  Lumpkin,  McCan.-len, 

McClernand,  McC. ell.   .Mc'D.nvell,  iMatliew.<,   Moore. 

JoMpli  Morris,  Payne,  I'ellil,  Emery  1).  Toller,  Redinii, 
llille,  Kussell,  Sanndors,  Tliiinias  II.  Seymour,  Simons, 
TlinniaK  Smith.  Robcrl  .^inilli,  Stetson,  John  .s-tfwarl, 
Hvkes,  Taylor, 'Titilialls,  W^healnn,  Williaiiiii,  Joiteph  A. 
Wriglil.  and  Mr.  .-ipeaker. 

For  D.  II.  AfeiVair— .Messrs.  Anderson,  Bidlaek,  Janici 
Bl.iek.  lloBlin,  Hoyd.  llrodliearl,  Aaron  V.  llrown,  Wil- 
Ijiiiii  J.  Brown,  Bulfiiislon,  Clinton,  Uiehard  D.  Davis. 
DuiicHii,  Fickliii.  Foster.  Krt-neh,  Frick,  Haiiimetl,  Hays, 
lli-nley,  lloje,  ltu«lles,  James  II.  iluiil.  I'harles  J.  Iii!.'>  r- 
BoU.  Jameson,  (.'ave  Johnson,  Preslnn  Kinf,  LHliranclie, 
McClelland,  \es,  Norris.  Owen,  Parnienter,  Aliiion  II. 
Bead,  i;iiarlc»  M.  Reed.  Ritler,  Si.  John,  David  L.  Sey- 
inour,  John  T.  Smilli,  Steenrod,Slonc, Thompson, Weller, 
\Venlw<irlli,  Wilkiiis,  and  Vosl. 

There  Btill  being  no  clcclion,  no  person  linviiig 
received  n  innjorily  of  nil  llie  voles  given,  ntliird 
vote  WH8  lokeii;  when  llie  lelkra  reported  the  fol- 
lowing «s  ihc  result:  wliole  nuinljer  of  voice 
given,  1JS7;  iiecoBsary  to  Q  choice,  94;  of  which — 

J.  M.  Juliiisiin  reeeivi'd 1"6 

William  J.  McCuruiick 'II 

l>.  R,  .McNair II 

The  following  is  the  vole  in  dctuil: 

Fjt  J   Jil.  JcAiwoii  — Messrs.  Anderson.  Bcardsley,  Bel- 

«er,    Heiilou,  Jainen   Dlack.  James  A.  Ulack,  lllaekwell, 

UiKssier,  Bower.  Bi.wlin,  Boyd,  Jacob  llriMkcrliolI,  Aaron 

V.  Drown,  William  J.  llrown.  Itiirkc,  Caldwdl,  Cary,  Cat- 

lin,   Keiilicii   Cliapni Ausii-lils  A.   Chapman.  Clinton, 

Cobb.  Coles.  Cro»s,Ciillom.  Uiiiia.  Daniel.  Richard  U.  Da- 
vis, Daw-on,  Dean.Dilliii'liani.  Doin-las.  Dromsoole.  Dun- 
can, Diinlap,  Hlli     '■■  ' 


Baker,  who  wu  wouiifled  In  the  late  wari  wbicli  wm  re- 
ferred lo  the  Commitlee  on  Invalid  Pensiniw. 

Mr.  TIBBAT'IS  willidrew  the  papers  filed  in  the  Clerk's 
office  in  rclaiion  lotlic  making  an  appmpriation  for  the  pur- 
pose of  purchnsin?  addiiional  gronnd  at  the  military  pfist  at 
Newport,  Kcniucliy,  and  for  oilier  purposes  ;  and  ihe  same 
were  referred  lo  the  Comniiiiee  on  Military  .^trails. 
Mr. 'J'.  fih;d  the  pennon  of  the  widow  and  ndmiiiistra- 

;  trix  of  .Andrew  Lewi*,  late  an  officer  of  the  United  Stales 
Army,  prayins  lo  he  r<-imliiir-ed  the  cost  and  charces  of  a 

j  suit  instinned  asnliislhitn  forresponsibilily  incurred  by  him 

I  in  liN  otlicial  capacity ;  winch  was  referred  lo  the  Coinmil- 

'  lee  of  Claims. 

Ily  Mr.  FlISTER:  The   petition  of  citizens  of  Bedford 
county,  Pennsylvania,  praying  for  a  rcdiiclion  rif  posta;:e  ; 

I  which  was  refi-rred  to  the  Committee  on  llie  Post  Olfiec 

J  and  Post  Roads. 


,  Elmer,  l-'iirlee,  Fickllii,  I'reneh,  Byiaiii 

Green.  Iluie,  Hamlin.  Ilammen.  Haralson,  Henley,  Der- 
rick, lioje.  Honston,  Huhlell.  Hiiahe.s,  llunsirford,  James 
B.  Hnni,  Charles  J.  In^ersoll.  Janie-on.  Cave  Johnsun.  .An- 
drew Johnson,  Gcorse  \V.  Jones,  Keniii-ily,  Preslon  Kiiie, 
Kirkpalriek,  Leonard.  Lewis.  Lucas.  Lilnipkiii.  MeCau.s- 
leii.  MeClernnnd.  MeConiiell.  iM.Dowell,  Malliews,  M.Kire, 
Jo-eph  Morris,  Norris,  Owen,  Parrnenter,  Payne.  Petlit, 
Eiiierv  n.  Poller.  Almon  11.  Read.  David  S.  Ri-id.  Reding, 
Itille;  Rnsaell,  Si.  John,  Sauiider-,  Thomas  II.  Seynionr, 
tsiinons.  Siinp-oii.Tlnmias  Sinitli.  Rolwrt  Smith.  Stienrod, 
Pletson.  John  Snwarl.Siiles. Stone. Sykes.Taylor,  Thomp- 
iKin,  Tiblmlls,  Weller.  Weiitwortb,  Whealnii,  Williams, 
Wilkins.  Joseph     .  Wrljlit,  and  .Mr.  Speaker. 

F.>r  iridi.im  J  JJcCoi  mi'-6— Mc.-srs,  Adam-,  Ashe,  Bar- 
rin?er.  Harnard,  Edward  J.  lllack.  Milton  Brown,  Jeremiah 
Brown.  Hurl.  Cnin|iliell,  Carroll.  Cliillon.  Clingnian,Colla- 
mer.  CrHHslon.  Garrell  Davis.  DJjerry,  Dellet.  Dickey, 
Dickinson,  Fish,  Floreiiee,  Fiml.  Frick.  Giddiiigs,  Gilmer, 
Willis  Green,  Grider,  llardhi,  Marpir,  Holmes.  Ilnd.-nii, 
Washinaion  Hunt.  Jo-.|>ii  R.  in^ersoll,  Irviii,  Jriiks.  Perley 
B.  Johnson.  D.nniel  P.  Kins.  Mcllvailie,  Mar^h.  Edward  J. 
Morris,  Mor.se.  Moseley.  Nes.  Newton.  Patterson,  Peyton, 
PIneiiix.  Elishn  R.  Poller.  Riiinsey,  Charles  W.  Reed, 
Rhill,  Rodney,  Rojers,  Sninple,  Sehenck,  Sentir,  Sever- 
nnce.  Albert  "Smith,  Caleb  It.  Smith,  Stephens.  .Anilrew 
Htewnn.  Thomassoii.  Tilden,  Tyler,  Vance,  Vailuieter, 
Vinton,  White.  Winlhrop,  anil  Womlward. 

For  It.  I}.  .Vr.Vnir— Messrs  Bullack.  Ilrodhead,  Bulliiig- 
lon,  Foster,  Hays,  McClelland,  Ritler,  David  L.  Seymour, 
John  T.  Sutilh.  and  Yoi,t. 

So  J.  M.  Jiilinson  was  dec.Ured  to  be  duly 
elected  Positnasicr  of  the  Mouse  of  Rcprcseinn- 
tives. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


The  following  notices  ol  petitions  prescnled  lo  day,  were 
liundeil  lo  the  re|iorters  by  llie  nieiiiliers  pre-enliiis  ihein  ; 

By  Mr.  STOVE:  The  |>eiinon  of  sundry  eiiir.eiis  of  llar- 
lini  comity,  Keniileky,  prayiiis  to  reduce  llie  rates  of  post- 

Uy  Mr.  THOMPSON  :  The  pelilion  of  Geor»e,  W.  Tripp, 
iiraying  that  a  certain  preemplion  ttclil  in  Uic  t|oluo'_biis 
iauil  district,  Mississippi,  may  be  confirmed  to  liiiii;  which 
was  r»-'lerre«l  to  Ihe  Cominiltee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  LEONARD  liKik  horn  the  tiles  of  the  Clerk  the  papers 
nf  Charles  n.  Cliilds  tor  claims  lor  services  as  first  lielllen- 
nnl  in  the  I'ampa  war  ;  and  they  were  referred  to  the  Coin- 
raltlee  of  Claims. 

Also,  the  peiiiion  of  John  B.  Whileman,  for  Conirress  to 
adoplhis  iuvenlion  for  ironli'-r  delcnse  ;  which  waarefeiled 
to  tile  I'oinmiyee  on  Mililary  .Mlairs. 

By  Mr.  S.MtTII.  of  Illinois:  The  petition  ofD.  W.  Hop 
kills  and  one  httndreil  and  eipllleen  others,  citizens  of  St. 
Clair  and  Randolph  eoiiniies.praviii;  that  the  nl:iil  route 
rioiii  Belleville  lo  Foveiieville  may  tte  extended  lo  Sjtarta, 
in  Uandolph  county  ;'wliieli  was  referred  to  tlie  Committee 
on  Ihe  Po-l  Office  and  Post  Roads.  . 

Also,  the  niemurial  of  inie  hundred  and  thirty  three  elli- 
teiis  uf  lllinuib,  praying  an  increase  of  the  peiisiuu  of  Isaac 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fridat,  January  5,  1844. 

The  Journal  of  ye.steidny  was  read. 

Mr.  DICKIN.SON  wisJied  to  be  allowed  lo 
cbniige  the  vote  which  he  had  given  yesleiday 
upon  the  resolution  of  the  genileinaii  from  Ohio, 
[Mr.  McDoivEi.i.,]  on  ihe  subject  of  the  torifl"; 
liaving  voted  in  the  affirmative  under  a  misaji- 
prehension.  Objection  being  made,  however, 
the  request  was  withdrawn. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

The  call  of  the  States  and  Territories  for  reso- 
lutions was  then  proceeded  wiih. 

Mr.  BOSSIER  offered  ihe  following  resolution: 
Itcwlreil,  That  the  (,'onimiltee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads  he  requested  to  inquire  iiilo  the  expediency  of 
estabhshinc  a  po.st  roulc  from  Shrevesport,  Louisiana,  via 
Wollow  Shut,  to  the  seat  of  jusiice  in  the  parish  of  Bos- 
sier, thence  to  Conway,  in  the  Slate  of  Arkansas. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 
Mr.  LEVY  desired  that  the  rules  might  be  so 
far  suspended  as  to  allow  him  to  present  several 
resolutions  at  the  game  time,  (some  of  them  be- 
ing resolutions  of  inquiry ,)  in  order  that  the  pro- 
ceedings to  be  founded  thereon  might  be  brought 
forward  at  an  early  day  of  the  session. 

No  objection  being  made,  the  following  reao- 
lulinns  were  then  read: 

RewlrnI,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  he  re- 
quested to  inftirm  the  House  under  what  arraiieeiuents  the 
Indians  at  present  in  Florida  remain  there  ;  whether  any. 
and  what,  steps  arc  in  progress  lor  their  romnval  under  the 
treaty  of  Pa;  lie's  Landing;  whether  any  trading  hou-es 
ll.^ve  been  established,  or  an"  conlemplated  to  be  cstati- 
llshed,  for  llieir  use  ;  whelher  any  eonipelisalloii  is  paid  lo 
any  one  as  Indian  ngeiil  or  coiiiiiii.-8nnier  in  Florida ;  whiilli- 
erany  annuity  or  presents  have  been  allowed  to  any  of  the 
Indians  now  in  Florida,  and  wlnil  pan  of  the  public  domain 
ill  Florida  has  been  surrendered  lo  the  exclusive  oceu|>«- 
liun  of  said  Indians,  the  area  and  boundaries  thereof;  and 
whether  said  oecupalion  is  uncomliuonal,  or  lor  a  definite 
neiiod,  and  uiioii  stipulated  terms. 

litsohtd.  That  the  Secretary  of  Siate  cause  to  be  col- 
lected and  furnished  to  this  House  all  the  inforniatiou  which 
can  be  (nocured  by  his  Depanmenl  resp^-eliiif!  the  culiivu- 
tioii  anil  diseases  of  the  orange,  and  such  other  tropical 
fruits  as  are  adapted  to  the  etiiiiate  and  soil  of  the  penin- 
sula of  Florida, 
rteiolicif,  'Ihat  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
i  Onice  be  required  to  report  to  this  House  what  cancella- 
tions of  permits.  Issued  under  the  act  lor  llie  occupation  of 
'■  the  Florida  peninsula,  have  been  ordered  by  liiiii,  the  dates 
i  and  olher  particulars  of  said  permits,  and  the  grounds  upon 

which  tliev  were  canceled. 

1      Retolvci,  furlUer,  Tlnu  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

L:llid  Otfuelie  required  to  report  to  lliis  House  what  rcser 

I  vations  of  public  lands  in  Florida  have  been  m.ule,  and  the 

I  dates  at  which  the  land  otiicers  of  the  .ippnipriate  districts 

were  officiallv  inioniied  «if  said  reservations. 

Hctolicil,  Thai  111,,  Mililaiy  Committee  be  jnslrucled  lo 
inquire  wliai  further  legislation  is  necessary  to  enable  the 
aceotinliiic  olTieers  lo  npplv  thenpprnprmnons  made  on  Ihe 
ij-.'d  day  ot  Ainrnsl.  ItHJ,  lo'rarrearaccsdue  for  supplies  fur 
uished  to  mililia  in  the  s*:rvice  of  the  United  Stales. 

Ilctolrcd.  Thai  the  Coniniillee  on  Military  AfTairs  be  di- 
rected 10  inquire  into  the  cxi>edieiicy  of  an  immediate  oeen- 
palion  of  Key  West  and  the  Dry  Torlngas  mililary  and  naval 
stations  ;  aiid  to  repori  bv  bill  or  olherwise. 

RcMtvrd,  That  the  tdinmittee  of  Claims  he  directed  to 
examine  into  the  propriely  of  providiii2  Icir  the  indemnity 
of  the  owners  of  private  property  destroyed  at  Micauopy, 
Fhirida.  in  ICTj,  by  order  of  the  officer  then  hi  command 
at  that  jiosi,  to  prevent  it  from  falling  into  the  possession  of 
the  eneiiiv. 

neso/ef.t,  Thallhe  Committee  on  Naval  .Affairs  be  direct- 
ed to  examine  into  ihe  expediency  of  reporting  n  bill  making 
the  ni'cessary  provision  for  plaeinir  the  naval  station  at 
Peiisacola  in  a  condilion  to  be  useful  as  a  navy-yard  on  the 
Atlantic  coast. 

Rciolrcil.  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  omee  and 
Post  Roads  be  directed  lo  inquire  into  ihe  expediency  ot 
re|iorliiig  a  bill  provuling  such  mail  facilities  as  may  be 
necessary  and  proper  for  the  aceuiiiuiodatiuu  of  the  settlers 
upon  the  peninsula  of  l-'lorida. 

Mr.  PHCENIX  said  he  was  not  in  his  place 
when  the  State  of  New  York  was  called,  and  he 
now  desired  the  privilege  of  oQ'cring  a  rcsoluuoii; 
but  it  was  objected  to. 


Mr.  DODGE,  of  Wisconsin,  offered  the  fol- 
lowing resolution;  which  was  agreed  to: 

Ilc9olred,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed 
to  iiifoiin  this  House  whelher  the  annual  appropriatiim 
which  was  made  at  the  last  session  of  <_'oii2res«  lo  defray 
the  expenses  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  Territory 
of  Wisconsin  has  been  trausmilied  ;  and  if  not,  the  reason 
why  It  wa.s  wiihhelil  troin  the  said  Legislative  Assembly. 
2.  That  he  coinmunieale  to  this  House  the  ninoiint  which 
has  hi-cn  paid,  ami  the  iiainesof  the  pi^rsons  to  whom  such 
payineiils  have  been  made,  under  Uie  act  ol  the  *29lh  of 
August,  184*J,  entitled  *'  An  act  to  provide  fijr  the  selUe- 
iiieiit  ot^ceruiii  accounts  lor  the  support  of  governmeiit  in 
the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,*'  &e. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa,  offered  the  following 
resolutions: 

Rr^oliM,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed 
to  infijym  this  House  whether  ihe  slim  of  $-l.iKiO.  due  Jere- 
miah Siiiilh,  jr.,  according  to  the  stipulations  nf  the  late  Sac 
and  Fox  Ireaiy,  have  been  paid  to  him  ;  and  if  not.  the  rea- 
sons why  payment  has  been  withhold;  and  whether  any 
further  anion  will  be  necessary  on  llie  part  of  Congress  (it 
Ifnvinc  already  appropriated  the  said  sum)  to  enable  said 
Smith  to  obtain  his  money. 

Rtaolued,  That  the  Cominlttee  on  the  Judiciary  he  in- 
structed lo  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  eslubltsfiing  an 
additional  judicial  district  in  the  Territory  of  Iowa;  and 
that  they  report  by  bill  or  olherwiwj.  • 

Ae,o/t-etf,  That  ihe  Commitlee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Po'l 
Roads  be  instrueled  to  inquire  iiitollie  exfiedieiicynf  «*»lab- 
lt«>liin^'  the  following  mail  routes  in  the  Territory  of  lowo: 
From  Keosauqua,  Van  Bureii  county,  via  the  county  seal 
of  Davis  county,  to  the  county  seal  of'  ,Ap)ieiioose  rountjr; 
fmin  Fairfield,  Jefl'ersoii  cniinty,  via  the  county  seats  of 
Wappello  and  Kishkekosh  counties,  to  the  western  bound- 
ary line  of  the  pew  purchase ;  from  WiUihingloii,  via  the 
eo'iinty  seats  of  Keokuk  and  ^Taliaska  counlies,  lo  tha 
western  boundary  line  of  the  late  purchase;  from  Fairfield, 
via  the  "  Colony"  and  Iowa vi  lie,  to  ihe  eouiiiy  seat  of  Davis 
county  ;  from  Duhuqnc,  via  "  tJarry  iJwen."  I  Irish  selUe. 
I  metit,)  Lodsen's  Ford,  on  the  Maquokila, and Thoni's mill, 
on  the  Wapsepiiiecon,  to  Bloominglon. 

NOTICES  OF   BILLS. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa,  gave  notice  of  his  in- 
letiiion  to  introduce  a  bill  directing  the  Piesidenl 
of  the  United  Stales  to  cause  the  lands  heretofore 
reserved  in  the  Territories  of  Iowa  and  Wiscon- 
sin, and  the  State  of  lllinoia,  on  account  of  their 
supposed  mineral  character,  to  be  sold. 

Also,  ft  bill  for  the  relief  of  .lames  Anderson, 
of  Des  Moines  county,  Iowa,  who  settled  on  the 
sixteenth  section. 

Mr.  DODGK,  of  Wisconstn,  gave  notice  ihal 
ho  would  ask  leave,  on  to-morrow,  or  nn  some 
subsequent  day,  to  introduce  bills  for  ihe  con- 
struction of  harbors  at  the  towns  of  Ilacine  and 
Soiilhport,  in  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin;  and  a 
lighthouse  at  Southport,  in  said  Territory. 

PETITIONS,   ETC. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa,  presented  «  petition, 
numerously  signed,  praying  Congress  to  pass  a 
law  for  the  sale  of  the  lands  Heretofore  reserved 
as  mitieral  lands. 

Also,  Ihe  petition  of  Thomas  R.  Brasher  and 
Henry  liequettc,  citizens  of  Dubuque  county, 
Iowa,  praying  that  they  may  be  allowed  to  pur- 
chase, respectively,  the  quarter  sections  upon 
which  they  settled' in  18.*).';,  prior  to  the  survey  of 
the  country,  and  now  hnve  in  cultivation,  on  the 
sixteenth  section;  both  of  which  were  referred  to 
the  Commitlee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  PHCENIX  presented  a  memorial,  and 
moved  its  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce; which  was  so  referred. 

RIGHT  OF   PETITION. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLLmoved  that  the  House 
suspend  the  rules,  for  the  purpose  of  resolving 
itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  BEAHDSLEY  submitted  that  the  motion 
was  not  in  order,  as  Ihe  motion  of  his  colleague 
to  reconsider  the  vote  on  rejecting  the  resolution 
to  make  Tuesday  next  the  order  of  the  day  for 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Rules  ought  to 
have  the  preference,  it  being  a  privileged  ques- 
tion. 

The  SPEAKER  observed  that  the  motion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  C.'J.  Ik- 
CERSOLL,]  was  for  the  suspension  of  the  rules; 
anil  therefore.if  adopted,  would  suspend  the  very 
rules  under  which  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  was  a  privileged  question. 

Mr.  ADAMS  protested  against  the  decision  of 
the  Speaker,  and  appealed  from  it,  on  the  ground 
that  the  question  of  reconsideration  was  a  priv- 
ileged question.  Besides,  jt  was  the  understand- 
ing of  the  House,  that  wlien  the  question  of  re- 
consideration was  laidaside  to  allow  the  recep- 
j  tion-  of  resolutions  from  the  .States,  it  should  come 
I  up  when  that  business  was  disposed  of. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1844. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


109 


The  SPGAKRR  repi^Med  thnt  Ibe  propomtion 
of  the  ^ntleman  from  P«niisyl*ania  was  for  a 
■uspenmon  of  the  ruloK,  and,  oi  such,  a  suapen- 
aion  of  the  very  rules  which  niade  the  moiion  for 
reconsideration  a  privileged  question. 

Mr.  ADAMS  contended  that  the  rules  had  al- 
ready lyen  suspended,  for  the  reception  of  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
Cart.) 

The  SPEAKER  did  not  understand  that  the 
rules  were  suspended  fur  ihe  purpose  of  receiving 
a  privileged  question.  No  such  motion  would 
have  been  necessary. 

Mr.  ADAMS  contended  that  the  motion  was 
received  undera  suspension  of  Ihe  rules;and  there 
\raa  a  distinct  understanding  that  the  question 
■hoald  be  lakea  immediateljr  after  concluding  Ihe 
call  on  the  Slates  for  resniuiinns.  It  would,  there- 
r<n*e,  be  a  breach  of  fnith  not  to  take  up  the  mo- 
tion, now,  (turning  to  Mr.  iHoenaaLL  with  mu«h 
excitement  of  manner.)  Mr.  A.  repeated  that 
the  Koing  into  committee  before  disposing  of  the 
motion,  would  be  a  breach  of  faith;  and,  as  tlie 
reporter  understood,  charged  Mr.  iNaBasoLLWilh 
a  breack  of  faith,  in  pressing  his  motion. 

Mr.  O.  J.  INUERSOLL.  As  to  these  breaches 
of  faith,  I  fling  them  back  with  the  contempt  that 
belongs  to  them,  into  that  gentleman's  teeth.  I 
nn  OS  little  given  to  breaches  of  faith  as  he  is. 
I  vrill  have  him  to  understand  that-if  any  man  in 
ihc  House  is  liable  to  the  charge  of  a  breach  of 
Caitli,  he  is  the  man. 

The  SPEAKER  here  called  tn  order. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  I  shall  not  call  the  gentleman  to 
order.  I  care  too  little  about  him  to  mind  anything 
he  can  say. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INOERSOLL.  That  is  a  very  con- 
veniefit  way  of  sneaking  out  of  a  acra|ie. 

Mr.  ADAMS,  (with  much  temper.)  I  defy  the 
gentleman — I  defy  him. 

The  reply  of  Mr.  Inccmsoll  was  lost  to  the 
reporter;  amidst  the  erics  of  order  that  followed. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  moved  to  lay  the  moiion 
for  reeonsideraiion  on  the  table. 

Mr.  ADAMS  objected  that  the  motion  was  not 
in  order,  as  the  motion  to  lay  the  moiion  for  re- 
eonsideraiion on  tKfe  table  was  made  and  decided 
when  the  qaestion  was  last  up,  and  was  the  last 
action  of  the  House  on  the  subject. 

The  SPEAKER,  on  referring  back  to  the  Jour- 
Bals,  and  ascertaining  that  the  fact  stated  by  Mr. 
Adahs  was  correct,  decided  that  ihe  motion  of  the  ' 
genlieman  from  Tennessee  was  not  in  order.  I 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  then  called  for  the  jreas  ' 
■imI  nays  on  the  question  of  reconsideration,  ', 
which  were ordered;and,  the  question  being  taken  I 
resulted — yeas  102,  nays  78;  as  follows:  | 

YEAS— Menra.AduD«,Ailie,  Dsrringcr,  Oarnard.  Beard-  I 
tUy,  Benuw,  Bdnvd  J.  BIsek,  Jscnli  Uriiikerliotf,  Brad    | 
kead, Milioo  Brnwo,  Jereinish  Uroivii,  Itudltigum,  Cary,  ; 
Camit,  Gatlin,  Cliiltna,  (;iiiii(iiian,  CnDaiji.-r,  Cran->|nu,  i 
nans,  Gnrreit  Davu,  Richard  II    Diivi>,  Jnhii  W.  l>avi>, 
Dickejr,  DicfcinMHi,  Dillingbain,  Dudcbii,  Ouiilap,  Ellii*, 
Elmer,  Pidi,  nurenee.  Pool.  Friek,Oiildino,Willi<Greuii,  ! 
Byraiu  Griscn,  Grider.  flasiliii,  Uainiii«u,lliudiii,  Harper,  . 
Uemcfc,  Hofe,  Ilubbell,  llud«on,  UunjtrrforU,  Wa^tiiiigtoii 
Hunt,  iaine4  B.  Hunt.  Cliarle*  J.  liifi^r>.oll.  Irviii,  Jeiik*,  I 
Ferfey  B.  Jolinvnn,  Knnnedy.  i):iin»t  P.  Kln^,  Leonard, 
McOaoilen,  McClelland,   McUnwell,  Mcllvaliie,  Marili,  { 
MalJlewtf,  Edward  J.  Morriii,  JoMcpli  MorrU,  M(ir^>,  Mo/;v. 
ley,  Nes,  Owen,  I'urmeiuer,  Patlertoii,  Peyton,  Phoenix, 
Bli«m  R,  niTer,  Riiiery  D.  Poller,  Pratt,  Rainiey,  R.itlibun, 
t;harte»    M.   Reed.   Rodney,   Kngera,   St.  Jnhii,  Bampte, 
SdwOek,  Bealtr,  Severance,  Tliunuu  II.  Seymour,  Usvid 
L.   Seymour,  Albert  Smith,  CiUeb  D.  Huiilh,  Stetson,  An- 
drew Stewart,  John  Stewart,  Tilden,  Tyler,  Vance,  Ynn- 
aaeter,  Vininn,  Wheaton,  White,  Williaiof,  Wilkini,  Wio- 
llirap,  and  Jom^  A.  Wrifkt—  IU2. 

NAVA— MesH*.  Bel9er,Uidli>ck,Jain«> Black,  Jaineti  A. 
Black,  Blackwell,  Oouier,  Bower,  Bowlhi,  Buyd.  Aaron 
V.  Browu.  William  1.  Brown,  Burke,  Dun,  Caldwell, 
Campbell,  Renben  Cbapoiao,  Aannelui  A.  Olwpnian,  Cobb, 
Colea,  Collaaa,  Daniel,  Douglas,  Droafoole.  Fariae.  Pick- 
Ira,  Foaier,  Ffeneli,  Gilmer,  Hale,  Uiralann,  Henley, 
Htilmeii,  Uoonton,  Hughes,  Joseph  R.  Iiiger:,oll,  Jaineton, 
Cave  Jobn'on,  Andrew  Johnson,  Georgia  W.  Jonei,  Pres- 
ttm  Kins,  Kfrkpatriek,  Labranche.  Lewis.  Lacaa,  Lump- 
kia,  Mc£leniand,  McConnell,  McKay,  Murpliy,  Newton, 
Nucria,  Payne,  David  S.  Reid,  Dedini,  Relfo,  Kiuer.  Itua 
sell,  Saunders,  8im|uon,  Slidcll,  Thomas  Smith,  Robert 
ftmnh,  Steenrod,  Stephens,  Stiles.  Sinne,  ntmng,  Sykes, 
Taylor,  Thomaisna,  Tlmapson,  Tibbatis,  Weller,  Went- 
wonb.  Woodward,  aad  Yom— id. 

Mr.  ADAMS  inquired  if  the  report  of  the  se- 
lect committee  was  not  now  before  the  House,  in 
eonseqnenee  of  the  vote  just  taken? 

The  SPEAKER  replied,  that  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Adams,]  to 
make  the  report  of  the  ebtnmitlee  the  special  or- 
der of  the  day  for  Tuesday  next,  was  now  before 
the  Houae. 


Mr.  ADAMS  then  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  his  motion. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  inquired  if  that  moiion 
would  not  require  a  twoihnd  vole.' 

The  SPEAKER  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  ADAMS  did  not  understand  that  a  two- 
third  vole  would  be  necessary. 

Mr.  C  JOHNSON  asked  if  the  motion  was 
debatable? 

Mr.  ADAMS  snid  he  vms  making  an  inquiry. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  moiion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Massnchuselis,  to  make  ihe  n>pot-t  of 
the  select  committee  a  special  order  for  Tuesday 
next,  was  a  motion  to  take  a  subject  from  its 
regular  course;  and,  therefore,  would  require  a 
two-third  vote: 

Mr.  DR0M600LE  said  he  had  a  motion  to 
make  in  connection  with  this  subject. 

Mr.  ADAMS  inquired  if  it  was  debatable?    - 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  said  he  was  not  debating 
the  question;  he  was  merely  making  a  state- 
ment. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he'wished  to  know  if  it  was 
debolable  by  the  grnilcman  from  Virginia?  be- 
caun>,  if  so,  he  nhntilrl  nsk  for  the  same  right. 

Mr.  DRO.MGOOLE  repented  that  he  was  not 
debating  Ihe  qiiesitioii;  but  he  was  simply  siHtin;; 
that  if  this  subject  was  not  made  a  specini  order, 
it  would  lie  on  the  Speaker's  table,  and  cnmc  up 
in  its  order;  but  if  il  were  taken  out  of  its  regu- 
lar order,  it  would  neceMsriiy  require  a  vote  of 
two  thirds.  Now,  he  had  not  had  lime  to  exam- 
ine the  report  of  the  committee;  and  he  wished 
lu  move  that  it  be  rceotnmitted  to  the  select  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  ADAMS  inquired  if  such  a  motion  would 
nut  bring  the  whole  subject  before  the  House  for 
its  present  action? 

Mr.  WHITE  acknowledged  that  the  deciaicin 
of  the  Speaker  was  correct  in  the  main;  but  still 
he  wished  to  call  Ihe  altenlion  of  the  Speaker 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  asked  if  it  wiis  debatnble  ? 

Mr.  WHITE  insisted  that  it  was  a  privileged 
question. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  called  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  to  order. 

Mr.  WHITE  denied  that  he  was  out  of  order. 
He  then  went  on  to  contend  that  ihe  rrporl  of  the 
Committee  on  Rules  was  always  ireaicii  us  a  priv- 
ileged question.  Bui  what  privilege  was  there, 
he  asked,  in  a  privileged  question,  if  it  were  to  be 
bound  down  by  the  ordinary  rules,  which  were 
only  in  existence  until  this  cominiitee  could  re- 
port, and  their  report  could  be  acted  upon  by  the 
House  ?  He  expressed  his  views  nt  some  len<;ih, 
and  denied  that  this  motion  required  a  two-third 
'vole. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  replied  that  some  gentle- 
men seemed  to  mistake  a  privileged  question, and 
that  it  occasioned  compulsory  action;  but  this  he 
denied.  He,  however,  proceeded  to  the  point 
which  he  hnd  in  view  when  he  first  rose;  and  he 
now  said  thnt  he  hoped  the  repori  would  be  sent 
back  to  the  committee,  thai  it  mi^lit  have  a  recon- 
sideration by  a  full  attendance  of  Ihe  committee. 
He  was  not  at  libcriy  to  say  what  had  been  the 
action  of  Ihe  committee,  hut  he  untlerstooU  that 
committee  had  reported  very  marerial  alterations 
and  omissions,  and  he  wished  the  wlinic  commit- 
tee to  have  this  matter  recommitted  fur  its  recon- 
sideration. 

Mr.  BLACK,  of  Geor<;ia,  said  he  should  vote 
for  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  lo 
recommit;  but  he  desired  lo  amend  the  motion,  if 
he  were  in  order  in  doing  so,  for  the  purpose  of 
bringing  the  liouse  to  a  tesl  On  the  question, which 
was  all-important  to  the  southern  portion  of  this 
country.  He  proposed  to  amend  the  motion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  by  the  aildi  linn  of  in- 
structions to  the  committee  to  report  the  35lh  rule 
of  ibe  last  Congress  as  one  of  the  rules  of  this 
House. 

The  Clerk, at  the  request  of  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  read  the  rvie  to  which  he  referred.  It 
was  Ihe  old  31at  rule  on  the  subject  of  abolition 
petitions. 

Mr.  BLACK,  of  Georgia,  said  be  understood 
that  rule  had  been  omitted  from  the  report  which 
had  been  made  to  Ihe  House;  it  was  useless  to 
mince  the  matter;  and,  for  the  purpose  of  testing 
the  sense  of  the  House,  he  moved  the  instructions 
which  he  had  slated;  and  on  that  motion  he  called 
for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  said  he  was  the  im- 


mediate cause  of  some  of  the  difficulties  which 
now  nrcsefited  themselves.  On  a  former  occa- 
sion lie  voted  in  favor  of  this  rule,  under  a  mis- 
apprehension of  its  lartguageand  its  purport,  and 
hence,  probably,  he  had  been  named  as  a  mem- 
ber of  this  committee — for  the  Speaker  doobtlcst 
appointed  committees  with  a  reference  to  their 
views  and  opinions;  and  for  ihe  purpose  of  re- 
lieving Ihe  House  and  the  Chair,  he  wished  lo 
intimate  that  it  was  his  intention  to  ask  to  be  re- 
lieved from  service  on  that  Committee,  that  the 
Speaker  might  appoint  the  committee  in  accord- 
ance with  the  views  of  Ihe  House. 

Mr.  GILMER  rose  loa  question  of  order.  He 
eonlcnded  that  the  report  of  the  select  committee 
on  rules  was  no  more  a  privileged  question  than 
tho  report  of  any  other  committee.  If  in  this  he 
was  right,  the  subject  was  improperly  before  the 
House,  and  the  motion  of  ihe  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  [Mr.  Dhomoooi.e,]  and  Ihe  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  fmm  Georgia,  [Mr.  BL.tcK,] 
were  both  out  of  order.  He  resreiied  that  there 
was  so  much  excitement  in  relation  to  this  sub- 
ject St  this  lime.  He  had  been  two  years  a  mem- 
ber of  this  House,and  he  never  before  heard  Ihe 
language  of  defiance  so  boldly  used  as  ii  hud  been 
this  day.  He  hoped  this  ra-port  would  take  its 
proper  place  on  the  Speaker's  table;  and  when  it 
came  up  in  order,  the  motion  and  its  amendments 
would  be  in  order. 

Mr.  BLACK  desired  lo  say  a  few  words  in  re- 
ply to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia.  He  had  not 
expected  reproof  from  that  qoarler. 

Mr.  GILMER  said  he  had  not  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  in  his  mind  when  he  spoke.  He 
was  alludin?  to  gentlemen  upon  the  other  side. 

Mr.  BLACK  said  he  certainly  meant,  in  his  re- 
marks  upon  the  motion  before  the  House,  to  defy 
some  persons.  He  meant  to  defy  tl>«  mnjrwity 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Rntes,  if  ihey  were  dis- 
l>0)»<d  to  report  to  the  House  such  a  set  of  rule* 
as  did  not  correspond  entirely  to  the  rales  of  lh« 
Tweniy-Sevenih  ConsreM.  He  meant  lo  defy 
the  majority  of  that  House,  if  they  were  dis- 
posed to  adopt  a  set  of  rules  which  Uid  not  com- 
prise all  those  of  the  Twenty-Seventh  Congress. 
He  repealed  that  defiance  now;  and  when  it  was 
urged  upon  him  to  keep  cool,'  he  wouM  only  re- 
ply that  his  constituents  at  home  would  be  ill- 
satisfied  with  him,  and  they  would  be  perfectljr 
right,  if  he  were  to  keep  oool  when  their  privi- 
leges were  invaded. 

'Mr.  CARROLL  called  the  gentleman  to  onler. 
He  asked  wlieiher  it  was  in  arder  to  bid  defiance 
to  a  committee  of  the  House? 

Mr.  BLACK  said  he  did  not  mean  lo  be  out  of 
order,  nor  would  he  embarrass  the  House  or  the 
Chair.  If  he  was  out  of  order,  ihe  Speaker 
would  set  him  right,  and  he  would  endeavor  to 
go -on  in  order.  He  intended  merely  lo  aak  for 
the  yeas  and  nays  upon  the  motion;  and  in  doing 
so,  he  desired  to  say  that  if  he  were  to  exhibit 
thai  ceruiin  degree  of  coolness  which  was  reoom- 
mended  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia — a  cool- 
ness prompted,  perhaps,  by  peculiar  delicacy — 
however  acceptable  he  might  render  himself  to 
certain  gentlemen  upon  that  floor,  he  was  very 
certain  that  his  conduct  would  not  be  acceptable 
to  his  constituents.  Gentlesuo,  if  they  thought 
proper,  might  treat  ths  mailer  as  a  qaestion  of 
policy  as  contradistinguished  from  principle. 
They  might,  if  thev  ibooght  proper,  give  to 
questions  of  policy  the  priority;  but  as  for  bimr 
self,  he  would  never  succomb  to  the  dictation  of 
any  one  upon  sue.h  a  subject.  If  he  could  lie  so 
lost  to  his  sense  of  duly  to  his  constituents,  he 
should  believe  that  he  ought  to  forfeit,  and  be 
knew  that  he  would  forfeit,  all  title  to  their  con- 
fidence and  consideration.  If,  when  it  is  pro- 
posed by  a  majority  of  the  Committee  on  Rules 
to  report  to  the  House  a  set  of  rules  lo  govern 
the  Federal  legislation  of  the  oountry,  which 
would  permit  Abolitionists  and  incendiariea  to 
come  to  that  House,  and  insult  him  and  his  Con- 
stituents— if,  in  such  case,  he  were  to  remain 
cool  and  quiet,  he  should  deem  himself  onworthy 
to  represent  the  interests  of  his  consiitiienev. 

Mr.  GILMER  asked  if  the  gentleman  alluded 
to  him  in  ibe  remarks  whieb  he  bad  made. 

Mr.  BLACK  said  he  was  not  alluding  to  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  at  all;  but  was  saying, 
for  himself,  that  he  would  never  be  cool  while  his 
constitneou.were  liable  to  be  assailed  by  incen- 
diaries and  AboliiionisM.    What  be  meant  to 
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any  was,  that  he  would  never  permit  an^  mere 
queatioD  of  policy  to  deter  bim  from  a  plain  and 
palpable  decision  of  this  question.  He  would 
approach  it  with  the  same  fearless  determination, 
and  upon  the  same  inflexible  principle  of  right 
with  which  he  would  approach  all  other  |;real 
questions  upon  which  the  country  was  divided, 
and  express  his  opinion  openly  and  above-board. 
He  would  come  forward  in  defiance  of  their  pol- 
icy, and  demand  a  just  and  iinpariial  settlement 
of  the  question. 

He  had  voted  to  reconsider  the  vote  of  the 
House,  which  had  emasculated  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Rules,  because  he  wanted  every 
man  to  put  his  handwriting  upon  the  wall.  lie 
wanted  to  affix  his  own  handwriting;  nor  would 
he  bind  himself  with  any  man,  or  set  of  men,  to 
follow  a  certain  course  of  policy,  irrespective  of 
principle.  Talk  to  him  about  Whigs  or  Demo- 
crats when  the  question  of  abolition  came  up  in 
that  House !  When  that  great  vital  question  camd 
up,  talk  to  him  about  the  poHcy  of  Whigs  or  the 
policy  of  Democrats !  He  had  no  policy  on  the 
question;  he  had  a  duty  to  perform;  and  that  was, 
to  do  what  was  right,  regardless  of  policy.  He 
would  not  detain  the  House  longer  at  present. 
When  the  question  should  again  come  up,  he 
would  take  occasion  to  express  his  views  upon 
it,  provided  he  could  get  tne  floor.  He  hoped 
now,  that  the  House  would  adopt  the  amendment 
which  be  had  proposed,  to  instruct  the  Commit- 
tee on  Rules  to  report  to  the  House  that  rule  by 
which  Abolitionists  would  be  deterred  from  in- 
truding upon  them  theirincendiary  doctrines,  the 
effect  and  operation  of  which  were  most  damna- 
ble. He  desired  the  vote  to  be  recorded  by  yeas 
and  nays;  and  he  relied  confidently  upon  a  Demo- 
cratic majority  to  sustain  his  motion. 

Mr.  OILMBR  said  there  appeared  to  be  some 
misapprehension  in  regard  to  the  question  which 
waa  to  be  reconsidered.  If  he  understood  it,  it 
was  the  question  on  laying  on  the  table  the  mo- 
tion for  making  the  rfeport  of  the  committee  the 
special  order  for  a  future  day. 

The  SPEAKER  remarked  that  the  proposition 
for  making  it  the  order  of  the  day  was  not  pre- 
sented at  the  time  when  reports  were  called  for. 
A  motion  was  then  made  to  lay  the  report  upon 
the  table,  which  was  refused;  and  it  was  a  vote 
upon  that  motion  which  it  was  now  moved  to 
reconsider;  and  a  motion  to  recommit,  with  in- 
structions, would  be  perfectly  in  order. 

Mr.  HOUSl'ON  sold  he  thought  it  waa  cer- 
tainly very  apparent  to  the  House  that  the  ques- 
tion upon  the  merits  of  the  report  was  not  now 
properly  before  tbeHouseto  be.  debated.  Itwas 
pertecily  useless,  he  conceived,  to  debate  a  ques- 
tion which  was  not  now  to  bo  decided  by  the 
House.  The  proposition  was  merely  to  recom- 
mit the  report  with  instructions.  Suppose  the 
debate  were  to  take  the  range  given  to  it  by  the 
gentleman  from  Oeorgio:  what  would  be  the  ro- 
sallf  They  might  discuss  it  for  weeks,  day  after 
day,  and,  after  all,  they  would  merely  vote  on 
the  proposition  to  recommit;  and  the  report  would 
come  up  at  some  future  day,  and  they  would 
have  as  much  debate  on  it  as  at  first.  It  was  a 
useless  consumption  of  time.  He  was  willing, 
when  the  question  came  up,  that  all  those  gentle- 
men who  had  kept  their  wrath  bottled  up  for  the 
occasion,  should  then  pour  it  forth.  He  was  pre- 
pared to  hear  it,  from  whatever  side  of  the  House 
It  Might  conn.  He  was  also  prepared  to  vote  on 
the  question  to  reconimit,aiid  he  desired  to  know 
from  the  Chair  what  would  be  the  effect  of  the 
previous  question  upon  tbe  proposition  now  pend- 
ing— whether  it  would  not  cut  off  the  motion  of 
tbe  gentleman  from  Oeoreia? 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  that  motion  would 
be  unquestionably  cut  off  if  the  previous  ques- 
tion were  sustained. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  then  moved  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  WHITE  observed  that  the  previous  ques- 
tion would  bring  tbe  House  to  a  direct  vote  upon 
the  report. 

Mr.CLINGMAN  desired  to  address  the  House; 
but  the  motion  for  the  previous  question  being 
pressed,  after  some  further  discussion  aa  to  the 
effect  of  that  motion, 

Mr.  HENLEY  moved  to  Uy  the  whole  subject 
upon  the  table. 

Upon  this  motion  tbe  yeas  and  nays  were  de- 
manded. 


Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  asked  if  the  Chair  bad 
decided  this  to  be  a  privileged  question? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  he  had  not. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  desired  to  know  what  would 
be  the  effect  of  laying  the  question  on  the  table, 
and  what  it  would  carry  with  it? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  the  motion  to  lay 
on  the  table  included  the  whole  subject. 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY  desired  to  know  if  a  ma- 
jority could  take  the^ubject  up'  again,  at  any 
time,  provided  it  was  laid  on  the  table  now .' 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  a  majority  could  not 
take  it  up  out  of  its  regular  order. 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY  then  desired  to  know  at 
what  time  the  subject  would  probably  be  reached 
in  its  regular  order? 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  objected  to  any  further 
arguments  by  the  way  of  interrogatories. 

Mr.  HARALSON  begged  the  indulgence  of  the 
Chair,  to  ask  one  question  necessary  to  his  un- 
derstanding the  effect  of  the  vole  he  was  about  to 
give.  In  case  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  pre- 
vailed, he  desired  to  know  whether  it  would  carry 
the  whole  subject  with  it;  and  if  so,  whether  it 
would  require  a  vote  of  two  thirds  to  take  it  ug 
hereafter? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  it  would  require 
a  vote  of  two  thirds  to  take  the  subject  up  out  of 
its  order. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  resulted — 
y;as  78,  nays  106;  as  follows: 

TEAS— Mesarn.  Ashe,  Barriiiger,  Bidl&ek,  Jamea  Blacic, 
Jainea  A.  Black.  Bossier,  Bowlin,  Boyd,  Aaron  V.  Brown, 
VViltisui  i.  Brown,  Burke,  Burt,  Caldwell,  Onmpliell,  Rcu- 
ti«nChapin&ii,Au^nstug  A.:  Chapman.  Clinton,  Cobb.  Colei, 
Cultom.  Daniel,  Dnwson,  Deberry,  Dellet,  Dirkin^onj  Doug- 
loa,  Dmulgoole,  Frencta,  Gilrner,  iiaiiimetl,  Iloraloon,  Hen- 
ley, Houston,  Hugiiea,  Jameson,  Cave  JolinMn,  .\ndrew 
Johnson.  Georfe  W.  Jones,  hreston  King,  Labranche, 
Lewis,  Liieaa,  Lumpkin,  McClcrnaiid.  McConnell,  Mc- 
Dowell, McKay,  Mallievs,  Joseph  Morris,  Murpliy,  New 
ton,  Norria,  Payne,  Pratt,  David  8.  Heid,  Kuding,  Relfe, 
Rhett,  Riiier,  Russell.  Saunders,  Siinpsoii,  Slidell,  John  T. 
Huiiih,'rhnniaH  Sinitii,  Robert  Smith,  St«*piirod,  Stephens, 
Stiles,  Stone,  Strong,  Taylor, Tbnmaasoii,  Tliompaun,  Tib- 
balls,  Weller,  Wentwonli,  and  Yont— 78. 

NAVS  —  Messrs.  Adams,  Barnard,  Beardflcy,  Belser, 
Benton,  Gdward  J.  Black,  Jacob  Itrinkerhofi',  Bri}dhead, 
Millon  Brown,  Jeremiall  Brown,  Bnfflnglon,  Cary,  Car- 
roll, Catlin,(''liJlton,  Clinanian,  Cotlamer,  Cranston,  Dana, 
Garrett  Davis,  Itichard  D.  Davis,  John  W.  Davis,  Dean, 
Dickey,  Dillinghnni,  Duncan,  Dunlnp,  Ellis,  IJImer.  rHrtee, 
Ficklin,  Fish,  Florence,  Fool,  Foster,  Frick,  Oiddingrf, 
Willin  Green,  Byram  tireen,  Grider,  Hamlin,  llnrdin,  Har- 
per, llerrick.  Holmes,  Hnge,  Hubliell,  Hudson,  Hungerfurd, 
VVnshingtnn  Hunt,  James  B.  Hunt,  Charles  J.  Ingerfoll, 
Josopli  R.  Ingersoll,  Irvin,  Jetiks,  Perley  B.  Johnson,  Ken- 
nedy, Daiiiei  P.King,  Kirkpatrirk.  Leonard,  Lyon,  MrCaus- 
len,  McClelland,  Mcllvaine,  Manb,  Edward  J.  Morris, 
Morse,  M(»seley,  Nes,  Owen,  Patterson,  Peyton,  PtioDuix, 
Elisba  U.  Putter,  Euiery  D.  Potter,  Rauiscv,  Rathbun, 
Cliarles  M.  Reed,  Itodney,  Uoi;erf,  St.  John,  Sample, 
Schenck,  :?enter,  Srverance,  Ttiontn.t  H.  Seyniotir,  David 
L.  Seymour,  Simons,  Albert  Smith,  Caleb  R.  Smitli.  Stet- 
son, Andrew  Stewart.  John  Stewart,  Sykei*,Tildeii,  Tyler, 
Vance,  Vanoieter,  Vinton,  Wheaton,  White,  Wiliiauis, 
Wilkina,  Wintlirop,  Woodward,  and  Wright— 73. 

So  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  rejected. 

The  question  recurred  on  seconding  the  pre- 
vious question;  when 

Mr.  RHETT  inquired  what  would  be  the  effect 
of  the  previous  question  ? 

The  SPEAKER  replied,  Ihat  the  effect  would 
l>e  to  bring  the  House  to  a  direct  vote  on  the  iii- 
stritctions  of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  [Mr. 
Bl*ck,]  and  the  motion  to  recommit  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Dromooolk.] 

The  question  nn  seconding  the  previous  ques- 
tion was  t)>en  taken  by  tellers,  and  decided  in  the 
neKative — ayes  60,  noes  6&. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  observed  that  the  question  now 
before  the  House  was  on  the  motion  of  tlie  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  [Mr.  DaoMoooi,E]  to  re- 
commit these  rules  with  instructions,  as  moVed 
by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Black.] 
Now,  he  was  opposed  both  to  the  recommitment 
and  instructions,  for  the  reason  that  the  real  ques- 
tion involved,  which  was  the  retention  or  rejec- 
tion of  what  was  called  the  Slst  rule,  must  be 
decided  in  tlie  House;  and  there  was,  therefore, 
no  use  in  a  recommitment.  The  time  had  gone 
by,  if  it  ever  existed,  when  the  galvanic  starts  of 
any  gentleman  could  produce  impressions  in  that 
Hall;  and  he,  for  one,  should,vote  on  every  ques- 
tion according  to  the  dictates  of  his  judgment. 
He  should  vote  against  the  motion  to  recommit 
and  tbe  instructions,  becauseit  would  not  advance 
or  retard  the  business  before  the  House.  The 
true  question  before  them  was,  whether  they  were 
to  adopt  or  reject  the  21st  nile,  which  excluded 
abolition  petiuoos.   Now,  that  question  could  be 


determined  as  wdl  in  the  ordinary  way  of  busi- 
ness, on  the  consideration  of  tbe  rules,  as  by  a 
recommitment  with  instructions.  Were  the  rules 
again  reported  without  the  31st  rule,  it  would  in- 
volve the  decision  of  the  question  of  restoring  it; 
and  were  they  reported  with  it,  it  would  involve 
the  decision  of  the  question  of  abolishing  it.  One 
word  in  regard  to  the  position  in  which  many 
gentlemen  find  themselves  placed,  anil  certainly 
in  whieb  he  himself  was  placed.  He  did  not  wish 
to  have  his  views  on  this  important  subject  mis- 
taken,nor  hia  votes  misconstrued.by  giving  them 
on  mere  collateral  issues.  He  should,  therefore, 
vote  against  this  31st  rule;  because  he  believed 
the  right  of  petition  to  be  a  constitutional  one, 
not  dependent  on  the  judgment  of  any  member 
of  the  House,  or  any  other  body. 

When  this  House  declared,  in  advance,  that  it 
would  not  receive  petitions  of  a  certain  class,  it 
prejudged  tbe  matter,  and  came  in  conflict  with  a 
constitutional'  right.  He  knew  that  any  action 
on  these  petitions  must  proceed  from  the  votes  of 
a  majority;  and  therefore  it  was  inferred  that  a 
majority  could  decide  against  them  in  advance. 
But  if  a  constitutional  right  could  be  taken  away 
in  the  judgment  of  a  majority  on  this  question, 
the  same  thing  might  be  done  on  any  other  ques- 
tion. He  was  in  favor  of  rejecting  the  Slat  rule, 
and  in  favor  of  receiving  all  the  petitions  that 
may  be  offered ;  and  he  was  for  referring  them 
to  a  committee  consisting  of  members  in  favor  of 
the  objects  embraced  in  them.  Let  this  commit- 
tee report  to  us  what  are  the  duties  we  owe— not 
to  the  South,  but  to  tlie  Union,  the  whole  Union, 
and  nothing  but  the  Union.  Then  it  will  beaeen 
if  we  do  not  come  up  to  the  mark — ay,  sir,  and 
will  stand  by  the  Union  and  those  institutions 
reared  by  the  wisdom  of  our  fatbera,  and  cement- 
ed by  their  blood.  We  will  siaiid  by  it,  at  the 
expense  of  our  own  lives  and  the  descilalion  of 
our  firesides.  All  we  ask,  then,  is,  that  our 
friends  of  the  South  will  not  roisuke  lis— that 
(hey  will  not  subject  us  to  misconstruction  on 
mere  collateral  issues.  Give  us  but  an  opportu- 
nity to  spread  upon  your  Journals  the  obliga- 
tions we  owe  to  the  Constitution— the  Obligations 
we  owe  to  our  fatlters  and  ourselves  lo  |>erp*lu- 
ate  the  blessings  conferred  by  the  glorious  Con- 
stitution they  nave  bequeathed  us.  Then  it  will 
be  seen  how  we  shall  perform  our  duty,  not  to 
the  South,  but  to  the  whole  Union. 

Mr.  BE.ARDSLEY  observed  that  (he  select 
commitlee  appointed  to  consider  and  refiorl  on 
a  set  of  rules  and  regulations  for  the  government 
of  the  procceedings  of  the  House,  had  asreed  nn 
a  report  which  was  then  before  them.  That  com- 
mittee, with  the  exception  of  one  or  two  gentle- 
men, who  were  absent 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  rose -to  a  question  of  or- 
der. Did  he  underatand  the  gentleman  as  allud- 
ing to  the  absence  of  members  of  tbe  cnmmidce? 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY  replied  that  he  had  suted 
(hat  a  majority  of  the  conHnitlee  were  present, 
and  that  though  one  or  two  were  absent,  they 
doubtless  had  good  reasons  for  it.  Did  he  under- 
stand the  geniicmnii  as  tuilling  him  to  order  ? 

Mr.  DKOMGOOLE  said  that,  if  the  gcnileinsn 
insisted  upon  it,  he  did  call  him  to  order.  Itwas 
out  of  nnler  for  a  gentleman  to  allude  •>  tiie  ab- 
sence of  members  of  a  committee. 

The  SPEAKER  also  intimated  that  (he  genUe- 
mai)  from  New  York  was  not  in  order. 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY  said  he  did  not  intend  to 
cast  any  reflection  on  any  gentleman.  He  (hen 
went  on  to  express  his  views  at  great  length;  a 
report  of  which  wilt  be  published  hereafter. 

Mr.  CLINGM  AN,  after  a  few  preliminary  ob- 
servations, said  that  lie  was  opposed  to  the  2lat 
rule,  and  in  favor  of  receiving  all  these  petitions; 
and  should,  therefore,  vote  against  that  rule.  He 
believed  (he  right  of  petition  to  be  a  consti(u(ional 
right,  and  (hat  the  most  injurious  consequences 
had  resulted  from  restraining  it.  He  had,  for 
some  time  past,  been  of  the  opinion  that  there  had 
been  much  mismanagement  an  this  subject,  so  far 
as  southern  interests  were  concerned,  and  that  a 
change  of  policy  had  now  become  necessary.  To 
show  the  unconstitutionality  of  any  restricuon  on 
the  right  of  petition,  he  would  jast  refer  to  the 
case  of  the  District  of  Columbia.  He  apprehend- 
ed nobody  would  deny  that  the  citizens  of  this 
Distria  had  the  constitutional  right  to  petition 
Congress  on  this  subject;  but  this  rule  prevented 
tbem  from  doing  so.  Some  of  bis  southern  friends 
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had  taken  the  ground  that  in  tliis  country  there 
was  no  such  thin^;  as  the  right  of  petition,  uecause 
the  people,  tjein°;  sovereigns,  had  a  right  to  in- 
struct, instead  of  petitioning  their  servants.  Now, 
he  should  like  to  know  what  sovereign  rights  the 
peopleof  this  District  had?  They  could  not  elect  a 
member  of  Congress,  nor  vote  for  a  President,  nor 
exercise  any  other  right  of  sovereignty.  All  that 
was  lefk  them  was  the  right  of  petition,  which  this 
Slat  role  restricted.  He  was,  however,  (old  that 
the  people  of  the  District  did  not  desire  the  legis- 
lation of  Congress  on  the  subject.  But  this  did 
not  alter  the  question;  for,  whether  the  people  de- 
sire to  petition  or  not,  Congress  had  no  power  to 
take  away  the  right  from  them. 

lit  regard  to  the  manner  of  treating  these  peti- 
lioiu,  he  agreed  with  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  [Mr.  Bearoslet,]  tiiat  though  Congress 
was  bound  to  receive  them,  and  give  them  a  re- 
spectful hearing,  they  were  by  no  means  bound 
to  grant  the  prayers  contained  in  (hem.  They 
had  the  right  to  reject  theprayer,  though  bound 
to  receive  the  petition.  There  was  no  country 
in  which  the  right  of  petition  did  not  exist.  In 
England  it  was  unlimited,  and  the  liberal  party 
there  always  planted  themselves  on  that  object. 
But  it  was  objected  by  some  of  bis  southern 
friends,  that,  to  claim  the  right  of  petition,  the 
petitioners  must  have  redress  of  grievances  to 
petition  for,  which  these  abolition  petitioners  had 
not.  Now,  what  were  their  grievances  ?  Were 
they  not  the  judges.'  If  the  Government  as- 
sumed to  itself  the  right  to  judge  what  was  the 
grievance  and  what  was  not,  it  would  destroy  the 
right  of  petition,  for  the  petitioners  themselves 
must  have  the  right  to  judge  of  and  state  their 
prievaneea.  That  being  done,  Coi'gress,  after 
nearing  the  petition,  mightdeoide  that  the  subject 
etnbiaced  in  it  was  not  a  grievance.  They  had 
ji  right  to  reject  the  prayer;  bur,  at  all  events, 
they  were  bound  to  give  the  petition  a  respectful 
hearing.  He  did  not  believe  that  the  reception 
and  reference  of  abolition  petitions  would  ever  do 
any  harm  to  the  South.  Until  there  should  be  a 
majority  of  the  House  favorable  to  the  prayers 
of  such  petitions,  he  -did  not  csre  how  many 
came  in;  and  when  there  should  be  such  a  ma- 
jority, every  one  mast  see  that  their  first  action 
on  this  subject  would  be  followed  up  by  a  dis- 
solution of^the  Union.  He  had,  however,  no 
saeh  apprehensions.  Hetook  itfor  gninted  that 
there  was  too  much  good  sense  at  the  North  ever 
to  hazard  the  existence  of  the  Union  for  the  sake 
of  abolishing  slavery  in  this  ten  miles  square. 
He  believed  that  the  course  taken  by  gentlemen 
of  the  South  on  this. subject  had  given  the  Abo- 
litionists great  advantage  over  them. 

Look  at  the  votes  here  in  favor  of  the  right  of 
petition.  Did  gentlemen  believe  that  those  who 
voted  in  this  way  were  Abolitionists?  For  his 
part,  he  had  no  reason  to  believe  that  there  was 
an  Abolitionist  on  that  floor.  After  expressing 
bis  approbation  of  the  remarks  of  the  gentlemen 
from  New  York  and  Maine,  [Messrs.  BcARoa- 
LET  and  Hamlih-.I  he  declared  his  wish  to  have 
this  subject  brought  to  a  direct  vote  in  the  House, 
in  order  to  see  who  were  for  preserving  the  com- 
promises in  the  Constitution,  and  who  were  against 
them.  He  believed  that  a  majority  of  the  North 
stood  on  the  same  grounds  with  the  gentlemen 
from  New  York  and  Maine;  and  he  therefore  had 
no  fears  of  legislating  on  it.  The  coarse  h  itherto 
pursued  by  sonthem  gentlemeii  was  calculated  to 
pat  their  irieiHla  in  the  North  in  a  delicate  and 
dangerous  position  at  home  whtth  they  could 
not  soitain;  and,  as  it  was  of  no  manner  of  ad- 
vantage to  the  South,  he  hoped  they  would  recede 
from  u.  It  was  known  that  the  South  stood  in 
a  position  somewhat  delicate  in  reference  to  onr 
foreign  relations.  England,  who  had  abolished 
slavery  in  her  West  India  Islands,  was  seeking 
to  interfere  with  the  instittition  in  other  countries, 
though  she  had  several  millions  of  slaves  in  her 
Bast  India  possessions.  He  had  no  reliance  on 
the  sineeriiy  of  the  British  Government. 

Mr.  HOLMES  asked  if  the  gentleman  would 
permit  bim  to  give  him  a  piece  of  information  ? 
Mr  C.  assenting,  and  yielding  the  floor  for  that 
purpose,  Mr.  H.  said  be  had  learned  from  unqucs- 
tioned  authority,  that  the  Britiah  Colonial  Oov- 
ernment  of  Madras  had,  by  an  order  in  eoancil 
of  last  May,  taken  steps  to  liberate  their  East 
India  slaves. 

Mr.  CLINOMA  tV  thoughtthe  South  oughtto 


aak  of  the  North  no  more  than  what  was  right; 
and  that  was,  to  stand  by  the  Constitution.  They 
had  no  right  to  object  to  the  reception  and  refer- 
ence of  these  petitions.  They  should  not,  by 
their  coarse,  irritate  those  who  were  already  too 
much  excited  on  the  subject.  Mr.  C,  in  concla- 
j  sion,  deprecated  the  excitement  which  designing 
I  persons,  both  at  the  North  and  at  the  South,  had 
endeavored  to  create  on  this  subject,  and  gave  it 
as  his  opinion  that  the  best  way  to  allay  it  was  to 
receive  the  petitions,  and  let  them  take  the  ordi- 
nary course. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  expressed  the  desire  to  make 
a  few  remarks  on  the  subject,  and  ^oved  that  the 
House  adjourn;  which  motion  was  carried  with- 
out a  division;  and 
The  House  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

SiTrROAT,  January  6,  1844. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  rose,  when  the  Journal  of 
yesterday  was  read,  to  correct  an  erroneous  re- 

gort  of  a  question  which  lie  yesterday  asked  the 
peaker,  and  of  the  Speaker's  answer  thereto, 
so  that  both  himself  and  the  Speaker  might  stand 
right  before  the  people;  and  he  was  understood 
to  say  that  his  moiion  for  the  previous  question 
was  for  the  purpose  of  culling  oiTdebale,  and  not 
(as  would  appear  from  the  Globii's  repori)  in  get 
rid  of  the  proposition  to  recommit  the  report  with 
instructions. 

CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

Mr.  NEWTON  presented  some  additional 
testimony  in  the  case  of  the  contested  election  of 
Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia;  which  was  referred -to 
the  Committee  of  Elections. 

NOTICES  or  BfLLS. 

Mr.  FICKLIN  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on 
Monday  next,  or  some  day  thereafter,  nsk  leave 
to  introduce  a  bill  granting  a  portion  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  in  the  Palestine,  Vincennes,  and  Shaw- 
neetowp  land  di.strlcts,  for  the  improvement  of 
the  Wabash  and  Ohio  rivers. 

He  also  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on  Monday 
next,  or  some  day  thereafter,  ask  leave  to  intro- 
duce a  bill  grantiii°;  a  portion  of  the  unsold  public 
lands  in  the  Vandalia  and  Kaskaskia  land  dis- 
tricts, for  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of 
the  Kaskaskia  river. 

BILL  mTROOUCBD. 
Mr.  WELLER,  pursuant  to  notice  heretofore 
given,  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  amend 
and  continue  in  force  the  act  for  the  incorpora- 
tion of  the  city  of  Washington.  It  was  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 

JUVENILE  OFFENDERS. 

Mr.  THOMASSON  remarked  that  business  for 
a  friend  had  caused  him  to  visit  the  penitentiary 
since  his  arrival  in  the  city,  and  that  he  had  seen 
two  youths  there,  as  convicts,  whom  he  thought 
too  young  to  be  in  such  an  establishment;  that  a 
newspaper  of  yesterday  announced  the  arrest  of 
two  other  boys,  for  stealing  lace  of  the  value  of 
ten  dollars,  and  selling  it  to  a  woman  for  twenty- 
five  cents.  This,  by  the  laws  of  his  State,  and, 
he  supposed,  by  the  laws  of  the  Diatrict,  was 
grand  larcsny,  and  would  subject  the  oflenders  to 
confinement  in  the  penitentiary.  He  esteemed 
such  punishment  cruel  to  persons  of  their  age  and 
discretion;  for  their  conduct  in  selling  exhibits  a 
lack  of  capacity;  and  he  was  unwilling  to  see 
persons  so  young  cut  ofT  from  society  forever,  as 
they  inevitably  would  be,  if  made  the  associates 
of  men  (hardened  in  crime.  He  desired  to  see 
everywhere,bute8pec!ally  in  the  District,  a  house 
of  refnge  and  correct'  "i ,  where  juvenile  offenders 
could  be  placed,  that,  by  force  of  precept  and  ex- 
ample, they  may  be  reformed  and  restored  to  so- 
ciety, and  thus  consummate  the  paramount  object 
of  all  criminal  law,  viz:  the  reformation  of  the 
offender.  He  therefore  moved  the  following  res- 
olution: 

RaolvtJ,  That  the  Committee  <br  the  District  ofColnm- 
Ms  be  imtmcted  to  Inquire  into  the  evpediency  and  pro- 
prietjr  orprovMini,  |nr  law,  for  the  puni><im«si  of  jroniaAil 
offiBOdcia  otber  tluin  byconfiuement  in  tlie  peaitaaiisry. 

The  resolution  waa  objected  (o;  and  therefore 
was  not  received. 


APPROPRIATIONS  FOR  <K>VBRNMENT. 

Mr.  STEWART,  of  Pennsylvania,  submitted 
the  following  resolution;  whicli,  lie  said,  ifadopt- 
ed,  should  be  adopted  speedily,  before  ilic  com- 
mittee l:ad  reported  the  appropriation  bills.  By 
adopting  the  resolution,  there  would  be  a  surplus 
instead  of  a  deficit  in  the  Treasury  at  the  end  of 
the  year: 

Raolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Wan  and  Meani  be 
instnictrd  lo  to  limit  the  appropriaiions  for  the  nippntt  of 
Gorernnieiit  for  the  next  flfcal  yi'ar  u  not  lo  sxcee<l  llw 
anionai  appropriated  by  the  Isat  UoiigreH  for  lb*  year  1B43. 

Objections  were  made  lo  ils  reception. 

Mr.  STEWART,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  a 
suspension  of  the  rules  for  the  purpose  of  getting 
in  his  resolution;  and  on  this  he  asked  for  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered;  and  the 
motion  to  suspend  waa  not  adopted — two  thirds 
not  voting  for  th«  motion. 

RIGHf  OF  PETITION. 

The  unfinished  business  of  yesterday  was  the 
motion  in  relation  to  the  report  of  the  select  com- 
mittee on  the  rules  of  the  House,  which  was 
pending  at  the  adjournment  yesterday ;  on  which 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Duncan]  was  en- 
titled to  the  floor. 

Mr.  T.  SMITH  offered  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment,  as  follows: 

PctitionM.  memorialic,  ref nlatioiu,  snd  otbor  papen,  pray- 
inK  ttii;  at>olilii)n  nf  slnvery  in  liiu  Dtstricl  iif  t'oluinhia,  or 
any  Slale  or  Territory,  or  ilievlnve  trarle  between  the  Sliilrs 
and  TerrilnriM  of  tlie  UnilrtI  Slatca  inwhieh  it  iiowMijtt, 
■hall  all  be  recrived  and  laid  npon  the  iable,oriefefTed,as 
the  llouie  uiuy  direct,  wiUiout  dubsia. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  did  not  think  it  in  order,  or 
proper,  for  any  gentleman  to  offer  au  amendment 
at  this  time. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  the  amendment 
had  been  read  for  the  information  of  the  House. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  said  he  had  been,  for  some 
time,  anxious  to  place  himself  right  before  those 
whom  he  had  the  honor  (n  represent,  and  before 
the  American  penpip;  and  he  would  first  observe 
that,  a  few  days  before  the  election  at  which  he 
was  a  candidate  for  a  seal  in  this  House,  he  re- 
ceived ;i  communication  from  an  abolition  society, 
containing  interrogatories,  tawhich  he  responded. 
In  that  response,  he  deprecated  slavery  as  an  evil 
in  the  abstract;  and  he  deprecated  it  in  pretty 
severe  terms,  as  not  only  an  evil  in  itself,  but  an 
evil  as  great  to  the  slave-owner  or  sUtveholder  as 
to  the  slave  himself;  and  he  referred,  in  support 
of  his  position,  to  the  state  and  condition  of  the 
States  in  which  slavery  existed.  But,  in  that 
same  communication,  he  also  deprecated  modern 
abolition;  and  he  said  explicitly  that  Congress 
had  no  power  to  legislale  on  that  subject,  nor-  lo 
grant  the  prayer  of  their  petitions.  He  subse- 
quently found  that  that  portion  of  the  n-sponse 
which  denounced  slavery  was  extensively  pub- 
lished in  many  of  the  newsimpert  of  thiscuunlry; 
but  that  part  in  which  he  tlenounoed  modemabo- 
lilion  was  not  published — why,  he  knew  not;  but 
hence  the  public  mind  had  received  the  imprea- 
sion  thai  he  was  an  Abolitionist,  and  he  was 
happy  now  to  have  the  opportunity  to  set  himself 
right. 

However,  in  relation  to  the  rule  which  is  now 
the  subject  of  debate,  he  was  always  opposed  to 
it.  He  held  the  right  of  petition  lo  be  a  saered 
right  and  a  constitutional  right;  and  further,  he 
held  that  the  petitioners  were  the  proper  judges 
of  the  subjects  on  which  they  should  petition. 
It  was  not  an  unfrequent  circumstance  tnat  peti- 
tions were  presented  asking  for  the  action  of 
Congress  on  subjects  over  which  Congress  had 
no  authority,  and  praying  for  privileges  which 
Congress  had  no  power  to  grant — no  constitu- 
tional power  to  grant;  and  yet  it  was  the  prac- 
tice of  the  House  to  receive  such  petitions,  lo  re- 
fer them,  and  to  report  upon  them,  leaving  the 
petitioners  to  judge  of  the  propriety  of  petitioning 
upon  thtfm.  He  could  not,  however,  go  the 
length  to  which  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
[Mr.  BEARoaLBT]  went  yesterday.  When  speak- 
ing of  the  power  ef  Congress  over  the  District 
of  Columbia,  the  gentleman  should  not  have 
spoken  in  the  manner  in  which  he  did  speak. 
When  ther  spoke  of  the  power  of  Congress,  they 
must  speak  with  reference  to  the  constitutional 
power  of  Congress,  and  the  purposes  for  which 
It  was  conferred  on  the  Federal  Giovernroent;and 
he  would  ask  what  this  (Sovernroent  had  to  do 
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with  th«  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  different  States 
of  this  UnioR  ?  Congress  could  exercise  no  pow- 
ers at  all  except  such  as  were  surrendered  to  it; 
and  he  would  not  admit  that  to  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment was  surrendered  the  control  over  the 
■lares;  and  it  would  be  to  transcend  the  power 
of  Congress  to  make  the  attempt.  Over  this  lit- 
tle Slate— for  the  District  of  Columbia  was  a 
Slate  in  cver^  sense  of  the  word — Congress  had 
exclusive  jurisdiciinn,  but  it  had  no  powers  that 
wen  not  warranted  by  the  States  that  made  the 
cession,  or  by  the  Constitution  itself.  And  was 
there  a  State  in  this  Union  whose  Legislature 
(and  be  admitted  that  Congress  bad  as  much 
power  over  this  District  as  a  State  Legislature 
iiad  over  the  States  by  which  they  were  created) 
would  attempt  to  exercise  its  power  over  the  in- 
stitution of  slavery,  unless  in  obedience  to  the 
voice  of  a  majority  of  the  people  of  that  Stated 
And  the  time  for  Congress  to  act  on  this  subject 
would  be  when  the  people  of  this  District  them- 
selves petitioned  for  the  alTolition  of  slavery. 
When  they  expressed  that  wish,  then  he  be- 
lieved Congress  could  act  upon  it,  and  not  be- 
fore. 

Hence  it  is,  that  I  am  opposed  to  the  rule,  be- 
cause it  prohibits  the  citizens  of  this  District  from 
petitioning  Congress  for  the  abolition  of  slavery 
within  the  District.  The  rule  not  only  prohibits 
the  people  of  the  Slates  of  this  Union — who,  I 
acknowledge,  have  no  right  to  do  so^from  pe- 
titioning Congress  for  the  abolition  of  slavery 
withiathe  District  of  Columbia,  but  it  also  pro- 
hibits the  people  of  the  District,  who  have  an 
undoubted,  an  indisputable  right.  It  belongs  to 
them  especially  and  exclusively  to  control  the 
affairs  of  the  District;  and  no  State  has  the  right 
to  interfere  with  them.  So  completely  distinct 
and  separate  do  I  regard  the  sovereignty  and  in- 
depenaenoe  of  the  Stales  to  be,  that,  in  tny  opin- 
ion, there  would  be  as  much  propriety  in  the 
citizens  of  Ohio  petitioning  the  Autocrat  of  Rus- 
sia for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  that  country,  as 
in  petitioning  Congress  for  the  abolition  of  sla- 
very within  the  District  of  Columbia.  So  com- 
plete is  that  independence,  that  no  one  State  has, 
or  ought  to  have,  any  control  whatever  oi^er  the 
institutions  of  anotl^^r,  or  any  right  to  interfere 
with  the  institutions  of  another.  I  remember, 
when  I  was  a  youth,  I  was  taught  that  "  six  days 
ahalt  thou  labor,  and  do  all  that  thou  hast  to  do; 
but  the  seventh  day  is  the  Sabbath  of  the  Lord 
thyGod.  In  it  thou  shall  do  no  manner  of  work — 
thou,  nor  thy  son,  nor  thy  daughter,  thy  man- 
servant, nor  thy  maid-servant,  nor  thy  eaUle;" 
which  means,  I  suppose,  that  we  are  not  to  work 
our  oxen,  our  horses,  or  mules.  Weil,  now,  sup- 

Eose  the  people  of  Virginia  should  petition  the 
legislature  of  Ohio  to  prevent  them  from  working 
their  horses,  oxen,  and  mules  on  the  Sabbath: 
there  would  be  as  much  propriety  in  this  as  fur 
the  people  of  Ohio  to  petition  Congress  for  the 
fibolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 
The  one  would  not  be  a  greater  interference  with 
the  domestic  institutions  of  an  independent  Slate 
than  the  other,  i  do  not  intend  to  class  negroes 
witli  oxen  and  mules,  however;  I  merely  men- 
tion this  for  (he  purpose  of  illustration.  At  the . 
same  time,  all  my  feelings  are  against  slavery,  as 
much  so  as  any  man's  can  lye;  but  I  deny  the 
right  of  the  people  of  other  States  and  Territo- 
ries to  interfere  with  the  institutions  of  any  par- 
ticular State  or  Territory.  I  deny  the  right  of 
Congress .  to  exercise  any  power  as  regards  this 
District,  except  such  as  ilie  majority  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  District  may  approve;  that  is  theground 
upon  which  I  press  the  question.  But  a  question 
may  arise  as  to  the  policy  of  the  thing;  whether 
it  be  politic  to  permit  other  States  to  have  any- 
thing to  say  in  the  mauer;  and  I  say,  in  regard 
to  this,  that  if  it  be  politic  in  one  instance,  it  will 
be  in  every  other.  If  it  be  politic  to  interfere 
with  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  it  will 
be  equally  so  to  interfere  with  that  question  in  all 
the  States  of  the  Union. 

1  ask  gentJemeo,  then,  who  look  upon  the  sub- 
ject in  an  interested  point  of  view,  whether  they 
would  be  willing  to  see  three  million  slaves  set 
loose  in  this  country— filled  as  theyare  with  hos- 
tile and  revengeful  feelings— without  the  means 
uf  supporting  themselves?  No,  sir;  they  would 
not  like  to  see  it;  (hey  would  never  consent  to 
niiy  such  thing.  As  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  justly  remarked  the  other  day,  it  would  be 


not  only  impolitic,  but  dangerous.  It  would  en- 
danger the  existence  of  the  Union.  And  I  ask 
the  philanthropists  in  this  House  whether  it 
would  not  place  the  unfortunate  negro  in  a  posi- 
tion ten  thousand  times  worse  than  the  present .' 
We  would  have  to  guard  our  houses  at  night, 
as  we  should  be  without  confidence  in  their  in- 
tegrity. We  would  be  compelled  to  treat  them 
as  beasts  of  prey.  Turn  them  loose  upon  society 
»ilh  all  (he  feelings  that  prompt  in  them  a  spirit 
of  revenge !  Why,  it  would  be  monstrous;  it 
would  be  the  greatest  infliction  that  was  ever  suf- 
fered bf  any  community.  It  would  be  so  great 
an  injury  as  to  amount  to  the  complete  destruc- 
tion of  the  country.  That  would  be  (he  effect  of 
it.  But  again,  I  ask,  what  are  you  going  to  do 
with  them  )  Supposing  the  prayers  of  these  pe- 
titions to  be  granted:  now  are  they  to  maintain 
themselves?  For  that  theyare  inferior  to  the 
whites,  no  one  can  deny;  they  are  inferior,  both  in 
their  mental  and  in  their  physical  qualities — as 
inferior  as  the  orang-outang  is  to  them.  What, 
then,  are  you  going  to  do  with  them,  admitting 
that  the  prayers  of  the  petitions  are  granted,  and 
admitting  that  this  abolition  spirit  be  spread  far 
and  wide  throughoutthe  country,  and  that  Con- 
gress has  the  power  to  emancipate  every  Mgto 
in  (he  United  States  ?  What  are  yon  going  to  do 
with  them  ?  Are  you  going  to  colonize  them  ? 
Examine  the  condition  of  the  African  race,  at  this 
time,  in  their  own  country.  Is  it  better  than  that 
of  the  slaves  here?  1  doubt  it.  When  was  the 
time,  and  where  has  l>een  the  place,  where  they 
have  maintained  themselves,  for  any  length  of 
time,  independent  and  free  ?  Show  me  the  time 
and  place  when  and  where  thev  have  maintained 
a  free  government,  unprotected  by  white  men.  I 
know  not  where.  Why,  sir,  when  Africa  was 
conquered  by  the  Roman  arms,  and  when  the 
Christian  religion  was  carried  into  that  country, 
if  I  have  read  history  correctly,  (or  rather  if  the 
history  I  have  read  be  correct,)  there  were  some- 
thing like  five  hundred  Christian  meeting-houses 
established  upon  the  African  soil.  So  long  as  the 
Roman  standard  floated  above  them,  so  long  they 
stood;  but  the  very  moment  that  the  Roman 
power  was  withdrawn,  that  moment  the  Africans 
were  again  barbarians. 

And  here  let  me  remark  another  curious  fact — 
that  there  is  no  spot  on  the  face  of  the  earth  but 
Africa,  where  the  Christian  religion,  being  once 

r lamed,  has  not  taken  root.  Then  it  cannot  exist, 
t  never  has,  and  in  all  prol>ability  it  never  will 
exist  there.  1  do  not  undertake  to  assign  any 
reason  for  this,  or  to  explain  the  origin  of  that 
race;  it  is  said  we  are  allnf  (he  same  family — that 
we  are  all  descended  from  Adam  and  Eve.  As  to 
this,  I  do  not  know,  but  when  we  ask  those  who 
contend  for  this  doctrine,  what  it  is  that  consti- 
tutes the  difference  between  the  negro  and  the 
while  man  in  external  appearance  as  well  as  in 
intellect,  we  are  told  it  is  climate,  soil,  usages, 
customs,  and  manners.  That  a  very  marked  and 
palpable  difl°orencc  does  exist,  no  one  can  doubt. 
It  is  about  three  hundred  years  since  the  slavery 
of  the  African  race  was  commenced  by  the  Por- 
tuguese. Africans  were  then  introduced  into  Eu- 
rope, and  subsequently  into  America.  The  same 
biblical  history  which  impresses  ujion  the  mind 
of  the  philanthropist  that  the  negro  is  of  the  same 
race  as  the  white  man,  tells  us  that  the  world  is 
six  thousand  years  old.  But  three  hundred  years 
have  elapsed  since  the  introduction  gf  slavery. 
For  three  hundred  years,  then,  the  African  has 
been  under  the  protection  of  European  laws;  yet, 
with  all  the  advantages.of  European  protection, 
and  the  benefit  of  European  climate,  of  Euro^an 
habits,  customs,  and  manners,  the  African — the 
direct  descendant  of  the  first  African  ever  intro- 
duced into  Europe,  if  he  can  be  found — will  be 
found  to  have  a  skin  as  black,  a  nose  as^at,  and 
shins  as  crooked,  as  they  were  when  he  was  first 
enslaved.     [A  laugh.] 

Well,  sir,  about  the  same  time  the  Portuguese 
established  colonies  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  under 
the  same  sun  which  is  supposed  to  turn  Africans 
black,  treading  the  same  sands,  and  those  colo- 
nies have  continued  there  from  tliat  time  to  the 
present;  and  yet  the  Portuguese  colonist  is  pre- 
cisely the  same  man  he  was  when  be  first  emi- 
grated to  Africa.  Now,  I  ask  tl^  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  and  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  f  my 
colleague,)  to  calculate,  (and  they  may  work  it 
out  by  any  rule  they  please,)  if  the  benefit  of  a 


European  climate  for  three  hundred  years  will 
make  no  difference  at  all,  what  will  six  thousand 
years  make?  If,  after  three  hundred  years,  his 
foot  be  as  flat,  and  the  effluvia  from  his  body  as 
strong,  what  diflTerence  wit!  six  tliousand  yean 
make  ?  If  any  man  on  the  face  of  the  earth  is 
capable  of  answering  this  on  principles  of  moral 
reasoning,!  would  like  to  hear  him.  Ifanymsn 
is  capable,  of  doing  it,  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts is;  and  the  next  time  be  rises  to  defend 
the  black  population,  and  to  place  them  on  a  foot- 
ing of  equality  with  American  citizens,  entitled  to 
air  the  benefit  of  our  laws,  I  hope  he  will  give  as 
a  full  explanation  upon  this  point. 

We  have  seen  in  1838, 1839,  and  1840,  a  con- 
tinued agitation  upon  this  subject,  which  wss 
growing  to  be  alarming.  We  have  seen  the  skive- 
li(>Iders  of  the  Soutli  and  the  Abolitionists  of  the 
North  ,(or  the  representatives  of  the  Abolitionists,) 
creating  what  has  been  facetiously  termed  quite 
a  "tempest  in  a  teapot."  We  have  heard  tlieni 
dcclariiig  "  war  to  tne  knife,  and  the  knife  to  the 
hilt;"  dissolution  of  the  Union,  and  all  that  sort 
of  thing.  But  we  have  been  taught,  at  length,  to 
look  upon  this  abolition  question  as  a  political 
hobby;  and  we  have  seen  this  hobby  ridden  upon 
its  bare,  galled  back,  and  spurred  until  it  was 
jaded  almost  to  death. 

•What  has  been  the  result  of  these  violent  eon- 
tests?  Notwithstanding  the  threats  of  each  party 
to  the  other — notwithstanding  all  this,  in  1840, 
we  saw  an  amalgamation  of  the  slaveholders  of 
the  South  and  the  Abolitionists  of  the  North,  re- 
gardless of  their  terrific  threats  to  shed  each  oth- 
er's blood — we  saw  them  united  to  overthrow  the 
Democratic  candidate  in  the  presidential  election. 
The  Democratic  Lezislature  of  Ohio  had  passed 
what  they  considered  an  excellent  law  to  prohibit 
the  concealment  of  negroes  within  the  Slate.  The 
election  of  1840  followed,  and  we  thought  we  de- 
served at  least  some  credit  with  the  slaveholdin^ 
interest  for  that  act.  We  thought  that  the  slave- 
holders should  have  united  with  the  Democratic 
party  in  supportof  the  Democratic  candidate.  But 
what  were  we  told  by  some  of  those  who  were 
mostactive  in  the  campaign?  We  were  told,  "we 
care  nothing  about  your  law,  your  influence,  or 
your  protection;  we  are  able  to  protect  our  own 
property."  That  was  the  response. 

Sir,  I  am  induced  to  regard  the  whole  qusslion 
of  abolition,  whether  liere  or  elsewhere,  as  a  mj^ 
crable,  contemptible  hobby,  too  frequently  intro- 
duced here  for  the  purpose  of  making  capital  at 
home,  by  southern  and  northern  gentlemen.  Talk 
about  dissolving  the  Union !  Why,  does  any  man 
suppose,  because  a  few  individuals  in  this  coun- 
try (and  a  very  few  indeed,  compared  with  the 
great  mass  of  the  population)  were  desirous  of 
abolishing  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbis, 
bccauso  Ihey  cannot  have  their  wishes  gratified, 
that  the  Union  is  to  be  dissolved  ?  Sir,  the  Union 
does  not  aland  on  so  slights  foundation.  There 
is  something  more  to  keep  together  this  Union, 
which,  as  has  been  well  remarked,  was  purchased 
by  the  blood  of  patrinis.  It  has  higher  oljecis 
to  hold  it  together.  All  we  have  to  do  to  preserve 
the  Union,  is  to  keep  every  government  in  its 
orbit;  all  we  have  to  do  is  to  preserve  ihe  sover- 
eignty and  independence  of  the  several  Slates— 
that  sovereignty  and  independence  which  the 
Constitution  secures  to  them.  All  wp  liave  to  do 
in  our  legislative  capacity,  is  to  act  in  cimforinity 
wilh  that  sovereignty  and  independence,  and  to 
maintain  the  power  which  the  Constitution  has 
conferred  upon  us.  That  is  all.  That  is  the  duly 
which  wc  owe  to  ourselves,  to  our  eonstituenit, 
and  to  the  country.  It  is  a  duty  imposed  upon 
us  by  the  oaih  which  we  have  taken  to  maintain 
the  Constitution,  No  man  can  be  so  lost  to  bis 
own  sense  of  the  duty  which  he  owes  the  coun- 
try, as  to  think,  for  a  single  moment,  that  the 
Union  is  in  danger  merely  because  a  few  individ- 
uals desire  that  slavery  should  be  abolislied  in 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

Gentlemen  of  thq  South  need  not  be  so  alarmed 
OS  the  genileman  from  Georgia  appeared  to  be  the 
other  day;  he  may  set  his  mind  perfectly  at  ease 
respecting  the  designs  of  the  people  of  the  North 
and  the  West.  Tlie  people  of  tlie  South  have 
little  to  fear  from  them.  They  are  as  much  op- 
posed to  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  this  District 
as  the  people  of  the  South  are.  They  are  as  much 
opposed,  in  a  political  sense,  knowing  the  evil 
that  would  result  to  the  country  generally.  They 
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have  as  mucli  interest  in  the  preservation  of  the 
rolitioat  institutions  of  iliis  country,  on  acr.ount 
of  their  own  personal  safety,  as  the  people  of  the 
South  have  in  the  proieciion  of  their  slai«8. 

I  trust  tliat  the  rules  will  be  adopted  as  they 
have  been  reported  by  the  committee;  and  I  trust 
that  hereafter  petitions  will  be  received  and  re- 
ferred, and  that  reports  will  be  made  npon  them; 
lor  I  believe  that  there  is  no  cnnimilti.-e  that  will 
report  a  bill  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  this 
District.  Wc  shall  Uten  have  it  in  our  power  to 
Ithow  the  people  of  the  South  that,  so  far  from 
beiii;  Abolitionists,  wc  arc,  in  fact,  opposed  to 
the  abolilion  of  slavery. 

If  it  was  not  out  of  order,  he  desired  to  ask  his 
coHea-jae  on  his  risht  [.Mr.  GiDOiHO»].onp  ques- 
tion, which  hecouldnnswcror  not, as  he  pleased.  I 
He  was  in  possession  of  a  paper,  though  he  had  \ 
it  not  here,  representing  that  his  colleaeue  made  ' 
a  speech  ot  a  incetins;  of  a  number  of  Abolition-  i 
ists;  and,  in  the  course  of  its  delivery,  read  a  let-  I 
te^  from  Mr.  Clay,  setting  forth  that  he  con-  | 
curred  with  liini  in  all  his  doctrines  on  the  sub-  i 
iicl  of  n'loliiion.  ,  1 

Mr.  OIDDINGS.  Willmy  colleague  yield  the  | 
floor  ? 

.Mr.  DUNCAN.  Yes,  sir,  for  an  answer  to  my 
qui'S'ion. 

iMr.  GIDDING-'.  Am  I  in  possession  of  the 
lliMir,  Mr.  SprHkir?  j 

The  SPKA  KER.  Just  for  an  explanation,  sir. 

Mr.  GIDDINUS.  If  I  have  the  floor,  it  will 
take  me  just  one  hour  to  give  the  pxplinalinn 


believed  there  could  be  no  danger  in  giving  the 
people  their  constitutional  rights, 

Mr.  A.  V.  BROWN  next  obtained  the  floor; 
when 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  asked  him  to  yield  him  the 
floor  to  enable  him  to  answer  his  colleague,  [Mr. 
DnvcAM.] 

Mr.  A.  V.BROWN  replied  that  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  could  answer  his  colleague  at  another 
time  as  well  as  now. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  Will  the  gentleman  allow 
me  ten  minut>'S? 

Mr.  A.  V.  BROWN  wishetj,  before  he  an- 
swered the  G;cnlleman,  to  inquire  whether  the 
debate  would  continue  after  the  expiration  of  the 
mornins  hour  ? 

The  SPE.iKER  informed  the  gentleman  that 
the  debate  whs  limited  to  the  morning  hour  and 
that  would  expire  in  ten  minutes. 

Mr.  A.  V.  BROWN  then  yielded  the  floor, 
remarking  that  it  would  no  doubt  be  considered 
very  liberal  in  him  to  allow  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  two  of  his  ten  minutes. 

Mr. .GIDDINGS  said  he  was  under  an  obliga- 
tion to  his  colleague  for  the  question  he  had  pro- 
pounded,and  he  should  respond  to  it  with  pleasure. 

In  the  latter  part  of  September  last,  he  said  he 
addressed  the  people  of  Oberlin.  They  were 
mostly  of  that  class  who  were  called  the  liberty 
party.  In  the  course  of  his  remarks,  he  endeav- 
ored to  convince  them  that  a  separate  political 
organization,  for  the  sAle  purpose  of  maintaining 
the  constitutional  rights  of  the  people  of  the  free 


Mr.  DDNCAN.  Well,  if  it  will  lake  an  hour  [Stales  in  regard  to  slavery,  was  necessary.  It 
■'  '  ■' '---•-■''  was  one  of  the  objections  of  these  men  that  south- 
ern slaveholders  would  never  be  persuaded  to 
support  the  Constitution  in  the  spirit  in  which  it 
was  atlopted.  On  this  point  he  endeavored  to 
persuade  them  that  they  were  in  error;  that  south- 
ern men  who  loved  the  Constitution,  and  who 
were  swoyi  to  support  it,  would  turn  their  atten- 
tion to  those  rights,  end  would  meet  us  on  the 
line  of  the  Constitution,  and  would  unite  with 
northern  men  in  the  maintenance  of  all  the  rights 
of  all  the  Stales.  He  remarked  that  he  quoted 
instances  of  southern  slaveholders,  whom  he  re- 
spected, and  .who  had  shown  themselves  willing 
to  meet  the  North  upon  the  true  constitutional 
line.  He  said  he  then  slated  that  he  would  read 
a  letter  from  a  southern  man,  and  a  slaveholder, 
in  which  his  own  sentimenis  were  set  forth  in 
full.  He  then  read  the  letter;  and.  on  a  call  for 
the  name,  he  announced  it  to  be  Mr.  Clay.  He 
then  went  on  to  say  that  it  was  C.  M.  Clay,  one 
of  the  wealthiest  and  most  pure  and  most  influ- 
ential men  in  Kentucky.  Mr.  6.  said  he  went 
on  to  say  that  he  had  no  authority  to  say  that 
Henry  Clay  would  thus  support  the  Constitution; 
but  that,  from  his  acknowledged  pali;iotism,  and 
devotion  to  his  country,  he  liatl  no  doubt  he 
would  support  the  constitutional  rights  of  the 
North  as  firmly  as  he  would  those  of  the  South. 
Mr.  G.  said  he  was  informed  that  an  editor 
was  present  who  had,  a  few  days  previously. 


to  answer  a  simple  question,  I  had  ralherdo  with 
out  the  annwer,  and  go  on  with  my  remorks.  i 
The  gentleman,  then,  does  not  fuel  disposed  to  ; 
answer. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.    Yes,  sir,  I  do;  but  I  must 
have  time  for  it 

Mr.  DUNCAN  could  only  say  that  he  had  ; 
■een  it  slated  in  a  newspaper  that  the  gentleman 
made  a  speech  at  a  meeting  of  a  number  of  his  ! 
eoiislituenls,  in  the  course  of  which  he  read  a  let- 
ter from  Mr.  Cluy,  setting  forth  that  he  whs  with  j 
him  in  every  essential  particular  on  the  subject  i 
of  abolition.     He  had  never  seen  that  slatcnient  : 
contri:dicted,and  the  gentleman  himself  hail  never 
cnntradicted  it.    He  inight  now  take  an  hour  to 
deny  it. 

To  return  to  the  subject  from  which  he  had 
digressed.  He  would  ask  ihe  country  anil  ask  | 
the  Democratic  parly,  if  ihey  were  to  be  further 
f;ull<-d  with  this  miserable  humbug?  They  had  i 
R I  ready  consumed  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
wssioii  in  worse  th;ui  useless  discussion  on  this 
subject,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  other  buKiniss; 
and  it  would  continue  to  obstruct  the  business  of 
the  H'wsc  if  some  order  was  not  taken  to  pre-  ' 
vent  it.  It  germed  to  him  that  the  best  way  of 
disposing  of  the  subject  would  Ire  to  rstablish 
the  rales  as  reportetl  by  the  select  committee, 
mid  let  all  the  pe<itioua  be  received  and  referred. 
'I'hts  cours<',  he  wn.i  satisfied,  would  save  time,  | 
as  he  had  seuii  biilh  this  and  the  oppos  le  course  j 
tried.  There  was  less  time  consumed  in  the  re-  I 
ecption  of  abolition  petitions,  and  debates  on  ' 
them,  while  this  practice  prevailed,  than  since 


published  a  vile  falsehood,  saying  that  he  had 
been  eitpelled  from  Congress  for  presenting  reso- 
lutions to  dissolve  the  Union;  and  he  then  called 
public  attention  to  this  libel  and  slander.    This 


It  would  not  only  save  lime,  but  it  would  setile'.i  editor  hud  seen  fii  to  publish  the  misrepresentation 


the  question  abroad.     The  people  claimed  to  be  ! 
the  judges  of  what  it  was  proper  for  them  to  \ 
petition  on;  and  if  any  one  thing  had  manufac-  [ 
tured  abolitionism  more  ilian  another,  it  was  the  : 
rule  forbidding  the  reception  of  abolition   peti- ' 
tions.    The  cry  had  beefi  raised,  "  the  Constitu-  ! 
lion  is  violated;  we  no  longer  enjoy  the  privi-  ■ 
leges   of  American  citizens."      That   cry    was' 
caught  up  by  all  who  did  not  investigate  the  sub- 
ject as  clearly  as  some  of  bis  suullierii  friends 
did.     They  took  the  Coiisiitutii>n  according  to  | 
its  letter,  and  believed  that,  in  the  rufusnl  lo  re- 
ceive petitions, a  constitutional  right  was  invaded. 
Then,  we  owe  it  to  ourselves,  to  our  duty,  and 
to  the  prejudices  and  feelings  <if  the  people,  that  j 
ihede  petitions  should    be  received.     Sn   I'nr  as  I 
ilnneer  to  the  Union  had  been  spoken  of,  he  did  | 
not  believe  there  was  any  to  be  apprehended.  U«  t 
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to  wliicli  his  colleagiie  had  referred,  which  was 
an  unmitigated  falsehood. 

Mr.  DUiNC.iN  inquired  whetherhis  colleague 
had  staled  lo  the  meeting  that  the  letter  was  from 
Cassiiis  M.  Clay,  and  whether  his  colleague  had 
ever  conlradicted  the  report  in  writing? 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  replied  that  he  had  stated  to 
the  meeting  that  it  was  from  Cassius  M.  Clay, 
and  that  he  expressly  said  that  Henry  Clay  had 
never  been  called  on  as  to  these  points;  that  when 
he  first  saw  the  report,  taken  from  the  Richmond 
Enquirer,  he  had  instantly  written  to  the  editor, 
stating  these  facts;  and  this  letter  had  been  pub- 
lished in  that  paper  and  others;  and  if  his  col- 
league had  not  seen  it,  tlie  fault  lay  not  on  him- 
self. 

Mr.  A.  V.  BROWN  observed,  he  was  a  little 
afraid  that  the  indulgence  be  had  extended  lo  the 


gentleman  from  Ohio  had  resulted  as  any  indul- 
gence to  abolition  petitions  would.  The  gentle- 
man had  asked  for  only  two  minutes,  and  had 
-taken  five;  and  he  was  afraid  thot  when  they 
yielded  to  these  Abolitionists  wh4t  they  now  so 
strenuously  contended  for — the  right  of  petition — 
they  woulti  not  be  content  to  stop  there,  but  would 
go  on  asking  for  more  and  more  indulgences, 
until  they  succeeded  in  accomplishing  their  ob- 
jects. 

His  object  in  addressing  the  House  now  was, 
not  for  enect  abroad,  but  to  have  some  fflTecl  in 
the  House,  and  contribute,  if  possible,  something 
towards  the  settlement  of  this  delicate  and  per- 
plexing question.  He  was  in  lavor  of  committing 
this  report;  not  because  it  did  not  contain  the  2Ist 
rule,  but  because  it  contained  no  rule  at  all  to 
govern  their  proceedings  on  abolition  petitions. 
There  was  a  time  when  there  was  no  rule  on  this 
subject;  but  what  time  was  it?  It  was  when  the 
fell  spirit  of  fanaticism  had  never  invaded  this 
Hall;  but  since  it  had  begun  to  infest  the  land, 
these  petitions  came  in  in  auch  numbers,  that, 
with  the  size  of  that  body,  there  were  not  mem- 
bers enough  to  act  on  them' as  the  petitioners  de-' 
sired.  There  was,  therefore,  a  necessity  for  soma 
rule  to  govern  their  action  on  them,  though  some 
gentlemen  told  them  that  they  could  do  without 
rules;  that  two  hundred  and  twenty  men,  having 
to  act  everyday  on  the  important  business  of  the 
country,  could,  at  the  same  time,  act  consistently 
and  understandtngly  on  these  petitions,  without 
any  rule  at  all.  In  former  times,  the  House  dis- 
posed of  this  subject  by  resolutions.  They  had 
the  Patton  resolution,  the  Pinckney  resolution, 
and  the  Alherton  resolutions;  and,  finally,  they 
adopted  the  21st  rule.  At  that  time^  they  were 
told  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
Adams,]  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Gid- 
dings,]  by  John  C.'  Clark,  by  Seth  M .  Gates,  and 
other  Abolitionists  on  that  floor — what?  Why, 
they  proclaimed  eternal  opposition  to  that  rule,  not 
because  ihey  favored  or  opposed  the  objects  they 
had  in  view,  but  because,  as  they  contendetl,  it 
was  an  abridgement  of  the  great  right  of  petition. 
What  did  they  now  hear?  What  did  they  hear 
from  those  they  called  their  friends?  men  who 
would  go  with  them  in  sustaining  the  great  com- 
promises of  the  Constitution;  who  loved  that 
instrument,  and  were  ready  to  stand  or  fall  by 
its 

The  SPEAKER  here  informed  the  gentleman 
that  the  morning  hour  had  expired. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  moved  to  suspend  the  rule* 
to  allow  Mr.  Brown  to  go  on  with  his  remark*. 
He  wished  this  debate  to  be  brought  to  a  close. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL, called  for  the  yeaa 
and  nays;  but  a  sufficient  number  not  rising  to 
sustain  the  (»ll,  they  were  not  ordered. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  asked,  if  the  moUon 
did  not  require  a  two-third  vote  to  sustain  it? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  in  the  aflimiative. 

Mr.  C.J.  INGERSOLL  then  called  for  telleraj 
but  the  call  was  not  sustained. 

On  taking  the  question,  the  ayes  were  73,  noes 
61. 

So  the  rules  were  not  suspended,  there  not 
being  a  majority  of  two  thirds. 

LIST  OP  CLAIMANTS. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  that  the  first  busi- 
ness in  order  was  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  communicating  the  names  of  par- 
ties entitled,  and  the  amount  respectively  due  of 
the  old  funded  and  unfunded  debt,  payable  on 
presentation  under  the  resolution  of  the  Houss 
of  7th  January  last;  the  pending  question  being 
on  the  motion  to  print, 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  observed  that  since  this 
wt^ect  was  up  last,  he  had  been  to  the  Treasury 
Department,  were  be  had  been  informed  by  the 
proper  oflicer 

Mr.  BARNARD  here  raiseil  the  question  of 
order,  that  the  resolutions  which  were  laid  over 
on  notice  of  debate,  had  the  priority  over  ibis 
report. 

The  SPEAKER  overruled  the  point  of  order. 
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Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  resumed.  He  had  learned 
of  the  Treasury  Department,  that  whilst  the  Bank 
of  the  United  Stales  acted  as  commissioner  of 
loans,  they  had  the  possession  of  all  the  books 
containing  the  record  of  these  claims,  and  the 
officers  were  of  opinion  that  somebody  had  got 
possession  ofthe  names  of  the  claimants,  and  was 
usingflhe  record.  It  would,  therefore,  benofii  the 
claimants  to  have  the  names  published.  He  pro- 
posed, however,  to  refer  the  mailer  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  to  inquire  and  report 
what  reslriclions,  if  any,  might  be  necessary  in 
the  publication. 

The  report  was  then  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATIONS. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury; 

TRtA«ORT  DtPARTMEST,  January  5, 1844. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  tmniimit  the  annual  rejtort  of 
the  Sohcitor  ol*  the  Treasury,  in  relation  to  ihc  ariluoiis 
ilutiee  with  which  he  is  charged.  It  will  be  found  to  con- 
tain very  unelut  iiiformation,  and  some  ino^t  valuable  sug- 
gestions Tor  the.  better  mnnagemeiit  of  the  property  which 
Uie  United  States  has  acquired,  and  hereafter  may  acquire, 
upon  sales  under  executions  in  iheir  favor,  as  well  as  upon 
other  subjecu  of  great  interest. 

i.  C.  SPENCER. 

Bon.  J.  W.  JoNsa,  SptakT  of  the  House  0/  RefraetUa- 
iives, 

■  Also,  a  letter  from  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Buildings,  transmitting,  in  compliance  with  the 
act  of  Congress,  his  annual  report  ofthe  manner 
in  which  all  appropriations  for  the  public  build- 
ings and  grounds  have  been  applied;  which  re- 
port was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  and  Grounds. 

Also,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  stat- 
ing that  he  had  examined  andaudited  theaccounts 
of  the  legal  representatives  of  Captain  S.  Skin- 
ner, deceased;  and  transmitting  the  report  of  the 
Third  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  upon  that  subject; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Also,  li  letter  from  the  Mayor  of  Alexandria, 
transmitting  a  copy  of  a  preamble  and  resolutions 
of  the  Common  Council  of  Alt^xandria,  relating 
to  the  Bank  of  Potomac  and  Farmers'  Bank  of 
that  city;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

GENERAL  JACKSON'S  FINE. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL,  the 
House  resolved  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  (Mr.  Davis,  of  Indiana,  in  the  chair,) 
and  proceeded  with  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to 
refund  the  fine  imposed  on  General  Jackson  by 
Judge  Hall  at  New  Orleans. 

Mr.  WELLER  said,  when  this  bill  was  first 
introduced,  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
Barnard,]  who,  it  seems,  had  lashed  himself 
into  a  rage,  announced  that  they  were  about  to 
pass  an  act  in  direct  violatioii  of  the  Constitution, 
but  that  they  should  not  do  it  without  being  in- 
formed ofthe  fact.  Now,  it  was.exceedingly  forr 

•  tunate  for  the  majority  on  that  floor  that  they 
could  have  the  opinion  of  a  learned  gentleman 
from  New  York;  that"  a  Daniel  had  come  10 judg- 
ment;" and  that  the  schoolmaster  was  abroad  in 
the  land.  The  gentleman  from  New  York  had 
spent  a  large  portion  of  his  hour — and  he  hoped, 
now,  the  House  was  satisfied  that  there  was  some 

food  reason  for  the  passage  of  the  hour  rule— in 
is  effort  to  prove  that  the  Constitution  did  not 
permit  General  Jackson  to  proclaim  martial  law. 
Why,  who  ever  pretended  that  it  did?  The 
friends  of  this  bill  placed  its  justification  on  the 
law  of  necessity.  The  declaration  of  martial  law 
was  an  act  for' which  Greneral  Jackson  was  re- 
sponsible to  the  country,  if  the  circumstances  by 
which  he  was  surrounded  were  not  a  sufficient 
justification;  and  in  order  to  decide  the  question 
whether  General  Jackson  acted  right  or  wrong, 
it  was  unjust  to  argue  what  the  circumstances 

•  were  by  which  he  was  surrounded  at  the  time  to 
which  thia  bill  related.  Now,  what  was  the  po- 
sition of  General  Jackson  at  that  time  .>  He  had 
been  informed,  previous  to  going  to  New  Orleans, 

'•  by  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  that 
disaffection  existed  among  the  citizens  of  New 
Orleans.  He  wtis  so  informed  by  a  man  who 
was  io  a  position  to  understand  the  feelings  and 
opinions  of  the  people;  and  it  is  a  fact  already 
spread  on  the  page  of  history,  that  many  of  the 


naturalized  citizens  of  that  city  applied  for  exemp- 
tion from  service  in  the  American  army— citi- 
zens, too,  some  of  whom  held  high  oflice  under 
the  government  of  the  Slate  of  Louisiana.  And 
after  General  Jackson  arrived  in  the  city  of  New 
Orleans,  he  found  placards  in  the  public  places  of 
the  city,  calling  upon  and  invoking  one  portion 
ofthe  population  to  a  servile  insurrection. 

It  was  well  known  that  this  disaffection,  which 
had  been  spoken  of  by  the  Governor,  existed,  to 
a  great  extent;  and  having  been  placed  on  his 
guard  against  this  disaffection,  after  having  been 
called  upon  by  the  public  men  of  the  city  of  New 
Orleans,  and  invoked,  to  proclaim  martial  law; 
then,  and  not  till  then,  did  he  take  the  responsi- 
bility of  that  step.  He  placed  his  destiny  on  the 
circumstances  that  surrounded  him,  and  relied  on 
them  for  his  justification,  knowing  that  if  he  was 
wrong,  he  was  ilamned  forever  in  the  opinion  of 
the  American  people.  It  was  now  contended  thai 
by  that  act  General  Jackson  was  guilty  of  a 
usurpation.  Yes,  after  he  had  been  called  upon 
by  the  public  men  of  New  Orleans — by  many  of 
the  holders  and  owners  of  property  which  was 
in  danger;  when  he  acted  upon  their  directions, 
and  declared  martial  law,  it  had  been  attributed 
to  him  that  he  acted  with  tyranny.  If,  then,  the 
circumstances  justified  him  in  proclaiming  mar- 
tial law,  it  became  necessary  for  General  Jackson 
to  disobey  the  writ  o( habeas  eorptu  for  the  main- 
tenance of  discipline  in  bis  camp.  And  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  proclamation  of  martial  law  being 
manifest,  the  only  question  was,  the  necessity  of 
continuing  martial  law  up  to  the  ]3ih  of  March. 
It  was  true,  that  a  rumor  reached  New  Orleans 
that  a  peace  had  been  agreed  upon;  but  the  same 
day  which  brought  this  rumor  brought  an  addi- 
tional letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  ordering 
General  Jackson  to  add  to  his  army  two  addi- 
tional regiments.  General  Jackson,  anxious  to 
save  the  lives  of  his  own  people,  as  well  as  of  the 
enemy,  made  a  proposition  to  the  British  com- 
manding officer  to  suspend  hostilities,  but  that 
proposition  was  rejected.  General  Jackson  was, 
therefore, compelled  to  maintain  his  position  until 
he  was  relieved  by  official  intelligence. 

But  after  his  victory  at  New  Orleans,  when  all 
classes  of  the  people  were  pouring  forth  their 
gratitude  to  that  rnan  as  their  savior ,*who  rose 
up  as  the  vindicator  of  the  law,  who  asserted 
that  the  Constitution  had  been  violated  ?  Who 
denounced  General  Jackson  as  a  tyrant  and  a 
usurper?  Was  it  an  American  ?  Was  it  a  man 
born  on  her  soil  >  A  man  through  whose  veins 
circulated  American  blood?  No,  sir;  it  was  an 
Englishman.  It  was  a  man  borne  in  the  same 
country  which  sent  forth  that  army  which  Gen- 
eral Jackson  defeated. 

Mr.  BARNARD  requested  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  to  slate  bis  authority  for  calling  Judge  Hall 
an  Englishman. 

Mr.  WELLER  said  this  was  his  authority: 
the  declaration  had  been  made,  and  never  contra- 
dicted; it  was  also  stated  on  this  floor  a  few  days 
since  by  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana,  [Mr.  Sli- 
OELL,]  who,  he  presumed,  was  familiar  with  the 
history  of  Judge  Hall. 

Mr.  BARNARD  said  if  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  woukl  permit  him,  he  would  state  that  an 
old  and  respectable  inhabitant  of  this  city,  with 
whom  he  was  acquainted,  knew  Judge  Hall  when 
he  was  in  college  in  Pennsylvania,  at  about  the 
age  of  sixteen  years,  and  knew  also  that  his  fam- 
ily then  resided  in  Philadelphia.  That  gentle- 
man, he  was  also  informed,  was  acquainted  with 
Judge  Hall.to  the  time  of  his  death. 

Mr.  WELLER  said  this  might  be  true,  and 
yet  it  did  not  prove  that  Judge  Hall  was  a  native 
citizen  ofthe  United  States;  nor  were  any  ofthe 
parties  concerned  in  the  contest  with  General 
Jackson  at  that  time — neither  Hall,  nor  Morell, 
nor  Martin,  nor  Louallier — natives  of  the  United 
Slates.  It  came  then  to  this:  that  the  Aonerican 
Constitution  was  to  be  vindicated  exclusively  by 
foreigners.  This  British  judge  was  to  become 
the  vindicator  of  American  law.  This,  he  con- 
fessed, was  to  him  a  remarkable  circumstance. 

But  who  had  they  here  in  opposition  to  this 
bill?  The  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Bar- 
nard] stood  in  the  front,  to  proclaim  tiiat  to  pass 
this  bill  to  refund  the  fine  to  General  Jackson, 
would  be  a  violation  of  the  law  and  Constitution. 
Why,  in  the  last  Congress,  that  gentleman  could 
take  $25,000  from  the  national  Treasury,  and 


bestow  it  upon  a  widow.  That  was  no  violation 
of  law  at  all.  The  Senate  of  the  United  States 
also  voted  |200,OUO  to  the  Massachusetts  militia 
thai  refused  to  fiijht  in  the  last  war.  That  was 
no  vioUiiion  of  the  Constitution.  The  Senate  of 
the  United  States  could  also  report  a  bill — for  it 
went  no  further — to  pay  the  heirs  of  old  Isaac 
Hull  some  two  or  three  thousand  dollars — he  who 
treacherously  surrendered  an  American  army  into 
the  hands  of  the  British — he  meant  General  Hull; 
everyb^y  knew  him — and  there  was  no  violation 
of  law  in  that.  But  now,  when  a  proposition 
was  made  to  refund  a  fine  unjustly  imposed  on 
General  Jackson,  the  very  persons  who  did  these 
things  woke  up  and  talked  about  violations  of  the 
Constitution;  but  God  save  that  instrument,  if  it 
fell  into  the  hands  of  such  men!  Well,  now, 
they  had  been  asked  why  this  bill  had  not  been 
passed  before;  and  that  was  urged  as  an  argu-' 
ment  why  it  should  not  be  passed  now.  He 
would  reply  that  this  question  was  neveragitated 
in  this  Hall,  until  public  opinion  had  been  s«t  in 
motion  by  the  people.  There  was  no  movement 
on  the  part  of  politicians  to  make  polilical  capital 
out  ofthe  refunding  of  this  fine,  until  the  people 
in  the  different  States  acted  upon  this  House. 
But  they  were  to  be  told  now  by  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Pettok,]  that  the  object 
of  this  bill  was  to  make  political  capital,  and  tint 
it  was  not  passed  alone  to  redeem  the  fame  of 
General  Jackson.  The  gejitleman  said  this  had 
not  been  done  before,  because  they  did  not  care 
about  it,  and  that  it  had  all  been  an  afterthought. 
He  also  said: 

*'  Vou  were  then  rich,  strong,  and  proud  ;  your  politics] 

capital  was  at  *  the  Hood,*  and  you  needed  the  aid  of  no 

such  huinbug'i.    You  are  uow  poor,  bankrupt,  humble, 

I J  timid ;  and,  like  drowning  men,  you  arc  catching  at  straws.** 

l|  This  was  one  of  the  most  remarkable  discov- 
eries of  the  age.  "The  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
had  found  out  that  the  Demncraliifparly  was  bank- 
rupt; but  where  did  he  find  its  evidence?  In  the 
popular  elections  which  had  taken  place  in  the 
different  States  of  this  Union?  Was  it  in  the 
complexion  of  this  House?  Did  the  gentleman 
remember  that,  at  the  extra  session  of  Congress, 
his  parly  had  a  majority  of  near  forty  .five,  while 
now,  under  the  operation  of  the  "  sober  second 
thought  of  the  people,"  the  Democratic  majority 
was  sixty  or  seventy  on  this  floor?  Where,  then, 
was  the  evidence  that  they  were  bankrupt?  De- 
mocracy dead  !  No,  it  never  dies.  It  might  be 
fiut  down  for  a  time.  They  might  prostrate  the 
eadersof  the  parly — those  who'stood  prominent 
in  the  ranks;  but  Democratic  principles  can  never 
bedestroyed;  they  were  principles  which  liberalize 
the  feelings, and  expand  the  heart;  and  make  man 
what  God  intended  him  to  be — His  noblest  work. 
Democracy  was  founded  on  eternal  and  immuta- 
ble truth;  and 

"  Truth  crush 'd  to  earth  will  rise  again." 
No,  no;  let  not  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
"  Lay  that  flattering  unction  to  liia  soul." 

Democracy  dead  or  bankrupt!  The  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  would  find  them  in  the  field  before 
this  year  had  rolled  over  them,  fighting  as  gal- 
lantly, but  more  successfully  limn  they  fought  in 
1840.  On.  their  flag  the  same  principles  would 
be  inscribed;  and  under  that  flag  they  would  rally 
with  as  much  energy  and  perseverance  as  their 
fathers  fought  when  they  shook  off  the  yoke  of 
colonial  bondage.  Let  not  the  gentlemen  then 
suppose  that  the  Democratic  party  were  bank- 
rupt. 

But  there  were  some  other  remarkable  things 
in  the  speech  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee, 
who  was  peculiarly  the  Representative  of  the  dis- 
tricl  in  which  the  old  hero  resides.  That  gentle- 
man came  into  this  Hall  and  said  the  refundiiig 
of  this  fine  would  lake  away  from  General  Jack- 
son the  brightest  of  his  tnititary  honors;  and  yet 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  while  professing 
to  be  a  friend  of  General  Jackson,  said  be  would 
vote  for  this  bill. 

Mr.  PEYTON  explained. 

Mr.  WELLER.  They  were  told  that  those 
who  were  advocating  the  passage  of  this  bill  were 
merely  the  pretended  friends  of  General  Jackson; 
and  yet  it  was  said  by  tlie  same  gentleman,  (and 
said  in  a  very  conciliatory  manner,)  if  the  friends 
of  General  Jackson  want  to  give  him  $1,000,  in 
God's  name  let  them  do  it.  But  General  Jackson 
is  no  beggar.    Thank  God,  he  has  enough  of  the 
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necessaries  of  life  to  taitain  liim  during  the  re- 
maiudsr  of  his  d«ys. 

From  the  language  of  ihcgcntlemnn  from  Ten- 
nessee, it  might  be  supposed  that  General  Jack- 
son wns  a  ragalM>nd,  a  hcggar,  knocking  at  our 
doors,  and  asking  tor  a  pension,  a  bounty,  or  a 
gratuity.  Sir,  that  is  not  llie  ground  on  which 
we  demand  ihe  restitution  of  the  fine.  General 
Jackson  asks  nothing  from  your  charily;  he  asks 
nothing  but  justice — that  justice  which  the  veriest 
criminal  has  a  right  le  demand.  And  tohtn  does 
be  ask  this  ?  JiToui,  when  he  is  no  longer  in  the 
political  arena;  no  longer  in  the  way  of  Ihe  gen- 
tlemen, (for  he  has  been  in  their  way  a  long  time.) 
^'uv,  when  he  has  reached  the  age  of  thrpescure 
and  ten,  and  is  nbuut  to  pnsa  to  "  that  bourne 
whence  no  traveler  returns,"  he  asks  tlinl  we  do 
him  the  justice  to  wipe  out  the  slain  which  has 
so  long  rested  upon  him  in  consequence  of  the 
imposition  of  tlint  fine.  Yes,  there  stands  the 
veteran,  with  one  foot  in  Ihe  grave,  and  asks  the 
American  people  to  do  him  the  justice  to  wipe 
out  ihe  disgrace.  Where  is  the  voice  that  will 
refuse  it?  It  is  ihe  gentleman  from  New  York 
who  refuses  it.  This,  sir,  is  not  kn  exhibition  of 
hispairiotism  orof  hiaalTection  for  the  man  whom 
he  professes  to  venerate.  .        * 

[The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  Mr.PETTOK] 
regards  thi.s  as  an  effort  on  the  part  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic majority  here  to  invoke  the  influence  of 
Genernl  Jackson  in  the  coining  contest.  Is  llie 
influence  of  the  veiiorable  hero,  who  stands  upon 
the  verge  of  the  grave,  then,  of  such  importance 
that  the  gcnilrmun  dreads  to  lose  it.' 

Mr.  PKYTON  said  he  would  inform  the  gen- 
Uoman,  that  as  regarded  any  fear  which  he  en- 
tertained personally,  he  had  as  little  of  it  as  the 
eentiemun  himself;  but  if  he  meant  political  fear, 
he  would  say  lo  him  that  no  laiiger  ago  than  in 
the  late  canvass  he  wl-nt  lo  the  very  door  of  the 
Hermitage,  and  there  encountered  his  opposition. 
He  feAred  liim  not. 

Mr.  WELLER.  Well,  sir,  much  as  I  respect 
the  moral  courage  of  the  gentleman,  I  cannot  say 
I  have  a  high  regard  for  this  exhibition  of  his 
patriotism.  The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  also 
told  us  that,  like  hyeims,  we  had  descended  to  the 
erave  of  Judge  Hall,  and  exhumed  his  bones. 
Who  introduced  the  name  of  Judge  Hall?  Sir, 
it  was  the  gentleman  from  Georgia.  He  told 
you  that  Judge  Hall  was  entitled  in  as  much  re- 
verence for  his  exhibition  of  moral  courage,  as 
General  Jackson  was  for  the  victory  which  he 
achieved. 

Mr.STEPHENSsaid  the  gentleman  had  some- 
what misstated  the  language  used  by  him.  He 
had  instituted  no  comparison  between  the  respect- 
ive merits  of  General  Jackson  and  Judge  Hall. 
What  he  had  said,  was,  ihul  the  judge  displayed 
much  moral  firmness. 

Mr.  WELLER.  My  only  object  in  allutling 
to  this,  is  to  show  that  the  name  of  Judge  Hull  was 
not  introduced  here  by  the  advocates  of  this  bill, 
but  by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  himself; 
though  ithas  been  imputed  to  us  that,  hyena-like, 
we  had  descended  to  the  grave  for  Ihe  purpose  of 
tearing  up  the  carcass  of  Judge  Hall.  Sir,  his 
own  political  friends  have  called  him  up  here,  as 
a  man  entitled  to'the  thanks  of  the  nation  for  his 
moral  courage  and  firmness;  and  being  presented 
here,  we  are  compelled  to  examine  into  his  con- 
duct and  motives.  As  lo  the  imposition  of  the 
fine,  and  the  peculiar  circumstances  attending  that 
transaction,  I  do  not  now  propose  to  speak,  it  is 
efiough  for  m«  to  say,  that,  at  that  time  General 
Jackson  was  known  to  be  in  indigent  circum- 
alanccs;  that  he  lived  in  Tennessee  in  the  most 
humble  manner;  and  the  imposition  of  the  fine  of 
no  large  an  amount  showscoiiclusively  that  Judge 
Hall  was  actuated  by  other  considerations  than 
those  Maintaining  the  supremacy  of  the  laws. 
The  whole  history  of  the  transaction  shows  that 
the  judge  was  actuated,  not  by  patriotism,  but  by 
the  worst  passions  that  ever  actuftted  the  human 
heart 

Sir,  I  have  heard  gentlemen  upon  this  floor  be- 
stow high  eulogiums  upon  the  judge;  but  let  the 
history  of  his  conduct  decide  the  question  whether 
he  was  the  pure  patriot  he  is  represented  or  not. 

Now,  what  are  the  evidences  of  that  tyranny 
•nd  usurpation  which  are  attributed  to  General 
Jackson  ?  for  1  have  heard  all  these  beautiful  epi- 
thets bestowed  upon  him.  When  he  was  ar- 
raigned, he  quietly  tendered  his  answer  as  an 


ordinary  citizen  would  do.  There  was  nothing 
disrespectful  in  his  conduct.  He  asked  that  his 
answer  might  be  received;  but  this  vindicator  of 
the  law,  ibis  British  expounder  of  the  American 
Constitution,  refused  to  permit  it.  The  fine  was 
imposed.  Where  was  the  exhibition  of  tyranny? 
Did  he  make  any  resistance?  No,  sir;  on  the  con- 
trary, he.  restrained  the  fury  of  the  populace,  who 
were  infuriated  at  the  treatment  he  bad  received. 
Sir,  it  is  not  necessary  I  should  bestow  anyeulo- 
gium  on  General  Jackson.  His  acta  have  heen 
judged  by  the  American  people,  and  they  have 
decided  that  the  fine  shall  be  restored.  It  may  not 
be  done  by  this  Congress;  for  tl;e  gentleman  has 
warned  us  that  there  isa  party  in  the  other  branch 
of  Congress  who  will  arrest  the  progress  of  the 
'bill.  But  if  it  do  not  pass  now,  you  may  rely  on 
it  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  this  act  of  jus- 
tice will  be  done.  You  may  disregard  public 
opinion  now;  you  may  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  the  voice 
of  the  people,  which  is  thundering  in  your  ears; 
but  this  stain  shall  be  wiped  out;  you  cannot  pre- 
vent its  final  passage.  General  Jackson  is  too 
strongly  incorporaled  in  the  afTeclions  of  the 
American  people  to  be  affected  by  anything  which 
can  be  said  here.  The  record  of  his  deeds  of  no- 
ble daring  on  the  field  of  battle  will  be  inscribed 
upon  his  tomb.  You  may  rely  upon  it  that,  when 
the  history  of  this  country  comes  to  be  written 
out,  that  history  will  do  him  the  justice  which 
you  deny  him.  He  stands  renowned  amid  his 
countrymen, 

"The  noblnfRnman  of  ihem  til." 

Nature  may  stand  up  and  say,  "  this  is  a  man." 
Such  a  man  cannot  be  injured  by  any  declamation 
here. 

Sir,  I  have  already  consumed  morotiroe  than  I 
intended,  though  I  have,  in  a  very  desultory  man- 
ner, presented  this  question  to  the  House,  We 
are  now  upon  the  eve  of  the  anniversary  of  the 
important  victory  at  New  Orleans.  For  myself, 
I  should  desire  that  this  bill  should  pass  this 
branch  of  Congress  before  that  anniversary 

The  hour  having  expired, 

Mr.  DICKINSON  next  obtained  the  floor  and 
said:  The  bill  tfiat  is  under  consideration  pro- 
poses ro  restore  a  fine  imposed  by  a  Louisiana 
judge  upon  aTenneaacegeneral;and  beingaTen- 
ncssee  man,  I  desire  to  make  a  very  few  remarks 
in  regard  to  it.'  The  gentleman  from  Louisiana 
remarked  that  this  ought  not  to  be  a  party  ques- 
tion; that  men  of  candor  and  uprightness  ought 
not,  when  the  restitution  of  a  fine  to  a  hero  is  to 
be  made,  to  suffer  their  parly  feelings  to  control 
their  votes.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  reciprocate  that 
sentiment;  and  to  know  whether  we  shall  do  our- 
selves, and  the  Constitution,  and  the  country 
justice,  let  us  take  a  very  brief  view  of  the  ground 
upon  which  the  judge  acted.  General  Jackson  at 
New  Orleans  was  surrounded  by  great  difiicul- 
ties.  He  thought  then,  at  that  moment  of  danger 
with  which  the  whole  South  was  threatened,  he 
was  justified  in  making  New  Orleans  a  military 
cnmp.  He  made  New  Orleans  his  camp,  and 
declared  martial  law.  Judge  Hall  believed  that 
General  Jackson  had  no  power,  under  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  Slates,  to  suspend  the  laws 
by  a  declaration  of  martial  law.  Wlien  the  writ 
of  habtas  corpus  was  issued  under  the  authority  of 
Ihe  court,  martial  law  being  enforced.  General 
Jackson  refused  to  regard  it.  General  Jackson, 
believing  that  the  danger  which  threatened  the 
country  was  not  yet  at  an  end,  continued  to  en- 
force martial  law,  and  disregarded  the  process  of 
the  court.  The  judge  was  ordered  to  leave  the 
camp.  It  is  said  the  judge  was  a  coward.  The 
gentleman  from  Louisiana  who  first  addressed 
the  House,  spoke  as  if  a  judge  was  expected  al- 
ways lo  have  his  gun  and  his  knapsack ;  and  if 
he  had  not,  he  must  be  a  coward.  This  seems 
to  me  certainly  a  new.  principle.  But  how  is  it 
further  proved  that  the  judge  is  a  coward  ?  Gen- 
eral Jackson  is  ordered  to  appear  before  him.  A 
Tennessee  general,  at  the  head  of  the  Tennessee 
army,  surrounded  by  his  life-guards,  idolized  by 
the  citizens  of  New  Orleans,  approached  the  judg- 
ment-seat; and  what  reception  did  he  meet  there? 
Was  the  judge  a  coward  when  he  imposed  a  fine 
of  a  thousand  dollars?  Was  he  a  coward  for 
upholding  what  he  considered  the  authority  of 
the  court  ?  What  was  the  conduct  of  Cicero  un- 
der siihilar  circumstances  ?    Did  he  not  say — 


"  later  srmis  sUoni  leges? 


Was  such  the  conduct  of  Judge  Hall?  No, 
sir;  he  uttered  no  such  language;  lie'imposed  the 
fine.  If  this  be  cowardice,  I  hope  that,  as  long 
as  we  have  a  Government,  we  may  have  such 
cowards  to  sit  upon  the  judicial  bench.  We  have 
heard  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana  declare  that 
Judge  HaU  was  an  Englishman.  But  take  it  for 
granted  that  he  Was  an  Englishman:  is  there  a 
gentleman  upon  this  floor  who  believes  that  a 
roan  who  has  sworn  allegiance  to  this  country, 
because  he  happens  to  be  an  Englishman  is  neces- 
sarily a  traitor  in  his  heart — that  he  is  always 
compelled  to  be  a  traitor?  Is  an  Englishman 
more  likely  to  be  a  traitor  than  a  Frencliman  or 
a  Scotchman  ?  and  has  it  been  reserved  for  the 
gentleman  from  Louisiana  to  discover  that  an 
Englishman  loves  England  roore  than  a  French- 
man loves  France,  or  that  a  Scotchman  loves  the 
hills  where  Wallace  fought?  Is  there  any  man 
who  loves  his  country  belter  than  a  Frenchman? 
Is  there  a  man  who  loves  the  warriors  of  his 
country  better?  Does  not  every  Frenchman  de- 
light to  dwell  upon  the  exploits  of  Bonaparte, 
more  than  an  Englishman  upon  those  of  Wel- 
lington ?  Does  the  fact  of  Judge  Hall  being  an 
Englishman  render  him  less  fit  to  discbarge  the 
duties  of  his  office  than  if  he  had  been  a  French- 
man ? 

Dr.  Linn,  the  lamented  Senator  from  Missouri, 
put  the  question,  in  my  opinion,  on  its  true 
ground.  He  was  certainly  a  sincere  friend  of 
General  Jackson.  He  did  not  think  it  was  neces- 
sarv  to  make  Judge  Hall  culpable — to  heap  abuse 
on  nim  in  order  to  justify  General  Jackson .  That 
is  a  <)uestion  for  posteriiy  to  examine.  I  hope 
we  shall  not  go  back  twenty-five  years  to  cast 
obloquy  on  the  fame  of  a  man  who  has  left  no 
relatives  to  defend  him,  whether  he  was  a  native 
of  England  or  America.  General  Jackson's  fame 
was  not  in  need  of  the  support  which  that  would 
give  it.  But  the  gentleman  who  last  addressed 
the  House  said  that  my  colleague  had  represented 
General  Jackson  as  a  beggar.  I  did  not  under- 
stand him  as  intending  such  an  expression.  All 
who  know  General  Jackson,  know  that  neither 
his  circumstances  in  life,  nor  bis  feelings,  will 
allow  him  to  be  presented  before  the  country  as 
a  beggar.  My  colleague  opposes  the  measure 
upon  the  same  ground  with  myself— on  account 
of  its  containing  a  censure  on  the  judge.  We 
are  willing  to  vote  for  a  restitution  of  the  fine, 
without  imputing  blame  to  any  one.  The  Gov- 
ernment has  received  the  money  twenty-five  year* 
ago;  and,  in  my  opinion,  it  ought  to  be  restored. 

Sir,  I  understand  the  movement  of  the  very 
sagaciousandadroilgentleman  who  last  addressed 
the  House.  He  is  one  of  the  most  adroit  politi- 
cians on  this  door.  Why  is  be  so  anxious  oil 
this  subject  ?  Why  is  he  so  anxio'is  to  eulogize 
General  Jackson,  unless  he  wishes  to  interpose 
the  name  of  that  illustrious  man  between  the  two 
parties  in  this  country  ?  He  knows  that  that 
name  is  a  tower  of  strength,  and  that  without  it 
they  never  would  have  been  able  to  raise  Mr. 
Van  Buren  to  the  presidential  chair.  I  can  tell 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  that  his  artifice  is  in  ' 
vain.  He  will  find  that  it  is  a  worn-out  trick.  I 
trust  that  the  gentlemen  on  both  sides  who  are 
anxious  that  the  fine  should  be  restored,  will  vote 
against  all  amendments,  and  in  favor  of  the  bill 
as  introduced  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia, 

If  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  wanted  todo  honor 
to  General  Jackson,  he  thanked  him  from  his 
heart  for  it;  because,  in  doing  so, he  honored  the 
soldier  of  his  own  native  land;  and  with  him; 
hundreds  of  his  constituents,  who  shared  with 
him  in  the  glory  of  all  his  battles.  There  was 
not  a  congressional  district  in  the  United  States 
which  numbered  among  its  citizens  more  of  Gen- 
eral Jackson's  soldien  than  his;  and  yet  they 
were  opposed  to  Mr.  Van  Buren  and  his  sub- 
Treasury  in  1840,  and  would  oppose  him  mors 
effectually  in  the  coming 'elections  of  1844.  He 
hoped  that  the  friends  of  the  bill  would  not  put  * 
in  It  an  amendment  censuring  Judge  Hall;  for  if 
(hey  did,  he  would  vote  against  it,  though  he  was 
anxious  to  vote  for  it  as  originally  reported.  He 
believed  that  if  the  bill  went  to  the  Senate  as  it 
was,  it  would  pass  and  become  the  law  of  the 
land;  but  if  they  amended  it  with  any  censure  of 
the  judge,  he  did  not  believe  that  it  could  pas* 
that  body. 

The  friends  of  General  Jackson  hod  it  in  their 
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power  to  show  him  to  posterity  in  an  altitude  as 
glorious  to  him  as  that  of  victor  at  New  Orleans. 
They  could  show  him  to  posterity,  teaching,  by 
hisexample.thelesson,  that  the  military  wassub- 
ordinate  to  the  civil  auihority.  They  mi^ht  rely 
on  it,  they  never  could  make  anything  by  thrust- 
ing General  Jackson  forward  in  the  next  presi- 
dential contest.  They  would  fiRd  that  the  people 
would  regard  such  an  attempt  aa  an  insult  to  their 
understandings.  Such  had  been  the  case  in  Ten- 
nessee. The  attempt  to  make  political  capital 
there  out  of  General  Jackson's  services,  for  the 
purpose  of  sustaining  Mr.  Van  Buren,  had  sig- 
nally failed.  He  would  tell  gentlemen  that  it  was 
a  worn-out  trick;  that  they  would  not  be  able, 
with  all  their  skill,  to  hide  the  fox  of  New  York 
in  the  mane  of  the  lion  of  Tennessee. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  observed  that  when  this  bill 
was  introduced  by  the  learned  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  C.  J.  Inoersoll.J  he  had 
hoped  that  it  would  be  permitted  to  pass  without 
debate,  and  without  amendment;  but  the  charac- 
ter of  the  amendment  submitted  by  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Stephens,]  and  the  debate 
that  had  taken  place  on  that  amendment,  and  on 
the  original  bill,  had  been  so  extraordinary  aa  to 
justify  and  require  the  friends  of  the  bill  to  go 
into  the  discussion  of  the  whole  subject.  For  one, 
he  was  not  prepared  to  shrink  from  any  question 
connected  with  the  subject;  nor  was  lie  prepared 
to  admit  the  correctness  of  the  imputations  cast 
on  ■the  supporters  o/  the  measure  by  gentlemen 
who  had  spoken  in  opposition  to  it.  It  had  been 
stigmatized  as  an  after-thought  or  party  trick,  as 
K  humbug,  aa  an  attempt  to  make  political  capital 
for  the  next  presidential  election 

Mr.  DICKINSON  here  explained,  that  if  the 
gentleman  alluded  to  him,  he  had  confined  his 
remarks  to  the  speeches  and  not  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  thought  a  fair  construction 
i-equired  him  to  say  that  the  gentleman  confined 
his  remarks  to  the  speeches  made  in  support  of 
the  bill;  but  there  were. other  «;entlemen  who  did 
not,  and  who  attacked  the  bill  itself.  He  then 
hurled  back  on  them  any  imputations  on  the  sin- 
cerity of  those  who  advocate  the  passage  of  this 
bill.  We  have  been  told  that  we  are  the  pretended 
friends  of  General  Jackson;  and  that  those  who 
take  the  opposite  ground  are  his  real  friends.  Yet, 
in  the  very  next  breath,  we  find  them  denouncing 
him  as  a  violator  of  the  law  and  the  Constitution, 
and  as  having  trampled  on  the  rights  of  the  judi- 
ciary. He  applied  these  remarks  to  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  JMr.  Petton,]  so  far  as  he  im- 
puted to  a  majority  of  the  House  the  introduction 
of  a  humbug — so  far  as  he  asserted  that  it  was  a 
political  deaijn  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  po- 
litical capital  for  the  next  presidential  election. 

Mr.  PEYTON  asked  leave  to  explain.  If  the 
gentleman  would  recollect  the  commencement  of 
his  remarks,  the  other  day,  he  would  find  that 
he  professed  his  wish  to  vote  for  the  bill,  and 
alluded  to  the  speeches  and  action  on  it  here  as  a 
humbug,  and  as  a  design  to  obtain  political  cap- 
ital, &c. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  said  he  alluded  to  the  speeches 
of  gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  when  he  charac- 
terized them  as  humbugs  and  as  a  political  de- 
sign; for  the  gentlemen  professed  to  be  friends  of 
General  Jackson,  while  they  were  casting  oblo- 
quy on  his  name.  Well  might  the  old  hero  say, 
God  deliver  me  from  my  friends,  if  their  friend- 
ship is  such  as  this. 

Mr.  D.  insisted  that  this  bill  was  brought  for- 
ward in  good  faith,  aa  an  act  of  justice— justice 
to  General  Jackson  as  well  as  to  the  American 
people.  To  refuse  to  pass  it  would  be  an  act  of 
the  grossest  injustice  to  the  American  people,  and 
would  stamp  them  with  ingratitude  to  their  bravest 
defender.  He  was  not  one  to  admit  that  General 
Jackson  violated  (he  Constitution,  or  the  law,  at 
New  Orleans.  He  denied  that  he  violated  either. 
He  insisted  that  the  general  rightfully  performed 
every  act  that  his  duty  required,  and  that  his  right 
to  ^eclare  martial  law,  and  enforce  it,  resulted 
from  the  same  source,  and  rested  on  the  same 
principle — and  that  the  genilemanfrom  New  York 
[Mr.  Barnard]  asserted— from  which  Judge  Hall 
derived  the  authority  to  punish  for  contempt, 
without  trial,  without  witnesses,  without  jury, 
and  without  anything  but  his  own  arbitrary  will. 
The  gentleman  asserted  that  the  power  to  punish 
for  contempt  was  not  conferred  by  the  statute  or 
by  the  common  law,  but  was  inherent  in  every 


jddicial  tribunal  and  legislative  body;  and  he  cited 
the  authority  of  the  Supreme  Court  to  support 
the  assertion.  He  said  that  this  power  was  ne- 
cea.sary  to  the  courts,  to  enable  them  to  perform 
the  duties  which  the  laws  intrusted  to  them,  aild 
arose  from  the  necessity  of  the  case.  Now,  it 
was  from  the  same  source  that  the  power  to  de- 
clare martial  law  was  derived — its  necessity  in 
lime  of  war  for  the  defense  of  the  country.  The 
defepse  of  the  lives  and  liberties  of  the  people,  as 
well  as  their  properly,  being  all  intrusted  to  the 
discretion  of  the  commanding  general,  it  became 
his  duty  to  declare  martial  Inw,  if  the  necessity 
of  the  case  required  it.  If  it  became  necessary 
to  blow  up  a  fort,  he  was  authorized  to  do  it;  if 
it  became  necessary  to  sink  a  vessel,  he  was  au- 
thorized to  do  it;  and  if  it  became  necessary  to 
burn  a  city,  he  was  authorized  to  do  it.  The  ne- 
cessity of  the  case  was  the  law  to  govern  him; 
and  he,  on  bis  responsibility,  must  judge  of  the 
existence  of  that  necessity.  It  was  the  first  law 
of  nature  which  authorized  a  man  to  defend  his 
own  person  and  his  wife  and  his  children  at  all 
hazards.  Itwas  that  law  which  authorized  this 
body  to  repel  aggression  and  insult,  and  protect 
itself  in  the  exercise  of  its  legislative  functions; 
and  it  was  that  law  which  authorized  courts  of 
justice  to  defend  themselves  and  punish  for  con- 
tempts. He  acknowledged  that  this  was  a  high- 
handed and  despotic  power — one  that  was  only 
to  be  exercised  when  necessary,  and  which  ceased 
when  the  necessity  no. longer  existed.  Such  was 
the- power  under  which  General  Jackson  declared 
martial  law  at  New  Orleans. 

On  this  part  of  the  subject  he  did  not  intend  to 
gointo  the  history  of  all  the  occurrences  of  that 
period;  the](  had  been  detailed  in  a  most  faithful 
and  interesting  manner  by  the  gentleman  from 
Louisiana,  [Mr.  Si.idell.]  It  was  sufficient  for 
him  to  know  that  General  Jackson,  who  was  the 
commanding  general,  deemed  it  necessary  to  de- 
clare martial  law  in  order  to  defend  the  city.  It 
was  sufficient  for  him  to  know  that  the  Governor 
and  Legislature  of  the  State  deemed  it  necessary. 
It  was  sufficient  for  him  to  know  that  the  courts 
and  the  whole  population  of  the  city  deemed  rt 
necessary;  and  it  was  sufficient  for  him  19  know 
that  this  immaculate  Judge  Hall  himself  deemed 
it  necessary.  Ay,  sir,  did  not  this  profound  judge 
— this  pure  patriot — did  he  not  understand  the 
Constitution  and  laws,  when  he  advised  the  gen- 
eral to  declare  martial  law?  Did  he  deem  that  his 
advice  to  the  general  was  to  trample  on  the  laws  ? 
I  Whs  he  perfidious  wheij.  he  gave  such  advice.' 
I  Was  he  laying  a  trap  for  General  Jackson  to  en- 
snare him  ?  Was  it  in  good  faith,  first  to  advise 
him  10  declare  martial  law,  and  then  punish  him 
for  it.'  One  of  two  things  was  true:  either  that 
he  thought  it  was  the  general's  duty  to  declare 
martial  law,  or  that  he  was  a  false,  perfidious  en- 
emy, seeking  to  betray  him.  The  most  charita- 
ble conclusion  was,  that  Judge  Hull  did  believe 
that  martini  law  was  necessary;  and  seeing  the 
near  approach  of  the  enemy;  seeing  the  traitors 
in  the  camp,  and  seeing  the  impending  danger, 
did  advise  the  general  to  declare  martial  law. 
Then,  what  right  had  he  to  arrest  the  execution 
of  it.'  If  the  general  had  the  right  to  declare  mar- 
tial law,  itwas  his  duty  to  execute  it,  and  Judge 
Hnll  had  no  right  to  arrest  the  execution  of  it. 
But  lei  us  take  another  view  of  the  subject.  Gen- 
tlemen in  this  discussion  had  assumed,  with  much 
boldness,  that  the  judgment  rendered  by  Judge 
Hall  was  a  legal  one,  and  in  conformity  with  the 
strictest  rules  of  justice.  Now,  let  us  examine, 
and  see  if  it  be  so.  In  the  limited  time  allowed 
him,  he  would  not,  on  this  part  of  the  subject, 
question  the  power  of  the  judge  to  punish  for 
contempt.  He  would  not  for  the  sake  of  argu- 
ment, question  the  power  of  the  judge  to  punish, 
at  his  own  arbitrary  will  and  discretion,  without 
trial,  without  witnesses,  &1:.  He  would  concede 
the  position  that  the  judge  had  the  right  to  pun- 
ish for  contempt;  and  then  he  would  contend  that 
he  had  no  right,  in  this  case,  to  render  that  judg- 
ment, and  that  the  judgment  was  illegal. 

Now,  he  took  this  ground:  that  the  declaration 
of  martial  law  of  itself  was  no  contempt  of  the 
court;  and  if  it  was  illegal,  it  was  a  crime  for 
which  the  general  was  responsible  to  a  court- 
martial,  or  to  the  civil  courts;  but  the  law  of 
contempts  could  not  reach  him.  Then  did  Gen- 
eral Jackson  do  any  act  that  amounted  to  a  con- 
tempt .'  Certainly  not    We  are  told  that  he  arrest- 


ed the  Frenchman  Loaalller  and  confined  him  in 
prison;  but  if  he  did  onything  wrong  in  that  act, 
(which  Mr  D.  would  not  admit,)  he  was  only 
liable  to  indictment,  or  an  action  fur  false  impris- 
onment; but  there  was  no  contempt  of  court  in 
that  act.  Then  as  to  the  arrest  and  imprisonment 
of  Judge  Hnll  himself.  There  was  no  contempt 
of  court  in  that  act;  for  when  the  arrest  was  made, 
Judge  Hall  was  not  sitting  in  court,  but  was  at 
his  lodgings  as  a  privaif  citizen.  No  one  can 
pretend  that  if  a  judge  of -one  of  our  courts  is 
assaulted  or  otherwise  maltreated  in  the  streets, 
he  can  go  and  open  his  court,  and  then  summon 
the  pariy  before  him,  and  try  him  for  contempt. 
In  such  a  case,  a  judge  must  seek  redress  like  any 
other  private  ciiizen.  General  Jackson,  there- 
fore, in  arresting  Judge  Hall,  subjected  hims'lf, 
if  the  act  was  illegal,  to  indictment  for  the  false 
imprisonment  of  a  citizen,  but  by  no  means  ren- 
dered himself  liable  fora  contempt  of  court.  But 
they  were  told  that  the  real  point  was  the  refustil 
of  the  general  to  obey  the  writ  of  habem  eorjnu 
for  Louallier.  Now,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind 
that  that  writ  was  issued  on  the  Sth,  and  was 
returnable  on  the  6tb,  at  eleven  o'clock,  but  it 
was  never  shown  to  or  seen  by  General  Jackson 
till  after  th»  hour  at  which  it  was  returnable. 
The  writ  was  therefore  a  nullity — it  was  dead, 
and  it  was  impossible  for  the  general  to  obey 
or  answer  it  when  h  was  shown,  for  it  was 
then  no  longer  of  ariy  force  whatever.  The 
general,  however,  on  being  tjrought  before  the 
court, submitted  his  answeron  oath,  and  in  which 
he  purged  himself  of  the  contempt  according  to 
law;  but  the  judge,  in  a  most  arbitrary  and  ty- 
rannical manner,  refused  to  receive  the  paper,  and 
entered  the  judgment  against  him.  If  the  refusal 
10  obey  the  writ  of  A<i4eo«  corpus  was  a  contempt, 
still  the  general  purged  himself  by  oath,  that  it 
had  never  come  to  his  knowledge  till  after  it  was 
returnable. 

General  Jackson  did  it  in  this  case,  and  the 
statement  was  not  contradicted;  and  still  the  fine 
was  illegally  imposed.  He  was  willing  to  stake 
this  case  on  the  mere  question  of  law,  and  he  de- 
fied any  lawyer,  with  the  aid  of  all  the  technical- 
ities that  could  be  resorted  to  in  the  case,  to  show 
that  General  Jackson  was  guilty  of  a  contempt 
within  such  a  meaning  as  would  properly  subject 
him  to  the  fine  that  was  imposed.  Some  gentle- 
men had  discussed  this  question  as  if  the  very 
declaration  of  martial  law  itself  was  a  contempt; 
but  he  defied  them  to  point  out  a  single  distinct 
fact  which  amounted  to  a  contempt.  Gut  let  that 
pass . 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Barnard] 
had  pronounced  this  billunprecedi^nted.  Hehsu 
said  (and  others  had  said  ;o  too)  that  it  was  an 
attempt  to  set  aside  a  decision  of  a  court  of  jus- 
tice, and  to  repudiate  its  sanctity  and  authority 
in  (\n  unprecedented  manner.  But  was  it  unpre- 
cedented .'  It  might  be  unprecedented  to  remits 
fine  for  declaring  martial  law;  for  the  imposition 
of  such  a  fine  was  unprecedented.  They  had  been 
told  that  martial  law  had  been  declared  by  Gen- 
eral Wilkinson,  and  yet  no  punishment  was  in- 
flicted for  that.  It  had  also  been  done  on  the  shores 
of  the  lakes  by  General  Gnines;  and  he  had  no 
doubt  that  it  had  been  done  by  others,  without 
any  fine  being  imposed;  and  hence  no  fine  had 
been  refunded.  Biit  were  bills  refunding  fines  and 
penalties  and  assessments  and  damages,  imposed 
on  miliiary  commanders,  unprecedented  ?  If  they 
would  take  the  pains  to  look  through  the  speech 
of  the  laie  candid  and  sincere  Dr.  Linn,  of  whffhi 
no  one  could  speak  but  with  respect,  they  would 
find  many  cases,  commencing  in  the  last  century 
and  coming  down  to  the  present  time,  in  whicli 
bills  of  this  kind  had  beenpa.ssed.  That  had 
been  the  settled  and  the  uniform  policy  of  this 
Government:  and  the  question  now  was,#rhether 
the  hero  of  New  Orleans  should  be  excepted  from 
the  general  course  of  legislation.  Whoever  re- 
corded his  vote  against  this  bill,  stigmatized  the 
character  and  affixed  a  stain  on  the  lair  fame  of 
General  Jackson,  whichCongress  had  uniformly 
refused  to  permit  to  remain  on  the  character  of 
other  military  and  naval  officers.  And  why  this 
exception  ?  Why  this  unjust,  this  ignominious 
exception  ?  Was  there  anything  in  the  conduct 
of  General  Jackson  at  New  Orleans  that  required 
that  he  should  be  made  an  exception?  Was  there 
a  man  on  this  floor  that  had  the  hardihood  to  say 
there  was,  and  to  impeach  the  motives,  the  p(i- 
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rity,  ard  the  fidelity  of  General  Jackson,  in  any 
net  be  did  at  New  Orleans?  Was  there  a  man 
there  that  would  pretend  to  deny  the  necessity  for 
the  exercise  of  that  high  suntmary  authority  to 
which  General  Jackson  was  compelled  to  resort? 
Was  there  a  man  there  who  would  pretend  that 
General  Jackson  did  not  save  the  city  and  the 
country  and  the  laws  and  property  of  the  citizens, 
by  that  very  exercise  of  high  authority  ? 

These  things  would  not  be  questioned.  The 
necessity  and  ihe  glorious  effects  resulting  from 
the  course  which  that  necessity  prompted,  were 
acknowledged  by  the  whole  country,  and  he 
wiiuld  even  say  by  the  whole  civilized  world. 
Then,  as  far  as  this  bill  was  concerned,  he  cared 
not  whether  their  acts  were  legal  or  illesal.  He 
cnred  not  whether  General  Jackson  violated  the 
Constitution  or  not.  He  cared  not  whether  Gen- 
eral Jackson  suspended  all  civil  authority  or  not. 
If  his  acts  were  necessary  to  the  defense  of  the 
country,  (hat  necessity  was  above  all  law.  Gen- 
eral Jackson  hazarded  everything;  he  hazarded 
both  liTeand.reputationonthatstep,  which  might 
render  him  immortal  if  it  saved  the  country,  or, 
on  the  contrary,  make  him  ignominious,  and  a 
byword  and  a  reproach;  and  the  man  that  dared  to 
<!<>  that  deserved  the  protection  and  the  plaudits 
of  his  country.  He  did  not  envy  the  feelings  of 
that  ronn  who  would  get  up  and  talk  calmly  and 
coolly,  under  such  circumstances,  about  rules  of 
cnurt  and  technicalities  of  proceeding,  and  the 
<1anger  of  example,  when  the  city  might  be  in 
flames,  and  the  utmost  barbarity  might  be  com- 
mitted !  What  were  rules  ofcourt  but  mere  cob- 
webs, when  they  found  an  enemy  with  his  cannon 
nt  the  doors  of  their  courts,  and  when  they  saw 
the  flames  encircling  the  cupola?  Talk  then  about 
rules  of  court  and  the  formality  of  proceedings  ! 
The  man  that  would  do  this  would  fiddle  while 
the  Capitol  was  burning.  [Sensation.]  He  en- 
vied not  any  man  the  possession  of  such  stoical 
philosophy.  Talk  about  illegality !  Talk  about 
formalities!  Why,  there  was  but  one  formality 
to  be  observed;  and  that  was  the  formality  of  di- 
recting the  cannon,  and  destroying  the  enemy, 
regardless  of  the  means,  whether  it  be  by  the 
seizure  of  cotton  bags,  or  the  seizure  of  persons, 
if  the  necessity  of  the  case  required  it.  The  God 
of  nature  has  conferred  this  riglit  on  men  and  na- 
tions; and  therefore  let  him  not  be  told  that  it  was 
unconstitutional.  To  defend  the  country,  let  him 
not  be  told  that  it  was  unconstitutional  to  use  the 
necessary  means.  The  Constitution  was  adopt- 
ed for  the  protection  of  the  country;  and  under 
that  Constitution  the  nation  had  the  right  to  ex- 
ercise all  the  powers  that  were  necessary  for  the 
protection  of  the  country.  If  martial  law  was  ne- 
cessary to  the  salvation,  of  the  country,  martial  law 
was  legal  for  that  purpose.  If  it  was  necessary 
for  a  judge,  for  the  preservation  of  order,  to  pun- 
ish for  contempt,  he  thought  it  was  necessary  for 
a  ^nernl  to  exercise  a  control  over  his  cannon, 
to  imprison  traitors,  and  to  arrest  spies,  and  to  in- 
tercept communications  witli  |lt,e  enemy.  If  this 
was  necessary,  all  this  was  legal. 

But  the  ground  on  which  lie  placed  the  defense 
— end  he  denied  that  General  Jackson  did  any 
act  which  was  not  justified  b^  rightful  and  legal 
authority — was  as  nighan^  sacred  as  thatof  self- 
defense.  ,  General  Jackson  did  not  exercise  any 
unnecessary  arbitrary  authority.  He  did  not  sus- 
pend the  civil  law,  nor  close  the  civil  tribunals, 
any  further  than  was  necessary  for  the  carrying 
out  of  the  military  defense  of  the  country.  To  this 
extent  he  did  do  it,  and  to  this  extent  it  was  right 
t-hat  he  should  do  it.  In  other  respects,  the  civil 
law  and  the  courts  were  in  full  force.  True, 
General  Jackson  would  not  allow  them  to  com- 
municate with  the  enemy;  but  they  could  not  sur- 
render aught  to  the  enemy;  he  deprived  them  of 
the  power  to  commit  treason ;  but  he  deprived  them 
of  no  power  that  an  honest  man  would  desire  to 
exercise.  He  imposed  no  restraint  that  any  man 
devoted  to  the  country  would  regret;  and  the  men 
who  instigated  the  proceedings  against  Gcnei'ul 
Jnckson  were  the  men  wiio  skulked  in  the  hour 
of  danger. 

But  be  wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee to  the  conduct  of  Genera!  Jackson  after 
hostilities  had  ceased.  He  wished  the  committee 
to  direct  their  attention  to  that  closing  scene, 
which  showed  the  true  character  and  purposes  of 
the  man.  Whibit  the  British  forces  w^re  on  our 
borders — whilstdangerconlinued  to  exist — whilst 


treason  remained  in  his  camp — whilst  there  was 
no  necessity  to  use  exertion — he  stood  firm  and 
undaunted,  erect  and  ready  to  take  any  responsi- 
bility, and  to  defy  any  restraint;  to  face  any  au- 
thority or  enemy,  either  civil,  or  foreign,  or  mil- 
itary. But  the  moment  the  official  news  arrived 
that  peace  wos  declared — the  moment  the  enemy 
retreated — the  moment-that  danger  ceased,  and 
the  necessity  for  the  rigid^xercise  of  his  military 
authority  ceased — he  submitted  to  the  civil  tri- 
bunals; he  went  into  the  court,  and  there  stood 
erect  and  calm,  preserved  that  order  which  the 
judge  himself  could  not  preserve,  and  there  sub- 
mitted to  punishment.  Did  not  this  fact  of  itself 
show  that  he  never  intended  to  violate  the  Con- 
stitution or  the  law?  Did  it  not  deiTionstrate  the 
sacred  reverence  and  regard  that  he  fell  for  the 
supremacy  of  law?  If  he  were  the  despot  he  had 
been  represented  to  be — if  he  were  the  arbitrary 
desperado  he  was  represented — would  he,  whilst 
surrounded  by  a  victorious  army;  whilst  sur- 
rounded by  the  whole  grateful  population  of  the 
city;  yes,  whilst  cheered  on  by  the  smiles  and  ap- 
probation of  the  ladies  themselves,  have  submit- 
ted quietly  to  theexerciseof  that  authority  of  the 
court?  No;  Ihe  desperado  would  not  have  done 
this;  the  lawless  man,  the  arbitrary  man,  would 
never  have  done  this;  nothing  but  the  wise,  the 
discreel,  the  patriotic  .statesman  and  general  could 
so  suddenly  have  changed  from  Ihe  military  hero 
to  the  humble  citizen,  and  have  submitted  to  the 
penalties  of  the  low. 

Then,  in  view  of  these  facts,  he  asked  the  Hoiase 
what  pretext  there  was  for  voting  against  this 
bill?  Oh  I  it  was  siiid,  it  had  the  effect  of  accusa- 
tion against  Judge  Hall.  Now,  if  there  was  any 
objection  to  that  bill,  it  was  that  it  did  not  contain 
a  clause  condemning  and  branding  the  judge  lyi 
he  deserved.  Nothing — nothing  but  General  Jack- 
son, and  his  reverence  for  justice,  protected  that 
judge  from  the  decree  of  Judge  Lynch.  If  Judge 
flail  had  lived  in  any  other  country  than  this,  and 
under  any  other  Constitution  than  ours,  his  life 
would  have  paid  the  forfeit  for  his  deeds.  But  he 
did  not  wish  to  comment  on  the  conduct  of  that 
judge.  He  had  a  proper  regard  for  the  memory 
of  that  judge  and  for  the  feelings  of  his  friends, 
(if  he  had  any,)  and  he  could  not  but  believe  that 
there  was  great  impropriety  on  the  pan  of  a  friend 
of  that  judge  in  inserting  his  name  in  this  bill,  and 
thereby  reviving  his  memory.  The  name  of  Judge 
Hall  had  been  thrust  before  them,  and  they  were 
driven  to  look  at  his  conduct  and  character  in  all 
their  horrid  deformity;  and  yet  were  they  to  be 
told,  as  they  had  been,  that  they  had,  hyena-like, 
dragged  them  from  the  grave.  He  regretted  that 
they  had  been  dragged  from  the  grave,  and  that 
the  memory  of  Jutige  Hall  was  destined  to  such 
an  immortality  as  was  secured  to  it  now. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  rose  to  make  a  few  re- 
marks in  relation  to  the  question  before  the  House, 
amidst  much  confusion,  and  an  earnest  desire  that 
the  committee  should  rise,  as  the  hour  was  getting 
late;  he,  however,  said  he  should  not  detain  the 
committee  long,  and  was  therefore  desirous  of 
proceeding  then.  He  commenced  by  remarking, 
so  far  as  lie  could  be  heard  amidst  the  confusion 
that  prevailed,  that  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
which  be  had  the  honor  in  part  to  represent,  at 
its  last  session  passed  certain  resolutions  in  favor 
of  the  passage  of  such  a  bill  as  this.  Those  res- 
olutions were  transmitted  by  the  Governor  of 
I  Illinois  to  General  Jackson  himself,  and  in  due 
time  an  answer  wns  received  from  General  Jack- 
son, in  which  he  declared  his  respect  for  the  Le- 
gislature of  Illinois,  and  the  kind  consideration 
which  had  prompted  the  course  which  had  been 
pursued.  Copies^f  these  resolutions  were  also 
transmitted  to  the  Senators  for  that  State,  and  its 
representatives  in  Congress,  and  they  were  laid 
before  the  two  Houses;  and  as  he  was  s  member 
of  the  Legislature  of  Illinois  at  the  time  these  res- 
olutions were  adopted,  he  felt  himself  compelled 
to  say,^  few  words  upon  that  subject  which  then 
occupied  the  attention  of  the  committee. 

He,  however,  did  not  know  that  he  could  ad- 
vance the  object  which  he  had  in  view  better  than 
by  making  some  comments  on  the  arguments  of 
gentlemen  who  had  preceded  him,  rattier  than  by 
attempting  to  detail  the  circumstonces  of  the  case, 
and  arguing  thereon  himself,  for  all  the  facts  had 
been  fully  debated  already.  The  gentleman  from 
New  York,  [Mr.  Bahnard,]  whose  views  on  this 
subject  struck  him  with  more   force  than  did 


those  of  any  other  gentleman  on  that  side  of  the 
(juestion,  had  asked,  and  significantly  asked,  why 
it  was  that  this  act  of  justice  towards  General 
Jackson  had  been  neglected  to  this  late  day — 
why  it  had  been  permitted  to  slumber  only  to  be 
waxed  up  on  the  eve  of  a  presidential  election  ? 
When  it  was  propounded,  he  was  struck  with 
the  novelty,  if  not  with  the  force  of  the  question, 
"  why  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  had  not 
before  taken  the  matter  into  consideration,  and 
done  that  act,  which  was  as  necessary  for  the 
vindication  of  the  character  of  these  United  States 
as  of  General  Jackson  ?"  But  for  the  exemplifi- 
cation of  this  subject,  he  fqund  that  the  people 
have  been  alive  to  this  subject  from  the  time  the 
fine  was  inflicted  to  the  present  day;  and,  in  re-  ' 
spect  to  matters  of  this  description,  public  opin- 
ion had  always  gone  in  advance  of*  legislative 
action,  and,  in  faot,  in  advance  on  all  subjects 
affecting  the  justice  of  the  policy  of  the  (Sovern- 
ment  of  this  country. 

The  people  of  this  country  were  in  favor  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence;  they  were  glad  of 
their  deliverance  from  colonial  bondage.  The 
people  of  this  country  were  also  in  favor  of  the 
last  war;  the  people  of  this  cotintry  called  upon 
General  Jackson  to  prostrate  the  United  States 
Bank;  and  the  people  of  this  country  are  now 
ten  years  ahead  of  their  rulers  in  respect  to  the 
occupation  of  Oregon,  and  in  regard  to  all  those 
measures  which  affect  the  integrity,  the  honor,  or 
the  interests  of  this  country.  They  have  raised 
their  voices,  time  and  again;  and  whenever  they 
have  done  so,  they  have  made  themselves  heard. 
The  people  of  New  Orleans,  at  the  time  the  fine 
was  imposed,  condemned  it  as  illegal;  they  were 
witnesses  of  the  facts  of  the  case,  and  they  con- 
demned the  act.  The  whole  country  hasapproved 
of  the  conduct  of  General  Jackson  in  the  defense  of 
the  city  of  New  Orleans,  and  in  the  achievement 
of  the  glorious  victory  he  there  obtained  over  the 
enemies  of  this  country.  And  the  Legislature  of 
the  very  State  which  the  gentleman  so  ably  rep- 
resents, passed  resolves  containing  a  high  eulo- 
gium  upon  General  Jackson.  Mr.  Van  Buren 
was  the  very  man  who,  as  Senator,  introduced 
these  resolves;  and,  sir,  what  is  the  expression 
of  public  opinion  upon  this  subject  rtow  ?  The 
Legislatures  of  most  of  the  States,  if  I  mistake 
not,  have  called  upon  Congress  to  refund  the  fine. 
The  people  are  awake  to^he  subject;  and  it  is  the 
duty  of  this  Congress  to  fulfill  their  expressed 
wisnes.  In  relation  to  the  removal  of  the  depos- 
its, the  people  having  taken  the^subject  in  hand, 
continued  to  agitate  it,  until  at  length  a  majority 
was  thrown  into  Congress,  by  which  that  meas- 
ure was  carried. 

But  the  gentleman  from  New  York  says  that 
this  question  is  brought  up  at  this  time  for  the 
purpose  of  operating  upon  the  presidential  elec- 
tion. Does  he  charge  such  a  design  upon  the  peo- 
ple of  seventeen  States  of  this  Confederacy?  Does- 
he  accuse  the  Whigs  of  Louisiana  of  such  a  de- 
sign, because  they  called  for  the  restitution  of  the 
fine  to  General  Jackson  ?  Is  he  prepared  to  read 
the  Whigs  of  Louisiana  out  of  the  ranks  because 
they  are  for  restoring  the  fine  ?  It  would  be  very 
impolitic  for  hire,  at  this  lime,  to  read  many  of 
them  out.  It  should  be  the  policy  of  the  gentle- 
man to  recruit;  to  increase  the  numbers  of  his 
party,  rather  than  to  diminish  them.  It  seems  to 
me  that  the  Whigs  of  Louisiana  will  not  feel  very 
easy  under  this  imputation.  It  appears  to  ms 
that,  when  they  resolved  to  instruct  their  Sena- 
tors and  request  their  Representatives  in  Congress 
to  vote  for  this  law,  it  was  done  as  an  act  of  jus-^ 
tice,  irrespective  of  all  other  considerations.  I 
therefore  think  that  the  public  mind  has  always 
been  alive  to  the  importance  of  refunding  this  fine; 
that  the  people  have  always  demanded  it;  that 
they  now  demand  it:  and  it  is  in  vain  for  the  gen- 
tleman and  his  associates  to  resist  the  force  of  the 
public  will.  If  they  stand  out  against  it,  it  will 
overwhelm  them  with  its  unhallowed  efi°ects.  The 
public  voice  has  commanded  that  this  act  of  jus- 
tice should  be  done;  and  the  gentleman  might  as 
well  toss  straws  against  the  wind,  or  by  applying^ 
bis  shoulder  to  the  Rocky  mountains  attempt  to 
remove  them,  as  to  endeavor  to  resist  that  demand. 
i  But  the  gentleman  says  that  those  who  advo- 
'  cate  this  bill  will  be  recreant  to  the  country.  If 
I  it  was  really  his  intention  to  cast  an  imputation 
I  upon  those  who  support  the  measure,  I  hurl  back 
>.tbat  imputation  as  more  Justly  attaching  to  him 
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and  to  those  who  oppose  it.  Sir,  if  I  were  to  rote 
against  this  measure  of  justice  and  right,  I  should 
be  euilty  of  abetting  treason. 

General  Jackson  refused  to  recognize  the  au- 
thority of  Judge  Hall's  court,  because  the  safety 
of  the  country  required  that  his  authority  should 
be  suspended.  The  energies  of  General  Jackson 
were  directed  against  an  invading  foe,  who  were 
ready  to  ravage  the  country.  This  having  been 
the  object  of  the  general,  and  the  means  he  em- 
ployed l>eing  necessary  to  that  object,  I  say  that, 
in  my  opinion,  if  1  were  to  resist  this  law,  I 
should  be  guilty  of  abetting  treason.  Again,  even 
granting  that  this  measure  of  justice  to  General 
Jackson  has  been  neglected  too  long,  does  it  fol- 
low, therefore,  that  it  is  now  too  late  ?  The  prin- 
ciples of  this.  Government  acknowledge  no  such 
limitation  of  time.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  thip 
act  of  justice  has  been  neglected  so  long;  but  the 
fact  that  it  has  been  neglected  is,  in  itself,  a  strong 
reason  why  it  should  be  neglected  no  longer. 

But  ttie  gentlemanalsosays  that  the  measure  is 
so  obnoxious  that  it  cannot  pass  the  other  branch 
of  Congress.  That  may  be  owing  to  a  want  of 
skill  on  the  part  of  those  who  drew  it  up.  It  may 
be  that  the  gentleman  has  more  experience  than 
we  have,  and  it  would  be  well  if  he  would  render 
us  his  services  to  "  lick"  it  into  a  better  shape. 
There  are  those  who  are  so  constituted,  that  the 
■weets  of  justice  are  repugnant  to  their  taste; 
there  are  those  who  are  so  constituted,  that  to 
them  right  is  always  wrong,  and  wrong  is  right. 
But  I  Will  tell  the  gentleman,  that  we  will  have 
this  measure.  We  ask  not  his  support.  We  will 
pass  it  here  by  the  strength  and  force  of  Demo- 
cratic votes.  And  the  people  of  this  count.ry  will 
be  enabled  to  see  and  to  know  who  are  willing  to 
give  effect  to  their  will,  and  who  stand  in  the  way 
of  it. 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  the  other  dny, 
stated  this  was  a  political  handle.  I,  sir,  disclaim 
any  such  object — any  such  motive.  "  Evil  to  him 
who  evil  thinks."  Though  justice  has  been  de- 
layed, the  Democracy  of  this  country  is  awake, 
and  they  will  be  able  to  carry  this  great  measure 
which  is  so  necessary  in  vindication  of  the  purity 
of  the  Government.  It  ill  becomes  the  gentle- 
man to  speak  of  "humbugs."  By  what  influ- 
ence was  his  parly  put  into  power  in  1840?  By 
the  Tsriest  humbug  that  was  ever  thought  of. 
"  They  who  live  in  glass  houses  should  not  cast 
stones." 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  also  stales  that, 
even- if  we  should  avail  ourselves  of  the  influence 
of  this  measure  to  secure  the  election  of  a  Dcmu- 
eratlc  candidate,  we  would  fail  of  our  object,  in- 
asmuch as  Mr.  Van  Buren  has  become  aliogether 
unpopular;  that  the  people  have  cast  him  off,  and 
will  not  again  receive  him  into  favor.  It  is  ex- 
tremely doubtful  whether  the  people  have  cast  him 
off.  I  am  of  opinion  that  he  was  defeated  by  the 
grossest  fraud  and  corruption,  and  not  rejected  by 
the  sober  sense  of  the  American  people;  and 
events  which  have  transpired  since  the  election 
go  to  prove  the  correctness  of  this  conclusion. 

The  gentleman  says  we'are  not  only  tricksters, 
but  that  we  have  been  guilty  of  the  inhumanity 
of  entering  the  grave,  and  tearing  up  the  body  of 
Judge  Hall,  by  whom  the  fine  was  imposed. 
Enough  has  been  said  upon  that  subject.  All  are 
aware  that  not  one  wsrd  was  said  about  Judge 
Hall  until  his  name  was  introduced  by  his  friends. 
And  if  bis  name  has  been  used  in  a  manner  which 
reflects  no  credit  on  his  memory,  they  alone  are 
to  blame.  The  gentleman  thought  ^D  make  some 
capital  when  he  asserted  that  wo  had  entered  the 
grave  of  Judge  Hall,  seized  upon  his  bones,  and 
rattled  them  before  the  House.  He  thought  he 
would  thus  deter  us  from  doing  an  act  of  justice. 
And  the  gentleman  from  New  York, acting  upon 
the  same  principle,  asked  us,  the  otiier  day,  why 
martial  law  had  not  been  declared  here  and  at 
Baltimore  during  the  last  war  i  It  was  because 
there  was  no  occasion  for  it,  or  because  General 
Jackson  was  not  here.  If  martial  law  was  not 
enforced  here,  there  was  a  law  far  more  obnox- 
ious— the  law  of  British  bayonets,  in  the  hands 
of  British  soldiers.  If  martini  law  had  been  de- 
clared, perhaps  the  Capitol  would  not  have  been 
destroyed;  perhaps  the  monument  erected  to  the 
memory  of  fallen  heroes  would  not  have  been 
broken  in  pieces.  No,  sir,  there  was  no  martial 
law;  but  the  molto  of  the  Roman  general  was 
practically  enforced — '*  /tiler  anniinlent  Ugtt." 


I  ask  whether  it  is  better  that  martial  law  should 
prevail,  or  the  law  of  British  bayonets?  Sir,  the 
gentleman  makes  nothing  by  adverting  to  these 
facts.  There  was  martial  law  at  New  Orleans, 
and  the  city  was  successfully  defended,  and  the 
honor  of  the  country  nobly  vindicated. 

Again,  the  gentleman  says  that  General  Jack- 
son failed  to  obey  the  writ  of  habca}  eormis;  that 
he  defied  the  laws  of.the  country,  antl  treated 
with  disrespect  the  judge.  But  gentlemen  must 
remember  tliat  Judge  Hall  was  himself  the  abet- 
tor of  the  traitor  Louallier.  They  may,  if  they 
choose,  range  themselves  under  the  banner  of  a 
British  judge,  who  was  acting  upon  treasonable 
motives;  but  we  of  the  Democratic  party  range 
ourselves  uiider  the  banner  hung  out  by  General 
Jackson  in  defense  of  the  country's  liberties;  a 
British  judge  and  treason  on  one  side — General 
Jackson  and  the  glorious  defense  of  the  country 
on  the  other.  We  hesitate  not  to  take  our  stand 
upon  this  issue.  Gentlemen  may  take  the  other 
side  if  they  please. 

One  word  in  regard  to  the  violation  of  the  Con- 
stitution and  laws  alleged  to  have  been  commit- 
ted by  General  Jackson. 

It  has  been  insisted,  with  great  force,  that  the 
power  to  punish  for  contempt  is  necessary  for  the 
preservation  of  the  authority  of  courts.  On  the 
same  principle,  therefore,  I  contend  thot  the  gen- 
era! of  an  army  has  the  power  to  declare  martial 
law,  and  as  arms  are  superior  to  civil  authority 
when  brought  into  collision  with  it,  the  civil  law 
must  yield  to  martial  law.  The  very  act  of  pro- 
claiming martial  law  suspends,  for  a  time,  the 
civil  low,  so  far  as  they  come  in  conflict.  Judge 
Hall,  therefore,  had  no  more  power  or  authority 
than  a  private  individual,  ana  General  Jackson 
viaa  not  bound  to  obey  his  mnndate.  But  there 
are  some  facts  connected  with  this  transaction, 
which,  even  if  Judge  Hall's  authority  was  in  full 
force,  would  exculpate  General  Jackson  from  all 
blame  for  the  violation  of  that  authority.  It  ap- 
pears, from  the  records  of  the  case,  that  the  affi- 
davit of  Louollier  was  changed— so  changed  as 
to  become  a  forgery;  and,  being  a  forgery,  was 
not  an  instrument  upon  which  the  court  could  act. 
The  writ  of  hahea^ corpus  must  be  predicated  upon 
an  affidavit.  There  was  no  affidavit  in  this  case, 
such  as  the  law  requires;  therefore,  the  writ  of 
habem  corpus  was  a  nullity,  and  General  Jackson 
was  no  more  bound  by  it  ilian  he  would  have 
been  by  a  niece  of  blank  paper. 

He  would  make  one  more  remark  before  he 
closed.  The  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  in  his 
desire  to  show  the  strength  of  the  opposition  to 
Mr.  Van  Buren,  said  that,  inasmuch  as  he  was 
defeated  for  the  Presidency  in  IH-IO,  he  would  be 
again  defeated  in  1844.  Now,  if  that  was  a  good 
argument,  it  applied  with  more  force  to  Mr.  CIny 
thon  to  Mr.  Van  Buren;  for  the  former  had  been 
defeated  three  timcsalready.  But  he  had  no  fears 
of  Mr.  Van  Buren 's  defeat  in  the  coming  elec- 
tion. The  ihnusands  of  promises  made  by  ihe 
Whigs  in  the  last  contest  having  been  violated, 
the  people  would  not  be  so  willing  to  trust  them 
again. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  next  got  the  floor;  but  gave 
way  to 

M  r.  B  A  RNARD,  who  submitted,  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment,  to  strike  out  the  proviso, 
and  insert: 

Thai  ii  i«  hereby  derlaroil  thiii  thin  remisrinn  of  tlie  fine 
imiiosed  iilinll  not  be  deemed  or  taken  na  an  cxpreMion  of 
ttie  legiKlniive  opiiiioii,  allirining  in  nny  way  ilit:  ri^lit  <>(  a 
miliuuy  coiniuandcr  to  prot  laiin  nmrtitil  law  in  tlii:^  coun 
try,  or  to  inlerrupt  or  forcibly  ^iifpcnd,  by  military  p<iwer, 
Ilie  eierrise  of  lite  civd  authority. 

The  CHAIRMAN  said  that,  inasmuch  as  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  haifhiready  addressed 
Ihe  House  one  hour  on  this  subject,  nccould  not 
speak  again  till  others  had  spoken. 

Some  conversation  followed;  when  Mr. 
SCHENCK  yielded  to 

Mr.  JAMESON,  on  whose  motion  the  com- 
mittee rose  and  reported  progress.  ♦ 

On  motion  of  Mr.  THOMASSON,  the  use  of 
the  Hall  was  granted  to  the  Agricultural  Society 
on  Wednesday  next. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


The  follolving  noti^'fs  of  pelUioiifl  presented  to-day,  were 
handfd  to  llin  reiiiirtcrs  by  ttie  ineinbcm  presenting  iheiit: 

Uy  Mr.  MORUId,  of  Pennsylvania  :  TUc  pt^ljtinn  of  citi- 
zens of  i*hiladclpliia,  pmyitigau  appropnatiua  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  dry-dock  ai  that  port. 


By  Mr.  T  VLER :  The  petition  of  John  B.  Hawley  and 
four  hundred  and  ninety-nine  others,  ctuzens  of  Ctiamao- 
que  county,  New  York,  praying  for  the  reduction  of  lbs 
rale«  nf  postage,  and  thff  nboMtton  of  Die  frankinc  privilege. 

AIro,  the  pettUott.of  JonaUian  Austin, George  White, and 
oUiera;  and  tlie  petition  of  John  H.Reed  and  oUiers,  pray- 
ing for  Ihe  erection  of  a  liglit-house  at  the  mouth  of  Catta- 
raugus crpi'k,  Nf w  York ;  and  for  Ute  further  prosecaiioa 
of  tlic  nnfliiishPd  works  at  that  place. 

Mr.  Tl  B  B  A'lTd  witbdrew  from  the  flina  of  the  Clerk's 
office  the  pt!tit)on  nf  Uk  heirs  of  Nathaniel  Asbby,  of  Ken- 
tucky, anil  presented  it ;  and  the  same  was,  on  his  inoUon, 
referred  to  the  Cominiitee  on  Rcvolntirmary  Pensions, 

By  Mr.  BROWN,  nf  Pennsylvania;  The  petition  of  sun- 
dry citfzena  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  praying 
an  appropriaUou  for  Uie  consuuction  of  a  dry -dock  at  Uiai 
port. 

.  By  Mr.  HAMLIN;  The  petition  of  Andrew  Blake,  for 
a  nsliing  bounty,  and  the  evidence  accompanying  the  aasie; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Cominerce. 

At-to,  uken  from  the  files  of  last  year,  ilie  petition  of  Ihe 
inhabitants  of  Bangor,  Camden,  BelRist,  Ltiicolnville, 
Pros|iect,  Bucksport,  and  of  ship-mnsters  and  ship-owners, 
and  the  papers  accoinpiinying  the  same,  for  so  appropris- 
tiun  to  erect  buoys  on  Mussle  UiUge. 

By  Mr.  FICKLIN:  The  petition  of  G.  G.  Shellenberger 
and  eighty-  four  others,  praying  the  establislisiealora  hemp 
agency  in  the  State  ot^lllinois;  whicta  was  referred  to  tin 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Also,  tile  proceedings  of  a  public  meeting  holden  at  Vis* 
cennes,  relative  to  the  improveiiicnl  of  the  Great  Wabasb 
river,  from  the  western  terminus  of  the  Wabash  and  Erie 
canal,  at  Terre  Haute,  to  its  junction  in  the  Ohio  river; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

By  Mr.  DODGE;  A  memorial  of  the  trustees  oflbetows 
of  Racine,  Territory  of  Wiscnn.-'in,  asking  Congress  for  an 
appropriation  for  the  completion  of  a  harbor  at  the  mouth 
nf  RiM>t  river,  at  the  said  town  of  Itacine ;  which  was  re* 
forreil  lo  the  Oinmittee  on  Commerce. 

ByMr.  OWI^N:  The  memorial  of  John  Mclntiie  and 
three  tiiiiidred  and  tllree  others,  citizens  of  Indiana,  pray- 
ing for  the  appropriation  of  the  unsold  lands  in  the  Vin- 
cennes  land  dintrict,  towards  the  completion  of  the  Cross- 
cut and  Central  canal,  from  Terre  Haute  to  Evansvillei 
al^o,  Uie  memorial  of  B.  Royston  and  one  hundred  and 
seventy-two  others,  to  the  same  efTect;  which  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Also,  Uie  memorial  of  John  H.  Kleppart  and  eighty-fire 
others,  citizens  of  Oliio,  praying  the  abolition  of  the  frank- 
ing privilege  and  Ihe  reduction  of  the  rates  of  postage; 
which  was  referred  to  tlie  Cummiitee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Po«l  Roads. 

By  Mr.  D  A  VI:4,  nf  Indiana :  The  peliti  m  of  John  Shank- 
lin  and  one  hundred  nnd  fifty  otiicr-i.  citizens  of  Indiana, 
askin;;  a  donation  of  lands  in  the  Vincennes  district,  to 
assist  in  completing  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal ;  wbieh 
was  referred  to  the  Oommilteo  on  Public  Lands. 

By  Mr.  WENTWORTH  :  The  petition  of  sundry  citi- 
zens of  McLean  county,  Illinois,  for  the  esiabli.->hinent  of 
an  agency  in  the  Slate  of  Illinois,  under  the  direction  of  111* 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  for  the  in-^pection,  test,  and  por- 
eh'ase  of  watcr-rottcii  hemp;  which  was  referred  lo  the 
Committee  on  Naval  AflTairs. 

Also,  Ilie  petition  nf  sundry  ciUzens  of  La  Salle  county, 
Illiaoia,  for  leave  to  relocate  their  school  secuou. 


IN  SENATE. 
Monday,  Tiinuary  8,  1844. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  report  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings,  allowing  the  amount  of  expenditure, 
and  the  manner  of  the  expenditure  of  money  ap- 
propriated for  the  public  buildings;  which,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  DAYTON,  was  referred  to  tjie 
Cummiteeon  Public- Buildings  and  Grounds,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment, transmitting  a  report  from  the  Topograph- 
ical Bureau,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of 
the  Senate  of  the  27th  ultimo,  of  the  probable 
cost  of  connecting  Lake  Huron  with  Lake  Supe- 
rior by  means  of  a  cafial  around  the  falls  of  St. 
Mary's;  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  PORTER, 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals. 

Also,  o  message  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  covering  a  report  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of 
Congress  of  the  3d  March,  1843,  giving  an  ab- 
stract'of  all  the  offers  made,  (embracing  as  well 
those  rejected  as  those  accepted,)  to  furnish  sup- 
plies for  the  Navy;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Also,  a' report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, made  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  ex- 
hibiting the  number  of  suits  instituted  by  the 
United  States  against  citizens  of  Illinois  and  Wis- 
consin, since  the  4th  of  March,  1842,  for  alleged 
trespasses  upon  the  public  lands,  and  proceedings 
thereon. 

PETITIONS,  ETC. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  a  petition  from  Sam- 
uel Thompson,  of  tlie  city  of  New  York,  setting 
forth  that  in  January,  1834,  he  was  employed  by 
the  Sccrctpry  of  the  "Treasury  to  superintend  the 
erection  of  the  custom-house  in  that  city,  under 
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agreement  by  which  he  was  to  receive  a  certain 
percentage  on  the  expenditures  for  the  building. 
That  he  was  thus  continued  until  May,  1335, 
when  the  Secretary  refused  to  pay  under  the 
manner  Stipulated  fo",  and  offered  to  pay  hitn  a 
specific  sum.  He  refused  to  receive  it,  and  now 
asks  Cohgress  to  give  him  the  amount  to  which 
he  was  entitled  by  the  original  agreement;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  a  large  number  of  mer- 
chants and  manufacturers  of  New  York  city, 
setting  forth  that  they  are  engaged  in  the  hard- 
ware business,  and  praying  Congress  to  modify 
the  duties  imposed  by  the  present  tariff  on  cer- 
tain descriptions  of  iron;  believing  that  they  are 
too  high  for  revenue,  and  prejudicial  not  only  to 
the  interests  of  merchanls  and  farmers,  but  to  the 
manufacturers  also;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  the  Harlem  Railroad 
Company,  and  from  John  Fargee  and  others,  res- 
idents of  the  city  of  New  York,  praying  to  be 
relieved  from  the  payment  of  duties  on  rail  iron 
contracted  for  and  ordered  previous  to  the  passage 
of  the  present  tariff  law;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce of  the  city  of  New  York,  praying  the  estab- 
lishment by  Congress  ofthe  warehousing  system. 

Mr.  W.  said  he  thought  proper  to  remark  that, 
in  presenting  a  similar  memorial,  he  moved  its 
reference  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  believing 
then,  and  as  he  now  believed,  that  it  was  the 
proper  committee.  A  motion  was  made,  however, 
to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  which 
at  that  time  prevailed.  He  would  move,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  wish  ofthe  memorialists,  that 
the  memorial  be  printed ;  and  make  another  motion 
to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  Finanse. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  said  similar  memorials 
had  already  this  session  been  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  acquiesced,  and  it  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  JARNAGIN  presented  a  petition  from 
Peter  A.Carnes,  late  a  sutler  in  the  Army,  pray- 
ing compensation  for  losses  sustained  in  conse- 
quence of  irregular  orders  ofthe  War  Department; 
and  to  be  protected  in  his  office  of  forage  and 
iiragon-master,  recently  conferred  upon  him  by 
Qeneral  Jesup,  and  from  which  he  had  been  ir- 
regularly dismisaetl;  which  was  referred  to  the 
'  Contmittee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  a  memorial  from 
a  number  of  merchants  of  Philadelphia,  asking 
that  a  drawback  may  be  allowed  oo  exports  of 
apirits  distilled  from  foreign  sirups,  equal  to  the 
duty  on  the  imported  article;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Also,a  memorial  from  citizensof  Pennsylvania, 
asking  Congress  to  make  an  appropriation  for 
continuing  the  works  in  the  harbor  of  Erie;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN  presented  apelitlon  from 
certain  citizens  of  the  county  of  Philadelphia; 
and  also  one  from  certain  citizens  of  Baltimore, 
on  the  subject  of  the  naval  pension  fund;  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed.     * 

Mr.  BREESE  presented  the  petition  and  papers 
of  John  Atchison,  praying  to  be  relieved  from  the 
payment  ofthe  balanceof  a  certain  judgment  ob-^ 
tained  against  him;  which  was  referred  to  the  Ju- 
diciary Committee. 

Also,  a  petition  from  Nathaniel  Niles  and  oth- 
ers, of  the  State  of  Illinois,  praying  for  the  ex- 
tension of  the  great  western  mail  route  from  La- 
fayette direct  to  SpringBeld ;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  presented  a  memorial  from 
inhabitants  of  the  Isle  of  Shoals,  praying  for  an 
extension  of  fishing  bounties  to  a  new  class  of 
vessels;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

Mr.  JARNAGIN  presented  a  memorial  from 
Samuel  Martin,  of  Campbell  Station,  Tennessee, 
asking  that  a  proper  system  of  instruction  may 
be  established,  under  the  authority  ofthe  United 
States,  for  the  better  education  and  training  pf 
the  officers  of  the  Navy;  believing  that  it  is  of 
more  importance  that  those  officers,  who  are,'to 
some  extent,  the  representatives  of  the  character 
of  the  country  abroad,  should  be  thus  educated 


at  the  national  expense,  than  those  intended  for 
the  Army;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  BAYARD  presented  a  petition  from  David 
C.  Wilson,  former  marshal  of  the  United  States 
foV  Delaware,  asking  Congress  to  make  him  rea- 
sonable allowance  for  office  rent;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  presented  resolutions  adopted 
by  the  Legislature  ofOhio,  instructing  the  Sena- 
tors and  requesting  the  Representatives  from  that 
State  to  vote  for  a  repeal  of  the  law  removing  the 
summer  term  of  the  United  Stales  circuit  court 
from  Columbus  to  Cincinnati,  so  as  to  have  the 
said  court  held  at  Columbus.  Mr.  T.  gave  notice 
that  he  would,  on  to  morrow,  ask  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  to  repeal  this  law. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  presented  a  petition  from 
sundry  citizensof  Wisconsin,  praying  an  appro- 
priation for  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of 
the  Fox  and  Wisconsin  rivers;  which,  as  a  bill 
had  been  reported  for  that  object,  was  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON presentedapelition from 
Thomas  M.  Latham,  asking  compensation  for 
services,  losses,  and  expenses,  in  saving  property 
ofthe  United  States  on  board  sloop  Marion,  which 
stranded  in  Tampa  Bay;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE  presented  a  memorial, 
very  numerously  signed  by  citizens  of  Indiana, 
praying  for  an  extension  of  the  Wabosh  and  Erie 
canal,  from  Terre  Haute,  Indiana,  to  Evansville; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  CHOATE  presented  a  memorial  from  A. 
B.  Ctuinby,  containing  suggestions  to  lessen  in- 
juries by  the  explosion  of  steam-boilers;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  FOSTER  presented  a  petition  from  Wil- 
liam E^by,  surviving  partner  of  E^sby  and 
Hanly,  praying  remuneration  for  hydraulic  ce- 
ment furnisnea  by  him  for  rebuilding  the  bridge 
at  second  street  across  Pennsylvania  avenue; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  FULTON,  it  was  •  • 
Ordered^  Thnt  the  documents  relating  to  the  claim  of 
James  Erwin,  for  rtfinuiieration  for  losses  sustained  under 
a  contract  ft.r  removing  and  suti^istitig  emigrating  Indians, 
be  taken  from  the  files,  and  referred  to  tlie  Conimiltse  OD 
Indian  AITairs. 

On  motioti  of  Mr.  McDUPPIE,  leave  was 
granted  to  withdraw  from  the  files  the  documents 
relating  to  the  claim  of  Milledge  Galphin. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RIVES,  it  was 

Oriertd,  That  the  memorial  ofthe  heirs  of  Daniel  True- 
heart,  praying  to  be  indemnified  for  looses  of  property  de- 
stroyed by  the  enemy  during  the  rerolutionao'  war,  b«  taken 
from  ilie  files,  and  referred  to  tlie  Commiliee  on  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Josiah  Barton,  praying  fttr 
a  pension,  be  uken  from  Itie  files  anil  referred  to  ihe  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BREESE,  it  was 
Ordered,  Tliat  the  nieninrial  of  the  citizens  of  De  Kalb 
county,  Illinois,  praying  for  tliecsublishmentof  a  po^troad 
from  Chicago  to  (vrande  Tour,  in  thai  Slate,  be  talien  from 
the  files  of  ilie  Senate,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Oflice  and  Post  ttoads. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  petition  and  papers  of  William  C. 
Easton,  praying  certain  compensation  as  clerk,  be  taken 
from  the  flics  ofthe  Senate,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Afiairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  C,  leave  was  granted  to 
withdraw  from  the  files  the  papers  of  Anthony 
Gale. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  TAPPAN,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Nathan  Ward,  praying  for 
the  redemption  of  certain  loan  certificates,  be  taken  from 
the  files  of  the  Senate,  and  r^erred  tp  the  Committee  oo 
Revolutionary  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BAYARD,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  Ihe  memorial  of  Beynall  Coates  and  R. 
Jolinson,  praying  remnncratiun  for  looses  sustained  in  con- 
sequence of  the  disconlinuaiice  of  their  services  as  mem- 
bers of  the  scienliflc  corps  of  the  exploring  expedition,  be 
taken  from  the  files,  and  referred  to  liie  Commiuee  on  Na- 
val Aflairs. 

NOTICE  OF  A  BILL. 
Mr.  PHELPS  gave  notice  that  he  would,  to- 
morrow, ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  repeal 
ofthe  act  of  August,  1842,  to  provide  for  the  sat- 


isfaction of  claims  arising  under  the  fourteenth 
and  nineteenth  articles  of  the  treaty  of  Dancing 
Rabbit  creek. 

RESOLUTION  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.   FULTON,  on  leave  introduced  a  joint 

resolution  to  extend  the  franking  privilege  to  ex- 
Vice  Presidents  of  the  United  Slotes;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads.' 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  MILLER,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia,  resported  back,  with  an 
amendment,  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  insane 
hospital  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  M.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  report- 
ed back,  without  amendment,  the  bill  providing 
for  the  repairing  and  repaying  a  portion  of  Penn- 
sylvania avenue. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  reported  back,  withoutamendment, 
the  bill  to  grant  a  certain  tjuantity  of  land  to  aid 
in  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  Pox  and 
I  Wisconsin  rivers,  and  connect  the  same  by  a 
'  canal.  He  accompanied  the  same  by  a  report; 
which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WHITE,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition 
of  Benjamin  Crawford;  which  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  BATES,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
made  adverse  reports  in  the  cases  of  the  widow 
of  Josiah  Gordon,  John  Bosworth,  the  widow  of 
Jacob  Olingey,  Joseph  Veazie,  and  the  heirs  of 
David  Munn. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  was  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  memorial  of  the  owners 
and  masters  of  vessels  of  Albany,  relative  to  the 
better  keeping  and  administration  of  the  marine 
hospital  fund;  and  the  report  accompanying  the 
motion  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

EXCUSED  FROM  SERVICE. 

Mr.  FOSTER  asked  to  be  discharged  from 
any  further  service  on  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions. He  made  the  request  because  he  was  on 
two  other  committees,  which  required  a  great 
deal  of  his  time. 

The  question  was  put;  and  he  was  excused 
from  any  further  service  on  that  committee. 

Mr.  KING  said  he  was  not  in  thehabit  of  ask- 
ing to  be  excused  from  duty  on  committees;  but 
he  had  been  appointed  on  three  committees — the 
Committee  on  Commerce,  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals,  and  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia.  The  Committee  on  Com- 
merce was  a  laborious  committee;  and  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Columbia  took  a  great 
deal  of  time.  As  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals,  he  did  not  know  how  much  of  his  t*ime 
it  would  exact,  but  supposed,  as  many  memo- 
rials had  been  presentea  and  referred  toit,acon- 
sideralile  portion.  He  hoped,  therefore,  tb  be 
discharged  from  any  further  service  on  the  Com- 
mittee on  Roaids  and  Canals. 

The  question  was  put  to  the  Senate;  and  he 
was  excused. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BATES,  the  President  pro 
tempore  was  empowered  to  appoint  other  mem- 
bers to  fill  the  vacancies  in  those  committees. 

RESOLUTIONS. 
Mr.  SEMPLE  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution; which  lies  over  one  day,  under  the  rule: 
Re$olved.  That  Uie  President  of  the  United  Sutes  be  re- 
quested  to  give  notice  to  the  British  Oovernmeni  that  it  is 
the  desire  of  the  Government  of  the  United  Sutes  tu  annul 
and  abrogate  tlie  provisions  of  the  third  article  of  the  con- 
venlion  concluded  between  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  of  America  and  his  Britannic  Majesty  Ihe  King  of 
the  United  Kingdinn  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  on  the 
30th  of  October,  1818,  and  indefinitely  continued  by  Ihe 
convention  between  ihe  same  parties,  signed  atLondon, 
the  6lb  of  August,  1837. 

Mr.  ALLEN  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  lies  over  one  day,  under  the  rule: 
Reeohed,  That  the  President  ofthe  United  Sutes  be  re- 
I  quested  to  inform  the  Senate,  if  in  his  power  so  to  do, 
whether  any  ofthe  Indian  tribes,  or  any  of  the  Indians  rest- 
dent  within  Ihe  territorial  limits  of  the  United  States,  are 
I  iirihe  receipt,  periodically  or  occasiimaliy,  of  any  pension, 
'  pay,  or  present,  in  money  or  oilier  things,  from  Ihc  British 
Government ;  and  if  so,  lie  be  requested  to  stale  the  por- 
;  liculars;  also,  whether  the  Govemmentofthe  United  States 
i  have  bad  any  correspondence  with  the  British  Government 
i  in  relation  to  that  matter ;  and,  in  that  event,  that  lis  b* 
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requeued  to  la;  before  the  Senate  a  copy  of  eoeb  eone- 
tpondence. 

TITLE  TO  OREGON. 

Mr.  Allen's  resolution  (calling  upon  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  to  lay  before  the  Sen- 
ate, if  in  his  judgment  that  may  be  done  without 
prejudice  to  the  public  interests,  a  copy  of  any 
instructions  which  may  have  been  giTen  by  the 
Executive  to  the  American  Minister  in  England, 
on  the  subject  of  the  title  to,  and  occupation  of, 
Oregon,  since  the  4ih  day  of  March,  1841;  also, 
a  copy  of  any  correspondence  which  may  have 
taken  place  between  this  Government  and  that  of 
Great  Britain,  in  relation  to  that  subject,  since 
that  time)  came  up  as  the  postponed  business  of 
Thursday  last;  the  question  pending  being  on  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution. 

On  this  question  Mr.  ALLEN  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  A.  then  addressed  the  Senate  at  consider- 
able length  in  supportof  the  resolution,  prefacing 
his  remarks  by  an  explanation,  to  the  eflect  that, 
since  the  day  the  subject  was  up  before,  he  had 
discovered  that  he  was  mistaken  as  to  the  person 
io  the  British  Parliament  who  had  made  the  dec- 
laration that  the  Senate  bill  of  last  session,  had 
it  become  a  law,  would  have  been  cause  of  w«r: 
it  was  not  Sir  Robert  Peel,  but  Lord  Palmerston, 
who  had  made  that  declaration.  Mr.  A.,  how- 
ever. Inferred  to  the  authenticated  version  of  the 
debate  in  Parliament,  to  show  what  both  Lord 
Palmerston  and  Mr.  Peel  did  say  on  the  subject, 
with  a  view  of  justifying;  the  assumption  that  the 
threat  of  war  was  used  for  the  purpose  of  atsting 
on  this  Government,  and  forcing  it  into  negotia- 
tion. 

Mr.  ARCHER,  in  reply,  stated  that  the  reso- 
lution would  eAect  nothing,  as  he  was  authorized 
to  say  that  no  negotiation  had  been  entered  into 
in  England,  since  last  session,  on  the  subject  of 
Oregon.  The  Executive  of  this  Government  had 
certainly  made  such  apro|iosiiion,  but  it  was  not 
concurred  in  by  the  British  Government;  and 
therefore  the  instructions  sent  to  our  Minister 
were  not  acted  upon.  The  British  Government 
had  since  adopted  the  course  of  sending  a  minis- 
ter to  this  country,  with  powers  to  negotiate  and 
adjust  all  difficulties  with  our  Government  on  the 
suoject;  and  that  minister  had  either  arrived  at 
New  York,  and  was  on  his  way  to  the  capital, 
or  was  on  his  passage  from  England,  and  might 
be  expected  hero  within  a  very  few  days.  Under 
these  circumstances,  be  opposed  the  resolution 
as  bein^  calculated  to  embarrass  the  Executive 
in  the  discbarge  of  his  duties;  or,  if  answered  by 
a  disclosure  of  the  instructions  to  our  Minister, 
as  likely  to  prove  most  injurious  to  the  interests 
of  the  country. 

Messrs.  MOREHEAD,  BERRIEN,  RIVES, 
and  CRITTENDEN,  took  the  same  ground  in 
opposing  the  resolution.  It  was  advocated  by 
Messrs.  ALLEN  and  BENTON;  the  latter  prov- 
ing, from  the  Journals  of  the  Senate,  that  Gen- 
eral Washington  was  in  the  habit  of  consulting 
the  Senate  on  the  terms  of  any  treaty  about  to  be 
negotiated,  and  instanced  his  message  relative  to 
Jay's  treaty,  in  1796,  in  which  the  question  of 
bouiidary — this  very  question — was  under  nego- 
tiation. Mr.  B.  proved  from  this  that  General 
Washington  considered  it  within  the  province  of 
the  Senate  to  advise  with  the  Executive  upon  ihS 
terms  on  which  the  negotiation  of  a  treaty  was  to 
be  laid  down,  and  that  it  was  the  only  safe  way 
of  proceeding  in  a  question  of  territory. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  thought  the  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side  unnecessarily  sensitive  about  the 
effect  of  the  resolution.  He  did  not  see  that  it 
could  do  any  harm,  since  the  legislative  action 
of  the  Senate  would  be,  like  that  of  the  last  ses- 
sion, strictly  in  conformity  with  the  existing 
treaty. 

Messrs.BUCHANANandKINGvoted  against 
the  adoption  of  the  resolution  at  present;  as  they 
conceived,  whaterer  the  Senate  might  choose  to 
do  in  its  executive  capacity,  it  was  not  advisa- 
ble, under  the  circumstances  stated  by  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  for 
the  Senate,  in  its  legislative  capacity,  to  call  for 
the  only  informaUon  the  Executive  could  give — 
that  of  ita  instruction  to  our  own  Minister;  inas- 
much aa,  if  furnished  and  made  known  to  the 
world,  it  might  be  prejudicial  to  the  interests  of 
this  country. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  he  would  vole  moat 


cheerfully  for  the  resolution  if  brought  up  in  ex- 
ecutive session. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  adoption 
of  the  resolution,  and  decided  in  the  negative — 
yeta  14,  nays  31;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Memn.  Allen,  Atchiion,  Benton,  Breese,  Cbl- 
quitt,  Fairfield,  Fulton, Hann?gnn,Seinple, Sturgeon, Tap- 
pnn,  Wa!ki:r,  Woodbury,  mid  Wri|rht— 14. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Archer,  Bncby,'Barrnw,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Berrien,  Buchanan,  Choale.  (Clayton,  Crittenden,  Dayton, 
Evann,  Foster,  Haywood,  Hendenion,  Hofer,  iluntinfftoo, 
Jarnagin,  KingtMcDuine,  Mnngum,  Merrick,  Miller,  More- 
head,  Phelps,  Porter  of  Michigan,  Rives,  Tallmadge,  Up. 
ham,  While,  and  Woodbridge— 31. 

So  the  resolution  was  not  adopted. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
MoKDAT,  January  8,  1844. 

Mr.  6.  W.  SuM.MEiu,  of  Virginia,  took  the 
oath  and  his  seat. 

GENERAL  JACKSON's  FINE. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  offered-  the  following  reso- 

tion;  and  demanded  the  previous  question  on  it: 

Raolcti,  That  all  debate  In  the  Committee  nf  the  Whole 

on  tlie  bill  (No.  1)  to  refund  Uie  fine  imposed  on  General 
Andrew  Jackson,  shall  cease  at  four  o'clock  this  duy  ;  and 
that  the  comniiltee  shall  then  proceed  to  vote  on  all  pend 
ing  amendmenu,  and  each  aj  may  be  oflTered,  when  tiie  bill 
shall  be  reported  to  the  Ilouae. 

Mr.  PRATT  desired  to  submit  the  following 
amendment;  which  was  read  for  information: 

Whereas,  the  Legielatures  of  eighteen  Sutee  of  this 
Union,  containing,  at  the  last  census,  about  fifteen  millions 
out  of  the  seventeen  millions  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  have  instructed  their  Senatoni  and  requested 
their  Representative*,  to  refund  the  fine  imposed  upon  Gen- 
eral Jackson  by  Judge  Hall,  viz : 

Poputation* 

Arkansas 97,574 

Nenr  Hampshire 384,574 

Louisiana 333,411 

Connecticut 309,978 

Illinois 476,183 

Maine 501,793 

Misaoori 383,703 

North  Carolina 753,419 

South  Carolina 594,398 

Pennxylvania 1,724,033 

New  York 2.438,931 

Ohio I.SIO,^? 

RJiods  Island 106,830 

Vitgiuia 1,239,797 

Alabama ••. S90,75A 

Georgia 691,393 

Mississippi 375,651 

Michigan 319.367 

14,Mo,l06 

And  whereas  a  nrong  expression  of  public  opinion  lias 
been  made  in  favor  of  the  same  meaaure  In  the  jeniaiuing 
States  of  the  Union:  Therefore, 

Raohtd.  That  at  two  o'clock  this  day  all  debate  in  Com- 
mittee of  ttie  Whole  House  on  the  slate  of  tlie  Union,  on 
House  bill  No.  !,  to  refund  the  line  imposed  on  General 
Jackson,  shall  cease  ;  and  Uie  committee  shnlt  pn>c(>ed  to 
vote  upon  such  ainendinenLs  as  may  be  pending,  or  as  may 
be  offered  to  said  bill;  and  then  report  the  same  to  tlie 
House  with  such  amendments  as  have  been  agreed  to  by 
the  committee. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  said  that  he  was  willing  to 
accept  the  amendment  as  a  modification  of  his 
motion,  with  the  exception  of  that  part  fixing  the 
hour  of  two  o'clock  for  the  termination  of  the 
debate.  ' 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  ouestion  would 
be  put  on  the  suspension  of  the  rules  to  allow  the 
reception  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  ADAMS  called  for  the  yens  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered ;  and  the  question  being  taken, 
resulted — yeas  117,  nays  54;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Andenion,  Beardsley,  Benton,  Bidlaek, 
James  Black,  Blnckwcll,  Dossier,  Bower,  Oowlin,  Boyd, 
Jacob  Brinkerhoff,  Brodhead,  Aaron  Y.  Brown,  Milton 
Brown,  William  J.  Brown,  BufTmgton,  Burke,  Caldwell, 
Campbell,  Cary,  Catlin^  Reuben  Chapman.  Augustus  A. 
Chapman,  Clingtnan,  Chnton,  Cobb.  Coles,  Cullom,  Dana, 
Daniel,  Richard  D.  Davis,  John  W.Davis,  Dawson,  Dcnn, 
Dillingiinm,  Duncan,  Dunlap,  Elmer,  Fnrlee,  Ficktin,  Foe. 
ter,  French,  Gilmer.  Hale,  Hamlin,  Hammett,  Haralson, 
Hays,  Henley,  Hcrrick,  Uoge,  Houston,  Uubard,  Uubbell, 
Hughes,  Hungerford,  Chariea  J.  Ingeisoll,  Jameson,  Cave 
Johnson,  Andrew  Johnson,  George  W.  Jones,  Preston 
King,  Kirkpatrick,  Labranche,  Leonard,  Lewis,  Lucas, 
Lumpkin,  Lyon,  McCauslen,  McClelland,  McClernand, 
McCunnell,  McDowell,  McKay,  Mathews,  Edward  J. 
Morris,  Murphy,  Nes,  Norris,  Parmenter,  Pnyne,  Eincrv 
D.  Potter,  Pratt,  Rathbun,  David  S.  Iteid,  Beding,  Relfe", 
Ritter,  Russell,  St.  John,  Saunders,  Thomas  H.  Seymour, 
David  L.  .Seymour,  Simons,  Simpson,  Slidcll,  John  T. 
Smith.  Thomas  SnittJi,  Robert  Smith,  Steearod,  Stetson, 
John  Stewart,  Stone,  Strong,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Tibbalts, 
Weller,  Wentworth,  Wheaton,  Williams,  WilkUis,  Wise, 
Joseph  A.  Wright,  and  Yost— 117. 


NAYS— Messrs.  Adams,  Aebe,  Barnard,  Belser,  Camll, 
Chappell,  Cliillon,  Collamer,  Cranston,  Gnrrelt  Davis, 
Dickey,  Fish,  Florence,  Fool,  Friefc,  Giddinin,  Willis 
Green,  Grider,  Hardin,  Harper,  Hudson,  Josepli  R  fneer- 
soll,  Irvin,  Jenks,  Pcriey  B.  Jobnson,  Daniel  P.  King,  Me. 
llvaiue,  Morse,  Moseley,  Newinn,  Peyton,  Ph(Bnil,Eli8ha 
R.  Poller,  Ramsey,  Rodney,  Rogers,  Sample,  Bcbenck, 
Senter.  Severance, .Mbert  Smith,  Caleb  B.  Smith,  Blephent, 
Thomasson,  Tildcn,  Tyler,  Vance,  Vinton,  WbUe,  Wln- 
throp,  and  William  Wright— S4. 

Two  thirds  voti.ng  in  the  affirmative,  the  rules 
were  therefore  suspended. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  having  accepted  the  resolve 
of  Mr.  Pratt  as  a  substitute  for  the  one  offered 
by  him,  the  bourbeingchanged  to  four  o'clock, 
with  the  assent  of  Mr. Pratt,  the  resolution  thus 
modified  was  read. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  second  to  the 
previous  question,  and  carried. 

The  House  then  ordered  the  miun  qaC8tion;aod 
the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

MRS.  MADISON. 
!      Mr.  SAUNDERS  submitted  a  resolution,  as 
j  follows — Mr.  Thompson  of  Mississippi  yielding 
to  allow  it  to  be  offered: 

Resolved  unonimoiuly.  That  a  committee  he  appointed 
on  the  part  of  this  House  to  wait  on  Mrs.  .Madison,  and  to 
assure  lier  that,  wliencver  it  shall  be  her  pleasure  to  visit 
tlie  House,  she  be  requested  to  take  a  seat  wiiliin  the  HaU. 

He  moved  this  resolution  in  consequence  of 
having  seen  Mrs.  Madison  in  the  gallery. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to;  and  it  was  or- 
dered that  Mr.  SatniDERs  and  Mr.  C.  J.  Incer- 
j  soLL  be  the  said  committee. 

(  GENERAL  JACKSON'S  FINE. 

i      On  the  motion  of  Mr.  THOMPSON  of  Mis- 
i  sissippi,  (the  rules  having  been  suspended  for  its 
I  reception,)  the  House  went  into  Committee  of  the 
I  Whole  on  the  bill  to  refund  the  fine  imposed  on 
j  General  Jackson  by  Judge  Hall  at  New  Orleans. 
I      Mr.  SCHENCK  addressed  the  committee  in 
I  favor  of  the  amendment. of  the  gentleman  from 
i  Georgia  [Mr.  Stepbens.] 
'      Mr.  SCHENCK  proceeded  to  vindicate  Judge 
Hall  from  the  imputation  of  having  acted  improp- 
erly in  imposing  the  fine.    He  reprobated  the  al- 
lusions which  had  been  made,  in  the  course  of 
debate,  to  the  faot  of  the  judge  having  been  a  for- 
eigner, and  to  his  want  of  courage.  He  contended 
that  the  judge  had  displayed  a  high  d^ree  of 
moral  courage,  for  which  he*  honored  him;  but 
when  he  heard  his  colleague,  [Mr.  Dean,]  wh. 
himself  had  held  a  high  judicial  station,  speak  in 
like  manner  of  this  matter,  he  was  led  to  fear  that 
some  who  did  not  know  him  so  well  might  infer 
that  be  was  only  delivering  the  convictions  of  his 
own  experience.    He  did  nouhelieve  this  much  of 
the  gentleman  himself,  but  thought  that,  when  ha 
attacked  the  judiciary,  he  was  only  overleaping 
the  limits  of  discretion. 

Mr.  DEAN,  on  being  permitted  to  explain, dis- 
claimed having  made  any  attack  whatever  on  the 
judiciary,  or  any  member  of  it,  except  Judge  Hall; 
for  he  had  said  that  such  conduct  would  not  b« 
tolerated  in  Ohio,  nor  did  he  believe  in  any  other 
State;  and  he  rejoiced  that  Judge  Hall  was  an  ex- 
ception. He  had  too  high  an  opinion  of  the  judi- 
ciary to  believe  that  any  of  them  would  be  guilty 
of  such  conduct. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  said  he  was  glad  to  hear  the 
gentleman 'sexplanation,  and  concurred  with  him 
j  in  the  favorable  sentiments  he  entertained  for  the 
l*judiciary.  He  certainly  did  not  wish  to  misrep- 
'  resent  him,  and  would  take  his  argument  as  he^ 
''  had  slated  it. 

I  Mr.  KENNEDY  said,  as  the  gentleman  had 
I  stated  his  object  was  not  to  misrepresent  any  one, 
I  he  desired  to  set  himself  right.  From  the  man- 
I  ner  in  which  he  had  been  misrepresented  by  the 
I  gentleman  throughout  hia  entire  remarks,  he  had 
!  supposed  it  to  b«  his  intention  to  misrepresent; 
I  but,  aa  he  disavowed  such  an  intention,  be  was 
i  bound  to  take  his  disclaimer,  and  would  therefore 
!  say  to  the  gentleman  that  be  did  not  understand 
j  him.  Now,  he  had  made  no  attack  whatever  on 
I  the  judiciary;  but  took  the  occasion  to  censurc,iii 
'  the  strongest  terms,  those  who  had  attempted  to 
'  skulk  behind  the  judges  to  conceal  their  true  mo- 
tives for  opposing  this  bill.  He  said  that,  as  a 
branch  of  the  Government,  Ihejudieiarywasascor- 
i  rupt  as  any  other.  He  said  no  man  should  skulk 
j  behind  the  judiciary,  and  escape  merited  castiga- 
I  tioD,  simply  because  he  was  so  sheltered.  This 
'  was  what  he  bad  said,  and  what  he  now  reas- 
:  serted. 
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Mr.  SCHENCR  mid  he  was  perfectly  willine 
to  take  the  gentleman's  argument  as  be  explained 
JL  There wasanotlicrportofthegenlleman'sargu- 
ment  which  he  wished  to. notice;  but  as  the  time 
was  wearing  away,  and  this  bill  must  be  passed 
to-day.  he  would  )>ass  on  to  another  subject.  He 
had  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Illinois, 
[Mr.  DoucLAs,]  as  reported,  before  him.  He 
found  that  the  gentleman  used  the  following  lan- 
guage: 

"  He  enTled  not  any  man  the  pomenlan  of  rurh  rnoical 
philusoptay.  Talk  nbout  iU«*(riltty !  Talk  nboul  formnlttiCA ! 
why,  ibere  wn«  but  one  formality  !o  be  observed  ;  anil  that 
WM  Uie  furmnlity  of  directing  Uie  cannon,  and  destroying 
the  enemy,  regardleaa  of  the  luoauM,  whetlier  it  be  by  the 
neizureoleotion  bags  nr  the  Mizure  of  peraona,  if  the  ne- 
ceMiiy  of  the  case  required  it.-* 

The  gentleman  added  that  he  "  cared  not 
whether  General  Jackson  violated  the  Constitu- 
tion or  not;  whether  be  suspended  all  civil  author- 
ity or  not."  This  was  bold  ground  assumed  by 
the  gentleman  from  Illinois — a  doctrine  which 
seemed  tn  him  to  suit  the  meridian  of  Constanti- 
nople or  St.  Petersburgh,  but  not  this  free  coun.^ 
try.  But  there  was  another  remark  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Illinois,  which  he  should  be  compelled 
to  notice;  and  that  was,  that  "  martial  law  was 
necessary  to  save  all  law;  and,  therefore,  whether 
constitutional  ornot.QenejalJackson  was  bound 
by  necessity — that  plea  of  tyrants — to  declare  it." 
This,  too,  was  a  strong  po'sitinn,  not  suited  to  the 
people  of  a  free  country,  but  only  fitted  for  a  des- 
potism. He  knew  of  but.one  parallel  to  sustain 
the  ground  of  the  gentleman,  when  he  said  it  was 
necessary  to  declare  martial  law  to  presert-e  oil 
law;  and  that  was  to  be  found  in  an  anecdote  he 
would  relate  to  the  House.  There  was  a  auack 
doctor  in  the  neighborhood  in  which  he  lived, 
vbo  was  called  upon  toadministertoachild  who 
had  the  fever  and  ague.  He  gave  some  nostrum 
to  it;  and,  when  he  returned,  the  next  day,  to 
inquire  how  it  was,  the  mother  told  him  that  his 
medicine  had  thrown  it  into  convulsions,  in  which 
it  had  remainbd  ever  since.  The  doctor  replied 
that  she  need  not  feel  the  least  alarm — that  he  had 
giveo  the  child  medicine  for  the  purpose  of  throw- 
ing it  into  fits;  for  he  did  not  know  bow  to  cure 
the  ague  and  fever,  but  he  was  great  on  fits. 

Here  Mr.  S.'s  hour  expired. 

Mr.  A.  V.  BROWN  observed,  that  he  had  not 
intended  to  say  one  word  upon  the  subject  of  de- 
bate. His  purpose  was,  as  far  as  he  was  con- 
cerned, to  let  the  passage  of  this  bill  depend,  not 
upon  aiiT  arguments  he  or  any  other  f;entlcinan 
conid  oner,  out  upon  the  resoluiiuns  of  eighteen 
or  nineteen  Stales  of  this  Union  command':ng  the 
restoration  of  this  money.  He  was  willing  to 
let  this  bill  stand  upon  the  known  wisliea  and 
eomcnands  of  the  sovereign  people  of  this  coun- 
try; but  chit'fly,  he  wished  it  to  stand  upon  the 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Louisiana, which 
could  not  fail  to  nefleet  lasting  honor  on  those 
who  passed  them.  Inasmuch,  however,  as  it  was. 
not  the  will  and  plcaaure  of  those  who  opposed 
this  measure  to  let  it  pass  in  this  manner,  and  as 
they  opposed  it  with  arguments  as  extraordinary 
alt  the  tone  and  temper  of  them  was  harsh,  he 
felt  himself  bound  to  say  something  on  the  sub- 
ject. As  one  of  the  Representatives  of  Tenncs- 
•ee — the  home  of  the  illustrious  man  who  was 
the  mibject  of  this  bill — he  begged  of  tlie  com- 
mittee to  indulge  him  with  a  few  remarks  in  re- 
gard to  it.  It  was  remarked  by  one  of  the  gentle- 
men who  addressed  the  committee  on  this  subject 
— he  believed  the eenileman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr, 
Gbiuek] — that  air  the  discussion  on  this  bill  was 
idle  waste  of  time,  and  that  General  Jackson 
woald  never  touch  one  dollar  of  this  money  if 
voted  to  him.  The  gentleman  knew  very  well, 
and -this  nation  knew  very  well,  that  the  general 
would  not  touch  the  money  if  he  had  to  receive 
it  aa  a  beggar  at  your  hands;  that  he  would  not 
touch  it  ii  he  had  to  receive  it— according  to  the 
allusion  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
[Mr.  Adims] — as  old  Belisarius,  coming  here, 
with  his  wooden  Irenchftr  in  his  hand ,  for  a  penny 
for  his  support.  He  knew  that  the  general  never 
would  touch  one  dollar  of  the  money  on  such 
terms. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  in  speakin»  of 
the  glory  of  General  Jackson's  achievements  at 
New  Orleans,  said  it  was  the  common  glory  of 
the  country,  and  shared  by  him  and  all  his  con- 
■tilucnts.  Now,  did  it  not  occur  to  the  gentleman 
tlittt  the  infamy  of  imposing  this  fine  on  the  de- 


fender of  his  country,  and  retaining  it  in  the  Treas- 
ury for  such  a  length  of  time,  was  a  common 
infamy  ?  and  if  he  claimed  for  himself  and  his  con- 
stituents a  share  of  the  common  glory,  that  they 
must  be  content  to  take  a  share  of  the  infamy  re- 
sulting from  retaining  this  fine?  What  else  did 
hiscolleague  tell  the  House?  Why,  that  the  action 
of  the  Hduse  on  this  bill  was  a  waste  of  time; 
that  it  was  going  back  to  times,  the  history  of 
which  was  long  since  forgotten,  and  for  the  remis- 
sion of  a  fine  imposed  thirty  years  ago.  What! 
did  the  opponents  of  the  bill  mean  to  plead  the 
statute  of  limitation  in  the  face  of  the  commands 
of  the  American  people?  To  plead  the  statute  of 
limitations  against  a  great  act  of  national  justice 
and  national  gratitude?  He  trusted  they  would 
not  do  so  if  they  meant  to  claim  for  themselves 
any  portion  of  the  glory  acquired  by  the  hero  of 
New  Orleans  for  himself  and  his  country.  What 
did  his  colleagues,  [Messrs.  Petton  and  Dickin- 
son,} the  immediate  representatives  of  General 
Jackson,  tell  the  House?  Why,  that  under  the 
influence  of  some  strong  and  overruling  motives, 
they  intended  to  vote  for  the  bill;  while,  at  the 
same  time,  they  applauded  the  judge  who  imposed 
the  fine,  and  condemned  the  general  whose  meas- 
ures for  the  defense  of  the  city  placed  under  this 
charge  caused  the  infliction  of  that  penalty.  Was 
it  not  strange  that  his  cnlleasfues  should  speak 
one  way  and  vote  another  ?  What  sccessity  could 
be  weighing  them  down?  What  imperious  prin- 
ciple could  be  controlling  ihem,  when  they  spoke 
one  way,  and  voted  another? 

One  of  his  honorable  colleagues  [Mr.  Petton] 
shid  that  he  would  vote  forthisbill,  though,  when 
it  was  passed,  it  would  strike  down  the  noblest 
monument  of  General  Jackson's  fame,  and  this 
he  said  after  professing  to  be  one  of  the  general's 
true  friends.     Was  this  like  friendship — to  vote 
for  a  measure  that  would  have  such  an  effect  on 
the  fame  of  that  distinguished  man,  and  yet  call 
himself  his  friend  ?     What  else  did  his  colleague 
say?    Why,  that  the   fame  of  General  Jackson 
was  not  placed  in  rightful  hands.  Now,  in  whose 
hands  would  he  place  it?    Would  he  place  it  in 
the  hands  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
[Mr.  Adams,]  who  represented  ihe  general  as  old 
Belisarius,  begging  his  bread  from  door  lo  door? 
Would  he  place  it  in  the  hands  of  the  other  gen-  | 
ticman  who  had  opposed  this  bill,  and  who  had  i 
reflected  so  severely  on  the  conduct  which  he  | 
thought  necessary  for  the  defense  of  the  city 
placed  under  his  charge?     No;  never  would  the  ' 
friends  of  the  old  patriot  and  hero  consent  to  let  | 
such  men  have  the  keeping  of  his  fame.    One  gen- 
tleman  [.VIr.  Stephens]  wos  pleased  to  tell  the 
House  that  the  majority  were  determined  to  pass 
this  bill,  but  they  should  not  do  it  in  ignorance.  ' 
Why,  the  majority  of  the  States  of  this  Union  i 
had  commanded  this  thing  to  be  done;  and  had  | 
they  done  it  in  ignorance?    Had  the  people  of 
this  country,  who  had  almost  unanimously  ex- 
pressed their  wishes  in  its  favor,  done  so  in  igno- 
rance?   Was  the  majority  of  this  House  acting 
in  ignorance  ?  He  would  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  [Mr.  Stephens]  what  will  be  the  condi- 
tion of  the  world  when  he  shall  go  down  to  the 
grave,  if  all  knowledge  and  wisdom  are  to  perish 
with  him?    The  gentleman  was  pleased  to  ask  a 
question,  which  he  wanted  to  answer  by  asking 
him  a  question  in  return. 

The  gentleman  asked  wlfy  no  application  was 
made  to  pass  this  bill  until  ibis  time?  Now,  he 
wanted  to  ask  him  if  hc.or  his  party  would  ever 
have  voted  for  the  remission  ol^  this  fine  at  any 
time?  Would  he  and  his  party  have  voted  for  it, 
had  it  been  brnu^lit  forward  ten  or  twenty  years 
ago  ?  Would  tlie  old  Federal  party  have  voted  for 
it  ?  Would  those  who,  in  the  time  of  the  last  war, 
were  hesitating  to  cross  a  State  line  to  meeC  the 
enemies  of  their  country  have  voted  for  it?  Would 
those  who  were  banging  out,  over  the  high  cliffs 
of  the  ocean,  blue  lights  to  guide  the  enemy  into 
the  harbors  of  the  country,  to  burn  our  ships  and 
sack  our  towns,  hiive  voted  to  pass  this  bill? 
Would  those  who  were  in  correspondence  with  a 
British  spy,  at  the  very  time  of  these  achieve- 
ments of  General  Jackson,  have  voted  for  it?  No, 
never;  for  the  same  victory  which  drove  the  ene- 
my from  this  dountry  drove  out  a  British  spy; 
and  the  battle  whichaavedanoblecily,  and  quelled 
Ihe  treason  within  its  bounds,  also  routed  and 
(iisp'-rsed  a  more  numerous  and  dangerous  body 
of  traitors  assembled  at  the  Hartford  convention. 


Would  they  have  voted  for  this  bill  ?  No;  and 
they  would  not  do  it  now.  Instead  of  that,  they 
resort  to  every  kind  of  stratagem  and  device  to 
prevent  justice  being  done  to  the  man  who  has 
filled  the  measure  of  his  country's  glory.  As  to 
the  objections  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
[Mr.  Barnarp,]  that  this  bill  has  not  been  brought 
forward  at  an  earlier  day,  he  asked  the  attention 
of  the  committee  to  the  gentleman 's  arguments  on 
the  merits  of  the  question;  for  he  was  the  only 
gentleman  who  bad  attempted  to  go  into  them. 
What  did  the  gentleman  say?  Why,  he  told  the 
committee,  in  the  first  place,  that  General  Jack- 
son bad  no  constitutional  right  to  declare  martial 
taw.  I  deny  it;  and  declare  that,  so  far  as  he  did 
declare  martial  law,  he  did  it  consistently  with 
the  Constitution.  New  Orleans  was  the  general's 
headquarters.  The  city  to  be  defendecTwas  his 
whole  camp.  Within  that  camp  what  law  must 
prevail,  or  ought  of  necessity  to  prevail  ?  Why, 
martial  law. 

But  it  prevailed  no  further  than  was  necessary 
for  the  defense  of  the  city.  He  might  here  give 
various  illustrations  to  support  his  position.  For 
instance:  when  it  was  necessary  to  defend  a 
mountain  pass,  and  maintain  it  from  the  assaults 
of  an  enemy,  you  may  serid  your  army  to  take 
possession  of  it;  and  though  a  few  shepherds' 
huts  may  be  there,  the  general  is  not  bound  to 
permit  the  ingress  and  egress  of  the  inhabitant* 
to  carry  intelligence  to  the  enemy,  because  their 
constitutional  rights  may  be  in  the  way;  and  if 
the  general,  in  such  a  case,  should  abridge  the 
personal  liberty  of  the  citizens,  and  override  their 
constitutional  rights,  it  would  be  monstrous  to 
suppose  that  a  judge  could  come  with  his  civil 
process,  and  break  up  the  defense  of  a  pass  upon 
the  maintaining  of  which  the  safely  of  the  coun- 
try depended.  But  he  would  go  a  little  further. 
The  gentleman  from  New  York,  in  justification 
of  the  judge,  admitted  that  there  was  another 
law,  the  great  law  of  necessity,  under  which  mar- 
tial lawcould  be  declared  and  justified.  He  would 
ask  if  there  was  not  a  variety  of  cases,  both  in 
time  of  war  and  in  ordinary  life,  which  justified 
the  use  of  extraordinary  means  to  effect  some 
good.  If  he  saw  the  gentleman  sinking  down 
into  a  wattr;  grave,  what  right  had  he,  under  the 
Constitution,  to  pluck  him  out  by  the  hair  and 
save  him  ?  Not  under  the  Constitution,  but  cer- 
tainly permitted  by  it.  If  he  put  powder  beneath 
his  neighbor's  dwelling,  and  fired  it  to  save  other 
houses  in  its  vicinity  from  being  burnt  to  the 
ground,  what  right,  under  the  Constitution,  had 
he  to  do  it? 

But  if  the  devouring  element  of  fire  raged,  and 
it  was  necessary  to  destroy  particular  property  to 
save  a  whole  city  from  destruction,  though  it 
might  not  be  done  by  virtue  of  the  Constitution, 
yet  it  could  be  consistently  with  the  Constitution, 
and  the  act  would  never  be  complained  of.  But, 
as  he  intended  to  be  brief  in  his  argument,  he 
must  pass  on  to  the  discovery  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  Barnard.]  And  what  was 
it?  It  was  the  amazing  discovery,  made  after  the 
lapse  of  thirty  years,  that  New  Orleans  was  not 
invaded;  and  that  the  declaration  of  martial  law 
was  entirely  unnecessary;  that,  notwithstanding 
the  averments  of  history,  New  Orleans  in  reality 
never  was  invaded.  And  how  did  he  make  out 
tiTis  extraordinary  position?  Why,  he  gravely 
told  them  that  thecnemy  neverdid  enter  within  the 
lines  of  the  corporation.  And  why  did  they  not 
enter  within  the  lines?  It  was  because  General 
Jackson  met  them  on  the  lines.  It  was  because 
General  Jackson  not  only  met  them  on  the  lines, 
but  conquered  and  overcame  them;  and  thus  it 
was  that  New  Orleans  was  never  invaded ,  accord- 
ing lo  the  criticism  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  [Mr.  Barnard.]  But  permit  him  to  ask 
if  that  enemy  had  entered  within  the  lines  of  New 
Orleans  and  into  the  city  itself,  if  all  would  not 
have  been  lost?  The  British  fires  would  have  been 
seen  blazing  from  every  steeple;  the  British  can- 
non would  have  been  heard  battering  down  every 
public  and  private  edifice;  the  screams  of  Amer- 
ican wives  and  daughters,  in  the  power  and  grasp 
of  a  licentious  British  soldiery,  would  have  been 
heard  from  every  habitation.  1  repeat,  he  said 
emphatically,  that  everything  would  have  been 
lost;  our  heroic  general  and  officers  might  Jiave 
been  slain;  our  army  conquered;  the  city  sacked 
and  burnt;  and  the  West — the  then  young  but 
growing  West,  the  now  mighty  West— would 
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have  b«en  lost.  Sir,  I  love  that  West.  It  was 
the  home  of  my  youth;  it  is  still  the  home  of  my 
mature  life.  I  love  her  lofty  mountains;  I  love 
her  wide  and  luxuriant  valleys;-!  love  her  hardy, 
brave,  and  enterprising  people;  and  need  I  tell 
you  and  this  committee  that  I  love  and  honor  and 
cherish  in  my  heart  of  hearts  that  immortal  man 
that  saved  them  all  from  capture  ?  But  the  British 
army  never  entered  New  Orleans!  And,  aston- 
ishing as  it  may  be,  that  is  to  be  used  as  an  argu- 
ment why  this  fine  should  not  be  refunded! 

He  then  proceeded  to  say  that  he  had  listened 
to  the  gentleman  who  had  last  addressed  the 
House,  anxious  to  know  on  what  ground  he  ob- 
jected to  refunding  this  Gne;  and  ihatgcntleman's 
argument  was,  thai  it  was  necessary  to  preserve 
the  purity  and  independence  of  the  judiciary. 
But  was  that  involved  in  the  fate  of  this  bill  > 
What  were  they  doing?  They  were  suffering 
the  judgment  to  stand  against  GeneralJackson; 
and  by  the  passage  of  this  bill,  they  were  passing 
no  reflection  on  Judge  Hall.  They  were  about 
simply  to  remit  the  fine,  which  was  imposed 
under  circumstances  which  this  nation  never  did 
and  never  will  sanction.  Would,  then,  the  pas- 
sage of  this  bill  and  the  reversal  of  this  judgment 
be  a  reflection  on  Judge  Hall  ?  Not  in  the  slight- 
est degree.  It  would  not  affect  any  one  in  New 
Orleans;  it  would  take  nothing  from  the  treasury 
of  that  city;  for  it  would  take  the  money  to  re- 
fund to  General  Jackson  the  fine  which  he  paid 
from  Ihe  Treasury  of  the  country;  and  he  must 
be  permitted  to  say  that,  with  his  views  on  this 
subject  he  could  never  hope  for  lasting  and  per- 
manent prosperity  to  this  country  so  long  as  that 
money  was  kept  in  its  Treasury.  Ho  desired, 
then,  to  take  this  ill-gotten  money  from  the  na- 
tional Treasury  and  surrender  it  to  General  Jack- 
son; and  who  was  there  on  this  floor  that  would 
refuse  to  do  that?  No  right-minded,  no  right- 
hearted  man,  in  his  humble  judgment,  would  re- 
fuse to  surrender  it.  It  was  too  enormous  a  fine; 
and  he  should  like  to  see  the  man  on  this  floor 
that  would  refuse  to  give  it  back.  Did  they  be-^ 
lieve  that  General  Jnckson  had  no  right  to  declare 
martial  law?  Did  they  believe  that  he  declared 
martial  law  for  any  other  than  patriotic  motives? 
No,  certainly;  for  he  did  not  believe  there  was  a 
man  on  that  floor  that  would  accord  to  General 
Jackson  any  other  than  the  highest,  the  noblest, 
the  most  patriotic  motive  in  what  he  did  towards 
the  defense  of  New  Orleans;  and,  therefore,  no 
one  could,  consistently,  refuse  to  refund  the 
money. 

Had  gentlemen  turned  their  attention  to  Gen- 
geral  Jackson's  own  exposition  of  his  views  and 
position  in  declaring  martial  law  ?  They  were 
to  be  found  in  his  defense;  and  it  was  a  noble  de- 
fense. On  that  occasion  he  appealed  to  Heaven, 
and  made  the  solemn  averment  that,  in  declaring 
martial  law,  he  was  influenced  by  no  desire  but 
to  save  the  city  and  serve  his  country.  And  if 
these  were  his  motives,  (and  no  man,  he  thought, 
would  question  them,)  why  should  a  fine  of  one 
thousand  dollars  have  been  imposed  upon  him  ? 
A  nominal  fine  would  have  been  sufficient  for 
every  purpose.  Why,  in  the  judgment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Schcnck,]  and  ac- 
cording to  the  argument  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  York)  [Mr.  Barnard,]  and  of  every  gen- 
tleman who  had  opposed  this  bill,  a  nominal  fiiie 
would  have  answered  every  purpose  on  that 
occasion;  fifty  dollars,  or  one  nundred  dollars, 
would  have  answered  as  well  as  one  thousand 
dollars.  He  insisted  that  the  fine  was  enorm- 
ous; and  on  that  point,  he  repeated,  every  gentle- 
man upon  that  floor,  even  those  that  opposed  the 
bill,  concurred  with  him;  and  hence  he  claimed 
its  return  to  General  Jackson.  They  were  dis- 
puting about  the  fine  imposed  on  the  victorious 
general  of  the  battle  of  New  Orleans,  of  one  thou- 
sand dollars.  But  suppose  that  General  Jackson 
had  been  thrown  into  a  dungeon  for  three  months, 
instead  of  being  subjected  to  a  fine;  suppose  the 
mail  which  brought  the  news  of  the  victory  of 
New  Orleans  had  also  brought  intelligence  that 
the  victorious  general  had  been  thrown  into  the 
dungeons  of  Louisiana — if,  when  the  victorious 
army  returned  from  the  defense  of  Louisiana, 
the  general  had  thus  been  detained  behind:  how 
long.did  they  suppose  Mr.  Madison,  the  then 
President  of  the  United  States,  would  have  al- 
lowed him  to  remain  there  ?  Why,  the  very 
moment  the  news  arrived  at  the  capital  that  their 


heroic  general,  who  had  won  so  much  renown  for 
himself  and  for  the  nation,  was  in  bondage,  the 
Congress,  then  in  session,  would  have  adjourned, 
and  gone  in  solemn  procession  to  the  House  of 
the^resident,  and  asked  the  liberation  of  that  il- 
lustrious man.  WoulH  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky have  hung  back  and  lingered,  and  said. 
No,  a  part  of  the  fame  of  General  Jackson  is  my 
fame  and  of  my  people's  fame,  and  he  shall  not  be 
turned  out,  lest  it  tarnish  that  fame?  And  would 
the  gentleman  from  the  Hermitage  district,  if  he 
had  been  here  at  that  lime,  have  said,  I  will  go 
and  ask  for  the  liberation  of  GeneralJackson, for 
it  will  strike  down  the  noblest  monument  of  his 
fame?  No;  for  then  every  American  bosom 
throbbed  with  the  warmest  gratitude;  there  would 
have  been  no  halting,  no  hesitation,  no  holding 
back,  such  as  they  there  saw  in  relation  to  this 
money  when  thirty  years  had  rolled  round.  When 
Ihe  memory  of  General  Jackson's  services  was 
fresh,  and  when  every  American  heart  glowed 
with  gratitude  towards  him,  all  men  and  all  par- 
ties would  have  rushed  to  the  White  House,  and 
they  would  have  implored  Mr.  Madison  to  re- 
lease him  from  bondage. 

He  had  heard  read  at  the  Clerk's  table  to-day, 
one  form  of  an  amendment  to  the  proposition  be- 
fore the  committee,  in  which  there  was  a  long  list 
of  States  that  had  demanded  the  remission  of  this 
fine.  The  committee  could  not  know  with  what 
infinite  pain  he  reflected  on  the  fact  that  the  Stale 
of  Tennessee  was  not  to  be  found  in  that  list. 
The  subject,  however,  was  now  before  the  Legis- 
lature of  that  State  ;  and  he  had  every  reason  to 
believe,  that  before  many  days  elapsed,  instruc- 
tions would  come  to  the  Senators  in  the  United 
States  Senate  from  Tennessee,  on  that  subject, 
and  then  they  would  find  that  Tennessee  had  en- 
rolled herself  in  the  list  of  States  that  had  demand- 
ed this  act  of  justice.  And  while  speaking  of 
Tennessee,  let  him  be  permitted  to  call  the  aiten 
tion  of  the  committee  to  one  overwhelming  fact. 
His  honorable  colleagues  had  addressed  the 
committee;  and  througn  the  whole  of  their  argu- 
ments they  had  carefully  made  known  to  the  Com- 
mittee that  they  meant  to  vote  for  the  refunding 
of  this  fine.  He  was  glad  to  hear  them  say  it; 
but  why  did  they  do  so?  One  of  his  colleagues 
said  that  all  this  refunding  of  the  money  was  a 
humbug,  but  he  meant  to  vote  for  it  notwithstand- 
ing. He  also  said  that  all  this  declamation  about 
refunding  this  fine  was  intended  to  benefit  Mr. 
Van  Buren  in  his  struggle  for  the  Presidency;  and 
yet  he  mcfint  to  vote  tor  it.  Was  there  nothing 
remarkable  in  his  position?  He  could  well  un- 
derstand it.  His  honoralile  colleagues  were  citi- 
zens, and  honored  citizens,  of  Tennessee;  and  in 
making  their  speeches  they  had  consulted  their 
heads,  but  in  casting  their  voles  they  consulted 
their  hearts.  They  had  American  hearts, .and 
every  pulsation  prompted  them  to  give  back  this 
money.  The  fine  was  enormous,  even  according 
to  their  own  views;  and  he  called  upon  them  to 
give  it  back — not  as  a  bounty,  not  as  a  donation, 
but  to-give  it  back  to  a  noble  patriot,  who  had 
won  for  himself  and  for  his  country  imperishable 
honors,  on  the  plea  of  gratitude,  to  pass  the  bill 
as  an  act  of  national  justice,  required  by  the  na- 
tional honor,  and  give  it  back  cheerfully  and  with- 
out hesitation.  And  it  should  be  done  to-day. 
The  honorable  gentleman  from  Ohio,  who  had 
last  addressed  the  coitimitlee,  had  fixed  another 
day;  but  the  right  day  would  never  come  to  that 
gentleman,  and  others  who  entertained  like  views; 
they  would  not  agree  to  any  period  of  time  as 

K roper  at  which  to  surrender  this  money.  They 
ad  got  the  glory  of  General  Jackson's  achieve- 
ments, and  they  wanted  to  keep  his  money  too; 
and  hence  they  would  not  agree  on  a  time  to  sur- 
render the  ill-gotten  treasure.  But  this  was  the 
day  to  do  it — a  day  rendered  illustrious  in  our 
annals.  He  wished  it  to  be  distinctly  understood 
that  he  wanted  the  bill  as  it  was,  without  a  clause 
applying  censure  to  any  one.  If,  however,  gen- 
tlemen were  so  desirous  to  have  amendments 
made,  he  confessed  that  he  was  ready  to  pro- 
nounce a  censure  on  Judge  Hall. 

Mr.  BELSE:[1  said,  as  the  time  allowed  to  him 
by  the  rules  of  the  House,  and  the  resolution  fix- 
ing the  hour  at  which  this  bill  should  be  taken 
out  of  committee,  was  so  shojt,  he  was  impelled 
to  be  very  brief  with  the  remarks  which  he  snould 
make  on  this  occasion.  He  came  from  a  State, 
however,  many  of  whose  citizens  feltgreatly  alive 


to  this  subject;  and  if  he  were  to  allow  it  to  pas* 
in  silence,  he  should  not  do  what  his  coosiituenu 
would  expect  from  him  on  that  floor.  He  was 
in  hopes,  when  this  bill  was  first  brought  under 
the  consideration  of  the  House  by  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr. C.J.  Ikcer- 
soLL,]  that  there  would  not  have  been  one  word 
of  opposition  raised  against  it.  It  was  presented 
in  the  most  unobjectionable  form;  and  he  did  not 
think  there  would  have  been  found  a  single  mem- 
ber on  that  floor,  whether  Whig  or  Democrat, 
that  would  not  have  been  ready  to  perfect  that 
act  of  justice  to  a  public  benefactor  by  recording 
his  vote  in  favor  of  this  bill.  He  was  willing  to 
leave  the  issue  between  the  deceased  judge  and 
the  coininaiiding  general  to  be  determined  by  pos- 
terity; and  he  wished  ii  not  to  be  said  that  they 
who  acted  wilh  him  had  drawn  it  into  this  debate. 
It  had  been  brought  there  by  the  amendment  of 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Georgia,  [Mr. 
Stepheks,]  and  by  the  conduct  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  Barnard.]  If  they  passed 
this  bill  as  it  was  orislnally  presented  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  C.  J.  Incce- 
soLL,]  they  did  not  pretend  to  determine  on  the 
correctness  of  the  conduct  of  either  the  judge  or 
the  commanding  general;  they  merely  restored  to 
a  public  benefactor  that  which  he  had  paid  into 
the  Treasury;  and  by  so  doing,  they  would  but 
be  following  out  precedents  of  this  Government 
which  had  been  made  on  numerous  occasions. 

What  was  the  character  of  the  amendment  of 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Georgia?  It  bad 
been  charged  that  they  had,  hyena-like,  gone  to 
the  grave  and  disintered  the  mortal  remains  of  the 
deceased  judge;  but  he  asserted  that  it  was  the 
gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side  who,  hyena-like— 
nay,  worse — had  done  this;  for  thatanimal  sought 
only  the  mortal  part  of  man,  while  the  gentlemen 
opposite  were  endeavoring  to  put  in  issue  that 
which  waa-immortal.  He  had  heard  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  [Mr.  Barnard]  talk  of 
"  licking  this  bill  into  shape."  Such  he  did  not 
think  was  the  courteous  language  that  should  be 
addressed  to  the  people's  Representatives  on  this 
floor.  The  gentleman  from  New  York  imputed 
a  degree  of  sycophancy  to  the  honorable  mem- 
bers there,  of  which,  if  such  language  had  beea 
used  out  <f{  this  Hall,  a  different  notice  might 
have  been  taken.  He  was  governed  by  no  such 
motive.  He  came  there  to  vote  with  no  party  on 
any  question  of  this  character;  and  he  absolved 
himself  from  all  party  allegiance  on  those  ques- 
tions on  tlral  floor.  He  was  an  independent  Rep- 
resentative, so  far  as  his  action  on  that  subject 
was  concerned.  An  honorable  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  said  they  wanted  to  make  political 
capital  forMr.|Van  Buren.  Now,  he  did  noteven 
know  that  he  should  vote  for  Mr.  Van  Buren. 
Before  he  did  so,  that  system  of  legalized  plun- 
der now  put  upon  this  countfy  must  be  removed. 
Something  had  been  said  about  the  hickory  and 
misletoe,  but  it  did  not  possess  even  the  merit  of 
originality;  for  it  was  but  a  part  of  the  declama- 
tion of  1840  that  was  belched  forth  again  with 
additional  vituperation. 

The  suspension  of  the  habtia  corpus,  which 
had  ever  been  recognized  under  all  free  govern- 
ments as  the  bulwark  of  liberty, could  only  lake 
place  in  cases  of  rebellion  or  invasion — when  the 
public  safety  absolutely  required  it  to  be  suspend- 
ed. That  was  the  limitation;  and  it  was  import- 
ant to  contemplate  another  point,  viz:  that  (be 
Constitution  secures  to  every  State  a  republican 
form  of  government.  He  admitted  that  there 
were  but  few  cases  which  would  authorize  a 
commander  in  this  country  to  suspend  the  writ 
of  habeas  corpus.  But  there  were  such  cases, 
and  they  were  above  all  law;  they  existed  ante- 
cedent to  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  and 
the  formation  of  the  Government.  He  contended 
that  the  facts,  as  they  existed  in  this  case,  fully 
justified  General  Jackson;  and  the , gentleman 
might  as  well  attempt  to  turn  the  course  of  the 
Mississippi,  as  to  endeavor  to  alter  the  public 
verdict  which  had  been  rendered  by  seventeen 
Slates  of  this  Union  in  justification  of  General 
Jackson. 

In  regard  to  the  doctrine  of  contempt  of  court 
to  which  the  gentleman  had  alluded,  the  charges 
must  be  specific?  A  bill  of  discovery  could  not 
be  filed,  to  make  a  man  give  evidence  agains' 
himself;  and  General  Jackson  was  properly  sup 
ported  by  the  law  and  the  Constitution  when  he 
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refused  to  answer  to  the  interrogatories  wh  icb  were 
propounded  to  him.  Besides,  General  Jackson 
acted  upon  the  adTice  of  a  lawyer,  and  that  ough  t 
to  excuse  him  before  this  House.  Suppose  Gen- 
eral Jackson  were  arraij^ned  before  a  jury  to  an- 
swer the  charge  of  false  imprisonment;  was  there 
a  jury  on  the  face  of  the  earth  that  could  render 
a  verdict  against  him  upon  the  testimony  which 
has  been  adduced  ?    A  jury  could  not  do  it. 

The  first  great  question  to  be  decided  was,  did 
the  circumstances  in  which  Genera!  Jackson  was 
placed  present  such  an  extremity  as  authorized 
the  declaration  of  martial  law?  This  being  the 
case,  Judge  Hall  had  no  right  to  enter  within  the 
limits  of  the  camp  with  his  writ  of  Aa6eaj  corpus. 
There  could  be  no  contempt  offered  him,  because 
he  had  no  right  to  go  there  with  his  writ;  the 
ciTtl  authority  had  been  suspended;  and  when  he 
attempted  to  interfere  with  the  discipline  of  the 
camp,  he  was  an  intruder,  and  should  have  been 
treated  precisely  as  he  was  treated. 

With  respect  to  the  judiciary,  he  disclaimed 
any  intention  of  speaking  lightly  of  that  depart- 
ment of  the  Government.  In  his  opinion,  it  was 
the  right  arm  of  the  Government.  Destroy  the 
judiciary,  and  its  balance  would  be  lost. 

As  for  himself,  he  would  vote  for  the  bill  pre- 
cisely as  it  was  introduced  by  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania.  He  was  not  prepared  to  say  that 
Judge  Hall  did  not  act  from  correct  motives;  and 
he  would  not,  therefore,  vote  for  anything  which 
would  serve  to  throw  discredit  on  his  memory. 

Mr.  STEENRODsaid  he  did  not  think  it  was 
the  design  of  the  Democratic  party  in  that  House, 
as  had  been  said  by  gentlemen  on  the  other  side, 
to  make  of  this  bill  political  capital.  He  could 
answer  for  himself,  and  he  thought  he  might  also 
answer  for  the  party,  that  they  nad  no  such  mo- 
tives as  those  attributed  to  them.  But  what  mo- 
tives ought  to  be  attributed  to  those  gentlemen 
who  declared  they  would  vote  for  the  bill,  and  yet 
made  speeches  against  it?  What  capital  was 
likely  to  be  made  by  the  Democratic  parly  out  of 
th  is  bill  ?  The  last  Whig  Congress  refused  to  pass 
the  bill,  because  there  were  amendments;  and 
now  the  Democratic  party  were  to  make  capital 
by  passing  the  bill  without  amendments!  If  the 
bill  should  be  defeated ,  the  everlasting  displeasure 
of  the  people  of  this  country  would  rest  upon  those 
by  whose  means  it  was  defeated; 'for  if  there  was 
any  measure  which  could  come  before  Congress 
which  would  awaken  a  feeling  of  patriotism,  it 
vas  this  one.  General  Jackson  was  too  nearly 
connected  with^lhe  defiinse  and  the  glory  of  this 
country,  to  be  treated  with  indignity.  He  was 
held  too  high  in  the  estimation  of  his  countrymen, 
to  be  neglected  by  the  Representatives  of  the  peo- 
ple in  that  House. 

Mr.  S.  then  took  a  view  of  the  condition  of  the 
city  of  New  Orleans,  the  forces  of  the  enemy  that 
met  it^he  available  means  at  the  general's  dis- 
posal, and  the  difficulties  and  dangers  that  he  had 
to  encounter,  to  show  how  imperative  it  was  on 
him,  in  order  to  meet  the  great  responsibilities 
that  rested  on  him,  to  exercise  the  greatest  firm- 
itess  and  vigor  to  arrest  treason  and  disaffection, 
and  prevent  it  from  spreading.  He  showed  that 
at  the  time  Louallier  was  arrested.  General  Jack-, 
son's  army  had  been  greatly  reduced  by  deser- 
tions, by  the  expiration  of  the  men's  service,  and 
by  the  release  of  numbers  availing  themselves  of 
the  certificates  of  the  French  consul ;  and  that  the 
enemy,  so  far  from  having  relinquished  their  de- 
signs on  the  city,  had  refused  to  accede  to  a  truce, 
and  still  meditated  another  blow,  to  retrieve  the 
disgrace  of  their  defeat.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, had  General  Jackson  hesitated  in  assum- 
ing the  responsibilities  he  did,  his  army  might 
have  been  dispersed,  and  the  city  left  defense- 
less. 

Mr.  SEVERANCE  briefly  opposed  the  bill ,  and 
declared  that  he  did  so  on  principle.  He  denied 
the  power  of  General  Jackson  to  declare  martial 
bw,  and  that,  consequently  he  exceeded  his  au- 
thority in  imprisoning  Louallier  and  Judge  Hall. 
He  contended  that  Judge  Hall  strictly  did  his  duty 
asa  just  judge.  He  cared  not  whether  the  judge 
was  born  in  England,  Ireland,  or  Africa;  he  gave 
ajust judgment,  such  as  should  have  been  given 
by  an  American  judge;  and  he  should ,  by  his  vote, 
show  his  approbation  of  his  conduct.  He  would 
never  consent  that  a  military  commander  should 
assume  to  himself  the  power  of  suspending  the 
writ  of  habeas  corpus,  when  the  Constitution  does 


not  even  allow  Congress  to  do  it,  except  in  cases 
of  rebtellion  or  invasion. 

Mr.  HALE  addressed  the  House  for  a  few 
minutes  in  support  of  the  bill,  going  over  the 
ground  on  which  he  stood  in  giving  his  vote  in 
favor  of  this  bill,  and  then  expressing  himself 
somewhat  pointedly  on  the  difficulty  of  under- 
standing what  was  contempt,  with  illustrations 
by  the  recital  of  punishments  for  contempt.  He 
made  some  other  remarks,  and  concluded  with 
the  observation  that  the  people  were  speaking  on 
this  subject  the  spontaneous  language  of  the  heart. 

Mr.  A.  JOHNSON  next  addressed  the  com- 
mittee, and  spoke  until  the  hour  of  four  o'clock, 
which  was  fixed  by  the  House  to  terminate  de- 
bate. 

Mr.  BARNARD  withdrew  the  amendment 
which  he  had  offered. 

Mr.  FREiMCH  then  proposed  to  amend  the 
original  bill  by  adding  that  General  Jackson,  in 
the  measures  he  adopted  for  the  defense  of  New 
Orleans,  did  nothing  more  than  his  duty;  but  it 
being  decided  by  the  Chairman  to  be  out  of  order 
at  that  time,  Mr.  F.  withdrew  the  motion. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  the  bill  was  re- 
ported to-the  House  without  amendment. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  follow- 
ing amendment  of  Mr.  Stephens; 

Tliat  tlie  num  of  41,000,  tngeUier  with  iniereii  thereon, 
at  tlie  rnie  nftiix  per  cnnt.  per  annum,  since  the  31t)t  dny  ol' 
March,  1815,  be,  iind  ilic  t<amc  is  hcroby,  given,  Krantod, 
and  appropriated  to  and  for  the  use  and  hunefil  of  General 
Andrew  Jackson  ;  and  the  same  be  paid  to  him  out  of  any 
moneys  in  the  I'reosury  not  othenvise  appropriated ;  it 
beilijt  the  amount  uf  a  One  paid  by  him  for  a  contempt  of 
the  district  court  of  the  United  States  at  New  Orleans,  at 
the  time  arore!*nid:  Prooided,  That  notliing  herein  con- 
tained shall  be  intended  to  be  so  construed  as  to  imply  any 
censure  upon  the  judge  who  imposed  said  line,  or  in  any 
way  to  quesUon  the  propriety  of  liis  decision  in  said  case. 

The  amendment  was  negatived — ayes  3d,  noes 
122. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  then  moved  the  previous 
question;  but  said  he  would  withdraw  his  motion 
for  the  previous  question,  in  order  togive  thegen- 
tleraan  from  Georgia  an  opportunity  to  offer  his 
amendment  ns  a  substitute,  provided  he  desired 
to  debate  the  qtiestion. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  thanked  the  gentleman  for 
his  courtesy.  He  had  been  endeavoring  to  get 
the  floor  for  the  purpose  of  offering  some  reasons 
why  his  amendment  should  bcsubstiluted,  but  he 
had  not  succeeded . 

Mr.  SCHENCK  said  he  hoped  an  opportunity 
would  be  given  to  record  their  votes  upon  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia. 

The  demand  for  the  previous  question  having 
been  seconded,  the  main  question,  which  was 
upon  the  engrossment  of  the  bill,  was  then  put 
and  carried. 

Upon  the  passage  of  the  bill,  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  onUrcd;  and,  being  taken,  resulted — yeas 
158,  nays  28;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Ashe.  Barringer,  Ocardsley, 
Belser,  Benton,  Bidlack,  Edward  J.  Black,  James  Black, 
James  A.  Black,  DIackwell,  Bossier,  Bower,  Itowlin,  Boyd, 
Jacob  BrinkerhoO',  Brodhead,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Milton 
Bniwn,  William  J.  Brown,  BulHn^lon,  Burke,  Bun,  Cald- 
well, (.Campbell,  Cary, Catlin,  Reuben  Chapman.  Augustus 

A.  Chapman,  Chilton,  Ctin*tnan,  Clinloii,  Cobb,  Coles, 
Cross,  Cullom,  Dana,  Daniel,  Kichard  D.  Davis,  John  W. 
Davis,  Dawson,  Dean,  Delwrry,  Delict,  Dickey,  Dickinnou, 
Dillingham,  Douglas,  Duncan,  Uunlap,  Ellis,  Elmer,  Far- 
lee,  Ficklin,  Florence,  Poster,  French,  Frick,  Gilmer,  Wil- 
lis Green,  Byrajn  Green,  Hale,  Hamlin,  Ilonimelt,  Haralson, 
Ifardin,  Hays,  Henley,  llerriek.  Holmes,  Hoge,  Houston, 
Hulmrd,  Hubbcll,  Hughes,  >{utiKerford,  James  B.  flunt, 
Charles  J.  Ingersotl,  Irvin,  Jameson,  Ctvc  Johnson,  Perley 

B.  Johnson,  Andrew  Johnson,  Georire  W.  Jones,  Kennedy, 
I'restun  King,  Kirkpatrick,  Labranche,  Leonard,  Lewis, 
Lucas,  Lumpkin,  Lynn,  McCauslen,  .Maebiy,  McClelland, 
McClernand,  McCnnnell,  McDowell,  McKay,  Mathews, 
Edward  J.  Morris,  Joseph  Morris,  Murpliy,  Nes,  Newton, 
Norris,  Owen,  i'armenler,  Patterson,  Payne,  Peyton,  Elislin 
R.  Potter,  Emery  D.  Potter,  Pratt. RamRev,ltathbun,Almon 
H.  Read,  Charles  M.  tlecd.  David  S.  Ke'id,  Reding,  Relfe, 
Ititter,  Rogers,  Russell,  St.  John,  Sample,  Saunders,  Senter, 
Thomas  H.  Seymour,  David  L.  Seymour,  Simons,  Sinip- 
snn,  Slidell.  John  T.  Smith,  Thomas  Smith.  Robert  Smith, 
Steenrod,  Stetson,  Andrew  Stewart,  John  Stewart,  Styles, 
Stone,  Slmi^,Sykcs,  Taylor, Thomasson, Thompson,  Tib- 
batts,  Weller,  VVentwnrlh,  Whcatnn,  While,  Williams, 
Wilkins,  Woodward.  Joseph  A.  VVriglll,  and  Yost— 158. 

NAYS  —  Messrs.  Adams,  Barnard,  Jeremiah  Brown, 
Carroll,  Cbappell,  Cranston,  Garrett  Davis,  Fish,  Foot, 
Oiddings',  Grider.  Hudson,  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll,  Jenks, 
Daniel  P.  King,  Mellvuine,  Morse,  Moscley,  Pbosnix,  Rod- 
ney, Schenck.  Severance,  Tilden,  Tyler, Vance, Vaiimeter, 
VMiton,  and  Winthrop-^26. 

Mr.  BIDLACK-  then  moved  a  reconsideration 
of  the  vote  upon  the  passage  of  the  bill.  He  did 
not  rise  to  continue  the  debate,  but  to  endeavor 
to  put  an  end  to  it,  by  making  a  motion  which 


I  he  had  no  recollection  of  ever  making  before,  and 
I  for  which  he  very  seldom  voted.  As  he  was  about 
I  to  submit  a  motion  for  the  previous  question,  it 
j  would  be  in  bad  taste  to  precede  it  with  a  speech, 
i  But  he  felt  bound  to  answer  one  question  which 
had  been  reiterated  until  he  was  tired  of  its  rcpe- 
'  tition.     It  had  been  often  demanded,  with  much 
emphasis,  why  the  dominant  parly  had  so  long 
delayed  this  act  of  justice  ?  why  we  had  so  long 
'  slumbered  over  this  matter?    To  all  this,  there 
was  one  plain  and  natural  answer.    It  was  sup- 
posed that  by  some  means  the  party  politically 
opposed  to  General  Jackson  might  get  into  power, 
even  during  his  life  time,  and  that  it  would  be 
'  good  taste  for  them  to  have  the  opportunity  to 
show  their  magnanimity  on  this  question.   They 
'.  have  had  the  opportunity,  and  have  failed,  or 
'  rather  refused  to  embrace  it,  and  we  are  under  no 
obligations  to  wait  any  longer.    They  can  never 
expect  to  have  anjr  other  chance,  and  must  not 
'  comfilain  if  we  do  it  ourselves.    The  sooner  we 
,  do  it  now  the  belter,  and  I  therefore  call  the  pre- 
vious question. 
,      The  demand  for  the  previous  question  having 
been  seconded,  and  the  main  question  ordered. 
The  question  on  reconsideration  was  taken, 
;  and  rejected  without  a  division. 
I      The  House  then  adjourned. 


j  The  following  notices  of  petitions  presented  to-day  wers 
'  handed  to  the  reporters  by  tbc  members  presenting  tliem : 
DyMr.  ItELFE:  The  petition  of  Adam  L.  Mills,  for  pay- 
ment of  moneys  withheld  from  him  by  the  Post  Otfice  De- 
j  partment,  for  carrying  tlie  United  States  mail ;  whlcb  nas 
I  referred  In  iliu  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
{  Roads. 

By  Mr.  KING,  of  New  York  :  Tlie  petition  of  inhabiunts 
{  of  St.  Lawrence  county.  New  York,  for  a  revision  of  tlie 
-  rates  of  postage. 

!  By  Mr.  HAMLIN:  Tile  petition  of  Abnor  Taylor  h  Co. 
'  and  sixty-two  other  tirms,  and  Daniel  A.  Stone  and  ninety- 
'  two  others,  all  mLirchants  of  Bangor,  Maine,  to  liave  Bau- 
I  gor  established  ns  a  port  of  entry  and  cleamiice;  whicii 
I  waa  referred  to  llie  Committee  on  Commerce. 

By  Mr.  LABRANCHE:  The  petitions  of  cilizcns  nf  the 
I  parishes  of  Terrcl>onne,Ascention,and  Donaldsnnville,Stal« 
i  of  Louisiana,  remonstrating  against  the  removal  of  the  sur- 
'  veyor  general 's  ofHce  Ironi  Donald'onviUe  to  Baton  Rouge ; 

which  was  referred  to  tlie  Cotnmiuec  on  Puhlic'Lands. 
I  By  Mr.  WRIGHT,  nf  Indiana:  The  petllion  nf  i:.  G. 
!  Morehouse  and  sixty-five  others,  citizens  of  Indiana  and 
I  Illinois,  praying  that  the  t;on^rcsB  of  the  United  Slates 
I  would  grant  to  ihe  State  nrindiann  the  vacant  lands  in  ths 
j  Vineeimes  land  district,  in  Indiana,  for  the  continuation  of 
the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal  fmni  Terra  Haute  to  Evaus- 
ville,  on  the  Ohio  river. 

By  Mr.  S.\MPLE :  The  petition  of  John  Francis  and  one 
thousand  two  hundred  and  sixly-Ave  others,  ciliEens  of 
northern  Indiana,  praying  that  Congress,  at  an  early  day, 
will  make  adequate  and  suitabl-;  appropriation  for  coiitinu 
ing  tlie  con-»truction  of  the  harbor  at  Michigan  City,  on 
Lake  Michigan,  in  ilie  State  of  Indiana. 

By  Mr.  WELLER:  The  petition  of  Hiram  MeNnIt  and 
two  hundred  and  twenty  nlliers,  cilicens  of  tlic  southeast 
cm  part  of  Ohio,  praying  Congress  to  make  an  appropria 
tioii  for  the  coniiimntiou  of  the  Cumberland  road;  whicb 
was  relerred  to  the  Ciimmillee  on  Rnad^  and  i.'anals. 

By  Mr.SMlTH, of  Illinois:  The  pelitimi  of  John  Bonch- 
or,  a  soldier  in  the  laie  war,  praying  arrears  of  pension; 
whicli  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions 
Also,  the  peiiiion  of  William  McCauley,  a  soldier  in  the 
late  war,  pntying  a  pension :  wliicti  was  referred  to  ttie 
Commitlce  on  Invalid  l*ensions. 

By  Mr.  PHCENIX ;  The  memorial  of  stock  owners,  mer- 
chant--*, and  uaders,  in  tlie  ciiy  of  New  York,  asking  for 
the  extension  of  the  privilege  of  drawback  ;  which  was  re- 
ferred in  Uicl^^ommittee  on  Commerce,  together  with  Uie 
papers  on  tile  relating  to  that  subject. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Louis  Struller,  for  return  of  duties, 
Btc.j  improperly  made  by  Seigert&  Struller,  of  New  York; 
which  W.1S  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Also,  the  memorial  and  peiiiinn  of  merchants  .-nd  man- 
ufacturers in  the  city  of  New  York,  asking  for  a  modifica- 
tion of  the  rates  of  duties  on  such  articles  as  shall  seem 
compatible  with  the  best  interests  of  the  country ;  wliicb 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

By  Mr.  DODGE :  Six  petitions,  nninerously  signeri,-nsk- 
ing  Congress  to  establish  a  mail  route  from  Prairieville, 
Wisconsin  Territory,  via  Genesee,  NorUi  Prairie,  Eagle 
Prairie,  White  Water,  Port  Atkinson, afld  Snell's  LaLe,  to 
Madison,  the  seat  of  government  in  said  Territory ;  whicli 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  tile  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads. 

Also,  two  petitions,  askijig  Congress  to  establish  a  mail 
route  iVoni  Mcqnanago,  via  Eagle  Prairie,  While  Water, 
and  Port  Atkinson,  to  Madisjn,  the  seat  of  government; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ibe  Pott  Office  anil 
PoMBoads. 

Also,  two  memorials,  numerously  signed  by  the  citizens 
of  the  Territory,  asking  Congress  for  an  appropriation  for  a 
road  from  Sheboygan,  via  Winnebago  Inlce,  to  Pnn  river; 
also,  for  an  appropriation  for  that  part  of  the  United  States 
road  between  Fond  du  Lac  and  Green  Bay;  which  were 
referred  to  the  Conimitlee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Also,  a  petition  of  ihe  inhabitants  of  Racine  county,  ask- 
ing Congress  for  an  appropriation  for  a  harlior  at  ihe  moutb 
of  Root  river,  town  of  R.icine,  Territory  of  Wisconsin ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Couiniittee  on  i^nmnieree. 

Also, the  petition  >f  Joseph  Dinen, of  Grantcounty, Ter- 
ritory of  Wisconsin,  for  back  pcosiou,  for  a  wound  received 
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in  Ibe  wrvice  of  the  United  Sutea ;  which  waa  rererrod  to 
the  Committee  on  Invalid  Fenoions. 

Also,  the  petition  or  Jamp«  B.  Eit'n,  of  Iowa  county, Ter- 
ritory of  Wisconsin.  a«l(ini;  Congrew  for  reinnnerntion  for 
property  destroyed  and  services  rendered  tlie  United  States 
durint)  the  Sac  and  Foi  war  of  1833 ;  wiiicb  wu  referred 
to  the  Committee  ofClaims. 

Also,  tile  petition  of  Roiana  Evaiu,  askinx  Congrcsg  lo 
naJce  an  appropriation  to  remunerate  her  for  the  loss  of 

froperty  destroyed  by  the  British,  on  the  13th  of  December, 
813,  at  I.ewisibwn,  in  the  Sate  of  New  Vork ;  which  wu 
referred  to  the  Coinraitice  ofClaims. 

Also,  the  petillon  of  John  McNear.  a.<king  CongrCM  to 
grant  him  a  pension  from  the  time  he  was  wounded  in  the 
Mrrice  of  the  United  Stales,  from  J  uly  31 ,  IKB,  until  March 
8, 1834 ;  which  wa«  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Penaioiu.        

IN  SENATE. 
Tdcsdat,  January  9, 1844. 
Mr.  ScTiEH  appeared  in  his  seat  to-day,  having 
reeorered  from  his  indispoaition. 

PETITIONS,  ETC.      • 

Mr.  STURGEON  presented  a  petition  from 
Samuel  Stokes  and  others,  of  Monroe  and  Car- 
bon counties,  Pennsylvania,  praying  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  mail  route  from  Stroudsburg, 
Monroe  county,  to  I<ehigh  Water  Gap,  in  Car- 
bon county.  Also,  a  petition  from  inhabitants 
of  Warren  county,  Pennsylvania,  praying  for  a 
reduction  of  the  rates  of  postage;  which  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

Also,  a  petition  from  citizens  of  Pennsylvania, 
asking  for  an  appropriation  for  the  completion  of 
the  works  for  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of 
Erie;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

Also,  a  petition  from  Jesse  Biddle,  a  soldier  in 
the  late  war,  praying  for  a  pension;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  CHOATE  presented  a  petition  from 
Charles  Crocker  and  others,  of  the  Stale  of  Mas- 
8aebusetta,suggesting  alterations  and  a  reduction 
in  the  rates  of  postage;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  presented  a  petition  from  in- 
habitants of  Pennsylvania,  praying  for  a  post 
route  from  Washington,  Pennsylvania,  to  Steu- 
benville,  Ohio;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
■nittee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  JARNAGIN  presented  a  memorial  from 
Jordan  L.  Molt,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  accom- 
panied by  a  pamphlet  descriptive  of  stoves,  fur- 
naces, bath  tubs,  and  ventilators,  which  was 
printed  for  the  purpose  of  circulation  through  the 
mail.  He  represents  that  the  postmaster  of  the 
city  of  New  York  decided  that  the  pamphlet  was 
subject  to  letter  postsge.  He  prays  action  by 
Congress  upon  the  subject;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads. 

Mr.  PORTER  presented  s  series  of  resolutions, 
adopted  at  a  public  meeting  of  citizens  of  New 
Buffalo,  on  the  subject  of  the  construction  of  a 
harbor  for  the  protection  of  commerce  on  the 
southeastern  part  of  Lake  Michigan,  and  recom- 
mending New  Buffalo  to  the  conaideration  of  Con- 
gress, and  asking  for  an  appropriation  for  a  har- 
bor there;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  Julius  Eldred,  praying 
Congress  to  indemnify  him  for  the  copper  mass 
recently  transported  from  Lake  Superior  to  Wash- 
ington city,  which  he  said  was  found  on  land 
occupied  by  him  previous  to  its  cession  to  the 
United  States  by  the  Indians.  He  represents  that 
an  officer,  under  the  direction  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment, took  possession  of  it.  He  prays  that, 
unless  the  Gorwnment  compensate  him  for  the 
copper,  and  the  expenses  attending  its  removal, 
be  may  be  put  in  possession  of  it  again;  which 
was  referreti  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  WOODBRlDGEpreaenteda  petition  from 
Eber  S.  Ward,  representing  that  some  error  had 
been  committed  in  a  contract  of  his  for  carrying 
the  mail,  and  asks  that  authority  may  be  conferred 
on  the  Postmaster  General  to  correct  the  error; 
which' was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  ARCHER  presehted  a  petition  from  the 
representatives  of  Dr.  George  Yates,  who  was  a 
surgeon's  mate  in  the  army  of  Washington,  ank- 
ing  for  compensation;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  SEVIER  presented  certain  documents  in 


relation  to  the  claim  of  F.  A.  Kerr,  for  compen- 
sation for  enrolling  and  subsisting  indigent  In- 
dians; which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  presented  a  memorial, 

adopted  at  a  convention  held  in  the  city  of  New 

I  York  bjr  the  representatives  of  the  claimants  for 

'  indemnity  for  French  spoliations  prior  to  1800; 

which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 

Relations. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 
Mr.  SEMPLE,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to 

frant  a  portion  of  the  public  lands  to  the  State  of 
llinois,  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  the  comple- 
tion of  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  canal;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  TAPPAN,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to 
repeal  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  amend  the  act  of 
the  20th  March,  1838,  entitled  an  act  changing 
the  time  of  holding  tlie  circuit  and  district  courts 
of  the  State  of  Ohio ;  which  was  read ,  and  ordered 
to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  PHELPS,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to 
repeal  the  act  approved  the  3.1d  August,  1842, 
entitled  an  act  to  provide  for  the  satisfaction  of 
claims  arising  under  the  fourteenth  and  nineteenth 
articles  of  the  treaty  of  Dancing  Rabbit  creek, 
concluded  in  September,  1832;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs. 

Mr.  MILLER,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  reg- 
ulating the  issuing  and  return  of  writs  and  other 
Processes  in  the  county  of  Alexandria,  in  the 
listrict  of  Columbia;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Co- 
I  lumbia. 

I     Mr.  SEMPLE,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to 

extend  the  national  road  to  the  city  of  Alton,  on 

I  the  Mississippi  river;  which  was  read  twice,  and 

I  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

NOTICES  OF  BILLS. 
I  Mr.  FULTON  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on 
I  to-morrow,  luk  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  sur- 
!  render  to  the  States  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas 
I  certain  public  lands,  reported  to  be  not  worth  the 
1  expense  of  survey,  for  the  purpose  of  increasing 
the  value  of  other  public  lands. 

Mr.  JARNAGIN  gave  notice  that  he  would, 
on  to-morrow,  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  in- 
crease the  salary  of  the  district  judge  of  eastern, 
middle,  and  western  Tennessee. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 
Mr.  HENDERSON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claim?,  reported  back,  with  amend- 
ments, the  bill  for  the  adjustment  of  land  claims 
in  the  States  of  MIssissippi,l..ouisiana,  Alabama, 
and  Arkansas. 
The  amendments  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 
Mr.   FAIRFIELD,  from   the  Committee  on 
Printing,  reported  in  favor  of  printing  certain 
reports. 

.  THE  COMPROMISE  ACT. 
Mr.  EVANS,from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  which  had  been  referred  the  bill  lo  revive  the 
act  of  the  2d  March,  1833,  usually  called  the  com- 
promise act,  and  to  modify  the  existing  duties 
upon  foreign  imports  in  conformity  to  its  provis- 
I  ions,  slated  that  the  committee  had  had  the  bill 
I  under  consideration ;  and  that  a  majority  of  them 
I  had  instructed  him  to  a^  that  it  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject. 
I  The  committee  came  to  this  conclusion  on  the 
'  impression  that  the  bill  could  not  originate  in  the 
I  Senate,  bein^  one,  in  the  meaning  of  the  Consti- 
tution, to  raise  revenue.     Supposing  that  there 
might  be  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  Senate, 
I  and  especially  on  the  part  of  the  Senator  [Mr. 
McDorriE]  who  introduced  the  bill,  to  discuss 
this  question,  the  committee  had  instructed  him 
to  report  a  resolution  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Senate.    The  resolution  was  read,  as  follows: 

Raohed,  That  the  bill  entitled  "A  bill  to  revive  the  act 
of  the  a<l  March,  1833,  usually  called  Ihe  compromise  act, 

!  and  to  modify  the  exiotiiig  duties  upon  foreign  imports  in 
conformity  with  its  provi*iuns,'*  is  a  bill  for  raisinsTevenue 
within  th«*  meatiingof  the  seventh  section  of  llieUrst article 
of  the  Constitution,  and  cannot  therefore  orisioate  in  the 
Senate :  Therefore, 

j      Raolved,  That  it  be  indeflnitely  ^iponed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  the  consideration 

I  of  the  resolution  was  postponed  till  Thursday 
next,  and  it  was  made  a  special  order  for  that 


day;  and  the  bill  and  resolutions  were  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  it  was  or- 
dered that  the  petition  of  Warren  Kingsley  be 
taken  from  the  files  of  the  Senate,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

LEASES  OF  LEAD  MINES. 

Mr.  6REESE  moved  that  the  report  laid  before 
the  Senate  a  few  days  ago,  (on  the  subject  of 
leases  of  the  lead  mines,)  and  the  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  yesterday,  (exhib- 
iting the  number  of  suits  instituted  by  the  United 
States  against  citizens  of  Illinois  and  Wisconsin, 
for  alleged  trespasses  upon  the  public  lands,)  be 
printed.  He  remarked  that  he  contemplated 
some  action  upon  those  reports,  which  was  his 
reason  for  urging  that  they  be  printed.  His 
motion  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Printr 
ing. 

TITLE  TO  OREGON. 

The  resolution  introduced  by  Mr.  Semflc  on 
yesterday  came  up  for  consitleration,  and  was 
read,  as  follows; 

Rnolced,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  i«- 
quested  to  (tive  notice  to  Ihe  Dritish  Government  that  II  is 
the  dcsiroiif  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  annul 
and  abrogate  the  provisions  of  the  third  article  of  the  con- 
vention concluded  between  the  Government  of  Uie  United 
Stales  of  America  and  his  Brilanic  Majesty  the  King  of 
the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  on  Ihe 
aoth  of  October,  1818,  and  indefinitely  continued  by  lb« 
convention  between  the  same  parlies,  signed  at  London, 
liie  6lh  of  August,  1827. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  made  some  remarks  in 
favorof  the  postponement  of  the  resolution,  under 
a  misconception  of  its  reading,  which  were  not 
distinctly  heard. 

Mr.  KING  called  for  the  reading  of  the  reso- 
lution. 

It  was  read. 

Mr.  SEMPLE  said  the  object  of  the  resolution 
was  to  act  immediately;  and  so  far  as  it  waa  in- 
tended to  express  anything,  it  expresses  that 
there  should  be  a  determination  of  the  treaty  in 
which  it  was  agreed  that  there  should  be  a  joint 
occupation  of  the  Oregon  by  the  United  States 
and  England.  So  far  as  regarded  himself,  he 
wished  to  have  the  notice  given,  and  an  end  pat 
to  that  treaty.  The  United  States  cannot  do  it 
in  less  than  t#elve  months;  and  he,  therefore, 
tliought  no  time  should  be  lost.  He  bad  no  par- 
ticular objection  to  act  on  the  suggestion  of  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Connecticut.  He  in- 
tended himself  to  move  a  fimilar  proposition,  as 
he  was  well  aware  that  the  question  was  one  re- 
quiring great  deliberation,  and  one  that  might 
produce  difficulties  between  the  two  nations.  He 
was,  therefore,  willing  that  the  resolution  should 
be  laid  on  the  table  until  some  future  day,  when 
he  would  move  to  take  it  up. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  reinarked  that,  w^n  the 
resolution  was  read,  he  supposed  it  to  have  refer- 
ence to  putting;  an  end  to  some  of  those  treaties 
called  reciprocity  treaties^  which  operated  so  un- 
justly and  unequally  upon  the  .navigating  inter- 
ests of  this  country.  If  he  had  not  mistaken  the 
rcadinsr  of  the  resolution,  he  should  not  have  in- 
jerfered  with  the  honorable  Senator  from  Virginia, 
who  was  at  the  head  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations. 

Mr.  ARCHER  was 'not  aware  of  any  objec- 
tion that  could  be  made  to  the  resolution  on  the 
ground  that  it  could  have  any  action  of  sufficient 
consequence  to  involve  the  peace  of  the  country; 
for  it  appeared  to  him,  if  the  Senate  intended  lo 
go  into  the  subject  of  the  settlement  of  the  title  to 
Oregon,  that  the  course  proposed  by  the  resolu- 
tion should  be  the  initiatory  step.  He  thought  it 
desirable,  however,  as  the  subject  was  one  involv- 
ing very  important  considerations,  that  the  reso- 
lution should  go  to  a  committee  before  final  action 
upon  it.  He  merely  threw  out  this  suggestion, 
not  then  intending  lo  submit  any  such  motioii, 
although  h«  might,  on  a  future  occasion,  find  it 
necessary  to  move  its  reference  to  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations.  He  would  go  for  the  print- 
ing of  the  resolution,  and  the  postponement  to 
another  day. 

Mr.  KING  was  aware  of  the  Tery  important 
nature  of  the  proposed  resolution,  and  of  the  lie- 
cessity  of  giving  to  it  the  calmest  and  most  delib- 
erate consideration;  l>ut,  to  enable  the  Senate  to 
do  so,  he  would  suggest  to  his  honorable  friend 
that,  instead  of  laying  it  on  the  table  to  be  called 
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up  at  a  moment  when  the  Senate  was  not  pre- 
pared for  it  or  expected  it,  he  would  name  a  day 
certain  for  its  consideration.  This  course  would 
enable  the  Senate  to  be  prepared  for  the  question ; 
but  if  laid  on  the  table  as  now  proposed,  it  might 
be  called  on  before  that  body  bnd  lime  to  give  to 
it  the  consideration  it  required.  He  therefore  sug- 
gested that  it  be  made  the  special  order  for  a  dis- 
tant day. 

Mr.  MOREHEAD  concurred  with  the  Sena- 
tor from  Alabama  as  to  the  great  and  calm  delib- 
eration which  this  Question  demanded ;  and  this, 
be  thought,  it  woulJ  best  meet  with  by  the  Sena- 
tor from  Illinois  adopting  a  diRerent  course;  and 
that  course,  he  au'gested,  would  be  a  reference 
of  the  whole  subject  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  in  whase  hands  it  should  remain  until 
the  result  oCthe  pending  or  expected  negotiations 
were  made  known.  Then  there  would  t^  no  diffi- 
culty in  acting  on  the  resolution,  if  so  recom- 
mended, or  in  deferring  it  indefinitely.  He  merely 
rose,  now,  for  the  purpose  of  submitting  the  mo- 
tion for  its  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations. 

Mr.  SEMPLE  said,  although  the  question  of 
reference  was  at  tome  times  of  importance,  he 
did  not  consider  it  necessary  at  the  present. mo- 
ment to  entertain  it.  He  did  not  believe  that  lay- 
ing the  resolution  on  the  table,  to  be  brought  up 
on  a  future  day,  would  be  productive  of  the  in- 
convenience alluded  to  by  the  Senator  from  Ala- 
bama. It  would  not  cause  it  to  be  brought  up 
when  the  Senate  was  unprepared;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  if  a  certain  day  was  named,  and  that 
at  a  distant  period,  (as  weeks  mi|;ht  elapse  be- 
fore it  would  be  ready  for  discussion,)  Senators 
mi^ht,  in  the  interim,  forget  the  day,  and  come 
to  Its  consideration  as  wholly  unprepared  as  if  no 
particular  day  had  been  named.  In  the  latter 
case,  the  remedy  waseimple;  as,  if  not  prepared, 
they  could  defer  it  until  a  day  when  tbev  would 
be.  He  did  not  believe  the  Senate  woula  be  pre- 
pared to  go  on  with  it  for  two  or  three  weeks. 
He  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table  and 
print  it. 

Mr.  WALKER  said  that  if  it  was  in  contem- 
plation, when  the  resolution  came  up  for  consid- 
eration, after  being  laid  upon  the  table,  to  refer 
it  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  he 
thought  the  proper  course  would  be  to  refer  it  at 
once  to  that  committee.  That  course  would  cer- 
tainly be  the  most  expeditious  one.  If  the  reso- 
lation  was  of  so  much  importance,  it  would  be 
best  to  go  before  it  now;  or,  if  it  be  postponed, 
it  should  be  to  some  day  certain,  not  far  ahead. 

Mr.  SEMPLE  said,  if  a  postponement  was 
insisted  on,  he  had  no  objection  to  its  being  made 
a  special  order  for  Monday  next. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  was  understood  to  suggest 
nrhetber  the  entertaining  of  any  resolution  upon 
the  subiect  of  the  Oregon  would  not  be  inconsist- 
ent viui  the  action  of  the  Senate  yesterday,  when 
it  solemnly  decided  they  had  no  right  to  the  in- 
formation desired  by  the  resolution  rejected ;  thus 
tacitly  declaring  that  it  was  not  competent  for  the 
Senate,  in  its  legislative  capacity,  to  call  for  it. 
He  submitted,  with  great  diffidence,  whether,  if 
tbe  Senate  consented  to  entertain  the  question,  ik 
would  not  involve  great  inconsistency  of  action, 
and  violate  the  precedent  established  yesterday  ? 
Believing  that  it  would,  be  moved  that  the  reso- 
lution be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  SEMPLE  said  this  suggestion  would  be 
more  proper  yhen  the  resolution  came  up  for 
consideration.  The  resolution  was  not  now  under 
consideration,  but  tbe  proposition  was  to  post- 
pone its  consideration  till  Monday  next.  The 
time  to  consider  the  suggestions  of  the  honorable 
Senator  from  North  Carolina  would  be  when  tbe 
resolution  came  up  on  its  merits.  He  much  pre- 
ferred that  the  resolution  should  be  postponed  till 
Monday  next,  and  then  the  proposition  to  post- 
pone indefinitely  could  be  entertained.  But  if 
the  gentleman  persisted  in  his  motion,  he  would 
demand  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  suggested  to  the  Senator 
from  North  Carolina,  thai  it  would  be  better  not 
to  press  his  motion;  it  could  as  well  be  brought 
forward  on  Monday;  the  interim  would  give  to 
Senators  time  to  think.  For  his  own  part,  he  was 
Rsdy  at  all  times  to  give  his  advice  for  annulling 
tbe  treaty  in  question;  it  ought  to  have  been  done 
long  since.  Certainly,  to  give  the  notice  required 
by  the  treaty,  could  not  luve  an  injurious  bear- 


ing upon  the  negotiations  about  to  be  started  upon 
this  question.  He  did  not  know  that  the  further 
consideration  of  the  subject  was  wholly  uncalled 
for,  as,  for  all  he  knew,  the  notice  may  have  been 
already  given.  Whether  they  should  give  their 
advice  in  legislative  or  executive  session,  was 
another  question.  He  hoped  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator would  withdraw  his  motion,  and  allow  the 
consideration  of  the  resolution  to  stand  over  till 
Monday. 

After  a  few  further  remarks  by  Messrs.  RIVES, 
ARCHER,  MOREHEAD,  MERRICK,  and 
HAYWOOD,  upon  the  subject,  the  latter  gen- 
tleman withdrew  his  motion  for  the  indefinite 
postponement  of  the  resolution;  at  the  same  time 

fiving  notice  that,  if  his  mind  was  not  changed 
efore  it  again  came  up  for  consideration,  he 
would  introduce  a  resolution  embodying  his  opin- 
ion on  the  question  he  had  started. 
..  The  question  was  then  taken  on  postponing  the 
further  consideration  of  the  resolution  till  Mon- 
day next,  and  carried  in  the  affirmative. 

PENSION  or  INDIAN'S. 

The  fallowing  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr. 
Allen  yesterday,  came  up  in  order,  and  was 
adopted: 

Remlvei,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Slates  be  re- 
;  quested  to  inform  the  Senate,  it'  in  his  power  so  to  do, 
'  nhelhcr  any  of  tlie  Indian  trilies,  or  any  of  the  Indians 
resident  witilin  tlie  territorial  limits  of  tlie  United  States, 
are  in  tlie  receipt,  perintlically  or  occasionally,  of  any  pen- 
sion, pay,  or  present,  in  money  or  other  things,  from  the 
Drltlsli  Government ;  and  if  so.  he  be  requested  to  stale  the 
particulars  ;  also,  whether  Ihe  Government  of  the  United 
States  have  had  any  correspondence  with  the  British  Gov- 
ernment in  relation  to  tiiat  matter ;  and,  in  Uiat  event,  that 
he  be  requested  lo  lay  before  the  Saoate  a  copy  of  such  cor- 
respondence. 

GENERAL  JACKSON's  FINE. 

A  message  wss  received  from  \he  House  in- 
forming the  Senate  of  the  passage  of  the  bill  to 
refund  the  fine  imposed  on  General  Jackson, 
and  asking  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate  in  the 
same. 

The  bill  was  taken  up;  and,  being  read  twice, 
was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  WALKER,  referred  to 
tbe  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 
IRA  DAT. 

The  ndverae  report  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  on  the  claim  of  Ira 
Day,  came  up  for  consideration;  but  was,  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  UPHAM,  laid  on  the  table. 
EXECUTIVE  SESSION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  the  Sen- 
ate proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  executive 
business;  and  after  some  time  spent  .therein,  the 
Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 

TuEsoAT,  Jitnuory  9,  1844. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

NOTICES  OF  BILLS. 

Mr.  HOGE  gave  notice  that  he  would,  at  an 
early  day,  introduce  a  bill  providing  for  the  im- 
mediate sale  of  the  reservetl  unsold  lands  of  the 
Government  upon  the  Upper  Mississippi,  and 
for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  H.  also  gave  notice  that  he  would  intro- 
duce a  bill  to  establish  a  port  of  entry  at  the  city 
of  Galena,  in  the  State  of  Illinois. 

Mr.  S.MITH,  of  Illinois,  gave  notice  for  leave 
to  introduce  bills  with  the  following  titles: 

A  bill  to  create  the  city  of  Alton  a  port  of 
entry; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Pierre  McNard ,  the  legal 
representative  of  Antoiiie  Peltiers  and  Joseph 
Placy;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  David  A^Eenson 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH,  in  pursuance  of  notice 
hereinfore  given,  introduced  a  bill  granting  an 
additional  quantity  of  land  to  the  Slate  of  Illi- 
nois to  aid.  in  the  completion  of  the  Illinois  and 
Michigan  canal. 

Mr.  TIBBATTS,  on  leave,  and  in  pursuance 
of  notice  given,  introduced  a  bill  to  authorize  the 
purchase  of  the  residue  of  the  stock  held  by  in- 
dividual stockholders  in  the  Louisville  and  Port- 
land Canal  Company,  and  to  make  the  navigation 
of  said  canal  free  from  toll;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  Commerce. 


Mr.  DEAN,  in  pureuance  of  notice  heretofore 
given,  introduced  a  bill  to  reduce  and  regulate  (ha 
compensation  of  tbe  members  of  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States, 
and  of  the  Delegates  oftlie  Territories,  and  certain 
officers  and  other  peraons  in  the  pay  and  service 
of  the  Federal  Government;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  the  select  committee  on  retrench- 
ment. 

Mr.  BIDLACK,  in  pursuance  of  notice  hereto- 
fore given,  introduced  a  bill  for  the  establishment 
of  a  national  foundery  for  the  fabrication  of  can- 
non for  the  use  of  the  Army  and  Navy  of  the 
United  States;  which  was  referred  to  aselect  com- 
mittee. 

REPORTS  PROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  SLIDELL,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  made  a  report  upon  the  petition  of 
citizens  of  Louisiana,  accompanied  by  a  bill  (No. 
23)  to  provide  for  the  adjustment  of  land  claiips 
within  the  States  of  Missouri,  Arkansas,  Louis- 
iana, and  the  Territory  of  Iowa,  &c.,  in  those 
parts  of  the  States  of  Mississippi  and  Alabama 
south  of  the  thirty-first  degree  of  north  latitude, 
and  between  the  Mississippi  and  Perdido  rivers; 
which  was  read  and  committed  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSO.LL,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  (No.  26)  to 
fix  the  value  of  the  florin  of  Austria  at  (he  custom- 
houses  of  the  United  States;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  to-morrow. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HUNT,  the  following  reso- 
lution was  adopted: 

Reaotved,  That  Ihe  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to  com- 
municate 10  this  House  a  statement  showing  the  amount 
heretofore  expended  in  improving  Ihe  Oak  Orchard  harbor, 
in  the  Slate  of  New  York,  wiUi  an  estimate  of  the  amount 
required  to  complete  Ihe  same ;  and  that  he  also  communi- 
cate such  information  as  may  be  in  his  possession  respect- 
ing tlie  quanuty  and  condluon  of  the  material  purchased 
by  the  Government,  for  the  prosecuiion  of  (aid  improve- 
meoU 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PAYNE,  the  following  res- 
olution was  adopted: 

Rtnhtd,  That  Ihe  Commiuee  on  Pensions  b«  Instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  for  (be  mors  ad- 
equate compensation  of  pension  agents. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HOGE,  it  was 

Renlved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  rrqneated  to 
communicate  to  this  House  a  copy  of  the  report  of  Captain 
William  A.  Bell,  of  tbe  ordnance  bureau,  in  the  fall  of  1849, 
upon  the  lubjoci  of  the  mineral  lauds  of  the  Upper  Miaals- 
sippi. 

RULES  OF  THE  HOUSE.' 

Mr.McDO  WELL  rose  for  (he  purpose  of  offer- 
ing a  resolution:  when 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  caUed  for  the  ordera  of  the 
day. 

Mr.  BARNARD  desired  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  House  to  pass  a  resolution,  which  had 
been  oflered  by  him  a  few  days  ago,  calling  upon 
(he  Secretary  of  Wai*  for  information  which  was 
now  wanted  by  the  Committee  of  Way*  and 
Means. 

The  SPEAKER  remarked  that  the  gentlemaa 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  McDowell]  was  in  possession 
of  the  floor  when  the  order  of  the  day  was  called 
by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee. 

Mr.  WISE  inquired  of  the  Speaker  whether  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Rules  was  the  sub- 
ject firat  in  order?  Being  answered  in  tbe  affirm- 
ative, 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  had  a  request  to  make; 
which  was,  that  he  might  be  permitted  to  submit 
a  minority  report. 

Mr.  ADAMS  repeated  the  call  which  had  been 
made  by  Mr.  C.  JoHHsov  for  the  orders  of  the 
day.  The  question  had  been  postponed  and  staved 
off  for  a  week  past.  Two  motions  were  now- 
pending  in  relation  to  the  report  of  the  committee: 
and  now,  after  there  had  been  discussion  upon 
those  motions,  a  further  delay  was  desired  by  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  for  the  purpose  of  al- 
lowing him  and  other  members  of  the  committee 
to  make  a  minority  report.  He  thought  it  was 
certainly  a  very  unusual  request. 

Mr.  WISE  said  the  gentleman  misapprehended 
him.  He  did  not  ask  for  any  ppstponement.  He 
only  asked  tbe  leave  of  the  House  to  put  in  a  re- 
port. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said,  if  it  would  occasion  no  de- 
lay, he  bad  no  sort  of  objection  that  the  gentle- 
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man  shonid  hnvc  leave  to  put  in  his  report,  but 
the  pending  question  beirfg  for  the  recommitment 
of  the  report,  if  (hat  motion  should  be  decided 
affirmatively,  the  gentleman  wrould  not  be  under 
the  necessity  of  making  a  minority  report;  be- 
cause the  commitment  would  throw  the  matter 
back  before  the  committee. 

Leave  was  granted  to  introduce  the  minority 
report;  and  the  House  then  proceeded  to  the  con- 
siaeration  of  the  order  of  the  day. 

Mr.  A.  V.  BROWN,  who  had  the  floor,  ob- 
served that  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  [Mr.  Wise,]  to  submit  a  minority  re- 
port, in  his  humble  judgment  greatly  aiTected  the 
aucstion  before  the  House;  and  he  had  strong 
oubts  whether  it  would  not  be  even  belter  to 
postpone  any  further  action  on  the  subject  till 
such  lime  when  the  whole  of  it  should  be  before 
them. 

Mr.  CLINTON  observed  that  if  the  gentleman 
would  give  way,  he'would  move  to  postpone  the 
further  consideration  of  the  subject  till  the  33d 
of  this  month. 

Mr.  ELMER  inquired  whether  the  motion 
would  not  require  a  vote  of  two  thirds ! 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  it  would  not. 

Mr.  A  DAMS.  Not  toke  a  vote  of  two  thirds, 
Mr.  Speaker,  to  postpone  to  a  day  certain  ? 

The  SPEAKER  thought  it  would  not. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  The  proposition  is  to  postpone 
to  a  day  certain — this  day  two  weeks.  Does  the 
Chair  think  this  proposition  to  change  the  order 
of.  business,  which  has  been  taken  up  by  a  vole 
of  two  thirds,  can  be  carried  by  a  majority.' 

The  SPEAKER  thought  that  when  a  subject 
'Was  under  consideration  by  the  House,  though  it 
mighl'be  a  special  order,  its  further  consideration 
might  be  postponed  by  a  majority  vote.  The 
subject,  however,  would  not  lose  its  character  of 
a  special  order;  though  the  House  could  at  any 
lime,  by  a  majority,  postpone  the  order  of  busi- 
ness. 

Mr.  ADAMS  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the 
Chair. 

The  SPEAKER  said  he  could  refer  the  gentle- 
man to  at  least  thirty  cases  in  which  the  House, 
by  a  majority,  had  postponed  a  special  order. 

Mr.  ADAMS  knew  of  no  such  cases.  He 
Ihoiighl  the  position  of  the  Speaker  destroyed 
totally  the  rule  which  required  a  vote  of  two 
thirds  to  change  the  order  of  business. 

Mr.  VINTON  inquired  whether  this  proposi- 
tion, if  postponed,  would  require  a'  vote  of  two 
thirds  to  take  it  up. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  proposition,  if  post- 
poned, will  come  up  on  the  day  to  which  it  may 
De  postponed  as  the  special  order. 

Mr.  WHIl'E  addressed  the  Chair  in  favor  of 
the  appeal,  and  in  opposition  to  the  decision  of 
the  Chair. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Indiana,  mpved  to' lay  the 
whole  subject  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WHITE  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  W.  then  asked  if  it  would  require  a  vote 
of  two  thirds  to  take  it  up,  should  the  subject  be 
laid  on  the  table .' 

The  SPEAKER  answered  that  it  would  re- 
quire a  vote  of  two  thirds  to  lake  it  up  out  of  its 
order. 

Mr.  BELSER  inquired  whether  the  existing 
rules  would  remain  in  force  if  the  motion  to  lay 
on  the  table  prevailed  ? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in 
the  negative — yeas  76,  nays  103;  as  follows: 

YE  A9— Messrs.  Barringer.  Belser,  Bidlack.  James  Black, 
Jmines  A.  Black,  niitokweil,  fiostfier,  Bower,  Botvlin,  Biiyi), 
Jacnb  Briiikcrlinff,  Anroil  V.  Brown,  Milton  Brown,  Wil- 
liam J.  Brown.  Burke,  Burt,  Caldwell,  CainpbftM,  RiiuImmi 
l^hapman,  Auguslu?  A.  Chapman,  Cobb,  (;oI<*r,  Cullnni, 
Daniel,  DnwMin,  Dfbcrry,  Dell«»t,  Dickinson,  Ficklin, 
Freiicli,  Gilnier,  Iliiralson,  Hoiilfy,  Houston,  Hubard, 
H«glte»,  Jamepon,  Cave  Johnson,  George  W.  Jonns,  Ken- 
nedy, Labranchc,  Lcwik,  Lucoji,  I.nmpkin.  McClernand, 
McCunnell,  McKay,  Murphy,  Newton,  Norriii,  Owen, 
Payne,  David  S.  Beid.  Reding,  UclCe,  Ruasell,  Sannders, 
Senter,  Simpson,  Slidell,  Robert  Smith.  Sicenrnd,  Ste- 
phens. Stiles,  Stone.  Strang.  Summers,  Taylor,  Thomas- 
son.  Tliomp.'on,  Tibbatl^,  Welter,  Wentivorth,  Wise, 
Woodward,  and  Yost— 76. 

NAV8  —  Mei*9rs.  Adams.  Anderson,  Aflhe,  Barnard, 
lleardaley,  Bt'nion,  Ed%\^ard  J.  Black,  Brodh(;nd,  Jeremiah 
Brown.  BuHinglon,  Cary,  Carroll,  Catlin,  Chilton,  Clinf- 
mnn,  Clinton,  Coilanier,  'Crani>ton,  Dana,  Garrett '  Davis, 
Kicbard  D.  Dnvisi,  Dean,  Uickcy,  Dillingham,  Duncan, 
Dunlap,  Ellis,  Elmer.  Farlec,  Fish.  Florence,  Foot,  Fo(.tcr, 
Ftick,aiddiiigs,  WiilisGrecn,  ByniinOreeD,Oriuuell,Gri- 


der.  Bale.  Ilaoilin,  llardin.  Harper,  Hays.  Herrlck.  Hub- 
bell,  HudMin,  Hungerford,  Wiuhingtun  Hunt,  James  B. 
Hum,  Ctiarles  J.  Ingcrsotl,  Joftepli  R.  Ingprsoll,  frvin, 
Jenka,  Perlpy  H.  John^ii,  Anilrow  Johnson,  Preston  King, 
Daniel  P.  King,  Kirkpatrick,  Leonard.  Lyon,  .Maclay,  Mc- 
Cau^len.  McClelland,  McDowell.  Mcllvaioe,  Marsh,  Ed- 
ward J.  M<)rri3,  Joseph  Morris,  Morse.  Moseley.  Nes,  Pnr- 
nienter,  Patierson,  Peyton.  Phoenix.  Elinha  R.  Potter,  Em- 
ery D.  j'otter,  Pnilt,  Ramsey,  Rathbnn,  Charles  M.  Reed, 
Ritter,  Rodney,  Rnsers,  Sample,  Sehenck,  Severance, 
Thomas  H.  Seymour,  David  L.  Seymour,  Simons,  Albert 
Pmilli,  John  T.  Smitli,  Stet^ion,  Andrew  Stewart,  John 
Siewart,  Sykes,  Tilden.  Tyler,  Vance,  Vnnmeter,  Vinton, 
Whenion,  While,  Williams,  Winthrop,  William  Wright, 
and  Josepli  A.  Wright— 106. 

So  the  subject  was  not  hid  on  the  table. 

The  appeal  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts [Mr.  Adams]  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair, 
that  a  majority  vote  could  postpone  this  subject 
to  this  day  two  weeks,  and  give  it  then  the  pre- 
cedence which  it  had  this  mornins;,  came  up  as 
the  next  question;  and  on  this  a  brief  conversa- 
tion ensued,  in  which  Messrs.  WISE,  CAMP- 
BELL, SAUNDERS,  BLACK,  CLINGM  AN, 

WHITE.  McDowell,  clinton,  Jame- 
son, HAMLIN,  and  the  SPEAKER  took  part. 
The  decision  of  the  Speaker  was  tlien  sustained 
by  the  House. 

REFERGN'CG  or  THE  PREStDENT'S  MESSAGE. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  inquired  if  the  morning 
hour  had  not  expired  .' 

The  SPEAKER  replied  ir.  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  C.JOHNSON  then  moved  that  the  House 
resolve  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  resolutions  which 
were  in  part  debated  sometime  ago,  referring  the 
several  portions  of  the  President's  message  to  ap- 
propriate committees. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  Mr.  Wimthrop 
took  the  chair. 

The  pending  question  was  on  the  eleventh  res- 
olution, which  proposes  to  refer  so  much  of  the 
President's  message  as  relates  to  the  policy  of  at- 
tending to  the  rivers  and  lakes  of  the  West  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

To  this  an  amendment  was  proposed  to  refer 
the  subject  to  a  select  comm'ittee  of  nine. 

Mr.WELLEn.who  had  the  floor  on  the  pend- 
ing question,  commenced  with  an  intimation  that, 
if  the  commutee  was  disposed  to  lake  the  ques- 
tion, he  would  occupy  but  a  very  brief  portion  of 
its  time.  He  then  recapitulated  many  of  the  ob- 
jects for  which  appropriations  had  been  asked; 
and  said  that,  among  others,  there  was  the  Hud- 
son river,  which  was  nearly  free  from  obstruc- 
tion. 

There  was  far  more  commerce  floating  upon 
the  Mississippi  than  upon  the  Hudson.  When 
he  made  this  statement  in  a  former  session,  gen- 
tlemen were  astonished;  but  he  could  assure  them 
it  was  the  case.  The  great  river  was  navigated 
by  four  hundred  and  fifty  steamboats,  giving  em- 
ployment to  some  thirty  thousand  persons;  and 
deserved,  more  than  any  other  river  that  could 
be  nameii,  the  attention  of  this  'Government,  to 
which,  in  his  opinion,  exclusive  jurisdiction  over 
the  subject  belonged.  He  denied  that  the  State 
governments  had  the  power  to  remove  the  ob- 
structions which  exist  in  the  navigation  of  that 
river. 

He  did  not  regard  this  as  a  local  question,  but 
as  one  of  great  national  importance;  and  he  en- 
treated gentlemen  to  divest  themselves  of  all  pre- 
judioejn  relation  to  it. 

It  had  been  said  that  Congress  had  not  the  pow- 
er to  act  upon  this  subject,  without  a  violation  of 
the  Constitution.  There  were  very  few  subjects 
proposed  in  that  House,  in  which  some  eentle- 
men- could  not  discover  a  violation  of  the  Consti- 
tution. There  were  some  gentlemen,  he  was 
aware,  whose  patriotism  scarcely  extended  be- 
yond the  limits  of  their  own  State.  Seven  or 
eight  hundred  thousand  dollars  could  be  appro- 
priated for  a  custom-house  at  Boston,  for  adorn- 
ing and  embellishing  the  city;  and  yet,  when  an 
appropriation  was  asked  for  the  construction  of 
a  liarbnr  upon  the  lakes — a  most  important  work, 
in  a  military  point  of  view — it  was  sure  to  be  rid-  , 
den  down  by  gentlemen  harping  upon  the  subject  j 
of  economy.  Gentlemen  could  vole  for  extrava- 
gant appropriations,  when  the  money  was  to  be 
expended  in  the  sectioii  of  the  country  which 
they  represented;  but  when  appropriations  were 
asked  for  important  public improvcmentsin other  ; 
sections,  they  were  all  at  once  exceedingly  eco- 
nomical.    He  was  a*  much  in  favor  of  econo-  1 


my-as  any  one,  he  was  as  desirous  as  any  gen- 
tleman in  that  House  that  the  expenditures  of  the 
Government  should  be  diminished  so  far  as  was 
consistent  with  a  proper  regard  for  the  further- 
ance of  all  great  national  works.  It  must  be  re- 
membered that  there  was  a  sort  of  economy  which 
was.  In  reality,  the  worst  of  prodigality.  In  re- 
lation to  the  motion  now  presented — to  refer  that 
portion  of  the  message  relating  to  the  improve- 
ment of  western  rivers  to  a  select  committee— he 
had  only  to  say  that  he  would  give  it  his  beany 
support. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH  said  he  was  willing  to 
vote  for  an  appropriation  for  the  Mississippi. . 
Too  long  had  the  interests  of  that  whole  section 
of  the  country  been  begging  at  the  <)oor  of  that 
House  in  vain.  But  whilst  he  was  willing  to  go 
with  his  Mississippi  friends  upon  the  proposition 
to  refer  the  subject  to  a  select  committee,  he  did 
not  understand  what  objection  there  could  be  to 
referring  it  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce;  for 
to  that  commillee  he  thought  it  legitimately  be- 
longed. He  had  confidence  in  that  committee;  and 
he  belicvrd  they  would  make  a  liberal' appropri- 
ation. The  object  was  a  national  ore;  and  all 
political  distinctions,  as  well  as  sectional  preju- 
diceSf  ought  to  give  way  to  it. 

So  much  having  been  said  on  the  subject  of 
repudiation  in  various  parts  of  the  country,  he 
rejoiced  that  he  had  been  able  to  obtain  the  floor, 
so  as  to  have  the  opportunity  of  making  a  fitting 
reply  to  it.  He,  for  one — all  his  collcngues— 
nay,  all  the  people  of  his  Stal^,  were  determined 
to  place  her  in  the  condition  of  an  interest-paying 
government.  In  the  eflbrt  to  accomplish  this  de- 
8irableobiect,all  political  partiesandsiiclionalfeel- 
ings  would  be  lost  sight  of,  and  the  whole  people 
would  work  together.  For  the  union  of  the  lakes 
with  the  Mississippi,  a  slight  appropriation  at 
this  aessiun  of  Congress  would  go  a  great  way 
towards  carrying  on  so  great  a  work;  and  he  be- 
sought those  wiio  had  a  common  object  with 
him  to  consent  to  let  the  sulijcct  be  divided,  so 
that  the  Committee  on  Commerce  might  have  the 
charge  of  the  appropriations  for  the  upper  lakes; 
and  then,  if  the  Missisjippi  river  wanted  appro- 
priations, whv,  let  her  have  them. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR  observed  that  he  rose,  not  for 
the  purpose  eulogizing  the  West,  which  required 
no  eulogium  from  any  quarter — for  they  need  but 
turn  their  eyes  to  the  map,  and  look  at  its  vast 
extent  of  territory,  watered  by  the  noblest  rivers, 
and  surpassed  by  no  country  in  the  world  for 
fertility  of  soil  and  salubrity  of  clime,  to  pro- 
nounce that  it  will  be,  in  future  times,  the  center 
of  the  population  of  this  continent,  and  the  gran- 
ary of  the  world.  Upon  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  as  wise  legislators,  devolved  the 
duty  of  developing  the  vast  resources,  not  only 
of  that  country,  but  of  the  whole  Union.  With 
these  views,  he  must  object  to  the  spirit  in  whioh 
this  debate  had  been  carried  on;  and  he  must  re- 
grot  that  it  had  partaken  too  much  of  sectional 
feeling,  creating  the  impression  that  some  gentle- 
men supposed  that  no  others  could  have  any  in- 
terest in  the  vast  projects  of  internal  improve- 
ment referred  to  in  the  President's  message,  but 
those  who  were  located  in  that  region  of  country 
in  which  these  improvements  were  to  be  made. 
This  did  not  accord  with  his  views  of  justice  or 

Kropricty.  He  owed  to  his  constituents  to  devote 
is-best  energies,  and  the  most  untiring  zeal,  to 
the  promotion  of  their  interests  and  the  mainte- 
nance of  their  rights;  but  he  ncvercould  sacrifice, 
even  to  them,  the  duty  he  was  called  on  to  per- 
form when  the  interests  of  the  whole  American 
people  were  involved.  He  wos  disposed  to  look 
at  the  whole  subject  of  internal  improvements  as 
a  national  one;  and  he  would  not  inquire,  when 
necessary  appropriations  were  to  be  made, whether 
they  were  to  be  expended  on  this  or  that  aide  of 
the  mountains.  He  should  not  look  to  the  ques- 
tion whether  they  were  for  the  benefit  of  the 
North  or  the  South,  the  East  or  the  West;  but 
the  only  inquiry  he  should  make  would  be, 
whether  they  tended  to  the  advancement  of  the 
welfare  of  our  common  country,  and  wheth-^r 
they  came  witTlin  the  prescribed  limits  of  consii- 
lutional  legislation. 

In  reference  to  the  phraseology  of  the  message 
upon  which  the  resolution  before  the  committee 
was  founded,  he  supposed  their  attention  was 
directed  to  the  rivers  of  the  West,  and  particti- 
larly  to  the  great  father  of  waters,  the  Mississippi. 
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that  great  artery  which  draina  the  vaUey  be- 
yond the  mouDtains.  Gentlemen  had  spoken  of 
the  importance  of  the  trade  that  passes  down 
that  river;  and  he  purposed  in  the  few  remarks 
he  should  submit,  to  speak  of  the  importance  of 
the  trade  which  passes  up  that  river  through  the 
northern  lakes,  and  finds  its  way  to  the  great 
emporium  of  the  commerce  of  this  Union — -New 
York.  But  he  should  speak  this,  not  with  the 
view  of  instituting  invidious  comparisons — not. 
with  the  view  of  underrating  the  great  interests 
of  the  West,  but  for  the  national  object  which 
he  avowed  in  the  outset  of  his  remarks.  It  had 
been  well  remarked  by  one  gentleman  in  the  course 
of  this  discussion,  that  there  were  two  great  ave- 
nues to  the  trade  of  the  West — two  great  ave- 
nues through  which  the  vast  products  of  that  re- 
gion were  to  be  carried  to  the  great  marts  of  trade 
—one  of  them  being  by  the  way  of  the  northern 
lakes,  and  the  other  down  the  Mississippi.  Had 
gentlemen  who  spoke  of  the  vast  amount  of  com- 
merce going  down  the  Mississippi  looked  at  the 
map  of  the  country,  and  seen  the  extent  of  the 
interests  engaged  in  this  northern  commerce;  had 
they  lookea  at  the  extent  of  the  trade  on  these 
northern  lakes,  and  the  extent  of  the  territory 
that,  through  this  channel,  transported  its  pro- 
doets  to  market,  they  would  have  hesitated  be- 
fore they  gave  the  first  the  precedence.  The 
States  and  Territories  through  which  this  com- 
merce passed  were  increasing  in  populatiQn  and 
wealth  as  rapidly  as  any  other  section  of  the 
Union;  and  although  nature  had  opened  this  ave- 
nue to  them,  the  true  interests  of  the  Republic 
demanded  somelhinc  more.  The  attention  of 
this  Government  had  been  for  many  years  called 
to  that  avenue  of  trade,  but  it  had  not,  in  his 
opinion,  been  considered  with  that  favor  which 
its  importance  deserved. 

He  knew  that  appropriations  had  been  jnade 
for  tbe  purpose  of  improving  the  harbors  and 
nouths  of  rivers  emptying  themselves  into  the 
northern  lakes;  but  the  increasing  population  and 
trade  of  the  region  of  country  bordering  on  them 
had  far  outstripped  any  efforts  of  the  Oovernment 
for  their  improvement. '  Not  only  were  additional 
improvements  needed  there  for  the  purposes  of 
trade  and  commerce,  but  there  were  other  con- 
siderations which  should  turn  the  attention  of 
Congress  to  this  great  quarter  of  the  Union.  He 
had  just  observed  that  nature  had  opened  this 
great  avenue  of  trade  and  commerce;  but  if  we 
mean  to  avail  ourselves  of  the  advantages  she  has 
placed  within  our  reach,  we  must  apply  the  hand 
of  art,  and  perfect  what  she  has  done.  Our 
neifchbora  at  the  North  (the  British  Government 
of  Cansda)  were  not  sleeping  on  this  subject. 

Tbe  policy  of  Great  Britain  had  always  been 
to  increase  her  commerce  in  every  part  of  the 
world,  at  all  hazards;  and  it  was  this  policy  which 
induced  her,  at  different  times,  to  make  war  on 
every  nation  of  Europe.  This  had  carried  her 
arms  into  China  and  into  the  recesses  of  India; 
and  it  was  this  policy  which  caused  her  to  watch 
the  progress  of  this  Republic  with  a  jealous  eye. 
Though  she  was  unable  to  hold  us  in  subjection 
as  her  colonies,  she  is  yet  striving,  by  means  of 
her  policy,  to  extort  from  us  that  wealth  which 
she  was  unable  by  force  to  make  her  own.  At  this 
very  moment,  for  the  purpose  of  divertinafrom  us 
this  trade  whictwwas  annually  pouring  down  the 
northern  lakes.  Great  Britain  was  liberally  em- 
ploying her  revenues  in  enlarging  the  Wellnnd 
canal,  and  opening  another  canal  into  the  St. 
Lawrence.  He  had  not  risen,  as  he  said,  for  the 
purpose  of  eulogizing  the  West,  nor  for  the  pur- 
pose of  eulogizing  the  State  he  had  the  honor  to 
represent;  but,  as  some  things  had  been  said — 
not  perhaps  detracting  from  the  claims  of  tbe  lat- 
ter, but  calculated,  in  his  opinion,  to  produce  in- 
jurious impressions— it  became  him  to  make  a 
few  remarks  on  that  part  of  the  subject. 

We  have  been  told  that  the  improvements  of 
the  navigation  of  the  Hudson  had  been  for  years 
OS  a  dead  weight  on  the  appropriation  for  the  west- 
ern waters.  As  a  New  Yorker,  he  could  not  hear 
such  language  used,wilhoutreferringgentlemen  to 
the  enlightened  course  of  policy  his  Stale  had  pur- 
sued in  reference  to  internal  improvements.  She 
it  was— and  he  spoke  it  not  in  the  way  of  boast- 
ing, but  in  the  language  of  sober  truth — who  did 
what  the  national  Government  never  would  have 
done  for  the  purpose  of  securing,  not  only  to  her 
own  citixena,  but  to  those  of  the  whole  Union,  the 


trade  and  commerce  of  the  great  western  valley. 
Did  gentlemen  reflect,  when  they  spoke  of  the 
Hudson  hanging  as  a  dead  weight  on  the  appro- 
priations for  the  West,  that,  years  ago,  when 
New  York  was  feeble  in  resources,  she,  in  her 
feebleness,  when  doubts  of  the  feasibility  of  the 
plan  she  projected  were  continually  thrown  out 
to  dispirit  her,  and  when  Congress,  too,  refused 
its  aid ,  com  menced  and  completed  that  great  work , 
the  Erie  canal, which  connects  the  great  emporium 
of  the  nation  with  the  northern  lakes?  Ay,  she 
asked  aid  from  Congress  to  enable  her  to  carry 
on  that  gr^t  work,  and  it  was  refused  her.  Nay, 
more;  she  was  told,  undoubtedly  by  men  who  be- 
lieved what  they  said ,  that  the  project  was  worthy 
only  of  the  heated  imaginations  of  enthusiasts. 
But  she  had  men  of  spirit  in  her  councils,  who 
would  not  quail  under  these  difficulties;  and  she 
went  on  and  constructed  that  noble  work,  which 
he  might  say,  without  arrogance,  had  given  the 
first  spring  to  that  system  of  internal  improve- 
ments which  was  now  spreading  over  the  whole 
couiflry.  When  his  friend  from  Ohio  remarked 
that  aid  was  sought  for  the  navisration  of  the  Hud- 
son river,  having  a  navigation  of  only  one  hundred 
miles,  he  trusted  he  had  not  forgotten  that  this 
same  Erie  canal  of  four  hundred  miles  connected 
it  with  the  northern  lakes,  and  became  the  chain 
of  communication  between  New  York  and  the 
great  West.  And  further,  he  would  add,  that 
when  that  canal  was  enlarged  to  the  dimensions 
to  which  the  State  was  pledged  to  enlarge  it,  it 
would  form  the  most  splendid  line  of  international 
communication  to  be  found  in  the  world.  Then 
the  same  craft  that  navigates  the  lakes  may  nav- 
igate the  canal  and  the  Hudson  river;  and  the  very 
ships  that  sail  from  Chicago  may  continue  their 
uninterrupted  voyage  till  they  reach  the  harbor 
of  New  York.  * 

He  was  not  disposed  to  complain  of  the  course 
which  the  Federal  Governrfient  had  heretofore 
pursued  in  reference  to  internal  improvements. 
He  wished  to  make  no  invidious  comparisons; 
but  it  should  be  recollected  that,  for  the  period  of 
ten  years,  during  which  these  works  have  been 
suspended,  the  city  of  New  Ycrk,  the  great  em- 
porium of  the  commerce  of  the  country,  which 
depended  principally  on  this  great  artery  of  trade 
for  its  supplies,  had  paid  into  the  national  Treas- 
ury more  than  one  half  of  the  revenues  which  have 
been  collected  from  the  customs.  Ay,  sir,  in  this 
period,  more  than  one  hundred  million  dollars 
have  been  collected  in  that  port  and  paid  into  your 
Treasury,  while  Congress  has  only  appropriated 
$32,000  for  tbe  improvement  of  the  navigation  of 
the  Hudson. 

He  would  not,  at  this  time,  go  into  the  detailed 
statement  on  this  subject  with  which  he  was  pre- 
pared, but  intimated  that  he  should  do  so  at  a 
proper  time.   He,  however,  made  some  statement 
of  the  tonnage  on  the  Hudson — the  number  of 
vessels,  and  the  amount  of  commerce  which  floats 
upon  it — to  show  the  importance  of  this  river  to  | 
the  interests  of  the  country.     In  conclusion,  he  I 
suggested  that  the  resolution  should  be  made  more  I 
definite,  so  that  the  comiqittee  to  which  it  might  I 
be  sent  might  know  what  the  House  understood 
by  the  term  "  western  rivers;"  and  he  also  con- 
tended that  the  standing  Committee  on  Commerce 
was  the  appropriate  committee  to  which  it  should 

Mr.  BARNAED  and  Mr.  RATHBUN  rose 
almost  simultaneously  to  address  the  committee; 
but  the  Chairman  gave  the  floor  to  the  former 
gentleman.  Objections,  however,  were  made  to 
his  proceeding,  on  the  ground  that  he  had  already 
spoken  on  this  question. 

After  some  conversation,  in  which  Messrs. 
RATHBUN,  BARNARD, STETSON,  JAME- 
SON, and  others,  took  part,  the  decision  of  the 
Chair  was  acquiesced  in. 

Mr.  BARNARD  said  he  was  opposed  to  the 
reference  of  this  subject  to  a  select  committee; 
and  he  contended  that  the  standing  committee 
was  the  only  appropriate  one.  He  complained 
thai  the  reference  in  the  President's  message  to 
western  rivers  was  local  and  partial; and  he  hoped 
it  was  accidental,  though  they  had  been  told  that 
all  the  rivers  on  the  continent  were  western  riv- 
ers, inasmuch  as  this  was  the  western  continent. 
If  this  were  so,  they  must  regard  the  President 
as  recommending  the  improvement  of  all  rivers, 
including  not  only  the  Mississippi  and  Ohio,  but 
the  Hudson  and  tbe  Delaware,  the  Red  river, 


and,  ill  short,  all  the  rivers  upon  this  eontioent; 
he  supposed  he  might  add  the  St.  Lawrence,  the 
Amazon,  and  the  La  Plata.  The  gentleman  from 
Vii^inia  had  proceeded  to  justify  the  President 
in  particularizing  the  western  rivers.  In  the  first 
place,  he  justified  the  appropriation  for  western 
rivers  on  the  ground  of  the  territorial  jurisdiction 
of  the  United  States;  that  these  rivers  flow  past 
the  territory  of  the  United  States,  and,  therefore, 
that  Congress  alone  has  the  right  to  improve 
them.  The  same  reason,  he  thought,  would  ap- 
ply to  the  rivers  of  the  North  and  the  East.  But 
the  gentleman  went  a  step  further,  and  found  a 
justification  for  this  recommendation  of  the  Pres- 
ident in  the  fact  that  these  are  rivers  of  great 
national  importance;  while,  at  the  same  time,  he 
emphatically  remarked,  in  reference  to  the  Hud- 
son, that  it  only  ran  through  the  State  of  New 
York.  The  gentleman  seemed  to  know  very 
little  about  the  Hudson  river,  from  the  low  esti- 
mate which  he  appeared  to  have  formed  of  its 
importance;  but  he  could  inform  the  gentleman 
that  the  Hudson  river  was  connected  with  a  line 
of  water  communication  seven  thousand  miles  in 
extent.  The  Hudson  river  not  of  national  import- 
ance!— a  river  which  waters  the  shores  of  New 
Jersey  and  of  New  York,  which  forms  part  of  a 
water  communication  extending  to  the  Territory 
of  Wisconsin,  having  two  thousand  miles  of  for- 
eign coast  connected  with  it;  and  this  is  a  river  of 
no  national  importance!  A  river  on  which  float 
some  thirteen  hundred  vessels,  conveying  up- 
wards of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  tons, 
and  which  sends  out  whalers  to  the  most  distant 
parts  of  the  globe. 

There  was  another  thing  worthy  of  notice;  the 
whole  distance  required  to  be  improved,  in  order 
to  facilitate  its  navigation ,  probably  did  notezceed 
three  hundred  yards.  Gentlemen  must  keep  in 
view  the  extended  line  of  water  communication, 
of  which  this  river  formed  an  important  part. 
Upon  the  lakes  with  which  it  was  connected,  a 
hundred  and  ten  steamboats,  of  a  tonnage  of  thirty- 
one  thousand  and  upwards,  were  constantly  em- 
ployed. There  was  more  produce,  beyond  all 
possible  comparison,  conveyed  upon  that  river, 
than  there  was  in  Ihe  eight  hundred  flatboats  of 
the  Mississippi.  He  was  not  disposed  to  institute 
a  comparison  between  the  Mississippi  and  the 
Hudson  for  any  other  purpose  than  to  set  gentle- 
men right,  and  to  place  a  correct  vie w  of  the  sub- 
ject before  the  House;  his  only  object  wos  to 
show  the  vast  amount  of  commerce  which  was 
conveyed  upon  that  river.  A  large  sum  of  money 
was  here  demanded  for  the  improvement  of  the 
western  waters — the  estimate  was  $8,000,000 — 
and  he  had  no  doubt  that  more  than  that  sum 
would  be  required ,  because  a  recent  report  on  thi  i 
subject  iiAirmed  them  that  this  appropriation 
must  be  perpetual,  from  the  nature  of  the  work 
required  to  be  done.  [Here  Mr.  B.  read  a  portion 
of  the  report  to  which  he  had  referred.]  This 
was  the  prospect  before  them;  and,  with  thi- 
prospect,  he  would  go  in  favor  of  the  improve- 
ment; and  if  he  could  be  satisfied  to-day  that,  with 
the  appropriation,  they  could  get  rid  of  all  the 
obstacles  in  two  years,  he  would  be  willing  to  vote 
in  favor  of  giving  them  $15,000,000,  and  borrow 
the  money  for  that  purpose.  But  he  entreated 
gentlemen,  while  they  were  making  provision  tot 
the  improvement  of  the  western  waters,  not  Ic 
lose  sight  of  equally  important  objects  in  othei 
sections  of  the  Union.  U  was  said  that  the  West 
had  been  neglected.  He  would  not  now  go  over 
that  subject,  which  had  been  so  ably  discussed  on 
a  former  day;  but  in  regard  to  the  question  of 
improvement,  what  had  been  done  in  behalf  of 
the  Hudson — a  river  that  was  justly  entitled  to 
be  brought  into  comparison  with  the  Mississippi 
itself.  He  had  no  disposition  to  press  the  subject, 
but  he  begged  leave  respectfully  to  suggest  it  to 

fentlemen  wh<t  came  fresh  and  new  into  that 
louse  from  the  West,  bringing  with  them  all  the 
partialities  for  their  own  section— all  those  mag- 
nificent ideas  commensurate  with  the  great  rivers 
of  the  West  themselves — he  begged  leave  to  sug- 
gest to  them  that  they  were  not  pursuing  the  right 
course,  even  for  their  own  interest. 

It  was  suggested  that  there  should  be,  not  only 
a  select  committee,  composed  of  western  men,  to 
take  care  of  western  interests,  but  that  a  new 
bureau  should  be  formed  at  Washington  fora  sim- 
ilar purpose.  There  was  already  a  bureau  for  the 
charge  of  internal  improvements— he  meant  that 
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of  topographical  engineers^-consisUng  of  acorps 
of  thirty-«ix  oflicers,  all  well  inalructed  and  well 
employed,  and  as  much  employed  upon  the  im- 
provement of  western  waters  as  upon  that  of  any 
other.  What  were  they  going  to  do  with  that 
bureau  f  Would  they  withdraw  the  superintend- 
ence of  the  West  from  them,  and  create  a  new 
one  ?  It  was  not  their  true  policy  to  do  so.  With 
all  respect  for  the  gentlemen,  he  begged  to  say 
that  this  was  not  the  policy  of  statesmen.  They 
must  not  create  a  bureau,  nor  must  they  have  a 
select  committee  for  the  West.  He  claimed  him- 
self the  right  to  take  care  of  the  West.  He  was 
sent  there  for  the  purpose  of  taking  care  of  west- 
em  interests;  and  he  would  not  consent  that  the 
subject  should  be  taken  out  of  his-  hapds.  He 
bebcved  that  he  understood  somethine  about  the 
interests  of  the  West;  and  he  believed,  also,  that 
be  felt  as  great  an  interest  for  them  as  western 
men  themselves. 

Mr.  FICKLIN  obtained  the  floor,  and  moved 
that  the  committee  rise;  which  motion  was  agreed 
to. 

The  committee  accordingly  rose,  and  reported 
progress. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  submitted  a  resolution  to 
refer  so  much  of  the  President's  message  as  re- 
lates to  Indian  affairs  to  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs;  which  was  considered  and  agreed  to. 

PRINTING  CENSUS  RETURNS. 

Mr.  GREEN,  of  Kentucky,  offered  the  follow- 
ing resolution;  which  was  read: 

Raolvtd,  Tbat  the  Clerk  oflbis  House  do.  In  connection 
wilh  Ibe  in  formation  concerninit  public  printing  required  by 
the  resolution  of  tbii  House  of  (he  3d  instant,  at  the  same 
time  raport  to  Uiis  House  the  amount  or  amounla  paid  l<>r 
the  printing  of  the  returns  of  the  last  census,  and  to  whom 
paid ;  and  also  tliat  he  report  the  amount  of  the  account 
rendered  for  printing  the  compendium  of  llie  sixth  census. 
and  the  amount  wtaicit  Congreas  directed  to  be  paid  on  said 
account. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

The  following  petlUons  were  presented  under  a  rule  of 
the  House,  and  appropriaicty  rcfisrtcd  : 

By  Mr.  BATHBUN:  The  petition  of  Manila  Demenou, 
for  the  paymenttn  herof  the  money  due  to  Archibald  Camp- 
bell, deceased,  for  services  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States, 
as  a  common  soldier,  from  179dtol803;  wliicli  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

By  Mr.  NES  :  The  petition  of  John  Wise,  aeronaut,  of 
Lancaster,  Pennsylvania,  aslting  Congretts  to  make  an  ap. 
propriation  for  tlie  construction  and  oulht  of  an  aerostadl, 
of  one  hundred  feet  in  diameter,  maile  of  substantial  counn 
drilling,  Itc.  witti  which  be  pledges  himKclI'  to  circumnav- 
igate Uie  globe,  aerially,  in  the  space  of  Uiirty  or  forty  days ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Couiiiiittee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

By  Mr.  PIICEMX  :  The  petition  of  James  Barr,  asking 
the  regular  payment  of  his  pension. 

By  Sir.  ST.  JOHN :  The  petition  of  one  bundr^  and 
three  citizens  of  the  county  of  Seneca,  Ohio,  praying  for 
the  passage  of  a  law  for  the  benefit  of  settlers  in  tbe  Ore- 
gon Territory ;  wbicli  was  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on 
Territories.  ♦ 

Dy  Mr.  ANDERSON:  The  petition  of  two  hundred  citi. 
sens  of  Westchester  county,  New  York,  praying  Congress 
to  make  suiuble appropriation  (br  theiinprovenienLof  Saw. 
pit  harbor ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Comniittee  on  Com- 
merce- 
By  Mr.  CALDWELL :  The  petition  of  one  hundred  and 
thirty-five  persons,  praying  for  the  establishment  of  a  post 
route  from  Somerset,  in  rutaski  county,  via  Harrison,  to 
Jamestown,  in  Kussell  county,  Kentucky;  which  was  r«- 
rerred  to  the  Commiuee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roods. 

By  Mr.  FKICK :  The  peUiion  of  a  number  of  tbe  inhab- 
itants of  Northumberland  county,  Pennsylvania,  praying 
for  tbe  establishment  ofa  post  route  from  Sunbury,  in  said 
county,  via  Snyderstown  and  Rushville,  in  the  same  county, 
to  Danville,  iu  Columbia  county— distance,  thirteen  miles ; 
tile  mail  to  be  carried  on  horsaback,  once  a  week  ;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Commiuee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads. 

ByHr.  LTON:  A  memorial,  signed  by  three  Imndred 
and  three  citizens  of  Laporle  county,  in  the  State  of  Indi- 
ana, asking  an  apprnnriatinn  for  the  construction  of  a  har- 
bor at  the  mouth  of  Galieii  river,  in  Berrien  county,  in  the 
Sute  of  Michigan ;  also,  a  copy  of  the  resolutions  adopted 
at  a  public  meeting  of  the  citixpns  of  New  BuRalo,  in  Ber- 
rien county,  in  favor  of  tiie  same  object;  which  were  re- 
ferrett  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

By  Mr.  BROWN,  of  Pennsvlvania:  The  petition  and 
documents  of  John  8.  AUee,  of  Pennsylvania,  praying  that 
an  act  may  be  passed  directing  the  paynfcnt  of  a  balance 
which  appears  on  the  Treasury  books  to  have  been  due  to 
his  fallier,  as  deputy  commissary  of  provisions  in  tile  revo- 
lutionary war. 

By  Mr.  FISH :  The  petition  of  H.  Havens  k  Son  and 
others,  in  relation  to  a  drawback  on  spirits  distilled  from 
foreign  molasses. 

By  Mr.  BROWN,  of  Indiana:  The  petition  of  William 
SmiUi,  of  Marion  county,  praying  a  grant  of  land  or  other 
remuneration  for  the  services  of  Thomas  Smith,  his  father, 
who  died  in  the  service  during  tlie  last  war  ;  which  was' 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions. 

By  Mr.  McUOWELL  :  Sundry  petitions  from  citizcnsof 
Ohio,  praying  for  tlie  establishment  of  a  mail  route  from 
Ripley  to  Circleville,  Oliio;  which  was  refer^pd  to  <lie 
Committee  on  Ibe  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 


HocsR  or  Representatives,  January  9,  1844. 

Sir:  In  my  remarks  of  yesterday,  you  represent  me  as 
replying  many  things  to  Mr.  STRpnEiis  whicii  were  said  in 
reply  to  Mr.  Barnard,  of  New  Vurk.  The  question  had 
been  asked  by  the  tatter  gentleman  why  this  bill  hod  not 
been  {Kissed  during  the  administration  of  General  J.ockson 
or  Mr  VanBuren?  It  was  to  his  interrogatory  that  1  asked 
the  question :  Whether  be  or  bis  friends  would  have  ever 
voted  for  it .' — whether  the  old  Federal  party  would  have 
voted  for,  &c.  * 

Please  say  in  the  morning  thai  my  reply  was  to  Mr.  Bar- 
nard, and  not  to  Mr.  SxErBENS. 

A.  V.  BROWN. 
RiroRTtR  or  tbe  Globr. 


IN  SENATE. 
Wedkbidat,  January  10,  1844. 
Mr.  MERRICK  introduced  to  the  Senate  bis 
colleague,  Hon.  James  A.  Pbarcb,  Senator  elect 
from  the  State  of  Maryland,  for  six  years  from 
the  4th  of  March  last. 
He  was  qualified. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATION. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  .import  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  report  from  the  State  Department,  show- 
ing the  manner  of  the  disbursement  of  the  con- 
tingent fund  for  that  Department;  which  was,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  laid  on  the 
table. 

PETITIONS,  ETC. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  presented  a  petition,  nu- 
merously signed,  praying  for  a  grant  of  land  to 
the  Stale  of  Indiana,  to  assist  in  the  completion 
of  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal  to  the  Ohio  river; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  BREESE  presented  documents  in  relation 
to  the  petition  of  John  Atchison,  praying  to  be 
relieved  from  the  paymcnkof  a  certain  judgment; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  WOODBRlDGE,froro  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  reported  back,  without  amend- 
ment, and  with  a  recommemlatlon  that  it  do  pass, 
the  bill  to  confirm  the  survey  and  location  of 
claims  for  land  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  east 
of  the  Pearl  river,  and  south  of  the  thirty-first 
degree  of  north  latitude.  The  report  accompany- 
ing it  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
back,  without  amendment,  and  with  a  recom- 
mendation that  it  do  pass,  the  bill  to  apply  cer- 
tain alternate  sections  of  public  domain  to  the 
completion  of  works  of  internal  improvement,  in 
the  Stale  of  Michigan.  The  report  accompany- 
ing it  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BARROW,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  a  bill,  entitled,  "  An  act  to  au- 
thorize the  survey  of  the  mouth  of  Red  river,  and 
for  other  purposes;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  FAIRFIELD,  from  the  Committee  on 
Printing, reported  in  favorof  the  printing  of  cer- 
tain reports  from  tbe  Treasury  and  State  Depart- 
ments; which  was  concurred  m  by  the  Senate. 

The  adverse  reports  of  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
in  the  Case  of  George  Pattcrson;.and  the  Commit- 
tee on  Pensions,  in  the  cases  of  David  Mum  and 
the  widow  of  Jostah  Gordon,  were  taken  up  and 
concurred  in. 

BILL  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  JARNAGIN,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to 
increase  the  salary  of  the  district  judse  of  the 
United  States  for  the  district  of  east,  middle,  and 
the  western  district  of  Tennessee;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

COURTS  IN  OHIO. 

The  bill  entitled  an  act  to  repeal  the  act  enti- 
tled an  act  to  amend  the  act  of  the  4th  of  March, 
1838,  entitled  an  act  to  change  the  time  of  holding 
the  circuit  and  district  courts  for  the  district  of 
Ohio,  was  read  the  second  time,  and,  with  the 
documents  upon  the  subject,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

ISAAC  ILSLET. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  Itsley  came  up 
in  order  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  remarked,  that  since  the  bill 
was  last  before  the  Senate,  he  had  understood  that 
the  claim  would  be  adjusted  at  the  Department, 
under  a  decision  heretofore  made  upon  cases  sim- 


ilar in  principle;  and  for  the  purpose  of  ascertain- 
ing whether  that  course  would  be  adopted,  he 
moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FOSTER,  leave  was  rrant- 
ed  to  withdraw  from  the  files  the  papers  of  Hugh 
Wallace  Wormley. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KING,  it  was  ordered  that 
the  memorial  of  William  A.  Slacuin,  asking 
remuneration  for  services  rendered  the  United 
States  in  the  Pacific  ocean,  be  taken  from  the  files 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions. 

FOX  AND  WISCONSIN  RIVERS. 

The  bill  granting  a  certain  quantity  of  land  to 
aid  in  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  tbe 
Fox  and  Wisconsin  rivers,  in  the  Territory  of 
Wisconsin,  and  for  the  purpose  of  connecting 
them  by  means  ofa  canal,  came  up  in  order,  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  but  was,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  TALLM  ADGE«  postponed  until  the 
report  of  the  committee  relative  to  it  shall  have 
been  printed  and  laid  on  tbe  table  of  the  Senate. 

NOTICE  OF  A  BILL. 
Mr.  FOSTER  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on 
to-morrow,  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Hugh  Wallace  Wormley. 

PEA  PATCH  ISLAND. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DAYTON,  tbe  bill  for  the 
settlement  of  the  title  to  the  Pea  Patch  Island  vat 
taken  up  for  consideration,  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  the  question  pending  being  the  mo- 
tion submitted  by-Mr.  Tappav  when  the  bill  was 
last  up,  to  recommit  it  to  tbe  Committee  on  tbe 
Judiciary,  with  instructions  so  to  modify  it  as  to 
submit  the  question  of  title  U>  tbe  United  States 
courts  for  decision. 

Mr.  DAYTON  addressed  tbe  Senate  for  up- 
wards of  an  hour,  giving  an  elaborate  history  of 
the  whole  case.  He  adverted  at  large  to  tbe  ac- 
tion taken  by  the  two  Stales — Delaware  and  New 
Jersey — on  the  subject,  the  trials  had  in  both  in 
relation  to  the  claim  and  title  of  Gale,  and  tbe 
various  attempts  made  to  compromise  the  matter 
between  him  and  the  United  Steles.  After  a  very 
minute  and  clear  alateroent  of  all  these  particu- 
lars, Mr.  D.  proceeded  at  considerable  length  to 
argue  the  legal  and  technical  points  involved  in 
the  question  of  jurisdiction  and  title,  and  con- 
cluded by  urging  the  passage  of  the  bill  as  re- 
ported by  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  BAYARD  accounted  for  the  controversy 
relative  to  the  title  derived  from  the  Duke  of  York 
by  William  Fenn,  and  slated  that  it  was  not  till 
very  lately  the  deed  of  the  Crown  confirmiag  that 
title  had  been  brought  to  light.  It  appeared  now 
that  the  objections  taken  to  William  Peon  'a  title — 
namely,  that  the  Duke  of  York,  in  1663,  when  he 
made  the  grant  lo  Penn,  was  only  a  subject  him- 
self, and  could  make  no  such  grant  of  territory, 
acquired  by  conquest,  for  his  Government,  as 
that  he  had  made — was  not  a  valid  objection,  in- 
asmuch as  when  tbe  Duke  of  York  succeeded  to 
the  Crown,  and  became  James  li.,  he  confirmed 
the  original  grant.  Delaware  had  al  ways  claimed 
jurisdiction  over  the  twelve  miles  circuit  round 
the  town  of  Newcastle,  in  conforn^y  with  Penn's 
giant.  Mr,  B.  then  gave  a  minute  history  of  the 
proceedings  in  relaiion  to  the  claims  of -the  States 
of  New  Jersey  and  Delaware,  and  also  the  claim 
of  Mr.  Gale's  representatives.  He  urged  that, 
under  all  the  circumstances,  it  had  been  judged 
best  to  acquiesce  in  the  arrangement  made  by  the 
only  parties  now  really  interested — tbe  United 
States  and  the  claimants  under  Gale's  title.  He 
therefore  advocated  the  passage  of  the  bill  in  its 
present  form. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  spoke  in  favor  of  his  motion  to 
recommit  the  bill,  wiih  instructions  to  refer  the 
adjustment  of  the  whole  matter  to  the  United 
States  courts. 

Mr.  BREESE  considered  ibe  question  narrowed 
down  to  this:  thai  the  State  of  Delaware  having 
ceded  all  her  title  to  the  United  States,  and  the 
State  of  New  Jersey  having  granted  away  her 
title  to  Gale,  who  had  since  come  into  an  arrange- 
ment by  which  his  title  is  vested  in  the  United 
States;  and  one  of  the  United  States  couru  having 
pronounced  judgment  in  his  favor,  it  remained 
only  to  ascertain  the  value  of  the  property  and 
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fty  for  it.  He  should  rote  against  the  bill  in  ita 
prmeni  form,  but  waa  in  favor  of  iu  racommit- 
inantwith  inatraetiona  to  strike  out  all  that  part 
of  it  relative  to  the  arbitration,  and  appoint  ap- 
praisera  for  ascertaining  the  amount  to  ee  paid. 

Mr.  BAYARO  informed  the  Senator  from  Illi- 
nois [Mr.  Bkesse]  that  the  trial  to  which  be  al- 
luded, and  the  }udgment  of  the  court  which  put 
Gale  into  possession,  wan  noMonoluaive,  aa  tliey 
were  onlr  on  an  ejectment  case. 

The  CHAIR  staled  that  the  mover  of  the  pend- 
ing motion  had  sent  in  a  modification,  referrine 
the  whole  matter  to  tlie  decision  of  the  Unitea 
States  courts, 

Mr.  BREESE  made  a  few  remarks  in  repljr  to 
Mr.  Batsrd,  notdisiinctly  heard  in  the  reporter's 
gallery. 

Mr.  BENTON  characterized  the  whole  thing  as 
•n  effort  to  extort  money  from  the  Unll<>d  States, 
on  the  mere  shadow  of  a  claim  got  up  for  specu- 
lation. 

Ths  debate  waseontinaed  till  past  four  o'clock, 
by  Messrs.  BENTON.  CLAYTON,  BAYARO, 
DAYTON,  BUCHANAN,  WOODBURY.  Mc- 
OUPFIE,BREESE,and  MILLER. 

Mr.  BENTON  moved-  the  indefinite  postpone- 
ment of  the  bill. 

On  wliieh  motion,  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
called  for,  and  ordered. 

The  question  b^nc  taken  on  the  indefinite 
postponement,  resulted — yeas  II,  nays  31;  as  fol- 
lows: 

TEAS  — Measra.  AHen,  Alchitoo.  Bagby,  Benton,  Col 
mill,  Fairtteld,  Fulton,  lUywood,  Huger,  McDalBe,  Tap- 
pan,  and  Walker— II. 

NATS— Mom.  Barrow,  BaiM,  Bayanl,  Ben>«n,'BraeM, 
Baehanan,  Cboale,  Claylnn,  Crillenden,  Daylon,  Evuns, 
Poaler,  Hiianefao,  Huntincton,  Janiagia,  Kins,  Manium, 
Miller.  Monhead,  Pearee,  Plielp«,  Porter  oTMicnifan,  Sani- 

Se,  Siuffcon,  Tallnadsa,  Upham,  WbiW,  Woodbrldne, 
'atKlburj,  and  Wri|lit— 31. 

Mr.  BREESE  moved  to  amend  the  instruction 
so  as  to  direct  the  Committee  on  the  Judicisry 
so  to  amend  the  bill  as  to  provide  compensation 
to  the  heirs  of  Henry  Gale,  having  regard  to  the 
value  of  the  land,  aa  it  was  at  the  time  the  Uni- 
ted States  assumed  possession  thereof. 

Mr.  McDUFPlE  hoped  the  Senate  would  not 
adopt  the  amendment.  There  waa  nothing  be- 
fore the  Senateto  go  upon  in  relaiion  tn  thedecia- 
ion  of  one  of  the  courts  of  the  United  States  but 
rumor.  There  waa  no  knowing  what  it  was  that 
had  been  decided;  but  the  Senate  was  made  to  as- 
aome  that  the  decision  was  against  the  United 
Stalea  and  in  favor  of  the  cisimaui.  He  was  per- 
fectly satisfied  that  there  was  not  a  shadow  of 
title  for  their  claim;  and  ahould,  therefore,  vote 
against  the  bill. 

A  further  discuminn  arose,  in  which  Messrs. 
BUCHANAN,  McDUFPlE,  DAYTON,  BEN- 
TON, and  BREESE,  participated. 

Mr.  BaEME't  amendment  waa  tlien  with- 
drawn. 

Mr.  BENTON  moved  an  adjournment. 

On  this  motion  the  question  was  taken,  and 
decided  io  the  negative — ayes  fifteen,  noes  not 
eoanled. 

The  (]iiestion  then  came  up  on  the  motion  to 
reeommit  the  bill  with  instructions  to  refer  the 
whole  matter  to  the  United  States  courts. 

Mr.  BENTON  moved  to  lay  ihe  bill  on  the 
table,  or  to  postpone  its  further  considersiion  till 
there  was  time  to  inquire  at  Ihe  Treasury  De- 
partment what  had  been  done  in  compliance  with 
the  act  of  Congress  of  1839,  referring  the  claim  to 
tlie-deciainn  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  observed,  that  if  the  Senator 
firom  Miasouri  wished  for  an  adjournment  with 
•  view  of  obtaining  information,  there  certainly 
would  be  no  objection  to  it. 

Mr.  KINO  aaid  it  would  not  effrct  that  object 
merely  to  lay  the  matter  over  till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  BENTON  obaerved  that  be  wanted  to 
know  why  the  act  of  1839  bad  not  been  carried 
into  effect. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  aaid  nothing  bad  been  done 
About  it. 

Mr.  BENTON  remarked  that  they  could,  at 
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all  events,  learn  the  reasons  why  nothing  bad 
been  done- in  conformity  with  thai  act. 

The  motion  to  adjourn  was  then  renewed;  and 
the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wbdnesdiat,  January  10,  1844w 
The  minutes  of  yesterday  were  read. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Wisconsin,  presented  the  joijtt 
resolution  of  the  Council  and  House  of  Rcpre- 
sentatives  of  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  urging 
upon  Congress  the  necessity  of  making  anpropri- 
aiions  for  the  construction  of  harbors  on  tne  west- 
ern shore  of  Lake  Michigan,  in  the  said  Terri- 
tory of  Wisconsin;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  nsiced  the  House  to  take 
up,  and  aotupon  his  resolution,  which  he  sub- 
mitted some  days  ago,  in. relation  to  the  tobacco 
4rade. 

Mr.  BARI|!fARD  suggested  that  there  were 
many  resolutions  which  had  been  presented,  and 
laid  over  under  the  rule  fur  one  day,  and  he 
hoped  the  House  would  take  them  up,  and  dis- 
pose of  them. 

Mr.  McKAY  Slated  that  he  had  several  reports 
to  make  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
which  he  hoped  the  House  would  permit  hiqi  to 
present. 

The  House  yielded  the  consent  which  the  gen- 
tleman asked. 

Mr.  McKAY  then,  with  the  consent  of  the 
House,  reported  a  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  current  and  contingent  expenses  of  the  Indian 
Department,  and  for  fulfilling  treaty  stipulhtions 
with  various  Indian  trilies,  for  the  Ascal  year, 
commencing  the  Ist  July,  m44,  ending  the  90th 
June,  1845. 

The  bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

Mr.  McKAY  next  reported  a  bill  making  ar»pro- 
priations  for  the  support  of  the  Military  Academy 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  the  30th  day  of  June, 
1845. 

It  WHS  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Wliolu  on  the  slate  of  (he  Union. 

Mr.  McK.  likewise  reported  a  bill  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  support  of  the  Army  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  3U,  1845;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  lo  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  ■ 

Mr.  McK.  further  reported  a  bill  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses 
of  the  Government  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  the 
30ih  day  of  June,  1845;  which  wan  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  McKAY  then  submitted  a  series  of  reso- 
lutions, as  follows: 

Retohed,  That  Ihn  OunraUtee  aii  PArpi<(it  AffUira  be  in- 
tftructeil  b)  inquire,  and  r«|turt  m  Uiitt  I1nu»f,wl)eilii;r,  witli 
a  vifW  In  ttie  itlniinutmn  tif  thr  public  i!xpt*ntltinrr«,  and 
wilbout  any  injury  to  Uie  public  M-rvice,  Ibn  yradr  iirM>nitf 
of  UiH  repreneiiuiiivvM  of  itar  Govtrniiiiuiit  abnmtl  may  nut 
be  reduceil ;  aimI  ii'  fo,  wliitt  retluctUm  oC  lUw  deM!ri|iliun 
may,  in  tbu  opinion  of  the  coniniiut***,  be  vaffly  made. 
AI«o,  wliether  repre«i**ntativeri  unw  rxitnin%y  of  any  char- 
acter, may  be  mlely  ili«)tenkeU  with  at  any  anil  wluit  place 
I  now  HO  repruieiitud-  AiiU  ali^n,  wbetber  some  aiturauun  iu 
ttit!  law  ill  reluiion  lu  tlie  com  pen  nation  of  our  di)itomatic 
iigeiitB  abroad,  and  e?pecinlly  in  relation  tn  their  ouvfibi  and 
adowanceiif  may  not  satrly  be  made,  which  will  have  a 
tendency  in  check  the  too  frequent  chanKe»  taking  place  lo 
Ui«  appuiiitmt:nt  of  tbnne  pulilic  uflicerK. 

Re$ale€df  That  the  Committee  on  Terriinries  be  inrtrucl- 
ed  to  inquire,  and  report  to  thin  Htnwr,  what  haro  been  tlie 
tx\Knae*  annually  paid  out  of  tJie  Treuury  of  the  United 
States  for  the  courts  of  the  tJniU'd  States  within  Uie  several 
Territories,  includln|  the  nlaries  lo  the  judses,  and  all 
oilier  eipeoses  growing  out  of  tbe  ornuiizaiion  and  Ihe 
holding  of  such  courts  tor  each  of  the  three  Territories  for 
the  last  four  years;  alM>,  into  tlir  eipediency  of  restricting 
llwjorisdiction  c»f  tlie  Federal  couru  witliiu  ihe'iVrrilorieM 
witbin  the  limiu  preitcribed  for  llie  same  courts  within  the 
SlatM,  and  for  Die  rcduetinn  of  the  number  of  circuits  and 
district* .  and  the  number  of  judges  and  mariibnls,  and  all 
other  officers  of  those  courts,  to  conform  lo  Uie  burineM  so 
limited;  and  funlier,  for  Uic  eBthblisliment  of  territorial 
courts  with  territorial  jurisdiction, to  beorfsnixvd  and  paid 
at  the  Legtslative  Councils  of  tke  respective  Terrltorios  may 


pre»crib«:  and  direct;  and  that  Ihey  rtpon  by  bill  or  ottwr- 

wjite. 

Retolretf^  That  the  Comminee  nn  the  Jadieiirr  be  In- 
structed to  m.ike  the  fn(lowiiig  imiMVnes  in  rolaikin  to  the 
rxpendiinre)4  from  the  public  freitifury  for  ttie  incidental 
and  cnniui||[eHt  e^pf  nsas  oi  Uu9  judiciary  : 

1.  VVlifiliLT  tilt;  per  diem  compoiiaaiion  allowed  to  dis> 
trict  attorneys,  raarithnU,  and  clerks,  may  not  be  wholly 
witblield  without  any  injury  to  the  public  scrvico;  and  If 
not,  n^ether  such  cnrnp<Miimtinn  may  not  be  wholly  wiUi* 
hi:ld  ill  some  circuits  and  districts,  and  Hiaierially  redvOMl 
ill  all,  without  sucli  iqjury.' 

S.  What  suiiiH  are  paid  annually  In  the  varion^  circalta 
and  districts  of  tlic  Unitcil  States  for  rcntf  or  otberwIsH,  as 
compensaiion  for  the  use  ofcnurt-hoUses  or  oih^r  huitdingii 
by  the  various  courts  of  the  United  j^talcs  during  the  re  - 
spectivc  bitting^  or  terms;  and  ilie  terms  or  fittings  held 
annually,  and  their  avenige  duration  for  the  j*furs  lor  which 
Uie  payitirnLi  for  rent  have  been  made;  and  wbeiher  some 
reitirictioiis  mid  regiilaiions  in  reference  to  ilioiie  payments, 
as  well  to  produee  uniformity  as  lo  prtmnttc  ecoumuy, 
sbould  not  be  made  by  law' 

3.  What  have  buuii  the  reajioiis  for  ibe  great  and  rapid 
increase  of  ihoMe  cx|v<.'iulltufes  wiihfii  Ihn  last  tc>w  years; 

Senerally,  how  the  moneys  appro|H'iaied  for  thnae  objjecis 
ave  been  expended;  IVk  w-Iuh  serviuus  the  principal  pay- 
ments are  made  ;  nptm  what  vouchers  Oiid  tuklnnnuialsllie 
accounts  for  those  ex|iendiiures  are  passed  at  the  Treasury; 
what  reduction  of  exp«^ndiiure  may  be  made  in  thisbrancll 
of  the  puMic  service  witli  safety  and  propriety  ;  and  whether 
any,  and  what,  aitemtinna  shuold  be  made  in  tbe  laws  reg- 
ulating tlieaccouittintf  lor  those  appropri<'\Lloiis. 

Resoired,  That  Ibe  Cummittue  ou  Public  Lauds  be  In- 
structed to  inquire— 

1.  Whcilwr  the  oittee  of  secretary,  ereamd  by  ths  sot  of 
4th  July,  1836.  to  sign, in  the  name  of  tlie  Presid<mt  of  tlw 
United  Estates,  patuuU  lor  lands,  may  not  be  aUdi&hed; 
and,  if  necessary,  the  duty  of  stzning  said  |iatt;iits  be  per- 
formed by  S4*ine  nfllc'r  in  the  office  of  the  Commisaioaer  of 
the  General  Land  Office? 

3.  Whether  the  two  keepers  of  the  pirlrtic  arehlvea  in 
Florida,  autliori£*-d  by  the  net  of  the  3d  March,  16S5,  nay 
not  be  di0|>ensed  with,  and  the  satd  urehivus  transftrred 
ehlier  tn  the  office  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Ottice.  or  of  some  public  utftce  in  Uie  Territory  alWe- 
said. 

3.  Whether  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  13th  June,  1S10, 
may  not  besn  niodiAedas  toallowthecmiwtiidationortwo 
t)rmnre  surveying  diisiricts  whenever  the  remnining  surveys 
Uierein  could,  in  llie  i>piaiOH  of  the  Secretary  nl'ihe  Treaa- 
ury,  be  completed  under  tbe  snrveyor  geiierMl  of  one  of 
them  ;  and  aUo,  of  allowing  the  discoiitinniince  of  mid  offi- 
ces whenever  the  exi>ensrs  exceeiriweiiiy  pnr  cenr  Of  the 
annual  amoiint  of  Hiile.',  and  annexing  llie  lands  unauld  to 
s«>me  other  onicei< ;  and 

4.  Whether,  in  consequence  of  the  dinkliilidied  sales  of 
the  public  lniid-<,  and  uUier  causes,  tlie  unmticr  »f  clerks 
and  ntlier  ofHeers  atindied  to  the  oAee  of  ilic  Commls* 
aioiierof  the  General  Land  Office  uiay  not  be  greatly  en* 
ductsd. 

Aeso/eed,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Huildings  btt 
in^triicted  to  inquire  into  tbe  expediency  uiauUnviziiig  the 
collection  of  rea"onni>le  tolln  from  iravclerr>  over  Uie  Po- 
tomac Itridge.  for  the  \mt\t(i**i  of  )>rovidiiig  Inr  ilif^micefl- 
sary  repairs  j^nil  iiiainitfuaiicn  ui'  smd  bridge,  iuehiding  tho 
cuiii|M;nsaiioii  Hf  drnwkee|ien*  and  oUmt  aiieiidiiHa;  ibat 
said  coniinitlee  M*o  Utquire  into  llie  nianagcmcut  of  iha 
petiiteutinry  of  this  DiMrici,  and  the  canoes  why  it  linn  not 
heretofore  supported  Itself,  und  wbethrrnny  chances  in  the 
laws  provided  tor  its  govi'rnnient  are  neci^ssary  hi  iiu-uru 
greater  ecoi)oui>  In  its  admini-iration,  consistently  with  tiie 
object  for  which  it  was  e»i;ili|i<«hed. 

AcM/red,  That  Ihe  Committee  nn  <7ommcroe  be  insiriicted 
in  inqnire  into  the  causes  of  ihe  recent  increase  in  llie  num- 
lier  of  deseriiitiis  and  ili^chargfts  of  AnM-ncan  s>^amell  iu 
foreign  countiie- ;  wlieiber  tlie  laws  ita^ised  lor  their  relief 
have  been  executed  or  not ;  and  ei--pfei»|ly  whether  the  net 
of  theSSih  Fettruary.  19(l3,  which  requiri"4  tbe  pa\ment  of 
three  months*  extra  wages  in  certain  caseit,  liaK  been  com- 
piled with  ;  and,  if  not,  then  |u  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  inipo»ing  a  penalty  on  the  mazier  of  the  vessel  lor  hli* 
refusal  or  uegleci  to  pay  taid  wageii  to  the  cunvnl ;  and  aUo 
of  ini|io*ing  a  penally  on  ihe  con-^ul  for  hix  retu>sl  or  n^-  ■ 
l«ct  lo  account  l<ir  ihe  same  ;  or  of  requiring  said  wage*  lo 
be  paid  in  the  Mrct  instiutce  to  coileciors,  and  by  Uiem  ac> 
couiiied  i«H-  to  ibe  Treasury,  to  constilntu  a  fund  for  tbe 
relief  and  prntfctrnn  of  Auntrican  Mrninen. 

Resolred  fuTtKer,  I'liai  paid  coniinitt<*e  iii(|nlre  into  the 
expediency  of  amending  the  act  of  179U,  so  that  the  fttr- 
feiiure  of  a  aeanian^s  wages  and  effects  fur  devertmii  shall 
accrue  to  ihe  United  States,  and  not  to  Uie  owuer  of  the 
vessel,  to  lie  applied  in  aid  i.f  the  fund  afori-menuoned. 

Mr.  BIDLACK  wiahed  to  submit  on  amend- 
ment, if  it  were  in  order  to  do  so.  He  wished 
to  order  a  resolution  of  inquiry,  calling  upon  the 
Judiciary  Committee  for  certain  information.  It 
was  a  resolution  which  he  bad  had  by  him  some 
time;  but  he  intimated  that  he  had  no  intention 
to  embarrass  the  resolutions  of  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  McKat.] 

Tbe  Clerk  read  the  resolution  for  information. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  objected  to  the  reseluuon, 
on  the  ground  that  it  referred  to  a  different  sub- 
ject, and  could  not,  therefore,  form  part  of  the 
resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Nortn  Carolina, 
[Mr.  McIUt.] 
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'  Mr.  BIDLACK  withdrew  his  amendment,  and 
BBid  he  would  offer  it  at  some  other  time,  when 
he  should  get  an  opporlunity  to  do  so. 

The  resolutions  of  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  were  then  agreed  to. 

NOTICE  OP  A  BILL.       , 
Mr.  RATHBUN  gave  notice  of  his  intention 
hereafter  to  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  in  relation 
to  the  circuit  and  district  courts  of  New  York. 

CONGRESSIONAL  PRINTING. 

Mr.  GREEN,  of  Kentucky,  called  up  his  reso- 
lution, which  was  pending  last  night  when  the 
House  adjourned.     It  was  as  follows: 

Raotcr,!,  That  the  Clerk  «f  liiis  Home  do,  in  connec- 
tion wiUl  the  inlornialion  concerning  public  priming  rc- 
imirtd  by  tlie  resoiulion  (if  tliis  House  of  the  3(1  inslanl,  at 
Ihc  iwme  lime  report  to  litis  Ilottse  the  imnunt  or  aniounljt 
paid  for  lite  priitling  of  tlte  relitrna  of  Ute  last  census,  and 
lu  whom  paid  ;  and,  also,  that  he  report  the  amoutit  of  the 
account  rendered  for  printing  the  compendium  of  the  sixth 
census,  and  the  amount  which  Congress  directed  to  he  paid 
on  said  account. 

After  a  conversation,  in  which  Messrs.  C. 
JOHNSON,  RATHBUN,  and  GREEN  of  Ken- 
tucky, took  part,  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BARNARD  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rules  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  resolutions 
now  lying  on  the  table. 

The  SPEAKER  put  the  question,  and  there 
were  75  in  the  affirmative  and  31  in  the  negative; 
being  less  than  a  quorum. 

Tellers  were  demanded,  and  Mr.  C.  Johnson 
and  Mr.  McIlvaine  were  appointed.     They  took 
the  vote,  and  reported  96-  in  the  affirmative  and 
29  in  the  negative. 
The  rules  were  therefore  suspended. 

ESTIMATES  FOR  FISCAL  YEAR. 

The  following  resoiulion,  offered  by  Mr.  Red- 
ing, on  a  former  day,  was  taken  up  and  agreed 
to,  with  the  modification  of  five  thousand  instead 
of  three  thousand: 

Rnotntd,  That  three  thousand  copies  of  the  letter  nf  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  containins  the  estimates  of  ap- 
propriations for  Oie  year'endiTiK  June  30, 1643,  be  printed 
for  Ute  use  of  the  members  of  tins  House. 

REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  HUGHES,  ETC. 
The  following  resolutions  were  agreed  to: 
RttotriA,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  l>e  directed  to  trans- 
mit to  this  House  a  copy  of  the  report  of  Captain  Hushes, 
of  the  eorps  of  lopojraphical  engineers,  of  the  einnnna- 
lion  and  survey  made  during  the  la»t  season,  nf  the  Hudson 
river,  above  aiid  below  Albany,  with  reference  to  the  navi- 
gation, and  of  the  public  works  connected  with  the  im- 
provement thereof. 

Rriolreil.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed 
to  inform  this  House  of  the  amount  of  etp'odlture  which 
has  been  settled  on  the  certificates  only  of.  the  President  of 
the  l/illted  .States,  since  the  -llh  March,  1839,  and  the  year 
in  which  said  expenditure  was  made. 

JESSE  HOYT. 

The  followins  resolution,  heretofore  offered  by 
Mr.  Davis,  of  Kentucky,  was  taken  up: 

Rtiohtd,  That  the  President  of  the  United  .Slates  he  re- 
quested to  inform  this  llnnse  whether  or  not  .lesse  Hoyi, 
late  collector  of  the  port  ol  New  York,  has  or  has  not  vio- 
lated the  second  section  of  the  act  of  Congress,  entitled 
**  An  act  to  repeal  an  act  to  provide  for  the  collection,  safe- 
keeping, transfer,  and  disbursement  of  the  public  revenue  ; 
and  to  provide  for  the  punishment  of  embezzlers  of  the 
public  money,  and  for  oUier  purposes." 

Mr.  WELLER  moved  that  it  be  laid  upon  the 
table. 

Upon  this  motion  Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky, 
demanded  ihe  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  or- 
dered, and  being  token,  resulted — yeas  35,  nays 
135. 

So  the  resoiulion  was  not  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BELSER  requested  the  gentleman  who 
olTered  the  resolution  to  modify  it,  so  as  not  to 
ask  for  the  opinion  of  the  President,  but  for  the 
facts.  He  did  not  believe  that  the  House  had 
any  right  to  ask  fur  the  President's  opinion. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  (if  Kentucky,  said  thai  the  reso- 
lution did  not  ask  for  the  opinions  of  the  Exec- 
utive. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  seconding  the 
previous  question,  and  rejected — yeas  40,  nays 
73. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  made  some  remarks  not  heard 
by  the  reporter;  when 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  if  debate  arose,  the 
resolution  must  lie  over.  • 

Mr.  HAM  [.IN  said  he  did  not  know  that  any 


gentleman  could  state  the  fact  that  he  wished  to 
debate  the  question  when  he  had  the  floor. 

Mr.  HARALSON  hoped  that  ihe  mover  of  the 
resolution  would  withdraw  the  motion  for  the 
previous  question.  The  resolution  was  certainly 
very  objectionable  in  its  present  shape.  Ii  ciilled 
for  the  opinion  of  the  President  as  to  the  viola- 
tion of  a  certain  law.  He  preferred  having  the 
facts  communicated  by  the  President,  and  he 
hoped  the  resolution  would  be  so  amended  as  to 
attain  that  object.  We  could  then  apply  the  facts 
of  the  case  to  the  law,  and  draw  our  own  conclu- 
sions as  to  the  violation  of  the  law. 

Mr.  BELSER  desired  the  resolution  to  be  read 
again.  He  was  satisfied  that  it  called  on  the 
President  of  the  United  Stales  for  the  expression 
of  his  opinions. 

The  resolution  was  accordingly  read. 

Mr.  H.AMLIN  offered  an  amendment,  adding 
to  the  resolution  the  following  words: 

Rcsohid,  alto,  That  Jesse  Hoyt,  late  collector  of  the  port 
of  New  York,  be  re(|uestcd  to  inform  this  House  if,  in  his 
opinion,  President  Tyler  has  not  violated  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  in  sending  iroopi  into  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island  to  control  the  free  people  of  that  State  in  the 
exercise  of  their  sovereign  rights. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  amendment  was 
not  in  order. 

Mr.  A.  H.  READ  suggested  to  the  moverto  pre- 
sent his  resolution  in  the  form  in  which  such  res- 
olutions were  usually  presented.  This  resolution 
called  on  the  PrcsiJent  of  the  United  Slates  for 
the  expression  of  his  opinion  whether  an  officer 
of  the  Government  had  not  violated  the  law.  If 
the  gentleman  presented  his  resolution  io  a  less 
objectionable  form,  he  thought  every  genlleman 
would  vole  for  it.  Mr.  R.  was  continuing  his 
remarks,  when 

The  SPEAKER  interrupted  him,  and  said  that 
the  resoiulion,  having  given  rise  to  debate,  must 
go  over. 

MARINE  HOSPITALS. 

The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  French,  di- 
recting the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  communi- 1 
cale  to  this  House  what  progress  had  been  mitde 
in  the  purchase  of  a  site  for,  and  in  the  erection 
of,  a  marine  hospiial  on  the  Ohio  ond  Missis- 
sippi rivers,  came  up,  and  was  adopted,  without 
a  division. 

LOUISVILLE  AND  PORTLAND  CANAL. 

The  resoiulion  submitted  by  Mr.  Tibbatts, 
cniring  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  in-  | 
formation  relative  to  the  imposition  of  tolls  on  the 
Louisville  and  Portland  canal,  itc,  (and  which 
were  published  in  the  House  proceedings  in  the 
Globe  at  an  earlier  period  of  the  session,)  came 
up  for  consideration. 

Mr.  C.JOHNSON  hoped  the  gentleman  would 
withdraw  that  pari  of  Ihe  resolution  calling  for 
inibrmolion  in   relation  to   ihe  new  canal,  as  it 
woulii  involve  the  expense  of  additional  surveys,  i 
Mr.  TIBBATTS  replied  that  it  would  involve  [ 
no  expense,  as  all  the  necessary  informalion  wus 
already   in   the  DLpartmeni.     He    would,  how-  j 
ever,  modify  his  resolution  so  as  to  provide  that 
there  should  be  no  additional  surveys.  I 

Mr.  McKAY  here  objected,  and  said  he  wished  1 
the  resolution  to  lie  ovi-r;  but,  upon  nn  explana- 
tion from  Mr.  T.,  withdrew  his  objection;  and  I 
the  resolution,  as  modified,  was  agreed  to.  I 

REMOVALS  FRO.M  OFFICE.  j 

The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Thomasson, 
instructing  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  ]>rovidiiig,  by  law, 
in  all  cases  of  removal   from  office,  thai  it  slmll  : 
be  the  duly  of  the  head  of  the  Department  in  ' 
which  the  removal  shall   be   made,  or  the  officer  j 
making  such  removal,  to  assign  the  reasons  for 
such  removal,  or  furnish  the  charges  which  had 
caused  it,  wus  next  taken  up  and  considered;  but 
objections  being  made,  it  was  laid  over. 
NAVAL  DEPOT. 
The  next  resolution  taken  up  was  the  follow- 
ing, offered  by  Mr.  Boyd: 

Kejolie^.  That  the  Committee  on  Nav.il  Affiiirs  he  in- 
structed to  inijuire  into  the  expediency  of  constructing  a 
naval  deiHjt  u|)on  the  Mis.-issippi  or  Ohio  river,  in  accord- 
ance with  a  recommendation  contained  in  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  hearing  date  December  .i,  1840. 


No  objection  beinj 
agreed  to. 


made,  this  resolution  was 


TOBACCO  TRADE. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr.  C. 
Johnson,  next  came  up;  and  no  objection  being 
made,  was  agreed  to: 

Rusalvtd.  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  re 
quested  to  lay  before  the  House  any  comtnunications  that 
he  may  have  receiveii  (if,  in  bis  opinion,  it  be  not  incom- 
patible with  the  public  interests)  from  onr  Ministers  or 
agents  in  other  countries,  in  relation  to  the  growth,  pro- 
duciion,  and  trade,  in  the  article  of  tobacco,  which  has  Dot 
been  heretofore  communicated  to  Uie  House. 

LIABILITIES  OF  THE  GOVERNMENT. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr. 
Dickinson,  came  up  for  consideration: 

RetoUfd,  That  the  Seerewry  of  the  Treasury  be  directed 
to  report  to  this  Hous«  the  Mnbililies  that  existed  against 
the  Treasury  on  the  Isl  of  March,  18)1 ;  and  a  suteueni 
of  the  items  that  have  been  paid,  and  those  which  remain 
unpaid.  Also,  that  he  furnish  a  statement  of  the  revenue 
received  from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  and  from  th« 
customs  and  other  sources,  in  each  quarter,  from  the  1st 
of  .March,  IMl,  to  the  present  time. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  said  that  he  had  an  amend- 
ment that  he  wished  to  offer,  so  as  to  bring  out 
all  the  facts;  and  asked  his  colleague  to  accept  it 
as  a  modification  of  his  resoiulion.  It  was  to  in- 
struct the  Secretary  to  add  the  liabilities  not  only 
existing  on  \lh  March,  1841,  but  on  the  4th  of 
March,  1843,  so  as  to  compare  the  last  year  of 
Mr. Van  Buren's  administration  with  the  expend- 
itures nf 1843. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  declining  to  modify  his  res- 
olution, 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  submitted  his  amendment 
to  it. 

Mr.  McKAY  objected  to  the  adoption  of  the 
resoiulion;  and  it  was  passed  over. 

REORGANIZATION  OF  THE   MILITIA. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr. 
Moore,  was  next  taken  up;  and,  no  objection 
being  made,  was  agreed  to: 

Rfiolcrd,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  lie  directed  to  lay 
before  this  House,  ai  his  earliest  convenience,  any  plan  or 
reeosiinendattons  he  may  think  cx|iedieiit  and  proper  in  re- 
lation to  the  reorganfKalion  and  discipline  of  the  militta. 

VALUE  OF  IMPORTS. 
The  following  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr. 
Slidell,  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Rrtolrtd,  That  the  Seerelary  of  the  Treasury  cause  to  In 
laid  b>fore  the  Hou'C  a  statement,  shnwiiig  the  viliie  of 
nianin'actures  of  wool,  cotton,  silk,  tlax,  iron,  glass,  paper, 
hemp,  cordage,  and  the  quantity  of  su.!ar,  molasses,  tea, 
coffee,  and  salt,  imported  annually,  al\er  deduoting  the  re_ 
exporlations  entitled  to  drawback  ;  the  rate  of  duly,  and 
nnioiinl  of  duty,  deduction  being  made  for  drawback,  whieh 
accrued  annually  on  each  respeelively,  from  1800  to  IKll, 
from  Ihli  to  1815,  from  1816  to  1834,  from  1805  to  IKS,  from 
1839  to  183>.  and  from  183:1  to  184-2,  inclusive.  Second.  A 
statement  showing  the  value  ol'  import-^,  and  the  amount  of 
duties  which  accrued  thereon,  alter  dediicling  drawbacks, 
annually,  from  I80J  to  1842.  inelusiv-j.  Third.  A  sutenient 
showing  the  quautitv  of  refined  sugar  imported,  the  rale  nf 
drawback,  and  Ihe  itmount  of  such  drawhaek,  annually, 
during  the  same  period. 

Various  other  resolutions  were  read,  objecled 
to,  and  laid  aside. 

LEASES   OF   LEAD   MINES. 
The  next  resolution  taken  up  and   agreed  to 
was  the  following;  which  had  been  presented  by 
Mr.  Hock: 

Rtwiced,  That .  the  Secretary  of  War  he  requested  to 
coniinunicatc  to  this  House,  al  as  early  a  day  as  praclica- 

bl,. 

i.  The  amount  of  lead  collected  and  received  by  the  Gov- 
ernment as  rent,  from  the  eslablishinent  of  its  agency  at 
the  lead  mines  of  the  Upper  Mississippi,  down  to  the  year 
1835  ;  and  the  numlier  of  salaries  or  compensaiion  respect- 
ively |>ai(l  to  eaeli  of  tlie  otTicers  or  other  persiins  employed 
at  the  said  agency,  and  engaged  in  the  collection  and  »io.  - 
keeping  of  said  rent  lead  ;  and  all  other  eonlingent  expen- 
ses of  said  agency  during  the  period  aforesaid. 

a.  The  amount  of  rent  lead  received  by  the  Covemuisnt 
from  the  year  183,",  to  the  present  time,  particularly  Uis- 
linguishing  the  amounts  received  since  the  apisiinimeol 
of  the  present  superiniendent  of  the  lead  minis  ;  also,  IM 
numlier  and  names  of  the  |>ersons  at  present  in  Ihe  em- 
ployinent  of  the  Government  as  agenu,  clerks,  surveyors, 
or  otherwise,  al  the  said  superinlendeitcy  ;  and  the  ref  peet- 
ivc  salaries  or  comiiensatbni  paid  to  each  ;  and  other  con- 
tingent expenses  growing  out  of  said  agency,  and  the  fund 
out  of  which  the  same  are  discharged. 

3.  'Ihe  number  of  leases  granted  by  Ihe  present  supenn 
lendcnt  since  his  appoinlment  to  olfice.  and  the  quanlilyol 
lilid  contained  in  each;  also,  the  number,  as  neaily  as  may 
be  ascertained  from  iiilorinalion  in  Ihe  |H>ssession  ofUlo 
Ueiartinent,  of  lie  rsons  engaged  in  mining  and  faruiingujoa 
Ihe  reserved  lands  of  the  Government  on  Uie  U|iper  Mis- 
sissippi ;  also,  the  instructions  of  ilie  nep.nrtmenl  to  uw 
present  superintendent,  and  copies  of  any  correspondeneo 
between  the  said  supcrintendcnland  the  Department  upon 
tlie  subject  of  the  mineral  lands  ot  the  Uoverinnenl ;  ana 
any  other  information  in  tlie  posjcwion  of  Uie  Uepatiuiuii 
in  relation  to  Uie  same. 
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TITLE  TO  OBEGON. 

Mr.  WsimronTB's  reaolutioa  waa  Uiken  up, 
Iknd  agreed  to,  as  followa: 

lt«<o<M4,  Thai  the  PraaUent  of  the  United  Bialee  be  re- 
qncaied  toenmmunicate  to  this  Unuse,  if,  in  bie  opinion, 
not  iaconsiitent  wiib  the  public  interests,  copies  of  all  cor- 
fvepondence  with  any  foreljpi  QoTernoient  relative  to  the 
»ecupanu7,  title,  diiooverf,  and  bouadarie*  of  Oregon  Tet- 
riuwy.  « 

UNSOLD  LAND— THE  WABASH. 

Mr.  Ficklih's  resolution  calling  apon  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  for  information  relative  to 
the  unsold  land  in  sundry  land  districts,  and  im- 
prorement  of  the  Wabash,  was  taken  up  and 
■greed  to,  as  follows: 

Rtaohtd,  Tbat  the  Secretary  of  Ibe  Treamry  be  r«- 
queated,  at  h{«  «arlle«t  convenience,  to  lay  before  tbe  Houie 
a  report  of  the  number  of  acres  of  anaold  land  in  the  Pal- 
ei^iiie,  VinceHBes,  and  Shawneetown  land  districts ;  and 
also  ilie  l4*H|ih  of  time  any  portion  of  said  latidn  bas  been 
in  market  in  each  di«uicl.  AniK  al«o,  ttiathe  lay  before  the 
Boose  a  report  of  tbe  number  or  acres  of  unsold  lands  lying 
la  the  Kaakaskia  and  Vandalia  land  districts,  on  tin  Kas- 
kasktat  ri««r ;  and  that  h*  state  tbe  Uwgtl)  of  lima  that  land 
IMS  been  oflered  for  sale  in  each  of  said  laad  districts.  And, 
also,  tbat  be  give  such  Information  as  he  may  have  relative 
to  tbe  suscepUbiliiy  of  the  improvement  of  ibe  great  tVa- 
1i  river,  (torn  Terre  Haute  (the  termination  of  tbe  Wa- 
i  aad  Brie  canal)  to  iu  Junetbia  witli  tbe  Obio  i ivar. 

FURNACES  OP  THE  HOUSE. 
Mr.  Belsek's  resolution  relative  to  the  fur- 
naces under  the  Hall  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, was  referred  to  an  appropriate  standing 
committee. . 

MEXICAN  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  Hotraroir's  resolution ,  calling  on  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  Cnited  States  for  information  relative 
to  claims  on  Mexico,  was  taken  up  and  agreed 
to,  as  follows: 

Baolttd,  That  tba  President  of  the  United  Slates  be  re- 
quesied  to  coramanicate  to  the  House,  so  far  as  In  bis  Jndg-- 
nent  Ibe  same  may  be  done  wltboai  prejudice  to  the  public 
iaierasi,  any  infonDaiion  io  his  posMssion  relative  to  the 
ctaiins  of  tbe  citizens  of  the  United  States  upon  the  Bepub- 
lie  of  Mexico;  copies  ofaucb  correspnudeiice  as  may  have 
betm  bad  in  reference  in  Uie  same ;  and  his  views  in  regard 
to  tbe  adjustment  and  liquidaiioo  of  said  claims. 

ST.  LOUIS  HARBOR. 

Mr.  Bowlin's  resolution,  calling  oir  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  for  the  report  of  the  engineer  of  Sf. 
Loaia  harbor,  was  agreed  to,  as  follows: 

I.  ResaiMd,  Tbat  tbe  Secretary  of  War  be,  and  he  la 
hereby,  requested  to  cauue  to  be  laid  before  the  House  the 
bite  report  of  the  engineer  employed  in  the  survey  of  iheSi. 
LouU  liarbor,al  his  earliest  convenience,  (ogcllier  wllb  his 
esiiinatesof  ilie  possible  amounlneC'  ssary  Ibrils  permauetii 
iDipmveiuenl 

9.  Rtwhtd,  Tbat  tbe  Secretary  of  War  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this  House  tbe 
amount  of  the  separate  esllmaies  Ibr  the  improvement,  ftrtt, 
of  tliA  Ohio  river  below  iho  fallR ;  teoonrf/y,  for  the  improve- 
ment of  Ibe  Mis)*isfiippi  river;  tAini/y,  fur  tlie  iiiiprovumetil 
of  the  Arkansas  river ;  fourthly^  Oir  ihe  inipruveinent  of  the 
MissriUri  river;  separathtg  the  general  estimates  for  these 
objects  so  as  to  inform  tlie  llouae  of  liiiuiarileular  estiuuites 
afeaeh.  ^ 

PLORIDA  INDIANS. 

Mr.  Levy's  resolution,  calling:  upon  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  Cnited  States  to  inform  the  House 
under  what  arrangements  the  Florida  Indiana  are 
permitted  to  remain  in  Florida,  and  whether  trad- 
ing-houses have  been  established,  was  taken  up 
and  adopted,  as  follows: 

Rfolred,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Slates  be 
requested  to  inform  Ibe  House  under  what  arrangements 
the  Indiaus  at  present  In  Plnrids  remain  there  |  wbelher 
aB7,  and  wliat,  stops  are  in  progress  (br  their  removal  un- 
der the  treaty  of  Payne's  Landing ;  whether  any  trading- 
boates  have  been  established,  or  are  contemplated  to  he 
established,  for  their  use ;  wlietber  any  compensation  is 
paid  to  any  one  as  Indian  agent  or  commissioner  in  Plor- 
ida ;  whether  any  annuity  or  presents  have  been  allowed  to 
any  of  the  Indians  now  in  Florida;  and  wtttit  pan  of  the 
faiblie  domaja  in  Florida  has  been  tiurreitdt-red  to  the  ex 
elnslv«  oeenpaiion  of  said  Indians,  Ihe  area  aad  bouiida- 
Mestbcrenf,  and  whether  said  oecupaiioii  is  unconditional, 
or  Ibr  a  definite  period,  and  upon  stipulated  turms. 

PUBLIC  LANDS  IN  FLORIDA. 

Mr.  LEVY'S  resolutions  on  this  subject  were 
ad4>pted,  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  Conualsatoner  of  the  General  Land 
OSeebe  required  tn  report  to  lliia  House  what  eaneellaiioas 
•f  permits,  issued  under  tbe  act  for  the  occupation  of  the 
Flofjda  peninsula,  have  been  ordered  by  him,  tbe  datesand 
otNer  psnicahirs  of  said  permits,  and  the  grounds  upon 
whieb  thM  ware  oaneried. 

Rtnl—d./nrlkn,  That  (be  Comsiissiaaer  of  tbe  Gen- 
eral Land  Office  be  required  U>  report  to  this  House  what 
reservations  of  public  lands  in  Florida  bave  been  mode,  and 
the  dates  at  which  the  land  officers  of  tbe  appropriate  dia- 
trtcts  were  oflkiajlyiofarmed  of  said  reaervattcns.  I 


■RB8PECT  TO  MRS.  HABI80N. 
The  ibIlownDg  letter  was  received  from  Mrs. 
MKdison,  and  read  to  the  House: 

"  WASHiaoToa,  Jammry  9, 1B44. 

Permit  ma  to  thank  you,  genUemen,  as  tbe  committee  oa 
tbe  pan  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  for  Ihe  greaigrat- 
iflcation  you  have  this  day  conferred  upon  me,  by  the  de- 
livco'  of  the  favor  from  that  honorable  body  nllnwinf;  me  a 
seat  within  ha  Hall.  I  shall  be  ever  proud  to  reoollecl  it, 
w  a  token  of  their  reaembrancs,  collectively  and  individ- 
Bsl(y,  ofoas  who  has  gone  before  ua. 

D.  P.  MADISON. 

BXECDTiyE  COMMUNICATIONS. 

The  following  communications,  received  from 
the  E)sectitiTe  Departments,  were  read,  referred 
to  appropriate  committees,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed: 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
transpnitting  the  report  of  the  Fifth  Auditor  of 
the  Treasury.  Referrred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  Slate,  transmit- 
ting to  Congress  statements  in  obedience  to  the 
twentieth  section  of  the  act  "  legalizing  and  mak- 
ing appropriations  for  such  necessary  objects  as 
hare  been  usually  included  in  the  general  appro- 
priation bills,  without  authority  of  law,  and  to 
nx  and  provide  for  certain  incidental  expenses  of 
the  departments  and  offices  of  Government,  and 
for  other  purposes." 

A  letter  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  transmitting  a  letterfrom  the  Secretary  of 
Stale,  and  a  correspondence  between  that  officer 
and  the  Minister  from  Portugal.  Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  AITairs. 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  trans- 
mitting abstracts  of  all  oSers  made  (those  reject- 
ed and  those  accepted)  to  that  Oepanraent  and 
its  several  bureaus,  fur  articles  coming  under 
their  cognizance. 

PAT  OF  COMMISSIONERS. 

Mr.  BIDLACK  ofTured  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  was  agreed  to: 

Jtssolssd,  That  the  Commlilee  on  the  Judiciary  ba  di- 
rected to  Inquire  into  tbe  expediency  of  making  provision, 
by  law,  for  the  payment  of  such  cooimlss'oners  as  have 
licen,  or  may  be,  apiminled  by  virtue  of  the  act  of  I9lli 
Mareli,  1843,  amenduinry  of  tbe  acts  eslabllsblng  the  Judl- 
dary  courts  of  the  UniMd  Slates. 

REPORT  ON  THE   RULES. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  that  the  business 
now  io  order  was  the  coiuuderation  of  the  motion 
to  recommit  tlie  report  of  the  setectcommittee  on 
the  rules. 

Mr.  PARMENTER  moved  to  suspend  tbe 
rules  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  reports  from 
standing  committees,  such  as  would  not  give  ri«e 
to  debate. 

A  division  being  called  for,  fifty-one  votes 
were  given  in  the  affirmative;  which  being  les^ 
than  two  thirds,  the  rules  were  not  suapended. 

The  report  on  rules  was  then  taken  up  for  con- 
sideration, Mr.  A.  V.  Broivh  being  entitled  to 
tRe  floor.     He  yielded,  however,  to 

Mr.  CLINTON,  who  moved  that  the  consid- 
eration of  this  subject  ba  postponed  until  Tuesday 
week.  ^ 

Mr.  WINTHROP  moved  to  amend  the  propo- 
sition to  postpone,  so  as  to  make  this  subject  the 
order  of  the  day  for  that  and  every  succeeding 
day,  until  the  same  was  disposed  of. 

Mr.  A.  V.  BROWN  inquired  whether  it  was 
in  order  for  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
[Mr.  WiNTHRop]  to  submit  his  amendment  at 
this  time,  as  he  had  yielded  the  floor  only  for  i 
the  specific  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York. 

The  SPEAKER  decided  tbat  the  amendment 
was  in  order;  but  added  tbat  it  would  require  a 
vote  of  two  thirds. 

Mr.  WINTHROP  said,  according  to  his  un- 
derstanding of  parliamentary  practice,  a  majority 
was  sufficient  to  carry  the  amendment;  and  when 
that  was  done,  it  would  require  two  third'  to 
adopt  tlie  resolution  as  amended. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  was  considered  by  the 
Chair  that  the  question  of  postponement  would 
be  the  first  question,  and  then  the  gentleman's 

Kroposition  to  make  it  a  special  order  would  fol- 
>w,  and  would  require  a  vole  of  two  thirds  for 
its  adoption. 

Mr.  BIDLACK  proposed,  in  order  to  relieve 
the  Housa  fr<»i%b4liia  diSctlHy,  a  division  of  th« 
question;  and  upon  this  motion, 


Mn  C.  JOHNSON  demanded  the  previous 

question. 

Mr.  ADAMS  desired  the  gentleman  fromTen* 
nesaee  to  withdraw  his  call  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion for  a  moment,  to  allow  him  an  opportunity 
to  say  a  few  words.  A  very  large  majority  of 
that  House  had  decided  that  they  would  not  lay 
the  subject  upon  the  table;  that  vote  he  regarded 
as  an  expression  of  the  determi  nation  of  the  House 
not  to  dispose  of  the  report  in  that  way;  and  yet 
it  seemed  to  him  that  the  motion  now  made 
amounted  to  no  thing  more!  than  an  indirect  method 
of  arriving  at  the  same  result.  He  hoped,  there- 
fore, the  llouse  would  refuse  to  postpone  the 
consideration  of  this  report  any  longer;  it  was  a 

auesiion  which  was  at  all  times  of  importance  to 
lis  House.  That  a  bare  majority  was  suffici^n^ 
to  postpone,  and  yet  that  it  required  ^wo  lliirda 
to  make  it  a  speciaJ  order,  appeared  to  him  a  most 
extraordinary  decision. 

Mr.  REDINO  said  he  believed  the  previouf 
question  had  been  called ;  and  that  it  was  out  of 
order,  therefore,  for  the  gentlemen  to  debate  tba 
question. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  withdrew  his  call  for  g>« 
previous  question;  and 

Mr.  CLINTON  then  withdrew  his  motion  to 
postpone.  " 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  was  proceeding  toad- 
dress  some  observations  to  tJie  Chair,  when  ha 
was  informed  by  the  Speaker  that  lbs  motion  waa 
withdrawn. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  said  he  desired  to  inquire  of 
the  genUeroan  from  Massachusetts  whether,  if 
the  report  should  be  recomnitted,  the  committe* 
would  be  prepared  within  a  short  time  to  report 
again  > 

Mr.  A.  V.  BROWN  rose  to  a  point  of  order. 
The  gentleman  from  Peanaylvania  had  risen  to 
ask  a  question  of  yie  Chair,  and  now  he  waa 
going  on  to  put  questions  to  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts;  and  they  all  knew  that  when  tha 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  began  to  answer 
questions,  it  was  impossible  to  tell  when  he  would 
stop.  [A  laugh.]  He  said  there  were  three  dis- 
tinct propositions  now  to  be  decided  by  the 
House.  The  first  one  was,  pel  to  receive  abolip 
tion  |<etitions;  the  secopd  to  neeive,  but  not  to 
refer,  report,  or  debate  upon  them;  the  third,  to 
receive  tJiein,  and,  treatiiig  them  like  other  ordi- 
nary petitions,  to  refer  them  to  a  committee,  to 
report  upon  them,  and  to  debate  them.  He  bad  al- 
ways voted  for  the  first  of  these  propositions;  h« 
wss  prepared  to  vole  for  it  now,  and  to  vindicate 
luid  maintain  that  vole  here,  and  everywhere. 

What  objection,  is  urged  to  the  Slst  rule— exr 
eluding  these  petitions.  I  ask  not  what  the  rav- 
ing fanatic  out  of  this  House  has  said,  but  what 
honorable  membera  here  have  told  us  in  this  very 
debate.  They  tell  us  this  31st  rule  has  molaUi 
tbe  great  constitutional  right  of  petition.  I  deny 
it.  They  tell  us  that  it  bas  turned  tlieae  petition- 
ers Old  <ifdoon,  and  driven  them  with  scorn  and 
conitmpi  from  these  Halls.  I  deny  it.  The  gentle- 
man (irom  Now  York  has  said  it;  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina  has  said  it;  Ihe  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  has  said  it;  others  have  said 
it.  I  deny  it;  and  stand  hereto-day  to  defy  them; 
one  and  all,  to  defy  them — to  what?  To  lite 
proofs.' 

Where  is  that  proof.'  It  lies  on  your  table.  Tt 
is  in  the  public  records  of  this  House.  Well, 
what  do  they  tell  us.'  Take  that  petition,  as  it 
was  said,  Mrniififlf  thousand  signatures;  or  take 
that  Auge  roll  that  adorned  tbe  table  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  last  session;  or  take 
that  one  for  the  dissolution  of  the  Union;  or  tbat 
one  from  New  York  praying  to  be  stparmttd  from 
the  institutions  of  slavery;  take  any  one  or  ail 
of  these  cases,  and  let  us  see  if  we  either  violated 
the  right  of  petitioners,  or  turned  them,  unheard, 
•cornfully  from  our  doors. 

1.  Tbe  people  assembled  peaceably.  Did  we 
violate  that  right  ? 

3.  They  petitioned  for  the  redress  of  real  or 
imaginary  gruvancei.    Did  we  prevent  that  ? 

3.  They  sentthem  to'theirownselectediysnto. 
Did  we  prevent  that? 

4.  That  agent  brought  them  within  these  halls, 
and  prtunUd  them  Io  this  Houde.  Did  we  pre- 
vent that  ? 

What  next  did  that  agent  do  ?  He  rose  op  in 
his  place,  and,  when  all  eves  were  turned  upon 
him,  and  all  ears  open  to  nia  voice,  he  informed 
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this  House  who  they  were,  what  they  complained 
of|  how  they  reasoned  on  the  subject,  and  what 
redress  they  prayed  for.  These  are  the  facts.  The 
record  proves  them,  and  gentlemen  know  them. 

Now,  the  question  is.  Hare  we  cloven  down  the 
right  of  petition?  Have  we  driven  the  petition- 
ers with  scorn  f^om  our  doors?  No,  we  have 
not.  We  have  heard  them  by  their  own  selected 
agent.  They  did  not  come  themselves — they 
came  by  their  agent.  We  received  that  agent. 
He  spoke  for  them,  and  made  known  to  us  their 
prayer.  The  moment  their  prayer  was  heard 
their  right  of  petition  was  perfected.  Their  r^At 
was  to  petition — our  duty  was  to  hear.  When 
we  did  netir  them,  throush  their  agent,  their  right 
yraa  ended.  All  after  that  was  our  right.  To 
decide  at  once,  or  to  go  through  the  tedious  for- 
malities of  legislation,  was  for  us  to  determine. 
tJnder  the  2lst  rule  we  decided  promptly — at 
once — what  these  gentlemen  nearly  all  say  we 
ought  finally  to  have  done.  Let  me  explain  all 
this  by  a  domestic  illustration  which  none  can  fail 
to  understand.  The  mother,  with  her  darling 
child,  buried  as  she  may  be  in  her  ordinary  pur- 
■aita,  is  vet  bound  to  hear  all  the  complaints  of 
that  child;  the  child  has  a  right  to  be  heard.  But 
being  heatd,  what  next?  If  the  request  be  un- 
reaaonableor  impossible,  she  may  answer  prompt- 
ly, "  no."  If  sne  be  doubtful,  she  may  answer, 
"1  will  consider  of  it,"  or,  "  I  will  tell  vou  by- 
•nd-by. "  In  a  ease  like  this,  whatever  the  child 
might  think  of  the  impatience  or  unkindness  of 
the  decision,  it  could  never  say,  "  my  parent  re- 
fused to  hear  me."  This  is  the  31st  rule,  and 
this  the  practice  under  it,  which  has  been  so  much 
misrepresented  and  misunderstood. 

Gentlemen  may  tell  roe  that  the  fact  of  ita  be- 
ing so  much  misunderstood  is  a  ground  for  its 
abandonment. .  Why,  then,  was  not  a.  rale  re- 
ported clearing  up  this  misconception,  by  ieeUtr- 
Ing  on  its  fate  that  these  petitions  should  be  re- 
ceived, but  going  no  further?  Why  did  not  the 
■gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.BeAHDSLEr]  pro- 
pose to  go  that  far  f  And  because  that  was  all 
the  right  of  petition  could  require,  why  did  he  not 
■top  tliere  ?  Stopping  there,  the  South ,  if  not  sat- 
isfied, would  yet  nave  been  safe — safe  in  the  en- 
joyment of  her  constitutional  rights,  and  perhaps 
safe  from  the  fires  of  insurrection.  Stopping 
there,  too,  the  people  of  the  North  would  have 
been  safe  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  constitutional 
right  of  petition;  and  more  than  this,  the  Demo- 
cratic North  would  have  been  safe  from  the  im- 
putation of  her  enemies,  that  she  sought  the  alli- 
ance or  the  propitiation  of  the  abolitionary  flinat- 
icism  of  the  day. 

What  do  gentlemen  tell  as  in  favor  of  the  total 
abandonment  of  this  rule  ?  Why,  they  tell  us 
that  it  is  the  most  effectual  way  to  pat  down  abo- 
lition. They  had  as  well  tell  us  that  the  best  way 
to  save  a  city  is  to  pull  down  all  her  fortifications; 
that  the  surest  way  to  repel  invasion  is  to  sur- 
render all  the  mountain  passes  and  strongholds 
where  you  might  overcome  the  enemy.  Put  down 
the  Abolitionists  by  granting  four  oat  of.five  of 
the  very  things  they  ask  for:  first,  they  ask  you 
to  receive  their  petitions;  second,  to  refer  them; 
third,  to  report  on  them;  fourth,  to  let  them  be 
debated;  and  fifth,  to  abolish  the  institution  of 
slavery. 

These  are  the  five  things  asked  for,  and  the 
aigument  is,  to  put  them  dowb  by  granting  four 
out  of  five  of  them. 

Why  refer  them?  Do  you  doubt?  No.  Why 
report  on  them .'  Do  you  mean  to  pass  them  ? 
No.  Why  debate  them  ?  Why,  you  say  that 
you  are  all  of  one  mind.  Why,  then,  all  this 
round  of  legislative  formality  ?    Is  it  done  in  hy- 

Socriay  ?  1  will  not  say  it,  nor  think  it.  Is  it 
one  to  propitiate,  by  snowing  respect  to  the  Ab- 
olitionists? I  will  not  show  it,  because  I  do  not 
f«el  it. 

But  I  have  one  conclusive  and  irresistible  argu- 
ment to  show  that  this  is  not  the  way  to  put  down 
the  Abolitionists;  you  hate  tried  it.  On  the  same 
speech  which  was  made  by  thfr  gentleman  from 
New  York,  (if  not  word  for  word,  certainly  on 
the  same  arguments,)  the  Pinckney  resolutions 
were  passed.  The  petitions  were  received;  they 
were  referred,  and  reported  upon  in  the  most 
dienified  and  respectful  manner.  Did  this  satisfy 
Abolitionists,  or  allay  excitement?  No;  the  very 
next  session  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
cnme  walking  into  this  Haill  with  fifty  thousand 


petitioners  at  his  heels.  Under  that  resolution 
the  cry  was  raised.  Now  is  the  time — the  doors 
of. Congress  stand  wide  open;  put  all  your  ma- 
chinery in  motion;  bring  out  your  candidates — « 
men  that  will  not  vote  for  a  siavebolding  Speaker 
— men  that  will  be  safe  to  trust  on  the  commit- 
tees— men  who  will  be  able  in  debate  to  espouse 
and  sustain  our  cause;  if  those  who  have  be- 
friended us  thus  (kr  will  not  go  further— if  he  of 
Masaachusetu — if  Stade  and  Clark  and  Gales 
shaJl  falter  in  their  course,  down  with  them; 
everything  for  our  cause,  and  nothing  for  our 
men. 

This,  sir,  was  the  abolition  cry,  and  w^were 
forced  to  retrace  our  steps — to  resort  to  the  Ather- 
ton  resolutions;  from  them  we  were  forced  to  the 
31st  rule;  and  now  we  are  told  we  must  surren- 
der all. 

I  wish  now  to  tell  the  gentlemen  of  the  North 
why  we  of  the  South  are  so  much  opposed  to 
referring  these  petitions.  If  you  refer,  you  must 
report;  if  you  report,  you  must  debate;  if  you 
debate,  you  annually  question  our  title.  This 
must  finally  diminish,  if  not  destroy,  the  value  of 
our  property.  An  annual  suit  for  a  tract  of  land 
— suit  after  suit — is  brought;  will  not  the  land 
become  valueless,  and  the  owner  ready  to  surren- 
der it  forever?  It  will  keep  the  South  in  perpet- 
ual excitement.  And  lastly,  you  kindle  the  fires 
of  insurrection.  The  words  of  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  uttered  here,  have  often 
fallen  on  the  ears  of  the  South  like  the  toll  of  the 
fire-bell  at  night.  Gentlemen  surely  do  not  un- 
derstand what  is  going  on  in  the  South.  Hun- 
dreds and  thousands  of  our  slaves  have  learned 
to  read  with  our  children,  under  a  relaxation 
prompted  by  the  noblest  humanity;  hence  our 
annual  debates  here  could  not  fail  to  be  known  to 
them  there.  The  address  of  the  Abolitionists  to 
their  masters  is  there — the  address  of  the- Aboli- 
tionists to  themselves  is  there;  they  are  read  by 
the  flickering  light  of  a  midnight  fire.  They  are 
told,  in  the  latter  address,  not  to  kill,  not  to  shed 
innocent  blood,  but  to  take  horses  and  money  and 
clothes,  and  whatever  else  may  facilitate  their 
escape,  and  flee  to  the  free  Stales,  where  friends 
are  waiting  to  conduct  them  to  uiinada.  But  what 
they  may  do  I  know  not,  when  they  shall  read 
(as  read  they  will)  the  celebrated  Pittsburg  letter. 
There  'a  new  idea  is  presented. 

Little  does  the  gentleman,  perhaps,  know  what 
mischief  may  flow  from  that  address.  "  He  be- 
lieved the  abolition  of  slavery  would  be  efTecled 
in  some  way,  either  peaceably  oi*  by  blood;  but 
in  whatever  way,  Ae  wm  for  it."  Where  did  he 
get  that  idea  from?  Not  from  the  Abolitionists, 
for  they  only  said,  steal  and  fly!  Did  he  get  it 
from  the  bloody  scene  of  San  Domingo,  where 
they  shed  the  blood  of  a  sleeping  infant,  and  stuck 
a  pole  through  its  yet  warm  and  quivering  body, 
and  under  that  standard  marched,  with  the  torch 
in  one  hand  and  the  sword  in  the  other? 

These  are  some 'of  the  consequences  which 
prompt  me  earnestly  to  appeal  to  tha'true  and 
sincere  friends  of  the  Constitution  to  let  this  report 
go  back  to  the  committee.  Let  the  whole  com- 
mittee be  present,  and  perhaps  they  imiy  report 
back  to  us  the  31st  rule.  I  think  they  ought  to 
do  so.  I  will  vote  for  it  again,  as  I  have  often 
done  before.  But  if  they  will  not,  then  let  them 
report  some  modification  of  the  rule,  which  will 
put  the  right  of  petition  out  of  all  cavil  and  dis- 
pute. But  if  they  will  do  neither  of  these;  if  they 
still  persist  in  not  only  receivif^,  but  referring, 
reporting,  and  debating  these  petitions,  then  I  say 
let  the  l^uth  know  it  at  once.  Let  her  know  her 
true  friends,  and  who  are  her  false  and  deceitful . 
ones.  Let  her  know  the  wwrst,  and  prepare  for 
the  worst. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  rose  and  asked  if  the  mom- 
ins  hour  had  not  expired  ? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  there  was  still  one 
minute  unexpired. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  asked  if  he  would  not  be 
entitled  to  the  floor  when  this  subject  again  came 
up? 

The  SPEAKER  said,  though  the  morning  hour 
had  now  expired,  the  gentleman's  hour  had  not. 

Some  conversation  ensued  between  Mr.  AD- 
AMS, the  SPEAKER,  Mr.  SAUNDERS,  and 
others. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  moved  that  the  House  go 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole;  i^ieh  was  agreed 
to. 


RErSRENCK  OF  PRESIDBIIT's  MESSAGE. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Winthhop  in  the  chair,) 
and  took  up  the  pending  motion  to  refer  that  por- 
tion of  the  President's  message  which  refers  to 
western  lakes  and  rivers,  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  with  the  amendment  thereon. 

Mr.  FICKBIN  said  it  was  impossible  for  him 
to  tell  what  would  be  the  ultimate  action  of  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  on  the  subject  new 
before  the  committee.  There  was  one  tliiag,  how- 
ever, certain:  that  they  of  the  West  felt  a  deep 
and  an  abiding  interest  in  the  question,  and  were 
anxious  to  have  it  referred  to  a  committee  of  its 
friends.  They  thought  that  a  committee  comiog 
from  the  West — a  committee  which  felt  an  inter- 
est in  everything  that  concerned  the  West— a 
committee  that  felt  themselves  bound  to  investi- 
gate this  subject  narrowly — would  be  more  likelf 
to  present  it  before  the  House  and  the  country  in 
a  light  to  do  it  justice.  He  was  aware  that  indi- 
viduals residing  in  the  interior  of  portions  of  ths 
older  States — Suites  that  were  not  directly  inter- 
ested in  this  question — did  not  feel  a  great  deal  of 
interest  with  respect  to  the  result  of  the  actioDof 
Congress  upon  it;  but  in  the  West  it  was  other- 
wise. 

With  the  permission  of  the  committee,  he 
would  read  some  few  passages  from  the  mesawe 
of  the  President  presented  at  the  opening  of  toe 
present  session,  before  he  proceeded  with  his 
remarks. 

The  President,  among  other  things,  said: 

"  fa  the  Bean  thna,  the  couniry  hM  be«u  ttetiHf  ti- 
vancifiE  in  all  that  cotiiribtuea  to  nstiniisl  greaCneM.  Ths 
tldf^  or  population  cnntiDues  unbrokenly  to  flow  Into  Ifee 
new  State*  uid  Terriioriet,  where  a  nfufe  i*  Awni  sol 
only  Tor  niir  native-lmm  rpllow-cjltzens,  bat  roremvasil 
from  all  ports  of  Uie  civilizi^d  world,  who  come  aoion  ni 
to  partake  or  tlio  ble«sit)^  of  our  free  instituUnn*,  an  to  ^ 
aid,  by  their  labor,  to  swell  the  current  of  our  wealth  and 
power. 

'■  It  iadae  to  every  eonsideralinn  of  public  policy  thai  the 
lakes  and  rivers  of  the  West  sbnold  receive  all  such  auen- 
tion  at  the  bandx  of  Con]»reM  as  the  Cniialliution  win  enable 
it  to  bestow.  Works  in  favorable  and  proper  altuatiORS  oa 
the  lakes  would  be  found  to  be  as  indlspeninbly  necessary, 
in  case  of  war,  to  carry  on  safe  and  successful  naval  opera- 
tions, as  fbniflcations  ou  the  Atlantic  aea-board.  The  ap- 
proprialion  lasde  by  the  last  Coa^ntM  for  Uio  iraproveneot 
of  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  river,  has  baea  diU- 
(enily  and  edleiently  applied. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  New  York 
[Mr.  Barnaki)]  arraigned  the  President  for  call- 
ing the  attention  of  Congress  to  the  western  lakes, 
and  to  the  western  rivers,  and  not  calling  the  at- 
tention of  Congress  to  tite  Hudson  river,  asd 
others  of  that  kind.  Now,  as  that  eentleman,in 
rising  to  make  his  speech  on  that  subject,  said  he 
did  not  rise  to  disparage  the  western  rivers  and 
lakes,  so  he  said  he  did  not  rise  on  this  occasion 
to  disparage  the  Hudson  river.  Whatever  fame 
it  possessed,  he  was-willing  it  should  remain  in 
full  force;  but  i^  did  think  the  President  stood 
justified  in  the  recommendation  he  had  made;  be- 
cause, between  the  majestic  Mississippi  and  the 
Hudson  river,  there  was  but  little  comparison. 
The  President  had  his  thanks  for  the  recommend- 
ation he  had  made,  and  he  knew,  he  would  have 
the  thanks  of  the  people  of  the  West,  of  all  par- 
ties and  all  distinctions,  for  the  justice  he  bad 
done  to  the  western  rivers  and  western  lakes  in 
his  message  to  Congress.  The  people  of  the 
whole  valley  of  the  Mississippi  felt  that  their 
rights  had  been  allowed  too  long  to  ■lumber;they 
fell  that  they  had  not  been  reganled  by  Congress; 
they  felt  that  millions  bad  been  lavished  on  the 
sea-board,  and  on  the  Navy  and  Army,  on  forti- 
fications, on  light-houses,  and  on  improvemeDts 
on  the  eastern  portions  of  this  continent;  bat  thai 
nothing,  or  comparatively  nothing,  had  been  ex- 
pended for  the  improvementof  the  western  waten. 

He  was  pleased  when  this  debate  commenesd 
some  weeks  since.  He  was  pleased  to  find  that 
his  honorable  friend  from  the  Acconiac  district 
of  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wise,]  the  honorable  chairman 
of  this  committee,  [Mr.  Winthhop,]  the  honora- 
ble gentleman  from  the  Charleston  district,  [Mr. 
Holmes,]  and  otlier  gentlemen  who  had  debated 
this  subject,  had  manifested  a  apirit  of  liberality 
towards  the  West.  He  saw  a  spirit  of  kindness 
in  the  House  towards  the  West  and  western  inter- 
ests, which  he  was  proud  to  see  raanifesled  there; 
but  he  must  be  permitted  to  say  that  Boston  and 
New  York  and  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore,  and, 
indeed,  every  large  town  and  every  large  city  m 
this  great  nation,  waa  interested,  owre  or  mm 
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directly,  in  this  question ;  for  every  facility  afford- 
ell  for  ibe  transportation  of  the  producM  of  the 
West  on  the  wesierii  waters  was  as  so  much  of 
a  direct  lax  taken  from  the  amount  to  be  paid  by 
the  purchasers  of  that  produce,  whether  they 
resided  in  Boston,  in  New  York,  in  Charleston, 
or  elsewhere.  Every  facility  afforded  to  the  peo- 
ple of  the  West  operated,  indirectly  at  least,  to 
the  benefit  of  the  people  of  all  other  portions  of 
the  country.  They  had  been.told  that  the  west- 
ern States  had  risen  into  importance.  In  the 
eleven  western  States,  the  navigation  of  whose 
waters  was  now  engaging  the  attention  of  the 
Uoase,  the  population  have  grown  to  eight  million 
people,  including  the  western  portions  of  Penn- 
sylvania and  Virginia.  He  held  in  his  hand  a 
eamphlet  memorial  published  after  being  adopted 
y  a  meelingof  citizens  of  Ohio,  which  contained 
•  large  mass  of^  statistics  and  other  information 
on  this  subject;  and  from  that  document,  he  found 
that  there  was  not  only  a  large  increase  of  popu- 
lation, bat  of  commerce  also,  to  the  amount  of 
^250,000,000.  The  increase  was  unparalleled  in 
uny  country  on  the  face  of  the  globe.  They  were 
tolil  yesterday ,  by  one  gentleman  from  New  York, 
that,  for  the  last  ten  years,  more  than  half  of  tlie 
whole  revenue  of  this  nation  had  been  collected 
io  the  city  of  New  York.  And  suppose  it  had: 
]ie  would  ask  that  gentleman  who  paid  that  rev- 
CDue?  Was  it  not  a  political  axiom  that  could  not 
he  disputed ,  that  the  consumer  ul  Limaiely  paid  the 
tax  ou  importations?  He  would  ask  if  the  eleven 
Slates  which  were  directly  interested  in  the  navi- 
gation of  those  western  waters,  including  portions 
of  the  States  of  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia,  did 
not  pay  half,  or  more  than  half,  of  the  current 
revenue  of  this  Oovemment  ? 

He  asserted  timt  half,  if  not  more  than  half  of 
the  revenues  of  the  country  were  paid  by  the  peo- 
ple west  of  the  Alleghany  mountains;  and  if  that 
ware  the  case,  did  it  not  follow,  as  a  matter  of 
C4>une,  that  half  of  the  expenditures  of  those  rev- 
enues should  be  made  west  of  the  Alleghany 
Bouotains?  But  was  ihai  the  fact.'  Was  a  hun- 
dredth pari,  or  a  thousandth  part,  of  those  rcve- 
.DDesspient  in  the  western  country?  When  they 
came  to  look  over  this  broad  and  wide-extended 
cooalry,they  would  find  that  the  sea-board  of  the 
eastern  States  was  studded  with  light-houses ; 
tbey  would  find  some  seven  navy-yards,  and  five 
of  them  nearly  together;  they  would  find  fortifi- 
eations  and  arsenals  and  hospitals,  and  all  within 
the  (oropaae  of  a  few  hundred  miles  round  the 
capital  of  this  Government.  They  would  find  ihat 
the  treasures  of  this  nation  were  poured  out  like 
water  to  sustain  these  expensive  establishmenw; 
tbey  would  find  millions  and  "millions  of  dollnrs 
tkuaaiunially  expended,  while  scarcely  a  dollar 
was  czpend(?d  on  the  West.  They  would  find, 
by  the  appropriations  asked  for  this  year,  that 
they  itmnunted  to  some  thirty-two  million  dollars 
for  the  Army,  the  Navy,  the  academy  at  West 
Point,  and  other  purposes;  while  the  amount  pro- 
posed to  fie  expended  on  the  West  was  exceed- 
inKty  lieht.  Were  they  not,  then,  justified  in 
aatlcingnir  a  select  committee  lo  consider  the  rec- 
ommendation in  the  President's  message?  They 
thoueht  that  nary-yards,  fortifications,  and  ar- 
senals should  be  eslablisbed  on  the  western  waters 
as  well  as  in  the  eastern  country;  they  thought 
that,  while  light'jMuses  were  built  and  mainlained 
on  the  eastern  shores;  thai,  while  the  expendi- 
•ares  were  going  on  so  lavishly  in  that  portion  of 
theeountry.somethingshouldbedonein  the  way 
of  fortifieatiotis  at  the  mnuth  of  the  Mississippi 
rivef;and  they  thought  tlie  Dry Tortugas should 
be  improved,  and  that  the  great  inlet  and  outlet 
to  the  commerce  of  that  portion  of  the  country 
•houM  be  secured  tn  this  Government  before  it 
was  too  late.  They  thouglit  that  the  twelve  thou- 
sand miles  of  navigation,  and  the  eight  million 
of  the  people  west  of  the  Alleghany  mountains, 
should  not  be  left  in  that  exposed  condition,  with- 
out having  a  navy-yard,  a  dook-yard,  fortifica- 
tiona_^  light-houses,  and  every  other  thing  of  the 
kind  that  was  seeded. 

He  then  recapitulated  the  products  of  the  west- 
ern country,  to  show  its  importance,  and  the  ne- 
cessity for  the  protection  they  demanded;  and 
said,  notwithstanding  all  this  productive  wealth, 
tbey  bad  no  beacon  nsht-houaea  blazing  on  the 
western  waters;  they  nad.no  cannon  to  protect 
their  eo<Dmei«e;  ihev  bad  no  navy-yard  for  the 
building  of  ships;  taey  had  no  fortifications  to 


secure  their  vessels.  If  they  wanted  a  vessel  re- 
paired, it  must  be  sent  either  to  the  Chesapeake, 
or  to  iSew  York  or  Philadelphia.  Suppose  there 
pras  an  attempt  to  block  up  the  mouth  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi: in  whatjcind  of  predicament  would  this 
country  be  ?  Why,  the  people  of  the  eleven  States 
of  whom  he  had  oeen  speaking  would  be  in  the 
most  helpless  condition  in  the  world.  It  was  well 
known  to  th^m  all  that  the  enemy  might  take  pos- 
session of  tlia  roouth  of 'the  Mississippi,  and  it 
would  be  impossible  to  repel  it. 

As  he  had  observed  before,  he  did  not  rise  to 
attack  the  Hudson  river,  or,  indeed,  any  other 
river  in  this  country.  There  wasone  view  of  that 
Hudson  river  that  was  interesting  to  the  people 
of  the  western  country.  Prom  New  York  city  to 
Albany,  there  was  the  Hudson  river;  from  Al- 
bany to  Bi^alo,  there  was  the  Erie  canal.  The 
Hudson  river  and  the  Erie  canal  were  continued 
by  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal;  and  the  Wabash 
river  would  opon  the  communication,  when  it  was 
improved,  directly  to  lite  city  of  New  Orleans. 
The  Wabash  and  Erie  canal  was  known  to  every 
one  in  this  House.  It  was  now  completed  to  La- 
fayette, in  Indiana,  and  was  rapidly  progressing 
to  Terre  Haute.  Could,  then,  the  people  of  Illi- 
nois or  of  Indiana  look  without  interest  on  any 
porlioo  of  this  great  line  of  internal  communica- 
tion? 

But  they  were  told  by  the  gentleman  from  the 
Albany  district  of  New  York  Ihat  this  country 
must  eat.  its  own  provisions,  that  we  could  not 
find  a  foreign  market  for  the  8ur|>lu8  products  of 
the  western  Slates.  If  this  were  a  truth,  it  was  a 
melancholy  one  for  the  people  of  the  Wcsi;  be- 
cause, in  the  single  Slate  of  Indiana,  or  Illinois, 
they  could  raise  grain,  pork,  and  beef  enough  lo 
feed  the  whole  universal  Yankee  nation — to  feed 
the  whole  country  cnsi  of  the  Alleghany  mount- 
ains. People  would  have  to  exercise  their  appe- 
tites, and  be  able  to  eat  a  barrel  of  pork  at  a  single 
silting,  and  toeatsixtneals  a  day  at  that.  [Laugh- 
ter.] 

We  must  seek  a  foi-eign  market;  we  must  sup- 
ply En«;land,  Asia,  Africa,  and  the  islands  of  U>e 
ocean,  with  our  surplus  breadstuffs,  or  else  we 
must  commence  in  the  West  with  manufaciures. 
Every  man  must  make  his  own  clothing  while 
he  is  raising  provisions.  The  people  of  the  North 
and  Wesf,  while  raising  brendsiuffs,  must  carry 
on  manufactures.  The  gentleman  to  whom  he 
alluded  vi,aa  in  possession  of  much  informntioo 
Ufion  the  suliject,  and  he  might,  therefore,  he  cor- 
rect in  what  he  had  stated ;  but  he  could  not  be- 
lieve it,  nor^id  the  people  of  tl>e  West  believe  it. 
At  all  events,  tliey  wanted  a  iriol;  and  if  upon 
that  trial  they  failed  to  secure  their  object,  all  that 
could  be  said  was,  they  were  deceived  in  their 
cxpeclatioua. 

With  regard  to  the  drain  which  the  gentleman 
had  said  was  mode  upon  ihe  people  of  the  North, 
half  the  revenue  of  this  counli^  was  collected 
north  of  the  city  of  New  •York.  It  docs  not, 
therefor^  follow  that  the  revenue  was  drained 
from  th'pcople  of  New  York.  It  came  from 
every  portion  of  ihe  Union.  Like  the  dew  of 
Heaven,  it  was  spread  over  the  whole  country. 
But  there  was  one  drain,  and  a  large  one,  upon 
Ihe  people,  iiolof  thu  East,  but  of  Ihe  new  States. 
It  was  well  known  to  the  House  that  the  General 
Government  was  a. large  landholder  in  the  n^w 
States,  and  thal,forevery  acre  which  passes  from 
the  Gh)vernraeni ,  its  value  is  carried  into  the  Treas- 
ucy.  Within  the  last  fiscal  year  12,500,000  had 
been  drained  from  the  new  States.  This  was  a 
drain  for  which  there  was  no  return  whatever. 
Altogether  the  newStates  had  paid  into  the  Treas- 
ury of  this  Union  4I  13,000,000— an  unceasing 
drain  upon  the  purses  of  the  people,  for  which 
there  wos-no  return;  and  the  people  were  bound, 
so  long  as  the  Government  continues  to  be  a  land- 
jobber,  to  have  a  depreciated  currency.  There 
must  necessarily  be  a  scarcity  of  money  amongst 
them;  because,  so  fast  as  it  comes  to  their  con- 
trol, it  passes  directly  into  the  land  offices.  View 
the  matter  in  any  light  they  please,  there  was  no 
people  in  a»y  portion  of  the  Union  who  were  so 
heavily  assessed  as  those  of  the  new  States — 
those  Stales  in  which  the  General  Government 
was  the  proprietor  of  the  public  domain. 

He  dia  not  propose  to  enter  into  any  bargains 
upon  this  matter;  he  did  not  propose,  nor,  as  far 
as  he  knew,  did  uiy  western  member  intend  to 
eater  into  any  coalition  or  entangling  alliances  in 


regard  to  this  proposiUon— the  improveoMnt  of 
the  West.  Where  they  had  a  great  national  ob- 
ject in  view — an  object  which  did  no  violence  to 
the.Consiiiution  of  the  United  States — they  asked 
only  for  that  justice  which  had  been  metea  out  to 
older  States  in  times  eone  hy.  They  asked  it  as 
a  matter  of  ri|;ht  and  justice,  that,  as  the  older 
States  had  theur  improvements  in  times  past — as 
they  bad  been  set  up  in  house-keeping,  and  got 
fairly  under  way,  that  provision  should  now  be 
made  for  the  new  States.  The  way  in  which  he 
wanted  this  appropriation  made  was  this:  first,  if 
it  were  found  that  the  Navy  Department  had  too 
many  persons  quartered  upon  the  peace  establish- 
ment— officers  who  were  rendering  no  service  to 
the  Government — tbey  should  be  cost  loose,  and 
left  to  provide,  by  labor,  for  themselves.  To  re- 
tain them,  was  incompatible  with  the  genius  of 
our  free  institutions.  This  Government  should 
not  have  pensioners  upon  its  bounty;  and  he 
would  apply  the  same  rule  to  the  War  Depart- 
ment. Persons  drawing  their  pay,  and  doing 
nothing  for  it,  except  haunting  the  hotel,  feeding 
upon  the  best  of  dinners,  and  drinking  the  choicest 
wines,  should  be  turned  loose,  and  their  pay  ap- 
propriated lo  more  useful  purposes.  If  tbey  found 
there  was  danger  of  converting  this  city,  for  in- 
stance,into  a  great  lazaretto,oralm8-houae,  where 
such  useless  people  congregate,  to  be  supported 
out  of  the  labor  of  the  producer,  and  at  tne  ex- 
pense of  ihe  Government — fluttering  about  the 
Executive  Mansion  like  moths  «boat  a  candle — 
let  them  be  driven  out,  and  the  money  appropri- 
ated to  more  valuable  purposes.  He  was  con- 
vinced that  there  could  be  a  sufficient  fund  pro- 
vided in  this  way  to  give  aid  to  tbe  West.  Gen- 
tlemen from  all  parts  of  this  Union  must  feel  an 
interest  in  the  improvement  of  the  western  waters. 
It  was  suggested  that  they  would  require  $8j000,- 
000;  but  if  they  could  obtain  |800,000,  he  thought 
it  would  be  sufficient  for  present  purposes;  and, 
if  ihey  could  not  get  even  that,  they  would  con- 
sent to  take  the  half  of  it.  AH  that  they  wanted 
was  something  like  fair  play.-One  word  in  regard 
lo  the  Mississippi  and  her  two  thousand  miles  of 
navigation.  There  was  nn  other  stream  within 
this  country  10  be  compared  with  it.  It  was  not 
the  river  of  the  West,  out  emphatically  the  river 
of  this  eouiUry.  It  was  well  remarked  by  an  elo- 
quent J  rish  orator,  speaking  of  Washington,  that 
he  belonged  to  no  country,  that  he  was  a  citizen 
of  the  universe.  Such  an  expression  might  be 
applied,, with  iqual  truth,  to  this  mighty  river. 
It  was  not  the  river  of  Mississippi,  Missouri, 
Louisiana,  Arkansas,  or  Kentucky;  it  was  the 
river  of  ihe  whole  United  Slates.  The  poorest 
peasant  iu  the  British  dominions  might  claim  an 
interest  in  the  Mississippi.  There  was  not  an 
inhabitant  upon  the  globe  who  might  not  be  in 
some  way  benefited  by  it,  by  the  reduction  of  the 
prices  of  breadstuffs  occasioned  by  the  facilities 
offered  to  commerce  by  that  noble  river. 

He  did  not  propose  to  detain  the  committee 
longer  than  to  say  briefly  what  he  had  intended 
to  say  when  he  rose,  in  order  that  he  might  be 
distinctly  understood  in  regard  to  the  system  of 
inlernal  improvement  which  he  had  prescribed  to 
himself,  and  in  which  he  believed  he  was  second- 
ed by  all,  or  nearly  all,  of  his  colleagues,  and  the 
western  members  generally.  They  did  not  in- 
tend to  go  into  «ny  general  system,  or  to  revive 
the  exploded  one  of  internal  improvements  by  the 
General  Government.  Nor  diil  thev  ask  for  any- 
thing which  had  not  been  received  by  the  Slates. 
They  did  not  ask  that  more  sbouU  be  done  for 
them  than  had  been  done  for  others  under  similar 
circumstances.  Justice  was  all  tbey  asked;  and 
justice  would  satisfy  (hem. 

Mr.  RATHBUN  obtained  the  floor;  but*  de- 
sire to  adjourn  being  manifested  by  many  mem- 
bers, he  moved  that  the  committee  rise. 

The  committee  rose,  and  reported  that  they 
had  come  to  00  resolution  tapon  the  question  be- 
fore tliem. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  REDINO,  tbe  House  ad- 
journed. 

The  tMornkm  aotiess  ofretiUons  pnssBMd  M-dsy  wei* 
tasnded  to  Uw  lepoiten  by  Uie  memben  prewouni  them : 
.     By  Mr.  STONE:  Tbe  peUUon  or  Jiiie  Beam,  praying 
tbe  pusa(e  of  a  law  sllowlni  her  a  pentloa. 

Alio,  Ihe  petidoB  of  John  Robstu  and  odien,  in  sappoit 
of  the  petiiioo  of  Jsos  Bean. 

ByMi.BELSEK:  The  peUUon  of  Bsn^tt  Brewer, siev- 
oluUonary  pencioner,  praying  a  change  in  hit  pernios  as  i* 
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now  standfl ;  which  wan  referred  to  the  Cominiiteo  on  Rev- 
olutioimrv  FensioiiTj. 

•By  Mr.  STRONG  :  The  petition  of  a  large  numberofthe 
inhabitants  of  Greenport,  on  I^ong  Iclnnd,  praying  for  the 
pas-'age  of  an  act  to  reduce  the  rates  of  po.stagf.  and  more 
effectually  to  rcatmin  the  abuses  of  the  Irnnkins  prinleje  j 
winch  was  referred  to  the  ^oniinitlee  on  the  Post  Office 
ajid  Post  Road». 

By  Mr.  DODGE  :  The  petition  of  the  inlirbilnnU  of  the 
county  of  Racine,  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  askiiis  Conjfresa 
for  an  appropriation  for  a  harbor  at  the  moutli  of  Root 
river,  town  of  Racine,  in  paid  Territory ;  which  WM  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

By  Mr.  GREEN,  of  New  York:  The  memorial  of  Gen- 
eral Hugh  W.  Dobbin,  of  Geneva,  New  York,  an  olBcer  In 
Uie  last  war,  a-skin?  for  compensation. 

Also,  the  [jeliiionof  theciti/.ensof  Ihetownsof  Wolcott, 
and  Butler,  Wayne  county.  New  York,  askiiif:  for  a  niaii 
route  from  Baldwins  ville,  in  the  county  ofOuondaja,  toUie 
Tillage  of  Wolcott,  in  the  county  of  Wayne. 

Also,  the  petition  of  the  citizens  of  Palmyra,  in  theoonoly 
of  Wayne,  New  York,  asking  for  a  reduction  oi'  postage. 

By  Mr.  BL.4CK,  of  I'ennsylvania :  The  peiitlon  of 
Tliomas  C.  .Miller  for  damages,  for  a  violation  of  a  contract 
Ity  the  United  States,  relative  to  an  ore  hank  near  Harper** 
Ferry,  In  the  State  of  Virginia;  which  waa  reterred,  to- 
eether  with  the  papers  on  the  lilea  of  the  lluu:jC,  and  addi- 
tioaat  testimony,  to  the  Cooimittee  of  Claims. 

By  Mr.  OWEN :  The  memorial  ofTtavis  Phillips  and  six 
handred  and  aix  others,  citizen*  of  Indiana,  praying  for  tlie 
armed  occnpatloo  of  Orefon. 

By  Mr.  BUFFINGTON  :  The  petition  of  citizens  of  Phil- 
adelphia, praying  Congress  to  innKo  an  appropriation  for  the 
construcuon  of  a  drv-dock  at  the  navy-yard  nt4hnt  port. 

By  Mr.  PRATT :  The  petition  of  Alvin  Bushnell  and 
flfty<.lliera,for.a  new  mall  route  fioin  Praitsville,  ilirough 
Lezington,We«lkill,au<lBuahiiellsville,  to  6handaker,New 
York;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Aim,  the  petition  of  Ireim  Marshals ;  wbich  wa«  referred 
to  .the  Committee  on  B^rolutiouary  Pensions. 

By  Mr.  LYON:  The  memorial  ofn  commiitee  of  the  cit- 
izens of  the  city  of  Detroit,  in  favor  of  the  construction  of 
a  ship  canal  arouiyl  tfle  rapids  of  St.  Mary  V  river,  near  the 
ftmtof  Lake  Superior,  in  the  8tate  of  Michigan. 

Mr.  ANDEBSQN  wilhdretv  from  the  Ales  uf  the  Clerk's 
office  the  petition  of  William  N.  Maver.  of  Westchester 
touoiy,  New  Y6rk ;  and  the  same  was  referred  to  thi:  Com- 
mittee of  Claimk. 

By  Mr.  McCLELLAND :  The  memorial  oftlie  Commnn 
Couiicil  of  the  city  of  Monroe,  Michlganf  lor  an  apprnpria- 
iion  to  complete  Uie  harbor  at  that  place  ;  which  was  re- 
fci-red  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

On  leare,  witbdiew  IVom  the  Ales  the  Halm  of  Nanry 
Agnew,  for  property  daairoyed  by  the  Indiana  during  the 
iut  irar. 
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Mr.  CHOATE  presented  a  petition  from  the 
:ivitlow  of  Albert  E.  Downca,  deceitsed,  iate  an 
officer  commanding  the  schooner  Grampus,  pray- 
ing the  passage  or  an  act  for  her  nihef;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Commiitee  on  Nnvat  Aflairs. 

Mr.  C.  remarked,  that  it  was  with  great  reluct- 
ance that  he  asked  to  be  excused  from  service  on 
«  c<>inmittce;  but  as  he  had  been  placed  on  two, 
he  must  ask  to  be  excused  from  serving  on  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  t'he  time  of  meet- 
ing of  that  committee  was  such  as  to  render  it 
impossible  for  him  to  attend. 

The  question  was  put,  and  he  was  excused. 

Od  motion  of  Mr.  bAYARD,  the  President 
jm  ttmpprt  was  empowered  to  appoint  another 
membejr  to  fill  the  vacancy  thus  created. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  observed,  that  there  had  been 
placed  in  bis  hand  a  memorial,  with  a  request 
that  he  would  present  it  to  the  Senate,  from  Ha- 
mar  Bloiinerhasset,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  Jo- 
seph Lm.  Blannerhasset,  praying  indemnity  for 
injuries  and  for  losses  of  property  of  their  father, 
in  1806,  inconsequence  of  his  arrest  on  the  ground 
of  sonnection  with  Aaron  Burr.  In  connection 
.  with  this  petition,  was  a  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Claims  of  the  last  Congress  on  -the  subject, 
made  on  the  memorial  of  Mrs.  Blannerhasset. 
8be  died  pendinjg  the  claim  before  the  Committee 
on  Claims  of  this  body.  A  report,  however,  was 
drawn  up  and  introduced  in  favor  of  the  claim; 
buti  in  consequence  of  her  death,  the  question 
was  discharged.  He  felt  it  his  duty  to  say  that, 
as  a  member  of  that  committee  at  that  time,  he 
was  by  no  means  pre'pared  to  adopt  that  report. 
He  moved  the  reference  of  the  memorial  to  the 
Committee  on  Claims. 

The  motion  wsa  agreed  to. 

Mr.  W.  also  presented  the  petition  of  Deborah 
Childs,  the  widow  of  Abraham  Childs,  deceased, 
late  of  New  York,  praying  to  be  placed  on  the 
pension  roll  for  the  revolutionary  services  of  her 
nosband.  Mr.  W.  said  she  did  not  happen  to 
ret  married  so  soon  as  the  1st  of  January,  1794; 
Be  therefore  supposed  the  case  did  not  come 
within  the  law 


The  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  presented  a  memorial  from 
sundry  citizens  of  Heard  county,  Georgia,  asktl 
ing  for  the  establishment  of  a  post  office  at  Ben- 
nettaville,  in  said  county;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Commiitee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  SEVIERpresented  documents  in  relation 
to  the  claim  of  George  Duval,  a  Cherokee,  pray- 
ing indemnity  for  depredations  committed  on  his 
property;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  FAIRFIELD  presented  a  petition  from 
Lydia  Baker,  the  widtrw  of  William  Baker,  of 
the  revolutionary  war,  asking  for  a  continuance 
of  pension;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Pensions. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  presented  a  memorial 
from  sundry  citizens  of  Mystic,  New  London 
county,  Connecticut,  asking  for  a  reduction  of  the 
rates  of  postage,  and  the  abolition  of  the  franking 
privilege;  and  also  asking  that  the  rates  maybe 
made  to  conform  to  the  Federal  coin;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads.  ' 

Mr.  FULTON  presented  a  peliiioii  from  Wil- 
liam Wynn,  of  the  county  of  Lafayette,  Arkan- 
sas, asking  for  the  correction  of  an  error  in  an 
act  of  Congress  of  the  ITth  May,  1843,  grantin* 
him  a  rightdf  preimption  to  certain  lands;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Commiitee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  MERRICK  presented  a  petition  from 
George  Deniiison  and  many  others,  citizens  of 
Newark,  Ohio,  praying  for  such  a  modification 
of  the  post  office  law  as  will  corrert  the  abuse  of 
the  franking  privilege,  and  will  afford  a  separate 
mode  of  convey  ing  packages,  such  as  pamphlets, 
books,  &c.;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  FAIRFIELD,  from  the  Committee  on 
Printing,  reported  favorably  to  the  printing  of 
certain  reports,  petitions,  &c.;  which  was  con- 
curred in  by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDQE,from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition 
of  George  Davenport,  praying  to  bo  confirmed  in 
a  certain  tract  of  land,  reported  a  bill  for  his  re- 
lief; which  was  read  and  ordered  td*  a  second 
reading,  and,  with  the  report  accompanying,  to 
be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FOSTER,  the  Committee  of 
Claims  was  discharged  from  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  petition  of  the  heir^  of  General 
William  Eaton  for  services  in  the  Tripolitan  war; 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Commiitee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HANNEGAN,  it  was 

Oriered,  Tliat  the  papers  relaliog  to  the  claim  of  tlie 
representatives  of  Coloqel  Francis  Vigo  be  taken  from  tlie 
flies,  and  referred  to  the  Cumuiittce  on  Revolutionary 
Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KING,  the  documents  touch- 
ing the  claim  of  Roads  &.  Austin,  contractors  for 
carrying  the  mail  from  New  Orleans  to  Mobile, 
were  ordered  to  be  taken  from  the  files,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

*  BILt  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  FULTON,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to 
surrender  to  the  Stales  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas 
alternats  sections  of  certain  public  lands  reported 
not  worth  the  expenses  of  survey,  for  the  purpose 
of  increasing  the  value  of  otiier  public  domain; 
which  was  twice  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Xjands. 

IRA  DAT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MERRICK,  the  resolution 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads,  for  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the 
claim  of  Ira  Day,  was  taken  up  and  concurred  in 
by  the  Senate. 

BBNJAMIN  CRAWFORD. 

The  adverse  report  of  the  Commiitee  on  Indian 
AflTairs  on  the  claim  of  Benjamin  Crawford,  came 
up  for  consideration;  but  was,  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  SEVIER,  laid  on  the  table  for  the  present. 

JOSEPH  VEAZET  AND  OTHERS. 
The  adverse  report  of  the  Committee  on  Pen 


sions  in  the  cases  of  Joseph  Veazey,  John  Bos- 
worth  ,  and  the  widow  of  Jacob  Bennington,  wen 
concurred  in. 

GEORGE  HARRISON. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WOODBURY,  the  vote  of 
the  Senate  concurring  in  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims,  adverse  to  the  claim  of  George 
Harrison,  was  reconsidered, and  the  subject  was 
recommitted  to  that  committee. 

PEA  PATCH  ISLAND. 

Mr.  BENTON  submitted  a  resoluUon,  which 
was  read  as  follows: 

Remlcal,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to  la- 
fonn  the  Senate  whether  anything  was  accomplished  to- 
wards settling  the  title  to  the  Pea  Patch  Island  un  lertlis 
joint  resolution  of  March  3,  1609';  and  If  notliing  was  ac- 
complislied  under  Fnid  resolution,  that  the  Senate  be  la- 
formed  of  the  reasons  which  prevented  it. 

Mr.  B.  asked  for  its  consideration  then,  as  he 
presumed  there  could  be  no  objection  to  it. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  reinarked  that  he  could  give 
the  necessary  information,  though  he  had  no  ob- 
jection to  the  adoption  of  the  resolution.  From 
a  correfepondcnce  with  the  Secretary,  it  appeared 
that  the  Attorney  General,  as  direeteil,  had 
brought  a  suit  against  the  State  of  Delaware  in 
the  circuit  court  of  the  United  Slates.  Notice 
was  given  to  the  parties  and  their  counsel  to  de- 
fend. They  did  not  appear,  and  let  judgment  go 
by  default. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  he  much  preferred  to  have 
the  facts  of  the  case  in  a  definite  form.  They  had 
agents  here,  for  several  years  previous  tothataet, 
pressing  action  upon  the  subject;  and  he  wished  to 
know,  officially  and  definitely,  what  had  been 
done  under  it. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  said  he  would  like  to  have 
the  inquiry  extended  a  little  further.  He  was  . 
under  the  impression  that  lately  an  act  of  Con- 
gress was  passed  directing  the  Attorney  General  , 
to  investigate  the  title.  That  the  late  Attorney 
General  (Mr.  Lcgare)  undertook  the  subject,  he 
knew;  and  he  would  like  to  have  the  opinion 
formed  by  him.  He  would  like  further  to  be  in- 
formed whether  New  Jersey  has  ever  ceded  ju- 
risdiction over  this  land  to  the  United  States.  Us 
had  been  informed  out  of  doors  that  Delaware 
hnd  ceded  jurisdiction  and  title,  and  claims  that 
New  Jersey  has  not  jurisdiction,  but  that  the  isl- 
and is  within  her  borders.  If  she  has  not  yet 
ceded  jurisdiction,  he  would  like  to  be  informed. 
He  wanted  the  information  in  an  authentic  form, 
and  from  an  authentic  source;  for  upon  such  in- 
formation his  opinion  would  be  formed.  He  then 
proposed  the  following  as  an  amendment  to  the 
resolution: 

1.  That  lie  also  commnnicate  the  opinion  of  the  late  At- 
torney General  upon  the  title  of  the  United  Stales  to  tlie  Pes 
Patch  Island,  if  he  gave  one. 

3.  Tliat  he  also  inform  the  Senate  whether  New  Jersey 
has  ceded  to  the  Untied  States  Jurisdiction  over  the  said 
Island,  and  at  what  time.  If  no  such  cession  of  jurisdlctioa 
has  ever  been  made,  that  he  wilt  inlbnn  the  Senate  whether 
application  has  at  any  time  been  made  to  Nd^  Jersey  for 
such  cession,  and  when. 

Mr.  DAYTON  said  the  information  could  be 
given  in  full  without  going  to  the  Department  of 
War  for  it.  He  did  not  wish  to  interpose  any 
objection  to  the  resolution  or  amendment,  but 
would  barely  suggest  to  the  Senator  from  North 
Carolina  so  to  modify  it  as  to  jnake  it  read  "a 
copy"  of  any  opinion  of  the  Attorney  General 
which  may  have  been  given.  It  now  reads  "  the 
opinion"  he  has  given.  If  he  would  thus  modify 
it,  he  would  interpose  no  objection  to  the  resolu- 
tion, trusting  that  there  would  be  no  unnecessary 
delay.  He  may  have  given  an  opinion,  though 
not  in  writing;  therefore,  it  could  only  be  a  copy. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  said  that,  if  such  was  the 
object  of  the  modification,  he  could  not  accept  it. 
If  he  gave  an  opinion  not  in  writing,  it  would  not 
be  acceptable  to  him. 

The  question  was  put  upon  the  amendment; 
and  it  was  adopted.  The  resolution  as  amended 
was  then  agreed  to. 

PUBLIC  REVENUE. 

Mr.  BREESE  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
lion;  whidi,  under  the  rule,  lies  one  day  on  the 
tabic: 

AsrolMiJ,  TluM  tk«  Cominlttoe  on  the  Judiciary  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  whelller  any,  and  if  any  what,  further 
provisions  are  necessary  to  cive  effect  to  the  act  of  Con- 
gress of  the  13th  of  August,  1841 ,  entitled  "An  act  to  repwl 
an  act  euuUcd  '  An  act  to  provide  for.ilie  collection,  sale 
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keeping,  transfer,  and  fli4liur:*f>mentorthc  public  rf-v(miie,> 
amieo  [KOTide  for  the  piiiiii'hinem of  cml>ez£terfl  of  public 
Boaef,  uidfarodKr  purpMes." 

DEFENSE  OF  THB  COAST  OF  FLORIDA. 

Mr.  KING  remark'il  that  the  exposed  ailua- 
tion  of  tbe  Territory  uf  Florida  rendered  it  nccea- 
■ary,  at  an  early  period,  to  call  ibe  attcnijoji  of 
Conirreu  to  tlic  subject.  The  whole  const  of 
Florida  waa  without  a  fortification;  and  if  any 
Senator  would  lum  his  eyes  to  the  map,  he  would 
■ee  bow  vastly  important  it  was  that  some  points 
on  that  coast  should  be  put  in  a  state  of  defense, 
in  ease  any  difficulty  should  arise  between  this 
and  any  other  country.  The  products  of  the 
whole  region  of  the  West  have  to  pass  out  alonj; 
the  (ulf  coast,  almost  into  the  grasp  of  another 
Power.  The  commerce  carried  on  with  the  great 
West  will  be  tlius  exposed  to  plunder,  unless 
there  was  some  point  in  which  the  shipping  could 
seek  protection.  It  was  desirable  to  ascertnih,  as 
far  as  could  be,  what  communication  could  be 
made  through  the  peiiinsuln  of  Florida,  so  as  to 
supersede  the  necessity,  by  this  chauoel,  of  the 
produce  of  the  whole  West  passing  round  the 
suif  coast  to  get  into  tho  Atlantic,  and  thus  stib- 
lactiog  it  to  exposure,  and  to  a  contact  witli  the 
fleet  of  a  foreign  Power,  which,  in  time  of  war, 
might  be  stationed  in  the  gulf.  The  greater  por- 
tion of  the  commerce  of  the  country  has  to  pass 
round  the  Florida  coast;  and  it  seemed  to  him, 
after  expending  so  much  elsewhere  to  protect  the 
proporty  and  the  eonineree  of  the  country,  that 
(hey  should  not  overlook  n  |)oint  which  was  more 
defenseless,  and  as  important  to  be  defended,  as 
•ny  other  part  nf  our  coast.  It  was  simply  with 
that  vi«w  that  lie  wished  to  call  the  ntteiiiion  of 
Coogress  and  of  the  country  to  the  subject,  iu 
order  to  lia%-e  a  knowledge  of  the  best  way  in 
which  tlie  va.it  commerce  of  that  region  may  be 
protected,  and  security  giren  to  the  property 
there.  He  then  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
lioa: 

BaotMt,  ThM  tlie  Secrcturyof  Wnr  be  diraeted  to  com- 
smoicmte  tn  Um  l^unalM  lliu  corrc^ptindcnce  wiUl  General 
Woftb  and  othor  n^ccni.  rclalive  In  rontfVin^  tlie  ki'y^  niiU 
illaads  arunnd  Onpn  Florida,  ami  t'ltr  connecting  ihe  wnters 
«r Ibe  river  .Matnuxannml  lira  AliiMinim  La;pun  wiiii  In- 
dian riT«r,  nt  the  harb^ir  in  Ea>«t  Florida ;  and,  al*o,  to  cuia- 
nanicaifl  mucIi  furtlier  infiirmatinn,tiicluiliiig  |ilaiynnd»ur' 
Tejrs,  OS  rosy  be  in  the  jwijwei'niori  of  Ibe  Departnifnl,  rela* 
tive  to  tlie  conMnlcimn  of  a  railnnd  ncrn«^  ihe  pcninxula  of 
Florida,  wilb  an  e^itiniale  ot'  vrliot  w.iuld  be  tbe  pn>liable 
cost  of  connecting  Ibe  watiTfl  of  the  river«  alluded  in.  nml 
of  eoajuucUng  lUe  railruad  Willi  lliv  aid  ol'iruop^staUunfil 
in  Florida. 

The  question  was  pat  on  the  resolution,  by 
general  consent;  and  it  was  adopted. 

EDWARD  KBRNARD. 

The  bill  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  rdief  of  Ed- 
ward Keiinard"  was  taken  up  on  its  third  read- 
ing. 

Mr.  FAIRFIELD  remarked  that  it  had  been 
suggested  to  him  that,  inusniuch  ns  he  presented 
the  petition  upon  which  this  bill  was  founded, 
and  the  bill  being  in  accordance  with  the  prayer 
of  the  petition,  it' wns  hisdutytnsnpport  the  bill. 
Bat  he  said  he  recognized  no  such  obligation.  He 
admitted  it  to  be  his  duty  to  present  any  and  all 
petitions  that  any  of  his  constituents  saW  fit  to 
Intrust  to  him  for  that  purpose,  and,  by  a  proper 
reference,  to  secure  to  them  an  opportunity  for  a 
fair  examination  of  the  merits  of  their  respective 
eases;  after  which  he  felt  himself  entirely  at  lib- 
erty to  support  or  oppose  a  report  of  the  commit- 
tee, according  to  his  own  views  of  what  was  right. 
This  remark  he  made  not  merely  in  reference  to 
this  case;  but  because  ho  believed  erroneous  no- 
lions  were  prevailing  abroad  upon  this  subject. 
He  wished,  therefore,  if  his  remark  should  find 
its  way  to  the  public  through  the  newspapers,  it 
would  be  sesn  how  his  services  and  vole  could 
not  be  commanded.  His  support  of  this  bill, 
therefore,  was  not  foQnded  upon  any  such  obli- 
pttion,  but  upon  his  belief  that  it  was  right  and 
just. 

What  are  tbe  facts  in  the  ease  ?  In  July,  1840, 
thesbip  Pactolus, commanded  by  aCaptain  Hard- 
iil(;,  and  owned  by  citizens  of  Maiile,  was  then 
lying  at  the  port  of  New  York,  ready  for  sea. 
Captain  Harding,  changing  his  intention  and  be- 
ing desirous  of  leaving  the  ship,  the  owners,  who, 
he  believed,  were  then  at  New  York,  sent  to 
Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  the  place  of  resi- 
dence of  the  petitioner,  Captain  Keonard,  re- 


questing him  to  come  on  and  take  charge  of  the 
ship.  He  did  so.  On  his  arrival  at  New  York, 
the  ship's  papers,  which  aremsually  kept  in  a  tin 
case,  were  handed  over  <o  him,  and  he,  suppos- 
ing that  they  were  all  rirhtr-that  everything 
which  the  lawrequired,  either  of  the  owaera  or 
collector  of  the  port,  had  been  fully  complied 
with,  went  on  board  his  ship  and  immediately  set 
sail. 

It  seemed  that  Captain  Kennard  had  no  «eca- 
sinn  to  exaraiue,  and  did  not  examine,  the  pa- 
pers, or  at  least  the  certificate  of  registry,  until 
June,  1843,  when,  clearing  the  ship  at  the  port  of 
New  Orleans,  it  was  discovered  for  the  first  time 
that  the  change  of  roosters  was  not  indorsed  upon 
the  oertificatiB  of  registry  by  the  collector  of  the 
port  of  New  York,  as  the  law  reqnired,  upon 
the  suggestion  of  the  owners.  For  this  omission 
the  law  subjected  the  master  to  a  fine  of  |100. 
The  provisions  of  law  were  clear;  the  facta  were 
undisputed;  and  those  facts  could  constitute  no 
Ugut  defense  to  a  prosecution.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, he  submitted  voluntarily  to  the  de- 
mand of  the  collector,  and  paid  him  #11)0.  Soon 
afterwards  this  sum  was,  in  the  language  «f  tbe 
law,  "  distributed;"  that  is,  one  half  was  divided 
between  the  collector,  naval  officer,  and  surveyor, 
and  tbe  otlter  half  paid  into  the  Treasury  of^  the 
United  States;  and  it  is  for  the  restoration  of  this 
half  that  the  present  bill  is  reported ,  on  the  ground 
that  the  infraction  of  law  was  wholly  uninten- 
tional. And  he  submitted  whether  it  was  not 
right  and  just  lo  restore  it.' 

AVIien  this  bill  wns  up  a  few  days  since,  it 
was  insisted  by  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina, 
[Mr.  IIatwood,]  that  it  was  wrong  in  principle, 
it  appeared  to  him  to  be  entirely  otherwise.  If 
it  was  rifkl  that  one  who  willfully  and  with  crim- 
inal intent  violated  the  law  of  the  land  xliould  be 
punished,  it  was  also  right  that  one  who  violated 
the  Idw  unintentionally  and  without  criminal  in- 
tent, should  be  pardoned.  This  principle  is  in- 
corporated into  the  Constitution.  It  is  among 
the  powers  bestowed  upon  the  President.  It  is 
to  be  found  in  the.constilutions  of  all  the  Stairs; 
it  runs  through  our  whole  pcnni  system;  it  Is  as 
old  RS  the  government  of  God.  Emanating  from 
such  a  source,  it  cannot  be  wrong. 

It  is  certainly  introducing  no  new  principle 
into  the  legislation  of  Congress.  On  running  his 
eye  through  the  books,  he  found  numerous  pre- 
cedents— many  of  the  cases  being  almost  identi- 
cal wiih  this. 

But  it  is  urged  by  the  Senator  from  North  Car- 
olina [Mr.  Hatwood]  ihnt  it  is  wrong  in  prin- 
ciple to  entertain  this  question,  inasmuch  as  the 
law  has  provided  another  remedy,  which  the 
petitioner  wns  bound  to  pursue.  What  is  that 
remedy?  Why,  this,  sir:  in  a  ease  like  this  the 
law  provides  ihat  application  may  be  made  lo  the 
judge  of  the  district  court  of  the  United  Slates, 
in  the  district  where  the  fine  accrues,  who  is  au- 
thorized in  a  summary  way  to  take  testimony  in 
the  case,  and  to  report  the  same  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  wbo  is  empowered,  should  he 
deem  it  to  b«  right,  to  remit  the  fine. 

Now,  the  first, and  perhaps  sufficient  answer  lo 
this  is,  that  it  is  too  lale  for  the  petitioner  to  avail 
himself  of  that  remedy.  The  money  has  been 
paid  into  tho  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  and 
is  beyond  the  control  of  tho  Secretary.  The  Con- 
stitution provides  that "  no  money  shall  be  drawn 
from  the  Treasury,  except  in  consequence  of  ap- 
propriations made  by  la  w. "  Let  the  case  be  then 
as  it  may  upon  ihereportof  the  judge,  exhibiting 
never  so  strong  features  of  accident  and  want  of 
intentional  wrong,  the  Secretary  has  no  power  to 
afford  a  remedy. 

But,  in  addition  to  this  view,  be  thought  the 
remedy  provided  was  entirely  imprattieMe.  Just 
recur  to  the  facts.  The  defect  was  not  discovered, 
it  will  be  observed,  unlilthe  ship  wns  on  the  eve 
of  sailing.  It  was  on  the  clearance  of  the  ship  that 
the  want  of  the  collector's  indorsement  on  the 
certificate  of  registry  was  first  discovered.  It  is 
probable,  then,  that  in  order  for  this  petitioner  to 
avail  himself  of  the  provisions  of  this  law,  tbe 
ship  would  necessarily  have  been  detained  in  port, 
though  all  ready  for  sea.  And  supposing  that  the 
district  judge  was  willing  to  put  aside  any  busi- 
ness then  in  hand,  or  before  the  court,  if  then  in 
session,  and  devote  himself  at  once  to  this  appli- 
cation; stUl  some  time  must  necessarily  be  con- 


sumed i  and,  sir,  bjr  every  day.'s  delay  of  tbe  ship, 
a  greater  loss  would  be  incurred  than  the  fine 
itself.  But  consider  further,  sir,  that  the  wit- 
nesses upon  whom  the  petitioner  would  probably 
rely  to  show  his  imiooence  in  the  matter,  were 
then  residing  in  Maine  and  New  York,  and  that 
the  quarter  would  end  on  the  30th  of  that  month, 
when  the  collector  would  be  qbliged  to  pay  the 
fine  into  theTreasury, and  thereby  place  itbeyand 
the  control  of  the  Secntatj  for  the  purposes  of 
that  law;  and  who,  under  the  circumstances,  will 
say  it  was  reasonalile  to  expect  Captain  Kennard 
to  delay  the  sailing  of  his  ship  one  liour  to  pursue 
such  a  remedy? 

But  it  is  said  that  tbe  captain  in  this  cose  was 
unfit  for  his  office,  being  ignorant  of  the  I«w  as 
applying  to  his  duties;  and  the  old  principle  is 
invoked,  that  "ignorance  of  the  taw  excuses  no 
one."  Sir,  this  could  with  much  more  propriety 
be  urged  in  a  legal  prosecution  than  in  the  halls 
of  legislation.  But,  sir,  this  captain,  who  is 
highly  intelligent  and  one  of  the  first  in  his  class, 
places  his  claim  on  no  such  foundation.  He  no- 
where admits  that  he  was  ignorant  of  the  law.  On 
the  contrary,  he  avows  his  knowledge  of  the  law, 
and  avers  that  he  believed  all  its  requirements 
were  fulfilled  by  the  owners  and  the  collector. 
That  is,  that  the  changn  of  masters  had  been  re- 
ported to  the  colIectorl>y  the  owner,  and  the  fact 
indorsed  on  the  certificate  of  registry  by  the  col- 
lector. 

But  the  bill  is  furilier  opposed,  on  the  ground 
that  the  violation  of  taw  in  this  cose  was  through 
the  willful  negligence  of  the  captain.  How  this 
position  is  consistent  wiiltthe  other — that  it  was 
,  committed  through  ignoranee — is  not  for  me  to 
{  shoiv.  He  denied,  however,  that  there  wasany- 
I  thing  wmfuUii  wrong  on  the  part  either  of  tne 
rjiptain  or  owners.  What  object  could  they  have.' 
M«n  do  not  net  wuhout  a  motive.  If  they  were 
American  ciiizens^aa  he  averred. them  to  be,  then 
they  had  no  fact  to  conceal  in  order  to  obtain  the 
privileges  rightfully  attaching  to  American  ships; 
for  the  sole  object  of  the  law  is  to  confine  these 
privileges  to  vessels  both  owned  and  commanded 
by  .^tiericnn  cUizetu.  Being  American  citizens, . 
they  had  no  inducement  to  avoid  a  compliance 
with  the  requirements  of  the  law.  The  fee  to  be 
paid  to  the  collector  for  the  indorsement  is  one 
dollar.  Can  any  mortal  suppose,  that  to  avoid 
the  payment  of  this  petty  fee,  they  would  incur 
the  risk,  he  might  say  certainty,  of  paying  sub- 
sequently, andat  no  distant  period, ahundred  dol- 
lars >  for  it  was  a  matter  that  must  sooner  or  later 
be  known.  The  register  must,  some  time  or  other 
be  surrendered  at  the  custom-house;  and  then,  the 
omission  being  discovered,  the  fine  would  inevi- 
tably have  to  be  paid.  I  am  persuaded  thateven 
the  honorable  Senator  from  North  Carolina,  on 
further  reflectron,  will  be  satisfied  that  there  could 
have  been  nothing  willfully  wrong  in  any  of  these 
parties. 

But  perhaps,  MK  President,  I  have  said  more 
than  was  necessary — probably  I  have.  But,bav> 
ing  been  a  piece  of  a  sailor  myself  when  a  boy,  I 
cannot  help  feeling  a  deep  interest  in  whatever 
concerns  them.  And  no  class  of  men,  air,  are 
more  deserving  our  sympathy  and  re^rd.  No 
class  of  men  are  exposed  to  greater  perils,  endure 
more  fatigue,  suflTer  more  hardships,  labor  more 
severely  for  their  pittance  of  wages,  or  show  more 
true  generosity  and  philanthropy  in  expending 
those  wages,  than  sailors.  The  technicalities  of 
law  they  know  nothing  about.  Unwary  and  un-» 
suspecting,  they  are  too  often  a  prey  for  the  vile 
and  rapacious  land-shark.  The  hard  earnings  of 
years  often  slip  through  their  finger*  in  as  many 
days;  and  not  unfrequently  through  their  too  lib- 
eral indulgence  of  the  better,  nobler  feelings  of 
our  nature.  If,  sir,  the  object  of  the  law  was  to 
set  a  trap  to  ensnare  the  poor  sailor  and  supply 
the  wants  of  the  Treasury  by  pettv  exactions 
from  his  hard  earnings,  then  this  bill  ought  not 
to  pass.  But,  if  tbe  whole  object  of  the  law  has 
been  attained,  the  master  and  owners  being  Amer- 
ican citizens,  and  the  violation  of  the  law  was 
wholly  unintentional  and  without  any  design 
whatever  to  defraud  the  Treasury,  then  I  trust 
the  bill  will  pass. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  said  the  amount  involved  in 
this  bill  was  of  no  importaace;  it  was  the  princi- 
ple involved  which  made  it  a  matter  of  sooe  im- 
portance.   He  wished  to  saliiiyhi*  own  con- 
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•Menee,  irithotit  regard  to  lympathy  for  the 
individoal.  The  individaal  commanded  nothing 
of  Iiu  sympathy,  except  what  belonged  to  him  as 
m  legislator.  The  question  inrolTed  was,  whether 
they  wovld  take  nom  the  Treasury  money  to 
relieve  an  indindual  who  had  committed  an  ad- 
mitted and  palpable  Tiotation  of  the  law  or  the 
hmd — a  l&w  known  to  exist,  and  tho  provisions 
ofwhich  were  understood.  According  to  his  un- 
derstandiiie  of  die  matter,  it'was  for  a  willful 
omiasion  of  daty,  and  not  eormpt,  that  the  law 
imposed  the  penally.  Ifa  man  is  bound  by  law 
to  do  a  doty,  and  he  knows  that  duty  and  fhils 
to  do  it,  he  commits  an  act,  which,  in  the  mean- 
ing of  ue  law,  subjects  him  to  the  penalty  of  it. 
Such  was  his  case.  The  principle  involved  is 
an  important  one,  whether  there  was  a  precedent 
orno precedent.  If thepteeedentwaraisregard- 
ed  by  the  rejection  of  the  bill,  the  consequence 
Vtnild  be  a  great  saving  of  money — money  which 
Monged  to  the  hospital  fbnd.  The  law  provides 
that  these  penalties  shall  be  exacted  for  the  ben- 
efit of  the  deerepid  sailor  who  served  his  country 
tin  Ilk  eoald  serve  it  no  longer.  Congress,  how- 
'«ver,  has  provided  the  remedy  in  cases  of  this 
kind.  He  could,  fay  application  to  the  district 
judge,  and  by  giving  notice  to  the  district  attor- 
ney, have  procured  a  remission  of  the  fine,  if  the 
fttctsof  thecaae  w«rran'ted  it.  The  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  has  (he  powerto  remit  the  penalty. 
He  whose  property  is  forfeited  to  the  country  by 
omission,  or  n^ect  of  duty,  was  not  entitled  to 
•ympathy.  The  payment  of  the  foVfeiture  was 
an'admission  df  his  guilt.  There  was  a  tribunal 
organized,  befbre  which  the  party  a^rieved  could 

Erove  a  statement  of  facts,  ana  obtain  redress. 
!ut  gentlemen  say  that  the  money  cannttt  be 
taken  from  the  Treasury,  unless  by  specini  law. 
Because  money  cannot  be  taken  from  the  Treas- 
ury except  by  law  for  that  purpose,  is  no  reason 
■a  raw  should  be  annulled,  or  rendered  im'practi- 
Mbie.  Let  this  individual  make  his  proof  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  through  the  proper 
channel,  as  required  by  the  law ;  and  if  that  officer 
would  ftimish  a  certificate  of  the  remission  of 
'Ae  fine,  an  appropriation  could  then  be  made  to 
cover  the  amount.  It  was  not  proper  to  pass 
such  a  bill,  unless  the  petitioner  set  forth  iii  liia 
petition  the  reason  why  he  did  not  apply  to  the 
Secretary,  or  do  as  the  law  directed.  He  did  not 
deny  that  there  were  precedents  to  justify  the 
passage  of  the  law.  There  are  plenty  of  them.. 
But  we  should  not  follow  precedents  when  they 
are  improper.  That  the  Senate  had  the  power 
to  pass  this  bill,  he  did  not  deny. ' 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  had  already  endeavored 
to  give  an  explanation  of  the  grounds  on  which 
'the  committee  reported  the  bill.  He  again  went 
into  a  history  of  the  case.  The  v^el  was  ready 
for  sea;  she  cleared;  the  former  master  declined 
going,  and  this  captain  took  charge  of  the  vessel 
and  sailed,  without  reflecting  that  lie  had  not  in- 
dorsed his  name  on  the  register.  If  it  was  right, 
under  any  circumstances,  for  Congress  to  inter- 
Yere,  this  was  a  ease  which  demanded  their  inter- 
ference. Power,  it  is  true,  is  given  to  the  Secre- 
tary to  remit  the  fine;  but  the  circumstances  in 
which  the  captain  was  placed — being  in  a  foreign 
port — rendered  it  impracticable  for  him  to  comply 
with  the  law.  He  submitted  whether,  under  the 
circumstances,  it  would  not  have  cost  the  captain 
mon  by  delay,  and  by  going  through  thenrocess 
to  prevent  the  fine,  than  by  paying  it.  Tne  gen- 
'tleman  from  North  Carolina  suggests  that  this 
penalty  goes  to  the  navy  hospital  fund.  He  did 
not  understand  that  it  did.  If  it  does,  the  com- 
mittee have  come  (b  the  conclusion,  thit,  though 
the  jmrty  in  the  bill  committed  a  violation  of  the 
law,  itwasnotan  intentionalviolation.and  should 
'be  indemnified.  The  iaat  is  so  plain,  that  we 
have  been  told  by  the  Secretary,  that  if  the  facts 
had  been  laid  before  him  at  the  proper  time  he 
would  have  refunded  the  monejr.  But  the  cap- 
tain was  prevented  from  complying  with  the  law, 
and  now  asks  relief  at  the  hands  of 'Congress. 

The  bill  was  then  read  the  third  time,  and 
parsed    ayes  twenty-four,  noes  not  counted. 

SXECUTIVE  SESSION. 
On  motiou  of  Mr.  FOSTER,  the  Senate  pro- 
eeadsd  to  the  oonaideration  of  executive  business; 
and  •ftw  some  tine  spent  therein,  adjourned  till 
M«n<l«y>n4xt. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
TatmsDAT,  Jimiiary  II,  1844. 

The  Journal  having  been  read  and  approved, 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Indiana,  moved  that  the 
rules  be  suspended,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving 
from  the  standing  eommittees  of  the  House  such 
reports  as  would  eive  rise  to  no  debate;  which 
motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  standing  committees  were  then  severally 
called  oa  by  iSe  Speaker  for  report*,  and  the  fol- 
lowing were  made: 

M»  SMITH,  of  Indiana,  from  the  Committee 
on  Commerce,  to  whieh  had  been  referred  the 
petition  of  William  Neilson,  praying  compensa- 
tion for  extra  services,  made  an  adverse  report 
thereon;  which  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  from  the  Committee 
on  Pablie  Lands,  to  which  had  been  referred  the 
petition  of  the  heirs  of  Elihu  Hall  Bay,  moved 
that  the  committee  be  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  thereof,  and  that  the  same  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

■Mr.  REOmO,  from  the  Com  ^n  it  tee  on  Public 
Expenditures,  submitted  the  following  resolutioir; 
which  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Raalted,  That  the  ^ecmlary  of  the  Nary  be  directed  tn 
lay  before  the  House  the  ezpeaditiires  of  Uie  Flonds  eqiud' 
roQ,  whUst  under  tile  command  of  Ideutenant  John  T. 
McLiugblio  ;  and  Ibe  MUlement  ofbu  aceouuls  at  parser 
for  the  same  tquadroo;  and  the  aroountor  boapilal  and 
medical  atorea  lumiabed  before  aailinf ;  and  the  smoanl, 
and  the  item*  of  Ibe  accounu,  Tor  other  medical  and  ho>- 
pUol  slorea  ftimiahed  by  him  while  in  command  of  the 
Florida  squadron  ;  the  number  of  men,  and  tlie  length  of 
service,  under  his  command;  the  amount  of  money  paid 
him  a^  a  purser  or  lieutenant  cnrouaodins,  or  while  acting 
in  any  other  capacity,  during  the  Ume  of  his  acting  in  that 
service ;  whether  he  presented  any  accounts,  and  tor  what 
sum  ticyond  liis  pay  as  Iteutenant-conimanding;  and  the 
decisions  thereon,  and  the  amount  actually  paiii  iiini,if 
any,  beyond  his  regular  pay,  and  by  whom  nllnwed. 

haolcti,  That  Uie  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  directed, 
farther,  to  lay  l»elbre  this  House  any  charge  or  cliarees  of 
misconduct  made  against  the  said  Lieutenant  John  T.  Mc- 
Laughlin whilst  in  command  of  Uie  Florida  expedition,  and 
all  papers  connected  tlierewitli,  and  tlie  dittposition  made 
of  litem  by  the  Department;  and  tiiat  Itie  said  Secretary  Ik 
directed  tn  lay  before  the  House  itic  proceedings  of  the 
court-martial  which  tried  Lieuteii.int  Robert  Tansii,  of  the 
United  Stales  lUarine  Corps,  and  all  papers  Connected  with 
the  same. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Indiana,  from  the  Committee 
on  Private  Land  Claims,  in  which  the  subject  had 
been  referred ,  reported  a  bill  to  direct  the  issuing  of 
patents  for  confirmed  land  claims  in  the  State  of 
Louisiana,  and  for  other  purposes;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BLACK,  of  South  Carolinn,  from  the  same 
committee,  made  a  favorable  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  John  McLaughlin,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
for  his  relief;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  and  or- 
dered to  beprinted. 

Mr.  POTTER,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  the  subject  had  been  referred,  reported  a 
bill  to  authorize  the  entry  of  certain  lands  occu- 

Sied  by  branch  pilots  and  others  at  the  port  of 
Few  Orleans,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana;  which 
wss  referred  M  the  Committee  xif  the  Whole 
House,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BOYD,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  T.  S.  Woodman;  and  tho  committee  was 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  thereof. 

Mr.  PARMENTER,  from  tho  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  to  which  the  subject  had  been  re- 
ferred by  a  resolution  of  the  House,  reported  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widows  and  orphans  of 
the  officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  of  the  late  Uni- 
ted States  schooner  Grampus;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  RODNEY,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Jane  McQuire,  widow  of  Thomas  McOuire; 
which  vras  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  RATH  BUN,  from  the  Committee  on  Rev- 
olutionary Pensions,  made  unfavorable  reports  on 
the  petitions  of  Phebe  Abel,  widownf  Alexander 
Terrence;ObadiahNewcomb,JohnC.  Budd,Let- 
tis  Pond,  Hulduh  Sarton,  E.  Kellog,  Susan  Aid- 
rich,  widow  of  GtistavusAldrich;  Susannah  Car- 
penter, and  Reuben  Tuylor. 


Mr.  VANCE,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  EiinbaUi 
which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  V.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
an  unihvorable  report  on  the  petition  of  Samuel 
Fuller. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  V.,  the  Committee  of  Claims 
was  discharged  from  the  Ihrther  consideration  of 
the  petitions  of  the  heirs  of  William  Arnold  and 
of  Jacob  Snyder;  and  the  first  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  and  the 
second  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  New  York,  reported  a  bill  to 
grant  a  pension  to  Isaac  Plumer;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

He  also  made  various  adverse  reports. 

Mr.  J.  BRINKERHOFF  and  seme  other  gen- 
tleman made  various  adverse  reports. 

Mr.  J.  BRINKERHOFF,  from  the  Committee 
on  Invalid  Pensions,  reported  •  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Jonathan  Bean;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
comnritted  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Also,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Glover; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Cmn- 
mittee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  STEWART,  of  Pennsylvania,  from  the 
Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  reported 
a  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  Howard  Institution  of 
the  city  of  Wiuhington ;  which  was  read  twice 
and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and,  together  with  the  accompanying  report,  was 
ordereifto  be  printed. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  from  the  Committee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  made  a  report  on  a  petition 
of  citizens  of  Lockport,  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
for  a  revision  of  tne  laws  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. The  committee  reported  that  they  had 
examined  the  petitions,  and  were  unanimously 
qf  opinion  that  it  was  of  a  class  of  papers  the  re- 
ception of  which  was  prohibited  by  the  2Sth  rale 
of  the  House;  they  therefore  recommended  the 
adoption  of  the  following  resolution: 

AeselMd,  That  tb«  Clerk  of  this  Hoom  be  directed  to 
return  the  petiiinn  above  referred  to,  to  Ibe  genllemaa  who 
presented  iu 

On  this  resolution,  be  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion; but  (Mr.  Adams  rising  at  this  moment)  if 
the  gentleman  who  presenlM  it  desired  it,  the  pe- 
tition mi^ht  be  rend. 

Mr.  ADAMS  asked  for  the  reading  of  the  pe- 
tition. 

The  Clerk  read  it  accordingly;  and  it  appeared 
to  be  a  long  argument  against  the  continuance  of 
any  laws  sanctioning  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  and  to  pray  for  a  revision  of  anch 
laws. 

Mr.  HUNT,  of  New  York,  moved  that  the 
petition  and  report  be  laid  on  the  table,  and  be 
printed.  * 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  said  that  would  be  a  recep- 
tion by  the  House,  and  he  hoped  it  would  not 
prevail. 

Mr.  ADAMS  replied,  that  the  petition  had  been 
received. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  question  was  notde- 
batable.  The  question  was  on  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Hokt.] 

Tlie  question  was  put,  but  the  Speaker  was  not 
able  to  decide. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  called  for  the  yeaa  nod  nays, 
and  they  were  ordered. 

After  some  observations  from  Mr.  ADAMS 
and  others, 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  inquired  whether,  under  the 
rules,  without  the  adoption  of  his  resolution,  such 
a  petition  would  not  go  back  to  the  gentleman 
who  presented  it? 

Mr.  ADAMS  replied  that  the  "petition  had 
been  received,  and  referred  to  a  committee. 

The  SPEAKER  soid  all  debate  was  out  of  or- 
der.    He  then  directed  the  Clerk  to  call  the  roll. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  inquired  if  it  w»s  too  late  to 
ask  for  a  division  of  the  question ,  so  that  the  vote 
should  be  taken  first  on  laying  on  the  table,  and 
next  on  the  printing?  and  was  answered  that  it 
was  too  late. 

The  roll  was  then  called,  and  the  result  was— 
yeas  51,  nays  118;  as  follows: 

rEA8— .Messm.  Adam*.  Barnard,  BcaitI'ley,  James 
ninclt,  Bmdiiead.  Jercuiiah  Brown,  BuiSngton,  Carroll, 
Crannen,  Ridiard  D.  DavLi,  Dickey,  Dunlap,  Ellis,  FIM- 
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-•o-n.  Foot.  Flick,  6Mdlngs.<3riiHH-ll,IIiirdiii,Hiirpor,  Dub- 
Wll,  nuihnn,  Wa-ihinnioii  lliinl,  Irvin,  Imkf,  pKrlry  D. 
Johnwn.  Ri-nnnlv-  DoiiiH  P.  Kioii,  MtrClnllnnrt,  Mcll- 
vaitie,  EflwarJ  J.  JIorri«.Mor»<\  Mo«'ley,'N»'it,  l*arin<'iilpr, 
PltcTiiix,  R.-ini.sev,Clmrlt::'  M.  Rped,  Kndney,  Roscr«,  Snm- 
plr,  Seycrance, "Albert  Sniilh,  TiUlKii.  Tvler,  V«n«s  Van- 
j'^tT.  Vln'nn,  WhilP,  Williniiis,  nnd  VVinlhmp — 61. 

N.^V'S— Mi^«r;<.  Ashe.  Ilarrin!;rr,  BpUit,  Rt'nioii.  Biil- 
lark,  tdwani  J.  Illaik,  Jariii-w  A.  ni;uk,  Blackwill,  Itiw- 
-»fer,  l!on*«rf  BoiTtiii,  Boyif,  Jacob  BriiikerlinfT,  Auroii  V. 
Drown,  Millon  Brown,  William  J.  Bmwn,  Uuike,  Buit, 
Caklwall,  Campbell,  Cnr^,  Catlin,  Rrilben  Chapman,  Aa- 
CiHlU!!  A.  Chapman,  Chilton,  (^lin:*man,  Cnhb.  Cullnm, 
iHHia,  John  W.  Davia.  Oran,  [)<>bprry,  Dellrl,  Dicklii.nn, 
DtHlMchtin,  Uottglas,  Dramfoale,  Blim-r,  Karlee,  Firkliii, 
PMi.  FO'.Wf,  Preiieh,  fiihnrr,  B^fam  Umn.Oridpr,  llam- 
lio.  flamm<*tt,  Haralson,  llpnipy,  HiTrick,  Unimex,  Hofn, 
llopkinit,  Hnustun,  Huhard,  Hu;thci>,  James  B.  Hunt, 
Ctmrlea  J.  In^rsofl,  Jameson,  Cavt!  Johnson,  Andrew 
JolMtaofi,  George  W.  Jones,  Preston  Kiiift,  Kirkpairiek, 
Li^branrhc,  Lrornird,  liewis,  Lucas.  Lnmpliin,  Mnrlay, 
McCaiislen,  MrClernand.  Mct;niiuell.  IMcDowkII,  MclCay, 
Klalliews,  Murpliv,  NeWton,  Norrin,  Owen,  Payne.  Pevliin, 
KHshn  K.  Potter,  Emery  D.  Potter,  Pratt,  Pnrdv,  David  S. 
Iteid,  Uedlnj,  nell'e,  aiieu,  Riner,  Russell,  St.  Jolin,  ftaun- 
4en,  Thomas  II.  Seymour,  Dnvid  L.  Seymmir,  Simons, 
Ftmppon,  John  T.  Bmith,  Thomas  Bmilli,  Uobert  Suiith, 
Pleennid.  Jolm  Btewan,  Stiles.  Stone,  i^trong,  Tavlor, 
TlHMnasiion,  Tibbolts,  Weller,  Wciuwortll.Wlienlon,  IVil- 
fcias.  Woodward,  Joseph  A.  Wright,  aaU  Vo.t-118. 

So  the  motion  waa  ne«;stiTed. 

Mr.  ADAMS  moved  Ihnt  the  report  be  primed, 
and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  tliia  day 
week. 

The  SPEAKER  observed  that  the  previous 
queation  lutd  been  demanded  upon  the  motion  lor 
the  admition  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  ADAMS  aaid  he  had  voted  for  the  prnp- 
OFitinn  to  lay  the  whole  «ubji-ct  upon  the  table 
for  the  Airpose  of  svnidin>r  debate. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  previous  qnesiion  has 
been  demanded,  and  the  question  is  not  debat- 
able. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  Well,  sir,  I  mr>v«-,  then,  that 
the  report  be  laid  upon  the  laUle,  without  the 
motion  to  print,  I  move  that  tlie  report  of  ihe 
committee  be  laid  upon  the  ial)li^:  and  my  object 
in  makiiis  this  motion  is  to  nvoid  discussion. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  subject  is  not  debat- 
able; and  a  motion  having  just  l>eeii  made  to  lay 
Ihe  subject  on  the  table,  the  Chnir  does  not  think 
it  is  in  order  to  repeat  that  motion  now. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  It  is  not  the  same  motion, sir. 
The  former  motion  ^^as  to  lay  the  report  nnd 
petition  upon  the  table,  and  to  print  them.  My 
motion  is  simply  to  lay  the  report  upon  ibe  table. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  was  in  the  power  of  the 
gentleman  to  move  a  division  of  ihe  question. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  Will,  if  the  Speaker  will  sup- 
press all  debate,  I  say  it  is  an  insult  to  me;  and 
If 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  is  out  of 
onlar; 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  The  petition  was  not  pre- 
sented by  the  gentleman  from  Mnssnchusetia, 

Mr.  CAMrsKLL  was  called  to  onlrr. 

Mr.  GIDDING3  rose  to  n  qticHtion  of  order; 
snd,  in  order  that  he  might  be  understood  by  the 
House  and  the  Chair,  he  would  state  his  point 
of  order  as  distinctly  and  in  as  few  words  as 
possibls.  The  petition  wbicli  bad  been  read 
simply  prays 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  will  slate 
his  point  of  order. 

Mr.  GIDDINQS.  I  am  proeeediog  to  do  so, 
as  briefly  as  I  eao.  The  petition  simply  prays  a 
repeal  or  the  laws  within  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia alone,  without  anything  which  can  be  con- 
slmed  to  come  within  the  terms  of  the  21st  rule. 
It  prays  for  no  abolition  of  slavery 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Has  the  gentleman  the 
right  to  go  on  and  make  an  argaroeut  upon  the 
aatject ! 

Wit.  BIDDINGS.  I  am  not  making  an  argu- 
■iw>t.  I  am  not  going  to  debate  the  question.  I 
am  only  stating  the  facts  of  the  case.  The  |>rayer 
of  the  petition  is  simply  for  the  repeal  of  certain 
laws  within  the  District  of  Colombia.  It  had  been 
before  the  House,  and  had  been  considered  by 
tbe-Hotisegand  referred  to  theCommilteefor  the 
District  of  Columbia 

Mr.  BBL8BR  desired  to  make  an  inquiry; 
mrtiieh  was,  whether  the  gentleman  who  presented 
tiie  petition  bad  slated  to  the  Chair  precisely  what 
the  contents  of  the  petition  were? 

(Cries  of  "  Order!"  "  Order!"] 

Mr.  OIDDINGS  said  he  would  be  happy  to 
reply  to  llie  gesiUenmii.  lie  had  stated  prvcissly 
-wliat  the  petiiiou  contained. 


The  SPEAKER  observed  that  this  debate  was 
altogether  irregular;  and  the  gentleman  must  con- 
fine hiinarif  to  his  point  of  order. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  said  he  was  progressing  as 
fast  as  he  could. 

Mr.  BL.ACK,  of  Georgia,  rose  to  a  question  of 
order.  He  would  ask  thst  the  genilcman  be  re- 
quired 10  reduce  to  writing  his  point  of  order.  lie 
hoped  the  Chair  would  sustain  him  In  his  demand, 
for  the  purpose  of  preventing  argument. 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that  the  gentleman 
had  no  right  to  require  the  point  of  order  to  be 
Bubmitlea  in  writing.  ^ 

Mr.GFDDINGS  proceeded  to  state  that,  by  the 
rules  of  this  House,  acommittee  was  bound  to 
report  upon  the  prayer  of  a  petition  which  had 
been  referred  to  them;  but,  in  this  case,  they  had 
set  aside  (he  prayer  of  the  petition,  and  had  given 
their  views  regarding  the  ruleeTof  the  House.  The 
subject  of  the  rules  was  not  referred  to  them  at 
all;  atiit^  tills  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  committee 
to  change  the  order  of  business  was  a  violation  of 
order.    This  was  his  point  of  order. 

The  SPEAKER  overruled  the  point  of  order. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  desired  to  inquire  of  the 
Chair  by  what  means  a  petition  of  this  character 
had  been  imposed  upon  the  House;  fur  it  was 
evident  (he  said)  that  some  deception  Jiad  been 
pnietieeil. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  1  will  state,  if  the  Chair 
please.  1  presented  this  petition  some  days  since, 
and  stated  at  the  time,  in  express  terms,  that 
there  was  a  long  preamble  attached  to  the  peti- 
tion; but  that  the  prayer  of  the  petition  was  sim- 
ply for  a  revision  of  the  laws  within  this  Dis- 
trict. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  desired  to  be  informed  by 
the  Speaker  whether  he  had  had  any  ktiowledge 
of  the  true  character  of  the  p'tiiioii  > 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  Chair  hud  no  distinct 
recollection  of  aiiylliing  which  ooturred  in  refer- 
ence lo  this  petition.  'J'hc  Chair  wns  not  under 
the  impression,  however,  that  the  sialenieiit  of 
the  genileman  warranted  the  inference  that  the 
contents  of  ihe  peliiioii  would  interfere  with  the 
rule. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  observed,  that  if  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  had  listened  to  the  state- 
ment which  he  hiid  made  to  the  House  upon  pre- 
senting the  petition,  he  would  have  been  apprised 
of  its  contents;  for  he  had  staled  the  contenis 
specifically,  and  he  therefore  stood  before  the 
House  as  having  discharged  his  duty.  He  eould 
not  be  expected  to  find  cars  for  the  gentleman. 

Mr.  BLACK  called  upon  the  Speaker  to  en- 
force order. 

Upon  seconding  the  demand  for  the  previous 
question,  the  vote  was  Inken  by  lelleis;  and  re- 
sulted— ayes  83,  noes  30. 

The  demand  for  the  previous  question  being 
thus  decided  in  the  aflirmative,  the  main  question 
— which  was  upon  the  adoption  of  the  resolu- 
tion— WHS  then  put. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  ordered,  were  taken, 
and  resulted — yeas  116,  nays  60;  as  follows: 

YB.\:A— Mesrrv.  Anderson,  Ashe,  Barrintter,  Reiser,  Bea- 
tnii,  Bitllnek,  Bdward  J.  Black,  James  Black,  James  A. 
Rlark,  Itlackivell,  Bossier,  Bower,  Bnwtin,  Boyd.  Jricob 
Itriiikerlioir,  Annin  V.  Brown.  Milion  Brown,  \Vitli:im  J. 
Brown,  Burke,  Burt,  Calilwell,  Campbell,  Catlin,  Kcuben 
Chapuiao,  An^u^tus  A.  Cliapiimil,  Chnppell,  Clullon,  Ci>M>, 
Crostf,  t.'ullom.  Dana,  l)aui;-l.  John  W.  Davis,  Dealt,  De- 
berry,  DeUet,niokmcoii,  Dn>ni<:oole,  Elmer,  Farlee,  Fiok- 
Itn,  French,  Uiliner.  \Villis  (Jreen,  Byram  fireen.  Hantlin, 
llaninictt,  UaralM>n.  IK-nley,  Herrick.  Holmes,  lloge,  flop, 
kills,  Houston,  Hilbard,  Uu;;hes,  James  B.  Hunt.  Charles 
J.  Iilger^nll,  Jaaie»on,  Cavo  Jnlin'^on,  Andrew  Johnson, 
George  W.  Jones,  Kennedy.  I'rrston  Ktni.  Kirkp:ilrii-k, 
Labranclie,  Lewis,  Lucas,  llunipkin.MeCaasten,  Maclay, 
McClenmnd,  MeOonnell,  McDowell,  McKay,  Mathews, 
Murpliy,  Noivton,  Norris,  Owen,  Payac,  Peyton,  Emery  D. 
Potter,  Pratt,  Piirdy,  Ratlibun,  David  8.  Reid,  Reding, 
Reire,  Killer,  Russell,  St.  John,  Saunders.  Senter,  Thomas 
II.  Seymour,  David  L.  Sevmour,  Simons,  Simpson, Slidell, 
John  T.  Smith,  Thomas  Bmith,  Robert  Smith,  Slernmd, 
Stephens,  John  Suwait,  Stiles,  Stoue,  Siroof ,  Snaimers, 
Taylor,  Tborapxia,  Tibbalts,  Weller,  Weotivoith,  Wood- 
ward, and  Vost— 116. 

NAVS — Messrs.  Adams,  Darnard,  Bnidhend,  Jeremiah 
Brown,  Bufltngton,  Carroll,  CItiiginan,  Collamer,  Cntiis- 
tOB,  Garrett  Davis,  Ilicliard  D.  Davis.  Dickey,  Fisii,  Flor 
cnce.  Foot,  Foster,  Frick,  Qiddinga,  Grinnell,  Grider,  Har- 
din, Harper,  Hays,  Hubbnll,  Hudson,  Washington  llunt. 
Josi;pli  R.  Ingcrsnll.  Irvin,  Jenks.  Perley  B.  Jolmson,  Daniel 
I'.  King,  Leonard,  McClelland,  .Slcllva'inc,  F.dwardJ.  Mor- 
ris, J«isepli  Morris.  M*irse,  Mos-eley,  Nes.  Parmenter,  Pat- 
terson, Pliteiiix, Kli!«lia  R.  Potter,  (;iiarb!s .M.  Reed,  Rodney, 
Rower*,  Sample,  S.-vemoce.  Altiert  Siiiirh,  Tlioinasson, 
Tilden,Tyh-r,  Vance.  Vanmcler,  Vinton,  Wlieaton,  White, 
^Vil.iam^,  Wllkius,  \Vintbrop,  utid  Jusejih  A.  VVrigbl— 60. 


HILITART  DISTRICTS. 
Mr.  M.  BROWN  introduced  a  bill  to  divide  thd 
United  Stales  itito  two  military  districts;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House.  • 

REPORT  ON  THE  RULES. 

The  call  for  rcpsrls  having  been  gone  through 
with — 

The  SPEAKER  announced  that  the  first  busi- 
ness in  order  was  the  report  of  the  select  com- 
mittee on  the  rules  on  which  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  [Mr.  Rbett]  had  the  floor. 

Mr.  RHETT  said  he  rose  for  the  purpose  of 
discussing  Ihe  right  of  petition,  which  he  had 
heard  described  as  a  great  inalienable  and  consti- 
tutional right;  and,  in  doing  so,  he  did  not  sup- 
pose that  what  he  rould  say,  or  what  could  be 
said  by  others,  would  at  all  affect  the  decision  of 
the  House,  or  prevent  the  25lh  rule  from  being 
rescinded.  He  had  no  doubt  that  it  would  be  re- 
scinded; and  not  from  any  hope  of  saving  it,  but 
from  a  regard  to  those  members  of  the  Democratic 

Carty  who  had  hitherto  acted  with  southern  mem- 
ers  on  this  question,  he  now  rose  to  vindicate 
the  propriety  of  their  course  and  the  constitution- 
ality of  their  conduct.  He  had  listened  if  ith  the 
utmost  attention  to  the  present  debate,  to  learn 
what  wns  meant  by  the  right  of  petition.  He  had 
listened  aitenlively  to  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  over  the  way,  [Mr.  Bearoslhy,]  and  hs  had 
listened  to  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  on 
his  left,  [Mr.  Clinoman,]  to  know  what  they 
■meant  by  the  right  of  petition  being  infringed  by 
the  coniluet  of  the  House.  The  mere  right  of  pe- 
tiiion  iniiself,  if  it  was  not  to  be  of  some  substan- 
tial benefit  to  the  petitioners,  was  an  absurdity.. 
To  suppose  thlit  the  framers  of  the  Constitution,  if 
I  they  intended  therightof  petition  to  exist,  would 
I  leave  such  a  subject  in  doubt,  was  a  slajidcr  on 
their  wisdom.  Some  said  that  the  rishi  of  peti- 
I  lion  was  violated  by  not  receiving  ilic  petition. 
I  I  le  asked  if  the  right  was  violated  in  receiving 
I  the  petition  and  then  laying  it  on  the  table,  with- 
out any  further  action  on  it.'  If  not,  where,  then, 
was  the  use  of  receiving  it  at  all.'  What  praelical 
difference  was  there  between  refusing  in  reci'ive  a 
petition,  and  the  receiving  it  and  laying  it  on  the 
table.'  If  they  could  lay  it  on  the  table  withoulact- 
iiig  on  it,  anil  the  right  of  petition  eonaisted  in  the 
simple  matter  of  receiving  it,  he  contended  that  it 
was  no  right  at  all;  they  must  go  as  far  as  the 
gentlemon  from  New  York  [Mr.  BsARDgLET]  con- 
tends for;  they  must  not  only  receive,  but  refer, 
consider,  and  report  upon  it.  To  talk  about  a  great 
constitutional  right  being  involved  in  this  matter, 
compelled  him  to  believe  that,  or  ihal  genilemcn 
must  mean  nonsense.  If  they  meant  that  these 
petitions  must  be  received,  referred, and  reported 
on,  they  were  jiol  only  in  opposition  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Constitution,  but  to  the  Constitution 
itself. 

The  right  of  petition  was  not  disregarded  in  the 
Constitution.  Those  who  made  thnl  instrument 
staled  it  in  distinct  terms.  The  first  article  of 
the  amendments  declared  that  "Congress  should 
make  no  law  respecting  an  eslablisiiroeiit  of  re- 
ligion, or  prohibiting  the  free  exercise  thereof,  or 
abridging  the  freedom  of  speech  or  of  the  press; 
or  Ihe  right  of  the  people  peaceably  to  assemble, 
and  to  petition  the  Government  for  a  redress  of 
i  gricx  anccs. "  Looking  at  the  various  subjects  of 
,  this  amendment,  it  would  be  found  that  they  all 
I  regarded  the  personal  rightsof  the  people.  Take, 
I  for  instance,  the  first  clause:  "  Congress  shall 
I  make  no  law  respecting  an  establishment  of  re- 
;  ligion  or  prohibiting  the  free  exercise  thereof." 
Here  were  personal  rights  secured ;  and  so  on  with 
the  rest — such  as  the  right  of  bearing  arm<  in  time 
of  peace;  the  right  of  the  people  to  be  secure  in 
their  peracns,  houses,  papers,  and  effects;  the 
right  of  the  kabtat  cott^iu,  Ac.  These  were  all 
great  personal  rights  of  the  people,  which  this 
fundamental  law  declared  should  not  be  violated. 
Was  it  not  true,  that  at  the  time  the  Constitution 
was  framed,  these  rights  had  been  violated  ?  Had 
there  not  been  imfwdimeiils  in  the  way  of  the 
people  peaceably  assembling,  under  the  laws  of 
Great  Britain,  but  a  short  time  before?  Why,  the 
riot  act,  as  it  was  called,  passed  in  the  time  of 
George  III.,  (first  passed  in  the  time  of  Edward 
IV., in  his  minority, and  reiinacted  when  the  house 
of  Hanover  came  to  the  throne  of  England,)  was 
ill  foicc  but  a.  abort  time  before;  and  look  at  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


136 


THE  CONGRES^ONAL  GLOBE. 


January  11, 


terms  of  that  act.  [Here  Mr.  R.  read  the  act,  in 
■ubstance,  that  if  more  than  twenty  persons  ns- 
aetnbled,anddid  natiaimediatclydi.<<per8eupMi  the 
command  of justices  of  the  feace,such  con- 
tempt should  b(^elnnywilhout  benefit  of  clersy.] 
Now,  lierc  was  a  hinderance  to  the  people  from 
peaceably  assembling;  here  was  the  power  given 
to  the  justices  of  the  peace  of  dispersing  them,  if 
more  tlian  twenty  assembled;  and  if  lliey  did  not 
imraeJiately  disperse,  ihcy  were  to  be  adjudged 
guilty  of  felony  without  benefit  of  clergy.  Black- 
stone,  in  enumerating  llie  powers  of  llie  King, 
enumerated  this  very  riot  act  as  one  of  the  three 
principles  by  which  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain 
olMoined  more  power  than  the  loss  of  the  prerog- 
atives of  the  Siuaru  amounted  to.  It  was  the  re- 
membrance of  this  act,  under  which  the  people 
rould  not  peaceably  assemble  to  consider  and  pe- 
tition for  a  redressofgrievancca,  which  operated 
on  the  minds  of  the  framers  of  the  Constitution; 
and  they  determined  thnl  (his  evil,  which  then 
existed  and  now  exists  in  Great  Britain,  should 
not  exist  among  a  free  people;  and  that  no  Inw 
like  this,  which  gnvn  to  the  Crown  one  third  of  its 
power,  should  ever  be  passed  by  Congress. 

That  was  not  all  the  restrictions  on  iheir  per- 
sonal rights  under  which  the  people  of  England 
then  labored  and  now  labor.  They  were  not 
only  hindered  from  peaceably  assembling,  but 
they  were  hindered  from  petiiinning.  In  the  time 
of  Charles  11.,  it  was  cnacied  that  no  petition 
for  ony  nllcraiiqn  in  Church  or  State  s'l.ill  be  pre- 
sented unless  si'rnod  by  three  justices  of  t!ie  peace 
and  approved  of  by  the  grand  jury  of  the  rouniy,. 
or,  if  in  London,  by  the  hii-d  mayor.  Were  not 
these  violations  <if  personal  righl.t  ?  nnd  were  they 
not  incompntible  with  the  existence  of  lilierly, 
such  as  w.iH  di'Rired  to  exi-^t  on  tliix  side  of  ilie 
Atlantic  i  Without  tlin  privilu!;c8  taken  awny  by 
these  acta,  how  could  thi:  people  know  what  their 
rights  were  ?  According  to  his  view  of  the  Con- 
stitution, the  d"''i;;n  of  uur  iinc-^'ors  was  to  lake 
away  from  tlie  Cnngri'xs  of  ihc  United  States  for- 
ever the  power  to  past  kucIi  acts  as  the  riot  net, 
or  the  act  of  Cli'irles  II.,  which  he  hud  just  re- 
ferred to;  and  hi«  view  of  ihe  riilit  of  iHlilinn 
was,  that  it  w.is  a  (;iem  perminnl  privilege,  se- 
cured In  the  penidi-  by  llie  Coiisliiuiinn  of  the 
United  States.  Uul  tin  ii  i:eiillemt'ii  asked  him, 
had  not  the  people  ihe  ri'iht  to  presini  peiitiiui^ 
to  ihe  Congress  of  the  United  States.'  Ceriainly 
they  had.  They  had  the  ri^lii,  and  having  rep- 
resentatives in  I'Vrry  |iiiriioii  of  the  Union,  the 
people,  after  [K-ac-calily  asscmlilins,  nii^lit  pre- 
sent petitions  to  the  Stale  governnieiits,  lo  Con- 
gress, and  to  ihe  President  of  ilic  United  Sinlcs. 
By  their  represiMiiativi'S  tlii'y  hid  the  ri^lit  to 
come  here  and  be  heard  in  ihiti  llnll.  lie  would 
yield  to  none  in  the  l.iiiiude  lo  which  he  would 
extend  the  right.  There  ought  lo  be  an  entire 
intercourse  betwei-ii  ihe  p<'ople  and  ilcir  repre- 
sentatives in  the  Ilnlli  of  Congress.  But  it  was 
a  very  diflferent  thing  after  the  people  had  come 
into  that  Hull,  and  their  peiiiion  was  olfereil. 
As  soon  as  a  inrnil>cr  rose  mi  ihe  ll'ior  and  ol- 
fered  a  petition,  what  was  it?  It  was  nothin;; 
but  an  incipient  act  of  hgishition,  not  dinVring 
from  a  bill  or  rcsoluiioii.  Suppose  a  member 
rose  with  a  bill  in  his  hand  lo  abolish  slavery  in 
the  District  of  Columbiai,  nnd  ofiV-red  it  to  the 
House:  it  went  to  the  Spi-iiker's  table,  and  was 
disposed  of.  Supposi;  he  presented  a  resolution 
on  the  same  suliject:  it  took  the  same  direction; 
and  so  did  a  poition.  Were  not  all  lliesc  incip- 
ient acts  I'f  i'gi.tlaiion.'  They  were  no  other, 
though  the  ri::lit  of  petition  was  exhausicd  as 
soon  as  it  was  presented.  If  you  go  further, 
and  say  that  the  petitioners'  will,  and  not  that  of 
the  House,  shall  previiil,  why,  you  give  the  peti- 
tioners the  legislative  power. 

A  petition  came  here  with  one  hundred  thou- 
sand signatures  if  they  pleased ;  it  was  presented, 
and  then  how  stood  ihc  matter .'  Whoso  judg- 
ment was  to  prevail  with  respect  lo  these  |>eti- 
tions?  Had  the  petitioners  power  over  the  action 
of  tills  House?  Did  the  power  of  the  petitioners 
terminate  there,  or  go  further?  If  it  went  fur- 
ther, did  it  not  necessarily  assume  the  power  of 
the  House.'  Did  it  not  assume  the  whole  power 
of  legislation .'  if  the  petitioner  could  say  "  you 
Hliall  receive,"  could  he  not  say  "  you  shall  re- 
fer," "  you  shall  report.'"  and  could  he  not  also 
say  "  you  shall  grant?"  The  principle  was  set- 
tled in  the  first  stage.    The  question  was,  when 


the  petition  came  on  this  floor,  who  was  to  j 
These  petitioners,  or  the  rest  of  the  Union,  by 
the  legislative  body  which  had  it  created?  To 
whom  had  the  Constitution  given  the  power? 
"All  legislative  powers -herein  granted  shall  be 
vested  in  a  Congress  of  the  United  States,"  was 
its  language.  A  gentleman  came  there  and  made 
a  lesislaiive  motion;  he  moved  that  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  do  a  certain  act — a  legisla- 
tive act,  not  a  personal  act;  not  a  personal  privi- 
lege without  that  Hall,  but  a  legislative  act;  he 
proposed  a  subject  fur  legislation,  and  be  claimed 
thMower  to  legislate  on  it  on  the  spot,  by  aay- 
ingwhal  should  be  done.  And  was  not  that  a 
usurpation  of  the  powers  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  and  at  war  with  the  Constitution? 
If  the  power  of  dictation  could  begin,  it  could  gO' 
on.  But  was  this  Government  unlimited?  He 
contended  that  it  was  limited  by  the  Constitution, 
and  by  the  grants  of  power  therein  contained, 
and  by  its  limitations  of  power.  The  Constilo- 
tion  said  that  each  House  might  determine  the 
rules  of  its  proceeding;  not  its  powera,  but  its 
rules  of  proceeding.  That  was  the  grant  of  power 
In  this  House, and  its  limitations  were  legislative. 
But  he  went  one  step  further,  and  said  that,  in 
the  exercise  of  a  sound  discrimination  as  to  its 
rights  and  powers,  the  House  was  bound  to  ad- 
minister its  power  so  as  to  promote  the  interests 
of  all,  and,  if  possible,  the  injury  of  none.  The 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Clinohan] 
said  the  right  of  petition  was  like  the  ri'ht  of 
prayer  lo  the  Deity,  and  that  a  man  coulifpray 
for  what  he  pleased.  With  deference  to  that 
gentleman,  he  believed  that  a  man  had  not  the 
right  to  pray  for  what  he  pleased.  God  was  in*, 
finitely  pure,  wise,  and  just,  and  good;  and  a 
man  could  not  ask  for  what  he  pleased. 

.Mr.  CLINGMAN  said  he  had  staled  that 
whenever  a  peiilioner  honestly  believed  he  was 
laboring  under  grievances  which  could  be  re- 
moved, he  had  the  right  to  petition,  whether  the 
prayer  was  granted  or  not.  With  the  limitation 
which  he  had  mentioned — the  honest  belief  of  the 
petitioner  that  he  was  laboring  under  a  grievance, 
nnd  that  it  could  be  removed— he  was  of  opinion 
that  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr. 
Uiiett]  would  agree  with  him  in  the  position 
he  had  taken,  whetlicrthe  prayer  were  addressed 
lo  Ihc  Ruler  of  the  universe,  or  to  any  other 
power. 

Mr.  RHpTT  briefly  replied , and  then  proceeded 
with  his  general  argument;  buthc  was  only  occa- 
sionally heard,  in  consequence  of  the  low  tone  of 
voice  in  which  he  frequently  spoke,  and  his  ad- 
dressing himself  to  the  part  of  the  House  which 
was  distant  from  the  rcporler's  desk.  He  was, 
however,  understood  to  insist  that,  though  the 
petitioners  contended  that  their  petitions  were 
cnnslitutinnni,  and  wiihin  the  limitation  of  pow- 
ers granted  lo  the  Congress,  they  were,  in  fact, 
aimed  at  slavery  in  the  Slates,  over  which  Con- 
gress cntild  exercise  no  power.  He  insisted  that 
it  wus  unwise  to  temporize  on  the  subject  any 
longer;  for  it  served  but  to  embolden  the  assail- 
ant.i  of  southern  institutions.  He  believed  a 
spirit  of  dissatlKfaction  with  this  Union  was  grow- 
ing deeper  and  deeper  in  some  portions  of  this 
Union;  but  whatever  the  consequence  migiit  be, 
he  hoped  the  South  would  maintain  her  integrity. 
But  neiiher  for  ihe  Constitution,  nor  for  those 
who  had  gone  before  them,  would  they  permit 
thcmeelvis  to  be  degraded  or  rtirrentler  their 
rights.  Union  or  no  Union. 

Mr.  BIDLACICafter  some  preliminary  observ- 
ation!!,said  he  had  liKtencd  lo  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  with  great  attention,  in  the  hope 
that  the  gentleman's  ai^uments  would  determine 
him  as  to  the  course  he  should  take  on  the  ques- 
tion iHjfore  the  commillee;  and  he  had  risen  now 
for  the  purpose  of  making  a  public  declaration  of 
his  opinions,  to  avoid  the  necessity  of  either  pri- 
vate or  public  declarations  hereafter.  It  was  well 
known  by  those  with  whom  he  had  the  pleasure 
to  act  during  the  last  Congress,  that  he  had  uni- 
formly voted  in  favor  of  this  restrictive  rule;  and 
he  would  continue  to  do  so,  if  he  could  be  con- 
vinced that  he  could  continue  to  have  ihe  appro- 
bation of  his  own  conscience,  and  if  it  could  have 
the  undivided  support  of  those  who  professed  to 
have  the  most  interest  in  this  question.  Whether 
they  had  or  not,  judging  from  the  shape  in  which 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Rhctt] 
put  tl,  was  questionable.    Some  would  be  very 


apt  to  suppose,  from  the  arguments  of  the  gen- 
tlejnan  from  South  Carolina,  that  the  existence  of 
this  Republic  was  to  depend  on  the  decision  of 
this  question;  and  he  thought  the  same  inference 
might  be  drawn  from  what  was  beginning  to  be 
said  out  of  this  House,  through  the  public  press 
of  the  country.  He  had  this  morning  met  with 
an  article  in  a  paper  published  in  this  city,  in 
which  he  found  language  very  similar  lo  tiux 
which  they  had  just  beard  from  the  gendemtn 
from  South  Carolina. 

[Mr.  B.  here  read  th«  article,  which  was  no- 
deratood  to  have  been  published  in  the  Specta- 
tor.] 

He  wished  to  God  that  southern  men,  and 
northern  men,  had  reflected  upon  the  danger  of 
calling  in  question  the  future  existence  of  this 
Union.  Would  to  God  they  could  return  to  the 
good  old  times  in  which — as  had  been  represented 
to  him  by  his  venerable  father,  who  was  still  liv' 
ing,  and  who  served  daring  seven  years  of  the 
revolutionary  struggle — it  was  considered  sacri- 
legious even  to  advert  lo  the  possibility  of  a  dis- 
union of  the  States  which  compose  this  glorious 
Republic.  He  trusted  they  would  never  see 
"dissolution"  written  in  mournful  characters 
upon  the  present  monumenta  of  our  glory.  He 
had  risen  on  this  occasion  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
voking gentlemen — if  there  was  really  such  a 
spirit  abroad  as  had  been  represented  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina,  and  as  seemed  lo  be 
indicated  by  the  closingremarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Rhett,] — to  refbrm 
ihal  bitter  spirit.  Southern  gentlemen ^had  ex- 
pressed an  U4iyielding  determination  to  pursue  the 
objects  they  nave  in  view,  and  a  similar  determ- 
ination had  been  expressed  by  gentlemen  of  the 
North.  Unfortunately  they  nad  connected  the 
question  of  abolition  of  slavery ,  about  which  tbeie 
was  but  very  little  difference  of  opinion  at  the 
North,  (at  least  in  the  section  from  which  be 
came,)  from  the  opinions  entertained  by  theSouth 
with  another  question  about  which  there  would 
be  much  dispute,  viz:  the  question  as  to  the  right 
of  petition.  He  would  advise  gentlemen  to  dis- 
connect the  two  questions,  and  Tcave  the  question 
of  abolition  to  stand  out  in  ail  its  black  and  na- 
tive deformity.  He  was  clearly  of  opinion  that 
the  Abolitionists  were  drawing' more  dose  what 
they  were  pleased  to  term  the  shackles  of  slave- 
ry; that  they  were  not  ameliorating  the  condition 
of  the  free  men  of  rA>lor.  And  he  was  further  of 
opinion  that,  by  adhering  lo  the  course  they  bad 
prescribed  to  themselves,  southern  men  were  mul- 
tiplying Abolitionists,  while  those  Abolitionists 
were  effecting  nothing  towards  ameliorating  the 
condition  of  free  men  of  color  or  of  slaves. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  that  the  moroing 
hour  had  expired. 

Mr.  BIDLACK  asked  if  he  would  have  leave 
to-morrow  lo  continue  his  remarks;  for  he  had 
been  cut  off  in  the  middle  of  a  sentence,  and  he 
did  not  know  when  it  would  end.  [A  laugh.)  He 
would  prefer  to  proceed  now;  and,  if  permitted, 
he  would  be  as  brief  as  possible. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  would  not  be  in  order. 

REFERENCE  OP  PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  WiKTHROf  in  Ihe  chair,)an4 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  veferance  of  that 
portion  of  the  President's  message  relating  to  the 
improvement  of  the  western  waters. 

Mr.  RATHBUN  said  the  question  had  oees- 
pied  a  consiiierable  time,  and  perhaps  it  had  been 
Bufl^ciently  discussed  already.  Some  reasons, 
however,  had  occurred  to  him  during  the  pK>grsss 
of  the  discussion,  against  the  reference  of  this 
subject  to  a  select  committee,  which  he  desired  to 
submit  to  the  consideration  of  this  commilits- 
He  was  opposed  to  the  reference  of  a  matter  of 
this  kind  to  a  select  committea;  beca«Me,  if  they 
did  80  in  thia  instanr.e,  they  would  be  bound  to 
do  the  same  in  the  other  cases.  If  they  ^s"*  •• 
have  a  select  committee  for  western  rivew,  by  Che 
same  rule  northern  gentlemen  would  bavearigBt 
to  demand  a  select  commiuee  for  objects  of  m- 
provement  in  the  North;  and  instead  of  baTioga 
united  and  thorough  examination,  by  one  com- 
millee, of  all  these  interests,  they  would  have  sec- 
tional interests,  coming  in  collision,  each  striving 
to  supersede  the  other.  He  was  opposed  to  re- 
ducing objecU  of  national  interest  to  questioni  of 
a  sectional  or  local  character. 
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When  wMtern  gemlemen  contended  for  ita  nt- 
eraooe  loaaeieeteoromiltee'^  they  greatly  miaiook 
their  tree  eoane.  The  moment  they  aaked  it« 
leferenee  to  •  lelect  eommittee,  that  moment  tbey 
Mmyed  againit  it  all  the  strength  of  all  other  in- 
tareatt  in  the  Union.  With  regard  to  the  mag- 
Bitadeand  importanoe  of  that  section  of  the  coun- 
try to  which  their  prapoaed  improTementa  espe- 
cially referrsdf  and  which  haa  been  ao  highly 
6«h>giz*d  by  goatlemen  on  that  ftoer,  he  hadlii>iy 
to  aay,  be  adnritted  ita  imporunee  to  the  fallesi 
OCIem.  Bm  it  waa  not  a  Meal  cfueaiion;  it  waaa 
<|q«stion  of  higher  importance  t  it  was  a  question 
of  national  importance;  and  the  honor  of  excla> 
mn  interest  in  tbM  great  (joestion  ntOst  not  be 
wragaied  to  themselt«a  by  gentlemen  from  the 
West;  it  waa  parlieipatad  in  by  all  who  belonged 
to  tha  empira  throogii  which  the  great  father  of 
rivers  flowed.  A  gantleaaan  who  had  spoken 
early  upon  thia^ueation,  had  complained  to  the 
Houaa  that,  fbr  yeara  past,  jaatice  had  been  de- 
nied to  the  people  of  the  West;  and  because  jos- 
tioa  bad  been  denied  them  they  were  detertmned 
now  to  carve  oat  for  tberaselrcs  such  appropri- 
ations aa  they  thought  right  and  proper;  and  be- 
ton  thajr  would  consent  to  receive  that  justice  in 
eoBoeetion  with  other  portions  of  the  Union  they 
-wetiM  postpone  it  for  ten  yeara  lohger;  and  then 
they  would'  force  the  House  to  grant  what  the 
geatleman  waa  now  unwilling  to  receive  by  the 
assistanee  and  liberality  of  gentlemen  from  other 
portions  of  the  Union.  Hedoabted  whether  the 
genilemaa  would  find  himself  sustained  in  that 
Boaition  by  his  eonstitaeney.  If  they  did  really 
leal  that  they  had  been  wronged,  he  thought  they 
araald  hardly  be  willing  to  wait  for  ten  years 
more  to  aecommodMe  the  gentleman.  Hethought 
they  woo|d  prefer  that  justice  should  be  done 
now  by  those  who  were  willing  and  able  to  do  it. 
Bat  the  gentleman,  speaking  of  New  York,  had 
told  them  that,  in  comparison  with  the  valley  of 
the  Mississippi,  it  was  alto^tlier  insignificant; 
Aatheeoald  potNew  Yorkinhisbreeehespocket; 
and  as  fcr  the  Hadson  river,  it  was  but  a  spring 
stream.  Gentlemen  fVom  New  York  did  not  come 
kera  to  b«  informed  of  the  size  of  the  Hudson 
river,  nor  of  the  comparative  size  of  New  York 
and  th«  vallejr  of  the  Mississippi;  nor  the  rela- 
tive size  of  either  to  the  gentleman's  breeches 
poeket.  It  would  be  necessary,  however,  that 
the  genllenmn  shsald  hare  a  pretty  large  pocket, 
as  wsH  as  an  empty  one.  It  waa  no  part  of  the 
datjr  of  Representatives  from  New  York  to  boast 
of  •reolegize  the  State  they  represent;  it  needed 
■•  entocy;  it  would  be  enough  to  say,  (what 
evsrybody  mast  know  already,)  that  the  Slate 
of  New  York  eoataina  aboutone  sixth  part  of 
the  whole  number  of  inhabitants  of  the  Union; 
that  she  paya  primarily  mom  than-  one  half  of 
the  revenue  of  this  Government,  derived  from 
fowiign  eommeroe,  and  uKimately  more  than  a 
•ixth  of  that  revenue.  If  an  appropriation  were 
made  for  the  improvement  of  the  western  waters, 
tikat  Slate,  whien  the  gentleman  talked  about  put- 
ting in  his  breeches  poeket,  would  have  to  pay 
abMt  a  sixth  part  of  the  whole  expenditure;  and 
not  only  that,  but  of  every  appropriation  that  was 
made,  even  the  nntleman's  per  diem  and  travet- 
iaig  expenses.  And  was  it  not  the  manifest  in- 
leraat  of  the  State  of  New  York  that  the  waters 
«t  the  West  should  be  improved  * 

Bat  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  said  that  the 
West  aronld  help  herself— that  the  East  would 
not  be  permitted  to  come  in  and  help  her.  Now, 
thi«  was  a  pesilien  the  gentleman  had  no  right 
lo  aaaame;  and'  it  waa  not  good  policy  for  a  west- 
era  man  to  lake  that  ground.  All  the  various 
parts  of  this  Union  were  so  intimately  connected 
that  the  interests  of  one  were  the  interests  of  all ; 
asd"  the  East  woald  as  readily  support  western 
interests  ss  her  own.  Mr.  R.  made  a  statement 
of  the  eommeree  and  tonnage  of  New  York  em- 
piored'  on  the  Hudson ,  and  the  lakea  connected 
iritii  it  ]>y  the  Erie  eknal,  and  compared  it  with 
t^t  of  New  Orleans  employed  on  the  Missis- 
Hppi;«et  with  the  view  of  disparaging  the  latter, 
bat  to  show  (he  important  of  the  former,  and 
tlio  ehdm  it  bad  on  the  fostering  care  of  the  GK>v- 
ennnent. 

One  of  his  eolleagnes  remarked  yesterday,  that 
by  the  estimalA,  it  appeared  that  |8,000,000 
would  be  required  for  the  improvement  of  the 
w«atem  waters;  and  he  was  liberal  enough  to  say 
that  if  115,000,000  were  required,  he  was  ready 


to  vote  that  appropriation,  even  if  (hey  had  to 
borrow  the  money.  He  would  not  do  ao.  He 
had  an  otter  abhorrence,  in  time  of  peace,  lo  corr- 
tracting  a  public  debt,  which  must  sooner  or  later 
come  on  the  backs  of  the  people  for  liquidation. 
If  he  waa  correctly  informed,  we  had  already  a 
public  debt  of  #30,000,000,  on  which  we  pay 
fl  ,500,000  annaally;  and  he  would  not  consent 
to  add  to  that  |30,0()0,000  the  sum  of  $15,000,000 
more,  or  any  other  sum.  He  would  vote  for  no 
such  appropriation;  but  he  would  tell  western 
gentlemen  what  they  might  ilo;  they  might  reduce 
the  public  expenditure8;tfaey  might  putastap  to 
moch  waste. and  profligate  expenditure  in  the  va- 
rious departments  of  this  Oovemmehl,  and  thus 
money  might  be  spared  to  effect  the  western  im- 
provementa  which  were  required-.  They  might. 
take  a  little  from  their  own  daily  remuneration 
for  the  aame  purposes.  He  vras  next  proceeding 
to  apeak  of  the  operation  of  the  tariff  in  its  pro- 
duction of  revenue,  when  he  was  informed  that 
his  hoar  had  expired. 

Mr.  THOMASSON,  in  the  course  of  some  re- 
marks which  he  offered,  said,  if  he  could  have 
anticipated  that  such  a  debate  would  have  sprtmg 
up  on  thia  subject,  he  would  have  been  deterred 
from  offering  his  resolution.  He  considered  the 
debate  almost  useless  on  the  mere  question  of  ref- 
erence. He  argued  that  the  reference  should  be 
to  a  committee  that  understood  the  subject,  and 
had  an  interest  in  it;  and;  if  the  gentlemen  who 
felt  interested  in  the  Hudson  or  anjr  other  river 
would  bring  forward  their  proposition  in  a  dis- 
tinct shape',  and  make  thejr  case  clear,  it  should 
have  his  support.  On  the  Mississippi,  however, 
there  was  need  for  immediate  appropriations,  to 
prevent  the  great  destruction  of  property  which 
was  annually  sacrificed,  in  consequence  of  the 
neglect  with  which  it  had  been  treated;  and  all 
they  now  asked  was  a  committee,  and  afterwards 
fbr  a  free  and  unbiased  vote;  and  he  ahould  vote 
in  the  same  spirit  for  appropriations  fur  other 
parts  of  the  Uniom. 

Mr.  TILDEN  next  obtained  the  floor;  but  he 
gave  way  for  a  motion  to  rise;  and  the  committee 
accordingly  rose,  and  reported  progress. 
COJ.ONIZATION  SOCIETVr. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLLsaid  it  bad  been  usual 
to  grant  the  Colonization  Society  ilie  use  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  its  annual  meeting; 
he  therefore  moved  that  it  be  granted  for  the  use 
odhal  society  on  ruesday  evening  next. 

Tbf  SPEAKER  put  the  queatioo;  and  there 
were  in  the  affirmative  64,  and  in  the  negative  lU; 
which  was  less  than  a  quorum. 

Tellers  were  demanded,  but  not  ordered;  and, 
without  diaposing  of  the  motion, 

The  House  adjpurne4- 

The  DHIowinf  BMicea  of  pctiiiims,  pmentad  to-day, 
were  handed  to  the  reponcn  by  Uie  uieoilMsn  prcHatiiii 
Hicm : 

Dy  Mr.  STEGNROD :  The  petition  of  the  ciilxcns  oT 
Philllpfio,  Barbour  county,  Virginia,  askinf  an  ineresM  of 
■■ail  Mrviee ;  wkieb  ira<  referrad  to  Iba  Coamiue*  on  Uie 
Pott  Offics  and  Pnu  Bnadt. 

By  Mr.  OUNL.^P:  Tlic  ptiiiinnof  Ssmpann  B.  Lord  and 
two*  ilioiiMnd  nix  hunilrca  and  Torty  otlirr^,  citizen*  of 
Maine  and  ^ew  Hampdhlre,  pntjinf  for  thccnnstnictinn  of 
a  di7-docli  at  Uie  aavy-yard  near  Ponnaoiub,  N«w  Hamp- 
•liire ;  wliicli  waa  referred  to  tliR  Committee  on  CiHninerce. 

By  Mr.  T  VL.ER :  Tbe  p<:ii  ion  of  Williani  Madison  and 
others,  praying  for  the  erection  of  a  liglit-hou«e  at  llic  mouiii 
of  Cattarangiu  ereck.  Now  York,  and  for  the  prosecnlion 
of  the  unSnitlMd  work<  at  ibai  plaee. 

Also,  tlie  peliUoii  of  Arteinai  Morton  and  othen,  praying 
for  tlie  name. 

AIm>,  the  petition  of  A>  R.  Avciy  and  otben,  pmying  for 
tbe  MOM. 

By  Mr.  C.  M.  REEO :  Two  petilioaa  fron  eiiitsns  of 
Erie,  pnyiog  ao  opprophaiioa  for  continuing  the  public 
work  on  the  harbor  at  Erie,  Pennsylranis. 

AIM,  the.prtltlon  of  Bev.  O.  B.  Call  and  other  cMzeni, 
of  Poucr  emanty,  Peauiytvaaia,  against  the  anoezatioa  or 
Texas  to  the  Unioa. 

By  Mr.  FICKLIN  :  Tbe  petition  of  A.  Badoleu  and  two 
hundred  and  pcventy-three  othen,  citizens  of  Lawrence 
eonnty,  IHInoit,  praying  a  grant  of  a  portion  of  the  unwM 
buds  lyiag  wiihia  tbe  Falewbia,  Viaeena«s,sn<  flbasaiu- 
town  diainctt,  for  llie  imptoveiiMataf  tbe  navigation  of  ibe 
tVibosh  river,  frnm  Teire  Haute  (the  terminus  of  tbe  Wa- 
bash and  Brie  canal)  In  iu  Junction  with  the  Ohio  river ; 
whieb  WW  refrrred  to  tlie  Cominiliee  oe  Beads  and  Canals. 

By  Mr.  OODOB,  of  Witeoosla :  Tbe  petition  of  Ibe  ■•■- 
hers  of  tlie  Lxgislaiivs  AaaemMy  of  tbe  Territory  of  Wis- 
consin, and  tbe  ciiizeiis  of  Portage  county,  in  said  Terri- 
tory, asking  Congress  fbr  an  appropriniion  for  surveying, 

mnrlcinf ,  and  workint  on  a  road  ftmn  Port to  Ibe  Big 

Bull  Palls,  on  tbe  Wisconsin  river ;  which  was  referred  to 
Uie  Cominitloe  on  Roads  and  Canals.  * 

Also,  a  ineniurial  of  tbe  ciUzens  of  (Sreen  county,  Terri- 
tory of  Wisconsin,  asking  Congress  for  an  appropriation  for 


a  barbnr  at  the  town  of  Soafbpon,  In  said  Territory ;  which 
I  was  referred  to  ihe  Ooimnittee  on  Oommerre. 

By  Mr.  ROVP :  Tbe  pfoeewUngs  of  a  mteiing  of  Uis 
citizens  of  Pnducata,  Kentucky,  in  favor  of  iliat  town  aa  the 
I  most  suitable  for  the  location  oftbe  national  armory. 
I      By  Mr.  FISH  :  Tbe  petition  of  Fraocia  Sommeianer,  aa 
I  invalid  aoMier,  for  a  pension. 

By  Mr.  UAJtPER :  Tbe  peiitios  of  J.  C.  Oqibrie  and  sev- 
enty-four other  citizens,  of  George  Swingle  and  twenty-alz 
other  citizens,  ail  of  Muskingum  county,  Ohio,  praying  a 
I  reduction  oftbe  rates  of  post^;  whieb  was  referred  n  Ibe 
Commiase  on  Ihe  Poa  OIBee  and  Post  Ksoda. 

Alao,  the  peUtioa  of  Ihe  aarae  citizena,  praying  a  ledue- 
tion  of  Ui«  eipenaes  of  tlie  Government  oftbe  United  States; 
which  was  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  netrenehmeat. 

By  Mr.  POTTER,  of  Ohio;  The  petliMm  of  Elisa  Pick- 
lell,  admiaisiratrix  of  John  Plekrell,  deesMed,  ftir  Uw  pay- 
ment of  claims  against  Uie  Shawnee  fndlaiisj  vrblebwss 
referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  Indian  AMn. 

Also,  s  petition  fhim  citizens  of  Williams  eounty,  Ohio, 
praying  for  a  redu.-Uon  of  tb*  price  of  Congress  Hnds  in 
Iboteounly;  wUcbwasrefenediatbeCoaimittseonPnbUe 
Lands. 

Also,  a  petition  from  Cbaites  Young,  of  Ohio,  for  a  pen- 
sion as  a  soMier  of  the  hist  war  with  Great  Britain ;  whieb 
waa  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions. 

Also,  a  lemlntion  of  Ibe  General  Assembly  of  tbe  Siala 
of  Ohio,  instmcUng  tbe  Senators,  and  requesting  tbe  Rep- 
resentatives, from  tliat  State  to  use  their  influence  to  pro- 
cure a  repeal  nftlie'lnw  of  last  winter,  removing  the  aum- 
mer  term  of  the'  United  States  circuit  court  from  CotumboB 
10  Oinclnnnti ;  wbicb  Waa  refened  to  Oie  (MamMee  on 
the  Judiciary. 

By  Mr.  KING,  ofNew  Yock :  The  petition  oftbe  Inhab- 
itants of  New  York,  for  a  law  to  aboiiiib  tbe  flanking  privi- 
lege, and  ledsce  tbe  lale*  of  postage. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
FaiDAT,  Jonitsry  12, 1844. 
Tbe  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL,  the  use 
of  the  Hall  was  granted  to  the  Colonization  So- 
ciety for  the  purpose  of  holding  a  meeting  on 
Tuesday  next. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  T.  SMITH,  the  following 
resolution  waa  adopted: 

Retolui,  That  tbe  petition  and  papers  of  Benjamia 
Franklin,  pmylnga  pension  as  an  ordinary  seaman  on  boaid 
tlie  United  Slates  frigate  President,  in  tlie  year  I6VI,  be 
taken  from  ihe  flies  oftbe  House  and  referred  to  thet^m- 
miuee  on  Invalid  Pensions,  together  Willi  a  leuer  fiom 
CTommodore  James  Barron  in  reiaiioo  to  tbe  same  autijaeu 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WRIGHT,  of  Indiana,  the 
following  resolution  was  adoffted: 

Aesolcsd,  That  Ibe  SecreiaryoftbeTreaaurrbeivqneit- 
ed  to  communicate  to  iliia  House  any  comnunieaUoa  be 
may  have  received  from  tbe  State  of  Indiana  relative  to  Ibe 
selection  of  lands  for  the  ennlinuatiaa  of  the  Wabash  and 
Erie  canal  wei*t  of  Lafayette,  Indiana,  with  any  correspond- 
ence on  file  on  that  subject. 

Mr.  PHCENIX  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution; which  lies  over  one  day,  under  the  rule: 

Raolvtd,  That  the  Seereiaiy  of  State  be  ilireeuid  te 
report  to  this  Hriuse  any  inlormation  Uiat  may  liave  been 
received  at  tbe  Deparinient  nf  State  in  relation  to  tbe  proe- 
ecntion  of  the  contraband  opium  trade  on  tbe  coast  of  Chini 
by  vessels  under  tbe  Aaaeriean  flag ;  alao,  if  soeh  trade  lias 
been  participated  in,  or  countenanced  by,  any  of  tbe  con- 
sular or  oilier  agents  of  the  United  States. 

And  furtbsr,  to  conimunicate  to  this  Bouse  if  aaeb  in- 
strucUons  have  been  given  to  tbe  Minister,  consular  <ir 
other  agents  of  the  United  States,  ss  will  be  calculated  tn 
aid'  Ibe  autbodties  of  Uuu  country  in  suppreaatng  a  traf&c  SO 
justly  obnoxious  to  tbe  Chinese  Govemmciil. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SIMONS,  it  was 

Unolvtd,  ThatsasleetcnmnitteeofflvsbssiHwinlsdlo 
examine  into  tbe  subject  of  engiavlog,  lilhograpMag,  and 
printiiig  of  maps  ordered  by,  or  executed  by  order  of,  lbs 
Twrniy-Sixili  and  Twenty-Seventh  Congresses, and  report 
Ibe  amount  paid,  and  any  fhiuds  or  collnsiona  ttaat  may  bs 
discoveTSd  In  execution  of  said  work. 

Mr.  WISE  submitted  the  following  resolution; 
which,  after  a  brief  conversation  between  him 
and  Mr.  C.  JOHNSON,  was  agreed  to: 

RtMolceit.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Nsvy  be  reqnestei) 
to  report  to  this  House  a  detailed  sutemrnt  of  Ibe  expend- 
itures for  dslly  cost  of  tbe  sick,  per  man,  la  each  of  the 
naval  hospitals  and  naval  ataiioss  witbia  Ibe  Ustted  Stales, 
for  tbe  last  ten  years,  with  a  detailed  statement  of  tbe  ex- 
penditures of  the  bureau  of  medicine  and  surgery  since  lis 
esuMisbinent  up  to  tbe  present  time,  aa  well  for  the  bureau 
itself,  as  ftir  oMb  of  Ibe  hospluls  and  sutinna  retired  to, 
tngeiber  wUb  s  sMMssssnt  in  deiait  af  sll  uspsld  dslsas 
against  said  bureau  of  any  nature  or  cbaracter  wbatsosver. 
And  to  report  Itortber,  wui  conirscts  are  hi  existence  for 
supplying  Ibe  Navy  with  butter  and  cheese,  when  and  by 
wbmn  tbey  were  made,  snd  when  they  will  terminals; 
tofeiber  srilh  all  Ibe  eonespoodeace  of  tbe  Seereiaiy  sf 
tbe  Navy  concerning  ibem. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  RELFE  introduced  the  following  bills; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims: 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  location  of  the  land 
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cUums  of  Antoine  Voaquez  and  otheni  confirmed 
by  the  act  of  4lh  Jul^,  1838;  and 

A  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  act  ft>r  the  final 
adjustment  of  private  land  chum*  in  Missouri, 
Approved  July,  1892. 

Mr.  JAMESON  introduced  the  following  bill, 
and  moved  its  reference  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands: 

A  bill  to  establish  a  permanent  prospective  pre- 
emption svatem  in  favor  of  actooil  settlers  on  the 
pablic  lands. 

It  was  so  referred. 

Mr.'  8LI0ELL  introduced  a  bill  to  exempt 
from  duty  cotton  imported  into  the  United  States 
Hmm  Texas.    ^^ 

Mr.  TIBBATTS,in  pursuance  of  notice  here-- 
tofote  given,  introduced  a  bill  for  the  abolishment 
«t  imprisonment  for  debt  within  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

Mr.  ADAMS  inquired  if  this  bill  had  been  re- 

trted  by  the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia ?  

Mr.  TIBBATTS  replied  that  the  bill  was  intro- 
duced by  himself,  and  not  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  ADAMS  again  inquired  whether  it  was 
the  gentleman's  intention  to  refer  the  bill  to  that 
committee  ? 

Mr.  TIBBATTS  replied  that  he  was  indiSer- 
ent  whether  it  went  to  that  or  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  ADAMS  again  inquired  whether  this  was 
the  same  bill  which  was  before  the  House  twenty 
years  ago,  and  which  had  been  brought  in  by  a 
gentleman  from  one  of  the  slave  Stales  ? 

Mr.  TIBBATTS  replied  that  it  was  not. 

After  some  further  conversation,  the  bill  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

Mr.  TIBBATTS,  on  leave,  also  introduced  a 
biU  further  to  extend  the  time  for  locating  mili- 
tary land  warrants,  and  rcinrning  surveys  there- 
on to  the  General  Land  Office;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  referred. 

Mr.  CROSS,  in  purstiance  of  notice  given,  and 
on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  supplementary  to  the 
act  entitled  "  An  act  to  luttle  the  title  to  certain 
tracts  of  land  in  Arkansas,  "approved  August  II, 
1840;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

noTicES  or  bills. 

Mr.  PRATT  gave  notice  that  he  would,  to- 
morrow, or  on  some  future  day,  introduce  a  bill 
to  establish  a  branch  mint  in  the  city  of  New 
York. 

Mr.  P.  also  gave  notice  that  he  would,  to-mor- 
row, or  on  some  future  day,  introduce  a  bill  to 
•Iter  the  present  naturalization  law — forjudges 
of  county  and  district  courts  to  grant  certificates 
of  naturalization,  after  filing  a  copy  witli  the 
clerks  of  the  county. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  explanatory  of  the 
treaty  made  with  the  Chippewa  Indians  at  Sagi- 
naw, January  33.  1838;  which  was  laid  on  tbe 
table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  OWEN,  from  tbe  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals,  repertnd  House  bill  No.  10,  providing  for 
the  continuation  of  the  CumberUnd  road,  and  a 
bridge  over  the  Ohio  at  Wheeling,  recommending 
its  passage,  with  the  appropriations  reduced  to 
(75,000  for  the  part  of  the  road  in  each  of  the 
States  of  Indiana  and  Illinois,  and  450,000inOhio; 
which  was  referred  to  theCoinmitteeof  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  McKAY,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  to  supply  a  deficiency 
in  the  appropnation  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  the 
30th  June,  1844,  for  the  relief  and  protection  of 
American  seamen, and  moved  iu  reterenee  to  tbe 
Commiltea  of  the  W  hole  on  (he  stale  of  tlie  Union ; 
which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  McKAY  then  moved  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  tbe  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  tbe  slate 
of  tbe  Union,  for  the  purpose  of  lakiug  u^  this 
bill  for  consideration. 

Mr.  ADAMS  called  for  the  order  of  the  day. 

Tbe  SPEAKER  observed  that  the  motion  to 
go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  could  not  be  en- 
tertained at  this  time  without  a  suspension  of  the 
rules. 


Mr.  McKAY  moved  their  suspension. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  there  would  be  abundance 
of  time  to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  after 
the  first  oraer  had  been  disposed  of. 

The  SPEAKER  remarked  that  the  question 
was  not  debatable. 

Mr.  ADAldS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
but  the  call  not  being  seconded,  they  were  not 
ordered. 

The  question  on  the  suspension  of  the  rules 
was  then  put,  and  carried. 

The  rules  being  suspended,  the  House  then, 
onjtfr.  McKat's  motion,  resolved  itself  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
(Mr.  WiLUHs  in  the  chair,)  and  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  the  said  bill. 

Mr.  McKAY  explained  the  object  of  the  bill, 
and  sent  to  tbe  Chair  two  communications  from 
the  Secretary  of  State;  which  were  read  by  the 
Clerk. 

Mr.  McK.  having  made  a  few  additional  re- 
marks in  explanation  of  the  bill,  moved  that  the 
committee  rise  and  report  it  to  the  House;  which 
motion  was  carried. 

The  bill  was  then,  after  being  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

REPORT  ON  THE  ROLES. 

Mr.  ADAMS  having  called  for  tbe  orders  of 
the  day. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  tbe  first  business 
in  order  to  be  tbe  report  of  Ae  select  committee 
on  the  rules;  the  question  being  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  DaouGooLE  to  recommit  Uie  report. 

Mr.  BIDLACK,  who  had  tbe  floor  from  yes- 
terday, said  that  he  was  in  favor  of  the  recom- 
mitment of  the  report,  but  without  instructions. 
He  had  not  only  heretofore  uniformly  voted  in 
favor  of  rules  of  this  description,  but  when  mo- 
tions to  lay  this  whole  subject  on  the  table  had 
been  made,  he  had  voted  for  them  also.  He  had 
been  willing  to  abide  by  the  rules  of  the  last 
House,  as  amended  at  this  session,  rather  than 
have  this  subject  further  aeitated  or  dbcqssed; 
and  he  regretted  that  he  did  not  find  more  una-' 
nimity  among  southern  gentlemen  upon  motions 
to  Uy  the  whole  subject  upon  the  table.  He  was 
anxious  to  avoid  all  discussion;  but  since  the 
South ,  ore  great  portion  of  its  members,  appeared 
to  be  disposed  to  have  this  question  discussed,  he 
thought  It  to  be  his  duty  to  review  the  grounds 
on  which,  at  the  last  Congress,  he  had  gone  with 
them  in  support  of  that  rule.  When  heJiad  the 
honor  of  adareasing  the  House  yesterday,  he  ex- 
pressed his  regret  at  the  manner  in  which  this 
subject  bad  been  discussed,  and  the  manner  in 
which  these  discussions  bad  been  spoken  of  out 
of  doors,  and  in  the  public  prints.  In  what  po- 
sition do  we  find  ourselves.'  Herefrom  the  North, 
we  are  told  that  we  must  receive  these  petitions; 
that  if  we  do  not,  we  refuse  a  great  constitutional 
right;  and  if  that  constitutional  right  is  refused, 
it  most  result  in  a  dissolution  of  the  Union.  On 
the  other  hand,  we  hear  a  voice  from  the  South, 
declaring  that  if  these  petitions  are  to  be  received, 
if  the  right  of  petition  to  this  extent  is  admitted, 
that — Union  or  no  Union — it  must  be  resisted. 
Now,  when  such  declarations  were  made  by  men 
of  ultra  feelings,  what  should  be  the  proper  course 
to  be  pursued .'  Some  were  disposed  to  carry  out 
their  purposes,  without  any  compromise,  at  the 
expense  of  the  Union,  while  at  the  same  time 
they  professed  the  greatest  love  for  the  Union. 
This  seemed  to  him  to  be  what  might  be  termed 
killing  the  Constitution  witkkindness. 

He  had  said  yesterday,  that  it  was  in  view  of 
this  stale  of  the  case  that  all  moderate  men  should 
pause,  and  endeavor  to  get  the  North  and  the 
Souili  to  meet  on  this  question,  and  see  if  there 
was  no  way  in  which  this  matter  could  be  com- 
promised. He  was  going  yesterday  to  say  to  the 
Abolitionists  of  tlie  North,  that,  however  honest 
tbey  might  be  in  theirintentioos,  they  had  eflTeclod 
nothing  in  carrying  them  out.  He  was  going  to 
say  to  them;  that  before  they  arrested  tbe  consti- 
tutional action  of  the  States  by  these  abolition 
movements,  they  were  going  on  in  the  work  of 
emaDcipalion;  but  he  would  not  stop  to  argue  that 
part  of  the  question.  He  was  about  to  observe, 
also,  that  tbey  bad  done  nothing  by  their  move- 
ments to  ameliorate  the  condition  or  enlarge  the 
liberties  or  privileges  of  the  free  men  of  color.  He 
needed,*on  this  point,  only  to  refer  to  one  fact, 
which  happened  in  his  own  district.    Since  be 


had  been  in  public  life  (and  he  was  yet  bat  a 
young  man)  free  men  of  color  in  his  district  had 
exercised  the  most  enlarged  privileges  which  any 
freeman  could  enjoy;  to  wit,  right  of  sttSrage. 
Yes,  many  men  of  color  had  he  seen  go  to  Uie 
polls  in  the  town  in  which  he  resided,  and  deposit 
fieir  votes  against  him.  He  hsd  doubted  their 
right  to  do  so;  and  they  exercised  their  right  to 
vote  asainst  him  for  doubting  their  ri^i;  but 
these  abolition  movementa  had  created  such  a  re- 
action on  that  aubject,  that  llie  eoDStitoiion  of  bis 
State,  was  so  amended  that  the  right  of  snffage 
was  denied  to  them.  Previous  to'thatameadment 
of  the  constitution,  they  exercised  the  right  of 
suffrage;  and  in  some  instances,  where  the  judges 
and  inspectors  of  the  elections  refused  it  to  Iheoi, 
tbe>  prosecuted  these  oficera,and  tbeeourtseo*- 
victita  them.  Tbe  natter  was  carried  up  to  the 
Supreme  Court  upon  an  appeal;  but  before  a  de- 
cision was  finally  had ,  it  was  setUed  by  the  amend- 
ment of  the  constitution  he  bad  just  stated.  He 
would  not,  however,  stop  to  refer  to  any  note 
facts  on  this  subject,  his  desire  being  principally 
to  have  the  ear  of  southern  genUesoeo  on  ooe 
point.  He  desired  to  have  tbem  understand,  that 
tboiigh  he  had  acted  with  them  heretofote,itwis 
not  from  any  conviction  that  it  was  the  best  pol- 
icy; and  ezperieneehad  since  convinced  him  that 
it  was  not.  Previous  to  the  adoption  of  tlie  31st 
rule,  there  was  very  little  countenance  given  M 
abolition  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvasia;  and  he 
might  refer  to  abundant  evidence  in  proof  of  that 
Uet.  Why,  before  that  time  there  was,  se  fares 
he  was  informed,  but  one  Abolitionist  in  the 
place  in  which  be  resided — he  knew  of  no  other 
— and  that  one  was  unable  to  make  any  converts. 
For  the  purpose  of  endeavoring  to  do  so,  be  sent 
into  a  neigbooring  State  for  a  celebrated  kctorer 
on  abolition;  and  when  he  arrived  at  the  town  in 
which  he  resided,  the  people  not  only  refused  to 
hearhim,  butprovided  forhispossageinthestsge 
and  sent  him  out  of  the  county.  lie  Celt  boond, 
in  order  that  the  people  of  the  South  mightkoow 
the  true  state  of  feeling  on  the  subject  of  abolitisn 
in  his  section  of  the  country,  to  mention  another 
fact,  which,  under  other  circumstances,  he  woidd 
be  unwilling  to  refer  M.  They  not  only  bandied 
this  Abolitionist,  unheard ,  out  of  the  eaunty ,  but 
the  man  who  sent  for  him — a  man  of  standing  snd 
influence  in  the  county — ^was  aetually  riddeo 
through  the  streets,  at  midday*  on  «  sail. 

But,  as  he  said  yesterday,  this  rule,  which  en- 
ables the  Abolitionists  to  oome  under  the  desk 
of  the  sacred  right  of  petition,  aided  them  laors 
effectually  than anytliing  else  in  making  converts. 
The  abolition  lecturers,  under  tbe  pretense  of 
a  meetiug  called  to  hear  tbe  fight  of  petition  dis- 
cussed ,  lectured  on  the  subject  of  the  abolition  of 
slavery;  and  they  were,  by  this  means,  makng 
many  converts,  which  they  would  not  otherwise 
be  able  ton>ake;  andunleaa  ibis  psetexl  eras  taken 
from  them  by  the  repeal  of  the  Slat  rule,  they 
would  continue  to  increase  the  number  of  their 
followers.  He  always  had  doubu  of  the  propri- 
,  ety  of  this  rule;  and  his  doubts-oxtended  not  only 
I  to  the  merits  of  it,  bat  to  its  expediency,  as  he 
:  told  southern  gentlemen  at  the  last  Congress.  He 
would  not  now,  however,  discuss  the  meolts  of 
the  question  as  to  the  right  of  Congnss  ta  adopt 
this  rule;  his  only  object  was  to  have  the  ear  of 
southern  gentleman  as  icr  iw  expediency.  He 
voted  for  it  at  tlie  last  Congress  with-some  re- 
luctance; bnl'Voted  for  it  because  he  was  appealed 
to  by  southern  gentlemen  to  do  so,  on  the  grousd 
that  this  was  a  subjeu  on  which  they  were  all 
united,  and  that  it  was  a  subject  the  agitation  of 
which  was  not  only  endangering  their  rights  to 
the  property  secured  to  tbem  by  the  ConstitutioB, 
but  was  endangering  tlie  safety  of  those  who  sur- 
rounded their  firesides.  These  appeals  overcame 
his  scruples,  both  as  to  the  meriuaf  the  question 
and  as  to  the  expediency  of  the  measure;  and  he 
voted  to  sustain  tbe  rules  as  they  stood.  He  had 
before  obsenred  that  in  the  votes  he  then  gave,  he 
was  Bot  sustained  by  the  united  voise  ot  (be 
South;  and  he  remarked  that  (he  subject  was  kept 
in  agitation,  and  the  motions  of  the  gentleman 
from  Mossachusetta  on  tbe  sul^act  were  firequeat- 
ly  supported,  not  only  by  the  casting  votes  of  a 
southern  Speaker,  but  by  the  costing  votes  of 
southern  members.  It  was  these  casting  voles 
by  which  the  subject  was  kept  in  agitation,  and 
the  time  of  the  House  taken  up  in  axcitad  and 
unprofitable  disuMsion. 
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Mr.  WISE  asked  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
'sylranin  to  permit  him  to  interrupt  him  tor  a 
moment.  He  felt  called  upon  to  make  one  re- 
mark in  relation  to  one  of  the  gentleman 's  obser- 
TBtions. 

Mr.  BIDLACK  (looking  anxiously  at  the 
clock,  his  hour  having  nearly  expired)  said  he 
would  yield  if  the  gentleman  would  not  speak 
loii)t.     fLaosrhler.] 

Mr.  WISE  said  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
Tnnia  made  some  remarks  which  were  rery  just 
ttnd  Tery  proper.  The  gentleman  had  said  that 
northern  men  who  were  wiltins  to  stand  by  and 
protect  the  rights  of  the  South  on  this  question 
would  continue  to  do  so  in  one  event,  that  it  was 
made  a  liiie  ftM  non —a  condition  precedent — that 
the  aoatbeni  members  ••hould  be  nniled  among 
themselves.  He,  approving  of  that  sentiment, 
would  ask  the  gentleman  Trom  Pennsylvania  to 
state  speeiBcally  who  from  the  South  had  not 
united  on  this  question?  He  made  this  request  in 
order  that  it  miglit  not  be  supposet^lmt  he  had 
not  united  and  voted  with  the  South  on  this  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  BIDL/VCK  would  return  the  compliment 
of  the  gentlemon  from  Virginia,  by  saying  that 
his  remarks  were  very  sensibJe  and  his  requests 
■very  reasonable;  but  he  did  not  know  t"at  it  would 
be  parliamentary  for  him  to  refer  by  name  to 
members  of  the  Inst  Congress  who  were  memlwrs 
of  the  present,  and  had  ehang^^d  the?r  ground  on 
this  subject.  He  would,  however,  remark  that 
the  genllemaii  from  Virginia  would  find  thnl  there 
were  some  cominj  from  his  own  Stste,  Virginia; 
that  there  were  others  IVom  Kentucky;  and  that 
there  were  others  from  North  Carolina;  and  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  could  ascertain  who  ihey 
■were  by  a  reference  to  the  Journal  of  the  House. 

He  had  liilherio  taken  a  position  on  the  subject 
which  he  was  willing  to  follow  up;  hut  the  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina  [.Mr.  CLiNOMtxjhad 
assumed  a  position  here  which  was  a  perilous  one 
to  northern  men.  He  was  willing  to  stand  up  for 
the  CoAftilulinn;  he  had  always  b.«n  dioposed  to 
atand  up  for  the  Cnnsliiution;  but  he  thought  ihey 
had  reason  to  complain  of  snnlhern  men  on  this 
•ubject.  So  long  as  he  was  told,  on  coming  here, 
that  a  great  portion  of  those  gentlemen  from  the 
Sotilh  who  had  not  united  with  the  other  southern 
memliers  nn  this  subject  were  left  at  home,  be 
was  disposed  stiH  to  adhere  to  the  cdVirse  he  had 
hitherto  pursued;  but  he  found,  though  cerlHin 
gentlemen  had  been  left  st  home,  other  gentlemen 
nad  eome  here  to  supply  their  places,  and  give 
the  same  kind  of  votes.  These  were  facts  which 
were  sufficient  to  make  northern  men  stop  and 
examine;  lliat  th/y  mi;ht  see  if,  in  a  doubtful 
taae^  they  had  not  the  right  to  Judi^e  fur  them- 
selves, and  to  act  according  to  the  dictates  of 
their  eonsrience  after  such  examination. 

After  some  further  remarks,  (which  were  not 
distinctly  heard.)  he  proceeded  to  say  that,  not 
oAly  had  they  found  southern  gentlemen  voting 
against  the  n-strie.iive  rule,  but  one  snutliem  gen- 
tle(nan[.Vir.CLiMoMAii]haiJ  mndea speech  (which 
by  many  was  deemed  unansweral)le)  against  fur- 
ther sustaining  that  rule.  Now,  for  one,  he  was 
disposed  intake  into  consideration  whether  it  was 
not  right  to  take  that  gcnlleman  at  his  word,  and 
leave  to  him  the  rrsponslliilily  on  this  siibject; 
but  he  would  here  remark,  that  he  would  now  go 
no  further  than  to  vote  for  the  recommittal  of  this 
report  to  the  Committee  on  Rules;  as,  in  that 
emit,  one  member  eo«ild  ask,  as  he  had  intimat- 
ed, to  be  excused  from'further  aervice  on  that 
committee,  and  another  gentleman  could  be  ap- 
pointed in  his  place,  and  the  matter  couhl  be  again 
fully  examined;  that  the  committee  might  see  if 
they  eouM  not  make  a  report  upon  which  mod- 
enu«  men  eould  unite,  and  thereby  put  an  end  to 
the  question  which  some  politicians  seemed  dis- 
poaetl  to  sgitate,  though  be  eeuld  not  see  that 
there  was  any  ^erj  great  excitement  amongst  the 
people  in  relation  to  it,  as  represented  in  this 
Hall.  After  what  he  had  said,  let  no  gentleman 
eharge  hitt  with  a  disposition  to  abandon  the 
compromises  of  the  Constilalion.  He  was  acting 
under  the  solemnity  of  an  oath, and  with  no  other 
motive  than  the  good  of  the  whole  country.  He 
had  made  the  observations  which  had  now  fallen 
from  him,  as  he  had  before  obaerved,  to  avoid  the 
necessity  of  fVitnre  poblio  declarations  of  the  mo- 
tive* whicli  had  governed  him,  more  especially 
as  be  was  disposed  to  change  his  mode  of  action. 


Mr.  HARALSON  asked  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  to  permit  him  to  make  an  inquiry 
of  him.  He  was  desirous  tb  do  nn,  that  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  miglit  do  justice  to 
the  whole  subject.  He  desired  to  ask  who  it  was 
froiH  the  South  that  had  abstained  from  the  sup- 
port of  the  23d  rule?  And  what  members  from 
the  South  were  ready  to  abolish  that  rule,  except 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Cumo- 
MAN,]  and  perhaps  one  or  two  from  Kentucky? 

Mr.  Bl  DL  ACtC  said  he  would  answer  the  gen- 
tleman. Whena  motion  was  made — and  no  longer 
ago  than  the  day  before  yesterday — to  lay  this 
subject  on  the  table,  (and  if  they  had  done  so  he 
thosght  he  was  (iorrect  in  saying  that  the  Plnuse 
would  have 'continued  to  act  under  the  rules  as 
amended  at  the  commencement  of  the  present 
Cimgress,  with  which  he  was  disposed  to  think 
they  would  have  got  olong  very  well;at  all  events, 
he  should  have  been  content  to  abide  by  them; 
and  Uiese  rules  contained  the  restrictive  rule,) 
some  southern  gentlemen  were  in  the  majority, 
and  h«  was  in  tlic  minority. 

Mr  HARALSON  was  proceeding  to  make 
some  observation;  when 

Mr.  RIDLACK  remorked  that  he  hod  but  five 
minutes  of  his  lime  remaining,  and  lie  hoped  the 
gintleman  from  Georgia  would  allow  him  to  oc- 
cupy it. 
>      Mr.  IHRALSON  said  he  would  only  remark 
that  the  question  op  laying  on  ilie  table  was  very 
diflFi'reiit  from  a  ntcinding  of  the^riile. 
I      Mr.  BIDLACK  said  if  the  »piiileman  from 
Georgia  was  disposed  to  establisTi  the  restrictive 
rul>',  it  could  have  been  doiieby  laying  this  whole 
'  sul'joct  on  the  table.     By  pursuing  that  dnirsc, 
the   restrictive   rule  would   have   been   rcistub- 
lished. 

Mr.  BLACK,  of  Georgia.  Wifl  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  permit  me  to  say  why  t  did 
not  vole  to  lay  on  the  table  ?  I  am  ready  to  give 
my  rrosons. 

'Mr.  BIDLACK.    The  gentleman  will  have  an 
;  opporiuniiv  h<-reaft.>r. 

Mr.  BL  ACIC,  of  Georgia.  I  do  not  know  ihat 
I  shall,  i  think  I  can  give  a  reason  that  will  go 
home  to  the  genil^inan.  , 

Mr.  BIDLACK  was  unwilling  lo  s.iirificf  his 
short  remaining  lime;  and  proo^ided  to  say  ihat 
they  cnme  lo  ihe  posiiion,  whiii.sbnuld  be  dono.' 
He  said  again,  you  send  it  lo  ili<-  cninmitire,  as 
prnp»»sed  by  the  gi-nlleinan  fnim  Virginia,  [\lr. 
DRO.MGOOLe,]  with  the  insiruriioiis  proposrd  by 
the  gvnileman  from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Black.]  He 
then  made  some  remarks  which  were  siisijestid 
by  the  celcbinti-d  Pinckiiey  report,  and  ."poke 
until  the  rxpiraiion  of  his  hour;  tut  he  wits  very 
ihdiatinrllv  h">ird  at  the  reporter's  deck. 

Mr.  REL.SER  rose  to  address  the  House  on  a 
quiHiiion  v/liich,  as  lie  eoiicoivcd,  whs  one  of  the 
most  important  that  had  been  submitted  to  the 
•eonsiiierniion  of  ti.is  Congress,  lie  triisi<'d  he 
should  bl-  able  in  discuss  ii  deliberately  and  care- 
fully, mid  with  a  view  to  the  great  interests  that 
were  involvi-d  in  that  issue;  for,  he  rep  ated,  it 
was,  in  his  opinion,  the  most  important  qiusiion 
that  had  ever  a;iiatcd  this  Hall;  and  upon  its  re- 
sult must  depend  the  weal  or  woe  of  this  country. 
He  wiflted,  then,  before  he  proceeded  lo  discuss 
it,  to  slate  tlie  question  precisely  ns  he  underslooji 
it,  in  order  that  he  might  take  a  correct  view  of 
the  matter;  for  in  matters  of  this  importance,  no 
man  eould  speak  properly  unless  he  understood 
the  question  correctly.  He  understood,  then,  that 
the  select  committee  on  the  rules  of  this  House 
had  introduced  a  n^port,  from  which  the  rule  waS  '. 
omilled  on  iliesulijectorubolliion  petitions,  which 
was  heretofore  called  the  Slsl  rule.  Hu  under- 
Hood,  also,  that  there  was  a  proposition  mode  by 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Dbomooole] 
to  recommit  that  report  back  to  the  committee, 
in  order  that  a  more  full  attendance  of  the  com- 
mittee might  be  had,  and  another  report  be 
made.  The  gentleman  from  Georgia  [Mr.  Black] 
had  gone  one  step  further,  and  proposed  to  in- 
struct the  eominittee.  Now,  that  was  just  ex- 
actly what  he  wanted  him  to  do;  and  to  gentle- 
men who  talked  about  economizing  the  time  of  ' 
the  House,  he  would  say  that  there  was  not  one 
member  on  this  floor  that  was  not  n«w  as  well 
prepared  to  vole  on  this  vitally  interesting  and 
important  question  as  he  would  be  wljen  they  I 
<  hao  got  a  report  from  the  commutec.  The  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina,  [Mr  Clinguan,] 


in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  which  he  made  a 
few  days  ago,  seemed  to  be  of  opinion  that  the 
correct  course  for  the  South  lo  pursue  was  to  re- 
ceive these  petitions,  and  to  do  nothing  more  with 
them.  Why,  this  House  had  already  attempted 
it,  and,  in  every  manner,  shape,  and  form  it  had 
attempted  to  get  rid  of  it  for  years  past;  and  the 
course  which  the  gentleman  suggested  would  bo 
but  to  go  back  tp  that  remedy  which  hod  been 
tried,  and  found  to  fail.  Now,  he  would  tell  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  that, 
in  his  opinion,  there  was  but  one  plain' course  tu 
be  pursued;  and,  osasouthern  Representative  on 
this  door,  the  question  with  biin  was,  rule  or  no 
rule.  That  a-as  his  doctrine  on  this  subject.  If 
they  could  not  have  constitutional  guarantees — if 
it  was  once  admitted  that  these  petitioners  had  the 
right  to  come  here,  (and  if  they  had  the  right  to 
bring  their  petitions  into  this  Hall,  they  hail  the 
right  lo  have  them  debated,  discussetl,  and  re- 
fern-d  lo  a  committee,)  he  would  say,  let  us  have 
no  rulfs.  Did  gcntlenirn  suppose  that  Abolition- 
ists would  be  content  with  having  their  petitions 
brought  into  this  House  and  laid  upon  the  table? 
No;  whenever  they  could  thus  triumph,  tbey 
would  next  insist  upon  debate  on  this  floor  on 
these  petitions,  and  a  reference  of  them  to  a  com- 
mittee; and, step  by  step,  tlicy  of  the  South  would 
be  driven,  like  mariners  on  a  tempestuous  ocean 
without  either  chart  or  compass  to  direct  them. 
There  was  but  one  course  for  southern  gentlemen 
to  pursue  ini  this  question;  and  that  was,  "  rule 
or  no  rule;"  for,  from  the  moment  they  sitrren- 
den-d  tu  these  people  the  right  to  come  here  witli 
their  petitions,  from  that  moment  they  could  place 
no  liinilatinn  on  their  acts. 

He  coiitrnded  before  tliis  House,  and  he  waa 
satisfied  he  should  be  able  loshow  by  authorities 
which  could  not  be  controverted  on  this  floor — 
by  Enshsh  and  American  authorities — that  this 
thing  called  the  ri'ht  ot  petition,  which  gentle- 
m''ii  held  so  sacred,  existed  alone  in  tlieir  owa 
imaginations.  That  they  luiglit  properly  arrive 
at  correct  conclusions  on  ihi»  question,  they  must 
go  bnrk  to  that  period  when  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  wus  formed;  they  must  look  at 
things  as  tliry  lh<'ii  stood;  they  must  look  at  tlia 
iniMcliirt',  and  they  must  look  at  the  remedy  pro- 
vided fur  it.  He  would  here  read  to  th«  com- 
mittee a  clause  of  the  Constitution  oa  it  now 
stood,  being  ailicle  one  of  the  ainviHlmonts  to 
that  iiistruiiieni: 

^'  Cimsre*.*  »li«U  mnltft  no  law  resperUnt  aa  rauiMblk- 
nii-ul  of  rfliijiiii),  or  |*rolnl»ilMiff  tile  frne.  exerviM  Uierenf, 
ur:tltriit:;iiie  tlic  I'rL-filatn  iif  yih-fcli  or  nf  tllu  preHy  ;  or  tiio 
hslii  of  tlu*  |>L*oplt>  itfuci-ably  lo  iiftfciiiltl*',  niiil  tu  |ietitioii 
Ihe  ttoveriiiiieiii  hira  reilrex*  of  frievai»c«i." 

Now,  how  came  this  clause  lo  be  inserted  in 
tb<'  Constitution?  was.  the  first  nbjert  of  inquiry 
lo' which  ihi'  attention  of  the  House  should  be 
dirrcti'd.  Why,  .Mr.  Story  (an  authority  which 
he  tlinuflit  would  be  deemed  sullicieMt  by  every 
man  on  that  floor)  said  this  provisiun  was  proba- 
bly derivoil  from  the  declaration  of  rights  in  Eng- 
land in  I6S9. 

[Mr.  B.  here  read  an  extract  from  an  ahriilg- 
ment  of  Story's  Commentaries  on  the  Constitu- 
tion, page  707,  which  we  intended  to  have  pub- 
lished from  the  work  itself;  but  were  unable  to 
procure  either  the  book  or  the  extract.] 

He  would  go  back  to  English  history;  for  he 
wished  to  bring  the  attention  of  the  House  lo  Ihe 
enuses  which  induced  the  framera  of  the  Coiiali- 
tulion  lo  introduce  such  a  provision  into  that  in- 
strument. H{  intended  to  show,  before  he  sat 
down,  that  even  in  England,  long  after  the  bin  of 
rights  was  established  in  that  country,  they  had 
rejected  petitions.  And  he  intended  also  to  show 
examples  on  the  part  of  Ihe  other  branch  of  this 
Legislature,  lo  the  same  effect— one  case  in  par- 
ticular, where,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Jay  himself,  a 
petition  in  regard  to  removals  from  office  was 
rejected. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
hod' yesterday  enumerated  *me  of  the  cases 
which  gave  rise  lo  that  particular  clause  in  the 
Constitution.  The  gentleman  hod  gone  bock  to 
English  history,  and  read  from  Hawkins's  Pleas 
of  the  Crown,  in  regard  to  the  riot  act,  and  cited 
case  after  case,  and  precedent  after  precedent, 
in  order  to  fortify  the  position  he  had  assumed 
before  their  honorable  body.  The  riot  act,  of 
which  the  gentleman  spoke,  existed  at  the  time 
of  the  American  Revolution,  and  hundreds  had 
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AUo,  (he  petition  at  Levy  Johnaun,  or  llcndricki  county, 
liiiMiiDa,  for  a  pcixinn  ;  nrhirli  wu  read  itiid  rererrcd  lo  the 
Cotnmiltne  on  Inmlid  Pensions. 

By  Mr.  IIARPEK:  Tim  petiiinn  of  John  Wallace  and 
forty-niiie  otbcri,  ciiizens  of  Muakinguin  county,  Ohio, 
praying  an  mnundinRnt  of  (lie  Constitution  of  the  ('nited 
ptHteb;  which  was  rcfi'rred  to  the  committee  heretofore 
oppoinled  on  (lint  r'jhject. 

By  Mr.  JOHN80N.  ol' Ohio: The  petition  ofMrs.  Fian- 
ces D.  Gill!  and  eighty  other  Indiei  of  McCounelsville, 
Ohio,  praying  for  a  revision  of  tiie  post  office  lawi«. 

Also,  the  petition  of  John  Jest  and  one  hundred  and  eigh- 
ly-ive  other  citizens,  all  of  Washington  county,  Ohio,  pray- 
ing for  a  reduction  of  the  rate*  ol  poiiagc,  and  thai  the  Irank- 
iiw  privilege  be  abf>li«ht:d. 

By  Mr.  FK'KLIN  :  The  proceedings  ofn  public  meeting 
held  at  Lawrencevillc,  Illinois,  on  the  subject  ofgrannTig  a 
portion  of  the  nnmild  lands  In  the  Wabash  valley  for  the 
linproveiueut  of  the  navigntiim  of  the  Waba>h  river  from 
Terre  Uaute  (tlic  lenninus  of  the  Wabib<h  nud  Eric  canal) 
to  the  Olitn  river ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  RiMds  and  (>annls. 

Alio,  Uie  peiitiim  of  Augatin*  C.  French  and  (wo  hun- 
dred and  one  otiiers,  ciiixeus  of  Crawford  county,  llUuois, 
in  regard  to  tlie  same  nhJL'ci ;  which  was  referred  to  Uie 
Committee  nti  Roads  and  Cnimls. 

By  Mr.  KING,  of  New  York  !  The  petiiinn  of  inhabit- 
•nia  of  St.  Lawrence  county.  New  York,  for  a  law  to  abol- 
isli  tlie  franking  privilege,  and  reduce  tin:  nuts  of  postage. 

By  Mr.  OWEN  :  'I'lie  ineinoriul  of  Williiini  8.  Uarpole 
and  one  linndrcd  and  one  others,  citisens  of  Indiana,  pray- 
ing an  appropriation  of  lands  to  complete  ilie  Central  canal 
to  Evansville. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  George  H.  Evans,acitiacnof  New 
Jersey,  praying  that  a  portion  of  the  Oregon  Territory  be 
laid  out  in  small  fkruis,  to  be  granted  to  settlers,  with  a 
right  to  uae  the  same,  and  to  will  to  any  one  not  possessed 
o<  other  landa. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  P.  Roche  and  fortycight  others, 
citizens  of  Indinn.i,  praying  an  appropriation  of  lands  to 
improve  the  Wabash  river. 

By  Mr.  STILEd :  The  petition  of  Uie  Chamber  nfCom- 
nereeond  Comuiissiouers  of  Pilotage  of  the  city  of  Savan- 
nah, praying  Congress  for  the  establishment  or  lights  and 
beacons  in  tlie  Savannah  river. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Satoroat,  January  13,  1844. 

Mr.GIDDINGS  rose  toaquetlion  nrprivilege. 
He  mill  be  wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  itii  article  published  by  an  officer  of  this 
House  in  the  Olobe  of  last  evening.  He  would 
■end  it  to  the  Clerk,  that  it  might  be  read. 
'  Mr.  HOLMES  rose  to  a  question  of  order.  He 
wished  to  ask  whether  every,  or  any  remark', 
made  by  any  or  every  editor  of  a  paper,  on  any 
or  every  gentleman  on  this  door,  individually  or 
eoltectivery,  would  give  gentlemen  this  privilege 
aa  a  rightr 

The  SPEAKER  was  understood  tn  say  that  it 
was  not  a  right;  but  it  had  been  the  practice  of 
the  House  to  extend  this  privilege  to  gentlemen 
as  a  courtesy. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  objected  to  the  eentleman 
from  Ohio  being  allowed  to  go  on  witTi  any  ex- 
planation of  what  occurred  in  other  parts  of  this 
country;  but  if.it  were  an  explanatinn  of  what 
had  been  done  in  this  House,  he  should  have  no 
objection. 

.  Mr.GIDDINQS  said  the  report.and  thearticle 
to  which  he  wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House,  were  in  relation  to  what  had  transpired 
on  this  floor  with  respect  to  one  of  the  Represent- 
atives of  the  j>eople  in  his  representative  capacity. 
They  came  from  an  officer  of  this  House,  assail- 
ing a  member  of  this  House;  and  on  that  distinct 
ground  lie  claimed  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
the  article. 

Mr.  GILMER  wished  to  make  an  inquiry  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  which  might  determine 
him  whether  he  should  object  or  nut.  He  did  not 
know  what  privitegi:  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
nbw  referred  to;  but  before  he  ahbuld  be  willing 
to  extend  to  that  gentleman  the  courtesy  which 
be  requested  he  would  ask  him  respectfully 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  The  gentleman  misunder- 
■tands  me.    I  claim  it  as  a  right. 

Mr.  GILMER  knew  not  in  what  language  the 
claim  was  made,  but  It  was  for  the  House  to  de- 
termine whether  it  should  be  granted.  He  re- 
quested the  gentleman  from  Ohio  to  explain  lo 
him  and  to  the  H«use — for  he  was  but  an  indi- 
Tidual  member  of  the  Houae — whether,  on  iu 
presentation  to  the  House,  be  explained  the  pur- 
port of  the  petition  which  had  been  referred  to 
the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  and 
by  that  committee  unanimously  returned  to  the 
House  with  a  request  that  it  should  be  returned 
to  the  member  from  Ohio?  all  of  which  seemed 
o  him  distinctly  to  intimate  (for  be  understood 
it  was  a  unanimous  expression  of  the  committee) 


that  the  member  from  Ohio  had  wjllfully  violated 
one  of  the  rules  of  the  House,  which  prescribed 
the  duty  of  members  of  this  House  on  presenting 
petitions.  Whatever  might  be  any  man's  opin- 
ion of  the  propriety  of  the  rule,  it  seemed  to  nyn 
that  the  rule  required  every  man,  on  his  h(Nior, 
to  state  correctly,  and  not  to  misrepresent,  the 
contents  of  the  petitions  which  he  presented;  and 
he  desired  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  tn  give  such 
an  cxplanntlon  aa  would  satisfy  the  House. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  said,  it  was  with  great  pleas- 
ure he  rose  tn  explain;  and  he  would  state  to  the 
gentleman  who  had  brought  that  subject  before 
the  House,  that,  when  he  presented  that  petition 
he  did  state,  in  distinct  terms,  that  the  body  of 
the  petition  was  intended  to  assail  the  institution 
of  slavery  in  this  District,  Those  were  the  very 
words  he  used  on  that  occasion;  and  he  now 
called  on  the  reporters  to  take  iioti.:c  of  the  lan- 
guage he  used,  and  which  he  now  repeated,  be- 
fore this  House  and  the  country,  that  the  J>ody 
of  tlie  (ictition  was  evidently  intended  to  assail 
slavery  in  this  District,  but  that  it  prayed  for  a 
revision  and  repeal  of  laws  in  this  District.  With 
such  a  statement  he  sent  it  to  the  Chair.  There 
were  gentlemen  on  this  floor  who  heard  what  he 
said,  and  he  called  on  the  gentleman  who  repre- 
sented titc  petitioners  on  this  floor  to  state  whether 
he  had  not  given  the  facts  aa  they  occurred.  He 
called  upon  the  gentleman  from  Niagara  county, 
[Mr.  Hunt,  of  New  York,  ^o  was  not  in  his 
seat.]  It  appeared  that  gentlAian  was  not  in  his 
seat;  but  he  would  say  that  that  gentleman  (Mr. 
Hunt]  rose  in  his  place  at  the  tiiiie  the  petition 
was  r«turned,'and  then  endeavored  to  make  his 
statement;  but  gentlemen  would  not  hear  him. 
He  made  that  statement  himself,  and  he  was  in 
hopes  he  should  have  been  reported  in  full  by 
the  papers  of  the  District.  He  cast  no  imputa- 
tion upon  the  rej>ortcrs;  for  he  would  say  that 
whenever  he  attempted  to  speak  on  this  floor, 
it  was  in  the  power  of  gentlemen  to  muke  so 
much  confusion  that  his  voice  coulJ  not  be  heard. 
He  repeated  that  he  did  mnkc  this  statement;  and 
in  reply  to  a  gentleman  from  Alabama,  [Mr. 
Patne,]  and  another  gentleman  from  Tennessee, 
[Mr.  C.  JoBNSoN,}  he  restated  it  distinctly,  two 
separate  times.  He  hoped  this  statement  would 
be  satisfactory  to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
[Mr.  Gilmer,]  and  to  the  country;  and  if  that 
point  were  dispo'sed  of,  he  would  now  claim  the 
privilege  which  had  been  claimed  by  others,  from 
the  organization  of  this  Government  down  to  the 
present  day,  when  they  were  assailed. 

Objections  were  made  in  various  parts  ot  the 
House. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  said  he  should  object  to  any 
member  having  the  privilege  to  bring  any  news- 
paper comments  before  this  House,  unless  the 
gentleman  would  say  that  it  impeached  his  honor 
in  some  way;  under  audi  circumstances  he  would 
not  object  to  an  explanation.  If  any  gentleman, 
had  been  erroneously  or  improperly  reported  by 
the  reporters  of  either  of  the  papers,  he  would  not 
object  to  any  explanation ;  but  he  protested  against 
the  custom  growing  up  here,  of  members  bring- 
ing into  this  House  commtnta  on  speeches  which 
may  have  been  made  before  the  constituents  of 
members,  whether  in  Ohio,  New  York,  or  else- 
where. 

'The  SPEAKER  sold,  objections  had  been 
made;  and  the  Chair  did  not  regard  this  as  a  priv- 
ilege, but,  ns  an  act  of  courtesy,  it  might  be  ex- 
tended tn  the  gentleman  from  Ohio;  suc|i  had  bean 
the  custom  of  the  House  hitherto;  but  the  gentle- 
mmi  from  Ohio  might  accomplish  his  object  by  a 
■uspensinn  of  the  rules. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  said  he  would  explain,  in  re- 
pl^  to  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi,  that  this 
article  did  not  only  impeach  his  honor,  but  his 
integrity. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  asked  if  he  was  to  under- 
stand  that  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  wished  to  ex- 
plain a  matter  which  had  occurred  in  his  own 
district,  in  Ohio,  and  not  in  this  House?  If  so, 
the  gentleman  should  explain  it  through  the  pa- 
pers, and  not  in  this  House. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  said,  as  it  appeared  to  be  ne- 
cessary, he  would  submit  a  motion  to  the  House, 
that  his  cglleague  [Mr.  Giddimgs]  have  permis- 
sion to  proceed  with  his  explanation.  [Objections 
were  made.]  Then  he  would  move  a  suspension 
of  the  rule  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  PA  YNf  wisheil  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 


to  answer  the  interrogatory  of  the  gentleman  from 
Mississippi.  •* 

The  SPEAKER  made  some  remark,  which 
was  inaudible  amidst  the  confusion  that  pre- 
vailed. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  inquired  if  be  understood 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  lo  say  that  he  had  ob- 
jected to  the  petition  at  the  time  it  was  presented? 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  said  he  had  merely  explained 
that  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  was  one  of 
those  who  at  that  time  called  for  explanation. 

Mr.  a  JOHNSON  remarked  that  he  had  un- 
derstood ihe  gentleman  from  Ohio  otherwise. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  further  explained  that  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  called  oo  the  Choir 
to  know  if  the  contents  of  the  pelitionhsd  been 
stated  to  the  House  at  tha  lime  it  was  presented: 
that  interrogatory  was  put  to  the  Chair,  and  was 
answered  by  himself. 

Mr.  C  JOHNSON  said  his  impression  was, 
that  when  that  petition  was  presented,  he  object- 
ed to  it,andAhen  an  explanation  was  made,  which 
was  satisfactory  to  him;  but  he  now  desired  to 
know  if  the  Speaker  himself  understood  the  na- 
ture of  the  petition  ?  and  if  so,  why  he  permitted 
such  a  paper  to  be  received  by  the  Houae? 

Mr.  McDowell  inquired  if  this  debate  wu 
in  order? 

The  SPEAKERentered  into  some  explaoation, 
which  was  not  distinctlr  heard. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  saitl  he  did  not  censure  any 
man  for  not  hearing  him  in  tliis  Hall,  the  confu- 
sion was  so  universal  when  he  attempted  to  pre- 
sent petitions  there.  All  he  could  do,  was  to  say 
that  he  spoke  at  tliotop  of  his  voice;  he  spoke  aa 
loud  as  he  could  conveniently,  and  then  he  felt 
that  his  duty  was  discharged.  He  did  so  on  the 
occasion  referted  to;  and  he  should  continue  to  da 
his  duty. 

The  SPEAKER  was  putting  the  question  on 
the  mniion  lo  suspend  the  rules,  when 

Mr.  SCH  ENGK  inquired  if  it  was  necessary  to 
make  a  motion  to  sus|>end  the  rules  ? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  it  was  ncsessary, 
as  objections  had  been  made. 

Mr.  GILMER  said,  to  do  justice  lo  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio,  he  would  Wuke  the  inquiry,  if  it 
WHS  so  difiicult  for  that  gentleman  to  be  heard  by 
the  House,  if  there  was  a  single  tnember  on  that 
floor  that  would  rise  and  say  that  he  iieard  him  ? 

Al  this  period  the  Speaker  was  informing  the 
House  that  this  debate  was  all  out  of  order,  and 
several  gentlemen  were  addressing  the  House, 
while  others  wereottempiing  to  gain  ihefloor,aail 
much  confusion  prevailed. 

Mr.  DEAN  and  Mr.  SCHENCK  both  made 
observations  that  were  inaudittle  at  the  reporter's 
desk. 

Mrv  GILMER  again  asked  if  there  was  any 
gentleman  that  would  rise  in  his  seat  and  say  M 
heard  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  stale  the  conteois 
of  the  peiiiion? 

Mr.  DEAN  said  he  was  standing  by  the  mem- 
ber from  Ohio  when  he  presented  the  petition 

The  SPEAKER  informed  the  gentleman  that 
it  was  not  in  order  to  debate  this  question. 

rCricsof  "Hear  him!"! 

Mr.  DEAN  said  he  merely  intended  to  say  that 
he  was  standing  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
when  be  presented  the  petition,  and  he  distinctly 
understood  him  to^ay  that  the  body  of  the  peu- 
lion  referred  lo  the  abolition  of  slavery.  He  was 
■truck  with  the  fact  at  the  time;  but  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  was  further  understood  to  say 
tliat  the  prayw  of  the  petition  was  for  an  ame- 
j  lioralion  of  the  condition  of  the  slavea,  or  for  a 
revision  of  the  laws  of  this  District. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  would  make  an  inquiry,  with 
the  permiasiun  of  ihs  Chair,  His  motion  (that 
his  colleague  have  leave  to  proceed)  waa  not  ob- 
jected to;  and  he  would  inquire  whether,  under 
these  circumstances,  a  suspensioii  of  the  rules 
was  necessary? 

The  SPEAKER  said  a  question  of  order  had 
been  first  raised. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  wished  lo  call,  for  the  in- 
formation of  the  House- 

The  SPEAKER  intimated  that  the  genUenun 
was  not  in  order. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  said  he  had  made  the  ob- 
jection, and,  if  he  withdrew  it,  there  would  exist 
no  necessity  lo  put  the  motion  for  the  suspension 
of  the  rules;  and,  if  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
would  aiate  tliat  bis  explanation  bad  tefereace  to 
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been  maimed  and  murdered  at  that  time  under 
the  aanctioD  of  that  rerjr  act;  and  it  waa  thii 
fiict  which  induced  the  rramen  oC  the  Constitu- 
tion to  incorporate  the  clauie  reapecting  the  right 
of  petition,  which  has  been  ao  greatly  miaunder- 
atood  by  gentlemen  on  that  floor.  Mr.  B.  vent 
on  to  show  that,  after  the  bill  of  rights  was  grant- 
ed to  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain ,  it  was  a  com- 
mon practice  to  reject  petitions;  and  that,  as  late 
aa  1706,  there  was  a  rule  to  this  effect: 

"  Tbal  tbi«  HoqM  wUl  raceire  no  petitoa  tot  anjr  mat  of 
monejr  relsiiiif  lo  pablie  service  bat  what  Utecoauaended 
finm  the  Ciowa." 

Our  foreftitbera,  when  they  incorporated  this 
proTision,  intended  to  remeov  the  evils  which 
they  foresaw  from  the  lights  of  experience.  They 
intended  not  to  allow  the  people  of  this  country 
to  place  upon  the  table  of  this  House  whatever 
petitions  they  might  please,  and  have  the  House 
act  upon  them;  Mit  they  intended  to  keep  them 
from  the  pains  and  penalties  of  the  law.  That  was 
what  they  intended.  This  House,  he  thought, 
could  not  make  for  itselfa  law  upon  this  matter. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  that  the  morning 
hour  had  expired. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  moved  that  the  House  eo 
into' Committee  of  the  Whole;  but  withdrew  the 
motion  to  allow  the  introduction  of  the  following 
bill: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  W.  Allen  and  Reu- 
ben Allen,  introduced  by  Mr.  SAMPLE, and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

KirBRERCB  OF  PRESIDENT'S  HESSAGE. 

Mr.  C.JOHNSON  moved  that  the  message  be 
taken  out  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-mor- 
row at  two  o'clock,  fbr  the  purpose  of  Toting 
upon  the  various  propositions  to  refer;  and  for 
this  purpose  he  also  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
mlrs. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  J.  R, 
INOER80LL  and  SEYMOUR. 

Mr.  ADAMS  inquired  whether  it  was  not  in 
the  power  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  make 
•  report  in  reference  to  those  motions  on  which 
the^  were  agreed,  leaving  those  which  were  un- 
decided to  be  discussed.' 

The  SPEAKER  was  of  opinion  that  the  com- 
mittee might  report  in  part. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  hoped,  then,  the  gentle- 
roan  from  Tennessee  would  withdraw  his  motion 
to  take  the  subject  out  of  committee. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  said  he  would  Uke  great 
pleasure  in  complying  with  the  gentleman's  wish, 
if  he  could  see  any  good  which  would  result  from 
a  further  discussion  at  this  time,  because  any  one 
of  the  subjects  contained  in  the  message  would 
necessarily  come  up  again,  and  be  again  debated. 

Upon  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rules,  the  yeas 
and  nays  were  ordered;  and  being  taken,  resulted 
— yeas  92,  nays  75. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  STEENROD,  the  House  re- 
solved itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Winthrop  in  the 
chair,)  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject of  the  reference  of  the  President's  message; 
tb«  question  before  the  House  being  on  the  reso- 
lution to  refer  the  subject  of  the  improvement  of 
the  western  waters  to  a  select  committee. 

Bdr.  TILDEN  observed  that  his  object  in  ris- 
ing was  not  to  enter  into  the  wide  field  of  discus- 
sion whieh  some  gentlemen  had  been  indulging 
themselves  in,  but  to  submit  a  few  remarks  on  the 
•imple  question  of  reference;  more  for  the  pur- 
pose of  explaining  the  vote  he  should  give,  than 
'of  replying  to  the  remarks  of  others.  He  could 
not  agree  that  the  western  members  were  unkn- 
irooos  in  support  of  the  resolution  of  the  gentle- 
anan  from  Kentucky.  He,  for  one,  could  not  give 
it  his  support.  He  could  see  no  good  reason  in 
giving  the  subject  the  direction  that  resolution 
proposed,  in  submitting  it  to  a  select  committee; 
nor  did  the  facts,  which  gentlemen  who  were  in 
fliTor  of  it  relied  on  in  support  of  the  resolution, 
■atiafy  him  that  such  a  reference  would  tend  to 
the  promotion  of  western  interests  any  more  than 
the  adoption  of  the  original  resolution.  What 
urere  the  reasons  which  had  been  urged  in  sup- 
port of  the  resolution  ?  Every  topic  usually  dis- 
cussed in  congressional  debates  had  been  broui^ht 
into  discussion;  the  Army,  the  Navy,  the  Mili- 
tary Academy — the  comparative  commerce  of  the 
eastern  and  western  waters— all  these  had  been 
discussed;  but  be  did  not  recollect  to  have  heard 


a  single  reason  urged  to  show  that  it  was  either 
necessary  or  proper  to  refer  this  matter  to  a  Select 
committee,  instead  of  the  appropriate  standing 
committee  of  the  House,  unless  it  was  the  one 
offered  by  the  honorable  mover  yesterday,  viz.: 
that  sneh'a  reference  would  give  them  a  commit- 
tee more  intimately  acquainted  with  the  subject 
than  any  other  could  possibly  be.  He  would  con- 
cede that  his  western  friends  might  have  superior 
knowledge  of  the  facts  connected  with  the  sub- 
ject, but  then ,  again ,  it  required  no  great  labor  of 
investigation  to  get  at  all  the  details  necessary  to 
present  a  proper  report  to  the  House.  The  iacts 
were  few,  simple,  and  obvious,  and  could  be  col- 
lected by  any  one  of  the  committees  of  the  House. 
Why,  the  honorable  member  himself,  before  he 
resumed  his  seat,  gave  facts  enough  to  justify  sny 
committee  to  whom  this  subject  mi^ht  be  referred 
to  go  to  any  e:ftent  of  appropriations  for  the  im- 
portant objects  referred  to  in  this  part  of  the  Pres- 
ident's message  that  might  be  necessary  to  com- 
plete the  improvements  contemplated.  Moreover, 
It  was  not  to  be  presumed  that  that  gentleman 
alone  was  in  possession  of  all  the  information  on 
the  subject  necessary  for  the  action  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

There  were  other  gentlemen  in  the  House  who 
were  in  possession  of  important  and  interesting 
facu,  which  they  had  collected  with  great  care, 
in  reference  to  the  commerce  of  the  West,  the  ob- 
structions in  its  wu,and  the  means  of  removing 
them.  He  believed  that  the  navigation  of  our 
western  rivers,  and  harbors  of  our  western  lakes, 
had  been  much  neglected  by  Congress  for  some 
years  past,  and  that  there  was  a  pressing  neces- 
sity for  appropriations  for  their  protection  and 
^improvement;  but  he  did  not  believe  that  they 
would  now  suffer  from  any  want  of  knowledge  of 
facts  on  the  part  of  any  committee.  He,  there- 
fore, sincerely  hoped,  as  a  western  man,  that  this 
amendment  would  not  prevail.  He  hoped  that 
the  gentleman  who  submitted  it  Would  consent  lo 
withdraw  it,  and  let  the  subject  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce,  l>elieving  that  a  report 
from  one  of  the  standing  committees  would  have 
more  weight  than  one  from  a  select  committee  of 
members  whose  constituents  were  interested  in 
the  question.  The  gentlemen  on  the  former  com- 
mittee had  all  manifested  as  much  regard  for 
western  interests  as  any  western  men;  therefore, 
he  was  perfectly  willing  to  trust  the  subject  in 
their  hands,  fie  believed  that  a  majority  of  the 
members  there  regarded  the  improvement  of  the 
western  waters  as  an  important  part  of  the  na- 
tional policy;  and,  thougn  these  waters  had  hith- 
erto failed  to  command  that  attention  from  Con- 
gress that  they  deserved,  he  felt  assured  that  the 
time  had  now  arrived  when  they  would  no  longer 
be  neglected. 

He  hoped  the  question  would  not  assume  a  sec- 
tional shape  or  a  party  character;  for  it  could  re- 
sult in  no  good  to  the  people  of  the  West,  or  of 
any  other  part  of  this  Union.  It  was  a  national 
measure;  and  as  such  he  desired  that  it  should  be 
submitted  to  the  people.  He  was  understood  to 
say  that  he  would  not  ask  fora  special  committee, 
until  he  discovered  that  justice  could  not  other- 
wise be  done. 

Mr.  HUNT  looked  upon  the  interests  of  every 
portion  of  this  Union  aa  American  interests;  and 
as  such  he  was  interested  in  them,  and  would 
support  them.  He  professed  to  be  in  favor  of  a 
liberal  policy  in  relation  to  public  improvements; 
and  as  complaints  had  been  made  by  western  men 
that  the  West  had  been  ne|;lected ,  he  charged  that 
neglect  upon  the  last  Administration.  ?Ie  glanced 
at  the  position  which  had  been  taken  by  men  who 
had  preceded  him,  and  intimated  that  a  change  on 
this  subject  was  observable  from  the  doctrines 
entertained  during  the  administration  of  General 
Jackson.  For  his  own  part,  he  had  no  apprehen- 
sions that  the  people  of  this  country  would  be 
tempted  to  put  their  leading  interests  in  jeopardy. 
It  had  been  well  remarked  by  his  colleague,  on  a 
former  day,  that  the  western  States,  if  they  ex- 
pect to  find  a  market  for  their  surplus  produce, 
roust  look  for  a  home  market.  It  was  idle  to  look 
for  any  other. 

With  regard  to  the  reference  of  this  subject  to 
a  committee  representingthat  section  of  the  coun- 
try, and  more  immediately  interested,  he  could 
see  no  good  reason  for  making  such  a  reference, 
rather  than  referring  it  to  a  standing  committee. 

Mr.  OIODINGS  said  he  should  not  be  doing 


justice  to  his  own  feelings  if  he  did  not  express 
the  satisfaction  he  had  felt  in  listening  to  this  dis- 
cussion. He  had  listened  with  great  pleasure  to 
the  details  which  had  been  given  respecting  the 
various  interests  of  all  sections  of  the  union ;  and 
he  would  not  have  felt  it  incumbent  on  him  to  in- 
trude himself  upon  the  time  of  the  committee  bad 
he  not  been  desirous  that  the  lake  interest  should 
not  be  overlooked. 

Mr.  Q.  here  wentintoa  statement  of  thaamoant 
of  commerce  upon  the  lakes. 

Mr.  G.  took  a  view  of  the  tonnaee  of  Ohio, 
which  he  showed  to  be  greater,  in  I8ti,  than  that 
of  all  the  southern  States  put  together — for  the 
purpose  of  showing  the  importance  and  esteat 
of  the  commerce  on  the  western  waters,  and  the 
necessity  of  extending  to  it  adequate  protection. 
He  then  went  on  to  show  the  great  want  of  har- 
bors on  the  lakes,  and  the  vast  losses  annually 
in  consequence  of  that  want;  and,  referring  to  the 
large  amount  of  appropriations  for  harbors ,  break- 
waters, light-houses,  &c.,  in  the  East,  argued 
that  justice,  as  well  as  good  policy,  required  the 
Government  to  extend  the  same  favors  to  the 
West.  He  further  contended,  that  if  it  was  oon- 
stitutional  to  expend  the  public  money  for  the 
protection  of  commerce  on  the  Atlantic  sea-board^ 
It  was  equally  constitutional  to  make  appropria- 
tions for  the  protection  of  the  commeice  of  tbe 
lakes  and  the  western  rivers. 

They  wanted  no  fortifications  or  public  de*. 
fenses  in  Ohio,  for  the  people  of  that  Stale  were 
well  able  to  rep«l  any  foreign  invader,  but  their 
commerce  required  that  their  rivers  and  harbors 
should  be  improved. 

Mr.  JAMESON  next  obtained  the  floor;  but 
he  gave  way  to  a  motion  to  rise. 

It  was  suggested  that  the  committee,  on  rising, 
should  report  the  resolutions  which  had  been 
adopted  in  the  committee. 

This  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  committee  rose,  and  reported  in  part, 
and  reported  progress  qn  other  parts,  and  asked 
leave  to  sit  again. 

The  House  then  adopted  the  resolutions  which 
had  been  reported  from  tbe  committee. 

AMBRDMENT  OF  A  RULE. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
move  an  amendment  of  the  133d  rule,  so  as  to 
empower  a  majority  ef  the  House  to  suspend  the 
rules  for  the  purpose  of  going  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  also  to 
discharge  the  Committee  Of  the -Whole  On  ths 
state  of  the  Union  from  any  bill  whicU  it  might 
have  before  it. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

Th*  (blloiving  DoUcen  of  peUUons  pressated  K>-dsr>  were 
banded  lo  Uie  reportera  by  the  laeniMr*  prawBlina  Uiem : 

By  Mr.  PHCENIX :  Tbe  peUllon  of  John  8.  GUban,aak- 
inf  for  delay  ol'  all  sction,  and  l«  wilhbold  say  appmpris- 
Uoii  for  a  diy  .duck,  unUl  bis  plan  can  be  ewminM  by  com- 
petent iudfrt. 

By  Mr.  STEWART,  of  Connectieul :  The  petition  of 
Lenusrd  A.  DsKelt,  Lewis  Gilbert,  Ebenescr  Johnson, 
AmM  1  ownsend,  and  William  Whitney,  and  one  ttawuand 
ilirrit  buodrad  sod  Ally  gibers,  inhabimau  of  the  town  of 
N«w  Haven,  in  Canuqnieut,  pnying  s  reviaion  of  the  post 
nffice  Isws  in  ralaiioa  t»  the  franking  privilege,  and  reoue- 
tion  on  letter  postage,  fcc.;  which  was  nfened  to  tbe  Com- 
minee  on  the  PoM  OOce  and  Post  Reads. 

By  Mr.  DUNI.AP :  Tbe  petiUoo  of  cllisens  of  Poitlaad, 
Maine,  praying  ftir  indennity  for  apoliaaioiis  eMsmilMd  bjr 
Uk  French  GoveiDnenl  prior  la  tbe  year  1800 ;  which  was 
referred  lo  the  t^Hamiuee  on  Forsign  Affsiis. 

By  Mr.  COLLAMBR:  Tbe  peiiUoo  ef  FiSMto  Lynch 
and  otbeu,  prayiw  *  frant  of  land  in  Indiana,  to  open  tbe 
navigaUon  or  ezland  Uie  canal  to  the  moutb  of  ti>e  War 

By  Mr.  McCONNELL :  Tbe  memnrisl  ofJuhii  H.  GdUt- 
by,  praying  pension  snd  bounty  land  (br  urvicM  in  Uralait 
war,  nndsr  Oenaral  Jackson. 

AIM,  tbe  pedtion  ofU.  W.  Bailej-,  praying  reinuneralioa 
for  secTlaM,  and  pay  A>r  a  borM.  in  tbe  last  war. 
'  Bv  Mr.  RATHBUN:  Tbe  neUtion  of  tandrv  inhabitaats 
of  Cayuga  eo«u».  New  YarV,/ar  tlie  estaUUimeni  of  a 
mail  ruttte  from  Baldwinsville,  In  the  county  of  Onondaga, 
to  Woleoa,  In  tbe  oouaty  of  Wayne,  in  New  Tork  ;  which 
was  refened  to  Uie  Committee  on  Uie  Post  OOce  and  Post 
Rowls. 

By  Mr.  SAMPLE:  Tbe  memorial  of  William  fl.  Patter- 
son and  one  hundred  and  tweniysiz  otheis,  eitixeos  of 
SonUi  Bend,  In  Ibe  State  of  ladlaaa,  praying  Congress  at 
an  early  day  to  make  an  adequate  aad  salutble  appiopria- 
Uon  for  eontinulnt  tbe  consiruetton  of  the  harbor  at  Mich- 
igan City,  in  the  State  of  ladlaaa)  wUek  was  nfaned  u> 
tbe  Committee  on  Commerea. 

By  Mr.  WRIGHT,  of  Indiana:  Tbe  petition  of  Violet 

Calhoun,  of connty,  Indiana,  widow  of  John  Cal- 

boan,  deceased,  a  ravoluiinnaiy  pensioner,  for  a  pension ; 
which  was  read  and  referred  lo  tbe  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Pensions. 
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anything  which  had  occurred  in  this  House,  he 
would  withdraw  his  objection.  If  any  incorrect 
report  had  gone  out  from  this  House,  through 
the  papers,  ne  would  not  object  to  nn  explana- 
tion; ror,as  he  should  claim  the  right  himself,  he 
would  willingly  extend  it  to  every  other  member 
on  that  floor.  But  he  would  not  consent  that  any 
individual  should  occupy  the  time  of  the  House 
with  explanations  of  circumstances  which  had 
Vvnspired  out  of  it. 

Mr.  OIDDINOS  replied  that  what  he  had  said 
on  presenting  the  petition  was  not  reported.  He 
did  not  mean  to  assail  the  reporter*  of  this  House 
tot  that,  or  their  intentions;  but  in  connection 
with  that  want  of  a  report — with  the  suppression 
of  all  reports — he  was  attacked  by  a  writer  who 
not  only  assailed  him,  but  connected  him  with 
facts  that  had  never  transpired — which  he  wished 
now  to  explain. 

Objections  wene  aeain  made. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  desired,  with  the  permission 
of  the  House,  not  to  make  any  argument,  but  to 
■tate  what  he  understood  to  be  the  position  of 
things  in  relation  to  the  motion  which  he  had 
made. 

rCriet  of  "  No,  no,  no!"] 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  motion  before  the 
House  was  to  suspend  the  rales. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  was  again  attempting  to  ex- 
plain, but  was  informed  that  he  was  not  in  order. 

Mr.  WINTH  ROP  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  motion  to  suspend;  and  they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  wished  distinctly  to  know 
tefore  the  vote  was  taken,  what  explanation  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  wished  to  make.  Was  it 
that  be  might  go  into  a  general,  or  into  some 
particular  explanation .' 

The  SPEAKER  again  reminded  the  gentleman 
that  he  was  not  in  oitler. 

Mr.  BLACK,  who  was  not  in  his  seat  when 
the  motion  was  made,  inquired  what  explanation 
the  gentlenran  from  Ohio  desired  to  make.  If  the 
gentleman  desired  to  correct  any  misrepresenta- 
tion of  his  speech,  he  would  vote  in  favor  of  the 
suspension  of  the  rules;  otherwise  he  would  vote 
against  the  suspension. 

Mr.  QIDDINGS.    I  have  made  no  motion.  . 

Mr.  BLACK.  Of  coitrae,  then,  I  vote  in  the 
native. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  reported— yeas 
92.  nays  57;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Meairt.  Aduni,  Ashe,  Belaer,  Bidtock,  Jamei 
BIsek,  BIsekwell,  Jacob  BrinkerhoS;  BaAiiflao,  Ctmp- 
MI,Oan,  CwtoH,  Cauia,  CliUtoa,  Cllssmn,  Oraimon, 
Crass,  Culloia,  eanMt  Davin,  Bictiard  D.  Davi*,  Dean, 


Hvii,  wiiMvi,  ■KBiunicu,  noiuvi,  Hugo,  nuuovii,   nuavon, 

Waaliioston  Hani,  Jama*  B.  Hani,  Chariaa  1.  InKeraoIl, 
Joaepb  R.  lafenoll,  Jenki,  Parley  B.  Jobnioii,  Andrew 
Jotanaon,  Dajiiel  P.  Kins,  McCaiulen,  McDowt'll,  Mcll- 
vaine.Manh,  Edward  J.Morrlt, MorM, Moaelej,  Murpky, 
Nea,  Newton,  Parmenter,  Patteraoa,  Payne,  Peyton,  Phis- 
nii,  EHaba  B.  Potter,  Emerjr  D.  Potter,  Pnrdy,  Ramiey, 
Ohatlea  M.  Keed,  Bitter,  Bogera,  St.  John,  Senple,  Saun- 
darij  Schenek,  Senter,  Sererance,  TtKunaa  H.  Seymour, 
David  L.  Seymour,  Simona,  Stcphena,  Thoroaaaon,  Tib- 
batta,  Tilden,  Tyler,  Vance,  Vinton,  Wentworth,  White, 
Wllkins,  Winthrop,  WUIiam  Wright,  and  Joaepb  A. 
Wiiitat— 99. 

NAYS— Meaars.  Atkinsoo,  Benton,  Edward  J.  Black, 
Jamea  A.  Black,  Bower,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Milton  Brown, 
Bnrke,  Bart,  Caldwell,  Renben  Chapman,  Augaatua  A. 
Obapmaa,  Chappell,  Clinton,  Cobb,  Dana,  Daniel,  John 
W.  Davia,  Dawson,  Dellet,  Duncan,  Ficklln,  Fi«nch,  By- 
lani  Green,  Hamlin,  Henley,  Herrick,  Holmea,  Hopkins, 
Honsuo,  Hughes,  Cave  Jobnson,  Seotce  W.  Jones,  Preston 
Kinc,  Labranehe,  Lucas,  Lumpkin,  Maelay,  McClelland, 
McClemand,  Norrls,  Pratt,  David  8.  B«id,  Reding,  Relfe, 
Stanpson,  BMell, Thomas  Smith,  Robert  Smith,  Steenrod, 
Stiles,  Taylor,  Thorapsoa,  Weller,  Wbsston,  Woodward, 
aod  Yost— 57. 

Two  thirds  not  voting  in  the  affirmative,  the 
rules  were  not  suspended. 

AMENDMENT  OP  THE  JOURNAL. 

Mr.  OWEN  said  he  had  been  several  times 
endeavoring  to  obtain  the  floor  for  the  purpos*  of 
moving  an  amendment  to  the  Journal.  He  found 
it  there  stated  that  he  reported  House  bill  No.  10 
without  amendment;  when  he  reported  it  with 
several  amendmenu:  one  of  whicn  reduced  the 
appropriations  from  |I50,000  to  «75.000. 

The  eomelion  was  accordingly  mads. 
RCSOLVTIONS. 

Mr.  BIDLACK  presented  the  resolutions  of 
the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  instructing  the 
Senators  of  that  Slate,  and  requesting  its  Repre- 
sentatives, to  vote  for  the  passage  of  the  bill  re- 
funding General  Jackson's  fine. 


January  13. 


NOTICES  OP  BILLS. 

Mr.  HARDIN  gave  notice  of  a  motion  for 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  authorize  the  inhabit- 
anu  of  township  seventeen  north,  of  range  nine 
west,  of  the  third  principal  meridian,  in  Cass 
county,  Illinois,  to  exchange  their  present  school 
aaction. 

Mr.  SBMPLE  gave  notice  that  he  would,  to- 
morrow or  some  subsequent  day,  ask  leave  to  in- 
troduce a  bill  for  the  benetl  of  S.  White. 

Mr.  TIBBATTS  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on 
Monday  next  or  on  some  other  early  day,  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled 
"An  act  to  provide  for  the  better  security  of  the 
lives  of  passengers  on  board  of  vessels  propelled 
in  whole  or  in  part  by  steam,"  approved  July  7, 
1838. 

REPORTS  FROM  A  COM MiTTBX. 

Mr.  WILKINS,  ttom  the  Committee  on  the 
Jndieiary,  made  a  report  upon  the  petition  of 
William  Jones,  accompanied  by  a  bill  to  extend 
to  the  District  of  Columbia  the  provisions  of  an 
act  entitled  "An  act  respecting  fugitives  from  jus- 
tice, and  °  persons  escaping  from  the  service  of 
their  masters,"  approved  February  12, 1793,  and 
to  repeal  certain  laws. 

Mr.  WINTHROP  inquired  of  the  Chair  wheth- 
er this  bill  would  not  interfere  with  the  very  rules 
they  were  now  discussing;  whether  the  House 
could,  under  the  rule  which  they  were  now  de- 
bating, receive  thik  bill,  even  from  a  committee 
of  the  House  ? 

The  CHAIR  was  of  opinion  that  the  bill  might 
be  received. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WILKINS,  the  bill  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  present  a 
minority  report;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

BILL  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  CHAPMAN  introduced  a  bill  supplemental 
to  an  act  approved  June  38,  1838,  entitled  "  An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Jehu  Hollinsworth, of  Blount 
county,  Alabama." 

PERSONAL  EXPLANATION. 

Mr.  HUNT  rose  and  said  he  was  not  in  his 
pUce  when  the  motion  was  made  this  morning  to 
suspend  the  rules,  for  the  purpose  of  pernutting 
an  explanation  to  be  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio;  but  he  understood  that  the  gentleman  had 
called  upon  him  to  stats  hi*  recollection  of  what 
took  place  on  occasion  of  the  presentation  of  a 
certain  petition;  and  if  it  wera  the  pleasure  of  the 
House,  he  would  now  make  that  statement. 

The  SPEAKER  remarked  that  it  would  not  be 
in  order  at  this  time. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr.  J.  BRINKERHOFFoflfered  the  following 
resolution;  which,  being  objected  to,  was  not  re-v 
ceived: 

JtcM/Md,  That  th*  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  directed  to 
report  to  this  Uuuse  a  list  of  the  names  or  all  the  officers  of 
the  Navy  above  the  rank  ot  midshipman,  specifying  the 
grade,  age,  and  residence  of  each;  the  time  when  each 
oScer  respectively  waa  last  engaged  in  active  duty  under 
the  orders  of  the  Navy  Department ;  and,  when  the  absence 
from  acUvc  duty  in  any  case  exceeds  six  months,  prior  to 
the  first  day  of  the  present  month,  a  brief  statement  of  the 
reasons  which,  in  each  case  respectively,  have  governed 
the  nepartmeot  in  permitUng soeb  absence;  and  also  tita 
amount  of  pay  per  annum  ol^>fficefs  of  each  giade  respect- 
ively, not  en^ged  in  active  duty. 

Mr.  SAMPLE  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; wfiich  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

JUieiMd,  That  Uie  Committee  on  Indian  ASUrs  be  di- 
tectad  to  ascertain  and  report  to  the  House  whether  the 
claims  against  the  Pottawatomie  and  other  tribes  ofluillans, 
examined  by  William  B.  Mitchrll,  Esq.,  a  commissioner 
appointed  by  the  Secreuryof  War  in  I840,aacoallrm«d  by 
the  War  Dapanmeot,  can  be  liqsidated  on  any  other  prin- 
ciple than  Uiai  laM  down  by  the  late  Secretary ;  and  if  ao, 
whether  any,  and  what,  legislation  is  necessary. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DEAN,  the  following  reso- 
lution was  adopted: 

Ratlttd,  That  the  CommiltM  of  Elections  be  instracted 
to  iof  uire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  that  tbe 
alecuon  of  electors  for  President  and  Vice  President  of  the 
United  Slatei  shall  be  held  onone  and  the  aame  dky  through- 
out the  seveni  Staiea  of  the  Union. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HUGHES,  the  following  res- 
olution was  adopted: 

Rtnltud,  That  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  required  to 
inform  this  House — 
I.  How  many  establishments  of  a  national  chancier  are  j 


established  for  the  maoulhciare  of  hemp  Ibr  the  Navy, when 
eatabliataad,  and  what  the  annaol  cost. 

3.  WbaiislhS4uaatityofheii>pcaDsii>ied,andco(iage, 
or  canvaa,  or  other  manufacture  of  hemp,  manufactured 
at  each. 

3.  What  la  the  kind  of  hemp  used,  foreign  or  domettle, 
amt  what  the  coat  of  each  per  too  at  each  eamUishmeat. 

4.  What  exparimenu  or  iaquiriea  (if  any)  have  beea 
made  to  determine  Uie  relative  value  of  foreign  aod  domes- 
tic hemp,  and  what  the  result. 

i.  What  has  been  tbe  annual  quantity  of  cordage  mana- 
hctorad  or  pnrchaaed  for  the  Navy  within  tbe  Imi  Ov* 
years,  and  whether  mada  of  foreign  or  domesUc  hesap ;  ant 
also  the  quantity  of  canvas  required  for  the  Navy  witbim 
the  last  five  years;  bow  much  thereof  domestic  and  bow 
rnnch  of  foreign  mannfacture;  and  niao  be  reqairrd  to  io- 
fonn  the  House  whether  the  Joint  resolntion  of  the  Senate 
aod  Uouae  of  Bapresentailves,'  eaiabliahing  bemp  ogwieiea 
in  the  Statea  of  Kentucky  and  Miasouti,  for  ihe  purchase 
of  waier-roitcd  hemp  Ibr  Ihe  use  of  the  Navy,  approved 
February,  1843,  haa  been  eanied  into  eflkct  in  part  or  te 
whole:  if  tbe  former,  the  leaaoaafor  it;  and  that  be  also 
inform  Ibis  House  die  expenses  of  cultivating  bamp  ia  thia 
District  under  tile  direction  of  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Navy  t 
tbe  penoDs  employed,  and  tbe  price  paid.  And  also,  that 
Ike  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  required  In  inform  tbe 
House  what  has  been  Uie  annual  qaaniity  of  foraiga  bcnp.. 
cordage,  canvas.aud  caltou  begging,  for  the  last  five  yearn, 
distinguishing  the  tons,  yards,  or  pounds  of  each,  Ihe  value, 
and  fropi  whence  imported,  and  tbe  quantity  of  tboee  le- 
exponed. 

Mr.  PATTERSON  submitted  the  foHowing 
resolution;  which  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Jteisleal,  Tlial  the  Postmaster  General  be  directed  to  re- 
port lo  this  House  tlie  number  of  drop  and  free  letters  eaeli, 
received  at  all  tbe  poet  ofllces  in  the  United  Suies  forlbe 
last  twelve  months,  ending  at  the  iaisat  time  Uwi  b«  haa 
correct  returns ;  also,  aucii  oilier  informatioa  as  be  may  be 
in  poijessinn  nl',  If  any,  showing  the  quanUiy  of  mail  mat- 
ter ifansmitiod  through  other  channels ;  also,  the  naarect 
estimate  that  he  can  I'uniish  of  the  gross  amount  of  Oov- 
emnient  frankiag  in  all  its  branches,  exclusive  of  Ihe  Post 
Office  Department,  for  a  ssngle  year. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  submitted  the  foOo v- 
ing  resolution;  which  was  eonaidered  and  agreed 

tM 

Raol'ci.  That  the  Committee  on  Ihe  Judichirybe  in- 
structed to  inquire  Into  tbe  expediency  of  revising  the  crim- 
inal code  of  the  United  States,  and  of  consolidhling  tise 
same  into  a  single  sutute. 

Mr.  McDowell  submitted  the  following 
resolution;  which  was  considered  end  agreed  to: 

Resalvnl,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Po«t  Olllce  and 
Post  Roads  be,  and  the  sanw  are  hereby,  instructed  W  isi- 
quire  into  the  propriety  and  eipedi«Bcy  of  repostiag  a  hlM 
establishing  a  stage  mail  mule  from  Ripley,  (on  tbe  Obia 
river,)  in  Brown  counly,  Oliio,  to  CirclcviUe,  iu  Pickaway 
county,  Ohio,  through  tiie  intermediate  points  designated 
in  Uie  peiiiions  on  that  subject. 

Mr.  C.  M.  read  submitted  the  following  res- 
olution; which  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Raolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be  directed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reguhuing  the  appoint, 
mentx  and  promotion  of  tlie  commissioned  oOkeia  «f  Ibe 
United  Slates  revenue  marine,  and  providiug  for  their  con- 
firmation by  the  Senate,  and  establishing  court -maitiaL  . 

Mr.  BOSSIER  submitted  the  following  reaola- 
tion;  which  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Aesoired,  That  the  Committee  on  Roods  ami  Canals  be 
instructed  to  inquire  inio  tbe  rxpadieiiey  »f  •stabliahing 
and  constructing  a  national  road  from  Natchitoches  to  Fort 
Jesup,  thence  to  the  Sabine  river.  In  the  State  of  Louisi- 
ana. 

Mr.  HOLMES  offered  the  following  resolution ; 
which  was  agreed  to: 

Raalvtd,  That  the  SecreUry  of  the  Treasury  report  lo 
this  House  the  amount  of  moneys  received  from  Ihe  Gov- 
ernment of  Mexico  under  Ihe  treaty  of  tndeaiai»;  Ihe* 
amount  paid  for  transporting  the  said  rooneyaiotlw  Uiutad 
Slates ;  the  names  of  persons  to  wliom  coropensatioa  baa 
been  paid  ;  the  amount  of  moneys  transported  in  the  ves- 
sels of  the  United  Stales  Navy ;  and,  furtlier,  thai  bs  iafonn 
this  House  why  compansation  has  beca  lafaaed  la  Coat- 
mander  J.  D.  Knight,  for  bringing  oa  one  of  Ihe  inaullinaaia 
of  tbe  Mexican  indemnity. 

Mr.  SIMONS  offered  the  following  resolution; 
which  lies  over: 

Jlsss<s«d,  That  Iha  Secretary  of  Ihe  Navy  be  direetad  tn 
furnish  to  this  Hottse  a  tabular  siaiemcnl  of  tbe  saiariM  and 

Symenu  made  to  office's, avcrseeta,superioteiidenls,  and 
lorers,  designating  tbe  yearly,  monthly,  and  daily  salarlea 
or  wagfs  of  each ;  and  the  price  of  Job  work  in  the  seveial 
navy. yards  and  other  public  work*  pader  bis  Depsftaaat, 
during  Ibe  yeaia  1838, 1839, 1840, 1841.  IHO,  and  1843. 

REPORT  ON  THE  RULES. 

Mr.  ADAMS  called  for  the  orders  of  the  day, 
when 

The  SPEAKER  announced  that  the  first  busi- 
ness in  order  was  the  report  of  the  select  commit- 
tee on  the  rules,  the  question  being  on  the  recom- 
mitment moved  by  \lr.  Black. 

Mr.  BBLSER,  who  had  the  floor,  continued 
the  course  of  remarks  commenced  by  him  yester- 
day. He  observed  that  he  had  already  showed 
to  the  House,  that  previous  to  the  adoption  of 
the  English  bill  of  rights,  Parliament  had  resolved 
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that  it  would  receive  no  petitions  on  certain  sub- 
jects, and  that  there  were  manv  precedents  on 
which  petitions  had  been  refused  by  it.  He  also 
stated,  that  in  the  course  of  his  argument,  he  in- 
tended to  take  American  precedents,  and  show 
from  them,  as  be  had  conclusively  shown  from 
the  English,  that  it  was  the  established  practice 
to  reject  petitions.  The  first  case  to  which  he 
would  refer  in  this  country,  was  that  in  which  a  I 
petition  was  presented  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  i 
States  on  the  subjeel  of  the  removal  of  the  de-  ; 
posits;  upon  which  occasion, ^r.  Clay  objected 
to  its  reception.  The  question  being  put  upon  its 
reception,  the  vote  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
and  decided  in  the  negative.  He  would  not  take  ; 
up  the  time  of  the  House  by  reading  the  yeas  and 
nays;  it  was  sufficient  to  say  that  the  motion  not 
to  receive  the  petition  was  submitted  by  Mr. 
Clay,  which  ought  to  satisfy  a  number  of  mem- 
bers on  that  floor;  and  it  was  sufHcient  to  say, 
that  the  Senate  being  the  most  august  body  in  the 
world,  the  precedent  ought  to  be  satisfactory  to 
all.  He  would  also  refer  to  the  precedents  in  that 
House,  namely,  the  Pinckney  rule,  the  Atherton 
rule,  and  lastly,  the  Slsi  rule,  under  which  they 
had  been  acting  for  several  years  past,  and  which 
a  Democratic  majority  were  now  about  to  abol- 
ish. This  last  precedent  he  deemed  the  most  im- 
portant, and  one  that  should  govern  the  House; 
and,  in  support  of  that  view,  he  would  read  some 
pa.<i8ages  from  Storj  on  the  Constitution,  an  au- 
thority that  many  in  the  House  may  respect. 

[Mr.  B.  here  read  a  few  extracts  from  Judge 
Story  which  the  reporter  has  not  been  able  to 
obtain,  and  therefore  cannot  insert  in  the  present 
sketch.] 

Mr.  B.  continued  that  he  had  thus  brought  to 
the  notice  of  the  House,  English  precedents  pre- 
Tious  to  the  adoption  of  the  bill  of  rights,  and 
had  also  shown  standing  rules  in  the  Parliament 
of  that  Government  for  the  rejection  of  petitions. 
He  had  also  brought  precedents  from  the  Ameri- 
can Senate, and  also  from  this  House;  and  these, 
supported  by  the  authority  which  he  had  just 
read  from  Judge  Story,  must  be  conclusive  in  that 
body.    The  next  question  which  he  wished  to 
bring  to  the  notice  of  the  House  was,  what  was 
the  matter  contained  in  this  English  bill  of  ri|;ht8{ 
because  he  should  show  that  it  was  nearly  iden- 
tical with  that  in  the  amendment  to  the  Constitu- 
tion he  had  referred  to.    If  he  could  show  that 
the  passage  of  this  bill  of  rights  in  England  was 
to  secure  the  personal  rights  of  the  subject,  and 
could  trace  the  same  object  in  the  Constitution, 
he  could  also  show  that  they  had  the  same  ori- 
gin, viz:  grievances  which  it  was  imperatively 
necessary  to  redress.    One  of  the  grievances  set 
forth  in  the  former  was  in  these  words,  "  prose- 
cuting those  who  petition  the  King;"  and  tne  bill  ! 
declares  the  right  of  the  people  to  petition  the  ! 
King,  and  that  all  prosecutions  and  commitments  ' 
on  that  account  are  illegal.    The  object,  then,  of  i 
the  adoption  of  the  bill  of  rights,  was  to  protect ' 
the  subject  fr6m  commitment  and  prosecution,  I 
and  no  other;  and  if  gentlemen  would  take  the 
trouble  to  examine  the  proof,  they  would  find  ! 
that  there  was  not  a  solitary  loop  to  hang  a  doubt ' 
on.     It  was  not  the  right  of  petition,  as  claimed 
here,  that  occasioned  the  adoption  of  that  bill, 
but  it  was  to  prevent.the  people  from  being  pros- 
ecuted and  committed  for  petitioning;  and  this, 
be  contended ,  was  the  sole  ohjict  that  the  framers 
of  t^  Constitution  had  in  view. 

Im  language  of  the  Constitution  was,  "  Con-' 
gress  shall  make  no  law  abridging  the  right  of 
the  people  peaceably  to  assemble,  and  to  petition 
the  Government  for  a  redress  of  grievances  ;"and 
what  tribunal  was  the  law-making  power  vested 
in  in  this  country .'  The  House  of  Representatives 
of  itself*could  make  no  law;  it  must  pass  both 
branches  of  the  Legislature,  and  be  opproved  of 
by  the  President  before  it  can  become  a  law.  He 
wanted  honorable  gentlemen  to  go  further  with 
him  in  the  examination  of  this  amendment  of  the 
Constitution.  "  The  right  of  the  people  peacea- 
bly to  assemble,  and  petition  the  Government  for 
a  redress  of  grievances,"  was  the  langtiaee  used 
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in  it.  What  was  the  situation  of  the  people  of 
England  when  the  bill  of  rights  was  adopted  ? 
They  were  not  permitted  to  assemble  to  petition 
the  Government;  and  you  find  the  language  of 
this  grievance  incorporated  in  the  Constitution; 
and  there  was  no  other  object  intended  by  it,  but 
to  protect  the  people  fjcom  the  infliclioD  by  Con- 
gress of  this  grievance. 

Now,  there  was  another  clause  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, which,  at  this  stag,e  of  his  remarks,  he  would 
notice.  It  was  that  clause  declaring  that  each 
House  may  determine  the  rules  of  its  proceedings. 
Now,  when  the  House  adopted  a  rule,  did  it  not 
determine  the  rules  of  its  proceedings,  which  it 
was  inherent  in  the  House  to  do,  to  protect  itself, 
carry  on  the  public  business,  and  economize  the 
time  and  money  of  the  country .'  The  Constitu- 
tion says  that  "  each  House  may  determine  the 
rules  of  its  proceed ings,"&c.;  sndin  accordance 
with  that  provision,  they  had  established  a  rule 
to  govern  the  proceedings  of  this  Honse:  it  was 
not  a  law,  but  it  was  a  rule  in  conformity  with 
the  Constitution;  and  if  gentlemen  would  exam- 
ine, they  would  find  that  he  was  approaching  the 
bearing  this  had  on  the  right  of  petition.  Now, 
this  right  of  petition  depended  on  volition;  the 
people  out  of  doors  might  petition,  and  others 
might  refuse  to  do  so;  while  the  legislative  body 
had  as  much  right  to  refuse,  as  they  had  to  peti- 
tion. 

There  was  another  part  of  the  Constitution 
which  guaranties  to  every  portion  of  this  Union 
protection  from  domestic  violence.  Now,  if  these 
abolitionists  were  permitted  to  come  in  and  ex- 
cite domestic  violence  in  the  country,  he  luked 
what  kind  nf  Government  it  was  that  was  to 
raise  troops  to  putdnwn  domestic  violence  which 
was  excited  by  proceedings  here.'  When  mem- 
bers of  that  House  saw  that  this  agitation  was 
calculated  to  excite  domestic  violence,  and  lead 
to  dissensions  and  disunion,  he  asked  if  it  was 
not  their  duty  to  check  everything  of  that  char- 
acter! He  would  call  the  attention  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Adams,]  who  had 
presented  the  greatest  number  of  these  abolition 
petitions,  to  the  compromises  of  that  compact 
by  which  this  Government  came  into  existence; 
and  he  would  ask  him,  if  the  grievance  which 
these  petitions,  complained  of  was  not  considered 
such  at  that  time,  if  good  faith  did  not  require 
that  it  should  not  be  broyight  up  now,  and  that 
the  compact  should  be  carried  out  to  the  very 
letter? 

He  heard  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr. 
Bearoslct]  proclaim  on  this  floor  that,  by  vir- 
tue of  the  powers  given  in  the  Constitution  to 
amend  it,  in  his  opinion  slavery  could  be  abol- 
ished in  this  country,  and  still  the  integrity  of 
the  Union  be  preserved.  He  would  tell  the  gen- 
tleman to  "  lay  not  that  flattering  unction  to  his 
soul."  He  would  tell  him  that  when  a  bill  of 
that  kind  passed  this  House,  if  the  southern 
members  remained  on  this  floor,  they  would  have 
to  call  on  the  rocks  and  mountains  to  hide  them 
from  the  indignation  of  a  betrayed  people.  He 
would  tell  him  that,  when  that  time  arrived,  the 
southern  man  who  stood  by  and  saw  it  dohe, 
would  have  a  mark  put  on  his  forehead  as  indel- 
ible as  that  put  on  Cain.  Talk  not  to  him  of 
amendments  to  the  Constitution.  Talk  not  to 
him  of  taking  away  the  slave  representation  of 
the  South.  You  cannot  do  it  but  by  revolution; 
and  even  that  the  gentleman  would  find  to  fail  in 
accomplishing  the  object. 

Another  gentleman  [Mr.  Davis]  said,  that  be- 
caiise  slavery  had  never  been  expressly  recog- 
nized by  law  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  it  did 
not  exist  here;  and  that,  therefore,  it  might  be 
abolished  by  Congress.  He  asked  these  gentle- 
men, when  they  carried  out  their  designs,  what 
was  to  become,  of  the  slave  population  of  the 
country?  Were  they  to  be  devouring  locusts  in 
the  land  ?  Were  they  to  have  an  amalgamation 
law,  by  which  the  two  races  might  be  blended  in 
one  ?  What  was  to  become  ot'  them .'  Would 
they  be  received  at  the  North .'  He  asked  gentle- 
men what  had  become  of  the  $300,000,000  that 


had  been  raised  by  the  slave  labor  of  the  South  ? 
A  very  small  portion  of  it  had  gone  into  the  land 
offices  of  the  Southwest.  Hatf  the  South  eaten 
or  drunk  it?  If  sO,  they  must  be  the  greatest 
gluttons  on  earth.  Where  had  it  gone  to?  Why, 
by  the  silent  operations  of  tarins,  the  banking 
system,  &c.,  it  had  gone  to  build  up  the  great 
cities  of  Boston,  New  York,  and  Philadelphia, 
and  no  smallportion  of  it  to  the  rivers  and  har- 
bqra  of  the  West  and  the  North.  He  asked  gen- 
tlemen, then,  what  did  they  expect  to  gain  by  the 
abolition  of  slavery?  But  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  [Mr.  Beardslet]  laid  down  a  doc- 
trine which  the  Gerriti  Smiths  and  Birneys  had 
never  yet  come  up  to.  He  had  gone  a  step  fur- 
ther than  the  leading  Abolitionists  of  the  coun- 
try, when  he  said  that  Congress  had  a  right  to 
emancipate  the  slaves  of  this  District  without 
paying  for  them. 

Mr.  BEARDSDEY.  The  gentleman  misun- 
derstood me.  I  never  said  so.  1  said  that  Con- 
gress had  a  right  to  emancipate  the  slaves  of  the 
District;  but  1  waived  the  question  of  compensa- 
tion. 

M  r.  BELSER.  Well,  the  gentleman  said  that 
Congress  has  the  right  to  emancipate  the  slaves 
of  the  District,  without  the  consent  of  their  mas- 
ters, and  take  the  money  out  of  the  Federal 
Treasury. 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY  said  that  he  had  not  said 
so.  He  expressly  waived  the  question  as  to 
making  compensation  for  them. 

Mr.  BELSER.  Well,  as  far  as  the  gentleman 
has  gone,  it  is  farther  than  the  erea^st  Aboli- 
tionists, Gcrritt  Smith,  Birney,  &c.,  have  ever 
gone. 

He  then  spoke  of  the  rightful  existence  of  sla- 
very in  this  District;  and  said  though, as  had  been 
observed.  Congress  had  exclusive  jurisdiction 
over  this  District,  there  was  a  great  diflerence  be- 
tween exclusive  and  unlimited  power.  He  pur- 
sued his  argument  on  this  sulijcct  at  great  length. 

Mr.  COBB  said ,  at  the  lime  the  amendment  was 
oflered  by  his  colleague,  he  regretted  that  such  a 
motion  was  made,  believing  that  it  would  be  bet- 
ter to  take  the  vote  after  the  committee  had  re- 
ported on  the  subject,  if  this  report  was  sent  back 
on  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
[Mr.  Drohooole;]  but  now  he  was  satisfied  that 
a  sound  vote  could  be  given  on  the  instructions, 
which  would  finally  settle  the  question  as  to  the 
existence  of  the  21st  rule.  He  could  not  agree 
with  some  gentlemen  who  had  precrded  him,  that 
all  hope  of  retaining  that  rule  was  passed;  he 
trusted  that  the  sound  judgment  of  this  House 
would  be  brought  fo  brer  upon  it,  and  that  the 
South  would  still  have  that  guarantee  for  the  pro- 
tection of  their  rights. 

He  regretted  that  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  [Mr.  Rrett]  should,  in  the  course  of 
his  able  and  interesting  argument,  have  expressed 
the  opinion  that  there  existed  in  the  southern 
Slates,  and  that  it  was  growing  rapidly,  a  dissat- 
isfaction with  the  Union.  He  disavowed  it  for 
his  own  State,  So  far  as  he  was  able  to  form  an 
opinion,  the  feeling  which  pervaded  the  people 
of  Georgia  was  one  of  attachment  and  devotion 
to  the  Union;  and  it  grew  with  their  growth  and 
strengthened  with  their  strength. 

He  then  proceeded  to  argue  that  the  Slat  nile 
was  no  violation  of  the  right  of  petition.  The 
House  had  been  referred  to  the  English  prece- 
dents; and  they  were  aware  that  the  people  of  that 
country  were  not  permitted  to  assemble  in  large 
numbers,  nor  to  petition  the  Government  after 
they  had  assembled  and  deliberated;  and  hence 
the  declaration  of  rights.  And  our  forefathers 
stipulated  for  the  rightof  petition, in  coifsequence 
of  what  they  had  seen  and  suflfered  under  the 
English  Government;  but  as  soon  as  the  petition 
was  oflered,  he  contended  that  the  right  of  the 
petitioners  ceased.  He  entered  fully  into  an  ar- 
gument on  this  subject,  which  he  sustained  with 
much  ability.  He  said  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  could  not  be  twisted,  by  any  con- 
struction, into  an  authority  for  the  reception  of 
these  petitions;  for,  if  it  were  so,  they  would  be 
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compelled  to  receive  any  petition,  however  disre- 
•spectful,  or  be  guilty  of  a  violation  of  the  Consti- 
tution. He  counBefed  the  House  to  firmness  on 
this  question,  boih  here  and  before  their  constit- 
uents; and  instanced  the  different  results  of  the 
two  courses  pursued  by  gentlemen  from  Ohio. 
One  [Mr.  Wellcr]  had  met  the  question  firmly 
at  its  inception,  and  the  result  had  been  that  his 
district  was  unobjeiitionable  on  this  subject;  but 
the  other  gentleman  f-om  Ohio  [Mr.  Giddinos] 
had  pursued  a  differentcuursevpand  the  result  was 
different,  too.  He  called  upon  gentlemen,  then, 
to  meet  the  question,  and  maintain  the  constitu- 
tional rights  of  the  South,  unbiased  by  the  ap- 
prehension of  false  issues  before  the  people. 

^t  he  conceived  it  was  a  duty  which  they  of 
the  South  owed  to  the  northern  gentlemen  who 
had  advocated  the  continuance  of  this  rule,  to 
stand  by  the  rule  themselves,  and  never  to  for- 
sake it.  It  was  a  duly  resting  on  the  southern 
representation  in  tha'  House,  apart  from  the  duty 
which  they  owed  their  constituents,  to  support 
those  who  had  been  sacrificed  on  account  of  their 
devotion  to  this  cause;  for  it  was  an  undoubted 
fact,  that  some  had  been  sacrificed;  that  advant- 
age had  been  taken  of  their  course  of  conduct  on 
this  subject  by  opposing  candidates,  and  they  had 
been  ousted  from  their  seats,  and  their  places 
•applied  by  others  who  were  more  unscrupulous. 
They  owed  a  duty,  he  repeated,  to  these  men — a 
duty  which,  he  insisted,  the  South  would  dis- 
charge honestly  and  faithfully.  The  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina  [.Mr.  Clinoman]  said,  in  the 
course  of  this  discussion,  that  if  we  have  placed 
our  friends  in  a  false  position,  if  they  are  falling 
under  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  it  is  our  duty  to  sus- 
tain them.  He  did  not  know  whether  he  rightly 
understood  the  gentleman.  If  he  alluded  to  his 
own  political  friends,  he  questioned  very  much 
if  any  of  them  would  be  found  in  the  list  of  killed 
and  woun4^d.  [A  lau^h.]  But  if  he  alluded  to 
lorthern  Democrats,  he  would  say  to  them, 
nearken  not  to  the  voice  of  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina;  rather  listen  to  the  voice  and 
counsel  of  those  witn  whom  you  have  been  asso- 
ciated upon  other  important  questions;  do  not 
discriminate,  butgive  to  your  friends  in  the  South 
the  same  attention  which  you  have  given  them 
on  other  occasions.  The  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  should  have  listened  to  the  remarks  of 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  who  had  bat- 
tled shoulder  to  shoulder  with  them  of  the  South 
whenever  their  intereslrf  required  it.  The  gen- 
tleman had  met  his  constituents,  and  had  been 
returned  again;  and  now,  because  the  South  is 
divided,  he  feels  it  his  duly  to  yield.  Let  it  go  to 
the  people — let  it  be  published  to  the  world — that 
southern  men  were  ruining  the  caiDie  by  their  own 
divisions.  He  appealed  to  tlieDcmocracy  of  that 
House,  Was  there  one  in  that  House — could 
there  be  one  returned  to  that  House,  who  would 
yield  up  the  inestimable  right  which  had  been 
granted  to  them  under  a  rule  of  that  House !  The 
division  of  the  South.  It  existed  not  with  the 
Democracy;  they  had  not  divided;  they  would 
not  divide;  and  he  trusted  very  few  of  their  south- 
ern friends  would  be  found  following  in  the  wake 
of  the  genileman  from  North  Carolinu.  He  saw 
many  gentlemen  around  him  who  had  sanctioned 
that  rule,  and  yet  had  bcrn  again  returned  by 
their  constituents  to  that  House. 

But,  on  the  other  hand,  how  many  had  been 
returned  of  those  who  had  abandoned  the  rule .' 
Where  were  they?  Their  places  were  filled  by 
those  who,  he  trusted,  would  more  worthily  fill 
them.  Where  were  those  who,  on  a  fnrmer  oc- 
casion, abandoned  the  South— who,  on  voting  on 
this  delicate,  important,  and  all-absorbing  ques- 
tion, took  opposite  ground  to  that  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  and  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio?  Their  votes  in  thnt  connection  would  not 
answer  the  demands  of  the  South.  The  South 
were  not  willing  to  trust  their  rights  to  such  guar- 
dianship. They  feared  the  result;  and  well  they 
might.  But  suppose  the  point  were  yielded,  and 
the  21st  rule  dispensed  with:  how  would  they  be 
met  by  gentlemen  on  that  floor,  who  were  declar- 
ing that  all  they  asked  was  a  mere  reception  of 
their  peti'tions.'  They  did  not  ask  that  they  should 
be  referred,  debated,  or  reported  upon.  But  he 
was  not  prepared  to  trust  to  such  pledges.  What 
had  become  of  all  the  pledges  which  were  given 
at  the  time  the  31st  rule  was  established .'  The 
question  had  been  met  fairly,  openly,  and  with  a 


determination  not  to  yield  to  a  false  issue  during 
the  Whig  Congress.  And  was  it  now  to  be  aban- 
doned in  this  Congress?  No.  If  the  pitiful  favor 
of  receiving  the  petition  and  placing  it  upon  the 
table  were  granted  without  any  other  action  upon 
it,  what  would  those  individuals  who  had  driven 
them  into  that  grant  next  sny  to  that  House.' 
They  would  raise  the  same  difficulties  which  were 
now  opposing  them.  They  would  say,  it  is  true 
you  have  received  our  petitions,  but  that  is  not 
the  fulfillment  of  the  great  right  which  we  claim. 
They  would  never  be  satisfied. 

The  SP  E  A  K  E  R  here  announced  that  the  morn- 
ine  hour  had  expired. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  lioped  the  gentleman 
would  be  permitted  to  proceed  with  his  remarks. 

The  SPE.\KER  inquired  if  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  intended  to  move  a  suspension  of 
the  rules? 

Mr.  ADAMS  declined  doing  so,  as  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia  did  not  seem  desirous  of  pro- 
ceeding. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATIONS. 

The  SPEAKER  presented  to  the  House  the 
following  executive  communications: 

1.  A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  trans- 
mitting, in  compliance  with  the  act  of  April  31, 
16U8  and  1809,  statements  of  all  contracts  made 
by  the  bureau  under  the  direction  of  this  Depart- 
ment during  the  year  1843,  with  copies  of  the 
contracts  for  stationery,  printing,  and  binding; 
which  letter  and  statements  were  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

2.  A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  trans- 
mitting the  annual  report  of  the  Commissioner  of 
Pensions,  containing  a  list  of  applicants  for  pen- 
sions, or  whose  claims  have  been  rejected  during 
the  past  year. 

3.  A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  trans- 
mitting, in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House 
of  the  9th  instant,  a  report  of  Captain  William 
H.  Bell,  of  the  St,  Louis  arsenal,  relative  to  the 
mineral  lands  of  the  Upper  Mississippi;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

4.  A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
transmitting  a  report  on  the  present  condition  of 
the  revenue  marine  service;  which  was  laid  upon 
the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Messrs.  BELSERand  COBB  occupied  the  floor 
during  the  morning  hour  on  this  subject. 

REFERENCE  OF  PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  C.  JOHNSON,  the  House 
went  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Wintiirop  in  the  chair,) 
and  took  up  the  subject  of  the  reference  of  that 
portion  of  the  President's  message  which  relates 
to  the  improvement  of  the  western  waters. 

Mr.  JAMESON,  being  entitled  to  the  floor, 
proceeded  to  address  the  committee.  He  had  not 
intended,  at  this  stage  of  the  proceedings,  to  oc- 
cupy the  attention  of  the  committee;  but  so  many 
false  issues  had  been  made  upon  the  question 
under  consideration,  that  he  considiTed  it  to  be 
his  duty  to  explain  his  views  upon  the  subject. 
Unfortunately,  there  seemed  to  be  a  disposiiion 
on  the  part  of  some  of  the  eastern,  and  of  the 
western  members  also,  upon  that  floor,  to  excite 
sectional  jealousy  in  the  discussion  of  this  mat- 
ter, by  making  invidious  distinctions  or  compar- 
isons between  the  West  and  the  East.  They 
ought  all,  upon  that  floor,  to  consider  themselves 
as  belonging  to  one  great  family;  nil  determined 
to  take  care  of  every  individual  portion  of  the 
Union,  and  each  portion  to  take  careof  the  whole. 
He  was  aware  that  the  western  interests  of  this 
Union  had  received  from  other  sections  a  helping 
hand.  He  was  aware  that  the  State  of  New  York, 
which  seemed  to  have  become  somewhat  sensi- 
tive in  relation  to' this  matter,  on  account  of  cer- 
tain remarks  which  had  been  thrown  out  by 
gentleman  from  the  West,  had  hitherto  ranged 
herself  on  the  side  of  western  interests.  It  was 
not  his  object,  therefore,  to  array  the  western  in- 
terest against  that  State,  or  against  any  of  the 
southern  States,  or  to  make  any  union  of  inter- 
ests for  the  purpose  of  carrying  any  measure 
which  had  not  in  itself  true  merit  to  recommend 
it.  He  diff'ered  from  some  gentlemen  in  Into  in 
relation  to  where  this  subject  should  be  referred. 
He  had  nothing  against  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce on  the  score  of  illiberality  toward  western 
interests — fur  from  it;  but  the  ground  he  took 
was,  that  each  and  every  interest  of  the  Union 


should  be  placed  in  the  bands  of  those  directly 
interested  in  it. 

This  position  might  be  illustrated  by  a  plain 
and  simple  figure;  you  should  never  put  a  child 
in  the  hands  of  a  nurse  who  cares  nothing  for  it. 
It  was  a  rule  laid  down  by  Mr.  Jefferson  himself, 
that  each  particular  interest  in  every  portion  and 
section  of  the  Union  should  have  an  opportunity 
of  bringing  forward  their  own  measures  in  the 
strongest  possible  shape.  After  that  was  done, 
it  was  for  the  House  to  determine  whether  those 
inlerests.possessed  such  merits  as  would  author- 
ize them  to  grant  their  demands.  He  denied  that' 
the  report  of  a  select  committee,  in  an  inielligent 
body  tike  this,  would  have  less  weight  thin  that 
of  a  standing  committee.  It  was  the  merit  o( 
the  subject  referred  which  should  give  weight  to 
the  report,  and  entitle  it  to  favorable  considera- 
tion. He  could  no»,  for  his  life,  see  why  so  much 
anxiety  should  exist  on  the  part  of  his  friends 
from  New  York  to  have  this  matter  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce.  He  was  perfectly 
willing  that  the  gentleman  should  refer  to  that 
committee  their  eastern,  interests.  He  would  not  . 
desire  to  have  given  to  his  charge,  as  a  western 
man,  the  interests  of  the  East;  and  he  had  sup- 
posed that  they  would  be  equally  glad  to  get  nd 
of  the  matters  which  more  particularly  referred 
to  the  western  section  of  the  Union.  He  did  not, 
in  these  observations,  intend,  in  the  remotest  de- 
gree, to  cast  censure  upon  the  0>iiimitlee  on 
Commerce;  he  was  guided  solely  by  the  princi- 
ple laid  down  by  JefTerson  himself. 

Mr.  J.  then  noticed  the  trifling  amount  of  ap-  ' 
propriationa  that  bad  been  made  for  the  western 
waters,  and  compared  it  with  the  large  appropri- 
ations that  had  been  made  with  so  liberal  a  hand 
for  the  East;  arguing  that  justice,  as  wellasgood 
policy,  required  that  the  West  should  have  an 
equal  share  of  the  favors  of  the  Govenimetit. 
On  the  constitutional  question  involved,  he  showed 
that  appropriations  for  the  protection  of  west- 
ern commerce  were  as  much  sanctioned  by  the 
Constitution  as  appropriations  for  the  Atlantic 
commerce;  and  contended  that  that  instrument 
recognized  no  such  absurd  distinction  as  that  be- 
tween commerce  on  salt,  and  commerce  on  fresh 
water;  that  whether  our  merchandise  wm  trans- 
ported on  the  Mississippi  and  its  tributaries,  on 
the  lakes,  or  on  the  ocean,  or  the  waters  empty- 
ing into  it,  it  was  still  American  commerce,  and 
equally  deserving  of  protection.  After  showing 
the  vast  amount  of  losses  annually  on  the  Mis- 
sissippi and  other  western  rivers  for  want  of  the 
necessary  expenditures  for  the  removal  of  ob- 
structions to  their  navigatibn,  be  went  on  to  cite 
the  authority  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  Mr.  Madison, 
Mr.  Monroe,  and  General  Jackson,  in  favor  of 
the  con^itutionality  and  ex[>ediency  of  appropri- 
ations of  the  public  money  for  such  objects. 

He  then  went  into  some  general  remarks  on  the 
subject  of  the  tariff,  which  had  been  introduced 
into  this  debate,  and  spoke  of  the  burdens  which 
it  threw  upon  the  people  of  the  west.  He  also 
replied  to  some  portions  of  the  speeches  of  Mr. 
Hi'NT,of  New  York,  and  others,  and  defended 
Mr.  Van  Buren  against  the  imputation  that  he  had 
neglected  western  interests. 

Mr.  STEWART,  of  Pennsylvania,  obtained 
the  floor,  but  be  yielded  to  a  motion  to  rise;  and 
the  committee  accordingly  rose,  and  reported 
progress. 

Mr.  BURKE  withdrew  some  papers  from  the 
files  of  the  House;  but  the  object.was  no,t  under- 
stood. 

DISOBEDIENCE  TO  THE  HQUSE. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  submitted  a  resolution, 
calling  upon  the  hesid  of  the  Navy  E>epartmentto 
state  to  this  House  Why  a  resolution,  passed  on 
Jhe  9th  of  August,  1842,  calling  for  certai#  in- 
formation from  that  Department,  had  not  been 
complied  with.  The  precise  terms  of  the  resolu- 
tion were  not  distinctly  heard  as  it  was  read. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  objected  to  the  resolution; 
and  a  motion  at  the  same  time  was  made  to  ad- 
journ. 

Mr.  WELLER  asked  permission,  before  the 
House  adjourned,  to  give  notice  of  a  motion  to 
reconsider  a  resolution  submitted  this  morning  by 
Mr.  PATTsnsoN,  of  New  York,  calling  upon  the 
Postmaster  General  for  certain  information  in  re- 
lation to  the  business  of  the  Post  Oflicc. 

Mr.  PATTERSON  stated  that  the  resolution 
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called  forinrormation  fortwelve  months  past;  but 
he  nowunderstnod  that  such  information  was  not 
in  the  possession  of  ihc  Department.  There  was, 
ibowefer,  the  required  facts  for  one  month;  and, 
as  that  would  answer  the  purpose  of  his  inquiry, 
be  honed  the  House  would  consent  to  reconsider, 
tiiat  the  resolution  ml;;lit  bo  so  amended  as  to  call 
for  information  for  one  month  only. 

It  was  understood,  amidst  the  confusion  that 
prevailed,  that  the  notice  was  received. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  then  moved  a  suspension 
of  the  rules,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  an  op- 
portunity to  get  in  his  resolution,  remarking  that 
nearly  two  years  had  elapsed  since  the  call  to 
which  his  resolution  referred  had  been  made  upon 
the  Navy  Department. 

Mr.  WELLER  observed  that  there  was  not  a 
quorum  in  attendance;  and  therefore  he  moved  an 
adjournment. 

Mr.  C.JOHNSON  catted  for  the  yeas  and  navs 
thereon;  but  they  were  not  ordered;  and  tlie 
House  tlien  adjourned. 


The  following  noilcrforpetiliODS  presented  lo-dnjr  were 
handed  lo  the  re|iorter«  by  Uip  nieinUer«  presenting  thent : 

Vf  Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana :  Tlie  pcijiinn  nf  1.  W. 
Brisx9  and  twenty-nine  other  citizena  of  Snilivnn  county, 
Indtiina,  ai«kiiig  a  dunatjon  of  land  to  improve  tlie  naviga- 
tion of  llio  Wnbu«li  river. 

Dy  Mr.  MCHPHV  :  The  petition  of  Eli  Oarlinz,  for  re- 
Hef;  wtairli  wad  refrrrcd  to  the  Committee  nn  Naval  Af- 
bin. 

By  Mr.  PHOvMTX:  The  petition  nf  the  representatives 
of  liie  Yearly  MePtins  01  the  Snoiety  of  Priund.''  I'or  New 
Enctand  and  New  Ynrlc,  asking  the  attention  of  the  Gen- 
eial  Government  to  the  rondilion  of  the  aborigines  of  onr 
eoonlry  ;  wbicli  was  roiemd  to  the  Committee  on  Indian 
AlEilra. 

By  .Mr.  ST.  JOHN  :  The  petition  of  H.  8.  Ilvmer  and 
•n«  lmndr**d  and  rorty-tteven  otiier  citizenn  of  Ohio,  anking 
a  donation  uf  lands  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the  Wa- 
bash river ;  which  wa»  rclerred  to  llie  Cummiuee  on  Public 
Landa. 

By  Mr.  HOLME8:  The  petition  of  mrrehanu  of  Charles- 
ton, Sooth  Carolina,  for  repairs  to  the  cnatODi-liouae  at 
Charlcvton. 

Ry  Mr.  SBYMOUK,  of  New  York :  The  petitinn  and 

papers  of  Benjamin  ,  of  Troy,  New  York,  praying 

for  remuneratinii  for  ceriniti  dnin.igea  su»luined  by  him. 

By  .Mr.  DODGE,  of  IrVinmnitin ;  Two  petitions,  signed 
by  flva  hundred  and  fifty  citizens  of  the  Territory  of  Wia. 
cousin,  asking  Congress  for  an  appropriation  for  n  liarbnr  at 
Uietownof  Soinliport,  Kacine  county,  in  said  Territory: 
which  waa  referred  to  the  rommittec  on  Commerce. 

By  Mr.  L.eONARD:  The  pi-titlon  of  Susannah  Lnn- 
green,  for  a  pension  ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  RevoluU4>nary  Peusioiia. 


IN  SENATE. 
MoNDAT,  January  15,  1844. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  Umpare  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  communication  from  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, covering  a  reportfrom  the  Register  of 
the'Treaaiiry,  made  in  compliance  with  a  reso- 
lution of  the  Senate  of  the  18(h  ultimo,  showing 
what  amount  of  money  is  due  the  State  of  Mis- 
sissippi on  account  of  the  two  per  cent,  and  the 
three  per  cent,  funds,  and  on  account  of  the  dis- 
tribution fund,  &c.;  wliich  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Also,  a  report  from  the  Treasury  Department, 
covering  a  re|>ort  from  the  Second  Auditor  of  the 
Treasury,  made  in  compliance  with  a  resolution 
of  the  Senate  of  December  20, 1843,  showing  the 
amount  ofmoney  paid  on  certificates  of  the  board 
of  commissioners,  under  the  seventeenth  article 
of  the  Cherokee  treaty,  etc.;  which,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  JARNAGIN,  was  laid  on  the  table  till  a 
report  upon  ih?  same  subject  shall  have  been  re- 
ceived from  the  War  Department. 

Also,  a  report  from  the  War  Department,  in 
compliance  «iih  two  several  acts  of  Congress, 
covering  statements  of  all  the  contracts  made  by 
all  the  bureaus  under  that  Department  for  the 
year  1843;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment, transmitting  a  statement  and  report  of  the 
names  of  the  clerks  <nd  other  persons  employed 
in  thai  Department  in  the  year  1843;  which  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Also,  a  communication  from  tlie  War  Depart- 
ment, transmitting  the  annual  report  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  Pensions,  containing  a  list  of  appli- 
cationa  for  pensions,  and  increase  of  pensions, 
wlioie  claims  were  rejected  in  1843  and  1843.  A 
motion  to  print  was  j-eferred  to  the  Committee  on 
Printing. 

PETITIONS,  ETC. 
Mr.  BAGBY  presented  the  presentment  of  the 


grand  jury  of  the  Mobile  district,  Akbama,  on 
the  subject  of  the  erection  of  a  house  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  court  in  that  district;  which 
W08  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  presented  a  memoriol  of 
the  representatives  of  the  Yearly  Meeting  of  the 
Society  of  Friends  of  New  England  and  New 
York,  catling  the  attention  of  Congress  to  the 
condition  of  the  aborigines;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Indian  AIRiirs. 

Atao,  a  memorial  from  a  number  of  citizens  of 
Indiana,  asking  Congress  to  mske  a  grant  of  a 
certain  portion  of  the  unsold  lands  in  the  Vin- 
eennes  district,  to  open  a  direct  communication 
between  Lake  Erie  and  the  Ohio  river;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  WALKER  presented  a  petition  from  John 
J.  McCaughan,  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  pray- 
ing confirmation  of  title  to  a  tract  of  land  in  that 
State;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

Mr.  FAIRFIELD,  presented  a  petition  from 
William  A.  Palmer  and  others,  praying  for  the 
establishment  of  a  mail  route  from  Jonesborougb , 
through  Machias,  by  the  way  of  Whitney  viTle, 
on  Middle  river,  to  East  Machias;  whieh  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE  presented  a  memorial 
from  one  hundred  and  eighty-seven  citizens  of 
Michigan,  praying  a  reduction  of  the  rates  of 
postage;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Also,  a  petition  from  sundry  citizens  of  McComb 
county ,  Michigan,  asking  an  appropriation  for  the 
improvement  of  the  mouth  of  Clinton  river,  and 
for  the  erection  of  a  light-house;  which  was  re- 
ferred lo  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  a  memorial  signed 
by  several  thousand  citizens  of  Philadnlphia,  and 
one  from  citizens  of  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania, 
asking  for  a  reduction  of  the  rates  of  nostsge  on 
letters,  periodicals,  and  newspapers.  Mr.  B.  ex- 
pressed a  wish  that  the  prayers  of  the  memorial- 
ists would  be  complied  with.  The  memorials 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads.' 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  a  memorial  from 
Peter  S.  V.  Hamot,  asking  that,  on  account  of 
the  negligent  conduct  of  Government,  a  certain 
sum  of  money  may  be  refunded  him,  which  he 
was  obliged  to  pay  the  United  States,  under  judg- 
ment and  execution,  as  bait  of  Thomas  Foster, 
the  then  collector  for  the  port  of  Presque  Isle,  in 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  H.\NNEGAN  presented  a  petition,  very 
numerously  signed  by  citizens  of  Carroll  county, 
in  the  State  of  Indiana,  praying  the  establishment 
of  the  western  armory  at  Pittsburg,  Indiana, 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Aflairs. 

Also,  two  petitions  from  citizens  of  Indiana, 
praying  a  grant  of  an  additional  quantity  of  land 
to  Indiana,  for  the  purpose  of  completing  the 
Wabash  and  Erie  canal  to  the  Ohio  river;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  presented  a  petition  from 
Dr.  M.  F.  Thornton,  praying  that,  in  the  settle- 
ment of  his  accounts,  the  sum  of  |8S8,  may  be 
allowed  him  for  purser's  stores,  which  were  de- 
stroyed on  board  the  United  States  ship  Erie  by 
a  hurricane;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Naval  AflTuirs. 

Mr.  DAYTON  presented  a  petition  from  Mary 
Garrison,  Martha  Emmel,  Mary  Baird,  Marga- 
ret F.  Morris,  and  others,  widows  of  revolution- 
ary soldiers,  who  were  pensioners  for  five  years, 
firaying  to  be  placed  on  the  list  as  pensioners  for 
ife;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions. 

Mr.  BAYARD  presented  a  memorial  from 
Thomas  George  Clinton,  M.  D.,  of  Virginia,  in 
relation  lo  certain  improvements  on  steam  en- 
gines; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  UPHAM,  it  was 
Onfered,  That  the  petition  of  A»)fl  Spalding,  praying 
compensation  for  bis  services  as  a  pension  agent,  be  taken 
from  ibe  files,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensiona. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  BENTON,  irwas 

OrJerid,  That  the  petition  of  Alexander  Watson,  pray- 
indemniiy  for  losses  of  property  in  Florida,  be  taken  from 
the  files,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Eoads. 

BILL  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  BREESE,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  de- 
claring the  assent  of  Congress  to  the  State  of  Illi- 
nois to  impose  a  tax  on  lands  hereafter  sold  in 
that  State  by  the  United  States,  from  and  after 
the  sale  of  such  lands;  which  was  read  twice, and 
referred  to  ttie  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

WINNEBAGO  INDIANS. 

Mr.  BENTON  submitted  the  following  resola- 
tion ;  which  lies  one  day  on  the  table,  under  the 
rule: 

Renhed,  That  the  Committee  on  Indian  Afflilra  be  di- 
rected to  inriuire  whether  any  wrong  or  injury  has  tieen 
done  to  the  Winnebago  Indians,  by  witbliolding  part  of 
their  annuity,  or  by  applying  any  part  thereof  to  unauthor- 
ized purposes. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JARNAGIN,  the  Commit- 
tee on  Revolutionary  Claims  was  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  petitinn  of  John 
Morgan,  praying  compensation  for  military  ser- 
vices; and  the  petition  of  Christopher  Miller,  for 
services  rendered  as  Indian  spy  under  General 
Wayne;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Claims. 

Mr.  J.,  from  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Claims,  to  which  were  referred  the  petition  of  the 
heirs  of  Daniel  Truehart,  praying  indemnity  for 
property  destroyed  by  the  enemy  during  the  revo- 
lutionary war;  the  petition  of  Charles  Morgan, 
praying  compensation  for  the  services  of  his  father 
in  the  revolutionary  war;  and  the  petition  of  the 
heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  William  Lomaz, 
made  adverse  reports  thereon;  which  were  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  J.,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads,  to  which  was  referred  the  peti- 
tion of  E.  B.  &,  S.  Ward,  praying  indemnity  for 
losses  on  a  contract  entered  into  with  the  Post 
Office  Department,  made  an  adverse  report  there- 
on; which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and  be 
primed. 

Mr.  BATES,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  which  the  subject  had  been  referred  by  resolu- 
tion of  the  Senate,  reported  a  bill  making  com- 
pensation to  pension  agents;  which  was  read  and 
ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  B.  remarlced  that  the  provisions  of  the 
bill  were  prospective  in  theircharacter;and  moved 
that  the  Committee  on  Pensions  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  all  petitions  be- 
fore it  praying  compensation  for  services  hereto- 
fore performed  as  pension  agents;  which  waa 
agreed  to. 

NOTICE  OP  A  BILL. 

Mr.  PORTER  gave  notice  that  he  would  to- 
morrow ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  provide 
for  the  construction  of  a  canql  around  the  Falls 
of  St.  Mary's. 

EXECUTIVE  SESSION 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BAYARD,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  executive  business; 
and,  after  a  long  session  therein,  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
MoNDAT,  January  15,  1844. 

The  Journal  having  been  read, 

Mr.  RELFE  rose  and  moved  the  suspenaton 
of  the  rules,  to  enable  him  to  oflfer  the  following 
resolution: 

Re$oteedf  That,  aHer  three  oVIock  In  morrow,  the  Com- 
mittee nf  the  Whole  House  tie  discharged  from  Uie  fiinher 
consideration  of  the  resolution  in  committee,  referring  so 
mnch  nf  the  President's  message  as  relates  to  the  western 
waters  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and  that  the  said 
resolution  be  reported  with  tile  amendmenu,  if  any,  at  that 
hour. 

Mr.  RELFE  remarked  that  he  was  induced  to 
propose  this  resolution  from  various  consider- 
ations. The  subject  had  been  before  the  com- 
mittee for  many  days, eliciting  much  debate,and 
it  did  seem  to  him,  the  subject  was  exhausted, 
at  least  so  far  as  concerned  information  necessary 
to  the  House;  but  a  more  imperious  necessity 
prompted  him  lo  presentand  urge  upon  the  House 
the  adoption  of  t,h'  resolution.    Yesterday's  mail 
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January  15, 


brought  the  melancholy  intelligence  of  the  wreck 
of  another  stcBmboat  in  the  Mississippi  river, 
almost  within  the  harbor  of  St.  Louis,  which 
caused  the  loss  of  life  to  some  fifiy  or  Hixty  per- 
sons, under  the  most  distressing  circumstances. 
We  ha^ve  henril  from  day  to  day,  in  this  House, 
strong  professions  of  friendly  feeling  towards 
western  appropriations,  by  gentlemen  from  the 
South,  the  North,  and  the  East;  and  he  would 
now  earnestly  ask  of  those  gentlemen  to  give 
some  immediate  action  on  this  matter.  It  is  ac- 
tion we  want  to  satisfy  western  people;  give  ua 
the  means  of  protecting  the  lives  and  property 
of  our  people  against  the  dangers  of  western 
navigation. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  resulting  in— 
ayes  71,  noes  61. 

So  the  suspension  was  not  earned,  there  not 
being  a  majority  of  two  thirds. 

FRANKING  PRIVILEGES. 
The  following  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr. 
PiTTERsoN  on  Saturday,  was  taken  up  lor  con- 
sideration: 

RtsolvfJ,  That  llie  Posimaster  General  be  Uirecicd  to  re- 
port to  this  House  ihe  t ilier  of  drop  ami  free  Ictlera  each 

received  at  nil  the  post  ollices  in  llie  Uiiilcd  States  for  the 
last  twelve  monlhn,  ending  nt  the  l.-itest  time  Ihnt  he  haa 
correct  returns ;  nNo,  such  olhnr  inlonnulinn  as  he  may  he 
in  powc-Bsmn  of,  iC  nny,  showing  the  qiiiintiiy  of  maU  mat- 
ter transniiued  ihrousli  olher  channels  ;  also,  the  nearest 
estiinaie  thathecan  liirnish  of  the  gro.<s  amount  of  Gov- 
ernuient  rrankins,  in  all  its  hranches,  exclusive  of  the  Fust 
Odice  Deparlincnl,  for  a  single  year. 

A  short  discussion  then  ensued,  in  which  the 
resolution  was  supported  by  Messrs.  PATTEll- 
SON,  BEARDSLEY,  and  CARROLL,  arxl  op- 
posed by  Mr.  HOPKINS. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  said,  that  inasmuch  as  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads  had  declared,  a  few  minuies ago, 
that  that  committee  were  unanimous  in  favor  of 
a  thorough  reform  in  that  Departmentof  the  Gov- 
ernment; and  inasmuch  as  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  who  has  just  taken  his  seat,  has  ex- 
pressed his  opinion  that  that  reformation  should 
embrace  the  relieving  of  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
meiit  from  the  burden  of  transmitting  communi- 
cations from  the  other  Departments  of  Govern- 
ment free  of  postage,  he  felt  it  his  duty,  as  a 
member  of  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads,  to  say,  thAt  although  he  was  favor- 
able to  a  proper  reformation  in  the  post  offi-e 
charges  of  the  Government,  yet  that  reformation 
should  be  kept  within  certain  defined  limits.  He 
atated  thai  he  was  willing  to  reduce  the  postage 
on  letters  and  olher  mail  matter,  provided  that 
reduction  would  not  reduce  the  net  revenues  of 
the  Department.  This,  it  is  contended,  will  not 
be  its  effect.  If  so,  well;  but  on  this  subject  he 
wished  to  be  distinctly  understood.  For  one,  he 
intended  to  make  that  Department  depend  en- 
tirely on  iia  own  revenues  for  support.  In  no 
event  would  he  consent  to  charge  the  general 
Treasury  with  any  part  of  its  burdens.  Fin-,  to 
do  ao  would  be  to  Charge  the  great  mass  of  the 
people, who  have  but  little  or  no  connection  with 
Its  benefits,  with  the  postages  of  those  who  use 
this  Department  to  facilitate  their  business,  and 
increase  their  pleasure.  To  such  an  arrange- 
ment he  would  never  consent. 

After  some  further  conversation,  the  consid- 
eration, by  consent,  was  postponed  until  to-mor- 
row. 

NOTICES  OF  BILLS. 


Mr.  WRIGHT,  at  Indiana,  gave  notice  that, 
to-morrow,  or  on  some  subsequent  day,  he  would 
ask  leave  to  submit  the  following  bill: 

A  bill  to  confirm  to  the  State  of  Indiana  certain 
lands  selected  by  her  for  that  portion  of  the  Wa- 
bash and  Eri«  canal  which  lies  between  the  mouth 
of  the  Tippecanoe  river  and  Terrc  Hauie,  amend- 
atory of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  February 
27,  1841,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  LYON  gave  notice  that  he  would,  to- 
morrow, ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  give  the 
consent  of  Congress  to  the  sale  or  other  disposi- 
tion of  certain  salt  spring  lands  heretofore  granted 
to  the  State  of  Michigan. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  gave  notice  that  he  would, 
to-morrow,  or  on  some  subsequent  day,  intro- 
duce a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Eaton  Nance. 

Mr.  BLACK,  of  Georgia,  gave  notice  that,  at 
the  proper  time,  he  should  move  an  amendment 
to  the  bill  of  this  House  (No.  21)  for  the  organ- 


ization of  the  Territory  of  Oregon,  so  as  to  em- 
brace the  provisional  annexation  of  Texas  to  the 
United  Stales. 

REPF.AL  OF  SALT  DUTIES. 
Mr.  0.  JOHNSON  asked  and  obtained  leave 
to  introduce  the  following  bill: 
A  bill  to  repeal  the  duties  on  «al!,  and  the  bounties  and 
allowances  m.ade  in  consequence  thereof. 
Be.  it  enatted  hy  ttt^  Senate  und  Ihttseo/Repre^entatipes 
of  the  Unitrd  Rlaleaof-1meTir.ain  Can»r«ssnsiemWerf,  That 
Irom  and  atter  the  30lh  day  of  June  neit.  the  act  enlilled 
"An  act  to  conliniic  in  force  an  acl  entitled  -An  act  layine 
n  duty  on  imported  salt,  eraulins  a  bounty  on  pickled  lish 
exported,  and  allowances  to  certain  vessels  employed  in 
ihe  lisherics,' "  approved  the  9th  of  February,  ll-Ifi;  and 
llie  said  act  so  continued  in  force,  approved  the  29lh  of 
Julv,  lUIS,  shall  be,  and  ihe  same  are  hereby,  repealed  ;  and 
thai  from  and  after  the  SOlli  of  June  aforesaid,  so  much  ol 
i  any  act  or  acts  an  lavs  a  duiv  on  salt  be,  and  the  same  is 
I  hereby,  reiiealed  ;  arid  thai  from  and  aflerthe  day  Inst  nfore- 
I  said,  salt  shall  he  iinporleil  into  the  United  Slates  free  of 
duty  :  Proiiided,  Tliat  for  the  recovery  and  receipt  of  such 
I  duties  as  shall  have  accrued,  and  on  the  day  aforesaid  re- 
'  spectivcly  remain  outstanding,  anil  for  the  recovery  and 
dislribution  of  flues,  penallie-s,  and  lorlVilures,  and  the  re- 
missiim  thereof,  respectively,  which  shall  have  been  in- 
curred before  and  on  the  sa  id  duy ,  the  provisions  of  the  afore- 
said acts  shall  remain  in  full  force  and  virtue. 

Sec.  9.  ■Ami  lie  U  further  enncled,  That  so  much  of  the 
aforesaid  acts,  or  nily  olher  acts,  as  allows  a  bounty  on  ex- 
ported salt  provisions  and  pickled  lisli,  in  lieu  of  drawback 
nfduties  on  the  salt  employed  in  curing  the  same  ;  and  so 
much  of  any  acl  or  acts  aa  makes  allowances  to  the  own- 
ers and  crews  of  fishing  vessels,  in  lieu  of  the  drawback  of 
f  the  dulies  paid  on  salt  used  by  the  same,  shall  be,  and  llie 
same  is  hereby,  repealed  :  ProrUed,  That  the  provisions  ot 
the  aforesaid  acts  shall  remain  in  full  force  and  vinue  for  Ihe 
payment  of  the  boiiiilies  or  allowances  incurred  or  payable 
on  Ihc  said  30th  of  June  next. 

The  bill  having  been  read  twice, 
Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  moved  that  it  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  WINTHROP  moved  that  it  be  committed 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union. 

Debate  ari?ing,  the  bill  was   laid  over,  among 
the  orders  on  the  Speaker's  table. 
RESOLUTIONS. 
The  SPEAKER   announced  the    call    of   the 
States  for  resolutions  to  be  the  business  next  in 
Older. 

Mr.  REDING  offered  the  following;  which 
lies  over: 

Retoited,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  he  directed 
lo  report  to  ibis  House  Ihe  amount  dis-hursed  in  each  year, 
and  in  each  State  and  Territory,  from  ISM  to  IS't:),  boUi  in- 
clusive, for  forlilications,  light  houses,  public  debt,  revolu- 
tnmary  and  olher  pensions,  internal  improvements,  includ- 
ing piers,  breakwaters,  kc,  in  conllnuation  of  the  table 
prepared  in  obedience  lo  a  call  of  this  House  of  the  J3d 
December,  18-i:i. 

Mr.  SEVERANCE  submitted  the  following; 
which  was  agreed  to: 

Rnolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pen- 
sions be  direclcd  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  furlhcr 
extending  ihe  provisions  of  the  act  of  July,  1838,  by  which 
a  pension  was  gmntcd  for  five  years  from  the  4lh  of  March, 
i  1836.  to  any  widow  who  was  married  lo  a  soldier  after  the 
f  ejpiraUon  of  his  last  period  of  service,  and  before  ihe  1st 
i  January,  1791,  which  dclil  was,  in  ItOl,  extended  toMnrch 
I  4,  Itm,'  when  it  will  expire  ;  and  to  provide,  also,  for  ihose 
who  have  beeonie  widows  of  such  soldiers  by  tlie  death  of 
their  husbands  since  March  4,  1811. 

Mr.  ADAMS  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  lies  over,  under  the  rule: 

fleiolefi*,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested to  cause  to  be  commiinlcaled  lo  this  House,  if  not 
incompatible  with  the  public  inlerest,  any  complaint  of  the 
Government  of  Ihe  liepubllc  of  Texas  against  the  Govern- 
lueiit  or  ofticers  of  the  Uiiiled  Swies,  for  any  aggression 
upon  the  territory  or  the  military  authority  of  Texas,  and 
copies  of  any  correspondence  between  Ibe  two  Goveru- 
menls  relating  lo  Ihc  subject. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Massachusetts,  offered  the  fol- 
lowing; which  was  agreed  to: 

R«oi.ol,  That  the  Coniniitlee  of  Ways  and  Means  be 
directed  lo  consider  the  expediency  of  reporiing  an  appro- 
priaiion  for  the  completion  of  the  breakwater  at  Sandy  bay 
in  Massachusetts. 

Mr.PHCENIX  submitted  the  following;  which 
lies  over: 

Rtsolted,  That  the  Postmaster  General  be  directed  lo  re- 
port to  this  House  the  emoluments  and  di>biirseineiu«  ol 
Ihe  lower  or  branch  post  ollice  iu  Uie  city  of  New  York, 


Ihu ,  -.,.,• 

embracing  the  number  of  persons  employed,  and  the  salaries 

paid  Ihein  respectively.  Ihe  number  of  boxes  dispoed  of  al 
that  office,  and  the  amount  received  for  lliein,  and  the 
amount  of  postagi'  received  at  each  of  the  offices;  alsojo 
report  on  the  propriety  of  abolishing  ihe  extra  charge  ot  two 
cents  on  Ihe  letters  delivered  from  that  office. 

Mr.  DANA  offered  the  following;  which  lies 


over: 

Rttolccd  Ini  (A«  Smote  and  Home  of  RerreMenittmet  of 
the  United  Siatea  of  America  in  Congreu  imemhted,  (two 
Uiirds  of  both  Houses  concurring,)  Thai  the  following 


amendment  to  the  Constilulion  of  the  United  States,  be  ptrv- 
poscd  to  the  several  Stales,  to  be  valid  lo  all  intenu  and 
purposes  as  a  part  of  said  C'oiistilulion,  when  ratilicd  by  jbe 
Legislatures  of  three  fourths  of  said  Slales: 

/\ny  Slate,  insteatl  of  appointing  electors  of  Pre'sident 
and  Vice  President,  uiay,  by  a  statute  of  such  Slate,  au- 
thori/.c  lite  people  thereof  lo  vole  directly  for  President  and 
Vice  President ;  such  vonugiuay  he  al  a  general  or  special 
election  held  within  the  lime  for  appointing  elcciors  ;  evety 
person  enlilled  lo  vole  for  a  mcnilM-r  of  (.'ongrcss  In  snch 
Stale  shall  he  entitled  10  vole  for  President  and  Vice  Pres- 
ident ;  the  votes  so  given  shall  be  counted  and  canvassed 
in  such  manner  a.(  the  laws  of  llic  S'uie  shall  provide  ;  the 
State  canvassers  shall  make  distinct  lists  of  all  persons 
voted  liir  as  Presidenl  and  Vice  President,  and  of  ihe  num- 
ber of  votes  given  for  each  ;  and  cenify  which  person  has 
the  greatest  numlier  of  votes  for   President,  and  which 
the  greatest  number  for  Vice  Prcbidenl :  and  shall  sign  and 
IraniUiit,  sealed,  such  lists  and  ccrliliealcs  to  the  seat  of 
Governinenl  of  the  United  .*lale-s,  directed  lo  the  President 
of  the  Senate;  and  the  certihcales  shall  he  opened  al  the 
same  time,  and  in  the  same  manner,  as  the  certificates  of 
llie  votes  of  Olher  Stales  for  President  and  Vice  Presidenl; 
and  there  shall  be  counted  for  the  person  having  the  great- 
est number  of  votes  in  such  Slate  for  President,  the  num- 
ber of  votes  such  State  is  enlitUEd  to  give   for  Presidenl  ; 
and  for  the  pereoii  having  the  greatest  nnmbcr  of  votes  in 
such  Stale  for  Vice  Presidenl,  the  iiiiniher  of  votes  such 
Stale  is  enlilled  lo  give  for  Vice  President. 

Mr.  CARROLL  offered  the  following;  which 
was  agreed  to: 

Rtioleed,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to  report 
to  Ibis  House  llie  amoiMll  heretofore  expended  in  ihe  im- 
provement of  the  harbor  al  llie  mouth  ol  the  Genesee  river 
in  the  Stale  of  New  York,  and  the  amount  necessary  lo 
complete  Die  same  so  as  to  admit  Ihe  sale  entry  of  vessels. 

Mr.  FISH  offered  the  following;  which  was 
agreed  to: 

Rraolred,  That  Ihe  Postmaster  General  be  dirscied  te 
communicate  lo  this  House  at  what  rates  the  silver  coins 
(other  than  those  of  the  Federal  coinage)  in  usual  circula- 
tion are  received  at  the  post  office  in  ihe  city  of  New  York, 
and  whelher  such  coins  are  or  have  been  disposed  of  by 
any  of  the  otiicers  or  clerks  in  Ihe  said  post  office  at  a  high- 
er rale  than  that  at  which  they  were  received. 

Mr.  MACLAY  offered  the  following;  which 
was  agreed  to: 

Retolved,  That  the  petition  of  Eliz.ihelh  Filch,  and  the 
acconiiianving  papers,  asking  for  ihe  pay  of  her  husband 
for  services  in  Ihe  revolutionary  war,  be  taken  from  the 
files  of  the  House,  and  referred  lo  Ihe  C'oiDllllllee  on  Bev- 
olulionary  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BROWN,  of  Pennsylvania, 
the  following  resolution  was  agreed  to: 

Retoleed,  Tlial  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be  instniet- 
ed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  appro|iriatint  840,009 
for  the  improvement  of  the  navigalion  of  the  Susquehanna 
river  near  its  mouth,  in  the  Sute  of  Maryland. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  the 
following  resolution;  which  was  read;  and,  ob- 
jection being  made,  it  was  laid  upon  the  uble  one 
day,  under  the  rule: 

Retolred,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  directed  to 
furnish  the  House  with  a  tabli!  of  the  comparative  cost  of 
building  ships-nf  the  line,  frigates,  9teamshi|.e.  and  sloops- 
ol'-war,  since  181  j.althcdinercnt  navy-yards  in  the  Union. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FOSTER,  the  following  ft»- 
olution  was  agreed  to: 

Reiotced,  That  the  (Jommiltee  on  Invalid  Pensions  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  increaiing  Ui« 
pension  of  William  Keller,  ao  invalid  pensioner,  or  grsnl- 
ing  him  arrears  of  pension  from  Ihe  lime  he  was  wounded 
in  the  service  of  the  United  Slates  until  he  was  placed  on 
the  invalid  pension  list;  and  that  hia  papers,  now  on  uie 
flics  of  this  House,  be  referred  lo  said  commiiiee. 

On  moiion  of  Mr.  STEENROD,  it  was 

Rnolted,  Thai  the  select  cominilleeon  retrcncbnient  be 
inslriictcd  lo  report  a  bill  to  establish  one  post  office  r.'i 
loth  Houses  of  Congress,  lo  be  kept  in  the  Capitol,  instesd 
of  the  iwo  ollices  now  kept. 

Mr.  STEWART,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  the 
following  resolution;  which  was  read;  and,  de- 
bate arising  thereon,  it  was  laid  over,  under  the 

RmWtd.  Thai  the  Comniiltee  of  Ways  and  Means  be 
instructed  so  lo  limit  llie  appropriations  lor  the  ■"iPl"'""' 
Government  for  the  next  fiscal  year  as  not  to  exceed  tn« 
expendilurea  of  the  laal  year  ending  the  31st  Decembet, 

1843. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DANIEL,  the  following  res- 
olution was  agreed  to: 

Resoli.ed.  That  Ihe  petition  and  accompanying  papers  of 
Richard  M.  Siieed,  presented  at  the  last  session  of  I  ongrw, 
be  taken  from  Ihe  flh-s  of  the  House  and  again  relerred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  ;  and  that  said  como.m« 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  granung  uie 
relief  prayed  for. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HOLMES,  it  was 

Retolred,  That  the  memorial  ami  other  papers  "fJ*"*^ 
Taylor,  and  other  heirs  of  l.oiuniodore  John  Paul  Joaes, 
presented  to  the  Tweniy-rourlli  Congress,  »«""» '•''•'™; 
be  taken  from  ihe  flics,  and  refeired  to  the  (.omnuuee  on 
Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  BURT  offered  the  following  resolution; 
which  lies  over  one  day,  under  the  rule: 

JletoiMii,  Tlial  two  thousand  copies  citta  ofSeoaie  doe. 
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nnK'ni  Nn.  010,  of  the  Mcond  session  Twemy-SeTentli  Con- 
fr«>7«9S  being  synoptical  and  comparative  tarifCi,  with  all 
tho<te  niilioiis  with  whom  the  UiiilPil  States  have  cniiren- 
tioiis,  ant)  a  comparisou  of  tlie  tarills  of  1816, 1824, 18128, 
1833.  be  printed. 

Mr.  FRENCH  offered  tbe  following  resolution; 
wliich  was  adopted: 

Wtirreas  the  smwingcommerceof  the  West  r»)uire8thc 
foFteriai;  C'lre  ot  Uie  Cnveriiuient:  Tlierefore, 

RetotttA^  Tli.it  tile  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  be  in- 
stnicled  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  estnblirhtnir  a 
navy -yard  at  Hime  eligible  ptiint  on  tbe  Ohio  or  Mississippi 
xivtf,  and  of  connectinc  wjtii  ilitie  purchase  and  roauu- 
facture  of  hemp  lor  the  Navy. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DEBERRY,  the  following 
resolution  was  agreed  to: 

RttoloeAf  Ttiat  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Uoads  be  insuucted  to  inquire  into  tlie  expediency  of 
rmnbllshinx  a  post  mute  from  Asbbor  >'  to  Lawrenceville, 
in  North  Carolina.  /  « 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RATHBUN,  it  was 
Rcsolverf,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Po«l  Rnnds  be  instructed  to  inqiiire  into  the  expediency  of 
e^iabti^hin;  a  mail  route  from  BAldwinsville,  in  the  county 
of  Onond'-is^o,  to  Walcott,  in  the  county  of  Wayne,  in  tJie 
eute  of  Nenr  Y'ork. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  offered  the  following  reso- 
lution; which  lie*  over  one  day,  under  the  rule: 

,  RtKttd,  Tliat  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  be  in- 
fracted to  inquire,  as  soon  a^  practicable,  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  BO  modifying  tbe  present  tariff  of  duties  on  imports 
a.<  tu  provide,  together  with  the  other  resources  of  the  Trea'«- 
ury,  a  revenue  sufficient  for,  and  limited  to,  the  wants  of 
an  economical  ariiniuistmtion  of  the  General  Government; 
Willi  huiii  discrimination  as  will  dispense  the  benefits  and 
impose  Uie  burdens  of  Government  eguai/u  upon  all  clatsti^ 
antl  upon  tlie  principle  that  will  lax,  as  lur  as  practicable, 
the  property  and  not  the  people  of  tlie  nation. 

Mr.  LYON  offered  the  following  resolution; 
which  lies  over  one  day: 

Acsoieed,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  reqaested  tofur- 
ni^ll  this  House  with  copies  of  the  plats,  surveys,  and  esti- 
mates of  tiie  engineer  department,  which  have  been  made 
by  that  ilepanment  with  a  view  to  tbe  improvement  of  the 
liarbors  at  the  moutlMof  tbe  Kalamaiooaod  Grand  riven,  in 
the  State  of  Michigan. 

The  following  resolution,  offered  by  Mr.  TIB- 
BATTS,  lies  over  one  day: 

Aeso/red,  That  tlie  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pen- 
iiona  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  tiie  expediency  of  author- 
ising Uie  Secretary  of  tlie  Treasury  to  direcl  tbe  names  of 
taj  pensioners  resident  in  the  State  of  Kentucky,  to  be 
transferred  on  tlieir  application,  from  Ihe  ageuciua  in  Ken- 
IHcky  to  tlie  agency  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LYON,  it  was 

Retoisb/,  That  the  memorial  from  the  citixens  of  the  city 
of  Detroit,  relative  to  tlie  construction  of  a  canal  around  Ihe 
nifiids  of  tbe  St.  Mary's  river,  near  the  foot  of  Lake  Supe- 
rior, wbich  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Koads  and 

CajiaJs  on  tbe instant,  be  printed  fur  tbe  use  of  ibis 

Hutise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SIMONS,  it  was 
Retolvti,  That  the  lithographing,  engraving,  or  printing 
of  oaaps  for  tbe  House,  shall  not  include  any  expense,  nor 
autborize  any  payment,  fur  tbe  coloring  of  such  maps,  un- 
less specially  ordered. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  moved  the  following  resolu- 
tion: which  was  read,  and  laid  upon  the  table  one 
dajr,  under  the  rule: 

Rese/retf,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed 
to  inform  tllis  Ilouse.the  amount  of  duties  received  on  im- 
ported salt;  also, 'the  qiianllty  imported,  the  probable  cost 
of  collecting  the  duties,  and  the  probable  force  required  in 
the  several  custom-boose.^  to  collect  said  duties ;  also,  that 
he  report  the  amount  allowed  for  drawbacks  and  Ashing 
bounties,  and  the  amount  of  net  revenue  derived  IVom  the 
•all  t.a  going  into  tbe  Treaatuy  for  tbe  support  of  Oovern- 
menl. 

Ml .  MelLVAINE  offered  the  following  reso- 
lution; which  was  read;  and,  debate  arising  there- 
on, it  was  laid  over,  under  the  rule: 

JZesolsed,  That  Ibe  Secretary  of  War  be  requested  to  re- 
port l»  this  House  tbe  names  and  number  of  Ibe  gradaaiea 
ofllae  West  Point  Academy  in  each  year,  for  tbe  last  ten 
yettss ;  what  number  of  said  graduates  passed  into  the  ser- 
vice of  tbe  UniiMl  States,  staling  which  branch  of  the  ser- 
,Tice  ;  whetber  any  of  those  so  entered  into  the  service  of 
tlie  LTnited  States  have  resigned,  and  the  date  of  xuch  res- 
iaiiation ;  also,  wbetber  Ibe  persons  so  resigning  were  un- 
der orders  from  Ibe  Department  for  active  service,  and  tlie 
4«te  of  sneb  orders. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  it  was 
tUmltei,  That  the  Comminee  on  Public  Lands  be  in- 
■trucled  to  inquire  into  the  axpediency  of  reporting  a  bill  to 
appropriate  tbe  refuse  of  the  public  lands  in  Shawneetown 
ai»d  Palestine  districts,  and  so  much  of  the  refuse  land  in 
the  Vincennes  district  as  lies  ill  tbe  counties  of  Vigo,  Sul- 
livan, and  Knox,  to  the  purpose  of  improving  the  navlga- 
tioD  oftke  Wabash  river,  and  appropriating  Ibe  balance  of 
tli«  refuse  lands  in  tbe  Vincennes  district  to  assist  Indiana 
in  eompleUng  Ibe  Wabash  and  Erie  canal  to  tiie  Ohio 
»»»«r. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  OWEN,  it  was 

ftess/Md,  That  Ibe  memorial  of  Robert  Graenbow,  on  tbe 
aniqeci  of  Ibe  discovery  and  title  of- Uie  Oregon  Territory, 


heretofore  reported  to  the  Senate  and  published  for  tliat 
btidy,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  this  ifouse. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BROWN,  of  Indiana,  it  was 

Raolrti,  That  tbe  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
PosI  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
estabtisliiiig  a  weekly  mail  route  from  Columbus,  in  Bar- 
tholomew county,  to  Westport,  in  Decatur  county,  Indi- 
ana. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH  submitted  the  following 
resolution;  which  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Heiolwrl,  That  theSecretaryof  the  Treasury  be  instruct- 
ed to  furnish  tllis  limine  with  a  statement  of  the  amount  of 
hospital  money  paid  by  the  officers  and  seamen  in  the  mer- 
chant service  on  Lakes  Eric,  Michigan,  and  Ontario,  and 
intervening  waters;  at  what  custom-house  paid,  and  how 
it  has  been  expended, and  whatamountis still  unexpended. 

Mr.  HARDIN  moved  the  following  resolution; 
which  was  read,  as  follows: 

Aesoleol,  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals  be 
instructed  to  Inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reporting  a  bill 
for  the  survey  of  a  branch  of  the  Cumberland  road,  from 
Terre  Haute  through  Springfield,  tlie  present  seat  of  govern- 
ment of  the  State  of  Illinois,  to  Iowa  City,  the  seat  of  gov- 
ernment of  Iowa  Territory,  along  tlie  most  direct  and  eligi- 
ble rtiutc ;  and,  also,  to  inquire  wjjat,  if  any,  roads  should 
be  constructed  in  each  of  the  States  at  the  expense  of  tbe 
General  Government. 

I      On  motion  of  Mr.  FICKLIN,  it  was 

Rewivtd,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  so  amending  the  existing  laws  regu- 
lating the  rules  of  the  public  lands  as  that  the  remaining 
forty  acres  of  land  may  be  entered  by  the  person  who  has 

fireviniisly  entered  fortv  acres  of  any  eighty  acre  Iract  of 
nnfl  belotiging  to  tbe  IJnited  States  ;  and  Ihat  they  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  granting  liberal  preemption  rights 
to  persons  making  improvements  on  tbe  public  lands  in  the 
large  prairies  ;  and  that  the  length  of  time  be  graduated  by 
the  distance  that  each  improvement  may  be  situated  from 
the  nearest  timlier.  Also,  that  they  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  establishing  a  permanent  prei^mptinu  law  to  the 
actual  settler,  so  guarded  as  to  prevent  the  speculator  from 
receiving  the  beneAu  thereof.  And,  also,  that  they  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  graduaiiiii^  the  price  of  the  public 
lands  in  proportion  to  tbo lengib  ol  Umeibatsaid  lands bave 
becu  in  market. 

Mr.  BELSER  aubmittted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  was  considered  and  agreed  to:    ' 

Whereas  the  people  of  the  southeastern  part  of  Alabama 
are  now  put  to  great  inconvenience  and  much  expense 
from  their  remoteness  from  the  nearest  p<iint  in  which  tlie 
district  court  of  the  United  Slates  is  held  incur  Sute :  Be 
it  therefore 

Aesoiced,  That  Ihe  Judiciary  Committee  be  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  forming  another  district  for 
tbe  said  circuit  <M)urt  of  tbe  United  States,  embracing  the 
soutbeastem  point  of  the  said  State  of  Alabama;  and  also 
of  llxing  the  place  of  holding  said  court  in  tlie  city  of  Mont- 
gomery. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McCONNELL,  it  was 
RnoUtd,  That  tlie  Cnroiuiitee  on  Ihe  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads  inquire  into  tbe  expediency  of  cbanging  Ibe  di- 
rection of  tlie  great  western  m-'iil  road,  terminating  at  Mad- 
ison, (the  teiiuinurt  of  tlie  western  railroad,)  in  the  State  of 
Georgia,  so  as  to  run  by  Covington,  McDnuough,  Griffin,' 
Greenville,  Le  Grande,  VVestPoiijt,  in  the  State  of  Georgia  ; 
thence  by  Lalayette,  Dadeville,  Tiillassec,  to  Wetumpka, 
ill  tile  Stale  of  Alabama ;  with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  oiii- 
crwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McCONNELL,  it  was 
Rcfolrrd,  That'  the  Committee  on  Indian  AtTaira  be  in- 
Btnicied  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  authorizing  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  under  the  provisions  of  the 
last  Creek  treaty,  to  sell  to  the  higtiesi  bidder,  at  public 
auction,  the  residue  of  Creek  reservations  under  said  treaty, 
known  ns  dead  Indian  reservations;  the  proceeds  of  said 
sale  lo  be  deposited  in  the  Treasury  of  Ihe  United  States, 
until  claimed  by  the  legal  heirs  of  saht  Indian  reaervees ; 
with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise.  , 

On  motion  of  Mr.  REID,  of  North  Carolina, 
it  was 

RetolMd,  That  tlie  Committee  of  Claima  be  inatnicted  to 
inquire  into  tbe  expediency  of  allowing  Epbralm  Hough, 
of  Surry  county.  North  Carolina,  a  sum  of  money  due  biro 
for  the  transportation  of  the  mail ;  which  sum  he  lost  in 
consequence  of  the  mode  in  which  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment directed  the  payment  to  tie  made. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  NEWTON,  it  was 
Jtetolred,  That  Ihe  Committee  of  Ways  and  Iffeans  be 
instructed  to  inquire  and  report  to  this  House  whether  the 
notes  lately  issued  by  the  Treasury  Department,  bearing  a 
nominal  interest,  and  "convertible  into  coin  on  demand," 
and  now  forming  part  of  the  circulaUng  medium  of  the 
country,  are  authnrixcd  by  Uie  cxi«ting.law8  and  Couslilu- 
tion  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  LEVY  said  it  was  his  duty  to  rtall  upon 
the  House  for  further  action  upon  a  subject  he 
hnd  hoped  was  fully  provided  for  by  the  legisla- 
tion of  the  last  Congress;  he  alluded  to  claims  for 
horses  lost  in  the  military  service  of  Florida.  By 
the  last  act  upon  the  subject,  there  was  a  limita- 
tion of  two  years  affixed  to  these  claims.  Now, 
his.  constituents  had  a  large  amount  of  these 
claima  lying  in  the  office  of  the  Third  Auditor, 
upon  which  he  had  found  it  impossible  .to  obtain 
any  action,  although  he  has  continually  and  earn- 
estly urged  it     Some  of  these  caaea  were  pre- 


sented two  or  three  years  ago,  and  presently  the 
claimanls  will  be  told  that  the  law  has  expired, 
and  their  claim  is  barred;  he  understood,  at  the 
office  of  the  Third  Auditor,  that  the  delay  waa 
owing  to  the  want  of  time.  Whatever  might  be 
tbe  cause,  the  effect  was  injustice  and  outrage  to 
his  constituents'  rights;  and  he  therefore feltxon- 
strained  to  move  here  upon  tbe  subject. 

Mr.  L.  then  offered  tbe  following  reaolotion} 
which  was  adopted: 

j  Retolccd,  That  the  Committee  on  MillUry  AIMr*  be  In- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  referring  Ibe  action 

I  upon  claims  for  horses  lost  In  Ihe  service  of  tbe  United 

i  Sutes,  to  some  other  tribunal  than  at  at  present  provided, 

I  and  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

I  On  the  motion  of  Mr.  BARNARD,  after  a  brief 
conversation,  in  which  Messrs.  OWEN,  WIN- 
,  THROP,  HOLMES,  WENTWORTH,  J.  R. 
:  INGERSOLL.C.  J.  INGERSOLL,  WELLER, 
and  others,  took  part,  the  vote  was  reconsidered 
,  by  which  a  resolution  presented  by  Mr.  Oivem 
[  was  agreed  to,  arresting  the  printing  of  certain 
,  documents  in  relation  to  the  Oregon  territory. 

I     Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa,  offered  the  following 
'  resolution;  which  waa  agreed  to: 
I     Aesoioed,  That  tbe  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be  in- 
'  structed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amending  tbe  act, 

,  orthe26lh  of  May,  1824,  entitled  "  An  act  granting  to  the 
I  counties  or  parishes  of  each  State  and  Territory  in  which 
I  tbe  public  landa  are  situated,  tbe  right  of  preemption  to 
quarter  sections  of  land  for  seals  of  justice  within  the 
I  same;"  so  as  to  allow  to  the  said  counties  or  pariaiies  tlia 
[  privilege  to  enter,  at  their  option,  either  a  square  quarter 
I  section,  or  the  quantity  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acrea  in 
I  any  contiguous  legal  subdivisions. 

I     Mr.  McCLERN AND  offered  the  following  re»- 

I  olutions;  which  were  laid  over: 

I     Aesoired,  Tint  tbe  Secretary  of  Ibe  Treasury  be  directed 

{ 10  report  to  Uiis  House,  at  as  early  a  day  as  practicable,  a. 

j  mbutar  statement  of  the  quantity  of  lantls  in  Ohio,  Indiana, 
Illinois,  Missouri,  Alabama,  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  Micb- 

:  igan,  and  Arkansas,  which  have  tieen  surveyed ;  also,  tbe 
qnantiiy  unsarveyed ;  also,  the  qnantity  seld  by  the  Oov- 

I  eruroent  in  those  Slates;  also,  tbe  iiaanUiy  granted  for- 

I  various  purposes ;  also,  ibe  quantity  unsold,  including  lands 
iinsurveyed,  and  tbe  amonuia  of  money  received  for  lands 

'  unsold. 

Asselned,  Thai  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Tieasoty  be  fimtaer 

'  directed  to  repoa  to  this  House  an  eslimata  of  tbe  probable 

I  expense  Incident  to  Ihe  management  of  the  public  lands 
yet  remaining  to  be  sold  in  said  States,  if  the  present  land 

I  syittein  should  be  continued,  based  on  data  derived  IVoro  its 

I  [mst  operation,  under  tbe  fbflowiiig  heads : 
I.  For  the  extinguishment  of  Indian  liUea. 
9.  For  surveying  and  selling  landa,  including  tbe  eipeniea 
of  the  several  land  offices: 

3.  For  grants  and  donations,  except  every  aixteemb  sec- 
tion for  scbool  purposes,  baaed  on  me  aeraal  qoantlty  bere- 
lofore  granted,  esUmated  at  fi  3Ii  peraefe,and  on  the  aup- 
position  tliat  tbe  grants  and  donations  will  be  *m  gipat 
hereafter,  in  proportion  to  tbe  quantity  of  land  to  be  sold, 

I  as  tliey  have  been  for  the  quantity  already  sold. 

I     4.  For  internal  improvements,  excluding  ezpendittire*  on^ 

I  the  Ohio  and  Missimippi  rivers,  and  ineladlng  tbe  Cupiber- 
land  road,  deducting  the  two  per  cent,  ftind  applicable  to 
that  rood. 

5.  For  the  additional  expense  of  Congress  in  legialallnf 
upon  Ihe  subject  of  tlie  public  lands,  liased  on  the  average 
expense  of  Uie  last  ten  years,  and  on  the  supposition  that 
one  seventh  of  the  expense  waa  cbaigeable  to  that  biaacb 
of  legislation. 

6.  Pot  tbe  amount  of  tbe  Ave  per  cent.  Itand,  aeeared  lo 
said  States  upon  tbe  whole  quantity  of  land  yet  remainin|^ 
in  them  to  be  sold,  estimated  at  $1  35  per  acre. 

7.  And  also  a  statement  of  the  various  periods  of  time 
which  the  unsold  lands  in  the  said  States  have  been  subject 
to  private  purchase,  commencing  with  those  which  have 
been  exposed  to  sale  for  twenty  yean  and  over,  and  ending 
witli  those  which  have  been  exposed  to  tale  for  a  letm  not 
leas  than  Ave  years. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  offered  the  follow- 
ing resolution;  which  was  laid  over: 
Retotvtd,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  requested  to  re  • 
.  port  to  this  House  the  number  oC  cadets  who  have  been 
I  admitted  at  the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point  since  it* 
I  esublishmeni ;  how  many  have  remabwd  tbe  term  required 
I  by  law ;  how  many  have  graduated ;  bow  many  are  now  i« 
Ibe  military  s'ervice  of  Uia  United  Stties,  and  tbe  grade  tbey 
respectively  hold ;  also,  the  aggregate  amouDt  of  money  ap-. 
pmpriaied  to  defray  tbe  sxpeoaes  of  said  Hilitaty  Academjr 
to  the  present  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ASHE,  it  waa 
Remlntd,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be  itislmeted 
to  Inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  the  city  of  Hem- 
phis,  in  tbe  Sute  of  Tennessee,  a  port  of  entry. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  St.  JOHN,  it  waa 

Aesotecd,  Tbat  tbe  Commiuep  on  tbe  Post  OOee  and 
Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  tbe  expediency  of 
allowing  a  salary  to  tbe  postmaster  of  Upper  Sandusky, 
Crawford  county,  Ohio,  instead  of  the  sum  to  which  be  is 
now  by  law  entitled. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  T.  SMITH,  it  was 

Remlved,  Thai  tbe  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  be  dl 

reeled  to  take  into  consideration  the  propriety  of  reducing 

tlie  expenditures  of  the  Government  so  fir  as  the  expendi- 

I  lures  relate  to  the  salaries  of  officers  and  tbe  per  diem  of  om- 

I  cers  aitd  agenb;  and  Ibal  they  inquire  into  Uie  expediency 
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nf  reporting  to  this  Houw,  nt  M  early  a  day  m  convenient 
ol'llie  presenl  session,  a  bill  makiii!;  n  per  ci/nluin  ileduclion 
on  all  saliirii'sllmt  niiiy  Icgnllyanii  constiimionally  IK'  l.^i^- 
lalcd  upon  at  this  liiiin ;  and  nljo  the  pay  of  agent"  or  offi- 
cer? who  receive  a  per  dinni, including  Ilie  menihcrf*  of  hotli 
hranchca  of  the  LcRialalure.  And  for  the  purpose  of  en- 
abling said  cominiltee  to  investigate  and  report  upon  this 
subject  as  right  and  justice  to  individuals  and  the  country 
may  require,  the  committee  have  the  power  of  this  IIou<e 
To  call  upon  any  officer  of  the  Government  or  the  heads  of 
depnrlmcnts  for  such  iafnrinalion  in  relation  thereto  as  they 
may  dceni  proper  and  pertinent  to  the  objects  of  this  reso- 
lution. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  BOSSIER,  it  was 
Raotiril,  That  the  Coniuiittee  on  lloads  and  Canals  be 
instrueteil  to  imiuirc  into  the  expediency  of  removing  the 
obstructions  forming  Ihe  falls  in  Red  river,  at  Alexandria, 
in  the  Slate  of  Louisiana. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SMITH,  of  Illinois,  it  was 
Renht't.  That  the  Cimiiniltee  on  tlie  Pip.st  Office  and 
Post  Road<  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
estnbliahing  a  mail  route  from  Delleville,  Illinois,  by  Athens, 
to  rinckneyville,  in  Terry  county,  and  thence  to  intersect 
at  some  suitable  point  llic  mail  route  from  Sliawneeioivn 
to  Dellcville.  ^ 

Cfn  motion  of  Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL,  it  was 
Anoli'Fd,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judici.ary  he  in- 
■tructcd  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  amending  ex- 
isting laws  respecting  the  costs  of  the  courts  of  the  United 
States  as  to  produce  uniformity  therin,  and  to  reduce  tlic 
standard,  independent  of  that  nf  the  Slates  in  whicli  the 
court  of  the  Uniled  States  is  held. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SAMPLE,  it  was 
Haolrcd,  That  the  Cnniinittee  on  Commerce  be  directed 
[to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  cslablisbing  Michigan 
I  city,  in  the  state  of  Indiana,  a  port  of  entry  ;  anil  that  the 
Lpapers  on  that  subject  be  wiilidtavvn  from  the  tiles,  and  rc- 
I  furred  to  the  same  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  M.  BROWN,  it  was 
Reiolird,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  iu- 
•tructed  to  inquire  into  and  re(Kirt  what  courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  arc  supplied  with  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  Slates  j  and  whether  nil,  or  what  por- 
tion, of  said  reports  can  be  obtained,  and  on  wliat  terms; 
and  whether  a  jiart  of  said  reports  arejiot  beyond  the  reach 
of  said  courts  at  anv  price. 

Raolved,  That  said  committee  be  instructed  also  to  in- 
quire into  iheexpedieney  of  authorizing  iheSuprsme  Court 
,  of  the  United  Slates  to  appoint  some  one  or  more  persons 
to  revise  and  publish  the  decisions  of  said  court  from  its 
llr»t  organization  to  the  prei^ent  lime,  with  a  digested  index 
thereof;  the  whole  to  be  under  the  diriclion  and  approval 
of  said  court ;  and  tliat  said  committee  report  by  bill  or  [ 
otherwise. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  THOMASSON,  it  was 
RctolveJ,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  be 
,  instructed  to  inquire  what  sum  of  money  will  be  required 
to  keep  all  the  boats  now  in  use,  and  those  in  the  process 
of  preparation,  designed  to  be  employed  in  removing  ob- 
structions in  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  river  and  its 
tributaries,  in  cnnstantuctive  employment  lor  the  national 
fiscal  year  commencing  ttn  the  Isl  day  of  July  next ;   and 
that  they  report  to  this  House  the  sum  for  tliat  purpose  in 
the  appropriate  appropriation  bill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LEVY,  it  was 

Retflvcd,  That  the  Coniniittee  on  Roads  pnd  Canals  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  making  an  appropriation  to 
complete  the  iuland  navigation  along  the  coast  of  Florida 
u  far  south  as  Cape  Florida. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DELLET,  it  was 
Resotctd,  That  the  Commiltce  of  Ways  and  Means  be 
directed  to  report  to  this  House  the  expediency  of  contin- 
uing the  operations  of  the  boats  and  machinery  heretolure 
employed  in  opening  and  improving  the  channel  in  the  har- 
bor of  Mobile,  and  the  probable  cost  of  the  same  for  Uic 
ensuing  fiscal  year. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  HOUSTON,  it  was 
R«oIre<<,  That  the  Committee  on  rublie  Lands  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  eoinpen.sating  the 
State  of  Alabama  for  the  sixteenth  sections  of  land  in  said 
State  embraced  within  the  limits  of  the  Chickasaw  cession, 
of  which  she  has  been  deprived  by  tlie  treaty   wilh  said 
tribe  of  Indians. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  RATHBUN,  it  was 
Resoleed,  That  the  Committee  on  the   Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
establishing  a  mail  route  from  Baldwinsville,  i^i  the  county 
of  Onondaga,  to  Wolcott,  in  the  county  of  Uayne,  iu  the 
State  of  New  .York. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  CROSS,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  in- 
structed toinquireintothecxpediency  of  dividing  the  State 
of  Arkansas  into  two  judicial  districts,  and  of  requiring  the 
-  United  States  district  judge  of  said  State  to  hold  two  terms 
annually  of  the  district  court  in  each  nf  the^said  districts. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HAMMETT,'it  was 

ReMlvtd,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
establishing  a  mail  route  Iroin  the  town  of  Providence  in 
the  Slate  of  Louisiana,  via  Princeton,  Bolivar  t-'ourt- 
House,  (;o.ahoma  Court  House,  to  the  town  of  Commerce, 
II  the  State  of  Mississippi. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HUNT,  of  Michigan,  it 
was 

Rtiolted,  That  Senate  document  No.  234,  third  session 
Twemy-Seventh  Congress,  and  the  maps  and  estjaiatea 


connected  therewith,  relative  to  the  navigatioti  of  the  great 
lakes,  and  the  construction  and  completion  of  harbor  im- 
provements ;  and  especially  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to 
the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  Lake  St.  (Jlair,  be 
referred  to  the  Commitlee  on  Commerce,  withinstruelions 
to  report  what  sum  is  necessary  for  said  improvement ;  and 
lo  inquire  iiilo  the  expediency  of  reporting  a  hill  for  the 
removal  of  said  obstructions. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DOUGLAS,  it  was 
Rraohcd,  That  the  Coiniiiitlec  on   Commerce   be   in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establishing  ports 
of  entry  at  Qiiincy  and  Peoria,  in  tlie  State  of  Illinois. 

Mr.  SIMONS  offered  the  following;  which  was 
laid  over: 

Rexoti-cd,  Th.*it  a  standing  committee  of  the  House  be 
nfipointed,  to  whom  shall  be  referred  every  question  on  the 
printing  of  documents,  reports,  or  other  nialter  Iransmitted 
by  either  of  the  Excculive  Departments,  and  all  memorials, 
petitions,  and  accompaining  documents,  together  wilh  all  | 
mailer  the  printing  of  which  shall  be  moved,  excepting  bills 
originating  in  Congress,  resolutions  otl'ered  by  any  member,  I 
and  motions  lo  print  by  order  of  standing  committees  of  ilie 
House,  of  reports,  dociimenls,  or  other  matter  pertaining  to  ; 
the  siibjecta  referred  to  such  coinmitt<;e»  by  ihe  House  ;  and  ; 
It  shall  be  thedutyorsiich  Committee  on  Priming  to  report, 
in  every  case,  in  one  day,  or  sooner  if  practicable.  | 

Mr.  BOYD  offered  ihe  following:  ' 

Reiolecd,  Tlmt  the  President  of  ihe  United  Slates  be  re-  I 
quested  to  cause  this  House  to  be  intormed,  at  the  e:irlii!st 
practlciible  day  during  the  present  or  next  srtsion  of  this  i 
Congress,  wliai  is  the  agtrregalc  cost  thai  has  been  incurred 
in  the  construction  and  in  the  maintenanee  and  in  the  re- 
pair of  light  hou.ses,  permanent  and  floating;  iron, or  other 
spindles  ;  beacons conslrucled  ofiron,orof  other  maleriiils; 
piers  of  all  kinds  ;  seawardly  river  >valls,  docks,  wharves, 
breakwaters,  and  olhiT  kinds,  quays,  dikes,  ice  breakers, 
breakwaters,  buoys, embnnkineiiis,  pavements,  jellies,  wing 
and  oilier  dams;  scrape,  dredge,  snag,  and  ail  oihcr  kinds 
of  bonis  used  by  Gnvcrnmenl  officers  engaged  in  making  | 
public  improvomeiiis  and  defenses;  bridges,  permanent  and 
temporary;  culverts,  channels,  canals,  drains,  river,  lake,  j 
gulf,  and  ocean  harbor  roadsteads:  military,  post  office, 
territorial,  and  other  roads:  tools,  instruments,  and  ma-  I 
chinery  employed  in  and  upon  the  public  worits,  civil,  mil- 
itary, and  naval ;  scientific,  and  all  other  instruments  used 
bv  eiTgineers,  and  by  other  persons  in  Ihe  employ  of  Ihe 
United  Slates  In  any  capacity  ;  marine  hospitals;  ship- 
yards, engine  shops,  inachine  shops,  rope  walks,  and  all  nie- 
chanieal  establishments,  and  buildings,  and  ilefensea  con- 
iieeled  llierewilh  ;  dislingiiisliing  lietwcen  the  pay  of  the 
i.lTicers  and  of  the  mechanics  eniploycil  therein,  from  the 
dale  of  their  establishment  lo  the  period  of  the  latest  re- 
lurns.  and  adding  thereto,  but  distinguishing  therefrom,  the 
cost  of  all  tools,  patterns,  models,  and  machinery  of  every 
description  used  by  said  officers  and  said  meclianics  ;  forts, 
block  houses,  barracks ;  oilier  lonificatioiis  for  military  pur- 
poses; all  naval  defenses,  from  the  smallest  gun  boats  to 
the  ship  Pennsylvania,  inclusive  ;  distinguishing  in  the  re- 
ply her(;to,  as  far  as  practicable,  between  the  cost  of  Ihe  sev- 
eral objects  included  in  each  of  the  fo  egoing  items;  also,  be- 
tween the  cost  of  maintaining  and  ihe  repairing  the  same; 
and  also,  d.-signoting,  as  far  as  pr.nelicable.  llie  location  of 
the  several  objects  named  in  tlie  foregoing  inquiries,  Tlie 
answers  to  go  b.ack  to  the  day  of  the  adoption  of  ihe  Fed- 
eral Cnnstilutirm.  Also,  that  the  Presidentcause  this  House 
to  be  accurately  informed  of  the  cost  of  all  mechanical,  sci- 
cnlific,  and  othcj  experiments,  tried  nt  different  periods, 
under  the  direction,  or  with  the  assent,  of  the  Depnrtments 
ofVVar  and  of  the  Navv.  al  the  expense  nf  the  United  Sules, 
accompanied  with  a  brief  and  succinct  account  of  the  na- 
ture, otyects,  and  result  of  said  experiments. 

Mr.  WINTHROP  moved  to  amend  by  adding 
the  following: 

Provided,  That  the  execution  of  this  order  shall  not  be 
permitled  lo  inlcrterc  Willi  the  regular  business  of  the  De- 
partments, and  p.articularly  wilh  the  preparation  of  the  an- 
nual report  of  commerce  and  navigation. 

The  resolution  was  laid  over. 

Mr.  BLACK,  ofGeorgia,  offered  the  following 
resolution: 

RnoUcd,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  practicability  and  propriety  of 
removing  from  the  bed  of  the  Savaimali  river  the  old  hulk, 
wreck,  and  oilier  obstructions  placed  therein  by  the  Uniled 
States  during  the  Bevohnion,  for  the  purpose  of  obstructing 
the  progress  or  the  British  forces,  and  which  have  been, 
and  now  are,  impedimenu  to  the  navigation  and  conimcrce 
of  the  Union. 

Mr.  WISE  objected  to  thcadoplion  of  the  res- 
olution. He  was  in  favor  of  referring  it  to  the 
Commiitee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  BLACK  hoped  the  gentleman  would  with- 
draw his  objcclion.  Wilh  his  view,  he  could  not 
move  to  send  the  subject  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce;  for,  while  we  have  the  power,  under 
the  Constitution,  to  regulalt,  we  have  no  power 
lo  faeilitaU  commerce. 

Mr.  WISE  withdrew  his  objection. 

A   member  moved  the  reconsideration  of  the 


but,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  HopKiMt,  withdrev 
the  moiion:  and,  by  general  consent,  the  subject 
WHS  passed  over  for  the  present. 

Mr.  WELLEIl  moved  the  reconsideration  of 
the  vole  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  sub- 
mitted by  Mr.  Thomasson,  in  relation  to  snag- 
boats  on  the  Mis.sissippi. 

Mr.  THOMASSON  addressed  the  House  at 
some  length,  in  opposition  to  the  reconsideration, 
and  in  frtvor  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  WILKINS  addressed  the  House  on  the 
same  subject. 

The  House  then  adjourned,  without  taking  any 
question. 

The  following  notices  of  petitions  presented  to-day,  wer« 
handed  to  the  reporters  hy  the  uieniliers  presenting  Uiera: 

By  Mr.  M.\CLAV  ;  The  fietiiion  of  sixteen  hundred  cit- 
izens of  the  city  of  New  York,  praying  for  a  reduction  of 
the  rates  of  postage,  and  the  aboliuon  of  the  franking  pnv- 
ilege. 

By  Mr.  D.WIS,  of  Indiana:  Thepetilionof  J.  M.  H.  Alli- 
son and  two  hundred  and  twenty  others,  citizens  of  Indi- 
ana, asking  a  donation  of  land  to  assist  iu  completing  the 
VVabash  and  Erie  canal. 

Also,  the  piMltion  of  William  G,  Boss  and  one  hundred 
and  twenty  others,  citizens  of  Indiana,  asking  a  donatinn 
of  land  tn'coinplrle  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal. 

By  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  (Jliio:  The  petition  of  James 
Lillle  and  filly-seven  others,  citizens  of  York  lownsliip,  ■ 
Morgan  couiily,  Ohio,  asking  tor  a  reduction  of  the  per 
dieiii  compensation  and  perquisites  of  mcroher^  of  Con- 
gress, and  for  sueii  a  thorough  system  of  retrenchment  as 
shall  bring  the  Government  back  to  its  primitive  purity ; 
which  was  referred  to  tlie  Coninilllee  on  Retienchment. 

Bl  Mr.  SIcCLF.LLAND  :  The  claim  of  \\.  H.  Iloag,  for 
the  "payment  of  a  balance  due  on  aeontract  Ibrconslrucling 
a  Government  road. 

By  Mr.  STRONG  :  The  petition  of  several  inhabitanU  or 
Soulhold  and  Kiverhead,  "O  Long  Island,  praying  that 
Gri;cnporl,on  that  islaqiUniay  be  constituted  a  port  of  entry 
and  clearance;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commiitee  on 
Commerce,  together  with  the  papers  on  tiie  same  subject 
presented  nt  the  last  session. 

By  Mr.  BROWN,  of  Indiana:  The  petition  of  Ficldine 
L.  Goblennd  one  hundred  and  forty  two  others,  citizens  of 
Henry  and  Rush  counlies,  Indiana,  praying  an  appropria- 
tion lor  the  Cumberland  road  ;  which  was  referred  19  Ilia 
Commiitee  of  the  Whole  on  Ihe  state  of  the  Union,  to 
which  a  bill  on  Ihe  same  subject  was  referred. 

By  Mr.  FOSTER:  The  petition  of  citizens  of  Cambria 
county,  Peniisylvnnia.for  the  establishment  of  a  post  routrf 
from  Ebensbiirgh,  Cambria  county,  to  Newman's  Mill  post 
office ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commiitee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Po"t  Roads. 

By  Mr.  BIDLACK;  The  ficliiion  of  Martha  Benoet, 
widow  .if  RiilusBennel,asolrlicrof  the  Resolution;  wbicU 
wa-s  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

By  .Mr.  COI.L.'VMER:  Tlie  petition  of  W.  Brown  Butler, 
praying  a  gram  of  land  in  Indiana,  lor  improving  the  navi- 
gation, or  extending  the  canal  lothemoulli  of  the  Wabash. 
By  .Mr.  FISH  ;  The  petition  of  the  Book  of  New  York, 
for  the  pavmcnl  of  Treasury  notes  hona  fule  purchased  by 
them,  but'which  are  alleged  to  have  been  paid  and  canceled, 
and  subsequently  put  into  circulation. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Colonel  James  Bankhead  and  oilier 
officers,  for  the  erection  of  a  chapel  on  Governor's  Island, 
New  York. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Theodore  Frcllnghuyaen  and  otnen, 
for  the  same  purpose. 

By  Mr.  WlllGHT,  of  Indiana:  The  petition  of  SamnM 
Orr  and  one  hundred  and  iwonly  others,  citizens  of  Indi- 
ana and  Illinois,  asking  that  Congress  would  grant  to  the 
I  State  of  Indiana  the  v,ic3ntland  in  the  Vinceniiesland  a* 
H  trict,  forthe  purpose  of  continuing  the  Wabash  and  Erijl 

canal  from  Terre  Haute  to  Evansville  ;  which  was  referred 
It  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands.      , 

By  Mr.  TYLER  :  The  petilion  of  J.  H.  Phelps  and  out- 
ers, praying  for  the  erection  of  a  light  house  at  the  mouth 
of  Cattaraugus  creek.  New  York,  and  for  the  proaecutios 
of  the  unfinished  works  at  that  place. 

By  Mr.  HEICKICK:  The  petilion  of  citizens  of  MMns 
anil  .Massachusells,  for  a  pii:r  at  the  harbor  of  Cape  POT 
Doise,  in  the  State  of  Maine;  which  was  referred  to  tM 


te  by  1 
■inteu; 


pointeu;  and,  after  some  conversational  debate 
between  Messrs.  WISE,  WELLER,  STEEN- 
ROD,  A.  V.  BROWN,  und  BLACK,  the  motion 
for  reconsideration  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution, 

Mr.  THOMPSON  moved  lo  lay  iton  the  table; 


Commitlee  on  Commerce. 

Also,  petitions  of  citizens  of  KennebuiiK  Port,  and  hen- 
nebunk,  State  of  Maine,  for  a  dry-dock  at  the  navy  yard  at 
Kiuery,  near  Portsmouth,  New  llainp-hire}.  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Commitlee  on  Commerce. 

Also,  the  piitition  of  Lot  Davis,  for  a  pension  ;  wlucBWls 
referred  to  the  Commiitee  on  Invalijl  Pensions. 

By  Mr.  McCAUSLEN:  The  petition  of  numerous  cIM- 
I  zens  of  Jefferson  county,  Ohio,  lo-  the  establishment  of  a 
I  bridge  at  Wheeling,  Virginia;  nliich  was  referred  to  a  Oom- 
1  ininee  of  the  Whole  House.  . 

i       By  Mr.  PURDY:  The  petition  of  John  A.  Collier  sna 

I  one  1 dred  and  seventy  five  inhabitants  of  Broome  coiiii- 

tv.  New  York,  for  the  ri^sloration  of  General  Gaines  lo  all 
rank,  and  for  oilier  purposes ;  which  wa«  referred  to  the 

Coi ttce  on  Military  .Aflairs.  .   ,.  v;. 

Also,  the  pennon  of  Butler  Maynnrd  and  others,  inhawt- 
anls  of  Madison  countv.  New  York,  for  Ihc  reduction  of 
postage  and  regulation  of  the  franking  iirivilege  ;  which  wu 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  ihe  Post  Office  and  Port 

Also,  the  petition  of  Elizabeth  Mead,  of  Chenango  coun- 
ty, Ne>v  York,  tor  relief,  on  account  of  property  deilroyea 
by  the  enemv,  and  the  revolutionary  services  of  her  hus- 
band ;  which'  was  referred  lo  the  Committee  on  Revoluucn- 
arv  Claims.  .  , 

By  Mr.  GREEN,  of  New  York:  The  petition  of  the  (HU- 
zens  of  Puliiieyville,  Wayne  county.  New  York,  asking  lor 
an  appropriation  to  improve  llic  harbor  of  thsl  place. 

By  Mr.  PAKMENTER:   The  petition  of  Cbarlaa  W. 
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IVnisnn,  Tor  an  appmprlsc40ii  for  the  b«neAt  of  a  fund  for 
a  library,  to  be  awd  by  Uia  aeamen  of  the  United  Staiea 
N»»y. 

Oy  Mr.  DODGB,  of  Wiacondn  :  The  memorial  of  tlie 
Council  and  Iloute  of  Represcjitnlivea  of  liie  Territory  of 
iVt$consin,  Mf<lcitif  Coiigrcn*  to  malte  an  appropriation  to 
defraythe  expeosesofthe  Legislative  Assembly  of  said  Ter- 
ritory, fur  tljetr  sesbions  held  in  Drcember  and  January  last ; 
wbicb  was  referred  lo  the  Comniittec  on  the  Territories. 

Also,  n  petition  slftned  hy  one  hundred  and  twenluiti- 
sens  of  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  nicking  Congress  (or  an 
appropriafion  foe  a  roacadnmized  or  other  road  from  the 
town  of  flouUiport,  via  ll>e  town  of  Geneva,  iu  Walworth 
county,  to  the  town  of  Beloil,  on  Itock  river;  which  waa 
referred  to  the  Coromlrtee  on  Roads  and'Canals. 

By  Mr.  CATLIN :  The  p<riiiion  of  the  heirs  of  Joseph 
Toung,  praying  for  remuneration  of  losses  sustained  by  Uieir 
ance^uir,  in  the  burning  of  his  houses  and  buildings  by  ttie 
British  forces  in  the  revolutionary  war;  which  was  referred 
lo  the  Cuinntiltee  on  Uevoluiionary  Pen.^ions. 

By  Mr.  CALDWELL:  A  petition  for  the  benefit  of  laaae 
Adkins;  which  was  referred  lo  the  Cofumiltee  on  Public 
Lands. 

By  Mr.  OWEN:  The  memorial  of  George  Dean  and  sev- 
enty-eix  others,  citizens  of  Indiana,  praying  for  an  appro- 
priation of  landi  to  complete  the  Central  canal  to  Evaiis- 
vUle. 

By  Mr.  St.  JOHN :  The  petition  of  J.  B.  Moore  and  <me 
hundred  and  ninety-nine  citizens  of  Ohio,  asking  Congress 
to  take  possession  of  Oregon,  and  to  form  a  territorial  gov- 
ermuent  therein ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Territories. 


IN  SENATE. 
Tdesdat,  January  16,  1844. 
The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  communitation  from  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, covering  a  report  from  the  Register  of 
the  Treasury,  made  in  compliance  with  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  Senate,  of  December  19, 1843,  aa  fol- 
h>ws: 

A  statement  exhibiting  the  value  of  imports  and  ezporia 
daring  the  year  ending  the  SOtli  September,  1843: 

Value  imparted  free  of  duty $40,470,961 

"  "        paying  duty 48,789,934 

♦89,360.895 

Exports  of  fbreign  merchandise: 

Free  of  duly fS,30.'>,3ll 

rayinfdoty 4,363,440 

9,568,787 
Domestic  produce  ke 90,494,483 

•1110,063,366 

Valoe  of  the  third  ijaarter,  1843,  partly  on  estimate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WOODBURY,  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

PETITI0W8,  ETC. 

Mr.  PHELPS  presented  a  memorial  numer- 
ously aigned  by  citizens  of  Madison  county,  Ver- 
mont, complaining  of  the  present  exorbitant  rates' 
of  postage,  and  asking  for  their  reduction;  which 
was  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  EVANS  presented  a  petition  from  the 
guardian  of  Delia  F.  Cousens,  minor,  heir  of  a 
seaman  in  the  Navy,  praying  that  the  pension  for- 
merly granted  lo  the  heirs  of  John  Cousens  may 
be  restored  to  her;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
miltee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  E.  also  presented  a  letter  addressed  to  him 
by  a  committee  of  several  persons,  relative  to 
French  spoliations  prior  to  1800,  asking  that  he 
would  present  to  the  Senate  the  copy  of  a  memo- 
rial adaressed  by  sundry  citizens  of  Maine  to  the 
other  House  upon  this  subject.  The  letter  and 
memorial  were  received,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  PEARCE  presented  a  petition  from  A. 
Linthicum  and  Benjamin  Robinson,  trustees  of 
Richard  Linthicum,  praying  to  be  compensated 
for  material  for  light-nouses  furnished  atThomas 
Point,  Cove  Point,  and  North  Point;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  STURGEON  presented  a  petition  from  a 
number  of  inhabitants  of  the  city  and  county  of 
Philadelphia,  asking  for  an  appropriation  for  the 
construction  of  a  dry  Klock  at  the  navy-yard,  Phil- 
adelphia, and  urging  many  reasons  why  it  was 
desirable  that  it  should  be  constructed  there; 
among  which,  were  the  distance  of  that  port  from 
the  oc^n,  and  its  defensible  position;  which  was 
referrea  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  ASaii^s. 

Also,  resolutions  adopted  by  the  Legislafure  of 
Pennsylvania,  instructing  the  Senators  and  re- 
questing the  Representatives  from  that  Slate  to 
vole  for  the  indemnification  to  General  Jackson 
of  the  amount  of  the.  fine  imposed  on  bim  by 
Judge  Hall  at  New  Orleans. 


Mr.  S.  remarked  that  this  was  the  third  Legis- 
lature of  that  Slate  which  had  passed  similar  res- 
olutions, instructing  their  Senators  to  vote  for  the 
restoration  of  the  amount  of  the  fine  to  General 
Jackson.  He  hoped  that  the  bill  which  had  been 
sent  from  the  other  House  for  that  object,  and 
referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee,  would  be 
taken  up  soon,  and  passed.  He  much  desired 
that  that  committee  would  report  the  bill  back 
without  delay.  It  was  true,  it  had  been  before 
it  but  a  short  time,  but  it  was  a  subject  which 
had  been  sooften  discussed  thathedidf  not  think 
much  lime  was  required  for  its  consideration.  He 
trusted,  therefore,  that  there  would, be  an  early, 
report,  and  early  action  upon  it. 

The  resolutions  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed.       

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  presented  a  memorial 
from  sundry  citizens  of  Indiana,  concerning  the 
Wabash  and  Erie  canal,  representing  its  great 
value  and  importance  as  a  national  work,  and 
praying  the  passage  of  an  act  granting  to  the  Stale 
of  Indiana  the  unsold  land  in  the  Vincennes  dis- 
trict, or  so  much  of  them  as  may  be  necessary 
for  the  completion  of  that  work;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  ARCHER  presented  a  memorial  from  Rob- 
ert Greenough,  asking  Congress  to  subscribe  for 
a  number  of  copies  of  his  historical  work  on  Cal- 
ifornia arid  Oregon — a  work  in  which  th^claim 
of  the  United  States  to  the  Oregon  is  investigated ; 
which  waa  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  presented  three  memo- 
rials from  citizens  of  Wisconsin  Territory,  ask- 
ing an  appropriation  for  the  improvement  <>f  the 
Wisconsin  and  Fox  rivers,  in  that  Territory; 
which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  a  bill  hav- 
ing been  reported  for  that  object. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  a  number  of  citizens  of 
the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  praying  an  appro- 
priation for  the  construction  of  a  road  from  Che- 
boygan, by  the  way  of  Tachedah  and  Fond  du 
Lac,  to  the  Fox  River,  in  the  vicinity  of  Green 
Lake;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  and  Mr.  CLAYTON  pre- 
sented memorials  from  citizens  of  the  city  and 
county  of  Philadelphia,  asking  for  an  appropria- 
tion for  the  construction  and  establishment  of  a 
dry-dock  at  the  natry-yard  in  that  city;  which 
were  referred  lo  the  Cbmmillee  on  Naval  AITairs. 

Mr.  RIVES  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
president  and  directors  of  the  Trediga  Company 
of  Richmond,  Virginia,  asking  for  an  extension 
of  the  time  for  completing  a  contract  for  casting 
cannon  for  the  Navy;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs, 

Mr.  COLCIUITT  presented  a  memorial  from 
John  P.  King,  President  of  the  Georgia  Railroad 
Company,  praying  for  a  remission  of  duty  on 
certain  railroad  iron;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

REPORTS  FROM  COHMITTKES. 

Mr.  PHELPS,  from  the  Committee  On  Indian 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin 
Murphy;  which  waa  read,  and  ordered  to  a  sec- 
ond reading. 

Mr.  BERRIEN,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  which  was  referred  a  memorial  from 
citizens  of  Virginia,  praying  for  an  increase  of 
the  salary  of  the  judge  of  the  district  court  of  the 
;  United  States  for  the  western  district  of  Virginia, 
'  reported  a  bill  for  that  object;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 
I      Mr.   B.  also,  from   the  same   committee,  to 
'  which  had  been  referred  the  memorial  of  M.  M. 
I  duackenboss  and  other  sureties  of  Samuel  Swart- 
wout,  reported  a  bill  authorizing  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  make  an  arran^ment  or  com- 
promise with  any  of  the  sureties  on  bonds  given 
to  the  United  States  by  Samuel  Swartwout,  late 
collector  of  the  customs  of  the  portof  New  York; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  read- 
ing. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 

On  motipn  of  Mr.  MOREHEAD,  leave  was 
granted  to  withdraw  from  the  files  the  petition  of 
the  heirs  of  James  Sympson,  praying  the  con- 
firmation of  their  title  to  a  tract  of  land;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Ijsnds. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MERRICK,  leave  was  grant- 


ed to  withdraw  from  the  files  the  memorial  of 
John  P.  Pennington,  of  Baltimore,  Maryland,  on 
the  subject  of  his  invention  -tot  navigating  the 
air. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MERRICK,  leave  was  alio 
granted  to  withdraw  from  the  files  the  petition 
of  Thomas  duintrill,  praying  for  a  pension. 

THE  COMPROMISE  ACT. 
Mr.  McDUFFIE  made  some  inquiry  as  to  the 
situation  of  the  resolution  reporteii  from  the  Fi- 
nance Committee,  relative  to  the  bill  reducing  the 
present  tariflf  to  the  standard  of  the  compromise 
act.  Last  Thursday  was  the  day  fixed  for  its  dis- 
cussion, but  it  was  passed  over,  in  consequence 
of  other  business  being  permitted  to  intervene. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tmpore  remarked  that 
the  resolution  of  the  committee  was  ordered  to. 
be  primed,  and  it  was  then  on  his  table. 

Mr.  EVANS  remarked  that  he  believed  the 
resolution  was  postponed  to  be  taken  up  last 
Thursday,  but  did  not  come  up  at  that  time,  a« 
was  expected.  It  was  immaterial  to  him  when  it 
was  taken  up — though  he  would  prefer  that  it 
should  be  some  time  after  the  resolution  was 
printed.    He  was  unwilling  that  it  should  come 

;  to  a  vote  in  a  thin  Senate. 

I     Mr.  McDUFFIE  had  no  objection  to  a  posr- 

;  ponemeni,  and  gave  notice  that  he  would  call  the 

I  subject  up  to-morrow. 

TITLE  TO  OREGON. 
Mr.  SEMPLE  made  some  inquiry  of  the  Chair 
aa  to  the  state  of  his  resolution  for  delerpiining 
the  provisions  of  the  treaty  with  England  allow- 
ing a  Joint  occupation  of  the  Territory  of  Oregon, 
and  moved  that  it  be  taken  up  for  consideration; 
but,the  Chair  having  suggested  that  it  would  come 
up  in- its  order  among  the  special  orders,  he  did 
not  press  his  motion, 

PUBUC  REVENUE. 

The  rAolution  introduced  by  Mr.  Brcesb  on 
Thursday  last  came  up  for  consideration,  and  waa 
read,  as  follows: 

Aesolcof,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  fn- 
strucied  to  inquire  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what  Airther 
provisions  are  necessary  to  give  effect  to  the  act  of  Con- 
gress of  the  13th  of  August,  1841,  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal 
the  act  entitled  'An  act  to  provide  for  the  collection,  safe- 
keeping, iransfer,and  disbursement  of  the  public  revenue;' 
and  to  provide  for  the  punishment  of  embezzlen  of  public 
money,  and  for  other  purposes."  ^ 

Mr.  CLAYTON  said  he  would  like  to  hear 
some  explanation  of  the  object  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  BREESE  said  he  intended,  before  the  vote 
was  taken  on  the  resolution,  to  state  to  the  Senate 
the  reasons  operating  with  bim  for  originating 
the  inquiry  inciicated  by  the  resolution.  He  said 
it  was  by  practice  under  a  law  that  we  are  ena- 
bled to  ascertain  its  defects,  if  there  be  any;  and 
as  it  was  his  fortune  to  be  present  at  a  trial  before 
the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  dis- 
trict of  Illinois  at  its  last  June  term,  when  this 
act  of  the  I3ih  August,  1841,  came  in  review  be- 
fore the  court,  and  received  its  attentive  and  de 
liberate  examination,  he  had  thought  it  his  duty 
to  bring  before  the  Senate  such  deiecu  of  the  law 
as  were  detected  on  that  trial,  in  order  that  the 
proper  amendments  may  be  made.  The  first  de- 
fect in  the  law  was  discovered  upon  the  attempt 
of  the  prosecution  to  show  a  balance  against  the 
party  charged  on  the  books  of  the  Treasury,  and 
for  that  purpose  the  ususi  transcript,  under  the 
seal  of  the  Treasury,  as  authorized  by  the  act  of 
1797,  was  produced.  The  objection  was  taken 
that  the  act  of  1797  applied  alone  to  civil  cases; 
this  was  a  criminal  case ;  and  by  the  common  law 
in  such  cases,  the  evidence  was  inadmissible. 
The  court  being  divided  in  opinion  on  this  point, 
the  circuit  judge  holding  that  the  transcript  waa 
admissible,  it  was  received. 

Now,  it  appeared  to  him  .that  this  question 
should  be  settled  by  so  amending  the  law  aa  to 
make  these  transcripts  evidence  in  all  cases  to 
which  they  apply,  arising  under  the  act  of  1841. 
Other  courts  may  reject  this  evidence  altogether, 
and  a  criminal  may  escape  on  that  ground  alone. 

The  next  defect  discoverable  in  the  act  was  in 
that  part  of  it  which  makes  the  refusal  of  the 
officer  to  honor  ihe  draft  drawn  on  him  by  the 
Treasury  Department  pjima  facie  evidence  of  em- 
bezzlement. Now,  in  the  case  to  which  allusion 
is  made,  the  person  indicted  had  ceased  to  be  an 
officer  at  the  time  the  draft  was  drawn  on  him  by 
the  Treasury  Department.    He  bad  been  t«. 
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moved  with  a  large  balane«  in  hit  handa,  for 
which,  aiUrwardi,  the  draft  was  drawn.  Not 
being  aii  ofieer,  then,  the  law  did  not  apply  to 
him,  and,  consequently,  as  the  court  ruled  a  pri- 
■mafaeie  case  was  not  made  out,  and  the  prosecu- 
tion was  necessarily  forced  to  seek  other  evi- 
dence by  which  to  prove  an  embezzlement — a 
natter  of  very  great  difficulty  in  all  such  cases. 

Again:  the  person  indicted  in  thiscase  had  acted 
aa  receiver  of  public  money,  and  was  charged  as 
■uoh  in  the  indictment.  From  the  evidence,  it 
appeared  that  the  money  alleged  to  have  been 
embezzled  by  him,  though  received  by  him  as 
■uch  receiver,  had  been  drawn  out  of  his  posses- 
sion as  receiver  by  a  Qovernment  draft,  and 
placed  with  him,  and  in  his  custody,  as  a  deposi- 
tary; and  bis  official  deaienation  being  "a  re- 
ceiver of  public  moneys,"  he  was  indicted  as 
■uch,  and  not  as  a  depositary.  This,  the  court 
•aid,  was  the  only  legal  description  that  could  be 
given  him;  that  the  indictment  was  good  in  every 
respect,  but  the  feult  was  in  the  law;  and  inu- 
mated  a  very  decided  opinion  that  the  prosecution 
muat  fail  on  this  ground.  This  being  the  inter- 
pretation put  upon  the  law  by  a  highly  respect- 
able judicial  tribunal  of  the  country,  it  becomes 
necessary  that  it  should  be  revised,  and  all  proper 
amendments  made  to  give  it  full  effect. 

However  much  we  may  differ  upon  other  sub- 
jects, he  had  no  doubt  but  that  all  would  mani- 
fest a  becoming  anxiety  to  render  effective  a  law 
having  for  its  object  the  punishment  of  those  who 
■hall  embeazle  the  public  moneys  intrusted  to 
them  for  safe-keeping;  those  who,  so  regardless  of 
their  own  character  and  of  their  moral  and  legal 
obligations,  procure  high  ofHcial  stations  for  the 
purposes  of  plunder,  and,  disgracing  themselves 
by  committing  a  criminal  act,  yet  go"  un  whipped 
of  justice"  by  the  inefficiency  of  the  law. 

Having  discharged  what  he  deemed  to  be  his 
duty,  in  bringing  the  supposed  defects  of  the  law 
to  the  notice  of  the  Senate,  be  would,  in  conclu- 
■ion,  express  the  hope  that  they  might  arrest  the 
attention  of  the  Judiciary  Committee,  to  which 
the  resolution  would  go,  so  that  the  defects  may 
be  remedied. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  resolution; 
and  it  was  adopted. 

WINNEBAGO  INDIANS. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr. 
Bentoh  yesterday,  came  up  for  consideration, 
and  was  agreed  to: 

Rmohtd,  Tbm  the  Committee  on  Indian  Aflfliin  b«  di- 
rected lo  inquire  wbcthRr  any  wrong  or  injury  hai  been 
done  to  ihA  Wianeba^o  IndianflbywiUihotdiDg  part  of  their 
annuity,  or  by  applying  any  part  thereof  to  unautliorized 
purpotee. 

Mr.  B.  submitted  a  communication  in  connec- 
tion with  the  subject  of  the  resolution;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

RBtlEF  OP  SEAMEN. 

The  bill  entitled  an  act  to  supply  a  deficiency 
in  the  appropriation  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Ist 
June,  1844,  for  the  relief  and  protection  of  Amer- 
ican seamen,  was  taken  up,  and  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

POX  AND  WISCONSIN  RirERS. 
The  bill  granting  a  certain  quantity  of  land  to 
aid  in  the  improvement  of  Fox  and  Wisconsin 
rivers^  in  Wisconsin  Territory,  and  to  connect 
the  same  by  a  canal,  came  up  for  consideration, 
but  was  passed  over  informally,  the  gentleman 
who  reported  it  not  being  in  his  seat. 

INSANE  ASYLUM. 

The  bill  providing  for  the  insane  asylum  in  tho 
DiMrict  of  Columbia  came  up,  and  was  passed 
over  informally,  for  a  like  reason. 

LAND  CLAIMS. 

Senate  bill  No.  SO,  providing  for  "  the  adjust- 
ment of  land  claims  within  the  Slates  of  Louis-  j 
iana,  Misaisaippi,  Alabama,  Arkansas,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  waa  taken  up  as  in  Committee  \ 
of  the  Whole,  and  a  substitute  reported  by  the  I 
Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims  was  read  i 
through.  \ 

The  title  of  the  substitute  is:  "A  bill  to  provide  ' 
for  the  adjustment  of  land  claims  within  the  States 
of  Missouri,  Arkansas,  Louisiana,  and  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Iowa,  and  in  those  parts  of  the  States  j 
of  Miaait^iinpi  and  Alabama  aouth  of  the  thirty- ! 


first  degree  of  north  latitude,  and  between  the 
Mississippi  and  Perdido  rivera." 
•  The  substituted  bill  goes  on  to  state  that  so 
much  of  the  act  of  S6th  of  May,  1824,  entitled 
"An  act  to  enable  claimants  lo  land  wiihin  the 
Stale  of  Missouri  and  Territory  of  Arkansas  to 
institute  proceedings  to  try  the  validity  of  their 
claims;"  and  the  act  amendatory  thereto,  ap- 
proved on  the  24th  day  of  May,  1828,  entitled 
"  An  act  to  continue  in  force,  for  a  limited  time, 
and  to  amend  the  act  of  1824,"  so  far  as  relates 
to  the  State  of  Missouri,  (excluding  all  such  por- 
tions of  said  acts  as  referred  to  the  Territory  of 
Arkansas,)  shall  be  revived  and  reiinacted,  to  con- 
tinue in  force  for  the  term  of  five  years,  and  no 
longer;  extending  the  provisions  of  those  acta  to 
the  States  of  Louisiana  apd  Arkansas  and  Terri- 
tory of  Iowa,  and  to  the  parts  of  the  States  of 
Mississippi  and  Alabama  specified  in  the  title  of 
the  substitute. 

The  substitute,  which  occupied  a  long  time  in 
being  read,  consists  of  fourteen  pages  of  very 
minute  details. 

When  it  had  been  read  through, 

Mr.  SEVIEHobaervedthatilappeared  to  him, 
from  the  reading  of  the  bill,  that  the  Committee 
on  Private  Land  Claims  had  reported  another, 
and  a  very  different  bill  from  the  original  one  in- 
troduced by  the  Senator  from  Louisiana,  [Mr. 
Barrow,]  which  he  had  understood  was  a  mere 
copy  of  the  bill  that  had  already  passed  the  Sen- 
ate several  times.  He  therefore  inquired  of  the 
chairman  of  that  committee,  [Mr.  Henderson,] 
what  had  become  of  the  original  bill  ? 

^r.  HENDERSON  replied,  that  the  Senator 
from  Arkansas  was  mistaken  in  supposing  the 
original  bill  referred  to  the  committee  was  the  bill 
which  had  heretofore  passed  the  Senate.  It  was 
one  introduced  by  the  Senator  from  Louisiana, 
[Mr.  Barrow,]  the  same  in  substance,  but  en- 
larged in  details;  and  the  substitute  reported  by 
the  committee  did  not  differ  essentially,  but  went 
still  more  mlnutcly.and  in  detail  into  provisions 
which  the  investigation  and  consideration  of  the 
committee  had  thought  necessary  for  the  protec- 
tion of  both  the  claimants  and  the  Qovernment. 
They  considered  the  original  bill,  and  also  the 
bill  which  had  heretofore  passed  the  Senate,  de- 
fective in  many  particulars,  (which  he  pointed 
out  in  detail;)  and  therefore  had  recommended 
the  substitute  now  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  KING  wished  to  know  from  the  honor- 
able Senator,  whether  the  bill  now  before  the 
Senate  waa  the  bill  of  the  Senator  from  Louis- 
iana. 

Mr.  HENDERSON  replied,  that  substantially 
it  was. 

Mr.  KING  thought  this  a  very  important  bill, 
and  that  it  ought  to  receive  due  consideration. 
Many  Senators,  no  doubt,  supposing  it  was  the 
same  bill  which  had  heretofore  passed  the  Senate, 
had  not  probably  looked  into  it  as  minutely  as 
was  necessary  to  give  a  proper  understanding  of  j 
its  provisions.    He  had  not  himself  had  an-op- 
po'rtunity  of  turning  hia  attention  to  the  provis- 
ions whiah  varied  from  the  former  bill,  nor  did 
he  suppose  other  Senators  had.     He,  therefore, 
thought  ihe  proper  course  would  be  to  postpone  i 
its  further  consideration  till  there  wbuld  be  time  ! 
to  examine  into  the  matter.     He  was  as  anxious  I 
as  any  one  to  do  justice  to  the  claimants;  but,  in  ' 
doing  this,  the  rights  of  the  Qovernment  had  also  . 
to  be  considered  and  protected. 

Mr.  SEVIER  hoped  the  bill  would  be  post-  ' 
poncd.  He  staled  the  circumstances  under  which 
the  subject  had  first  been  brought  before  the  Sen- 
ate in  1824,  and  referred  to  a  committee,  of  which 
the  Senator  from  Missouri  [.Mr.  IBentom]   was  j 
chairman,  and  who  reported  the  bill  of  that  time. 
The  act  of  1828  only  revived  the  act  of  1824;  and  ' 
the  bill  which  had  more  recently  several   times 
passed  the  Senate  was  an  extension  of  those  acts, 
with  such  modifications  us  the  changes  of  juris- 
diction and  other  circijmstances  required.     He 
had  suppnaed  the  Senator  from  Louisiana  [Mr.  '• 
BARnoiv]  had  introduced  a  mere  copy  of  the  bill  , 
which  heretofore  had  passed  the  Senate,  and  ex-  ' 
pected  the  committee  would  have  reported  back  | 
that  bill,  with  but  little  variation.     Instead  of 
that,  it  appeared  to  him  that  an  entirely  different 
bill  had  been  substituted;  and  (hat  several  of  the  ' 
provisions  of  this  substitute  were  hostile  to  some 
of  the  objecta  which  the  friends  of  the  measure  j 
had  in  view,  with  regard  to  oblaintng  an  equita-  II 


ble  adjustment  of  those  claims  between  the  claim- 
ants and  the  Government.  He  might  be  mis- 
taken in  this;  and  perhaps,  on  further  investiga- 
tion, might  find  that  the  substitute  regarded  the 
rights  of  both;  but,  with  the  hasty  reading  he 
had  given  the  bill,  he  was  inclined  to  think  it  was 
of  such  a  nature  as  should  compel  him  to  vote 
sgainst  it  in  the  shape  reported  from  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  BARROW  explained  that  he  had  been 
satisfied  with  making  his  bill  a  transcript  of  that 
which  had  heretofore  passed  the  Senate.  But, 
when  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pri- 
vate Lan4  Claims,  he  found  that  there  were  some 
imperfections  in  it  which  the  committee  proposed 
to  remedy.  Supposing  tKat  the  gentlemen  who 
recommended  these  improvements  understood  the 
matter  better  than  he  did,  when  they  proposed 
drawing  up  a  new  bill,  he  was  disposed  to  leave 
it  in  their  hands.  He  was  anxious  to  have  the 
unsettled  claims,  which,  for  thirty  years,  had 
been  a  source  of  conflicting  interests  and  juris- 
diction, settled  forever;  and  therefore  he  was  not 
fastidious  about  the  manner  in  which  it  was  done, 
if  it  could  be  done  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  parties. 

Mr.  KING  inquired  of  the  Senator  from  Lou- 
isiana [Mr.  Barrow]  if  the  bill  he  sent  to  the 
committee  was  not  the  same  bill  as  that  which 
had  heretofore  passed  the  Senate? 

Mr.  BARROW  said  it  was  precisely  the  same. 

Mr.  KING  then  remarked  that  the  bill  should 
have  been  reported  back,  with  the  proposed 
amendments  suggested  by  the  committee,  the  ne- 
cessity for  which  the  Senate  would  consider  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  This  was  the  usual 
course;  and  it  would  have  been  much  better  and 
much  more  satisfactory  if  that  course  bad  been 
adopted  in  this  instance. 

Mr.  HENDERSON  did  not  know  that  it  was 
not  the  usual  course  for  a  committee  to  report 
back  merely  a  substitute  for  the  bill  referred  to  it. 
He  thought  perhaps  it  would  be  best  to  have  not 
only  the  original  bill,  now  io  the  manuscript  of 
the  Senator  from  Louisiana,  printed  with  ihesuk-^ 
stitute;  but  also  the  bill  which  had  heretofore* 
passed  the  Senate.  He  should,  therefore,  suggest 
the  propriety  of  postponing  the  consideration  of 
the  subject  to  a  more  distant  day  than  Monday, 
with  a  view  of  having  ihe  bill  of  the  Senator  from 
Louisiana,  and  the  bill  on  the  files  of  the  Senate, 
printed  uniformly  with  the  substitute,  and  fur- 
nished to  Senators,  so  that  they  could  compare 
all  three,  and  see  what  were  the  variations  recom- 
mended bythe  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 
He  suggested  the  postponement  to  Wednesday 
of  next  week. 

After  some  further  debate  on  the  legal  ques- 
tions of  jurisdiction  and  the  effects  of  referring 
the  invpBti^niion  of  claims,  in  certain  cases,  to 
the  United  Stales  district  courts  or  circuit  courts, 
between  Messrs.  SEVIER  and  HENDERSON, 
the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  was  post- 
poned to  Wediifsday.the  25ih  instant,  and,  with 
the  bill  passed  by  the  Senate  lost  session,  and  the 
original  bill,  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ARCHER,  the  Senate  then 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  executive  busi- 
ness; and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  ihs 
doors  were  opened. 

APPOINTMENTS  IN  THE  NAVT. 

Mr.  BAYARDoffered  the  following  resolution; 
which  was  agreed  to: 

RttilceJ,  That  tiK  Seorctnry  of  ili<-  Navy  be  dirrcird  to 
inform  tlic  Senate  wlielticr,  jiincc  tlie  4ih  day  of  An$i»<, 
1613,  any  nppointinenls  liave  been  mnde  ol  aclin;  niidabip- 
nieii  or  of  Minsterf'  mates,  uiitier  ilie  age  of  twenty  one 
yea»,  in  tlie  Navy  of  Uie  liniied  8tate<;  and,  if  any  •ueli 
nppoiiimeiits  bave  hern  niude,  of  etiber  claM  of  otSeen, 
to  jitaie  by  wbat  nutbority  tlicy  have  been  luade.  tlic  num- 
ber appninied,  to  what  iihips  ttiey  are  at  :aelied,  when  tliey 
were  npiKiiuIed,  and  the  names  and  a^ia  respectively  of 
Ibe  indiv'Hiualii  so  appointed. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvt»D\T,  January  16,  1844. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
•      REDUCTION  OP  POSTAGE. 
Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  aaked  leave  lo  pre- 
sent a  memorial  in  relation  to  a  reduction  of  post- 
age.    It  was  similar  lo  many  others  which  had 
been  presented  to  the  House;  but  inasmuch  as  it 
had  been  urged  upon  the  aucniion  of  the  Hous* 
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tuy  a  deputation  of  the  highest  respectability,  he 
■aked  that  the  memorial  be  now  received,  and 
referred  to  the  Committq^  on  the  Poat  Office  and 
Post  Roads.  The  prayer  of  the  memorial  was 
merely  for  a  redaction  of  postage  in  a  general 
Tiew— 

Mr.  BOYD.  I  object,  if  there  is  a  speech  to 
be  made. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL.  Does  the  gentleman 
object  to  the  reception  of  the  memorial! 

Mr.  BOYD.  Not  at  all.  I  only  object  to  the 
speech. 

The  memorial  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

CHEROKEE  CLAIMS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  C.  JOHNSON,  by  leaTe,  it 

waa 

Rmotnti,  That  s  rabpena  inue  tn  Colooel  Cbarte*  K. 
(Sardner,  the  fecretaiy  of  the  comniimioDerB  for  adjusting 
Cherokee  cUimS)  for  the  purpose  or  giving  evidence  before 
the  Committee  on  Indian  AmUrs ;  and  that  he  bring  with 
Ua  all  recotdi  and  papers  ooanecled  with  the  nid  bnti- 


The  SPEAKER  requested  Mr.  Boto  to  occu- 
py the  chair  temporarily. 

CLERK  TO  A  COMHITTEE. 

Mr.  ELMER  tfaked  that  the  Committee  of 
Elections  be  authorized  to  employ  a  clerk  for 
twenty  davs.  The  committee  had  arrived  at  that 
stage  of  tneir  business  when  the  serrices  of  a 
clerk  were  indispensably  necessary. 

Mr.  BARNARD  desired  to  be  informed  by 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  when  a  report 
might  be  expected  from  them  on  the  subject  of 
persons  occupying  seats  upon  that  floor  from  the 
foar  States  of  this  Union  where  elections  were 
held  by  general  ticket? 

Mr.  ELMER  replied  that  the  committee  would 
be  prepared  to  report  in  a  very  few  days. 

Mr.  CARROLL  said  on  a  former  day  he  had 
objected  to  a  proposition  similar  to  that  now  made. 
As  the  permission  was  now  asked  for  a  limited 
period  only,  if  the  employment  of  a  clerk  would 
expedite  the  business,  he,  for  one,  would  most 
cheerfully  accede  to  it. 

The  proposition  was  agreed  to. 

The  Speaker  resumed  the  chair. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  asked  leave  to  pre- 
sent some  reports  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  inquired  whether  re- 
ports from  standing  committees  were  not  first  in 
order.  He  desired  to  make  •  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands;  and  he  moved  that 
the  previous  orders  be  suspended,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  receiving  from  the  standing  committees 
such  reports  as  would  not  give  rise  to  debate. 

The  proposition  was  agreed  to ;  and  the  stand- 
ing committees  were  called  for  reports. 

Mr.  McKAY,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  the  following  bills;  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  and  ordered  to  be  printed: 

A  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  payment 
of  revolutionary  and  otner  pensioners  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  on  the  30th 
of  June,  1845; 

A  bill  making  appropriations  for  certain  forti- 
fications of  the  United  States  for  the  fiscal  year 
beginning  on  the  1st  day  of  July,  1844,  and  end- 
ing on  the  30lh  day  of  June,  1845;  and 

A  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  naval  ser- 
vice for  the  fiscal  year  ending  on  the  30th  day  of 
Jane,  1845. 

Mr.  VANCE,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  adverse  reports  upon  the  petitions  of  Gid- 
eon Walker  ana  J.  W.  Crane;  which  were  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VANCE,  it  waa 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  be  discharged 
ftom  tlie  further  consideration  of  the  petition  of  Eliiabcih 
Convene,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Kev- 
oiaUoaaiT  Ciaims. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  fl-om  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill 
(No.  18}  to  repeal  a  part  of  the  act  distributing 
the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  among  the  States, 
reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  to  which  was  referred  a  resolution 
of  the  House  of  the  4th  instant,  in  relation  to  le- 


esKzing  the  sale  of  certain  lands  in  the  State  of 
Mississippi,  made  a  report  thereon,  accompanied 
by  a  bill,  (No.  63,)  to  legalize  the  sales  of  certain 
lands  made  at  the  Chocchuma  and  Columbus  land 
offices,  in  the  State  of  Mississippi;  which  bill  was 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  to-morrow. 

Mr.  CHILTON,  from  the  Committee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  made  a  report  upon  the 
memorial  in  relation  to  the  Orphan  Asylum  and 
Female  Free  School  of  Alexandria,  accompanied 
by  a  bill  (No.  64)  to  incorporate  the  Orphan 
Asylum  and  Female  Free  School  of  Alexandria, 
in  the  District  of  Columbia;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to-mor- 
row. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  from  the  Committee  on  In- 
dian Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John 
Mullington;  which  was  read  the  first  and  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL,  from  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  regulate  al- 
lowances for  extra  services  to  secretaries  of  lega<- 
tion  and  consuls,  which  was  read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  I.,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Seth  Sweetser;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House. 

Mr.  I.,  from  the  same  committee,  made  an  un- 
favorable report  on  the  petition  of  John  J.  De 
Wolf;  which  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  COLES,  it  was 

Orderei,  That  tlie  Committee  on  Military  Aflhirs  be  dis- 
charged from  the  consideration  of  the  petition  of  Mary  Col- 
bam,  and  that  it  do  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WISE,  it  was 

Oricrei,  That  the  Committee  on  N.ival  Affiiin  be  dis- 
charged from  the  consideration  of  tlie  resolution  of  the 
House  of  the  3d  instant,  in  relation  to  the  construction  of 
additional  iron  steamers,  and  that  It  do  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WISE,  it  was 

Orierei,  That  the  Committee  oh  Naval  Aflhirs  be  dia- 
eluuged  IVom  the  cnnsiduration  of  the  petition  of  William 
Hubbell,  and  that  it  do  lie  on  tlie  table. 

Mr.  CULLOM,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Pensions,  made  advlrse  reports  on  the  peti- 
tions of  Burgess  Hall,  Alexander  Reed, and  Rob- 
ert Poindexter;  which  were  laid  on  the  table,  and 
the  committee  was  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  thereof. 

Mr.  J.  BRINKERHOFF,  from  the  Committee 
on  Invalid  Pensions,  made  adverse  reports  on  the 
petitions  of  William  Vose  and  Sarah  J.  Jackson; 
which  were  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Indiana,  from  the  Committee 
of  Claims,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition 
of  John  J.  Beck;  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  RUSSELL,  from  the  Committee  on  Inva- 
lid Pensions,  made  a  report  upon  the  petition  of 
James  C.  Hallock,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his 
relief;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  R.,from  the  same  committee,  made  an  ad- 
verse report  upon  the  petition  of  Elijah  C.  Bab- 
bitt; which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PRATT,  it  was 

Oritrtd,  That  the  Committee  nn  the  Public  BniMinga 
and  Grounds  be  discharged  from  the  consideration  of  tlie 
report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Public  Buildings  and  re- 
port from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  estimates  and 
plans  for  the  alletation  and  extension  of  the  Capitol,  with 
ragard  to  a  new  hall  for  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
that  the  some  reporu  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HARDIN,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  joint  reso- 
lution authoriiing  the  Postmaster  General  to  con- 
tract with  certain  railroad  companies  for  the  trans- 
portation of  the  mails;  which  was  read  twice. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  HARALSON, 
Mr.  HOPKINS,  and  Mr.  HARDIN,  and  a  mod- 
ification of  the  resolution  at  the  suggestion  of 
Mr.  HOPKINS,  a  motion  to  recommit  waa  neg- 
atived. 

COMMERCIAL  TREATIES. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  HOLMES,  five  thousand  i 
copies  extra  of  the  document  from  the  Secretary  | 
of  State  on  commercial  treaties  were  ordered  to  ' 
be  printed.  * 

COLLECTION  DISTRICTS. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Illinois,  pursuant  to  notice 


heretofore  given,  introduced  a  bill  to  create  col 
lection  districts  in  Illinois,  and  to  establish  a  port 
of  entry;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

SNAG  BOATS  ON  THE  MISSISSIPPI. 

The  unfinished  business  of  yesterday  next 
came  up  in  order;  being  the  motion  of  Mr.  C. 
Johnson  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the 
following  resolution  had  been  passed: 

Raotvti,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  be 
instructed  to  inquire  what  sum  of  money  will  be  required 
to  keep  all  the  boats  now  in  use,  and  those  in  the  process 
of  preparation,  designed  to  be  employed  in  removing  ob- 
structions in  tile  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  river  and  its 
tributaries,  in  constant  active  employment  for  the  naiiona  I 
fiscal  year  commencing  on  the  fltstdayof  July  next,  and 
that  they  report  to  tills  House  the  som  for  that  purpose  in 
the  appropriate  appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  BOWLIN  opposed  the  reconsideration. 
He  contended  that  these  western  rivers  were  of 
national  importance;  and  that  the  Government 
was  called  upon  with  as  much  justice  to  make 
improvements  on  the  shores  of  the  Mississippi 
as  on  the  shores  of  the  Atlantic.  He  spoke  of 
the  great  extent  of  coast  in  the  valley  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi— of  the  rich  and  fertile  lands,  whoMi 
products  were  transmitted  to  market  through  that 
channel;  of  the  great  number  of  steamboats  em- 
ployed in  navigating  those  waters;  of  the  extent 
of  their  tonnage,  and  the  large  number  that  wei't 
annually  sacrificed  on  the  unremoved  snags,  with 
the  value  of  the  property  thus  lost.  He  was  un- 
derstood to  say  that  the  insurance  offices  of  St. 
Louis  alone  snowed  that,  in  four  years,  losses 
had  been  sustained,  amounting  to  $1,036,000,  by 
the  snags  nn  that  river. 

The  history  of  the  world  presented  no  example 
of  an  amount  of  destruction  of  property  and  loss 
of  life  equal  to  that  which  wasVearly  occurring 
upon  the  rivers  of  the  West.  When  they  heard 
of  a  disaster  which  occurred  upon  the  Atlantic, 
they  were  naturally  shocked,  but  disasters  upon 
the  western  rivers  had  become  so  common,  that 
they  were  announced  in  the  newspapers  merely 
as  the  ordinary  occurrences  of  the  day.  They 
were  not  even  announced  as  calamities.  Mr.  B. 
called  ilie  attention  of  the  House  to  the  announce- 
ment ^VM  loss  of  three  steamboats  within  one 
week,  in  a  newspaper  ofsthe  1st  of  January, 
from  which  he  read. 

Supported  by  these  facts,  he  thought  the  advo- 
cates of  the  improvement  of  the  western  naviga- 
tion came  before  Congress  with  strong  claims  to 
their  favorable  attention.  Four  hundred  and 
thirty-seven  thousand  dollars  bad  been  appro- 
priated for  light-houses  alone;  a  sum  more  than 
sufficient  to  clear  the  greater  portion  of  the  snags 
from  those  rivers.  A  very  great  improvement  m 
that  respect  had  already  been  effected  since  the 
commencement  of  the  navigation  of  those  rivers; 
theproportion  of  losses  had  decreased  from  thirty- 
three  and  one  third  per  cent,  to  something  below 
eighteen  per  cent.  If  the  same  proportion  of 
losses  occurred  on  the  ocean,  it  would  strike  the 
minds  of  gentlemen  with  horror.  It  seemed  to 
him  that  the  House  did  not  take  a  proper  view 
of  the  matter.  They  did  not  seem  to  appreciate 
the  value  of  that  portion  of  the  country;  they 
seemed  to  have  lost  sight  of  its  importance,  and 
of  the  importance  of  those  great  rivers,  which, 
in  his  estimation,  were  of  as  much  consequence 
in  a  national  point  of  view  as  the  Chesapeake  bay 
itself. 

He  desired  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
for  a  moment  to  the  great  increase  of  navigation 
upon  these  rivers.  That  increase  tells  a  tale  for 
the  future;  it  proclaims,  in  language  not  to  be 
misunderstood,  that  the  star  of  the  empire  inclines 
to  the  West. 

Mr.  B.  made  a  comparative  statement  of  the 
shipping  tonnage  employed  upon  the  rivers  of  the 
West  at  different  periotla,  showing  the  vast  and 
unprecedented  increase;  and  he  appealed  to  gen- 
tlemen in  that  House,  whether  this  vast  iiiterest 
deserved  no  particular  attention.  What  would  the 
people  of  the  western  country  say  when  they  were 
told  that  those  rivers  were  not  considered  of  suf- 
ficient importance  to  receive  a  small  appropriation 
for  their  improvement? 

Mr.  B.  adverted  again  to  the  immense  amount 
of  losses  which  annually  occur  upon  the  western 
waters.  In  coming  from  St.  Louis  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Ohio,  seven  monuments  of  ruin  were  to  be 
seen — seven  wrecked  vessels — at  a  place  very 
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properly  called  the  Grave  Yard,  the  meanest  of 
whicli  might  have  sold  for  more  than  sufficient  to 
have  improved  the  greater  portion  of  the  whole 
river.  But  they  were  told  that  the  river  was  the 
property  of  the  Genera!  Government,  and  that  the 
Stales  had  nothing  to  do  with  its  improvement; 
and  yet  it  seemed  to  be  considered  of  loo  little 
importance  to  engage  the  attention  of  Congress. 
Although  the  interest  in  this  subject  was  not  con- 
fined to  the  West,  it  was  ns  extensive  as  the  Gov- 
ernment itself;  it  extended  to  every  portion  of  the 
Union.  The  people  of  the  East  had  not,  it  is  true, 
to  deep  an  interest  as  those  of  the  West;  still, 
they  had  a  very  deep  interest  in  the  improvement 
of  western  navigation.  The  interest  in  that  im- 
provement was  not  of  a  local  character;  it  was  a 
matter  which  concerned  the  whole  United  States. 
The  river  was  one  which  washed  the  shores  of 
eleven  States  and  two  Territories — nearly  half  the  | 
whole  Union.  They  had  a  population  of  about 
six  millions,  and  the  productions  which  they  sent  i 
forth  were  immense.  That  six  millions  of  people  ■■ 
depended,  in  a  great  meosure,  upon  the  East  for  | 
the  manufactured  articles  which  they  consumed.  | 
They  were  purchasers,  to  a  great  extent,  of  east- 
ern manufactures. 

The  cost  of  transportation  upon  the  western 
waters  was  enormous,  in  consequence  of  the 
danger  attending  it.  Vessels  costing  from  twen- 
ty-five to  seventy-five  thousand  dollars  each ,  of 
from  three  hundred  and  fifty  to  one  thousand  tons 
burden,  if  they  could  be  kept  above  water  for 
four  years  might  be  considered  extremely  fortu-  | 
oatc.  They  pay  an  insurance  proportionate  to 
the  danger  incurred,  and  the  increased  expenses 
were  necessarily  laid  upon  the  passengers  and 
those  who  shipped  freight,  making  it  burdensome 
upon  the  traveler,  and  increasing  the  price  of  all  I 
commodities  conveyed  by  that  route.  | 

When  the  storms  of  heaven  destroyed,  they  t 
had  only  to  submit;  but  when,  for  want  of  a  small  ; 
expenditure — when  from  a  mere  neglect  of  duty  ; 
which  lies  within  the  range  of  human  effort — a  [ 
loss  of  human  life  occurs,  it  wasa  matter  of  com- 
plaint.   Mr.  B.  referred  to  the  loss  of  the  Sliep- 
nerdess  near  St.  Louis,  and  touchlngly  described 
the  circumstances  attending  that  awful  catas- 
trophe. ^^f0^  I 

He  appealed  to  th^House,  as  the  Stales  were  ' 
denied  the  power  of  taking  the  matter  in  hand, 
to  do  something  in  reference  (o  it.    The  West 
did  not  ask  it  of  Congress  as  a  boon,  but  as  a 
matter  of  justice  and  right. 

He  sincerely  hoped  that  the  House  would  re-'| 
fuse  the  reconsideration — a  vote  which  he  should 
look  upon  as  a  virtual  denunciation  of  theclatms 
of  the  West.  He  appealed  to  the  justice  and  j 
magnanimity  of  the  House  to  compel  the  Com-  i 
inittee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  report  a  bill  to  [ 
keep  these  snag  boats  in  operation  for  iheprotec-  I 
tion  of  our  commerce  and  the  lives  of  our  citizens.  | 
He  wished  gentlemen  to  vole  on  this  question  ' 
precisely  as^  if  they  had  up  a  bill  on  the  subject  | 
for  final  action,  and  its  passage  or  rejftlion  was  > 
the  final  decision  of  the  question  involved.  I 

Rumor  said,  out  of  doors,  that  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  had  done  nothing  on  this  ' 
•ubject;  and  the  resolution  proposed  to  moke  { 
them  do  something;  and  its  adoption  would  go  ; 
-home  to  the  West  as  an  announcement  of  tne  I 
determination  of  the  House  to  do  something  for 
their  interests.  | 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  said  he  knew  of  no 
■uch  determination  in  the  committee.-  ' 

Mr.  WELLER  was  understood  to  say  that  i 
th«  estimates  fur  appropriations  for  the  western  ' 
rivers  were  stricken  out  in  the  Committee  of' 
Ways  and  Means.  | 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  said,  if  such  was  the  | 
fact,  he  was  not  present  at  the  time.  He  wished  ; 
to  kuow  from  the  gentleman  whether  there  had 
been  anything  like  a  separation  of  western  waters  , 
<irom  other  waters,  or  any  striking  out  of  the  esti-  ; 
mates  of  appropriations  for  internal  improve-  j 
ments,  local  or  otherwise.' 

Mr.  WELLER  said  that  he  had  referred  only  ! 
to  the  western  rivers,  and  they  jjad  been  decided  ; 
against  in  the  only  form  thev  came  before  the  ! 
committee.  The  majority  of  the  committee  were  i 
opposed  to  making  any  appropriations  at  all. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  said  he  could  only  ' 
express  his  regret  at  such  a  determination,  and 
state  that,  when  the  proper  bill  came  before  the 
House,  he  would  offer  an  amendment  making  ' 


such  appropriations  for  the  western  waters  as 
would  be  proper  and  necessary. 

Mr.  BOWLiN  made  a  few  more  remarks  in 
opposition  to  the  rr'consideration;  after  which 

Mr.  STEWART,  of  Pennsy  vania,  said  he 
would  submit  to  the  mover  of  the  resolution  a 
modification  that  would  accomplish  the  object  so 
much  desired  by  western  gentlemen.  It  was  to 
strike  out  "Committee  of  Woys  and  Means," 
and  insert  "  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals;" 
which,  in  his  opinion,  was  the  most  appropriate 
committee,  as  being  favorable  to  the  objects  of 
the  resolution.  The  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  had  declined  to  report  any  bill  for  internal 
improvements;  and  why !  It  was  because  two 
thirds  of  that  committee  belonged  to  the  same 
political  party  of  which  the  gentleman  from  Mis- 
souri was  a  member,  and  denied  the  power  of 
this  Government  to  make  internal  improvements. 
Mr.  Van  Buren  himself  said  that  this  power  was 
not  conferred  by  the  Constitution;  and  added  an- 
other qualification — which  was,  that  the  consent 
of  the  States  through  which  these  improvements 
passed  would  not  confer  the  power;  but  that  an 
amendment  of  the  Constitution  was  indispensa- 
ble to  confer  it.  So'  that,  if  gentlemen  were  to 
pass  a  bill  of  this  nature  iii  his  Presidency,  he 
would  be  bound  by  his  oalh  to  veto  it. 

The  gentleman  from  Missouri  said  that  he  de- 
nied the  power  of  the  Government  to  make  in- 
ternal improvements  for  local  purposes;  but  that 
it  was  constitutional  to  make  appropriations  for 
the  Mississippi  river.  Now,  he  should  like  the 
gentleman  to  take  up  the  Constitution,  and  show 
him  on  what  principles  he  drew  a  distinction  be- 
tween one  river  and  another.  Was  it  the  size  of 
the  river,  or  was  it  the  length  of  the  river,  that 
made  appropriations  for  it  constitutional !  The 
idea  of  making  such  distinctions  could  not  be 
sustained  for  a  moment. 

The  gentleman  talked  about  the  tariff,  and  said 
that  it  must  be  brought  down  to  the  revenue 
standard.  Why,  there  was  a  revenue  tariff  but 
a  few  years  ago;  and  what  did  it  bring  into  the 
Treasury?  Onlv  $15,000,000.  Congress,  at  the 
last  session,  made  a  tariff  which  was  giving  pros- 
perity to  the  country  from  one  end  to  the  other; 
It  had  already  increased  the  revenue  {^4,000,000. 
He  would  here  remark  that  it  was  a  protective 
tariff  and  a  revenue  tariff  combined  that  paid  off 
tl2.>,00n,000  of  public  debt. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  appealed  to  the  Chair  to 
know  if  this  debate  was  in  order. 

The  SPEAKER  thought  it  was  not,  and  re- 
quested the  gentleman  to  confine  his  remarks  to 
the  question  before  the  House. 

Mr.  STEWART  said  he  was  replying  to  the 
remark  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Missouri, 
in  relation  to  the  tariff.  The  gentleman  asked 
where  the  money  was  to  come  from  to  make  these 
improvements;  and  he  thought  he  had  a  right  to 
answer  him,  and  to  show  where  it  was  to  come 
from.  He  wanted  to  show  that  there  was  reve- 
nue in  abundance.  If  gentlemen  would  examine, 
they  would  find  that  the  revenue  received  in  1841, 
before  the  late  tariff  act  was  passed ,  amounted  to 
115,932,000;  and  that  in  1843,  under  the  opera- 
tion of  this  tariff,  it  was  $30,605,000,  being  an 
increase  of  over  four  millions.  Now  he  would  go 
to  work,  and  retrench  some  six  or  seven,  millions 
of  expenditure  from  the  estimates  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  and  from  the  Army  and 
Navy,  and  fortifications.  He  would  contend  that 
these  internal  improvenients  were  better  calcu- 
lated for  the  defense  of  the  country,  than  all  the 
Army,  Navy,  and  fortifications  put  together. 
Mr.  S.  was  going  on  with  his  remarks,  wlien 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  called  him  to  order  for  ir- 
relevancy; and 

The  SPEAKER  having  decided  that  he  was 
out  of  order, 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Indiana,  moved  that  he  be 
permitted  to  proceed   in   order;  which   motion 


Mr.  STEWART  went  into  an  examination  of 
the  powers  of  the  Federal  Government  to  make 
internal  improvements,  contending  thatsnch  pow- 
er was  conferred  by  the  clause  in  relation  to  the 
common  defense  and  general  welfare,  by  the 
cfause  giving  the  power  to  regulate  commerce, 
and  by  the  power  to  provide  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  the  public  mails.       * 

He  attacked  the  veto  of  General  Jackson  of 
the  Mayaville  road  bill,  and  charged  upon  that 


act  that  it  struck  down  the  prosperity  of  the 
country.  He  then  said  he  would  proceed  to  no- 
tice the  effect  of  the  doctrine  that  the  power  to 
make  these  improvements  did  not  reside  in  the 
General  Government. 

Mr.  HOLMES,  who  was  alluded  to  by  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  said  he  admitted 
the  power  of  this  Government  to  improve  the 
Mississippi. 

Mr.  STEWART  said  that  an  appropriation  bnd 
been  made  for  the  Wabash,  and  it  was  vetoed  on 
the  ground  that  there  was  no  constitutional  power 
in  this  Government  to  make  siioli  improvements; 
and  if  such  a  doctrine  were  the  true  one,  the  peo- 
ple of  the  interior  would  be  made  ever  hewers  of 
wood  and  drawers  of  wster.  Tlie  interior  would 
be  doomed  to  pay  everything,  and  receive  noth- 
ing. The  expenditures  of  the  Government  woaM 
go  to  the  Atlantic  States,  or  abroad,  and  the  in- 
terior would  never,  participate  in  the  expenditures 
of  the  public  money.  He  suid  Mr.  Van  Burcn 
denied  that  the  Government  possessed  the  power 
to  jnake  internal  improvements.  The  surplus 
revenue  had,  in  consequence,  been  given  to  the 
States;  and. to  this  he  attributed  the  ^0,000,000 
indebtedness  of  the  States.  If  the  General  Gov- 
ernment had  expended  the  surplus  revenue  in  im- 
proving the  rivers  of  the  country,  they  might  all 
have  been  now  improved,  and  not  a  dollar  been 
owing  by  the  Slates.  Heconiended  thattbcGen- 
eral  Government- did  possess  this  power,  and 
that  it  would  have  been  promotive  of  the  good  of 
the  country  if  it  had  been  exercised,  and  much 
evil  would  have  been  thereby  avoided. 

In  reply  to  a  remark  made  by  Mr.  Jimeson,, 
that  Mr.  Van  Burcn  had  never  refused  to  sign  a 
bill  for  internal  improvements,  he  said  that  Mr. 
Van  Buren  had  caused  the  estimates  to  |)e  with- 
held from  the  House. 

Mr.  JAMESON  said,  if  the  gentleman  would 
look  back,  he  would  finti  that,  in  the  first  year  of 
Mr.  Van  Buren 's  administration,  he  furnished 
such  estimates. 

Mr.  STEWART  said  the  eentleman  was  right 
as  far  as  he  went;  but  Mr.  Van  Buren,  in  183S, 
did  as  he  had  described;  and  while  he  was  doing 
this,  be  increased  the  expenditures  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

Mr.  McCONNELLwasvery  desirous  to  obtain 
the  floor  to  make  some  explanatory  remarks  to 
set  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  right  in 
many  of  the  iKisiiions  he  had  assumed,  but  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  refused  to  yield 
the  floor. 

Mr.  STEWART  proceeded  with  his^marks; 
and,  amongst  other  subjects  embraced  in  tliem, 
spoke  of  the  tariff. 

The  SPEAKER  informed  the  gentleman  that 
such  a  latitude  of  debate  was  not  in  order. 

Mr.  J.  R.  1NGER.S0LL  said  he  was  in  favor 
of  the  motion  to  reconsider;  and  he  would  take 
the  liberty  of  moving  to  amend  the  original  reso- 
lution, whenever  it  should  be  reconsidered,  by 
substituting  something  of  this  sort: 

And  that  the  enramitiee  lie  instructed  to  report  a  hill, 
malciiie  due  and  economical  appropriations  for  all  such  im- 
provements upon  the  lakes,  rivers,  bays,  and  coasts,  as  Ibe 
good  of  the  country  requires  and  tlie  ConstiiaUon  piermils. 

He  wanted  to  draw  the  line  of  distinction  be- 
tween the  exclusive  spirit  of  the  resolution  which 
was  to  !'«  reconsidered,  and  the  catholic  spirit  of 
the  resolution  which  he  should  offer  as  a  substi- 
tute. His  object  was  to  bring  the  House  to  a 
decisive  vote,  which  would  show  whether  they 
were  prepared' to  go  for  universal  improvements, 
whenever  they  might  be  necessary,  or  whether  a 
sectional  spirit  would  limit  those  improvements 
to  particular  States. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  said  that,  being  a  western 
man,  he  desired  not  to  be  misunderstood  upon 
thisquestion  of  western  improvement.  The  grant 
of  a  few  thousand  dollars  for  the  improvement  of 
the  Mississippi  and  Ohio  rivers  mignt  be  consid- 
ered by  some  gentlemen  as  a  mess  of  pottage  for 
the  purchase  of  their  birthright;  but  he,  for  one, 
was  ready  to  declare  that  he  would  never  enter 
into  such  a  bargain. 

Western  people,  who  had  been  accustomed  to 
labor  from  the  rising  of  the  sun  until  the  going 
down  thereof  to  fill  the  coffers  of  the  national 
Treasury  from  their  hard  earnings,  had  learned 
enough  to  know  that  when  the  Government  dis- 
tributed to  them  a  bounty,  it  was  a  bounty  which 
their  own  industry  supplied.    They  had  learned 
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thai  of  all  hard  masters  this  Oovernment  was 
the  worst.  How  long  would  the  laboring  por- 
tion of  the  community  have  to  be  borne  down 
to  the  earth,  if  this  Government  opened  all  the 
sources  of  taxation  within  her  power  ?  Relief  to 
be  afforded  to  the  West  by  means  of  the  taxation ' 
of  the  West  was  such  relief  as  they  did  not  de- 
sire; and  it  was  what  he,  as  a  western  man, 
could  never  assent  to.  They  were  now  groaning 
under  the  load  of  taxation  which  was  imposed 
upon  them  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  interest 
of  the  moneys  already  borrowed  by  the  Oovern- 
ment. Ke  took  shame  to  himself,  in  common 
with  western  Representatives,  on  account  of 
things  which  now  existed;  and  why?  Because 
they  had  not  the  courage  to  stand  up  and  assert 
their  rights.  If  a  man  will  not  take  care  of  his 
own  interests,  he  can  hardly  expect  his  neighbors 
to  take  care  of  them.  But,  notwithstanding  they 
believed  they  had  been  neglected;  notwithstand- 
ing they  thought  they  ought  to  have  appropria- 
tion* made  for  their  benefit;  yet  they  were  not 
going,  in  order  to  procure  these  appropriations, 
to  open  the  flood-gates  of  the  Government  to  all 
appropriations  that  might  be  proposed.  Never 
would  he  consent  to  anything  of  the  kind. 

He  would  make  another  declaration  here,which 
he  wished  should  be  perfecil/  understood;  he 
would  never  consent  to  vote  an  appropriation, 
however  small,  for  the  benefit  of  his  own  partic- 
ular section  of  the  country  or-any  other,  if  the 
money  had  to  be  borrowed.  He  was  as  ready  as 
any  man  to  economize;  he  would  lop  off  all  the 
leeches  which  were  draining  from  the  Govern- 
menl  its  life-blood. 

When  he  heard  ^ntlemen  talking  about  the 
western  people  having  received  abundance  of 
.  lands  fmm  the  General  Government,  it  reminded 
him  ot  a  passage  in  the  Scriptures  where  the 
Devil  is  represented  as  having  conducted  our  Sa- 
vior to  the  top  of  a  high  mountain,  and,  display- 
ing to  him  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth,  told  him 
that  he  would  bestow  them  all  on  him,  provided 
he  would  falldown  and  worship  him.  The  Devil, 
in  that  case,  had  about  as  much  right  to  the  king- 
doms of  the  earth  as  this  Government  bad  to  the 
lands  of  the  West. 

He  was  not  going  to  set  up  a  system  of  exdu- 
•tveneas,  and  say  that  he  would  receive  no  aid  for 
the  West  from  the  General  Government;  but  this 
he  would  say,  that  unless  they  could  receive  the 
aid  they  desired  upon  constitutional  grounds, 
•och  as  would  commend  themselves  to  every  man, 
he  would  not  receive  it  at  all. 

One  word  more,  and  he  had  done.  The  time 
was  when  money  could  be  filched  out  of  the 
pockets  of  the  western  people;  but,  great  fools  as 
they  were,  it  could  no  longer  be  done.  They  now 
know  that  every  dollar  you  take  out  of  their 
pockets  by  your  tariff  is  not  only  so  much  money 
|;one,  but  with  an  accumulation  of  interest  upon 
It;  and  not  only  so,  but  where  you  get  one  dollar 
in  the  Treasury ,  you  take  five  out  of  their  pockets. 
It  was  too  late  for  this  Government  t8  pursue  any 
aoeh  policy:  it  would  not  go  down  with  the  peo- 
ple or  the  West. 

Mr.  HOLMES  observed,  that  he  would  not 
detain  the  House  on  any  of  the  topics  that  had 
occupied  their  attention,  save  the  one  that  was 
regularly  before  them.  He  should  not  say  one 
word  on  the  tariff;  neither  would  he  allude  to  the 
courting  between  the  South  and  West — his  object 
being  to  show,  by  a  legal  argument,  that  the  right 
^  and  duty  did  appertain  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  of  improving  the  navigation  of  the 
Mississippi  river;  and  he  called  the  attention  of 
bis  friends  who  had  joined  with  him  in  resisting 
the  past  system  of  internal  improvements,  which 
embraced  every  section  and  every  interest,  to  the 
particular  proposition  which  he  now  advanced. 
The  proposition  was  this:  That  the  Government 
had  the  right  to  extend  its  jurisdiction  to  facili- 
tate the  carrying  of  commercial  articles  down  the 
Mississippi  river;  which  proposition  he  proved 
by  reference  to  the  ordinance  of  1787.  This  ordi- 
nance provided  that  that  river  should  be  a  com- 
mon highway,  and  be  free  to  all  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States  and  of  the  States  that  should 
thereafter  come  into  the  Union,  and  should  not 
J>e  molested  or  interfered  with  by  any  particular 
States.  Now,  if  the  Government  could  not  im- 
prove this  river,  one  of  two  things  followed; 
either  that  the  jurisdiction  which  it  bad  in  conse- 
quence of  the  ordinance  did  not  extend  to  the  im- 


provement of  the  river,  or  that  the  ordinance  was 
unconstitutional.  What  was  the  ordinance?  It 
was  a  compact  made  by  the  State  of  Virginia 
with  the  United  States,  then  consisting  of  thir- 
teen States;  and  all  the  essentials  to  a  valid  com- 
pact were  embraced  in  it,  namely:  the  subject 
contracted  for,  the  condition,  and  the  power  of 
the  parties  to  contract.  Nobody  doubted  the 
power  of  the  parties  to  contract;  and,  in  that 
view,  the  compact  was  legal. 

He  supposed  that  no  man  would  dispute  that  it 
was  lawful  for  the  United  States  to  contract  with 
the  State  of  Virginia  for  the  land  granted  in  the 
compact,  and  to  parcel  it  out  into  States  and  Ter- 
ritories. Then,  if  the  State  of  Virginia  had  a 
right  to  contract  for  the  land,  and  the  United 
States  to  receive  it, unless  the  condition  was  com- 
plied with  a  reversion  too^  place,  and  the  land 
must  go  back  to  the  State  of  Virginia.  Either 
that  whole  country  now  parceled  out  into  States 
and  Territories  must  revert  to  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia, or  these  rivers  were  common  highways, 
and  within  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Government  to 
improve.  The  proposition  being  laid  down,  he 
proved  it  thus:  the  United  States  eontractcd  to 
receive  this  territory;  but  were  they  not  to  give 
reciprocal  conditions  for  it?  They  were;  and  the 
conditions  were,  that  this  river  should  be  com- 
mon to  all  the  people  of  the  Union,  divesting  Vir- 
ginia of  her  jurisdiction.  Moveover,  Virginia, 
when  she  parted  with  her  jurisdiction,  did  not 
intend  that  any  of  her  sisier  Slates  should  have 
it,  and  so  provided  in  the  compact.  Then,  it 
being  provided  that  these  rivers  should  be  acom- 
mnn  highway,  what  followed?  Why,  (hat  the 
Government  had  not  complied  with  the  condition, 
and  destroyed  the  ordinance.  Further,  no  State 
having  the  right  to  improve  this  highway,  and  no 
State  havingjurisdiclion  overit,  the  United  Slates 
had  the  exclusive  jurisdiction,  and  was  bound  to 
improve  it.  It  must  be  improved  by  the  Govern-  ' 
mentof  the  Union,  ornotimproveil  at  all.  Was  i 
it  contemplated  by  the  State  of  Virginia,  when  I 
she  made  this  cession,  that  the  Governmentshould  | 
be  prevented  from  using  this  highway?  And  if 
the  Government  used  It,  must  it  not  have  the  right 
to  improve  it?  After  continuing  this  part  of  his 
argument  for  a  short  time,  Mr.  H.  took  up  the 
question  of  expediency,  and  rontended  that  it  was 
theduiy  ofthe  Government  to  make  the  necesssry 
improvements.  After  referring  to  the  immense 
annual  loss  of  property  and  of  human  life,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  obstructions  now  existing  to  the 
navigation,  Mr.  H.  declared  that  he  would  go  to 
any  amount  of  appropriations  that  might  be  re- 
quired to  effect  ilic  object  in  view. 
Mr.  WEL.LER  then  obtained  the  floor;  when. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  BLACK,  the  House  ad- 
journed.   

The  follnwing  petilionn,  presented  tn-dsy,  were  banded 
to  Uic  reponern  liy  the  ineinliers  prirseiitiiiK  ilieiii : 

By  Mr.  FICKLIN  :  The  meinnrial  ofO.  W.  KIncadeand 
finy  two  others,  citizens  of  the  crmtity  of  Ltiwrenc'c,  Slate 
of  Illinois,  pmying  a  grant  of  land  in  thn  Wnbash  valley, 
for  the  improvement  of  Uie  Wabash  river ;  which  was  re- 
fened  to  the  Commiuee  on  Roadii  and  CanHU. 

By  Mr.  HUGE:  Tlic  petition  orGilbcrlHuckinghain  and 
others,  citizens  of  Henry  and  Wiijie!>ide  ciiunlics,  In  Uie 
Slate  ot  Illinois,  prayinf  tlie  establishment  of  a  mail  mute 
from  Peoria,  in  Peoria  county,  via  Mount  Howlely,  Wyo- 
ming and  Toulon,  Stark  county,  WeihenAeld  and  Genesee, 
Henry  county,  Sharon.  Crnndeliv,  and  Berry,  to  Albany, 
Whiteside  county,  in  the  Slate  of  Illinois. 

By  Mr.  RATH  BUN  :  The  petition  of  two  hundred  and  j 
thirty  inhabitants  of  Cayuga  county.  New  York,  for  Uie  es- 
tablishment of  a  mail  routo  from  nnlilwinsvillc,  Oneida 
county,  to  Wolcott,  in  the  county  of  Wayne,  New  York ; 
wliich  was  referred  to  the  Cumniiuee  ou  Uiu  Post  Olfice 
and  Post  Roads. 

By  Mr.  PHCENIX :  The  peiition  of  citizens,  of  New 
Vork,  praying  for  an  appropriation  for  the  erection  of  a 
light-  house  on  Tappan  Zee ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Cum- 
mitiee  on  Commerce. 

By  Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana:  The  petition  of  Frederick 
Stinkard  and  one  hundred  and  forty-nioe  others,  citizens  of 
Indiana,  asking  a  donation  of  land  in  the  Vincennes  dis- 
uiet,  to  assist  Indiaoa  la  completing  the  Wabash  and  Erie 
canal  to  the  Ohio  river. 

Oy  Mr.  STEENROD :  The  petition  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty-seven  citizens  of  Clark  county,  Ohio,  requesting  an 
appropriation  for  the  erection  of  a  bridge  over  the  Ohio  river 
at  Wheeling,  Virginia. 

Also,  the  petition  of  the  citizens  of  Wheeling,  Virginia, 
praying  the  passage  of  a  law  to  constitute  a  board  of  exam- 
iners in  each  and  every  port  of  entry  in  the  western  and 
southern  Slates,  to  examine  tiie  qualifications  of  all  licensed 
steamboat  enzineers. 

By  Mr.  DODGE,  of  Wisconsin :  The  peiition  of  the  in- 
habitants of  Jefferson  county,  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  ask- 
ing Congress  fur  Uie  esublishmeni  of  a  mail  route  from 
Plainville,  via  Genesee,  North  Pmirie,  Eagle  Prairie,  White- 
water, Fort  Atkioson,  sad  BaeU'a  Lake,  to  Madison,  the 


■eat  of  fovemnwnt  of  said  county ;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  OlBce  and  Post  Roads. 

By  Mr.  HUBBELL:  The  petition  of  General  N.  V. 
Knickerbacker  and  Ave  hundred  and  twelve  citizens  of 
Steuben  couniv,  for  tiie  reduction  of  the  rates  of  postage. 

By  Mr,  HAMLIN:  The  petition  of  Jolin  Wilkins  and 
seventy  others,  citizens  of  Oatiger,  Miune.  for  indemniflca. 
tion  for  spoliations  committed  by  the  French  in  and  prior  to 
1800;  petition  of  Almon  Twjtchell  and  forty  others,  citizens 
of  Paris,  Oxford  county,  Maine,  upon  the  same  subject; 
petition  of  the  executors  of  the  lost  will  of  John  Pearson, 
n|ion  the  same  subject ;  which  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Forcien  Affairs. 

By  Mr.  McDOWBLL:  Sundry  petitions,  under  the  34th 
rule  of  the  House,  for  a  mall  route  from  Ripley,  Ohio,  to 
Circlevilte,  Ohio. 

Also,  a  peiition,  with  two  hundred  signatures,  for  a  mail 
route  from  Portsmoutli,  Oliio,  through  Locust  Grove,  Bel- 
fast, and  M.nrsliall,  to  Hillsboro',  Highland  city,  Ohio. 

By  Mr,  DANA  :  The  prnceedmgs  of  a  public  meetihg  at 
Penn  Ynn,  New  York,  and  a  memorial  of  eighty-nine  citi- 
zens of  Penn  Yan,  praying  for  a  reduction  of  pos'.age,  and 
the  establishment  of  a  uniform  rate,  wtUioui  regard  to  dia- 
tance. 

Also,  tiie  petition  of  one  hundred  and  four  citizens  of 
Yates  county-.  New  York,  for  the  same  object ;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads, 

Also,  tiie  petition  of  the  heirs  of  Thomas  Park,  for  com- 
pensaiion  fur  property  sold  to  the  Oovernment  during  the 
revolutioiinry  war;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commiuee 
oti  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Also,  the  pinition  of  seventy  Ave  inhabitants  of  Corning, 
praying  Uult  canal  boats  on  the  New  York  canals,  trading 
to  tite  cities  of  New  York,  Troy,  and  Ailiany,  1»«  exempt 
from  taking  out  coasting  licenses,  and  the  payment  of  hos- 
pital money ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Coinniittec  on  Com- 
merce. 

By  Mr.  PRICK  :  Tlie  petition  of  the  citizens  of  Northom- 
berl.*ini1  and  Colunitiia  counties,  Pennsylvania,  praying  for 
the  establishment  of  a  post  route  from  Sunbury  to  Danville, 
via  Snydertown  andRushvillc,ndi>tBnce  of  thirteen  miles. 

By  Mr.  PRATT:  Tlie  petition  of  David  Miller,  f.T  a  fn 
rata  penftion,  under  provisions  of  the  act  of  7th  January, 
183j,  prayint  fur  a  general  law  for  ail  serving,  accocding  to 
lenetii  of  service. 

By  Mr.  KING,  of  New  York :  The  petition  of  inhabiunts 
of  St.  Lawrence  county.  New  York,  to  abridge  the  franking 
privilege,  and  reduce  tiie  rates  of  posuge. 


IN  SENATE. 


WKD!<tsDAV,  January  17,  1844. 

The  PRESIDENT  pre  ttmpan  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  communication  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment, reporting,  in  compliance  with  the  resolu- 
tion ofthe  Senate  of  the  20th  December,  1843, 
the  pfflWIdlngs  under  the  Cherokee  treaty  of 
1835;  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  JARNAGIN, 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  a  motion  to 
print  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

Also,  a  message  from  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  communicating,  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment, the  proceedings  ofthe  court-martial  in  the 
case  of  Lieutenant  B.  C.  Buell,  of  the  Unileil 
States  Army;  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  BEN- 
TON, was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, transmitting  statements  rendered  to 
that  Department  by  the  incorporated  banks  of 
the  District  of  Columbia,  showing  the  state  of 
their  affairs;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

PETITIONS,  ETC. 

Mr.  ATCHISON  presented  a  memorial  from 
James  Patten  and  others,  inhabitants  of  town- 
ship forty-six,  range  two  east,  in  St.  Charles 
county,  Missouri,  praying  the  passage  of  a  law 
confirming  purchases  made  by  them  of  certain 
school  lands,  and  appropriating  other  lands  in 
lieu  thereof,  for  school  purposes;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  presented  a  petition  from 
Pearson  Cogswell,  late  marshal  of  the  United 
States  for  the  district  of  New  Hampahire,  pray- 
ing the  payment  of  the  balance  of  an  amount  of 
money  awarded  him  undera  judgment  of  the  cir- 
cuit court  of  the  United  States  for  New  Hamp- 
shire; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary. 

Also,  a  petition  from  Walter  Loomis  and  Abel 
Gay,  praying  compensstion  for  services  rendered 
the  United  States  on  the  Cumberland  road;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  HUGKR^presented  a  memorial  from  a 
number  of  citizens  of  Charleston,  South  Caro- 
lina, representing  the  dilapidated  condition  ofthe 
building  occupied  for  the  custom-house  and  {ftst 
office  in  that  city,  and  praying  Congress  to  make 
an  appropriation  for  its  repair;  which  was  rfr> 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  EVANS  presented  a  petitioS  from  Levi 
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S.  Bartlett,  of  Kingston,  New  Hampshire,  pray- 
ing for  relief  against  the  violation  of  a  contract 
entered  into  by  the  United  States  with  him,  for 
the  performance  of  certain  serviceaj  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  6REESC  presented  a  memorial  adopted  by 
a  public  meeting  held  at  Olney ,  Richland  county, 
Illinois,  of  citizens  of  the  several  counties  in  the 
Wabash  valley,  praying  for  a  further  grant  of  Ian  J 
for  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  Wa- 
bash river:  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BAYARD  presented  a  memorial  from  a 
number  of  citizens  of  Philadelphia  city  and  coun- 
ty, prayinie;  for  an  appropriation  for  the  erection 
and  establishment  of  a  dry-dock  at  that  place; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs. 

Mr.  MERRICK  presented  a  petition  from  cit- 
izens of  Seneca  Falls,  Seneca  county.  New  York, 
praying  for  a  reduction  of  the  rates  of  postage; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  MOREHEAD  presented  numerous  memo- 
rials, signed  by  several  thousand  citizens  of  Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio,  m  reference  to  the  post  office  regu- 
lations, and  complaining,  among  other  things,  of 
the  rates  of  postage,  which  they  believe  to  be  ex- 
orbitant, unequal,  and  an  unnecessary  burden 
upon  the  people;  and  the  evils  of  the  franking 
privilege  as  at  present  exercised. 

Mr.  M.  remarked  that  the  number  of  the  me- 
-norialista  indicated  the  strong  fcelingwhich  per- 
aded  that  section  of  the  country  upon  the  sub- 
ject. He  found  among  them  the  names  of  several 
with  whom  he  was  personally  acquainted,  of  a 
highly  respectable  character.  He  trusted  that  the 
increasing  importance  of  this  subject,  and  the  great 
solicitude  evidenced  by  the  memorialists,  would 
operate  as  strong  reasons  with  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  to  take  the  sub- 
ject of  the  reform  of  those  evils  into  their  serious 
consideration,  and  that  they  would  mature  some 
measures  in  regard  thereto.  He  moved  that  the 
memorial  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  M  ERRICK  said  he  would  inform  his  hon- 
orable friend  from  Kentucky  that  the  Otnlflmittee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Pbst  Roads  were  well  aware 
of  the  deep  interest  the  public  take  on  the  subject 
of  a  reform  of  the  post  office  regulations.  They 
could  not  shut  their  eyes  to  the  evidence  every 
day  brought  to  the  consideration  of  the  Senate. 
The  whole  country,  it  seemed,  was  awake  to  its 
importance.  He  could,  for  the  present,  only  say 
that  the  committee  are  diligent  in  making  the  ne- 
cessary investigation,  and  in  collecting  informa- 
tion upon  whicn  to  base  some  action. 

Mr.  KINO  hoped  the  honorable  chairman  of 
that  committee  would  not  think  it  improper  in 
him  to  suggest  the  importance,  in  considering  the 
subject  of  a  reduction  of  the  rates  of  postage,  also 
to  take  into  consideration  the  franking  privilege. 
It  was  a  privilege  which  was  more  abused  than 
any  other  sanctioned  by  the  Government.  He 
would  himself  prefer  that  it  should  be  abolished 
altogether,  were  it  not  that  some  inconvenience 
would  probably  result  to  the  public  at  large  by 
its  entire  abolition.  But  if  it  be  conlinued,  it 
ought  to  be  put  under  such  restrictions  and  such 
regulations  as  to  prevent  the  great  abuses  now 
practiced  under  it,  by  which  the  Department  was 
deprived  of  a  large  portion  of  its  revenueff,  and 
its  ability  to  give  mail  facilities  to  those  remote 
sections  of  the  country  which  were  as  yet  but 
sparsely  populated.  He  trusted  that  the  cnm- 
miuee  would  take  this  subject  seriously  into  con- 
sideration, and  not  suffer  any  bill  to  pass  that 
body  this  session  concerning  postage,  without 
endeavoring  to  abolish  the  franking  privilege  al- 
together, or  so  restricting  it  as  to  prevent  its 
abuse. 

Mr.  MERRICK,  on  the  part  of  the  committee 
which  he  represented,  and  on  his  own  part, 
thanked  the  honorable  Senator,  [Mr.  King;]  and 
would  say,  in  reply  to  the  remarks  of  that  gen- 
tleman, that  the  branch  of  the  aiihject  respecting 
the  franking  privilege  had  received  the  very  seri- 
ous consideration  of  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Ofnce  and  Post  Roads.  If  he  was  not  very  much 
deceived,  his  honorable  friend  would  be  satisfied 
with  the  proposed  arrangement  of  that  committee. 
While  speaking  of  the  subject  of  the  franking 
privilege,  he  would  remark  that  the  greatest  abuse 


did  notexist  in  Congress.  The  privilege  was  most 
abused  by  the  fifteen  thousand  deputy  postmas- 
ters spread  over  the  country.  The  loss  of  reve- 
nue by  the  abuse  of  the  franking  privilege  on  the 
part  of  three  hundred  members  of  Congress,  was 
a  mere  bagatelle  compared  with  the  abuse  of  the 

Criv'ilege  on  the  part  of  postmasters.  There  might 
e  striking  abuses  of  it  in  Congress;  but  every 
gentleman  present  would  see  that  the  loss  sus- 
tained by  tne  Government,  through  the  abuse  of 
the  privilege  in  the  hands  of  these  fifteen  thousand 
deputy  postmasters,  (some  of  them  persons  of  no 
standing  whatever,)  must  be  enormous. 

Mr.  SEVIER  presented  additional  documents 
on  the  subject  of  the  claim  of  Brinton  Paine,  an 
officer  in  the  revolution,  praying  to  be  allowed 
the  half  pay  to  which  he  was  entitled;  which 
was  referred  to  the  OVmmittee  on  Revolutionary 
Claims. 

Mr.  PHELPS  presented  a  memorial  from  Wil- 
liam Rich,  praying  compensation  for  services 
performed  as  a  clerk  in  the  pay  department  of 
the  War  Office;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims. 

Mr.  FULTON  presented  a  petition  from  Josiah 
Garland,  of  the  county  of  La  Fayette,  in  Arkan- 
sas, praying  that  a  patent  may  issue  to  him  for 
a  tract  of  land  which  he  purchased  from  the  Uni- 
ted States;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Private  Land  Claims. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  TAPPAN,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition 
of  the  heirs  of  Elihu  Hall  Bay,  praying  confirut- 
ation  of  his  title  to  certain  lands;  which  was  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  EVAN.S,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  which  was  referred  the  bill  to  supply  the  defi- 
ciency in  the  appropriation  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  1,  1844,  for  the  relief  and  protection 
of  American  seamen,  reported  the  same  back 
without  amendment, and  with  a  recommendation 
that  it  do  pass. 

Subsequently,  on  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  the 
bill  was  taken  up,  and  considered  as  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  and  there  being  no  proposition 
to  amend,  was  reported  to  the  Senate;  end,  Ac- 
cording to  order,  it  was  read  the  third  time  and 
passed . 

Mr.  FAIRFIELD,  from  the  Committee  on 
Printing,  reported  in  favorofpriniing  certain  doc- 
uments; which  was  concurred  in  by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  JARNAGIN.from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  relating 
to  the  offices  of  surveyors  general  of  the  States  of 
Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Michigan,  reported  the  same 
back  without  amendment,  and  with  a  recom- 
mendation that  it  do  pass.  The  accompanying 
report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 
NOTICES  OF  BILLS. 

Mr.  BAYARD  gave  notice  that  he  would,  to- 
morrow, ask  leave  to  introduce  the  following 
bills: 

A  bill  to  provide  for  the  establishmentof  schools 
of  instruction  in  the  naval  service  of  the  United 
States; 

A  bill  to  provide  for  the  naval  peace  establish- 
ment of  the  United  States;  and 

A  joint  resolution  for  the  better  investment  of 
the  naval  hospital  fund. 

FOX  AND  WISCONSIN  RITERS. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore  then  announced 
that  the  next  thing  in  ordor  was  the  Senate  bill 
No.  33;  which  was  accordingly  taken  up,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  for  amendment. 

The  title  of  the  bill  is,  "A  bill  to  grant  a  cer- 
tain quantity  of  land  to  aid  in  the  improvement 
of  the  Fox  and  Wisconsin  rivers,  and  to  connect 
the  same  by  a  canal,  in  the  Territory  of  Wis- 
consin." 

The  following  are  the  principal  provisions  of 
the  bill:  that  there  be  granted,  for  tne  purpose  of 
improving  the  navigation  of  the  Fox  and  Wis- 
consin rivers,  in  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  and 
of  constructing  a  canal  to  unite  the  said  rivers  at 
navigable  points,  a  quantity  of  land  equal  to  one 
half  of  two  sections  in  width  on  each  side  of  the 
said  rivers,  and  the  lakes  through  which  they 
pass,  and  on  each  side  of  said  canal,  reserving 
each  alternate  section  to  the  United  States,  to  be 
selected  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office,  under  the  direction  of  the  President,  from 


the  mouth  of  each  river,  and  (torn  one  stream  to 
the  other,  at  or  near  the  foot  of  Swan  lake;  that 
where  the  lands  have  been  sold  or  otherwise  dis- 
posed of,  other  lands  in  lieu  thereof  shall  be  taken; 
that  said  canal  and  navigatioTi,  when  completed, 
shall  remain  forever  a  public  highway,  free  of 
toll  to  the  United  States;  that  the  lands,  when 
selected,  shall  be  offered  for  sale  like  other  public 
lands,  at  the  land  office  of  the  district — the  first 
tier  of  sections,  next  the  nvers,  lakes,  and  canal, 
at  $2  50  per  acre,  and  the  second  tier  at  the  Gov- 
ernment price,  (1  25  per  acre;  that  the  topograph- 
ical engineer,  under  the  control  and  direction  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  shall  cause  the  said  im- 
provement and  canal  to  be  constructed;  the  entire 
cost  to  the  United  States  not  to  exceed  the  value 
of  the  lands  granted  for  the  purpose. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
accompanied  the  bill,  and  set  forth,  in  a  series  of 
resolutions,  the  reasons  which  influenced  the 
committee  in  recommending  the  bill. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  moved  to  amend  the  bill 
in  the  fourteenth  line  of  the  first  section,  which 
ran,  "  and  the  said  lands  shall  be  subject  to  tkt 
disposal  of  the  Preiidtnl  and  Con^TM'.  by  strik- 
ing out  the  words  here  italicised,  and  inserting, 
"be  disposed  of;"which  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  T.  then  remarked  that  he  had  been  in- 
structed by  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  to  re- 
port this  bill,  and  also  to  make  the  report  which 
accompanied  it.  That  report  contained,  in  a  few 
words,  as  much  as  he  could  say  at  length  in  favor 
of  the  measure;  and  having  been  printed,  and 
placed  in  the  hands  of  Senators,  with  the  bill  it- 
self, be  did  nut  think  it  necessary  now  to  occupy 
the  time  of  the  Senate  in  relation  to  the  subject; 
nor,  indeed,  if  so  disposed,  did  the  state  of  his 
health  pe.rmil  him  to  do  so.  He  would,  Inwever, 
observe  that  it  wasa  great  and  important  national 
work  which  was  proposed  to  be  undertaken  by 
this  bill.  It  was  one  in  which  the  General  Gov- 
ernment had  a  deep  interest;  and,  therefore,  it 
was  that  description  of  improvement  which  was 
admitted,  on  all  hands,  to  be  within  its  province. 
It  was  also  one  to  be  carried  on  within  the  terri- 
tory over  which  the  General  Government  exer- 
cises legitimately  its  sovereignty.  There  could 
not,  then,  be  any  obstacle  in  the  way  of  under- 
taking it,  so  far  as  related  to  the  question  of  inter- 
fering with  internal  improvements.  Thequestion 
was,  whether,  in  a  nationalpointof  view,  as  well 
as  in  reference  to  the  great  interests  of  that  part 
of  the  country,  it  was  a  work  that  ought  to  be 
undertaken  by  the  General  Government.  Now, 
he  had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  it  was;  and 
that  it  had  always  been  considered  so  by  the  Gov- 
ernment itself.  A  few  years  ago.  Congress  or- 
dered a  survey  and  estimate  of  this  work  to  be 
made,  with  a  view  of  having  those  two  rivers 
connected  for  purposes  of  navigation.  This  sur- 
vey was  made,  and  returned  to  the  War  Depart- 
ment, and  thence  communicated  to  Congress;  the 
Secretary  o£  War,  in  his  annual  report,  recom- 
mending thnt  an  appropriation  should  be  made 
for  a  more  detailed  survey,  and  a  full  estimate  of 
the  necessary  expense  to  complete  the  work,  in 
order  that  Congress  might  be  enabled  to  act  on 
the  subject  with  full  information.  In  that  report 
he  spoke  of  the  great  importance  of  the  work  in 
time  of  war,  as  well  as  in  time  of  peace.  He 
showed  that  in  the  transportation  of  provisions, 
munitions  of  war,  &c.,  for  the  Army,  in  the 
Black  Hawk  war,  more  had  been  expended  for 
want  of  proper  navigation  than  would  have  com- 
pleted the  work  now  proposed,  three  or  four  limes 
over.  The  object  in  view  was  no  less  than  that 
of  connecting  the  lakes  and  rivers  in  that  beauti- 
ful and  interesting  section  of  country,  with  the 
Mississippi,  the  Father  of  Waters,  and  there- 
by eflPecting  an  uninterrupted  navigation  from 
north  to  south.  A  canal  of  half  a  mile  in  length 
would  in  a  great  measure  effect  this  object;  it 
would  connect  the  two  rivers,  the  Wisconsin  and 
I  Fox  rivers;  and  he  could  affirm,  from  his  own 
inspection  of  the  country,  and  from  what  he  bad 
learned  there  from  its  most  intelligent  citizens,  on 
a  visit  to  that  region  last  summer,  that  there  was 
no  public  work  which  could  be  undertaken  in  the 
Territory,  of  such  vast  importance  as  this.  There 
was  no  work  of  its  magnitude  and  interest  to  th« 
General  Government,  that  could  be  accomplished 
at  so  little  expense.  It  could  be  done  without  the 
outlay  of  a^ingle  dollar  from  the  Treasury;  the 
bill  not  auUtorizing  money  to  be  expended  in  ad- 
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Tance,  but  providing  thai  the  funda'to  be  spent 
sliall  firai  be  realized  from  the  sale  of  the  lands 
granted;  and  that,  at  an  increased  price,  v/hich 
would  save  the  Government  from  any  loss,  even 
by  the  grant  of  lands.  A  survey  and  estimate 
bad  been  made  with  all  the  accuracy  practicable 
on  such  an  occasion,  by  which  it  appeared  that 
the  sum  of  ^44,000  would  cover  the  whole  es- 
pense,  both  for  the  canal  and  the  improyementa 
of  the  river.  It  would  be  left  to  the  War  De- 
partment to  adopt  such  plan  of  constructing  the 
work  as  should  seem  best  for  carrying  out  the 
object  in  view. 

The  bill  proposed  tograntadouble  tier  of  alter- 
nate sections  of  land  for  the  purpose  of  construct- 
ing these  works.  In  conformity  with  the  usual 
practice,  when  the  General  Government  hasgrant- 
ed  lands  to  any  of  the  States  for  improvements, 
the  alternate  sections  thus  granted  are  not  to  be 
sold  for  less  than  (3  SO  per  acre  for  the  first  tier, 
(next  to  the  banks  of  the  rivers,  lakes,  and  ca- 
nal,) and  $1  25  per  acre  for  the  second  tier.  It 
was  estimated  that  this  would  produce  about  six 
hundred  thousand  dollars — a  sum  sufficient  to 
complete  the  work.  The  alternate  sections  left 
to  the  Government  would,  in  like  manner,  be  sold 
at  not  less  than  pi  SO  per  acre  for  the  first  tier, 
and  $1  25  per  acre  for  the  second  tier.  The  in- 
creased value  which  a  good  navigation,  through 
these  rivers  to  the  Mississippi,  would  give  to  all 
the  lands  in  the  neighboring  country,  would  em- 
ply  repay  the  Government;  so  that  no  possible 
loss  could  be  sustained  by  making  the  grant;  on 
the  contrary,  a  gain  would  ensue.  If  the  work 
was  now  undertaken,  it  could  be  accomplished 
by  the  Government  without  any  dissent  as  to  its 
undertaking  it  while  the  Territory  was  under  its 
control;  but  if  deferred  till  the  Territory  became 
a  State,  ttie  General  Government  should  transfer 
its  control  to  the  State  government,  and  the  work 
might  never  be  accomplished.  He  tha|ight  the 
opportunity  which  now  presented  itself  ought  not 
10  be  lost.  There  was  but  one  unanimous  opin- 
ion throughout  the  Territory,  not  only  with  re- 
gard to  the  necessity  and  importance  of  the  work, 
but  as  to  the  great  advantages  that  would  result 
from  its  being  immediately  undertaken  by  the 
General  Government.  It  would  attract  new  and 
valuable  citizens  to  that  quarter;  more  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  would  be  sold;  more  money  from  them 
would  flow  into  the  Treasury ;  and  the  increased 
price  of  the  sections  next  to  the  improved  navi- 
gation would  be  more  cheerfully  paid  than  the 
present  minimum  price.  The  sale  of  the  lands 
granted  will  provide  funds  to  carry  on  the  work, 
so  that  Government  will  not  have  to  make  arar 
advances.  If  the  sales  are  checked,  or  fall  off, 
let  the  work  wait  till  funds  are  realized.  It  need 
not  proceed  only  as  the  proceeds  become  available. 
He  had  briefly  staled  the  views  of  the  commit- 
tee, and  he  hoped  they  would  be  approved,  and 
that  the  bill  would  be  passed  unanimously. 

Mr.  KING  did  not  consider  the  bill  sufficiently 
explicit;  it  was,  on  some  points,  quite  the  con- 
trary. It  might,  as  it  now  stood,  grant  a  much 
larger  extent  of  country  to  efieei  the  proposed 
innprovement  than  could  at  this  moment  be  imag- 
ined. It  proposes  to  divide  the  land  into  four  sec- 
tions, two  on  each  side;  and  those  four  sections 
are  to  comprise  all  lands  on  both  sides  of  the  river 
and  lakes  set  forth  in  -  the  bill.  He  wished  for 
information  as  ^o  the  size  of  those  lakes  and  ex- 
tent of  the  rivers;  for,  as  the  bill  stood  at  present, 
it  was  impossible  to  say  what  extent  of  territory 
it  might  have  relation  to;  and,  if  once  passed,  it 
should  be  recollected  that,  on  the  part  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, there  could  be  no  recalling  its  action, 
nn  matter  how  far  it  might  exceed  the  intentions 
of  the  promoters  of  the  measure.  While  willing 
to  give  every  reasonaWe  facility  to  carry  out  the 
ioiprovement  providcufor  in  this  bill,  he  thought 
more  information  on  the  subject  was  required, 
especially  as  regarded  the  extent  of  line  which  it 
embraced.  He  also  suggested  that  the  grants 
should  be  restricted  to  a  sale  of  not  less  than 
fS  50;  for,  as  the  clause  now  read,  it  might  be 
understood  to  make  the  sale  imperative  at  that 
amount,  whereas  there  might,  for  particular  loca- 
tions, be  obtained  a  much  larger  sum  if  the  sales 
thus  restricted  were  left  open  to  competition.  He 
asked,  therefore,  the  honorable  Senator  from  New 
York  for  information  as  to  the  entire  dislance  from 
the  mouth  of  the  two  rivers  to  the  proposed  canal. 
and  also  llie  extent  of  llie  diOereut  lakes;  so  thai 


the  Senate  might  know  what  it  was  doing  in  pass- 
ii)g  the  bill. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  observed  that  the  lakes 
were  mere  enlargements  of  the  rivers.  The  only 
lake  of  any  extent  was  that  of  Lake  Winnebago, 
which  was  thirty  miles  long  and  about  ten  miles 
broad.  It  was  a  deep  water  lake.  With  regard 
to  the  price  of  the  lands,  if  there  was  any  ambi- 
guity. It  could  be  corrected.  It  was  not  intended 
by  tne  committee  that,  when  the  lands  were  of- 
fered for  sale,  they  should  not  bring  more  than 
the  prices  named,  if  any  one  should  ofiTer  more. 

^Ir.  WOOD BRI DGE,  after  a  few  prefatory  re- 
marks, said  that  the  second  objection  of  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  Alabama  could   be  easily 
remedied  by  inserting  aAer  the  word  "  canal,"  in 
the  sixth  line  of  the  second  section ,  the  two  words  j 
"  not  less."    This  would  remove  all  doubt,  and  I 
make  the  clause  read  so  as  to  fully  meet  his  views  1 
on  that  point.    This  bill  did  not  propose  a  new  or  i 
unexplored  line  of. route,  for,  so  far  backus  two  ' 
hundred  years,  there  were  known  to  the  ancient  : 
voyagers  two  routes  connecting  the  inland  seas  { 
*with  the  great  father  of  the  rivers — the  Missis-  i 
sippi.    The  lakes  to  which  the  Senator  from  Ala-  ! 
bama  referred,  and  the  extent  of  which  he  wished 
to  know,  were,  with  the  exception  of  the  Win- 
nebago, insignificant  in  point  of  size.    The  pro- 
ject contained  in  this  bill  could  not  be  regarded  as 
a  new  theory,  inasmuch  as  it  bad  received  the 
attentive  consideration  of  Gallatin.     He  recom- 
mended an  appropriation  ouiof  the  first  available 
funds  in  the  public  Treasury  of  not  less  than 
twenty  million  dollars,  for  the  formation  of  roads 
and  canals;  and  in  so  recommending,  he  was  act-  | 
ing  on  the  principle  of  a  farmer  who  goes  to  the 
expense  of  digginz  ditches  and   cutting  drains 
through  his  grounds,  well  knowing  that  his  out- 
lay wilt  be  liberally  repaid,  and  his  enterprise  re- 
warded by  the  improvements  that  such  outlay 
effects.    On  this  principle,  Gallatin,  when  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  recommended  this  outlay; 
well  knowing  that,  if  acted  on,  the  effect  would 
be  to  increase  the  value  of  public  and  private 
property,  and  the  property  of  the  country, 

Mr.  W.  then  entered  into  detail  of  some  of  the 
advantages  which  must  accrue  to  the  country 
from  the  provisions  of  this  bill  being  carried  into 
effect;  among  others,  the  facility  afforded  by  it 
to  the  transportation  of  mails,  munitions  of  war, 
and,  in  short,  all  the  great  national  purposes  for 
which  so  important  a  line  of  conveyance  and 
communication  could  be  made  available. 

He  concluded,  by  moving,  as  an  amendment, 
that,  in  the  sixth  line  of  the  second  section,  the 
words  ".not  less  "  be  inserted  after  the  word 
"canal." 

Mr.  WOODBURY  asked  for  information  as  to 
the  mode  proposed  of  keeping  the  works,  when 
completed,  in  repair,  and  the  management;  and 
also,  as  to  the  limitation  of  tolls  for  mere  pur- 
poses of  repair. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE  said  the  views  taken  by 
the  committee,  in  preparing  the  bill  were  still 
open  for  approval  or  rejection,  as  the  Senate 
might  deem  fit.  The  Territory  for  which  the  bill 
proposes  to  legislate  is  not  independent;  it  is  the 
property,  and  lies  under  the  control  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government;  but  Government  is  not  called 
on  toexpend  or  advance  money  to  carry  out  those 
improvements  which  the  bill  specifics.  The  ex- 
penditure attendant  o«  those  improvements  will 
be  provided  for  by  the  sale  of  the  lands  as  the 
work  proceeds.  Until  the  Territory  is  admitted 
into  the  Union  of  the  States,  the  sovereignty  re- 
mains here,  and  not  there. 

Mr.  WALKER  said  he  was  for  many  years 
favorable  to  the  object  of  this  bill;  but  he  thought 
as  the  bill  nowstood,  it  wasopeA  to  improvement. 
He  did  not  think  that  a  grant  should  be  made  as 
if  for  the  benefit  of  the  United  States,  but  which 
when  Wisconsin  became  a  State,  would  be  really 
and  bouajidt,  as  the  bill  now  read ,  a  grant  for  her 
sole  and  special  benefit.  Wisconsin,  no  longer  a 
Territory,  but  a  recognized  State  of  the  Union, 
would,  under  this  bill,  have  power  to  collect  such 
tolls  as  would  not  only  keep  the  line  in  proper 
repair,  but  as  would  or  might  be  applied  to  such 
otfier  purposes  as  she  thought  proper.  He  thought 
the  bill  should  set  forth  that  so  long  as  Wiscon- 
sin remained  a  Territory,  the  tolls  coming  into 
the  hands  of  the  General  Government  should  be 
applied  to  keeping  the  works  in  proper  repair; 
but  that  when  she  became  a  State,  she  should  be  ' 


restricted  from  levying  more  toll  than  would  be 
absolutely  necessary  for  that  purpose.  If  these 
works  were  to  be  euectcd  at  the  expense  of  the 
people,  they  should  remain  free  to  the  people. 
Senators  should  be  admonished  by  a  recollection 
of  the  enormous  tolls  levied  by  the  Louisville  and 
Portland  canal;  and  prevent  in  the  present  case 
any  recurrence  of  a  similar  abuse.  He  would, 
with  the  permission  of  the  Senate,  prepare  an 
amendment  embodying  the  views  he  bad  endeav- 
ored to  explain. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  had  merely  risen  to  call  the 
attention  of  gentlemen  to  those  points  which,  in 
perfecting  the  bill,  should  be  properly  attended  to. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  made  some  observations,  which 
were  so  imperfectly  heard  in  the  reporters' gal- 
lery that  their  import  can  only  be  guessed  by  iho 
context  of  what  was  heard,  rle  was  understood 
to  say  that  there  were  three  modes  of  accomplish- 
ing this  work,  the  importance  and  value  of  which 
he  did  not  dispute.  One,  and  perhaps  the  best 
and  cheapest,  was  by  a  private  company;  the 
second,  the-  next  best  and  cheapest,  by  the  local 
or  State  government;  and  the  worst,  and  most  ex- 
pensive, by  the  General  Government.  He  thought 
It  would  be  much  better  to  wait  till  the  Territory 
became  a  State,  and  let*its  own  government  then 
undertake  the  work. 

He  had  no  objection  that  the  alternate  sections 
should  be  preserved  from  sale,  so  as  to  make  the 
canal  at  a  proper  time,  and  in  a  proper  manner. 
Power,  he  said,  was  given  in  the  bill  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  to  employ  the  topographical  engi- 
neers about  the  construction  of  the  canal.  The 
proposed  work  being  in  a  very  distant  part  of  the 
country,  the  consequence  would  be  thai  the  canal 
never  would  be  constructed  in  a  proper  manner; 
and  if  it  was,  it  would  cost  the  Government,  to 
do  it,  four  or  five  time^as  much  as  if  it  was  made 
by  a  private  company,  or  by  Wisconsin  when 
she  becomes  a  State.  If  Senators  would  turn 
their  attention  to  the  Cumberland  road,  and  com- 
pare the  cost  of  that  portion  constructed  by  the 
Federal  Government  with  that  west  of  the  Ohio 
river,  constructed  under  the  superintendence  of 
the  State  governments,  they  would  see  that  his 
opinion  was  correct.  Works  of  this  kind  would 
cost  four  times  as  much  when  done  by  the  Federal 
Government  as  when  done  by  the  State  govern- 
ments. When  done  by  the  Federal  Government, 
there  is  much  less  economy — the  money  is  neces- 
sarily wasted.  Besides,  the  place  where  this  canal 
is  proposed  to  be  constructed  is  in  a  sparsely  set- 
tled country;  and  the  consequence  will  be,  that 
the  canal  will  be  made  at  a  much  greater  expense 
than  if  it  was  a  well  peopled  country.  He  then 
referred  to  the  Cleveland  and  other  canals,  which 
bad  been  aided  by  grants  of  land  from  the  Fed- 
eral Government,  which,  he  said,  was  not  done 
until  the  sections  of  country  through  which  they 
passed  were  thickly  settled,  and  when  it  might 
oe  considered  that  there  was  labor  there  to  be  ap- 
plied to  that  object.  Those  canals  were  probably 
constructed,  for  that  reason,  as  cheaply  as  they 
could  have  been  done  in  any  country.  But  the 
section  of  country  through  which  this  canal  is  to 
pass,  is  in  a  territory  sparsely  populated,  and 
where  there  is  no  labor  to  spare  to  make  a  canal. 
Therefore,  to  construct  it  at  this  time,  would  put 
the  Government  to  a  much  greater  expense  than 
if  it  was  done  in  a  proper  time,  when  there  was 
surplus  labor  there  to  be  applied  to  that  object. 
If  they  reserve  those  alternate  sections  until  Wis- 
consin becomes  a  State,  ahe  could  then  make  the 
canal  more  economically.  If  it  could  not  be  done 
more  economically,  it  would  at  least  be  done  more 
successfully.  Although  this  improvement  is  one 
which  would  be  of  great  advantage  he  thought  it 
would  be  better  not  to  undertake  the  Work  in  ad- 
vance of  the  peopling  of  the  country. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE  contended  that,  if  the 
work  was  fit  to  be  done  at  all,  it  was  fit  to  be  done 
quickly.  He  waa  averse  to  the  dangers  of  pro- 
crastination; especially  where  the  object  was,  as 
here,  to  increase  the  value  of  the  public  domain, 
by  bestowing  on  a  beautiful  but  neglected  portion 
of  our  country  the  facihties  and  advantages  of  a 
market.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  spoke  of  an 
appropriation ;  but  there  was  no  appropriation  re- 
c|uirea;  the  Government  has  nothing  to  lose;  for, 
if  the  work  brings  not  in  sufficient  to  cover  its  own 
expenditure,  there  and  then  it  stops.  As  to  thin- 
ness of  population,  it  was  to  be  presumed  that  in 
so  extensive,  so  fine,  so  beautiful  a  country,  pos- 
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■easing  so  many  africuUiiral  advantages,  people 
would  not  be  wanting  to  make  its  many  ana  great 
resources  available.  What  was  land  worth  ir  it 
could  not  be  got  at?  or  what  was  the  value  of  the 
most  fertile  farm  without  a  road !  Any  delay  would 
be  dangerous;  for  if  the.  bill  is  not  passed  the  land 
will  be  sold  to  individuals — become  private  prop- 
erty; and  when  hereafter  sought  for  the  purposes 
for  which  this  bill  intends  it,  it  cannot  be  had. 
The  Government  will  be  at  no  cost;  the  work  will 
pay  for  itself.  The  improvement,  when  made, 
will  belong  to  the  country,  not  to  the  Territory; 
and  when  that  Territory  merges  into  a  State,  such 
terms  may  be  entered  into  as  the  interests  of  the 
Government  and  the  people  may  require. 

Mr.W  ALKCR  now  submitted  his  amendment, 
to  come  in  at  the  end  of  the  first  section.  It  was 
to  the  effect  that  the  said  canal  shall  be  kept  in 
repair  by  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin  until  said 
Territory  becomes  a  State,  and  thereafter  by  the 
State;  and  that  no  greater  toll  or  lax  be  exacted 
than  necessary  to  keep  it  in  repair. 

This  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  KING  felt  rather  friendly  disposed  towards 
the  bill,  believing  its  object  to  be  useful  in  the 
end;  but  he  regretted  that  i^e  gentlemen  who  had 
charge  of  it  did  not  bestow  a  little  more  pains  on 
its  preparation.  If  they  had  done  so,  it  would 
not  have  appeared  in  its  present  questionable 
chape.  The  clause  which  proposes  granting  two 
sections  on  each  side  the  river  does  not  in  any 
way  limit  the  extent  of  those  sections;  and  as 
the  Wisconsin  flows  we  know  not  how  far,  they 
should  guard  against  this  objection  by  confining 
the  extent  to  the  point  where  the  proposed  canal 
is  to  enter.  The  Fox  river  also  branches  off  an 
immense  distance  to  the  right;  so,  if  the  bill 
passes  ill  its  present  form ,  among  other  disad- 
.  vantages  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may  find 
himself  involved  in  an  extent  of  responsibility 
of  which  he  can  have  at  this  moment  no  idea,  if 
the  gentleman  who  iruroduced  the  bill  will  offer 
an  amendment  to  remedy  these  objections,  the 
Senate  would  know  what  they  were  about.  He 
had  no  objection  to  the  amendment  offered  by  the 
Senator  from  Mississippi,  [Mr.  Walker,]  but 
rather  approved  of  it.  Mr.  K.  concluded  by  say- 
ing that  his  only  object  in  rising  was  to  render 
the  bill  sufficiently  explicit  to  be  fully  under- 
stood. 

Mr.  PORTER,  of  Michigan,  suggested  the 
insertion  of  the  word  "  them;"  whicli  was  con- 
curred in. 

Mr.  BREESE  suggested  the  words  "  where 
the  canal  shall  enter  them;"  which  was  agreed 
to. 

He  also  suggested  the  insertion  of  the  words 
"  said  points;"  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  amendment,  as  thus  amended,  was  con- 
curred in. 

The  bill  was  reported  back  to  the  Senate  with 
the  amendments;  and  the  question  being  on  con- 
curring in  the  latter, 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  observed  that  he  lived  so  far 
from  Wisconsin,  and  knew  so  little  of  the  merits 
or  necessity  for  this  measure,  that  he  felt  bound, 
before  he  voted  on  the  subject,  to  inform  himself 
of  some  particulars,  and  for  that  purpose  to  make 
inquiry  on  the  subject.  He  understood  that  the 
territorial  governments  were  in  the  habit  of  char- 
tering incorporated  companies;  and  he  should  be 
clad  to  know  whether  any  company  of  that  kind 
liad  been  chartered  in  the  Territory  of  Wiscon- 
sin .' 

Mr.  WOODRIDGE  replied  that  there  never 
was  any  such  incorporated  company  in  Wiscon- 
sin. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  said  there  was  something  on 
his  memory' about  a  banking  company  purport- 
ing to  be  a  chartered  incorporation. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE  said  the  company  to 
•which  the  Senator  alluded  was  a  company  for  the 
issue  of  money;  but  Congress  had  disapproved 
of  it,  and  it  came  to  nothing. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  still  desired  to  make  further 
inquiry; and,  as  there  was  no  pressing  necessity 
for  acting  hastily  on  the  bill,  he  thought  the  best 
way  was  to  postpone  the  subject  long  enough  to 
give  time  for  inquiry.  He  wanted  to  know  to 
whom  this  grant  of  lands  was  to  be  made.  In  any 
grant  there  must  be  two  parties — the  grantor  and 
the  grantee.  In  this  case  the  grantor  was  the 
General  Government.  But  who  was  the  grantee } 
Not,  surely,  the  General  Government  also.  Aud 


vvho  else  could  it  be,  the  territory  being'  in  its 
hands?  Unless  some  company  was  to  be  incor-. 
porated  to  enjoy  the  rightaof  grantee,  who  would 
enjoy  them?  Such  things  had  been  heretofore 
done.  He  was  afraid  it  might  occur  with  regard 
to  this  grant,  seeing  that  the  Territory  itself  could 
not  be  the  grantee.  If  the  matter  should  be  dis- 
puted, the  courts  would  be  apt  to  find  out  some 
corporation  in  whom  this  grant  was  vested. 
Should  that  be  the  case,  Congress  would  find 
that  it  had  performed  a  great  and  liberal  act— of 
giving  to  that  company  a  gift  never  intended  for 
It.  He  wished  to  guard  against  such  a  possibil- 
ity, and  therefore  moved  to  postpone  the  further 
consideration  of  the  bill. 

The  subject  was,  on  his  motion,  postponed 
until  to-morrow. 

THE  TARIFF. 

Mr.  McDUPPIE  moved  to  lake  up  the  resolu- 
tion reported  from  the  Finance  Committee,  for 
the  indefinite  postponement  of  (he  bill  for  reduc- 
ing the  present  tariff  to  the  standard  bf  the  com- 
promise act. 

Mr.  EVANS  suggested  that,  as  the  Senate 
was  thin,  it  would  be  better  to  let  the  subject  lie 
over  till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  acquiesced  in  the  suggestion. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  executive  business;  and  after 
some  time  spent  therein!  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wednesdat,  January  17,  1844. 
Mr.  FRENCH  presented  a  resolution;  which 
was  objected  to. 

members'  stationery. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion directing  the  stationery  supplied  to  members 
to  be  supplied  to  them  at  thecurrent  prices  of  the 
present  day. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

SNAG-BOATS  ON  THE  MISSISSIPPI. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  the  business  in 
order  to  be  the  motion  of  Mr.  C.  Joiinbon  to 
reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  following  reso- 
lution had  been  passed: 

Retolced^  That  the  Commitlee  of  VVayo  and  Means  he 
instructed  to  inquire  what  sum  or  money  will  be  re(]Utred 
lf>  keep  all  the  boat*  now  in  u«e,  and  ihnse  in  llie  process 
of  preparation^  designed  to  be  employed  in  removing  ob- 
BtrucLions  to  the  iiavigalioii  ur  the  Mississippi  river  and  its 
tributaries,  in  conslanl  active  employment  tor  the  national 
fiscal  year  commencing  on  the  1st  day  of  July  next;  and 
that  tliey  report  to  this  House  the  sum  for  that  purpose  in 
the  appropriate  appropri.itinn  bill. 

Mr.  WELLER  said,  when  he  obtained  the  floor 
yesterday,  he  had  a  strong  disposition  to  say 
something  in  reply  to  gentlemen  who  had  taken 
part  in  this  debate;  he  felt  called  upon,  as  a  west- 
ern member,  to  do  so;  but  he  now  had  not  the  dis- 
position to  make  a  speech;  and  he  should  present 
to  the  House  the  reasons  why  he  should  not  do 
it,  and  why  he  desired  the  House  to  be  put  to  a 
vote  on  the  proposition  now  pending.  First,  how- 
ever, he  desired  to  correct  a  statement  which  had 
appeared  in  the  Intelligencer;  and  to  say  that  yes- 
terday there  was  no  difference  of  opinion  on  the 
question  of  veracity  between  himself  and  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  J.  R.  iNcxa- 
soLL,]  as  to  theactionof  th(*Committeeof  Ways 
and  Means  in  reference  to  the  western  interests. 

He  proceeded  to  make  some  explanations  on 
that  subject,  in  which  also  Mr.  J.  R.  INGER- 
SOLL participated;  and  then  came  back  to  the 
question  before  the  House. 

He  said  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr. 
Thohassoh,]  who 'presented  the  resolution  under 
consideration,  had  made  a  plain  siatementof  facts 
in  relation  to  it;  he  was  followed  by  others  who 
properly  debated  the  subject;  but  s  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Stewart]  yesterday 
came  to  that  aide  of  the  House  and  matie  a  stump 
speech,  which  he  had,  no  doubt,  repeated  hun- 
dreds of  times  to  his  constituents,  before  he  in- 
flicted it  on  this  House.  He  (Mr.  W.)  had  heard 
that  speech  delivered,  in  much  better  language, 
hundreds  of  times  to  the  constituency  which  he 
had  the  honor  to  represent;  but,  if  ever  a  speech 
was  delivered  out  of  place,  it  was  that  speech  de- 
livered here  yesterday  by  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania.  What  were  they  called  upon  to 
do  ?    They  were  asked  to  make  appropriations 


to  remove  snags  which  endangered  so  much  prop 
erty,  and  so  many  valuable  lives;  and  while  they 
were  deliberating  upon  it,  intelligence  arrived  of 
the  loss  of  from  fifty  to  a  hundred  lives  occa- 
sioned by  one  of  these  sna?8,  which  had  clothed 
very  many  families  of  the  West  in  sable;  yet,  at 
that  very  time,  when  the  American  Congress  was 
called  upon  to  act,  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania took  occasion  to  inflict  a  stump  speech  on 
this  House.  There  were  times,  and  such  tiroes 
would  return,  when  a  reply  might  properly  be 
made  to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania. He  would  undertake,  at  a  proper  time, 
to  make  a  reply,  and  to  show  that  what  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  bad  said  in  relation  to 
Mr.  Van  Buren  was  untrue.  If  that  gentleman 
was  not  an  economizer  of  the  public  money,  he 
was  an  economizer  of  the  truth;  and,  whenever 
it  should  beinorder,  he  would  undertake  to  show 
the  cause  why  the  western  interests  hod  been 
neglected ;  but  this  was  not  the  time.  They  were 
called  upon,  with  the  news  of  a  recent  calamity 
.sounding  in  their  ears,  with  a  knowledge  of  the 
fact  that  ihe  sympathies  of  the  western  people 
were  excited  for  their  bereaved  friends,  and  with 
a  knowledge  of  all  the  facts  in  relation  to  the  im- 
portance of  the  improvements  to  be  made  and 
the  necessity  of  the  appropriation  asked  for,  to 
make  that  appropriation,  and  thereby  save  the 
lives  and  the  property  of  the  survivors.  Was 
there  any  gentleman  on  that  floor  that  was  un- 
willing to  do  that? 

After  some  further  observations  on  this  sub- 
ject, he  expressed  the  hope  that  the  House  would 
come  at  once  to  the  question  before  them.  This, 
he  repeated,  was  no  time  for  a  general  discussion 
of  the  relative  merits  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  and  Mr. 
Clay;  and  all  that  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania had  said  could  be  met  when  the  proper 
time  should  arrive.  He  regretted  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  was  not  in  his  seal  to 
hear  what  he  (Mr.  W.)  now  said;  but  he  would 
again  affirm  before  the  House,  that  when  the 
proper  time  should  come,  he  should  be  prepared 
to  prove  that  gentleman's  allegations  were  untrue. 
If  he  did  not  prove  them  untrue  indisputably,  be 
should  be  content  to  take  the  brand  of  falsehood 
on  his  forehead;  but,  if  he  did  prove  a  statement 
coming  from  a  gentleman  of  intelligence  to  be  un- 
true, he  should  ask  that  this  House  and  this  coun- 
try should  put  the  brand  on  the  forehead  of  that 
gentleman. 

He  promised  at  the  outset  not  to  make  a  speech. 
If,  however,  he  had  said  anything  which  any 
gentleman  might  think  called  for  explanation,  he 
would  cheerfully  yield  for  explanation.  But  he 
came  into  the  House  this  .morning  deeply  im- 
pressed with  the  necessity  of  terminating  this  de- 
bate. The  western  people,  whose  sympathies 
were  aroused  by  the  calamities  which  had  oc- 
curred, were  desirous  to  know  if  this  Congress 
intended  to  do  anything;  they  asked  not  for  stump 
speeches,  or  for  a  discussion  of  the  relative  mer- 
its of  any  individuals,  but  for  action  on  the  part 
of  Congress;  and,  as  a  western  man,  deeply  sym- 

Cathizing  with  the  western  people,  he  felt  himself 
ound  to  do  all  in  his  power  to  bring  to  a  term- 
ination this  useless,  this  unprofitable  debate.  He 
concluded  by  moving  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR  rose  to  make  an  explanation, 
Mr.  Weller  having  withdrawn  his  motion  for 
the  previous  question  for  that  purpose.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  in  his  remarks,  had  alluded  to 
what  was  said  by  him  yesterday  in  reference  to 
the  action  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
of  which  he  was  a  member,  together  with  that 
gentleman.  He  now  perceived  that  be  had  been 
under  a  misapprehension  as  to  what  was  said  by 
the  gentleman  respecting  the  action  of  the  com- 
mittee. He  understood  the  ^tlemsn  to  have  sup- 
posed that  the  committee  had  determined  to  make 
no  appropriation  for  western  rivers,  irrespec- 
tive of  their  determination  in  reference  to  all  other 
appropriotions;  in  other  words,  to  make  a  dis- 
tinction between  appropriations  for  western  rivers 
and  appropriations  for  the  improvement  of  other 
rivers.  Such  was  not  his  understanding  of  the 
action  of  the  commitlee,  and  hence  he  had  con- 
curred in  the  remarks  made  by  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania. 

The  gentleman  from  Ohio,  in  his  remarks  this 
morning,  was  perfectly  correct,  and  he  agreed 
with  him  entirely.  As  he  had  agreed  to  renew 
the  motion  for  the  previous  question,  he  Mras  now 
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compelled  to  do  so,  though  he  would  have  been 
happy  to  add  something  to  the  remarks  which  he 
bad  previously  made  upon  a  kindred  subject. 

He  moved  the  previous  question.  Upon  sec- 
onding ihe  demand  for  (he  previous  question,  the 
vole  was  taken  by  tellers,  and  resulted — 80  in  the 
affirmative,  and  61  in  the  negative. 

Upon  the  main  question — viz:  the  reconsider.' 
ation  of  the  resolution — the  yeas  and  nays  were 
ordered;  and,  being  taken,  resulted — yeas  95, 
nays  77;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messn.  AlkinMm,  Banincer,  Barnard,  Beards- 
ley,  Belser,  BcntoD,  Bidlack,  Edward  J.  Blach,  Jamea. 
Blsek,  Jamea  A.  Black,  Blackwell,  Durke,  Campbell,  Cary, 
Carroll,  Catlin,  Auftustiii  A.  Chapman,  CbappeM,  Cltni;- 
nian,  Clinlon,  Cobb,  Colea,  Callom,  Dana,  Daniel,  Rich- 
ard D.  Dttvii,  Deberry,  Dickey,  Dillingham,  Ddnlap,  Ellii, 
Elmer,  Farlee,  Fiah,  Foster.  GiddinKS,  Byrain  Green,  Uam. 
■in,  Baralson,  Herrick,  Hopkins,  Houston,  Hiibard,  Hub- 
bdl,  Hudson,  Hunserrnrd,  Washington  Hunt,  James  B. 
Haul,  Jenks,  Cave  Johnson,  Andrew  Johnson,  George  W. 
Jones,  Preston  Hinn,  Daniel  I*.  King,  Kirkpatrick,  Leonard, 
Loeas,  Lumpkin,  Moclay,  McClelland,  McConnell,  Mcll- 
vaine,  McKay,  Morse,  Moseley,  Murphy,  Newton,  Patter- 
son, Payne,  Elisha  R.  Poller,  Emery  D.  Potter,  Pratt,  Ram- 
•ey,  Bottabun,  Rayner,  Charles  M.  Reed,  David  8.  Reid,  Red- 
ing, Biuer,  Robinson,  Rogeia,Russ«ll,  Thomas  H.  Seymour, 
David  L.  Seymour,  Simons,  Albert  Smith,  John  T.  Smith, 
John  Stewart,  Stiles,  Strong,  Sykes,  Thompson,  Tyler, 
Wbeaton,  Williams,  and  Yost— 95. 

NAYS  —  Messrs.  Adams,  Bossier,  Bower,  Bowli^,  Boyd, 
Jacob  Brinkerhofl°,  Milton  Brown,  William  J.  Brown,  Jer- 
emiah Brown,  Bufiininnn.  Caldwell,  Chilton,  Collamer, 
Cranston,  Cross,  Garrett  Davis,  John  W.  Davis,  Dawson, 
Dean,  Dellel,  Douglas,  Duncan,  Fieklin,  Florence,  Foot, 
French,  Friek,  eilmer,  Willis  Green,  Grinnell,  Grider,  Har- 
din, Harper,  Henley,  Holmes,  Hughes,  Charles  J.  Ingemoll , 
PcfleyB.Jwnson,  Kennedy,  Labranche,MeCausIcn,Mc- 
Clemand,  McDowell,  Marsh,  Mathews, Edward  3.  Morris, 
Ncs.  Owen,  Peyton,  Relfe.  St.  John,  Sample,  Senter,  Sev- 
erobce,  Simpson,  Slidell,  Thomas  Smith,  Caleb  B.  Smith, 
Bobert  SmiUi,  Steentnd,  Andrew  Stewart,  Stone,  Siim- 
iDefa^liomasa(m,Tibbatu,Tilden,  Vanc«,  Vnnmeier,  Vin- 
ton, Weller.  Wentwnrth,  White,  Wilkins,  WinUirop,  and 
Joseph  A.  Wfifbl— 77. 

So  the  question  of  reconsideration  was  agreed  to. 

[A  message  from  the  Senate  was  here  presented 
by  Abburt  DicKiNs,  Esq.,  informing  the  House 
thst  the  Senate  had  passed  the  bill  to  supply  a 
deficiency  in  the  appropriation  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  the  30th  of  June,  1844,  for  the  relief  and 
protection  of  American  seamen.] 

Mr.  T.  SMITH  said  it  was  not  his  intention 
to  detain  the  House  very  long;  but,  being  a  west- 
ern man,  one  whose  interests  were  identified  with 
western  interests,  he  desired  to  address  the  House 
for  a  very  few  momenta  upon  the  subject  now 
before  them. 

He  had  voted  against  reconsideration,  and  in 
favor  of  sustaining  the  proposition  of  the  gentle- 
miui  from  Kentucky,  and  he  did  so  mainly  for 
this  reason:  that  it  wasadirectproposiiion,  upon 
which  be  desired  to  have  the  sense  of  the  House. 
It  was  a  proposition  which  stood  out  in  bold  re- 
lief before  the  country,  and  upon  its  merits,  as 
jmeh  proposition,  he  desired  to  vote;  a  propo- 
sition to  appropriate  money  for  the  improvement 
of  the  western  riven,  without  reference  to  the 
other  great  interests  of  the  country,  which  should 
Dot  be  overlooked.  He  desired  to  know  who 
were  the  frientis  of  western  improvement;  he  de- 
sired to  know  what  portion  of  this  Congress 
would  sustain  western  interests. 

He  apprehended  that  some  gentlemen  had  voted 
for  the  reconsideration  under  a  misapprehension 
of  the  proposition  itself.  They  seemed  to  be 
nnder  the  impression  that  the  resolution  asks  an 
immense  appropriation  of  money  to  keep  in  op- 
eration an  mdefinite  number  of  boats.  If  gentle- 
men had  taken  the  pains  to  examine  the  estimates 
mbmitted  upon  this  subject,  they  would  have 
fouitd  that,  if  the  committee  only  adhere  to  those 
estimates,  the  amount  to  be  appropriated  would 
not  be  so  great  as  to  alarm  them  in  the  least. 
Aod,  for  the  purpose  of  setting  gentlemen  right 
upon  this  subject,  be  wanted  their  attentioh  to 
the  estimates  themselves.  In  the  year  1842, 
^250,000  were  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of 
improving  the  western  waters,  including  the  Ohio 
above  the  falls.  The  estimates  for  the  present 
year  were  only  $223,000,  for  the  purpose  of  keep- 
ing all  the  boats  in  operation. 

Mr.  S.  showed  that  much  more  might  be  effected 
in  the  way  of  improvement,  by  an  appropriation 
of  1900,000  for  the  coming  year,  than  was  effected 
by  the  |fi00,000  that  had  been  hitherto  appropri- 
ated. But  a  small  portion  of  that  sum— alS,000 
only — was  expended  in  improvements,  while  the 
r«at  was  expended  in  the  construction  of  boats 


and  other  preparatory  measures.  Gentlemen  need 
not,  then,  be  alarmed  at  the  idea  of  a  great  ex- 
penditure of  money  being  involved  in  the  resolu- 
tion for  the  preparations  being  made  in  the  con- 
struction of  boats,  &c.;  there  would  not  be  more 
than  two  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  dollars 
required  toaccomplish  all  the  improvements  neces- 
sary. Mr.  S.  then  took  a  brief  notice  of  the  argu- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr. 
Stewart,]  delivered  yesterday,  and  opposed  the 
splendid  system  of  internal  improvement  advo- 
cated bybim;  and  showed  the  ruinous  effects  the 
carrying  out  of  this  system  would  have  had  on 
the  prosperity  of  the  country,  if  it  hod  not  been 
arrested  by  General  Jackson's  veto  of  the  Mays- 
ville  road.  He  also  reviewed  the  arguments  of 
the  same  gentleman  in  favo~  of  a  protective  tariff; 
and  showed  that  the  revenue  tariff  of  1840,  col- 
lecting twenty  per  cent,  on  only  one  half  the  im- 
ported articles,  produced  more  revenue  than  the 
high  protective  tariff  of  1842,  levied  on  all  the 
imported  articles.  Mr.  S.  avowed  himself  stren- 
uously opposed  to  the  log-rolling  system  which 
had  produced  such  ruinous  effects  in  the  new 
States,  and  which  would  be  the  ruin  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, if  persisted  in.  He  was  opposed  to  the 
splendid  scheme  of  internal  appropriations  in- 
cluded in  the  famous  American  system ;  but,  at 
the  same  time,  he  was  in  favor  of  judicious  and 
economical  appropriations  for  such  objects  as 
mightbe  justly  termed  national,  namely :  the  Ohio, 
Mississippi,  Missouri,  Arkansas,  and  even  the 
Hudson  rivers. 

He  was  in  favor  of  the  resolution  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  because  it  stood  on  its  own 
merits,  and  was  not  connected  with  a  number  of 
other  objects,  which  might  or  mi«ht  not  be  mer- 
itorious. In  pressing  the  small  appropriation 
asked  for,  for  clearing  out  obstructions  in  the 
Mississippi,  Mr.  S.  alluded  to  some  of  the  liberal 
appropriations  of  Congress  for  other  objects  not 
more  deserving  of  its  favor;  one  of  which  (the 
Delaware  breakwater)  had  already  cost  the  Gov- 
ernment three  times  as  much  as  ever  was  ex- 
pended on  the  western  waters,  though  it  was  not 
yet  completed.  Two  million  dollars  had  been 
appropriated  for  that  work,  and  it  appeared  that 
$3,000,000  more  would  be  required.  He  also 
referred  to  the  injudicious  expenditure  of  money 
for  the  light-house  at  Black  Rock  harbor,  exceed- 
ing the  estimates  by  some  fourteen  or  fifteen 
thousand  dollars.  In  conclusion,  Mr.  S.  ex- 
pressed the  hope  that  gentlemen  would  not  be 
ahtrmed  at  the  idea  of  the  resolution  calling  for 
the  expenditure  of  a  vast  sum  of  money.  He 
was  confident  that  the  sum  required  would  not 
be  more  than  two  hundred  and  twenty  thousand 
dollars;  and  the  friends  of  the  measure  were  will- 
ing to  limit  it  to  that  amount. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Illinois,  next  obtained  the 
floor;  hut  gave  way  for  explanation  to 

Mr.  STEWART,  of  Pennsylvania,  who  ob- 
served that,  having  just  come  in,  he  hsd  not 
heard  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
[Mr.  Weller,]  but  he  understood  the  gentleman 
to  characterize  what  he  said  yesterday  in  relation 
to  the  opinions  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  to  be  untrue; 
and  that,  if  he  did  not  prove  it  to  be  untrue,  he 
would  be  willing  to  take  the  brand  upon  his  fore- 
head; but  if,  on  the  other  hand,  he  should  prove 
it  to  be  untrue,  the  brand  must  be  put  upon  his 
forehead.  Now,  he  took  the  gentleman  up  on 
the  issue  he  had  made,  and  should  prove,  by  let- 
ters from  Mr.  Van  Buren,  under  his  own  hand, 
that  he  was  constitutionally  opposed  to  the  Gov- 
ernment making  internal  improvements  in  the 
States,  and  that  even  the  consent  of  the  States 
through  which  they  passed  could  not  make  them 
constitutional. 

Mr.  WELLER  interrupted  the  gentleman,  and 
said  he  was  attempting  to  escape  the  issue  that 
was  made.  In  the  gentleman's  remarks  of  yes- 
terday, Mr.  Van  Buren  was  represented  as  having 
instructed  his  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  make 
no  estimates  for  the  Cumberland  road ,  saying  that 
he  would  veto  any  appropriations  for  this  work. 
Now,  when  the  gentleman  said  that  Mr.  Van  Bu- 
ren directed  hia  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  make 
no  estimates  for  the  Cumberland  road,  and  said 
that  he  would  veto  any  such  appropriations,  he 
undertook  to  contradict  the  statement,  and  said 
that  he  could  prove  ii  to  be  untrue. 

Mr.  STEWART  said  he  had  made  no  such 


statement.  What  he  said  was,  that  Mr.  Van  Bu- 
ren withheld  the  estimates  for  the  Cumberland 
road  from  the  House;  and  that,  as  a  matter  of  ar- 
gument, the  inference  was  fair  that  he  did  so  be- 
cause he  believed  the  work  to  be  unconstitutional, 
and  that  he  would  veto  such  appropriations,  if 
passed. 

Mr.  WELLER  said  that,  if  the  gentleman 
would  indulge  him  a  moment  longer,  he  would 
show  the  House  what  the  gentleman  said  yester- 
day, so  that  the  House  could  judge  for  itself 
whether  he  had  characterized  hia  remarks  cor- 
rectly. The  gentleman  is  reported  in  this  morn- 
ing's Intelligencer,  and  very  correctly  reported, 
to  have  said  as  follows: 

"  But  the  gentleman  had  told  the  Rouse  that  Mr.  Van 
Burvn  had  never  rei'used  to  sign  a  bill  for  any  works  of  in- 
ternal improvement.  That  might  be  all  very  true  ;  but  did 
he  not  withhold  Trom  Congress  the  estimates  for  the  Cum- 
berland road  >  And  was  itnot  under  his  administration  that 
these  estimates  were  so  withheld  for  the  first  time  I  He 
told  his  SecrelaryofWarnot  to  send  in  estimates  for  the 
continuation  of  that  road,  because  if  he  did,  and  Congress 
made  the  appropriaUon,  he  most  veto  the  bill." 

Mr.  STEWART  repeated,  that  what  he  said 
was  used  as  an  argument,  and  as  a  fair  inference 
from  Mr.  Van  Buren 'a  expressed  opinions. 

Mr.  WELLER  said  he  supposed  the  House 
could  understand  the  iise  of  language.  Such 
being  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman,  he  under- 
took to  say  that  Mr.  Van  Buren  did  not  direct 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  withhold  the 
estimates,  as  the  gentleman  stated;  but  what  he 
did  do  was,  on  the  25th  of  May,  1838,  he  signed 
a  bill  making  appropriation  for  the  Cumberland 
road  in  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois. 

Mr.  STEWART  said  he  did  not  see  the  report 
the  gentleman  quoted,  and  he  did  not  know 
whether  it  was  correct  or  not. 

Mr.  WELLER.  The  report  is  correct,  and  is 
what  the  gentleman  did  say,  as  tlie  House  will 
bear  witness. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Illinois,.addressed  the  House 
in  behalf  of  the  western  i^iterests.  The  question 
was  one  of  great  importance  to  his  constituents, 
and  hence  he  felt  himself  compelled  to  make  some 
observations  thereon.  One  gentleman  had  spoken 
of  the  number  of  wrecks  which  met  the  eyes 
of  his  constituents;  and  he  would  add  that  the 
wrecks  of  nine  steamboats  were  visible  near  his 
congressional  district  in  1841,  at  one  time.  He 
spoke  of  the  wreck  of  the  Shepherdess,  from  one 
of  whose  surviving  and  suffering  passengers  he 
had  received  a  communication  which  gave  a  har- 
rowing description  of  that  calamitous  event;  and 
these  facts  and  circumstances  be  brought  before 
the  House  to  show  the  urgency  of  the  case,  and 
the  necessity  to  make  immediate  appropriations 
for  the  improvement  of  the  western  waters.  The 
West  justly  complained  that  their  interests  had 
been  neglected,  and  they  now  asked  for  justice 
and  a  proper  regard  for  their  rights.  This  was 
all  they  asked.  He  spoke  of  the  Mississippi  as 
a  great  highway  for  western  commerce,  and  also 
or  its  importance  to  this  entire  nation  in  lime  of 
war;  he  also  spoke  of  the  individual  interests  of 
his  conslituenu  in  the  improvement  of  the  navi- 

f ation  of  western  waters,  the  existing  dangers 
oth  augmenting  the  price  of  articles  imported, 
and  diminishing  the  value  of  produce  transmitted 
to  distant  markets.  He  believed,  likewise,  that 
those  great  inland  seas  (the  lakes)  should  have 
a  due  share  of  the  attention  of  the  Government; 
and,  whatever  might  have  been  the  origin  of  the 
great  national  road,  as  it  was  commenced,  and  as 
many  persons,  trusting  to  the  implied  faith  of  the 
nation,  had  made  purchases  of  land  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  that  road,  it  should  be  completed  oy 
the  national  Government. 

Mr.  HAMMETT  offered  a  substitute  for  the 
pending  resolution,  directing  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  making  an  appropriation  for  the  improvement 
of  the  Mississippi  river  and  its  tributaries. 

Mr.  VINTON  said  it  was  important  that  the 
question  before  the  House  should  be  distinctly 
understood.  What  struck  him  as  most  import- 
ant in  this  debate,was,  that  while  gentlemen  on  all 
sides  of  the  House,  and  of  all  parlies  in  the  coun- 
try, were  of  opinion  that  Congress  had  power  to 
make  this  appropriation,  they  seemed  wholly  in 
the  dark  as  to  the  principle  on  which  this  power 
was  to  be  exercised.  One  gentleman  had  spoken 
of  the  Government  as  being  a  large  landed  pro- 
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prietor;  and  that  might  poasibly  be  a  ground  on 
which  appropriations  might  be  made  there;  but 
It  was  liable  to  this  great  objection,  that  that 
ground  might  be  but  temporary,  and  also  that 
more  appropriations  were  required  where  the 
Government  had  the  least  land;  and  that  where 
the  Government  had  the  most  property,  there  the 
least  appropriation  was  needed. 

He  next  proceeded  to  notice  the  remarks  made 
esterday  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
,Mr.  Holmes,]  who  based  the  right  of  this  Gov- 
ernment to  make  appropriations  for  the  western 
waters  on  the  ordinance  of  1787.  He  spoke  at 
some  length  on  this  subject,  and  expressed  his 
conviction  that  it  was  unnecessary  to  go  further 
than  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  which 
gave  power  to  Congress  to  regulate  the  commerce 
with  foreign  nations,  and  among  the  States,  and 
with  the  Indian  tribes,  and  also  gave  all  necessary 
power  to  carry  these  delegated  powers  into  effect. 

By  the  grant  of  power  to  regulate  commerce 
with  foreign  nations,  the  power  to  improve  har- 
bors was  undoubtedly  conferred.  If,  for  the  safety 
of  vessels  navigating  the  coast,  it  were  considered 
necessary  that  light-houses  should  be  erected, 
Congress  did  not  hesitate  to  exercise  the  power 
of  making  appropriations  for  that  purpose.  Upon 
what  principle  did  they  assume  this  right, unless 
it  were  by  virtue  of  the  power  conferred  upon 
them  to  regulate  commerce? 

He  Msiuned  the  position  that  Congress  had  the 
same  power  to  aid  the  internal  commerce  of  the 
country,  that  they  had  to  aid  or  regulate  the  for- 
eign commerce.  It  covered  precisely  the  same 
ground.  If  there  was  any  fallacy  in  this  argu- 
ment, he  asked  gentlemen  to  point  it  out. 

In  the  primitive  times  of  Democracy,  as  long 
ago  as  the  first  Congress  under  the  administration 
or  Mr.  Jefferson,  wnen  Democracy  was  yet  pure, 
a  law  was  passed,  and  sanctioned  by  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son himself,  creating  upon  the  waters  of  the  Ohio 
B  collection  district,  making  the  port  of  Marietta 
B  port  of  entry  and  delivery,  and  appointing  a 
collector  at  that  port.  By  virtue  of  what  grant 
of  power  under  the  Constitution  was  this  done, 
unless  it  was  that  clause  to  which  he  called  their 
attention,  viz:  the  power  of  Congress  to  regulate 
commerce  among  the  States  of  this  Union  ?  No 
one  could  imagine  for  a  moment  that  such  a  law 
as  that  establishing  a  port  of  entry,  and  appoint- 
ing a  collector,  could  have  passed  a  Democratic 
Congress,  and  receive  the  sanction  of  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son, unless  Congress  had  the  power  to  pass  such 
an  act.  But  more  than  this:  under  the  same  ad- 
ministration another  law  was  passed  making  the 
ports  of  Piltsbur|[h,  Wellsbuigh,  Cincinnati, 
Maysville,  Louisville,  and  Natchez,  all  ports. of 
entry  and  deliverv.  Would  such  a  law  as  that 
have  passed  without  directing  the  special  atten- 
tion of  those  by  whom  it  was  passed  to  the  pow- 
ers possessed  by  Congress  to  legislate  upon  the 
subject?  Congress  had,  at  a  later  day,  provided 
by  Taw  for  the  safety  of  passengers,  by  directing 
in  what  manner  vessels  should  be  furnished  with 
safeguards.  By  what  authority  did  they  assume 
to  legislate  upon  this  subject,  unless  it  were  un- 
der the  authority  to  which  he  had  alluded  ? 

If  he  was  correct  in  the  view  he  had  taken  of 
the  power  conferred  upoii  Congress  in  regard  to 
this  subject,  then  it  would  follow  that  Congress 
had  the  same  power  to  aid  internal  commerce  as 
they  have  to  aid  foreign  commerce.  And  he 
would  say  to  his  western  brethren,  that  he  had 
been  a  member  of  that  House  when  the  doctrine 
which  be  had  now  advocated  did  not  need  an  ar- 
gument; and  yet,  in  the  whole  course  of  the  de- 
bate which  had  occurred  upon  this  question, 
though  gentlemen  seemed  impres'sed  with  the 
very  greet  importance  of  the  subject,  they  had 
not  once  adverted  to  the  fact  that  there  was  any 
such  power  given  to  Congress  under  the  Consti- 
tution; and  it  was  for  this  reason  that  he  had  the 
other  day  offered  a  proposition  to  form  a  com- 
mittee on  commerce  among  the  States.  Gentle- 
men must  see  from  the  rules  of  the  House  them- 
selves, that  Congress  had  power  to  regulate  com- 
merce among  the  States  of  this  Union. 

The  Immense  amount  and  importance  of  the 
internal  commerce  of  this  country  was  another 
forcible  consideration  why  Congress  should  have 
the  power  of  regulating  it,  and  aiding  and  facili- 
tating it.  The  commerce  upon  theraississippi 
was  stated  to  be  |350,OOU,000.  Add  to  that  the  com- 


merce of  the  Hudson,  estimated  at  (100,000,000, 
and  ihey  had  an  aggregate  of  (350,000,000— 
greater,  by  one  half,  than  the  whole  foreign  com- 
merce of  the  United  States.  And  this  was  the 
commerce  upon  two  lines  of  communication  only. 
There  was  another  which  had  been  almost  for- 
gotten: he  meant  that  from  the  head  of  the  Ohio 
to  the  Mississippi.  This  wm  a  great  national 
highway,  and  entitled  to  the  protection  of  the 
Government;  and  there  were  other  great  lines  of 
communication  in  this  country;  and  was  it  pos- 
sible that  this  great  amount  of  commerce,  which 
would  increase  in  a  very  few  years  to  double  its 
present  amount,  was  to  receive  no  assistance  from 
Government?  that  this  Government  had  not  the 
power  to  aid  it?  Why,  when  this  Constitution 
of  ours  was  made,  the  distinction  between  foreign 
and  home  trade  was  perfectly  understood;  and  it 
was  evidently  designed  to  spread  the  mantle  of 
protection  over  both.  While  providing  that  Con- 
gress should  have  power  to  aid  foreign  commerce, 
in  the  same  words  and  to  the  same  extent  they 
conferred  the  power  upon  that  body  to  aid  com- 
merce among  the  States  of  this  Union. 

It  was  for  that  purpose,  and  that  purpose  only, 
of  submittfng  the  remarks  he  had,  that  he  had 
risen  at  this  stage  of  the  proceedings.  He  deemed 
it  unnecessary  to  go  through  with  a  repetition  of 
those  terrible  calamities  which  had  been  of  so 
frequent  occurrence,  and  which  were  so  familiar, 
not  merely  to  the  House,  but  to  the  nation  at 
large.  He  would  not  trouble  the  House  with  a 
relation  of  matters  which  were  blready  well 
known. 

He  insisted  that  the  improvement  of  the  west- 
em  waters  was  an  object  which  merited  the  at- 
tention of  this  Government  in  an  especial  manner. 
During  all  the  time  he  had  held  a  seat  in  Con- 
gress, when  appropriations  were  proposed  for 
public  improvements,  he  had  never  stopped  to  in- 
quire in  what  particular  section  of  the  Union 
those  improvements  were  to  be  made.  He  had 
voted  for  all  improvements  of  the  utility  of  which 
he  was  satisfied,  without  regard  to  their  location ; 
and  he  trusted  the  House  would,  on  this  occa- 
sion, put  aside  all  party  considerations,  and  act 
in  a  spirit  of  equity,  and  grant  a  fair  and  just  ap- 
propriation, according  to  the  means  we  have. 

Mr.  HARDIN  next  addressed  the  House,  ex- 
plaining his  views  in  relation  to  this  subject.  His 
speech  will  be  given  hereafter. 

Mr.  BARNARD  remarked  that  he  had  voted 
for  the  reconsideration,  and  did  so  because  a 
spirit  of  fairness  towards  the  various  sections  of 
this  Union  required  that  the  resolution,  as  ori- 
ginally introduced  by  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky, [Mr.  Thomasjon,]  should  receive  some 
amendment  before  it  should  be  put  to  the  vote. 
Perhaps  it  might  arise  from  the  interest  he  in- 
dulged in  in  regard  to  improvements  in  which 
his  constituents  were  more  deeply  interested;  or 
it  might  arise  from  the  interest  he  took  in  regard 
to  those-^reat  subjects  of  commercial  improve- 
ment which  he  believed  to  be  the  most  important 
that  could  occupy  (he  attention  of  this  House, 
that  a  suspicion  had  been  excited  in  his  mind 
that  there  was  an  intention  on  the  part  of  some 
western  gentlemen  to  cut  loose  from  every  sec- 
tion of  the  Union,  except  the  West,  on  this  ques- 
tion. Now,  there  needed  not  the  happening  of 
that  calamity  which  had  just  taken  place  on  the 
western  waters  to  induce  a  majority  of  the  House 
to  vote  appropriations,  and  liberal  appronria- 
tionf,  for  western  rivers;  and  gentlemen  need  not 
to  have  seized  uport  that  calamity  to  have  en- 
forced upon  Congress  (he  duty  of  making  these 
appropriations.  He,  for  one,  did  not  require 
such  an  appeal.  He  had  long  known,  from  the 
daily  history  of  the  western  rivers,  the  amount 
of  hazard  in  navigating  them,  and  it  was  in  this 
view  that  he  made  the  remark  that  he  would  be 
willing  to  vote  |15,000,000,and  borrowthe  money, 
provided  their  navigation  could  be  rendered  safe 
in  two  years.'  But  this,  he  knew,  could  not  be 
done;  and  that  this  work  of  clearing  out  the  west- 
ern waters  by  appropriations  to  he  made  year 
by  year,  would  last  forever.  He  was  therefore 
willing,and  he  believed  the  majority  of  the  House 
was  willing,  to  make  the  appropriations  for  clear- 
ing out  these  rivers  annually. 

Mr.  B.  then  went  on  to  contend,  in  reply  to 
Mr.  HoLMKs,  that  the  power  of  the  Government 
to  improve  the  navigation  of  our  rivers  extended 


as  well  to  the  one  as  to  the  other,  and  that  there 
was  nothing  in  the  ordinance  of  1787  that  gave 
Congress  a  right  to  improve  the  Mississippi  and 
its  tributarien  more  than  any  other  of  the  naviga- 
ble waters  of  the  United  States. 

Some  explanations  were  here  gone  into  between 
Messrs.  BARNARD,  HOLMES,  and.McDOW- 
ELL,  on  that  portion  of  the  gentleman's  argu- 
ment. 

Mr.  BARNARD  then  proceeded  to  comment 
on  a  disposition  which  he  thought  he  had  per- 
ceived in  the  House  to  separate  the  West  from 
the  North  and  East  in  relation  to  the  improvement 
of  navigable  streams.     He  deprecated  such  so 
alienation.    He  made  some  passing  comments, 
likewise,  ot)  the  remarksof  other  gentlemen  who 
had  spoken  in  the  coarse  of^bia  (ubate,  and  said 
he  wished  to  bring  this  House  u>  a  test  vols.  He 
wanted  to  see  what  this  House  would  do  with 
regard  to  public  improvement*;  and,  to  effect  that 
puri)ose,  he  was  prepared  to  offer  an  amendment 
to  tne  pending  resolution.   He  wished  tlie  House 
to  come  to  a  vote  on  the  whole  subject  of  im- 
provements; and,  if  the  House  was  disposed  to 
make  only  partial  appropriations,  it  could  be 
shown  by  the  vote  on  the  amendments.  He  hoped 
the  House  would  not  make  appropriations  on  the 
ground  taken  by  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,[Mr. 
Keknedv.]     He  believed  that  gentleman's  eoo- 
stituenis  would  not  support  him  on  such  grounds; 
for  they  were  generous  and  just  and  honest.  He 
would  he  willing  to  carry  this  question  to  thatgeo- 
tleman's  own  people,  if  he  could  reach  them  with 
his  voice.  The  gentleman  from  Indiana  had  com- 
plained that  his  constituents  were  compelled  to 
payfor  their  lagds;  and  he  had  said  that  any  man 
who  went  into  the  West  as  a  pioneer,  and  stmck 
his  a^  into  the  soil  of  the  forest,  had  a  right  to 
that  soil.    This  position  was  an  untenable  one; 
for  they  had  no  more  right  to  the  soil  in  the  West 
than  they  had  to  his  horse.    He  contended  that 
the  people  of  the  EUist  had  paid  as  much  for  thtir 
lands  as  the  people  of  the  West  paid  for  theirs; 
and  they  had  no  good  ground  of  complaint  in  that 
respect.     He  again  asserted  that  the  interests  of 
all  parts  of  this  Union  were  identified  with  eseh 
other;  and  the  appropriations  for  the  western 
rivers,  the  lakes,  the  Hudson  river,  and  other 
streams,  should  go  together.   He  read  an  extract 
from  a  Boston  paper,  which  spoke  of  the  dis- 
charge of  a  cargo  of  cotton  from  the  South,  and 
the  loading  of  the  same  ship  with  a  return  caiso 
of  eleven  thousand  packages,  being  the  products 
of  the  West;  and  asked  how,  in  view  of  such  cir- 
cumstances, the  different  sections  of  this  Union 
could  be  separated? 

Mr.  HOLMES  inquired  bow  much  additional 
cost  was  placed  on  those  goods,  the  produce  of 
the  West,  for  the  benefit  of  the  North,  by  the  ac- 
tion of  this  Government? 

Mr.  BARNARD  replied,  not  one  dollar,  and 
that  assertion,  he  said,  was  demonstrable.  Did 
not  the  whole  history  of  the  tariff  show  that  its 
effect  had  always  been  a  reduction  of  prices? 
Could  gentlemen  name  any  article  which  had  not 
been  reduced  by  the  tariff?  The  only  tariff  com- 
plained of,  was  a  tariff  with  a  view  to  protection; 
and  it  was  that  tariff  of  which  he  ppoke.  He 
maintained  that  the  duties  imposed  on  our  foreign 
imported  articles  did  not,  by  any  means,  as  was 
asserted,  entirely  come  out  of  the  consumer  of 
those  articles.  Take,  for  instyice,  those  articles 
which  can  be  manufactured  within  the  country. 

Mr.  HOLMES.  Has  the  price  of  railroad 
iron  been  reduced  in  consequence  of  the  duty? 

Mr.  BARNARD.  Yes,  sir;  it  has.  An  offer 
has  been  recently  made  by  a  comiwny  to  furnish 
railroad  iron  at  a  price  considerably  less  than  it 
bore  before  the  tariff  was  passed. 

Sir,  I  was  alludine  to  certain  facts  which  make 
me  jealous  of  the  West;  which  led  me  to  believe 
that  western  gentlemen  and  some  others  were  de- 
sirous of  separating  the  interests  of  the  West 
from  those  of  the  East  and  North.  I  was  allud- 
ing to  the  claim  on  the  part  of  the  West  that  they 
might  dip  their  hands  in  the  Treasury  because 
they  had  put  so  much  into  it.  Gentlemen,  also, 
complained  of  another  thing;  they  complained 
that  they  were  not  only  obliged  to  pay  the  price 
of  goods  purchased  in  the  Eastern  market,  but 
that  they  were  obliged  to  pay — what  ?  Why,  the 
cost  of  transportation,  and  the  interest  of  the 
money  invested  in  the  business !  This  complaiat 
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had  been  aolemnly  made  upon  that  floor;  juit  as 
though  the  gentlemen,  because  they  happen  to 
live  MTen  or  eight  hundred  miles  awav  from  the 

Elace  where  goods  ai«  manufacturea,  were  to 
are  ^em  furnished  at  their  Tery  doors  at  the 
.  same  prices  as  at  the  place  where  they  were  mao- 
nCaetared!    Away  with  such  arguments!    G>en- 
tlemen  must  teach  a  diOerent  doctrine  of  political 
morality. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  rose  and  asked  if  the  gentle- 
man would  allow  him  to  correct  some  statements 
aa  to  his  position? 

Mr.  BARNARD  said  if  he  bad  misrepresented 
Ikim  in  anything,  he  certainly  would  allow  the  ez- 
planatioD. 

'  Mr.  KENNEDY.  Why,  Mr.  Speaker,  the 
rentleman  has  misrepresented  me  in  ererytliing. 
Because,  in  my  remarks  yesterday,  I  referred  to 
the  fact  dtat  the  western  Slates  were  the  only  ones 
in  the  Union  which  had  paid  the  price  of  their 
soil  into  the  national  Treasury,  he  represents  me 
aa  attempting  to  induce  my  constituents  and  the 
western  people  to  appropriate  other  people's  prop- 
erty to  tneir  own  use  >  I  ask  him  what  Govern- 
ment on  the  face  of  the  earth,  except  ours,  ever 
sold  out  its  soil  to  its  citizens? 

But  the  gentleman  is  not  content  to  misrepresent 
me;  trat  he, upon  that  misrepresentation, appeals 
from  me  to  my  constituents,  and  intimates  that 
he  will  appear  before  the  people  of  the  tenth  con- 
gressional district,  and  teach  them,  I  suppose, 
what  they  shall  think,  and  how  they  shall  act,  on 
thia  and  other  matters;  such  aa  whom  thev  shall 
elect  to  represent  them  on  thia  floor,  and  what 
such  Representative  shall  think  and  say. 

Sir,  this  is  an  unusual  assumption ;  ana ,  i  n  reply  |i 
to  it,  I  have  only  to  say,  that  if  the  gentleman 
takes  my  district  in  his  next  circuit  ofappetUs,  I 
will  try  and  meet  him  there.  But  I  will  warn 
him,  in  advance,  that,  should  he  come  there,  with 
bis  dictatorial  airs,  assuming  to  advise  and  direct 
my  constituents,  he  may  perchance  find  himself 
in  a  duck-pond,  aAer  having  been  rode  on  a  fence- 
rlLil. 

Mr.  BARNARD  said  be  again  solemnly  dis- 
sented from  the  opinion  of  the  gentleman.  He  did 
not  believe  there  existed  among  the  gentleman's 
constituency  any  such  disposition  ofl>ratality  as 
the  gentleman  had  described.  No;  he  would  not 
fear  to  go  into  the  gentleman's  congressional  dis- 
trict, and  there,  in  a  temperate,  logical,  argument- 
ativa  way,  rebut  these  very  doctrines.  Nor  would 
be  very  much  fear  to  meet  the  gentleman  himself 
in  the  field  of  argument  upon  that  question  in  his 
own  district.  He  would  fear  neither  the  gentle- 
Btan  nor  his  constituents.  He  believed  that  a 
man  who  wa^  peaceably  inclined  could  pass 
through  (hat  constituency  with  entire  safety,  ex- 
pressing all  the  opinions  which  he  might  desire 
to  promulgate.  He  did  not  believe  at  all  in  the 
brutal  character  which  the  gentleman  had  given 
to  that  constituency.  In  regard  to  the  explana-  j 
tion  which  the  gentleman  had  offered,  be  would 
leave  it  to  be  judged  of  bv  the  House.  What 
Hi  it  amount  to  afler  all?  That  this  w<w  the 
first  example  where  Oovernment  had  sold  land  to 
its  citizens.  But  this  did  not  happen  to  be  exactly 
true.  Every  government  in  this  country  had  sold 
its  land  to  its  own  citizens,  and  put  the  purchase- 
money  into  its  own  coffers.  These  lands  be- 
longed to  the  whole  nation,  and  not  to  those  who 
happened  to  squat  down  upon  them.  They  be- 
longed to  the  people  of  New  York,  of  Vireinia, 
the  New  England  States,  and,  in  fact,  ofaTl  the 
Stales,  and  not  to  those  who  happened  to  seize 
upon  the  possession. 

The  hour  having  expired, 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  BARNARD  desired  permission,  before 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  proceeded,  to  pre- 
aent  an  amendment. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  refused  to  yield  the  floor. 

He  had  made  the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the 
(round  that,  by  the  original  resolution,  it  was 
made  imperative  on  the  committee  to  reports  bill. 
That  was  the  only  objection.  There  had  been 
two  days'  debate  upon  the  merits  of  the  western 

11 


waters.  And  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
[Mr.  BiLRNARo]  seemed  determined,  by  much 
speaking,  to  win  the  western  members  in  favor 
of  his  schemes  of  northern  improveinent. 

The  only  question  really  before  the  House  was 
as  to  the  order  of  business;  whether  they  should 
recommit  the  subject  to  a  committee  to  inquire 
bow  much  money  should  be  appropriated.  And 
he  would  venture  to  say  that  a  committee  could 
not  be  found  in  that  House  who  would  not  be 
willing  to  make  an  appropriation  for  the  Missis- 
sippi river.  The  debate  bad  taken  a  wide  range, 
and  had  been  kept  up  without  any  earthly  profit 
to  the  country  at  large.  If  the  subject  had  been 
allowed  to  take  its  orainary  course,  he  would  ven- 
ture to  say  that  a  bill  would,  before  this  time, 
have  been  before  the  House  making  the  appro- 
pristiontheysoughtfor.  Thedebatehad  retarded, 
instead  of  accelerating  their  progress.  He  thought 
it  highly  jiecessary,  nowever,  that  the  committee 
should  first  inquire  into  the  extent  of  the  means 
at  the  disposal  of  the  Oovernment;  for  he,  for  one, 
was  not  prepared  to  vote  for  an  appropriation 
until  he  Knew  where  the  means  were'  to  come 
from,  and  how  much  could  be  spared.  He  would, 
therefore,  move  to  strike  out  so  much  of  the  reso- 
lution as  makes  it  imperative  upon  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  to  report  a  bill;  and  substi- 
tute a  direction  that  the  committee  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  reporting  a  bill;  and  upon  ibis 
motion  he  asked  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  BARNARD  hoped  the  House  would  not 
sustain  the  previous  question  under  the  circum- 
stances, OS  It  would  exclude  his  amendment;  and 
he  appealed  to  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee, as 
a  matter  of  ordinary  courtesy,  to  give  him  an  op- 
portunity to  offer  it. 

The  demand  for  the  previous  question  being 
insisted  upon,  tellers  were  appointed,  (Messrs. 
WiNTiiROP  and  Stibnkod,)  who  reported  81  voles 
in  the  affirmative,  and  58  in  the  negative. 

So  the  previous  question  was  ordered. 

The  main  question  was  then  put,  being  upon 
Mr.  C.  Johnson's  amendment;  and  upon  this 
question  the  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded,  and 
ordered;  and,  being  taken,  resulted — yeas  108, 
nays  61;  as  follows: 

TEAS— Menra.  Adigi*,  AiitiiMon,  Banrtncer,  Damsrd, 
Bentoii,  Bidlsck.Edmrd  J.  Btack,J«me«A.  Black,  Blscli- 
well,  Jacob  Briiikerboff,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Durke,  Burl, 
Cainpbell,  C«ry,  Carroll,  Reulien  Chapman,  Aupuiua  A. 
Cliapman,  Cha|>pell,  Cbilton,  Clinjnmn,  Clinton,  Cobb, 
Cole*,  Collsmer,  Cmnilon,  Cross,  Culloui,  Dana,  Daniel, 
Richsnl  D.  Davis,  Dawsnn,  Deberry,  Dicker,  Dillingham, 
Danlap,  Ellis,  Elmer,  Farlee,  Foot,  Giddinia,  Uilmer,  Ham- 
lin, Rsmrorit, Haralson,  Uerrick,  Hopkins,  Houston,  Ilub- 
bara,  HaUwli,  Hofhes,  Hnngerford,  Wasbington  Hum, 
Janes  B.  Hunt,  Cliarlasi.IaseraoU.UaveJobnson.AiMlrew 
Ji>hnson,George  W.  Jones,  Kennedy,  Presion  King,  Daniel 
P.  Kiog.  Labrancbe,  Leonard,  Lewis,  Lucas,  Lumpkin, 
Lyon,  McClelland,  McDowell,  Mcllvalne,  McKay,  Marsb, 
Moseley,  Murpby,  Nes,  Newton,  Parmenter,  Panerson, 
Payne,Emery  O.  PoUer.Prau,  Ramsey,  Raltiharn,  Kayner, 
Charles  M.  Keed,  David  S.  Seid,  lU-ding,  Oheu,  Bluer, 
Robinson,  Rogers,.St.  John,  Sample,  Saunder*,  Sweraiice, 
David  L.  Seymour,  Simons,  Albert  Smith,  John  T.  Smith, 
Join  Bletvart,  Stiles,  Strang,  Sykes,  Taylor,  Thompson, 
Tyler,  Wbeaioa,  Williams,  and  Vost— 108. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Ashe,  Bossier,  Bower,  Bowlin,  Boyd, 
Milton  Brown,  William  J.  Brown,  Caldwell,  Garrett  Dnvia, 
John  W.  Davis,  Douglas,  Duncan,  Ficklin.  Florence, 
French,  Frick,  Willisareen,Grinnell,arider,  Hardin,  Ilar- 

Ser,  Henley,  lloge,  Hudson,  Joseph  K.  InterMll,  Ivrin, 
enks,  Psriey  B.  Johnson,  HeCnuclen,  McOJernaud,  Mc- 
Conneil,  McDowell,  Edward  J.  Morris,  Joseph  Morris. 
Morse, Norris, Uweu,  Peyton, RelfejSchenck, Senter,  Sli- 
dell,  OalebB.  Smith,  Robert SmiUi,  Thomas  Rniith,  Sucn- 
md,  Andrew  Stewart,  Slone.Thoinaasnn.Ti^bbatis,  Vance, 
Vsnmeler,  Vinton,  Welter, Wentwortli.  White,  Wiothrop, 
Witkins,  Woodward,  and  Joaeph  A.  Wright— 61. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  agreeing  to  the 
resolution  as  amended;  which,  being  put,  was 
carried  without  a  division. 

OBNKRAL  Jackson's  tinb. 

Mr.  PRATT  presented  the  resolutions  of  the 
L^islature  of  New  York,  instructing  their  Sen- 
ators and  requesting  their  Representatives  in 
Congress  to  use  their  best  endeavors  to  procure 
the  passage  of  the  bill  to  refund  the  fine  imposed 
on  Qeneral  Jackson  by  Judge  Hall. 

The  resolutions  having  been  read, 

Mr.  PRATT  moved  that  they  lie  on  the  table. 


Mr.  BARNARD  rose,  and  said  he  had  no  ob- 

i'ection  to  the  reception  of  the  resolutions;  but  ns 
le  wished  to  make  some  remarks  in   regard   to 
them,  be  hoped  his  colleague  would  consent  to 
let  them  lie  over  for  a  day  or  two. 
Mr.  PRATT  assented,  and 
The  House  adjourned. 

The  following  petitions  presented  to-day  wet*  bended  to 
Ijie  reporters  by  the  members  presenting  them  t 
By  Mr.  KOBINSOV:  A  petition  of  one  hundred  citisens 

of  Oiwci;o,  New  Vnrk,  praying  for  a  modifioalinii  of  exist- 
ing  revenue  laws,  so  as  tu  allow  a  drawback  upon  the  ex- 
portation or  goods  to  the  cnterniinuus  Britisli  provinces  ia 
the  original  boxes  in  which  the  same  are  imported  into  Uia 
Atlantic  cities,  under  such  guard  and  reKlrietions  aa  shall 
not  interfere  with  the  revenue  of  the  United  States;  whieh 
was  relerred  to  the  Commiuee  on  Commerce  and  Naviga- 
tion. 

Also,  a  petition  of  one  hundred  and  A  Ay  citizens  of  Os- 
wego, New  York,  prayinft  for  the  reductioo  of  Uie  present 
rales  of  postage,  fcc.';  which  was  referred  to  tbe  Committee 
on  the  Post  Odire  and  Post  Koads. 

By  Mr.  WRIGHT,  of  Indiana:  The  petition  of  Jacob 
Storm,  of  Indiana,  for  a  pension  ;  which  was  referred  to 
the  (Jornmitten  on  Revoliiiionary  Pensions. 

By  Mr.  MORRIS,  of  Penii.<ylvania  :  Six  petitions  of  citi- 
zens of  Philadelphia,  numerously  signed,  praying  Congress 
to  grant  an  appropriation  lor  Uie  construction  of  a  dry-dock 
at  the  navy-ynrd  nt  that  port. 

By  Mr.  BLACK,  of  Pennsylvania:  Tlie  peUtions  and 
documenu  of  Frederick  Trcsslee,  an  old  soldier,  praying 
for  reUef  I  wbicta  was  tefcrrad  to  tbe  Uommitlce  oa  Invalid 
Pensions. 

Also,  of  sundry  citizens  of  Perry  county,  Pennsylvania, 
asking  a  reduction  on  the  postase  of  periodicals,  newspa- 
pers, and  letters ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  oa 
the  Post  Olfloe  and  Post  Roads. 

By  Mr.  McDOWELI. :  A  rcmltttlon  of  the  Legislature 
of  Ohio  In  Ihvor  of  Uie  repeal  of  the  law  passed  at  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  removing  thesuinincriermof  the  Uni- 
ted States  circuit  court  from  CfduiiiliUH  to  Cincinnati,  and 
ill  favor  of  having  said  court  liolden  in  fliture,  at  the  city  of 
Columbus  ;  tvliich  was  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

Also,  u  petition  of  citizens  of  Scioto,  Adams,  and  High- 
land counties,  Ohio,  praying  (<ir  the  ei,tablishnient  of  a 
horse  mail  route  from  Portsmouth,  on  the  Ohio  river,  to 
Hllshnro,  in  said  Stale. 

By  Mr.  DCNLAP :  A  petition  of  Bartleu  Holmes,  for  an 
invalid  pension. 

By  Mr.  HAYS:  Two  petitions  from  citizens  of  Warren 
county,  Peiiiisylvanhi,  prnyinii  for  n  reduction  of  the  latea 
of  postage,  and  u  reKiricii  j'li  of  the  fmiking  privilege. 

Also,  a  petition  of  cilizcns  of  Erie  county,  Pennsylvania, 
praying  for  an  appiopriatioii  for  Uio  complcUon  of  the  har- 
bor at  Erie. 

By  Mr.  SMITH,  of  Pennsylvania  :  A  petition  of  cttizeaa 
of  the  city  and  county  of  Pliiladelphia.  praying  for  an  ap- 
propriation for  the  construction  of  a  dry-.dock,  at  the  Phil- 
adelpliin  navy-yard  ;  also,  a  pel  itioii  of  citizens  of  Philadel- 
phia city  and  county  pmylng  for  the  revival  of  the  navy 
pension  law  of  18^;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs. 

Bv  Mr.  SEV.MOlJB.of  Connecticut :  The  petition  of  the 
Hartford  and  New  Haven  Railroad  Com|mny,  Ihr  remisaioa 
of  duties  on  their  railroad  iron,  purchased  last  September; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Cointuiitue  of  Ways  and  Meana. 

By  Mr.  OWEN  :  The  memorial  of  John  Pilcher  and  one 
hundred  and  forty  others,  citizens  of  Posey  county,  Indiana, 
praying  for  an  appropriation  of  lands  to  complete  the  Cen- 
tral canal  to  Evansville. 

By  Mr.  BUFFINGTON:  A  petition  si|ped  by  a  large 
number  of  citizens  of  Armstrong  county,  in  the  Stale  of 
Pennsylvania,  pravinir  a  reduction  on  postage. 

By  Mr.  J.  BRINKURIIOFF  :  The  memorial  of  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-three  citizens,  commercial  houses,  and 
ship  mastenj  of  Sandusky  city,  Ohio,  praying  an  nnpropll- 
Ji  ttiUement  exhihiimif  tkt  value  of  ImporU  and  EiporU 
ntioii  to  prevent  the  destruction  of  Sandusky  harbor;  alS4K 
the  memorial  of  three  hundred  and  twenty-six  citizens  or 
Huron  and  Erie  counties,  Oliio,  praying  an  appropriation  for 
the  completion  of  the  Vermillion  hnrbor,on  L:ike  Erie  ;  also, 
the  memorial  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-one  citizens  of  Erie 
county,  Oliio;  also,  the  memorial  of  the  citizens  of  Milan, 
Ohio,  praying  an  appropriation  for  the  reptiirof  lluroa  Har- 
bor, on  Lake  Erie ;  all  of  which  were  relerred  to  the  Com- 
miuee on  Commerce. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  Ibur  hundred  and  upwards  of  citi- 
zens of  Medina  county,t)hio,  praying  the  passage  of  a  law 
for  the  immediate  occujiation  of  Oregon. 

By  Mr.  SAMPLE:  The  memoriiU  ofjobn  J.  Deming  and 
one  hundred  and  thirty-two  others,  citizens  of  St.  Joseph 
county,  Indiana,  complaining  of  the  excessive  rates  of 
poslngu  on  letters  and  printed  inatteV,  ns  now  established 
bylaw,  Snd  praying  Congress  to  establish  a  uniform  rate  of 
postage  on  letters,  not  exceeding  five  cents  in  advance  on 
letters  not  weighing  more  than  one  half  ounce,  Ilc.  ;  and 
also,  to  rcdace  the  rates  of  postage  on  newspaper  and  printed 
matter ;  which  was  referivd  to  Uie  Committee  on  the  Pott 
OOicr  and  Post  Roads. 

By  Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana:  The  petition  of  Benjamin 
and  Thomas  Turnian,  of  Indiana,  asking  compensation  for' 
property  lost  by  tlieir  father  during  the  last  war ;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Commiuee  of  Claims. 

By  Mr.  MACLAY:  The  petition  of  Jamea  Morgan,  of 
New  York,  a  revoluUoiuiry  soldier,  for  a  pensiva. 
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By  Mr.  BEVMOUK,  of  Ni-w  York :  The  peiilinn  ofnin- 
dry  inhabttanu  or  the  cnunly  of  Renmielnor  and  Suite  of 
New  York,  prayitif  a  reduction  of  the  rates  of  pwlaje ; 
which  WM  relbrred  lo  tlw  Coniroltlce  on  the  Poet  OlHce 
■ud  Pom  Road«. 


IN  SENATE. 
Tbobsdat,  January  18,  1844. 

The  PRESIDENT  pre  ttmpare  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  communicatinn  from  the  Postmaster 
General,  iransmiiting,  it>  compliance  with  a  reso- 
lution of  the  Senate  of  the  4th  instant,  a  state- 
ment  of  the  number  of  letters,  pamphlcla,  and 
newspapers,  which  passed  through  the  post  offi- 
ces in  the  United  Stales  during  the  month  of  Oc- 
tober, 1843,  tlt»  number  free,  and  those  on  which 
posta^  was  paid,  &e.  Accompanying,  also,  was 
a  statement  of  the  free  letters  and  doctiments 
mailed  from  the  post  oRice  in  Washington  city  for 
three  weeks  durin;  the  aession  oi  Congress, 
spring,  1840,  as  follows: 
Far  the  iMtkcommeiietnf^prU  9' t  and  ending  tfoy  2,1840. 

Free  letters  fWim  Cnu^rm 6.437 

Free  leiten  froui  Executive  l>cp«riincut< 7,337 

Total  flree  leuers : 13,674 

16,388  public  docnmentK,  weigkinj  8,049  pnund<. 
>*«r  IA<  irccJt  cotnmencing  Jfey  37,  entf  ending  JinuS,  1640. 

Free  letters  frooi  Confren 6.500 

Free  lettcn  from  Executive  DeimrtmeuU 7,4&3 

Total  ftee  letters 13,»» 

106,913  public  documents,  weifblng  9,076  pounds. 
f^tkeweek  eommeneingjuty  l,  and  cmffn*  Jii/y  7, 1840. 

Free  letters  from  Oonitrois 7,436 

Free  letters  from  Executive  Ui>|>.irtuieiiU 7,340 

ToutI  free  letter* U,;B6 

185,768  public  docunientit,  weighing  15,5JI  ptHiiidtf. 

Total  public  documents  in  three  werk«,392,3o8 ;  weigh- 
ing ^.689  pound.-*. 

T<iuil  public  ilwunienti  in  thirty-three  weeks,  4,3U,04a  ; 
weigliiiig  359.579  pounds. 

Toinl  free  letters  in  tlirce  weck«,  43.395. 

Total  free  letters  in  thirty  three  weeks,46S.345. 
Whole  nuinlier  of  docuinenu  in  session  nt  33  weeks,(weight 

359,579  pounds) 4,314,948 

Whole  number  of  free  letters  lit  scssimt  of  33  weeks,  466,34.** 

Tutsi  documents  sad  Itee  letters  sent  during  ses- 
sion of  33  weeks 4,781,393 

On  motion  nf  Mr.  KING,  the  above  report  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Olfice  and 
Post  Roads. 

Subsequently,  on  motion  of  Mr.  JARNAGIN, 
who  was  instructed  to  make  the  motion  by  the 
Post  Office  Committee,  the  above  report  was  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

PETITIONS,  ETC. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  n  petition  from  a 
numberof  inhabitants  of  New  York, styling  them- 
selves looking-glass  frume  inanufaolurers,  carv- 
ers, silverers  of  looking-glass  plates,  reprcseiiiiiig 
that  the  present  duty  mi' glass  fur  the  nianufnc- 
ture  of  looking-glasses  is  so  high  as  to  materially 
injure  their  business.  '  They  pray  a  reduction  of 
the  duty  on  looking-^lass  plates  and  plates  unsil- 
vered;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  presented  a  memorial  from 
Charles  C.  Little  and  James  Brown,  representing 
that  tliey  contemplated  publishing  a  stereotype 
edition  of  the  laws  of  the  United  Stales,  and  pray- 
ing the  patronage  ofCongress  thereto;  which  was 
rtferrcd  lo  the  Oonimiitec  nn  the  Library. 

Also,  a  communication  from  U.  SiUiman,  the 
executor  of  the  lute  Colonel  Trumbull,  represent- 
ing that  he  is  in  possession  of  certain  manuscript 
records  kept  by  that  gentleman,  of  opinions  on 
the  cas<'S  submitted  to,  and  docided  by,  the  bonrd 
under  Jay's  treaty  in  1791.  He  says  that  the 
Government  does  not  possess  copies  of  those  pa- 
pers, and  proposes  to  sell  tliem  to  it;  which  was 
referred  tn  the  Committee  on  the  Library. 

Mr.  WOODBRI DGE  presented  a  petition  from 
sundry  citizens  of  Indiana,  Kentucky,  and  else- 
where, praying  for  a  grant  of  land  to  aid  in  the 
extension  of  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal  to  the 
Ohio  river;  which  was  referred  lo  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lrfinds. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  a  memorial  from 
a  number  of  respectable  citizens  of  western  Penn- 
sylvania, in  favor  of  amending  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution, so  that  it  shall  contain  a  clear  and  ex- 


plicit acknowledgment  of  the  Sovereign  of  the 
Universe  as  the  God  of  this  nation;  an  avowed 
submission  to  the  Savior  of  mankind  as  the  Ruler 
of  this  nation ;  and  a  recc«nition  that  His  revealed 
will,  as  contained  in  the  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and 
New  Testaments,  Is  the  law  p^^amoui  of  this  na- 
tion. They  also  ask  Congress  to  repeal  all  enact- 
ments authorizing  the  running  of  the  mail  stage 
nn  the  Sabbath,  or  any  other  violation  of  that 
holy  day. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  this  memorial  had  been  trans- 
mitted to  him  by  a  learned  and  pious  minister  of 
the  gospel.  He  Imped  that  it  would  be  respect- 
fully received  by  the  Senate;  which  was  accord- 
ingly done;  and  then  it  wns  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  the  Committee  on 
Finance  was  discharged  from  the  further  eonsid- 
eraiion  of  the  petition  of  the  vestry  and  church 
wardens  of  the  parish  of  St.  Philip,  in  Charles- 
ton, South  Carolina,  praying  that  the  duty  on  an 
organ  imported  by  them  may  be  refundetl. 

THE  COMPROMISE  ACT. 

Mr.  EVANS  moved  the  Senate  proceed  to  the 
consideration  of  the  resolution  reported  from  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  for  the  indefinite  post- 
ponement of  the  bill  introduced  by  th«  Senator 
from  South  Corolina,  [Mr.  McDorric,]  propos- 
ing to  reduce  the  rates  of  duties  under  the  pres- 
ent larifT  lo  the  standard  of  the  compromise  act. 

Mr.  KING  suggested  that  the  resolution  was 
not  the  subject  fiir  consideration.  The  bill  which 
was  referred  lo  the  Committee  on  Finance,  and 
which  that  committee  reported  back  with  a  reso- 
lution for  the  indefinite  postponement  of,  was  the 
mattet-  for  deliberation;  when  that  bill  comes  up 
in  its  order  on  the  Cnlendur,  the  proposition  of 
the  honorable  Senator,  or  the  committee,  for  in- 
definite postponement,  will  l>e  in  order.  lie  may 
then  assign  the  reasons  of  the  committee  for  the 
proposition,  cither  verbally  or  in  writing.  Cer- 
tainly the  bill  is  the  tnaiter  fur  deliberation;  for 
the  obvious  reason,  that  when  the  bill  comes  up, 
the  objections  of  the  committee  to  it  might  lie 
met  by  nn  nmcndtnent  to  obviiite  them.  But 
if  the  resolution  wns  first  to  be  acted  on,  such 
course  would  deprive  the  Senate  of  the  oppor- 
tunity to  innke  the  bill  acceptable  by  amendment. 
He  merely  wished  tn  preserve  the  regular  course 
of  proceeding.  Let  the  previous  orders  be  post- 
poned, and  the  litll  be  taken  up.  It  wns  not 
usual  for  n  committee  to  report  resolutions  of  this 
kind.  It  is  usual  for  the  rhairman  of  a  commit- 
tee lo  stale  in  his  place  that  he  was  instructed, 
when  the  bill  comes  up  for  consideration,  to  move 
fur  its  indefinite  postponement.  He  hoped  the 
rule  of  proceeding  would  not  be  departed  from, 
because  the  cuinniiuee  thought  proper  to  report 
a  resolution. 

The  PRESIDEN  I'  was  understood  to  say  here 
that,  without  reflection,  he  thought  the  resolu- 
tions should  be  cunsidcrcd  in  the  light  of  na  ad- 
verse report,  and  that  the  bill  would  come  up  on 
an  adverse  report. 

Mr.  EVANS  did  not  know  what  was  strictly 
the  order  of  |>roceeding.  He  did  not  care  a  great 
deal  about  the  mode  of  reaching  the  qneation. 
'The  object  of  the  committee  was  to  obtain  the 
sense  of  the  Senate  upon  the  conHtitutioanl  right 
or  power  of  the  body  to  originate  such  a  bill;  aiid 
they  thought  there  was  noolherwuy  to  obtain  it, 
except  by  presenting  the  question  in  the  form  of 
a  resolution. 

ThePRESIDENT  restated  his  decision,  which 
was  not  henrd  by  the  reporter. 

Mr.  KING  said  he  understood  the  Chair  to 
decide  that  the  bill  was  not  under  considera- 
tion. The  rule  was  positive,  that  when  a  bill  was 
sent  to  a  committee,  it  must  be  reported  back 
again,  thitt  the  Senate  may  be  enabled  to  determ- 
ine whether  tliey  will  strike  out  or  not  any  part 
of  it  which  might  be  objectionable  to  the  com- 
mittee. Suppose,  for  instance,  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Maine  thought  proper  to  make  a 
report  that  the  bill  was  objectionable,  owing  to  a 
particular  feature,  and  therefore  recominendiog 
Its  indefinite  postponement:  would  it  not  be  com- 
petent for  any  Senator  to  move  an  amendment,  to 
excise  the  pnrt  of  the  bill  objectionable  to  the 
committee?  Certainly.  For  this  reason,  he  held 
that  the  bill,  and  properly  and  rationally  so,  was 
the  matter  for  consideration.  The  report  of  the 
committee  was,  that  the  bill  be  indefinitely  post- 
poned. If  that  question  should  first  come  up,  and 


be  decided  affirmatirely,  it  would  preclude  an 
opportunity  to  amend  the  bill.  But  if  the  bill 
should  came  up  first,  it  might  be  so  amended  as 
to  supersede  the  necessity  of  a  motion  for  its  in" 
definite  postponement. 

Mr.  EVANS  did  not,  after  all,  understand  that 
if  the  Senate  should  vote  to  take  up  the  resolu- 
tion, the  bill  would  be  the  matter  for  discussion. 
If  the  bill  was  the  subject  before  the  Senate,  for 
discussion  and  decision,  then  how  woulil  the 
resolution  come  up?  What  the  committee  de- 
sired was,  that  the  Senate  would  express  an 
opinion  on  the  question  of  right  to  originate  such 
a  bill  at  all.  That  question  was  to  be  decided  on 
the  resolution,  and  was  preliminary  to  any  other 
question. 

The  PRESIDENT  remarlced  that  the  bill  Was 
introduced  on  leave,  and  reftrred  to  the  Finance 
Committee.  Thai  that  committee  had  reported 
it  back  with  two  resolutions;  one  setting  forth  tlia 
constitutional  difficulty,  and  the  other,  for  such 
reasons,  resolving  that  the  bill  be  iiidefinitely 
postponed.  He  held  that  the  plreliminary  resolu- 
tion was  to  be  considered  in  the  light  of  a  report 
or  recommendation  of  the  committee;  but,  as  the 
latter  resolution  was  the  consequence  of  the  for- 
mer, the  whole  question  was  open  for  discussion 
— not  only  the  technical  question,  but  the  consti- 
tutional question;  and  on  a  motion  for  indefinite 
postponement,  in  alt  the  legislative  bodies  of  this 
country,  the  natural  understanding  was,  that  die 
whole  merits  of  the  question  proposed  to  be  post- 
poned wns  open  for  debate. 

Mr.  KING  here  made  some  remarks  coinciding 
with  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  and  cited  the  mlea 
of  the  Senate  bearing  on  the  question.  The  ques- 
tion for  indefinite  postponement, lie  said — which, 
by  the  rule,  takes  precedence  —  brings  up  th« 
merits  nf  the  whole  question. 

Mr.  ^ERRIE^f  remarked  that  it  struck  hiia 
that,  on  this  subject,  the  Senator  f^m  Alabama 
is  particularly  correct  as  relates  lo  bills  in  the  or.^ 
dinary  sphere  nf  jurisdiction  of  the  Senate.  They 
must'talie  the  course  he  su^esied;  but  by  the 
question  presented  of  the  power  of  the  Senate  to 
entertain  the  bill  at  all,  there  was  a  question  in- 
volved preliminary  to  all  consideration  of  the  bill 
as  to  iu  merits.  Can  it  be  that  we  shall  be  first 
called  nn  to  discuss  the  merits  of  a  bill,  while  the 
question  remains  unsettled  whether  we  have  the 
cnnslttutional  power  to  entertain  the  bill  at  all? 
Thai,  he  said,  was  the  question  presented  by  t)i« 
resolution  of  the  committee.  Are  we  not  bound, 
as  in  every  other  tribunal,  first  to  say  whether  we 
have  jurisdiction  of  a  case,  before  we  proceed  to 
the  discussion  nf  it? 

The  PRESIDENT  was  understood  to  say  that 
was  a  question  virtually  decided  by  the  question 
of  leave  in  introduce  the  bill. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  was  understood  to  sav  that  it 
was  not  possibl«,  by  any  form  of  procedure,  for 
the  body  tn  predetermine  or  supersede  the  ques- 
tion nfcnnstituiionni  jurisdiction. 

ThePRESIDENT  was  understood  to  reply, 
that  upon  that  point  he  would  like  to  bear  sug- 
gestions from  Senators. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  said  that  the  committee 
were  almost  unanimous  that  the  bill  should  be  in- 
definitely poatpused.  They  necessarily  proceeded 
on  the  supposition  that  they  of  ihccommitte  could 
not  take  jurisdiction  of  the  subject-matter  of  tha 
bill.  In  regard  to  the  suggestion  of  the  chairman 
that  the  preliminary  question  of  jurisdiction  was 
deciiled  on  the  question  of  leave,  he  would  only 
say  that,  when  the  question  of  right  was  then 
started,  it  was  agreed  that  the  bill  should  go  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance,  which  was  to  con- 
sider the  question  of  jurisdiction,  and  either  report 
for  the  iiidcfiuile  postponement  of  the  bill,  or  for 
its  consideration.  That  was  his  opinion  of  the 
understanding  of  the  Senate  when  the  bill  was 
introduced  on  leave.  It  passed  through  that  stage 
without  discussion,  on  the  supposition  that  the 
committee  would  investigate  and  report  on  the 
question  of  jurisdiction.  If  it  was  not  constitu- 
tionally within  the  power  of  the  Senate  to  origin- 
ate such  a  bill,  no  form  of  procedure  could  nre- 
vent  action  on  that  preliminary  question.  The 
Senate  referred  the  bill  to  one  of  the  conmittees, 
and  a  majoritr  of  that  committee  are  of  opinion 
that  it  is  a  bill  to  raise  revenue;  and  on  that  sop- 
position  cannot  originate  in  the  Senate.  The  re- 
fiort  of  that  committee  was  bscked  with  a  reso- 
ution  that,  on  that  account,  the  bill  should  be 
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iade£nitely  postponed.    Nov  what  wma  the  fint 

2ue*tion  tu  be  coiwidered  ?  That  of  juriadietion. 
LI*  we  to  go  into  tbo  merita  of  tbe  praaent  tariff 
and  the  queatioa  whedier  it  ahould  be  redaoed, 
and  leave  tbe  queation  of  eonatilatioaal  right  on* 
decided  I  He  maintained  that  that  body  ahonld, 
like  all  other  tribnnala,  whether  they  be  eourta  of 
law  or  equity,  decide  the  question  of  right  of  ju- 
risdiction in  the  ease  before  they  enter  into  a  (fis- 
cussion  of  its  merits. 

After  a  few  further  remarks  by  Messrs.  KINO 
aad  EVANS,  the  question  waa  pot  on  taking  up 
the  report  of  the  committee,  and  carried  in  lira 
aSrmatitrs — theundentaodingbeiagtbatihe  mer- 
ita of  the  bill  could  be  diaeosaed  upon  it. 

The  resolutions  were  read,  as  follows: 

Xmohtd,  TiMi  Itae  kill  onUUed  "  A  MU  to  raTive  the  act 
ofUieM  MMeb,  1833,  ikMflljr  calM  tlw cooipmailwi act, 
and  to  modiiy  Um  exi«iins  dutici  upon  Ibreigu  impnrti  ia 
coatbrmitjr  with  IK  pmvUlnni,"  U  a  bill  Tor  niMiig  rer- 
•ao*  wilMn  ttw  laeniiiig  of  tlie  aercnih  Kciinn  ufthe  flraC 
•nMeef  itwOnMitMisn,  ud  eannot  tiMnlixe  ocifiaau 
ia  Um  Stmu :  TbwabK, 

Xfoltti,  Tliat  it  be  indefiniiely  iKMtpoiied. 

The  following  is  the  bill: 

9jtk9  Unitti  Slaitto/JimeriettiM  Co»gruM  ut*in&i«i.That 
io  liiuch  of  tb«  existing  law  impoeing  duties  upon  foreign 
faDpon*  M  provides  that  duties  «rf  valorem  on  certain  cotii- 
■oidhi—  shall  ke  asswaed  upon  u  asiniined  miaiaiHm 
TMae,  he,  and  th«  aaania  liereby,  repaaledj  and  thai  said 
duties  lie  iiereailer  asaeased  oo  tUe  true  value  of  auch  com- 
■Midiiiet. 

Sao.  9.  .dad  t«  <C  fitrtktr  ttmHti,  That,  in  all  rases  In 
sriMch  the  eiisiiaff  duijr  upoa  any  iapnned  eommndlty  ex- 
caeds  ihicty  per  eentuai  o«  the  value  thereof,  such  duty 
shall  hereafter  ke  reduced  to  thirty  per  cent,  ad  solsreai. 

Ban.  S.  Amt  is  il  furtker  tnatliJ,  That,  from  and  aAer 
4ie  Slat  day  ofDeeesiber  next,  all  duties  upon  foreign  tm- 
■Mta  ahall  he  radtttad  to  KMnty  live  per  eeaUMn ;  and, 
mm  and  aAer  the  91st  of  Daeeuber,  18M,  to  twenty  per 
centum  ad  vahrem. 


Mr.  EVANS  would  offer  a  few  obserTations 
sxplanotary  of  the  viewa  taken  by  tbe  eommiitee 
in  reporting  the  bill  back,  with  the  resolution  then- 
WMlercoasideralion.  The  simple  question  for  the 
Senate  to  determine  on  was  diatinelly  atated  in 
tbat  reaobititm.  It  lay  within  very  narrow  limita; 
•ad  to  it  alone  lie  would  confine  the  brief  obaerv- 
•liona  he  felt  called  on  to  make.  The  committee 
g»*e  to  that  qtieatioo  an  nodivided  and  impartial 
attention;  but  eould  find  no  precedent  to  assist  in 
coming  loany  other  conclusion  than  that  re- 

Cled.  He  did  not  say  that  similar  bills  had  not 
n  inlfadooed  in  tbe  Senate;  but  be  could  not 
4»d  that  any  one  of  them  had  ever  been  acted  4n  .- 
The  very  act  of  eompromiae  referred  to  as  an  ar- 
mament for  the  passage  of  this  bill  was  introduced 
•a  this  bfaneh,  and  iu  several  points  patiently 
diaeassed.  It  went  through  different  slagea;  but, 
at  the  laat  momeitti  the  qnestioii  of  jurisdiction 
being  broaght  up,  its  fate  was  decided,  and  it  did 
net  jtecome  a  law ;  i  t  was  laid  en  the  table,  and  no 
fisrther  action  had  on  it.  The  want  of  jurisdic- 
tioo  in  dw  Senate  to  emanate  auch  »  bill  waa  the 
mote  cause  of  ila  failure;  for  a  bill  substantially 
the  same,  originating  in  the  House  of  Represeni- 
•lives,  waa  introduced  to  this  body,  and  passed, 
writbout  diaaent.  It  was  possible  that  one  or  two 
billa  to  wholly  repeal,  or  do  away  with  rates  uf 
datr  in  particular  caaes,  might  have  originated 
writn  the  Senate;  bat  a  bill  such  as  the  present, 
which  went  really  to  inoreaae  the  revenue,  by  di- 
nmiiahing  duties,  could  nol,  without  a  violation 
of  the  Conatitulion,  emanate  from  the  Senate. 
Xhia  question  of  juriadietion  the  eotnmittee  re- 
nidea  as  one  of  the  greatest  importance;  and,  in 
mtming  their  resolution,  they  took  care  to  pre- 
teM  it  dialinetly  for  the  consideration  of  tbe  Sen- 
ale. 

Tbe  whole  qtieation  turned  on  tbe  meaning  of 
the  worda  *'  raising  revenue,"  and,  to  solve  it, 
it  was  neeeasary  to  knew  the  real  and  distinct 
aseaning  of 'those  words.    In  the  present  caae, 
bat  one  meaning  eould  be  received,  inasmuch  as 
the  avowed  obJMt  of  the  framer  of  thia  bill  was, 
hj  redaction  of  the  duties  of  importation  on  for- 
eign-prodaco  and  manofaelure,  to   increase  the 
revenue  by  thus  creating  a  greater  demand,  and 
eoMequsntty  a  larger  supply  of  articles  subject  to 
iraeh  duties.    It  might  be  argued,  and  no  doubt 
wroald  be  by  the  gentlemen  in  favor  of  this  bill,  ' 
that  it  is  not  a  bill  for  raising  revenue,  but  for 
remitting  it;  that  the  word  "  niiee"  ia  equivalent  i 
to  **  increase"  or  "  augment;"  and  therefore  this 
bill  eaiinot  be  viewed  aa  a  bill  to  raiae  revenue,  I 
inasmuch  as  it  does  not  go  to  increase,  but  to  re-  | 
duce  jtuties— ■*  duties"  being  equivalent  to  the  I 


word  "revenue."  This  argument,  plausible 
though  it  may  be,  ia  not  mibstantial.  The  word 
"  revenue"  must  certainly  be  received,  not  only 
as  equivalent  to  "  duties,  bat  to  much  more.  In 
the  present  ease,  it  must  be  received  in  a  far  more 
extensive  sense.  J'he  revenue  embraces  all  mon- 
eys received  by  Government  through  ita  various 
ordinary  soorees.  And  if  admitted  that  the  re- 
daction of  duties  sought  for  by  Ihik  bill,  will,  by 
enlarging  our  commerce  and  holding  out  a  bonoa 
to  oar  merchanta  and  ship-owners,  to  increase 
their  traffic,  add  to  that  re  venae,  then  the  question 
ia  at  once  set  to  rest,  and  the  Senate  has  no  power 
to  originaw  such  a  measure. 

The  argumentof  the  honorable  gentleman  who 
introduced  thia  bill  for  reduction  of  duties  is 
plainly  an  aigument  for  augmentation  of  the  rev- 
enue. It  eannot  be  viewM,  nor  is  it  offered,  in 
any  other  light;  and  if  he  would  only  transpose 
his  words,  and  give  his  meaning  plainly  to  the 
Senate,  the  caption  of  the  bill  would  read,  "  A 
bill  to  augment  the  revenue  by  the  reduction  of 
certain  duties."  Thus  viewing  the  case,  the  com- 
mittee considered  the  origin&ting  of  such  measure 
in  this  branch  of  Congresa  as  prohibited  by  the 
Constitution.  If  carried  into  execution,  it  pro- 
vides at  once  for  the  collection  of  revenue,  and  the 
paying  of  that  revenue  into  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States;  and,  no  mattei^whether  auch  pay- 
menta  be  more  or  less  than  the  payments  made 
under  any  previous  law  that  this  bill  would  repeal , 
still  such  payments  go  to  increase  the  revenue, 
and  confirm  the  law  underwhich  such  payments 
are  made  as  a  law  for  **  raisin'  revenue,"  and 
nothing  else.  If  it  is  eontetided  that  it  is  not  a 
bill  to  raise  revenue,  and  that  it  will  not  be  so 
when  made  a  law,  then  what  other  purpose  does 
it  answer  f  To  what  purposes  are  our  custom- 
houses to  be  applied,  or  what  services  are  we  to 
expect  from  our  custom-house  officers?  They 
will  go  on  to  levy  each  duties  as  this  bill  proposes 
to  allow,  on  all  foreign  importations,  and  will 
continue  to  pny  over  such  duties  to  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States;  and  surely  it  will  not  be 
argued  that  moneys  so  paid  into  the  Treasury 
will  not  form  part  and  portion  of  the  revenue. 
Under  what  Inw  will  those  collections  be  made, 
or  those  paymehta  banded  over  ?  Why,  under 
the  law  proposed  by  this  bill,  and  so  much  of  our 
previous  taws  as  this  bill  does  not  repeal  or  render 
useless.  The  bill,  he  argued,  was  drawn  up  with 
great  skill,  to  avoid  any  apparent  conflict  with 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States;  but  mere 
fine  phraseology  or  guarded  lanp;aage  must  not 
lead  tite  Senate  to  do  that  which  they  are  prohib- 
ited from  doing  by  that  Constitution.  The  most 
trifling  action  of  the  Senate  on  this  subject  is  of 
the  greatest  importance;  and,  therefore,  it  re- 
quires them  to  investigate  the  subject,  not  the 
fine-drawn  phraseology  of  the  bill,  which  would 
seem  to  set  forth  that  ita  object  is  only  to  remit 
duties  imposed  by  other  laws,  and  that  it  goes  not 
to  impose  duties  not  existing  under  previous  acts. 
The  bill  is  very  euardedly  drawn  where  it  says, 
"  no  more  than  thirty  per  cent,  shall  be  imposed 
on  any  article  of  foreign  produce  or  manufacture 
imported  into  this  country;"  but  not  sufficiently 
so  to  prevent  ita  real  object  being  seen. 

He  did  not  think  this  difficulty  was  to  be  dis- 
posed of  by  very  nice  and  guarded  language. 
The  substance  of  the  bill  had  to  be  looked  to;  and 
what  was  the  bill,  in  substance,  but  n  bill  repeal- 
ing all  former  acts  imposing  duties  for  revenue, 
and  proposing  new  ones  ?  Would  there  be  any 
difference  in  that?  Would  gentlemen  agree  that 
if  this  bill  were  in  two  sections,  the  first  nf  which 
provided  that  all  existing  laws  imposiiig  duties 
on  imports,  should  be  repealed;  the  second  sec- 
tion providii^  that  on  all  articles  imported  into 
the  United  States  a  rata  of  duty  of  thirty  per 
cent,  tdvalcrtm  should  be  levied — would  they  say 
it  was  a  bill  raising  duties  on  imports?  In  the 
firat  place,  it  repealed  alt  other  laws,  and  then 
made  a  new  one.  It  was  so  in*sub8Unee,  though, 
not  in  form.  And  wss  it  not  the  subsunce  and 
operation  of  a  bill  the  Senate  was  to  look  to  f  He 
held  it  to  l>e  a  bill  which,  with  ereat  respect  to 
the  honorable  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr. 
McDurric,]  could  not,  in  its  present  slate,  con- 
stitutionally originate  in  the  Senate.  It  was  a 
bill  imposing  duties  and  raising  revenue  on  all 
articles  of  importation. 

A  very  considerable  proportion,  both  in  num- 
ber and  value,  of  all  theimporta  of  this  country. 


were  subject  to  specificduties — duties  on  iron,  so 
much  a  ton;  on  hemp,  so  much  a  ton;  on  duck, 
so  much  a  yard;  silk,  by  the  pound;  glass,  by  the 
pound;  salt,  by  the  bushel;  spirits,  by  the  gallon; 
apd  so  on.  A  great  variety  of  these  articles  wen 
articles  of  value,  and  were  subject  to  specific  rataa 
of  duty  by  weight,  and  nol  by  value.  The  ar- 
gument of  the  honorable  Senator  [Mr.  McDcr- 
riE]  would  have  been  much  stronger,  if  he  had 
stated  that  the  present  daty  on  iron  of  fifteen  per 
cent,  should  be  reduced  to  five  per  cent.  Such  a 
coarse  would  show  at  once  the  true  meaning  of 
the  bill,  which  went,  by  a  reduction  of  duties,  to 
promote  an  increase  of  the  revenue.  In  short,  if 
the  proposed  bill  meant  anything,  it  meant  the 
eolltction  of  a  new  duty  under  a  new  form — a 
doty  to  be  assessed  by  invoices  and  not  by  quan- 
tity. But  how  was  it  to  be  done  ?  Not,  eertainljr, 
by  any  existing  law;  but  by  a  law  which  would 
impose  a  duly  of  thirty  or  twenty  per  cent.,  as 
this  bill  would  do  if  it  were  executed.  He  did 
not  think  the  bill  could  be  executed.  The  pro- 
visions provided  that  a  rate  of  ad  talortm  duties 
should  lie  assessed  on  all  articles  which  are  sub- 
ject to  specific  duties.  It  would  not  provide  for 
any  assessment,  unless  the  honorable  Senator 
would  introduce  a  clause  saying,  that,  from  a 
certain  date,  iron  shonld  be  8ul>iect  to  a  duty  of 
fifteen  ortwcnty  dollare  a  ton,  and  hemp  as  much, 
and  spirits  as  much;  and  then  the  question  would 
arise,  in  what  way  were  those  duties  to  be  col-  . 
lected?  There  was  no  taw  to  regulate  the  col - 
Ibction,  no  law  prescribing  the  manner  in  which 
such  duties  should  be  collected. 

Under  this  bill,  the  collector  or  comptroller  of 
customs  sends  word  to  the  officera  unaer  him  to 
abandon  all  existing  duties;  and  when  he  does 
so,  liow  is  he.to  execute  the  proposed  law  ?  Not 
under  a  revenue  bill  emanating  from  this  body— 
a  body  which,  by  the  Constitution,  has  no  power 
to  send  forth  or  concoct  such  a  bill.  Hfe  con- 
tended that  the  sixteenth  section  did  not  (though 
it  might  be  argued  to  the  contrary)  reach  this 
case.  It  is  said  this  law  does  not  impose  a  cer- 
tain duly;  but  it  says,  "  where  ihere  is  orthallbe 
a  certain  duty,  then  notmore,"&c.  Now, if  this 
is  allowed  by  the  honorable  Senator,  he  must  ad- 
mit that  it  imposes  in  reality  an  ad  valorem  duty; 
and  if  the  law  can  only  be  exercised  under  this 
section,  it  gives  a  power  to  conlrnl  ad  vatortm 
duties  not  heretofore  recognized.  This  bill  goes 
lor  the  remitting  of  duties,  not  merely  beyond  a 
certain  amount,  but  for  the  imposition  of  new  ad 
Taforrni  duties,  under  altogether  a  new  form;  and 
to  assess  those  duties,  invoices  should  be  looked 
at  instead  of  scales  and  balances. 

Mr.  K.  here  entered  into  a  history  of  the  oriein 
of  the  clause  of  the  Constitution  prohibiting  the 
Senate  from  acting  on  such  bills,  unless  brought 
up  (h>m  the  House  of  Representatives.  It  was 
taken  from  a  similar  clauae  contained  in  the  Brit- 
ish constitution,  which  gave  to  the  House  of  Com- 
mons the  solo  power  of  originating  and  carrying 
through  all  measures  l)earing  on  the  public  reve- 
nue, and  proliibiting  the  House  of  Lords  from  at 
all  interfering  therewith,  the  Commons  being  the 
only  recognized  representative  body  of  the  peo- 
ple. When  this  question  was  brought  up  in  con- 
vention; it  was  at  the  instance  of  the  smaller 
States.  They  considering  that,  if  the  Senate  had 
the  power  of  raising  revenue  by  the  imposing  of 
taxes  or  otherwise,  they  would  not  have,  in  that 
body,  an  eqifality  nf  representation,  and  that 
their  interests  would  be  merged  in  those  of  the 
larger  States.  This  view  they  pressed  on  the 
convention;  and,  by  pereeverance,  at  last  ob- 
tained the  compromise  which  prohibited  the  Sen- 
ale  from  emanating  any  bill  for  the  raising  of 
revenue — leaving  to  that  body  on  all  such  oues- 
tions  still  the  power  of  amenilment.  It  would  be 
a  dangerous  precedent  to  transcend  the  powers 
granted  to  this  body  by  the  Constitution,  by  ori- 
ginating a  bill  to  make  a  taw  in  direct  violation 
of  that  Constitution. 

To  enable  Senatora  to  judge  how  far  his  views 
were  correct,  he  would  refer  to  the  Treasury- 
note  bill  of  the  extra  session  of  1837,  which  ori- 
ginated in  and  passed  the  Senate,  but  was,  after 
a  discussion  in  the  House  of  Representatives, 
refused  to  be  entertained  on  tlie  simple  gronnd 
that  its  emanating  from  the'^nate  was  a  viola- 
tion of  the  Constitution.  If  such  was  the  fate  of 
that  bill— which,  strictly  speaking,  could  not  be 
termed  a  bill  for  raising  revenue,  lU  express  pur- 
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080  being  for  borrowing  money,  which  thoold 
e  repnid — it  furnislied  a  strong  argument  in  tup- 
port  of  the  resolution  reported  by  tlie  commiuee. 
On  thin  determination  of  the  House,  Mr.  Cam- 
breleiig,  then  chairman  of  the  Waya  and  Means, 
took  up  his  own  bill,  which  contained  the  aanie 
provisions,  and  which  passed  and  became  a  law. 

Such  a  bill  as  that  proposed  could  only  origin- 
ate in  iho  House,  and,  in  thia  body,  could  only 
receive  indefinite  postponement. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  remarked  that  he  andentoo4 
the  chairmnn  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  [Mr. 
Ktaki]  confined  his  argument  to  theconstitutional 
right  of  the  Senate  to  originate  this  bill,  for  the 
purpose  of  discussing  iliut  [x>int  as  a  preliminary 
question,  leaving  the  merits  of  the  bill  to  be  after- 
wards debated.  A*  it  was  proliable  other  gentle- 
men were  desirous  of  giving  their  views  on  that 
constitutional  point,  he  would  cheerfully  yield  the 
floor  to  them  fur  that  discussion. 

Mr.  WOODRURY  was  sure,  if  gentleman  had 
taken  into  consideration  the  ori'in  of  the  princi- 
)ile  now  under  consideration,  they  would  have 
seen  that,  however  applicable  it  might  have  been 
to  the  condition  oFEngland  and  the  form  of  its  Gov- 
ernment, there  could  be  no  analogy  drawn  from 
that  circumstance  in  relation  to  ony  necessity  for 
giving  it  the  same  interpretation  in  this  Govern- 
ment. It  wss  well  known  that,  in  the  conven- 
tion which  settled  the  Constitution,  this  question 
gave,  rise  to  long  discussion  and  serious  delibera- 
tion. It  was  taken  partially  from  a  similar  pro- 
vision in  the  British  constitution,  from  which 
many  of  our  existing  laws  were  drawn.  The 
British  Commons  at  first  had  not  the  power  to 
propose  or  originate  taxes,  or  other  sources  of 
revenue;  they  were  called  on  to  nssent  to  taxes, 
not  to  propose;  but,  after  the  Revolution,  they, 
on  the  principle  that  they  were  the  only  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people,  claimed  and  obtained 
the  right,  not  only  of  proposing,  but  carrying  out, 
without  other  interference,  all  measures  bearing 
on  the  expenditure  of  their  cnnsiituints — the  peo- 
ple. The  Constitution  of  England  stood  cnm- 
posed  of  Kings,  Lords,  and  Commons — the  latter 
ueins  alone  representative  of  tlto  people.  The 
Lores  could  in  no  Way  be  viewed  as  a  represent- 
ative body;  they  formed  a  distinct  tribunal;  and 
it  was  ill  the  spirit  that  the  people  should  not  be 
burdened,  except  by  their  chosen  representatives, 
tliat  the  other  branches  of  the  English  Constitu- 
tion were  prohibited  from  not  only  proposing, 
but  entertaining,  any  question  appertaining  to  the 
public  revenue.  But  that  argument  would  not 
hold  good  here.  The  Senate  was,  he  maintained, 
n  representative  body — fully  as  much  so  as  the 
House  of  Uepresentatives;  the  only  difference 
was,  the  latter  represented  the  people;  the  former 
the  sovereign  States  of  the  Union. 

In  convention,  it  was  argued,  as  a  reason  for 
withholding  from  this  body  the  power  of  origin- 
ating revenue  questions,  that  here  the  great  Stales 
had  the  most  power,  and  thai  the  interests  of  the 
smaller  States  would  not  be  fuiily  represented; 
ond  to  strengthen  themselves,  reports  were  indus- 
triously circulated  that  the  Senate  intended  to 
constitute  itself  a  permanent  ITody,  and  to  reside 
at  the  seal  of  Government,  where  its  members 
would  possess  all  the  influence  necessary  to  for- 
ward their  own  plans,  without  humbling  them- 
selves by  visiting  or  attending  to  the  wants  or 
wishes  of  constituents;  but,  notwiilisuinding  all 
these  strong  arguments  against  it,  the  conventiod 
gave  to  the  Senate  the  main  power,  in  giving  to 
them,  on  all  such  matters  emanating  elsewhere, 
the  power  of  amendment.  He  asked,  did  it  ever 
enter  into  the  heart  of  man  to  suppose  that  ques- 
tions of  the  nature  now  under  consideration  could 
not  emanate  here  without  being  prejudicial  tu  the 
interests  of  the  country?  Could  the  Senate  do 
nothing?  Could  they  not  introduce  bills  to  pre- 
Tent  frauds  on  the  public  revenues,  to  bestow, 
sell,  or  distribute  public  lands,  being  one  branch 
of  these  revenues? 

Half  the  bills  in  relation  to  the  public  lands 
had  originated  in  the  Senate.  The  Senate,  being 
the  representation  of  the  States,  had  as  much 
right  to  originate  legislation  on  subjects  of  para- 
mount interest  to  the  States,  as  the  other  branch 
(the  House)  had  to  originate  legislation  on  sub- 
jects of  general  intetest  to  the  people.  The  only 
limitation  with  regard  to  the  Senate  was  in  regard 
to  bills  for  imposing  taxation  for  revenue;  and 
then,  the  origin  of  such  bills  must  bo  in  the  other 


House.  It  is  only  the  imposition  of  a  new  tax, 
or  duty,  or  the  increasing  of  duties  already  exist- 
ing, that  the  Senate  is  prohibited  from  originat- 
ing. But,  can  it  be  argued  from  this,  that  a  mod- 
ification of  existing  laws,  which  does  not  either 
impose  new  duties,  or  augmenLthose  olready  es- 
tablished, can  be  involved  in  tllM  question  of  pro- 
hibition? 

In  relation  to  the  post  office,  did  it  not  raise  its 
income  by  taxation  on  the  community  ?  and  yet 
did  any  one  doubt  that  the  Senate  could  originate 
bills  to  regulate  or  redure  the  rates  of  postage,  or 
think  it  would  be  an  infringement  on  the  rights 
of  the  other  House?  Was  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads — 
now  so  anxiously  engaged  in  framing  a  bill  on 
the  subject  of  postage  and  the  internal  economy 
of  the  Department^to  be  met  with  this  objection 
when  he  introduced  his  bill?  and  yet  was  it  an 
analogous  case.  Gentlemen  might  say  that  the 
Post  Office  does  not  raise  revenue.  But  postage 
was,  in  pouil  of  fact,  as  much  a  tax  on  the  peo- 
ple, as  far  as  it  went,  as  any  other  tax  (o  which 
they  were  subject.  It  had  always  been  consid- 
ered such.  It  was  no  matter  whether  the  ex- 
pense of  the  cstsblishment  consumed  the  income 
or  not;  still  it  was  a  tax.  It  is  a  mode  of  rais- 
ing revenue.  But  if  the  principle  on  which  the 
introduction  of  this  bill  was  resisted  should  be- 
come a  precedent,  the  Senate  cannot,  against  that 
precedent,  originate  a  bill  to  change  the  rates  of 
postage.  Neither  a  bill  to  regulate  postage  or 
to  mitigate  the  present  rates  of  postage,  can,  ac- 
cording to  that  principle,  origiimte  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  W.  referred  to  a  passage  in  the  act  of  1836, 
which  declares  that  post  office  income  is  a  rev- 
enue; and  by  which  the  receipts  were  to  be  paid 
into  Ihe  Treasury  as  revenue,  and  drawn  from  it 
as  revenue.  Gentlemen  said  there  could  be  no 
revenue  from  the  Post  Office,  because  the  expend- 
iture left  none;  hut  would  they  take  any  ten  years 
back  in  succession  to  1790,  and  say  that  no  rev- 
enue had  been  derived  from  the  Post  Office  above 
itaexpenses?  Heapprehetidedthcy  would  not  say 
this,  Mr.  W.  then  referred  to  several  instances 
in  which  payments  had  been  made  into  the  Treas- 
ury from  the  Post  Office,  commencing  in  1794. 
In  all  countries  in  which  the  post  office  system 
was  properly  carried  on,  it  was  looked  to  as  a 
source  of  revenue.  In.  England,  the  proceeds 
had  been  tll,000,UOO,  and  was  now  reduced  to 
$7,000,000.    In  France,  it  is  $5,000,000. 

The  objections  now  urged  against  the  origina- 
tion of  this  bill  in  the  Senate  wouhl  equolly  apply 
to  the  introduction  of  Treasury-note  bills;  yet 
such  bills  had  originated  in  the  Senate  frequently. 
He  instanced  that  in  1837,  and  olJicrs. 

Gentlemen  should  consider  that  tliey  were  the 
representatives  of  sovereign  States,  and  that 
they  ought  to  hesitate  before  they  deprived  those 
States  of  any  of  their  rights  or  privileges  of  be- 
ing heard;  and  that  if  they  rej>-ct  this  bill  because 
it  affects  revenue,  they  establiah  a  precedent  for 
rejecting  every  bil!  affecting  the  public  lands,  rates 
of  postage,  loans,  and  raising  money  by  Treas- 
ury notes.  The  same  precedent  would  be  appli- 
cable to  originating  bills  on  any  one  of  these  sub- 
jects in  the  Senate. 

The  compromise  bill  of  1833-33  originated  in 
the  Senate,  a  question  being  raised  us  to  the  right 
of  originating  it.  The  bill  went  through  all  its 
stages  to  its  final  passage,  witliout  any  objection 
of  that  kind  succeeding;  and  it  was  only  as  a 
matter  of  convenience,  to  facilitate  business,  that 
it  was  liiid  on  tlic  table,  and  the  House  bill  taken 
up  (which  was  exactly  the  same)  and  passed. 

On  looking  to  the  general  laws,  it  would  be 
found  that  many  bills  affecting  revenue  had  ori- 
ginated in  the  Senate.  He  gave,  as  an  instance, 
the  Jaw  of  1830  repealing  tonnage  duty  on  ship- 
ping. Did  not  Ihat  bill  affect  revenue?  It  was 
no  matter  whether  it  was  arepeal  or  reduction  of 
duty.  In  1833  another  bill  originated  in  the  Sen- 
ale  suspending  certain  duties.  He  also  referred 
to  the  acts  of  1833  snd  1834.  He  bad  only  looked 
over  two  volumes  of  the  general  laws  out  of  eight; 
and  no  doubt  in  the  remaining  six  he  could  find 
numerous  instances  in  which  bills  affecting  the 
revenue  had  originated  in  the  Senate. 

He  apprehended  that,  from  these  analogies  and 
precedents,  the  bill  introduced  by  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  ought  to  be  entertained  on 
the  ground  that  it  did  not  come  in  conflict  with 
the  clause  in  the  Constitution  so  often  quoted  by 


the  gentlemen  opposite.  It  does  not  at  all  touch 
that  principle,  biecause  it  is  not  a  bill  to  increase 
the  burden  of  taxation.  The  Slates  do  not  inter- 
fere to  increase  the  bardeas  of  the  people,  whidi 
that  clause  of  the  Constitution  was  intended  to 
guard  against  on  their  part;  and  therefore  it  does 
not  come  within  the  object,  intent,  or  meaning  of 
the  prohibition.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  a  bill  to 
reduce  taxation— to  diminish  the  burdens  of  the 
people — and,  so  far,  goes  with  the  object  which 
the  framera  of  the  Consiitation  had  in  view.  It 
is,  besides,  sustained  rather  than  impaired  l^sH 
this  precedents  existing  on  t^a  subject  of  originsl- 
ing  in  the  Senate  biUa  afifoeting  revenue  on  im- 
ports, lands,andposlagea—bill8fVeqiientlT  origin- 
ating in  that  body,  ever  nnce  the  foansationof 
the  Government. 

If  the  Senate  departed  from  these  piecedeats, 
it  would,  in  doing  so,  strip  itself  of  its  own  pow- 
er, and,  by  the  action  of  repreaentalivea  of  sover- 
eign States,  deprive  those 'StaSea  of  one  of  Ibsir 
most  important  privileges.  On  these  grounds  he 
was  opposed  to  the  resolution,  and  should  vole 
against  it. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  said,  that  being  one  of 
the  committee  which  reported  this  resolution,  be 
felt  called  upon  to  state — and  he  should  do  it  very 
briefly— the  reasons  which  had  induced  him  to 
concur  with  the  majority  in  the  decision  that  the 
bill  of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  could  not 
originate  in  the  Senate. 

He  was  very  glad  that  lliis  was  a  qaestioa 
which  could  be  discussed  without  being  prejo- 
diced  by  party  opinions.  It  was  simply  a  ques- 
tion of  constitutional  law.  It  was  to  be  decided 
by  a  reference  to  the  very  same  instrument  which 
enabled  the  Senate  to  sit  in  that  chamber  at  a 
legislative  body,  and  to  exercise  iu  legislative 
functions. 

The  arguments  of  his  honorable  friend  froai 
Maine,  [Mr.  Evahs,]  ware  ao  clear,  lucid,  and 
full,  that  they  superseded  the  necessity  of  any 
elaborate  remarks  from  asy  quarter  in  support  of 
the  resolution  reported  from  the  Finance  C<nb- 
mittee.  Indeed ,  if  it  were  not  for  the  importaaee 
of  the  question,  he  thould  not  have  attempted  to 
trespass  on  the  time  of  the  Senate  by  anything  be 
could  hope  to  say  in  addition  to  the  remarks  of 
his  honorable  friend.    - 

He  thought  the  question  new  before  the  Senate 
(ihe  merits  of  the  biH  not  being  undesdiseoation) 
bad  been  happily  compresatd  inia  i«ry  aarfo* 
limita.  It  was  simply  whether  Ihe  bill  inlrodoced 
by  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  was  or  was 
not  a  revenue  bill,  within  the  meaning  of  the 
clause  in  the  Constitution  which  says  all  bills  10 
raise  revenue  shall  originate  in  tjie  House  of  Bep- 
retentatives.  The  clansa  in  the  Coastitntioa 
whioli  contains  this  express  limitatioo.  is  the 
seventh  section  of  tiie  first  article,  it  says  that 
all  bills  for  raiting  revenue  shall  originate  in  the 
House  of  Representatives;  but  the  Seaale  may 

Cropose  or  concur  in  atnendmenta,  as  in  other 
ills  coming  from  the  House.  Now,  every  part 
of  this  limiuiion  was  to  be  considered  in  refer* 
cnce  to  its  construction.  "  All  bills  for  laising 
revenue  shall  originate  in  the  House  ofRapraseBt- 
aiives."  In  its  own  nonstmetion  and  practical 
effect,  it  was  to  bo  considered  whether  this  was  a 
bill  virtually  to  raise  revenue,  do  matter  what 
form  or  shape  it  assumed. 

Mr.  H.  proceeded  at  great  length  to  argue  this 
point.  In  tlie  course  of  his  reowrks,  (which  were 
quite  elaborate,)  he  urged  that,  although  Ihe  bill 
proposed  to  reduce  duties,  it  was  not  the  less  a 
revenue  bill.  There  was,  he  contended,  an  im- 
portant distinction  between  the  terms  mM«<and 
rfuliu.  Revenue  m.eant  income;  duties,  the  rale 
of  taxation.  In  like  manner,  there  was  an  im- 
portant distinction  between  the  geitAal  mraniog 
of  the  words  to  raiu  revenue,  and  the  particular 
meaning  of  the  word  rsiM  as  applied  to  the  in- 
crease of  anything.  To  raise  revenue  signified  to 
firotiile  an  income;  now,  generally  applied,  to  an 
iiicome.for  Goveriimebt. 

On  these  definitions  (here  exceedingly  com- 
pressed) Mr.  H.  proceeded  to  oi^ue  that,  no  mat- 
ter how  much  this  bill  might  reduce  duties,  it 
would  still  be  a  bill  to  rsiw  reventu,  in  the  literal 
meaning  of  the  clause  of  the  Constitution;  that, 
being  such,  the  Senate  was  inhibited  by  the  Con- 
stitution from  originating  it;  that,  if  any  doubt 
existed  on  that  point,  the  mailer  waa  set  at  rest 
by  the  fact  that,  if  the  bill  became  a  law  as  it  sow 
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stood,  (he  fint  clauw  would  repeal  all  exiatinc 
rcTemMlawssaad  the  only  revenue  lAw  that  would 
be  in  force  wouM  be  this  very  bUI,  by  which  and 
throuf  h  which  alone  dMiea  eould  be  received,  ae- 
carding  to  the  Kmitationa  tharein  laid  down  i  thai 
thia  new  Uw  would  altogedier  change  whatever 
might  be  auppoaed  to  reoMuo  of  the  prcaent  eziai- 
ing  Utwa  for  raiaing  revenac,  by  making  articlea 
now  paying  apecific  dultea  pay  ad  aaJarmi  duties, 
and  by  raakiiig  articles  now  free  of  duty  pay  du- 
ties; and  that,  Baving  all  iheae  powera,  it  would 
be,  to  all  intents  and  p(uposes,a  bill  to  raiae  rev- 
onae  of  the  very  cfaairacter  which  iho  Conalitu- 
tion  inhibited  the  Sanals  from  originating, 

Ue  contended  that  the  precedents  cited  by  the 
Senator  from  New  Hamoahire  [Mr.  WoooBtiail 
were  not  in  point;  that  the  im^me of  the  Ueoeral 
Post  Office  was  not  a  lax,  and  had  never  bcco  con- 
sidered as  such,  because  the  ptirpose  with  which 
that  Department  had  been  instituted  was  not  to 
pr»vide  revenue,  but  to  faoiliiaie  intercommuni- 
c»tioa»  eomnercs,  and  civilizaMon. 
Mr.  H.  alao  touched  upon  the  quealion  of  the 
.  right  to  originate  bills  in  the  Senate  for  the  dis- 
pMaJ  of  the  public  lands.  This,  he  contended, 
was  not  analogMia  to  the  origination  of  bills  to 
raise  revenue. 

In  ooneluaion.  Mr.  H.  hoped  that,  by  keeping 
tbesedistiaeliona  in  view.lheSenale  would  seethe 
propriety  of  adapting  liie  resolution  reported  by 
the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  he  bad  not  the  h»st 
iotentioa  of  discussing  this  i|ues<inn;  but  lie  de- 
siied  u>  form  a,  correct  opinion  on  the  subject,  and 
to  ezpseas  it  by  bis  vote.  In  the  course  of  the 
delMt*,  one  objection  had  oeourred  lo  him  ai(BtHst 
eotertaiaiflK  jurisdicijon  of  this  bill  by  the  Senate, 
wbieb,  perhaps,  bis  frisnd  from  South  Curollna 
[Mr.  AdcDopriB)  eould  remove  to  morrow  morn- 
ing; for  he  look  it  fos  granted  that,  at  the  present 
late  hour,  be  would  not  desire  to  proceed  with  his 
remarks. 

The  question  which  he  would  propound  was, 
can  you  originate  aay  bill  in  this  body  which  you 
caanotamend  according  to  your  legislative  diserc* 
tioa?  Th«  Senator's  bill  proposed  eventually  to 
reduce  all  existing  duties  above  twenty  per  cent. 
I«  that  standard.  Now,  there  were  many  articles, 
under  existing  laws,  which  pay  a  rate  of  duty  of 
twelve  and  a  btlf  per  oen  U  Su  ppoae  lb  is  bill  were 
now  under  dissuasiea  before  Uie  Senate:  eould 
ha  move  an  amendment  to  raise  the  duty  on  one 
of  tbeee  articles  from  twelve  and  a  half  to  twenty 
par  ceaLi  Carloinly  nut;  because  this  would  lie 
an  admitted  vioUition  of  the  Constitution,  as  it 
would  raiae  the  rate  of  duly.  If  thia  bill  could, 
then,  originals  in  the  Senate,  we  have  no  juris- 
diction oyer  it  so  as  to  raise  the  rate  of  duties.  It 
would  be  onesided,  altogether;  and  we  should 
tbna  be  Itmited  to  a  partial  action  npon  the  sub- 
ject. Our  hands  would  be  tied.  We  might  then 
reduce,  but  could  not  increase  any  duty.  He 
shoald,  therefore,  he  glad  if  the  Senator  from 
SoutJt  Carolina  would  furnish  an  answer  to  ibis 
objection. 

JMr.McDUFFIEobserved  that  it  was  his  desire 
to  discuss  not  only  the  question  of  initiation,  but 
the  still  greater  question  of  the  merits  of  the  meas- 
ure itself.  It  would  be  impossible  for  him  to  go 
on  this  evening,  and  conclude  hia  remarks.  He 
sogjgeatcd,  therefore,  that  the  Senate  should  either 
go  into  executive  session,  or  etljoum. 

Oit  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  the  Senate  ad- 
journed.       

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
TmrmtoAT,  Jiantisry  16, 1644. 

The  Journal  havingbecn  read. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TIBBATTS,  the  memorial 
ofCaptain  Henry  M.Shrcvc,  asking  Congress  to 
make  an  appropriation,  by  the  pnasagc  oflaw,  lo 
purchase,  for,  the  use  of  the  Ourernmcnl,  the 
patent-right  of  said  Shrevefor  snag-boats  and  for 
other  purposes,  was  withdrawn  from  the  files  of 
the  Clerk  a  office,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ELMER,  certain  papers 
'^cre  taken  from  the  files  of  the  House,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 
COLOMIZATION  80CIET7. 

Mr.  IRVIN  asked  leave  lo  submit  the  follow- 
ing resolution;  whieh  was  read  for  information: 

RaalKd,  Tbat  Ibe  WO  of  lUs  Usll  be  (ranled  lo  tbe 


AneriesB  Cotnnixation  Socieiy  ttiis  eveBlnB,  for  tlie  par- 
pose  of  holding  an  adjourned  luectiiig  of  taid  society. 

Mr.  BLACK  objected  to  the  reception  of  the 
resolution. 

Mr.  IRVIN  aaked  leave  to  make  on  explana- 
tion. There  was  a  meeting  of  the  Colonization 
Society  held  in  lira  Hall  Inst  Tuesday  evening; 
and,  not  having  finished  the  business  before  them, 
they  adjourned  over  to  meet  this  evening.  Upon 
applicauon,  however,  to  the  Speaker,  they  were 
informed  that  it  would  l>e  necessary  to  get  the 
consent  of  the  House  before  the  use  of  the  Hall 
could  be  granted  them.  There  certainly  could  be 
no  objections  lo  allowing  tlio  society  to  finish  the 
business  before  them. 

Objections  still  being  made  by  several, 

Mr.  IRVIN  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules, 
to  allow  him  to  offer  the  resolution. 

Mr.  REDING  called  fur  the  yeas  and  nays; 
but  they  were  not  ordered. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  inquired  if  it  had  not  lieen 
usual  to  grant  the  use  of  the  Hall  to  the  Coloni- 
zation Society. 

The  SPEAKER  thought  that  it  had  been  fre- 
quently granted. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  observed,  thai  ho  would  then 
go  for  a  8US|>ensiun  of  tlie  ruli.'S. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky,  then  asked  for  tell- 
ers on  the  call  for  yeas  and  nays. 

The  SPEAKER  said  tlie  yeas  and  nays  had 
already  been  refused. 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  tellers,  on  the 
sus|>cn8ion  uf  the  rules,  and  rcsullud— ayes  'JC, 
noca  9. 

No  quorum  voting. 

Mr.  Vance  cahed  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  question. 

TUe  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  BLACK  moved  a  call  of  the  Flouse. 

The  question  being  taken,  resulted — ayes  14, 
noes  88. 

No  quorum  voting. 

Mr.  BLACK  expressed  the  hope  that  the  reso- 
lution would  go  pver,  or  that  it  would  not  be 
pressed  on  the  IIoubo  at  this  time. 

Mr.  PETTir  moved  iliiit  the  House  adfourn. 

Mr.  WELLEU  called  fur  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  question. 

Tlie  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and  being 
taken,  resulted — yea  1,  nays  1^. 

Su  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

The  quealion  was  then  put  on  the  suspension 
of  the  rules.       ' 

The  yeas  and  naya  being  taken,  resulted — yeas 
129,  nays  47, 

So  (two  thirds  voting  in  the  affirmative)  the 
ruirs  were  suspended, 

Tl)e  House  then  agreed  to  the  resolution  of  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania. 

PETITION. 

Mr.THOMASSON  desired  permlission  lo  offer 
a  petition  on  an  important  subject;  nnd  he  desired 
thai  a  newspaper  article  in  relation  thereto  might 
be  rend  for  the  information  of  the  House, 

Objections  were  made, 

Mr,  THOMASSON  moved  a  susncnsion  of 
the  rules,  to  «iiable  him  to  present  ine  papers, 
the  purport  of  which  was  not  understood, 

Tne  motion  to  suspend  was  iiegalived. 

Mr.  ADAMS  called  for  the  orders  of  the  day, 

POST  OFFICE  STATISTICS, 

The  SPEAKER  stated  the  next  business  in 
order  to  be  the  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  House  passed  a  resolution  offered  some 
days  since  by  Mr.  Pitteiison,  calling  for  returns 
of  drop  and  other  Icltern,  and  amounts  of  postage 
received  for  a  specified  period,  &e. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  opposed  the  resolution  on  the 
ground  that  the  information  called  for  was  sup- 
plied in  a  Senste  document.  

Aflcrafew  words  from  Messrs,  PATTERSON 
and  HOPKINS,  the  motion  to  reconsider  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  PATTERSON  then  offered  an  amend- 
ment; and,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  HOPKINS, 
the  subject  was  laid  over  for  consideration  to- 
morrow, 

REPORT  ON  THE  RULES. 

The  Houae  then  proceeded  to  the  orders  of  the 
day,  the  first  subject  in  order  being  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  rules.  Ok 

Mr.  COBBsaid  the  remarks  which  he  had  made 


upon  this  aubieet  on  Saturday  last,  though  they 
were  cut  off  ot  the  expiration  of  the  morning 
hour,  explaineu  his  views  so  fully  that  it  would 
be  unnecessary  for  him  todetain  the  House  longer 
thaii  a  very  few  momenis.  He  had  endeavored 
lo  abow  the  House  that  the  21st  rule,  which  his 
colleague  professed  to  instruct  the  comraillee  to 
report  back  to  the  House,  did  not  infringe  the 
right  of  petition.  He  would  not  detain  the  Houso 
by  recapitulating  tlie  argvments  he  had  used,  but 
he  desired  to  present  one  other  view  of  the  sub- 
ject for  the  oonsideration  more  particularly  of  the 
gentlemen  who  had  heretofore  acted  with  the 
South,  and  given  their  votes  for  the  rejection  of  a 
certain  class  of  petitions.  He  would  aak  gentle- 
men what  was  to  be  obtained  by  rejecting  tbe  3Ist 
rale,  and  adopting  a  rule  such  as  waa  suggested 
by  some  of  those  genilemen  who  had  preceded 
him  in  the  debate }  What  was  it  thai  tiiey  pro- 
posed ?  That  this  House  should  receive  petitions, 
and  lay  them  upon  the  table  without  argument, 
without  reference  to  a  committee,  without  a  re- 
pori,  or  any  consideration  of  the  subject  of  such 
petition.  What  were  the  difficulties  whiclt  would 
be  presented  to  genilemen  upon  their  return  lo 
their  constituents?  They  would  be  told%  it  is 
true,  you  have  received  our  petitions,  but  you 
have  not  acted  upon  them ;  you  give  us  the  shad- 
ow of  justice,  but  you  withhold  the  substance; 
you  will  not  listen  to  our  grievances;  you  shut 
your  cars  to  our  complaints.  He  aaked  gentle- 
men what  would  bo  tlieir  reply  lo  these  allega- 
tions ? 

It  was  with  reluctance  that  he  adverted  lo  thit 
view  of  the  subject,  for  he  was  unwilling  lo  sup- 
ply tlio  Abolitionists  with  an  argument;  but  be 
waa  compelled  lo  do  ao  in  order  that  the  House 
might  arrive  at  a  proper  undersnnding  of  the 
meriu  of  the  question.  What  would  be  the  ef- 
fect of  such  a  course  of  proceeding  as  gentlemen 
seemed  desirous  of  pursuing  in  relation  in  the  re- 
ception of  petitions?  After  having  satisfied  their 
consciences,  by  receiving  the  petitions  and  laying 
them  on  the  table,  they  would  be  asked  to  go  one 
step  further,  and  hear  them  read.  And  the  same 
course  of  reasoning  would  apply  then:  you  re- 
ceive our  petitions  and  hear  tnem  read,  and  yet 
you  refuse  all  action  upon  them.  Next  they 
would  be  called  upon  to  refer  them  to  a  commit- 
tee, and,  unless  iliey  went  still  further,  the  clamor 
would  be  continued;  and,  witli  every  inch  of 
ground  yielded,  additional  weight  was  given. 
The  ground  occupied  liy  the  advocates  of  the 
right  of  petition  was,  that  the  same  course  must 
be  taken  in  regard  to  these  petitions  as  in  refer- 
ence to  all  others.  The  only  course  for  the  House 
to  pursue,  then,  would  be  either  to  reject  them  or 
else  to  permit  them  to  take  the  same*course  as 
nil  olliers — put  them  in  the  regular  channel  of 
business,  and  fioally  act  upon  Uie  question  em- 
braced in  them.  There  waa  no  neutral  ground; 
there  waa  no  half-way  house  which  could  be 
long  occupied  with  either  credit  or  safieiy  to  tbe 
public  interests.  That  was  the  view  which  they 
of  the  South  look  of  the  matter.  They  desired 
to  meet  the  question  at  the  very  threshold.  Their 
doors  must  be  closed  against  them  altogether; 
tliey  must  not  be  received  by  the  House,  This 
argument,  he  was  aware,  would  possess  no  weight 
nor  merit  with  those  who  take  the  other  extreme; 
but  he  asked  tbe  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania- 
he  asked  those  who  occupied  the  same  ground  he 
did — ibose  who  had  heretofore  vuled  with  the 
South,  if  they  were  now  prepared  to  go  to  the 
opposite  extreme?  Were  they  prepared,  (said 
Mr.  C.,)  i"  order  in  relieve  themselves  from  the 
effects  of  the  lalse  issue  which  had  been  made 
upon  the  right  of  petition,  to  say  that  these  peti- 
tions, roust  not  only  be  received,  but  that  they 
roost  be  referred  and  reported  on,  and  finally  re- 
ceive the  action  of  the  Houoe,  though  at  the  same 
lime  they  might  merit  the  condemnation  of  the 
House?  He  would  answer  for  the  gentleman: 
they  were  not  prepared  lo  go  that  length.  He 
appealed,  then,  to  the  gentlemen,  and  asked 
them  to  reconsider  the  ground  they  hod  taken, 
and  to  return  lo  their  original  position  for  the- 
total  rejection  of  tbe  petitions.  One  of  these  two 
things  ihey  would  be  compelled  to  do— either  lo 
reject  the  petitions  or  else  to  lake  full  action  upon 
them.  The  debate  upon  this  subject  had  extend- 
ed to  the  question  of  shivery  within  the  District 
of  Columbia,  This  was  a  aubieet  whieh,  he 
thought,  should  not  be  touched  upon  by  tlia 
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South.  It  wu  not  debatable  ground.  But  the 
peculiar  interests  of  the  South  required  him  to 
say  to  his  northern  brethren  that  they  of  the 
South  did  not  presume  to  overleap  the  commend- 
able example  of  their  forefathers.  la  their  desire 
to  do  justice  to  others,  they  could  not  forget  what 
was  due  to  themselves.  It  was  with  these  views 
and  these  feelings  that  be  advocated  the  retention 
oftheSIsirule. 

Mr.  HUDSON  said  he  rejoiced  that  the  time 
had  at  lenzlh  arrived  when  this  subject,  which 
had  excited  so  much  feeling,  in  the  House  and 
out  of  the  House,  was  now  fairly  before  them  for 
deliberation  and  discussion;  and  he  rejoiced  that 
gentlemen  who  bad  addressed  the  House  upon 
the  subject  bad  been  disposed  to  exercise  that 
candor  and  fairness  which  should  ever  character- 
ize debate  in  that  House;  and  in  the  remarks 
which  he  proposed  to  offer  on  this  subject,  he 
would  endeavor  to  advance  nothing  calculated  in 
any  degree  to  excite  feelings  different  from  those 
wliidii  had  been  manifested  in  the  debate  thus  far. 

He  was  opposed  to  the  recommitment  of  the 
report,  (whicn  he  believed  was  the  question  now 
before  the  House,)  with  instructions,  because  he 
wc^  opposed  to  the  Slst  rule;  and  he  was  opposed 
to  thrt  rule  because  be  believed  it  practically,  to 
all  intents  and  purposes,  violates  a  fundamental 
principle  of  the  Constitution  of  the  country.  Gen- 
tlemen who  had  addressed  the  House  upon  this 
subject  spoke  of  the  right  of  petition  as  a  right 
granted  by  the  Constitution;  but,  in  his  view, 
they  were  all  totally  incorrect  in  that  position.  It 
was  a  right  which  existed  previous  to  the  form- 
ation of  the  Constitution  of  this  Government.  It 
was  a  right  incident  to  all  free  governments,  and 
lo  all  free  institutions.  It  was  a  ri<(ht  not  created 
or  granted  by*  the  Constitution,  but  recognized 
in  uial  instrument  as  a  right  which  the  people 
already  possessed;  andit  woaexpressly  provided 
that  tlie  right  should  never  be  infringed. 

He  did  not  intend  to  go  into  any  nice  meta- 
bysical  abstractions  upon  the  right  of  petition. 
t  had  been  asked  what  was  meant  by  the  right 
of  petition?  His  answer,  in  brief,  was  this:  they 
meant  precisely  what  the 'gentleman  who  asked 
the  question  meant  by  it.  They  meant  by  the 
right  of  petition,  with  reference  to  the  subject  of 
slavery  within  the  District,  precisely  what  the 
gentlemen  meant  by  the  right  of  petition  in  refer- 
erence  lo  any  other  subject.  What  was  the  com- 
mon-sense view  of  the  House  and  of  the  country 
on  the  subject  of  petition  ?  It  consisted  in^assem- 
bling  together,  if  necessary,  and  drawing  up  a 
paper  setting  forth  grievances;  sendingthat  paper 
to  the  House,  and  having  it  considered.  Take 
the  case  of  a  petition  praying  for  a  pension:  it  is 
brought  in,  referred  to  a  committee,  and  the  com- 
mittee makes  the  necessary  examination  into  the 
nature  and  merits  of  the  claim.  He  agreed  with 
the  gentleman  who  had  just  resumed  his  seat;  the 
gentleman  was  right  when  he  said  the  friends  of 
the  right  of  petition  in  this  case  asked  that  the 
House  should  do  precisely  what  thej  were  ac- 
customed lo  do  in  other  cases  of  petitions. 

Gentlemen  spoke  of  the  right  of  petition  in  con- 
nection with  the  freedom  of  debate;  but  if  the 
construction  given  to  tlie  right  of  petition  be  a 
mere  presenting  of  the  petition,  accompanied  by 
a  brief  statement  of  its  contents,  and  this  rule 
were  applied  to  debate,  would  gentlemen  be  sat- 
isfied with  it?  He  thought  net.  Suppose  a  gentle- 
man should  rise  and  say  he  wished  to  express  his 
views  in  favor  of  preserving  the  21st  rule:  would 
it  be  considered  in  consonance  with  the  freedom 
of  debate  if  he  were  only  permitted  to  state  the 
simple  fact  that  he  was  in  favor  of  the  rule? 
Would  gentlemen  be  willing  to  acquiesce  in  such 
an  abridgment  of  the  freedom  of  debate?  Nothing 
could  be  more  absurd  than  such  a  supposition. 
To  suppose  that  one  branch  of  this  Government 
could  do  that  by  a  rule,  which  the  whole  Gorcrn- 
roent  could  not  do  by  a  law,  was,  to  his  mind, 
perfectly  absurd.  They  might  as  well  say  that 
tliat  House  could,  of  itself,  do  other  things  which 
were  prohibited  to  the  Government  by  the  Con- 
stitution— such  as-granting  titles  of  nobility.  He 
went  somewhat  further  than  some  gentlemen  who 
had  spoken  in  opposition  to  the  rule.  He  did  not 
believe  with  his  friemi  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
Bbardslet,]  that  the  right  of  petition,  aVsecured 
by  law,  was  fulfilled  by  simply  receiving  and  lay- 
ing the  petition  on  the  table."  He  believed  there 
should  be  a  consideration  of  the  prayer  of  the  pe- 


tition; and  that  that  consideration  should  be  com- 
mensurate with  the  importance  of  the  subject. 

Mr.  BEARDSLBY  said  he  by  no  means  in- 
tended to  be  understood  that  it  was  a  full  enjoy* 
ment  of  the  rightof  petition  that  the  petition  should 
simply  be  received.  But  when  a  petition  was  pre- 
sented upon  a  subject  respecting  which  they  had 
made  up  their  minds,  and  were  prepared  to  refuse 
the  prayer,  receiving  the  petition  and  laying  it 
upon  th«  table  was  all  that  oould  be  required. 
There  were  thousands  of  eases  in  judicial  pro- 
ceedings where  questions  ore  raised  and  judgment 
is  given  instanter. 

He  was  glad  to  hear  the  explanation  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  NewYork.  Now,  it  was  known  that 
many  of  the  petitions  excluded  by  the  21st  rule 
had  been  of  a  grave  and  profound  character;  and 
some  of  them  contained  able  and  eloquent  legal 
arguments,  in  which  the  whole  subject  was  spread 
out  in  detail;  and  he  apprehended  that  some  of 
the  questions  involved  in  them  were  of  thst  na- 
ture that  they  could  not  be  decided  Without  great 
deliberation.  If,  therefore,  petitions  of  that  char- 
acter were  presented,  he  contended  that  neither 
the  House,  nor  any  man  in  it,  had  a  right  to 
make  up  a  judgment  without  deliberation.  But 
gentlemen  said  that  many  of  these  petitions  were 
for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia; and  that  Congress  had  no  power  to  grant 
their  prayers,  or  to  legislate  at  all  on  the  subject. 
Now,  he  wished  to  submit  a  few  remarks  on  that 
subject. 

In  the  first  place,  he  would  observe  that  the 
Constitution  gave  to  Congress  the  power  of  ex- 
clusive legislation  over  the  District  of  Columbia, 
and  that  power  extended  to  all  cases  whatsoever. 
But  gentlemen  asked  if  there  were  no  limitations 
to  this  power.  He  would  admit  that  there  were 
limitations,  which  were  to  be  found  in  the  Con- 
stitution itself;  and  one  of  those  limitations  was, 
that  Congress  should  not  impair 'the  right  of  pe- 
tition. There  were  also  other  limitations — such 
as  that  Congress  shall  make  no  law  on  ihe  sub- 
ject of  religion,  nor  grant  titles  of  nobility,  Ac, 
All  these  limitations  in  the  Constitution  would 
apply  as  much  to  this  District  as  to  any  other 
parts  of  the  Union;  so  that  the  exclusive  juris- 
diction in  regard  to  this  District,  meant  that  Con- 
gress should  possess  all  legislative  power  in  it, 
and  do  in  it  what  it  r^uld  do  anywhere' else. 
This  was  the  only  limitation  which  could  apply 
to  this  question.  Some  gentlemen  contended  that 
there  were  other  limitations  contained  in  the 
deeds  of  cession  from  Maryland  and  Virginia; 
but  he  denied  that  there  were  any,  and  contended 
that  if  there  were  any  limitations  in  these  deeds, 
Congress  would  not  have  had  the  right  to  accept 
the  territory,  or  any  other,  on  any  terms  but 
those  prescribed  in  the  Constitution.  But  was 
the  abolition  of  slavery  or  of  the  slave  trade  in 
this  District,  a  proper  subject  of  legislation  for 
Congress?  He  believed  that  it  was.  Congress 
possessing  all  the  legislative  power  over  the  Dis- 
trict, the  subject  of  slavery  came  within  that 
power.  If  they  looked  to  the  legislation  of  all 
the  nations  of  the  earth,  and  indeed  of  all  the 
Slates  of  this  Union,  they  would  find  that  there 
was  not  one  of  them  that  had  not  made  slavery 
a  subject  of  legislation.  Many  of  the  States  had, 
by  their  legislative  action,  abolished  slavery 
within  their  limils,  and  all  the  rest  had  legislated 
on  it  in  som«  way  or  other,  thus  aeknowledeing 
it  to  be  a  fit  subject  for  the  legishition  of  Con- 
gress. Why,  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  it  was  but 
a  few  years  ago  that  an  amendment  was  proposed 
by  its  Legislature  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  by  which  Congress  was  to  be  pro- 
hibited from  abolishing  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  without  tlie  express  cousent  of  the 
States  of  Virginia  and  Maryland,  and  such  reg- 
ulations as  they  might  prescribe.  Here  was  an 
admission  that  Congress  possessed  this  power; 
]  for  if  it  did  not,  where  was  the  necessity  of 
'  making  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  pro- 
I  hibiting  the  exercise  of  it?  It  was  also  an  ad- 
I  mission  that  slavery  was  properly  a  subject  of 
■  legislation  by  Congress.  He  believed  that  Mis- 
j  sisslppi,  Alabama,  and  some  other  of  the  States, 
I  had  provisions  in  their  constitutions  prohibiting 
i  their  Logisraiures  from  abolishing  slavery,  there- 
I  by  admitting  that  slavery  was  a  proper  subject  of 
legislation.  This  position  had  not  been,  until 
:  very  lottly,  denied.  He  found,  upon  looking 
back  at  the  public  documents,  that  gentlemen  of 


the  laoat  distingnished  sundiag  in  all  parts  «f  tbs 
Union  bad  admitted  it;  and  in  the  debales  on  lbs 
adoption  of  the  Conttitation,  it  was  conceded  by 
all  that  that  instrument  gave  Congress  the  power  . 
to  abolish  slavery  in  tM  District  of  Columbia.  * 
In  fact,  objections  were  made  to  tbe  Constitution 
on  the  ground  that  it  gave  that  power;  but  it  was 
argued,  on  the  other  hand,  and  by  Mr.  Madison 
particularly,  that  it  was  a  neceaary  power,  and 
ought  to  be  granted.  In  the  Fedefaiisl,  also,  Mr. 
Madison  maintained  that  Congren  not  only  had 
the  power,  but  that  it  ought  to  have  it.  As  ks 
did  not  wish  to  be  misunderstood,  he  would  take 
occasion  to  say  that,  whila  he  contended  for  the 
unlimited  power  of  Congress  over  Ihe  subject  in 
this  District,  he  admitted  that  it  could  not  be  ex- 
ercised in  the  Stat^. 

Mr.  BELSER  here  asked  leave  to  make  an  ex- 
planation. He  understood  the  gentleman  to  say 
that  the  constitution  of  Alabama  prohibited  ttw 
Legislaturs  from  passing  a  law  for  tbe  abolish- 
nient  of  slavery;  and  he  b^ged  leave  to  inform 
him  that  there  was  no  such  provision  in  the  con- 
stitution of  that  State. 

Mr.  HUDSON  said  thathe  was  happy  to  hear 
it.  He  had  been  informed  that  the  eonatitntions 
of  several  of  the  States  contained  such  a  provis- 
ion, and  he  had  been  under  the  impression  thst 
Alabama  was  among  them.  He  mightquois  Iks 
names  of  the  most  distinguished  statesmen  of  the 
country,  who  recognized  the  possession  of  this 
power  by  Congress;  and  he  would  add,  that  the 
ordinance  of  1787,  in  excluding  slavery  from  lbs 
Northwestern  Territory,  expressly  admitted  it. 

Mr.  H.  then  went  on  to  contend  that  it  was  not 
necessary  for  Congress  to  wait  for  petitions  from 
citizens  of  the  District  before  legislating  on  the 
subject;  and  that,  if  tliere  was  a  nuisance  exist- 
ing in  it,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  Congress,  ought 
to  be  abated,  it  was  their  duty  lo  act  at  once, 
without  consulting  the  wishes  of  the  inhabitants. 
He  insisnced  several  cases  in  which  Congress  had 
legislated  in  regard  to  tbe  Distnct  of  Colombia, 
withotK  waiting  for  any  expression  of  the  opin- 
ions or  wishes  of  the  people;  and,  among  the 
rest  referred  to  the  law  for  suppressing  the  sale 
of  lottery  tickets. 

Leading  statesmen  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Virginia — Patrick  Henry  among  the  number- 
were  opposed  to  the  terms  of  the  cession,  becaase 
it  gave  that  power  to  Congress;  and  others  ap- 
proved it  for  that  very  reason.  The  statement, 
therefore,  came  with  an  ill  grace  from  gentlemen, 
that  Maryland  and  Virginia  woaM  nothave  made 
this  cession  if  they  could  hare  sapposed  that 
Congress  thereby  would  possess  the  power  In 
abolish  slavery  in  this  District.  What  did  itsll 
amoant  to?  Why,  if  he  sold  n  farm,  the  pur- 
chaser could  convert  it  to  such  purpq^  as  he 
pleased;  and  so  Congress,  by  the  terms  of  lb* 
cession,  had  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia.  There  was  no  limitation,  nor 
any  reservation  of  concurrent  jurisdiction. 

The  rooming  hour  expired,  and  the  gentleman 
was  cut  short  in  his  remarks. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATIONS. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  varions 
executive  communications,  as  fallows: 

A  communication  from  the  President  of  the 
United  Slates,  in  reply  toa  resolution  of  the  House 
of  the  lOih  instanit  calling  for  correspondence  in 
relation  to  the  title,  boundary,  and  settlement  of 
the  Oregon  Territory,  in  which  the  President  said 
that  all  such  correspondence  had  from  time  to  lime 
been  laid  before  Congress,  except  some  recent 
correspondence  with  our  Miniater  near  the  Court 
of  St.  James,  which  it  was  not  deemed  expedient 
to  \af  before  Congress  on  the  eve  of  the  arrival  of 
a  Minister  from  England  with  whom  dsgotiations 
would  be  opened  at  an  early  period. 

A,  communication  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, with  copies  of  statements  rendered  to  that 
Department  by  the  banks  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, showing  the  state  of  their  affairs. 

A  communication  from  the  War  Department, 
in  compliance  with  an  existing  law,  giving  a  slate- 
nicnt  of  the  Second  Auditor,  of  the  expenditures 
for  the  year  1843,  for  the  Military  Academy. 

A  communication  from  the  War  Department, 
in  answer  lo  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  10th  instant,  transmittmg  a  eopy 
of  the  report  of  Capuin  Hughes,  accompuiied  by 
a  survey  of  the  river  Hudson. 
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Mr.  BARNARD  mored  the  printing  of  three 
Ihousaml  eopiee  extrn. 

Tli«  motion  was  objectetl  to,  and  it  waa  reaerved 
for  fViture  consideration. 

A  eommuiiicniion  from  the  War  Depnrtment, 
in  repljr  to  a  resolution  of  the  Hnnse  of  the  2Ttli 
oltimn,  requiring  the  Secretary  ofWar  to  fomiah 
to  the  Hmise  ine  names  of  persons  entitled  to 
boonty  lands  who  had  not  obtained  their  war- 
rants, and  the  names  of  those  who  had  obtained 
their  warrants,  but  had  neglected  to  take  out  their 
patents. 

A  communication  from  the  Na»y  Department, 
(mnsmitting  the  annual  report  of  the  Oommie- 
•toner  of  Pensions. 

A  communication  from  the  Cleric  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  in  reply  to  two  resolutions  of 
the  Hoa«!  of  Representalires  of  the  3U  and  lOlli 
instant,  in  relation  to  the  firintin;  of  the  Twenty- 
Seventh  Con'ress,  nnil  of  the  sixth  census. 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in 
.  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  the 
lOfh  instant,  transmiiiinv  a  statement  of  the. 
amount  of  expenditures  which  lias  lieen  settled, 
on  the  certificate  of  the  Presiilent  only,  since  the 
4Ui  of  March,  1839. 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmit- 
tio*,  in  compliance  with  the  fifth  seciion  of  an 
•et  of  March  3,  1809,  a  statement  exhibiiiii*  the 
expenditures  made  during  the  yt<ar  1843  for  the 
contingent  cxpenaes  of  the  military  csiablishnient. 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary,  in 
compliance  With  the  resolution  of  29th  of  May, 
1830,  Iransmitliit^  statements  of  npprnprjatioiis 
for  pensions  wliicli  have  been  made  and  rrjeetcd 
during  the  last  year. 

All  these  communications  were  ordered  to  be 
laid  on  the  thble  and  to 'be  printed.  . 
RESOLXmoNS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SIMONS,  it  was 
Retoltettj  Tliat  the  cwmmiitee  appointed  to  inquire  Into 
Urn  pnitnivlng  and  HUinsrapbing  for  the  IVcniy-Sixili  and 
TwciWy-aennth  UoMgriJui  be  aatlmrlsMi  to  aend  for  per- 
■oii«,  aad  to  oil  during  Uie  aiuiass  n(  litis  Uoiwe. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  C.  JOHNSON,  it  waa 
Rmthtt,  IHm  llie  Preaidenl  orHie  United  Statcfi  lie  re- 
qnesiad  to  eomawnieaie  to  thin-  llnuM  a  tiaieaMnt  of  all 
eases  in  wliicb  acenU or  pnraoof  Itave  txieo  cuiplaynl,  since 
the  4th  of  Mnreli,  1637,  wittiout  exprn«4  nuUinriiy  of  law, 
in  ease*  in  which  the  compen^aiiou  wnj  imi  flird  hy  law  ; 
skowing  tIM  aaiaes  of  all  Mch  penoas,  the  dnte  nf  their 
aiveiaiaeat  nr  eaplarnwal,  the  iwrvicef  perlonned,  die 
aaoojit  paid,  aad  out  oTwtuu  Ibnd  the  wmi!  wu  paid. 

RfoUed,  Tliai  the  President  or  the  Uiiiicd  States  br  re- 
^fsted  to  cause  In  lie  cnmmuidcsipd  in  the  HfMiM  ofRep- 
naeMaiives  a  slaieaMat  aC  all  Uio  csmis  in  which  elaini» 
kave  been  alkiwed  since  the  4tli  of  March,  I837,wliicli  liad 
bcea  rcjecied  w  disallowed  under  any  previniu  Adaiiais- 
tiaiion,  with  the  amounts  so  allowed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HUGHES,  i(  waa 
il<s»ls«d,  Tliat  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  reqnest- 
cd  to  Inform  this  House  of  ilie  quantity  n(  Inud  Incatrd  by 
tfie  Slate  of  MiMourl.  under  nn  met  entitled  **  An  act  toap- 
lifptiatc  the  pmcecds  of  the  sales  of  public  landsi,  and  to 
snut  pwilMpii<io»ithM,"approy*d  iSepumliu  4,  IB4I ;  and, 
alao,.wlietli«r  tti4  register  at  Plattsburg,  Missouri,  refuiied 
to  rerognize  locations  of  lands  made  by  the  coinniis^ioncrf* 
•a  llie  part  of  Uie  Stale,  previnas  to  the  sales  nn  the  13th  of 
October  and  November  last ;  and  whether  this  rafksal  was 
fcand  apoa  iaaUaetionsfroM  tbeGeaetal  LandOlllce;  and, 
also,  wheUier  Uie  coiaaiissioBer  aforesaid  located  any  lands 
after  the  sales  aforesaid,  Ihc  quantity,  tic. ;  and,  al«o, 
wfcetliei  siKb  locations  have  lieen  leeognixed  as  valid  hy 
Mm  Pepsitmenn  and,  also,  thai  be  coaianinicaie  In  this 
llan**  all  the  correspondence  relative  to  this  suUect  be- 
tireen  the  c:ommiuioner  of  tlie  General  Land  Ulttce  and 
Che  register  at  Plattsburg. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL,  it  waa 

RcsolcnJ,  That  the  Secrelary  of  War  bo  requested  to  com- 
■innicate  to  this  House  the  report  of  Major  Uaclie,  of  the 
rorpa  of  topognphical  engineers,  on  the  Dclmivare  break- 


PUBUC  PRINTING. 
Mr.  GILMER  asked  permission  to  report  a  bill 
tn  provide  for  the  public  printing,  and  to  separate 
it  from  the  political  preaS;  but  leave  waa  not 
granted. 

STEAMBOAT  NAVIGATION.  • 

Mr.TIBBATTS, agreeably  to  notice  beretofors 
givien,  on  leave,  introtluccd  a  bill  to  amend  an  act 
entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  better  security  of 
Uie  Uvea  of  posaen^ers  on  hoard  of  veaaels  pro- 

yelled  in  whole  or  in  part  by  aleara,"  approved 
uly  9,  1838;  which  was  read  twitft,  and,  on  hia 
motion,  referreil  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

RBPERBNCE  OF  PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  WELLER,  the  House  re- 
solved iuelf  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 


the  slate  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Wiktbrop  in  the 
chair,)  and  resumcil  the  consideration  of  the  res- 
olution directing  the  reference  of  so  much  of  th/s 
President's  message  as  relates  to  the  western 
waters. 

Mr.  STEWART,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  enti- 
tled to  the  floor;  and  he  commenced  his  remarks 
by  some  allusion  to  observations  made,  at  an  ear- 
lier period  of  this  debate,  by  the  gentleman  from 
Missouri,  [Mr.  Jameson,]  in  relation  to  the  Whig 
party.  He  wan  understnnd  to  say  that  the  gen- 
tteman  from  Missouri  had  spoken  of  the  Whig 
party  with  great  severity — that  he  had  character- 
ized it  as  "  the  Coon  party,"  and  as  a  party  with- 
out any  principles  fbr  the  public  eye — and  as,  in- 
deed, the  fa;-end  of  all  parties. 

Mr.  JAMESON  had  said  that'  the  convention 
of  1840,  which  nominated  candidates  for  the  Pres- 
idency and  Vice  Presidency,  refused  to  set  forth 
their  principles,  for  the  purpose  of  uniting  all  the 
odds  and  ends  nf  factions  and  parties. 

Mr.  STEWART  resumed;  and,  after  a  few 
other  obaervatinns  on  llmt  subject,  turned  Wm  at- 
tention to  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Wel- 
LCR,]  with  whom  he  said  he  had  an  account  to 
settle.  The  speech  which  he  attempted  to  make 
the  other  day,  was  made  with  many  interrup- 
tions; and  was  not,  consequently,  the  speech 
which  he  had  intended  to  make;  il  was  mainly, 
neceasaril^,  extemporaneous;  but  he  found,  not- 
withstanding, that  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  had 
dcacrilied  it  as  a  stump  speech.  There  were 
some  facts  stated  in  the  course  nf  the  speech, 
which  might  be  "stump  facts,  "and  they  appeared 
to  have  produced  tKeir  cITect;  for  nil  at  once  the 
sympathies  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  were  ex- 
cited for  boats  that  were  snagged;  though  possi- 
bly it  might  be  that  his^wn  political  boat  waa 
anagged,  and  that  this  circumstance  had  excited 
his  sympatliics..Tlie  gentleman  from  Ohio,  how- 
ever, went  on  tn  aay  that  he  would  prove  that  all 
bis  slatemenia  In  relalion  to  Mr.  Van  liuren  were 
false;  and  that  if  he  failed  to  make  this  out,  he 
would  submh  (o  be  branded  in  the  forehead;  but 
that  if  he  succeeded,  he  hoped  the  House  would 
brand  him  with  falsehood. 

Mr.  WELLER  said  he  wished  to  correct  the 
gentlenMn  from  Pennsylvania,  and  to  put  the 
House  in  possession  of  the  facts  as  he  understood 
them.  The  object  of  the  speech  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania,  which  was  now  in  ques- 
tion, was  designed  to  show  that  Mr.  Van  Buren 
was  opposed  to  all  those  western  improvements 
that  tlie  genilcman  from  Pennsylvania,  and  other 
gentlemen  who  lived  in  the  same  aection  of  coun- 
try, advocated;  and  to  sustain  that  allegation,  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  made  the  atatement 
that  Mr.  Van  Buren  directed  his  Secretary  of 
War  not  to  send  in  estimates  for  the  Cumberland 
road,  for  if  he  did,  and  Congress  made  the  appro- 
priation, he  (Mr.  Van  Buren)  should  be  com- 
pelled to  veto  the  bill.  The  House  would  bear 
witness  that  the  whoh;  object  of  the  gentleman 
waa  torepresentthat  Mr.  Van  Buren  waaoppoaed 
to  weatern  improvements;  and  to  sustain  that  ob- 
ject, the  statement  was  made  which  he  hod  just 
quoted.  Well,  when  ihot  atatement  was  made, 
he  rose  in  his  place  and  characterized  it  and  de- 
nounced it  as  untrue — as  not  sustained  by  facts; 
and  he  said  he  was  prepared  to  meet  (he  gentle- 
man on  that  issue — whether  Mr.  Van  Buren  waa 
or  was  not  opposed  to  internal  improvementa? 
He  was  ready  to  contend  that  Mr.  Van  Buren 
stood  on  the  doctrine  laid  down  by  Mr.  Madison, 
and  the  doctrine  of  General  Jackson,  as  laid  down 
in  the  Maysville  rond  bill. 

Mr.  STEWART  said,  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  seemed  disposed  now  to  narrow  down  the 
charges  agood  deal.  He  defied  the  Gentleman  to 
show  that  a  single  statement  he  had  made  was 
untrue,  although  he  had  characterized  the  whole 
of  them  as  untrue. 

Mr.  S.  produced  various  documents  to  prove 
that  the  allegations  which  he  had  made  in  the  de- 
bate of  yesterday  were  supported  by  unquestion- 
able testimony,  and  challenged  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  to  bring  forward  proofs  to  substantiate 
hia  assertion  of  the  incorrectness  of  his  state- 
ments. 

Mr.  S.  argued  with  much  zeal  in  favor  of  the 
protectivesystem;  and  contended  that,  if  it  had  not 
been  arrested  by  the  compromise  act,  it  would 
have  produced  an  immense  surplus  revenue  to  be 
expended  on  internal  improvements,  and,  in  this 


way,  would  have  prevented  the  States  from  con- 
tracting the  heavy  debts  which  now  pressed  them 
down;  and  added  that  it  was  the  distribution  of 
the  public  revenue  in  Mr.  Van  Buren 's  admin- 
iatration  that  Ifd  them  into  the  extravagance  of 
expenditure  which  hod  caused  thia  vast  amount 
of  debt. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  asked  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  if  he  understood  him  correctly  in 
saying  that  the  distribution  system  was  the  policy 
of  Mr.  Van  Buren 's  administration.  As  he  con- 
templated replying  to  the  gentleman,  he  wanted 
to  understand  him  correctly. 

Mr.  STEWART  replied  that  he  did  sajr  so; 
and  he  waa  prepared  to  maintain  it.  Hesaiii  that 
the  Whig  system  was  to  lake  this  surplus  reve- 
nue and  disburse  it  in  internal  improvements;  but . 
their  opponcnu  distributed  it  among  the  Slates, 
to  lie  expended  by  them. 

Mr.  S.  continued  hisargumenttoshow  that  the 
beat  policy  for  the  country,  and  one  the  moat  enl- 
eulatiid  to  promote  its  prosperity,  was  to  have  a 
high  protective  tariff  to  produce  a  surplus  reve- 
nue; and  then  to  expend  that  surplus  in  works  of 
internal  improvement  in  the  Slates.  After  an  ar* 
gnment  to  show  theconstitutionality  of  appropri- 
ations for  internal  improvementa  by  the  Cleheral 
Government,  he  reviewed  the  veto,  by  General 
Jackson,  of  the  Maysville  road  bill,  strongly  cen- 
suring the  policy  of  that  measure;  and  then  _cnn> 
eluded  his  remarks  by  commenting  on  the  opin- 
ions of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  and  the  policy  of  his 
administration. 

Mr.  WELLER  then  moved  that  the  commit- 
tee rise;  and  observed  that  he  had  not  had  an 
opportunity  of  hearing  all  the  remarks  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Stbwast,]  bat 
that  it  was  his  purpose  to  reply  to  what  he  had 
heard  of  them,  anil,  in  doing  so,  he  wonid  obey 
that  injunction  of  Holy  Writ  which  teaches  tia 
to'*'  answer  a  fool  according  to  his  folly,  lest  he 
become  wise  in  his  own  conceit." 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  prog- 
ress. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  submitted  a  resolution  in 
the  usual  form,  to  take  the  subject  out  of  com- 
mittee to-morrow  at  four  o'clock. 

Mr.  HUDSON  moved  that  the  House  adjourn; 
which  was  not  agreed  to ;  there  being,  on  a  divis- 
ion— ayea  63,  does  71. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  said  that  he  would,  at  the 
rcqueat  of  several  gentlemen,  modify  the  resolu- 
tion he  had  just  suomitted  so  as  to  take  the  sub- 
ject out  of  committee  on  Saturday  next,  et  two 
o'clock. 

The  resolution,  as  modified,  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BROWN,  of  Indiana,  the 
House  adjourned. 

The  Ibllowing  petitions  presented  to-day  were  banded  to 
the  reporten  by  ibe  aieuibers  presenting  them : 

By  Mr.  LYON :  1'he  petition  of  three  hundred  and  MiJ 
citizens,  principally  of  Berrien  county,  Micbixan,  pmrinf 
for  on  appropriation  to  construct  a  harbor  at  New  Ruflalo, 
in  said  county ;  wbich  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

Ry  Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indlaiia:  Tbe  petiikm  of  PbUip 
Hedge  and  twenty  four  others,  cilitens  of  Indiana,  asking 
a  doaaiioii  of  lands  In  the  VIncennes  district,  to  assist  Indi- 
ana in  eompleilng  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal  lo  ilie  Ohio 
river. 

By  Mr.  MIJRPHV:  The  petiUoa  of  8anh  P.  Mather, 
prayint  Congress  to  adopt  her  submarine  telascope  for  usa 
in  putAc  vessels ;  also,  the  petition  of  Eliza  M.  Portin, 
widow,  for  a  navnl  pensioii ;  which  were  referrsd  to  iba 
Committee  on  Navnl  Atlkin. 

By  Mr.  SC  VMOUR,  of  New  York :  The  petition  of  Je- 
mima finch,  widow  nf  Jonaiban  Finch,  for  a  pension  ; 
which  was  referred  tn  tbe  Committee  on  RevoluUonaijr 
Pensions. 

By  Mr.  PURDY :  The  petition  of  two  hondred  and  two 
Inbsbitants  of  Tioga  county.  New  York,  and  tbe  vieiniiy, 
tliat  Congress  will  reduce  the  per  diem  pay  of  members  or 
Congress  to  live  dolbirs,  tlie  travel  to  ten  cents  a  mile,  and 
the  dniation  of  the  sessions  to  ninety  days ;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  select  committee  on  retrenchment. 

By  Mr.  WRIGHT,  of  New  Jersey :  A  petition  from  Uw 
citisens  of  Newark,  New  Jersey,  praying  Congress  for  an 
appropriation  to  improve  Ibe  navigation  of  the  Passaie 
river;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
meree. 

By  Mr.  BURKE:  The  petition  of  Pearson  Cogswell,  pray- 
ing the  faalaace  nf  a  Judgment  rendered  in  his  lUvor  by  Uia 
circuit  conn  of  the  United  Sutea  for  llic  district  of  New 
Hatopshire. 

By  Mr.  C.  J.  INGEBSOLL:  Menmial  ofcitiiens  nfPena- 
•ylvaaia,  iaierested  ia  tbe  coal  trade,  against  canal  boeu 
being  obUged  to  use  coasting  licenses. 

By  Mr.  PICKLIN:  The  proceedings  ofa  public  meeting 
of  the  citizens  of  Richland  county,  holdea  at  OIney  on  the 
S«h  of  January,  ia44,  for  the  purpose  ofobaininga  grantof 
huid  lying  in  the  Wabash  valley,  for  tbe  improvement  of 
Ibe  Wabash  river  from  Tcrrc  Uaute  (tbe  terwiaus  of  Ibe 
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Wabaib  nod  Erie  canal)  to  the  Ohio  river  j  wbieb  wu  re- 
ferred tn  the  Comniiiice  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Uy  Mr.  C.  M.  REED :  The  |ietition  of  citisem  of  Brie 
counlf ,  Pennsylvania,  praying  an  appropriation  KicontiiiiW 
the  pablic  work  on  the  harbor  at  Erie,  on  Lake  Erie. 

AIjo,  the  petition  of  citizens  of  ,Oattarau^iis  countyi 
prnying  the  erection  of  a  light-house  or  beacon-light  at  Cat- 
laraujins  creek,  Blate  of  New  York. 

By  Mr.  MACLAY:  The  petition  of  two  hundred  end  I 
•izty- tliree  citiiana  of  the  city  of  New  York,  for  a  reduction 
of  poitage  and  the  abolition  of  the  franking  privilefe. 


IN  SENATE. 


Fridat,  Jamiary  19,  1844. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  Umpore  laitl  before  the 
Senate  a  comraunicalion  from  the  Treiuury  De- 
partment, transmitting  a  report  from  the  Sef»>nil 
.  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  concerning  the  lieht- 
houae  establishment;  vnich,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
WOODBURY,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment, transmitting  from  the  Second  Auditor  a 
report  exhibiting  the  expenditures  made  daring 
the  year  1843  for  the  contingent  expense*  of  the 
military  establishment. 

Al80,a  report  iVom  the  War  Department,  trans- 
mitting, in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  the  lUb,  information  of  what  has  been 
done  towards  the  settlement  of  the  title  to  the  Pea 
Patch  Island,  under  the  joint  resolution  of  March 
3,^  1839,  and  transmitting  a  report  of  thp  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  a  report  of  the  corps  of 
Engineers,  and  the  opinion  of  the  late  Attorney 
General  [Mr.  Legore]  upon  the  subject  of  said 
title. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BENTON, a  motion  to  print 
the  report  was  submitted  to  the  Committee  on 
Printing. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, tiansmitting  a  report  from  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Pensions,  in  compliance  with  a  joint 
resolution  of  1830^  showing  the  rejected  applica- 
tions for  Navy  pensions. 

PETITIONS,  ETC. 

Mr.  BARROW  presented  a  petition  from  James 
Ritchie,  M.  D.,Inte  a  surgeon  in  the  marine  hos- 
pital, praying  the  passage  of  an  act  allowing  a 
certain  sum  of  money  due  him  for  disbursements 
as  hospital  surgeon;  which  Was  refer,red  to  the 
Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  HUGER  presented  •  petition  from  Wil- 
liam Clark  and  others,  engaged  in  the  trade  and 
business  of  manufacturing  iron  and  iron-ware  in 
South  Carolina,  praying  that  the  law  of  1832, 
exempting  railroad  iron  from  duly,  may  be  re- 
■toreii;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance.    ■ 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
Lon^  Island  Railroad  Company,  asking  for  a  De- 
mission of  duty  on  iron  imported  for  tlie  use  of 
that  road. 

Mr.  W.  taid  the  subject  of  this  petition  in- 
Tolved  a  question  of  considerable'  importance. 
This  petition  was  drawn  up  very  full,  stating  the 
gronnds  and  reasons  on  wnich  the  application  is 
made.  He  desired  that  the  committee  and  the 
Senate  would  passjudgment  upon  those  opinions. 
He  therefore  moved  that  the  memorial  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  and  be 
printed. 

The  motion  was  ngreSd  to. 

Also,  resolutions  adopted  by  the  Legislature  of 
New  York,  instructing  the  Senators  and  request- 
ing the  Representatives  from  that  State  to  restore 
the  fine  imposed  on  General  Jackson  by  Judge 
Hall  at  New  Orleans;  which  were  ordered  to  ue 
on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  SrURGEON  presented  a  petition  from 
Martha  A.  JLawrence,  William  B.  Conover,  and 
Reading  B.  Cnnorer,  praying  for  certain  back 
pajr  due  their  father  for  revtjiutionary  services; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Claims. 

Mr.  FAIRFIELD  presented  a  petition  from 
B.  M.  Major  and  others,  titizens  of  Kennebunk 
Port,  Maine,  praying  indemnity  for  French  spoli- 
ations; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  presented  a  petition  from 
one  hundred  and  twenty-six  citizens  of  Indiana, 
praying  a  reduction  of  the  rates  of  postage  and 
the  abolition  of  the  franking  privilege, and  another 
for  the  reduction  of  the  rates  of  postage;  whidi 


were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Poat  Office 
and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  JARNAGIN  presented  a  petition  from 
Williiun  Henson,  an  agent  for  enrolling  the  emi- 
grating Indians,  nnd  for  subsisting  ihcm,  praying 
the  passage  of  a  law  allowing  him  some  compen- 
sation for  his  services,  which  could  not  be  allowed 
at  the  Department  for  the  want  of  the  roll,  which 
was  take^n  from  him  by  an  officer  of  the  United 
States;  which  waa  referred  to  tlie  pommittee  on 
Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  BAYARD  presented  a  petition  from  N 
Ivey,  asking  Congress  to  extend  a  contract  for 
the  delivery  of  live-oak  timber  at  Gosport,  Vir- 
ginia; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  AITairs. 

PAPERS  yriTHDRAWrt  AND  REFERRED. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  leave  was  granted 
to  withdraw  from  the  files  the  paper  relating  to 
the  claim  of  William  Blake. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DAYTON,  leave  was  granted 
to  withdraw  from  the  files  the  papers  of  ihe  mem- 
bers of  the  bar  in  New  Jersey,  concerning  a  re- 
moval of  the  term  of  the  United  States  district 
court  from  New  Brunswick  to  Burlington. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BAYARD,  it  was 

Oriered,  That  Uic  petition  of  Uio  beirs  of  Robert  Folinn 
be  uiken  from  the  flics  of  the  Senate,  and  referred  to  the 
Coniinittee  on  Naval  AITairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  STURGEON,  leave  was 

framed  to  withdraw  from  the  files  the  petition  of 
oseph  Potter,  of  Pennsylvania,  presented  to  the 
Senate  in  1820. 

MARK  8TMPS0M. 
Mr.  DAYTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary AfTaira,  reported  a-  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mark 
Sympson;  which  wins  read,  and  ordered  to  a  sec- 
ond reading. 

TENNESSEE  DISTRICT-JUDGE. 

Mr.  JARNAGIN  remarked  that  •  bill  bad 
been  referred  a  few  days  ago  to  the  Judiciary 
Committee  tn  increase  the  salary  of  the  district 
judge  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of  east 
and  middle  Tennessee,  and  the  western  district 
of  Tennessee,  in  the  eighth  judicial  circuit.  Since 
then,  he  bad  received  acommunication  from  Judge 
Catroii  on  the  subjcctof  this  bill;  which  ho  moved 
to  refer  to  the  Judiciary  Committee;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

DANIEL  TRUEHEART. 

The  adverse  report  of  the  Committee  on  Rev- 
olutionary Claims,  in  the  case  of  Daniel  True- 
heart,  came  up  for  consideration ;  but  was,  on  the 
suggestion  of  Mr.  ARCHEtl,  again  laid  on  the 
table. 

GJEORGIA  RAILROAD  COMPANY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  the  memorial  of 
the  Georgia  Railroad  Company  for  a  remission 
of  duties  on  railroad  iron,  wnich  has  been  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  wos  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

CHARLES  MORGAN 

The  adverse  report  of  the  Committee  on  Rev- 
olutionary Claims,  in  the  Case  of  Charles  Mor«. 
gan,  was  taken  up  and  concurred  in. 

ELIZABETH  LOMAX. 
The  adverse  report  of  the  Committee  on  Rev- 
olutionary Claims,'in  the  case  of  Elizabeth  Lo- 
max,  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  ARCHER,  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

E.  D.  AND  8.  WARD. 
The  adverse  report  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  in  the  cose  of  E.  D. 
&  S.  Ward,  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  WOOD- 
BRIDGE,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

FOX  AND  WISCONSIN  RIVERS. 

The  bill  entitled  "  An  act  granting  a  certain 
quantity  of  land,  to  aid  in  the  improvement  of 
the  Fox  ami  Wisconsin  rivers,  in. the  Territory 
of  Wisconsin,  and  to  connect  the  same  by  a  ca- 
nal," came  up,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
as  the  unfinished  business  of  the  morning  hour. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE,  at  the  suggestion  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr. 
Hatwdod,]  would,  to  obviate  his  objections,  pro- 
pose that  the  bill  under  consideration  be  further 
amended  by  striking  out,  in  the  third  line  of  the 
first  section,  the  word  "grant,"  and  inserting  tlie 


word  "appropriate"  in  lien  thereof.  He  would 
further  propose  that  a  similar  amendment  be  also 
made  in  the  sixteenth  line,  by  striking  out  the 
word  "granted,"  and  substituting  ilierefor  the 
word  "appropriated; "-and  in  like  manner  in  the 
second  line  of  the  second  section,  that  the  word 
"appropriated"  be  substituted  for  the  word 
"granted."  These  several  amemlmeuts  having 
been  agreed  to,  be  proposed  further  that  in  die 
eighth  line  of  the  first  section,  be  added,  after  the 
words  "and  the  lakes  through  which  they  pass," 
the  words  "except  Winnebago."  He  offered  this 
amendment  from  the  fact  of  Winnebago  being 
the  only  lake  worth  noticing  in  point  of  extent, 
the  others  being  mere  expansions  of  the  river. 
He  wished,  akio,  to  add  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment  of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Mis- 
sissippi, [Mr.  Walker,]  who  waa  not  in  liisseat 
but  with  whom  he  had  consulted.  When  that 
gentleman's  amendment  saya  that  the  "  canal  be 
kept  in  repair,"  lie  proposed  toadd,afler'*caaal," 
the  words  "and  improvemenu,"  as  there  would 
be  improvements  which  it- would  be  as  necessary 
to  keep  in  repair  as  the  canal  itself.  There  was 
also  a  further  nkeratbn  required  in  the  close  of 
that  amendment.  Where  that  amendment  aayi 
"  no  greater  toll  shall  be  collected  than  will  be 
found  necessary  to  keep  the  said  canal  in  repair," 
he  would  propose  to  strike  out  the  words  "  said 
canal,"  and  insert  the  word  "aaiBe." 

The  bill  waa  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  and 
the  amendments  of  the  committee  of  the  whole 
were  concurred  in;  and  the  question  being  on  or- 
dering the  bill  to  be  ejigrosaed  for  a  third  nod- 
ins, 

Mr.  ALLEN  suggested  to  the  Senator  from 
New  York  to  allow  the  bill  to  pass  by  informally. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  preferred  that  the  Sena- 
tor from  Ohio  would  permit  the  bill  to  be  ordeied 
for  engrossment  first,  and  be  would  consent  to 
let  it  pass  by  informally. 

Mr.  ALLEN  preferred  D0t,.becausc  he  wanted 
to  look  into  it  before  it  was  engrossed,  and  the 
Senator  from  Mississippi,  who  took  a  great  in* 
terest  in  the  bill,  va«  not  in  his  seat.  An  inquiry 
was  started  as  to  the  quantity  of  land,  in  acres, 
which  was  proposed  to  be  grant«l  by  the  bill- 
That  inquiry  was  not  yet  answered.  And  there 
were  other  matters  in  the  bill,  which  it  was  proper 
that  Senators  should  liave  further  time  to  look 
into.  He  askM,  therefore,  that  the  bill  might  be 
passed  bj  informally  to  afford  that  opportunity. 

The  bill  w<w  postponed  tilt  to-morrow. 

THE  COMPROMISE  ACT. 

Mr.  EVANS  moved  that  the  Senate  proceed  to 
the  consideration  of  the  unfinished  business  of 
yesterday,  being  the  resolution  reported  from  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  for  the  indefinite  post- 
ponement of  the  bill  introduced  by  tiie  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  McDcrFis]  to  reduce 
gradually  the  rates  of  duties  under  the  prcssnt 
tariff  to  the  standard  of  the  compromise  act;  that 
is,  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  twenty  per  cent. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  McDUFFlE  rose  and  addi«saed  the  Sen- 
ate for  nearly  three  hours,  in  a  strain  of  eloquence 
and  force  of  argument  which  it  is  impossible  to 
do  justice  to  in  any  synopsis  that  can  be  given  this 
evening.  His  remarks  will  be  written  out  at  lai« 
for  publication  without  delay;  meantime, the  fol- 
lowing is' given  as  a  brief  ouiline  of  the  subjects 
touched  upon.  He  commenced  by  laying  that, 
if  pne  of  the  illiistrious  patriots  who  framed  the 
Constitution  under  which  the  Senate  was  now 
deliberating,  had  presented  himself  when  the  de- 
bate of  yesterday  waa  progressing,  he  would  have 
been  struck  with  utter  astonishment  to  find  the 
constitutional  provision,  however  inadequate  to 
its  purpose,  which  was  designed  to  protect  the 
peoplcrof  the  United  States  from  unjust  and  op- 
pressive taxation,  brought  up  as  a  bar  against 
savflig  an  indignant  people  from  the  most  mon- 
strous, unequal,  and  unjust  system  of  l^islatjen 
that  ever  stained  tbcannals  of  this  country's  le- 
gislative history.  In  their  great  anxiety  to  save 
the  people  of  the  United  States  from  unnecessary 
and  excessive  burdens,  those  ilhiatrioua  patriots, 
who  were  briftght  up  in  the  school  of  the  Revo- 
lution, regarding  taxation  as  the  greatest  of  all 
political  evils,  very  naturally  interposed  every 
possible  obstacle  which  might  eccuro  their  pos- 
terity from  the  evils  under  which  they  bod  them- 
selves suffered.    For  this  purpose  they  provided 
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that  im  bill  for  reiaing  revenue  ahoald  orinnate 
in  the  Senate,  and  that  all  euch  billa  •boulo  ori- 
ginate in  the  Hooae  of  RepreaenlatiTes,  which 
more  i  m  mediately  repreaen  ted  the  people  and  their 
intereats. 

Now,  he  preatimed  the  Senate  of  the  United 
Statea  did  not  at  this  day  suppose  that  the  iltas- 
trious  fnimers  of  the  Constitution  meant  to  deal 
in  mere  idle  words — that  they  meant  to  insert  in 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  Stales  a  daoae 
which  had  no  practical  meaning.  H«a8ked,then, 
what  was  the  rational  meaning  of  that  elaase? 
What  meaning  could  be  given  to  that  clause  in 
the  Constitution  inhibiting  die  Senate  from  ori- 
ginating bills  that  raise  revenue,  but  that  it  was  its 
design  to  prevent  that  body  from  raising  revenue 
by  an  imposition  of  taxes.  It  was  not  that  they 
wished  to  prevent  them  fi-om  putting  money  in 
the  Treasury;  Imi  to  prevent  ihem  from  taking 
money  out  of  the  pbekela  of  the  people.  That 
was  what  the  framerS  of  the  Constitution  intended 
to  gaanl  against.  To  raise  revenue  was  one  thing; 
but  to  prevent  it  from  being  raised  unconatilu- 
tionally  from  the  people  was  another;  and  who 
would  be  hardy  enough  to  dispute  the  right  of 
the  Senale  to  interfere  with  that  object  by  ori- 
ginating this  bill? 

Mr.  McD.  then  proceeded  to  comment  on  the 
arguments  of  the  Senator  from  Connecticut,  [Mr. 
HmrnltoTOH,]  in  reply  to  the  Senator  from  New 
Hampshire,  [Mr.  Woodbukt;]  and  deduced  from 
them  an  admission  on  the  part  of  the  Srnalor 
[Mr.  HtnrriMOTOir]  that  postage  wasa  tax,  though 
denied  to  be  for  revenue.  Now,  however  proper 
it  might  be  to  originate  a  bill  affecting  revenue  so 
aa  to  lessen  the  burden  on  the  people,  henrwsa 
an  admission  going  much  fVirther  against  the 
clause  in  the  Constitutinn— in  effect,  ihat  the  Sen- 
ate could  originate  a  bill  imposing  a  tax. 

Now,  was  the  bill  which  he  had  the  honor  of 
introducing  a  bill,  in  any  form  or  sense,  to  im- 
pose a  tax?  Certainly  not;  on  the  contrary,  it 
was  to  repeal  excessive  taxation,  and  relieve  the 
people  of  an  oppressive  burden. 

He  next  promeded  to  refbte  the  ar^ments  of 
the  Senators  from  Conneelicatand  M«ine,  Messrs. 
HmrrnroTOK  and  Evjihs,]  that  repealing  twenty 
per  cent,  out  of  forty,  was  a  levying  of  the  re- 
maining twenty  per  cent,  for  revenue.  He  pointed 
oat  the  nbsurthty  of  confounding  the  term  "^re- 
pealing a  duty,'*  with  the  term  "imposing  a 
duty."  It  reminded  him  of  a  gambler  at  a  horKc 
rmce  who  bad  bet  fSO,  and  when  he  lost,  inslsied 
that  he  bad  lost  f40  insiesd  of  $90;  for  he  areued 
lhat  he  lost  his  own  (20,  ahd  also  the  fSO  he 
mKht  have  gained  had  he  won — both  making 

With  regard  to  the  question  ssked  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Bcchanav]  yester- 
day,as  tosn  amendment  beingoffered  to  increase 
a  rate  of  duty  upon  any  article,  bringing  the  bill 
within  the  inhibition  of  the  Constitution,  he  re- 
plied that  such  nn  nmendmcnl,  if  adopted,  would 
certainly  have  that  effect;  but  the  Senate  would 
not  entertain  such  nn  amendment,  because  it 
would  see  that  the  Constitntion  inhibited  it.  The 
bill  should  be  entertained  by  the  Senate  in  rela- 
tion to  its  object  of  reducing  taxation,  not  of  in- 
creasing it. 

Mr.  ^cD.  having  disposed  of  the  constitutional 
branch  of  the  subject,  proceeded  to  the  merits  of 
the  bill  itself,  and  at  considerable  length  reviewed 
the  history  of  the  compromise  act  and  the  pro- 
tective lanfT  system.  He  pointed  out  the  abuse 
of  the  term  "discrimination,"  and  showed  that  it 
was  a  blindfold  to  vail  the  iniquity  nf  taxing  the 
majority  of  the  community  for  the  purpose  of 
filling  the  pockets  of  the  minority.  He  showed 
from  statistical  tables,  that  revenue  fell  off  as 
daties  became  excessite,  and  that  the  lowest 
point  of  duty  for  revenue  was  always  the  most 
productive.  He  contended  that,  if  the  protection 
to  domestic  manufactures,  afforded  by  a  'twenty 
per  cent,  tariff,  did  not  enable  them  to  compete 
with  foreign  manufactures,  it  was  an  evidence  of 
the  strongest  nature  that  they  should  have  no 
protection  at  the  expense  of  the  rest  of  the  com- 
munity. 

He  reviewed  Mr.  Clay's  recently  published 
letter,  in  which  Mr.  Clay  says  the  true  policy  of 
this  country  is  to  buy  as  little  as  possible  from 
foreign  countries,  andsetl  them  as  much  as  possi- 
ble. This  meant  that  this  country  was  to  import 
little  and  export  a  great  deal;  but  as  the  writer 


of  the  letter  could  not  mean  that  the  excess  of 
exports  was  to  1m  given  away  for  nothing,  it  was 
to  oe.infeired  that  we  w«re  to  drain  foreign  coun- 
tries of  all  their  gold  and  silver.  What  would 
be  the  inevitable  result?  Why,  that  as  gold  and 
silver  circulation  beeane  abundant  here,  prices 
would  advance  rapidly;  and  as  tbey  became 
scares  in  foreign  countries,  prices  there  would 
be^me  proportionately  depressed.  When  our 
agricultural  products  (our  staple  exports)  went  to 
the  foreig^n  markets,  they  would  have  to  encoun- 
ter searetly  of  gold  and  silver  circulation,  and 
consequent  low  prices.  Everything  would  be 
doubled  for  the  advantage  of  one  portion  of  the 
community,  and,  for  the  other,  everything  wouhl 
be  ruinous — the  rich  made  richer,  and  the  poor 
poorer.  But  no  such  system  could  ever  be  prac- 
tically carried  out. 

The  natural  markets  for  the  productions  pf  the 
South  were  in  Manchester,  Birmingham,  Leeds, 
Ac,  just  aa  much  as  the  North  and  East  Were 
the  natural  markets  for  the  domestic  mandfac- 
tures  of  New  England. 

It  had  not  been  more  than  twenty  years  since 
he  had  taken  his  seat  in  the  other  branch  of  Con- 
gress; and  during  that  whole  period,  while  he 
rcmaintd  a  mcml^r  of  the  House,  he  could  con- 
scientiously say  that  he  had  never  cnntemplaied 
this  Government  but  with  the  most  indescribable 
feelings;  for,  as  God  was  his  judge,  he  could 
solemnly  declare  that,  in  all  that  period — nearly 
n  quarter  of  a  century — he  had  never  known  the 
Qovcrnment  to  act  towards  South  Carolina  in  any 
otiier  way  than  with  ihc  mo^i  iiilquilous  oppres- 
sion, day  and  night.  He  had  looked  and  npped 
for  a  day  of  rederaplinii — not  that  he  expected 
any  benefits  for  that  Stale  from  the  operations 
of  this  Government.  All.  that  he  had  stru;^glcd 
to  obtain  was,  that  it  would  leave  Ihem  alone  lo 
enjoy, in  peace  and  qulemess,  the  prnJiictions  of 
their  own  industry.  He  had  never  felt  any  in- 
terest whatever  in  any  other  question  than  this 
great  question  of  the  tarjfT,  which  involved  the 
interests  of  the  whole  country.  He  would  sur- 
render all  he  had  endeavored  to  maintain,  if  his 
constituents  could  be  restored  lo  their  lung-lost 
prosperity.  This  miserable  struggle  for  power, 
the  struggle  fur  the  Presidency  which  was  keep- 
ing the  whole  country  in  agitation,  and  absorbing 
every  oihcr  question  of  national  policy,  he  had 
looked  upon  in  all  its  bearings  with  loathing  and 
contempt,  compared  with  tins  ^lOat  question. 

When  Uie  compromise  act  was  passed,  he  was 
dispniicd  To-sny,  in  the  language  nf  the  Psalm- 
JKt,  "  Lord,  let  now  thy  servant  depart  in  peace." 
He  was  satisfied ,  and  retired  from  the  councils 
of  this  nation,  disgusted  with  all  lie  had  seen.  He 
retired  with  the  hoi>e  of  spending  ti|^e  rest  of  bis 
days  in  peace;  but  he  had  consented  to  come  here 
again  for  no  other  purpose  but  to  have  some  par- 
ticipation in  this  question;  and  the  moment  just 
legislation  upon  it  should  be  refused,  he  would 
shake  the  dust  from  his  feet  and  leave  thia  Cap- 
itol ftirever.  What  might  be  the  final  reault  of 
tills  discussion  he  could  not  pretend  to  say;  1/ut 
lie  would  admonish  gentlemen  that  they  all  had 
as  much  interest  in  the  settlement  of  the  question 
•as  he  had.  Things  might  change,  unil  tlio  dsy 
might  come  when  Ihey  (the  gcntlenimi)  wouiil 
lose  their  control  in  this  Chamber.  The  spirit 
of  the  West  had  been  arou/ied;  and  ho  uiulert'iok 
to  predict  that,  within  five  years  from  this  tunc, 
the  Sutes  of  the  West,  almost  exclusivelyr  agti- 
cultural,  would  be  as  united  on  this  question  as 
the  Slates  of  the  South.  He  knew  little  about 
the  produciinnsof  the  West;  but  he  undertook  to 
say,  that  those  who  brought  live-stock  to  market 
from'  Kentucky,  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Mis- 
souri, found  their  best  market  in  the  South.  The 
amount  of  capital,  labor,  and  agricultural  pro- 
duction, in  thcae  western  Slates,  is  ten,  if  not 
twenty  times  as  much  as  ibe  productions  of  the 
manufbctures  of  the  East,  even  giving  them  the 
bale-rope  and  bagging  manufactures  of  the  West. 
The  amount  of  tobacco  and  cotton  produced  by 
the  State  of  Tennessee  gives  that  State,  too,  a 
very  large  interest  in  the  exports  of  this  eountrv; 
ana  he  could  tell  gentlemen  that  the  people  of  the 
West  had  now  their  eyes  open.  They  knew 
what  was  their  natural  market,  and  that  all  the 
demand  for  their  stock  was  from  the  South.  He 
believed  the  State  of  South  Carolina  alone  con- 
sumed, of  the  stock  of  the  West,  at  least  to  the 
value  of  one  million  a  year.    He  undertook  to 


■ay,  that,  if  this  tariff  were  redaeed  ft'om  forty  to 
twenty  per  cent.,  South  Carolina  wouhl  purchase 
twice  the  quantity  of  that  live-stock  that  they 
now  did ;  at>d  that,  too,  perhaps  at  fiAy  per  ctnt. 
advance  on  the  price  they  now  pay. 

This  reduction  of  tariff  wouh]  enable  SoutbCar* 
olina  to  import  merchandise  cheap  and  pay  the 
people  of  the  West  for  the  live-sioek  in  goods 
twenty  per  cent,  cheaper  thsn  they  now  get  them 
from  the  North  and  East.  When ,  under  this  tariff, 
they  are  now  paid  by  the  South  in  money,  they 
have  to  purchase  their  goods  at  the  E^stat  twenty 
per  cent,  more  than  they  ought  to  pay,  while  at 
the  same  time  they  have  been  compelled  to  sell 
their  stockist  twenty  per  cent,  less  than  they 
might  under  a  reduced  tariff.  He  admonisbed 
those  who  represented  the  msnafactnring  inter- 
ests, that  they  stood  upon  a  aandy  foumlalion. 
Their  system  was  a  gigantic  Aonster;  it  was  a 
monster  in  legislation;  it  was  a  monsisr  of  injus- 
tice; and  it  was  only  necessary  to  unveil  this  an- 
godly  idolatry,  and  the  hideousness  of  its  features 
would  cause  every  one  to  shrink  fh>m  it  with  hor- 
ror and  di^nst.  He  had  ntlempled  to  perform 
this  ofHce.  He  had  humbly  attempted  to  tear  off 
the  vail  and  expose  the  monster.  He  bad  done 
his  duly,  and  the  rest  he  left  to  God. 

Mr.  EVANS  said  it  had  not  been  his  intention 
to  enter  further  into.ihe  question  than  he  bad  done 
nn  yesterday.  He  then  abstained  from  going  into 
the  argument  now  before  the  Senate;  not  from  any 
wish  to  shun  it,  nor  because  he  dared  not  meet 
it,  but  from  a  knowledge  of  the  disastrous  eifiicts 
that  all  discussions  of  the  kind  must  have  on  the 
revenue  and  business  of  the  country.  Nothing, 
he  maintained,  could  be  more  disastrous  lo  the 
welfare  and  interests  of  any  country,  than  the 
entertaining  of  discussions  in  a  legislative  body 
on  questions  threatening  the  overthrow  of  legal 
and  acknowledged  institutioas,  and  holding  out 
to  the  people  expectations  that  could  net  be  real- 
ized. However,  since  the  honorable  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  [Mr.  McDurric)  baa  brought  on 
this  discussion,  it  was  not  his  purpose  to  shrink 
from  it. 

Mr.  McDUFFIB  here  proposed  an  adjourn- 
ment. 

Mr.  BAYARD  suggested  to  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  South  Carolina  that  there  was  busi- 
ness of  importance  to  be  imnsaeted  in  executive 
session. 

Mr.  EVANS  was  willing  that  the  eontinuaifee 
of  the  debate  should  be  postponed  until  Monday. 

Anil  the  Senate  went  into  executive  session, 
having  first  resolved,  on  rising,  to  adjourn  over 
until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate,  then,  after  some  time  spent  in  ex- 
ecutive session,  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATiVES. 

FaiDAT,  January  19,  1844. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  JAMESON  presented  two  petitions,  one 

from  Charles  Huat,  praying  for  the  establishment 

of  a  mail  routs;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 

mines  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads.    The 

other  praying  for  an  appropriation  to  build   a 

bridge;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 

Uie  Whole  House.  • 

RCPORTS  niOM  COttMITTECS. 

Mr.  VANCE  moved  that  the  rules  be  suspend- 
ed for  the  purpose  of  receiving  reports  from  the 
standing  committees. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  hoped  the  gentleman  would 
confine  hia  motion  to  reports  wbieb  would  not 
give  rise  to  debate. 

Mr.  VANCE  agreed  to  the  limitation,  and  the 
rules  were  suspended. 

Mr.  VANCE,  from  the  Committee  of  CIsims, 
made  adverse  reports  upon  the  petition  of  J.  M. 
Hernandez.    The  report  was  laid  upon  the  table, 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  VANCE,  it  was 

Oritnd,  That  the  CaaintllMs  nf  C'laiSM  ke  <tnhsit«< 
from  Uie  furUier  coMJdetmtlnn  of  Ike  pstllion  of  DavM  U. 
Uuir;  and  Dial  ii  tio  referred  to  tlie  Comiuitte*  os  Ibe  Pott 
OBicc  and  Pmi  Roadi. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VANCE,  it  was 
Orderti,  TliRt  llie  Commiuac  of  Claima  lie  diMb*t|(e4 
from  tlie  consideration  of  the  pctiiion  nf  llicliarU  Pollard, 
lale  rharg6  d'alRilrra  to  OiH ;  and  Ibal  it  be  referred  to  lbs 
CooiDiillcs  oa  Foreign  Affsin. 
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Mr.  HOPKINS,  rrom  the  Committee  on  ihe 
Po>t  Office  and  Post  Roads, asked  to  be  discharged 
from  the  consideration  of  the  petition  of  certain 
citizens  of  Ohio,  asking  an  additional  salary  for 
the  postmaster  at  Saiiduaky,  and  moved  that  the 
memorial  be  laid  upon  the  table;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  ADAMS  inquired  of  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads, 
whether  that  committee  intended  to  report  a  bill 
for  a  reduction  of  the  rates  of  postage,  and  how 
soon  a  report  might  be  expected  from  that  com- 
mittee upon  that  subject ! 

Mr.  HOPKINS  replied  that  he  was  notable  to 
sajr  precisely  at  what  time  the  comnuttce  would 
be  prepared  to  report;  they  had  the  subject  now 
under  coiisifleratiur,  and  would  probably  report 
in  a  few  weeks.  They  had  not  yet,  however, 
come  to  any  determination  as  to  the  character  of 
the  bill  which  iliey  would  report. 

Mr.  DILLINGHAM,  from  the  Committee  on 
tlie  Judiciary,  presented  a  report,  accompanied 
by  a  bill,  to  refund  tlie  fine  imposed  upon  the  late 
Anthony  HeMwell,  to  his  legal  heirs  and  rcpre- 
■entativea. 

The  bill  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  to-morrow,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  FISH,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Aflaira,  asked  that  that  committee  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  memorial 
of  — ^— ;  and  that  so  much  of  it  as  relates 
to  the  militia,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Militia. 

The  motion  was  ajstreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RATH  BUN.  the  papers  in 
the  case  of  Obadiah  Newcomb  were  recommitted 
to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions. 

Mr.  STEElNROD  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Thomaa  Hudson;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
to-morrov,  and  ordered  to  lie  printed. 

Also,  a  bill  for'Uie  relief  of  Elizabeth  Jones; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  to-morrow,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Mr.  S.MITH,  of  New  York,  from  the  Cora- 
miuee  on  Invalid  Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Thomas  Harrison;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of  ilie  Whole 
House,  and  made  the  order  for  to-morrow,  and 
ordered  (o  be  printed. 

Mr.  J.  BRINKERHOFF.from  the  samecom- 
roilteo,  asked  to  be  discliarged  from  the  furtbcr 
consideration  of  the  memorial  of  Israel  Thomas, 
and  moved  that  it  be  referred  i«  the  Coimniltee 
of  Claims;  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  B.  also  reported  favorably  upon  the  peti- 
tion of  Enoch  McDonald,  and  introduced  a  bill 
for  his  relief;  which  waa  rend  twice,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  Hbuse  to  mor- 
row. 

Mr.  S.VnTH,  of  Illinois,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  James  Reed;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
to-morrow,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  TILDEN,  ftom  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  presented  a  report,  which  was  laid  upon 
the  table,  accompanied  by  a  hill  for  the  relief  of 
Hugh  Wallace  Vemon;  which  was  read  twice,, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole' 
House  to-morrow,  ond^rdered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  OWEN,  freiB  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals,  reported  a  bill  directing  alranafcr  of 
the  stock  held  by  the  United  Stales  in  the  Chesa- 
peake and  Ohio  Canal  Company,  to  the  Stale  of 
Moryland  and  the  citica  of  Washington,  George- 
town, and  Alexandria,  so  as  to  secure  the  early 
completion  of  the  canal  to  Cumberland;  which 
was  road  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Commitlee«f 
the  Whole  House  to-morrow,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed.        

Mr.  PRATT,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  and  Grounds,  asked  that  that  commit- 
tee be  discharged  from  llic  further  consideration 
of  the  petition  of  Jamca  Dixon,  and  moved  lliat 
the  same  be  referred  to  the  Committee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WINTHROP,  from  the  aelect  committee 
on  copy-rights,  moved  that  certain  memorials  on 
the  subject  of  copy-rights,  and  a  bill  of  the  last 
session  on  llic  same  subject,  be  printed;  which 
was  carried. 


BII,L8  INTaODUCED. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  aaked  and  obtained  leave  to 
introduce  a  bill  to  establish  a  uniform  time  for 
holding  the  elections  of  members  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  and  of  the  electors  of  President 
anil  Vice  President  of  thetJnited  feiatcs  through- 
out all  the  States  of  this  Union. 

The  bill  waa- read  twice,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections,  and  ordered  to  be  printed., 

Mr.  RATH  BUN,  on  leave,  nnd  in  pursuance 
of  notice  given,  introduced  a  bill  entitled  **  An  act 
concerning  the  circuit  and  district  cnnrts  for  the 
northern  district  of  New  York;"  which  was  read 
the  first  and  second  lime,aud  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

PREEMPTIONS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SAMPLE,  the  joint  resolu- 
tions of  tltc  Legislature  of  Indiana  of  the  lost  ses- 
sion, on  the  subject  of  preemption  rights,  reduc- 
tion of  posiagce,  marine  hospitals,  &c<,  was  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

CLAIM  OF  JOSEPH  M.  IIERIf  ANDEZ. 

Mr.  COBB  observed  that  a  report  had  just  been 
made  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Vance,] 
from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  in  opposition  to 
Ihe  claim  of  Joseph  M.  Hernandez.  He  asked 
leave,  from  the  minority  of  the  committee,  to  make 
a  minority  report. 

Leave  was  accordingly  granted. 

REPORT  0.'«  THE  RULES. 

The  SPEAKER  then  announced  that  the  first 
business  in  order  waa  the  report  of  the  select  com- 
mittee on  the  rules. 

Mr.  HUDSON,  who  had  the  Unor,  continued 
the  argument  commenced  by  him  yesterday,  con- 
tending that  there  was  nothing  in  the  docils  of 
cession  from  Maryland  and  Virginia  prohibiting 
the  legislation  liy  Congress  on  the  subject  of  sla- 
very. From  this  he  went  on  to  show  that  the 
question  of  slavery  had  been  discussed  but  a  few 
years  ago  in  the  Virginia  Legislature,  and  was 
also  discussed  in  the  course  of  the  debates  on  the 
ndoptiqn  of  tb.e  Constitution.  Mr.  H.  having 
spoken  up  lo  the  expiration  of  his  hour, 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  took  the  floor,  and  com- 
menced with  a  few  preliminary  remarks,  in  too 
low  a  tone  lo  be  heard.  He  then  went  on  to  say 
that  he  should  proceed  at  once  to  reply  to  the  ob- 
jections that  had  been  urged  to  the  21st  rule.  We 
have  repeatedly  asked  those  gentlemen  who  arc 
opposed  to  the  2]st  rule,  what  it  was^tliry  meant 
by  the  sacred  right  of  petition,  whcn'they  talked 
of  its  bVng  violated  ?  Where  did  it  cummence, 
and  where  did  it  end  >  If  they  snid  the  (tcople  had 
the  right  to .|>etition  when  and  where  they  pleased, 
and  on  any  sitbject,for  the  redress  of  grievances, 
whether  real  or  imaginary,  then  he  would  say  that 
there  was  no  necessity  for  their  traveling  up  to 
■Magna  Charla  lo  support  that  position,  for  no  one 
questioned  it.  He  would  go  one  step  further  than 
some  of  these  gentlemen  had  done.  He  admitted 
that  the  people  not  only  had  the  right  to  petition, 
but  the  right  to  an  unqualified  answer  from  this 
House.     Even  on  this  admission,  he  was  pre- 

f tared  to  sustain  the  21st  rule.  What  was  the 
anguage  of  the  Constitution,  on  which  gentlemen 
relied  in  their  opposition  to  the  31sl  rule  .'It  was, 
that; 

"Contra  shall  make  no  law  rcitpccting  an  eiiabtisltmcnt 
nf  religion,  or  prohiliilhig  the  free  exercise  thereof;  or  nbtM%~ 
iiif  UiR  freedoiii  of  »pf!erli  or  of  the  prrsf ;  or  tile  riglit  of  the 
people  peaceal>ty  to  aMcinUle,  and  to  petition  ibe42ovem. 
lueut  for  a  redress  of  gricvariccf." 

Now,  the  rule  passed  by  Congress  called  the 
one  hour  rule,  which  limited  the  speeches  of  the 
membf^s  lo  one  hour's  time,  waa  an  abridgment 
of  tlie  freedom  ef  speech;  but  the  advocates  of 
that  rule  contended  that  there  was  an  existing 
abuse  impeding  the  transaction  of  the  business  of 
the  House,  wliich  required  correction,  and  the 
rule  was  passed  for  that  purpose.  The  rule  es- 
tabliahing  the  previous  question  was  not  only  an 
abridgment  of  the  freedom  of  speech,  but  a  total 
Buppression  of  it,  as  it  cut  off  debate;  but  that 
was  justified  by  the  orgtuaent  that  this  rule  waa 
necessary  for  facilitating  the  busine^  of  the  House. 

Congrt'is  (said  the  Constitution)  should  not 
have  power  to  abridge  the  freedom  of  the  press; 
and  yet  laws  were  made  on  that  subject,  with 
which  the  House  was  familiar.  But  it  was  said 
this  rule  violated  tlie  right  of  petition,  because  it 
did  not  allow  petitioners  to  be  heard  here,  and 


thoir  petitions  to  be  deliberated  upon.  In  this 
there  was  a  great  error.  A  colleague  of  bis  bad 
said  the  House  could  not- know  whether  the  pe- 
titions prayed  for  a  constiluiiooal  or  oo  uncon- 
stitutional act,  or  indeed  for  an  improper  act  an- 
leaa  the  petition  were  heard;  and  a  gentleman 
from  Ohio  [iVIr.  Duncan]  had  snid  that  the  ia- 
habitania  of  this  Dislricl  oould  not  petition  for 
the  abolition  of  slavery  in  thia  District,  unless 
this  rule  waa  repealed.  In  all  this  there  wasgroat 
fallacy.  The  Houae  knew  what  the  rule  was.  It 
was  that  no  petition,  memorial,  r(>solution,  or 
other  paper  praying  Uie  abolition  of  slavery  iu  the 
District  of  Columbia,  or  any  State  or  Trrritnry, 
or  the  slave  trade  bciwoen  the  States  or  Territo- 
ries of  the  United  State*  in  which  it  now  exists, 
shall  b«  received  by  this  House,  or  entertained  iu 
any  way  whatever.  That  was  the  riiUi  which 
the  Speaker,  as  tlie  presiding  officer  of  tliis  House, 
waa  required  to  enforce;  and  lie  could  notesforce^ 
that  rule  until  the  agent  of  the  petitioners  had  an- 
nounced the  purport  of  the  petition  wliich  be  rose 
to  present.  The  House  was  then  informed  of  the 
purport  of  such  (lelitions,  and  the  politioncra  wen 
then  ahown,  by  that  rule,  that  the  House  had 
considered  the  subject  and  given  its  judgment. 
Here,  then,  the  facts  were  ascertained,  the  prayer 
was  beard,  and  it  was  then  met  by  the  Sp>!aker, 
as  the  presiding  officer,  who  interposed  this  rub: 
OS  the  judgmoui  of  the  House  iltcreon.  He  illus- 
trated this  point  in  various  ways,  and  then  eaine 
to  the  question  wlietlicr  this  rule  was  right  and 
proper.  He  understood  tlie  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  Beardslkt]  lo  say,  the  other  day, 
that  a  petition  asking  the  House  to  interfere  with 
slavory  in  the  Statei<,  was  lo  ask  Congress  to  do 
that  which  it  could  uol  do;  and  that  lie  woukl  not 
receive  such  petition.  Why;  Because  it  asked 
for  an  unconsiitutioual  thing.  Gut  the  sane  gen- 
tleman said,  when  a  petition  asked  Congress  to 
abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  that 
that  was  n  dilfurcnt  question, and  it  then  bceaiM 
nmatterofexpcdiency  whether  the  petition  should 
be  received  and  acted  upon. 

Now,  he  intended  to  meet  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  on  that  proposition.  Who  was  to  de- 
cide on  the  eonslitutioiiality  or  uncoaatilatiansl- 
ity  pf  the  subject  prayed  for?  It  must  be  done 
by  a  majority  of  the  members  of  this  House. 
Now,  he  oaaerted  Ihat  Congress .  possessed  uo 
power  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia. Congress  could  not  expend  the  public  mo- 
ney for  such  a  purpoae.  The  right  ot  the  owners 
of  slaves  to  thatapeci'ea  of  property  was  admitted 
to  beas'conclnsive  as  the  right  to  any  other  prop- 
erty. The  right  to  this  property  was  recognixed 
in  Maryland  in  1713— Maryland  being  then  a 
colony.  He  showed  what  were  the  laws  on  this 
subject  in  eleven  slavebolding  States,  and  replied 
tn  some  remarks  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  Hudson]  on  this  branch  of 
Ihe  subject;  and  he  proceeded  to  say  that  the 
Consiiti^ion  expressly  provided  that  Congress 
should  not  take  private  property  unless  it  were 
for  public  uses,  and  then  only  on  making  com- 
pensation to  the  owners  of  the  property.  The 
gentleman  from  New  York  admitted  that  alaves 
were  private  property;  he  said,  likewise,  that 
Congress  might  emancipate  the  slaves;  but  be  did 
not  say  whether  Congress  should  make  compen- 
sation for  those  slaves.  He  dodged  that-ques- 
tion>  But  he  contended  that  Congress  could  not 
take  the  public  money  for  any  such  purposes. 
The  eightii.scction  of  the  first  article  of  the  Con- 
stitution contained  an  enumeration  of  the  power* 
of  Congress;  but  no  gentleman  could  tell  him 
that  it  contained  any  such  powers. 

The  honorable  gentleman  went  into  a  long 
argument  to  prove  the  position  he  assumed;  in 
the  course  of  which,  he  took  occasion  to  show 
what  had  been  done  by  Congress  Iveretofore  in 
relation  to  this  alass  of  petitioners,  and  how  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Adams]  hod 
voted  thereon.  He  read  various  resoluiious  of 
tb*  House  adopted  4n  the  years  1836  and  1838. 

How  stood  the  question  in  183&f  Then  they 
had  the  famous  resolution  declari  ng  that  Congress 
had  no  power  to  interfere  with  akivery  in  the 
States,  and  that  such  iDlerferaaoa  wonhl  be  a 
breach  of  public  faith . 

Mr.  BEAROSLEY  said  the  gentleman  bad 
misapprehended  him  upon  this  question.  He  had 
not  said  that  oil  he  desired  was  that  these  peti- 
tions should  be  received  and  laid  upon  tlie  table. 
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U*  bad  added  a  qaalifiealion  that,  if  the  Hoan 
was  ready  loact  upon  theniias  he  himaelf  had 
alwajra  been  in  suen  fasea,  bo  eared  not  whether 
thejr  ^ere  laid  open  the  table  or  not,  the  mere 
reeeption  Wai  mffioienl  te  meet  the  requirementa 
of  the  Constitution.  He  had  added  that,  in  hia 
opinion,  the  expedient  and  proper  course  was  to 
aeod  them  to  tm  eommitlee  moat  favorable  to  the 
prajrcr  of  the  petition,  to  the  end  that  they  might 
aee  whataueh  committee  wouhi  adviae  tlie  coon- 
trjr  to  do  under  tite  circumetaneea^ 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  said  he  understood  the^n- 
tleroan  now  to  aajr  that  he  had  made  np  hia  mind 
that  ahvery  oueht  not  to  be  abolished. 

Mr.  BBARCSLEY  laid  he  had  ao  declared, 
perhapa  a  hundred  time*. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  said  he  waa  ^d  to  1i«d  that 
he  waa  not  miarepreseating  the  gentleman.  All 
thai  the  fenileman  deahed  was,  tlutt  tiM  petitions 
shodld  be  reeeWed  and  laid  upon  the  table;  he  did 
not  desire  timt  they  should  be  eonaidersd.  Why^ 
Because  his  mind  waa  made  up  upon  the  subject. 
To  what?  Ndt  lo  abolish  slavery.  He  admitted 
that,  if  the  majority  there  tliought  thnt  they  ought 
to  abolish  slavery,  ihcy  ought  to  receive  and  con- 
sider tbo  petilions;  but  it  was  because  the  major- 
ity weee  not  in  fatror  of  tlie  aboliiion  of  slavery 
that  the  Slat  ndeoaglit  to  be  esia'iliehed.  When 
the  petition  was  laid  upon  tlie  table,  it  waaan  an- 
Bwer,  and  showed  that  llic  prayer  of  the  petition 
was  refbsed.  Suppoac  a  petition  were  preaented 
to  that  House  aakini;  to  apply  the  torch  of  de- 
atruciion  M  Ibo  Capitol:  outtht  aaeb  a  petition  to 
be  received  ?  No;  because  it  was  aahinf  to  com- 
mit  a  (ekntf.  And  did  not  Iheae  petitionaask  the 
destrucuonof  iho  temple  of  hbcrty  itself?  Where 
waa  the  diflerence,  ihereforc,  between  receiving 
aueh  «  petitiott  aa  he  had  alluded  tu  and'  reeeivin|r 
abolitien  petHiona,  whieli  pray  fer  a  thing  which 
alt  admit  oofhl  dm  to  be  done?  The  Slst  rule, 
so  fiir  from  being  wrong,  vims,  in  fact,  perfectly 
ri^^t  in  itself.  It  was  the  judgment  of  the  House 
upon  tha  aubjeet;  and  so  thr  froan  being  produe- 
tive  of  injury,  it  had  been  productive  nf  good: 
Why?  liecMue  it  had  kept  off  ihatoentinued 
daaior  which  would  otherwise  have  prevailed 
about  th*  abolition  of  slavery.  He  mnal  be  per- 
mitted to  say  to  the  gendeman  from  New  York, 
ia  i^Dod  feeling,  that  he  was  deceiving  himaelf  by 
soppoaifig  tliat  tha  diaeossion  which  was  going 
oB  tbofc  produced  no  masehicf  elsewhere.  Vea, 
the  very  proclamation  whieli  the  gemltiman  from 
Maaaaefaasetts  had  made,  that  he  bad  triumphed 
npnn  thvB  qtieation,  was  ah-eady  prodmiing  mis- 
cnief  elsewhere.  A*  soon  as  the  colored  popu- 
lation were  led  to  believe  that  ihey  would  receive 
especial  encouragement  and  protection  from  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  they  would  be 
ready  for  shnost  any  aet  of  inanbordination. 

The  mnminc  hour  having  expired. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  Hnuae  several 
ezecMirve  oommjinicatioos;  which  were  read  by 
the  Clerk. 

nCFERENCG  OF  PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  C.  JOHNSON,  the  House 
tHen  resolved  itself  into  the  Coimnitlee  of  the 
'Whole,  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  Iherrf- 
ereooe  of  that  portion  of  the  Preaident'a  message 
vhieh  refers  to  the  improvement  «f  th«  weMern 
waters. 

Mr.  WELLER  being  entitled  to  the  floor,  rose 
and  addressed  the  committee. 

(The  reporters  gave  nothing  which  waa  said  by 
Mr.  WaLLtEk.] 

Mr.  J.  BRINKERHOFP  obtained  the  floor; 
and  being  requested  tegive  way  to  the  gentleman 
from  Pennaylvania,  [Mr.  Stewast,]  that  he  might 
reply  to  the  gentleman  ■from  Ohio,  [Mr..  Wbl- 
i,«a,1  said  it  was  a  matter  of  much  diffiouky  to 
f!et  the  floor;  and,  therefore,  he  OMiat  retain  the 
floor^  now-he  bad  got  it.  With  regard  to  the  per- 
aiMtal  eontr«versybieta»aen  tim  two  gentlemen,  he 
had  no  disposition  to  interfere  with  it.  It  waa 
hie  intention  to  saH  the  attention  of  ihecoiamiilse 
to  another  branch  of  the  avbject. 

In  the  Aral  plam,  tbenrwithoat  intending  lobe 
offensive,  he  would  notice  a  remark  made  yester- 
day by  the  gefitlea*att  from  Pennaylvania,  [Mr. 
Stcwikt.)  Thatgenthnnan  told  them  that  a  long 
aeriea  of  calamities  had  been  the  resalt  of  an  aban- 
donment of  a  high  protective  tariff;  and  that, 
if  it  had  not  occurred,  there  would  have  been 
f349,000,000  to  expend  in  worka  of  internal  im- 


provement. He  did  not  agree  with  the  poattioo 
of  the  gentleman  from  PeaBayivania;  but,  for  the 
parpoae  of  reply,  he  would  suppcae  it  to  be  line; 
and  what  followed.?  Who  was  reaponsible  for 
the  abandonment  of  the  oht  tariff  in  1633?  By 
whose  bargain  was  it  that  the  tariff  was  aban- 
doned ?  for  it  was  by  a  bargain.  Who  were  the 
high  cootractiagpariiea?  Ho w  did  the  agreement 
run  ?  Articles  of  agreement  made  and  concluded 
the  — —  day  of  ^— ,  between  Henry  Clay^  "  the 
Mill-boy  of  the  Slaahca,"  as  he  was  now  ealledf 
and  John  C.  Calhoun.  This  agreement  stipu- 
lated that  the  tariff  should  coma  down  to  twenty 
per  cent,  ad  valorem,  one  of  the  high  eoalraeting 
partiea  being  (ha  gentleman'a  (Mr.  SrawAaT'i] 
candidate  for  the  Presidency.  However,  it  was 
not  for  thspurpose  of  making  these  remarks  that 
he  roae.  The  genileroan  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
DjtiiHAaD,]  in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  particu- 
larly reprnented  to  the  West  the  policy  of  rely- 
ing on  a  home  market  for  support;  and  it  was  for 
the  purpoae  of  taking  that  polioy  into  considera- 
tion that  he  bad  obtained  the  floor.  As  a  bugbear 
10  frighten  (hem  from  looking  to  a  foreign  mar- 
ket, and  to  induce  them  to  look  eolely  to  a  home 
market,  tha  gendeman  from  New  York  told  them 
that  England,  in  ten  years,  would  becnme  an  ex- 
porter of  brcndstalTs.  Now,  it  would  be  some- 
thing remarkable  if  that  proved  to  be  true;  for  he 
found,  on  good  authority ,  (Mr.  McCulloch's  Die 
lionary,)  tlial,  since  1766,  there  had  been  a  per- 
manent balance  of  imports  over  the  sxporis  of 
breadatuffs  to  the  island  of  GreatBritoin. 

Thceentleinnn  from  New  York  told  them  there 
were  filleen  million  acres  of  land  in  Great  Britain 
unculiivatcd;  but, on  a  reference  lonuthoritiea,  he 
found  there  were  aixtcen  million,  or  one  million 
more  than  the  gendeman  stated.  And  of  what 
did  ii  coniiiBt?  The  pleasure  grounds  of  thcgen- 
Iry,  the  nobility,  and  royally;  the  salt  meadows 
and  sand  banks  of  the  coast;  llie  barren  moors  of 
the  interior;  and  the  atill  more  barren  mountains 
nfScollunii.  Why,  in  the  year  1816,  the  then 
existing  corn  laws  ofQrent  Britain  were  amended 
and  modified,  after  much  testimony  had  been 
taken  by  a  commiiioe  insiiiuted  fur  that  purpose; 
and  then  the  position  was  taken  that  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  keep  up  the  price  of  wheat  to  eighty 
ahilliiiga  per  quarter,  or  a  large  portion  of  land 
then  under  cultivation  muai  be  abandoned.  So 
much  for  their  fears  of  Great  Britain  becoming  an 
exporter  of  breadatuffs. 

Then,  again,  in  1833,  the  corn  laws  were  again 
modified—— 

Hero  the  honorable  gendeman  auddanly  sat 
down,  evidendy  very  sick  and  faint.  He  asked 
(he  iiidalgcnce  of  the  House  for  a  few  minutes; 
but  hia  enantennnce  became  ghastly  pale.  Several 
merabera  went  to  his  assistance,  and  water  waa 
handed  to  him.  « 

A  propoaition  was  made  that  some  other  gen- 
tleman should  be  allowed  to  take  the  floor,  and 
that  the  gendeman  IVom  Ohio  should  occupy  it 
at  a  future  period,  when  he  should  have  recov- 
ered. 

Another  proposition  was  made  that  the  com- 
mittee rise  and  report  progreaa;  which  was  agreed 
to;  and  then  (he  House  adjourned. 


The  rollowiiiti  noticei  ofpetiiiona  prefcnled  ta-dsy  were 
liandol  to  the  rennrterv  by  the  memlMn  preieiiting  them : 

By  Mr.  ATKIN.'iON  :  Thu  iBeisiwial  oTTIionuu  Taten, 
Hfkuif  t»  Im*  p;ij(l  $431  88,  the  aniounl  nf  hit»  clsiin  a^aiiwl 
the  Uniti-d  iSLilea ;  which  was  referred  to  ilie  Couiwittee 
ofClnimii. 

Bjr  Mr.  ANDEItSUN:  Tbeaupplemeniantmeamrisl  an4 
petition  of  MMliews,  Wood,  and  Uall,  of  New  V'ldi,  late 
cuijiraciora  for  fttraidiliig  marble  I'uc  the  cutloniboan  at 
New  York;  wliicb  wu  referred  (u  the  Coinniillec  of 
Clniiof. 

Bv  Mr.  LABBANCHE:  Tke  petitina  of  eiiiaeM  nf  ibe 
paniMiea  of  at,  Matf,  Teneboaaa,  awl  AtMiai|itim,  In  the 
State  of  Lnuiiilanit,  prayjiif  for  a  post  mute. 

By  Mr.  JO(IVSON,aif  Ohio;  Petition  of  William  Ilumel 
and  ((>ny-ll»c  mhen,  citizens  nf  Perry  rounty,  Ohio,  pray- 
in«  for  a  reflvm  in  Uie  PoM  OMee  Depanment ;  wMdi  was 
rel'erred  tu  the  Uouimiuet  an  tke  Posv  <Mk»  and  Pgat 

By  Mr.  MACt. AT :  Memorial  ofabip  maaten,  ateamboat 
mastera,  and  cnaaiera,  of  lh«  State  of  New  Yoit,  fbr  the 
CTSetina  M  a  bght-houte  ape*  Bneaiioa  Doetc,  la  Lnnf 
lalaad  sound ;  afan,  Ibc  nwnwrial  ef  ibe  iiorlaau!  pilau, 
of  the  Slate  of  Ni^w  YorJi,  for  the  erection  of  a  light  house 
upon  Execution  Rock,  in  Lonf  Island  aound ;  which  was 
referred  to  the  (?ommiltee  on  rommerre. 

By  Mr.  l,BOKAKD:  A  peUtioa  of  iially  Davis,  of  Km 
Stale  oj'Nenr  York,  widow  of  an  oidHoldfcr,pniyinK  a  pen- 
sion for  <o-rviccii  rcnilcrcd  l>y  her  hu^ltand  in  the  war  of  Uie 
Rcvolulion ;  which  waa  referred  lo  the  Commiuccon  Pen- 
tfioas. 


Also,  a  pailMi  oTMary  Snyfcer,  eflVew  Tork,  wi*m  of 
Doonb  Sttykcr,  piayiaf  a  peaaioa  fet  aerviees  rendered  ky 
her  late  huabandaaaaoldierofthcBcvolntiou;  whicli  was 
referred  lo  the  Committee  on  Revnlutliinary  Pensions. 

By  Mr.  WRIGHT,  nf  Indiana  I  PeiHIon  nf  DarNiry  Ylne- 
yanl,  of  Hendrteka  eaamy,  Indiana,  for  a  pension ;  wMeh 
was  referred  to  Uie  Coinmiuee  no  Revnlotioaary  Penaloas. 

By  Mr.  ORIDER :  Petition  of  Samuel  M.  Aabury,  pcayina 
to  iiicreaae  hia  pension ;  also  askinf  leave  lo  withdraw 
fma  tbc  fllea  uf  (he  Uooae  of  hMI  Coaglnm,  ike  peiillnn 
and  pmof  to  last  Cnn)ir«M ;  and  Uiat  tbey  b«  refemd  la  Has 
Conunjuoe  on  Invalid  Peuaiona. 

By  Mr.  FICKLIN  :  Peiiiion  of  Lemuel  Land  and  one 
hundred  and  fcurteen  ntliera,  riiizcna  of  the  cnnnty  of 
WMii-,and8tti*  of  Illinois,  pmyhigaimHInrisad,  alioated 
in  the  Wabash  valley,  for  Uie  improveowM  oftbe  Wafcash 
river  from  Terre  Haute  to  iIk  Ohio  river  ;  which  was  re- 
ferred ini  the  ConimiKee  on  Roads  and  C^iiala. 

By  Mr.  II A R PER;  ThepeUUonnf  If.  WhUakerandlMr^ 
ty  ndiera,  eiilsens  of  Moskiogam  enonly,  Ohio,  'pnylng  Ibr 
a  reduction  nf  the  eipenaea  nf  the  6«n«f>l  tjnvemiaenl , 
wbicli  was  referred  tu  the  Comuiiltee  on  ttstrsaehqient. 

Also,  the  petition  nf  the  same  citixena  respecting  a  re- 
dacrtnn  nf  the  pretient  nitenof  pmtage;  which  nraa  referred 
m  the  CoinmiKer  nn  the  Pnat  Office  and  Fast  Rnada. 

By  Mr.  SAMPLE:  The  usamnrtal  of  A.  P.  Riohordson 
and  one  hundred  and  (wcniy-five  othcta,  cilizena  of  Olira 
township,  .-it.  Joseph  county,  Indiana,  aiming  "  tliat  ex- 
orMtanl  laiea  on  public  or  private  Infbrmniion  are  demga- 
tmy  to  the  genmaof  a  gnvsmw-  nt  reatkigasan  IntelHgsacs 
for  its  siirrc.48inl  operation,"  and  praying  iliat  iIm  nice  of 
potlns*!  Itc  ('  ri-duced  tti  Uie  Iowchi  posHiWe  point  coaalat. 
eiit  with  the  support  of  the  Poet  OlHce  Department ;"  whieli 
was  rsferred  to  the  tMMnmictee  nn  Ike  Put  Office  and  Post 
UnadK. 

By  Mr.C.JOIINSOV:  The  psiiikmof  thssdaiaUtralnr 
of  William  Met^'liire,  deceased,  a.sking  compenastiOD  for  a 
hnrse  lo«t  in  tile  Seminole  rampaien. 

AI<o,  the  petiimn  oT  WHIian  H.  BedAird,  osMnf  a  re- 
view of  tlie  decision  of  tho  Aadiior  nna  eenain  elsiais 
therein  specinrd  for  horses  lost  in  (he  Samionle  campaign. 

By  Mr.  8LIDELL:  The  petition  of  B.  OIney  and  one 
himdred  and  AOy  other*,  citizens  of  New  Orleans,  praying 
fnr  a  grant  of  certain  hinda  to  aid  ia  ihelmproveiaentortba 
navigaiioH  of  die  Wsbaah  river  ;  wbick  was  leCured  U>  Ibe 
Coiniuittne  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Al.^,  the  petition  of  the  heirrf  of  John  Lyiid,  praying  for 
cotiftnnatlnii  of  title  to  a  o^naln  tract  of  land ;  which  was 
raterred  tn  the  CommMce  an  Private  Land  ChilaM. 

By  Mr.  D.\NA :  EiempUOeatioa  af  Ira  Wriglil'S  peasioa 
paiiern ;  which  waa  referred  to  Ibe  Cotamiuee  on  Invalid 
Pensions. 

By  Mr.  PIJRDT :  The  pelitkm  of  (ighty  IntiMisntt  af 
Oxford,  in  (he  Slate  nf  New  York.  Ibr  Un  fcdaetktn  of 
poatoffe  and  rexuiaiion  nf  Che  friuiklHg  privilege ;  #bieb 
was  referred  (o  the  Comuiiltee  ou  the  Poai  Office  and  Post 
Roads. 

By  Mr.  BROWN,  of  Pennaylvaiihi ;  Ute  petltkm  nf  cM- 
sens  of  (b«  riiy  and  cnuniy  of  Plaladelpkia,  pnykig  Con- 
greaa  in  grant  an  appmpriaiinn  for  Ibe  ceasinicttaaef  a  dry- 
dock  SI  (he  nary  yard  at  tliat  poru 


HOUSE  OF  REPRBSENTATITES. 

Satdkdat,  Janvry  SO,  1844. 

Mr.  WENT  WORTH  preaentad  apslitionfrom 
simdry  persans  in.  Do  Kalb  county,  Illinois,  rs- 
msaslraiing  agaioal  tlie  odmiaaioa  of  Texaa  into 
the  Union. 

Mr.  W.  remarked  that  he  had  a  letter  from  one 
of  the  petitioners,  stating  that  they  had  rather 
the  United  StaWa  would  Mve  Texas  than  have  it 
go  to  England. 

THB  ORECOIf  TBRBITORT. 

Mr.  HUGHES  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

tUtolcti,  That  tile  Cnmmhtce  on  Territories  le<|nire  into 
the  eipedleney,  at  as  eariy  a  day  as  praeUcahle,  of  ivpnn- 
iag  a  Joinlresotaiiaa  leqaiwling  Ike  PcesMcat  af  (he  United 
Stales  lo  give  notice  of  iwelvo  uoaths  In  Ui«  Oovenuaent 
of  Great  Briuin  that,  afler  (he  expiration  of  said  (erm,  Iha 
(Jovemmeni  of  (he  United  States  will  annul  and  abrngala 
(he  eonveiHk>n  of  the  6ih  of  Septeraber,  1887,  eoatlaaing 
in  force  tlie  provisioas  of  Use  ibird  aniele  of  Ike  eoavealioii 
of  Uie  301b  ofOclober,  18IB. 

Objections  were  made  to  lbs  receptioa  of  the 
rcanlution. 

Mr.  HUGHES  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rales  to  enable  him  lo  offer  it. 

The  motion  waa  negatived. 

ADMINISTRATION  OF  OATHS  BY  JUSTICES. 

Mr.  CULLOM  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which,  aAer  beinf  modified  at  the  sugges- 
tion of  Mr.  BARNaRD,  was  agreed  to: 

Jleaoived,  That  Ike  Commiuee  on  the  Jodlciary  be  la- 
Btrucled  to  inquire  into  Uie  expediency  nfreporting  whe(ber 
there  be  any  law  in  force  which  authorizes  Justices  nf  the 
peace  (o  odmlahier  oaihs  to  a|ipNeanla  w  Ooagrsss  for  pen- 
sioBa,  or  le  witnasasa  saaaaiaed  Hsaeb  appliealions  ;  aad 
if  BOt,  (orepona  bill  coauBonicathagaucb  power;  aad  also 
constituUng  It  perjury  (o  swear  Iklacly  In  such  cases. 

RBPEBENCE  OF  PRBSIOGNt's  MESSACB. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  moved  a  auapenaion  of  tb« 
rulea  for  the  purpose  of  introducing  a  motion  to 
go  into  Commiitee  of  the  Whole. 

The  yeas  and  naya  were  demanded,  but  not 
ordered. 
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TeHera  were  th«n  sailed  fbr,and  Meran.  Biruc 
and  Thoma8i«h  w«re  appointed;  and  thejr  re- 
ported 7T  in  the  affirmauva,  and  38  in  the  nega- 
tiTer-being  leaa  than  a  quonwn. 

Mr.  ADAMS  expreaaed  the  hope  that  the  rulea 

would  not  be  aaspended.or  the  morning  hoar 

would  be  taken  from  the  coneideration  of  the 

'  pending  question  on  the  leport  of  (he  committee 

on  rale*. 

Mr.C.JOHNSON  said  twoo'clock  to-day  was 
the  hour  fixed,  on  his  motion,  to  terminate  de- 
bate on  the  reaoltttion  to  refer  the  Preaident's 
incaaage;  and  therefore  he  felt  bound  to  urge  his 
motion. 

The  SPEAKER  said  there  was  certainly  a  quo- 
rum present, and  l>e  called  upon  gentlemen  to  vole 
on  one  aide  or  the  other. 

Mr.  BIDLACK  called  for  the  yeaa  and  nays, 
for  the  purpose  of  testing  whether  there  waa  a 
quorum  preaenl. 

The  yeaa  and  nara  were  not  ordered;  but  the 
tellers  n^ain  took  the  vote,  and  reported  88  in  the 
aStrmatire,  and  39  in  the  negative;  which  being 

quorum,  aad  a  auffieient  majority,  the  rulea 
were  suspended. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  moved  that  the  House  re- 
solve itaelf  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union;  which  was  agreed  to,  and 
Mr.  Wurrnaop  took  the  chair. 

The  pending  question  was  on  the  resolution  to 
refer  so  much  or  the  Presidea'la  message  as  re- 
tea  to  the  weatern  waters. 

Mr.  McCAUSLEN  said  it  was  with  mortifica- 
tion and  regret  that  be  had  observed  a  considera- 
ble degree  of  aeirimonjr indulged  in  by  gentlemen 
in  the  debate  upon  thia  question.  What  was  the 
question  that  was  now  before  the  committee  for 
consideration?  It  was  simply  the  reference  of  a 
portion  of  the  Preaident'a  message  to  a  select 
committee,  and  an  amendment  for  the  reference 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce.  And  he  had 
been  aoouwhat  at  a  loas  to  know  how  the  polit- 
ical questions  of  the  day  eould  be  lugged  into  thia 
debate,  with  the  rules  of  the  House  staring  them 
in  the  face.  What  was  the  object  of  referring  a 
subject  to  a  coiamiltec  for  examination  ?  Was  it 
notfer  thecxpreaa purpose  of  eolleeting  facts,  and 
laying  those  facta  before  the  House,  so  that  the 
Houae  might  act  underaiandingly  upon  all  ques- 
tions presented  to  them  ?  Most  assuredly.  Why 
was  the  motion  made,  in  this  eaae,  to  refer  the 
subject  to  a  select  committee?  It  was  that  the 
facts  connected  with  it  might  be  collected  and 
brought  before  the  House  in  a  form  best  caleu- 
laMd  to  give  weight  to  the  queatiiM  involved. 
Why  did  westesn  gentlemen  objeet  to  the  refer- 
ence to  the  Committee  on  Commerce?  Not  be- 
cause they  aappoaed  that  ooihmittee  would  not 
be  willing  to  dojustioe  to  the  West;  bat  it  was 
because  they  were  not  sufficiently  acquainted 
with  the  important  interests  of  the  West.  They 
of  the  West  desired  tiie  poor  privilers  of  present- 
ing their  interests  to  that  House.  All  that  they 
asked,  was  to  have  an  opportunity  to  present  their 
own  case.  Was  there  a  member  of  that  House 
who  would  be  disposed  to  deny  titem  this  privi- 
lege? He  did  not  believe  the  House  would  refuse 
it.  What  was  to  be  gained  by  rejecting  the  ref- 
erence which  western  gentlemen  demanded  as 
their  right,  and  aa  easentuil  to  their  iatereals. 
He  had  regretted  exceedingly  to  sec  gentlemen 
from  dlflTerent  sections  of  the  Union  arraying  nnn 
portion  of  the  country  against  another.  He  was 
sorry  to  see  gentlemen  of  the  North  and  East  dc- 
preeiating  the  West  and  South;  and  those  of  the 
ijoiiili  setting  themselves  against  the  interests  of 
the  North.  The  Imerests  of  this  whole  Union 
worn  one  and  indi«ist4>lc.  Eflorta  had  beeo  mads 
to  pursuade  the  House  that  th^  interests  of  the 
West  and  North  were  not  worthy  of  the  consid- 
eration of  that  House.  What  was  the  true  dis- 
tinction? It  waasim|>ly  this:  those  rivers,  lakes, 
and  bays  which  the  God  of  nature  had  made  nav- 
igable, were  to  be  considered  uaiional  waters,  and 
sTinald  be  the  objects  of  naitional  auparvisioii. 
That  was  the  only  true  distinction;  it  was  the 
only  distinction  that  could  be  made  by  gentlemen 
who  were  not  disposed  to  lug  in  party  politics  to 
wei^h  down  this  important  qnestloa.  The  Mis- 
sissippi, the  Ohiot  and  the  Missouri  rivers,  bad 
always  been  recognized  as  national  streama. 
What  was  it  which  gentlemen  attenpicd  to  drag 
in  is  order  to  weigh  down  this  question  ?  It  was 
the  interuiiimblc  question  of  internal  improvement 


— improvement  without  atiat  or  liaoit.  Noriraa 
this  wl;  they  had  lugged  in  questions  of  party 
politics,  Mid  the  House  had  witnessed  scenes  of 
a  disgreeeful  ebaraeler  for  two  or  three  days  past, 
growing  out  of  the  admission  of  this  wids  range 
of  debaUe.  Thsy  had  not  met  hare  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  Preaidenist  but  to  do  the  busi- 
ness of  the  country. '  The  people  have  th*  right 
of  President-aaking  in  their  own  beads;  and 
they  would  exeroise  that  right,  regardless  of  any 
tiling  wtiieh  might  bedone  by  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentativea. 

What  was  the  amouat  aaked  for  for  tbe  im- 
provement of  the  western  waters?    The  pitiful 
sum  of  f  175,000,  or  |aOO,000  at  most,  to  bs 
granted  annually,  to  keep  in  operation  the  prea- 
ent  number  of  soag-baats  upon  ihoss  waters. 
Wby,  if  only  one  steamboat  were  saved,  with 
the  lives  of  her  passengers,  in  consequence  of 
such  appropriation,  the  money  would  be  well  laid 
out.    Since  the  diseontinnanee  of  the  use  of  the 
snag-boats,  the  navigation  of  the  Miasissippi  waa 
attended  with  the  utmoat  danger.    The  average 
;  loss  of  steam  vessels  had  been  about  one  each 
I  week — fifty -two  steamboata  in  a  single  year  I  He 
I  would  aak  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  who 
I  vaunted  so  much  of  the  Hudson  river,  how  many 
i  veasela  had  beea  lost  on  that  river?    How  many 
!  lives  had  been  lost  in  consequence  of  impediments 
j  to  the  navigation  of  that  river?  The  impediments 
which  existed  to  the  navigation  of  that  river  were 
triflingand  insignifioant,  in  compariaon  with  thoss 
I  of  the  western  waters.    He  dio  not  objeet  to  an 
I  appropriation  for  the  Hudson,  if  one  were  neces- 
'  sary;  but  he  could  not  help  remarking  that  the 
gentleman  fVom  New  York  [Mr.  BiawAaB]  bad 
I  unwarrantably  enlarged  the  importance,  or  rather 
the  extent,  of  the  navigation  of  that  river,  by 
adding  to  it  a  long  line  of  canals,  reaching,  and 
{  he  beueved  including,  even  a  part  of  the  Miaais- 
I  sippi  itself.    The  gentleman  had  asserted  that 
New  York  waa  equal  to  one  aixth  of  the  Union, 
I  and  that  therefore-  a  large  appropriation  should 
!  be  made  for  the  improvement  tk  the  Hudaon. 
But  the  gentleman  must  recollect  that  it  waa  the 
West  which  made  New  York  what  she  is.  And 
no  State  had  contributed  more  towards  that  result 
than  the  State  of  Ohio.    The  canals  of  the  State 
of  New  York  would  be  of  little  value,  without 
the  canala  of  Ohio;  their  profits  would  be  greatly 
rnrtailed.   The  centleaian  talked  about  the  great 
Slate  of  New  York;  and  he,  on  his  part,  might 
well  boast  of  the  great  State  of  Ohio— a  Stale 
which  he  might  justly  be  proud  of.  The  State  of 
Ohio  demanded  her  righu  at  the  bauds  of  that 
House;  and  she  was  aa  juatly  entitled  to  be  heard 
as  New  York,  or  any  other  State  ia  the  Union. 
He  did  not  mean  to  be  understood  aa  saying, 
however,  (hat  unless  Ohio   redeived  what  alie 
thought  she  waa  entitled  to,  the  Union  must  be 
disaolved.    Such  a  proposition  be  had  not  ex- 
pected to  hear  in  that  Houae,  on  the  part  of  gen- 
tlemen from  any  quarter.     He  oould  answer  for 
the  Slate  he  came  from,  that  even  if  her  rights 
were  disregarded  for  a  time,  she  would  not  resort 
to  any  auen  dcspdrate  coarse  aa  that.  He  deaired 
that  the  whole  subject  should  be  referred  to  a 
select  committee. 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY  rose  and  addressed  the 
Chair;  and,  at  the  same  time, 

Mr.STEWART  rose  and  aubmitted  an  amend- 
ment to  refer  the  aubject  to  the  CtHomitlee  on 
Roads  and  Canals. 

TheCHAIRMANgavG  the  floor  to  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  [Mr.  Bearoslbv,]  on  the 
ground  (hat  Uie  gentleman  from  Pentisylvanla  had 
nlready.spoken,  and  could  not  take  the  floor  again 
while  another  eentleraan  claimed  it. 

Mr.  STEWART  appealed  to  tfae  gentleman 
from  New  York  to  persnt  him  to  occupy  the  floor 
for  a  few  moments;  and  aaid  that  he  would  pledge 
himself  to  detain  the  House  but  n  very  short  time, 
and  to  aay  nothing  that  was  inconsialant  with  the 
strictest  partinmentarr  rtries. 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY  claimed  the  floor;  and  said 
that  he  ialeadedto  speak  butafewnoraeats,and 
would  then  icsive  the  floor  for  the  genlleasan,  or 
whoever  the  committee  might  choose  to  occupy  it. 
He  should  not  go  into  the  political  and  personal 
collision  which  had  taken  place  here.  He  should 
leave  these  to  other 'gentlemen,  aa  they  did  not 
seem  to  him  to  belong  to  tlie  question  before  the 
committee.  He  desired  to  look  at  the  single  prop- 
osition before  the  committee;  and,  as  they  had 


bad  discoarses  upon  almost  every  other  subject 
than  the  one  before  tbem,  it  was  Uie  more  neeea- 
sary  to  underatand  the  nature  of  the  proposition 
before  them,(md  the  questions  on  wbieh  it  turned. 
It  waa  propoaed,  in  the  amendment  before  them, 
to  send  that  portion  of  the  PreaideiM's  message 
relating  to  the  improveasent  of  the  rivera  of  the 
Weat  to  a  select  committee;  and  the  original  n«> 
olution  proposed  to  give  that  auWeet  the  ordinary 
direction,  and  eend  it  to  one  of  the  standing  cam- 
mittees  of  the  House.  The  latter  courae  appeared 
to  bim  to  be  the  trae  one;  for  it  was  to  be  pre- 
sumed that  the  Houae,  in  diatribatingtbe  bosineaa 
of  the  seasioD,  woald  give  each  subjMtto  the  eou- 
mittee  specially  eooetitated  to  take  it  intooonaid- 
eration.  Now,  unleaa  some  cogent  reason  could 
be  given  for  departing  f^om  the  ordinary  practice 
on  ihie  oecaaion,  it  seemed  to  bim  that  it  ought 
to  be  adhered  tot  and  it  leated  with  thoae  vRio 
advocated  the  refeienee  to  a  select  eeiamittee  to 
give  such  raaaoas.  He  bad  heard  no  suflleient 
reaaona  given,  and  eould  eonceive  of  none,  that 
ought  to  have  any  weight  wilh  the  oommitlee. 

Was  it  intended  that  a  sslect  committee  shoald 
be  appointed  to  examine  witnesses,  and  prove 
that  we  have  an  Ohio,  a  Mississippi,  or  an  Ark- 
ansas river  ?  Waa  it  to  prove  their  dimeitsiaDa, 
their  length,  breadth,  depth,  and  ToluaM  of  wa- 
ter ?  Was  it  to  show  how  maoy  anags  and  saw- 
yera  were  in  thoae  rivers?  or  was  it,  m  short,  to 
ascertain  any  fecta  which  were  not  aiatters  of 
general  notoriety?  If  not,  what,  then,  waa  it 
intended  to  aceoasplish  by  tlie  appointment  of  a 
select  committee?  Were  they  not  prepared  to 
legislata  an  the  aubject,  and  make  appropriatioiM 
to  remove  the  obstructions  ia  the  weaiam  riv«n 
as  well  without  any  additional  iaformatian  aa 
with  it?  Waa  the  committee  to  bring  forward 
any  new,  unknown,  and  hidden  fisets  whieb  bad 
never  yet  been  brought  to  light?  No.  one  can- 
templated  anvthing  of  the  kiM.  He  wiahed  gen- 
tlemen would  deal  a  little  mere  in  detail,  and  tell 
the  committee  what  it  was  they  expected  to  ae- 
complish  by  the  appointment  of  a  aeleet  commit- 
tee. If  these  were  mere  little  stresaas,  mere  miH 
braachea,  it  might,  pcrlwpa,  be  aa  well  to  appoint 
a  select  eonmiitee,  of  to  send  ont/taurveyor, 
and  collect  infonnation  for  the  purpoae  of  magni* 
fying  their  importaaee.  But  no  auch  rsoaras 
applied  to  iheae  great  rivers;  and  he  denied  that 
a  single  rsaaon  bad  been  advaneed  baviag  tha 
slightest  substance  in  it,  which  weuM  aathorisa 
the  reference  to  a  aeleot  oommitlee.  If  we  aetNl 
this  subjoct  to  a  sslect  committeei  we  might  aa 
well  aend  all  others  to  select  committees,  aad 
abolish  the  a(aBdingcommitteeaallogelher.  Nov, 
in  eonaeetioM  with  thia  aubject,  a  great  variety  of 
other  matters  bad  been  gene  into.  Compariaoas 
had  been  made  ia  regard  to  the  wealemand  eaat- 
cm  rivers,  and  their  imporlanea  contiasted  with 
each  other.  But  bad  that  anything  to  do  with 
the  qaeation  before  the  eommittee  ?  Conceding 
that  these  western  rivers  were  jnbst  mighty  and 
important  streams,  and  vaatly  auperior  to  the 
Hudson,  the  Connecticut  river,  and  the  Debtware, 
did  it  follow  that  they  akine  should  reeeive  the 
attentions  of  the  Government,  and  thatappropri- 
ationa  should  be  made  for  no  otheta? 

He  saw  no  constitutional  ground  for  aiding  in 
the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  weatern 
rivers  which  did  not  apply  to  the  navigation  of 
the  Hudson,  tlie  Conneoticat,  and  the  Uelawaie 
rivers,  and  the  harbors  and  afaorsa  of  tho  oeemit 
and  of  the  great  lakes.  The  oaly  aathority  Cos-. 
gress  had  to  make  appropriations  of  a  aingle  dot- 
Far  for  internal  improvemenu,  was  to  be  found  in 
the  Conatttution,  and  the  elanse  of  it  pointed  out 
by  the  gentleman  firam  Ohio.  He  knew  there 
ware  many  geatleman  leealad  east  of  the  Alle- 
ghany mountaioa,  and  aouth  af  thia  city,  who 
entertained  the  opinion  ibatCongreaahaa  no  power 
to  make  apprepriationa  for  the  improvement  of 
our  rivers;  and  their  opiniona  were  honest,  and 
they  deserved  oradit  for  their  ooasisteney  in  them. 
But  there  ware  other  geatlemea  who  entertained 
diflerent  views— be  wosdd  not  aay  mors  liberal 
viewa  ■■but  eeetsanly  asors  enlarged  viewa  in  ic- 
gnrd  to  the  powcra  of  thia  Govemmeat  to  aaake 
internal  improvementa.  A  member  from  Virginia 
the  other  day  called  these  gentlemen  straight- 
jacket  politieianat  Now,  a  alraight-jaeket  waa  a 
very  useful  article,  and  could  be  wortiand  thrown 
off  on  certain  occasions.  King  George  HI.  bad 
worn  oac.and  had  thrown  it  oiToccasionally;  and 
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a  joelmt  (hat  was  (it  for  ■  king  mi^ht  be  fit  for  a 
lf«;ialator.  He  did  not  say  that  legialatcrs  or  pol- 
idcianiwore  their  straighi-Jackei*  and  thrrwthem 
off,  uGeorpe  III.  did,  in  ihe  interirsls  of  lunacy 
and  reason;  but  he  Iwlieved  soro*«r  them  had 
worn  them  or  thrown  them  olTaa  oppropriationa 
were  to  be  made  for  improrements,  either  in  tiieir 
own  aeetion  ttC  eouatry  or  at  a  diatanoe.  Thia 
■amedaaa  of  politieiaiM  Irnd  aWraya  heM  that  tho 
GoreromeM  had  no  poweronderthe  Conatiiolion 
to  make  appropriationa  for  the  Ohio  and  Mtaaia- 
(ippi;  bat  one  of  titem  had  found  it  in  another 

Sirter.  The  icentleman  from  Sooth  Carolina 
r.  HoLMEi]  found  it  in  an  act  of  the  nid  Con- 
eraiion  beiora  (he  Conatitmien  waa  formed. 
The  gentleman  fiwnd  the  power  to  rumove  ttie 
•oag  and  anwyera  from  the  Miaaiaatppi  (which 
Ihe  atraigbl-jaoUl  politieiam  never  could  ftud  in 
iheCoaMitution)  in  the  ordinanee  of  ITST;  and 
thai  ordinanea  waa  paaacd  before  the  adoption  of 
Ihe  CoaatiMtion.  That,  however,  waa  a  view  of 
dw  aabfcet  which  wevid  not  be  aatiafaetory  to 
nelitieiaaa  eaat  of  llie  Alleghany  mnuniaioa,  who 
loak  la  the  Conatitntion  kaelf,and  not  lo  the  acta 
of  Ihe  ConfederatioB. 

Well,  what  waa  that  ordinanee  ?  It  provided 
that  the  navigable  watera  leading  into  the  Mia* 
aiaippiaadStjLiawrenee.aiid  the  carrying  phcea 
between  theaame,  alunild  be  common  highnraya 
lo  all  Ike  inhabilaaia  of  the  preaent  Ceiifinl«ra>- 
lion,  aail  of  the  new  Slates  tliat  miifht  be  admit* 
led  into  it;  and  that  tlie  navigation  snoHkl  forevfr 
remain  free,  without  being  interrupted  by  any  nf 
theSiatea  through  which  they  might  tow.  Well, 
whenwaatbeneecaaityfortluaproviaion^  Why 
there  waa  an  ordinance  for  the  admiasion  of  new 
Suiaa  into  the  Union,  ami  it  was  necessarjr  tn 
provide  that  these  new  Slates  should  iioi,  by  the 
iapoailtoaofl«Ua«rdutita,levycoMribiMiocison 
Ike  commerce  of' the  eilizene  of  the  other  Statea; 
which,  without  this'prahibition,  tlicy  would  havu 
had  the  right  to  do.  The  ordinance  was  not  only 
to  make  theae  watera  free  andcemmonhichwaya, 
bat  lo  aecare  forever  lo  the  eiiitena  of  all  the 
Blalea  lit*  right  of  navigating  theoi  without  mn* 
kalalion  or  but.  This  waa  klie  objeot  of  the  ordi* 
•ance;  aod  not  tiw  one  niHanoed  by  the  gentki* 
laan  froaa  South  Carolina.  Now,  he  had  no  dif* 
touky  on  thia  aooas.  kl»  was  wilting  to  make 
any  inec  aaary  appropriittiona  for  the  itnpre  vea»en  t 
sf  ikeae  western  walera,  or  any  of  the  oilier  girnt 
rivers  of  Ihe  United  States.  The  power  to  make 
Iheas  iaaproveiaeata  waa  in  theCoiwuiution;  nml 
■owheiw  elae;  and  if  it  was  not  lo  be  found  there, 
•ay  expeoditwre  for  these  objects  was  a  uaurpa- 
tion  on  the  part  of  the  Goveriimeot. 

The  tloctrine  appeared  to  lie,  with  aome  grn- 
llemen,  that  fit  whatever  work  that  wua  of  pub- 
lie,  aalionaliand  not  merely  of  local  concern, they 
bail antbotity  to  auike  appropriationa.  He  (Mr. 
B.)  should  be  ready  to  vote  in  favor  of  the  object 
which  gentlemen  here  had  in  view.  He  siiould  be 
ready,  too,  to  vo^  appropriation*  for  the  Dela- 
ware, the  Hudaon,  the  CoiiDeoticut,  and  other 
rivera,  as  wall aa  for  the  Ohio  and  the  Miaaiasippi. 
He  regarded  them  lUl  aa  standing  on  the  same 
foundation,  in  relation  lo  the  power  of  Coogrraa, 
and  he  waa  ready  lo  vole  forappropriaiioHS  for 
them  all,  aoeordiiif  lo  theneceaaltiea  of  the  aevernl 
eases.  But  he  was,  opposed  to  Ihe  amendment 
which  proposed  lo  aend'wia  aubjecl  lo  a  aelect 
committee.  The  Commineo  oa  Coiniaeroe  waa 
drawn  from  didbrent  pans  nfthis  Union,  and  con- 
sisted nf  gcntleinen  who  had, an  interest  in  the 
subject,  and  were  capable  to  act  upon  il.  He 
ho|Md  tiw  House  would  tMllicro  to iia atieient usage , 
and  send  thia  aubjvci  to  the  CTommittee  on  Com- 
merce. 

Mr.  8AMPL£,  though  a  weatem  man,  dis- 
claimed all  eeotional  feeling,  and.  contended  that 
the  intereala  of  all  parts  of  this  country  were  the 
inleresla  of  the  whole;  and  they  ought  to  act  with 
•ha  aawo  liberaliiy  (o  oae  aeeuan  as  to  another. 
He  defended  I4ew  York  from  the  alladce  whiah 
had  been  mad*  upon  it;  and  said  New  York  was 
an  imponaiu  point  of  coibnereo  for  all-parla  of 
Ike  Unioo,  and  a  marlKt  for  western  iireduea. 
Hadiaowaad  Mie  doetriae  that  the  aid  of  diisOev 
vnMnenlwas  confined  loiido-water,andexpre8sed 
himself  in  favor  of  aid  being  given,  if  in  the  power 
of  the  QeverMaem,  lo  any  of  the  gnat  arieriea 
and  «banaei8  of  trade  and  commerce. 

Mr.  PETTIT  nest  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  STEWART,  of  Pennsylvania,  desired  lo 


have  an  opportonity  lo  msrire  soane  obnervatiotn; 
but,  after  a  few  words  from  Mr.SCUBNCK,  be 
gave  way. 

Mr.  PETTIT  hoped  he  ahould  have  the  floor 
without  interruption  for  the  twelve  minulce  that 
remained  to  him.  The  question,  aa  he  nnderstood 
it,  waa  a  reaohition  lo  refer  that  portion  of  Ihe 
President 'e  message  whieli  telataa  lo  ths  western 
waters  to  the  Cnmmitlee  on  Commerce,  is  which 
an  amendment  araa  offered  to  aond  it  to  a  aelect 
cnmmitlee.  Now,  he  pieferrcd  the  selectcemmit* 
lee,  not  being  satiafied  of  the  friendly  feeling  of 
the  Committee  on  Coraaieree.  He  waa  now  a 
wcHlerii  man,  ihou'h  born  and  educated  in  the 
Bast;  and  he  felt  a  rvepeet  and  a  veneration  for 
that  portion  of  the  Union  whicii,  perhaps,  no  otlier 
'  weatMrn  man  felt.  There  had  been  aome  hard 
woida  used  in  the  ceureo  of  this  debate — words 
which  he  waa  not  accustomed  to  use,  or  to  hear 
used.  Some  words  had  l>een  used  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  {Mr.  WkLtaa]  whicli  he  would 
not  have  aanclioned  if  they  bad  been  used  to  a 
genilnmon. 

The  CHAIRMAN  called  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  le  order. 

Mr.  PETriT  said,,  then  ho  would  pass  tliat 
subjeeii  but  ecmiplaint  had  been  made  of  the  Ian- 
gunste  used  by  tlie  eenileman  from  Ohio,  and  he 
was  (liercb^  reminded  of  an  anecdote  which  he 
had  somettmea  heard.  A  father  oaea  chastised 
bis  son  f((r  calling  him  a  liar;  and, after  inflicting 
aome  aevare  piinishnsenlv  he  aeked  the  boy  if  lie 
would  again  call  his  father  a  liar.  The  young 
iirohin,  with  tears  in  hia  eyes,  replied,  "No, 
father;  no,  never;  bnt  pray  what  shall  I  say  when 
you  do  lier"  Now,  in  stich  cases  as  this,  which 
had  occurred  in  this  Hnuae,  it  waa  diflicuit  lo 
select  the  pro|ier  parliamentary  word. 

He  then  addressed  iiimaelf  to  Ihe  quealinn  be* 
fore  tlie  coiiiiniite«,and  called  upon  the  House  tn 
act  lo^rther  for  the  cunaton  good  of  all  th<^  dif- 
ferent sections  of  the  Union.  They  had  been  told 
that  ihcy  moat  wear  tho  siraightjaoket  of  strict 
coi>*lruetion;  and. he  observed  Uiat  he  was  aa 
I  much  dieposed  to  wear  that  jacket  aa  any  gentle- 
man on  this  floor;  but  ho  would  aak  why  a  atrici 
conslrueiion  should  anthorixe  the  studding  of  the 
sea-board  wiiji  li«ht-housos,  and  not  permit  the 
neeessary  appropriations  for  the  West  ?  He  made 
a  few  other  ubacrvaiions  lo  the  same  effect,  in  tlie 
inidat  of  whicli  he  was  out  eff  by  the  arrival  of 
the  liour  Is  terminate  ikbale. 

The  oommittse  llion  proceeded  to  vote  on  the 
reaolulions — the  |>ending  question  beiag  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  TiioMriOM,  in  ameadntent  of  Mr. 
Wita's  resolution  lo  refer  that  portion  of  Ihe 
Preaideni's  message  which  relates  to  the  improve- 
ment of  tlie  navigation  of  tlie  weatarn  watera  to 
a  seleet  committee  of  nine  members. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  moved  to  amend,  by  insert- 
ing the  fulhiwiagi  *'exeepl  the  Mieeisstppi  river, 
wbioh  has  been  aeni,  by  order  of  the  Hooae,  to 
the  Comraitiee  of  Ways  and  Meaaa," 

Thia  amendaMBl  was  mled  to  be  out  of  snier. 

Mr.McCivEL'LANOiaquited  whethor,inease 
the  morlton  tn  refer  to  a  aelect  cosunillee  of  nine 
were  ndofiled,  that  eosMniuee  would  have  charge 
of  harbor  iinprnvamenla,  or  whether  tho  charge 
of  harbora  would  be  left  *o  the  (Tororaittoe  on 
Commerce. 

Mr.  MeCLERNANO  suggeated,  in  order  to 
put  ths  matter  beyosd  a  iloiiibt,  that  the  follow-* 
iiig  words  be  added:  "that  ao  much  aa  relates  to 
luwborn  be  referred  lo  the  Commiuee  on  Com- 
merce." 

TlM(>ropoaition  was  not  reeeived;and  Ibeqaes- 
tioB  being  put  on  the  naation  lo  rofitr  to  a  select 
oommitlee  of  sine,  tellers  were  appointed,  who 
reported  ilie  vote  to  be  aa  follows:  CO  ioUMafllnn* 
titivs,and  71  in  tlio  negative. 

80  the  motion  waa  rejected. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR-  tUsn  moved  lo  amead  the 
otigiiial  resoltttioii  so  aa  to  tefiar  die  snbjeet  of 
improvoments  generally  to  lbs  Com  mittae  Ml  Corn- 


Mr.  DAViS,  of  Kenlttoky,  moved  to  ameod 
lbs  prsfDsiiisn  by  stiiking  oM  Commiuee  «■ 
Commsrcs  and  isasningCommiWns  on  Roads  aad 
Cantdai  wliish  mstien  was  nagativcd. 

The  question  rsoitrring  on  the  moiioii  sf  Mr. 
Sbvmodr,  it  waa  negstivad ;  and  the  origiaai  reso- 
lution was  tbea  sdopled. 

Tbs  resshilion  is  as  follows  1 

Rtolrti,  That  so  aMcb  of  Uie  Preaidem's 


relates  ta  Mw  lw|iiov<»«st  of  Ills  oaviialios  of  the  rivets  of 
tiie  West  tM  rvferred  to  Uie  Coiuaiittcc  on  Cooiiiierce. 

The  following  resolution  was  then  adopted: 
i1  That  so  mueta  ss  ntalas  tn  ibe  aflhin  and  Imeresls  of 
tbe  putriot  nft^iluuiliia  be  nt'erreit  tu  Ibu  (Jmumitlee  for 

the  Xtitfirict  of  Coliimbia. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BURKE,  it  was 
Haalmti,  Tkal  10  010611  ■•  rclaua  to  tin  SBiihMmbia 
bfH]iKst  be  referrvNl  to  Uie  Joiat  Cuauuitica  on  tlie  LiUirvjr. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the  res- 
olutions to  tJie  Houas;  and  tbe  queatioa  being  on 
their  adoption, 

Mr.  REDINQ  moved  the  previous  qucstien. 

Mr.  STEWART,  of  Pennsylvania,  rose  and 
claimed  the  floor,  for  tbe  purpose  sf  making  an 
eanlaiMtion. 

The  SPEAKER  remarked  that  iRe  previous 
qneslion  i>eing  demanded,  the  sabjeot  was  not 
debaiable. 

Mr.  STEWART  inquired  if  il  would  be  in 
order  to  move  a  suapenaion  of  tbe  rules,  ia  order 
to  give  bim  an  opporluaiiy  lo  malae  an  explana- 
tion upon  a  Biibjecl  peiasnal.to  kimaalf. 

Mr.  MoCONNELU  (from  hia  aeatt.)  You  bad 
better  make  that  explanation  nut  of  doora. 

TIte  SPEAKER  aaid  tbe  Chair  could  nolcn- 
tertaia  a  propoaiiion  while  Ibe  previous  qnealion 
was  pending. 

Mr.  STEWART.  Is  iberis  any  way  is  which 
i  <;an  aak  leave  i 

Mr.  MeCONNELL.    None  in  the  world. 

Mr.SCHENCK  inquired  wltetbertliepreviooa 
question  might  not  be  voted  down  when  il  waa 
used  ns  a  gag. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  observed  that  it  would  not 
be  permissible  fur  the  gentleman  from  Pennayl* 
vaaia  to  aaake  any  exphinaiion  in  the  Houac  in 
regard  to  what  took  place  in  committee. 

The  SPEAKER  put  the  question  on  thssseond 
to  the  pri'vious  qneslion. 

Mr.  B.\RNAilDros»and  appealed  to'lbecour- 
lesy  of  thu  House  to  allow  the  gentleman  from 
Ponnsy  Ivauia  [Mr.  Stewart]  to  make  a  personal 
exnhinatinn  in  repiv  to  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
[Mr.  WcLLia.]  This  courtsay  was  usaal,  and 
had  nevpr  lieen,  to  his  knowledge,  denied. 

Mr.  B.  was  called  to  order  by  several. 

The  SPEAKER  aaid  he  liad  no  recollection  of 
a  case  where  a  member  had  lieen  permillsd  to 
make  such  an  explanation  aAer  the  oait  for  the 
previous  question. 

Mr.  GRIDER  inquired  whether  the  queelion 
on  Ihe  adoption  of  ibsieaolution  ws*  put  lo  the 
House ) 

Tbe  SPEAKERaaid  that  the  queatisB  was  din- 
tinctly  announced,  and  put  to  the  Uoum  and  voted 
on. 

Mr.  MORRIS  rose  to  appeal  to  the  gentleman 
from  Now  Hampshire  [Mr.  RsDlne]  to  withdraw 
the  call  for  the  previous  question,  so  that  lus col- 
league [.^r.  Stbwakt]  might  have  au  opportu- 
nity to  make  an  explanation. 

Mr.  MeCONNELX.  aaidi  I  eaU  him  to  order; 
and,  Mr.  Speaker,  1  doubt  whether  Mr.  Moebis 
himself  is  a  genlleman. 

The  question  waa  Ihes  put  on  the  seeond  to  Ihe 
previous  question  and  carried— ayes  91,  noes  60. 

Mr.  VANCE  eoilad  for  the  ycaa  and  nuys  on 
the  main  question;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  SCUBNCK  iiiauircd  wbeiber  it  wouU  be 
in  order  for  the  gentJiamaM  from  Peirasylvnnia 
[Mr.  Stew&rt]  to  move  that  he  be  excuaad  from 
vo4iiig,and  to  cive  his  reaaons? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  in  the  affirmauve. 

Mr.  STEWART  roae  and  aaked  lo  be  excused 
from  voting,  becanae  be  had  no  opporlunitjr  of 
explaiaing  to  ths  House  mailers  personal  to  him- 
self, and  of  vindicating  himself  from  the  charges 
contained  in  tbe  romarks  of  the  genileman  from 
Ohio.  He  appealed  to  every  gentleman  on  the 
floor,  after  tbe  manner  In  whien  he  had  been  aa- 
sailed,  not  by  one  only,  but  by  two  or  three  mem- 
bsm,  ebaiging  him  with  Iblsebood,  if  ibssa  chaigea 
were  lo  be  permitted  lo  stand  agaioBI  him  in  iMt 
Hones,  wiibont  bin  beiag  permicud  t«  Mpljr  to 
tbem.  He  appealed  is  ibem  all  lo  say  whetber 
he  bad  ever  uttered  one  word  of  a  personal  char- 
acter, or  assailed  any  one  on  tbsl  floor.  He  had 
been  told  thia  morning  that,  if  he  had  any  ex- 
pbutaiions  u>  make,  he  abould  make  tbem  oni  of 
doors.  Why,  even  if  he  was  a  fighting  man,  bs 
eottU  not  fight  alt. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  called  Ibe  gentleman  In 
oitder. 
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Mr.  MeCONNELL.  I  call  the  gentleman  to 
order;  and,  if  llicrc  ia  anjr  fighting  to  be  done,  I 
am  readjr  tn  take  all  that  on  my  hands. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  aaid  the  gentleman  was  out 
of  order  in  referring  in  the  House  to  matters  that 
took  place  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  He 
hoped  the  gentleman  would  let  the  question  be 
taken,  and  the  business  of  the  House  go  on, 
which  was  now  suspended;  and  when  the  House 
went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  again,  wbieh 
would  soon  take  place,  the  gentleman  could  have 
everjr  opportunity  of  making  all  the  explanatton 
he  desired. 

Mr.  STEWART,  (taming  to  Mr.  Johnsov.) 
Win  iIm  gentleman  designate  the  time  ? 

Mr.  MeCONNELL.  The  genjlleinan  can  get 
it  out  of  doors  whenever  he  wants  It. 

The  SPEAKER,  intepljr  to  Mr.  C.  Johnion's 

Jruestion  of  order,  said  that  it  was  not  in  order 
or  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  to  allude  to 
matters  tbalpassKd  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  MeCONNELL  made  some  remark  not 
heard  by  the  npnrier,  when 

The  SPEAKER  said* the  gentleman  must  not 
interrupt  a  member  on  the  floor. 

Mr.  STEWART  said  he  #nuM  not  bare  an 
opportumtyof  Tindicatinshimself  if  heoonid  not 
refer  to  what  passed  in  Committee  of  tlie  Whole. 
It  had  been  said  iliat  in  the  speech  he  made,  he 
had  made  personal  charges  against  member*  on 
that  door.  That  he  denied.  H«  made  no  allu- 
mon«  of  a  peraomil  character  to  any  member;  and 
he  was  therefore  not  willing  to  be  nienced  by 
such  asaaulu  as  had  been  made  on  him.  He 
committed  a  ereat error  yesterday,  which  he  now 
regtetted;  ana  that  was  in  having  noticed  the  re- 
marks of  the  member  fri>m  Ohio  whilst  he  was 
addressing  the  Chair.  He  would  not  have  no- 
ticed him  had  he  known  aa  much  of  his  character 
and  Btaijding  as  he  uuw  did. 

Several  gentlemen  here  called  the  gentleman  to 
order. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gcntkman  is  not  in 
order. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  I  will  refer  the  Speaker  to 
the  pledge  the  gentleman 'gave  that  he  wouM  not 
make  any  personal  refleotinns  on  any  gemleroan. 
Mr.  O.  objected  to  any  gentleman  proceeding 
without  leave. 

Mr.  WINTHROP  moved  for  leave  for  the 
gentleman  to  proceed  in  order;  and  on  tlmt  ques- 
tion he  called  for  the  yeas  and  ntiyi. 

Mr.  BARNARD  susgesled  tliat  his  friend  from 
MassachuseturMr.WiNTUROp]  should  withdraw 
his  motion,  and  allow  the  question  to  lie  taken 
on  conearring  in  tho  report  of  tlie  Committee  of 
the  Whole;  and  that  there  should  be  a  general 
understanding  that  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania be  allowed  to  make  his  expianalion  after- 
wards. 

Mrt  BARNARD  was  oslhid  to  ordei'  by  sev- 
eral. 

Mr.  WINTHROP  said  that,  with  that  under- 
standing, he  would  withdraw  hi*  motion. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  said  titat  for  his  part  ho  would 
not  come  into  any  such  understanding.  The  gcii- 
tlemaii  had  already  occupied  two  hours  on  this 
Mubjecti  and  he  could  not  consent  to  set  aaid^  the 
business  of  the  House  for  such  a  purpose. 

Mr.  WINTHROP  then  renewed  his  motion, 
and  called  for  the  yens  and  nays;  and  (he  yeaa 
and  nays  linving  U-en  ordered, 

Mr.  THOMPSON  asked  if  the  motion  was  not 
to  allow  tho  gentleman  to  proceed  i«  otdtr  t 

The  SPEAKER  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  then  appealed  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ma.isoehuaetts  to  withdraw  the  call 
for  the  yeas  and  nnys,  as  no  gentleman  would 
object  to  the  gentleman  |N«ceeding  In  order. 
Tile  caH  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, would  be  a  useless  consumption  of 
time- 
Several  v«lces  called  the  gentleman  Oom  Mis- 
siasippi  to  ofder 

Mr.  PARMENTBR  inked  if,  m  the  present 
stage  of  the  question,  any  debate  at  all  would  be 
in  order? 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  it  would  not. 

The  question  was  then  token  on  Mr.  Wiit- 
TBKor's  motion  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  resulted — 
yeas  -IX,  nays  IK. 

So  the  gentleman  had  leavtt  to  proeeed  in 
order. 

Mr.  STEWART  then  made  some  few  observa- 


tions, and  with  an  intimation  that  he  ahnnld  seek 
some  other  opportunity  to  be  heard,  he  withdraw 
his  motion  to  be  excused  from  voting. 

The  House  then  sustained  the  previous  ques- 
tion, and  concurred  in  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole, 

Mr.  CLINGM  AN  moved  that  the  House  ad- 
journ; but  withdrew  it  at  the  request  of  Mr. 
Stewa«t. 

Mr.  STEWART  rose,  and  made  some  obser- 
vations which  were  almost  inaudible. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  gentleman  was  not  in 
order,  exiepi  by  unanimous  content. 

Mr.  CLINTON  objected. 

A  con vec.wtion  ensued, in  which  Messrs.  BAR- 
NARD, HUNT,  C.  J.  INOERSOLL, and  others 
took  part.  Ultimately  it  was  agreed  that  tiM 
rules  of  the  House  should  be  suspended,  to  allow 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  to  make  an 
explanation. 

Mr.  STEWART  then  addressed  the  House. 
He  recapitulated  the  cireumatancea  under  which 
he  made  his  speech  a  few  days  since,  which  ap- 
peared to  have  occasioned  the  indecorous  lan- 
guage which  had  aince  been  used.  The  "  ex- 
ploded American  system'.'  was  spoken  of  and 
denounced  by  one  gentleman;  he  waa  followed 
by  the  gentleman  from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Jahesoh,] 
who  took  oecasion  to  characterize  the  Whig 
party  of  this  Hoase  as  the  "  coon  party,"  as  a 
party  withnat  principles  for  the  public  eye;  as 
the  fug  ends  of  parties;- and  as  a  party  weighed 
in  the  balanoe  and  found  wanting,  Ac.  And 
what  did  he  (Mr.  S.)  do>  He  merely  replied  tn 
those  charges,  and  vindicated  the  policy  which 
had  been  adopted  by  the  Whig  party .  He  showed 
what  was  the  effect  of  the  Whig  policy  on  the 
country,  and  contrasted  it  with  the  oppoaing  sys- 
tem, of  which  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  the  advocate; 
but  he  made  no  personal  allusion  to  any  miin  on 
this  floor.  To  the  member  from  Ohio  he  cer- 
tainly made  no  allusion,  for  to  that  member  he 
was  a  stranger.  He  acted  in  tho  discharge  of  a 
great  public  duty,  and  opposed  a  system  which 
he  was  of  opinion  waa  calamitous  to  tlie  country. 
Ho  made  no  personal  allusion,  and  yet  he  was 
aaiailed  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  in  language 
which  he  would  read  to  tho  Honse. 

He  read  from  the  report  which  appeared  in  the 
Globe  of  Mr.  WEi^LEa's  remarks,  and  then  re- 
marked, tlmt  having  made  no  personal  allvsion 
to  the  gentleman  from  Oliio,  he  would  ask  the 
Hoti^c  and  tlie  country  if  he  was  to  sit  down  in 
silence  undercharges  thus  made  without  provo- 
cation, and  in  terms  which  hecmild  notcharac^r- 
ite  but  in  language  which  would  viohito  the  de- 
corum of  parliamentary  debate?  What,  then,  was 
lie  to  do?  What  course  was  he  to  pursue?  The 
first  opportunity  he  had,  he  read  the  language  of 
the  nwmber  fVom  Ohio  to  the  House,  and  said 
that  ho  was  willing  to  niuintaih  nil  that  he  had 
aHaged;  and  did  so  by  furnishing  documentary 
proof.  He  vindicated  himself,  and  he  removed 
"the  brand  of  Ihlaebood  from  his  forehead, "that 
it  might  be  plaecd  where  it  could  properly  bo  ap- 
plied. The  gentleman  from  Ohio  did  not  ques- 
tion his  Affitg,  but  an  inference.  He  had  inferred 
that  tho  President  (Mr.  Van  Bdren)  had  directed 
the  Secretary  not  to  l^mish  estimates  for  western 
improvements,  because  such  estimates  had  been 
previously  furnished ,  and  because  it  was  tlie  duly 
of  the  Secretary  then  to  have  farnishet^them,  un- 
less sueb  directions  were  given  to  him  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive. Thiawas  an  inference,  and  not  a  matter 
of  fact.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  furnished  proof 
that  Mr.  Van  Buren  did  sign  an  appropnalioii 
bill  for  western  improventems;  but  tliis  he  had 
never  denied.  What  he  said  waa,  thni  Mr.  Van 
Buren  denied  that  thisGovemment  Imd  the  power 
to  make  internal  impr«v«ments  within  tlieStales, 
and  contended  that  ihe  consent  of  the  States  coald 
not  give  that  power.  This  he  had  shown  from 
a  letter  written  by  Mr.  Van  Buren.  He  knew, 
also,  that  Mr.  Van  Baren  had  favored  a  bill  to 
place  turnpikes  on  the  Cumberland  road  within 
the  State-of  Pennsylvania,  which  he  at  that  lime 
opposed,  beoouM'  he  did  not  believe  that  this 
GMTernmont  posaeaaed  tha  povnr  to  impose  fines 
and  penalties  on  tba  people  of  Pennsylvania  <br 
paaaing  through  any  portion  «f  the  State  ofPean- 
sylvaRui;snd  that  uill  was  vetoed  hy  Mr.  Mon- 
roe. And  further:  Mr.  Von  Buren  voted  for  the 
tariflTof  1^8,  which  was  tite  moat  eatravagant 
tariff  ever  pasaed;  and  ho  voted  against  that 


too,  extravagant  aa  he  waa  deemed  on  that  sub- 
ject. 

He  thtu  supported  all  the  charges  he  had  made. 
There  was  certainly  some  little  dispute  about  the 
amount  of  sonteappropriations.  He  had  said  that 
the  Government,  within  a  given  time  had  not  ex- 
pended as  much  in  western  imprnvemsntsnshad 
been  spent  on  the  Capitol  in  which  they  were  then 
assembled;  and  to  tliia  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
had  replied  that  $3,000,000  had  been  spent  in  a 
particular  period,  which  he  named,  on  weatem 
improvements,  whereas  this  Capitoi  did  not  cost 
more  than  one  million  dotlars.  Now,  he  had  the 
impression  that  the  erection  of  tlie  Capitol,  the 
purchase  of  the  grounds,  the  reSrection  of  that 
Duilding  after  it  was  burnt  down,  and  some  other 
expenditures,  amounteil  to  three  or  fonr  million 
dollars.  Bat  it  did  appear  to  htm  thair  if  it  were 
tolerated,  when  a  member  of  this  House  rose  in 
his  place  to  disekaice  his  solemn  duty  in  a  man- 
nerthat  was  respectnil  and  parliamentary>  by  vin- 
dicating a  system  of  policy  which  he  approved, 
and  condemning  a  system  of  which  he  disap- 
proved ,  he  waa  to  be  sileneed  by  the  accusation 
of"  lies,"  "  falsehood,"  and  "  liar,"  the  dignitjr 
of  the  House  waa  gone,  and  the  minority  might 
aa  well  retire,  for  their  rights  were  tramplcfl  down . 
It  was  for  the  House  to  determine  whether  it 
would  be  degraded  to  the  eondttioa  of  the  mttat 
disorderly  body,  by  the  introdneiion  of  such  low, 
bllingsgate  language  as  had  been  tolerated  there. 

Mr.  MeCONNELL  called  the  gcnileman  from 
Pennsylvania  to  order. 

Mr.  STEWART  protested  against  such  a 
course  of  conduct  aa  waa  pursued  by  the  major- 
ity in  that  House. 

Mr.  MeCONNELL.  You  are  slandering  the 
majority. 

Mr.  STEWART  said  be  ahouM  lake  no  notice 
of  what  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  was  saying. 

Mr.  MeCONNELL.  I  shall  take  notice  of 
you,  sir. 

The  SPEAKER  called  the  gentleman  to  order. 

Mr.  STEWART  said  he  could  never  suffer 
himwlf  to  imitate  the  examples  of  eoarsenen  ami 
vulgarity  in  debate  which  had  been  exhibited  in 
that  House.  He  should  discharge  bia  doty  firmljr 
and  fearlessly;  but  he  coukl  never  condescend  to 
enterinio  personal  alteroations  wKh  all  who  might 
think  proper  to  assail  him. 

Mr.  STEWART  having  finiabed  his  explana- 
tion, 

Mr.  HOLMES  moved  that  it  be  resolved  that 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  instructed  to 
inqurro  into  the  expediency  of  repealing  the  lav 
against  dueling. 

Mr.  MeCONNELL.  For  the  especial  benefit 
of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania. 

The  SPEAKER  remarked  that  the  resolution 
could  only  be  received  by  the  iMianimoua  consent 
of  the  House. 

Several  Voices.    There  is  no  objection. 

Mr.  MeCONNELL.  Nobody  onjecU,  unless 
it  be  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania. 

On  motion,  the  Honse  then  adjourned. 

The  MIowinf  noitcn  nTpetiifnns  preoeAIed  To-Asy  wet* 
banded  to  Ike  ivporwn  bjr  Um  ■MaWKM  pr»iHiUn(U<ea  t 

Uy  Mr.  8BYMOUB,  oi  ConaeciiciK :  'i'lio  (Wlilloa  of  Al- 
fred  Nortti  and  oUier«,  ul'tlie  town  n[  Berlin,  t>Hiii«:ticut, 
for  a  reduction  or  letter  i>o:tlafe,  and  entire  .-iboliiion  ofUie 
franking  privilege ;  whidi  wusi  referred  to  the  CotomUtee  on 
Ibe  Pom  \Mbca  and  PnM  Kosda. 

Uy  Mr.  HUN'l',  M'  New  Yoik:  Tlie  pctitioa  of  lleuT 
Gould  and  ninciy-six  eitizuncufOrlvaiid  cuunty,Neiv  York, 
and  tlic  peiiiion  nf'Orsaii  Nichotraii  and  twenty  fire  elii- 
zASn  iifUrleaim  cMmiy,  New  York,  fur  Hie  comirieiioa  of 
Uak  OKfasM  bartar. 

By  Mr.  KING,  of  Meiv  Yurk :  Tbo  pcitiioa  oT  iabsWt- 
nnt^  nt'  NTacoiiili,  New  York,  to  abridge  ibc  franking  privi- 
lege and  reduce  the  raten  of  iK>f>iasc. 

By  Mr.  HAKTBR:  Tlie  peUtiaii  of  WiNtaun  O.  SlHuik* 
aad  Uiiru-tlHee  olben,  cHismm  of  liiMkiii(UBi  coaiMy, 
Ohio,  praying  lor  retreucbioent  ia  ihu(t2peiw««of  tlM  t«ov- 
eruiueiit;  wliicli  was  referred  to  Uie  tfoiuiuiitoe  on  Be- 
treiicltment. 

AIM,  Um  petMott  of  Hw  aaun  ekimas,  pmytof  for  a  re- 
diMtioa  of  Uw  ptBMiai  raiaaaf  poiifga;  wtuahwaa  rrfmcd 
to  Uie  Ct*iwiiiuc«  on  tlw  Po#i  Utfioe  audPo»i  Knad*. 

DyMr.  STEENTtOD:  TJie  pciition  or  ciitxeni  of  Ohio 
couiiiy,  Virginia,  irquevling  Congren  lo  adopt  the  report 
and  MSolaUoas  uf  IMc  Hon.  Mm  P.  Kemedy,  and  to  ap- 
PQ^iBM  a  Mua  not  lew  ikan  #M,OWk  iseaaWeifeo  Afiieaa 
colonies  to  piireiinse  Uiu  balauco  of  ib«  ter(ibuQr  Ijrioa  be- 
iween  Cape  Mount  and  C.ipc  Paliuaii,  on  the  cua^tof  Af- 
Hca,  fltc. 

By  Mr.  UAMLW :  The  peUlion  of  Baaanl  Bmilk,  Jar- 
reti,  ajid  March,  ciiisewi  ol  MauM,  lor  a  law  4«Aaiiic  Iha 
luauner  in  wiiich  Uie  Juuilier  coming  dowrt  the  St.  Julia, 
from  the  Stale  of  Maine,  aliall  be  aduiitlcd  Into  Uw  Uuiied 
Soitn. 
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IN  SENATE. 
MoNDiT,  January  32,  1844. 
,  Mr.  HUNTINGTON  preaented  a  memorial 
from  three  handred  and  fiuy  cUizena  of  Middle- 
town,  Connecticut,  prayingc  that  tlie  rates  orpost- 
■Ke  may  be  reduced,  and  eiuirged,  by  weight,  on 
the  principles  of  tha  British  reibrmed  poatoffioe, 
adapted  to  the  federal  currency  of  tlie  United 
Statea;  that  letters  and  pockases  be  charecd  ni  a 
uniform  rate,  not  exceeding  five  cents  the  half 
ounce,  to  any  distance  in  the  United  States  when 
prepaid,  and  double  this  rate  if  not  prepaid;  that 
aU  printied  matter  be  charged  by  weight,  at  one 
cent  per  ounce,  without  distinction  as  to  distance. 
That  any  newspaper  weighing*  more  tlian  two 
ounoea  when  dry,  be  oliargcd  extra  (tostage,  like 
other  printed  matter;  and  that  the  franking  priv. 
il^e  be  entirely  abolished. 

Ur.  H.  said,  in  presenting  tlio  memorial,  he 
would  beg  leave  to  reanarK  that  the  respectable 
gentlemen  whose  names  were  signed  to  the  me- 
morial appeared  to  feet  a  deep  interest  in  the  sub- 
ject. They  beliare  that  jualioe  and  public  policy 
alike  demand  that  there  should  be  an  essential 
modification  of  the  laws  relating  to  the  Post  Office 
Department,  in  the  particulars  mentioned.  He 
bclierad  that  they  expressed  the  feelings  and  son- 
timeala  of  the  community  in  general  when  they 
say  that  a  reduction  in  the  rales  of  postage,  tiow 
kree,  should  l>emade;and  they  want  uniformity; 
and  also,  that  there  should  be  soiae  control  orer 
the  abuses  of  the  franking  privilege.  It  was  hia 
belief  that  there  ahonid  be  a  great  reduction  in 
the  exiating  rates  of  postage,  and  the  modes  of 
•saessing  them;  and  that  the  frankilig  privilege 
should  be  controlled  or  entirely  abolished.  He 
expressed  a  wish  that  the  post  office  committee, 
now  having  charge  of  the  subjeot,  wouM  aoon 
report;  and,  on  hia  motion,  the  memorial  was  re- 
liNrred  lo  that  committee. 

Mr.  CHOATE  presented  a  memorial  from  R. 
C.  Hooper  and  a  number  of  distillers  of  spirits, 
in  Boston, aid  anotlierfrom  John Tylerand  Wil-. 
liana  Savage,  and  «  number  of  other  merchants  of 
the  city  of  Boston,  engaged  in  trade  with  the 
Island  of  Cuba,  asking  that  that  feature  of  the 
tariiTgradtially  reducing  the  drawback  on  the  ex- 
ports of  spirits  distilled  from  foreign  molasses 
may  be  repealed, and  that  adrewbackon  exports 
of  that  article  may  be  allowed,  equal  to  the  duty 
paid  on  imports  of  foreign  molasses;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  CHOATE  presented  a  memorial  fron/ 
Janes  B.  Farnsworth  and  others,  citizens  of  Roit- 
borough,  impressed  with  the  evils  of  war,  ask- 
ing Coograss  to  take  measures  to  prevent  the  re- 
earrence  of  war;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Ukble. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  the  memorial  of 
a  large  number  of  tha  merchants  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  stating  that  the  present  custom- 
house is  wholly  insufficient  for  the  business  of 
the  port;  and  that  it  had  been  fteir  expectation, 
for  many  years,  that  Congress  would  cause  a  cus- 
tom-house to  be  erected  of  capacity  equal  to  the 
demands  of  trade;  but  that  at  present  an  oppor- 
tonity  is  offered  of  purchasing  the  banking-hoase 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  for  that  purpose, 
at  a  very  low  rate,  and  at  a  (hr  less  price  than 
would  attend  the  erection  of  new  buildings.  They 
therefore  urge  upon  Congress  the  propriety  or 
nitrehasing  mis  fawMing,  to  be  used  as  a  custom- 
Iioase  for  the  port  of  Philadelphia. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  this  banking-house  could  now 
be  purchased  for  f300,000,  and  the  old  eqstom- 
boase  would  probably  sell  for  $50,000;  so  that 
the  appropriation  required  for  the  purchase  would 
be  redaeed  to  (050,000.  Tlie  banking-house  was 
of  marble,  and  fire-pr6of  throughout;  and  was 
nearly  as  large,  and  was  of  the  same  order  of 
Grecian architecture,as  the  custom-house  in  New 
York.  It  was  well  calculated  in  every  respect  for 
a  custom-hoQse;  and  might  now  be  purchased 
for  less  than  one  third  o?  the  cost  o(^  the  New 
York  eustom-bouse.  The  lot  on  which  the  bank 
stood  fronted  on  Ohestnot  street  one  hundred  and 
twenty-one  feel,  and  was  two  handred  and  tfiir'' 
ty-live  ftet  deep  to  Library  street.  The  building 
-was  entirely  insulated,  having  passages  on  either 
aide  thirty-one  feet  in  breadth;  so  that  it  could  be 
approached  on  all  sides.  He  had  been  assured, 
from  a  respectable  source,  that  the  naked  lot 
itaelf,  and  the  marble  which  had  been  used  in  the 


building  would  command  the  pries  for  which  the 
purchase  could  be  made.  He  presumed  that  the 
reason  why  the  purchase  could  be  made  at  thia 
reduced  price  was  that  the  property  would  not 
command  in  the  market  more  than  ibe  lot  and 
the  mnteriala  were  worth;  because  no  banking 
corporalibn  could  aflbrd  to  purchase  it,  and  the 
banking-house  could  be  applied  to  no  other  pur- 
pose than  that  of  a  custom-house. 

The  mercantile  interest  of  Phibidelphia  had 
long  in  vain  been  asking  Congress  to  erect  a  new 
eustom-house,  aa  the  old  one  was  whoHy  inauf- 
fteient  for  the  business;  and  they  were  now  ex- 
ceedingly anxious  that  the  present  opportunity 
might  be  embraoed. 

He  moved  that  the  reading  of  the  memorial  be 
dispensed  with,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  said  that,  a  few  days 
since,  he  had  received  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment some  papera  connected  with  tlie  purchase  of 
this  btiilding  for  a  eustom-house.  He  Believed 
that  sorao  of  the  papers  were  from  the  naval  offi- 
cer of  that  port, and  from  the  architect  of  the  build- 
ing. They  speak  of  its  condition,  original  cost, 
and  its  great  convenience,  from  its  construction 
and  location,  for  a  custom-house.  They  believe 
it  would  be  beneficial  to  the  Gmrernment  to  make 
a  purchase  of  it.  The  committee  did  not  feel  au- 
thorized to  take  cognizance  of  the  matter,  as  the 
papers  on  the  subject  were  infnrmally  before 
ihcm;  but  if  it  were  the  pleasure  of  the  Senate  to 
make  the  reference  proposed,  they  would  make 
the  proper  investigation. 

Mr.  HANNGGAN  inquired  whether  this  bank 
building  was  not  recently  sold  }  When  in  Phila- 
delphia, he  was  informed  that  it  was  recently  sold 
for  an  amount  about  equaling  the  cost  of  erecting 
the  steps. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  he  could  not  answer 
that  inquiry.  His  belief  of  the  matter  was,  that 
the  trustees  of  the  bank  would  be  Willing  to  lake 
the  price  mentioned.  If  it  was  sold,  he  supposed 
it  was'sold  and  bouglit  in,  fnr  the~benefit  of  the 
trustee-ship.  He  had  no  doubt,  from  the  respect- 
ability of  the  sources  from  which  his  informa- 
tion had  been  derived,  that  it  was  all  true.  The 
committee,  however,  would  examine  into  the  al- 
leged facts,  and,  if  they  found  them  to  be  well- 
founded,  would  report  a  bill  to  authorize  the  pur- 
chase. 

The  memorial  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce. 

Mr.  PHELPS  presented  resolutions  adopted 
by  the  Legislature  of  Vermont,  instructing  the 
Senators  and  requesting  the  Representatives  from 
that  State  to  resist  the  repeal  of  the  present  rev- 
enue laws,  and  to  use  their  influence  lo  secure 
adequate  protection  to  all  branches  of  American 
industry.  The  preamble  lo  the  resolutions  set 
forth  that,  under  the  tariff,  there  has  been  a  great 
improvement  in  the  business  of  the  country,  and 
a  great  advancement  of  the  prices  of  its  products, 
especially  in  the  products  of  that  Slate.  The  pre- 
amble and  resolutions  wire  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table,  arid  be  printed. 

Also,  resolutions  from  the  same  source,  in- 
structing the  Senators  and  requesting  the  Repre- 
sentatives from  that  State  to  vote  for  an  extension 
of  the  law  granting  pensions  to  widows  of  revo- 
lutionary Sdldiera,  so  as  to  allow  to  all  such  as 
are  now,  or  may  berealier  become,  the  widows 
of  such  officer!  and  soldiers,  whose  marriage 
took  place  prior  to  1800;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Pensions,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  a  petition  from  Julia 
M.  Lawi'ence,  the  widow  of  Captain  James  Law- 
rence, praying  to  be  restored  to  the  pension  roll; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Aflairs. 

Also,  a  petition  of  John  G.  Tibbets,  praying  a 
settlement  of  his  accounts  for  a  balance  supposed 
to  be  due  to  him  for  labor  on  the  New  York  cus- 
tom-house; which  he  moved  to  refer  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

Mr.  EVANS  said  be  believed  that  was  a  just 
claim,  and  ought  to  have  been  paid  long  ago;  but 
he  knew  no  reason  why  the  petition  should  be 
referred  to  the  Finance  Committee,  and  moved 
that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said  if  the  chairman  of  the 
Finance  Committee  believed  that  the  petition 
should  not  be  referred  to  that  committee,  he  with- 


drew His  motion.    The  memoriM  was  then  de- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  EVANS  presented  a  memorial  from  a 
numbe  of  masters  ami  owners  of  vessels  em- 
ployed in  the  coasting  trade,  asking  for  an  anpro- 
priation  for  the  erection  of  a  light-house  on  West 
Point,  York  harbor;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  STURGEON  presented  Joint  resolutions 
adopted  by  the  LegiMature  of  Pennsylvania,  in- 
structing the  Senators  and  requesting  ^he  Repre- 
sentatives from  that  State  to  vote  ajgaiiist  any  ap. 
propriation  for  the  erection  of  a  bridge  at  Wheel- 
ing, Viiginia,  or  at  any  other  point  on  the  Ohio 
river,  or  any  other  project  that  would  result'in 
inereosing  the  obstacles  already  existing  to  the 
free  navigation  and  use  of  that  great  thorough- 
fare. Thcresolutionset  forth, also, thata  briuse 
across  the  Ohio  at  WheeUng  wouM  injuriously 
affect  the  eommeree  of  Pittsburg,  and  arrest  tM 
construction  of  war  steamers,  Ac,  there;  which 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  the  memorial  of 
Count  de  Grasse,  the  only  son  of  Admiral  Count 
de  Grasse,  who  rendered  such  distinguished  and 
useful  service  to  this  country  during  Ibe  war  of 
the  Revolution;  particularly  in  the  ossistaiiee  and 
proteclinn  which  he  affbnied  to  the  operations  of 
the  allied  army  in  Virginia,  previous  to  the  sur- 
render of  the  Marquis  of  Comwallis  at  York- 
town.  He  represents  that  ha  has  now  ntlained 
the  advanced  age  of  seventy-seven  years,  and  that 
he  has  met  with  many  misfitiituacs  in-life,  which 
have  reduced  him  to  poverty,  and  rendcsed  him 
unable  tocomply  withhispccunlary  engagements, 
and  he  thercforesolicitaof  the  genero«ity  of  Con- 
gress the  means  of  preserving  spotless  a  name  so 
gloriously  inscribed  nn  the  first  pages  of  the  his* 
lory  of  America.  This  memorial  is  accompanied 
by  (Innimi^nts  which  clearly  establish  the  truth  of 
the  factN  Kiated  in  the  memorial;  which  was  re- 
furri-d  lo  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

M  r.  EVANS  presented  a  petition  frorii  the  heirs 
of  Nathan  Da^get,  who  are  Americans,  setting 
forth  the  important  services  rendered  by  him  to 
America  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  This 
in.-<ticr  (.Mr.  E.  said)  was  before  the  commiltee 
of  the  other  House  last  session,  and  was  reject- 
ed; but  as  there  was  new  evidence  presented  on 
which  to  sustain  the  petition,  he  moved  its  refer- 
ence to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  presented  a  memorial  from 
numerous  citizens  of  Indiana,  praying  that  the 
western  armory  may  be  establishecl  at  Pittsburg, 
Indiana;  which  iwas  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  AfTiiirs. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  presented  a  petition  from 
Elizabeth  Colburn,  of  Hebron,  New  Hatppshire, 
praying  for  a  pension;  which  was  referred  to  the 
CommtUee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  a  memorial  from 
a  number  of  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  interested 
in  transporting  coal,  complaining  that  the  custom 
house  officers  have  so  construed  the  law  aompell- 
in«;  those  engaged  in  the  coasting  trade  lo  con- 
tribute to  the  fund  for  the  support  of  sick  and  dis- 
abled seamen,  as  to  exact  from  those  who  navi- 
gate with  canal  boats  the  same  fees  as  those  who 
are  engaged  in  the  coasting  trade;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  thf  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Also  presented  the  memorial  froin  citizens  of 
Pennsylvania,  asking  for  an  appropriation  to  con- 
tinue the  works  for  the  improvement  of  the  har- 
bor of  Erie;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce. 

OISTRiCT  BILLS. 

Mr.  MILLER,  frpm  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  providing 
that  one  of  the  judges  of  the  eirctiit  court  for  the 
District  of  Columbia  shall  hereafter  reside  in  the 
city  of  Alexandria;  and  a  bill  to  incorporate  the 
Qeoreetown  eollege,  in  the  District  of  Columbia; 
which  bills  were  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

PAPERS  WrrUDRAWN  AND  RBrBRRKD. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  UlVES,  it  teas 

Ordtrti,  Tliat  Uw  pelitlM  of  the  adminbtiainr  of  Col- 
onel WlUiun  Orajraon,  for  a  cosimuutioii  of  pay,  be  takea 
from  tba  film  ofilie  DeoaM  aod  teftned  to  t|if  tioaisillirs 
on  RavohiUoaary  Claiau. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  UPHAM,  it  was 

Oriend,  That  the  petition  of  James  Snudlejr,  sfcnt  Ibra 
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reiUneDtnr  Vtnnoiit  miHUa,  prarinS  Cnr  rcmuneruinn  for 
•ervicvs  in  defKodint  Platuburgh,  be  taken  rrom  the  Blu  i>f 
tlw  aciiau  and  referred  lo  the  Cammlttee  on  Hilliary  A(- 
fUn. 

NAVAL  HOSPITAL  FUND. 

Mr.  BAYARD,  on  leave,  introduced  a  joint 
resolution  authorizing  the  inveitment  of  the  naval 
hospital  fund;  which  was  read  twice,  and  r«rerred 
to  toe  Conimitteo  on  Naval  Affairs. 

oonsuLH. 

Mr.  SEMPLE  introduced  the  following  reso- 
lution; which,  under  the  rule,  lies  one  day  on  the 
table: 

Raohed,  That  the  Pmldent  of  the  United  Sutra  be  re- 
qnetted  to  cauee  (o  t«  commiinleated  to  ilia  Senate— 

1.  A  liM  of  aU  the  eomal*,  Tiee  eoaanU,  and  coiamer- 
sial  afenla,  bow  ia  tlia  Mrvica  of  the  United  State*,  to- 
gether with  the  eouutry  and  particular  port  or  place  at  which 
they  reside. 

S.  Whether  an  Iha  caiiMl«,Ti«e  eomuto,  and  eonmer- 
elal  afiau  aftraaaid,  hare  made  regular  reui  ma  of  the  rbu 
■ad  perqaiaitea  which  thejr  have  received,  and  of  tlie  ton- 
nage and  commerce  of  the  Unitrd  State*  within  tlieir  re- 
•neetive  eonmlate*  or  uenciM,  according  to  tlie  Inatruc- 
tuma  of  tha  Becienrr  ofSuia. 

3.  The  anMUnt  of  ftea  and  peniaitites  which  aoch  con- 
sula,  vice  coiuiila/aiid  commercial  agenU  have  received 
daring  tlie  jreaia  IMS  and  1643,  ai  fhr  as  retumi  have  been 

4.  The  nambcr  of  veaseia  and  ihe  aouMnl  of  tonnage  of 
the  United  Sratea  which  entered  and  cleared  within  each 
of  the  conHilBtei  and  agenciea  ofereuld  during  tlie  year 
l6Ci  and  the  year  1643,  as  Ikr  as  retoms  have  been  received. 
And  also  the  namber  of  seamen  belonging  to  the  United 
Sute*  tbathave  been  provided  (br  and  sent  home  (torn each 
of  the  said  consulates  during  the  time  aforesaid. 

THE  POST  OrriCE  LAWS. 

Mr.  MERRICK,  on  leaTe,  introduced  his  bill 
"  to  reduce  the  rates  of  postage,  tn  limit  the  use, 
and  correcrthe  abuse,  of  the  franking  privilege, 
and  to  prevent  frauds  upon  tlie  revenues  of  the 
Post  Office  Department." 

Mr.  M.  stated,  in  moving  for  a  second  reading 
of  this  bill  by  special  order,  that  he  had  chosen 
to  bring  it  in  on  leave,  with  a  view  that  it  might 
be  printed,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads;  because,  the  bill  be- 
ing long  and  containing  many  provisions  relating 
to  intricate  and  difEculi  subjects,  it  would  be  more 
convenient  and  agreeable  to  the  other  members 
of  the  committee  to  have  an  opportunity  to  ex- 
amine it  carefully  in  their  chambers  in  a  printed 
form,  before  they  gave  their  formal  consent  to  its 
details;  although.  While  he  had  been  engaged  in 
preparing  the  bill,  the  committee  had  sevcml  times 
conferred  upon  the  subject,  and  there  appeared  to 
be  a  general  concurrence  in  their  views.  And 
besides,  be  expected,  when  the  bill  should  be 
returned  fVom  the  committee,  it  would  be  accom- 
panied by  a  written  report,  and  therefore  it  was 
better  that  they  should  have  it  in  a  printad  form 
at  once. 

Mr.  M^  said,  while  he  was  up,  aa  this  was  a 
subject  just  now  exciting  some  interest  in  the  Sen- 
ate and  in  the  country,  he  would  briefly  state 
what  were  the  general  features  of  the  bill.  The 
first  and  leading  feature  Is  a  large  redaction  of  all 
the  rates  of  postage  charged  under  the  existing 
laws.  I  propose  by  this  bill  that  there  shall  be 
charged  in  future  upon  nil  letters  in  manuscript, 
notexeecdingonehalf  of  anounce  in  weight,  five 
centa  for  transporting  them  any  distance  not  more 
than  one  hundred  miles,  and  ten  cents  fbr  all 
greater  distances;  and  double  those  rates  for  let- 
ters exceeding  half  an  ounce  in  weight,  and  not 
exceeding  three  quarters  of  an  ounce;  and  for  all 
letters  exceeding  three  quarters  of  an  ounce  in 
weight,  and  not  exceeding  one  ounce,  treble  those 
rates,  and  so  on.  It  is  further  proposed  to  alter 
the  rates  of  newspaper  postage,  ao  as  to  allow  all 
of  them,  under  a  ocMain  reasonable  size,  to  circu- 
late free  of  all  chain  forpoaloge  within  the  county 
where  ptinted,  ana  to  be  ctMrged  with  one  half 
cent  for  being  conveyed  by  mail,  less  than  a  hiu- 
dred  miles,  and  beyond  tne  limits  of  the  county 
in  which  printed;  and  one  cent  for  any  greater 
distance;  and  imposing  additional  burdens  upon 
those  excessively  larec  sheets  which  have  of  lata 
so  greatly  incumuercd  the  mails.  Ry  another  pro- 
vision of  the  bill,  the  mode  of  chai-ging  postage 
upon  pamphMs,  magazines,  and  other  printed 
matter,  is  propoaed  to  be  altered,  and  the  charge 
to  be  mads  in  ftature  upon  aU  such  matter  by 
we%hl,  iiMtead  of  by  the  sheet;  and  the  old  rates 
are  proposed  to  be  considerably  reduced.  So 
much  for  rates  of  postage. 

The  bill  also  proposes  to  abolish  the  franking 


priviUgt  as  it  now  exists,  and  in  place  (hereof  to 
require  all  the  postage  on  correapondence  on  Gov- 
ernment account  to  be  paid  out  of  the  contingent 
funds  of  the  several  bureaus  and  departments 
propi'riy  chargeable  therewith; and  to  allow  mem- 
liora  of  Congress,  aa  a  privilege  which  it  could 
not  be  proper  to  take  from  their  constitiienta,  to 
receiveall  luUere,petition8,  memoriala,&c.,  which 
their  constituents  may  be  pleased  to  send  them, 
free  of  postage;  and,  also,  to  cause  them  to  be 
furnished  by  the  Post  Office  Department  with  a 
cer'ain  tpttifitd  and  limited  number  of  free  stamps 
or  envelopes,  by  which  means  all  abuses  of  the 
nature  now  complained  of  will  be  certainly  and 
efTectually  prevented,  and  the  freedom  of  inter- 
communication  between  the  members  of  Congress 
and  their  constituents  will  be  preserved  for  all 
beneficial  purposes.  An  efTorl  is  also  made,  in 
addition  to  the  persuasive  effect  of  the  great  re* 
duclion  of  the  rates  of  charges,  to  put  an  end,  by 
suitable  penal  enactments,  lo  the  great  and  alarm- 
ing fraads  upon  the  legitimate  revenues  of  the 
Post  OfKce  Department,  now  so  frequently  perpe- 
trated by  the  private  expresses  established  upon 
all,  or  almoat  all,  the  most  productive  of  the  post 
routes  in  the  country.  Thia  ia  indispensably  ne- 
cessary, or  the  revenues  will  continue  to  diminish 
until  the  establisiiment  will  become  an  anaual 
charge  upon  the  general  Treasury  too  heavy  to 
bo  borne.  .  .        ! 

1  have  given,  at  this  time,  this  brief  synopsis  of  i 
the  leading  features  of  thia  bill  that  both  the  Sen-  I 
ale  and  country  may  at  once  sec  the  general  scope 
of  my  own  views  upon  this  interesting  subject,  I 
and  jtliose  of  ihe  other  inembere  of  the  committer,  | 
so  far  as  I  have  yet  been  able  to  collect  ilicm;  and  | 
to  the  end  that  we  may  be  further  enlishletied 
upon  the  subject  by  any  suggestions  which  gen-  ; 
tlemen  here,  or  an  intelligent  public,  may  see  ' 
propLT  lo  mnke  before  the  time  for  final  action  , 
upon  the  subject.    That  material  and  important  ' 
reforms  must  be  made,  and  that  speedily,  in  this 
branch  of  the  public  service,  is  now  apparent  to  ' 
all;  and  I  sincerely  bnpc  the  pUii  I  have  proposed 
will,  in  the  main,  prove  efTeclual, and  satisfactury  ji 
to  the  Senate  and  to  the  country;  ar,if  it  dovs  not  | 
now  appear  to  be  an,  that  it  will  be  so  altered  and  1 1 
modified,  during  its  progress  through  this  body,  '{ 
as  to  be  made  to  answer  these  very  desirable  ends.  {{ 

The  bill  was  then  read, and  referred^  the  Com-   | 
mitlee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

CHEROKBB  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  FAIRFI  ELD  said  that  a  few  days  ago  the 
Committee  on  Printing  had  reported  in  favor  of 
printing  a  report  from  the  V7ar  Dcpanmeiii,  on 
the  subject  of  the  awards  by  the  board  estab- 
lished ior  the  adjustment  ol^  claims  under  the 
Cherokee  treaty;  and  that  report  was  confirmed 
by  the  Senate.  He  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  it  was  ordered  to  be  printed.  The  vote 
was  reconsidered. 

Mr.  JARNAGIN  said  that  report  was  made  in 
answer  to  a  resolution  he  had  the  honor  of  sub- 
mitting. He  took  upon  himself  the  labor  of  look- 
ing over  that  report  since  it  waa  ordered  to  be 
printed,  and  so  far  as  he  had  any  object  in  view, 
in  making  the  call  upon  the  Department,  by  res- 
olution. It  was  a  matter  of  little  consequence 
whether  their  report  was  printed  or  not.    The 
information  asked  for  was  not  given.    The  report 
seemed  to  be  made  tip  of  a  correspondence,. con- 
ducted in  the  most  formal,  diplooiatic  style,  be- 
tween the  Secretary  and  the  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners, as  ip  the  propriety  of  appointing  an  as- 
sistant clerk  to  the  board,  nnd  the  relative  powers 
of  each  to  effect  that  object.    The  Secretary  of  !| 
War,  in  his  report,  says  that  the  Board  of  Cera- ! 
misslonera  under  the  late  Cherokee  treaty, organ- 1| 
ized  5(h  September,  1843,  has  cost  |11,839  13;  h 
that  the  amount  adjudicated,  as  far  as  communi-  I 
caled  to  the  Department,  ist36,836  16— of  which  I 
ftl6,306  16  are  held  no(  to  have  betn  within  the  | 
jurisdiction  of  the  commissioners,  or  suspended 
for  other  causes.    Thia  leaves  remainine  yl0,530 
— of  which  (2,970  62  have  been  paid.  The  state-  \ 
mcnt  furnialied  by  the  Second  Auditor  shows  the  ■ 
items  of  which  the  sum  of  |10,530  is  composed. 
They  are  awards  made  in  fourteen  cases,  and  in 
favor  of  agents  and  attorneys;  and  the  Senate  is 
left  ignorant  of  the  amounts  awarded  the  claim- 
ants respectively.  N'ow,  he  could  not,  and  would 
not,  ask  the  Government  to  pay  the  expenses  of 
printing  such  a  mass  of  trash  aa  was  furnished  | 


to  the  Senate,  when  the  infcfmation  aaked  waa 
withheld  from  the  report. 

Mr.  KING  made  some  inquiry  of  the  chair- 
man of  the  Printing  Committee  aa  to  the  reason 
for  reconsiderine  the  vote  on  printing. 

Mr.  FAIRFIELD  said,  when  he  had  first  ex- 
amined the  report,  he  was  in  favor  of  printing  it; 
but,  on  a  more  particular  examination  of  its  con- 
tents, he  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
public  interests  did  not  require  that  it  should  be 
printed. 

Mr.  JARNAGIN  said  his  remarks  were  in- 
tended to  show  that  there  was  no  necessity  to 
print  tlie  report.  He  could  have  access  to  it,  if 
be  wanted  to  answer  the  ends  be  desired;  but  he 
could  submit  n  resolution  hereafter,  and  get  a  re- 
port from  the  Department  not  half  ao  voluminous. 
They  certainly  did  not  want  to  have  printed,  at 
an  enormous  expense  to  the  public,  a  voluminous 
correspondence  aa  to  the  appoin  tmcut  of  (he  would 
not  aay  a  relative  of  the  Secretary)  an  assistant 
clerk  to  the  board. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KING,  the  qoesltoa  of  print- 
ing the  report  was  reoominiltedto  the  committee. 

THE  COMPROMISE  ACT. 

Mr.  EVANS  moved  that  the  Senate  proceed  to 
the  consideration  of  the  unfinished  business  of 
Friday,  being  the  resolution  reported  from  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  for  the  indefinite  post* 
ponement  of  the  bill  introduced  by  the  Senator 
from  Soi)th  Carolina,  [Mr.  McDorFic,]  to  reduce 
gradually  the  rates  of  duties  under  the  present 
tariff  to  the  standard  of  the  compromise  act — that 
is,  an  «d  valartM  duty  of  twenty  per  cent. 

Mr.  EVANS  addressed  the  Senate  for  two 
hours,  in  answer  to  the  renaarka  made  by  Mr. 
McDurriE  on  Friday.  He  commenced  by  se- 
knowledgiog  the  reluctance  with  which  he  en- 
tered into  the  subject  of  the  tariff  queatien  s» 
prematurely;  not  for  want  of  a  proper  appreoia- 
tion  of  its  importance,  but  on  account  of  the  ne- 
cessity which  he  was  under  of  going  over  and 
.over  details  and  ai^uments  perfectly  familiar  to 
the  public,  and  which  hail  been  so  fully  aud  ably 
invesiigatvd  and  discussed  when  the  present  tar- 
iff was  adjusted.  He  had  heard  the  same  aiga- 
ments  last  session  from  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina,  [Mr.  McDDrric,]  that  he  advanced  o» 
the  present  occasion,  and  had  replied  to  theis 
then,  as  ho  should  bo  obliged  to  reply  to  them 
now.  There  was  nothing  new  to  be  said  on 
either  side.  They  had  to  treat  of  topics  wholly 
exhausted.  It  was  therefore  no-woiider  that  ha 
should  enter  upon  the  subject  relucuntly.  Bat 
as  it  had  been  forced  upon  iho  Senate,  be  felt 
bound  to  reiterate  the  arguments  he  had  mad* 
use  of  last  session,  (founded  on  facta  and  trutha 
that  never  varied,)  in  reply  to  the  theories  and 
assertions  of  the  Senator  from  Snath  Caroliaa. 
The  first  topic  of  that  Senator's  remarks  be 
should  address  himself  to,  was  that  of  the  ex- 
ceeding injustics  of  levying  the  whole  of  the  reT- 
enue  for  the  GeiMral  Governiuenl  on  imposts— 
a  thing  which  the  Senator  asserted  was  tionc  by 
no  other  GovernqieDt  in  the  civilized  world.  U« 
insisted  that  no  parallel  could  be  drawn  between 
this  Government  and  that  of  England,  or  the 
other  countries  mentioned  by  the  Senator;  be- 
cause the  people  of  thia  country  have  to  support 
two  Governments — their  General  Governmeat 
and  their  State  governmenla.  The  one  derived 
its  revenue  from  customs,  and  the  other  from  ex- 
cise; but  if  both  these  revenues  were  puttogstber 
it  would  be  found  that  the  duties  on  imports,  eol- 
leclfiii  by  the  General  OovemBient,  would  bear 
about  the  same  proportion  to  the  whole  amount 
of  taxes  paid  by  the  people  to  the  State  govern- 
ments and  General  Government,  which  the  duties 
on  importa  in  England  bear  to  the  whole  of  tb* 
taxation  of  England. 

The  next  argument  of  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina  was,  that  the  law  of  1843  did  not  impoae 
a  tariff  for  revenue,  but  for  protection;  in  sopport 
of  which  be  took  the  effect  on  each  ariicis  subject 
to  duty,  separately  considered.  This  he, denied 
to  be  the  fair  way  of  considering  the  subject.  Some 
of  the  articles  affected,  or  partially  prohibited, 
were  of  such  trivial  amount,  that  they  would,  ia 
any  case,  form  but  an  inconsiderable  item  forreT- 
enue.  The  law  should  be  taken  as  a  whole.  Ita 
general  effect  was  to  be  considered.  Now,  he  io- 
siated  that  the  general  effect  of  the  tariff  law  of 
1842  was  to  increase  revenue,  to  bring  more  rer- 
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enue  into  the  Treaaury,  than  nny  lower  rate  of 
duty  would  produce,  ft  did  this  by  encouraging 
American  industry,  and  giving  to  American  citi- 
z<>ns  the  ability  and  means  of  becoming  consumers 
ofimportatinos — thereby  augmenting  thcrevenuc. 
iu  support  of  this,  he  referred  lo  the  Treasury 
reports,  from  which  he  deduced,  that,  as  the  pros- 
perity of  the  country  was  increasing  since  the  law 
was  passed  in  1842,  imports  were  increasing  in 
the  same  ratio.  He  went  into  a  variety  of  statis- 
tical details  to  show  that  imports  ere  increasing, 
and  that  the  revenue  from  customs  is  increasing; 
to  that,  instead  of  a  deficiency  of  ^2,000,000  at 
the  end  of  the  fiscal  year,  in  June,  1844,  as  sup- 
po.icd  by  the  Secretory  of  the  Treasury,  there 
would  be,  from  the  increase  of  customs  beyond 
the  estimates,  a  surplus.  He  anticipated  that  the 
revenue  from  customs  of  the  fiscal  year  would  be 
123,000,000,  instead  of  $20,000,000  estimated  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  He  hod  hod  let- 
ters from  the  best  informed  merchants  and  im- 
porters of  New  York,  that  the  customs  of  the 
fiscal  year  would  actually  amount  to  twenty-five 
oV  twenty-six  milhons;  but  he  was  not  himself  so 
sas;raine — he  thought  $23,000,00()  would  be  real- 
ized. He  denied  that  there  was  any  occasion 
for  the  Secretory  of  the  Treasury  to  expend 
^,000,000  for  the  ordinary  expenses  of  tlieGov- 
ermnent ;  as  he  made  his  estimates  on  the  assump-  I 
tion  that  all  outstanding  appropriations  and  war-  | 
tants  must  be  included  in  the  year,  together  with 
tite  new  appropriation  of  this  session;  whereas 
it  was  notorious  that,  at  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year,  ' 
there  would  be  just  as  much  outstanding  appro-  \ 
prialions  and  warrants  of  the  new  appropriations 
as  would  have  been  taken  in  of  the  old.  Honce, 
adding  the  increase  from  customs  lo  the  deduction 
for  outstanding  appropriations  and  the  savings  of 
expenditures  which  Congress  would  effect — and 
beargued  from  the  dispositron  of  the  other  House 
that  the  appropriations  this  year  would  not  exceed 
$16,000,000— It  was  otear  that  there  would  be  a 
surphu  in  the  Treasury:  and,  therefore,  instead 
of  ruined  commerce  and  a  bankrupt  Treasurjr, 
the  country  would  be  found  rapidly  advancing  in 
prosperity,  the  im|>orts  increasing  as  the  means 
of  the  people  increased  their  ability  for  consump- 
tion, and  the  Treasury  would  be  so  abundantly 
supplied,  that  it  might  be  expected  the  portion  of 
the  public  debt  falling  due  would  be  met  promptly 
and  without  embarrassment.  These  were  facts 
with  which  he  proposed  to  meet  the  theories  of 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina.  The  duty- 
myiog  imports  of  the  year,  ho  anticipated,  would 
lie  sixty-two  or  sixty-three  millions;  which,  at 
the  average  of  the  present  tarilT,  (thirty-four  per 
cent.,)  would  vield  a  revenue  of  $23,000,000. 

With  regard  to  (he  Senator's  argument — that 
nothing  in  the  nature  of  commerce  was  worth  con- 
sidering but  foreign  commerce — he  insisted  that 
the  whole  amount  of  foreign  commerce,  at  the  best 
of  times,  (sa^  two  hundred  million  dollars,)  was 
a  mere  trifle  in  comparison  with  the  internal  com- 
merce of  the  country,  which  he  estimated  at  one 
thousand  million,  or  one  half  the  productions  of 
the  Union,  generally  allowed  to  be  two  thousand 
million.  He  maintained  that  foreign  commerce 
was  prospering,  instead  of  sinking;  new  ships 
were  building;  enterprise  was  extending;  no  com- 
plaints were  made  by  the  shipping  interests;  the 
wsges  nf  sailors  was  on  the  advance;  and,  all 
these  things  considered ,  be  did  not  see  where  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina  got  his  data  for  as- 
serting that  half  of  our  foreign  commerce  was  al- 
ready annihilated  by  the  tariff  law  of  1842. 

Then,  as  lo  low  duties  having  a  tendency  to 
increase  imports  and  high  duties  to  decrease  ibero, 
he  contended  that  the  facts  proved  the  reverse. 
He  had  tables  before  him,  from  which  he  found 
llutt,  from  1821  to  1834,  inclusive,  the  tariff  being 
thifty-four  per  cenu,  the  dutiable  imports  were 
t66,2UO,0OOannualIy ;  from  1824  to  1828,  the  tariff 
being  thirty-eight  per  cent.,  the  dutiable  imports 
*ere  ♦75,300,000  annually;  from  1828  to  1833, 
the  dutiei  being  forty-one  per  cent.,  the  annual 
imports  were  ft74,2UO,000;  and  from  1833  to  1843, 
with  a  reduced  duty  of  only  thirty-one  per  cent., 
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the  imports  fell  to  (71,000,000;  from  1841  to  1842, 
with  a  duty  of  only  twrnty-thrce  per  cent.,  the 
imports  fell  lo  $69,000,000.  He  also  insisted  tliat 
the  fallingoff  of  imports  of  free  goods  was  in  the 
same  proportion  with  the  foiling  off  of  dutiable 
goods,  as  duties  diminished. 

Mr  E.  having  by  this  time  spoken  two  hours, 
and  being  evidently  fatigued — 

It  was  proposed  by  Mr.  BATES  that  the  Sen- 
ale  adjourn ;  but. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ALLEN,  who  said  there 
wasexecutive  business  which  oughtto  be  disposed 
of  m-duy,  the  Senate  went  into  executive  session; 
and  soon  after 

Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
MoKDAT,  January  33,  1844.  , 

Mr.  HUDSON  nnnouijced  the  attendance  of 
his  colleague,  Mr.  Osmth  Baker;  and  the  oath 
to  support  the  Constitution  having  been  adminis- 
tered to  Mr.  Baker  by  the  Speaker,  he  took  his 
seat. 

TEMPER.\NCE. 

Mr.  REDirfG  gave  notice  that  he  should  to- 
morrow ask  leave  to  introduce  a  joint  resolution 
to  amend  the  19th  joint  rule,  so  as  to  read  as  fol- 
lows: 

No  intovicstittc  liquors  »haM  t>c  ofTered  rnr  Rale  or  exliil>- 
iied  wiiliiii  the  Capitol,  or  on  the  pul>lic  (roiiiHl«  sdjaceitt 
tlierein ;  siiiJ  Uiat  tlie  rcstsurateun  t)o  fortbwith  removed 
fr(ini  llie  Capitol. 

FAILURE  OF  THE  MAIL; 

Mr.  SLIDELL  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution; which  wns  considered  and  adopted: 

Resolccilj  'l*liat  tUe  Pthitmaster  General  pretient  to  ttiis 
noit«c  tli«  ren^iHt^  mid  caii-on,  so  tar  as  tiiay  be  known  to 
the  DepaniTieni, of  ttM^rrcfiui'iiifailtirpjiofthp  mail  between 
Ibe  city  of  \Vn.'<liinsti»i  and  New  Orleans ;  and  that  he  sug- 
gest, also,  uMiat  ricRiis  under  ilie  control  nf  tlie  Depart- 
ment exUt  to  insure  innre  regular  di-hveryof  the  said  mail, 
and  whether  it  i.<  contcntplated  to  change  the  mode  oftronfl- 
pnrtation  of  tlio  mail  over  any  iMrtion  of  said  route. 

masters'  Siates  and  midshipmen. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON,  by  leave,  introduced  the 
following  resolutiop: 

Renlird,  'I'hat  the  President  cif  the  United  States  be  re- 
qiiCiteil  lo  inform  this  Hnnse  what  persons  (and  giving  tlie 
name  of  eacli)  \vhn  have  been  appointed  by  the  Heerelsry, 
or  other  nrticersof  Uie  Navy,  mn«lers'  mates,  and  permitted 
or  reqtiireil  lo  do  doty  ss  midsliipmrnf  since  the  pussnge  of 
the  law  Hniititig  the  number  of  mid(<tiipnien,  and  on  board 
wtial  stiipti  or  ve^^iels  they  are  employed  ;  and  that  the  sail- 
ing of  tite  frigate  Raritaii,  now  ready  for  sea,  be  postponed 
or  delayed  until  the  le^ialily  of  such  appointments  be  in- 
quired into,  or  until  the  masters'  mates  so  appointed  and  so 
acUug  be  dismissed  from  on  board  said  frigate. 

Mr.  J.  said  Congress  had  passed  a  lawlimiting 
the  number  of  miiTshipmen  in  the  naval  service, 
and  yet  a  number  of  persons  had  been  appointed 
as  masters'  mates  who  were  doing  duty  as  mid- 
shipmen. 

Mr.  FISH  suggested  that  the  resolution  should 
extend  the  inquiry  to  the  ex pe4iency  of  repealing 
the  law  fixing  the  present  limit. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  had  no  objectio!.  to  that. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  FARM  ENTER, 
Mr.  VANCE,  and  others,  the  resolution  was 
agreed  to.  • 

ELECTIONS  BT  GENERAL  TICKET. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS,  from  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions, which  had  been  instructed  by  a  resolution 
of  the  House  to  inquire  into  the  legality  of  the 
elections  of  the  members  returned  from  the  States 
of  New  Hampshire,  Missouri,  Georgia,  and  Mis- 
sissippi, made  a  report  thereon,  concluding  with 
the  following  resolutions: 

Raolved,  Thai  tile  second  secUon  of  an  "Act  for  the  sp- 
porlionment  of  the  Representatives  among  the  sevenil 
States,  according  to  the  sixth  censu:',"  approved  June  35, 
1843,  is  not  a  laui  made  in  pursuance  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  Sutes,  and  valid,  operaUvc,  and  binding  upon 
the  Suites. 

Rrtolctd,  That  all  the  members  of  this  House,  (excepting 
the  two  contested  eases  from  Virginia,  upon  which  no  opin-, 
ion  is  hereby  expressed,)  have  been  elected  in  conformity 
wiib  lbs  CoiiKtiiution  and  laws,  and  are  entitled  to  their 
seau  in  this  House. 

On  (notion  of  Mr.  DOUGLAS,  the  above  re- 


port was  referred  to  the  Commillea  of  the  Whole 
House,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky,  leave 
was  granted  to  the  minority  of  taid  committee  to 
make  a  report  on  the  same  subject. 

Mr.  ELMER  moved  to  assign  to-morrow  two 
weeks  as  the  day  for  considering  this  subject. 

The  SPEAKER  informed  the  gentleman  from 
New  Jersey,  that  this  being  a  privileged  question, 
a  majority  of  the  House  could  take  it  up  at  any 
time. 

Mr.  ELMER  then  gave  notice  that  be  would 
coll  up  the  report  to-morrow  two  weeks,  imme- 
diately after  the  expiration  of  the  morning  hour. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  St.  JOHN*,  on  leave,  end  in  pursuance  of 
notice  given,  introduced  a  bill  exteitding  the  act 
of  Congress  of  27th  July,  1842,  granting  the  right 
of  preisinpiion  to  certain  lots  in  the  town  of  Per- 
rysburg,  Ohio;  which  was  read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lai>di. 

Mr.  CALDWELL,  on  leave,  and  in  pursu- 
ance of  notice  given,  introduced  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief  of  Eaton  Nance;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Illinois,  on  leave,  and  in  pur- 
suance of  notice  given,  introduced  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Pierre  Menard,  and  the  legal  represent- 
atives of  Antoine  Beltierand  Joseph  Placy;  which 
was  read  twice,  jind  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Claims. 

PETITION  DAY. 

Mr.  DICKEY  called  for  the  orders  of  the  day. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  that  the  order  of 
the  day  was  the  call  for  petitions  from  States. 

Petitions  were  then  presented,  as  follows: 

Bv  Messrs.  HUNT  and  McCLELLAND,  of 
Michigan. 

Messrs.  JAMESON, RELFE.and  HUGHES, 
of  Missouri. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama. 

Messrs.  HOGEand  WENTWORTH,  of  Illi- 
nois. 

Mr.  HOLMES,  of  South  Carolina. 

Messrs.  KENNEDY,  DAVIS,  PETTIT, 
BROWN,  snd  HENLEY,  of  Indiana. 

Messrs.  FLORENCE,  VINTON.  HARPER, 
DEAN,  DUNCAN.TILDEN.andGlDDINGS, 
of  Ohio. 

[Mr.  GiDDiHOB  presented  several  abolition  peti- 
tions, and  moved  their  reference;  but  the  Speaker 
deciding  they  came  within  the  31st  rule,  they 
were  not  received.] 

Mr.  GIDDINOS  presented  a  petition  praying 
for  the  passage  of  a  law  lo  make  it  penal  for  a 
United  States  oflicer  to  aasisl  in  tite  capture  of  a 
fugitive  slave. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  objected  (aa  the  Clerk  was 
reading  the  petition  to  the  House)  to  the  reading 
of  the  petition.  He  said  the  Chair  should  de- 
cide whether  it  was  admissible,  under  the  rule, 
without  bringing  it  before  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  he  considered  it 
admissible,  as  he  did  not  consider  it  aa  coming 
within  the  rule. 

The  Clerk  then  reaS  the  petition 

Mr.  LEWIS  remarked  that,  if  they  should  re- 
ceive and  refer  such  a  petition,  they  might  aa 
well  throw  open  the  door  at  once. 

The  SPEAKER  explained.  The  rule  of  the 
House  prohibited  the  reception  of  petitions  pray- 
ing for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  or  any  State  or  Territory,  or  the  slave 
trade  between  the  States  or  Territoriea  of  the 
United  States;  but  this  petition  prayed  ihat  a  law 
should  be  passed  to  make  it  penal  for  a  United 
States  officer  to  assist  in  the  capture  of  a  person 
suspected  of  being  a  fugitive  from  slavery.  It 
prayed  for  a  law  to  prescribe  the  duties  of  United 
States  officers. 

Mr.  LEWIS  objected  to  its  reception;  remark- 
ing that,  if  the  object  of  the  petitioners  waa 
gained,  there  would  very  soon  be  no  slavery  to 
abolish. 

Mr.  GIODINGS.    I  cannot  help  that. 
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Mr.  BLACK  said  he  was  of  opinion  that  the 
petition  came  within  that  clause  of  the  rule  which 
prohibited  the  reception  of  petitions  in  relation  to 
the  slave  trade  between  the  States  and  Territories 
of  the  United  States  in  which  it  now  exists.  ° 

The  SPEAKER  adhered  to  bia  original  de- 
cision. 

Mr.  BLACK  said  it  was  with  great  relucttmce 
that  he  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair; 
but,  believing  that  it  came  within  the  rule,  he 
must  do  so.  He  yrished  the  Chair  to  reconsider 
the  decision,  and  that  the  subject  should  go  over 
for  that  purpose.  To  accomplish  this  object,  he 
avowed  his  intention  to  debate  the  subject,  and 
he  presumed  it  must  therefore  go  over. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  inquired  ff  the  appeal  went 
over  too,  and  whether  that  was  debatable } 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  subject  itself  was  not 
debatable,  and  therefore  no  collateral  matter  was 
debatable;  and  also,  that  the  petition  would  not 
go  over- on  the  ground  that  a  gentleman  wished 
to  debate  it. 

Mr.  BLACK  .would  urge  his  appeal;  and  he 
desired  to  state  the  ground  of  it,  if  that  were  in 
order.  The  petition  prayed  that  the  Federal  of- 
ficers of  this  Government  tniglit  be  prohibited 
from  apprehending  fugitive  slaves,  and  the  Chair 
had  decided  that  such  a  petition  did  not  fall  with- 
in the  rule.  Now,  he  contended  that  it  did  full 
within  the  latter  part  of  the  rule,  which  prohib- 
ited the  reception  of  petitions  on  the  subject  of 
the  slave  trade  between  the  States.  Now,  if  fu- 
gitive slaves,  sold  from  one  State  to  another, 
could  not  be  apprehended,  there  would  be  no 
legitimate  trade  in  slaves;  and  this  petition  was 
evidently  designed  to  effect  that  object,  and  con- 
sequently came  within  tlie  rule. 

Mr.  ADAMS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  appeal. 

Mr.  DELLET,  Mr.  SAUNDERS,  and  Mr. 
JAMESON,  made  some  observations. 

Mr.  WILKINS  reminded  the  Chair  that  a  pe- 
tition precisely  like  this  had  been  received  and 
referred. 

Mr.  PAYNE  moved  to  lay  the  appeal  on  the 
table;  which,  after  a  few  words  from  Mr.  GID- 
DINGS,  and  Mr.  LEWIS,  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PAYNE  then  raised  the  question  of  recep- 
tion. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  moved  to  lay  that  resolu- 
tion on  the  table. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  raised  the  point  of  order, 
whether  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ala- 
bama [Mr.  Patnc]  was  not  too  lale. 

The  SPEAKER  decided  it  to  be  in  order. 

Mr.  HUDSON  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee, 
(Mr.  C.  Johnson,]  and  they  were  ordered — the 
vote  being  taken  by  Messrs.  Grinnell  and  Har- 
alson, tellers. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  taken  on  the  mo- 
lion  of  Mr.  C.  Johnson,  and  it  was  negatived: 
yeas  85,  nays  87. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  the  motion  of 
the  gentleman  froin  Alabama,  shall  the  petition 
be  received  ? 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  demanded  the  previous 
question. 

Upon  seconding  the  demand  for  the  previous 
question,  tellers  were  appointed,  who  reported  the 
voles  as  follows— 93  in  the  affirmative  and  25  in 
the  negative.    So  there  was  a  second. 

The  main  question  being  then  put.  Shall  the 
petition  be  received .' 

Mr.  ADAMS  called  for^the  yeas  and  nays; 
which,  being  ordered,  were  taken,  and  resulted —  I 
yeas  85,  nays  86;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Measri.  Admns,  Andereon,  Bnarrislcy,  Briiton,  I 
Bidlack,  James  niacli,  Rmdli<>iid,jLTeininh  Brown,  Carmll, 
ratlin,  (^Ihigmtin,  Colliimer,  CrnnKlnn,  Dnna,  Rirhnnl  I),  i 
IJavin,  Dean,  Dickey,  Dickinson,  Duncan,  Diinlap,  EIIU,  | 
KInirr,  Fiirlee,  Fisli,  Plorcnce,  Frick,  Giddiiiga,    Byrain  1 
Crccn,  Grinnell,  Hamlin,  Hardin,  Hnyii,  Henley,  Hulibetl,  [ 
Hudsrin,  Waslilngion  Hum,  Jnnie!>  B.  Hunt,  Charlea  J. 
InxenwII,  Irvin,  Jcnks,  Perley  B.  Jolnisnn,  Daniel  P.  King,  ' 
Kirkpatrick,  Leonard,  Lvon,  Mi-CViui'len,  Maelny,  Mc- 
r'lellnnd,  Maruh,  Joseph  Morri"*,  Mnrse,  Mosi'ley,  Ncsi,  Eli-  I 
flia  R.  Pnucr,  Emery  D.  Potter,  Prall,  Purdy,  Ratlibun,  I 
Charles  M.  Reed.  Ititicr,  Rnbin5on,  RoKers,  St.  John,  Sem-  ! 
pic,  devcmiicc,  Tlinniaa  II.  Beyotour,  David  L..  deymour,  , 
Albert  Smitli,  (Jalcb  B.  Smith,  ^telsnu.  Andrew  Stewart,  \ 
John   SKwnrl,   Sykes,  Tilden.  Tvler,  Vance,  Vanineter, 
Wheaion,  White,  VVillinniii,  Wilk'inn,  WInthfop,  William 
Wright,  Joseph  A.  Wrljht,  and  Yoiit— 85.  ' 

NAYS— Mei-RrH.  Aahe,  Atkinson,  Barrinxer,  Bcliier,  Ed- 
ward J.  Black,  James  A.  Ulnck,  Blackwell ,  nos^ier.  Onwer, 
liowlin,  Boyd,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Milton  Brown^  Burke, 
i  'aldwell,  Campt)ell,  Renhen  Ciiniiman.  Augustus  A.  Chap- 


man, Chappell,  Chilton,  Clinton,  Cobb,  Coles,  Cross,  Cul- 
lorn,  Daniel,  John  W.  Davis,  Deberry,  Dellet,  Dillingham, 
Douglas,  Dromgoole,  Ficklin,  French,  Gilmer,  Hainmett, 
Haralson,  Herrick,  Holmes,  Horc,  Hopkins,  Houston,  Hu- 
baril,  Hutthes,  Jameson,  Cave  Johnson,  Andrew  Johnson, 
George  W.  Jones,  Preston  King,  Labranclie,  Lewis,  Lucas, 
Lumpkin,  McClemand,  McKay,  Mui^hy,  Newton,  Norris, 
Payne,  Peyton,  Rayner,  David  S.  Reid,  Reding,  Relfe, 
Ruasell,  Saunders  ,^enter,  Simpson,  Blidell,  John  T.  Smith, 
Thomas  Smith,  Robert  Smith,  Steenrod,  Stephens,  Stiles, 
Stone,  Strong,  Summers,  Taylor,  Thomasson,  Thompson, 
Tibbaits,  Welter,  Weniworth,  and  Woodward— 86. 

So  the  petition  was  not  received. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  then  presented  several  peti- 
tions front  citizens  of  Ohio,  remonstrating  against 
the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  Union;  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions. 

Mr.  G.  also  presented  the  petition  of  Martin 
Mitchell,  of  New  York,  praying,  in  case  Texas 
shall  be  admitted  into  the  Union,  the  State  of 
New  York  may  be  annexed  to  the  British  Prov- 
ince of'-Canada. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  objected  to  the  reception 
of  the  petition,  unless  it  could  be  shown  that  this 
individual  was  authorized  to  speak  for  the  people 
of  New  York. 

Itf  r.  WELLER  moved  to  lay  the  question  of 
reception  on  the  table. 

The  question  being  f\it,  it  resulted — yeas  41, 
nays  31. 

No  quorum  voting. 

Mr.  ADAMS  called  for  tellers;  but  they  were 
not  ordered. 

The  SPEAKER  put  the  questipn  again;  and 
the  vote  was — ayes  56,  noes  58. 

No  quorum  voting. 

Mr.  WELLER  called  for  tellers;  and  they 
were  ordered. 

The  vote  was  again  taken,  and  resulted — ayes 
89,  noes  26. 

So  the  question  of  reception  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  then  presented  several  aboli- 
tion petitions,  which  the  Speaker  decided  were 
prohibited  by  the  Slst  rule;  and  they  were  not 
received. 

Mr.  G.  also  presented  several  abolition  peti- 
tions, which,  not  coming  within  the  rule,  were 
received  and  referred: 

A  petition  praying  for  the  recognition  of  the 
black  Republic  of  Hayti ; 

A  petition  remonstrating  against  the  2l8t  rule; 
and 

Petitions  praying  for  an  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  so  as  to  deprive  the  southern  States 
of  their  slave  representation. 

Petitions  were  also  presented  by  Messrs.  DUN- 
CAN, TILDEN,  anij  POTTER,  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  HARDIN , presented  petitions  from  Illi- 
nois, he  having  been  out  of  his  seat  when  that 
Stale  was  called. 

Mr,  T.  SMITH,  of  Indiana,  presented  peti- 
tions under  similar  circumstances. 

Petitions  were  presented  by — 

Messrs.  CULLOM,  SENTER,  and  BLACK- 
WELL,  of  Tennessee. 

Mr.  THOMASSON,  of  Kentucky. 

Mr.  BLACK,  of  Georgia. 

[This  petition  was  in  the  shape  of  a  letter  from 
a  citizen  of  Florida,  addressed  to  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia,  on  jhe  subject  of  the  election  of 
the  territorial  officers  by  the  people;  and  its  pecu- 
liar shape  led  to  some  conversation  on  its  admis- 
sibility; and,  aAer  a  few  words  on  the  question 
of  reference,  it  wss  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Territories. 

On'motion  of  Mr.  LEVY,  a  bill  on  the  same 
subject,  which  he  had  introduced,  was  given  the 
same  direction.] 

Petitions  were  presented  by  Messrs.  RHETT 
and  HOLMES,  of  South  Carolina. 

Mr.  CALDWELL,  agreeably  to  previous  no- 
tice, introduced  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Eaton 
Nance;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  RHETT  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
free  trade  as.sociation  of  New  York,  and  asked 
for  its  reading;  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means;  and  that  it  be 
printed.  After  some  conversation,  the  memorial 
wos  read  and  referred;  and  the  motion  to  print 
Was  rejected. 

Petitions  were  also  presented  by — 

Messrs.  HOLMES  and  CAMPBELL,  of 
South  Carolina. 


Messrs.  DROMGOOLE,  CHILTON,  GIL- 
MER,  and  NEWTON,  of  Virginia. 

Messrs.  WILKINS,STEWART,  DICKEY 
BRODHEAD,  BIDLACK,  and  IRVIN.  of 
Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  WILKINS  presented  the  resolutions  of 
the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  instructing  their 
Senators  and  requesting  thejr  Representatives  in 
Congress  to  vote  against  any  appropriation  for 
the  construction  of  a  bridge  across  the  Ohio  river 
at  Wheeling,  or  the  raising  of  any  superstruc- 
ture calculated  to  impede  the  navigation  of  that 
great  thoroughfare;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  STEENROD  presented  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Elliott,  a  scientific  engineer  and  practical  mechan- 
ic, showing  that  such  a  work  would  not  impede 
the  navigation  of  the  Ohio;  and  moved  that  it  be 
referred  to  the  same  committee,  and  printed. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  it  could  only  be  re- 
ceived by  general  consent. 

Mr.  DICKEY  objected,  and  it  was  not  re- 
ceived. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  presented  the  petition  of 
sundry  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  praying  for  the 
reduction  of  the  pay  of  members  of  Congress,  and 
particularly  for  the  reduction  of  their  mileage; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Retrench- 
ment. 

Mr.  BIDLACK  presented  the  petition  of  sun- 
dry citizens  of  Wilkesbarre,  praying  for  Uie  n^ 
duction  of  postages  and  the  reformation  of  the 
franking  privilege;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  STRONG  presented  the  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  New  York,  instructing  their  Sen- 
ators and  requesting  their  Representatives  in  Con- 
gress to  use  their  best  exertions  to  secure  the  pas- 
sage of  a  law  for  refunding  the  fine  imposed  on 
General  Jackson  by  Judge  Hall;  which  was  laid 
on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed 

Mr.  S.  also  presented  the  petition  of  the  Long 
Island  Railroad  Companjr,  praying  the  remission 
of  the  duties  on  railroad  iron;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY  presented  the  petition  of 
certain  citizens  of  New  York,  praying  for  the  re- 
peal of  the  act  of  1793,  which  provides  for  the 
arrest  of  fugitives  from  justice  and  fugitive  slaves. 

Mr.  BLACK  objected  to  the  reception  of  the 
petition. 

Mr.  WELLER  moved  to  lay  the  question  of 
reception  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BLACK  then  withdrew  his  objection,  say- 
ing that  the  motion  to  lay  the  question  of  recep- 
tion on  the  table  was  an  evasion  of  the  question, 

Mr.  THOMPSON  renewed  the  objection  to  the 
reception  of  the  petition;  and 

Mr.  WELLER  moved  to  lay  the  question  of 
reception  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY  observed  that  it  was  some- 
what desirable  to  have  the  full  sense  of  the  House 
on  this  question,  and  he  would,  therefore,  move 
a  call  of  the  House,  as  it  was  thin,  and  had  been 
so  oil  day, 

Mr.  HOPKINS  observed  that  it  wa&  too  late 
for  a  call  of  the  House,  and  he  therefore  moved 
that  the  House  adjourn. 

Mr.  ADAMS  asked  if  the  question  now  under 
consideration  would  come  up  to-morrow  in  ease 
the  House  then  adjourned  ? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that,  in  that  case,  it 
would  not  come  up  until  next  petition  day. 

Mr.  ADAMS  then  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  motion  to  adjourn;  but  a  sufficient 
number  not  rising  to  sustain  the  call,  they  were 
not  ordered. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

The  following  notices  of  petitions  presented  to-day,  wers 
handed  lo  Ule  reporters  by  the  oiembera  presenting  ibem : 

By  Mr.  WEN TWORTII.:  A  petition  which  (he  said) 
was  headed  **  common  schools,"  "  universal  education," 
and  divers  other  patriotic  object?,  nnd  ending  with  a  prayer 
that  Texas  may  not  be  admitted  inio  the  Ustoii,  Troni  sun- 
dry citizens ot'Troy  Grove,  La  Sail e  couuty,  1  llinois ;  which 
was  relerred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

AUo,  a  petition  from  n  large  number  of  citizens  of  Chi- 
cago, pmying  the  rediiciion  of  postage  and  abolition  of  tlis 
franking  privilege ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commtuee 
on  the  Po-:t  Odicc  and  Post  Roads- 

Also,  the  petition  from  Archimodes  0.  Wynkonp,  of 
Little  Fort,  Lak«  county,  llliiuiia,  praying  ibc  right  to  ex- 
tend a  pier  into  Lake  Michigan  |  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Comme'rce. 

By  Mr.  HOOE:  Tlie  petition  of  Chesley  D.  Railey  sad 
others,  citizens  of  McDonough  and  Raucoek  counties,  ia 
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titc  Xtatr  of  IIHnoW,  prayinjr  the  eftUiblishm**ol  of  n  mnil 
loiii^  from  Macoinit,  iti  saitl  county  of  MoDtmotigh,  via 
UiMOdcn.'VtllH,  Li  llnrp^,  Cnmp  Cre^k^  ronionhRn,  nnd 
Ap(t.uioocc,  to  N.-imiiu.  lit  rnid  county  i*f  Unnrock  ;  which 
wr(5  reicrrfd  to  ttie  Coiuuiittec  on  tUc  ¥on  Ut}ice  and  Podt 
Rnadii. 

Ily  Mr.  McCt.FI.T.AND:  Tlie  pplition  of  iundry  cill- 
I4!UH  ot  Mniiru«,  M  icltisaot  for  nn  appropriation  to  coiistmct 
■  li;l]l  liotwc  at  Umt  point. 

A:>Of  a  cliiiin  of  John  Anderson,  for  pnyinent  for  depre- 
'dationw  cominiitrd  by  the  enemy  durins  tlie  Inst  war. 

By  Mr.  lli;BAI(l):1'lic|i<<iiiionar  Mary  It.  Perry  eJ  «!., 
briij  of  JiMiii  UoniiKll ;  wliicli  woa  referred  lo  the  Commit- 
tee on  Itcvnlutioiiary  Pennione. 

Ily  Mr.  BOWLIN:  The  petition  of  Alwcr  Harri>,  co|. 
IfTTor  ol  the  port  of  St.  Lout:*,  praying  lo  be  refunded  cer- 
tain moneys  paid  out  hy  him  for  medicine  and  attention  to 
Uw  «ick  on  the  iu»rine  li*i;  which  was  referred  to  tlie 
Coniiuiuce  of  Chniiua. 

AUn,  the  petition  of  Alphonzo  W'ctmore,  clatminz  back 
pension  for  the  time  bftvvi'rn  the  date  of  hi4  bounds  and 
tlie  time  hi*  peofiun  wa.^  ullowed;  which  ivoa  referred  lo 
tin*  ('(iniinittee  on  Invalid  fVnKions. 

By  .Mr.  DCJIVCAN  :  The  pciiiioii  of  tlio  Btcnmbfiat  eiigi- 
nefffi  nnd  Bilndry  ciElzeiiD  of  ('incinnaiitprnyin^nnnmeiiil- 
Blent  of  ihnt  fiortion  of  the  law  of  Congrcwi  entitled  "  An 
act  for  the  better  wcurityof  iliir  lives  of  posKenftrrd  on  lioard 
ofvcs«el!4  prupeljcd  in  whojeor  in  port  hysteuiii, '-approved 
July  7«  18.1^,  relative  to  steam  engines,  and  l<i  inKtiUitc  u 
b<i«rd  of  examination  in  each  port  of  entry  in  tlie  western 
and  sCKitliwesten   Stales. 

By  Mr.  SF.Y.MOUR,  of  Connecticut:  The  petition  of 
Pmry  Hale  nnd  otheis,  of  the  town  of  Gastenbury,  Oonnec- 
licut,  for  a  rt'duction  of  the  rates  of  postage  to  a  uniform 
turn  of  not  more  than  five  cents  on  all  letters  not  exceeding 
half  ail  ttuucc  in  weiglit.  nnd  for  the  abolition  of  the  fraiik- 
i-fo  privilege ;  wliirh  wns  referred  to  tlie Couimitlee  on  the 
I'OMt  Olfiee  and  Fo-l  Rood'. 

By  Mr.  BROWN,  of  Indinna  :  The  petition  of  sundry  cit- 
ixtuK  ol  BarthnloiiK-iiV  county,  Indiana,  prayitu  the  eytab- 
hkino«^nt  ofn  mail  mute  from  Columbus  to  West  Port,  in 
l>eeatiir  eoiintv,  liidiano. 

By  Mr.  CROSS  :  The  petition  of  Ally  eitiicns  of  Clark 
couitiy,  pni\iiig  the  establi^huieni  of  a  pn«t  route  Iroin 
Knckpon,  in  Hot  Spring  coo nty.  to  Presley  WattsV,  on  the 
east  branch  of 'J'ulip  Bayou,  in  the  former  county. 

Alt:o.  ihe  petition  of'jnsepli  Smally,  of  Independence 
comity,  Arknn.^as,  praying  the  passage  of  a  law  to  autlior- 
cce  him  lo  enter  a  certain  tract  of  land. 

By  Mr.  SMrni,  of  Pennsylvania:  Petitions  pf  citixens 
ot  Philm.lelphia  city  nnd  count",  prayhig  for  an  appropria- 
lion  for  a  dry. dock  at  the  navy  yard  at  said  city;  which 
wa^  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

By  Mr.  HARPER:  The  petition  of  J.  B.  Cook  and  two 
hundred  and  twenty-five  others,  citizens  of  Muskingnin 
vuuuiy,  Ohio,  prayins  for  a  cet/enchmenl  of  the  expctid- 
hures  of  the  <veneral  Oovemmeni ;  which  was  referred  to 
(he  Cominiltee  on  llcireiicliment. 


IN  SENATE. 
TuESDAT,  January  23,  1844. 

The  PRESIDENT piv  <«in))or«  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  commuiii<»tion  from  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, coTerinj:  reports  from  the  Bureaus  of  Con- 
tlniclion  and  llepuir,  and  of  Provision,  of  con- 
tracia  made  by  them  the  last  year;  which  was 
disposed  of  by  a  motion  to  print  being  referred  to 
ihe  Conimillec  on  Printing.  . 

The  CHAIR  subsequently  slated  that  it  was 
discovered  the  communication  was  not  signed, 
end  that  there  was  some  other  informality;  and 
he  suggested  that  the  motion  to  print  be  reconsid- 
ered, and  that  the  papers  be  returned  to  the  De- 
partment.   This  suggestion  was  agreed  to. 

Also  laid  before  the  Senate  a  communication 
from  the  War  Department,  transmitting  (in  coirv- 
pliaiice  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the 
11th  instant,  calling  for  the  correspondence  of 
Ocnerul  Worth  and  other  officers,  relative  to  for- 
tifying Ihe  keys  and  islands  around  Cape  Flor- 
ida, and  the  construction  of  a  railroad  across  ihe 
p<ninsula  of  Florida)  reports  from  the  topograph- 
ical bureau,  adjutant  general,  and  quartermaster 
(•eneral,  upon  the  subject;  which  were  ordered  to 
lie  on  Ihe  table. 

Also,  a  report  from  the  War  Department,  giv- 
ing a  list  of  the  names  of  all  persons  employed  in 
Ihe  service  of  the  Indian  department  during  the 
year  1843;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table, 
and  a  motion  to  print  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Printing. 

RESIGNATION  OP  MR.  8PRAGUE. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore  laid  before  the 
Senate  the  following  communication;  which  was 
read: 

PaovioCNCE,  Rhode  Island,  Jantuiry  17,  1844. 

Sis:  In  conseqii.'ncc  of  a  most  painful  occurrence,  I 
havp  re.<ijiied  my  seat  in  the  Senate  of  the  ITniled  States, 
and  1  herewith  respectiully  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  my 
letter  of  resi^uatioii  to  the  General  Assenibly  of  Ihe  Slate 
of  R^ie  Island,  which  i:*  now  in  se-sion. 

l'ithu«  takin;  leave  of  the  Seriate,  1  cniitiot  withhold  the 
eapression  of  my  grateful  ackuowledgmenis  for  the  uniform 
kioilauss  and  courtesy  which  I  Aave  received  on  every  oc  - 
caskn,  and  my  best  and  wannest  wishes  for  your  health 


and  happiness,  and  that  of  every  member  of  ttao  honorable 
body  over  which  you  preside. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  Ihe  hlihest  respect,  your 
obedient  scrvont,  W.M.  6PRAGUC. 

To  the  Hon.  Willik  P.  Makohm, 

Pretident  pro  Itmpare  of  Ihe  Senate  of  the  United  Stale: 

PETITIONS,  ETC. 

Mr.WHITE  presented  joint  resolutions  adopted 
by  the  Legislature  of  Indiana,  instructing  the 
Senators  ond  requesting  the  Representatives  from 
that  Slate  to  vote  for  and  use  their  influence  lo 
procure  the  passage  of  a  law  refunding  to  Gen- 
eral Andrew  JackSon  the  fine  imposed  on  him  at 
New  Orleans,  in  1815,  by  Judge  Hall;  and  lo  vote 
against  any  proposition  or  bill  which  may  be  in- 
troduced to  Congress  to  assume  the  Stale  debts 
by  the  Qcneral  Governmeni,  or  the  adoption  of 
what  is  generally  known  as  William  Cost  John- 
son's plan  for  pay  ins;  lhe*Statc  debts,  or  in  any 
manner  further  to  distribute  the  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands. 

Mr.  W.  observed,  that  in  presenting  these  joint 
resolutions,  he  \#nuld  avail  himself  of  that  occa- 
sion to  say  a  few  words  on  the  question  of  the 
right  of  instruction.  He  was  clearly  and  conclu- 
sively convinced  that  the  legislative  body  was  not 
the  organ  of  the  will  of  the  State  which  he  repre- 
sented. He  was  ever  ready  to  obey  the  mandates 
of  the  Legislature,. if  it  could  be  conclusively 
shown  that  it  represented  the  will  of  the  people; 
but,  constituted  as  it  was  by  the  recent  election, 
he  was  not  prepared  to  obey  those  mandates.  In 
reference  to  the  three  various  subjects  upon  which 
himself  and  his  colleagues  had  been  instructed  to 
vote;  he  had  nothing  to  say  as  to  the  propriety  or 
impropriety  of  the  fine  imposed  upon  General 
Jackson.  Thai  was  a  mere  matter  of  political  dis- 
cussion, into,which  he  did  not  wish,  at  that  lime, 
lo  enter.  The  mere  restoration  of  Ihe  money  did 
not,  in  itself,  involve  any  question  of  principle  in 
the  legislative  branch  of  his' State.  He  had  voted 
agninsi  the  bill  once;  and  he  now  look  this  op- 
portunity to  say  that  he  had  voted  against  it  in 
consequence  of  the  ungracious  mnnncf  in  which 
it  had  lieen  brought  forward,  and  the  political  as- 
pect which  it  hud  assumed;  not  from  any  desire 
10  refuse  justice  to  a  brave  and  honorable  man. 

There  remained  one  more  topic — the  most  im- 
portant of  the  three.  This  was,  the  instructions 
wlitch  he  had  received  to  vote  against  any  appro- 
priation of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  for 
the  purpose  of  internal  improvement.  In  this 
matter  he  took  issue  with  the  Legislature  of  his 
State.  He  would  state  the  interest  which  Indi- 
ana had  in  these  appropriations.  That  Stale  had 
done  a  great  deal,  in  addition  to  the  assumption 
of  her  own  proper  burden,  fur  the  benefit  of  the 
country.  She  had,  in  the  completion  of  the  Ohio 
canal,  expended  millions  of  dollars.  She  had 
nearly  connected,  by  a  canal,  the  Wabash  river 
with  the  Ohio — a  work  which  now  support^  a 
commerce  scarcely  second  to  that  of  the  great 
Ohio  canal.  Site  had  constructed  a  canal  lo  the 
valley  of  While-water,  which  is  to  be  extended 
still  furiher,  and  which  will  be  finished  in  a  short 
lime.  One  branch  of  this  canal  led  to  Lawrence- 
burg,  and  another  lo  Cincinnati.  In  addition  to 
that,  she  had  expended  $40,000,000  on  other 
works.  All  this  Indiana  had  done  for  the  com- 
merce of  Ihe  country;  and  in  executing  these 
works,  she  had  been  compelled  to  cdnlract  debts 
— ten  or  eleven  millions  in  all — which  she  had 
not  yet  been  able  lo  meet,  but  which  she  bad 
every  prospect  of  speedily  liquidating.  The  State 
of  Indiana  was  pledged  and  plighted  to  the  distri- 
bution of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands.  Was 
it  in  the  power  of  the  Legislature  to  give  suitable 
instructions  in  reference  to  this  subject.' 

He  had  only  to  say  that  he  apprehended  tlie 
question  of  the  disbursement  of  proceeds  of  the 
public  lands  would  not  be  a  question  to  be  voted 
upon  during  the  present  session  of  Congress.  It 
was  now  innuiiius,  and,BO  far  as  he  knew,  there 
was  no  disposition  among  any  parties  to  refer  to 
the  subject  at  the  present  se.s8ion.  He  should 
vote  upon  it  at  another  time;  and  it  was  enough 

i  for  him  to  say  that,  in  his  humble  opinion,  be- 
fore that  day  woul3  come,  another  L(?gisUiure  of 

I  Indiana  would  reverse  these  instructions,  and  he 
would  not  be  driven  to  the  disagreeable  necessity 
of  disobeying  them.  Not  all  the  power  of  any 
Legislature  could  prevent  him  from  arguing  a 
question,  and  acting  upon  it  in  accordance  with 
those  arguments.    With  the  greatest  respect  for 


the  Legislature  of  the  State  which  be,  in  part, 
represented,  he  had  presented  these  resolutions, 
disclaiming,  in  the  first  place,  their  right  of  in- 
struction upon  the  subject  of  General  Jackson's 
fine;  in  the  second  place,  assuming  that  no  such 
proposition  as  that  of  the  Johnson  plan  could  be 
a  legitimate  subject  of  legislation;  and  thirdly, 
firmly  convinced  that  the  Legislature  had  mis- 
taken its  pohcy  in  regard  to  the  distribution  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands. 

The  resolutions  having  been  read,  were  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  W.  also  presented  four  several  memorials 
from  citizens  of  Indiana  and  Ohio,  praying  a 
grant  of  land  in  the  old  Vineennes  district,  for  the 
extension  of  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal  to  the 
Ohio  river;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  BATES  presented  a  petition  from  a  num- 
ber of  ciiizens'of  Northampton,  Massachusetts, 
praying  for  a  reduction  of  the  rales  of  postage; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads, 

Also,  resolutions  adopted  by  the  Legislature  of 
Massachusetts,  on  the  subject  of  American  claims 
for  spoliations  committed  by  the  French  prior  to 
1800,  nnd  urging  upon  Congress  the  propriety  of 
making  indemnity;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  and  ordered  tu 
Lc  primed. 

Also,  resolutions  adopted  by  the  Legislature  of 
Massachusetts,  remonstrating  against  the  annex- 
ation of  Texas  lo  the  ITniled  Stales;  which  were 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Also,  a  resolution  adopted  by  the  Legislature 
of  Massachusetts,  instructing  the  Senators  and 
requesting  the  Representatives  from  that  State  to 
vote  for  such  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution 
as  will  allow  only  free  persons  to  be  represented; 
or  in  other  words,  lo  abrogate  slave  representa- 
tion. The  following  resolution  proposing  the 
amendment  was  read,  as  follows: 

Re$oleeJ.  That  the  followjiig  amendment  to  the  Constl. 
tulioil  of  the  United  States  is  hereby  recommended  to  lbs 
consideration  of  Congress,  to  he  acted  on  according  to  ths 
finh  ariicle.  The  third  clause  of  the  second  section  of  the 
first  ariicle  shall  read  in  the  words  following:  Represenin- 
Uvea  and  direct  tnies  shall  be  apportioned  anioiig  the  »»v- 
eml  Slates  which  are  or  may  be  inclutted  within  this  Union, 
accordih^  to  their  respective  numbers  of  free  persons,  ex- 
cluding Indians  not  uxed.  The  actual  enumeration  shall 
be  made  within  two  years  IVom  ilie  date  of  the  adoption  of 
this  aniendmeiit,  in  tjie  manner  provided  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, nnd  within  every  subsequent  term  of  ten  years  in  such 
manner  ai  the  Congress  shall  by  law  direct.  The  number 
of  RepresentaUvea  shall  not  exceed  one  for  every  thirty 
thousand,  buleacli  Sute  shall  have  at  least  one  Repreaeul- 
ative. 

Mr.  KING  said  he  could  but  regret  that  it  bad 
become  the  duty  of  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Massachusetts  to  present'  to  the  Senate  of  the 
United  Slates  a  proposition  of  the  Legislature  of 
his  State  to  dissolve  the  Union.  Was  there  a 
man  within  the  hearing  of  his  voice  that  believed, 
for  one  moment,  that  such  an  amendment  could 
be  made;  and  if  it  could  be,  by  any  possibility, 
that  the  Federal  Governmeni  would  last  for  twen- 
ty-four hours  after  it  was  made.  It  is  a  resolu- 
tion framed  almost  identically  like  that  which  hod 
been  concocted  by  the  inhabitants  of  Massachu- 
setu  in  another  period  in  the  history  of  this  Gov- 
ernment. It  is  such  as  was,  during  the  late  war, 
passed  by  the  Hartford  convention;  when  a  set 
of— he  would  not  now  characterize  them — who, 
finding  the  United  Slates  engaged  in  a  war  to 
which  they  were  opposed,  threw  every  obstacle 
in  the  way  of  its  successful  prosecution.  They 
met  together  to  embarrass  tlie  GoTernment,  ana 
passed  resolutions,  one  of  which  was  precisely 
similar  to  this  resolution.  That  the  General  As- 
sembly of  Massachusetts  should  take  up  one  of 
those  resolutions,  after  so  many  attempU  to  ex- 
plain them  away,  and  gel  clear  of  the  odium  con- 
nected with  them,  and  to  adopt  its  very  words, 
showed  a  feeling  of  hostility  to  an  institution, 
which,  if  persisted  in,  was  calculated  to  sap  the 
very  foundations  of  the  Government  itself.  He 
regretted— he  could  not  but  regret,  as  an  Ameri- 
ican  citizen — that  the  citizens  of  the  South  could 
not  be  permitted  to  repose  in  the  security  which 
they  supposed  themselves  to  have,  under  the 
Consiiiuiion  of  the  country.  He  repeated,  that 
every  effort  of  this  kind  was  calculated  to  snap 
asunder  the  bonds  of  this  Union.  There  are  too 
many  cases  of  this  kind,  having  •  tendency  to 
weaken  the  Union,  by  creating  unkind  feelings 
between  two  sections.    Every  such  effort  cannot 
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fail  to  alienate  Mill  more  those  who  now  believe 
themselvea  to  be  oppressirely  and  unjustly  treated. 
He  said  that  he  trusted  in  God  lha\  all  such  un- 
holy efforts  against  the  union  of  the  country 
might  be  defeated.  The  Qovernment  was  in- 
tended to  protect  and  guard  the  interests  of  all 
sections;  and,  in  framing  the  Constitution  of  the 
land,  those  patriotic  fathers  who  modeled  that 
instrument  looked  to  the  Interests  of  the  whole; 
and  this  incendiary  movement,  whether  it  came 
from  the  Legislature  of  a  State,  or  from  individ- 
ual fanatics,  deserved  not  only  the  condemnation, 
but  the  execration,  of  every  man  devoted  to  the 
permanent  existence  of  this  Government.  He 
would  not  refrain  from  expressing  his  abhorrence 
of  such  a  proposition,  come  from  whatever  quar- 
ter it  might.  Was  Massachusetts  desirous  to 
dissolve  the  Government?  It  so  appeared;  for 
she  seemed  to  feel  that  there  was  contamination 
by  the  union  which  existed  between  the  two  sec- 
tions of  the  country.  He  would  not  give  way 
to  the  feelings  excited  in  his  breast  by  the  effort 
thus  made  to  destroy  the  Government  of  the 
country. 

Mr.  BATES  said  he  had  no  desire  to  begin  a 
discussion  on  this  subject,  and  therefore  suggested 
to  the  Senate  that  they  be  laid  on  the  table.  As 
the  resolutions  had  keen  referred  in  the  other 
Hotifie  to  a  special  committee,  he  wished  no  fur- 
ther order  upon  them  than  to  have  them  laid  upon 
the  table.  Being  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of 
his  Slate,  he  felt  that  it  was  incumbent  on  him  to 
present  them  in  a  proper  manner.  So  far  from- 
naving  a  wish  to  excite  discussion,  his  purpose 
was  to  avoid  it.  He  therefore  moved  to  lay  the 
resolution  on  the  table;  which  motion  prevailed 
by  a  vote  of  the  Senate,  As  it  was  the  ordinary 
courtesy  due  to  a  State,  he  had  no  doubt  that  the 
Senate  would  ngree  to  their  being  printed. 

The  CHAIR  remarked  that  noobjeciion  having 
been  made  to  the  motion  to  lay  the  resolutions 
on  the  table,  as  was  usual,  they  were  considered 
as  received;  but  as  objection  was  raised,  the  first 
question  would  be  on  the  reception  of  the  resolu- 
tions. 

Mr.  SEVIER  said  he  objected  to  the  reception 
of  the  Tesolutions;  and  as  the  small  States  in  that 
body  were  on  an  equal  fooling  with  the  large,  no 
injustice  could  be  done.  On  resolutions  of  a  sim- 
ilar character,  (he  believed  from  Vermont,)  two 
years  since,  the  same  question  was  made. 

The  CHAIR  again  slated  the  question;  which, 
he  said,  would  be  on  the  reception  of  the  resolu- 
tions. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  expressed  a  hope  that 
there  would  be  no  objection  to  their  reception.  He 
hoped  his  friend  from  Alabama  would  withdraw 
Ills  objeclinn. 

Mr.  KING  said  heliad  made  none  to  their  re- 
ception. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  was  of  that  opinion.  He 
expressed  a  hope  that  the  Senator  from  Arkansas 
would  withdraw  his  objection. 

Mr.  SEVIER  was  of  the  impression  that  a  sim- 
ilar motion  was  once  made  in  the  case  of  resolu- 
tions from  the  Legislature  of  Vermont. 

Mr.  MERRICK  said  the  Senator  from  Arkan- 
sas was  mistaken.  The  idea  was  suggested;  but, 
as  the  resolutions  catne  from  a  State,  tne  question 
of  reception  was  not  raised. 

Mr.  SEVIER  withdrew  his  objection. 

The  resolutions  were  received,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table;  and  the  question  on  printing  was 
still  pending. 

Mr.  BAGBY  wished  to  notify  the  Senate  that 
he  had  no  idea,  here  or  elsewhere,  of  mixing  up 
the  question  of  the*  right  of  petition  with  another 
question  having  no  connection  with  it.  He  knew 
that  every  expedient  which  human  ingenuity 
could  devise  had  been  resorted  to  for  the  purpose 
of  bringing  this  qnestion  before  both  Houses  of 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  It  was  in  vain 
for  those  who  had  ears  to  hear,  and  eyes  to  see, 
to  pretend  to  be  deaf  or  blind  to  these  devices. 
What  was  the  object  to  be  accomplished  by  these 
resolutions.'  Was  it  not  the  identical  object  that 
had  been  stated  and  presented  in  a  thousand  other 
forms?  He  concurred  with  his  honorable  col- 
league in  the  follyof  the  views  expressed  in  them; 
but  there  was  one  point  upon  which  he  differed 
from  him.  He  did  not  regret  the  introduction  of 
this  subject  here;  on  the  contrary,  he  had,  through 
a  lot)g  course  of  years,  regretted  the  disposition 
manifested  in  both  Hotises  (o  dodge  this  ques- 
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tion.  He  was  not  averse  to  meeting  it.  And,  if 
the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  thought  proper 
to  lay  the  ax  at  the  very  root  of  the  principle 
which  sustained  our  institutions,  upon  it  let  all 
the  responsibility  rest. 

He  wished  to  know  from  the  Chair  what  would 
become  of  the  question  of  printing,  if  the  resolu- 
tions were  laid  on  the  table.'  Did  that  question 
also  lie  on  the  table?  or  were  Senators  called  upon, 
by  a  grave  act  of  that  body,  to  give  circulation  to 
resolutions  adopted  by  the  General  Assembly  of 
Massachusetts,  the  very  character  of  which  was 
seditious  and  incendiary?  Were  they  called  upon 
to  send  to  their  respective  States  resolutions, 
printed  by  the  Senate,  asking  for  the  accomplish- 
ment of  that  very  act  which  every  man  south 
of  Mason  and  Dixon's  line,  and  every  patriot 
throughout  the  country,  had  been  laboring  for 
years  to  prevent?  He  again  asked  what  became 
of  the  question  of  printing? 

The  CHAIR  replied  that  the  sense  of  the  Sen- 
ate would  have  to  be  taken  on  the  motion  to  print. 

Mr.  BAGBY  said  that  the  whole  matter  had 
burst  upon  him  like  a  clap  of  thunder  in  a  clear 
sky.  Without  giving  any  expression  to  his  feel- 
ings, or  speaking  more  strongly  than  he  had 
spoken, on  the  subject  of  printing,  he  would  not 

fiublish  treason  against  the  rights  and  interests  of 
lis  constituents,  let  it  come  fi-om  what  quarter  it 
might.  No.act  of  his,  however,  shpuld  ever  vote 
to  exclude  this  subject  from  full  and  free  discus- 
sion. We  had  rights  secured  to  us  by  the  God  of 
nature — rights  secured  to  us  by  the  Constitution; 
and  these  rights  he  was,  at  all  times,  ready  and 
willing  to  discuss. 

Mr.  EVANS  said,  if  there  was  going  to  be  fur- 
ther discussion  on  these  resolutions,  he  would 
move  to  postpone  the  question  of  printing.  He 
would,  however,  withdraw  the  motion,  if  Sena- 
tors would  (lermit  the  question  to  be  taken. 

The  question  now  being  on  ordering  the  reso- 
lution to  be  printed — 

Mr.  BAGBY  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered ;  and  the  question  on  printing 
being  put,  resulted — yeas  14,  nays  i26i  as  follows; 
YEA3— M<!»»r».  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Boyard.ChiMte, 
Clnylon,  Crittenden,  Eraiia,  Miller,  Mnntiiiiiid,  Porter  of 
Mjchiffiin.  Upliam,  Wltile.  ai>d  Wnudbridge— 14. 

NAYH— McDirs.  Allen,  AicIiIkom,  AUienon,  nnfby,  Ben- 
ton, Berrien.  Breetie,  Bucliannn,  I'Dlquitt,  Fnirtleld,  Fulton, 
Haywood,  HpndfriEon,  Huger,  Jnmsgin,  Kins,  McDuffie, 
Ma'ii;!uin,  Merrick,  Itivrci,  Seniple,  Sevier,  Sturgeoa,  Tap- 
pun,  Woodlmry,  and  VVrigUi— 36. 

So  the  Senate  refused  to  have  the  resolutions 
printed.  , 

Mr.  CLAYTON  presented  a  memorial  from 
Lieutenant  Alonzo  B.  Davis,  a  lieutenant  in  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States,  praying  to  be  allowed 
compensation  for  duties  performed,  while  con- 
nected with  the  exploring  expedition,  above  the 
grade  which  he  held  in  the  Navy;  which  wos  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  BAYARD  presented  a  petition  from  C. 
W.  Dennisnn,  editor  of  the  Sheet 'A  nchor,  a  paper 
devoted  to  the  moral  improvement  of  the  Navy, 
praying  that  the  naval  library  fund  may  be  so  in- 
crenseifas  to  permit  him  to  distribute  at  least  five 
hundred  copies  of  this  work  among  the  receiving 
ships  and  navy-yardsof  the  United  States;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Keith,  of  New  York,  asking  for  a  pension  for  rev- 
olutionary services;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  presented  a  petition  from 
John  Chew,  praying  for  an  increase  of  salary  as 
surveyor  of  the  port  of  Havre  de  Grace,  Mary- 
land; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  two  memorials 
from  citizens  of^  Crawford  county,  Pennsylvania, 
asking  for  a  reduction  in  the  rates  of  postage; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads.  I 

Mr.  ATHERTON  presented  a  petition  from  | 
Hezekiah  Hamlet,  a  revolutionary  soldier,  pray- 
ing for  a  pension;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Revolutionary  Pensions. 

WILLIAM  MORROW. 

Mr,  WOODBRl  DGB  asked  leave  to  withdraw 
from  the  files  the  petition  and  papers  of  William 
Morrow,  of  Washington  city,  asking  indemnity 
for  a  violation  of  his  contract. 

Mr.  KING  remarked  that  there  was  a  resolu- 


tion in  existence  which  forbade  the  taking  of  the 
original  popersfrom  the  files; and  required,  where 
application  was  made  for  them,  that  copies  only 
should  be  furnished.  He  stated  the  bad  effect  of 
permitting  the  original  papera  to  be  taken  away. 
Frequently  claims  were  rejected ;  and  after  the  pa- 
pers were  withdrawn, and  the  case  presented  again, 
It  was  in  a  new  form,  and  the  grounds  on  which' 
they  were  first  rejected  could  not  be  seen.  Hence 
the  opinion  which  had  been  frequently  expressed 
on  that  floor  thot  claims  increased  in  value  as 
tliey  increased  in  age.  He  did  not  desire  to  throw 
any  obstacle  in  the  way  of  withdrawing  the  pa- 
pers in  this  particular  case,  but  wished  the  Sen- 
ate cither  to  adhere  to  its  rule  or  abolish  it  alto- 
gether. 

After  a  few  remarks  by  Messra.  WOOD- 
BRIDQEand  TAPPAN,  on  the  propriety  of  sub- 
mitting a  motion  authorizing  the  Secretary  to  have 
a  copy  of  the  papers  made,  the  subject  was 
dropped. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED.     ' 

Mr.  BREESE,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to 
improve  the  navigation  of  the  Upper  Mississippi 
river;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  BAYARD,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  pro- 
viding for  the  establishment  of  schools  of  instruc- 
tion in  the  naval  service  ot  the  United  States; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee oo  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  ATCHISON, Yrora  the  select  committee 
on  the  subject,  reported  back.without  amendment, 
the  bill  to  encourage  the  settlement  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  Oregon. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD,  from  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  to  which  had  been  referred  the 
memorials  of  the  Tradegar  company  fur  casting 
cannon,  and  William  N.  Ivcy,  a  cutter  of  timber 
for  the  Navy,  asking  fur  an  extension  of  their 
contracts,  reported  a  bill  to  afford  relief  to  cer- 
tain contractora  of 'the  Government  therein  de- 
scribed; which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  BERRIEN,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  which  was  referred  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  subject,  re- 
ported a  bill  directing  the  immediate  disposition 
of  certain  unclaimed  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise, seized  because  they  were  illegally  imported 
into  the  United  States;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  a  second  reading. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 
On  motiqn  of  Mr.  FULTON,  it  was 
Ori<«rnl,  That  the  petilinn  and  papers  of  John  D.  Gib- 
son,  praying  to  be  allowed,  in  the  »euletnent  of  his  sc- 
cotniid,  a  coininiApion  on  certain  disbursemeiiu  as  parser, 
be  taken  Troni  the  Rles  of  ibe  Senate  and  referred  to  tb« 
Cooiiniuee  on  Nsval  AfTairs. 

REDUCTION  OP  POSTAGE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JARNAGIN,  it  was 
JDrderedt  That  one  thousand  copies  of  the  bill  iniroduced 
yesterday  by  Mr.  Mbriuck,  regulating  the  races  of  posuge 
and  reslrictiiig  the  fnnikiug  privilege,  bo  printed  for  dlstibo- 
tion. 

THE  COMPROMISE  ACT. 

Mr.  EVANS  moved  that  the  Senate  proceed 
to  the  consideration  of  the  unfinished  business  of 
Friday,  being  the  resolution  reported  from  the 
Committee  on  Finance  for  the  indefinite  post- 
ponement of  the  bill  introduced  by  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  McDdfkii;,]  to  reduce 
gradually  the  rates  of  duties  under  the  present 
tariff  to  the  standard  of  the  compromise  act — 
that  is,  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  twenty  per  cent. 

Mr.  EVANS,  in  continuation  of  his  remarks  of 
yesterday,  addressed  the  Senate  for  three  hours. 
After  enumerating  the  points  in  the  speech  of  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina,  which  he  had  an- 
swered already,  he  proceeded  to  the  next  topic — 
the  assertion  of  that  Senator  that  the  tariff  law 
of  1842  hod  increased  the  burdens  of  the  people 
by  adding  largely  to  taxation  and  operating  un- 
equally and  onerously  on  moat  sections  of  the 
country  and  benefitting  a  favored  class.  Now, 
he  denied  both  the  premises  and  (he  conclusion. 
He  denied  the  assumption'that  a  duty  on  foreign 
manufactures,  which  should  raise  them  in  price, 
would  have  tlie  effect  of  enhancing  the  price  of 
domestic  manufactured.  He  insisted  (hat  directly 
the  contrary  would  happen.  He  did  not  care  how 
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plausible  the  theory  might  be,  it  was  OTerthrown 
by  experience  and  facts.  He  referred  to  various 
statistical  tables,  with  a  view  of  showing  that, 
since  the  law  of  1843  had  come  into  operation, 
the  prices  of  domestic  manufactures  had  come 
down. 

The  effect  of  a  low  duty,  or  license  to  bring 
foreign  manufactures  into  the  country,  in  direct 
competition  with  domestic  manufactures,  would 
ultimately,  be  to  raise  prices  higher  than  they  had 
been  before ;  because,  then ,  the  competition  would 
be  between  foreign  capitalists  and  home  capital- 
ists— whichever  had  the  moat  means  would  break 
down  the  other.  Now,  in  such  a  competition,  no 
one  could  doubt  that  the  British  capitalists,  with 
their  facilities  for  obtaining  money  at  two  or  three 
per  oeot.,  and  the  cheapness  of  the  labor  they 
can  obtain,  would  very  soon  bring  the  competi- 
tion to  a  close,  by  driving  the  home  manufacturer 
out  of  the  market.  The  market  would  then  be 
at  the  mercy  of  the  foreign  manufacturers;  aad 
the  country  would  have  to  depend  on  their  caprice 
for  tKeir  supplies,  which,  at  their  pleasure,  they 
could  increase  or  diminish  in  such  manner  as  to 
force  the  consumers  to  pay  whatever  prices  they 
demanded.  The  moment  they  had  obtained  pos- 
session of  the  market,  they  would  raise  prices, 
■o  as  to  reimburse  them  all  ihey  had  lost  by  com- 
petition, and  would  keep  vIp  those  prices,  by 
making  the  supply  barely  equal  to  the  demand. 

He  contended  that  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina  was  no  less  mistaken  in  his  idea  that 
the  opening  of  this  market  freely  or  to  a  large 
extent  to  the  foreign  manufacture  would  have  the 
effect  which  he  so  strenuously  desired — that  of- 
increasing  the  exports  of  cotton  to  the  same  ex- 
tent and  value  as  the  increase  of  imports;  for 
be  argued  the  goods  sent  here  by  the  British 
manufacturers  would  not  be  made  of  American 
cbtton  exclusively,  as  it  was  very  well  known 
that  the  cotton  of  Sorat,  India,  and  other  places, 
■was  mixed  with  American  cotton  by  them — al- 
though it  was  of  a  coarser  and  far  more  inferior 
Soality — because  it  was  cheaper.  But  why  would 
>e  Senator  prefer  selling  a  less  quantity  of  his 
cotton,  and  at  a  less  price,  to  the  British  manu- 
facturers, for  goods  to  be  consumed  by  American 
citizens,  to  selling  a  full  quantity  to  the  domestic 
manufacturers  at  a  better  ptice?  for  such  he  in- 
sisted would  be  the  consequence  of  carrying  out 
in  pntclice  the  Senator's  theories.  And  did  he 
not  see  that  by  selling  to  the  home  manuTacturer 
and  keeping  out  the  foreign  manufacturer,  Amer- 
ican labor  would  be  beneficially  employed  instead 
of  foreign  labor;  and  that,  besides  enabling  the 
home  manufacturer  to  supply  ihi  home  market, 
he  would  be  enabled  to  do  more — to  become  an 
exporter  of  manufactured  cotton  goods,  thereby 
increasing  the  domestic  consumption  of  Ameri- 
can-grown cotton } 

He  insisted  that  the  foreign  manufacturers 
would  not  so  anxiously  desire  a  reduction  of  the 
tariff  of  this  country,  if  they  did  not  know  that, 
in  such  event,  they  would  have  a  chance  of  taking 
the  market  out  of  the  hands  of  the  domestic  man- 
ufacturers. On  the  same  principle,  the  tobacco 
growers  of  this  country  were  sending  agents,  at 
^reat  expense,  to  Europe,  with  a  view  of  obtain- 
ing a  reduction  of  the  foreign  tariff  against  tobac- 
co, because  they  know  tliat  they  could  largely 
extend  the  growth  of  tobacco  here,  and  obtain 
fairer  prices  for  the  production  of  their  soil. 

The  Senator's  idea  seemed  a  strange  one,  that 
by  puuin?  on  such  a  duty  as  would  admit 
110,000,000  of  foreign  manufactures  in  competi- 
tion with  (40,600,00b  of  domestic  manufactures, 
the  price  of  the  (40,000,000  would  be  raised  as 
much  aa  the  duty  on  the  (10,000,000  enhanced 
the  cost  here,  duty  paid.  Would  there  not  be 
150,000,000  to  supply  the  consumers  instead  of 
140,000,000?  and  was  it  likely  that,  with  a  more 
abandant  supply  in  the  market,  the  purchaser 
would  give  higher  prices?  Did  not  every  old  wo- 
man, who  brought  her  pound  of  butter  to  market, 
know  that  if  she  wanted  a  high  price,  it  was  not 
to  a  market  abundantly  supplied  she  should  bring 
it,  but  to  a  market  where  the  supply  fell  short? 

If  ow,  one  of  the  good  effecU  or  the  act  of  1842, 
was  to  settle  the  market-^to  put  an  end  to  that 
uncertainty  which  created  fluctuations  of  prices. 
Manufacturers,  knowing  what  they  had  todepend 
upon,  could  renew  their  efforts,  engage  more 
largely  and  with  smaller  profits  in  business,  and 
proauce  their  fabrics  at  less  cost;  so  that  they 


could  afford  to  reduce  prices  and  fully  meet  the 
demand  by  a  regular  and  full  supply.  This  was 
what  the  friends  of  the  tariff  law  anticipated ;  and) 
whether  by  the  operation  of  that  law  or  not — 
whether  admitted  or  denied  to  be  from  that  cause 
— the  fact  was  undeniable,  that  the  result  has 
justified  the  anticipation;  for  business  is  more 
prosperous  than  ever,  and  prices  are  growing 
cheaper  without  the  producer  being  injured  by 
the  reduction. 

Another  thing  that  resulted  from  these  causes 
was,  that  the  home  demand  for  agricultural  pro- 
ductions was  increased  as  the  operative  in  manu- 
factories increased  in  the  ability  to  become  con- 
sumers. The  agricultural  producers  were  actually 
beginning  already  to  feel  the  beneficial  effects  of 
the  tariff  law  of  1843.  The  Senator  from  South 
Carolina  did  not  take  into  consideration  all  this; 
because  he  confined  himself  to  the  effect,  as  he 
supposed,  of  the  tariff  law  on  the  capitalists  alone 
engaged  in  domestic  manufactures.  Their  profits 
he  thought  enormous,  as  if  the  operatives  did  not 
share  in  those  profits,  and,  by  doing  so,  were  not 
enabled  to  become  themselves  a  very  numerous 
body  of  consumers  of  agricultural  productions. 

Now,  he  insisted  that  the  data  from  which  the 
Senator  drew  his  inference  that  the  profits  of 
manufactures  were  now  thirtv-five  per  cent., 
could  not  at  all  be  relied  on.  'the  loose  manner 
in  which  the  census  of  1840  was  taken  ought  to 
have  admonished  him  of  this.  How  much  more 
rational  it  would  have  been  for  the  Senator  to 
select  individual  establishments,  and  inquire  into 
the  actual  profits.  >  Had  he  done  this,  he  would 
have  found  that,  instead  of  forty  or  thirty-five 
per  cent,  dividends,  they  were  not  making  over 
twelve  per  cent.  Instances  might  be  found  in 
which  establishments  that  cost  vast  sums  had 
been  broken  down  by  the  low  lariff  of  1841 ,  or  the 
causes  which  deranged  all  the  business  of  the 
country  in  18.37-38,  and  had  been  subsequently 
sold  by  auction,  or  at  sheriff's  sale,  for  a  fraction 
of  what  they  cost;  and  in  such  cases  the  advant- 
age to  the  possessors  enabled  them  to  make 
larger  dividends.  But  if  the  original  capital  sunk 
in  those  establishments,  together  with  the  cap- 
ital now  keeping  them  in  operation,  were  consid- 
ered conjointly,  their  apparent  large  dividends 
would  be  found  not  to  exceed  the  dividends  on 
every  other  branch  of  business.  Such  profits  as 
the  Senator  imagined  were  derived  from  manu- 
factures could  not  Ions  exist.  It  was  not  a  secret 
that  could  be  kept.  The  moment  it  was  known, 
melt  of  capital  and  enterprise  would  be  found 
ready  to  rush  into  the  same  business;  and  would 
contmue  to  do  so  till  the  competition  would  bring 
profits  down  to  the  average  profits  of  every  other 
kind  of  business. 

Mr.  E.  next  proceeded  to  consider  the  manu- 
facturing capacity  of  England,  with  a  view  of 
showing  that  her  great  and  chief  object  was  to 
supply  her  own  homo  demand.  He  referred  to 
statistical  tables,  in  which  he  found  that  the  man- 
ufactures of  England  amount  annually  to  about 
^^173,136,316,  (nearly  (865,000,000.)  Of  this, 
cotton  fabrics  amounted  to  <£52,000,000  sterling, 
((760,000,000.) 

Of  the  whole  products  of  England,  (.ifl 73,000,- 
000  sterling,)  ^126,000,000  are  consumed  within 
the  kingdom  itself,  and  Only  <f47,000,000  ex- 
ported. 

Of  the  ^52,000,000  of  cotton  fabrics  manufac- 
tured in  Great  Britain,  .^f38,000,000  are  consumed 
within  the  kingdom,andoniy  .f34,000,000export- 
ed.  Now  what  proportion  of  this  .£52,000,000 
would  be  affected  by  prohibiting  the  exports  of 
England  to  this  market  of  (10,000,000  worth  of 
cotton  goods,  as  supposed  by  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina?  "ren  million  dollars  is  about 
^,000,000  sterling,  or  four  per  cent,  on  the  whole 
quantity  of  cotton  goods  made  in  Great  Britain. 
Would  the  prohibition  of  this  four  per  cent,  of 
British  manufactures  disable  Britisn  manufac- 
tusers  from  buying  American  cottons?  Would 
it  have  any  serious  effect  at  all  upon  prices  in 
England  ? 

As  to  the  prices  of  cotton,  Mr.  E.  referred  to 
the  late  price  current  of  New  Orleans,  to  show 
that  the  price  of  raw  cotton  now  was  considera- 
bly more — in  some  instances  over  eighty  per  cent, 
higher — than  in  the  corresponding  months  of  last 
year.  He  quoted  these  prices  at  large,  and  con- 
trasted them  with  the  prices  of  last  year,  in  some 
qualities  from  four  cents  to  seven  and  tliree  quar- 


ters, and  others  from  five  and  three  eighths  to 
eight  and  one  half— some  from  seven  to  nine — 
averaging  between  fifty  and  sixty  per  cent,  ad- 
vance. All  this  he  attributed  to  the  increased 
consumption  by  American  manufacturers.  The 
price,  he  insisted,  was  at  this  moment  higher  in 
New  York  for  bale  cotton  than  in  Liverpool. 
But  instead  of  the  lowness  of  price  in  Liverpool 
being  in  consequence  of  the  limitation  of  imports, 
it  was  owing  to  the  stock  on  hand  being  so  large 
that  no  further  supply  was  required  for  four 
months.  The  year's  consumption  was  estimated 
at  one  million  six  hundred  thousand  bales;  but 
there  was  an  over-stock  on  hand,  from  former 
years,  of  five  hundred  thousand  bales,  and  this 
occasioned  the  depression  of  prices.  The  cotton 
crop  of  the  nnitedStates  yielded  about  two  mil- 
lion bales.  The  consumption  in  Enelaod  being 
one  million  six  hundred  thousand,  left  for  the 
comsumption  of  this  country  four  hundred  thou- 
sand; of  which  three  hundred  thousand  was  con- 
sumed by  the  manufacturers  north  and  east  of 
Pennsylvania. 

In  conclusion,  he  alluded  to  the  discontent  of 
South  Carolina  as  being  unreasonable;  because 
she  could  not  now,  as  formerly,  obtain  sixteen 
cents  a  pound  for  her  cotton.  She  had  now  to 
compete  with  new  States,  such  as  Tennessee,  Al- 
abama, Mississippi,  possessing  a  vastly  superior 
soil,  and  more  genial  climate.  She  could  not,  with 
her  poorer  soil,  worn  out  by  long  cropping,  ex- 
pect to  stand  that  competition  long.  The  lime 
might  come,  when  she  and  Georgia  would  be 
compelled  by  this  competition  of  younger,  more 
fertile  and  vigoroas  Stales,  to  change  their  indus- 
try to  something  else.  Should  they  go  to  manu- 
facturers, he  would  rejoice  at  it.  He  wished  to 
see  them  spread  all  over  the  Union.  Already  too 
large  a  portion  of  the  population  was  employed 
in  agriculture;causingover  production.  It  would 
be  better  to  divert  some  part  of  this  industry  into 
other  channels. 

He  could  tell  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina, 
that  his  wish  that  his  State  should  beleft  to  her- 
self could  not  be  accomplished.  She  was  a-part- 
ner  in  this  Union,  and  had  entered  into  a  com- 
pact for  a  general  eovernmenl,  from  which  she 
could  not  now  be  allowed  to  retire. 

Mr.  E.  apologized  for  the  time  he  had  occupied; 
and  regretted  that  he  could  not  more  fully  and 
satisfactorily,  at  this  time,  answer  every  argu- 
ment of  the  Senatorfrom  South  Carolina.  Should 
another  opportunity  occur  this  session,  he  would 
be  prepared  to  do  so. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  then  obtained  the  floor;  but 
it  being  late,  (four  o'clock,) 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McDUFFIE,  the  Senate 
then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturday,  January  23, 1844. 
Thie  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  moved  that  the  rulea 
of  the  House  be  suspended,  in  order  that  commit- 
tees might  be  called  for  reports. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  hoped  the  suspension  of 
the  rules  would  be  limited  to  the  morning  hour. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLl,  assented  to  the  limit- 
ation, and  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Indiana,  from  the  Committee 
of  Claims,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Cornelius  Bogard;  which  was  laid  upon 
the  table. 

Mr.  HOLMES,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  a  resolution  authorizing  that  com- 
mittee to  employ  a  clerk. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  suggested  that  the  rate  of  com- 

Eensation  should  be  fixed,  and  that  there  shoald 
e  a  limitation  of  time. 

Mr.  HOLMES  modified  the  resolution  by  in- 
serting "at  four  dollars  a  day."  And  the  ques- 
tion being  taken  on  the  resolution  as  modified,  the 
vote  was — 50  in  the  affirmative,  and  42  in  the  neg- 
ative; no  quorum  voting. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  moved  a  further  amendment, 
that  all  standing  committees  be  permitted,  if  they 
deem  it  necessary,  to  employ  clerks. 

The  amendment  was  rejected — yeas  48,  nays 
70. 

Mr.  E^MER  moved  to  amend  the  resolution 
by  inserting  "not  exceeding  thirty  days." 
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Mr.  HOLMES  moved  to  strike  out  thirty,  and 
insert  sixty. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  nega- 
tived—yeas 53,  nays  63. 

Mr.  Elmer's  amendment  was  then  adopted- 
ayes  ninety-fire,  noes  not  counted. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution  as  amended, 

Mr.  THOMPSON  moved  further  to  amend  by 
inserting  "and  that  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs be  permitted  to  employ  a  cleric." 

Mr.  WINTHROP  suggested  that  it  would  not 
be  in  order  to  a'mend,  in  this  way,  a  proposition 
coming  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

The  SPEAKER  observed  that  he  considered 
the  proposition  open  to  any  amendment. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  after  remarking  that  he  did 
not  himself  think  the  committee  ought  to  have  a 
clerk — though,  if  a  clerk  were  allowed  to  one,  it 
would  follow,  as  a  matter  of  course,  that  every 
other  committee  would  demand  the  same  right — 
withdrew  the  amendment, 

Mr.  RATHBUN  moved  to  lay  the  resolution 
on  the  table. 

The  question  was  put,  and  carried  in  the  affirm- 
ative— yeas  70,  nays  57. 

Mr.  LABRANCHE,  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  made  a  report  upon  the  petition  for 
a  port  of  entry  at  Cedar  Key,  accompanied  by  a 
bill  (No.  S5)  to  establish  a  new  collection  district 
for  the  Territory  of  Florida,  to  be  called  the  Su- 
wannee district. 

The  bill  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LABRANCHE,  it  was 

Oritred,  That  tlie  Committee  on  Commerce  b«  di>- 
chanted  from  the  fiirthpr  consideralion  nfibe  petition  of  tlie 
Lectslative  Council  of  Florida  for  a  port  of  entry  at  Tampa, 
and  that  wild  petition  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  DUNLAP,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  a  bill  (No.  86)  for  the  relief  of 
William  Ellery,  owner  of  the  fishing  schooners 
Sevo  and  Ida,  both  of  Gloucester,  Massachusetts. 

Also,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  owners  and  crew 
of  the  schooner  Success,  accompanied  by  a  report 
upon  the  case. 

Both  of  which  bills  were  read  twice, and  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  C.  M.  REED,  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  reported  a  bill  regulating  the  appoint- 
ment of  commissioned  officers  in  the  revenue  ma- 
rine service,  and  to  establish  courts-martial  and 
courts  of  inquiry  in  said  service;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  from  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands,  made  an  adverse  report  on  two 

I)etition8  from  Iowa,  asking  for  a  donation  of 
ands  for  the  purpose  of  education;  which  was 
laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  the  ad- 
verse report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the 
petition  of  John  J.  Beck,  together  with  some  addi- 
tional testimony  just  received,  was  recommitted 
to  the  same  committee. 

Mr.  HOPKINS,  from  Hie  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  made  an  adverse  re- 
port on  the  petition  of  John  Foster,  postmaster 
of  Kennebunk,  Maine. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HAMLIN,  it  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL,  from  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations,  to  which  had  been  referred 
the  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  OwEif,  request- 
ing the  President  of  the  United  States  to  give  to 
the  British  Government  the  twelve  months'  no- 
tice required  by  one  of  the  articles  of  the  treaty 
of  Ghent,  that  the  joint  occupation  of  the  Oregon 
Territory  must.cease,  made  a  report  thereon,  ac- 
companied by  the  following  resolution: 

Raohtd,  (an  the  opliiion  of  this  committee,)  That  it  Is 
inexpedient  for  CongreH,  nt  tliis  time,  to  act  in  any  mau- 
Dcr  upon  tbe  subject  referred  in  the  said  resolution. 

Mr.  OWEN.  I  am  aware  of  the  efifeet  which 
the  adverse  report  just  made  from  a  committee  of 
a  character  so  high  as  that  on  Foreign  Affairs,  in 
regard  to  the  joint  resolution  which  I  submitted 
to  this  House,  is  likely  to  produce.  I  regret  it. 
I  do  not  understand  the  committee,  however,  as 
expressing  an  opinion  that  the  resolution  should 
not  pass  at  all;  but  only  that,  for  the  present,  it 
should  be  delayed.  They  are  disposed,  we  may 
presume,  to  await  the  action  of  time  and  of  cer- 
tain expected  contingencies,  before  they  adopt  this 


measure.  I  must  differ  with  them  in  this  policy 
of  delay.  I  think  we  ought  to  act  now.  The 
views  of  those  who  hold  to  the  opposite  opinion 
are  entitled  to  much  consideration;  I  shall  always 
receive  their  opinions  with  respect,  and  examine 
them  with  attention;  yet,  with  the  lights  now  be- 
fore me,  I  must  adhere  to  my  own. 

He  is  but  a  hot-headed  politician  who  seeks  to 
urge  on  a  favorite  measure,  that  may  be  just  in 
itself,  rashly,  prematurely,  in  a  hasty  manner,  at 
an  improper  time.  But  there  is  such  a  thing  as 
temporizing  weakness,  as  well  as  rash  haste. 
To  put  off  the  evil  day  is  bad  policy,  in  public 
as  in  private  affairs.  That  which  is  surely  im- 
pending— that  which  we  must  meet,  to-day  or 
to-morrow— self-respect  and  wisdom  bid  us  meet 
to-day. 

If  these  be  correct  views,  let  us  inquire  how 
I  far  they  apply  to  the  subject  before  us.  The 
effect  of  the  joint  resolution  in  question,  and 
which  a  majority  of  the  committee  recommend 
to  postpone,  is  to  terminate  a  treaty  or  conven- 
tion with  Great  Britain.  By  that  treaty  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States  may,  for  the  pres- 
ent, jointly  occupy  Oregon,  with  a  provision  that 
a  year's  notice  from  either  nation  shall  terminate 
the  joint  occupancy.  The  resolution  provides 
for  giving  that  notice;  and  the  question  to  be 
decided  is,  whether  it  be  expedient  to  give  that 
notice  at  the  present  time. 

To  a  proper  understanding  of  this  question, 
and  a  just  estimate  of  its  importance,  we  should 
distinctly  bear  in  mind  what,  and  how  large,  this 
territory  of  Oregon  is.  Its  southern  boundary, 
fixed  by  the  Florida  treaty  of  1819,  is  the  parallel 
of  forty-two  degrees  north  latitude.  Its  northern 
limit,  determined  by  the  Petersburgh  treaty  of 
1824,  is  the  parallel  of  fifty-four  degress  forty 
minutes.  Its  front,  then,  on  the  Pacific,  is  about 
twelve  degrees  and  a  half,  or  upwards  of  eight 
hundred  and  fifty  miles'.  Its  average  depth  to  the 
Rocky  mountains,  is  some  five  hundred  and  fifty 
miles.  It  contains  nearly  half  a  million  of  square 
miles,  or  more  than  three  hundred  million  acres 
of  territory;  one  fourth  more — let  us  remember 
that — than  the  territory  of  the  thirteen  original 
States,  when  they  asserted  their  independence. 
This  stock-farm  of  ours,  therefore,  in  the  Far 
West,  is  no  paltry  possession.  The  greatest 
revolution  the  world  ever  saw  was  kindled  in 
defense  of  a  territory  of  smaller  extent,  end,  if 
recent  accounts  may  be  trusted,  of  scarcely  less 
intrinsic  value. 

The  subject  is  of  an  importance  such  as  de- 
mands a  careful  investigation.  Permit  me,  then, 
air,  to  ask  your  attention,  and  that  of  the  House, 
to  a  brief  review  of  the  negotiations  that  have 
passed,  and  the  measures  that  have  been  pro- 
posed, relative  to  this  rich  and  extensive  coun- 

In  October  of  the  year  1818,  before  we  had  ac- 
quired the  Spanish  title  to  this  portion  of  the 
continent,  a  convention  was  signed  at  London, 
providing  that  any  country  on  the  northwest 
coast  of  America,  westward  of  ihe  Stony  moun- 
tains, which  may  be  claimed  by  Great  Britain 
i  or  the  United  States,  shall,  for  ten  years  thence 
'  forward,  be  free  and  open  to  the  citizens  and  sub- 
jects of  both  Powers,  without  prejudice  to  the 
title,  in  whomsoever  residing. 

Six  years  later,  in  1824,  about  the  time  we 
agreed  with  Russia  on  our  northern  boundary, 
the  venerable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
[Mr.  Adahs,]  then  Secretary  of  State,  set  on  foot 
a  negotiation  for  the  final  adjustment  of  the 
boundary  question;  authorizing  Mr.  Rush,  our 
Minister  at  the  Court  of  St.  James,  to  propose, 
first,  the  latitude  of  fifty-one,  and  if  Great  Britain 
persisted  in  refusing  that,  then  the  latitude  of 
forty-nine,  as  the  dividing  line  between  the  terri- 
tories of  the  two  countries. 

The  offers  were  made  in  succession,  and  the 
British  ministers  refused  them  both.  They  ex- 
pressed their  willingness  to  run  the  forty-ninth 
degree  to  where  it  strikes  the  northeaslernmost 
branch  of  the  Columbia,  and  thence  down  the 
middle  of  that  river  to  the  Pacific,  into  which  the 
Columbia  falls  about  latitude  forty-six. 

Mr.  HOLMES.     In  forty-five  and  a  half. 

Mr.  OWEN.  My  impression  is,  that  it  is  a 
little  north  of  forty-six;  but  if  it  be  forty-five  and 
a  half,  the  proposition  of  Great  Britain  was  but 
the  more  unfavorable  to  us. 

This  proposal,  from  which  Great  Britain  de- 


clared the  United  Slates  must  not  expect  her  to 
depart,  was  at  once  rejected,  and  the  negotiationa 
were  broken  off. 

Two  years  afterwards  they  were  renewed — 
Mr.  Clay  then  being  Secretary  of  State. 

The  official  papers  connected  with  this  second 
negotiation  should  be  read  by  every  American 
statesman  who  believes  wo  have  anything  to  gain 
by  promised  negotiations  for  Oregon,  or  anything 
to  lose  by  passing  this  resolution,  and  thus  indi- 
cating to  Great  Britain  a  determinatioi^  to  assert 
our  rights.  Allow  me,  in  proof  of  this  opinion, 
to  give  you  a  few  extracts  from  the  document* 
themselves. 

Here  is  the  first  letter  of  instruction  from  Henry 
Clay  to  Albert  Gallatin,  under  date  June  19, 1836. 
After  alluding  to  the  instructions  formerly  sent  to 
Mr.  Rush,  Mr.  Clay  adds: 

"  Nor  is  it  conc«ived  that  Great  Britain  has,  or  can  make 
out,  evm  a  altrahie  tUle  to  any  portion  of  the  norUiweit 
ooast." 

I  pray  you,  sir,  to  observe  this  expression  of 
Mr.  Clay.  It  is  not  that  Great  Britain's  title  ia 
weak,  is  imperfect,  is  questionable.  It  is,  that 
she  has  not  even  a  color  of  title.  It  is  not  that 
her  title  is  defective  to  the  southern  portion  of  thia 
territory,  but  good,  or  at  least  plausible, north  of 
the  latitude  of  forty-nine.  No,  sir;  nothing  of 
that  sort.  But  it  ia,  that  from  north  to  south, 
from  *ast  to  west,  over  the  entire  territory.  Great 
Britain  has  not  a  pretense,  not  a  shadow  of  a 
title.  It  is,  that  to  every  part  and  parcel  of  Ore- 
gon, from  the  Spanish  line  on  the  south  to  the 
Russian  boundary  on  the  north,  from  the  sum- 
.mits  of  the  Rocky  mountains  across  to  the  watera 
of  the  Pacific,  the  United  States  are  tbe  true, 
riglitCul,  legitimate  owners. 

That  is  tbe  broad,  unqualified  assertion;  and  it 
is  true.  I  pledge  myself  to  this  House,  if  the 
matter  be  called  in  question,  before  we  have  done 
with  the  subject,  to  prove,  by  the  tenor  of  those 
very  treaties  to  which  England  appeals,  by  the 
admissions  of  her  own  statesmen  and  historians, 
that  to  the  vast  territory  regarding  which,  for  a 
quarter  of  a  century,  we  have  been  tamely  nego- 
tiating, our  title  is  as  clear,  distinct,  indisputable, 
as  that  of  any  gentleman  on  this  finor  to  the  farm 
he  owns,  or  the  plantation  that  is  his  and  washia 
father's  before  him. 

Such  is  the  truth;  and  such  was  Henry  Clay 'a 
assertion.  And  yet,  ere  ever  the  ink  was  dry 
on  that  honest  statement  of  our  rights,  before  the 
letter  was  closed  in  which  an  American  Secretary 
of  State  declares  to  an  American  Minister  that 
Oregon  is,  and  of  right  ought  to  be,  ours,  that 
same  Secretary  empowers  that  same  Minister  to 
trade  off — oh  no,  sir,  that  is  not  diplomatic  ian- 
guago^to  n^otitUe  oieoj)  nearly  one  half  the  ter- 
ritory; meekly  to  cede  to  Great  Britain  thst  to 
which  she  has  not  even  a  color  of  title — nearly 
four  hundred  miles  on  the  Parjfic  coast,  with  all 
Ihe  country  thence  to  the  Rocky  moanlains. 
Here  is  the  paragraph  from  the  same  letter: 

<*  Ynu  are  authorised  to  propose  the  nnnulinpni  of  tin 
third  article  of  the  convention  of  1816.  and  lite  extension  of 
the  line  on  ilie  parallel  of  forty- nine  degreeji  from  the  east- 
ern side  of  Ihe  RocKy  mountains,  where  it  now  terminates, 
to  ilic  Pacific  ocean,  as  the  permanent  boundary  between 
the  terriiorjes  of  Ihe  ttvo  Powers  in  that  quarter.  This  is 
our  uUimatuM,  and  you  may  so  anoouiiee  it.  We  can  coa- 
seiit  to  no  other  line  more  favorable  to  Great  Britain." 

This  offer  is  made  (so  Mr.  Clay  writes  in  the 
same  letter  to  Mr.  Gallatin)  "  in  a  spirit  nf  con- 
cession and  compromise  which  Great  Britain 
should  not  hesitate  to  reciprocate." 

Concession  is  a  good  thing  in  its  place;  and  if 
a  right  be  of  doubtful  validity,  prudence  sometimea 
bids  us  compromise,  for  the  sake  of  peace.  But 
thus  to  cede,  at  the  first  offer,  to  a  nation  that  has, 
avowedly,  not  a  color  of  title  to  it,  a  district  of 
country  one  half  as  large  as  were  tbe  thirteen 
United  States  at  the  date  of  the  revolution — thia 
strikes  me  as  pushing,  somewhat  further  than 
justice  demands,  or  national  honor  warrants,  tbe 
principles  of  charity  and  good  neighborship.  ( 
may  treat  a  neighbor  kindly  and  courteously  with- 
out being  called  upon  to  give  him  up  half  my 
grazing  farm,  merely  because  he  happens  to  have 
taken  a  fancy  to  it.  I  know  we  are  told  that  if  • 
man  smite  us  on  the  one  cheek,  we  should  tiirn 
the  other;  and  if  he  take  our  coat,  we  are  to  give 
him  our  cloak  also.  Interpreted  in  its  spirit, 
not  in  its  letter,  this  is  an  admirable  injunction. 
Kindness  wins  its  way  where  harsh  violence  fuila; 
and  we  can  beat  overcome  evil  by  doing  good. 
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Yet,  assuredly  we  sbnuld  liave  a  strange  time  of 
.ic,  ill  iliM  world,  ir,  in  literal  obedience  to  the  pre- 
cept, we  were  to  resent  no  injury,  and  resist  no 
encroachment.  The  spirit  of  concession  and  com- 
promise, especially  towards  the  powerful  and  the 
imperious,  may  be  carried  too  far.  It  is  out  of 
place,  when  it  meets  no  corresponding  spirit,  and 
provokes  only  arrogant  pretension  in  return. 

Such  was  the  return  which  Henry  Clay's  pro- 
posal met  from  Great  Britain.  He  olTered  her 
territory  enough,  out  of  our  possessions,  to  cut 
op  into  half  a  dozen  good-sized  States;  and  she, 
presuming,  it  would  seem,  on  our  easy  good 
nature,  declared  we  must  g-ivc  her  sufficient  for 
twOT>r  three  more  Slates,  before  she  closed  llie 
tMirgnin.  Her  pleniputcntirfries  repeated  the  offer 
they  had  previously  made,  that  the  Columbia 
should  be  the  boundary;  adding,  however,  that, 
as  they  must  confeas  there  was  not  a  single  good 
harbor  from  latitude  forty-two  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Columbia,  they  would  cede  to  the  United  States 
the  harbor  of  Port  Discovery,  in  Fuca's  inlet, 
together  with  a  smetll  rocky  isthmus,  lying  south- 
east fi'om  Cape  Flattery.  I  know  not  whetlier 
the  name  of  the  cape  suggested  the  Selection  of 
this  particular  spot;  but  Ciiptaln  Wilkes  informs 
nie  he  would  not  give  $100  for  the  whole  tract. 
It  excludes  Admiralty  inlet  and  Pueet  sound,  one 
of  the  best  harbors  in  the  world,  and  not  unlikely, 
some  day,  to  be  the  priucipal  port  of  entry  for 
the  Columbia  valley. 

The  offer  of  Great  Britain  was,  of  course,  re- 
fused; and  so  terminated  the  second  attempt  at 
negotiation.  Do  you  find,  in  its  details  or  in  its 
result,  much  encouragement  to  engage  in  a  third  h 

This  negotiating  about  what  already  belongs  to 
ua  is  not  only  an  unprofitable,  but  a  dangerous 
affair.  We  offer  to  concede  and  to  compromise. 
We  forbear  to  claim  our  just  due.  And  straight- 
way Aur  concessions  nnu  forbearance  are  set  up 
.  as  foundation  for  a  title  which  has  no  other 
ground  to  rest  upon.  I  know  that,  in  strictness 
of  law,  a  valid  title  is  not  prejudiced  by  an  offer 
to  compromise,  made  fur  the  sake  of  peace.  I 
am  aware  that  the  permission  granted  by  treaty 
to  preat  Britain,  jointly  with  us,  to  occupy  this 
territory,  cannot  ripen  into  a  title  Yet,  in  point 
of  fact,  a  concession  ever  weakens  a  claim.  It 
has  already  done  so  in  this  very  case.  iVlark,  sir, 
I  pray  you,  the  admission  made  by  Albert  Gal- 
•latia,  in  his  official  conference  with  the  British 
plenipotentiaries.  I  find  it  in  his  reply  to  Mr. 
Clay.  OS  follows: 

'  Oor  never  having  reflimd  to  si^ree  to  a  line  of  demark- 
alion  Willi  Greit  Briiaili  irat  a  njficient  proof  that  we  ad- 
ntilted  that  she  Dtt>o  had  ctninis  which  deserved,  and  to 
irlitch  we  paid,  due  consideration,  it  wnv  on  that  aeeounl 
thai  the  United  States  had  reductnl  the  extent  nt  their  own 
to  the  teaodary  line  they  h^  nflVred,  and  liad  added  to  it 
ttie  profiotsl  of  allowing  to  Briti.li  sulijccta  the  tree  naviga- 
tion of  ilie  Columbis." 

Is  that  plain,  sir?  That  we  agreed  to  nego- 
tiate, says  Mr.  Gallatin  to  the  British  Minister, 
proves  that  we  admit  you  have  some  title;  and 
therefore,  for  that  reason,  because  we  have  been 
weak  enough  to  negotiate  with  you  for  our  own, 
the  United  States  offer  you  upwards  of  a  hundred 
million  acres  of  their  territory  to  keep  peace  and 
aay  nothing  more  about  it. 

Our  own  most  enlightened  statesmen  are  some- 
limes,  for  the  moment,  led  off  from  the  true  issue 
bj  this  temporizing  diplomacy.  At  the  last  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  a  distinguished  Senator  from 
South  Carolina,  now  no  longer  a  member  of  the 
body  which  for  so  many  years  he  had  graced  by 
bis  severe  and  logical  eloquence,  made  a  remark- 
able declaration.  I  read  from  the  speech  of  Mr. 
Calhoun,  delivered  in  the  Senate.  After  stating 
that  we  had  proposed  to  Great  Britain  the  forty- 
ninth  parallel,  and  she  had  in  return  offered  us 
.the  Columbia  river,  entering  the  Pacific  about 
latitude  forty-six,  as  a  boundary,  Mr.  Calhoun 
adds: 

"  It  followf  Ibat  tbe  imrtion  of  territory  really  in  dispute 
between  the  two  coonlriea  ia  about  Uiree  dcgrcea  oflatitude; 
Uial  ia,  about  ooe  fourth  of  tbe  whole." 

Do  you  perceive  whither  all  this  tends  f  We 
are  placed  in  a  false  position 

Mr.  GILMER  asked  Mr.  Owem.os  the  hour 
devoted  to  tbe  reception  of  reports  had  nearly 
expired,  to  give  way  to  a  motion  to  commit  the 
■ubject  to  the  Committeeof  the  Wholeon  the  state 
of  the  Union,  where  the  discussion,  which  he 
thought  very  important,  roightproceed  unchecked 
by  the  expiration  of  the  hour. 


Some  conversation  ensued,  in  which  Messrs. 
GILMER,  OWEN,  A.  V.  BROWN,  C.  J.  IN- 
GERSOLL.  DROMGOOLE,  BLACK,  SAM- 
PLE, and  others  took  part. 

The  resolution  was  then  committed  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  OWEN  moved  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
Slate  of  the  Union.  • 

After  a  conversation  on  the  propriety  of  this 
motion  at  this  time,  in  which  Messrs.  ADAMS, 
WINTHROP,  RATHBUN,  and  others  took 
part, 

Mr.  OWEN  changed  the  form  of  his  motion, 
i  and  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules  to  enoble 
him  to  make  the  motion  previously  designated. 

Mr.  ADAMS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
titc  motion  to  suspend  the  rules;  and  they  were 
ordered;  and,  being  taken,  resulted— yeas  111, 
nays  63. 

So  the  rules  were  not  suspended. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  made  a  report;  which  was  laid  on 
the  table: 

REPORT  ON  THE  RULES. 

Mr.  ADAMS  called  for  the  orders  of  the  day; 
and  the  House  then  proceeded  to  the  order,  being 
the  report  on  the  rules. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  being  in  possession  of  the 
floor,  proceeded  to  address  the  House,  in  continua- 
tion of  his  speech  commenced  on  a  former  day ;  but 
his  first  remarks  were  not  distinctly  heard  by  the 
reporter.  He  desired  to  call  the  attention  of  gen- 
tlemen to  the  resolution  which  had  been  submit- 
ted by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [tVIr. 
Adams,]  coming.as  the  gentleman  said,  from  the 
Democratic  Legislature  of  his  own  State;  which 
resolution  had  been  referred  to  a  cnmmitlee.  The 
members  of  the  last  Congress  had  not  forgotten  a 
petition  which  was  introduced  by  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts — the  petition  of  George  Lat- 
imer, a  runaway  slave  from  Virginia.  The  gen- 
tleman, with  great  benevolence  of  purpose, pro- 
posed that  the  doors  of  this  House  should  be 
thrown  open  for  the  reception  of  petitions  from 
runaway  negroes,  while  he  had  so  little  regard 
for  the  rights  of  property  that  he  was  wholly  un- 
willing that  a  man  should  have  his  property  re- 
stored to  him.  This  course  might  accord  with  tbe 
gentleman's  views  of  right,  but  it  did  not  with 
I  his.  To  trace  that  petition  a  little  further.  Hav- 
'  ing  received  a  favorable  hearing  here,  it  next  finds 
I  its  way  to  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  and 
I  is  then  referred  to  a  select  committee,  at  the  head 
I  of  which  stood  the  gentleman's  own  son,  using 
;  the  very  same  argutnents  which  the  gentleman 
had  used  here.  He  would  trace  the  matter  a  little 
further,  and  see  where  the  proposition  originally 
came  from.  Gentlemen  could  not  have  forgotten 
the  memorable  convention  which  took  place  du- 
ring the  late  wnr  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts, 
which  afterwards  sat  in  Hartford,  in  Connecticut. 
They  had  not  forgotten  the  deliberations  of  that 
convention,  nor  the  result  to  which  they  were 
brought.  During  the  darkest  period  of  the  war, 
that  convention  assembled,  and  came  to  the  con- 
clusion similar  to  the  proposition  now  maintained 
by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts — that  the 
Constitution  ought  to  be  amended,  by  destroying 
the  very  basis  on  which  it  rests. 

He  demanded  of  his  friends  of  the  North 
whether  they  supposed  they  could  silence  the 
clamor  out  of  doors  about  petitions,  by  merely 
receiving  and  laying  them  upon  the  table?  He 
would  tell  them  no.  They  would  have  to  bring 
their  minds  to  meet  tlie  question.  There  were 
two  points  involved — one  reception,  the  other  ac- 
tion. If  they  were  prepared  for  this  latter  alter- 
native, then  let  them  receive  the  petitions;  but  if 
they  were  not  prepared  to  act  upon  them,  then 
let  them  not  be  received.  In  conclusion,  he  ap- 
pealed to  his  northern  friends,  who  had  stood  by 
the  South;  he  asked  why  should  they  yield  now. 
He  asked  his  friend  <rom  Pennsylvania  [Mr. 
Bidlack]  why  he  should  now  yield  ground  upon 
this  question. 

Mr.  BIDLACK  observed  that  he  had  already 
given  his  reasons. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS.  Why  should  gentlemen 
now  yield  the  ground  which  they  had  hitherto 
occupied  ?  If  they  had  been  right  heretofore,  they 
were  right  now    But  if  they  were  to  be  deprived 


of  their  auxiliaries  of  the  North,  atill  he  lurneil 
with  confidence  to  the  wish  and 

The  falling  of  the  Speaker's  hammer  announcetl 
that  the  hour  allotted  to  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  had  expired. 

Mr.  WINTHROP  next  obtained  thefloor,and 
said  they  had  been  occupied  for  several  days  of 
this  session  in  the  discussion  of  a  question  con- 
cerning personal  liberty  under  the  kabeat  corpiu; 
and  during  the  discussion  upon  that  subject,  opin- 
ions were  expressed,  and  doctrines  advanced, 
which  were  somewhat  extraordinary;  and  the 
House  had  been  also,  for  many  days,  occupied' 
during  the  morning  hour,  in  the  consideration  of 
another  great  principle  of  civil  liberty— the  right 
of  petition — and  upon  this  subject,  also,  opinions 
haa  been  expressed,  and  doctrines  advanced, 
which  were  tu  his  mind  still  more  strange  and 
startling. 

The  idea  that  the  right  of  petition  includes  no 
right  whatever  to  have  the  petition  received,  and 
that  the  right  of  appeal  to  the  Government  for  a 
redress  of  grievances  involves  no  duty  on  the  part 
of  the  Government  to  repress  those  grievances, 
irppeared  to  him  to  be  without  foundation  in  rea- 
son. 

The  doctrine  advanced,  then,  that  the  right  <n* 
I  petition  was  only  intended  to  secure  to  individu- 
als or  assemblages  of  individuals  the  right  to  sign 
a  paper  setting  forth  the  grievances  under  which 
they  suffered  and  the  redress  they  asked,  and  was 
not  intended  to  include  any  obligation  or  dut^ 
whatever,  on  the  part  of  those  to  whom  their 
prayer  was  addressed,  to  give  it  any  sort  of  con- 
sideration or  entertainment,  was,  in  his  estima- 
tion, about  as  sound  a  doctrine  as  to  contend  that 
the  writ  of  Aoteoi  eorptu  was  not  intended  to  in- 
clude any  obligation  on  the  part  of  the  officer  to 
whom  it  was  addressed  to  execute  it,  nor  to  in- 
clude any  obligation  on  the  part  of  the  govern- 
ment by  whose  authority  it  was  issued  to  enforce 
obedience  to  it,  but  only  designed  to  secure  to  the 
citizen  the  privilege  of  having  the  writ  signed  and 
sealed,  to  amu.«e  himself  with  in  his  confinement!. 
The  doctrine  seemed  about  as  reasonable  as  to 
contend  that  the  freedom  of  the  press  only  ex- 
tended to  its  mechanical  enginerjr;  that  it  only  se- 
cured to  individual  printers  the  right  to  set  up  and 
strike  off  matter,  but  not  to  publish  it.  In  sword, 
if  the  right  of  petition  be  nothing  more  than  was 
represented  by  some  gentlemen  in  that  House,  it 
seemed  to  him  to  be  the  most  absurd  pretense; 
the  most  miserable  mockery;  the  most  unmean- 
ing, empty,  worthless  abstraction  that  was  ever 
dignified  by  the  name  of  a  risht;  and  the  sooner 
it  was  expunged  from  the  roll  of  civil  rights  and 
liberties;  the  sooner  it  ceased  to  hold  out  a  prom- 
ise to  the  ear  to  be  broken  to  the  hope,  the  sooner 
would  the  people  be  able  to  understand  what  their 
real  rights  and  privileges  were. 

The  question  before,  the  House  was,  whether 
this  rule,  which  had  obtained  a  most  odious  char- 
acter during  the  Twenty-Seventh  Congress,  and 
which  had  lost  nothing  of  its  odium  or  offensive- 
ness,  should  be  continued  during  the  Twenty- 
Eighth  Congress.  What  was  the  rule  ?  It  was  a 
rule  providing  that  no  petition,  memorial, resolu- 
tion, or  other  paper,  upon  certain  enumerated  sub- 
jects, should  he  received  by  the  House,  or  enter- 
tiuned  in  any  way  whatever.  He  cared  not  what 
the  enumerated  subjects  mi^ht  be  —  that  waa 
wholly  unimportant;  the  principle  of  the  rule  waa 
the  same,  whatever  they  might  be.  If  the  House 
had  a  right  to  declare  that  they  would  receive  no 
petition  on  one  subject  to-day,  they  might  declare 
to-morrow  thot  they  would  receive  none  on  an- 
other subject;  and  the  third  day  that  they  would 
receive  no  petition  at  all  on  any  subject.  The 
real  inquiry  then  was,  had  they  a  right  to  dictate 
(o  those  who  sent  them  tu  that  House  the  partic- 
ular subjects  on  which  they  might  ask  to  be 
heard  i  Was  it  within  their  prerogative  tossy  to 
the  people  of  the  United  States, "  Gentlemen,  you 
may  assemble  yourselves  together,  if  you  please; 
consider  of  your  causes  of  complaint,  sign  your 
petitions,  pass  your  resolutions  either  in  primary 
meetings  or  legislative  assemblies;  but  if  those 
petitions  and  those  resolutions  make  any  allusion 
to  this,  that,  or  the  other  topics,  we  will  not  hear 
them."  Was  this  within  the  prerogative  of  the 
Legislative  Assembly  of  this  Republic?  Heheld 
such  a  right  to  be  utterly  incompatible  with  the 
relations  which  subsisted  between  that  House'  and 
the  people,  add  in  conflict  with  tbe  express  pro- 
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▼isiona  of  the  Constitation — nay,  more,  as  trencb- 
ini^  upon  the  original,  inherent, inalienable  righta 
of  the  people  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.'W.  then  went  on,  in  reply  to  Messrs. 
Saunders  and  Belser,  to  arsue  that  the  right  of 
petition,  as  claimed  by  the  Abolitionists,  was  a 
constitutional  right,  and  was  intended  as  such  by 
the  fmmers  of  the  Constitution ;  and,  in  the  coarse 
of  his  argument,  cited  various  portions  of  English 
history,  to  show  that  the  right  bad  always  been, 
with  a  fewexceptions,  recognized  in  that  country. 

The  honorable  gentleman  was  cut  short  by  the 
expiration  of  the  morning  hour. 

SLAVE  REPRESENTATION. 

Mr.  ADAMS  asked  permission  to  present  a 
serii-s  of  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Mm- 
SBchusetts,  on  the  same  suliject  as  some  others, 
which  were  presented  some  short  lime  ago,  in 
favor  of  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  so  as 
to  exclude  slave  representation.  He  wished  to 
present  them  at  this  time,  that  they  mi^ht  go  to 
the  same  committee  as  the  otiier  resolutions  were 
sent  to. 

The  reading  was  called  for. 

The  Clerk  commenced  the  reading  accordingly; 
but 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  interposed,  and  said  it  was 
unnecessary  to  read  further,  as  he  should  object 
to  their  reception. 

Mr.  ADAMS  asked  for  a  suspension  of  the 
rules,  to  enable  him  to  present  them.  He  said 
the  reason  why  be  asked  leave  to  present  them 
now  was,  that  such  opportunity  was  not  afforded 
him  yesterday — Massachusetts  ndt  having  been 
then  called;  nor  could  be  conceive  what  AonoroUe 
motive  could  induce 'the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  now  to  object. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  said.be  would  like  to  know 
what  honerahte  motive  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts could  have  in  now  presenting  ihem. 
The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  might  wait 
hia  time. 

Mr.  ADAMS  again  called  for  a  suspension  of 
the  rules,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  thereon. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  reading  of  the  resolutions  was  called  for; 
and  they  were  read  kt  length. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  was  understood  to  inquire 
whetlier  the  resolutions  were  signed  by  the  Gov- 
ernor of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  f 

Mr.  ADAMS  replied  that  they  were;  and  be 
added  that  they  were  introduced  uy  the  leader  of 
the  Democratic  party  in  that  State. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  assured  the  gentleman  from 
Mas aaehuaetts  that  that  information  gave  him  no 
pain. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  said  that  be  bad  a 
question  to  ask  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, which  he  deemed  of  soroe  importance.  He 
had  understood  that  the  resolution  some  time  since 
presented  was  written  by  the  honorable  gentle- 
tleman  from  Massachusetts  himself;  and  he  (Mr. 
I.)  wished  to  know  whether  that  gentleman  would 
condescend  to  answer  the  question  whether  that 
was  true  or  not .' 

Mr.  ADAMS,  (suddenly  turning  from  Mr. 
Ihoerioll,  and  addressing  the  Chair.)  Mr. 
S|ftaker,  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

[Great  laughter,  and  cries  of*'  He  evades  the 
question."] 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  taken,  and  re- 
■uited — yeas  50,  nays  105. 

So  the  rules  were  not  suspended. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATIONS. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  the  following  executive 
communications  before  ihe  House;  which  were 
laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed: 

I.  A  letter  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  Gen- 
eral Land  Office,  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  ot 
the  House  of  the  10th  instant,  transmitting  docu- 
roentsshowing  what  cancellation  of  permits  issued 
under  the  act  of  August  4,  1843,  for  the  armed 
occupation  of  Florida,  have  been  ordered  by  him, 
■ltd  exhibiting  certain  cases  in  the  Newnansville 
district,  in  which  the  applicants  have  failed  to 
eomply  with  the  provisions  of  the  said  act. 

3.  A  letter  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  Gen- 
eral Land  Office,  submitting  a  document  showing 
the  name  of  every  individual  who  "  has"  made 
the  actual  aettiement  required  by  the  first  section 
of  the  act  of  August  4, 1842,  providing  for  the 
armed  occupation  and  wttleiaent  of  Florida. 


3.  A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  tnuis- 
mitting  a  report  prepared  under  the  provisions  of 
the  act  of  June  30, 1834,  containing  the  names, 
dates  of  appointments,  and  pay  of  all  persona 
employed  in  the  service  of  the  Indian  department 
during  the  year  1843. 

4.  A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmit- 
ting a  report  in  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the 
House  of  the  15th  instant,  of  the  amount  heretofore 
expended  in  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Genesee  river,  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  and  the  amount  necessary  to  complete  the 
same. 

5.  A  letter  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  Gen- 
eral Land  Office,  transmitting  a  report  in  answer 
to  the  resolution  of  this  House  of  the  10th  instant, 
of  the  reservations  of  public  lands  in  Florida,  and 
the  time  at  which  the  land  offices  were  officially 
informed  of  said  reservations. 

6.  A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmit- 
ting statements  of  the  contracts  made  by  the  Bu- 
reau ofOrdnanceand  Hydro^raphy,&c., prepared 
in  obedience  to  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  of  April 
21,  1808. 

RESOLUTIONS. 
Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  by  leave  granted, 
offered  the  following  resolution;  which  was  agreed 
to: 
,      RmlceJ,  That  Ihe  use  of  this  Hall  be  ffranted,  on  the 
j  nvpnioj!  orih«  34lh  instant,  to  ihe  managers  of  the  New 
York  Slate  Instilution  lor  the  Blind,  for  ihe  purpose  ofei- 
hibjiing  tlie  proficieucy  of  tbe  pupils  in  Uie  academic  oiid 
mechmiic  arts. 

Mr.  McKAY  offered  the  following  resolutions; 
wh  ich  were  agreed  to : 

Raolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Aflairs  be  ia- 
8triict**<l  In  make  the  following  inquiries: 

1.  VVhether,  in  consequence  of  the  reduction  of  the  rsnic 
and  file  of  the  Array,  some  of  the  officers,  pardcularly  the 
superntlmemry  lieutenants  aulhorizfd  by  the  act  of  39th 
April,  181-2,  might  not  be  d\sp*:nsed  with ;  and  &lf>o  whether 
so  much  of  said  net  as  authorizes  the  appointment  of  said 
supemilmt- rarics  should  nol  be  either  repealed  or  its  opeia- 
tioiiii suspended  until  otherwise  provided  for  by  law? 

3.  What  ii  the  number  of  small-nrms  4hst  the  Govern- 
ment has  now  in  its  aritenals  aitil  depots  ;  what  proportion' 
of  theiu  are  serviceable  or  not,  and  if,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
cnmmiltce,  the  prefent  supply  is  eqaal  to  what  a  prudent 
forecast  would  require  the  Government  to  keep;  then  to 
inquire  wlif  ther  Ihe  act  of  the  Q3d  April,  18U8,  appropri- 
ating ^00,000  annually  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  arms 
and  equipments  for  tlie  whole  body  of  the  militia  of  the 
United  EStales,  might  nol  be  repeated  or  suspended,  and  any 
future  issues  of  arms  to  ibe  States  for  the  purpose  of  arm- 
ing their  militia  be  made  of  those  arins  that  will  be  msou- 
filctured  al  the  national  armories. 

3.  Whether  Uie  number  of  cadet*  to  be  admitted  into  the 
Military  Academy  canimt  be  reduced,  and  fixed  so  as  to 
furnish  no  more  graduates  tlian  will  be  sufiicieot  to  flil  up 
vacancies  in  Ihe  Army  as  they  arise ;  at  Ihe  same  time 
making  provision  for  the  admission  of  a  limited  number  of 
youths  to  be  educated,  in  part,  at  llieir  own  expense. 

4.  Whether  Ihe  number  of  horses  for  which  officers  of 
the  Army  and  the  marine  corps  are  allowed  to  draw  forage, 
or  money  in  lieu  thereof^  under  existing  laws,  cannot  be 
reduced  ;  and,  if  so,  of  fixing  the  number  suitable  to  a  state 
of  peace. 

5.  Whether  there  is  any  occasion  for  the  employment  of 
wagon  masters  and  forage  roasters  in  time  of  peace ;  and, 

if  not,  of  repealing  so  much  of  the  act  of ,  1838,  as 

authorizes  their  appointment. 

6.  That  said  committee  iflquire  into  Ihe  expediency  of 
repealing  all  laws  now  in  force  allowing  brevet  pay  to  otli- 
cers  of  the  Army  and  Ibe  marine  cor|)«.  Also,  of  repeal- 
ing Ihe  laws  allowing  double  rations  to  offlcers  of  Ihe  Army 
and  marine  corps  for  commanding  departments  and  ptMls. 

Haotved,  That  ihe  Conimittee  oit  Naval  AfllUffl  be  in. 
structed  to  make  the  following  inquiries: 

1.  Whether  it  is  expedient  10  provide  by  law  for  a  naval 
peace  esieblishment,  designating  the  number  of  vessels, 
and  of  officers,  petty  ofilcers,  and  seamen,  proper  for  such 
an  estabilvhment. 

3.  WbetherUie  complements  of  crews  of  vessels  in  com- 
mission shall  nol  be  less  in  lime  of  peace  than  of  war ;  and 
if  so,  whether  the  cnm|ilemenis,  as  Itxed  by  tlie  existing 
regulations  of  the  Depannent,  miglit  not  be  ssfely  re- 
duced. 

3.  What  has  t>een  the  annual  increase  in  the  number  of 
offlcers  of  each  grade  since  the  4lh  March,  1837  ;  and  has 
It,  at  any  lime  within  that  period,  been  unnecessarily  large; 
and  can  the  present  number,  particularly  of  the  higher 
grades.  OS  commanders  and  captains,  be  reduced  with  safety. 

4.  Whether  the  annual  pay  of  the  officers,  as  fixed  by  Uie 
act  of  Ihe  3d  of  March,  1833,  especially  of  tliose  employed 
on  shore,  on  leave  of  absence,  or  waiting  orders,  can  be 
reduced. 

5.  Whether  there  is  any,  and  what,  accountability  on  the 
part  of  storekeepers  ami  others,  for  the  keeping  and  dispo- 
sition of  the  public  property  In  yards  and  elsewhere;  and 
whether  a  more  perfect  system  of  accounting  for  tbe  same 
ought  nol  to  be  esublished  by  law. 

6.  Whether  the  number  and  compensation  of  storekeep- 
ers and  other  offlcers  at  the  navy-yards  should  nol  be  fixed 
by  law  ;  at  the  same  time  providing  that  the  storekeepers 
shall  be  appointed  by  the  rresidcnt  of  the  United  States, 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate. 

7.  Whether  the  expenses  of  the  several  navy-yards  can- 
not lie  reduced,  and  how  far  it  would  contribute  to  that 
object  hereafter  in  require  the  poMic  work  ia  tbem  to  be 
OMCSied  by  cootnet  oi  the  lob. 


Mr.  HUNGERFORD  offered  the  following 
resolution;  which  was  adopted  under  asospeo* 
aion  of  the  rulea: 

Rnotvtd,  That  the  Clerk  be  diieeted  to  repon  to  this 
House  the  amount  paid  from  the  contingent  Aind  thereof 
to  Jopies  Young,  for  services  ss  clerk  of  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  from  the  close  of  the  second  session  to  the  eom- 
mencement  of  the  third  session  of  the  Tweniy-SevenUi 
Congress,  and  from  the  close  of  the  Tweniy-«eventh  Con- 
gress unUI  the  commencement  of  the  present  session;  by 
what  authority  he  baa  been  paid ,  what  services  he  ren- 
dered ;  and  wbetber  be  is  now  under  the  pay  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

Mr.  LYON  introduced  a  bill;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  STEENROD,  the  douse 
then  adjourned. 


The  following  petitions,  presented  to-day,  were  banded 
to  Uie  reporters  by  the  members  preientincthem: 

By  Mr.  LYON :  A  memorial  rh>m  H.  H.  Riley  and  others, 
citizens  of  Constantine,  in  the  State  of  Micliigan,  prmying 
for  a  reduction  of  the  rates  of  postage,  and  the  abolition  or 
the  franking  privilege ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Coaimit- 
tce  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roods. 

Also,  the  petition  of  ninety-four  ciiizeiu  of  Milwukee, 
Wisconsin  Territory,  praying  Congress  to'  appropriata 
money  for  the  conRtruciiou  of  a  hartwr  at  New  BoflUo,  ia 
Berrien  county,  Michigan;  which  was  referred  to  tbe 
Committee  on  (Jommerce. 

By  Mr.  HOPKINS:  The  memorial  of  Commodon  Lewis 
Warrington,  John  B.  Nicholson,  Philip  F.  Voorhess,  and 
John  Percival,  in  behalf  of  Ulemselves  and  Itae  officers  sad 
crew  of  the  Peacock,  praying  that  the  remaining  portion  of 
the  proceed*  of  tbe  Epervier,  to  which  they  claim  to  be  en- 
titled under  tbe  act  or  Congre**  of  the  33d  April,  1800,  nay 
be  paid ;  wtaieb  was  referred  to  the  Commiuee  on  IttTal 
Afiairs. 

By  Mr.  BURKE;  Tbe  petition  of  Charie*  Little  and 
James  Brown,  praying  Congress  to  enter  into  a  contnct 
wiUi  them  for  publishing  a  new  edition  of  the  laws  of  Ihe 
United  Smtes  on  certain  terms  and  coiidiiiona ;  wiiicb  wu 
referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  en  the  Library. 

By  Mr.  T.  SMITH  :  A  petition  (torn  the  State  of  Indl- 
ann,  numerously  signed  by  citizens  of  said  Bute  andothen, 
praying  Congren  to  grant  to  the  State  of  Indiana  tb^asoU 
lands  in  the  Vlncennes  land  district,  to  enable  Ihe  Sut*  of 
Indiana  to  complete  itie  Wabash  and  Erie  canal  and  other' 
works  referred  to  in  the  petition ;  which  was  referred  to 
tlie  Committee  on  Public  Land*. 

By  Mr.  STEWART,  orConneelieut:  The  petition  of  A. 
Grannis  and  otiiers,  of  East  Haven,  praying  Congress  to 
erect  a  light-bouse  or  beacon  on  Ihe  soutbweslledge  at  the 
entrance  of  the  harbor  at  New  Haven,  in  ConnectkQt; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Corameree. 

By  Mr.  MACLAY  :  The  peUlion  of  Martin  It  ScbulLof 
Ihe  city  of  New  York,  asking  Ibr  on  examination  of  lbs 
difi^rent  forms  of  dry-dock^  t>elbre  any  action  shall  bare 
been  had  by  Congres*  in  relerenee  to  adiy-doekatllie  dtf 
of  New  York. 

By  Mr.  DODGE,  of  Wisconsin:  PeUlion*  signed  by  six 
hundred  citizens  of  Ihe  Territory  of  Wiscnnsin,  askiac 
Congress  for  an  appropriaiion  for  a  harbor  at  tbe  town  tK 
Racine,  in  said  Territory ;  which  were  referred  to  the  Con- 
mittee  on  Commerce. 

Also,  five  petitions,  numerously  signed  by  dllseiis  of  the 
Territory  of  Wisconsin,  asking  Congress  for  an  appiopria- 
Uon  for  a  harbor  at  the  town  of  Racine,  in  said  Territory ; 
wliich  were  referred  to  Uie  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Al:(0,  two  petiUons,  numerously  signed,  asking  Congress 
for  an  appropriation  for  the  improvement  of  the  navigation 
of  the  Fox  and  WMsconsin  rivers ;  which  weie  refenedto 
the  Committee  on  Roads  and  (Canals. 

Also,  a  petition  signed  by  the  memlwra  of  the  Legislative 
Assembly  of  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  asking  of  ti- 
gress the  establishment  of  a  mail  route  f>om  Milwaukee  |o 
the  town  of  Jefferson,  the  county  seat  of  JelTerson  county, 
to  Madison,  thereat  of  government  in  said  Tenitofy; 
which  was  referred  to  tbe  Coaunitue  oa  the  Post  Ufic* 
and  Post  Roads. 

By  Mr.  HUNT,  of  New  York:  The  peUtion  of  S.  D» 
Veaux,  Peter  B.  Porter,  and  forty-five  others,  citizens  of 
Niagara  Fall*,  for  a  reduction  andrevtuoaoftiie  po*toSc* 
laws. 

Also,  the^tition  of  B.  Fairman,  and  two  hundred  tas 
thiriycight  citizens  of  Orleans  county,  New  York,  and  « 
S.  M.  Burroughs  and  one  hundred  and  flfty-fourcitiseniOC 
Orleans  county,  New  Yoilt,  for  Ibe  *ame.  ^^ 

Alio,  Ihe  petlUon  of  •eventy-one  eidzen*  of  Niams 
county.  New  York,  for  tbe  imptovemeDt  of  Eighteen  Hilt 
Creek  harbor. 

Also,  the  petition  of  ninety  eliiieas  of  Orleans  eooaly, 
New  York,  for  Oak  Orchard  harbor. 

Also,  the  peiiiion  of  flOy  ciUzens  of  Lockpwt,  ^ew 
York,  for  an  amendment  to  Ibe  ConsUtutioa  ss  proposed 
by  the  Massachusetts  resolutions. 

Also,  from  fbrty-nlne  citizen*  of  Niagara  Fslis  fM  I 


IN  SENATE. 
WedkEsdat,  January  24,  1844. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  presented  a  memorial 
from  seventy-three  citizens  of  Hartford,  Connec- 
ticut, praying  for  a  reduction  of  the  rates  of  post- 
age, and  the  abolition  of  the  franking  privilege; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said  a  memorial  from  the  man- 
a^rs  of  the  New  York  institution  for  tbe  instruc- 
tion of  tbe  blind  had  been  placed  in  his  liao«> 
with  a  request  that  be  would  prewnt  it  to  tbs 
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Senate,  It  was  signed  by  the  committee  of  man- 
B«er8  of  thnt  instimtion.  The  sole  object  was  to 
invite  the  Senate  (o  an  exhibition  by  the  pupils 
from  this  instiiuiinn,  which  would  take  place  in 
the  Hall  of  the  House  of  Rcpresaniativos  this 
evening.  The  po|>er  was  then  read  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  ATCHISON  prescnced  a  memorial  from 
D.-iTid  Myerle,  praying  indemnity  for  losnes  sus- 
tained under  a  contract  to  supply  waler-rolted 
hemp  for  the  Navy;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Commitlec  on  Navtil  Aflfairs. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  a  memorial  from 
a  number  of  citizens  of  western  Pennsylvania, 
asking  for  a  further  appropriation  towards  the 
completion  of  the  works  in  the  harbor  of  Erie; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. 

Mr.  BARROW  presented  a  petition  from  Jo- 
seph H.  Caldwell  ilnd  others,  praying  to  be  rr- 
leosed  from  liability  as  sureties  on  the  bonds 
given  by  the  New  Orleans' and  Nashville  Rail- 
road Company,  lo secure  ihr  piiymoni  of  ihe  du- 
ties on  certain  railroad  iron;  which  was  referred 
to  !lie  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  VVOODBItlOGB  presented  a  menmrial 
from  the  Commun  Council  of  the  city  of  Mon- 
roe, Micbi°;Hn,  asking  for  o  further  appropriation 
from  the  Government  to  prosrcuie  the  wnrk^ 
commenced  in  the  harbor  uf  that  place;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  RRFERRED. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ATCHISON,  the  polition 
<>f  Francis  t/Oopcr,  praying  indemnity  fur  losses 
of  properly  during  the  war,  was  ordered  to  be 
taken  from  (he  6lesand  referred  to  the  Coramitlee 
on  Indian  Affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ARCHER,  leave  was  granted 
to  withdraw  from  the  files  the  pciition  of  tlic  heirs 
of  Gustavus  B.  Horner,  praying  fur  commula- 
tibn  pay. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JARNAGIN,  leave  wns 
granted  to  withdraw  from  the  files  of  the  Senate, 
for  the  purpose  of  delivering  into  the  bands  of  ilie 
chairman  of  the  Commiltcc  on  Indian  AlTdirs  uf 
the  House  of  Rcprrsentativcs,  (he  report  mnde  by 
the  Secretary  of  Wnr,in  response  to  a  resolution 
of  the  Senate,  of  the  present  session,  concerning 
the  awards  mude  by  the  board  us(ablishcd  under 
the  Cherokee  treaty. 

VACANCIES  ON  COMMITTEES. 

.On  motion  ofMr.  FAIRFIELD,  the  President 

pro  tempore  was  empowered  to  fill  the  vacancies 

in  the  several  standing  cominittecti  cauiiid  by  the 

resignation  of  Mr.  Spa*GUE,  of  Rhode  Island. 

'    E.  AND  S.  WARD. 

On  motion  of  ^^r.  JARNAGIN,  (he  adverse 
report  of  the  Cixnmittee  on  (he  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads,  on-  the  claims  of  E.  &,  S.  Ward,  was 
taken  up,  and  concurred  in  by  (he  Senate. 

HEIRS  OP  DAMEL  TRUCHBART. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J  ARNAGI N,  the  adverse  rc- 
poru  of  the  Committee  on  Rcvoluiinnary  Claims, 
in  the  cases  of  the  heirs  of  Daniel  Truelieartand 
•  Elitabeth  Lomax,  were  taken  up  for  considera- 
tion. ^ 

On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  ARCHER,  they 
vece  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  till  to-morrow. 

CONSULAR  ESTABLISHMENTS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SEMPLE,  the  Senate  took 
ap  for  consideration  the  rcsoludon  introduced  by 
bim,  callira;  upon  the  Depai'tmcn(s  for  informa- 
tion coQcerniiig  the  operations  of  (he  consuls  and 
commercial  neents  abroad. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTO.\  said  he  did  not  rise  to 
make  any  objection  to  the  resolution.but  he  rather 
thoogbt  that  a  part  of  the  informa(ion  called  for 
was  already  communicated.  He  could  not  dis- 
tinguish, by  the  reading  of  the  resolution  at  his 
•eat,  whether  it  embraced  a  simple  inquiry, 
(wbich.ifiidid  not,  lie  desired  it  should  embrace,) 
lor  information  in  relation  to  the  sum  received  by 
consuls  and  consular  agents,  under  the  provisions 
of  law,  to  relieve  seamen  discharged  in  foreign 
porta.  He  wished  to  know  whether  (he  resolu- 
tion was  liroad  enough  to  embrace  that  iniquity. 

Mr.  SE.MPLE  said  he  did  not  presume  it  tin- 
braced  tltat.  It  was  intended  to  embrace  only  the 
ftoniber  of  seamen  which  have  been  provided  for 
py  the  consuls  and  sent  home  under  the  provis- 
ions of  law  for  that  purpose.    But  the  amount 


the  Government  paid  for  that  purpose  would  be 
an  extensive  inquiry,  and  would  probably  make 
a  large  volume,  enil)racing  tlie  acrounH  of  the 
diflfercnt  consuls.  He  thought  that  when  the 
i   number  was  shown  in  the  statement,  the  amount 

of  the  expense  could  be  easily  got  at. 
\'  Mr.  HUNTINGTON  said  he  did  not  mean  to 
[  extend  the 'inquiry  to  call  for  the  accounts.  His 
ii  object  was,  oid^  to  see  the  amount,  to  know 
^  whether  any  legislation  was  necessary  to  render 
':  more  certain  returns  from  consuls  of  the  amounts 
!j  disbursed  for  that  purpose.  He  suggested  the 
11  propriety  ofleding  the  resolution  lie  on  the  table, 
i{  to  enable  bim  to  prepare  an  amendment  to  em- 
.'.  brace  the  inquiry  he  hinted  nt. 
J  Mr.  SEMPLE  said  he  had  no  nbjecdon.  His 
i|  object  w.iis  (o  get  nil  (he  information  which  was 
necessary  to  enable  him  (o  frame  a  bill  remodel- 
ing the  consular  esiabli8hm<-n(. 

The  resolution  was  accordingly  again  laid  on 
the  table. 

RtVEU  IMPROVEMENTS. 

The  CHAIR  nnnouncid  the  ireneral  orders; 
(he  fir«t  bill  on  which,  was  that  to  grant  a  qnan- 
tiiy  of  land  to  aid  in  the  improvement  of  (he  Fox 
and  Wisconsin  rivers,  and  to  connect  the  same  by 
a  canal  in  (hi;  Territory  of  Wisconsin. 

The  question  pending  being  on  concurring  in 
iho  ami-ndinents  (lierttofore  published)  made  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  question  was  put, 
and  tlicv  were  concurred  in. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
striking  from  the  third  section  so  much  as  says 
that  "the  said  Ixnds  shall  b'j  subject  to  the  dis- 
posal of  the  President  and  Congress  for  (he  pur- 
pose aforesaid,  oiid  nooiber." 

He  movi'd  also  to  strike  from  the  bill  (includ- 
ing the  amendments  here(ofore  mnde  on  the  sug- 
gi'sdon  of  Mr.  Walker,  providing  thnt  the  im- 
provements shall  be  kept  in  repair  by  Wisconsin 
when  it  becomes  a  Suite,  which  shall  impose  no 
greaier  toll  than  is  necessary  to  keep  tlie  same  in 
repair)  the  following: 

**'  The  ^nid  r[vrr-(,  wlinn  imt>rnvril,  nnil  the  Knit]  rnnal, 
wlicii  c(Mn|ilut(*ci,:<liA|]  licnnd  lorcvcr  n-maiii  .t  |>ulilic  bigti- 
n'iiy  fur  tlit;  uxc  of  ilio  GnvcriimciK  of  (he  Unitt'it  S(aiu«, 
fru<*  frnm  any  loll  nr  nlhor  clmrni>  \vl).ilc'vor,  lor  iiiiy  (irop 
erly  of  ilie  IJiiiU'd  diatcif,  or  per»oii5  in  (lit-ir service,  pa^- 
iiip  uiKiii  III*:  i*aiiic.  ■    • 

"  Sec.  2.  Jlnd  be  Ufurlher  moctRf,  Thai,  nOer  (he  laniU 
hereby  gmnlcd  fthnll  h.ivc  b:-cti  seti-ctrd  Hi  Alitrcsaid.  they 
Hh.ill  hf  offvtTfit  for  snie.  in  the  satn'i  innniier  a*  othor  pub- 
lic lnnd.4,  nt  tho  Iniid  nlDce  ol'tdR  dUtrtct  in  which  they  nre 
f-iiuatcil--thG  rtrflt  ti*'r  of  teciion^  on  the  bonks  nt  ffaid 
river*,  luke^,  and  rnnalt<,  at  .^2  .'lO  the  aero,  and  ilie  Brcoiid 
tier  nr  (teclions  at  GovfrniiM'iit  pri(*c  ;  and  a  Hcparalc  nc- 
coiiiit<if  at!  land'*  f4Mot  I  >>iiall  bo  Iicpt  (ty  (hu  ro^i.-ior  oi'die 
("aid  olTico.  And  (lie  :*aid  alirrinic  soctinn.i  r'^sorvod  in  ihe 
Uiiitod  Slates  nhall  not  be  raid  ut  a  rato  Icm  than  $i  50  ihe 
acre. 

*•  Sp-r.  3.  -^nd  he  it  further  cntrted.  That  (he  topn^raph- 
ioal  onsinoors,  under  the  cnnirol  and  direciinii  M  ihe  Sec- 
retary ot' War.  9hall  cau-'o  the  tfald  irnpiovoinciit  and  ^  anal 
to  be  onniiructod  in  mioh  manner,  and  itpnii  ^^c:l  platitaiid 
estimalet*,  ad  fihall  have  lieeii  provinusly  pre|>aroil  and  sub- 
mitted lo  Iho  fail!  Secretary,  and  approved  by  liini :  Pro- 
ridcitj  Tlic  entire  ro*l  to  the  Uniled  Stales  i>f  the  said  work 
shall  not  exceed  tlie  value  ofitaid  landii  hereby  granted.** 

Mr.  TAPPAN  said  that  as  he  had  expressed 
his  views  on  the  subject  a  few  days  ago,  when 
the  bill  was  before  (he  Senate,  he  would  not  now 
any  more  than  that  it  must  be  obvious  to  every 
Senator  that  (he  mode  of  constructing  this  canal 
by  the  General  Governmeni,  as  proposed  by  (he 
bill,  was  the  must  wasteful  which  could  be  in- 
ven(ed.  The  work  proposed  is  one  of  great  im- 
portance, and,  when  well  done,  will  be  of  very 
great  utility,  it  was  with  a  view  that  it  may  be 
so  done,  that  he  proposed  to  amend  the  bill.  Re- 
serve the  lands  from  sale,  and  devote  them  tn  the 
construction  of  this  canal;  but  leave  the  moking 
of  the  canal,  the  snic  of  the  lands,  and  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  nionev  arising  from  such  sale, 
to  WIscon/tin,  when  she  shall  become  a  Stale. 
Such  was  his  proposi(ion,  and  he  hoped  it  would 
commend  itself  to  the  approbation  of  the  whole 
Senate. 

Mr.  B.\GBY  was  understood  to  make  the  in- 
quiry, whether  some  four  or  five  hundred  thou- 
sand acres  of  land  were  not  reserved,  under  the 
distribution  set,  to  (ho  Territories,  lo  be  opplied 
to  objects  of  the  kind  proposed  by  the  bill. 

Mr.  SEVIER  said  that  there  was  a  reservation 
by  the  distribution  act  of  the  kind. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  remarked  that  that  act 
provides,  when  the  Territories  shall  become 
States,  they  will  be  entitled  to  the  same  number 


of  a^res  the  other  States  received;  that  is,  tliey 
would  be  placed  upon  an  equality  with  the  new 
States. 

Mr.  BAGBV  remarked  that  the  improvement 
was  to  be  done  in  one  of  two  ways  only — either 
by  ihe  Federal  Government  or  by  the  Territory 
when  she  became  a  State.  The  bill  as  it  then 
stood,  provided  that  the  Governmeni  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  should  accomplish  it  out  of  the  public 
domain.  He  was  understood  to  coincide  with 
the  views  of  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  as  to  the 
propriety  of  reserving  the  land;  that  it  was  lime 
enough  to  mnke  disposition  of  the  amount  of  land 
inquestion.after  this  Territory,  or  either  of  them, 
set  up  for  themselves  ns  Slates. 

Mr.  TALL.M  ADQE  said  that,  in  regard  to  the 
act  uf  iS4I — the  distribution  bill — Senators  would 
find  that  the  five  hundred  thousand  acres  of  land 
reserved  for  the  Territories  arc  to  be  selected  when 
they  come  into  the  Union  as  States,  so  as  to  put 
them  on  an  equality  with  other  new  Slates,  wi'h 
the  exception  of  tiioso  grants  which  had  bein 
made  for  purposes  of  inlcrnal  improvement,  h  e 
(hen  cited  numerous  grants  which  had  been  motfo 
for  the  purpose  of  constructing  canals,  improvirg 
the  navigation  of  rivers,  and  making  roads — ps-- 
licularty  to  Ihe  States  ofOhio  and  Illinois — havirg 
no  connection  with  the  grnnta  under  the  distribn-  ' 
lion  bill.  The  particular  object  of  the  bill  was  l> 
have  this  improvement  matie,  while  it  was  in  ll  o 
power  of  the  Government  to  do  so,  before  any  of 
these  lands  were  enicrcd.  The  improvement 
could  be  made  with  little  expense,  compored  with 
others.  There  wns  no  improvement  made  in  iKe 
Union  at  so  small  an  expense  as  this  could  lie 
made.  It  was  a  national  work,  and  one  pariiol- 
larly  of  great  interest  to  the  section  in  which  it 
was  to  be  constructed.  By  granting  these  alter- 
nate sections  fur  the  purpose,  the  canal  can  be 
made  without  costing  the  Government  a  single 
dollar;  for  the  alternate  sections  lo  be  retained  by 
the  Governmeni,  as  has  been  the  practice  in  other 
cases,  when  sold  at  the  advanced  price,  will  reim- 
burse ber  for  the  seitions  granted  lo  make  ihe 
work.  Thus  can  a  moat  importnnt  national  work 
be  completed  without  any  cost  (o  the  Treasury. 
The  proposiiion  of  the  Scnotor  from  Ohio  was  lo 
reservc-lhese.  lands  for  the  purpose  until  thatTer* 
ritory  shall  become  a  Slate.  If  the  bill  should 
pass  in  its  present  form,  and  it  was  found  desir- 
able hereafter,  when  that  Territory  shall  be  ad- 
mitted as  a  Stale  inio  the  Union,  lo  give  her  ihe 
power  10  manage  the  construction  of  the  work — 
if,  indeed,  it  is  not  completed  before  that  lime— _^ 
Cnnsress  can  pass  an  act  conferring  that  power." 
Mr.  T.  spoke  at  i8me  length  in  favor  of  the  biH 
as  it  stood. 

Mr.  KING  said  he  had  already  given  evidence 
to  Iho  Senate  that  he  wos  in  favor  of  ceding  part 
of  this  land  on  these  rivers,  for  the  purpose  of 
improvinglheirnavigaiion;  and  he  considered  the 
section  of  ihe  bill  which  related  to  this  subject 
one  of  great  importance.  He-  feared  that  his 
friend  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Tappan]  would  not  obtain 
his  object  by  the  amendment  proposed. 

The  Senator  would  have  to  change  his  phrase- 
ology lo  obtain  his  object;  and  with  a  view  to 
allow  him  lime  to  look  into  the  matter  more  fully, 
lie  proposed  that  the  bill  should  lie  over  till  to- 
morrow. He  was  convinced  that  propositions 
made  to  the  Government  for  works  of  internal 
improvcmentalwnys  coat  nearly  double  what  they 
would  if  executed  by  Slates  or  companies  whose 
interest  it  was  to  use  economy  in  their  construc- 
tion, if  the  land,  Uierefore,  was  ceded  to  tliis  spe- 
cific object,  and  no  cxp^ntliiures  made  upon  it 
until  a  seal  of  government  should  be  formed  in 
thai  Territory,  the  people  would  have  a  direct 
interest  in  ihe  proper  expenditure  of  the  funds 
appropriated  for  the  construction  of  iho  work*. 
He  was  not  disposed  toihrowany  obstacle  in  Ihe 
way  of  improvements  of  this  description;  but  he 
well  knew  that  most  of  ibe  expenditures  by  the 
Government  for  similar  purposes  had  been  ex- 
travagant beyond  compulation,  and  had  cost  more 
than  would,  if  properly  managed,  have  done  twice 
the  work.  He  referred  the  Senator  from  Louisi- 
ana [Mr.  Barkow]  10  ihe  appropriations  for  im- 
provements at  ihe  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  river. 
How  many  thousands  of  dollars  had  been  ex- 
pended iherc,  and  where  was  there  anything  to 
show.'  Had  the  obstructions  been  removed,  or 
had  the  mud-banks  been  in  any  way  impnoved' 
The  money  was  gone,  and  there  was  nothing  to 
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ahow  for  it.  Ii  was  like  many  similar  cateato 
which  he  could  refer  if  necessary. 

As  to  the  settlement  of  the  country,  it  was  de- 
sirable that  the  lands  contiguous  to  those  proposed 
to  be  set  apart  for  the  improvements,  sliould  be 
settled  before  the  lands  thus  reserved  are  exposed 
for  sale.    They  would  then  bring  a  much  better 

Cricc.  The  works  could  then  be  executed  on  much 
elter  terms  than  they  could  if  there  was  no  pop- 
ulation.    He  could  not  see  why  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  [.Mr.  Tallhadge]  was  so  anx-  j 
ious  to  hasten  the  commencement  of  these  im-  j 
provements,  when  they  could   be  eflected,  and 
would  be  effected  in  a  much  shorter  time,  by  a  I 
little  delay.    He  was  decidedly  in  favor  of  cedmg  | 
a  part  of  these  lands,  but  not  at  this  time;  and  he  ; 
trusted  such  a  course  would  be  pursued.     He  ■ 
again  suggested  to  his  friend  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Tap- 
pan]  to  let  the  bill  lie  over,  in  order  that  he  [Mr.  I 
T.]  might  have  an  opportunity  of  examining  it  . 
more  thoroughly,  and  of  preparmg  such  an  amend- 
ment as  would  provide  fur  the  construction  of  this 
canal,  when  the  Territory  should  become  a  State. 
With  such  an  arrangement  he  should  be  satisfied. 
He  believed  it  would  be  more  to  the  interest  of 
the  Territory  and  the  country;  and  that  the  canal 
would  then  be  better  constructed,  and  at  a  much 
leas  expense. 

■  Mr.  TAPPAN  acquiesced  in  the  suggestion  of 
the  Senator  from  Alabama,  [Mr.  King;]  and  the 
bill  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

THE  COMPROMfSC  ACT. 

Mr.  EVANS  moved  that  the  Senate  proceed  to 
the  consideration  of  the  unfinished  business  of 
Friday,  being  the  resolution  reported  from  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  for  the  indefinite  post- 
ponement of  the  bill  introduced  by  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  McDopfie,]  to  reduce 
gradually  the  rates  -of  duties  under  the  present 
tariff  to  the  standard  of  the  compromise  act — that 
ia,  an  ad  valorem  duly  of  twenty  per  cent. 

Mr.  BQRRIEN  said,  that  before  this  debate 
proceeded,  he  desired  to  take  the  opinion  of  the 
Senate  on  a  point  of  order.  He  had  listened  to 
the  discussion — especially  ihatportionof  it  which 
had  occupied  the  attention  of  the  Senate  for  the 
last  three  days — with  all  the  attention  which  was 
due  to  the  honorable  Senators  by  whom  it  had 
keen  conducted,  and  certainly  with  a  full  appre- 
ciation of  the  ability  with  which  the  subject  had 
been  debated;  but  with  a  constant  feeling  of  the 
entire  impropriety  of  the  length  to  which  it  had 
extended  from  the  subject  under  consideration. 

The  appropriate  committee  of  the  Senate,  to 
which  this  bill  had  been  referred,  had  reported  a 
resolution  which  presented  a  preliminaryquesiion; 
and  that  was,  whether  the  Senate  had  power  to  take 
original  legislative  jurisdiction  on  a  bill  of  this  de- 
scription. That,  he  apprehended,  wqs  the  question 
which  was  primarily  to  be  decided;  because,  if,  in 
point  of  fact,  the  Senate  should  ultimately  decide 
that  it  had  not  the  power  to  originate  this  bill,  and 
should,  in  the  intermediate  time,  have  engaged  in 
a  discussion  on  the  merits  of  the  bill  itself,  the 
result  would  be  that,  in  the  characlerof  Senators, 
they  had  been  discussing  a  question  over  which 
they  had  no  sort  of  jurisdiction.  He  apprehended  i 
it  was  true,  in  a  legislative,  as  well  as  in  a  judi- 
cial point  of  view,  that,  before  the  Senate  could 
enter  into  the  consideration  of  the  subject-matter 
of  a  question,  it  must  ascertain  and  determine  ita 
right  and  authority  to  decide  upon  its  jurisdiction. 
Great  and  important  as  were  the  questions  pre- 
sented to  their  consideration  in  the  discussion 
which  had  been  condu^d  for  the  last  three  days, 
there  was  one  in  advance  of  all  these  questions, 
and  infinitely  more  important.  It  was,  the  ques- 
tion of  the  constiiuiinnol  powers  of  that  body; 
and  that,  he  conceived,  was  the  first'  question 
which  claimed  consideration.  He  was  aware, 
while  making  this  suggestion  lo  the  Senate,  that 
the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  [Mr.WooD- 
bdrt)  was  entitled  to  the  floor  that  day;  but  hav- 
ing intimated  this  morning  to  that  Senator  his  in- 
tention of  raising  a  point  of  order,  he  presumed 
it  would  be  perfectly  satisfactory  to  him  [Mr.  W.] 
if  the  sense  of  the  Senate  could  be  ascertained  as 
to  the  propriety  of  continuing  the  discussion  be- 
fore rising  to  address  the  Senate.  But  it  was  not 
the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  alone  who  was 
concerned.  It  concerned  every  other  individual 
who  expected  to  take  part  in  the  debate  to  know 
whether  he  should  be  restricted  in  his  observa- 


tions upon  A  subject  involving  the  constitutional 
powers  of  the  Senate  lo  that  question;  or  whether 
he  should  engage  in  the  discussion  of  several  ex- 
traneous topics.  It  was  with  a  view  to  ascer- 
tain the  sense  of  the  Senate  on  this  subject,  that 
he  had  submitted  the  point  of  order,  whether  the 
discussion  should  not  be  restricted  to  the  ques- 
tion of  the  constitutional  power  of  the  Senate  to 
originate  this  bill;  and  not  with  any  desire  to  op- 
pose a  mere  reference  to  the  bill  fur  the  purpose 
of  ascertaining  ita  character.  It  was  to  exclude 
from  discussion  the  consideration  of  its  merits. 
He  submitted  the  qiKrstion  of  order. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore  said  that,  after 
deliberating  much  on  the  subject,  he  was  of  opin- 
ion that  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  restrict  the 
discussion.  If  there  was  any  dissent  from  this 
opinion,  an  appeal  could  be  taken. 

Mr.  ARCHER  inquired  if  the  object  of  the 
Senator  from  Georgia  would  not  be  accomplished 
by  a  motion  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance,  with  instructions  to  report  back 
the  two  questions  involved  in  the  resolution  sep- 
arately ? 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  Ittnpore  desired,  if  not 
out  of  order,  to  be  allowed  to  slate  an  opinion 
formed  after  much  deliben\tion.  It  was,  that  the 
proper  time  for  raising  the  question  of  order 
would  have  been  on  asking  leave  to  introduce  the 
bill.  But  no  objection  having  been  then  made, 
the  bill  was  to  be  considered  as  before  the  Senate; 
and,  although  the  question  would  be  upon  adopt- 
ing the  report  of  the  committee,  the  discussion'on 
that  point  was  not  precluded  from  embracing  the 
merits  of  the  bill  itself.  If  any  Senators  thought 
proper  to  question  the  .decision  of  the  Chair,  an 
appeal  from  it  might  be  taken;  and  the  Senate 
would  itself  then  decide  the  question  of  order. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
report. 

The  Secretary  read  the  report,  consisting  aim- 
ply  of  the  following  resolutions: 

RaolreJ,  That  tlin  liiil  eniiilFd  ■<  A  hill  to  revive  the  act 
of  JVlnreh  3,  1833,  usually  called  the  cnniprotiliRe  act,  and 
to  modify  the  cxistin;;  dutic;:!  upon  ibreien  imports  in  con- 
foriiiity  with  iti)  provi»ionf),'*  is  a  bill  (or  rniHing  revenue 
within  the  tnpnninjt  ot'Uie  seventh  section  of  the  nr:it  arti- 
cle ol'  the  Ctnistuution,  an  1  cannot  therefore  originate  in 
the  Senate :  Therefore, 

Raolcti,  That  it  b«  indellqitcly  postponed. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  said  it  seemed  to  him,  from 
the  form  of  the  resolution,  that  (he  concluding 
part  was,  in  so  many  words,  a  direct  sequence  of 
the  previous  part.  Both  parts  must  be  taken  as 
a  whole,  in  which  the  nature  of  the  bill  and  the 
constitutional  objection  to  it  are  inseparably  uni- 
ted; and,  for  this  cause,  it  recommends  that  the 
bill  be  indefinitely  postponed.  But  the  object  he 
had  in  view  was  simply  lo  obtain  the  sense  of  the 
Senate,  whether  it  should  confine  itself  to  the 
consideration  of  the  preliminary  question,  or  go 
into  the  merits  of  the  bill  itself.  He  denied  that 
there  could  be  any  rule  or  action  of  the  Senate  in 
regulating  its  proceedings,  which  could  arm  itself 
with  powers  it  did  not  possess  from  the  Consti- 
tution. If  the  Senate  did  not  possess  the  power 
to  entertain  the  bill  itself,  it  certainly  could  not 
eive  itself  the  power  of  discussing  its  merits. 
The  constitutional  question  could  not  be  set  aside 
by  any  rule  of  the  Senate.  Its  incumbent  duty 
was,  first  to  decide  whether  it  had  or  had  not  the 
right  of  jurisdiction  over  the  subject.  Perhaps 
the  object  he  had  in  view  could  be  attained — as 
he  now  understood  that  the  Chair  had  decided 
that  the  bill  and  resolution  were  both  before  the 
Senate — by  moving  that  the  whole  be  laid  on  the 
table,  premising  that  he  made  the  motion  simply 
for  the  purpose  of  testing  the  sense  of  the  Senate 
whether  the  question  for  discussion  was  to  be 
that  of  the  preliminary  jurisdiction  or  the  merita 
of  the  bill. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  Import  was  understood 
to  remark  that,  if  the  motion  to  lay  the  whole  sub- 
ject on  the  table  prevailed,  all  would  go  together. 

Mr.  ARCHER  hoped  his  friend  from  Georgia 
would  shape  his  motion  so  a*  to  obtain  a  vote  on 
the  question  of  jurisdiction. 

Mr.  BERRIElN  observed  that  be  now  under- 
stood that  his  object  would  not  be  attained  by 
the  motion  to  lay  the  whole  on  the  table.  He 
had  already  stated  that  the  first  question  to  be 
decided  was  the  preliminary  question  of  jurisdic- 
tion; it  was  the  great  value  attached  to  the  reso- 
lution. His  desire  was  to  liavelhe  direct  decision 
of  the  Senate,  either afiirming  or  denying  its  con- 


stitutional power  to  entertain  the  bill.  That  ob- 
ject, however,  itappeared,  would  not  be  obtained 
by  a  motion  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table.  He 
sliould  be  glad  to  acquiesce  in  any  motion  tliat 
would  attain  his  direct  object.  If  the  question 
on  that  point  should  be  decided  that  the  mcrils 
of  the  bill  can  be  discussed,  he  should  have  no 
objection  to  the  views  of  Senators  being  given  on 
the  merits  of  the  bill. 

The  PRESIDENT  jtn  tempore  pointed  out 
various  ways  in  which  the  object  of  the  Senator 
from  Georgia  could  be  attained;  and,  to  show 
this,  referred  to  the  standing  rules,  which  he 
quoted. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  understood  the  Senator 
from  Georgia  to  suggest  to  the  Chair  whether  the 
question  he  proposed  to  raise,  and  which  he  (Mr. 
H.)  thought  ought  to  be  the  first  question  raised 
— that  of  jurisdiction — might  not  be  Kicbei  in 
this  form:  by  laying  the  question  of  indefinite 
postponement  on  the  table,  leaving  the  naked 
question  of  jurisdiction  to  be  decided  by  a  direct 
vote. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore  read  one  of  the 
standing  rules,  by  which  it  appeared  that  a  divis- 
ion of  the  question  might  be  called  for. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  said  he  had  before  on- 
dei-stood  the  decision  of  the  Chiurto  be,  that  they 
were  not  capable  of  division. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  (eaipore  said,  no;  the 
Chair  thnuglit  it  was  divisible. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  thought  the  question  of 
jurisdiction  was  the  first  question  to  be  decided. 
It  was  a  great  constitutional  question  that  ought 
to  be  decided  by  the  Senate.  1 1  ought  to  be  placed 
on  record,  that  the  Senate  had  settled  this  ques- 
tion of  jurisdiction  by  a  direct  vote.  If  this  were 
not  settled  first,  the  discussion  on  the  merits  of 
the  bill  might  be  kept  up  for  weeks,  and  to  no 
purpose,  because,  at  last,  the  vote  on  the  resolu- 
tion might  decide  that  there  was  no  jurisdiction. 
His  friends  had  shown,  by  what  had  already 
taken  place,  that  their  object  was  not  to  avoid 
discussion;  for  that  they  were  prepared,  when- 
ever the  proper  time  came  for  going  into  it. 

Mr.  ARCHER  did  not  understand  the  answer 
given  by  the  Chair  when  the  (lucslion  was  asked, 
whether  the  object  might  not  be  accomplished  by 
a  motion  to  recommit  the  bill  with  instructions. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore  replied  to  the 
inquiry,  that  on  recommiltRl,the  committee  could 
report  the  questions  distinctly,  and  on  their  re- 
port a  division  of  the  subject  would  come  tip. 
But  on  a  motion  to  recommit,  the  whole  subject 
would  be  open  to  discussion. 

Mr.  ARCHER  had  been  going  t^  say  that  the 
object  might  be  attainable  by  a  motion  of  that 
character.  But  it  appeared  that  motion  would  let 
in  the  very  thing  against  which  he  wished  to 
guard— a  fruitless  discussion  of  the  tariff  policy 
of  the  country — on  a  pending  question  of  the  ju- 
risdiction of  the  Senate,  which  might  be  decided 
against  the  right  to  entertsin  the  measure  dis- 
cussed. If  the  discussion  was  to  go  on  for  five 
or  six  weeks,  was  it  not  worth  while  to  consider 
the  excitement  of  the  country  which  it  would 
raise,  and  the  almost  ludicrous  aspect  in  which- 
the  Senate  would  SC^regarded  at  the  end  of  that 
time,  when  it  would  be  decided  that  it  had  no 
jurisdiction  to  entertain  the  measure  it  had  been 
so  long  discussing.  That  the  whole  thing  should 
result — in  what  way?  That  by  the  Constitutioo 
they  had  no  power  at  all  to  entertain  this  bill! 
For  such  would  prove  to  be  the  fact. 

Gentlemen  on  all  sides  of  the  House,  whatever 
might  be  their  views  as  to  the  policy  of  the  tariff 
law,  should  concur  in  avoiding  the  oeeasioa 
which  would  be  thus  given  for  casting  a  stigma 
on  the  character  and  conduct  of  the  Senate. 

He  should  feel  it  to  be  his  duty  to  offer  dis 
motion  he  had  intimated  his  intention  of  making, 
but  he  now  underatood  the  object  could  be  better 
attained  by  another  motion  to  lay  the  whole  on 
the  t^bte;  on  which  motion  it  would  be  compe- 
tent for  some  other  Senator  to  call  for  a  division 
of  the  subject. 

He  did  not  think  it  could  be  desirable  that  the 
general  discussion  should  be  continued  in  advance 
of  a  legiiimate  occasion  of  going  into  the  whole 
meritsof  the  tariff  question,  without  beingchecked 
by  any  constitutional  restraint.  He  understood 
from  the  organ  of  the  other  House,  in  relation  to 
this  subject,  that  there  was  now  very  liule  doubt 
thata  bill  would, at  nodiatantdayintheaeaaioD, 
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he  s«nt  from  that  Hoase,  where  such  meaiiureB 
couM  more  properly  originate,  which  would  call 
up  the  question  I'nr  the  most  free  and  ample  dis- 
cussion that  gentlemen  could  dcaire.  Should  this 
discussion,  in  the  meantime,  have  gone  on  for 
iire  or  six  weeks,  was  it  all  to  be  gone  over 
again,  or  was  the  legitimate  occasion  to  pass  with 
little  or  no  discussion?  They  should,  in  such 
case,  have  to  renew  the  subject  for  five  or  six 
weeks,  which  had  already  occupied  their  lime  fur 
tlie  same  period.  He  should,  therefore,  move  to 
|]j  the  whole  subject  on  the  table,  with  a  view 
10  alTord  the  Senator  from  Connecticut  an  oppor- 
tunity of  cnlline;  for  a  division  of  the  question. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  inquired  whether  his  col- 
league, having  obtained  the  floor  yesterday,  was 
not  entitled  to  it,  and  to  proceed  before  any  one 
else  could  take  the  floor? 

The  PRESIDBNT  pro  tempore  explained  that, 
OS  a  matter  of  courtesy,  it  was  understood  the 
Senator  from  New  Hampshire  [Mr.  Woodb(;rt] 
was  entitled  to  the  floor,  should  the  debate  pro- 
ceed; but  that  he  had  yielded  it  (o  the  Senator 
from  Gt'oi';i:i  to  rnise  the  question  of  ordor. 

Mr.  B.\CtBY  qnked  the  Senator  from  Virginia 
to  suspend  his  motion  for  n  few  momtnls,  to  en- 
able him  to  state  his  reaxons  fur  the  vole  iie 
should  give  on  that  motion. 

Mr.  ARCHERsaid  the  same  request  had  been 
made  by  the  Senator  from  Delaware,  [Mr.  Bay- 
ard.] He  had  no  objection  to  extend  the  usuiil 
courtesy  to  both  Senators,  but  with  a  distinct 
undcniianding  that,  in  doing  so,  they  would  net 
lead  nfl"  In  a  discusKion  of  the  general  subject. . 

Mr.  B  AGBY  said  he  certainly  would  acquiesce 
in  Ihnt  understanding. 

Mr.  BAVARD  observed,  that  he  understood 
it  was  su pposcd  that  the  bill  was  under  discus- 
sion, as  well  as  the  preliminary  question  of  the 
resolution  from  the  Committee  on  Finance.  Now, 
be  apprehended  that  was  not  the  fact.  It  was 
very  true,  that  when  application  was  made  for 
leave  to  introduce  the  bill,  it  roi^ht  hare  been 
properly  objected  to  on  the  ground  that  the  Sen- 
ate had  no  jurisdiction.  It.would  und'  ubtedly 
have  b«en  the  proper  time.  But,,  from  a  long- 
establislicd  courtesy,  it  was  not  then  objected  to. 
The  introduction  was  tacitly  sufi°ered  with  a  view 
of  allowing  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  an 
opportunity  of  making  his  speech  on  the  merits 
of  the  tariff  question.  But  the  mere  fact  of  having 
postponed  the  objection  to  a  aubsrquent  stage  of 
the  progress  of  the  bill  did  not  at.  iiy  time  give  a 
jurisdiction  which  the  Senate  did  not  constitu; 
tionalty  possess. 

Well,  now,  if  the  bill  at  this  moment  was  before 
the  Senate,  he  wished  to  be  informed  at  what 
reading  was  it?  Certainly  not  on  its  second  read- 
ing. The  Chair  supposed  it  was  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole;  or  was  it  on  a  distinct,  insulated 
proposition,  put  by  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
which  was  entirely  independent  of  ihe  merits  of 
the  bill,  raising  the  question  of  jurisdictimi.  It 
was  no  part  or  parcel  of  the  bill  il!<elf.  It  was  that 
question  which  was  taken  up,  and  it  woo  the  only 
question  that  ou^ht  to  be  debated  in  the  first  in- 
stance. Let  ihecbaracter  of  the  resolution  be  ex- 
amined, and  it  would  be  foiiiSd  on  its  very  face. 
It  might  appear  that  it  put  forward  two  proposi- 
tions; but  such  was  not  the  fact.  It  was  but  one 
resolution;  the  two  parts  could  not  be  separated, 
because  of  the  very  nature  of  the  ihrng.  The  Fi- 
nance Committee  reported  a  resolution,  which 
gave  in  iisrlf  a  reason  for  the  recommendation  of 
indefinite  postponement. 

The  CHAiK  sugsfesled  that,  if  the  bill  was  not 
before  the  Senate,  there  could  not  be  a  motion  to 
postpone  it  indefinitely. 

Mr.  BAYARD  observed  that  it  was  not  his 
intentioA  to  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair 
that  the  bill  was  before  the  Senate;  his  remarks 
went  merely  to  show  that  this  proposition — this 
resolution— was  a  single  resolution;  and  as  to  the 
suggestions  made  by  the  Chair  as  to  the  motive, 
(he  very  reason  for  the  postponement  was  involved 
in  the  proposition;  it  was  in  its  very  essence.  It 
stated  on  its  face  (hat  very  thing,  the  first  part 
being  only  of  the  nature  of  a  preamble.  Strike 
out  the  parenthetical  part,  and  it  is  still  the  same 
resolution,  but  less  explanatory.    It  would  be: 

"  RaolrtJy  Ttint  tint  bill,  not  twins  within  the  constilti- 
(i<in>l  juriidiciion  orihe  Senate,  lie  inilelinitely  poaipnueil." 

The  mere  duplicating  of  the  terms  did 'not  make 
it  two  resolutions;  it  was  but  one  resolution. 


Nothing  was  more  common  in  such  matters  than 
to  commence  by  stating  that,  for  certain  reasons, 
it  is  necessarv  to  do  so  and  so.  That  did  not 
alter  the  fact  that  it  was  but  a  single  proposition 
on  which  the  Senate  was  called  upon  to  pass  a 
direct  vole;  because,  in  the  opinion  of  the  com- 
mittee, this  was  a  bill  which  the  Senate  could  not 
ertertain.  It  was  a  special  case;  there  was  no 
power  to  go  beyond  the  question ;  it  was  a  distinct 
proposition ,  going  directly  to  the  right  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  entertain  the  measure.  The  vote  that  set- 
tled the  jurisdiction  would  settle  the  whole  ques- 
tion. It  seemed,  therefore,  to  him  that  the  proper 
proceeding  was  to  vole  directly  on  that  question. 

Sonfie  incidental  conversation  here  took  place 
I  between  the  CHAIR,  Mr.  BAYARD,  Mr.  SE- 
VIER, and  Mr.  ARCHER;  after  which 

Mr.  SEVIER  rose  to  express  his  regret  that 
any  opposition  should  be  raised  against  carrying 
on  the  discussion.  This  was  not  a  new  instance 
of  protracted  debate  on  propositions  that  could 
lead  to  no  result.  He  could  give  numerous  in- 
stances in  which  such  discussions  had  been  al- 
lowed to  go  on,  weeks  upon  weeks,  without  inter- 
ruption. He  would  recall  to  the  recollection  of 
the  Senate  one  relative  to  an  agent  to  South 
America:  another  was  on  the  long  string  of  reso- 
lutions oflVrcd  by  the  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina, [Mr.  Calhoun,]  in  which  there  were  six  or 
eight  propositions,  leading  to  no  practical  result; 
also  the  resolutions  afterwards  expunged  on  mo- 
tion of  his  friend  from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Bckton.] 
H^  also  recollected  the  report  on  the  subject  ot 
the  Slate  debts,  on  which  there  was  no  proposi- 
tion at  all  before  the  Senate;  yet  how  long  was 
Ihe  discussion  kept  up?  But  here  was  a  proposi- 
tion of  the  greatest  importance  to  the  whole  coun- 
try— a  question  of  revenue,  with  a  debt  increas- 
ing, and  inadequate  means.  This  was  a  subject 
on  which  he  and  the  whole  country  wanted  light. 
Whether  a  vote  on  a  preliminary  question,  or  a 
measure  itself— wbetbet-  the  present  tariflT  will 
supply  resources  for  the  Government  or  not-^ 
these  subjects  having  been  drawn  into  discussion 
by  the  ablest  minds  in  the  country,  before  they 
are  fully  developed,  are  arrested  by  a  iiuestion  of 
order,  to  avoid  further  discussion.  Now  he  did 
hope  that  it  wuiiM  be  allowed  to  progress,  not  on 
the  preliminary  question  alone,  but  the  merits  of 
the  measure  proposed.  Adcr  it  had  proceeded 
80  far,  he  regretted  that  the  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  hail  thrown  obstacles  in  the  way  of  its 
continuance,  now  that  other  gentlemen  wished  to 
express  their  views. 

Mr.  BAGBY  said  he  wished  it  to  be  distinctly 
underslAod,  in  the  vote  he  should  eive,  that  it  was 
not  for  any  pariiulily  for  the  larifl"  bill  of  last  ses- 
sion, or  any  repugnance  to  the  principles  of  the 
bill  presented  by  the  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina, [Mr.  McDcrriE  ]  It  appeared  to  him  that 
Ihe  Senate  was  about  to  step  off  on  the  wrong 
foot  when  the  bill  was  introduced.  That  was  the 
time  when  theqnesiinn  ofjurisdictionahould  have 
been  eotcriained  and  discussed.  He  would  have 
interposed  then,  had  it  not  been  intimated  that 
the  whole  question  of  jurisdiction  would  have 
been  settled  on  the  coming  in  of  the  report.  If 
he  had  not  supposed  so,  it  would  have  been  im- 
possible for  him,  entertaining  the  views  he  did, 
to  have  voted  in  favor  of  the  leave,  or  the  refer- 
ence either.  No  one  appreciated  more  fully  than 
he  did  the  importance  of  the  tariff  queation,  and 
the  injurious  operation  nf  the  present  tariff  upon 
the  southern  section  of  the  Union;  but  there  was 
connected  with  this  subject  a  question  infinitely 
higher  in  importance  than  the  tariflT.  That  is  the 
!  great  question — as  to  where  (he  taxing  power  re- 
sides. Although  he  agreed  with  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina,  that  the  present  tariiTwas  the 
most  odious  act  ever  passed  by  any  legislative 
body,  he  could  not,  entertaining  the  opinions  he 
did,  endeavor  to  get  rid  of  that  measure,  by  vio- 
lating what  he  conceived  to  be  a  funtlnmcntal 
principle  of  the  Constitution. 

He  had  listened  with  great  pleasure  to  the  ar- 
gument of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  and 
Hubscribed  almost  ei^tirely  to  the  correctness  of 
the  principles  embraced  in  the  bill  introduced  by 
him.  It  was  due  to  the  Senator  from  Maine  [Mr. 
EvAKs]  to  say  that  be  listened  to  his  argument 
with  pleasure,  although  he  differed  with  him  to- 
tally in  his  views.  It  was  always  agreeable  to 
him  to  witness  tl)c  cfTorls  of  able  and  ingenious 
minds,  even  though  they  should  be  employed  in 


eilfleavoring  to  make  "the  worse  appear  the  bet> 
ter  reason."  He  also  entertained  the  most  pro- 
found  respect  for  that  body,  and  for  the  States  of 
which  they  were  the  reprcsentatiTCs;  but  he  en- 
tertained greater  respect  for  the  Constitution  we 
have  derived  from  our  ancestors,  and  for  the  great 
rights  secured  to  the  people  by  that  instrument, 
of  being  taxed  by  bills  orisinating  with  their  im- 
mediate representatives.  It  was  to  preserve  the 
Constitution  from  violation,  and  to  maintain  that 
right  in  its  pleniitudeand  purity, and  for  that  rea- 
son alone,  he  should  vote  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table;  as  that  (according  to  the  decision  of  the 
Chair)  was  the  only  way  the  question  of  jurisdic- 
tion could  be  reached. 

Mr.  ALLEN  asked  and  obtained  the  assent  of 
Mr.  AncBER  (0  state  his  reasons  for  the  vote  he 
should  give. 

He  then  proceeded  to  say,  after  a  few  prefatory 
remarks,  that  he  should  vote  against  the  motion 
to  lay  on  the  table,  because  he  did  not  desire  to 
subject  himself  to  the  danger  of  being  placed  in 
an  equivocal  position.  His  idea  was  that,  to  re- 
fuse to  lay  on  the  table,  and  to  take  the  vote  di- 
rectly on  the  question  of  jurisdiction,  might  in- 
volve gentlemen  who  would  vote  for  the  resolution 
in  the  diflicult}r  of  being  misunderstood  by  the 
country  in  relation  to  their  reasons  for  so  voting. 
After  the  discussion  had  been  proceeding  for  ser* 
eral  days  on  the  whole  subject,  it  did  not  seem 
right  to  arrest  it,  especially  after  the  elaborate 
speech  of  the  Senator  from  Maine.  Entertaining 
himself  the  opinion  that  the  Senate  had  not  juris- 
diction of  the  bill,  he  should,  at  the  proper  time, 
give  his  vote  in  accordance  with  that  opinion. 
But  as  to  sik^ncing  this  great  and  lasting  question, 
it  was  in  vain  to  make  the  attempt.  The  subject 
would  be  discussed.  It  might  as  well  be  attempt- 
ed to  arrest  time  itself,  as  to  arrest  the  discussion 
of  a  matter  which  agitated  the  whole  Union. 

Although  it  was  his  belief  that  the  Senate  had 
not  that  kind  of  unequivocal  jurisdiction  which 
justified  thcintrndiiciion  of  the  bill,  stillhe  should 
vote  ngninst  laying  the  matter  upon  the  table,  for 
the  obvious  reason  that  it  would  place  Senators 
in  the  condition  that  they  would  be  required  to 
explain  to  the  country  the  reasons  for  their  votes. 
They  might  have  vorious  and  opposite  motives 
for  their  votes;  yet,  with  no  explanation,  they 
might  be  supposed  to  be  actuated  by  the  same 
reasons.  Ho  thought  it  would  be  much  belter  to 
decide  at  once  the  question  of  jurisdiction:  and  he 
therefore  suggested  to  the  Senator  from  Virginia 
the  propriety  of  withdrawing  his  motion  to  lay 
on  tnc  table,  nnd  let  the  direct  vote  be  taken  on 
the  preliminiiry  point. 

Mr.  ARCHER  observed  that  the  honorable 
Senators  from  Arkansas  and  Ohio  s)!emed  to  him 
to  be  altogether  nnauthorrzed  in  inking  up-  the 
opinion  expressed  by  them,  that  anybody  on  his 
side  of  the  House  was  opposed,  on  a  proper  oc- 
casion and  at  the  proper  time, to  debate  the  ques- 
tion. He  was  sure  tlie  motion  he  had  made,  ac- 
companied by  the  explanation  he  had  given,  did 
not  warrant  any  such  inference  as  that  it  was  his 
design,  or  the  objrctof  gentlemen  on  his  side,  to 
shrink  from  the  fullest  discussion  of  the  tariff 
law,  whenever  the  subject  came  up  in  a  constitu- 
tional manner. 

Mr.  ALLEN  disclaimed  meaning  that  the  ^n- 
tlemen  were  not  disposed  to  go  into  discussion; 
but  that,  at  this  particular  stage  of  the  proceed- 
ings, he  regretlcil  they  should  be  disposed  to  ar- 
rest discussion  that  bad  gone  on  so  long.  Now, 
as  it  would  be  truly  in  vain  to  attempt  arresting 
discussion  at  any  time  on.  this  great  question,  to 
sny  it  ought  to  go  on  now  wos  not  saying  that  it 
was  the  object  of  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  to 
avoid  discussion  at  any  time. 

Mr.  ARCH  ER  accepted  the  explanation.  He 
was  confident  that  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the 
Senator  to  make  any  uncourteous  allusions  to 
him  or  his  friends.  He  would  take  occasion  to 
say  that  he,  for  one — and  he  would  undertake  to 
speak  for  every  Senator  on  his  side  of  the  Cham- 
ber— so  far  from  being  disposed  to  arrest  discus- 
sion on  the  tariff  policy  of  the  country,  it  was 
their  earnest  desire  that,  at  the  proper  time,  both 
Hbuses  might  go  into  that  discussion. 

The  Senator  from  Arkansas  was  mistaken  with 
regard  to  his  friend  from  Greorgia  and  himself. 
They  held,  not  that  it  would  be  surplus  discus- 
sion, but  that  it  was  not  within  the  competency 
of  the  Senate  to  entertain  the  bill  at  all.    The 
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Senator  from  Ohio  said  that,  although  he  c9n- 
carred  in  the  opinion  of  the  Senator  from  Geor- 
gia, that  to  entertain  the  hill  was  not  constitu- 
tional, he  should  vote  against  the  motion,  which 
the  Chair  said  was  the  only  mode  of  meeting  the 
question  of  jurisdiction  as  a  preliminary  ques- 
tion. If  any  Senator  could  point  out  another 
mode  of  coming  at  the  direct  vote,  he  should  not 
hesitate  to  say  that  it  would  be  most  desirable.to 
adopt  it.  Now,  if  the  Senator,  or  any  other  gen- 
tleman, would  make  a  motion  which  would  eifect 
that  object,  he  was  willing  to  go  for  it,  to  escape 
an  unauthorized  discussion  now.  He  renewed 
Itia  motion  to  lay  on  the  table. 

Mr.  EVANS  asked  for  a  division  of  the  ques- 
tion in  this  form  :  First,  on  laying  the  bill  on 
the  table;  and  then  on  the  second  branch  of  the 
resolution;  so  that,  if  the  bill  and  Inst  part  of  the 
resolution  be  laid  on  the  table,  and  the  second 
part  be  not  negatived,  and  not  laid  on  the  table, 
the  discussion  of  the  Senate  will  be  on  that  sub- 
jedt,  and  not  an  any  other. 

The  CHAIR  was  under  the  impression  that, 
if  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table,  it  necessarily  in- 
cluded the  whole  subject.  But  it  might  be  done 
in  this  way — retaining  all  the  matter  in  the  first 
proposition. 

Mr.  EVANS  asked  what  would  then  be  the 
subject  of  discussion  if  the  last  resolution  was  laid 
on  the  table  i 

The  CHAIR  said  the  first  would  be. 

Mr.  EVANS  asked,  would  the  bill  iUelf  and 
itii  merits,  or  the  first  resolution  alone,  be  dis- 
cussed } 

The  CHAIR  said  it  was  his  opinion  that  the 
first  resolution,  and  that  alone,  would  be  the  sub- 
ject of  discussion. 

Mr.  EVANS  thought  that  it  would,  in  that 
form,  furnish  a  mode  oy  which  the  sense  of  the 
Senate  could  be  attained  on  the  preliminary  ques- 
tion. 

The  point  of  order  for  obtaining  the  direct  vote 
was  discussed  for  some  time  by  Messrs.  EVANS, 
KING,  ARCHER, and MOREHEAD;  when, 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  MOREHEAD,  that  it 
was  due  to  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr. 
McDorric]  to  hare  an  opportunity  of  answering 
the  Senator  from  Maine,  [Mr.  Evans,]  it  was 
agreed  by  general  consent,  with  ilie  exception  of 
Mr.  Hatwoop,  who  declared  that  he  would  be 
no  party  to  such  an  unparliamentary  understand- 
ing, that  Mr.  McDuffie  should  name  a  dtiy  for 
making  his  reply ;  and  that  then  the  debate  should 
cease,  by  Mr.  AacHCR  being  reinstated  in  his  po- 
sition of  being  the  mover  of  the  question  to  lay 
the  whole  on  the  tabic. 

Mr.  McDuffie  yielding  to  the  suggestion  that 
Monday  next  would  be  a  proper  time  to  take  up 
the  subject  again,  the  subject  was  postponedto 
that  day. 

The  Senate  then  went  into  executive  session; 
and,  aAer  some  time  spent  therein,  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
WcDNESDAT,  January  24,  1844. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  wished  to  give  notice  of  a  bill. 

Mr.  ADAMS  objected,  and  called  for  the  orders 
of  the  day. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  ro.se  to  a  privileged  question; 
and  on  his  motion,  a  correction  was  made  in  the 
Journal. 

nEPORT  ON  THE  RULES. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  order  of  the  morning 
hour  was  called  for;  which  was  the  report  of  tlie 
Committee  on  Rules. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky,  asked  permission 
at  this  time  to  presents  minority  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Rules;  which  was  acceded  to.    ' 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  moved  the  printing  of  an 
extra  number  of  the  report  of  the  tnajorily  and 
minority  of  the  committee  together. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  objected. 

Mr.  WINTHROP  then  proceeded  with  bis 
remarks  on  the  right  of  petition,  which  he  com- 
menced yesterday;  and  in  the  course  of  his  ar- 
gument ho  quoted  from  Hatsell,  (an  English 
authority  on  that  subject,)  showing  the  settled 
practice  of  the  English  House  of  Commons. 

Mr.  RHETT  wished  to  correct  the  gentleman 
by  reading  a  note  to  the  passage  which  had  been 
read  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts. 

Mr  WINTHROP  said  he  was  desirous  to  oc- 


cupy the  whole  of  the  time  allotted  to  him;  and 
he  went  on  and  finished  his  remarks. 

Mr.  PAYNE  next  obtained  the  fioor;  which, 
however,  was  contested  by  Mr.  A.  JOHNSON. 

The  SPEAKER  gave  the  floor  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Alabama.' 

Mr.  RHETT,  by  Mr.  Patne's  permission, 
said  that  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  in 
quoting  tho  proposition  from  Hatsell,  which  he 
said  he  hoped  would  be  inscribed  as  one  of-  the 
rules  of  the  House,  did  not  refer  to  Mr.  Hatsell's 
authority  or  his  proposition,  on  the  same  page, 
which  he  would  read  to  the  House.  Mr.  Hatsell 
says: 

"  In  the  pmcrsillnzs  between  the  two  Rnuses  on  Skin- 
ner's busiinen,  in  1669,  whirli  nre  enued  from  the  Jour- 
nalit,  it  appears  from  Gray's  Drbnti^s.  VI.,  p.  209,  that  on 
tlic  7th  and  8th  of  December,  the  House  uf  Commons  re- 
Boivcd: 

" '  1.  That  It  is  an  inherent  right  of  every  commoner  of 
England  to  prepare  and  present  petitions  to  the  House,  in 
case  n(  grievances ;  and  of  the  House  of  Couimoiu  to  re- 
ceive them. 

*'  '2.  Tliat  it  is  the  undoubted  right  and  privilege  of  the 
House  of  Commons  to  adjudge  and  determine,  touching  the 
nature  nnd  matter  of  such  petitions,  kow  far  they  are  fit 
and  unfil  to  be  received." 

Mr.  WINTHROP  said  that,  if  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  would  look  to  page  388,  he 
would  see  this  matter  corrected,  and  the  word 
rtetived  was  stricken  out,  and  the  word  retained 
was  inserted  in  the  second  proposition. 

Mr.  PAYNE  having  proceeded, 

Mr.  RHETT  interrupted  him, and  begged  him 
to  allow  him  to  read  to  the  House  the  proposition 
which  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  said 
was  altered  on  the  |>age  388;  that  he  finds  them, 
at  the  page  the  gentleman  referred  to,  exactly  OS 
they  are  first  recited  by  Mr.  Hatsell;  the  word 
received  being  in  the  second  proposition. 

Mr.  PAYNE  refused  to  allow  Mr.  Rbett  to 
read  the  proposition. 

Mr.  PAYNE  said  it  had  not  been  his  purpose 
to  trouble  the  House  upon  this  subject;  but  when 
he  reflected  upon  the  importance  of  the  question 
involved,  and  the  importance  of  those  results 
which  would  probably  grow  out  of  the  determ- 
ination of  the.  question,  he  felt  constrained — very 
much  against  his  will — to  take  part  in  the  debate. 
The  discussion  upon  this  question  had  been  of  a 
most  extraordinary  character.  Gentlemen  had 
come  forward  and  stated  upon  the  floor  of  that 
Hoitse  that  a  deliberate  design  was  entertained 
by  gentlemen  here  to  suppress  or  abolish  the  right 
of  petition,  to  prevent  the  people  of  the  United 
States  from  assembling  and  petitioning  the  Gov- 
ernment. He  availed  himself  of  this  occasion  to 
declare  in  the  face  of  the  nation,  that,  aa  far  as 
his  knowledge  extended,  no  such  feeling,  dispo- 
sition, or  desire,  was  entertained  by  any  individ- 
ual in  the  House. 

The  gentleman  from  Snnth  Carolina, who  opened 
the  debate,  expressly  declared  that  the  right  of 
petition  was  an  inherent  right,  and  placed  beyond 
the  reach  of  legislation.  Such  was  the  opinion 
which  he  himself  entertained.  Why,  then,  was 
this  attempt  made  to  gull  and  deceive  the  people? 
He  would  not  impute  improper  motives  to  any 
gentleman.  He  would  not  say  there  was  a  species 
of  demagogism  at  the  bottom  of  this  memorial; 
that  it  was  intended  to  make  political  capital  out 
of  it.  There  was  no  petition  which  had  been  pre- 
sented to  this  Congress  which  had  not  been  heard, 
understood,  and  acted  upon.  Every  abolition 
petition  which  had  been  presented ,  had  either  been 
read,  or  its  contents  distinctly  stated,  so  that  the 
House  was  put  fully  in  possession  of  the  subject. 
The  right  of  petition  was  not  the  question  involved 
in  this  discussion;  the  true  question  was,  how  far 
they  were  bound  to  legislate  upon  tEe  subject  of 
abolition  petitions;  and,  in  his  opinion,  they  were 
not  bound  to  legislate  upon  these  petitions  at  all. 
The  House,  knowing  their  contents,  had  only  to 
act  by  their  rejection.  But  be  would  be  glad  to 
know  how  far  gentlemen  expected  the  House  to 
act  upon  them.  Where  was  to  be  the  limit,  if 
they  once  commenced  ?  Would  it  be  pretended 
that  Congress  had  the  power  to  abolish  slavery 
within  this  District?  But  he  would  wish  the  word 
glavery  to  be  dropped;  for  the  use  of  that  word 
served  to  deceive  the  public  in  regard  to  the  ques- 
tion. The  inquiry  should  be,  has  Congress  the 
power  to  abolish  the  right  of  property  within  the 
District  of  Columbia?  That  was  the  q<iestion.~' 
But  perhaps  the  question  that^hould  be  first  set 
tied  was,  whether  individuals  should  hold  prop- 


erty in  slaves.  He  would  not,  however,  go  beck 
so  far  as  to  investigate  all  that  question.  It  was 
sufficientforhim  to  know  that  slavery  had  existed, 
in  some  form  or  other,  from  the  beginning  of  the 
world  to  the  present  day,  and  he  believed  it  to  be 
the  invariable  concomitant  of  civilization  and  im- 
provement. So  long  as  the  inviolable  principle 
of  order  should  continue — so  long  as  the  advance- 
ment of  one  man  necessarily  implied  the  degrada- 
tion of  another — so  long  would  there  continue  to 
be  slavery.  Hut  it  was  not  his  intention  to  go 
back  to  the  origin  of  slavery.  It  now  exis^ 
under  the  laws  of  this  country.  How  did  this 
country  acquire  the  institution  originally?  They 
acquired  the  right  to  their  slaves  by  purchase.  It 
was  either  by  an  ordinance  of  the  British  sover- 
eign, while  these  States  were  colonies  of  Great 
Britain,  or  by  an  act  of  Parliament,  he  did  not 
remember  which;  nor  did  he  recollect  distinctly 
where  he  got  the  information  of  this  fact,  tiiat 
every  person  who  purchased  lands  was  compelled 
to  purchase  slaves.  Thus  slavery  had  been  forced 
upon  them  by  that  nation  which  affects  so  great 
a  horror  of  slavery,  and  of  every  thing  else  which 
is  not  subservient  to  her  own  interests. 

Independently  or  this,  there  were  other  con- 
siderations which  gave  to  individuals  a  title  to  the 
slaves.  He  raises  them;  he  has  to  provide  for 
them  in  their  old  age — to  sustain  them.  And  was 
a  man  entitled  to  no  remuneration  for  the  care  be 
wns  obliged  to  take  of  them  ?  But  he  appre- 
hended that  the  right  of  property  in  slaves  would 
not  be  questioned.  It  had,  however,  been  con- 
tended by  some,  that,  under  the  act  of  cession 
from  Maryland  of  a  part  of  this  District,  Con- 
gress had  full  power  to  abolish  slavery.  He  quee- 
tioncd  whether  the  Legislature  of  Maryland  itself 
could  abolish  slavery.  Where  was  the  law  au- 
thorizing them  to  abolish  the  right  of  property? 
There  was  no  such  law.  The  declaration  of  rights 
prohibited  the  Legislature  of  Maryland  from  abol- 
ishing the  right  of  property,  and'  the  same  with 
regard  to  Virginia.  Ihe  Legislatures  of  these 
States  being  prohibited  from  abolishing  the  right 
of  property,  in  the  transfer  of  territory  to  the  Fed- 
eral Government,  they  could  give  no  right  which 
they  did  not  themselves  possess.  In  feet,  the  deed 
of  cession  from  Virginia  contained  an  express 
prohibition  of  the  power  to  abolish  the  right  of 
property  within  this  District. 

[Mr.  P.  here  read  from  the  deed  of  cession,  and 
also  from  a  letter  of  Benjamin  Watkins  Leigh, 
showing  his  opinions  upon  this  subject.] 

It  was  said  that  Congress  had  the  exclusive 
right  to  legislate  within  this  District.  That  was 
not  the  question.  No  one  ever  supposed  that 
another  legislative  body  could  exist  here;  of 
course  no  one  had  imagined  that  the  people  of 
this  District  could  estal>lish  another  legislature. 
But  it  was  never  intended  that  this  Legislature 
should  break  down  all  the  barriers  which  exist 
against  the  destruction  of  the  right  of  property. 

General  Harrison,  in  his  inaugural  address, 
declared  that  the  people  of  this  District  should 
not  be  slaves;  that  they  should  be  regarded  as 
freemen.  He  had  regarded  this  declaration  at 
absurd;  but  if  such  a  doctrine  prevailed,  viz:  that 
Congress  had  the  power  to  sweep  away  the  right 
of  property,  they  were,  indeed,  the  most  abject 
of  slaves.  He  contended  that  no  such  right  did 
exist.  The  right  of  property  was  as  well  secured 
to  the  people  within  this  District  as  it  was  to  the 
people  of  the  Union;  and  every  barrier  which  had 
been  raised  to  resist  the  encroachments  of  the 
power  of  the  Government  within  the  Stales,  ex- 
isted also  in  regard  to  this  District.  Biitthey 
were  not  led  exclusively  to  reason  upon  this  sub- 
ject. The  Constitution  itself  expressly  deelsred 
in  an  amendment  to  that  instrument,  that  private 
property  should  not  be  applied  to  public  uses. 
Could  it  for  a  moment  be  contended  that  slaves 
were  designed  to  be  applied  to  public  uses?  it 
would  be  preposterous.  There  was  another  ques- 
tion connected  with  this  subject;  and  that  was, 
the  power  of  Congress  to  make  compensation  for 
slaves;  but  it  was  not  necessary  to  enter  into  that 
now.  It  was  enough  to  know  that  the  abolition 
of  the  right  of  property  was  prohibited  both  by 
legislative  enactment  and  by  the  Constitution 
itself. 

I  ask  (said  he)  if  we  are  bound  to  receive  prop- 
ositions to  violate  the  Constitution,  and  violate 
our  oaths.  No,  sir;  though  we  have  no  right  to 
prevent  the  people  from  petitioning — no  rifht  to 
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judge  of  the  subject*  on  which  they  shall  peti- 
tion— I  ask  if,  when  petitions  are  presented  at 
the  table,  and  you  have  settled  in  your  mind  that 
you  bare  not  the  right  to  grant  the  prayer,  be- 
cause in  doini;  so,  you  would  necessarily  tiolate 
the  Constitution — I  ask  you  if  you  are  bound  to 
entertain,  discuss,  or  legislate  on  that  proposi- 
tion? Now,  he  would  appeal  to  those  honest 
men  in  the  Slates  who  were  not  Aipolitionists — 
for  honor  and  honesty  did  not  belong  to  the  abo- 
lition party — but  those  honest  men  who  were 
unlTed  with  them  under  the  delusive  idea  that  the 
right  of  petition  had  been  abridged,  if  they  really 
believed  that  the  right  of  petition  was  violated  by 
refusing  to  entertain  propositions  to  violate  the 
Constitution,  and  violate  iheir  oaths.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  [Mr.  Giddings]  laughs;  and  I 
would  be  glad  to  understand  from  him  if  he  is 
an  Abolitionist. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.    Yes,  1  am. 

Mr.  PAYNE.  Then,  sir,  we  have  a  strijiing 
illustration  of  the  honor  that  belongs  to  the  Abo- 
litionists. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  remarks  of  the  gentle- 
man are  not  in  order. 

Mr.  PAYNE.  The  gentleman  himself  iiiter- 
rapted  me  by  a  grin,  which  he  had  no  right  to 
do,  and  my  retort  was  the  'consequence  of  his 
conduct.  Then  he  would  say  that  as  these  peti- 
tions proposed  a  violation  of  the  Constitution, 
Congress  had  no  right  to  entertain  them.  If  a 
proposition  was  made  to  an  individual  to  disre- 
gard hia  oath,  and  do  a  dishonorable  act,  he 
■houM  regard  it  as  an  insult,  and  resent  it  accord.> 
ingly.  So  it  was  in  public  affairs.  Congress 
should,  with  as  much  promptness,  refuse  to  en- 
tertain a  dishonorable  proposition  as  an  individ- 
ual was  bound  to  do.  He  was  about  to  say  to 
these  honest  men,  who  were  not  connected  with 
the  Abolitionists  in  their  unlawful  designs,  but 
who  joined  them  in  the  clamor  for  the  right  of 
petition,  "  yon  mar  petition  on  every  subject  you 
uleaae  on  which  Congress  can  constitutionally 
legislate;  refer  them,  discuss  them,  and  legislate 
on  them;  but  when  petitions  are  presented  which 
disregard  the  Ccnstitution,  and  ask  us  to  violate 
oar  oaths,  then  we  are  not  bound  to  receive 
them."  He  would  ask  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Doncan}  who  avowed  himself  opposed  to 
the  schemes  of  these  Abolitionists,  but  yet  con- 
tended for  the  reception  of  these  petitions,  to 
steuid  on  this  ground;  that  they  were  not  bound 
to  violate  the  Constitution  pnd  disregard  their 
oaths..  If  the  gentleman  went  one  step  further, 
where  was  he  to  stop?  The  Abolitionists  never 
would  be  satisfied  with  the  civil  re<;e[)tion  of 
these  petitions;  they  never  would  be  satisfied  by 
the  receiving  them  and  laying  them  upon  the  ta- 
ble; they  never  would  be  satisfied  except  by  refcr- 
eoee,  discussion,  and  report;  and,  in  short,  the 
iinai  accomplishment  of  the  objects  they  have 
in  view.  He  would  tell  gentlemen,  therefore, 
who  held  the  same  opinions,  that  the  only  safe 
and  constitutional  ground  to  stand  upon  was,  that 
Congress  should  notenlertain  propositions  which 
invorlTe  a  violation  of  the  Constitution.  If  they 
went  one  step  beyond  that,  there  was  no  slop- 
ping the  tide  tluit  would  rush  in.  He  would 
moke  one  remark  to  the  Democratic  party.  You 
can  never  gain  the  aympathy  and  aSiection  of  the 
Abolition  parly,  do  what  you  will.  You  may 
make  one  concession  now,  and  they  will  imme- 
diately ask  for  another;  and  they  will  go  on  get- 
ting  more  and  more  from  you,  until  you  sink 
down,  in  the  tide  of  time,  to  utier  oblivion;  or 
else  they  will  take  you  by  the  hair  of  the  head, 
and  doom  you  to  servitude. 

We  of  the  South  seek  not  to  abridge  the  right 
of  petition.  All  that  we  do  is  to  refuse  to  receive 
petitions  asking  us  to  do  that  which  we  have  no 
constitutional  power  to  do.  He  would  appeal  to 
any  reasonable  man — if  any  such  there  were  who 
were  eo5perating  with  these  Abolitionists — if  it 
was  not  the  extreme  of  folly  to  ask  them  to  receive 
petitions  the  prayer  of  which  it  was  admitted  they 
nad  not  the  constitutional  power  to  grant.'  Were 
these  men  willing  to  produce  convulsions  in  the 
country  for  the  sake  of  receiving  these  petitions, 
when  no  good  could  be  produced  by  it,  and  when 
the  very  prayer  contained  in  them  liad  that  object 
in  view? 

Mr.  DUNCAN  asked  leave  to  make  an  expla- 
nation. The  gentleman  alluded  to  the  grouhii  he 
took  in  relation  to  the  right  of  Congress  to  abol- 


ish slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  to 
his  olijgctions  to  the  21st  rule;  but  the  gentleman 
evaded  the  point  he  really  made,  which  was  that 
Congress  had  the  inherent  right  to  abolish  slavery 
in  the  District  of  Columbia  whenever  a  majority 
of  the  people  desired  it.    Congress  hnd  the  same 

Kower  in  relation  to  this  subject  that  Virginia  and 
laryland  had  before  the  assumption  of  jurisdic- 
tion by  it  here,  and  that  these  States  had  now; 
but  neither  of  them  had  this  power  until  a  major- 
ity of  the  people  instructed  tliem  to  exercise  it. 
Now,  he  would  ask  the  gentleman  if  he  would 
agree  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  if  a  ma- 
jority of  the  people  instructed  Congress  to  do  so  ? 

Mr.  PAYNE  replied  that  he  had  not  reached 
that  part  of  the  gentleman's  argument,  but  he  in- 
tended to  have  noticed  it  before  concluding.  He 
would  now  reply  to  the  gentleman's  question.  In 
the  first  place,  he  denied  that  the  people  of  the 
District  of  Columbia  could  instruct  Congress  at 
all.  The  doctrine  of  instruction  involved  a  con- 
stituency, and  atcpresentation  on  that  fiOor,  which 
the  people  of  the  District  hnd  not,  and  therefore 
they  could  not  instruct.  He  would  go  further. 
The  rights  of  property  would  prevent  Congress 
from  doing  this  thin^  without  an  amendment  to 
the  Constitution  authorizing  it.  Thete  was  no 
aspect  in  whi):h  the  subject  could  beviewed  which 
I  would  show  that  power  in  Coni;ress.  They  were 
'  tied  up  by  the  Constitution,  and  could  not  go  one 
step  beyond  that  instrument.  That  was  his  an- 
swer to  the  g:entleman  from  Ohio. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  of  Indiana,  observed  that  he 
had  not  risen  for  the  purpose  of  entering  at  large 
into  this  debate,  but  for  the  single  object  of  defin- 
ing his  position,  and  setting  himself  right  before 
his  constituents.  He  desired  to  say,  in  the  first 
place,  that  if  this  rule  was  so  important  as  gen- 
tlemen contended 

TheSPEAKER  hereannouneed  thatthe  morn- 
ing hour  had  expired. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  moved  to  suspend  the  rules, 
to  enable  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  to  go  on 
with  his  remarks. 

The  motion  was  negatived. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATIONS. 

Mr.  OWEN  moved  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union. 

The  SPEAKER  said,  that  before  patting  the 
question,  he  would  take  the  occasion  to  lay  be- 
fore the  House  some  executive  communications. 
He  then  presented  the  following: 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
transmitting  a  report  of  the  number,  names,  and 
compensation  of  the  clerks  in  his  Department; 
which  was  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in 
answer  to  the  resoUition  of  the  House  of  the  ]3lh 
instant,  transmitting  a  statement  of  the  amount 
of  moneys  received  from  the  Government  of  Mex- 
ico, vnder  the  treaty  of  indemnity;  and  the  rea- 
son for  refusing  compensation  to  commander  J. 
D.  Knight,  for  bringing  in  one  of  the  installments 
of  the  said  indemnity;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Aflfairs,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

A  letter  from  the  Treasury  Department,  sub- 
mitting a  report,  in  compliance  with  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  the  lOth  instant,  of  the  num- 
ber of  acres  of  land  unsold  in  the  Palestine,  Vin- 
cennes,  Shawneetown,  Kaskaskia,  and  Vandalia 
land  districts,  of  the  susceplibility  of  the  improve- 
ment of  the  great  Wabash  river,  from  Terre 
Haute  to  its  junction  with  the  Ohio  river;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

A  letter  from  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, transmitting  a  report,  in  answer  to 
a  resolution  of  yesterday,  directing  him  to  report 
the  amount  paid  to  James  Young  for  services  as 
clerk  of  the  Committee  of  Claims;  and  by  what 
aiuhority  he  has  been  paid;  which  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

IMPORTS  AND  EXPORTS. 

Mr.  CHAPMAN,  on  leave,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing resolution;  which  was  considered  and 
agreed  to: 

Re<i>(v«<,  That  the  Secretary  of  Stale  b«  rpquired,  in 

making  up  the  repnri  anil  tobies  called  l<>r  by  a  renolniion  of 

I  thU  House  ol'ibe  3d  ofMarcli  last,  In  relsiion  lo  the  prieea  of 

'  articles  in  roreitncououiesiinpoited  into  ibeUaiwd  Statu, 


to  ftate  b1«o  the  rate  of  duty  imposed  on  nich  articles  on 
being  imported  into  the  United  States  ;  and  where  speciflo 
duties  are  imposed,  to  reduce  ibein  to  ad  taiorem  rates  on 
the  cost  of  such  articles  abroad. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  C.  JOHNSON,  the  papers 

in  relation  to  the  claim  of  Mitly,  a  Creek  woman, 

wefe  withdrawn  from  the  files  of  the  last  session, 

and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL,  from  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the 
payment  of  equitable  commissions  to  the  agents  or 
attorneys  of  persons  in  whose  favor  awaits  have 
been  made  uhder  treaties  between  the  United 
States  and  foreign  Powers,  which  awards  have 
been  retained  in  the  Treasury  in  payments  of 
debts  due  to  the  United  States;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  VANCE,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  the  following  bills;  which  were  severally 
read  twice,  and  referred: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  B.  Folger; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  B.  Tucker; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  William  Au- 
gustus  Allen; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Geoigo  M  Jones;  and 

A  bill  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  passage 
of  General  La  Fayette  from  France  to  the  Unitetl 
States,  in  the  year  1824;  accompanied  by  a  report 
in  each  case. 

Mr.  RATHRUN,from  the  Committee  on  Rev- 
olutionary Pensions,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  granting 
half  pay  and  pensions  to  certain  widows,  and  the 
several  acts  and  resolutions  amendatory  of  the 
same,  and  to  extend  and  continue  the  provisions 
thereof,"  reported  the  same  with  an  amendment, 
which  was  rend  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Com* 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  COBB  made  a  report  from  the  Committee 
of  Claims,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Joseph  M.  Hernandez;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

BILL  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  HUGHES,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to 
establish  a  port  of  entry  in  the  county  of  Jack- 
son, in  the  State  of  Missouri;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

NOTICES  OF  BILLS. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  gave  notice  that  he  should, 
to-morrow,  or  some  convenient  day,  ask  leave  to 
introduce  a  bill  for  regulating  the  time  of  holding 
the  circuit  and  criminal  courts  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  an3  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  gave  notice  that  he 
would,  to-nl&rrow,  or  some  subsequent  day,  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  enforce  and  regulate 
the  habcai  corpus  act  and  the  act  of  1793,  concern- 
ing fugitives  from  labor. 

OREGON  TERRITORY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  OWEN,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the- 
stale  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  CAKPSBLLin  the  chair,) 
and  took  up  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Affairs,  presented  to  the  House  yesterday, 
on  the  resolution  of  Mr.  OwcN,  in  relation  to  the 
Oregon  Territory. 

Mr.  OWEN,  on  resuming  in  committee  there- 
marks  he  commenced  yesterday  in  the  House, 
nery  briefiy  stated  the  points  he  had  already 
touched  upon.  In  adverting  to  the  proposal  first 
made  to  Great  Britain,  by  the  gentleman  from 
MassachusetU,  [Mr.  Adams,]  and  renewed  by 
Mr.  Clay,  to  make  the  latitude  of  49°  the  perma- 
nent boundary  between  the  two  nations,  Mr.  O. 
remarked  that  one  very  strong  objection  to  this 
boundary  is,  that  almost  all  the  large  massesof  the 
besi  timber  in  the  territory  are  to  ne  found  north 
of  480;  most  of  it  north  of^  43°.  He  also  alluded 
to  the  fact  that  the  boundary  proposed  by  Great 
Britain  shut  out  the  United  States  from  almost 
every  good  harbor  on  the  coast,  including  the 
harbors  of  Nontka  and  Nitinat  on  Vancouver'* 
Island,  together  with  Admiralty  inlet  and  Puget 
sound,  and  the  mouth  of  Frascr's  river  on  the 
main  land.  Mr.  O.  then,  taking  up  his  argument 
at  the  point  at  which  he  was  interrapted  yester- 
day, quoted  the  remark  of  Mr.  Calnoun,  made 
in  the  Senate  lost  session,  in  proof  that  we  were 
placed,  by  this  system  of  negotiation  and  con- 
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cession,  in  a  false  position.  The  remark  was  as 
follows: 

"  It  rollnws,  that  the  portion  of  terriloi7  renlly  in  dispute 
between  tlie  iwocnannienis  about  three  degree*  of  ttUUtide; 
Uiat  IK,  about  one  fourth  of  the  whole." 

Mr.  O.  then  said:  I  ask  you,  sir,  to  observe  to 
what  point  all  this  is  surely  leading  us.  Our 
claims  north  of  49°  are  given  up,  and  the  ques- 
tion is  made  to  be,  how  much  more,  south  ofUhat 
parallel,  we  will  consent  to  sacrifice,  in  addition. 
Will  it  be  replied,  that  the  sentiment  quoted  is 
only  a  remark  incidentally  falling  from  on  indi- 
vidual member  of  Congress,  which  connot  be 
used  against  us?  And  do  you  iinagine^ir,  that 
the  words  of  John  C.  Calhoun  pass  not  across 
the  Atlantic'  Can  you  believe,  tKat  even  the 
chance  admissions  of  such  a  man,  on  o  subject 
80  interesting  to  England  asOregon,are  not  noted 
by  the  British  M-inisIry,  are  not  registered  at  St, 
James's?  Do  you  suppose  that  Mr.  Packenham, 
the  expected  British  Envoy,  has  not  read  that 
speech  }  And  can  you  doubt,  that  he  will  arrive 
among  us  prepared  to  settle,  not  whether  Oregon 
is  ours  or  Great  Britain's,  but  how  these  three 
degrees  of  latitude  are  to  be  parceled  out  between 
us.' 

What,  that  is  satisfactory  or  desirable,  can  re- 
sult from  a  negotiation  commencing  under  aut- 
pices  like  these.'  We  are  informed,  it  is  true,  in 
that  portion  of  the  President's  message  which 
refers  to  the  hitherto  unsuccessful  negotiations 
for  a  northwestern  boundary,  that  "  our  Minister 
in  London  has,  under  instructions,  again  brought 
the  subject  to  the  consideration  of  that  Govern- 
ment."^ I  am  sorry  for  it.  Twice  we  have  ap- 
proached Great  Britain  in  a  spirit  of  the  most 
liberal  concession.  Twice  she  has  rejected  our 
advances.  The  next  proposition  should  come 
from  her.    We  have  made  too  many  already. 

The  chief  objection  entertained  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Aflairs  to  the  proposed  resolu- 
tion, we  may  presume  to  be,  that  it  is  likely  to 
cast  difficulties  in  the  way  of  the  expected  nego- 
tiation. If  there  were  reasonable  promise  of  ben- 
efit to  these  United  States  from  this  diplomatic 
encounter,  the  argument  would  be  a  good  one. 
But  Europe  is  an  overmatch  for  us  in  the  courtly 
game  of  conventions  and  protocols.  From  the 
past,  I  judge  the  future.  That  which  baffled  the 
talents  of  Henry  Clay,  and  the  perseverance  of 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Adams,] 
we  may,  I  trust,  without  failing  in  due  respect 
to  our  present  Chief  Magistrate,  be  permitted  to 
doubtwhetherJohnTyler  can  succeed  in  effecting. 

But  that  is  not  the  proper  issue.  The  truth  is, 
that  until  we  assume  an  attitude  more  independ- 
ent than  has  hitherto  characterized  our  pToceed- 
tngs  relative  to  Oregon,  no  President,  no  Secre- 
tary, no  minister,  can  reasonably  be  ncpected  to 
obtain  from  Great  Britain  a  satisfactory  adjust- 
ment of  this  boundary  question. 

How  are  we  to  assume  such  an  attitude.'  By 
retracing,  so  far  as  we  honorably  may,  the  false 
(leps  we  have  taken.  By  putting  an  end  to  en- 
tangling alliances  into  which  we  should  never 
have  entered.  By  receding  from  rejected  con- 
ri-3sions,  which  we  ought  never  to  have  made. 
That  is  the  object  and  the  effect  of  rtie  joint  res- 
olution. 

But  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  may, 
perhaps,  further  object,  that  such  a  notice  as  that 
resolution  proposes  is  likely  to  prove  offensive, 
and  to  involve  us  in  a  war.  If  to  declare  to  Great 
Britain  that  she  is  no  longer  to  remain  with  us  a 
joint  occupant  of  the  vaXeyof  the  Columbia  be 
cause  of  war,  then  war  mu^t  come.  It  may  come 
sooner;  it  may  come  later;  but  come  it  must,  at 
last.  Can  you  arrfst  emigration  to  Oregon.' 
IIow  do  you  propose  to  set  about  it?  Will  you 
build  up  along  the  summit  ranse  of  the  Rocky 
mountains  a  Chinese  wall  of  demarkation,  and 
nay  to  the  tameless  spirits  of  tlte  western  wilder- 
ness, "  Thus  far  shall  ye  go  and  no  further,  and 
here  shall  your  onward  progress  be  stayed?" 
Caiiule  had  an  easier  task !  When  you  can 
whistle  back  the  mountain  eagle  in  his  upward 
flight  to  the  sun;  when  you  can  arrest,  by  a  word, 
the  wild  horse  of  the  prairie  in  his  mad  career; 
wheii  you  can  extinguish  in  the  bir<]  of  passage, 
tliat  instinct  which  bids  her  be  up  and  away  to 
the  regions  naluie  designed  for  her — then,  then 
only,  expect  to  set  up  mete  or  bound,  short  of  the 
broad  Pacific,  a  barrier  to  the  restless  enterprise 
of  the  West. 


Oregon  is  our  land  of  promise.  Oregon  is  our 
land  of  destination.  "  The  finger  of  Natiyre" — 
such  was  once  the  words  uf  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Adams,]  in  regard  to  this 
country — "  points  that  out.*^  Two  thousand 
American  citizens  are  already  indwellers  of  her 
valleys.  Five  thousand  more — ay,  it  may  be 
twice  thatnumber — will  have  crossed  the  mount- 
ain passes  before  another  year  -  rolls  round. 
While  you  are  legislating,  they  are  emigrating; 
and  whether  you  legislate  for  them  or  not,  they 
will  emigrate  still. 

What  is  to  be  the  resnltof  all  this?  What  will 
England  do?  If  she  permit  us,  as  I  hope  and  be- 
live,  peacefully  to  overrun  the  Columbia  valley, 
then  neither  will  she  find  cause  of  offense  in  this 
resolution.  But  if  she  resist — an<l  as  a  leading 
London  Journal  (not  the  ministerial  organ,  how- 
ever) boldly  avows  she  will — if  she  arm  the  In- 
dian tribes  in  her  cause — what  then  ?  This  reso- 
lution may  be  voted  down,  the  Oregon  bill  of  my 
friend  from' Missouri  [Mr.  Hcoh^]  may  be  de- 
feated this  session,  as  a  similar  bill  was  the  last; 
wc  may  depart  from  these  Halls  without  lifting 
a  finger  to  protect,  by  military  post  or  otherwise, 
our  settlers  on  the  Columbia;  and  yet  let  Great 
Britain  fulfill  this  threat  of  arming  Indians  against 
us,  and  then  let  the  tomahawk  draw  but  one  drop 
of  American  blood;  let  one  single  scalp  be  taken 
— the  forerunner  of  further  outrage — and  will  our 

Eeople,  think  you,  await  your  tardy  legislation 
efore  they  rush  to  the  rescuer  We  have  faults 
and  failings  enough,  God  knows — we  of  the 
West;  but  cowardice — tame,  cold-blooded  cow- 
ardice— the  craven  spirit  that  would  desert  a  com- 
rade at  his  utmost  need,  that,  at  least,  is  no  part 
of  our  character.  Let  the  news  pass  over  our  land 
of  a  massacre  among  the  Oregon  emigrants,  and 
your  armed -occupation  project  will  be  an  idle 
form.  Oregon  will  soon  be  occupied — an  armed 
occupation,  too  !  And  occupied  by  whom?  Not 
by  smooth-chinned,  trim-uniformed  cadets  from 
West  Point,  but  by  veteran  pioneers,  from  whom 
old  age  itself,  though  it  whiten  their  locks,  can- 
not steal  their  strength  and  tlieir  fire;  by  fierce 
Toung  hunters  of  the  frontier,  who  heard  the  war- 
noop  in  their  cradles,  and  who  burn  to  emulate 
the  exploits — to  avenge  the  death,  perhaps — of 
their  fathers;  by  a  partisan  army,  in  short,  of 
Nimrod  warriors,  who,  with  their  knives dt  their 
belts,  and  their  lon^  rifles  on  their  shoulders,  fear 
nothing,  red  or  white,  in  the  form  of  a  man. 

I  am  a  friend  of  peace,  1  hold  that  it  is  our 
duty  to  do  much,  to  suffer  much,  if  thus  we  may 
avoid  the  shedding  of  human  blood.  What  a 
spectacle  would  it  be,  in  this  age  of  the  world,  to 
see  two  powerful  nations  squandering  lives  and 
treasure  in  the  insensate  and  antiquated  trade  of 
war?  To  avert  such  a  calamity,  1  would  agree 
to  any  adjustment  within  the  bounds  of  reason, 
that  should  not  compromise  our  honor.  Further 
than  this,  even  expediency  itself  forbids  us  to  go. 
A  distinguished  British  statesman  has  well  said: 
"  He  who  vindicates  the  honor  of  a  country,  vin- 
dicates its  dearest  interests;  for  he  who  vindicates 
its  honor  preserves  its  peace."  Nothing  more 
true.  Permanent  peace  was  never  yet  obtained 
by  dishonorable  concession.  When  w«  do  make 
a  move,  then,  let  it  be  an  effectual  one.  It  is  in 
vain  to  cry  peace !  peace !  when  there  is  no  peace. 
It  is  worse  than  iale  to  patch  up  a  hollow  truce. 
That  which  public  opinion  demands — that  which 
these  United  Scales  must  have,  sooner  or  later — 
let  uB  claim  now;  now,  before  blood  has  flowed; 
now,  before,  in  the  excitement  uf  an  actual  rup- 
ture, both  Powers  lose  sight,  as  there  is  too  much 
reason  to  feartbey  may,  of  cool  and  rational  judg- 
ment. 

We  know  that  we  must  have  the  valley  of  the 
Columbia,  north  as  well-as  south  of  the  river.  No 
thinking  man  doubts  that.  We  know  that,  ere 
long,  we  must  not  only  extend  our  jurisdiction 
over  that  valley,  but  also  provide  homes  for  its 
emigants,  by  grants  of  lands  to  actual  settlers.  A 
bill  to  that  effect  passed  the  Senate  at  its  last  ses- 
sion, and  failed  in  the  House  under  an  adverse 
report,  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, [Mr.  Adams,]  as  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Affairs.  A^ill  of  a  similar  char- 
acter is  now  pending  in  this  House — another  in 
the  Senate.  Some  such  bill  is  not  unlikely  to  be- 
come a  law  this  very  session.  It  surely  will,  in 
the  course  of  a  year  or  two. 

Yet  our  right  t9  pass  such  a  bill,  with  a  land 


clause  attached — a  clause  now  necessary  and  im- 
portant in  any  Oregon  bill — has  been  questioned. 
Though  it  be  not  a  direct  infraction  nf  the  treaty, 
which  declares  Oregon  "free  and  open"  to  the 
subjects  of  England  equally  with  the  citizens  of 
the  United  Stales,  it  affords  ground  for  an  argu- 
ment of  some  plausibility  that  it  is. 

This  should  not  be.  Let  us  not  jeopard  a  title 
clear  and  unquestionable  in  itself,  by  proceeding 
to  assert  i  t  after  a  d  ubious  or  questionable  manner. 
Let  every  step  we  take  in  such  a  matter  as  this, 
be  not  justifiable  only,  but  above  all  suspicion. 
We  must  not  go  to  war  with  England,  with  the 
right,  even  by  implication,  on  her  side.  With 
the  right  clearly  on  ours,  she  dare  not  go.  to  war 
with  us. 

Let  us,  then,  begin  at  the  beginning.  Let  us 
pass  the  resolution  now.  Before  we  promise 
possession,  even  in  the  future,  to  others,  let  us 
ourselves  lake  measures  fully  to  obtain  it.  The 
treaty,  provides  the  mode.  Let  xii  strictly  con- 
form to  its  provisions.  That  done,  we  have  sat- 
isfied every  requirement.  Wc  have  silenced  every 
scruple.  And  we  may  then  proceed,  untram- 
meled  by  restricting  conventions,  to  lay  the  foun- 
dation on  the  far  shores  of  the  Pacific,  of  free  and 
independent  States;  destined,  one  day,  to  join 
their  elder  sisters  of  the  Confedera<;r;  destined  to 
spread  and  <o  perpetuate  those  noble  institutions 
that  have  given  us  the  peace  and  prosperity  we 
enjoy;  and,  though  prairie  and  wilderness  and 
mountain  intervene,  destined  in  after  limes  to  be- 
come one  with  us,  not  in  political  bonds  only, 
but  in  sentiment  and  in  habit,  in  feeling  and  in 
creed. 

Mr.  THOM  ASSON  said  he  was  unwilling  that 
the  vote  should  be  taken  upon  a  report  coming 
from  a  committee  of  which  he  was  a  member, 
without  the  action  of  that  committee  being  dis- 
tinctly understood,  not  only  by  his  immediate 
constituents,  but  by  the  whole  country.  The 
gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr,  Owen]  had  not  ut- 
tered a  single  sentiment  in  relation  to  the  right  of 
this  Government  which  he  did  not  subscribe  to. 
The  only  difference  between  the  gentleman  and 
himself  was  as  to  the  propriety  of  taking  any 
legislative  action  on  the  subject  at  this  time.  It 
had  been  announced  through  the  public  prints, as 
coming  from  the  President  of  the  United  Suites, 
that  the  Government  of  Great  Britain  had  de- 
puled  a  special  envoy  to  treat  with  this  Oovern- 
ment  on  the  Oregon  question;  and  it  was  but  fair 
to  infer  that  the  Con)mitlee  on  Foreign  Affairs, 
in  coming  to  the  conclusion  they  had,  were  actu- 
ated by  a  desire  on  their  part  not  to  interfere  with 
the  negotiations  upon  that  subject.  For  himself, 
he  had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  it  would  be 
highly  impolitic  to  have  any  legislative  action 
now  upon  the  subject,  more  especially  as  they 
had  been  ofiicially  informed  that  they  were  short- 
ly to  have  a  minister  from  Great  Britain  here 
among  us  to  treat  with  this  Government  upon  the 
subject.  What  would  be  the  consequence,  sup- 
posing they  were  to  notify  Great  Britain  that  they 
were  determined  to  take  possession  of  Oregon, 
whether  she  was  willing  or  not  ?  How  would  the 
negotiators  approach  tlie  subject  after  that  was 
done?  He  knew  but  little  about  national  affairs, 
this  being  his  first  journey  across  the  Alleghanics. 
He  would  rather  listen  than  speak;  for  there  was 
more  need  of  receiving  than  of  imparting  inform- 
ation; but, according  to  his  own  idea,  toonnounce 
the  intention  of  this  Government  to  terminate  the 
treaty,  and  to  take  possession  of  Oregon  at  this 

fiarticular  period,  would  be  highly  injudicious  at 
east.  Why  not  regulate  the  whole  matter  by 
legislation  ?  If  they  were  to  give  the  pioneere 
within  that  Territory  ten  years  longer,  they 
would  not  ask  for  legislation.  They  would  have 
possession  of  the  country.  Every  one  must  see 
that  this  would  be  the  inevitable  result. 

It  had  been  said  that  two  thousand  American 
citizens  had  already  emigrated  thither;  he  was  of 
the  opinion  titat  there  were  upwards  of  twenty 
thousand  American  citizens  located  beyond  the 
Rocky  mountains,  taking  in  the  whole  range  of 
country  from  Colifornia  to  the  northern  limit 
claimed  by  the  United  Slates;  and  tlwt  thousands 
were  preparing  to  emigrate.  This  Government 
had  only  to  wait  with  patience,  and  it  would  cer- 
tainly belong  to  them  eventually.  But  if  they  de- 
termined to  give  England  notice  that  the  stipula- 
tions of  the  convention  should  cease,  what  would 
be  the  result  ?  Woa  it  not  anoouncing  to  the  world 
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thdt,  after  the  expiration  of  a  year,  Oregon  would 
he  regarded  as  belonging  to  thia  Government,  and 
that  this  Government  woald  take  possession  of  it 
stall  hazards,  and  at  whatever  expense.  They 
vould  Btajid  pled^d  to  Lake  possession,  let  the 
cost  or  the  sacrifice  be  what  it  might;  and  would 
it  be  possible  for  this  Government  to  do  so,  situ- 
ated as  she  now  is?  Gentlemen  might  suppose  it 
was  an-easy  matter  to  collect  an  army  and  remove 
them  to  any  point;  but  he  could  tell  them  that  the 
cost  of  transporting  an  army  across  the  Rocky 
mountains  would  be  more  than  the  whole  revenue 
of  this  country  for  the  next  five  years. 

It  might  be  a  land  of  promise,  as  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana  said;  it  might  be  a  perfect  Canaan; 
but,  if  so,  it  was  contrary  to  all  accounts  that  he 
had  ever  received  from  Oregon.  It  had  been  in- 
variably described  to  him  as  consisting  of  waste 
sand-banks  in  part,  and  the  remainder  mountain- 
ous, and  covered  with  volcanic  remains,  until  ynu 
descend  the  rivers  which  empty  into  the  Pacific 
some  distance.  How  would  they  transport  an 
army  to  Oregon  }  It  would  be  no  child's  play,  if 
Great  Britain  should  choose  to  carry  her  forces 
thither.  She  could  concentrate  an  army  of  fifty 
thousand  men  in  Oregon  in  eight  weeks'  time. 

Previously  to  the  negotiation  of  the  Aahburton 
treaty,  the  newspapers  were  full  of  information 
relative  to  a  great  line  of  steam  vessels  fur  the 
conveyance  of  the  mails  between  Great  Britain 
and  all  the  principal  West  India  Islands.  He 
waa  informed  that  Great  Britain  had  taken  the 
precaution  to  have  stationed  at  various  points 
large  quantities  of  coal,  with  a  view,  as  was  said, 
to  supply  these  vessels  engaged  in  transporting 
the  mails.  .  Since  the  conclusion  of  that  treaty, 
had  they  heard  anything  of  theie  vessels }  He 
had  been  informed  further,  that  within  thirty-six 
hours  those  vessels  could  be  changed  into  war 
steamer's,  having  a  supply  of  coal  at  hand.  Had 
the  two  Governments  not  setcled  the  question. 
Great  Britain,  having  all  this  force  on  hand,  what 
would  have  been  the  result.'  And  now  the  knowl- 
edge which  Ihey  had  of  the  fact  that  Great  Brit- 
ain has,  at  this  moment,  a  very  large  and  dispos- 
able force  in  China,  which  could  be  brought  by 
six  weeks'  sail,  and  landed  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Oregon  river,  was  a  matter  which  he  hoped  gen- 
tlemen would  seriously  consider.  He  was  not 
for  war,  but  for  peace;  he  was  a  peace-loving, 
law-fearing,  law-abidin°;  man.  He  trusted,  when- 
ever the  country  called  upon  him,  he  would  be 
ready  to  answer  that  C4II;  but  he  was  not  for 
harrying  rashly  into  difficulty,  which  he  might 
possibly  regret. 

Mr-  WENTWORTH  said  he  had  no  idea  of 
speaking  until  he  heard  the  extraordinary  decla- 
ration which  had  just  fallen  from  the  gentleman 
.from  Kentucky.   Ho  was  both  surprised  and  as- 
'tonished  at  the  tenor  of  that  gentleman's  speech. 
The  gentleman  had  (old  them  that  a  special  min- 
ister was  about  to  be  sent  10  thia  country  to  nego- 
tiate upon  the  subject  of  Oregon;  and  that,  until 
those  negotiations  were  consummated,  it  would 
be  highly  improper  for  them  10  take  any  action 
upon  the  subject.   They  were  told  that  they  must 
be  silent  because  a  British  minister  was  coming 
to  negotiate.     For  that  very  reason,  he  would 
tell  the  gentleman  who  had  introduced  this  topic, 
ire  ought  at  once  to  let  Great  Briiairf  know  that 
we  will  not  surrender  to  her  an  inch  of  territory. 
He  was  one  of  those  believing  that  Great  Britain 
had   taken  her  last  inch  of  this  continent;  and 
that,  instead  of  gaining,  she  is  to  lose.    She  may 
relinquish  all  hopes  of  adding  to  her  possessions; 
for  even  when  the  people  of  Canada  again  strike 
for  freedom,  she  will  not  be  permitted  to  have 
another  peace  establishment  on  our  frontier,  or 
have  the  aid  of  independent  freemen  to  keep  her 
Bobjects  in  vassalage.  That  game  has  been  played 
already  once  too  oncn.     It  will  not  be  repeated. 
"  Give  the  settlers  of  the  Oregon  ten  years," 
said  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Tboh- 
AssoK,^  "  and  the  country  would  be  ours  without 
h-gislation."     Give  them  ten  years,  and  Great 
Britain,  securing  the  aid  of  the  Indians  and  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company,  would  be  able  to  resist 
cficctually  the  claim  of  this  Government.    Ten 
years  our  people  were  to  struggle  on,  under  the 
domination  oir  the  British  authorities — to  be  tried 
not  by  British  laws,  but  by  laws  made  to  suit  the 
occasion.     Allow  all  these  grievances  to  proceed 
for  ten  years,  while  we  sit  calm  and  inactive  here? 
He  waa  astonished  that  the  gentleman  should  pro- 


:  pose  it.  As  long  as  a  portion  of  the  country  was 
I  in  danger,  he  was  for  defending  it;  and  not  for 
,  waiting  ten  years,  until  the  population  of  the 
I  Territory  became  able  to  defend  it.  He  wanted 
I  the  question  taken  now,  in  order  that  the  British 
'  Minister,  who  is  coming  to  negotiate,  mijht  un- 

derstand  that  he  is  not  to  have  an  inch  of  Oregon. 
I  Had  it  come  to  this,  that  a  man  had  risen  upon 

the  floor  of  Congress,  and  said  that  it  would  not 
I  do  for  us  to  take  any  measures  in  relation  toOre- 

fan,  in  consequence  of  Great  Britain's  strength  ? 
.    le  was  astonished  to  hear  such  an  assertion  in 
!  such  a  place,  and  from  such  a  quarter.     If  the 
I  gentleman  believed  it,  he  ought  not  to  have  said 
I  it.    How  piuch  had  they  ever  got  from  Great 
'  Britain,  but  by  hard  fighting?  Even  after  the  war 
!  for  independence,  they  had  to  fight  the  battle  over 
'  again;  and  they  would  yet  have  to  fight  it  over 
I  again  for  Oregon.  He  believed  they  were  as  much 
obliged  to  defend  Oregon,  as  to  defend  the  spot 
I  on  which  they  stood.     What!  should  American 
j  citizens  be  recreant  to  their  country,  if  they  feared 
I  to  stand  up  in  her  defense  because  Great  Britain 
waa  powerful?    Let  her  come  with  her  steamers 
1  — let  her  come  with  her  cannon;  there  are  Amer- 
>  ican  hearts  in  the  breasts  of  the  people  of  this 
I  country,  and  they  will  withstand  her  power,  as 
did  our  forefathers  in  the  days  of  the  Revolution. 
He  held  that  their  chief  object  should  be  to  let 
i  Great  Britain  know  that  she  is  not  to,  and  can- 
not,  get  Oregon  from  us — that  this  nation  will 
I  never  consent  that  she  shall  have  Texas  or  Cal- 
I  ifornia — and  that  we  do  not  care  how  soon  she 
:  loses  Canada, 

'  He  feared  England  had  too  many  friends  upon 
that  floor;  but  the  very  last  reason  which  should 
I  be  assigned  for  friendship  with  Great  Britain  was, 
that  they  were  afraid  of  her  strength.  All  that  he 
wished  was,  that  she  might  undertake  to  get  Ore- 
gon. She  might  be  successful  for  a  time;  but, 
eventually,  the  American  valor  would  be  goaded 
on,  and,  as  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  happily 
said,  there  would  be  a  rush  across  the  Rocky 
mountains.  There  would  arise  some  Jackson  to 
defend  the  mouth  of  the  CulurobiA,  as  General 
Andrew  Jackson  had  defended  the  mouth  of  the 
Mississippi.  Yes,  there  would  be  a  Jackson  at 
hand,  to  act  as  he  did,  in  imprisoning  the  Halls 
and  Loualliers;  for  when  1I14  great  question  of 
Oregon  comes  up,  there  would  be  traitors.  Our 
country  never  got  into  trouble  yet  but  there  were 
some  men  cryin^outpeace!  peace!  while  theywere 
contriving  her  dcstruciion.  But  when  our  rights 
are  infringed,  we  are  nnt  the  men  to  be  satisfied 
I  with  peace.  We  strike  with  vigor,and  never  will 
I  yield  until  driven  to  complete  subjugation.  He 
was  for  speaking  out  upon  this  subject  distinctly, 
so  that  the  British  Minister,  when  he  comes,  might 
know  what  were  the  feelings  of  the  American  peo- 
ple, and  particularly  of  the  people  of  the  West, 
with  resard  to  it. 

Mr.  THO.MASSON  hoped  be  would  not  be 
misunderstood  on  the  subject.  He  did  not  be- 
lieve he  said  anything  to  convey  the  view  that  the 
power  of  Great  Britain  was  so  formidable  as  to 
prevent  us  from  insisting  upon  our  rights.  So  far 
as  he  was  concerned,  he  had  not  shown  any  dread 
I  of  British  power;  for  he  had,  in  the  last  war, 
I  shouldered  his  musket  in  defense  of  that  very 
State  the  grntteman  in  part  represented. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH.  I  am  hapr>y  to  hear  it; 
I  hope  the  gentleman  will  shoulder  his  musket  in 
defense  of  Oregon. 

Mr.  HUGHES  observed  that  he  did  not  rise 
at  this  late  hour  to  enter  into  the  discussion  of 
the  subject;  but  to  express  his  dissent  from  the 
views  advanced  j>y  the  geotleman  from  Ken- 
tucky, [  Mr.  TnoM&ssoN.  ]  He  thought  the  gen- 
tleman was  mistaken, and  particularly  so  in  what 
he  said  as  to  the  importance  and  value  of  the 
country.  He  thought  he  should  be  able  to  show, 
as  he  would  endeavor  to  do,  that  thia  country 
possessed  as  much  rich  soil  as  belonged  to  the 
old  thirteen  United  Stales.  He  now  moved  that 
the  committee  rise. 

Mr.  PARMENTER  requested  tbe  gentleman 
to  withdraw  his  motion,  and  suggested  that  the 
subject  uiider,discussion  should  ue  passed  over 
informally;  and  that  the  committee  proceed  to  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  reported  by  the  Commit- 
tee on  Naval  Affairs,  authorizing  the  transfer  of 
naval  appropriations. 

This  being  agreed  to  by  general  consent,  Mr. 
Hughes  withdrew  his  motion. 


TRANSFER  OF  NAVAIi-APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  direct  the  transfer  of  naval  appro- 
priations under  certain  circumstances  was  taken 
up  and  read. 

Mr.  PARMENTER  went  into  an  explanation 
of  the  nature  and  objects  of  the  bill,  and  staled 
the  pressing  demandf  for  the  money  intended  to 
be  transferred,  to  enable  the  Department  to  carry 
on  its  operations.  The  bill  (he  said)  had  been 
so  amended  as  10  obviate  the  objections  that  bad 
been  made  against  such  transfers,  as  deviating 
from  the  established  principle  of  specific  appro- 
priations.* The  bill  was  limited  both  as  to  time 
and  amount,  as  it  was  to  extend  only  to  the  end 
of  the  present  fiscal  year;  and  the  sum  was  not 
to  go  beyond  1300,000.  No  additional  appro- 
priation was  involved,  and  no  surplus  appropria- 
tions for  other  objects  would  be  used,  unless  they 
were  not  needed  for  that  object. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  observed  that  ho 
should  like  to  understand  if  the  bill  was  amended 
BO  as  to  limit  the  time  and  amount  of  the  trans- 
fers. That  being  the  case,  he  should  not  object  to 
it;  and  he  believed  that,  had  the  first  bill  been  so 
framed,  it  would  have  passed  without  any  objec- 
tions. That  bill  conflicted  with  a  principle — that 
of  specific  appropriations — which  had  been  in 
practice  for  forty  years. 

Mr.  PARMENTER  said  the  bill  was  limited 
to  the  present  fiscal  year,  that  expireson  the  30th 
June  next;  and  the  sum  to  be  transferred  was 
limited  to  «3U0,000. 

Mr.  T.  SMITH  observed  that,  not  being  very 
well  informed  on  the  subject,  his  object  in  rising 
was  to  elicit  information  from  those  gentlemen 
who  were  able  to  give  it.  He  took  it  to  be  the 
correct  principle  that  appropriations  should  be 
specific;  and  that  those  who  had  the  administra- 
tion of  them  should  rigidly  confine  ihem  to  the 
objects  for  which  they  were  appropriated.  Ashe 
understood  the  first  bill,  it  placed  it  in  the  power 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  dispose  of  the 
entire  appropriation  for  that  branch  of  the  service 
at  his  own  discretion,  which  was  equivalent  to 
their  making  one  general  appropriation.  But  the 
gentleman  came  forward  with  an  amendment  to 
that  bill,  limiting  the  transfers  both  as  to  lime  and 
amount;  and  further  took  the  power  of  making 
them  from  the  Secretary,  and  gave  it  to  the  Pres- 
ident. What  was  the  effect  of  this?  Why,  it 
would  go  to  the  country  that$2U0,0U0  was  placed 
at  the  discretion  of  the  Executive;  and  what  was 
it  more  than  a  mere  accommodation  to  him  ? 
Would  he  not  have  the  power  to  withhold  the 
money  from  one  object  to  which  it  had  been  ap- 
propriated, and  apply  it  to  another  to  which  he 
was  more  favorably  disposed?  Now, he  was  en- 
tirely opposed  to  giving  this  power  either  to  the 
President  or  the  Departments,  and  would  confine 
the  appropriations  to  the  objects  designated  by 
Congress.  They  had  been  tuld  that  one  of  the 
objects  was  to  give  employment  to  many  work- 
men who  had  l^en  discharged  for  want  of  money 
to  pay.lhem,  and  were  now  in  a  state  of  suffer- 
ing. Whose  fault  was  it  that  they  had  been  dis-. 
charged  ?  Was  it  the  fault  of  Congress,  or  of  the 
appropriation  ?  ,By  no  means.  It  was  the  fault 
of  those  who  employed  them  without  tbe  means 
of  paying  them. 

Mr.  PARMENTER  rose  simply  to  explain 
two  points  in  the  gentleman's  remarks.  One  was, 
that  the  power  was  given  to  the  President,  in- 
stead of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy;  an  J  the  other 
was,  that  it  would  be  in  the  power  of  the  Secre- 
tary to  withhold  appropriations  from  one  object, 
and  apply  them  to  another  to  which  he  was  more 
favorable.  To  the  first,  he  would  reply  that  it 
was  the  usual  form  to  give  the  power  to  the  Pres- 
ident; and  to  the  second,  he  would  say  that  no 
power  was  given  to  transfer  an  appropriation 
from  any  object,  and  apply  it  to  another,  unless 
the  first  was  completed,  and  did  not  need  it. 

Mr.  MORRIS  spoke  in  favor  of  the  bill,  and 
referred  to  several  public  works  that  were  suffer- 
ing for  the  want  of  means  to  carry  them  on,  or 
protect  them  from  the  weather.  He  considered 
the  passage  of  ibis  bill  would  be  a  wise  and  eco- 
nomical measure. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  observed,  that  when  this 
question  was  formerly  before  the  House  he  made 
a  few  observations  in  regard  to  it,  and  asked  what 
were  the  balances  of  these  appropriations  that 
were  to  be  transferred?    For  insloncet  in  tbe 
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act  of  the  last  (easioiif  Congresa  appropriated 
^1,500,000  for  repairs  of  the  {favy;  and  that  ap- 
propriation ,  the  SiBCtetar y  told  them,  was  exhaust- 
ed, and  he  wanted  to  apply  the  balances  that 
were  onexpended  of  other  appropriations,  for 
other  objects,  to  continue  these- repairs.  Now, 
before  he  gave  his  sanction  to  this  application  of 
these  balances,  he  wanted  to  know  how  this 
|1,500,000  had  been  expended.  The  Secretary 
told  them  that  he  had  expended  this  f  1,500,000 
for  repairs;  and  asked  for  more.  We  say  to  him 
that  we  did  not  intend  that  he  should  hare  more 
for  this  object,  when  we  appropriated  that  sum. 
Bat  it  was  proposed  to  take  the  monBT  from 
appropriations  that  had  been  made  for  other  ob- 
jects. Now,  on  looking  at  this  bill,  he  found 
that  (100,000  had  been  appropriated  for  the  nary- 
yard  at  Pensaeola,  and  an  appropriation  for  the 
If ew  York  navy-yard,  which  hail  not  been  ex- 
pended, the  Secretary  wanted  to  apply  to  other 
objects. 

^Mr.  PARMENTER  called  the  attention  of  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  to  the  clause  of  this 
Bill  which  prohibits  the  transfer  of  certain  bal- 
ances. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  said  that  did  not  change 
his  argument.  He  charged  that  appropriations 
made  for  the  pay  of  crews, &c.,  when  on  service, 
had  been  transferred  to  other  branches;  and, 
when  the  sailors  came  back,  and  claimed  their 
pay,  another  appropriation  was  necessary.  He 
contended  that  some  restraint  should  be  put  on 
the  heads  of  Departments,  and  he  hoped  the 
House  would  not  pass  this  bill. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  would  be  very  glad  to 
hand  over  the  Secretaries  to  the  tender  mercies  of 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee;  but  he  could  not 
see  any  good  reason  why  they  should  nip  them- 
selves, or  stop  the  Navy,  and  turn  the  poor  work- 
men adrift  in  the  midst  of  winter. 

Conceding  that  there  had  been  mismanagement 
on  the  part  of  the  Secretaries,  yet  everybody  knew 
that  it  would  be  three  months  before  provision 
could  be  made  for  the  branches  to  which  it  is  now 
soughtto  make  this  transfer,  in  the  general  appro- 
priation bill,  and  if  this  bill  were  not  passed,  the 
men  would  be  punished  for  the  faults  of  the  Sec- 
retaries. 

Mr.  MURPHY,  with  great  respect  for  the  ex- 

Jerienee  of  his  friend  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  C. 
OHKSON,]  confessed  that  he  could  not  see  the 
force  of  the  objection  which  that  gentleman  urged 
against  the  paa8a|:e  of  this  bill.  The  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  in  reply  to  the  argument  of  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Parmen- 
TKR,]  in  favor  of  this  transfer  to  the  repairs  and 
increase  department,  said  that  injustice  might  be 
done  to  those  who  were  of  right  the  recipients  of 
that  appropriation.  Now,  as  he  read  the  bill 
before  the  committee,  he  was  of  opinion  that  pro- 
vision was  made  to  obviate  every  injustice.  The 
honorable  gentleman  read  an  extract  from  the  bill 
in  support  of  his  position. 

Gentlemen,  however,  argued  as  if  this  was  a 
new  mode  of  proceeding;  but  he  said,  in  reply, 
that  since  1809,  there  was  hardly  a  time  wnen 
this  power  was  not  given  to  the  heads  of  Depart- 
ments. In  ihe  year  he  had  mentioned,  a  general 
law  was  passed  authorizing  the  President,  on  the 
application  of  any  of  Ihe  Secretaries,  to  make 
transfers  from  one  branch  of  public  expenditure 
to  another;  and  that  law  remained,  with  slight 
modifications,  until  very  lately.  He  enumerated 
the  periods  when  Congress  had  legislated  on  this 
subject;  and  then  urged  that  here  they  had  the 
almost  uninterrupted  practice  of  the  Government 
for  a  long  period,  and  the  recommendation  of  the 
President  m  his  message,  and  of  the  Secretary  in 
his  report,  in  favor  of  the  principle  laid  down  in 
this  bill. 

But  this  was  nota  measure  to  give  employment 
simply  to  a  few  men.  He  knew  well  that,  in  one 
of  the  navy-yards  of  the  United  States,  there  was 
a  vessel  half  coppered,  which  could  be  completed 
and  launched  by  an  expenditure  of  from  five  thou- 
sand to  ten  thousahd  dollars;  but  if  that  vessel 
were  allowed  to  remain  in  her  unfinished  state 
until  the  general  appropriation  bill  was  passed, 
the  Government  would  lose  more  thao  would  now 
suffice  to  complete  the  coppering. 

Some  observation  ,wa8  here  made  to  the  honor- 
able gentleman,  in  an  under  tone,  by  a  member 
near  him. 

Mr.  MURPHY  replied,  if  this  ckse  did  not 


commend  itself  to  the  good  sense  of  the  gentle- 
man, he  should  not  press  it  on  local  grounds.  He 
then  went  on  to  show  that  the  public  service 
would  greatly  suffer  if  specific  appropriations 
were  in  all  cases  to  be  made,  and  no  transfer  were 
to  be  allowed. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said  gentlemen  from  the 
western  States  were  loo  much  accustomed  to  look 
upon  the  Navy  as  belonging  to  the  sea-board;  but 
he  considered  it  the  Navy  of  the  East  and  the 
West,  the  North  and  the  South.  He  wasa  friend 
to  the  Navy,  and  he  should  stand  up  on  all  occa- 
sions for  proper  retrenchments  in  the  Navy  De- 
partment; for,  to  continue  its  popularity  with  the 
people,  they  must  reduce  its  expenditures;  but 
let  them  not  take  its  life-blood  away.  He  then 
defended  (he  bill  generally  against  objections 
which  had  been  made  to  it,  showed  its  necessity, 
and  advocated  its  passage. 

Mr.  HARALSON  said  the  members  of  this 
House  were  sent  here  by  the  people;  and  they 
were  supposed  to  know  the  wishes  and  feelings 
of  the  people.  By  those  representatives,  appro- 
priations were  made  for  specific  objects;  and  his 
idea  was,  that  those  appropriations  never  should 
be  diverted  from  the  purposes  for  which  they 
wer*  voted  by  the  people's  representatives.  The 
bill  now  before  the  committee  gave  to  the  Secre- 
tary a  too  unlimited  power;  for  he  was  to  judge 
whether  the  unexpended  balances  were  necessary 
or  not;  and  might  transfer  them  to  other  branches, 
although  the  representatives  of  the  people  had 
appropriated  them  to  specific  objects.  To  this 
he  had  great  objection.  He  wished,  when  ap- 
propriations were  asked  for,  that  the  people 
should  know  their  object;  and,  when  they  were 
directedintoaparticular  channel,  that  they  should 
go  there,  and  that  no  one  should  be  allowed  to 
give  then  a  different  direction.  If  an  enlargement 
of  policy  was  necessary — which  it  was  not  neces- 
sary for  him  to  discuss — he  should  desire  the 
money  to  be  called  for  directly  for  that  purpose. 
If  it  were  shown  to  be  necessary,  it  should  have 
his  vote;  but  he  was  unwilling  to  vote  money  for 
a  particular  puipose,  and  then  that  it  should  be 
diverted  to  other  objects  than  those  to  which  the 
people's  representatives  said  it  should  go. 

AfterSomefurtherdiscussion,  in  which  Messrs. 
PARMENTER,  HUGHES,  HOPKINS,  BID- 
LACK,  C.JOHNSON,  and  BELSER,  partici- 
pated, the  committee  rose,  and  reported  that  they 
had  come  to  no  conclusion  upon  either  of  the 
subjects  which  they  had  had  under  consideration. 

"rhe  House  then  adjourned. 

Tb«  rollowlnf  petitiona,  presented  to^^sy,  were  baudsd 

to  tbe  reporter!*  Uy  the  membera  presenting  theni : 

Dy  Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Tndrmia:  The  petition  of  Nicholai 
Flcanor,  of  Indiana,  praying  compensation  for  a  borae  lost 
in  the  battle  of  Tippecanoe. 

Also,  the  petition  of  ninety-one  meuben  of  tbe  Legifla- 
ture  of^Indiana,  asliing  a  donation  of  loud  to  O'Bryoii  Mo- 
Nainer,  on  account  of  botlily  disability. 

Also,  Uie  petition  of  citizens  of  Morgan  coanty,  Indians, 
'in  favor  of^ranting  to  Bryce  W .  Miller  privilege  to  dig  a 
mill  race  ihrough  certain  public  lands,  and  tor  a  grant  of 
land  for  drainine  Die  same. 

By  Mr.  FICKLIN  :  The  petition  of  Tbomas  Bmidt  and 
fifty  others,  of  Edgar  county,  Illinois,  asking  an  appropria- 
tion of  lands  in  the  Wabasb  valley,  for  the  improvement  of 
the  Wabash  river  from  Terre  Haute  (the  terminus  of  the 
Wabasli  and  Erie  canal)  to  the  Ohio  river. 

By  Mr.  ATKINSON;  The  memorial  and  deposition  of 
Ihe  representatives  of  Willis  Niddlch,  asking  cotDpeusation 
for  losses  susMined  in  the  revolutionary  war,  by  Uia  de- 
airuction  by  llie  enetny  of  the  buildings  of  said  Niddich,  in 
which  the  public  provisions  were  placed ;  wliicti  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Cninmitlee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

By  Mr.  STEWART,  of  Connecticut :  The  petition  of  W. 
S.  Stockton,  of  Florida,  mail  contractor,  praying,  for  an 
allowance  for  actual  datnai-es,  owing  to  the  annulmcut  of 
a  mail  contract  by  the  Fostmaiiter  Genaral. 

Oy  Mr.  DANA :  The  petition  of  one  hundred  and  twea- 
ty-four  citizens  of  Perry,  Wyoming  county.  New  York,  to 
reduce  the  rates  of  iHistage,  kc;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Fn,:t  Office  and  PoatRoails. 

By  Mr.  KINO,  of  New  York  :  Tbe  petition  of  inhabit- 
ants of  Ogilensburgh,  to  abridge  Uie  franking  privilege, and 
to  reduce  the  ratcR  of  postage. 

By  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Ohio:  The  petition  of  E.  Short 
and  forty  others,  citizens  of  Washington  county,  Ohio, 
praying  i^ornn  uxtenKioiiof  mail  route  No.  2109,  from  Wash- 
ington, Guernsey  county,  to  Lowell,  Washington  county, 
Ohio ;  wliicli  was  rcferreil  to  tbe  Committee  on  Ihe  Post 
OIHcc  and  Post  Roads. 

By  Mr.  McOLGLLAND:  The  petition  of  Captain  John 
Martin,  for  a  further  pension. 

By  Mr.  RELFE :  The  petition  of  Robert  Miller,  Joseph 
Pawcett,  and  others,  ask  i  ng  Oonitress  to  pass  a  law  by  which 
the  sense  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  can  be  taken 
as  to  the  conslitiitionnlity  af  banks,  paper  money,  &c. 

By  Mr.  PARMENTER:  The  memorial  of  Martin  Col- 
Uen,  oTCharlestown,  Masaacbuseiu,  in  relaUon  to  the  offi- 


cial conduct  of  General  Henderson,  of  tbe  marine  corps; 
also,  the  petition  of  Nailianiel  R.  Whitney  and  flity-flve 
others,  legal  voters  of  Bast  Cambridge,  Masaachuseus,  for 
the  abolition  of  the  spirit-ration  in  the  United  States  Navy; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afi^iiv. 

By  Mr.  TYLER:  The  petition  of  Seymour  D.  Shaw  and 
otliers,  praying  for  the  erection  of  a  light -house  at  tbe 
mouth  of  Cattaraugus  creek,  New  York,  and  for  the  proaa- 
cution  of  the  unfinished  works  at  that  place. 

Also,  the  petition  of  H.  Stoddard  and  oihera,  for  the 
same.  , 

Also,  the  petition  of  H.  Stums  and  othera,  for  tbe  same. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Loren  Strong  and  others,  for  the 
same. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Captain  O.  Conner  and  Mheis,  fee 
the  same. 

By  Mr.  BBOWN,  of  Pennsylvania :  Tbe  pedtton  oT 
PliiHpSchnell,  a  soldier  of  Ihe  Bevolution,  asking  for  a  pen- 
sion. 

By  Mr.  HARPER :  Tbe  petition  of  Joseph  Gilman  and 
fiAy-ntne  others,  citizens  of  Indiana,  praying  for  a  grant 
of  land  to  aid  in  the  completion  of  the  Wabash  and  Erie 
canal ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  ou  Public 
Lands. 

By  Mr.  DILLINGHAM :  Tbe  petition  of  Calvin  HorreU 
and  others,  citizens  of  Caledonia  county,  Vermont,  praying 
for  a  reduction  of  postage  and  aa  abri<%inent  of  the  flank- 
ing privilege. 

IN  SENATE. 
Truksdat,  JoMiary  35, 1844. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  (mpore  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  communication  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment, transmitting,  in  compliance  with  the  act 
reorganizing  that  Department,  statements  of  con- 
tracts made  oy  the  Bureaus  of  Ordnance  and  Con- 
struction, Provision  and  Clothing;  which,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  was  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

PETITIONS,  ETC. 

Mr.  FOSTER  presented  a  petition  from  Eliza 
Maury,  widow  or  a  deceased  naval  officer,  pray- 
ing for  a  naval  pension  fund;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  presented  a  memorial  of 
the  Hartford  and  New  Haven  Railroad  Compa- 
ny, praying  a  remission  of  duty  on  certain  rail- 
road iron  laid  down  on  the  Hartford  and  Spring- 
field railroad;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

Mr.  STURGEON  presented  a  memorial  from 
citizens  of  Washington  county,  Pennsylvania, 
praying  for  a  reduction  of  the  rates  of  postage; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  a  memorial  from 
Hiram  Barney,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  other 
pereons,  praying  the  repeal  of  the  law  of  March, 
1843,  authorizing  the  running  of  boundary  lines 
of  the  reservation  for  the  use  of  the  Sac  and  Box 
tribe  of  Indians,  so  as  to  leave  the  boundary  as 
it  was  ori^nally;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee onTrivate  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  W.  also  presented  a  petition  from  James 
W.  Lowe,  asking  for  compensation  for  the  cap- 
ture of  the  British  private  armed  schooner  Ann, 
during  the  late  war;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  W.  presented  to  the  Senate  a  letter  super- 
scribed to  him,  from  C.  Edwards  Lester,  Amer- 
ican consul  at  Genoa,  representing  that  the  Du- 
razzo  family  arc  about  to  offer  their  celebrated 
library  for  sale,  and  urging  upon  Congress  the 
propriety  of  making  a  purchase  thereof,  which 
can  be  effected  for  $30,000;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Library. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  presented  a  similar  letter 
which  was  addressed  to  him.  It  received  the 
same  reference. 

Mr.  FULTON  presented  a  petition  from  Mary 
Morrice,  of  the  city  of  Washington,  asking  to  be 
placed  on  the  Navy  pension  list;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  presented  a  petition  from 
the  administrator  of  John  Judge,  praying  com- 
pensation for  a  machine  invented  by  him  for  test- 
ing the  strength  of  cables';  which  was  referred  to 
tile  Committee  on  Naval  Affaire. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  UPHAM,  from  the  Committee  on  Rtvo- 
lutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the  peti- 
tion of  the  heirs  of  Dr.  George  Davis,  a  surgeon  s 
mate  in  the  Army,  for  certain  componaalion,  made 
an  adverse  report  thereon;  which  was  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  tnble,  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  BARROW,  from  a  majority  of  tbe  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  repeal 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE/ 


PRINTED  AND  PUBLISHED  AT  THE  CITY  OF  WASHINGTON,  BY  BLAIR  8:  RIVES. 


S8th  CoMOREst,  1st  Session. 


TUESDAY,  JANUARY  30,  1844. 


VOL.  13 No.  13. 


10  much  of  the  act  of  31  at  August,  1842,  as  au- 
thiyize*  the  second  regiment  of  dragoons  to  be 
eoorerted  into  a  rifle  corps;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  in  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  FX)STER,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry  M. 
Crugeraud  Williaui  Oupeyster;  which  was  read, 
aad  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

NOTICE  or  A  BILL. 
Mr.  ARCHESR  gave  notice  that  he  Would,  on 
to-morrow,  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  change 
the  time  of  holding  the  circuit  court  in  the  western 
district  of  Virginia. 

COMSULAR  ESTABLISUHGMT. 

The  resohilion  heretofore  introduced  by  Mr. 
SEHrLK  was  taken  up  am)  read,  as  follows: 

Raalnei,  Ttiat  thn  Prrsidrnt  nftlie  tTiiUeil  Statni  be  re- 
^vetted  to  eauM  to  be  efHni«HiiMM«^d  u»  the  Senate— ^ 

1.  Alist  ot'Hil  llie  consul*,  vic«tcni)»alSfniHl  coiuil>ereial 
•{tnt«,  DOW  ill  Uic  service  ur  the  Uiiiteil  Slates,  tngelher 
with  llic  couotry  and  particular  port  or  place  at  which  tjiey 
reside. 

S.  Wbetberalltkeeaosalii,vice-consuls,andenniiiMn:ial 
ifMitt  aforesaMl  bavu  marie  riifular  rvtufrw  oT  Uie  teestind 
peniaisiies  which  they  h.-ive  received,  and  of  Uie  tonnage 
sad  comni'^rce  orUic  fTnited  States  within  their  respective 
coasulates  or  agencies,  according  to  the  instrucUons  of  the 
8«cmary  of  State. 

3.  Tbr  aiaouiii  of  fees  and  per^uMtes  which  rach  coii- 
•ttls,  vice-eoai^ulit,  )ind  coiiiiiicrcial  agents  hnvi;  received 
doring  the  years  1643  and  1843,  as  Ihr  as  returns  have  bteu 
received. 

4.  The  number  ofvi^asels  and  the  amonnl  of  innnaye  of 
tbe  United  States  which  entered  anil  cleared  wiUiin  each 
0f  the  consulates  and  agencies  aforesaid,  during  the  year 
l&iSaad  tJieyear  IS4S,  an  I^r  as  returns  have  tieen  received. 
Aad  also  the  number  of  seninen  belonging  to  the  UnitMl 
Slates  (bat  have  been  provideil  for  end  sent  home  fiom  e^h 
of  the  saJ  J  consulates  during  the  lime  aforesaid. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  said  the  resolution  was 
laid  on  the  table,  at  hi«  snrgealion,  with  a  view 
to  ascertain  whether  it  was  broad  enough  to  cover 
a  call  for  information  of  the  amounts  paid  by  oon- 
snls  abroad  for  the  relief  of  destitute  seamen. 
He  had  examined  the  resolution,  and  had  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  his  object  will  be  as  well 
attained  in  another  form,  as  by  an  amendment  to 
it.  He  knew  that  the  expense  of  transporting 
•eamen  from  abroad,  nrlio  were  in  a  dretitute 
eoodition,  was  very  considerable.  His  object  in 
making  the  call  he  suggested,  was  to  ascertain, 
from  the  accounts  of  moneys  paid  by  the  consuls 
for  that  object,  what  further  legislation  was  re- 
quired to  pr<*di>ce  economy  in  that  branch  of  ex-~ 
penditure,  and  to  give  greater  relief,  if  necessary, 
to  destitute  seamen. 

Mr.  FOSTER  said  he  had  an  amendment  to 
make,  which  was  to  extend  the  inquiry  in  the 
reaolulion,  so  as  to  aacerlain  how  many  consuls 
are  in  the  service,  who  are  not  citizens  of  the 
United  Sutes,  and  the  place  of  their  respective 
residences. 

Mr.  F.  proposed  an  amendment  in  accordance 
with  this  suggestion,  which  was  accepted  by  Mr. 
Smplc;  and  the  resolution,  as  thus  modified, 
was  adopted. 

rOX  AND  WISCONSIN  RIVERS. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore  announced  the 
general  orders;  the  first  bill  on  which  was  that  to 
paai  a  quantijiy  of  land  to  aid  in  the  improve- 
ment of  the  Fox  and  Wisconaiii  rivers,  and  to 
Moneet  the  same  by  a  carnal,  in  the  Territory  of 
Wisconsin. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  said  be  had,  since  yesterday, 
prepare  hia  amendments  so  as  to  meet  the  viewa 
expieaaed  by  the  Senator  from  Alabama.  He 
then  moved  ao  to  amend  the  first  section  as  to 
nave  the  lands  reaerved  from  sale,  instead  of  ap- 
propriating them  now. 

He  moved  also  to  strike  from  the  first  section 
of  the  bill  including  the  amendments  heretofore 
i»ade  on  the  auggestion  of  Mr.  Walzer,  pro- 
viding that  the  improvements  shall  be  kept  in  re-  | 
pairby  Wioeonain  when  it  becomesaState,  which 
shaH  raipoae  no  greater  toll  than  is  necessary  to 
keep  the  same  in  repair)  the  following: 

J^  said  rivers,  when  im^red,  and  the  said  canal, 
wbea  coia{deied,ibtJI  be  and  forever  remain  a  public  bifh- 
wajr  IOC  lbs  uae  of  tbe  Govemmeat  of  tbe  United  Suie*, 
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free  from  any  toll  or  other  charge  whatever,  for  any  prop- 
erty of  the  IJniied  Suites,  or  persons  In  Ibeir  eervice,  pass- 
ing upon  the  same. 

Also,  to  strike  qut  the  following: 

8rc.  3.  .And  he  it  fvrlhereiuictcd^  That  the  topiwniphical 
engiiicerri,  under  Uie  contriil  and  directi'in  of  the  Secretary 
of  War,  slmll  cause  Uie  said  Improvement  and  canal  to  be 
constructed  in  siieli  manner,  onit  upon  sueh  |>tmis  and  esli- 
mates,  as  sliall  have  been  previously  prepared  and  submit- 
ted to  the  said  Secretary,  and  approved  by  him  ;  Procidei, 
The  entire  cOiil  tu  the  (Jnib'd  States  of  the  said  work  sbati 
not  exceed  tlie  value  oTsaid  lands  hereby  granted. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  said,  if  the  object  of  the 
Senator's  amendment  was  to  reserve  the  alternate 
sections  from  sale,  he  would  only  say  that  those 
who  were  the  special  friends  of  the  work  did  not 
desire  that  the  lands  should  be  reserved  from  sale. 
They  wanted  them  to  be  sold.  He  suggesicd 
whether  it  would  not  be  belter  to  leave  the  sec- 
tion as  it  was — that  is,  to  appropriate  the  lands, 
instead  of  reserving  them.  It'  it  was  the  wisi^  of 
the  •£cnatnr  to  reserve  from  sale  these  alternate 
sections  belonging  to  the  Oovernment,  he  had  uo 
obji!ction. 

Mr.  VVOODBRIDGE  suggested   that  all  the 
amendments  intended  should  be  proposed  before  ' 
any  of  them  were  adopted. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  withdrew  the  amondment  |vo- 
posiiig  to  reserve  the  lauds  from  sale,  so  as  to 
leave  the  word  "appropriated"  in  the  section. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  said  he  should  then  have 
no  objection  to  the  amendments  of  ihc  Senator 
from  Ohio  in  that  shape,  though,  at  the  same 
time,  he  must  say  that  he  preferred  that  the  third 
section  sliotild  be  left  in. 

Mr.  WOODBRIUGE  (one  of  the  members  of 
the  committee  who  bad  charge  of  the  bill)  said  be 
'  had  assented  to  it  as  it  was  drawn  up.  He  pre- 
ferred that  the  land  should  be  at  once  appropri- 
ated and  sold,  and  the  work  commenced.  He  be- 
lieved nut  only  tbe  interests  of  that  section  of  the 
country  demanded  it,  but  the  interests  of  the 
whole  Union.  He  maintained  iliat,  instead  of  litis 
grant  of  land  being  a  loss  to  the  Government,  it 
would  be  a  gain  to  it.  It  would  enhance  the  price 
of  those  lands  contiguous,  and  secure  their  set- 
tlement. He  spoke  at  some  length  of  the  bene- 
ficial elTecta  of  other  grants  which  had  been  made 
for  like  purposes,  and  concluded  by  expressing  a 
wish  that  the  bill  would  be  permitted  to  pass  as 
reported. 

The  question  was  put  onthe  amendments;  and 
it  was  found  that  no  quorum  had  voted. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  then  staled  the  effect  of  the 
amendments  heproproscd.  It  was  to  suspend  the 
making  of  the  canal  for  the  present,  and  until  the 
State  of  Wisconsin  was  enabled  to  prosecute  the 
work  herself  with  the  means  which  the  *ale  of 
those  alternate  sections  will  afford  to  her,  which 
he  conceived  would  be  aniple.  The  alternate  sec- 
lions  belonging^to  the  Government,  which  would 
be  reserved,  would  sell  for  as  much  as  the  whole 
of  the  land  would,  if  it  was  sold  now.     He  sup- 

Eoscd  that,  if  Senators  were  satisfied  from  what 
e  had  heretofore  said  on  this  subject,  that  the 
best  and  most  economical  mode  of  executing  the 
work  would  be  by  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  tiiey 
would  vote  for  his  amendments;  but  if  they  were 
of  the  opinion  that  it  would  be  better  to  employ 
the  United  States  board  of  topographical  engi- 
neers, and  prosecute  the  work  now,  they  would 
vote  against  his  amendments. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  said  he  agreed  with  the 
views  expressed  by  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Mfbhigan,  [Mr.  Woodbridge,]  and  would  prefer 
to  hare  the  third  section  retained,  if  it  met  (he 
views  of  the'  honorable  Senators.  He  believed  it 
was  better,  as  soon  as  the  money  was  received, 
to  have  it«pplicd  in  the  manner  mentioned.  But, 
to  acconimociate  the  bill  to  tbe  views  of  other  gen- 
tlemen, be  preferred  rather  to  yield  the  third  sec- 
tion than  to  have  a  diflerence  of  opinion.  He 
thought  it  the  best  policy,  under  the  circum- 
stances, to  lake  the  bill  in  tliat  shape;  though  he 
belleveti  that,  as  it  was  reported,  it  was  the  most 
proper  one. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE  said  that,  on  the  score  of 
expense,  be  accorded  with  the  views  expressed 


by  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  {Mr.  Tatpah.]  He 
believed  that  to  have  those  works  constructed 
underthe  superintendence  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, was  the  most  expensive  mode.  But  he 
found  by  looking  at  the  bill,  that  the  expense  was 
limited  to  the  means  arising  from  the  lands  to  be 
sold.  Wliether  those  lauds  will  be  sufficient, 
there  may  be  some  doubt.  As  to  the  manner  in 
which  the  work  would  be  executed,  be  believed 
that  the  gentlemen  of  the  topographical  board  who 
would  be  placed  in  charge  of  the  work  (if  execu- 
ted by  tlic  General  Goircrnment)  were  too  lyuch 
devoted  to  their  own  i;epulation  as  scientific  men 
not  to  have  the  work  well  done,  though  it  might 
not  be  acceptably  done.  There  was  no  country 
on  earth  which  could  boast  of  ineu  more  scientific 
than  could  be  found  in  that  corps.  If  there  should 
be  any  error  at  all,  it  would  be  that  they  were  too 
regardless  of  exjiense.  But,  as  it  was  a  national 
work  which  was  proposed  to  be  constructed,  to 
subserve  the  great  purposes  already  alluded  to  in 
debate,lhe  expense  attending  its  construction  now 
sbould  not  cause  a  delay  in  the  proaeoutioo  of  tbe 
work,  especially  as  the  General  Government  de- 
frays no  part  of  it.  But,  as  his  friend,  the  Sena, 
tor  from  New  York,  was  wilting  to  accept  ihe  bill 
as  proposed  to  be  amended,  he  would  withdraw 
any'  objection. 

Thequestioivwas  then  put  on  the  amendments; 
and  they  wore  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KINGsaid,if  the  object  of  his  friend  from 
Ohio  was  to  reserve  the  land  from  sale,  it  would 
not  be  accomplished  by  the  bill  as  amended.  He 
understood  that  that  Senator's  object  was  to  re- 
serve from  sale  the  alternate  sections  on  the  lina 
of  the  canal,  two  miles  broad, so  that  they  should 
not  be  brought  into  market  until  the  Territory 
was  admitted  as  a  State  into  the  Union— the 
lands  then  to  be  disposed  of,  and  applied  to  that 
object.  The  bill,  as  it  stood  then,  would  not 
accomplish  his  object,  for  tbe  lands  would  still 
be  snlti. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  Umpore  said  the  ques- 
tion had  not  yet  been  taken  on  striking  out  tlia 
third  section. 

Mr.  KING  said  he  was  not  aware  of  that. 

The  question  was  tlien  put;  and  tbe  third  aeo 
tion  was  stricken  out. 

Mr.  KING  continued  his  remarks  on  the  ad- 
vantages of  withholding  the  lands  from  sale  until 
the  lands  contiguous  thereto  were  settled. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  saw  no  great  advantage  that 
could  result  by  withholding  the  lands  from  sale, 
when  tbe  price  at  which  ifaey  may  be  sold  ia 
fixed. 

Mr.  SE^VIER  made  some  remark  not  distinctly 
heard. 

Mr.TALLMADGE  saw  no  advantage  in  hold- 
ing the  lands  up  from  sale.  The  price  was  fixed; 
and  if  the  purchasers  were  ready  to  take  them, 
now,  at  that  price,  the  Government  can  receive 
the  money  and  part  with  that  belonging  to  it,  for 
whatever  purpose  it  pleased.  He  thought  the 
section  was  better  as  it  stood.  .^ 

Mr.  KING  said  if  the  lands  were  sold  ander 
this  bill,  there  was  notliing  in  it,  from  the  begin- 
ning to  the  end,  which  would  prevent  the  com- 
mencing of  the  work  to-morrow,  under  the  super- 
intendence of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States — that  ia,  to  prosecute  it  while  Wisconsin 
remained  a  Territory.  He  underalood  that  it 
was  the  wish  of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Ohio 
to  prevent  the  prosecution  of  this  work  until 
Wisconsin  becan\e  a  State.  There  was  no  re- 
striction to  prevent  tbe  application  of  the  money 
to  the  work.  • 

Mr.  TALLM^GE  said  that  the  third  aec- 
tioif,  which  was  stricken  out,  was  the  one  which 
directed  the  Government  to  go  on  aud  make  the 
improvement. 

Mr.  KING  said  that  section  made  it  impera- 
tive for  the  Government  to  prosecute  the  work; 
but  the  bill,  as  it  then  stood,  left  it  discretionary 
with  the  Government  officers  to  do  so.  There 
was  no  rcstriction.in  it  whatever,  and  they  could 
commence  tbe  work  as  soon  as  any  of  the  lands 
were  sold.    . 
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The  PRESIDENT  made  some  remark  not  dis- 
tinctly heard. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  said  he  was  desirous  that 
the  lands  might  be  sold.  The  objection  of  the 
Senator  from  Ohio  was  as  to  the  application  of 
the  fund,  and  nat  the  sale  of  the  lands.  The 
proceeds  of  the  lands  can  be  received  b^  the  GoT- 
•mment,  and  held  in  trust  until  the  Territory  shall 
become  a  State. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  said  be  made  no  apology  to 
the  Senate  for  what  little  time  he  should  consume 
in  expressing  his'views  on  a  bill  of  so  much  im- 
portance as  this.  He  considered  it,  indeed,  time 
■pent  in  the  discharge  of  a  duty ,  and  no  such  apol- 
ogy was  ever  due  to  or  from  Senators.  He  was 
against  this  whole  bill-,  and  should  move,  before 
taking  his  seat,  to  postpone  it  indefinitely;  and 
on  that  motion  be  would  call  for  the  yeas  and 
naysi  He  wanted  to  find  out  what  had  become 
of  those  eloquent  advocates  of  the  Und  distribu- 
tion act,  ^amongst  whom  be  saw  some  advocates 
for  this  bill.)  He  wanted  to  know  whether  they 
could,  after  persuading  and  convincing  so  many 
of  the  people  of  North  Carolina  that  those  lands 
belonged  to  all  the  States,  still  sit  by  and  avail 
themselves  of  the  suspension  of  that  act  as  a  fit 
opportunity  to  |ive  away  the  public  domain  by 
millions  and  half  millions,and  no  voice  be  raised 
against  it.. 

Qentlemen  sat  there  silent,  or  discussed,  or  rath- 
er talked  about  disposing  of  five  hundred  thousand 
acres  of  the  public  land,  as  if  it  were  a  small  plan- 
tation. He  referred  Senators  to  the  bill.  What 
was  it?  It  was  a  proposition  to  appropriate — 
God  knew  to  whom — for  the  purpose  of  the  con- 
struction of  a  canal — what  ?  Not  the  alternate  aec- 
tions  of  land  which  that  canal  was  to  go  through; 
not  that  which  would  be  improved  by  a  little  piece 
of  canal,  which,  if  was  said,  was  so  easy  of  ac- 
complishment; but  it  was  a  proposition  to  give  al- 
ternate sections — two  sections  aeep— from  where  ? 
From  one  end  of  the  canal  to  the  other?  No.  Nor 
was  it  half  of  the  land  which  was  to  be  improved ; 
but  alternate  sections  from  the  mouth  ofeach  river 
to  the  pointat  which  the  canal  was  to  join  the  two ! 
Did  gentlemen  know  how  much  thatwas?  Those 
who  were  in  favor  of  ceding  the  public  domain 
to  the  States  and  Territories  where  it  was  located 
were  consistently  prepared  to  vote  at  all  limes 
blindfold  for  such  cessions  of  any  part  of  the 
public  domain.  Was  it  to  be  so  with  those  who 
did  not  concur  in  that  doctrine. 

He  distinctly  challenged  the  Senators  who  had 
passed  the  distribution  bill — who  hadsostrongly 
inculcated  the  doctrine  that  the  public  lands  were 
the  property  of  all  the  States — to  come  forward 
and  defeat  this  bill,  or  else  to  retract  their  past 
declarations,  and  repeal  their  past  legislation. 
By  name,  this  was  a  bill  to  cut  a  canal;  but  it 
was,  in  reality,  a  cession,  covertly  made,  and  one 
of  the  most  ingenious  modes  of  '*  whipping  the 
devil  around  the  slump"  he  had  ever  witnessed. 
That  was  the  true  character  of  this  bill,  if  it  were 
(as  was  insisted  upon)  regarded  as  a  bare  appro- 
priation new,  to  be  expended  htrtafter.  He  next 
insisted  that  this  bill  was,  for  another  reason, 
erroneous  in  principle;  which,  as  a  Senator,  he 
had  no  r^g*l  to  pass.  The  power  to  do  it  was  not 
denied;  but  the.r^A(  or  proprwty,  under  the  Con- 
stitution, of  Congress  appropriating  lands  or 
money  to  an  improvement  in  the  Territory  before 
they  had  inquired  into,  and  determined  iipon  the 
improvement  and  iu  execution,  he  earnestly 
questioned.  Such  appropriations  were  unwise 
and  contrary  to  right.  First  convince  the  Senate 
that  the  work  ought  to  be  done,  and  how,  and 
then  let  the  Senate  pronounce  in  favor  of  iu  ex- 
ecution. After  it,  and  not  before,  appropriate 
the  money  or  land  to  pay  for  it.  He  thought  it 
was  unwise  to  bind  the  hands  of  those  to  come 
after  the  present  Senate.  If  we  are  not  ready  to 
assume  tne  responsibility  o(  ordering  the  work 
done,  we  have  no  right  to  appropriate  the  means. 
Such  a  course  is  not  to  be  defended  upon  any  just 
views  of  constitutional  propriety,  by  reason  of 
the  jurisdiction  of  Congress  over  the  Territories. 
Such  a  coarse  is  but  an  indirect,  and,  therefore, 
moreindefensible,  method  of  ecdtiu' away  the  pub- 
lie  domain  against  the  rights  of  the  other  States, 
contrary  to  the  act  of  distribution,  and  in  viola- 
tion of  the  position  assumed  by  Senators  who 
passed  that  law.  If  Senators^propose  a  work  to 
improve  Wisconsin  by  cutting  a  canal,  let  the 
improvement  be  first  planned  and  then  approved 


by  Congress;  and  let  the  appropriation  follow, 
not  precede  it.  And  when  they  do  the  work,  let 
them  sell  the  land  and  raise  the  money  before  it 
is  appropriated. 

He  had  another  objection  to  this  bill.  He  did 
not  know  how  much  land  it  proposed  to  give — 
he  could  not  guess.  He  could  not  sit  down  and 
find  it  for  himself;  for  he  did  not  know  how  long 
this  river  was.  He  did  not  know  whether  the 
bill  proposed  to  cede  five  hundred  thousand  acres 
or  five  millions;  but  he  knew  this — that  if  he 
should  vote  to  pass  that  bill,  be  should  vote  to 
part  with  a  large  amount  of  territory;  and  he 
would  be  unable  to  tell  with  certainty  whether  he 
parted  with  it  to  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  or  to 
a  navigation  company;  as  he  would  proceed  to 
show.  It  would  oe  borne  in  mind  that  when  this 
bill  was  first  read,  it  had  attracted  his  attention, 
and  he  asked  for  time  to  look  into  it..  Having 
done  so,  he  felt  bound  to  give  the  result  of  that 
investigation  to  the  Senate. 

By  an  act  passed  in  1837-38,  Congress  had 
granted  five  hundred  thousand  acres  of  land  to 
cut  a  canal  in  Wisconsin,. from  Milwaukee  to 
Rock  river.  This  was  to  be  acconfplished  by  the 
aid  of  a  navigation  company,  whose  charter  by 
the  territory  had  been  confirmed  by  Congress. 
On  reading  uiat  charter,  it  would  be  seen  that  the 
corporation  had  power  to  locate  and  construct  a 
canal  from  Milwaukee  to  Rock  river;  but  they 
had  power,  too,  to  "  locate  and  constructa  branch 
canal  to  Fox  river,"  &e.  Now,  he  did  not  feel 
sure  but  an  appropriation  under  this  act,  for  the 
"  parpose  of^  constructing  this  canal  to  Fox 
river,"  would  be  taken  and  construed  to  be  an 
appropriation  for  the  benefit  of  this  branch  canal. 
He  rather  thought  it  would  be.  If  so  intended, 
it  should  be  disclosed  plainly.  If  not,  (and. he 
presumed  the  Senate  did  not  mean  it,)  then  there 
was  much  doubt  whether  it  was  not,  m  truth  and 
fact,  done  by  this>bill.  In  that  view  of  it,  the 
bill  would  operate  as  a  donation  to  the  naviga- 
tion company.  For  that  reason  alone,  if  be  had 
no  other,  he  would  vole  for  the  indefinite  post- 
ponement of  this  bill. 

Granting  that  this  canal  was  a  necessary  and 
proper  work  in  Wisconsin,  he  preferred  to  post- 
pone its  execution  until  the  lands  were  sold  and 
the  money  collected.  If  the  money  was  to  be 
appropriated,  he  was  in  favor  of  gitthering  it 
first,  and  appropriating  it  aflerwanls;  and  he 
thought  it  the  best  policy,  in  works  of  internal 
improvement,  to  get  tne  money  before  $pendiw  it. 
He  thought,  at  this  late  day,  the  General  Uov- 
ernment  should  not  begin  the  policy  of  executing 
internal  improvements  first,and  raising  the  money 
afterwards,  in  the  face  of  the  disastrous  expen- 
eoce  of  the  States. 

After  some  remarks  upon  the  shape  of  the  bil^, 
insisting  it  was  not  calculated  to  carry  out  the 
v'ishes  of  those  who  were  adverse  to  it  in  its  ori- 
ginal shape,  Mr.  H.  concluded  with  a  motion  to 
postpone  It  indefinitely. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  said,  that  if  there  was  any 
thing  necessary  to  enable  Senators  to  vote  more 
understandinely  on  this  bill,  he  would  have  no 
objection  to  the  proposed  postponement;  partic- 
ularly as  he  was  satisfied  that  the  obstacles  thrown 
out  by  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina  [Mr. 
Hatwooo]  would  prove  to  be  no  obstacles  stall. 
He  had  no  desire  to  enter  into  a  discussion  on 
this  subject.  It  was  one  with  which  every  mem- 
ber was  familiar;  and  every  one  who  had  paid  at- 
tention to  this  grant  of  lands  would  see  that  it 
was  no  burden  on  the  'Government  at  all;  on  the 
contrary,  its  object  was  one  of  good  policy.  But 
now  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina  would  have 
the  whole  policy  of  Congress  reversed  and  sub- 
verted. 

The  great  and  national  object  of  it  was  to  pjro- 
vide  a  highway  for  this  Government,  by  which 
it  could  transport  its  troops  and  munitions  of  war, 
and  especially  its  supplies  in  times  of  peace.  The 
War  Department  had  reported  to  the  Senate  the 
great  object  of  this  work.  The  benefits  Vhich  the 
Government  would  derive  in  a  time  of  war  from 
improvements  of  this  description,  would  readily 
be  conceived.  Had  the  canals  of  New  York  been 
made  during  the  last  war,  the  whole  expense  of 
construction  woald  have  been  saved  to  the  Gov- 
ernment in  the  operations  of  a  single  campaign. 

An  improvement  of  this  kind  was  not  to  be 
estimated  by  the  expense;  for  the  expense  was  a 
mere  nothing  ia  comparison  with  the  advantages 


which  the  Government  would  derive  from  it.  In 
this  operation  there  was  no  expense  to  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

Should  we  be  told  that  there  was  no  power  on 
the  part  of  the  Government,  and  that  we  were 
taking'away  this  common  fund  from  other  por- 
tions of  the  Union,  when  we  were  appropriating 
it  for  ^;reat  national  purposes,  and  in  a  Territory 
of  which  the  Government  was  the  guardian  ?  But 
the  gentleman  told  us  we  had  no  power  to  make 
this  appropriation;  and  had  criticised  the  word 
"grant."  He  admitted  that  in  this  technical  diffi- 
culty-there was  some  foundation  for  criticism, 
but  It  had  been  changed  to  the  word  "  appropri- 
ate." Had  not  the  Govemmtfnt  a  right  to  appro- 
priate? What  had  it  done  for  States  and  other 
Territories?  Could  not  as  much  be  done  for  a 
Territory  as  for  a  Stale  ? 

Five  hundred  thousand  acresof  land  were  grant- 
ed to  each  State — the  same  amount  of  land  was 
granted  to  each  Territory  when  it  became  a  State, 
in  order  to  put  it  on  an  equality  with  the  rest  of 
the  States.  This  was  a  technical  grant.  It  was 
the  Unguage  on  the  statute-book;  and  there  it 
stood  now.  Had  Congress  not  a  right  to  set 
apart  these  lands,  and  say  they  should  be  sold 
hereafler?  If  it  had  a  right  to  appropriate  in  that 
way,  it  had  a  right  to  appropriate  these  fauids, 
and  on  the  sale  of  them  to  receive  the  proceeds. 

There  was  nothing,  therefore,  in  this  criticism 
on  the  word  "grant'or  "appropriate."  Con- 
gress had  a  right  to  appropriate  lands  as  it  pleased, 
or  the  proceeds  as  it  pleased.  3ut  the  grant  was 
limited.  The  Senator  had  found  that,  on  a  for- 
mer occasion,  some  lands  had  been  granted  for 
making  a  canal  from  Milwaukee  to  tne  head  of 
Rock  river,  and  that  there  was  leave  given  to  a 
corporation  to  make  a  branch  canal  to  Fox  river; 
but  there  was  no  company  now;  or  if  there  was, 
it  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  canal  now  proposed 
to  be  made.  The  improvements  were  for  the 
puipose  of  making  communication  through  the 
country  for  the  purposes  of  commerce,  and  for 
improving  the  public  domain.  If  they  had  the 
power  to  run  a  branch  to  Fox  river,  that  hsd 
nothing  to  do  with  the  improvemenu.  But  he 
agreed  that  it  was  necessary  to  get  the  money  for 
the  accomplishment  of  these  ioiprovements,  be- 
fore spending  it.  That  they  intended  to  do;  but 
they  should  never  get  it  on  the  plan  propoied 
by  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Hat- 
wood.]  How  was  he  to  get  the  money  ?  Did 
he  propose  to  wait  till  the  lands  were  sold,  and 
the  money  in  the  Treasury  ?  Now,  he  apprehend- 
ed that  the  Senator  would  refuse  it,  wnen  called 
upon  to  appropriate  money  out  of  tlie  Treasury 
for  this  purpose.  But  the  advocates  of  the  bill 
proposed  to  raise  means  in  such  a  way  that  nei- 
ther the  Government  nor  the  States  should  sufi°er. 
They  proposed  to  depend  on  the  alternate  sec- 
tions reserved  for  the  United  Stales,  so  that  the 
Government  would  receive  as  much  money  as  it 
would  if  the  whole  were  sold  at  the  minimum 
price. 

He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  question  would 
be  taken  on  the  motion  of  indefinite  postpone- 
ment. If  it  should  be  decided  as  be  hoped  it 
would,  he  would  then  propose  to  postpone  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill  till  to-morrow. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  motion  to 
postpone  indefinitely. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  said  there  was  one  pointof  view 
which  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina  had  not 
eonsidere'd.  The  Government  of  the  United  Slates 
was  the  greatest  land  speculator  in  the  world.  It 
bought  land  to  sell;  it  trades  in  lands;  it  wanted 
to  bring  its  lands  into  market  in  tbd  best  manner, 
which  this  improvement,  so  far  as  the  lands  ia 
that  neighborhood  went,  would  accomplish.  He 
asked  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina,  if  he 
owned  these  lands,  could  he  devise  a  better  mods 
of  improving  his  estate,  of  doubling  iu  value,  ihM 
by  making  these  improvemenu?  The  tieis  of 
lands  on  each  side  of  the  canal  were  improved  in 
price;  and  the  half  of  them  reserved  for  theOov- 
emment  would  produce  double  the  price  with  the 
improvemenu  that  they  would  if  no  such  iit- 
provemenU  were  made. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  replied  to  the  lastrenarits 
of  the  Senator  from  Ohio  (Mr.  TAPPSulby  ask- 
ing him,  if  the  lands  were  his,  would  he  give  awsf 
half  of  them  to  make  the  improvement;  and  when 
that  was  made,  the  other  half  to  the  Slate  which 
was  to  enjoy  the  benefit  of  it? 
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The  discussion  wds  coniiiuird  by  Mossrs. 
HAYWOOD.  TALLMADGE,  and  KING. 

At  Mr.  BAOLJY'S  suggcsiiou,  llic  furtliercon- 
sidcraiion  of  the  Euliject  w«a  pog(.p(ined  until  to- 
morrow, for  tlie  pur|>osc  of  i'iiablin<r  liim  to  make 
further  iiiquiriea  into  the  nature  of  the  bill. 

OHEGON  TERRITORT. 

Tlie  CHAIR  onnounced  that  the  special  order 
of  the  day  was  the  rcaolullon  offered  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Illinois  on  the  8ih  instant;  wliich  wua 
accordingly  taken  up  and  read,  as  follows: 

RtMlred,  Thai  llic  Pfenideni  orilii;  ITnitui  Stutiw  be  re- 
quested to  ffive  nnlicc  to  (he  UriliAli  Gnvfriltiioilt  that  it  m 
Uie  dr-^ire  of  tlie.Govt'rtimciit  of  tlieCitttcd  Stat«;tt  )*i annul 
and  Abro^te  tlie  )irovr.«ioii«  of  tli<!  third  anielu  of  (be  c^in- 
VfutioD  concluded  hclween  tlin  Government  of  the  United 
Staffs  ■>f  Am<;rica  and  Ui»  Urilaiinic  MajeMy  the  Kinti  of 
the  (Jiiitpd  Kingdom  of  Great  Itritaiu  and  Ireland,  on  the 
SOih  ofOcinlxir,  1818,  and  indefinitely  coiiiiiiiied  hy  thce»n- 
veiitinn  hi;ltrren  the  Ktute  parlica,  signed  at  London  the 
Sill  ol'Augurt,  1827. 

Mr.  ARCHEAsaid  it  would  be  in  the  recollec- 
tion of  the  Senate,  that  when  this  subject  was 
last  nnder  consideration,  he  waired  the  liiolion  it 
was  then  his  purpose  to  make,  in  courtesy  to  the 
Senator  from  Illinois,  themorerof  the  resolution. 
He  gare  that  Senator  notice,  however,  at  the  time, 
that  it  was  only  in  courtesy  to  him  that  he  post- 
poned that  motion.  He  now  rose,  in  pursuance 
of  his  original  purpose,  to  move  the  reference  of 
the  resolution  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Re- 
lations. 

It  was  well  known  tn  every  Senator  that  this 
Govenimentwas  in  dailyexpcctationofthearrival 
of  a  Minister  from  Englana,  charged  with  a  mis- 
sion of  amity  to  this  country  in  relation  to  this 
Tery  subject.  It  did  not  seem  to  him,  at  such  a 
momeni,  either  fit,  decorous,  or  advisable,  in  any 
way,  to  meet  that  Minister — a  Minister  cliar;^d 
with  evidences  of  pacific  solicitude — how? — with 
a  declaration  at  the  very  threshold,  that  however 
amicable  his  mission,  or  the  purpose  of  his  Gov- 
ernment might  be,  the  Senate  of  the  United  States, 
disregarding  all  such  indications,  had  passed  a 
resolution  rejecting  negotiation. 

He  put  it  to  tbe  Senator  from  Illinois,  might  he 
not  consider  this  resolution  a  declaration  that  the 
Senate  did  not  mean  tn  sanction  any  negotiation 
at  all  ?  Did  not  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side 
say  openly,  on  a  late  occasion,  that  it  was  their 
wish— their  purpose — to  obstruct  every  negotia- 
tion.' Would  not  that  declaration,  in  connection 
with  this  resolution,  he  conclusive  evidence  that, 
although  the  Executive  of  this  Qovernment  had 
■olieited  the  negotiation,  and,  at  the  instance  of 
the  British  Government,  !t  had  been  transferred 
to  this  country,  to  lie  held  in  this  capital,  instead 
of  in  London,  another  branch  of  the  Government 
would  render  all  negotiation  fruitless? 

These  were  considerations  which  ought  to  pre- 
vent'any  action  of  this  Government  partaking  so 
much  of  the  character  of  indecorum.  The  Gov- 
ernment of  this  conntry  asked  that  of  Great  Brit- 
ain to  negotiate  a  treaty  on  the  subject  o.  Oregon. 
The  British  Government  said,  in  reply,  it  wag 
ready  to  make  a  treaty;  and,  for  that  purpose, 
would  send  its  special  Minister  to  the  seat  of  Qov- 
ernment  here.  And  now  this  Government  says, 
notwithstanding  our  invitation,  we  will  not  treat 
with  you  at  all.       •  ^ 

The  Senate  could  not  be  prepared — the  country 
coald  not  be  prepared — to  recognize  conduct  to- 
wards the  Government  of  Great  Britain,  or  any 
other  Government,  so  disre'putable  as  this,  inde- 
pendent of  all  considerations  of  the  results  of  such 
a  course.  Where  was  the  pressing  necessity  for 
legislative  action  on  this  subject.'  How  long  was 
it  probable  this  negotiation  would  last?  Some 
two  or  three  montlis,  perhaps;  not  more.  He 
Iiad  learned  to-day,  ina  communication  from  New 
York,  that  Mr.  Packenham,  the  British  negotia- 
tor, had  actually  embarked.  He  would  speedily 
be  here,  and  it  was  evident  the  negotiation  could 
not  last  so  long  as  to  throw  any  serious  obstacle 
in  the  way  of  legislation  on  the  subject,  should 
it  be  rendered  necessary,  this  session.  The  delay, 
at  most,  would  not  exceed  two  or  three  months. 
If  the  negotiation  terminates  satisfactorily,  there 
will  be  no  occasion  for  such  a  resolution  as  this; 
because  the  new  treaty  will  supersede  the  old 
treaty  If  it  does  not  result  satisfactorily,  would 
there  not  be  time  enough  to  pass  the  resolution 
then?  Would  not  every  benefit  of  legislation  be 
aa  available  then  as  now;  and  with  the  additional 
recommendation  that  this  QoveAment  had  tio- 


laled  no  decorum,  hiul  manifested  no  impniienee, 
and  hud  evinced  no  disposition  to  obstruct  friend- 
ly overtures.' 

If  this  Government  v/n«  to  insist  on  its  claims 
to  the  territory  ns  an  incontestable  right — the  gen- 
tlemen from  ilie  western  Stales  were  resolved  on 
havin;  this  territoi'y,  whetherthc  whole  is  iiie.on- 
testable  or  not — were  they  resolved  to  have  it  »t 
the  cost  of  the  peace  of  this  nation  ?  llq  did  not 
mean  to  use  discourtesy;  but  he  could  not  help 
declaring  that  it  had  pressed  itself  on  his  mind 
that  tlicy  had  so  highly  excited  and  inflamed  their 
imnginalions  on  this  subject,  that  even  if  an  ar- 
rangement could  be  mnue  with  Great  Britain  to 
surrender  peaceable  possession  of  the  territory  to 
this  Government,  the  gentlemen  would  b^ almost 
unwilling  to  lake  it,  because  it  wns  not  obtained 
at  the  expense  of  a  war  with  England;  that  it  was 
not  so  much  a  desire  for  the  territory  itself,  as  a 
feeling  of  chivalry,  n  desire  to  "  run  a  muck"  at 
Great  Britain,  no  matter  which  side  cnmeofT  vic- 
torious. 

At  a  proper  time  he  should  be  willing  to  go 
"long  with  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Sem- 
PI.E]  in  asserting  whatever  it  was  proper  for  this 
Governinent  to  assort  in  relation  to  the  rights  of 
territory  of  this  country.  But  lie  wanted  todo 
this  in  a  proper  manner.  He  wanted  to  do  it  in 
such  a  manner  as  would  not  only  violate  no  na- 
tionol  obligations,  but  also  in  such  a  manner  as 
would  violate  no  national  decorum — in  such  a 
manner  as  to  jeopard  neither  the  honor  nor  the 
interests  of  the  country.  This  was  a  confession 
of  peace  he  was  willing  tn  make— although  born 
south  of  Mason  and  Dixon's  line — that  he  would 
rallier  obtain  the  rights  of  this  notion  in  relation 
to  thcOre^on  territory,  without  war,  aiid  without 
any  vaporing  exhibition  of  spirit  not  required  on 
the  occasion.  He  therefore  would  tell  the  honor- 
able Senator  from  Illinois  that  he  made  this  mo- 
tion, not  wiih  any  piirpo.se  of  action  on  the  pari 
of  the  Commitlee  on  Foreign  Relations,  but  that  it 
might  be  detained  by  that  committee  till  the  nego- 
tiation about  to  take  place  should  be  determined 
one  way  or  another,  and  which  it  mij^ht  now  be 
anticipated  would  be  in  progress  within  the  next 
three  weeks. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  intimated,  from  his  seat, 
that  the  motion  to  refer  the  resolution  might 
throw  an  ftbstncle  in  the  way  of  a  reply  from  the 
Senator  from  Illinois. 

Mr.  ARCHER.  The  Senator  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, I  understand,  suggests  that  my  motion 
would  obstruct  reply.  He  had  only  to  say,  that 
it  was  well  known  to  the  Senate  that  he  was 
never  deficient  of  courtesy  tn  any  Senator,  as  he 
trusted  he  had  evinced  no  later  than  yesterday. 
But  the  motion  he  now  made  to  refer  the  resolu- 
tfon  to  the  Commitlee  on  Foreign  Relations,  was 
open  to  debate.  He  was  himself  reluctant  to  go 
into  de&atp,  and  should  not  do  so  unless  drawn 
into  it.  He  had  frankly  avowed  that  bis  pur- 
pose was  to  obstruct  action  altogether  till  the  pe- 
riod he  had  intimated  shall  have  arrived — unlit 
the  negotiation  is  made  or  abandoned.  It  would 
then  be  time  enough,  he  thought,  for  legislation;  i 
time  enough  to  adopt  this  proposition,  which,  he  j 
agreed  with  the  Senator  from  Illinois,  was  the 
proper  mode  of  action. 

Mr.  SEMPLE  observed  that,  after  the  resolu- 
tion had  been  so  long  delayed,  he  did  not  antici- 
pate that  it  would  be  subjected  to  further  procras- 
tination. He  certainly  had  no  objection,  when  it 
was  first  introduced,  to  its  temporary  postpone- 
ment till  every  Senator  should  have  time  to  pre- 
pare himself  for  discussion  on  the  subject.  He 
did  not,  at  present,  see  any  propriety  in  referring 
it  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations — the 
object  only  being  to  postpone  it  to  an  indefinite 
period.  When  a  reference  was  mad*  to  a  com- 
mittee, it  was  usually  for  inquiry;  but  the  Sena- 
tor from  Virginia  had  avowed  his  object  to  be  to 
prevent,  by  its  delay,  any  interference  with  a  ne- 

fotiation  on  the  subject  now  in  progress.  The 
enator  said  that  no  obstacles  should  be  thrown 
in  the  way  of  that  negotiation.  Now,  he  thought 
this  was  a  matter  to' be  considered  in  two  paints 
of  view.  He  doubted ,  in  the  first  instance,whether 
the  passage  of  this  resolution  would  have  any  ef- 
fect whatever  on  the  negotiation.  The  existing 
treaty  was  one  made  some  time  ago;  and  it  pro- 
vides in  itself  its  mode  of  termination.  It  is  to 
continue  in  force  until  one  or  the  olhet  of  the  par- 
tie*  bound  by  it  shall  think  proper  lo^put  an  end 


to  the  treaty  bya  yenrV  notice  of  discontinuance. 
The  very  terms  of  ilie  treaty  presuppose  that  the 
party  wliipli  insisted  on  that  clause  wns  not  sat- 
isfied with  the  joint  occnpatinii  provided  for  in 
the  treaty.  What,  then,  was  the  object  of  this 
resolution  nnwundercnnsideratidn,  buttoexpress 
the  oj>inion  .of  this  Governinent  that  it, was  not 
satisfied,  and  ask  that  the  treaty  should, be  abro- 
gated. 

When  the  notice  of  the  discontinuance  was 
given,  this  Government  would  be  better  prepared 
to  begin  negotiation,  than  it  possibly  could  be 
with  the  treaty  in  full  force,  and  its  termination 
undetermined.  That  notice  must  be  given  one 
year  before  the  treoty  could  be  abrogated ;  and  was 
the  Senator  satiafieu  that,  during  the  term  of  this 
notice,  its  existence  would  prevent  negoiiatioii  ? 
Itseemed  to  him  that  there  was  n  great  difference 
with  respect  to  the  position  of  the  two  parlies  to 
the  treaty:  Great  Britain  was  Baiisfied  with  it; 
lliiscoiintry  wns  not.  The  resolutinn  would  show 
that.  He  would,  lliereforc,  consider  that  the  Sen- 
ator from  Virginia  was  entirely  mistaken  in  sup- 
posing that  the  passage  of  the  resolution  would 
uc  deemed  by  any  one  as  discourteous  to  Great 
Britain,  or  ihnt  it  would  at  all  interfere  with  the 
negotiation.  Btit  there  wasanother  point  of  view. 
The  Si'iiator  said  no  step  ought  to  be  taken  that 
would  interfere  with  the  negotiation.  Now,waa 
that  true?  One  of  the  objects  he  had  in  view 
was  to  express  the  opinion  of  this  Senate  that  it 
could  not  ogree  to  any  treaty  that  would  recog- 
nize the  joint  occupation  of  the  territory.  Was 
it  not  proper  to  express  such  an  opinion?  Was 
the  Senate  to  sit  there,  and  never  say  anything 
on  the  subject  till  the  treaty  was  made  ?  That 
was  a  (luestion  fully  discussed  on  another  reso-' 
lution  Iniely  before'  the  Senate,  [Mr.  Ai.lek's;] 
and  had  it  been  introduced  in  executive  session, 
that  resolution  would  have  been  adopted. 

He  did  not  say  that  it  was  obligatory  to  pass 
this  resolution,  but  that  it  was  a.  public  matter, 
which  could  not  interfere  with  the  negotiation  in 
any  other  way  than,  in  a  proper  manner,  to  ex- 

Cress  the  opinion  of  the  Senate  as  to  what  cannot 
e  negotiated.  Was  it  not  best  to  do  this  before 
the  negotiation  was  entered  into  ?  But  the  truth 
was,  he  had  not  unlimited  confidence  in  negotia- 
tions as  the  best  mode  of  securing  national  rights. 
He  believed  ill's  country  had  been  a  good  deal 
cheated  in  negotiations — that  it  had  been  betrayed 
into  giving  up  a  good  deal  of  territory  in  that 
way;  and  he  was,  therefore,  unwilling  to  let  thia 
negotiation  go  on  without  knowing  what  might 
be  the  final  rMult. 

He  did  not  intend  to  enter  further  into  discus- 
sion on  this  resolution,  and  hoped  that,  after  be- 
ing laid  over  so  long,  it  would  be  allowed  to  past 
without  debate;  but  as  the  Senator  from  Virginia 
seemed  disposed  to  obstruct  it  by  delay,  it  waa 
obvious  that  such  a  cnurae  would  call  up  debate^ 
and  as  Senators  might  not  be  prepared  for  it,  he 
should  have  no  objection  to  a  postponement  till 
to-morrow  if  desired .  He  had  not  risen  to  enter 
into  discussion  himself— his  desire  being  solely 
to  express  the  object  he  had  in  introducing  the 
resolution,  and  then  to  let  it  go  to  the  vole  on  its 
adoption.  He  would,  however,  much  rather  it 
were  postponed  to  a  future  day,  if  the  Senate 
thought  proper,  than  to  have  it  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee hostile  to  its  consideration  within  the  time 
it  could  effect  the  object  he  had  in  view. 

It  was  well  known  that  in  the  western  country 
the  people  felt  a  deep  interest  with  respect  to  the 
occupation  of  Oregon.  He  believed,  something 
like  a  year  ago,  several  public  meetings  were 
called  in  the  States  of  Missouri  and  Illinois;  at 
which  the  universal  opinion  prevailed  that  the 
Territory  of  Oregon  ought  to  be  occupied  by  the 
.Government  of  the  United  States  without  delay. 
This  was  an  opinion  expressed  by  peraons  of 
difl°erent  political  parties.  There  was  one  united 
voice  of  the  whole  section  of  country  in  favor  of 
immediate  occupation.  There  was  a  large  meet- 
ing at  the  seat  of  government  during  the  sitting 
of  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature  of  Illinois, 
at  which  the  most  unqualified  opinion  was  given 
that  no  delay  should  take  place  on  this  subject. 
At  the  convention  held  last  summer  in  Cincinnati, 
it  was  resolved  that  they  would  not  agree  or  con- 
sent to  any  negotiation  that  would  give  up  any 
part  of  the  Territory  of  Oregon  between  the  for- 
ty-second and  fifty-fourth  degrees  of  north  lati- 
tude.   Citizens  of  the  United  State*  bad  gone  to 
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•he  territory  for  purposes  of  hunting  and  trading 
will)  the  Indians;  and  more  recently  fur  malting 
settlements.  Tlie  very  last  yiar,  one  thousand 
or  fifteen  hundred  went  to  make  settlements  there. 
They  hare  gone  to  reclaim  that  vast  wilderness, 
and  to  unite,  by  civilization  and  human  inter- 
course, the  shores  of  the  Pacific  with  the  great 
West  of  this  Union.  The  attempt  to  open  an 
easy  communication  has  been  made,  and  that  is 
now  accomplished  by  wagons.  This  Govern- 
ment  is  bound  to  support  and  protect  her  citizens 
there,  on  her  own  territory.  It  is  impossible  for 
it  to  overlook  the  exprcasion  of  public  opinion 
on  this  point,  so  emphatically  and  universally 

fwonounced.  How  was  it  to  act?  Was  it  to  al- 
ow Great  Britain  to  exercise  jurisdiction  over  its 
citizens.'  He  thought  not.  He  thought  this 
Government  was  bound  to  put  an  end  to  the  treaty 
of  joint  occupancy,  which  gives  Great  Britain 
any  pretext  for  arrogating  territorial  power  in 
Orreon. 

This  thing  of  joint  occupation  by  nations  at 
peace  was  an  anomaly.  He  did  not  know  that 
he  had  ever  before  heard  or  read  of  such  a  thing. 
He  had  heard  of  a  country  beingjoinlly  occupied 
by  two  contending  powers;  but  not  by  two  friend- 
ly powers.  He  recollected  hearing  of  the  joint 
occupation  of  Tennessee  and  Kentucky;  but  even 
in  tliat  instance,  the  people  were  very  near  hav- 
ing great  difficulties,  growing  out  of  their  mutual 
positions,  the  consequence  of  their  joint  occupan- 
cy. Governments  are  always  tenacious  on  this 
•ubject.  All  had  seen  the  difficulties  between  the 
Slates  of  Michigan, Ohio,  and  Missouri, and  Iowa. 
The  General  Government  should  be  cautious  how 
it  allowed  such  an  equivocal  position  to  exist  a 
moment  longer  than  it  could  be  avoided. 

These  were  the  views  and  reasons  which  in- 
duced him  to  introduce  this  resolution.  He 
looked  on  it  as  a  matter  of  great  importance. 

He  would  not  now  detain  the  Senate  by  detail- 
ing further  these  views.  He  should  merely  ex- 
press a  hope  that  the  resolution  would  not  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 
If  it  must  be  referred  to  any  committee,  he  would 
•uggest  that  the  special  committee  raised  on  the 
■ubject  of  the  Oregon  territory  would  be  the 
proper  committee.  He  would,  however,  prefer 
Its  consideration  now.  Should  this  not  meet  the 
approbation  of  the  Senate,  he  would  posipone  it 
to  a  future  day. 

Mr,  BUCHANAN  had  the  misfortune  to  differ 
from  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations.  He  thought  it  would  be  neither  disre- 
spectful to  Great  Britain,  nor  obstructive  to  the 
negotiation,  to  adopt  the. resolution.  He  believed 
it  was  due  to  the  interests  and  honor  of  the  coun- 
try, that  notice  should  be  given  to  terminate  the 
{oint  occupation.  He  wished  to  say  a  few  words 
on  this  subject;  but  it  was  late;  if,  however,  it 
was  postponed,  he  would  avail  himself  of  the  op- 
portunity, when  it  came  up  again,  to  submit  bis 
views. 

Mr,  ATCHISON  remarked  that  he  felt  a  great 
interest  in  the  subject,  and  would  take  occasion 
to  express  l^ia  views  upon  it.  He  had  no  doubt 
the  whole  merits  of  the  question  would  be  dis- 
cussed on  the  resolution;  and  would  acquiesce  in 
the  suggestion  of  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania 
as  to  toe  propriety  of  postponing  the  resolution. 
The  treaty  allowing  the  ioint  occupation  should 
never  have  been  made.  It  was  unadvisedly  rati- 
fied at  the  time;  for  the  benefit  of  it  accrued  to 
England  alone.  That  Government  was  well  sat- 
isfied with  the  treaty  as  it  now  exists,  and  would 
be  willing  that  it  should  be  continued  to  all  time; 
for  the  reason  alone  that  she  det'ives  all  the  ben- 
efit. Gentlemen  on  the  other  side  had  resisted 
the  passage  of  the  bill  for  the  occupation  and  set- 
tlement of  that  Territory  heretofore  because  the 
notice  now  proposed  to  be  given  by  this  resolu- 
tion had  not  been  given;  but  now  they  were  op- 
posed to  giving  that  notice,  because  they  appre- 
hended that  it  would  have  an  injurious  effect  on 
the  negotiations  abou(  to  be  commenced  for  the 
aettlement  of  the  title.  He  hoped,  however,  the 
resolution  would  pass. 

_  Mr.  ARCHER  rose  for  the  purpose  of  concur- 
ring in  the  proposition  of  postponement  made  by 
the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  and  suggested  to 
the  Senator  from  Illinois,  that  he  had  also  better 
concur  in  a  postponement  for  a  longer  time  than 
Tuesday  next.  That  Senator  will  recollect  that, 
a  few  day»  ago,  a  momoriaUwaa  sent  in  by  Mr. 


Grepiihow,  relative  to  a  history  of  the  Oregon 
territory  he  was  preparing,  of  vast  importance 
as  regarded  the  title  of  the  United  Stales;  which 
inctnot'ial  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations,  of  which  he  had  the  honor  to  he 
the  organ.  The  book  has  not  yet  been  completed. 
Only  a  part  had  yet  been  sent  to  the  committee. 
The  remainder  was  expected  in  a  few  days.  He 
suggested  to  the  Senator  to  let  the  postponement 
take  place  until  tlie  whole  of  that  book  could  be 
examined;  if  he  did  not  do  so,  he  would  have  the 
advantage  of  having  derived  all  the  information 
it  afi'orded,  while  the  rest  of  the  Senate  would  be 
entirely  ignorant  of  its  contents. 

Mr.BEiVTON.  We  on  this  side  want  no  books 
in  til  is  ease.  . 

Mr,  ARCHER.  I  have  only  to  say  to  the 
Senator  from  Missouri,  that  his  opinions  will  be 
strengthened  by  a  perusal  of  this  book;  for  it 
makes  out  u  most  incontestable  case  of  title  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  BENTON.  I  believe  I  can  inform  the 
Senator  from  Virginia,  that  I  have  s:en  and  read 
and  know  more  than  can  be  written  on  this  sub- 
ject by  Mr.  Gicenbow,  or  more  than  that  gentle- 
man ever  heard  of  it. 

Mr.  ARCHER.  Of  that  I  have  not  the  least 
doubt;  because  I  must  do  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri the  justice  to  say,  that  he  is  the  most  labor- 
ious and  best  informed  statesman  on  all  subjects 
of  that  kind,  I  know  of.  But  we  are  not  all  so 
well  informed;  and  if  the  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  wish  full  information,  they  will  Iwve  the  ad- 
vantage of  it  by  the  postponement. 

The  discussion  was  continued  for  n  short  time 
by  Messrs.  ALLEN  and  MOREHEAD. 

Mr.  SEMPLE  then  observed  that  the  resolu- 
tion had  been  introduced  on  the  8lh  instant,  it  was 
now  the  25th.  It  was  evident  he  Imd  not  urged' 
it  hastily  or  impatiently.  He  would  consent  to 
itsfurilierpostponement  till  Tuesday  next,  (Mon- 
day being  the  special  order  for  Mr.  McDcffie's 
reply  to  Mr.  Evans  on  tlie  tariff' policy,)  but  could 
not  consent  to  a  more  distant  day. 
■  The  subject  wus  then  postponed  to  Tuesday 
next. 

EXECUTIVE  SESSION. 

Mr.  ARCHER  asked  the  Senate  to  go  into 
executive  session  a  short  time,  iis  tlier^  was  busi- 
liess  of  some  moment  to  transact  there. 

Mr.  EVANS  said  he  rose  for  the  purpose, 'be- 
fore that  question  was  put,  of  moving  that  when 
the  Senate  adjourns  it  adjourn  till  Monday  next. 
He  did  this,  not  to  delay  business,  but  for  the 
purpose  of  forwarding  it;  for  he  declared  that  he 
had  not  had  time  to  discharge  his  public  duties 
on  the  committee,  so  much  had  his  time  been  oc- 
cupied there.  He  did  not  think  there  was  any.- 
thing  of  n  pressing  nature  before  the  Senate;  for 
if  there  was,  he  would  not  ask  the  Senate  to  ad- 
journ over. 

The  question  was  put  on  the  motion;  and  it 
was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ARCHER,  the  Senate  then 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  executive  busi- 
ness; and  afler  a  short  time  spent  therein,  ad- 
journed. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tbdrsdat,  January  25,  1844, 

Mr,  EL.MER,  from  the  Committee  of  Elections, 
to  which  had  been  referred  the  memorial  nf  Wil- 
liam L,  Goggin,  contesting  the  seal  nf  Thomas 
W,  Gilmer,  one  nf  the  members  of  the  House 
from  the  Slate  of  Virginia,  made  a  report  thereon, 
[The  report  sustains  tlie  right  of  Mr.  Gilmer  to 
bis  seat.] 

Mr.  E.  stated,  injustice  to  the  committee,  that 
this  report  had  been  ready  fur  presentation  to  the 
House  a  fortnight  ago,  but  was  withheld  at  the 
request  of  the  minority,  who  wished  to  present  a 
counter  report,  which  they  had  not  yet  been  able 
to  get  ready,  in  consequence  of  the  indisposition 
of  one  of  their  members.  He  moved  that  tlio  re- 
port be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House,  and  printed.  He  was  also  instructed  to 
move  that  the  arguments  and  statements  made  by 
Mr.  Goggin  and  Mr.  Gilmer  before  the  committee 
be  also  printed  and  referred. 

Mr.  NEWTON  called  for  a  division  of  the 
question,  so  as  to  take  the  questions  on  priming 
the  report  and  printing  the  arguments  separately; 
which  was  agreed  to. 


The  question  being  taken  on  printing  the  re- 
port, and  referring  it  to  the  Coinmiiiee  of  the 
Whole  House,  it  was  derided  in  the  iifiirmative. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  printing  the  ar- 
guments of  the  claimant  and  of  the  sitting  mem- 
ber. 

Mr,  ELMER  stated  that  the  memorial  of  Mr, 
Goggin,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee, 
was  printed,  and  at  that  time  no  argument  on  the 
subject  was  made  by  the  silting  member.  When 
the  parties  came  before  the  committee,  Mr,  Gog- 
gin prepared  o  written  argument,  embracing  some 
points  not  embraced  in  nis  meaiorinl;  and  Mr, 
Gilmer,  on,  time  being  given,  made  his  written 
answer;  and  these  were  the  documents  that  be 
moved  to  have  printed,  so  that  the  House  might 
have  the  whole  subji.'cl  before  them. 

The  SPEAKER  hero  called  Mr,  Bearoilet  to 
the  chair, 

Mr,  NEWTON  deemed  it  his  duty,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  i<{  Elections,  and  as  being 
the  one  who  pnsentcd  the  memorial  of  Mr,  Gog- 
gin to  the  House,  to  oppose  the  motion  to  print 
the  argument  of  that  gentleman,  submitted  mot« 
than  a  month  ago. 

This  srgument  was  prepared  by  Mr,  Goggin 
upon  a  suite  of  facts  wliich  he  supposed  at  the 
lime  to  exist,  but  which  he  now  found  did  not 
exist;  and  therefore  a  large  portion  of  it  did  not 
apply  to  the  case  before  the  House,  Under  such 
circumstances,  it  would  be  an  idle  wa^ite  of  pub- 
lic money  to  print  these  documents,  as  no  good 
Could  bo  produced  by  it,  lie  supposed  that  the 
object  was  not  to  enlighten  the  House, as  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  would  pcrromi  ihsl  ser- 
vice; and  if  it  did  not,  the  arguments  of  the  sating 
member's  Irieiids  would.  In  additinn,  he  consid- 
ered it  would  be  discourteous  tnMr.  Guggin,  who 
was  detained  at  home  by  indisposition,  to  print 
his  argument,  which  wns  now  inappropriate  to 
the  matter  before  the  House;  and  as  a  friend  of 
that  grntleiiian,  and  as  an  impartial  judge,  he 
deemed  it  his  duty  to  protest  against  ihu  printing 
it  without  his  cmiaont, 

Mr,  DOUGLAS,  as  a  mem'jcr  of  the  commit- 
tee, dissented  from  the  views  of  the  gentleinan 
from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Newton.]  He  did  not  re- 
gard these  statements  presented  to^thc  committee, 
on  the  part  of  Mr.  Goggin  and  of  the  sitting  mem- 
ber, strictly  as  mere  urgiimenia;  they  were  more 
than  that. 

After  the  memorial  of  Mr.  Goggin  was  pre- 
i  sented  to  the. House,  and,  with  the  evidence,  was 
referred  to  the  committee,  the  two  claimants  ap- 
peared and  made  their  statemenis  of  facts,  con- 
taining their  construction  nf  law  governing  the 
cose  and  the  arguments  enforcing  them,  which 
they  submitted  to  the  committee  in  writing.  In 
these  statements  the  gentlemen  made  many  ad- 
missions of  facts  which  they  would  not  now  con- 
trovert. For  instance,  the  sitting  member  slated 
that  lie  would  nut  controvert  certain  fuels  stated 
by  the  memorialist;  and  lliat  he  would  controvert 
other  facts  stalled  by  him;  while,  on  the  other 
hand^the  meinoi'iali«t  slated  that  he  would  admit 
certain  facts  staled  by  the  sitting  member,  and 
that  he  would  controvert  others.  These  state- 
ments, prepared  by  the  parties  with  delibcmtioo, 
and  submitted  to  the  committee,  constituted  the 
pleadings  of  the  case.  Again:  tluiy  were  evidence 
in  the  case;  for  if  the  defendant  in  any  suit  comes 
forward  ^nd  admits  that  he  wilt  not  contest  cer- 
tain facts  alleged  against  hiui,  it  becomes  a  part 
of  the  ividoiice,  and  the  court  holds  him  to  it. 
He  therefore  believed,  that  in  holding  the  silling 
member,  and  aUu  the  contesting  claimant,  strictly 
to  the  admissions  they  have  made,  they  would  Iw 
acting  in  conformity  with  the  practice  of  all  ju- 
dicial tribunals,  as  well  as  with  the  principles  of 
justice.  He  considered,  too,  that  they  were  io- 
•portant  to  the  case,  as  containing  the  best  of  evi- 
dence. As  to  any  injustice  to  the  absent  claim- 
ant in  printing  his  argument,  he,  on  his  part, 
thought  it  would  be  the  grossest  injustice  to  him 
I  to  suppress  it.  The  claimant  was  not  here  in  per- 
son, and  it  was  a  strange  inference  that  it  would 
be  uncourteous  to  him  to  perinil  the  argufflent 
that  ha  himself  had  prescntetl  to  be  published. 
He  thought  both  these  arguments  should  be 
printed,  because  they  were  necessary  to  a  full 
understanding  of  the  subject;  and  the  cost,  he 
understood,  would  be  very  trilling. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  said  that,  as  to  the  brevity  of 
the  argumenu,'and  the  uifling  cost  of  prioling 
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Ihein,  he  thought  the  question  would  be  best  an- 
■wercd  if  the  Clerk  would  hold  up  lo  the  House 
the  large  roll  of  Uocumenis  in  which  they  were 
comprised.    The   truth  was,  this  motion  called  ' 
(ot  the  printing  of  n  large  mass  of  matter,  a  \ 
great  deal  of  which  was  entirely  irrelevant  and  i 
not  necessary  to  an  understanding:  of  the  subject.  { 
He  belteved  nothing  else  was  embraced  in  the  . 
motion  but  to  print  the  arguments  presented  on 
both  sides  to  the  committee;  and  nothing  was  , 
said  abont  printing  the  testimony  taken  m  the 
case.    The  gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Docc- 
Lia]  adduced,  as  an  argument  for  printing  the 
slatemenb  of  the  conflicting  parties,  that  there  | 
were  admissions  made  in  both  of  them  which 
were  good  evidence.     Now,  if  this  was  a  good 
argument  for  printing  the  statements,  would  it 
not  also  apply  to  the  printing  of  the  testimony, 
whidi  was  equally.necessary  for  •  thorough  un- 
derstanding of  the  subjects    So  far,  however,  i 
from  this  being  the  case,  he  could  say  that  the  | 
report  of  the  majority  jf  the  committee,  just  pre-  [ 
sented,  and  the  report  of  the  minority,  which  he  | 
was  authorized  to  say  would  be  presented  to-  i 
morrow,  agreed  essentially  in  facta,  and  did  not 
contradict  each  other  in  any  important  particu-  ' 
lar.    So  there  was  no  use  in  printing  these  state-  ' 
menis  on  account  of   the  evidence  they  con- 
tained. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  observed  that  be  had  antici- | 
paled  that  this  debate  would  arise  on  the  motion 
of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Elections,  | 
and  that  these  objections  would  be  made  to  the  > 
printing  of  these  statements;  for,  when  the  com- 
mittee came  to  the  conclusion  to  ask  for  their 
priniin',  they  were  informed  that  such  a  motion 
would  be  opposed.    He  was  not,  therefore,  sur-  j 
prised  at  the  opposition  these  genilemen  had  seen  ! 
fit  to  make  to  the  printing  of  these  two  written  ! 
statements.     He  was  not  m  the  House  when  the 
gentleman  fmni  Illinois  [Mr.  Dodolas]  gave  Ills 
reasons  for  supporting  the  motion;  and  he  trust- 
ed, therefbre,  that  he  should  be  excused  if,  in  m-  | 
signing  his  reason*  for  coming  to  I  he  same  con-  | 
elusion,  he  should  make  use  of  some  of  theargu-  ' 
meniB  advanced  by  that  genlleman.     He  would, 
in  the  first  place,  call  the  aiicnlion  of  the  House 
to  the  state  of  facts  as  presented.     Mr.  Goggin  | 
came  into  the  House  and  presented  a  written  me-  , 
morial, signed  by  him,  making  up  his  case  against  ' 
the  sitting  member,  Mr.  Giluer,  in  bis  own,i 
and  presenting  the  issue,  on  his  part,  in  the  fiirm  ' 
that  best  suited  him.   He  was  bound  by  no  limit,  | 
and  bound  b^  no  principle,  save  what  he  deemed  I 
moat  conducive  to  his  own  rights  and  his  own  in-  , 
terests.    That  memorial  was  printed  and  referred  ! 
to  the  committee;  and  then,  when  the  parties  went  I 
before  it,  each  ma-lc  up  a  written  statement  of  his  | 
cose,  which  was  also  submitted  and  considered. 
The  written  statements  of  the  (Hirllcs,  (hough 
Bot  strictly  cvideiiceiii  the  case,  contained  admis- 
sions that  were  material  to  a  right  understanding 
of  the  ease;  and  what  was  there  to  fear  in  the  pub- 
Ueation  of  these  statements  ?  He  went  on  at  some 
length  to  ar^ue  in  favor  of  the  printing  of  the 
documents. 

Mr.  GILM  ER  also  spoke  in  favor  of  the  print- 
ing of  the  statement  of  his  competitor  for  the  seat 
which  he  occupied;  and  if  the  argument  in  favor 
of  economy  in  the  expenditures  for  printing  was 
deemed  of  much  weight,  he  would  pay  the  ex- 
pense hlms<-lf. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  thought  it  would  be  more 
respectful  to  the  House,  and  more  compliment- 
ary to  the  intelligenceof  its  members,  if  this  mat- 
ter were  alloweu  to  be  printed,  so  that  each  mem- 
ber could  judge  for  himself  what  bearing  these 
statements  bad  on  the  question  in  issue- 
Surely  the  House  might  be  trusted  to  decide 
bow  far  the  printed  statement  should  be  allowed 
to  have  a  bearing  upon  their  decision  of  the  ques- 
tion, and  how  far  it  ceased  to  be  a  practice  on 
account  of  any  subsequent  evidence  which  had 
been  taken.  He  did  not  know  that  any  great 
importance  could  be  attached  to  the  document; 
but,  from  the  very  great  anxiety  which  had  been 
exhibited,  he  wasolinost  led  to  believe  that  there 
was  some  secret  design  to  produce  a  particular 
effect  by  the  printing  or  refusing  to  print  it.  It 
was  sufficient  for  him  to  know,  however,  from  the 
statement  of  the  committee,  that  the  statement  of 
the  two  contesting  parties  had  been  prepared  and 
submitted  for  the  purpose  of  simplifying  the  pro- 
ceedings, andof  abridfging  the  labors  of  the  com- 


mittee ;  that  they  were  a  part  of  the  ra  geslte;  that 
they  formed,  in  fact,  a  portion  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  cominiitee,  and  should  not,  therefore,  be 
suppressed.  He  would,  therefore,  after  having 
expressed  the  astonishment  which  had  been  ex- 
cited in  bis  breast,  by  this  effort  to  suppress  the 
publication  of  the  papers  in  question,  vote  for  the 
printing;  as  he  should  always  do  in  reference  to 
anything  which  a  committee,  through  its  chair- 
man, might  desire  to  print. 

They  nad  been  told  of  a  minority  report.  And 
he  would  now  set  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  right. 
A  minority  report  was  not  known  in  parliament- 
ary law.  The  custom  of  receiving  minority  re- 
ports had  grown  up  by  the  courtesy  of  the  House; 
but  it  was,  in  reality,  an  abuse.  The  sitting  mem- 
bers, in  cases  of  contested  elections,  had  been  per- 
mitted to  bring  in  written  statements;  and  against 
this  courtesy  lie  had  no  objection,  because  it  had 
become  an  established  usage  of  this  House.  But 
a  committee  alone  could  make  a  report;  and  there 
was  a  much  stronger  reason  why  a  minority 
should  not  be  permitted  to  make  a  report  against 
the  deliberate  report  of  a  majority,  than  there 
was  against  publishing  explanatoi^  statements  of 
two  contesting  members.  He  could  see  no  good 
reason  why  the  documents  should  not  be  printed; 
and  he  would,  therefore,  give  his  vote  for  the 
printing. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  thought  the 
matter  had  received  a  degree  of  importance  which 
it  did  not^deserve.  He  felt  totally  indifferent 
whether  this  argument  should  be  printed  or  not. 
His  princi|>al  motive  in  rising  was  to  notice  the 
intimation  thrown  out  by  tjie  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  that  there  was  an  attempt  to  suppressa 
part  of  the  record  on  the  port  of  a  portion  of  the 
committee.  What  was  that  record  .'  The  memo- 
rials nnd  statements  of  the  parties  constituted 
the  issue  upon  which  the  record  was  made  up. 
And  lie  appealed  to  ilie  gentleman  from  Vlrginin 
whether  it  w«s  not  as  necessary  that  the  state- 
ments made  orally  should  be  printed,  as  well  as 
those  made  in  writing;  for  it  was  an  established 
principle  of  law,  that  the  decision  of  a  case  should 
tie  bused  upon  all  the  evidence  given  in  the  case. 
But  it  mattered  little  about  the  arguments  made 
in  the  cose,  for  the  House  would  make  its  own 
decision,  irrespective  of  the  force  or  the*  fallacy 
of  the  arguments  employed.  It  was  of  little  con- 
sequence, ihi'n,  wlietliirlhey  were  printed  or  not. 
But  in  regard  to  minoriiy  reports,  were  mliiori-  j 
ties  to  have  no  voice?  Were  their  opinions  to  be  ■ 
suppressed .'  Whs  this  what  the  gentleman  meant? 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE.  I  said  expressly,  (and 
I  rely  upon  my  knowledge  of  parliamentary  law 
to  sustain  me  in  the  opinion,)  that  a  minority 
cannot  make  a  report.  And  I  will  add,  that,  in 
place  of  making  a  report,  their  course  is  to  come 
before  the  House  and  resist  the  report  of  the  ma- 
jority, one  by  one. 

'  Mr.  DAVISadmittedthat,bytheparliament«ry 
law  of  England — a  Government  of  moderate  des- 
potism— the  minority  had  no  right  to  be  heard 
by  a  report;  butthisprincipl^of  despotic  law  had 
been  reversed  by  the  American  Congress. 

Mr.  ELMER  said  he  had  been  opposed  to  the 

firinting,  because  he  thought  it  unnecessary;  for 
le  deemed  it  altogether  unimportant  whether 
these  statements  should  be  before  the  House  or 
not;  but,  as  a  majority  of  the  committee  were 
disposed  to  demand  the  printing,  he  would  vote 
in  favor  of  the  proposition. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  advocated  the  printing. 

Mr.  NEWTON  desired  to  moke  a  few  obser- 
vations in  regard  to  the  suspicion  which  was  said 
to  attach  to  the  minority  of  the  committee,  and 
to  the  friends  of  Mr.  Goggin.  It  was  not  de- 
sired to  suppress  any  facts,  or  inference  from 
facts,  which  might  be  deemed  important.  If  there 
was  anything  in  the  argument  that  was  calculated 
in  the  least  to  enlighten  the  House,  he  would  be 
perfectly  willing  it  should  be  printed. 

There  was  no  suppression,  at  all  events;  for 
the  papers  were  placeil  upon  the  table,  and  might 
be  examined. 

Mr.  GILMER  observed  that  he  trusted  that 
his  colleague  and  friend,  [Mr.  Newton,]  when 
he  reasoned  calmly  to  Mr.  Goggin's  cose  and 
his  own,  would  have  no  reason  to  censure  him, 
whether  he  considered  him  a  Greek  or  a  Trojan; 
and  he  trusted  that  he  would  always  consider 
him  as  a  friend.  He,  however,  treats  me  as  a 
Greek,  and  thereby  admits  that  be  is  a  Trojan. 


But  when  his  eoneagne  spoke  of  the  Greek  gifts 
he  offered,  he  would  ask  what  those  Greek  gifts 
were?  Why, .a  proposition  to  print  Mr.  Gog- 
gin's own  argument,  prepared  by  himself,  and 
presenting  his  case  in  tnestrongtstlighthe could.- 
This,  however,  his  colleague  supposed,  was  not 
for  the  purpose  of  bringing  light  to  the  House, 
but  for  Buncombe;  and  ne  uegged  him,  therefore, 
to  recollect  that  be  did  not  represent  Buncombe;^ 
and  though  his  district  was  a  very  large  one,  ic 
did  not  quite  extend  into  North  Carolina.  As 
his  colleague  imputed  to  him  the  design  of  print- 
ing Mr.  Goggin's  argument  to  be  used  before 
the  people,  he  would  aSk  him  which  of  them  did 
that  gentleman  the  most  injustice,  he  who  wished 
to  publish  his  own  statement  of  his  case,  or  his 
colleague,  who  sought  to  suppress  it  ?  Was  there 
anything  in  this  argument  which  the  gentleman 
was  ashamed  of  publishing  to  the  world  ?  He 
must  be  permitted  to  say  that  his  colleague  hail 
done  Mr.  Goggin  the  most  injustice;  and  that 
his  course  had  injured  him  more  than  anything 
else.  His  friAid  had  thought  proper  to  allude  to 
a  subject  he  never  should  have  thought  of,  and 
ascribed  to  him  a  pride  in  controversy.  This  he 
disclaimed;  and  he  trusted  that  his  colleague 
knew  him  too  well  to  suppose  that  he  entertained 
such  a  pride.  He  surely  could  not  suppose  that 
there  was  any  personal  controversy  between 
him  and  Mr.  Goggin;  for  ho  thought  that  there 
were  higher  objects  of  public  justice  and  public 
interest  in  view  than  a  mere  personal  matter 
between  two  individuals.  The  gentleman  had 
thought  proper  to  travel  out  of  the  record,  and 
allude  to  the  rains  in  that  *'  misty  valley  of  Vir- 
ginia;" but  be  begged  leave  to  say  to  him  that 
Mr.  Goggin  liimself  never  would  allude  to  that 
subject  again,  because  he  would  find  that  ho  . 
would  lose  more  than  he  could  gnin  by  it.  He 
referred  to  this  subject  because  it  was  the  only 
original  ground  on  which  his  election  was  coji- 
testcd,  and  on  which  Mr.  Goggin  gave  him  a 
notice;  and  the  only  one,  therefore,  on  which  he 
was  obliged  to  meet  him  here.  He  could  have 
confined  his  opponent  to  that  point,  as  he  had  a 
right  to  do;  but  he  was  unwilling  to  take  any  ad- 
vaninge,  and  therefore  allowed  him  to  bring  tes- 
timony on  any  other  points  he  chose.  He  would 
now  say,  however,  ill  reference  to  that  matter, 
that  it  was  abandoned  by  all  parties  as  utterly 
unworthy  of  any  consideration. 

Mr.  TIIOMPSON  called  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion; which  having  been  seconded,  and  the  main 
question  ordered, 

Mr.  WELLKR  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  NEWTON  called  for  a  division  of  the 
main  question,  so  as' to  take  it  separately  on  print- 
ing the  two  arguments. 

Mr.  GILMER  said  that  he  did  not  wish  his 
argument  to  be  printed  unless  Mr. Goggin's  was 
printed  with  it. 

Mr.  NEWTON  then  observed  that  he  would 
not  ask  for  a  division  of  the  question. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky,  renewed  his  call  for 
atiivision  of  the  question. 

Mr.  WELLER  again  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  submitted  that  the  argu- 
ment of  his  colleague  was  a  response  to  that  of 
his  opponent-,  and  ne  considereil  the  one  insepa- 
rable from  the  other. 

The 'SPEAKER  thought  the  question  was  di- 
visible. 

Mr.  BELSER  called  for  the  reading  of  the  ar- 
guments. He  understood  that  there  were  admis- 
sions in  both  of  them;  and  if  so,  they  were  evi- 
dence, and  the  best  of  evidence. 

Objections  being  made,  Mr.^B.  withdrew  hi* 
request. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  called  for  the  the  reading  of 
arguments;  but  objections  were  maSe  by  several; 
and  the  p-  •  ■  •  - 
be  read. 


DUie 
lid, 


and  the  Chair  saiif,  therefore,  that  they  could  not 


The  question  was  then  put  on  printing  Mr. 
Goggin  s  argument,  and  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive— yeas  124,  nays  51. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  moved  that  all  the  testimony 
in  the  case  be-printed.  The  House  had  agreed  to 
publish  a  part  of  the  ease,  and  he  thought  the 
whole  should  go  to  the  world  together. 

Some  conversation  followed,  in  which  Messra. 
SCHENCK,  DROMGOOLE,  C.  JOHNSON, 
HAMLIN,  GILMER,  BIDLACK,  DOUGLAS, 
BELSER,  DICKINSON,  and  OWEN  look  part. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


198 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


January  26, 


Mr.  A.  v.  BROWN  said  that  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  of  Election*,  but  had  not 
intended  to  say  anything  on  these  preliminary  and 
incidental  queaiions.  No  one  on  the  committee 
bad  ever  thought  of,  much  less  proposed  to  pub- 
lish, these  depositions.  They  related  to  matters 
about  which  there  seemed,  in  the  progress  of  in- 
vestieation,  to  be  but  little,  if  any,  disagreement 
of  opinion.  Tbey  related  to  the  quantity  of  rain 
that  fell  on  a  certain  day  in  certain  counties  of 
Virginia,  whereas  the  controversy  seemed  to  lie 
on  altogether  different  grounds.  Much  of  the 
testimony  about  the  slate  of  the  weather  was  lu- 
dicrous and  unimporlant;  the  notices  to  lake  them, 
the  preambles  to  them,  and  the  certificates  of  tliose 
who  took  them,  besides  the  desultory  nature  of 
the  questions  and  ai\^wers,  would  make  a  book 
nearly  as  large  as  the  one  he  held  in  his  hand.  It 
would  cost  a  great  deal  of  money,  all  for  no  profit 
to  members  here,  or  to  the  pople  of  the  "  misiy 
Talley  of  Virginia,"  to  which  one  of  the  mem- 
ben  of  that  State  [Mr.  Newton]  had  tauntingly 
alluded.  • 

The  mover  himself  had  stated  that  there  was 
no  controversy  about  the  facU;  none  in  the  writ- 
ten statements  of  the  parties  that  required  any 
part  of  these  papers  to  be  published,  but  as  the 
House  had  ordered  the  written  statements,  or 
pleadings  of  the  parties,  to  be  published,  he 
thoueht  it  right  to  publish  everything.  Why, 
this  looks  like  asking  it  only  in  the  way  of  rc- 
vtnge.  Revenge  for  the  decision  of  the  House? 
He  protested  against  doing  it  from  this  motive. 
The  controversy,  as  far  as  there  was  one,  turned 
on  points  not  elucidated  by  the  testimony — points 
of  law  under  the  statutes  of  Virginia.  Why  waste 
the  people's  money  on  unnecessary  printing?  As 
a  friend  of  true  economy,  he  was  opposed  to  it. 
To  save  time,  this  was  all  he  chose  to  say  on  the 
subject. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  modified  his  resolution,  by 
adding  the  following: 

Ontiulnie  to  print  the  noticci  fbr  takini  depfwitjon*.  nnd  | 
the  otnctAl  certificates  attachoi]  to  ttie  rto|MMitioil4,  gtviiig  I 
otily  Uie  dates  oCUie  taking  or  tlie  tesUiminy.  , 

Upon  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  as  motli- 
fied,  the  previous  question  was  demanded  and 
seconded. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  asked  of  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Elections  whether  there  was 
any  disagreement  as  to  facts  in  the  two  reports  of 
the  majority  and  minority? 

Mr.  ELMER  said,  that  not  having  seen  the  re- 
port of  the  minority,  he  could  not  answer  that 
auestion  positively.  He  understood,  however, 
lat  there  was  no  disagreement  as  to  facts. 

The  question  on  printing  was  then  taken,  and 
decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  145,  mtys  47. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  asked  for  the  printing  of  a 
report  from  the  War  Department,  the  nature  of 
wnich  was  not  heard. 

Mr.  ADAMS  called  for  the  orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.  NEWTON  asked  leave  to  present  some 
additional  evidence  in  the  case  of  a  contested  elec- 
tion. 

Mr.  BLACK  moved  that  the  House  adjourn. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  asked  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  to  withdraw  his  motion  to  adjourn,  in 
order  that  he  might  give  a  notice  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  said  thft  there  were 
some  executive  documents  on  theSneaker's  tabic, 
which  ought  to  be  laid  before  the  House,  and  dis- 
posed of  before  adjourning. 

Mr.  ADAMS  insisted  on  the  orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.  BLACK  said  he  would  withdraw  his  mo- 
tion for  the  executive  documents  and  for  the  no- 
tice of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  and  for  nothing 
else. 

Mr.  ADAMS  objected  to  any  other  business 
but  the  ordera'  of  the  day. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  [Mr.  Scbenck]  had  a  privileged  question  to 
offer. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  then  gave  notice  that  he  would , 
on  the  part  of  the  minority  of  the  Committee  of 
Elections,  to-morrow,  present  a  minority  report 
in  the  ease  of  Messrs.  Goggin  and  Gilmer,  and 
he  moved  that  leave  be  given  for  its  reception. 
This  was  agreed  to  by  general  consent;  and  Mr. 
S.  renewed  the  motion  for  adjournment. 

Mr.  ADAMS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  motion  to  adjourn;  but,  a  sufficient  number 
not  rising,  the  call  was  not  sustained. 


Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLLappealed  to  the  House 
not  to  adjourn  without  disposing  of  the  executive 
documents  on  the  Speaker's  table. 

Mr.  ADAMS  culled  for  tellers  on  the  question 
of  adjournment;  which  were  ordered;  and  the 
question  being  taken,  was  decided  in  the  affirm- 
ative— ayes  S^,  noes  48. 

So  the  House  then  adjourned. 

The  following  petitions  presented  tfv-daf.  were  banded  to 
the  reporters  by  tlic  ineoitH.'n«  prnMniing  Uieni: 

By  Mr.  GBEGIM,  of  New  York :  Tlie  petition  of  ilie  in- 
tiatiitanu  of  tlic  county  of  Wayne,  New  York,  asking  for 
ttie  almlition  of  tlie  franking  privilege,  and  a  reduction  of 
Uie  ratctf  of  pos taie. 

By  Mr.  CALDWELL :  The  petition  of  Thomas  Graves, 
of  Russell  county,  Kentucky;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Revotuiionary  Claims. 

By  Mr.  FUICK;  Two  memorials,  ofsimilar  Import,  fhim 
the  inhabitants  of  Columbia  county,  Peunsylrania,  praying 
for  a  reduction  of  postage,  with  a  proper  restriction  of  tJie 
franking  privilCKC. 

By  Mr.  HOGE :  The  petition  of  George  W.  Bobinsnn  and 
others,  citizens  of  McDoiiough  and  Haticock  countica,  in 
tlie  State  of  Illinnis,  praying  the  estalilishrarnt  of  a  mail 
route  from  Mncnmb,  in  said  county  nf  Mr  Dnuough,  via 
Blandcusvtllc,  l.aHarpc;,  (;amp  Creeit,  rontoomc.  and  Ap- 
pannoee,  to  Nauvoo,  iii  the  county  of  Hnuf-nek ;  which 
was  referred  10  the  Cooiiniuee  on  the  Pott  Uiii^'i;  and  Post 
Roads. 

By  Mr.  SAMPLE:  The  pi^titinn  of  AlMniiHi;r  Wilson 
and  eighty-seven  otiiers,  ciiizen;^  ofMlami  county,  praying 
tlie  establishment  of  a  mail  route  from  Indianaiiolis  to  Pern, 
via  Broad  Ripple,  Fannington,  Shieldsville,  and  Green 
Town. 

By  Mr.  ROBINSON:  The  pclilion  of  forty  citizens  of 
Oswego,  New  York,  praying  n>r  an  appropriation  to  com- 
plete the  hurbnaat  Oak  Orchard,  on  Lake  Ontario. 

By  Mr.  KINO,  of  New  York:  The  petition  of  inhabit- 
ants of  Canton,  St.  Lawrence  county.  New  V<»rk,  to  re- 
duce the  pay  of  niemlters  nf  Congress  to  four  dollars,  and  to 
altolisli  tlie  franking  privilege. 

Also,  the  petition  of  inliabltanrs  nf  Brasher,  to  abridge  the 
franking  privilHge,  and  reduce  the  rates  ofpotifa^e: 

By  Mr.  McCLERNANU  :  The  iiieinnrl.'il  of  Niithaniel  B. 

Blackford  and  furly-niiit>otiier!i;  tiiiio,  the  uiemnrialof  Joiin 

I  :^aiil:tbury  and  Dfty-eiglit  others,  citizeus  nt  White  county, 

I    Illinois,  praying  the  donation  of  the  refuse  lands  in  tlie 

Shawneetown  and  Palestine  land  districts,  for  tito  improve- 

'  nientofthe  navijiatinn  nf  the  great  Wab.-Mli  river;  which 

were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pnhlie  Lands. 

By  Mr.  STRONG:  The  petition  of  Willi.iin  Jones  and 
others,  praying  that  Cold  Spring,  on  I.ong  Island,  New 
York,  may  be  cnn^'titutcd  a  p^jrt  of  entry ;  which  was  re- 
ferred, together  willi  other  papeiM  on  the  same  i<uhject,  pre- 
sented at  tite  last  sest<ion,  to  the  Ctnnniittee  on  Commerce,    i 

By  Mr.  FISH:  The  petition  of  Charles  Rhind,  for  odtli- 
tionat  compensatioii  for  acrvices  in  negotiatiug  a  treaty 
with  Turkey. 

By  Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa:  The  memorial  of  the  Mayor 
and  Aldermen  of  ttie  city  of  Burlington,  in  the  Territory  of 
loffn,  earnestly  pn  yitig  Congress  for  the  passage  of  an  act 
— a  form  for  which  accompanied  the  memorial — to  enable 
elaimanla  to  the  unsold  lots  in  said  city  to  pertiect  their 
titles;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands.  

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Fridat,  /aniMry  26,  1844.  | 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
Mr.  HUNGERPORD,  from  the  Committee  on 
Retrenchment,  reported  the  following  resolution; 
which  was  adopted : 

RetolKti,  That  the  (Jnmmiltee  on  Retrenebraent  be  em- 
powered to  send  for  nnd  examine  persona  and  papers. 

PERSONAL  EXPLANATIONS. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  rose  to  a  question  of 
privilege;  and  referred  to  and  read  the  15th  and 
16th  rules  of  the  House,  in  these  words: 

"  IS.  Stenographers  wishing  to  uke  down  the  debala, 
may  be  admiued  by  Uie  Speaker,  who  shall  assign  such  | 
places  to  them  on  the  floor,  or  elsewhere,  to  elTect  their 
object,  as  shall  not  intcrfcie  with  the  convenience  of  the 
House. 

"  16.  No  penion  shall  be  allowed  the  privitegeof  the  Hnll 
under  the  ■character  of  stenographer,  without  a  written  per- 
mission from  the  Spe.iker,  sp4>cifying  the  part  of  the  Hall 
assigned  to  him  ;  and  no  reporter  or  stenographer  shall  lie 
admitted  under  the  rules  o(  the  House,  unless  such  reporter 
or  stenograplier  shall  state,  in  writing,  for,  wiiat  paper  or 
paper*  he  is  employed  to  report."  ■ 

He  proceeded  to  state  that  he  found  in  a  cer- 
tain newspaper, called  the  United  States  Gazette, 
which  had  been  sent  to  him  this  morning,  the 
following  false  account  of  a  transaction  which 
occured  in  that  House: 

"  A  scene  of  some  little  sensation,  a<  the  Prenrh  term  it, 
occurred  in  the  House,  upon  Mr.  Adams's  presentingsome 
resolutions  from  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetis,  similar 
to  those  he  presented  some  time  ago.  and  to  tlinse  presented 
by  Mr.  B4TF.9  in  the  Semite.  Objei:lioiis  were  made  to  (heir 
reception,  and  the  udual/urs  wa.i  ruiocd.  Mr.  Adams  called 
for  the  ayes  and  noes.  Some  cnnversalion  occurred  in  regard 
to  whetiier  they  were  signed  hy  ttie  Governor,  kc. ;  during 
which,  Mr.  C.  J.  Inobrsoll  iwik< occasion  to  inquire  of  t 
Mr.  Ao&Ms  if  the  resoluUons  were  not  written  by  hiinself?  | 
Mr.  Adams  looked  at  Mr.  I.  a  moment,  without  deigningto 
reply ;  and  Ibco,  with  a  peculiar  oianucr  and  a  calm  dignity,  i  < 


lumeif  to  the  Speaker  luid  said, '  Sir,  I  bave  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays.'  This  was  a  severe  reboke  to  what  Mr. 
Adams  cnmsidered  an  impertinent  question ;  to  which,  had 
he  chosen  to  answer  it  at  all,  be  might  bave  replied  in  the 
negative." 

He^asked  for  no  special  protection,  upon  this 
occasion  or  anv  other,  from  the  Speaker;  but,  as 
one  of  that  body 

The  SPEAKER  observed  to  the  ^ntleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  that  any  proposition  upon 
this  subject  could  only  be  entertained  by  general 
consent. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  said  he  trusted  the  subject, 
as  a  matter  of  privilege,  would  be  entertain«l 
without  objection.  It  was  not  a  matter  which 
concerned  parties ;  it  was  a  matter  which  concerned 
every  individual  member  of  the  House.  Every 
gentleman  in  that  House  was  liable  to  be  vilified 
and  abused;  he  had  had  his  share  of  abuse;  nor 
had  he  complained.  He  had  never  winced  under 
any  abuse;  indeed,  he  might  say,  he  had  never 
regarded  it;  but,  as  the  Representative  of  seventy 
thousand  freemen,  he  would  not  suStr  his  con- 
duct to  be  misrepresented  by  those  to  whom  he 
contributed  to  give  the  privileges  of  the  floor  for 
the  purpose  of  truly  reporting  what  occurred  in 
that  House. 

It  was  unnecessary  for  him  to  say  that  the 
whole  paragraph  which  charged  a  number  of  gen- 
tlemen with  having  created  a  fuss;  and  which 
imputed  to  him  impertinence,  had  falsified  the 
whole  transaction.  He  would  not  submit  that 
such  a  statement  should  go  forth  to  the  public, 
under  the  color  of  a  report,  having  been  reported 
by  a  stenographer  or  other  reporter.  The  article 
which  had  been  read  w&s  signed  "  Oliver  Old- 
school,"  a  name  which,  he  stated  in  bis  repre- 
sentative capacity,  was  but  the  anonymous  one 
of  a  man  named  Sargeant,  to  whom  a  special 
place  had  been  assigned  by  the  Speaker,  but  who 
was  seldom  in  his  place;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
roaming  about  the  House  where  he  had  no  right. 
He  called  upon  the  Speaker,  as  the  distingoislied 
organ  of  that  House,  to  ascertain  if  the  man  to 
whom  he  alluded  was  the  author  of  the  calumny; 
and  if  so,  to  withdraw  from  him  the  privilege 
which  he  had  confecred  upon  him  of  occupying 
a  seat  in  the  House;  and  he  did  this  the  more 
promptly  because  it  was  not  an  extreme  ease  of 
personal  abuse.  Many  gentlemen  might  think 
It  a  slight  affair.  It  was  a  slight  affair,  and  there- 
fore the  more  promptly  and  unhesitatingly  did  he 
lay  his  hand  upon  it.  A  gentlennan  of  consider- 
able experience  had  well  observed  (if  he  might 
be  permitted  to  refer  to  what  took  place  in  the 
committee  on  rules)  that,  if  something  should 
not  soon  be  done  in  relation  to  the  admission  of 
letter-writers,  their  number  would  soon  exceed 
the  number  of  members;  and,  so  far  from  any 
thing  like  a  fair  report  being  made,  they  were 
represented  to  their  constituents  and  to  foreign 
countries  as  the  merest  blackguards  in  creation. 
He  could  take  it  upon  himself  to  say,  that  a  more 
orderly  representative  body  did  not  exist— not 
even  those  nf  England,  France,  or  Spain,  which 
are  the  only  ones  deserving  of  a  comparison;  hot 
no  one  could  be  blind  to  the  fact,  that  the' charac- 
ter of  the  House,  and  the  country  itself,  had  been 
undergoing  a  process  of  deterioration  in  conse- 
quence of  the  streams  of  calumny  which  were 
sent  forth  from  this  House,  and  which  returned 
to  it,  after  having  swept  the  whole  extent  of  the 
nation.  He  called  upon  the  Speaker  to  takecog- 
nizanee  of  the  motion. 

The  SPEAKER  remarked  that  the  first  thing 
which  had  been  done  by  him,  in  connection  with 
the  duly  imposed  upon  him  by  the  rule,  was  to 
ascertain,  as  well  as  be  could,  whether  the  gen- 
tlemen applying  to  be  admitted  were  of  fair stonil* 
ing  and  character,  and  whether  they  were  rejtolar 
reporter8;and  to  such  persons,  as  far  as  the  Chair 
could  ascertain,  places  had  been  assigned.  In  no 
case  hatia  place  been  assigned  to  a  letter-wnter; 
in  all  cases  they  represented  themselves  ss  re- 
porters. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  inquired  whether  the  Chair 
recollected  the  application  of  Nathan  Sargeanlfor 
a  seat  ? 

*  The  SPEAKER  replied  he  distinctly  recol- 
lected the  applicntino;  and,  upon  reference  to  a 
memorandum,  he  found  that  seat  No.  4  had  been 
assigned  to  him  as  the  reporter  for  the  United 
States  Gazette. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  said  be  wished  the  Chairto 
understand  that  he  stated  upon  his  responsibility 
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that  Nathan  SaiKeant  was  the  author  of  the  article 
alluded  to. 

Mr.  MORRIS  .inquirod  whether  the  matter 
rested  entirely  with  llie  Speakerand  an  individual 
member  to  determine  upon  and  to  enforce  the  ex- 
pulsion from  this  (lall  of  a  reporter.  HeKiiew 
something  of  Mr.  Sar^eant,  and  he  knew  him  to 
be  a  man  of  nnimpencliable  integrity. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said,  as  he  was  in  name  degree 
ioTolTed  in  this  controversy,  inasmuch  as  he  was 
alluded  to  in  the  article  complained  of  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania,  he  would  take  the 
liberty  to  call  for  a  more  explicit  specification  of 
the  charge  against  the  repnrlerlhaii  had  yet  been 
made.  He  did  not  find,  in  the  rules,  any  arbi- 
trary power  giv  jn  to  the  Speaker  to  displace  any 
of  the  reporters  of  the  House.  Still  less  should 
it  be  done  on  the  call  of  a  single  member  who 
might  havelakendispleasure  toward  the  reporter. 
He  asked  for  something  more  specific — some- 
thing which  would  give  authority  to  the  Speaker 
to  act.  With  respect  to  the  facts  stated  by  the 
reporter,  though  he  would  say  nothing  of  the  in- 
ference which  the  reporter  had  drawn,  and  in 
which  it  would  appear  he  had  taken  the  liberty 
to  state  what  his  feelingswere  with  respect  to  the 
facts,  he  was  at  a  toss  to  know  what  (acts,  as 
stated  by  the  reporter,  the  gentleman  complained 
«f  aa  being  untrue.  As  far  as  related  to  him,  they 
were  strictly  true;  and  he  took  ilfor  granted  that 
it  most  have  been  apparent  at  the  time,  to  every 
member  of  the  House,  that  the  proceeding  of  the 
^ntleroan  was  extremely  disorderly.    The  re- 

Ktter  had,  perhaps,  misJescribcd  Ins  looks,  but 
did  not  consider  that  his  looks  formed  a  part 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  House.  [A  laugh.] 
He  would  be  sorry  if  ihey  did.  But  with  regard 
to  the  statement,  so  far  as  it  rrlaied  to  himself, 
be  would  indorse  it  as  being  strictly  true.  The 
RS«on  why  he  did  not  answer  the  gentleman  at 
the  lime  was,  liecause  he  did  consider  it  a  piece 
of  impertinence.  Ho  turned  then  (as  slated  in 
the  repoK)  to  the  Speaker,  said  that  he  had  called 
for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  made  no  answer  to 
thegentjeman.  Butacircumslanceoccurred which 
the  reporter  had  not  mentioned;  and  that  was, 
that  there  was  a  shout  of  laughter  from  ail  sides 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL.    At  your  expense. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  Because,  pcrhapv,  it  was  sup- 
posed thai  he  was  afraid  to  answer  the  question. 
The  House  might  amuse  itself  at  his  expense. 
He  had  no  sort  of  objection.  But  for  the  satis- 
Action  of  members  who  had  amused  themselves 
•t  his  expense,  he  would  now  state  that  he  was 
not  the.author  of  the  resolution,  nor  did  he  know 
anything  about  it  until  it  was  presented  hero. 

If,  for  the  olTcnse  of  stating  the  fucu  as  they 
occurred,  the  reporter  was  to  be  dismissed,  lie 
koped-  it  would  not  be  by  an  arbitrary  decision 
of  the  Speaker,  but  by  the  act  of  the  House  it- 
aelf.  And  h^  would  add  further,  Umt  if,  for  the 
inference  which  the  reporter  drew  (without  any 
communication  with  him)  from  his  observations 
and  from  the  transaction,  he  was  to  be  dismissed, 
and  he,  b^  assuming  to  himself  the  responsibihty 
of  vouching  for  the  correctness  of  the  statement, 
eoold  relieve  the  reporter  from  the  burden,  he  was 
ready  to  do  it. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  (leave  being  given  for  ex- 
planation) said  that  his  reference  to  the  Hartford 
convention  was  for  the  purpose  of  showing  the 
origin  of  the  proposition  contained  in  the  Massa- 
chuselh)  resolutions.  His  reference  to  the  gen- 
tleman was  not  to  show  that  he  approved  of  that 
convention,  but  to  show  how  it  was  revived; 
and  that,  though  the  gentleman  was  not  con- 
nected with  that  convention,  yet  he  was  con- 
nected with  the  revival  of  it.  He  did  not  under- 
stand the  gentleman  as  saying  that  the  inquiry 
that  he  made  was  impertinent,  because  he  stated 
that  he  saw  it  contradicted  that  the  resolutions 
of  Massachusetts  were  not  signed  by  the  Gov- 
ernor. 

Mr.  ADAMS  continued.  It  was  not  his  in- 
tention to  intimate,  on  any  occasion,  that 'the  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina  was  impertinent, 
though  he  considered  his  questions  out  of  order, 
and  out  of  place  in  the  gentleman  who  had  fre- 
quently called  him  to  order  for  irrelevancy.  Now, 
how  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  could 
show  any  relevancy  between  the  doings  of  the 
Hartford 'Convention  and  the  question  then  pend- 
ing, he  IcA  it  to  the  gentleman  to  explain.  After 


dwelling  at  length  on  the  Irrelevancy  of  the  Hart- 
ford convention  to  the  pending  question,  he  went 
on  to  explain  why  he  refused  to  answer  Mr.  1n- 
dkikqll's  question.  If  I  had  been  the  author  of 
the  resolutions,  why  should  I  be  ashamed  of  it? 
Am  I  afraid  of  anything?  Though  I  would  not 
say— as  a  chivalnlus  gentleman  once  said  here — 
I  was  bom  without  fear,  yet  I  am  not  known  to 
be  given  to  fear.  He  was  pot,  therefore,  the 
author  of  these  resolutions;  and  if  he  had  been, 
he  would  not  have  denied  them,  for  they  met  his 
approbation.  After  referring  to  the  Latimer  pe- 
tition, on  which  these  resolutions  were  founded, 
he  said  that  his  son  was  the  author  of  these  reso- 
lutions, and  the  presenter  of  that  petition  in  the 
Massachusetts  Legislature,  and  that  they  passed 
both  branches  by  almost  a  unanimous  vote.  He 
believed  that  the  amendment  to  the  Constitution 
which  those  resolutions  proposed — i.  t.  taking 
away  the  representation  of  the  southern  States 
founded  on  slave  population — ought  to  be  made; 
and  he  believed  in  his  soul,  if  it  was  not  made 
before  long,  thitf  Union  would  tumble  into  pieces. 

Mr.  GILMER  called  the  gentleman  to  order. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGER80LL  begged  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  to  permit  li\f  gentleman  to  go  on. 

Mr.  GlLMERsoid  he  must  object,  if  this  sub- 
ject was  to  be  continued. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  honed  the  gentleman 
would  not  interfere.  He  coula  tell  him  that  he 
never  made  a  greater  mistake  than  in  interrupt- 
ing the  disclosures  that  were  making. 

Mr.  GILMER  repeated  his  objections  to  the 
gentleman's  speaking  on  that  subject;  and  said 
that,  when  the  subject  came  into  the  House  in 
the  report  of  the  committee,  the  gentleman  would 
have  lull  opportunity  of  discussing  it. 

Mr.  ADAMS,  after  a  few  more  remarks,  con- 
cluded by  saying  that  he  indorsed  the  report  of 
Ohvcr  Oldschool  as  correct.    . 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  having  obtained  the 
floor, 

Mr.  WISE  asked  the  gentleman  to  yield  it  to 
him  for  an  explnnalion. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  declined,  ststing  that 
it  was  n  personal  matter. 

Mr.  WISE  claimed  the  floor,  on  the  ground 
that  the  gentleman  had  already  spoken. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  siiid  this  wasa  per- 
sonal matter  to  himself;  and  he  declined  ncceaiiig 
to  the  request  of  the  gentleman.  He  claimed  the 
floor. 

Mr.  I.  was  then  understood  to  say  thnt  the 
subject  which  he  had  brought  before  the  Hou.se 
was  one  which  was  personal  to  himself  and  to 
every  member  on  that  floor;  but,  by  the'  license 
of  the  gentleman  from  Mnssnchusetis,  who  was 
master  of  all  the  contrivances  of  personal  im- 
punity, it  had  been  made  a  much  larger  ques- 
tion than  was  submitted  by  him.  The  House 
would  therefore  excuse  him  if  he  called  upon  the 
Speaker  in  the  first  place,  and  on  every  member 
of  the  last  Congress,  to  say  if  he  had  not,  at  all 
times,  treated  that  gentleman  [Mr.  Adahs]  with 
more  than  the  rexpeci  due  to  age  or  membership 
— with  a  defereniinl  and  almost  filial  respect — so 
much  so  that  a  relative  on  that  floor  had  deemed 
it  necessary  to  caution  him  against  carrying  it  to 
an  extent  lo  elicit  the  very  opposite  treatment  of 
that  to  which  it  should  hare  entitled  him.  And 
ho  would  add  by  appealing  to  all  the  members 
of  the  present  Congress  whether,  during  any  pe- 
riod of  the  session,  he  was  permitted  to  open  his 
mouth  without  some  sarcastic  taunt  or  illiberal 
impertinence  from  the  member  from  Msssachu- 
setls?  so  that  the  public  press,  his  constituents, 
and  personal  friends,  all  admonished  him  that 
forbearance  ought  to  cease,  and  that  retort  had 
been  rendered  indispensable.  His  rights  had  been 
trampled  upon  to  such  an  extent  that  it  was  im- 
possible an  longer  tamely  to  submit. 

The  venerable  member  near  me  put  his  indorse- 
ment upon  the  ridiculous  portrait  of  the  letter- 
writer,  of  his  "calm  dignity."  Tlie  "calm  dig- 
nity"  of  that  irascible  elder  I  Heaven  defend  us 
from  aoch  calmness,  and  such  dignity.  None  but 
such  a  letter-writer  could  so  misrepresent  the  total 
want  of  both  calmness  and  dignity  of  the  member 
from  Massaebusetls.  And  I  will  lake  this  occa- 
sion to  add ,  that  every  time  that  I  hav«  ventured 
to  say  one  word  in  this  House,  to  or  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts,  I  have  received  anon- 
ymous letters,  all  signed  "  Lynch"— all  in  the 
some  writing—all  written  in  this  House,  (aa  two 


of  my  eoUeagties,  who  have  kindly  investigated 
the  matter,  are  satisfied,)  and  all  probably  pro- 
ceeding, therefore,  from  some  letter-writer;  some 
threatening  me  with  personal  vengeance  if  ever  I 
ventured  again  to  address  a  word  lo  the  pet  of 
this  Mr.  Lynch — the  member  from  Massachu- 
setts. Now,  I  proclaim  to  him,  and  I  proclaim 
to  Mr.  Lynch,  that,as  long  as  he  persists  in  what 
I  denounce  as  his  wicked  attacks  upon  the  Union 
and  Constitution  of  this  country,  I  will  never 
cease  to  hold  him  up  to  the  public  reprobation 
which  I  think  he  deserves,  and,  I  trust,  will  be 
his  punishment.  I  have,  Mr.  Speaker,  beyond 
my  feelings  as  an  American  citizen,  an  attaehment 
to  this  Constitution  of  a  peculiar  oharaeter,  though 
not  so  given-to  vaunt  my  feiurlessnesa  as  the  mem- 
ber from  Masaaehusetta.  So  help  me  God,  I  will 
lay  down  my  life,  if  neceaaary,  rather  than  that 
Constitution  shall  be  torn,  by  rude  and  ungrate- 
ful hands,  to  atoms.  And  I  now  givethe  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetta  notice  that  I  am  anx- 
iously watching  his  course  on  this  subject;  and 
that  I  will,  on  all  occasions,  oppose,  denounce, 
and  defeat  it  if  I  can.  If  I  had  had  occasion  to  al- 
lude to  the  son  be  has  mentioned,  the  delicacy 
from  which,  I  trust,  I  never  depart,  would  have 
prevented  my  naming  him,  but  by  some  inoflfen- 
'sive  parliamentary  circumlocution;  but  since  he 
has  mentioned  that  son,  and  all  the  circumstances 
attending  the  resolution  in  <|uestion,  is  thereany 
thing  strange  in  the  supposition  that  the  son  may 
have  taken  the  father^  advice  and  asaiatance  in 
ao  momentous  a  movement  ?  Would  it  be  atrange 
that  any  aon  should  consults  parentwho  had  been 
Chief  Magistrste  of  the  United  States,  and  also 
charged  for  many  years  with  its  chief  executive 
department,  before  he  assailed  their  constitution?  - 
and  was  there  anything  impertinent  or  oSensiva 
in  aquestion  respectfully  suumilted,  as  mine  was, 
to  ascertain  whether  the  son  was  not  the  father's 
instrument  in  a  movement  which  be  aaya  he  ia 
not  ashamed  of,  and  which  I  am  ashamed  to  aes 
that  he  appeara  to  gl6ry  in  ? 

Sir,  conndencc  Iwtween  gentlemen  ia  laered; 
and  no  power  on  earth  shooid  wring  from  me,  on 
this  floor,  the  name  of  my  informant,  who  with- 
out any  confidential  communication,  without  re- 
serve or  hesitation,  stated  to  me,  two  days  ago, 
in  the  lobby  of  this  House,  that  the  resolution 
of  the  gentleman  was  written  or  prepared  by  the 
father,  and  hustled  through  the  I<egislature  of 
Massachusetts,  in  the  confusion  of  the  closing 
scenes  of  a  session,  without  the  knowledge  of 
more  than  the  eight  or  ten  Abolitionists  who  par- 
ticipated in  the  clandestine  contrivance.  My  in- 
formant was  a  citizen  of  Massachusetts;  a  man 
of  the  highest  standing  and  character— ^s  much 
so  as  the  member  from  Massachusetts  himself— 
and  whose  word  for  any  statement  he  makes 
would  be,  either  there  or  here,  received  with  at 
least  as  much  respect;  and  to  this  I  must  add, 
furthermore,  that  this  very  morning  I  was  in- 
formed by  another  highly  respectable  personage, 
no  longer  a  member  of  this  House,  that  when  ne 
was  a  member,  some  ten  years  sgo,  or  there- 
abouts, he  heard  the  member  from  Massachusetta 
declare,  in  his  seat,  thai  his  business  here  was 
the  detealable  errand  of  diaorgani^ng  the  com- 

firomises  of  the  Constitution,  and  separating  a 
arge  number  of  the  ancient  commonwealths  of 
the  United  States  from  their  glorious  confederacy. 
Yes,  sir;  a  gentleman,  under  the  mere  color  and 
pretext  of  the  abused  right  of  petition,  is  now  to 
dismember  this  Union,  not  because  there  i#  sla- 
very in  some  of  the  Slates,  but  because  he  and 
his  own  State  have  not  had  a  due  share  of  the 
advantages  of  the  Union.  He  who  was  once  'a 
poor  usher  in  a  college,  struggling  for  his  daily 
bread— and  I  mention  it  not  forliis  disparage- 
ment, farfroroit — and  rose  afterwards  to  fill  every 
important  ofiice  under  the  Federal  Government; 
American  embassador  at  nearly  every  Court  in 
Europe;  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates;  &cretary  of  Slate;  and  at  last  Presi- 
dent;—with  all  the  emolumenu  of  «U  these  places , 
in  full,  is  not  content,  because  he  has  not  had  his  * 
due  share  of  the  current  advantages  of  the  Amer- 
ican Union;  and  that  noble  old  Commonwealth, 
from  which  I.am  remotely  descended  myself,  and 
whose  honor  and  prosperity  I  therefore  eheriah 
with  cordial  afiectioo,  with  her  |300,000,000  of 
taxable  property,  her  own  tarifl'  act,  and  mann« 
faetures  in  immense  prosperity,  her  navintion, 
including  Maine,  which  was  once  partof  Massa- 
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ehuKtts,  exceeding  that  of  any  other  State  in  the 
Union,  her  commerce,  her  wealth,  her  everything 
that  the  Podcral  Government  can  bestow 

The  SPEAKER  checked  the  gentleman  Tor  ir- 
relevancy. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  aaid  that  he  would  follow 
the  gentleman  from  Mhsaachusetts  no  further  in 
his  aberrations  than  simply  to  add  (which  was, 
indeed,  all  he  intended  to  say)  that  the  oldest  son 
and  favorite  child  was  discontented,  forsooth,  and 
that  old  Massachusetts  herself  was  dissatisfied, 
because  she  had  not  more  of  the  benefits  of  the 
ITnion;  and  those  infernal  maniacs,  the  Aboli- 
tioitistB,  had  commissioned  the  member  from 
Massachusetts  to  come  here  and  put  on  end  to  it. 

The  venerable  gentleman  had  also  rebuked  an 
konorable  gentleman  (rom  North  Carolina,  [Mr. 
Sacnbbki,]  for  connecting  the  resolution  of  Mos- 
Bocbasetts  with  its  putative  paternity,  in  an  iden- 
tical resolution  of  the  Hartford  convention. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  here  made  some  explana- 
tion, which  was  not  distinctly  beard. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL.    Sir,  1  have  no  explana- 
tion to  give  on  that  subject  to  the  memlicr  from 
Massachusetts,  who,  besides  boasting  of  his  cour- 
age, vapors  likewise  about  the  great  dangers  he 
overcame  by  waging  war  upon  the  Hartford  con- 
Tsntion.    Now,  I  happen  to  know  all  about  it; 
and,  as  ho  provokes  a  mere  disclosure  of  the  I 
truth,  I  lake  this  occasion  to  say  that  we  knoV,  | 
as  yet,  nothing  of  his  hostility  to  the  Hnrtford  j 
convention.     When  that  detestable  cabal  made 
tktir  attempt  ufion  the  Union,  no  worse  then  thnn 
lu$  now,  he  was  abroad  in  Europe,  officially  dc-\ 
nonncing  to  the  Russian  prime  minister  (he  folly 
and  weakness  of  the  war  wc  were  wa|E;ing  against  ' 
Great  Britain;  or  at  Ghent,  negotiating  a  peace  : 
which  he  deemed  necessary  becausei,  with  but  j 
three  frigates  for  a  navy,  five  regiments  for  an  | 
army,  a  weak  and  penurious  Government,  what 
could  we  expect  but  defeat  and  dlsgrnce?    He  . 
'was  saving  us  by  peace  from  the  Hartford  con-  : 
•vention,'wliile  we  were  saving  ourselves  by  manly  ' 
■war. 

Long  after  it  was  all  over,  and  when  the  Hart- 
ford convention  became  a  putrid  and  stinking 
carcass  of  despicable  disafTection,  the  scnni  and  ' 
derision  of  every  man,  woman,  and  child  in  the 
ooontry,  and  the  member  from  Massachusetts 
was  a  candidate  for  the  Presiderfcy ,  none  so  brave  j 
OS  he  to  denounce  and  trample  upon  the  Hartford  i 
convention.     J^fon cotutat  whether,  if  he  hnd  been  { 
here  during  its  session,  he  would  have  been  so  ' 
brave  an  opponent  of  it.  ' 

After  thus,  Mr.  Speaker,  following  the  mem-  | 
ber  from  Massachusetts  through  the  fliglits  of  i 
bravery  and  patriotism,  on  which  he  has  thought 
proper  to  expatiate,  let  us  come  down  to  the  only  j 
sutyect  1  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  House —  | 
bis  friend  Oliver  Oldschool,  whose  portrait  of  the  i 
"calm  dignity"and  innocent  manner  of  the  ven-  ; 
erable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  proves  be-  I 
yond  a  question  that  he  is  not  much  of  a  limner, 
nowever  he  may  excel  as  a  letter-writer.  Sir,  1  , 
objectontirely  to  the  plea 'of  procrastination  which  j 
the  member  from  Massachuseus  has  put  in  to  ' 
defsnd  his  friend  the  portrait  painter  from  your  . 
ioimediale  agd  absolute  action,  Mr.  Speaker,  I 
which  is  what  I  Jlemand  of  you  on  this  occasion,  I 
as  representing  the  dignity  and  power  of  the 
House,  as  it  ought  to  reflect  the  dignity  and  power  I 
of  a  great  people.  { 

The  member  from  Massachusetts,  so  patriotic 
that'he  abhors  the  Hartford  convention,  is  also  ; 
•o  much  of  a  Democrat  that  he  cannot  abide  the 
absolute  action  of  the  presiding  officer  of  this  I 
House  upon  a  flagrant  offender.    Now,  sir,  that  | 
is  exactly  what  1  call  fur  at  your  hands.    These  \ 
reporte.rs  and  letter- writers  are  all  here  tenants  at 
Bufl^rancs — tenants  by  good  behavior.     And  so 
are  we  ourselves:  every  member  of  this  House  j 
holds  his  seat  by  tbe  tenure  of  good  behavior.  : 
We  cannot  censure  and  abuse  each  other,  without  - 
liability  to  restraint  and  punishment;  nor  should  J 
_  the  Speaker,  whose  duty  it  i*  to  check  as,  suffer 
'the  interlopers  of  the  loboy  toindutge  in  licentious 
eahimnies  derogatory  to  our  proceedings,  dis- 
graceful to  our  country,  and  detrimental  to  our 
Oovemment.   The  rule  of  this  House,  air,  I  read 
when  I  was  up  before;  and  I-  beg  leave  now  to 
confirm  it,  by  calling  your  attention  to  the  new 
rules  industriously  elaborated  in  a  special  com- 
mittee, of  which  I  was  an  humble  member,  under 
the  chairmanahipofthehoitorable  gentleman  frem 


Massachusetts-^who  succeeded  to  that  office  after 
the  honorable  gentleman  over  the  way,  [Mr. 
Wise,]  whom  you  appointed  to  it,  left  us,  on  a 
visit  to  his  family.  According  to  the  rules  of 
committee  honor,  1  am  not  permitted  to  divulge 
individual  sentiments  there;  but  I  am  permitted 
to  say  that  the  new  rules  (which  Mr.  I.  read) 
clearly  indicate  the  great  pains  taken  in  that  com- 
mittee to  exclude  from  the  galleries  of  this  House 
all  but  fair  and  honest  reports  of  the  reality  of  its 
proceedings;  Letter-writers  may  calumniate  or 
caricature  us  if  they  will;  we  are  always  liable  to 
those  abuses;  but  as  representing  seventy  thou- 
sand respectable  and  decorous  people  on  this 
floor,  I  will  never  suffer  their  i^hts,  of  which  I 
am  the  real  trustee  here,  to  be  violated  by  traduc- 
tion, palming  itself  upon  tbe  community  as  an 
authorized  version,  a  true  report  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  this  body. 

Mr.  Speaker,  tbe  rules,  both  old  and  new,  give 
vou  the  absolute  power  to  admit  (and,  of  course, 
by  irresistible  implication,  to  exclude)  reporters, 
letter-writers,  of  a  class  unknon^  to  our  regula- 
tions, multiplying  so  fast  upon  our  deliberations 
that,  whenever  1  go  home  after  a  srsnion  of  Con- 
gress, I  am  congratulaled  by  my  coiixtituentsand 
friends  as  if  I  had  escaped  from  sceiiea'of  daily 
dreadful  and  deadly  violence  and  danger.  In  vain 
do  I  endeavor  to  convince  them  that  these  dan- 
gers are  the  chimeras  of  the  letter-writers,  and 
very  seldom  part  of  the  deliberations  of  the  House 
of  Representatives.  It  was  justly  remarked,  I 
may  be  permitted  to  say,  in  the  course  of  the  in- 
dustrious labors  of  the  Committee  on  Rules — it 
was  justly  remarked  by  a  gentleman  of  great  dis- 
tinction and  respectability,  (looking  round  tOr 
wards  Mr.  White,  the  late  Speoker,)  that,  unless 
the  numberand  liceniiousnessof  these  letter- wri- 
ters could  be  reduced ,  long  before  the  next  census 
they  would  exceed  thfe  number  of  members  on 
this  floor,  and  usurp  and  abuse  all  its  functions. 
Yes,  sir,  men  addicted  to  fear;  men  who  are  not 
afVaid  of  other  men  in  the  performance  of  their 
public  duties,  are  obliged  to  dread  the  secret  dag- 
gers of  these  calumniators,  and  are  often  deterred 
from  what  they  deem  indispensable  duty  by  the 
anonymous  pens  brandished  all  around  us  by  the 
permission  of  our  presiding  officer,  according  to 
what  seems  to  be  a  rule  of  this  House.  The  scene 
which  occurred  yesterday,  before  the  meeting  of 
the  House,  behind  your  chair,  Mr.  Speaker,  is 
the  natural  offspring  of  such  a  parentage.  The 
fisticuff,  the  bludgeon,  the  dirk,  the  pistol,  the 
musket,  lynch  law,  with  all  its.abominations,are 
the  only  resort,  unlesn  we  are  vindicated  accord- 
ing to  legitimate  regulations.  Therefore  it  is, 
sir,  that  I  brought  up  this  case  the  mpment  1  saw 
it,  without  an  instant's  hesitation,  after  a  short, 
hurried,  and  imperfect  consultation  with  one  or 
two  friends,  because,  not  being  of  the  most  fla- 
grant character,  it  is  just,  I  conceive,  of  the  prop- 
er kind  to  begin  with.  Individual  protection,  I 
repeat,  1  do  not  ask  of  you,  Mr.  Speaker,  or  of 
anybody  else.  But,  as  a  member,  the  trustee  of 
others  who  have  confided  their  public  interests  to 
my  care,  1  call  upon  you  to  enable  me  to  perform 
that  duty  without  the  fenr  of  calumny,  ridicule, 
and  abuse,  superadded  by  false  reports  of  the  au- 
thorized tenants  of  places  in  this  House,  to  the 
plentiful  outpouring  ofthat  sort  of  visitation  which 
IS  the  lot  of  every  public  American.  Sir,  no  man 
has  ever  heard  mo  complain  of  this;  it  hardly  dis- 
turbs my  nerve  or  my  temper;  but  it  shall  not,  if 
I  can  help  it,  through  me,  disfigure  and  disgrace 
the  Representatives  of  my  country.  1  do  not  seek 
these  things,  or  any  other  occasion,  for  quarrel 
and  commotion,  but  anxiously  avoid  them. 

The  newspaper  1  hold  in  my  hand  came  acci- 
dentally to  my  knowledge  through  the  kindness 
of  a  fellow  lodger,  where  my  apartments  are,  in 
this  city;  for,  as  Sir  Fretful  Plageary  says,  in  the 
play  of  The  Critic,  "  there  is  always  some  damned 
goodnatured  friend  or  other  to  bring  these  things  to 
ournotice."  Suppose  any  member  of  the  House 
were  to  say  of  another  wliat  is  written  here  of  its 
proceedings:  would  it  be  endured  !  Would  not  its 
indecorum  be  instantly  put  down,  its  repetition 
punished,  and,  if  reiterated,  might  not  expulsion 
be  the  only  atonement  for  such  disorder?  And 
shall  we  permit  these  chartered  libelers,  who  "  clip 
us  round  about,"  who  live  upon  exaggeration  and 
excitement,  who  knead  their  daily  bread  by  egre- 
gious misrepresentatiou  of  (for  the  most  part) 
quiet  and  orderly  deliberations  of  this  body — 


shall  they  be  encouraged  orendured  in  these  mon 
strosities .'  I  venture  to  assert,  from  some  per- 
sonal experience  of  the  truth,  (hat  no  represent- 
ative body  is  less  disorderly  than  this;  that  the 
parliamentary  representation  of  England ,  France, 
and  Spain,  are  more  tumultuous,  and  oflentimes 
more  disorderly;- whereas  this  corps  of  letter- 
writers,  these  freebooters  of  the  press,  by  strings 
of  daily  calumny  ejaculated  from  this  Capitol 
over  the  broad  expanse  of  these  United  States, 
and  returned  upon  us  by  general  indignation  and 
reprobation,  give  Congress  forth  to  the  welld  as 
habitually  guilty  of  those  excesses  which  are  tbe 
chimeras,  not  of  their  imaginations,  but,  as  in 
the  present  instance,  of  their  downright  and  lub- 
berly misrepresentations  of  what  everybody  here 
knows  to  be  the  truth.  Therefore  it  u,  sir,  that 
I  have  taken  up  one  of  the  first  stones  of  this 
kind  that,  as  far  as  the  subject  has  bpen  brought 
to  my  attention,  has  been  lately  cast  at  me;  and 
acting  on  a  prompt,  and  I  trust  honest,  impulse, 
I  make  a  point  or  it.  I  call  upon  yoa,  sir,  as  one 
of  those  who  placed  you  where  you  are — I  do 
not  mean  as  one  of  any  party,  but  as  a  member 
of  this  whole  body — to  withdraw  the  letter-writ- 
ing facilities  of  this  Oliver  Oldschool.  I  tell  you, 
on  my  own  responsibility,  that  hisname  is  Nathan 
Sergeant:  I  do  not  know  that  he  will  have  the 
meanness  to  deny  his  name;  but,  if  be  does,  I 
promise  to  prove  it.  I  ask  for  no  immediate  ac- 
tion; 1  submit  no  resolution;  but  I  call  npon  you, 
as  the  presiding  oflicer  of  this  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, to  protect  its  members  from  interrup- 
tion, inconsistent  with  deliberation,  and  extremely 
injurious  to  the  well  beingofabody,which,  I  trust, 
without  distinction  of  pXrty,  will  feel  that  all  aie 
equally  interested  to  put  an  end  to  such  abuses. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Massachusetts,  addressed  the 
House  at  some  length  in  relation  to  the  resolution 
of  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  forthe  amend- 
ment of  the  Constitution;  in  the  course  of  which 
he  stated  that  the  petitions  upon  whicli  that  res- 
olution was  founded  were  signed  by  sixty  thou- 
sand freemen  of  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  GILMER  inquired  whether  that  petition 
was  not  drawn  up  and  signed  by  a  runaway  ne- 
gro from  Virginia.' 

Mr.  KING  replied  that,  as  to  that,  after  he  ran 
away,  if  his  freedom  was  purchased.  He  was  a 
free  man. 

Mr.  GILMER.  Purchased  without  tiie  con- 
sent of  his  owner.. 

Mr.  KING  presumed  the  petition  was  signed 
by  freemen  only;  for  in  Massachusetts  they  had 
no  slaves;  every  man  created  in  the  image  of  his 
Maker 

Mr.  King  was  here  called  to  order  by  several 
members. 

The  SPEAKER  observed  that  the  gentleman 
could  not  be  permitted  to  proceed,  as  objection 
was  made. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  moved  that  ^he  geiitkimail 
have  leave  to  proceed  in  order. 

Ijcave  being  granted, 

Mr.  KING  proceeded;  and  some  debate  ensued 
upon  points  of  order;  after  which, 

Mr.  WISE  wished  to  say  a  word  on  this  mat- 
ter. The  gentleman  from  Tenneasee  [Mr.  0. 
Johnson]  had  called  on  the  members  of  the  House 
to  say  what  they  knew  about  this  man,  in  his 
character  of  a  letter-writer;  for  that  he  was  a  let- 
ter-writer could  not  be  denied.  Nathan  Sergeant 
was  not  on  the  floor  to  speak  for  himaelf,  and  h« 
therefore  would  not  interfere  with  his  character, 
if  he  was  not  connected  with  the  privileges  of  the 
House.  As  he  was  thus  called  on  to  speak  of 
that  man 's  character,  as  connected  in  Some  tort 
with  the  House,  he  would  sav,  of  his  own  per- 
sonal knowledge,  corroborated  by  his  letters, and 
corroborated  by  the  oaths  of  respectable  witnesses 
in  one  of  the  courts  of  this  District,  that  he  was 
a  most  mendacious  letter-writer,  continually  false 
in  his  statements  relative  to  members  of  Congress 
and  proceedings  of  the  House;  and  this  was 
proved  upon  him  by  the  oaths  of  respectable  wit- 
nesses 9n  examination  in  one  of  the  courts  of  this 
District.  Furthermore,  what  he  knew  of  his 
character  was  that,  when  called  upon  personally 
to  account  for-his  lies,  this  man's  cowardice 
proved  to  be  commensurate  only  with  his  men- 
dacity, 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  made  some  remarks,  which, 
from  the  noise  of  conversation  in  some  parts  of 
the  House,  tlie  reporter  could  not  hear.    He  was 
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Bttderstnod,  however,  to  exprcn  the  npiiiion  that  { 
■ome  nteasure  ought  to  iye  ndopleil  to  put  n  atop 
to  the  license  taken  by  letter-wriicrs.iiinl  to  limit,' 
the  number  ailmilied  on  the  floor,  wliicli  prod'uprd 
eonrusion  in  the  House  and  amon<;  the  meniljcni. 
He  thrrffore  subtniiied  a  dietinct motion,  timt  no 
reporter*  lieadmitted  within  the  bar  oflhe  House,  ; 
buttho«c  bclonginj;  to  the  city  papers.    Tliis,  in 
hi*  opinion,  was  the  ooly  way  to  get  rid  of  the 
abuses  :bey  committed. 

The  SPkAEER  remarked  to  the  gentleman 
froiwTennrsaee  that  his  proposition  was  one  that 
went  to  a  change  of  rules,  and  could  not  bo  intro- 
duced withont  iHilice.  * 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  then  said  that  he  would, 
on  the  firnt  opportunity,  give  the  required  notice. 
Mr.  HOLMES  would   barely  remark  that,  in 
bis  opinion,  tho  best  conclusion  of  the  proceed- 
ings was  in  the  very  mode  suggesied  by  the  gen- 
tiemaii.  Surely,  if  inere  was  not  in  thnt  chair  tlic 
power  and  right  and  visor  sufficient  to  keep  this 
Hooac  in  order,  and  prevent  these  ebulliiions  of 
temper  from  one  member  to  another,  tho  dignity 
of  the  body,  which  was  supposed  to  concentrate, 
in  some  meaaure,  that  of  the  nation,  wasat  an  end. 
The  power  must  extend  in  n  circle  from  the  Chair 
to  control  and  keep  in  order  not  only  all  who 
w^re  members  of  the  body,  but  those  who,  by 
courtesy,  were  permitted  to  come  within  the  Hall 
to  record  its  proceedings..    The  remedy  was  not 
to  be  found  in  a  motion  to  expel— oxciliug  those 
very  feelings  that  ought  to  be  suppressed — but  in 
the  exercise  of  the  power  of  the  Chair.     So  help 
him  God,  had  the  honor  fnllcn  on  him  to  preside 
over  that  body,  he  would  not  hesitate  an  instant 
to  call  to  order  any  member,  be  he  the  most  ilis- 
tiniruished  or  the  most  humble,  if  he  transgressed 
•gainst  those  rules  of  courtesy  anil  decorum  which 
Mould  characterize  their  proceeding;  and,  if  ne- 
eessary,  would  call  for  the  assistance  of  the  House 
to  aid  him  in  preserving  order;  and  if  any  report- 
er or  letier-writet  should  interfere  to  excite  nn- 
P7  feelings  amotig  the  members,  and  misrepre- 
sent what  took  place  here,  he  would  expel  him 
with    ignominy.     He   was  sure  the  families  of 
members  would  bleas  the  presiding  officer  us  a 
peace-mnkcr,  for  pursuing  such  a  course. 

Mr.  WINTHROP  hoped,  that  whatever  was 
done,  either  by  the  House  or  by  the  Speaker, 
would  be  done  at  least  after  a  night's  sleep.  He 
ranarked  the  other  day  that  the  House  had  been 
engaged  in  the  discussion  of  first  principles. 
T^y  had  liad  the  habtaseerjnu  act  uniler  consid- 
eration, and  then  the  right  of  petition;  and  now 
it  seemed  to  him  that  they  had  the  question  of 
the  freedom  of  the  press  before  them. 
.  Mr.  KING,  of  New  York,  called  the  grntlc- 
maa  toxirder,  on  the  ground  that  there  was  no 
question  before  the  House. 

Mr.  HOLMES  iosiated  that  there  was  a  ques- 
tion before  the  House,  and  that  the  member- had 
a  rieht  to  proceed. 

Mr.  KING,  of  New  York,  made  some  rcmaiks 
on  the  point  of  order,  which  the  reporter  could 
not  collect,  as  the  position  of  tho  gentleman  is 
■Qch  that  he  cannot  be  seen,  and  hardly  heard, 
at  the  reporter's  desk. 

The  SPEAKER  stated   that  the  debate  had 
been  permitted  to  proceed  by  the  general  consent 
of  the  House,  amounting,  as  the  Chair  thought, 
to  s   soapension  of  the  rule*.     He  could   not, 
Uierefore,  call  a  gentleman  to  order  after  others 
iiid  been  perniitted  to  apeak  on  the  subject. 
Some  farther  conversation  took  place,  when 
Mr.  HOPKINS  raised  the  point  of  order  that 
as    there   was,  in  fact,  no  question   before  the 
liouse  on  which  the  previous  question  could  be 
bloved,  and  therefore  no  way  of  terminating  the 
(iiccusaion,  it  was  out  of  ortier. 

I'he  SPEAKER  again  statinghis  opinion, and 
4ecUninK  to  arrest  the  discuaaion, 
Mr.  HOPKINS  appealed. 
An  irregular  converaation  ensued  W)  the  point 
involved.in  which  Messrs.  DROMGOOLE, HOP' 
ICINS,  BARNARD,  WINTHROP,  0.  JOHN- 
SON. W.  HUNT,  and  SCHENCK,  took  part; 
^vben  a  motion  was  made  by  some  member  to 
^tdioum. 

'The  SPEAKER  was  about  putting  the  que*- 
t.lon  on  adjournment,  when 

.  Mr.  SCHENCK  insisted  that  a  motion  to  ad- 
i«aim  was  not  in  order  while  he  had  the  floor. 

Tbe  yeas  and  naya  were  tlien  taken  on  the 
»djotiinment,  and  resulted — yeas  53,  naya  137. 


!  Some  irregular  conversation  then  ensued,  in 
'  which  McsMrs.  PAYNR,  BIDLACK,  BAR- 
NARD, SCHENCK,  MORRIS,  and  others  took 
>  port.  Ultimntcly  the  subject  wns  indefiniiely 
'  postponed,  on  the'  motion  of  Mr.  McCLER- 
;  NAND. 

I      Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  then  called  for  the  orders 
of  the  dav. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  order  of  the  day  was 
the  reijpTt  of  the  committee  on  rul>s;  on  which 
Mr.  WaioiiT,  of  Indiana,  had  the  floor. 

Mr.  HARDIN  moved  an  adjournment;  which 
was  withdrawn,  after  an  attempt  to  get  the  yeas 
and  nays  thereon. 

Several  members  wished  t>ie  orders  of  the  day 
to  be  suspended,  as  it  could  not  be  expected  that 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana  could  calmly  discus* 
that  important  question ,  after  ao  much  excitement 
hail  prevailed  in  the  House. 

And,  after  aome  conversation,  the  subject  was 
postponed  tmtil  tomorrow. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  moved  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  in  order  to 
take  up  for  consideration  the  private  bills  upon 
the  docket. 

The  motion  was  negatived,  upon  a  division — 
ayes  66,  noes  7H. 

On  moiiou  of  Mr.  RAMSEY,  the  House  then 
atljottrncd. 



The  Otnnwiiic  petition:*  presented  tn  dny  were  lisndcd  to 
the  rPlHirtf  r»t  hv  IIh;  iiMrtilliirrtf  pru^ciiliiiie  tlicm : 

lly  Mr.  lll'dARlt :  The  prUiioii  nl  ihe  bcin  or  Captain 
VVrllmiH  Ev.iii!',  tor  arc  voliiuonsry  invalid  p«ii»ion  ;  whirli 
w.'is  retV'rrt'd  lit  Uiu  Cuiiiiiiiue*>  on  Aevolulionary  IVapiim^. 

AIi»o,  paptTx  cimtaiiilnit  additional  evidence  in  Itclialf  of 
tile  clHiiu  tif  Uic  hfirtt  of  MH}<»rTarlion  WotnUon.  forroni- 
inumtMHi  itny ;  wlitcb  \va«  rcl'erred  to  ttie  Coiniuiuee  oo 
Itevolntiontiry  ('l.uin.<. 

I*y  .Mr.  PKATT;  Five  pclitionfl  for  A  mail  route  from 
FratlKvillf,  ijironati  Lpxii)«ton,  \Ve^(ki]l.  and  iMillvillf,  in 
ihp  county  of  Orrnn.*,  lo  Siinnd-ild'r  and  l'nitfii*villc.  in 
itio  connty  of  UlrltT,  nil  in  Ul«  .^latr  of  Svw  \mk  ;  wiiitii 
wr.-t  rtrlcrrt'ii  to  Uie  CoinniiltcK  on  tlie  Post  Udicc  nod  i'ost 
Road.. 

By  Mr.  TinnATP-S:  Tlie  p-tilioii  of  mindry  citiwn.  of 
Cainpbfll  coniity,  Kcntilcify,  pf.-iyiiit*  (or  llic  c*>lalili.|iiii<*iit 
of  a  innti  ronio  I'ntiii  Nfw|Hirt.  liy  lli«*  \v«y  ol  l-'ivt;  tnili;  nud 
Tw.'lvc  inrlp  crcukj».  and  CinUngc.  lo  itiMMniont,  in  i-aid 
coitntv  ;  xvlilcli  w:w  referred  to  lite  ContiliiUev  on  the  I'ost 
OIBcc  B'mI  Piwi  Uond". 

By  Mr.  KINC,  of  New  York  :  Theiieiltion  ofinhabhanb 
of  littiw-yKter.  New  Vork,  to  al»ritl*!e  the  traiikiiig  privilege 
atid  redne*;  llie  rates  of  |Hi..tase :  nNi>,  lite  |ielition  of  iidialt- 
itaitts  of  (tonvcrtieur,  fi-w  Vork.  for  t(;e  ^aioe  olijt'rt.s  ; 
Ixftli  of  which  were  n*ferred  lo  the  Cotuuiitti:e  oti  the  INwl 
omce  and  Poj-l  Ro.vl«. 

By  Mr.  C.  M.  ItClvO:  Tlie  petition  of  citl».»n«  of  Clarion 
county.  Peniii'\  Ivantn.  afi'tuig  n  new  nintl  route  fri>tit  l.atv- 
rencelnirK.  in  Arnif.lruiig  county,  lo  Lawsenliaiu,  in  Clar- 
ion coiiiiiy, 

AI«o,  the  petition  of  llomce  l.ret  and  one  hundred  citi- 
7.en.s  of  Potter  cniinly,  Pejintiylvania,  n.kilig  a  reduction  in 
the  rateti  of  poKta;(e. 

AUo,  three  petiuonfl  of  citixena  of  Erie  county,  proytnu 
an  appropriation  lo  conUnue  the  public  itnprovetiioiit  in  the 
harbor  nl  Brie. 

By  Mr.  UITSSEI.I. :  The  petition  and  papcn  of  John 
Elw'yii,  pru>ing  liir relief;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee ol't^laitn^. 

By  Mr.  KAM:^EY:  The  metnnriuj  of  nmnerout  ciilxena 
of  Pi^niir'ylvania,  atikiitg  tliat  »(Uch  an  alteration  may  Im;  made 
in  the  law  reqniring  eoaKiiiiR  licence:*  an  may  exenriil  from 
ilA  opertt'  ion  all  canal  boalir  employed  in  the  donie>tie  cottl 
tratle.  which  aif  ilcpendcnt  upon  the  appllcniion  of  the  ex- 
ternal |iower  of  nniinalH,  or  steam,  to  propel  them ;  which 
wan  referred  to  tite  Committee  on  Coromer'*e. 

0^  Mr.  IIA.MI.rN :  The  petition  tif  Ahner  Taylor  and 
twenty  ntlien*.  niercliantfi  of  Banitor,  Maine,  in  favor  of  a 
drnwliack  on  domestic  >pirits  inanulhctured  from  foreign 
inolaMcf ,  and  exfHirted  front  the  country. 

Alito,  tilt!  petiiiim  of  Jimathan  Martiion  and  thiny  three 
others,  lliafteri',  Hhtp  owneri*,  and  others,  citizent)  of  Maine, 
for  an  appropriation  for  the  erection  of  a  Iixht-liou!<e  at  the 
entrance  of  Little  river  liarbnr,  In  the  town  of  t.'utler; 
which  was  referred  to  the  (Nimmittee  on  Commerce. 

By  Mr.  McCONNELL:  1'he  memorial  and  accompany- 
ing documents  of  Doctor  R.  R.  G.  Lee,  of  Cherokee  etiuit- 
ty.  Alabama,  asking  pay  for  services  as  surgeon  iu  tlie  Flor 
ida  war. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  Captain  Billy  Casey,  of  Cooss 
county,  Alabama,  praying  an  increase  of  pension. 

Also,  the  memorial  and  petition  of  W.  II.  Cunningham, 
•igned  by  two  hundred  citixena,  prayingCongress  tn  refund 
certain  moneys  wrongfully  colleeud  by  the  Po<a  OIBce  De- 
partment. 

Mr.  ^LTDEI.Tj  withdrew  (Vom  the  files  the  remonstrance 
of  the  General  Council  of  New  Orleans,  and  of  the  Coun- 
cils of  the  First  and  Third  Municipaliliea  of  New  Orleans, 
ogainn  the  extension  of  tbe  port  of  New  Orleans,  with 
other  papeis ;  and  they  were  referred  to  tbe  Committee  OD 
Commerce.      

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturdat,  Tanuory  37, 1844. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  rose  to  make  tbe  motion  of 
which  be  yesterday  gave  notice,  to  amend  the 
rules  of  tbe  House,  in  relation  to  the  reporter*  of 


the  proceeding  sf  this  House.  He  wished  so  to . 
amend  the  rules  as  to  confine  the  admissions  to 
reporter*  of  the  «ity  papers  alone.  He  did  not 
see  hew  the  matter  could  be  adjusted  otherwise. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  subject  could  only  bo 
entertained  by  general  consent.  And  he  further 
stated  that  the  business  of  the  morning  hour  was 
tbe  report  of  the  Committee  on  Rales. 

Mr.  BLACK  wished  to  ofier  a  paper  for  the 
consideration  of  the  House  in  connection  with 
the  subject  alluded  to  by  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  [Mr.  C.  Jornsoh.] 

Objection  was  made. 

Mr.  WISE,  fVom  the  minority  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Rules,  made  a  report;  which  wa*  ordereit 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BLACK  again  desired  permission  to  ofler 
the  paper  which  he  held  in  hi*  hand;  and  he  called 
upon  the  Clerk  toread  it  for  the  information  of 
the  House. 

Olijcctions  were  made  to  the  reading. 

Alter  some  irregular  conversation,  the  House 
consented  to  hear  the  paper  read. 

The  Clerk  read  it  accordingly,  as  follows: 

For  di-<i<eminnting  correct  rtiformation  of  tlie  proceedings 
of  I  his  llou-e  anion?  the  people, 

he  it  raotrtd^  That  a  committee  of  Are  be  appointed 
forlhM  ith  to  con.ider  and  report,  as  stMiu  us  practicable,  irf 
the  ex|)t-diency  and  praclicability  of  inntituting,  in  lieu  of  tho 
present  hyxtetii  of  reporting,  a  corps  of  reitorlera,  to  be  np- 
|*oinled  and  paid  by  the  House,  and  located  therein,  whose 
duly  it  shall  be  to  attend  tlie  House  when  Jn  session,  and 
to  report  laitlitully  anil  literally  everything  tlint  is  done  or 
attf-miiled  to  be  done  oflicially  therein,  whether  the  same 
be  in  (he  affirmative  or  the  negiitive,  Inily  and  lo  the  letter 
as  It  oceurA  and  nWi  all  decifions,  motions,  points  of  or- 
der, ar  otherwise ;  bills,  resolutions,  anil  every  action  of 
the  House;  of  any  member  thereof,  in  hiscapaeiiy  assucli; 
and  of  the  (.'oinmittees  of  (he  Whole  lIou.<e  ;  also  all  the 
coiiver,:ntions,  remarks,  declaniiions,  deci>ions,  and 
sfieecttes  of  the  Speaker,  tlie  mtunbeni,  or  oAicers  of  the 
IliMHc,  addre-*sed  lo  the  House  or  to  the  Committees  of  Ute 
VVIiole  llfMt^e  exactly  as  they  ore  made,  dirlivercd,  or 

sprpkeil. 

AiieI  that  raid  committee  inquire  and  report  of  the  expe- 
diency anil  practicability  of  pitbUshhig  said  rep>irtn  hv  the 
House,  or  the  authority  thereof,  from  day  to  dny.  oi  tt 
longer  p'-nodr*  of  lime,  in  newspaper,  pamphlet,  or  other 
form,  to  he  mniled  free  of  postage,  to  any  per- on  or  iier-.on-t 
who  iii.-iy  f  1tb^cribc  and  pay  In  advance  therefor  the  sum  of 
cehtjt  pirr  .esi-ion. 

And  that  snij  commiuec  inquireand  report  of  the  e.^pe- 
dicncy  of  requirini:  said  reporters,  before  tiie\  <iiter  ii(M>n 
the  duties  of  their  office,  to  lake  an  oalh  that  lliei  h-iU  Wfil 
and  inlly  perform  the  dutie.  assigned  them  as  reporters  of 
the  House,  to  the  best  of  tlieir  knowledge  and  nhihti  and 
that  they  will  not,  during  their  continuance  iu  office,  report, 
or  write  for  any  other  newfpaper,  painphlet,  or  other  piilitl- 
catioii ;  and  Uiat  said  comtnittee  iiiquir,;  and  rep<irt  how 
many  reptirteni  Might  to  tie  nppointev) ;  what  amount  of 
moni^  ought  to  be  paid  to  each,  as  a  comiiensatinn  for  his 
services ;  liow  these  reporu  ougtil  to  be  puhhslied— whether 
by  means  of  a  Govermnent  printing  press,  or  by  e<inlract 
with  individuals,  or  in  what  other  way ;  and.  also,  as  to  the 
proper  means  of  distributing  Uie  tame  to  thuM  who  may 
subscribe  therefor. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  sut>ject  could  only  be 
entertained  by  general  consent. 

Objections  were  made;  and  it  went  over  with- 
out any.  action  thereon. 

REPORT  ON  THE  RULES. 

The  SPEAKER  annotlnced  the  business  of  tho 
morning  hour  to  be  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Rules,  on  which  the  gentleman  from  Indiana 
[Mr.  Wright]  had  the  floor. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  proceeded  to  addres*  the  House 
on  the  subject  of  tne  35th  (the  old  31st)  rule,  and 
on  the  right  of  petition,  but  only  an  occasional 
word  which  he  uttered  could  for  some  time  be 
heard.  He  was  understood  to  say  that  he  wifhed 
to  define  his  position  on  the  subject  before  the 
House;  and  he  proceeded  to  state  that  he  could 
not  vote  for  the  retention  of  that  rule;  and  then 
to  reply  to  the  remarks  of  gentlemen  who  had 
preceded  him  in  argument  against  the  reception 
of  certain  petitions.  He  quoted,  from  the  congres- 
sional report*  of  proceedings  at  an  earlier  period 
of  our  history,  the  language  of  Mr.  Madison  and 
others,  to  show  what  had  been  ihe  course  taken 
by  those  who  roust  be  supposed  to  know  what 
power  the  Constitution  was  designed  to  confer. 

The  Clerk  also,  at  his  request,  read  the  language 
of  Mr.  Grundy  on  the  subject  of  the  right  of  pe- 
tition. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  then  resumed  hi*  argument. 
Gentlemen  talked  about  the  right  of  petition  being 
a  grant.  Hecontended  that  it  was  a  right  which 
belonged  to  man  as  a  man.  It  could  be  traced  to 
no  act  of  Parliament;  it  wo*  guarded  by  the  Con- 
stitution, but  not  granted  by  it.  •  It  existed  in 
common  with  the  freedom  of  speech.  He  believed 
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the  amendment  of  the  Constitution,  in  relation  to 
this  right,  was  introduced  at  the*  instance  of  Vir- 
ginia; it  came  from  the  Old  Dominion,  though  it 
was  merely  placed  there,  as  he  had  said,  by  way 
of  guard;  for  it  was  not  considered  necessary  to 
\te  faade  a  grant,  but  believed  to  be  a  primary 
tight  which  was  possessed  and  enjoyed  by  our 
Anglo-Saxon  ancestors.  They  felt  that  they  had 
a  right  to  use  their  own  language  to  participate 
in  all  the  privileges  belonging  to  freemen.  There 
was  not  a  department'of  the  Government,  through 
all  its  difTerent  ramifications,  with  the  exception 
of  this  House,  wherearule  like  this  ever  existed. 
And  if  this  House  had  the  right  to  say  what  pe- 
tition might  or  might  not  be  introduced,  they  had 
assuredly  the  right  to  dictate  to  the  States  of  this 
Union.  He  asked  those  gentlemen  whose  motto 
was  "the  Union"  bow  they  would  like  to  see 
State  sovereignty  dictated  to  in  (his  manner?  How 
many  times  had  the  question  been  asked,  during 
this  discussion,  what  should  be  done  with  these 
petitions .'  His  answer  was,  that  he  would  be  gov- 
erned by  circumstances.  Though  he  regarded 
slavery  as  an  evil,  yet  he  looked  upon  the  pro- 
ceedings of  those  miserolile  Abolitionists  as  far 
worse.  When  he  witnessed  such  scenes  nf  ex- 
citement as  had  been  witnessed  within  that  House, 
he  would  be  for  taking  the  course  best  calculated 
to  allay  that  excitement;  he  would  allow  the  peti- 
tions to  be  received  and  disposed  of  in  the  most 
summary  manner.  He  would  not  object  to  their 
reception,  for  that  would  only  increase  the  ardor 
of  the  petitioners.  Hud  there  not  been  a  report 
upon  the  subject  of  the  Subbalh  mails,  tlfey  would 
doubtless  have  had  their  table  loaded  with  peti- 
tions upon  that  subject.  Where  would  they  nave 
been  able  (o  atop !  His  interests  and  his  feelings 
were  with  the  South;  yet  he  would  be  willing  to 
change  the  rule  which  prohibits  altogether  the 
reception  oC  petitions  of  this  nature;  and,  as  a 
matter  of  policy,  permit  them  to  l^c  received,  with 
a  view  to  being  summarily  disposed  of.  So  inti- 
mate was  the  connection  between  the  question  of 
the  abolition  of  slayery  within  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia and  the  abolition  of  slavery  throughout 
the  States  that  he  would  be  disposed  to  give  no 
Tote  which  would  have  a  tendency  to  interfere 
with  the  subject  at  all.  He  was  not  to  be  led  Into 
the  question,  at  this  time,  as  to  whether  slavery 
.  was  right  or  wrong.  A  great  cimnge  in  public 
sentiment  had  token  PJRcc  upon  this  subject  within 
the  last  fifty  years.  Tlic  movement  nftliu  human 
mind  was  onward.  A  dillcrent  state  of  things  ex- 
isted in  this  Hall  fifty  years  ago;  and,  if  they 
were  disposed  to  be  true  to  themselves,  true  to 
their  institutions,  true  to  those  who  should  come 
after  them,  and  to  enable  the  Government  to  go 
on  prosperously,  tlicy  would  avoid  (he  encroach- 
ments which  wouM  necessarily  follow  from  too 
severe  restrictions  upon  popular  rights. 

Mr.  STILES  said,  of  all  the  ddn>;ers  which 
threatened  the  Union,  not  one  could  be  found 
more  speedy  in  its  opcrutinn,  more  sure  in  its 
consequences,  or  fatal  in  its  rcsulix,  than  foreisn 
interference  with  the  detnocraiic  institutions  of 
the  South.  Other  divisions  between  citizens  of 
this  wide-sprend  country,  were  but  the  honest 
differences  of  opinion,  arising  from  diversity  of 
interests,  education,  and  habits;  and  it  was  a 
wholesome  difi'erence,  because  it  was  founded  in 
reason,  and  had  fur  itsobject  the  preservation  of 
the  liberties,  of  the  country.  Very  diflferent  were 
such  divisions  from  those  which  were  created  by 
the  deluded  fanatics  who  acted  upon  the  principle 
that  the  end  justifies  the  means,  which  end  was 
the  desolation  of  the  fairest  region  of  the  earth — 
the  destruction  of  the  most  perfect  system  of  so- 
cial and  political  happiness.  This  danger  was  not 
only  great,  but  increasing.  The  spirit  of  aboli- 
tion had  advanced,  and  was  advancing.  It  in- 
creased by  opposition;  it  triumphed  by  defeat.  A 
few  years  ago,  the  excitement  occasioned  by  the 
few  fanatics  who  had  then  enlisted  in  the  cause 
of  abolition,  was  but  insignificant.  It  was  deemed 
by  the  enlightened  and  reflecting  citizen  as  an 
ignit  falutu,  which  would  expire  with  the  ex- 
haustion of  the  gas  by  which  it  was  produced;  or, 
if  grasped  by  foreign  hands,  either  by  accident  or 
design,  that  there  was  no  combustible  matter  in 
its  reach,  and  it  would  be  extinguished  by  the 
first  breath  which  swept  over  it.  But  time  had 
proved  this  to  be  erroneous.  The  spark  which  a 
few  inflammable  materials  had  breathed  into  igni- 
tion, had  increased  into  a  flame,  which  hud  spread 


itself  throughout  the  whole  country;  stopped  by 
neither  patriotism  nor  party,  it  was  already  caus- 
ing principle  to  melt  with  fervent  heat;  and  if 
permitted  to  extend,  as  it  had  done  heretofore, 
he  found  it  would  involve  this  country  in  one 
great  conflagration. 

The  question  before  the  House,  in  which  this 
important  subject  was  merged,  was  whether  they 
should  reject  or  retain  the  SIst  rule.  Being  in 
favor  of  retaining  the  rule,  he  proposed  to  notice 
a  few  of  the  objections  which  had  been*  urged 
against  it.  First,  it  was  contended  that  it  was  a 
violation  of  the  Constitution,  and  an  infringement 
of  the  right  of  petition.  What  portion  of  the  Con- 
stitution did  this  rule  violate  ?  The  first  amend- 
ment; and  what  did  that  provide  ?  That  Congress 
should  pass  no  law  abridging  the  right  of  the  peo- 
ple peaceably  to  assemble  and  petition  for  the  re- 
dress of  grievances.  Had  Congress  passed  anv 
such  law?  Did  they  propose  to  pass  any  such 
law?  This  House  was  but  one  branch  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  a  rule  of  the  House  was  not  a  law 
of  Congress;'  but  it  might  be  said  that  the  rule  vio- 
lated the  right  of  petition;  that  it  was  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  spirit  and  intention  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. But  it  must  be  admitted  by  those  who  argue 
thus,  that,  before  the  Constitution  could  be  vio- 
lated, some  legislative  enactment  must  be  passed. 
Whst  was  it  that  led  to  the  adoption  of  this  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution?  It  was  the  attempt, 
under  the  act  of  13  Charles  Second,  in  England, 
to  punish  with  incarceration  the  offense  of  violat- 
ing the  provisions  of  that  act,  which  materially 
abridged  the  right  of  petition.  The  great  griev- 
ance there  was  the  right  of  the  people  to  assemble 
end  slate  their  grievances.  It  was  this  subject, 
and  not  the  reception  nf  petitions,  as  statea  by 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.CuNO- 
MAN,]  which  elicited  the  eloquence  of  Fox;  and 
his  opposition  was  to  the  acts  of  Parliament  of 
1705  prohibiting  seditious  meetings.  But  the  gen- 
ticmnn  from  North  Carolina  said  that  Mr.  Fox 
did  not  speak  upon  the  reception  of  petitions,  be- 
cause nobody  doubted  the  fact  that  they  ought  (o 
be  received;  but  let  him  tell  the  gentleman  that 
the  proposition  was  never  doubted  then  that  Par- 
liament had,  and  did  constantly  exercise,  the  right 
nf  refusing  to  receive  petitions.  The  gentleman 
from  Mnssnchusetis,  JMr.  Winthbop,]  not  con- 
tent with  mere  assertion,  had  attempted  to  pro- 
duce authority  to  that  point;  but  though  asser- 
tions in  matters  of  law  were  the  feeblestarsumenls 
that  could  be  adduced,  it  was  but  too  evident  (hat 
those  who  preceded  him  dealt  chiefly  in  asser- 
tion, which  was  certainly  the  most  politic  course 
they  could  pursue.  Tlie  gentleman  had  found  a 
single  instance  which  supported  his  position,  and 
as  It  was  an  oasis  in  the  desert,  a  single  ^recn 
spot  amidst  a  sandy  waste,  it  was  not  surprising 
that  he  should  have  saj^cly  seized  upon  it  and  de- 
sired its  inscription  on  the  pillars  of  this  Hall. 
That  sentence,  however,  was  the  mere  dictum  of 
the  author,  and  in  opposition  to  the  constant  prac- 
tice of  Parliament,  and  contradicted  by  the  sen- 
tences which  immediately  preceded  it,  as  well  as 
that  which  followed.  He  would  read  those  sen- 
tences. 

[Mr.  S.  here  read  two  sentences  from  Halsell, 
which  the  reporter  has  not  at  hand  to  quote.]* 

In  the  first  sentence  he  had  quoted,  the  prac- 
tice of  refusing  petitions  was  clearly  acknowl- 
edged, and,  in  th<%  latter,  the  declining. lo  receive 
thorn  was  considered  as  no  hardship.  In  the 
hasty  view  which  he  took  of  this  work,  he  col- 
lected a  few  other  instances  of  the  rejection  of 
petitions  in  the  British  Parliament. 

[Here  Mr.  S.  cited  some  fourteen  or  fifteen 
cases  in  which  the  House  refused  to  receive  peti- 
tions.] 

This  showed  that  the  practice  was  not  confined 
to  the  period  adduced  by  the  gentleman  from 
Massacnuseits,  but  extended  down  to  1668;  and 
showed,  also,  that  Parliament  was  in  the  con- 
stant habit  of  rejecting  petitions,  and  that,  too, 
on  subjects  of  taxation — the  most  important  ones 
to  the  people — and  on  which  the  right  of  petition 
should  be  held  moat  sacred.  The  purpose,  there- 
fore, which  the  gentleman  proposed  by  the  rejec- 
tion of  this  Slat  rule,  was  not  susuined  by  the 
English  practice.  But  as  we  are  referred  by  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  to  English  practice 
to  learn  humanity,  let  us  look  at  the  reasons 
given  by  those  who  were  for  rejecting  petitions 
there,  and  compare  th«m  with  the  reasons  given 


here  for  receiving  them.  The  principle  upon 
which  this  rule  for  rejecting  petitions  in  England 
was  adopted,  appears  to  as  this:  that,  a*  taxa- 
tion was  extended ,  in  fact,  over  every  port  of  the 
kingdom,  and  imposed  burdens  on  alt  the  people 
alike,  it  could  answer  no  purpose  for  any  partic- 
ular portion  of  them  to  state  this  as  a  grievance 
to  the  House.  Now,  how  did  that  reason  corre- 
spond with  the  reasoning  of  the  petitioners  here? 
They  say  that  a  particular  institution,  not  ex- 
tending over  the  whole'  country,  but  confined  to 
a  particular  section  of  it,  and  not  imposin9>any 
burdens  whatever — that  it  could  answer  no  pur- 
pose ?  No,  but.that  it  could  answer  a  good  pur- 
pose for  them  to  petition  about  a  matter  in  wnich 
they  have  no  interest  or  concern. 

The  reasoning  of  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts was,  that  the  people  of  England,  though 
burdened  by  taxation  almost  to  poverty  and  rum, 
must  have  their  petitions  rejected;  but  that  these 
Abolitionists,  burdened  with  nothing  but  their 
own  sickly  sensibilities,  must  have  their  petitions 
received  and  considered.  The  most  objectionable 
feature  that  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
found  in  the  rule,  was,  that  it  attempts  to  pre- 
scribe on  what  subjects  the  people  may  petition. 
This,  the  gentleman  said,  was  in  opposition  to 
the  Constitution,  and  st  war  with  parliamentary 
practice.  Why,  the  rule  only  attempted  to  reject 
such  petitions  as  aim  at  the  destruction  of  the 
Constitution,  which  he  would  attempt  presently 
to  show;  but  whilst  he  was  on  the  subject  of 
parliamentary  practice,  let  us  inquire  what  it  is.. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  to  the  gentleman 
that  the  morning  hour  had  expired;  and  Mr.  S. 
took  his  seat. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATIONS. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  appealed  to  the  House  to  go 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  take  up  the  Pri- 
vate Calcnctar,  which  he  said  had  not  bieen  taken 
up  this  sesHinn. 

The  SPEAKER  asked  the  gentleman  to  sus- 
pend his  motion  until  he  laid  before  the  House 
some  executive  communications. 

The  SPEAKER  then  communicated  the  follow- 
ing: 

A  message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates,  transmitti  ng  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of 
War,  containing  the  information  called  for  by  a 
resolution  of  the  House,  respecting  the  number 
i  of  Indians  remaining  in  Florida;  which,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  LEVY,  was  laid  on  the  t&ble,  osd 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

A  communication  from  the  War  Department, 
in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  18(h  instant,  con- 
taining information  relative  to  the  lead  mines  of 
the   United   Statea;  which,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
DODGE,  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  rcfierred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 
A  communication  from  the  War  Department, 
I  in  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  18in  instant, 
I  transmitting  a  report  from  the   Topographical 
I  Bureau,  containing  information   respecting  the 

Delaware  breakwater. 
I     On  motionbyMr.J.R.IN6ERSOLL,laidon 
i  the  tabic,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

A  message  from  the  President  of  the  United 

I  Slates,  inclosing  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 

State,  accompanied  by  a  note  from  the  Spanish 

Minister,  on  the  subject  of  the  schooner  Amistad; 

which. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  C.  J.  INQERSOLL,  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fereign  Relations, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

REPORTS  or  THE  PROCEEDINGS. 

Mr.  BLACK  again  asked  leave  to  submit  the 
resolution  in  relation  to  reporting  the  proceedings 
of  the  House;  and  mo.ved  for  a  suspension  of  the 
rules  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  moved  to  amend  the  motion, 
so  as  to  suspend  the  rules  generally,  and  alto- 
gether 

On  taking  the  question,  the  motion  was  reject- 
ed, and  the  rules  were  not  suspended. 

Mr.  PARMENTER  moved  that  the  House 
resolve  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to 
take  up  bill  No.  4. 

Mr.  WELLER  observed  that  this,  regularly, 
was  private  bill  day;  and  he  supposed,  there- 
fore. It  would  reciuire  a  vote  of  two  thirds  to  go 
into  Committee  of  tlie  Whole  for  any  other  pur- 
pose. • 
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The  SPEAKER  mud  that  the  question  would 
tequire  a  ▼ots  of  two  thirds. 

On  putting  it  to  the  House,  it  was  decided  in 
the  negative. 

PRITXTE  BILLS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  THOMPSON,  the  House 
resolved  itself  into  Committee  of  ifae  Whole, 
(Mr.  Gilmer  in  the  chair,)  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  up  the  Private  Calendar. 

The  first  bill  taken  up  was  a  bill  to  provide  for 
the  adjustment  of  titles  to  land  in  the  States  of 
Missouri,  Arkansas,  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  and 
Alabama,  and  the  Territory  of  Iowa,  and  to  au* 
thorize  claimants  to  institute  suits  to  try  the  va-v 
liditr  of  their  claims. 

Mr.  THOMPSOr^  contended  that  this  was  a 
public  bill,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  set  aside,  and 
proceed  to  the  next  private  bill. 

Mr.  SLIDELL  bagged  leave  to  observe  that 
be  had  consulted  with  many  members  of  great 
experience  in  the  House,  and  he  had  been  in- 
formed by  them  that  this  was  a  private  bill,  within 
the  ordinary  understanding  of  the  term.  He 
trusted  that  the  committee  would  not  pass  it  by 
because  it  was  a  long  bill,  for  it  was  necessarily 
•o  to  include  the  various  private  interests  con- 
nected with  the  subject.  It  was  a  most  important 
bill,  and  deserved  the  speedy  consideration  of  the 
House.  It  affected  the  rights  of  individuals  only, 
su)d  provided  the  means  by  which  those  rights 
should  be  ascertained  and  settled. 

Mr.  C.JOHNSON  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  said  the  point  was  whether 
this  was  a  public  or  a  private  bill.  He  contended 
that  it  was  a  public  bill. 

Some  conversation  followed,  in  which  Messrs. 
CROSS,  SLIDELL,  RAYNER,  JAMESON, 
and  others,  took  part,  on  that  point. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
bill,  that  the  House  might  know  what  it  was. 
[Cries  of  "  It's  too  long."] 
Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  made  a  few  observations, 
in  which  he  was  understood  to  contend  that  this 
bill  was  a  public  one,  and  should  not  be  token  up 
amongst  private  bills. 

Mesan.  VINTON,  DAVIS  of  New  York, 
and  others,  having  made  some  observations, 

Mr.  THOMPSON  submitted  a  motion  to  pass 
tlie  bill  by. 

The  subject  was  further  debated  by  Messrs. 
C.  JOHNSON,  RAYNER,  BARNARD,  and 
SLIDELL. 
The  mbjeet  was  passed  over;  and 
The  committee  then  took  up  for  consideration 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  McLaughlin;  which 
was  adopted,  with  an  amendment. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widows  and  or- 
phans of  the  officers  and  marines  of  the  schooner 
Qnunpus,  lost  at  sea,  was  taken  up  for  consider- 
ation. 

A  debate  ensued  upon  a  proposition  of  Mr. 
HopKivs  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking  out  the 
provision  for  the  relief  of  the  brothers  and  sisters 
of  the  deceased  in  case  neither  the  widow,  child, 
or  parent  of  the  deceased  existed. 

The  debate  was  continued  by  Messrs.  THOM- 
A3S0N  and  WISE  in  opposition  to  the  amend- 
meat,  and  by  Mr.  RATH  BON  in  favor  of  it. 
The  amendment  was  negatived. 
Mr.  LEVY  moved  an  amend  ment  so  as  to  make 
the  bill  applicable  to  the  Sea  Gull,  one  of  the  ves- 
■sla  of  the  exploring  expedition. 

Mr.  WISE  said  the  Government  had  no  official 
information  of  the  loss  of  the  Sea  Gull;  and  he 
recommended  the  reference  of  the  subject  to  the 
Naval  Committee. 

The  subject  was  debated  by  Messrs.  WISE, 
LEVY,  and  PARMENTER. 
The  amendment  was  then  negatived. 
Mr.  BELSER  moved  to  amend  by  erasing  the 
words  which  gave  to  the  surviving  relatives  six 
months'  pay,  in  addition  to  the  pay  for  the  time 
of  actual  service  of  the  deceased. 
Mr.  SLIDELL  opposed  the  amendment. 
The  debate  wa^further  continued  by  Messrs. 
SCHENCK  and  RATHBUN. 

Mr.  HALE  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking 
out  the  enacting  clause. 

This  motion  was  ruled  out  of  order;  and. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  WISE,  the  committee  rose, 
and  reported  progress. 


The  amendment,  made  in  committee,  to  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  John  McLaughlin,  was  adopted; 
and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  f«ad 
a  third  time  on  Monday. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN. 

Mr.  FICKLIN  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
withdraw  from  the  files  the  joint  resolutions  of 
the  Legislature  of  Illinois,  asking  a  grant  of  lands 
for  the  construction  of  the  Northern  Cross  rail- 
road, in  the  State  of  Illinois. 

RESOLUTIONS  OF  NEW  TORK. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR,  of  New  York,  presented  res- 
olutions of  the  Legislature  of  New  York,  on  the 
subject  of  the  expenses  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment; which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

REPORT  FROM  A  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  HARALSON,  from  the  Committee  on  Mil- 
ibry  Affairs,  reported  a  resolution;  which  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  then  adjourned.    ' 


Tlie  Ibllowlng  petitiona  preaented  to  day  were  banded  to 
the  reponera  by  the  mcmbcn  presenting  them : 

By  Mr.  FISH :  The  peUtion  of  Lewis  B.  Loder  and  oUi- 
en,  for  m  grant  of  land  to  tlie  State  of  Indiana  lo  aid  In  the 
construction  of  the  WulWttb  and  Erie  canal. 

By  Mr.  TYLilRt  The  peiitiiin  of  David  Fisk  and  others, 
praying  Tor  itie  erection  of  a  lighthouse  at  the  mouth  of 
Cattaraugus  creek.  New  York,  and  for  the  prosecution  of 
unfinished  works  at  that  place. 

By  Mr.  DEAN :  Tlic  petitioo  of  Samuel  Clarke,  a  soldier 
of  the  last  war,  who  was  wounded  on  duty  as  a  soldier,  for 
an  invalid  pension- 
By  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Ohio:  The  petilioa  of  P.  Cooney 
and  one  hundred  and  liny-six  others.citizena  of  Ohio,  pray- 
ing for  a  reduction  of  the  compensation  of  members  of 
Congress  lr>  six  dollars  per  day,  witliout  nny  pernuisiles, 
and  lor  such  a  thorough  system  of  reirenclimcnl  as  shall 
bring  the  Gnvnrnment  back  to  its  primitive  purity. 

By  Mr.  HAMMETT:  The  petition  of  VVooiiMn  Wren, 
praying  the  confirmation  of  the  title  of  certain  lands  there- 
in-described, with  certain  papers  showing  his  title  to  the 
same ;  wliich  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims. 

By  Mr-  FARLEB:  The  petition  of  S.  B.  Ranson  and 
otheni,  of  the  county  Of  Hunterdon,  New  Jersey,  asking  for 
a  reduction  of  pesliige,  and  tlic  abolition  of  the  franking 
privilege ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  omce  and  Pon  Roads. 

By  Mr.  HARPER:  Tlie  peUtion  of  George  W.  Many- 
penny,  of  Muskingum  county,  Ohio,  praying  for  a  law  au- 
thorizing a  patent  to  issue  to  him  for  certain  lands  therein 
described ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands. 

By  Mr.  IRVIN :  Twa  memorials,  nnmeronsly  signed  by 
citizens  of  Columbia  county,  Pennsylvania,  praying  liir  a 
reduction  in  the  rates  of  postage,  and  a  proper  restriclrun 
of  the  franking  privilege;  wliicTi  was  referred  to  the  appro- 
priate committee. 

By  Mr,  BUFFIPJGTON :  The  peUUnn  of  Josinh  Cepley, 
of  Arrasimng  county,  Pennsylvania,  praying  Congress  10 
inquire  into  the  merits  of  a  vessel  of  war. 

By  Mr-  STILES :  The  petition  of  citizens  oftheconnty 
of  Cass,  in  the  Sute  of  Georgia,  prayioc  the  esiablisbment 
of  a  national  foundery  in  the  county  ol  Cass,  on  the  Eto- 
walo  river ;  which  was  relbrred  to  the  committee  ou  Uie 
national  founderv. 

By  Mr.  ROBINSON:  The  petiiion  nf  eighty  eight  cltl- 
xens  of  Oswego,  New  York,  praying  for  an  opprnpriatinn 
for  continuing  the  construction  of  the  harbor  at  Michigan 
city,  in  the  Slate  of  Indiana. 

Also,  the  petition  of  forty  citizens  of  ttie  same  place, 
praying  for  a  drawback  on  foreign  goods  exported  to  Uie 
British  provinces. 

Also,  the  peiiiion  of  twenty-one  citizens  of  the  same 
place,  praying  for  the  passage  nf  alaw  granting  to  the  Slate 
of  Indiana  tlie  putilic  lands  In  the  Vincennes  district,  or  so 
much  thereof  as  may  bo  necessary  lo  complete  the  Wabasli 
and  Erie  canal. 

By  Mr.  H  AM.M  ETP :  The  memorial  of  P.  B.  Key,  praying 
tbepa.isage  of  a  law  to  authorize  the  proper  officers  mallow 
compensation  for  the  services  rendered  by  the  late  P.  S. 
Key,  deceased,  to  Uic  United  Blues,  as  counsel  in  certain 
cases  therein  described  ;  wbicb  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

By  Mr.  MACLAY:  The  pciltton  of  E.  Herring,  in  rela- 
tioo  to  the  aaleof  ceruin  paintings;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Library  CommHtee. 

By  Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa :  Four  petitions,  very  numer- 
ously signed  by  citizens  of  Iowa,  representing  thot  an  act 
was  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  that  Territory,  cliartering 
an  instltntion  of  learning,  called  "  The  Iowa  City  Col- 
lege," under  the  dkection  ofa  board  of  (twenty  five)  trus- 
tees, which  cliarter  makes  ample  provision  for  the  libeial 
education  of  all  classes  of  citizens,  praying  Congres.<  to 
grant  a  donation  of  thirty-six  sections  of  land  for  the  use 
and  benel]t  of  said  college,  from  the  unsold  lands  within 
the  limiu  of  low*  Terriioiy,  to  be  selected  by  a  commit- 
tee, to  be  appointed  by  the  board  of  trustees  for  that  pur- 
pose, or  in  such  other  manner  as  Congress,  in  iu  wisdom, 
may  direct ;  which  were  referred  lo  the  Commitlee  on 
Public  Lands. 

By  Mr.  RAMSEY*  The  memorial  of  the  heira  of  Cap- 
tain Noble ;  which  was  referred  to  tbe  Cowmiltee  oo  Rev 
olulionaiy  Pensions. 


IN  SENATE. 
Monday,  January  29,  1844. 
Mr.  Simmons,  of  Rhode  Island,  appeared  in 
his  seat  to-day,  for  the  first  time  this  session. 
PETITIONS,  ETC. 
Mr.  POSTER  presented  a  memorial  and  reso- 
lutions, adopted  by  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee, 
on  the  subject  of  the  establishment  of  a  naval  de- 
pot on  the  western  waters;  which  he  moved  to 
refer  to  the  Naval  Committee  having  charge  of 
the  subject,  and  to  hove  them  printed;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  MERRICK  presented  a  petition  from  John 
H.  Pennington,  asking  Congress  to  make  an  ap- 
propriation to  test  the  sufficiency  of  his  invention 
to  navigate  the  air;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military 'Affairs. 

Also,  several  petitions — one  signed  by  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-seven  citizens  of  Alexandria, 
praying  Congress  to  recharter  the  Farmers'  Bank 
of  Alexandria;  from  fifty-five  citizens  of  Virginia 
to  recharter  the  Farmers' Bank  of  Alexandriaand 
the  Potomac  Bank;  and  from  the  citizens  of  the 
village  of  Piscataway,  Prince  George's  county, 
Maryland,  to  recharter  the  several  banks  of  the 
District  of  Columbia;  which  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  EVANS  presented  a  memorial  from  Shaw 
A  Corser^ contractors  for  carrying  tbe  mail  from 
Portland  to  Augusta,  praying  Congress  to  pass  a 
law  authorizing  the  Postmaster  General  to  make 
them  compensatibn  for  aaditional  labor  and  ex- 
penses devolved  on  them  as  contractors,  in  eon- 
sequence  of  the  conduct  of  the  Department,  which 
that  officer  has  no  power  to  allow  by  provisions 
of  law;  which,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.WHlTE  presented  a  petition  from  Michael 
French,  a  soldier  of  the  last  war,  praying  arrears 
of  pension;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Pensions. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  a  petition  from  in- 
habitants of  Albion,  Orleans  county,  New  York, 
praying  for  the  aboliiio'n'of  the  franking  privilege 
anti  a  reduction  on  the  rates  of  postage;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads. 

Also,  a  petition  from  Edward  C.  Delevan,  of 
Albany,  New  York,  praying  Congress  to  make 
a  grant  of  land  to  the  Slate  of  Indiana  for  the  pur- 
pose of  completing  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  KING  presented  a  memorial  from  Samuel 
Bartle  and  numerous  other  citizens  of  Alexan- 
dria, representing  that,  under  the  charter  granted 
to  that  town,  the  council  have  incurred  a  debt  of 
upwards  of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and 
that  their  proceedings  have  become  so  improvi- 
dent as  to  render  property  there  valueless  to  its 
holders;  and  they  pray  (hat  Congress  may  pass 
a  law  to  prevent  the  common  council  from  incur- 
ring any  further  debts,  and  to  equalize  tbe  taxes 
there,  by  authorizing  the  taxing  of  stocks  as  well 
as  property  of  otherkinds;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE  presented  a  petition  from 
John  Martin,  of  the  town  of  Hamtramck,  for  an 
increase  of  pension;  which  was  referretl  to  the 
Commiltec  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  RIVES  presented  a  memorial  from  John 
Good,  praying  remuneration  for  iiijuriessustained 
by  him  from  the  location  of  the  Cumberland  road 
ihrougli  his  farm;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mitlee on  Claims. 

Mr.  FULTON  presented  a  memorial  from  cit- 
izens of  Arkansas,  on  the  subject  of  purcheuei 
of  land  in  what  was  called  the  Bowie  claim,  com- 
plaining that  the  law  for  the  adjustment  of  land 
claims  in  Arkansas  was  defective  in  not  permit- 
ting the  occupier  of  the  improvements  to  make 
an  entry  of  his  lands;  and  tnat  the  price  of  the 
lands  fixed  by  the  said  law  was  too  high.  They 
ask  legislation  upon  the  subject. 

The  memorial  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  FAIRFIELD  presented  a  memorial  from 
Alexander  Mclntyre,  of  York,  praying  that  • 
light-house  may  be  erected  on  Western  Point,  at 
the  mouth  of  that  harbor;  which  was  referretl  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce. 
Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  a  memorial  from 
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a  number  of  citizens  of  eastern  Pennsylvania, 
asking  for  a  reduction  of  the  rates  of  postage; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads. 

IVIr.  BA.YARD  presented  a  petition  fVom  sun- 
dry citizens  of  PennsylvBiua,  praying  for  an  ap- 
propriation for  the  erection  of  a  dry-dock  at  Pbtl- 
adelphla;  which  was  referreil  to  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  Commodore  Charles  W. 
Morris,  praying  indemnity  for  certain  expenses 
incurred  by  him  while  in  commaiul  in  .the  Medi- 
terranean; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on'  Naval  Affairs. 

RBPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  JARNAGIN,  from  the  Committee  on  Rev- 
olutionary Claims,  made  adverse  reports  on  the 
petition  of  the  children  of  Thomas  D.  Conover 
and  the  petition  of  Nahum  Ward;  which  were 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  W  RIGHT,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  Daniel  G. 
Skinner,  of  Alabama,  praying  remuneration  for 
supplies  furnished  certain  Alabama  militia,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  was  read  and 
ordered  to  a  second  reading,  and  the  report  accom- 
panving  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  W.,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Joseph  M.  Hernnn- 
dez,  Duncan  L.  Clinch,  John  H.  McInKJsh,  Mal- 
achi  Hagan,  and  Alexander  Watson,  praying 
indemnity  for  certain  Indian  depredations  in  t'lor- 
ida,  reported  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  settlement 
of  claims  for  losses  of  property,  by  reason  of  its 
military  occupation,  in  the  Territory  of  Florida; 
which  was  read  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  SEVIER,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,,  reported  a  bill  forth'e  relief  of  Francis  A. 
Kerr;  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  ATCHISON,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  ofFrancisA.  Harrison, of  Kentucky;  which 
was  read  and  ordered  to.  a  second  reeding. 

Mr.  PEARCE,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  «  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Mc- 
intosh, a  commander  in  the  Navy  of  the  United 
.  States;  whioh  .vas  read  and  ordei^d  to  a  second 
reading,  and  the  report  accompanying  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  BATES,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
made  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  citizens 
of  Indiana  in  behalf  of  Simeon  Kenton;  which 
was  ordered  to  litf  on  the  table  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  BARROW,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  memorial 
of  the  General  Assembly  of  Missouri,  on  the 
subject  of  establishing  additional  military  posts 
for  the  defense  of  the  western  frontier,  made  an 
adverse  report;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

NOTICE  OF  A  BILL. 

Mr.  FULTON  gave  notice  that  he  would  on 
to-morrow  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  in  relation 
to  donations  of  land  to  certain  persons  in  Arkan- 
sas. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  leave  was 
granted  to  withdraw  from  the  files  tbe-memorial 
and  papers  of  Baylie  Peyton. 

Mr.  WHITE  made  a  proposition  to  withdraw 
from  the  files  certain  papers;  but,  after  a  few  re- 
marks by  Mr.  KING  and  the  Chair,  showing 
that  the  rules  of  the  Senate  forbid  such  with- 
drawal, he  withdrew  bis  motion.. 

BILL  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  ARCHER,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill 
changin:;  the  time  of  holding  the  courts  of  Clarks- 
burg and  Wheeling,  in  the  western  district  of  Vir- 
ginia; which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Judiciary  Committee. 

REPORTS  TO  BE  PRINTED. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MILLER,  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  sliowing  the  condition 
of  the  banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  was  or- 
dered to  bo  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HENDERSON,  the  report 
of  the  Treasury  Departnunt  concerning  the  two 
per  cent,  and  three  per  cent,  funds  of  bis  State, 
was  ordered  to  be  printed. 


MAIL  ROUTE  IN  ARKANSAS. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  SEVIER,  it  was ' 
Resolced,  Thai  the  Committee  on  the  Post  OfBee  and  Post 
Rnada  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  es- 
tablishing a  mail  route  frnni  ClacksTille,  in  Johnaoij  coun- 
ty, to  Cairollion,  in  Carroll  county.  State  of  Arkanaai. 

RIVER  IMPROVEMENTS. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  to  grant  a  certain  quantity  of  land  to  aid 
in  the  impovement  of  the  Fox  and  Wisconsin 
rivers,  and  to  connect  the  same  by  a  canal,  in  the 
Territory  of  Wisconsin. 

The  PRESIDENT  said  that  the  question  pend- 
ing was  on  the  engrossment  of  the  bill. 

flits  TALLMADQE  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  latter  clause  of  the  first  section, 
and  the  whole  of  the  third  section  of  the  bill,  was 
stricken  out.  He  had  assented  to  those  amend- 
ments the  other  day,  and  voted  for  them  under 
the  expectation  that  the  bill,  as  thus  amended, 
would  be  satisfactory  to  all  the  gentlemen  who 
were  opposed  to  the  bill;  but  he  found  that  there 
was  still  some  objection  to  it;  and  that  there  were 
others,  who  were  better  satisfied  with  the  bill  as 
it  stood.  He  believed  that  it  would  be  better  to 
restore  the  bill  to  its  original  shape.  Therefore, 
he  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  striking  out  the 
last  clause  of  the  first  section,  providing  that  the 
canal  and  improvements  shall  be  a  public  high- 
way for  the  transportation  of  the  troops,  &e.,  of 
the  United  States;  and  providing  also,  that  no 
greater  toll  shall  be  collected  than  is  necessary  to 
keep  the  canal  and  improvements  in  repair.  Al- 
so, the  vote  striking  out  the  third  secthan,  pro- 
viding that  the  proceeds  of  the  land  shall  be  ap- 
plied to  the  improvement,  under  the  direction  of 
the  War  Department,  or  the  topographical  engi- 
neers belongmg  to  that  Department.  After  doe 
consideration  he  believed  that  this  section  should 
remain ;  and  that  it  was  better,  in  the  present  con- 
dition in  which  that  country  was,  that  the  works 
should  be  constructed  uiider  the  charge  of  the  Fed- 
ei^l  Government.  It  would  take  some  little  time 
before  the  proceeds  would  be  received  into  the 
treasury  to  enable  the  General  Government  to  go 
on  with  it.  If  the  bill  was  passed  in  this  form, 
it  would  have  the  effect  to  give  security  to  those 
who  purchase  the  land,  that  the  work  will  in  due 
time  be  made.  "Fhey  will  consequently  go  on 
and  improve  their  lands.  In  the  mean  time,  when 
this  Territory  comes  into  the  Union  as  a  Suite, 
Congress  can,  if  it  deem  proper,  confer  the  power 
on  the  State  of  Wisconsin  to  finish  the  works. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  said  the  Senate  had  decided,  in 
making  these  amendments,  that  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment should  not  undertake  the  improvements, 
but  that  Wisconsin  should,  when  she  shall  be 
admitted  as  a  Slate  into  the  Union.  The  Senator 
from  New  York  had  assented  to  these  amend- 
ments, and  the  Senate  was  satisfied  with  them; 
but  if  the  Senate  (ns  well  as  the  Senator  from 
New  York)  had  altered  their  minds  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  thought  it  better  for  the  officers  of  the 
General  Government  to  undertake  and  build  this 
canal,  then  the  question  should  be  reconsidered; 
but  if  they  were  satisfied,  as  he  was,  that  the 
canal  could  be  betterand  more  economically  done 
by  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  then  they  ought  to 
vote  against  the  motion  to  reconsider. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE  made  some  remarks  in 
favor  of  reconsidering  the  votes  striking  out  the 
section  and  clause  alluded  to.  He  showed  the 
great  importance  of  the  work  in  a  national  point 
of  view.  He  showed  that  the  route  on  which  the 
improvement  was  to  be  made,  was  one  connecting 
the  lake  country  with  the  regions  of  the  upper 
Mississippi — that  it  had  been  used  by  the  French 
many  years  ago  as  a  great  thoroughfare  from 
Q,ucbee  to  the  Mississippi  country.  He  main- 
tained that  the  constructing  of  the  canal  by  the 
plan  proposed  in  the  bill  would  not  cost  the  Gov- 
ernment a  cent.  He  alluded  also  to  a  misprint 
in  some  paper,  not  mentioned,  of  his  remarks 
touching  the  qualifications  of  the  topographical 
bureau  to  take  charge  of  that  work.  He  haa  been 
made  to  say  that,  if  that  corps  were  to  take  charge 
of  the  work,  they  woul4  be  regardless  of  the  ex- 
pense. He  did  not  say  so.  What  he  did  say, 
in  substance,  was:  he  believed  that,  as  scientific 
men,  there  were  among  those  constituting  that 
corps,  some  greater  even  thon  those  whicn  any 
nation  in  Europe  could  boast — some  who  would 
not  lose  by  a  comparison  with  those  to  be  found 


in  the  celebrated  Poljrteelinicinstitotion  of  France; 
and  in  connection  with  this,  that  he  had  no  doubt 
that  if  any  fnult  could  hereafter  be  found  with  the 
management  of  the  works  by  that  corps,  it  would 
not  be  as  to  the  manner  in  which  it  was  executed, 
but  on  the  score  of  expense;  forthat,  with  them, 
(ftght  to  be  a  secondary  consideration,  though  he 
befieved  all  the  economy  would  be  used  that  was 
possible,  and  at  the  same  time  to  have  the  work 
well  executed. 

The  ouestion  was  then  put;  and  the  votes  were 
reconsidered. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  striking  out  the 
last  clause  of  the  first  section,  it  was  decided  in 
the  negative. 

The  question  now  being'  on  striking  out  the 
third  section  of  the  bill, 

Mr.  HAYWARD  rose  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
newing his  motion  for  the  indefinite  postponement 
of  the  bill.  He  said  he  was  of  opinion  that  the 
further  consideration  of  this  bill  should  be  post- 
poned; and  he  would  give  the  Senate  bis  reasons 
in  a  very  few  words,  for  being  of  that  opinion. 
The  principal  clause  in  this  bill  provides  that  two 
sections  of  land,  of  a  certain  width  or  depth,  on 
each  side  of  the  Fox  and  Wisconsin  rivers,  and 
the  lakes  and  canals  from  one  end  of  the  stream 
to  the  other,  shall  be  placed  at  the  sole  disposal 
of  Congress,  for  the  purpose  of  covering,  by  sale 
thereof^  the  expense  of  the  improvements'  pro- 
posed to  be  effisctsd  by  this  bill;  and  that  where 
any  part  or  parts  of  the  lands  contained  or  lying 
within  those  sections  shall  have  been  prcvitraaly 
sold,  then  other  public  lands  shall  be  given  in 
lien  thereof,  on  application  to,  and  under  the  im- 
mediate direction  of,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury. He  did  not  know  the  distance  from  the 
mouths  of  either  the  Wisconsin  or  Pox  rivers  to 
that  spot  where  the  connection  with  the  canal  was 
to  take  place;  but  as  far  as  he  could  judge  fronv 
the  scale  of  a  map,  which  he  examined  with  some 
care,  it  could  not  be  much  less  than  two  hundred 
miles.  The  proposition,  therefore,  was  to  im- 
prove and  increase  the  value  of  the  pablic  lands, 
to  the  extent  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  to  two 
hundred  miles;  and  on  the  pretense  alone  of 
making  those  lands  more  valuable,  Could  the 
Senate  give  their  sanction  to  it.  But  this  pretense 
would  not  hold  good  if  the  fact  was — and  he  be- 
lieved it  to  be  so^that  all  the  valuable  lands  in 
those  sections  were  already  granted,  and  were  at 
this  day  the  property,  and  in  the  possession  of 
land  speculators.  The  bill  would,  therefore,  legis- 
late for  their  benefit,  and  not  for  the  benefit  of  the 
country.  There  was  not,  he  waii  informed  and 
believed,  a  township  on  either  side  of  the  two 
rivers,  lakes,  or  canals,  from  one  extrAne  to  the 
other,  worth  |3  50  per  acre,  that  wa*  not  at  this 
moment  entered  on,  and  the  property  of  private 
individuals.  The  bill  that  the  Senate  was  called 
on  to  pass  was  one  to  improve  an  extent  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  or  two  hundred- miles  of  the 
public  lands;  but  if  the  greater  and  really  valu- 
able portion  of  those  lands  were  in  the  hands  of 
land  speculators  or  private  individuals,  then  the 
benefit  of  the  bill  to  the  public  was  limited  to  the 
extent  of  those  lands  now  unoccupied.  Heagain 
stated,  lliongh  his  information  was  only  on  hear- 
say, that  there  was  not  an  acre  of  those  lands 
worth  ^  SO,  that  was  not'already^  bought  op. 
He  maintained  that  the  bill  was  nothing  more  or 
less  than  an  unqualified  donation  to  the  Territory 
of  Wisconsin;  and  if  the  Senate  felttlisposed  to 
be  generous  to  that  Territory,  it  should  be  done 
manfully  and  openly,  and  not  undei'  the  pretext 
of  public  improvement. 

He  had  not  an  opportunity  to  seek,  nor  was  be 
clothed  with  authority  to  demand,  such  official 
information  as  he  considered  wairtiog  on  the  sub- 
ject; but  he  would  tell  the  Senate,  on  information 
as  authentic,  in  his  opinion,  aa  if  it  bad  been  of- 
ficial, that  there  was  not  a  township  now  vacant 
in  any  of  those  sections  that  was  not  of  a  mount- 
ainous and  sterile  nature — in  fact,  the  worst  de- 
scription, and  wholly  valueless.  If,  a*  he  said 
before,  the  Senate  was  inclined  to  the  policy  of 
ceding  to  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  let  it  be 
done  openly  and  above  board ;  but  if  not,  and  that 
these  improvements  are  to  be  made,  let  another 
course  be  adopted — let  a  proper  sclieme  be  de- 
vised, an  appropriation  made,  and,  the  work  be 
effected;  but  let  not  this  canal  be  cut  at  ihe  ex- 
pense of  the  United  States,  nominally  for  the 
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pablie  good,  but  really  for  the  benefit  of  htnd 
■pecalatora  and  jobbers. 

Mr.  TALLMAQGE  did  not  wish  to  prolong 
the  discussion  on  this  subject.  If  the  alternate 
sections  reserved  to  the  United  States  were  to 
hare  any  increased  value,  it  was  to  be  by  means 
of  the  proposed  improrements.  If  the  other  sec- 
tionr  were  not  improved,  the  increased  value 
wonld  not  accrue  to  the  General  Oovemment. 
As  to  the  allusion  of  the  gentleman,  [Mr.  Hat- 
woon,]  that  this  was  a  "  smothered  cession,"  for 
the  special  benefit  of  landholders  in  the  Territo- 
ry, if  the  gentleman  had  been  a  little  more  famil- 
iar with  these  things  he  would  have  found  that 
this  clause  had  obtained  in  every  instance  on  le* 
mlative  record.  It  was  so  in  every  instance  he 
had  ever  read  of,  and  had  been  known  to  Con- 
gress in  questions  like  this.  It  was  a  universal 
'  provision  kept  in  view  in  the  wording  of  this 
bill,  in  accordance  with  the  language  adopted  in 
all  cases  of  a  similar  description.  He  had  noth- 
ing more  to  say  on  this  subject,  only  to  express 
the  hope  that  the  gentleman's  motion  for  indef- 
inite postponemtent  would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE  was  understood  to  read 
from  a  report  from  the  War  Department,  upon 
the  subject  of  this  improvement,  showing  that 
the  lanos  in  that  section  of  country  were  still  in 
the  control  of  the  Government. 

Mh  WOODBURY  said,  the  fact  could  be  as- 
certained whether  these  lands  were  entered  by 
application  to  the  land  office.  If  a  large  portion 
of  the  Itmds  we«e  entered,  certainly  one  of  the 
advantages  would  not  be  obtained — that  to  the 
Government;  therefore  it  was  better  for  all  con- 
cerned that  final  action  should  be  delayed  upon 
the  bill  until  they  could  ascertain  to  a  certainty 
the  condition  in  which  the  lands  were. 

Mr.  HAYWOODsaid  that  all  he  could  do  was 
to  protest  against  the  Senute  acting  upon  private 
information.  He  had  offered  the  mformation 
which  he  had  obtained  with  a  view  of  calling  at- 
tention to  the  subject.  It  was  not  official.  He 
had  not  offered  it  as  such;  but  he  had  it  from 
good  anthority,  that  there  was  not  a  township  on 
the  Wisconsin  river  in  which  some  sections  had 
not  been  entered.  He  did  not  undertake  to  in- 
vestigate the  matter  then;  but  he  hoped  what  he 
had  said  was  enough  to  put  a  prudent  Senate  on 
its  guard.  While  up,  be  hoped  he  would  be 
allowed  to  say  a  word  in  regard  to  his  manner, 
which,  from  the  peculiar  state  of  his  health,  had 
perhaps  more  the  appearance  of  excitement  in  it 
than  was  really  intended.  When  he  mude  use 
of  the  word  "  smothered,"  he  did  pot  apply  it  to 
the  bill  itself,  but  to  the  mode  of  legislation  by 
which  "  smothered  cessions"  were  put  forth  in 
the  shape  of  grants. 

Mr.  KING  said  he  was  very  anxious  that 
■ome  provision  should  be  made  by  which  this 
work  might  be  carried  into  operation;  but  he 
confessed  that  the  arguments  made  use  of  by  the 
friends  of  the  bill  were  very  much  weakened  by 
the  arguments  of  the  Senator  from  North  Caro- 
lina, [Mr.  Hatwood.]  The  Senator  was  correct 
in  regard  to  the  work.  That  was  not  the  most 
important  consideration.  If  all  the  lands  which 
it  was  prooosed  the  canal  should  run  through 
were  already  sold,  or  the  greater  part  of  them  en- 
tered) (here  was  nothing  to  operate  upon.  It  had 
been  reilarated  in  the  Senate  that  the  alternate 
sections  of  land  which  the  bill  proposed  to  set 
apart  for  the  use  of  the  Government  would  bring 
more  money  into  the  Treasury  than  the  whole 
would  }(  no  improvements  were  mode.  Now, 
he  would  like  to  know  whether  most  of  these 
lands  had  not  actually  been  disposed  of.'  If  so, 
how  could  the  Government  derive  advantage  by 
any  reservation?  If  it  was  to  be  at  the  expense 
of  the.  work,  it  would  be  much  better  that  so 
much  land  should  be  set  apart  for  these  improve- 
ments. The  best  policy  would  be  to  make  a  grant 
at  once. 

He  would,  therefore,  suggest  to  the  eentle'men 
who  were  in  favor  of  passing  the  bin,  that,  in 
order  to  understand  precisely  what  they  were 
doing,  it  should  be  suffered  to  lie  over,  in  order 
that  they  might  obtain  information  from  the  Lanil 
Office  as  to  the  quantity  of  lands  sold  or  remain- 
ing unsold,  on  tlie  whole  range  through  which 
the  earrnl  is  to  run,  and  the  rivers  to  be  improved. 
He  was  unwilling  to  vote  on  the  proposition  of 
the  honorable  Senator  from  North  tJarolina,  [Mr. 
Hjltwood,]  being  in  favor  of  some  action  which 


would  catry  into  operation  the  contemplated 
work.  Hb  trusted  bis  friend  from  North  Caro- 
lina would  withdraw  his  motion  for  indefinite 
postponement,  till  the  Senator  from  New  York 
[Mr.  ^allhadqe]  should  have  an  opportunity  of 
obtaining  the  necessary  information  in  relation  to 
the  sole  of  these  lands. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  withdrew  his  motion;  and, 
on  motion  o~f  Mr.  KING,  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  was  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

THE  COMPROMISE  ACT. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  addressed  the  Senate  during 
two  hours  and  a  half  in  reply  to  Mr.  Evans's 
remarks  of  Monday  and  Tuesday  last.  He  stated 
that  in  addressing  the  Senate  a  second  time  on 
this  great  question,  he  could  give  the  most  sin- 
cere assurance  that  no  consideration  but  that  of 
its  acknowledged  magnitude,  and  the  deep  inter- 
est which  a  large  portion  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States  felt  in  it,  together  with  his  own 
profound  sense  of  the  responsibility  of  the  station 
which  he  now  occupied,  and  the  duty  which  he 
owed  to  his  constituents,  could  have  induced  him 
to  trespass  thus  far  on  the  time  and  patience  of 
the  Senate.  He  regretted  the  necessity  imposed 
upon  him,  for  many  considerations;  among  which 
he  admitted  was  the  embarrassing  one  in  allusion 
to  which  the  Senator  from  Maine  had  laid  down 
the  maxim  that  truth  is  eternal;  that  the  same 
truths  are  involved  in  this  question  now  that  were 
twentjp years  ago;  and  that  it  was  impossible  for 
any  human  mind,  however  gifted,  to  present  new 
arguments,  where  the  arguments  which  preceded 
had  been  exhibited  in  such  a  variety  of  forms. 
He  felt  the  embarrassment  growing  out  of  this 
state  of  things;  for  he  could,  with  the  utmost 
sincerity,  say  that  if  there  were  any  one  thing 
more  disagreeable  to  him  than  another,  it  was, 
in  addition  to  the  repetition  of  his  own  ideas, 
to  be  obliged  to  repeat  the  ideas  of  another  per- 
son. And  he  knew  that  he  could  say  nothing 
now  that  he  had  not  repeatedly  said  ten  years 
ago,  in  the  other  bran<!h  of  legislation,  as  well  as 
out  of  it.  He  was,  therefore,  conscious  that 
whatever  he  might  say,  would  revolve  on  the 
Senate  like  a  twice-told  tale,  vexing  the  ear  of  a 
drowsy  man.  He  would,  however,  endeavor  to 
address  the  Senate  with  as  much  brevity  as  was 
consistent  with  the  great  interests  involved  in  this 
question.  .^ 

Mr.  McD.  then  proceeded  to  review  the  re- 
marks of  the  Senator  from  Maine  in  the  order  in 
which  they  were  presented.  He  regretted  that 
when  that  Senator  had  laid  down  for  his  rule  of 
argument  the  inductive  process  of  reasoning  by 
which  Lord  Bacon  superseded  the  syllogistic  sys- 
tem of  the  ancient  philosophers,  he  aid  not  adhere 
more  closely  to  it  m  the  progress  of  his  remarks. 
Had  the  Senator  studied  more  attentively  the  in- 
ductive system,  he  would  have  found  that  its  aims 
and  object  were  to  collect  from  all  ages  and  all 
climates  such  an  amount  of  facts  as  would  enable 
the  true  philosopher  to  lay  down  laws  of  eternal 
truth  with  regard  to  things  within  the  compass 
of  human  knowledge,  as  immutable  as  those  by 
which  the  great  universe  was  governed  by  the 
great  fountun  of  truth  and  justice.  Lord  Bacon 
had  laid  the  foundation  of  that  system  of  political, 
economy  which,  some  hundred  and  fifty  years 
after  bis  time,  was  matured  and  given  to  (he  world 
'  by  a  very  celebrated  Scotch  philosopher,  Adam 
^  Smith.  The  great  principles  of  political  economy, 
I  established  by  tlie  tatter,  had,  for  the  last  fifty  or 
I  sixty  years,  undergone  the  most  rigid  examina- 
tion of  philosophers  and  statesmen,  and  yet  re- 
mained unchanged  and  unchangeable.  It  was 
upon  these  principles  that  he  Iie^  rested  his  as- 
sertions, (so  slightingly  alluded  to  as  "theories" 
by  the  Senator  from  Maine,)  that  what  you  add  in 
duty  to  an  imported  article  enhances  its  price; 
and  that  it  is  no  more  the  interest  of  a  nation  than 
of  an  individual  to  make  for  itself  everything  it 
consumes,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  exchanges  with 
other  nations ;  referring  to  Adam  Smith's  illustra- 
tion of  every  man  being  his  own  laborer,  me- 
chanic, artisan,  &c.;  the  result  of  which  would 
be  that  he  must  become  "Jack  of  all  trades,  and 

food  at  none."  The  doctrine  laid  down  by  Adam 
mith  for  nations  was  drawn  from  that  which 
was  best  for  individuals;  and  that  was,  for  every 
man.  to  sell  all  liiat  he  could  make  or  produce, 
better  or  cheaper  than  others;  and  buy  of  others 
all  he  Wanted,  which  they  could  make  better  and 


cheaper  than  he  could  himself.  And  yet  this  was 
the  doctrine  which  he  had  laid  down  in  relation 
to  the  exports  and  imports  of  this  country;  and 
against  this  great  truth,  war  had  been  waged  by 
the  manufacturersof  this  country  and  their  nriends 
ever  since  this  protective  tariff  system  commenced. 
When  they  could  not  meet  the  great  truth  of  this 
principle  face  to  face,  they  attempted  to  sneer  it 
down  by  calling  it  a  "theory."  To  prove  it  a 
"theorji"  in  the  sense  with  which  they  wished  to 
stigmatize  it,  they  showed  their  ability  for  home 
manufacture,  bf  manufacturing  facts  to  suit  their 
purpose.  No  people  on  the  foce  of  the  earth  could 
compete  with  them  io  that  species  of  mannfae- 
ture;  they  wanted  no  protection  for  it,  for  thejr 
could  out-manufacture  all  the  world  in  the  fabri- 
cation of  "facts,"  in  support  of  their  system  of 
enriching  their  own  pockets,  by  draining  the 
pockets  of  the  rest  of  tne  community. 

The  next  topic  to  which  Mr.  McD.  alluded  waa 
the  doctrine  of  the  Senator  from  Maine,  of  doing 
away  with  poverty  by  refusing  to  lighten  the  bur- 
dens of  the  people,  by  taking  off  taxation.  The 
Senator  seemed  to  think  that  Congress  was  en- 
dowed with  some  magic  power  of  legislation,  and 
that  they  could  pass  an  act  setting  forth  "  Be  it 
enacted,  &e.,  that  from  and  afier  the  1st  of  July 
next,  all  poverty  shall  cease  in  the  United  States;  ' 
and  that  forthwith  indigence  would  vanish,  and 
affluence  take  its  place.  What  could  Congreaa 
give,  that*it  had  not?  Could  the  General  Govern- 
ment, acknowledged  to  be  as  poor  as  a  church 
mouse,  bestow  on  the  pt>or  wealth  it  had  not  to 
give.'  Would  mere  words  do  it .'  But  the  Gen- 
eral Government  could  do  much  to  relieve  those 
it  has  impoverished  by  its  mischievous  and  ini- 
quitous legislation;  it  could  recall  its  oppressive 
and  unjust  enactments,  by  which  one  portion  of 
the  people,  and  that  vastly  the  largest,  was  mada 
tributary  to  another.  Iteould  unshackle  industry 
that  it  had  bound  and  prostrated ;  it  could  set  that 
industry  free,  end  give  all  an  equal  chance  to  use 
to  the  best  advantage  the  means  and  advantases 
that  nature,  soil,  and  climate  gave  them.  All  this 
it  could  do  by  restoring  the  fruition  of  natural 
rights  to  those  it  had  wantonly  and  oppressively 
debarred  from  enjoying  it.  Thei — and  he  spoke 
of  the  farmers  of  the  southwest  and  planters  of 
the  south — did  not  want  any  protection.  They 
only  claimed  impartial  legislation,  and  to  be  left 
free  to  take  the  fruits  of  their  toil  and  industry  to 
the  best  market,  to  buy  what  they  wanted  in  ex- 
change at  the  cheapest  market. 

In  alluding  to  the  quotation  made  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  IVfaine  from  the  statistics  o(  England, 
showing  that  of  f260,000,000  of  manufactures  in 
England,  she  consumed  |130,000,000  herself,  and 
of  tlie  part  exported  only;  sent  110,000,000  to  this 
country,  Mr.  McD.  admitted  that  this  one  twen- 
ty-sixth would  have  no  greater  effect  on  prices  in 
England  than  that  of  a  twenty-sixth  portion;  but 
lie  contended  that  the  opening  of  a  free  exchange 
of  the  raw  cotton  of  this  country  for  the  manu- 
factured cotton  of  England  would  greatly  extend 
the  capacity  of  England  to  supply  the  world  mon 
largely  with  her  manufactures,  and  that  thereby 
her  market  for  our  cotton  would  become  more 
extensive — exports  larger. 

He  pointed  out  the  absurdity  of  the  principle 
assumed  as  a  fundamental  principle  by  the  man- 
ufacturers that,  tn  raising  a  duty,  the  foreign  man- 
u  faclure  is  made  to  bear  part  of  the  burden .  Carry 
out  the  principle,  and  what  would  it  lead  to,  but 
that  it  would  be  best  to  so  contrive  our  taxation 
as  to  make  foreign  nations  pay  it  all } — put  all  the 
burden  of  ourtaxation  on  the  people  of  other  coun- 
tries? Suppose  it  is  attempted;  will  not  these 
other  nations  retaliate,  by  putting  the  burden  of 
their  taxes  on  us  ?  Then,  we  refuse  to  pay  their 
taxes,  and  forthwith  they  refuse  to  pay  ours; 
there  is  an  end  to  all  interchange  of  commodities 
till  both  agree  Io  pay  their  own  taxes  themselves. 

If  a  system  of  this  kind  were  at  all  practicable, 
it  would  break  down  any  Government  in  twenty 
years  that  should  depend  on  it;  the  corruptions 

trowing  out  of  it  would,  in  themselves,  break  it 
own, as  did  those  of  the  Roman  empire,  when  she 
was  sunk  by  the  treasuresof  which  she  despoiled 
the  nations  around  her. 

The  Senator  from  Maine  had  asked  who  were 
to  become  consumers  of  forty  millions  of  foreign 
goods  brought  into  this  market  under  low  duties? 
He  seemed  to  ask  the  question  as  if  there  were 
no  consumers  in  this  country  but  manufaolurere. 
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The  answer  to  liis  question  was  vqry  plain:  re- 
liovc  ilio  mass  of  tlic  people  from  tJie  burdens 
imposed  on  them  to  support  a  favored  class,  and 
leave  tliem  free  to  enjoy  all  the  advantages  of  soil, 
productiveness,  and  climate  which  they  possess, 
and  they  will  become  the  consumers. 

Mr.  McD.  next  took  in  hand  the  argument  of 
the  Senatorfrom  Maine,  that  the  resultof  the  act 
of  1843  was  a  diminution  of  prices.  Mr.  McD. 
insisted  that  prices  had  risen  and  keen  rising;  but 
be  was  interrupted  by  - 

Mr.  EVANS,  who  said  he  meant  that  the  first 
effects  of  the  act  were  to  diminish  prices;  but, 
when  its  full  operation  revived  the  prosperity  of 
tlic  country,  the  improved  condition  of  the  con- 
sumers would  have  the  tendency  toenhance  prices. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  proceeded  with  his  argument; 
in  the  course  of  which  he  attributed  the  rise  in 
the  price  of  cotton  in  England,  not  to  the  cfiects 
of  the  lariiT  law  of  this 'Country,  but  to  the  fact 
that  it  had  been  ascertained  there  would  be  a  great 
falling  off  in  the  cotton  crop  here;  tliat,  instead  of 
twenty-four  million,  it  would  hardly  reach  eigh- 
teen million;  he  believed  himself  not  sixteen  mil- 
lion. This  was  what  bad  advanced  the  price  of 
cotton  in  En!;land. 

This  tariiT  law,  it  was  well  known,  was  con- 
cocted by  speculators;  and  the  manner  in  which 
they  carried  it  through  the  committees  was  well 
understood.  Each  sent  in  his  scrap  of  paper,  not 
asking  for  a  uniform  duty,  but  for  a  discriminat- 
ing duty  here,  and  a  protective  duty  there,  and  a 
minimum  duty  elsewhere.  The  moment  they  had 
arranged  all  this,  they  abandoned  the  Halls  of 
Congress,  and  rushed  to  reap  the  harvest  of  tbeir 
speculations.  Some  made  their  $100,000  each — 
some  more,  some  less.  And,  as  to  the  profits  of 
inaDufacturers,  he  imagined  they  were  enormous 
enougb— enormous  when  compared  with  the  iii- 
tereston  capital  in  the  South  and  South  west;  which 
he  believed  did  not  exceed  five  percent.;  at  least 
he  knew  that  was  more  than  was  realised  by  the 
planters-of  South  Carolina,  unless  in  instances  of 
ereat  fertility  of  soil  or  other  advantages.  But 
lie  had  the  best  of  information  that  the  manufac- 
turers of  Massachusetts  were  dividing  twenty  per 
cent.,  and  in  soma  instances  laying  by  a  surplus 
fund  besides.  This  was  the  result  of  partial  legis- 
lation. 

After  having  gone  through  the  principal  topics 
of  the  speech  of  the  Senator  from  Maine,  and 
answered  them  individually,  Mr.  McD.  proceeded 
to  take  a  more  enlarged  view  of  the  general  bear- 
ings and  principles  of  that  Senator's  remarks. 
He  dwelt  on  the  capabilities  of  England  for  be- 
coming the  manufacturer  for  the  world,  growing 
out  of  her  dense  populatiou,  cheapness  o(  labor, 
abundance  of  money  to  be  employed  at  low  inter- 
est, &c.  He  showed  that,  with  China  and  India 
now  open  to  her,  she  could  consume  all  the  cotton 
this  Union  might  produce,  if  she  could  exchange 
her  manufactures  for  the  raw  material.  The  de- 
mand throughout  the  world  would  increase  for 
her  manufactures,  and  that  would  create  a  corre- 
sponding demand  for  our  cotton. 

He  adverted  to  the  decline  of  commerce,  and 
traced  its  causes  to  the  tariff  system.  He  showed 
that,  at  one  of  the  earliest  conventions  of  this 
Government  at  Annapolis,  there  was  the  greatest 
solicitude  evinced  for  preserving  and  encouraging 
our  fsrcign  commerce,  which  showed  that  such 
was  the  design  of  the  framers  of  the  Constitution. 
He  showed  uiat,  if  this  Union  were  divided  into 
three  confederations — the  north  and  northeast  as 
one,  the  southwest  as  another,  and  the  southern 
Slates  as  another-ythe  manufacturing  States  could 
not  adhere  to  the  protective  system  one  year. 
They  would  have  no  revenue,ana  would  be  driven 
to  direct  taxation;  whereas  the  southern  confed- 
eration would  become  the  importing  States,  re- 
ceiving in  exchange  foreign  manufactures  for  their 
rice,  cotton,  tobacco,  and  sugar;  that  the  south- 
western confederation  would  be  exchangers  with 
the  southern  confederation  of  their  products  for 
the  products  of  Europe;  for  they  never  would  be 
ao  foolish  as  to  buy  of  the  New  England  confed- 
eration its  manufactures  at  forty  per  cent,  higher 
in  price  than  need  be  paid  for  the  same  goods  in 
the  southern  confederation.  The  South  would 
very  soon  export  ^100,000,000,  and  receive  back 
(1^,000,000  in  imports,  on  which  a  duty  of  ten 
per  cent,  would  yield  $12,000,000  of  revenue  for 
the  government  of  the  confederation.  The  north- 
ern confederation  would  not,  at  the  same  time, 


either  export  or  import  $15,000,000,  and  could 
hardly  realize  $3,000,Q00of  revenue.  In  ten  years 
there  would  be  such  a  dilTerence  that  a  person 
absent  so  long  returning,  would  be  struck  with 
the  change  in  the  condition  of  these  sections  of 
country.  The  West  he  would  see  grown  up  into 
a  great  and  flouriahingempire;  the  South  the  scat 
of  commerce  and  the  arts;  the  great  ciiies  of  Boa- 
ton  and  New  York  rebuilt  in  Charleston  and  Now 
Orleans,  and  more  ilourishing  than  in  their  ori- 
ginal, uncongenial  climates.  But  in  New  England 
he  would  find  the  prosperity,  comforts,  wealth, 
&c.,  resulting  from  partial  legislation  all  gone: 
houses  falling  to  ruin,  cities  deserted,  furniture 
selling  by  auction,  and  all  the  indications  of  indi- 
gence prevailing.  On  asking  how  came  all  this, 
ue  could  be  answered:  not  by  any  act  of  injustice 
or  oppression,  but  by  repealing  unjust  or  oppres- 
sive laws;  by  letting  industry  seek  its  own  level, 
and  pursue  its  own  advantages  in  its  own  way, 
without  dependence  on  bounties  or  Government 
for  its  support. 

After  a  series  of  striking  and  eloquent  illustra- 
tions of  this  nature,  (here  briefly  and  imperfectly 
sketched,)  Mr.  McD.  concluded  by  admonishing 
the  friends  of  the  protective  system  that  there 
was  a  point  l<eyond  which  oppression  would  not 
be  endured,  even  by  the  most  enslaved  commu- 
nity in  the  world. 

Mr.  EVANS  said  he  was  extremely  weary  of 
the  subject;  but  as  the  Senator  from  South  Car- 
olina had  not  entirely  comprehended  a  poction  of 
bis  remarks,  and  had  also  opened  one  or  two  new 
views,  he  desired  to  make  some  reply.  •  He  felt 
unwilling,  from  the  manner  in  which  the  Senator 
had  presented  the  subject,  that  the  discussion 
should  close  there.  He  proposed  to  occupy  the 
time  of  the  Senate  a  little  longer;  and  if  it  was 
agreeable  to  Senators,  would  move  to  postpone 
the  subject  till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  made  some  remarks  not  dis- 
tinctly heard. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  said  that  there  were  several 
Senators  who  wished  to  discuss  the  subject;  and 
if  the  Senator  was  not  then  prepared  to  go  on, 
some  other  Senator  Would. 

Mr.  EVANS  supposed  the  understanding  of 
the  Senate  was,  that  the  discussion  of  the  merits 
of  the  question  should  terminate  with  the  speech 
oT  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina;  when  the 
vote  would  betaken  on  the  preliminary  question. 
If  there  were  any  Senators  who  wished  to  dis- 
cuss the  preliminary  question — the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Senate  over  revenue  bills — they  could  do  so. 

Mr.  MERRICK  said  that  it  was  not  a  proper 
time  then  for  any  gentleman  to  commence  a 
speech.  He  hoped  the  subject  would,  therefore, 
be  passed  over  informally,  and  that  the  Senate 
would  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  executive 
business. 

Mr.  ARCHER  said  he  was  desirous,  himself, 
to  go  into  executive  session,  but  it  was  suggested 
on  all  sides  that  it  was  too  Ute  to  do  so  then;  he 
therefore  moved  that  the  Senate  adjourn. 

Mr.  MERRICK  said  there  were  several  mea- 
aoges  to  be  referred  in  executive  session,  which 
would  take  but  a  few  minutes. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  said  there  were  several  Sen* 
ators  around  him  who  were  desirous  to  know  if 
the  debate  was  to  be  reopened  on  the  merits  of 
the  question  ? 

Mr.  ARCHER  said  he  >vould  certainly  renew 
bis  motion,  which  he  intercepted  the  oliier  day 
to  enable  the  honorable  Senator  from  South  Car- 
olina [Mr.  McDopfie]  to  reply  to  the  Senator 
from  Maine.  He  was  personally  resolved  that 
this  discussion — which  he  deemed  to  be  idle,  im- 
proper, and  irregular,  becauseoutof  time— should 
not  go  on,  without  an  attempt  to  stop  it.  It  was 
not  in  their  constitutional  competency  to  entertain 
the  subject  which  was  debated.  He  should,  there- 
fore, after  the  Senatorfrom  Maine  had  concluded 
his  remarks,  certainly  renew  his  motion. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  moved  that  the  resolutions 
of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  for  the  indefinite 
postponement  of  Mr.  McDuffib's  bill,  be  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  question  was  put,  and  decided  in  the  neg- 
ative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  the  subject  was 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

EXECUTIVE  SESSION. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  considera- 


tion of  executive  business;  and  after  a  short  fime 
spent  therein,  the  doors  were  reopened,  and  the 
Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
MoNDAT,  January  39,  1844. 

The  Journal  having  been  read, 

Mr.  DANA  asked  leave  to  preaenta  memorial 
on  the  subject  of  the  reduction  of  postage. 

The  SPEAKER  remarked  that  this  day  was 
assigned  by  the  rules  for  calling  on  the  States  for 
resolutions. 

Mr.  LEVY  submitted  the  following;  which 
was  agreed  to: 

Raolvtd,  That  the  Committee  oa  Naval  Amtira  liu|aira 
into  Uie  propriety  of  making  tbe  uiuaI  provisinn  for  the  re- 
lief nf  ihc  surviving  repreKntatives  of  the  ofBcers  aud  crevr 
lost  in  tliu  United  State*  Klinonur  Sea  Gull. 

Mr.  HUNT,  of  Michigan,  submitted  the  fol- 
iQwiiig;  which  was  agreed  to: 

ResolBcdj^ixal  llie  Committee  on  Com  inerce  Ik  initructed 
to  inquire  into  tlie  expediency  of  reporting  an  anpropriation 
for  tile  erection  of  a  light-house  at  the  mouth  of  the  CUotoa 
river,  on  Lalte  St.  Clair,  in  tbe  Slate  of  Michigan. 

Mr.  McClelland  submitted  the  follow- 
ing; which  was  agreed  to: 

ReioUed,  That  Uie  Commitiaa  on  Roads  and  Canals  b« 

initructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  o(  reporting  aa 
appropriation  for  removing  the  tmr  and  olMtrucliona  at  tlie 
month  of  the  Clinton  river,  on  Lake  St.  Clair,  in  tbe  State 
of  Michigan. 

Mr.  DELLET  submitted  the  following: 
Rtsolcei,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Pnn 
Uoads  inqtiire  if  any  person  or  penons  have,  in  opposition 
to  the  laws  of  the  united  Slates,  esublislicd  olBce*,  and 
provided  conveyances  for  transporting  letteri,  papers,  ojid 
other  mail  matter,  in  violation  of  the  rpgnlntifins  adopted 
liy  Cnngress  Oom  lime  to  time  for  the  government  of  tbe 
post  offices  of  the  United  States;  and  repon  to  Uiis  Uooae 
Iba  result  of  Uieir  inqulir. 

Mr.  RELFE  submitted  the  following;  which 
was  agreed  to: 

Rttolvei,  Tliat  tlie  Committee  on  (be  Post  Office  and  ton 
Roods  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  «9tati- 
lishing  a  post  route  from  New  Madrid,  in  Missouri,  to 
Oieola,  in  the  county  of  Mississippi,  in  Arkansas. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Illinois,  olTered  the  follow- 
ing: 

itnolvef.  That  the  Committee  on  Naral  Affairs  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  provisiona 
for  an  e.vauiination  of  the  harbors  of  Alton,  Chester,  and 
Cairo,  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  aud  St.  Louis,  in  the  State  of 
Missouri,  in  connection  wiUi  the  harbor  of  Mempllis,  in  the 
Smte  of  Tennessee,  and  such  other  points  as  they  may  deem 
expedient,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  tlie  most  eligible  site  for 
establishing  a  naval  depot  and  yard  for  the  building  and  re- 
pairing steamships,  and  oUier  vessels  nf  war. 

Raalved,  That  tbe  Committee  on  Naval  Atiilirs  be  In- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  esiablisliing  a 
marine  bospiul  at  tbe  junction  of  tbe  Mississippi  and  Obio 
rivers. 

Raolcei,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be  requested  to  in- 
form Ibis  House  tbe  reasons  why  tbe  biennial  register  haa 
not  been  delivered  In  coaformily  to  law,  and  wbea  tbe  da- 
livery  thereof  may  bo  expected. 

Mr.  FICKLIN  ofiered  the  following;  which 
was  agreed  to: 

Jtesoised,  That  the  Seereury  of  War  report  to  thu  Hooaa 
tbe  amount  of  money  expended  in  each  of  tbe  States  of 
Maryland,  Pennsylvania,  Virginia,  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illi- 
nois, for  the  construction  of  the  Cumberland  road ;  and  the 
estimated  amount  necessary  to  complete  said  road  to  the 
city  of  Jeflersoo,  in  the  State  oT  Missouri ;  and  also,  iliat 
he  report  the  aroouut  of  tbe  two  per  cent  fund  wliich  luui 
accrued  in  each  nf  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Utlnota,  and 
Misaoari,  upon  tbe  sale*  ofpoblic  land*  within  their  respec- 
tive limiu;  and  also,  ilmt  tiM  Secreuiy  of  War  give  tala 
opinion  as  to  ibe  imponanee  of  said  road  to  tU*  country,  an 
a  military  post  rood. 

Mr.  HARDIN  submitted  the  following  joint 
resolution;  which  waa  read: 

AcsotMd  («  Ue  Sntatt  and  Hotut  of  RepretnttUvn  of 
tht  I/ailed  SMtss  of  Amtrica  in  Ctn/jca  munMei,  TItat 
there  ia  hereby  appropriated  the  sum  nf  (SU,000,  to  be  ex- 
pended under  tbe  direction  of  Uie  Secretary  of  tbe  Navy, 
(br  Ibe  purctiase  of  water-rotted  bemp  (br  the  use  of  %tw 
Navy  or  the  United  Suites,  of  whieb  sum  •30,00Q  shall  be 
expended  for  hemp  grown  in  tbe  Sute  of  Kentucky,  and 
tbe  remainder  for  hemp  erovirn  in  the  State*  of  Missouri 
and  Illinois,  and  the  Territory  of  Iowa. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Indiana,  moved  to  ainend 
the  resolution  by  inserting  the  State  of  Indiana; 
but  the  resolution  being  objected  to,  lies  over  for 
one  day. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  offered  tbe  following;  which 
was  agreed  to: 

JUsolved,  That  the  Committee  oa  Retrenchmeat  be  in- 
auucted  to  inquire  and  report  the  printing  done  for  eaeb  at 
the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  separstely.eachyearstoceilM 
4th  day  ofMarch,  1839;  the  names  of  Ibe  persons  by  whom 
tbe  Work  waa  done  each  year  for  eaeb  Bouse;  the  prices 
fixed  for  (he  work  by  the  law*  or  resolalions  in  force  at  tte 
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•PTrral  timra  Ihe  work  wna  eontractal  tn  h«  done ;  the 
rhnnffC!*,  if  Any,  mnde  in  i^ucli  prices  by  llie  Ittws  or  revola- 
liiiiH  insis  d  ndor'contrncu  fordoini*  the  work  were  en- 
tfred  into;  the  as^rcgatc  amount  of  the  ditft;reiicefl,  it' any, 
between  Uie  prices  actually  reci'ivcd  by  tlioM  who  did  the 
work  and  the  jtriccH  fixed  by  tbo  law^  or  resolulronii  under 
which  ihey  comraried  to  do  it ;  and  whether  there  have 
been  anv  violations  or  their  contrncts  or  any  impo«ition 
practiced  by  any  of  the  person*  who  contracted  to  do  the 
work  in  tlie  ciecuUon  or,  or  in  their  charges  for  tlie  work; 
and  if  so,  wlien,  by  wboo,  in  what  particular,  and  to  what 
amount. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Indiana,  offered  n  joint  res- 
olution to  fix  the  adjournment  of  the  present  aei- 
sion  of  Congress  on  Monday,  the  90th  day  of 
May  next.  • 

It  was  read  twice. 

Mr.  CRANSTON  mo»ed  to  trike  out  "  aOth," 
and  insert  *'  Isl;"  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  SPEAKER  put  the  question  on  the  reso- 
lution as  omended. 

Mr.  McDowell  aug^sted  another  amend- 
incnl,  by  adding  the  woi^s  "  provided  the  public 
business  will  permit." 

Mr.  SEYMOUR,  of  Connecticut,  thought  the 
resolution  was  premature. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  was  not  debatable. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR,  then,  would  move  to  lay  it 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  RHETT  inquired  if  it  would  not  go  over 
as  a  matter  of  course,  under  the  rule,  if  it  were 
oLjectrd  to;  and  being  answered  in  the  affirma- 
tive, he  objected.  * 

Mr.  lil^NLEY  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rules,  so  that  the  resolution  could  be  acted  upon 
now. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  suggested  to  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana,  that  the  same  vole  wonld.take  the 
resolution  from  the  tabic,  that  would  be  required 
to  suspend  the  rules. 

The  motion  to  suspend  was,  however,  persisted 
in,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  and 
ordered,  and  they  resulted — yeas  115,  nays  59; 
so  t)ie  rules  were  not  suspended,  two  thirds  not 
voting  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  T.  SMITH,  certain  papers 
were  taken  from  the  files  of  the  House. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  by  leave,  introduced  the 
following  resolution;  which  was  agreed  to: 

Tlttotttij  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Trcaftury  be  required 
to  report  to  uiis  House  wlint  amount  the  disuict  attorneys, 
clerk*  or  the  district  and  circuit  courts,  and  ranrEihnlsortlie 
•everal  districts  of  the  United  dtates  have  returned  to  the 
Tresaury  Department  since  March,  1641,  as  having  been. 
received  by  theio  respectively  for  fees  and  cuinluroeifts 
each  year ;  wliat  amount  each  has  retaineil  for  cnmiicnsa- 
tioo  to  deputies,  and  what  amount  for  othce  nnd  oiher  ex- 
penaes,  and  what  amount  for  themselves,  each  year;  also, 
at  what  lime  each  annual  return  i«  required  to  b«  made  by 
these  several  officers. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  C.  B.  SMITH,  it  was 
Remhei,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  tile  expediency  of  providing,  by 
law,  that  all  persons  who  enlisted  in  the  United  States 
Anny  l>etween  the  year  1^18  and  tlie  commencement  of 
the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  and  servrd  for  n  period  of 
five  years,  and  received  a  rettular  discharge,  shall  receive 
a  quantity  of  iwnnty  land  equal  to  that  given  to  those  who 
enlisted  iluring  tile  war,  and  served  for  a  period  of  three 
yenra. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SAMPLE,  it  was 
R€$etc«d,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaurybe  required 
to  lay  liefore  this  Houiis  a  statement,  in  a  tabular  form, 
abAwing  the  qyantity  of  potatoes  and  wheat  imported  into 

tfaia  enantry  for  each  year  separately,  from  the  year to 

1&43,  both  inclusive ;  and  fmai  what  countries  they  have 
been  imported,  and  the  amnniit  from  each  country  ;  and 
altfo  Ki  wlMt  duties'  they  were  respectively  aubject  for  each 
j««r. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HOPKINS,  it  was 
ne>«lr«i.  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  In- 
•tnycted  tn  inquire  into  the  expediency  and  propriety  of  re- 
arranging the  district  and  circuit  courts  of  the  United  Sutes 
in  ttie  Stole  of  Virginia. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  it  was 
Resoleeit.  That  the  Committee  on  the  Poki  Office  and 
PA«t  Rnada  be  instmeted  in  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
rslablishinf  a  poat  route  from  Moorsville,  in  Morgan  county, 
Jodiana,  by  Uie  way  of  Wadesvillc.  in  Owen  county;  thence 
to  Mill  Green;  thence  to  upper  fkllsof  Eel  river;  thence  to 
Samuel  Kaufman's;  and  thence  tn  Dyer  post  office,  in 
Clay  county;  and  that  they  also  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ei»ey  of  establishing  a  post  route  froin  Mount  Pleasant,  in 
Martin  county,  by  way  of  ilarrisBvillc,  in  said  county,  to 
IS«!dford,  Lawrence  county,  Indiana. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  of  Indiana,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing resolution;  which  was  considered  and 
agreed  to: 

JttsoUtd,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Bonds  l»e  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
establishing  a  dally  line  of  fnur-liorse  post  mail  stages  from 
Lnaisville,  Keniacky,  by  the  way  of  Salem,  DIoomington, 
Cloverdale,  Putuamvillc  ,  Greencaatle,  Porkersburg,  and 


Crawfnrdsville,  to  Laftyette,  tadiana,  and  to  report  by  liilt  | 
or  otherwise. 

Mr.  McDowell  moved  llie  following  reso- 
lution; which  was  read;  and  debate  arising  there- 
on, it  was  laid  over,  under  the  rule: 

Jteselred,  Tltat  the  Committee  on  Kevolutinnary  Pen- 
aiona  be  inatructed  tn  report  tn  this  House  a  bill  providing 
penaions  for  the  surviving  Indian-fightera  who  were  en- 
gaged in  the  Indian  war  in  the  West  from  the  year  1783  to 
the  treaty  of  Greenville,  in  the  year  1795;  and  that  the 
same  ennform,  in  its  principles  and  provisions,  with  tlioaa 
ant  Ibrth  in  the  bill  reported  to  this  House  by  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Wbllkr,  of  Ohio,  some  Uiue  since,  and  referred  by  them 
to  said  cumraiilee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  POTTER,  of  Ohio,  it  was 
Aeialeni,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lnnds  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  appropriating  Itie 
refuse  and  unsold  Congreaa  lands  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  not 
embraced  in  the  alternate  canal  sections  granted  to  the  State 
of  Ohio  for  the  purpose  of  draining  and  oUierwiae  improv- 
ing said  lands. 

Mr.  BLACK  WELL  offered  the  following; 
which  was  read:  ' 

Rttattti,  Tliat,  from  and  after  the  Hiat  Mondav  in  Feb- 
ruary next,  this  House,  when  it  odjouras,  will  adjourn  tn 
meet  at  eleven  o'clock,  a.  ro. 

Mr.  BLACK,  of  Georgia,  moved  tn  strike  oat 
eleven,  a.  m.,  and  insert  three,  p.  m.;  which 
amendment  giving  rise  to  debate,  the  resolution 
was  laid  over. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ASHE,  it  was 

Rtnhtd,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be  In- 
atructed In  inquire  into  thcnxpediency  of  establiflihiga  ma- 
rine hospital  at  tlie  city  of  Meuiphis,  in  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SENTER,  by  leave,  it  was 
Rmlted,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Stales  be  re- 
quested to  furnish  this  House  a  copy  of  the  report  of  Major 
Geitcml  Gaines  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated  October  10, 
1843.  together  witti  a  copy  of  the  loner  of  the  Second  Contp- 
Iniller  to  (Jiiplain  J.  B.Grayi^n,  United  States  Army,  dated 
April  7, 1843;  tlie  latter  being  necessary  to  an  explanaUon 
of  the  loriner. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  A.  JOHNSON,  it  was 
Aesolecd,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  ini^truetrd  t<i  inquire  into 
tlie  expediency  of  entabli^hing  a  mail  route  from  Rogers- 
ville.  ill  H.iwkins  enunly,  to  itusselville,  in  Jeffernon  coun- 
ty, I'eniiessec ;  and  Uiat  they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill 
or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CULLO.M,  it  was 
Aesofred,  That  the  t.'ommittee  on  Invalid  Pen«ion«  lie 

inntriicti'd  to  inquire  into  tlie  cxptfdieiicy  ol'proviilin^,  byn 
general  law,  for  placing  all  such  p«r.-oiis  on  the  [)iMi!«inn  roll 
as,  in  their  opinion,  are  entitled  In  relief,  vn  ns  to  supercede 
in  future  tlie  necesaiiy  of  special  enactments  fur  the  beneflt 
of  those  who  have  been  disabled  in  llie  Army  of  ttic  United 
States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  C.  J6HNS0N,  by  leave,  it 
was 

Retolvti^  Tliat  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  directed  to 
info-m  thi.-*  Ilou*e  of  tjie  quiintity  of  old  iron,  copper,  or 
other  materials,  which  has  lieeii  collected  uiid  sold,  at  the 
several  navy-yards  witliin  the  last  twelve  mnniha ;  at  wlMt 
yard  ;  the  amount  of  s,ilcs  ;  whether  sotil  for  ca^h  or  on 
credit;  the  names  of  the  purchaserx,  and  their  places  of 
residence;  and  in  what  manner  the  proceeds  have  been  dis- 
posed of;  and  by  what  auUiority,  or  under  what  law,  the 
same  has  be*:n  done. 

Mr.  TIBBATTS  offered  the  following  joint 
resolution;  whidi  lies  over  one  day: 

Reiolved  Av  '^e  Seuat*  and  Ilouae  of  ReprttenialUtt  of 
tie  United  Statet  of  Jimeriea  in  Confess  auemldody  That 
tlie  benefit  of  nn  act  entitled  *'  An  act  granting  half  pay  and 
pensions  to  certain  widows,"  approved  July  7,  183S,  shall 
not  be  withheld  from  any  widow  whose  liuslraird  has  died 
since  the  passage  of  said  act,  au  who  shall  hereafler  die,  if 
said  widow  shall  otherwise  be  entitled  to  lb*  aame. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  6RIDER,  it  was 

Aesolred,  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  be  Instmeted  to 
Inquire  into  the  propriety  of  paying  to  Samuel  Perry  the 
amount  deducted  fnnn  a  freiglit  bill,  under  a  contract  with 
McClure  &  Co.,  for  transportation  of  Indian  stores,  and  an 
additional  .-iinonnt  claimed  for  detention,  and  the  expeuaes 
incurred  thereby. 

Mr.  BLACK,  of  Georgia,  asked  the  Clerk  to 
report  the  resolution  which  he  had  offered  on  Sat- 
unlay  last,  respecting  reporters,  as  a  resolution 
now  offered  by  him.  It  was,  he  said,  a  mere  res- 
olution of  inquiry  into  the  expediency  and  prac- 
ticability of  employing  a  corps  of  reporters  for 
the  House,  and  he  hoped  it  would  be  adopted. 

Mr.  PRICK  said  it  was  certainly  a  resolution 
of  inquiry,  but  of  that  kind  of  inquiry  which  he 
thought  ought  not  for  a  moment  to  oe  entertained. 

Mr.  BLACK  (debate  being  about  to  riae  upon 
it)  withdrew  the  resolution. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  6DRT,  it  was 

Resohwd,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Poat  Office  and 
Post  Roads  be  requested  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
establishing  a  post  route  from  Newberry  court-house,  in 
Newberry  disuict,  to  VVoodviUe,  in  Abbeville  district,  in  Uie 
Stale  ofSouili  Carolina. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  WOODWARD,  it  was 
lUtotvti,  That  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Library  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  purchasing  for 
the  library  of  Congress  the  library  of  the  late  Uugli  3.  Ls- 
gar4. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  offered  the  following  re*o> 
lution;  which  lies  over  one  day: 

JUteired,  (two  thirds  of  both  Houses  concurring,)  That 
the  following  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Unileil 
Stales  be  proposed  ;  which,  when  ratified  by  Uiree  fourth* 
of  the  Legislature*  of  the  several  States,  shall  be  valid  to  all 
intents  and  purposes  as  a  part  of  the  same; 

The  seventeenth  paragraph  of  the  eighth  section  of  the 
flrat  article  of  the  Coustiiution  shall  read  as  follows  : 

To  exercise  exclusive  legislation  in  all  eases  whatsoever 
over  the  buildings  and  grounds  owned  by  the  United  States 
within  tile  Dii«trictof  Columbia  ;  and  to  exercise  like  au- 
thority over  all  places  purchased  by  the  consent  of  the  Le- 
gifllninro  of  tiie  Stale  in  which  the  same  may  tie,  for  the 
erecting  of  forts,  ma^zines,  arsenals,  dock-yanis,  and  other 
needful  buildings ;  and  stiall,  by  law,  retrocede  to  the  States 
of  Maryland  and  Virginia  severally  all  righu  of  legislation 
over  other  parts  of  the  said  Disttict  heretofore  ceded  by  them 
respectively  to  Congres8,whenever  the  Legislatures  of  those 
Stales  shall  have  signified  a  wUliogneas  to  accept  the  same. 

Mr.  McKAY  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Retotvtd  ht  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repreaentative*  of 
tkt  Untied  Slate$  of  Atneriea  in  Congreu  auembM,  That 
from  tlie  price  of  all  printing  hereaAer  to  be  done  by  order 
of  either  HoiHe  of  Congress,  and  now  directed  4n  be  paid 
for  III  the  prices  e-itablished  by  the  Joint  resolution  tk  3d 
March,  1819,  there  shall  be  deilticted  fiiXeen  per  centum 
from  said  eritahlitfli- d  prices:  Procidedj  Tliat  uie  printing 
executed  for  the  House  of  Representatives  since  the  com- 
mencement <of  the  present  session  sliall  be  paid  for  at  thfl 
prieea  Axed  by  resolution  of  said  ilouse,sdopted  on  the  7lh 
ultimo. 

After  some  conversation  between  Messrs. 
CAMPBELL,  McKAY,  and  HOPKINS,  the 
previous  question  waa  seconded,  and  the  main 
question  ordered 

Mr.  SEYMOUR  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  main  question,  which  were  ordered;  and 
the  roll  bein:;  called,  the  result  was — yeas  131, 
nays  27;  as  follows:  \ 

NAYS— Messrs.  Atkinson,  Barringer,  Benton,  BMIack, 
i  James  Black,  Jamea  A.  Black,  Bbickwell,  Bonier,  Bower, 
Bowlin,  Boyd,  Jacob  BriiikerhotT,  Bnidliead.  Aaron  V. 
Brown,  Williutu  J.  Brown,  llurke.  Bun,  (*aldwell,  Cary, 
Catlin,  Reuben  Chnpinnii,  .\figU4tus  A.  Chanuiu^  Chap- 
pell,  CItiilnii,  Cobb,  Cole!*,  Cross,  Cullom,  Dna|^T>aniel, 
Rieliard  R.  Davis,  John  W.  Davis,  Bean,  Dellet,  Dickey, 
Dickinson,  Uillingtinin,  Douglas,  Dromgoolc,  Duncan,  Dun- 
Inp,  Elli-t,  Failee,  Foster,  French,  Frick,, Gilmer,  VVillia 
Green,  Uymni  Green,  Grider,  Hale,  Hninliii,  Haralson, 
Hays,  Ileiiley,  Merrick,  Hogc,  Hopkins,  Houston,  Hubard,  ' 
Iluhbcll,  Hughes,  lluiigerford,  James  B.  Hunt,  Charles  J. 
Ingersoll,  Jameson,  Cuve  Johnson,  Perley  B.  Johnson,  An- 
drew Jolini<oii,  George  W.  Jones,  Andrew  Kennedy,  Pres- 
ton King,  Kirkpatrick,  Labrniiche, Leonard, Lucas.Lump- 
kin,  McCau-ilen,  Alaelny,  McClelland.  MeConnell,  McKay, 
Mathews,  Jn^irpli  Morris,  Murphy,  Norris,  Owen,  Parraen- 
ter,  Payne.  Peyton.Einrry  D.  Poller, Pratt,  Purdy,  Bsplbun, 
David  S.  Rrid,  Ri-lle.  Rliett,  Rilter,  Rueers,  Rtlsiiill,  St. 
John, Sample,  Schrnck,  Scoter,  ThomasM.  Seymour, Da- 
vid L.  Seymour,  Simons,  Simpson,  SItdell.  John  T.  Smith, 
Thomas  Smith,  Caleb  B.  Smith,  Robert  SluHh,  8teeiiro<l, 
Sleuion,  John  Stewart,  Sliles,  Htrong,  Taylor,  Tlioniasson, 
'I'ihiKttts,  Tildeii,  Vaiinieter,  Whenlon,  White,  Williams, 
Wilkiiis,  Joeeiili  A.  Wright,  and  Yngt-  131. 

NAYS— .Messrs.  Adani^i,  Uelser,BuRington.Chilton,Col- 
lanier,  Cran!«lon,  Garrett  Davis,  Oeberry,  Fiiib,  Florence, 
Giddingi',  Griniiclt,  Hudson,  Washington  Hum,  Joseph  R. 
Iiigersoll,  Daniirl  P.  King,  Mcllvnine,  Marsh,  £dward  J. 
Morris,  Mo.«elcy,  Nrs,  Newton,  .Albert  Smith,  Stepbens, 
Summers,  Vance,  and  Wintlirop— ^. 

So  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  FRICK  then  moved  for  a  reconsideration 
of  the  vote  just  token,  but  the  motion  was  reject- 
ed. 

■  Mr.  STEENROD  offered  the  following;  which 
was  agreed  to: 

Reto/red,  Thai  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  be 
instructed  to  inquire  and  to  report  to  this  House — 

I.  What  relrenchnient,  ifany,  bosbeen  mndeintheez- 
pendittjre!*  of  the  Government  since  ihe  4th  day  of  March, 
1841 ;  and,  if  any,  in  what  such  reirenclimenis  consisted, 
to  what  amount  it  extended,  in  wliat  Department  or  branch 
of  the  public  service,  and  wlien  and  by  what  law  or  resolu- 
tions it  was  made. 

S.  What  was  the  diObrence  between  the  Income  and  the 
expenditures  of  Ihe  Government  for  the  fiscal  yew  imme- 
diately preceding  the  4lh  day  of  March,  1841,  and  what  has 
been  such  dilTereBce  for  each  of  l|ie  flscal  yean  since  that 
time. 

3.  What  were  the  appropriations  for  the  ordinary  aer- 
vices  of  the  Governmeiil  annually  for  tbc  two  years  imme- 
diately preceding  the  4ih  day  of  March,  1641,  and  annually 
for  the  two  years  since  the  4th  day  of  March,  1641. 

'4.  To  what  amount  the  taxes  upon  the  people  have  been 
increased  in  the  form  of  increased  tariirdutiea,^posad  by 
laws  passed  since  the  4ih  day  of  March,  1841,  giving  the 
result  of  the  comparison  between  the  laws  in  force  on  that 
day,  with  thgae  since  passed,  tn  detail,  and  In- the  aggregate, 
in  tabular  form. 

5.  What  waa  the  exact  amount  of  tbe  naiional  debt  on 
the  4th  day  of  March,  16  il ;  and  in  what  the  debt  consisted; 
also,  the  exact  aiuount  of  the  debt  at  tUia  time,  aod  in  wbot 
it  consists.  * 
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Mr.  TAYLOR  oflorec!  the  following;  wiiich 
\v>i*  ."^n'ci!  to: 

/.'•■*»/(.•'/.  T:mt  tlie  Comntincfi  «n  tin*  P»ft  Office  aorl 
I'o-l  K<t;i.ft  Im- (lirecli'd  M  iiiqiiin'  hilo  llin  c.xpr:!iciir>'  oi" 
i'*t;ih:j.lii::?a  mail  roiiie  from  Lum-yV creek, hi  ilic  couiiiy 
oi  Uurdy.  ill  the  Slate  **f  Virginia,  to  CrnU  Botuim,  hi  ilic 
cou^ify  nt' J't:iidtctoii«  tn  ihi*  sauic  Stale ;  and  ibat  tJicy  re- 
port by  bill  oroUicrwue. 

Mr.  HUBARO  offered  the  following;  which 
waft  ag^recti  to: 

HesoUtHj  That  tht*  Judiciary  Committee  be  innmclcd 
tn  iitqiiirc  und  report  to  tbiii  iloimet  as  far  as  prarticnble, 
ttie  uuiuIkt  or  perifuiii*  who  applied  for  (he  binieflt  nt'  tlic 
tatc  bankrupt  hiw ;  tlie  iiuitiber  who  were  diHcbargt'd  from 
thf*  payment  of  their  dcbtj  uuder  that  law;  the  iiuinhej-  to 
whom  i<ticli  di'^chitrgawas  n'ruKcil  by  the  courtja;  theiium- 
bi-r  fi[' npplteaiiln  titiH  ptriiding;  the  ng^rfgate  number  of 
Ibc  vfctUinra  {riven  in  by  the  upplicniii«;  tlie  as^rt'ipiie 
aimmiit  of  d)'bt«  given  in  by  ihem  ;  (lie  aggregate  nmouut 
i»r property  >urrendcr<'d  ;  ihc  asan-gate  per  pcittum  paid  on 
the  nssregaii' debts  given  in  iml  of  the  nggregiiie  property 
>urr«'uilered ;  and  the  nggregaie  eoiitii  Af  ilie  judicial  pni- 
cecdiiigM  had  under  the  law.  The  whole  of  the  above  facts 
to  be  arranged  in  tabular  form  by  Slates  and  Territories 
respectively. 

Mr.  ATrciNSONpiTuretl  the  following;  which 
WAS  agreed  to: 

Rtiolccd^  That  the  Si^retnrj'  of  the  Navy  be  requested  to 
inform  thi^  lloiitif  what  numlwr  t>f  marine)*  and  wiitchuien 
are  now  employrd  nt  the  re^^jiective  navy-yardo ;  whether 
llie  watchmen  are  manner  or  citizens;  the  amount  paid 
to  tite  watchmen  ;  if  ciiiLens,  by  %vhal  autUoriiy  they  are 
appointed,  and  by  whoni^  and  out  of  what  appropriation  are 
Ihey  (Mid.  Ai«o,  a  comparativo  statement,  tdiowiiit:  the 
diff-rence  between  the  |iay  of  the  waiclimen  now  employed 
and  of  marineit;  whetlier  there  hn^  been  property  stolen 
from  the  navy-yardd  in  oonaequence^  probably,  of  the  want 
of  autncieiit  ffuanli  etaiioned  within  the  t^aid  yarri^,  and 
what  urffl»<,  if  any,  the  wairhnien  carry  to  protect  the  pub- 
lic property ;  what  would  be  llie  probable  cost  of  |^all^-)l^^- 
tation  of  marines  frmn  one  yar  I  to  another  to  form  eu^rd-: 
for  sua  g<mig  ve^selK;  ami  wh.it  «mount  of  money,  if  miy, 
can  behaved  by  having  KUtTicicnt  ^uardxat  tlic  respective 
navy-y.inlij  to  meet  ruch  emergencies ;  and  al«o,  whether 
it  wtmM  not  be  chea)ier.  ttafer,  and  more  expedient  tn  em- 
ploy marine*  as  goiinl:!  at  Uie  respective  navy-yard^^,  than 
citttcna  as  watclunen. 

Mr.  CHILTON  offered  the  following;  which 
was  agreed  to: 

Retotveitj  That  the  petition  and  accompanying  papers  of 
William  Newtnn,  for  an  hicreai^e  of  pen>ion,  whicli  were 
befure  the  last  Conriresfc,  b^  taken  from  the  files  of  the 
Cterk*4«fieeof  thtjt  IIoum,  ami  referred  to  Uie  Committee 
on  riivaflvPen^ionii. 

Mr.  SUMMERS  submitted  the  following: 
Rc«oloc4,Th.ittlieCommitteeontliePo8tOfficeand  Po«t 
Itondft  l>e  in^trueted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  cftab- 
Ii5(hing a  |MHt  route  from  (^hnrloton,  Kanawha  county,  Vir- 
finia,  by  way  of  the  upper  fall*  of  Coal  river  and  the  fallii 
of  Guyandoite  river,  to  Wayne  Court  House,  iu  tlie  Com- 
lunnwealili  aforeflaid. 

Mr.  POSTER  submitted  the  following,  which 
was  agreed  (o: 

Re^tredy  Tliat  tlie  Committee  on  Pablic  Lands  be  in- 
atructed  to  impiire  into  the  expediency  of  granting  to  Henry 
Newiiigham  pcrip  for  the  iMtunty  land  to  which  Willian) 
Miir^liall,  a  i<ohlier  of  the  Revolution,  was  entitled  in  hid 
life-time;  and  that  bis  paper!*,  notv  tm  the  files  of  ttiix 
lloufte,  be  referred  to  (hat  committee. 

Mr,  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  moved  a  reconsider- 
ation of  the  vote  by  which  the  House  refused  to 
suaprnd  the  rules  to  admit  the  resolution  of  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana,  (Mr.  Brown,]  fixing  thtf 
day  of  adjournment  of  Congress;  and  on  this  he 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  moved  to  lay  that  motion  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  DAVIS  called  for  the  yeikS  and  naya  on 
that  motion. 

The  yeafl  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

The  SPEAKER  then  put  the  question  on  the 
motion  to  lay  on  the  table;  and,  as  a  division  was 
called  for,  he  counted  the  House,  and  reported 
77  in  the  affirmative,  and  15  in  the  negative;  be- 
ing less  than  a  quorum. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  moved  a  call  of  the 
House. 

The  motiori  was  negatived. 

The  question  was  again  taken  on  laying  the 
motion  of  reconsideration  on  the  table;  on  which 
85  voted  in  the  affirmative,  and  22  in  the  negative; 
being  still  less  than  a  quorum. 

Mr.  GILMER  moved  a  call  of  the  House. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
thereon,  as  thev  would  show  who  was  present, 
and  who  was  absent. 

Mr.  FAICK  moved  an  adjournment,  on  which 
the  yeas  and  nays  wer&ordered;  and  being  taken, 
resulted — yeas  10,  nays  157;  as  follows: 

YtAS— Messrs.  Crnsd,  Richard  D.  Davis.  Dellet,  Prick. 
Maclay,  Marrih,  Nvrri*,  Emery  D.  Potter,  Stephens,  and 
Vnure  - 10. 
NAVS— Messrs.  Adams,  Aslie,  Atkinson,  Baker,  Darrin- 


per,  Rarnard,  RcnrtNley.  Celrer,  Reninn,  Ridtnek,  liUlward 
J.  Hlaek,  Jamei  DIaek,  Rlackwetl,  ItojiKicr,  Uuwiin.  Boyd, 
Jacob  llrMikf-rhMfl',  Urodhead,  Airon  V.  Brown.  Mihon 
Itrown.  VVilliatn,  J.  Rrown,  Jerenitali  Rniwii,  BulRngion, 
Iturke,  CahUvpll,Cary.  ('arrull,  Cailin,  RenlK-n  Chapman, 
Aii'4«sius  A.  Cliapinaii,  Chilton,  Colo'^  Collamer,  i^ran- 
Kton,  Cullom,  Dana,  Danh-I.  Curret  Oaviti.  John  W.  Davi«, 
Dean,  Deherry,  Diehey,  Dickiiiton.  Dillingham,  Ornmgoole, 
Duncan,  Dunlap,  Cllio,  Farlee,  Fieklin,  Fifh,  Florewce, 
FiMit.  Ku-^ter,  Preitrh,  GiiMini*^,  Gilmer,  vVilli-^  Green,  Ry- 
ram  Green,  Gritinell,  Grhler,  Hate,  Hamlin,  Hnrdin,  Har- 
|»er,  lliyi'.  Herriek.  ri;»ge,  lIopkiiiM.  Houston,  Uuliard,llab- 
1m!I1,  Hildr^un,  lln^lie^,  llungerlunl,  v\miUincton  Hunt, 
Jnnie.ti  U.  Hunt,  ChnrlCK  J.  IiigerM>ll,  Joveph  R.  Ingcntoll, 
Irvin,  JamCfKin,  Jenkii,  Cave  Jnhnnon,  Pertey  It.  Jnhuiion, 
Andrew  Johiiiion,  George  W.  Jone^,  Presintt  King,  Daniel 
P.  King,  Kirkpatrick.  Laltranche,  Leonard,  Luea^«  hiitnp- 
kin,  Lym,  McCaui>liti,  MeClellaiid,  McConnett.  AfcDoiv- 
ctl,  Mellvahie,  McKay,  Mathewi<,  Edward  J.  Morris,  J t>- 
seph  Morriit,  Morse,  Murpl>y,  Nt-s,  N<-wton,  Owoii,  Par- 
menler,  Patler-^on,  PnytM-,  Heytoii,  I'urdy.  Ilnthbnn,  Ray- 
ner,  Ctiarles  M.  Reed,  Uavul  e?.  Reid,  R'^lfe,  Ritier,  Itolmi- 
BOn,  Rttgem,  Ruf<tiell.  Si.  Jolm,  Sainfdc,  Sclieuek,  Seiiier, 
Severance,  David  L.  S.»vntour,  Sinimi-',  Simpson,  Slidett, 
AilM'rt  Smith,  John  T.  Smith,  Caleb  0.  Smith,  Robert 
Smith,  SieenrtMl,  Stet«on,  Siih-rt,  Stone,  Stronj;,  Suintncrs, 
Syke-,  Taylor,  TlumiiLSMni,  Thomp-on,  Tibhatt^.  Tilden, 
Tyler,  Vunmuter,  Vinton,  Wheaton,  While,  WiUiams, 
Wilkiiis,  Wintlirop,  Wise,  and  Yiwl— 157. 

The  motion  to  adjourn  was  negatived;  and  a 
motion  for  a  cnlt  of  the  House  was  withdrawn. 
The  motion  to  lay  upon  the  tablu  was  then  car- 
ried. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RAMSEY,  it  was 

Rciotrctt,  That  the  Clerk  of  the  House  have  pnbli«hpd 
ill  pamphlet  form  for  the  Ui>u  of  the  llom<e,  rive  thouMiiid 
copte»  (>t  the  pension  lawd,  now  in  force,  with  the  forms  of 
application,  flee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BUFFINGTON,  it  was        j 
Re^olreit^  That  the  Commiuce  on  Cmiimerce  b«  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  es|>edicnry  of  making  an  i)|tpropriation 
for  the  impmvemenc  of  the  navigiition  of  ih**  Alleghany  ! 
river,  from  the  city  of  Pittshure.  in  the  State  of  Peniiiiylva-  , 
Ilia,  to  Ol«'an.  in  Uie  State  of  New  Vork.  ■  | 

Mr.  PRATT' submitted  the  following  resolu-  : 
lion;  which  was  adopted: 

ResoUedj  That  a  pelect  conimiiUie^if  five  mrtnbers  be 
appointed  to  impiire  into  the  exie'diency  of  e^i.ibli)ihinit,  in 
connection  with  thcTrea^iUry  De|iariment,a  bureau  of  sta* 
tii^licn  of  cuminerce. 

Mr.  P.  said  that  the  purpose  he  had  in  view 
was  the  establishment  of  a  bureau  in  connection 
with  the  Treasury  Department^  whose  duty  it 
stiould  be  to  lake  charge  of  the  statistics  of  the 
country;  that  ia.gothcrnll  the  information  of  that 
character,  ns  connected  with  the  agriculture,  com- 
merce, and  maiinfnclures  of  the  country,  and  to 
reduce  the  same  to  convenient  tabular  form,  so 
systemizcd  and  simplified  as  to  make  it  easy  of 
reference.  The  statistics  thus  embodied  would 
be  invaluable,  not  only  to  facilitate  legislation, 
hut  to  secure  enlightened  and  correct  legialation. 
It  was  not  only  important  that  the  representatives 
of  the  people  should  have  a  condensed  view  of 
the  result  of  labor  in  this  country,  of  every  kind, 
in  an  official  and  authentic  form,  but  that  the 
people  themselves  should  have  it;  for  while  it 
would  assist  the  former  in  legislniing  correctly, 
it  might  direct  the  latter  in  the  application  of  their 
labor.  The  plan  he  proposed  was  not  one  to  in- 
crease expense,  but  to  economize  expenditure; 
whilst  it  was  intended  to  lessen  the  enormous 
expense  of  extra  clerk  hire,  now  consequent  upon 
the  frequent  calls  by  Congresson  the  Departments 
for  information,  which  will  be  furnished  by  such 
a  bureau,  it  is  intended  to  have  the  information 
in  such  form  as  could  be  relied  upon.  It  will  be 
productive  of  a  great  saving  of  money  for  extra 
clerk  hire,  and  great  economizing  of  the  time  of 
the  legislative  branch  oJTthe  Government — which 
will  t>e  money  saved.  The  sessions  of  Congress 
are  nrotracied  in  some  measure,  in  consequence 
of  the  delay  in  procuring  information  from  the 
Departments,  upon  which  to  base  legislation. 
This  evil  will  be  corrected  by  the  adoption  of  the 
plon,  for  the  bureau  of  statistics  will  be  prepared 
at  a  moment's  notice  to  lay  before  Congress  all 
the  information  of  a  statistical  nature  which  might 
be  desirable. 

Mr.  HUNT,  of  New  York,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing; which  lies  over  one  day: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Retrenchment  be  di- 
rected to  aiieeriain  the  lowest  prices  at  which  rei^poniiiblc 
printerR  will  perform  the  priiitirif  of  the  prei*rtit  Hi>u«v  by 
contnict,*with  good  nvd  ttutllcient  suretieM ;  and  that  the 
sum  allowed  to  the  present  Printer  of  tlie  House  shall  not 
exceed  ten  (ht  ceni.,  in  addiiitm  to  tlie  prices  for  wliich 
said  priming  may  be  obtained  by  contract. 

Mr.  Bl  DL ACK  submitted  the  following;  which 
was  agreed  to; 
Rtt^lvtdf  TUat  Uie  Comntittee  oo  tlie  Judiciaiy  be  in- 


1  ptrueied  :o  inquire  into  the  expediency  nf  rearranging  tlie 
judicial  districts  of  Pennsylvania  for  holding  Uie  IJiiited 
I  Stales  courts. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  R.  fNGERSOLL,  it  was 
RcMltredy  That  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Library  b<t 
I  insrrnrted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  ofpurcbatfiug  tlM 
library  of  the  Duntzzo  family,  in  Italy. 

Ofl  motiob  of  Mr.  GREEN,  of  NeirYork,it 
was 

Reantred,  That  the  Committee  on  Cmnmerce  he  innmctM 
to  inquire  as  to  the  ex|H*dieney  of  making  an  np)>mpnaiio(i 
to  improve  ihu  lutrbor  at  Pulloeyville,  Wuyue  vnaiity,New 
Vork. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SEYMOUR,  it  was 

Acso/red,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  dirretet 

lofurnitih  thi^  Hoiitie  with  a  »:tutemeiu  showing  theqiiaiility 
of  *^coaT»e  wool  unmanu/aciitrcil,  the  wilue  telicreof  at  tin 
t-int  port  or  place  trhevee  exported  to  the  United  Statet,  it 
scctn  een*«  or  uiwtfr  per  pound,'^  which  has  been  Imported 
into  tbti  United  Stater,  and  paid  duties  siuce  Uie  present 
tariir  went  into  operation,  and  for  two  yejin  previous,  at 
eight  cents  or  under,  and  Uie  amount  of  such  duUes. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RUSSELL,  it  was 
Rcaolved.  That  ihe  palters  in  the  case  nf  Maria  Osirander, 
Elizabeth  Elswortli,  and  'J'ahitlm  Williams,  he  takt^H  from 
the  files  and  referred  tn  the  Committee  on  Rcvolutioaary 
Peie<ioiis. 

Rtntctd,  That  the  papers  in  the  case  of  John  Elwin,  b« 
taken  from  the  files  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
ClaliU!* ;  and  that  Uie  papers  in  Uie  case  of  Peter  W.  Short 
tie  taken  from  the  files  and  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on 
Invalid  Peiifionii. 

Mr.  STRONG  offered  the  following: 
I^solred^  Tliat  the  Contmittee  ou  Commerce  be  Instmetcd 
to  iiiqnire  into  the  expt'dtency  of  making  an  appmpriatioa 
Utr  the  proservaUon  and  iuipcovcMent  of  Uie  iulet  to  Pun 
Jeir«frs(w  bay.  on  Long  Ulaud. 

Mr.  MURPHY  offered  the  following;  which 
lies  over  one  day: 

Re^otvedf  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 

Podt  Rono^  be  directed  to  inquire  into  Uie  expedieucvuf 

orovidiiiff  by  law  that  the  poi'lagc  (m  letters  betwe'*n  ^evr 

Vfirk  and  Brooklyn,  and  between  New  York  and  Williams- 

1 1  biirK,  be  the  snnn'  an  ih  now  established  for'telteni  betweea 

1 1  Ihe  upp*-r  nml  lower  |KMct  nfiices  in  the  city  of  New  York, 

I  or  of  making  Kome  other  pmviiiiou'^  for  facilitating  (he  liaos- 

I  uiisriion  of  letterit  tietween  those  places  through  Uie  mail. 

I  Mr.  DANA  presented  the  following;  wAich 
lies  over  one  day: 

I I  Aefofeal,  That  Uic  Secretary  **f  the  Narjr  be  required  to 
ret»nrt  to  this  HnutiC  the  numlier,  rank,  and  names  of  the 
oOicerii  of  the  Navy  wlm  are  now  on  (Urlough,  the  lengili  of 

,J  time  they  have  been  ou  furlough,  the  longtii  of  tim*;  they 
'  have  been  in  service,  and  tlie  amount  of  tbcir  pay  wbenoo 
'  duty  and  when  on  furlough  ref)|K*ctiveIy. 

I  On  motion  of  Mr.  HUNT, of  Michigan,  itwas 
1 1  Aeto'rfff , That  llie  Coinmltleeou  Comtuercc  be  instructed 
;  l^inquire  into  llie  expediency  of  reporting  an  appropriaUoa 
I  j  fol  the  erection  of  a  ligttt  hnu«e  at  the  mouth  of  Clinioa 
!    river,  on  Lake  St.  Clair,  Michigan. 

Mr.  RATH  BUN  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  was  agreed  to: 

Aen}/re4,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  required  to  trana- 
mit  lo  this  tlonsR  the  names  aint  rank  of  all  officers  of  the 
Army  of  the  tJiiited  States  absent  from  duty,  on  furlough  or 
othertvi.<te ;  the  term  for  which  such  furlough  or  leave  of  ab* 
senee  wa:«  granted  ;  the  amount  of  monthly  or  yearly  pxy 
received  by  each  of  said  ofiiccrs  while  su  absent  fromdaty, 
and  also  Ihe  amount  of  Kucii  pay  while  on  duty;  and  thst 
he  be  al;H>  renoircd  to  tranHmilto  UiitHoiiMithc  nameiand 
grade  of  all  othcers  of  Uie  Corps  of  Topogmpical  Engineers 
who  are  absent  on  furlough,  Uie  time  for  which  puch  far- 
Iniigh  was  granted,  and  the  amount  of  pay  moaUily  or  an- 
nually received  by  each  while  oa  duty. 

Mr.  DANA  moved  to  suspend  the  rules,  to  en- 
able the  resolution  which  he  had  previously  offered 
to  be  considered ;  and  upon  this  motion  the  vote 
was  taken  by  tellers,  and  resulted— 51  in  the  af- 
firmative, and  47  in  the  negative. 

No  quorum  voting — 

Mr.  DANA  moved  a  call  of  the  House;  which 
motion,  not  being  seconded,  was  withdrawn. 

Mr.  ELLIS  moved  the  adoption  oC  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  which  he  had  previously  offered; 
and  demanded  the  previous  question: 

Aesolred,  That,  wiih  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate,  tM 
two  Houses  nf  Congress  will  adjoum  «iae  di«  on  tlta  trit 
Monday  of  May  next. 

Mr.  BLACK  desired  an  opportunity  to  offer  an 
amendment,  to  the  following  effect: 

Provided.  That,  by  that  Ume,  the  tariff  law  should  be 
modified  or  remodeled,  and  brought  down  to  a  revenoa 
standard. 

Mr.  WISE  rose  to  make  some  observations; 
but  was  reminded  by  the  Speaker  that  debate  was 
not  in  order;  the  resolution  must  tie  over 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  merely  proposed  to  tell  an 
anecdote;  if  that  was  equivalent  to  debate,  be  pre* 
sumed  it  would  have  to  lie  over. 

Mr.  CATLIN  offered  the  following  resolution; 
which  lies  over: 

Acsofscd,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be  iostnici- 
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ed  lo  inquire  into  ihc  expediency  of  mailing  an  nppmpria- 
lion  ftir  Die  iinpro\'t*iDi!nl  of  tlie  navigation  of  the  river 
Thame*,  in  Coniieclicdt. 

Mr.  SIMONS  offered  the  following  resolution; 
which  lies  over: 

Hetolptd,  Tliat  the  Secretary  nf  War  be  instructed  to 
faraiab.  in  tabular  rurra,  lor  the  umc  of  tbiii  Ilniue,Uie  saln- 
rie*  or  wage* — daily,  uioiitlily,  or  yearly— paid  to  tJie  olTi- 
cen*.  ovcriiccrs,  and  laborerit,  and  the  prices  paid  Tor  Job 
work,  in  the  arsenal',  and  public  wurks  under  l)i.4  Depart- 
ment, in  escli,  aud  during  Hie  yean  of  184U,  lti4i ,  1  mi,  and 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  submitted  the  folio  wing  res- 
olution; which  lies  over  one  days 

Rftottei,  That  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  Slates 
be  ioaini  jted  to  make  an  annual  report  to  the  House  of  Kep  • 
rcMoitatisuM  of  tlie  ottcial  bni^ineiM  done  by  liiin  in  court 
darint  each  prroedinit  year,  •pecifying  the  nnit<  and  prone- 
cniiouB  to  which  he  may  have  so  attended ;  that  lie  aiwcr- 
Inin  aud  report  the  number  of  personx  pnntccuted  in  the 
several  courts  of  the  Uinted  States,  the  crimes  for  which, 
■ad  the  district*  wlierv  such  prosecutions  were  had,  the 
result  tliereof,  and  the  punishments  nwardr'd  therefor ;  that 
lie  make  such  observations  and  statenients  as,  in  his  opin- 
ion, the  criminnl  jurisprudence  and  tite  proper  and  eco- 
Doniical  adiuinistnuion  of  the  criminal  laws  of  the  United 
States  i>liall  warrant  and  require.  Also,  that  he  asconain, 
as  far  as  practicablo,  and  report  a  slatciuent  of  the  criminal 
prosecutions  in  ttie  several  States  of  the  Union,  spccifyinK 
the  nature  of  tile  ofienses,  aud  the  pnnishments  awarded 
tberetbr. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  had  no  resolutions  of  his 
own  to  offer;  but  he  begged  leave  to  present  the 
resolutions  of  the  Lrgislaiure  of  Massachusetts, 
which  he  offered  (lie  other  day,  asking  for  an 
amendment  to  the  Conatiiuiion,  so  as  to  take 
away  the  representation  founded  on  property  in 
■laves. 

Objected  to  by  several. 

Mr.  ADAMS  ho|ied  the  objections  would  be 
withdrawn;  otherwise  the  action  of  the  commit- 
tee which  had  the  same  subject  in  charge  would 
be  delayed. 

Mr.  HALE  submitted  the  following;  which 
lies  over  one  day: 

Raalrti,  That  the  Committee  on  Militjiry  AITairs  be  in- 
structed to  report  to  this  (louse  a  bill  abultshins  the  Alilitary 
Academy  at  West  Point. 

Mr.  KIRKPATRICK  offered  the  following; 
which  was  agreed  to: 

RaalMd,  Tint  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  required  In 
furnish  tliis  House  with  a  copy  of  the  letter  from  Commo- 
dore Charles  Stewart  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  of  the 
S3d  March,  1643,  respecting  the  organisation  of  the  Navy. 

•  Mr.  MORSE  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; whith  was  considered  and  agreed  to:  * 
AMofre^  Tliat  the  Ciimmittee  on  Coinint^rce  be  instruct 
ed  to  inquire  into  tll>>  expediency  of  rc|s)rtiii3an  appropria- 
tion for  the  reninvnl  of  ubstruclinns  in  the  Bhcepscut  river, 
in  the  State  of  Maine. 

Mr.  SEVERANCE  submitted  the  following 
resolution;  which  was  agreed  to: 

Acso/eed,  That  tlie  Committee  on  Commerce  be  instruct- 
ed lo  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  an  appmpria- 
tim  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the  Kennebeck  river. 

Mr.  D0NLAP  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution; which  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Retolvedj  That  the  Committee  on  Revolulionary  Pensions 
Im*  iustrucied  to  inquire  into  the  claims  of  Ainozinli  Good- 
«ria  lo  a  peosioo,  upon  papers  herewith  submiiied,  with 
leave  to  report  by  bill  or  oUierwise. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution; which  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

lUmttti.  Thai  tlie  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  he  di- 
rected to  inquire  into  the  expediency  04' reportinfr  an  appro- 
priation for  the  erection  of  a  fortification  upon  Penoiiscot 
river,  Maine,  near  Buci(s|>ort,  upiui  the  site  lately  purchased 
by  the  Unitnd  Sutes  fur  that  purpose. 

Mr.  SLIDELL  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution; which  lies  on  the  table  one  day: 

Aesoleerf,  Tliai  an  addfiioiial  standing  committee  of  five 
members  sliall  lie  app<iiiited  at  the  drstsession  of  each  Con- 
fess, whose  duties  shall  continue  until  the  first  session  of 
ll.e  enMimg  Concress,  to  be  siyled  the  Comniillec  of  Coin- 
■4J«  andtJurrency,  who  shall  lake  into  cnnsi<leralion  the 
mailers  which  concern  the  coinn^  and  metallic  currency 
of  ihe  I'uited  States,  which  shall  be  referred  to  them  by 
Use  House,  and  to  report  their  opinion  thereon. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  submitted  the  following 
resolution;  which  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

'*«'«<',  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Oflicc  and 
"<***  «*ds  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
""*"       '"la  poat  route  from  Somerset  to  Paint  Lick,  in  : 
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Kentucky » by  way  of  Crabb  Orcbard,  and  report  by  bill  or 
otlietwise. 

Mr.  BOSSIER  sobmitted  the  following;  which 
was  agreed  to: 

R^solrd,  Thnt  the  Committee  nf  Ways  and  Means  be 
iiistructetl  to  inquire  into  the  (;z[>cdii^ncy  or  reportinx,  in 
ttie  general  approphaiinn  biII,tho  e^iiiniatcd  .ini'Mint  neces- 
sary for  the  n-pinra  of  ilic  lij^ht  h(pu-<e  and  buoyri  at  the 
iiumth  of  Vcrniillion,  in  Vermillion  bay^  State  of  Louisi- 
ana. 

Mr.  T.SMITH  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tions; which  lie  over  for  consideration: 

llesolveAy  That  tlie  \mn  of  Captain  Rolio rt  Benllc,  claim- 
ing cnmmutation  for  the  pervieci*  of  paid  Captain  Rolwrt 
Uealle,  or  the  firttn:nilt  Virginia  n*innion(,  on  coutincnial 
eKlatilishment,  bi;  taken  from  tin*  Alejiorihitt  11i^Ui«p,  losuiher 
with  all  llie  papers  and  evidences  i:i  the  poimi-si'ion  of  thiit 
lloune  relatin*;  lo  the  ptMition  and  application  of  said  hcinf, 
and  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itevohiiionary  Claim*. 

Aesoircff,  That  tlie  pfiiiinii  and  paperitof.Miiry  D.  Dibble, 
orSMrilKtrrlnnd  county,  Indiann.cliiiininpconinniiatiun  and 
other  allowanct!**  du<:  h«*r  father,  William  M.  Smith,  wlio 
wa-4  a  eoUmcl  in  the  revitluiionary  wnr,  comnii-'!*ioned  by 
the  State  of  Maiotnchu-octtH.  be  taken  from  the  ff  ctt  of  thisi 
llou^c,  and  be  referred  to  tlie  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Clainid. 

RESOLUTIONS,   ETC. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indinna,  presented  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  General  Assembly  of  Indiana,  rela- 
tive to  the  completion  of  the  Wabaeh  and  Ohio 
canal,  (presented  heretofore,  February  4,  1843;) 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals. 

Mr.  RELFE  presented  b  letter  addressed  to 
him  by  David  Myeric,  an  n<;ent  appointed  under 
direction  of  the  late  Navy  Board,  to  give  instruc- 
tions and  encolirasement  in  the  culture  of  hemp 
for  the  use  of  the  Navy,  giving  statistical  inform- 
ation in  the  growth,  produce,  and  manufacture 
of  hemp  in  the  United  Stales,  and  its  adaptation 
to  naval  purposes;  which  wa«  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  AO'airs. 

Mr.  CARY  presented  the  resolutions  of  tlie 
Legislature  of  tne  State  of  New  York,  on  the  sub- 
jcct^nf  retVenchment  in  the  expenses  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government;  and  on  thQ  subject  of  a  reduc- 
tion of  Hostage,  and  of  abolishing  or  modifying 
the  frantcing  privilege;  which  were  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  LYON  presented  the  resolptions  of  the 
Legislature  of  Michigan,  instructing  their  Sena- 
tors and  requesting  their  Representatives  in  Con- 
gress to  use  their  best  endeavors  to  procure  the 
passage  of  a  law  to  refund  the  fine  imposed  on 
General  Jackson  by  Jud^c  Hull;  which  were  laid 
on  the  tal)le,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WISE  asked  permission  to  present  lo  the 
House  a  communicuiion  which  he  had  received 
from  a  gentleman  whose  conduct  had  bet-it  im- 
peached, by  a  document  some  lime  since  presented 
to  the  House  by  the  Dfelegnte  from  Florida,  [Mr. 
Levy;]  and  on  his  motion  it  was  committed  lo 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  CARY,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  lo  confirm  the  sate  of  public 
lands  in  certain  cases,  and  for  other  purposes; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  SCHENCK,  from  the  minority  of  the 
Committee  of  Elections,  presented  the  minority 
report  on  the  case  of  Messrs.  Goggin  and  Gil- 
mer, for  which  leave  was  given  the  other  day; 
and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  S.,  it  was  laid  on  the  table, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  NEWTON,  certain  pa- 
pers were  withdrawn  from  the  files  of  the  House. 
LOUISVILLE  AND  PORTLAND  CANAL. 

Mr.  HOLMES  moved  to  discharge  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  in  relation  to  the  Louisville  and 
Portland  canal,  and  to  refer  the  same  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Roads  and  Canals. 

This  motion,  after  bein^  opposed  by  Messrs. 
THOMASSON  and  TIBBATTS,  and  supported 
by  Mr.  HOLMES,  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

Od  the  motion  of  Mr.  HOLMES,  the  Commit 


tee  on  Commerce  was  discharged  from  various 
papers,  that  they  might  Ite  referred  to  other  ap- 
propriate committees. 
The  House  then  adjourned. 


The  following  petitions  presented  to  day  were  handed  to 
the  re|H>rler0  by  tlic  members  presenting  ihem  : 

By  Mr.  COLLAMER:  The  peUlion  of  Samuel  Ilebard 
and  ninety-three  others,  praying  a  reduction  oC  posiaxe  ;  the 
petition  of  Abel  B.  Fick  unU  loriy-iwo  otliem.  praying  a  re- 
duction of  puiiiaicc ;  and  the  pciiliou  of  Ai>a  B.  liebard  and 
twenty-eevrn  other!*,  praying  a  reduction  of  po-dost; ;  wlticb 
were  referred  to  Uie  Committee  on  the  Poat  Oiliceand  Post 
Roadi. 

By  Mr.  KENNEDY  r  The  petition  of  Samuel  Dalton  and 
othefri,  ciiiZL-ns  uf  Indiana,  praying  Congrecs  to  reduce  the 
price  nf  p<isiasi> ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Olfici;  and  PostRoadM. 

By  Mr.  GILMER:  The  pehtion  of  Samh  Teat;  which 
wari  reiV:rr>*d  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claim*. 

)^y  Mr.  DRO.MGOOLE:  The  petition  of  Isaac  Malone, 
pmyiiifE  n  pen-»mn  fnr  revolutionary  eer^'ices;  the  memo- 
rial and  peution  of  Harrison  Barncr,  pmyinit  a  pen^iou  trvt 
revolnimnary  I'ei  vices ;  which  were  rvierred  to  Uie  Commit- 
tee on  Uevolmionary  Pensions. 

By  Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiaon  :  The  petition  of  Joseph  Lat- 
shaw,  and  eleven  others,  ciiixeiis  of  Knox  county,  Indiana 
asking  n  donaiion  of  Innd  lo  improve  the  uavigaiton  of  the 
VValia^li  river. 

Alsa,  the  petition  Of  B.  Graham  and  forty-seven  othertf 
ciitzi-n-s  i>f  Daviess  county,  upon  the  fame  subject. 

Al^o,  the  petition  nf  J.inius  B.  Bryant  and  ninety-six 
otiiers,  citizens  of  Mitrtin  cim^ilv,  upon  the  sume  subject. 

Alfio,  the  piMilion  uf  Edward  Mooney  and  two  hundred 
others,  citizens  of  Knox  comity,  upon  the  ^ame  muhjcct. 

Ai?o,  the  petition  of  Tlionias  P;iull  ai^  nearly  three 
hundred  others,  citizens  of  Wheeling,  Virginia,  u|ion  the 
(>aine  subject. 

Also,  the  p:-lilion  of  Zuchariah  Morj^an  ami  lliirty-fivc  oth- 
er^, ctiizt;ns  ol  Green  county,  Indiana,  U|K)a  the  same  sub- 
j-ci. 

AUo,  the  petition  of  Charles  Smhhand  two  hundred  and 
sixty-three  others,  cilizens  of  Knox  county,  upon  the  same 
tiubject. 

By  Mr.  BEI.SER:  The  pnition  of  sundry  citisftns  of 
.Macon  county,  a-kini{for  Ihe  eKtatdi.<hmcnt  of  a  mnH  route 
from  Tu.->kcs>'e  to  Enon.  in  M:icon  county.  AInlMima,  and 
also  two  |Kisi  othccti— -one  at  ll<;ader«onviile,  and  llie  other 
at  I'ovvi'irs  sicam  mill,  on  the  same  route;  the  petition 
ofceri.-iin  citiz-Mii  of  the  couniies  uf  Macon  and  Bnrltour, 
in  Ihe  State  of  Alabama,  asking,  if  a  mail  rrmtc  be  estab- 
lished between  Tu^kegee  and  Knon.  in  Mncon  county,  that 
the  suiiie  may  extend  to  Spring  Hill,  in  Baibtmr  county; 
vvlticii  \va.-<  referred  to  the  Coiuniiitce  on  llie  Post  Olfice 
and  Po>i  Rond". 

By  Mr.  IIE^LEV:  The  petition  of  Samuel  C.  Gny  and 
others,  for  tIte  extt-n>ioil  of  |H>st  route  No.3ti.>4  from  tilate- 
ford  to  Rockford.  in  Jack^ton  county,  Indiana. 

By  Mr.  BUOU'N,  of  P>-nnsylvnnia:  The  petition  and 
documents  of  Georcc  Wiiillins,  of  Lancaster  eonnly,  Penn- 
sylvania, a^kinK  to  be  placed  on  the  pension  r<»ll,  under  tbo 
act  (»f  7ih  June,  lt<l.!. 

B^  Mr.  IIEUKICK  :  The  petition  of  Simeon  Dennin,  of 
Oxlord,  Maine,  forn  peosion ;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Coinniitti'e  on  Invalid  Pcn>t<ni8. 

By  .Mr.  FUICK  :  Two  nu'mofinl!=. of  similar  import, from 
the  citi7.enn  ol  t'ntunibia  county,  Pennsylvania^  tor  the  re* 
duciion  of  puitage,  with  a  proper  restriction  ot  the  frank- 
idtf  privilcse. 

By  Mr.  STONE :  The  ptMiiion  of  Bryant  Slone,  praying 
the  passnse  of  a  law  direciine  the  Cominiii^oner  of  Pen- 
sions to  place  him  on  Ihe  roll  of  invalid  pensioners;  wliicb 
was  referred  t<>  the  Commtttee  un  Invalid  Pensions. 

By  Mr.  VVitlGIIT.  of  Indiana:  The  pciition  of  Samuel 
Mullen  and  two  hundred  -AnA  twenty-six  others,  citizens  of 
Vigo  county,  Indiana,  n^kinn  thai  the  Consress  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  would  erant  to  Uk*  State  of  Indiana  a  ponion  of 
the  vacant  lunds  lying  unsold  in  tlte  Vincennes  land  dis- 
trict. Indiana,  and  of  the  lumU  lying  in  the  Shawneetown 
and  Palestine  land  district,  lllinoi>*,  for  the  purpoi^e  of  im- 
provinjE  the  navif*ation  of  the  Walta^h  river,  by  removing 
tlie  obstructions  in  said  river;  which  was  referred  to  th« 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Also,  the  petition  of  James  S.  Freeman  and  two  hundred 
ond  one  other-*,  citizens  of  Viao  city,  I  fuliana,  asking  that 
the  Coneress  of  the  United  Suites  wmld  grant  to  the  State 
of  Indiana  Uie  vacaiii  lands  in  the  V'inccnnes  land  district, 
for  the  purp  >^e  of  continuing  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal 
from  Terrc  Haute  to  Ev.tn-vttle.  Indiana  ;  lyhicti  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Road-)  and  (Taiials. 

Also,  the  petition  of  David  W.  tTlaver  and  seventy-five 
others,  citizens  of  VermiUion  county.  Indiana,  asking  for 
Ihe  vacant  laiidr>  in  the  Vincennes  land  di.'^irict,  for  the  pur- 
po!«e  nf  coniiiiuinit  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal  to  Evans- 
%'illn,  Indiana;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  oa 
Roads  and  Canals. 

By  Mr.  BUVD:  The  proceeding*  of  a  meeting  of  the 
citizen^*  or  Pnducah,  Kentucky,  proposing  that  place  as  the 
most  suitable  for  the  location  of  Uie  contemplated  western 
arnmry. 

Also,  the  petition  aikd  papers  of  the  heirs  of  St.  John 

Tow  lies. 

By  Mr.  RELFE :  The  petition  of  Cyrus  Russell  and  oth- 
ers, inhabitants  of  township  thirty-three,  in  range  four  east, 
in  the  county  of  Madi!<oii,  Mifsoim,  asking  Cohgrew  to 
authorize  a  citange  in  location  of  the  school  section  in  snid 
township;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  oo  Public 
Lauds. 
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By  Mr.  FISH :  The  peiition  ofPhebc  llosinn,  for  a  pen- 
■ion. 

Also,  Uie  peiition  of  Sftmh  Banks,  for  n  pflnsion. 

By  Mr.  MAfJLAY :  Tlie  petition  of  Robert  Swartwout 
and  oihew,  citizeim  of  the  city  of  New  York,  for  a  reduc- 
tion of  pnsta|;e  and  tlie  abolition  of  the  franking  privilege. 

Alfo,  the  inemoiial  of  citizens  and  payem  of  postage  in 
the  State  of  New  York,  for  tlie  same  purpose. 

By  Mr.  DANA  :  The  petition  of  one  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-tlve  citizens  of  Perry  and  Castile,  in  Wyoming  county, 
New  York,  to  reduce  the  ^tes  of  postage  and  restrict  the 
franking  privilege. 

Also,  the  peiition  of  one  hundred  citixena  of  Yates  eonn- 
ty.  New  York,  for  the  aame;  which  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Otfice  and  Post  Roads. 

By  Mr.  CATLIN :  The  petition  of  Elizabeth  Raymond, 
praying  for  a  pension,  and  for  a  revision  of  the  existing 

Sensinn  laws ;  which  was  referred  to  tlie  Committee  on 
evolutionary  Penuinns. 

Ily  Mr.  CALDWELL:  The  petition  and  papers  of 
Nancy  Haggard,  of  Cumberiand  county,  Kentucky ;  which 
wo*  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 


IN  SENATE. 
ToESDAT,  January  30,  1844. 

Mr.  PEARCE  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
president  and  directors  of  the  Philadelphia,  Wil- 
mington, and  Baltimore  Railroad  Company, 
praymg  a  remission  of  duty  on  certain  railroad 
iron;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  presented  a  memorial  from  Al- 
bert Herrinp,  late  a  pay  master  in  the  Army  of  the 
United  States,  representing  that  he  is  indebted  to 
the  United  States  to  an  amount  that  he  is  unable 
to  pay,  and  praying  that  an  arrangement  may 
be  made  by  wiiicli  certain  valuable  paintings  may 
be  received  in  payment  of  said  debt;  which  was 
reftrred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Library. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  prejentcd  a  memorial  from 
Messrs.  Swaim,  Abell,  and  Simmons,  proprietors 
and  publishers  of  ihe  Public  Ledger,  Philadel- 
phia, slating  that,  in  the  usual  course  of  their 
business,  on  the  Slat  December,  1843,  they  pur- 
chased a  Treaaury  rjote  for  $500,  dated  on  the  5th 
February,  1842;  that  on  the  22d  April,  1843,  the 
Treasury  Department  issued  a  circular,  stating 
that  a  package  of  Treasury  notes,  which  "  had 
been  paid,  and  canceled  by  writing  on  their  face, 
and  by  n  receipt  indorsed  on  them, "had  been  for- 
warded by  the  collector  at  New  Orleans  to  the 
Treasury  Department,  so  long  before  the  date  of 
the  notice  as  the  2Rth  of  July,  1842,  but  had  not 
been  received;  that  this  $500  Treasury  note  is 
among  the  number  embraced  in  the  circular  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  but  that  it  is  neither 
canceled  nor  defaced,  nor  is  any  receipt  indorsed 
upon  it;  and  this  appears  from  the  certificates  of 
the  cnlleclOT  and  (leputy  collector  of  the  port  of 
Philudilphia,aiid  of  the  district  judge  and  district 
attorney.  They  therffnre  request  Congress  to 
puss  an  act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the 
said  note. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  had  been  thus  minute  in  stating 
the  facts  alleged  in  the  inemiirial,  because  he  be- 
lieved there  were  many  similar  cases  for  which, 
he  thought,  provision  ought  to  be  made.  He  had 
himself  seen  one  of  these  Treasury  notes  in  the 
possession  of  a  frii'nd,  on  which  there  were  no 
marks  whatever  indicating  that  it  had  ever  been 

Eaid.  If  the  collector  at  New  Orleans  had  ncg- 
icted  to  cancel  these  notes  or  indorse  a  receipt 
upon  them,  and,  in  consequence,  they  had  found 
their  way  into  circulation,  and  were  in  the  hands 
of  honest  purchasers  for  full  value,  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  ought  topay  the  amount. 
The  national  faith  required  it.  The  neglect  of  a 
public  officer  to  do  his  duty  ought  not  to  be  vis- 
ited upon  the  heads  of  those  who  had  received 
these  notes  on  the  faith  and  credit  of  the  Govern- 
ment, without  any  mark  either  upon  their  face  or 
their  bark,  to  produce  the  slightest  suspicion  that 
they  had  ever  been  paid.  Perhaps  it  might  be 
best  to  pass  a  general  bill  providing  for  all  similar 
cases. 

The  memorial  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance. 

Mr.  B.  also  presented  a  similar  memorial  from 
the  Savings  Fund  Society  of  Philadelphia,  slat- 
ing that  they  had  received  a  one  thousand  dollar 
Treasury  note  and  another  of  fifty  dollars  in  the 
course  of  business,  which  were  in  precisely  the 
same  situation  of  the  note  above. 

This  memorial  was  also  referred  to  the  Finance 
Committee. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  the  heirs  of  David  No- 
ble deceasctT.late  au  officer  of  the  revolutionary 


war,  praying  to  be  alUiwed  commutation  pay; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revo- 
lutionary Claims. 

Also,  a  memorial  signed  by  a  number  of  citi- 
zens, similar  to  those  he  haci  already  presented, 
stating  that  the  canal  boats  which  pass  through 
the  New  Jersey  canal  line  with  coal,  are  subject- 
ed to  taking  out  coasting  licenses,  to  furnish  a  list 
of  their  crews,  and  tq  pay  hospital  money,  as  if 
they  were  sea-going  vessels.  They  pray  relief 
from  the  construction  thus  placed  upon  the  laws 
by  the  custom-house  officers;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  resolutions, adopted 
by  the  Legislature  of  New  York,  urging  upon 
Congress  the  speedy  adoption  of  such  a  system 
of  economy  ana  retrenchment  in  the  expenditures 
of  the  national  Government  as  shall  reduce  the 
ordinary  and  current  expenses  for  the  support  of 
Government  to  an  amount  coming  within  its  cur- 
rent revenue,  and  to  provide  a  sinking  fund  for 
the  promp^payment  of  any  present  debt  of  the 
United  States;  calling  upon  their  Senators  and 
Representatives  to  urge  the  adoption  of  such  pol- 
icy; which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table^  and  be 
printed. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  CLAYTON,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  entitled 
"An  act  establishing  the  northern  boundary  line 
of  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  for  the  admission  of  the 
State  of  Michigan  into  the  Union  upon  the  con- 
dition therein  expressed;"  which  was  read  and 
ordered  to  a  second  reading.  The  report  accom- 
panying was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BERRIEN,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  th* 
House  to  refund  the  fine  imposed  on  General  An- 
drew Jackson,  reported  the  same  back  with  an 
amendment,  in  the  words  following: 

Pncided,  That  nothing  in  Uiis  act  shall  be  construed  to 
ei|iress  or  imply  any  ceitfiire  of»ihe  conduct  or  character 
of  the  Hon.  Dominick  A.  Hall,  by  whom  the  Ane  was  im- 
posed. 

Mr.  B.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  bill  for  the  reliefof  Henry  Gardener  and  others, 
directors  of  an  association  called  the  New  Eng- 
land and  Mississippi  Land  Company;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Atchison,  of  .G<i- 
lena,  Illinois;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  a 
second  reading. 

BILL  INTRODUCED. 
Mr.  FULTON,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  in 
relation  to  donations  of  lands  to  certain  persons 
in  the  State  of  Arkansas;  which  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

RESOLUTIONS. 
The  following  resolution,  introduced  by  Mr. 
Brccie  on  the  14th  December  last,  was  taken  up 
on  his  motion,  and  adopted: 

RaiUtit,  Thai  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  re 
quented  to  inronii  the  Senate  why  the  act  of  ConiereAS  of 
tlie  aiih  of  June,  1104,  entitleO  '( An  act  to  create  additional 
land  dntricu  in  the  Slates  of  [lliiiui.i  and  Missouri,  and  in 
the  lerntory  niirlli  of  the  Slate  of  Illinois,"  has  not  been 
carried  into  elTect,  and  the  salfs  of  the  land.-i  therein  or- 
dered, an  required  by  tlie  provisions  of  said  act. 

Mr.  SEMPLE  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  lies  one  day  on  Ihe  table,  under  the 
rule: 

Reiolre.!,  Th.it  the  Pre>idenl  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested to  came  to  he  commnniraied  toilie  Senate  an  esti- 
mate of  what  would  be  the  additional  expense  to  the  (Juv- 
ernnient  of  requiring  eneli  of  .tlie  armed  ve.<«sels  of  the 
United  States  attached  to  ihe  home  squadron  lo  leave  New 
Orleans  once  a  month,  and  visit  alieriiaiely  the  piiiicipal 
ports  on  the  eastern  shore  of  the  Island  of  t;«ba,  tiaii  Do- 
mingo, and  Porto  llico ;  thence  10  i^ail  down  ihe  coast  of  the 
C'nrribcnn  sea  and  Oulf  of  Mexico,  touching  at  Ihe  princi- 
pil  ports  ill  Venezuela,  New  Granada,  Guateniuln,  Mex- 
ico, anil  Texas ;  and  thence  return  to  New  Orleans  by  Ha- 
vana, Mataiizas,  and  Kingstou,  Jamaica,  to  Chagres,  and 
back  to  Netv  Orleans. 

Mr.  BREESE  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  lies  one  day  on  the  table,  under  the 
rule:  I 

Rmlred,  That  Ihe  Coinniiiiee  on  Naval  AflUirs  be  di-  I 
reeled  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  for  the 
examination  of  some  point  at  or  near  the  cOHtluelice  of  the  j 
Ohio  and  Mis'!*isi>ippi  livers,  by  some  competent  ollicer  of  [ 
the  Navy,  to  be  a|ipoinlcit  liy  ihe  Pre.-ident  of  the  United 
Stales,  and  to  be  iissoei.ited  with  >ome  skilllul  officer  of  the 
cor|w  of  Topotfrapliieal  C  iginrer-,  lo  he  appoiiitcil  in  like 
inaiiiier,  anil  to  re|Mirt  to  the  next  iics^ion  of  Congre«*  upoii  | 
its  advantages  and  capabilities  for  a  naval  depot  and  dock 
yard ;  and  into  the  expediency  of  appropriating  a  sum  of 
money  fur  that  pyrpose,  equal  in  amount  lo  the  sum  appro- 


priated for  the  examination  of  the  harbor  of  Memphis,  in 
Tennessee  i  and  that  the  said  committee  be  authorized  lo 
call  before  them  and  examine  competent  civil  and  other 
engineers,  acquainteil  with  that  locality,  as  to  its  capabili- 
ties for  such  naval  depot  and  dock  yard ;  and  also,  that  they 
inquire  inlo  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  marine  hospl- 
uil  at  or  near  aaid  point,  and  that  they  report  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

Mr.  BENTON  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  lies  one  day  on  the  table,  under  the 
rule: 

Resolveil,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  commoni- 
cate  to  the  Senate  the  information,  if  any.  Which  may  he  Id 
the  Department  of  Stale  in  relation  to  the  slaves  commit- 
ting crimes  and  escaping  from  the  United  States  to  the  Brit- 
ish dominions,  since  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  of  IsSb, 
and  the  refusal  of  the  British  authorities  to  give  them  np. 
Also,  that  he  communicate  to  the  Senate  the  Information, 
if  anjr  such  is  possessed  by  him,  of  the  conslroction  whieb 
the  British  Government  puts  upon  the  said  article  in  rela- 
tion to  slaves  committing  crimes  in  the  United  Stales  and 
taking  refuge  in  the  British  dominions. 

Mr.  BENTON  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  lie  on  tlie  table  one  day,  under  the 
rule: 

ResolMd,  (as  the  opinion  of  the  Senate.)  That  the  Praai- 
dent  of  the  United  Slates  ought  in  give  notice  to  the  Oor- 
ernment  of  Great  Britain  for  Uie  immediate  lerminatioa  of 
the  tenth  article  of  ihe  ueaty  of  184:1,  being  ibe  article  for 
the  surrender  of  fugitive  criminals. 

Ratlvtd,  Thai  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  delivered  to 
the  Preaident. 

ELIZABETH  LOMAX. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  JARNAGIN,  the  adveiM 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims 
in  the  case  of  Elizabeth  Lomax  was  taken  up  and 
concurred  in  by  the  Senate. 

HEIRS  OF  DANIEL  TRUEHEART. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JARNAGIN,  the  adrerse 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims 
in  the  case  of  the  heirs  of  Daniel  Trueheert  was 
taken  up  for  consideration. 

This  is  a  claim  for  property  destroyed  during 
the  war  of  the  Revolution  by  the  army  of  Corn- 
wallis.  The  property  destroyed  was  occupied  as 
a  place  of  deposit  for  arms  and  munitions  of  war 
belonging  to  the  American  army. 

Mr.  JARNAGIN  defended  the  report  of  the 
committee,  adverse  to  the  principle  of  paying 
claims  of  this  character,  founded  on  transactions 
occurring  at  that  remote  day. 

Mr.  RIVES  and  Mr.  ARCHER  took  the 
ground  that  the  principle  was  established  by  the 
acts  of  1816  and  1818,  authorizing  the  indemnity 
for  property  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  in  conse- 
o|ience  of  its  occupancy  for  the  purposes  of  the 
Army  of  the  United  States.  The  fact  of  the  prop- 
erty being  destroyed  in  such  manner  as  to  Dring 
the  claims  within  the  principles  of  those  acts  they 
mentioned,  was  alreaiiy  established  by  respectable 
witnesses. 

,Mr.  RIVES  moved  that  the  report  be  recoiA- 
mitted  to  the  committee. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  report  was 
rec(]mmiited  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Claims. 

PUBLIC  PRINTING. 

The  joint  resolution  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, reducing  the  price  paid  for  the  printing 
of  the  Senate  to  the  price  paid  by  the  other  House 
of  Congress,  was  taken  up,  read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

COMPROMISE  ACT. 

The  CHAIR  [Mr.  BATAnn]  announced  the  un- 
finished special  order;  which  was  the  resolutions 
reported  from  the  Finance  Committee,  for  the  in- 
definite postponement  of  the  bill  introduced  by 
Mr.  McDorriE,  to  reduce  the  rates  of  the  tarin 
to  the  standard  of  the  compromise  act. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  rose  and  moved  that  the  Sei>- 
ate  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  executive  busi- 
ness— there  being  some  of  importance  to  transact 
there. 

Mr.  EVANS  was  willing  for  the  special  order 
to  be  postponed  till  to-morrow,  though  he  was 
prepared  to  enter  upon  the  discussion. 

The  question  was  put;'  and  the  Senate  agreed 
to  go  into  the  consideration  of  executive  business. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  rose  to  suggest,  in  reference 
to  the  constitutional  difficulty  which  prevailed  on 
the  other  side  with  respect  to  entertaining  his 
bill,  that  he  was  prepared  to  offer  an  amendment 
which  would  obvi:ile  all  such  objections.  This 
would  supersede  Ihe  necessity  of  discussing  the 
preliminary  question;  and  Ihe  debate  could  then 
be  continued  on  the  tiu-iff  policy,  so  that  every 
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gonllenmn  who  wislu'd  to  parlicipate  in  (lie  dis- 
cussuin  inislii  linve  an  opportunity  of  doing  so. 
H<>  liml  made  iliis  sussosiion  in  consequence  of 
wlmt  lind  follon  from  the  Senator  from  Maine  on 
R  former  ilny — itiat  if  the  subject  were  presented 
in  any  form  which  would  justify  ihc  Senate  in 
rntrrtajiiiii;  it,  hi>  and  his  friends  would  not 
shrink  from  its  discussion.  Tlic  nmundment  ho 
had  prrpanxl  wouM  supersede  the  necessity  of 
the  motion  of  tlic  Senator  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Arcuer,)  to  set  rid  of  tlie  suhjuct. 

Mr.  AttCHERsaid  the  Sonata  had  determined 
to  go  into  executive  sosaion,  and  it  was  not  then  ' 
in  order  to  reply  to  the  Senator's  suggestion. 

EXECUTIVE  SESSION. 
The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  executive  business;  and  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
TuEsnAT,  Januarg  30,  1844. 

The  Journal  having  been  read, 

The  SPEAICER  remarked  that  the  first  busi- 
ness in  order  was  the  report  of  the  select  com- 
mittee on  rules,  on  which  the  gentleman  from 
Gcoi^ia  [Mr.  Stiles]  had  the  floor. 

Mr.  STILES  said:  When  I  last  addressed  the 
House,  before  concluding,  I  had  shown,  by  refer- 
ence to  liuLsell's  Pitrliunientary  Precedents  that 
petitions  against  taxes  were  rejected  by  Parlia- 
ment. Now,  sir.'as  we  are  referred  to  England 
fur  the  rule  of  our  conduct,  upon  what  principle 
was  it  that  petitions  against  taxes  were  always 
rejected.'  It  was  that  taxes  necessary  fnr  the 
support  of  Government  could  not  be  petitioned 
against.  Out  I  ask,  sir,  if  nothing  besides  taxes 
ore  necea.tary  for  the  support  of  Government? 
Can  any  Guvernmenl  in  the  world  lost  a  moment 
without  them.'  Can  dollars  and  cents  be  placed. 
in  the  scale  against  f^iih  and  honor.'  Are  not 
the  faith  and  honor  of  the  nation  pledged  upon 
liie  subject  of  slavery.'  Would  the  slaveholding 
Stales  ever  have  entered  into  the  Union — would 
our  southern  fatherseverhavesigned  the  Constitu- 
tion, unless  their  rights  had  been  secured  by  that 
instrument?  Will  not  that  Union  be  dissolved 
whenever  the  Government  shall,  instead  of  pro- 
tecting, plunder  them  of  their  property?  Yes, 
sir,  slavery  and  the  Constitution  have  flourished 
together;  their  existence  is  the  same,  and  insep- 
arable; and  if  folly  and  madness  shall  destroy 
the  one,  the  other  will  follow  it  to  the  tomb. 

But  to  return  to  the  argument  from  which  I 
have  deviated,  to  reply  to  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts.  Parliament,  I  have  shown,  were 
in  the  constant  practice  of  rejecting  petitions. 
The  inteljiitent  framers  of  the  Constitution  were 
familiar  with  this  fact;  and  in  guarding  our  coun- 
try against  the  evils  of  such  legislation  as  the 
riot  acts,  in  protecting  the  great  right  of  petition, 
their  omission  to  provide  that  petitions  should  be 
rec<-ived,  is  evidence,  irresistible  and  conclusive, 
that  the  reception  of  petitions  was  never  intendcil 
to  be  embraced  in  tlie  amendment,  or  compre- 
hended under  the  right  of  petition.  According 
to  the  letter  of  the  Constitution,  this  rule*is  not  a 
violation  of  that  instrument,  because  no  law  is 
passed  or  contemplated.  According  to  its  spirit. 
It  is  not  violated,  b.'causc  the  object  of  the  amend- 
ment was  simply  to  prevent  the  passage  of  such 
octs  as  those  of  George  I.  and  Charles  II.;  and 
because  the  practice  of  rejecting  petitions  was 
Goinnion  in  England,  familiar  to  the  authors  of 
the  amendment,  and  not  provided  against  by 
them.  It  is  not  a  violation  of  the  Constitution, 
then.  Is  its  violation  of  the  right  of  petition? 
But  instead  of  searching  the  Constitution  in  order 
to  a.icertain  what  are  the  rights  of  petition,  strange 
to  tell,  we  must,as  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
■ays,  throw  the  Constitution  aside,  and  go  back 
to  England,  to  the  British  Parliament,  to  the  bill 
of  rights,  which  grew  out  of  the  revolution  of 
1C8S.  A  citizen  of  Americaf  the  freest  country 
in  the  world,  (as  the  gentleman  from  North  Car- 
olina observed,)  run  away  from  his  own  country 
and  flee  to  England  for  his  freedom !  1  leave  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  to  reconcile  himself 
with  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  his  as- 
sociate in  feeling  on  this  subject.  I  leav^  him  lo 
explain  to  that  member  how  it  is  that  a  citizen 
of  the  freest  country  in  the  world  can  throw  aside 
the  Constitution  of  his  country,  and  seek  a  cover 


for  his  rights,  a  shelter  for  his  libeities,  behind 
the  acts  of  a  British  Parliament. 

But  why  should  we  go  back  for  instruction  to 
England  ?  as  the  gentleman  from  New  York  said. 
Is  there  any  analogy  between  either  the  Govern- 
ment or  the  people  of  England  and  our  own?    In 
England  all  power  is  in  the  Government.  Here  it 
is  in  the  people.    There,  the  Parliainei|t,  humanly 
spi-aking,  is  omnipotent.    Here,  our  Congress  is 
limited  in  its  powers  to  a  few  specified  subjects, 
marked  out  and  llcflned  by  a  written  Constitution. 
In  Great  Britain,  the  sovereign  holds  his  office 
independent  of  the  people;  and  so  do  the  members 
of  the  House  of  Lords.     If  arbitrary  and  unjust 
laws  arc  instituted  hy  the  Government,  the  peo- 
ple, however  unanimous  against  them,  have  no 
remedy  but  in  an  humble  petition  for  their  aboli- 
tion.    Here,  the  membera  of  the  Government  are 
directly  responsible  to  the  people,  hold  theirofliccs 
subject  10  the  popular  will,  and,  if  unfaithful  to 
their  trusts,  they  are  turnei]  out,  and  more  faith- 
ful servants  chosen  in  their  places.     It  results, 
therefore,  that  whilst,  in  monarchical  Govern- 
ments, the  ri!;ht  to  petition  the  rulers  is  the  high- 
est or  ultimate  right  of  the  subject  in  securing 
him  from  molestation  at  the  haniis  of  his  Govern- 
ment, here  the  right  dwindles  into  comparative 
insignificance;  being  only  a  right  to  petition  our 
own  servants  to  do  that  which  we  may  command 
them  to  do,  or  discharge  them  for  not  doing.    In  ! 
short,  in  England  the  people  are  lisletuU  to  only  ] 
when  they  speak  in  the  humble  tone  of  pelilion.  I 
In  America  they  teilt  be  heard,  through  the  au- 
thoritative voice  of  instruction.         •  ! 
Whatdoes  this  right  of  petition  embrace?  What  ' 
would  they  have?   The  right  peaceably  to  assem- 
We.     Do  we  propose  to  disturb  that  right?    No. 
The  right  to  prepare  a  petition.     Oo  we  propose 
to  prevent  them .'   No.    The  right  to  present  that 
petition  to  this  body.     Do  we  oppose  that  right? 
Sir,  the  question  has  not  been  fairly  met.     Gen- 
tlemen argue  as  though  wc  denied  the  right  of 
petition.     Wc  make  no  such  denial.    We  are  as  , 
warm  advocates  of  the  right  of  petition  as  any  i 
persons  on  this  floor.     We  know  the  import-  ' 
ance  of  that  right,  and  would  not  touch  it.    We  | 
are  willing    that  gentlemen  shall  exercise  the  | 
right  to  as  full  an  extent,  at  least,  as  it  is  enjoyed  ! 
ill  England,  (for  that  seems  to  be  the  summit  of 
their  ambition;)  but  we  come  to  issue  with  them 
as  to  the  limits  and  extent  of  that  right.    What  [ 
are  the  limits  and  extent  of  that  right?    There  \ 
must  be  some  point  at  which  the  right  of  petition  ' 
ends,  and  that  of  legislating  by  this  body  com- 
mences.   Where  does  the  right  of  petition  end? 
Just  where  that  of  legislation  commences.     Le- 
gislation cannot  go  back  and  interfere  with  peti- 
tion; nor  can  petition  extend  forward  and  inter-  i 
fere  with  legislation.    The  right  of  legislation 
commences  the  moment  the  House  is  informed  i 
of  the  petition.    If  they  have  a  right  logo  one  | 
step  further,  and  say  we  shall  receive,  they  have 
just  as  much  right  to  say  we  shall  refer,  and  we  I 
shall  grant.    The  action  of  the  House — the  right  I 
of  legislation — commences  with  the  presentation 
of  the  petition;  and  the  refusal-to  accept  is  no  in-  ' 
tcrference  with  that  right.  We  do  not  propose  to  I 
interfere  with  their  assembling;  wc  do  not  die-  ' 
tatc  the  manner  in  which  they  shall  prepare  a  pe-  | 
tition,  or  how  they  should  present  it  to  this  body. 
But,  when  they  have  assembled;  when  they  have 
prepared  the  petition;  when  they  have  presented 
It  to  the  House;  when,  in  short,  their  right  has  I 
been  fully  exercised  and  completely  exhausted,  ' 
then  it  is  that  our  right  commences;  and,  as  we', 
have  not  interfered  with  them,  we  slrould   not 
permit  them  to  interfere  with  us,  and  to  usurp 
the  legislative  powers  of  the  country,  and  dictate 
to  us  the  mode  and  manner  in  which  our  duties 
shall  be  performed. 

But,  says  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina, 
the  petition  should  be  received, "  in  order  to  know 
what  it  is  the  petitioners  want."  We  undertake, 
says  the  member  from  Maine,  by  the  refusal  of 
the  petition,  "  to  prejudge  the  case,"  and  "  con- 
demn them  unheard. 

Here  is  another  step  where  gentlemen  reason 
unfairly.  They  assume,  as  a  starting  point  upon 
which  to  found  an  argument,  that  we  have  never 
seen,  read,  o^  heard  the  petition.  Now,  sir,  if 
this  be  reasoning,  gentlemen  have  forgotten  the  | 
very  first  rule  in  logic.  They  have  failed  to  prove 
their  premises.  Is  it  true,  in  point  of  fact,  that 
we  are  unacquainted  with  the  objects  of  the  peti- 1 


tion  ?  Is  there  a  member  here  who  can  rise  in  his 
place  and  say  that  he  docs  "  not  know  what  the 
petitioners  want?"  Have  they  not  been  pricsented 
!  beyond  number  for  years  past?  Has  not  Congress 
heard,  considered,  discussed, and  determined  that 
they  cannot  entertain  jurisdiction  of  the  subject; 
and  how  can  the  announcement  of  this  House  of 
its  judgment  in  the  matter,  (for  that  is  the  whole 
sum  and  substance  of  the  rule,)  be  considered  as 
ignorance  on  the  part  of  this  House  of  the  wants 
of  the  petitibncr? 

But  "  we  preiudje  thecase."  "  We  condemn 
them  unheard."  What  do  gentlemen  mean?  Am 
I  to  understand  that  the  petitions  have  never  been 
read  ?  They  have  been  read  over  and  over  again, 
whilst  before  the  question  of  reception  is  put,  the 
petition  can  always  be  read  upon  the  call  of  any 
member  of  the  House.  Is  it  meant,  by  not  being 
heard,  that  these  petitions  have  never  been  dis- 
cussed? They  have  been  discussed  in  this  Hall 
to  the  fullest  extent  for  weeks,  and  even  months, 
whilst  the  Question  of  reception  not  only  admits 
discussion,i}ul  admits  it  in  the  most  ample  man- 
ner. 

Gentlemen  argue  as  though  we  had  no  right, 
for  any  cause  or  under  any  circumstances,  to  re- 
ject a  petition.  Is  the  right  illimitable?  Isevery 
petition,  however  disrespectful  to  this  body,  to 
be  received?  Is  there  any  one  who,  in  his  zeal 
for  the  freedom  of  petition,  goes  that  far  ?  I  pre-  ' 
sumenot.  There  is,then,8ome  limit  to  that  right. 
We  have  the  power  to  reject;  the  right  to  refuse 
is  conceded.  And  is  not  this  rejection  an  abridg- 
ment of  the  great  right  of  petitjon  ?  Oh  no !  And 
why?  Because  it  would  beaninterference  with  the 
dignity  of  our  honorable  selves,  and  perhaps  bean 
interruption  of  the  Uusiness  of  the  House.  This 
great  inherent  and  inalienable  right  cannot  stand, 
then,  when  brought  into  contact  with  our  dignity 
or  our  business.  These  are  to  be  rejected;  but 
all  others  are  to  be  received.  These  petitions  may 
be  as  disrespectful  as  their  authors  please,  to  our 
constituents  or  our  States;  but  so  as  they  do  not 
(ouch  our  noble  selves,  they  are  to  be  received. 
They  may  treat  with  contempt  the  Constiiijtion 
ofthc  country,  and  trample  on  its  chartered  rights; 
but  so  as  they  do  not  impede  our  businets  here, 
they  are  to  be  received.  From  whence  did  we 
obtain  our  dignity?  Are  we  in  a  monarchical 
Government,  and  was  it  born  with  us?  No, sir; 
it  was  derived  from  the  people;  yet  we  would  re- 
ject a  petition  here,  disrespectful  to  ourselves, 
who  are  the  t<rrants,  but  receive  one  insulting  to, 
and  defamatory  of,  the  people,  who  arc  the  mat- 
ters. Whence^do  we  derive  our  powers  of  legis- 
lation? From  the  Constitution;  and  we  would 
reject  a  petition  impeding  ourlegislatiAn,  and  yet 
receive  one  violative  of  the  Constitution,  from 
whence  all  our  powers  of  legislation  are  derived, 
and  upon  whicii  the  welfare  of  the  country  de- 
pends. The  right  illimitable  ?  Then,  where  the 
necessity  of  that  rule  of  the  House  which  makes 
it  incumbent  on  the  introducer  to  give  a  state- 
ment of  the  contents  of  the  petition  ?  Where  the 
necessity  of  a  statement,  unless  its  object  be  to 
deteimine  whether  or  not  Congress  has  jurisdic- 
tion over  the  subject?  If  there  be  no  discretion, 
where  the  necessity  of  that  other  rule  which  re- 
quires the  question  of  reception  to  be  put?  Where 
the  necessity  of  a  question  at  all,  if  we  are  pro- 
hibited from  voting  or  answering  in  the  negative? 
The  right  of  peptioii  involves  two  considerations: 
1st.  The  right  of  the  citizen  aggrieved  to  petition; 
2d.  The  power  of  the  Government  over  the  subject 
of  the  petition. 

1.  Then  the  citizen  must  he aggrievedbetore  he 
can  petition. 

The  only  petitions  excluded  by  this  rule  are 
those  upon  the  subject  of  slavery.  Is  a  majority 
of  this  House  prepared  to  pronounce  slavery  a 
grievance  ?  Can  an  institution  recognized  and  se- 
cured by  the  Constitution  be  a  grievance  ?  Are 
they  prepared  to  pronounce  the  Constitution  (for 
it  is  the  Constitution)  a  grievance  ?  Was  it  the 
intention  of  the  Constitution  lo  entail  grievance* 
on  the  people?  The  same  Constitution  which 
guaranties  the  right  of  petition  guaranties  the  ex- 
istence of  slavery .  Both  rights  are  equally  secured 
by  the  same  high  authority.  Can  one  portion  of 
the  Constitution  be  used  to  destroy  another? 
Could  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  have  beeu 
guilty  of  such  an  absurdity  as  to  have  given  the 
people  a  right  to  petition  against  the  instrument 
which  they  had  formed  for  their  welfare  and  h«p- 
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pineu .'  Can  they  be  chargeable  with  the  folly  of 
creating  and  sanctioning  a  grievance,  when  they 
have  conferred  the  right  of  petitioning  against 
such  evils?  In  short,  can  anything  in  the  Con- 
stitution be  considered  such  a  grievance  as  the 
people  are  allowed  to  petition  against?  No,  sir; 
by  no  sane  and  unprejudiced  man  can  the  exist- 
ence of  slavery  be  considered  a  grievance  in  the 
contemplation  of  the  Constitution. 

But  again:  wAote  grievances  does  the  Constitu- 
tion contemplate  should  be  the  subject  of  petition  ? 
Certainly  those  of  the  petitioners,  the  grievances 
of  the  petitioners  themselves,  and  not  those  of  any 
other  body  or  person.  Will  any  gentleman  on 
this  floor  attempt  to  show  how  slavery  at  the 
South  is  a  grievance  to  the  people  of  the  North  ? 
How  can  they  ask  us  to  consider  as  a  grievance 
that  which  those  who  are  alone  concerned  neither 
know  nor  acknowledge  ?  There  are  those,  doubt- 
less, at  the  North,  if  not  in  this  Hall,  who  look 
upon  slavery  in  the  abstract  as  an  evil;  but  is  it 
therefore  a  grievance  ?  I  call  upon  any  constitu- 
tional lawyer  on  this  floor,  and  more  especially 
the  strict  constructionist,  to  say  that  it  is  such  a 
grievance  as  was  contemplated  by  the  authors  of 
the  first  amendment  of  the  Constitution, 

2.  The  power  of  the  Government  over  the  sub- 
ject of  the  petition. 

What  is  the  object  which  petitioners  profess  to 
have  in  view  in  the  presentation  of  petitions? 
'  What  is  the  end  to'be  attained,  and  upon  which 
Congress  can  alone  recognize  their  right  of  appli- 
cation? It  is  redress.  And  a  grievance  which 
Congress  has  no  right  to  redress,  they  may  have 
Dp  right  to  petition  against;  because  grievances 
which  Congress  can  redress  are  the  grievancesi 
and  the  only  grievances,  contemplated  in  the 
amendment. 

Now,  if  there  is  a  single  constitutional  princi- 
ple which,  more  than  any  other,  may  be  consid- 
ered as  settled  beyond  the  possibility  of  dispute, 
it  is  that  the  institution  of  slavery  is  municipal, 
not  national.  It  belongs  exclusively  to  the  States, 
and  can  only  be  effected  by  State  legislation. 

The  domestic  institutions  of  the  South  are  her 
own.  They  were  brought  into  the  Union  with 
her;  secured  by  the  compact  which  makes  us  one 
people;  and  he  who  looks  upon  it  as  a  grievance 
18  an  enemy  to  the  Constitution,  and  opposed  to 
the  peace  and  prosperity  of  our  common  country. 

I  have  thus  attempted  to  show  that  slavery  is 
not  a  grievance.  If  it  were  a  grievance  at  all,  it 
is  not  one  affecting  the  people  of  the  North;  and 
that,  if  it  were  a  grievance  affecting  the  people  of 
the  North,  it  is  not  one  which  can  be  redressed 
by  the  Government;  and  therefore'  no  one  has  a 
constitutional  right  to  petition  for  its  abolition. 
A  petition  to  any  person  or  authority  presup- 
poses the  power  of  relief.  A  right  of  petition 
cannot  exist  where  there  is  no'duty  to  hear  the 
complaint;and  the  duty  to  hear  cannot  exist  with- 
out a  commensurate  power  to  redress.  There  is, 
then,  no  duty  to  receive  a  petition  upon  which 
Congress  has  indisputably  no  power  to  act;  and 
the  refusal  to  receive  such  petition  cannot  be  tor- 
tured into  a  violation  of  the  right  to  send  il,  which 
never  existed. 

Again,  say  gentlemen,  •'  let  the  petitions  be  re- 
ceived, and  tlicy  will  vote  with  us  for  their  rejec- 
tion immediately  al'ter  reception."  To  such  I 
•ay,  there  is  one  point  in  which  we  agree;  and 
that  .the  most  important  of  the  whole  mutter.  It 
is  in  the  refusal  or  denini  of  the  prayer  of  the  pe- 
tition. Reception  is  all  that  divides  us.  But  I 
ask,  does  not  reception  carry  with  it  jurisdiction 
over  the  subject-matter  of  the  petition?  Does 
not  reception  carry  the  implicaiion,  ineviiably, 
that  the  petition  may  or  may  not  be  granted  ? 
Reception  either  carries  the  implication,nrit  docs 
not.  The  proposition  must  be  answered  nflirina- 
tively  or  negatively.  If  it  be  answered  nflirma- 
tively,  (if  the  reception  carries  jurisdiction  over 
the  subject  of  slavery,)  if  it  carries  the  implica- 
tion that  the  prayer  for  its  abolition  may  or  may 
not  be  granted,  are  they  willing  to  stand  forth 
as  the  advocates  of  reception  ?  Clearly  not;  be- 
cause, in  the  outset,  they  agree  that  the  prayer 
could  not  be  granted,  because,  if  Congress  ii>ovld, 
she  has  not  the  power  to  grant  it.  If,  then,  re- 
ception carries  jurisdiction,  they  are  opposed  to 
it.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  prupositiun  be  an- 
swered negatively,  if  lecopiion  does  not  carry 
jurisdiction  and  the  implication  that  the  prayer 
may  or  may  not  be  granted,  where  ia  the  use  of 


it  ?  Where  the  difference  between  reception  and 
instant  rejection  aAer  it  is  received  ?  What  is  to 
be  gained  by  reception  ?  Is  it  any  advantage  to 
the  petitioner  that  his  prayer  is  rejected  imme- 
diately after,  instead  of  immediately  before,  recep- 
tion. How  does  the  simple,  naked  vote  of  re- 
ception benefit  him?  Theprayerof  a  petition  is 
its  vital  part:  take  away  the  prayer,  and  you  de- 
prive it  of  all  vitality — make  itadead  letter.  If, 
therefore,  we  reject  the  prayer,  do  we  not  reject 
the  petition  ?  The  distinction  is  too  refined  and 
abstract  for  a  question  of  such  universal  and  vital 
importance.  It  is  but  a  dispute  about  terms,  and 
wholly  overlooks  the  substance.  It  is  at  first 
and  at  last  a  rejection  of  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tion; but  a  refusal  of  the  petition  is  a  rejection  in 
a  mode  to  save  time  and  money,  put  an  end  to 
such  applications,  and  prevent  discussions  dan- 
gerous to  the  Union. 

But  (says  the  member  from  Maine,  and  it  is 
reiterated  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York  and 
others)  separate  the  right  of  petition  from  aboli- 
tion, and  see  how  we  will  come  up  to  the  mark; 
how  we  will  sustain  our  obligations  to  the  Union. 
Sir,  the  rightofpetition  and  abolition  ought  never 
to  have  been  blended.  To  connect  them  is  a  mere 
trick,  an  artful  scheme  to  excite  the  sympathies 
and  delude  the  judgment  of  this  legislative  body. 
And  who,  pray,  are  the  authors  of  this  base  trick? 
Who  the  projectors  of  this  artful  scheme  ?  Who 
connected  the  right  of  petition  with  abolition  ? 
Are  we  at  the  South,  the  slaveholdine  community, 
subject  to  the  charge?  It  will  not  oe  pretended. 
It  will  not  be  presumed  for  a  moment  that  we 
would  throw  any  obstacles  in  the  way,  and  create 
interference  with  the  maintenance  of  our  just  and 
constitutional  rights.  Are  our  friends  of  the 
North,  the  anti-Abolitionists,  chargeable?  Surely 
not.  They  deprecate  the  difficulty;  they  pray 
deliverance  from  the  embarrassment;  and  we  nave 
no  reason  to  question  their  aiocerity.  If  neither 
the  South  nor  those  opposed  to  abolition  in  the 
North  are  the  authors  of  this  scheme,  who  are? 
There  is  but  one  other  party  in  the  country  upon 
this  subject,  and  it  results,  inevitably,  that  they 
are  its  authors;  namely,  the  Abolitionists  them- 
selves. I  appeal  to  our  intelligent  and  reflecting 
friends  from  the  North — I  put  it  to  them,  whether 
they  will  suffer  tiiemselvcs  to  be  thus  entrapped; 
caught  in  the  snare  set  for  them  b/ these  fanat- 
ics; deluded  by  this  miserable  cublerfuge,  the 
pitiful  cry  of  the  violation  of  the  right  of  petition. 
But  it  has  already  been  hinted,  I  may  be  answered, 
that  though  lliismny  be  buta  trick,  yet  the  Aboli- 
tionists have  so  fully  succeeded  in  poisoning  the 
minds  of  our  constituents,  so  thoroughly  and  ex- 
tensively liave  they  persuaded  them  that  the  non- 
reception  of  their  petitions  is  a  violation  of  their 
inalienable  rights,  that  unless  we  carry  out  their 
views,  the  relation  between  us  of  Repri'sentaiive 
and  constituent  will  lie  dissolved.  Sir,  such  a 
suggesti<m  scarcely  dfserves  a  passing  notice. 
Any  man  who  lej;islates  here  with  a  view  to  get 
back  into  this  Hall,  will  of  course  not  be  guided 
by  reason.  Such  a  member  is  unworthy  of  his 
station,  because  he  legislates  for  himself,  and  not 
for  Ilia  country.  Their  constituents  think  the 
right  of  petition  abridged,  when  we  are  daily  re- 
ceiving petitions  without  objection,  over  which 
Congress  has  jurisdiction,  and  reject  only  those 
over"  which  Congress  has  no  control.  Cannot 
they  understand  the  difference  between  the  abuse 
anil  use  of  an  important  right? 

The  same  amendment  which  guaranties  the 
right  of  petition,  guaranties  also  freedom  of 
speech  and  of  the  press;  and  because  thoje  rights 
are  secured,  is  there  therefore  no  such  thing  as 
slander  or  libel  ?  If  their  constituents  cannot  now 
be  bi'iiuglit  to  und<:rsland  the  difference  between 
a  proper  and  nn  improper  petition,  upon  a  sub- 
ject of  which  Congress  lias  cognizance,  and  one 
where  it  has  no  jurisdiction,  how  ia  it  proposed 
to  make  them  understand  tlie  difference  between 
the  rijection  ofa  petition  and  the  rejection  of  the 
prayer  ofa  petition?  How  can  ihey  be  made  to 
comprehend  how  it  is  that  a  petition  is  of  so 
much  consequence  us  to  be  received,  and  is  yot, 
at  the  same  time,  of  so  little  consequence  as  to  be 
rejected?  1  trust  that  our  friends  of  the  North 
will  not  suffer  themselves  to  be  alarmed  by  the 
delusive  cry  ofa  "false  i88iie"being  iriade,or  be 
deterred  from  pursiilii;  their  true  course  for  fear 
of  consequences  which  do  not  and  ought  nut 
legitimately  to  follow 


The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  has  at. 
tempted  to  illustrate  this  matter  of  "  false  posi- 
tion," by  a  "  simille  of  a  battle."  Let  me  tell 
the  gentleman  that  he  has  himself  assumed,  in 
the  outset,  "  false  positions;"  and,  in  some  cases- 
false  characters  for  his  parties  in  that  battle.  He 
represents  a  general  to  have  taken  a  position  with 
his  own  troops  behind  a  secure  breastwork;  but 
has  stationed  his  allies  on  exposed  ground,  where 
they  are  rapidly  falling  by  the  enemy 'a  fire.  The 
secure  breastwork  is  the  Constitution.  Where, 
I  ask,  are  the  allies — where  the  exposed  ground ! 
Who  are  the  contending  parties  in  this  engage- 
ment? The  enemies  and  the  friends  of  the  Con- 
stitution? The  gentleman  can  make  no  other 
answer.  Who  are  the  enemies?  Of  course  the 
Abolitionists.  Who  are  the  friends  of  the  Con- 
stitution ?  The  anti-Abolitionists.  Where,  then, 
are  the  allies  ?  Are  the  anti-Abolitionists  of  tlie 
North  any  less  the  enlisted  soldiers  and  interest- 
ed defenders  of  the  Constitution  than  we  at  the 
South  ?  Surely  not.  Where  the  exposed  ground' 
We  are  behind  the  breast-work,  (as  the  gentle- 
man considers  the  Constitution .)  Have  we  pushed 
our  friends  of  the  North  beyond  that  Constitu- 
tion? or  are  they  beyond,  and  in  any  exposed 
situation?  No,  sir;  we  both  stand  together  upon 
the  same  ground — the  battlements  of  the  Consti- 
tution. The  enemy — the  Abolitionists — are  alone 
without;  they  are  striving  to  enter  the  citadel; 
slavery  is  the  weak  point  in  the  fortress.  It  is 
there  they  design  a  breach.  We  have  there  con- 
structed a  barrier;  that  barrier  ia  the  rule.  While 
that  remains,  the  fortress  stands.  When  it  is 
gone  the  fortress  falls.  That  barrier  can  be  re- 
moved only  by  some  one  within.  The  fortress 
can  be  taken,  the  citadel  lost,  only  by  treachery 
in  the  camp.  I  will  pursue  the  simtlie  do  fur- 
ther. But  let  roe  tell  the  member  from  North 
Carolina,  that  if  this  rule  ia  lost,  from  the  rela- 
tion in  which  he  stands  to,  and  the  part  he  has 
borne  in  this  transaction,  he  msy  go  home  to  his 
constituents,  and  to  his  grave,  covered  with  the 
unenviable  immortality  of  having  betrayed  the 
interests  of  the  South,  and  in  having  surrendered 
the  Constitution  of  his  country. 

I  hoped  to  have  had  time  to  have  commented 
upon  the  motives  of  these  Abolitionists.  But 
whatever  they  are — whether  to  destroy  the  insti- 
tution of  slavery,  or,  ty  their  petitions,  only  to 
annoy  and  insult  the  South — will  not  the  rejec- 
tion of  this  rule  by  the  House  be  to  them  a  tri- 
umph ?  No  one  can  dispute  the  point.  -  Are  not 
the  Abolitionists  the  enemies  of  the  country?  No 
one  will  deny  the  assertion.  Are  our  friends  in 
the  North  wtUiiig  to  contribute  to  accomplish  the 
triumph  of  the  enemies  of  the  country;and  espe- 
cially when  their  victory  would  be  over  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  land;  the  liberties  of  the  people? 
Sir,  let  me  tell  gentlemen  of  the  North  that  on 
this  subject  there  is  no  neutral  ground.  There 
are  but  two  parties  in  this  contest — the  friends 
and  the  foes  of  the  Constitution.  They  must  take 
sides  with  one  or  the  other;  and  wherever  their 
influence  settles,  victory  must  perch  upon  that 
banner.  The  whole  responsibility  is  with  the 
North.  Let  them  not  shrink  from  their  high  des- 
tiny; let.thein  glory  in  the  occasion;let  them  meet 
it  like  men;  let  them  do  their  duty,  and  leave  con- 
sequences to  lake  care  of  themselves. 

Sir,  will  gentlemen  hesitate  ?  Is  this  a  time  for 
hesitation,  when  the  Government  isasitated  to  its 
very  center?  Is  this  a  time  to  cavil  about  terroJ, 
when  the  foundations  of  the  nation  are  shaken? 
Is  this  a  lime  to  make  hair-breadth  distinctions 
about  the  extent  of  rights,  when  our  very  days 
seem  numbered  ?  I  tell  gentlemen  of  the  North, 
the  South  is  in  danger;  and  will  they  hesitate? 
Was  such  the  conduct  of  the  Soutli  when  the 
North  wos  in  danger — not  from  a  feeble  band  of 
fanatics,  but  from  the  most  powerful  nation  of 
the  world  ?  Sixty-eight  years  ago,  when  the  re- 
port of  the  musketry  ot  Lexington  gave  token  of 
the  danger  of  our  brethren  of  the  North,  n  cargo  of 
powder  was  captured  off  Savannah,  by  Georgia 
enterprise  and  Geiftgia  valor.  Was  that  ammu- 
nition, at  the  time  so  scarce  in  the  country,  re- 
tained at  borne  to  await  the  arrival  of  the  enemy 
on  our  own  shores,  and  to  defend  our  own  fire- 
sides? No  sir;  I  am  proud  to  say,  that  with  that 
disinterested  patriotism  which  lias  ever  charac- 
terized 4he  South,  it  was  iinmedi«leljf  sbip|>ed  to 
Boston,  and  it  arrived  in  lime  to  thunder  from  tbs 
heights  of  Bunker  hill  defiance  to  oppresaioo. 
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And  in  our  late  wnr,  waged  for  "  free  trade 
and  sailors' rights,"  did  the  South  stop  to  inquire 
whether  the  owners  of  the  ships  or  the  impressed 
seamen  were  natives  of  a  southern  latitude?  it 
Wfts  enou°:h  for  ihem  to  know  that  the  flag  which 
had  been  dishonored  was  the  American  fla^;  that 
the  seaman  oppressed  was  an  American  citizen; 
and  tliey  were  at  their  posts,  and  ready  to  lose 
their  last  life  drop  for  the  protection  or  the  one 
and  the  defense  of  the  other. 

Sir,  the  people  of  the  South  love  the  Union. 
They  venerate  the  Constitution  as  the  bond  of 
that  Union,  and  will  be  the  last  to  engage  in  its 
infractions.  But  they  love  the  Constitution  as  it 
is;  as  it  was  construed  by  those  who  made  it;  as 
it  has  been  approved  by  nearly  half  a  century's 
auccessive  legislation— sufficient  for  all  the  pur- 
poses of  our  Gorernment,  and  all  the  glory  of 
our  country.  But  now,  if  the  North,  regardless 
of  the  claims  of  the  South,  will  suffer  that  instru- 
ment to  be  violated — if  the  Constitution,  like  the 
right  of  petition,  is  of  so  much  consequence  as  to 
be  preserved  when  for  their  gratification,  and  at 
the  same  time  of  so  little  consequence  as  to  be 
violated  when  for  our  destruction — if  the  Consti- 
tution is  to  be  thus  mutilated,  the' South  will  not 
respect  mere  fragments,  scattered  in  the  struggle 
of  other  States  to  overthrow  her  institutions.  If 
that  hour  comes,  (which  God  avert!)  she  will 
hesitate  not  to  appeal  from  the  canceled  obliga- 
tions of  a  once-venerated  Constitution,  to  her  own 
inherent  and  "  inalienable  "  right  of  self-protec- 
tion. 

Mr.  A.  JOHNSON  obtained  the  floor,  and 
moved  to  postpone  the  subject  until  the  morning 
hour  of  to-morrow;  which  motion  was  carried — 
90  votin;  in  the  afltrmative,  and  30  in  the  nega- 
tive. 

The  subject  was  accordingly  postponed. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATIONS. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  several 
executive  communications,  which  were  read  by 
the  Clerk,  as  follows: 

1.  A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
transmitting  a  report,  in  obedience  to  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  the  I3tli  instant,  in  relation 
to  the  selection  of  lands  for  the  continuation  of 
the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal  west  of  Lafayette; 
which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

3.  A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
submitting  a  report  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of 
the  House  of  the  I8ih  instant,  in  relation  to  loca- 
tions of  land  by  the  State  of  Missouri,  under  the 
act  of  Congress  of  September  4,  1841,  to  appro- 
priate the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands , 
and  to  grant  preSmpthnn  rights;  which  letter  and 
report  were  laid  on  the  table. 

TRANSFER  OF  APPROPRIATIONS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FARM  ENTER,  the  House 
then  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  iheWhnle 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Campbell  in  the 
chair,)  and  took  up  for  consideration  the  bill  to 
authorize  the  transfer  of  appropriations  in  certain 
eases. 

Mr.  HUGHES  desired  to  postpone  this  sub- 
ject and  take  up  the  resolution  reported  from  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  relating  to  Ore- 
gon. 

The  motion  did  not  prevail. 

Mr.  McICAY  said  he  hoped  the  committee 
would  act  upon  this  bill,  as  he  intended,  as  soon 
as  it  should  be  disposed  of,  to  move  to  take  up 
(he  appropriation  bill.  He  then  proceeded  to 
explain  the  object  of  the  bill  before  the  commit- 
tee. All  the  Departments  of  the  Government  had 
similar  powers  to  that  asked  to  be  conferred  on 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  He  would  admit  the 
appropriations  heretofore  made  had  beenimprov- 
idently  expended.  A  million  of  dollars  had  bfen 
expended,  he  believed,  within  three  or  four 
months  after  the  commencement  of  the  last  cal- 
endar year.  Well,  the  whole  appropriation  was 
gone,  and  how  stood  the  Department  in  regard  to 
liabilities?  This  transfer  was  not  for  the  pur- 
pose, as  some  supposed,  of  enabling  the  Depart- 
ment to  put  workmen  at  the  navy-yards  in  em- 
ployment. No;  it  would  only  enable  that  De- 
partment to'  meet  its  liabilities  now  resting  on 
that  Department,  to  meet  which  there  were  now  no 
funds  whatever.  There  was  an  amount  of  liabil- 
ities of  5787,000  incurred  beyond  the  appropria- 
tiona  made,  some  of  which  might  not  be  called 


for  until  the  next  or  a  subsequent  year.  He  had 
written  to  the  head  of  that  Department  to  ascer- 
tain how  much  of  that  sum  would  be  wanted  for 
the  fiscal  year,  and  he  was  informed  that,  for  the 
department  of  construction,  repair,  &<■..,  $100,000 
would  be  required;  aJid  for  the  department  of  ord- 
nance, &c.,  §272,000  would  be  necessary.  Thus, 
then,  $373,000  were  required  to  meet  liabilities 
which  had  been  incurred  beyond  the  appropria-  I 
tions  in  those  branches  of  the  public  service;  and  I 
why  should  the  House  hesitate  to  make  the  trans- 
fer.' The  objections  to  the  bill  were  predicated 
on  the  improvidence  of  the  Department.  The 
Department  had  illegally  incurred  these  liabilities, 
it  was  said;  but  they  had  been  incurred;and  it 
was  the  duty  of  Congress  to  provide  the  means 
to  discharge  them;  and,  if  any  appropriations  on 
hand  could  be  spared  from  those  branches  to  which 
they  had  been  appropriated,  why  should  not  the 
transfer  be  made  ?  This  was  no  new  power  that 
the  bill  would  give  to  the  Executive  Departments, 
forit  bad  existed  almost  from  the  foundation  of 
the  Government. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  was  very  sorry  to  hear  his 
friend  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  McKat]  taking 
such  a  course.  The  gentleman  from  North  Car- 
olina was  the  last  man  in  this  House  that  he 
should  have  expected  would  have  taken  such  a 
course.  And  what  kind  of  reason  had  been  as- 
signed for  this  transfer  ?  If  they  gave  permission 
to  make  the  transfers,  would  not  the  gentleman 
come  to  Congress  before  the  end  of  the  session, 
and  ask  for  appropriations  for  the  very  branches  of 
the  public  service  from  which  the  transfers  would 
be  made  ?  The  ground  taken  was  rathersrnund  for 
the  impeachment  of  the  Secretary;  and  it  ought 
to  be  so  considered  and  treated  by  the  House. 
Congress  had  made  certain  appropriations,  and 
what  had  the  Secretary  done?  Why,  he  not  only 
expended  the  sum  to  which  he  was  limited,  but 
had  incurred  liabilities  to  a  large  amount.  And 
why  did  he  not  come  to  Congress  and  ask  for 
appropriations  to  meet  those  liabilities?  Because 
Congress  would  want  to  know  what  he  had  done 
with  that  million  of  dollars  which  had  been  ap- 
propriated, and  how  it  had  been-expended.  He 
regarded  this  application  to  transfer  appropria- 
tions, as  an  indirect  application  for  an  appropri- 
ation of  $200,000  more  than  the  million  of  dollars 
to  which  Congress  had  limited  the  expenditures 
of  those  branches  of  the  public  service.  And 
what  was  to  become  of  that  sum  of  $200,000? 
Before  he  would  vote  for  such  an  appropriation, 
he  would  call  upon  the  Secrelary  to  show  where 
it  was  to  go;  for  should  they  trust  the  matrage- 
ment  of  the  expenditure  of  this  sum  to  a  Secre- 
I  tary  who  had  thus  squandered  the  public  money? 
.  He  WHS  opposed  to  such  a  course;  and  he  would 
j  vote  nothing  beyond  the  regular  appropriations, 
I  unless  an  investigation  into  this  matter  should 
take  place.  Such  an  investigation  should  be  at 
once  commenced;  and  if  it  were  discovered  that 
wrong  was  done,  they  should  punish  the  wrong 
I  doer. 

Mr.  J.  BRINKERHOFF  said  it  appeared  this 
application  was  predicated  on  the  abuses  of  the 
Department;  but  if  claims  on  Congress  could  be 
'  made  to  rest  on  such  n  foundation,  he  knew  not 
'  where  they  should  find  a  stopping  place.  For  a 
series  of  years  there  had  been  an  outcry  for  a 
diminution  of  expenditures,  and  Congress  had 
limited  the  sum  to  be  expended  by  the  Navy  De- 
partment; and  the  members  of  the  last  Congress 
went  home  to  their  constituents  satisfied  with 
what  they  had  done.  And  what  do  they  see  now? 
Why,  that  the  Secretary  went  on,  and  in  the 
short  space  of  two  months  expended  the  whole  of 
the  sum  to  which  he  was  limited,  and  incurred 
liabilities  of  upwards  of  seven  hundred  thousand 
dollars;  and  then  came  here  and  asked  Congress 
to  cover  either  the  deficiencies  of  a  former  Con- 
gress, on  the  extravagance  of  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment. He  would  consent  to  no  such  appropria- 
tions. How  were  they  to  limit  the  expenditures 
in  the  recess  of  Congress?  The  Constitution  pro- 
vided that  there  should  be  no  expenditures  but  by 
virtue  of  appropriations  made  by  law.  But  that 
was  set  aside,  and  there  would  be  no  check  on 
the  expenditures  if  this  system  of  incurring  pros- 
pective liabilities  were  to  be  allowed  to  go  on.  If 
gentlemen  wished  to  maintain  a  wise  economy  in 
the  public  expenditures,  he  could  assure  them  this 
was  not  the  way  to  do  it.  It  had  l)een  well  ob- 
served  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 


[Mr.  Adams]  some  days  ago,  that  administrative 
economy  was  not  their  busines8;'but  economy  in 
the  appropriations  was  their  business,  and  the 
Department  should  be  made  to  understand  that, 
when  Congress  asserted  that  t'here  should  be  efcon- 
omy,  it  should  be  maintained  in  administration. 
If  they  did  not  do  this,  there  would  be  no  limit 
to  the  extravagance  of  the  Executive  Departments. 
Congress  might  agree,  in  accordance  with  a  report 
and  a  bill  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
to  limit  the  naval  expenditures  for  the  coming 
fiscal  year  to  $5,500,000,  instead  of  nearly  nine 
millions,  hitherto  asked  for;  but  of  what  avail 
would  this  be,  if  Congress  was  to  set  the  prece- 
dent  of  making  appropriations  to  fulfill  contracta 
of  the  Department,  which  had  been  made  without 
reference  to  existing  appropriations?  This  coun- 
try was  in  no  immediate  and  pressing  want  of  a 
Navy — none  at  all.  True,  tliey  were  bullying 
poor,  weak  Mexico,  and,  according  to  appear- 
ances, were  about  to  back  out  of  ajust  contest  for 
our  rights  with  Great  Britain;  but  there  was  no 
necessity  for  great  naval  service,  and  now  was 
the  time  to  tell  the  Departments  that  they  must 
and  shall  limit  their  expenditures  to  the  appro- 
priations.    He  should  vote  against  this  bill. 

They  had  been  accused  of  a  want  of  friendship 
for  the  Navy.  He  liked  the  Navy,  but  he  did 
not  tike  its  faults.  The  Navy  fought  its  way  to 
public  favor  some  twenty-odd  yearsago;  and  if  it 
could  he  shown  that  the  Navy  had  now  as  fair  an 
escutcheon  ss  it  had  then,  he  would  vote  liberal 
appropriations.  But  he  did  not  believe  that  ita 
character  was  in  consonance  with  what  it  was 
twenty  years  ago.  He  believed,  and  the  public 
too  believed,  that  there  was  a  want  of  efficiency 
and  of  manly  energy  in  that  department  of  the 
Government.  There  was  a  want  of  a  proper 
moral  tone,  too,  in  the  Navy.  The  country  be- 
lieved that  there  were  excrescences  that  wanted 
lopping  oflf;  and  he  knew  of  no  'way  in  which 
Congress  could  effect  it  but  by  starvation. 

Mr.  PARMENTER  replied  at  great  length  in 
defense  of  the  bill;  but,  from  his  position  in  the 
House,  he. was  inaudible  at  the  reporter's  tlesk. 

Mr.  BLACK  asked  if  it  did  not  strike  his 
friend  as  a  circumstance  not  a  little  astonishing, 
that  duringa  greaterpartof  the  administration  of 
General  Jackson,  and  the  whole  of  the  adminis- 
tration of  Mr.  'Van  Buren,  and  during  the  sub- 
sequent administrations  of  this  Government  down 
to  a  late  period,  the  very  practice  which  was  now 
under  consideration,  and  which  was  so  fiercely 
objected  to,  existed,  and  the  power  of  making 
transfers  from  one  appropriation  to  another  was 
held  under  their  control  without  submitting  it  to 
this  body  ?  Did  the  gentleman  remember  that 
during  these  two  Administrations,  while  he  waa 
In  Congress,  not  one  word  was  said  about  the 
exercise  of  this  power  by  the  War  Department, 
the  Department  of  State,  and  by  the  Treasury 
Department?  Even  the  Navy  Department, whicn 
was  now  so  fiercely  and  systematically  attacked, 
was  then  let  alone.  Even  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  with  all  his  notions  of  economy  and 
retrenchment,  said  not  one  word  about  this  power 
of  making  transfers  until  the  presetrt  Aministra- 
tion  came  into  power,  and  then  it  suited  the  Whig 
party  to  thwart  him,  and  take  away  from  him 
the  power  which  was  exercised  by  all  the  Admin- 
istrations which  preceded  him,  as  was  done  by 
the  act  of  the  last  session.  They  all  knew  where 
this  act  came  from;  it  was  from  the  other  side  of 
the  House,  and  was  designed  to  thwart  the  Ex- 
ecutive. In  furtherance  of  this  object  they  not 
only  atiocked  the  Navy,  but  wished  to  strip  the 
Department  of  its  legitimate  head ;  and  it  was  now 
exhibited  to  the  country  without  a  head.  There 
was  no  Secretary  of  the  Navy  now;  and  the  next 
movement  would  be  to  cut  the  Navy  down  to  a 
few  frigates.  Was  this  just,  or  was  it  proper? 
On  whot  principle  would  gentlemen  justify  it  to 
themselves  or  to  the  country,  to  trust  this  V>ower 
in  the  hands  of  General  Jackson,  Mr.  'Van  Buren, 
and  General  Harrison,  and  deny  it  to  Mr.  Ty- 
ler ?  There  was  no  justice  in  it,  and  he  hoped 
that  that  view  of  the  subject  alone  would  induce 
them  to  vote  for  this  bill. 

It  was  not  his  purpose  to  eulogize  this  Admin- 
istration; but  he  was  willing  to  treat  it  as  he  had 
done  all  other  Administrations,  and  judge  it  by 
its  acts;  and  if  they  should  be  found  consistent 
with  thp  Constitution  and  welfare  of  the  country, 
he  should  give  it  the  same  support.     After  com- 
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menting  on  and  answering  the  various  objections 
that  bad  been  made  to  the  bill,  Mr.  B.  went  on 
to  show  that  it  was  one  of  limitations  and  re- 
strictions, and  came  strictly  within  the  principle 
contended  for  by  gentlemen  who  were  in  favor  of 
specific  appropriations;  for  the  transfer  was  now 
to  be  under  the  authority  of  Congress,  instead  of, 
as  heretofore,  under  the  authority  of  the  Depart- 
ments. In  answer  to  the  objections  that  had  been 
made  against  an  increase  of  the  Navy,  he  said, 
that  those  gentlemen  who  were  in  favor  of  organ- 
izing the  territory  of  Oregon  should  not  oppose 
the  Navy;  for  without  an  increase  of  that  arm  of 
our  defense,  they  must  not  expect  to  accomplish 
the  objects  they  have  in  view.  Yet  gentlemen 
who  were  in  favor  of  the  organization  of  this  ter- 
ritory, were  the  very  men  who  were  for  cutting 
down  the  Navy.  He  did  not  know  that  he  him- 
self should  go  for  it;  but  he  was  confident  that  be 
would  not,  unless  another  organization  and  the 
ttdmissionof  another  Territory  was  provided  foi". 

Mr.  HUGHES  asked  leave  to  explain— as  he 
presumed  the  gentleman  alluded  to  him  as  one  of 
those  in  favor  of  the  organization  of  the  territory 
of  Oregon;  he  would  take  occasion  to  say  thai  he 
was  not  an  enemy  tif  the  Navy;  but  he  was  op- 
posed to  the  corruptions  existing  in  it,  of  which 
he  had  abundant  evidence.  He  wished  it  to  be 
distinctly  understood  that  he  was  not  hostile  to 
the  Navy — that  he  wished  to  see  it  placed  on  a 
useful  and  effective  footing;  but  he  was  determ- 
ined, if  possible,  to  ferret  out  the  abuses  and  cor- 
ruptions which  impaired  its  efficiency. 

Mr.  BLACK  continued.  If  there  were  abuses 
and  corruptions  existing  in  the  Navy,  that  was  no 
argument  against  this  bill,  for  it  went  to  reform 
abuses,  and  made  the  transfers  contemplated  de- 
pendent on  Congress;  whereas  the/were  form>?r- 
hr  made  on  the  authority  of  the  Department  alone. 
If  there  were  corruptions,  let  them  be  brought 
forward  and  exposed,  and  he  would  join  in  ap- 
plying the  correction;  but  he  hoped  gentlemen 
would  not  oppose  this  bill  because  they  believed 
there  were  corruptions  in  the  Navy,  which  had 
nothing  to  do  with  it.  But  he  was  going  on 
to  say  that,  if  the  Oregon  territory  ir  to  be  or- 
ganized, it  could  not  be  maintained  without  an 
increase  of  the  Navy.  On  this  subject  he  would 
not  say  that  be  would  sustain  the  naked  bill  for 
the  organization  of  Oregon,  unless  it  included 
other  objects;  for  he  did  not  believe  that  the  ter- 
ritory of  itself  would  be  worth  the  millions  of 
treasure  and  the  blood  that  it  would  cost  the  coun- 
try. He  would  consider  such  a  measure  an  un- 
alloyed mischief  if  there  should  not  be  any  other 
considerations  to  compensate  for  its  adoption. 
But  if  Oregon  should  be  connected  with  Texas, 
end  come  in  with  that  country;  it  would  be  with 
his  hearty  concurrence  and  support. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  did  not  understand  this  bill  as 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia  did.  The  gentleman 
■poke  of  it  as  a  mere  transfer  of  money;  but,  in 
his  opinion,  it  did  more,  and  involved  additional 
appropriations.  For  instance,  if  there  should  be, 
after  the  expiration  of  the  fiscal  year,  a  deficiency 
in  the  appropriation  for  the  pay  of  the  Navy, 
there  must  be  an  additional  appropriation.  Now, 
if  gentlemen  intended'lhis  as  a  mere  transfer  of 
appropriations  from  one  head  to  another,  they 
would  not  object  to  the  amendment  he  was  about 
to  oflTer,  which  was,  to  strike  out  the  words  "  du- 
ring the  fiscal  year;"  and  this  would  make  the 
restriction  general,  and  leave  the  expenses  of  the 
Navy  within  what  was  contemplated  bv  the  last 
appropriation  bill.  If  this  was  done,  he  should 
make  no  objection  to  the  bill,  though  he  must  say 
that  he  preferred  the  principle  of  specific  appro- 

Eriations.  He  would  not  adopt  the  precedent 
ere  that,  when  Congress  has  made  specific  ap- 
propriations, any  department  shall  carry  the  ex- 
penditures beyond  them,  and  thereby  compel  it 
to  make  additional  appropriations. 

Mr.  H.  concluded  by  offering  to  amend  the  bill 
by  striking  out  the  words  "  during  the  present 
fiscal  year." 

Mr.  WISE  replied  to  the  objections  that  had 
been  urged  against  the  bill,  and  showed  that  the 
principle  contained  in  it  was  not  anew  one.  The 
power  of  making  transfers  of  the  balances  of  ap- 
propriations'from  one  head  to  another,  had  exist- 
ed in  all  the  Departments  of  the  Government, 
and  had  been  exercised  by  the  Navy  Department 
up  to  the  time  of  the  passage  of  the  bill  for  iu 
reorganization. 


Before  the  passage  of  that  bill,  as  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  had  observed,  the  Secretary 
of  that  Department  had  the  power,  when  an  ap- 
propriation was  made  for  an  item  of  ex)>enditure, 
and  a  balance  remained  idle  in  the  treasury,  to 
transfer  that  balance  to  another  object,  for  the 
accomplishment  of  which  there  was  a  deficiency 
of  appropriations.  This  power  now  existed  in 
the  War  Department,  and,  indeed,  in  all  others 
except  the  Navy;and  the  object  of  depriving  that 
Department  of  that  power,  was  to  preventabuses 
which  might  occur;  but  the  attempt  to  prevent 
abuses  sometimes  defeated  itself.  Those  who 
were  so  much  opposed  to  corruption,  by  passing 
this  bill,  were  not  hitting  the  right  nail  on  the 
head.  When  the  appropriation  came  up,  and  the 
question  arose  as  to  the  propriety  of  voting  a 
large  or  a  small  sum,  gentlemen  would  have  an 
opportunity  of  determining,  and  of  taking  the  re- 
sponsibility of  suspending  the  works;  but,  in  re- 
gard to  this  money,  it  was  already  appropriated. 
The  bill  had  come  unanimously  from  the  commit- 
tee. It  came  from  the  friends  of  economy  on  that 
committee,  as  well  as  from  the  friends  of  the 
Navy.  Some  gentlemen  had  intimated  that,  if  it 
was  proposed  to  make  a  definite  appropriation, 
they  would  vote  for  it;  but  they  cannot  trust  the 
power  to  transfer  appropriations  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy.  The  bill  was  intended  to  authorize 
the  transfer  of  a  specific  sum,  which  must  lie  idle 
unless  this  power  were  given. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  inquired  of  the  gentleman 
whether  the  committee  had  ascertained  that,  this 
$300,000  being  tnken  from  the  appropriation  for 
the  pay  of  the  Navy,  and  applied  to  the  object 
proposed  by  this  bill,  there  would  not  be  neces- 
sity for  a  further  appropriation  hereafter  to  sup- 
ply the  deficiency. 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  would  remind  his  colleague 
that  there  was  a  long  list  of  items  under  the  last 
appropriation  act  besides  the  pay  of  the  Navy. 
Certainly  the  oflicei-s,  non-commissioned  officers, 
and  seamen,  who  had  been  enlisted  and  employed 
must  be  paid;  but  there  were  other  items  of  ap- 
propriation: there  was  the  item  for  provisions, 
that  for  transporuttion,  and  many  others.  The 
effect  would  be,  neither  to  increase  nor  diminish 
the  whole  amount  to  be  granted;  it  merely  took 
from  one  hand  and  put  into  the  other. 

Mr.  HUGHES  inquired  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  under  what  head  this  sum  of  |200,000 
was  placed  ? 

Mr.  WISE  said  it  did  not  matter  under  what 
head  it  might  be;  whenever  a  balance  was  left,  it 
was  authorized  to  be  transferred,  and,  of  course, 
when  no  balance  existed,  none  could  be  trans- 
ferred. 

Mr.  HUGHES  called  llie  attention  of  the  gen- 
tleman to  the  statement  contained  in  a  document 
prepared  by  the  Medical  Bureau,  where  it  ap- 
peared that  $17,000  had  been  paid  for  ninety^five 
cypress  canoes,  each  capable  of  carrying  about 
three  men.  That  account,  it  appeared,  had  been 
audited  and  paid  within  the  last  year. 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  had  himself  had  consider- 
able experience  in  auditing  accounts,  and  he 
would  give  gentlemen  a  little  information  upon 
that  siiiijcct.  It  might  be  that  Lieutenant  Mc- 
Laughlin had  wasted  a  great  deal  of  money;  but 
he  would  inform  the  gentleman  that  this  charge 
made  by  him  was  one  of  the  smallest  he  had  ever 
heard  of. 

Mr.  HUGHES.  The  canoes  were  worth  about 
five  dollars  apiece. 

Mr.  WISE.  As  to  that,  I  would  myself  give 
ten  dollars  apiece,  and  take  the  whole.  But  he 
would  inform  the  gentleman  that  this  very  case 
was  now  undergoing  investigation;  and  he  would 
add  that,  in  his  opinion,  four  times  the  abuses 
complained  of  in  this  case,  existed  in  regard  to 
others.  And  in  regard  to  the  Navy  generally, 
he  considered  it  far  more  pure  than  many  other 
departments.  Take,  for  instance,  the  Indian  bu- 
reau. Take  the  colleclorship  of  the  Treasury 
Department.  Look  at  the  Land  Office  and  the 
Treasury  Department  itself  He  would  infinitely 
prefer  General  Jackson,  with  all  his  stern  sever- 
ity— he  would  prefer  Van  Buren,  with  whatever 
claim  to  confidence  his  friends  were  disposed  to 
admit.  Tliey  might  go  to  their  navy-yards,  to 
their  rope- walks — to  any  branch  of  the  naval  ser- 
vice— and,  he  repealed,  as  compared  with  many 
otjiers,  this  branch  of  the  public  service  was  as 
pure  OS  any.    Just  at  this  moment,  when  the 


Board  of  Naval  Commissioners  was  abolished, 
when  the  system  was  very  imperfect,  when  its 
machinery  rubbed  in  working  for  want  of  more 
aid  and  more  force  in  that  department,  just  as 
they  were  about  to  perfect  a  system  nf  respons- 
ibility in  that  department,  this  course  was  to  be 
pursued  towards  it. 

Congress  had  left  the  Navy  Department  with- 
out organization  for  some  forty  years,  and  with- 
out rules  and  regulations  to  this  very.moinent. 
Congress  also  kept  nearly  every  clerk  employed 
in  answerjng  inquiries  and  furnishing  iiiforina- 
tion  which  could  be  obtained  from  the  document 
room,  where  it  had  been  again  and  again  trans- 
mitted. Congress  should,  therefore,  take  blame 
to  itself  for  much  of  that  which  was  now  com- 
plained of. 

He  went  on  to  specify  calls  on  the  Department 
for  information  which  had  been  already  supplied, 
thus  giving  useless  trouble  to  the  clerks,  who 
were  not  now  sufficiently  numerous  to  discbarge 
the  other  duties  devolving  upon  them. 

Some  explanations  were  also  given  in  a  conver- 
sntinn  in  which  Messrs.  WISE,  BtliNKER- 
HOFF,  and  McKAYtook  part,  more  especially 
in  relation  to  the  prospective  contracts  for  which 
the  present  liabilities  were  created. 

\lr.  WISE  then  resumed,  and  concluded  with 
a  eulogy  nf  the  Navy  and  naval  officers,  and  a 
defense  of  the  system  pursued  in  entering  into 
prospective  contracts. 

Mr.  BARNARD  opposed  the  bill  at  some 
length.  He  contended  that  this  was  nothing 
more  nor  less  than  an  appropriation  bill,  and  in- 
volved an  appropriation  of  $200,000,  which  he 
would  prefer  making  in  a  direct  way  if  it  must  lie 
made,  rather  than  in  the  manner  now  propnied. 
Mr.  B.,  in  conclusion,  submitted  an  nmenument, 
the  effect  of  which  was  to  make  the  bill  directly 
an  appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  New  York,  said  that  if  he  un- 
derstood the  matter  in  question,  (and  he  wished 
to  stale  how  be  understood  it,)  he  should  vole  for 
the  bill;  preferring  it  in  the  present  form  loan  ap- 
propriation bill.  Appropriations,  he  understood 
were  generally  made  for  expenditures  under  dif- 
ferent heads;  and  were  made  to  cover  what  was 
supposed,  from  the  estimates  of  the  Departments, 
would  be  the  amount  nf  expenditure  for  each  par- 
ticular head.  The  difficulty  which  now  embar- 
rassed the  Navy  Deportment,  as  he  understood 
it,  was,  that  the  money  appropriated  for  one  of 
these  objects  had  been  exhausted,  (whether  cor- 
rectly or  not,  he  would  not  pretend  lo  say,)  while 
there  remained  on  hand  unexpended  balances  ap- 
propriated for  other  objects  that  were  not  wanted. 

The  proposition  now  made  to  the  House  was 
to  enable  a  transfer  to  be  made  out  of  appropria- 
tions from  which  a 'sum  could  be  saved  sufiicieiit 
to  supply  the  deficiency.  The  bill  enabled  the 
Department  to  transfer  a  surplus  fund,  in  cases 
where,  by  economy,  enough  could  be  saved  lo 
supply  the  deficiency  occasioned  by  the  transfer. 
But,  concede  that  all  that  had  been  said  against 
the  bill  were  true,  and  that  no  money  could  be 
saved  from  other  appropriations,  the  resuli  would 
be  merely  that  a  direct  appropriation  would  have 
to  be  made  to  supply  the  place  of  that  which  was 
taken;  as,  without  the  transfer,  it  would  have  to 
be  made  for  the  purpose  for  which  the  transfer 
was  proposed. 

Afiersome  further  discussion,  in  which  Messrs. 
DAVIS,  OWEN,  and  M.  BROWN  took  part, 
the  question  was  taken  upon  the  amendment  to 
strike  out  the  words  "during  the  remainder  of  the 
fiscal  year,"  and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

The  amendment  some  time  since  olTered  by 
Mr.  Bahnard,  and  published  at  ihg  lime  it  was 
offered,  was  also  agrefd  to. 

Mr.  BARNA  KD  offered  an  amendroent,wbi(h 
was  understood  to  be  a  proposition  to  change  the 
bill  from  its  present-  shape  lo  one  appropriating 
$200,000  for  the  branches  of  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, to  which  the  original  bill  proposed  to  make 
the  transfer  of  appropriations  heretofore  made. 

The  amendment  was  rejected,  by  o  vote  of  53 
to  56,  taken  by  Messrs.  WiNTHRor  and  Bdrke, 
tellera. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the  bill 
and  the  amendments  to  the  House;  and  the  amend- 
ments were  concurred  in. 

Mr.  BARNARD  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  question  of  the  engrossment  of  the  bill,  and 
they  were  ordered. 
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,  •  Mr.  McDowell  moved  an  adjournment. 

The  ye«s  and  naya  were  called  for,  but  not  or- 
der<-d;  anil  the  motion  waa  agreed  to— 81  voting 
in  the  a^rmative,  and  45  in  the  negative. 

The  Huuae  thereupon  adjourned. 


Tbe  fotlowliig  notice*  oCpetilions  preieiite<1  today  were 
banded  tn  the  reportcn  by  the  ineinliera  presenting  them  ; 

By  Mr.  Bl/GUBS  :  Tlie  petition  of  Mr.  Querry,  of  Hay 
county,  lUicHouri,  praying  Cnngri-iu  for  u  cuuipciisation  fur 
•ervict^A  rendered  durinjc  the  revolutionary  war. 

Dy  Mr.  OIL.MER;  The  pplilion  of  Churchill  Gibbs; 
wlitcb  was  referred  to  the  Coiuniittee  on  Kevolutionary 
Claims. 

By  -Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana:  The  petition  of  Peter  Von 
Scliinidt,  of  thi;<  city,  In  relation  to  a  drynlock.     • 

By  .Mr.  DODGE :  I'hc  resolution  of  tlie  Council  and 
Houite  of  Rtfprcsfntatives  of  the  Territory  of  WliiConHin, 
relatjre  to  a  tlnp  canal  around  the  I'alU  of  St  Mary,  at  tbe 
outlet  of  Lake  frtiijierior ;  wbicb  waa  reicrred  to  tbe  Com- 
mittee on  Roadtf  and  CanaU. 

Alfo,  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Min- 
eral Point,  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  asking  Congress  to  pass 
a  law  confirming  their  titles  to  their  lots  in  said  town,  in 
accordance  with  the  several  acts  of  Congress  hcretotore 
passed  tn  enable  the  claimants  in  said  town  to  perfect  their 
Uties.  and  to  obtain  their  |uitents;  which  was  referred  to 
tbe  Comtaittf;e  on  Public  Lands. 

Also,  the  petition  of  citizens  of  the  Territory  of  Wiscon- 
sin, asking  Congress  for  an  appropriation  for  a  road  from 
Sheboygan,  on  Lakp  Michigan,  to  Tychrdiih  and  Fond  du 
Lac,  on  Lake  Winnebago,  to  Crnnd  Lake,  on  Pi>x  river; 
whieh  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  :tnd  Canals. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  withdrew  from  the  Hies  of  the  Clerk, 
lUid  presented  the  p«'lition  and  pnpi-rsof  the  heirs  uf  Henry 
King,  dece.lsed,  of  Kentucky;  whieh  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  lievolnlionary  Claims. 

By  Mr.  TVLEK:  The  petition  of  Lovel  G.  Micklet,  of 
Ibe  city  of  New  York,  praying  (bran  appropriation  by  Con- 
gress, to  be  expended  under  the  authority  of  the  War  De- 
partment, in  applying  and  tei'ting  no  invention  to  protect 
Doau  navigating  the  Mtssis*<ippi  and  its  tributaries  from  in- 
Juriea  occasioned  by  snags  and  sawyers. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Luther  Allen  and  oCrers,  praying 
fur  the  erection  of  a  light  house  at  the  mouth  of  Cattarau- 
gus creek.  New  Vork,and  fur  the  prosecution  of  tbe  unfln- 
labed  works  at  that  place. 

By  Mr.  BROWN,  of  Pennsylvania:  The  petition  of  Dr. 
J.  H.  Kurtz,  Dr.  U.  B.  Bowman,  and  one  hundred  and  fif- 
~  teeo  others,  citizens  of  Lancaster  county,  Pennsylvania, 
praying  tlial  Congress  will  take  into  consideration  the  pro- 
priety of  reducing  their  daily  pay  and  mileage. 

By  Mr.  SMITH,  of  Illinois :  The  petition  of  two  hundred 
aiMl  seventy  citizens  of  Perry  and  Randolph  counties^  llli- 
oois,  praying  additional  mail  facilities ;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  cm  the  Post  Office  and  Po.-l  Roads. 

By  Mr.  WRIGHT,  of  Indiana:  A  joint  resolution  of  the 
Legiaiatore  of  Indiana,  instructing  tile  Senators  of  the  State 
of  Indiana,  and  requesting  the  Representatives,  to  procure 
the  passage  of  a  law  reliinding  to  (General  Andrew  Jackson 
llie  unjust  fine  imposed  upon  him  at  New  Orleans,  in  1815, 
by  Jdt^Uall ;  and  further,  tbattiiey  vole  against  any  prop- 
oaatiua  or  bill  which  may  oe  introduced  into  Congress  to 
asaoroe  tbe  State  debts  by  the  General  Government,  or  Uic 
adoption  of  what  is  generally  known  as  William  Cost  John- 
•oa*s  plan  (br  paying  the  Slate  deht8,or  in  any  manner  fnr- 
Iber  tbe  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  ibe  sale  of  tbe  pul»- 
lic  lands;  which  was  ordered  to  he  printed,  anifwas  cnm- 
mitted  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  tbe  state  of 
Che  Union. 

Abo,  the  petition  of  William  Kyle  and  forty -five  others, 
citizens  of  Vermillion  county,  Indiana,  asking  tliat  tbe 
Congresa  of  Uie  United  Suites  would  grant  tn  the  State  of 
Indiana  the  vacant  lands  in  the  Vincennes  land  district,  for 
the  purpose  of  continuing  the  Wabash  and  Ene  cnnal  from 
Terre  Hane  to  Evansville ;  which  was  referred  to  Uie 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

By  .Mr.  St.  JOHN :  The  peiiiion  of  citizens  of  Ohio,  ask- 
ing retrenchment  and  reform  in  the  ndmiiiistralion  of  tbe 
Oaaeral  (Jovemment ;  e«pecially  to  correct  certnin  ahu*es 
known  to  exist  in  certain  Ueportnientsof  the  Government; 
akicta  was  referred  to  tlie  Committee  on  Retrenchment. 

By  Mr.  RA.MSEY  :  The  peliliim  of  George  Leebrick  and 
others,  citizens  of  Colombia  county,  Pennsylvania,  asking 
a  modlOcaiion  of  the  rates  of  postage,  and  restriction  uf  the 
Aaokiof  privilege. 
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Mr.  MILLER  pretented  a  preamble  and  reso- 
lutions adopted  by  the  inbabtianu  of  Somerset 
county,  New  Jersey,  declaring  that  the  postage  , 
•n  letters  is  exceedingly  burdensome  anii  incon- 
venient, and  ought  to  be  reduced,  and  that  the  i 
frankii>g  privilege  ought  to  be  abolished  or  re-  ' 
atricted.     They  pray  ac<;ordingly. 

The  resolutions  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
en  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Also,  a  petition  from  James  H.  Ball,  the  exec- 
utor of. Samuel  Ball,  deceased,  praying  the  pay- 
aaent  of  a  loan  certificate  issued  by  the  United 
Stale*  in  1779;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  New  York,  instructing  the  Sena- 
tors and  requesting  the  Representatives  from  that 
Stale  to  use  their  earnest  efforts  materially  to  re- 
iaee  the  present  rates  of  postage;  to  abolish  the 
franking  privilege,  or  to  so  restrict  and  regulate  I 


it  as  to  make  it  a  more  equal  charge  upon  the 
people;  and  to  prescribe  for  the  Post  Office  De- 
partment a  more  rigid  system  of  economy ;  which 
were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  BATES  presented  a  petition  from  citizens 
of  Ncedham,  Massachusetts, 'recommending  that 
the  United  States  will,  in  all  future  treaties  with 
foreign  nations,  insert  a  provision  for  the  settle- 
ment of  all  national  disputes  by  their  reference  to 
a  third  Power;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  ATCHISON  presented  a  petition  from  a 
number  of  citizens  of  Missouri,  praying  for  the 
establishment  of  a  mail  route  from  Savannnh  to 
the  Fork  of  Nodaway  river;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  two  memorials 
from  citizens  of  Erie,  Pennsylvania,  asking  Con- 
gress to  make  an  appropriation  of  money  for  the 
purpose  of  completing  the  works  commenced 
there,  in  order  to  make  its  harbor  a  safe  and  com- 
modious one;  whieh  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce. 

Mr.  STURGEON  presented  a  memorial  from 
Hezekiah  Houghtelin  and  others,  of  Alleghany 
county,  Pennsylvania,  asking  for  a  reduction  of 
the  rates  of  postage,  and  a  modification  of  the 
franking  privilege;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  SIMMONS  presented  a  petition  from  Lu- 
ther Metcalf  and  others,  citizens  of  Massachu- 
setts and  Rhode  Island,  asking  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  mail  route  from  Providence,  Rhode 
Island,  to  Framingharo,  Massachusetts;  which 
was  referred  tn  the  Committee  on  tbe  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  remarked  that  the  other 
day  there  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary AITaira  the  petition  of  John  H.  Pennington, 
of  Baltimore,  asking  for  an  appiopriation  to  test 
the  efficiency  of  his  invention  for  navigating  the 
air,  or  flying.  Mr.  C.  said  he  had  not  been  able 
to  perceive  that  it  was  referred  to  the  Military 
Committee  w4th  any  sort  of  appropriateness.  It 
was  not  the  art  of  flying  they  had  to  do  with,  bat 
that  of  standing  and  fighting.  He  therefore  moved 
that  the  committee  be  discharged  from  considering 
the  petition;  which  was  sgreed  to. 

Mr.  WHITE,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Aflairs,  to  which  had  been  referred  the  (letition  of 
William  Henson,  praying  compensation  for  en- 
rolling and  subsisting  certain  emigrating  Indians, 
reported  a  bill  for  his  relief;  whii%  was  read  and 
ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  said  he  had  been  in- 
structed by  the  Committee  on  Military  Aflfairs,  to 
which  had  been  referred  the  message  of  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  Slates,  communicating,  in 
compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  copies 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  court-martial  in  the  case 
of  Second  Lieutenant  Buell,  of  the  third  infantry, 
to  move  that  the  same  be  printed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SI  M  MONS,  from  the  Committee  on  Print- 
ing, reported  in  favor  of  printing  several  docu- 
ments; which  was  concurred  in  by  the  Senate. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 

On  motionof  Mr.  BENTON, leave  was  granted 
to  withdraw  from  the  files  the  petition  andpapers 
of  Isabella  J.  Martin,  the  widow  of  John  T.  Mar- 
tin. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  BAGBY,  it  was 
Orrfercd,  That  the  petition  of  Robert  Carr  Lane,  attorney 
in  fnct  for  John  Hane.<,  late  marshal  of  Alabama,  praying 
eoinpen^alion  for  Uie  maintenance  of  n  number  of  recap, 
tured  Africans,  be  taken  from  the  files,  and  referred  to  the 
Couiniiuee  on  tbe  Judiciary. 

CHEROKEE  INDIANS. 

Mr.  JARNAGIN  submitted  the  following  res- 
olution; which  lies  on  the  table  one  day,  under 
the  rule: 

Renlved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be,  and  is  hereby, 
directed  to  report  to  the  Senate  if  Uiere  be  any  Indians  of 
the  Cherokee  tribe  remaining  east  of  the  .Mississippi  nver, 
and  if  so,  why  Ibey  were  not  removed  with  Umt  tribe  in 
18U7  and  1838.  That  he  state  whether  or  not  the  Chero- 
keea  now  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina  were  allowed  the 
rights  of  citizenship  under  the  Cherokee  treaty  of  1835-36, 
and  if  the  State  of  Norih  Carolina  did  not,  by  an  act  of  her 
Legislature,  recognize  said  Iiidiunsas  a  part  of  the  p<ipula- 
tioii  of  North  Carolina;  and  whether  this  w.ts  not  the  rea- 
son said  Indians  were  not  removed  west.  That  he  state 
wbethec  any  person  bas  been  appointed  by  tbe  United 


States,  or  any  officer  thereof,  a*  enrolUng  agent  for  said 
Cherokees,  wlien  appointed,  the  duties  assigned,  and  cnm- 

pensalion  allowed.  How  many  persons,  ^nd  who,  have 
been  ens:iged  since  the  commencement  of  tlie  year  1H41,  in 
and  about  the  proportion,  for  Uie  emigration  of  said  Indians, 
by  what  authority  engaged,-nnd  the  amount  of  money  paid 
out  by  the  United  Stales,  and  to  wlioin  paid,  since  the  date 
aforesaid,  in  subsisting  said  Indians,  and  in  all  oUier  mat- 
ters iiertaining  to  thetr  emigration,  so  as  to  ahow  tbe  wbola 
amount  expended  about  said  Indians  since  1841. 

HOME  SQUADRON. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr. 
Semple  yesterday,  was  taken  up  and  agreed  to: 

Raolntd,  That  the  President  of  4be  United  States  lie  re- 
quested to  cause  to  be  coniinunlcated  to  Uie  Senate  an  esti- 
mate of  what  would  tie  the  additional  expense  to  the  Gov- 
ernineniofrequinngeach  of  the  armed  vessels  of  the  United 
States  attached  tn  the  liume  squadron  to  leave  New  Orleans 
once  a  niontli,  and  visit  alternately  the  principal  ports  on 
the  eastern  shores  of  the  Islands  of  Cuba,  San  Domingo, 
Hiid  Porto  Rico,  thence  to  sail  down  the  coast  of  the  Car- 
ribean  sea  and  Gulf  of  Mexico,  touching  at  the  principal 
ports  in  Venezuela,  New  Grenada,  Guatemala,  Mezieo, 
tfnd  Texas,  and  Ulence  return  to  New  Orleans ;  and  also  of 
sending  a  vessel  once  a  monUi  from  New  Orleans,  by  Ha- 
vana, Matanzas,  and  Kingston,  Jamaica,  toChagres,  aad 
back  to  New  Urieaus. 

NAVAL  DEPOT  AND  DOCK-YARD. 

The  following  resolution;  submitted  yesterday 
by  Mr.  Breese,  waa  taken  up  and  agreed  to: 

Aesofeed,  That  the  Coinroittee  on  Naval  AlTairB  be  di- 
rected to  inquire  Into  the  expediency  of  providing  for  the 
examiniition  of  some  iminlat  or  near  the  confluence  of  tlie 
Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers,  by  some  competent  officer  of 
tbe  Navy,  to  be  appointed  by  the  President  of  the  United 
Stales,  and  to  be  ansociated  with  some  skillful  officer  of 
Uie  burps  of  topogrnpliical  engineers,  to  be  appointed  in  like 
manner,  and  to  rep,irt  to  the  next  session  of  Congress  upoa 
its  advantages  and  capabilities  for  u  naval  depot  and  dock- 
yard ;  and  into  the  expediency  of  appnipriating  a  sum  of 
money  for  that  purpose  equal  in  amount  to  the  sum  appro- 
priattMl  tor  the  exauiiiintion  of  the  harbor  of  Memphis,  in 
Tennessee ;  and  that  the  said  committee  be  authorized  to 
call  before  them  nnd  examine  competent  civil  and  other 
engineers,  acquainted  with  that  locality,  as  v*  its  capuMI- 
ities  for  such  naval  depot  and  dock-yard ;  and  also  that  tbejr 
inquire  into  tbe  ex|K'diency  of  establishing  a  marine  hospi- 
tal at  or  near  said  point ;  and  Uist  they  report  by  bill  or  oth- 
erwise. " 

SALT  SPRINGS  ly  ARKANSAS. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr. 
Setier  yesterday,  after  the  Senate  came  nut  of 
executive  session,  was  taken  up  and  agreed  to: 

Rcsolctd,  That  tlie  Cominittee  on  the  Public  Lands  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  tite  expediency  of  repealing  the 
third  section  of  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  authorizing  the  Gov- 
ernor of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas  tn  lease  the  salt  springs 
in  said  Territorfi',  and  for  other  purposes."  approved  tha 
aoih  day  of  April,  ISSJ,  or  else  of  granting  the  title  of  tho 
United  States  to  the  subject-matter  uf  said  third  secUon  to 
Uie  Sute  of  Arkansas. 

RESTORATION  OF  FUGITIVE   SLAVES. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr. 
Bcktoh  yesterday,  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

RefOlved^  That  the  President  be  requested  to  coromanl- 
cate  to  the  Senate  the  iiifnrninlion,  if  any,  which  may  be  in 
tbe  Depanin?ntof  Suite,  in  relation  to  the  slaves  coininit- 
ting  crimes  and  escaping  fnim  the  United  Stales  Into  the 
Rritish  dominions,  since  the  ratifieation  of  tbe  treaty  in 
ItMj.  and  the  refusal  of  the  British  authorities  to  give  them 
up.  Also,  Hint  he  communicate  to  the  Senate  the  informa- 
tion, if  any  such  is  pnssesiied  hy  him,  of  the  construction 
which  the  Dritisli  Government  puts  upon  the  said  articles 
in  relation  in slaveacjmmitiingcrimesintheUnilcd States 
and  uking  refuge  in  the  BxiUata  dominiona. 

FUGITIVE  CRIMINALS. 

The  resolution  introduced  by  Mr.  Benton  on 
yesterday,  for  expressing  ihe  opinion  of  the  Sen- 
ate that  the  President  of  the  United  States  ought 
to  give  notice  to  the  Government  of  Great  Britain 
for  d^e  immediate  termination  of  the  tenth  arlicla 
of  tne  treaty  of  1842,  for  the  surrender  of  fugitive 
criminals,  came  up  for  consideration. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  it  was  not  his  wish  that 
the  Senate  should  act  on  this  resolution  until  after 
the  information  was  received  under  the  resolution 
just  adopted.  He  therefore  moved  that  it  be 
postponed  till  this  day  two  weeks. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

ENOCH  BALDWIN. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  the  ad- 
verse report  of  the  Committee  on  Comme^^e  on 
the  petition  of  Enoch  Baldwin  was  taken  up,  and 
concurred  in  by  the  Senate. 

DEFENSE  OF  WESTERN  FRONTIER. 
The  adverse  report  of  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary AfTaira,  on  the  memorial  of  the  General  As- 
sembly of  M.ssouri,  in  relation  to  the  establish- 
ment of  additional  military  posts  for  the  defense 
of  the  western  frontiers,  was  taken  up,  and  con- 
curred in. 
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FOX  AND  WISCONSIN  RIVERS. 

The  Senate  bill  to  grant  a  certain  quantity  of 
land  to  aid  in  the  imnroTement  of  the  Fox  and 
Wisconsin  rivers,  and  to  connect  the  same  by  a 
canal  in  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  came  up  in 
the  Senate,  the  question  being  on  striking  out  the 
third  section  of  the  bill. 

That  (question  was  put,  and  disagreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  and 
the  question  being  on  ordering  it  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading — 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  moved  that  its  further 
consideration  be  postponed  till  Monday  next,  by 
which  time  he  hoped  to  receive  information  of  the 
conilition  of  the  lands  proposed  to  be  appropri- 
ated to  the  making  of  this  canal. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

INSANE  ASTLUM. 

The  Senate  bill  providing  for  the  Insane  Asyr 
lom  of  the  District  of  Columbia  was  taken  up  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  an  amendment 
proposed  by  the  Committee  on  the  -District  of 
Columbia,  to  appropriate  jt3,000  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  insane  persons  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  no«-  in  the  Baltimore  asylum. 

Mr.  MILLER,  in  e^plainingthe  circumstances 
which  called  for  the  amendment,  said  that,  in  the 
year  1842,  an  act  passed  Congress  appropriating 
the  sum  of  $10,000  for  the  purpose  of  converting 
the  old  jail  of  this  city,  then  lying  useless,  into 
an  asylum  for  the  insane  of  the  District.  That 
act  was  carried  into  elTect,  and  the  building  was 
flow  ready  for  the  reception  of  patients.  To 
provide  for  this  afflicted  class,  the  practice  had 
been  for  years  to  appropriate  annually  a  sum  of 
|3,000,  which  was  paid  over  to  tlicinsane  asylum 
at  Baltimore,  where  all  insane  persons  or  lunatics 
of  the  District  of  Columbia  were  received,  pro- 
vided for,  and  attended  to,  under  the  direction  or 
order  of  the  President;  but  last  year  such  appro- 
priation was  not  made,  from  the  Tiltt  of  its  intro- 
duction to  the  House  of  Representatives  being  at 
almost  the  last  hour  ot  the  session;  and,  conse- 
quently, leaving  no  time  for  its  passage  through 
this  branch. 

The  building  was  now  ready;  and,  to  accouiit 
for  the  sum  now  called  for,  he  would,  from  an 
estimate  made  by  one  of  the  -most  respectable 
physicians  of  the  city,  on  which  tlu:  committee 
placed  much  reliance,  mention  the  following 
Items:  To  three  inspectors,  $250  each,  $750;  sec- 
retary, at  $ —  per  day,  for  fifty-two  days,  $ — ; 
steward,  $5U0;  resident  physician,  $500peryear. 
This  estimate  also  provided  for  servants  and  at- 
tendants, for  board  of  patients,  fuel  and  liglits, 
for  the  furnishing  of  forty-one  dormitories  and 
eight  large  rooms,  and  amounted  in  the  whole  to 
the  sum  of  $10,963.  This  amount  the  commit- 
tee reduced  to  £10,000,  satisfied  that  it  would  be 
sufficient  for  the  first  year.  Hercafier,  the  com-  I 
mittee  thought  that  the  sum  of  $5,000  would  be 
required  for  the  annual  support  of  that  institu- 
tion. 

Mr.  SEMPLE  inquired  if  any  account  had* 
been  furnished  of  the  manner  in  wnich  the  former 
grant  of  $10,0(10  had  been  disposed  of.' 

Mr.  MILLER  said  he  had  examined  the  ac- 
counts in  the  commissioner's  office,  and  found 
that  the  sum  appropriated  had  been  expended 
according  to  the  intentions  of  Congress,  with  the 
exception  of  $14  64,  which  still  remains  on 
hand.  «p 

Mr.  TAPPAN  expressed  the  hope  that  ex- 

Eenditures  for  the  support  uf  the  insane  in  the 
listrict  of  Columbia  would  cease  some  time  or 
other.  Several  appropriations  had  been  made  for 
that  object,  and  when  it  was  done  it  was  the  un- 
derstanding that  this  last  amount  appropriated 
was  all  that  would  be  required.  The  evil  had 
increased,  instead  of  being  diminished,  by  con- 
tinued appropriations.  It  was  his  opinion  that 
the  people  of  this  District  were  competent  to  sup- 
port their  own  poor  and  insane.  Other  commu- 
nities supported  theirs,  without  the  aid  of  the 
General  Government;  and  he  knew  no  reason 
why  the  Government  should  support  the  paupers 
of  this  District  any  more  than  of  any  town  or 
county  in  any  State  in  the  Union.  He  therefore 
demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  engrossment 
of  the  bill. 

Mr.  MERRICK  did  not  wish  to  aijue  this 
question.  The  Senator  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Tappan] 
was  right  in  saying  that  provisions  heretofore 


had  been  made  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  the 
insane  of  this  District.  An  appeal  had  been  made 
to  Congress  to  provide  means  for  the  support  of 
this  destitute  and  sufiering  class  of  individuals. 
They  were  sent  to  the  asylum  at  Baltimore,  and 
there  supported  at  fhe  expense  of  Congress,  for 
$300  a  head,  annually.  The  inconvenience,  both 
to  tlie  individuals  suffering  and  to  the  State  itself, 
of  not  having  them  provided  for  here,  was  obvi- 
ous to  the  framers  of  the  bill.  At  the  last  session 
of  Congress,  a  law  was  passed  for  the  conversion 
of  the  old  jail,  in  this  city,  into  an  insane  asylum 
for  the  District,  and  Congress  was  to  take  upon 
itself  the  charge  of  supporting  the  insane  of  this 
District.  The  bill  now  before  the  Senate,  f>ro- 
posed  to  carry  out  this  plan.  The  jail  was  al- 
ready converted  into  an  asylum.  All  that  re- 
mained to  be  done  was  to  furnish  and  fit  it  up  in 
a  proper  manner.  There  was  nothing  more  in 
it  than  that.  It  proposed,  instead  of  continuing 
to  send  the  insane  of  the  District  to  hospitals  in 
foreign  or  different  States,  having  them  provided 
for  here.  Congress  was  called  upon  to  provide 
the  necessary  furniture  for  the  institution.  This 
institution  would  greatly  reduce  the  annual  ex- 
pense of  taking  care  of  the  insane  and  destitute, 
and  be  much  more  convenient  than  sending  them 
to  neighboring  States.  There  was  not  to  be  any 
expenditure  of  money  except  what  would  be  ac- 
tually necessary  for  food,  clothing,  lights,  &c., 
and  the  very  moderate  salary  of  the  officers.  He 
could  not  see  what  plausible  objection  there  was 
to  ihis  in  the  remarks  of  the  Senator  from  Ohio. 
Why  should  the  paupers  and  the  insane  of  the 
District  be  supported  by  the  inhabitants  of  the 
District?  Hospilals  were  supporte^in  the  States 
•by  the  Slate  gnvernmcnts,  and  Congress  was  the 
only  source  from  which  the  Districtcould  expect 
assistance.  It  made  laws,  and  conducted  the  af- 
fairs of  the  District;  and  bore  the  same  relation 
tdwards  it  that  the  State  governments  bore  to- 
wards the  States.  A  great  number  of  the  desti- 
tute here  came  from  distant  parts  of  the  country, 
for  (he  purpose  of  presenting  to  Congress  just 
claims  against  the  Government.  They  were  ne- 
cessarily compelled  to  stop  here,  because  of  its 
being  the  seat  of  the  General  Government.  The 
institution  was  not  designed  to, be  a  permanent 
home  for  paupers  of  this  description;  but  human- 
ity and  justice  required  that  they  should  at  least 
be  taken  care  of,  until  they  could  obtain  the  means 
of  returning  to  the  States  which  are  bound  to  pro- 
vide for  them. 

Mr.  SEMPLE  said  he  was  favorable  to  the 
general  object  of  this  bill:  but  he  wos  not  satis- 
fied with  some  of  its  provisions,  especially  that 
concerning  domiciled. paupers.  He  was  also  in 
favor  of  having  a  more  accurate  account  given  in 
relation  to  the  former  appropriation;  and  thought 
the  best  policy  would  be  to  postpone  the  further 
consideration  of  the  bill  till  Monday  next.  He 
submitted  a  moiinn  to  that  effect. 

Mr.  MILLERhad  no  objection  to  the  bill  being 
postponed  until  Monday  next.  The  clause  re- 
ferred to  by  the  Senator  from  Illinois  was  not  in- 
tended to  exclude  from  the  benefits  of  the  asylum 
any  one  afflicted,  or  who  might  become  afflicted, 
in  the  District,  no  matter  whether  residents  or 
not.  Bu'  it  was  intended  by  it  to  prevent  the 
residents  of  other  States,  who  might,  from  sud- 
den attacks  of  lunacy  or  other  causes,  obtain ' 
admission,  from  remaining  a  burden  on  the  estab- 
lishment, after  their  residence  had  been  ascer- 
tained, and  the  particular  State  discovered  that 
was  bound  to  provide  for  them.  He  believed  the 
Senator  from  Ohio  to  be  mistaken  in  asserting 
that  the  former  appropriations  were  granted  un- 
der the  impression  that  no  further  sums  for  the 
purpose  would  be  required.  Those  grants,  with 
the  exception  of  the  one  of  $10,000, 6«ng  annual, 
showed  on  their  face  a  proof  that  further  sums 
for  the  purpose  would  be  required  from  time  to 
time.  He  had  already  explained  the  cause  of 
last  year's  appropriations  not  being  made;  but 
that  did  not  uo  away  with  the  necessity  of  its 
being  now  made.  The  afflicted  of  the  District 
had  been  supported  last  year  without  the  pay- 
ment of  a  cent;  ])ut  it  had  been  done  on  the  faith 
of  the  Government.  Their  is  now  due  for  their 
support,  to  the  Baltimore  asylum,  $3,000,  which 
Government  was  bound  to  pay;  it  was  a  debt  in- 
curred in  fulfilling  a  contract  entered  into  with  the 
full  sanction  of  Congress;  and  as  such,  its  pay- 
ment could  not  be  denied. 


Congress  was  the  Legislatare  of  the  District, 
and  the  District  looked  to  it  the  same  as  the  sev- 
eral Slates  looked  to  their  Legislatures  for  the 
support  of  such  establishments  as  that  provided 
for  by  this  bill;  and  if  the  different  Slate  L^is- 
laiures  thought  it  their  duty  to  establish  such  in- 
stitutions. Congress  could  aot  be  wrong  in  doing 
the  same. 

Mr.  MERRICK  would  object  to  the  postpone- 
ment, except  the  Senator  from  Illinois  would  de- 
clare that  he  sought  the  delay  only  to  examine 
the  provisions  of  the  bill ,  and  not  for  the  purpose 
of  throwing  any  obstacle  in  the  way  of  its  final 
passage.  In  the  latter  case,  he  would  resist  the 
postponement. 

Mr.  SEMPLE  remarked  that  he  distinetlsr 
stated,  in  moving  the  postponement,  that  he  was 
favorable  to  the  bill,  and  that  his  object  was  to 
obtain  time  toexamineits  provisions.  He  thought 
if  the  Senator  from  Maryland  insisted  on  the  bill 
proceeding  at  that  moment,  it  probably  would 
not  pass. 

The  bill  was  then  postponed  till  Monday  next. 

EXECUTIVE  SESSION. 

Mr.  BERRI  EN  moved  that  the  Senate  proceed 
to  the  consideration  of  executive  business. 

Mr.  EVANS  said  he  had  come  there  ihis  morn- 
ing with  the  expectation  of  proceeding  in  his  re- 
marks on  the  subject  of  the  tariff;  but,  with  the 
hope  that  the  opportunity  would  be  afforded  hira 
'to-morrow  morning  of  proceeding  in  the  discus- 
sion, he  would  interpose  no  objection  to  the  mo-* 
tion  to  go  into  executive  session. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  executive  business;  and,  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wednesdat,  JimiMry31,  1844. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
THE  RULES  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  the  order  of  the 
morning  hour  to  be  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  rules,  on  which  the  gentleman  from  Tennea- 
see  [Mr.  A.  Johnson]  had  the  floor. 

Mr.  A.  JOHNSON  said,  if  he  understood  the 
question  before  the  House,  it  was  the  motion  to 
recommit  the  report  of  the  committee  oa  roles, 
with  instructions  to  report  the 21st  rule,  (now  the 
35th,)  which  the  committee  had  erased  from  the 
rules  for  the  government  of  this  House;  and  in 
presenting  the  few  crude  and  desultory  remarks 
which  he  had  to  offer  on  this  subject,  be  did  not 
wish  to  turn  Utopian.  In  debating  a  question 
which  he  considered  one  of  the  first  magnitude, 
he  felt  no  disposition  to  become  a  mere  idle  talker; 
and,  as  time  was  precious,  under  the  operation  of 
the  one-hour  rule,  he  should  at  once  march  right 
up  to  some  one  or  two  points  on  this  subject 
which  he  deemed  the  most  important.  It  was 
true,  there  had  been  some  positions  discussed 
here  that  were  not  legitimately  before  the  House 
for  its  consideration,  but  which  hod  grown  inci- 
dentally out  of  other  questions;  and  it  he  should 
be  a  little  irrelevant  in  meeting  and  in  attempting 
to  answer  some  arguments  made  on  those  points, 
he  trusted.it  would  not  be  considered  irrelevancy 
in  him. 

It  had  been  gravely  contended,  before  the  House 
and  before  thccountry,  that  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  had  power  to  abolish  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia;  and  on  this  point,  although 
his  opinion  might  be  unimportant,  and  bis  argu- 
ment might  be  as  weak  as  his  opinion  was  value- 
less, he  begged  leave  to  differ  from  some  able  men 
who  had  occupied  the  floor  before  him.  They 
were  told,  he  repeated,  that  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  had  power  to  abolish  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia.  But  whence  did  Congress 
derive  this  power  ?  All  the  power  that  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  can  exercise  over  the 
District  of  Columbia  was  derived  from  the  States 
of  Virginiaand  Mainland;  and  the  question  which 
first  presented  itself'^ to  the  mind  was  this:  had  the 
States  of  Virginia  and  Maryland,  when  they  ex- 
ercised juristSction  over  the  District  of  Columbia, 
power  to  abolish  slavery  in  this  territory — now- 
called  the  District  of  Columbia?  He  thought, 
when  they  examined  this  question  with  di'liberate 
minds,  they  could  not  resist  the  conclusion  that 
the  Legislatures  of  Maryland  and  of  Virginia 
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could  exercise  no  such  power;  and,  if  the  Legis- 
latures of  Maryland  and  Virginia  could  exercise 
no  such  power,  how  could  they  delegate  the 
greater  power  to  a  creature  which  was  brought 
into  existence  by  those  sovereign  States  ?  How, 
he  asked,  could  they  delegate  a  greater  power  to 
a  creature  of  those  States  than  those  States  them- 
selves possessed?  When  they  turned  to  the  bill 
of  rights  of  the  Slates  of  Virginia  and  Maryland, 
they  found  that  to  the  citizens  of  those  States  was 
secured  the  right  of  properly.  They  found  that 
private  property  could  noI«be  taken  and  appro- 
priated to  the  public  use  without  just  compensa- 
tion made  therefor,  much  less  to  take  private 
Eroperly,  and  appropriate  it  to  no  use  at  all.  But 
e  should  not  dwell  on  this  point,  for  it  was  con- 
clusive. There  was  no  citizen  of  either  Virginia 
or  Maryland  that  would  pretend  that  the  Legis- 
latures of  those  Stirtes,  anterior  (o  the  cession, 
had  power  to  abolish  slavery  within  their  char- 
tered limits.  But  suppose  there  were  no  guaran- 
tees; admit,  for  the  sake  of  arguniVnl,  that  they 
had  such  power:  there  was  other  ground  to  rely 
upon  of  equal  magnitude  to  his  mind.  What  was 
it?  The  Coiisiiiutioii  of  the  Uniud  States  secured 
and  guarantied  to  every  individual  in  thi.^  Con- 
federacy the  right  to  pr^ivate  property;  and  it  said 
that  private  property  should  not  be  taken  by  the 
General  Government  for  the  public  use  without 
just  compensation.  This  ground,  then,  aside 
from  the  want  of  power  in  the  State  Legi.«latures 
to  delegate  such  power  to  the  General  Govern- 
ment, woa  sufKctent,and  might  be  securely  relied 
on,  in  his  bumble  opinion. 

But  to  make  himself  understood  on  this  point, 
he  proposed  to  state  a  case;  and  he  desired  to  be 
understood,  and  he  desired  the  position  which  he 
occupied  on  this  subject  to  be  understood.  For 
instance,  then,  there  were  two  citizens  residing 
'  in  what  is  called  the  District  of  Columbia,  pre- 
vious to  the  acts  of  cession  of  the  Slates  of  Mary- 
land and  Virginia.  One  of  those  individuals  had 
a  negro,  which  is  made,  by  the  Constitution  of 
the  country,  one  of  the  forms  of  property — a  ne- 
gro slave  worth  $500;  tliis  individual  s<-lls  that 
shtvelo  the  other  citizen  for  that  sum  of  $500;  the 
contract  is  made,  and  is  to  be  completed  some 
time  thereafter.  But  before  the  completipn  of  the 
contract,  Virginia  and  Maryland  make  the  acts 
of  ceeaion,  ceding  this  District  to  the  Ghineral 
G^vernmnnt.  Now,  in  what  position  did  they 
stand  ?  Previous  to  the  act  of  cession,  neither  of 
the  Slates  could  pas*  a  law  impairing  the  obliga- 
tion of  contracts;  and  if  this  bona  fide  contract 
was  entered  into  previous  to  the  act  of  cession, 
he  asked  every  member  on  that  floor  if  those 
States  could  not  pass  a  law  impairing  the  obliga- 
tion of  contracts,  if  the  General  Government,  de- 
riving its  power  from  the  States  over  this  District, 
after  it  hnd  passed  under  its  jurisdiction,  could 
pass  any  act  impairing  the  obligation  of  such  a 
contract .'  Was  there  any  one  on  that  floor  that 
would  maintain  such  a  doctrine  ?  He  was  willing 
to  admit  that  the  Legislatures  of  those  States 
could  legislate  not  to  impair  the  obligation  of 
contracts,  but  to  make  contracts  more  perfect; 
and  thas  far  Congress  could  go  after  this  District 
passed  under  its  jurisdiction.  Congress  could 
pass  a  law  to  cure  defect  in  legislation,  but  no  law 
impairing  the  obligation  of  contracts;  and  on  this 
position  he  defied  opposition. 

He,  liowever,  must  necessarily  be  brief,  as  his 
time  was  short;  and  he  should,  therefore,  not 
dwell-longer  on  that  point.  He  had  neither  the 
time  nor  the  disposition  to  discuss  the  questions 
involved,  in  detail.  He  merely  desired  to  be  un- 
derstood on  some  principal  points.  He  had  no 
wish  to  discuss  what  was  called  the  evil  of  sla- 
very, or  the  origin  of  slavery.  He  had  no  inten- 
tion tb  go  back  to  the  year  1442,  and  take  up  the 
introduction  of  slavery ;  nor  to  the  year  1620,  wh«n 
it  was  introduced  into  the  Stole  of  Virginia;  nor 
to  trace  its  progress  from  that  time  to  the  present 
It  was  sufficient  for  him  to  know,  on  the  present 
occasion,  that  slavery  had  existed  for  six  thou- 
sand years.  They  read  that  sonfe  of  the  servants 
of  the  Lord  had  slaves;  and,  when  Joshua  went 
to  lake  possession  of  the  land  of  Canaan,  he  had 
divine  authority  to  make  the  inhabitants  thereof 
"hewers  of  wood  and  drawera  of  water."  In 
short,  slavery  had  existed  ever  since  man  formed 
a  community;  and  he  defied  any,  even  the  most 
intelligent,  to  put  his  finger  on  any  spot  in  the  i 
itabitable  globe  where  slavery  bad  not  existed  at 


some  period  in  the  stream  of  time.  The  attempt, 
however,  had  been  to  make  a  false  issue  before 
the  country  on  ihe  sacred  right  of  petition.  They 
were  asked,  "  what,  will  you  debar  the  freemen 
of  this  country  of  the  poor  privilege  of  coining 
here  as  petitioners  ?"  Now,  he  wished  the  House 
to  underatand  this  point.  He  did  not  assume  the 
attitude  of  petitioners  and  of  humble  suppliants 
for  his  constituents,  asking  for  mercy  at  the  foot 
of  power.  No;  they  were  freemen,  ond  they  had 
the  right  to  speak  to  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  aulhoDlativety,  add  not  in  the  humble  atti- 
tude of  petitioners;  they  had  the  right  to  speak 
by  the  ballot-box,  and  the  majority  had  the  right 
to  co'mmand.  His  constitoeni-s  need  not  npproach 
him — their  representative,  their  servant— in  the 
humble  attilutle  of  petitioners;  but  as  his  masters, 
and  to  command  him  to  do  what  they  desired  to 
be  done.  What  did  they  mean  by  the  right  of 
petition?  Why,  it  was  said,  it  was  a  great  in- 
herent right.  Now,  he  understood  that  the  order 
of  things  had  been  reversed  in  this  Government. 
He  knew  the  lime  had  been  when  the  people  were 
only  tolf  rated  in  the  exercise  of  certain  privileges, 
all  power  being  in  the  Crown.  But,  he  repeated, 
the  order  <lf  lliiiigs  had  been  reveraed,  and  now 
all  power  was  in  ihe  people;  now  the  people  were 
the  rovereigns  in  this  country;  and  would  they 
placfc  the  sovereigns  in  the  strange  and  cxtraor- 
diiinry  position  of  petitioners  to  their  servants? 
The  people,  as  the  sovereigns,  hnd  the  right  to 
demand  authoritatively  lliroiigb  the  ballot-boxes, 
or  to  instruct  the  members  on  that  floor  what  they 
should  do. 

But  it  was  said  that  the  adoption  of  the  21st 
rule  was  an  infringemenlof,  and  an  encroachment 
on,  the  great  right  of  petition.  One  of  the  gen- 
tlemen who  had  taken  part  in  this  discussion, 
[Mr.  Wright,  of  Indiana,]  had  said  that  it  was 
a  rejection  of  the  petitions  of  iheir  constituents 
at  the  door;  and  he  made  the  inquiry — and  it  was 
one  of  some  consideration — how  the  House  was 
to  know,  legislaiively  what  the  petitinncra  asked 
for;  and  how  ihcy  were  to  know  in  their  legisla- 
tive capacity,  whether  they  could  or  could  not 
gram  llie  prayerof  the  petition,  if  it  were  rejected 
before  it  were  received?  But  what  was  the  state 
of  things  ?  Was  that  all  that  was  required  ? 
Whenever  a  member  on  that  floor  rose  to  present 
tt  petition,  what  was  required  of  him?  That  he 
should  stale  the  substance  of  Ihe  petition  to  the 
House.  Were  they  not  informed,  then,  in  their 
legislative  capacity?  He  thought  they  were.  But, 
said  another  gentleman,  [Mr.  Wiktiibop,]— and 
he  brought  a  philoaophit  figure  from  Mr.  .Burke 
to  show  the  error  they  had  got  in — it  was  true 
Ihcy  knew  the  dilTerence  between  fair  midday  and 
deep  midnight,  but  they  could  not  tell  the  precise 
point  where  the  day  terminated  and  the  night 
commenced;  and  so  it  was  with  the  right  of  peti- 
tion and  of  legislation.  Now  he  wanted  to  make 
an  application  of  this,  if  he  could.  The  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  [.Mr.  WinthropJ  said 
that  Mr.  Halsell  had  laid  down  the  true  doctrine; 
andVhat  was  it?  That  all  petitions  were  to  be 
received  and  heard  and  considered,  with  two  ex- 
ceptions—the one,  when  the  petition  was  not 
presented  decently,  and  the  other,  when  the  lan- 
guage in  which  it  was  couched  was  not  respect- 
ful to  the  House.  Now  he  found  little  difference 
between  these  two  grounds  of  exception;  but 
where,  he  would  ask  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts, I^Mr.  WiNTiiRop,]  was  the  precise  point 
at  which  decency  terminated  and  indecency  com- 
menced? Where  was  the  point  at  which  re- 
spect slopped  and  disrespect  began?  Would  that 
gentleman  inform  ihe  House  how  he  discovered 
the  difference?  According  to  that  gentleman's 
notion,  he  couldmeet  hiaconsiitucntsat  thedoor, 
ond  say  that  their  language  was  not  soTespectfui 
as  he  had  a  right  to  expect,  and  therefore  lie  had 
the  power,  under  the  Constitution,  to  turn  them 
out  of  doors;  but  would  the  gentleman  soy  where 
disrespect,  which  gove  him  the  power  to  reject 
the  petition,  began  ? 

Some  gentlemen  had  great  tact,  when  they  could 
not  march  up  to  a  point  and  meet  it  by  irresist- 
ible argument,  in  getting  up  a  fog,  and  leaving 
the  whole  thing  in  doubt  and  uncertainly.  But 
he  thought  the  point  where  the  right  of  petition 
stopped  and  Jegislalion  began,  was  just  as  clear 
as  the  difl^:rence  between  midday  and  midnight. 
The  petitioners  could  exercise  all  the  functions 
conferred  upon  them  by  the  Constitution,  and 


then  they  came  to  the  door  of  the  Representa- 
tive Hall,  and  there,  through  their  Representa- 
tive, the  petition  was  brought  up.  The  Repre- 
sentative got  up,  and,  in  accordance  with  the  rule 
of  the  House,  stated  its  substance,  and  oflTered  it 
for  the  consideration  of  the  Representative  body; 
and  from  that  moment  the  right  of  petition  ceased; 
and  at  that  very  same  instant  the  right  of  legisla- 
tion began.  That  was  the  stopping  point;  there 
was  a  distinction  between  the  right  of  petition  ond 
of  legislation,  and  they  were  not  like  two  liquids 
running  into  each  other,  so  as  to  defy  the  defin- 
ing of  distinction.  The  petitioners  had  the  right 
to  exercise  all  the  powers  conferred  on  them  by 
the  Constitution;  but  had  the  Representative  body 
'  no  powers?  It  was  a  thinking,  intelligent  body, 
and  mustexercisesomediscrimination.  Had  that 
body  not  the  power  to  say  to  the. petitioners  at 
the  door,  as  well  as  after  thry  got  a  little  fur- 
ther in,  what  disposition  should  be  made  of  their 
petitions  ?  The  petitioners  were  met  by  the  21st 
rule,  as  it  was  commonly  called.  When  a  mem- 
ber rose  and  stated  the  substance  of  n  petition,  he 
was  met  by  that  rule  as  the  recorded  considera- 
tion of  the  House  on  that  subject,  and  hearing  on 
the  case.  The  subject  had  been  considered,  and 
the  petitioners  were  thus  told  that  ihey  were  ask- 
ing for  a  thing  to  be  done  which  the  House  had 
considered,  and  that  that  rulestoodas  the  record- 
ed Judgment  of  the  House  thereon.  Were  the 
petiiionors  turned  out  of  the  House,  then,  with- 
out consideration  ?    He  thought  not. 

But  what  had  been  the  course  of  the  Senate  on 
,  thissubject?  Thehonorablegentlemanherequoletl. 
•  the  rule  of  the  Senate  requiring  a  motion  to  be 
made  for  the  reception  of  such  petitions;  which 
motion,  for  a  series  of  years,  the  Senate  hod  laid 
on  the  table;  thus  recognizing  the  principle  that 
these  petitions  could  be  rejected. 

Again:  some  genilemen  had  said  we  have  the 
right  to  petition  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia.  Let  us  examine  this  sub- 
ject foro  few  moments.  Congress,  soy  those  gen- 
tlemen, has  the  exclusive  right  of  legislation  within 
the  District.  Well,  admit  this;  yet,  let  me  tell 
them,  that  when  Congress  is  octingupon  the  bus- 
iness of  the  District,  it  is,  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses— what !  The  legislature  of  the  District; and 
while  acting  as  such  legislature,  and  passing  laws 
in  relation  toiheaffairsof  the  District,  the  people 
of  the  District  stand  in  the  same  relation  to  Con- 
gress as  the  people  of  any  State  do  to  the  Legis- 
miure  of  that  State;  and  e  conveno.  Congress 
stands  in  relation  to  the  District,  precisely  as  the 
Lrglslature  of  n  State  to  the  people  of  that  State. 
And  while  Congress  is  so  acting  as  the  legislature 
of  this  District,  no  individual  living  out  of  the 
District  has  any  more  right  to  petition  Congress 
for  the  obohtion  of  slavery  within  the  District, 
than  the  people  of  one  State  hove  to  petition  the 
Legislature  of  another  State  for  the  obolition  of 
slavery  within  such  State.  But  a  position  that 
was  taken  yesterday , with  which  I  was  very  much 
pleased,  was  this:  Oh!  say  the  gentlemen,  we 
should  reject  these  petitions  because  they  ore  not 
couched  in  respectful  language.  In  reply  to  this, 
it  WHS  truly  and  forcibly  remarked  yeslerdoy  by 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia:  Oh  !  yes,  when  pe- 
titions come  here  that  are  disrespectful  to  our 
noble  selves,  we  arc  to  kick  them  out  of  the 
House;  but  when  petitions  are  presented,  speak- 
ing disrespectfully  of  our  masters,  those  from 
whom  we  derive  the  little  power  we  possess,  we 
are  bound  to  give  them  a  respectful  consideration ! 
When  petitions  come  here  asking  us  to  do  that 
which  would  drench  this  land  with  blood,  we 
must  receiveand  consider  them,  because,  forsooth, 
they  are  not  disrespectful  to  ourselves.  There  ia 
agitation,  say  the  gentlemen;  and  the  continuance 
of  this  rule  has  produced  it.  Abrogate  this  rule, 
and  all  will  be  calm  and  quiet.  But  wc  were  told 
by  the  distinguished  genllcmon  from  Massochu- 
setts  that  o  mere  repeal  of  the  ^ule  would  not  do; 
it  would  not  satisfy  the  Abohlionists;  nor  have 
we  any  reason  to  believe  that  it  would.  Do  wo 
not  see  the  strife  that  is  carried  on  to  see  who 
shall  hove  the  honor  of  ochieving  this  important 
step  in  procuring  the  repeal  of  the  rule  ?  Strike 
out  that,  and  you  will  hear  the  vhouts  of  victory 
resounding  from  one  end  of  the  Union  to  the 
other.  Strike  that  rule  from  existence,  and  they 
will  then  be  able  to  make  another  advance. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  in  -his 
speech,  laid  down  the  rule  that  we  ought  to  con- 
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•ider  every  petition  in  proportion  to  its  invport- 
ance.  Let  us  examine  this  a  Kttle.  Suppose>a 
petition  comes  here  proposing  to  destroy  the  ba- 
sis of  representation  in  the  eleven  slave-holding 
States,  with  a  view  of  excluding  from  this  House 
a  portion  of  its  members:  how  much  considera- 
tion would  such  a  petition  deserve  i  There  was 
a  petition  ofTered  yesterday  from  a  man  who 
wanted  to  be  divorced  from  his  wife,  and  to  be 
remunerated  for  loss  of  time  while  he  had  been 
married,  &c.  There  was  a  petition  the  other 
day  from  an  individual  who  wanted  permission 
to  go  to  Canada.  How  much  consideration  would 
the  gentleman  be  disposed  to  give  to  these  peti- 
tions? I  want  the  rule  laid  down  how  much  con- 
sideration we  shall  give  to  each;  how  much  our 
sympathies  shall  be  excited  in  each  case.  I 
merely  wish  to  show  the  fallacy  of  the  gentle- 
man's position.  But  sometimes  the  consistency 
of  these  great  champions  of  the  rights  of  petition 
and  of  the  rights  of  the  people  should  be  exam- 
ined. Which  is  the  most  important  to  freemen, 
the  privilege  of  coming  to  the  ballot-box  and  of 
exercising  that  right,  so  peculiarly  the  right  of 
freemen,  giving  their  sufTrages  according  to  their 
inclination,  or  the privilegeof  petitioning.'  Would 
you  believe  it,  Mr.  Speaker,  one  or  two  of  these 
great  champions  of  the  right  of  petition  have  re- 
corded their  votes  against — what  ?  Againstallow- 
ing  to  free  white  men  the  poor  privilege  of  voting. 
Upon  the  passage  of  a  bill  for  the  incorporation 
of  the  town  of  Alexandria,  we  find — and  it  seems 
to  me  somewhat  strange  that  it  should  be  so — 
these  champions  of  the  people's  rights  standing 
'up  and  voting  against  a  proposition  to  permit 
white  men  to  vote.     We  find  the  distinguished 

?;entleman  from  Massachusetts  refusing  to  allow 
iree  white  men  the  privilege  of  voting;  and,  on 
traveling  a  little  further  upon  the  record,  I  find 
the  name  of  Mr.  Charles  Hddsok  in  opposition 
to  giving  the  right  of  voting  to  white,  freemen — a 
eentleman  who  has  expressed  so  much  sympathy 
for  the  great  right  of  petition,  as  he  calls  it.  But 
when  a  freeman  comes  forward,  and  asks  the  poor 
privilege  of  voting  at  the  ballot-box,  the  gentle- 
roan  folds  his  arms,  and  treats  him  with  con- 
tempt. Yet  these  are  ihe  champions  of  freedom 
— champions  of  the  right  of  petition — champions 
of  the  people's  rights!  A  little  further  on  I  find 
a  motion,  made  by  the  venerable  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  that  the  bill  be  recommitted,  with 
instructions  to  the  committee  to  strike  out  the 
word  "  white;"  so  that,  if  the  bill  passed  with 
the  amendment,  it  would  enable  every  woolly- 
headed,  bandy-shanked,  flat-footed  negro  to  vote. 
Such  is  the  course  taken  by  the  great  advocates 
of  the  right  of  petition,  when  called  on  to  record 
their  votes  in  favor  of  allowing  a  privilege  to  free 
while  men;  such  is  their  consistency. 

Perhaps  it  will  be  considered  uncharitable  in 
me  to  come  to  the  conclusion  I  liave  upon  this 
subject;  but  the  conviction  fixes  itself  upon  my 
mind  irresistibly,  and  I  will  speak  my  sentiments, 
.et  the  consequences  be  wliat  they  may.  I  do 
believe,  and  have  believed  for  some  time,  that 
there  is  a  deliberate  design  on  the  part  of  some 
gentlemen  to  effect,  if  possible,  a  dissolution  of 
the  Union.  But  when  we  of  the  South,  who  rep- 
resent the  interests  of  the  slave  States,  contend 
for  our  rights,  gentlemen  say.  Oh  I  you  are  too 
much  excited — too  much  heated;  your  passion 
outruns  your  Judgment;  anything  that  you  may 
say  is  not  entitled  to  so  much  weightas  that  which 
proceeds  from  ourcalm  and  soberju'dgment.  Ex- 
citement! what  is  it  which  occasions  that  excite- 
ment? Is  not  the  treatment  which  this  question 
receives  a  sufficient  cause  for  excitement?  It  be- 
comes, in  the  hands  of  gentlemen  on  this  floor,  a 
question  of  dissolution — of  Union  or  no  Union; 
a  question  in  which  eleven  Suues  of  this  Union 
are  vitally  interested.  Stales  which  possess  up- 
wards of  ten  millions  of  property  in  slaves;  yet 
when  you  are  striking  a  blow  which  is  to  destroy 
that  amount  of  property  at  once,  we  are  told,  if 
we  exhibit  any  feeling  upon  tlie  subject,  it  is 
southern  beat.  Oh !  no;  we  must  not  speak  upon 
the  subject,  unless  we  are  perfectly  calm  and  pas- 
sionless. Let  me  tell  the  agitators,  the  more  they 
press  this  question,  the  greater  will  be  the  excite-  | 
ment.  It  is  worse  than  nonsense  to  talk  about  j 
making  a  calm, deliberate  appeal  to  them;  it  will  < 
not  do;  but  when  we  come  to  examine  the  subject,  ' 
I  am  forced  to  come  to  the  conclusion  that  there 
is  a  deliberate  design  to  dissolve  tlie  Union.  I 


Mr.  J.  here  referred  to  an  opinion  formerly  ex- 
pressed by  Mr.  Adahs,  that  he  believed  there  was- 
no  possibilityof  a  continuance  of  the  union  of  the 
United  States;  that  a  dissolution  must  necessarily 
take  place;  that  he  saw  no  propriety  in  recom- 
mentlin^  New  England  men  to  nromotie  the  liter- 
ary institutions  of  the  South,  because  southern 
men  must  become  their  enemies.  This  opinion 
was  expressed  as  long  ago  as  1803;  and  he  referred 
to  it  now  to  show  howTong  this  feeling  of  hostil- 
ity to  the  South  had  existed.  And,  in  a  speech 
made  in  the  last  Congress,  the  gentleman  held 
this  language: 

"  In  case  or  It  servile  WAr,an(tlhefreeStMe8  being  called 
upon  to  put  down  slavery,  Congrrm,  under  the  treaty- 
making  power,  would  emancipate  them  all.** 

Why  is  this  lure  thrown  out  ?  Whom  is  it  cal- 
culateii  to  encourage  ?  Is  it  not  saving  to  the  in- 
cendiary, who  is  standing  with  his  torch  ready 
lighted,  prepared  fur  the  destruction  of  the  South : 
"  proceed;  you  will  be  assisted  by  the  power  of 
Congress;  all  the  slaves  shall  be  liberated  under 
the  treaty-making  power."  Gracious  God  I  are 
we  prepared  for  scenes  like  these?  ArJ'we  pre- 
pared to  surrender  our  firesides,  our  homes,  and 
ourgolden  harvests,  to  the  torch  of  thefhcendiary, 
to  be  converted  into — what?  Into  fields  of  carnage 
and  of  blood,  producing,  to  use  the  language  of 
the  poet, 

**  Shrieks  so  loud,  so  shrill,  so  clear, 
That  listening  angels  stoop  to  hear." 

And  yet  we  are  to  be  calm  and  deliberate.  In 
a  speech  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, a  short  time  ago,  he  says  he  thinks  the 
consummation  of  the  Christian  religion  will  not 
take  place  until  the  emancipation  of  the  negroes  is 
eflfected.  And  then,  I  suppose,  we  have  the  com- 
mencement of  that  glorious  millennium  which  has 
been  so  long  prophesied.  1  wish  that  day  would 
come;  but  I  do  not  wish  to  attain  it  by  means  of 
bloodshed  and  the  sacrifice  of  thousands  of  lives. 
The  gentleman  has  also  declared  that  the  institu- 
tion of  slavery  has  the  corse  of  Heaven  upon  it; 
and  that,  in  course  of  time.  Providence  will  bring 
about  emancipation.  Great  Britain,  while  she 
tramples  upon  the  necks  of  her  subjects,  roves 
abroad  to  find  subjects  for  sympathy.  She  can 
discern  the  oppression  under  which  she  says  the 
negro  suflfers  here,  but  cannot  see  the  suflerin^  of 
her  own  white  men  at  home.  An  interposition 
of  Divine  Providence  !  I  am  not  superstitious, 
but  I  do  believe  the  Almighty  does  now  and  then 
manifest  his  power  in  various  ways,  as  in  olden 
time;  like  the  case  of  Saul  ofTarsus,  when  jour- 
neying from  Jerusalem  to  Damascus,  he  was 
struck  with  blindness.  We  read  also  of  Herod 
addressingthe  people  upon  a  certain  day  set  apart 
for  the  purpose  of  receiving  honor,  such  as  was 
due  only  to  the  Supreme  Being;  and  all  the  peo- 
ple shouted,  and  said  his  voice  was  like  thevoice 
of  a  god;  and  the  angel  of  God  smote  him,  and 
he  was  eaten  of  worms,  and  gave  up  the  ghost. 
Sometimes  we  see  the  power  of  God  manifested 
in  tempests,  in  the  agitation  of  the  mighty  deep; 
sometimes  we  see  his  indignation  flashing  Ibrth 
in  the  forked  lightning;  sometimes  he  sends  forth 
a  baleful  comet,  emitting  from  its  fiery  tale  pesti- 
lence and  death.  I  might  refer  to  instances  in 
modern  times;  I  might  refer  to  the  occurrences  of 
1840,  when  a  most  extraordinary  excitement  per- 
vaded the  community;  when  reason  was  de- 
throned, and  confusion  and  profanity  reigned  par- 
amount; when  hard-eider  and  coon  skins  were 
substituted  as  the  very  emblems  to  be  used  with 
all  the  sacred  rights  of  the  holy  communion;, 
when  men  were  diverted  from  the  worship  of  the 
true  and  living  God,  to  honor  him  whom  they  had 
succeeded  in  elevating  to  the  highest  pinnacle  of 
human  ambition,  and  whom  tjie  Almighty,  in  the 
display  of  his  power,  struck'  as  a  star  from  its 
sphere,  down  to  the  level  of  the  tomb.  I  give 
this  as  an  instance  of  divine  interposition.  May 
we  not  trace  it  somewhat  further?  Who  knows 
what  might  have  been  the  result  of  his  adminis- 
tration of  the  Government?  .Who  knows  but 
God  expressly  interposed  to  set  an  obstacle  in 
the  way  of  the  accomplishment  of  those  mighty 
calamities  which  would,  peradventure,  have  been 
produced  under  his  administration  of  the  Gov- 
ernment— the  abolition  of  slavery,  and  the  disso- 
lution of  the  Union?  No,  sir;  I  ain  not  super- 
stitious, but 

The  expiration  of  the  morning  hour  was  an- 
nounced by  the  Speaker. 
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Mr.  McCAUSLEN  then  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  BURKE  offered' a  resolution  authorizing 
the  Speaker  to  adjourn  the  House  to-day  at  two 
o'clock.  Mr.  B.  accompanied  the  presentation 
of  the  resplution  with  a  few  remarks,  but  in  so 
low  a  tone  that  the  reporter  could  not  well  hear 
him".  He  was  understood  to  say,  however,  that 
the  resolution  was  intended  as  a  mark  of  respect 
to  his  colleague,  [Mr.  Rediho,]  the  funeral  of 
whose  lady  would  take  place  to-dav. 

Mr.  WILKINS  desired  to  know  if  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  [Mr,  McCii'SLEu)  who  had  ob- 
tained the  floor,  wished  to  address  the  House 
on  Ihe  subject  of  the  rules. 

Mr.  McCAUSLEN  said  he  did,  and  that  it  was 
immaterial  to  him  whether  he  went  on  to-day  or 
to-morrow. 

The  SPEAKER  remarked  that  the  morning 
hour  had  expired. 

Mr.  McKAY  moved  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  for  the  pur- 
pose of  taking  up  the  general  appropriation  bill. 

The  SPEAKER  remarked  that  there  were  some 
Executive  communications  on  his  table  that  be 
wished  first  to  lay  before  the  House. 

The  question  being  put  on  Mr.  Bdrke's  mo- 
tion to  adjourn  at  two  o'clock,  it  was  carried. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATIONS. 

The  SPEAKER  then  laid  before  the  House  the 
following  Executive  communications: 

A  letter  from  the  Postmaster  General,  submit- 
ting a  report  of  the  number  of  clerks  and  other 
persons  employed  in  his  Department  during  the 
past  year. 

A  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  submitting  a  report  of  the  late  F.  R. 
Hassler,  late  superintendent  of  standard  weights 
and  measures. 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  statin? 
that  he  is  required  to  distribute  to  ihe  incorporated 
colleges,  societies,  judges,  &c.,  the  diflferent  Con- 
gressional documents,  and  that  he  is  not  supplied 
with  a  number  of  said  documents  sufficient  to 
furnish  all  to  whom  he  is  required  to  distribute; 
and  requesting  that  he  may  be  furnished  with 
fifty  additional  copies;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Library. 

A  report  from  the  Treasury  Department,  in  re-  , 
lation  to  the  claim  of  Jeremiah  Smith;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

A  letter  from  the  Treasury  Department,  trans- 
mitting the  report  of  the  late  superintendent  of  the 
coast  survey,  showing  the  progress  of  the  work 
during  the  past  season;  which  was  laid  on  the 
table, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

A  communication  from  the  War  Department, 
made  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
the  15th  instant,  in  relation  to  the  number  of  ca- 
dets at  the  Military  Academy,  &c.;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Afliurs, 
and  ordered  to  be  primed. 

TRANSFER  OP  NAVAL  APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  first  business  in 
order  would  be  the  bill  to  authorize  the  transfer 
of  naval  appropriations  that  was  reported  with 
amendments  yesterday  from  the  Committee  of  tke 
Whole. 

Mr.  M.  BROWN  said  he  wished  to  recommit 
the  bill,  with  instructions  to  add  an  amendment 
he  held  in  his  hand. 

Mr,  C.  JOHNSON  remarked  that,  as  the 
House  was  to  adjourn  to-day  at  two  o'clock, 
he  hoped  his  colleague  would  not  press  his  mo- 
tion, but  would  permit  him  to  move  for  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rules,  to  receive  such  reports  from  tlie 
standing  committees  as  would  notgive  rise  to  de- 
bate. 

Mr.  M.  BROWN,  on  being  informed  by  the 
Speaker  that  his  motion  would  be  in  order  when- 
ever the  bill  came  up,  withdrew  it. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  then  moved  that  the  rule« 
be  suspended,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  reporta 
from  the  standing  committees,  which  would  not 
give  rise  to  debate.    This  motion  being  carried, 

Mr.  VANCE,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  adverse  reports  on  the  petitions  of  William 
Thompson  and  George  W .  Dent;  which  were  laid 
on  Ihe  table. 

Mr.  V.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  reponcH 
bills  of  the  following  titles,  accompanied  in  rs'  h 
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case  by  reports;  which  were  rererred  to  the  Com- 
roitlre  of  the  Whole  House: 

A  hill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Dean;  and 

A  hill  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  Fessfenden. 

Mr.  RAMSEY,from  the  same  committee,  made 
a  report  upon  the  nt'tilion  of  Matilda  Drury,  ac- 
companied hy  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Matilda  Drury, 
and  other  legal  representatives  of  Captain  Wil- 
liam S.  Tillard,  late  of  Maryland,  deceased ;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House. 

Mr.  COBB,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  hill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Steenrod;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  BOWLIN,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported bills  of  the  following  titles;  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gervis  Foot;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Alhorne  Allen. 

Mr.  LABRANCHE,  from'the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  the 
New  Orleans  and  Corrollinn  Railroad  Company, 
and  a  bill  for  their  reli>'f;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  made  an  adverse  re- 
port on  ilio  petition  of  the  citizens  of  Decatur 
county,  Indiana;  which  was  laid  on  the  uihle. 

Mr.  HUUARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  further  to  extend  the  time 
for  locating  Virginia  military  land  warrants,  and 
reluming  surveys  thereon  to  the  General  Land 
Office;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whrle. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  from  theCommitteckon  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  which  was  referred  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  John  Hollingswortht  of  Blount  county, 
Alabama,"  reported  a  bill  amendatory,  with  title 
amended  to  read,  "A  bill  supplemeninj  to  an  act 
for  the  relief  of  John  Hollingsworth,"  approved 
35ih  June,  1838,  accompanied  hy  a  report. 

Mr.  COLLAMER,  from  the  Committee  on 
Manufactures,  made  adverse  reports  on  the  peti- 
tions of  Adam  Bartletc  and  the  heirs  of  John  Paul 
Jones;  which  were  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  COLLAMER,  it  was 
OrJerot,  TliBt  the  Coniiuitlee  en  Manuraeiunw  be  ilu- 
ehar|:(>(l  rroni  tl»e  consideration  or  (lie  petition  of  cinsenti  of 
VVIndbaui,  Vermont;  antl  that  it  be  referreil  to  Uie  Com- 
mittee of  Wayta  and  Means. 

Mr.  J.BRINKERHOFF,  from  the  Committee 
on  Invalid  Pensions,  made  an  adverse  report  on 
the  petition  of  Daniel  Pratt. 

Also,  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  Eliz- 
abeth Ragan.  , 

Also,  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  the 
widow  of  Robert  Rogers,  claiming  a  pension; 
which  was  laid  on  the  table.- 

Mr.  B.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Quantrill,  and  leave  was  given  to  withdraw  the 
papers. 

Mr.  DUNLAP,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  made  an  adverse  report  upon  the  peti- 
tion of  Simeon  Caswell. 

Mr.CULLOM,fiom  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition 
of  the  heirs  of  Wilfred  Knott;  which  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  C.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Waiaon. 

Mr.C.  also,  from  the  snnie  committee,  reported 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Levi  Colmus, 

Mr.  C  also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Arthur  R.  Frogger. 

Mr.  RUSSELL,  from  the  Committee  on  Inva- 
lid Pensions,  made  an  cul  verse  report  upon  the 
petition  of  Dennis  Dygcrs;  which  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  R.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
tn  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  John  Burlin; 
which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  R.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
anadi'ersereporl  on  the  petition  ofSamson  Brown; 
which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  II.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  John  Owen; 
which  waa  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  R.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
anadverse'reporton  the  petition  of  George  Lynch ; 
which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  R.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  Catharine  H. 
Johnson;  which  waa  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  R.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  made  a 


favorable  report  on  the  petition  of  Isaac  Justice, 
and  asked  leave  to  report  a  bill  for  his  relief. 

Mr.TlLDEN,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition 
of  Darius  Hawkins. 

Mr.  T.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
an  adverse  report  oh  the  petition  of  Chauncy  Q. 
Storm;  which  was  ordered  to  tie  on  the  table. 

Mr.T.  also,  fromtbe  same  committee,  made  a 
report  on  the  petition  of  Palmer  Branch. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  New  York,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Invalid  Pensions,  made  an  adverse 
report  on  the  petition  of  Jeremiah  Kimbel. 

Mr.  S.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of'John  Farnham. 

Mr.  HUNGERFORD,  from  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Penaiona,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Frederick  Hopkins. 

Mr.  MclLVAlNE,  from  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Joseph  Bonnell. 

Mr.  COLES,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Aflfairs,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition 
of  the  heirs  of  James  Green. 

Mr.  FISH,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
AQiiim,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of 
A.  M.  Riizmiller. 

Mr.  DELLET,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of  Helena  Dill. 

Mr.D.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  William  H. 
Cook;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CAM  PBELL,  from  the  Committee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  repoited  a  bill  to  authorize 
the  sale  of  a  part  of  public  reservation  No.  13  in 
the  city  of  Wnahingion,  and  for  other  purposes. 

The  hour  of  two  o'clock  having  arrived, 

The  SPEAKER  announced  that  the  House 
stood  adjourned. 

Tlie  tVillowin?  pntitions,  preflcntrd  to-dny,  were  handed 
to  ttie  reporiiTH  Iiv  tlie  inenibers  presenting  Uietn  : 

By  Mr.  U  WEN  :  Tim  iiii'uiorini  of  John  A.  Stiphcnn  and 
four  liundred  anil  cishty-niie  mherii.  citizens  of  Pn«ey  coun- 
ty, Indiiniu,  a>king  n  grnnt  of  land  ibr  Ihc  completion  of  the 
f [rc.it  iiiiiinnni  tlioroiitflilarf  bi'l\vi*en  Uie  like!.nndlhe  Oltio, 
)y  the  improVi;in(-nt  of  the  navi^iiUinn  nf  the  Walm!<h  river. 

Also,  the  uieinofinl  of  Alexander  Devin  and  two  hundred 
and  ninety  four  others,  ciiizensof  GilMon  county, Indiana, 
up.ni  tlie  Siinie  sMliji-ct. 

AtKo,  the  iiiciiioriHl  of  William  Kurtz  and  twenty  eight 
others,  citizens  of  Gib»on  couiily,  Indiana,  li|M)n  the  same 
snbji-ct. 

Also,  the  meinoriAl  of  E,  M.  Cullock  and  Ihiny  others, 
citizens  of  GihsiMi  county,  I iidian.1.  upon  the  sainut^ubjeet. 

Also,  the  ineTniirial  nf  A.  F.  Allen  nnd  Iwu  hundred  nnd 
two  iilhers,  citizens  ot'  Orange  county,  Indiana,  upuit  the 
same  subject. 

Also,  the  inemnrirtl  of  Samuel  Ilnll  ond  one  hundred  nnd 
thirty-one  others,  ciiizeiw  nf  Uibson  eonniy,  Indiana;  also,, 
tile  memorial  of  John  U.  Monlffoinery  and  twenty  fourolh- 
erv,  eitizenrtof Gih-on  county.  Indiana ;  also,  the  incmnrial 
of  Clement  Whitini;  and  thii"ty-six  otlier-<, ciiizensof  rosey 
eouniy,  Indiana ;  also,  the  memorial  of  II.  D.  Allis  and  thir- 
ty-three oihcr.^,  citizens  of  VuiidciibnriE  county,  Indiana; 
also,  the  memorial  of  F.  E.  Good<ell  anil  t-ixiy-six  others, 
citizens  of  Vaiulenbiiri:  and  Wtirivick  eoiiniies,  Indiana; 
also,  the  inemorisl  of  John  Ouriiunk  and  eighty  otliers,  citi- 
zens of  Vandeiiburit  county,  Indiana ;  atno,  ihe  ineninrial  of 
John  Gardner  and  Ibriy-eiglit  others,  ciuzens  of  Tike  and 
Gibson  eoun lies,  Indiana  ;  also,  the  meinoiial  of  Naiha-i 
Beach  nn  I  twenty  »ix  others,  citizens  of  Warwick  cnuniy, 
Indiana ;  all  of  which  memorials  prayed  Congress  to  donate 
the  unsold  lands  in  the  Vinccnnes  l.-ind  di(<trtct  to  the  Stale 
of  Indiana,  to  aid  her  in  flni^tiing  the  entire  line  of  canal 
from  Lake  Erie  to  the  Otiio  river,  at  Evansville. 

Alio,  the  petition  of  James  Keilty  and  two  hundred  and 
one  others,  citizens  of  Vaiidenburg  cnuniy,  Indiana,  pray- 
ing Congress  for  a  reduction  ol  iHiKia^c. 

By  Mr.  PItATT :  The  pctiuon  of  M.  Furington,  for  a 
pentiion. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Jacob  Dunham,  for  losses  sustained 
by  pirates. 

Al^o,  the  petition  of  Walter  Vondenson  and  others,  of 
t^haiham,  for  a  reduction  of  iMiiiiagc  and  the  abolishment  of 
tjic  frnnkihg  privilege. 

By  Air.  GUEGV,  of  New  York:  The  peiiiion  of  the  citi- 
zens of  tlic  couniies  of  Woyne  and  Tompkins,  New  York, 
asking  fur  a  reduction  of  the  rates  of  postage ;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  nn  the  I'n^l  Otfice  and  Post  Roads. 

By  Mr.  J.  BKINKEUIIOFF;  A  pctilion  from  citizens  of 
Knox,  Franklin,  and  Licking  counties,  Ohio,  fur  a  reduc- 
tion of  postage. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  withdrew  from  the  flics  of  the  Clerk, 
and  presented  to  the  House,  Hie  petition  and  piipers  of 
Alexander  Noel,  of  Adair  county,  Reniucky  ;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions. 

Also,  wittidrcw  from  the  files  and  presented  the  petition 
of  Fii.-lding  Pratt;  which  was  referred  to  the  CommUtco  on 
Revolulioiiarv  Peni^jons. 

By  Mr.  LABRANCHE:  The  petition  of  Thomas  Fowler, 
praying  for  arrears  of  pensu)n ;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Invalid -Pensions. 

By  Mr.  MOllRIti,  of  I'eiin.iylvaiiia:  Four  petitions  from 
citizens  of  Fl)itudel[vhia,  nuitieriiusly  signed,  praying  Con- 
gress to  grant  no  appropriation  for  a  dry  dock  at  the  navy- 
yard  at  that  port. 


By  Mr.  TIBBATTa:  The  petition  of  Thomas  Hunter 
and  Alexander  Civldwell,  of  Kentucky,  praying  to  be  re-  • 
leased  from  a  jildsmenl  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  United 
Sutes  for  the  Kentucky  disu-ict,  for  82,000  against  them, 
as  bail  for  Wtltiam  Hunter ;  which  was  referred  to  Ibe 
Committee  on  tlie  Judiciary. 

By  Mr.  C.  M.  REF.D:  The  memorial  of  Oliver  New- 
bury,  and  two  hundred  ship  owners  and  forwarding  mer- 
ebanis  of  Detroit  and  pons  in  Michigan,  praying  that  the 
general  provisions  of  the  law  applicable  in  cases  on  tlie 
high  seas  and  in  the  coasting  trade  of  the  United  Htatee, 
may  he  exiendeil  over  tlie  commerce,  shipping,  and  navi- 
gation of  the  lakes,  and  to  crimes  ond  nfr(rn.-»e8  arising  there- 
on ;  and  that  admiralty  jurisdiction  maybe  conferred  on 
the  Federal  courts  in  suchcast^. 

,    Also,  the  pctilion  of  citizens  of  McKean  county,  Penn- 
sylvani.-i,  asking  a  reduction  in  the  rates  of  postage. 

Also,  the  petition  of  einzens  of  northwestern  Pennsylva- 
nia, for  an  appn.priaiion  for  the  harbor  at  Erie,  in  said 
Suite. 

By  Mr.  SCRGNCK:  The  pctilion  of  John  J.  Janney 
and  ligllty-five  others,  citizens  of  Warren  county,  Ohio, 
praying  for  a  rejiiiclion  of  postages ;  for  a  limitation  of  tlie 
franking  privilege  so  as  to  cover  onlv  Ihe  transmission  of 
congressional  docunienui,  nnd  for  a  reformed  and  oniform 
raic  of  postage  on  letters,  nnd  all  other  mail  matter ;  wlticll 
Kan  referred  to  Uie  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Po«t 
Roads.  

IN  SENATE. 
Tbdrsdat,  February  1, 1844. 

Mr.  WHITE  presented  a  memorial  signed  by 
a  number  of  citizens  of  Indiana,  praying  for  a 
grant  of  land  in  the  Vincennea  land  district,  to 
complete  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal  to  the  Ohio 
river;  which,  with  documents  upon  the  samo 
subject,  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  W.  spoke  for  some  time,  explaining  the. 
nature  of  these  documents;  of  what  had  already 
been  accomplished  by  the  State  of  Indiana  in  the 
way  of  internal  improvements,  l)y  the  grants  of 
land  made  her;  and  the  future  prospects  of  the 
Slate  resulting  from  the  extension  of  this  canal. 
He  concluded  by  moving  that  the  resolutions  of 
Ihe  Legislature  of  Indiana  of  the  last  session  on 
this  suljject,  be  taken  from  the  files,  and  referred 
to  the  Cominittce  on  PubUc  Lands. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ARCHER  presented  theflelition  of  Miles 
King,  and  of  James  Robinson  and  others,  assign- 
ees of  the  Pennsylvania  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  praying  the  payment  of  a  debt  due  by  the 
United  Stales  to  the  said  Miles  King,  and  by  him 
assigned  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States;  which 
waa  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  SIMMONS  presented  a  petition  from  Rob- 
ert Purkins,  a  citizen  of  Rhoile  Island,  praying 
the  payment  of  his  claim  against  the  United 
Slates  for  recapturing  of  the  sloop  Little  Sarah, 
and  four  men,  in  the  late  war  with  GreatBriiain; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. 

Mr.WOODBRIDGEpresentedapetitionsigned 
by  a  number  of  citizens  of  Calhoun  county,  in  the 
Slate  of  Michigan,  asking  Congress,  at  its  present 
session,  to  provide  means  for  the  speetly  con- 
strueiion  of  a  canal  around  the  falls  of  Sault  St. 
Marie;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals, 

Also,  joint  resolutions  of  the  L^gislature  of  the 
Slate  of  Michigan,  requesting  the  Senators  and 
Representatives  in  Congress  from  that  State  to 
use  their  best  exertions  to  procure  an  appropria- 
tion of  land  owned  by  the  United  States  lying 
within  the  vicinity  of^the  line  of  the  Grand  nver, 
in  Michigan,  to  repair  and  finish  the  Grand  river 
road. 

Mr.  W.  expressed  much  pleasure  in  present- 
ing the  resolutions  now,  as  the  Legislature  of 
Michigan  no  longer  assumed  the  high  pretension 
of  embarrassing  the  members  of  this  body  by 
underlnkiiie  to  dictate  to  them  what  they  abould 
do  or  not  do.  They  had  contented  themselves 
by  passing  resolutions  respectfully  requesting 
their  Senators  to  act.  He  moved  that  the  resolu- 
tions be  read  and  printed;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PORTER  presented  a  memorial  from  cit- 
izens of  Detroit,  praying  that  the  general  provis- 
ions of  law  applicable  to  cases  on  the  high  seaa 
and  in  the  coasting  trade  of  the  Uitited  States, 
may  be  extended  over  the  commerce,  shipping, 
antl  navigation  of  the  lakes,  and  the  controver- 
sies and  offenses  arising  thereon,  and  that  admi- 
ralty jurisdiction  may  be  conferred  on  the  several 
courts  in  all  such  cases;  which  was  refeifred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  DAYTON  presented  a  memorial  from 
i  William  D.  Conover,  praying  to  be  placed  on  the 
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pension  roll  of  the  United  States;  which  w«»  re- 
ferred lo  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  FAIRFIELD  presented  a  memorial  from 
Joseph  Pulsifer,  a  soldier  in  the  United  States 
Army  during  the  last  war  with  Great  Britain, 
praying  for  arrearages  of  pension;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 
GEORGIA  HESOLUTIONS. 

Mr.  COLaUlTT.  Mr.  President,  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  State  of  Georgia  passed  resolutions 
at  its  last  session,  which  have  been  transmitted 
by  the  Governor  to  be  presented  to  the  Senate, 
These  resolutions  were  handed  me  by  my  col- 
league on  yesterday;  and,  although  they  i^re  di- 
rected lo  both,  I  felt,  as  doubtless  he  (lid,  that, 
from  considerations  of  delicacy,  the  duly  of  pre- 
senting them  was  properly  mine.  I  attempted, 
promptly,  to  comply  with  the  request  of  the  Le- 
gislature, by  offering  them  on  yesterday;  but  n 
previous  motion  prevented.  I  now  ask  that  they 
be  read;  and  afterwards  I  propose  to  submit  a 
few  remarks. 

The  resolutions  were  then  read,  as  follows: 

The  last  Ge nern)  Assembly  of  Ihc  SuitR  of  Guiirxin  linv- 
fng  adopted  a  mrins  of  resc>lutioii!<,  approved  on  the  38rli  of 
Decemlter,  ]&t3,  cetuuiins  the  course  uf  the  lloii.  John 
M.  BF.RRirN,  one  of  our  Senators  in  Confress,  withdraw 
Ing  their  confidence  from  him,  and  declnrine  thnt  tlify 
would  neither  receive  froui,  nor  address  lo,  him  any  com- 
municalion  to  further  the  interests  or  defend  the  rifthtH  of 
the  people  of  Grorgia. — this  General  Assemhiy  fet'l  con- 
strnined  to  restore  the'  relalions  thus  di-*-irvrred  bt-tween 
the  people  of  GeorKinaod  their  faithful  ScnatorTaiid  to  ex- 
press their  corUi<lencc  in  his  worth  and  pntriotism  ; 

Be  it  therefore  reiotced  by  the  Senate  and  Httuxe  of  Rrp- 
retevtntii  ei  of  the  Slate  of  Gear  sin  in  General  Ai^einlly 
»nef,Thnt  wf  and  our  ronstitiU'nts  approve  thpcour-T  of  the 
Hon.  John  M.  Bkkrikn,  in  the  Senate  of  the  United..States. 
and  cherisi)  an  hoaest  pride  in  his  enlightened  patrioiism, 
and  distinsniiihed  ability. 

Reiolced  further t  That  we  especially  commend  his  itn- 
coropromising  resistance  to  the  disorganizing  doctrine  of 
legislative  instruction. 

Retolcedftt^tr^  That  this  General  A^embly  hereby  ex 
press  their  unqualified  conAdence  in  their  honorable  Sen 
ator  ;  that  it  will  always  l)e  their  pride  and  pleasure  tocom- 
municato  with  him  ;  and  that,  in  any  and  every  enierf*eiiey 
Ihey  will  address  iheinselves  to  lliin  as  the  willing  ciminpton 
and  able  defender  vf  the  rights  and  interests  of  tJie  people 
of  Georgia. 

Resotpeil/itr(Aer,Tbat  the  Goventor  be  re<|«esled  to  trans- 
■nK  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  toour  SeiLttors  in  Congress, 
with  the  request  that  Uiey  be  laid  before  the  Senate  M'  the 
United  States. 

In  Senate ;  agreed  to  33d  Deccnibv,  IM3. 

CHARLES  DOIIGIIRRTY, 

President  of  Ike  Senate, 

Allnt:  DciMiina  F.  Hardchan, 

Seere^rry  of  Ike  Senate, 

Mr.  COLCIUITT.  You  will  perceive,  sir,  that 
these  resolutions  have  strong  claims  on  your 
aympalhy,  since  they  possess  the  peculiar  merit 
of  paying  a  compliment  to  my  honorable  col- 
league, without  taxing  you  with  either  reason  or 
argument.  In  order  that  ynu  may  be  enabled  to 
comprehend  more  fully,  and  appreciate  more  defi- 
nitely, the  propriety  of  this  action  upon  the  part 
of  the  Legislature,  you  must  be  refreshed  with  a 
brief  history  of  the  last  few  years  touching  the 
subject  they  embrace. 

You,  sir,  will  remember  that,  at  the  'close  of 
theever-memorable  extra  session  in  1841,  my  col- 
league, associating  with  some  of  bis  Whig  friends 
then  in  Congress,  published  a  manifesto  to  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  lauding  what  they 
had  done,  and  excusing  themselves  for  what  they 
had  left  undone.  From  the  spirit  of  that  publi- 
cation, they  did  not  seem,  for  a  moment,  to  doubt 
but  that  the  people,  as  in  duty  bound,  would  send 
forth  long  and  loud  peals  of  applause,  mingled 
with  shouts  of"  well  done  good  and  faithful  ser- 
vants." Flattered  with  the  certainty,  if  they 
could  but  elicit  a  popular  response  lo  iheir  deeds, 
that  the  universal  replication  of  cheering  sounds, 
issuing  from  mountain  and  from  vale,  would 
make  the  "  Tiber  tremble  underneath  her  banks," 
Ihey  invoked  the  Slate  Legislatures  to  speak  out 
in  the  potency  of  their  might.  The  Legislature 
of  the  Slate  of  Georgia,  which  was  elected  some 
months  after  the  adjournment  of  that  session,  and 
after  this  publication  had  been  made,  convened 
on  the  first  Monday  in  November  of  that  year. 
It  was  natural  enough  that,  in  obedience  to  an 
invocation,  coming  from  so  hi|^  a  source,  the 
Legislature  should  have  examined  the  various 
topics  presented  for  public  Consideration.  They 
did  so;  and  instead  of  approving,  (as  had  been  ; 
expecjed,)  they  had  ihetlaring  to  reprobate  some  ! 
of  its  leading  measures.  They  condemned  the 
ehiutering  of  a  United  States  Bank;  the  passage  ! 
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of  the  bankrupt  law;  the  distribution  of  the  pro-  i 
ccede  of  the  public  lands  among  the  States;  the 
policy  of  a  protective  tariff;  the  recommendnlion 
to  change  the  Constitution,  by  limiting  the  veto  , 
power  of  the  President,  and  perhaps  some  others,  i 
These  measures  had  been  supposed  to  be,  in  the 
Slate  of  Georgia,  for  many  years,  opposed  to  the  , 
faith  of  the  republican  party  of  the  country,  ' 
which  faith  my  colleague, for  aseason, professed; 
but  not  until  after  the  war.     Having  thus  ex-  i 
pressed  their  opinions  upon  the  topics  presented 
in  the  manifesto,  they  raised  no  cinestion  as  to  the 
right  of  instruction;  but  inquired,  what  docs  our 
Senator  mean,  when  he  invokes  us  to  use  our 
constitutional  power  in  carry  out  ihe  popular  will.' 
Does  he  intend  to  mock  us.'  or  does  he  intend  to 
execute  our  wishes,  when  made  known;  or,  dif- 
fering with  us,  to  give  way  to  one  who  will.'  i 
In  solving  their  queries,  the  Legislaiure^most 
wrongfully,  as  time  has  proven— concluded  that 
this  appeal,  made  by  the  Senator  and  his  friends, 
was  an  honest  appeal,  intended  for  the  ascertain-  ! 
ment  of  public  opinion,  and  to  direct  the  action 
of  public  servants.    This  mistake,  I  trust,  will 
meet  the  indulgence  of  your  charity.   They  ought 
to  have  known  that  the  Legislatures  were  called 
on  as  a  mere  matter  of  form — not  to  condemn, 
but  to  approve;  that  resolutions  o'approbation 
would  have  tteen  a  proper  exercise  of  constitu- 
tional power;  but  that  resolutions  of  condemna- 
tion were  transcending  all  constitutional  limit. 
Those  resolutions,  however,  passed  the  Legisla-  ; 
ture,  and  were  sent  here;  when  my  colleague  i 
taught  them,  by  his  senatorial  bearing,  how  much 
regard  a  United  States  Sciialor  ought  to  pay  to 
the  legislative  resolve.^  of  a  Slate  from  which  he  l| 
receives  his  commission.     After  the  adjournment  ! 
of  Congress,  my  colleague  wrote  another  address 
to  the  people  of  Georgia,  holding  himself  in  no  '< 
wise  responsible  to  the  Legislature;  and  appeal-  11 
ing  to  the  people.     In  this  address  he  instructs  '' 
the  people  how  high  he  stands  as  a  Senator,  and 
says  be  "  is  not  an  officer  of  the  government  of    : 
Georgia."    Immediately  after  this  last  publica-   ', 
lion,  a  new  Legislature  waselected  and  convened. 
The  indifference  that  had  been  manifested  by  the  '\, 
Senator  to  the  resolves  of  the  former  Legislature, 
which  had  been  Invoked,  induced  the  Legislature 
of  1842 to  express  for  him  iheirconiempt.    That 

rou  may  have  a  more  correct  idea  of  their  spirit, 
will  read  the  resolutions:  .. 

**  I'he  romntittec  on  the  state  of  the  Republic,  to  whom  | 
were  referred  that  poruon  of  the  ine!i.*aite  of  hu  Exei'llen- 
cy  the  Governor,  n-lalive  to  the  preninhle  and  resolutions 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  hut  year,  transinitted  to  our  Sen-  .j 
aiors  in  fon^ri^s,  and  to  the'  recent  addre*is  of  the  Him.  j 
Jous  ,M.  IteRRiEN,  beg  leave  to  oHer  Uie  followiiig  report  ! 
-and  resolutions;  ji 

•'The  coinniitiee  liiive  read  with  care  and  attention  tile 
address  of  the  lli>ii.  Joittt  M.  lU:RRit:!<,  and  feel  that  they    • 
would  be  unworthy  of  the  trust  delegated  to  litem,  did  not 
they  give  that  notice  which  its  principles  and  docuinea  i 
seriously  demand.  1 1 

**  The  adtlfess  is  In  reply  to  the  preamble  and  resolutions  '  i 
passed  hy  the  last  Legislature*,  on  the  subject  of  many  im- 
imrtant  mea»nres  of  national  concern  ;  and  whilst  we  ad- 
mit the  [lerfeet  right  of  the  Senator  to  address  the  people — 
the  source  of  all  power— yet  we  deem  Uiat  it  would  have 
been  nothing  more  than  common  courtesy  fos  hini  also  to 
have  addressed  hts  immediate  eon^^tituents,  the  body  from 
whom  he  derived  his  ntfiee,  and  upon  whose  action  and 
opinions  lie  was  commenting.  j' 

"  The  address  was  promulgated  just  previous  to  the  gen-  r 
eral  elections,  and  was  evidently  inten<lcd  to  operate  on  '. 
Iheir  resulu.    But  the  people  were  not  convinced,  and  Ihe 
signal  rebuke  which  they  gave  to  the  Senntnr.  by  the  elec- 
tion of  Kepresentatives  in  Congress,  and  a  majority  of  the  ,  | 
representatives  in  boUi  branches  of  the  ticneral  Assembly,  I 
professing  opini<nis  ilianietrically  [opposite]  to  those  ad- 
vanced  hy  htm.shonhl  have  carried  convietion  to  his  mind  ;| 
that  he  was  no  longer  a  fit  and  pnipcr  representative  of  the  ){ 
Slate  of  Georgia,     lie  appealed  to  the  pr-ople — and  should  ', 
he  not  be  governed  by  their  verdict?  A  man  who  loves  his  :i 
country  and  its  Institutions  belter  than  his  own  personal    ' 
ageraniliaement,  would  never  hold  office  a  moment  after  he    ' 
bad  lost  the  confidence  of  the  people.  -  | 

*'  The  cotnmitlee  are  free  to  acknowledge  that  this  Legis- 
lature has  no  power  to  compel  a  Senator  to  resign  ;  but  the 
theory  of  a  representative  governtnent,  and  the  delicate 
connection  between  the  constituent  and  the  representative 
imperiously  demand  that  wiienever  he  ceases  to  subserve 
the  object  of  his  appointmcut,  he  should  at  tmco  surrender 
the  delegated  trust.  Tested  by  this  plain  and  obvious  rule, 
Mr.  Rkrrieh  will  utterly  defeat  the  enit  and  aim  of  repre- 
sentative governtnent,  should  he  continue  to  retain  the 
office  of  Senator  in  Congress.  Tlie  committee,  however, 
would  not  advise  you  to  derogate  from  your  otfieial  dignity 
so  far  as  to  prefer  any  request  to  an  agent  who  dit^avows 
yonr  authority.  The  man  who  disregards  the  twice  ex 
pressed  will  of  the  people  of  Gesrgia,  will  in  all  probability 
pay  as  little  attention  lu  ihe  wishes  of  their  Legislature. 
VVe  feel  it,  however,  due  to  the  m.ajesty  of  the  State  of 
(ieorgia,  that  we,  her  servants,  should  withdraw  ourselves 
from  all  offieial  contact  with  the  Hon.  John  .MACPuaasoK 
BaRfUEs,  and  leave  bim  in  the  isolation  be  baa  cboten  for 


himself,  to  hold  (if  it  so  please  him)  the  office  lo  which  he 
has  been  elie'eii ;  to  enjoy  (if  that  cau  cannon  him)  tb« 
wage^  of  his  office. 

'*  *  Casslo,  T  loved  thee. 
But  never  more  be  ufficcr  of  mine' 

"  The  people  of  Georgia  are  op|iosed  lo  a  national  bank, 
to  the  distribution  of  tlie  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public 
lauds,  to  the  alMdiiiou  or  modification  of  the  veto  power; 
and  with  Judge  Berrien,  in  the  lutlmy  days  of  his  intellect, 
they  utterly  deny  the  constitutional  power  of  (Nmtress  to 
einict  a  tariff  of  protection,  and  regard  such  a  tanlT  as  un- 
equal in  its  operation,  oppressive  and  unjust ;  and  yet.  upoa 
each,  all  of  these  importtuii  queMions,  the  people  of  G>--urgta 
differ  materially  from  Mr.  Herrien. 

'^  lie  it  therefore  retotted  /.i/  the  Senate  and  Ilonst  ofRef- 
reientnlires  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  That  the  opininn  of  ilia 
Hon  John  M.  Berrien,  oo  the  subject  of  a  nauonal  bank, 
the  adjustment  ol  the  tariff,  the  distribution  of  the  pniceeds 
of  the  sales  of  tfic  public  Unds,  are  in  direct  opposition  to 
the  principles  of  a  large  majonty  of  the  people  of  this 
State.  . 

"  }le  it  further  rewired.  That  the  veto  power  is  the  great 
conservative  principle  of  tlie  Conatilution,  and  its  abohlioii 
or  proposed  mitdilicatioit  would  leave  our  rights  and  the 
Consttlntinn  itself  the  sport  of  Inesponaible  majorilic*  is 
Congress. 

**  Be  it  further  retoleed,  That  the  Senators  in  Congress 
are  the  representatives  and  officers  of  the  Slates  elceting 
them;  and  the  opinion  of  the  Hon.  Jobn  M.  Berriek,  thai 
he  *  is  not  an  officer  of  Ihe  government  of  Georgia,*  renders 
him  unlit  to  represent  tliis  State  in  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States. 

"  ,^nW  he  it  farther  retoltei,  Tlial  this  Legislature  hereby 
withdraws  ilsconllilenee  from  the  Hon.  John  Macfhersos 
Berrien;  we  will  receive  nocoinmunicniion  from  him, nor 
will  we.  in  any  emergency,  address  ourselves  to  that  boa- 
ornble  Senator,  to  further  the  interesla  or  defend  the  rights 
of  the  people  of  Georgia. 

**iJe  it  farther  resotted,  That  his  Excellency  the  Gov- 
ernor he  requested  to  forward  a  copy  of  the  preamble  and 
resolutions  to  the  Hon.  Alfred  Cittliliert,  with  our  instme- 
tions  to  ley  the  same  before  the  Senate  of  the  Uniml 
States." 

The  Legislature *of  I84I  made  no  question  li 
to  the  right  of  instruction,  but  acted  upon  Ihe  in- 
vitation of  the  Senator  and  his  friends.  The  Le- 
gislature of  1842  does  not  claim  to  instruct,  but 
refers  to  the  action  of  the  former  Legislature,  and 
the  conduct  of  the  Senator  towards  that  body, 
and  his  doctrines  expressed  in  his  address.  Hav- 
ing cut  himself  off  from  them,  they  very  unne- 
cessarily cut  themselves  off  from  him.  Now, sir, 
you  will  be  able  to  understand  the  importance  of 
the  resolutions  which  I  have  had  the  honor  to 
submit.  The  Legislatures  of  1841  and  1843  made 
alike  gross  mistakes  as  to  their  constitutional 
power.  Neither  placed  a  proper  estimate  upon 
senatorial  importance.  They  seemed  to  think 
they  had  as  much  right  to  censtire  as  to  piaiae. 
It  was,  then,  very  important  to  hare  these  errors 
corrected  at  once'.  For  this  purpose,  in  part,  it 
is  manifest  the  Legislature  of  1843  passed  these 
resolutions.  It  is  now  settled,  so  far  as  the  ac- 
tion of  the  last  Legislature  of  Georgia  can  settle  it, 
that  resolutions  of  censure  are  disorganizing,and 
that  resolutions  of  praise  are  legitimate,  proper, 
and  orderly.  All  three  Legislatures  passed  reso- 
lutions. The  first  two  condemned,  and  are,  there- 
fore, unconstitutional.  The  last  takes  the  legiti- 
mate course,  and  establishes  that  the  true  limit  of 
legislative  power  over  a  United  States  Senator  is 
to  praise.'  I  note  one  other  difference  in  the  char- 
acter of  these  different  legislative  resolves.  The 
preceding  Legislatures  iTiscuused  political  opin- 
ions and  actions,  condemning  such  as  they  deemed 
wrong;  the  last  (those  just  read)  include  all  te- 
tions  and  opinions  in  a  significant  parenthesis, 
and  laud  the  Senator  irrespective  of  political  doc- 
trines. I  cannot  commend  too  highly  the  inge- 
nuity displayed  in  this  feature  of  these  resolutions, 
but  will  not  ask  a  patent  right  for  the  draftsman. 
You  will  doubtless  admit  that  it  is  not  every  in- 
ventor that  could  have  stumbled  upon  a  process 
by  which  he  could  compliment  a  friend,  without 
particularizing  some  act  of  his  life  worthy  of 
praise.  In  mathematics,  the  whole  is  considered 
equal  to  all  its  parts;  but  these  resolutions  dem- 
onstrate that  the  reverse  is  true  in  political  sci- 
ence. Here  they  approve  the  Senator's  whole 
course,  when  they  did  not  risk  the  passage  of  a 
resolution  approving  a  solitary  act.  The  Legis- 
lature of  the  State  of  Georgia  never  has,  and  never 
will,  pass  a  resolution  giving  sanction  lo  a  pro- 
tective tariff.  The  Legislature  of  the  Suteof 
Georgia  never  has,  and  never  will,  pass  a  resolu- 
tion approbating  the  bankrupt  law,  as  passed  at 
the  extra  session.  The  L.egislature  of  the  State 
of  Georgia  never  has  passed,  and  never  will  pass, 
a  resolution  declaring  that  the  decision  of  the  Su- 
preme Court,  upon  a  constitutional  question,  be- 
comes a  part,  and  the  strongest  part,  of  the  Con- 
stitution. The  Legislature  of  (be  Slate  of  Georgis 
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never  haa  passed,  and  never  will  pass,  a  resolu- 
tion asking  a  change  of  the  Coustilulion  limiting 
the  veto  power  of  the  President.  The  Legislature 
of  the  State  of  Geoi^ia  never  has  passed,  and 
never  will  pass,  a  resolution  regaesiing  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  public  lands  to  be  distributed  among 
the  States.  But  I  confess,  sir,  notwithstanding 
all  this,  that  the  last  Legislature  has  passed  reso- 
lutions approving  the  course  of  the  Senator  here. 
The  resolves  of  die  Legislatures  of  1841  and  1842 
had  no  sensible  effect  upon  the  Senator;  and  I 
doubt  not  he  is  as  much  above  legislative  praise 
■s  legislative  censure;  and  that  he  will  not  be 
reached,  therefore,  by  the  resolutions  just  intro- 
duced. Inasmuch,  therefore,  as  the  resolutions 
which  have  just  been  presented  say  that  those  of 
1842  "dissevered  the  relations"  which  existed 
"  between  the  people  of  Georgia  and  their  faith- 
ful Senator" — of  course,  wiihout  his  knowledge, 
and  certainly  without  his  consent — it  is  hereby  de- 
creed, as  far  forth  aa  these  resolutions  can  accom-. 
plisb  it,  that  a  full  and  complete  restoration  take 
place  between  the  Senator  and  the  people,  with- 
out their  knowledge  or  consent.  And  to  Ibis  end,' 
I  move  that  the  reiolutions  be  printed. 

Mr.  BERBIEN  said:  I  am  quite  sure  there  is 
no  one  who  hears  me,  whatever  may  be  the  dif- 
ference of  political  opinion  which  divides  us,  who 
will  not  readily  accredit  the  sincerity  of  the  decla- 
ration which  1  make,  that  I  present  myself  on 
this  occasion  to  the  notice  of  liie  Senate  with  the 
most  unfeigned  reluctance. 

1  have  been  called  to  do  this  without  the  slight- 
est intimation  from  my  colleagua  of  his  intention 
to  make  this  assault.  He  received  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  Legislature  of  Georgia,  and,  concur- 
ring in  opinion  with  me  that  it  became  him  rather 
than  me  to  present  them  to  the  Senate,  agreed  to 
do  80,  without  any  notice  whatever  of  his  inten- 
tion lo  accompany  their  presentment  with  the  re- 
marks which  demand  this  reply.  Of  the  propri- 
ety of  such  a  course,  honorable  Senators  will 
judge.  I  regret  it  sincerely,  but  not  from  any 
consideration  which  is  personal  to  myself.  For 
the  sake  of  the  State  which  we  represent — for  the 
sake  of  my  colleague,  as  a  representative  of  the 
people  of  that  State,  I  sincerely  regret  it.  So  far 
as  I  have  any  personal  concern  in  the  matter,  it 
is  loo  utterly  impotent  to  awaken  any  such  feel- 
ing. If,  in  the  faithful  discharge  of  the  various 
duties  which  have  devolved  upon  me,  1  have  not 
attained  ray  present  years  without  being  elevated 
above  and  beyond  the  reach  of  such  an  assault, 
from  such  a  source,  I  have  lived  in  vain;  life,  in 
such  an  event,  is  utterly  valueless. 

Mr.  President,  I  cannot  be  induced,  no  consid- 
eration would  tempt  me,  to  follow  my  colleague 
in  the  path  which  he  has  traversed.  1  cannot  be 
tempted  to  enter  into  a  discussion  of  the  merits 
or  demerits  of  the  resolntions  of  the  successive 
Legislatures  of  1841  and  1842,  whose  conduct,  in 
adopting  them,  he  has  labored  lo  vindicate.  That 
question  has  been  already  decided;  their  merits 
have  been  already  determined  by  the  people  of 
Georgia.  1  cannot,  therefore,  be  seduced  to  seek 
a  deviation  from  propriety  to  such  an  abandon- 
ment of  my  own  self-respect,  as  to  enter  upon 
a  vindication  of  my  conduct  against  the  charges 
contained  in  those  resolutions,  which  have  been 
already  stamped  with  the  reprobation  of  that  peo- 
ple, ^fore  them  that  vindication  has  been  made, 
and  it  has  been  made  triumphantly. 

I  cannot,  however,  consent  that  the  Legislature 
of  Georgia,  by  whom  the  resolutions  now  on  your 
table  were  adopted,  expressing  the  opinions  and 
feelings  of  the  people  of  the  State — 1  say  emphati- 
cally, the  opinions  and  feelings  of  the  people  of 
tlie  Slate,  and  defy  contradiction — I  cannot  con- 
sent that  that  Legislature,  speaking  the  language 
and  expressing  the  feelings  of  their  constituents, 
shall  be  misrepresented  in  this  enlightened  assem- 
bly. It  is  to  correct  these  misrepresentations,  and 
only  for  that  purpose,  that  I  trouble  you  with  a 
briefrtmark. 

.  Sir,  it  is  not  true  that,  at  any  time,  or  in  ai>y 
situation  in  which  I  have  been  placed,!  have  in- 
vited the  I^islature  of  Georgia  to  transcend  their 
constitutional  powers,  by  entering  upon  the  scru- 
tiny of  my  conduct  as  a  member  of  this  body. 
'' *•»  a  simple  misrepresentation,  which  was  ex- 
ploded and  put  down  in  the  place  where  it  origin- 
ated. The  appeal  was  to  the  people;  and  not  to 
the  Legislature,  who  were  invited  to  ascertain, 
■Dd,  wuhin  their  coiMtitutional  sphere,  to  give^ 


effect  to  the  will  of  that  people.  It  was  under 
such  an  appeal  that  the  Legislature  of  184] — 
elected  within  a  few  weeks,  ueforc  there  could, 
by  any  possibility,  have  been  an  expression  of 
public  opinion  on  the  subject  which  it  embraced 
— assumed  to  be  the  exponent  of  the  public  will, 
and  undertook  to  instruct  me  in  the  discharge  of 
my  duty  on  this  floor.  I  refTised  obedience  to 
their  instructions;  I  denied  their  authority;  and, 
in  an  address  to  the  people,  discussed  this  doc- 
trine of  instruction,  and  the  several  questions  of 
public  policy  which  were  in  controversy  between 
us.  This  brought  upon  me  the  censure  of  the 
Legislature  ot  1842,  in  a  series  of  resolutions, 
presented  to  this  b^dy,  of- which  I  forbear  to 
speak  in  the  only  language. that  would  be  appro- 
priate to  them. 

At  the  close  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  I 
returned  to  the  State,  and  presented  my  personal 
appeal  to  the  people.  I  addressed  myself  to  my 
fellow-citizens  as  opportunities  offered,  and  par- 
ticularly to  several  nundred  of  the  most  intelli- 
gent citizens  of  Georgia,  assembled  in  convention 
in  the  Capitol  of  the  State.  For  the  first  tim<: 
during;  the  last  year,  the  several  issues  between 
the  Legislatures  of  1841  and  1842,  were  presented 
directly  to  tl^  people,  in  time  to  permit  their  dis- 
cussion, aniMbey  were  fully  discussed.  I  need 
not  tell  you,  sir,  what  was  the  result  of  that  ref- 
erence. I  need  not  tell  you  that  the  people  of 
Georgia  have  thrice  spoken,  in  a  language  which 
cannot  be  misunderstood — in  a  language  which, 
if  the  present  Legislature  of  Geoi^ia  were  as  little 
restrained  by  the  constitutional  limitations  of  their 
powers  as  their  predecessors,  my  colleague  would 
not  fail  to  understand. 

And  now,  sir,  what  is  the  attitude  in  which  he 
has  thought  proper  lo  present  himself  to  the  Sen- 
ate this  morning?  He  stands  here  aa  one  of  the 
representatives  of  Georgia,  avowing  opinions 
which  are  in  conflict,  not  merely  with  those  of 
the  Legislature,  but  of  the  people  of  the  Stale. 
Such  a  position  is  certainly  not  a  desirable  one. 
It  has  been  my  lot  to  bear — though  I  never  sought 
it — and  I  have  borne  it,  regardless  of  the  impo- 
tent assaults  which  were  made  upon  me.  My 
colleague  may  have  assumed  this  antagonistic 
position;  he  certainly  can  do  so  with  perfect  con- 
fidence that  he  will  be  exempt  from  these  assaults, 
that  no  wanton  aggression  will  be  made  upon  his 
feelings.  He  may  derive  this  confidence,  not 
simply  from. the  terms  of  the  resolutions  he  has 
presented  to  you,  nor  from  any  mere  inference 
which  he  may  deduce  from  them,  but  from  the 
high  sense  of  their  constitutional  duty  which  is 
an  essential  principle  in  the  creed  of  that  great 
party  which  now  happily  predominates  in  the 
legislative  councils  of  the  State. 

My  colleague  objects  to  the  resolutions  which 
he  has  presented,  that  they  bestowpraises  on  me 
without  offering  an  argument  to  youfto  sustain 
them.  Sir,  such  an  argument  would  nave  been 
singularly  misplaced.  They  meant  to  express 
their  opinions  and  feelings  in  relation  to  a  public 
agent,  who,  in  their  judgment,  had  been  unwar- 
rantably assaulted  by  their  predecessors;  and  in 
giving  the  assurance  of  their  confidence,  they  did 
not  feel  that  they  were  called  upon  to  enter  into 
a  discussion  of  the  political  questions  which  were 
connected  with  it.  From  this  omission,  my  col- 
league has  ventured  to  draw  the  inference  that 
the  Legislature  of  Georgia  did  not  dare  to  express 
their  approbation  of  those  principles,  which  was 
necessary  to  justify  that  confidence;  and,  in  doing 
so,  he  misrepresents  the  character  of  that  Legisla- 
ture. Sir,  that  assembly  of  the  freemen  of  Geor- 
gia is  composed  of  men  as  little  prone  to  shrink 
from  the  expression  of  their  opinions,  on  allpro- 
pcr  occasions,  as  any  assembly  on  earth.  They 
liave  not  entered  into  the  discussion  of  these  ques- 
tions, for  reasons  which  have  been  distinctly 
avowed  in  the  progress  of  their  session.  They 
were  assembled  under  the  constitution  of  Geor- 
gia. The  peculiar  interests  of  that  State  were  the 
objects  of  their  care.  They  knew  that  the  national 
interests  of  that  people  had  been  by  them  confided 
to  a  distinct  class  of  agents,  and  they  had,  at  an 
early  period  of  their  session,  and  in  the  discussion 
of  a  totally  distinct  subject,  disclaimed  their  ob- 
ligation to  interfere  with  them.  On  a  motion  to 
refer  to  a  committee  so  much  of  the  message  of 
the  out-going  Governor  aa  related  to  the  tariff,  the 
bank,  and  other  questions  of  national  policy, 
they  refoiKd  the  reference.    It  is  therefore  that, 


in  their  legislative  proceedings,  and  in  the  reso- 
lutions which  have  been  presented  to  you  to-day, 
they  have  abstained  from  discussing  these  topics. 
But  these  same  individuals,  acting  as  individuals, 
have  not  hesitated  to  proclaim  and  publish  to  the 
i  people  ofGeorgia  their  opinions  in  relation  to  each 
and  all  of  them.  These,  with  the  cohflicting 
opinions  of  their  opponents,  constituted  the  issues 
which  were  submitted  to  that  people  at  the  recent 
elections,  and  my  colleague  remembers  the  decis- 
ions which  were  rendered  on  each  successive  trial. 
It  igin  vain,  then,  sir,  to  impute  to  the  Legislature 
of  Georgia  the  want  of  courage  to  express  their 
opinions.    The  imputation  is  unfounded. 

That  Le|;islature,  sir,  had  abundant  occupation 
for  all  their  time,  during  a  session  of  forty  or 
fifty  days,  in  reclaiming  the  affairs  of  the  State 
from  the  ruinous  condition  in  which  they  had 
been  left  by  the  mismanagement  of  their  prede- 
cessors, who,  with  a  solitary  exception,  had  for 
the  last  ten  years  controlleo  the  councils  of  the 
State.  They  addressed  themselves  to  these,  their 
appropriate  duties,  with  a  zeal, assiduity,  and  in- 
telligence, which  have  secured  to  them  the  appro- 
bation of  their  constituents.  The  regulation  of 
their  currency;  the  renovation  of  their  finances; 
the  redemption  of  the  credit  of  the  State;  a  com- 
pliance with  their  constitutional  duty  in  district- 
ing the  State;  regulating  the  reduction  of  their 
State  representation;  providing  for  carrying  on 
their  great  work  of  internal  improvement;  these, 
and  other  kindred  subjects,  occupied  their  atten- 
tion, under  a  sense  of  duty,  and  not  from  a  want 
of  nerve.  If  other  motives  had  been  required, 
they  were  admonished  by  the  fate  of  their  prede- 
cessors, by  the  condemnation  pronounced  by  the 
people  on  their  eqnduct.  Sir,  if  there  was  any 
one  consideration  which  more  largely  than  an- 
other entered  into  the  recent  canvass,  which  more 
especially  induced  the  people  ofGeorgia  to  repel 
from  their  confidence  those  whofor#ii  years  had 
enjoyed  it,  it  was  that,  overlooking  the  interests 
of  the  State,  and  their  own  appropriate  duties, 
they  had  spent  their  time  in  vain  and  unprofitable 
discussions,  and  had  thus  brought  its  affairsinto 
confusion  and  embarrassment.  The  strong  ex- 
pression of  public  feeling  wHieh  was  given  at  the 
recent  elections  was  an  emphatic  admonition  to 
the  new  depositaries  of  the  people's  confidence 
nottosin  in  a  similar  manner.  They  have  obeyed 
the  injunction,  and  have  retired  from  their  legis- 
lative labors  with  the  unoualified  approbation  of 
their  constituents;  in  my  humble  judgment,  with 
the  approbation  of  franic  men  of  all  parties. 

If,  in  the  resolutions  nowpresented  toyou,they 
have  seemed  to  deviate  from  the  course  they  had 
thus  prescribed  to  themselves,  let  it  be  recollected 
that  their  predecessors,  disregarding  the  ordinary 
rules  of  courtesy  which  oogbt  to  prevail  between 
public  agents  as  well  as  individuals, disregardin|; 
the  higher  obligations  of  justice,  had  deemed  it 
their  right,  as  it  well  accorded  with  their  inclina- 
tion, to  hold  me  up  to  the  censure  of  the  people 
of  the  United  States.  They  had  declared  their 
determination  to  hold  no  communication  with  me, 
although  they  had  manifested  the  puerility  of  the 
attempt  by  subsequently  calling  upon  me,  a  few 
days  after,  to  aid,  by  my  exertions,  in  accom- 
plishing their  wishes  in  this  body.  It  was  then 
the  right — may  I  not  say  it  was  the  duty— of  the 
present  Legislature  of  Georgia  to  restore  those 
relations  between  themselves  and  a  Senator  of  that 
State;  and,  in  so  doing,  to  express,  if  they  felt  it, 
the  confidence  which  they  reposed  in  him. 

I  am  not  disposed  to  occupy  the  time  of  the 
Senate.  I  cannot  be  drawn  into  a  reply  to  the 
remarks  of  my  colleague  in  the  spirit  in  which 
they  were  made.  Having  honestly  discharged 
the  duties  of  this  station  according  to  the  best  of 
my  ability,  I  have  always  felt  my  respoiisibility 
to  the  people,  but  not  to°  the  Legislature  of  Geor- 

fia.  I  have  denied  their  right  of  instruction.  I 
id  80  publicly,  at  the  seat  of  government,  before 
I  was  elected,  professing,  at  the  ssme  time,  my 
willingness  freely  to  express  my  opinions  on  any 
subject  which  might  be  presented  to  me;  so  that, 
if  those  opinions  should  not  be  found  to  accord 
with  those  of  the  inquirer,  he  might  abstain  from 
voting  for  me.  I  made  these  declarations  three 
weeks  before  my  election.  It  was  my  wish  that 
the  Legislature  should  distinctly  understand  my 
political  opinions  on  every  subject;  and  they  were 
understood,  and  have  been  since  approved,  by  a 
great  majority  of  the  people  and  the  Legislatora 
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of  Georgia.  Having  been  elected,  and  entered 
upon  the  disclmrge  of  my  duties  in  this  Chamber, 
after  this  distinct  declaration  that  I  could  not  sac- 
rifice the  dictates  of  my  own  judgment  to  legisla- 
tive instruction,  and  that  I  would  not  violate  the 
constitutional  tenure  of  office,  nor  sacrifice  the 
rights  of  an  American  Senator  by  retiring  from 
my  station  at  the  summons  of  party,  I  have  had 
the  im|ienetrable  armor  of  conscious  rectitude  to 
sustain  me*under  the  assaults  of  my  political  op- 
ponents, having  been  cheered  at  all  times  by  the 
unfaltering  approbation  of  my  political  friends.' 

Summoned,  as  I  have  been  again  to-dny,  be- 
fore the  people  of  the  United  States,  by  the  wan- 
ton assault  of  mr  colleague,  this  is  my  answer; 
and  to  that  people  I  cheerfully  commit  the  decis- 
ion of  this  most  ejftraordinary  controversy. 

Mr.  COLCIUITT.  I  am  satisfied,  sir,  that  the 
people  ef  Georgia  will  be  truly  gratified  to  learn 
that  my  colleague  is  not  so  much  elevated  by  his 
election  to  the  Senate,  but  what  he  feels  and  esti- 
mates legislative  praise,  no  matter  how  little  he 
regards  legislative  censure.  My  colleague  throws 
himself,  however,  upon  his  dignity,  and  refuses 
to  respond  to  such  things  as  arc  intimately  con- 
nectea  with  the  welfare  of  the  people  of  Georgia, 
and  for  which  the  Legislatures  of  1841  and  I84S 
censured  his  conduct.  He  occupies  truly  a  singu- 
lar position:  stilled  upon  his  high  conceptions  of 
senatorial  elevation,  he  refuses  to  recognize  legis- 
lative requisitions,  when  they  relate  to  the  public 
weal,  but  receives  them  with  joy,  when  they  pay 
a  personal  compliment  to  himself.  The  Senator 
has  boasted  of  the  nerve  which  the  last  Lesisla- 
ture  possessed;  and  pronounces,  with  emphasis, 
that  they  could  have  dared  to  do  whatever  was 
their  will.  It  was  not  my  purpose,  when  I  said 
they  did  not  dare  to  risk  the  passage  of  a  resolu- 
tion approbating  any  particular  act  of  ihe. Senator, 
that  lliey  were  wanting  in  couraec;  for  they  gave 
nianifolti  pro<flb  of  their  daring.  The  manner  they 
divided  the  Slate  into  senatorial  and  congressional 
districts,  affords  evidence  enough  of  their  bold- 
ness, but  1  aver  that  they  could  not  have  passed 
a  resolution  approving  a  solitary  leading  measure 
of  the  extra  session  of  Congress.  The  Senator, 
however,  excuses  them  upon  another  ground — 
that  they  did  not  feel  themselves  justified  to  ex- 
press their  opinions  upon  subjects  of  naiiunal 
interest.  I  should  be  glad  to  learn  how  long  it 
has  been  since  the  members  of  that  Legislature 
imbibed  that  doctrine.  It  is  very  strnnge  that 
this  motive  should  have  been  so  powerfulat  this 
time,  when  the  Legislature  of  Georgia  has  passed 
resolutions  upon  the  tarifl'',  the  bank,  and  almost 
every  other  national  cjupstion  in  which  the  inter- 
est of  the  Stale  was  involved.  ■  This  last  Legis- 
lature originated  resolutions  asking  Congress  to 
remit  the  duty  on  railroad  ir<m:  it  passed  the 
House  of  Representatives;  and  while  under  dis- 
cussion in  the  Senate,  a  substitute  was  proposed 
by  a  Democratic  member,  cnndeniniiig  the  whole 

grotective  policy;  and,  although  it  was  a  Whig 
enate,  Ihe  substitute  was  adopted.  Does  the 
Senator  deny  the  ri^ht  to  the  Legislature  of  the 
Stale  to  indicate  their  opinions  of  the  intereau  of 
the  people?  Sir,  this  is  new  doctrine,  utterly  at 
war  with  the  action  of  every  Slate  Legislature  in 
the  Union.  This  doctrine  is  a  part  of  the  Whig 
policy  of  the  Stale  of  Georgia;  they  have  sought 
etudiously  to  avoid  every  issue  upon  national  pol- 
itics; and,  by  local  questions,  have  been  gradually 
transferring  the  people  of  the  State  into  the  arms 
of  .Federalism.  The  majority  of  the  people  of 
Georgia  are  decidedly  and  uncompromisingly  op- 
posed to  the  "  American  system, "and  the  whole 
Whig  policy  of  the  extra  session.  Prudence, 
therefore,  and  not  a  want  of  confidence  in  their 
right,  prevented  the  last  Legislature  from  meddling 
with  national  politics.  Let  the  issues  be  fuirly 
made  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  and,  my  word  for 
it,  the  people  are  still  true  to  the  republican  foith 
of  their  fathers.  Railroads,  pecuniary  difficulties, 
and  sometimes  ambition ,  may  give  oi»r  ad  versaries 
an  advantage;  but  the  people  are  still  true  to  a 
strict  construction  of  the  Constitution.  The  Sen- 
ator has  said  that  never,  until  ihe  last  election, 
were  all  their  issues  made;  and  then  that  ihey 
were  made,  and  the  elections  prove  their  triumph. 
1  insist,  sir,  that  the  Senator  knows  that  it  was, 
in  most  parts  of  the  State,  all-important  not  to 
present  national  issues;  and  that  the  late  elec- 
tions have   turned    upon  very  ditTcreut  ques- 

tiOM. 


The  elections  which  look  place  immedintely  I 
after  the  adjournment  of  the  extra  session  arc  I 
surely  ihe  very  best  testa.  The  acts  of  the  Whigs  ' 
wert;  known;  there  could  be  no  disguise;  dccep-  I 
tion  could  not  be  practiced;  and  the  people  every-  I 
where  condemned  them.  Other  and  local  qiies-  ! 
lions  have  since  taken  their  place,  and  produced  i 
different  results.  ' 

The  Senator  has  strange  notions  of  his  respons-  i 
ibility.     He  says  he  never  did  invoke  the  State  I 
Legislatures  to  make  any  expression  of  opinion,  I 
but  that  he  called  on  the  people  directly.     I  may 
be  mistaken  in  the  address,  but  I  never  should  I 
have  conceived,  under  our  form  of  government,  ' 
the  necessity  of  such  °an  appti^l.     It  is  a  mere 
quibble.     An  appeal  to  the  people  by  a  Senator 
has  a  proper  and  legitimate  response  by  the  pcoi 
pie's  representatives.     If  it  had   been  favorable, 
the  Senator  here  would   then,  as  he  does  now, 
have  proclaimed  it  the  people's  voice.     Hut,  sir, 
to  whom  does  the  Senator  acknotvledge  respons- 
ibility, if  he  does  not  to  the  State  JU-gislalure ! 
The  Senate  is  said  to  represent  the  Slate  sover- 
eignties in  Congress;  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives more  immediately  the  people  of  the  States. 
He  snys  he  appealed  to  the  people,  and  not  to  Ihe  ! 
Legislatures.  What  people.'  The  pe<M|le  of  Geor- 
gia.' .Oh!  no;  the  people  of  the  XJmei  States,  ! 
because  he  is  a  United  States  Senator.    My  col-  | 
league  says  he  made  it  publicly  known,  before  ' 
his  election,  that,  if  he  were  elected,  he  should  i 
disregard  legislative  instructions.    This  may  be  ] 
so.  It  was  not,  however,  published,  I  think; and  ' 
I  am  quite  sure  1  never  ncard  that  the  Senator 
notified  the  Legislature,  before  hi^election,  that  I 
it  was  his  purpose  that,  so  soon  as  they  had  com-  I 
missioned  him,heshoMld  hold  himself  independent  I 
of  and  irresponsible  to  them,  i  may  be  mistaken,  I 
but  I  think  such  a  proclamation  would  have  lost  I 
him  many  a  freeman's  vole  in  that  Legislature.  | 
The  Senator  has  been   pleased  to  say,  that,  but  I 
for  Ihe  sentiments  entertained  by  the  Inst  Legis-  { 
lature,  of  having  no  right  to  intermeddle  withna-  ' 
ijnnal  politics,  I  might  feel  what  he  has  f<-lt  for  : 
the  last  two  years.     I  have  no  doubt  the  last  Le-  | 
gislature  could   have  passed  resolutions,  if  they  I 
had  thought  prdpcr,  asking  me  to  resign;  that  I  i 
was  unworthy,  destitute  of  talents,  &c.;  but  I  | 
deny  that  they  could  have  passed  any  rcsolu-  | 
tion,  pointing  out  any  course  of  political  conduct, ' 
which  I  could  not  have  carried  out.  I  had  no  fear  ' 
upon  this  subject;  and  if  ever  the  people  of  Gcor-  1 
gia,  by  their  Legislature,  shall  become  the  advo- 
cates of  the  odious  measures  advocated  by  the 
Whigs  at  the  extra  session  of  Congress  in  1841, 
and  advocated  by  a  large  majority  of  them  through- 
out the  Union,  it  will  be  when  the  fires  of  party 
shall  have  burned  up  every  vestige  of  consistency 
and  honor.     If  the  reason  I  have  assigned  is  not 
the  true  reason  why  the  Legislature  of  Georgia 
did  not  indifse  Whigdnctrinesat  its  late  session, 
my  colleague  will  pardon  me  if  I  suppose  it  was 
a  kindness  to  him  that  they  did  not  set  them  out 
in  their  resolutions;  for,  by  so  doing,  they  would 
have  passed  laudatory  resolutions,  but  at  the 
same  time  held  him  up  in  the  ridiculous  attitude 
of  standing  now  in  opposition  to  every  measure 
which  a  few  years  ago  he  advocated. 

I  am  myself  the  advocate  of  principles,  and  am 
prepared  to  put  my  brand  upon  the  changeling 
who  abandons  them.  Others  may  be  content  to 
go  with  the  crowd,  and  boast  of  their  consisten- 
cy;.because  they  continue  in  company  with  a 
majority  of  their  old  friends,  while  they  trample 
down  those  principles  upon  which  Ihe  happiness 
and  perpetuity  of  the  Government  depend,  and 
which  they,  for  full  many  a  year  did  battle.  Hav- 
ing discharged  what  1  believe  to  be  a  duty  to  the 
Legislatures  of  1841  and  18421  as  well  as  the  Le- 
gislature of  1843, 1  again  ask  that  the  resolutions 
be  printed. 

'The  question  was  put ;  and  the  resolutions  were 
ordered  to  be  printed.  ' 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FAIRFIELD,  it  was 
Oritred,  Tb»l  tlie  peUtion  of  Kul'ut  R.  Lane  be  inken 
from  the  filen  uf  the  Senoit;,  and,  witli  a  cniiiiiiUDicttiion  lie  | 
tlieii  presented  fntin  tlie  Conin)it^>iiMicr  of  rflisimi;*  upon 
Ihe  subject,  be  rcfrrred  to  ttic  Conimittoc  on  Pensions.        I 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  it  was  | 

Ordered,  'l'li:ii  Uie  petition  of  Jnlin  Ilil>bert,  a  soldier  of  | 
tlic  lain  w;ir  with  tju-at  Britain,  praying  for  a  p4;n»ion,  be 
taken  from  the  filex  uf  itie  :5enutu,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions.  I 


On  motion  of  Mr.  TALLMADGE,  it  was 
Ordered,  Tliat  the  petition  of  Josepti  Rut»y,  »i<ktn;  to  he 
confirmed  in  liii*  t-lHtin  to  an  Indian  reservation,  be  tak4'n 
from  Uie  file«  of  the  Senate,  and  referred  to  Ihe  Coiiiiuiitue 
on  Public  Lnnd-f. 

REPORT  PROM  A  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.SlM.MONS,  fi-om  the  Committeeon  Print- 
ing, reported  in  favor  of  printing  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  which  was  concurred 
in  by  the  Senate. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr.  ATCHISON  submitted  the-followiogreso- 
lution;  which,  under  the  rule,  lies  one  day  on  the 
table: 

Resotced^  That  the  President  be  requested  to  cause  Ihe 
Coincniftfioncr  of  the  Genemi  Land  Office  to  inform  the 
Scniilc  u'tint  ri'gisrern  and  receivt'O!  of  tlie  land  oflice  liavc 
exacted  feei*  not  allowed  by  law ;  aUo,  the  names  of  such 
registers  and  rcreiven*,  toscUier  with  the  ami>unt  of  f*>es 
so 'exacted,  a.<  far  a-«  ihe  same  has  I>oen  ai^cfrtained  by  the 
Cnuroissioner ;  and  whether  >-nch  fees,  so  illegally  exaeted, 
have  been  rvfundvd,  or  orden^  by  the  Commissioner  to  b<e 
refunded. 

Mr.  BREESE  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  was  agreed  to: 

Retoteed,  That  the  Conimitiec  on  the  Post  Offlce  and 
Po*t  Koads  be  direct'»d  to  Inqnire  into  the  expediency  of 
establisliihs  n  mail  rOHte  from  PnleHttne.  in  Crawford  coun- 
ty, to  hivinC'lon.  the  enunly  seat  nf  Ellincliain  roumv,  by 
BobiiiF-on,  tht;  couoly  seat  of  Crawford  county,  and  New- 
tcni,  the  county  seal  of  Jasper  county,  in  the  Stale  of  Illi- 
nois. 

CHEROKEE  INDIANS. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr. 
J.(RNAr.iN,  yesU'rdny,  came  up  for  considcratirn, 
nnd,itfier  n  few  explonatory  remarks  by  that  gen- 
tleman,, was  agreed  to,  as  follows: 

il«ofrf-l,  1*lKit  Uio  Secretary  of  War  lie,  and  is  hereby, 
directed  to  report  to  llie  Senate,  if  lltcrc  b*"  any  Indians  of 
the  Cherokee  irilie  remaining  east  of  the  Mississippi  river, 
niid  if  so.  why  Ihny  were  not  removed  Willi  llmt  Irilw  in 
IBCfT  and  f&iS-  That  he  stale  wliether  or  not  the  Ctierotees 
now  in  llli*  ^latenf  North  f>.-troliiia,  were  allowed  the  rights 
of  ciliien-hip  nniler  ihe  Cherokee  treaty  of  18a5-36.  and  If 
the  Stale  of  Nortli  Carolina  did  not,  byan  act  of  her  Le|;is-  * 
Inmre,  reensnixe  said  1  ndians  as  a  part  of  the  popalatinn  of 
North  Carohlia ;  and  whether  this  was  not  the  reason  sai«l 
Indians  wirre  not  removed  we«t.  That  he  state  whether 
any  (M^rson  hn.-«  lieen  nppoinied  by  the  United  Suites  or  any 
officer  thereof,  as  enrolling;  nfent  for  said  Clierokecs,  when 
appointed,  the  dniies  assism^d,  and  compensiuion  allowed. 
flow  many  persuiis,  and  who,  have  been  enitaced  since  tlie 
eoiumenci-nu-nt  of  ihe  year  !?11,  in  and  aliuitt  the  propor- 
tion, for  Ihe  entt^ration  of  said  Indt-uM.  by  what  niiihority 
encaffed,  and  the  amount  nf  money  piiid  out  hy  the  United 
Suites,  and  to  whom  paid,  since  the  date  aforesaid,  in  sub- 
sistins  said  Indians,  and  in  all  oUlcr  matters  pertaining  to 
their  einisraiioMtSO  as  to  show  tlie  whole  uaiouiit  expended 
alwut  said  Indians  since  1841. 

SPECIMENS  OF  NATURAL  HISTORY. 

The  resolution  from  the  House,  instructing  tlie 
Library  Committee  to  consider  the  expediency  of 
adopting  some  system  for  the  distribution  of 
duplicate  specimens  of  natural  history,  belonging 
to  the  Government  of  the  United  Stales, was  taken 
up,  read  twice,  and  a  motion  made  to  refer,  it  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Library. 

After  a  few  remarks  by  \lr.  TAPPAN,  inti- 
mating that  it  might  not  be  expected  that  that 
committee  uiould  sanction  any  distribution  until 
after  the  classificationof  the  specimens  of  natural 
history  belonging  to  the  Government  was  com- 
pleted, and  the  work  in  connection  therewith,  in 
course  of  preparation  was  published,  the  resolu- 
tion was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Li- 
brary. 

COMPROMISE  ACT. 

The  CH  A I  R'announced  the  special  order,  being 
the  consideration  of  the  resolution  reported  from 
the  Finance  Committee,  for  the  indefinite  Pp»\.-  , 
poncment  of  ihe  bill  introduced  by  Mr.  McDt;r- 
FiE,  for  reducing  the  rnte8^)f  duty  under  the  pres- 
ent tariff  to  ihe  standard  of  the  compromise  act. 

Mr.  EVANS,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor, 
was  understood  to  express  a  wish  that  the  sub- 
ject should  be  postponed  till  Monday  next. 

Mr.  ARCHER,  in  view  of  the  remarks  made 
by  the  Senator  from  Maine,  moved  that  the  Sen- 
ate proceed  to  the  consideration  of  executive  busi- 
ness, i 

Mr.  McDUFPIE  hsd  no  objection  to  the  post- 
ponement desired;  but  suggested  the  propriety  of 
placing  the  question  in  such  a  form  before  it  was 
postponed  as  to  enable  Senators — such  as  desired 
It — to  discuss  the  whole  meriu  of  the  tariff,  in- 
stead of  restricting  the  debate  to  the  preliminary 
question  of  senatorial  jurisdiction  over  revenue 
bills.  He  was  prepared  so  to  modify  hi*  bill  aa 
-to  make  the  debate  legitimately  in  order. 
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Mr.  ARCHER  iiitiinated  a  desire,  as  also  did 
Mr.  MOREHEAD,  to  have  the  debate  reopened 
upoii  the  merits  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  l^VANS  8U!;£ested  the  impossibility  of 
any  modification  of  the  (juestion,  so  as  to  bring 
.the  merits  of  the  tariff  legitimately  in  order  before 
the  Senate. 

After  a  few  further  remarks  by  Messrs.  ARCH- 
ER, EVANS,  and  HUNTINGTON, 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  was  understood  lo  say  that, 
if  the  debate  on  the  meritsof  thetarilT  waanot  to 
be  fully  opened,  but  was  to  be  restricted  to  the 
ryoinder  by  Mr.  Evaks,  he  should  resist  every 
effort  to  (top  the  debate.  If  the  debate  was  to  stop 
on  one  side,  it  should  also  stop  immediately  on 
the  other. 

The  subject  was  then  postponed  till  Monday 
next. 

EXECUTIVE  SESSION. 

The  Senate  then  agreed  to  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Archer,  and  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
executive  business;  and,  after  some. lime  spent 
therein,  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
TuDRSDAT,  February  I,  134'!. 

The  Journal  having  been  read. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  the  first  business 
in  order  to  be  the  report  of  the  select  committee 
nii  the  rules,  on  which  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  McCacslen]  had  the  floor. 

Mr.  PATTERSON  asked  the  House  to  take 
up  the  resolution,  submitted  by  him  'Snmo  days 
since,  calling  upon  the  Post  Otflce  Department 
for  certain  information,  in  order  that  he  might 
amend  it. 

The  SPEAKER  decided  the  motion  to  be  out 
of  order. 

Mr.  McCAUSLEN,  after  a  few  remarks  not 
heard,  said  it  appeared  to  him  that  on  this  ques- 
tion gentlemen  in  the  Opposition  had  entirely  mis- 
taken the  character  of  this  Government  and  the 
powers  of  this  House.  They  seemed  to  imagine 
that  this  House  was  a  great  central  power,  over- 
shadowing all  other  departments  of  the  Govern- 
inent,Bnd  centering  in  itself  all  the  powers  granted 
by  the  Constitution.  He  bad  been  so  fortunate 
—OT,  as  some  gentlemen  may  perhaps  say,  so 
unfortunate — as  to  have  been  taught  in  a  different 
school.  Where  was  the  great  central  power  of 
this  Gh>vernment.'  Was  it  here,  in  the  repfesent- 
ative  branch  of  the  national  Legislature.'  No;  it 
was  in  the  people,  where  the  power  to  wield  the 
destinies  of  this  Republic  was  centered;  and  Con- 
eress  only  derived  its  power  in  the  second  degree 
from  the  people.  If  he  understood  the  nature 
of  this  Government,  Congress  was  organized  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  powers  granted 
by  the  States,  or  the  people  of  the  Stales,  in  a 
State  capacity,  and  for  the  purpose  of  doing  and 
performing  certain  things  for  the  people  or  for 
the  States.  Then  there  was  no  limit  to  the  power 
of  Congress!  Yes,  there  was.  It  was  confined 
within  limits  and  bounds,  beyond  which  it  could 
not  pass.  He  would  premise  that  he  was  occu- 
pying a  position  on  this  question  somewhat  dif- 
ferent from  that  of  other  gentlemen  on  both  sides; 
and  he  acknowledged  that  he  had  not  found  that 
difficulty,  where  constitutional  scruples  are  in- 
Tulved,  that  had  been  encountered  by  other  gen- 
tlemen. He  viewed  the  question  clearly  as  one 
of  expediency,  and  not  of^conslitutional  law,  but 
one  involving  the  best  interests  of  the  country. 

It  bad  been  said  that,  by  refusing  to  receive 
petitions  of  a  certain  character,  the  House  denied 
the  right  of  petition.  This  was  a  very  plausible 
argument,  he  admitted,  and  was  calculated  to 
make  a  deep  impression  on  party  politics;  but 
when  he  came  to  examine  that  question  a  little 
closer,  it  appeared  to  stand  out  in  a  difTerent  point 
of  view.  Now,  what  was  the  object  of  the  dis- 
coasion  on  the  passugeof  this  rule.'  It  was  barely 
to  decide  the  question  of  reception;  and  the  adop- 
tion of  the  ruledecidedit.  It  was  acting  prospect- 
ively on  petitions  of  a  certain  character;  and  it 
was  no  less  the  action  of  the  House  because  it 
was  prospective.  But  this  left  the  question  open 
for  designing  men  to  mount  it  as  a  hobby,  and 
ride  it  for  their  own  selfish  purposes;  and  though 
he  voted  for  the  rule,  more  because  he  was  op- 
poaed  to  agitating  the  question  than  for  any  other 
reason,  not  finding  any  coostitutionol  difficulties 


in  the  way, yet  he  was  willing  to  see  it  repeated; '! 
because,  instead  of  preventing  agitation,  as  it  was  ' 
supposed  it  would,  furnished  additional  food  i 
fur  It.  He.had  remarked  that  some  gentlemen,  I 
in  discussing  this  question,  seemed  to  mistake  the  ! 
nature  of  this  Government;and,  in  order  to  show 
to  them  distinctly  in  what  their  mistake  consist- 
ed, he  would  barely  refer  the  House  to  a  remark 
of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Htto- 
SON.]  That  gentleman  had  declared  that  Con- 
gress had  the  right  of  exclusive  jurisdiction  over 
this  District.  This  he  denied.  Con°;ress  had  the 
exclusive  power  of  legislation  over  tlie  District — 
the  power  to  make  laws  for  it;  but  there  were 
other  Departments  which  had  coordinate  juris- 
diction with  it.  What  was  it  that  Congress  had 
nofthe  right  to  do  f  Why,  it  had  not  the  right 
to  prevent  the  people  of  this  District  from  peti- 
tioning Congress.  And  what  else  had  it  no  right 
to  do?  Why,  Congress  could  not  abridge  the 
freedom  of  speech  or  of  the  press.  Was  there 
anything  else  Congress  had  no  right  to  do?  Yes, 
there  was.  It  had  no  right  lo  deprive  a  man  of 
his  property  in  this  District.  Gentlemen  seem  to 
have  forgotten  that  there  were  conditions  which 
limited  the  powerof  Congress  in  this  matter.  He 
would  refer  gentlemen  to  the  clause  of  the  Con- 
stitution which  appeared  to  him  to  cover  the  en- 
tire ground.  The  Constitution  provided  that  no 
person  *'  shall  be  deprived  of  life,  Uberty,  or  propi 
crty,  without  due  process  of  Uw;  nor  shall  pri- 
vate properly  be  taken  for  public  use  without  just 
compensation." 

Now,  how  could  the  people  of  this  District  be 
deprived  of  their  property  ?  ^y  the  act  of  Con- 
gress.' No;  that  question  was  to  be  settled  by 
another  branch  of  the  Government  now  sitting  in 
the  Capitol — the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States;  and  by  due  process  of  law.  Congress  had 
no  right  to  enter  upon  and  discharge  the  duties 
of  another  department  of  the  Government;  and 
when  gentlemen  said  that  they  had  the  right  to 
deprive  the  citizens  of  this  District  of  their  prop- 
e'rty,  why,  they  usurped  functions  that  did  not 
belong  to  them,  and  established  a  perfect  despot- 
ism. Genilemen  seemed  to  forget  that  there  are 
other  departments  in  ihe  Government  which  are 
sustained  by,  and  dependent  on,  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States.  What  a  spectacle  would 
Congress  present  to  the  world,  if  thf^y  attempted 
.to  arrogate  to  themselves  all  the  powers  of  all  the 
departments  of  the*Governmcnt!  Why,  they 
would  not  only  make  themselves  ridiculous  in  the 
eyesof  theirconstituents,  butof  the  whole  world. 

But  let  us  examine  for  a  moment  what  kind  of 
a  thing  this  abolition  hobby  is — for  he  considered 
it  one  of  the  veriest  hobby  horses  that  ever  was 
ridden  by  a  political  demagogue.  What  wim  it  ? 
Why,  it  presented  itself  in  difTerent  portions  of 
the  Union,  under  various  forms  and  various  dis- 
guises. Sometimes  it  had  been  riddan  double; 
and  under  the  passage  of  the  3Ist  rule,  it  had 
kicked  up;  and  now  what  was  called  the  liberty 
party  had  set  up  for  themselves,  and  that  wtw 
become  a  great  question.  He  had  proof — and 
proof  that  gentlemen  must  acknowledge  to  be 
correct — toshowthat  this  liberty  party  was  gotten 
up  for  political  purposes. 

Mr.  M.  here  read  the  following  extract  from 
the  Baltimore  Sun: 

"CoMPLiMKNTjbitY. — Mr.  Lloyd  Garrison,  in  the  last 
Liberator,  says :  '  IVf orally  spealcinp,  I  am  more  and  more 
convinced  by  inquiry  and  conversation,  that  the  liberty 
party,  as  such,  in  Nrw  England,  is  utterly  unprincipled, 
and  the  most  insidious,  and  llkerclore  ttie  most  dangerous 
foe  with  wiiicb  genuine  auti-slavery  bos  to  contend.' " 

He  then  proceeded  to  reply  to  the  position  taken 
by  other  gentlemen  on  this  subject,  mor«  espe- 
cially on  that  part  of  the  subject  which  embraces 
the  right  of  petition;  and  contended  that  it  would 
be  the  least  evil  to  receive  and  refer  and  report 
upon  these  petitions.  They  were  told  that,  if  this 
course  were  adopted,  they  should  be  flooded  with 
these  petitions;  but  he  could  not  conceive  that  the 
stale  of  things  could  be  much  worse  than  it  was 
at  present.  There  was,  he  knew,  a  committee  in 
one  part  of  this  country  engaged  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  petitions  that  would  evade  the  rule;  and 
hence  it  was  better  to  meet  the  subject  fairly;  for 
so  long  08  they  attempted  to  smother  the  ques- 
tion, political  demagogues  would  take  advantage 
of  the  circumstances.  He  glanced  at  the  course 
pursued  by  England  on  this  subject — a  nation  pos- 
sessing great  regard  for  liberty  while  she  enslaved 


her  own  white  population.  The  fact  he  appre- 
hended to  be,  that  England  deemed  the  question 
of  slavery  to  be  the  one  by  which  she  could  the 
more  easily  assail  the  principles  of  our  Govern- 
ment. It  was  not  simply  a  question  of  philan- 
thropy with  that  nation;  for,  if  it  were,  she  had 
objects  enough  on  whom  it  could  be  exercised  in 
her  people,  who  had ,  unfortunately,  less  comforts 
than  the  slaves  of  the  South.  He  spoke  of  the 
Government  of  England  lu  tyrannical  and  oppres- 
sive to  her  own  people;  and  he  intimated  that, 
amongst  the  opposition  in  this  House,  there  was 
a  coincidence  of  public  policy  which  was  not  a 
little  remarkable — a  policy  which  would  oppress 
the  people  with  high  protective  tarilTs,  national 
banks, and  other  systems  which  amounted  to  claaa 
legislation. 

He  pursued  this  subject  until  be  was  cut  short 
by  the  expiration  of  his  hour. 

Messrs.  GIDDINGS,  and  SEYMOUR  of  Con- 
necticut simultaneously  rose;  and,  after  some  con- 
versation  as  to  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  the 
Speaker  assigned  it  to 

Mr.  GIDDINGS,  who  proceeded  to  observe  * 
that  he  bad  scarcely  expected  an  Opportunity  to 
address  the  House  again  upon  this  question,  in- 
asmuch as  he  had  made  some  ineffectual  attempts 
to  get  the  floor;  but,  having  at  length  succeeded, 
he  would  now  commence  the  course  of  remarks 
which  he  proposed  to  submit  to  the  House;  and, 
in  doing  so,  he  would  first  take  leave  to  express 
the  gratification  he  felt  at  the  manner  in  which 
the  discussion  of  this  important  question  had 
been  conducted ;  for  he  considered  it  an  important 
question  as  it  regarded  the  future  destinies  of  this 
country;  at  the  cool  and  deliberate  and  dispas- 
sionate manner  in  which  gentlemen  from  the  vari- 
ous sections  of  the  country  had  seen  fit  to  meet 
as  friends,  and  compare  their  ideas  upon  this  sub- 
ject, which  had  been  so  frequently  called  an  in- 
cendiary and  exciting  subject,  and  one  which 
ought  not  to  be  discusseiT.  It  gave  him  great 
gratification,  for  it  showed  him  that  they  were 
approaching  a  very  different  state  of  things;  that 
the  time  had  arrived  when  they  could  meet  in 
that  Hall  as  statesmen,  worthy  of  the  name,  and 
in  a  spirit  of  confidence  and  generosity  of  feel- 
ing, compare  their  sentiments,  and  come  to  a 
mutual  understanding.  He  hailed  the  present 
appearances  as  the  harbinger  of  better  times;  and 
he  believed  the  country  would  rejoice  at  the  in- 
dications which  had  been  manifested  here. 

As  far  as  he  was  individually  concerned,  he 
was  not  ignorant  of  the  feeling  which  existed  in 
regard  to  himself  personally;  but  he  intended 
that  if  gentlemen  carried  beyond  that  Hall  a  feel- 
ing of  ill  will  or  hostility  towards  hiro,  it>should 
not  be  attributed  to  any  want  of  courteay  or  dis- 
position on  his  part  to  wound  the  feelings  of  any 
gentleman;  and  if  the  course  of  remark  which 
he  felt  compelled  to  follow  upon  this  question 
gave  offense 

The  SPEAKER  announced  the  expiration  of 
the  morning  hour;  and 

Mr.  McKAY  then  called  for  the  orders  of  the 
day. 

TRANSFER  OF  NAVAL  APPROPRIATIONS. 

After  some  conversation  as  to  the  precise  ques- 
tion pending,  it  was  determined  by  the  Speaker 
to  be  upon  an  amendment  proposed  by  lur.  M. 
Brown,  to  add  the  following: 

Nor  shall  such  transfer  be  made  fmm  any  bead  of  appro- 
priation which  may  require  anottier  appropriation  at  any 
future  Ume  to  supply  Uic  deficiency  occasioned  by  tucA 
trausfer. 

Mr.  M.  BROWN  said  he  had  no  desire  that 
the  question  should  be  taken  in  any  form  which 
would  avoid  a  direct  vote  upon  the  question  of 
authorizing  these  transfers.  The  operation  of  Ihe 
bill,  if  he  correctly  understood  it,  would  be  to  take 
from  a  fund  which  might  be  supplied  by  another 
appropriation;  in  fact  it  was  in  reality  a  bill  fur 
the  purpose  of  increasing  appropriations  for  the 

firesent  fiscal  year.    And  it  was  because  he  be- 
ieved  such  would  be  the  eifect  of  the  bill,  that  he  ' 
had  proposed  the  amendment. 

Mr.  PARMENTER  remarked  that  there  was 
a  provision  in  the  bill  which  would  accomplish 
the  very  purpose  which  the  gentleman  designed 
to  effect  by  his  amendment.  The  bill  itself  pro- 
vided that  no  transfer  should  be  made  from  any 
fund  of  which  the  unexpended  balance  would  be 
required  within  the  fiscal  year.    The  object  of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


224 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


the  gentleman  was  a  proper  one;  but  tlie  amend- 
ment was  liable,  from  the  broad  terms  in  which 
it  waa  couched,  to  be  misunderstood.  He  could 
inrorm  the  gentleman  that  it  would  not  be  neces- 
sary to  make  any  appropriations  to  supply  a  de- 
ficiency occasioned  by  a  transfer  during  the  fiscal 
year. 

Mr.  BARNARD  made  a  Tew  remarks  in  sup- 
port of  the  amendment, 

.The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  taken;  and  result- 
ed— yeas  105,  nays  58;  as  follows: 

Y£AS— Messrs.  Adamn,  Atkinsnn,  Barrinser,  Barnard, 
Bcldtir,  neiiton,  Bidl-ick,  Uoyd,  Jacob  BrinkerliofT,  Anroii 
V.  Druwn,  Miltim  Umwn,  Burke,  Burt,  Campbell,  Cary, 
Carroll,'  Ri-ubeu  Chapman,  Auguittus  A.  Clinpinan,  Cling- 
luaii.Cobb,  Coles,  Collaiiiur,  CmitHton,Culloin,  Dana,G:ir- 
retl  Unviri,  John  W.  David,  Ueberry,  Deljet,  Diekey,  Uick- 
InAoft,  Uitliiishain,  Dronifoole,  Duncan,  Ficklin,  Fiyli,  Flor- 
ence, Fool,  French,  Frick,  Giildincx,  Willis  Green,  Grider, 
llale.  Hamilton,  Harper,  Ilenlcy, Hnpkinn,  Houston,  Hud- 
son, Hughes,  Hungerlurd,  Washington  Hunt,  James  O. 
Hunt,  JainCMJO,  Jenks,  t^ave  Johnson.  Perley  B.  Johnson, 
Andrew  Jtihnimn,  George  VV.  Jones,  Daniel  P.  King.  La- 
branche.  Lewis,  Lucas,  l.uuipkin,  McClelland,  Mcf^ler- 
liand,  McConnell,  Mcllvaine,  Morse,  Moseley,  Nes,  New- 
ton. Payne,  Ramsey,  Rathburn,  Itayiier,  Charles  M.  Reed, 
%Jlavid  £$.  Reid,  Rhctt,  Rider,  Robinson,  Rogers,  Schenck, 
Benter,  Severance,  Altiert  Smith,  John  T.  Smith,  Caleb  U. 
Smith,  Itobert  Smith,  Hteenrod,  Stephens,  Stiles,  Slinie, 
Summers,  Thomtinson,  Tlionip^on,  Tilden,  Tyler,  Vannie- 
ter,  Vinton,  Whcaton.  White,  and  Joseph  A.  Wright— 1U5. 

NAYS— Mesjfrs.  Ashe,  Beardsley,  Ulackwell,  BiMsicr, 
Brodhead,  William  J.  Urr>wn,  Cnmiibell,  Catlin,  Chilton, 
Richard  O.  Davis,  Dean,  Dunlair,  Ellis,  Elmer,  Fnrlee,  Fos- 
ter, (*iliMOr,  Grinnell,  Hamlin,  Herrick,  Hubbell,CrmrleK  J. 
IngersoU,  Joseph  R.  Inscrsoll.Preston  King,  Leonard,  Mc- 
(^auslcn,  McDowell,  McKay,  Marsh,  Mathews,  Kdward  J. 
Morris,  Murphy,  dweii,  Parint-nier,  Patterson.  Elisha  11. 
Potter,  Pratt,  Purdy,  Rell'e,  Russell,  Saunders,  Thomas  H. 
Seymour,  David  L.  Seymour,  Simpson,  Slidell,  Stetson 
John  Stewart,  Strong,  Sykcs,  Taylor,  Tibbatls,  Weller, 
Williams,  Wilkins,  Winthrop,  Wise,  and  Vost— 58. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
to  be  read  a  third  time  now;  and  it  was  read  ac- 
cordingly. 

Oil  the  question  of  its  passage,  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  taken,  and  resulted — yeas  101,  nays 
68;  as  follows: 

VEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Anderson,  Asiie,  Atkinson,  Bar- 
ringtT,  Beardsley,  James  A.  Black,  Edwanl  J.  Black,  Uos- 
Fier,  Bower,  Bowlin,  Brodliead,  Millon  Uroj^n,  Wiltinin  J. 
Brown,  Bufflnglon,  Buru  Caldwell,  Campbell,  Cary,  Car- 
roll, Catlin,  L'hnppell,  Chilinn,  <*linzinah,  t'oles,  (^ollnmer, 
Garrett  Duvis,  Richard  D.  Utivht,  I>e;ui,  Dillinshnnt,  Drom- 
goole,  Duncan,  Dunlap,  Ellis,  ISIiner,  Farlce,  Foster.  Frick, 
Gilmer,  Byrain  Greeii.  Grinoell,  Hale,  Herrick,  Holmes, 
Hopkins,  iltibard,  Hubbell,  Hughes,  Charles  J.  Ingersoll, 
Joseph  R-  Intiersoll,  lrvi,i,  Jameson,  Daniel  P.  King,  Pres- 
ton King,  Kirkpalrick,  Labratiehe,  Leonard,  McCauslen, 
McDowell,  .Mcllvaine,  McKay,  Marsh,  Edward  J.  Morris, 
Murphy,  Ncs,  Owen,  Parmenter,  El'sha  U.  Potter,  Emery 
U.  Potter,  Pratt,  Purdy,  Relfe,  Rlieit,  Ritler,  Robinson,  Itiis- 
sell.  Sample,  SHUiid(;rs,  Thomas  II.  Seymour,  David  L. 
Seymour,  Simons,  Simpson.  Steenrod,  Stetson,  John  Stew- 
art, Stone,  Stmiif,  Svkes,  Tavtor,Tllomas«on,  Thompson, 
1'ibbatts,  Wt!ller,  Whealon.'  tVliite,  Williams.  Wilkins, 
Winthrop,  Wise,  William  Weight,  and  Vosi— 1<  1. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Barnard.  Ilelser,  Benton,  Ulackwell, 
Boyd,  Jacob  Brinkerhoir,  Milton  Drown,  Burke,  Reuben 
Chapman.  Augustus  A.  Chapman,  Cranst(m,Cullnm.  Dana, 
John  W.  Davis,  Deberry,  Dellet,  Dickey,  Donglus.  Frcklin, 
Fish,  Florence.  Foot,  French,  Giililiiiss.  Grider,  Hamlin, 
Haralson,  Hardin,  Harper,  lloitstoii,  Hudson,  Hungerrord, 
Washington  Hunt,  Jnmin  B.  Hunt,  Jeiiks,  Cave  Johnson, 
Perley  B.  Johnson,  Andrew  Jolins«m,  Ge<ifee  W.  Jones, 
Lewis,  Lucas,  Lumpkin,  MeClelland,  Mct'muiell.  Mii- 
thews.  Moseley.  Newton,  Nnrris,  Patterson.  Pavne,  Ram- 
sey, Kalhbun,  Bavn'T,  Charles  ,\t.  Reed,  David  S.  Reid, 
Schenck,  SenKT,  Severance,  .Slidell,  .\lbcrt  Smith,  t-aleb 
B.  Smith,  Robert  Smith,  Stephens,  Summers,  Tyler,  Van- 
meter,  Viutnn,  and  Joseph  A.  Wright— 68. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

Mr.  BELSER  desired  permission  tn  inquire  of 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Elections  when 
it  was  intended  to  move  to  take  up  the  report 
made  by  that  enmmiitee  on  the  subject  of  the  re- 
turn of  members  elected  by  general  ticket  for  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  ELMER  rose  to  reply,  but  was  prevented 
by 

Mr.  HUGHES,  who  moved  that  the  House 
resolve  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
U|i  the  resolution  reported  from  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  AITnirs  respecting  Oregon. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  moved  a  reconsidera- 
tion of  the  vote  which  had  just  been  taken  upon 
the  passage  of  the  naval  appropriation  transfer 
bill,  and  demanded  the  previous'queslion. 

The  demand  for  the  previous  question  not  be- 
ing secnndeil,  ilic  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  OWEN  desin  il  the  postponement  of  all 
other  business,  in  order  to  go  into  cninmilice  in 
pursuance  of  the  motion  of  the  gentieinan  from 
Missouri. 


February  1. 


Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  said  he  had  no  objection  il 
that  all  other  bills  should  be  postponed  except  the  ; ' 
first  upon  the  order  of  the  day,  which  was  that  i| 
in  relation  to  the  Wyandott  Indians.  1' 

The  question  being  upon  the  engrossment  and  ' 
third  reading  of  the  bill.ii  was  taken, and  decided  i 
in  the  affirmative.  I' 

The  question  upon  the  pitssage  of  the  bill  was 
then  put,  and  decided  affirmatively. 

Mr.  CARY,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
George  W.  Allen  and  Reuben  Allen;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  HUGHES  renewed  his  motion  to  go  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole;  which  motion  prevailed, 
and  the  House  resolved- itself  into  committee, 
(Mr.  Campbell  in  the  chair.) 

Mr.  HUGHES  then  moved  to  take  up  the  res- 
olution relative  to  Oregon;  and  upon  this  motion 
a  division  was  called  for;  and  the  vote  being  taken 
by  telIers,(Messrs.CLiNGMAKand  McClernand,) 
resulted  thus — 59  in  the  affirmative,  and  60  in  the 
negative. 

So  the  committee  refused  to  consider  the  reso- 
lution. 

INDIAN  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  McKAY  moved  to  take  up  House  bill 
(No.  39)  making  appropriations  for  the  Indian 
department;  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  having  been  rend, 
.  Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  said  he  had  an  amendment 
which  he  had  l>een  instructed  by  the  Committee 
on  Indian  AfTairs  to  offer. 

The  CHAIRMAN  said  th'at  the  rule  required 
the  bill  to  be  acted  on  by  clauses,  and  the  gentle- 
man must  reserve  his  amendment  until  the  clause 
it  applied  to  was  reached. 

After  some  conversation  between  Messrs.  C. 
JOHNSON,  DROMGOOLE,  and  DICKEY, 

The  Clerk  proceeded  with  reading  the  bill  by 
clauses,  till  he  came  to  the  following  clause: 

For  the  necessary  buildings  required  at  the  several  ngen-' 
cies,  and  repairs  IherROf  auUiorized  by  tbe  act  of  June  18, 
I8J4,  $i,im. 

Mr.  McKAY  moved  to  strike  out  this  item. 
Since  the  bill  was  reported,  he  had  learned  from 
the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  that  there 
would  be  an  unexpended  balance  of  a  former  ap- 
propriation on  his  hands  sufficient  for  the  objects 
in  that  item  of  the  appropriations  to  last  during 
the  present  fiscal  year. 

The  motion  wtts  agreed  to,  and  the  clause  was 
stricken  out. 

The  Clerk  continued  reading  till  be  came  to  the 
following  clause:  ' 

For  permanent  annuity  stipulated  in  the  fhirth  article 
of  the  treaty  of  August?,  1791. 

Mr.  GlDDINGSsaid  he  should  like  to  inquire 
of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  what  was  the  consideration  which  the 
Government  received  for  the  permanent  annuity 
which  WM  proposed  to  be  given  in  this  article? 

Mr.  McKAY  replied  that  it  was  impossible  for 
him  to  say  itt  this  moment  what  induced  the  stip- 
ulation in  this  or  any  other  treaty  the  Government 
had  entered  into.  All  be  could  now  say  was  that 
he  and  two  other  members  of  the  coinmitte  care- 
fully compared  the  items  in  this  bill,  with  the 
treaty  stipulations  on  which  they  were  baset^ 
and  fount]  them  to  be  correct.  The  treaty  was 
made  by  the  Executive,  with  the  advice  and  eon- 
sent  of  the  Senate,  and  was  the  law  of  the  land; 
and  the  faith  of  the  Government  was  pledged  to 
fulfill  it.  The  gentleman  could  refer  to  the  treaty  |i 
and  ascertain  this  mailer  for  himself.  I 

Mr.  GIDDING3  said  he  would  ask  the  gentle-  || 
man  if  the  condition  was  not  for  the  return  of  ne-  > 
groea,  and  for  which  they  were  now  making  this 
appropriation  of  money?  <| 

Mr.  McKAY  said  that  he  had  no  information 
on  this  subject  further  than  what  he  had  already  i 
given.    The  gentleman  was  much  more  deeply  ! 
interested  in  matters  of  this  sort  than  he  was;  i 
and  he  was  surprised  that  he  had  not  made  him-  '| 
self  acquainted  with  such  facts  as  were  necessary 
for  his  purpose.'  ,| 

Mr.  (jrl  DOINGS  then  moved  to  strike  out  the 
clause.  Ho  read  extracts  from  treaties  to  show 
that  this  item  was  stipulated  to  be  paid  to  the 
Creek  nation  for  the  return  of  negro  slaves. 
Having  made  his  explauaiiou,  he  withdrew  his  i 
motion.  I 


Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  said  that  the  gentleman  hnd 
not  stated  the  objects  of  the  treaty  correctly.  The 
sum  stipulated  was  to  pay  the  Indians  for  a  large 
tract  of  land  which  ihey  had  ceded  to  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  not  for  the  purpose  the  gentleman 
stated.  There  were  stipulations  that  the  Indiana 
should  pay  for  the  negroes  and  other  property 
they  had  stolen;  and  this  was  to  be  deductett 
from  the  price  of  the  land,  and  that  was  all. 

The  next  was  as  follows: 

For  permanent  annuity,  ■lipnlated  in  the  seeonil  articia 
of  the  treaty  of  16Ui  June,  1803,  $3,000. 

Mr.  GI  DOINGS  made  a  like  motion  and  speech 
on  this  item. 

Mr.  PAYNE  denied  that  this  sum  was  paid 
for  slaves,  and  said  it  was  for  the  land  which  they 
ceded  to  the  General  Government.  The  object  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  was  quite  as  fair  in  this 
as  it  was  in  reading  a  letter  of  Cassius  M.  Clay 
to  his  constituents,  in  a  way  to  induce  them  to 
believe  that  it  was  written  by  Henry  Clay. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  wished  the  House  and  the 
country  to  understand,  that  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  had  made  a  motion  to  strike  oat  an  item  of 
this  bill,  which  was,  in  effect,  a  motion  to  violate 
the  pubncfuith;  and  on  this  he  had  hung  a  speech 
for  political  effect.  If  the  gentleman  was  not  in 
earnest,  (as  he  had  a  right  to  presume  he  was  not, 
by  withdrawing  the  first  motion,)  his  object  waa 
to  trifle  with  the  House  by  making  a  speech  for 
political  efTeot.  One  or  the  other  of  these  objects 
the  gentleman  had  in  view,  and  he  wished  the 
country  to  understand  it.  It  was  either  to  violate 
a  treaty  stipulation,  and  break  the  pledged  faith 
of  the  nation;  or  else  to  get  in  a  speech  for  polit- 
ical effect,  baaed  on  a  fictitious  motion. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  said  that  he  was  here  aa  tbe 
Representative  of  freemen,  with  a  high  moral 
duty  to  perform,  and  was  not  to  be  deterred  from 
the  discharge  of  it  by  personal  assaults. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE.  Surely  I  made  no  pei> 
sonal  assault  on  the  gentleman.  I  said  nothing 
that  was  not  strictly  parliamentary. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  contended  tliathe  had  aright 
to  bring  this  matter  to  the  notice  of  the  country; 
and  he  wished  them  to  be  informed  that  one  of 
the  conditions  on  which  this  treaty  was  made  waa 
the  payment  for  captured  slaves.  He  had  no 
apology  to  make  to  the  member  from  Alabama; 
for  he  stood  fearless  in  the  discharge  of  bis  duty, 
and  was  not  to  be  intimidated  by  anything  (hat 
could  be  said  on  this  floor.  Having  attained  th'e 
object  he  had  in  view,  he  would  withdraw  bia 
motion. 

Mr.  PAYNE  replied  that  the  gentlemah  was 
mistaken  in  supposing  that  he  could  make  polit- 
ical capital  out  of  this  matter.  It  was  well  known 
that  the  appropriation  was  in  pursuance  of  tbe 
stipulations  of  a  treaty  that  had  been  in  existence 
for  years,  and  the  payments  annually  made;  and 
that  the  consideration  was  for  a  large  tract  of  ter- 
ritory ceded  by  the  Indians.  As  to  the  stipula- 
tion of  payment  for  slaves,  it  was  for  slavee  they 
had  stolen,  and  was  on  the  same  principle  that 

C revision  was  made  for  other  stolen  property  to 
e  deducted  out  of  tbe  money  to  be  paid  the  In- 
dians. As  to  the  gentleman  saying  thai  he  owed 
him  no  apology,  why,  he  would  scorn  to  accept 
one  from  him. 

The  CHAIRMAN  said  that  it  was  not  in  order 
to  make  personal  allusions. 

Mr.  PAYNE  would  refrain,  on  this  occasion, 
from  saying  what  his  feelings  would  induce  him 
to  ssy;  and  barely  add,  that  the  facts  being  now 
known,  the  gentleman  might  make  what  political 
capital  he  pleased  of  it: 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  was  proceeding  to  reply, 
when  he  was  called  to  order,  on  the  ground  that 
there  was  no  motion  before  the  committee. 

Mr.  HARALSON  observed  that  he  would  pro- 
pose to  the  House  to  allow  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  full  liberty  to  write  out  a  speech,  and  circu- 
late it  among  his  own  constituents,  and  make 
what  political  capital  he  pleased  of  it.  This  would 
be  a  great  saving  of  time  to  the  House;  and  ha 
therefore  moved  that  the  committee  rise. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  the  House  then 
adjourned. 

The  rollotvinc  peiitlons  presented  to-day ^cte  banded  to 
the  reporters  hy  the  inembers  presenting  them  : 

ByMr.  NORRIS:  The  memoiial  of  General  John  Mc- 
Neil, asking  for  arrears  of  peoaiaa  on  sccouat  of  wounds 
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receired  in  ihelKaUeurDrid(EPwater,Janu»ry5^,  1814; nml 
Ibr  it^«rie«  recfiVfd  iii  the  United  States  mtvioc  at  Ctii- 
cago,  ill  Dfceinbcr,  18313,  while  iu  cofflinatid  at  Uiat  pott. 

BvMr.  tnVI.V:  The  memorial  of  B.  Leas,  and  one liun- 
dred  otlieris  citiieii:i  of  lluntJN^clon  and  Bedford  cuuuties, 
pMi«iiylvani.i,  prayiiiK  for  tin;  et^abtitfhuient  ul'n  \mi  route 
rmoi  OrtibM>uia,  ill  Iluuuugdoa  county,  to  Fort  LytUciou, 
is  Dedfofd  co  iiny. 

By  Mr.  FICKMfi:  The  preamble  and  reaolmions  of  Ibe 
Legi5laiupa  4if  Utc  State  oi'  Iliiuoi^,  pniybig  a  srani  of  land 
oil  (he  (ine  of  the  Nonhrrn  Crnss  niilmud.  in  the  Sute  of 
lUinoM  ;  and  a  <>oinmuiiicatinii  from  J.  J.  Peddicord,  on  the 
Ktme  Mibject;  whtcU  were  referred  lo  rlie  Comuulleti  uii 
Public  LAndft. 

By  Mr.  A.  V.  BROWV :  The  petition  of  Mr.  Owen  Lloyd, 
of  Hardin  •ounty,  Teniie**ee,  praying  a  penMon  for  liia  rcv- 
otaiiunary  serviceM :  which  wa^  referred  to  the  Committee 
ou  Revolutionary  Pennioiu. 

By  Mr.  F ISH :  The  petition  of  A .  Hathaway,  for  the  re- 
demption of  a  Treasury  nntcallnged  to  have  been  canceled, 
bat  which  exhibits  no  mark  of  cancellation. 

By  Mr.  WILLIAMd:  The  putiiinu  of  Horatio  C.  Mer- 
riui  and  4icUer»,of  Maasachniti^tis,  in  relatlan  to  ihe  opera- 
tion of  tJie  tariS*  upon  ttm«;riculiure  of  the  country;  and 
fitf  the  apiirophatinu  of  ih«  8mitli«oiiiau  bequeat  Uk  tlie 
pufpoKs  of  ngricultural  edncatioi). 

By  Mr.  RATHBUN:  The  petition  of  Noyes  PalinT  and 
oiM  buodred  and  ninety  others,  citizens  of  Caynjja  county. 
New  Ymk,  prayinf  fitr  Che  rednciiim  of  the  present  mteM  uf 
postage,  aiid  for  tiie  aboltkluneni  of  liie  franking  privilege. 

By  Mr.  J.  ORINKERHOPP:  The  petition  of  In  Car- 
penter, praying  coiupen«ai.ioi)  for  IOi«ei«  of  property  during 
the  laiu  war;  which  wai  referred  to  Uie  Committee  of 
Claim*. 

AIm,  tlie  pelilion  of  citixcns  of  Oreenlteld,  Huron  connty, 
Ohio,  |Mmyi4ig  an  appropriation  fortbe  harbor  of  Sandusky; 
wUicb  won  referred  to  the  Curumittec  ou  Comiuerce. 

Alco,  the  petition  of  certain  citizens  of  Huron  county, 
praying  a  dinirihuiion  of  the  public  land^  to  niui-frifholder#; 
which  wan  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lundi. 

AiM,  a  petition  from  ciiixcu^  of  Huron  c<mnty,  Ohio. 
praying  an  appropriation  for  Uie  repair  and  iniprovitiuent  of 
Uuron  liarbor,  on  Lake  Erie;  wliicb  wa«  referred  to  the 
(^tuomittec  on  Cominercc. 

By  Mr.  TVLEft:  The  petition  of  Charles  Beg^,  Samuel 
Brown,  and  otlien*,  citizens  of  Ctiatauque  county,  New 
Ynrfc,  praying  for  an  appropriation  for  re|>airiug  Ibe  ptiblic 
works  at  Daukirk  harbor,  New  Vork. 

By  Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana:  The  petition  of  Jewe  L. 
bnvi*  and  twenty-nine  oUier^i,  citizens  of  Indiana,  asking 

■  |iost  mate  from  Wanbingioo  lo  Carlisle,  viaEdwardtfport 
and  Robbings  Prairie. 

Alao,  the  petitiou  of  John  R.  Stone  and  siity-fire  others, 
cilixena  of  Lawrence  county,  ludiaua,  asking  an  exteiutiou 
of  mail  mute  No.  3940. 

AIm),  the  petition  of  Robert  Hoggatt  and  eighty-one  others, 
dtixnu  of  Vigo  county,  Indiana,  tuking  n  donation  of  land 
to  improve  ilie  navigation  of  the  Wabash  river.  ^ 

By  Mr.  ATKINSON  :  Memorial  of  Miles  King  and  oth- 
cr«,  pmying  the  puymeniof  ceruiin  claims  that  have  accrued 
under  his  agency  ai*  Navy  acent  nt  Norfolk;  which  wan  re- 
ftrred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

By  Mr.  RAMSEY :  The  petiUon  of  Robert  Dickey,  of 
Hanisbwrg,  Pennsylvania,  heir  of  Lienienant  Wilham 
Dickey,  for  compensation  for  scrvifes  rendered  during  the 
tevolatinnary  war. 

Mr.  TB0MP30N  withdrew  from  the  file*  the  petition  of 
Ben)amia  Evans,  and  it  was  referred  to  tlie  Committee  on 
CooMiene. 

By  Mr.  DODGE:  The  reonlntion  of  tlte  Council  and 
Rouse  of  Representatives  of  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin, 
asking  CongrcM  for  an  appropriation  for  a  li«hi-house  at 
Baak  harbor,  on  the  western  shore  of  Lake  Michi^n,  In 
Slid  Territory ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Counerce. 

Abo,  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  requesting  the  passage  of  n  law 
establishing  e  post  route  from  Madifon,  in  the  connty  of 
Dane,  In  sa«]  Territory,  by  tlie  way  of  New  Prairie,  Colum- 

bns.  and  Denver  Danii  to  ,  in  the  t»mnty  of  Fond 

da  Lac;  also  the  establishing  a  pi>Ht  route  from  Fort  Win- 
nebafo,  county  of  Portage,  by  ifie  way  of  Green  Lake,  lo 
Pond  dn  Lac ;  whicii  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roods. 

AIra,  the  resolution  of  the  Hmuie  of  Repreeentatives,  uk- 
ing  the  MBsage  of  a  law  to  establish  a  post  route  from  Mad- 
won  lo  Port  Atkinson,  in  Jefferson  county,  to  connect  with 

■  post  mite  already  established,  from  the  last  named  place, 
▼w  WbicewaierandElkborn,  in  Walworth  county, to Gen- 
^M ;  wbieh  w:  ■  leferred  lo  the  Committee  on  the  Fuet 
OlDce  and  Pool  Roads. 

Also,  the  petition  of  the  cttizena  of  Engle  Prairie  and  Mil- 
waukee, Territory  of  Wisconsin,  ajiking  i1*e  establishment 
|<A  mail  route  from  Prairievillc,  North  Prairie,  Eosle  Prai 
ne,  Wiiit^  Wate^^ort  Atkinson,  and  SnelPs  Lake,  to 
NadiMD,  the  oeafOT  government  of  said  Territory ;  which 
was  referred  lo  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads. 

By  Mf.  TH0MP.«iON :  The  ^tiHJn  of  Chnries  Pendle- 
b>n»  rredenck  and  Joseph  W.  Pendleton,  and  oiliers,  pray- 
ing the  passage  of  a  taw  granting  ihem  a  preemption  right  to 

■  certain  parcel  of  land  therein  named. 

BvMr.  HUNT,  of  New  York:  The  petition  of  one  hun- 
jrediod  ten  cftzens  of  KnowlesvUle, N#w  York, for  an 
•«««oo  of  the  penoioo  law*. 
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IN  SENATE. 
Fbidat,  Febmary  3,  1844. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read. 
DEATH  OF  JUDGE  PORTER. 

Mr.  BARROW.  Mr.  President,  il  is  with  un- 
feigned sorrow  that  I  announce  to  the  Senate  an 
event  of  the  most  painful  character.  My  col< 
league  and  friend,  Hon.  Alexavdeu  Porter, 
departed  this  life  on  the  IStli  ultimo,  at  his  resi- 
dence in  Louisiana,  aged  fti'ty-eiglit  years. 

By  the  death  of  Senator  Porter,  Louisiana 
loses  one  of  lier  most  talented  and  honored  citi- 
zens, and  the  nation  is  deprived  of  the  valuable 
services  in  this  body  of  a  pure  patriot  and  an 
enlightened  statesman;  and  under  such  a  national 
calamity,  it  would  be  unmeet  for  me  to  speak  of 
the  personal  bereavement  1  have  sustained  by  the 
death  of  my  friend.  It  is  the  usage,  on  occasions 
like  this,  to  present  a  brief  sketch  of  the  life  and 
character  of  the  deceased;  and  I  should  most 
deeply  regret  my  limited  knowledge  of  Judge 
Porter's  parentage  and  early  life,  if  1  did  not 
know  that  history  takes  care  of  men  of  his  order 
of  genius  and  distinguished  public  character;  and 
that  she  looks  to  other  sources  for  information 
concerning  the  lives  of  Aer  ^reat  men,  than  to  the 
ephemeral  eulogies  of  partial  friends. 

Judge  Porter  was  born  in  the  landof  Curran, 
and  his  father  was  a  cotemporary  and  friend  of 
thalbrilliantoratorand  incorruptible  patriot.  The 
father  of  Judge  Porter  was  a  man  of  piety  and 
classical  education,  and  was  by  profession  a  mia- 
ister  of  the  Qrospel;  but  the  <ire  of  patriotism  and 
the  love  nfliberty  glowed  so  warmly  in  his  bosom, 
that  he  threw  aside  the  sacerdotal  robe,  and  put 
on  the  burnithed  armor  of  a  soldier,  resolved  to 
conquer  or  die  in  defense  of  his  country's  free- 
dom. History  informs  us  what  was  the  result 
of  the  patriotic  but  indiscreet  attempt  made,  in 
1798,  by  some  of  the  purest  and  most  gifted  sons 
of  Ireland,  to  emancipate  her  from  the  thraldom 
of  England.  And  from  the  pages  of  the  same 
history  we  learn  that  the  father  of  Judge  Porter 
fell  a  martyr  in  the  cause  of  freedom,  and  was 
executed  ns  a  rebel.  Judge  Porter  thus  became, 
in  early -life,  fatherless  and  without  a  home;  and 
He  was  forced  to  abandon  his  own,  his  native  land, 
and  seek  refuge  in  a  hind  of  strangers.  To  this 
country,  the  asylum  of  the  oppressed  of  all  na- 
tions. Judge  Porter,  in  comf)any  with  his  wid- 
owed mother  and  a  younger  brother,  emigrated, 
and  settled  in  Nashville,  Tennessee,  amengst 
whose  ever-generous  citizens  he  found  many 
ready  to  comfort  the  widow  and  protect  the  fath- 
erless. In  Nashville,  he  entered  a  mercantile 
house,  in  the  capacity  of  clerk;  and,  while  he  was 
engaged  in  that  vocation,  he  did  not  neglect  the 
cultivation  of  those  high  faculties  with  which  na- 
ture had  so  bountifully  endowed  him. 

In  a  few  years,  while  thus  laboring  for  bis  own 
and  a  widowed  mother's  support,  he  not  only  ex- 
tended the  sphere  of  his  general  knowledge,  but 
he  laid  the  broad  and  deep  foundation  of  that  le- 
gal learning  which  was  the  pride  and  ornament 
of  his  mature  age,  and  which  will  transmit  bis 
name  to  the  latest  posterity  as  one  of  the  bright- 
est judicial  Ugbts  of  this  age.  At  this  period  of 
his  life,  we  find  Judge  Porter  once  more  seeking 
a  new  home ;  and ,  about  the  year  1809,  he  removed 
from  Nashville  to  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  and 
settled  in  the  county  of  Atlakapasr  where  he 
lived  and  died,  loved  and  admired  for  his  many 
private  virtues,  and  honored  for  bis  talents  and 
public  services. 

The  first  high  station  of  trust  in  which  we  find 
him  placed  by  the  confidence  of  the  people  among 
whom  he  had  settled  is  in  the  convention  which 
assembled  in  1813,  to  form  a  constitution  for  the 
people  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans.  In  that  body, 
which  numbered  the  ablest  men  of  the  Territory, 
Judge  Porter  soon  acquired  a  reputation  for  in- 
tegrity, learning, and  statesmanship,  which  placed 
him  at  once  most  conspicuously  before  the  peo- 
ple; and  he  was,  not  long  after  that  period,  ele- 
vated to  the  supreme  court  bench  of  tue  State  of 


Louisiana,  which  station. be  occupied  for  about 
fifteen  years.  It-was  in  that  office  that  Judge 
Porter  rendered  services  to  the  people  of  Lou- 
isiana above  all  appreciation,  and  acquired  for 
himself  a  reputation  as  imperishable  as  the  civil 
law  itself;  and  as  that  system  of  jurisprudence 
has  survived  the  wreck  of  empires,  it  is  likely  to 
continue  as  long  as  civilization  finds  a  resting 
place  on  the  earth.  I  am  confident  that  the  dis- 
tinguished jurists  of  the  nation,  to  whom  Judge 
Porter's  judicial  character  must  be  well  known, 
will  not  consider  it  the  exaggerated  language  of 
eulogy  when  I  say  that  the  opinions  which  he  _ 
delivered  as  judge  of  the  supreme  court  of  Lou-  ' 
isiana  display  a  depth  of  learning,  a  power  of 
analysis,  a  force  of  reasoning,  and  a  comprehen- 
siveness and  accuracy  of  judgment,  whicli  justly 
entitle  him  to  a  niche  in  the  temple  of  fame  in 
juxtaposition  with  even  the  great,  the  pure,  the 
immortal  Marshall. 

The  health  of  Judge  Porter  at  last  sunk  under 
the  severe  and  incessant  labors  of  his  office,  and 
he  was  compelled  to  retire  from  that  bench  from 
which  he  had  for  so  many  years  dispensed  jus- 
tice with  the  inflexible  integrity  of  a  Hale,  the 
intrepidity  of  a  Holt,  and  the  legal  acumen  of  & 
Mansfield. 

He  was  not,  however,  long  permitted  to  enjoy 
the  ease  and  happiness  of  private  life;  but  was 
called  upon,  in  1833,  by  the  |)eople  of  his  State,  to 
serve  them  in  the  councils  or  the  nation;  and 
here,  in  this  Chamber,  he  acquired  new  laurels, 
and  added  new  luster  to  his  already  bright  fame, 
his  brilliant  wit,  his  infinite  humor,  his  general 
courtesy,  and  gentlemanly  bearing;  and  Iknow 
that,  with  me,  you  sincerely  lament  that  be  has 
been  stricken  down  by  the  cold  hand  of  death, 
at  \he  moment  he  was,  fur  a  second  time,  sum- 
moned by  the  State  of  Louisiana  to  take  his  seal 
on  this'door  as  one  of  the  representatives  of  her 
sovereisnty.  While  I  consider  that  the  nation 
has  sustained  a  grievous  loss  by  the  death  of 
Judge  Porter,  I  Kno^^S"  (he  loss  to  Louisiana 
is  irreparable.  This  vacant  seat  here  cannot  be 
filled  with  his  equal,  no  matter  who  may  become 
his  honored  successor. 

My  feelings,  Mr.  President,  admonish  me  to 
forbear  further  observations  on  this  sad  occasion; 
and  I  therefore  commit  to  history  the  character 
and  reputation  of  my  late  colleague;  and  as  a. 
slight  testimonial  of  the  high  respect  felt  by  this 
boily  for  his  memory,  1  submit  for  the  adoption 
of  the  Senate  the  following  resolutions: 

Raohti,  That  ihe-8en«te  haa  received  with  deepienst- 
bilily  the  iiirornmlion  of  Uie  de«th  of  llin  Hon.  Alexanoks 
Poster.  ■  Senninr  fmoi  the  t^late  uf  LuuiHiana ;  aud,  in 
lokeii  ofttieir  liisli  respect  for  the  memory  of  tile  deceased, 
tlie  members  ni'iiie  Sennte  will  wear  crape  on  the  left  arm, 
aii  raourniiiir,  fsr  thirty  days. 

Raolctd,  Thai,  ai  a  furiher  mark  of  r»prcl  Av  the  mem- 
ory <if  the  Hon.  Auuanosr  Porter,  the  ScDst*  do  now 
adjoeru. 

Mr.  BENTON.  I  rise,  Mr,  President,  to  second 
the  motion  which  has  been  made  to  render  the  last 
honors  of  this  Chamber  to  our  deceased  brother 
Senator,  whose  death  has  been  so  feelingly  an- 
nounced; and  in  doing  so,  I  comply  with  an  ob- 
ligation of  friendship,  as  well  as  conform  to  the 
usage  of  the  Senate.  1  am  the  oldest  personal 
friend  which  the  illustrious  deceased  can  have 
upon  this  floor,  and  among  the  oldest  which  he 
can  have  in  the  United  States.  It  is  now,  sir, 
more  than  the  period  of  a  generation — more  than 
the  third  of  a  century — since  the  then  emigrant 
Irish  boy,  Alexander  Porter,  and  myself  met 
on  the  banks  of  the  Cumberland  river,  at  Nash- 
ville, in  the  Slate  of  Tennessee,  when  commenced 
a  friendship  which  death  only  dissolved  on  his 
part.  We  belonged  to  a  circle  of  young  lawyers 
and  students  at  Taw,  w|||0  had  the  world  before 
them,  and  nothing  but  their  exertions  to  depend 
upon.  First,  a  clerk  in  his  uncle's  store,  then  a 
student  at  law,  and  always  a  lover  of  books,  the 
young  Porter  was  one  of  that  circle,  and  it  was 
the  custom  of  all  that  belonged  to  K  to  spend  their 
leisure  hours  in  the  delightful  occupation  of  read- 
ing.   History,  poetry,  elocution,  biography,  the 
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ennobling  speeches  of  the  living  and  the  dead, 
•were  our  social  recreation;  and  the  youngest  mem- 
ber of  the  Circle  «ras  one  of  our  favorite  readers. 
He  read  well,  because  he  comprehended  clearly, 
felt  strpngly*  remarked  beautifully  upon  striking 
passages,  and  eave  a  new  charm  to  the  whole  with 
his  rich,  mellifluous  Irish  accent.'  It  was  then 
that  I  became  acquainted  with  Ireland  anil  her 
children,  read  the  ample  story  of  her  wrongs, 
learned  the  long  list  of  her  martyred  patriots' 
names,  sympathized  in  their  fate,  and  imbibed 
the  feelings  for  a  noble  and  oppressc4  people 
which  the  extinction  of  my  own  life  can  alone 
extinguish. 

Time  and  events  dispersed  that  circle.  The 
young  Porter,  his  law  license  signed,  went  to 
the  lower  Mississippi,  I  to  the  upper;  and,  years 
afterwards,  we  met  on  this  floor,  Senators  from 
diflerent  pans  of  that  vast  Louisiana,  which  was 
not  even  a  part  of  the  American  Union  at  the  time 
that  he  and  I  were  born.  Wd  met  here  in  the 
session  of  1833-34,  high  party  times,  and  on  op- 
posite sides  of  the  great  party  line;  but  we  met 
as  we  had  parted  years  before;  we  met  as  friends; 
and,  though  often  our  part  to  reply  to  each  other 
in  the  ardent  debate,  yet  never  did  we  do  it  with 
other  feelings  than  those  with  which  we  were 
wont  to  discuss  our  subjects  of  recreation  on  the 
banks  of  the  Cumberland. 

I  mention  these  circumstances,  Mr.  President, 
because,  while  they  sre  honorable  to  the  deceased, 
they  are  also  justificatory  to  myself  for  appearing 
as  tne  second  to  the  motion  which  has  been  made. 
A  personal  friendship  of  almost  forty  years  gives 
me  a  right  to  appear  as  a  friend  to  the  deceased 
on  this  occasion,  and  to  perform  the  office  which 
the  rules  and  the  usage  of  the  Senate  permit,  and 
•which  so  many  other  Senators  would  so  cordially 
and  so  faithfully  perform. 

In  performing  this  office,  I  have,  literally,  but 
little  else  to  do  but  to  second  the  motion  of  the 
Senator  from  Louisiana,  [Mr.  Barrow.]  The 
mover  has  done  ample  justice  to  his  great  subject. 
He  also  had  the  advantage  of  long  acquaintance 
and  intimate  personal  friendship  with  the  Jc- 
ceased.  He  also  knew  him  on  tlie  banks  of  the 
Cumberland,  though  too  young  to  belong  to  the 
circle  of  young  lawyers  anu  law  students  of  which 
the  junior  member — the  young  Alexander  Por- 
ter— was  the  chief  ornfM^nt  and  delight.  But 
he  knew  him,  long  and  intimately,  and  has  given 
evidence  of  tbat'knowledge  in  the  just,  the  feel- 
ing, the  cordial,  and  impressive  eufogium  which 
he  has  just  delivered  on  the  life  and  character  of 
his  deceased  friend  and  colleague.  He  has  pre- 
sented to  you  the  matured  man,  as  developed  in. 
his  ripe  and  meridian  age;  he.  has  presented  to 
yon  the  flnished  scholar,  the  eminent  lawyer,  the 
profound  judge,  the  distinguished  Senator,  the 
firm  patriot,  the  constant  friend,  the  honorable 
man,  the  brilliant  converser,  the  social,  cheerful, 
witty  companion.  He  has  presented  to  yo^  the 
ripe  fruit,  of  which  I  saw  the  early  blossom,  and 
of  which  I  felt  the  assurance,  more  than  thirty 
years  ago,  that  it  would  ripen  inta  tlie  golden 
fruit  which  we  have  all  beheld*. 
•  Mr.  President,  this  is  no  vain  or  empty  cere- 
monial in  which  the  Senate  is  now  engaged. 
Honors  to  the  illustrious  dead  go  beyond  thcdis- 
chargeof  a  debt  of  justice  to  them,  and  the  rendi- 
tion of  consolation  to  their  friends:  they  become 
lessons  and  examples  for  the  living.  The  story 
of  their  humble  beginning,  and  noble  conclusion, 
is  an  example  to  be  followed,  and  an  incitement 
to  be  felt.  And  where  shall  we  find  an  example 
more  worthy  of  imitation,  or  more  full  of  encour- 
agement, than  in  the  life  and  character  of  Alex- 
ander Porter? — a  lad  of  tender  age — an  orphan 
with  a  widowed  mother  and  younger  children — 
the  father  martyred  in  the  cause  of  freedom — an 
exile  before  he  was  ten  years  old — an  ocean  to  be 
crossed ,  and  a  strange  land  to  be  seen ,  and  a  wil- 
derness of  a  thousand  miles  to  be  penetrated  be- 
fore ho  could  find  a  resting  place  for  the  sole  o( 
his  foot;  then  education  to  be  acquired,  support 
to  be  earned,  and  even  ^izenship  to  be  gained, 
before  he  could  make  his  own  talents  av.iilable  to 
his  support:  conquering  all  these  difficulties  by 
his  own  exertions,  and  the  aid  of  an  aflectionate 
uncle — (I  will  name  him,  for  the  benefactor  of 
youth  deserves  to  be  named,  and  named  with 
honor  in  the  highest  places) — with  no  other  aid 
but  that  of  an  uncle's  kindness,  Mr.  Alexander 


Porter,  sr.,  merchant  of  Nashville^  also  an  emi- 
grant from  Ireland,  and  full  of  the  generous  qual- 
ities which  belong  to  the  children  nf  that  soil;  this 
lad,  an  exile  and  orphan  from  the  Old  World,  thus 
starting  in  the  New  World,  with  everything  to 
gain  before  it  could  be  enjoyed,  soon  attained 
every  earthlyobject, either  briilant  or  substantial, 
for  which  we  live  and  struggle  in  this  life.  Hon- 
ors, fortune,  friends;  the  highest  professional  and 
political  distinction;  long  a  supreme  judge  in  his 
adopted  State;  twice  a  Senator  in  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States — wearing  all  his  honors  fresh 
and  growing  to  the  last  moment  of  his  life-rand 
the  announcement  of  his  death  followed  by  the 
adjournment  of  the  two  Houses  of  the  American 
Congress !  What  a  noble  and  crowning  conclu- 
sion toa  beginning  so  humble, and  so  apparently 
hopeless !  Honors  to  such  a  life — the  honors 
which  we  now  pay  to  the  memory  of  Senator 
Porter — arc  not  mere  olTerings  to  the  dead,  or 
mere  consolations  (o  the  feelings  of  surviving 
friends  and  relations;  they  go  further,  and  become 
incentives  and  inducements  to  the  ingenuous 
youth  of  the  present  and  succeeding  geiierations, 
encouraging  their  hopes,  and  firing  their  spirits  ; 
with  a  generous  emulation. 

Nnr  do  the  benefits  of  these  honors  stop  with 
individuals,  nor  even  with  masses,  or  generations 
of  men.    They  are  not  confined  to  persons,  but 
rise  to  institutions— to  the  noble  republican  in- 
stitutions under  which  such  things  can  be !  Repub- 
lican government  itself— that  government  which 
holds  man  together  in  the  proud  state  of  equality 
and  liberty — this  Government  is  benefited  by  the 
exhibition  of  the  examples  such  as  we  now  cele- 
brate, and  by  the  rendition  of  the  honors  such  as 
we  now  pay.     Our  deceased  brother  Senator  has 
honored  and  benefited  our  free  republican  insti- 
,  totions  by  the  manner  in  which  he  has  advanced 
,  himself  under  them;  and  we  make  manifest  that 
benefit  by  the  honors  which  we  pay  him.      He 
I  has  given  a  practical  illustration  of  the  working 
'  of  our  free,  and  equal,  and  elective  form  of  gov- 
ernment; and  our  honors  proclaim  the  nature  of 
{  tliat  working.     What  is  done  in  this  Chamber  is 
not  done  in  a  corner,  but  on  a  lofty  eminence,  seen 
of  all  people.     Europe,  as  well  as  America,  will 
:  see  how  our  form  of  Government  has  worked  in 
'  ihe  person  of  an  orphan,  exiled  boy, seeking  ref- 
.  uge  in  the  land  which  gives  to  virtue  and  iaicnl 
alt  that  they  will  ever  ask — the  free  use  of  their 
own  exertions  for  their  own  advancr«nent. 

Our  deceased  brother  was  not  an  American  cit- 
izen by  the  accident  of  birth;  he  became  so  by  the 
choice  of  his  own  will,  and  by  the  operation  of 
our  laws.  The  events  of  his  life,  and  the  busi- 
ness of  this  day,  show  this  title  to  citizenship  to 
be  as  valid  in  our  America  as  it  was  in  the  great 
Republic  of  antiquity.  I  borrow  the  thought,  not 
the  language  of  Cicero,  in  his  pleading  for  the 
poet  Archias,  when  I  place  the  citizen  who  be- 
comes so  by  law  and  choice,  on  an  equal  footing 
v^tli  the  citizen  who  becomes  so  by  chance.  And, 
in  the  instance  now  before  us,  we  may  say  that 
our  adopted  citizen  has  repaid  us  for  (lie  liberal- 
ity of  our  laws;  that  he  has  added  to  the  stock  of 
our  national  character  by  the  contributions  he  has 
brought  to  it  in  the  purity  of  his  private  life,  the 
eminence  of  his  public  services,  tne  ardor  of  hia 
patriotism,  and  the  elegant  productions  of  his 
mind. 

And  here  let  me  say — and  I  say  it  with  pride 
and  satisfaction — our  deceased  brother  Senator 
loved  and  admired  his  adopted  country,  with  a 
love  and  admiration  increasing  with  bis  age,  and 
with  his  belter  knowledge  of  the  countries  of  the 
Old  World.  A  few  years  ago,  and  after  he  had 
obtained  great  honor  and  fortune  in  this  country, 
he'returned  on  a  visit  to  his  native  land,  and  to 
the  continent  of  Europe.  It  was  an  occasion  of 
honest  exultation  for  the  orphan  emigrant  boy  to 
return  to  the  land  of  his  fathers,  rich  in  tlie  goods 
of  this  life,  and  clothed  with  the  honors  of  the 
American  Senate.  But  the  visit  was  a  melan- 
choly one  to  him.  His  soul  sickened  at  the  state 
of  his  fellow-man  in  ihcOld  World,  (I  had  it  from 
his  own  lips;)  and  he  returned  from  that  visit 
with  stronger  feelings  than  ever  in  favor  of  his 
adopted  country.  New  honor  awaited  him  here 
— that  of  a  second  election  to  the  American  Sen- 
ate. But  of  this  he  was  not  permitted  to  taste, 
and  the  proceedings  of  this  day  announce  his 
second  brief  elevation  to  thia  body,  and  his  de- 


parture from  it  through  the  gloomy  portals  of 
tleaih,  and  the  radiant  temple  of  enduring  fame. 

The  question  was  put;  and  tlie  resolutions  were 
unanimously  aereed  to;  and 

The  Senate  (according  to  previous  agreement) 
adjourned  till  Monday  next. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Pridat,  Fehruary  2, 1844. 

The  Journal  of  yesterdaywoa  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  announced  the  arrival  of  hia 

colleague,  Mr.  Tilghman  H.  Tucker;  who,  after 

being  sworn,  took  his  seat. 

REPORTS  rROM  COMMtTTEES. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON,  on  leave,  offered  the  fol- 
lowing resolution;  which  was  agreed  to: 

RetoloeJt  Tlint  the  C(iiuraitte«  on  Nnval  Aflain  be  in- 
structed to  iitfiuire  into  llie  ex|ieUi**iiry  orciap]i»xlnft  a  por- 
tion, of  the  Navy, and  ilie  otGcerif  ami  Rcamen,  in  ri'oioving 
Uie  sna^,  and  iteeping  open  Ui«  MissiMippi  and  Misaoun 
rivers. 

Mr.  SAUfJDERS,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph 
Ramsey;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for 
to-morrow,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  ADAMS  called  for 'the  orders  of  the  day. 
REPORT  ON  THE  RULES. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  report  on  the  rules. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS,  being  entitled  to  the  floor, 
proceeded  to  address  the  House.  We  have  ar- 
rived (said  he)  at  that  suige  of  our  duties  in  the 
progress  of  legislation  where  we  find  ourselves 
unfortunately  divided  upon«.  question  which,  aa 
I  remarked  yesterday,  is  deemed  by  many  of  • 
great  importance.  That  question  has  oeen  so  fre- 

?|uently  stated  and  restated,  that  it  is  unnecessary 
or  me  to  say  more  than  that  it  is  simply  whether 
we  shall  retain  what  was  formerly  the  31st,  but 
is  now  the  3oth  rule,  which  excludes  from  our 
consideration  petitions  of  a  certain  character — 
petitions  that  had  been  denominated  abolition  pe- 
titions. But  in  the  progress  of  the  remarks  which 
I  shall  make  upon  this  question,  I  shall  not  use 
any  of  those  t^ms  about  which  men  arc  apt  to 
diner.  It  is  my  intention  to  speak  of  things  as 
tliey  are.  And  here  let  me  take  occasion  to  say 
that  the  term"  abolition "isone  which  ouB:ht  not 
to  find  a  place  in  the  discussions  of  this  House. 
No  two  men  probably  understand  the  same  thing 
by  the  term  abolition;  one  attaches  to  it  one  sense, 
And  another  another;  and  therefore  I  shall  avoid 
the  use  of  the  term  altogether;  but  will  endeavor, 
whenever  I  comment  on  the  peculiar  character  of 
the  petitions,  to  comment  upon  them  as  the  sub- 
ject-matter of  the  prayer.  The  whole  difference 
of  opinion  regarding  the  receiving  of  these  peti- 
tions orises  from  the  different  views  which  we 
eniertoi'n  of  ihe  rights  and  duties  of  the  govern- 
ments of  the  several  States  respecting  the  institu- 
tion of  slavery.  And  I  may  say  this  differenoe  of 
sentiment  is  not  new.  It  has  existed  from  the  time 
of  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  although 
there  has  been  silence  imposed  upon  its  discus- 
sion for  a  period  of  forty  years.  This  resiraint 
upon  discussion  and  investigation  has  led  to  the 
slate  of  feeling  which  now  exists;  and  I  think, 
therefore,  that  we  should  go  back  to  the  origia 
of  the  whole  matter — to  the  adoption  of  the  Con- 
stitution— and  see  how  far  our  minds  agree  rs  to 
the  rights  which  are  due  to  the  States  and  to  the 
people  of  the  South,  as  well  as  to  those  of  tlie 
North,  in.  order  to  ascertain  and  develop  the  true 
point  in  controversy  between  us,  and  place  the 
question  before  the  world  in  such  a  manner  that 
it  may  be  clearly  understood. 

We  ^ould  be  unworthy  the  character  of  states- 
men if  we  lack  the  moral  courage  and  ability  lo 
approach  the  question  iji  a  lil^eral  spirit,  and  with 
enlightened  views  and  feelings  endeavor  to  divest 
it  of  all  which  has  heretofore  seemed  torenderits 
discussion  disagreeable.  I  say  ti^should  coolly 
examine  and  ascertain  the  point  on  which  we  dif- 
fer; for  I  declare  to  you  that  I  cannot  this  day 
point  out  precisely  wherein  we  differ.  I  have  com- 
pared my  ideas  upon  the  subject  with  those  of  the 
slaveholders  of  the  South — men  of  honor  and  of 
candor — with  whom  I  have  conversed,  and  I  am 
yet  unable  lo  lay  my  hand  on  the  principle  which 
they  deny  and  1  maintain,  or  which  they  main- 
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tain  and  I  deny.  It  is  time  that  we  should  under- 
stand each  other;  and  if  we  disagree,  it  is  time  we 
should  know  in  what  respect  we  disagree:  the 
point  of  our  disagreement  should  be  ascertained. 
And  now  I  will  ask  the  attention  of  southern  gen- 
tlemen here,  whilst  1  proceed  to  give  my  views 
regardins;  the  constitutional  rights  of  the  scVeral 
States  or  the  Union  in  regard  to  slavery;  and  I 
hope  that  gentlemen  will  meet  the  arguments 
which  I  shall  advance,  if  they  deem  them  worthy 
of  being  answered,  and  refute  them,  if  they  can 
be  refuted.  And,  first,  I  aay  that,  at  the  forma- 
tion of  the  Constitution,  the  same  difficulty  ex- 
isted among  the  members  of  the  convention  which 
exists  among  us  to-.iay.  Up  to  the  time  of  the 
formation  of  the  Constitution,  the  States  of  this 
Confederacy  had  the  ri^ht  to  dispose  of  the  sub- 
ject of  slavery  pretisely  as  every  government  has 
the  right  ti^dispose  of  all  its  institutions  according 
to  its  own  will,  or  the  will  of  the  people.  Up  to 
the  time  of  the  formation  of  the  Constitution, 
your  State,  Mr.  Speaker,  held  her  institution  of! 
slavery  as  independently  of  ony  other  State  or  ' 
Power  now  within  this  Confederacy  as  she  did. 
independently  of  England.  There  was  no  po%er 
in  the  northern  States  to  interfere  in  any  respect. 
And  I  ask,  may  1  not  lay  it  down  as  the  doctrine 
which  you  hold,  in  common  with  southern  men, 
that  there  was  no  power  on  earth  which  could 
rightfully  interfere  with  the  institutions  of  one  of 
your  Slates — Virginia,  for  example.'  The  su- 
preme will  of  your  people  guided  your  councils, 
and  you  continued  the  instiiuiion  of  slavery,  ac- 
cording to  their  supreme  dictation.  Massachu- 
setts, at  the  dictation  oUier  people,  saw  fit,  at  an 
early  day,  to  strike  the  shackles  from  her  slaves. 
Scarcely  had  the  smoke  ascended  from  her  battle- 
fields before  she  set  them  free.  There  was  no 
portion  of  the  face  of  the  earth  which  couUI  inter- 
fere with  her  at  the  time  she  did  this,  in  respect 
to  the  abolition  of  her  slaves  or  of  any  other  of 
ber  institutions.  She  was  as  independent  and  su- 
preme as  Virginia  was;  they  stood  on  the  same 
bmad  level;  there  was  no  distinction;  they  were 
acting  under  the  dictation  of  no  other  power  but 
the  will  of  their  own  people. 

At  the  time  of  the  formation  of  the  Constitu- 
tion— and  here  I  think  southern  gentlemen  will 
agree  with  me — it  was  distinctly  put  forth  as  an 
ultimatum  that  the  institution  of  slavery  should 
never  be  interfered  with.  The  members  of  the 
convention  were  not  authorized  to  enter  into  any 
compact  by  which  the  control  of  the  institution 
of  slavery  should  be  surrendered  to  the  Federal 
Government;  and  I  ask  if  you  do  not  now,  in 
the  State  of  Virginia,  retain  precisely  that  un- 
limited power  over  the  institution  of  slavery  that 
)rou  did  prior  to  the  formation  of  the  Constitu- 
tion ?  Have  you  parted  with  any  portion  of  that 
power  ? 

I  now  come  to  the  point  where  gentlemen  will 
be  compelled  to  disagree  with  me,  if  they  do  at 
all.  I  now  lay  it  down  as  a  principle,  that  the 
people  of  the  free  States  retained  the  right  of  be- 
ing totally  exempt  from  the  institutions  of  slavery 
in  every  respect.  And  here,  if  gentlemen  take 
issue  with  me,  I  am  ready  to  meet  them.  I 
maintain  that  the  people  of  the  northern  States 
surrendered  to  the  Federal  Government  no  more 
power  to  involve  them  in  the  support  of  slavery 
than  you  did  to  involve  the  southern  States  in  the 
abolition  of  slavery.  This  is  no  new  doctrine; 
it  is  the  doctrthe  which  I  have  at  all  times  main- 
tained in  public  speeches,  in  my  writings,  and  in 
private  conversation — that  we  of  the  North  have 
the  same  supreme,  uncontrolled  power  to  be  ex- 
empt from  the  expense,  the  disgrace,  and  the 
moral  turpitude  of  slavery,  as  you  of  the  South 
have  to  retain  slavery.  You  of  the  South  have 
one  view  of  slavery,  and  we  of  the  North  another. 
You  think  it  right,  proper,  and  just;  we  of  the 
North  entertain  a  different  view.  We  dislike  tlie 
institution;  we  hold  it  in  execration.  No  north- 
em  man  could  have  been  brought  to  consent  to 
tite  formation  of  the  Union,  and  it  consequently 
never  could  have  been  formed  if,  by  its  operation, 
the  North  would  have  been  bound  to  support 
slavery. 

There  is  one  particular  (and  F  will  ref^r  to  it 
now)  in  which  the  Constitution  empowered  the 
Federal  Government  to  act  in  reference  to  slavery; 
and  that  \a,in  reference  to  the  recapture  of  fugi- 
tive slaves,  or,  rather,  the  surrendering  them  to 
their  masters,  who  chose  to  pursue  their  slaves 


into  the  free  States.  Without  this,  we  all  know, 
if  a  slave  had  set  his  foot  upon  the  soil  of  a  free 
State,  either  as  a  fugitive,  or  by  his  master's  con- 
sent, that  moment  he  was  a  free  man. 

I  will  not  vgue  upon  this  point;  the  principle 
is  recognized  by  every  court  in  Great  Britain,  and 
was  so  by  every  court  in  the  Union.  And  it  was 
to  remedy  this  defect  that  the  South  insisted  on 
the  right  of  the  recapture  of  their  fugitive  slaves, 
whenever  they  should  escape.  And, as  lam  upon 
this  point,  I  will  go  a  little  further  into  its  his- 
tory. Anamendment  was  introduced  by  the  mem- 
ber from  South  Carolina,  that  fugitive  slaves 
should  be  apprehended  as  fugitives  from  justice; 
but,  as  it  is  well  known,  that  was  rejected  with- 
out a  dissenting  voice.  It  was  refused,  lest  the 
North  should  be  involved  in  the  expense  of  ap- 
prehending and  retaining  fugitive  slaves.  So  cau- 
tious were  the  people  about  interfering  between 
slaves  and  their  masters.  ' 

Now,  if  gentlemen  ore  prepared  to  go  with  me 
thus  far,  I  say  to  southern  gentlemen  that,  in  all 
my  future  remarks  upon  this  subject,  this  is  the 
basis  of  my  position — that  the  Government  should 
not  involve  us  in  the  turpitude,  expense,  and  dis- 
grace of  slavery.  I  am  not  for  invading  any  man 's 
rights;  nor  are  the  Abolitionists  of  the  North  dis- 
posed to  invade  the  rights  of  any.  There  is,  on 
the  part  dT  all  the  people  of  the  North,  a  moral 
influence  against  the  institution  of  slavery;  but  I 
am  speaking  of  the  poWtical  power  of  this  Gov- 
ernment; and  I  say  no  Abolitionist  ever  asked  this 
House  to  interfere  with  the  rights  of  any  portion 
of  the  people  of  this  Union. 

I  will  not  make  an  exception  to  the  rule  which 
I  have  laid  down,  for  I'have  been  speaking  of  the 
institution  as  it  exists  in  time  of  peace;  but  in 
case  of  war,  when  the  existence  of  this  nation  is 
threatened,  when  war  is  raging  with«II  its  hor- 
rors and  its  dangers  and  consequences,  this  is  a 
case  beyond  the  Constitution  and  the  law,  when 
men  are  driven  to  the  first  law  of  nature — the  law 
of  self-preservation — to  defend  their  lives  at  any 
sacrifice  of  interest  which  may  be  necessary. 
We  have  the  example  of  General  Jackson,  who 
abolished  slavery  at  New  Orleans;  we  have  the 
example  of  General  Gaines,  and,  I  believe,  of 
General  Scott.  When  they  found  it  necessary 
for  the  public  safety,  they  did  not  hesitate  to  take 
the  slaves  from'their  masters.  But  I  have  no  dc-- 
sire,  neither  have  1  time,  to  go  further  into  this 
part  of  the  subject.  Now,  having  fixed  the  rights 
of  the  several  States, and  having  assumed,  as  the 
basis  of  my  position,  that  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment has  no  power  to  infringe  upon  the  rights  of 
the  people  of  the  North,  and  to  involve  them  in 
the  support  of  the  institution  of  slavery,  I  will 
merelysay,  that,  almost  from  the  very  commence- 
ment of  the  Government,  reiterated  abuses  of  this 
kind  have  been  enacted.  The  Government  was 
involved  in  pecuniary  expenses,  and  to  an  amount 
which  could  not  fail  to  astpnish  the  people  of 
this  country,if  they  could  be  put  in  possession  of 
the  whole  (>{  the  facts. 

The  power  and  influenrss  of  this.  Government, 
and  the  power  and  influences  of  the  ExecutiVb, 
had  been  exerted  in  support  of  slavery;  and  here 
he  would  say  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  South  that 
they  of  the  North  had  a  common,  interest  in  this 
Government,  as  m.uch  as  the  South  had,  and  that 
the  Government  had  no  right  to  take  the  money 
of  the  North,  and  prostitute  its  powers  by  ex- 
pending it  in  support  of  the  odious  and  detestable 
institution  of  slavery.  Gentlemen  of  the  South 
must  pardon  him  when  he  spoke  in  this  way;  for 
ifthcy  spoke  in  such  harslv  terms  of  abolition, 
he,  who  detested  slavery  as  much  as  they  did 
abolition,  had  an  equal  right  to  speak  harshly  of 
it.  Sir,  this  Governmene>is  our  Government  as 
well  as  yours;  ajid  you  have  no  right  to  degrade 
it  by  making  it  an  abettor  of  slave  dealers  and 
slave  trading;  nor  shall  yoO  lay  your  hand  on 
the  influences  of  the  North,  to  aid  in  the  support 
of  a  commerce  which  we  regard  as  detestable, 
and  hold  in  the  utmost  abhorrence.  You  have 
no  right  to  compel  us  to  support  a  commerce 
which  you  have  declared  to  be  piracy,  if  carried 
on  in  certain  longitudes,  and  which  a  man  would, 
if  caught  therein,  be  hanged  for.  We  hold  this 
trade  in  utter  abhorrence  wherever  it  is  carried 
on,  and  consider  it  as  detestable  on  our  own 
coasts,  ns  on  the  coast  of  Africa.  Mr.  G.  here 
referred  to  several  instances  in  which  he  averred 
that  slavery  was  upheld  by  |,be  Government  of 


the  United  States.  He  might,  he  said,  cite  nu- 
merous instances  in  which  the  Army,  and  Navy 
had  been  employed  in  capturing  and  bringing 
back  into  bondage  the  panting  fugitive,  who  was 
sighing  for  that  liberty  for  wbidt  our  fathers 
fought  and  bled. 

He  would  now  ask  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  one  class  of  abolition  petitions  which  were  ex- 
cluded by  the  rule.  These  petitions  asked  that 
the  abuses  to  which  he  had  referred  might  cease 
forever,  and  that  they  might  no  longer  be  involved 
in  the  moral  guilt  and  turpitude  connected  with 
them.  Will  gentlemen  from  the  South  stand  up 
and  say  that  we  of  the  North  are  bound  io  step 
forward  and  imbrue  our  hands  in  blood,  in  order 
that  this  institution  of  slavery  shall  be  sustained? 
If  they  will,  it  is  time  that  the  people  of  the  North 
knew  it,  and  it  is  their  duty  to  speak  oiit  plainly 
and  tell  the  people  of  the  North  what  is  required 
at  their  hands.  He  tendered  to  the  gentlemen  of 
the  South  this  distinct  issue;  and  he  asked  them 
to  meet  it  or  to  dodge  it,  be  cared  not  which.  He 
asked  them  if  they  contended  that  this  Govern- 
ment should  involve  the  people  of  the  North  in 
the  disgrace  and  guilt  of  slavery.  We  do  not  seek 
to  interfere  with  the  institutions  of  the  South  within 
the  limits  of  their  States;  but  we  deny  that  they 
have  the  right  to  carry  these  institutions  beyond 
their  limits,  and  compel  the  people  of  other  States 
to  sustain  them. 

The  next  point  to  which  he  wished  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  was  .another  class  of  peti- 
tions, praying  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia;  and  others  asking  the  repeal 
of  the  laws  which  sustain  slavery  here;  and  by 
this  means  relieve  the  people  of  the  North  from 
the  moral  responsibility  which  rests  on  them,  in 
consequence  of  the  continuance  of  slavery  here. 
On  this  point,  Mr.  G.  argued,  that  as  slavery  waa 
altogpther  a  consequence  of  municipal  regulation, 
it  could  not  have  existed  here  for  one  moment, 
after  the  assumption  of  jurisdiction  by  Congress 
over  the  District,  but  for  the  act  declaring  all  the 
laws  of  Maryland  and  Virginia,  which  were  in 
existence  at  the  time  of  the  cession,  to  be  still  in 
force.  Among  the  laws  thus  existing  at  the  time 
of  the  cession,  and  reiSnacted  by  Congress,  were 
those  establisliing  slavery;  and  as  the  act  of  Con- 
gress was  passed  by  nDjthern  as  well  as  southern 
Representatives,  it  follovVed  that  slavery  existed 
in  virtue  of  an  act  of  Congress,  and  that  the  con- 
tinuance of  that  act  was  a  moral  reproach  to  tlie 
North  as  well  as  to  the  South. 

Mr.  G.,  in  support  of  this  position,  referred  to' 
the  deeds  of  cession  from  Virginia  and  Maryland, 
and  to  the  laws  of  those  States  in  relation  to  negro 
slavery. 

Mr.  RAYNER  asked  if  the  gentleman  (Vom 
Ohio  would  allow  him  to  ask  him  one  question  I 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.    Certainly. 

Mr.  RAYNER.  The  eentletnan  says  that  sla- 
very is  a  consequence  of  municipal  legislation. 
Now,  I  ask  him  if  he  believes  in  the  decalogue? 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  do;  but  I  would  not  if  iK 
sanctioned  rtavery. 

Mr.  RAYNER.  The  tenth  commandment  say* 
"  thou  shall  not  covet  thy  neighbor's  mao  ser- 
vant, nor  his  maid  servant."  What  does  tlie  gen- 
tleman understand  by  that  i 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  have  servanu— hired  ser- 
vants; I  hope  the  gentleman  does  not  covet  then); 
and  God  forbid  that  I  should  covet  his  slaves. 
Mr.  G.  contended  that  slavery  in  this  District 
was  the  consequence  of  municipal  regulation,  and 
was  sustained  only  by  the  power  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Withdraw  that  power,  and  slavery  will 
be  immediately  abolished;  for  it  was  only  by  the 
power  of  the  Government  that  the  master  had  the 
right  to  subject  his  slave  to  his  own  will. 

Another  cmss  of  petitions  to  which  he  wanted 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  was  that  declar- 
ing that  slavery  existed  in  this  District  in  virtue 
ot'a  law  of  Congress,  and  that  this  law  was  sus- 
tained by  the  representatives  of  the  people  of  the 
North,  aa  well  as  those  of  the  South,  and  asking' 
for  its  abolishment  on  the  ground  that  theNoirtK 
was  equally  involved  in  the  guilt  o(cot)tinuingit 
here.  On  this  subject  he  would  aoy^that  Con- 
gress, in  assuming  jurisdiction  oyer  this  District, 
bad  no  right  to  continue  the  existence  of  slavery 
in  it;  though,  not  having  time  to  argue  thatque?-< 
tion,  he  would  pass  it  over.  This  much,  now-< 
ever?  theywould  say:  that,  when  thi»  District 
tame  iold  the  possession  of  Congress,  it  came  a« 
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a  blank  sheet,  on  which  could  be  inscribed  the 
dark  record  of  elavery,  or  the  glorious  proclama- 
tion of  universal  freedom.  Mr.  G.  then  referred 
to  the  slave  trade  carried  on  in  this  District,  from 
the  sin  of  whi.ch,  he  said,  his  constituents  desire 
to  be  relieved ;  but  at  this  stage  of  his  remarks  he 
was  interrupted  by 

Mr.  WINTHROP,  who  introduced  his  col- 
league, Mr.  Rockwell,  lately  elected  a  member 
of  the  House  from  the  State  of  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL  Uien  presented  himself  at 
the  Speaker's  table,  and  the  oath  to  support  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  was  adminis- 
tered to  him. 

The  SPEAKER  then  declared  that  the  morn- 
ing hour  had  expired. 

Mr.  HAMMETT  next  obtained  the  floor;  but 
he  gave  way  to 

Mr.  SLI  DELL,  who  called  the  Sneaker's  atten- 
tion to  a  communication  which  had  been  received 
from  the  Senate. 

DEATH  OP  SENATOR  PORTER. 

The  SPEAKER  directed  the  Clerk  to  read  the 
communication  from  the  Senate  in  relation  to  the 
death  of  Senator  Porter;  and  it  was  read  accord- 
ingly. 

Mr.  SLIDELL.  Mr.  Speaker,  the  message 
which  we  have  just  received,  communicating  the 
intelligence  of  the  death  of  a  Senator  of  Louisi- 
ana, devolves  upon  me,  aa  one  of  the  Represent- 
atives of  that  Slate,  in  conformity  with  an  estab- 
lished and  salutary  usage,  the  duty  of  making 
some  brief  observations  on  the  character  and  his- 
tory of  the  deceased.  It  would,  perhaps,  be  suf- 
ncient  to  say  that  Alexander  Porter  had  twice 
been  chosen  to  discharge  the  august  functions  of 
representing  the  sovereignty  of  one  of  the  States 
of  this  great  -Confederacy.  Constituted  as  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States  has  heretofore  been, 
fand  as  I  trust  it  ever  will  be,)  of  the  men  most 
aistinguished  throughout  the  Union  for  intelli- 
eence,  virtue,  and  patriotism,  this  fact  alone  af- 
fords his  most  emphatic  eulogium.  But  in  that 
body,«mong  the  very  elitt  of  the  nation — the  in- 
telleetual  giants  of  the  land — Alexander  Porter 
occupied  a  conspicuous  place.  He  alTorded  a 
striking  illustration  of  the  happy  working  of  our 
free  institutions,  for  he  bad  attained  this  proud 
eminence  unaided  by  anyttdventitious  advantages 
of  fortune,  (Connection,  or  education.  He  was  the 
son  of  an  Irish  clergyman,  who  died  upon  the 
■cafibld,  a  martyr  in  tlie  cause  of  liberty,  in  that 
memorable  struggle  which,  ending  unsuccessful- 
ly, has  been  stigmatized  as  a  rebellion;  but  which, 
bad  it  resulted  dilTerently,  would  have  been  rec- 
ognized as  a  gloricus  revolution — for  all  revolu- 
tions are  but  fortunate  rebellions.  The  orphan 
child  was  brought  to  the  United  States  by  an 
uncle,  at  a  very  tender  agfe.  He  received  in  Ten- 
nessee such  an  education  as  could  then  be  ob- 
tained at  a  common  country  school;  and  while 
attending  during  the  day  to  the  business  of  a  vil- 
lage shop,  he  acquired  at  night,  in  the  hours  de- 
voted by  others  to  amusement  or  to  sleep,  such 
simple  rudiments  of  law  as  he  could  ^lean  from 
a  few  elementary  books  loaned  to  him  by  those 
who  felt  an  interest  in  the  young  student.  With 
this  scanty  outfit  of  learning,  he,  soon  after  arriv- 
ing at  manhood,  about  the  year  1809,  emigr%led 
to  Louisiana,  and  established  himself  in  the  prac- 
tice of  law,  in  the  western  part  of  the  State. 

The  best  evidence  of  the  rapidity  with  which 
he  established  himself  in  p'opular  favor  and  con- 
sideration in  a  land  of  strangers,  was  his  eteciion, 
in  1811,  as  a  member  of  the  convention  for  fram- 
ing the  constitution  of  the  State.  He  soon  at- 
tained distinction  in  his  profession;  and  after  some 
yearsofarduousand  well-recompensed  devotion  to 
Its  practice,  he  accepted  a  seat  on  the  bench  of  the 
supreme  court  of  Louisiana,  the  reported  decis- 
ions of  which,  during  his  fifteen  years' service, 
attest  the  industry  and  ability  which  he  brought 
to  the  discharge  of  his  Judicial  duties — duties  re- 
quiring, from  the  peculiar  character  of  our  juris- 
prudence, a  greater  range  of  legal  studies  than  in 
any  of  our  sister  States.  He  was  intimately  ac- 
quainted with  the  Roman,  French,  and  Spanish 
law,  and  recurred  with  familiarity  to  the  original 
sources  of  information  in  those  languages.  He 
resigned  his  judgeship  about  the  year  1830,  and 
was  soon  oAer  elected  to  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States.  His  career  while  there  is  familiar  to  all 
who  hear  me.    His  health  became  so  feeble  as  to 


induce  him  for  several  years  to  withdraw  from 
public  life;  but  he  was  again  elected  to  the  na- 
tional Senate  at  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature 
of  Louisiana.  The  disease  which  had  long  been 
preying  upon  his  body,  without  impairing  the 
energy  of  his  mind,  assuming  greater  intensity, 
he  was  unable  to  take  his  seat;  and  he  died,  on 
the  13th  ultimo,  at  his  plantation,  after  a  pro- 
tracted and  painful  illness. 

Alexander  Porter- was  a  learned  lawyer,  an 
eloquent  advocate ,  and  an  upright  judge.  His 
extensive  and  varied  reading,  his  great  colloquial 
powers,  ready  wit,  and  social  disposition,  fitted 
Dim  to  appear  to  advantage  in  the  most  brilliant 
and  refined  society.  His  temperament  was  ardent; 
and  he  was  zealous  in  his  political  creeds  but  he 
did  not  permit  political  dilTerences  to  aflect  his 
relations  in  private  life.  Widely  diflering  from 
him  on  all  great  party  questions,  I  have  been  for 
many  years  honored  by  his  intimacy;  and  know- 
ing him  as  I  did,  I  can  with  confidence  assert, 
that  the  manifestations  of  respect  which  I  am 
now  about  to  propose,  could  not  be  bestowed 
more  fitly. 

Mr.  VANCE  seconded  the  resolution,  in  some 
pertinent  remarks. 

The  resolutions,  in  the  usual  terms,  were  then 
agreed  to;  and 

The  House  adjourned. 

The  following  petitionn,  pr«ftnted  to-day,  were  banded 
to  Uie  repnrterv  by  the  meintwra  preaentiof  Uieui : 

By  Mr.  WHEATON  :  I'tiB  peuiion  and  papeK  rclaiinf 
to  tlie  claim  of  Denrin  Fan-en,  for  relief. 

By  Mr.  RAMSEV  :  The  petition  of  citizeni  of  Sehayl- 
Itill  county,  Pennsylvania,  aakiiig  Umi  fuch  on  alteration 
may  be  mndo  in  the  law  requiring  coasting  liceniet,  as  may 
exempt  from  it»  opernlion  all  cnnill  boats  employed  in  the 
donieiilic  coal  trade,  which  are  dependent  upon  the  appli- 
cation of  i^c  external  power  of  animals  or  vteom  to  propel 
tbein. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Joiepb  Poller,  orsebuylkill  couniy, 
Pennsylvania,  aslting  coropensatiOD  for  losaes  sostaiQed  iu 
the  late  war. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Satcrdat,  February  3,  1844. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

PERSONAL  EXPLANATIONS. 

Mr.  BELSER  rose  and  asked  the  indulgence 
of  the  House,  while  he  called  ilv  attention  to  a 
letter  which  had  appeared  in  the  Boston  Atlas, 
which  he  pronounced  to  be  false,  scandalous,  and 
malicious. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  could  only  be  done  by 
general  consent.     [Cries  of  "  Leave,  leave!"] 

Mr.  BELSER,  having  obtained  the  consent  of 
the  House  to  proceed,  first  read  the  letter  of 
which  he  complained  to  the  House.  [The  letter 
professed  to  give  an  account  ofthe  late  collision  be- 
tween, Mr.  Weller  and  Mr.  Shriver,  with  which 
Mr.  Belser  was  mixed  up.  He  was  accused  of 
a  participancy  in  the  afiray ;  and  both  he  and  Mr. 
Patne  were  termed  "  bullies,"and  otherwise  des- 
ignated in  very  offensive  terms.  The  affray,  too, 
was  charged  as  premeditated  by  several  members 
of*  the  House.]  He  said  his  object  in  bringing 
this  communication  before  the  House  was  not  to 
uk  for  any  protection  for  his  person,  but  that  he 
might  have  ^e  opportunity  of  pronouncing,  in 
the  presence  ofthe  Representatives  ofthe  people 
here  assembled,  that  this  publication  is  willfully 
scandalous  and  malicious.  He  had  never  borne 
the  character  of  a  "  bully"anywbere,and  he  did 
not  wish  such  a  character  to  be  stamped  upon 
him  here,  or  that  his  constituents  should  believe 
he  had  given  any  reason  to  justify  the  applica- 
tion of  such  a  term  to  him.  But  he  would  fur- 
ther state,  in  the  presence  ofthe  Representatives 
of  the  people,  that  he  hftd  no  part  or  participancy 
in  the  matter  therein  alluded  to,  (the  affray,)  nor 
did  he  know  what  was  going  to  take  place  before 
the  occurrence.  Mr.  Shriver  was  a  perfect  stran- 
ger to  him,  and  the  only  agency  he  had  in  the 
transaction  was  to  ask  that  the  parties  might  be 
separated  when  tliey  were  engaged  in  the  con- 
test. He  took  no  part  in  the  transaction  in  any 
manner,  shape,  or  form;  and  he  called  upon  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Mississippi  [Mr.  Hau- 
hett]  to  bear  witness  to  the  truth  of  the  state- 
ment which  he  had  now  made  on  this  floor.  The 
writer  of  this  letter  signed  himsclfT.  M.B.,and 
the  letter  appeared  as  the  correspondence  of  the 
Boston  Atlas.  He  understood  that  that  corre- 
spondent had  left  the  city;  if  he  had  not,  he  would 


have  made  an  example  of  him  which  he  would 
lon^  have  remembered. 

Mr.  PAYNE  rose  to  make  some  observations. 

The  SPEAKER  said  he  could  only  proceed 
with  general  consent. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  hoped  the  gentleman  would 
be  allowed  to  proceed. 

Mr.  PAYNE  then  proceeded ;  but  forsome  time 
he  was  imperfectly  heard.  He  was  understood 
to  say,  that,  ever  thronghlife,  it  had  been  his  de- 
sire to  do  what  was  right;  and, since  he  had  been 
here,  the  same  desire  had  governed  his  actions, 
whether  within  or  without  the  bar  of  this  House. 
But  when  he  was  assailed, as  he  had  been  in  this 
instance,  hy  an  unprincipled  writer,  the  only  no- 
tice of  which  his  feelings  would  permit  him  to 
take  of  such  a  person,  was  to  kick  him  out  of  his 
path  as  he  would  any  other  loathsome  thing. 
But,  inasmuch  as  this  matter  had  been  brought  to 
the  notice  of  the  House,  that  there  rafght  be  no 
mistake  in  relation  to  his  conduct  he  begged  leave 
to  say  that  he  knew  nothing  whatever  of  the  af- 
fair until  after  the  conversation  began  between 
Mr.WELLER  and  Mr.  Shriver.  He  did  not  know 
that  any  unpleasant  feeling  existed  there  until  the 
fight  began.  It  was  true,  he  occasionally  heard 
a  word  Detween  them;  and  it  was  also  true  that 
he  expected,  from  the  language  used  by  Mr.  Shri- 
ver, that  Mr.WELLER  would  resent  it;  but  he  waa 
sitting  at  his  seat,  fifteen  feet  from  the  parties, 
until  the  first  blow  was  struck.  This  was  enough 
to  exonerate  him  from  any  agency  in  the  matter. 
The  language  which  he  heard  used  by  Mr.  Shri- 
ver was  of  an  insulting  character;  and  when  the 
fight  commenced,  he  tooj{  ihe  liberty  to  say  that 
nobody  should  interfere  until  it  was  ended;  and 
he  would  do'it  again,  whena  friend  was  assailed. 
He,  however  would  sav  further,  that  the  friends 
of  Mr.  Shriver  were  under  some  obligation  to  him, 
for  he  it  was  that  pulled  Mr.  Wcller  oflT  him. 
In  conclusion,  as  his  colleague  had  done,  he  pro- 
nounced this  letter  an  unprincipled  calumny,  fab- 
ricated by  an  unprincipled  wretch,  and  he  so  char- 
acterized it  before  the  American  people. 

Mr.  BLACK,  of  Georgia  rose  to  corroborate 
the  statement  of  the  gentleman  from  Alabama; 
but  he  gave  woy  to. 

Mr.  HAMMETT,  who  had  been  appealed  to 
by  Mr.  Belser.  He  said  he  was  one  of  two  or 
three  persons  who  happened  to  be  present  at  the 
unfortunate  occurrence  which  had  been  alluded 
to.  The  gentleman  from  Alabama  [Mr.  Belser] 
and  himself  were  sitting  behind  the  Speaker's 
chair  at  the  time  of  the  occurrence;  they  were  in 
conversation  on  a  subject  in  which  he  was  inter- 
ested, when  a  conversation  commenced  between 
Mr.  Weller  and  Mr.  Shriver.  He  knew  noth- 
ing of  it  until  it  had  commenced;  he  had  no  pre- 
vious intimation  of  it  from  any  person  whatever; 
and  when  the  first  harsh  word  was  uttered,  he 
was  much  surprised,  and  was  struck  with  deep 
regret.  The  gentleman  from  Alabama  had  given 
a  true  statement  of  what  occurred,  and  had  prop- 
erly characterized  that  publication  as  a  tissue  of 
unprincipled,  unprovoked  falsehoods.  There  was 
scarcely  a  line  of  truth  in  the  whole  publication. 
It  did  the  greatest  injustice  to  the  gentlemen  from 
Alabama,  [Mr.  Belser  and  Mr.  Patne,]  who 
took  no  other  part  in  the  affair  than  that  which 
they  had  explained  to  the  House.  He  regretted 
this  unpleasant  afiair  very  deeply;  but,  if  it  were 
necessary,  he  would  bear  the  same  testimony  on 
oath  elsewhere  tliat  he  had  borne  here. 

WASHINGTON  TREATY — EXTRADITION. 
Mr.  LEVY  moved  a  suspension  of  the  roles, 
to  enable  him  to  present  a  resolution  bavin|:  ref- 
erence, as  he  considered,  to  a  subject  of  great 
national  interest.  A  case  had  occurred  of  gross 
violation,  by  the  British  Government,  of  an  im- 
portant clause  of  the  treaty  of  Washington.  The 
circumstances  were  of  a  nature  demanding  the 
prompt  and  very  decided  action  of  this  Govern- 
ment; and  he  was  desirous,  in  his  place,  as  the 
representative  of  the  people  of  Florida,  to  brisg 
.  the  matter  before  the  House  and  the  nation.  The 
particulars  of  the  transaction  would  show  it  was 
specially  Aii  duty,  of  oil  others,  to  move  in  this 
subject.  He  had  been  waiting  for  the  reception 
of  the  "necessary  oflicial  intelligence  to  put  him 
in  possession  of  the  precise  facts.  Having  re- 
ceived these  facui  by  the  mail  of  yesterday,  he 
wished  to  lose  no  time  in  bringing  forward  the 
matter.    He  should,  as  a  basis  for  the  subject. 
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present  a  resolution,  which  be  asked  mighl  be 
read: 

Rt$olttd,  That  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relatione  be 
directed  to  inquire  into  tlic  expediency  or  a  recommenda- 
tion bv  thia  House  toxtie  President  of  lliis  Union  to  sisniiy 
to  the'Gnvernment  of  Great  Britain  the  wish  of  tlila  Gov- 
ernment that  tlic  tenth  article  of  tbe  ueaty  of  Woalitngtnn 
be  terminated. 

The  motioii  .wea  not  agreed  to. 

RESOLUTION  OF  GEORGIA. 

Mr.  STILES  offered  resolutions  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  in  support  of 
the  claims  for  losses  sustained  by  James  L. 
Daniel  and  others,  by  occasion  of  the  late  Creek 
war,  and  which  have  been  paid  by  the  State. 

REPORT  ON  THE  RULES. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  the  business  in 
order  to  be  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Rules, 
on  which  Mr.  Hammett  had  the  floor. 

Mr.  CHAPMAN  movpd  the  postponement  of 
that  order  of  business  to  Monday  next. 

Mr.  ADAMS  called  for  some  reason  for  tbe 
postponement. 

Mr.  CHAPMAN  replied  that  it  was  in  conse- 
quence of  the  indisposition  of  the  gentleman  who 
•waa  etititled  to  the  floor.  This  courtesy  had  been 
extended  to  other  gentlemen,  and  he  now  asked 
for  nothing  more  than  the  usual  courtesy. 

Some <'.on versa tion  ensued  between  Mr.  CHAP- 
MAN, Mr.  ADAMS,  Mr.  DROMGOOLE,  and 
others. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  said  he  was  in  favor  of  ex- 
tending to  the  gentleman  the  courtesy  of  post- 
ponement, although  he  certainly  thought  it  was 
nigh  time  that  this  question  should  be  decided. 
He  would  move,  if  it  were  in  order,  to  amend  the 
motion  for  postponement  so  as  to  make  it  the 
special  order  for  Monday- 

Tbe  SPEAKER  said  he  did  not  think  the 
amendment  would  be  in  order,  inasmuch  as  a 
motion  for  postponement  required  only  a  major- 
ity, while  that  making  the  subject  a  special  order 
required  two  thirds. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  inquired  whether  it  would 
be  in  order  to  submit  a  motion  for  suspending 
the  rules,  in  order  to  go  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  private  bills? 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  would  not  be  in  order. 

Mr.  WILKINS  said  he  had  been  v«ry  anx- 
_,ioas  for  some  days  past  to  catch  the  Speaker's 
!  eye,  that  ne  might  get  possession  of  the  floor;  for 
("he  was  so  situated  that  he  would  be  obligetl  to 
'  deliver  his  sentiments  upon  this  interesting  ques- 
:  tion  on  some  occasion  or  other.    If  he  had  sup- 
i  posed  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi  would  not  I 
^go  on  to-day,  he  would  himself  have  been  glad  to  { 
occupy  the  floor,  though  not  so  well  prepared  as  ' 
be  could  wish. 

Mr.  PATTERSON  inquired  whether  it  would 
be  in  order  to  move  that  the  subject  go  over  until 
Mondav.' 

Mr.  ADAMS  observed  that  Monday  was  the 
day  fixed  by  the  rule  for  the  reception  of  peti- 
tions.          

Mr.  PATTERSON  moved  that  the  further 
consideration  of  the  subject  be  postponed  until 
Tuesday  next,  and  made  the  special  orjjerferthat 
day. 

Upon  this  question  the  yeas  and  nays  were  or- 
dered; and,  being  taken,  resulted — yeas  132,  nays 
40;  OS  follows: 

TEAS — Meaan.  Anderson,  Aahe,  Atkinson,  Barrinfer, 
B««rdalar,  Belser,  Uenion,  Ridlack,  Edward  J.  Black, 
Jaroea  A.  Black,  Blackwell,  Boaaier,  Bowi-r,  Bowlin,  Boyd, 
Jacob  BrinkerhofT,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Miliou  Brown,  Wil- 
KsudJ.  Brown,  Burke,  Burt,  Campbell,  Cary,  Catiin,  Reu- 
ben Cbapnmn,  Aagnatua  A.  Chapman,  Chilton,  Clinton, 
Cobb,  Coin,  IMna,  Daniel,  Ricliard  D.  Davis,  John  W. 
Davia,  Iwterry,  Delict,  Dickinaon,  Dillingham,  Doualaa, 
Oromgoole,  Duncan,  Dunlap,  Elmer,  Farlee,  Ficklin,  Foa- 
lA,  French,  Oilmer,  Byram  Green,  Grinnell.  Grider,  Hale, 
Hamlin,  Rammett,  Hanlson.  Hardin,  Henley,  Hirrick, 
ilopkini,  Houaton,  Hubard,  Hubbcll,  Uugliea,  Jamea  B. 
Hunt,  Charle*  J.  Ingersoll,  Jameaon,  Cave  Johnson,  An- 
drew Johnaon,  George  W.  Jonea,*  Kennedy,  Preston  King, 
Kirkpatrick,Labranche,  Leonard,  Lewis,  Lucas,  Lumpkin, 
Lyon,  Maciay,  McClelland,  McConnell,  MfOowell,  Mc- 
Kay, Edward  J.  Morria,  Murphy,  Newmn,  Norris,  Owen, 
Parmentcr,  Payne.  Peyton.  Prau,  Puidy,  Ramsey,  Rathbun, 
Almnn  H.  R«ad,  David  S'.  Reid,  Relfe,  Bitter,  Robinson, 
Russell,  Sample,  Saunders,  Senter,  Thomas  H.  Beymonr, 
J>aT>d  I,.  Seymour,  Simons,  Slidell,  Albert  Smith,  John  T. 
Saiith,ThomasSmilh,  Robert  Smith,  Steenrod,  John  Stew- 
art, Stiles,  Stone,  Strong,  Summers,  Thomasaon,  Thnmp- 
■oo,  Tibbatta, Tucker,  Vinton,  Weller,  VVenlworlti,  When- 
'""»  Wblte,  Williams,  Wilkins,  William  Wright,  Joseph  A. 
Wright,  and  Yoat-^isa. 

MA  18— Meaars.  Adams,  Baker,  Barnard,  Biodhead,  Buf- 


fington,  Clingman,  Cranston,  Cullom,  Garrett  Davis,  Dick- 
ey, Fiah,  Florence,  Frick,  Giddinn,  Willis  Green,  Harper, 
Hudson,  Wasliiiigtim  Hunt,  [rvin,Jenk8,  Periey  B. Johnson, 
Daniel  1*.  King.  Mcllvniiie,  Morse,  Modelry,  Ncs,  Potter- 
son,  Eli^hn  R.  Putter,  Rnyner,  Charles  M.  Reed,  Rockwell, 
Rogers,  Schenck,  Severance,  Caleb  j3.  Smith,  Stephens, 
'lllden,  Tyler,  Vance,  Winthrop,  and  Woodward — W. 

JOHN  H'LAUGHLIN. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  McLaughlin  was 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

LOCATION  OF  LANDS. 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  location  of  certain  lands 
occupied  by  branch  pilots  in  Louisiana,  was  reail 
a  third  time. 

Mr.  POTTER,  chairman  of  the  select  commit- 
tee which  reported  the  bill,  moved  that  it  be  re- 
committed to  the  Committee  of  tbeWhole  House; 
which  was  carried. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATIONS. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  com- 
munication from  the  State  Department,  in  answer 
to  a  resolution  of  this  House,  communicating  the 
reasons  why  the  Biennial  Register  had  not  yet 
been  transmitted  to  the  House  for  distribution. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  moved  that  the  communication 
be  laid  on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  THOMASSON  asked  for  a  division  of  the 
question.  He  thought  there  was  no  necessity  for 
printing. 

Mr.HOPKINSsaid  the  reason  why  he  thought 
the  communication  should  be  printed,  was,  that 
the  call  upon  the  Department  had  been  printed, 
and  that  call  inferred  some  degree  of  imputation 
upon  the  Department.  He  desired,  therefore,  that 
the  reasons  assigned  by  the  Department  should  j 
be  printed.  { 

Mr.  THOMASSON  withdrew  his  objection  to  ; 
the  printing;  but  desired  that  the  ClerR  should 
read  the  communication;  and  it  was  read  accord- 
ingly. 

The  communication  was  then  laid  on  the  table, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  SPEAKER  also  laid  before  the  House  a 
letter  from  the  War  Department,  transmitting  a 
report  of  the  plan  and  estimates  for  constructing 
a  harbor  at  the  mouth  of  Sandy  creek,  upon  Lake 
Ontario,  in  the  State  of  New  Vork;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BLACK  WELL,  the  petition 
of  N.  G.  Frazieraiid  others,  volunteers,  praying 
remuneration  for  forage  for  horses,  per  diem  pay, 
&c.,  was  taken  from  the  files,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

Also,  the  petition  of  James  S.  Hall  for  a  pen- 
sion; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  In- 
valid Pensions. 

Also,  the  petition  of  William  Kerr;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pen- 
sions. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VANCE,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Gilmer 
in  the  diail)  for  the  purpose  of  acting  on  private 
bills. 

UNITED  STATES  SCHOONER  GRAMPUS. 

The  CHAIRMAN  announced  that  the  first 
business  before  the  committee  was  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  widows  and  orphans  of  the  oflicers, 
seamen, and  marinesof  theUnited  Stales  schooner 
Grampus,  and  that  theamendment  pending  when 
the  bill  was  last  up  was  thatoR°ere(l  by  Mr.  Bel- 
8ER,  to  strike  out  that  part  of  the  bill  which  pro- 
vides a  gratuity  of  six  months'  pay  to  the  rela- 
tives over  and  above  the  pay  actually  dbe  at  the 
time  of  the  loss  of  the  vessel. 

Mr.  BELSER,  after  a  few  preliminary  remarks, 
said  that  he  was  one  of  those  who  believed  that 
tliey  bad  iio  right  whatever  to  appropriate  the 
public  money  in  this  way.  He  differed  with  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Schence,]  who  took 
the  ground  that,  when  a  man  entered  into  the 
naval  service  of  his  country, a  contract  was  formed 
with  the  Government  that  his  widow  and  orphans 
should  be  provided  for.  He  contended,  on  the 
contrary,  that  there  was  no  such  contract;  and 
that,  when  a  man  entered  into  the  naval  service, 
he  did  so  with  reference  to  ihe  dangers  of  the  ser- 
vice; and  that  he  had  no  right  to  expect  any  other 
reward  than  the  pay  he  contracted  for. 

He  wished  to  know  why  the  relatives  of  those 
who  were  lost  in  the  Grampus  had  more  claim  to 
the  bounty  of  Congress  than  the  .widows  and 


orphans  of  those  who  fell  in  battle  in  Florida,  or 
caught  the  seeds  of  disease  there  of  which  they 
afterwards  died.  He  referred  to  the  gallant  Ten- 
nessee and  A  labama  volunteers, so  many  of  whom 
wei0lost  in  that  service,  and  particularly  cited  the 
case  of  two  companies  of  Alabama  volunteers, 
who  were  massacred  almost  to  a  man.  Were  the 
relatives  of  those  men  entitled  to  no  more  sympa- 
thy and  favor  than  those  of  the  oflicers  and  sol- 
diers of  the  Grampus,  because  they  fell  on  the 
land,  instead  of  being  lost  at  sea?  If  the  bill  was 
to  be  passed  on  the  principles  of  justice,  did  not 
justice  as  well  apply  to  those  who  died  in  the 
service  of  their  country  on  land  as  well  as  at  sea  ? 
Such' a  bill  as  this  never  could  be  passed  in  any 
of  the  Stale  Legislatures  where  the  money  to  pro- 
vide for  it,  being  collected  by  direct  levies,  the 
people  would  see  and  know  for  what  purpose 
they  were  taxed.  It  was  in  consequence  only  of 
indirect  taxatioi)  that  such  appropriations  could 
be  made".  He  was  not  unfriendly  to  the  Navy, 
and  he  would  tell  gentlemen  that  if  they  wished 
it  to  be  kept  up,  they  must  not  ask  for  appropri- 
ations like  this.  He  was  as  charitably  oiaposed 
as  anyone  on  that  floor,  and  as  ready  to  contrib- 
ute to  the  relief  of  the  suflerers  out  of  his  private 
pocket;  but  there  was  a  stern  principle  of  justice 
that  governed  him, and  under  which  he  could  not 
consent  to  distribute  the  people's  money  for  un- 
authorized purposes. 

One  of  the  greatest  objections  to  this  bill  was 
that  the  money  appropriated  by  it  must  be  raised 
by  taxation;  and,  if  it  was  passed,  it  would  be 
taking  the  bread  out  of  the  mouths  of  all  the  in- 
digent widows  and  orphans  in  tbe  country,  to 
give  it  to  widows  and  orphans  of  a  more  favored 
class.  This  he  looked  upon  as  a  species  of  legal- 
ized agrarianism,  and  agrarianism  of  the  worst 
kind.  To  illustrate  the  great  injustice  of  bestow- 
ing bounties  on  one  class,  while  others  were  op- 
pressed by  the  severest  taxation,  he  cited  the  case 
of  a  poor  widow,  who  was  lately  frozen  to  death 
almost  in  sight  of  the  Capitol,  lor  the  want  of  a 
blanket  to  protect  her  from  the  inclemency  of  the 
weather,  and  which,  in  consequence  of  the  high 
price  which  the  system  of  protection  put  on  the 
article,  she  was  unable  to  procure.  The  gentle- 
man from  Florida,  [Mr.  Levy,]  the  other  day, 
attempted  to  get  in  an  appropriation  for  the  widows 
and  orphans  of  the  oflicers  and  seamen  of  the  Sea 
Gull,  whose  claims,  he  said,  were  as  strong  aa 
those  provided  for  in  the  bill  before  the  House. 
Suppose  the  gentleman  succeeded ,  and  Bupp(>se 
other  gentlemen  succeeded  in  getting  appropria- 
tions uir  the  widows  and  orphans  of  those  who 
fell  in  Florida,  and  of  those  killed  in  the  Dade 
massacre:  where  was  it  to  end?  There  would  be 
no  end  but  in  the  discretion  of  Congress,  and  an 
amount  of  expense  would  be  incurred  that  would 
exhaust  Ihe  Treasury.  He  wished  to  avoid  all 
unnecessary  and  unauthorized  expenditure  of  the 
people's  money;  to  levy  no  more  taxes  than  would 
be  sufficient  for  an  economical  administration  of 
the  Government;  and  for  the  Government  to  be 
just  before  it  was  generous;  and  these^  were  the 
reasons  which  induced  him  to  offer  his  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  observed  that  he  had  listened 
very  attentively  to  the  objections  which  gentle- 
men bad  been  pleased  to  urge  against  tbe  bill  un- 
der consideration.  He  had  attended  most  closely 
to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Alabama, 
[Mr.  Belser,]  because  he  stood  on  this  floor 
professing  to  be  governed  by  as  strict  principles 
of  economy  as  that  gentleman  or  any  other  on 
the  floor.  He  was  the  Representative  of  a  people 
economical  in  their  private  afloirs;  and  who  al- 
ways evinced  their  admiration  for  those  public 
servants  who  had  gone  for  an  economical  admin- 
istration both  of  the  Federal  and  State  Govern- 
ments. But  this  people,  though  economical,  were 
just  and  generous;  and  he  acted  in  accordance  to 
their  views,  when  he  gave  his  support  to  this 
bill. 

With  a  view,  to  inform  himself  on  the  snbiect, 
and  feeling  a  deep  interest  in  the  widows  and  or- 
phans of  the  officers  and  seamen  of  the  ill-fated 
Grampus,  he  had  examined  the  proceedings  of 
Congress  from  the  time  when  Mr.  Jefferson  came 
into  office  up  to  the  pi^sent  time,  for  the  purpose 
of  ascertaining  if  this  was  the  only  case  of  the 
kind;  and  he  found  that,  in  Cases  not  one  half  as 
strong  as  this.  Congress  had  made  appropriations 
for  the  widows  and  orphans  of  those  lost  in  their 
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country'a  navel  service.  Mr.  A.  did  not  regard 
this  case  as  one  of  bounty,  or  of  charity,  as  other 
gentlemen  did;  but  he  looked  upon  it  as  one  of 
strictjuslice,  founded  on  contract — as  a  debt  Justly 
due  to  the  heirs  of  those  who  have  gone  (^wn 
into  the  briny  deep.  To  prove  this,  he  would 
call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  various  acts 
of  Congress  that  had  been  passed  for  the  benefit 
of  those  who  have  served  their  country  in  the 
Navy.  Here  Mr.  A.  read  from  the  public  docu- 
ments a  list  of  the  acta  giving  rewards  to  naval 
ofUcers,  and  providing  for  tlie  widows  and  or- 
phans of  such  as  have  fallen  in  the  service,  for 
.  the  purpose  of  showing  that  those  who  enter  inlo 
the  Navy,  do  so  under  the  implied  contract  that 
their  services  will  be  properly  considered  by  the 
Government,  and  that  their  widows  and  orphans 
will  be  provided  for,  should  they  be  lost  in  the 
service. 

Mr.  HALE  replied,  and  asked  the  House  to 
look  at  the  condition  and  circumstances  of  the 
mountaineers  of  New  Hampshire  and  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States  in  other  parts  of  the  Union, 
who  paid  for  the  splendor  of  the  cabins  of  the 
ships  of  war.  He  opposed  the  system  pursued, 
and  denounced  it  as  a  wasteful  expenditure  of  the 
means  of  a  people,  many  of  whom  were  living  in 
humble  stations,  in  submission  to  many  priva- 
tions. 

Mr.  MORRIS  spoke  in  opposition  to  the 
amendment.  He  would  make  retrenchment  where 
retrenchment  was  necessary,  in  order  to  briiis:  the 
expenditures  to  a  proper  economical  standard; 
but  he  desired,  first  of  all,  that  gentlemen  who 
were  so  eager  for  reform  in  the  Navy  would  bring 
forward  some  specific  charge  of  abuse.  Gentle- 
men must  recollect  that  that  important  arm  of  the 
service  of  the  country  was  not  quite  so  easy  in 
ita_  discipline,  so  luxurious  in  its  comforts  and 
enjoyments,  and  so  munificent  in  its  rewards,  as 
had  been  represented  by  some.  No,  the  discipline 
was  an  iron  discipline;  the  duties  were  most  ar- 
duous; atid  the  officers  and  sailors  of  that  service 
were  deserving  of  rewards  not  only  in  their  own 
persons,  but  in  the  persons  of  their  surviving  rela- 
tives. There^was  no  navy  in  the  world,  the  ofK- 
cers  and  searnen  of  which  practiced  so  much  self- 
denial  as  the  American  Navy;  nor  was  there  any 
navy  better  calculated  to  render  immediate  and 
efficient  service.    He  hoped  the  bill  would  pass. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  appealed  to  gentlemen  to  defer 
the  discussion  as  to  the  general  mgrits  and  de- 
merits of  the  Navy  until  the  subject  should  come 
up  upon  a  bill  of  a  more  eeneral  nature. 

Mr.  HOLMES  urged  the  passage  of  the  bill 
and  the  rejection  of  the  amendment. 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Messrs. 
FARMENTER.  BARNARD,  J.  R.  INGER- 
SOLL,  McDowell,  and  SMITH  of  Illinois, 
when  the  question  was  taken  on  the  pending 
amendment;  which  being  rejected,  the  bill  was 
laid  aside. 

BILLS  PASSED. 

The  committee  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of,  and  passed  on,  the  following  bills: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jane  McGuire; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Kimball; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  Plummer;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jonathan  Bean. 

The  bills  acted  upon  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 
were  reported  to  the  House. 

UNITED  STATES  SCHOONER  GRAMPUS. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  renewed  the  motion  made 
in  committee,  to  strike  out  the  words  which  pro- 
vided for  the  payment  of  certain  sums  to  the  rel- 
atives of  the  persons  lost  in  the  Grampus,  so  as 
to  prevent  the  payment  to'"  brothers  and  sis- 
ters." 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for,  and  or- 
dered; and,  being  taken,  resulted— yeas  85,  nays 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FRICK  moved  to  insert  the  following 
words: 

Or  the  minor  broUien  and  nuters,  provided  socb  minors  lie 
orphana. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  observed  that,  in  a  previous 
part  of  (he  bill,  the  words  "  if  there  be  no  pa- 
renu"  were  used;  it  was  unnecessary,  therefore, 
to  add,  in  this  amendment,  '•  provided  such  mi- 
nors be  orphans." 

Mr.  FftlCK  thereupon  amended  bis  proposi- 
tion. 


Mr.  THOMPSON  moved  that  the  House  ad- 
;  journ;  which  motion  prevailed. 
And  the  House  adjourned. 

The  miowini;  notiiaes  of  iietitians  preientcd  todajr,  were 
handed  to  the  reporters  hv  the  members  preBcntinf;  iheiii: 
I      Dy  Mr.  J.  BRIlVKERElbFF :  Three  memorials  from  cit- 
izens of  Florence,  Vermillion,  nnd  Birminsham  counties, 
Ohio,  pmyingan  apiiropriation  for  the  completion  of  Ver* 
I  million  harbor,  on  Lnke  Erie. 

!      By  Mr.  CLINTON :  The.  |H<iition  of  Stephen  T.  Calln- 
;  han  nnd  ntlieni,  citizens  of  Orange  county,  New  York, 
'  praying  n  reduction  of  postage  and  arestriciiou  of  the  frank- 
inn  privilcfte. 

By  Mr.  A.  H.  RKAD  :  The  petition  of  sundry  citizens  of 
I  Bradfurd  county,  Pennsylvania,  prayine  for  n  rednc'lion  of 
I  postage;  also,  a  petition  of  citizens  or  Bradford  county, 
;  prayiu;;  for  a  new  mail  route  along  the  south  side  of  the 
I  Chemun?  river,  from  .Athens,  Pennsylvania,  to  Blmira,  New 
t  York ;  which  were  referred  to  Uie  Committee  on  the  Post 
;  Office  nnd  Post  Bonds. 

I      By  Mr.  MACLAV :  The  petition  of  Benjamin  Jarrard, 
'  of  SuITnlk  pouniy,  New  York,  for  a  pen.sion. 

AUo,  the  petitwn  of  the  heirs  of  Itoben  Nickols,  for  Uie 
I  same  object. 

I      By  Mr.  PICKLIN :  The  petiUon  of  tVllliam  P.  Pain  nnd 
:  thirty-nine  otherti,  citizens  of  ftlinnis,  praying  a  grant  of 
J  land.-i  in  ihe  VVnb.ish  valley,  for  the  improvement  of  the 
;  Great  Walia.'th  river  from  Terre  Haute  to  the  Ohio  river ; 
■  wliieh  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 
i      Also,tlie  petition  of  William  Munnandforty-eightothers, 
j  citizens  of  Illinois,  pmyinga  grant  of  lands  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  Waliash  river  from  Terre  Haute  to  the  Ohio 
river ;  which  wai  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals. 
I      By  Mr.  KING,  of  Netv  York  :  A  memorial  of  ship  mas- 
ters and  ship  owners,  asking  Congress  to  make  compeniMi- 
I  tion  to  Robert  Iltiguenin,  for  n  chart  of  Lake  Erie,  and  to 
provide  for  extending  the  said  chart;  which  was  referred 
j  10  the  Committee  on  Commerc-'. 

Also,  the  petition  of  inhabitants  of  Uie  towf  of  nermnn. 
New  York, .to  abolish  the  franking  privilege  and  reduce  the 
rates  of  postage. 
By  Mr.  DUNLAP :  The  petition  of  merchanU  ofPortland, 
j  Maine,  praying  for  a  drawback  upon  domestic  spirits  di»- 
I  tilled /rom  foreign  materials  nnd  exported;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

ByMr.  VKATT:  The  petition  of  Mildnd  Bmler,  for  * 
pension  for  services  in  the  revolutionary  war. 


IN  SENATE. 


MoNOAT,  Feiruary  5,  1844. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  ttmpore  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  communication  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment, transmitting  abstracts  of  the  latest  returns 
of  the  militia  of  all  the  Stales  and  Territories, 
with  their  arms,  accouterments,  and  ammunition, 
made  to  that  Department  under  the  requirements 
of  the  law  providing  for  the  national  defense  by 
the  establishment  of  a  uniform  militia  system 
throughout  the  United  States;  which,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Evans,  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table, 
and  be  printed. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment, transmitting  aniiual  stalcnjcnis  of  appro- 
priations for  the  War  Department,  for  the  service 
of  the  year  1843,  showing  balances  of  appropri' 
ntion  to  the  1st  of  January,  1843,  the  appropria- 
tions made  in  1843,  the  repayments  and  transfers 
in  1S43,  &c.,  and  the  balance  applicable  to  the 
surplus  fund;  which,  on  motion  o(  Mr.  Evans, 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 
PETITIONS,  ETC. 

Mr.  BATES  presented  n  petition  from  Peter 
Amie,  of  New  Bedford ,  a  seaman  in  the  naval 
service,  asking  fora  pension;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  BAVARD  presented  a  memorial  from  sun- 
dry commissioneif  and  warrant  oflicers  on  board 
the  United  States  ship  Vincennes,  at  Boston, 
praying  that  the  office  of  professor  of  mathemat- 
ics may  be  abolished  in  the  Navy,  and  that  naval 
schools  of  instruction  be  established  in  its  stead;, 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  a  memorial  from 
John  Tucker,  President  of  the  Philadelphia  and 
Reading  Railroad  company,  and  other  presidents 
of  sundry  railroad  companies,  and  individual  cit- 
izens, urging  the  restoration  of  the  law  admitting 
railroad  iron  free  of  duty;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Also,  four  memorials  from  citizens  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, asking  that  an  alteration  may  be  made  in 
the  law  regulating  the  issuing  of  coasting  licenses, 
so  as  to  exempt  canal  boats  from  its  operation; 
iirhich  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. 

Also,  a  memorial  frnta  a  number  of  citizens  of 
Mercer  t;ounty,  Pennsylvania,  asking  a  reduction 
in  the  rates  of  postage;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  OfSce  and  Post  Roads. 


Mr.  EVANS  presented  a  memorial  from  Am 
Clapp,  and  other  merchants,  of  the  city  of  Port- 
land, Maine,  largely  interested  in  the  trade  with 
Cuba  and  other  West  India  Islands,  asking  that 
a  drawback  may  be  allowed  on  spirits  exported, 
which  were  distilled  from  foreign  molasses;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  WHITE  presented  joint  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  Indiana,  asking  Congress  for  an 
appropriation  of  the  unsold  land  in  IM  Vincennes 
Innd  disti-ict,  to  complete  the  Wabash  and  Erie 
canal  to  the  Ohio  river;  which  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Londs. 

Mr.  HANNEGANpresented  joint  resolutions, 
adopted  by  the  Legislature  of  Indiana,  in  relation 
to  the  Oregon  Territory. 

Mr.  II.  said  that  those  resolutions  expressed 
the  feelings  of  that  body  in  a  most  decided  form, 
in  touching  that  question.  He  was  hanpy  to  say 
to  the  Senate  (as  be  had  been  assured)  that  they 
were  passed  with  singular  unanimity;  that  there 
was  not  a  dissenting  vote  in  either  House.  At 
the  present  time  he  would  not  trouble  the  Senate 
with  any  remarks;  but  would,  when  the  bill  upon 
the  subject  came  up,  take  an  opportunity  of  ad- 
dressing the  Senate.  He  moyed  that  the  resolu- 
tions be  read  and  printed. 

They  were  read,  as  follows: 

Whereas  the  district  of  country  known  at  the  Territory 
of  Oregon  rigtitfully  belongs  to  our  National  Government; 
nnd  whereas  Ihe  insatiate  avarice  and  grasping  spirit  of  the 
British  Government  seems  already  directed  to  its  subjogm- 
tion  nnd  conversion  ;  and  whereas  the  slightest  i  nfringeuient 
of  national  rigllt  is  a  prcluile  to  more  bigli-handed  aud  auda- 
cious aggressions :  Therefore,  be  it 

Resoirrd,  That  our  Senators'in  Congress  lie  lostracted, 
and  our  RepreseniaUves  be  requested,  to  use  their  proper 
instrumentality  to  provide  for  the  immediate  occupaiioa, 
organization,  iind  defense  of  the  Oregon  Territoiy— pcace- 
ahly,  if  we  can  ;  forci!)Iy,  if  we  must. 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor  forward  to  each.ofonr  Sen- 
ators and  Representnlives  in  Congress  a  copy  of  this  pre- 
amble and  resolution,  immediately  on  its  pasMge. 

Ai*PR0VKD,  January  13, 1844. 

They  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BREESE  presented  a  memorial  from  a 
number  of  citizens  of  the  northwest  land  district 
of  Illinois,  praying  fora  removal  of  the  land  office 
from  Dixon  to  Galena,  in  that  State;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

He  also  presented  a  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Internal  Improvement,  and  resolutions  adopted  in 
the  Illinois  Legislature  in  its  session  of  1843-43, 
on  the  subject  of  the  Northern  Cross  railroad, 
and  a  resolution  instructing  the  Senators,  and  re- 
questing the  Representatives  from  that  State  to 
urge  ihe  passage  of  a  law  granting  to  that  State 
the  alternate  sections  of  land  sik  miles  on  each 
side  of  said  road,  for  the  purpose  of  completing 
it,  extending  from  Springfield  to  the  eastern  line 
of  the  State;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.HUNTINGTON  presented  a  petition  from 
Reuben  M.  Gibbs,  of  Kent,  in  the  county  of 
Litchfield,  Connecticut,  a  soldier  in  the  last  war, 
praying  for  arreorsof  pension;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  presented  preamble  and  resolu- 
tion, adopted  by  the  Legislature  of  Ohio,  instruct- 
ing the  Senators  and  requesting  the  B«present- 
ativea/roin  that  State  to  vote  for  an' appropria- 
tion for  building  a  bridge  over  the  Ohio  at  Wheel- 
ing.   . 

Mr.  T.  remarked,  thai  the  other  day,  the  Sen- 
atorfrom  Pennaylvania[Mr.  Sturgbon)  presented 
resolutions  instructing  the  Senators  autl  request- 
ing the  Representatives  from  that  State  to  oppose 
an  appropriation  for  the  purpose  of  building  a 
bridge  across  the  Ohio  at  thatjjiace.  Prom  his 
reading  of  those  instructions,  they  were  not  per- 
emptory. He  wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals,  to  which  those 
resolutions  were  referred,  (and  to  which  he  pro- 
posed to  refer  these,)  that  they  were  only  hypo- 
thetical. They  were  not  opposed  to  the  making, 
of  a  bridge,  if  it  coul^  be  done  without  incurring 
injury  or  obstruction  to  the  navigotion  of  t  hat  river; 
so  there  was  no  conflict  between  Ohio  nnd  Penn- 
sylvania, as  to  the  proposed  work;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.T.  also  presented  a  joint  resolution  adopted 
by  the  Legislature  of  Ohio;  which  vas  rcati,  a* 
follows: 

"  Remlccd  hy  tht  General  Aaemlly  of  the  SUirte  0/  Ohio,' 
That,  as  the  Indian  title  to  the  lands  In  the  county  of  Craw- 
ford, fonnerty  owned  hy  the  Wyoiidott  Indians,  has  been 
secured  by  the  General  Governiaont ;  sad,  by  tho  lUUi  ani- 
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cle  of  the  treaty,  it  does  not  |tet  the  full  posseuion  of  uiid  i 
land:)  until  tlic  1st  itiy  of  April  next;  aim,  iiiDsmucti  nsthe 
ladiaiec  have  all  \etX  for  their  new  hnuies  in  the  West,  and  ae 
all,  or  neilrly  all,  of  Mid  Indian  impmvetnents  are,  nt  this 
time,  occupied  by  wiiile  seitJerH,  by  periniAsion  of  the  liv- 
mer occupanta,  and  that  the  prf>eiit  occupants,  generally, 
have  seeded  Inr^eqii.-inlitie^of  wtieatand  rye  on  i^nid  landa 
— the  I?enate  and  Ilnuse  of  Representatives,  therefore,  rec- 
omiuend  to  our  Senators  and  Hepreaentativea  in  Ongreas 
to  use  tlteir  influence  in  procuring  the  passage  of  some  law 
Ulftt  will  protect  tlie  prescut  occupants." 

Mr.T.  remarked  that  it  was  the  utideratanding 
that  the  valtie  of  the  improremenls  made  by  the 
Wyandott  tribe* of  Indiana  on  their  lands  should 
be  ascertained  by  the  United  States  Government, 
by  persons  appointed  for  that  purpose,  and  paid 
to  them.  Persons  had  been  appointed  as  com- 
missioners (and  he  was  sorry  to  say  it)  who  were 
totally  incompetent.  They  made  an  appraise- 
ment so  enormous  that  it  was  rejected  by  the  Sen- 
ate. Tiiese  Indians  were  now  entitled  to  com- 
peoaation  for  their  improvements.  He  hoped  it 
would  be  made  to  them.  As  the  Senate  bad  re- 
jected the  appraisement,  it  was  the  dutv  of  the 
Government  to  cause  a  reappraisement.  He  there- 
fore gave  notice  that  he  would  ask  leave  to  intro- 
duce a  bill  for  the  purpose,  as  the  Senators  and 
Representatives  of  that  State  were  requested  to 
use  their  influence  to  prncure-the  passage  of  some 
law  upon  tlie  subject.  He  moved  that  the  res- 
olutions be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs. 

Mr.  WHITE  made  some  remarks,  expressing 
the  belief  that  the  President  had  suflficient  author- 
ity, under  the  law,  to  renppoint  commissioners.    | 

The  resolutions  were  then  referred  to  the  Com- 
niitleeon  Indian  AfTnir^and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WHITE  presented  a  petition  from  Hiram  ; 
O.  Read  and  others,  of  Vanderburg county,  Indi-  | 
ana,  praying  for  the  abolition  of  the  franking 
privilege,  a  reduction  of  postaee  on  letters,  and  ' 
an  equalization  of  postage  on  printed  matter;  ' 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  , 
Office  and  Post  Roads.  ' 

Also,  a  memorial  from  a  number  of  citizens  of 
■aid  county,  in  fivor  of  a  donation  of  the  worth-  | 
less  land  in  the  Vincennes  district,  for  the  com- 
pletion of  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal  lo  the  Ohio  . 
river;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  ' 
Public  Lands.  | 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  additional  documents  [ 
in  support  of  the  claim  of  John  G.  Tibbets,  for  > 
work  done  on  the  New  York  ciistom-house;  ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  ^n  Claims.  ', 
'  Mr.  PORTER  presented  a  preamble  and  joint  j 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Michigan,  re-  | 
qtiestingtlie  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Con-  | 
gresa  from  that  State  to  urge  the  passage  of  a  ' 
Jaw  making  a  grant  of  land  or  other  appropria-  i 
tioa  for  the  construction  of  a  road  from  Saginaw 
and  Michilimacinac  to  Sault  Ste.  Marie;  which  ' 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed.       | 

Mr.  ARCHER  presented  documents  upon  the 
sabject  of  the  alaims  of  Miles  King,  assignee  of  < 
the  Philadelphia  United  Stales  Bank;  which  were  ' 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  I 

Mr.  A.  also  presented  a  memorial  from  John 
Pemberton  Uutchina,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  ' 
asking  payment  for  certain  diplomatic  services; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  ' 
Relations.  i 

Mr.  DAYTON  presented   a  memorial   from 
Jaciea  A.  Stevens,  asking  an  appropriation  of 
money  to  aid  him  in  carrying  into  eSect  certain 
experiments,  with  a  view  to  me  improvement  of : 
models  of  steam  vessels;  which  was  referred  to  i 
the  Committee  on  Commerce.  ' 

Mr.  FOSTER  presented  additional  evidence  in 
•opporl  of  a  claim  of— [name  not  heard;]  which 
vaa  refe^rfd  to  .the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  i 
Claims. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 
On  motion  oif  Mr.  BREESE,  it  was 
Orrfererf,  That  the  petition  of  Aaron  Payne,  of  Putnam 
comiy,  IIHnoifl,  for  arrearages  of  pension,  he  taken  from 
Uie  files,  and  referfed  to  the  Comrnittee  uo  rensions. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WHITE,  leave  was  granted  ; 
to  withdraw  from  the  files  the  petition  of  Abner 
K.  Van  Ness. 

NOTICE  OP  A  RESOLUTION. 
Mr.  MERRICK  gave  notice  that  he  would  to- 
ntotiow  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  joint  resolution 

Erovidine  for  the  transfer  to  the  State  of  Mary-  ! 
lod  of  the  stock  held  by  the  United  States  io  the 
Cbciapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company. 


REPORTS  PROM  COMMITTEES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JARNAGIN,  the  Commit- 
tee on  Pensions  was  discharged  from  the  consid- 
eration of  the  petition  of  the  widow  of  William 
C.  McCall,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  JARNAGIN,  from  the  Committee  on  Rev- 
olutionary Claims,  moved  that  that  committee  be 
dischaiged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
memorial  of  the  heirsof  Admiral  CountdeGrasse, 
praying  compensation  for  his  services  during  the 
revolutionary  war.  . 

Mr.  J.  said  this  case  presented  no  ground  of 
claims  against  the  Uniieil  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BUCHANAN,  the  motion 
to  discharge  the  committee  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JARNAGIN,  the  Commit- 
tee «n  Revolutionary  Claims  was  discharged  from 
the  consideration  of  a  document  in  support  of  the  I 
memorial  of  the  heirs  of  Thomas  tie  Conover;  ! 
and  it  was  ordered  to  be  filed  with  the  adverse 
report  of  the  committee  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  J.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  the  heirs  Of 
Amy  Babbit,  asking  compensation  for  services 
during  the  revolutionary  war;  which  was  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  J.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  pre- 
sented an  adverse  report  in  the  case  of  Daniel  B. 
Tfueheart;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table, 
and  be  printed.  | 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims,  i 
made  an  adverse  report  on  the  memorial  of  Wil-  | 
liam  A.  Weaver, aslcing  compensation  for  super-  ! 
intending  the  publication  of  the  sixth  census;  ; 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  be  ' 
printed. 

LIEUTENANT  SILAS  CHATPtELD. 

Mr.  BREESE  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  was  agreed  to: 

Jletolrcd,  That  the  Committee  on  Pensions  Iw  instructed 
to  inr|iiire  into  Uie  eipedicncy  of  allowing  to  Lieutenant 
Silas  ChalAeld,  now  of  McHenry  county,  Illinois,  a  pen 
Sinn  for  liis  nieritnrinti^  and  piltant  conduct  at  the  head  of 
his  company  of  volunteer  htteoien  in  tlie  sortie  of  Fort 
Erie,  on  the  STih  of  September,  1814. 

TRANSFER  OF  NAVAL  APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  bill  from  the  House  authorizing  the  Pres- 
ident or  the  United  Stales  to  make  a  transfer  of 
appropriations  for  the  naval  service,  under  cer- 
tain circumstances,  was  taken  up,  read  twice, and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

ADVERSE  CLAIMS. 
Several  reports  of  standing  committees,  ad- 
verse to  private  claims,  were  taken  up,  and  con- 
curred in  by  the  Senate. 

THE  COMPROMISE  ACT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  the  Senate  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  the  resolution  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  for  the  indefinite  post- 
ponement of  the  bill  introduced  by  Mr.  McUdf- 
FiB  to  reduce  the  rates  of  duties,  U4idv  the  pres- 
ent tariff,  to  the  standard  of  the  compromise 
act. 

Mr.  EVANS  addressed  the  Senate  for  three 
hoius.  He  commenced  by  stating  that  so  long 
a  time  had  elapsed  since  the  Senate  had  been  ati- 
dressed  on  the  subject  of  these  resolutions,  and 
so  much  of  the  excitement  of  the  occasion  had 
passed  off,  that  he  alinost  regretted  he  did  not 
permit  the  discussion  to  close  with  the  remarks 
of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina.  He  had 
already  more  than  once  expressed  his  opinion  of 
the  irregularity  of  all  such  discussions,  which  it 
was  evident  could  be  attended  with  no  public 
benefit  or  practical  good.  There  still  seemed  to 
be  a  disposition  to  argue  the  matter  further,  but 
for  what  end  orj)urpose  he  was  wholly  at  a  loss 
to  know.  The  honorable  Senator  from  South 
Carolina  could  not  for  a  moment  expect  that  this 
measure,  or  any  other  of  the  some  nature  that  he 
might  be  disposed  to  substitute  for  it,  could  be- 
come a  law,  even  if  brought  to  a  vote;  and  he 
could,  therefore,  only  suppose  that  the  discussion 
was  intended  to  take  an  effect  elsewhere,  which 
it  could  not  be  hoped  to  take  in  this  body.  It 
seemed  the  desire  of  the  honorable  Senator  to 
send  forth  from  this  place  instructions  to  the  peo- 
ple. The  Senate  was  cal!ed  on  by  him  to  con- 
vince the  people,  whether  they  would  be  convinced 
or  not,  that,  according  to  the  elementary  princi- 
ples of  political  economy,  they  were  the  most 


injured,  oppressed, and  bowed  down  race  of  peo- 
ple on  the  face  of  the  earth;  and  that  they  bad 
more  to  dresd  from  a  free  Government  than  they 
had  from  the  enemies  of  their  country,  or  from 
pira^s  or  plunderers  of  the  ocean. 

He  did  not  believe  there  was  any  necessity  for 
such  action;  he  thought  it  would  be  time  enough 
for  this  body  to  act  forthealleviation  of  any  pub- 
lic evil,  when  evidence  was  given  of  its  existence; 
when  those  who  felt  the  evil  or  oppression  came 
forward  to  demand  its  redress;  and  be  believed  it 
would  be  admitted  that,  when  the  people  felt 
themselves  aggrieved, they  were  notslowin  speak- 
ing out,  and  demanding  from  the  proper  quarter 
redress.  In  his  opinion,  the  disposition  to  con- 
tinue this  discussion  was  only  an  endeavor  to  im- 
pi^css  the  public  mind  with  a  sense  of  injury, 
without  manifesting  any  inclination  to  resort  to 
an  effectual  remedy  for  its  relief.  As  such,  how- 
ever, was  the  object,  it  should  be  met;  and  the 
result  would  be  the  convincing  of  the  people  that 
the  doctrine  of  injury,  emanalingfrom  elementary 
princinles,  was  wholly  unfounded. 

In  the  course  of  his  remarks  upon  this  subject 
on  a  previous  day,  he  casually,  and  without  the 
most  remote  intention  of  adding  ground  for  pro- 
longed debate,  stated  that  the  honorable  Senator 
[Mr.  McDuvfik]  did  not  follow  the  mode  of  in- 
ductive reasoning,  but  rather  adhered  to  the  fash- 
ion of  conducting  arguments  two  centuries  back, 
by  starting  with  speculative  theories  and  then  en- 
deavoring to  reconcile  them  with  facts — a  mode 
much  employed  by  writers  on  political  economy. 
This  the  honorable  Senator  had  turned  against 
him  in  his  reply,  and  said  that  he  had  not  him- 
self adhered  to  the  mode  of  inductive  reasoning 
which  he  so  strongly  recommended  for  bis  adop- 
tion. Now,  it  wotucf  be  easy  to  show  whether  he 
had  done  so  or  not,  by  turning  to  (in  the  opinion 
of  the  honorable  Senator)  the  main  matter  of  con- 
troversy to  which  inductive  reasoning  could  ap- 
ply— the  tariff  act  of  1843,  described  by  him  as  a 
monster  of  fraud  and  deceit,  bearing  on  its  face 
marks  of  all  that  was  vile  and  infamous;  and  fur- 
ther pictured  by  every  epithet  of  odium  which  his 
fertile  imagination  or  free  command  of  language 
could  supply.  Wherein,  he  would  ask,  consist- 
ed the  justice  of  that  character?  The  first  spe- 
cific charge  against  the  bill  was,  that  it  would 
cause  such  a  decline  of  the  revenue  as  to  leave 
the  people  no  escape  from  the  dangers  of  oppres- 
sive taxation.  TheTreasury  would  become  bank- 
rupt; Government  would  not  have  means  to  go 
on,  and  rommerce  and  business  be  inevitably  de- 
stroyed. The  rtcxtWBS  the  great  burden  it  would 
impose  on  all  sections  of  the  countiy  by  enhanc- 
ing the  price  of  all  consumable  articles,  and,  by 
its  high  duties,  prohibiting  the  people  from  the 
use  of  all  necessaries  of  foreign  importation.  The 
next,  and  not  the  least,  was  the  injury  that  it 
would  do  the  southern  and  planting  states. 

How  were  all  those  predirtions  borne  out? 
Not  by  facts,  for  they  proved  the  contrary. 
When  on  this  subject  before,  he  showed  that, 
instead  of  the  frightful  consequences  predicted  by 
the  opponents  of  the  bill,  and  by  none  more  stren- 
uously than  the  honorable  gentleman  opposite 
[Mr.  McDcFFiE,]  the  revenue  rapidly  and  stead- 
ily increased;  and  in  showing  that  fact,  he  gave 
inductive  reasons  for  it,  furnished  by  custom- 
house books,  and  other  obvious  sources  of  infer- 
ence. Then  came  the  decline  of  commerce;  but 
where  was  the  evidence  ?  Who  complains  of  this 
decline.'  Not  those  engaged  in  commerce;  they 
seemed  satisfied,  But  if  he  had  not  stated  it  be- 
fore, he  would  then.  Commerce,  instead  of  de- 
clining, was  on  the  increase.  Inword  freights 
had  increased  thirty  per  cent.;  vessels  were  in 
greater  demand.  Those  were  facts,  and  notspec- 
ulations — facts  borne  out  by  reference  to  custom- 
house books,  which  proved  there  was  no  decline, 
but  an  increase  of  revenue.  Our  internal  com- 
merce hasincreased;  business  has  become  active, 
coast  trade  has  become  better,  and  vessels  for  it 
are  in  greater  demand.  Now,  from  those  facta, 
the  writers  on  political  economy,  from  whose 
books  the  honorable  Senator  has  taken  his  views 
on  the  subject,  woufd  draw  the  inference  that  the 
revenue  had  declined,  and  that  nothing  could  save 
us  from  national  bankruptcy.  As  to  tbe  South, 
has  the  tariff  occasioned  there  a  depression  of  the 
price  of  produce  ?  The  answer  is,  certainly  not. 
On  the  contrary,  prices  have  largely  risen.  In 
stating  these  facts,  he  adhered  to  inductive  rea- 
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Boning,  and  not  to  the  incorrect  doctrine  of  ele- 
mentary truth,  which  would  lead  the  honorable 
Senator  [Mr.  McDcrFiE]  to  say:  "  I  do  not  dis- 
pute those  facta;  but  such  or  auch  a  writer  saya 
that  the  policy  of  a  protective  tariff,  or  any  sim- 
ilar policy,  must  be  followed  by  all  those  evils 
whicn  were  prophesied  by  its  opponents  for  the 
act  of  1843;  ana,  consequently,  no  matter  how 
experience  has  taught  us  otherwise,  yet  it  is  there 
set  forth  as  elementary  truth;  and,  as  such,  we 
are  bound  to  believe  and  act  accordingly."  Ac- 
cording, then,  to  books,  we  must  suppose  that  all 
our  prices  have  decreased. 

Mr.  McDUFFlEsaid  the  sentleman  was  mis- 
taken. His  statement  was,  tnat  according  to  the 
increased  demand  abroad,  prices  would  diminish. 

Mr.  EVANS  said  he  was  then  alluding  to  the 
honorable  Senator's  first  speech.  He  would  come 
to  the  second  before  he  finished. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  said  Mr.  E.  ascribed  to  the 
act  of  1842  what  he  ascribed  to  the  working  of 
the  system  for  twenty  years. 

Mr.  EVANS  said  the  act  of  1842  was  the  sub- 
ject of  discussion.  U  was  part  of  the  system; 
and  he  supposed  the  argument  drawn  from  its 
workings  was  equally  applicable  to  the  whole. 
All  our  experience,  from  the  first  introduction  of 
protective  duties,  shows  them  not  to  be  produc- 
tive of  decrease  of  revenue,  or  destruction  of 
commerce,  of  augmentation  of  the  prices  of  arti- 
cles imported  from  foreign  countries,  or  depres- 
sion of  prices  of  article*  sent  to  foreign  coun- 
tries for  sale.  When  a  long  course  of  observation 
and  experience  shows  one  event  to  be  folio  wed  by 
another,  we  may  conclude,  especially  when  be- 
forehand predicted,  that  when  the  first  happens, 
the  second  will  follow  in  its  train.  Now,  he 
would  ask  the  honorable  Senator  if,  during  the 
last  sixteen  years,  whenever  the  tarilT  was  agi- 
tated, either  m  Oongiess  or  before  the  people,  it 
had  not  been  advanced  in  its  favor  that  it  would 
go  to  the  increase  of  both  revenue  and  commerce? 
and  if,  on  the  other  side,  it  was  not  invariably 
met  with  denunciations  of  what  the  honorable 
Senator  not  only  predicts  but  asserts — destruction 
of  revenue  and  commerce,  increase  of  prices,  and 
national  bankruptcy  ?  But  have  the  results  veri- 
fied those  prophecies.'  He  need  not  say  they 
proved  the  contrary.  The  act  of  1828  (as  it  was 
termed  by  the  honorable  Senator,  the  bill  of 
abominations)  Waa  met  by  the  most  vehement 
denunciations,  as  calculated  for  the  destruction 
of  revenue  and  commerce,  and  certain  to  be  pro- 
ductive of  direct  taxation.  But  how  was  that 
bill  described  by  the  late  colleague  of  the  honor- 
able Senator  from  Soiith  Carolina,  whose  hostil- 
ity to  it  was  well  known?  He  argued  that  it 
provided  for  the  destruction  of  the  country;  and 
that  it  did  so  he  went  on  to  prove,  by  showing 
that  it  paid  olT  the  publicdcbt,  filled  the  Treasury 
to  overflowing,  and  enabled  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  and  other  local  banks,  to  give  a  stim- 
ulus to  over-production,  which  led  to  the  revul- 
sion of  1636  and  1837,  and  the  distress  which 
followed.  Now,  if  experience  proved  that  the 
bill  of  1838  filled  the  Treasury,  increased  com- 
merce, and  caused  the  rapid  progress  of  wealth 
and  business,  he  thought  the  elementary  truths 
brought  .to  bear  in  opposition  would  have  but 
little  effect  on  public  opinion.  With  this  expe- 
rience, he  would  ask  any  unprejudiced  mind  if 
the  policy  of  the  act  of  ISti  was  not  sounder  than 
any  elementary  truths  that  could  be  ofiTered  in 
opposition  ? 

He  would  now  ask,  what  was  the  state  of  the 
country  previous  to  the  year  1824?  Why,  with 
all  our  immense  imports  and  seeming  national 
prosperity.  Government  was  forced  to  boi-row 
money  to  go  on;  business  declined;  the  shipping 
interest  was  neglected;  and  the  country  was  going 
rapidly  into  ruin;  but  after  1824,  the  protective 
system  gave  a  new  impulse  to  trade;  business  re- 
vived; and  after  1828  things  wore  stiU  a  better 
aspect,  and  continued  to  do  so  until  the  compro- 
mise act  reached  its  lowest  point  iif  duty;  then 
came  another  change;  foreign  articles  increased, 
while  the  home  fabric  decreiysed  in  price;  there 
was  no  revenue;  commerce  declineid,  and  the 
country  was  compelled  to  resort  to  loans  to  enable 
Government  to  carry  on  its  operation..  He  might 
go  back  to  the  year  1789,  and  from  that  to  the 
present  he  would  be  enabled  to  show  the  same 
causes  producing  the  sameeSeci — the  lowest  rates 
of  duties  injurious  to  revenue,  commerce,  and  the 


general  good  of  the  country;  and  the  highest  pro- 
ductive of  directly  opposite  results. 

The  honorable  Senator  will  say  all  this  ia  in 
opposition  to  elementary  principles^  and  is  not 
laid  down  by  Adam  Smith;  it  does  not  reach  the 
conclusion  which  he  reached  three  quarters  of  a 
century  back,  and  which,  as  he  declared  it  true 
then,  must  be  true  forever.     In  mathematics  and 

feometry,  a  truth  once  attained  is  a  truth  forever; 
ut  in  moral  philosophy  it  is  onite  different.  A 
true  line  of  action  to-day  may  be  changed  by  to- 
morrow by  causes  springing  up  in  the  interim. 
What  in  tne  time  of  Adam  Smith  may  have  been 
admitted  as  truth,  experience  since  'may  have 
proved  not  well  established.  Since  then,  what 
tiBs  been  the  history  of  the,  world  ?  Manufactures 
have  improved,  and  steam,  the  great  agent,  was 
then  unknown;  arid  so  little  was  thought  of  any 
benefit  to  be  derived  from  manufactures,  that 
Adam  Smith  himself  expressly  recommended  this 
country  (then  colonies)  to  make  agriculture  their 
pursuit,  and  not  to  think  of  manufactures.  The 
very  article  on  which  the  honorable  Senator  seems 
to  set  so  much  value,  was  not  then  known  as  an 
article  of  produce;  it  is  since  that  period  cotton 
has  become  a  staple  of  the  country.  The  views 
of  Adam  Smith  were  not  entitled  to  the  fullest 
credit. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  said  that  Adam  Smith's  pol- 
icy was  never  questioned  except  in  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  EVANS  believed  it  was  questioned  in 
France  and  Germany;  but,  however,.that  was  of 
little  consequence.  Adam  Smith,  and  all  those 
writers  on  political  economy,  on  whom  the  hon- 
orable Senator  relied  so  much,  were  subjects  of 
Britain,  from  whence  we  received  their  doctrines 
like  their  fabrics — too  much  of  both.  Their  doc- 
trines were,  no  doubt,  very  favorable  to  theirown 
manufactures,  and  just  in  proportion  averse  to 
the  manufacturing  interests  of  every  other  coun- 
try. He  thou<;ht  the  advice  of  such  men  as 
Franklin  and  Washington  far  preferable  to  the 
doctrines  or  views  of  Adam  Smith. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE.    Franklin  is  against  yoa. 

Mr.  EVANS  said  he  thought  not.  Franklin 
told  them  to  "  goto  manufactures  and  build  them- 
selves up  a  nation;"  and  General  Washington 
gave  similar  advice.  Mr.  E.  then  went  on  to 
show  Oiat  Mr.  McDdffie  was  in  error,  in  sup- 
posing him  to  say  that  Congress  could  legislate 
poverty  out  of  the  country.  He  said  no  such 
thing;  but  he  said  that  if  there  was  any  legislation 
on  it,  it  should  go  to  provide  suitable  employ- 
ment, fording  reasonable  remuneration  to  those 
in  want;  and,  by  doing  so,  add  to  the  wealth, 
competency,  and  comfort  of  the  country.  This 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  said  could  not 
be  done;  that  any  auch  attempt  would  be  only 
transferring  wealth  from  the  pocket  of  one  to  an- 
other; but  if  so,  and  that  it  went  to  transfer  the 
gold  and  silver  of  a  foreign  country  into  our  own, 
he,  for  one,  eould  see  no  objection  to  it.  He  then 
went  on  t<  review  the  naval  law  of  England, 
showing  how,  by  its  protective  policy,  it  raised 
that  country  in  the  course  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  years  from  being  one  of  the  most  trifling 
maritime  powera,  to  the  rank  she  now  holds 
among  nations  as  mistress  of  the  seas.  That  pro- 
tective policy  gave  employment  to  countless  thou- 
sands, and  m  the  above  space  increased  the  ton- 
nage of  England  from  half  a  million  to  nearly 
four  million  tons  burden.  He  further  illustrated 
tile  advantages  of  the  protective  system  by  enter- 
ing into  a  history  of  the  sugar  trade  in  Louisiana; 
he  argued  that  it  increased  the  riches  of  all  con- 
cerned in  it — increased  commerce,  built  up  navies, 
and  was  to  the  honorable  Senator  from  South 
Carolina  a  direct  benefit,  inasmuch  as  it  dimin- 
ished the  rivalship  in  cotton.  Again  he  would 
ask  what  injury  railroads,  the  fruits  of  protective 
legislation,  did  to  any  one.  The  answer  would 
be,  none.  On  the  contrary,  the  country  through 
which  those  roads  passed  became  benefited,  farm 
produce  increased  in  value,  new  markets  were 
opened,  and  the  facilities  for  transportation  gave 
a  stimulus  to  the  producer,  which  resulted  in  the 
doubling  of  his  produce,  and  consequently  of  his 
wealth. 

As  to  the  honorable  Senator'saccusation  of  his 
having  said  that  it  was  best  to  buy  dear  and  sell 
cheap,  he  wholly  denied  it.  He  never  advanced 
such  a  doctrine;  he  thought  about  this  buying 
cheap  there  was  a  great  delusion;  bis  idea  of 


buyine  cheap  was  the  obtaining  the  moat  of  an- 
other's industry  for  the  least  of  his  own.  If  the 
protective  duties  were  or  could  be  productive  of 
the  evils  laid  to  their  charge,  he  maintained  thai 
the  current  of  trade  would  ruin  an  article  free  of 
daty,  such  as  linen,  silks,  &c.;bot  such  was  not 
the  case.  Suppose  two  vessels,  freighted  with 
cotton,  and  dispatched  to  Liverpool;  arriving 
there,  their  cargoes  are  sold;  one  returns,  laden 
with  dutiable  articles,  the  other  with  articles  free 
of  duty;  both  are  brought  into  market:  will ,  thin, 
the  owner  of  the  dutiable  articles  beworseoff  by 
the  amount  paid  for  duties  than  he  who  has  im- 
ported articles  wholly  free  ?  By  no  means;  one 
IS  as  well  off  as  the  other;  and  if  it  were  not  so, 
the  trade,  as  being  most  profitable,  would  at  once 
be  confined  to  articles  free  of  duty. 

When  he  had,  on  a  former  occasion, stated  tliat 
the  usual  effect  of  an  increase  of  duties  was  act 
alone  to  reduce  prices  here,  bat  abroad,  it  was 
upon  general  principles  he  grounded  his  argu- 
ment, and  particularly  in  reference  to  articles 
commonly  iiAported ;  but  it  was  evident  this  did 
not  apply  to  articles  not  required  by  as,  or  raised 
by  foreign  countries  as  articles  of  export  to  this 
country;  auch  as  potatoes,  grain,  pork,  beef,  but- 
ter, dtc.  The  price  of  such  articles  could  not  be 
affected  either  here  or  in  foreign  countries  by  any 
duty  we  could  impose;  because  we  have  enough 
of  these  things  for  our  own  consumption;  and 
they  are  not  looked  to  by  foreign  countries  as  iir- 
tvcles  to  be  exported  by  them  to  this  country.  He, 
therefore,  maintained  that  the  arguments  of  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina  had  not  shaken  bis 
position,  that  duties  on  *  rticles  of  genera]  im- 
portation reduced  prices  both  here  and  at  the 
place  of  foreign  manufacture:  He  referred  to  the 
doctrines  of  political  economy  in  support  of  this 
position;  ana  also  in  stipport  of  another,  namely: 
that  a  duty  on  imports  falls  partly  on  the  manu- 
facturer of  the  article  taxed,  ana  partly  on  the 
intermediate  dealers,  and  finally  on  the  consumer, 
but  not  wholly  on  either.  E^ch  has  to  pay  a  por- 
tion of  the  duty ;  the  former  by  a  sacrifice  of  prof- 
its. 

Then,  with  regard  to  the  Senator's  astonish- 
ment at  the  idea  that,  to  exclude  from  competi- 
tion an  additional  supply  has  the  effect  of  lower- 
ing prices,  it  was  plain  that,  if  the  subject  was 
fully  investigated,  it  would  turn  out  that  there 
was  nothins  strange  in  itatall;  for  the  home  man- 
ufacturers, having  security  in  the  market,  woold 
extend  their  business;  more  capitalists  would  go 
into  it;  a  greater  quantity  would  be  prodiieea; 
more  skill  brought  into  competition,  and  the  restilt 
must  be  lower  prices.  And  besides  all  this,  cheap- 
ness did  not  depend  on  the  mere  nominal  money 
price,  but  on  the  exchangeable  value.  If  the  price 
remained  nominally  the  same,  yet  the  consumets 
were  so  much  improved  in  their  ability  to  con- 
sume, by  the  protective  system,  they  would  find 
what  they  had  to  buy  in  exchange  for  the  prod- 
ucts of  their  improved  industry  cheaper  than  when 
they  had  less  means  to  buy.  As  an  instance^he 
supposed  a  man  had  a  bushel  of  wheat  which  be 
wanted  to  exchange  for  a  shovel;  and  he  went  to 
the  importer  of  Birmingham  shovels  and  asked 
him  the  price,  'fhe  importer  says  ninety  cenU. 
The  farmer  then  goes  to  a  merchant  wno  sells 
home-made  shovels  as  good  in  every  respeet,but 
oaks  one  dollar  for  his  shovel.  He  returns  to  Ik* 
importer  and  says,  I  have  not  money,  but  I  bate 
a  bushel  of  wheat  which  I  will  exchange  with 
you.  The  importer  replie*,  I  must  have  money 
for  my  shovel;  but,  if  I  am  obliged  to  take  yooi 
wheat  in  exchange,  all  I  can  allow  yon  for  it  i» 
seventy-five  cents,  and  you  will  consequently  have 
to  pay  me  fifteen  cents  in  addition.  The  fanner 
does  not  approve  of  this,  and  goes  to  the  mer- 
chant who  has  the  home-made  shovel.  He  tells 
him  that  he  has  no  objection  to  the  price  of  the 
■hovel,  if  bis  bushel  of  wheat  will  be  taken  in  ex- 
change at  the  same  price,  one  dollar.  The  mer- 
chant at  once  agrees  to  the  exchange.  Now,  is 
not  the  shovel  cheaper  to  the  farmer  by  fifteen 
cents,  than  that  which  nominally  was  priced  at 
only  ninety  cent*  instead  of  one  dollar.  Thi* 
went  to  show  that  it  was  the  facility  of  excham 
and  exchangeable  value,  that  should  be  consid- 
ered, and  not  the  nominal  price. 

Mr.  E.  next  went  into  a  recapitulation  of  w*  , 
former  arguments  with  regard  to  the  idea  that  the 
exchange  of  exports  for  import*  w«s  a  mere  tx- 
change  of  oar  labor  for  bo  much  of  the  labor  of 
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another  couiitry.  He  maintained,  that  eren  bf 
the  admission  of  Adam  Smith,  this  never  could 
be  an  equal  exchange,  as  it  was  laid  down  in  his 
book  on  political  economy  that  a  country  ex- 
'  cbangingitsraw  productions  Tor  themaniifactared 
fabric,  gare  a  large  amount  of  home  labor  in  ex- 
change for  a  very  small  proportion  of  foreign 
labor.  Hence  he  argued  that  it  was  always  a  dis- 
advantageous exchange  for  the  exporting  coun- 
try, t/vt.  E.  next  touched  on  the  supposed  ad- 
vantages of  dividing  this  country  into  three  sep- 
arate confederations,  as  imagined  by  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina,  to  be  most  advantageous  to 
their  respective  productions— the  southern  and 
exporting  Slates  forming  one  confederation,  the 
western  and  agricul  lural  Stales  the  second ,  and  the 
northern  and  manufacturingStateslhc  third.  The 
Seiiator  had  imagined  this  to  be  the  most  natural 
division,  because  the  industry  of  each  confeder- 
ation would  be  homogeneooB.  Now,  so  far  from 
believing  that  the  framers  of  the  Constitution,  or 
the  convention  at  Annapolis,  dreaded  the  diver- 
sity of  interests  which  must  prevaif  in  a  confed- 
eration of  States  differinie;  so  much  in  climate, soil, 
and  indigenous  productions,  he  could  aliow,  from 
Mr.  Madison's  writings,  (which  he  quoted,)  that 
tbev  considered  this  very  diversity  the  element 
of  harmony  and  bond  of  union,  inasmuch  as  it 
rendered  the  whole,  as  a  nation,  independent  of 
other  nations,  and  created  a  dependency  of  in- 
terests among  the  States  one  upon  another.  He 
considered  no  country  capable  of  sustaining  itself 
when  it  had  but  one  source  of  industry;  and  re- 
ferred to  the  elements  of  the  prosperity  of  Eng- 
land as  proof  that  her  diversity  of  interest  had 
contributed  to  her  eminence.  She  had  her  man- 
ufacturing interests,  her  marine  interests,  (the 
largest  in  the  world,)  and  her  a|;ricullursl  inter- 
ests, paramount  to  all,  to  sustain;  and  this  she 
did  by  a  judicious  and  timely  proleriion  of  all. 
He  argued  that  hot  one  of  the  three  distinct  con- 
federations imagined  by  ihe  Senator  from  South 
Carolina,  could,  for  any  length  of  time,  maintain 
Haelfon  the  strength  or  iia  isolated  homogeneous 
interests. 

In  support  of  the  doctrine  of  protection,  lieal- 
Inded  to  the  history  of  the  navigation  act  passed 
in  England  in  1650,  at  the  time  that  Holland  was 
the  chief  commercial  Slate  of  Europe,  and  the 
•hipping  of  England  was  inconsiderable  and  un- 
able to  keep  the  seas  against  Holland.  In  forty 
jrearaa  change  came;  the  navigation  of  England, 
in  consequence  of  the  protective  act,  ascending 
rapidly,  and  that  of  Holland  sinking;  and  so  it 
continued  till  the  foreign  commerce  of  Holland 
became  extinguished,  and  that  of  England  pro- 
gressed until  It  readied  its  preseftt  preimiiience. 

With  respect  to  the  difference  of  prnfiia  on  cap- 
ital in  the  South  and  in  the  North,  Mr.  E  main- 
tained that  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  did 
not  place  the  two  sections  on  an  equal  fnoting  in 
his  argument.  For  instance:  when  he  nitribulcd 
to  southern  capital  a  profit  or  dividend  of  only 
five  per  cent.,  be  took,  as  that  capital  not  only  ihe 
investment  in  lands,  but  that  in  slaves  whose  la- 
bor produced  the  cotton  of  the  South.  Now,  if 
the  labor  of  the  North  betaken  as  part  of  the 
manufacturing  capital,  and  the  dividends  struck 
in  the  same  manner  as  in  the  South;  or,  if  the 
capital  in  labor,  with  regard  to  both,  be  disre- 
garded, it  will  be  found  that  the  planter's  divi- 
dends are  as  large  as  those  of  tbe  manufacturer. 
But  if  the  southern  planter  chooses  to  embark  in 
a  business,  the  labor  of  which  has  not  only  to 
prtMlaee  the  cotton  for  him,  but  in  addition  to 
produce  sustenance  for  itself,  sustenance  for  two 
linha  more,  unemployed,  it  was  unreasonable  of 
him  to  expect  as  much  profit  as  those  who  main- 
tained none  but  productive  labor  of  a  less  expen- 
sive character. 

Mr.  E.  referred  to  Professor  Tucker's  new 
work  on  the  comparative  industry  of  different 
■eetions  of  the  Union,  with  a  view  of  showing 
that  the  slave  property  in  the  slave  States,  had 
Dot  only  t6  sustain  itself,  but  two  fifths  of  the 
•lave  population  unemployed,  such  ss  helpless 
pien,  women,  and  children.  But,  hy  that  work, 
it  appeared  that  the  productive  industry  of  South 
Carolina  was,  ^«r  fpUn,  eighty-seven  dollars 
each,  (free  peraons,  including  slaves,  fifty-two 
dollars,)  and  of  New  England,  only  eighty-four 
dollars.  Some  of  the  southern  States  ran  up  to 
•100,  1110,  |1S0,  tiao.  In  the  western  Slates, 
■ueh  oa  Indiana,  the  rate,  per  eopUs,  was  bat 


forty-four  dollars.  This,  however,  proved  noth- 
ing but  that  the  people  of  the  western  agricultural 
Slates  could  do  wuh  less  capital,  which  counted, 
for  the  most  part,  in  labor;  whereas  the  people 
of  the  manufacturing  States  had  capital  largely 
invested,  the  interest  of  which  they  had  to  earn, 
as  well  as  their  own  subsistence.  After  a  variety 
of  arguments  in  answer  to  the  several  topics  of 
the  bpeech  last  made  by  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina,  Mr.  E.  not  appearing  to  have  time  to 
conclude  (four  o'clock  having  arrived)  gave  way 
for  a  motion  to  adjourn. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MOREHEAD,  tbe  Senate 
adjourned.' 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
MoMOAT,  Februani  5,  1844. 

The  Journal  having  been  read, 

The  SPEAKER  announced  that  the  first  busi- 
ness in  order  was  tlie  call  on  the  States  fur  pcli-  ; 
tions.  I 

Mr,  VATJCE  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  for 
the  purpose  of  receiving  such  reports  from  the 
standing  committees  as  would  not  lead  lo  debate. 
This  course,  he  lliotiglil,  would  expedite  the  bus- 
iness of  Ihe  House. 

The  molion  was  rejected. 

FUGITIVES  FROM  JUSTICE. 

Mr.  LEVY  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  so  as 
lo  enable  liim  lo  offer  the  resolution  which  be 
unsuccesifully  presented  on  Saturday,  for  re- 
scinding the  tenth  article  of  tijc  British  treaty, 
providing  fbr  the  delivery  of  fugitives  from  ju*'- 
tice.  He  hoped  the  House  would,  from  the  im- 
piirlance  of  the  subject,  excuse  him  for  pressing 
It  on  their  attention;  and  he  only  asked  them  to 
suspend  the  rules  for  one  hour. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR  calUd  for  the  reading  of  the 
resolution. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Illinois,  hoped  the  gentleman 
would  not  ask  for  ai  much  as  one  hour  for  intro- 
dueing  hisi  resniuiion. 

Mr.  LEVY  would  state  the  reasons  for  asking 
an  hour  for  the  cnnsideraiion  of  the  resolution. 
It  was  based  on  circuinriances  which  required 
explnnittion  on  his  pnrt,  and  it  might  be  neces- 
sary for  some  uddilionul  explanations  to  l>e  made 
by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Allaii's,  or  some  other  gcnllemnn. 

On  taking  the  question,  the  motion  was  re- 
jected. 

PETITIONS. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  the  reception  of 
petitions  was  the  order  of  the  day;  and  the  first 
question  before  thi^IIoiise  was  the  motion  of  the 
genileman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  WelleuJ  lo  lay  on 
the  table  the  qneetiun  of  the  recepiion  of  the  |>e- 
tition  presented  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  [.\1r.  Bgardslet,]  praying  for  the  repeal 
of  the  act  of  1793,  providing  for  the  mrest  of 
fugitives  from  jumice,  and  fugitives  from  labor. 

Mr.  BE.ARUSLEY  observed  thiii  at  this  peti- 
tion seemed  to  have  created  some  cxcilcineiit,  he 
wished  lo  have  a  fair  oxpressioh  of  ihe  opinion  of 
the  House  in  relation  to  it,  by  sending  it  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  ;uiid  in  nijer  lo  linvc 
a  full  vole  on  that  question,  he  moved  tlml  there 
be  a  Call  of  the  House. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  motion  for  a 
call  of  tlie  House  rejected. 

Mr.  TIBBATTS  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
petition;  and  ii  was  read. 

Mr.  BEARD8LEY  desired  to  know  the  effect 
of  laying  the  question  of  recepiion  on  the  table. 
Would  the  petition  be  then  received  ? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  if  the  motion 
prevailed,  the  petition  would  not  be  received. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  colled  through 
by  the  Clerk. 

Mr.  BIDLACK  said  that  since  he  gave  his 
vote  he  had  read  the  pctiiion,  and  had  therefore 
come  10  the  conclusion  that  it  was  wantonly,  de- 
signedly insulting  to  a  large  portion  of  this  Union. 
He  now  wished  to  change  his  vote;  and  voted 
aye. 

Mr.  B.'s  vote  was  so  recorded. 

The  SPEAKER  snnounced  that  the  question 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  97,  nays  70; 
as  follows: 

YEAS  —  Me«r>r>.  AikinMn,  Darringer,  Beber,  Bidtack, 
Jama*  Black,  Jnineii  A.  Black,  BiRckwull,  Bomier,  Bower, 
BoVvlin,  Boyd,  Miltou  Brown,  Wllliani  J.  Brown,  Borte,  i 


Burt,  Caldwell,  Campbell,  ftoaban  Cbapmsn,  Augustoa  A. 
Cliapiiian,  Cliappcll,  Cliilinn,  Clingniaa,  Clinlna,  Vobi, 
Colei ,  Cullom.  Daniel,  Garrett  Davis,  John  \V.  Davii,  De- 
berry,  Di-llei,  Donglu,  Dmin(milc,  Duncan,  Glmar,  Far- 
lee,  Ficklin,  Frcncli,  Gilmer,  Glider,  Hainnieu,  Ilnnilaon, 
Hnpkinfl,  Hnastnn,  Hubard,  Ilaglien,  Chnrles  J.  InKentol), 
Cive  Jolinaon,  Andrew  Jolmaon,  Oenr^e  W.  Jone*,  Ken- 
nedy,- Freslon  Kin^,  Lnbrnnclie,  Lenuurd,  Lewis,  Lucas, 
Lumpkin,  MeCaudlen,  Maclay,  MrClernaiid,  McCiinnelt, 
McDowell,  Mathews,  Moore,  Murphy,  Norris,  Payne,  Pey- 
ton, Emery  D.  Potter,  Ilnthbun,  Dn'vid  8.  Ueid,  Hedlni;, 
Kell'e,  Bluer,  Russell,  At.  John,  Saunders,  I'lmmns  II.  Sey- 
mour, Simpson,  Slidell,  John  T.  riniith,  Tliomns  8milli, 
Robert  Smith,  ^teenrod,  Stephens,  John  Stew.nn,  Stiles, 
Smne,  Str'>nK,  Tnvlor.  Thothnnson,  Thnmpiton,  Tibbaus, 
Tucker,  Weller,  VVoodwanI,  nnd  Yost— 97. 

NAYS— Metisrs.  Adams,  Baker,  Rarnard,  Beard8tey,Be»- 
ton,  Brodhead,  Jeremiah  llrown,  Rutfin]{tr>n,  Cnrrmil,  Cat- 
tin,  Collanier,  Crons'lon,  Dnna,  Richard  D.  Daviit,  Dickey, 
Dilliit!;hRiti,  Dunl.np,  Fi.^h,  Florence,  Frick,Gidflln!rs,  Grin- 
nell,  Ilnie,  Ilninlin.  tlnrdin,  Harper,  Henley,  llerrick,  Hud- 
son, Waslihi^on  Hunt,  Jomes  R.  Hunt,  Josepli  R.  Jnser- 
soll.  Irvin.  Jcnks,  Perlry  U.  Jnhnffoii,  Daniel  P.  Kinp,  Kirk- 
pnlriek,  McClelhind,  Mcllv.iiite,  Mnrsli,  Eilwnrd  J.  Mnrri.^, 
Morse,  Mo"eley,  Nes,  Pnttrr.<on,  Eli^'ha  R.  Potter,  Purdy, 
Ramsey,  Charles  M.  Reed,  Rohinson,  Rockwell,  Boffers, 
Hemple,  Schenck,  Sererance,  David  I..  Seymour,  Albert 
Siiiitb,  Caleb  B.  Smith,  Stetson,  Sykes,  Tilden.  Tyler, 
Vance.  Viinnieter,  Vinton,  Wlieaum,  White,  Williani;*, 
aad  Winilirop — 70. 

So  the  question  of  reception  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY  presented  a  petition  from 
sundry  citizens  of  New  York,  praying  for  na 
amendment  of  the  Constitution  so  as  to  effect  the 
abolition  of  slavery  in  the  southern  States. 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that  this  petition  car.ie 
within  the  rule  prohibiting  the  reception  of  abo- 
lition petitions;  and  it  was  il^eforc  not  received. 

Mr.  BE.ARDSLEY  presented  a  petition  from 
sundry  citizens  of  New  York,  praying  for  the 
repeal  of  the  Stst  rule;  Which  was  IomI  on  the 
table. 

Petitions  were  also  presented  from  the  State  nt 
Nc*  York,  by  Mcssr.s.  SEYMOUR,  DANA, 
and  FISH. 

Mr.  HUNT  presented  a  petition  praying  tjint 
the  oi'dinancc  of  1787,  which  prohibits  the  exist- 
ence of  slavery  in  the  Northwestern  Territory  of 
the  United  States,  maf  be  extended  over  all  the 
Territories  of  the  United  States  lying  wes.t  of  the 
Alissiasippi  river. 

The  SPEAKER  was  of  opininrf  that  this  peti- 
tion did  not  come  within  the  rule. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  inquired  if  it  did  not  pray 
fur  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  all  our  Territories 
west  of  the  Missiasi|>|>i  river,  nnd  consequently 
in  our  Territory  of  Texas.  He  raised  the  ques- 
tion of  reception;  but,  after  some  conversation, 
withdrew  it,  tikat  the  vote  might  be  taken  on  a 
motion  made  by  Mr.  PAYNE,  to  lay  tbe  petition 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  HUDSON  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  PAYNE  withdrew  his  moiion;  after  some 
conversation,  in  which  several  members  took 
part. 

iMr.  BRODHEAD  renewed  it;  and  the  yeas 
nnd  nays  were  ordered;  and  being  taken,  result- 
ed— yeas  118,  nays  56;  as  follows: 

YE.\S— Mesars.  Anderson,  Avhe,  Atkinson,  Barriajer, 
Pel.-er,  Beulon.  Bidlnek.  Jame:4  Ulnck,  James  A.  BInck, 
Rluekvvetl,  IJo:«Kier,  Uowcr,  Uoh  tin,  Ut^'d,  Jiicob  llrinker- 
lioir,  Hriidiieiid,  A»ron  V.  llrown.  Miiion  Brown,  Wilti.im 
J.  Brown,  Burke,  Cahlwrll,  Clmpbell,  Reuben  Chapman, 
Ausu^liis  A.  Chapinnn.Clmppell,  l^hillon,  Cliityman,  Clin. 
Km,  Cobti,  Coles,  Cross,  Cullwu,  Dana,  Diiiiiel,  Garrett 
David.  John  W.  Davis,  De.in,  Deberry,  Dellei,  Doujtlaj, 
Droiii2oole,  E'incr,  Farlee,  Foster,  French,  Gilmer,  Grider, 
llale.  llninmell,IIarali<on,  Henley,  Holmes,  Hotniton.  Ihlh- 
ard,  Hubbirll.  Ilui^ies,  Iluugerlbn),  James  U.  Hunl.Ch.itlea 
J.  luger»oll.  Cave  Johnson,  Andrew  Johnson,  Georiet?  W. 
Junes,  Kcnnetly,  Preston  King,  Kirkpatrick,  Labmnelie, 
Leonard,  Lewis,  Lucas,  Lumpkin.  Me(*au!*leii,  Maclay, 
McCleriiand.  McConuell,  Mathews,  J<»seph  Morris,  Mur- 
phy, Norri<,  Owen,  Payne,  Peyton,  Eiiliry  D.  Potler,  Pr.nll, 
Purdy,  Raltibuii,  Rnyner,  David  S.  Reid,  Retting,  RelfG, 
Ritter,  Rohinaon,  Russell.  St.  John,  Snundcrif.  Sinmim, 
SimiisoTi,  Slidell,  Thomas  Hnilth,  Roliert  Smith,  Sleeiirod, 
Sleptieos.  Stetson,  Stiles,  Sione,  Strong,  Summers.  Sykes, 
Tuylor,  Thnmnssmi,  Thompwm.Tiblians,  Tucker,  Weller, 
Wentwnnh,  Wilkins,  Woodward,  Josepli  A.  Wiigbt,  and 
Yost— 116. 

NAYS— .Messn.  Adams,  Baker.  Bamanf,  Bcardsley, Jer- 
emiah Brown,  fiuffingtoii.  C.irroll,  CnUin,  Cranston,  Iticli- 
ard  U.  Davis,  Dickey,  Dillinfliam.'  Dunlap,  Ellis,  Fish, 
Florence,  Frick,  Giddiiiss.  Griiinell,  H:iiDlin,  Hardin.  Har- 
per, Herrick,  nud.-<oii,  Washington  Hunt,  Jo«e|ili  R.  Inger- 
soll,  Irvin,  Jenks,  PcrleyB.  Jnhnmn,  Daniel  P.  Kins,  Me- 
f^lelland.  McDowell,  Mcllva4iie,  Marsh,  Edward  J.  Mr>rris, 
Morse,  Mo.<etpy,  Nes,  Parmenter,  Patterson,  Elislia  It.  Pot- 
ter, Ramsey,  Charles  M.  Reed,  llockwcll,  Itogers,  Sainplc, 
Sclienck.  Severance,  Thomas  H.  Seymour,  Uaviil  L.  Sey- 
mimr,  Albert  Smith,  Caleb  B.  Siiillh,  John  T.  SiniUi,  John 
Stewart,  Tilden,  Tyler.  Vance,  VsunMlsr,  Vlnion,  Wi|. 
liaais,  and  Winibrop — SS. 

So  the  petition  was  laid  on  the  table. 
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Petitions  were  also  presented  by  Messrs-D  ANA, 
BEARDSLEY,  SEYMOUR,  FISH,  HUNT, 
KINO,  ANDERSON,  STETSON,  HUBBELL, 
ELLIS,  CARROLL,  and  PATTERSON. 

Mr.  CATLIN,  on  presenting  certain  petitions, 
■aid  he  had  been  intrusted  with  several  petitions 
upon  a  subject  which  was  considered  by  the  pe- 
titioners to  be  of  great  importance,  not  only  to 
the  Navy,  to  which  they  more  particularly  relat- 
ed, but  to  the  country.  The  petitioners  assert 
that  the  spirit  ration  in  the  Navy  is  the  great  en- 
emy of  seamen,  leading  to  vice  and  intemperate 
habits,  promoting  disease  and  insubordination; 
and  hence  the  necessity  for  so  great  a  number  of 
punishments  in  the  Navy.  They  assert,  more- 
over, that  the  evils  which  proceed  from  the  spirit 
ration  are  not  confined  to  the  seamen  themselves, 
but  that  they  extend  to  their  families,  and  finally 
to  the  whole  Navy,  aflTecting  its  honor  and  its 
usefulness;  and  thus  the  whole  countrv  isafiected 
by  it.  They  assert,  moreover,  that  the  develop- 
ments of  science  and  the  sound  judgment  of  the 
age,  based  upon  (he  experience  of  the  past,  con- 
demns the  use  of  all  intoxicating  liquors  as  a  bev- 
erage, and  pray  that  the  cup  ofpollution  may  no 
longer  be  administered  by  the  hands  vf  the  uov- 
emmeot.  They  prav  that  the  spirit  ration  may 
be  abolished,  and  such  other  beverage  substituted 
OS,  in  the  judgment  of  Congress  may  be  best  cal- 
culated to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  Navy. 
They  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Noral 
AfiTairs. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR  presented  the  petition  of  Al- 
Tin  C.  Goell;  whid),  after  some  debate  as  to  the 
proper  reference,  was  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
tee of  five  members. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  STEWART,  of  Connecti- 
cut, authority  was  given  to  said  committee  to 
•end  for  persons  anapapers. 

Petitions  were  further  presented  from  Rhode 
Island  by  Mr.  CRANSTON;  and 

From  Massachusetts  by  Messrs.  BAKER  and 
ADAMS. 

Mr.  ADAMS  presented  the  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  asking 
for  an  amendment  of  the  Constitution  so  as  to 
exclude  that  portion  of  the  representation  of  the 
•oulbern  States  which  is  based  on  their  slave 
population. 

[These  resolutions  were  presented  on  last  peti- 
tion day  by  Mr.  Adams,  and  the  question  of  re- 
ception being  raised  on  them,  and  giving  rise  to 
debate,  they  were  laid  over.] 

Mr.  BURT  objected  to  the  reception  of  the  res- 
olutions, and  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  debate 
the  question. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that,  debate  arising,  the 
rules  required  the  question  to  go  over. 

Mr.  ADAMS  hoped  the  gentleman  would  de- 
bate the  question  now,  and  let  it  be  decided .  The 
subject  embraced  in  these  resolutions  had  been 
already  referred  to  a  select  committee,  of  which 
be  was  a  member,  on  similar  resolutions,  passed 
at  the  preceding  session  of  the  Massachusetts 
Legislature;  and  it  was  desirable  that  the  com- 
mittee should  present  their  report,  which  they 
could  not  do  until  these  resolutions  were  re- 
ferred. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  it  was  not  in  order 
to  debate  the  question. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  begged  leave  to  su^st  to 
the  gentleman  from  South  'Carolina  to  withdraw 
his  objection,  as  these  resolutions  were  the  same 
aa  those  already  before  the  committee,  and  the 
committee  could  not  report  until  they  were  re- 
ferred. 

Mr.  BURT,  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  observed  that  this  committee  was 
raised  out  of  courtesy  to  the  State  of  Massachu- 
setts; but  it  now  appeared  that  there  was  a  de- 
sign to  make  it  a  standing  committee,  to  serve  as 
a  receptacle  for  all  those  incendiary  petitions  and 
resolutionsjwhich  could  be  manufactured  to  order. 

TheSPEAKERinterrupted  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  and  stated  that  it  was  not  in  order 
to  debate  the  question. 

Some  conversation  ensued,  in  which  Messrs. 
ADAMS.  CAMPBELL,  BLACK,  SAMPLE, 
and  WINTHROP  took  part,  resulting  in  the 
Speaker's  deciding  that  the  question  of  reception 
could  then  be  taken. 

Mr  ADAMS  having  stated,  that  in  presenting 
the  lesolutions,  he  had  called  for  the  decision  of 
that  question. 


The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  called  for  by 
Mr.  Adams,  and  ordered  by  one  fifth  of  the  mem- 
bers present,  were  taken  on  the  question,  Shall 
the  question  of  reception  be  now  considered ;  and 
resulted — yeas  74,  nays  91;  asj'ollows: 

VEAS — MoHn.  Adsnu,  Bakf  r.  Beardaley,  James  Black, 
Bmdhesd,  Jeremiah  Brown,  But^ngtoo,  Burt,  Cary,  Car- 
roll, Callln,  Ctlilton.  Collamer,  Cranston,  Callom,  Garreu 
Davis,  Richard  O.  Davis,  DIckry,  Dunlap,  Ellis,  Elmer, 
Farlee,  Fish,  Florence,  Foster,  Giddlngs,  Gilmer,  Orider, 
Harper,  Herrick,  llubbell,  Hudson,  Washington  Hunt,  Jo- 
seph R.  fn^crsotlj  Irvin,  Jenks,  Pcrlev  B.  Johnson,  Daniel 
P.  King,  Kirkpatnck,  Leonard,  Lyon,  Joseph  Morris,  Morse, 
Moseley,  Nes,  Parmenter,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Pratt,  Piirdy, 
Ramsey,  Charles  M.  Reed,  Rockwell,  Rogers,  Sample, 
8chenck,  Severance,  Thomas  H.  Seymour,  David  L.  Sey- 
mour, Albert  Smith,  Stetson.  Andrew  Stewart,  Sykes, 
Thoraasson,  Tilden,  Tyler,  Vance,  Vanmeter,  Vinton, 
White,  Vrailams,  WUkins,  Winihrop,  Woodward,  and 
William  Wright— 74. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Anderson.  Atkinson,  Darringer,  Belser, 
Beaton,  Bidlack,  Edward  J.  Black,James  A.  Black,  Black- 
well,  Bossier,  Bower,  Bowlin,  Boyd,  William  J.  Brown, 
Burke,  Caldwell,  Campbell,  Reuben  Chapman.  Aufiustus 
A.  Chapman,  Chappelt,  Chilton,  Cobb,  Coles,  Cross,  Dana, 
Daniel,  John  W.Davis,  Dellet,  Douglas,  Dromgoole,  Dun- 
can, Ficktin,  French,  Willis  Oreen,  Byram  Green,  Hale, 
Hamlin,  Hnmmett,  Hamlson,  Henley,  Hopkins,  Houston, 
Hubard,  Hughes,  Runeerrord,  James  B.  Hunt,  Charles  J. 
Ingeisoll,  Jameson,  Cave  Johnson,  Andrew  Johnson, 
George  VV.  Jones,  Kennedy,  Preston  King,  Labranche, 
Lewis,  Lucas,  Lumpkin,  Maclay,  McCau,>len,  McCler- 
nand,  McConnell,  McKay,  Newton,  Norris,  Owen,  Payne, 
Rayner,  David  S.  Beid,  Relfe,  Ritier,  Robinson,  Russell, 
Saunders,  Simpson,  Slidelt,  John  T.  Smith,  Thomas 
Smith,  Robert  Smith, Steenrod,  Stfles,  Stone,  Strong.  Sum- 
mers, Taylor,  Tibbalis,  Tucker,  Weller,Wenlworth,  Whea- 
ton,  Joseph  A.  Wright,  and  Vost— 91. 

So  the  resolutions  were  ;iot  received. 

Mr.  ADAMS  then  proceeded  with  the  present- 
ation of  petitions,  and  laid  before  the  House  a 
great  number  on  a  great  variety  of  subjects. 
Among  others,  there  was  one  from  Elmira,  New 
York,  praying  for  an  amendment  of  the  Consti- 
tution so  as  to  secure  the  extinction  of  slave  rep- 
resentation. 

On  the  question  of  rece'ption,  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  called  for,  and  ordered;  and  being  taken, 
resulted — yeas  73,  nays  75;  «s  follows: 

YEA9 — Messrs.  Adams,  Beardsley,  Benton,  Bidlack, 
James  Black,  Brodhead,  Jeremiah  Brown,  Butnnrton, 
Cary,  Carroll,  Catlln,  Clingman,  Collnnier,  Cranston,  Dana, 
Garreu  Davis,  Richard  D.  Davis,  Dickey,  Uunlap,  Ellis, 
Elmer,  Pish,  Flort^nce,  Foster,  Frick,  Giddings,  Grinnell, 
Hale,  Hardin,  Harper,  tlerrick,  Hubbcll,  Hudson,  Hughes, 
Hungerford,  Washington  Hunt,  James  B.  Hunt,  Joseph  R. 
Ingersoll,  Irvin,  Jenks,  Perley  B.  Johnson,  Daniel  P.  King, 
Kirkpatrick,  Leonard,  Lyon,  Maclay,  McClelland,  Mcll- 
vaine,  Marsh,  Morse,  Moseley,  Ncs.  Elisha  R.  Potter, 
Purdy,  Charles  M.  Reed,  Uitter,  Rockwell,  Rogers,  Sev- 
erance, Thomas  H.  Seymour,  David  L.  Seymour.  Albert 
Smith,  Sykes,  Tyler,  Vance,  Vaniiwter,  Vinton,  VVhenton, 
White,  Williams,  WUkins,  Winthrop,  William  Wrifht, 
and  Yost— 73. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Atkinson,  Barringer,  Belser, Edward  J. 
Black,  James  A.  Black,  Bossier,  Bowlin,  Boyd,  Aaron  V. 
Brown,  William  J.  Brown,  Burke,  Vurt,  Caldwell,  Camp- 
bell, Reuben  Chapman,  Augustus  A.  Chapman,  Chilton, 
Cobb,  Coles,  Cullom,  Deberry,  Dellel,  Dickinson,  Drom- 
goole, Ficklin,  French,  Gilmi^r,  Willis  Green,  Grider, 
Hammett,  Haralson,  Hulmef*,  Hopkins,  Houston,  Hubard, 
Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  Andrew  Johnson,  George  W.  Jones, 
Kennedy,  Preston  King,  Labranche,  Lewis,  Lucas,  Lump- 
kin, McCauslen,McCoimctI, McKay,  Joseph  Morris,  Mur- 
phy, Newton,  Norris,  Owen,  Payne,  Peyton,  Rathbun, 
Rayner,  David  S.  Reid,  RelTc,  Russell,  Saunders,  Simpson, 
Slidelt,  Thomas  Smith,  Robert  Smith,  Steenrod,  Stiles, 
Stone,  Strong,  Summers,  Taylor,  Tliomasaon,  Tibbatts, 
Tucker,  Weller,  and  Woodward— 75. 

So  the  petition  was  not  received. 

Mr.  ADAMS  presented  a  petition,  the  recep- 
tion of  which  was  objected  to,  and  the  yeas  and 
nays  demanded;  upon  seconding  the  demand  for 
the  yeas  and  nays,  there  were — ayes  49,  noes 
53* 

So  the  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

Mr.  HAMMETT  moved  that  the  House  ad- 
journ; which  waa  negatived. 

Mr.  ADAMS  moved  a  call  of  the  House,  and 
upon  this  question  the  yeas  and  nays  were  or- 
dered; and,  being  taken,  resulted — yeas  71,  nays 
89. 

So  the  call  was  negatived. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HOLMES,  the  House  then 
adjourned. 

The  (bllowing  petitions  presented  to-day  weiehsndwl  to 
the  reporters  by  the  members  presenting  litem : 

By  Mr.  OWEN:  The  memorial  of  Wesley  Jones  and 
eighty-six  others,  citizens  of  Orange  county,  Indiana,  ask- 
ing a  grant  of  lands  fur  the  completion  of  Uie  national  thor- 
oughtue  between  the  lakes  and  the  Ohio  by  the  iuiprove- 
ment  of  the  navigation  of  the  Wabash. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Nelly  Hawkins  and  sixty-three  oth- 
ers, citizens  of  Indiana  and  Kentucky,  praying  Congress 
for  a  grant  of  the  unsold  lands  in  the  Vlncennes  land  dis- 
trict, to  complete  the  entire  line  of  canal  ftoin  Lake  Erie 
to  llM  Ohio  river,  at  EvaoaviUe. 


By  Mr.  FICKLIN :  The  petition  of  Solomon  Price  aa4 
tliirty-ihn;e  others,  oitizeos  of  Iltiaoii,,  prkyiog  a  giant  of 
public  lands  for  the  improvement  of  the  Ivsdk'askia  river. 

Also,  the  memortnl  of  Lewis  B.  Jnnrs  and  elshty-tbrctt 
oUiers,  ciiiz.^ns  of  Illinois,  praying  a  grant  of  lands  in^hs 
Waba>h  valley,  for  tlie  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  - 
the  Wabash  river  from  Tcrre  Haute,  the  tcnniuos  of  the 
Waba.ih  and  Erie  canal.  In  the  Ohio  river;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Also,  the  petition  of  S.  6.  Whitky  and  one  hundred  and 
ninety-Dve  otiiers,  citizens  of  the  Stale  of  Illinois,  praying 
the  establishment  of  a  mail  route  from  Lafayette,  in  the 
Suie  of  Indiana,  through  Danville  and  Decatur,  to  Spring- 
Held,  in  tlio  State  of  Illinois ;  which  was  refcmsd  to  ths 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Boads. 

By  Mr.  HALE:  The  petition  of  Thomas  Hadley  and 
forty-live  others,  citizens  of  Balli,  New  Hampshire,  pray- 
ing for  a  reduction  of  postage ;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  ^nd  Post  Roads. 

Also,  the  petition  of  C.  C.  Hutehins  and  twmly.tfra 
oUiers,  citizens  of  Bath,  New  Hampshire,  pmying  fat  a  re- 
duction of  postage ;  which  waa  referred  to  the  Conmittes 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

By  Mr.  HUNT,  of  New  York:  The  pellilm  of  two  kin- 
dred and  eight  citizens  i>f  Lockport,  New  York,  ia  bvDC  of 
the  reduction  of  postage. 

Also,  the  pettUon  of  John  Robinson,  praying  compensa- 
tion for  losices  in  the  late  war  with  England. 

By  Mr.  BRODHEAD :  The  petition  of  James  Linton  and 
seventy  three  others,  citiznna  of  Easton,  Pennsylvania, 
praying  for  the  reduction  of  the  rates  of  postage,  and  a  fv- 
vision  of  the  post  office  laws  ;  also,  the  pcuiinn  of  E.  W. 
Hamlin  and  thirty-four  otlters,  citizens  of  Wayne  county, 
Pennsylvania,  of  a  similar  import ;  which  were  refened  to 
theCnnimittee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

By  Mr.  McCLELLAND :  The  petition  of  Daaning  B- 
Mc  Vair,  for  extra  compensation  as  mail  contractor. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Peters,  Moore  flt  Co.,  for  extra  com- 
pensntion  as  mail  contractore. 

Also,  the  petition  of  F.  J.  R.  Crane  and  oibers,  in  bror 
of  a  reduction  of  the  rates  of  postage.  - 

By  Mr.  TIBBATTS  :  Tlie  petition  of  Henry  King's  ex- 
ecutor, praying  the  passage  of  a  law  for  the  seulement  of 
the  accounts  of  his  testator,  fur  services  as  an  officer  in  the 
revolutionary  war ;  which  waa  referred  to  the  OMumiUee 
on  Revolutionary  Claims. 


IN  SENATE. 
ToESDAT,  Ftbruary  6, 1844. 

Mr.  WHITE  presented  join  tresolutions  adopt- 
ed by  the  Legislature  of  Indiana,  instructing  we 
Senators  and  requesting  the  Representatives  from 
that  State  to  use  their  best  exertions  to  aecnra 
necessary  appropriations  from  the  national  Treas- 
ury, or  to  procure  a  grant  of  land  for  the  purpose 
of  improving  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi, 
Ohio,  and  Wabash  rivers;  which  were  ordered  to 
be  printed,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  os 
Commerce. 

Also,  three  several  joint  resolutions  adopted  by 
the  Legislature  of  Indiana,  instructing  the  Sena- 
ators  and  requesting  the  Representatives  from  that 
Stale  to  vote  as  follows; 

For  a  donation  of  land  sufficient  to  enable  that 
State  to  construct  a  canal  af  the  falls  of  the  Ohio 
river;  which  was  referred  lo  the  Committee  oo 
Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

For  the  passage  of  a  law  reducing  the  rates  of 
postage,  and  to  enable  those  who- transmit  news- 
papers and  pamphlets  by  mail  to  -indorse  their 
names  thereon;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

For  an  appropriation  to  erect  a  light-house  in 
the  harbor  of  City  West,  Indiana;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  three  several  memorials  from  citizens  of 
Indiana,  praying  for  an  appropriation  of  land,  lo 
be  applied  to  the  completion  of  the  Wabash  and 
Erie  canal  to  the  Ohio  river;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
Philadelphia  and  Reading  Railroad  Company, 
asking  the  passage  of  a  law  allowing  them  to  im- 
port, free  of  duly,  railroad  iron  sumcioni  for  the 
completion  of  said  road.  The  memorialists  rep- 
resent that  that  company  was  incorporated  in 
1834;  and  that,  in  1635,  they  commenced  the  work 
and  completed  a  single  track;  .that  a  double  track 
is  indispensably  necessary  for  the  purposes  of 
that  country ;  that  they  were  prevented  from  com- 
pleting the  road  in  the  lime  prescribed  by  lav; 
oy  the  embarrassments  which  occurred  interme- 
diately; that  they  are  willing  to  purchase  the  re- 
quisite amount  of  iron  for  the  completion  of  the 
road  in  this  country,  but  they  find  it  impossible 
to  procure  such  as  will  suit  the  heavy  burdens 
which  are  carried  on  it.  The  memorial  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  presented  a  preamble  and  joint 
resolutions  adopted  by  the  General  Assembly  of 
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Ohio,  instructing  the  Senators  and  requesting  the 
Representatives  from  that  Slate  to  use  their  efforts 
ana  all  the  means  in  their  power  to  elTect  the  pas- 
sage of  a  retrenchment  measure,  reducing  the 
compensation  and  pay  «f  officers  and  agents  un-  | 
der  the  General  Government  at  least  thirty-three 
and  one  third  per  cent,  on  their  present  corapen-  ' 
sation  and  pay;  which  was  read,  ordered  to  be 
printed,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Re-  ; 
trenchmenl. 

Mr.  KING  presented  a  memorial  from  Richard  , 
Stanton  and  others,  of  the  county  and  (own  of 
Alexandria,  representing  that  various  laws  affect-  ' 
ing  their  interests  have  been  proposed  to  Con-  , 
gress,  and  remnastrating  against  their  passage,  > 
except  the  law  requiring  that  one  of  the  judges  of  ; 
the  circuit  court  of  the  District  of  Columbia  shall  ■ 
hereafter  reside  in  the  town  of  Alexandria;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

Mr.  PORTER  presented  a  memorial  from  Da- 
vid Jones  and  Erasiiis  Bailey,  of  Brown  county, 
in  the  Territory  of  Wiaconsjn,  asking  Congress 
to  pass  a  law  confirming  them  in  njoint  preemp- 
tion; witich  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  BERRIEN,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  which  was  referred  a  certain  portion 
of  the  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury on  the  subject,  made  a  further  and  final  re- 
port, accompairied  by  a  bill  to  amend  the  judi- 
ciary act  of  34th  September,  1789.  The  bill  was  \ 
read  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading,  and  the  re-  | 
port  to  be  printed. 

Also,  reported  back,  without  amendment,  the 
bill  to  increase  the  salary.of  the  judge  of  the  dis- 
trict court  of  the  United  States  for  the  eastern, 
western,  and  middle  districts  of  Tennessee. 

Also,  reported  back,  with  an  amendment,  the 
bill  changing  the  time  of  holding  the  court  at 
Clarksburg  and  Wheeling,  in  the  western  dis- 
trict of  Virginia. 

Mr.  WRlGHT.from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
to  which  was  referred  the  petition  and  papcVa  of 
Thomas  M.  Latham,  praying  compensation  for 
services  rendered  as  master  of  the  fishing  sloop 
Marion,  in  assisting  to  take  from  the  ship  Charles 
Whart  n,  stranded  upon  the  bar  at  the  entrance  of 
Tampa  bay,  Florida,  in  the  month  of  December, 
1837,  United  Steles  troops  and  property  belong- 
ing to  the  United  States,  made  a  report,  accom- 
panied by  a  resolution  referring  the  matter  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  with  instructions  to  ascertain 
and  report  to  the  Senate  all  the  facta  in  the  case 
at  the  present  session.  The  report  was  ordered 
to  be  printed . 

Mr.  JARNAGIN,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, made  adverse  reporlain  the  following  cases; 
which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  be 
printed. 

The  petition  of  the  heirs  of  Nicholas  Thomas, 
praying  to  be  allowed  the  amount  of  the  pension 
due  him  for  revolutionary  services. 

The  petition  of  the  widow  of  Benjamin  Coit  fur 
a  pension.  ^ 

The  petition  of  the  widow  of  Abrah.am'GailrSr 
a  soldier  in  the  Revolution,  praying  to  be  alio  wild 
.•pension. 

The  petition  of  Jacob  Olingey  for  a  pension. 

BILL  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  FULTON,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  for 
the  relief  uf  Ephraim  D.  Dickson;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed. 

The  following  resolution,  introduced  by  Mr. 
Atchison  on  Thursday  last,  was  taken  up  and 
agreed  to,  as  follows: 

Rmltd,  Tint  the  President  l>e  reqnefted  to  cause  the 
CoaaiiwioiKr  of  the  Grneral  Land  Uffice  to  inrnrin  the 
ticnite  what  regi5tera  and  receiven  of  Die  land  ofiicc  have 
<uct«d  fees  not  allowed  by  l.iw ;  nlsu,  the  iiameD  of  HUdi 
npvteuand  ruceiverv,  toyuihcr  with  the  amount  of  Tees  ao 
eiaclcd,  aji  far  at  the  name  has  been  asceriained  by  the 
ComiuiKfiioner ;  and  whether  bucIi  tees,  so  illegally  exacted, 
htfe  been  refunditl,  or  ordered  by  Uie  Comuusfiioiier  to  be 
refanded. 

j.'m'laughlin. 

House  bill  for  the  relief  of  J.  McLaughlin  was 
taken  up,  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
•<!«  on  Military  Affairs. 

FINE  ON  GENERAL  JACKSON. 

Mr.  ALLE^  inquired  of  the  Chair  what  was 


the  situation  of  the  bill  restoring  to  General  Jack- 
son the  fine  impoacd  on  him  at  New  Orleans.' 

The  CHAIR  said  the  bill  had  been  reported 
from  the  Judiciary  Committee,  with  an  amend- 
ment; and  that  it  had  been  assigned  to  its  propsr 
place  on  the  penerol  orders. 

Mr.  ALLEN  was  understood  to  say  that  he 
did  not  know  that  there  was  any  particular  reason  i 
for  delaying  action  upon  the  bill.  He  did  not 
think  it  woufd  require  much  time  to  dispose  of 
it,  and  therefore  moved  that  the  previous  orders 
be  postponed,  with  a  view  to  take  it  up  for  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  EVANS  expressed  a  hope  that  the  bill 
would  not  be  taken  up  until  the  sul  jcct  now  be- 
fore the  Senate  (the  tariff)  was  disposed  of. 

Mr.  ALLEN  did  not  understand  that  the  bill 
would  consume  much  of  the  lime  of  the  Senalf . 
lie  suggested  the  propriety  of  speedy  action  upon 
it.  If  it  really  was  a  bill,oiieof  the  main  objects 
of  which  was  to  remove  what  the  illustrious  in- 
dividual to  whom  it  refers  believed  to  be  an  impu- 
tation or  censure  on  his  conduct,  whilst  defending 
his  country,  and  inasmuch  as  he  was  now  in  an 
advanced  stage  of  life,  and  there  was  no  certainty 
of  that  life  being  much  longer  attenuated,  it  was 
of  the  utmost  importance  that  the  bill  should  pass  | 
us  speedily  as  possible,  if  the  Senate  really  de- 
signs to  execute  the  purposes  of  it.  He  had  some 
information, informally ,  that  such  direction  would 
be  given  to  the  bill  as  would  prevent  the  neces- 
sity of  consuming  one  hour  of  the  time  of  the  Sen- 
ate in  its  consideration.  If  such  was  the  fact, 
there  could  be  no  objection  to  proceeding  to  its 
consideration.  Every  hour's  dtluy  was  produc- 
tive of  greater  irijustice  to  him  to  whom  it  was 
iniciidciTln  reiidi^r  justice. 

Mr.  HARROW  suid  he  was  as  well  prepared 
to  vote  on  the  bill  then  as  he  would  be  at  the  last 
day  of  the  session;  but  be  was  opposed  to  taking 
it  up  this  morning,  and  suggestetl  to  the  Senator 
from  Ohio  to  fix  upon  some  day ,  and  make  it  tlic 
special  order  for  that  day. 

Mr.  ALLEN  acquiesced  in  such  a  course;  and 
therefore  moved  to  lake  the  bill  up,  and  make  it 
the  special  order  for  Thursday  next.. 

Mr.  KING  remarked  that  unless  the  subject 
now  pending — ihe  tariff  bill — was  got  through 
with  before  Thursday  next,  the  object  of  the 
Senator  in  making  the  bill  ji  special  ordi'rfor'thnt 
day  would  be  defeated,  for  this  subject  would 
override  it  as  the  unfinished  business.  The  best 
plan  would  be  to  Jeavc  the  bill  in  its  present  con- 
dition; and  it  could  be  called  up  during  the  morn- 
ing hour  of  any  day,  when  there  was  but  little  of 
the  ordinary  morning  business  to  l>c  disposed  of. 

Mr.  ALLEN  had  noobjcciion  to  such  a  course. 
His  object  was  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate 
to  Ihe  subject,  so  as  to  obtain  as  speedy  action  as 

fiossible  upon  it.  He  therefore  would  withdraw 
lis  motion  to  take  the  bill  up;  mid  would  barely 
say  to  the  Senate,  by  way  of  notice,  that  he 
would  move  to  take  it  up  previous  to  one  o'clock 
on  Thursday  next. 

LUNATIC  ASTLUM  IN  THE  DISTRICT. 

The  bill  providing  for  the  insane  asylum  in  the 
£>i8lrict  of  Columbia  came  up  in  order,  the  ques- 
tion being  on  ordering  it  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  said  thdt  the  yeas  and  nays  had 
been  ordered  on  that  question.  He  did  not  in- 
tend to  siiy  anything  more  upon  the  subject  than 
what  he  had  already  said;  but  he  thought  it  time 
to  stop  draining  the  national  Treasury  for  the 
support  of  the  people  of  the  District  of  Columbia  | 
in  all  their  expenses.  He  hoped  the  time  was 
not  far  distaitt  when  there  would  be  a  majority  in 
that  body  satisfied  that  they  had  no  consiiiuiional 
power,  if  not  that  it  was  not  just  and  right,  to 
give  away  the  public  treasure  fur  the  support  of 
the  insane  of  any  cily  in  the  Union. 

Mr.  KING  wasof  the  impression  that  the  sum 
to  be  expended  for  furniture  was  too  extravagant. 
He  called  upon  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  the  District  [Mr.  Milleb]  to  stAte  the  amount 
of  the  proposed  expenditure,  and  the  objects  for 
which  it  is  proposed  to  be  incurred. 

Mr.  MILLER  made  an  explanation,  restating 
the  remarks  he  made  when  the  bill  was  last  up, 
(which  were  published  in  the  Globe  on  Wednes- 
day lust.)  He  showed  that  the  amount  required 
for  furnishing  forty  rooms,  large  and  small,  was 
$3',U00;  and  Uiat  the  whole  amount  required  to 


pay  the  salaries  of  officers  of  every  kind,  and  to 

furnish  provision  and  medicines,  was  (^7,000 

making  in  the  whole  |10,U00.  This  amount,  ho 
said,  was  much  larger  than  would  be  required  for 
the  supportof  the  institution.  An  annual  appro- 
priation not  exceeding  {^,000  was  all  that  would 
be  requireil  hereafter. 

Mr.  KING  inquired  whether  there  was  not  a 
claim  due  for  the  raainlenance  of  the  lunatics  who 
were  authorized  to  be  sent  to  the  Baltimore  insti- 
tution ? 

Mr.  MILLER  remarked  that  there  was  |3,000 
due  the  Baltimore  institution,  for  the  maintenance 
of  lunatics  sent  there  by  order  of  Congress.  It 
required  $3,000  per  annum  for  their  support  there. 
Congress  failed,  at  Ihe  last  session,  to  make  any 
appropriation  for  that  object.  If  the  lunatics  were 
continued  in  Buliimore  till  the  spring,  a  larger 
sum  would  be  required  to  pay  their  expenses. 
The  committee  had  reported  an  amendment  to  the 
bill,  (which  was  adopted,)  appropriating  the  sum 
of  t3,UO0  to  cover  the  amount  due  for  their  sup- 
port lust  year. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  inquired  of  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia,  [Mr. 
MiLLERf]  how  long  it  was  expected  that  the  Gov- 
ernment would  have  to  pay  $5,000  annually  (jt 
the  support  of  thut  institution  ? 

Mr.  MILLER.  So  long  astliey  think  proper 
so  to  do.  They  can  withhold  any  appropriatiou 
whenevir  they  please, 

M(.  WRIGHT  said  he  would  simply  inquire 
of  the  chairman,  [Mr.  Milled,]  whether  the  es- 
timate of  Ihe  expenses  did  not  include  a  salary 
of  |2S0  a  year,  for  three  inspectors?  He  sup- 
posed these  inspectors  were  only  occasionally  to 
visit  the  institution,  and  superintend  its  manage- 
ment and  direction,  and  see  that  the  unfortunate 
subjects  were  properly  atti>nded  to.  Now,  he 
asked,  if  Congress  went  to  the  expense  of  erect- 
ing a  building,  and  paying  all  current  expenses 
for  the  support  of  the  insane  of  this  District, 
whether  there  were  not  citizens  here,  of  high  rc- 
S|wctability  and  worth,  who  would  be  willing, 
wiihout  compensation,  to  take  ufion  them  this 
office.'  For  his  own  part,  he  would  infinitely 
prefer  trusting  the  institution  in  the  hands  of  such 
citizens,  wh(t  would  volunteer  their  services,  to 
trusting  it  in  the  hands  of  such  persons  ax  it  was 
likely  to  fall  into.  He  made  thesc.snggestions, 
merely  with  a  view  of  calling  attention  to  the 
subject, 

Mr.  MILLER,  in  reply, slated  to  the  Senator, 
[Mr.  Wbicht,]  that  in  the  bill  'passed  in  1843, 
authorizing  the  erection  of  this  building,  there 
was  a  prtivision  which  authorized  the  President 
to  appoint  three  persons  for  the  purpose  referred 
to;  but  looking  to  the  fact  that  there  was  no  ap- 
propriation made,  the-  President  did  not  appoint 
iliosc  persons. 

As  to  the  appointment  of  inspectors  or  super- 
intendents, in  the  present  instance,  he  would  stale 
to  the  honorable  Senator,  that  the  framers  of  the 
bill  intended  these  superintendenu  should  lie  phy- 
sicians belonging  to  the  DiBirici,  who  asked  n« 
compensation  that  would  at  ull  pay  them  for  th 
services  which  it  was  ex|<ecied  they  would  ren- 
der. With  that  professional  liberality  which 
characterized  the  faculty  here,  they  were  willing 
to  devote  a  great  part  of  their  time  to  superin- 
tending these  unfortunate  persons.  The  salary 
appeared  to  him  to  be' very  small;  not  at  all  pro- 
poriionaic  to  the  services  to  be  rendered.  He 
understood  that  the  inspectors  were  to  be  resident 
physicians,  perhaps  young  men  of  talent,  to 
whom  Ihe  salary,  small  as  it  was,  would  lH^  very 
necessary,  and  who  would  reside  in  the  building, 
and  devote  their  lime  chiefly  to  the  institution. 
He  hoped  the  gentleman  would  see  that  the  pro- 
vision was  not  for  the  emolument  of  the  persons 
to  be  employed;  but  merely  a  just,  though  trifling 
consideration  for  actual  services  to  b«  rendered. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said  that,  if  persons  could  not 
be  found  wilhio  the  District  to  take  the  office,  it 
went  very  far  to  show  that  the  appropriation  had 
better  be. stopped;  and  he  would  infinitely  rather 
have  citizens,  physicians  or  not,  who  would  be 
willing  to  superintend  this  institution  as  a  task  of 
human  benevolence,  than  a  class  of  people  who 
would  necessarily  seek  the  trust  under  more  inter- 
ested circumstances.  If  it  was  made  an  object  to 
obtain  $250  a  year,  it  was  most  likely  that  per- 
sons the  least  serviceable  would  obtain  ihe  money. 
Besides,  it  was  an  expense  which  ought  not  to  be 
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cuiked  of  Congress-.Congress erected  the  building, 
and  was  willing  to  pay  all  necessary  expenses. 
If  it  was  necessary  to  pay  this  at  ell,  the  com- 
munity should  do  that  much  without  an  appropri- 
ation. 

Mr.  ALLEN  did  not  understand  the  chairman 
as  to  what  would  be  the  annual  cost  of  keeping 
the  establishment  up. 

Mr.  MILLER  replied  that  the  estimate  was 
about  &ve  thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  that  this  District  now  con- 
tained a  population  of  forty  or  fifty  thousand;  and 
the  annual  appropriation  necessary  to  support  the 
insane  would  be  about  five  thousand  dollars,  or 
one  dollar  for  every  ten  inhabitants.  .  Apply  the 
rule  to  any  State  in  the  Union,  and  what  would 
the  result  be  found  to  be  ?  In  the  State  of  Ohio 
there  were  two  million  people;  and,  in  the  same 
proportion,  the  appropriation  would  be  about  two 
nundred  thousand  dollars.  Was  this  reasonable  ? 
He  believed  that  the  annual  expense  of  the  institu- 
tion in  Ohio,  which  took  charge  of  all  the  unfortu- 
nate in  a  population  of  two  million  people,  did  not 
exceed  (5,000,  the  estimated  expense  of  the  insti- 
tution for  this  Pistrict.  He  spoke  this  without 
haTin^  examined  statistics  upon  the  subject;  but 
he  beliered  that  ^,000  covered  all  the  expenses 
of  the  Ohio  institution.  He  was  sure  that  not  less 
than  1200,000  would  be  required  to  do  it,  if  the 
same  rule  were  observed  in  regard  to  the  State  as 
it  was  proposed  should  be  observed  in  regard  to 
the  population  of  the  District.  The  sum  of  fS.OOO 
was  enormous  for  an  institution  of  this  kind, 
where  the  population  was  so  small.  He  would 
venture  to  say  that  all  the  insane  of  the  District 
could  be  provided  for  at  an  expense  of  Al  ,000  an- 
nually. It  looked  like  money-getting,  because  it 
was  an  expenditure  which  every  one  knew  was 
disproportionate  to  the  size  of  the  community. 
This  system  of  continually  drawing  upon  Con- 
gress to  minister  to  the  wants  of  the  people  in  one 
particular  part  of  the  Union  he  was  opposed  to. 
It  was  time  to  put  a  atop  to  it.  He  was  bjr  no 
means  unfriendly  to  the  District.  He  would  do 
for  it  as  much  as  he  would  for  any  part  of  the 
Union;  but  he  was  not  willing  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  be  imposed  upon.  The  institution, 
if  at  all  supported  by  Congress,  should-be  sup- 
ported at  an  expense  proportionate  to  the  State 
institutions..  Hereafter  the  plea  for  increased  ex- 
penditures would  be,  would  Congress  let  the  build- 
ing moulder  down,  after  so  much  money  had  been 
■pent  in  constructing  and  furnishing  it.' 

Mr.  MERRICK  said  that  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor from  Ohio  argued  that  an  annual  expenditure 
of  |5,000  for  the  support  of  this  institution  was 
out  of  proportion  to  similar  expenditures  in  the 
State  of  Ohio  and  elsewhere.  He  presumed  the 
inequality  was  for  the  redson  that  there  were  a 
^reat  many  more  of  this  unfortunate  class  of  be- 
ings in  the  District,  in  proportion  to  its  popula- 
tion, than  elsewhere.  They  were  brought  into 
the  District  from  the  fact  that  the  seat  of  Gov- 
ernment was  here.  It  was  true  that  there  were 
more  lunatics  here,  in  proportion  to  the  popula- 
tion, than  elsewhere.  That  was  the  reason  that 
they  were  called  upon  to  make  provision  for  their 
support.  Those  lunatics  were  brought  here  by 
the  action  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 
Claimants  sometimes  became  insane  here  await- 
ing the  tardy  justice  of  Qongress.  They  were 
not  called  upon  to  support  the  poor,  as  remarked 
bjr  the  Senator  from  Ohio.  The  people  of  the 
District  themselves  supported  the  poor.  They 
make  annual  appropriation  for  that  object,  raised 
by  taxation  on  their  property. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  was  understood  to  ask  the 
Senator  from  Maryland  whether  the  laws  of  that 
State  did  not  authorize  the  removal  of  such  per- 
sons to  their  pi-oper  residences? 

Mr.  MERRICK  was  understood  to  reply  that 
there  was  a  law  of  the  State  authorizing  the  re- 
moval of  the  poor,  but  he  did  not  believe  it  was 
ever  enforced.  Certainly  the  Senator  would  not 
have  us  remove  lunatics,  and  throw  them  loose 
upon  other  aommunities.  He  knew  that  he  would 
not.  These  unfortunate  beings  were  to  be  found 
here,  and  must  be  provided  for,  either  by  the 
humane  and  charitable,  or  by  Congress,  or  be 
.permitted  to  perish.  As  to  the  amount  which 
would  be  required  hereafter,  it  could  not  be  cor- 
rectly known  until  the  institution  was  put  into 
opelation.  The  $5,000  might,  by  experiment, 
be  found  more  than  sufficient.    We  should  then 


at  least  have  some  data  to  go  upon.  But  if  it 
should  not  be  sufficient,  and  $!8),000  annually 
were  required  to  keep  these  unfortunate  beings 
from  perish  in?,  he  had  no  doubt  that  hereafter  a 
Congress  would  be  found  sufficiently  humane  to 
appropriate  even  that  amount  for  their  support. 
He  hoped  the  number  would  not  be  so  great  as 
to  require  even  the  sntall  sum  of  (5,000 hereafter 
for  their  support. 

Mr.  EVANS  said  he  would  give  a  single  rea- 
son why  the  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
institutions  in  the  States  were  less  than  an  appro- 
priation could  be  for  the  support  of  aninstitulion 
of  this  kind  in  the  District.  A  large  proportion 
of  the  expenses  were  defrayed  by  the  patients 
themselves,  many  of  whom  were  able  to  pay,  or 
had  friends  to  pay  their  expenses.  The  insane 
for  whom  this  institution  was  intended  would  be 
composed  of  destitute  persons,  who  could  pay 
nothing.  This  was  the  reason  why  the  expenses 
were  so  different  in  the  States. 

After  a  few  farther  remarks  by  Mr.  ALLEN, 
the  subject  was. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MILLER,  postponed  till 
to-morrow. 

THE  COMPROMISE  ACT. 

The  PRESIDENT  then  announced  the  unfin- 
ished business — being  the  resolution  of  the  Com- 
mitteeon  Finance, forthe  indefinite  postponement 
of  the  bill  introduced  by  Mr.  McDcffie  to  re- 
duce the  rates  of  duties  under  the  present  tariff 
to  the  standard  of  the  compromise  act. 

Mr.  EVANS  addressed  the  Senate  for  two 
hours,  in  continuation  of  his  remai-ks  of  yester- 
day. He  said  it  was  with  reluctance  he  consent- 
ed yesterday  to  postpone  until  this  morning  what 
little  remained  for  him  to  say  in  reply  to  the  hon- 
orable Senatorfrom  South  Carolina;and  hehoped, 
if  the  discussion  was  to  go  on,  that  it  would  be 
so  conducted  as  to  render  it  unnecessary  for  him 
to  participate  further  in  it.  The  view  which  had 
been  offered  of  the  benefits  to  accrue  to  the  South 
from  a  dissolution  of  the  Union,  if  offered  as  an 
illustration,  was,  he  considered,  a  most  unhappy 
one,  and  could  only  be  viewed  in'  a  favorable 
light  by  men  (if  any  could  be  found)  possessed 
of  more  zeal,  but  much  less  discretion,  than  the 
honorable  Senator.  He. [Mr.  McDdffie]  had 
painted,  in  most  inviting  colors,  the  happiness 
that  the  proposed  southern  confederacy  would 
enjoy,  when  freed  from  the  shackles  of  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  Union,  and  careering  onward, 
under  the  direction  of  some  form  of  separate  le- 
gislation. He  had  permitted  his  imagination  to 
dwell  on  the  unexampled  prosperity  that  was, 
under  a  dissolution  of  the  Union,  to  bless  his  sec- 
tion of  the  country,  quite  regardless  of  what  (if 
his  views  were  correct)  the  result  would  be  to  all 
other  portions  of  the  States.  He  had  the  saga- 
city not  to  hold  forth  on  any  wrong  that  a  disrup- 
tion of  the  Union  would  inflict  on  our  common 
country;  but  he  described,  in  glowing  colors,  the 

f  rest  advantages,  the  unbounded  wealth,  and  in- 
escribable  improvement,  which  such  disruption 
would  confer  on  one  part  of  the  broken  Confed- 
eracy. All  these  great  advantages,  he  maintained, 
the  South  wouid  gain  by  severance  from  the 
Union.  The  southern  confederacy  would,  under 
self-go vernment,out-riyal  the  Hesperian  gardens, 
and  be  blessed  with  perpetual  verdure  and  eternal 
spring;  become  the  depository  of  unboimded 
wealth,  the  land  of  unparalleled  happiness — free 
from  political  convulsions,  proof  against  national 
earthquakes,  no  possibility  of  being  involved  in 
war,  but  ever  blessed  with  smiling  peace.  But 
by  what  process  of  inductive  reasoning  has  ihe 
honorable  Senator  reached  these  most  flattering 
conclusions  ?  He  says  this  southern  confederacy, 
whose  capital  is  to  be  wholly  sunk  in  bringing 
forth  tl^e  produce  of  the  cou^itry,  will  be  able,  of 
that  produce,  to  export  to  foreign  countries  to 
the  value  of  (100,000,000  annually,  and  that, 
in  return,  they  will  receive,  in  foreign  imports, 
(130,000,000;  consequently  giving  a  yearly  profit 
of  (20,000,000.  Part  of  this  (120,000,000  he  ap- 
propriates for  sale  to,  or  exchange  with,  the  west- 
ern Stales;  but  he  does  not  say  how  much,  nor 
does  he  clearly  lay  down  what  is  to  be  received 
from  the  West  in  return. 

The  (100,000,000  sent  out  is  to  consist  of  cot- 
ton, tobacco,  and  rice;  and  the  return  of  foreign 
imports.  In  drawing  this  very  pleasing  picture, 
the  honorable  Senator  has  not  said  who  are  to  be 


the  recipients  of  the  (20,000,000  profits;  not  the 
southern  confederacy  most  assuredly,  for  he  hat 
described  their  capital  as  altogether  sunk  in  the 
raising  of  produce.  Th^ profits  must  go  to  those 
employed  in  the  transportation  of  those  goods  out 
and  homeward;  and  as  it  is  admitted  Ihe  southern 
confederacy  is  not  to  be  a  shipping  or  maritime 
country;  and  as,  after  the  disruption  of  the  Union, 
it  could  not  be  hoped- that  nortbern  or  New  Eng- 
land ships  would  be  so  far  favored  as  to  obtain 
from  the  southern  confederacy  employment — so 
the  only  conclusion  to  be  drawn  is,  that  this 
profit  or  (20,000,000  must  go  into  the  pockeU  of 
English  ship-owners,  being  the  only  persons  that 
the  southern  confederacy  could  consistently  em- 
ploy in  the  trade.  Again,  this  (130,000,000  of 
foreign  imports  is  to  be  consumed,  according  to 
the  honorable  Senator,  by  a  population  of  five  or 
six  millions.  Can. this  be  done.'  Decidedly  not; 
for,  in  the  United  States,  with  a  population  of 
sixteen  or  seventeen  millions,  we  find  that  a  for- 
eign importation  of  (100,000,000  is  more  than 
enough.  What  dtf  these  foreign  imporlalions  in 
chief  consis^of .'  Take  one  of  the  principal  ar- 
ticles— woolens.  The  climate  of  the  South  ren- 
ders a  moderate  supply  of  this  article  sufficient; 
and  let  it  be  remembered  that  there  is  a  large 
class  of  inhabitants  who  cannot  indulge  io  any 
expenditure  on  foreign  produce.  It  is  true  that 
the  free  population  may  use  a  larger  proportion 
than  others,  but  the  greater  number  arc  not  those 
whpcan  be  reckoned  customersfor  woolens, silks, 
glass,  iron,&c.  The  amount  of  imports  which 
the  honorable  Senator  reckons  on,  amounts  to 
one  sixth  of  all  the  manufactures  of  England; 
and  yet  he  states  that  a  population  not  one  fourth 
that  of  Great  Britain — now  twenty-six  millions — 
can  consume  this  immense  quantity.  He  holds 
out  to  the  West  a  promise  of  supplying  it  with 
foreign  imports  at  low  prices;  but  how  is  it  to  be 
done  ?  He  proposes  taking  live-stock  in  exchange 
— nothing  else — for  the  South  will  produce  her 
own  breadstufTs.  He  cannot  take  from  the  West 
cdtton  bagging;  his  doing  so  would  destroy  his 
own  theory,  and  would  tend  to  injure  the  trsde 
of  Glasgow  and  Paisley.  He  will  not  take  hemp 
or  wool,  though  wool  must  speedily  become  a 
great  article  in  the  West.  He  says  the  West  will 
find  opportunities  of  exporting  all  that  the  south- 
ern confederacy  do  not  require  from  their  own 
ports.  If  so,  his  whole  argument  is  destroyed; 
for  if  the  people  of  the  West  send  abroad  provis- 
ions, they  will  bring  back  other  necessaries  in 
return.  What,  then,  becomes  of  their  portion  of 
the  (120,0O0,0U0  imports? 

The  glorious  prospect  of  wealth  held  out  to  the 
West,  by  devoting  countless  millions  to  raising 
live-stock  for  the  southern  confederacy ,  must  fall 
to  the  ground,  and  with  it  the  theory  of  the  hon- 
orable Senator  that  the  West  could  never  become 
the  country  of  manufacture,  but  must  always  re- 
main a  seller  instead  of  a  buyer.  The  West,  he 
contended,  was  destined  to  become  a  great  man- 
ufacturing country;  its  growth  of  wool  was  (as 
in  every  other  nation)  rapidly  increasing;  and  the 
only  danger  to  be  dre^dea  was,  thot  it  might  here- 
after be  imported  so  cheap  as  to  break  down  tlis 
trode  her*.  The  great  staples  of  the  southern 
confederacy  were  tobacco,  cotton,  and  rice.  Vi^ 
ginia,  with  a  population  of  one  and  one  fourtir 
million,  raised  tobacco,  having  no  cotton  or  rice, 
to  the  amount  of  (3,500,000.  Here,  then,  is  about 
one  fourth  of  ihe  population  of  the  confederacy 
contributing,  toward  the  annual  export  of  (100,- 
000,000,  the  amount  of  (3,500,000.  Then,  South 
Carolina,  with  a  population  of  about  one  half  that 
of  Virginia,  raises  cotton  and  rice  to  the  value  of 
about  six  million  dollars;  and  Alabama  raises  iir 
still  greater  proportion.  What  is  to  be  the  result? 
How  are  the  profits  of  the  confederacy  to  be  sat- 
isfactorily distributed?  Virginia  raises  nothing 
that  other  Slates  will  take ;  and  with  her  the  ques- 
tion will  grow  up  as  to  the  rates  of  duties.  She 
will  sny,  on  my  tobacco  is  charged  a  duty  abroad 
of  twenty-two  Hundred  percent.,  while  yourcoi- 
ton  goes  free.  This  is  not  fair;  we  must  have  a 
reciprocity;  we  must  be  equal.  She  will  insist, 
and  with  justice,  on  an  equal. participation  in  the 
benefits  of  the  confederacy;  and,  not  obtaining 
them,  will  turn  their  atltntion  to  her  natural  and 
great  resources — her  mineral  wealth,  her  "*"?*■ 
ble  rivers— and  will  become,  as  she  ought  to  be 
now,  a  manufacturing  afid  navieating  State.  She 
will  turn  and  say,  1  have  iron;!  have  Brtisans;  1 
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will  supply  you  with  the  wares  now  supplied 
you  by  Shcfneld  and  Birmingham;  and  will  lake 
in  payment  your  cotton,  which  I  will  spin, 
and  again  return  to  you  in  its  manufactured 
sute. 

Mr.  E;  went  on  to  draw  a  comparison  between 
the  population  and  produce  of  South  Carolina  and 
Mississippi;  showing  the  former,  with  six  hun- 
dred thousand  persons,  producing  |6,000,000; 
■%liile  the  latter,  with  three  hundreiTand  seventy- 
£«e  thousand  inhabitants,  produced  tl5,473,0(H); 
which  he  contended  would  require  a  consumption 
on  the  part  of  three  hundred  and  seventy-five 
thousand  Mississippians  of  twice  and  one  half  as 
much  of  foreign  imports  as  would  fall  to  the  share 
of  South  Carolina.  It  could  only  end  in  another 
confederacy,  and  then  the  dispute  would  be  not 
between  the  northern  and  southern  States,  but 
between  the  northern  and  southern  ends  of  the 
threatened  confederacy.  If  the  trade  in  (Tour  and 
corn  was  closed  in  the  West,  and  the  West  was 
compelled  to  rely  for  importations  on  the  South, 
bow  was  it  to  get  along  for  revenue — it  should, 
under  the  proposed  system,  nay  duties  to  the 
South,  and  then  duties  to  the  West.  The  honor- 
able tienator  had  not  taken  into  considei^ation,  in 
•peaking  of  this  disruption  of  the  Union,  what 
effect  a  single  year's  war  would  have — not  a  war 
witli  England ;  that  would  be  out  of  the  question ; 
she  being  the  favored  nation  and  the  only  market 
of  the  confederacy,  any  demand  made  by  her 
would  be  submitted  to;  but  if  a  war  (forever  to  be 
deplored)  with  the  South  was  to  take  place,  the 
contest  would  be  on  the  ocean',  and  the  Sou  th  could 
only  contend  by  aid  of  its  ally.  Great  Britain.  To 
protect  the  South,  a  British  fleet  would  be  ncces- 
ury  on  its  coast.  And  how  long,  under  such 
^usrdiansliip,  those  States  could  preserve  their 
independence,  was  easily  foreseen. 

What  was  there  in  the  aspect  of  the  times  to 
lead  to  the  conclusion  that  the  interests  of  the 
South  woufd  be  more  carefully  guarded  and  pro- 
tected by  any  foreign  alliance  she  could  make, 
than  by  her  adherence  to  the  Union,  under  which 
her  institutions  are  now  held  sacred?  Was  she 
to  expect  it  from  an  alliance  with  England?  Was 
the  whole  policy  of  Great  Britain  in  relation  to  the 
emancipation  of  slavery  to  be  suddenly  changed? 
Had  not  the  South  a  guarantee  in  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  in  the  determination  of  the  mass  of  the 
people  to  adhere  to  it,  which  she  could  not  have 
were  it  possible  for  her  to  set  herself  loose,  lo 
form  a  new  confederation  of  her  own,  composed 
of  mere  homogeneous  interests?  Would  Great 
Britain,  after  abolishing  slavery  in  her  own  colo- 
nies, be  likely  to  protect  and  foster  the  institu- 
tions of  the  South  ?  The  history  of  all  countries 
had  amply  recorded  evidences  that  no  nations, 
merely  producing  raw  materials  to  be  exported 
for  manufacture,  ever  became  wealthy  or  great; 
while  abundance  of  testimony  could  be  adduced 
that  they  generally  dragged  out  an  impoverished 
existence 'as  mere  colonies,  dependent  on  the 
country  which  converted  their  labor  and  raw  pro- 
ductions into  fabrics  for  general  consumption 
and  commerce.  Such  a  separate  confederation 
as  that  supposed  by  the  Senator  from  South' 
Carolinli,wcre  itpracticableat  all,  must  ultimate- 
ly lead  to  dependence  on  Great  Britain;  for  the 
moment  its  market  was  suspended,  its  own  ex- 
uience  must  become  precarious,  its  productions 
worthless,  and  its  soil  an  uncultivated  waste. 
.  The  Sooth  rould  have  but  one  of  the  alternatives 
— eitiier  to  submit  to  any  terms  dictated  to  her 
by  England,  or  to  seek  again  for  an  alliance 
with  the  North,  which  she  had  discarded,  were 
't  possible  the  North  could  survive  the  calamity 
which  the  Senator  supposes  would  fall  upon  it  by 
the  separation.  But  another  difficulty  would  be 
formed,  by  this  southern  confederation.  All  its 
homogeneous  interesis  being  centered  in  the 
growth  and  exportation  of  tobacco,  cotton,  and 
rice,  its  whole  capital  would  be  vested  in  those 
productions.  It  could  not  devote  any  part  of  it 
to  navigation;  for,  if  it  did,  that  weuld  be  a  break - 
"igup  of  the  principle,  and  a  diversion  of  so  much 
force  from  the  homogeneous  interests.  She  would 
not,  of  course,  on  the  same  principle,  allow  the 
"■"'gBtion  of  the  North  to  become  transporters 
of  her  exports,  and  carriers  cf  her  imports.  In 
compliance  with  her  theory,  she  should  give  all 
tbaMo  England,  in  order  to  enable  her  great  mar- 
ket to  become  consumers,  to  a  larger  extent,  of 
ner  productions.    Thus  she  must  become  a  sub- 


sidiary of  the  naval  power  of  a  foreign  nation. 
If  the  South  was,  in  the  first  instance,  the  import- 
ing confederation,  what  would  it  do  with  its  one 
hundred  and  twenty  millions  of  imports? 

It  may  be  said,  a  great  part  of  this  am'ount  of 
imports  would  be  sold  to  the  western  confedera- 
tion—the northern  being  excluded  upon  princi- 
ple. The  western  confederation  would  not,  how- 
ever, take  them,  unless  in  exchange  for  its  own 
products.  But  what  would  the  South  do  with  so 
much  western  products,  unless  lo  export  them  in 
exchange  for  fresh  imports?  and  that  would  be 
cutting  olT  so  much  from  the  southern  exports, 
or  inducing  an  excessive  importation,  for  which 
no  market  could  be  found.  Then  there  would  be 
a  greater  difficulty  still;  the  southern  confedera- 
tion would  add  ten  per  cent,  of  duty,  according 
to  the  Senator's  plan,  upon  imports,  to  make  up 
its  revenue  of  $12,000,000.  What  was  the  West 
to  do  for  a  revenue  all  this  time  to  support  its 
government?  It  would  not  submit  to  direct  tax- 
ation; and,  consequently,  must  resort  lo  an  addi- 
tional duly  on  the  goods  it  would  import  from 
the  southern  confederation.  The  South  would 
retaliate,  by  putting  a  duly  on  its  importation  of 
live  stock  from  the  West;  and  so  matters  would 
go  on,  till  strife  and  anarchy  would  arise;  and  the 
two  confederations  would  find  ihat,-instead  of 
mending  their  condition,  by  seceding  from  the 
general  Union,  they  had  enfeebled,  and  impov- 
erished themselves, and  flestroycdall  their  former 
prosperity,  power,  and  strength. 

He  would  now  refer  to  a  document  which  he 
wished  was  studied  more  than  it  is,  and  acted 
upon  by  those  who  have  studied  it.  He  meant 
the  Farewell  Address  of  hint  who  was  emphati- 
cally and  justly  denignated  the  Father  of  his 
Country — (jeneral  Washington. 

Mr.  E.  here  read  from  that  address  various 
passages,  urging  the  necessity  of  a  permanent 
union  of  the  Slates  under  one  General  Govern- 
ment; and  enjoining  the  people  of  the  United 
Stales  to  preserve  and  |>erpetuaic  that  Union. 

He  had  nut  the  least  idea  ihallhc  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  contemplated  any  disruption  of 
the  Union.  He  was  confident  he  only  used  his 
arguments  as  illustrations  of  elementary  princi- 
ples; but  they  were,  he  feared,  calculated  to 
alienate  from  the  Union  (which  is  now  the  na- 
tion's bond  of  strength  and  prosperity)  weaker 
minds,  and  to  raise  up  questions  of  distrust  as 
to  the  permanency  o(  our  institutions. 

To  those  who,  under  the  influence  of  discon- 
tents more  imaginary  than  real,  would  venture  to 
ntiempt  the  carrying  on  of  such  a  visionary  scheme 
as  that  of  formi  ng  separate  confederations  founded 
on  liomogeneous  inieresis,  he  would  recommend 
the  study  of  that  portion  of  mythological  history 
which  records  the  adventure  of  him  who,  but  for 
one  day,  attempted  to  drive  the  chariot  of  the  sun. 
Tliey  would  find  that  his  life  was  the  forfeit  of 
his  temerity.  Whoever  attemnis  the  dismember- 
ment of  this  Union  will  live  only  in  the  reproaches 
of  mankind;  he  may  live  in  history,  but  it  will 
not  be  on  the  page  where  are  inscribed  the  names 
and  deeds  of  the  good,  and  wise,  and  great,  the 
benefactors  of  mankincl;  but  on  that  page  where 
are  recorded  the  names  and  acts  of  those  who 
were  the  authors  of  civil  discord  and  national  ca- 
lamity. He  did  not  believe  any  portion  of  the 
South  desired  such  results.  He  believed  that  they 
felt,  with  the  people  of  the  North,  that  all  were 
bound  together  in  one  common  cause,  as  one  com- 
munity— one  nation.  As  such,  we  had  achieved 
independence,  renown,  and  an  ascendency  un- 
paralleled in  so  short  a  lime.  To  preserve  these, 
we  must  preserve  the  Union  which  has  conferred 
such  bleHsin^s. 

Mr.WOOOBURY  next  obtained  the  floor,  and 
observed,  that  he  was  prepared  to  proceed  with 
the  remarks  which  it  was  his  intention,  on  a  for- 
mer occasion,  to  oflfer  to  the  Senate;  but  the  hour 
being  late,  and  some  busiiiess  being  required  to 
be  transacted  in  executive  session,  he  presumed 
it  would  bf  agreeable  to  the  Senate  to  pass  over 
informally  the  present  subject  of  discussion. 

A  short  debate  arose  on  the  subject  of  taking  a 
vote  on  the  preliminary  question,  with  a  view  of 
getlinj^  rid  of  the  constitutional  difficulty  of  en- 
tertaining the  subject,  Messrs.  DAYTON  and 
BATE^  desiring  that  question  to  be  settled  first, 
and  Messrs.  MOREHEAD,  ARCHER,  BER- 
RIEN, and  SEVIER,  being  in  favor  of  allowing 
the  discussion  to  go  on,  leaving  the  preliminary 


question  to  be  afterwards  decided  by  the  vote  on 
the  Finance  Committee's  resolutions. 

Finally,  the  subject  was  passed  over  informally, 
with  the  understanding  that  Mr.  Woodbdrt,  if 
ready  to-morrow-to  proceed  with  his  remarks, 
might,  at  one  o'clock,  call  it  up. 

EXECUTIVE  SESSION.     I 
The  Senate  then  went  into  executive  ■ession, 
and  shortly  after  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
TiTESDAT,  February  6,  1844. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved 

Mr.  DUNLAP,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, (general  consent  being  accorded  to  him 
fur  that  purpose,)  reported  a  bill  for  constituting 
Bangor  a  port  of  entry;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House. 

Mr.  WELLER  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
present  the  following  resolutions;  which  were  laid 
upon  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed: 

A  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
Stale  of  Ohio,  instructing  the  Senators  and  re- 
questing the  Representatives  from  said  State,  in 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  to  use  their 
influence  in  procuring  the  passage  of  a  law  to  pro- 
tect the  present  occupantf^of  the  lands  in  the 
county  of  Crawford,  in  said  State,  formerly  owned 
by  the  Wyandott  Indians. 

Also,  a  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  State  of  Ohio,  instructing  the  Senators  and 
requesting  the  Representatives  from  that  Slate  to 
appropriate  money  to  build  a  bridge  over  the 
Ohio  at  Wheeling,  Virginia. 

Mr.  ADA  MS  called  for  the  orders  of  the  day 

Mr.  BELSER  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  in- 
troduce a  bill  authorizing  the  payment  of  certain 
claims  of  the  Slate  of  Alabama,  and  amendatory 
of  the  act  of  the  I6ih  day  of  August,  1843,  on  the 
same  subject. 

Mr.  B.  presented  sundry  records  and  documents 
in  support  of  the  said  cUims  of  the  Slate  of  Ala- 
bama. 

The  bill  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

REPORT  ON  THE  RULES. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to'  the  order  of  the 
day  for  the  morning  houf. 

Mr.  HAMMETT  being  entitled  to  the  floor, 
addressed  the  House.  Nothing  was  more  foreign 
to  his  expcciation  wl]en  he  left  home,  than  that 
he  should  be  called  upon  to  debate  a  subject  like 
this,  at  this  session  of  Congress.  His  constitu- 
ents thought  his  time  would  be  devoted  to  busi- 
ness very  different  from  this,  and  that  the  feelings 
of  this  nation  would  not  have  been  taxed  or  tres- 
passed upon  as  they  had  been  by  the  introduction 
of  this  subject.  They  supposed,  in  the  part  of  the 
country  where  he  lived,  that'after  the  signal  defeat 
which  their  political  opponents  had  experienced, 
after  the  reversal  of  the  majorities  of  former  timea 
at  the  elections  througlinut  almost  all  the  State* 
at  the  lost  time  the  elections  were  held, — they 
thought,  after  these  reverses,  that  they  would  be 
relieved  from,  legislation  upon  this  subject;  and 
that,  with  the  sweeping  majority  which  they  of 
the  political  creed  to  which  he  held  now  possessed, 
they  would  not  thus  beligain  assailed  in  reference 
to  their  right  of  property  in  their  slaves.  But  as 
it  had  turned  out,  the  question  now  arose  whether 
or  not  they  had  any  right  to  such  properly  at  all; 
and  as  it  had  become  a  question,  anil  perhaps  a 
matter  of  duty,  in  the  minds  of  some,  how  long 
they  sliould  l)e  |>ermitted, either  through  courtesy 
or  kindness,  to  hold  this  property,  it  was  a  duty 
which  he  fell  that  be  owed  to  the  State  which  be 
in  part  represented — a  duty  which  he  owed  to  his 
own  feelings— a  duty  which  he  owed  to  every- 
thing that  was  dear  to  faim,  to  make,  if  possible, 
such  an  impression  upon  ^the  House  as  would 
convince  them  of  their  error,  and  to  show  them 
that,  10  press  it  further,  would  be  dangerous  to  the 
happiness  of  the  country. 

This  debate  professed  to  have  arisen  upon  a 
single  question;  and  that  was,  whether  a  nariir.u- 
lar  rule  of  ibis  House  shall  be  retained  by  the 
House  for  its  government  during  the  present  Con- 
gress. But  in  determinine  this  question,  small  as 
It  appeared  to  be,  it  would  be  found  that  no  small 
degree  of  importance  would  be  atiaclMd  to  it,  in 
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consequence  of  the  latitude  which  had  been  given 
to  the  debate,  theinte rests  which  had  been  brought 
up,  the  feelings  which  had  been  aroused,  and, 
perhaps,  in  some  instances,  the  feelings  which 
had  been  newly  excited.' 

The  battle  professed  to  be  waged  upon  one  sin- 
gle principle;  and  that  was,  whether  or  not  the 
citizens  of  the  several  Slates  of  this  Union  should 
have  the  right  to  petition  the  Government,  This 
was'the  point  which  it  was  professed  was  in  issue; 
but  he  trusted  he  would  be  able  to  show  that  this 
was  not  the  object  they  were  aiming  at.  The  ri«ht 
of  petition  was  a  right  which  no  one  on  the  other 
side  pretended  to  deny;  but  the  extent  to  which 
that  right  waa  to  be  carried,  the  length  and  the 
breadth  of  that  right,  was  a  matter  which  was 
susceptible  of  much  argument.  He  would  not 
enter  into  this  question  at  this  time,  because  his 
friend  from  South  Carolina  and  his  friend  from 
Alabama  had  already  done  ample,  justice  to  that 
subject.  It  was  enough  for  him  to  know  that, 
whatever  could  be  saiu,  whatever  was  necessary 
to  be  said,  to  arrive  at  A  correct  understanding  of 
the  right  of  petition  as  it  exists  in  England  under 
the  various  acts  of  Parliament,  had  been  fully  ex- 
plained in  the  speeches  of  those  two  gentlemen; 
and  it  was  unnecessary,  therefore,  for  him  to  re- 
peat what  had  been  said  upon  that  topic.  The 
right  of  petition  had  J>een  guarantied  under  the 
Constitution  of  this  country ;  this  noone  pretended 
to  deny;  but,  in  his  opinion,  there  was  a  great 
misapprehension,  a  fearful  niisapprehenslan,  as 
to  the  extent  which  some  give  to  the  meaning  at- 
tached to  the  phrase. 

The  right  of  petition  was  established  in  Eng- 
land to  protect  the  people;  the  right  of  assembling 
and  expressing  their  opinions  upon  any  subject 
was  granted  to  them  to  guard  aj^ainst  the  oppres- 
sion, the  tyranny  under  which  the  people  of 
England  groaned  i>reviously  to  the  enactment  of 
those  acta  of  Parliament  whi'ch  refer  to  the  sub- 
ject. The  framers  of  the  Constitution  determined 
that  whenever  it  pleased  the  people  to  assemble 
peaceably  together  and  petition  the  Government 
upon  any  subject,  it  should  not  be  considered  a 
punishable  act.  Here  was  the  distinction;  Con- 
gress should  not  have  the  power  to  abridge  the 
right  of  petition,  nor  to  deny  the  people  the  right 
of  assembling  peaceably  tocelher  and  petitioning 
the  Government— that  is,  the  people  should  not 
be  punished  for  so  doing,  as  they  were  punished 
in  England;  but  Congress  did  not  contemplate — 
the  framers  of  the  Constitution  did  not  contem- 
plate, the  people  never  contemplated,  no  one  over 
thought  that,  Decause  this  right  was  not  granted; 
that  because  they  were  thus  authorized  peace- 
ably to  assemble  and  petition;  that  because  the 
Constitution  and  the  laws  protected  them  in  so 
doing — that  therefore  they  had  a  right  to  petition 
for  anything  they  might  choose,  and  that  their 
]>ctitions  were  necessarily  to  be  entertained  and 
acted  upon  by  the  House. 

There  was  a  vast  difference  between  securing 
to  the  people  the  right  of  assembling  and  peti- 
tioning the  Government,  and  the  granting  the 
prayer  of  any  sort  of  petitions  which  they  might 
choose  to  bring  forward,  or  even  acting  upon 
them;  for,  if  they  were  to  undertake  that,  they 
would  find  a  mass  6f  business  which  they  would 
be  unable  to  dispose  of  during  the  whole  session 
of  Congress.  He  denied  that  they  were  obliged 
to  entertain  all  the  petitions  which  the  people 
chose  to  present.  Congresshad  its  rights,  as  well 
as  the  petitioners  had  theirs.  This  Houa;  had 
the  right  to  make  rules  for  its  own  government; 
it  had  a  right  to  discriminate  between  this  and 
that  petition.  There  was  one  thing  in  which  he 
was  very  sure  gentlemen  would  agree  with  him — 
that  they  had  no  right  to  entertain  a  petition,  in 
any  manner,  which  prayed  them  to  do  some- 
thing which  the  Constitution  forbids.  The  Con- 
stitution forbade  them  to  meddle  with  private 
Eroperty,  except  for  public  uses.  Slaves  in  this 
lisirict  had  always  been  recognized  as  private 
property;,  this,  he  believed,  no  one  would  pre- 
tend to  deny.  They  had  no  right,  then,  under 
the  Constitutioji,  to'meddle  with  the  question  of 
slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

There  could  be  no  doubt  as  to  slaves  being  pri- 
Tale  property;  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court 
had  already  ji^llled.  that  question.  In  a  case  de- 
cided by  Justice  WcLean,  in  Ohio,  where  a  citi- 
zen of  Kentucky  brought  a  suit  against  a  citizen 
of  Ohio  for  assisting  in  secreting  slaves  that  hod 


absconded,  the  verdict  of  the  court  was  $1,300 
damages,  and  costs  of  suit.  It  was  determined 
by  a  decision  in  Pennsylvania,  that  the  owner  of 
a  slave  bad  the  right  to  follow  bis  slave  into  a 
free  State,  and  to  take  him  by  force,  if  necessary; 
which  decisions  had  been  sustained  upon  appeal 
to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 

It  had  been  said  that  (here  was  so.metimos  a  dis- 
position on  the  part  of  some  gentlemen  to  take 
shelter  behind  the  judiciary .  He  asked  those  gen- 
tlemen, who  look  with  so  much  reverence  and 
favor  to  the  decisions  of  the  United  Slates  courts, 
whether  or  not  they  would  regard  the  decision  in 
these  cases  as  having  any  influence  with  them .' 
What  did  these  degsions  amount  to?  They  not 
only  secured  to  the  people  who  owned  slaves  the 
right  of  property  in  their  slaves,  but  the  right  to 
follow  that  property,  if  necessary ,  into  a  free  State, 
and  bring  them  back.  This  was  the  decision  of 
the  courts,  under  tlieactof  Congress  of  1793 — an 
act  which  was  passed  to  carry  out  the  intention 
of  the  framera  of  the  Constitution. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  the  other  day, 
in  the  violence  of  his  feelings,  in  the  high  swell 
of  .his  patriotism,  said  that  he  was  not  the  Rep- 
resentative of  a  particular  district  of  New  York 
alone,  but  the  Representaiiveof  the  whole  Union; 
that  he  was  not  only  willing,  in  the  exuberance 
of  his  generosity,  to  give  $15,000,000  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  rivers  aqd  harbors  of  the  West, 
but  he  would  even  borrow  the  money  in  order  to 
give  it.  The  gentleman  reminded  him  of  an  honest 
militia  captain,  who,  being  tremendously  drunk, 
after  trying  repeatedly  to  mount  his  horse  and  as 
often  failing,  prayed  to  the  Virgin  Mary  to  help 
him;  when,  making  a  powerful  effort,  he  over- 
leaped and  fell  upon  the  other  side.  '"Troth," 
said  he, "  Mary,  when  you  are  good,  you  are  too 
good."  The  gentleman,  in  bis  opinion,  was  a 
little  too  good. 

But  with  all  his  respect  for  the  judiciary,  with 
si)  his  respect  for  the  opinion  of  the  courts,  let 
him  ask  the  gentleman  where  he  was  when,  du- 
ring the  administration  of  Governor  Seward  and 
Bradish,  and  when,  with  a  Legislature  of  his 
own  party,  they  passed  laws  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  making  it  a  penitentiary  offense  for  a  man 
to  attempt  the  recapture  of  a  negro  who  had  run 
awuy  from  one  of  the  Slates  in  which  negroes 
are  slaves?  Where  was  the  gentlenwn's venera- 
tion for  the  Constitution  and  the  judiciary  then? 
Was  he  for  protecting  the  South  tlien  ?  The  Con- 
stitution declared,  and  the  Supreme  Court  de- 
clared, that  this  species  of  property  should  be 
protected.  Where  was  the  gentleman's  venera- 
tion for  the  Constitution,  for  the  judiciary,  and 
where  was  his  great  love  for  the  Union,  and  for 
the  whole  country,  when  he  permitted  this  law 
to  pass  without  opposition  on  his  part?  The 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  GioofKos,]  the  other 
day,  when  he  wanted  an  appropriation  for  the 
mouths  of  a  few  creeks  that  happened  to  run  into 
the  lakes,  in  the  depth  of  his  philanthropy,  cried 
out  that  he  was  willing  to  protect  and  secure  the 
rights  of  the  whole  Union.  But  there  was  a  time 
when  he  was  for  getting  an  appropriation  for  the 
mouths  of  a  few  creeks,  which  are  now  dignified 
as  harbors;  and  he  also  said  that  there  was  a 
great  trade  upon  them.  There  was  a  great  trade 
on  them,  to  be  sure;  but  the  principal  trade  was 
to  transport  runaway  negroes  into  Canada,  one 
of  these  creeks  being  part  of  the  line  of  commu- 
nication. Moreover,  if  report  spoke  truly,  the 
fentleman  himself  was  one  of  the  partners  of  the 
rm  carrying  on  this  commendable  traffic. 

The  SPEAKER  here  called  the  gentleman  to 
order.  

Mr.HAMMETT.  Why,  sir,  I  am  only  show- 
ing the  extent  of  the  gentleman's  patriotism.  The 
gentleman  professed  so  much  patriotism  when  he 
wanted  to  get  money  out  of  the  Treasury;  but 
when  he  was  called  on  to  protect  the  Constitution 
and  putdown  fanaticism,  then  his  patriotism  was 
dormant. 

Having  proved  that  negro  slaves  w«r«  prop- 
erty; that  such  property  was  protected  by  the 
Constitution;  anti  that  private  property  could  not 
be  taken  unless  for  the  public  use,  and  upon 
maki.igjustcompensation  therefor;  he  would  now 
proceed  to  consider  what  these  petitioners  con- 
tended for,  and  the  ai^uments  used  for  the  recep- 
tion of  their  petitions.  It  was  claimed,  in  the 
firat  place,  that  the  reception  of  these  petitions 
would  put  a  stop  to  the  flood  of  abolition  petitions 


that  were  continually  pouring  in  upon  theHouse, 
and  thereby  allay  the  excitement  which  tliey  oc- 
casioned. Now,  he  would  ask  gentlemen,  what 
was  this  21st  rule!  adopted  for?  Were  there  no 
abolition  petitions  before  that  rule  was  brought 
into  being?  What  was  it  adopted  for?  Why, 
it  was  to  prevent  these  abolition  petitions  from 
coming  in,  which  then,  as  now,  interrupted  the 
business  of  the  House,  and  created  jealousies  and 
heart-burnings  throughout  the  country;  and  yet 
gentlemen  told  him  that  the  repeal  of  t'his  rule 
would  diminish  their  number.  They  flattered 
themselves  that  by  putting  down  this  rule  there 
would  be  no  more  abolition  petitions.  Gentle 
men  who  argued  thus  were  mistaken.  They 
would  find  to  their  cost  that  it  would  be  only 
yielding  so  much  to  the  enemy;  they  would  find 
to  their  sorrow  that  when  this  rule  was  taken 
away  the  whole  time  of  the  House  would  be  taken 
up  in  receiving  these  petitions,  and  legislating  on 
questions  connected  with  them.  But  it  was  said 
that  these  petitions  ought  to  be  received  because 
they  related  to  the  District  of  Columbia,  over 
which  Congress  possessed  exclusive  jurisdiction, 
and  therefore  had  the  right  to  abolish  slavery  in 
it.  The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  asserted 
it  as  a  fact  that  could  not  be  doubted,  that  Con- 
gress possessed  that  right;  that  it  would  be  mon- 
strous to  assert  that  Congress  had  not  the  power 
to  abolish  that  abominable  traflic,  as  he  termed  it, 
.which  was  carried  on  in  this  District.  Higliljr 
as  he  respected  that  gentleman's  talents  ana  his 
influence  in  this  body,  he  .must  differ  with  him 
in  the  opinions  he  thus  expressed.  The  power 
of  exclusive  legislation  over  the  District,  as  given 
in  the  Constitution,  did  not  mean  universal,  un- 
limited legislation — the  right  to  do  everything. 
It  only  meant  that  Congress  alone,  and  no  other 
legislative  body,  shoulu  have  the  power  to  pats 
such  laws  as  are  needed  for  this  District.  If  Con- 
gress could  do  this,  it  would  be  as  omnipoteotu 
the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain. 

Let  us  look  and  see  what  it  prohibits  Congress 
from  doing.  It  cannot  make  laws  respecting  an 
establishment  of  religion,  or  prohibiting  the  free 
exercise  thereof,  or  abridging  the  freedom  of 
speech,  or  of  the  press;  nor  can  it  establish  titles 
of  nobility,  nor  can  it  pass  a  law  by  which  a  citi- 
zen may  be  twice  put  in  jeopardy  of  life  or  limb, 
for  the  same  offense,  nor  compelled  to  be  a  wit- 
ness against  himself.  It  has  not  the  power  to 
take  private  property  for  public  use  without 
making  just  compensation  therefor.  Here  were 
several  things  that  Congress  could  not  do;  and 
when  gentlemen  told  him  that  Congress  had  the 
power  to  abolish  slavery  in  this  District,  he 
pointed  to  the  Constitution, and  asked  them  where 
they  would  find  the  power  to  do  it^  He  denied, 
in  tola,  that  the  power  of  exclusive  legislation 
given  to  Congress  over  this  District,  meant  abso- 
lute, unlimited  power.  This  Constitution  keeps 
you  within  certain  bounds,  beyond  which  you 
cannot  go;  and  you  cannot  set  at  liberty  a  single 
slave  without  violating-  it,  and  violating  your 
oaths.  Much  as  he  respected  the  talents  and 
standing  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
Rejoined  issue  with  him  on  the  position  he  had 
taken.  If  the  doctrine  be  true  that  negro  slaves 
are  private  property — if  the  doctrine  be  true  that 
you  cannot  touch  private  property  unless  you 
make  compensation  for  it — i  ask  you,  and  I  ask 
the  Abolitionists,  how  you  can  dare  to  touch  the 
question  of  slavery  in  this  District  without  vio- 
lating your  oaths  ?  No,  sir;  exclusive  legislAioii 
does  not  mean  that  you  can  take  a  man  s  prop- 
erty without  his  consent,  unless  it  is  requited  for 
the  public  use;  and  then  you  must  make  faim 
compensation.  You  cannot  take  it  for  the  public 
use,  for  there  is  no  public  use  whiqh  it  can  be  put 
to.  He  should  like  to  know  whot  use  this  Gov- 
ernment had  for  negro  slaves.  X)o  you  want  to 
buy  them  to  wait  in  the  President's  House?  Do 
you  want  to  employ  them  in  keeping  Pennsyl- 
vania avenue  in  repair,  or  to  keep  the  public 
grounds  in  order?  or  do  you  want  them  to  run  on 
errands  from  this  House  to  the  post  office?  He 
knew  of  no  other  public  use  they  could  be  put  to. 

He  would  therefore  tell  gentlemen,  once  lor  all, 
that  so  long  as  the  Constitution  lasted,  all  the 
Abolitionists  in  the  world  could  not  touch  a  single 
negro  slave  in  this  District.  He  would  go  fur(Jcr. 
He  denied  the  power  of  the  Statft  Legislatures  to 
abolish  slavery  in  the  States.  It  was  true  that  it 
had  been  done  by  the  Legislatuies  of  some  of  the 
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Slates,  and  acquiesced  in;  but  he  denied  their 
consiitutionni  ri^Ul  to  do  it.  Whore  is  the  power 
given  to  the  LegislHture  of  Mississippi  to  take  my 
property?  The  some  supreme  law  that^ecures 
to  me  my  horse  or  my  ox,  secures  to  me  ray 
negro;  and  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  Legisla- 
ture or  of  Congress,  aided  by  all  the  Abolitionists 
in  tlie  country,  to  deprive  me  of  it.  He  set  this 
down  as  adoctrine  that  could  not  be  controverted. 
There  was  one  thing,  however,  he  admitted,  that 
Congress  had  the  power  to  do;  And  that  was  to 
receive  petitions  for  a  redress' of  grievances. 
Well,  the  people  of  the  North  who  petition  on  the 
subject  of  abolition,  considered  themselves  as  suf- 
fering under  great  grievances,  because  negro  sla- 
very exists  in  the  South;  and  the  gentleman  from 
Ohm  [.Mr.  Giddikgs]  declared  that  the  grievance 
had  become  so  intolerable,  that  the  nortliern  peo- 
ple had  to  support  the  southern  slaves.  This  was 
a  new  idea;  and  the  |;cntleman  from  Ohio  had  the 
merit  of  orii^inating  it.  He  confessed,  however, 
that  he  could  not  undersund  it;  and  he  did  not 
believe  that  the  gentleman  understood  it  himself. 
But  the  gentleman  considered  negro  slavery  as  a 
great  grievance;  and  he  would,  therefore,  examine 
the  condition  of  the  free  negroes  at  the  North, 
and  compare  them  with  the  slaves  of  the  South. 
Mr.  H.  here  contrasted  the  happy,  well-fed, 
healthy,  and  moral  condition  of  the  southern 
•lares,  with  the condilionof  the  miserable,  vicious, 
and  degraded  free  blacks  of  the  North .  He  showed , 
from  the  tables  of  the  census,  the  vast  dispropor- 
tion there  was  between  the  number  of  the  insane 
and  idiots  among  the  northern  free  negroes  and 
the  shives  of  the  South;  and  idiocy  and  lunacy, 
he  said,  in  the  lower  classes,  had  been  shown  J)y 
medical  men  to  be  invariably  caused  by  vice  and 
misery. 

He  next  rontrasted  the  amount  of  crime  found 
to  exist  in  the  black  population  of  the  North  with 
that  existing  in  the  same  population  at  the  South. 
In  Pennsylvania,  for  instance,  the  tables  showed 
that  there  was  only  a  population  of  fifty  thousand 
free  negroes;  yet  the  tables  showed  that  out  of 
every  nine  convicts  in  the  penitentiaries  there, 
seven  were  blacks.  Look  at  any  penitentiary  in 
the  southern  Slates,  and  you  will  find  that  there 
are  verr  few  blacks  in  it.  Then  the  Abolitionists 
think  that  it  is  another  grievance  to  them  that  the 
blacks  in  the  South  are  cruelly  treated.  It  had 
been  his  fortune  to  travel  a  great  deal  in  various 
parts  of  the  world;  and  he  could  truly  say  that 
there  was  not  a  laboring  population  on  the  eortli 
mo  happy,  4o  well  treated,  and  so  contented,  as  the 
negroes  of  the  South.  In  Italy,  France,  Spain, 
anu  the  British  dominions  of  Europe,  the  labor- 
ing classes  were  in  a  slate  of  abject  wretchedness 
and  want,  which  liaight  make  them  envy  the  ne- 
groes of  the  sAuthern  States.  From  want  and 
destitution  they  were  led  to  crime;  and,  as  a  nat- 
ural consequence  of  iheir  misery,  the  property  of 
the  higher  classes  was  rendered  insecure.  How 
iras  it  in  the  southern  States.'  There  the  laboring 
population  were  not  driven  by  starvation  to  theti 
and  j'obbery.  In  Mississippi,  locks  were  never 
naed;andthe  planters,  with  their  wives  and  their 
little  ones,  slept  secure  without  them,  in  the  midst 
of  their  slaves.  Our  houses  and  our  corn-cribs 
are  never  locked,  unless,  indeed,  it  may  be,  in  the 
neighborhood  of  villages  occupied  by  Yankees. 
"We  are  not  afraid  of  our  slaves,  because  we  give 
them  enough  to  eat,  and  they  have  no  lemplaiion 
to  plunder.  We  are  not  afraid  to  go  away  and 
leave  our  wives  and  our  children;  for  our  slaves 
love  their  masters  and  mistresses,  and  are  always 
ready  to  protect  them.  But  reverse  the  picture, 
and  go  to  New  York;  go  to  Philadelphia,  or  any 
other  town  in  the  North ;  and  of  all  the  miserable, 
degraded,  downcast  wretches  it  had  ever  been  his 
lot  to  see,  the  free  blacks  there  were  lowest  in 
the  scale.  Those- gentlemen  who  were  so  anx- 
ious that  the  South  should  set  the  negroes  free — 
what  had  they  done  to  Ameliorate  the  condition 
of  their  black  population?  Had  they  put  them 
in  stations  of  honor  or  trust.'  Did  they  invite 
them  to  sit  at  their  tables,  and  associate  with 
their  families?  Why,  so  far  from  associating 
with  them,  they  would  hardly  suffer  them  to 
exercise  the  daily  employment  of  driving  a  cart. 
There  was,  however,  one  exception  to  this  harsh 
kind  of  treatment  of  the  black  race,  and  he  was 
glad  now  to  notice  it.  The  ladies  of  the  town  of 
Reboboth,  Massachusetts,  petitioned  the  Legis- 
lature to  repeal  the  law  prohibiting  marriages 


between  blacks  and  whites.  The  Legislature  ac- 
cordingly did  repeal  the  law,  and  tliis  was  the 
only  good  thing  they  did  for  the  black  race.  He 
did  not  know  what  sort  of  ladies  these  petition- 
ers might  have  been — perhaps  they  were  old 
maids,  or  they  might  have  lieen  married  women 
tired  of  their  husbands,  and  anxious  to  experi- 
ence the  charlbs  of  variety.  They  might  have 
been  ladies  of  taste,  but  they  certainly  were  not 
ladies  of  smell. 

But  in  the  midstpf  this  hurrah  of  the  old  maids, 
or  whatever  they  were,  the  black  ladies  got 
alarmed,  and  said,  if  this  were  to  be  allowed  they 
should  get  no  husbands  at  all;and  they  petitioned 
against  permission  being  allowed  to  the  white 
ladies  to  marry  the  blacks.  But  the  Legislature 
of  Massachusetts,  always  true  to  its  principles 
and  purposes,  told  the  black  women  they  must 
do  the  best  lliey  could  far  themselves,  for  the  la- 
dies wanted  to  get  the  blacks  for  their  ivusbands; 
and  that  Legislature  repealed  the  prohibitory  law, 
and  there  it  atood.  This  was  the  way,  he  sup- 
posed, they  wished  to  relieve  the  African  race.' 
He  had  said  that  Massachusetts  was  true  to  her 
principles;  she  was  slill  pouring  her  petitions  upon 
Con!;res8,  not  only  for  the  abolition  of  slavery, 
but  ibr  money  to  pay  her  gallant  militia  for  their 
services  in  the  last  war.  [Laughter.]  Yes,  peti- 
tions were  gravely  presented  foran  appropriation 
for  the  militia  of  Massachusetts  for  their  services 
in  the  last  war!  But  the  House  never  gut  any 
such  petitions  from  Georgia  or  Louisiana.  The 
women  of  those  States  staid  at  home  to  take 
care  of  their  husbands  and  of  their  domestic  con- 
cerns, instead  of  running  about  to  get  up  petitions 
on  such  subjects;  but  gallant  Massachusetts — 
Massachusetts,  which  was  so  brave  in  the  last 
war — came  here,  not  only  to  petition  for  the  blacks 
but  for  large  sums  of  money  to  pay  the  militia  for 
the  noble  stand  they  took  in  the  last  war.  [Laugh- 
ter.] The  militia  of  Mississippi  were  at  New 
Orleans;  the  militia  of  Kentucky  were  at'  New 
Orleans;  the  militia  of  Tennessee,  and  of  other 
States  too,  were  likewise  at  the  battle  of  New 
Orleans;  their  cannon  were  there;  but  no  petition 
came  here  asking  Congress  for  any  favor;  what 
they  did  was  done  in  their  country  s  service;Bnd 
in  whatever  glory  the  country  then  acquired  they 
felt  that  they  participated.  No;  the  petitions  that 
came  here  came  from  another  quarter;  they  came 
from  the  North; and  there  was  nothing  that  could 
be  named  under  heaven,  down  to  the  building  of 
an  insignificant  cabin  on  a  farm,  about  which  they 
would  not  have  petitions  from  the  North.  He 
was  tired  of  these  petitions,  and  he  wished  an  end 
to  be  put  to  this  pitiful  business;  but  he  must  be 
permitted  .to  say,  that  if  they  thought  nothing 
more  was  meant  in  this  than  the  right  of  petition, 
they  were  very  much  mistaken.  There  was  a 
power  behind  the  throne,  in  the  North,  greater 
than  the  throne  itself.  There  was  a  foreign  influ- 
ence at  work,  and  if  it  was  not  now  seen  it  would 
be  soon  felt.  Great  Britain,  or  some  of  her  people, 
were  at  the  bottom  of  all  this. 

Look  at  the  world 's  convention,  with  a  Ger- 
man begger  (Prince  Albert)  for  its  president — a 
German  who  was  pensioned  on  the  people  of  Eng- 
land at  the  sum  of  ^50,000  a  year,  because  the 
Q,ueen  of  England  expressed  the  wish  to  sleep 
with  him.  And  that  upstart  young  man  (now 
a  pensioner  on  the  people  of  England^  was  to  reg- 
ulate the  world's  affairs,  for  he  presided  over  the 
world's  convention;  and  they  saw  the  AboUlion- 
ists  of  this  country  running  over  to  take  counsel 
with  British  traitors  how'to  break  down  our  con- 
stitution, and  overturn  our  Government,  These 
things  struck  him  with  astonishmentand  sorrow. 
He  was  sorry,  too,  a  few  months  ago,  to  see  that 
a  peraon  named  Brougham  thought  fit  to  assail 
the  executive  of  the  United  States,  because  the 
President  of  the  United  States  was  disposed  to 
sympathize  with  the  people  of  Ireland  on  the  sub- 
ject of  Irish  repeal.  Now  it  was  known  the  pres- 
ident of  the  world's  convention — the  husband  of 
the  Clueen — the  poor  pensioner  on  the  oppressed 
people  of  England — had  meddled  with  the  affairs 
of  this  country,  and  yet  it  was  supposed  that  the 
President  of  the  United  States  should  have  noth- 
ing to  say  about  England,  and  her  affairs  with 
Ireland.  It  was  humiliating  enough,  and  morti- 
fying to  the  national  pride,  to  see  the  head  of  this 
nation  assailed,  as  he  had  been  by  the  press  of 
this  country — this  was  sufficiently  galling  to  the 
national  pride;  but  they  were  obliged  to  submit 


to  it,  however  much  they  might  regret  it,  because 
they  could  not  abridge  the  liberty  of  the  press; 
but  when  an  English  Abolitionist,  an  upstart 
aristocrat,  a  mountebank  politician,  and  a  traitor 
to  his  principles,  took  the  liberty  to  assail  the 
head  of  this  nation,  he  assailed  us  all;  because  the 
President  was  put  where  he  is  by  the  American 
'  people,  and  he  had  sustained  himself  on  occa- 
sions the  most  trying  and  important,  at  a  time 
when  the  country  was  in  danger,  when  the  Con- 
stitution was  threatened,  and  when  no  one  hardly 
knew  what  aday  would  bring  forth,  with  a  moral 
firmness  worthy  of  Jackson  himself;  and  yetthii 
man,  this  traitor  Brougham,  assails  him  because 
the  President  thinks  there  is  justice  in  the  move- 
ment of  the  people  of  Ireland  in  favor  of  repeal. 

He  put  all  Abolitionists  at  defiance.  They 
sometimes  appealed  to.the  fears  of  the  South,  and 
asked  what  the  South  would  do  if  the  Union  were 
dissolved.  They  asked-  what  the  South  would  do 
in  such  a  contingency  for  manufactures.  To  this 
he  would  answer,  in  the  language  of  Benjamin 
Franklin,  when  a  like  question  was  proposed  to 
America  in  anticipation  of  her  separation  from 
Great  Britain:  "  We  will  wear  our  dd  coals  over 
again  rather  than  lose  our  rights. "  What  would 
ihey^o?  Why,  the  God  of  Heaven  had  lavished 
upon  them  everything  that  a  nation  could  want. 
South  of  Mason  and  Dixon's  line  they  had  suf- 
ficient breadstuffs  to  supply  the  wants  of  all  iheir 
people.  The  South,  too,  abounded  in  mineral, 
wealth:  all  the  gold  of  the  Union  was  found  there; 
part  of  the  lead  of  the  Union  was  found  there; 
they  had  coal  without  limit;  and  God  bad  given 
them  the  finest  harbors  the  world  ever  saw.  All 
the  sugar,  and  all  the  tobacco,  and  every  other 
thing  which  brought  wealth  to  this  country  from 
foreign  nations  was  raised  there;  and  yet  ther 
were  asked  what  ihey  should  do.  He  would  tell 
the  House  that,  if  they  had  nothing  but  money 
to  bind  them  to  the  Union,  they  would  not  slay 
in  it  a  single  day:  it  was  a  love  for  the  Union 
which  bound  them  up  in  the  Union.  They  of  the 
South  loved  the  Union;  they  never  petitioned  for 
an  abolition  of  the  Union;  they  never  petitioned 
to  break  down  the  Constilut'on.  No,  sir;  they 
had  never  sent  such  a  petition  to  this  House. 
They  were  satisfied  to  maintain  the  Union,  if  they 
were  only  given  their  rights. 

Sometimes  their  weakness  was  thrown  in  their 
face;  and  it  had  been  intimated  that  it  was  intend- 
ed to  make  them  feel  their  weakness;  but  he 
would  tell  gentlemen  who  entertained  such  an  in- 
tention that  they  had  better  be  cautious  how  they 
attempted  to  make  the  South  feel  her  weakness. 
She  had  strength,  and  she  had  power  to  make  it 
felt  in  other  quarters.  Deny  to  the  South  justice; 
refuse  to  the  South  the  protection  of  her  property; 
oppress  the  South,  andfthe  interests  of  the  South, 
with  unjust  taxation,  and  another  quarter  would 
be  made  to  feei  its  weakness.  He  would  tell  them, 
if  Congress  should  rise  without  doing  justice  to 
the  South,  the  day  would  come  when  they  would 
rue  it.  He  called  upon  the  Dcqiocratic  Congress 
openly,  as  men,  to  do  it;  he  called  upon  them  to 
look  to  the  Constitution  before  they  suffered  them- 
selves to  be  led  ^tray  by  treasonable  fanatics. 
He  would  tell  them  that,  if  this  Congress  rose 
without  doing  justice  to  the  South,  they  need  not 
be  astonished  if  the  whole  current  oi  southern 
feeling  should  be  changed. 

He  had  barely  time,  as  he  had  before  intimated, 
even  to  glance  at  what  he  wished  to  say;  and 
therefore  he  must  hurry  on.  He  would,  how- 
ever, repeat  that  an  appeal  had  been  made  to  their 
fears.  They  had  been  asked  what  they  should 
do  in  case  of  invasion  or  of  a  revolution ;  and  they 
of  the  South  answered  that  they  had  twice  the 
strength  now  that  the  whole  Union  possessed  at 
the  time  of  the  Revolution.  They  had  now  a 
white  population  of  six  million;  but,  besides, 
there  were  Indiana  and  Illinois  close  by  them, 
and  united  to  them  both  by  interest  and  by  feel- 
ing. Let  them  take  care,  then,  lest,  instead  of 
curtailing  the  limits  of  slavery,  and  bringing  it 
into  narrower  bounds,  they  made  those  two  States 
slave  States  before  long.  He  called  upon  gentle- 
men around  him  to  lookout:  there  might  be  dan- 
fer  from  other  qiiarters.  They  could  not  separate 
ndiana  and  Illinois  from  the  southern  States, 
identified  with  the  South  as  those  States  were  by 
interest  and  by  feeling;  but  there  was  another 
quarter  still.  I'bey  mustrecolledtbattbereWas 
a  country  called  'Texas,  and  that  country  woa 
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coming  home  a^ain,  Teziu  was  willing,  and  the 
South  waa  willing,  for  Texas  and  the  Soath  were 
likewise  identified  in  feelinga  and  in  interests; 
and  what  God  himself  has  bound  together  let  no 
'  Abolitionist,  either  of  England  or  elsewhere, 'put 
asunder.  Thus,  then,  they  would  hare  the  men 
of  San  Jacinto — the  conquerors  of  that  fight — hy 
their  side;  and,  so  far  from  the  South  having 
fears  on  the  subject,  there  never  waa  a  people  that 
felt  more  confidence  than  is  felt  now  by  the  peo- 
ple of  the  slave  States.  They  could  not,  with  all 
the  petitions  from  Massachuaetta  poured  in  upon 
them,  carry  the  abolition  poiift  in  that  House; 
and,  in  the  Senate,  the  South  had  one  half  of  its 
body  to  rely  upon  for  protection.  But  besides 
these,  there  were  the  guarantees  of  the  Constitu- 
tion opposed  to  abolition.  They  could  not  break 
down  the  Constitution  without  a  vote  of  two 
thirds;  buteven  if  that  number  could  be  obtained, 
there  were  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court 
in  opposition  to  the  criminal  design.  There  was 
also  a  strong  feeling  at  the  North  against  it.  He 
found  gallant  New  Hampshire  In  the  North,  as 
true  to  the  Constitution  as  the  needle  to  the  pole. 
But  in  Ohio  be  could  not  forget  how  much  of 
proper  feeling  existed,  and  he  would  as  soon 
trust  her  as  he  would  Mississippi  or  Louisiana. 
In  Pennsylvania,  likewise,  there  was  reliance  for 
the  South.  Should  the  South,  then,  not  feel  that 
she  possessed  stretigth .'  The  South  herself  was 
united  as  one  man  on  that  subject,  with  perhaps 
one  exception.  [He  was  understood  to  allude  to 
Mr.  Clincman.J  Let  the  struggle,  then,  come 
when  it  might,  in  the  South  there  would  be  no 
distinction  between  Whig  and  Democrat. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  the  expiration  of 
the  morning  hour. 

DISPUTED  BLKCTI0N8  OF  POUR  BTATEIt. 

Mr.  ELMER  moved  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  for  the 
purpose  of  proceeding  with  the  consideration  of 
the  reports  of  the  majority  and  minority  of  the 
Committee  of  Elections,  on  the  case  of  the  mem- 
bers from  Mississippi,  Missouri,  Georgia,  and 
New  Hampshire,  who  were  elected  by  general 
ticket. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  asked  the  j;entleman  from 
New  Jersey  to  give  way  fur  a  motion  to  dischari;e 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  from  the  entire  sub- 
ject, so  that  it  might  be  brought  into  the  House 
and  there  debated.  The  question  of  election, 
like  a  question  of  privilege,  ought  to  be  decided 
in  the  House,  and  not  in  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole;  he  therefore  moved  todischarge  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole.  He  had  no  desire  to  cut  off 
debate  by  this;  for  he  desired  that  there  should  be 
a  full  and  free  discussion  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  agreed  with  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
was  nottiie  place  to  discuss  this  question-  and 
that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  stale  of 
the  Union  should  be  discharged  from  its  further 
consideration,  that  it  might  be  brought  into  the 
House;  but  he  wodld  appeal  to  the  gentleman  to 
waive,  for  the  present,  pressing  that  motion,  as 
the  House  had  before  it  now,  perhaps,  one  of 
the  most  important  subjects  that  could  occupy 
its  attention.  He  trusted  the  gentleman  would 
permit  the  discussion  on  this  subject  (the  rules) 
to  go  on  some  time  longer  before  he  pressed  on 
that  other  question;ana  he  trusted,  also,  that  the 
gentleman  from  New  Jersey  [Mr.  Elmer]  would 
not  press  his  motion. 

Mr.  ELMER  was  understood  to  say  that  he 
was  willing  to  withdraw  his  motion  if  tiiat  should 
be  the  sense  of  the  House. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  said  he  should  vote  aniinst 
diinsharging  the  Committee  of  the  Whole.  There 
ought  to  be  a  full,  fair,  and  free  discussion;  and, 
though  gentlemen  avowed  that  they  had  no  in- 
tention to  abridge  discussion,  yet  his  own  expe- 
rience satisfied  him  that  there  would  be  the  ap- 
prehension of  the  gag  of  the  previous  question 
hanging  over  them.  He  hoped  the  discussion 
would  take  place  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole» 
where  it  could  be  more  free  than  in  the  House. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  should  like 
to  hear  some  reason  assigned  for  discharging  the 
committee.  Why  should  the  subject  be  with- 
dra^wn  from  the  committee  before  its  discussion 
was  entered  upon .'  It  was  a  novel  and  important 
subject,  and  should  have  the  fullest  and  freest 
diqcuaoion. 


Mr.  CAMPBELL  said  he  would  give  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky  one  reason,  duesuons 
of  election  had  been  determined  to  be  questions  of 
privilege;  and  questions  of  privilege  must  always 
be  determined  in  the  House,  and  not  in  commit- 
tee. He  went  on  to  explain  how  this  point  was 
settled  in  the  New  Jersey  case. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky,  said  his  friend  from 
South  Carolina  had  given  him  no  answer.  In  no 
case  did  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  make  a  de- 
cision; but  it  made  a  report  to  the  House,  and  the 
decision  was  in  the  House,  and*  not  in  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole.  He  contended  that  the  dis- 
cussion on  this  subject  should  be  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  where  the  discussion  could  be  car- 
ried on  with  more  freedom  than  in  the  House. 
He  said  there  was  no  danger  of  the  minority  abus- 
ing the  right  of  debate,  as  the  majority  could  at 
any  time  take  it  out  of  the  committee  by  a  vote 
of  two  thirds,  which  its  majority  would  enable  it 
to  do. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  replied,  he  did  not  deem 
it  necessary  to  argue  the  propriety  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  going  into  a  tirade  about 
what  he  supposed  might  be  the  tyranny  of  the 
majority.  The  simple  question  was,  whether  the 
House  would  sit  on  this  subject  as  a  House,  or 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  which  was  the 
proper  place  to  decide  this  question  ?  The  gen- 
tleman might,  if  he  pleased,  indulge  the  conjecture 
that  the  House  would  stop  the  debate  by  Ine  pre- 
vious question.  It  was  not  for  him  to  say  what 
would  be  the  proceedings  of  the  House;  but,  for 
himself,  he  had  no  such  intention. 

He  then  proceeded  to  quote  precedents  to  jus- 
tify the  course  he  had  pointed  out.  And  he  in- 
quired how,  in  such  a  case  as  that  of  the  genlle- 
m^n  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Gilmer,]  if  the  parties 
interested  desired  to  be  heard,  by  themselves  or 
by  counsel,  the  House  would  hear  them  ?  Would 
it  be  in  committee  ?  Certainly  not;  but  the  House 
would  permit  them  to  appear  at  its  bar,  under  the 
privileges  of  the  House. 

There  had  been  a  number  of  cases  in  which 
persons  contesting  their  elections  had  been  heard 
by  counsel,  not  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
but  at  the  bar  of  the  House;  and  it  certainly 
seemed  to  him  that  that  was  the  proper  place  to 
decide  them.  The  House  had  to  decide  judicially, 
and  the  judgment  was  to  be  recorded  by  the  Clerk 
as  the  judicial  decision.  It  would  be  an  amusing 
spectacle  In  see  a  motion  made  in  the  Supreme 
Court  that  it  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of 
the  whole. 

He  concluded  by  disclaiming  any  idea,  by  the 
motion  he  had  made,  of  curtailing  the  privilege 
of  debate;  and  lie  protested  against  gentlemen 
prejudicing  the  decision  of  the  House,  by  throw- 
ing out  insinuations  to  prove  that  the  majority 
desired  to  curb  or  suppress  debate. 

Mr.  BARNARD  said  he  had  heard  nothing, 
not  even  the  report  of  the  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee, which  had  struck  him  with  more  amaze- 
ment than  the  speech  of  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, [Mr.  Dbohooole.I  The  Committee  of 
Elections,  after  great  deliberation,  report  to  the 
House,  and  their  report,  on  their  own  motion,  is 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  and  on  their  own  motion  a 
day  is  specially  set  apart  for  its  consideration; 
ana  this  was  done  as  long  as  two  weeks  ago,  the 
subject  rcjnaining  all  the  while  in  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  nobody  anticipating  such  a  change 
as  this;  and  now  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
was  to  be  discharged  from  its  consideration,  and 
for  what  reason  ?  or,  rather,  what  apology  is  of- 
fered? Why,  because  it  is  said  it  is  a  question 
of  privilege.  What  privilege  was  it?  Was  it 
the  privilege  of  those  members  whose  seats  were 
contested,  to  have  the  House  brought  to  a  decis- 
ion whether  they  should  be  turned  out  of  their 
seats  or  not  1 

It  was  necessary  to  go  into. Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  all  important  questions.  Would  it  be 
said  that  this  was  not  an  important  question  ? 
He  thought  they  ought  not  to  depart  from  the 
prescriMd  form  on  this  occasion,  and  take  the 
subject  out  of  committee  until  they  had  an  op- 
portunity fully  to  discuss  and  consider  it. 

Mr.  HOLMES  said  it  was  a  custom  of  anti- 
quity, before  going  into  the  consideration  of  im- 
portant subjects,  which  affected  the  fundamental 
principles  of  the  Government,  for  men  to  retire 
for  a  while  to  a  sanctuary,  and  tliere  to  divest 


themselves  of  all  prejudices,  and  prepare  for  sol- 
emn meditation.  This,  be  thought,  would  be  an 
admirable  practice  to  be  here  adopted.  What 
was  the  ^question  which  it  was  now  proposed 
should  be'taken  from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
Was  it  an  ordinary  question  of  auum  and  (uum— 
was  it  one  of  those  light  questions  which  arose 
and  were  dispatched  every  day  in  that  House? 
He  declared  that  he  never  yet  came  to  the  con- 
sideration of  any  subject  with  a  greater  desire 
for  calm  deliberation;  for  it  so  happened  that  his 
particular  friends,  his  party  colleagues,  ^if  be 
mig[ht  use  the  expression,)  were  involved  in  the, 
decision.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.* 
Droucoole]  placed  the  question  upon  a  mere  ° 
technicality,  that  this  House  was  a  judicial  tribu- 
nal, and  as  such  could  not  resolve  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  The  absurdity  of  such 
a  figure  could  not  throw  ridicule  upon  the  propo- 
sition to  go  into  Committee  of  llie  Whole;  nor 
would  it  be  a  suflficient  reason  against  ^ing  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  if  it  were  admitted  to  be 
a  privileged  question. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  said  he  saw  no  necessity  for 
a  further  debate  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  He 
had  lone  since  made  up  his  mind  upon  the  ques- 
tion, ana  was  ready  to  act;  and  he  would  venture 
the  assertion  that  there  was  no  man  on  that  floor 
will)  the  exception,  perhaps,  of  bis  friend  from 
South  Carolina,  whose  mind  was  not  already 
made  up. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  expressed  the  opinion  that 
the  minds  of  all  the  members  were  not  made  up; 
and  that  many  of  them  wished  to  have  the  sub- 
ject discussed. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  said  that  the  gentleman  might 
be  right,  and  that  the  minds  of  many  were  not 
made  up;  bu4  he  would  venture  to  make  one  pre- 
diction, and  that  was,  when  the  vote  came  to  be 
taken,  all  the  Whig  members  would  vote  against 
the  gentlemen  who  were  elected  under  the  general 
ticket  system,  and  all  the  Democratic  members 
would  vote  for  them.  He  saw  no  use  in  a  pro- 
tracted discussion.  The  people  would  much  rather 
they  would  act.  The  subject  had  been  amply 
discussed  when  the  law  was  passed;  and  subse- 
quent! yasamplyd  iscusscd  before  the  people,  who 
fully  understood  it,  and  had  decided  on  it.  Us 
denied  that  the  present  majority  of  the  House  bad 
shown  any  disposition  to  curtail  discussion,  or 
infringe  the  rights  of  the  minority;  and  heap- 
pealed  to  the  candor  of  the  old  Whig  members  to 
say  if  the  last  Congress  was  not  more  obnoxious 
to  the  charge  than  the  present  one.  He  was  here 
at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  this  mandamus  ttct^ 
and  remembered  tne  time  allotted  by  the  majority 
for  the  discussion  of  it.  He  also  referred  to  thie 
hot  haste  in  which  the  same  majority  hurried 
through  the  bank  bill,  without  allowing  an  hour's 
debate  on  it.  He  repeated  ihat  his  mind  was  made 
up;  and  he  believed  the  minds  of  a  majority  were 
also  made  up,  and  he  saw  no  good  that  could  arise 
from  a  further  discussion. 

Mr.  HALE  said  that  this  preliminary  discus- 
sion kept  ofl*  the  discussion  that  must  ensue  on 
the  main  question;  and,  as  he  was  anxious  Tor 
that  to  commence,  he  would,  for  the  purpose  of 
bringing  it  on,  move  the  previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  was  ordered — ayes  80,  noes  63. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  nrain  question,  which  was  as  follows: 
Shall  <he  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union  be  disdiarged  from  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions ? 

And  the  yeas  and  nays  being  ordered. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  the  vote  token;  but 
before  it  was  announced  by  the  Choir, 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  raised  the  point  of  order, 
whether  the  gentlemen  whose  ^seals  were  con- 
tested could  vote  on  this  question,  inasmuch  as 
they  were  interested? 

Mr.  PAYNE  called  the  ^ntleman  to  order, 
and  demanded  the  annunciation  of  the  vote. 

The  SPEAKER  said  he  saw  nothing  io  the 
present  question  to  which  the  rule  could  apply. 

Mr.  A.  V.  BROWN  said  he  would  remind  the 
Speaker  and  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
that  if  the  interest  mentioned  was  such  a  one  as 
to  exclude  members  from  voting,  it  excluded 
every  member  of  this  House.  Not  one  could 
vote;  for  all  were  interested,  all  having  been  re- 
ferred to  the  committee,  and  the  claim  of  all  to 
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membership  had  l>een  reporlpd  on.  His  motion, 
thqrerorc.  was  impossible  of  execution,  or  it 
would  lake  the  whole  subject  from  before  Con- 
gress. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  begged  the  Chair  to  decide 
his  point,  w'hether  the  gentlemen  were  entitled  to 
»ote .' 

Mr.  HARALSON  wished  to  call  attention  to 
the 

Th.-  SPEAKER  interposed,  and  said  there 
Was  no  question  before  the  House. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  wished  to  make  an  inquiry, 
that  lie  mi«ht  know  whether  he  ought  to  appeal. 
H->  understood  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina to  object  to  the  counting  of  the  votes  of  cer- 
tain gentlemen  on  this  floor,  ^Ihc  gentlemen  from 
Mississippi,  Missouri,  Georgia,  and  New  Hamp- 
shire,) and  he  understood  the  Speaker  to  decide 
that  ilinse  gentlemen  were  not  so  interested  as  t<^ 
dis-|ualify  them  from  voting.  If  that  was  the 
decision  of  the  Chair,  he  should  appeal. 

Adtr  some  further  conversation  between  the 
SPEAKER  (Mr.  Reamulct  in  the  chair)  and 
Mr.  CAMPBELL, 

Mr.  SCHENCK  appealed  firom  the  decision 
of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  BLACK.of  Georgia,  rose  to  a  question  of 
order.  It  was  not  in  order  for  the  gentleman  from 
Sooth  Carolina  [Mr.  CAMrVKLL]  to  raise  his  ques- 
tion at  the  time  be  did,  and  hence  no  question 
arising  out  of  it  was  in  order.  At  the  time  the 
gi^ntlrman  from  South  Carolina  made  his  point, 
the  House  was  voting — for  the  yeas  and  nays 
w<-re  being  taken — and  it  was  the  bounden  duty 
of  the  Speaker  to  pronounce  the  decision  of  the 
House  liefore  aov  other  businesa  could  be  in 
order.  Then^as  the  point  of  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  could  not  properly  intervene, 
the  appeal  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  must  fall 
vritb  It. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  called  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  to  order,  for  no  debate  was  in  order  when 
the  previous  qu^tion  was  called. 

Mr.  BLACK  said  he  was  not  debating  the  ques- 
tion; he  simply  rose  to  a  point  of  order,  which  he 
was  stating.  __ 

The  SPEAKER  stated  the  question  to  be  on 
Uie  appeal  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio. 

Mr.  HARALSON  said  he  had  a  decision  in 
point,  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, in  the  celebrateaNew  Jersey  case,  this  very 
question  bein^then  undet  consideration  before  the 
Twenty-Sixth  Congress.  Mr.  Adams,  then  in  the 
chair,  made  the  decision,  which  he  would  send  to 
the  Clerk  to  be  read,  as,  by  the  rules  of  the  House, 
he  could  not  be  allowed  to  speak. 

It  was  read,  as  follows: 

"  Tlie  cbainn.in  (Ur.  Aoim)  here  ■uiihI  what  he  con- 
ceived lo  be  the  role.  lie  conceived  the  rule  lo  be  that  the 
fwrvofu  who  prriiented  the  evidence  required  by  llie  Coii- 
Kliluliao  ufllie  United  Suica  and  Uie  lawn  or  the  Blale  of 
New  Jecwy  were  entitled  lo  til  mdtott  In  Ike  Haute  until 
deprired/rom  doing  so  by  the  act  of  the  Htm%e.  Tliii  was  hi« 
rtfiiiiioa  ;  an  lheetpre»«cd  liimfM'IrwithlheinorecunAdence 
liecMUw  he  had  declared  it  bclbre  he  wa!<  placed,  by  a  vote 
of  itie  llriUMe,  in  ttie  elialr  he  noir  occupied. 

•>  TiM!  Chair  decided  that  the  five  inembers  from  New 
Jef^«y,  wlio  were  coniiniMioneil  by  the  (vuvemur,  were  not 
pfnhiMled  fmin  voting  under  that  rule ;  they  themselves 
%vere  not  iminedialety  and  pemonalty  iniereMeds  it  was 
tbeir  eamiiuients  oaly  who  were  inierMied." 

Mr.  COBB  inquired  if  the  appeal  was  debata- 
ble?   {Cries  of"  No!"  "No!"] 

Mr.  CA.MPRELL  said  it  was  debatable,  ac- 
cording to  decisions  made  during  the  present  ses- 
•ion. 

Mr.  COBB  said,  if  it  was  debatable,  he  desired 
to  show  his  right  to  vote  on  this  or  any  other 
question  comin«  before  this  House. 

Mr.  BLACK  again  urged  his  point  of  order. 
The  SPEAKER  decided  that  the  appeal  was  in 
order. 

Mr.  BLACK  inquired  if  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  [Mr.  Campbell]  had  mnde  any 
distinct  motion  before  the  appeal  was  taken.  He 
ondersiood  the  Chair  to  say  that  there  was  noth- 
ivtg  before  the  House  to  which  the  appeal  could 
apply. 

The  SPEAKER  reiterated  the  detusion. 
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Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky,  was  understood  to 
call  for  the  reading  of  another  precedent  set  by 
the  New  Jersey  case. 

The  Clerk  read  it  accordingly;  and  it  was  un- 
derstood to  show  that  Messrs.  Halstead,  Strat- 
ton,  and  Yorke,  .of  New  Jersey  ,were  not  counted 
on  a  vote. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  explained,  that  at  that 
time,  the  gentlemen  from  New  Jersey  had  not 
been  qualified,  or  recognized  as  members  on  this 
floor. 

Some  furtht>r  conversation  ensued  between 
Messrs.  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky,  DRO.MGOOLE, 
and  CAMPBELL. 

Mr.  HUNT  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
appearand  they  were  ordered;  and  the  Clerk  pro- 
ceeded to  call  the  roll. 

Mr.  BLACK  rose,  when  Ms  name  was  called, 
and  said  the  question  he  understood  to  be, whether 
certain  members  elected  by  general  ticket  bad  the 
right  to  vole;  believing  in  hia  own  right  to  do  so, 
he  voted  "ay." 

Mr.  SCHENCK  wished  to  raise  (he  question 
whether  the  gen  tiemen  from  the  four  States  should 
vote. 

[Cries  of  "Go  on !"  "Call  the  roll!") 

The  Clerk  accordingly  proceeded  with  the  call. 

And  the  question  on  the  appeal  resulted — yeas 
117,  nays  53;  as  follows: 

TEAS — Memra.  Andennn,  Atkinmn,  Benton,  Bidlock, 
Edward  1.  Black,  Jainea  Black,  Janiea  A.  Black,  Black- 
well,  DOMler,  Bower,  Jacob  BriiikerholT,  Brodhead,  Aaron 
V.  Brown,  William  J.  Brown,  Burke,  Burt,  Caldwell, 
Catlin,  Reuben  Chapman,  Augustus  A.  Chapman,  Chap- 
pell,  Clinton. Cobb,  C'oleii,  Cnws,  Duna,  Daniel,  Eicbard  l>. 
Davis,  John  W.  Davis,  Dean.  Dillinshaip,  Douglaa.  Drom- 
foole,  Duiilap,  Ellis,  Elmer,  Farlee,  Fieklln,  Foster, l^rencb, 
Gilmer,  Byrain  Green,  Hale,  Hamlin,  Haralson,  Hays,  Hen- 
ley, Herrick,  Holmes,  Hopkins,  Houston,  Hubbell,  Hughes, 
Hungerford,  James  B.  Hunt.  Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  Jameson,* 
CJave  JohiiKon,  Andrew  Jnlmson,  George  \V.  Jones,  Ken- 
nedy, Prestiui  Kins.  Kirkpatrick,  Lnbranche,  Leonard, 
Lucas,  Lumpkin,  McOauslen,  Macliiy,  McClelland,  Mc 
I'lernaitd,  MoConnell,  McDowell,  McKay,  Joseph  Morris, 
Murphy,  Norris,  Owen,  I'armenter,  Payne,  Emery  D.  Pot- 
ter, Prau,  Purdy,  Rathbun,  David  B.  Iteid,  Reirc,  Kilter, 
Rokiiuna,  Unwell,  Saunders,  David  L.  Seymour,  Thomas 
H.  Seyaiour,  Simpson,  Slidell,  John  T.  Smiili,  Riibert 
Smitli,  Thomas  Smith,  Sieenrod,  Stetson,  John  Siewart, 
Stiles,  Slnnn,  Strnnir,  Sykes,  Taylor,  Thompson,  TiblKUIs, 
Tucker,  Wilier,  Wentworth,  Williams,  Wilkins,  Wise, 
Woodward.  Joseph  A.  Wright,  and  Yost— 117. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Ailares,  Ashe,  Baker,  Barringer,  Bar- 
nard, Belser,  Milton  Brown,  Jereiiiiali  Brown,  Bufflnglon, 
Campbell,  Carroll,  Chilton,  Clingman,  Collamer,  Cranston, 
Garrett  Davis,  Deberry,  nellel,  Dickey,  Dickinson,  Pish, 
Ploreiice,  Prick,  Oiddings,  Grinnell,  Grider,  Hardin,  Har- 
per, Hudson,  Washington  Hunt,  Irvin,  Jenks,  Perley  B. 
Johnson,  Daniel  P.  King,  Mcllvaine,  Maisli,  Edward  J. 
Morris,  Moseley,  Nes,  Newton,  Patlenion,  Peyton,  Elisha 
R.  Potter,  Ramsey,  Rayner,  Charles  M.  Reed,  Rockwell, 
ItagHrs,  Sample,  Sdienck,  Senter,  Severance,  Albert 
Smith,  Caleb  B.  Smith,  Andrew  Stewart,  Suinniers, 
Tildeii,  Tyler,  Vance,  Vanmeter,  White,  and  WiHiam 
Wright— S3. 

So  the  decision  of  the  Chair  was  sustained  by 
the  judgment  of  the  House. 

The  vote  was  then  announced  on  discharging 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  resulted — yeas 
107,  nays  T2;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Atkinson,  Bcnrdsl^,  Bentnn, 
Bidlack,  Edward  J.  Black,  James  Black,  James  A.  Black, 
Bhickwell,  Bower,  Boyd,  Jacob  Itrinkerhoir,  Brodhead, 
Aaron  V.  Brown,  William  J.  Brown,  Burke,  Burt,  Cald- 
well, Campbell,  Cary,  Catlin,  Reuben  Chapman,  Augustus 
A.  Chapman,  Cliulon,  Cobb,  f'oleti.  Cross,  Cunnm,  Dana, 
Dean,  Dillingham,  Douglas,  Dnmigoole,  Dunlap,  Elmer, 
Farlee,  Fiwter,  French,  Frick,  Gilmer,  Byram  Green,  Hale, 
Hamlin,  Hnmtnelt,  Haralson,  Hays,  llrrrick,  Hopkins, 
Houston.  Huburd,  Hubbell,  Hughes.  Iltlngerfnrd,  James  B. 
Hunt,  Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  Jameson,  Cave  Johnson.  An- 
drew Johniion,  George  W.  Jones,  Kennedy.  Preslon  King, 
Kirkpatrick,  Labranehe,  Leonard.  Lucas,  Lumpkin,  Me- 
Caunlen,  Maelay,  McClelland,  MeClernand,  McCnnnell, 
McDowell,  McKay,  Joseph  Morris,  Murphy,  Norris.  Owen, 
Payne,  Emery  D.  Potter.  Pratt,  Purdy,  K.itliliun,  David'  S. 
lieid.  Kilter,  llobinsnn,  Russell,  Sauiid'-rs,  Simpson,  Jolin 
T.  Smith,  Thomas  Smith,  Robert  Smith,  Sieenrod,  Stet- 
son, John  Siewart,  Stiles,  Strong,  Sykes,  Taylor.  Thomp- 
son, Tucker,  Weller,  Weiitworlh,  Whealon,  Williams, 
Wllkins,  Joseph  A.  Wrlglil,  and  Vost— 107. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  llakcr.  Bnrringer,  Barnard,  Bel- 
ser, Milton  Brown,  Jeremiah  Brown.  Biiffingtim,  Carroll, 
ChappeU,ChHlon,  t^liiigtnnn,  t.^nllanier,  Cranston,  Garrett 
Davis,  Rtehard  D.  Davis,  Deberry,  Dellet,  Dickey,  Dickin- 
son, Fish,  Florence,  (>iddiiigs.  Grinnell,  Griiler,  Harper, 
Holmes,  Hudson,  W%-i-^tiingtnn  Hunt,  Joseph  H.  Ingervoll, 
Irvin,  Jenks,  Perlev  B.  Johnson,  Daniel  P.  King,  Lewis, 
Mcllvaine,  Hanb,  Edward  J.  Morris,  Morse,  Moseley,  Nes, 


Newton,  Parmenter,  Patterson,  Pevton,  Elisha  R.  Poller, 
Ramsey,  Rayner.Charlcs  M.  Reed,  itelfe,  Rockwell,  Rogers, 
Sample,  Schenck,  Senter,  Severance,  David  L.  Seymour, 
Albert  Smith,  Caleb  B.  Smith,  Stephens,  Andrew  Stewart, 
Stone,  Summers,  Thomasson,  libbatu,  Tyler,  Vuiiee, 
Vanmeter,  VVliite,  Wintiirop,  Wise,  Woodward,  ond  Wil- 
liam Wright— 73. 

Mr.  ELMER  then  moved  a  postponement  of 
the  subject  until  to-morrow  morning. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  proposed  that  it  be  post- 
poned until  to-morrow  week. 

The  postponement  being  objected  to, 

Mr.  BELSER  asked  for  the  reading  of  the  res- 
olution reported  by  the  minority;  which,  having 
been  read, 

Mr.  BELSER  moved  that  it  be  substituted  for 
the  resolution  of  the  majority. 

Mr.  ELMER  said  tlint  motion  might  be  made 
when  the  gentleman  should  come  into  possession 
of  the  door  in  the  regular  course  of  debate.  He 
proposed  now  to  offer  a  few  obsertations  upon 
the  report  made  by  the  Committee  of  Elections, 
which  committee  had  been  instructed  to  examine 
and  report  whetlierall  the  members  of  this  House 
had  been  legally  returned.  The  committee  had 
examined  the  credentials  of  the  several  members, 
and  also  the  law  under  which  they  claimed  to  be 
elected;  and  they  found  certain  members  sitting 
in  that  House  who  had  been  elected  under  the 
system  provided  by  the  act  of  1842;  and  certain 
others  who  were  not  elicited  in  conformity  with 
that  law,  but  in  conformity  with  the  existing 
laws  of  the  several  States  which  they  claim  to 
represent;  which  laws  were  enforced  previous  to 
the  passage  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  1843.  The 
committee  had  inquired  as  to  whether  that  act  of 
Congress  was  or  was  not  a  constitutional  law — 
whether  it  was  such  a  law  as,  by  its  own  opera- 
tion, repeals  and  makes  void  the  laws  of  the  Slates 
which  stand  in  opposition  to  it.  The  majority  ot 
the  committee  deeming  this  a  fair  subject  for  their 
inquiry  and  for  the  consideration  of  the  House, 
had  thought  it  right  to  bring  the  question  directly 
before  the  House;  and  they  accordingly  reported 
a  resolution  declaring  that  the  second  section  of 
the  act  which  apportions  the  representation  among 
ihe  several  States,  was  not  a  law  made  in  punu- 
nnce  of  the  Constitution,  and  was  not  valid  and 
binding  upon  the  Slates.  In  that  resolution  he 
concurred,  after  the  most  careful,  deliberate,  and 
unbiased  consideration  which  he  could  give  to 
it.  And  concurring  in  this  proposition,  he  rose 
now  to  give  the  reasons  which  had  brought  him 
to  that  conclusion.  He  rose  to  give  his  reasons 
for  holding  that  the  law  of  Congress  was  not 
such  a  constitutional  law  as  did  repeal  and  make 
void  the  laws  of  the  several  States. 

They  were  called  upon  in  this  instance  lo  de- 
cide a  most  important  question — a  question  affect- 
ing the  organization  or  that  House — affecting  the 
rights  of  the  people  who  were  to  be  repreBented 
here,  and  afiecting  the  coustitutional  power  of 
Congress,  h  was  declared  by  the  Constitution 
that  this  House  should  be  the  judge  of  the  quali- 
fication and  return  of  its  own  members;  and  in 
forming  their  judgments  it  was  absolutely  neces- 
sary that  they  should  consider  not  only  the  con- 
struction of  the  law,  but  its  validity.  No  ques- 
tion of  election  returns  could  come  before  the 
House  without  involving  the  very  same  duty  of 
deciding  upon  the  constitutionality  of  the  laws 
which  regulated  the  elections.  He  made  this  re- 
mark because  the  right  had  been  questioned. 
The  same  duty  in  such  cases  was  imposed  upon 
the  House  as  would  be  upon  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  Stales;  which  court  has  the  right 
to  go  into  all  questions  concerning  the  Constitu- 
tion and  laws,  and  to  decide  ns  lo  their  constitu- 
tionality and  validity.  He,  for  his  own  part, 
was  very  far  from  desiring  to  decide  upon  the 
constitutionality  and  validity  of  an  act  of  Con- 
gress; indeed,  he  lamented  the  necessity  there 
was  thatsuch  a  question  should  come  fortiecision 
before  a  body  constituted  as  that  was;  but  it  was 
a  necessity  which  they  could  not  avoid.    The 

aupstion  could  not  come  before  the  orttinnrjr  ju- 
icial  tribunals  of  the  land;  it  must  be  decided 
here;  and  if  they  should  decide  that  the  law  was 
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unconstitutional,  it  would  not  be  the  first  which 
had  been  so  decided.  The  joint  resolution  of 
1819,  approved  by  the  President,  and  having'the 
force  of  a  law,  directing  in  what  manner  the 
.  printers  of  the  two  Houses  should  be  elected,  was 
subsequently  declared  unconstitutional.  There 
were  various  other  cases  which  might  be  men- 
tioned. 

But  gentlemen  holding  hi^h  stations — gentle- 
men vvliose  opinions  were  entitled  to  much  weight 
— had  come  forward  and  prejudged  tlic  right  of 
certain  members  in  that  Houac  to  their  seats,  and 
declared  that  they  had  not  even  the  color  of  a 
claim  to  their  scat's,  although  that  claim  had  been 
authenticated  by  the  broad  seal  of  the  States  from 
which  they  came.  This,  to  say  the  least,  was  a 
-very  precipitate  judgment.  It  was  the  remark  of 
Elihu,  the  frientl  of  Job,  that  great  men  were  not 
always  wise.  Had  Elihu  lived  in  these  days,  he 
would  have  found  his  saying  verified.  But,  to 
come  to  the  point,  as  to  the  constitutionality  of 
the  law.  He  had  come  to  the  conclusion,  as  he 
had  already  remarked,  that  this  law  was  uncon- 
stitutional, though  his  individual  opinion  was 
certainly  not  entitled  to  much  weight,  upon  this 
or  any  other  question,  and  he  had.comc  to  it  as 
the  friend  of  the  districting  system,  which  this 
law  professed  to  establish.  It  was  not  because  be 
had  any  hostility  to  the  system,  or  because  he  had 
any  doubt  as  to  the  righ  t  of  the  States  to  establish 
that  mode  of  election,  that  he  determined  this  law 
to  be  unconstitutional. 

He  was  fur  taking  a  middle  course,  keeping 
the  Federal  Government  within  its  ow;i  proper 
bounds,  and  respecting  the  rights  of  the  Stales; 
and  in  this  way  our  complicated  system  of  Gov- 
ernment would  work  harmoniously,  and  the  Fed- 
eral and  State  Governments  would  not  jnr  each 
other.  The  gentleman  had  said  that  he  could  not 
contemplate  a  conflict  between  Congress  and  the 
State  governments  without  the  most  gloomy  fore- 
bodings. What  cause  for  alarm  was  there?  Why 
should  not  Congress  retrace  its  steps,  if  it  had 
gone  wrong?  They  were  brought  to  a  point  at 
which  they  must  decide  whether  their  laws  which 
they  could  not  sustain,  or  the  State  laws  which 
came  in  conflict  with  them,  must  prevail;  then  it 
was  their  duty  to  recede  from  the  ground  they 
had  (Bken.  Mr.  E.  here  took  a  review  of  the 
powers  of  Congress  in  relation  to  the  manner  of 
holding  elections,  and  contended  that  though  they 
might  pass  a  law  prescribing  a  rule  of  action  fur 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  they  had  no  power 
to  pass  a  law  directing  the  Stale  Legislatures  to 
act  in  the  matter;  and,  therefore,  the  law  of  the 
last  Congress  was  void,  and  not  binding  on  the 
States. 

Mr.  E.  pursued  this  course  of  argument  for  a 
brief  space,  when  he  gave  way  to 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  on  whose  motion 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

The  following  pctitiona,  pretented  to-iln^,  were  banded 
to  Uie  reporters  by  the  mcnilMrs  prewnliiig  them : 

By  Mr.  HUGHES  :  Tho  petition  nf  \V.  Farmer,  ori>iule 
county,  praying  CnngrcM  to  establiMb  u  moil  route  I'roin 
Warsaw,  Itcnton  county,  Misvouri,  via  Uumansville,  in 
Potk  county,  D.-ide  Court  Houac,  iu  Dade  county,  to  anr- 
coxee.  in  Newton  county. 

By  Mr.  DAVIS,  ol'  Indiana:  The  joint  reiolution  of  the 
Lcgiblature  of  Indiana  on  tlie  Fuliji'ct  of  cooiptetiiig  ttie 
Wabaali  and  Erie  canat  to  the  Uhio  river. 

Alao,  ilie  petition  of  Glljali  Cliapnian  and  flfly  others, 
citizens  of  Davis  county,  Indiana,  asking  n  donation  ol* 
land  to  complete  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal  to  ttao  Ubio 
river. . 

Also,  the  petition  of  Elizabeth  Wilson,  of  Indiana,  nsk- 
log  a  {leiislnii  in  riglit  of  iier  late  Imsband,  accompanied  by 
"uiidry  voucliers,  and  a  copy  or  Butler's  History  of  Ken- 
tucky. 

By  Itlr.  MACLAY :  The  petition  of  two  hundred  and 
seventy- five  citizens  of  the  city  ot'  New  Yor;,  pra^-ing  for 
a  reduction  of  postage,  and  Uie  aliutitioD  of  tlie  franking 
privileitc. 

By  Mr.  CALDWELL:  The  petition  of  varions  citizena, 

§ra>ini;  the  ctftahllshment  of  a  pn<<t  route  from  Lancaster, 
y  way  of  Crab  Orciiard  and  Glkinsville,  to  Somerset,  in 
Pul.tdki  county,  Kentueky ;  which  was  referred  to  theCom- 
luttlee  on  the  t'OKt  Ollicc  und  Post  Itoads. 

By  Mr.  BLACK  WCLL  :  The  mcniniial  nf  a  number  of 
tbo  mcnibcrtj  nf  the  Tennessee  bar,  praying  that  Congrvss 
cause  the  reports  of  Itie  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States 
to  bo  publislied. 

,Mr.  RELFE  wilbdrew  from  the  files  tho  papers  relating 
10  the  lard  claim  of  James  Journey,  of  Missouri,  and  tbey 
were  rcfem^d  lo  tlie  Ciimniittee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

By  Mr.  LAllliANCilE:  Tlie  pciiiian  i>(  citizens  nf  St. 
Mary,  State  of  Louisiana,  protesiint  against  the  removal  of 
the  surveyor  general's  nflice  from  Donaldsonville  to  Baton 
Bougc;  wtaicta  was  referred  to  Uie  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

By  Mr.  McCAUSLEN :  The  pctitiou  ofJullana  Shaw,  fbr 
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a  pension ;  wbicli  was  referred  to  tlic  t^ommhtee  on  Revo- 
lutionary Pensions. 

By  Mr.  BROWN,  of  Indiana  :  The  petition  nf  John  O. 
Maliany  and  one  hundred  and  eijliteim  nilicrs,  praying  the 
establishment  of  a  mail  route  from  Indianapolis  (via  Brood 
Ripple,  Bethlehem,  Farmington,  Shinlville)  tn  Peru;  which 
wa.'  referred  to  tbo  Committee  on  the  Post  OlDce  and  Post 
Itoads. 

Also,  the  petition  and  accompanying  papers  of  Richard 
8.  I'aris,  Isaac  Wliilman,  and  Phincas  Thomas,  citizena 
of  Clinton  county,  Indiana,  praying  ioduuinity  for  depreda- 
tions committed  by  liiu  Miami  IiuliaHs;  witicb  was  referred 
to  the  ComiHittee  oii  Indian  Aifiiirs. 

Ily  Mr.WRIGHT,  of  Indiana  :  The  petition  of  John  Bur- 
son  and  sixty  otherH,  citizens  nf  Polk  county,  Indiana,  ask- 
ing for  a  portion  of  tho  vacant  l-ind^  in  the  districts  of  Pales- 
tine and  Shuwncrtnvvn,  Illinois,  and  Vincennes,  Indiana, 
fur  the  purpose  of  improvinit  tiin  rapids  of  the  Wabasli  rivet; 
wliich  was  referred  to  the  Coniiniltcc  on  Boadsand  Canals. 

Also,  the  pc'titiim  of  Cenernl  Arthur  Patterson  and  sev- 
enty-five others,  citizens  of  Potk  county,  Indiana,  asking  lor 
tho  same  purposes ;  which  was  referred  to  the  same  com- 
mittee. 

By  Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa  :  The  petition  of  sundry  citi- 
zens of  Jackson  eounty,  Iowa,  praying  the  establishment  of 
a  mail  route  from  Galena,  Illinois,  via  Bellview,  luwa,  tn 
Andrew,  the  county  seat  of  Jackson  county,  Iowa ;  witicb 
tvas  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Itoads. 

Also,  three  petitions  from  citizens  of  Wnppello  county, 
Iowa,  prayinit  Congress  to  continue  Utc  nail  route  from  the 
[ale  Sac  and  Fox  ogeuey,  in  said  county,  via  Ottumwa,  to 
Eddyvltl.^  ill  VV'nppello  county,  Iowa ;  which  was  referred 
10  ttic  same  connnittee. 

By  Mr.  FRICK  :  Tlie  petition  of  two  hundred  and  thirty- 
eight  citizens  nf  the  boroii<;h  of  Milton,  Pennaylvanin,  pray- 
ing for  a  reduction  of  postage  uu  letters,  periodicals,  and 
m-wspapers. 

Also,  a  petition  fi'nni  the  citizena  of  Northumberland  and 
Cidilinbia  counties,  Pennsylvania,  for  the  establisbmont  of 
a  port  route  from  Sunbury  to  Danville,  on  tho  east  side  of 
the  Si|yf;uelianna  river,  via  Snydertown  and  Itushville. 

By  Mr.  STEVVAU'I",  of  Cininecticut :  The  petition  of  II. 
Tn>wbridse,  Sons  .8c  l>wight  and  one  hundred  and  sixty 
others,  praying  Congress  lo  erect  a  permanent  twncon  or 
tiijlil  house  on  the  soitthwcBtled!*e,at  Uie  cntmucc«if  New 
Haven  harbor,  Conneciieut.  Tlie  petition  was  signed  by 
many  shipmasters  from  Maine,  Massachusetts,  New  York, 
and  I'enitsylvania. 

AI>o,  the  r<'port  of  the  plan  and  expense  of  said  lisht- 
liou'te. 

Al;n,  the  petition  of  F.  It.  Gritrin  and  others,  ciUzenaof 
Guilford,  t'oiiiiecticnt,  for  the  erection  of  a  light-boii^tf  at 
Sachem's  Heail.  on  the  north  shore  of  Long  Island  sound. 

ByJVIr.  SI.IHELL:  The  petition  of  James  Pepper,  for 
Ifie  cniitirinailoti  of  cert.ain  entries  of  land  ;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  t;<,ininittee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

By  Mr.  S.\MPLi;:  Tliu  petition  of  Abner  E.  Vonness, 
of  Cass  comity,  Indiana,  pm)ing  iiideinniiy  for  lo.^scs  sus- 
tained while  ensatred  in  r^nrveyiiig  the  puldic  lands. 

By  Mr.  McCLIUtVANI):  The  petition  of  John  Edgerly 
and  four  humlred  and  Aitysix  oUiers,  citizens  of  the  coun- 
ties of  Franklin,  G-illatin.  Perry,  and  Wa-hington,  in  the 
State  of  Illinois,  pra.vlns  ttie  estubli-.|imei)t  of  a  p«>st  route 
fVoni  Stiawneetnwnj  via  Cypressville,  Equality,  Benton, 
Nashville,  and  Belleville,  to  Uie  city  of  St.  Louis,  In  the 
State  of  Missouri. 


IN  SENATE. 
Wedkesdat,  February  7,  1844. 

Mr.  SIMMONS  presented  the  credential*  of 
John  Browh  Francis,  a  Senator  elected  by  the 
Legislature  of  Rhode  Island,  to  fill  the  unexpired 
term  of  William  Sprague,  who  resigned. 

The  credentials  were  read,  and  he  was  qual- 
ified. 

PETITIONS,  ETC. 

Mr.  ATCHISON  presented  a  memorial  from 
sixty  or  seventy  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
residents  of  the  Territory  of  Oregon,  setting  forth 
the  great  injuries  to  which  they  arc  subjected  by 
the  Uritish  authorities  there;  and,  among  other 
things,  that  they  arc  driven  from  their  nomes 
by  the  Hudson  Bay  Company,  or  the  principal 
agents  of  that  company;  and  thot  a  Doctor  Mc- 
Laughlin,an  English  subject,  was  in  the  habit  of 
selling  anjj  making  deeds  for  land  which  belonged 
to  the  United  States  alone,  and  from  which  the 
American  citizens  were  driven.  This  the  memo- 
rialists, after  stating  other  complaints,  pray  Con- 
gress to  extend  to  them  the  protection  of  the  laws 
of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  A.  also  presented  copies  of  deeds  made 
there  by  the  English  subject  alluded  to.  He  re- 
marked, that  in  the  report  made  lo  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Indian  AflTairs,  by  a  Mr.  Elijah  White, 
an  Indian  sub-agent,  the  following  paragraph  ap- 
peared: 

"  A  petition  has  started  from  Ibis  country  to-day,  making 
bitter  complaint  against  the  Hudson  Bay  *  'ompany  and  Gov- 
ernor McLaughlin.  On  reference  to  it,  (as  a  copy  was  de- 
nied,} I  shall  only  say,  had  any  gentleman  disconnected 
wiUi  the  Hudson  Buy  Company  been  at  half  the  pains  ond 
expense  to  establish  a  claim  to  the  Wallamctte  liilts,  very 
few  would  have  raised  an  opposition.  His  half-bushel  meas- 
ure I  know  to  be  exact,  according  to  the  English  imperial 
standard.  The  geiiUemeii  of  this  Goin|iaiiy  have  been 
fatbera  and  fosterers  of  tbo  colony,  ever  encoarogitig  peace. 


industry,  and  good  ordtr;  and  have  sustained  a  cliaractet 
for  hospitality  and  integrity  loo  well  csuUistaed  easily  to  be 
Bliaken." 

Mr.  A.  said  an  issue  was  made  up  between  this 
Indian  agent  and  the  petitioners;  one  side  or  the 
other  had  stated  a  falsehood  as  to  the  conduct  of 
the  Hudson  Bay  Company.  He  believed  itcoult) 
be  easily  shown,  from  the  papers  he  then  sub- 
milted,  that  this  agent,  and  not  the  petitioners, 
had  told  the  lie.  The  petition  dearly  proves  the 
lie  on  the  agent.  For  that  reason  he  moved  that 
the  petition  and  papers  accompanying  be  printed. 
The  motion  wns  agreed  to  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  ATCHISON  presented  a  memorial  signed 
by  A.  A.  Bradford  and  a  lai^^  number  of  citi- 
zens of  Holtcounty,  Missouri,  representing  that, 
within  the  last  year,  a  great  many  murders  had 
been  committed  on  the  northwestern  frontier,  by 
the  Pottawatomie  and  Ottoe  Indians,  and  asking 
that  military  posts  may  be  established  on  that 
frontier  for  the  better  protection  of  the  inhabit- 
ants there;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  presented  a  memorial  from  a 
large  number  of  citizens  of  New  Castle  county, 
Delaware,  asking  that  an  appropriation  may  be 
made  by  Congress  for  the  repair  of  the  piers  at 
Fort  Pcnn,  in  the  Delaware  river.  The  memori- 
alists represent  that  these  piers  were  originally 
built  at  the  expense  of  the  State  of  Delaware,  and 
that  the  work  was  ceded  to  the  United  States  in 
1820,  with  the  understanding  that  it  would  be  kept 
in  repair  by  the  Government;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

MrT  ALLEN  presented  a  memorial  from  Anna 
Maria  Baldwin,  who  was  brought  to  Washing- 
ton by  the  Government  as  a  witness  against  the 
Whiles,  charged  with  burning  the  Treasury 
building,  representing  that  she  was  one  bundrrd 
and  forty-nine  days  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States  as  a  witness,  aiSd  that  she  was  compelled 
to  travel  fourteen  hundred  and  forty-eight  miles 
inconsequence;  and  representing  that  the  coin- 
pensation  allowed  her  by  law  as  a  witness  did 
not  cover  her  expenses.  She  prays  Congress  to 
pass  a  law  allowing  her  further  compensation; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  die  Ju- 
diciary. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  a  memorial, 
signed  by  James  McConnelland  a  number  of  cit- 
izens of  Bakerstown  and  vicinity,  in  Alleghany 
county,  Pennsylvania,  remonstrating  against  the 
admission  of  Texas  into  the  Union;  which  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  William  D.  McMurlie, 
who  was  appointed  a  member  of  the  scientific 
corps  of  the  exploring  expedition,  asking  remu- 
neration for  his  losses  sustained  in  consequence  of 
the  revocation  of  that  appointment;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  the  Delaware  Instirance 
Company  of  Philadelphia,  stating  that,  in  the 
course  of  business,  they  pi^rchasecTa  $500  Treas- 
ury note,  which  was  one  of  those  abstracted  fr(>ra 
the  mail,  and  asking  Congress  to  make  provis- 
ion for  its  payment;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  Lardner  Vanoxem,  in 
behalf  of  the  heirs  of  James  Vanuxem,  a  mer- 
chant of  Philadelphia,  who  lost  property  by  the 
depredations  of  the  French,  prior  to  1800,  praying 
Congress,  if  they  cannot  appropriate  money  for 
the  payment  of  the  claim  now,  to  take  measures 
to  collect  and  preserve  the  evidence  of  such  claiins; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  presented  a  memorial  and 
joint  resolutions,  adopted  by  the  Legislature  uf 
Indiana,  instructing  the  Senators  and  requesting 
the  Representatives  from  that  State  to  use  every 
reasonable  exertion  to  procure  liberal  appropria- 
tions for  the  construction  of  the  Cumberland  rood 
in  Indiana. 

Also,  joint  resolutions  adopted  by  the  said  Le- 
gislature, setting  forth  the  fact  that  a  number  of 
the  bridges  on  the  Cumberland  rood  ore  in  such 
a  dilapidated  condition  that  there  is  great  danger 
of  their  falling  down,  ond  obstructing  the  carry- 
ing of  the  mail;  and  instructing  the  Senators  and 
requesting  the  Representatives  to  use  their  influ- 
ence to  procure  an  appropriation  to  prevent  such 
an  occurrence;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Roails  and  Canals. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  preienteda  petition  from 
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Allen  Munroe  and  other  ciiicena  of  (he  town  of 
Eldrid^,  in  the  county  of  Onondaga,  New  York; 
and  apeiitionfrnmS.  Williams  and  other  citizena 
of  the  town  of  Newburg,  New  York,  praying  for 
a  reduction  of  the  rates  of  postage,  and  a  restric- 
tion or  Uie  abolition  of  the  franking  privilege; 
wliiciv  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  FAIRPiELD  presented  a  memorial  from 
Charles  H.  Witherbee  and  others,  praying  tliat 
a  pension  may  be  granted  to  Elizabeth  Barrows, 
the  widow  of  Peter  Barrows,  a  soldier  of  the 
revolution;  and  a  petition  from  Eunice  Sawtell, 
the  widow  of  Jonas  Sawtell,  praying  a  pension 
for  the  revolutionary  services  of  her  haaband; 
which  arere  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions. 

Mr.  SIMMONS  presented  a  memorial  from 
Audley  Clark  and  other  citizena  of  Newport, 
Rhode  Island,  praying  Congress  to  adopt  auch 
measures  as  will  secure  to  them  reparation  for 
French  spoliations  prior  to  1800;  whtch  were  re- 
ferred to  (lie  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  PORTER  presented  a  petition  from  Eunice 
Pawling,  widow  of  the  late  Colonel  Albert  Paw- 
ling, of  the  Revolution,  asking  the  commutation 
pay  to  which  he  was  entitled;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Also  Joint  resolutions,  adopted  by  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Michigan,  instructing  the  Senators  and 
requesting  the  Reprpsentativesfron  that  State  to 
cooperate  with  the  Senators  and  Representatives 
of  other  States  interested  in  the  accomplishment 
of  such  a  work,  to  procure  an  appropriation  from 
Congress  to  have  constructed  by  the  General 
Governmeut  a  ship  canal  around  the  falls  of  St. 
Mary  river.. 

Mr.  P.  made  aoroe  remarks,  not  distinctly 
beard,on  the  importance  of  the  work  in  a  national 
point  of  view.  He  was  understood  to  say  that 
the  Committee  on  Roads  end  Canals  have  alreadjr 
bad  the  subject  refem-d  to  it,  on  several  nlemon- 
•ls,and  haddelayed  action  upon  it,  until  the  Le- 
gislature of  Michigan  ( before  which  he  knew  these 
resolutions  were  pending,  on  a  dilTercnce  of  opin- 
ion as  to  the  best  mode  to  have  the  work  accom- 
plished) had  disposed  of  them.  On  his  motion, 
the  resolutions  were  referred  to  the  same  commit- 
tee, and  nrderrd  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  ATCmSON  presented  further  documents 
in  support  of  the  claims  of  Mr.  Myeric,  a  naval 
contractor;  which  were  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  presented  a  petition  from 
Leah  Qrajr,  for  apensino;  which  was  rcfefred  to 
the  Committ4-e  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  BEKRIEN  presented  resolutions  adopted 
by  the  LegiHiature  of  Georgia,  expressive  of  the 
opinion  of  that  body  on  the  amendment  proposed 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Slates  by  the  Le- 
gislature of  Ma8sachu8n((s — that  is,  so  to  amend 
that  instrument,  as  to  disallow  slave  representa- 
tion. The  Legislature  of  Georgia,  after  consid- 
ering the  recommciidadon,  resolved  that  the  Con- 
•tilution  of  the  United  Statea  was  the  result  of 
mutual  concessions  and  compromises  among  the 
several  States;  that  the  Federal  basis,  as  estab- 
lished by  that  instrument,  was  a  concession  to 
the  slavcholding  Slates  of  the  Union;  and  (hat 
any  attempt  now  to  strike  from  that  instrument 
that  feature,  would  lie  a  gross  violation  of  the 
faith  plighted  upon  i(a  adoption. 

On  motion,  the  resolutions  were  read  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Mr.  B.  alao  presented  resolutions  adopted  by 
the  Legislature  of  that  Slate,  declaring  that  it  is 
inexpedient  to  abolish  the  franking  privilege,  and 
requesting  the  Senators  and  RepresenUlives  from 
that  State  to  procure  the  passage  of  a  taw  reduc- 
ing the  ratea  of  postage;  which  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads, 
•Ji4  ordered  to  be  printed. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  WOOD  BRIDGE,  from  Uie  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  to  which  the  memorial  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  Missouri  upon  the  subject  was 
referred,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  school 
trustees, or  other  lawful  autboritius  hnviiigcharge 
of  the  subject  of  common  schools,  of  surveyed 
township  forty-eight  in  range  eighteen  west,  in 
the  county  of  Cooper,  und  State  of  Missouri,  to 
enter  a  section  of  land  in  lieu  of  section  sixteen, 
is  said  towpship,  for  the  use  of  schools;  which 


was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading;  and 
the  report  accompanying  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  DAYTON,  from  the  Commi((ee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  to  which  had  been  referred  the  pe- 
tition of  James  Smalley  and  others,  upon  the 
subject,  reported  a  bill  for  the  payment  of  the 
fourtli  regiment  in  the  second  brigade  of  the  tliird 
division  of  the  Vermont  militia,  for  services  at 
the  battle  of  Plattsbui^;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  D.,fram  the  same  committee,  t^  which 
bad  been  referred  the  petition  of  George  Tyler 
and  other  citizens  of  Vermont,  praying  compen- 
sation for  services  rendered  at. Plattsburg, during 
the  war,  made  an  adverse  report  thereon;  which 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  COLaO ITT,  from  the  Committee  on  Pri- 
vate Land  Claims,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the 
petition  of  Philip  C.  S.  Barbour,  praying  con- 
firmation of  title  to  certain  lands;  which  was  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hiram 
March;  wbicli  was  read, and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BARROW,  It  was 
Aeiolrtrf,  That  (lie  Ci^mittee  on  Commerce  br  initrneted 
to  inquire  into  Uw  expediency  of  reporting  s  bill  to  repeal 
the  ezlating  law  wlricli  give,  coltcctom  of  iha  customs  tliree 
monliMlo  rumlth  bond  aud  (ecutity  for  the  lUthrul  dis- 
diarse  of  the  duties  of  tlieir  ofRce. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ATHERTON,  it  was 
itsMtra/,  That  the  Commiuee  on  Public  Land*  be  in- 
•Inieted  to  inquire  into  Uie  expediency  of  abolishing  the 
ofllce  of  the  Solicitor  of  the  Gunoral  Land  Ofllce. 

TRANSFER  OP  NAVAL  APPROPRIATIONS. 

Mr.  EVANS,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  which  was  referred  House  bill  authorizing  the 
President  of  the  United  Stales  to  make  a  transfer 
of  appropriations  in  the  naval  service,  undereer- 
tain  circumstances,  reported  the  same  back  with- 
out amendment,  and  with  a  recommendation  that 
it  do  pass. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  E.,  the  prcTioua  onlers  of 
the  day  were  postponed,  and  the  Senate  took  up 
the  bill  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  BAYARD'observed  that  he  did  not  wish 
to  say  anything  against  the  passage  of  this  bill; 
but  he  shttuld  ue  very  glad  to  have  an  opportu- 
nity of  expressing  the  feelings  of  indignation 
which  he  entertained  in  relation  to  the  constraint 
which  was  thus  put  upon  Congress  for  making 
appropriations  for  objects  which  were  not  de- 
sirneii,and  for  taking  from  the  legislative  branch 
of  the  Government  tne  power  of  making  appro- 
priations, by  this  species  of  Executive  usurpa- 
tion. It  was  monstrous,  and  one  of  those  things 
which  would  never  be  tolerated  under  any  other 
form  of  government.  It  was  one  of  those  propo- 
sitions which  the  British  Parliament,  in  a  resolu- 
tion which  passed  that  body,  declared  to  be  a 
matter  meriting  impeachment.  He  hoped  that 
such  a  resolution  as  this  might  be  passed  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  that  a  check  would 
thus  be  imposed  on  this  kind  of  Executive  usurp- 
ation. At  sonie  other  lime,  he  would  take  oc- 
casion to  express  his  feelings  on  this  matter,  and 
his  opinion  in  regard  to  the  policy  of  diverting 
appropriations,  made  by  the  legislative 'depart- 
ment for  particular  purposes,  to  others  not  de- 
signed, and  thus  compelling  Congress  to  advance 
money  which  it  was  never  designed  should  be 
otherwise  used  than  in  the  manner  specified.  He 
had  no  objection  to  this  bill,  guarded  as  it  was  in 
its  language.  It  was  against  the  general  policy 
of  bills  of  this  kind  he  argued;  and  he  had  merely 
expressed  his  indignation  on  the  subject  of  Ex- 
ecutive usurpation  over  the  rights  of  Congress. 

Mr.  EVA  NS  remarked  that  he  did  nol  consider 
it  worth  while  to  say  anything  about  these  ob- 
jections, since  it  yina  evident  that  the  Senator 
from  Delaware  [Mr.  Bataud]  did  not  thoroughly 
understand  the  purpose  of  the  bill.  By  the  late 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  (he  Navy,  it  seemed 
that  the  appropriation  for  (he  increase  and  repair 
of  the  Navy  for  1843-44,  passed  at  the  last  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  had  been  found  inadequate  for 
the  purpose  for  which  it  was  designed. 

Mr.  E.  here  read  the  following  passage  from 
the  report: 

**The  appropriation  for  increase,  repairs,  &c.,  for  the 
year  1843-44  liaving  been  heavily  drawn  upon  in  payment 
of  coatraon  made,  and  hi  tlie  execuliou  of  pisas,  and  the 


eomplethin  of  works  In  progress  anterior  lathe  commence- 
ment nf  the  present  flocal  year,  it  was  deemed  necessary, 
in  October  last,  tu  disclmrge  a  large  portion  of  the  persona 
employed  under  (his  head,  leaving,  however,  it  is  believed, 
enough  of  funds  unexpended  to  meet  moat  of  the  ouutaud- 
ing  demanib  against  Uie  Department,  cbargeablc  to  tills 
appropriation.  The  act  of  Congress  of  the  31st-Augu8t, 
1843,  which  forbids  the  transfer  of  appropriations  {torn  one 
to  another  branch  of  expenditure  in  tills  Department,  has 
operated  injudiciously.  Were  ihese  transfers  permiued,  It 
is  heUeved  that  sutBcient  means  wight  be  found  auioog  the 
various  balances  uf  appropriatlooa  tn  pay  most,  if  not  all, 
needful  outlays  in  the  ntiing,  completing,  and  repairing  of 
vessels  and  fur  payments  on  uncompleted  contracts ;  and  t 
am  hilly  persuaded  tliot  the  public  interests  would  be  pro- 
moted were  Congress  to  auUiotixa  these  traoafers  early  in 
liie  ensuing  sesaioo." 

That  was  to  say  that  the  appropriation  made 
was  exhausted  in  meeting  other  contracts.  Con- 
gress dill  not  appropriate  enough  to  meet  the  out'' 
standing  liabilities.  Other  branches  of  the  ser^ 
vice  consumed  the  greater  part  of  the  appropria- 
tions. There  was  still  a  considerable  sum  left, 
(|300,000,)  under  other  heads,  which  mi^ht  be 
made  use  of  for  the  object  designed  by  this  bill. 
He  was  in  favor  of  restricting  these  appropria- 
tions to  specific  objects;  but  before  making  them 
the  objecu  should  be  looked  into,  so  as  to  make 
the  appropriations  adequate  to  those  objects.  He 
did  not  wish,  however,  to  have  the  moaning  hour 
consumed  in  the  discussion  of  this  matter. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  wished  to  say  a  single 
word.  His  object  in  rising  was  not  to  object  to 
the  passage  of  the  bill;  but  he  was  unwilling  to 
let  that  occasion  pass  without  expressing  his 
views  in  relation  to  the  expenditure  by  the  De- 
partments of  appropriations  made  bylaw  for  one 
specific  object,  for  other  object*  not  designed  by 
law,  and  thus  making  the  Departments  the  appro- 
priating body,  instead  of  Congress.  It  was  well 
.iggown  that  this  appropriation  was  made  by  Con- 
gress for  a  specific  object.  If  a  sufficient  amount 
had  not  been  appropriated  to  accomplish  that  ob- 
ject, let  the  demanii  be  made  for  a  new  appropri- 
ation, and  not  be  put  in  the  form  of  asking  Con- 
gress to  take  from  one  branch  of  the  naval  serries 
to  apply  to  another.  This  would  he  in  conform- 
ity with  the  spirit  and  the  letter  of  the  restriction 
piaeed  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  1842  upon  the 
Navy  DetNtrtment.  He  ho|)ed  this  would  be 
ddne;  and  he  suggested  to  the  Senator  from 
Maine  [Mr.  Evans]  the  propriety  of  such  a 
course.  . 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  Hoped  that  there  was  no 
objection  to  this  bill,  and  that  it  might  be  suffered 
to  pass,  before  the  whole  morning  hour  should  be 
consumed.  Whilst  the  Senate  was  talking  about 
the  bill,  against  which  he  had  not  heard  a  single 
reasonable  objection  advanced,  many  laborers 
belonging  to  the  navy-yards  were  destitute,  and 
almost  starving  for  want  of  employment. 

Mr.  BAYARD  observed  that  it  was  the  condi- 
tion of  these  people,  as  represented  by  his  friend 
from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Bocbanan,]  which  in- 
duced him  to  give  his  vote  for  the  passage  of  the 
bill.  It  was  not  out  of  kindness  to  the  Depart- 
ments. Nothing  else  but  the  destitute  condition 
of  these  laborers  would  induce  him  to  adopt  such 
a  course.  He  did  it  for  the  benefit  of  persona  of 
this  kind  who  were  in  the  public  employment; 
and  not  from  any  confidence  he  had  in  that  branch 
of  the  Administration.  It  was  the  principle  thus 
established  by  the  action  of  (he  Departments  |[of 
thwarting  the  legislation  of  Congress)  to  which 
he  was  opposed.  It  was  one  of  the  modes  by 
which  the  executive  branch  of  the  Government 
usurped  legislative  powers.  He  did  hope,  to  pre- 
vent such  encroachments  in  future,  that  Congress 
would  not  depend  upon  the  uncertain  remedy  of 
impeachment,  but  that  they  would  provide  a  pen- 
alty to  be  inflicted  on  any  officer  who  would  thus 
wantonly  disregard  the  laws  of  Congress.  Such 
conduct  as  had  been  alluded  to  should  be  pun- 
ished with  a  specific  penalty.  It  should  be  made 
a  penitentiary  offense.  Until  something  of  this 
kind  was  done,  they  would  never  be  able  to  arrest 
this  tendency  towards  Executive  usurpation. 

Mr.  KING  said  he  did  not  know  why  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  Delaware  [Mr.  Bataro]  had 
expressed  so  much  indignation  on  a  mere  propo- 
sition to  transfer  from  one  branch  of  naval  servioe 
an  appropriation  more  than  sufficient  f9r  the  ex- 
igencies'of  that  branch,  to  another  for  which  it 
was  absolutely  necessary.  The  appropriation 
heretofore  made  was  found  insufficient  to  accom- 
plish the  object  for  which  it  was  designed;  and, 
consequently,  great  numbers  of  workmen  were 
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thrown  out  of  employment.  It  was  now  proposed 
to  transfer  from  another  head  of  appropriation, 
where  it  wns  not  wanted,  a  sum  sufHcient  for  that 
purpose.  Was  that  a  proposition  to  give  rise  to 
indignation;  Was  it  an  evidence  of  maladminis- 
tration.' Or  were  the  gentleman's  strictures  of  a 
general  nature.' 

Mr.  DAYAKD  said,  in  reply,  that  he  had  only 
thrown  out  those  views  in  rcierenco  to  the  sub- 
ject-matter of  the  bill.  He  had  expressed  him- 
self willing  to  vote  for  irs  passage,  and  he  did  not 
object  particularly  to  this  bill. 

Mr.  KING  remarked  that  he  now  understood 
that  the  gentleman's  indignation  did  not  apply  to 
this  bill;  but  that  it  wa.i  of  a  mmn  general  char- 
acter. He  would  not  detain  the  Sctmte,  as  the 
Senator's  remarks  wore  only  applicable  to  an 
fanaginnry  case,  and  were  not  intended  to  operate 
against  this  bill.     Me  would  vote  fur  the  bill. 

There  being  no  amendment  to  the  bill,  it  was 
reported  to  the  Senate,  rend  the  third  time,  and 
p«sscd . 

THE  TARIFF — THE  CO.MPROMISE  ACT. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  (empore  announced  the 
unfinisliod  business — being  llic  resolution  of  the  ', 
Committee  on  Finance  for  the  indefiiiitR  postpone-  j 
ment  of  the  bill  introduced  by  Mr.  .McDdpfie  for  | 
reducing  the  rates  of  duties  under*  the  present' 
tarilT  to  the  standard  of  the  compromise  act.         j 

Mr.  WOODBURY  addressed  the  Senate  for 
two  hours.     He  slated  that  he  was  one  of  the  | 
cgmmiitce  towhom  the  bill  introduced  by  the  i 
hononible  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  and  now  | 
under  considerniTon,  was  referred.     (Ic  did  not  I 
agree  with  the  majority  of  that  committee,  as  he 
was  in  favor  of  p.tsslng  this  bill,  but  not  without  j 
amendment.     He  thought,  if  oflercd  to  the  Se»-  { 
ate,  not  precisely  ns  it  then  stood,  but  in  some  ' 
points  new  modeled,  it  would  be  mure  neccptable 
to  the  innjority  than  in  its  present  sinte.     Noth- 
ing advanced  on  either  side,  in  the  discussion  of! 
this  bill,  had  since  caused  liim  to  change  his  opin- 
ion.    In  (he  discus-sinns  of  nil  questions  of  this 
tiaturc,  the  disproving  of  ndmiK:<inn  of  asserted 
facts  went  far  to  euattjc  those  engaged  to  see  more 
clearly  the  grounds  on  which  they  should  act. 
On  this  question  he  admitted  ihere  was  great  con- 
trariety of  opinion — a  great  variety  of  principles 
involved;  and,  as  it  was  truly  suid,  "  principles 
were  eternal,  no  matter  how  men  might  change." 
In  arguing  the  necessity  forarcvisioti  of  thelarifT 
bill  of  1842,  he  intended  togrnuiid  that  argument 
on  facts— not  theories,  as  employed  or  used  by 
those  advocating  n  dilTcrent  policy.  I 

HcdifTcrcd  wfth  the  honorable  cliairman  of  iho  ' 
committee,  who  deprecated  all  agitation  of  the 
subject,  and  sued  for  a  liingpr  trial  of  the  law 
which  the  bill  under  consideration  pro(iosed  to 
amend  or  repeal.     He  asked  that  it  should  be  al- 
lowed further  lime  to  develop  itself,  and  show  the  I 
immense  advaniagca  which  its  advocates  con-  I 
tended  it  bestowed  on  the  nation.    This  request 
would  be  very  well,  and  come  with  a  better  grace,  , 
if  it  was  a  new,  doubtful,  or  untried  proceeding;  i 
but,  unfortunately  for  its  advocates,  instead  of  a 
new  or  untriod  measure,  it  was  in  operation  since 
the  year  1816,  or,  if  it  suited  the  gentleman  op- 
posite [Mr.  Evans]  better,  at  least  since  the  year 
]824— during  which  period  it  was,  as  it  is  now, 
the  subject  of  complaint.  And  yet  it  is  said  now, 
"  It  is  a'sacred  mia-turc;  no  Imnds  must  be  hiid 
on  ii."    Mr.  W.  contended  that  this  attempted 

Crohibition  from  nirddliiig  with  or  amendif^  this  ;i 
ill  did  nut  correspond  with  the  declarations  of  ' 
many  who,  by  their  vote,';,  assisted  in  carrying  it  i 
through  the  &'nate,  by  a  majority  of  one,  in  the  j| 
session  of  1842.  It  was  carried  ihrotigh  the  SeU-  i 
ale  under  declarations  of  its  being  full  of  faults 
and  pregnant  with  evils,  and  only  to  be  continued  I 
«  law  until  an  npporuinity  would  offer,  in  the  j| 
next  session,  of  fully  amending  it.  An  honorable  i 
Senator  from  New  York  described  the  larifT  bill  I 
of  1842  as  a  bill  loaded  with  defects,  unproductive  ,1 
to  the  revenue,  and  without  any  provision  for-col-  j| 
lection.  A  former  colleague  of  the  hoiiorabh:  j, 
chairman  said,  if  any  other  means  could  be  de-  !; 
Tised  by  which  provision  for  llie  operations  of 
Government  could  be  made,  he  would  not^upport  { 
it;  but  as  it  was,  he  would  only  give  it  his  aid  | 
until  another  Congress  would  substitute  for  it  a  | 
better  and  more  constitutional  measure.  Anhon 


orablo   Senator  from  Pennsylvania  accepted   it 
only  08  the  least  of  two  evila;  he  did  not  receive 


or  admit  it  even  as  a  minor  good;  and  yet,  after 
those  declarations  by  Senators  who  helped  to 
make  it  a  law  by  their  votes,  it  is  now  declared 
by  its  advocates  that  any  interference,  any  at- 
tempt to  amend  or  disturb  the  provisions  of  this 
bill,  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  is  not  only  im- 
proper and  incorrect,  but  is  absolutely  overstep- 
ping their  bounds  of  duly  ns  laid  down  by  the 
Constitution.  He  had,  however,  further,  and, 
with  the  advocates  of  the  tarilT,  he  should  sup- 
pose higher  authority  to  advance  in  support  of  his 
views;  and  that  authority  was  contained  in  u  let- 
ter dated  Ashland,  and  written  by  an  honorable 
and  disiinguished  ex-Senator  from  Kentucky,  in 
which  he  says,  "  if  defects  exist  in- the  tariff  bill, 
they  ought  to  be  corrected . "  Bui,  lest  this  should 
not  be  deemed  an  admission  that  defects  did  exist, 
he  would  quote  nnoiher  portion  of  that  letter, 
which  could  leave  no  doubt  as  to  the  opinions  of 
the  writer.     He  says: 

"  Provision"  «f  tlic  bill  of  1 818  are  hiililjr  cUitcreilittbIc  lo 
Aiiiericnii  legi.^laiinii ;  oinl  be  liopod,  I'ur  Ui«  bonor  of  Uie 
coiiiiiry,  tb4-y  ivmilU  lit- vcr  be  repuatt'd.-* 

If  the  IhII  of  1828  was  discreditable  to  the  legis- 
lation of  the  country,  the  bill  of  1842  was  equally, 
if  not  more  so.     It  might  be  called  a  transcript  of 
the  bill  of  1828,  with  the  admission  that,  where 
there  were  any  alterations  llic>wcrefor  the  worse. 
This  was  no  idle  theory  advanced  for  the  support 
of  the  argument,  as  he  was  prepared  to  show  by  ', 
facts.    Mr.  W.  proceeded  to  show,  from  a  list  of  I 
duties  imposed  by  the  bill  of  183j  and  the  bill 
of  1842,  iliai,  on  all  leading  useful  oriicles,  there 
was,  by  the  last  law,  a  heavy  increase.  The  tar- 
ilT of  1828  put  on  boots  a  duty  of  ten  per  cent.; 
that  of  1842  raised  it  to  forty  per  cent.    On  coal 
there  was  a  duty  of  six  cents  per  bushel;  raised 
by  the  act  of  1842  (o  $1  75  per  (on;  cordage,  an  ! 
article  more  or  less  used  by  poor  and  rich,  was  ' 
raised  from  four  to  four  and  a  half;  cotton,  in- 
stead of  eighty,  was  raised  to  over  one  hundred; 
cotton  bagging,  from  three  and  one  half,  as  im- 
posed by  the  act  of  1828,  was  increased  to  four 
cents  per  square  yard,  and  on  some  descriptions 
to  ive  cents;  laces  from  live  to  twenty;  glass  from 
one  hundred  |>cr  cent,  to  between  two  and  three 
hundred,  and  on  some  descriptions  to  five  or  six 
hundred  per  cent. ;  shoes  (hat,  by  the  bill  of  1S9S, 
were  admiucd  on  a  duty  of  twenty-live  pctc  cent., 
were  now  charged  thirty  per  cent.,  and  from  that 
up  to  seventy-five  per  cent.;  woolens  then  thirty 
per  cent.,  now  ranged  from  forty  up  lo  sixty  per 
oent,;  and  so  with  all  the  leading  articles  most  re- 
quired by  the  people.    The  bill  of  1843,  he  main- 
mined,  was  a  bill  framed  wholly  and  solely  for 
the  protection  of  one  small  class  of  tlie  popula- 
tion, at  the  expense  of  all  the  otiiers;  it  was  a  bill 
benefiting  the  few  by  sacrificing  the  many;  and, 
if  he  saiiidied  ihc  Senate  that  such  was  the  fact, 
he  did  not  suppose  that  any  principle  could  be 
found,  or  would  be  advanced,  lo  justify  its  con- 
tinuance.   It  was  not  sought  for  by  the  body  of 
ilie  people,  nor  was  it  pretended,  when  the  sub- 
ject was  discussed  in  the  years  1816, 1824,  or  1838, 
that  it  was  for  any  other  purpose  than  that  of  | 
protecting  the  manufacturing  interests.  This  was  ' 
susceptible  of  proof  by  reference  to  oflicial  docu-  ' 
ments.  The  bill  of  1816  made,  on  an  average,  an  ' 
advance  on  the  former  duties  of  forty-two  per 
cent.;  and  this  increase  was  then  admitted  by  the  , 
Secretary  of  the  Treo-sury  to  lie  for  the  prolec-  ! 
lion  of  manufactures,  and  not  for  the  benefit  of  i 
the  revenue.    The  bills  of  1824,  1828,  and  1842,  ', 
followed  in  (ho  same  spirit,  oach  exceeding  the  I 
one  gone  before,  until  an  amount  of  duties  was  , 
reached  by  the  bill   now  in  existence  exceeding  ' 
anything  of  .(he  kind  known  here  or  elsewhere.  I 
These  enormous  dudes  could  not,  for  a  moment,  ; 
be  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  'revenue*,  as  it  was  . 
too  well  known  a  fact  that,  in  all  countries  where  , 
duties  were  levied  to  increase  the  revenue,  they  : 
never  exceeded  (en,  fifteen,  or,  at  the  highest, 
twenty-five  t>er  cent.    England, France,or8pain,  ' 
could  not  be  quoted  in  opposition  to  this  fact;  for,  i 
where  they  placed  higher  duties  than  ten,  fifteen, 
or  twenty-five  per  cent.,  they  openly  avowed  it 
was  for  protection,  and  not  tor  increase  of  rev- 
enue. ! 

Mr.W.  here  quoted  from  another  list  of  duties, 
showing  the  heavy  tax  imposed  on  what'  might  j 
be  termed  Ihc  necessaries — articles  in  use  by  high 
and  low — and  contended  against  the  injustice  of 
thus  burdening  the  many  for  the  benefit  of  the 
few.    As  to  the  so-styled  protection  alForded  to  i 


the  farmer  or  the  agriculturist  by  the  tlutid  or 
flour  and  farm  produce,  it  was  altogether  vi»ion- 
ary.  No  protection  was  required  where  there  «u 
no  competition;  and  they  might  os  well  have  im- 
posed a  like  protective  duty  on  a  cargo  of  ice  or 
granite  going  into  the  Slate  of  New  Hampshire. 
If  this  bill  was  bona  fide  a  bill  for  the  increase  of 
the  revenue,  why  did  it  not  impose  a  duty  on  the 
luxuries  and  elegancies  of  life,  and  not  on  the  ab- 
solute necessaries  ?  On  sugar,  in  the  vear  1840, 
the  duty  on  imports  amounted  to  |3,OliO,000. 
This  was  (3,0(10,000  out  of  the  poekcu  of  ihe 
people,  to  protect  the  planters  of  home  produce. 
In  tlie  same  year  the  duly  on  sillts  imported  wu 
$3,5UO,0OU;  iron,  91,500,000;  spirits,  (3,000,000. 
This  latter  item  was,  he  admitted,  right  in  amoral 
sense.  There  were  other  sources,  making  alto- 
gether an  amount  of  (16,000,000;  and  this  enor- 
mous sum  was  wholly  derived  from  daties  im- 
posed on  evcry-dny  necessaries,  which,  if  notfor 
the  protective  system,  could  be  had  by  the  man 
of  the  people  for  exactly  (16,000,000  less.  That 
those  duties  were  imposed  in  increase  the  rev- 
cniie,  could  not  be  admitted;  for  if  so,  vnokl  not 
similar  "or  greater  duties  be  imposed  on  luxnries 
which  none  but  the  wcalihy  can  indulge  in?  or, 
if  that  was  nol'sufficient,  why  not  the  dutynnall 
other  articles  be  equal  and  in  proportion  i  That 
would  not  do;  the  favored  class  lo  be  prolected 
do  not  manufacture  luxuries,  however  ttiey  gnay 
use  them.  Then,  as  lo  the  share  of  protection 
alTorded  by  (his  bill  to  the  agnculturist  or  pro- 
ducer, what  benefit  did  it  bestow?  Therawnriicla 
was  prolected,  perhaps, "by  a  duty  of  one  per 
cent.;  while,  in  a  manufactured  state,  it  wu 
shielded  by  a  duty  of  from  fifteen  lo  t«  >nty  per 
cent. 

Gentlemen  advocating  the  tarffT  as  it  stood, 
when  hard  pressed  on  one  side,  vaunted  its  bene- 
fits to  Ihe  revenue;  if  pressed  on  that  side,  they 
spoke  of  its  advantages  as  protective  of  mann- 
factures;  and  when  closely  hemmed  in  on  both, 
then  they  boasted  of  its  good  qualities  when 
mixed  up— a  little  of  cither.  Hides,  for  instance, 
the  produce  of  every  farm,  if  taxed  for  revenoe, 
would  bring  the  same  amount  of  duty  as  leather; 
but  this  was  not  the  case.  The  raw  hide  carried 
a  doty  of  five  percent.;  bat,  when  manufactured, 
the  duly  was  thirty-five  per  cent.;  so  that  the 
farmer  selling  the  hide  had  the  benefit  of  a  pro- 
tecting duty  of  five  percent.;  but,irhe  wentsfke^ 
wards  to  buy  the  same  hide  in  n  manufactuieil 
slate, lie  would  have  to  pay,  exclusive  of  its  real 
value,  a  duly  of  Ihfrty-five  (wrccnt.  So  much, ' 
then,  Cpr  the  protection  afToraed  to  the  fanner  by 
the  larifT  of  1842. 

Since  the  passing  of  the  bill  of  1838,  its  friendi 
had  but  one  excuse  for  conlinuihg  its  advocacy, 
and  but  one  hope  for  their  success  in  doing  so; 
anA  thai  excuse  was  the  same  given  by  the  boy, 
when  accused  of  cruelty  in  skinning  a  live  eel- 
he  said  the  eel  was  used  to  it, and, consequently, 
submitted  without  resistance.  In  like  manner, 
the  friends  of  the  larifT  say,  "  Oh,  the  peopleare 
used  to  it,  at  least  since  1^8;  and  being  used  to 
it,  they  will  submit. "  Linseed  and  flaxseed  were 
Ihe  same  as  hides — raw,  a  duly  of  five  per  cent; 
but  linseed  manufactured  into  oil  was  fifteen  per 
cent.;  so  that  the  raiser  of  the  linseed,  if  he  re- 
quired oil  fur  painting  or  other  purposes,  had,  in 
addition  to  its  value,  lo  pay  fifteen  per  cent.,  as 
a  premium  lo  the  manufoclurer.  The  wool-grov- 
ere  of  Vermont  were  protected  by  a  duty  of  in 
per  cent.;  but  let  them  look  for  their  own  pro- 
duce in  a  manufactured  state,  and  they  hoa  to 
pay  twenty-five  lo  sixty  per  cent. — for  what? 
to  protect  the  manafaciurers,  and  to  impoverish 
the  people.  No  better  illustration  of  the  benefiu 
conferred  on  the  mass  of  the  people  by  the  uriff 
of  1843  could  be  given,  than  by  referring  to  the 
anick:  of  raw  tilk)  an  article  which  every  farmer, 
without  expense  or  labor,  save  (hat  of  his  female 
children,  could  produce.  On  raw  silk  there  was 
&  duty  of  fifty  cents  per  pound;  but  on  msnofse- 
lured  silk  the  duty  was  (2  50;  thus  giving  i6  the 
manufacturer,  over  the  farmer,  a  premium  of  two 
dollars  on  every  pound  weight. 

Mr.  W.  went  undrawing  the  same  deductions 
from  the  duiies^n  brass  in  the  lump  and  man- 
ufactured; flax,  cotton,  tin,  and  other  articles; 
and  contended  that  placing  a  protective  dugr  oo 
articles  that  were  not  imported,  or  imported  lo 
such  small  quantities  as  to  render  the  duly  nom- 
inal, was  too  frivolos  a  pretext  to  blind  the  fannei* 
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or  ogrieuliuriBts,  or  lead  ihem  to  suppose  thst  it 
waa  intended  for  taught  else  than  to  keep  them  in 
(he  dark,  while  the  real  principle  of  the  bill  was 
to  protect  and  enrich  the  manufacturers  at  their 
(the  people's)  expense.    If  the  bill  was  not  for 
this  purpose,  and  this  alone — if  it  was  a  bill  for 
the  increase  of  revenue — the  great  variations  in 
the  amount  of  ilulies  would  not  appear  on  its  face; 
all  would  be  equHlIy  and  prnporlionably  taxed. 
it  is  not  shown  that,  from  1790  until  1816,  the 
country  suffered  for  want  of  liish  protecting  du- 
ties; and  yet,  during  that  period,  no  Legislature 
allempled  to  impose  duty  over  ten  or  twelve  per 
cent., but  in  mostcascs  not  exceeding  fi  vc-or  sf  ven 
percent.    But  a  still  stronger  instance  of  the  de- 
lerminatton  of  the  legislators  of  that  day  to  act 
fur  the  benefit  of  all,  and  not  for  a  part,  is  shown 
by  the  bet  of  the  war  duties  of  1812  not  cxccctl- 
ing  twenty  per  cent., and,  in  many  instances,  not 
more  than  eight  or  nine  percent.  He  underslood 
that  it  was  said  by  General  Harrison  to  Mr.  Clay 
that  twenty  or  Iwe-'ty-five  per  cent,  of  cash  du- 
ties should  be  the  highest  nllowed  for  any  pro- 
tective interest;  and  thai,  if  manufacturere  did 
not  find  that  sufficient,  they  should 'turn  t^eir  in- 
dintry  into  some  other  channel.  The  governments 
ol  Madison  and  JefTeraou  never  resorted  to  those 
high  duties;  and  their  not  doing  so,  gave  weight 
to  the  question — was  this  protective  system  legit- 
imate under  any  principle?  The  honorable  choir- 
nan  of  the  committee  had  quoted  Dr.  Franklin 
in  support  of  his  views;  now  he  w»uld  read  from 
Dr.  Franklin's  works  suflicicnt  to  prove  that  he 
^tcrtained  eniin-'lydiiTerent  opinions  from  those 
attributed  to  hii)i  by  that  honorable  genilemnn. 

Here  Mr.  W.  read  several  extracts  from  the 
writings  of  Dr.  Franklia;  all  favorable  to  free 
trade,  and  strongly  deprecating  the  opposite  pol- 
icy. 

The  principle  of  taxing  the  whole  community 
for  the  special  bcncHt  of  a  few  iiHlividuals,  never 
was  before  tnlcrnted  in  any  country  acting  upon 
principles  of  equal  rights.  The  Senator  who  eon- 
lends  that  the  act  of  1842.  is  a  revenue  act,  and 

not  for  protection 

Mr.  EVANS  observed,  that  in  answering  the 
Senator  from  Snuth  Carolina,  who  maintained 
that  the  act  of  1843  was  destructive  to  revenue,  I 
he  had  shown  it  increased  revenue,  but  did  not 
say  it  was  exclusively  an  act  for  revenue. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  was  happy  to  find  the  gen- 
tleman ready  to  admit  that  ii  was  an  act  for  pro- 
tection. The  charges  ogaiiist  the  act  were,  that 
it  was  for  the  protection  of  the  niniiurncturers. 
Other  gentlemen,  however,  had  contended  that  it 
was  a  revenue  measure.  On  that  point  the  pres- 
ent issue  was  taken.  Now,  his  position  was  that 
it  was  not  for  pufposesof  rcvenu-:,  but  subversive 
of  revenue,  and  intended  to  benefit  one  class,  and 
much  the  amnllest  class,  at  the  expense  of  all 
other  ehisses.  He  denied  that  it  yiehli'd  revenue, 
as  a  revenue  act  ought  to  yield  it.  It  would  not 
do  to  take  effects  of  other  causes,  and  attribute 
them  to  the  act,  for  the  purpose  of  making  it  ap- 
pear that  it  alone  had  accomplished  that  whicti, 
from  its  very  nature,  it  wascalcuUled  to  fruatmta. 
It  goes  fifteen  or 'twenty  per  cent,  beyond  the 
revenue  point.  The  revenue  set  of  181C  did  not 
go  beyond  seventeen  and  a  half  per  cent.,  and 
many  articles  were  considerably  under  that  rale. 
Tlie  framcrs  of  the  Constitution  neve;  looked  to 
imparts  for  more  than  a  duty  for  revenue.  They 
calculated,  should  more  be  necessary  for  the 
Government  than  duties  at  the  revenue  point  from 
imports  would  yield,  that  other  sources  of  taxa- 
tion should  be  resorted  to.  They  provided  for 
the  resort  to  otherkinds  of  taxation,  in  order  that 
the  revegde  nqint  of  duty  on  imports  should  not 
be  transcended.  No  Government  in  the  world 
undertakes  to  get  all  its  revenue  from  customs, 
but  this.  France  takes  but  one  eighth  of  its  rev- 
enue from  customs;  England  uboutone  third  ora 
little  over.  But  even  if  we  include  the  whole  tax- 
ation of  our  States— as  it  was  said  by  the  Senator 
from  Maine  we  ought  to  do,  in  contrasting  this 
country  with  others — it  will  be  found  that  we  de- 
rive more  than  half  of  the  whole  taxes  paid  in 
the  Union  from  customs.  It  was  very  well  known 
that  the  State  and  local  taxes  did  not  come  up  to 
one  dollar  per  head  on  the  population,  (including 
woMon  and  children,)  but  the  duty  on  imports  ex- 
ceeds one  dollar  per  head  of  the  whole  population. 
Now,  he  held  that  this  Government  had  not  even 
a  right,  according  to  the  spirit  of  the  Constitu- 


tion, and  the  intention  of  its  framers,  to  get  from 
customs  alone  even  enough  for  its  expenses.  It 
was  found,  when  duties  at  the  revenue  point 
would  not  yield  enough,  to  go  to  those  other 
modes  of  taxation  provided  for  in  tlie  Constitu- 
tion. He  objected  to  the  mode  of  sustaining  this 
tariff  law,  by  inconclusive  calculations  made  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  revenue  by  a  single  month  or 
quarter;  because  in  that  way  it  could  easily  be 
made  to  appear  that  the  revenue  would  be  forty 
millions  for  the  year,  although,  on  the  whole,  it 
might  fall  short  of  one  third  of  that  amount. 

Mr.  EVANS  observed  that  he  made  no  calcu- 
Uttions  on  a  month's  receipts,  noir  had  be  esti- 
mated that  the  revenue  would  be  $40,000,000. 
What  he  had  said  was,  that  there  was  a  pfospect 
it  would  be  from  twenty-two  to  twenty-ilirec  mil- 
lions this  year. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  remarked  thai  the  Senator 
had  referred  to  the  receipts  of  New  York;  and  he 
was  going  on  to  say  that,  taking  a  single  month 's 
receipts  in  New  York,  (being  $1,7.50,000,)  and 
supposing  the  other  ports  as  mucli,  it  would  be 
93,500,000  for  the  month,  or  over  forty  millions,  at 
that  rate,  for  the  year;  allowing  that  such  calcu- 
loiions,  whether  for  mouths  or  quarters,  were  ex- 
ceedingly inconclusivo.  But  the  Senator  had  said 
that  high  duties  always  produced  nn  increase  of 
revenue  and  decrease  of  prices.  Now,  duties  in 
1816  were  only  seventeen  and  a  half  percent.;  yet 
the  revenue  was  (36,000,000;  and  he  would  pres- 
ently show  that  when  ilie  tarilfs  of  1824  and  1838 
were  laid  on,  the  revenue,  instead  of  increasing, 
diminished.  In  ]8l7,therevcnuewnsf^C,2S0,O00, 
as  the  act  of  1816  had  added  forty-tw?  per  cent, 
to  duties,  causing  a  reduction  of  f  10,000,000  of 
revenue.  In  1818,  the  revenue  wasfurtlier  reducrd 
*9,00a,000.  In  1819,  it  wns  $90,250,000;  in  1820, 
only  $15,000,000;  and  in  1821,  $13,000,000.  Yet 
we  were  told  the  rcvrniic  always  rose  with  Ihc 
increase  of  duties.  Then  come  the  act  of  1824, 
increasing  duties,  and  the  act  of  1828  afterwards, 
also  increasing  them,  but  not  as  high  as  they  were 
in  1817. 

Mr.  W.  quoted  a  variety  of  tables  to  show  that 
revenue  fell  off  in  consequence  of  each  addition  of 
diity,  and  accounted  for  the  surplus  revenue  on 
other  and  dilTerent  grounds  than  those  of  high 
duties,  showing  that  the  Treasury  was  filled,  not 
by  them,  but  from  other  causes,  and  in  spite  of 
high  duties. 

Mr.  W.  noxtshnwcd,  from  the  statistical  tables, 
that,  of  the  population  of  the  United  States,  only 
one  eleventh  wiisenanged  in  manufactures,  or  be- 
came beneficiaries  of  tlie  protective  system;  while 
ten  elevenths  had  tu-puy  the  bounty  imposed  by 
the  protective  policy,  for  the  aggrandizement  of 
the  one  eleventh.  Now,  he  asked,  would  this  be 
tolerated  one  moment,  only  for  the  delusions  with 
which  the  system  was  vailed  from  the  compre- 
hension of  the  mass  of  the  people .'  It  was  held 
out  to  them  that  they  were  made  better  able  to 
pay  these  duties  by  the  increased  prosperity 
which  the  protective  system  gave  to  the  country. 
If  nothing  but  the  plain  simple  truth  was  told  to 
them,  and  particularly  to  the  farmers — timt,  by 
the  imposition  of  these  duties  of  1842,  they  had 
to  pay  forty  per  cent,  more  for  what  they  buy, 
and.  sell  the  produce  of  their  farmers  so  much 
less,  than  if  no  duty  existed,  the  protective  sys- 
tem would  QOt  be  tolerated  a  single  day.  The 
Senator  from  Maine  had,  jrcsterday,  somewhat 
modified  his  former  assertion,  that  high  duties 
always  reduced  prices.  He  seemed  to  admit  that 
there  were  cases  in  which  such  might  not  be  the 
fact.  But  it  was  strange  that  he  did  not  see  how 
inconsistent  it  was  to  maintain,  contrary  to  the 
experience  of  the  world,  and  all  the  doctrines  of 
political  economy,  that  a  duty,  instead  of  increas- 
ing prices,  diminished  them:  for  if  such  were  the 
fact,  why  would  the  manufacturers  be  so  anxious 
for  high  duties,  or  why  would  there  even  be  a 
necessity  to  ask  Congress  for  drawbacks?  No 
matter  what  the  theory  might  be,  the  facts  were 
palpable,  that  it  was  because  the  importation  of 
foreign  goods  into  our  market  lowered  the  prof- 
its of  our  own  manufacturers,  that  they  sought 
protection  by  the  imposition  of  prohibitory  or 
protective  duties.  If  such  were  not  the  fact,  what 
would  they  hav^  to  object  to,  but  thb  temporary 
glut  in  the  market?  anil  that  they  could  avoid  by 
restraining  their  supply,  and  making  it  only 
equal  to  the  demand,  including  their  own  goods 
and  those  imported.    Their  opposition  to  import- 


ed goods  was  on  that  Tery  ground,  that  their 
prices  would  be  reduced;  and  because  they  want 
to  keep  up  the  prices,  not  to  reduce  them,  as  the 
Senator  from  Maine  contends,  they  have  impor- 
tuned Congress  to  carry  out  the  protective  sys- 
tem by  the  imposition  of  the  excessive  dtfties  of 
the  act  of  1842. 

TheSenalor  had  contended  that  the  imposition 
of  duties  had  always  lowered  prices.  It  might 
so  happen  that,  at  the  time  duties  were  laid  on, 
prices  were  falling  from  other  eausss;  and  th« 
prices  of  many  articles  withir.  the  last  quarter  of 
a  century  had  fallen  so  rapidly  and  so  much  that 
it  was  evident  the  great  decline  must  be  owing 
to  other  and  much  more  extensive  causes  than 
could  be  produced  by  a  mere  act  of  legislation. 
Look,  at  the  reduction  in  the  prices  of  manufac- 
tured cotton  goods,  since  Watt  improved  and 
applied  steam  ))Ower  to  the  useful  arts,  and  siAce 
the  improvements  in  raaclunery  made  by  Ark- 
Wright.  The  vast  facilities  thusafforded  of  produc- 
ing, by  the  art  of  machinery,  what  used  to  be  pro- 
duced by  manual  labor,  had  caused  the  reduction 
of  prices  in  Americs,  as  well  as  in  England,  and 
all  over  the  world ;  yei,  if  prices  were  rapidly  com- 
ing down  from  such  causes,  was  it  not  manifestly 
absurd  toattribute  thedccline  to  tariff  acts,  in  spila 
of  which  that  downward  course  continued? 

Mr.  VV.  referred  to  the  writings  of  Adam  Smith, 
McCulloch,  Huskisson,&c,,  to  show  that  it  was 
a  well-eatalilished  principle  in  political  economy 
that  the  increase  of  duties  enhanced  prices.  Ha 
also  quoted  largely  from  Dr.  Franklin's  works  to 
show  that  he  not  only  maintained  the  same  doc- 
trine, but  was  fully  sensible  of  the  advantages 
which  any  country  must  derive  from  free  trade 
and  open  ports  to  all  the  world. 
.  He  showed  what  had  been  the  effect  in  Eng- 
land in  reducing  the  duties  on  a  great  variety  of 
articles.  Among  them,  ho  mentioned  coJTee, 
which  had  been  subject  to  2s.  6d.  per  pound  duty, 
and  then  yielded  .£342,000  of  revenue;  but  when 
the  duty  was  reduced  one  half,  (Is.  3d.)  the  rev- 
enue ran  up  to  .£770,000,  and  the  price  to  the  con- 
sumer became  lower  than  in  proportion  to  th« 
reduction  of  the  duty.  . 

Mr.  EVANS  asked  if  coffee  wai  a  domestic 
product  of  England  ? 

Mr.  WOODBURY  siTid  it  was  of  a  portion  of 
her  dominions.  Mr.  W.  next  went  into  a  great 
mass  of  statistical  details,  furnishing  a  large  0017 
lection  of  facts  to  show  that  every  reduction  of 
duty  in  England  to  the  revenue'  point  had  in- 
creased the  revenue,  and  rendered  the  articles  of 
consumption  clicaper  to  the  people.  Hence,  he 
argued  that  the  reverse  would  be  the  fact  here, 
according  as  duties  were  laid  on  in  support  of  the 
protective  system. 

By  this  protective  system  the  consumer  is 
doubly  taxed;  first,  on  what  he  consumes,  and 
next,  on  what  be  sells;  for  it  is  the  same  whether 
he  is  taxed  on  what  he  sells,  or  forced  by  legis- 
lation to  sell  his  products  for  less  than  he  could 
obtain  but  for  that  legislation.  If  the  exports  of 
the  country  were  $100,000,000,  and  by  the  impo- 
sition of  duty  on  imports  the  exporter  got  back 
in  return  for  his  products  so  much  less  than  he 
sent,  by  the  amount  of  duty,  (say  twenty  mil- 
lions,) was  it  not  he  who  had  to  pay  all  the  duty, 
because  he  did  not  get  back  within  twenty  mil- 
lions of  what  he  exported  ?  The  gentleman  says 
he  may  get  money  for  his  exports.  True;  but 
what  is  he  to  do  with  his  money,  only  to  purchase 
what  he  wants  ?  and  if  he  goes  into  the  market 
at  home  to  buy  the  goods  he  might  have  im- 
ported in  exchange  for  his  exports  on  equal  terms, 
will  he  not  find  that  he  has  to  pay  forty  percent, 
more  for  their  home  manufactured  ^oods,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  protective  duty?  and  IS  not  that  the 
same  to  him  as  if  his  exports  had  been  taxed  forty 
per  cent.  ?  Again,  the  Senator  says,  you  have  a 
home  market  raised  up  for  you,  as  good  as,  if  not 
better  than  the  foreign  market.  Here  was  another 
fallacy,  or  at  least  a  delusion  to  a  great  extent. 
The  home  manufacturers  at  present  consume 
about  three  hundred  thousand  bales  of  cotton  out 
of  the  usual  annual  crop  of  two  million  five  hun- 
dred thousand;  this  yearperhapsonemillion  eight 
hundred  thousand— that  is,  one  sixth.  What  lias 
been  the  increase  Of  England  during  the  last  year, 
on  her  consumption  of  raw  cotton,  irrespective  of 
her  manufactures  sent  here  ?  Considerably  more 
than  the  whole  quantity  consumed  by  the  manu- 
facturers of  the  United  States,  all  put  together 
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The  reason  waa  plain.  England  manufacturea  for 
all  part*  of  the  world;  this  country  chiefly  for  its 
own  consumption.  And  were  the  cotton  growers 
of  this  country  to  be  told  that  they  should  give 
op  such  a  market  as  England  for  the  sake  of 
buildiHg  up  for  themselves  an  inconsiderable  mar- 
ket at  home? 

But  our  exports  of  cotton  to  France  were  very 
large — next  to  England,  larger  than  to  any  other 
country.  Were  we  to  give  up  that  market,  too, 
and  alt  the  other  markets  of  Europe,  and  forego 
the  increasing  advantages  of  the  increasing  de' 
Diand  all  over  the  world,  as  well  as  at  home  in  their 
own  dominions,  for  their  manufactured  fabrics, 
and  consequently  for  the  material  of  which  those 
fabrics  were  mattt .'  Now  it  is  somewhat  remark- 
able that  foreign  countries — those  of  Europe — 
laid  all  their  heavy  duties  on  articles  of  luxury, 
and  put  their  lightest  duties  on  articles  of  general 
consumption,  thereby  reaching  at  once  the  true 
revenui  point;  yet  the  very  opposite  was  the 
policy  we  pursued.  We  lay  the  heaviest  tax  on 
articles  of  general  consumption,  and  prohibitory 
duties  on  those  which  enter  inlocompetition  with 
our  own  manufactures.  But  if  the  raw  material 
for  manufacture  is  imported,  we  put  a  light  duty 
on  it  to  favor  the  manufacturer.  We  make  a 
show  of  great  impartiality,  too,  by  putting  very 
high  duties  on  the  agricultural  products  of  other 
countries,  that  they  never  dream  of  sending  here, 
duty  or  no  duty;  but  we  want  to  show  the  farm- 
ers now  careful  we  are  to  protect  them  as  well  as 
manufacturers,  by  excluding  foreign  butter,  pota- 
toes, cheese,  beef^  pork,  &c. ,  from  comingin  com- 
petition with  the  products  of  our  own  soil.  It 
may  be  said  England  taxes  our  tobacco  exces- 
sively, and  also  spirituous  liquors;  but  these  are 
articles  of  luxury,  not  of  necessitjr;  and  are  le- 
gitimate sources  of  taxation  to  as  high  a  point  as 
they  will  bear.  Tobacco,  even  at  the  high  duty 
of  England,  is  found  there  to  be  a  source  of  rev- 
enue; and  that  alone  is  the  object  for  which  it  is 
taxed,  for  it  has  no  tobacco  of  its  own  growth 
with  which  our  tobacco  can  come  in  competition. 
She  taxes  these  things  for  revenue,  not  for  pro- 
tection. 

The  usual  hour  of  adjournment  having  ar- 
rived, and  Mr.  W.  not  Jiaving  got  through  his 
argument, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McDUFFIE,  the  Stnate 
adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wedncsdat,  Februani  7,  1844. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH  presented  the  petition  of 
sundry  citizens  of  Lake  county ,  Illinois,  and  also 
citizens  of  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  for  a  mail 
route  from  Libertyville,  Lake  county,  through 
Bristol  precinct.  Lake  county,  and  the  town  of 
Salem,  Racine  county.  Wisconsin,  to  Burlington, 
Wisconsin. 

Also,  from  a  large  number  of  the  citizens  of 
Vermillion  county,  Illinois,  praying  for  a  grant 
of  land  for  the  improvement  of  the  Wabash  river. 

Also,  from  a  large  number  of  the  citizens  of 
Cook,  McHenry,  and  Boon  counties,  for  a  mail 
route  from  Chicago,  via  Monroe,  Elkgrove,  Wick- 
liffe,  Miller's  Grove,  Cornishviile,  Chr^stalville, 
McHenry  Center,  Hartland,  Cold  Spring,  Hun- 
ter, and  Amazon,  to  Roscoe. 

Also,  from  a  large  number  of  the  citizens  of  Chi- 
cago, praying  for  a  harbor  at  Manitowoc,  Wis- 
consin. 

Also,  from  sundry  citizens  of  Chicago,  remon- 
strating against  the  admission  of  Texas  into  the 
Union. 

Also,  from  sundry  citizens  of  Vermillion  coun- 
ty, Illinois,  praying  for  a  mail  route  from  George- 
town to  Chiilicothe,  Illinois. 

Also,  from  sundry  citizens  of  Kendall  county, 
lllinsis,  for  the  reduction  of  postage  and  the  abo- 
lition of  the  franking  privilege. 

Also,  from  sundry  citizens  of  Waynesville, 
McLean  o^unty,  remonstrating  against  the  ad- 
mission of  Texas. 

ELECTION  Br  GENERAL  TICKET. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  the  business  in 
order  to  be  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions in  relation  to  the  election  of  the  members  of 
four  States  by  general  ticket. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INQEKSOLL  desired  permission  to 
make  u  report  from  a  committee. 


Mr.  ELMER  said  thebusinessannouneedfroro 
the  Chair  was  a  matter  of  privilege,  which  over- 
rode all  other  business;  and  he  could  not  yield 
his  right  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  C.J.  INGERSOLL  said  he  wished  to 
report  a  bill  of  great  importance. 

Mr.  ELMER,  however,  claimed  the  floor,  and 
then  proceeded  to  recapitulate  the  arguments  he 
adduced  yesterday,  and  resumed  his  speech  at 
the  point  at  which  he  was  interrupted,  and  after- 
wards said  that  this  act  of  Congress  professed  to 
regulate  the  elections  of  Representatives  of  the 
people  in  this  House  so  far  as  to  direct  the  dis- 
tricting of  the  States;  and  if  that  act  of  Con- 
gress had  districted  the  States'so  as  to  be  a  rule 
to  the  people  to  guide  them  in  electing  their  Rep- 
resentatives, he  would  admit  that  uiat  law  of 
Congress  would  have  overridden  the  laws  of  the 
States,  and  been  the  supreme  law  of  the  land  on 
that  subject.  But  this  law  did  no  such  thing;  it 
established  no  district;  it  laid  down  no  rule,  and 
could  be  considered  only  as  a  direction  to  the 
States — to  do  which  no  power  had  been  vested 
in  Congress  by  the  Constitution.  He  main- 
tained this  argument  at  some  length.  He  denied 
that  Congress  had  the  right  to  control  the  acts  of 
the  Legislatures  of  the  States  at  all;  and  he  also 
denied  that,  under  a  right  to  alter  a  law,  Con- 
gress possessed  the  power  to  repeal  a  law.  This 
position  he  proceeded  to  illustrate. 

It  was  a  true  principle  in  the  construction  of 
conflicting  laws,  that  the  last  law  shall  be  the 
rule  of  action.  But  it  was  claimed  in  this  case 
that,  under  the  authority  to  repeal  and  alter  the 
laws  of  the  Stales,  Congress  has  the  right  to  re- 
peal and  leave  the  States  without  any  law.  Was 
this  right.'  Truly,  it  was  a  strange  mode  of  al- 
tering laws.  The  object  of  conferring  upon  Con- 
gress the  power  to  alter  and  amend  the  laws  of 
the  Stales  was  that  it  might  protect  itself  in  case 
the  States  should  not  pass  such  laws  as  were 
necessary  for  electing  members  to  Congress.  In 
such  case,  it  was  thought  proper  that  Congress 
should  pass  its  own  laws  to  regulate  the  matter. 
Did  it  ever  enter  into  the  minds  of  gentlemen 
that,  under  the  right  to  prescribe  rules  in  refer- 
ence to  this  matter,  they  had  a  right  simply  to 
do  away  with  all  laws  upon  the  subject?  This 
was  what  was  contended  for.  Under  the  pre- 
tense of  altering  the  laws,  it  was  claimed  that 
Congress  had  the  right  to  repeal,  and  leave  the 
States  without  laws.  He  contended  they  had  no 
such  right.  Their  rights  were  totally  different 
and  distinct  from  tliis. 

The  hour  having  expired, 

Mr.  BELSER  next  nbtalrtcd  the  floor,  and  ad- 
dressed the  House.  He  approached  the  subject 
before  the  House  with  a  desire  to  discuss  it  fairly 
and  candidly;  and  he  was  anxious  to  deliver  his 
views  upon  it,  because  of  the  fact  that  he  should 
probably  take  a  course  different  from  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  party  which  it  was  his  pride  andplcas- 
ure,  when  he  could  act  with  them,  so  to  act  upon 
that  floor. 

This  question  was  a  great  constitutional  one, 
and  above  all  party  considerations.  It  was  one 
which  addressed  itself  to  the  judgment  and  con- 
science of  every  man  upon  that  floor.  It  was  one 
which  was  to  operate  upon  the  welfare  of  this 
eouniry  for  ages  to  come;  and  he  called  upon  gen- 
tlemen belongin";  to  either  of  the  great  political 
parties  in  that  House,  to  pause  and  consider  the 
magnitude  of  the  question  involved  in  this  dis- 
cussion. When,  at  the  commencement  of  this 
session  of  Congress,  he  had  had  the  honor  to  ad- 
dress a  few  remarks  to  the  House,  in  regard  to 
theprotestwhich  wasattempted  to  bespread  upon 
the  Journal,  he  had  stated  to  the  House  that  he 
did  not  consider  the  act  of  jCongress,  which  di- 
rects the  districting  of  the  States,  as  a  nullity. 
His  objection  to  placing  that  protest  upon  the 
Journal  of  the  House,  which  he  desired  now  to 
explain,  in  order  that  he  might  set  himself  right 
before  this  House  and  before  those  who  had  given 
him  a  seat  upon  that  floor,  was  that  he  could  not 
consent  that  the  Clerk  of  that  House  should  be 
the  judge  of  what  should  and  what  should  not 
bespread  upon  its  Journals;  that  the  Constitu- 
tion had  invested  the  members  of  this  House  with 
that  power;  and  he,  for  one,  was  not  prepared  to 
substitute  the  judgment  of  the  Clerk  ot  the  House 
for  the  judgment  of  a  majority  of  the  membera. 
He  could  not  consent  that  that  oflicer  should  be 
permitted,  by  any  mode  whatever,  while  a  ques- 


tion of  this  importance  was  pending  befort  this 
body,  to  spread  a  protest  upon  the  Journsl,  in 
defiance  of  the  will  of  a  majority  of  the  House. 

Thehonorablegentleman  from  New  York, [Mr. 
Barnard,]  in  his  ai%uroent  upon  that  protrstj 
stated  that  those  gentlemen  to  whom  the  protest 
referred ,  came  to  this  House  claiming  seats  with- 
out the  color  of  a  title;  that  they  came  here  like 
so  many  men  who  might  step  out  of  that  gallery 
into  this  Hall.  If  the  gentleman  really  took  that 
▼iew  of  the'matter,  he  was  right  in  asking  to  hsve 
his  protest  spread  upon  the  Journal.  But  he  took 
a  very  different  view  of  it.  He  took  the  view  that 
those  gentlemen  presented  prima /aei<  evidence  of 
their  right  to  their  seats,  when  theyproduced  the 
authority  oftheir  respective  States,  signified  under 
the  seal  of  such  State;  and  that  m|ch  authority 
was  to  be  held  asTatSd  until  controverted  by  bet- 
ter testimony.  And  all  the  research  which  he 
had  been  able  to  devote  to  the  subject,  had  served 
to  confirm  him  in  the  conclusion  that  the  sitting 
membera  upon  that  floor,  who  had  come  there  by 
virtue  of  election  under  the  general-ticket  system, 
had  a  right  not  only  to  sit  there,  but  they  had  a 
right  ft  vote  upon  every  question  which  should 
come  before  the  House,  until  an  adjudication  of 
the  House  by  which  they  should  be  expelled  from 
their  seats. 

They  were  assembled  there  under  a  particolsr 
clause  of  the  Constitution,  declaring  that  that 
House  should  be  the  judge  of  the  qualifications 
and  returns  of  its  membera.  There  was  another 
reason  why  he  would  not  consent  to  spread  the 
protest  upon  the  Journal  of  the  House.  Eaeh 
member  of  the  House,  as  well  as  the  majority, 
was  intereslediiupreserving  the  judicial  parity  of 
that  body;  and  what  kind  of  judges  would  thrv 
be  who  would  deliberately  make  up  their  minds 
to  prejudge  a  case  which  they  were  called  on  to 
determine  in  the  last  resort?  It  would  be  a  valid 
and  just  cause  of  challenge  against  the  eompeleoey 
of  such  judges  to  decide  upon  the  question  of  the 
qualification  of  membera  of  that  House.  The 
reasons,  then,  why  he  was  not  prepared  to  con- 
sent that  the  protest  should  be  spread  upon  the 
Journal  of  the  House,  were:  first,  that  the  Con- 
stiiutlon  gave  them  no  such  right;  and,  seeondlj, 
that  it  was  the  duty  of  that  House  to  preserve  its 
judicial  purity. 

He  held  the  doctrine  (and  he  was  prepared  to 
maintain  it  by  authorities)  that  the  States,  inde- 
pendently of  the  action  of  Congress,  had  no  rijht 
to  be  represented  on  that  floor.  He  might  be 
called  a  latitudinarian,  or  by  whatever  name  ecn- 
tlemen  pleased;  but  this  he  would  say,  that  when- 
ever the  Stales  delegated  a  power  to  Congress, 
Ihcy  were  bound,  upon  a  principle  of  probity, 
and  upon  every  other  great  principle,  to  al;l  the 
General  Government  in  carrying  that  delegated 
power  into  effect     He  understood,  from  the  ft- 

Corl  of  the  majority  of  the  committee,  that  the 
iw  of  Congress  of  1842  wos  prcmounced  to  be 
no  law  at  all;  that  it  was  inoperative;  and  thai, 
consequently,  those  gentlemen  elected  by  the  gen- 
eral-ticket system  were  entitled  to  their  seats  upon 
that  floor.  There  were  two  clauses  of  the  Con- 
stitution which  bore  upon  this  subject,  both  of 
which  he  proposed  to  discuss;  but  before  he  pro- 
ceeded to  them,  he  would  ask  gentlemen  what 
was  the  rule  by  which  they  should  be  guided  in 
this  molter?  They  were  a  judiciol  tribunal;  they 
were  sitting  in  that  House,  a*s  so  man;^  judges, 
to  pronounce  judgment  upon  the  validity  of  an 
act  of  Congress;  ond  in  determining  upon  thii 
matter,  by  what  rule  ought  they  to  be  governed? 
If  they  were  to  take  the  example  of  any  legal 
tribunal,  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  the  mat- 
ter. They  should  be  governed  by  the  rule  which 
holds  in  all  well-constituted  judicial  tribunals. 
What  would  be  the  rule  adopted  by  Chief  Jus- 
tice Marshall,  if  he  were  alive,  and  sitting  here? 
He  would  say,  if  called  on  to  pronounce  uiKin 
the  validity  of  an  act  of  Congress,  that  it  was 
a  grave,  delicate,  and  important  duty;  a  duty 
which  should  be  approached  with  the  utmost 
deliberation. 

Let  gentlemen  recollect  that  it  was  not  exactly 
a  conflict  between  the  Constitution  and  State  laws, 
but  between  Stale  laws  and  the  laws  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  said  to  be  passed  in  conformity 
with  the  Constitution.  The  rule  in  all  concuftent 
jurisdiction  was,  that  the  tribunal  or  legislaii« 
department  which  was  supreme  would  outweigh 
those  which  were  not  supreme. 
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Itvuaascrted, upon  high  nuthoritjTt  that  wheo 
ve  speak  of  the  people  or  any  place,  we  mean  the 
whole  people  of  that  place;  and  the  argument  at- 
tempted to  be  drawn  from  this  was,  that  no  Rep- 
resentative on  that  floor  could  be  considered 
strictly  and  legally  a  Representative  of  the  people, 
unlesrhc  were  elected  by  the  whole  people.  He 
denied  ihiadoctrine  in (0(0.  There  was  no  ground 
on  which  iucould  rest.  Who  were  the  people  of 
the  Slates?  The  people  of  the  States  were  the 
suecessora  of  those  who  originally  contracted  to 
become  members  of  the  Federal  Union;  the  Tree 
while  population — not  only  those  capable  of 
Toting,  but  minors;  they  were  the  people  of  the 
tlniied  States.  The  people  of  Uie  United  States 
were  the  successors  of  those  who  gave  consent  to 
the  formation  of  the  Union,  and  who  were  now 
capable  of  changing  the  fundamental  principles  of 
(Ills  Government. 

He  contended  that  the  power  of  electing  Rep- 
reacntativcs  might  be  exercised  by  a  portion  of 
(be  people  of  the  United  States;  and  the  first  au- 
thority which  he  would  produce  waa  that  of  Mr. 
Madison. 

[Mr.  B.  here  read  the  authority  referred  to.] 

Coold  language  be  more  strong,  clear,  or  ex- 
plicit? If  the  doctrine  which  gentlemen  had 
avowed  here  should  grow  up  in  this  country, 
what  would  become,  then,  of  their  property  qual- 
ifications }  Go  into  one  portion  of  tne  Union ,  and 
their  would  £ii4  universal  sulTrage  spreading  it- 
self; go  into  another,  and  they  would  find  'uni- 
versaTsufTrage  curtailed,  and  the  property  quali- 
fication enforced.  The  doctrine  baid  nothing  sub- 
stantial to  rest  upon. 

The  second  clause  of  the  Constitutioa  which 
bears  on  this  subject,  is  in  the  following  words: 

■■  Tin  tines,  places,  ami  maoasr  of  holiUng  eleetioos  for 
8«Raii»t  aiiil  Bepreaaiiiativea,  •listi  b«  prrscrilied  in  eacla 
8ute  liy  Ihe  Legwlaiiire  (liereof ;  but  the  Congrcu  may,  at 
toy  lloie.  by  lanr,  make  or  niter  such  regulaUous,  except 
•a  ID  tbe  ptaees  »rchomlnc  acnaiar^." 

Now  the  States,  for  upwards  of  half  a  century, 
had  been  exercising  this  power,  under  the  Con- 
stitution, of  electing  their  Representatives,  and 
sending  them  here;  and  this  honorable  committee 
had  attempted  to  draw  a  construction  in  regard 
(0  it  not  warranted  by  the  authority  of  law.  He 
maintained  that,  in  the  construction  of  statutes  and 
constitutions,  there  was  nodifierence  between  the 
word  "  shall'*  and  the  word  "may."  One  was 
just  as  imperative  as  the  other.  In  support  of 
thisposition,~Mr.  B.  cited  Ihe  authority  of  Judge 
Swilt,  of  New  York.  The  States,  then,  having 
exercised  this  power  for  upwards  of  half  a  cen- 
tury, from  whcucc  did  they  derive  it?  They  de- 
rived it  from 'lite  Constitution;  and  independent 
of  the  clause  he  had  cited,  they  had  no  right  to 
a  representation  on  (his  floor.  Let  not  honorable 
gentlemen  tell  him  that,  laying  aside  that  clause, 
thev  had  tbe  right  to  appear  here.  He  denied 
such  a  doctrine  in  tola.  Now  what  was  the  power 
given  to  Congress  on  this  subject  ?  It  was  the 
power  at  any  time,  by  law,  tu  make,  or  alter,  or 
amend  any  portion  of  the  regulations  of  the 
States^xcept  as  to  the  places  of  choosing  Sena- 
tors, what  was  the  mcaninggf  the  word  "make?" 
It  meant  to  create  or  produce.  Congress  can  cre- 
ate, or  produce,  or  alter,  or  amend  tne  regulations 
of  the  Slates  on  this  subject,  with  the  exception 
before  stated;  and  (he  language  of  all  commoiit- 
ators  on  the  Conatitution  was,  that  the  power 
was  primarily  lodged  in  the  States,  and  ultimate- 
ly in  Congress.  Now  the  reason  why  the  States 
have  been  sending  Representatives  here  waa,  that 
Congress  had  not  thought  proper  to  exercise  this 
power,  having  permitted  it  to  lie  dormant  until 
the  last  session,  when  they  passed  a  law  which 
changed  the  aspect  of  things.  Sir,  it  is  import- 
antUiat  while  we  guard  against  the  ceniripelal 
force  of  this  Government,  we  should  not  fly  off 
by  its  ccntrifnnl  force.  While  we  endeavor  to 
escape  the  rocks  of  consolidation,  let  us  not  be 
drawn  into  the  whirlpool  of  anarchy;  let  us  not 
go  into  extremes.  Let  us  place  ourselves  on  the 
isthmus  of  safety  which  divides  consolidation 
from  anarchy;  and  let  the  ship  of  State  be  guided 
into  the  haven  where  it  will  be  secure  from  the 
dangers  that  beaet  it  on  either  of  these  two  ex- 
tremes. Tbe  language  of  the  Constitution  is, 
that  Congress  may  make  or  alter  such  negotia- 
tions, except  as  to  the  places  of  choosing  Sena- 
tors. That  was  the  only  exception.  Thus  Con- 
gress might  cither  create  a  new  law  or  alter  the 


whole  or  any  part  of  the  laws  under  which  the 
States  have  been  acting. 

He  understood  gentlemen  to  say  that  the  co- 
temporaneous  construction  of  this  Government 
waa  in  favor  of  the  report  of  the  majority.  He 
should  like  gentlemen  to  show  some  authority 
for  this  assumption.  He  maintained ,  on  the  con- 
trary, that  the  cotemporanenus  construction  of 
this  Government  was  in  favor  of  the  validity  of 
this  Uw.  Why,  at  the  time  that  this  clause  waa 
adopted  io  tbe, Constitution,  it  met  but  little  op- 
position in  the'  body  that  framed  that  instrument, 
the  concluding  speech  made  by  Mr.  Madison 
having  silenced  all  opposition  to  it;  and  it  waa 
not  till  the  Constitution  had  been  ratified  by  the 
States  that  any  hostility  to  it  was  seen.  It  was 
then  proposed  to  repeal  this  particular  clause, 
authorizing  an  alteration  of  the  regulationa  the 
State*  might  make  on  the  subject,  He  knew 
toat  the  honorable  gentleman  who  preceded  him, 
and  othergefitlcmen  in  that  body,  had  maintained 
that  the  cotemporaneous  construction  given  to  it 
by  the  States  was  against  the  law.  It  was  true 
that  seven  of  the  States  were  opposed  to  giving 
this  power  to  Congress;  but  it  was  equally  true, 
that,  though  they  inveighed  against  it,  they  came 
into  the  Constitution  recognizing  it;  and  if  gen- 
tlemen examined  the  debates  of  that  period  they 
would  find  that  they  never  denied  it,  but  opposed 
it  a*  B  dangerous  power.  Now,  South  Carolina 
waaone  of  those  States;  and  they  would  find  that, 
in  the  Legislature  of  that  State,  shortly  after  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution,  Mr.  Burke  endeav- 
ored to  change  this  power.  Mr.  B.  here  read 
the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Burke  to  the 
Constitution.  This  amendment  was  proposed  in 
1789,  and  it  waa  voted  down.  He  would  now 
come  down  to  1817;  for  he  waa  going  to  trace 
not  only  tbe  cotemporaneous  construction,  but 
he  was  going  to  trace  the  action  of  Congress  down 
to  tbe  present  day,  in  order  that  he  might  give 
the  reasons  which  brought  him  to  tb.e  conclusion 
that  the  gentlemen  elected  by  general  ticket  could 
not  retain  their  seats  on  that  floor.  Now,  in  1817 
the  Legislatures  of  North  Carolina  and  Massa- 
chusetts both  recommended  amendments  to  the 
same  effect,  but  they  both  failed.  He  would  now 
refer  to  the  celebrated  report  of  Mr.  McDuffie, 
and  would   take  the  occasion  to  deny  that  that 

f;reat  statesman  ever  acknowledged  that  Congress 
tad  not  the  power  to  pass  such  a  law  as  the  one 
before  them,  though  he  considered  it  a  dangerous 
power.  Mr.  McDuffie  at  (hat  time  inveighed  bit- 
terly against  this  power,  because  it  had  been 
lodged  in  Congress,  and  his  object  was  to  get  rid 
of  it.  He  would  next  refer  to  the  law  passed  at  the 
last  session ,  and  which  was  now  the  su^ct  of  dis- 
cussion. Tell  me  not  (said  he)  that  a  Whig  Con- 
gresa  passed  this  law.  Such  arguments  had  no 
weight  with  him;  and  he  never  would  admit  that 
on  grave  constitutional  questions  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  could  be  influenced  by  them. 
In  the  discussion  on  that  law,  every  argument 
tliat  ingenuity  could  raise  was  brought  forward 
to  defeat  it;  and  if  gentlemen  would  turn  to  the 
Congressional  Globe,  they  would  find  that,  in 
the  speeches  made  on  that  occasion,  the  whole 
history  of  th;  country  was  ransacked  for  mate- 
rials to  defeat  it.  All  these  efibrla  foiled,  and  the 
bill  became  a  law. 

What  would  be  the  effect  of  this  ?  He  knew  a 
question  of  expediency  bad  been  raised,  and  a 
majority  of  the  States  had  adopted  the  district 
system.  It  waa  contended  that  the  law  of  Con- 
gress waa  unconstitutional,  and  that  these  gentle- 
men were  rightfully  entitled  to  their  seata.  But 
what  would  oe  tbe  effect  if  New  York,  Pennsyl- 
vania, Ohio,  and  Virginia,  should  adopt  the  gen- 
eral-ticket system?  It  would  be  to  swallow  up 
the  rights  of  the  smaller  States.  He  had  no  doubt, 
if  this  question  were  proposed  to  that  honorable 
and  enlightened  man,  Mr.  Calhoun,  who  brings 
light  on  every  subject  thot  he  touches,  be  would 
not  hesiUte  to  say  that  this  law  of  Congress  was 
constitutional,  and  should  be  obeyed.  lie  could 
not  do  otherwise,  consistent  with  the  address 
which  he  has  put  forUi  to  the  people.  But  to  se- 
cure uniformity,  he  contended  that  Congress  had 
the  right  to  pass  this  law,  and  it  was  (he  interest 
of  the  States  of  the  Union  to  adhere  to  it  strictly. 
But,  if  this  House  voted  that  these  gentlemen 
were  entitled  to  their  seats  on  this  floor  by  virtue 
of  an  election  by  general  ticket,  they,  in  effect,  set 
a(  naught  a  law  which  this  Government  had 


passed;  and,  for  one,  he  never  would  do  it.  And 
if,  in  this  great  contest,  one  man  fell,  his  place 
could  be  supplied;  but  if  they  frittered  away  this 
Government  and  this  Constitution,  where  waa 
■ucb  a  course  to  atop  but  in  anarchy?  He  said 
again,  it  was  (heir  duty  to  uphold  (he  Govern- 
ment in  its  delegated  powera,  and  not  to  rush  to 
so  dangerous  an  extreme. 

Mr.  DILLINGHAM  contended  that  Congress, 
by  (he  second  article  of  the  Constitution,  had  the 
power  to  determine,  for  tlie  States,  the  number  ot 
their  Reprcsetitatives.  That  was  a  question  with 
which  the  States  had  nothing  to  do;  nothing  in 
that  respect  waa  granted  to  them  or  reserved  to 
them.  Congress,  then,  being  given  that  power, 
the  Constitution  went  on  to  fix  the  qualification* 
of  volera;  and,  in  the  fourth  section  of  the  Con- 
Btitution,  prescribed  the  duty  of  carrying  out  the 
representative  principle.  The  power  to  prescribe 
the  times,  places,  and  mannerof  holding  tbe  elec- 
tions, was  vested  in  the  Stale  Legialatures;  but 
the  same  section  (and  this,  he  apprehended,  waa 
the  one  on  which  theexisting  difiiculty  arose)  said 
that  Congress  might,  at  any  time,  by  law,  make 
or  alter  the  State  regulations.  This  duty,  then, 
waa  imposed  on  the  Legislatures  of  the  Slates, 
by  whom  it  waa  considered  a  privil^e  to  be  rep- 
resented  here;  but  the  framera  of  the  Constitution, 
apprehensive,  possibly,  of  an  apathy  or  unwilling- 
ness on  the  part  of  the  States,  and  that  a  willful 
neglect  to  discharge  this  duty  might  cause  a  fail- 
ure of  the  Government  of  this  Union,  incorpora- 
ted this  clause  vesting  this  power  in  the  Congres* 
of  tlie  United  Stales.  He  did  not  for  a  moment 
entertain  the  idea  that  it  was  supposed  that  Con-> 
gnaa  would  exercise  the  power  to  regulate  tite 
time*,' places,  and  manner,  of  holding  the  elec- 
tions of  the  States,  and  not  neglect  it.  He  sup- 
posed it  was  a  high  delegated  power,  to  be  used 
in  case  of  necessity;  and  that  it  waa  to  be  demon- 
strated by  a  clear  neglect  or  refusal  of  the  State* 
to  discharge  that  duty.  The  power  conferred  on 
tbe  Suite*,  too,  he  would  remark,  waa  a  power 
that  wasentire  in  itself.  It  was  to  be  exercised  by 
the  Legislatures  of  the  States;  but  if  Congresa 
took  it  in  hand,  it  was  incuml^nt  on  Congress  to 
exercise  it  in  a  full  and  perfect  manner;  but  if 
X^ongress  did  not  exercise  that  power  in  a  full 
and  perfect  manner,  he  contended  that  it  remained 
in  the  hands  of  the  States,  as  though  Congress 
had  not  meddled  with  it.  He  variously  illustra- 
ted this  position;  and  said  there  waa  no  partner- 
ship between  Congressand  the  State  Legislatures, 
anil  this  power  must  be  fully  exercised  by  one  or 
the  other.  He  referred,  also,  to  the  discussions 
which  ensued  on  this  very  point  in  the  State  of 
Virginia,  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  Con- 
stitution; and  fortified  his  position  by  quoting  the 
language  of  Mr.  Madison,  who  said  the  adoption 
of  uiis  clause  of  the  Constitution  was  to  prevent 
the  dissolution  of  the  Union  by  a  neglect  or  re- 
fusal of  any  of  the  States  to  discharge  this  duty. 
But  Congress  Vas  only  to  exercise  this  power  m 
an  extreme  contingency,  and  any  other  exercise 
of  it  would  be  marked  by  tbe  reprobation  of  tho 
people;  and  by  the  appearance  of  the  present 
House  of  Representative8,(a  great  portion  of  iui 
member*  being  new  on  that  floor,)  he  was  im- 
pressed with  the  prophetic  nature  of  lliat  remark 
of  Mr.  Madison. 

It  was  (brown  out  in  the  early  part  of  this  de- 
bate, that  inasmuch  as  this  law  of  Congress  was 
an  act  apportioning  Representatives  among  the 
several  States,  which  was  itself  constitutional, 
everything  which  the  act  contained  was  constitu- 
tional likewise.  Thi*  was  a  great  error  in  rea- 
soning; for  while  one  section  of  an  act  was  con- 
stitutional, the  next  might  be  unconstitutional. 
He  did  not  deny  that  Congress  had  the  power  to 
district  the  Slates;  but  he  did  not  concede  that 
Congress  had  the  power  which  had  been  attempted 
to  be  exercised  under  the  circumstances. 

What  did  the  Congress  then  endeavor  to  do? 
They  endeavored  to  exercise  tbe  great  constitu- 
tional privilege  of  providing  for  the  State*  a  law 
by  which  they  might  be  represented  Htre.  It  was 
the  imperative  and  bounden  duty  of  the  States  to 
do  this,  if  Congress  had  not  stepped  in  and  done 
it  for  them,  in  firtue  of  their  consiitulipnal  pre- 
rogative. What  did  Congress  do?  Congress  pi-o- 
vided  that  there  should  be  representation  by  dis- 
tricts. That  was  all.  Well,  was  this  a  prudent 
userof  the  power,  if  they  have  it?  No  man  would 
contend  for  Buch  n  thing.    Why?    Because  they 
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left  the  States  in  the  dark  m  to  the  manner  in 
which  it  should  be  accomplished. 

But  gentlemen  now  declared  that  there  was  no 
dictation  or  mandate  to  the  States  to  form  districts. 
That  was  the  whole  difficulty.  The  Constitution 
never  clothed  Congress  with  this  mandatory  pow- 
er; and  if  it  did,  it  should  be  exercised  under  cir- 
cumstances which  would  recommend  it  to  the 
bosom  of  all  patriotic  men.  W  Congress  acted  at 
all  in  the  premises,  they  were  bound  to  act  so  as 
to  give  to  the  States  an  entire  euide  for  their  pro- 
ceeding. It  was  impossible  to  distinguish  between 
the  extent  to  be  exercised,  by  each  authority,  if 
it  were  to  be  divided.  If  the  States  attempt  to 
exercise  the  power,  and  yet,  either  through  the 
imperfection  or  the  paucity  of  their  laws,  leave 
the  matter  in  such  a  condition  ns  that  they  could 
not  be  represented,  then  he  held  it  wns  the  right 
of  Congress  to  step  in  and  enable  the  States  to  do 
what  they  had  failed  to  do  themselves. 

He  supposed  it  was  the  intention  of  the  framers 
of  the  Constitution  to  keep  the  powers  of  the  Gen- 
eral and  State  Governments  separate  and  distinct;  ' 
and,  in  his  judgment,  if  there  was,  on  any  occa-  ' 
sion,  an  effort  to  keep  the  powers  of  the  General  . 
and  State  Governments  separate  and  distinct,  it  | 
was  in  regard  to  this  very  branch  of  it  which  ! 
they  had  had  under  consideration.  Much  as  he  | 
had  been  taught  to  reverence  the  powers  of  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  he  had,  on  the 
other  hand,  been  instructed  and  educated  in  the 
belief  that  equal  reverence  and  equal  respect  were 
duo  to  the  legislative  power  of  the  Slates,  when 
they  exercised  that  power  according  to  the  true 
extent  to  which  they  are  entitled  to  go.  And 
while  he  would  nay  all  due  respect  to  a  law  of 
Concress,  he  would  claim  the  privilege  of  iitapeet- 
ing  It,  to  ascertain  whether  that  law  was  consti- 
tutional; and  he  would  exercise  this  right  just  as 
fearlessly  as  he  would  if  he  had  to  examine  only 
a  law  of  one  of  the  States.  Here  they  were  placed 
in  a  position  where  they  were  oblieed  to  examine 
a  law  which  had  been  disregarded ;  in  respect  to 
which  the  will  of  Congress  had  been  rendered  of 
no  effect.  And  he  had  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that,  in  his  opinioiv  Congress  havi  ng  failed  to  pre- 
scribe B  perfect  guide,  had  left  the  States  at  lib-, 
erty  to  resort  to  the  authoritv  originally  possessed 
by  them;  and  that  they  hnil  done  but  a  constitu- 
tional act  in  sending  members  elected  under  their 
own  laws;  and  that  act  must  be  sustained  by  the 
House. 

He  had  made  these  brief  remarks  in  explana- 
tion of  the  ground  he  took.  He  would  have  said 
nothing  were  it  not  that,  at  an  early  day  of  the 
session,  some  of  the  protesting  members  made  a 
very  grave,  and,  lu  he  believed,  objectionable 
charge  against  those  gentlemen  whose  elections 
were  questioned,  that  they  had  been  guilty  of 
perjury.  Men  sometimes  set  up  the  feeble  stand- 
ardof  their  own  corrupt  hearts  by  which  to  judge 
'  others;  but  from  such  judgments  he  prayed  Qod 
might  deliver  him  and  them. 

Mr.  WOODWARD  said  he  should  address 
the  House  on  this  subject  without  any  of  that 
preparation  which  was  ordinarily  resorted  to  by 
those  who  were  desirous  of  acquitting  themselves 
with  credit.  Th"  subject  had  been  sprung  upon 
him  somewhat  by  surprise.  He  had  intended  to 
discuss  it,  not,  however,  without  making  such 
preparation  as  would  enable  him  to  do  something 
like  justice  to  it.  He  proposed,  however,  not- 
withstanding his  want  of  formal  preparation,  to 
embrace  this  early  opportunity  to  lay  his  views 
before  the  House;  because,  on  this  occasion,  as 
en  every  other  on  which  he  should  address  the 
House,  his  purpose  would  be  td  furnish  argu- 
ments.  This  was  not  a  place  for  oratorical  dis- 
play. It  was  a  place  of  deliberation — such  de- 
liberation as  would  satisfy  the  understandinss 
of  men.  He  scarcely  knew  how  to  take  up  the 
various  points  involved  in  this  discussion.  There 
was  the  question  of  jurisdiction,  whether  this 
House,  as  a  judicial  body ,  could  entertain  a  ques- 
tion involving  the  constitulionolity  of  a  law  of 
Congress  ?*and  there  was  the  question  whether 
the  States  were  amenable  to  the  commands  and 
orders  of  Congress.  He  would  proceed,  how- 
ever, in  liis  own  way,  as  he  should  bring  l>efore 
the  House  points  which  had  not  yet  been  touched 
upon  in  debate,  either  in  that  Hall  or  elsewhere. 
He  would  pursue  his  own  particular  order. 

When  this  question  was  first  made  before  the 
community,  he,  like  most  other  persons,  forming 


his  opinion  on  the  first  blush ,  entertained  no  doubt 
as  to  the  right  of  (Congress  to  pass  this  law. 
When  he  left  home,  he  encertaincd  no  doubt  npon 
the  subject;  but  it  so  happened  that,  on  his  way 
to  Washington,  he  fell  in  with  a  friend,  a  member 
from  one  of  the  States  which  had  pursued  the 
general-ticket  sj^slem  of  election;  and  being  con- 
sulted by  him  ns  to  what  the  prospects  were,  he 
had  stated  that,  in  his  opinion,  these  members 
elected  by  general  ticket  would  hove  a  right  to 
take  their  seats  in  the  first  instance;  but  he 'saw 
no  prospect  of  their  retaining  them.  He  came 
here,  then,  without  prejudices,  and  under  no  party 
constraint  or  restraint;  and  the  opinions  whirh 
he  now  rose  to  advance  before,  the  Mouse  were 
the  very  opposite  from  his  first  impressions  upon 
the  subject,  and  the  very  reverse  of  nil  his  predi- 
lections: He  had  looked  upon  the  subject  only 
for  the  purpose  of  being  assured  that  his  first 
o)>iuions  were  not  wrong,  from  a  sense  of  duty 
that,  before  acting  on  the  rights  of  his  friends,  or 
undertaking  to  exclude  gentlemen  from  their 
seats  upon  that  floor,  he  ought  to  be  assured  that 
he  was  sustained  in  the  dcterminaiion  to  which 
he  had  arrived.  He  proceeded  to  argue  that  the 
power  of  Congress  with  regard  to  elections  could 
only  be  claimed  as  a  forfeiture,  through  the  de- 
linquency or  the  lachet  of  the  States.  He  contend- 
ed that  Congress  had  not  the  power  to  district  the 
States  themselves;  and  if  they  had,  they  had  no 
right  to  coerce  the  legislation  of  the  States.  There 
must  be  a  place  indicated,  a  mode  of  holding  the 
elections  indicated,  and  the  time  must  be  indica- 
ted; neither  of  which,  would  be  sufficient  without 
the  others.  He  maintained,  therefore,  that  the 
constitution  gave  to  Congress  the  least  possible 
adequate  power;  and  that  the  enumeration  of 
time,  mode,  and  place,  was  not  to  enlarge  the 
powera  of  Congress,  butsimply  to  give  adequacy 
and  sufficiency — nothing  more. 

There  was  one  proposition  laid  down  by  gen- 
tlemen that  he  must  notice,  for  it  was  out  of^the 
fallacy  of  this  proposition  that  sprungr  all  their 
fallacious  reasonings  on  the  subject.  They  con- 
founded the.holding  the  elections  with  the  elective 
franchise  itself.  Under  the  power  to  provide  for 
the  manner  of  holding  elections,  ihey  undertook 
to  l^islale  on  the  manner  of  exercising  the  elect- 
ive franchise.  There  consisted  all  the  fallacy. 
He  held  that  the  elective  power  of  the  people  uf 
South  Carolina  belonged  to  them,  like  all  other 
rights,  subject  to  the  regulation  of  the  Legisla- 
ture; and  the  elective  franchise  belonged  to  them 
as  an  inherent  right,  and  not  by  virtue  of  the 
Constitution.  Now,  it  was  true,  that  the  Con- 
stitution creates  the  ofllices  of  the  Government, 
and  that  the  membera  had  no  right  to  office  on 
that  floor,  unless  the  Constitution  created  the 
office;  but  when  the  office  was  created,  who  was 
it  that  elected  the  officer,  and  by  what  right.'  The 
community  whom  he  is  to  serve  must  elect  him, 
and  this  was  a  fundamental  right  belonging  to 
them.  Congress  might  determine  what  the  office 
should  be,  but  could  not  determine  for  them  who 
is  to  choose  the  peraen  to  fill  the  office.  The 
power  as  given  under  the  Constitution  is,  that 
the  people  of  the  States  shall  elect  their  repre- 
sentatives. Now,  if  Congress  claimed  the  power 
to  distriQ^  the  States,  where  the  people  held  the 
franchise  jointly,  as  an  organized  community,  it 
undertook  to  cut  them  up  and  divide  thero  into 
integral  parts,  and  thus  essentially  impair  their 
rights.  Under  such  authority.  Congress  might 
make  a  law  creating  districts  of  vast  inequality, 
which  would  most  materially  affect  the  franchise 
of  the  eitizens. 

Here  Mr.  W,  cited  several  supposed  cases,  to 
show  how  the  exercise  of  this  power  by  Con- 
gress invaded  the  elective  franchise. 

After  some  further  remarks,  Mr.  W.  said  that 
the  proposition  he  intended  to  establish  was,  that 
the  power  of  Congress  to  regulate  the  time,  place, 
and  manner  of  holding  elections  was  restricted  to 
the  operation  of  the  election  itself,  and  in  no  de- 
gree involved  the  manner  in  which  the  people 
shall  exercise  the  elective  franchise. 

He  begged  leave  to  dravrthe  attention  of  the 
House  to  a  distinction  which  he  deemed  an  im- 
portant one.  With  regard  to  the  power  of  the 
States,  there  was  no  subordination,  nor  any  rela- 
tion of  subordination,  between  the  State  Legis- 
latures and  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 
They  were  coherent  bodies,  deriving  their  pow- 
ers from  a  common  source.    Their  positions  were 


collateral  to  each  other,  and  their  legislation  was 
cooi-dinate,  and  Congress  could  not  repeal  a  law 
of  n  (state  Leslslntiire.  He  vinn  i'liisiraiine  this 
position,  when  ihu  Speaker  «|>|.ri»cd  him  of  the 
expiration  of  liis  hour. 

•Mr.  M.  BROWN  said  the  quei.ti.in  before  the 
House  wus  involved  in  n  very  narrow  compass. 
I  It  was,  however,  a  question  of  vital  importnitce 
i  to  this  country.  This,  he  contended,  wnsi  not  a 
question  of  the  reserved  rights  of  the  Sttites;  it 
was  not  a  question  of  strict  construction.  The 
clause  ill  the  Constitution  under  discussion  pro- 
vides that  the  States  shall  rcgulaie  the  lime,  place, 
and  manner  of  holding  the  elections.  Dut  it  went 
on,  and  provided  that  Congress  might,  at  any 
time,  alter  those  legulalionx.  Now,  what  wns 
the  obvious  leg«l  efleet  o(  this  clause  of  the  Con- 
siiluiion  ?  Th.-re  wss  a  discretion  siven  to  Con- 
gress respecting  the  exercise  of  this  power,  "  at 
any  time,"  for  tliat  was  the  language  of  the 
Constitution. 

It  was  admitted  that  Congress  could  occup} 
the  whole  ground.  What,  then,  was  the  ol>jectior 
to  the  law  of  the  Twenty-Seventh  Congress  i  I 
was  said  the  exercise  of  that  power  wns  void,  be 
cause  it  did  not  go  far  enough;  that  is,  if  Con- 
gress had  gone  the  full  length,  oiid  occupied  the 
whole  ground,  the  power  wns  unquestionable. 
Now,  he  understood  the  possession  of  the  whole 
power  includes  any  and  every  port;  and,  if  it  j^as 
conceded  that  Congress  possessed  the  power  to 
occupy  the  whole  ground,  it  must  be  coneedrd 
that  Congress cbuld  occupy  any  part  of  tbpgmuDd. 
In  relation  to  the  concurrent  powera  of  the  Stale 
Legislatures,  and  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  he  quoted  Chancellor  Kent  and  -Mr.  Jus- 
tice Story,  to  show  that,  if  those  powers  were 
conflicting,  the  legislation  of  the  snpreins  power 
must  govern .  The  State  Legislatures  conM  legis- 
late until  Congress  nccupieathe  ground.  Now, 
this  clause  of  the  Constitutio'ii  gives  the  State 
Legislatures  power  to  prescribe  the  times,  places, 
and  manner  of  holding  elections;  and  it  likewise 
gave- to  Congress  the  power  to  control  that  legis- 
lation. In  the  exercise  of  this  power  by  the 
Twenty-Seventh  Congress,  it  had  been  contended 
that  political  capital  was  sought  to  be  made  of  it; 
but  he  contended  that  Congress,  in  passing  that 
law,  was  governed  only  by  a  desire  to  produce 
unifbrmiiy. 

Mr.  COLLAMER  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  SENTER  moved  that  the  House  adjourn; 
and  the  vote  being  taken  by  tellera,  resulted — 45 
in  the  affirmative,  and  60  in  the  negative. 

So  the  motion  did  not  prevail. 

Mr.  COLLAMER  then  proceeded  to  nddress 
the  House.  It  was  the  first  occasion  (he  said) 
which  had  ever  arisen,  where  one  branch  of  the 
Legislature  of  this  Union  had  been  called  upon 
to  decide  as  to  the  validity  of  an  act  of  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  which  had  been  passed 
by  all  the  various  branches  of  the  law-making 
power.  And  it  seemed  to  him,  therefore,  that 
a  very  great  degree  of  caution  was  demamled  on 
the  part  of  the  House,  forasmuch  as  they  had 
themselves  constituted  a  branch  of  that  law- 
making power,  by  which  this  act  was  passed. 

Mr.  C.  argued  at  considerable  length  in  favor 
of  the  constitutionality  of  the  law,  and  the  obli- 
gation on  the  part  of  tlic  States  to  acjuiesce.  At 
the  conclusion  of  his  remarks,  the  House  ad- 
journed. * 

The  following  petitions,  pre>eiile4  today,  were  liaoded 
to  Ih*  reporter!!  hv  the  members  prewstim;  iliem: 

By  Mr  RMITH.of  Illinois:  Tlic  nruncW  nt tmMtf 
cjiisens  of  Rmdolpti  cnontv,  llliiH)i«,  remnnpuatlss 
•       •    ■  -  ■         ■  oTI 


tlie  pleilgiiig  nf  tlie  public  load*  Uh  Ule  fHlrfswe  « 

inx  iiintiey ;  whicli  WB«  rvl^rred  to  ilic  CotumiltecoT  Ways 

and  Mi-anN. 

Alio,  the  petilinn  orMindry  rtaiienn  o(  Raiidaipli  etmrntf, 
IlUnoiii,  praying  the  nnnrxntlna  of  Tens  to  the  VnitH 
StaicH  r  which  wsa  refenad  to  ths  Uooimittee  on  Fonri(» 
Affair*. 

Also,  tlie  peihion  oTnindry  eltixemi<RaBdolphea«ilv, 
Illinnia,  praying  a  madiAcMlon  at  Ule  BatantitsUoa  law^ 
fo  at  to  prevent  AbaUiinnii'ls  rnm  becoaiing  nswniltaad; 
which  WM  referred  to  the  Commiilee  on  the  iedicisfy. 

Al«<,  the  petiiioii  of  Chartea  W.  Uunler  and  Mr  handrad 
md  AITiKiii  nihen,  ciiitenn  of  MadiMn  evsaty.  llliiK>t>,  re- 
nMiMtratlDg  ngaitiil  tlio  anneiaikm  of  Tens  is  Uw  UniMd 
auuea ;  which  was  referrad  to  the  Ohbiwum  on  Forei^ 
Air«ir».  _ 

By  Mr.  WILLIAMS :  The  petitinn  of  Mr>.  Lydia  Tur- 
ner, of  Sciuwte.  Musacbaietls,  for  an  aowodiacM  at  Iks 
poniion  act  nf  1838. 

Of  Mr.  BaPPINGTON:  The  petHioa  of  Jolm  Brvdia 
and  ninety  eight  others,  citixeni  of  BuUer  ctmntf,  Pcns- 
•ylvaoia,  praying  for  the  eoostractios  of  a  ntlioail  • ' 
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MlinJ  rani  torn  the  Cvmberlmd  road,  neir  the  tue  of 
UHKlHUI,bytlMUMa«l«am<ubui(  and  Mcadville,  to 
tlwhutorerBfie. 

Alois  the  petition  of  Samnel  A.  Gilmore  end  •ixty-lbur 
•Hhen,  ciliseu  ef  Seller  eoenty,  Peniuylvania,  of  ■Imilar 
inmit. 

Abo,  the  petltioa  of  Jacob  Libenfood,  a  reTohiUtiiMry 
invalid  aoldier,  iMayinK  for  a  peB>ion. 

AI«o,  the  petition  of  James  ponahay,  a  soldier  of  the  ler- 
olniaaaiy  and  Indian  wars,  ptayini  for  a  pension. 


tobe 


By  Mr.  BURKB:  The  petlHoo  «  Moses  Oaris,  pnyia( 

be  plaead  «n  the  mli  of  iaTalid  peoaianata. 

By  Mr.  HUNT,  of  New  York:  lae  petition  of  citiaena  of 


Niagara  eonaty,  New  York,  for  impfoTlng  the  harbor  of 
BicMeen  Mile  creek. 

Alao,  Mie  pciMeii  of  eWseM  of  Otieaaa  eoamy,  New 
Torfc,  for  the  eoapletioa  of  Oak  nrebard  harbor. 

By  Mr.  HAYS :  The  petition  of  cilisena  of  Crawford 
county,  Pennsylvania,  praying  for  a  reduction  of  the  rates 
or  postage,  and  that  Uiey  he  made  to  conrorm  to  the  coin 
of  the  United  Biaiea. 

Also,  a  petition  of  citiaeas  of  Warren  county,  Pean^yl- 
vania,  pmying  for  a  reduction  of  Iciter  postage,  for  Uie 
free  tianaiultainn  of  newspapers  within,  the  coonlie*  in 
arUch  they  are  printed,  and  Ibr  cetmin  other  aiadillea- 
tinaa  of  the  laws  in  relation  to  aawapaper  and  paophlK 


Also,  a  petition  of  John  Spear,  of  Mercer  county,  Pcnn- 
■yleania,  rk  himself  and  others,  soldiers  in  the  northwest- 
e«n  army  of  tlie  United  States  In  I7M,  praying  Ibr  pen- 


Bf  Mr.  UUGHGS :  Tbe  petition  of  Washington  Straitga, 
ptaying  Conireait  to  grant  him  a  small  quantity  of  land  for 
•etviees  lendered  In  ihe  hut  war. 

By  Mr.  BITTER :  A  memorial  ftom  a  nnmber  of  perpona 
inteteaiad  ia  Ihe  lianaponathMi  of  coal  from  the  minea  of 
PemaylTania,  iirayiag  that  canal  boauemployed  in  the  do- 
■aeatic  coal  irade  may  be  exeii.pted  from  taking  oat  coost- 

:  licenses;  which  waa  referred  to  the  Uommittre  nn 


By  Mr.  A.  V.  BIIOWN :  Tbe  peUlioo  of  L.  P.  Cheatham, 
of  Nashville,  Tennessee,  piayiog  compenxation  l<>r  Insoes 
ayaialaed  by  him  in  consequence  of  ttie  non-fnlffllnient  of 
•  coatrict  made  by  the  United  Stales  with  him  tor  the  re- 
moval af  the  Cherokee  Indians  i  which  was  rafetred  to 
ilie  Coouniuee  on  ladian  Affairs. 

By  Mr.  MORRIS,  of  PeniD'yIvania :  Tlio  pcUlinn  of  one 
bundred  and  ten  citiaens  of  New  l^^stlc  county,  Delaware, 
praying  Congreea  tn  graat  an  appropriaiion  for  the  repair  of 
the  Gavemmeat  pien  at  Port  Penn,  on  ihn  river  Delaware. 

By  Mr.  CILMKR:  Tlte  peiiiinn  oi' Susannnli  Powell) 
arhich  waa  referred  to  ihe  Coniniiuee  on  Kevnlutionnry 
Pensinna. 

By  Mr.  TYLER :  The  pMltion  of  W.  R.  Monrand  others, 
citiaens  of  ChaatawiBa  eoaaly.  New  Vork,  pmyiag  for  tbe 
farther  prosecution  <•<'  tlie  unliuished  worlu  at  Oarcrloiia 
barlior,  new  Vnrlt. 

By  Mr.  HARPED :  Tlie  petition  of  Snmnrl  G.  Chamber 
and  Bfly-eigbt  others,  citiaena  of  the  counties  of  Mo-ktn- 
gam  and  LlekiiMi,  Oliiu,  iwayinx  for  Ui>:  retrincliiiMnt  iif 
Ijw  expenditores  of  liie  General  Ciiveniini'itt. 

Also,  the  petition  nf  Samuel  G.  Ctiaiiibcrs  nmt  fnriy 
eKhera,  citiaens  of  said  cnuniii^s,  praying' for  ilic  reduction 
of  the  present  rates  of  pontage. 

Sf  Mr.  DOOGB,  fif  Wiaconaiii  i  The  priiiion  of  the  in 
tabitaata of  Racine  county.  Territory  nf  VVi«eiiu>in,  arkiiig 
ODOgress  for  an  appninriation  lor  n  liarbor  at  the  iiioinh  of 
Boot  river,  town  of  Racine ;  which  was  referred  to  tlie 
Committee  on  Cwmroerce. 

Abe,  a  petition  signed  by  Ihme  hundred  citiaeas  residing 
•t  the  town  of  PoiosI  and  vicinity.  In  the  TiTritory  iil  Wis- 
consia,  asking  Con^rrss  to  repeal  tUc  provti^o  of  tlie  tiikh 
oectinn  of  the  organic  law  nf  siiid  Tcrritury,  niid  passing  n 
tow  allowing  every  free  white  male  inhabiiant  (rorelxnen 
lacluded)  to  vote  at  all  eleetioaa.  after  iiaving  arrived  at 
the  age  of  twenty  .one  yean,  and  n»idt-d  sii  inoiiiba  in  tlie 
Territory,  and  having  declared  his  iniention  in  bcouie  a 
citiaen ;  which  was  referred  to  tlie  Committee  on  the  Judl- 
ciacy. 

Also,  a  petition  from  th»  iahabiiaula  of  Jeffenoa  county. 
Territory  of  Wisconsin,  Asking  Congress  to  ciMabiisiiaiiiril 
rtMile  fnim  the  town  or  Milwaukee,  tUmtigli  Jr ITcriioi),  (the 
cottniy  seat  of  Jefferson  county,)  to  Madison,  the  stmt  of 
■ovemment ;  which  was  refened  to  the  Coamiittee  on  the 
Post  OOee  aad  Post  Roads. 

Also,  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants  ofWivhinjion  rnnn- 
ty,  Tefritory  of  Wisconsin,  ayking  t'nngrei^  fur  an  appro- 
priaiion Ibr  a  light-house  at  nr  near  the  town  of  Waslilng- 
too,  o«  tbe  western  shore  of  Lake  Micliigan,  Wisconsin ; 
whieb  was  refefrcd  to  (he  t;oinmittce  on  OnMnetco. 

Also,  ilie  pciiiinn  of  tlic  inhabitants  of  Back  river,  ask- 
ing the  eslaUishment  of  n  mail  route  frnm  Prairii-vitle,  Mil- 
waitte*  connty,  to  Fort  Atkinaon,  in  JeOi.-rKnn  county,  Tcr- 
lilory  of  Wisconsin ;  which  waa  referred  to  the  (>iauiiilte« 
ea  the  Pimi  OOeaaad  Post  Roads. 

Aiso,  two  petitioos  of  Ihe  Inhabitants  of  Green  county. 
Territory  vf  Wiseonain,  asking  Congress  for  an  appropria- 
tion Ibr  a  harbor  al  the  mnuth  of  Ibmi  river,  town  of  Ra- 
cine, in  aaid  Territory ;  which  teas  tefetrad  id  the  Comnii^ 


Amkhif  privilege;  wirieh  wia icAned  to  die  Ooinflttaa 
on  the  Poat  OAee  and  Post  Roads. 

By  Mr.  GRIOER :  The  petiUon  of  Eliaha  Adair,  Ibr  an 
indemnity  from  Government  for  continental  paper  t  which 
waa  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

By  Mr.  STEWART,  of  Pnmsylvanta:  TbejMtition  of 
the  praaidcat  nnd  diteeiota  of  ihe.AleiaadrtaCaaalCoiB- 
pony,  playing  Oinher  legislation  for  the  pioteetion  and  se- 
curity of  said  work :  wliTch  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
for  the  District  of  Colombia. 

By  Mr.  TIBBATI'S  i  Th«  pa<Mon  of  aandry  eitiaena  of 
Campbell  county,  Kentucky,  praying  that  a  laail  rowa  aqr 
be  ealahliahad  fma^Nawpact  to  Balhnoat,  in  soM  county, 
by  the  way  of  Pour-mtfe,  Twelve-mile,  nnd  Carthace ; 
wMeh  was  reftmd  to  the  Coatmitlea  on  the  Poal  Office 
and  Poat  RoMftSi- 

By  Mr.  P ARMENTER :  Tke  MiUoii  oTEbaBeaer  Bobba, 
Jr.,  and  forty  otbera,  citixena  tifWaltham,  Massachusetts, 
In  Ihvur  of  a  remission  of  duty  on  railroail  Iron  importca 
for  the  Fiiehbnrg  mllroad. 

By  Mr.  CiATLIN  i  The  ■wmorial  af  BaatM  DIcMaaon 
ami  oiliers,  citiaetia  of  .Ckianeciicui;  the  memorial  of  John 
C.  Martin  nnd  others,  citizens  of  the  same  State ;  also,  the 
memorial  of  Jaied  Clark  and  others,  citizens  of  the  same 
State,  severaMy  remoastrating  ngainat  Ihe  annexmioii  of 
Tezaa  m  the  llidoa  s  ivhiab  waa  laiimedto  Um  Oonnittee 
on  Foreign  Affairs. 


Also,  the  peiiiioa  of  citizens  of  Green  Bay,  Territory  of 
Wisconsin,  asking  of  Congrcsa  the  cslnblislinM-ni  of  a  mail 
ronte-fttnn  Madison,  the  seat  nf  government.  In  Sun  Prai- 
rie, ia  Dade  county,  tn  Columbus.  In  Portage  county,  to 
Brown,  in  Dodge  cnuniy,  nnd  tn  Wapun,  in  Fond  du  Lac 
eoaniy ;  whieli  was  referred  to  tlie  Committee  on  ihn  Post 
OIBee  and  Post  Unndi*. 

By  Mr.  WRIGHT,  nf  Indiana;  The  pcUtion  of  Mary 
Ann  Brunner,  of  Putnam  dounty,  Indiana,  and  of  other 
ettizena,  asking  tliat  Congress  would  gram  relief  to  Mary 
Aan  Uninner,  tor  the  sum  nf  S^^  S',  which  she  advanced 
and  paid  into  the  -regiiitcrV  nlfirc  at  Cmwronl><viIle,  Indi- 
aaa,  for  the  purpose  of  iKwehaalng  a  eennin  tract  of  land 
therein  named,  which  Wm  nut  so  anplied ;  which  waa  re- 
fctred  lo  the  ITnmmiltce  on  Public  Land*. 

By  Mr.  PUBDV  :  The  petition  of  Henry  Vanderlyn  nnd 
one  hundrf^  ami  fifly-fniir  Inhabitants  of  Oxrnnl,  New 
Verfc,  ftir  the  ri-ductioo  of  postage  and  regulation  of  Iho 


IN  SENATE. 
TntntsDAT,  fUntarjf  8, 1844. 

After  the  reading  of  the  Journal, 

Mr.  BATES  aaid  that,  some  days  since,  he 
presented  to  the  Senate  resolves  of  the  Legislature 
of  Massachusetts  upon  the  suhject  of  ninending 
tlie  Constitution  of  the  United  Stales,  so  (is  to  ap- 
porlinn  represenlation  and  direct  taxation  among 
the  States  according  to  the  free  population  in 
each.  He  presented  them  because,  as  a  Senator 
from  Massachusetts,  he  thought  it  his  duly  tn  do 
so.  He  moved  to  lay  them  on  the  table.  There 
was  not  within  his  contemplation  more  tlian  one 
event  that  could  happen  that  would  induce  him 
to  call  them  up.  He  was  not  for  disturbing  the 
foundations  of  the  Govenimenl.  He  moved,  also, 
as  was  usual  in  such  cases,  that  they  be  printed. 
The  Senate  refused  lo  print-them.  It  was  now 
loo  late  to  move  a  recnn.siderntinn  of  the  vote; 
nnd  he  would  not  movf  it  if  he  could. 

Vesterdav  I  lie  honorublc  Sena'or  from  Georgia 
[Mr.  nERRiF.s]  |>rrseni<'d  counter  rt-sidutions  nf 
ihi'  Li  irislaiuie  of  his  Slate  upon  the  same  sub- 
ji'ci.  Hi'  mnvod  to  lay  them  on  the  tdblc  nnd  lo 
print  iliiin.  The  Senate  ordered  them  to  be 
printed.  He  voiid  for  the  priiiiin!;.  He  rose 
then  to  brin<;  ilic  f.iet  dislTncily  and  formally  to 
the  notice  of  iliv  S>-iiaie,  that  it  might,  if  it 
thought  prii|>i'r,  cnrn-ci  tlie  diflVrencc  in  its  ac- 
tion; or,  if  niit,  iliat  lii.s  Siat»  might  see  the  dis- 
criininaiinti  wliiih  had  ix-en  made, and  the  meas- 
ure of  justice  or  iiijn»lice  which  had  been  meted 
out  lo  her. 

Tbe  PRESIDENT /iro/cMiporeinquired  whether 
he  intenili'd  to  eubmit  any  motion? 

Mr.  BATES  remarkeii  ihat  he  hod  no  motion 
to  submit  to  the  Seimte.  He  rose  only  to  sub- 
mit these  remarks  to  its  consideration. 

PETITIONS,   ETC. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  presented  a  memorial  from 
Joshua  Meyers  ami  others,  citizens  of  Lorain 
county,  Ohio,  prayirtg  for  a  reduction  of  the  rales 
of  postage  anit  a  diseontinanncc  of  the  franking 
privilege;  which  was  referred  to  the  Corainittee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  BVANS  presented  a  petition  from  John 
Beckford  nnd  two  huitdicd  and  twenty-litre  per- 
sons of  Easttiort,  Maine,  praying  for  the  repeni 
of  the  law  allowing  spirits  in  the  Nart:  which 
was  referred  lo  the  Committee  on  NaTal  AITairs. 

Mr.  WRIQHT  presented  Joint  resolutions, 
adopted  by  the  Legislature  of  NewYork,  instruct- 
ing the  Senators  and  retjueating  th«  Repreaenta- 
tivcs  from  that  State  to  use  their  influence  in  favor 
of  the  passage  of  a  law  which  shall-tfontinae  to 
each  witlow  of  an  officer  or  soldier  of  the  Revo- 
lution, who  was  entitled  to  a  pension  nmier  tbe  act 
of  Congrran  passed  July  7,  1838,  the  (tension  to 
which  sneh  widow  was  entitled,  for  ami  dmring 
her  natural  life;  which  was  ordered  tobe  printed, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  BAYARD  said,  some  short  time  Mnee  a 
series  of  resolutions  was  introduced  by  one  of  the 
Senators  from  Illinois;  one  of  which  instructed 
the  Committee  on  Natral  Affairs  to  inquire  into 
ihe  expediency  of  establishing  a  marine  hospital 
at  or  neir  the  confluence  of  the  Ohio.  This  was 
a  matter,  he  said,  entirely  belonging  lo  the  com- 
mercial marine;  ond,  as  such,  should  have  been 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce.    The 


Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  have  nothing  to  do 
with  that  branch  of  the  subject;  be  therefore 
moTed  that  that  committee  be  discliarged  from  its 
farther  consideration. 

The  motion  waa  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MERRICK  presented  a  memorial  firom  tbe 
Alexandria  tainal  company,  praving  that  power 
may  be  granted  them  to  iniike  the  neeeasarj  by- 
laws for  th«  protection  of  tlteir  worin;  which  waa 
referred,  with  the  paper*  aecompanying,  to  the 
Committee  on  tbe  INatrict  of  Cohimbht. 

Mr.  SEVIER  presented  doeumenta  in  relation 
to  tb«  applMUion  of  Peter  Bngiaa,  a  soldier  in  tbe 
last  war  with  (Treat  Britain,  for  a  pensioKt  which 
were  referred  to  tba  Committee  on  Perisiime. 

He  aJso  prseented  a  petition  from  a  number  of 
persons  residing  in  Benton  county,  Arkansas, 
pmying  for  the  eslabliahment  ef  a  militarjr  pest 
at  or  near  Fort  Wayne,  to  protect  the  inbalNlanta 
from  Indian  depreilslioM;  whieb  waa  refttied  to 
tbe  Commitgee  on  Miliiaiy  AAiira. 

Mr.  FULTON  presented  a  petition  from  Tbe> 
ron  Brownflddijr.,  pmying  that  a  patent  may 
issue  to  him  for  land  entered  in  the  land  oflice  in 
Arkansas,  and  for  which  a  patent  was  refused, 
on  the  ground  that  the  entry  was  incorrectly 
made.  The  petitioner  represeala  Ihat  he  has  made 
largo  improvementa  on  the  land;  whieh  was  re^ 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Puhlit!  Lands. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  a  memorial  from 
a  number  of  the  eitizeos  of  Erie  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, praying  that  the  harbor-of  Eirie  may  be 
oeinpleted;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce. 

Mr.  ARCHER  {tresented  a  memorial  nirmer- 
ously  signed  by  inhabitants  of  Richmond,  Vir- 
ginia, and  by  many  members  of  the  Lerishttnre 
of  that  State,  asking  for  a  reduction  of  the  rate* 
of  postage,  and  that  the  franking  privilege  may 
be  reformed;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit-' 
tee  on  the  Post  OflSee  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  HUNTING rON  presented  a  memorial 
from  William  Lacoii  and  Lewis  H.  Bates, asking 
indemnity  for  damages  sustained  by  them  in  con- 
sequence of  a  suit  of  the  Uniteil  States  for  diitiee 
not  doc,  and  of  seizures  by, the  Government; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 
REPORTS  PROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  FOSTER,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
reported  a  bill  fur  the  relief  of  Ephraim  D.  Dick- 
son; which  was  read  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading,  and,  with  the  report  accompanying,  or- 
dered to  lie  printed. 

Mr.  PHELPS,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian, 
Affairo,  to  which  was  referred  the  Senate  bill  for 
the  relief  of  the  fe^al  representatives  of  William 
Walker,  reported  tbe  same  back  without  amend- 
ment, accompanied  by  a  report  in  writing,  in  favor 
of  its  indefinite  postponement;  which  was  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

t^t.  WOODBRIDGE,  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  to  which  had  been  referred  a  memo- 
rial of  Henry  Newman,  praying  to  be  refunded 
certain  purcnase-money  paid  by  him  for  a  tract 
of  liinil,  and  a  bill  for  his  relief,  made  a  report  in 
writing;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

BILLS  INTRObuGBD. 

Mr.  EVANS,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  tn 
authorize  the  payment  of  equitable  oommissions 
to  the  agents  or  attorneys  of  persons  in  whose 
fevor  awards  have  been  made  under  three  several 
treaties  made  between  the  United  States  and  cer- 
tain fbreign  Powen,  whose  awards  have  been 
returned  into  the  Treosury,  in  payment  of  debts 
due  the  United  States;  which  waa  read  twice,  and 
committed. 

Mr.  MERRICK,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to 
direct  a  transfer  to  tbe  State  of  Maryland  of  the 
stock  held  by  the  United  Statea  in  tke  Obeaa- 
p^ce  and  Ohio  eanvl,  on  certain  eonditionsi 
which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee <m  Roads  and  Canals. 

RE80LDTION8. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MERRICK,  It  was 

Aesoiecd,  That  the  Cnmraiuee  on  Pensions  he  instructed 
to  inquire  into  ilie  cipediency  of  allowing  in  Esther  T.  Dur- 
rouglis,  the  wMow  of  N.  Burmtigfas,  a  levaluthmary  sol- 
dlar,  the  banetlt  og  <h*  law  of  t>Mgreas  granting  half  pay 
and  penstna  to  crwsia  widswi  of  thosa  who  aafvad  la  the 
Revoluiioo. 

Mr.  SEVIER  submitted  the  followiog  resolu- 
tion; which  lies  one  day  on  the  table: 

Rtsolved,  That  the  Beeratary  of  War  be  directed  to  ftir> 
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nish  tbe  Senate  with  all  correspondence  on  file  in  bU  office, 
Or  on  file  In  the  othcc  o(  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the 
Army,  upon  the  aiibject  of  a  aeleclton  of  the  lite  for  Fort 
Wayne,  on  the  froniien  of  Arkanaatt  wd  alao  lo  infora 
the  Senate  if  the  building  of  a  Ton  was  commenced  upon 
eaid  aite,  and  with  the  rcaaoiia  liad  Tor  abandoning  the  erac- 
tion  of  Fort  Wayne  at  the  point  aforesaid ;  and  also  that  he 
Amher  inflmn  tkn  Senate  wliether  it  is  in  enmemplatlon  to 
place  aiy  more  (roops  upon  lli«  ftohticn  of  Arliaiwaa,  for 
the  safety  and  proper  prptecUoa  of  ibe  people  ot  Uiat  Siat«. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BERRIEN,  it  vaa 

Rattcei,  That  lite  Oomaitlse  on  Hilttary  ABMn  be 
Instructed  to  ioqoire  into  the  expediency  of  so  amendiiiK 
the  law  to  provide  for  tlie  settlement  of  the  claims  of  the 
State  of  ueoffia  against  the  CSoYcmment  of  the  United 
Siaiea  as  to  elitet  a  man  prompt  and  e^ollaMeadlastmeiU 
oftha 


Mr.  JARNAGIN  aakad  l«ave  to  ntke  ttom  the 
files  of  the  Senate  the  petition  of  the  administra- 
tor of  Andmtir  Stewart,  praying  eompensation  for 
•  ws^n  anii  team  lost  is  the  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  - 

Meinrs.  KINO  and  MERRICK  nrade  some 
remarks  against  any'soth  dcpartate  from  the 
rules;  and 

The  Seraitei refused  the  leave  asked. 

FINE  ON  GENERAL  JACKSON. 

Mr.  ALLEN  moved  to  postpone  llie  previous 
orders  of  the  day,  witli  a  view  to  take  up  the  bill 
from  the  House  to  refund  the  fine  imposed  on 
General  Jackaon. 

Mr.  ARCHER  said,  itseemed  to  him  desirable 
that  some  notice  should  be  given  in  regard  to  ibo 
proposition  to  take  up  this  bill,  before  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  its  consideration.  He  believed  that 
several  gentlemen  were  deairous  of  eiving  their 
vote  upon  it  one  way  or  another;  andaa  the  Sen- 
ate was  rather  thin  lo-day,  he  hoped  the  Senator 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  Allem]  would  have  no  objection 
to  postponing  it  till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  ALLEN  replied  that  the  Senator  [Mr.  Ar- 
cher] would  remember  that,  two  days  ago,  he 
had  given  notice  of  his  intention  to  make  a  mo- 
tion this  morning  lo  proceed  to  (he  consideration 
of  the  bill. 

Mr.  ARCHER  said  he  was  not  akrare  of  that 
fhct,  having  been  absent  on  that  day. 

Mr.  MOREHEAD  desired  that  the  gentleman 
would  postpone  his  motion  to  take  up  the  bill  till 
to-morrow.  The  Senate  was  so  thinly  attended 
that  many  could  not  vole  upon  it  who  were  anx- 
ious to  give  their  voles. 

Mr.  ALLEN  observed  that  the  Senate  was 
quite  as  full  lo-day  as  it  was  likely,  from  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  weather,  to  be  to-morrow.  . 

Mr.  MOREHEAD  said  he  should  suppose  it 
could  not  be  a  matter  of  very  great  consequence 
whether  the  bill  be  considered  to-day  or  to-mor- 
row. Several  gentlemen  were  absent  in  another 
quarter  of  the  Capitol,  attending  a  case  of  deep 
interest.  He  hoped  the  Senator  [Mr.  Allek] 
would  not  press  the  subject.  To-morrow  he 
would  concur  with  him  in  bringing  it  up.  As  a 
matter  of  courtesy  towards  tliose  Senators  who 
were  absent,  he  suggested  the  propriety  of  not 
pressing  its  consideration  this  morning. 

Mr.  ALLEN  replied  that  if  this  were  a  mere 
matter  of  feeling,  there  would  be  a  manifest  pro- 
priety in  the  postpoi\emcnt  ofthe  bill;  but,  as  he 
lidd  stated  the  otiierday,  he  had  some  reason  to 
believe  that  it  would  pass,  possibly  without  a 
division  of  the  body,  or  even  a  call  for  the  yeas 
and  nnys.  If  it  was  the  design  of  the  Senator 
(Mr.  MoRBRCAo]  that  a  vote  should  be -taken 
upon  it,  as  a  mauer  of  course  it  would  become  the 
subject-matter  of  sortflict;  l^ut,  otherwise,  he  did 
not  believe  such  would  be  the  case,  lit  saying 
this,  however,  he  felt  boa»d  to  say  ..likewise,  tlrnt 
he  was  not  authorized  to  make  the  declaration 
from  any  intercourse  he  had  bad  -with  Senators 
on  the  other  side;  but  from  that  genatai  under- 
standing whidi  it  was  Well  k«own  sometimes  ex- 
isted between  members  of,lhisbody,in  refereoco 
to  mutlsn  apoa  which  there  was  no  very  great 
difference  of  opinion.  He  had  risen  to  express 
the  hope  that  the  appropriate  hour  of  the  day 
might  be  disposed  of  in  t)ic  way  which  he  had 
suggested.  He  had  given  due  notice  that  he 
would  move  to  call-up  the  bill;  and  he  now  said 
to  the  SenAtora  on  the  other  side,  that  if  they 
agreed  to  lake  it  up  to-roorrow,and  would  shape 
the  business-of  the  morning  ho«r  so  as  to  leave 
time  to  take  it  up,  he  would  cheerfully  acquiesce 
in  the  sugseation.  In  the  motion  which  he  hod 
made  to  uill  it  up  this  morning,  there  could  be  no 
impropriety,  since  his  reason  for  making  it  was, 


aa  be  had  slated  the  other  day,  that  the  speedy 
action  of  the  Senate  upon  it  was  rendered  ex- 
tremely desirable  by  the  precarious  health  of  a 
venerable  man,  and  the  uncertainty  of  its  pas- 
sage previous  to  his  death.  There  was  every 
prospect  of  his  death  at  a  period  not  far  distant; 
and  if  it  was  the  object,  by  the  passage  of  the  bill, 
to  relieve  him  from  the  imputation  which  rested 
upon  him,  it  was  necessary  that  it  should  be  done 
immediately. 

If  Senators  would  say  that  they  would  take  it 
up  to-morrow  morning,  previous  to  one  o'clock, 
and  come  with  a  determination  to  aot  upon  it, 
whetheV  the  Senate  was  ftill  or  thin,  as  A  matter 
of  courae  it  would  be  improper  in  him  to  press 
the  motion  to  take  it  up  now, 

Mr.  MERRICK  said  tkat  his  colleague  (Mr. 
Pbarcb]  had,  while,a  member  of  the  other  Housei 
taken  an  active  part  in  this  question,  and  he  knew 
thatgentleman  was  desirous  lo  give  his  vote  upon 
it.  He  [Mr.  P.]  was  absent  from  the  city,  and 
was  expected  here  to-day.  He  had  not  yet  ar- 
rived; but  probably  would  to-night.  It  was  not 
particularly  urgent  tbatthe  bill  should  be  consid- 
ered at  this. time;  and  he  hoped  it  would  be  post- 
poned for  a  day  or  two. 

Mr.  ALLEN  was  understood  to  say  that  he 
could  not  defer  his  motion  upon  any  such  uncer- 
tain contini^ency. 

Mr.  SEVlERrose  to  a  question  of  order,  as  to 
whether  the  pending  motion  was  debatable  or 
not. 

The  CHAIR  intimated  lo  the  Senator  from 
Arkansas  [Mr.  Sevier]  that  the  pending  motion, 
being  to  postpone  the  previous  orders  with  a  view 
of  taking  up  ihe  bill,  was  debatable. 

Mr.  MOREHEADsnid  he  had  no  great  concern 
about  this  matter,  so  far  as  he  waa  personally  in- 
terested. It  was  his  purpose  when  the  bill  cnme 
up,  to  make  a  few  remarks,  with  a  view  of  as- 
signing Ihe  reasons  which  would  induce  him  not 
lo  vole  for  it.  Ever  since  the  question  had  been 
pending  before  the  Senate,  he  had  desired  to  as- 
sign some  reasons  in  regard  to  the  vote  which  he 
contemplated,  wholly  independent  of  any  per- 
sonal reference  to  General  Jackson,  or  political 
opinion,  but  in  reference  to  what  he  considered 
the  great  principle  involved  in  the  question.  He 
had  referred  to  some  authorities  on  the  subject, 
with  a  view  of  showing  how  far  it  would  become 
the  Senate,  under  rxlsting  circumstances,  tn  act 
favorably  on  tliis  bill,  regarding  it  as  having  a 
tendency  lo  decide  a  greot  question  in  which  the 
principles  of  Government  were  involved.  He 
was  not  prepared  to  address  the  Senate  now,  but 
if  the  bill  should  be  taken  up,  he  was  prepared  to 
vote.  He  preferred,  however,  that  the  subject 
should  lie  over  till  to-morrow,  as  there  was  no 
pressing  necessity  for  its  consideration  at  this 
time,  in  the  point  of  vieW  suggested  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Allen.)  A  day  would  not 
be  likely  to  produce  any  material  difference. 

He  snoum  be  extremely  pleased  to  minister  to 
the  gratification  of  General  Jackson's  friends, 
and  faoilitate  them  in  the  accomplishment  of  any 
purpose  they  had  in  view  on  the  subject  suggest- 
ed by  the  Senator  from  Ohio.  If  the  bill  was  to 
pass,  he  should  be  glad  himselfthatil  would  pass 
before  General  Jackaon  descended  to  the  grave; 
but  he  did  not  suppose  one  day  would  make  any 
difference.  He  aid  not  regard  tills  as  a  question 
which  involved  any  political  or  party  considera- 
tions, and  he  woald  not  speak  or  vote  upon  it  as 
such.  If  the  Senate  thought  proper  to  take  it  up 
now,  very  good;  but  he  preferned  waiting  till  to- 
morrow. I 

Mr.  SETVIER  suggested  that,  if  the  Senatora 
on  the  other  side  would  permit  the  bill  to  be  la- 
ken  up  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Mokebead]  could  make  bia 
remarks  on  its  final  passage. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Allen  to  postpone  the  previous  orders,  with 
a  view  to  lake  the  bill  up,  and  decided  in  the  neg- 
ative—yeas 18,  nays  SU;  as  follows: 

YEAS  — Messrs.  Alles,  Aichisoii,  Atlierlnn,.  Healon, 
Breese,  Buchanan,  Colquitt,  FairSeld,  Fulton,  Ilannegan, 
Haywood,  linger,  King,  Sevier,  SiurgeaDiTapp-nn,  Wooil- 
burv,  and  Wright— 18. 

NAY8— Messrs.  Archer,  Bamnr,  Baiss,  Bayaiid,  B«r- 
rleo,  Cboatt,  IDayton,  Evaas,  Postcf,  Francia,  Unotlngtoa. 
Jaruagin,  Manuim,  Merrick,  Miller,  Moreliead,  PllelpS|Por- 
ter,Siiumoii8,  Tollmndge,  ITpham,  and  Woodbridge— SB. 

THE  TARIFF — COMPROMISE  ACT. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore  announced  the 


unfinished  business,  being  the  resolution  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance  for  the  indefinite  postpone- 
ment of  the  bill  introduced  by  Mr.  McDoFriE 
for  reducing  the  rates  of  duties  under  Ihe  present 
lai'ifTto  the  standard  ofthe  compromise  act. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  resumed  his  address  to  the 
Senate,  and  spoke  for  two  hours.  Wbcn  bo 
stopped  yesterday  he  was  demonstrating  that  the 
present  high  t8ria°  was  destructive  in  its  elTecUi  to 
the.faome  markets,  and  injurious  and  oppressive 
to  navigation,  commerce,  and  every  useful  article 
of  domestic  produce.  It  was  not  on  opinions  llutt 
hs  had  formed  this  eoaclusiont  nor  was  it  opin- 
ions that  he  would  offer  to  the  Senate  to  support 
his  vieWs;  he  would  offer  facts,' drawn  frrnn  audi 
sources  as  to  do  away  with  the  possibility  of  a 
doubt  of  their  authenticity;  and  those  fads,  he 
felt  convinced,  if  dtspassionalely  considered, 
would  satisfy^  the  supporters  of  the  tariff  that 
there  was  but'a  slight  difference  in  principle  be- 
tween its  advocates  and  opponents. 

Mr.  W.  then  procecdecl  to  quote  from  a  tabu- 
lar document  published  under  tlic  authority  of 
the  Treasury  Department,  and  which  shoved 
that,  from  the  year  after  the  passing  of  the  urilT 
of  1816— namely,  from  1817— up  lo  the  year  1831, 
the  revenue,  in  spite  of  its  protective  duties,  con-* 
linued  annually  to  diminish;  and  when,  in  1831, 
it  did  increase,  tlist  was  effeotod  by  iro|>orting,in 
enormous  quantities,  foreign  goods,  the  produce 
of  foreign  losns — importations,  i^ol  tor  the  supply 
of  a  steady  or  wliolesome  demand,  but  tlie  pruil- 
uee  of  speculalive  credit;  the  consequences  of 
which,  he  need  scarcely  say,  were  felt  by  the  dis- 
astrous revulsions  of  1836  and  1S37. 

When  s))eaking  yesterday  of  the  effect  that  a 
reduction  of  duty  had  on  coffee  in  England,  he 
was  asked  what  its  price  was.  He  had  since  re- 
ferred to  a  book  then  before  him,  and  found  that, 
al  the  period  of  the  reduction  of  tlie  duty,  coflee 
was  lower  in  price  than  it  had  been  for  years  be- 
fore; and  that,  when  the  duty  was  reduced  from 
one  shilling  to  six  pence  per  pound  on  West  India, 
and  from  two  shillings  and  six  pence  to  one  shil- 
ling and  three  pence  on  foreign  coffee,  the  effect 
oil  price  was  a  prnpnrlionate  reduction,  and  an 
increase  of  nearly  double  in  revenue.  Under  tlie 
high  -duty,  the  revenue  on  coffee  amounted  u) 
.£420,988;  and  when  that  duty  was  reduced  one 
half,  the  revenue  swelled  lo  .^21,551 — being  more 
than  double  what  it  was  under  the  high  duty. 
The  doing  away  witli  duty  on  coffee  had  predseiy 
the  same  effect  in  this  country:  previous  to  coffee 
being  made  free  in  1833,  its  piicc  was,  on  an  aver- 
age, twenty-one  cents  per  pound;  but  since  that 
period  it  could  bo  had  for  five  cents  per  pound. 
He  iKen  alluded  lo  the  article  of  sugar,  the  duty 
on  which  the  late  Mr.  Huskisson  expressed  him- 
self afraid  lo  meddle  with,  lest  he  should,  by  doing 
so,  earn  for  the  British  Government  Ihe  hostility  ' 
of  the  East  India  Companyand  Ibe  bodyofWest 
India  planters,  whose  direct  interests  would  be 
interfered  with  by  such  reduction.  The  duty  on 
sugar  remained  unchanged;  on  it  there  waa  no 
reduction,  bnl  on  Ihe  revenue  there  was  a  great 
reduction;  The  high  duties  on  sugar  limited  its 
deinand  to  such  an  extent  as  to  reduce  the  revenue 
arising  from  it  full  one  half;  while  coffee,  with  du- 
ties reduced  one  half,  returned  double  ihc  amount 
of  revenue  paid  by  it  before  the  reduction.  There 
was  one  illustration  nearer  home,  which  would 

go  far  to  show  the  improvements  effected  in  the 
ill  of  1828  by  that  of  1842.  The  latter  increased 
the  duties  on  dye-wood,  used  in  cotton  printing. 
over  one  hundred  per  cent.  This  fact  spoke  for 
iwelf.  He  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  go  into 
further  details  on  those  heads,  but  he  waa  ready 
to  do  ao  if  questioned.  When  the-bill  of  1828  waa 
tuider consideration,  the  minimum  price  of  prlineJ 
cotton  wos  put  down  to  thirty  cents  per  square 
yard,  lo  which  was  odded  a  duly  of  iwenly-fivc 
per  cent.;  this  made  it  actually  seven  and  a  half 
cents  per  yard. 

But  how  did  the  bill  of  1842  legislate  on  this 
article  ?  It  took  the  same  minimum  of  thirty  cenia 
per  square  yord,  and  then  added  thirty  per  cent. 
duty,  being  five  per  cent,  more  than  the  bill  of 
1828;  and,  by  doing  so,  raised  the  price  actually 
one  hundred  per  cent.,  inasmuch  ss  cotton  that 
cost  eight  cents  per  yard  in  1828,  only  coal  four 
cents  per  yard  in  1842.  On  the  subject  of  mar- 
kets, he  had  with  him  the  authority  of  Dr.  Frank- 
lin, who  says,  "you  cannot  find  markets  for  your 
produce,  unless  you  become  buyers  as  well  as 
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leller*."  The  present  tariff, Mr.  W.  contended, 
had  a  direct  tendency  to  Check  both  sellin'  and 
buying;  and  its  result,  if  persisted  in,  would  be  | 
to  cut  olTall  trade  with  foreign  nations;  there  was 
nothing  reciprocal  in  it,  and  itasupprtrter's  might, 
wiih  beneHlto  the  country  in  this  case,  follow  the 
example  of  England.  England  took  more  than 
one  half  of  ou  r  domestic  exports — not  merely  cot- 
ton, but  grain,  flour,  and  wheat — those  great  essen- 
tials on  which  the  prosperity  of  the  West  depends. 
He  held  an  official  table  in  his  hand,  showing  the 
amount  of  domeslic  exports  taken  by  Great  Brit- 
ain in  the  years  INS?,  1833, and  I84S,  from  which 
it  appears  (hat  the  increase  from  the  first  named 
year  to  the  last  continued  rapidly  progressing, 
in  the  year  1833,  England  and  her  dependencies 
took  from  this  country  $1,000,000  value  ofbread- 
sluiTs;  in  1833,  she  took  $3,386,(100;  and  in  1843, 
she  took  (6,500,000.  In  (he  face  of  this  fact,  was 
it  well,  he  asked,  to  say  "  foreign  countries  do 
nothing  for  us;  why  shouM  we  do  anything  for 
them?"  Here  we  nave  England  taking  from  us, 
oat  of  $9,998,000  of  breadslulTs,  more  than  two 

Mr.' HUNTINGTON  wished  to  know  if  he 
was  correct  in  understanding  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator to  My  that  England  took  two  thirds  of  the 
whole  of  our  agricultural  produce  ? 

Mr.  'WOODBURY  wos  speaking  of  bread- 
stuffs,  not  of  other  domeslic  produce;  to  those  he 
would  come  before  bis  argument  was  closed.  But 
what  he  did  say,  was,  that  England  took  more 
than  two  thirds  of  all  our  surplus  breadstufls; 
that  she  gave  a  market  to  the  West  and  center  for 
more  than  two  thirds  of  their  surplus  produce. 
The  North,  he  said,  was  interested  as  much  as 
the  Wcsi;  their  beef,  butter,  and  cheese  found 
way  to  English  and  foreign  markets;  and  from 
the  table  before  quoted,  he  showed  thot  one  half 
the  exports  under  those  heads  went  to  England 
and  her  dependencies.  The  above  might  be 
termed  the  New  England  interest.  Pork  and  lard, 
the  exportation  of  which  increased  in  a  similar 
ratio  with  articles  already  mentioned,  was  the  in- 
terest of  (he  West.  And  then,  how  did  tlic  South 
stand?  Why,  by  the  returns  of  (lie  year  1843, 
it  was  shown  that  the  State  represented  by  the 
honorable  Senator  before  him,  [Mr.  McDdffie,] 
produced  hot  only  cotton,  but  naval  stores  to  the 
amount  of  $743,339,  and  out  of  that  there  was 
exported  to  England  $617,478,  being  fully  six 
sevenths  of  the  whole.  Prom  those  he  would 
pass  to  an  article  produced  in  abundance,  and 
without  aid,  in  the  rnr-.distant  Missouri  and  Illi- 
nois. That  Article  was  hemp;  it  found  its  way 
across  the  equator,  rounded  Capes  Horn  and 
Good  Hope,  was  to  be  had  in  the  Pacific  and  in 
the  Sandwich  Islands,  and  could  he  bought  in 
China.  In  the  year  1833,  the  exportation  of  (hat 
article  amounted  lb  but  a  few  (loltars;  but  in  1643, 
there  went  from  our  ports  $90,482  worth.  But  I 
the  exports  to  foreign  countries  were  not  con-  ' 
fined  to  produce  alone;  for  the  same  document 
shows  that,  in  the  year  before  quoted,  there  was  ; 
exported  from  this  country  to  the  British  pos- 
sessions in  the  East  Indies,  manufactured  cottons 
to  the  amount  of  $144,000,  a  great  part  of  which 
went  to  clothe  a  portion  uf  the  English  troops 
then  on  service  in  the  country. 

Mr.  W.  went  onto  show  tne  benefits  accruin" 
to  the  people  of  America  from  the  exportation  of 
salt,  soap,  candles,  shoes,  boots,  winch  he  said 
were  sent  to  England  and  other  countries  in  larger 
proportions  than  were  used  at  home.  Tlie  larifi" 
of  England  be  described  as  so  rquilnbly  founded 
as  to  allow  her  people  all  the  benefits  of  foreign 
markets  wi(hou(  depriving,  by  any  miscalled  pro- 
tec(ive  system,  foreigners  from  supplying  tiiom 
and  leaving  them  a  fair  profit  for  their  goods.  On 
no  articli!  that  could  be  deemed  a  necessary  was 
there  in  England  a  higher  duly  than  twenty-five 
per  cent.,  except  on  luxuries.  Tobacco,  (or  in- 
stance, which  was  there  considered  a  luxury, was  [ 
highly  (it  might  be  raid  enormously)  taxed;  but  j 
that  waa  done  more  for  the  purpose  of  prolubit- 
ing  its  use,  than  for  the  increase  of  the  revenue.  ' 
Its  price  to  the  consumer  was  now  the  same  that 
it  was  half  a  century  ago.  If  we  were  to  legislate 
m  a  spirit  of  reciprocity,  what  effwct  would  our 
doing  so  have  on  the  article  of  wheat  ?  That  ar- 
ticle briiigg  now,  In  the  English  market,  $1  75 per 
bushel;  but  ifour  producers  wereeimblcd,  by  the 
r«mo?al  of  restrictions  inflicted  by  tlwir  own  le-  . 
gislators.to  procure  even  $1  50,  or  still  lcss$t  35  I 


per  bushel,  the  addition  to  the  growers  would  be 
immense.  The  western  and  central  Sta(es  pro- 
duce annually  five  hundred  and  thirty  million 
bushels  of  wheat;  and  if  there  wos  received  an 
additional  half  dollar  for  every  bushel,  (which 
would  be,  at  the  prices  above  quoted,)  the  gain 
to  (he  grain-growing  States  would  be  between 
three  and  four  millions  per  year. 

The  exportation  of  beef  and  pork  under  a  firec 
trade  system,  would  be  equally  profitable.  In  lieu 
of  these  advantages,  what  is  offered  by  the  sup- 
porters of  the  tariff,  and  friends  of  the  protective 
system  ?  Why,  they  offer  to  the  people  of  Amer- 
ica, as  a  general  set-off,  a  market  of  one'and  a 
Quarter  million,  instead  of  a  market  of  eight  hun- 
red  millions.  Instead  of  having  the  populatinri 
of  the  world  as  buyers,  they  offer  to  the  Ameri- 
can producer  liberty  to  supply  one  million  and  a 
quarter.  England,  compared  with  the  world,  is 
but  a  trifling  portion;  but  how  has  she  built  up 
her  producers  and  mnnu&cturers?  By  hunting 
out  markets  in  all  parts  of  the  world  ;  and  lest 
foreign  demands  should  fail,  she  formed  colonies, 
and  founded  empires  in  every  quarter  of  the  uni- 
verse— in  India,  New  Holland, and  America — and 
thus  she  furnished  markets  for  her  manufactures. 
Mr.  W.  here  read  an  extract  from  a  recently- 
published  statistical  work,  showing  the  iimount 
added  to  the  revenue  of  Great  Britain  by  the  con- 
sumption of  her  manufactures  in  the  colonics. 
The  aeriruUural  interest  of  England  mightbe  con- 
sidered, in  some  degree,  typical  of  (he  manufac- 
turing interests  here:  the  one  protected  by  the 
odious  and  execrated  corn-law,  (he  other  by  the 
almnsras  odious  tariff.  There  the  manufacturing 
consumer  of  home  produce  had  to  pay  forty  per 
cent  ;  and  paying  this,  he  was  compelled  to  save 
it  by  taking  it  from  the  wages  of  the  laborer  and 
artisan;  ond  they,  in  turn,  ground  down  for  the 
benefit  of  the  land-owners,  whose  dwelling  wns 
where  power  dwelt — in  Parliament — btfcarac  riot- 
ers and  incendiaries,  driven  to  it  by  a  law  similar 
to  (he  tariff— protective  of  the  few  at  (he  expense 
of  the  many.  He  thought  he  had  said  enough  to 
prove  the  insufficiency  of  a  home  market;  but,  if 
iio(,  he  would  say  what  could  be  proved  in  an 
instant — that  the  present  system  would  leave  an 
annual  surplus  of  one  million  produce  for  which 
no  market  could  be  found.  Was  it  a  proof  that 
the  home  market  gave  satisfaction  that  vessels 
were  lying  rotting  at  our  wharves,  and  (hat  our 
farmers  and  merchants  were  almost  stimulated 
into  insurrection  ?  He  asked  the  attention  of  the 
Senate  to  two  or  three  calculations.  Iron,  an  ar- 
ticle in  universal  use,  might  be  reckoned  on  at 
twenty-five  pounds  per  head.  Say  that  iH*  prtipu- 
lation  of  the  country  amounts  to  twenty  millions; 
(hen  (he  increased  duty  of  three  cents  per  pound 
will  take  fi-om  (he  pockc(s  of  (he  producer  and 
consumer  $15,000,(XK),  being  two  thirds  of  the 
whole  revenue  of  the  United  States.  Allow  four- 
icen  pounds  of  sugar  to  each  person  per  year; 
that'  will  give  (wo  hundred  and  eighty  million 
pounds;  which,  at  a  duty  of  two  and  n  half  cents 
per  pound,  amounts  to  $7,000,000,  or  one  third  of 
the  whole  revenue.  Salt  (that  great  and  essential 
necessary,  which  (ax-ridden  England,  as  she  is 
called,  gives  free  to  her  people)  pays  a  duly  of  | 
eight  cents,  which,  at  the  same  calculation,  gives 
$1,500,000.  He  then  referred  lo  the  State  of  New  i 
Hampshire,  where  the' annual  duty  on  irt)n  was  ! 
$325,000,  bi'in"  more  than  four  times  (he  amount 
of  the  whole  State  tax;  duty  on  su^ar,  doi|l)lc; 
and  the  duty  on  salt  one  half'^theStnie  lax;  those 
three  articles  alone  paying  more  than  seven  times 
the  amoun(  of  the  en(ire  State  tax;  and  this  wak 
occasioned  all,  not  by  a  legitimate  or  equitable, 
buta  forced  hot-bod  aystemof  protection  to  manu- 
factures. A  farmer  offers  (o  one  of  the  favored 
(fe'w — a  protected  manuracturer — a  bushel  of  wheat 
for  one  dollar;  (he  m'onufncturer  replies,  "  I  will 
allow  you  n  dollar  for  your  bu.sh<'l  of  wliraf,but 
you  require  an  article  of  Birmiiigimm  or  Sheffield 
mnnuraciurcihat  you  cannot  get;  buti  will  manu- 
facture a  similnrariicic,  equally  as  good,  for  Which 
you  must  nay  me,  in  addition  to  your  wheat, 
forty  cents  — thus  charging  (he  farmer  $1  40. 
But,  if  (he  farmer  sends  his  wheat  to  England,  he 
sells  it  there,  after  nil  expenses,  at  least  lor$l  35, 
and  gets  what  (he  American  manufacturer  would 
charge  him  $1  40  fur,  for  one  dollar.  Thus,  in- 
stead of  losing  forty  cents,  he  gains  (wenty-fivc 
cents;  making  to  him  a  difference  of  sixty-five, 
cents  on  one  article. 


Mr.  W.  then  went  on  to  show  that  the  manu- 
facturing interest  itself  was  injured  by  (he  oper- 
ations of  the  present  sys(cm,  and  illu3tra(ed  the 
fact  by  showing  (hat  the  additional  duty  on  hemp 
was,  in  the  expenditure  of  ship-building,  equiva- 
lent to  five  dollars  per  ton.  Thus,  in  building  a 
ship  of  three  hundred  tons,  (his  duty  occasioned 
nn  increase  of  outlay  of  $1,500.  This  $1,500 
fell  on  the  owner,  and  he  consequently  could  not 
carry  as  cheap  as  if  the  duty  on  hemp  had  not 
increased  to  such  amount  the  expense  of  build- 
ing. He  cannot,  with  high  freights,  compete 
with  the  foreign  ship-owner,  who  pays  no  sach 
duly.  What,  then,  IS  the  operation  of'^(he  Amer- 
ican sys(em?  It  encourages  the  foreigner,  who 
pays  no  duty  on  hemp, iron,  or  cordage, and  who 
can  take  freight  nt  the  old  prices;  while  the  Amer- 
can  navigator,  owing  to  those  heavy  duties,  can- 
not compete  with  him?  It  has  been  advanced 
that  our  internal  navigAdon  increases,  but  the 
high  duties  must  affect  it,  as  well  as  the  other 
branch.  The  same  facta  apply  to  both.  By  the 
above  calculation,  a  mercantile  navy  of  two  mil- 
lion tons  burden  would  be  liable  lo  a  duty  of 
$10,000,(X)0;  and  supposing  that  navy  renewed 
every  five  years,  the  cost  would  be  to  the  owners 
$3,000,000  per  year.  This  navy,  he  contended', 
had  no{  grown  up  by  carrying  our  own,  but  for- 
eign produce;  and  if  the  present  system  was  to 
continue,  it  could  compete  no  longer  with  foreign 
shipping.  Much  had  been  said  about  foreign 
vessels  crowding  ourportsnnd  harbors;  but  how 
was  it  before  the  tariff?  American  ships  then 
brought  home  seven  eighths  of  our  imports,  and 
took  out  three  fourths  of  our  exports.  'When 
th£  honorable  Senator  from  Maine  said  our  com- 
mereial  navigation  had  increased,  he  should  have 
added  that  our  ships  were  employed,  on  home- 
ward voyages,  in  carrying  ballast,  or  fi-eiglits  at 
so  low  a  rate  as  to  justify  their  owners  in  saying 
they  worked  for  nothing. 

Mr.  EVANS  said  he  did  not  speak  of  nn  in- 
crease of  navigation;. what  he  stated  was,  that 
inward  froishts  had  risen  thirty  per  cent. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  would  tell  the  honorable 
Senator  that  freights  from  Liverpool  that  were 
from  thirty  to  fifty  shillings  sterling  perton,  were 
now  reduced  to  eight  shillings  per  ion. 

Mr.  EVANS.  When  were  freights  from  Liv- 
erpool at  fifty  shillings  per  ton  ? 

Mr.  WOODBURY.  Some  years  ago.  He  then 
proceeded  to  show  the  advontoges  our  shipping 
enjoyed  wheniakingnroduce — fish, oil, &e — from 
this  country  to  the  West  Indies,  Were  freighted 
thence  to  (he  north  of  Europe,  whence  they  re- 
turned with  iron,  hemp,  &c.,  (o  their  home  pons. 

He  showed  that*  We  had  no  records  of  the 
amount  of  carrying  trade,  In  reladoii  to  this  coun- 
try, carried  on  by  the  navigation  of  the  Hanse- 
Towns  and  Sweden. 

He  hoped  the  Senate  woUld  excuse  him  if  he 
spoke  more  strongly  on  the  subject  of  our  navi- 
gation in(crests  than  on  any  other;  but  it  would 
be  recollected  (hat  this  was  a  subject  in  wBicli  his 
Sloto  wns  deeply  interested.  A  large  portion  of 
the  business  and  interests  of  that  Slate  was  on  the 
ocean.  The  people  of  New  Hampshire  ore  pa- 
triotic, energetic,  and  enterprising;  they  had  shed 
their  blood  in  defense  of  the  country  during  the 
late  war.  They  did  not  now  want  their  interests 
to  be  prostratea;  all  they  expected  wns  equality 
of  legislation.  An  open  sea,  flowing  sail,  and  n 
fSiir  fight,  Wns  all  they  ever  asked.  They  expect 
(keir  industry  to  be  as  much  regarded  as  the  in- 
dustry of  any  other  section  of  the  Union;  but  they 
did  not  want  it  to  be  oppressed  as  it  was  by  this 
tariff  net.  And,  to  show  its  oppression  on  the 
navigatinz  interests  of  that  State,  he  would  advert 
to  (he  elfe'cts  of  the  act  of  1843  on  the  town  in 
which  he  himself  resided.  It  is  a  town  of  about 
seven  thousand  inhabiionts.  They  hove,  in  for- 
eign commeree,  about  fifteen  thousand  tons  of 
shipping.  The  excessive  duty  of  the  tariff  act  on 
iron,  cordage,  sail-cloth,  &c.,  used  in  the  con- 
struction ol'lheir  vessels,  amounts  to  five  dollars 
per  (on.  This',  on  (heirtonna^e,  makes $75,000; 
and,  taking  five  years  from  the  renewal  of  ves- 
sels, the  (ax  amoun(s  (o  $15,000  annuiilly.  This 
is  over  two  dollars  per  head  on  the  whole  popu- 
lation— more  (ban  the  combined  loxation  of  the 
State  and  General  Governments  in  all  other  re- 
spects. 

Now,  he  asked,  did  England  pursue  such  apor- 
tial  system  of  legislation  as  this  ?    It  was  beside 
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the  question  to  apenk  of  the  navigation  acw  of 
England,  for  she  had  abandoned  them  long  since, 
and  taken  the  wiser  course  of  establishing  reci- 
procity treaties  and  treaties  of  commerce.  How 
does  she  treat  her  shippins  interests?  She  allows 
them logettheirlimber and  materialsfrce  ofduly; 
and  we  benefit  in  some  measure  by  that,  as  is 
fell  by  those  who  dwell  along  the  border  of  her 
territory  adjoining  us.  She  taxes  hemp  only 
twenty  four  cents  per  hundred  weight;  we  lax  it 
two  hundred  per  cent.  .  TSe  dissimilarity  is  as 
great  on  duck,  cordage,  &c. 

The  Senator  from  iMainc  says,  our  domestic 
navigation  gains  vastly  byour  having  home  man- 
ufactures. Certainly  not  by  being  taxed  five  dol- 
lars per  ton  on  its  tonnage  for  the  benefit  of  the 
manufacturers;  for  the  tax  if  the  same  in  respect 
to  building  vessels  for  internal  navigation  as  for 
the  building  shipping  for  external  navigation. 
They  cannot  carry  as  cheap  as  without  this  Wx; 
so  that  it  is  either  a  positive  injury  to  those  who 
carry,  or  to  those  who  consume;  the  tax  falls 
upon  either  or  both.  And  does  the'internal  nav- 
igation get  more  to  carry  by  domestic  manufac- 
tures than  by  imported' goods?  it  was  worth 
while  to  examine  into  this  matter;  for  the  assump- 
tion that  this  act  increases  internal  commerceisa 
great  fallacy.  In  the  first  place,  domestic  navi- 
gation suffers  just  as  much  by.  the  taxation  im- 
fosed  by  the  tariff  act  as  our  external  navigation, 
n  the  next  place,  it  gains  nothing  whatever  by 
the  change  in  the  home  market.  Take,  for  in- 
stance, the  coasting  trade  from  New  Orleans  to 
Boston.  If  no  tariff  act  existed,  acoasting  vessel 
wottid  carry  a  bale  of  cotton  from  New  Orleans 
to  Boston,  and  put  it  on  board  a  foreign  vessel 
there  to  be  carried  to  Europe.  Her  freight  back 
would  be  imported  goods.  Now,  under  the  home 
manufacturiiigsygiem,  what  more  would  this  ves- 
sel have  to  do?  It  would  still  carry  the  bale  of 
cotton  to  Boston,  and  carry  back  the  home-made 
goods.  But  would  it,  in  the  year,  carry  as  much 
of  either  as  before?  Certainly  not;  because  the 
home  manufacturer  docs  not  work  upon-so  large 
a  scale  as  the  foreign  manufiKturcr;  and  besides, 
the  carrying  will  be  growing  shorter,  as  lo  dis- 
tance, as  the  home  manufacturers  spread  them- 
selves more  southerly  than  Boston.  When  man- 
ufacturers gel  to  the  Alleghaniesor  beyond  them, 
there  will  not  be  much  more  than  half  the  distance 
for  ll^p  carryi  ng  trade  that  there  would  be  to  Provi  - 
dence  or  Boston,  for  shipping  thence  to  Europe. 
Thus,  the  freights  of  internal  navigation  must 
suffer  in  two  waysi  first,  by  being  taxed  five  dol- 
lars per  ton  on  tliccflpilal  invested  in  vessels;  and 
next,  by  the  distance  of  carriage  being  curtailed. 
Then,  bow  does  ila6t  on  the  foreign  commerce 
of  this  country  ?  Does  not  our  navigating  inter- 
est suffer  by  losing  the  carrying  trade  it  would 
have  from  Boston,  New  York,  Providence,  and 
other  ports,  in  transferring  the  raw  material  from 
•this  country  to  the  foreign  market?  All  that 
would  be  entirely  cut  off,  so  far  as  the  home  mar- 
ket could  cut  it  off. 

The  great  boast  and  glory  of  England  is,  that 
she  has  her  shipping  i^iiercst  spread  all  over  the 
glol>e,even  to  possessions  on  wliich  the  sun  never 
set|.  Her  productions  are  thi|s  Acnl  to  all  the 
countries  in  the  world.  Her  commercial  marine 
is  the  nursery  from  which  the  chief  arm  of  her 
power  is  supplied  with  its  strength  and  vigor.  Are 
we  to  be  compelled,  by  partial  legislation,  to  neg- 
lect such  an  obvious  source  of  national  strengili, 
when  it  is  so  palpably  our  best  policy  to  encour- 
age our  niuritime  States  to  accustom  their  people 
to  that  elcmcul  which  their  circumstances  of  po- 
sition and  natural  advantages  invite  them  lo  direct 
their  attention  to?  Is  not  a  blow  struck  at  our 
navigation  more  disaslroua  inn  national  point  of 
view  than  protection  to  manufacturers  is  benefi- 
cial in  a  national  point  of  view?  Mr.  W.  went 
into  details  with  respect  lo  navigation  and  ton- 
nage to  show  the  evil  effects  of  the  act  of  1842  in 
regard  lo  our  shipping  interests.  He  also  went 
at  large  into  the  stiltiiitics  of  our  fisheries,  show- 
ing thai  the  lax  of  five  dollars  per  ton  on  the  cap- 
ital invested  in  vessels  engaged  in  (he  fishing  bus- 
iness, must  ultimately  render  it  impossible  for 
them  to  compete  with  foreign  vcsacla. 

He  then  took  a  review  of  the  protective  policy; 
considering  it  as  a  forced,  hot-bed  system,  unnat- 
ural in  its  growth,  and  incapable  of  healthy  ex- 
istence. He  went  back  to  iu  origin  in  1616,  and 
showed  that  all  Mr.  Dallas  then  contemplated, 


was  protection  for  a  few  years;  just  to  give  par- 
ticular branches  of  manufactures  a  siart,  under 
the  supposition  that  they  would  then  be  able  to 
maintain  themselves  without  any  support  from 
the  Government.  Rut  the  whole  system  being 
wrong,  (being  founded  on  the  mistake  that  in- 
dustry could  uc  forced  to  succeed  under  circum- 
stances not  naturally  leading  to  these  channels,) 
ended  in  disappointment.  At  the  close  of  the 
prescribed  time  of  protection,  the  manufacturers 
were  found  more  clamorous  than  ever  for  support 
and  protection.  Their  memorials  stated  that  they 
were  ruined  by  competition,  and  would  be  de- 
stroyed if  not  permanently  and  effectually  pro- 
tected." Hence  came  the  high  tariffs  of  1824  and 
18SJ8.  They  never  have  been  any  better  off,  and 
never  will  be,  under  a  forced  system  of  stimula- 
tion. Even  now,  the  stimulus  to  over  production 
keeps  a  surplus  on  hand,  and  it  goes  on  increas- 
ing with  a  tendency  to  break  them  down.  This 
forced  and  unnatural  system  had  broken  up  the 
healthy,  homely  mnnufactures,  in  every  family — 
a  species  of  manufactures  so  highly  prized  and 

E raised  by  Mr.  Jefferson;  and  substituted  what 
>r.  Franklin  denounced  as  injurious  to  any  coun- 
try— a  diversion  ot  its  labor  from  natural  chan- 
nels into  unnatural  channels.  These  statesmen 
had  the  sagacity  to  see  that  no  manufactures  could 
be  sound,  healthy,  or  permanently  prosperous, 
that  did  not  grow  up  naturally  with  the  wants  of 
the  country;  waiting  rather  lo  be  called  for,  than 
stepping  in  advance  of  the  demand  by  forced 
marches. 

There  was  a  view  of  this  subject,  with  regard 
to  partial  legislation,  to  which  lie  wished  4o  call 
the  attention  of  the  Senate.  It  was  this:  the  ship- 
ping interests  of  this  country,  at  a  very  moderate 
calculation,  might  be  taken  to  extend  to  seventy 
or  eighty  thousand  persons.  He  believed  the 
manufacturing  interest  extended  to  a  like  num- 
ber. Now,  he  would  aak,  was  it  proper  so  to 
legislate  oa  to  throw  a  heavy  burden  aiH>  a  de- 
structive tax  on  eighty  thousand  persons  engaged 
in  navigation,  for  the  special  benefit  and  aggran- 
dizement of  eighty  thousand  manufacturers.  An- 
other view  of  this  subject  was,  that  these  eighty 
thousand  manufacturers,  if  all  congregated  to- 
gether, would  hardly  be  enough  lo  fill  one  county 
in  any  of  the  large  States;  and  he  would  ask, 
what  sort  of  legisfation  it  was  to  compel  all  the 
rest  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  to  con- 
tribute their  means  for  the  exclusive  support  and 
aggrandizement  of  the  people  of  one  single  coun- 
ty? In  any  point  of  view  in  which  it  could  be 
placed,  so  that  the  truth  could  be  distinctly  dis- 
covered) it  was  monstrous. 

How  much  better  would  it  be  to  let  manufac- 
turers and  every  other  branch  of  industry  relir 
on  their  native  energies  ?  If  they  then  Sourtsheil, 
there  prosperity  would  be  permanent.  If  they 
could  not  do  as  well  as  others,  it  would  be  proof 
they  were  not  wanted  by  ihe  community,  and 
they  would  soon  find  channels  of  industry  in 
which  there  would  be  ample  room  and  encour- 
agement for  their  labor. 

There  could  hardly  now  b«  a  doubt  that  if,  in- 
stead of  this  forced  system  being  adopted,  there 
Itad  been  no  interference  of  Qoverninent,  in  the 
natural  course  of  events,  manufactories  would 
have  sprung  up  of  themselves,  and  gradually  ad- 
vanced; keeping  up  with  the  wants  of  the  com- 
munity, till  they  would  have  attained  a  healthy 
maturity,  and  taken  a  permanent  standing  among 
the  other  branches  of  industry,  proportionate  lo 
them,  and  no  more  requiring  peculiar  protection 
than  they  did. 

He  pledged  his  honor  as  an  individual,  and  his 
judgment  us  a  Senator,  that  it  was  his  sincere  and 
firm  coiiviciion  that  New  England  would  at  this 
moment  be  immeasurably  belter  off  than  she  is, 
if  this  unnatural,  forced,  protective  system,  had 
never  been  adopted.  Instead  of  her  industry  be- 
ing diverted  lo  channels  that  cannot  exist  but  in 
the  hol-bedof  protection,  il  would  have  been  ex- 
ercised on  the  natural  advantages  she  so  largely 
possessed;  every  hill  and  vale  would  be  peopled 
and  cultivated  to  perfection;  her  commercial  re- 
lations would  have  been  more  assidiously  pur- 
sued, and  her  whole  condition  woukl  be  that  of 
flourishing  independence,  instead  of  a  feverish 
dependence  upon  partial  legislation. 

Had  not  every  other  branch  of  American  in- 
dustry the  same  right  that  manufacturers  insisted 
upon,  of  coming  to  Congress  and  claiming  pro- 


tection ?  Why  not  give  it  to  the  growers  of  pine- 
apples and  grapes,  as  well  as  to  them?  Why  not 
give  it  to  every  individual  branch  of  industry? 
And  if  you  did — if  all  possessed  it  equally — what 
would  il-nmnunlto?  That  it  would,  at  last,  be 
much  belter  to  have  no  protection  at  all;  to  lit 
industry  seek  its  own  prosperity  in  its  own  way, 
without  parti.ll  legislation  to  stimulate  it. 

Look  at  the  hot-bed  system  of  manufactures. 
See  the  laborers  cooped  up  in  an  unnatural  and. 
heated  atmosphere.  Is  there  anytliin'  healthy 
about  it?  Do  they  not  want  and  sigh  for  the 
moujitain  breeze,  the  bracing  atmosphere,  and 
the  physical  enjoyment  of  more  congenial  pur- 
suits? Do  llicy  not,  when  they  can,  give  up  the 
unnatural  system,  and  revert  to  rural  pursuits, 
and  sources  of  industry  more  natural  ? 

It  is  thought  that  avarice  has  soraeUiing  to  do 
with  this  perversion  of  man's  nature.  The  earn- 
ings of  manufacturers  had  been  stated  ot  $150 
per  head,  while  those  .of  the  community  at  large 
were  under  fifty-two  dollars. 

Mr.  EVANS  denied  that  he  had  stated  the 
earnings  nf  mnnnfnciurers  to  be  $150  each. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  said  it  had  been  stated;  and 
probably  was  the  fact.  If  so,  was  il  not  more 
than  one  hundred  per  cent,  over  the  ordinary 
earnings  of  other  branches  of  industry  ?  In  his 
own  Stale,  (New  Hampshire,)  those  engaged  in 
navigation  did  not  average  more  than  eighty 
dolltirs  per  head. 

Mr.  EVANS  observed  that  in  speaking  of 
manufacturera,  a  deduction  for  the  interest  of 
capital  invested  should  be  taken  into  arxounU 

Mr.  WOODBURY  did  not  care  which  horn  of 
the  dilemma  the  gentleman  took.  If  manufac- 
turera earned  one  hundred  per  cent.,  or  fifty  per 
cent.j  more  than  their  neighbors,  in  consequence 
of  protective  nets  nf  legislation,  it  was  an  evidence 
of  partiality  and  injustice  that  ought  not  lo  cxiiu 
If,  in  spite  of  this  oppressive  partiality,  they  did. 
not  earn  as  much  as  their  neighbors,  il  was  sn 
evidence  lljal  ihey  were  misapjllying  their  labor, 
to  the  injury  of  ineir  neighbors,  as  well  as  to  ihe 
disadvantage  of  themselves;  and  that,  therefure, 
they  ought  to  abandon  such  employments. 

Mr.  W.  next  reviewed  the  statements  of  the 
Senator  from  Maine,  in  relation  to  the  statistical 
tables  of  England ,  which  he  quoted ,  showing  that 
the  labor  performed  for  that  country  by  machin- 
ery was  equal  to  tlie  labor  nf  nine  or  ten  million 
men.  Now,  this  was  an  advantage  only  of  a 
temporary  nature;  for  very  soon  all  llieir  iroprove- 
ments  in  machinery  became  known,  and  were  ' 
adopted  by  otlier  countries;  and  it  was  probable, 
at  this  moment,  tliero  was  machinery  employed 
in  manufacturing,  in  various  countries,  amount- 
ing to  the  labor  of  fifty  million  men.  These  im- 
provements were  open  to  this  country,  ss  well  u' 
to  any  other.  As  long  as  England  could  keep 
ahead  of  other  countries  in  such  inventions,  she 
would  have  tlie  chief  supply  of  the  markets  of 
consumption;  but  to  attempt  counteracting  her 
by  legislative  prohibitions  was  not  the  way  to 
rival  her,  in  contesting  for  the  possession  of  her 
markets. 

He  was  ready  to  go  ay  far  as  Dr.  Franklin  for 
political  independence.  It  was  in  vain  In  talk  of 
other  independence  in  relation  to  foreign  nations. 
The  condition  of  man  was  that  of  mutual  depend- 
ence. Foreign  countries  are  as  much  dependent 
on  our  labor  as  we  are  on  theirs.  The  advantages 
of  foreign  commerce  and  interchanges  are  recip- 
rocal. Were  the  advocates  of  the  protective  sys- 
tem less  dependent  on  foreign  countries  than 
others  ?  Did  they  not  depend  on  foreign  labor  to 
supply  the  manufacturera  with  the  materials  lo 
be  manufactured  ?  Everything  imported  fur  use 
in  manufactures  contained  the  elements  of  de- 
pendency on  foreign  labor.  Mr.  W.  went  into 
many  details  in  proof  of  this;  snd  then  concluded 
by  invoking  gentlemen  lo  read  and  ponder  upon 
that  sacred  legacy  alluded  to  by  the  Senator  from 
Maine — the  Farewell  Address  of  the  great  fstber 
of  our  country,  Washington.  It  would  be  found, 
from*  a  careful  perusal  of  it,  that  those  who  sro 
pursuing  this  protective  system  are  engaged  ins 
course  that  must  inevitably  lead  to  the  evil  con- 
sequences against  which  that  great  roan  raised 
his  warning  voice.  The  tendency  of  this  system 
is  to  dissolve  this  glorious  Union;  to  break  up  tne 
great  compromise  by  which  all  wore  linked  to- 
gether; to  unite  with  those  fanatics  whose  infec- 
tion had  so  far  gained  upon  sovereign  Stales  as 
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to  induce  one  to  «end  a  memorial 
the  effect  of  which,  if  eounten&ncedj 
disruption  of  all  bonds  of  compact 
can  lead  to  nothing  bulsenatation, 
torch  of  conda^cration  to  toe  nationi 
producing  an  era  of  unparalleled  anarcl 
poKc  of  historv. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  next  obtained  the  Boor, 
and  intimated  a  desire  that  the  debate  should  be 
4>oatponcd  till  Monday. 

The  CHAIR  said  that  motion  coald  not  be  en- 
tertained; but  the  Mbjcet  could  be  passed  over 
informally,  or  laid  on  the  table,  to  be  called  up 
again  at  anr  time. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  assented  to  the  latter 
•uggeation  of  the  Chair;  and  the  subject  was,  on 
bis  motion,  laid  on  the  table. 

Ob  motion  of  Mr.  BERRIEN,  the  Senate  went 
into  ezeeative  session,  and  soon  after  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tbokwat,  FctrtMry  8,  i844. 

The  Journal  haring  been  read. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  that  tbe  (rat  busi- 
neaa  before  the  House  was  the  report  of  tlic  Com- 
mittee of  Elections;  on  which  stibject  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  [Mr.  BBAaptutr]  bad  the 
Hoot. 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY  addressed  the  House  in 
favor  of  the  report,  and  argued  against  the  con- 
stitutionality as  -well  as  the  expediency  of  the 
b-wr  of  the  last  session  for  districting  the  Stales, 
which  formed  th'e  subject  of  discussion. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  coneunred  ftilly 
with  the  gentleman  from  AlalAmm  who  addressed 
the  House  yesterday,  that  this  question  was  one 
of  peramonnt  importance,  and  lit  at  it  rose  supe- 
rior to  all  party  questions.  He  then  proceeded 
to  notice  the  constitutional  provisions  in  relation 
to  the  representation  of  States  in  Congress,  the 
power  of  the  StiMea  to- prescribe  the  manner  of 
talcing  the  election,  and  the  peraons  who  were  to 
exercise  (he  elective  franchise.  He  then  inquired 
whether  tbe  people  of  New  Hampshire,  Georgia, 
Missouri,  and  Mississippi,  had  chosen  persons 
to  represent  them  nn  this  floor.  That  they  had 
done  so,  was  not  denied;  and  that  they  had  done 
•o  in  conformity  with  Slate  laws,  was  net  de- 
nied; nor  was  it  denied  that  the  peraons  so  elected 
possessed  the  qualifications  of  age,  residence ,4be. , 
prescribed  by  tlie  Constitution. 

Was  it  not  true  that  ihe  people  did  fairly  and 
honestly,  as  far  as  Ibis  House  was  advised,  pro- 
ceed to  select  from  among  themselves  persons 
possessed  of  the  requisite  qualifications  prescribed 
by  the  Constitution }  The  principle  was  laid 
down  in  (he  Constitution,  that  each  State  should 
hove  ita  representation  in  Congress;and  the  duty 
devolved  upon  Congress  to  prescribe  the  number, 
nnder  certain  re8trictions,of  which  that  represent- 
ation shall  consist,  in  1643,  an  act  was  passed  by 
Congress,  declaring  how  many  Representatives 
each  State  should  be  entitled  to  upon  this  floor. 
The  Slates  of  New  Hampshire,  Georgia,  Mis- 
souri, and  Mississippi,  had  chosen  tbe  number 
of  Kepresentatives  to  which  they  were  eqtitled 
tinder  that  law — men  possessing  all  the  requisite 
inialifications  of  Reprraentalives.  Then  what  was 
the  objection  which  was  raised  against  the  right 
of  thoae  Representatives  to  their  seats  upon  ihls 
floor?  In  opposition  to  their  right,  the  second 
section  of  the  apportionment  law  of  1849  was 
brought  forward,  which  declares  that  Representa- 
tives khall  be  elected  by  district*.  And  how  was 
it  contended  tbaf  Conrrcss  had  the  right  to  enact 
such  a  provision,  and  to  eompel  the  sovereiga 
States  or  the  Union  to  obr^  it  >  He  was  aware 
of  the  provision  of  (he  Constitution  which  was 
relied  on  to  sustain  thispoweron  Ihe  part  of  Con- 
gress. The  fowtb  seetien  of  the  first'  srticle 
elates,  that  **  the  times,  places,  and  manner  of 
hoMing elections  (oT'Senaton  and  Representatives 
siiall  be  prescribed  in  each  State  by  the  Legisla- 
tore  thereof;  but  Ihe  Congress  majr  at  any  time, 
by  law,  malie  or  «her  such  regulations,  except  as 
to  the  places  of  choosing  Senatera."  This  was 
relied  upon  as  furnishingto  Congress  Ihe  author- 
ity for  pusing  tlie  act  they  did,  or  rather  the  sec- 
cond  section  of  that  act.  How  did  this  provision 
find  its  way  into  the  Constitution  i  Was  it  in- 
troduced and  placed  there  as  an  original  and  sub- 
stantive power  of  itself?  No;  it  had  been  intro- 
duced dearly  and  evidently  in  order  that  the 


people  might  be  able  to  comply  with  and  follow 
up  the  provisions  of  the  second  section  of  the  firat 
article  of  the  Consiitution;  because,  take  from  the 
Consiiluiinn  the  first  provision  upon  this  sub- 
ject—namely, the  second  section — and  the  fourth 
section  would  be  worse  than  a  nullity.  It  would 
have  been  absurd  to  incorporate  the  latter  provis- 
ion without  the  first.  Why- was  the  power  con- 
ferred upon  the  Legislatures  of  the  States  of  pre- 
scribing the  time,  places,  and  manner  of  holding 
the  elections?  It  was  because  they  were  pre- 
sumed to  be  better  acquainted  with  the  condi- 
tion of  the  people,  and  to  underatand  better  their 
sentiments  and  wishes  and  feelings  upon  the 
subject.  And  in  the  second  place,  why  was  the 
power  conferred  upon  Congress  to  make  or  alter 
audi  regulations  ?  It  was  that,  in  case  the  State 
Legiatatures  should  fail,  refuse,  neglect,  or  were 
prevented  by  any  circumstances  over  which  they 
had  no  control,  to  prescribe  the  times,  places,  and 
manner  of  holding  the  elections.  Congress  should 
do  it  for  them,  in  order  that  the  Government 
should  not  be  brought  to  aclose,  but  should  have 
within  itself  the  power  of  perpetuation,  so  far  as 
the  eleeiioDS'were  concerned. 

But  did  tbe  provisions  of  this  fourth  section  of 
the  Csnstitution  confer  upon  Congress  the  power 
to  district  tlie  States,  and  to  say  that  Repi-esent- 
ativcs. shall  be  elected  from  separate  districts? 
He  costended  that  it  did  not,  because  it  would  be 
in  opfosiiion  in  ihe  second  section,  which  dc- 
deresthat  the  Representatives  shall  lie  chosen  by 
the  pctpic,  and  not  by  a  portion  of  the  people,  of 
a  State^iiot  by  a  few,  but  by  the  whole  people. 
The  fndrih  section  of  the  Const itutitfn  would  ap- 
ply a9  tvll  to  the  election  of  Senatora  as  to  the 
eteciioiiDr  Represeiiialives  in  Congress,  inevery 
pariicular,  snvc  ns  to  the  places  of  holding  the 
elections,  Was  there  a  gentlvman  upon  that  floor 
who  wo4d  take  the  ground  thai  Conj^rt'sn  has 
the  ria^htiD  say  that  a  State  shall  be  laid  off  into 
two  disiricts,  and  one  Senator  be  chosen  from 
eoeh  ?  Ht  thnnght  not.  He  might  be  told  that 
another  pnvlsion  in  the  Constitution  ^ve  to  tlie 
LegislalurtB  tbe  right  of  choosing  SriiatorS;  but 
the  people  Were  above  oil  powers  in  the  country.  I 
He  'might  kc  chnrsed  with  speaking  for  Dun- 
combe, .whllli,  ns  he  uiidrrsiood  the  meaning  of 
that  rant  itvin,  meant  speaking  for  the  people. 
In  this  scnsp,  he  did  profess  to  speak  for  Bun- 
combe; and  be  trusted  ibat,  while  he  should  be 
honored  withn  seat  in  that  House,  not  only  his 
speaking,  but  his  votes,  should  be  for  (he  people 
or  the  countly;  and  he  thought  if  they  all  acted 
and  spoke  laere  for  Buncombe,  there  would  lie 
less  jarring  aod  disscnsiou  than  there  wa«  on  that 
floor. 

Here,  then,  (to  return  to  the  question,)  was 
the  authority  of  the  Constitution  on  the  one  side, 
and-thfe  seeond'seclion  of  the  apportionment  law 
on  the  other,  in  opposition  to  each  other.  It  was 
impossible  that  both  could  stand.  The  House 
was  brought  lo  this  alternative — that  either  the 
Constitution  most  yieW,  or  else  the  second  section 
of  this  act  of  (Jonsress  must  give  way,  and  be- 
come a  nullity.  No  one  could  doubt  that  this 
was  tlie  quesiioB;  and  he  would  ask,  having  all, 
beforetnking  theirseots,  sworn  to  support  the  Con- 
stitution,could  there  be  any  hesitation  as  to  which 
should  yiekl  ?  As  far  as  he  was  concerned ,  he 
had  no  hesitation;  and,  believing  that  the  mem- 
ben  of  tbe  four  Slates  had  been  elected  according 
to  the  Constitmioti  which  he  bad  sworn  to  sup- 
port, as  far  as  hi*  vote  would  go  they  should  re- 
lain  their  seats. 

Mr.  C.  B.  SMITH  observed  that  he  had  not 
the  vanity  to  suppose,  afler  the  very  able  speeches 
that  had  been  delivered  on  this  question,  that  it 
would  be  in  his  power  to  throw  any  new  light  on 
the  sobject,  or  to  ofibr  any  additional  arguments 
to  those  that  had  been  already  advanced.  He 
regarded  this  as  the  most  important  question  of 
the  present  session;  and  knowing  that  the  people 
he  represent^  felt  d  deep  interest  in  it,  he  con- 
sidered it  ills  duty  to  pre'sent  his  views  on  the 
anestion  involved,  h  had  been  welt  remarked, 
latwhen  this  House  was  sitting  in  juilgment  on 
questions  arising  under  the  Constitution,  they 
should  lay  aside  all  party  feelings  and  consider 
them  calmly  and  dehberately,  and  in  a  spirit  of 
fairness  ana  candor.  It  was  in  that  spirit  that  he 
now  desired  to  address  the  House;  and  in  doing 
so,  he  would  be  as  brief  as  possible.  It  had  been 
said  that  this  was  a  party  question,  under  which 


the  leaders  were  to  rally  their  forces  and  support 
the  interests  of  their  respective  parlies;  but  he 
thought  that  they  should  be  influenced  by  higher 
and  nobler  views,  and  consider  the  quejitioii  in 
reference  only  to  the  great  interests  of  the  coun- 
try. This  was  the  fire(  time  in  the  history  of  the 
Government  that  an  aitcinpl  had  been  made  by 
Congress  to  exercise  the  power  given  to  it  by  the 
Constitution,  in  reference  to  the  election  of  Rep- 
resentatives in  this  body;  and  it  was  the  first  time, 
within  his  knowledge,  that  the  House  hod  ever 
sat  for  the  purpose  of  deciding  on  the  constitu- 
tionality of  a  law  of  Congress.  He  was  awore 
that  the  law  had  been  the  subject  of  great  nbuje 
throughout  the  country,  and  that  the  Congress 
that  passed  it  had  received  its  shore  of  opprobri- 
um', and  had  been  denominated  a  "  Coon  Con- 
gress;" which  sat  here  to  advance  the  interests  o( 
a  party  rather  than  those  of  tbe  nation.  He  did 
not  stand  up  here  to  eulogize  or  defend  that  Con- 
gress; and  would  leave  them  to  the  people,  on 
whose  verdict  they  must  be  acquitted  or  con- 
demned; but  in  regard  to  the  constilutionnlity  of 
the  law  which  was  the  subject  of  discussion,  he 
must  say  that,  in  his  belief,  no  Congress  ever 
adopted  a  measure  more  wise,  more  just,  or  better 
calculated  to  advance  the  great  interests  of  the 
country,  than  this,  or  more  strictly  within  its  con- 
stitutional powcra.  It  was  not  now  necessary  to 
discuss  the  expediency  of  the-  measqre,  but  if  it 
was,  he  could  offer  abundance  of  ar^ments  in 
favor  of  it.  But,  expedient  or  inexpedient,  it  was 
enough  to  say  that  Congress  had  passed  the  law; 
and,  as  a  law-abiding  people,  they  were  bound  to 
obey  it,  unless  it  could  be  shown  to  be  uneonsti- 
tutionat. 

A  good  deal  had  been  said  in  reference  to  the 
views  entertained  on  this  subject  at  the  time  of 
Ihe  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  and  a  good  deal 
said  iibnut  cntemporaiieous  opinions  uf  distin- 
giiiKhed  sintesmen  at  the  lime.  But  it  was  re- 
marknble  thatlhey  had  not  heord  a  word  to  show 
that  a  simple  one  of  the  statesmen  of  that  day 
held  opinions  in  opposition  to  the  constitutional 
iiutliority  of  Congress  to  exereise  this  power. 
Mniiy  of  them  expressed  the  opinion  tliat  it  was 
a  dangerous  power,  and  that  Congress  should 
forbear  to  exercise  it;  but  not  one  of  them  ex-  ' 
pressed  the  opinion  that  it  was  unconstitutional. 
Mr.  Madison,  Patrick  Henry,  and  atl  the  illus- 
trious statesrtien  of  that  period  admitted  that  Con- 
gress possessed  the  power,  though  they  viewed  it 
as  a  dangerous  one,  and  thought  it  should  not 
be  exeroiscd.  He  onderatobd  that  those  who 
denied  the  constitutionalKy  of  the  power  were 
not  united  in  their  objections  to  it.  One  gentle- 
man denied  that  Congress  had  the  power  to  dis- 
trict the  States  at  all,  though  it  would  be  found 
that  the  repbrt  of  the  Committee  of  Election* 
conceded  the  power.  Yesterday  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  look  the  extraordinary 
ground  that  Congress  had  this  power  only  con-* 
ditionally;  and  that  was  when  the  States  com- 
mitted laches  in  not  exercisins  it  themselves. 
But  the  strangest  argument  of  aH  was  that  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  who  admitted  that 
Congress  had  the'  power,  but  not  tnving  fully 
earned  it  out  in  the  act  of  the  last  session,  the 
act  was  null  and  void.  Mr.  S.  then  proreeded 
at  length  to  reply  to  ihcse  objections;  and  con- 
tended for  the  constitutionality  of  the  law.  In 
conclusion,  he  expressed  the  opinion  that  the 
membera  from  the  four  States  which  ekctcd  by 
general  ticket  were  here  not  osly  without  the 
right  to  their  seats,  but  without  the  color  of  right; 
and  that,  to  make  out  a  prima  facie  right,  their 
rertificates  must  show  that  they  were  chsctod  by 
districts,  in  conformity  to  the  law  of  Congress. 

Mr.  GRIOER  defended  and  justified  the  pro- 
test made  by  the  minority  of  tbe  House  at  an 
early  part  of  the  session;  «»d  entered  into  an  ar- 
gument in  defense  of  the  act  of  the  last  session, 
and  against  the  right  of  the  ihembere  from  New 
Hampshire,  Georeia, Misaouri.and  Mi**issippi,  . 
10  their  scat*  in  this  Hone. 

Mr.  COBB  said,  being  one  of  those  whose 
right  to  a  seat  upon  that  floor  was  involved  in  tlie 
decision  of  this  questioi),  he  trusted  it  would  not 
be  asking  too  much  of  the  House,  lo  ask  an  in- 
dulgent hesringof  the  reasons  which  had  brought 
his  mind  to  the  conclusion — ns  one  of  the  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  Slate  of  Georgia,  elected  under 
What  was  denominated  the  general-ticket  sysuim 
—that  be  was  entitled  to  take  hi*  seat,  and  to 
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exercise  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  a  member  '. 
of  (hat  House.    He  did  not  intend  to  detain  the  ; 
House  for  any  great  length  of  time.    He  would  ' 
endeavor  merely  to  travel  over  one  or  two  of  the 
principFes  involved  in  this  i],uestion,  and  leave  - 
the  remainder  of  the  subject  to  those  who  might  | 
feel  disposed  to  go  into  the  discussion  of  it.  There  ! 
were  one  or  two  points  upon  which  it  was  abso- 
lutely necessary  thai  they  who  had  been  elected 
uy  general  ticket  should  be  heard,  cither  now  or  , 
hereafter;  and  as  another  opportunity  might  not  ; 
be  afforded  him,  he  would  take  occasion  now  to  | 
present  to  the  House  the  reasons  wbieh  had  con-  { 
trolled  him  in  recordinj;  bis  vote,  and  in  exer-  ! 
cising  the  rights  and  privileges  which  accrued  to  ' 
him  as  one  of  the  Representatives  from  the  Stale 
of  Georgia,  the  exercise  of  which  right*  ttud  ^ 
privileges  he  dared  not  forego. 

It  bad  been  said  by  his  friend  from  South  Car- 
olina— or,  rather,  the  question  had  been  raised  by 
him,  whether  those  memterswhohadlieenelected 
by  the  general-ticket  system  were  entitled  to  vote 
upon  such  questions  as  might  arise  in  the  pro- 
gress of  this  discussion,  and  in  the  decision  o( 
this  question  ?  He  could  not  entertain  a  doubt 
upon  this  jioiot.  And  he  would  proceed ,  very 
briefly,  to  assign  the  reasons  which  influenced 
him  in  coming  to  ibis  conclusion. 

At  the  opening  of  the  present  session  of  Con- 
gress, or  shortly  thereafter,  the  question  WM 
raised  whether  the  members  upon  Ibis  floor  were 
entitled  to  hold  their  seats.  A  resolution  was 
passed  instructing  the  Committee  of  Elections  not 
to  inquire  whetlirr  he  and  those  other  members 
of  that  House  who  hod  been  elected  under  the  , 
general-ticket  system  were  entitled  to  their  seats,  i 
but  to  make  the  general  inquiry  whether  the  mem- 
bers of  tliis  House  now  occupying  seats  here 
were  entitled  to  hold  their  seats.  The  committee 
had  taken  the  matter  into  consideration,  and  had 
submitted  their  report  to  the  House,  which  re- 
port concluded  with  a  resolution  to  the  eflect 
"  that  all  the  members  now  occupying  seats  upon 
this  floor  were  entilled  to  hold  them,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  two,  whose  seats  were  contested  upon 
diner^iit  grouuds."  Now,  when  tbey  stiould 
ooroe  to  vote  upon  this  question,  he  was  told  by 
his  friend  from  South  Carolina  that,  under  the 
40ih  rule  of  the  House,  he,  and  those  elected  as 
be  bad  been,  (uAder  the  general-ticket  system,) 
were  so  immediately  interested  ii^  its  decisxvi  that 
they  were  excluded  A-om  the  rizhtof  voting.  He 
would  ask  the  gentleman  if  the  reaolution  re- 

Eortcd  bv  the  committee  did  not  aflect  the  right 
y  which  be  held  his aeat  upon  that  floor?  The 
resolution  was  general  in  its  terms.  It  applied  to 
him  as  one  eleciad  under  the  eeneraWticket  sys- 
tem, and  it  applied  to  his  friend  from  South  Car- 
olina— yea,  to  every  member  upon  ihot  floor,  no 
matter  fiow  elected.  Tbe  gentleman  might  com- 
plain of  the  manner  in  which  the  oommitlee  had 
•reported;  and,  if  so,  would  he  not  be  entitled  to 
be  heard !  Suppose  tbe  committee  had  reported 
two  resolutions;  suppose  they  had  reported,  first, 
that  those  elected  by  the  district  system  were  en-  . 
titled  to  their  seats;  and,  secondly,  that  those  ! 
elected  by  general  ticket  were  not  eulitled:  when 
they  came  to  vote  upon  the  first  resolution,  he 
asked  who  would  be  entitled  to  record  their  voles? 
Certainly,  under  the  view  pres^ted  by  bis  friend 
from  South  Corolinsu  that  gentJeman  would  not 
be  entitled  to  vote;  nor  would  any  member  here, 
save  those  elected  by  general  ticket.  Hence  there 
would  be  no  quorum  to  vote,  and  tbey  never 
could  arrive  at  the  second  resolution,  wbich  de- 
clared those  elected  by  general  ticket  ought  to  be 
excluded.  When  the  gentleman  relieved  his 
mind  from  the  effect  of  this  course  at  reasoning, 
be  would  yield  to  him  the  point,  and  confess  that 
be  was  not  entitled  to  vote  upon  this  resolution; 
but  would  allow  thegtatleman  to  decide  the  ques- 
tion. 

But  thers  was.one  other  view  which  be  wcwld 
Uke  tlie  liberty  of  submitting  to  the  coosiderotioa 
of  the  House.    There  was  no  quAsUon  affecting 
him  personally.    A  personal  or  particular  inter- 
est in  the  question  did  not  attach  to  him.    It  was 
a  qucationupon  which  the  people  of  the  United  j 
Stales,  throu!;h   their  Representatives  on   that  j 
floor,  were  called  upon  to  make  a  decision.  Wa«  | 
Georgia  to  be  excluded  from  having  a  voice  upon  ; 
this  subject,  because  she  differed  in  opinion  from  ! 
South  Carolina?    If  they  were  to  hold  to  such  a  | 
doctrine  as  this,  when  tbey  come  to  settle  this  : 
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question,  the  whole  House  would  be  hushed  into 
sileiicc.  -Was  it  because  the  members  of  Georgia 
were  elected  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  a  law? 
That  was  a  question  they  were  here  to  determine; 
ond  upon  that  question  her  voice,  as  well  as  that- 
of  every  other  Slate  in  the  Union,  must  be  heard 
undcrtncConstitutionof  tbe  United  States.  That, 
to  his  mind,  was  too  plain  and  palpable  to  admit 
of  argument.  He  would  proceed  to  other  points 
collateral  to  this  question.  A  gentleman  over  the 
way  expressed  some  little  hesitation  as  to  the 
propriety  of  the  course  of  tbe  House  in  taking 
this  subject  out  of  tlie  Committee  of  the  Whole; 
and  gave  as  a.  reason  for  it,  the  apprehension  that 
there  wa«  a  disposition  on  ihe  part  of  the  maiDr- 
ily  to  curtail  the  debate.  It  was  needless  for  Aim 
to  disavow  any  such  intention  on  his  port;  and 
he  was  confident  no  such  design  was  enieiMined 
on  ihc  part  of  other  membera.  In  addition  to 
this,  ilhad  been  remarked  by  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana,  [Mr.  Kxnhedt,]  that  all  the  fiembers 
of  the  House  had  made  up  their  mindi  on  the 
subject;  and  the  reply  was  immediately  made  by 
several  that  their  minds  were  not  madt  up  on  it; 
and  that  they  wished  additional  i^^rmatisn. 
When  he  beard  this,  he  felt  a  curiosity  lo  ascer- 
tain if  any  of  these  gentlemen  whose  minds  were 
thus  running  after  light  and  knowledge,  were 
among  those  who  signed  a  celebrated  proteal 
against  the  rights  of  the  members  elected  liy  gen- 
eral ticket  to  their  seats  here.  It  seemed  lo  him 
strange,  indeed,  that  gentlemen  who  hal  come 
forward,  and,  under  their  hands  and  seals,  pro- 
nounced a  solemn  decision  on  this  question, 
should  express  the  apprehension  that  theie  would 
not  be  a  full  and  ample  discussion  of  it.  80  much 
for  these  two  preliminary  and  coltaleail  ques- 
tions. 

He  came  now  to  the  consideration  of  the  law 
under  which  it  was  sought  to  exclude  him  and 
other  gentlemen  from  their  seals  here.  He  could 
well  conceive  that  there  might  be  a  vide  differ- 
ence of  opinion  between  gentlemen  os  this  sub- 
ject. 

It  was  one  on  which  there  might  notirallT  arise 
a  difference  of  opinion;  and  he  confessed  that, 
when  the  law  was  first  passed,  he  wsi  willing,  on 
a  superficial  examination  of  it,  to  igree  that  it 
came  within  the  constitutional  powrs  of  Con- 
gress, and  he  thought  it  ought  to  be  enforced. 
His  position,  however,  forced  himlo  go  into  an 
examination  of  ii,  and  upon  that  enminalion  he 
came  to  the  conclusion  that,  so  far  as  the  Slate 
of  Georgia  was  concerned ,  the  lat  was  a  dead 
letter.  A  further  examination  convinced  him  that 
it  was  unconstitutional,  and,  therefore, utterly  null 
and  void.  To  use  the  language  of  a  gentleman 
of  the  other  Hoiiae,  when  the  act  vas  under  dis- 
cussion there,  it  wanted  vitahty;  it  hod  shape  and 
form,  but  the  spirit  of  life  hod  new  been  infused 
iiilo  it.  That  was  tbe  ground  an  wliich  he  claimed 
bia  seat  on  this  floor.  As  the  argsment  might  be 
compressed  within  a  nutshell,  he  would  proceed 
at  once  to  the  section  of  the  act  «hich  prescribed 
to  the  legislatures  of  the  States  certain  duties, 
and  which  they,  believing  to  beuneonstiiutional, 
bad  -neglected  to  conform  to.  On  this  part  of  the 
subject  ha  might  find  it  necessary  to  use  some  of 
the  orgumenu  that  had  been  ulvanced  by  other 
gentlemen;  but  be  would,  at  all  events,  endeavor 
to  be  as  brief  as  Ihe  nature  of  tbe  subject  would 
permit.  Tbe  clause  of  the  Constitution  which 
was  involved  in  this  question  was  as  follow*;. 

<■  The  ttmetfOlaxet,  aii4  muiner  or  tioMiiif  sleeUam  Air 
eenatori  and  RepreMnUiives  flwll  bo  praMiiked  la  each 
8uie  by  the  Logulatare  Uiereof;  bot  Ibe  Coapeta  majr  at 
any  lime,  by  law,  make  or  alter  (ueb  iefslatloiu,eicept  as 
10  tbe  (ilsees  af.aiKxisin(  Sension." 

He  desired  here  to  call  the  attention  of  his  friend 
from  Alabama  [Mr.  BsLiEa]  to  tbe  distinction  he 
put  on  the  words  "shsH"and  "may, "as  he  found 
them  in  the  Constitution.  Now,  the  moment  the 
Legislature  of  Qeoi^gia assembled,  after  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Couatitution,  it  was  their  imperative 
duty  to  obey  the  injunction  in  the  ehuse  above 
quoted.  The  languoee  was  plain  and  explicit; 
and  admitted  of  no  other  coostnic^on;  the  duty 
was  imporative  on  them,  and  they  could  not 
avoid  it. 

Now,  the  gentleman  contended  that  the  same 
duty  that  was  imposed  on  the  Legislatures  of  the 
Stales  was  conferred  on  Congress  by  that  clause; 
but  the  gentleman  would  see  that  the  word  "shall" 
was  used  in  reference  to  the  .Slate  Legislatures, 


while  the  w«d  "  may"  was  used  in  reference  to 
Congress^Hiking  it  imperative  on  tbe  first,  aiid 
optional^^P  the  latter.    Well,  in  pursuance  of 
this  pr«PBn  in  the  Convituiion,  the  State  of 
GeoijpProceeded  to  provide  for  the  time,  place, 
and  flniner  of  holding  her  elections.    But  how 
loi]/was  that  provision  to  remain  ?    Why,  it  was 
to  remain  until  Congress  chose  to  make  either  a 
new  regulation,  or  alter  or  amend  tbe  set  of 
Georgia,  in  reference  to  tbe  time,  place,  and  man- 
ner of  holding  Iter  elections.    Now,  no  one  pre^ 
tended  to  say  that  Congress  had  made  any  new 
regulation;  but  it  was  said  thai  it  had  altered  the 
law  of  Georgia.    Let  us  (said  he)  analyze  this 
position.    The  State  of  Georgia  has  made  a  law 

Croviding  for  tbe  election  of  her  Representatives 
y  general  ticket,  which  she  has  never  amended 
or  dieted.  Now,  gentlemen  said  that  Congrees 
had,  in  pursuance  of  tbe  power  given  by  the 
Constitution,  altered  it  by  the  second  section  of 
the  apportionment  act.  Was  that  seciion  an 
alteration  of  the  law  of  Georgia  ?  He  always 
understood  that  altering  mswM  to  displace  one 
thing,  and  put  another  in  its  place.  The  people 
of  Georgia  cannot,  under  Ibis  net,  proceed  to  the 
election  of  their  Repres«ntatives;  but,  in  order  Ui 
do  so,  their  Legislature  must  first  take  this  dead 
and  shapeless  mass,  and  inspire  it  with  viialily. 
This,  however,  it  was  impossible  for  the  Legis- 
lature to  do;  for  before  it  assembled,  tbe  Repre- 
sentatives were  elected.  How,  then,  couU  tbe 
House  exclude  these  RepreseDtatiTes,  who  were 
elected  before  the  Legislature  bad  «o  opportunity 
to  give  shape,  strength,  and  viialily  to  this  law 
of  Congreso? 

He  contended,  therefore,  that  there  was  no  al- 
teration of  the  Uw  of  Georgia  within  the  meaning 
of  the  Constitution,  and  that  the  alteration  could 
not  take  place  till  the  Legislature  had  acted  on 
the  subject.  This  was  the  ground  on  which  be 
baaed  his  opposition  to  tbe  act  of  the  last  session, 
and  on  which  he  claimed  his  eight  lo  a  seat  on 
that  floor.  Mr.  C.  here  replied  10  that  part  of 
the  remarks  of  Ihe  gentleman  from  New  York 
[Mr.  Barmaod]  in  relation  to  the  concurrent  ju- 
risdiction of  Congress  and  of  the  Legislatures  of 
the  Slates  on  this  subject;  and,  in  reference  to  ihe 
case  cited  by  him  of  the  power  to  provide  for 
arming  and  ifiseiplining  the  militia,  went  into  an 
argument  10  show  that  there  was  no  siroilsrity 
between  ihat  case  and  the  one  under jdiscussion. 
He  contended  that  tl>e  provision  of  the  appor- 
tionment act  of  the  last  Congress  neither  came 
within  the  term  "make"  or  "aiter,"as  laid  down 
in  tbe  Constitution;  and  tbey  were  brought  back, 
then,  to  the  point  whether  Congreia  was  to  anoid 
and  destroy  Slate  laws, and  deprive  the  peopleof 
GeoiKia  of^any  representation  on  this  floor,  un- 
less that  State  should  hare  neglected  to  exercise 
the  powers  that  were  vested  in  her.  It  was  the 
duty  of  Congress,  if  it  undertook  to  destroy  or 
alter  the  State  regulations,  lo  supply  a  system  by 
which  tbe  people  of  tbe  States  could  exercise  their 
privileges. 

Allusion  bad  been  node,  in  the  course  of  the 
argument  on  this  subject,  to  the  respective  ad- 
vantages of  the  genera)  ticket  and  tbe  oistrict  sys- 
tem;'and  this  would  have  been  a  proper  subject 
for  discussion  if  it  bad  arisen  at  ths  time  the  bill 
was  originally  under  diocussioD,  and  before  ths 
passage  of  the  act;  but  now,  bow  could  the  rela- 
tive Mvantages  of  the  two  system*  b*  brought 
into  discussKWi  ?  Suppose  the  district  systen 
were  the  best,  and  possessed  advantage*  which 
should  recommend  it  for  adoption;  if  Congress  or 
tbe  Slate  Legislatures,  possessing  the  power  to 
provide  this  district  system,  did  not  exercise  it, 
what  eflect  could  that  have  here  now,  no  natter 
what  might  be  its  relative  adranlage*  or  dissd- 
vantages.  He  insisted  that  the  general-ticket  *ys- 
tem  presented  many  advantages;  and,  if  this  were 
the  proper  lime  to  enter  upon  that  aubject,  he 
would  endeavor  to  call  ths  atlcBtioa  of  Ibe  House 
to  some  of  them.  But  he  woald  niot  do  it,  for  it 
would  be  l«  trespa**  on  that  lime  wbich  ought  lo 
be  engaged  in  the  discussion  ef  the  real  merits  of 
tbe  question.  Let  him,  then,  hear  nothing  more 
of  the  danger*  to  be  apprehended  by  the  large 
State*  adopting  the  general-ticket  sysum,  and 
thereby  overriiuag  the  rights  and  privileges  that 
were  secured  to  the  small  Stales  by  tbe  Consti- 
tution of  this  Union.  It  was  out  of  place  toenler 
into  tlie  discussion  of  that  question,aJKl  tbey  must 
come  down  to  the  i*olated  point,  whether  tb* 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  lenvo  was 
granted  to  withdraw  from  the  tiles  tlio  petition 
and  papers  of  Mrs.  Susan  Trigg. 

RELIEF  TO  CONTRACTORS. 

The  bill  lo  olTuri)  relief  to  oeriain  coutraclora 
with  the  Uovernnient,  by  exiendUi;;  the  lime  for 
their  ful&llnenl,  wss  retiii  liiu  lliirtl  timet  uid 
passed. 

REPORTS  ADOPTBD. 

The  adverse  reports  of  the  Comniitlec  on  Rev- 
olniinnary  Clnim!i  in  ihc  case  of  the  ndniiniritm- 
tor  of  William  Grtiyson,  mid  of  the  Judiniary 
Commitirf^  in  the  case  of  David  C.  Wilson,  were 
concurred  in  by  the  Senate. 

iVU\  S.  WEED. 
The  adverse  reportof  the  Committee  on  Naval 
AITiiirs  in  the  case  of  Julia  S.  Weed  was,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  WHITE,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

ALfiERT  PAULOI^G. 

The  adverse  report  of  the  Committee  on  Rev- 
olutionary Claims  in  the  ease  of  Albert  Paulding 
was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  PORTER,  ordered  to  lie 
oil  the  table. 

INCRCASB  OP  S.\LARr. 

The  bill  to  increase  the  salary  of  the  district 
judge  of  tile  district  court  of  the  United  Stati<a 
Air  tl)c  western  district  of  Virginia  was  taken  up 
as  ill  Cummiltee  of  the  Whole;  and,  there  liein^ 
no  pmposatiaD  lo  «meBil,  it  was  reported  tu  tlie 
Sunnle. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  was  satisfied  there  were 
other  eases  equally  mcritorinas,  and  ho  was  not 
prepared  to  give  Ins ««iictinn  tn  the  bill  tiien. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ARCHER,  it  was  laid  on 
the  tiildc  for  the  present,  the  chairman  of  the  Ju- 
diciary Committee  being  absent  from  his  scat. 

SCTTLEMENT  OF  OREGOrf. 

The  bill  to  encourage  the  selttement  of  the  ter- 
ritory of  OrejTon  came  up  in  order,  us  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole.  • 

Mr,  ARCHER  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table  for 
the  present.  He  said  that,  befoi^e  that  motion 
was  put  tn  the  Senate,  he  would  vive  notice  that, 
on  to-morrow,  he  would  move  the  Senate  to  lay 
the  resolution  of  the  Senator  from  Illinois,  [Mr. 
Seuple,]  nn  the  same  subject,  on  the  table,  in- 
BlcaU  of  referring  i^  to  (he  Cummittee  on  Foreign 
Relaiiivis,  as  he  first  proposed. 

Mr.  KING  inquired  if  the  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia [Mr.  Arcucr]  inteiidcU  lo  speak  ou  the 
question? 

Mr.  ARCHER  said  he  did.  There  had  been 
as  many  speeches  made  on. the  other  side  of  the 
House  OS  his  own  will  liitve  made  after  lie  sltall 
have  spoken. 

Mr.  SEVIER  asked  tlie  Senator  to  witlidntw 
the  motion  lo  lay  ilio  billon  the  table. 

Mr.  ARCHER  did  so. 

Mr.  SEVIER  remarked  that  he  only  wished  lo 
say  that  the  Sonaler  from  Vireiiiia  was  very 
greatly  misluken  in  supposiii*;  that  Ihc  bill  for 
the  settlvmciit  of  Oregon  was  anything  like  tiie 
propostiiim  of  the  Senator  from  Illinois,  (Mr. 
Semplb,]  giving  iioiire  for  the  (erniiiiation  ol  the 
ronvciitiuii  perinittiug  the  joiiM  occupation  of 
Oregon . 

Mr.  S.  then  showed  that  the  bill  hiul  in  view 
the  protection  of  the  Amevican  settlers  in  Ore- 
gon, nnd  the  buikJiiig  of  forts  on  tlio  line*  lo«hal 
territory. 

Mr.  ARCHER  could  not  understand  why  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Arkannis  [Mr.  Sevier] 
wished  to  go  into  a  diseussion  of  this  bill  to-day. 
He  ihnughl  that  eenth-mtm  must  be  aware  that 
the  oilii  r  di»cus3ioii,  which  had  the  precedence, 
ousht  lo  he  (tisposi'd  of  lirst. 

Mr.  SEVIER  sni<l  there  was  no  connection 
lietwecn  the  two  |>ro;m»iiiniis. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  wished  tn  aak'his  friend 
from  Virginia  [Mr.  AticiteR]  if  he  meant  to  de- 
prive him  of  an  opportunity  to  make  some  re- 
marks nnihe  resolution  of  ihe  Senator  from  Illi- 
nois, (Mr.  ScnrLE.'}  The  fact  wn»,  his  nature 
was  always  yielding:  and  he  had  already  yielded 
to  everybody  who  hod  expressed  a  'desire  to 
speak  u;ion  t!ic  subject,  tie  had  a  few  remarks 
to  mnkc;  but  he  supposed,  from  ihe  notice  of  his 
friend  from  Virginia,  that  after  that  Senator  fin- 
ished his  own  remarks,  be  would  move  to  lay  the 


resolution  on  the  table.  He  hoped  ilint  course 
would  not  be  pursued.  The  courtesy  of  iho  Sen- 
ate had  always  been  remarkable — that  of  his 
friend  fnim  Virginia  parlirulnrly  so;  and  ho  could 
not  think  that  he  (.Mr.  A.]  iiitendrd  layins  ihe 
sul'j.'ct  on  the  lalile  when  he  (Mr.  II.)  was  a  co- 
member  with  him  of  the  Conimiitee  on  Foreign 
Ri-lniion8,and  had  a  right  to  any  something  upon 
Ibis  cpiestion. 

Tlie  bill  was  then  passed  over  informally  Tor 
the  day. 

W.  DE  PUVSTER  AND  H.  N.  CRUCER. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Du  Puyster 
aiid  Henry  N.  Cruger  was  taken  up  ami  consid- 
ered as  ill  Commitiro  of  the  Whole,  reported  to 
the  Seuate,  and  ordered  to  be  eiigioasud  for  a 
tkird  reading. 

SECOr»D  REGIMENT  OP  DRAGOONS. 

The  bill  In  repeal  so  much  of  the  act  approved 
\  the  33<l  of  Ausust,  1843,  a*  requires  the  serond 
I  regiment  of  dragoons  to  be  converted  into  a  re<:i- 
I  ment  of  riflemen,  aber  the  4ih  of  March,  1843, 
,  WM  taken  up  as  ill  Committee  of  the  Whole,  luid, 
'  tliere  liein;  no  proposition  to  amend  it,  was  re- 
;  ported  In  the  Senate. 

I  Mr.TAPPANwasunderatood  to  say  that  there 
I  was  nn  necessity  for  two  regiments  of  dragoons;' 
one  was  enough  for  the  country  to  pay  at  pre*, 
sent.  At  this  time  they  could  not  drive  the  In- 
dians into  a  war,  if  they  were  treated  justly.  The 
cnntrivry  Ueotmeiit  only  wouh]  create  an  Indian 
war,  stid  consequently , any  necessity  fur  another 
rcgimeitt  of  drasoons. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  rending. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  would  merely  remark 
that  he  was  unwilling  for  the  bill  to  pass  without 
discussion.  He  would  not  object  to  its  beiag 
|iassed  to  a  third  reading,  and  tlien  lay  it  nn  the 
table  till  In-morrow.  He  was  opposed  to  its  pas- 
sage, and  should  vote  ngaiast  lU  Some  of  the 
friends  of  the  bill  were  absent,  and  he  did  not 
wish  to  take  advanugo  of  their  absence  in  op- 
posing the  bill. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

DANIBL  G.  SKINNER. 
The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  G.  Skinner,  of 
Alabama,  was  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole;  and,  after  some  explanation  of  its  pro- 
visions by  Mr.  WRIGHT,  It  was  reported  to  the 
Senate,  and  ordered  tu  be  engrossed  fur  a  third 
reading. 

CLAIMS  FOR  PROPERTY. 

The  bill  In  provide  for  the  settlement  of  claims 
for  losses  of  property  by  reason  of  its  military 
occupation,  in  the  Territory  of  Florida,  was  taken 
up  as  in  Committee  ofthe  Whole;  but,  on  mo- 
lion  of  Mr.  WRIGUT,  was  passed  over  for 
examination. 

P.  A.  KERR. 

The  bid  for  tberelief  of  F.  A.  Kerr,  of  Arkan- 
sa»,  was  laken  upns  in  Committee  of  ihe  Whole; 
and,  after  a  few  remarks  by  Mr.  SEVIER,  in 
explanation  of  its  principles,  and  by  Mr.  KING, 
in  opposition  to  the  bill,  it  woa  laid  ou  the  table 
for  further  examination. 

FRANCIS  H.  HARRISON. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Francis  H.  Harrison, 
who  was  postmaster  at  Poducah,  Kentucky,  pro- 
posing to  pay  him  a  sum  of  money  which  was 
^  lost  by  the   burning  of  the  post  office,  which 
'  inniiey  liad  been  collected  fur  postage,  was  then 
I  taken  up. 

Messrs.  KING,  ATCHISON,  McDUFFIE, 

I  Olid  PEARCB,  made  some  remarks  on  the  bill, 

ivuchiiig  the  propriety  of  inilvronifying  oAicera 

who  may  lose  moneys  belonging  to  the  Guvorn- 

ment. 

The  bill  was,  however,  laid  on  the  table  far  the 
preeent. 

SURVETOR  GENERAL.. 
The  bill  for  the  removal  from  Cincinnati  to 
Detroit  of  the  office  of  the  surveyor  general  of 
Ohio,  InUiann,  and  Michigan,  came  up  for  eon- 
sideralicn;  the  question  being,  "  Shall  the  bill  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading?" 

Upon  that  motion  Mr.  ALLEN  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays. 


The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered ;  nnd  the  ques- 
tion lieiiur  put,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — 
yeas  29,  nays  7. 

LAND  CLAIMS. 

The  Senate  then  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  lo  pro- 
vide for  the  ailjnsiment  of  land  claims  within  the 
States  of  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  Alabama,  and 
Arkansas,  and  for  other  purposes;  the  question 
pemltne  bein?  the  ameOdment  proposed  by  Mr. 
HENDERSON,  which  hu^xpiuined  at  ounsid- 
erabie  lensth. 

Mr.  BARROW,  also,  with  much  n«4nulerfess, 
explained  the  merits  of  the  bill  and  propoacd 
ammdmem. 

The  subject  was  debated,  till  fotir  oVIork,  hr 
Messrs.  JOHNSON,  KING,  HENDBRSO."/, 
BARROW,  SEVIER,  BREESE,  and  WALK- 
ER. 

During  Ihe  diseascion  a  ^eal  many  modifica- 
tions ofthe  amendment,  and  various  alterations, 
were  aitopted. 

The  bill  finally  was  reported  back  to  the  Sen- 
ate, with  the  amendment,  as  modified*,  and  the 
qaestion  brin;  nn  adopting  the  aineiidmeirt, 

Mr.  HAYWO  'D  rose,  and  appealed  to  the 
friends  of  the  measure  to  separate  the  amend- 
ment from  the  bill,  and  let  the  original  bill  stand 
nn  its  merits;  recommending  them  to  bring  in  a 
separate  bill  grounded  on  the  amendment.  It 
appeared,  from  what  transpired  in  debate,  that 
the  original  bill  was  reported  for  the  relief  of  un- 
doubted claimants  of  lands  in  the  States  men- 
tioned, growing  out  of  legal  and  acknowledged 
titles;  biit  the  amendment  was  a  substitute  for 
the  original  bill.  In  let  in  claimants  in  possession 
who  are  innocent  purchasers,  or  occupants  under 
derivative  titles  from  innocent  purchasers,  do- 
nees, or  supposed  grantees;  ant],  in  rases  of  al- 
leged frauds  of  fabricated  Spanish  titles,  lo  let 
the  innocent  occupants  have  a  preiimption  right 
at  $1  3.>  per  acre: 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HAYWOOD,  pending  the 
qui-stinn  of  adopting  the  ftmendnu-nt  made  in 
Conimiitee  ofthe  Whole,  the  bill  nnd  aniendineiit 
Were  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table,  and  printed. 

EXECUTIVE  SESSION. 

Mr.  ARCHER  said  there  were  some  messages 
from  the  Presidentof  the  United  Stales  to  be  con- 
sidered in  secret  session,  one  of  which  was  of 
great  importance,  and  it  was  necessary  it  should 
meet  immediate  reference.  He  ihcrsfore  moved 
that  the  Senate  go  into  executive  session. 

The  Senate  went  into  executive  session;  and 
after  stHne  time  spent  therein,  adjourned. 

The  foHowin^  resnlation,  offered  some  days 
since  by  Mr.  Woodbdrt,  was  acciiientally  omit- 
ted from  the  Senate  proceedings: 
Joint  resolution,  pmvidini;  Tiir  ilie  rviurn  of  nifclitional  items' 
Ml  tiM!  ciMnniffrciiit  atmiKtiC)*. 

Baahtd  hg  tJkr  St-atr  mul  Hojat  «/  He/mtemlatitf  of 
Ihe  Unifd  Statn  of  ^mrrtca  in  Can^rcat  a^iiMei,  Tliat 
ihe  Si-crolnry  itt'  tlie  Trra»ury  lie  required  tn  annex.  Iiere- 
iil\cr,  lo  UiR  Klati^iicai  rel(irii!(  nriliu  ciitiiuierci!  <if  ttie  tJni- 
tMl  ttiRiM,  H  table  K>Tiii(,  In  iho  flri'i  citliiuii,  Ihe  qiianiity 
oi'eaeli  sjiicle  importeil  yearly  ;  in  tlie  aecnnd  culanui.  tlie 
value  of  cacli  oil  vvliieli  ilie  duly  i«  nwedHed,sivliig  it  by 
the  funu!  iiieiuurc  or  quaintly  a^  lli.it  oii  wliicli  tite  duly  is 
a-tfeitst'd  r  III  a  third  eoluniiiT  Ihc  mle  n{  iliity  iiiipn^d  nn 
each  article ;  ami  ni  the  liiunh,  llieavemge  wiHilesnle  nrics 
of  each,  cani|,iled  frtiHi  lUa  |iTtce«  eiirreut  i»  Mntttna,  New 
York,  Pt)ilndelpbi:i,  llallininre,  C'llaj-le,|iin,  nnd  New  Or- 
leaim,  or  in  sucli  or  Uieve  iMini,  tw  any  oC  llie  nrlirlee  laay 
tie  fluid  durmx  llic  year  ;  in  a  AAh  cotuinli,  the  quuntiiy  of 
any  like  anicle  oljonieMlc  nri0n  ancenaliied  »r  CMimatcd 
tu  K'  Blade  at  giuwa  in  tlui  Uailaj  Suom,  ilttrins  llie  aann 
will ;  and  in  a  i>iilli,  Ike  aveinge  price  nf  it  at  Uic  ivins 
arorcttuiil  for  ihe  i-niiie  year,  compiled  and  otnaiaed  in  like 
manner  whli  thai  In  the  ftmnii. 


.     HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wednesdat,  March  6,  1844. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  offered  a  resolution  to  au- 
thitrize  Nancy  Wilson  to  withdraw  certain  papers 
on  the  files  ofthe  Pension  Office,  that  they  might 
be  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Pensions.    • 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  said  the  course  proposed 
was  an  unusual  one;  and  therefore,  he  objected 
to  the  reception  ofthe  resolution. 

tiFFICBRS  OF  TUB  HOU8B. 

Mr.  JAMESON  inquired  if  the  resolution 
which  he  offered  yesterday ,  to  authorize  the  Duor- 
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The  resolutions  were  then  referred  to  the  Judi- 
ciary Committee. 

NIr.  MERRICK  presented  a  certain  act  passed 
by  the  Virginia  Legislature,  amendatory  of  the 
charter  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Com- 
pany, in  which  theac(|uie8cenceof  Congress  was 
asked.    It  was  committed, 

Mr.  DAYTON  presented  joint  resolutions 
adopted  by  the  General  Assembly  and  La|islative 
Council  of  New  Jersey,  instructing  the  Senators 
and  requesting  the  UrpresentatiTes  from  that 
State  to  Tote  for  the  passage  of  the  act  now  before 
that  body  to  refund  the  fine  to  General  Jackson, 
together  with  interest  iipon  the  same  from  that 
time  to  the  time  of  its  payment,  as  an  act  of  jus- 
tice to  that  distinguished  patriot  and  able  defender 
of  his  country. 

Mr.  D.  said  that,  inasmuch  as  he  did  not  pro- 
pose to  address  the  Senate  on  the  bill  itself,  be 
would  briefly,  but  respectfully,  respond  to  these 
resolutions  now.  I  am  most  happy  to  receive  in- 
structions, in  the  course  of  my  official  duties, 
from  any  source;  hut  when  those  instructions 
emanate  from  a  source  so  high  as  the  Legislative 
Council  and  General  Assembly  of  the  Stale  of 
New  Jersey,  I  feel  myself  peculiarly  honored. 
Should  the  bill  in  question  be  molded  into  such 
form  as  will  justify  me  in  my  own  judgment,  it 
will  give  me  pleasure  to  conform  my  action  to 
tlieir  wishca.  But  I  am  unwilling,  at  this  stage  of 
the  question,  to  announce  what  will  be  my  final 
vote  upon  tlie  bill.  I  am  here  for  advisement;  and 
so  long  as  a  single  hour  remains,  until  discussion 
and  deliberation  are  both  exhausted,  I  hold  my- 
self "open  to  conviction."  Should  I  ftnally  doubt, 
the  yisiruclions  of  a  New  Jersey  Legislature 
wouUI  have  whh  me  a  controlling  power.  But, 
sir,  while  I  thus,  with  unafiTected  sincerity,  ac- 
knowledge llie  high  estinuite  I  place  upon  the  i 
opinions  of  that  body,  let  ,mo  nut  be  misunder- 
stood. I  utterly  deny  the  binding  force  of  these 
instructions.  I  will  not  shield  myself  from  a  just 
responsibility  by  subterfuge  or  evasion.  I  repent, 
that  I  utterly  deny  the  binding  force  of  these  in- 
structions. This  Cbamttcr  was  not  intended  as  | 
an  automaton  chess-board,  nor  we  as  seiweless  , 
nieces  with  which  others  pl^y  a  game.  If  the 
Legislature  of  New  Jersey  go  furtlier  than  to  ad- 
vise me  of  their  wishes,  to  communicate  what 
they  believe  to  be  the  sentiments  of  our  common 
constituenu,  they  usurp  a  power  which  does  not 
belong  to  them.  They  were  elected  for  no  such 
purpose.  1  hold  my  place  on  this  floor  subject  to 
no  Limitation  save  that  aflixed  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  responsible  to  no  power  save  that  of 
the  people.  Between  them  and  me  I  acknowl- 
edge no  such  "go-between."  Firmly, and  yet 
respectfully,  I  shall  repel  every  attempt  to  en- 
croach, in  this  or  any  other  form,  upoa  my  con- 
stitutional righu. 

Sir  I  was  not  elected  to  this  body  for  any  spe- 
cific object,  but  for  general  legislative  purposes. 
So  soon  OS  I  resumed  my  seat,  not  New  Jersey 
nlune,  but  Jthe  entire  Union  was  entitled  to  the 
benefit  of  my  judgment,  of  however  little  value  it 
might  be. 

Although  ^ew  Jersey  may  be  satisfied,  as  far 
as  il  is  concerned,  to  lutve  its  Legislature  think  for 
me,  will  Massachusetts,  will  Georgia,  will  Ken- 
tucky consent  ?  As  a  Senator  of  the  United  States, 
I  have  relations  with  them.  If  I  substitute  the 
judgment  of  a  New  Jersey  Legislature  in  place  of 
my  own,  what  becomes  of  those  relations?  how 
are  those  duties  satisfied? 

But,  as  a  member  of  tliia  body,  the  initiatory 
step  upon  my  part  was  an  oath  to  support  the 
Constitution  of  these  United  Suites.  Has  this 
doctrine  of  tiulruclioni  its  orgin  there?  Par  from 
it.  The  object  of  that  provision  which  gives  to 
tlie  office  its  duration,  was  expressly  intended  to 
provide  against  thoseoonstant  changes  which  this 
doctrine  must  bring  about.  This  was  intended 
as  the  conservative  Department  of  Government — 
a  something  above  and  beyond  the  reach  of  pop- 
ular inpulsea,  or  sudden  change;  and  yet  this 
doctrine  assumes  that  a  legislative  body,  elected 
annually,  may  direct  us  in  our  official  action  heK, 
or  drive  us  from  our  seat*.  If  this  be  so,  the 
constitutional  provision  is  nullified.  But  it  is  not 
so:  the  very  act  of  resigning  sooner  than  violate 
one's  conscience  by  obeying,  admits  away  the 
whole  argument.  The  reasoning  by  which  this 
doctrine  is  attempted  to  be  enforced,  if  I  under- 
stand il,  is,  that  Senators  being  appointed  by  the 


IjCgislaCure,  represent  the  State— the  one  as  the 
principal,  the  other  as  the  agent.  That  wherever 
the  principal,  through  its  Legislature,  chooses  to 
instruct,  it  takes  the  responsibility,  and  the  agent 
is  bound  toobcy.  And  yet  those  gentlemen  who 
profess  to  act  upon  this  doctrine,  uniformly  re- 
sign when  instructed  to  vote  in  conflict  with  their 
own  judgments.  And  yet  the  vote  to  be  given  is 
rarely,  if  ever,  a  question  of  moral  right  or  wrong; 
it  is  a  question  of  judgment  only — a  mere  matter 
of  political  expediency.  And  yet  upon  such  a 
question,  and  where  the  prinapal  assumes,  as 
they  say,  all  the  responsibility,  the  advocates  of 
the  doctrine  resign  sooner  than  violate  their  con- 
sciences by  obedience.  Sir,  the  act  of  rasigniog 
is  an  admission  thst,  in  despite  of  instructions,  the 
responsibility  is  yet  with  them.  If  the  Xjerisla- 
ture  have  the  right  to  direct  us  in  our  duties  here, 
how,  on  such  a  question,  involving  no  moral 
principle,  can  it  adfect  the  conscience  or  the  honor 
to  obey  ?  This  is  one  of  those  difficulties  grow- 
ing out  of  this  doctrine,  and  the  practice  under 
it,  to  which  I  apprehend  there  is  no  satisfactory 
solution. 

My  views  upon  this  subject  are  fortunately  not 
the  growth  of  my  presentposiiion;  they  were  ex- 
pressed long  ago,  and  under  other  circumstances. 
In  the  year  1838  I  had  the  honor  to  be  a  member 
of  the  LcgislaiiveCouncil  of  New  Jersey.  General 
Wall,  a  highly  respectable  citizen  of  that  State, 
then  held  a  seat  in  this  body,  politically  opposed, 
as  he  was,  to  a  large  majority  of  both  branches  of 
our  Legislature.  His  friends  had,  a  few  years 
preceding,  been  liberal  in  llieiriiufntefumite  Mr. 
Frcliiighuyson  and  tlie  late  Mr.  Southard;  and 
their  want  of  obedience  had  been  denounced  with 
the  utmost  bittcrnpss.  But  the  face  of  thinss 
had  now  changed ;  their  weapon  was  in  our  hands. 
it  was  supposed  by  some  that  it  was  ourduly  to 
strike;  and  that  General  Wall  Must  obey  or  leave 
his  seat.  I  then  assumed  the  position  for  which 
I  contend  now — the  righlto  express  ouropinions, 
our  sense  of  what  we  believed  lo  be  the  views  of 
Qur  eonslituenu,  but  that  the  same  was  not,  and 
could  not,  constitutionally,  be  tiiidiii^  upon  a 
member  of  this  body.  In  this  modified  form, 
resuiuiioiis  were  passed.  They  were  utterly  dis- 
regarded by  General  Wall,  tie  said  they  were 
not  tn>(rue<ion<.  Nor  were  they,  in  the  sense 
that  he  understood  the  word.  But  if  we  were  tiie 
principal,  and  he  the  agent — if  we  were  the  mas- 
ter, and  be  the  servant— of  what  importance  was 
the  form  of  expression  ?  The  servant  who  knows 
the  will  of  his  master,  is  as  much  bound  to  con- 
form thereto  as  though  he  had  his  command. 
Words  are  but  the  shell;  it  is  the  sense  which 
constitutes  the  kernel. 

But,  if  i  correctly  understand  the  speech  of  my 
respected  predecessor,  he  would  not  have  obeyed 
iiutntc<Mn«,  as  such, emanating  fcom  us,  because  I 
iw  did  not  Iwlieve  in  ihenr;  or,  in  other  words,  he  I 
would  make  our  rule  of  faith  his  rule  of  eoaduci. 
He  says:  { 

"  While  I  scknnwirtlge  the  duly  ofnliedlenee  to  itutnc-  \ 
tiontj  it  U  riftit  for  me  to  say  that  1  do  not  acknnwiedsc  , 
the  right  or  tlw;  l.i^iilature  tii  play  with  ita«wax,KndNiold  I 
it  to  any  .form.    J  will  not  tie  made  the  instrai|ieni  of  ita 
abuAe,  nor  vliaU  it  be  proslitaied  10  fraudulent  purpoava  I 
through  my  old.    I  niii  mi  Jew ;  and  do  not  belif^ve,  if  my 
enemy  disregards  the  Sabbnth^  .iiid  makes  war  upon  menti 
thai  day,  tliai  tha  command  lu  ke«p  it  holy  forliida  wir  de- 
fense.   1  now  announce  that,  if  tUoae  who  do  not  believe 
in  the  doctrine  ot  inslruclion,  but  tmmple  it  in  the  iia*t, 
and  laugh  it  losenm,  aitempltodeaUDjrinypolitiesI  friends 
and  prineiplea  by  fraudiiienUy  availing  tlieiiiselvea  of  onr 
reverence  Iter  tkat  doeirine,  Uiey  will  not  And  medifltrmed 
or  unprepared  for  defense.    I  will  not  lend  myself  to  any 
purpow  to  make  the  doctrine  aswonlforitaeBemie*  to  de- 
stroy its  friends,  or  a  shield  to  save  Ute  enemleaof  the  doc- 
trine fraui  all  pOHibility  of  basanl.    If  lbe|r  mean  to  blow 
hot  and  cold,  they  must  Kiset  aome  otber  psisou  la  try 
that  experiment  U|ion." 

This,  Mr.  President,  will  limit  the  doctrine,  in 
its  practical  operation,  within  a  very  narrow  com- 
pass. Il  is  needless  fur  our  friends  to  uutruet, 
oecBUse  onr  views  conform  already;  and  if  the 
adversary  inttruct,  we  will  not  obey,  because  thty 
do  not  believe  in  the  doctrine  t  * 

Sir,  when  I  find  myself  instructed  by  the  party 
now  in  the  ascendant  in  the  New  Jersey  Legis- 
lature, I  am  constrained  to  refer  to  these  things. 
They  contain  the  last  practical  exposition  of  the 
doctrine  as  maintained  by  the  representative  of 
that  party  upon  this  floor.  The  New  Jersey  Le- 
gislature, it  has  been  well  said,  has  been  an  "  in- 
structing Legishiture;"  but  its  instructions  here 
have  always  received,  proettcaiiy,  but  one  expo- 


sition. Nothing,  I  think,  in  the  way  of  poUiia, 
would  so  much  surprise  ber  citizens  of  both  par- 
ties, as  the  resignation,  at  this  day,  of  a  member 
of  this  body,  in  obedience  to  the  doctrine  of  in- 
structions. But,  sir,  so  far  as  aSccts  my  own 
action,  I  care  not  who  regards,  or  who  disregards 
the  doctrine.  In  my  judgment,  it  is  a  doctrine  at 
varianee  both  with  tne  letter  and  the  spirit  of  the 
Constitution,  and  therein  I  place  my  justification. 
Mr.  MILLER  remarked  that  he,  also,  had  re- 
ceived from  his  Stole  similsr  resolution*  to  those 
presented  by  his  colleague.  He  wouM  send  them 
to  the  Chair.  He  would  not,  on  that  occasion, 
trouble  the  Senate  with  any  response  to  these 
resolutions.  He  would  reserve  his  answer  until 
the  bill  he  was  called  upon  to  Tote  for  was  taken 
up  for  consideration. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  JARNAGIN,from  the  Committeeon  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  which  was  referred  a  memorial  from 
a  number  of  citizans  of  the  town  of  Weston, 
Missouri,  praying  for  the  adoption  of  some  ness- 
ures  to  secure  their  titles  to  liie  holders  of  town 
lots  therein,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  citi- 
zens of  towns  on  lands  of  the  United  Slates  under 
certain  circumstances;  which  vaa  read,  and  or- 
dered to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  FOSTER,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  John  Wash- 
ington, praying  eompeneatton  for  military  ser* 
vices  against  tne  Indians,  in  1790,  made  an  ad- 
verse report  thereon;  which  was  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  WOODBRlDiSE,  fh>m  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  reported  iIm  following  bills;  wfaieb 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading: 

A  bill  to  autliorize  the  issuing  of  a  patent  to 
Joseph  Campau,  for  a  tract  of  land  in  the  Stats 
of  Michigan;  and 

A  bill  for  ibe  relief  of  Joseph'  Campau. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  STURGEON,  leave  was 

Sraqted  to  withdraw  from,  the  files  the  petitioo  of 
ohn  Brooks,  praying  compensation  for  certain 
military  services. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ALLEN,  leave  wasrrsnted 
to  wilhdraw  from  the  files  the  petition  of  Joseph 
Fletcher,  for  compensation  for  a  wagon  and  tesa 
lost  in  the  service  of  the  United  Slates. 

WILUAM  A.  WBATBR. 

The  adverse  report  of  the  Committee  on  Claimi 
on  the  claim  of  William  A.  Weaver,  for  services 
in  compiling  the  sixth  census,  was  taken  up  and 
concurred  in  by  the  Senate. 

THE  PINE  INDEMNITr  BILL. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  it  wouM  be  remembered  thst 
yesterday  he  gave  notice  (after  the  refussl  of  the 
Senate  to  take  up  the  bill  restoring  the  fine  to  Qen- 
eral  Jackson)  that  he  would  to^ny  renew  the 
motion.  Since  that  time  he  had  had  some  con- 
versation with  several  Senators,  which  indneed 
him  to  waive  the  motion  lo  lake  the  bill  up  then, 
with  the  understanding  that  be  would  man  the 
motion  on  Monday  morning  next. 

M  r.  HUNTINGTON  remarked  that  the  unfin- 
ished bnsinesaof  yesterday— the  tariff  question- 
would  come  up  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  ALLEN  was  aware  of  that.  That  subject 
wouM  not  come  up  in  order  until  after  one  o'clock. 
He  proposed  to  take  up  the  indemnity  bill  during 
the  morning  hour  of  that  day. 

LUNATIC  ASTLUH. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MILLER,  the  Senate  re- 
sumed the  consideration  (as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole)  of  the  bill  providing  for  the  insane  hos- 
pital of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  MERRICK  remarked,  that  since  the  bil 
was  last  under  discussion,  he  had  received  a  com- 
munication from  the  president  in  charge  of  the 
Maryland  hospital  at  Baltimore,  in  which  the  pao- 
per  lunatics  of  the  District  were  now  provided  for 
and  supported  under  the  law  of  Congress,  opoB 
the  subject  of  the  amount  due  that  institution  for 
such  service.  A  sum  of  #3,000,  it  seemed,  wss 
provided  by  the  bill  to  defray  the  «*P*''"^J°| 
those  unCartunate  beings  for  the  year  1843.  The 
president  of  that  institution  said,  in  his  commu- 
nication, that  the  sum  of  $3,000  wouW  only  1»y 
until  the  10th  of  December  last,  and  that  another 
quarter  would  be  due  before  the  instiulion  tn  ih* 
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District  could  be  made  randy  to  reeeiTe  tbem.  On 
the  10th  of  March,  ^$,  in  addition,  will  be  due. 
He,  therefore,  propoaed  (o  strike  out  ^3,000  from 
the  bill,  and  insert  $4,000,  to  be  applied  to  the 
purpose  indicated,  pr  so  much  as  woiud  be  neces- 
sary. 

The  question  was  put  on  the  motion ;  and  it  was 
forced  to. 

Mr.  ALLEN  aaid  he  bad  asked  the  Senator 
from  New  Jersey  [Mr.  MiLLsa]  several  questions 
the  oilier  day,  which  he  deemed  it  important 
should  be  answered.  One  was,  how  many  of 
those  unfortunate  persons  there  were  to  be  pro- 
vided for?  Another  question  was,  bow  many  9f 
those  persons  properly  belonged  to  the  different 
States,  and  were  not  residents  of  the  District? 
These  were  very  material  questions,  inasmuch  as 
the  main  argument  referred  to  the  fact  that  most 
of  the  persons  for  whom  the  bill  proposed  to  pro- 
vide were  not  residents  of  this  District,' but  were 
transient  visitors,  drawn  here  b^  the  action  of  the 
Govern'meiit.  He  again  submitted  these  ques- 
tions, and  desired  that  the  Senator  [Mr.  Miller] 
would  state  what  was  the  aggregate  number  of 
those  persons,  and  the  proportion  of  them  who 
were  not  residents  of  the  District  ? 

Mr.  MILLER  said  he  would  give  the  gentle- 
man and  the  Senate  all  the  information  he  had  in 
relation  to  this  subject.  There  were,  he  under- 
stood, twenty-five  pauper  lunatics  who  had  been 
declared  such  by  the  authorities  in  the  District, 
under  the  act  of  Congress.  He  had  learned  from 
the  marshal  of  the  IHslrict,  as  the  best  source  of 
information,  that  out  of  the  number  provided  for 
by  Congress  in  the  Baltimore  asylum,  fifteen 
were  not  natives  or  residents  of  this  District; 
that  they  were  brought  here  either  on  business 
(onnected  with  Congress,  or  came  for  otfier  pur- 
poses. They  had  all,  however,  been  declared 
lunatics  within  the  District,  under  the  act  of  Con- 
{ress. 

Mr.  M.  then  proceeded  at  some  length  to  show 
the  necessity  which  existed  for  the  establishment 
of  an  institution  of  this  kind' at  the  seat  of  Qov- 
ernment;  referring,  in  support  of  his  argument, 
to  the  attempt  made  by  a  lunatic  lo  aaseusinate 
the  President  of  the  United  Stales,  to  explain  the 
reason  why  such  an  institution  WQuld  necessarily 
require  a  larger  appropriation  for  its  support,  in 
proportion  to  the  population  of  the  District,  than 
similar  establishments  in  the  States  would  re- 
quire, regarded  in  the  same  point  of  view. 

When  this  bill  was  before  the  Senate  some 
days  ago,  the  Senator  from  Ohio  [Mr.  AlijinI 
baa  remarked  that  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  a  kind 
of  scheme  for  money-getting.  Now  be  wished  to 
relieve  tlie  bill,  and  those  concerned  in  it,  from 
any  such  imputation.  If  it  was  a  moocy-geuing 
bill,  he  confessed  it  was  the  poorest  contrivance 
for  that  purpose  that  was  ever  conceived  by  man. 
Who  was  to^t  money  by  it?  the  siewaro?  the 
officers?  the  inspeetors?  The  whole  salary  only 
amounted  to  |l,350,  to  be  under  the  control  of 
the  President.  Would  this  be  a  money-making 
affair  to  any  of  the  persons  concerned  in  the  in* 
stitution?  Certainly  the  physicians  would  not  find 
it  a  very  lucrative  business:  for,  of  all  men  in  the 
world,  none  were  so  poorly  paid  for  their  services 
as  the  physicians  of  lunatic  aaylums;  and  if  it 
were  not  lor  that  philanthropy  which  did  honor 
to  the  profession — if  mere  salary  were  any  con- 
sideratioa — the  office  would  not  be  performed. 
What  did  the  bill  propose  to  do  ?  To  hire  three 
inspectors,  at  a  salary  of  1350  per  annum;  a  phy- 
sician, at  a  salary  of  i^OO;  the  steward,  at  $500; 
and  this  man  was  to  live  in  the  building,  and  sup- 
port a  family  on  his  salary.  Was  this  money- 
getting?  Congress  wascalled  upon  by  its  previous 
icgislstion — by  its  duty  to  itself,  by  every  motive 
/f  humanity — to  make  this  appropriation.  He 
would  hold  the  strings  of  the  public  purse  with 
as  strong  a  grasp  as  any  man,  lo  protect  it  from 
rapacity;  but  he  would  open  it  as  wide  as  charity 
itself,  to  protect  and  cherish  destitute  persons 
thrown  upon  the  mercy  of  Congress — the  only 
source  from  which,  in  this  instance,  they  could 
*xp«ct  to  derive  aid.    He  hoped,  therefore,  that 
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the  bill  would  meet  with  the  favorable  eonsider- 
atioB  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  AL^EN  said  there  was  no  member  of  the 
Senate  that  would  not  readily  accord  with  the 
charitable  sentiments  just  expressed  by  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  New  Jersey.  But  the  ques- 
tion was  not  one  of  charity ;  it  was,  who  is  to  pay 
for  this  lunatic  asylum,  and  on  whom  did  the 
obligation  rest  to  defray  theexpenses  of  it?  Was 
it  the  nation,  or  the  District  of  Columbia?  The 
honorable  gentleman  aaid  it  was  not  a  money- 
getting  concern;  but  he  would  ask  what  was  said 
when  the  bill  to  convert  the  old  jail  into  an  asy- 
lum waa  under  consideration  in  this  Senate  two 
years  ago.  Ten  thousand  dollars  were  then 
sought  and  granted  to  enable  the  Government  to 
fit  up  that  building  for  the  reception  of  the  afflicted 
and  unfortunate;  and  now,  if  it  is  asked  how  that 
sum  has  been  expended,  the  answer  is,  that  it 
has  provided  accommodation  for  twenty-five  pa- 
tients. 

Mr.  MILLER.  The  building,  as  now  fitted 
up,  will  accommodate  from  seventy-five  to  one 
hundred  persons. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  that  made  but  little  differ- 
ence. It  was  only  two  years  since  the  last  ap- 
propriation of  110,0'JO,  and  now  a  further  appro- 
priation of  a  like  amount  was  demanded  to  make 
the  first  available,  with  an  addition  to  cover  ar- 
rearages. What  was  the  prospect  ?  That  of  an 
increased  demand  every  year.  No  proclamation 
of  charity,  he  contended,  could  justify  Senators 
in  allowing  trespasses  on  the  public  money.  It 
was  their  duty  to  look  carefully  to  those  who,  at 
alt  times  and  in  all  places,  are  found  ready  to  sink 
their  arms  to  the  elbow  in  the  long  purse  of  the 
Treasury,  and  to  prevent  their  doing  so.  -The 
people  of  the  District  of  Columbia  should  be  bound 
to  take  care  of  their  own  afflicted,  the  same  as 
every  Slate  in  the  Union  was  bound  to  do.  The 
bill  Itself  contained  an  answer  to  the  only  argu- 
ment advanced  in  its  iavor,  in  providing  for  the 
return  of  the  afflicted  patients  found  within  the 
District  to  the  States  to  which  they  belong.  Was 
it  reasonable  to  aak  for  an  appropriation  for  their 
support,  when  there  was  an  express  provision  for 
their  being  sent  to  the  States  they  belonged  to? 
To  show  that  the  appropriation  required  was  ex- 
cessive, MV.  A.  quoted  from  the  ofncisl  report  of 
the  superintendent  of  the  insane  asylum  in  Ohio, 
showing  the  annual  grant  from  the  State  Legis- 
lature for  Bupportof  tuatinstitution  to  be  (14,000; 
which,  with  $3,300  from  other  sources,  made  up 
its  yearly  iacame.  Thus  the  Slate  of  Ohio,  with 
a  population  of  two  million,  aupported  an  insti- 
tution which,  for  magnificence  of  structure,  clean- 
liness of  interior,  regularity  of  management,  or 
provision  for  the  health  and  comfort  of  its  unfor- 
tunate inmates, could  not  be  surpassed,  at  an  an- 
nual expenditure  of  $14,000;  while  the  District  of 
Columbia,  with  a  population  of  forty-three  thou- 
sand perspna,  asks  $5,000  per  year  for  the  same 
purpose.  If,  under  the  proposed  bill,  the  people 
of  the  District  of  Columbia  did  their  duty,  they 
would  send  to  their  different  States  all  the  tuna- 
tics  not  banafid^  residents  of  the  District;  and,  by 
doing  so,  they  would  reduce  ihe  number  from 
twenty-five  to  five  or  six.  It  was  not  tod  much 
to  premise  they  would  do  their  duty;  and  if  so, 
they  would,  according  to  this  bill,  aak  Congress 
to  support  the  remaining  five  or  six  at  the  mod- 
erate rate  of  $1,000  per  head;  and  this  they  would 
do  while  Ohio  was  supporting  her  insane  patients 
at  $96  per  head.  Grant  Ihe  sum  now  asked  for, 
and  double  the  amount  would  be  looked  for  next 
year,  and  so  on  mtHf^finitum;  for,  when  the  neigh- 
boring Statea  found  the  Government  so  liberal,  it 
was  not  to  be  doubled  that  they  would  lake  ad- 
vantage of  that  liberality  by  sending  as  many  of 
their  own  afflicted  into  tlie  Oisirict  as  they  could 
get  there.  The  bill  proposed  for  the  care  of 
twenty-five  patients  and  twenty  attendants  — 
nearly  one  to  each. 

Mr.  MILLER  said  the  family  of  the  steward, 
who  would  live  on  the  premises,  was  included  in 
the  twenty  persons  counted  in  the  «stimAte— .all 
reckoned  at  $75  per  head  for  support. 


Mr.  ALLEN  said  it  amounted  to  the  same 
thing,  the  only  difference  being  that  families  were 
to  be  provided  for.  Hethought,  when  there  were  ' 
so  many  excuses  to  get  money  from  the  public 
Treasury  expended  in  Ihe  District,  and  when  an 
applicanon  for  a  dollar  to  remove  river  obstruc- 
tions, that  caused  a  frightful  annual  loss  of  life 
and  property,  was  sure  to  be  met  with  a  cry  of 
reform  and  retrenchment,  members  of  the  Senate 
should  look  carefully  into  it.  As  to  himself,  ez> 
eept  the  appropriation  was  reduced,  and  that 
considerably,  he  would  vote  against  the  bill,  and 
continue  to  vote  against  similar  measures  intro> 
duced  hereafter. 

Mr.  MERRICK  said  there  was  not  the  slight- 
est danger  lo  apprehend  that  the  passing  of  the 
bill  would  occasion  any  increase  of  insane  sub- 
jects in  the  District.  The  neighboring  States  of 
Maryland,  Virginia,  and  Pennsylvania,  had  in- 
stitutions  for  the  cure  of  their  own  afflicted;  and 
those  are  not  going  to  be  abolished.  As  to  the 
amount  of  appropriation  complained  of,  the  Sen- 
ator from  Ohio  should  recollect  the  difference  of 
prices  between  his  State  and  the  District.  There 
all  necessaries  of  life  were  cheap  in  the  extreme; 
while  here,  and  in  the  adjoining  country,  those 
articles  were  comparatively  (tear.  He  also  pointed 
out  Ihe  expense  of  sending  lunatics  to  their  home 
— for  instance,  a  raving  man  to  Ohio;  his  ex- 
penses, with  that  of  a  care-keeper,  should  be  paid 
there,  and  the  ekpenses  of  the  keeper  back. 

Mr.  ALLEN  did  not  consider  the  explanation 
of  the  Senator  fk-om  Maryland  at  all  satisfactory; 
and  went  on  to  show  that  ii  was  unconstitutional 
for  the  Government  so  to  favor  the  District  by 
the  appropriation  in  its  behalf  of  the  public  mo- 
neys. Too  much  had  been  done  for  it;  and  when 
Congress  paid  the  debt  of  the  DisiricE,  it  would 
have  been  equally  justified  in  assuming  and  pay- 
ing off  the  debt  of  the  Slate  of  New  York. 

Mr.  MERRICK  said  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Ohio  took  an  erroneous  view  of  the  reason* 
that  led  Congress  to  assume  the  debt  of  the  Dis- 
trict. It  was  from  a  convjction  that,  in  fooi 
faith,  it  was  due  by  the  United  States  to  the  Dis- 
trict. Government  owns  here  a  large  and  valu- 
able  property,  which,  if  taxed  by  the  authorities 
the  same  as  their  own  property  was  taxed,  would 
leave  Government,  after  taking  credit  for  all  ap- 
propriations, deeply  indebted  to  the  District. 

Mr.  ALLEN.  The  expenditures  of  Govern'- 
ment  within  the  District  were  more  than  equiva- 
lent for  any  benefit  that  the  District  could  derive 
from  taxes  on  Government  property.  Remove 
the  sest  of  Government,  and  Washington  would 
become  a  wilderness;  the  foxes  would  burrow  on 
Capitol  Hill. 

Mr.  MILLER  inquired  how  many  pauper  hi- 
natica  were  supported  in  the  institution  in  Ohio? 

Mr.  ALLEN  was  not  prepared  to  state  tbs 
number  of  paupers;  the  whole  number  was  one 
hundred  arxi  forty-five. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  was  opposed  to  the  clause 

ving  to  three  inspectors  a  salary  of  $356  each. 

e  thought  it  a  reflection  on  the  character  of  the 
District,  which  said  they  could  not  get  three  in- 
dividuals of  character  who  would  perform  the 
duties  of  inspectors  for  charity.  If  there  should 
be  hired  inspectors,  he  thought  they  should  be 
paid  a  salary  sufficient  to  make  them  faithful  to 
their  truat.  He  believed  the  lunatic  asylum  would 
be  a  curse  and  not  a  blessing  to  the  District.  He 
would  move  that  that  portion  of  the  bill  providing 
for  the  payment  of  inspectors  be  stricken  out. 

Mr.  MILLER  thought  that  where  labor  was 
required  to  be  performed  honestly,  it  waa  neces- 
sary lo  have  some  hold  on  the  responsibility  of 
the  person  performing  it;  and  this  could  only  be 
done  by  giving  compensation.  The  inspectors 
under  this  bill  would,  with  other  general  duties, 
be  required  to  meet  once  a  fortnight,  to  examine 
and  regulnte  all  accounts  of  expenditure,  &c.,  and 
to  prepare  a  faithful  yearly  report  for  the  inform- 
ation of  Congress.  The  bill  only  provided  for  a 
yedr,  and  then,  if  the  duties  were  not  well  per- 
formed. Congress  has  the  remtdy  in  its  own 
b«ads. 
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Mr.  Hatwood's  amendment  was  then  put,  but 
did  not  prevail. 

The  qut'tlion  tliat  this  bill  be  cngroned  for  a 
tlfird  reading,  was  then  put. 

The  yeas  and  nays  wore  then  called  for;  when 
there  appeared — yeas  29,  nays  13;  as  follows; 

YEAS— MesuK.  ArcllL-r,  D.irrnw,  Bali;»,  Onyanl,  Bfr- 
rini,  Clioalif,  Cliijrtoii,  Itajrinii,  Bvaiii,  Fivut,  Fulinn, Jar- 
uatfiii,  KiiiK.  Mansiiiii,  Merrick,  Miller,  Mnn'lioKd,Pearce, 
I'hflpx,  I'nrter,  Riv^h,  Scvitr,  Biniiiioiv,  Stiirj^cnii,  Tall- 
mailii-,  Upliuiii,  tFalkiT,  VVtxiilhriilifc,  anil  Wri.iilbury— 99. 

NAY:^— M.iiwra.  Alli-lr,  Archimiil,  Alllcrton,  Uagby,  Ben- 
ton, Rremr,  C'iili|iilit,  FairA'ld,  Ilaiiiirfsn,  Uaynoiid,  lla- 
g«r,  'J'appaii,  ami  VVriglil—  13. 

Mr.  DERRIEN  moved  the  postponement  of 
the  previous  order,  so  thai  a  bill  for  ehangine  (he 
time  for  holding  courts  in  Clarksburg  and  Wheel- 
ing, in  the  district  of  Virginia,  might  be  taken  up 
aa  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  motion  having  been  agreed  to,  and  the  bill 
read, 

Mr.  SEVIER  said  that  last  spring  one  of  tb* 
judges  was  not  able,  in  consequence  of  the  difti- 
culiies  of  traveling  at  that  season,  to  reach  the 
court  in  Arkansas  at  the  time  appointed  for  open- 
ing it;  and  he  moved,  therefore,  as  an  amend- 
ment, that  the  second  Monday  in  April  be  sub- 
stituted for  the  fourth  Mondny  in  March,  as  the 
time  for  holding  the  United  States  court  in  that 
Slate. 

The  amendment  waseoncurscd  in;  and  the  bill 
having  gone  through  the  necessary  stages,  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

ADJOURNME.NT  OVER. 
On  motion,  it  was  agreed  that  when  the  Senate 
adjourned  it  would  adjourn  till  Monday  next. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATIONS. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  temport  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  communication  from  tlie  War  Depart- 
ment, in  reply  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  con- 
cerning the  erection  of  Furt  Wayne  on  the  site 
heretofore  selected  fur  that  purpose,  on  the  Ark- 
ansas frontier;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

He  also  laid  before  the  Senate  a  communica- 
tion from  tite  Presidentof  the  United  States,  trans- 
mitting, in  compliance  with  a  resolutinif  of  the 
Senate  of  the  9ib  of  January,  reports  from  the 
Secretaries  of  Stale  and  War,  giving  information 
of  the  number  of  Indians  living  in  the  limiu  of 
the  United  Slates  who  receive  pensions  or  annui- 
ties from  the  British  Government;  which  was  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

Also,  a  message  from  Uie  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  transmitting  a  report  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Mavy ,  in  compliance  with  a  rrsolulinn 
of  the  Seiule  of  January  Slat,  sbtiwing  what 
would  be  the  additional  cost  .of  employing  the 
home  squadron  in  cruising  between  the  port  of 
New  Orleans  and  the  Island  of  Cuba,  du.;  which 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

EXECUTIVE  SESSION. 

On  motion,  tlic  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consid- 
eration of  executive  business;  and,  after  a  short 
time  spent  tlierein,  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
FaiDAT,  Februarn  9,  1844. 

The  Journal  ofyesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  the  first  business 
in  order  to  be  the  resolution  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  desired  permission  to  present 
a  petition  upon  a  subject  upon  which  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  had  made  a  report,  and  upon 
which  he  had  been  called  before  that  committee 
to  give  testimony,  in  order  that  the  petition  and 
the  report  might  be  printed  together. 

Objection  being  made, 

Mr.  HAMLIN  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rules,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  present  the  peti- 
tion, and  move  that  it  be  printeii;  which  motion 
was  negatived;  and  the  House  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  the  order  of  the  day. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  being  entitled  to  the  floor, 
proceeded  to  address  the  House,  His  right  to 
his  seat  upon  this  floor  being  involved  in  the  de- 
cision of  this  question,  it  devolved  upon  him  to 
undertake,and,  if  possible, demonstrate  iherigh't- 
fulness  of  his  titlis.  Ho  could  not  be  induced  to 
retain  his  seat,  apd  to  exercise  the  high  functiona 


which  appertained  to  him  as  a  member  of  that  ; 
House  for  a  single  day,  if  he  believed  that  ihe  ! 
people  who  sent  him  there  had  no  right  to  elect 
mcmbera  to  Congress,  and  tliat  a  majority  of 
their  voice*  had  not  called  him  to  the  situation  he 
held.  The  Constitution  made  this  House  the 
jud^  of  the  qualification,  election,  and  returns 
of  Its  members. 

The  members  of  this  House,  then,  were  the 
sole  judg:es  oflhequnstinn  now  before  them;  and 
from  their  decision  lay  no  appeal.  Beingjudges 
of  the  question,  they  ou<;ht  to  approach  it  with 
coolness,  and  endeavor  to  l.iy  aaide  the  garb  of 
tlie  partisan,  and  not  seek  to  make  political  cap- 
ital out  of  it.  A  great  right  was  involved — the 
dearest  right  of  freemen— the  right  of  represent- 
aiion — the  right  to  have  a  voice  in  the  making  of 
those  la#s  by  which  they  were  to  be  governed; 
lliat  right  was  involved  in  the  decision  of  litis 
question,  ami  the  people's  Representatives  shoulli 
us  slow  to  tamper  with  such  a  right 

Mr.  T.  then  entered  inf  'n  argument  to  show 
that  Congress  had  not  the  power  to  compel  th* 
States  10  irgislate  in  reference  to  the  regulation  of 
their  elections;  and  that  if  Cnnt;reas,  under  the 
authority  conferred  upon  it  by  the  Constitution, 
look  any  step  in  the  matter.  Us  action  must  be 
complete,  or  else  it  was  inoperative.  What  was 
ihequesiion  nnwbeforethe  House?  PourSiairs — 
f)eorgia.  New  Hampshire,  Missouri,  and  Mis- 
sissippi— had,  under  their  election  taws,  which 
1  rescribed  the  time,  places,  and  niannerofholding 
their  elections,  ngieeably  to  the  wishes  and  views 
of  the  peop|p>  sent  Representatives  to  Congress. 
There  were  three  parties  to  this  contest — the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  ihe  Legislatures  of  the 
Slates,  and  the  people.  The  people  possessed  the 
inherent  right  of  representation ;  and  it  was  a  most 
clear«onstruciion,  that  where  there  v  ere  conflict- 
ing alatutes,  they  must  be  so  construed  as,  if  pos- 
sible, not  to  deftiat  the  ri^t.  The  right  which 
the  (leople  had  was  to  have  a  voice  in  ;^ie  making 
of  laws  by  which  they  were  to  be  governed.  The 
people  had  an  election  system  by  which  their 
elections  had  been  held.  He  would  not  now  dis- 
cuss Ihe  point  whether  the  Legislatures  of  the 
Stales  were  bound  to  conform  °to  the  legislation  of 
Congress  or  not.  They  did  not  conform;  they 
did  noi  intend  to  be  defeated  or  deprived  of  the 
right  of  representation;  and,  as  was  said  by  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  if  a  statute  were  in  its 
terms  impossible  to  be  complied  with,  it  was  of 
no  sort  of  force  or  validity.  In  this  case  the  peo- 
ple could  not  conform  to  the  act  of  Congress;  and 
this  he  held  to  be  a  sufficient  answer  tp  the  argu- 
ment of  those  who  contend  that  Congress  may 
exercise  legislative  power  to  a  certain  extent,  and 
leave  the  remainder  untouched,  and  call  upon  the 
States  to  carry  out  and  complete  the  enactment, 
and  then  to  comply  with  it  in  all  its  particulars. 
If  anything  was  clearly  established,  It  was  that 
Congress  having  the  superior  poirer,  if  they  take 
upon  themselves  the  exercise  of  it,  must  exercise 
it  in  such  a  wajras  not  to  defeat,  but  to  secure, 
the  right  of  representation.  This  point  had  been 
so  ably  argued  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
that  he  netrd  not  dwell  upon  it. 

If  Congress  had  the  pn«^r  contended  for,  he 
could  only  say  it  had  been  exercised  most  impru- 
dently. Suppose  the  Representatives  of  these 
four  States  were  rejected :  the  people  who  elected 
them  would  probably  send  them  back,  and  again 
call  upon  Congress  to  admit  them  to  their  seats; 
I  and.what  would  then  be  the  course  taken  by  this 
House }  Would  they  persist  in  the  stand  they 
had  taken,  and  occasion  a  dismemberment  of  the 
Union  ?  This  would  be  the  inevitable  result.  It 
seemed  to  him  that  they  were  compelled  to  admit 
that  these  members  were  entitled  to  their  seats. 
It  was  said  that  the  act  of  Congress  was  nomsn- 
dointu  to  the  States;  and  vet,  if  they  do  not  com- 
ply with  it,  it  was  saia  their  Representatives 
were  not  entitled  to  their  seats.  If  it  were  not  a 
mandamus,  it  must  be  just  what  the  President  of 
the  United  States  said  it  was  when  he  signed  it, 
namely,  that  it  was  an  act  merely  advisory  and 
recommendatory  in  its  terms;  and,  without  this 
construction,  it  never  would  have  had  a  place  I 
among  your  statutes.  Mr.  T.  then  referred  to 
the  powers  of  Congress  upon  various  subjecu 
analogous  to  the  one  under  consideration,  and 
argued  that  in  all  these  cases  Congress  was  bound,' 
if  they  look  action  at  all,  to  carry  out  and  perfect 
tkat  action,  or  else  their  proceedings  would  be  a 


mere  nullity.  It  would  be  no  more, at  ollevenu, 
than  a  mere'  advisement  or  recommeiulation  to 
the  States. 

He  took  for  granted  that  the  right  of  represent- 
ation was  a  rigTit  which  characterizes  every  free 
Government.  Just  in  proportion  as  this  right 
was  secured  to  a  people,  in  that  proportion  lib- 
erty eottid  be  said  to  exist.  Why  was  the  Rus- 
sian a  slave?  He  possessed  no  right  of  repre- 
sentation. He  mi^ht  be  contented,  prosperoas, 
nay,  even  happy  in  his  condition;  weanng  the 
trappings  of  his  lord  and  master,  he  might  even 
be  proud  of  his  condition;  but  he  was  neverthe- 
less a  slave.  He  coul  J  not  participate  in  makiif 
the  laws  by  which  his  rights  were  to  be  determ- 
ined. What  was  the  great  distinguishfng  differ- 
ence between  a  slave  and  a  freeman }  It  was  that 
the  one  had  a  voice  in  the  making  of  laws  by 
which  he  himself  should  be  governed,  and  the 
other  had  no  such  right.  He  conceived,  then, 
that  the  right  of  representation  was  the  dearest 
boon  of  freemen,  and  should  be  jealously  cher- 
ished. 

How  often  is  the  complaint  heard  in  the  dif- 
ferent Legislatures  that  tne  districts  are  not  mads 
in  eonforniity  with  the  wishes  of  the  people? 
Once  begin  and  tamper  with  the  subject,  and  ac- 
knnwIeiJgR  that  Congress  can  districuthe  States, 
and  the  party  that  is  defeated  in  any  State  will 
petition  Congress  to  disiriet^t  anew.  If  Congress 
could  do  this,  it  contd  district  one  Slate,  andhavs 
another  undistricted;  and  in  the  hands  of  a  cor- 
rupt party  here,  having  the  control  of  this  and 
the  other  House  and  the  presidential  chair,  wh(t 
corruption  might  not  grow  up  f  Could  they  not 
lay  off  the  districts,  and  give  to  one  ten  memben, 
and  to  another  of  cqnal  size  only  one  ?  It  c6uld 
not  have  escaped  the  minds  of  those  who  attended 
this  convention,  if  they  supposed  that  Congress 
would  ever  claim  this  power,  that  its  exercise 
wotfld  produce  these  tremendous  conseqoeoee*. 
Had  they  supposed  that  such  would  be  the  resuln, 
they  would  have  taken  the  alarm,  and  stricken 
the  power  from  the  Constitution.  Bat  howdij 
the  States  derive  the  power  of  districting  ?  He 
held  that  the  first  clause  of  the  second  section  of 
thefirartarticleof  theConstitution  gave  that  power 
by  declaring,  that  the  House  of  Representatives 
shall  con'sist  of  members  to  be  chosen  every  sec- 
ond year  by  the  people  of  the  States;  and  that 
when  any  one  meinber  is  elected  from  aState,h* 
is  the  Representative — not  of  a  portioa  of  Ihe 
State,  but  of  the  whole  State.  That  being  the 
case,  what  power  has  the  Legislature  to'  lay  off 
the  Slate  into  districts  ?  It  was  done  on  the  prin- 
ciple that  all  having  equal  powers,  the  Legisla- 
ture may  so  lay  off  the  Stale  aa  to  suit  the  eon- 
venionce  of  all  the  people  of  the  State.  Having, 
as  he  hoped,  made  himself  understood  on  this 
point,  he  would  proceed  to  another.  He  would 
agree  that  if  the  Slates  derived  the  pfiwer  of  dis- 
tricting from  the  fourth  section  of  the  Constiia- 
lion.  Congress  had  the  right  to  do  it  under  the 
same  section.  He  held  that  they  had  not  the 
right  fnim  that  section,  but  that  they  held  it  by 
the  article  of  the  amendmenia  reserving  to  the 
States  and  the  people  thereof  the  rights  notEranted 
to  the  Government,  and  by  the  principle  of  agree- 
ment between  the  Legislatures  aifd  the  people,  by 
which  they  may  district  the  States  to  suit  ihs 
conveiiience  of  the  latter.  He  denied  that  the 
four  States  had  shown  any  ftctioua  opposition  to 
the  law;  it  was  impossible  for  them  to  obey  it, 
and  Congress  had  no  right  to  require  it  of  them. 
The  gentleman  from  Alabama,  [Mr.  BcLiil,] 
asked  what  would  be  the  consequence  if  the  large 
Sutes  should  adopt  the  general-ticket  system. 

He  looked  upon  such  a  measure  as  most  disas- 
trous and  ruinous  to  the  small  Slates.  Now,  he 
looked  upon  it  as  far  more  dangerous  to  them, 
ihat  a  corrupt  maioriiy  here  ahouM  have  the 
power  to  district  the  Stales  at  pleasure;  and  if 
they  should  adopt  the  principle  that  Congress  may 
instruct  or  command  the  States,  where  was  it  to 
end.'  In  conclusion,  Mr.  T.  said  Ihat,  Congress 
having  discharged  its  duty  imperfectly,  their  set 
was  null  and  void;  and,  as  a  consequence,  the 
members  from  the  four  States  were  entitled  to 
their  seals.  Congress,  he  thought,  had  no  right 
to  prescribe  to  the  States;  and  all  it  could  do  was 
to  designate  the  time  when,  and  the  place  where, 
the  elections  are  to  be  held. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  observed  that  he  was  aware 
that  the  House  was  wearied  with  this  subject; 
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aodiM  so  much  time  Imd  already  been  occupied 
with  it,  1)6  should  be  brief,  and  should  endeavor 
to  confine  bimaeir  sirirtly  to  the  question  before 
the  House.  The  gentleman  who  had  just  con- 
cluded his  remarks,  advanced  the  opinion  that 
it  never  was  intended  by  the  fourth  section  of 
the  first  article  of  the  Constitution  to  confer  the 
power  ofdislricting  the  States  on  Congress.  It 
sKcmed  to  him  that  the  gentleman,  and  all  those 
who  occupied  the  same  ground,  were  forced  to 
this  position.  Now,  Jie  contended  that  the  power 
was  given  to  Congress  by  this  article;  and  to 

grove  this,  Mr.  S.  quoted  the  opinions  of  Mr. 
ladison  in  the  convention. 
The  gentleman  made  another  remark  that  be 
niust  notice:  he  said  that  if  he  believed  the  law 
was  constitutional  and  binding,  he  would  not  take 
his  seal  here.  Now,  he  held  differently.  He  lieh] 
ihat  the  law  was  constitutional;  yet  he  would  take 
and  retain  liis  seat  here  so  long  as  the  House 
would  permit  him  to  do  so.  He  had  been  asked 
by  gentlemen  how  he  could  maintain  this  posi- 
tion; and  his  reply  was,  that  the  question  was 
not  for  him  to  decide;  the  Constitution  had  con- 
stituted this  House  the  tribunal  to  adjudicate  it; 
and  to  tiutt  tribunal  it  was  his  duty  to  leave  it. 
He  would  not  set  up  his  judgment  in  opposition 
to  that  of  the  tribunal  designated  by  the  Consti- 
tution. Believing  the  law  to  be  cotistiturional, 
he  would  not  violate  it,  but  would  aland  here  to 
support  and  defend  it  to  the  utmost  of  his  ability; 
and  if  he  could  convince  the  House  to-day  that 
the  members  returned  from  tiie  four  Stales  whidi 
elected  by  general  ticket  were  not  entitled  to  their 
■eats,  it  would  be  his  pleasure  to  do  so.  Not- 
withatanding  be  held  these  opinions,  he  believed 
he  had  a  right  to  take  his  s««l  here;  and  he  also 
believed  that  he  bad  a  right  to  vote  on  all  the 
questions  that  oiigbtcome  before  the  House.  He 
could  not  be  precluded  from  voting  on  this  ques- 
tion, any  more  than  the  other  members  migbt  be 
precluded  from  voting  on  the  question  whether 
the  electioDB  held  under  the  district  system  were 
valid.  He  might  raise  the  queatiuo  wlieilier  the 
members  elected  by  the  district  system  were  en- 
titled to  their  seats;  and  he  asked.ir  every  indi- 
vidual here  would  not  liave  the  right,  and  be 
bound  by  his  oath,  to  vote  on  it?  The<(uestion 
bod  been  stated  by  the  gentieoian  from  Indiana 
the  other  dajr,  to  be  a  parly  one;  at  least,  the 
gentleman  said  that  when  the  question  should 
come  up,  all  the  members  6f  the  Denocratic 
party  wsakl  vote  one  way,  and  those  of  the  op- 
posite |>srty  the  other.  For  his  part,  he  was 
glad  to  see  that  it  was  not  a  party  question,  and 
several  gentlemen  of  the  Democisiic  parly  were 
in  favor  of  the  constitutionality  of  the  law.  It 
was  true  that  a  majority  of  those  opposed  to  the 
law  were  oftlkc  Democratic  party,  but  the  meas- 
ure was  originally  introduced  bv  a  member  of 
that  party,  [Mr.  Campbell,)  and  he  was  glad  to 
find  that  in  the  settlement  of  this  great  eonslilu- 
Uonal  question,  the  two  parties  were  not  arrayed 
•gainst  each  other.  He  would  here  take  occasion 
to  reply  to  a  remark  made  by  his  colleague  the 
other  day,  that  in  ihe  State  of  Geor|(ia  both  par- 
ties were  in  favor  of  the  general  ticket  system. 
He  begged  leave,  respectfully,  to  difier  with  his 
colleague;  fur  so  far  as  his  observation  extended, 
be  was  satisfied  that  a  majority  of  the  people  of 
that  State  were  in  favor  of  the  district  system. 
Mr.  S.  here  noticed  the  act  of  the  Democratic 
Legislature  districting  the  State,  which  was  ve- 
toed by  the  Governor,  and  the  state  of  parties  in 
relation  to  this  question. 

He  then  proceeded  to  discuss  the  eoastilution- 
alily  of  this  law  of  Coni>ress.    He  contended  l^at 
Cotteress  had  a  full  and  absolute  power— a  pow- 
er, the  exercise  of  which  depended  on  no  contin- 
gency— to  district  the  Staler.    This  power  was 
ecHiferred  by  tlie  clause  of  the  Constitution  which 
Ikad  been  relied  on  throughout  this  debate;  and, 
as  oolemp«lraneous  exposition  had  been  referred 
to,  he  affirmed  that  such  exposition  also  sup- 
ported his  views  of  this  question^     He  quoted 
authorities  to  show  that  an  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  was  proposed  by  a  Stale  conven- 
tion, so  as  to  limit  the  exercise  of  this  power  by 
Congress,  but  it  was  negatived;  and  the  whole 
case  showed  clearly  that  it  was  then  understood 
that  Congress   possessed   the  absolute   powrer. 
Mr.  Madison,  who  must  be  supposed  to  have 
known  what  was  meant  by  the  Constitution,  so 
understood  it.    It  was  admitted  that'  Congress 


possessed  the  power;  but  it  was  said  that  if  Con- 
gress acted  at  all,  it  must  exercise  a  complete 
power,  and  must  go  into  detail.  He  went  on  to 
reply  to  his  colleague  [Mr.  Cobb]  on  this  point, 
and  instanced  many  alterations  of  statutes  which 
were  effected  without  repealing  the  statutes  al- 
tered. He  also  quoted  the  language  of  Mr.  Mad- 
ison on  this  point,  who  understood  tliat  general 
flowers  were  conferred  on  Congress,  and  partic- 
ar  powers  on  the  State  Legislatures.  His  col- 
league had  contended  that,  if  Congress  exercised 
its  power  on  this  subject,  it  must  siifiply  some- 
thing for  lhat  which  it  displaced.  To  this  he 
replied  that  Congress  had,  in  the  exercise  of  its 
general  powers,  as  described  by  Mr.  Madison, 
supplied  the  district  system  for  the  general-ticket 
system,  on  which  the  State  Legislatures  were  to 
exercise  their  particular  powers.  He  illustrated 
Ilia  position  in  various  ways;  and  then  went  on 
to  contend  that  Congress  might  exercise  powers 
which  would  require  legislative  action  on  tlic  part 
of  the  Stales  to  secure  to  the  people  of  the  Suites 
their  rights. 

Suppose  Congress  had  regulated  the  naturaliza- 
tion laws  for  all  the  States;  suppose  they  had 
declared  that  no  individual  should  bo  naturalized 
in  Georgia  without  a  residence  of  four  years: 
could  an  individual,  in  such  case,  be  naturalized 
there  without  complying  with  that  law,  unless 
the  State  Legiskture  should  act  upon  the  subject? 

There  were  one  or  two  other  doctrines  in  the 
report  of  the  committee,  to  which  he  wished  to 
allude,  and  he  did  so  to  show  the  extravagance 
of  that  report.  Mr.  S.  here  read  a  portion  of  the 
report.  He  would  ask  if  the  passsge  of  the  dis- 
tricting clause  of  the  apportionment  act  had  en- 
tirely uprooted  the  whole  system  of  legislation  in 
the  States?  Did  not  their  Legislatures  assemble 
every  year  as  before?  Had  this  law  any  such 
operation  .as  ihat  stated  ?  He  referred  to  thedoe- 
trinea  of  Mr.  Madison, upon  State  rights  and  the 
powers  of  Congress;  and  declared  that  he  held 
similar  opinions  to  those  promulgated  by  that  dis- 
tinguislied  man.  He  held  that  all  power  eman- 
ates from  the  people;  and  the  Will  of  each  portie- 
uhtr  portion  of  the  people  should  be  declared  and 
have  its  due  weight.  Let  the  doctrine  be  once 
established,  that  minoritiessliould  be  represented; 
lei  the  majority  vacillate  from  one  side  to  the 
other  in  succession,  snd  let' the  legislation  of  a 
country  roll  snd  cock  from  one  side  to  the  other, 
and  the  Government  must  fall.  Your  men  of 
power  could  never  stand  these  repeated  surges. 
It  was  another  remark  of  Mr.  Madison  lhat  a 
patriotic  people  ought  to  impose  checks  upon 
themselves,  to  suanT  against  inese  ebullitions  of 
feeling.  "  If,  said  Mr.  Madison;  "  the  people 
of  Greece  had  been  governed  by  this  principle, 
tliey  would  have  been  relieved  from  the  humili- 
ating spectacle  of  voting  the  hemlock  oo  one  day, 
lUid  a  statute  on  another,  to  the  same  individual." 
He  wished,  as  far  m  he  was  able,  to  save  the 
people  of  this  eountrv  from  such  a  condition. 

Mr.A.V.  BROWN  nextaddressed  the  House. 
It  would  be  remembered  that,  at  an  early  period 
of  the  session,  he  hsd  introduced  a  bill  propos- 
ing to  repeal  the  second  section  of  the  apportion- 
ment law,  which  was  the  subject  of  this  discus- 
sion. The  subject  was  identical,  and  the  argu- 
ments must  neoessarily  be  the  same;  and  when 
this  debate  came  to  an  end,  be  intended  to  move 
the  adoption  of  that  bill,  in  order  that  the  ques- 
tion might  be  settled  at  one  and  the  same  time. 
Standing  in  responsible  connection  with  both 
these  measures,  he  trusted  he  would  be  excused 
by  the  House  for  participating  in  this  debate,  yet 
he  was  free  to  declare  that,  if  he  entertained  the 
opinion  which  had  just  been  advanced  by  the 
gentleman  from  Georgiai  and  if  he  stood  in  the 
situation  of  that  gentleman  in  regard  to  this  ques- 
tion— if  he  entertained  the  opinion  that  he  had 
no  right  upon  that  fioor — that  he  was  not  legally 
there — he  would  not  remain  an  hour  in  that 
Hduse,  nor  take  part^in  the  slightest  degree,  in 
the  discussions  here  going  on.  He  would  never 
take  upon  himself  the  responsibility  of  a  situa- 
tion in  which  he  believed  he  was  not  entitled  by 
law  to  exercise  any  jurisdiction.  The  manner  of 
the  introduction  of  the  second  section  of  the  ap- 
portionment bill  was  too  remarkable  and  extraor- 
dinary to  have  escaped  the  attention  of  gentlemen. 
More  than  fifty  years  had  rolled  over  the  exist- 
ence of  this  country,  and  no  such  legislation  as 
this  had  been  proposed.    State  after  State  bad 


risen  up,  and  become  members  of  this  Confeder- 
acy, no  one  of  which  had  ever  fhiled  faithfully 
to  perform  its  duty,  in  peace  and  war,  in  pros-' 
perity  and  adversity.  And  during  the  severest 
conflicts  of  party,  all  had  done  their  duty;  and 
no  one  State  of  the  Union  had  ever  failed  to  fur- 
nish its  full  proportion  of  the  national  represent- 
ation. And  he  would  ask  the  House,  and,  if  it 
were  possible,  he  would  ask  the  people  of  this 
country,  what  could  have  induced  the  Congress 
of  1843  tbjvage  this  unprofitable  warfare  against 
the  constitutional  rights  and  the  ancient  usages 
of  the  Slates?  No  petition  or  memorial  had 
come  up  from  any  of  the  eighteen  millions  of  the 
people  of  this  country,  praying  for  this  action'on 
the  part  of  Congress.  The  introduction  of  that 
section  was  the  work  of  party;  it  was  the  result 
of  that  party  spirit  which  gentlemen  were  desir- 
ous should  not  now  be  introduced  into  this  dis- 
cussion. It  was  the  effort  of  a  party  to  perpet- 
uate a  triumph  in  this  country,  (whether  by  fraud 
or  chance,)  fur  without  such  a  resort,  they  saw 
that  their  power  was  likely  to  be  lost. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  (by  permission  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee)  explained  the  origin  of 
the  second  section  of  the  apportionment  act.  It 
would  be  recollected,  he  said,  that  a  resolution 
was  introduced  by  him  instructing  the  Commit- 
tee of  Elections  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
reguhting  the  elections  in  sucli  a  way,  by  law, 
as  to  make  them  uniform  throughout  the  United 
States.  The  committee,  in  conformity  with  those 
instructions,  reported  a  clause  which  wss  after- 
wards inciirporated  in  that  bill;  and  being  some- 
what modified  on  his  motion,  assumed  the  shape 
it  now  bore  as  the  second  section.  He  had  ori- 
ginated the  proposition  in  the  first  instance;  and, 
in  the  second  instance,  he  had  given  it  its  present 
shape. 

Mr.  BRO'WN  said  he  was  not  at  all  at  a  loss 
upon  this  subject.  He  was  perfectly  familiar 
with  the  whole  cireomslanees.  The  apportion- 
ment bill  had  never  been  intrusted  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections;  and  it  was  the  rankest  usurp- 
ation on  the  part  of  that  committee  to  have  any- 
thing to  do  with  it. 

He  only  adverted  to  this  subject  because  it  had 
been  announced  to  the  House  by  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  that  the  law  originated  with  the 
Democratic  party.  He  had  stated  that  this  sec- 
ond section  of  the  apportionment  act  was  intro- 
duced by  a  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  [Mr. 
Halitbad]  wIio  was  at  the  head  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Elections,  and  a  member  of  the  Whig 
party;  and  that  this  second  section  had  no  Dem- 
ocratic origin.  It  was  neither  Democratic  in  its 
origin,  nor  in  its  progress  through  the  House. 
The  Democratic  party  opposed  that  section  at 
every  stage  of  its  progress;  they  contested  every 
inch  of  ground;  and  finally  recorded  against  it 
a  unanimous  vote. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  here  rose  to  correct  the 
gentleman. 

Mr.  BROWN.  Unanimous,  did  he  say?  No, 
he  was  wrong;  the  vote  wa»not  unanimous.  The 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  went  over  to  the 
enemy,  and  that  enemy  was  so  delighted  at  it, 
that  they  promoted  him  to  the  command  of  their 
cohorts,  which  he  led  on  to  victory.  He  would 
not  have  adverted  to  this  subject  had  it  not  first 
been  brought  up  by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia, 
[Mr.  STEpRSMt.]  He  need  not  repeat  the  result. 
A  reference  to  the  Journal  would  show  that  the 
Democratic  party  was  overcome  by  a  vote  of  101 
to  99;  so  that  the  vote  of  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  and  one  other  member  from  his 
State  would  have  tui-ned  the  scale,  and  have  saved 
the  members  from  four.  States  from  the  mortifica- 
tion of  having  their  rights  to  their  seats  contested. 
Such  was  the  history  of  the  rise  and  progress  of 
this  Whig  measure  at  the  celebrated  session  of 
1842.  Now  his  complaint  was  not  that  the  meas- 
ure was  originally  introduced  by  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina;  not  that  it  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Elections — a  reference  which 
he  thought  a  most  unfortunate  one — but  that  it 
was  incorporated  in  theapporlionment  bill  which 
must,  of  necessity,  have  been  passed  or  the  Gov- 
ernment dissolved.  When  this  measure  was  in- 
corporated in  the  apportionment  bill ,  the  vote  was 
101  to  99;  every  Democratic  member  but  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  voting  against  it. 
On  the  engrossment,  the  whole  Democratic  vote 
was  recorded  against  it.    And  again,  when  Mr. 
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Cooper,  of  Georgia,  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table, 
the  whole  Democratic  party  voted  Tor  it,  though 
'  the  motion  was  rejected.  Finally,  when  the  bill 
came  hack  from  the  Senate,  still  retaining  this 
second  section,  which  it  had  been  in  vain  attempt- 
ed to  get  stricken  out  there,  an  ineffectual  motion 
was  made  in  the  House  to  strike  it  out,  in  favor 
nf  which  motion  the  same  vote  was  recorded. 
Every  effort  was  made,  but  without  effect,  to  en- 
able the  Democratic  party  to  get  clear  of  it.  Mr. 
B.  then  went  on  to  aiscuss  the  constUiitioiiality 
of  the  law,  and  contended  that  it  was  inoperative 
and  not  binding  on  the  Stains.  The  ground  he 
took  was,  that  Congress,  if  it  acted  at  all  in  the 
rottter,  should  so  construe  the  provisions  of  the 
Constitution  involved,  that  the  right  nf  represent- 
ation shall  not  perish.  The  law  was  such  as  it 
was  impossible  for  the  States  to  execute,  and, 
therefore,  not  binding  on  tlicm.  He  denied  that 
the  words,  "  manner  uf  holding  the  elections," 
related  to  laying  off  the  Statos  into  dintrictN,within 
the  sense  or  mcaning'of  the  Constitution ;  and  that 
there  was  meaning  enough  in  the  phrase  without 
having  to  resort  tu  this  construction.  He  took 
the  ground  that  tlie  meaning  of  this  part  of  the 
Constitution  was  to  be  ascertained  from  the  con- 
struction given  to  il,  not  by  the  Convention  which 
framed  the  instrument,  but  by  the  construction 
given  by  those  who  rntificd  it;  and  cited  the  con- 
struction given  by  seven  of  the  States,under  which 
Ibey  consented  to  the  ratification. 

Mr.  CHILTON  next  took  the  floor,  and  com- 
plained, at  the  outset,  that  the  report  of  the  ma- 
jority of  the  Committee  of  Elections  had  not  de- 
cided the  question  of  the  constitutionality  of  this 
law,  and  yet.under  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
he  assumed  that  the  whole  strength  of  the  argu- 
ment, on  tliat  side  of  the  question,  was  embodied 
in  that  report.  He  then  went  into  a  constitutional 
argument,  and  an  examination  of  the  several 
powers  of  the  State  and  Oencrnl  Governments, 
and  occupied  his  allotted  lime  in  an  argument 
against  the  rights  of  the  members  elected  by  gen- 
eral ticket  to  their  seat  on  that  floor,  and  in  Justi- 
fication of  the  act  of  the  last  Congress. 

Mr.  PAYNE  observed  that  it  was  not  bis  in- 
tention to  detain  the  House  long;  and  he  would 
not  have  claimed  their  attention  at  this  lime,  were 
it  not  that  he  did  not  wish  only  one  aide  of  the 
question  to  be  presented  from  the  Stqte  be  had 
the  honor  in  part  to  represent.  Another  reason 
with  him  for  rising  at  this  time,  was  that  topics 
had  been  introduced  in  the  debate  by  the  gentle- 
man horn  Virginia  (Mr.  Newton]  which  were 
entirely  foreign  to  it,  and  which  could  have  been 
intended  for  no  other  purpose  than  to  produce 
eCfect  outside  of  these  .walls.  He  had  supposed 
that  this  question  was  to  be  discussed  on  its  mer- 
its; and  not  that  party  questions,  long  since  gone 
by,  should  bo  dragged  into  it.  The  murdering 
ghost  of  the  Army  bill  had  been  broughtup  by 
the  gentleman;  and  he  was  surprised,  when  he 
heard  such  a  subject  as  that  brought  up,  that  the 
old  story  of  the  "gold  spoons"  was  hotadded  to 
it.  Certainly  the  gentleman  might,  with  aa^nuch 
propriety,  have  introduced  the  gold  spoons,  a^ 
this  wnrn-out  humbug  of  the  Army  bill — both  of 
which  were  only  remembered  with  scorn  and  con- 
tempt by  the  reflecting  men  nf  both  parties.  But 
the  gentleman  said  that  Mr.  Van  Bureii  strongly 
recommended  the  Army  bill.  Here  he  joined  issue 
with  the  gentleman,  and  asked  for  the  proof.  He 
recollected  that,  accompanying  the  report  pre- 
sented by  Mr.  Poinsett,  there  was  a  paragraph, 
not  more  than  two  inches  long,  calling  the  atten- 
tion of  Congress  to  the  organization  of  the  militia, 
as  presented  in  this  report;  and  if  gentlemen  would 
turn  to  the  messages  of  alj  preceding  Presidents, 
he  would  find  similar  recommendations.  In  addi- 
tion to  that,  lliey  had  the  declaration  of  Mr.  Van 
liuren,  under  his  hand  and  seal,  at  the  same  ses- 
sion, that  he  had  never  seen  the  Army  bill  till  it 
was  presented  to  Congress.  Now,  would  tbeeen- 
tleman  be  so  good  as  to  tell  biro  where  Mr.  Van 
Buren  recommended  it. 

Mr.  NEWTON  said  be  had  always  understood 
that  brevity  was  the  soul  of  wit;  and  it  wiu  the 
brevity  of  Mr.  Van  Buren 'a  recommendation 
which  constituted  its  strength. 

Mr.  PAyNE.  Well,  for  the  same  reason,  the 
gentleman  might  refer  to  the  messages  of  Gen- 
eral Jackson,  Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  Monroe,  and  even 
General  Harrison,  in  ail  of  which  he  would  find 
recommendations  similar  to  Mr.  Van  Buren 's. 


Why,  it  was  agreed  on  all  hands  that  it  was  as 
much  of  a  humbugas  the  story  of  the  gold  spoons; 
and  the  gentleman,  when  he  brought  it  up,  could 
only  have  intended  it  for  effect  beyond  this 
House.  He  recollected  to  have  heard  of  a  eel- . 
ebrated  painter  who  drew  a  likeness  that  was 
so  ridiculous  that  he  actually  died  of  laughter; 
and  he  wondered  at  the  lime  now  the  gentleman 
was  able  to  keep  his.  countenance  while  he  was 
expatiating  on  this  exploded  humbug.  Having 
noticed  and  repelled  tiiis  imputation  of  the  gen- 
tleman on  Mr.  Van  Buren  in  regard  to  the  Army 
bill,  he  would  next  reply  to  his  assertion  that  it 
was  adopted  by  the  Democratic  party.  They  all 
recollected  that  the  bill  did  not  pass  the  House, 
and  it  was  because  a  majority  could  not  be  found 
to  vote  for  it.  Now,  as  the  Democratic  party  had 
the  majority  at  that  session,  it  followed  that  it  was 
not  their  measure,  or  they  would  havo  passed  it. 

He  now  came  to  the  measure  before  the  House. 
His  friend  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Chilton,]  who 
had  just  taken  his  seat,  (for  he  was  emphatically 
his  friend,  he  having  drawn  his  first  breath  in  the 
same  atmosphere  wjth  him,  and  continued  in  the 
montcordial  relations  with  him  ever  since,  though 
he  belonged  to  a  different  school  of  politics,)  took 
the  ground  that  this  was  a  confederated  Govern- 
ment. He  agreed  with  him  cordially  in  that  po- 
sition. This  was  a  confederated  Government; 
and,  bring  so,  ho  asked  ifStatc  sovereignty  must 
not  be  represented  in  that  Housed  When  he 
spnkc  of  Slate  sovereignty,  he  meant  the  people 
of  the  Slates;  for  iliey  were  the  sovereign  power. 

It  followed,  then,  that  those  who  were  on  that 
floor  were  the  Representatives  of  the  people  of 
the  Slates;  and  in  this  opinion  he  was  borne  out 
by  every  clause  of  theConstilution  which  referred 
to  repri'sentation.  The  Constitution  invariably 
spoke  of  Representatives  as  being  the  Represent- 
atives of  the  people  of  the  States  Mr.  P.  here 
cited  the  different  clauses  of  the  Constitution  re- 
lating to  this  subject.  Mr.  P.  next  proceeded  to 
answer  the  objections  that  had  been  made  to  the 
general-ticket  system,  arguing  tliat  it  was  the 
fairest  for  the  small  Stales  as  well  as  the  large; 
and  showing  that,  under  it,  it  would  be  impos- 
sible for  the  large  States  to  oppress  tiie  small 
ones,  as  had  been  urged  on  the  other  side,  while 
the  representation  in  the  Senate  of  all  the  States 
was  equal.  He  said,  that  before  a  majority  of 
this  House,  elected  by  general  ticket,  could  op- 
press the  small  States,  they  must  get  the  consent 
not  only  of  the  Senate  but  of  the  Executive.  One 
nf  the  great  advantages  of  that  systsm  was,  that 
it  destroyed  local  legisUtion,  and 'effected  a  rep- 
resentation in  that  House  of  the  principles  keld 
by  the  majority.  As  an  instance  of  the  beneficial 
effects  of  the  system,  he  referred  to  the  Stale  of 
New  Hampshire,  which  was  always  Democratic; 
and  which,  when  other  Slates  had  been  won  over 
to  Federalism,  had  stood  true  to  her  principles, 
and  as  firm  as  her  own  granite  hills. 

Another  advantage  was,  that  it  waa  the  best 
preservative  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  States.  But 
the  evils  of  the  district  system  were  correspond- 
ing with  the  ikdvantages  of  the  general-ticket  sys- 
tem. There  was  the  evil  of  lofal  legislation,  as 
well  as  the  destruction  of  tluit  body  in  which 
alone  the  sovereignty  of  the  States  could  be  pre- 
served. It  was  impossible  to  have  two  different 
systems  of  electing  Representatives  of  the  people 
to  act  harmonious^.  The  fourth  section  df  the 
first  article  of  the  Constitution  provided  tliat 

"Tlie  timpff,  plaem,  nnd  innnnernf  holding  deertnns  for 
SsnatntH  and  RepreK^iiiiaijves  bHrII  be  pnMcribed  in  each 
Biiib;  by  Hit;  i.egi«lnttjre  thereof;  but  the  CoagrMS  may  at 
niiy  time,  by  law,  timkc  or  alter  pucb  regulations,  eicept  ss 
to  the  pliice  ol'e'booiiiiig  Senators.** 

ThuEf  it  was  seen  Congress  had  full  power  to 
change  the  times,  places,  and  manner  of  k»Uing 
elections  of  Repri'sentalives  to  occupy  seats  on 
that  floor;  but  he  denied  that  Congcess  had  au- 
thority to  change  the  manner  of  ekcfing  members 
of  Congress.  The  manner  of  electing  was  a  con- 
stitutional right,  and  it  was  secured  uy  the  Con- 
stitution. It  was  placed  as  far  beyond  legislation 
as  any  other  power  which  the  people  possessed. 
The  Constitution  declared  that  the  election  should 
be  by  States: 

"The  Home  of  Sepretentativea  shall  be  compnMd  or 
members  chosen  ev«ry  aecoud  year  by  the  people  of  the  sev- 
eral States" — 

and  il  was  for  the  people  of  the  several  States  to 
fix  and  prescribe  the  times,  places,  and  maaner. 


But  he  would  ask,  if  the  act  of  the  last  Congress 
had  been  implicitly  obeyed,  whether  it  would 
have  been  a  change  of  the  times,  places,  and  man- 
ner of  holding  the  elections  i  The  people  of  Ala- 
bama had  changed  from  the  general-ticket  system 
to  the  district  system;  but  theirelections  were  held 
by  judges  appointed  ns  hitherto  for  the  purpose; 
and  the  oflicers  were  sworn  precisely  as  they 
were  under  the  general-ticket  system:  there  waa, 
in  short,  no  change  of  the  times,  places,  and  man- 
ner of  holding  the  election.  What,  then,  did  this 
prove .'  That  Congress  was  exercising  a  power 
that  did  not  belong  to  it;  for  the  law  of  Congress 
could  be  obeyed  without  touching  the  times, 
places,  and  manner  of  holding  the  elections. 
Again:  Congress  had  declared  that  the  StAes 
shall  elect  their  Representatives  from  districts 
composed  of  contiguous  territory;  and  this,  it  was 
said,  was  done  on  the  ground  that  it  was  neces- 
sary to  produce  uniformity.  But  did  it  effect  that 
object?  Not  at  all.  There  was  nothing  in  that 
law.to  prevent  one  district  being  composed  of 
fifty  thousand  citizens,  and  another  of  seventy  or 
eighty  thousand.  Such  a  proposition  was  mads 
in  another  branch  of  this  Government,  at  the  time 
of  the  passage  of  this  law,  as  would  have  secured 
uniformity;  but  it  was  stricken  out;  and,  as  the 
act  now  stood ,  if  such  was  the  intention  of  any 
of  itsTriends,  it  failed  to  accomplish  that  purpose. 
But  he  had  always  understood  that,  to  make 
any  law  effective,  there  must  be  a  penalty  at- 
tached to  iis  violation;  and  here  again  this  lav 
was  defective.  Congress  had  attached  no  penalty 
to  this  law;  but  now  they  were  asked  to  reject  the 
members  elected  by  general  ticket,  by  an  arbitra- 
ry exorcise  of  |>ower,  and  thus  to  supply  defects 
in  their  own  legislation.  There  was  no  legiti- 
mate powdr  in  Uiis  land  by  which  they  could  do 
it;  and  the  exercise  of  arbitrary  power,  he  hoped, 
was  reserved  for  the  despotisms  of  the  eastern 
world.  If  they  did  reject  the  Representatives  of 
the  four  Stales  here  claiming  their  seats,  by  virtue 
of  an  election  by  the  general-ticket  system,  what 
might  not  properly  be  the  action  of  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  those  Slates  at  the  other  end  of  this 
Capitol?  The  Senators  from  those  States,  see- 
ing their  Representatives  turned  out  by  an  exer- 
cise of  tyranny,  without  law,  might  withdraw 
from  the  other  branch  of  Congi^ess,  and  go  howe^ 
Such  would  be  the  course  he  shouh]  pursue,  if 
he  were  placed  in  fuch  a  position ;  he  would  cast 
from  him  the  robes  of  office,  anil  return  to  the 
sovereign  State  that  sent  him  there,  and  his  form, 
should  not  darken  the  doors  of  Congress  until 
justice  was  done  to  the  State  from  whicn  he  came. 
He  would  tell  the  House  that  such  a  course  would 
bring  about  a  crisis  in  the  affairs  of  this  nation, 
such  as  had  never  been  known  before.  If  they 
looked  at  British  history,  they  would  find  that  a 
controversy  of  such  a  character  once  arose  there. 
Wilkes,  in  the  arrogance  of  the  British  Parlia- 
ment, was  deprived  of  his  seat  on  the  floor  of  the 
House  of  Commons.  He  was  reelected,  and  was 
again  expelled;  and.  a  controversy  arose  which 
shook  the  British  nation  to  the  center.  And  if 
such  a  case  produced-  such  a  conflict  there,  how 
much  more  excitement  would  be  .produced  here, 
by  the  rejection  of  the  Representatives  of  four 
sovereign  members  of  this  Confederacy,  and  the 
denial  to  them  of  any  participaney  in  the  legis- 
lation of  this  country?  There  would  certainly, 
be. some  new  cases  of  nullification.  It  wss  said, 
a  few  days  ago,  that  this  act  was  passed  to  keep 
this  Government  within  the  orbit  assigned  to  it, 
and  the  States  within'theorbitsassigned  tothem. 
Now,  he  desired  that  it  should  be  so.  It  wss 
said  that  the  only  point  of  safety  was  the  isthmus 
that  stood  between  nullification,  on  the  one  hand, 
and  consolidation  on  the  other.  Let,  then,  this 
Government  beware  that  it  did  not,  by  an  exereis* 
of  arbitrary  power,  prodnae  the  disunion  which 
the  gentlemen  on  the  other  sids  professed  to  be 
so  anxious  to  avoid;  but,  if  they  deprived  sover- 
eign States  of  this  Union  of  their  represenution, 
and  those  equal  rights  which  were  secured  to 
them  by  the  Constitution  and  the  laws  of  the 
Federal  Government,  the  consequences  of  such  a 
destructive  act  would  fall  on  this  Congress;  and, 
instead  of  gaining  the  gratilade  of  posterity,  by 
such  an  act  of  outrage  on  sovereign  States,  they 
would  win  for  themselves  an  ignominious  immor- 
tality, and  they  would  sink  down  into  the  grave 
the  scorn  and  mockery  of  those  that  would  come 
after  them 
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Mr.  HUNT  next  obtaineil  the  floor;  and  he 
rcmnrketi  that  lie  winked  it  to  be  understood  that, 
in  giving  the  vote  which  he  should  feel  it  to  be 
Ilia  dut^  to  give  when  the  question  should  be 
taken,  he  was  actuated  by  no  unkind  personal 
feeling  to  the  gentlemen  whose  right  to  occupy 
aeata  on  that  floor  was  under  discussion.  He 
next  proceeded  to  justify  himself  fi>r  signing  the 
protest  which  was  presented  to  tlie  House  on  the 
first  day  of  the  session;  and  contended  that  that 
voa  not  such  a  prejudging  of  the  case  as  should 
disqualify  him  from  voting  on  its  decision  now, 
or  of  judging  impartially  of  its  merits. 

Several  rxecuiive  communications  were  pre- 
aeoted  Uy  the  Speaker. 

Mr.  JNORRiS  then  obtained  the  floor;  and  llie 
House  adjourned. 

Tile  Ibllowfng  noficeH  ef  petition*  prevcnled  tn-iny  were 
handed  to  llic  ropnrlm  by  tiie  uiunibKra  prCKiitiiig  tbcm : 

By  Mr.  FICKLIN  :  Tlic  inemnrinl  nf  Allen  I.uckridir 
sod  fire  liiiii||}re(l  and  Mvcii  ottlerx,  cilizrns  of  Clarke 
county,  Illinois,  asltins  n  ^'lit  of  l;iritl,  I'mm  riinliguou.^ 
land  dwcrict>,  to  cmnpleie  the  usIitiiMl  itHifoufliran}  lie- 
loeen  Uio  lakea  and  tlie  Oliio  river,  by  die  improvement  of 
*  tbe  imvigaiion  of  ilin  VVslKUilt. 

AI*o,  tlie  incmnrinl  of  David  B«ily  and  »rven!y-Fix  orliers, 
ctllsens  of  Edsar  cnuntv,  tlltniii4,  upon  ihe  winie  ituliject. 

By  Mr.  T.  SMITH  :  Tlw  pciilliw  of  nindry  citixeiia  of 
Ripley  eosnty,  Iiidisiia,  praying  Uooftem  lo  eMabliali  a  pod 
mule  from  Napoleon  to  Bottstown, «  diattuce  of  eix  niilea, 
In  »id  county. 

By  Mr.  BUKFI\GTON  :  The  petition  of  John  CilrhrM 
sad  Afty-ffNir  oUiefM,  citizena  of  Duller  rouuiy,  I'eniiayl- 
vauia,  praying  for  the  conntractinn  of  a  noti'iual  rand  rmm 
the  Cumbtirland  mad,  near  Uie  ba»c.  of  I^aurel  hill,  hv  (he 
araenala  of  Piusburi;  and  Meadiville,  to  ihe  Imrtiur  of  Erie  ; 
which  was  referred  to  ilic  Committee  nn  Kuadtand  (.'anala. 

Atao,  the  peiidnn  of  James  Miles  and  eixiy-etKhl  oUiers, 
citiaeiis-of  Erie  county,  IVjinsylvania,  firayiiix  I'nr  an  a|i- 
propriation  to  intprove  the  harbor  of  Erie;  which  waare* 
ferrcd  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

By  Mr.  ANDERSON :  The  petition  of  citizena  of  the 
lewivarRye;  VVeatclieiter  eosnty,  New  York,  a.-kins  Cnn- 
Cre««togram  a  pension  to  t*cter  VVilvon,  a  rcvoliiiionary 
•oldier;  which  was  referred  to  tbe  i;amwittee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Pen'ioiis. 

By  Mr.  H.^VS :  The  petHinn  of  citizens  of  Crawford 
enoaty,  Peoiiaylvania.  for  a  reduction  of  letter  poi'taip;,  to 
allow  iiewa|mpcr!i  hy  mail  free  to  all  parts  ofiiie  country  in 
which  newspapers  are  puhltsticd;  and  lo  alter  and  amend 
the  mtes  of  newspaper  and  pamphlet  iiostasc,  911  as  to  make 
Uiem  more  eqnal ;  wliieh  was  nMerred  to  the  Committee  uo 
tlie  Post  OOlre  and  Post  Roads. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Dennis  Doyle,  of  Butler  county, 

Pennsylvania,  a  soldier  of  the  lalt:  war.  for  a  pension ; 

.  which  was  referred  to  the  Couiinittee  on  Invalid  Peiitiioiis. 

By  Mr.  SAMPLE :  The  peiiiinn  of  Jolm  Anderson  and 
•eveaiyoae  others,  ciiiteiu  of  Fulion.Miami, and  Waliaali 
counties,  Indiana,  prnyingthe  esiablisliinent  of  a  mail  route 
from  Rochester,  in  Fulton  ctninty,  vin  Tniy,  Gilf?ai1,  Ni- 
canza,  Joseph  Beckner«,  to  WabB<ih,  in  Wnbasti  county. 

Also,  a  petiiina  of  A.  E.  Rhodes  and  tliirtr-two  otlieiv,  cit- 
izeoa  m  tlie  mme  counties,  for  the  same  object. 

By  Mr.  PISH :  The  neiiiion  of  one  liurnlred  nnd  ninety- 
nine  citizens  of  New  York,  for  reduction  of  postage  and 
aodMestinn  of  the  franking  prlvilep;. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Satordat,  February  10,  1844. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  wfts  understood  to  ask  for 
permission  10  present  a  memorial  from  the  State 
of  Alabama,  for  the  purpose  of  having  it  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  which  was 
acting  on  the  subject  to  which  it  referred. 

Leave  was  not  granted. 

GENERAL  TICKET  ELECTIONS.  . 

The  SPEAKER  stated  the  order  of  the  day  to 
be  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Elections,  on 
which  the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  bad 
the  floor. 

Mr.  NORRIS  rose,  and,  after  a  few  introduc- 
tory remarks,  said,  notwitlistanding  the  manner 
ana  feelings  which  have  characterized  the  debate 
on  this  Bul>}ect,  from  the  very  first  moment  of  the 
session;  notwithstanding  the  high-toned  charges 
which  had  been  preferred  against  the  Represent- 
atives of  four  sovereign  States  on  this  floor,  of 
which  New  Hampshire  (which  he  had  the  honor 
in  part  to  represent)  was  one — he  prayed  and 
hoped  that  the  House  would  be  able  to  approach 
this  subject  as  a  great  constitutional  and  legal 
<)uestion,  and  calmly  and  dispassionately  to  meet 
it,  on  legal  and  constitutional  grounds.  It  was 
aaid  by  a  gentleman  from  New  York,  yesterday, 
that  the  difficulty  in  this  case  arose  in  a  conflict 
o(  the  powers  of  the  General  and  State  Govern- 
inents;  but  he  dissented  from  that  position.  The 
Legislatures  of  New  Hampshire,  Georgia,  Mis- 
aissippi,  and  Missouri,  hail  the  right  to  prescribe 
tbe  regulations  for  llicir  several  States.  The  con- 
test was  not  between  the  State  and  the  General 


Governments,  but  between  the  sovereign  people 
of  the  four  several  States  and  this  Congress  of 
the  United  Slates.  Tlic  people  of  those  States 
demanded  their  constitutional  rights  of  represent- 
ation on  this  floor — 10  which  certain  members  on 
this  floor  were  opposed.  There,  then,  was  the 
contest;  and  he  wished  to  call  gentlemen  back  to 
the  true  question. 

In  presenting  to  the  House  the  few  simple 
propositions  which  he  designed  to  ofler,  it  might 
become  necessary  for  him  to  say  much  that  had 
been  already  said;  but  he  deemed  it  necessary  to 
make  such  repetition,  that  the  eondtision  he  in- 
tended to  drsw  from  the  positions  he  should  take 
might  be  correctly  understood.  The  first  ques- 
tion which  he  propoaed.tn  discuss  was  this;  what 
are  the  constitutional  rights  and  privileges,  and 
constitutional  duties  of  the  people  of  the  several 
States?  And  what  arc  the  powers  and  duties  of 
the  State  Legislatures  and  of  Congress  in  regard 
to  the  subject  of  election .'  To  a  ri^ht  under- 
standing of  those  points,  and  that  they  might 
arrive  at  correct  conclusions,  it  became  necessary 
to  recur  to  the  Constitution,  the  second  section 
of  the  first  article  of  which  provides  that  "  the 
House  of  Representatives  shall  be  composed  of 
members  chosen  every  second  year  by  the  people 
Af  the  several  Slates;  and  the  electors  in  each 
Slate  shall  have  the  qualifications  requisite  for 
electors  of  the  most  numerous  branch  of  the  State 
Legislature."  Then  tliere  were  certain  high  con- 
stitutional privileges  and  rights  vested  in  the  peo- 
ple of  the  States;  and  there  were  high  constitu- 
tional, duties,  too,  imposed  on  thorn.  The  people 
had  the  right  and  the  privilege  of  electing  mem- 
bers 10  this  House;  and  not  only  so,  but  the 
Constitution  imposed  upon  them  the  duty  to  do 
it;  and  without  the  exercise  of  this  privilege  and 
duty,  the  Government  here  could  not  exist.  It 
had  been  said — and  he  believed  it  was  first  said 
by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
[Mr.  Campbell,]  in  a  speech  which  had  been 
often  referred  to  on  this  floor — that  the  only 
power  given  to  the  State  Legislatures  to  regulate 
the  times,  places,  and  manner  of  holding  elec- 
tions, was  granted  by  tbe  fot^rlh  section  of  the 
Consiilutinn.  But  was  that  so?  There  was  the 
high  constitutional  ground  to  which  he  had  od- 
vertcd — the  high  constitutional  rights  at)d  duties 
to  elect  Representatives.  Did  not  the  first  section 
which,  he  had  quoted  give  all  the  power  to  regu- 
late the  times,  places,  and  manner  of  holding  the 
elections,  without  any  aid  from  the  fourth  sec- 
tion i  He  was  satisfied  that  every  lawyer  on  this 
floor  would  sustain  him  in  his  position;  but  it 
might  become  necessary  to  inquire,  then,  why 
the  fourth  section  was  embraced  in  the  Constitu- 
tion. Why,  the  framers  of  the  Constitution 
were  cautious  men«  There  was  a  suflicient  im- 
plied power  in  the  States;  but  it  was  deemed  ne- 
cessary that  it  should  be  enjoined  on  the  Stales; 
and  that  provision  should  be  made,  if  the  States 
failed  to  exercise  their  implied  power,  that  it 
should  ba  exercised  by  the  General  Government, 
to  keep  Uiat  Government  in  existence.  It  was 
possible  that  tiie  Government  might  be  brought 
to  a  stand,  and  therefore  another  safeguard  was 
thrown  out.  If  the  States  refused  to  exercise 
their  power-r^if  they  were  refractory — or  if  they 
were  unable  to  make  the  necessary  regulations. 
Congress  had  power  to  supply  them;  and  thus  the 
Government  was  secnred,  and  the  |)eople  were 
protected  in  their  rights.  He  believed  he  was 
right  in  this,  and  that  this  was  the  only  true,  le- 
gal, constitutional  exposition  of  the  matter.  Well, 
then,  here  were  the  State  Legislatures  and  the 
General  Government  vested  with  constitutional 
rights  for  some  purpose;  and  what  was  it )  Was 
it  to  take  away  from  the  people  the  power  which 
they  possessed  under  the  second  section  of  the 
Constitution  ?  Certainly  not;  but  to  enable  them 
to  use  their  powers  at  nil  times. 

Well,  then,  the  proposition  which  he  laid  down 
was,  that  it  being  a  constttutionol  duty  enjoined 
on  the  States  lo  perform,  to  furnish  these  regula- 
tions for  the  States,  it  was  not  within  the  compe- 
tent jurisdiction  of  the  General  Government  to 
take  away  from  the  people  those  regulations  with 
which  they  bad  been  furnished  without  furnish- 
ing others.  No;  their  State  regulations  became 
a  common-law  right;  they  were  a  high  constitu- 
tional right,  and  cotMd  not  be  abrogated  and  taken 
away  without  ollicrs  being  furnished,  for  the  very 
reason  that,  if  it  were  otherwise.  Congress  itself 


might  put  an  end  to  the  Union.  Congress  could 
not  take  away  any  of  the  machinery  by  which 
these  great  constitutional  rights  were  secured  to 
the  people  without  furnisliing  others;  for  the 
people  had  constitutional  rights  which  could  not 
ne  taken  away.  To  illustrate  this  position:  Now 
Hampshire,  by  its  State  constitution,  required 
the  people  of  that  State  to  elect  five  councilors, 
and  it  enjoined  on  the  State  Legislature  the  duty 
of  laying  out  the  State  into  five  districts  for  iheir 
election.  The  Legislature  had  done  so,  and  the 
people  had  enjoyed  tbe  privilege  of  electing  their 
councilors  to  this  day.  But  (to  put  the  ease  in  a 
strong  point  of  view)  suppose  the  next  Legisla- 
ture should  absolutely  repeal  the  district  law  when 
the  next  election  came,  and  the'  people  met  to  go 
intoan  election:  would  not  the  persons  then  chosea 
be  constitutional  and  legal  councilors !  The  Le- 
gislature, ho  contended,  had  no  right  to  takeaway 
these  regulations.  They  belonged  to  the  people 
as  a  common-law  right,  and  they  could  not  ba 
taken  away  without  others  being  supplied,  for 
the  reasuti  that  otherwise  the  Legislature  ipight 
thus  dissolve  tbe  government.  He  would  sup- 
pose another  case  for  illustration.  Suppose  tbo 
present  Congress  should  pass  a  law  districting 
I  nit  the  States  uf  this  Union  into  double  dislricia, 
except  such  States  as  could  only  be  single  dis- 
tricts,  and  the  people  should  refuse  (as  he  thought 
they  would  be  bound  to  do)  lo  obey  that  law, 
and  the  members  that  they  elected  came  to  Una 
House:  would  this  Government  be  dissolved? 
According  to  the  doctrine  of  some  gentlemen  here 
the  Government  would  be  at  an  end.  If  the  doc- 
trine of  the  minority  report  was  correct,  this 
Government  would  be  dissolved.  But  he  as- 
sumed tliat  it  could  have  no  such  effect.  Sitting 
there  as  constitutional  judges,  nnd  as  a  court, 
what  would  be  their  duty  i  What,  to  us«  the 
language  of  the  gentleman  from  Alabama,  [Mr. 
Bblses,]  would  Chief  Justice  Marshall  have  said 
in  such  a  cose?  Why,  that  there  was  applicable 
to  such  a  case  the  plainest  principle  at  law — that 
Congress  passed  this  law  with  the  intent  that  the 
Stale  Legislatures  should  carry  it  out;  and  that 
until  that  law  was  obeyed,  the  existing  Slate  reg- 
ulations wore  not  repealed.  Why?  Because  It 
would  lead  to  unreasonable  consequences.  It 
never  could  be  intended  that  Congress  should  re- 
peal Stale  legislation  until  the  States  had  assem- 
bled and  passed  laws  to  execute  that  act  of  Con- 
gress, or  till  Congress  itself  had  done  it.  That 
was  a  legal  consequence,  and  it  covered  the  whole 
of  this  case,  and  every  part  of  llic  ground  there 
taken. 

Well,  he  would  assume  another  position;  and 
it  was,  that  this  act  of  Congress  was  unconstitu- 
tional and  void,  because  it  controverted  the  intent 
and  design  of  the  fourth  section  of  the  first  arti- 
cle of  the  Constitution.  Some  gentlenutn  on  the 
other  side  said  the  words  were  plain  and  explicit, 
and  could  not  be  misunderstood;  and  gentlemen 
on  his  side  said  the  same;  and  yet  there  was  a 
great  contradiction  in  their  conclusions.  Where, 
then,  were  we  to  go  to  find  a  true  exposition  of 
this  constitutional  question  ?  He  would  refer  to 
an  authority  which  he  thought  wouUl  have  some 
weight  in  this  House,  and  which  would  be  found 
in  16  Peters,  540,  in  the  case  of  Prigg  vs.  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvaniar 

*'  It  will  probably  be  found,  when  we  look  to  the  chaisc- 
ter  of  the  ConsUrution  of  the  (Tnited  States  itself,  the  ob- 
jects wtiicli  it  seeks  to  attain,  the  powers  which  it  conferv, 
the  duties  which  it  enjoins,  and  Uie  rights  which  it  secures 
— as  well  as  to  the  known  historical  fact  Uiat  many  of  Its 
provisions  were  matters  uf  compromise  of  opposing  inter- 
ests and  opinions — that  no  uniform  rule  of  interpretation 
can  be  applied,  which  may  not  allow,  if  it  do  not  positively 
demand,  many  modifications  in  its  actual  application  to 
particular  clauses.  Perhapt  the  Mafe*t  niJe  0/ tnierpreta- 
tion^  alter  all,  will  h«  found  to  look  lo  tbe  nature  and  ob- 
jects of  tile  particular  powers,  duties,  and  rights,  with  all 
Ihe  lights  and  aids  of  coteniporary  history  ;  and  10  give  tlw 
words  of  each  just  soch  operation  and  force,  consistent 
with  their  legitiiiiute  meaning,  as  may  Airly  secure  and  at- 
tain the  end  proposed.^* 

Well,  then,  they  were  to  go  to  cotemporaneous 
history;  and  what  was  it?  He  might,  if  his  lime 
would  permit,  quote  the  language  of  Strong,  and 
Hamilton, and  Davy, and  Wilson,  and  Madison, 
and  many  others,  who  were  members  of  the  con- 
vention; but  he  would  forbear,  as  they  were 
summed  up  in  the  language  of  a  learned  judge, 
whose  high  authority  the  other  side  of  the  House 
would  acknowledge,  though  he  would  not  be  ac- 
cused of  leaning  too  much  10  State  sovereignty. 
What  did  he  say  after  recounting  the  whole  his- 
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torjr  of  this  matter,  speaking  of  this  fourth  sec- 
tion ? 

"  I.  The  objKtiom,  then,  to  the  provision  are  not  aonnd 
»nd  leinble.  The  reaions  in  iu  favor  an,  on  tlie  oilier 
liand,  or  great  force  and  importance.  In  the  tint  place,  tba 
power  may  be  applied  by  Coniren  to  correct  any  ne(li- 
fence  In  a  9tate,  in  regard  to  elections,  as  well  as  to  pre- 
vent a  dissolution  of  the  Government  by  designing  nnd 
refractory  Siati»,  urged  oti  by  some  temporary  exciieinents. 

'•3.  In  llie  next  place,  it  will  operate  as  acheclt  la  Avar 
of  tlie  people  against  any  designs  of  a  Federal  Senate  and 
their  constituents,  to  deprive  the  people  of  a  State  of  their 
light  to  choose  Representative*. - 

•<  3.  In  the  next  place,  it  provides  a  remedy  for  the  evil, 
If  any  State,  by  reason  of  invasion,  or  ntlier  cause,  cannot 
have  it  in  its  power  to  appoint  a  place  wbere  the  citiaena 
can  safely  meet  to  cliooee  Representatives. 

"i.  In  the  last  place,  as  the  plan  is  bat  an  experiment. 
It  may  liecealter  become  important,  with  a  view  u>  the  regu- 
lar operations  of  ibe  General  Government,  that  there  should 
be  ■  uniformity  in  the  time  and  manner  of  electing  Repre- 
sentatives and  Senators,  so  as  to  prevent  eeceecie*  vJien 
(Here  «u>i>  be  calls  /or  eztraordinary  sessions  of  Oanrreu. 
If  tDch  a' time  aliould  occur,  or  iueb  a  uniformity  beliere- 
aher  desirable,  Congress  is  the  only  body  pnaseSsIng  the 
aieana  to  produce  it."— Slory,  vol.  i,  page  990. 

Now  the  proposition  which  he  assumed  was, 
that  this  law  of  Congress,  according  to  the  expo- 
sition given  to  it,  was  to  deprive  four  sovereign 
Slates  of  this  Union  of  tepresentalion  here;  and 
this  was  in  contravention  of  the  design  of  the 
Constitution,  which  was  lo  remedy  the  very  evil, 
to  meet  the  very  exigency,  to  overcome  the  very 
difficulty  which  here  presented  itself.  It  never 
was  designed  to  enable  Congress  to  produce  this 
evil,  and  to  bring  about  this  state  of  things,  but 
to  apply  a  remedy  when  such  a  case  should  arise, 
and  thereby  save  and  preserve  the  rights  and  priv- 
ileges of  the  people.  But  this  act  of  Congress 
brings  about  tne  very  state  of  things  which  it  was 
designed  that  Congress  should  remedy  whenever 
it  should  occur.  But  he  could  not  dwell  on  this 
point.  There  was,  however,  one  thing  in  con- 
nection therewith  to  which  he  wished  to  call  the 
attention  of  ihe  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
[Mr.  Campbell,]  and  other  gentlemen  on  this 
floor.  The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  in  his 
speech — and  he  had  had  occasion  to  refer  to  it, 
for  it  was  often  quoted  on  this  floor — referred  to 
the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  which  he  had  the 
honor  in  part  to  represent;  he  referred  to  the  res- 
olutions of  both  branches  of  the  Legislature  of 
New  Hampshire,  by  Which  that  Legislature  re- 
fused to  conform  to  that  law.  The  gentleman 
knew,  then,  that  the  State  of  New  Hampshire  did 
not  intend  to  carry  out  that  act  of  Congress;  the 
Twenty-Seventh  Congress,  then,  was  notified  of 
what  New  Hampshire  would  do  in  this  matter; 
and  be  asked  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
and  other  gentlemen  in  this  House  who  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Twenty-Seventh  Congress,  and  who 
were  sworn  before  high' Heaven  to  protect  the 
Constitution,  what  was  their  duty.'  What  was 
that  ?  It  was  to  provide  reflations  for  the  people 
of  New  Hampshire,  by  which  they  should  choose 
Representatives  to  occupy  seats  on  this  floor. 
And  did  they  do  that?  No;  but  by  the  operation 
of  their  own  law  they  were ^oing  to  disfranchise 
the  people  of  four  States.  To  use  the  significant 
language  of  a  gentleman  from  New  York,  they 
were  goin'  to  "  lick"  the  people  into  obedience 
to  a  law  of  Congress,  which  had  itself  neglected 
its  duty,  in  the  face  of  the  oath  which  its  mem- 
bers had  taken'beforc  God. 

But  he  must  proceed,  and  he  was  happy  to  find 
himself  agreeing  on  one  point  with  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side.  The  minority  of  the  Committee 
of  Elections  assumed  that  this  Inw  had  the  same 
eflfect  as  such  a  law  would  have  if  passed  by  the 
State  Legislature  of  Mississippi.  If  that  State 
had  passed  a  law  providing  that  her  Representa- 
tives should  be  chosen  by  single  districts,  and 
had  there  stopped,  it  was  said  that  the  law  would 
be  in  force,  and  that  the  people  could  not  elect 
their  Representatives  unless  they  complied  with 
that  legislation. 

He  was  at  issue  with  the  gentlemen.upon  this 
point.  He  agreed  with  them  in  their  premises, 
Iiut  he  denied  their  conclusion.  They  declared, 
in  their  protest,  that  Ihe  people  of  the  States  could 
not  elect  their  Representatives,  because  there 
were  no  districts  assigned.  This  was  the  doctrine 
upon  which  the  whole  Whig  party  upon  this  floor 
stood.  The  law,  as  read  by  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  the  other  day,  was  applicable  to  this 
case,  viz:  that  acts  of  Parliament  impossible  to  be 
performed  were  of  no  validity.  Now,  bow  were 
gentlemen  to  extricate  themselves  from  this  dif- 


ficulty )  Here  was  an  act  which  could  not  be 
performed;  and  it  was,  therefore,  of  no  validity 
whatever.  Could  such  a  law,  then,  repeal  the 
existing  laws  of  the  States.'  It  would  be  perfect- 
ly ridiculous  to  assume  such  a  position.  What 
was  the  true  construction  of  the  act  I  Would  gen- 
tlemen maintain  that  it  was  intended  to  be  com- 
plete in  itself,  and  that  it  required  no  action  of  the 
State  Legislatures  to  perfect  it.'  Every  act  should 
have  a  reasonable  construction.  It  should  not  be 
so  construed  as  to  depriveofa  right  those  who  be- 
fore possessed  it.  In  case  it  were  susceptible  of  two 
constructions.  Well,  what  was  the  construction 
which  they  put  upon  this  act.'  It  repealed  no  law 
oftheStates.  Wny?  Because  this  act,  standing 
alone,  would  deprive  the  States  of  theirrepresenl- 
alion.  It  was  not  intended  that  it  should  operate 
any  such  unreasonable  consequence.  But  he  hap- 
pened to  be  one  of  those  who  believed  that  Con- 
gress had  no  right,  by  its  own  legislation  or  edict, 
to  district  the  States;  and  he  asked  gentlemen  if 
they  believed  the  framersof  the  Constitution  had 
any  intention  to  confer  such  a  power  upon  Con- 
gress .'  Congress  had  no  power  to  limit  the  qual- 
ifications of  the  elected;  and  if  they  could  not  do 
this,  how  were  they  going  to  abridge  the  qualifi- 
cations of  voters  ?  Who  gave  Congress  such  a 
power?     Whence  was  it  derived? 

Another  view  of  the  case.  It  was  the  dut^  of 
Congress  to  apportion  representation  and  direct 
taxes  among  the  several  States  according  to  their 
numbers.  But  would  it  be  contended  that  Con- 
gress had  the  power  to  divide  a  State  intodistricts, 
and  then  to  sub-apportion  representation  and  di- 
rect taxes  according  to  the  numbers  of  the  popu- 
lation ot  these  sub-divisions  ?  Where  did  they  get 
such  a  power?  Were  they  entitled  to  it  on  the 
flimsy  pretext  of  regulating  the  manner  of  hold- 
ing the  election  ?  Such  a  conclusion  was  ridicu- 
lous; it  was  never  intended.  The  rights  of  the 
voters  were  coextensive  with  the  rights  of  the 
elected;  and  he  desired  gentlemen  to  mske  the  dis- 
tinction in  this  case.  But  this  ground  had  been 
traveled  over  so  often  and  so  well  before  him  that 
he  would  leave  this  part  of  the  subject. 

The  argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Vermont 
[Mr.  Collamer]  had  been  Bsid  by  gentlemen  upon 
that  floor  to  be  unanswerable.  The  gentleman 
referred  to  the  militia  law  passed  by  Congress, 
and  said  it  was  a  mandatory  act.  lie  would  in- 
form the  gentleman,  at  the  risk  of  having  the  term 
nullification  applied  to  the  action  of  his  State,  that 
that  mandatory  act,  in  reference  to  the  militia, 
had  never  been  executed  in  that  State.  But  there 
was  a  plain  distinction  between  Ihe  two  cases: 
there,  there  was  no  forfeiture;  but  in  the  present 
case  there  was  a  forfeiture — neither  more  nor  less 
than  absolute  disfranchisement.  There  was  no  j 
similarity  between  them.  The  gentleman  had 
told  them  that  the  act  of  Congress  in  regard  to 
weights  and  measures  was  mandatory  upon  the  ! 
Stales.  He  was  somewhat  surprised  to  hear  the 
gentleman  make  the  declaration  after  what  he  had 
told  them  of  his  legal  learning.  He  took  leave  to 
differ  with  the  gentleman  iipon  this  point.  The 
Constitution  declared  that  Congress  should  have 
power  to  coin  money  and  to  regulate  the  value 
thereof,  and  to  fix  the  stanthird  of  weights  and 
measures.  But  Congress,  he  believed,  had  not  i 
interfe'ed  with  the  subject  until  1806,  when  a  rea-  ' 
olution  was  adopted  establishing  a  complete  set 
of  weights  and  measures;  and  they  were  forward- 
ed to  each  State,  in  order  that  the  standard  might 
be  uniform.  In  that  case.  Congress  exercised  its 
full  powers:  and  it  needed  no  State  legislation  to 
carry  out  the  intention  of  Congress.  But  he  would 
pass  to  another  learned  decision  of  the  gentleman, J 
that  another  mandatory  act  of  Congress  was  that  ; 
in  regard  to  choosing  the  electors  of  President  and  i 
Vice  President.  Would  the  gentleman  have  deliv- 
ered this  doctrine  sitting  in  his  judicial  capacity 
upon  the  bench?  The  State  Legislaturesof  some  of 
the  States  had  the  power  of  choosing  those  elect- 
ors. The  people  could  do  without  any  regula- 
tion to  be  prescribed  on  the  part  of  Congress. 

One  word  in  reference  lo  what  had  been  said 
by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Hcnt.] 
That  gentleman  seemed  to  think  that  it  was  dis- 
respectful towards  the  States  of  this  Union,  be- 
cause these  four  States  had  refused  to  comply 
with  the  act  of  Congress.  If  be  were  permitted 
to  use  an  argument  ad  kominAn,  he  would  ask  the 

fentleman  what  the  great  Stale  of  New  York  had  | 
one  in  regard  to  tbi$  matter?  Did  th«  States  of  I 


New  Hampshire,  Georgia,  Missoori,  and  Mis- 
sissippi, stand  alone  in  this  matter?  No,  no. 
The  Legislature  of  the  Empire  Slate  had  sol- 
emnly declared  this  act  of  Congress  to  be  a  usurp- 
ation, a  violation  of  the  spirit  and  intention  of  the 
Constitution;  nay,  they  went  further  than  this; 
they  sent  their  resolution  lo  Ihe  members  upon 
this  floor— and  he  knew  not  but  the  gentleman 
had  it  in  his  pocket — instructing  her  Senators  and 
requesting  her  Representatives  to  vote  for  the  re- 
peal of  that  law;  and  yet  the  gentleman  talked 
about  a  want  of  respect  on  the  part  of  those  who 
omitted  to  comply  with  it.  If  the  four  Slates  in 
question  had  paiti  no  respect  to  some  of  the  States, 
they  had,  at  least,  paid  due  respect  to  the  greet 
State  of  New  York.  It  did  not  come  very  well 
from  the  gentleman  from  New  York  to  taunt  lb* 
four  Stales  with  a  want  of  respect. 

There  was  another  thing  which  had  been  mneh 
talked  about.  They  had  oeen  told  not  to  make 
this  a  party  question.  Heaven  knew  he  did  not 
wish  to  make  it  a  partyqueation.  If  it  had  been 
made  a  party  question,  who  was  answerable  for 
making  it  such  ?  Who  came  into  that  House,  on 
Ihe  first  day  of  the  session,  and  declared  that  cer- 
tain persons  on  that  floor,  who  had  been  sent 
from  four  sovereign  States  to  that  House,  had 
been  ^ilty  of  a  proceeding  revolutionary  in  its 
eharacter,overthrowing  law  and  nrder,and  haviw 
a  tendency  to  the  destruction  of  a  free  form  of 
Government  ?  These  very  gentlemen  come  for- 
ward and  say,  "  pray  do  not  make  this  a  party 
question;"  while  their  msin  arguments  have  been 
based  upon  party  principles.  But  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  made  a  remark  the  other  day 
which  touched  him  more  nearly  than  any  other. 
The  gentleman  questioned  the  patriotism  of  the 
four  States.  He  thanked  God  the  character  of 
the  people  of  New  Hampshire  was  established 
long  before  this  question  arose.  He  would  point 
the  gentleman  to  revolutionary  times,  and  to  tbe 
conduct  of  the  people  of  that  State  during  the  last 
war.  Their  patriotism  was  too  well  recognized 
lobe  detracted  from  by  the  gentleman's  insinu- 
ated doubts.  He  would  lell  the  gentleman  ibers 
was  not  a  more  pure  and  enlightened  people  on 
the  face  of  the  earth;  and  he  believM  the  same 
might  be  said  of  the  people  of  the  four  Slatek 

Mr.  CHAPPELL observed  that  nothing  short 
of  his  sense  of  the  obligations  growing  out  ofhis 
position  on  that  floor,  and  his  being  one  whose 
rightto  hisscat  there  was  called  in  question,  would 
have  called  him  up  on  that  debate;  for  in  addi- 
tion to  that  weariness  of  mind  arising  from  con- 
tinual waiting  for  an  opportunity  to  obtain  the 
floor,  his  physical  disability  scarcely  left  him 
strength  to  perform  in  a  proper  manner  the  task 
he  had  undertaken.  It  was  no  light  matter  for 
one,  even  so  humble  as  himself,  but  who  had  nev- 
ertheless been  chosen  by  the  whole  body  of  free- 
men of  his  State  to  represent  them  in  this  august 
assembly  of  the  nation;  it  was,  he  repealed,  no 
light  matter  for  one  circumstanced  as  he  was  to 
forego  his  speech  and  argument,  ns  well  as  his 
vote  and  action,  for  the  maintenance  of  those 
rights  which  his  constituents,  in  iheir  free  choice, 
had  placed  him  here  to  defend.  Did  he  regard  tbe 
question  before  the  House  as  one  which  merely 
concerned  him  personally ,  high  as  he  deemed  ihe 
honor  of  a  seat  in  that  House,  he  should  consider 
i(  scarcely  worth  the  length  of  the  contention 
which  the  question  called  forth.  But,  viewing  it 
in  its  true  character;  viewing  it  as  a  question  of 
a  division  of  the  powers,  made  by  tlie  Federal 
'Constitution,  between  this  Government  and  those 
of  the  States;  viewing  it  as  a  question  tnucbing 
the  rights  of  the  people,  not  Anly  of  four  of  the 
States,  but  of  all  the  States  of  this  Union,  so  fsr 
as  the  abstract  right' of  representation  was  con- 
cerned, the  question  rose  to  an  importance  that 
demanded  the  most  grave  and  serious  coniideia- 
tinn.  It  involved  the  successful  workings  of  the 
system  under  which  we  live;  it  involved  the  tiues- 
tion,  whether  the  Federal  Government  shall,  at 
every  session  of  Congress,  at  its  own  caprice, 
under  the  impress  of  the  numerous  and  various 
motives  which  may  influence  political  and  legis- 
lative action,  have  the  right  to  strip  the  people  of 
one  or  more  of  the  States  of  this  Union  of  their 
representation  on  this  floor.  Sir,  the  direct  effect 
of^the  legislative  action  of  the  last  Congress  upon 
this  question,  if  it  should  be  sustained  by  the 
judicial  action  of  the  House,  would  be  to  deprive 
the  people  of  four  SUttes  of  their  repreMotatioa. 
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and,  under  existing  laws,  to  deprive  them  even 
of  tiie  right  of  being  represented  here. 

What  were  the  great  principles  ofinterprelation 
which  reason,  which  common  sense,  which  all 
law,  human  and  divine,  requirpd  us  to  appl3r  to 
the  iiivesti^tion  snd  decision  of  questions  of  this 
nature.  A  re  we  at  libertjr  to  be  astute  ?  Are  we 
at  liberty  to  strain  our  ingenuity?  Are  we  at 
l>.''<'ty  to  torture  our  wit  for  the  purpose  of  find- 
ing a  possible  or  plausible  conslraction  of  the 
Constilu'ion  of  the  United  Slates,  which  shall 
work  such  <n  effect  M  may  enlarge  the  powers 
of  the  Federal  OoTemment  at  the  expense  of  the 
Slates?  Before  theae  tribunals  whose  sole  busi- 
ness it  was  to  eoiisiTue  laws  and  constitutions, 
and  enforce  them  in  particular  cases  as  they  may 
■rise  for  adjudication,  no  principle  was  better 
settled,  no  principle  was  more  sacredly  resneeted 
suid  observed,  than  that  in  faTor  ot  life,  liberty, 
aiHl  all  the  great  rights  which  the  Constitution 
and  laws  ha»e  secui«d  to  the  people — '.hat  there 
■hall  be,  on  all  questions  when  that  life  an'J  that 
liberty,  or  those  rights,  are  assailed,  a  faTorable 
oonstraetion  in  theirbehalf.  If  there  be  a  law  or 
eonstitution  so  framed  as  that,  by  a  certain  con- 
struction of  it,  life,  liberty,  or  property,  or  any 
great  interest  of  the'people,  is  putathazard,  what 
is  the  principle  of  construction  which  all  judicial 
IrilMinats  are  bound  to  apply?  It  is  a  principle 
which  cannot  be  controTetted;  it  is  a  principle 
which  most  give  saeh  a  construction  as  may  sare 
the  right  and  avoid  the  forfeiture;  as  may  secure 
the  liMrty  of  the  citiisen  and  avoid  the  loss  of  it. 
Would  any  gentleman,  whether  of  the  majority 
or  minority  of  the  House,  for  one  moment  treat 
that  principle  as  debatable !  Would  they  ask  him 
to  go  into  books  of  Ipgal  lore,  and  resort  to  the 
actiral  decisions  of  judicial  tribunals  to  establish 
a  proposition  already  so  well  settled  ?  He  was 
sure  they  would  ask  no  such  thing;  and  that  the 
barestatementof  that  principle  would  be  sufficient 
to  commend  it  to  the  conviction  of  all  sides  of  the 
House.  Might  be  not,  then, etmsider  as  entitird 
to  some  rebuke  the  utter  practical  disregard  of 
that  great  principle  of  construction  which  had 
been  exhibited  in  the  debate  from  one  side  of  the 
House?  He  would  appeal  to  gentlemen  them- 
selves, who  had  occupied  the  ear  of  the  House 
in  opposition  to  the  rights  of  the  people  of  four 
Slates,  and  who  ask  them  wheiiier,  upon  an  ex- 
amination of  their  own  principles  of  construc- 
tion, they  had  not  strained  hard  neainst  the  right 
of  representation — against  the  validity  of  the  elec- 
tions which  had  taken  place  in  four  States;  and 
whether  thev  had  not  strained  hs'd  for  a  con- 
struction whfch  went  to  disfranchise  those  States, 
and  send  back  the  Representatives  they  had  sent 
here?  He  wonlJ  appeal  to  gentlemen  themselves 
if  the  views  they  expressed  were  not  the  conse- 
qnence  of  such  a  construction  as  he  described? 
But  he  was  not  left  in  doubt  upon  this  subject. 
He  was  struck — the  House  itself  was  struck — 
with  the  avowal  of  that  principle  by  the  gentle- 
man fVom  Virginia  who  last  addressed  the  House 
.yesterday;  and  thoagb  his  mind  had  been  watch- 
ing the  actual  disregard  of  the  principle  he  had 
referred  to  on  this  question,  yet  he  was  not  pre- 
pared to  hear  it  avowed  in-  terms.  He  called  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  fact  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  did  quote  a  distinguished  law 
writer  in  support  of  the  proposition  that  the  courts 
■liould  strain  hard  in  order  to  find  a  eonstmctioA 
which  would  save  the  statute  from  being  declared 
-  null  and  inoperative. 

Yes,  sir,  the  gentleman  quoted  authority  to 
C»o*e  that  the  courts  should  strain  hard  in  order 
to  reach  a  construction  which  would  give  efiect 
and  operation  to  the  statute,  and  save  it  from  be- 
coming null  and  of  no  effect;  and  the  gentleman 
did  apply  that  principle  to  this  question;  and,  by 
applying  it,  he  was  enabled  to  reach  a  conclusion 
«rhich  would  give  effect  to  the  second  section  of 
the  apportionment  act,  though  that  effect  would 
pronounce  sentence  on  the  rights  of  the  people  of 
foarof  the  States  Afthis  Union,  turn  away  their 
Representatives  from  that  Hall,  and  deny  them 
an  equal  participation  with  their  brethren  and 
their  constitutional  coworkers  within  it.    Now, 
It  was  not  the  correctness  of  the  abstract  rule  of 
construction  quoted  by  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia as  a  principle  of  English  common  law,  to 
which  he  oojected.   In  the  English  cpmmon  law, 
there  was  nothing  higher  known  to  any  court  or 
uibiuial  than  a  statute— than  a  mere  act  of  Par- 


liament. Under  the  English  common  law,  no 
(juestion  could  ever  arise  as  to  the  invalidity  of 
an  act  of  Parliament,  growing  out  of  want  of  au- 
thority in  Parliament  to  pass  it. 

There  was  a  question  which  might  arise  before 
any  tribunal  whatever — whether  a  law  might  not 
be  void  for  want  of  sufficient  precision  existing 
within  it,  or  in  other  statutes  on  which  it  de- 
pended.- Hence  questions  arose  in  the  English 
cotKts  whether  the  law  c-.n  tains  sufficient  machin- 
ery to  render  it  eapabi  .of  execution, and  in  soch 
oases  the  court  of  England  will  give  their  aid  to 
carry  it  into.  execu*.ion,  by  adopting  such  a  con- 
struction as  will  be  sufficient  for  that  purpose. 
He  was  ready  to  concede  to  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  that  a  court  may  properly  and  legiti- 
mately exercise  its  astuteness;  it  may  strain  hard 
as  one  means  by  which  it  may  avoid  declaring  an 
act  of  Parliament  null  and  void ;  for  anaet  of  Par- 
liament is  to  be  judged  only  by  its  own  capability 
of  execution ,  and  not  to  be  judged  by  its  agreeing 
with  any  higher  law. 

What,  therefore,  he  objected  to,  was,  that  this 
firinciple,  which  was  sound  in  English  law  as  ap- 
plied to  acts  of  Parliament,  should  be  applied  by 
the  gentleman  to  the  question  before  the  House, 
where  there  was  the  broadest  distinction  between 
it  and  such  cases  as  might  arise  in  the  English 
courts.  Did  not  gentlemen  bear  in  mind,  that 
whilst  they  are  straining  hard — in  the  language  of 
the  English  law  authority,  quoted  by  the  geiitle- 
])fian  from  Virginia— to  give  effect  to  the  statute 
in  question,  they  were  straining  equally  hard  to 
give  a  construction  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  which  would  enlarge  the  powers  of 
this  Government,  and  cnntrorthose  of  tne States? 
•Was  thereany  bettersettled  proposition  in  regsr^ 
to  the  construction  of  the  Constitution,  than  thSk 
you  shall  not  strain  hard;  that  you  shall  not  be 
astute;  that  you  shall  not,  by  far-fetched  refine- 
ments, so  construe  it  as  to  enlarge  the  powers  of 
the  Oovernment,  at  the  expense  of  the  rights  of 
the  States?  Was  there  any  party  in  this  country 
that  would  not  pronounce  their  assent  to  th.ai  doc- 
trine. He  knew  not  what  to  add,  after  stating  the 
simple  proposition  to  the  House,  ;hat  could  give 
it  more  force.  It  was  enough,  jo  repeat  it,  to  gain 
for  it  the  most  ample  attention  of  ine  House.  He 
was  not  here  for  the  purpose  of  asking  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Hoase  to  old  and  long-settled  consti- 
tutional questions,  and  established  principles;  but 
for  the  purpose  of  reviving  them  in  the  memory 
of  those  by  whom  they  seemed  to  have  been  for- 
gotten on  the  present  occasion.  That  one  prin- 
ciple of  construction  seemed  to  him  to  be  sufficient 
for  the  question,  and  to  override  completely  the 
one  brought  forward  by  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia as  soon  as  they  were  brought  face  to  face, 
and  an  application  attempted  to  tlie  presertt  rase. 

What  was  the  construction  that  the  doctrine 
be  laid  down  required  of  all  legislative  and  judi- 
cial tribunals  of  the  country  ?  He  understood  it 
to  mean  that  theV  must  stand  away  from  all  the 
barriers  which  tne  Constitution  has  erected  be- 
tween those  powers  which  belong  to  this  Gov- 
emmeitt  and  those  which  lielong  to  the  States 
by  whom  it  was  created.  And  when  he  heard 
gentlemen  descanting  with  so  much  eloquence  on 
the  unappreciable  value  of  harmony  in  all  the 
parts  of  the  complicated  system  of  government 
under  which  we  live,  he  implored  them  to  bear  in 
mind  that  the  only  way  to  preserve  this  harmo- 
nious action  was  the  observance  of  the  maxim, 
"  Stand  away  from  the  barriers  which  the  Con- 
stitution has  erected  between  the  powers  of  the 
Federal  Government  and  the  powers  of  the 
States;"  avoid  touching  the  great  boundaries 
which  divide  the  two;  and  When  a  conflict  arises 
between  them,  give  such  a  construction  as  will  be° 
in  favor  of  the  latter.  The  danger  of  collision 
from  the  workings  of  the  different  parts  of  our 
system  of  government  beine  in  the  bands  of  dif- 
ferent functionaries,  all  will  admit  is  the  great 
peril  to  which  our  political  system  is  exposed. 
That  was  the  great  peril  to  which  all  Federal 
Qovernments  must  of  necessity  be  exposed;  and 
by  no  skill  of  contrivance,  by  no  patriotism,  by 
no  enlightened  conduct,  can  we  guard  against 
such  collisions,  which  must  of  necessity  occur, 
and  which  are  sometimes  soalarming  as  to  threaten 
the  existenc»  of  the  system. 

He  would  ask,  then,  if  it  was  not  the  solemn 
duty  of  the  House  to  study  the  perils  to  which 
weare  exposed, and  exercise  its  wisdom  in  avoid- 


ing them.  How  can  you  do  thil,  if  this  Govern- 
ment will  not  act  on  the  principle  of  carefully 
abstaining  from  trenching  on  those  rights  which 
the  States  have  reserved  to  themselves !  Again: 
for  the  purpose  of  showing  how  utterly  inappli- 
eable  the  law  maxim  of  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia was  to  the  question  before  them,  he  would 
suppose  there  were  two  conflicting  statutes;  and 
that  on  the  side  of  one  stood  arrayed  the  States 
of  New  Hampshire,  Georgia,  Missouri,  and  Mis- 
sissippi; while,  on  the  side  of  the  other,  stood, 
in  a  position  irreconcilable  with  it,  the  law  of 
Congress;  which  of  these  two  statutes  opposite 
to,  and  irreconcilable  with  each  other,  should 
have  the  benefit  of  this  hard  straining  to  give 
such  a  construction  to  it  as  to  give  it  operation 
and  effect, and  save  it  from  being  pronounced  null 
and  void  ? 

He  put  that  question  to  gentlemen,  and  he 
asked  them  how  they  would  escape  from  the  di- 
lemma. When  they  undertook  to  apply  such  a 
principle  of  construction  as '  '  of  straining  hard 
to  give  such  a  construction  to  a  'tte  as  would 
give  it  a  certain  desired  effect,  he  aske  which 
enactment  should  have  the  benefit  of  such  amsr- 
im.  It  seemed  to  him  to  be  too  plain  a  question 
to  reouire  an  answer,  though  it  might  not  eorre- 
spono  with  that  which  the  argument  on  the  ether 
side  had  impliedly  furnished.  The  statutes  of 
State  Legislatures  must  be  tried  by  the  same  prin- 
ciple of  construction  as  was  applied  to  the  statutes 
of  this  Government;  and  between  two  conflicting 
statutes  of  State  and  general  legislation,  they 
were  not  at  liberty  to  apply  the  principle  ofstrain* 
ing  hard  to  give  effect  and  operation  to  the  stat- 
utes of  this  Government  as  against  the  statutes 
of  the  States.  They  should  do  no  such  thing, 
but  carry  them  bdth  to  the  grand  and  only  test 
oj  irhich  they  could  be  tried— to  the  Constltutioa 
to  wj>ich  they  were  both  subordinate.  To  this 
test  the  Souse  must  take  both  the  State  laws  and 
I'ne  enactm>?t  of  Congress,  which  were  both 
passed  bv  legislative  boaies,  that  were  alike  sworn 
to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
legislative  bodies  that  were  both  empowered  by 
the  Constitution  to  judge  of  thei'  respective  pow- 
ers under  the  Constitution.  If  the,  '•«'•  'hen  two 
conflicting  statutes,  both  passed  by  assemblies 
under  the  Constitution,  and  under  an  oathto^up* 
port  it,  they  must  not  give  one  an  advantage  ov9' 
the  other  in  the  application  j>f  a  principle  of  con- 
struction, but  try  them  both  by  the  test  of  the 
Constitution  to  which  they  were  both  subordi- 
nate. And  now  he  brou|^ht  them  to  that  test,  as 
to  a  supreme  law,  to  which  they  must  equally 
bow. 

But  having  dwelt  long  enough  on  the  principle 
of  construction  by  which  they  were  to  be  gov- 
erned, he  would  proceed  to  another  part  of  bis 
task.  He  begged  leave  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  one  or  two  passages  from  the  re- 
port of  the  minority  of  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions. He  then  read  extracts  from  the  report  re. 
ferred  to,  and  commented  thereon  at  length,  to 
prove  the  fallacy  of  its  argumentation;  and  be 
asked  if  Congress  could,  by  simply  repealing  a 
preexisting  law  on  the  subject  of  elections,  leave 
the  people  of  the  States  without  any  law  what- 
ever? He  asked  the  minority  of  the  committee 
to  come  up  to  that  question,  and  to  answer  him 
whether,  in  the  name  of  a  repeal  or  alteration  of 
a  law,  they  were  to  repeal  a  preexisting  law,  and 
leave  the  people  without  any  regulations  what- 
ever? 

Mr.  CATLlN.  1  have  not  deemed  myself 
called  upon  to  occupy  the  time  of  this  House  with 
any  remarks  upon  the  various  subjects  which 
have  been  hitherto  brought  before  it  for  debate. 
I  may,  perhaps,  have  felt  that  their  discussion 
should  be  left  to  those  who^e  constituents  were 
more  particularly  interested  in  these  subjects  than 
were  my  own;  or  I  may  have  have  been  re- 
strained by  the  sentiment  that  my  first  introduc- 
tion here  would  excuse  me  in  taking  but  few  lib- 
erties in  a  hall  graced  by  the  presence  of  veterans 
in  the  work  of  legislation. 

But  in  the  resolutions  now  before  the  House 
are  presented  grave  and  important  questions  of 
constitutional  law — questions  involving  the  pow- 
ers and  duties  of  Congress  and  of  this  House, 
and  deeply  affecting  the  rights  of  the  Slates  and 
of  the  people.  While  upon  one  hand  it  is  de- 
clared that  the  second'  section  of  an  act  of  Con- 
gress, approved  June  35,  lb42, "  is  not  a  taw  mads 
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in  pursuoncc  of.  the  Conatiiution  of  the  United 
Statrs,  and  valid,  operative,  aim  binding  upon 
the  Slated;"  upon  the  other  hand,  it  ia  nsaeried 
that  four  of  tlie  sovereign  States  of  this  Confed- 
eracy arc  not  entitled  to  representation  upon  the 
floor  of  this  House.  These  are,  indeed,  grave 
and  important  propositions;  and  perhaps  T  should 
have  contented  myself  with  listening  to  the  able 
and  intcrestin;  debatc-s  to  which  they  lead,  and 
at  their  close  have  given  a  silent  vote. 

But,  air,  we  have  been  toid  by  lionornble  gen- 
tlemen upon  (his  floor,  that  these  questions  arc  to 
be  carricil  by  ihcm  before  the  people;  that  there 
they  will  be  discussed;  and  that  the  decision  of 
the  |M!ople  will  be  sousht  upon  them. .  Before  the 
people  of  the  Stale  which  1  have  the  honor  Itere, 
in  part,  to  reppeseiil,  these  questions  linvo  been 
already  taken;  and  before  that  iieople  they  huvc 
been  already  discnssed;  they  werediscu.isi^d,  loo, 
at  the  extra  session  of  tliu  Legislature  of  Connec- 
ticut in  1842,  and  it  wns  there  solemnly  resolved 
by  that  body  iliat  the  second  section  of  the  act 
in  question  was  invalid,  inoperative,  and  void. 
The  Chief  Executive  Magistrate  nf  Connecticut, 
a  gentleman  dlsiiiiguislied  for  liisliigh  legal  at- 
tainments, approved  that  resolution.  On  the  first 
Monday  in  April  last,  the  people  of  that  State  ap- 
proved it,  and  it  now  siands  as  their  di.'libcrnie 
and  solemn  decision  upon  the  propositions  now 
before  this  House. 

In  vindication  of  ihc  opinions  of  the  people  ond 
of  the  Legislature  of  Connecticut  thus  expressed, 
opinions  in  which  I  most  fully  concur,  and  in  ac- 
cordance with  which  1  shall  vote  when  the  ques- 
tion is  taken  upon  this  subject — I  would  submit  a 
few  remarks  to  the  indulgent  consideration  of  this 
House. 

The  fifth  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  iho  United  States  provides  that  "each 
House  shall  be  the  judge  o(  the  cicci  ions,  returns, 
andqualificationsof  its  own  members."  In  view 
of  this  provision  of  the  Constiiution,  1  cannot 
doubt  that  this  House  ia  coiisliiub^d  the  jjiidgc  of 
the  elections,  returns,  and  qunlificaitnns  of  those 
claim  iiig  seals  here  from  theiJtatesnfNew  Hamp- 
shire, Georgia,  Mississippi,  and  Missouri,  as  well 
as  from  all  the  other  Stales  in  this  Confederacy; 
and  that  it  ia  as  competent  for  this  House  to  de- 
termine the  rights  of  those  cinimins;  under  elec- 
tions by  general  tickel,as  of  those  claiming  under 
district  elections. 

Of  these  questions,  this  Hous?  ia  constituted 
the  sole,  exclusive,  and  omnipotent  tribunal  to 
judge;  and  its  decisions  cannot  be  revised,  re- 
yersed,  or  set  aside,  by  any  other  branch  or  de- 
pct^tmenl  of  ihisOovernment.  Indeed,  the  ques- 
tion of  jurisdiction  seems  to  be  fully  settled  by  the 
section  of  the  Constitution  to  which  I  have  re- 
ferred. From  the  report  of  the  committee  to  w:bom 
it  was  referred  to  inquire  "  whether  the  several 
members  of  this  House  have  been  elected  in  con- 
formity wifh  the  Constitution  and  laws,"  it  np- 
Sars  that  the  members  from  the  States  of  New 
ampshire,  Georgia,  Mississippi,  and  Missouri 
were  elected  by  general  tieket,  in  accordance  with 
the  long-established  laws  and  usages  nf  those 
State8respectively;and  that,undcrthese  laws  and 
usages,  their  elections,  returns, and  qualifications 
were  perfect  and  complete. 

But  it  is  protested  that,  by  the  second  section 
of  "  An  act  for  the  apportionment  of  Represent- 
atives among  the  several  Stales,  according  to  the 
sixth  census,"  approved  June  25, 1842,  the  elec- 
tion laws  of  the  States  which  1  have  named,  so 
far  as  they  relate  to  the  iiuinner  of  electing  Rep- 
resentatives in  Congress,  have  been  altered,  ahro- 
rated,  or  repealed;  and  that,  inasmuch  as  the 
Legislaturefl  of  those  States  respectively  did  not 

Krovida  for  the  election  of  their  Representatives 
y  districts,  but  suffered  their  elections  to  pro- 
ceed by  general  ticket,  the  siaing  members  from 
those  Stales  were  not  elected  in  tionformity  with 
the  Constitution  and  laws,  and  hence  are  not  en- 
titled to  their  seats  upon  this  floor. 

This  presents  the  direct  question  whether  the 
second  section  of  the  apportionment  act  of  June 
35,  1643,  is  or  is  not  a  law  made  in  pursuance  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  valid, 
operative  and  binding  upon  the  Slates.  If  it  is 
such  a  law,  it  ia,  of  necessary  consequence,  para- 
mount 10  the  election  laws  of  those  states,  so  far 
as  it  comes  in  conflict  with  them;  the  congres- 
sional election  in  those  Slates  must  be  held  upon 
a  principle  new  and  unknown  to  their  legislation 


at  the  time  the  elections  were  in  fact  held ;  and  it 
follows  that  the  members  from  those  Slates  are 
now  occupying  scats  upon  this  door  to  which, 
under  the  Constiiution  and  laws,  they  are  not 
entitled.  But  if  the  section  in  question  is  not 
such  a  law,  Uicii  the  election  laws  of  those  States 
at  the  time  of  their  respective  elections,  were 
themselves  in  full  force  and  binding,  and  there 
ia  an  end  of  the  dnetrincs  of  the  protest. 

This  lust  proposition  I  asserl:  that  the  Uws 
under  which  the  lale  congressional  elections  were 
held  in  the  States  of  New  Hampshire  Georgia, 
Missi-isippi,  and  Missouri,  were  then  constitu- 
tional, in  full  force,  valid,  operative,  and  •bind- 
ing, and  that  the  members  «lecled  under  titose 
laws  were  olected  in  conformity  with  the  Consti- 
iution and  lows,  ond  ore  entitled  to  their  seals  in 
this  House. 

Tlwt  tite  election  laws  of  those  States  once  pos- 
sessed the  vitality  and  power  and  authority  which 
I  ascribe  to  tlieni,  is  by  no  one  denied.  That  all 
or  any  of  those  Stales  had  superseded  or  repealed 
those  lows,  is  by  no  one  pretended ;  nor  is  it  pre- 
tended that  cither  lite  Legislatures  or  the  people 
of  any  of  those  Stales  had  cast  olT  or  disavowed 
those  laws  as  unwise,  unsafe,  unequal,  or  unjust. 
The  Legislatures  of  ihnse  Slates  had  severally 
discharged  the  high  and  responsible  duties  im- 
postnl  ii(>on  litem  by  the  Constitution;  they  hod 
res|H:ctively  prescribed  the  limes,  places,  and 
manner  of  holding  elections  of.Scnotbrs  and  Rvp- 
resoniatives;  and  of  them  the  Constitution  re- 
quired no  further  action.  The  people  of  thos6 
Utates  were  thus  fully  supplied  by  their  several 
Li'gislalures  with  all  the  means  necessary  to  en- 
able ihem  to  exercise  the  inestimable  franchise  of 
electing,  in  their  own  way,  their  own  Reprcsanta- 
lives  in  the  councils  of  this  Confederacy. 

Has  anyihing  transpired  which  has  had  the 
power  and  elFect  lo  annihilate  or  modify  this  hard- 
earned,  dcar-buughi,  invaluable  privilege?  Has 
anything  traitspired  which  has  had  the  power 
nnd  efiecl  to  restrain  ur  alter  the  mode  or  manner 
of  the  exercise  of  that  privilege?  No,  sir,  nothing. 
There  ore  no  provisions  in  the  8ccnnd  section 
of  tlie  apportionment  act  of  1842  which  caiiriTect 
a  change  in  the  extent  of  this  right,  or  in  the 
manner  of  its  exercise. 

For  myself,  I  am  prepared  to  admit  that  the 
power  to  make  regulations  prescribing  ihe  times, 
places,  and  manner  of  holding  elections  fur  llep- 
resenratives,  and  the  power  to  alter  the  regula- 
tions prescribed  by  the  Slate  Legislatures  touch- 
ing ilie  same  particulars,  is,  by  the  fourth  section 
of  Ihc  first  article  of  the  Constitution,  vested  in 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States.^  The  terms  of 
the  grant  arc  full,  clear,  and  explicit;  the  cotem- 
poraneous  exposition  of.  the  Cunaiitution  con- 
ceded this  power  to  Congress;  the  seven  or  more 
States  who,  in  their  conventions,  sirongly  ob- 
jected to  this  clause  of  the  Constitution, fully  ad- 
mitted— nay,  claimed — that  it  conferred  danger- 
ous power  upon  Congress;  ond^hese  Stales  and 
statesmen,  who  hove  vainly  endeavored  to  pro- 
cure the  exclusion  of  this  clause  from  the  Con- 
stitution, have  left  no  room  fordoubt  in  my  mind 
that  upon  Congress  has  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  devolved  the  power  in  question. 

But,  sir,  it  is  a  naked  power.  It  was  conferred 
with  great  jealousy  and  reluctance.  It  was  not 
conferred  with  ony  view  that  Congress  should 
exercise  it,  OS  o  matter  of  course.  No,  sir.  It 
was  admitted,  the  other  day,  by  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Tennessee,  that  "  this  clause  was 
inserted  in  the  Constitution  so  that  the  Gnvcrn- 
mentshould  have  the  powerof  perpetuating  itself, 
and  for  no  other  purpose;"  and  this  was  a  wiae 
and  correct  view  of  the  object  and  purpose  of  the 
grant. 

Had  anything  occurred  to  render  the  exercise 
of  Ihe  power  thus  granted  either  necessary  or  ex- 
pedientr  We  have,  indeed,  Iiecn  told  by  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Indiana  that  no  law  had 
ever  been  passed  which  was  wiser  in  its  aims  than 
the  apportionment  law  of  the  Twenly-Sevenih 
Congress.  But  no  mischiefs  of  the  then  existing 
State  laws  have  been  pointed  out.  None  have 
pretended  to  assert  that  the  existence  of  the  Gov- 
ernment was  endangered  by  the  neglect  or  refusal 
of  any  of  the  Slates  to  pass  the  necessary  laws  to 
secure  a  full  representation  in  Congress;  nor  hv 
the  unequal  and  unjust  operation  of  the  laws  whicn 
the  States  respectively  have  provided.  No,  sir, 
The  Slates  were  satisfied,  and  the  people  were 


satisfied, -with  the  exercise  of  powers  which  had 
been  confirmed  as  wise  and  safe  by  the  experience 
of  more  than  half  a  century. 

But  it  is  said  that  the  district  system  which  the 
second  section  of  the  apportionment  bill  attempts 
to  force  upon  the  people,  isemincnily  democratic, 
and  in  most  perfect  consononcu  with  the  doctrines 
denominated  State-rights  doctrines.  I  am  one  of 
those  who  hold  the  district  system  in  the  highest 
regard ;  and  I  would  rejoice  that  the  people  of  tliis 
country  would  adopt  it  in  nefcrenoe  to  every  crisis 
and  every  contingency  where  tbeyare  or  maybe 
called  upon  to  act  by  delegates  or  representatiTcs. 
It  has  the  preiHnincnl  advantage  over  all  other 
systems  in  this — that  it  secures  to  the  people  the 
privilege  and  the  powerof  electing  in  fact,  as  well 
as  in  theory,  their  own  servants  or  Representa- 
tives; it  breaks  up  the  consolidating  strength  of 
Ihe  large  States;  and  it  secures  to  the  people  a 
just  and  equal  representation  by  those  who  are 
surely  ihc  cxponeirls  nf  the  people's  will. 

The  district  system  had  become,  and  was  grow- 
ing to  lie,  more  and  more  popular.  A  great  ma- 
jority, including  all  ihe  larger  of  the  States  io  the 
Confederacy,  had  adopted  it  in  their  Slate  Itgis- 
hition;  and  then,  «nea</€d/er  and  unexpected,  came 
the  tnamfoinKj  act  of  the  Twenty-Seventh  Con- 
gress, which  would  compel  the  other  States eotaa- 
tarilg  to  act  in  acoordunce  with  congressional  he- 
liosis. In  my  judgment,  sir,  tlie  exercise  of  the 
power  confrrred  upon  Congress  by  the  fourth  see- 
lion  of  the  first  article,  would  have  been  theexer-' 
ciseof  a  mere  power,  unwise, inexpedient, and  in 
derogation  of  the  dignity  and  the  rights  of  the 
Stoles  and  of  the  people. 

But  it  hnd  been  said  that  the  apportionment  bill 
received  the  sanction  of  both  branches  of  Con- 
gress and  of  the  Executive,  ond  that  hence  all  its 
provisions  must  be  censiituiional  and  wise  and 
just. 

But  ihe  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
[Mr.  Newton,]  however  much  he  was  ia  favor 
of  the  opportioiimnnt  act,  seemed  almost  inclined 
to  censure  the  President  of  the  United  Stales  for 
huving  given  it  his  sanction;  or  rather,  I  appre- 
hend that  he  was  inclined  to  cenaare  him  becaase 
he  denounced,  as  we  do,  the  aeeond  sectioo  of 
the  bill.  The  honorable  gentleman,  however,  re- 
trraled  behind  his  own  ilignity,  and  assured  us 
that  he  "  would Mrl  war  upon  the  dead."  Wsr 
upon  the  dead  !  Why,  did  the  honorable  geaile- 
man  mean  lo  say  that  ihe  President  had  fallen  in 
political  death  i  VVhen,  1  ask,  did  thePresideot 
meet  this  fate?  Was  it  when  hia  name  found 
a  place  on  the  ticket  of  the  "  universal  Whig 
party"  in  1840?  No, sir;  for  long  after  that  event 
the  honorable  gentleman  and  his  oom-pofFiiiti  were 
found  rejoicing  in  "  Tippecanoe  mtd  T^kr  Im." 
Was  it  when  lie  refused  his  name  to  a  bill  cre- 
ating a  mammoth  notional  bank — one  of  the  most 
dangerous  and  demoralizing  engines  of  corrup- 
tion, oppression,  and  tyranny,  of  which  the  mind 
can  conceive— and  returned  that  bill,  with  his  ob- 
jections, to  the  House  in  whicli  it  originated? 
Oh,  no.  The  President  was_^then  mighty  forgoad._ 
With  a  firm  and  mooly  strCdo,  he  was  then  walk- 
ing in  the  footsteps  of  a  truly  illustrious  prede- 
cessor; and,  like  liiin,  he  won  the  golden  npiDioas 
of  all  honest  men.  Was  it  when  be  refused  bis 
osseni  to  a  second  bill — a  bill  conceived  in  fraud 
and  born  in  corruption — ^granting  to  British  and 
American  capitalists  a  monopoly  of  oil  the  finan- 
cial, commercial,  and  industrial  aflairs  of  this 
great  and  mighly  people?  Surely  not;  for  this  act 
more  strongly  cemented  and  strengthened  the  ties 
which  bound  tl^e  President  to  the  people.  But 
when,  sir,  did  he  thus  die  ?  Was  it  when  be  re- 
(Ttsed  bis  sanction  to  a  bill  which  authorized  ibis 
Government  to  rob  and  plunder  with  one  hand, 
and  with  the  other  to  purchase  up  the  frsrdnm  of 
the  people  ?  Was  it  when  be  ve'toed  the  little 
tariff,  or  the  block  larifl',  with  the  odious  distri- 
bution clause  annexed,  that  be  met  his  fate  ?  No! 
not  then.  At  these  events,  the  spirit  of  justice 
and  magnanimity  in  the  land,  greeted  the  Presi- 
dent OS  the  vindicator  and  savior  of  ttas  honor  and 
fortunes  of  the  State.  When  wiu  it,  then !  Was 
it  when,  at  the  opening  of  the  present  session  of 
Congress,  be  presented  hia  country  before  us,  at 
peace  with  all  the  world,  and  at  home  ptosf<frei 
in  an  its  various  great  pursuiu  and  oceupaiions; 
and  his  own  adminiatcntion  was  only  burdened 
by  the  debts  and  deScienoies  produced  by  improv- 
ident mi  reckless  party  legislation  i  No '   Tk* 
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Premdent  has  liw<i  to  do  all  thia — ke  attll  lita; 
and,  although  1  soind  not  here  either  the  apolo-  | 
gist  or  eulogist  of  the  present  Administration  and  ' 
approve  not  of  all  its  acts,  I  may  still  be  per- 
mitted to  predict  that  the  name  of  John  Tyler 
will  be  cherished  by  posterity  as  the  name  of  one 
renowned  for  his  virtues;  as  the  name  of  an  en- 
lightened siaifsman  end  a  devoted  patriot;  while 
the  nsmes  of  those  who,  from  the  fountains  of 
Uieir  jealousy  and  malicp,  liava  poured  out  upon 
him  the  laria  streams  of  vituperation  and  abuse, 
will  have  paased  into  oblivion  to  be  remembered 
no  more  forever. 

But  what  is  the  precise  power  claimed  to  be 
▼eated  in  Congress  by  the  Cunstitulion  >  By  tlie 
foartli  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  Constitu- 
tion it  is  provided  that — 

"The  timn,  place*,  and  in*nn«rnrboldin(  clectinn«  for 
Srnainra  aiHl  Repnuejimiive*  •tiall  lie  imwrilMMt  in  each 
Slate  bjr  Uie  L«gialataM  llRreiM',  bat  Me  Confttm  masf  at 
any  |OT«,  ty  taifj  make  or  atitr  faek  refutalion$f  execfi  at 
to  the  Tpiatt*  of  choatiun  Scnatort.^^ 

In  thia  clause  of  the  Constitution  is  conferred 
all  the  power  which  Congress  lias  over  this  branch 
of  the  subject.  The  Legislatures  of  the  four 
Stales  hall  exercised  alt  the  powers,  and  per- 
formed all  the  duties  enjoined  upon  them  ia  thia 
section  of  the  Constituiiqn ;  and  no  further  action, 
of  Kay  kind  or  degree,  was  required  of  them  by 
that  instrument.  And  how  has  Coiigrcss  at- 
tempted to  exercise  the  power  with  which  itself 
was  clothed  by  the  section  which  1  have  read  ? 
The  first  section  of  the  apportionment  act  of  1843 
makes  the  apportionment  of  the  Representatives  i 
nmong  the  several  Slates  accnrding  to  tlieir  re-  { 
spective  numbers,  as  ascertained  by  the  pixth 
census.  *  I 

The  second  section  is  in  the  words  following:    | 
**Jini  ka  ilfmtk*r  euacttd,  Tliat  in  eacli  caiw  wh^re  a  | 
Slate  ia  entitled  lo  mnre  tban  one  Representative,  the  nuw-  I 
ber  to  itImcIi  each  State  niialt  be  eiiiiiled,  under  ililn  ap- 
poitiAnment,  ahatl  be  elected  by  dipihcts  composed  of  con-  ! 
liRiMUs  lerrilMy,  fM)iia1  In  number  to  Uie  nunitwrofltepre- 
acMSIiVM  lo  wlilcli  aai*!  Binie  alwll  bo  enUllcd,  no  one 
district  eteciin(  more  tliao  one  BepreMntatiYe." 

But  the  four  States  were  already  provided  with 
laws  for  the  election  of  their  Representatives  by 
gaunU  liefcet;  and  Aoio,  let  rae  ask,  kno  .does  this  | 
section  of  the  act  of  Conzress  ntpp^  any  regula- 
tions for  the  election  of  Repseaenlatives  by  dis- 
tritltf    ItdoesnptaUesipl  iqmskeorsupplyany 
soch  Mgalalions.    It  merely  declares  that  -the 
elections  of  Representatives  shall  be  by  districts, 
each  district  electing  one  Representative,  and  nb  i 
note;  and  there  its  attempted  exercise  of  power  i 
ceasca.    Now,  it  muat  be  apparent  to  the  mind  \ 
of  every  member  apon  this  floor,  that  thia  see-  i 
cod  section  of  the  law  muat  remain  perfectly  pow-  i 
eriess  an^  nugatory  without  the  aid  of  the  State  \ 
Legislature;  or  «(m  the  people  muat  be  deprived  { 
of  their  Representativea  in  this  House,  if  their  , 
Stale  Legislalures  refuse  to  submit  lo  the  unau-  j 
Iborized  dictation  of  Congress. 

I  d<f  y,  sir,  that  it  is  in  the  power  of  C^pgresa, 
by  any  act,  to  deprive  the  people  of  their  right 
of  representation  here.    It  is  a  right  which  they 
enjoy  under  the  Conatitution,  and  not  under  Coir- ! 
greas;  and  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  Congress  to  ■ 
abridge  or  deatroy  it.    The  Legislatures  of  these  { 
Slalea, acting  under,  and  with  &lelit^  to  the  Con- 1 
stitulion,  have  fully  prescribed  (he  times,  places,  < 
and  manner  in  which  this  elective  franchise  may  | 
beexereised  by  the  people;  and  if  Congress  would 
exercise  the  powers  over  this  subject  which  it  I 
poasesaes  under  the  Constitution,  in  such  a  man-  I 
neraalobe  valid,  operative,  and  binding  upon  the  : 
Stales,  il  must  fally  prescribe  tfie  time,  or  place,  I 
or  manner,  or  aome  or  all  of  these,  in  which  the  I 
elective  franchise  may  be  exercised  by  the  peo- 
ple, so  llmt  the  people  may  enjoy  this  right  in  as 
free  and  ample  a  degree  as  under  their  own  Stale 
legislation.  ■  So  far  as  Congreaa  attempts  the  ex- 
ercise of  ita  power  over  this  aubject,  it  must  per- 
ftct  ils  own  acts.    It  oan  in  no  event  call  in  the 
•id  of  State  legislation,  noryet  deprive  the  people  i 
of  their  rights.    No  act  of  Congress,  which,  be-  ' 
lore  it  can  have  vitality  and  force,  requiree  an  act 
•f  Stale  legialalioo  in  its  aid  is  valiti,  operative, 
and  binding  upon  the  Slates,  except  in  those  cases 
where  the  Constiluiion  gives  to  Congress  the 
power  lo  direct  the  legialMian  of  the  Stales  in  ref- 
crenee  to  a  given  subject.    Of  this  excepted  class 
of  eases,  are  the  militia  lawa  of  the  several  States. 
By  the  very  lerma  of  the  Constiiutisn  itself  are 
tcMrved  to  the  Stales  respectively  the  appoint- 


ment of  the  officers,  and  the  authority  of  training 
the  militia  according  to  the  iiteipline  prescribed  by 
Congreta.  Congress,  then,  has' the  power  of  pre- 
scribing the  discipline,  the  command,  the  whole 
government  of  the  militia;  and  the  Stale  Legisla- 
tures may  provide  a  mode  for  the  appointment  of 
officers  and  for  training  themilitiaunderlhatdia- 
cipline. 

But  in  reference  to  the  subject  of  elections,  the 
Constitution  confers  no  power  on  Congress  to 
direct  pr  require  any  aot  of  Slate  legislation .  Upon 
the  Stales,  in  the  first  instance,  is  imposed  the 
duty  of  prescribing  the  times,  places,  and  manner 
of  holding  elections  for  Representatives;  but  to 
Congress  ia  allowed  the  discretion  of  substitut- 
ing us  own  regulations  of  these' particulars,  or 
of  altering  the  regulations  thus  prescribed  by  the 
States. 

If  Congress  will  undertake  to  make  the  election 
laws  which  it  is  authorized  by  the  Constitution 
to  make,  it  must  be  done  by  itself,  and  not  other- 
wise. If  Congress  would  alter  existing  election 
laws  in  the  particulars  in  which  it  is  authorized 
to  make  an  alteration,  the  Stale  laws,  as  thus  al- 
tered, must  still  be  in  force,  and  operative,  so  that 
an  election  may  legally  be  held  undertliem.  The 
State  Legislatures  cannot  be  required  again  to 
interfere,  to  give  them  vitality  anil  force. 

But  it  is  said  that  the  second  section  of  the  act 
under  consideration  is  not  mandatory — that  the 
Stntea  may  pass  the  necessary  laws  to  secure  the 
election  by  disiricts,  or  they  may  refuse  lo  pass 
them;  but  if  they  rtftue,  the  people  of  the  States 
so  refusing  shall  be  shut  out  from  a  reprcscnla- 
lion  in  this  Hall.  If  litis  is  not  the  language  of 
a  mandamus,  it  is  the  language  of  the  liightna^*- 
"  your  moiicjr  or  your  life  " — "  your  legislaiinn 
or  your  liberties.  Is  this  the  mng:u<ige  which 
Congress  may  address  to  the  sovereign  States  in 
this  Confederacy?  Is  this  the  tone  and  bearing 
with  which  Congress  may  approach  the  people  of 
the  States .'  No,  sir.  The  |>cople  prize  iheir  liber- 
ties too  high,  in  silence  lo  permit  them  lo  be  thus 
snatched-  away;  and  the  independence  and  sov- 
ereignty of  the  States  can  never  yield  to  such 
monstrous  coercion. 

It  has  been  gravely  urged  here  during  this  de- 
bate, that  it  was  lAe  duty  of  the  State  Legislatures 
to  lend  their  aid  in  carrying  out  the  provisions  of 
this  law.  But  I  affirm  that  unless  that  duty  is 
imposed  in  the  Constitution  in  direct  terms  or  by 
necessary  implication,  the  obligation  does  not 
exist;  for  the  States  are  subject  to  no  duties 
which  are  not  thus  enjoined  by  the  Constitution. 
If  it  were  the  duly  of  the  Legislalures  of  the 
States  thus  to  l(nd  their  aid,  what  would,  or  what 
might,  be  the  consequence?  The  Stales  would 
pass  their  own  laws;  these  would  be  altered  by 
Congress;  State  legislation  would  become  again 
necessary,  and  as  soon  as  it  was  perfected.  Con- 
gress, in  its  wisdom,  nii<;ht  effect  new  changes, 
and  the  aid  of  State  legislation  be  again  required; 
and  so  the  legislation  and  laws  of  the  States 
would  be  continually  changing  and  vacillating  to 
keep  pace  with  the  whims  and  caprices  of  Con- 
gress. The  State  Legislalures  might  be  required 
to  hold  perpetual  session;  and  the  people  might 
never  be  able  to  determine  what  were,  or  what 
were  not,  their  own  righu  and  privileges. 

Under  such  an  exposition  of  constitutional  ob- 
ligations and  constitutional  duty,  who  would  ever 
think  of  speaking  of  State  sovereignties  or  Stale 
rights?  Such  a  doctrine,  if  carried  out,  would 
annihilate  every  vestige  of  State  dignity  and  pow- 
er; and  while  il  virtually  consolidated  all  legisla- 
tive power  in  Congress,  il  would  at  the  same  lime 
divest  the  people  of  their  rights  of  suffrage  and 
representation. 

And,  finally,  il  has  been  urged  that  more  than- 
two  thirds  of  the  Stales  in  this  Union  have  ap- 
proved and  acted  under  the  section  of  the  law  in 
question. 

There  is  no  proof  to  sustain  this  proposition. 
That  more  than  two  thirds  of  the  States  have 
adopted  the  district  system,  is  doubtless  true. 
They  had  adopted  it  long  before  this  mandamtu 
act  was  passed ;  and  they,  in  all  probability,  tseuid 
have  acted  just  as  they  have  acted  under  that  law, 
had  the  second  section  of  it'been  entirely  omitted. 
The  States  which  had  before  adopted  the  district 
system,  have  continued  to  act  in  accordance  with 
their  own  settled  policy,  and  from  the  course  of 
that  action  no  evidence  whatever  can  be  legiti- 
mately derived,  that  they,  or  any  of  them,  ap- 


proved of  the  provisions  of  the  secoird  section  of 
this  bill,  or  that  they  deemed  it  volid,  operative, 
and  binding  upon  them. 

But  from  the  history  of  the  legislative  proceed- 
ings of  some  of  the  States  which  have  adopted 
the  district  system,  and  are  here  represented  by 
members  elected  by  districts,  il  is  clearly  and  un- 
equivocally established  that,  although  they  would 
still  retain  their  own  policy,  and  would  still  ad- 
here to  the  district  system,  yet,  of  the  second 
section  of  the  act  in  question  tl>ey  not  only  dis- 
approved, but  they  denounced  il  as  an  impotent 
attempt  at  the  assumption  of  power  by  Cengress 
— denounced  it  as  invalid,  inoperative,  and  not 
binding  upon  the  States.  As  I  have  already  had 
occasion  to  remark,  this  is  true  of  the  action  of 
the  Legislature  of  Cnnncciicul;  it  is  true  of  the 
action  of  the  Legislature  of  Illinois;  and  it  may 
be  true  nf  the  action  of  other  State  Legislalures 
with  whose  history  I  am  mnacquninted.  But 
these  instances  are  enough  to  show  the  falsity  of 
the  premises  which  gentlemen  have  assumed, 
as  well  as  lo  establish  the  very  converse  of  thn 
conclusions  to  which,  by  reasoning  from  these 
false  premises,  gentlemen  bad  so  triumphantly 
arrived. 

Entertaining  these  views  as  lo  the  existence  of 
the  power  in  Cnngress,''nnder  the  Constitution, 
to  moke  or  alter  the  regulations  of  the  times.plneen, 
'  and  manner  of  holding  the  elections  of  Represent- 
I  ativcs,  though  deeming  the  attempted  exercise  of 
'■  that  power  as  altogether  uncalled  for  and  utterly 
inexpedient,  1  am,  nevertheless,  fully  persuaded 
that  the  attempted  exercise  of  this  power  was  an 
utter  failure,  and  altogether  impotent  in  Ihe  States 
of  New  Hampshire,  Georgia,  Mississippi,  and 
Missouri;  and  'Jiat  the  elections  held  in  those 
States  under,  and  in  conformity  to,  their  ancient 
laws  and  usages,  were  elections  held  in  conform- 
ity with  Ihe  Constitution  and  hiws,  and  those 
who  claim-under  them  are  emitted  lo  their  seats 
upon  the  flnnr  nf  this  House. 

Mr.  SUM.MERS  observed  that  he  regarded 
this  as  a  new  era  in  our  history.  Our  institu- 
tions were  again  to  pass  through  another  ordeal; 
and,  in  his  opinion,  a  new  blow  was  struc](  at 
them  in  their  progress  of  experiment,  and  it  re- 
mained to  be  seen  whether  they  would  foil  under 
it,  or,  with  recuperative  energies  survive  it,  at 
they  had  survived  previous  assaults,  and  pass  on 
to  the  glorious  destiny  which,  he  hoped,  awaited 
them.  Mr.  S.  then  went  on  to  lako  a  view  of  the 
net  of  the  last  session,  and  the  responsibilitiea  it 
imposed,  advening  to  the  neglect  of  the  four 
Slates  to. obey  ite  injunctions.  He  then  referred 
lo  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Elections,  whiiA 
he  characterized  as  nullification  of  the  roost  dan- 
gerous kind,  and  which  set  an  example  which, 
if  followed,  must  end  in  the  destruction  of  the 
Government.  Mr.  S.  then  went  on  to  reply  to 
the  arguments  in  the  report  of  lh»  Committee  of 
Elections,  which  he  considered  Ihe  ablest  argu- 
ment that  had  been  advanced  on  that  side  of  the 
question;  and  arguing  that  the  second  section  of 
the  apportionment  set  of  the  last  session  was 
clearly  within  the  constitutional  powers  of  Con- 
'  giess;  and  endeavored  lo  show  that  the  mem- 
bers f^m  the  four  Slates  were  not  entitled  to  their 
seats. 

Mr.  JAMESON  said,  in  rising  to  address  the 
House  on  this  subject,  be  felt  somewhat  embar- 
rassed,on  accountof  the  peculiar  position  in  which 
he  was  placed  in  reference  to  it;  and  he  should 
not  have  attempted  lo  obtain  the  door,  had  it  not 
been  that  he  wished  lo  place  himself  right  before 
that  House  and  the  country  upon  some  of  the 
collateral  questions  which  had  been  raised  in  the 
discussion  of  this  subject. 

Il  had  been  charged  upon  the  four  States,  in- 
cluding that  whielvhe  had  the  honor,  in  pan,  lo 
represent,  that  they  had  been  guilty  of  the  act  of 
nulUfication  in  ils  most  odious  form.  This  chsrge 
had  been  frequently  repealed.  What  was  nullifi- 
cation ?  If  he  understood  ite  meaning,  it  was  an 
attempt,  by  an  authority  having  no  competent 
jurisdiction,  to  overthrow  a  law  passed  by.  com- 
petent authority.  Had  the  people  of  Missouri  at- 
tempted lo  nullify  an  act  of  Congreaa  ?  Had  they 
attempted  w  do  an  act  b^  which  this  Union  woola 
be  dismembered  ?  No,  sir;  so  far  from  doing  any- 
thing to  effea  that  object,  they  had  donie  all  that 
was  in  Iheir  power  to  hold  the  Confederacy  uni- 
ted, if  it  should  turn  out  that  the  decision  of  a 
majority  of  the  members  there  would  be  that  thia 
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lav  was  aneonstitutional,  inoperative,  and  void, 
would  they  be  guilty  ornullirication.'  Tlint  would 
be  a  singular  doctrine.  Aa  well  mi^lit  they  charge 
the  Supreme  Court  with  being  guilty  of  an  net  of 
nullilieBiion,whentheypronounced  an  act  of  Con- 
gress to  l>e  unconstitutional.  Who  ever  thought 
of  charging  the  Supreme  Court  with  nullification, 
orofcharging  that  House  with  nullification?  Yet 
ihey  might  do  so  wilh  equal  propriety.  That 
House  was  made  the  tribunal  which  should  de- 
cide this  quesiion;  they  were  bound  lo  decide  it; 
and,  unless  ihcy  happened  to  decide  that  it  was 
constitutional,  they  would  be  guilty  of  nullifica- 
lion.  If  nullification  was  to  be  charged  upon  any 
quarter,  in  reference  to  this  question,  it  rested 
with  those  who  had  brought  the  subject  before  the 
House. 

He  denied  ihat  Congress  had  the  ri^ht  either  to 
dixtrirt  the  Slates,  or  lo  command  Hie  Slates  to 
do  it  themselves,  liut  Congress  had  nlt°mp(idto 
do  more  than  Ihis.  Thuy  had  added  another  qual- 
ification, besides  those  prescribed  by  the  Consti- 
tution, to  the  Representalivesin  that  House  from 
the  several  Slates.  The  Cnnsiiiutinn  required 
that  the  Repreacnialive  aluiuld  be  a  resident  of 
the  Stat; in  which  he  wiis  ck-cied;  but  thialawof 
Congress  required  that  lie  should  be  a  resident  of 
a  pariicular  part  of  the  Stale;  and  they  had  not 
only  added  an  additional  qualification,  but  they 
had  repealed  ilie  first  qualification  set  down  in 
the  Conslilutinn,  which  required  that  the  Repre- 
sentative should  be  elecird  by  the  people  of  (he 
State,  and  not  by  the  people  uf  a  particular  dis- 
trict. Did  itevcr  enter  into  the  mind  of  Mr.  Madi- 
son— to  whom  reference  has  been  so  often  made — 
and  his  cotemporaries,  that  Congress  should  have 
the  power  to  repeal  a  part  of  the  Constitution, 
and  to  add  a  new  qualification  to  the  Representa- 
tives of  the  people .'  Who  ever  dreamed  that  Con- 
gress woulu  use  the  power  given  to  it  for  the 
preservation  of  the  Constitution  and  theChivcrn- 
menT,  in  order  (o  destroy  them .' 

Mr.  J.  put  several  coses  in  iUustralion  of  this 
position. 

Mr.  J.  replied  to  thearguroentsnfMr.  Babnard, 
who,  ho  said,  expressed  great  alarm  at  the- mo- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  to  consider 
this  question  in  the  House  instead  of  in  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole;  and  alsoexpressed  the  most 
woful  forebodings  as  to  the  permanency  of  our 
Qovcrnmeni.  Where  was  the  gentleman  s  tender 
conscience  when  the  last  Whig  Congress  passed 
so  many  unconstitutional  measures  ?  Would  the 
gentleman  have  been  belter  pleased  if  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections  had  reported  a  bill  making  a 
■lonation  of  |i>U,000  lu  a  rich  widow  at  ilie  North 
Rend,  or  anywhere  else.'  Or  a  bill  making  a  dona- 
lion  of  fSOjOUO  to  a  couple  nf  Whig  printers,  being 
more  than  ihey  contracted  to  work  for,  and  more 
than  they  swore  the  work  was  Worth?  Would 
lie  have  been  belier  pleased  if  ihey  had  brought 
in  a  bankrupt  bill  for  the  benefit  o^all  the  specu- 
lators ill  the  country,  to  wipe  nut  honest  debis? 
Or  would  he  have  l>ren  belter  pleased  if  they  had 
brought  in  a  bill  fur  the  assumption  of  the  State 
debts?  or  a  mammoth  bank  bill?  Unless  the  com- 
mittee brought  in  such  bills  aa  these,  lie  feared 
Ihey  would  not  be  able  to  please  the  gentleman. 
Mr  J.  then  went  on  to  argue  ngniiist  the  consti- 
tutionality of  the  lawoflhc  last  acasioii,  and  con- 
tended for  the  rights  of  the  members  elected  un- 
der the  general-ticket  system  to  their  seats  in  (hat 
House. 

Mr.  HARALSON  nest  obtained  the  floor;  but 
he  gave  way  In 

Mr.  LUMPKIN,  who  proceeded  to  address  the 
House,  hedceming  it  right  that  his  views  should 
lie  expressed  on  the  points  mooted  in  (he  case 
before  the  House,  oflecting,  as  it  did ,  his  own  seat 
on  that  floor.  He  proceeded  lo  controvert  some 
of  the  positions  of  one  of  his  colleagues,  [Mr. 
Stephens,]  and  denied  thai  the  State  of  Qeorgia 
had  decided  in  fa'vor  of  (he  district  system,  as  his 
colleague  asserted.  He  spoke,  likewise,  to  some 
other  points  involved  in  the  case,  and  then  ad- 
dressed himself  to  (he  constitutional  argument  by 
wliich  he  nmintained  liis  right  lo  his  seat. 

Mr.  FRENCH  next  obtained  the  floor;  bot 
gare  way  to 

Mr.  BOYD,  who,  by  teave,  presented  a  foport 
from  ■  committee;  which  was  committed  to  the 
Cummiilee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  also  desired  permission  to 
picaeut  a  ivaoiuiion  calling  for  information  from 


the  Navy  Department  in  relation  to  the  recent 
appointments  of  master's  mates;  which  was 
adopted. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  presented  a  memorial,  which 
he  olTered  at  the  sitting  of  the  House;  and  it  was 
received  and  referred. 

Mr.  BLACK,  of  Georgia,  desired  permission 
to  offer  a  resolution  to  secure  to  all  the  gentlemen 
elected  by  general  ticket  the  right  to  speak  on  the 
subject  which  has  this  day  occupied  the  attention 
of  the  House,  before  the  quesiion  waa  taken;  the 
time  having,  it  waa  understood,  been  fixed  to 
terminate  debate. 

The  resolution  was  not  received. 

Tlic  House  then  adjourned. 


The  fnllnwing  notieei  nf  iwiiunnii  prtrentrd  innlay  were 
hnniled  lo  Ttii*  rn|K>rrrn*  by  llir  incinlK-M  prrsc-nliiiff  lJn*ni ; 

By  Mr.  (JO^.'^IER:  PapRritin  rKlntifiii  In  ihernse  nfjoliii 
r.  Lnutl*'minii.  (nr  thi*  cnnllnTtuilnn  of  II  Iniid  clniin. 

Ily  Mr.  C.  M.  RBBU:  The  petition  of  Willinm  VVilkiMm 
niut  one  liiiiidnMl  iind  ten  cilizeiui  nf  the  cily  of  DitlCilo, 
•i->king  .in  nppniprialion  lo  \vlduii  DiilTaln  rrcek.  aiiit  iui 
prove  the  ImrlHir;  aleo,  rciii»UKiratin]|  aynin«t  (tie  outer 
lisrhnr. 

•  Ali<n,  the  pRlittnn  of  Mymn  Goodwin  and  nns  haodrril 
and  firicr!n  ciiisi-ns  orKriornuitiy,  asking  nii  npfiroiHiaiiim 
liir  rontiiiiiitin  llifi  work  on  llif>  li.-irlH>r  nl  Eriu. 

AUo,  llie  priiiiioii  of  rcirr  f..  Like  and  ffirly  ctlixtrns  of 
SouUiport,  \Vi-coniiin  Territory,  Srikinij  Coii3<rc«  to  Im- 
prove  ilie  navifntion  of  ilic  Fin  aud  WifCfMiciii  river*. 

ny  Mr.  TVLEIt:  The  piaitioii  ofU.  Kenyan  and  oUirrx, 
pntyint  ilie  t'linlrKr  pro.tt-ciiiion  of  tile  iinfliii^lH*it  works  at 
tiarrclona  linrhnr.  Clmi]iau(|Me  county,  NiJtv  Vork. 

By  Mr.  DOtMiE,  of  lVi.M-oMi>iii :  The  rui-oliHion  of  ihn  '[ 
CoiiMcil  and  H'Mi-ie  of  Rrpreiienlnlivr:*  of  ihe  'I'crrilory  of  l' 
\Vi.-*coniiill.  a.«kins  f^uisre^v  for  an  apprnpriatimi  of  .^',,000  I' 
to  coriKlritct  n  road  from  Ihc  town  of  MiMvaukt-r,  Itmiush 
the  ti»wn«  nf  Greonfi'-ld.  VtTlion,  New  Dt'riin.ln  Mnqiln  1 
na^  ;  which  was  rufurred  to  ttw  Cmninince  on  Rands  and  ' 
CnsniA.  I 

AI>.o,  ilie  petition  of  the  eiiiZ'-iM  of  Walworth  county,  I 
Terriutry  of  Wiscon^dn,  asking  Conitrejis  lo  (laatf  a  law  re-  j 
dnciiig  the  pona;^,  and  nbollfhinir  the  riTilikinR  privtltfsi',  ' 
(■xcf*pt  ai4 10  the  iilKciMl  correnpnmlcncft  of  the  Post  Oilier  | 
Deiiarlnieiil;  which  %vaj«  referred  to  the  Coiuiniuee  oa  Ihe 
Posi  Oflicr  and  I'oki  Rnails.  , 

AI.-0,  two  ppiiiinns  fi.^ncd  by  ciiizi^n*  of  the  Territory  of 
Wi<H;oii»in,  ai^kiii;  tin;  csiatdi^hincni  of  a  mail  mute  from 
MadiKon,  Ilie  rest  of  sovcriimt^nt.  to  Hun  Pnliric.  I>ad« 
county,  CtdilQibuf,  in  Portasc  ctniuiy,  llpavpr.  in  I>fid«n 
county,  to  Waupon,  in  Fond  dn  Lac  counly ;  which  witc 
reffrred  to  lite  Coniinittne  on  the  Po^t  OlTice  and  Post  ' 
Road".  I 

Al«n,  a  petiliny  annirrmKly  nipied  hy  eiiizena  of  RaHue  j 
couaty,  Territory  of  Wi*cniiiiin,  n.'kint  Oonnrew*  for  an  j 
appropriatt<»i  for  a  liarlior  at  tlic  ninuth  of  Hoot  rivc^lown 
of  Racine,  in  s.liil  Territory ;  wllich  was  referred  lo  (he  I 
Cfiininitlee  on  Onnincrcc.  ' 

,Altio,  two  fieiiiioii*  aifmed  hy  G'Htrge  Batehel4<*r,  G. 
T'radcwrll,  and  three  hundred  and  ten  ciiiKHim  of  Racine 
counly.  Territory  of  Wiwonxiit,  arikint  OagnfM  lor  an 
appropriation  for  a  harbor  a(  (lie  (own  of  Souihpon,  in  f  aid 
'i'crrilory ;  whlcli  were  referred  to  (he  Oommiiwe  on  Com  ■ 
iiirrce. 

By  Mr.  OtVEN:  The  niemorial  of  Saniuel  M.  Milrliell 
and  m^veniy-four  oilieri*,  ciiizcn^  of  Poxey^nnty,  Indiana, 
a^^kins  a  f;mnt  of  Uie  unMiNI  latnU  in  the  Vinceniicn  land 
di'*irici.  to  complete  Ihc  rniire  (Ine  of  eanat  between  Lake 
Erie  and  Uie  Ohio  river,  at  Bvanaville. 

BylHr.  8L.IDBLL:  The  peuiinu  of  C.  \Y,'rHmer,  for 
refnndins  of  foreign  tonnage  duties  paid  on* hip  Alexan- 
dria, at  New  Orleans. 


IN  SENATE. 
MoNDiT,  ftbmary  13,  1844. 

Mr.  FAIRFIELD  presented  a  report  and  res- 
olutions adopted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Maine,  upon  the  subject  of  Frencli  spnliations 
prior  to  the  30ih  of  September,  1800,  in  which 
the  "Senators  and  Representalivea  in  Congress 
from  that  State  wore  requested  to  call  the  imme- 
diate attention  of  both  blanches  of  Congress  to 
(he  siihJKCl,  and  (o  use  all  their  influence  (o  pro- 
cure the  passagw  of  a  law  making  provision  for 
those  who  snflercd  br  the  French  captiirrs  and 
spoliations  aforesaid. '*    After  bejng  read, 

Mr.  F.  said:  Most  cheerfully,  Mr.  rresident, 
do  I  comply  with  (he  request  of  the  Legislature 
of  Maine,  in  availing  myself  of  ihis'oppnrlunity 
to  call  the  immediate  attention  of  the  Senate  lo 
this  highly  important  subject.  This,  I  believe,  is 
(he  (bird  Legislature  nf  Maine  that  has  expressed 
favorable  opinions  of  the  justice  of  these  chtims, 
and  instructed  the  agents  of  the  State  here  lo  use 
(heir  best  elTorts  (o  procure  (he  cxaminadon, 
allowance,  and  payment  of  them  by  Congress. 
Among  (he  claimants,  also,  are  a  considerable 
number  of  my  own  constitoenis;  many  of  tliem 
personally  known  to  me,  some  of  (hem  aufiicring 
all  the  evils  of  pover(y,  and  all  of  (hem  -smarting 
under  a  sense  of  injury  and  long  delo^d  repa- 
ration at  the  hands  of  their  own  Government. 
Add  to  this  my  own  deep  conviction  of  the  justice 
and  equity  of  these  claims,  and  I  (rust  thai  1  shall 


be  pardoned  for  detaining  the  Senate  a  ntofnent  in 
offering  a  few  suggestions  in  favor  of  the  action 
of  Congress  upon  (his  subject  now.  And,  io  the 
first  place,  i  beg  Senators  not  (o  indulge  a  preju- 
dice against  (hcse  claims  because  they  are  old.  It 
is  (rue,  they  arc  old.  The  right  (if  any)  which 
accrued  to  these  claimants  from  the  release  of 
their  claims  upon  France  by  this  Gnvemmeni, 
ocorued  more  than  forty  yenraago.  But  ihia,  >o 
far  from  constituting  a  valid  objection  against 
the<n,  under  all  the  circumstances,  increases  your 
obligation  (n  examine  and  nilow  them  For  it 
will  be  observed  that  the  preacntatioti  of  them  is 
no  new  thought  that  has  just  occurred  to  the 
claimants.  They  are  not  now  for  the  first  lime 
awakened*  nut  of  a  sleep  nf  forty  years.  If  it 
were  so — if  the  petitioners  had  but  jaat  mads  tho 
discovery  of  (he  rxistoiice  of  their  claims,  1  ad- 
mil  tliatii  presumpliuii  against  ibcm, and  a sirosg 
presumption,  might  arise  from  the  lapse  of  time. 
But  this  is  not  the  case.  On  the  conlrary,  wilhia 
a  year,  or  ihereaboul,  after  the  final  ratification 
of  I  he  treaty  between  (his  Governmentand  France, 
which  forms  the  basis  of  these  claims,  (hey  were 
presen(ed  to  Congress,  and  ^epo^(ed  upon  by  a 
commitlee  of  ihis  body.  Frmn  time  to  time, 
from  that  period  (o  the  present  mnineni,  these 
riaimanis  have  been  demanding  jusdce  at  your 
hands. 

Again:  though  presented  early,  and  eonsundy 
followed  up,  yet  if  ihe  claims  had  always,  nreven 
frequenlly,  been  decided  againsi,  1  admit  that  a 
presumption  adverse  to  their  soundness  would 
naturally  arise  from  that  cirenmatanee.  But  the 
reverse  of  this  ^las  been  ihc  case.  Since  April, 
1803,  eighteen  reports  have  been  made  upon  them 
ill  both  branches  nf  Congress;  ond  out  of  the 
eighteen  but /"our  have  licen  adverse.  Amongthe 
dlatingnislied  men  mnkins  these  favorable  report* 
may  be  reckoned  Mr.  Giles,  nf  Virginia,  Mr. 
Livinsslon,  of  Louisiana,  and  Mr.  Holmes,  of 
Maine.  But  what  is  most  remarkable,  and  I  may 
add  what  is  moat  tnnlalizing  to  the  claimants, 
during  all  this  period,  no  direct  decision,  by  vote, 
lias  been  had  in  either  branch  of  Coogreas  bet 
once.  In  the  session  nf  1831  and  1835,  a  bill  ap- 
propriating (5,000,000  for  the  payment  of  these 
claims,  was  pasaed  by  (he  Senate.-  With  litis  ex- 
ception, the  claimants  have  had  (heir  hopes  raised 
by  favorable  reports,  only  la  be  dashed  to  the 
grnnnd  again  by  a  refusal,  or  rather  by  ihetugUd 
of  Congress  to  act.  Now,  is  this  right?  Does 
ndt  our  sense  of  justice  revolt  at  it?  Is  it  not  doe 
IO  these  elaiman(s,  that  we  say,  and  say  atoooc, 
whether  we  regard  tlieir  claims  as  good  or  bod  ? 
This  constantly  linhling  out  a  hope  (o  ihem,aod 
never  malting  a  single  advance  towards  fulfilling 
that  hope,  is  cruel  in  the  extreme.  1  trust  it  will 
be  so  no  longer.  I  trust  thai  Congress  will  throw 
off  (his  impu(a(ion  under  which  i(  rests,  and  pro- 
ceed at  once  lo  the  faittifol  examination  of  tness 
clairol),  and  to  decide  whether  they  are  vell- 
foundeiter  otherwise.  <*Lapsenf  lime, "says ose 
of  the  adverse  reports,  "has  softened  thefettare* 
of  the  original  grievance."  However'that  majr 
be  with  regard  to  the  unlawful  acu  of  Fiance,  it 
surely  is  not  so  in  regard  to  the  action  of  our  own 
Government.  Lapse  of  time,  instead  nf  snfken- 
ing,  but  tends  to  aggravate  and  give  prominenes 
to  the  features  of  its  injustice. 

These  suggestions,  it  will  be  perceived,  are 
Made  without  respect  to  Ihe  merit  of  the  elsims. 
For,  eren  if  their  want  of  merit  be  admitted,  ibe 
claimants  are  nevertheless  entitled  toourdeeiaion. 
But  I  am  not  disposed  to  close  my  remarks,  if 
the  Senau  will  pardon  me,  without  adverting 
briefly  lo  some  of  the  prominenl  features  of  the 
case,  to  show,  that  in  equity  and  good  eonscienee, 
these  claims  should  be  paid.  An  elaborate  dis- 
cussion of  the  subject  would  not,  prttbsbly,  be  in 
place  now>  nor  is  such  my  design.  My  oolyub- 
jeel  is  to  soy  enotigh  lo  put  Senators  upon  think- 
ing of  the  matter,  and  to  induce  the  committee, 
if  I  may,  to  make  an  early  report. 

And  here  permit  me  to  say  that  I  am  not  un- 
aware of  the  fact  that  several  distingaished  mem- 
liers  of  this  body  with  whom  1  am  proud  to  be 
politically  associated ,  and  whose  opinions  oa 
most  subjects  1  hold  in  great  reverence,  havekeit- 
lofore  expressed  opinions  unfavorable  to  these 
claims.  And  if  this  was  a  political  or  party  tjoes- 
tion,  this  circumstance  would  induce  me  to  neii- 
tale  long  befare  adopting  a  course  dificring  frosi 
that  of  gentlemen  of  such  eminence  and  expe. 
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rience.  Bat  ihis  is  not  a  political  or  party  ques- 
tion. It  la  a  case  of  contract — a  question  of  meuin 
and  (»tun,  not  to  be  decided  by  principles  of  ex- 
pediency) but  upon  the  eternal  principles  of  right 
and  justice. 

The  origin  of  these  claims,  ii  is  well  known,  was 
in  the  illvKal  seizure  and  confiscation  by  France 
of  Ami^rican  vessels  and  cargoes,  between  the 
years  1793  and  1800.  In  re^rd  to  this  there  is 
no  dilTen-nce  of  opinion.  All  agree  that  the  acis 
of  France  were  in  violation  of  the  laws  of  na- 
tions, and  of  express  stipulations  in  treaties  then 
■absisting.  Between  six  and  seven  hundred  ves- 
sels belonging  in  American  citizens, estimated  to 
be  worth  some  $15,000,000,  were  thus  seized  and 
confiscated — thereby  causing  the  ruin  of  many  a 
mercantile  house  in  this  country,  and  corrying 
desolation  into  many  a  household. 

These  aggressions  very  justly  excited  the  in- 
dignation ot  our  Government,  and  came  nigh,  in 
connection  with  matters  of  complaint  on  the  part 
of  France,  involving  the  two  countries  in  war. 
No  complaint  is  made,  or  ever  has  been  made, 
against  our  Government,  for  not  prosecuting  our 
claims  against  France  with  a  vigorous  spirit. 
EveryihInK  was  done  that  could  reasonably  have 
been  expected  or  devircd.  But  is  it  right,  (us 
some  gentlemen  insist)  that  all  this  should  be 
charged  to  thcxe  claimants?  th»t  all  the  elTorts 
that  were  made,  all  the  cx(<enditure  of  time  and 
money,  were  for  the  private  interests  of  these  in- 
dividuals.' Was  there  not,  in  fact,  a  matter  of 
infinitely  higher  moment  involved — I  mean  one 
sffeciing  the  national  hnn-r?  Suppose  the  mer- 
chants, whose  ships  had  been  swept  from  the 
ocean,  had  made  no  complaint;  is  it  to  be  su|<- 
posed  that  the  Government  would  have  taken  no 
measures  to  have  avenged  the  insult  to  our  na- 
tional dignity .'  to  have  demanded  no  redress  for 
national  injuries.'  no  reparation  fur  broken  laws 
and  violated  treaties? 

But  I  peiss  on.  The  claims  of  our  merchants 
against  Fntiice  were  admitted  on  alt  hands  to  be 
good,  and  were  puraued  by  our  Government  with 
commendiable  vigor  up  to  the  period  of  the  nego- 
tiation pri«r  to  the  treaty  of  30th  September,  I8UU. 
Nor  am  1  alisposed  to  romplain  even  of  what  was 
then  done,  if  the  Government  thought  that  the 
good  of  the  country  required  the  relinquishment 
of  these  claims  to  Prance,  no  one  would  question 
its  right  to  relinquish  them,  either  with  or  with- 
out a  pecuniary  compensation.  The  subject  of 
complaint  is,  that  having  thus  relinquisheil  them, 
and  for  a  Tulu'able  consideration,  inuring  to  the 
whole  country,  the  Government  refuses  to  make 
CMnpensation  to  the  owners  of  the  claims.  The 
complaint  is  for  taking  private  property  for  pub- 
lic use,  Without  making  compensation,  in  viola- 
tion of  the  express  provision  of  the  Constitution, 
and,  indeed,  tn  violation  of  natural  rights.  This 
point,  however,  is  disputed;  that  is,  that  any 
valuable  consideration  was  received  by  the  United 
Slates  for  the  relinquishment  of  these  claims.  In 
order,  therefore,  to  determine  this  point,  let  us 
recur  for  a  moment  lo  the  then  existing  state  of 
things. 

By  the  commercial  treaty  l>ctween  France  and 
the  United  States  of  February  6, 1778,  the  former 
claimed  certain  exclusive  privileges  for  her  ves- 
sels in  our  ports,  wliieh  it  was  alleged  she  had 
been  wrongfully  deprived  of.  She  complained, 
also,  of  many  otlier  wrongs  committed  on  our 
part  under  this  treaty,  and  the  consular  conven- 
tion of  I4(h  November,  1788.  By  the  treaty  of 
alliance,  also,  of  February  6,  1778,  there  were 
certain  reciprocal  guarantees'  then  subsisting,  and 
which  France  claimed  to  enforce.  By  the  elev- 
enth article  of  that  treaty, 

"Tlie  two  panies  (tuaniuiy  mataalljr,  for  llie  present  and 
/brcircr,  agaitivt  all  ntti*T  Ponrers,  to  wit:  the  ITiilied  E^taies 
to  hi*  Most  Christian  Mnje*iy,  tkt  ymtnt  po$K»t(on»oftkt 
Or^isn  of  fV*net  im  iJ^M^Hca,  at  weU  at  lko»€  U  may  ae* 
fiiire  4y  lM*/miur*  (r€mty  of  pcortf;  and  his  Ma*t  Cbristiaa 
Majesty  guaraiiiies  to  titc  united  Stales  Uwir  liberty,  sov- 
ereifnty,  and  indrneiidence,  st}iolutely  mid  uiilioiiied,  as 
welf  in  mauers  of  Government  as  commf rce ;  and  also 
Ibair  parae*si«ns,aMi  Ihc  pnssMsinMi  and  additions  or  ena- 

Jjaeats  Uiat  ihsir  Courederalioa  may  obtain  during  tiM  war, 
rom  any  or  the  dominions  nonr  or  lieretofors  posssssed  by 
Great  BritaLi  in  Nnnli  America,  conformably  to  Ihe  tUlh 
aad  siiili  articles  sbnve  wrinen ;  Ihe  whole,  as  their  pns- 
sessioa,  shall  be  dx«d  and  assured  to  said  Stales  at  Ihe  mo- 
ment of  Uk  cessation  of  the  present  war  with  England." 

The  French  possessions  in  America;  to  which 
the  guarantee  on  our  part  applied ,  were  some  eigli  t 
or  ten  islands  in  the  West  Indies.    Here,  then, 


we  see  eoiintrr  etoimi  set  up  by  France,  not  against 
the  citizens  of  the  Uniteti  States  whose  property 
had  been  seized,  but  sgainst  the  Govemmtnl  of  the 
United  Statei.  We  also  find  the  latter  resting  under 
onerous  burdens,  imposed  by  the  guarantees  in 
the  treaty  of  alliance,  from  which,  we  may  well 
conceive,  it  would  be  anxious  to  b«  relieved.  It 
is  true,  the  Government  of  the  United  Slates  had, 
by  an  act  of  Congress  passed  July  7,  1798,  de- 
clared "  that  the  United  Stales  are  of  right  freed 
and  exonerated  from  the  stipulations  of  the  trea- 
ties, and  of  the  consular  convention  heretofore 
concluded  between  the  United  States  and  France; 
and  that  the  name  shall  not  henceforth  be  regarded 
as  legally  obligatory  on  the  Government  or  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States."  But  may  not  the 
validity  and  efiWct  of  that  act  well  be  questioned  ? 
Was  it  in  the  power  of  this  Government  thus  to 
abrogate  the  treaty?  If  it  takes  more  than  one 
to  make  a  bargain,  does  it  not  also  take  more  than 
one  to  rescintl  it?  It  certainly  would  be  n  very 
summary  way  of  getting  rid  of  an  obligation,  to 
say  the  feast  of  it,  for  one,  afier  having  given  his 
note  of  hand  promising  lo  pay  a  sum  or  money, 
lo  declare  "  that  he  was  of  eight  freed  and  exon- 
erated from  liis  promise,  and  that  henceforth  it 
should  not  be  regarded  as  obligatory."  Be  the 
right  and  power,  however,  of  the  United  States 
ill  this  respect  what  it  may,thisactofnmendniciit 
shnuM  have  no  effect  in  considering  this  question, 
inasmuch  as  the  Government  never  set  it  up  as  a 
bar  lo  the  claims  of  France  under  the  treaties  thus 
nominiilly  abrogated.  On  the  cnntrnry,  so  fnr 
from  denying  the  validity  of  the  clain^snf  France, 
our  Ministers  olTered  to  pay  five  million  francs  as 
corapcnsalioii  for  failure  on  our  part  to  fulfill  the 
stipulations  in  the  eleventh  article  of  the  treaty 
I  of  alliance,  and  three  million  francs  fnr  all  other 
claims.  This  was  refused  by  the  French  Min- 
isters— they  demanding  ten  mil!ion.i,  instead  of 
five,  for  claims  under  the  treaty  of  alliance. 

By  recurring  to  the  correspondence  between  the 
French  Ministers  and  the  American  envoys,  it 
will  be  piTceived  that  the  former,  under  date  of 
August  1 1,  1800,  say: 

"TliiH  Hie  flr^i  protio,>jtinn  of  Ihe  Minister  of  Franco  is 
to  sllpiihiie  s  Tull  nsd  entire  reeognitinn  nrimnles,aiid  llie 
rKei|iriiral  enisfsmeM  nrcoiu|>ansalion  iordamsges  result- 
ing on  boili  sidtt*  Tor  their  inrrsclioii." 

.  If  this  is  not  accepted,  they  then  propose  "  the 
abolition  of  ancient  treaties;'',  and,  in  such  case, 
**  there  would  be  no  demand  of  compensation." 

I  coulif  quote  largely  from-the  doeamcnis,  if  it 
were  necessary,  of  similar  matter,  to  show  that 
France  had  claims — admitted  claimn — against  Ihe 
United  Stales,  ami  that  onerous  burtons  were 
resting  on  the  latter,  under  the  treaty  of  alliance, 
from  which  ihey  were  desirous  of  being  relieved. 

This  point  being  eatablished,  the  next  inquiry 
is,  were  the  United  States,  in  point  of  fact,  by 
the  treaty  of  1800,  released  from  all  their  liabili- 
ties and  obligations  under  the  several  treaties  be- 
fore then  subsisting  between  them  and  France,  in 
eofuideration  of  a  like  relinquishment,  on  their 
pan,  of  the  claims  of  American  citicen*  for  com- 
mercial spoliations?  And  to  establish  this,  it 
would  only  seem  necessary  to  refer  to  the  second 
article  of  the  treaty,  and  the  subsequent  acuon  of 
the  two  Governments  when  respectively  ratifying 
the  treaty.    The  second  article  is  as  follows:   - 

"  The  Ministers  rienipotmtisry  of  ihs  two  Powers,  not 
being  able  to  sgree,  at  fruerU.  respeciing  Uio  iresly  of  alli- 
ance of  the  6tli  of  February,  1778,  the  treaty  uf  amity  nnd 
commerce  of  the  name  date,  and  the  convention  of  the  Mth 
of  November,  17118,  nor  upon  the  indemnities  maliuiUydoe 
or  claimed,  Ui«  parties  mUtnepttiattflirlinufOHUktUMih- 
jtctt  at  a  coiu:«Ni«nl  tiau  ;  aad,  until  they  may  liave  sgreod 
upon  Uicne  points,  Uie  said  trestitu  and  conventions  shall 
liavA  no  operation." 

The  lreaty.(this  article  composing  a  part  of  it) 
was  ratified  by  the  French  Government,  and  was 
afterwards,  by  the  President,  submitted  to  this 
body  for  ratification  on  our  port.  The  Senate  re- 
fused its  assent.to  this  article,  and  struck  it  out, 
substttuiing  in  its  place  the  following: 

*'  It  is  agreed  Uint  the  present  convention  shnll  be  in  force 
for  tile  term  of  eijht  years  (Vom  the  time  of  Uie  exchange 
oflbe  raliaeatioDs." 

Thus  retifted,  it  was  returned  again  to  Prance, 
laid  before  the  FiratConsul,and  byhim  again  rati- 
fied; but  upon  the  following  terms  and  eonditiona: 

"The  Govemincnl  of  the  United  Slates  having  added  to 
its  ratification  that  the  convention  should  be  in  force  fnr 
eight  ysnni,  and  having  nmitied  the  second  article,  the  Gov- 
ernment of  lliu  Freiicil  Republic  cunsient.  to  accept,  ralify, 
and  cniiArin  the  above  couveiitinii  with  the  addiiioii,  pur- 
porting that  the  convention  shall  be  In  (brce  for  Ihc  space 


of  eight  years,  and  with  the  retrenchment  of  the  second 
articTo:  Protiitd,  1'hal,  by  tills  retrenchment,  Ihe  two 
States  rcnouncs  ikeir  rtipaUit*  frettiutont,  iMck  are  IA« 
ot^cet  of  laid  article.*^ 

The  treaty,  with  this  ratification  by  the  French 
authorities,  was  again  laid  before  the  Senate  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States;  and  thereupon 
the  Senate 

"  Raolval,  That  they  considered  llie  convention  u  fully 
ratlhed,  and  returiicd  Ibe  same  tu  the  President  for  tlic 
uiiual  promolgntion." 

Now,  can  anything  be  clearer  than  that  here 
was  a  mu(tM<  release  of  elaiini  1  Independent  of 
the  subsciiuent  action  of  the  two  Governments, 
does  not  the  expunging  onhe  second  article  from 
the  treaty,  which  provided  for  further  negotia- 
tion for  the  claims  of  our  citizens — touching  their 
amann<,and  not  their  rziitcnce — and  for  the  claim* 
of  France  tipon  this  Government,  show  clearly  a 
willingness  on  the  part  of  this  Government  to 
avoid  future  difficulties  by  6a(anciiif  aeeovinU7 
Is  not  this  the  only  inferettee  fairly  deilucible  from 
the  act  ?  But,  however  strong  the  inference,  Bona- 
parte chose  to  leave  nothing  vintxfresui;  and  ac- 
cordingly, in  Ilia  second  ratification,  he  does  it,  in 
eflect,  upon  the  condition  that  such  was  the  mean- 
ing and  tiUciUion  of  the  Government  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  And>to  end  all  doubt, and  render  cer- 
tainty doubly  corlnin,  the  eorrectnea  ofthit  inter- 
pretttlion  is  admitted  by  the  final  resolve  if  the  Senate. 

In  the  face  of  all  this,  it  has  been  said  that  no 
valuable  consideration  was  ever  received  by  the 
United  Slates  for  the  release  of  our  claims;  that 
ihey  were  pursued  by  our  Government  so  long 
as  pursuit  was  reasonable,  and  finally  abandoned 
as  irrecoverable  and  worthless.  I  have  there- 
fore dijemed  it  proper  to  refer  the  Senate  to  a 
correspondence  between  Mr.  Mndiaon, Secretary 
of  State,  and  Mr.  Piiickncy,  Minister  to  Spain, 
in  which  this  subject  is  referred  to,  and  which 
cannot  but  be  regarded  as  n  very  important  piece 
of  evidence  in  the  case.  It  deems  that  the  Span- 
ish Government  resisted  our  claim  to  indemnity 
for  spoliations  conimilted  by  French  subjects, 
under  thi;'  nuthority  of  Spain,  or  at  least  within 
her  territories,  on  Ihc  ground  of  oiir  demand  on 
France,  and  the  expunging  of  the  second  article 
of  the  treaty. 

.  M r,  Madison, in acommunieationio  Mr.  Pinek- 
ney,  under  date  of  February  6,  1804,  says: 

**  The  plea  on  which,  il  seems,  the  S|ianisli  Government 
now  principally  relies,  is  the  era«nrc  of  Ihe  second  aniele 
from  our  late  cnnvcntlnn  with  France,  by  which  France 
was  releaf«d  fr<Hn  the  indemnities  due  lor  spoliations  com- 
mitted under  her  inmediate  refponsihillty  to  ibe  Hailed 
Sisieii.  Tlii.  plea  did  ant  appear  in  the  early  obleciious  of 
Spam  to  our  claims.  It  was  an  siter-thought,  resulting 
from  the  innnfliciency  nf  every  oilier  plea,  and  certainly  Is 
as  iiule  vslid  as  sw  other."       .       >       •       «       « 

"  The  injuries  liir  wMeh  indemnitias  are  claiaied  ftom 
Spain,  ihoiisii  committed  by  Frenchmen,  took  place  under 
Spanish  authority.  Spain,  therefore,  is  answerable  for 
tliem.  To  her  we  lisve  kioltrd,  and  contlnae  to  look,  Ibr 
redress.  If  Ihe  injuries  done  lu  as  by  her  resulted,  in  sny 
manner,  from  injuries  done  tn  ber  1^  France,  slw  niay.  If 
she  pIcQscs,  rnsort  to  France  as  we  resort  to  lisr.  But 
whether  her  n-iiort  to  France  would  be  just  or  unjuol.  is  a 
qeesiion  inlween  her  and  Prance,  not  between  either  her 
aad  ii*r  or  as  and  Fraaco.  We  claim  against  ker,  aot 
against  Prance.  In  releasing  France,  iberefure,  wn  have 
not  released  her.  The  claims,  again,  from  which  France 
was  released,  were  admitted  hy  France,  and  the  release  was 
for  a  valuable  coosiderstinn,  in  a  correspondent  release  of 
the  United  States  from eenainciainisonihem.  Theelaima 
we  make  on  Spain  were  never  admitted  by  Prance,  nor 
made  on  Prance  by  the  United  Slates.  They  made,  Uiere- 
fnre,  no  part  of  the  bargain  with  her,  and  eoold  not  be  ta- 
claded  in  the  release." 

Now,  when  it  is  recollected  that  this  was  un- 
der the  administration  of  Mr.  Jefferaon,  by  whom 
the  treaty  had  been  ratified,  can  ■  reasonable 
doubt  remain  that,' in  the  release  of  the  claims  of 
France  upon  the  United  Slates,  there  was  a  quid 
pro  quo—n  vahuAte  consideration;  and  that,  con- 
sequently, the  private  prtperlii  of  certain  of  oar 
citizens  has  been  appropnated  lo  "  pttbHe  tues  J" 

How  has  this  plain  case,  and  the  obli^tiona 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States  necessarily  re- 
sulting from  it,  been  met  bj  iu  opponents  f  In 
addition  lo  what  has  already  appeared,  it  is  in- 
sisted that  between  1793 and  1800,  or,ataH  events, 
between  1798  and  1800  aeinal  wsrexisted  between 
ihiscountry  and  France;  thatconaeqnently,all|>rt> 
vale  grievances  were  merged  in  those  ofthe  nation; 
and  on  the  negotiation  of  peace,  wilhont  ptoi'ri- 
ing  for  them,  they  beeange  extinct.  Now,  with- 
out admitting  the  correctness  of  Ihe  inference,  I 
deny  the  fact.  There  certainly  was  no  declara- 
tion of  war  by  either  party.  If  war,  therefore, 
actually  existed,  it  must  hare  been  an  informal 
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one,  and  resulting  from  the  acta  of  the  partiest 
What  were  those  acta  i  On  the  part  of  France, 
she  seized  our  merchant  vessela,  carried  them  into 
her  porta,  caused  them  to  be  condemned  in  her 
admiralty  courts,  and  from  the  proceeds  of  sale 
replenished  her  trettsury.  But  this  was  not  done 
because  we  were  al  tsar.  The  legal  proceedings 
forbid  such  an  idea.  It  was  done  on  the  alleged 
ground  of  a  violation  of  the  laws  of  neutrality, 
(France  and  England  being  then  at  war,)  and  tn 
violation  of  the  edicts  and  decrees  of  tlie  French 
Government;  which,  however  unjust  towardsus 
and  in  violation  of  treaty  stipulations,  were,  nev- 
ertheless, in  form  at  least,  peaceable,  and  not 
warlike  proceedings. 

On  our  part,  our  shipa  of  war  were  authorized 
to  take  armed  French  vessels  found  hovering  on 
our  coasts  for  the  purpose  of  annoying  our  com- 
merce. Merchant  vessels  were  also  authorized 
to  arm  themselves,  and  to  resist  any  attempt  of 
French  cruisers  to  capture  them.  An  nrmy  was 
ordered  to  be  raised;  all  intercourse  with  France, 
for  one  year,  was  interdicted  by  law;  and  the 
treaties  between  us  and  France  were  declared  to 
be  void.  These  are  the  principal  acts  relied  upon 
to  show  that  the  two  countries  were  at  war.  On 
the  contrary,  I  think,  under  the  circumstances, 
they  are  explainable  in  perfect  consistency  with  j 
the  true  state  of  affairs — to  wit:  that  our  Govern- 
ment was  apprcketuive  of  a  war,  and  were  wisely 
making  preparation  forthatevent,shouId  itcome. 
Our  ships  of  war  were  not  to  seize  upon  property 
belon^in^  to  French  citizens,a8  they  would  have 
been  in  case  of  war.  They  were  not  even  to  at- 
tack or  seize  French  vcssels-of-war  indiscrimin- 
ately; but  only  those  which  should  be  found 
hovering  on  our  coasts  for  the  purpose  of  annoy- 
ing our  commerce.  Our  merchant  vessels  were 
only  to  arm  in  self-defense.  The  act  authorizing 
the  President  to  augment  the  Army,  limited  the 
power  to  the  case  of  a  war  breaking  out  between 
the  United  States  and  some  foreign  prince  or 
Power.  The  attempt  to  annul  the  subsisting 
treaties  was  not  upon  the  ground  of  a  warexiat- 
ing — for  that  would  of  itself  have  put  an  end  to 
the  treaties;  but  upon  the  ground  that  France 
had  neglected  to  fulfill  their  stipulations  on  her 
part — that  she  was  guilty  of  the  first  breach.  In 
all  this,  therefore,  there  is  no  evidence  of  an  ac- 
tual war.  They  are  indications  merely  of  an 
apprehension  or  fear  of  war. 

But  again;  if  war  actually  existed  between  the 
two  counlries,is  it  not  unaccountable  that  no  sug- 
gestian  to  that  dSect  should  have  been  made  by 
the  ministers  on  either  side  in  negotiating  the 
treaty  of  1800?  This,  if  true,  would  have  fur- 
nished a  conclusive  answer  to  any  claims  that 
might  have  been  set  up.  This  course,  if  the  facts 
would  have  warranted  it,  would  have  been  the 
easiest  and  .shortest  way  of  getting  rid  of  the  dif- 
ficultiei growing  out  of  the  infractions  of  treaties. 

But,  as  a  furdier  proof  that  no  war  existed,  I 
would  refer  the  Senate  to  the  instructions  given 
to  our  ministers  sent  to  Paris  to  negotiate  the 
treatyof  1800.  After  enumerating  themultiplied 
aggressions  of  France  upon  our  commerce,  and 
her  refusal  to  make  indemnity,  the  instructions 
go  on  to  say: 

"  Tbl«  camlaet  of  the  French  RepaMIc  would  well  have 
jutlfisil  nn  imaiediaie  dKlaraUon  of  war  on  the  part  ofihs 
United  Soilea ;  but, dnirmu  of  moMalainf  peace,  and  still 
willing  l»  leave  open  ttaedonrorreeondliailoa  wllli  Franco, 
the  United  State*  contented  tkemulon  mUk  prop&rmtionM 
Jot  itjautf  and  nuonarca  cofatualed  t»  jmttU  tMr  eoni- 
Mwrce."  .    - 

Acain:  the  American  Ministers,  in  a  letter  to 
the  Governmeat  at  home,  under  date  of  August 
SO,  1800,  in  alluding  to  the  act  of  Congress  an- 
nulling the  treaties,  say: 

liir  It  had  oiiwanM  lo  a  aoiiM  a/w«r,  ]r«t,  as  the  wndom 
orTiance  rwonciled  it  to  peace,  it*  application  on  the  prin- 
ciples of  war,  to  tkt  txlmt>Muntnt  ojcUdmt,  would  w  in- 
eiplieable." 

Unjustifiable  Old  preposterous,  also,  might  well 
have  ueen  added. 

Witboutauotin^furtherfrompublicdocuments,, 
which  I  might  easUy  do,  in  reference  to  this  point, 
I  submit  whether  this  idea  of  war  is  not  a  mere 
figment  of  the  brain — an  ingenious  luggestion 
made  to  evade  the  force  of  an  array  of  facta  oth- 
erwise irresistible  and  conclusive. 

Permit  me,  Mr.  President,  to  notice  one  other 
objection  to  the  allowance  of  tliese  claims,  and  I 
have  done.  It  is  urged  againat  their  allowance 
tiiat  most  of  them  are  owned  by  inauntnce  com- 


panies, and  the  remainder  have  been  bought  up 
oyspeculatorsforamercsong.  Now,  sir,  I  appeal 
to  every  fair  and  candid  mind,  whether  the  nature 
of  the  claim,  its  justice  and  fairness,can  be  affected 
by  the  circumstance  that  the  petitioners  claim  in 
an  individual  or  associated  capacity.  If  the  owner 
of  the'  confiscated  vessel  has  received  her  value 
from  the  insurer,  should  not  that  insurer,  by  every 
principle  of  justice  and  right,  be  permitted  to  stand 
in  the  place  of  the  owner  in  case  indemnity  should 
be  provided.'  But  the  fact  is  not  in  accordance 
with.tbe  allegation.  On  recurring  to  the  docu- 
ments it  will  be  found  that,  among  nine  hundred 
and  fifly-aix  petitions,  only  eighteen  are  from  in- 
surance companies.  And,  in  regard  to  the  alle- 
gation that  the  claims  have  been  purchased  up  by 
speculators,  I  wish  to  say  that,  so  far  as  my  knowl- 
edge extends  upon  this  subject,  in  reference  to 
my  own  State,  t  most  solemnly  aver  that  no  such 
case  exists.  Not  a  solitary  purchase  of  one  of 
these  claims  has  ever  come  to  my  knowledge;  and 
I  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  a  different  state 
of  things  exists  in  regard  to  these  claims  in  other 
States.  If,  however,  it  were  so,  tlie  objection 
may  be  easily  obviated  by  making  corresponding 
discrimination  in  yoiir  bill.  Let  the  purchaser 
receive  only  what  he  has  paid.  Upon  the  whole, 
is  it  not  clear: 

1.  That  these  petitioners,  or  those  whom  they 
represent,  had  valid  claims  against  Franc^  for 
commercial  spoliations  between  the  years  1793 
and  1800. 

2.  That  these  claims  were  released  tn  France 
by  the  United  States,  in  the  treaty  of  30th  Sep- 
tember, 1800. 

3.  That  the  release  of  claims  on  the  part  of 
France  against  the  Government  of  the  United 
Stales,  und^r  treaty  stipulations,  and  release  from 
obligations. on  the  part  of  the  United  Stales  to  aid 
France  in  maintaining  her  possession  to  her  West 
India  Islands,  constituted  the  eonndtridion  of  the 
release  aforesaid  on  the  part  of  the  United  Slates. 

4.  That  the  grounds  aasumed  in  opposition  to 
these  claims  are  unsubstantial,  and  cannot  be 
maintained. 

If  these  points  have  been  satisfactorily  estab- 
lished, it  followa  that  further  delay  will  be  unjust 
and  cruel.  I  trust,  therefore,  that  the  committee 
having  charge  of  this  subject  will,  after  due  inves- 
tigation, report  upon  these  claims  at  so  early  a 
day  as  to  insure  the  final  action  of  boCli  branches 
of  Congress  at  the  present  session;  and  thus,  if 
not  satisfy  the  ends  of  justice,  al  leasuno  longer 
tantalize  these  claimants  with  that 
**  hnp«  deftned, 
Which  nulielh  Uie  heart  sick." 

Mr.  FOSTER  presented  a  mcmoiwl  from  the 
heirs  of  John  S.  Kusswnrm,  praying  the  allow- 
ance of  legal  interest  on  commutation  money  here- 
tofore allowed  him  as  an  officer  in  the  revolution- 
ary war;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Claims.  , 

Mr.  BAYARD  presented  a  petition  from  James 
R.  Howisen,  asking  compensation  for  scientific 
duties  in  theexplonng  expeditiont  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  FOSTER  presented  resolntions  adopted 
by  the  Legislature  ofTennessee,  asking  Congress 
to  pass  a  Taw  authorizing  the  puUioation  of  the 
decisions  of  tlie  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
State*  in  a  compact  and  cheap  form;  also,  a  rec- 
ommendation of  the  members  of  the  bar  of  Ten- 
nessee upon  the  subject;  which  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Ml  LLER  presented  add  itional  evidence  in 
support  of  the  case  of  Oharles  R.  Williamson, 
praying  compensation  for  injuries  and  disease 
contracted  by  him  while  in  the  naval  service  of 
the  United  States;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  SEVIER  presented  a  memorial  from  F. 
R.  Dorsett,  David  Kurtz,  John  Robinson,  and 
William  M.  Douglass,  watchmen  tn  the  War  and 
Navy  Departments,  asking  for  additional  pay  as 
such;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

Mr.  KING  presented  a  joint  memorial  adopted 
by  the  Legislature  of  Alabama,  and  resolutions 
instructing  the  Senators  and  requesting  her  Rep- 
resentatives in  Congress  from  that  State  to  use 
their  exertions  to  carry  out  the  objects  of.  the 
memorial.  The  memorial  sets  forth  that  many 
individuals  who  were  entitled  to  the  benefits  of 
the  preemption  law  of  1838  and  1840,  were  neces- 


sarily deprived  of  the  ability  of  availing  them- 
selves of^  such  bent^fils  by  the  pressure  of  the 
times.  That  their  little  possession  will  soon  be 
subject  to  entry,  and  that  they  arc  unable  to  raise 
specie  funds  to  pay  for  them.  They,  therefore, 
ask  Congress  so  to  extent!  the  provisions  of  the 
preiimpiion  law  as  to  secure  them  their  posses- 
sions at  the  Government  price,  believing  that  they 
could  not  be  sold  beyond  that  price,  if  put  up  at 
public  sale  now — some  of  the  lands  having  been 
already  offered,  and  would.not  bring  that  price; 
but  still,  if  the  lands  nn  which  they  have  made 
the  improvements  are  exposed  to  public  sale  at  the 
time  at  which  they  are  liable  to  be  thus  sold,  they 
might  fall  into  other  hands.  The  memorial  (here- 
fore  prays  that  the  right  of  preemption  may  be 
extended  for  two  years.  The  memorial  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

EXECUTIVE  COMHUNIC.4TION8. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  communication  from  the  President  of  the 
United  Slates,  transmittinga  letter  from  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Iowa,  accompanied  by  a  snemorial  of  the 
Legislative  Assembly  of  that  Territory,  asking 
admission  as  an  independent  State  into  the  Union; 
which,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  SEVIER,  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  transmitting  a  report  made  to 
the  Navy  Department  by  Captain  Stockton  rela- 
tive to  the  vessel-of-wsr  Princeton,  which  was 
constructed  under  his  supervision,  and  recom- 
mending to  Congress  the  adoption  of  a  similar 
plan  ill  the  construction  of  other  vcasela-of-war; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs. 

Also,  the  report  of  the  Auditor  of  the  Post  Of- 
fice Department  of  the  accounts  for  the  service  of 
that  office  for  the  year  ending  July,  1843;  which 
was  ordered  lo  lie  on  the  tabte. 

NOTICE  OF  A  BILL. 

Mr.  HENDERSON  gave  notice  that  he  would, 
to-morrow,  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  regulat- 
ing the  fees  of  officers  in  the  courts  of  the  United 
States  in  the  several  States. 

CHEROKEE  INDIANS. 

Mr.  SEVIER  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  he  said  had  been  handed  to  him  by 
a  repreacjitalive  from  the  Indians;  which  was 
adopted : 

RtKlced,  That  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  b«  in- 
structed tn  inquire  into  nnd  ascertain  what  amoant  of  mosey 
was  provided  to  be  paid  tn  the  Cliernkoe  Indians  under  ths 
treaiyand  the  snpplemcnialarticlrBnfUie  treatyof  Decern-^ 
her  39,  IR35 ;  for  wliai  objects  I  what  amount  has  been  ap- 
propriated to  meet  the  objecta specified  in  said  treaty*  for 
wliat  objects ;  what  amount  .was  intended  Ibr  the  Cbeio- 
tcees  individually,  and  what  amount  is  subject  to  the  legi*> 
tion  of  tlicir  national  councils ;  what  ainoant  has  been 
expended  under  each  of  the  articles  of  the  treaty  afomaid, 
and  how  paid ;  what  amount  has  been  lawAilly  expended 
for  the  several  objects  specified  under  the  treaty ;  said  what 
amount  has  been  wrongfully  and  Improperly  expended; 
and  if  any,  by  whotn ;  what  further  appropriations  ate 
necessary  to  fulfill  said  tn'aty  according  to  Its  tnie  intent; 
what  amount  shoold  be  due  each  individual  acconUni  la 
the  provisions  of  said  treaty,  and  the  customs  of  said  Iribca 
of  1  ndians,  of  I83S ;  what  amount  of  money  so  doe  is  in  lbs 
Treasury,  and  why  it  has  not  been  paid ;  what  pofUpn  of 
the  individual*  of  said  tribi-  have  deraanditd  said  mmey  I 
and  wtiat  further  legislation  is  necessary  in  order  to  carry 
out  nil  the  provisions  of  said  treaty,  and  to  preserve  peace 
on  the  fronUer,  and  to  prevent  domestic  strilh  among  said 
tribe  of  Indians ;  and  that  said  eommitteo  have  full  power 
to  send  for  peisons  and  papers. 

THE  FINE  BILL. 

Mr.  ALLEN  desired  to  call  up  the  bill  to  re- 
store to  General  Jackson  the  fine  imposed  on  him 
at  New  Orleans  by  Judge  Hall,  with  a  view  of 
so  disposing  of  it  as  to  make  it  the  first  business 
in  oriler  to-morrow  during  the  morning  hour, 
having  been  precluded  from  calling  it  up  for  action 
this  morning  in  consequence  of  the  consumption 
of  the  time  of  the'  Senate  in  other  matters. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore  sopgesled  that 
it  would  be  much  better  to  let  the  biU  remain  in 
its  then  condition  on  the  Calendar,  and  suboiita 
motion  in  the  morning  to  postpone  the  previous 
orders  to  take  it  up. 

The  suggestion  was  acquiesced  in. 

THE  COMPROMISE  ACT — THE  TARIFF. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  the  Senate  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  the  resolution  of  the 
Finance  Committee,  to  postpone  indefinitely  the 
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bill  introduced  by  Mr.  McDorriE,  to  redace  the 
ratea  of  duties  under  the  preient  tarifT  to  the 
standard  of.  (he  compromlac  act. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  addressed  the  Senate  for 
two  hours.  He  said  it  was  with  utifciftned  re- 
luctance he  rose  to  speali  on  the  subject  of  the 
bill  intrnducrd  by  the  honorable  Senator  from 
South  Carolina — not  frAm  thinking  that  any  dis- 
cussion that  could  be  had  in  the  Senate  would 
cither  remove  nr  afTi-ct  the  foundation  on  which 
the  bill  uf  1842  rested..  That  bill  was  now  part 
and  parcel  of  the  statute  b<>oks  of  the  United 
Stales,  where  he  had  little  doubt  of  its  continuing. 
It  was,  in  his  opinion,  a  beneficent  and  wise  po- 
litical measure,  the  friends  of  which  were  pre- 
pored,  willin":,  and  desirous,  at  all  proper  times, 
and  on  all  proper,  occasions,  to  defend.  But  when 
discussion  commenced,  lie  had  hoped  it  would 
•ha»e  been  confined,  not  to  the  merits  or  demerits 
of  the  proposed  bill,  but  to  the  true  question  be- 
fore the  Senate — the  jurisdiction  of  that  body  to 
entertain  such  bills. 

I'he  question  at  issue  was,  whether  the  bill  of 
1843  was,  as  described  by  the  honorable  Senator 
from  New  Hampshire,  framed  for  the  soic'beViefit 
of  a  small  portion  of  the  community,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  remainder;  or  Was  it  calcCilated  to 
sustain  the  national  credit,  increase  tlve  bnaineas, 
and  add  to  the  prosperity  of  the  country  ?  That 
(he  bill  would  produce  the  latter  effects  he  had  no 
room  left  to  doubt.  With  this  conviction,  he 
much  regretted  the  course  taken  by  the  Senators 
opposed  to  him,  as  no  discussion  on  the  subject 
could  lead  to  practical  good;  for,  if  the  laws  in 
relation  to  the  duties  on  imgwriation  were  to  be 
brought  before  that  body  every  session  of  Con- 
gress for  alteration  or  revision,  there  would  be  no 
protection  left  for  nny  of  the  industrial  classes; 
'  they  wouhl  lose  all  confidence  in  laws  and  law- 
makera,  and  their  energies  would  became  para- 
lyzed. Stability  in-laws  relating:  to  duties  was 
absolutely  necessary  to  insnre  the  common  weal; 
and,  as  the  bill  of  184  J  was  framed  for  the  revival 
of  biisiness,  the  encouragement  of  industry,  and 
the  securing  to  labor  an  adequfte  reward,  be  felt 
confident  it  would  not  be  altered  or  disturbed.  If 
a  measure  to  restore  our  credit,  meet  our  expend- 
itures, and  discharge  our  debts,  was  what  Sena- 
tors would  support,  then  the  present  law  would 
remain  unchan°;ed,and  would  prove  a  blessing  to 
the  country.  He  was  struck  by  a  remark  made 
by  the  iHMiorable  Senator 'rom  South  Carolina, 
that  **  there  was  no  new  gmond  to  be  taken  by 
either  side  on  the  question."  There  might  be  no 
new  ground,  so  far  as  the  question  was  confined 
to  the  measure  being  one  of  tariflT,  revenue,  or 
j>r«teetioii;  but  the  diffierent  stale  of  the  country, 
from  the  time  of  passing  former  bills,  oAered  ar- 
gtiments  in  favor  of  measures  now  which  could 
not  be  advanced  at  an  earlier  period.  He  regret- 
teti  that  the  distingaished  and  talented  Senator 
from  New  Hampsiiire  should  Imts  considered  it 
neeesaary  to  apply  the  epithets  that  he  did  to  the 
bill  of  1842;  his  extensive  knowledge,  tact,  and 
shrewdness,  required  no- such  adventitious  aid; 
and  h*  therefore  felt  the  deeper  regret  on  hearing 
that  gentleman  deaigneting  that  aa  an  oppressive 
bill,  an  abomination ,  a  horror,  a  mongrel,  a  mons* 
ter,  an  idol  bowed  down  to  by  the  men  of  the 
East.  He  knew  the  honorable  Senator  too  well 
to  attribute  to  him  any  improper  Inotive  in  us- 
ing these  epiiheu;  he  knew  ibat  his  opposition 
was  eoasciencioua;  and  his  only  regret  was,  that 
he  should  haa*  resorted  to  so  strong  a  mode  of 
expression.  He  would  endeavor  toavoid,  in  him- 
•elf,  the  fault  he  found  in  another.  He  would  use 
no  such  epithets  in  regard  to  the  bill  of  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from 'South  Carolina.  Such  a 
course,  he  thought,  never  added  to  the  strength 
of  equitable  argument. 

Ttie  honorable  Senator  frbm  New  Hampshire 
■tated,  at  the  commencement  of  his  address,  that 
he  wauld  not  build  his  argument  on  theories,  but 
that  he  would  confine  himself  to  facts,  and  draw 
bis  conclusion  from  thcin^  Now,  he  intended  to 
follow  the  same  course — to  base  what  he  Bad  to 
aay  on  facts;  differing  only  from  the  honorable 
Senator  [Mr.  Wooi>8drt]  in  his  intention  to  bring 
forth  all  the  legitimate  facts  bearing  on  the  ques- 
tion, and  not  a  portion,  selected  for  the  particular 
occasion.  The  principle  of  the  opponents  of  the 
bill  of  1843  was  right;  or,  if  not,  tne  principle  of 
it*  sopporters  was  right.  The  former  went  for 
unrestricted  free  trade;  the  latter  for  a  law  that 


would  sustain  and  encourage  all  the  interests  of 
the  country, and  slide  into  the  interests  and  wealth 
of  foreign  nations.  If  the  latter  view  was  right, 
then  the  honorable  Senator  from  New  Hamp- 
shire, and  those  acting  with  him,  were  incorrect. 
That  gentleman  said  that  the  tariff  required  re- 
vision, and  that  now  was  the  time  for  it.  To  the 
request  of  its  supporters  to  give  it  a  fair  trial,  he 
answered  that  that  request  would  have  some 
weight  if  the  measure  was  as  a  new  one;  but,  in 
giving  this  answer,  he  did  not  reflect  that  the 
frame-work  of  the  tarifT  was  essentially  different 
from  any  preceding  measure  of  the  kind;  the  rates 
of  duty  were  new,  and  the  circumalnnces  and 
business  of  the  country  diffeKnt.  Those  facts 
alone  should  have  shown  him  the  bill  as  entirely 
a  new  measure,  and  ought  to  have  secured  for  it, 
except  the  interests  of  the  country  imperiously 
demanded  ntherwiac,  a  fair  trial.  He  demands 
the  modification  of  the  bill  now,  because  some  of 
those  who  voted  for  it  declared  that  they  did  ao 
from  necessity.  As  regarded  the  honorable  ex- 
Senator  from  Maine,  Ins  colleagues  were  on  the 
floor,  and  could  answei' for  him.  The  Senators 
from  New  York  and  Pennsylvania  were  present, 
and  could  speak  for  themselves;  but,  as  far  as  he 
coulil  infer  from  report,  the  Senator  from  Penn- 
sylvania declared,  at  a  public  meeting,  his  entire 
approval  of  the  measure.  The  question  was,  how- 
ever, not  what  they  thought  then,  but  what  they 
think  now.  The  Senator  from  New  Hampshire 
had  also  alluded  to  a  letter  from  Mr.  Clay,  in 
which  he  says:  ."  If  there  are  errors  in  this  bill, 
they  should  be  corrected."  But  he  did  not  ad- 
vance it  as  Mr.  Clay's  opinion  that  the  bill  sliould 
be  modified,  as  suggested  by  the  Senator  from 
Sonth  Carolina. 

Mr.  H.  went  on  to  argue  that  the  bill  of  1838, 
received  from  the  gentlemen  now  opposed  to  the 
tariff,  the  items,  in  shape  of  amendments,  which 
earned  for  it  the  eharactor  of  an  abomination. 
Even  supposing  Mr.  WoooBtiaT  right,  he  did  not 
think  this  the  proper  time  to  go  into  the  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  of^I843.  The  drat  proposition  of 
Mr.  WooDBtinT  was  that  the  bill  was  framed  for 
the  direct  protection  of  a  very  small  class,  at  the 
expense  of  the  rest  of  Ike  community.  Now 
this  was  one  of  the  old  stereotyped  charges  that 
had  been  aa  often  refuted  as  advanced.  He  de- 
nied there  was  any  authority  for  so  designating 
the  bill;  it  was  not  sought  for  by  the  small  class 
of  mannfacturera  in  18^;  but  by  a  much  greater 
and  more  numerous  portion  of  the  people.  Mr. 
H.  went  on  at  length  to  show  that  the  tariff  was 
for  the  general  good,  and  was  more  a  revenue 
than  a  protective  measure.  The  articles  men- 
tioned by  Mr.  Woodbtrt  as  bedring  the  high 
duty  of  one  hundred  per  cent,  and  oyer,  were 
nothing  to  judge  byr'if  every  article  in  the  tariff 
was  liable  to  such  nigh  ratea,  then  th«  argument  i 
would  have  some  weight;  but  bringing  to  the 
foreground onlythosearticlea bearing  high  duties^  { 
and  keeping  all  others  out  of  view,  was  rather  an  I 
admission  of  weakness  than  a  demonstration  of  i 
strength.  Show  the  tariff  fairly  as  it  stood,  and  I 
it  would  require  no  ftirther  proof  of  its  value  to 
the  revenue.  He  enumerated  the  amounts  're- 
ceived from  duties  on  sugars^  silks,  woolens,  mo>- 
lasses,  spiritSi'dtrC,  and  then  wenton  to  show  that 
Turk's  islanti  salt  was,  prerioua  to  a  protecting 
duty,  worth,  in  this  country,  one  dollar  per  bash- 
el;  but  when  salt  works  were  established  here, 
the  price  of  Turk's  Island  <alt,  which  is  the  best 
kins,  fell  to  twenty  cents  per  bushel.  This  re- 
duction of  price  was  effected  by  domestic  enter- 
priser-enterprise which,  if  war  commenced  to-  i 
morrow,  would  secure  to  ua  that  great  essentiat 
at  acostof  twenty-five  or  twenty-six  cents,  instead 
of  four  or  five  dollars  per  bushel.  As  to  the 
enormous  duty  complained  of  by  the  honorable 
gentleman,  taking  bis  own  calculation  of  the  pop- 
ulation at  twenty  ifiillions,  and  allowing  to  each 
one  third  of  a  bushel  per  year,  ft  woultf  amount 
to  one  third  of  two  cents  on  each. 

The  illustration  used  by  Mr.  WoooBtniT  rela- 
tive to  hides,  would  not  hold  good.  The  mutual 
dependence  which,  by  the  order  of  Providence, 
exMts  in  all  classes  of  the  community — that  beau- 
tiful system  which  leaves  not  one  independent  of 
the  other,  but  mskes  all  dependent  on  the  great 
source  ofgood  from  above — will  show  to  the  farm- 
er, that  the  duly  of  five  percent  on  the  raw  hide, 
is,  through  the  workings  of  the  system,  equally 
as  beneficial  to  bim  aa  the  duty  of  thirty-five  per 


cent,  on  leatheris  to  the  manufacturer.  The  same 
refutation  he  gave  to  the  otherillustratiohsofMr. 
WooDBUHT,  viz: boots,  shoes,  cottons,  wool,  (the 
Senator  from  Vermont,  he  said,  would  perhaps 
give  his  views  on  that  particular  in  the  course  of 
the  debate,)  raw  silk,  brass,  liemp,&c.  The  next 
illustration  of  the  evils  of  the  tariff,  as  given  by 
the  honorable  Senator  from  New  Hampshire,  re- 
lated (he  said)  to  rags  and  paper.  Now,  he  never 
heard  the  farmers  complain  of  the  want  of  a  pro- 
tective duty  to  enable  them  to  raise  rags;  and  as 
to  pitper,  he  believed  they  wished  to  obtain  it  as 
cheap  as  possible.  Potatoes  was  another  it^m 
dwelt  on  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  New 
Hampaliire;but  it  was  probable  he  was  not  aware 
of  the  amount  imported  into  the  country.  In  the 
years  1834,1838,  1839,  and  1843,  there  were  im- 
ported forty-one  thousand,  fifty-four  thousand, 
one  hundred  and  ninety-six  thousand,  and  one 
hundred  and  eighty-six  thousand.  In  1837,  there 
was  a  large  importation  of  wheat,  and  what  effect 
a  free  trade  would  have  on  the  producers  of  those 
necessaries,  it  was  scarcely  necessary  to  say. 

He  then  contended  against  the  second  proposi- 
tion of  Mr.  WooDBOBT,  which  was,  that  the  pro- 
tective duties  were  opposed  to  the  spirit  of  the 
Constitution,  and  that  the  IVamers  of  that  Con- 
stitution did  not  mean  to  give  protection  to  any 
branch  of  manufactures,  except  as  incidental  to 
the  revenue.  The  protective  system  was  not 
cried  down  as  contrary  to  the  Constitution,  by 
the  discussions  which  arose  on  the  bills  of  1789, 
179S,  and  1794. 

The  different  conlmiltees  to  whom  those  sub- 
jects were  referred,  and  having  for  chairmen  such 
men  as  Alexander  Hamilton  and  General  Smith, 
reported  in  favor  of  admitting  free  such  articles 
as  were  essential  to  our  manufactures,  that  we 
could  not  produce  at  home;  but  of  imposing  a  duty 
on  such  nthere  as  could  be  supplied  by  ourselves. 

When  lie  went  for  the  protection  of  American 
indnairy,  it  was  for  the  whole  industry,  and  not 
for  a  class.  Capitalists,  as  well  as  laborers,  were 
entitled  to  protection;  but  it  was  mhinly  for  the 
working  men — the  laborers,  the  real  producers  of 
wealth— that  protection  was  designed  by  the  ad- 
vocates of  the  tariff  act  of  1842.  The  Senator  from 
New  Hampshire  had  quoted  largely  from  the 
writings  of  Dr.  Franklin.  He  hod  not  lime  to 
look  minutely  through  those  writings,  but  he  had 
discovered  in  them  enough  to  show  that  what  Dr. 
Franklin  said  in  relation  to  this  country  not  being 
ready  for  going  to  manufiictnres,  had  reference  to 
the  then  condition  of  the  country.  Tlie  same 
opinions  would  not  be  applicable  to  the  present 
condition  of  the  country,  'Tlien,  as  to  Dr.  Frank- 
lin's views  of  free  tram;,  was  it  not  easily  to  be 
seen  that  he  meant  free  trade  substantially,  in 
which  it  would  exist  alike  in  all 'countries — not 
that  kind  of  free  trade  which  would  be  all  on  one 
side,  and  operating  against  high  duties  on  the 
other?  What  did  the  term  "  firec  trade"  mean  in 
Great  Britain. >  That  was  to  be  learned  from  the 
debates  in  Parliament,  from  which  he  quoted  pas- 
sages in  speeches  made  there,  to  show  that  the 
term  was  derided  asnnerc  pretense,  and  never  did 
and  never  could  exist  in  Eneland.  Whenever  the 
statesmen  in  the  British  Parliament  found  the 
duties  in  other  countries  operating  against  British 
interests,  they  made  a  great  pretense  of  their  zeal 
for  free  trad* — got  up  committees  on  the  subject — 
witnesses  were  examined,  and  the  proceedings 
pnblishMi ,  with  a  view  of  inducing  a  reduction  of 
the  foreign  duties.  Was  it  not  very  well  known 
that  when  this  tariff  act  was  in  agitauon  here,  such 
a  coarse  Was  taken  in  Parliament  as  to  endeavor 
to  make  ua  believe  Epgland  must  have  free  trade? 
We  were  furnished  with  pamphlets  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  committees  on  this  subject;  but  did 
any  one  ever  hear  of  the  reports  of  those  cominit- 
tees  being  acted  upon,  or  their  recommeudationi 
carried  out?  No  such  thing.  The  protective  pol- 
icy of  England  was  still  steadily 'pursued  for  the 
exclusive  benefit  of  its  own  industry  in  every 
branch.  She  had  "played  the  aame  game  of  pre- 
tense with  the  Qermanio  States,  till  she  flooded 
them  with  her  manufiictures;  but  when  those 
Slates  found  out  her  real  object,  the^  put  on  high 
duties,  and  their  various  snurees  of  industry  soon 
became  flourishing.  Every  country  o  f  Europe  re- 
sorted to  protective  duties  for  the  encouragement 
of  national  induatry — Russia,  Prussia,  France, 
and  all  other  countries.  When  Sir  Robert  Peel 
was  pushed  hard  by  the  advocates  of  the  repeal 


Digitized  by 


Google 


"270 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


Februafy  it, 


of  the  corn  laws,  and  had  to  define  hU  position, 
he  dared  not  come  out  in  favor  of  free  trade.  He 
had  to  take  the  si|le  of  protective  duties,  and  every 
one  could  remember  how  he  was  sustained  by  the 
vote  in  the  House  of  Commons,  which  gave  him 
a  majority  of  one  hundred  and  ninety-six  in  favor 
of  protection. 

Now,  with  regard  to  the  objection  made  on  the 
other  side,  that  the  Constitution  gives  no  author- 
ity for  this  system  of  protection,  he  denied  that 
such  was  the  fact.  The  whole  tenor  and  spirit, 
as  well  as  the  very  letter  of  the  Constitution,  led 
to  the  fostering,  encouraging,  and  protecting  of 
A'merican  industry  of  every  kind,  collectively  and 
individually.  The  very  object  of  the  Constitu- 
tion was  to  build  up  this  Confederation  as  a  great 
nation  in  all  the  pursuits  of  industry,  increasing 
in  wealth  and  prosperity.  And  how  could  this 
be  done  but  by  aiding  the  labor  and  industry 
which  were  necessary  to  produce  this  wealth  and 
prosperity }  It  especially  provides  that  every  man 
shall  enjoy  the  fruits  of  his  industry.  And  Con- 
gress could  not,  without  a  dereliction  of  its  duty, 
omit  such  acts  of  legislation  as  were  necessary  to 
secure  to  every  man  the  enjoyment  of  the  fruits  ! 
of  his  industry.  It  was  upon  this  principle  the 
bill  of  1843  was  advocated  as  a  protective-tariff 
bill. 

He  asked  what  would  be  the  ultimate  condition 
of  this  country  if  it  was  to  adopt  the  free-trade 
princif  le,  relying  on  England  to  carry  it  out  also  ? 
The  eiteet  would  be,  that,  probably,  for  a  short 
lime,  it  would  go  on,  until  our  manufactures  v^ere 
broken  down;  and  then,  when  thCy  are  put  out 
of  the  way,  England  would  begin  to  lay  on  du- 
ties against  us,  while  we,  adhering  to  the  free- 
trade  policy,  would  very  soon  find  ourselves  in  a 
state  of  utter  baakruntry.  But  even  if  England 
also  adhered  to  it,  w(>ere  would  be  the  benefit  to 
our  agricttltuial States — the  western  Slates?  The 
free-trade  principle  would  admit  the  grain  and 
other  products  of  Germany,  Crance,  Poland,  the 
countries  on  the  borders  of  the  Baltic  sea,  and  all 
other  European  countries,  into  England,  to  elut 
her  market;  and  they  could  all  get  there  in  naif 
the  time  requisite  to  transport  the  products  of  our 
western  Stales  thither;  so  that,  when  the  prod- 
ucts of  the  West  would  reach  the  market,  they 
would  have  to  be  sacrificed  for  anything  ilicy 
would  bring.  The  West  would  gain  nothing  by 
free  trade;  on  the  contrary,  it  would  losu  by 
having  its  steady,  home  market  broken  up. 

The  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  complained 
of  the  act  of  1843  as  bring  a  bill  for  protection, 
and  not  for  revenue.  Now,  he  contended  tttatal- 
though  in  some  particulars  it  was,  strictly  speak- 
ing, a  bill  for  protection,  yet,  on  the  whole,  it 
was  a  good  revenue  bill;  because,  by  its  arrange- 
ment, looking  to  the  whole  effect  of  the  measure, 
it  produced  more  revenue  lliaii  would  a  separate 
duty  on  each  item  for  revenue  alone.  He  went 
into  various  statements  in  proof  of  this  position. 

He  next  comboted  the  idea  of  the  Senator  from 
New  Hampshire  that  the  Constitution  looked  to 
other  sources  of  taxation  than  duties  on  imports 
fur  revenue  to  support  the  Gi;ovcrnment. 

Mr.WOODBUllY  siuted  that  his  position  was, 
that  the  Coiisiituiioii  looked  to  duties  on  imports 
for  revenue  alone;  and  if  that  did  not  produce 
enough,  it  provided  other  sources  of  taxation,  to 
avoid  pasxins  the  revciiuo  point  in  taxing  imports. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  said  he  understood  the 
Scnnior's  position  to  be,  that  direct  taxes  could 
be  resorted  to,  because  the  powers  of  the  Consti- 
tution implied  that. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  said  that  the  power  of  re- 
sorting to  other  modes  of  taxation  indicated. that 
no  more  taxes  should  be  derived  from  imports 
than  ihcy  would  yield  at  a  rate  of  duties  imposed 
fur  revenue  alunc.  If  more  revenue  wiu  required, 
it  should  be  obtnincd  frnm  other  sources. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  contended  that  the  other 
sources  of  taxation  contemplated  were  to  be  used 
only  in  cases  of  great  emergency;  and  that  the 
intention  of  the  frainers  of  the  Constitution  was 
to  derive  all  the  ordinary  revenue  of  the  Govern- 
ment from  duties  on  imports. 

As  one  of  the  reasons  for  repealing  or  altering 
the  net  of  1842,  the  Senuior  from  Nf  w  Hampshire 
says  it  does  not  yield  enough  of  revenue.  Now, 
he  look  issue  with  t\f-  .Senaipron  this  point,  and 
contended  that  the  revenue  ot  this  year  under  tliat 
act  wouid  be  122,000,000,  if  not  |23,UOO,000. 
And  if  the  expenditures  were  only  kept  down,  as 


he  was  sure  they  would  be,  within  the  necessary 
disbursements  of  the  Government,  that  would  not 
only  be  enough,  but  would  leave  a  considerable 
surplus. 

Mr.  H.  here  entered  into  a  minute  detail  of  the 
revenue  for  several  years  pa8t;and  contended  that 
reduction  of  duties  never  did,  in  the  mass,  in- 
crease revenue.  In  support  of  this,  he  quoted 
largely  from  aspeech  of  Sir  Robert  Peel, as  to  the 
experience  of  the  British  Government  in  all  cases 
of  reducing  duties,  with  a  view  of  increasing  rev- 
enue. From  this  speech,  he  deduced  that  the 
only  inslances  in  which  revenue  was  increased  in 
England  by  the  reduction  of  duiies,  were  in  re- 
gani  to  coffee  and  rum.  In  all  other  eases  it  took 
aome  years  before  the  revenue  came  up  to  what 
was  l)efore  the  reduction  of  duties.  In  most  cases 
it  never  did  reach  the  standard  of  revenue  from 
high  duties. 

As  to  the  complaint  urged  against  the  tariff  act, 
t^at  it  enhanced  the  prir«  of  articles  of  consump- 
tion, he  contended  thai  its  pi-rmanent  effect  was 
the  reverse.  Any  apparent  rise  was  compensated 
by  the  increaseiT ability  of  the  consumer  to  buy; 
and  ihe  final  result  of  home  4>rotectian  was  a  full 
supply  at  cheap  prices,  instead  of  the  market  being 
left  at  the  mercy  of  foreign  manufacturers,  to 
charge  what  prices  they  pleased. 

He  denied  that  England  dealt  so  liberally  with 
us  as  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  supposed, 
in  taxing  (6,000,000  of  our  agricultural  products 
annually  for  the  consumption  of  her  dependen- 
cies. It  was  but  a  drop  of  water  in  the  bucket, 
compared  with  the  $377,000,000  of  our  annual 
Agricultural  products.  He  went  into  various  sta- 
tistics and  tables,  to  show  that  many  of  the  Brit- 
ish duties  were  prohibitory  with  regard  to  our 
products,  and  exhibited  anything  rather  thanthe 
spirit  of  free-trade,  or  a  desire  to  hold  out  the  right 
hand  of  good  fellowship  towards  us. 

It  being  now  some  time  past  the  usual  hour  of 
adjournment, and  Mr.  H.  intimating. thatit  would 
take  him  an  hour  yet  to  get  through. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SEVIER,  the  Senate  then 
adjourned. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 

MvNDiT,  Ftbruary  13,  1844. 

The  Journal  having  been  read. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  that  the  first  busi- 
ness before  the  House  was  the  report  of  the  Com* 
miilce  of  Elections  in  relation  to  the  legality  of 
the  elections  for  Representatives  in  the  States  of 
New  Hampshire,  Geoi^ia,  Mississippi, and  Mis- 
souri; and  on  the  question  pending,  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Fkuich]  had  Ihe  floor. 

Mr.  FRENCH,  after  some  preUininary  obser- 
vations, said  that  he  had  no  doubt  that  the  district 
system  of  elections  was  the  only  old-fashioned, 
Jeffersonian  mode  of  furnishing  members  for  thai 
House;  and  having  announced  this  opinion  with- 
out taking  time  to  prove  the  correctness  of  it,  he 
W<>uld  pass  on  to  another  topic  which  had  created 
some  degree  of  excitement  in  the  course  of  this 
discussion.  He  alluded  to  Ihe  protest  wklcli,  on 
the- first  day  of , the  session,  befote  the  organi^- 
tinn  of  the  House,  and  before  the  members  had 
taken  the  oath  to  support  the  Constitution,  was 
presented  by  some  fifty  of  its  members.  The 
House  of  Representatives  was  made  by  the  Con- 
slituiioo  the  judge  of  the  elections,  returns,  and 
qualifications  of  its  members.  The  House,  in 
the  performance  of  that  binding  function,  was, 
for  that  purpoac,  a  court,  coostiluled  as  suoh  by 
the  paramount  law  of  the  land.  Now,  be  sub- 
miited  to  the  candor  and  intelligence  of  gentle- 
men whether,  if  a  judge,  called  upon  to  adminis- 
ter the  laws  of  his  Stale,  should  be  allowed  Ip 
commence  his  sessions  or  proceed  with  a  case 
before  taking  the  oath  of  office;  and  whether,  if 
he  should  decide  a  case  in  advance  of  being  qual- 
ified, such  a  decision  would  not  at  least  be  con- 
sidered by  an  intelligent  commuoily  as  premature. 
Would  he  not,  by  such  proceedings,  subject  him- 
self to  the  Imputation  of  being  premature  and 
partial  in  his  decisions?  He  had  no  doubt  but  that 
the  fifty  honorable  gentlemen  (for  he  believed  llie 
number  was  fifty)  whose  names  were  appended 
to  that  protest,  were  actuated  by  the  purest  and 
most  patriotic  motives;  but  what  would  you,  Mr. 
Speaker — what  would  your  competitor  [Mr.Botls] 
think  of  me  were  I  to  offer  a  protest  in  advance 
deoouaciDg.  you  a«  not  eolilled  to  your  seat,  or 


dMiouncing  him  as  not  presenting  a  claim  to  it 
sufficiently  plausible  to  entitle  him  In  be  heard? 
What  difierence  was  there  between  the  two  eases? 
There  seemed  to  be  none.     He  voted  to  keepthat 
protest  out  of  the  Journal,  because  it  was  notorie 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  House,  and   ther«fore 
was  not  required  to  be  placed  there  by  the  Con- 
stitution; and  because  he  thought  that  the  pro- 
test violated  the  great  principle  upon  which  all 
courts  preserved   the  impartiality  of  their  pro- 
ceedings— that  of  not  deciding  on  any  question 
until  sufficient  argument  and  deliberation  were 
had.    For  the  same  reasons  be  vsted  to  take  the 
case  out  of  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  refer 
it  to  the  House,  which  he  believed  to  be  the  only 
proper  court  to  decide  such  questions;  and  that, 
therefore,  all  ihe  arguments  on  it  should  be  hesril 
in  that  court,  and  r.ot  out  of  it.    Without,  there- 
fore, detaining  the  House  longer  on  these  two 
preliminary  topics,  he  would  at  once  proceed  to 
the  main  question,  whicii,  be  confessed,  was  of 
the  greatest  constitutional  importance,  and  which 
he  trusted  he  should  approach  with  that  sense  of 
justice  and  impartiality  which  it  deserved. 

He  would  not  take  the  lime  ta  read  the  elanae 
of  the  Constitution  which  authorized  the  people 
of  Ihe  States  to  elect  Ihe  members  of  this  House, 
and  the  clause  authorizing  the  Legislatures  to 
prescribe  tbe  times,  places,  and  manner  of  hoU- 
ing  elections  for  Senators  and  members  of  Ibis 
House,  but  consider  them- ae  read,  and  bringiag 
to  view  the  powers  under  which  the  Slates,  in 
obedience  to  the  commands  of  Ihe  ConstiiutioD, 
have  made  their  regulations  for  electing  their 
Representatives  for  fifty  years  past.  Congress, 
then,  passed  the  apportionment  law  of  the  last 
session;  and  what  did  ihey  enact  in  it?  Did 
they  undertake  to  enact  a  system  under  vbiek 
the  people  of  these  States  could  exercise  the  rii^kt ' 
of  suffrage?  They  did  not.  He  could  imagine 
one  reason  why  Congress  did  itot  think  proper  to 
legislate  to  the  full  extent  prescribed  in  that  eiaose. 
Had  they  done  so  there  would,  have  been  a  neces- 
sity In  appoint,  in  all  the  towns,  villages,.tDd 
counties  of  the  Auntry,  a  set  of  officers  to  hoM 
and  conduct  the  elections,  to  which  course  clear 
and  valid  objections  existed.  He  supposed,  there- 
fore, that  the  makers  of  the  law  were  not  willliig 
to  carry  out  the  whole  extent  of  the  powers  is 
that  clause  of  the  Constitution.  Still  the  qaestion 
remained,  what  alteration  had  Congress  maile  ii 
the  regulations  of  the  Slates  by  the  second  seetioa 
of  tbe  apportionmem  law  ?  Had-  they,  in  fact, 
made  any  such  alteration  as  was  contemplated  by 
the  Constitution,  or  such  as  could  be  executed  by 
the  people?  He  would  examine  that  question. 
The  Constitution  provided  that  Congress  may,by 
law,  make  or  alter  such  regulations  as  the  Legis- 
latures of  tbe  States  may  have  made,  prescribiif 
the  times  places,  and  manner  of  holding  their 
elections.  Then  the  (]ueslion  cane  up,  wss  this 
second  section,  which  is  claimed  to  nave  abol- 
ished the  general-ticket  system  of  the  States,  a 
law  ?  If  it  wss  a  law,  the  general-ticket  system 
was  abolished— he  would  not  say  repealed,  for 
the  anomaly  has  never  yet  been  presented  in  his- 
tory of  one  Government  repealing  the  laws  «f 
another.  But  to  proceed.  If  Congress  hsssoi- 
pended  orsupersMed  the  geneokl-ticket  system,  it 
could  only  be  done  by  law,  as  stated  in  the  Con- 
stitution; and  the  question  remained,  was  this 
second  section  a  law  ?  He  confessed  it  was  hard 
to  prove  a  negati«<»,  but  as  far  as  a  negative  eoald 
be  proved,  he  desired  to  make  theseffort  to  do  it; 
in  other  words,  to  prove  tba^  this  was  not  a  lav 
in  the  meaning  of  the  Constitution  of  tbe  United 
Slates. 

Sir,  there  is  a  learned  profession  cslled,  if  yoii 
please,  the  legal  profession;  and,  when  a  stooent 
enters  upon  tlie  study  of  it,  there  is  what  may  be 
termed  a  l^al  alphabet  for  him  to  learn;  and  Ihe 
first  Question  of  it — I  be  letter  A — is,  "what  is 
law?  What  was  the  ana wer  given  by  the  tie- 
naenlary  writers?  Certain  distinguished  legal  gen- 
tlemen, such  as  Sir  William  Blackstone,  and 
other*,  had  defined  it  for  them.  Law,  in  the  los- 
guage  of  Blackstone,  in  its  most  comprehensive 
sense,  was  a  rule  of  action.  The  regular  relam 
of  the  different  seasons  of  the  year— spring,  sum- 
mer, autumn,  and  winter — was  one  of  the  greet 
laws  of  nature  prescribed  by  the  Deity  for  the 
comfort  and  sustenance  of  man.  The  sun,  which 
imputed  life  and  heat  to  our  planetary  system, 
was  the  result  of  another  greet  role  of  action  pi*- 
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*  tcribed  by  tlie  Ociiy  for  llie  support  oriiia  crea-  I 
turci.    Now,  if  this  second  scctinii  wns  brought  I 
up  10  thissuiiidnrU,  wlial  wns  it?  Gcnilcmeiiiiaid  ' 
ii  wns  a  rule  of  law;  but  tlini  was  iiniriiiiiigli.    It  I 
must  be  It  rule  nTaotioni  and  lie  asked  If  any  act  | 
could  be  had  under  It }    Could  you  put  the  rljEbt  > 
of  $uirra:;n  in  moiinn  by  it?    Could  you  enable  | 
IliP  people  of  the  Stnles  to  hold  Ihi'ir  elections  for  ! 
meniliers  to  represent  tliem  in  Congress  ?    It  was 
nolliin;;  but  a  mere  congressional  propositiou;  or, . 
ifKfnlicmrn  pleased,  nothing  but  n  rule.    But,  in  I 
descend  from  the  laws  of  nature,  to  which  heiiad 
just  adverted,  let  us  come  down  to  human  laws, 
or,  ns  iJH-y  are  called,  Riunicipal  laws — the  second  I 
lesson  which  the  student  learns.     What  is  mu-  I 
iiicipal  law?     |t  is,  in  the  langungc  of  the  same  ' 
writer,  a  rule  of  civil  conduct,  prescribed  by  tlio  i 
supreme  power  of  the  Statc-,commahtiin);  what  is  I 
right,  and  prohibiting  what  is  wrong.    There  is  { 
a  dilTLTence  lietwccn  advisory  counsil,  which  we 
are  at  liberty  lo  take  or  refuse, and  law,  which  is 
binding  upon  us.    The  language  of  a  rOimiact  is, 
"  I  wii'?,  or  I  will  not,  do  this  thing."    The  lan- 
guage of  law,  according  to  Klackstone,  is, "  Ttiou  i 
shuli,  or  shnit  not,  do  it."    Then,  according  to  | 
tills  dc6nitinn  of  Inw  being  a  rule  of  conduct  or  | 
action,  he  asked  if  this  second  section  could  be  j 
■aid  to  be  a  law  ?  If  no  action  could  be  had  under 
it,  did  it  not  result  that  it  was  no  law  ?  and,  if  no  i 
law,  that  tlie  general-ticket  system  of  electiiuM  in 
tb«  four  Slates  were  sustained  ?  Did  it  not  result,  { 
as  a  general  consequence,  that  the  members  sent  , 
here  by  those  four  States  Were  legally  and  cou-  I 
stitutionally  elected  ?  | 

No.w  there  was  another  view  of  the  question, 
to  prove  that  this  was  no  law.  Sup|M)se  tliis  I 
Govpmment  was  about  to  commence  under  the 
Constitution,  and  Coggress  had  determined  not 
lo  presoribe  any  laws  on  the  subject  of  elections, 
but  to  leave  the  matter  to  the  States.  Suppose, 
then,  tbaUlha  State  Legislatures  meeting  imme- 
diately after  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution, 
should  pass  no  other  laws  on  the  subject  than 
this  second  section.  Now,  he  asked  gentlemen 
whether  they  could  venture  tu  say  tliiit  this  would 
be  a  law.  Suppose  ogoiit,  that  the  Slate  Legis- 
latures should  dechire  that  all  the  elections  should 
he  held  on  a  certain  day  without  naming  what 
day;  he  would  ask  if  that  would  be  a  law.-  The 
minority  report  conceded  tbatit  would  not.  Sup- 
pose furtlicr,  the  Legislatures  should  pass  laws 
on  the  subject  of  the  place  and  mtuiner  of  hold- 
ing the  clectioiw,  without  specially  designating 
either;  l>y  the  same  reasoning  this  would  not  be 
law.  He  had ,  therefore,  brought  his  mind  to  the 
conclusion,  both  on  elementary  authority  and  the 
authority  of  the  Cunstiuition,  as  well  as  that  of 
the  minority  report,  that  the  second  section  of 
the  apportionment  act  was  no  law;  and,  being  no 
law,  the  members  returned  under  the  general- 
ticket  system  were  legally  and  constitutionally 
elected. 

He  denied  that  the  second  section  of  the  appor- 
tionment act  was  a  law.  He  affirmed  it  was  a 
mere  nuUJiy;  and  then  proceeded  to  reply  tn  the 
remarksaiid  the  arguments  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  [Mr.  Sshmkrs,]  made  to  the  HoMSeon 
Saturday  lost,  in  defenseof  the  districting  section 
uf^^he  apportionaient  act.  He  contended  that 
the  second  section  of  the  apportionment  act  waa 
a  nulliCcation  of  the  right  of  tlie  people  of  sev- 
eral sovereign  States  to  be  represented  on  thia 
floor;  and  argued  at  some  Uiiigth  in  favor  of  the 
right  of  the  members  whose  seats  are  in  question, 
to  retain  possession  of  their  seats,  oa  members  of 
this  House. 

Mr.  VINTON  could  not  sit  in  silence,  and  wit* 
".ess  tne  luillifiention  of  a  solemn  law  of  the  land . 
The  CoiwiitutioD  had  given  powe*  to  Congress 
to  pass  laws;  and,  in  pursuance  of  that  power, 
the  Coagress  of  the.  United  Slates  had  tnought 
proper  to  pass  a  law  declaring  that  elections  here- 
aflcr  should  be  by  single  districts  throughout  tlie 
United  Slates.  Twentytwo  States  of  this  Union 
had  proceeded  to  lay  out  their  districts  in  con- 
formity with  the  law  of  Congress;  wluie  four  of 
the  States  had  thought  proper,  for  good  rcoaon, 
no  dfliiUt,  in  their  own  opinion,. to  refuseto com- 
ply with  it.  And  the  question  now  Was,  whether 
the  Uw  of  Congress  should  be  considered  the 
valid  law  of  the  land;  for  they  would  all  agree 
that,  if  it  be  a  valid  law,  it  nuta  aside  State  legis- 
lation. He  had  not  been  able  to  sa  isfy  his  own 
uiiMl  that  this  House  had  the  power  'm  go  behind 


the  law, as  had  beenasaeried  bysomegentlemen, 
because  they  were  made  the  judges  oflh<  qualifi- 
cation, election,  and  return  of  its  members.  The 
members  of  this  House  were  made  the  judges  of 
— what?  Judges  of  the  election  and  return  of  its 
own  members.  They  were  required  lo  examine 
and  see  whether  the  elections  and  returns  were 
msde  in  cunfurinity  with  tlie  law.  This  was  the 
duty  incumbeni  upon  this  House.  But  it  was,  in 
his  opinion,  exceedingly  questionable  whether 
they  co<ild  inquire  into  ilie  validityof  a  State  law. 
Surh  was  not  the  inteniiimnf  the  framcrs  of  the 
Coirsiiioiion;  because  it  was  clearly  perceived 
that,  if  such  a  power  were  given  to  them,  they 
might,  by  virtue  thereof,  overturn  all  law. 

[a  message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States  was  delivered  by  JouN  Ttlbr,  jr.] 

The  framers  of  the  Constitution  were  wise  and 
sagacious  men;  and  they  must  have  known  thai, 
if  this  House  possessed  the  power  to  go  behind 
the  law,  there  might  as  well  be  no  law  at  all  upon 
the  subject. 

But  he  would  proceed  to  the  question,  whether 
tliis  was  a  valid  law  of  Congress  ?  Before  coming 
to  thai,  however,  he  would  say  that  there  were 
certain  things  upon  which  he  believed  they  would 
all  agree.  One  was,  that,  in  the  absence  of  any 
legislation  by  Congress,  the  States  had  unquali- 
fied jurisdiction.  And  they  would  all  agree,  also, 
that  Congress  might  interpose,  to  alter,  to  frame 
another  body  of  legislation.  They  would  all 
agree  that  the  duty  was  mandatory  upon  the 
States,  liiu  discretionary  with  Congress;  and  they 
would  further  agree  that,  if  Congress  had  pro- 
ceeded  nnd  laid  out  the  districts — had  completed 
the  executory  or  administrative  part  of  the  law- 
it  would  have  been  good  and  valid  to  all  intenta 
and  purposes. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  said  he  was  not  prepared  to 
agree  wiih  the  gentleman  in  this  opinion. 

Mr.  VINTON  said  he  hof>ed,  then,  the  gentle- 
man would  undertake  to  prove  to  the  House  that 
the  act  of  Congress,  if  fully  carried  out,  would 
not  have  been  valid.  He  contended  that  it  would 
have  been  valid.  The  conclusion  to  which  gen- 
tlemen had  come,  that  this  was  an  invalid  act, 
was  founded  upon  this  single  proposition:  that  if 
Congress  undertook  to  exercise  its  power  of  legis- 
lation, they  must  make  that  legislation  perfect, 
so  as  not  lo  need  any  Stole  legislation  upon  the 
subject.  When  they  undertook  to  perform  so 
important  an  act  aa  that  of  overturning  a  solemn 
law  of  Congress,  he  thought,  at  least,  it  devolved 
upon  those  who  held  the  affirmative  of  the  prop- 
osition to  show  clearly  and  satisfactorily  on  what 
ground  the  proposition  rests.  WouUI  any  man 
say  that  it  was  a  self-evident  proposition  that  the 
law  was  a  nullity?  He  thought  not;  and  it  cer- 
laiHly  struck  him  as  somewhat  remarkable  that, 
ia  a  matter  out  of  which  such  serious  eonoe- 
^uences  must  grow,  not  asingle  reason  had  been 
assigned  for  coming  to  the  corwlusion  that  this 
law  of  Congress  was  inoperative.  How  did  they 
arrive  at  that  conclusion  ?  The  committee  judged 
it  to  be  a  nullity  by  means  of  a  series  of  analo- 
gous reasoning  The  gentlemen  say,  if  Pongreas 
Esse  a  htw  declaring  that  the  elections  shall  be 
eU  on  a  particular  day  throughout  the  Union, 
without  naming  the  day,  the  States  would  not  be 
bound  to  execute  the  law.  They  say  it  would 
itot  be  a  valid  law.  To  the  first  proposition  he 
asaeotedt  from  the  other  he  disseatetl.  He  held 
that  where  the  authority  to  legislate  existed,  such 
legislation  was  valid,  provided  it  were  consist- 
ent, and  not  impossible  lo  be  complied  with.  If 
it  were  impossible,  those  whom  it  waa  inlended 
to  operate  upon  were  exonerated  fi«m  compli- 
ance. This  was  precisely  the  position  of  the 
ease  put  in  the  report.  The  Slates  could  not  put 
such  a  law  in  execution; and  why?  Because  no 
State  could  carry  its  legisbttion  beyond  its  own 
territory.  But  aid  it  follow  that,  because  the 
Statescould  not  do  il,CoagreM«ould  not?  The 
cases  were  not  analogixM,  and  the  reasoning  was 
therefore  iallaeious. 

Mr.  BLACK,  of  Georgia,  regaivled  the  ques- 
tion before  the  House  as  clearly  one  of  expulsion; 
for,  if  carried  in  the  affirmauve,  it  would  expel 
twenty-ooe  members  from  the  seaU  which  thisr 
occupy  on  this  floor.  The  question  was  one  af- 
fecting the  Stale  which  he  represented.  If  it  had 
been  a  personal  question  only,  he  should  have 
been  content  to  be  a  silent  spectator;  and,  there- 
fore, be  deemed  it  right  to  speak  in  behalf  of  the 


people  of  Georgia,  whom  he  represented  here, 
for  lie  was  the  Representative  of  the  whole  State, 
and  not  merely  of  a  majority  of  its  people.  What- 
ever difference  of  opinion  there  might  be  in  the 
State  of  Georgia,  in  relation  to  this  law,  there 
was  no  difference  i<i  practice;  for  both  parties  had 
run  candidates  at  the  late  elections.  He  alluded 
to  the  resolutions  of  a  Whig  convention  of  the 
State  of  Georgia  on  this  subject;  and  some  ex- 
planations were  made  by  him  and  by  Mr.  Ste- 
phens in  relation  thereto. 

He  then  relumed  to  the  position  he  had  as- 
sumed, that  this  was  a  question  of  expulsion; 
and,  he  showed,  that  never,  since  the  establish- 
ment of  this  Goveroment,  had  such  an  extreme 
power  been  exercised.  In  1799,  when  the  Con- 
gress sat  in  Philadelphia,  an  attempt  was  made  to 
expel  a  member  of  the  name  of  IVIatthcw  Lyon, 
against  whom  seditious  designs  against  the  Union 
and  other  very  scriouS' cliar|^«,  were  preferred; 
but  tlie  motion  was  not  sustained  by  the  requisite 
majority  of  two  thirds  Tbcexpulsion  of  a  mem- 
ber was  deemed  a  very  grave  proceeding,  and  it 
never  had  succeeded ;  but  now  the  attempt  was 
made  to  expel  twenty-one  membei«  against  whom 
no  charge  had  been  preferred.  Besides  the  at- 
tempt to  expel  Matthew  Lyon,  in  1799,  there  waa 
one  made  in  the  Twenty-Seventh  Congress  to 
expel  a  i;enlleman  from  Ohio,  and  that,  too, 
failed.  The  House  had  never  dared  to  exercise 
such  an  arbitrary  and  despotic  power. 

The  Senate,  he  understood,  had  expelled  a  mem- 
ber of  the  name  of  Smith,  on  charges  affecting  his 
moral  eharaelcr;  but  the  House  had  never  dared 
to  do  it.  Even  instances  of  censure  were  rare;  he 
had  known  but  two  attempts  to  censure  members, 
and  only  one  of  those  attempts  was  successful 
The  unsuccessful  attempt  was  4n  the  case  of  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Adams,) 
who  fought  the  House  three  weeks  when  an  at- 
tempt wns  made  to  censure  him  in  the  Twenty- 
Siiventh  Congress,  on  the  motion  of  a  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Mabshali.;]  and  it  was 
conceduil  that  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
was  vi':tnrious  over  iha  whole  Hduse,  notwiih- 
.standing  the  acta  of  that  gemleman  were  of  a  very 
grave  and  serious  character.  The  other,  and  the 
sureessfnl  ease,  was  that  against  Mr.  Giddings. 
Afker  some  observations  on  these  cases,  he  aaid 
he  should  not  detain  the  House  with  any  discus- 
sion of  the  constitutional  question  involved  in  the 
case  now  before  the  House,  for  it  had  been  ably 
discussed  by  many  gentlemen  who  had  preceded 
him.  He  would ,  however,  remark,  that  be  deemed 
this  act  not  only  unconstitutional,  but  inoperatiye 
But,  if  this  House  shouki  proceed  to  sustain  this 
law,  wliat  would  be  the  result?  He  laid  it  down 
as  a  correct  principle,  that  the  Constitution,  and 
the  laws  made  in  pursuance  thereof,  were  con- 
servative, and  not  destmetive  and  disorganizing; 
and  that  disorg^antzing  laws,  or  laws  that  come 
in  conflict  with  the  Constitution,  must  necessarily 
fall. 

The  Constitution  was  made  for  the  preservation 
of  this  Qovernmepi;  it  waa  conservative  in  all  its 
features,  but  if  he  eiaold-show  that  the  exeoution 
of  this  law  would  have  the  effect  of  breaking  up 
theOovernment,  he  thought  lie  wouM  have  shown 
enough  to  induce  them  to  lay  aside  -the  law  en- 
tirely, to  say  nMbing  of  constitutionality  or  un- 
eonstitutioTMlity.  Of  wJiat  #as  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  composed  ?  It  was  composed 
of  a  legislative  department,  a  judiciary  depart- 
ment, and  an  exeoative  department;  of  which  the 
legislative  was  the  primary  and  most  important 
department;  without  it,  all  the  others  must  fall  to 
the  ground.  "Hat  the  other*  might  be  abolished, 
and  yet  some  sort  of  Government  be  carried  on, 
provided  the  legislature  was  retained i  which  voa 
the  head  and  fountain  of  all  law. 

In  order  to  legiskte,  theremustbeaCongressi 
to  have  a  Congreas,  they  must  have  a  Hoaw  of 
Representatives;  and  to  have  a  House  of  Repre- 
seolatlves,  they  must  have  delegate*  horn  all  the 
Stales.  This,  if  not  a  ixed  fact,  was  aa  nearly 
allied  to  certainly  ta  it  wa*  passible  for  any  prop-, 
osition  to  be.  The  House  must  consist  of  the' 
RepresentatiTe*  of  twenty-^z  *ovcrei|n  Slates; 
and  Ike  very  mosMnt  ibi*  Department  of  the  Gov 
emment  waa  curtailed  of  its  fair  proportions,  the 
Constitution  and  the  Government  were  ipw  yacle 
dissolved.  What  sort  of  a  House  would  we  have, 
if  it  were  resolved  that  the  member*  firom  four 
States  should  be  excluded  i    Would  it  be  such  « 
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House  of  Repre«entariTe8  as  wbs  required  onder 
Ibe  Coflsutuiion  ?  Qenilemen  musi  remember 
what  a  fuss  was  made  a  few  years  ago,  when  a 
single  State  desired  to  break  the  compact,  and 
separate  itself  from  the  Union.  It  was  thought 
that  the  withdrawal  of  that  State  would  be  the 
means  of  the  breaking  up  of  the  whole  Union. 
Yet  here,  a  certain  party  were  attempting  to  effect 
the  expulsion  of  the  members  from  four  States, 
and  to  leave  the  country  without  a  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, as  contemplated  and  required  by  the 
Constitution.  If  they  could  expel  tlic  members 
of  certain  Slates,  upon  the  ground  stated,  they 
might  upon  any  other;  they  might  expel  them  fur 
a  thousand  causes.  He  was  aware  of  but  one 
cause,  for  which,  under  the  Constitution,  mem- 
bers could  be  expelled,  and  that  was  for  disor- 
derly conduct;  and  it  was  n  question  upon  which 
the  House  had  been  exceedingly  cautious.  The 
power  of  expulsion  was  one  winch  they  had  been 
charged  of  using.  Thoueli  dny  after  day,  dur- 
ing tlie  Twenty-Sixth  and  Twenty-Seventh  Coii- 
gresses,  violence  had  been  enacted  upon  the  very 
floor  ofthe  House,  yet  they  had  taken  no  notice  of 
it.  Several  personal  encounters  had  taken  place; 
kecnuld  mention  some  of  them — one  bL'twcen  Dell 
and  Turney,  another  between  Bynum  and  Gar- 
land, another  between  Wise  and  Suinly.  Tliese 
fights — all  of  them,  he  believed — took  place  on 
the  side  of  the  House  where  the  venerable  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Adaus]  now  sat; 
it  was  then,  as  now,  the  Whig  quarter.  [A 
laugh.]  Members  had  fought  like  dogs  upon  tlie 
floor  of  the  House,  and  had  not  been  expelled. 
And  ret  it  was  now  attempted  to  cxpi.-l  the  mem- 
bers from  four  States,  who  had  been  guilty  of  no 
such  offenses.  Members  1iad  been  guilty  of  in- 
sulting the  House,  day  after  day,  with  tressona- 
ble  petitions;  and  yet  were  unwhipped  of  justice. 
Let  not  anew  doctrine  then  be  recognized,  by 
whicbmembers  of  that  House  could  Mcxpellca, 
except  for  eanaes  prescribed  i^i  the  Constitution; 
for  it  would  inevitably  lead  to  the  most  disastrous 
connequencea. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  commenced  his  remarks  by 
replying  to  hiseplleagaes,  Messrs.  Brown,  J  ohks, 
and  A.  Johnson,  on  the  subject  of  the  stale  of 
parties  in  his  State  in  reference  to  the  question 
(lefore  the  House;  and  endeavored  to  show,  from 
the  elections  lisid  there,  that  a  majority  of  the 
people  preferred  the  district  to  the  gi>neral-tickct 
■ystcm.  He  then  went  on  to  argue  in  favor  of 
the  constitutionality  of  the  law  at  the  last  session, 
and  against  the  rights  to  their  seats  of  the  mem- 
bers elected  by  general  ticket. 

Mr.  McCLkllNAND,  deeply  impressed  with' 
the  importance  of  the  question  before  the  House 
—not  merely  to  llie  gentlemen  whose  seats  were 
asserted  by  it,  or  to  the  people  of  the  States  from 
which  those  guntlemen  came — but  to  the  whole 
Union,  craved  the  attefllion  of  the  Housir  for  a 
few  minutes.  Some  of  the  gentlemen  who  had 
preceded  him,  had  based  their  arguments  in  sup- 
port of  the  law  on  two  grounds;  the  first  was,  that 
the  State  Legislatures  were  sulgect  to  the  control 
of  Congress;  and  another  «»•■,  that  the  State  Le- 
gislatures derived  all  their  powers  from  the  Fed- 
eral Constitution.  The  first  propoaittion  he  de- 
nied Mo  ea(a.  It  never  was  intended  that  the  legia- 
iatioii  vfithin  the  States  of  this  Union  should  be 
■object  to  the  control  of  Gsmgress.  All  the  powers 
of  fqEislation  which  were  not  specially  vested  in 
the  Congrsssof  the  United  States  remained  within 
the  great  armory  of  State  sovereignty. 

Mr.  McC.  rrplied-  at  some  length  lo  the  aipt- 
roenls  of  thegentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.ViHTON.] 
According  to  that  gentleman's  argument,  a  dou- 
ble power  was  conceded  to  Congress;  not  only  the 
power  to  make  and  alter  the  rvgulalions  pre- 
scribed by  the  Slate  Legislatures,  but  an  addi- 
tional and  startbng  power,  namely,  that  they  may 
require  the  Slates  to  d*  tlwt  which  Congsess  may 
do. 

Mr.  VINTON  inUrpoasd  to  explain.  What- 
ever groitnd  Congress  had  occupied  by  its  legis- 
lation, the  Statea  were  bound,  by  virtue  of  the 
obligation  resting  upon  them,  to  fill. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  said,  that  the  States,  in 
this  instance,  had  already  oceupiad  the  whole 
ground. 

Again:  it  was  no  part  of  the  qualification  re- 
quired under  the  Constitution  that  the  Repivsent- 
ative  should  reside  in  a  particular  part  of  the  State; 
and  yet  this  was  made  «  qualificatioD  by  thisael. 


What  did  the  act  resolve  itself  into .'  A  repeal  of 
the  legislation  of  <the  States,  and  the  abolishment 
of  representation  upon  that  floor. 

Mr.  McC.  proceeded  to  argue  that  the  right  to 
regulate  the  elections  was  a  right  which  belonged 
to  the  States;  and  that  Congress  had  no  power  to 
interfere,  except  by  specific  and  complete  enact- 
ment— in  the  absence  of  which,  the  exclusion  of 
members  elected  by  the  States  was  a  disfran- 
chisement ofthe  people,  and  consequently  a  vio- 
lation ofthe  Constitution  itself. 

Mr.  RATHDUN  observed  that  he  had  not 
much  to  soy  on  this  subject.  Every  argument 
that  could  be  offered  on  either  side  hnd  been  urged 
in  all  the  Variety  of  phases  of  which  it  was  sus- 
ceptible;'and  it  was  almost  impossible  to  present 
any  now  views  on  the  subject.  In  the  course  of 
the  debate,  however,  which  had  taken  place,  there 
were  some  things  which  had  been  said,  on  one 
side  or  the  oilier,  which  deserved  at  least  a  pass- 
ing notice.  They  had  bech  tnld  again  and  again, 
by  the  members  on  one  side,  that  the  question 
was  one  in  relation  to  which  all  feeling  or  preju- 
dice ousbt  to  be  avoided;  and  that  it  ought  to  be 
approached  as  if  it  was  now  an  original  question, 
which  they  were  prepared  to  act  on  without  pre- 
judice and  without  a  previously-expressed  opin- 
ion. The  House  was  also  called  on  to  consider 
it  ill  an  impartial  and  liberal  manner,  and  to  pass 
judgment  on  it  in  that  spirit.  One  thing  struck 
him  ns  singular  in  the  course  of  these  appeals  to 
the  liberality  and  impartiality  of  the  House. 
There  was  scarcely  a  member  who  made  them 
who  had  not,  on  the  first  day  ofthe  session,  and 
before  even  the  organization  ofthe  House,  written 
down  his  solemn  judgment  in  the  question,  and 
sent  it  forth  lo  the  country,  after  strenuously  en- 
deavoring to  get  it  inserted  on  the  Journal  of  the 
House.  Now,  lie  confessed  that  his  mind -was 
made  up  on  the  subject;  but  he  would  say  that  it 
was  not  made  up  when  that  protest  wos  drawn 
uj>  and  signed ;  and  he  was  not  then  prepared  lo 
sign  a  protest,  declaring  either  for  or  against  the 
rights  of  these  members  lo  their  seats. 

The  question  before  the  House  was  one  in 
which  four  of  the  States  were  arrayed  on  one 
side,  and  the  General  Onvernmenii  the  agent  of 
the  States,  on  the  other.  The  Stales  were  equally 
as  independent  in  their  sovereignty  ns  the  Gen- 
eral Government  was.  R<;ferriiig  to  the  language 
of  the  Constitution  which  bore  on  the  subject, 
he  would,  without  reading  it,  state  his  under- 
standing to  be  that  full  power  was  given  to  the 
Stales  to  provide  for  holding  their  elections,  either 
by  the  district  or' general  ticket  system.  Why 
was  onytbing  added  lo  this.'  Why  was  any 
power  at  all  given  to  the  General  Government  on 
this  subject.'  It  was  because  a  State  had  already 
refused  to  send  RepresentatiTes  tn  Congress;  and 
the  frsmersof  the  Constitution  wished  to  protect 
the  Government,  in  case  any  of  the  States  should 
follow  the  example  thus  set.  They  wished  to 
provide  for  keeping  up  a  representation  of  all  the 
States  in  that  House,  in  ease  the  Stales  should 
refuse  to  elect  their  Representatives;  and  for  this 
purpose  they  gave  the  power  to  Congress  which 
IS  found  in  the  Constitution.  He  held,  therefore, 
that  the  power  given  to  Congress  was  only  sec- 
ondary and  conservative,  and  for  the  prole<^lien 
of  the  Government,  and  was  never  intended  to 
be  used,  except  in  the  emergency  above  slated. 
He  held  that  until  the  crisis  anticipated  by  the 
Constitution  arrived,  this  Government  had  no 
right  to  interfere  in  the  matter  at  all.  Now,  he 
was  sustained  in  that  view,  not  by  weapons  drawn 
from  the  armory  in  the  other  end  of  the  Capitol, 
as  remarked  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  but 
by  weapons  borrowed  from  the  leaders  of  the 
gentleman's  own  political  party,  whose  authority 
he  trusted  he  would  not  question.  Mr.  Rivss 
said,  in  his  argument  on  this  question,  when  tlie 
apportionment  act  was  before  the  Senate,  that 
though  he  considered  the  letter  of  the  Consiilu- 
ti«n  conclusive  that  Cor^gress  possessed  this 
power,  yet  he  did  not  think  that  the  occasion 
called  for  its  exercise.  Again:  Mr.  Rivbs  depre- 
cated the  exercise  of  this  power  as  a  dangerou» 
one,  and  warned  gentlemen  that  if  they  passed  the' 
law,  the  poisoned  chalice  would  be  returned  to 
their  own  lips.  Mr.  R.  continued  to  read  several 
extracts  from  the  speech  of  Mr.  Ritks,  and  also 
from  the  speech  of  Mr.  Berrien,  both  of  which 
went  lo  the  extent  that  the  power  was  a  danger- 
ous one,  and  should  not  be  exerciaed  by  CongreM 


bat  in  the  event  of  the  States  refusing  to  elect 
their  Representatives. 

Mr.  R.  also  referred  to  the  protest  of  the  foar 
States  against  the  clause  in  question,  when  the 
Constitution  was  ratified,  declaring  that  they  only 
ratified  it  with  the  understanding  lliat  the  power 
was  never  to  be  exercised  but  in  the  contingency 
just  referred  lo.  Such  was  the  argument  among 
the  States  at  the  ratification  of  the  Constitution; 
and  this  dangerous  power  was  left  to  slumber  for 
fifty  years,  till  the  Congress  of  1849,  while  hunt- 
ing up  hidden  clauses  for  power,  under  which  the 
Federal  Government  might  be  strengthened,  had 
lighted  upon  this  one;  and  in  view  of  it  had  passed 
an  net  jn  violation  of  the  compact  by  which  the 
power  was  permitted  lo  remain  in  the  Constitu- 
tion. 

He  contended,  at  some  length,  that  Congress 
had  neither  "  made"  nor  "  altered"  regulations 
for  the  election  of  members  to  this  House  by  the 
second  section  of  the  apportionment  law,  within 
the  meaning  of  the  clause'  in  the  Constitution; 
and  that  no  power  existed  to  control  the  obedi- 
ence of  the  State  Legislatures.  He  then  went 
into  the  argument  generally,  and  spoke  until  the 
expiration  of  his  hour. 

Mr.  HARALSON  next  obtained  the  floor,  and 
the  House  adjourned. 

The  Ibllowinii  petitions  preaentcd  tn-dajr  were  banded  14 
IhA  rcniirtert*  by  the  inimtlwni  preitenilnff  litem :. 

Dy  Mr.  WIINTWOETII :  Tlie  petition  of  two  bondrel 
citixitn:!  of  Lnke  enmity,  lllinoiii,  in  favor  of  ereetinc  a  listtt- 
hnuiR  nt  Little  Fort,  Luka  county  ;  wbidi  was  referred  to 
tite  Coinniillee  on  Commerce. 

AIM,  the  pi.-Utinn  01'  John  Davii  Ackerarann,  of  Oaptgt 
c<»Aily,  Illiiii>i)i,  praying  for  the  refuiidins  of  certain  moneys 
paid  hy  liini  for  public  laudit  which  lie  never  received;  which 
was  rrferrod  to  tlif^t^omniittee  on  Public  T.andd. 

Uy  Mr.  T.BMITII:  A  joint  rMohllinn  of  the  Legislator* 
Of  the  SiaU!  of  Indiana  relating  lo«  United  States  armory 
on  tin:  wc-siorn  waters;  whivli  was  rcfenvd  to  the  Coai- 
miiti'e  on  Military  Afl*;iirs. 

Also,  ajfuni  resoluiinn  on  the  subject  orfmproTing  lbs 
imviKatioii  of  die  Ohio,  Missiiwlppl,  and  Wabash  rivers; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Cooiiniltee  on  Commercv. 

Uy  Mr.  JENK8:  Four  uiemori.ilB  of  a  similar  teaor, 
signed  I'y  two  hundred  and  Ally-two  citizens  of  Penasylva- 
niit,  asking  CongrcM  to  pass  a  law  exempting  all  boats  eoB- 
ployed  in  the  domestic  coat  trade,  propelled  by  aaimaJ  or 
sleaiii  power,  fninl  coasting  licenses. 

Alsn,  the  petilion  of  Lardner  VaQuxem,  on  behalf  of  the 
heirs  of  James  Vanuxem,  (Isle  a  mercbaiitof  PhUsdelpiUa,) 
for  French  spoliaiions. 

By  Mr.  DAWSON  :  The  fMiUon  nf  P.  Otd,  reqaesUsf 
ewipenaation  fur  aeiing  as  clerk  in  lb*  ofllee  of  Solieiiar 
or  the  Treasury  from  the  S!8|U  of  May,  1633,  lo  lbs  Isl  of 
June, 1836. 

DyMr.  DITNLAP:  A  peti<  Ion  from  the  citizens  of  Bnmi- 
wirk,  Maine,  praying  lor  a  mhKUna  of  postage ;  which 
was  rnfened  tu  the  Committee  on  the  Post  OIBcc  and  Post 
Roads. 

By  Mr.  tlARPER:  THe  petiiion  nrEdwSrd  Raw  snd 
tklnytwo  oihen,  dtisens  of  Muskingum  eoonty,  Obio, 
praying  for  retranelimeai  In  Itw  espaiMUiaras  of  llw  Oas- 
eml  G-iver.ilnent. 

Also,  the  petition  of  William  R.  Moore  and  fortjr-flve 
others,  citizens  of  the  same  county,  for  the  same  purpose. 

Also,  the  iietiilon  of  Jacob  J.  Anderson  mid  aizteca  oth- 
ers, citizens  of  tbe  same  county  and  Stale,  for  the  asais 
purpose. 

Also,  the  petition  of  William  Tnung  and  sixty-one  otb- 
.ers,  citizens  nfKnoi,  Pntnklin,  and  Licking  coonlies,  Ohio, 
for  the  same  puinose.  » 

By  Mr.  J.  BBINKEBHOFF :  A  memortsl  orihtellisens 
of  Plyuioutli,  Ultio.  praying  an  appropriaiioo  for  the  prs^ 
ervation  of  Uie  hurlKir  ol°  Handuskjr,  on  Lake  Eiit. 

Also,  ilie  proceedings  of  a  meeting  of  the  cftlsens  oT 
Pandnsky  city,  Ohio,  in  relaUoa  lo  the  inpravcoisa^iSf 
tile  bartKir  at  iliat  place. 

Mr.  OALD  WBLL  withdrew  from  the  files  of  the  Cleric, 
and  presented  to  the  House,  the  petition  and  papers  of  the 
heirs  or  Nathan  Paris,  deceased ;  whicb  wan  referred  to 
ilM  Commiua*  on  Bevotuiioasfy  ClaisM. 

Aim,  withdraw  from  Ibe  files  and  presented  (he  petilioa 
and  papers  of  Cyrus  C.  Scott,  of  Adair  county,  KealBcky  i 
which  were  relerred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

By  Mr.  DANA :  The  petition  of  siiiy  citizens  of  Tates 
oouaty,  New  York,  for  a  reducUoa  of  postsfc  and  fsslric- 
lion  of  ilie  franking  privileges;  whicb  was  refened  to  ibe 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

By  Mr.  WBNTWORTH  :  The  petition  of  Ibe  widow 
of  William  Bellsland,  Will  county,  Illinois,  liir  penrioa 
money  due  Iter  husbssd ;  which  was  referred  to  lb*  Coss- 
miuee  of  Cloins. 


IN  SEJSIATE. 
TvBsoAV,  JPainua^  13, 1844. 

Mr.  WALKER  presented  resolutions  adopfed 
by  the  Legislature  of  Mississippi,  instructing  the 
Senators  and  requesting  the  Rcpresentativca  from 
that  State  to  use  their  influence  t<>prevent  the  dis- 
continuance of  the  post  ofliee  at  Columbus,  Mis- 
sissippi, as  a  distributing  office;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Poat  Roads. 

Also,  reaolutioos  from  the  same  aonree,  inatroct- 
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in;  the  Senators  and  requesting  the  Representa- 
tives rnim  that  Smic  to  use  their  exertions  to 
procure  the  passage  of  a  law  requiring  the  Post- 
master Geiieml  to  mnkc  a  cnmract  with  the  con- 
tractor on  (he  present  mail  line  between  Mobile 
and  New  Orleans,  requiring  hiiVi  lo  deliver  the 
mail  at  several  points  which  are  mentioned  In  the 
rrsolution;  and  also,  to  vote  for  the  passaee  of  a 
law  for  the  erection  of  a  lisht-housc  near  Missis- 
sippi city,  and  at  several  other  points  mentioned 
ill  the  resolution.  It  was  ordered  that  so  much 
of  the  resolutions  as  related  to  the  mail  coiMrnct 
b«  rrfi-rrtHl  to  the  Cnmmiitcu  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads;  and  so  much  as  related  lo  li^ht- 
liouses  be  referred  lo  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  a  number  of  ciiitensof 
Natchez  and  vicinity,  in  favor  of  establishing  a 
naval  depot  and  armory  at  that  place;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Comniiitee  on  Naval  AfTairs. 

Also,  a  petition  from  certain  citizens  of  the 
couniiesof  Bolivarand  Wnshinglon,  Mississippi, 
}irnying  that  an  appropriation  of  (."i.OOO  may  be 
made,  to  l>e  (ipplied,  with  an  equal  sum  raised  by 
individual  subscription,  toward*  making  a  levee, 
liy  which  some  ci^ht  hundred  thousand  acres  of 
the  public  land  will  be  drained  and  reclaimed; 
which  was  referred  lo  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lniid^.  m 

Mr.  BENTON  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
head  men  and  chiefs  of  the  Shawnee  tribe  of  In- 
dinii."  on  the.  subject  of  their  annuities,  and  pray- 
iiie  Coiijcress  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  cer- 
tain drafts  drawn  by  them  on  tlie  trust  fund 
provided  by  the  treaty  of  1831 ;  which  was  referred 
lo  tlie  Cnnimiitee  (in  Indian  Afliiirs. 

Mr.  HAVWOOD  presented  a  memorial  from 
one  hundred  and  forty  seven  eitizi^ns  of 'Macon 
couiiiy,  North  Carolina,  in  favor  of  authorizing 
the  Board  of  (.'oinmissionersactiiig  under  the  Cher- 
okcu  treaty  of  1835,  In  decide  on  the  claim*  not 
provided  tnr  by  that  treaty,  and  in  favor  of  the 
adoption  of  a  liberal  policy  towards  the  small 
n'miiant  of  the  Cherokee  Indians  who  have  re- 
mained in  and  licconie  citizens  of  the  Slate;  which 
was  referred  lo  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 
REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  UPn.4M,  from  the  Committee  on  Revo- 
lutionary Claims,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the 
petition  of  Dr.  Geori^  Davis,  a  surgeon's  mate 
in  the  army  of  the  Revolution,  for  commutation 

Cay;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and 
u  printed. 

Mr.  JARNAOIN,  from  the  same  committee, 
made  ail  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  Samuel 
Gray,  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution,  fur  a  pension; 
which  was  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  b« 
printed. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD,  from  the  Committee  on  Na- 
val Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Charles  B.  Sherman,  reported  the  same 
back,  without  amendment,  accompanied  by  a  re- 
port adverse  to  its  passage;  which  was  ordered  to 
lie  On  the  table,  aim  be  printed. 

Mr.  ATHERTON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Penaions,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition 
of  John  Hibbert,  for  a  pensio'h;  which  was  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  tabic,  and  be  printed. 

EXCUSED  FROM  COMMITTEE  5ERVIRE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ATHERTON,  he  was  ex- 
cuwd  from  serving  on  ihe  Committee  on  En- 
grossed Bills,  (he  being  also  un  the  Committee  on 
Enrolled  Bills,)  and  the  President  pro  (cmpore  was 
empowered  to  appoint  another  Senator  to  fill  the 
vacancy  thus  occasioned. 

POST  ROUTE  IN  NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ATHERTON,  it  was 
Rttolcti,  Tliat  the  Committee  on  the  Pnal  Office  and  Post 
Roail*  be  int^ructed  to  isquirr  into  the  expedieacy  of  nub- 
li<liia|t  a  apai  route  from  Anuim,  South  Village,  by  way  of 
BeitDiastoD,  to  the  middle  of  Uie  town  of  ^raiiceatown,  in 
Ihe  county  of  Hillsborough,  Slate  of  New  Hampshire. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFKRREO. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BARROW,  it  was 
OUtni,  That  the  petition  of  George  de  Poasan,  prayiof 

18 


cnndrmnTioti  of  bin  rl.nhn  (oacftpin  imclnflnnd^be  mken 
rtroin  the  fllB:4  ^f  ih«  Semur.  nmf,  with  llie  pnprra  he  then 
prewnted,  b«  referred  la  the  Cun,iniuee  ou  frivols  Laud 
CIniuis. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MERRICK,  it  wa* 

,  Orierei,  Tlist  the  reponofihe Aiiditorofthe  PnstOlllcc 
Depnrttnt*nt,  of  thif  rtxip  n{  the  nccnsntj  of  Uiat  otRee  for 
1(M3,  be  inkrn  fmiii  the  (nbls,  and  referred  to  the  Coouait* 
lee  on  the  Pii»i  Ortive  and  Post  ttoadj. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SRMPLE,  it  was 

Ortrfti,  Thnt  the  reMlniionii  of  the  0.-neral  Anembly 
of  lliiiioiit.  in  favor  of  the  occuiMlinn  of  riret'Hi,  be  taken 
tnwx  ilic  fileii,  and  referred  to  tlis  vpecial  eouiiniueo  upon 
UiNt  fubject. 

THE  PINE  INDEMNITT  BILL. 

Mr.  ALLEN  moved  to  postpone  the  previous 
orders  of  the  day,  with  a  view  to  take  up  the  bill 
from  the  House  for  restoring  the  fine  imposed 
upon  Genrrnl  Jackson  at  New  Orleans. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  inquired,  before  theques- 
tinn  was  taken,  whether  the  effect  would  be  to 
postpone  the  other  subject — the  tariff — which  was 
in  order  n)-day  r  •. 

Mr.  ALLEN  remarked,  that  if  the  bill  to  re- 
tlore  the  Rne  was  not  disposed  of  by  the  expira- 
lion  of  ihe  morning  hour,  he- would,  at  that  time, 
move  iis  postponement,  to  prevent  any  interfer- 
ence with  the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  Mr.  Allen's 
motion,  and  carried;  and  the  bill  was  taken  up  as 
ill  Committee  of  the  Vk^hole — the  question  pend- 
ing being  the  amendment  from  the  comiAittee  in 
the  following  words: 

ProcUeJ,  That  nothing  in  this  set  rtiall  be  conHnied  to 
'  expoirti  i»r  imply  nny  censure  nftlie  conduct  or  ehnmcicr  of 
Hun.  DiHuiniek  A.  Ilall,  by  whom  Ihe  Ane  waa  Iminsed. 

!      Mr.  BERRIEN,  the  chairman  of  the  Judiciary 
'  Committee,  remarked  that,  without  pretending  to 
take  any  part  in  the  discussion  of  the  bill  before 
the  Senate,  he  felt  that  it  waa  proper  he  should 
I  state  simply  the  grounds  upon  which  the  Judi- 
I  ciury  Committee  had  reported  the  amendment  to 
the  bill.    The  bill  in  question  proposes  to  restore 
I  to  General  Jackson  a  certain  sum  of  money,  with 
j  interest,  which  was  a  fine  imposed  on  him  by  a 
'judge  of  the  district  court  of  Louisiana  many 
I  years  since.    The  bill  does  not  propose  to  give 
'  this  money  lo  General  Jackson,  but  proposes  to 
I  return  the  money,  with  interest;  ihat  is  to  say, 
I  for  wrongs  done  nimby  the  United  States,  in  the 
I  detention  of  money  which  belonged  to  him.  The 
i  bill,  on   its  face,  by  its  necessary  import,  ex  vi 
Itrmini,  impli<;s  that  this  fine  waa  wrongfully  im- 
posed; that  it  was  wrongfully  taken  from  him; 
and  lhat  it  has  been  wrongfully  withheld  from  him 
by  the  United  Slates. 

In  this  aspect  of  the  qqestion — it  having  been 
the  pleasure  of  the  Senate  to  refer  this  bill  to  the 
Judiciary  Committee,  with  a  knowledge  of  his 
position  and  of  his  vote  on  a  former  occasion, 
when  a  similar  bill  was  so  referred — it  seemed  to 
the  committee,  generally,  that  the  sole  object 
which  the  Senate  could  have  in  making  the  ref- 
erence was  to  require  the  committee  to  see  whether 
the  bill  was  so  framed  that,  in  performing  this 
act  of  courtesy,  or  Justice,  or  by  whatever  name 
it  might  be  called,  it  should  express  properly  the 
views  of  the  Senate;  and  to  see,  in  the  perform- 
ance of  this  fict  of  courtesy  or  justice,  that  no 
wrong  should  be  done  to  the  memory  of  the  de- 
censed  judicial  officer.  If  that  was  not  the  object 
of  the  reference,  he  did  not  see  that  there  was  any 
motive  for  its  reference  to  that  committee. 

Inasmuch,  if  the  bill  implies  that  tlie  money 
was  originally  wrongfully  received  by  the  United 
States,  and  wrongfully  detained,  (as  it  would  so 
imply  without  the  proviso  which  counteracts  that 
inference,)  the  committee  deemed  it  their  duty  to 
offer  an  amendment,  declaring  simply  a*  iu  pur- 
pose to  protect  from  unjust  imputation  the  mem- 
ory of  thisjudicial  officer,  whodisehareed  Ma  duty 
wi'th  fidelity  to  his  country ,  and  who  (having  gone 
hence  without  leaving  any  representative  of  his 
claims  on  that  country  for  the  protection  of  his 
judicial  fame  from  unmerited  obloquy)  has  com- 
mitted the  guardianship  of  that  reputation  to  the 
country  which  he  served  with  so  much  fidelity. 


Sucirwere  the  views  of  the  committee,  in  offering 
the  amendment  to  the  consideration  of  the  Senate. 
They  designed  not  to  interfere  with 'the  pleasure 
of  the  friends  of  General  Jackson,  in  restoring  to 
him,  by  an  act  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  the  fine.    They  wished  to  place  it  on  the 

f  round  which,^whilst  it  would  not,  in  the  slightest 
egree,  arraign,  or  in  any  manner  imply,  a  cen- 
sure on  General  Jackson,  for  the  course  which, 
from  his  high  sense  of  duty,  he  deemed  It  neces- 
sary to  take  lo  preserve  New  Orleans,  would,  at 
the  same  time,  preserve  from  unmerited  obloquy 
the  judge  who  inflicted  the  penalty.  The  com- 
mittee felt  that  this  was  a  duty  more  imperatively 
imposed  on  them,  from  the  manner  in  which  llio 
quealion  had  been  discussed  at  various  times  in 
both  branches  of  Congress;  that  it  was  due  lo  the 
memory  of  the  departed  judge;  lhat  it  was  due  to 
his  representatives,  if  there  were  any  alive  who 
claimed  that  relation  lo  him;  it  waa  due  lo  the 
fulfillment  of  the  obligation  which  the  country 
owes  to  thccliarocterofall  her  citizens, — to  shield 
him  from  unjust  imputation.  It  was  due  that  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  in  the  performance 
of  this  act  of  cnurti-sy — 4f  it  was  properly  so  ctdled 
— to  General  Jackson,  by  the  return  of  the  money, 
should  afford  to  those  who  come  afler  them,  evi- 
dence that  an  act  of  justice  rendered  to  one  indi- 
vidual was  not  done  at  the  expense  of  injustice  to 
others.  He  repeated  lhat  it  was  not  the  intention 
of  the  committee,  in  proposing  the  amendment, 
lo  imply  impropriety  of  the  conduct  on  General 
Jackson;  but  to  save  Judge  Hall  from  such  an 
imputation. 

Mr.WALRER  said,  as  this  bill  waa  referred, 
on  his  motion,  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
niid  as  he  waa  n  men)ber  of  that  committee,  and 
did  not  concur  in  reporting  the  proviso,  he  would 
submit  a  few  remarks.  The  honorable  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  [Mr.  Ber- 
rien,] who  reported  this  amendment  has  not  en> 
tered  into  ihn  discussion  of  the  propriety  of  re- 
funding this  fine  to  General  Jackson,  but  naa  con- 
lined  his  observations  to  the  proviso,  declaring  in 
substance,  that  nothing  in  the  bill  shall  reflect  on 
the  character  of  the  judge  who  imposed  the  pen- 
alty. Mr.  W.  said  this  bill  had  been  heretofore, 
at  a  former  session,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  of  the  Senate,  and  various  amend- 
ments, similar  in  their  object  to  those  now  pro- 
posed, had  been  reported  by  the  same  honorable 
Senator,  [Mr.  Berrien.]  He  had  then  submilleil 
a  counter  report,  in  opposition  to  these  amend- 
ments, and  in  favor  of  an  act,  simply  refiindin; 
the  money,  without  any  reference  whatever  lo  the 
conduct  of  the  judge.  In  that  report  he  had  so 
fully  expressed  his  views  in  favor  of  restoring 
this  money  to  General  Jackson,  and  against  at- 
taching any  provisoes  to  the  law,  that  he  would 
now  only  remark,  that  such  a  proviso  was  with- 
out a  precedent.  When  we. passed  the  bill  in 
1840,  refunding  the  fine  imposed  on  Matthew 
Lyon,  under  the  scdKion  law,  no  proviso  was  at- 
tached to  the  bill  in  reference  to  the  judge  who 
inflicted  the  penalty;  nor  did  he  believe  such  a 
proviso  could  be  found  in  any  bill  which  had  ever 
passed  the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  It  is 
now  admitted  by  the  honorable  chairman,  that 
the  money  ought  to  be  refunded;  and  let  ua  leave 
the  question  aa  to  the  conduct  of  the  judge  to  be 
determined  by  the  present  age,  and  by  posterity. 
Mr.  W.  said,  as  he  was  extremely  anxious  for 
the  immediate  passage  of  this  bill,  he  would  de- 
tain the  Senate  by  no  additional  remarks. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  he  would  not  protract  this 
discussion.  He  rose  merely  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Senate  to  the  remarkable  fact,  that  so  far 
from^thisbilliOn  its  face, caslingany  imputation, 
one  way  or  another,  on  the  memory  of  Judge 
Halt,  it  did  not  even  allude  to  Judge  Hall,  or  to 
the  fact  lhat  he  ever  was  concerned  in  the  court 
in  question.    The  language  of  the  bill  was  this: 

•<  That  the  auin  of  4(1,000,  paid  by  General  Jackaon  aa  the 
flne  impoMd  upon  him  at  New  Urleana,  on  tile  Slat  of 
March,  1815,  be  repaid  to  him." 

So  far  from  carrying  that  imputation,  which 
the  Senator  from  Georgia  [Mr.  Berrun]  ima- 
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fined  it  to  carry,  againct  the  character  of  Judge 
lall,  it  did  not  recognize  the  existence  of  such  a 
person,  or  of  the  court  in  which  he  presided.  It 
did  not  inform  the  world  whether  this  fine  waa 
imposed  by  a  justice  of  the  peace  or  by  the  Su- 

Ereme  Court  of  the  United  States.  This  showed 
ow  very  improper  it  was  to  connect  JudgeHall 
with  this  business,  on  the  face  of  the  bill,  unless 
it  were  the  object  of  the  Senate  to  invite  attention 
to  his  conduct.  That  was  a  matter  of  history. 
Nothing  That  Congress  could  say  or  do  would 
change  facts.  So  far  as  the  bill  was  concerned, 
neither  Judge  Hall  nor  his  country  was  involved, 
either  directly  or  by  imputation;  lyid  the  amend- 
ment was  utterly  incongruous.  It  would  have 
been  quite  as  proper  to  move  to  amend  the  bill 
by  attaching  to  it  one  of  the  paragraphs  in  the 
Declaration  of  Independence.  He  hoped  that 
there  would  be  almost,  if  not  quite,  a  unanimous 
vote  to  dispose  of  this  obstruction  to  its  passage, 
and  that  the  bill  itself  should  pass  quietly,  with- 
out consuming  the  time  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  FOSTER  said  that,  after  some  delibera- 
tion on  the  subject  now  under  consideration  be- 
fore the  Senatei'-he  felt  himself  constrained  to 
object  to  the  amendment  offered  by  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary,  and  he  would  brirfly  stale 
why  he  should  vote  against  it.  He  did  not  come 
to  this  conclusion  because  he  entertained  any  par- 
ticular personal  partiality  for  General  Jackson; 
yet  he  did  not  know  that  he  had  any  antipathy 
against  him.  Least  of  all  was  he  influenced  by 
f<ar  of  popular  resentment,  or  expectation  of 
popular  favor.  In  taking  the  position  which  he 
nad  determined  to  take  upon  this  subject,  he  oc- 
cupied a  ground  perfectly  satisfactory  to  himself. 
He  appreciated  the  motives  which  influenced  the 
Judiciary  Committee  in  ofTering  the  amendment; 
and  he  subscribed  to  the  sentiments  expressed  by 
the  distinguished  chairman  of  that  committee; 
but  he  believed  there  was  nothing  in  the  bill  be- 
fore the  Senate  calculated  to  injure  the  character 
or  reputation  of  the  judge  by  whom  the  fine  was 
imposed.  He  did  not  l^lieve  that  the  bill  itself, 
or  anything  connected  with  the  legislation  of 
Congress,  would  have  a  tendency  to  muke  issue 
between  General  Jackson  and  the  memory  of 
Judee  Hall.  The  Senator  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Al- 
len] waa  right.  There  was  no  allusion,  either 
directly  or  by  imputation,  in  the  bill  against  the 
character  of  that  distinguished  judge. 

Mr.  F.  then  proceeded  to  examine  precedents 
showing  that  Congress  had  often  acted  upon  bills 
of  this  kind  without  any  such  provision  as  that 
proposed  by  the  Judiciary  Conunittee.  After  re- 
alluding  to  the  precedents  referred  to  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Mississippi, [Mr^WALKEB,]and  to  the 
act  of  Congress  of  1840,  refunding  the  fine  im- 
posed on  Matthew  Lyon,  he  observed  that  if 
there  was  any  doubt  on  the  subject.  General 
JackscAi's  own  declaration  was  sutiicient  to  re- 
move it;  and  to  relieve  the  memory  of  Judge  Hall 
from  all  injurious  imputation.  The  grave  of  the 
judge  would  not  be  opened — the  dead  would  not 
oe  insulted.'  What  did  General  Jackson  say? 
When  he  was  fresh  from  the.  field  of  battle,  he 
gave  his  opinion  in  regard  to  the  verdict;  and  so 
far  from  eondemniiig  Judge  Hnll.'he  turned  to  the 
infuriated  populace,  ana  called  upon  them,  by 
their  sense  of  justice — their  love  of  country — to 
bow,  as  he  had  done,  in  silent  submission  to  the 
law.  As  the  general  was  capable  of  doing  on 
(p«at  occasions,  he  virtually  acknowledged  that 
if  he  had  violated  the  Constitution,  ho  had  done 
so  to  save  his  country;  and  this  he  did  without.a 
murmur.  He  went  further.  General  Jackson 
stated  on  theaame  occasion,  that  if  the  fine  im- 
posed upon  him  had  taken  from  him  all  he  had 
in  the  world,  he  would  have  paid  it  without  a 
murmur.  When  the  citizens  of  New  Orleans 
collected  $1,000,  subject  to  his  draft,  to  pay  the 
fine,  he  refused  to  touch  the  money,  but  preferred 
letting  it  go  for  charitable  purposes.  He  admitted 
the  justice  of  the  sentence.  Where  was  the  im- 
putation against  Judge  Hall  ? 

Mr.  F.  then  read  General  Jackson's  remarks 
on  this  subject,  in  support  of  his  argument  that 
there  was  no  reflection  cast  upon  the  memory  of 
Judge  Hall.  '. 

It  waa  not  bis  intention,  when  he  rose,  to  detain 
the  Senate  by  saying  even  as  much  as  be  had  said. 
He  had  but  a  single  remark  more  to  make.  What- 
ever other  gentlemen  might  feel  on  the  subjeU,  be  , 
felt  that  he  wanted  this  matter  closed.    He  had  I 


heard,  some  yeara  ago,  that  it  was  before  the  Con- 
gress of  the  united  States.  He  entertained  the 
opinion  then,  and  that  opinion  was  strengthened 
by  observation,  that  it  would  be  better  for  the 
peace  of  the  country — he  had  almost  said  for  the 

Eockets  of  the  people — that  the  matter  should  be 
rought  to  a  close.  A  great  deal  of  money  had 
been  expended  in  th6  discussion  of  this  great 
question — five  times  as  much  as  it  was  worth — 
by  keeping  it  continually  before  Congress.  Gen- 
tlemen on  the  other  side  smiled.  He  acknowl- 
edged they  had  something  to  smile  at,  while  they 
ha!d  this  bill  for  capital.  He  hoped  that  a  vote 
would  be  taken  at  once,  that  the  disciission  might 
terminate.  He  trusted  that  Whigs  and  Demo- 
crats— all  would  join,an4  put  to  rest  forever  this 
question,  which  had  so  long  disturbed  the  Halls' 
of  Congress. 

Mr.  MILLER.  A  few  days  since  I  had  the 
honor  of  presenting  to  the  Senate  (he  joint  reso- 
lutions of  the  General  Assembly  and  Legislative 
Council  of  the  Stale  of  New  Jersey,  instructing 
me  to  vote  for  the  bill  now  under  consideration. 
I  then  stated  that  I  should  give  a  respectful  answer 
to  tliese  resolutions,  when  I  should  be  called  to 
vote  upon  the  bill, 

I  therefore  now  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  Sen- 
ate, while  I  briefly  state  the  course  I  shall  pursue 
in  re°;ari{  to  these  instructions. 

After  mature  deliberation,  and  under  a  deep 
sense  ofduty,  I  feel  myself  constrained  lo  disobey 
these  instructions,  and  shall  vote  against  the  bill 
which  they  direct  me  to  vote  for. 

Havijig  no  hesitation,  in  my  own  mind,  as  to 
the  vote  I  ought  in  give  on  this  occasion,  the  only 
question  is,  whether  1  should  yield  my  own  fixed 
opinion  to  that  of  the  Legislature.'  This  1  cannot 
do;  because  I  do  not  recognize  the  power  in  the 
Legislature,  even  of  my  own  State,  to  control  my 
vote,  as  a  Senator  of  the  United  States, 

Although  I  entertain  a  profound  respect  for  the 
Legislature  of  New  Jersey,  and  a  high  regard  for 
the  individual  members  of  that  body,  1  cannot — 
I  dare  not,  even  for  a  moment,  so  far  forget  the 
personal  and  ofiicial  duties  and -responsibilities 
which  my  station  as  a  Senator  of  the  United  Slates 
impose  upon  me,  as  to  permit  my  votes  and  ac- 
tions here  lo  be  governed  by  any  other  rule  than 
that  furnished  by  my  own  sense  of  duty. 

At  the  last  session  of  Congress,  and  aftera  full 
investigation  of  the  subject,  I  recorded  my  vote 
against  the  bill  which  1  am  now  instructed  to  vote 
for.  On  that  occasion,  I  gave  to  the  public, In  a 
speech  which  I  had  the  honor  to  deliver  before 
the  Senate,  the  reasons  upon  which  I  founded  my 
opposition  to  this  bill.  Not  being  furnished  bv 
these  resolutions,  or  from  any  other  source,  with 
any  facts  or  reasons  to  induce  me  to  doubt  the 
correctness  of  my  former  vote,  if  I  should  now 
yield  my  own  opinion  to  that  of  the  members  of 
the  Legislature, and  vote  their  sentiments,  and  not 
my  own,  I  should  .only  bring  disgrace  upon  the 
office  which  I  bold,  and  inflict  a  wound  upon  the 
character  of  the  Senates  without  entitling  myself 
to  the  respect  of  those  whose  mandate  I  obey; 
and,by  my  subserviency,  justly  forfeit  the  appro- 
bation of  every  honorable  and  independent  citizen 
of  New  Jersey,  ■ 

I  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  controverting 
the  right  of  a  State  Legislature  to  express,  in  any 
form  it  may  think  proper  to  adopt,  its  opinions 
upon  any  national  subject  that  may  be  brought 
before  Congress.  Such  has  been  the  practice  for 
many  years,  by  most  of  the  States  in  the  Union. 
It  is  one  of  the  means  employed  to  collect  and 
concentrate  public  opinion;  and,  as  such,  has  fre- 
quently been  resorted  to  by  the  political  parties 
of  the  day  to  produce  an  influence  upon  national 
legislation.  Such  opinions  will  always  be  treated 
with  respect  by  me,  and  receive  at  my  bands  all 
the  consideration  which  their  importance  deserves. 
But,  while  I  freely  accord  this  respect  to  the  opin- 
ions of  a  Slate  Legislature,  I  also  claim  for  my- 
self, so  long  OS  I  have  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  this 
Chamber,  the  right  to  examine  those  opinions, 
to  judge  of  their  propriety,  of  iheir  effect  upon 
the  nation  at  large,  and  upon  the  laws  and  insti- 
tutions of  the  country.  And  if,  after  mature  de- 
liberation, I  find  that  I  cannot  adopt  those  opin- 
ions as  my  own,  1  hold  it  to  be  my  sworn  duty 
to  discard  them,  and  stand  by  the  solemn  convic-' 
tions  of  my  own  judgment,  regardless  of  all  con- 
sequences that  may  result  to  myself.  Any  other 
course  of  conduct  would,  in  my  bumble  opinion, 


materially  change  the  character  of  the  Senate; 
I  would  destroy  its  nationality,  its  constitutional 
;  permanency,  and  its  power  to  resist  executive 
I  encroachment,  and  lo  check  popular  excitement. 
I  The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  declares 
!  that  "  the  Senate  of  the  United  Slates  iihaU  be 
I  composed  of  two  Senators  from  each  Suite,  chosen 
by  tiie  Legislature  thereof  for  six  years;"  and 
that  "  each  Senator  shall  have  one  vote." 

The  framers  of  this  section  certainly  intended 

to  give  a  national  character  to  this  body;  so  that 

each  Senator,  although  chosen  by  the  Legislature 

I  of  a  particular  Stale,  should  be  a  Senator  of  ilie 

I  United  States;  with  power,  by  his  vote,  to  effect, 

for  good  or  for  evil,  the  interests  of  the  whole 

Union.    They  also  intended  to  give  stability  snil 

I  permanency  to  this  body,  as  far  as  they  could  be 

given,  by  securing  to  each  of  ita  members  a  term 

of  office  for  six  years. 

But,  if  the  members  of  a  State  Legislature  are 
still  to  exercise  an  absolute  control  over  the  voles 
of  this  national  Senate;  if  Senators  are  to  vote  ac- 
cording to  instructions,  or  give  place  to  those  who 
will  be  more  subservient;  if  our  constitutianal 
term  of  office,  for  six  years,  is  to  be  turned  into  a 
lenaiitcy  at  will,  to  end  upon  a  legislative  notice 
to  quit,  then  thai  part  of  the  Constitution  lo  which 
I  have  referred  is  abrogated ;  this  is  no  longer  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States;  and  its  meniberi 
cease  to  hold  tlieiruffice  for  the  term  of  six  yean. 
Then,  also,  will  the  political  power,  and  along 
with  it  the  moral  influence  of  this  Senate,  cease 
to  be  felt  in  this  nation.  That  branch  of  th«  Gov- 
ernment, intended  by  the  Constitution  to  be  the 
most  stable  and  national,  will  become  the  moat 
i^illating  and  sectional. 

While  the  other  departments  of  Govemioent— 
the  executive  and  representative — are,  durinr 
Iheir  constitutional  term  of  office,  left-unconlrollea 
by  any  expression  of  public  opinion,  the  Senate, 
under  the  sway  of  legislative  instructions,  is  made 
to  yield  before  "  every  wind  of  doctrine;"  chang- 
ing its  members,  and  with  them  its  political  prin- 
ciples, as  often  a*  the  whim  or  caprice  of  party 
may  dittate. 

It  would  be  more  curious  than  useful  to  enter 
into  an  examination  nf  this  doctrine  of  instruction, 
its  Mslory  and  practice.  I  have  no  disposition  to 
do  so  at  present.  The  truth  is,  its  orthodoxy  has 
become  so  questionable,  the  practice  under  it  ao 
various,  its  mandates  so  frequently  disregsrded  or 
evaded  with  impunity,  that  it  can  hardly  be 
called  an  existing  creed.  It  may  have  a  few 
formal  believers  left,  but  its  martyrs  belong  to  a 
former  age ! 

At  one  time  this  doctrine  possessed  great  po- 
tency. It-amounted,  in  practice,  to  a  removing 
power,  placed  in  the  hanos  of.  the  State  Legisla- 
tures. Under  its  destructive  dispensation,  no  Sen- 
ator was  safe  in  his  seal  for  a  single  day.  Neither 
his  commission,  his  unexpired  terra  of  office,  nor 
th(f  preservatives  of  the  Constitution,  afforded  him 
any  protection:  his  destiny  was  in  other  handa— 
under  the  control  of  the  ascendant  parly  of  a 
Slate  Legislature;  and,  when  they  issued  their , 
mandate,  the  only  alternative  was  to  obey  or 
die! 

Under  this  reign  of  in8truclions,.it  was  difficult 
to  tell  who  would  constitute  the  Senate  during  a 
single  session  of  Congress.  Ascertaining  from 
the  files  of  the  Senate  when  the  constitutional 
term  ofiis  members  would  expire  would  not  settle 
the  question;  it  was  necessary,  also,  to  consult 
(he  State  Legislatures — their  political  complex- 
ion, their  party  action;  and  (hen  wait  until  lb* 
thinning  process  for  the  year  passed  over,  to  see 
who  would  be  taken  and  who  left !  This  proces*, 
once  so  destructive  to  the  stability  and  independ- 
ence of  the  Senate,  has,  like  all  unnatural  exer- 
tions of  power,  been  checked,  if  not  entirely  de- 
stroyed, by  its  own  violence.  It  is  certainly  not 
as  mortal  as  it  used  to  be:  a  Senator  may  nowb* 
instructed,  and  yet  live!  My  honorable  friend 
from  Qeoreia  [Mr.  Berbiek]  baa  just  survived  a 
shock;  and  1  trust  the  country  may  longe^y 
the  benefit  of  his  experience  and  talenu  as  a  sen- 
ator, not  only  of  the  Slate  of  Georgia,  but  of  lb* 
Union.  . 

I  consider  that  the  doctrine  of  the  controlling 
influence  of  instructions  has  been  discarded  by 
the  good  sense  of  the  people  of  this  country.  It 
may  still  exist  in  form;  but  it  is  only  an  abstiact 
idea,  and  which  is  soon,  I  trust,  destined  lo  be- 
come an  obsolete  one.    At  all  evcois,  Mr,  Pieo- 
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dent,  I  shall,  on  the  present  oecnsion,  tnke  the  i 
lospoiitibilil^of  disobey ine  llicsK  instructions.  1 
In  doing  so,  I  will  not  attempt  to  fortify  my  I 
Tote  by  a  discussion  of  the  merits  "of  this  bill;  I 
neither  will  I  enter  into  an  argument  with  the  ' 
ly-sixiaturc  as  ui  the  correctness  of  our  respi-ctive  i 
0|>inign8,  preferring;  to  place  mysrif  upon  other  [ 
anil  liijhuTgronnds — upon  my  nmstitutional  right  i 
nnd  duly,  as  a  Senator  of  the  United  States,  the  { 
rii^ht  of  enjoying  my  own  opinian,  and  the  doty  , 
of  declaring  that  opinion  by  my  vote,  whenever  { 
called  upon  here  to  express  an  opinion  or  to  give  ; 
a  vote. 

In  adopting  this  ^ule  for  the  government  of  my 
official  conduct,  I  shall  mainti\in  alike  my  indc-  | 
pendenceasa  man  and  as  a  Senator,  and  preserve 
the  constitutional  rights  of  this  Senate;  neither   | 
will  I  thereby  be-  doing  any  injustice  to  the  Lc-  <| 
eislature  of  New  Ji-rsey.    The  members  of  that  \[ 
undy  are  individually  responsible  for  their  own 
opinions  and  votes,  but  they  are  not  responsible 
for  mine.     ]  cannot  shift  my  responsibility  upon 
Ihera,  if  I  would;  the  Constitution  and  my  offi- 
cial oath  have  fixed  it  upon  me.     I  will  not  get 
rid  of  this  responsibility  by  a  subterfuge;  will 
neither  evade  nor  avoid  it;  but  meet  it  openly  and 
manftilly,  in  the  honest  discharge  of  my  uuiies 
OS  an  American  Senator,  according  to  the  dictates 
of  roy  own  conscience. 

Beynnd  am)  above  both  the  Legislature  and 
myself,  there  is  a  power  to  which  we  are  both 
(like  accountable  for  our  official  actions.     To  the 
people  of  New  Jersey  they,  together  with  my- 
•elf,  must,  sooner  or  Jater,  render  an  account  of  u 
our  stewardship.     However,  in  other  respects,  jl 
my  poor  services  as  a  Senator  from  New  Jersey 
may  fail  to  receive  the  approbation  of  the  people 
of  that  State,  I  feel  an  assurance,  in  theif  known    i 
respect  for  tjie  Constitution,  in  their  love  for  lib- 
erty of  thoughtand  action,  that  the  people  of  New 
Jenty  will  never  condemn  their  representative 
for  honestly  and  openly  maintaining  his  own  free- 
dom of  thought  and  action  Upon  a  question  afiect- 
ing  the  laws  and  institutions  nf  the  country,  be-  |l 
lieving,as  1  think  they  do,  that  that  Senator  best  i| 
represents  a  free  Slate  who  feels,  while  in  the  dis-  <l 
charge  of  his  high  trusts,  that  he  himself  is  free  j| 
— free  to  consult,  free  to  act,  and  free  to  <V>te;  |; 
subject  only  to 'the  controlling  influence  of  the  jj 
Constitution  under  which  he  acts  and  voles;  and  i| 
to  the  ultimate  opinion  of  the  people,  whose  io- 
tercsis  he  represents. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  proviso  of 
the  Judiciary  Coinmiilee,and  decided  in  the  neg- 
ative— yeas  18,  nays  26;  as  follows: 

YEA9— Mi!5»r*.  Archer,  llnynrd,  Ilerririi,  Chonle.  Clay- 
ton, Dayton.  Kvans,  Hti^er,  Huntinytnn,  Merrick.  Miller, 
Hordiead.  Pearcs,  PliAlpa,  Porter,  8iuiuiou«,  Upliaiu,  aiid 
Wundbridfv— 18. 

NAYS — Me«.!.f*.  Allen,  Alchiion.  Alht'rlon,  B.aj»by,  Bnr- 
.  mw,  llrnlotK  lln'e»«'.  Uiiclmuiin,  (7olquill,  Fittrlleld,  Fos- 
ter. PnineU.  Pulton.  Haiineciii,  Haywood.  (Iender«nii.  Jar- 
nafin,  KiMS,  Mangiiiii,  d*:inple,  Sturgeon,  Tallinadge,'l^p- 
pau,  Walker,  Woodbury,  and  IV right— 46. 

Mr.  WOODBRIOGE  said  he  found  himself 
now  in  such  a  position  on  this  question  as  to  pre- 
vent (as  he  was  then  advised)  his  voting  for  the 
■bill.  He  was  obliged  to  vnie  sgainst  the  bill  in 
the  form  in  which  it  then  stood.  He  wished  to 
express  his  views  upon  the  bill,  and  the  reasons 
which  would  influence  his  vote  upon  it;and  asked 
tke  indulgence  of  the  Senate  until  to-morrow  to 
enable  him  to  do  so,  as  the  morning  hour  bad 
nearly  expired. 

Mr.  WALKER  suggested  to  the  Senator  fronv 
Michigan  [Mr.  Woodi>ridoe]  the  propriety  of 
permitting  the  bill  to  be  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
fora  third  reading,  and  of  submitting  his  remarks 
when  the  bill  was  on  iia  passage.  Such  a  course 
would  save  one  day. 

Mr.  WOODBRIOGE  said,  if  there  was  any 
propriety  in  relation  to  ihe  course  he  had  pre- 
scribed K>r  himself,  it  was  proper  that  his  remarks 
shoold  precede  the  order  for  engrossing  the  bill. 
He  could  not,  therefore, acquiesce  in  the  sugges- 
tion. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  the  further  consid- 
ctation  of  the  bill  was -postponed  till  to-morrow. 

THr  COMPROMISE  ACT — THE  TARIFF. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  the  Senate  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  resolution  of  the  Binance 
Committee,  to  postpone  indefinitely  the  bill  intro- 
duced by  Mr.  McDoFriK,  to  reduce  the  rales'  of 


duties  under  the  present  tariff  to  the  standard  of 
the  c.ompiiiinise  art. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  resumed  his  address  to 
the  Senate,  and  spoke  for  two  hours.  He  said  on 
yesterday  he  clofu-d  the  remarks  which  he  con- 
sidered necessary  to  make  relative  to  the  policy 
of  forcisii  Govirnmrnis,  on  which  the  Senator 
from  New  Hampshire  dwelt  so  strongly,  and 
held  out  as  worthy  of  our  iinitution.  That  policy 
ever  was,  and  would  ever  continue,  when  dubbed 
with  the  title  of  free  iraihi,  to  be  exclusively 
grounded  on  the  advancement  of  their  own  inter- 
est; and  where  it  appeared  to  favor  the  interest  of 
this  or  any  other  country,  it  was  only  a  bait  held 
out  to  sectire  to  them  a  j;reater  benent  than  they 
could  obtain  without  this  aflected  liberality.  No 
matter  how  much  they  held  forth  on  the  mutual 
advantages  of  free  trade,  whenever  their  home 
interest  came  in  competition  with  ours,  then  we 
were  as  nothing  in  the  scale.. 

He  then  proceeded  to  combat  the  views  taken 
by  Mr.  WooDonRT,  that  our  domestic  market 
was,  comparatively  speaking,  of  no  moment;  that 
under  the  biil  of  1843,  no  comitensatinn  was  af- 
forded to  the  body  nf  the  people  for  the  advant- 
ages secured  at  their  expense  to  the  very  small 
portion  benefited  by  that  measure — a  measure 
described  by  him  as  calculated  to  saorifiee  eighty 
thousand  fishermen  for  the  benefit  of  eighty  thou- 
sand maiiufucturers:  expressly  framed, as  he  said, 
to  benefit  one  fourth  of  our  entire  population  to 
the  manifest  damage  and  injury  of  the  remaining 
three  quarters.  Kut  facts  proved  those  views  to 
be  wholly  fallacious.  Would  the  honorable  gen- 
tlemen from  Ihe  West  and  Southwest  say  that 
our  home  market  was  of  no  use,  no  protection  to 
the  portions  of  the  country  tliey  represented? 
Would  they  answer  the  appeal  of  the  honorable 
Senator  from  New  Hampshire  by  saying  that  a 
home-  market,  open  to  all  classes,  was  to  their 
constituents  of  no  moment,  or,  if  any,  of  inferior 
consequence.-  Suppose  the  manufacturing  insti- 
tulicins  of  the  country  shut  up,  its  industry  not 
only  impeded,  but  destroyed  by  Ihe  withdrawal 
of  all  protection,  and  nur  tnwnsand  cities  crowded 
with  Ihe  products  of  the  pauper  labor  of  Europe: 
what  then  would  become  of  the  beef,  pork,  wheat, 
flour,  and  all  other  necessaries  produced  in  the 
agricultural  States '  When>  wou)d  be  the  msr- 
ket  for  the  quantity  previniislv  consumed  by  the 
employed  artisans  and  operatives'  Would  tnose 
classes,  thus  thrown  out  of  employment,  turn  to 
farming.'  Would  they  become  farmers-  What 
now  Iwcame  of  our  surplus  o''  wheat  and  bread- 
slulfs?  Was  it  destroyed  or  thrown  iiiln  the  sea  ■ 
No;  it  was  consumed  in  the  cnnntry.  And  what 
caused  its  consumption  here  f  This  tariff  bill,  so 
loudly  declaimed  against  by  the  advocates  of  free 
trade.  That  system  enabled  manufacturers  to 
give  employment;  and,  in  doing  so,  to  give  means 
for  the  purchase  of  those  necessaries.  The  in- 
habtianu  of  the  valley  of  the  West  would  not  be 
found  to  say  thai  our  domestic  consumption  was 
of  no  value;  if  asked  the  question,  they  would 
use  dilliprent  language  in  reply. 

Mr.  H.  here  proceeded  to  show,  from  a  calcu- 
lation made  by  an  honorable  friend  of  his,  (not  a 
memberof  the  Senate,)  that  the  great  <»)mmerciai 
and  manufacturing  Stale  of  Massachusetts  con- 
sumed as  much  beef,  pork,  hams,  lard,  and  but- 
ter, as  was  exported  from  all  the  ports  in  the 
Union  to  foreign  nati»na,  previous  to  the  altera- 
tion in  the  British  larilT.  Pmm  another  calcula- 
tion made  by  the  same  gentleman,  he  said  it  ap- 
peared that  those  employed  in  the  iron  trade  alone 
consumed  millions  of  the  produce  of  other  Stales 
than  those  they  were  located  in.  He  then  went 
on  to  show  that  the  exportation  of  breadstuflis, 
from  the  year  1832  to  1843,  was  comparatively 
trifling;  and,  in  Ihe  face  of  those  facta,  he  askeii, 
was  our  domestic  market  good  for  nothing?  The 
amount  exported  in  the  before-nacned  yean  was 
nothing  in  comparison  to  theamouni  raised.  The 
great  Mlance  went  to  the  manufacturing  States, 
who  did  not  rai^e,  but  consumed. 

The  domestic  market  for  agricultural  produce 
shut  out  foreign  supplies  only  Irhen  the  admis- 
sion of ourownaddeiitothecommon weal.  Divert 
the  interests  of  ihe  agricultural  West  and  South- 
west from  a  home  market,  and  you  leave  them 
nowhere  else  to  go.  The  Senator  from  New 
Hampshire  limits  the  manufacturera,  and  those 
depending  on  them,  to  |1,500,000;  but  in  aasess- 


ing  the  tsxes,  he  docs  so  perespituai  on  the  entire 
population.  Thus,  of  iron,  he  says  each  individ- 
ual of  twenty  million  perxnns  uses  annually 
twcniy-five  pounds;  which, according  to  bis  state- 
ment, pays  a  duty  of  three  cents  per  pound;  mak- 
ing the  large  total  of  tl5,000,(MHI.  Sugar,  in  the 
same  way,  he  made  appear  paid  (7,0(W,U00,  and 
salt  $1,OUU,OO0  This  calculation  was  notcorrect; 
as,  from  official  returns  then  liefore  him,  it  ap- 
peared, that  durin'  the  year  1843,  the  iron  im- 
ported, including  sheet,  hoop,  rolled,  hSmmered, 
pig,  Aid  brasier's  iron,  did  not,  on  an  average, 
exceed 'one  per  cent.  duty.  His  calculation  of  the 
amount  nf  duty  paid  on  sugar  imported  was  also 
erroneous;  inasmuch  as,  in  the  greater  portion, 
the  duty  was  paid  by  the  producer  abroad,  and 
consequently  took  nothing  from  the  pockets  of 
the  people  here;  where  that  was  not  the  ease,  it 
was  paid  partially  by  the  producer,  and  partially 
by  the  consumer;  so  that  in  no  case  were  the  peo- 
ple sufferera,  as  described  by  him.  He  would 
ask  what  would  be  the  price  of  iron,  sugar,  ind 
salt,  if  this  country  had  no  protective  system;  if 
she  had  no  manufacturera  or  producera .'  Why, 
the  prices  would  be  enormous.  The  eflect  of  our 
manufacturing. establishments,  our  sugar  houses, 
and  salt  works,  was  to  keep  down  the  prices.  Ha 
Was  prepared  to  show,  from  a  statement  in  his 

Iiossesaion,  that  every  article  manufactured  here 
lad  fallen  in  price. 

The  principle  he  contended  for  was,  that  the 
protective  system,  by  givine  employment  to  every 
individual  willing  and  able  to  labor,  furnished 
means  to  all  to  become  purchasera,  and  conse- 
quently protectora  of  our  home'  produce.  If  the 
argument  of  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire 
was  correct,  it  would  not  inquire  many  artielerto 
make  a  revenue  more  than  sufiicient  for  the  want* 
of  any  country.  Prom  one  article  he  would  de- 
rive |l.'i,0OU,0O0;  from  another,  $6,000,000;  and 
from  another,  tl ,000,000.  Why,  the  yery  ex- 
travagance of  these  calculations  showed  the  fal- 
lacy of  his  views.  In  speaking  of  Great  Britain 
ne  |Mr.  Wooobvrt]  says  she  does  not  depend 
ci  her  home  market;  she  looks  elsewhere;  but 
he  might  have  added  that  she  takes  care  no  other 
nation  or  country  shall  interfere  with  that  market; 
and,  further,  she  takes  care  that  the  prices  of  that 
market  shall  not  reduce.  It  is  true,  her  home 
market  is  a  mere  nothing:  and  the  question  is, 
what  does  she  do  with  the  surplus  •  She  sends 
it  to  such  countries  (and  our  own  among  the 
number)  as  are  willing  to  be  gulled  by  what  self- 
styled  philosophera  of  a  modem  date  term  frea 
trade,  although  that  free  trade  only  goes  to  the 
benefit  of  one.  We  are  for  the  preservation  of 
our  home  market;  but  that  does  not  satisfy  the 
honorable  Senator,  who  says  Great  Britain  hunts 
ou'.  markets,  and  founds  colonies,  so  as  to  make 
consumers  for  her  produce.  But  the  time  has  not 
yet  arrived,  nor  is  it  the  policy  of  this  country  to 
subject  foreien  nations  to  her  yoke,  or  to  found 
colonies  for  the  benefit  of  her  home  market.  The 
Senator  from  New  Hampshire  was,  while  ad- 
dressing the  Senate,'  extremely  sensitive  .as  to  the 
commercial  interests  of  the  very  respectable  State 
he  represented;  but  he  thought  there  was  no  oc- 
casion for  it,  as  the  commercial  interests  of  l;hat 
State  were  extremely  rtnall,  even  in  comparison 
with  some  of  the  smallest  Slates  adjoining.  He 
proceeded  with  statements,  showing  the  small 
proportion  of  exports  and  imports  from  and  to 
New  Hampshire,  in  comparison  with  Rhode  Isl- 
and, Connecticut,  and  Massachusetts. 

As  to  the  supposition  of  the  Senator  from  New 
Hampshire,  that  the  duty  on  those  things  which 
enter  into  the  materials  of  ship-building  amounts 
to  five  dollars  per  ton  on  the  tonnage  of  every 
vessel  built  in  the  United  States,  it  was  obviously 
on  the  assumed  fact  that  the  consumer  pays  all 
the  duty.  Now,  it  has  been  shown  that  the  for- 
eign producer,  in  many  eases,  pays  the  duty;  and 
it  IS  only  sometimes  that  both  (he  consumer  and 
producer  pay  it;  'but  much  less  frequently  the 
consumer  alone .  But  even  if  the  ship-ownera  had 
to  pay  five  dollars  per  ton,  would  they  not  be 
compensated  in  two  ways — firat,  by  the  increased 
ability  of  the  country  to  pay  them  higher  freighu, 
and  next  by  the  increased  amount  of  carrying  to 
be  done  ?  By  the  increased  productions  of  man- 
ufactures, stimulated  by  the  protective  policy, 
not  only  would  there  be  more  internal  commerce, 
but  more  external  commerce;  because  much  of 
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those  manufactures  would  be  sent  to  foreign  mar- 
kets. He  denied  that  the  falling  off  in  our  exter- 
nal carrying  trade  was  owing  to  the  tariff  act.  It 
was,  he  insisted,  a  consequence  of  our  reciprocity 
treaties.  And,  in  proof  of  this,  he  referred  to  the 
fact  that  the  Hanaealic  towns,  by  the  reciprocity 
treaty  with  them,  had  taken  away  much  of  our 
carrying  trade.  They  did  it  in  this  way:  they, 
employed  ships  in  transporting  goods  from  Euro- 
pean maaufaetoring  nations  to  Brazil,  and  there 
took  in  a  Yreight  of  coffee  for  the  United  Slates, 
disdiarged  it  at  New  York,  and  thence  toob«  re- 
turn freight  of  our  products  for  Europe;  thus 
carrying  both  to  this  country  and  fi-om  it  what 
by  nght  our  own  vessels  ought  to  carry.  Be- 
sides, they  hod  an  advantage  under  the  recipro- 
city treaty,  (so  called,)  which  we  did  not  avail 
ourselves  of.  They  bought  vessels  of  other  na- 
tions, and  naturalized  them,  thereby  giving  them 
the  advantages  of  the  treaty,  while  we  confined 
our  vessels  trading  with  them  to  American-built 
bottoms.  They  also  employed  a  poorer  descrip- 
tion of  shipping,  much  cheaper  in  cost,  manned 
with  boys  and  men  at  half  the  wages  we  paid  for 
sailors  in  oor  shipping,  and  could  thus  carry 
much  cheaper.  In  consequence  of  all  this,  they 
monopolized  much  of  the  commerce  which  our 
ships  oueht  to  possess.  The  same  was  true  re- 
garding the  other  foreign  nations  with  which  we 
nave  reciprocity  treaties.  The  decline  in  com- 
merce was,  then,  not  to  be  attributed  to  our  tariff 
system,  but  to  the  far  more  obvious  cause  to 
which  he  had  adverted. 

Mr.  H.  quoted  from  a  voriety  of  tables  to  show 
the  American  tonnage  thus  supplanted  by  foreign 
nations. 

Next,  with  regard  to  New  Hampshire,  being 
peculiarly  interested  in  navigation,  ne  went  into 
details  from  tonnage  tables,  to  show  that  Rhode 
Island,  Massachusetts,  and  Connecticut,  were 
more  deoply  interested  in  that  branch  of  com- 
merce. 

Then,  as  to  the  position  of  (he  Senator  fVom' 
New  Hampshire,  that  the  protective  policy  was 
not  only  unjust  and  injurious  towards  the  mass 
of  the  community,  but  must  ultimately  prove  de- 
structive to  the  manufacturers  themselves,  from 
the  fact  that  they  would  be  so  stimulated  to  over- 
production, and  competition  one  with  another, 
that  they  must  very  soon  be  broken  down, — he 
contended,  in  reply,  that,  if  all  this  took  place, 
low  prices  must  be  the  consequence;  and  he  did 
not  see  why  the  Senator  and  his  friends  should 
not  be  pleased  with  that.  But  nlihougli,  as  the 
friends  of  the  protective  system  always  contended, 
prices  would  fall,  from  the  facts  anticipated  by 
the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire,  it  would  be 
only  to  a  limit  of  fair  remuneration  for  industry, 
because  competition  must  cease  when  prices  go 
below  that  limit. 

Another  of  the  Senator's  objections  to  the  man- 
ufacturing system  being  stimulated,  was,  that 
those  who  should  be  engaged  in  agriculture,  and 
other  more  congenial  pursuits  than  that  of  being 
cooped  up  in  the  heated  atmosphere  of  workshops 
and  factories,  would  have  thetratlentinn  and  lubor 
directed  into  unnaiuVal  channi^Is,  not  wanted  by 
the.country.  Now,  he  conceived  the  farmers  of 
Connecticut,  or  even  of  New  Uam|>8hirc,  would 
not  feel  so  well  satisfied,  if  they  had  not  an  en- 
couraging opportunity  of  sending  out  some  of 
their  sons  to  seek  their  fortunes  in  various  occu- 
pations—some to  manufactures,  some  to  naviga- 
tion, some  to  shops,  and  some  to  the  merchant's 
eountin^-hoilae.  it  was  this  diversity  of  occupa- 
tions which  they  considered  one  of  the  greatest 
blessings  of  the  country. 

Thu  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  said  he  was 
In  favor  of  one  species  of  hcime  manufacture — (he 
good  old-fashioned  home-made  fabrics,  wrought 
in  every  fomily  before  this  system  began.  That 
was  Hs  much  us  tn  say  that  it  would  be  better  for 
the  country  tn  exc!uJi<all  improvementin  the  arts 
— in  machini'ry,  mechanical  agency,  &c.  Wliot 
would  this  Inad  to  but  the  two  following  conse- 
quences. First,  that  we  must  fall  hebind  the  rest 
of  the  world  in  civllizntion— while  they  would  be 
advancing  and  receiving  all  the  substantial  ad- 
vantages of  their  improvements,  we  would  be 
receding  and  getting  back  to  antediluvian  times; 
ond  second,  that  we  would  have  tn  pay  several 
times  more  for  what  we  consume  than  we  need 
pay,  and  employ  more  labor  on  one  branch  of 


industry  than  need  be  diverted  to  it  from  other 
sources  of  national  wealth.  • 

There  were  sevend  topics  which  he  had  left 
untouched,  that  he  would  like  to  discuss;  butnei- 
ther  the  time  of  the  Senate  nor  his  own  strength 
would  permit  him  to  enter  upon  them  now. 

He  should  sum  up  by  considering  the  propoii- 
tion  of  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  under 
three  heads.  Ist.  That  the  tariff  act  of  1842  was 
destructive  of  revenue,  instead  of  being  a  revenue 
act.  3d.  That  free  trade  is  beneficial,  and  ought 
to  be  adopted;  3d.  That  the  imposition  of  duties 
enhances  prices  for  thsk  benefit  of  the  few  at  the 
expense  of  the  many.  Each  of  these  proposi- 
tions he  denied  to  be  well  founded.  The  firathad 
been  disproved  by  the  fact  that  revenue  had  in- 
creased. The  second,  by  the  fact  that  therecould 
be  no  free  trade  that  would  not  be  one-aided, act- 
ing injuriously  on  us,  if  we  adopted  it,  without 
procuring  us  any  advantage  in  return  for  our  loss. 
And  the  third  was  disproved  by  the  experience 
of  all  the  tariff  acts  that  we  had  ever  adopted — 
lookingto  the  ultimate  result  with  regard  to  prices. 

Mr.  H.  concluded  bypassing  a  high  ei)lagium 
on  the  protective  system;  prophesying  that  it 
would  be  recognized  all  over  the  country,  ere 
long,  and  in  every  section,  as  the  only  wise,  pa- 
triotic, and  safe  policy. 

When  Mr.  H.  sat  down,  a  long  pause  ensued, 
the  Senate  being  very  thin  of  attendance,  and  no 
one  present  seeming  desirous  of  taking  the  floor; 
at  length 

Mr.  McDUFFIB  rose,  and  observed  that,  if 
no  other  gentleman  thought  proper  to  continue 
the  debate,  he  should  like,  as  the  mover  of  the 
measure,  to  have  an  opportunity  of  concluding, 
in  answer  to  those  who  had  opposed  the  bill  he 
introduced.  In  that  case,  looking  to  the  hour  it 
was  now,  he  would  expect  a  postponement. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  said,  that  although  it  was  not 
his  purpose  to  enter,  at  (his  time,  into  the  discus- 
sion, he  took  it  for  granted  there  were  gentlemen 
absent  from  their  seats  who  might  desire  to  ex- 
press their  views.  Therefore,  to  give  them  an 
opportunity,  he  would  propose  to  lay  the  bill  on 
the  table  for  the  present. 

Mr.  McDUFFlE  objected  that  this  might  de- 
feat the  further  discussion  of  the  subject.  This 
was  the  appropriate  time  for  those  opposed  to  his 
bill  to  express  their  sentimpnts.  If  not  ready 
now,  a  day  could  be  appointed  for  proceeding 
with  the  debate. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  remarked  that  the  question 
pending  was  on  the  report  of  the  committee  to 
postpone  the  Senator's  bill  indefinitely,  which 
would,  have  precedence  of  a  motion  to  postpone 
to  a  day  certain.  No  such  objection  existed  as 
(0  a  motion  to  lay  the  report  on  the  table,  to  be 
called  up  any  time  the  Senate  was  ready  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  debate. 

Mr.  ARCHER  observed  that  the  discussion 
having  become  general,  he  did  not  wish  to  press 
his  original  motion.  If  he  was  so  disposed,  he 
should  certainly  yield  to  the  wish  expressed  by 
the  Senator  from  south  Carolina  to  reply  to  those 
who  wrre  opposed  to  his  bill. 

Mr.  SIMMONS  said  it  was  his  intention  to 
present  his  views  to  the  Senate  on  this  question; 
but  he  had  waited  for  some  gentleman  to  take 
the  floor  in  answer  to  the  Senator  from  Connec- 
ticut, not  thinking  it  desirable  that  (he  debate 
should  proceed  with  two  or  more  in  succession 
on  the  one  side. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  renewed  his  motion  to  lay  the 
subject  on  (he  table. 

And  there  being  no  opposition,  the  pending 
question  was  laid  on  the  table,  with  an  under- 
standing that  it  was  hereafter  to  be  called  up  by 
any  genilpman  ready  to  proceed  with  the  debate. 

The  bill  altering  the  time  of  holding  the  circuit 
courts  of  the  Uiii(ed  Stales  at  Clarksburg  and 
Wheeling,  in  the  western  district  of  Vii^inia,  and 
the  circuit  courts  of  the  United  States  for  the 
district  of  Arkansas,  was  read  the  third  time,a*nd 
passed.  * 

INSANE  ASrtUM. 

The  bin  providing  for  the  insane  asylum  in  the 
District  of  Columbia  was  also  read  a  third  time 
and  passed. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATION. 
The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore  laid  before  the 
Senate  the  annual  report  of  (he  Commissioner  of 


Patenta;  which  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  PHELPS, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  PatentAmd  the  Pat- 
ent Office. 

And  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  TAPPAN,  the 
Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  RPPRESENTATIVES. 
TnsoAT,  Febnutry  13, 1844. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
The  SPEAKER  announced  the  order  of  bom- 
ness  to  be  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Elee- 
tion< 
Before  proceedine  to  whicli,  however, 
Mr.  BELSElR  aslced  and  obtained  leave  to  offer 
the  following  resolution;  which  was  adopted: 

Raohed,  That  tbe  Oonirenional  Temperance  Society 
be  allowed  the  use  ofdiia  Hall  on  Thandar  enaiat  next, 
after  ilie  s4)oiunineBt  of  (lie  Hoose. 

GBRERAL-TICKBT  ELECTIONS. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Elections:  and 

Mr.  HAHALSON  being  entitled  to  the  floor, 
addressed  the  Houss.  He  did  not  flatter  himself, 
after  an  uninterrupted  debate  of  this  question  for 
more  than  a  week,  that  he  would  be  able  to  pre- 
sent any  views  to  that  House  which  shoula  be 
new  or  interesting  to  them.  This  would  be  prom* 
ising  himself  too  much.  He  trusted,  however, 
he  would  be  able  to  present  some  views  which 
he  hoped  w(iuld  have  some  bearing  upon  the  final 
determination  of  the  Question.  In  the  examint- 
tion  and  discussion  of  a  question  involving  ths 
constitutional  rights  of  the  people  to  represenu- 
tion  in  the  General  Qovemment,  they  could  not 
be  too  particular,  they  could  not  bestow  too  much 
time  in  the  examination  of  a  question  of  tbisiMg- 
nitude. 

He  would  not  promise  the  House  U>  detain 
them  the  full  length  of  time  allotted  to  him  under 
the  rule;  when  he  had  presented  to  them  ioM 
views  upon  the  subject,  he  would  relinquish  the 
right  of  addressing  the  House  to  some  othermem- 
ber.  He  must  be  permitted ,  however,  at  the  very 
commencement  of  bis  remarks,  to  express  bis 
regret  that  any  of  the  gentlemen  who  had  pre- 
ceded him  in  this  debate  had  felt  at  liberty  to  go 
out  of  the  diacussion  wilh  a  view  of  giving  a 
party  character  to  the  question.  He  had  hoped 
that  in  (he  investigation  of  the  subject  which  ksd 
been  characterized  by  every  apeoker  who  had 
addressed  the  House,  as  a  question  of  the  utmost 
importance — s  great  constitutional  question — they 
would  have  elevated  themselves  above  the  paltry 
considerations  of  party;  that  they  would  have 
been  actuated  by  feelings  of  patriotism;  but  these 
hopes  were  entertained  in  vain.  Gentlemen  had 
not  only  felt  at  liberty  to  indulee  in  vituperation 
and  abuse,  but  they  so  indulged  to  an  almost  un- 
limited extent.  The  minority  report  itself  closed 
with  an  expression  which  he  had  hoped  origin- 
ally would  never  have  been  put  upon  the  records 
of  this  House.  It  expressed  the  hope  that  the 
people  would  rise  in  the  majesty  of  their  power; 
and,  as  (he  linn  shakes  the  dew-drops  from  his 
mane,  so  would  they  hurl  from  power  (hose  who 
betrayed  them.  If  this  were  intended  (o  apply 
to  the  Democratic  party,  he  had  only  to  say,  in 
addition  to  the  regret  he  felt  that  such  an  expres- 
sion had  been  used,  that  the  Democratic  party 
had  nothing  to  fear  in  connection  with  this  sub- 
ject. The  Democratic  party  had  no(  deceived 
the  people  of  the  States.  Tnev  had  made  to  (be 
people  no  such  promises  as  had  characterized 
(hose  who  made  the  assertion  to  which  be  had 
alluded.  They  had  not  deceived  the  people,  be- 
cause they  haci  not  made  them  any  promises.  It 
was  reserved  for  the  Twenty-Seventh  Congress, 
after  the  power  which  was  contended  for  under 
the  fourth  section  of  the  Constitution  had  slept 
for  more  than  fifty  years,  to  attempt  an  exereiss 
of  this  power.  He  would  undertake  to  say  what 
had  been  promised  to  the  people  by  themembert 
of  iliat  Congress;  but  since  it  had  been'attempted 
to  be  charged  upon  the  Democratic  party  that 
they  were  Ueceiversiof  the  people,  he  would  «ay 
that  they  had  never  promised  them  anything. 

But  what  sort  of  action  had  characterized  that 
Congress?  They  had  reprobated  their  own  ac- 
tion. JJe  would  not  particularize  tbe  varionsasts 
of  that  Congress  which  were  annulled  by  tbem- 
selves;  it  was  enough  for  tbe  present  purpose  to 
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say  that  almost  every  important  measure  which 
■WM  enacted  by  them  before  they  were  diasolTcd, 
wasB$;nin  repealed.  They  were  cnnstrained  to 
counteract  their  own  measures  by  the  overruling 
power  of  the  voice  of  the  people.  He  made  the 
remarks,  not  for  the  purpose  of  assailing  the 
Whig  party,  but  to  defend  the  Democratic  parly 
from  the  missiles  which  had  been  hurled  against 
tbem.  He  would  not  enumerate  the  acta  of  the 
Twenty-Seventh  Congress  which  had  been  re- 
versed by  themselves.  The  act  now  under  con- 
aidemtioji  was  one  of  the  acu  of  that  Congress 
which  had  lieen  passed  at  a  late  stage  of  their 
.  career,  and  had  escaped  the  fate  of  the  others. 
It  stood  almost  an  iaolnled  case;  and  if  it  ulti- 
mately remained  a  law,  it  must  be  attributed  more 
to  QDwillingness  on  the  part  of  the  people  to  cre- 
ate any  diiBculties  in  the  Government;  it  must  be 
attributed  to  a  disposition  to  acquiesce  in  the  ex- 
erci«ii  of  an  unennsiiiutional  power  on  the  part 
of  Congress,  rather  than  to  produce  extraordi- 
nary difficulties  in  the  6f>veriiment.  As  fur  as 
his  own  State  was  conccrn'-d ,  this  measure  could 
not  be  said  to  brlong  cxclnaively  to  either  the 
Whig  or  the  Democratic  parly.  At  the  session 
before  the  last,  the  State  Legislature,  which  was 
then  Democratic,  passed  a  law  districting  the 
Slate  of  Oeorgia.  This  was  followed  up  by  an- 
other act  during. the  Insl  session.  It  had  thus 
been  done  by  both  parties;  and  it  could  not,  there- 
fore, be  made  to  receive  a  parly  character,  so  far 
as  the  State  of  Georgia  was  concerned;  and  he 
would  express  here  what  he  beliuved  to  be  true, 
that  the  people  of  the  State  of  Georgia — whether 
in  obedience  to  the  law  of  Congress  or  not  (in- 
deed, be  hoped  no  such  ti-rm  would  be  used) — he 
believed  the  people  of  Oeorgia,  of  both  parties,  ' 
rather  than  produce  difficulties  on  the  subject, 
would  adopt  the  district  system.  He  believed  | 
there  was  s  disposition  to  acquiesce  on  the  part  i 
of  both  political  parlies.  Uut  this  did  not  aflect  | 
the  question  now  before  them  as  to  the  rights  of  ' 
the  people  of  the  States  to  repruseiilatioii  upon  ' 
that  floor. 

The  Twenty -Seventh  Congress  passed  that  act 
irith  a  full  knowledge  that  tlie  elections  in  some 
of  the  Stales  (Georgia  in  particular)  muat  neres- 
aarily  take  place,  undir  the  gi.-neral-iicket  systi-in, 
before  any  action  could  be  had  to  comply  with 
the  act,  iinless  by  mpiiiis  of  an  exira  session  of 
theLegisbiture.  And  he  would  nsk  if  it  were  rea- 
sonable to  affirm  ilmt  Congress  should  have  the 
power  to  subject  the  people  of  a  Slate  to  the  in- 
convenience and  I'Xpeiice  of  holding  an  extra  ses- 
sion of  the  Legislature  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
out  what  many  nt'ihein  believrd  to  be  an  uncon- 
stitutional act?  They  lind,iii  liiM  opinion,  no  such 
power.  If  ihey  had,  wlience  was  it  derived  ? 
From  what  part  of  the  Constitution  did  they  pro- 
cure this  authority.' 

The  State  of  Georgia  had  been  districted;  i|nd 
fcs  far  as  regarded  the  acilon  of  thai  Stale,  he  de- 
sired only  to  make  one  remark,  and  that  was, 
•whenever  the  people  of  Georgia,  through  their 
representation  in  the  Legislature,  should  express 
their  preference  for  any  particular  manner  of  elec- 
tion, or  for  anything  else,  he  would  bow  in  hum- 
ble submission  to  their  will;  it  was,  however,  to 
the  operation  of  the  second  section  of  the  appor- 
tionment bill  upon  the  elections,  which  must  take 
place  before  the  Legislatures  of  the  Stales  could 
act  upon  the  subject,  that  ho  now  proposed  to  give 
his  objections. 

The  position  which  was  oecupi<>d  by  those  who 
objected  to  th.it  portion  of  the  law  now  under  con- 
sideration as  unconsiituiional,  was  not  a  novel 
one.  Mr.  Madison  himself,  whose  opinions  had 
been  so  often  triumphnntly  adverted  to  on  the 
otherside,  never  pretended  that  it  would  be  proper 
on  the  partof  Congress  to  exercise  suchapowgr, 
except  under  particular  circumstances,  which,  it 
was  supposed,  were  never  likely  to  happen.  It 
never  was  believed  by  the  framers  of  the  Consti- 
tution that  this  power  would  be  exercised,  ex- 
cept upon  the  failure  of  the  States  to  carry  out 
the  provisions  of  the  Constitution.  Gentlemen 
■eemed  to  forget  the  history  of  the  adoption  of 
the  Federal  Constitution.  Gentlemen  hAdaigued 
.thequestionasirthi80ovemment,in  the  majesty 
of  its  power,  had  the  right  to  use  the  language  of 
eommand  towards  the  Stales.  Who  framed  the 
Federal  Constitution  ?  Was  it  ordinarily  the  cus- 
tom for  the  created  to  speak  to  the  creator  in  the 
language  of  command  ?  What,  he  asked,  was  the 


I  history  of  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitu- 
1  lion  ?  The  States  assembled  by  their  Represent- 
atives; and,  with  all  the  jealousy  which  they  might 
be  supposed  to  feel  towards  the  centralizing  ten- 
dency of  the  General  Government,  they  adopted 
the  Constitution,  giving  such  checks  and  restric- 
tions as  they  thought  desirable  to  be  placed  upon 
the  General  Government.  Was  it  probable  that 
they  would  have  allowed  language  of  a  manda- 
tory nature,esneciallyin  relation  to  a  right  which 
is  considered  tne  dearest  right  of  freemen  ?  Mr. 
H.  here  referred  to  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Madison, 
so  often  referred  to  in  this  debate,  and  which  he 
would  not  now  take  time  to  read  again,  which 
contained  this  remarkable  passage : 

"Shniild  the  people  of  any  State  by  any  means  be  de- 
prived <>r  the  rigttt  of  vuffrage.  It  w.i8  judged  proper  thm  it 
stiKUld  be  remedied  by  the  General  Governnfent.    It  waa 
round  iinpoiMiblti  to  Ax  ihn  lime,  placp,  and  manner  uf  tile 
1  elecuon  of  llcprctfentatire*  in   the  Ciiostitution.     It  woa 
I  found  iiecewary  to  leave  Uie  rrgnlitlon  of  tliem,  in  llie 
I  fifwt  place,  to  Ilie  Slate  (nvernmetily,  na  beinf  bpstaeqaint- 
I  ed  wiUi  tlie  people,  «uhject  to  tlie  control  of  tbe  General 
i  tinvenimeiil,  in  order  to  enable  it  to  produce  unitqraiity, 
aiid  |>rvveiit  its  own  diMOluiiou." 

Witness  what  was  said  by  Mr.  Jay,  who  wa« 
the  friend  of  the  Constitution  proposed  to  be  rat- 
ified, and  who  spoke  in  favor  of  the  ratification 
in  the  New  York  convention: 

In  the  New  York  convention,  Mr.  Jones  having 
olTered  a  resolution — 

**  That  nnthinf  in  the  Cnnstiuiiion  then  under  consider- 
ation Khouiri  be  cnnxtrncd  to  authorize  tlie  roi)gre!>M  to 
make  or  alter  mil/ reeui//(io»n  in  any  Siiile  rei<pecting  the 
tinic.-(,  pl.icefl,  or  ni'tnner  of  hnhiingt  elcctr.infl  I'ur  t^eiiatom 
or  ReprSlientaiivei.,  oidei-x  iIk  Lrji-liinre  of  inch  Statu 
Miall  neglect  or  refuse  lo  innk-;  hiWi*  or  re^nlntioafl  for  the 
pur|HMe.  or  I'roin  any  eirciim^taiiee  be  inriifuihle  of  makinn 
Uie  !*nnie,  and  then  only  until  Ute  Letfi»laiure  of  tfUcU  Slate 
ftliall  iu;ike  provision  i»  iliv  prciniM«," 

Mr.  Jay  said: 

**  As  far  as  he  undenitood  the  IdeaA  of  the  ipentleinan,  he 
veeuM  to  have  dnuhu  wilh  respect  to  thiji  para;;rnpll.  mid 
feared  it  uii^it  lie  nii^coii!ttrueil  and  n1)ii..-ed.  lie  s.ii(l  that 
ever)'  (joveriiiiient  wail  imperfect  llille'.*  it  hail  llle  p«iwcr 
of  preaerviiig  ibielf.  Pupiviic  tlial,  by  de.iKii  or  accident, 
llie  Kialen  ne-/ecf  to  np/vtint  Reitreirvt'itil-e» :  eertaiiily 
there  rliould  be  ,-ome  coii:.titultoiinl  remedy  for  thiii  evil. 
Tlie  ohvioii.-.  iiieaiiinxorilietmragrapti  wa^.tliat  il'tliii*  nex- 
leei  should  take  pinee,  Coiifrci.B  i.|iouid  have  power,  liy 
law.  to  support  the  tSoveriiiiH'ht,  and  |iri'Vcnt  the  dlxsolu- 
linn  of  III.:  Unio'l.  (le  believed  tbi<  to  lie  llie  design  of  tlie 
Federal  coiiveniion.** 

Permit  mc  to  inquire,  just  at  this  stage  of  my 

remarks,  if  there  it  one  memljeron  the  floor  who 

believes  that  the  Federal  Constitution  would  ever 

have  been  adopted  with  this  power  in  it,  unex- 

I  plained  by  the  remarks  of  Mr.  iMadison.Mr.  Jay, 

I  and  others,  who  figured  In  the  debates  «i  Uie  time 

!  of  its  adoption.    Ifany  liclievcd  tlint  it  would  have 

!  been  ratified  without   these  explnnalions,  they 

I  must  believe  that  seven  of  the  States  were  insin- 

!  cere  in  the  declaration  they  made  on  that  occasion. 

He  firmly  believed  that  the  Federal  Government 

never  would  have  gone  into  existence  with  this 

powerin  the  Constitution,  had  the  framers  believed 

that  it  would  ever  bn  exercised  in  the  way  that 

was  done  by  the  last  Congress.    He  was  furnished 

with  another  remark  nf  Mr.  Madison,  which  he 

was  informed  by  a  friend  on  the  floor  might  be 

seen  in  his  writings      He  had  never  read  them 

himself,  but  he  had  no  doubt  they  might  be  found 

in* his  works. 

Here  Mr.  H.  quoted  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Mad- 
ison, to  the  effect  that,  "  in  the  event  that  the 
!  Suiles  might  fail,  or  refuse  to  provide  for  their 
elections,  then  it  should  be  in  the  power  of  Con- 
gress lo  provide  for  this  interregnum,  in  order  lo 
prevent  a  dissolution  of  Congress."  Mr.  Jay's 
position  strongly  sustained  iliose  members  from 
the  four  Slates  who  insisted  upon  their  rights  to 
their  seats  here.  Now,  he  would  ask  gentlemen 
to  blot  from  the  Cpnstitution  the  section  on  which 
they  relied  to  support  the  constitutionality  of  the 
law,  and  then  say  whether  the  States  had  not  a 
right  to  their  representation  here,  independently 
'  or  it.  He  contended  that  they  had,  and  that  it 
was  not  in  the  power  of  Congress,  nor  of  any 
power  on  earth,  to  deprive  them  of  it.  Those 
members  from  the  four  States,  who  were  now 
contending  for  their  rights  here,  had  been  char- 
acterized as  lawless  and  revolutionary ,  and  guilty 
of  nullification. 

If  there  woa  nullification  in  the  matter,  it  was 
chargeable  to  those  who  had  nullified  the  rights 
of  the  States;  who  had  nullified  the  right  of  suf- 
frage; who  had  nullified  tbe  inestimable  right  of 
freemen,  the  right  of  representation  in  the  Legis- 


lature which  imposes  taxes  on  tbem,  which  was 
one  of  the  causes  that  led  our  forefathers  into  the 
Revolution  which  gave  us  independence.  But 
from  the  fourth  section  of  the  first  article  of  the 
Constitution,  and  from  the  Constitution  itself,  wa 
have  the  right  to  representation.  We  also  de- 
rive it  from  the  second  section  of  that  instrument. 
The  second  seclion  declares  that — 

"1'he  H'luse  of  Representatives  shall  beeoraposed  of 
members  chosen  every  second  year  by  the  people  of  th« 
several  Sutes,  and  the  eleeiora  in  eseh  State sbkll  have  tbe 
qnaliflcations  requisite  for  electors  of  tbe  most  numennw 
branch  of  the  Sute  Legislstora." 

Here  was  the  right  of  representation  guarantied 
to  the  pepple,  which  no  power  on  earth  could  de* 
prive  inem  of.  There  was  certainly  no  portion 
of  the  Constitution  which  aulhorizeil  Congress  to 
do  it,  either  by  any  incomplete  action  of  their 
own,  or  by  placing  the  people  of  the  States  in  a 
situation  in  which  they  are  unable  to  exercise  the 
right  of  suAVage.  He  contended  that  if  Congress 
had  the  right  to  legislate  on  the  subject  at  all,  if 
they  did  filter  the  regulations  of  the  States,  it  was 
their  duty  to  have  given  them  a  complete  System 
of  representation,  instead  of  putting  tbem  in  a 
situation  in  which  they  were  deprlTed  of  the 
power  of  holding  their  elections.  It  bad  been 
urged  by  many  gentlemen  who  had  spoken  on 
this  Question,  that  the  term  "  manner"  (of  hold- 
ing elections)  applied  to  everything;  that  it  was 
very  comprehensive,  and  might  be  applied  to  any 
alteration  Congress  might  please  to  make  of  the 
regulations  of  the  Slates.  He  did  not  consider 
it  in  that  sense.     The  clause  reads: 

"llie  tiiiiRti.  places,  and  luaunerof  h'ddtas  elections  ftv 
Senaiorn  niid  UcpreKentativen,  Bhull  be  prescribed  in  each 
State  by  the  Le(i<miure'Uierenf;  but  the  Coagress  may  at 
any  time,  hy  law,  alu>r  sucli  ref  iHaliona,  exc^  ss  lo  the 
places  of  chiKMing  Senators." 

The  Congress  may  alter  such  reg^olations. 
•What  regulations?  Why,  those  regulations  men* 
,  tioiii'd  ill  the  preceding  part  of  the  section,  as  to 
I  the  lime,  phice,  nnd  manner  of  holding  the  elec* 
lions.    Now,  he  wished   some  gentleman  who 
might  follow  him  on  this  subject,  to  gxplain  how 
the  term  "  manner"  could  be  said  to  apply  to  a 
particular  area  of  ground — a  certain  number  of 
acres — the  manner  of  holding  elections  made  ap> 
plir.ablc  to  a  certain  district  of  country !    He  ap- 
pealed to  the  good  sense  of  the  House,  and  adced 
the  question  again;  and  he  desired  some  gentle* 
man  would  explain  it  to  him  if  he  could  do  so. 

There  were  other  grounds  he  had  intended  to 
have  taken  yesterday;  but,  as  he  was  determined 
not  to  be  tedious,  there  being  other  gentlemen  who 
wished  to  address  the  House,  he  would,  after  ad> 
veriing  to  one  other  point,  conclude  his  remarks; 
In  order  to  come  to  a  thorough  understanding  of 
the  subject,  they  should  look  back  into  the  nis* 
lory  of'^the  legislation  of  Congress  in  regard  to  it. 
After  the  powers  given  to  the  CoiistituUon  in  re* 
lation  to  the  election  of  Representatives  had  re- 
mained dormant  for  fifty  years,  this  apportion- 
ment act  was  passed  containing  the  section  which 
was  now  the  subject  ofdiscussion.  The  law  was 
passed,  too,  ofter  it  had  been  ascertained  that 
some  States  could  not  probably  act  on  the  subject. 
.They  had  been  told,  after  a  full  discussion,  that 
a  still  further  was  necessary;  that  it  was  a  grave 
and  important  constitutional  question,  and  re- 
quired much  discussion.  From  what  quarter  of 
tne  House  did  expressions  of  this  kind  come?  It 
was  strange  lo  say  that  those'  expressions  came 
from  gentlemen  who,  on  the  first  day  of  the  ses- 
sion, came  into  the  House  with  their  judgments 
in  their  pockets,  and  their  verdicts  entered  up 
against  the  members  elected  under  the  general- 
ticket  system.  In  that  protest  against  the  admis- 
sion of  the  members  from  these  four  States  to  their 
seats,  and  which  it  was  attempted  to  be  spreatl 
on  the  Journals,  contrary  to  the  rules  of  the 
House,  it  was  asserted  that  the  members  from  the 
States  ofNew  Hampshire, Ckorgis,  Mississippi, 
and  Missouri,  had  not  a  color  of  title  to  their 
seats;  and  that  their  taking  them  was  a  proceed- 
ing of  a  revolutionary  character.  Yet  these  gen- 
tlemen had  made  up  their  verdiets;  and  having 
done  so,  claimed  to  be  the  exclusive  judges;  for  a 
rule  of  the  House  had  been  gravely  read,  to  de- 
prive the  members  flrom  the  four  States  of  iheir 
votes.  They  modestly  expressed  their  sarpriae 
that  the  members  from  these  States  were  not  re- 
strained, by  motives  of  delicacy,  from  voting,  and 
should  retire  from  the  bar  of  the  House,  to  give 
those  who  had  already  made  up  and  leeorded 
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tbeirverdict,  an  opportunity  of  pronouncing  judg- 
ment on  thecaae. 

On  this  part  of  the  subject  he  desired  to  read 
a  decision  made  by  a  Presiding  Officer  of  this 
House,  in  the  celebrated  case  of  ihe  New  J*sey 
elections,  which  would  show  the  views  formerly 
entertained  by  that  distinguished  member  of  the 
Whig  party  [Mr.  Adams]  on  the  subject.  Mr. 
H.  read  the  following: 

"  The  Chair  [Mr.  Adaus]  would  here  remarK  to  the  sen- 
tleman  rrom  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Rhitt]  that  it  would  lie 
impoasible  for  him  to  put  the  question  upon  laying  the  mo- 
tion of  the  cenileman  from  Virginin  on  the  tabic,  until  it 
wna  delennined  by  the  Hotiae  wlio  should  vote.  It  would 
be  for  the  House  to  decide  for  ttiemsolvep  whi^ihoiild  be 
called ;  but  (said  he)  tht  State  of  New  Jersey  cannot  be 
deprived  of  a  repretentation  on  thU  floor  1  omit  skaU  not 
U  M  long  a$  Iitandi»  tUt  cluHr." 

From  what  quarter  had  come  a  decision  so 
broad,  and  wfaicn  seemed  to  be  so  strongly  tinc- 
tured with  a  spirit  in  favor  of  the  rights  of  the 
States  to  representation  i  The  quarter  from  which 
they  now  beard  that  Georgia,  New  Hampshire, 
Mississippi,  and  Missouri  were  nnl  entitled  to 
their  representation  here  was  the  one  from  which 
this  decision  emanated.  It  would  be  well  for  gen- 
tlemen who  talked  of  submitting  this  question  to 
the  decision  of  an  ultimate  tribunal,  to  remem- 
ber that  they  had  already  decided  the  case  theiti- 
■elves. 

He  continued  to  observe  that  he  should  hold 
his  seat  to  defend  the  rights  of  the  peoiile  of  his 
State  on  this  floor,  until  his  right  to  ilo  so  was 
violently  taken  from  him;  and  in  the  expression 
of  his  opinion  on  this  subject,  he  was  cut  short 
by  the  expiration  of  his  hour. 

Mr.  BOWLIN  commenced  by  stating  the  im- 
mediate interest  he  and  his  constituents  hnd  in 
this  question — the  State  of  Missouri  being  one  of 
the  four  StiOes  whose  elections  were  in  contro- 
versy— as  the  reason  which  urged  him  to  address' 
the  House  on  this  subject.  He  was  alsn'desirous 
to  defend  his  State,  and  the  people  of  his  Siaie, 
against  the  assault  which  had  been  made  on  them 
by  one'  por^on  of  the  members  of  this  House, 
whose  protest  had  gone  to  every  section  of  this 
TInion,  ehaiiging,  as  it  did,  on  his  constituents, 
an  act  that  was  revolutionary  in  its  character. 
Hia  constituents,  he  said,  werea  law-abidins;  peo- 
ple; and,  OS  such,  it  became  his  duty  to  defend 
them  against  such  charges.  He  enlen-d  then,  at 
some  length,  into  the  origin  of  this  law,  and  the 
contest  which  existed  at  the  time  between  the 
Whig  P"^ty  of  the  Twenty-Seventh  Congress  and 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  whose  re- 
corded reasons  for  signing  that  bill  were  found  in 
the  State  Department.  After  giving  the  history 
of  this  measure,  and  of  its  contemporaneous  inci- 
dents, he  proceeded  to  notice  the  n|>oration  of  the 
law.  If  it  were  enforced,  he  said,  it  would  occ«- 
sion  inevitably  a  dissolution  of  the  Union.  He 
•poke  of  the  professed  devotion  of  one  party  in 
this  country  to  the  Constitution  of  the  country; 
but  after  showing  that  that  party,  when  the  Con- 
stitution was  being  formed,  favored  its  construc- 
tion on  monarchical  principles,  he  said  he  had  but 
little  confidence  in  such  lip  service  and  devotion 
to  the  democratic  charter  of  our  liberties.  That 
same  party  had  passed  this  law  at  a  time  when  it 
could  not,  by  any  possibility,  be  complied  with 
by  some  States  of  this  Union;  and  yet  they  were 
desirous  to  deprive  certain  States  of  this  Union 
of  those  rights  which  the  Constitution  secured 
to  them. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  he  ad- 
mitted, gave  the  States  the  power  to  make  regu- 
lations fixing  the  {imes,  places,  and  manner  of 
holding  elections,  and  to  Congress  the  power  to 
make  or  alter  such  regulations;  but  Congress  had 
paased  a  law  striking  out  the  franchise  of  certain 
States,  for  it  was  no  alteration  of  State  regulation. 
Id  relation  to  that  law,  however,  there  was  a  dif- 
ference of  opinion  amongst  its  friends.  By  some 
it  was  considered  as  a  regulation  which  was  ob- 
ligatory on  the  States,  and  by  others  it  was  treated 
as  a  declaration  of  abstract  principles.  He  agreed 
with  the  gentlemen  who  Weld  the  law  to  be  a  dec- 
laration of  abstract  principles,for  it  was  no  alter- 
ation of  State  regulations.  Congress,  if  it  had 
the  power  to  alter  State  regulations,  must  alter 
them  completely,  or  not  at  all ;  but  Congress  found 
the  States  in  the  peaceful  exercise  of  certain  regu- 
lations; and  it  had  thought  proper  to  denounce 
them  without  substituting  others  by  which  the 
people  of  the  States  could  proceed  to  elect  their 


Representatives.  It  was  admitted  that  the  law  of 
Congress  was  inoperative  without  State  legisla- 
tion; but  he  denied  that  the  States  could  help  to 
carry  out  a  power  which  they  had  surrendered; 
and  a  law  which  was  thus  incomplete  in  itself, 
without  the  action  of  another  legislative  body, 
was  of  no  force  or  validity.  Gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  had  cited  the  provisions  of  the  Consti- 
tution in  relation  to  the  militia;  but  he  contended 
that  that  argument  operated  in  support  of  the  po- 
sition which  he,  and  those  who  thought  with  htm, 
had  taken.  There  the  respective  duties  of  aH  par- 
ties were  prescribed  expressly  and  unequivocally. 
Gentlemen  had  been  most  unfortunate  in  resort- 
ing to  such  arguments  to  bolster  up  their  cause. 

He  came,  then,  to  the  conclusion  that  Congress 
could  not  supplant  or  destroy  the  regulations  of 
the  States,  without  supplying  the  place  of  those 
regulations  by  others,  as  tne  consequence  of  such 
action  would  be  a  dissolution  of  the  Union. 
Secondly,  that  the  act  of  Congress,  from  its  very 
nature,  could  have  no  effect  until  the  States  had 
an  0|}portunity  to  act,  and  in  the  absence  of  that 
action  the  law  was  incomplete;  and  there  was  a 
third  point — that  if  the  law  was  not  mmplete, 
and  was  nevertheless  to  be  a  law  of  I'lrcu  and 
effect,  what  would  be  the  result?  Suppose  it  to 
be  entitled  to  force,  and  that  it  repealed  the  State 
laws;  what  would  be  the  effect?  The  effect  would 
be  a  dissolution  of  the  Union.  That  would  be 
the  inevitable  effect  of  a  repeal  of  the  Stale  luws 
by  which  they  would  be  prevented  from  being 
represented  in  that  House.  Congress  dared  not 
assume  the  exercise  of  a'power  which  would  have 
this  effect. 

iMr.  B.  adverted  to  the  analogous  reasoning 
which  had  been  employed  by  gentlemen  in  the 
debate  upon  this  subject;  and  contended  that  the 
cases  adduced  were  not  analogous  to  the  case  un- 
der consideration.  Pass  such  a  law  in  regard  to 
weights  and  measures,  for  instance;  and  it  would 
be  void  for  uncertainty.  The  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  [Mr.  Dickinson]  had  referred  to  the 
militia  law.  He  cnnfoaaed  that  he  was  a  little 
puzzled  to  understand  what  possible  similarity 
there  could  be  between  that  law  end  the  one  un- 
der consideration.  The  gentleman,  he  appre- 
hended, was  more  anxious  to  inflict  a  political 
attack  upon  his  opponents,  than  to  come  up  and 
meet  the  constitutional  question.  The  gentleman 
hnd  told  tliem  it  wasacnnte.it  between  thegeneial- 
tirkcl  system  and  the  district  system;  but  every 
man  in  the  House  knew  that  the  contest  was  be- 
tween the  Twenty-Seventh  Congress,  in  their 
arbitrary  exercise  of  power,  and  -the  sovereign 
States  of  this  Union,  That  was  the  contest.  It 
was  not  a  contest  between  the  general  ticket  and 
ihe  district  systems;  but  the  question  was  whether 
i  Congreas  had  the  power  to  destroy  the  govern- 
ments of  the  States. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky,  then  obtained  the 
floor.  After  vindicating  himself,  and  those  who 
acted  with  him,  from  the  charges  that  had  been 
brought  against  them  for  having  signed  the  pro- 
test, and  having  disclaimed  any  intention  to  give 
offense  by  remarks  that  he  might  make,  he  pro- 
ceeded to  examine  and  to  controvert  the  argu- 
ment that  had  been  advanced  as  to  the  rights  of 
the  Slates  to  a  representation  in  this  House  in- 
dependent of  the  Federal  Constitution.  He  traced 
to  that  instrument  not  only  the  right  and  the 
power  of  the  people  to  be  represented  here,  but 
also  the  provision  as  to  the  mode  in  which  Rep- 
resentatives were  to  be  elected. 

He  analyzed  the  two  powers  conferred  in  the 
clause  of  the  Constitution  on  which  the  law  in 
question  was  based — the  one  a  power  to  make 
regulations,  and  the  other  to  alter  them.  He  con- 
tended that  precisely  the  same  i>ower  was  invest- 
ed in  the  State  Legislatures  and  in  Congress,  but 
that,  in  addition,  there  was  the  express,  distinct, 
and  substantive  power  given  to  Congress  which 
comprehended  the  act  of  Congress  now  in  con- 
templation— to  alter  the  reflations  of  the  Slates. 

He  examined  the  position  assumed  by  Mr. 
Beardslbt  in  reference  to  the  doctrine  of  con- 
current jurisdiction,  and  expressed  partially  his 
dissent  from  it.  He  submitted  that,  whenever 
Congress  chose  to  exercise  the  power  conferred 
upon  it,  the  Stale  jurisdiction  was  taken  away 
from  just  so  much  of  the  ground  as  Congress  had 
occupied  and  acted  upon;  that  the  State  author- 
ity would  Im!  excluded  to  the  extent  to  which 
Congress  had  exercised  its  powei^  and  that  there 


was  the  same  correlative  relation  between  Con- 
gress and  the  State  Legislature  on  the  subject 
that  there  was  between  a  supreme  and  on  inferior 
court. 

He  replied  to  the  cardinal  objections  that  had 
been  raised  againsUlhe  law,  showing  their  falla- 
cy; and  he  argued  that  there  was  one,  and  only 
one,  test  of  its  validity,  and  that  was,  whether 
the  taw  worked  an  alteration  of  the  State  law? 
If  so,  it  was  constitutional  and  valid.  And,  in 
this  connection,  Mr.  D.  replied  to  some  of  the 
arguments  of  Mr.  ELMBa, 

He  compared  the  principle  of  the  law  with  cer- 
tain sections  of  the  act  of  1792,  (in  relation  to 
electors  of  President,)  which  could  not  be  exe- 
cuted without  auxiliary  legislation  on  the  part  of 
the  States;  and  he  submitted  that  this  was  an 
unanswerable  argument  against  so  much  of  the 
objection  to  the  law  as  was  involved  in  the  prop- 
osition that  it  could  not  execute  itself.  He  demon- 
strated what  had  been  the  action  of  the  States  in 
regard  to  that  act,  (of  1792,)  and  that,  so  far  from 
declaring  it  unconstitutional,  null,  or  void,  the 
State  Legislatures  of  that  day,  composed  of  men 
fresh  in  knowledge  of  the  Consllitution ,  and  of  the 
reasons  which  influenced  its  framers  in  the  adop- 
tion of  its  various  clauses,  had  at  once  supplied 
the  legislation  necessary  to  carry  out  its  provis- 
ions, without  a  single  objection  on  the  ground 
that  the  act  was  mandatory,  or  (hat  it  was  void 
because  it  could  not  be  executed  within  itself. 

He  proceeded  even  further  than  this,  and  con- 
tended that  if  the  second  section  of  the  apportion- 
ment law  was  void  on  the  ground  that  it  was  man- 
datory, or  that  it  required  State  legislation,  then 
the  first  section  of  the  same  act  was  also  yoid, 
inasmuch  as  it  rcquired'StAe  legislation  as  much 
as  the  second  section.  The  first  section  could  not 
execute  itself;  it  required  the  same  character  of 
legislation.  There  was  not  a  single  objection  that 
could  be  raised  against  the  second  section  on  the 
ground  of  its  being  mandatory  and  not  executing 
ilself,  that  did  not  apply  with  equal  force  to  the 
first. 

He  examined  the  argument  of  the  majority  of 
the  committee,  so  far  as  it  was  an  argument  of 
analogy,  to  show  that  it  had  no  just  foundation, 
and  could  not,  therefore,  be  sustained.  And  he 
was  proceeding  to  make  some  genertd  remarks, 
when  the  hour  elapsed. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGBRSOLL  proposed  to  amend 
the  amendment  of  Mr.  Davis,  of  Kentucky,  of- 
fered on  a  former  day,  by  substituting  in  lieu 
thereof  the  following: 

That  the  mpiubem  returned  to  this  Home  from  the  Stkles 
of  Nhiv  iinmpirfiire,  Georgia,  Miasouri,  and  Miasiaaippi,  are 
entitled  to  hold  their  Kata. 

Mr  STILES  (who  had  yielded  the  floor  tem- 
porarily to  Mr.  Incersoll,  to  permit  him  to  offer 
his  amendment)  next  addressed  the  House.  The 
course  of  argument  pursued  by  the  gentleman 
who  had  preceded  him  [Mr.  G.  Davis]  rendered 
it  necessary  for  him  to  recur  to  the  history  of  the 
formation  of  this  Government,  and  the  adoption 
of  the  Constitution.  Mr.  S.  entered  upon  a  re- 
view of  the  circumstances  attending  the  adoption 
of  the  Federal  Constitution,  showing  that  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  derived  its  power 
from  the  people  under  that  Constitution,  and 
that  the  people  were  the  source  of  all  the  power 
which  Congress  possessed. 

Mr,  8.  referred  to  the  remark  of  his  colleague, 
[Mr.  Stephens,]  that  he  believed  the  second  sec- 
tion of  the  apportionment  act  to  be  constiintioo- 
al,  and  that  the  members  elected  uhder  the  gen- 
eral-ticket system  were  illegally  elected,  and  not 
entitled  to  their  seats;  but  that,  considcrinjg  the 
House,  and  not  himself,  the  constitutional  judge 
of  the  returns,  elections,  and  qualifications  of  ita 
members,  he  had  chosen  to  take  his  seat,  and  to 
vote,  though  he  did  not  consider  himself  consti- 
tutionally elected.  What  he  objected  to  was, 
that  while  his  colleague  disclaimed  his  right  to 
his  seat,  he  exercisea  the  privileges  of  o  member 
by  sitting  and  voting  in  that  House,  and  receiv- 
ing the  emoluments  of  office.  His  cnllesgue  had 
said  tha(  this  was  a  matter  for  the  judgment  of 
the  House;  but  he  must  be  permitted  to  tell  him 
that  he  had  mistaken  the  tribunal.  His  position 
involved  a  question  not  to  be  decided  in  that 
House,  but  ill /ore  conseientice,heTore  which  hi^k 
tribunal  he  arraigned  him,  and  charged  him  with 
two  high  offenses  which  his  lego!  knowledge 
would  enable  him  to  understand  the  nature  and 
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heiiKNwnew  of— with  taking  that  which  h«  knew 
he  bad  no  right  to,  and,  in  his  own  language,  not 
the  color  of  a  title  to;  and,  in  the  next  place,  as 
an  interference  with  a  legislative  body,  without 
a  right  to  a  seat  in  it,  was  against  the  Constitu- 
tion, be  charged  him  with  an  offense  arising  out 
of  a  violation  of  that  instrument  which  he  had 
sworn  to  support. 

Mr.  STEJPHENS,  on  leave  being  given  to  ex- 
plain said  that  matters  of  conscience  were  to  be 
determined  individually,  each  man  for  himself. 
The  gentleman  had  no  right  to  Judge  of  his  con- 
science, and  he  would  acorn  to  judge  of  the  gen- 
tleman's. 

Mr.  STILES  said  that  he  did  not  Judge  of  the 
gentleman  'sconscience ;  Qod  forbid  that  he  should . 
With  the  very  words  on  his  lips  that  he  had  no 
right  to  his  seat.there;  he  look  the  oath,  and  in- 
voked the  name  of  ihe  Supreme  Being  to  support 
him  in  the  truth.  Before  high  Heaven  he  vowed 
to  support  the  Constitution  nf  the  United  Slates, 
snd  then  took  a  seat  in  tl»i  House,  to  which  he 
declared  he  was  nui  constitutionally  elected. 
Without  preeruming  to  be  the  gentleman's  judge, 
he  would  dismiss  him;  and  with  as  much  solem- 
nity and  feeling  as  a  Judge  pronouncing  sentence 
on  a  criminal,  he' would  say  to  him,  "May  the 
Lord  Qod  Almighty  have  mercy  on  your  soul." 
Mr.  S.  then  went  on  with  the  legal  and  constitu- 
tional part  of  bis  argument,  which  he  continued 
till  the  Chair  announced  the  expiration  of  bis 
hour. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  addressed  the  House  against 
tberighlofthe  twenty-one  mcpibers  to  their  seats, 
and  in  favor  of  the  oonstitulionality  and  propri- 
ety of  the  second  section  of  the  apportionment 
act. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  got  the  floor  at  a  late  hour, 
(candlelight^  *nd ,  after  offering  an  amcUffincnt 
similar  in  effect  to  Mr.  Ingersoll's,  but  contain- 
ing more  precision  and  form  in  it,  addressed  the 
House  in  favor  of  the  principles  contained  in  the 
leport;  showing,  by  a  variety  of  arguments  and 
illustrations,  the  unconstitutionality  of  the  tnanr 
itmut  section  of  the  apportionment  act,  and  the 
consequent  legality  of  the  elections  held  under 
the  general-ticket  system'. 

Mr.  BARRINGER  next  obtained  the  floor; 
and  gave  wa.y  to 

Mr.  RAYNER,  who.moved,  at  half  past  six 
o'clock,  thac  the  House  adjourn;  which  was  re- 
jected— ayea  63,  noes  64. 

Mr.  BARBINOER  then  spoke  his  hour  in  op- 
position to  the  report  of  the  majority  of  the  eom- 
nitlee. 

Mr.  BARNARD  next  got  the  floor. 

Mr.SAMPLE  movud  an  adjournment;  and  the 
(|iiestion  thereon  was  taken  by  Messrs.  Schckck 
and  BuBKE,  as  tellers,  who  reported — ayes  32, 
aaes63. 

Some  eonversation  ensued  relative  to  a  call  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  said  if  the  gentleman 
wanted  a  full  House  to  hear  a  speech,  he  would 
Dove  a  call  of  the  House,  but  it  had  not  been  re- 
quired hitherto. 

Mr.  BARNARD  then  proceeded  nilh  bis 
^leech  in  favor  of  the  law  of  the  last  Congress. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  obtained  the  floor  at  half-past 
seven  o'clock. 

Several  gentlemen  suggested  an  adjournment, 
and  that  motion  was  made;  »ii  which  the  yeas  and 
■ays  were  called  for  and  taken,  and  they  resulted 
—yeas  76,  nays  39. 

So  the  Hduse  adjourned  at  eight  o'clock. 


The  following  petitium  preMiiied  lo-dny  were  handed  to 
tbe  reponen  bv  the  memlierti  presf^ntinit  ihein : 

Bjr  Mr.  BROUHEAD  :  Two  pclilioiis  liipinl  hy  eighty 
eitizeiM  of  Carbon  county,  Penniylvania,  prnying  for  the 
Fuuge  of  a  law  ezRmptilig  all  b^uilB  employed  In  Uie  do- 
■lenic  coal  trade,  protielled  by  animal  or  steam  power,  fnnn 
paying  coaMing  licenaes ;  which  waa  referred  to  the  Com- 
Biiuee  on  Commerce. 

By  Mr.  STEWAKT,  of  Conneeticat :  The  petition  ofS. 
B.  Stone  and  aeven  other  capuina  of  ateaniboatu  navigat- 
ing Long  liland  Sound,  praying  Coiigrets  to  erect  a  light- 
boiMeoD  theiouthweat  ledge  at  the  entrance  ofNew  Haven 
Imtar  i  which  waa  referred  to  the  Coauaitiee  on  (^ooi- 


AJao,  the  petition  ofOeneral  Seth  Overton,  of  Connecti- 
ent,  praying  Congreae  for  a  penaion  for  aerrlcefl  and  losaea 
nenrred  daring  the  revolutionary  war  ;'Which  waa  referred 
10  Uie  Coaiouiiee  oii  Bevolutionary  Penslona. 

By  Mr.  HARPEB :  The  petition  of  Lymati  Warner  and 
•iily-Mven  otben,  cilizena  ofMuakingam  county,  Ohio, 
inying  for  retrencomeot  in  the  expenditures  of  the  Oenera) 
tiovemaent. 


By  Mr.  HAMLIN  :  The  petiUon  of  Henry  LitUe  and  E. 
L.  Hamlin  and  •even  hundred  and  twenty-five  others,  cit- 
iiena  of  Bangor  and  vicinity,  Maine,  for  a  reduction  (MTlhe 
nuea  of  postage. 

By  Mr.  BUFFINGTON:  The  peUtion  of  Joaepb  Fair 
snd  sixty-four  nthers,  citizens  of  Butler  county  Pennsylva- 
nia, praying  fur.  the  construcilon  of  a  national  road  from 
Ihe  Oumbpriand  road,  by  the  way  of  the  arsenals  at  Pitts- 
burg and  Meadvllle,  to  the  harbor  of  Erie. 

Alao,  the  petition  of  Rotwn  Brawn  and  twenty-six  oth- 
ers, citizens  of  Armatrung  county,  Pennsylvania,  praying 
for  a  reduction  of  powtage. 

By  Mr.  McCLERNAND:TliepeUlionorK.B.  Slocomb 
and  numerona  uthrrs,  ciUsena  of  Wayne  county,  Illinois, 
praying  the  giant  of  the  revise  lands  m  the  Shawneetown 
and  Poleatine  land  districta,  in  said  State,  and  the  lands  in 
the  Vincennes  district,  for  the  improvement  of  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  great  Wabash  river ;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  PulMic  Lands. 

Mr.  BLAi;KW£t.lj  withdrew  fknm  the  flies  the  memo- 
rial of  William  King  and  Thomas  Rowland,  asking  pay  for 
aervlces  rendered  the  Government  during  ttie  late  war. 

By  Mr.  SMITH,  of  New  York:  The  petition  of  Waller 
Howard  and  thirty-four  otlien,eliixeiisorWyomiageouii- 
ty.  New  York,  praying  for  a  reduction  of  postage,  and  a 
limitation  of  the  franking  privilege. 

By  Mr.  DAVIS,  nflndiana:  The  petition  of  Charles 
Gilman  and  two  hundred  and  twenty- Ibiar  ciUxens  of  Green 
county,  Indians,  oakiHg  a  donation  ofieftise  lands  to  com- 
plete the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal  to  the  Ohio  river. 

By  Mr.  WBIGHT,  of  Indiana ;  The  petition  of  Grafton 
P.  Cnakley  and  one  hundred  and  foriy-sii  others,  cilizena 
of  Vigo  county,  Indiana,  praying  that  the  Oingress  nf  the 
United  Stales  would  reduce  the  amount  of  postage  upon 
letters ;  which  was  referred  to  ibe  Committee  on  the  Post 
OlBce  and  PoM  Boada. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Thomas  11.  Clarke  and  oiben,  cili- 
sens  of  Pntnam  county,  Indiana,  asking  for  a  portion  of 
the  vaeaot  lands  of  the  Vincennes  land  di<trict,  Indiana, 
or  of  the  Palestine  and  Shawneetown  district,  Indiana,  to 
be  given  for  Uie  improvement  of  Ihe  rapiil.-i  of  the  Wabash 
river;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Publie 
Lands.  - 

By  Mr.  BOBINaON;  The  rcsfilutions  and  proceedings 
adopted  by  the  ciiisensnrciifwt'gn,  New  York,  at  their  an- 
nual town  meeting,  reeomineiiiling  t'urtlinr  nppmpriatlons 
to  complete  the  piiDlIc  works  already  commenced  in  that 
plact. 

Also,  the  petition  nf  seven  hundred  and  Ally  citizens  of 
that  place,  praying  Congress  to  mukc  an  appropriation  to 
improve  the  piprri  In  said  place. 

Uy  Mr.  JONES.of  Teniieswe:  Tlie  petilinn  of  Saiiih 
Blaekman  for  n  pension ;  wliirli  was  referred  to  the  Coui- 
niitlee  on  Revolutionary  Pcnsluns. 

Also,  tlic  peiiiion  of  the  'members  of  the  bar  at  Lewis- 
burg,  Tennessee,  aitking  for  the  publication  nf  the  decisions 
of  the  riupreme  Court  of  Uio  United  States ;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  Uie  t'ominlttee  on  the  Judiciary*. 
•  By  Mr.  UAWSON:  Tlic  pttiitinii  of  Charles  Lee  and 

George  W.  Goliluinn,  cilizriu  of parii«li,  Loui.tiaiia, 

for  coiiflrniatinit,  as  Joint  proprietors,  nl^  a  cermin  iract  of 
hmd  fronting  on  Uie  Misslof^ippi  river,  known  or  designated 
as  lots  Nos.  4,  5,  6,  7,  and  H,  of  town-hlp  teiif  range  eleven 
east,  in  the  di-trict  iiortli  of  l^'d  river,  dtale  of  Lonifiann. 

Also,  a  petition  to  ciinflriii  Gliztihctil  Burris,  her  heirs  ur 
assigns,  in  title  to  a  irnct  of  land,  &c. 

Also,  the  claim  of  Fielding  Brown  for  a  pension. 

Also,  the  petition  of  K.>lii'rt  i.'lark,  nf  West  Baton  Rouge, 
Louisiana,  for  contirinaiton  of  tlie  northwest  qu.-irter  sec- 
Uon,  No  4.  lownMtiip  Mis.  and  range  eleven,  &.c. 

By  Mr.  WRIGHT,  of  New  Jersey  :  A  petiiion,  signed 
by  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  of  the  citizens  of  Jersey 
City^  New  Jersey,  praying  Congn^ss  to  enaet  a  law  with- 
holding fur  the  future  all  spirit  rations  from  Ihe  Navy  of  Uie 
United  States. 

Uy  Mr.  SLIOELL :  The  memorial  of  Ihe  surviving  vnl- 
nnieersand  luiiiiia  who  assisted  in  the  defense  of  New  Or- 
leans in  1814  and  IBIS. 

By  Mr.  OWEN ;  'i'hc  memorial  of  John  Burtis  and  nine- 
ty-four odiers,  citizens  of  Viindonbuix  and  Posi^y  counties, 
Indiana,  praying  Congress  for  a  grant  of  thw  uni«old  land  In 
the  Vincennes  land  district,  to  cinuplete  the  whole  line  of 
canal  from  Lake  Erie  to  the  Ohio  river,  at  Evansville. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  William  Johnson  and  Afty  others, 
ciiizens  of  Davles  comity,  Indiana,  upon  tlie  same  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  DANA  withdrew  IVoui  the  files  of  the  House  the  pa- 
pers of  Aiuo,«  DHilicIs ;  and  they  were  rcferrrd  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Invalid  Pensions ;  and  presented  Ihe  petilinn  of 
(me  hundred  and  ninetifcn  citizens  nf  Ulyi'i'es,  Tompkins 
county.  New  York,  praying  a  reduction  in  the  rates  of  post- 
age, and  the  atiulitinii  nf  the  franking  privilege;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  OIHce  and  Post 
Roada.  

IN  SENATE. 
Wednesday,  February  14,  1844. 

Mr.  SEMPLE  presented  the  proceedings  of  a 
public  meeting  of  the  ciiizens  of  Alton,  Illinois, 
and  ita  vicinity,  accompanied  by  a  memorial  of 
the  Legislature  of  lllintiis,  on  the  subject  of  the 
extenfion  of  the  national  road  through  that  State, 
and  to  cross  the  Mississippi  at  Alton;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  CHOATE  presented  a  petition  from  Jacob 
Little  and  others,  citizens  of  Ohio,  praying  the 
repeal  of  so  much  of  the  post  otfice  law  as  re- 
quires those  connected  with  the  mail  service  to 
labor  on  the  Sabbath;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads.   • 

Also,  a  memorial  from  the  officers  and  crew  of 
the  steamer  Missouri,  praying  that  Congress  will 
make  them  some  remonention  for  property  lost 


by  the  burning  of  that  vessel ;  which  waa  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  BAYARD  presented  a  memorial  from  John 
H.  Roebling,  civil  engineer,  in  favor  of  the  sub- 
stitution of  wire  rope  in  the  place  of  hemp  rope 
for  the  standing  rigging  of  vessels  of  war;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  AffTairs. 

iit.  STURGEON  presented  a  preamble  and 
Joint  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, requesting  the  repreaentatives  from  that 
State  to  use  their  influence  to  procure  the  passage 
of  a  law  making  immediate  provision  for  the  re- 
pair and  completion  of  the  works  in  the  harbor 
of  Erie,  Pennsylvania;  which  waa  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  a  memorial  from 
Jacob  Moser  and  others,  of  the  city  and  county 
of  Philadelphia,  asking  for  an  appropriation  for 
the  construction  of  a  dry-dock  at  the  port  of 
Philadelphia;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Naval  Afl°air8. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  Robert  McGuire,  a  cit- 
izen of  Westmoreland  county,  Pennsylvania, 
asking  compensalion  for  injuries  and  losses  sos- 
tainecT  by  him  while  a  captive  of  the  Indiana 
during  the  war;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  MERRICK  presented  a  memorial  from  a 
number  of  ciiizens  of  Maryland,  praying  for  the 
establishment  of  a  mail  route  in  Anne  Arundel 
county,  in  that  Slate;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  WHITE  presented  a  petition  from  sundry 
ciiizens  of  Indiana,  praying  for  a  grant  of  the 
refuse.land  in  the  old  Vincennes  district,  to  com- 
plete the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal  to  Evaosville, 
on  the  Ohio  river. 

Mr.  HANNEOAN  presented  five  memorials, 
signed  by  seven  hundred  and  eleven  citizens  of 
the  State  of  Indiana,  prayingfor  the  same  object; 
which  were  referred  to  tne  Committee  on  Publie 
Lands. 

Mr.  FOSTER  presented  a  memorial  from  A. 
P.  Crittenden  anti  three  hundred  and  eighteen 
citizens  of  Memphis,  Tenneasee,  asking  for  a 
grant  of  land  for  the  completion  of  the  national 
thoroughfare  between  the  lakes  and  the  Ohio,  by 
the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  Wabostt 
river;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

Mr.  BREESE  presented  a  petition  from  R.  H. 
McGoon,  praying  that  a  certain  sum  of  money 
recovered  from  htm  by  the  United  Slates  through 
a  judgment  rendered  against  him  in  default  of  bis 
appearance  in  court,  may  be  refunded:  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Juiliciary. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  JARNAGIN,  from  the  Committee  on  Rev- 
olutionary Claims,  made  an  adverse  report  on 
the  petition  of  the  executors  of  Samuel  Ball  fo( 
the  paymejit  of  a  sum  of  money  loaned  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  during  the  Revolution;  which  was  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table,  and  be.  printed. 

Mr.  BERRIEN,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reported  back  without  amendment, and 
with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass,  the  bill 
to  repeal  tlie  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  amend  the 
act  of  March  10,  1838,  entitled  '  An  act  changing 
the  time  of  holdiiig  the  circuit  and  district  courta 
in  the  district  of  Ohio." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WRIGHT,°the  Committee 
on  Claims  was  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  petitions  of  Robert  Perkins  and 
Joseph  W.  Low;  and  they  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  HUNT;NGT0N,  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  reported  a  bill  to  repeal  part  of  on  act 
entitled  "  An  act  to  annex  a  part  of  the  Slate  of 
New  Jersey  to  the  collectiondistrictofNew  York, 
to  remove  the  office  of  collector  of  Niagara  to 
Lewistown;  to  make  Cape  St.  Vincent,  in  the 
district  of  Sackett's  Harbor,  a  port  of  delivery; 
and  out  of  the  districts  of  Miami  and  Mississippi 
to  make  two  new  districta,  to  be  called  the  district 
of  Sandusky  and  Teche;  and  for  other  purposes," 
approved  March  2,  1811;  which  bill  waa  read, 
and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  H.,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  directing 
that  committee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
repealing  the  existing  law  which  allows  the  col- 
lectors of  customs  three  months  to  give  bond  and 
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■eearity  for  the  feilhful  discharge  of  their  office, 
reported  a  bill  for  that  purpose;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  ATHERTON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Pensions,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition 
of  George  W.  Cummings  for  a  pension;  which 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD,  from  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of  Samuel  Ttvompson;  which  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

PAPERS  \riTHDRAVrN  AND  REFERRED. 
Od  motion  of  Mr.  ATCHISON,  tbs  petiuoiv  of 
Robert  Barclay,  and  docunenu  in  relation  there- 
to, relative  to  a  private  land  claim,  were  ordered 
to  b«  taken  from  the  files, and  rsferred  toiheCom- 
Mittaft  on  Private  Land  Claims;  and  the  petition 
•f  Moses  Archer  for  a  pension,  was  ordered  to 
ke  taken  from  th«4les,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
miUse  OB  Pensions. 

BILL  INTR0Dt7CKD. 
Mr.  HENDERSON,  on  leave,  introduced  a 
bill  further  regulating  the  costs  and  fees  accruing 
on  suits  prosecuted  in  the  district  and  circuit  , 
courts  of  tne  United  States;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Comroitlee. 

IMPROVEMENT  OP  THE  OHIO. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  WALKER,  it  was 
Raohid,  Tbst  tKe  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to  eom- 
mnnieaie  to  ihe  Sniatc  copies  of  tlie  report  made  in  Uiat 
Depsnsient  h  to  the  be«  meuo  of  iaiproviag  Ihe  nsviga- 
lioB  of  tbe  OMo  river  u  Uie  ftuis. 

MARK  SIMPSON. 

On  motbn  of  Mr.  DAYTON,  the  bill  reported 
bj  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  some  days 
since,  for  the  relief  of  Mark  Simpson,  was  taken 
up,  and  recommitted  to  that  committee. 

THE  FINE  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ALLEN,  the  previous  or- 
ders of  the  day  were  postponed,  anil  the  Senate 
resumed  the  consideration,  as  in  Commiliee  of  the 
Whole,  of  the  bill  to  restore  to  General  Jackson 
the  fine  imposed  nn  him  at  New  Orleans. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE  expressed,  at  consider- 
able length,  his  views  in  opposition  to  the  doc- 
trine of  instruction;  and  explained  his  reasons  for 
not  voting  in  conformity  with  the  dcoire  of  the 
Legislature  of  his  Slate.  In  conclusion,  he  stated 
that,  the  amendment  of  the  Finance  Committee 
having  been  rHeoted  by  the  Senate,  he  could  not 
«ote  for  the  bifi  in  ila  original  form. 

There  being  no  Airther  proposition  to  amend 
the  bilL  it  was  reported  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  HUGER  said  he  was  very  glad  there  was 
no  disposition  on  the  part  of  any  member  of  the 
Senate  toimpute  to  Judge  Hall  any  improper con- 
'ducl.  He  had  been  a  fellow-townsman  of  Judge 
Hall,  who  was  a  lawyer  of  character  in  South 
Carolina,  when  he  commenced  the  study  of  law. 
He  was  not  intimate  with  him;  but  tbe  commu- 
nity in  which  Judge  Hkll  lived  considered  him, 
till  the  day  of  his  death,  incapable  of  doing  any- 
thing disreputable  to  his  character  as  an  honor- 
able and  upi-ieht  man.  That  he  was  wrong  in 
this  instance,  he  never  had  doubted.  He,  as  well 
as  the  whole  world,  was  surprised  that  General 
Jackson,  under  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the 
war,  was  able  to  make  such  a  defense  as  he  did 
at  the  battle  of  New  Orleans.  1  f  the  question  were 
now  put,  would  we  have  New  Orleans  defended 
as  it  was  ?  wp  would  say:  yes;  that  General  Jack- 
son's conduct  was  correct.  He  effected  much 
more  than  was  anticipated.  In  regard  to  the  con- 
duct of  Judge  Hall,  he  disapproved  of  it;  but  he 
•poke  of  his  memory  with  every  sentiment  of  re- 
spect; and,  if  he  now  had  the  power  of  erasing 
from  history  an  act  that  yas  done  thirty  years 
since — if  Judge  Halt  were  living,  and  such  a  lapse 
of  time  had  not  taken  place — he  would  not  exer- 
eiae  that  power.  It  presented  to  the  public  mind 
MM  of  the  best  moral  pictures  recorded  in  modem 
history.  There  was  General  Jackson,  the  con- 
<]asror  of  the  conqueror  of  kingdoms,  returning 
to  New  Orleans,  and  presenting  himself  at  the 
ftst  of  jiraiice,  and  bowing  to  the  supremacy  of 
the  law.  This  was  a  moral  picture  more  vener- 
able, in  his  mind,  than  the  victory  achieved  at 
New  Orleans  iiself.  The  moral  was  much  more 
important;  and  he  trusted  that,  to  the  end  of 
-time,  it  would  not  be  forgotten. 

Mr.  PORTER  said  that  he  stood  in  the  sam« 


category  with  his  honorable  colleague— having 
been  instructed  by  three  successive  Legislatures 
of  his  State  to  vote  to  refund  this  fine,  with  in- 
terest; that  his  action  in  this  body  heretofore 
would  show  that  he  had  voted  in  accordance  with 
those  repeated  expressions  of  the  legislative  will, 
and  but  for  the  vote  by  which  the  Senate  had  re- 
jected the  amendment,  havii>g  only  for  its  object 
to  shield  the  memory  of  Judge  Hall  from  oblociuy, 
ha  should  pow  do  as  he  haiTdone  before.  .He  be- 
lieved a  majority  of  tbe  people  of  Michigan — and 
a  large  one,  too.— indeed  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  desired  theadjustmentof  this  matter, asa 
just  pecuniary  claim,  founded  on  services  which 
were  attended  by  consequences  glorious  to  the 
Army  of  the  United  States,  and  resulting  in  the 
proteciioti  of  an  important  point  on  the  sea-board 
during  the  late  war,  from  the  ravages  of  an  in- 
vadingenemy.  Tliat  whatever  irregularities  might 
have  been  committed  by  him  in  arresting,  for  a 
time,  the  civil  arm,  the  motive  was  patriotic;  and 
he  had  expiated  bis  offense  fur  the  violence  of- 
fered to  Judge  Hall,  by  not  only  submitting  to 
the  judgment  pronounced  against  him,  and  pay- 
ing the  penalty,  but  by  arresting  the  indignant 
feelings  of  an  excited  soldiery,  wTiose  idol.lie  was 
for  Ihe  time  being,  as  their  triumphant  military 
lender. 

With  this  amendment,  he  should  have  voted  for 
the  bill,  by  way  of  giving  pecuniary  indemnity — 
not  to  effnce  any  supposed  stain  on  the  name  of 
General  Jackson.  There  wns  no  stain  to  wipe 
away.  History  has  faithfully  chronicled  this 
event.  It  was  there  recorded  thatboth  the  judge 
and  thegeneral  had  acted  to  thebestof  theirjud»- 
inent,  from  proper  motives.  He  accorded  with 
much  that  had  fallen  from  the  Senator  from  Ten- 
nessee, yesterday,  in  relation  to  the  dcclarationa 
made  at  the  time  by  General  Jackson  himself, 
which  exonerated  Judge  Hall  from  any  imputa- 
tion whatever;  but  because  this  bill,  in  its  present 
form,  would  imply  that  his  decision  was  wrong, 
he  could  not  vole  for  it.  He  did  not  sny  that  he 
would  vote  against  it;  but  he  certainly  would  not 
vole  for  it  without  the  amendment  proposed  by 
the  Judiciary  Committee. 

The  question  now  being, "  Shall  the  bill  be  reafl 
a  third  time .'" 

Mr.  SEVIER  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  question. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and,  being 
taken,  resulted — yeas  30,  nays  16,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Mcmn.  Allen,  AicliiKon.  Atlienon,  Bxshr,  Bar- 
row, Benton,  Rreesc,  Buchniian,  Colr|iiiu,  Pnirrteld,  Fna- 
ler,  FranciK,  Futtnn,  Haiiin'catiT  llaywnml,  Henderson, 
linger,  Jumiiffin,  Kin^,  McDiitne,  Manxiirn,  Kivex,  Semple. 
Sevier,  Sturgeon,  Tallniadge,  Tappan,  Walller,  Woodbury, 
and  Wrijlil— 30. 

NA YS— Meniiri.  Archer,  Bate>,  B-iyard,  Berrinn,  Choate, 
Clayton,  Dayton.  Evans,  1iuniin(ton,  Mi-rriclt,  Milter, 
Pcarcc,  PhelJM,  Siininona,  Upliain,  and  VVoodbridge— 16. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  the  third 
time. 

Mr.  WALKER  hoped  there  would  be  no  ob- 
jection to  the  reading  of  the  bill  the  third  time 
then. 

Mr.  PEARCE  objected.  He  was  not  certain 
whether  he  would  make  any  remarks  on  the  bill; 
but  he  preferred  that  it  should  lie  over  till  to- 
morrow. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  fempore  said  the  objec- 
tion of  the  Senator  from  Maryland  would  not 
necessarily  carry  the  bill  over  till  to-morrow,  it 
having  received  a  second  reading  on  another  day. 

The  question  was  then  put  whether  the  bill 
should  be  read  a  third  time  tnslsnier,  and  decided 
in  the  affirmative. 

The  bill  was  then  read  the  third  time  and 
passed,  in  the  form  in  which  it  came  from  the 
other  House. 

PEA  PATCH  ISLAND. 

The  Senate  then  took  up  for  consideration  the 
bill  to  settle  the  title  to  the  Pea  Patch  Island;  the 
pending  question  being  the  motion  of  Mr.  Tap- 
PAK  to  recommit  the  bill,  with  instructions  so  to 
modify  it  as  to  refer  the  question  of  title  to  the 
United  Slates  courts  for  decision. 

Mr.  BAYARD,  after  proposing  some  trifling 
verbal  amendments,  which  were  agreed  to,  moved 
that,  in  the  third  section  and  thirteenth  line,  the 
Vord  "actually"  should  be  inserted  after  the 
word  "expenses;"  and  that,  in  the  same  line, 
after  the  word  "incurred,"  should  be  inserted 
tite  words  "  and  paid  by  tbsm;"  so  that  it  would 


read,  "expenses  actually  incnired  and  paid  hj 
them." 

Mr.  KING  wished  to  know  to  what  extent  this 
amendment  would  go?  It  was  sometimes  the  case 
that  claimants  to  property  agreed  to  give  their  law- 
yers, if  successful,  one  half  of  the  whole  amount 
received.  Now,  if  such  promises  were  made  by 
the  claimants  in  this  instance,  he  asked  whether 
Government  would  be  liable  for  the  payment  of 
all  such  fees  promised  } 

Mr.  BAYARD.  The  amendment  is  wholljr 
retrospective,  and  does  not  provide  for  any  sucn 
payment. 

Mr.  DAYTON.  No  fees  of  the  character 
described  by  the  Senator  from  Alabama  could  be 
raised  or  sought  under  the  amendment. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  did  not  think  the  bin  snfll- 
ciently  guarded  in  its  direction  to  arbitrators.  He 
therefore  moved,  as  an  amendment,  the  insertion 
of  a  clause  directing  the  arbitrators  to  ascertain 
and  adjudicate  on  the  value  of  Pea  Patch  Island 
in  1B13,  considered  as  private  property. 

Mr.  PHELPS  could  not  concur  with  the  amend- 
ment proposed .  This  bill ,  if  passed  at  all ,  wonhi 
be  passed  under  an  arrangement  binding  on  both 
parties;  but  if,  by  the  intrmluction  of  such  amend- 
ment, it  is  made  a  different  bill  from  that  agreed 
on,  then  one  party  is  released  from  all  conditions, 
and  the  arrangements  entered  into  become  nnll 
and  void.  Although  be  acknowledged  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  amendment  equitable,  he  could  not 
vote  for  it  until  convinced  that  it  would  not  break 
the  arrangements  proposed  by  the  bill. 

Mr.  DAYTON  took  the  same  view  as  the  Sen- 
ator from  Vermont.  The  amendment  would  not 
certainly  affect  the  frame-work  of  the  bill,  but  that 
bill  was  prepared  under  arrangements  which  the 
amendment  was  calculated  to  alter;  and,  ifaltered, 
it  wo^d  not  be  accepted  by  one  of  the  parties. 
He  hoped  the  amendment  would  not  be  pressed. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  was  of  opinion  that  the  amend- 
ment was  immaterial.  Hcdid  not  think  it  wooM 
meet  the  intentions  of  the  honorable  Senator  from 
South  Carolina.  If  that  Senator  examined  the 
bill,  he  would  see  that  the  amendment  would  not 
effect  what  he  proposed.  The  passage  or  rejection 
of  the  bill  was  to  him,'  personally,  a  matter  of 
perfect  indifference.  His  opinions  on  it  were  well 
known.  He  did  not  think  the  claimants  had  any 
title  more  than  himself  .While  up,  he  took  the 
opportunity,  in  consequence  of  having  heard  it 
remarked  that  the  appointment  of  the  arbitrator 
was  in  opposition  to  his  wishes,  to  say  such  was 
not  the  ease.  He  was  the  individual  who  nomi- 
nated Mr.  Binney,  and  it  was  on  his  nomiaatioa 
that  both  parties  nsreed  to  nominate  him. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  agreed  that  the  amendment 
j  would  make  no  substantial  difference  in  tbe  bill, 
but  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  obviate  the  possi- 
bility of  Government  being  done  injustice  to. 
Extreme  caution  ahould  be  used, as  Govemssent 
was  in  this  affair  wholly  unrepresented.  If  tbe 
amendment  would  not  alter  the  substance  of  the 
bill,  he  hoped  that  no  Senator  would  object  toils 
reception. 

Mr.  BAYARD  said,  it  was  not  for  a  moment 
contemphtted  by  ihe  bill  to  estimate  the  value  of 
Pea  Patch  Island  as  public  property.'  Its  valoa 
in  1613  was  all  that  was  looked  for;  bat  althoagh 
he  did  not  think  the  amendment  at  all  re<iaiaito« 
yet  he  should  not  oppose  its  reception.  On  the 
contrary,  as  it  was  proposed,  he  would  recom- 
mend its  passing;  as,  if  rejected,  that  fact  weaM 
be  used  nereafUr  as  an  argument  against  tbs 
measure. 

Mr.  DAYTON  thought  the  amendment,  if  car- 
ried, would  effect  the  release  of  one  of  the  partieV. 
If  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  would  look 
into  the  construction  of  the  bill,  he  would  per- 
ceive that  it  was  scarcely  necessary  to  adopt  his 
amendment. 

Mr.  BAYARD  considered  the  Senator  from 
New  Jersey  mistaken  in  his  opinion  aa  to  the 
effects  the  amendment  would  have,  either  on  the 
bill  or  the  parlies  concerned.  Both  parties  agree 
to  go  before  a  tribunal  of  mutual  selection;  sod, 
once  before  that,  they  are  boand  by  its  decision. 
Until  a  reference  is  entered  into,  the  bill  goes  for 
nothing;  so  there  was  no  occasion  to  dread,  the 
release  of  one  party  by  the  amendment.  At  all 
events.  Government  cannot  lose,  being  protected 
by  the  agreement  filed  by  the  claimants  in  tbe 
War  Department. 

Mr.  BAGBY  was  satisfied  tbe  bill  onght  not  to 
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paaa.  The  principle  of  it  waa  TssUjr  and  funda- 
mentally wrong.  If  there  was  any  case  beyond 
another  that  should  be  decided  by  a  judiciary  tri- 
bunal, it  was  this.  He  would  not  then  go  into 
its  merits;  but  would  move  that  it  be  laid  on  the 
table,  to  be  called  up  to-morrow. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  on  the  table  till  to-mor- 
row. 

SURVEY  OF  RED  RIVER. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BARROW,  the  further  or- 
der* of  the  day  were  postponed  for  the  purpose 
.  or  taking  up  the  bill  (S.  No.  41)  making  an 
appropriation  of  |3,000  for  the  survey  of  ihe 
month  of  Red  river,  with  a  view  of  removing  the 
obstructions  to  its  navigation  in  connection  with 
the  Mississippi  river. 

The  bill  being  taken  up,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole, 

Mr.  BARROW  observed  that  he  felt  it  to  be 
hla  duty  to  explain  the  nature  of  the  propo<ition. 
Some  six  or  seven  years  since,  an  officer  in  the 
employment  of  the  QeneralQovcrnmcnt  (Captain 
Shreve)  caused  a  cut-off  to  be  made  below  the 
mouth  of  tlie  Red  river,  as  it  was  presumed,  un- 
der the  sanction  and  authority  of  the  Oovcrn- 
ment.    Since  that  lime,  the  waters  of  Red  river 
being  partly  diverted  throuzh  thai  cut-olT,  the 
current  which  flowed  through  the  regular  chan- 
nel into  the  Mississippi  had  been  so  diminished 
that  it  was  not  able,  as  formerly,  to  keep  the 
mouth  of  the  river  clear  from  deposits  of  roud 
and  send.    In  fact,  the  mouth  of  the  river,  before 
open  for  free  navigation  from  the  Mississippi  into 
Ked  river,  or  from  the  latter  into  the  former,  had 
been  filled  up  by  the  overflowing  of  the  Misas- 
•ippi  in  times  of  high  freshets,  and  by  a  conse- 
quent deposit  of  mud  and  sand,  forming  a  bar 
acroaa  the  mouth  of  Red  river.    For  a  consider- 
able portion  of  the  year,  boats  canno.t  pass  up  or 
down  the  mouth  of  Red  river,  the  channel  not 
oflTording  more  than  two  feet  of  water.    The  navi- 
gation is,  therefore,  destroyed  during  that  part 
of  the  year,  between  New  Orleans  and  the  upper 
part  of  Louisiana  and  Arkansas.    This  was  a 
matter  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  State  of 
I<ouisiana;  and  so  strongly  was  the  necessity 
impreaoed  on  the  Legislature  of  taking  immediate 
step*  for  arresting  the  evil,  thai  an  appropriation 
of  ^0,000  waa  made  for  providing  a  dredging 
macbine  to  remove  the  obstruction  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Red  river.   Whether  the  appropriation  had 
been  so  applied  or  not,  he  had  not  learned;  but 
mat*  be  was  that  the  expense  should  not  fall  on 
tbe  State  of  Louisiana;  for  it  was  of  the  utmost 
consequence  to  the  commerce  of  the  whole  Union, 
and  to  the  General  Government  itself,  thai  this 
improvement  should  be  made,  and  that  apeedilv, 
by  a  sufficient  appropriation  from  Consrese.    In 
iaet,  unless  something  effective  is  speedily  done, 
the  Red  river  will  be  no  longer  a  tributary  of  the 
Miasiseippi;  its  waters  will  flow  into  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico  through  the  Atchafalaya.    In  that  case 
avaat  amount  of  the  commerce  up  and  down  the 
Red  river,  through  the  Mississippi,  will  be  lost 
to  New  Orleans.   And  it  was  not  to  New  Orleans 
%loneit  waa  important  to  keep  open  this  commu- 
nication, but  to  the  General  Government;  because 
it  was  the  best  and  cheapest  mode  of  transport- 
ing supplies  to  the  foru  on  the  western  frontier, 
either  m  compliance  with  existing  Indian  treaties, 
or  for  the  purpose  of  sending  necessary  muni- 
tions of  war,  and  traiisporting  our  (roops  in  cases 
ot  emergency. 

It  it  suppoeed  by  man^  that  unless,  within 
twelve  months,  something  is  done,  the  Red  river 
will  oeaae  to  be  connectra  with  the  Mississippi 
river;  it  will  flow  down  the  Atchafalaya,  supposed 
to  have  been  originally  part  of  the  Red  river,  but 
believed  to  have  been,  by  the  caving  in  of  the 
Missiastppi  banks,  cut  in  twain.  A  verv  large 
portion  or  the  State  of  Louisiana  had  a oeepin- 
tcteat  in  the  connection  between  tbe  Red  river  and 
the  Misaiasippi;  and  he  had  the  authority  of  the 
eo^aeer  of  that  State  to  aay  that,  unless  some- 
tbing  waa  immediately  done  to  remove  tbe  ob- 
Btttoetioo,  the  eommonieation  between  the  two 
riven  woahl  entirely  cease.  He  had  charts  in  his 
deak  ahowiag  the  situation  of  the  rivers,  and  the 
direction  Red  river  is  taking  through  the  Atcha- 
fthtya,  which  any  Senator  that  pleased  might  ex- 
amine and  satiafy  himaelf  of  the  importonce  of 
tbe  survey  proposed.  It  was  partlcuhtrly  the  duty 
of  tktsGaTemmeat  to  appropriate  mean*  forfmr- 


poses  of  this  kind;  because,  independent  of  the 
national  character,  and  of  the  improvement  to  be 
made,  the  Government  had*  by  its  own  act, 
through  its  authorized  agent,  Captain  Shreve , 
caused  the  obstruction  now  sought  to  be  removed. 
Before  Captain  Shreve  made  uic  cut-off,  no  dif- 
ficulty of  navigation  existed,  because  the  whole 
current  of  the  Red  river  was  strong  enough  to 
keep  the  channel  at  the  mouth  clear  from  all  de- 
posits. The  cutoff  made  a  lake  as  large  in 
extent  aa  the  Mississippi  was  wide,  and  caused  a 
sheet  ofdead  water  where  a  rapid  current  should 
have  been  encouraged.  He  had  only  asked  for 
an  appropriation  of  (3,000,  to  make  the  survey 
trieccasary  for  suiisfying  Congress  whether  the  re- 
quired improvement  should  be  done  nr  not;  and, 
if  it  should,  wh«t  the  expense  would  be.  Had 
he  called  at  once  for  an  appropriation  of  (50,000 
to  do  the  work,  there  might  be  justexception  that 
no  proof  hnd  been  furiiiahed,  on  the  authority  of 
a  proper  otHcer  of  the  Government,  that  such  an 
appropriation  was  necessary.  His  purpose  was  to 
send  a  competent  engineer  of  the  Government  to 
moke  the  preliminary  survey  and  estimate  for 
full  information  before  he  called  for  ony  appro- 
priation to  carry  on  the  necessary  work.  It  was 
not  a  call  on  the  Government  to  make  a  large  ex- 
penditure in  ignorance  of  the  necessity  nr  ulti- 
mate cost  of  the  work.  It  might  be  said  the 
proper  officer  of  the  Government  could,  without 
tilts  bill,  have  the  survey  made.  He  did  not  know 
that  there  was  any  authority  for  doing  so  in  any 
of  the  Departments;  buthc  knew  very  well  there 
was  no  appropriation  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the 
survey;  and,  therefore,  it  would  not  be  made  un- 
less this  bill  was  pasaed.  It  waa  the  general  prac- 
tice of  the  Government  to  authorize  these  prelim- 
inary examinations;  and  not  to  conform  to  that 
practice,  would  be  good  grounds  for  objecting  to 
a  bill  making  direct  appropriation  for  proceeding 
with  the  work.  His  object  in  this  bill  was,  to 
put  Congress  in  the  possession  of  the  necessary 
information  to  enable  it  to  act  understandingly  on 
the  matter. 

Mr.  WALKER  hoped  the  bill  would  meet  no 
opposition.  Althou{;h  it  asks  for  an  appropria- 
tion of  only  (9,000,  it  is  a  bill  of  the  greatest  im- 
fortance  to  the  commerce  of  the  whole  Union, 
ts  object  is  to  have  a  careful  examination  made 
into  an  obstruction  of  commerce  which  every  nav- 
igator of  the  Mississippi  and  the  Red  river  unite 
in  representing  as  fatal  to  the  connection  between 
the  two  rivers.  All  these  navigators  concur  in 
staling  that,  unless  something  is  done  speedily, 
that  connection  will  be  entirely  cut  off.  This  is 
a  matter  which  concerns  the  whole  Union;  not 
merely  as  regards  the  convenience  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government  for  transporting  its  mupiiions  of 
war  to  forts  on  the  western  frontier,  or  supplies 
ill  compliance  with  Indian  contracts,  but,  what  is 
vastly  more  important,  as  regards  the  commerce 
of  the  country  at  large.  The  navigation  of  the 
Red  river,  through  the  Mississippi,  was  import- 
ant to  Pittsburg;  and,  uccndiiig  the  Alleghany 
river,  (originally  set  down  in  old  English  maps  as 
the  Upper  Ohio,  w^ich  it  ought  now  to  be  called,) 
it  brought  the  commerceof  New  York  in  connec- 
tion with  the  whole  country  watered  by  the  Red 
river  and  its  tributaries.  Now,  if  the  oGstruction 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Red  river  is  to  be  allowed  to 
cut  off  all  navigation  from  the  Mississippi,  it 
must  be  plain  that  a  complete  stop  will  be  put  to 
this  commerce  with  the  Red  river  country,  from 
New  York,  Pittsburg,  and  all  the  towns  and  coun- 
try having  navigable  access  to  the  Mississippi. 
The  obstacle  having  been  put  there  by  tbe  act  of 
the  officer  in  the  employment  of  the  Government, 
it  was  incunvbent  on  the  Government  to  remove 
it.  This  survey  would  be  of  great  importance; 
because,  with  regard  to  the  mere  removal  of  the 
bar  at  the  mouth  of  the  Red  river,  upon  proper 
examination  by  a  competent  engineer,  it  might 
tarn  out  that  the  removal  of  that  oMtacle  was  not, 
under  existing  circumstances,  the  best  mode  of 
restoring  the  navigable  intercommunication  be- 
tween the  rivers.  He  imagined  that  it  would  be 
found  that  there  waa  another  place  where  the  con- 
nection could  be  better  effected,  by  opening  np  a 
bayou  above  tbe  moutb  of  the  Red  river,  not 
more  than  three  or  four  miles  in  length.  It  was 
his  opinion  that  the  channel  should  be  brought 
through  that  bayou,  it  was  desirable  thata  com- 
petent engineer  should  examine  and  report  upon 
the  beat  ^an  of  effecting  the  object  in  view.   He 


hoped,  therefore,  that  this  appropriation  of(2;000 
for  that  purpose  would  be  made  without  opposi- 
tion. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  back  to  the  Senate, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third 
time. 

Mr.  BARROW  hoped,  as  no  objection  was 
likely  to  be  made,  that  the  bill  would  now  be 
read  n  third  time. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER  remarked  that  it 
hod  to  be  engrossed  yet. 

Mr.  RATLS  moved  to  postpone  the  general 
ordi-rs,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  bill  pro- 
viding for  compensation  to  pension  a^nt*. 

Mr.  KING  objected  to  the  practice  of  post- 
poning the  general  orders.  By  going  througn  the 
Calendar  regularly,  every  bill  would  come  up  in 
its  proper  order,  quite  time  enough,  without  the 
interruptions  consequent  upon  making  motions 
of  this  kind.  ^ 

Mr.  BATES  remarked  that  it  was  because  he 
did  not  see  any  business  of  more  importance 
coming  forward  that  he  had  called  for  the  bill 
making  compensation  for  pension  agents.  Ho  < 
had  no  ilisposiiion  to  press  the  matter  out  of  ita 
regular  order,  aild  would  therefore  recall  his  mo- 
tion to  take  up  the  bill. 

Some  matters  which  came  up  as  special  ordera 
were  passed  over  informally;  and  then 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER  took  up  several 
adverse  reports  of  standing  committees  on  private 
claims;  which  were  concurred  in  by  the  Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TAPPAN,  the  Senate— by 
a  vote  of  ayes  19,  noes  18 — adjourned. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES, 
WcDKESDAT,  FArwtry  14,  1844. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved . 
PETITIONS,  ETC. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Pennsylvania,  presented  the 
memprlnl  and  proceedings  of  a  public  meeting  of 
tbe  citizens  of  Havre  de  Grace,  Maryland,  signed 
by  W.  L.  Nicoll,  W.  H.  Morris,  Esq.,  and 
others,  appointed  on  behalf  of  said  meeting,  ask- 
ing for  an  appropriation  to  improve  the  channel 
of  llie  Susquehanna  river,  at  the  head  of  the 
Chesapeake  bay,  accompanied  with  a  report  of 
Mr.  Hughes,  United  Stales  civil  engineer,  made 
in  June,  1837,  and  other  papers  relating  thereto. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  presented  the  petition  of 
James  F.  Hunter  and  qpe  hundred  and  forty-five 
others,  of  Norfolk,  asking  a  modification  of  the 
existing  tariff  in  relation  to  postages,  &c. ;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  PARMENTER  presented  the  petition  of 
Richard  Morris  and  eighty-eight  others,  citizens 
of  Philadelphia,  for  a  renewal  of  the  naval  pen- 
sion laws.  Also,  Ihe  petition  of  Catharine  Drink- 
er, for  a  naval  pension.  Also,  the  petition  of 
William  Spciden,  for  payment  of  purser's  stores 
lost  in  the  Peacock  sloop^of-war;  which  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Foster  Henshaw  and  Wil- 
liam A.  Shepanl,  for  additional  allowance  to  the 
militia  of  the  Revolution. 

Mr.  KING,  of  New  York,  presented  a  petition 
of  shipmasters  and  merchanu,  for  an  appropria- 
tion to  Robert  Huguenin,  for  his  chart  of  Lake 
Erie,  and  to  enable  him  to  complete  the  same. 

Also,  a  petition  of  inhabitants  of  Potsdam, 
New  York,  to  abridge  the  franking  privilege,  and 
reduce  the  rates  of  postage. 

Mr.  FOSTER  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Reed  and  ninety-nine  others,  citizens  of  West- 
moreland county,  Pennsylvania,  remonstrating 
against  any  reduction  of  the  duty  on  salt;  also, 
of  OarfQtt  Cruson  and  eighty-one  others,  a^nst 
any  reduction *of  the  duty  on  salt;  also,  of  John 
B.  Tarr  and  thirty-eight  others,  against  any  re- 
duction of  the  duty  on  salt;  also,  of  John  Poinlee 
and  forty-four  others,  'against  any  reduction  of 
the  duty  on  salt;  also,  of  JteseKilgore  and  thirty- 
three  others,^ainstanyreductionof  the  duty  on 
salt;  also,  of  E.  Cowan  and  twenty-eight  others, 
against  any  reduction  of  the  duty  on  salt;  also, 
of  Alexander  Kilgore  and  forty-one  others,  against 
any  reduction  of  the  duty  on  salt;  which  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  AT  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  FICKLIN  preaented  the  memorialof  John 
May  and  eighty-five  others,  citizens  of  Richland 
eounty,  Illinois,  aaking  a  grant  of  land  to  cem- 
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plete  the  national  thoroughfare  between  the  lakes 
and  the  Ohio,  by  the  improvement  of  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  Waboah, 

Also,  the  memorial  of  James  Kusman  and  for- 
ty others,  citizens  of  Lawrence  county,  Illinois, 
upon  the  same  subject. 

Mr.  SAMPLE  presented  the  petition  of  John 
D.  Ross  and  fifly-siz  others,  citizens  of  Porter 
county,  Indiana,  praying  a  reduction  of  the  rates 
of  postage,  and  the  abolition  of  the  franking  priv- 
ilege. 

Also,  the  petition  of  William  M.  Tatman  and 
ninety-two  others,  citizens  of  Jasper  county,  In-, 
diana,  praying  the  establishment  of  a  mail  route 
from  Lafayette,  Indiana,  via  Rensselaer,  Pleasant 
Grove,  and  Rev.  John  Jones's,  to  Valparaiso,  in 
Porter  county. 

Mr.  CATLIN  presented  the  memorial  of  Ben- 
jamin Brown  and  one  hundred  and  ninety-four 
others,  citizens  ofigConnecticut,  praying  for  the 
construction  of  certain  buoys  and  spmdies  in 
Long  Island  sound;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 
,  Mr.  BURKE  presentrd  the  petition  of  Otis 
Bardwell  and  others,  citizens  of  Walpole,  New 
Hampshire,  praying  Congress  to  remit  the  duties 
on  iron  which  may  be  imported  fur  the  use  of  the 
Fitchbarg  railroad,  or  for  any  extension  or  con- 
tinuation thereof. 

Mr.  C.  M.  REED  presented  the  petition  of 
Richard  Shippcn  and  seventy-four  citizens  of 
Clarion  county,  Pennsylvania,  asking  a  reduction 
in  the  rates  of  letter  postage;  toHllow  newspapers 
to  be  carried  by  mail,  free,  in  the  county  in  which  , 
they  are  published;  and  lu  ulic-r  the  rates  of  post-  ! 
age  on  newspapers  and  paniphlvls,  so  as  to  uiukc  I 
them  more  equal  and  just. 

■  Mr.  DAVIS,  of  liidiitiia,  presented  the  petition  i 
of  James  Kennedy  niut  thirty-nine  others,  citizens  I 
of  Daviess  county,  Indiunii,  nskin'radmintion  nf  I 
land  to  assist  in  completing  the  Wnbnsli  nml  Erie  [ 
canal  to  the  Ohio  river.  Also, nf  Williiim  CiilTvy, 
and  forty-nine  others,  citizens  nf  Daviess  county, 
praying  the  same  object. 

Also,  the  petition  of  John  Underwood  and  fjIVy-  | 
three  others,  citizens  nf  Knox  cnuniy,  Indiiinn,  j 
asking  a  donaiinii  nf  land  to  improve  the  nuv  Igu-  i 
tion  of  the  Wnbn.<<h  river.  i 

Mr.  YOST  presented  resolutionsof  the  Lc:;i:j|:i- 
ture  of  Pcnnsylvuniu,  requcstiui;   llic  fjenainrfl 
and  Representatives  of  ilial  Sutte  in  Cnii>;re88  tn  ; 
use  their  influence  to  procure  an  u|iprnpriution  for  : 
the  completion  of  the  liitibor  at  Erie.  i 

Mr.  MORRIS,  of  PciuTsylvanm,  presented  five  ! 
petitions,  numerously  signed  l>y  eiiizens  of  Phil-  ' 
adelphia,  praying  Congress  to  grunt  un  upprupri-  I 
otion  fora  dry-dock  ut  the  nuvy-yard  ut  tliut  port.  ! 

Mr.  BUPFlNCiTON  presented  the  petiiinn  nf  j 
Daniel  Hill  and  oneliuiidrcd  and  fiveutheis,  citi-  i 
zensof  Armstrong,  Indiana,  We8tniorclaiid,aiid  i 
Alleghany  counties,  Peniisylvnjiia,  praying  an  i 
increase  of  the  duty  on  s<dt,  &c.;  the  petition  o( 
Daniel  Jordon  and  eighty  others,  of  siinilnr  im-  ; 
port;  the  petition  of  .1.  Noble  i\esbctt  and  one  j 
nuniired  and  firty-scvcii  others,  of  similar  import;  I 
the  petition  of  Willium  C.  May  and  seventy-six  ; 
others,  of  similar  import;  the  petition  of  Edward  < 
Carlton  and  sixty-two  others,  of  similar  import;  I 
the  petition  of  William  Painter  and  one  hundred  I 
and  twenty-seven  others,  of  similar  import;  the  ' 
petition  of  William  Mansfield  and  seventy-four  , 
others, ofsimilur  import;  and  the  petition  oflsracl  . 
Hill,  and  eighty-eight  others  of  similar  import,  i 

GENERAL  TICKET  ELGCTI.ONS. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  the  order  nf  the  | 
day  to  be  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Elec-  I 
tions.  ! 

Mr.  DOUGLAS,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  I 
rose  and  said,  in  consequence  of  the  peculiar  po-  I 
sition  which  he  occupied  on  this  qoesiinn,  it  was 
to  be  expected  of  him  that  he  sliouid  say  some- ' 
thine,  in  the  conclusion  of  this  debate,  in  defense 
of  the  report  which  he  had  the  honor  to  make,' 
under  the  direction  of  tl>e  Committee  of  Elections, 
against  the  assaults  which  had  been  made  upon 
it  in  many  speeches  on  this  floor  by  various  gen- 
tlemen, it  could  not,  however,  be  expected  inat, 
in  the  short  time  of  one  hour  allotlea  to  him  by 
the  rules  of  the  House,  he  could  answer  all  the 
objections  that  bad  b<Rn  made  in  some  fifteen 
hours  upon  the  same  question.  It  had  been  often 
said  that  it  was  easier  to  make  an  objection  in  a 
given  time  than  to  answer  it  in  that  time  three 


times  multiplied;  and,  therefore,  in  the  course  of 
his  argument  which  he  proposeil  now  to  submit, 
he  should  proceed  Xo  answer  those  positions  which 
have  been  assumed  by  gentlemen,  upon  which 
the  other  side  of  the  House  seemed  to  place  the 
greatest  reliance.  Before  proceeding,  however, 
to  the  main  question,  ha  trusted  he  snould  be  in- 
dulged in  a  few  remarks  on  the  course  which  this 
delmte  has  taken.  They  had  been  charged  (with 
a  boldness  and  an  assurance  which  seemed  to  leave 
the  impression  that  the  gentlemen  making  the 
charge  were  sincere)  with  having  political  motives 
and  political  considerations  and  designs  in  the 
decision  of  this  question.  That  was  a  serious 
charge  to  be  made  by  any  member  on  this  floor 
against  the  majority  in  this  House;  and  one 
which,  if  true,  be  would  say  for  himself,  ought 
to  brand  infamy  on  the  man  who  was  capable  of 
coming  there  to  decide  this  question  as  a  judge, 
and  then  should  decide  that  question  according  to 
his  politics,  and  notoccording  to  the  Constitution; 
and,  if  such  n  grave  charge  had  been  made  un- 
justly, without  reason  or  prelext,  let  the  infamy 
of  making  the  charge  rest  with  ilinsc  who  made 
it, and  recklessly  brought  it  forward  in  this  House. 
When  did  politics  become  introduced  into  this 
discussion  in  a  tangible  and  fif  he  might  be  al- 
lowed the  expression)  nn  authoritative  manner? 
This  House  passed  a  resolution  directing  the 
Committee  of  Elections  to  inquire  whether  all  the 
members  on  this  floor  had  been  legally  and  con- 
stitutionally elected:  the  Committee  of  Elections 
look  up  that  resolution  and  ascertained  the  facts, 
and  directed  one  of  their  number  to  draw  up  a 
report  in  obedience  (o  the  resolution  of  the  House. 
The  author  of  that  report  did  not  deem  himself 
at  liberty  to  refer  to  politics,  or  to  make  an  appeal 
to  passions,  or  to  prejudice,  or  to  any  other  con- 
sideration inconsistent  with  his  duty  as  an  honest, 
impartial,  and  conscientious  judge  in  the  case. 
He  liiiddiiwn  nn  rule  for  the  other  members;  but 
for  himself,  he  did  not  consider  such  a  course 
consistent  with  his  duty,  and  hence  the  House 
fiKiiid  no  allusion  in  that  report  to  polities,  or  to 
any  other  subject  than  that  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee by  the  House.  In  order  to  show  how  it 
was  that  politics,  passions,  and  demagogism  were 
drawn  into  the  debate,  he  proposed  to  read  an 
extract  from  the  minority  report.  The  minority 
nf  the  Committee  of  Elections  came  into  this 
House  and  asked  leave  to  make  a  report.  They 
took  twrfor  ibreedays  to  answer  the  report  of  the 
majority  of  the  aommittee,  and  they  then  pre- 
sented the  document  from  which  he  proposed  to 
read  an  extract: 

"  VVecouldnnieontcinplalethcHottWofncpreimitntiveii 
HftMUllini;  1111(1  (Ifctiiriiis  a  taw  nrCoii(ErtiA«  tn  tie  void  and 
(if  HO  ell'ecl,  witlinut  tlic  iiinsl  gleoiiiy  fureboditiss.  Ttie 
cnte  wllicll  would  auUiorize  bucIi  an  inlcrpodition  mUHl  tic 
na|[iiiiiu«  indeed  ;  but  ilie  Aniiricna  people  mislit  readily 
ticiieve  that  llie  iialliflcalion  of  tliis  Inw  by  tile  present 
llou^e  may  lie  porteiitnuti  of  many  sacli  asssntn/  ciucm. 
Il'lliifl  iircnl,  wise,  just,  and  ttaiiiuiry  measure  is  tbiis  lo  bo 
struck  down,  wi.al  power  cail  smy  tlie  same  arm,  wlien  in 
llio  course  ot'ttie  sucettssive  ri;«o  and  fall  oi*  puriies,  il  may 
aim  blows  at  other  laws  equally  obnoxious  to  a  At^riH^, 
ddiniiiaat,  and  unscnipuious  faction  of  a  day?  it  is  true 
Itie  llousi^  irtnotlhe  tribunal  which  isHo  passoa  the  validity 
of  many  law.4 ;  tiul,  with  all  the  elements  nf  opposition  and 
resistance  tlial  perpetually  exist  to  those  the  most  whotu- 
sOQie,  none  can  have  their  proper  moral  force,  and  all  may 
be  defied,  when  rile  popular  bntneh  nf  the  law  making 
|iow«r  deseenites  iftelf  by  joining  a  league  for  their  subver- 
sion. What  a  fearful  (i|iciiing  would  such  a  stale  of  thinf;s 
make  4br  able  and  reckless  demagogues — for  profligate  and 
desperate  laethm.^ !  How  distinctly  would  it  mark  the  cor- 
ruptions of  p«iliiies,  the  decay  of  national  iiiornis,  and  the 
imiH-ndin:  dissolution  of  our  insiiiuiions !  Our  abiding 
trust  is  ihat  the  people  will  arouse,  throw  their  betrayers 
frnni  them  as  •the  lion  shakes  the  dew-dmps  from  his 
mane,'  and  snaicli  the  Govcniineiit  and  country  froai  this 
hopeless  abyss," 

He  wished  to  observe  that  the  word  "  outuncit" 
was  italicized  by  the  committee. 

Now,  was  not  that  an  admirable  constitutional 
argument,  addressed  to  a  constitutional  court,  to 
enable  that  court  to  decide,  under  oath,  upon  the 
validity  of  a  law  of  the  land;  and  more  especially 
when  It  depended  on  that  decision,  whether  four 
independeit  sovereign  States  of  this  Union  should 
be  disfranchised,  and  their  Representatives  sent 
from  this  Hall,and  theirseats  on  this  floor  vacated? 
Admirable  constitutional  argument !  Who  could 
believe  that  such  language  would  be  urged  as  a 
legal  dis|ias8ionaie  reason  on  such  a  subject? 
Yes,  "  daring  dominant,  and  unscrupulous  fac- 
tion of  a  day" — able  and  reckless  demagogues" 
— "  profligate  and  desperate  factions" — is  the 
language  used  iu  this  report ;  but  it  further  charged 


on  this  body  its  "  desecration"  by  joining  a 
league"  for  the  "subversion"  of  laws.  Such 
was  the  language  used  by  the  members  of  a  party 
who  came  into  this  House,  and  with  sanctimoni- 
ous and  puritanical  faces  charged  on  the  majority 
the  conduct  he  had  described — with,  in  short, 
permitting  improper  considerations  to  influence 
them,  and  to  bear  on  questions  which  came  before 
them  for  decision. 

Such  a  charge  came  with  a  very  bad  grace  from 
men  who  had  penned  and  produced  in  that  House 
a  document  which  had  never  been  equaled  byanv 
which  the  most  desperate  demagogues  ever  ad- 
dressed to  the  most  unscrupulous  faction  which 
had  ever  combined  to  overthrow  the  liberties  of 
a  country,  and  lo  betray  the  rights  of  the  pecmle. 
This  might  be  harsh  language;  it  wosiiothis  lan- 
guage only,  and  it  was  good  enough  for  those 
who  were  ready  to  desecrate  this  House  by  their 
acts.  Ho  must  be  allowed  to  trace  his  subject  a 
little  further.  The  member  from  New  York,  (Mr. 
Barnard,]  when  a  motion  was  made  to  take  the 
question  out  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, oad 
bring  it  into  the  House,  where,  as  the  able  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  himself  acknowledged, 
according  to  parliamentary  usage,  it  could  be  most 
appropriately  decided — the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  when  this  motion  wiu  made,  declared  that 
he  knew  enough  of  the  character  of  the  majority 
on  this  floor  to  know  what  it  meant;  that  its  ob- 
ject was  to  suppress  and  smother  debate.  When 
did  that  gentleman  learn  enough  of  the  character 
of  the  majority  of  this  House  to  authorize  him  U> 
make  such  a  declaration  ?  The  gentleman  never 
eot  that  idea  from  any  other  source  than  his  owa 
i^iaeginntion.  He  thought  perhaps  that  he  saw 
the  same  motives  which  governed  his  own  con- 
duct; and  if  it  were  tcue  that  the  same  motives 
did  actuate  tliem,  he  was  fully  authorized  to  come 
to  the  conclusion  he  bad.  And  suppose  the  ma- 
jority had  intended  to  stifle  debate:  what  right 
hadthateeiitleman  tn  complain  ?  Did  henotcome 
into  the  Housi?  at  the  opening  of  the  session  tvitb 
a  paper,  signed  by  himself  and  forty-nine  olbsrs, 
in  which  he  pledged  himself  to  decide,  right  or 
wrong,  against  the  right  of  the  members  from 
four  Slates  of  this  Union  to  hold  their  seats  upoo 
that  floor,  and  endeavor  to  procure  the  insertion 
of  this  document  upon  the  records  of  the  House? 
What  did  the  gentleman  want  with  debate?  If 
they  were  to  debate  the  question  until  doomsday, 
anil  convince  every  man's  conscience,  yet  thsl 
gentleman  was  not  at  liberty  to  decide  according 
to  bis  conscience,  because  he  had  pledged  himsen 
to  decide  in  a  particular  manner.  What  wouM 
be  thought  of  a  judge,  who,  liefore  taking  his  seat 
upon  the  bench  to  try  a  case  between  man  sod 
man,  would  sign  a  pledge,  before  hearing  the  eri- 
deiice,  tn  decide  the  case  in  a  particular  manner? 
The  same  opinion  which  they  would  have  in  ref- 
erence to  the  judge,  they  necessarily  entertain  in 
reference  to  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  who 
had  pledged  himself  in  advance  not  to  decide  the 
question  according  to  his  conscience,  but  to  keep 
warring  until  hb  turns  these  members  oiit  of  tbeir 
seals.  Under  these  circumstances,  with  wbsl 
grace  could  the  gentleman  come  forwaTd,aad  leV 
the  majority  of  that  House  that  they  ought  not 
to  permit  party  considerations  to  operate  upon' 
this  question,  while,  at  the  some  time,  by  the  re- 
ports and  speeches  made  by  himself,  and  those 
who  act  with  him,  the  most  inflammatory  appeals 
were  made  to  the  passiond,  in  order  that  they 
might  have  an  effect  upon  the  presidential  elec- 
tion— in  order  to  moke  party  capital,  and  produce 
political  eflect  ? 

Much  had  been  said  about  the  policy  of  the 
law;  almost  every  member  who  haii  spoken  on 
that  side  of  the  question  had  talki^  about  the  pol- 
icy of  the  law;  but  upon  a  judicial  question  like 
this,  what  had  the  policy  of  the  law  to  with  it? 
That,  too,  was  drawn  in  for  the  purpose  of  dem- 
agogism. In  relation  to  the  policy  of  thi  law, 
he  Bad  only  one  word  to  say.  tie  was  one  of 
those  who,  in  his  own  State,  bad  advocated  the 
establishment  of  the  distriA  system  by  tbe  only 
power  authorized  under  the  Constitution  to  estab- 
lish it.  When  they  came  to  the  question  whether 
members  should  be  elected  by  districts  or  bjgen- 
eral  ticket,  he  did  not  yield  to  any  one  to  the 
warmth  and  zeal  with  which  he  should  advocate 
the  former;  but  this  was  not  the  question  to  be 
determined.  On  the  contrary,  it  was  a  question 
as  to  whether  the  district  nystem  had  been  eattb- 
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lished  by  a  power  aathorized  to  eatabliah  it  by 
tbe  Constitution  of  this  country?  That  was  the 
question. 

But  gentlemen  asserted  that,  unless  this  act 
was  sustained,  the  large  States  would  be  forced 
into~the  adoption  of  the  generalHicket  system, 
and  we  should  have  that  system  fixed  upon  the 
country.  Let  us  see  whether  this  will  be  the  case 
OY  not.  Had  gentlemen  read  the  history  of  this 
country  i  Did  they  not  know  that,  until  a  little 
over  a  year  ago,  there  was  no  law  requiring  tbe 
States  to  be  districted }  Yet,  when  this  law  was 
passed,  there  was  a  smaller  portion  of  the  mem- 
oera  of  that  House  elected  by  general  ticket  than 
there  was  at  the  time  of  tbe  adoption  of  the  Con- 
stitution. The  large  States  adopted  the  district 
•ysiem — not  under  this  law,  not  in  obedience  to 
this  law,  but  of  their  own  free  will  and  choice,  as 
they  had  a  right  to  do.  Did  not  the  gentleman 
know  that  this  law  had  not  the  effect  of  prevent- 
ing New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Virginia, and  Ohio, 
from  resorting  to  the  general-ticket  system,  if 
they  had  desired  to  do  it?  Still,  this  bugbisar 
was  conjured  up  to  operate,  not  on  that  House, 
but  on  the  country. 

But  there  was  another  consideration.  It  had 
been  stated  so  many  limes  on  that  floor  that  prob- 
ably some  might  believe  it,  that  twenty-two  Slates 
of  this  Union  had  been  districted  in  obedience  to 
the  act  of  Congress.  Was  it  so  ?  The  gentleman 
from  New  York  had  told  them  that  the  State  of 
Nev  York  was  districted  in  obedience  to  the  law 
of  Congress.  But  what  was  the  fact?  Being  a 
member  from  that  State,  and  living  at  the  seat  of 
eovernment,the  gentleman  might  be  supposed  to 
know.  The  very  Legislature  whicli  passed  the 
law  districting  the  State,  passed,  also,  a  resolu- 
tion protesting  against  ths  validity  of  the  act  of 
Congress,  and  declaring  that  they  did  notdistrict 
the  Slate  in  obedience  to  that  act;  and  yet  the 
gentleman  came  forward  and  gave  the  lie  direct  to 
the  record  of  his  owA  Slate  Legislature. 

Mr.  BARNARD  rose  for  tbe  purpose  of  ex- 
plaining. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  refused  to  yield  the  floor.  The 
privileee  of  explanation  had  been  refused  him 
yesterday  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  and 
he  would  now  thank  the  gentleman  to  wait  until 
be  had  done. 

Nearly  two  thirds  of  all  the  States  stood  upon 
the  same  footing  as  the  State  of  New  York.  His 
own  Slate  (Illinois)  first  passed  a  resolution  de- 
eiaring  that  the  law  of  Congress  was  invalid,  in- 
operatrve,  and  not  binding  upon  the  States;  that 
it  was  a  political  trick  of  a  desperate  party  to  per- 
petuate its  own  power  in  defiance  of  the  will  of 
the  people.  After  doing  this,  the  Legislature  dis- 
tricted the  State  according  to  their  own  wishes, 
■od  not  in  obedience  to  the  law.  The  State  of 
Ohio  did  the  same  thing.  A  majority  of  the  States 
of  the  Union  did  this;  yet  the  gKnileman  from 
New  York  told  the  House  that  they  did  it  in  obe- 
dience to  the  law.  Thegi.-7illeman  wanted  to con- 
troTcrt  the  statement  of  the  genilemao  from  Vir- 

fpnia,  that  New  York  had  the  district  system  in 
oree  before  the  passage  of  the  act  of  Congress; 
and  when  the  gentlemart  from  Virginia  brought 
the  q^uestion  home  to  him,  he  snpakcd  from  this 
'position,  and  said  he  placed  the  whole  force  of  his 
denial  m  the  word  "  single" — he  skulked  under 
the  word  "single."  He  hoped  now  the  genile- 
man  from  New  York  was  sittisficd  with  his  aii- 
awer  to  this  twice-repealed  question. 
Mr.  BARNARD.  Perfectly,  perfectly. 
Mr.  DOUGLAS  said  there  was  another  argu- 
ment which  he  would  notice,  regarding  the  ben- 
efits to  be  derived  from  the  enactment  of  this  law 
of  Congress.  They  were  told  that  the  object  of 
inserting  the  clause  in  the  Constitution,  which 
confers  upon  Congress  the  power  of  making  or 
altering  the  regulations  concerning  elections,  was 
to  produce  uniformity.  Bui  it  was  equally  im- 
portant that  there  should  be  uiiiformhy  in  other 
respects  as  well  as  in  respect  to  (he  qualifications 
of  members.  It  was  equally  important  that  there 
should  be  uniformity  in  respect  to  the  qualifica- 
tion of  voters — whether  they  should  be  citizens 
or  aliens,  whites  or  blacks;  whether  they  should 
possess  property,  and  so  on;  whether  the  Gov- 
ernment should  be  an  aristocracy  ora  democracy. 
Were  not  these  considerations  of  equal  import- 
ance in  regard  to  uniformity  as  this  one  little 
iteminrclationtodistricts?  Butihere  wasanother 
point.    In  a  majority  of  the  Stiites,  a  mere  plu- 


rality, less  than  a  majority  of  the  whole  number 
of  voters,  could  elect  members  to  Congress;  and 
a  large  portion  of  the  members  of  that  House 
came  there,  consequently,  elected  by  a  min<#ity 
of  the  State,  while  the  New  England  States  re- 
quired a  majority  of  the  whole  number.  Was 
not  uniformity  in  this  respect  equally  essential? 
Was  it  not  an  important  consideration  whether 
members  should  come  to  that  House  elected  by  n 
majority  or  by  a  minority  of  the  votes  of  their 
Stale?  But,  under  the  Constitution,  the  qualifi- 
cation of  voters  was  to  be  fixed  by  the  Stales. 
Congress  had  no  power  over  the  subject.  So  it 
would  be  seen  that  by  this  hi^h-handed  nullifica- 
tion Congress  was  stripping  tne  States  at  once  of 
a  right  which  was  guarantied  to  them  by  the 
Constitution.  He  had  thought  that  gentlemen 
who  kept  talking  so  much  about  nullification,  had 
determined  nullification  to  be  resistance  on  the 
part  of  (hose  who  had  no  right  to  resist  a  law 
which  was  authorized  by  the  Constitution.  He 
never  supposed  nullification  to  be  the  declaring  a 
law  void,  by  a  tribunal  which  was  expressly  em- 
powered to  declare  it  void.  Would  eenlfemen 
charge  the  Supieroe  Court  with  nullincation,  in 
ease  Ihey  decided  that  a  law  of  Congress  was. 
invalid?  Now  apply  this  principle  to  the  States. 
The  Constitution  provided  that  that  House  should 
be  tbe  juoge  of  the  qualification  and  return  of  its 
members.  The  House  was  made  the  constitu- 
tional tribunal,  the  only  tribunal  authorized  to 
decide  upon  the  constitutionality  of  the  law;  the 
Supreme  Court  had  no  jurisdiction  over  the  sub- 
ject; the  State  courts  had  none;  and  if  the  doc- 
trine should  prevail  that  tbe  House  had  not  this 
power.  Congress  mieht  go  on  asserting  power 
after  power,  and  ultimately  revolutionize  the 
whole  system  of  government,  and  there  would 
be  no  power  on  earth  authorized  to  declare  their 
acts  void,  and  to  bring  the  Government  back  to  its 
original  principles.  He  wanted  to  test  this  doc- 
trine a  little  further.  It  was  said  this  House 
could  not  declare  an  act  void  which  had  been 
made  by  the  law-making  power.  Well,  his  friend 
before  him  had  been  elected  under  a  law  passed 
by  the  law-making  power.  The  laws  of  New 
Hampshire,  Georgia,  Mississippi,  and  Missouri, 
relating  to  elections,  had  been  parsed  by  a  law- 
making power;  and  he  asked  by  what  authority 
could  Congress  declare  the  law  of  four  sovereign 
States  void,  and  annihilate  their  repres«niation  ? 
Their  election  had  been  held  in  pursuance  of  (heir 
own  law.  If  the  gentleman's  own  doctrine  were 
true,  then  they  were  nullifiers. 

Bui  to  return  to  the  question  as  to  what  the 
framers  of  the  Constitution  actually  meant  when 
they  inserted  that  clause  in  the  Constitution. 
The  debates  of  the  convention  clearly  siiowed 
that  they  who  framed  the  Constitution,  and  Ihey 
who  interpreted  it  and  ratified  it,  meant  that  the 
power  of  Congress  over  the  elections  should  be 
exercised  onlt  in  the  event  of  the  Slates  refusing 
to  legislate  upon  the  subject,  or  legislating  in  such 
a  manner  as  in  submit  the  rights  of  the  people  to 
an  unfair  representation.  There  could  be  no 
question  or  dispute  upon  this  point.  The  report 
of  the  mnjoritv  of  the  committee  admitted  thai  a 
majority  of  all  the  States  of  the  Union  protested 
against  the  exercise  of  this  power  except  upon 
the  happening  of  the  contingency  to  which  he 
had  referred.  As  to  the  intention  of  the  framers 
of  the  Constitution  upon  this  point,  there  could 
be  no  doubt. 

But  passing  from  this,  he  desired  for  amnmept 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  question 
whether  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  pos- 
sessed the  power  to  make  districts  themselves,  or 
not?  He  bad  omitted,  in  the  report,  to  express 
an 'opinion  upon  this  subject,  for  the  reason  that 
it  was  Itot  necessary  to  a  decision  of  the  question 
before  the  House,  and  would  bring  up  a  false 
issue.  And  it  was  said  by  gentlemen  in  debate, 
that,  by  omitting  that  point,  the  committee  must 
be  presumed  to  nave  admitted  it.  He  was  driven, 
therefore,  to  the  examination  of  a  question  which 
at  first  he  thought  uone'-essary  to  be  touched/ 
He,  for  one,  affirmed  that  Congress  had  no  power 
to  district  the  States.  And  why?  They  were 
told  the  phrase  "  make  or  alter  the  regulations  of 
the  Stales  "included  everything.  He  denied  this 
position.  It  did  include  the  qualifications  of 
voters.  Ildid  not  include  the  qualification  of  voters 
in  respect  to  residence.  Congress  had  no  power 
over  anything  which  related  to  the  qualification 


of  voters  for  members  of  the  Federal  Legislature. 
It  had  been  heretofore  decided  by  the  House,  in 
contested  cases,  ihat  residence  was  a  material 
■  qualification  of  members  of  Congress;  and  inas- 
much as  the  Constitution  itself  had  prescribed 
the  qualification  of  members,  a  law  declaring  that 
members  should  reside  ina  pai'ticularcounty  was 
void,  because  it  prescribed  a  material  qualifica- 
tion. Apply  this  to  voters.  If  il  were  a  neces- 
sary qualification  for  members,  it  was  so  for 
voters;  and  if  the  law-making  power  had  no 
oulhority  to  fix  the  residence  and  other  qualifica- 
tions of'  members  of  Congress,  (hey  had  no 
authority  to  prescribe  residence  as  a  qualification 
for  voters.  This  power  was  expressly  reserved 
to  the  States.  Hence  it  appeared  that  Congress 
had  no  power  to  declare  that  a  man  residing  in 
one  county  should  not  vote  for  a  member  residing 
in  another  county. 

It  affects  the  qualification  of  voters;  and  the 
Stales  may  do  it,  though  Congress  cannot — for- 
the  Constitution  says  that  it  shall  not.  That  was 
the  reason  why  he  said  that  the  Word  "  manner" 
did  not  include  everything.  But  one  word  as  to 
the  power  of  Congress  to  district  the  Stales.  He 
wanted  to  test  it.  If  Congress  had  that  power, 
it  had  also  the  power  to  establish  the  general- 
ticket  system.  If  you  have  the  power  to  order 
the  Stales  to  district  themselves,  you  have  the 
power  to  order  them  lo  abolish  the  district  system, 
and  establish  the  general-ticket  system.  Were 
gentlemen  prepared  to  arrogate  to  Congress  that 
power?  I  deny  that  Congress  has  the  power  to 
compel  my  State  to  abolish  the  district  system, 
and  establish  the  general-ticket  or  any  other  sys- 
tem; that  is  one  of  our  reserved  rights;  and  if 
vou  pass  such  an  act,  we  will  pass  such  a  reso- 
lution as  we  have  already  doije,  declaring  that 
your  law  is  unconstitutional  and  void.  One  gen- 
tleman said  lastnight  that  Congress  could  borrow 
the  power  from  tjie  States  to  carry  out  its  legis- 
lation; that  is,  that  Congress  could,  in  the  first 
place,  exercise  and  exhaust  all  its  own  powers, 
and  then  barrow  power  from  tbe  Slates  in  the 
same  manner,  he  supposed,  as  some  of  the  States 
had  borrowed  money  from  England,  after  spend- 
ing all  their  own.  If  this  Government  could,  after 
exhausting  its  own  powers,  command  and  exer- 
cise those  of  the  States,  where  would  be  the  Slate 
governments?  The  broad  doctrine  had  been  ad- 
vanced, that  this  Government  might  exercise  a 
controlling  power  over  the  States,  and  prescribe 
rules  to  govern  their  legislation.  If  this  was  true, 
where  was  the  sovereignly  of  the  Slates,  and 
where  their  reserved  rights  ? 

Mr.  D.  then  went  into  a  comparison  between  the 
two  reports  of  the  majority  and  minority  of  the 
committee.  There  were  some  points  in  which  the 
two  reports  agreed,  and  some  in  which  they  disa- 
greed. They  agreed  lhat  the  power  to  prescribe  the 
times,  places,  and  manner  of  holding  rhe  elections 
was  vested  primarily  in  the  Slates,  and  ultimately 
in  Congress.  They  agreed  further,  that  if  Congress 
assumed  a  portion  of  (he  power,  or  all  the  power 
— if  il  only  exercised  a  portion  of  it,  the  States 
still  possessed  the  remainder;  that  far  the  reports 
agreed.  But  here,  lest  he  should  forget  it,  he 
wished  to  notice  another  point.  While  Congress 
might  assume  all  power  over  the  subject,  could  it 
repeal  all  the  State  legisliition  on  it?  No;  the 
power  to  make  or  alter  regulations  did  not  imply 
the  right  to  destroy  State  iegislaliun.  He  denied 
the  doctrine  of  the  minority  report,  that  Congress 
might  repeal  all  Stale  legislation,  without  other 
legislation  to  supply  the  legislation  repealed.  Tbe 
moment  a  State  government  wus  formed,  it  pos- 
sessed the  right  of  representation;  and  it  could 
not  be  deprived  of  il.  It  was  not  in  tbe  power  of 
any  tribunal  on  earth  to  deprive  New  Hampshire 
or  any  other  Stale  of  its  representation.  It  was 
an  innerent  right,  and  existed  so  long  as  the  Gov- 
ernment exists.  The  injunction  was  imperative 
that  the  States  shall  prescribe  the  limes,  places, 
and  manner  of  holding  the  elections.  Congress 
may  alter,  but  it  cannot  supersede  these  regula- 
tions till  it  supplies  others  in  their  places,  so  as 
to  leave  the  right  of  representation  perfect.  A 
contrary  doctrine  woulti  destroy  the  Union.  It 
was  worse  than  the  wildest  opponent  of  nullifi- 
cation ever  represented  that  doctrine  to  be.  But, 
to  return  to  thepointfrom  which  he  had  digressed- 
the  two  reports  agreed  that  Congress  might  ex- 
ercise a  part  of  this  power,  and  leave  the  balance 
to  tbe  States;  and  gentlemen  said  that  that  was 
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acknowledging  the  whole  question.  Now,  he 
contended  that  the  conclusion  that  thry  drew  from 
this  admission  was  anon je^utjur.'  Itwas  jump- 
ing at  a  conclusion  without  giving  ihc  reasons  by 
which  it  was  reached;  and  nc  would  show  how. 
Congress  may  prescribe  tlic  times  at  wliii:h  llic 
elections  shall  take  place;  and  the  Siaics  begin- 
ning where  Congress  left  oflf,  the  legislation  of 
the  two  did  not  cover  the  same  ground,  and  did 
not,  therefore,  con6ict  with  racli  other. 

Again:  suppose  thatunderthe  term " manner," 
including  the  various  branches  of  that  part  of  the 
subject,  Congress  should  sec  fit  to  regulate  the 
districtinsof  the  Sjates;  and  suppose  it  had  the 
power  to  district:  if  Congress  assumed  that  power. 
Its  legislation  must  cover  the  whole  ground,  and 
leave  nothing  for  the  Stales  to  do  on  that  subject. 
The  principle  was  well  settled,  that  two  independ- 
ent governments  could  not  exercise  the  same  por- 
tion of  the  same  power  without  conflict.  It  was 
impossible;  it  involved  an  absurdity,  and  could 
not  be  done.  He  would  Iicre  answer  the  queattnn 
put  to  him  by  the  (jentlcman  from  Virginio,  [Mr. 
SuHMEBS.]  He  nlluded  to  the  gentleman's  cele- 
brated landlord  and  tenant  case  The  gentleman 
asked  him  for  an  answer,  and  he  promised  to  give 
it  to  him.  The  case  supposed  by  the  gentk^man 
was:  a  man  owns  a  house  with  three  rooms  in  it, 
and  rents  it,  with  the  condition  that  he  may  re- 
enter and  lake  possession  of  one  room  at  his 
pleasure.  The  landlord  enters,  and  lakes  posses- 
sion of  one  room;  but  the  tenant  nlijrcts,  and  says 
that  he  will  not  iiay  the  rent  n(  the  other  rooms, 
and  that  theJanulord  roust  take  ull  the  rooms  or 
none.  That  wan  the  cuse  supposed ;  and  the  gen- 
tleman asked  what  was  the  luw  of  Illinois  on  the 
subject.  The  best  way  of  aiiKweiing  the  gentle- 
man's question  was  to  vary  the  supposition,  und 
ftuta  question  to^  him.  iiuppose  the  landlord, 
nstead  of  takinv  one  room,  comes  in  and  says  I 
will  take  an  undivided  portion  of  one  room,  and 
you  (the  tenant)  shall  kihv  in  and  occupy  that 
room  jointly  with  nii?.  The  tcnnnt  objects;  and 
says  that  the  takin;  of  liulf  a  roum  in  not  pro- 
vided for  in  the  leusvaud  the  landlord  must  lake 
a  whole  room  or  noii>-  oi  all.  Now,  he  wnuld  nsk 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  what  the  law  woulJ 
lie  in  Virginia,  in  the  neiulibuihood  of  the  Kana- 
wha sail  works,  in  ri'guril  to  tliaiinuitur.'  He 
would  nowshiiw  how  this  supposed  case  applied 
to  the  question  before  the  ilouse.  The  term 
"  manner"  included  many  rooms,  one  of  which 
was  the  district  system.  The  landlord  (i.  e.  the 
Goverhment)  said,  "  I  want  to  take  a  portion  nf 
that  room,  and  spread  my  district  system  over 
the  floor  of  it;  and  I  want  ihe  Stali-s  to  siuy  in 
that  room,  and  spnud  their  system,  so  tliut  the 
two  will  cover  the  flior  in  glurious  eonfusiun." 
"Ab!"say  the  Stales,"  we  won't  agree  to  it.  You 
may  lake  the  room,  if  you  plra..i(>,  and  fill  It  tip 
with  your  district  system, or  you  may  leave  it  to 
us.  We  won't  be  joint  lenuiiis  with  you.  Large 
families  will  quaricl;  and  we  won't  Imvr  oursy.s- 
tem  and  yours  mixed  up  in  glorious  confusion." 
His  friends  near  him  suggested  tluit  this  was  like 
what  was  called  bundling  in  New  Jersey.  We 
don't  want  to  have  any  bundling  with  the  Slates. 

He  would  now  proceed  to  iinoiher  part  of  the 
subject.  Because  he  had  admiiied  that  Congress 
might  legislate  in  part  on  this  Hiihjccl,  geiillenien 
said  that  he  had  roncrded  the  whole  ground.  He 
had  answered  that  matter,  .\gniii:  he  ciiiitendid 
that,  to  the  extent  Congroaii  as:iuin''d  to  act,  it 
must  act  complitely,MO  hs  noito  nquiie  any  ad- 
ditional legislation  iVoni  theSinns  nn  the  subject. 

We  have  been  told  tlmi  this  di:<iriciiii!;  act  is  in 
force  in  twenty-two  Siatcsof  the  Union,  lie  de- 
nied it,  but  admitted  it  for  the  Siike  of  argument. 
But  it  was  not  In  force  in  the  oilier  four  Simea. 
It  was  not  in  force  in  New  Hampshire,  Georgia, 
Mississippi,  or  Missouri.  And  why?  Ifiliedis- 
trict  system  was  established  by  the  act,  it  would 
exist  in  these  four  States  as  well  as  iu  the  rcsi. 
It  existed  in  the  twenty-two  Stales,  not  because 
of  this  law,  but  bccau.se  the  Stales,  by  their  own 
legislation,  had  established  it.  This  act,  there- 
fore, had  not  established  it  anywhere.  If  it  has 
established  it  anywhere  it  has  established  it  every- 
where. 

One  word  about  the  militia  law.  Gentlemen 
said  that  this  was  a  parallel  case.  He  contended 
that  it  was  not.  The  clause  in  relation  to  elec- 
tions provided  that  the  Stales  shall  prescribe  the 
limes,  places,  and  manner  of  holding  elections; 


but  that  Congress,  may  at  any  time,  by  law,  make 
or  alter  such  regulations,  &c.  The  clause  in  re- 
lation to  the  militia  provided  that  the  Slates  may 
train  the  militia  in  obedience  to  the  authority  pro- 
vided by  act  of  Congress.  TheConsiilution  pro- 
vides thai,  if  the  States  do  exercise  the  power  at 
all,  they  must  exercise  it  in  obedience  to  an  act 
of  Congress;  but  this  election  clause  does  not  pro- 
vide that  the  action  of  the  Slates  shall  be  in  obe- 
dience loan  act  of  Congress;  and,  therefore,  there 
was  no  analogy  between  the  cases. 

The  SPEAKER  here  announced  that  the  gen- 
tleman's hour  hud  expired;  when  a  number  of 
gentlemen  simultaneously  rising  and  claiming  the 
floor,  he  recognized 

Mr.  WELLI^R,  who  .observed,  that  in  his 
opinion  this  question  had  been  sufficiently  dis- 
cussed, and  ample  opportunity  had  been  given  to 
gentlemen  on  both  sides  to  express  their  views  in 
relation  to  it.  The  discussion,  he  was  glad  to 
say,  had  been  generally  confined  to  the  question 
before  the  House,  and  he  look  pleasure  in  saying 
that  it  was  one  of  the  ablest  he  had  ever  heard  on 
that  floor.  It  must  be  obvious  to  all  that  the  de- 
bale  ought  now  be  brought  to  a  close,  in  order 
thai  the  Housemight  proceed  to  its  other  import- 
ant business.  He  therefore  demanded  the  previ- 
ous question. 

Tlie  demand  for  the  previous  questiorr  was  sec- 
onded by  the  House. 

Mr.  WINTHROP  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  ordering  the  main  question;  and  they  were  ac- 
cordingly ordered. 

Mr.  McCONNELL  inquired  what  the  main 
question  would  he. 

The  SPEAKP.Rsaid  that  it  would  be  the  reso- 
lutions of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  offered  as 
a  substitute  for  the  resolutions  concluding  the  re- 
port of  the  committee. 

M  r.  McCONNBLL  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
resolutions;  and  they  were  read,  as  follows: 

The  following  are  llie  resolutions  concluding 
the  report  of  the  Cuinmilice  of  Elections: 

Reiolocdf  Tliai  ttav  second  veciimi  of  "  An  act  Cor  the  np- 
p<»ninnint>in  nf  lt<-)»rciieiifaiivai  Rin<>iiK  the  iteverat  Htatea 
nvctirihiig  to  the  xixtli  ceiittai*/'  approveil  June  23,  ltf4*J,  U 
not  u  luw  iiinde  in  |»urnuaticu  nt  lite  tJuiiaiituDuii  ui'  the 
United  Statu*,  itud  valid,  operative,  and  bindiuf  U|wu  tlie 

avuKt. 

Rnolred.  ThnMll  the  mcinhers  of  thin  llnu«e  (eneepilns 
iho  cmiif>^tH<l  cnMsi  fmin  Virginiii,  iip<m  whieli  iioopiiiioiw 
i*  livrt-liy  exprensKd)  have  th!!.!)  tHecicd  in  cutriurniity  with 
tlieCoiMiitunon  and  latvs,  mid  ore  cuUUud  to  Uieir  «i:abi  in 
thill  lioud<ff 

The  following  are  the  resolutions  pflered  as  a 
substitute,  by  way  of  amendment,  by  Mr.  Droh- 
GOOLr.: 

Kcwlrof.  therefore.  That  sit  the  iiininki-r>  of  this  llnnse, 
(nxccptiiie  the  Itvo  contested  ctlKe«  iWilii  ihe  State  ol*  Vlr- 
stiiin,  npoii  which  tin  opinion  t*  heriMtyexpreitsed.)  elected 
Irmn  the  Htatci.  or  M.-iine,  Mn^imclni^eiu,  Rhode  li.lnnd, 
Conneciiciit,  Veiuiont,  N'-w  York,  Nuw  Jersey,  Puiliiii)!- 
vania,  Drltiwiire,  Virginia.  Norlh  Carolina.  Seuttl  Cnroliiia, 
ICentncky,  TeniiRMee,  Ohio.  I.oiiiiianii,  Indiana,  lllinoM, 
Ahihania,  Arknnyan,  and  Mtrtiienn,  have  hi^en  duly  plecird, 
ami  are  enliilufl  to  aeatji  in  tiiirf  Hou«u  na  nienibera  Iroin  the 
Staler  arorefanl 

RctolptA,  atio,  Tliat  the  fnllowing  niemherfl  from  New 
Ihinipslnre.  In  wit:  RaxeND  llrsKK,  Joas  R.  Rediso, 
MoiiEa  Noitaia,  Jr.,  and  John  I*.  Ilti.i.  Iiave  been  duly 
I  leeied,aiid  lire  entiUed  to  aeatii  in  lliia  Uouae  a«  lueinbers 
troni  Uie  Siair  ainreanid. 

Rtnilceit.  a'^o .  That  Ihc  Tollowint  ui<*iiib«'ni  from  Georgia, 
to  wit :  Bp\V4Rd  J.  Black.  A.  H.  tSrspueNs,  lleaii  A. 
llARAi.an!«,  AaaAbOM  11.  CRAPPRLt.,  John  II.  Ldmpkis, 

lloWCl.t    ClIDB,    WlLUAM    H.    StILKS,    aild    DOXCAS  L. 

Clixcu,  an:  euiiiled  toaeaia  in  tilia  Houae  aa  Meinkcra  ihiiu 
tile  Stale  aliire.iaid. 
tle^otrei, «/«,  Ttiat  the  following  memhera  fVoni  Mia- 

Kti'i'ippl.lO  Wil  :  JAeoB  THOHPaON.\Vll.l.lAM  II.  IIamhett, 

It.  VV.  KoaaaTa,  and  Tiloiiman  M.  Tuckkr,  have  been 
duly  •■leeteil,  and  are  eniiiled  to  aeata  in  tliia  Houae  fu 
ineinlier^  IVoui  the  State  al'oreaaid. 

/fi'tolrrJ.  atxo.  That  thn  roltowfn?  ineinliera  from  Mi«- 
anuri,  to  wit:  John  Jahbson,  John  Uowbr,  James  B. 
BowLiN,  James  11.  Relfs,  and  JAMsa  M.  HoonEs,  have 
liven  dniy  elected,  and  are  enUtlcd  lo  aeata  in  thia  llolae 
aa  mcinbcn  frtim  the  State  aforeaaid.  • 

[At  this  stage  of  the  proceedings, a  message  was 
received  from  the  Senate,  by  Mr.  Dickiks,  their 
Secretary,  slating  that  they  nad  passed  the  bill  of 
the  House  to  refund  the  fine  imposed  on  General 
Andrew  Jackson.  [Criesof"  Good  !"  "Good!"] 
Subsequently  the  bill  was  reported  as  correctly 
enrolled,  and  it  was  then  signed  by  the  Speaker.] 

The  SPEAKER  stated  the  question  to  be  on 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia. 

Mr.  THOMASSON  here  rose  to  ask  a  ques- 
tion of  the  Chair.  He  wished  to  know  if.  there 
had  been  any  case  in  the  legislative  history  of  the 
country,  in  which  a  member  of  Congress  was 
called  upon  to  vote  that  he  had  a  right  lo  a  seat 


in  this  House,  when  there  was  no  contest  in  re- 
gard to  it  ? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  he  would  ariswer 
any  question  that  might  be  put  on  a  case  arising 
under  the  rules  of  the  Hoti^.  He  was  not  to  be 
supposed  to  know  more  of  the  congressional  his- 
tory ihnn  Ihe  gentleman. 

Mr.THOMASSON  said  that  he  had  only  asked 
the  question  to  obtain  information  on  a  subject 
with  which  he  was  unacquainted,  aiid  on  which 
he  really  desired  to  be  informed.  Mr.  T.  then 
repeated  his  question,  but  was  called  to  order  by 
several. 

The  SPEAKER  again  put  th«  question;  and 
the  roll  being  called ,  the  vote  was — yeas  128,  nays 
64;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Meaara.  Atkinson,  Bcantslejr,  Beaton,  BMIaek, 
Edward  J.  Uhick,  Jannta  Black,  Jamea  A.  Black,  Black- 
well,  Boshier,  Bower,  Bnwitii.  Doyd,  Jscob  BriakcrttofT, 
Brodhead,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  tVitlinni  J.  Brown,  Burke, 
Itiirt,  Caldwell,  Carey,  CaUin,  Auxnaiua  A.  Chapuiia, 
Oliappell,  Clinloir,  Cobb,  Colea,  Cullmn,  Dana,  thiniel, 
Richard  f).  Uavia,  John  VV.  Davia,  Dawaon,  Deau,  Dilliag. 
'  hnin.  Drnnigm>le,  Duncan,  Dunlnp,  Ellia,  KImer,  Firlec, 
'  Picklin,  Fo^te^,  French,  Priek.  B)rAin  Green,  Hate,  Ham. 
tin,  llsinmett,  Har.d#OB,  Haya,  Henley,  Herrick,  Uoge, 
Hopkina,  Uonaton,  Hubard,  Hobbcll,  Uugkea,  Haagerlwd, 
iaoiea  B.  Hunt,  Janmaoii,  Cave  Julinaon.  Andrew  Johoma, 
George  W.  Jonea,  Kennedy,  freaion  King,  Kirkpatrick, 
Labranehe,  Leonard,  l.iicaa,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  MctTaaslen, 
Maclay,  McClelland,  McClemard,  MrConnell.  McDowell, 
McKay,  Matliewa,  Jnacph  Murria,  Marpliy,  Nea,  Norria, 
Owen,  Parincmer,  Pnvnc.  Emery  D.  Potter,  Pratt,  Purdy, 
Rathbun,  Uavid  8.  Re'id.  Keding,  Rclfo,  RlieU.  Riuer,  Knk- 
inaon,  Roaaell,  St.  Jotin,  Saundera,  Ttiomaa  H.  Scyuour, 
David  L.  Seywoar,  Simona,  Siinpsnn,  Slidell,  Jolin  T. 
Smith,  Thomaa  Smiih.  Rofeen  Bnilli,  Sleenmd,  Sieim, 
John  Stewart,  Slilea,  Stone,  Strong.  Sykea,  TaykicTbonp- 
aon,  Tibbait«.  Tucker,  \Veller,  VVentworlh,  Wheatoo, 
Williama.  Waikiiia,  W<*udward,  Joaeph  A.  Wriilit,  aad 
Yost— 138. 

NAYS— Measra.  Adama,  Aahe,  Baker,  Bairlngar,  Rt^ 
nnrd,  Belaer,  Jeremiah  Brown,  Hilton  Brown,  BuHngtne, 
Carroll,  ChiUnn,  l.'liticli,  C*)iiiginan.  Collamcr,  Cnumtoa, 
Cirrelt  Dnvia.  Delierry,  Delict,  Diekey,  Dickinion.  Flab, 
Florence.  Foot,  Gtildinffa,  Willia  Green,  Grider,  HarAa, 
Harper,  Ilud-on.  VVaaliiiiglon  Hunt,  Jiiaepli  R.  Inseisolt, 
Jenka,  Perley  B.  Julinaon.  Daniel  P.  Kini.  Mcilnuie, 
Marsh,  Edward  J.  Mitrria,  Murae,  Monclcy,  Ncwion,  Fit* 
teraou,  Peyton,  Eli.-^ha  R.  Pouer.  ilaniaey,  Itayner,  Cbarlef 
M.  Reed,  Rockwell,  llogers,  Siiniple,  Sclie'iick,  Senter, 
Severance,  Albert  Suiitii,  i.'aleb  U.  sjmiui,  Stephen!, Saa- 
inera.  TlK>nin<aon,  Tilden,  T.vlcr,  Vooce,  Vaiimeler,  Via* 
ton.  White,  and  wiiitbrop— 64. 

So  the  main  question  was  ordered  lo  be  then  pal. 

Mr.  VANCE  wished  the  amendment  to  be  so 
amended  ihnt  the  vole  could  be  taken  on  the  first 
resolution  of  the  series  before  lb«  other  lesola- 
lions  were  voted  apon. 

Mr.  DRCVIGOOLE  said  the  Houss  must  first 
determine  whether  they  would  substitute  the 
amendment  for  the  original  resniulioo. 

Mr.  TH0.MA8S0N  remarked  that  the  inquiry 
was  whether  the  resoluliona  shoukl  bo  voted  oa 
separately  or  enlire. 

The  Clerk,  at  the  request  of  several  geolletnen, 
read  the  various  propositions  before  the  Hoaw. 

Mr.  BELSER.  called  for  the  yeas  and  aaysoa 
the  resolutions  whenever  they  should  eooR  la  be 
voted  upon. 

Mr.  FRICK  inquircd^if  it  would  be  in  oidsr 
to  move  to'strike  out  the  first  resolution  of  the 
series  nropiised  by  ihc  gentleman  from  Virginia, 

[Mr    DROHGOOLEf] 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  would  not  then  be  ia 
order. 

Mr.  FRICK  asked  if  a  member  was  ^trailed 
to  vote  in  such  a  case,  or  even  at  liberty  to  doao) 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  he  would  decide 
the  question  when  such  a  case  arose. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  inquired  if  he  was  correct  in 
Ihe  understanding,  that  the  propoaition  of  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  must  be  first  substituted 
for  the  resolutions  reported  by  the  majority  of  the 
Committee  of  Elections,  before  that  propositioa 
was  susceptible  of  a  division  ? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  in  the  aflirmative. 

Mr.  VINTON  inquired  if  he  understood  the 
Chair  to  decide  that  it  was  not  then  in  order  to 
divide  the  subject-matter  which  it  was  proposed 
to  insert  in  place  of  the  matter  proposed  to  be 
stricken  out.' 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  the  MbjeetHoatttr 
proposed  to  be  inserted  wo*  not  susosptibis  of 
division  at  that  stage  of  the  proceedings. 

Mr.  VINTON  appealed  from  that  decision  M 
the  Chair. 

The  SPEAKER  rose  to  put  the  question  on  the 
appeal. 

Mr.  VINTON  remarked  that  he  supposed  the 
appeal  was  debatable. 
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The  SPEAKER  replied  that  it  wu  not. 

Mr.  VINTON  said  if  he  could  not  debate  the 
question,  and  give  his  reasons  thereon,  he  should 
vithdraw  his  appeal. 

The  SPEAKER  then  stated  the  questioi^to  be 
on  amending  the  resolutions  of  the  Committee  of 
Elections,  by  the  adoption  of  the  substitute  pro- 

Eoaed  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr. 
IkOMGOOLK.] 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  on  this  ques- 
tion; and,  being  oruered,  resulted — yeas  127,  nays 
57;  as  follows: 

TEAS— Mem*.  Xndenon,  Atkiraoo,  Beanblejr.  Benton, 
Mdtack,  Ednrard  1.  Black,  ivaet  Black,  James  A.  Black, 
Blackwell,  Boaaler,  Bower,  Bowlin,  Jacob  BrinkerhotT, 
Brodbead,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  William  J.  Brown,  Borke, 
Ban,  CaldweU,Cary,  Cat!  in,  Reubfn  Chapman,  Augiatns  A. 
dupnian,  Cbappell,  Cliulon,  C'otob,  Colei,  C'loaa,  Culloai, 
Dana,  Daniel,  Kichard  D.  Davit,  John  W.  Davit,  Dawaon, 
Dean,  DilliB|ltan\,  Diamfoole,  Duncan,  Dnnlap,  Ellia,  El- 
mer, Fatlee,  Picuin,  Foatcr ,  Franch,  Bfymm  Qreen,  Hale, 
Bamlio,  lianimeil,  Hataboo,  Uaya,  Henley,  Heciiek,  Uofe, 
Hopkina,  Hoution,  Uabard,  Hubbell,  llugbea,  Hungerford, 
Jamea  B.  Hunt,  Uhaclcs  J.  Inf ennll,  Jameton,  Cave  Jobn- 
aoo,  Andrew  Jobnaon,  Keanedy,  PreatoA  King,  Kirkpat- 
riek,  Labrancbe,  Leonard,  IjUcaa,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Mc- 
Caiulen,  Maelay,  McClelland,  lUcUlemand,  McConnell, 
McDoweil,  McKay,  Madtvwa.  Moore,  Joaeph  Morria,  Mur- 
^y,  Worria,  Owen,  Pannenter,  Payne,  Emery  D.  Pouer, 
Fran,  Pnrdy,  Raikbun,  David  S.  Reid,  Reding,  Belfe,  Rbett, 
Kilter,  Rohinaon,  Kaaaell,  81.  John,  Baundnm,  Tliomaa  H. 
Beyaiour,  David  L.  Beymour,  Bimona,  Simpaoa,  Slidell, 
Jolia  T.  dmitb,  Tboma*  Suiitb,  Robert  Bmitb,  Steenrod, 
Sietwn,  John  Biewart,  Stilea,  Sioae,  Strong,  Sykea,  Tay- 
lor, TbomnaoD,  Tibbata,  Tucker,  Weniwonh,  Wheaioa, 
William*,  Wilkina,  Jowtph  A.  Wright,  and  VoM— 197. 

NAYS— Meaara.  Asbe,  Baker,  Baninger,  Belaer,  Boyd, 
Milton  Brown,  Jeremiah  Brown,  Cempbell.Cbillon.Clincb, 
Clingman,  UoHamer,  Cranston,  Garrett  Dnvis,  i)eberry, 
Dellet,  Dickey,  Dickioson,  Florence,  Foot,  Willis  Green, 
Crinnell,  Grider,  Hardin,  Harper,  Hudson,  Waabingtoa 
Uual,  Joseph  R.  ingensoll.Jenka,  Perley  B.  Johnson, George 
W.  Jones,  Daniel  P.  King,  Mcllvaine,  Marsh,  Edward  J. 
Mwria,  Morse,  Moaeley,  Nes,  Newton,  EliidM  R.  Potter, 
Kamsey,  Cbarlea  M.  Reedr  Kockwell,  Rogeis,  Sample, 
Bchenck,  Senter,  Severance,  Caleb  B.  Smith,  StepluiDa, 
Summers,  Tildeo,  Vance,  Vanmeter,  Vinton,  While,  and 
Wiiitluo|>— S7. 

Mr.  VANCE  called  foraJivision  of  the  ques- 
tion, 80  that  the  vote  might  be  taken  upon  each 
resolution  separately. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays;  which  were  ordered.  ' 

Mr.  SCHENCK  rose  and  said.befoi^  taking 
the  rote  upon  the  firat  resolution,  he  wished  to 
submit  to  the  House  a  motion  that  he  might  be 
excused  from  voting;  and  the  reasons  why  he 
desired  to  be  excused  were  these:  in  the  first  place, 
the  resolution  related  to  the  right  of  the  mem- 
bers from  all  the  Slates  except  tour  to  their  seats 
upon  that  floor.  Among  the  States  embraced  in 
the  first  resolution,  he  round  the  State  of  Ohio 
named;  and  he  wished  to  be  excused  from  voting, 
because,  in  giving  his  vote  upon  this  resolution, 
he  woilld.  be  compelled  to  vote  for  or  against  his 
own  right  to  his  seat.  He  had  other  reasons. 
With  regard  to  all  the  States  named  in  the  first 
reaolution ,  {here  had  been  no  question  raised,  and 
it  would  be  unprecedented  and  irregular  for  this 
House  to  vote  upon  such  s  resolution.  He  then 
withdrew  his  motion  to  be  excused,  because  he 
■aid  be  would  be  excused  by  the  rules  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  BELSER  inquired  if  it  would  be  in  order 
to  move  to  lay  upon  the  table  the  first  branch  of 
the  resolution  proposed  to  be  substituted  i 

The  SPEAKER  observed  that  a  motion-to  lay 
on  the  table  would  be  in  order. 

Mr.  BELSER  said  he  would  make  that  motion, 
and  he  desired  to  say  one  word. 

[Cries  of"  No!""  No!"] 

Mr.  BELSER  said  he  would  make  a  point  of 
order.  He  had  understood  the  Chair  to  decide 
that  the  question  wassusceptibleof  division;  this 
being  the  first  opportunity  which  they  had  had 
of  voting  upon  tbe  division,  it  seemed  to  him  that 
the  motion  to  lay  on  tbe  table  ought  to  be  enter- 
tained. 

Tbe  SPEAKER  remarked  that  the  question 
was  not  debatable. 

Mr.  BELSER  then  withdrew  his  motion  to  lay 
upon  the  table.  '   < 

Mr.  ADAMS  asked  to  b(  excused  from  voting, 
for  the  reasons  stated  by  the  gentleman  fromOhio, 
and  for  additional  reasons;  one  of  which  was, 
that  he  was  called  upon  to  vote  upon  a  point  of 
fact  which  he  did  not  know.  He  did  not  know 
that  all  the  members  of  that  House  had  been  duly 
elected.  Nor  did  the  members  of  the  Committee 
of  Elections  know  that  fact.  Some  members  had 
arrived  since  the  report  of  that  committee  had 


been  made,  and  he  had  no  reason  to  suppose  that 
their  credentials  had  been  submitted  to  the  com- 
mittee. The  committee  did  not  know  whether 
he  himself  had  been  duly  elected.  The  (fommit- 
tee  notified  him  to  produce  his  credentials;  he  did 
produce  them  to  the  chairman  of  the  tsommittee, 
who  returned  them  unopened,  storing  that  the 
committee  did  not  require  them.  If  the  commit- 
tee did  not  require  the  credentials  of  members  to 
be  produced,  on  what  information  did  they  decide 
that  all  the  members  were  duly  elected  ?  Mr. 
Adams  then  withdrew  his  motion  to  be  excused 
from  voting,  remarking  that  he  .would  not  vote 
upon  the  question  for  the  reasons  he  had  stated. 

Mr.  ELMER.  Will  the  House  allow  me  to 
explain  ? 

(Cries  of  "  No ! "    "  Not  necessary. "] 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  asked  to  be  excused  from 
voting.  And  in  addition  to  many  of  the  reasons 
assigned  by  other  ^ntlemen,  he  would  state  that 
if  tbe  first  resolution  were  decided  affirmatively, 
it  would,  in  effect,  cut  oflf  all  contests  which  might 
otherwise  hereafter  be  instituted,  if  it  were  dis- 
covered that  any  member  had  obtained  his  seat 
by  fraud,  or  in  aiiy  manner  contrary  to  law. 

Mr.  DOUOLAS  rose  to  a  point  of  order.  He 
desired  to  know  whether  gentlemen  could  go 
into  a  discussion  of  the  subject  under  tbe  pretext 
of  being  excused  from  voting,and  deprive  others 
of  the  power  of  answering  them,  because  they 
would  not  resort  to  the  same  pretext? 

The  SPEAKER  remarked  that  gentlemen  had 
an  undoubted  right  to  assign  reasons  fbr  being 
excused  from  voting,  bcrt  he  hoped  they  would 
confine  themselves  to  a  brief  statement  of  those 
reasons. 

Mr.  CLIN6MAN  desired  to  get  a  division  of 
the  House  as  to  whether  he  should  be  excused 
from  voting;  and  by  that  decision  he  would  be 
governed. 

The  call  of  the  yeas  and  nays  having  been  com- 
menced, however,  the  Chair  decided  that  the  mo- 
tion was  not  now  in  order. 

Mr.  VINTON  gave  notice  that,  being  one  of 
those  peraons  prohibited  from  voting  by  the  rules 
the  House,  he  would  not  vote. 

Mr.  McCLEXLAN  desired  to  know  whether 
a  division  of  the  question  could  now  be  made? 

The  SPEAKER  observed  that  the  call  having 
commenced,  no  division  could  now  be  made. 

The  roll  having  been  called  through,  and  before 
the  result  was  announced, 

Mr.  SCHENCK  rose  to  a  point  of  order. 
Some  g|entlemen,  he  said,  had  answered  to  their 
names  in  the  vote  just  taken,  who  hod  no  right 
to  vote. 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that  the  gentleman 
could  not  make  this  point  of  order  before  the  vote 
was  announced. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  appealed  from  the  decision  of 
the  Chair. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  Chair  had  en- 
tertained no  motion  from  whiclTan  appeal  could 
be  made. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  said  that  he  appealed  from 
that  decision. 

The  SPEAKERcalled  the  gentleman  to  order, 
and  directed  him  to  ttike  his  seat. 

Mr.  SCH  ENCK  again  rose  to  a  point  of  order. 
Cries  of  ["  Order  !"  "  Order!"] 

Mr.  P.ArNE  raised  the  question  of  order, 
[amidst  many  cries  to  order,]  whether  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  could  again  rise  to  order  after 
having  been  directed  by  the  Chair  to  take  his 
seat? 

Mr.  SCHENCK  said  he  rose  to  another  point 
of  order.  He  rose  to  ask  a  question  of  the  Chair. 
He  understood  the  Chair  to  say  that  he  could  not 
entertain  his  point  of  order,  because  it  was  disor- 
derly. If  he  understood  the  Chair  correctly,  he 
took  an  appeal  from  tlTat  decision. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  gentleman  must 
beawarethatthe  House  and  the  country  are  often 
led  into  difficulties  by  extraneous  questions  that 
could  not  be  entertained.  He  hacf  no  objection 
to  answering  the  gentleman's  question.  The 
Chair  thought  that  no  question  could  be  enter- 
tained till  the  pending  Vote  was  announced. 

The  result  of  the  vote  was  then  announced  to 
be — yeas  128,  nays  2,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Anderson,  Atkinson,  Beardsley,  Ben- 
ton, Bidlaek,  Edward  J.  Black,  Jamea  Black,  James  A. 
Black,  Blackwell,  Bossier,  Bower,  Bowlin,  Boyd,  Jacob 
Brhtkerboff,  Brodhcad,  Aaron  V.  Brown, William  J.  Brown, 


Burke,  Burt,  Caldwell,  Gary,  CnUIn,  Reuben  cniapoun, 
Augustus  A.  Chapman,  Cbappell,  Clinton,  Cobb,  Coles, 
Cross,  Cullom,  Sana,  Daniel,  John  W.  Davla,  Dawson, 
Dean,  Dillingliom,  Douglas,  Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Dunlap, 
Ellis,  Elmer,  Pariee,  Picklin,  Foster,  French,  Bryam  Green, 
Hale,  Hamlin,  Hanimeit,  Ilaralwn,  Hays,  Henley,  Roge, 
Hopkins,  Houston,  Hubnrd,  Hubbell,  Hughes,  Hangerfbrd, 
James  B.  Hunt,  Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  Jameson,  Cave  Jobs- 
son, Andrew  Johnson,  George  W.  Jones,  Kennedy,  Preston 
King,  Kirkpotrick,  Labranche,  Leonard,  Lucas,  Lumpkin, 
Lyon,  McCauslen,  Maelay,  McClenurd,  McConnell,  Mc- 
Dowell, McKay,  Mathews,  Moore,  Joseph  Monria,  Mur- 
phy, Norris,  Owen,  Parmenter,  Payne,  Emery  D.  Potter, 
Pratt,  Purdy,  Rathbnn,  David  S.  Reid,  Reding,  Reire,  Ehett, 
Ritier,  Robinson,  Russell,  St.  John,  Saunders,  Thomas  H. 
Seymour,  David  L.  Seymour,  Simona,  Simpson,  Blidell, 
John  T.  Smitb,  Thomaa  Smith,  Robert  Smith,  Steenrod, 
Bteison,  John  Stewart,  StiWs,  Stone,  Strong,  Sykes,  Tay>- 
lor,  Thompson,  Tibbuts,  Tucker,  Welter,  Wentwonb, 
Wheaion,  WUIiama,  WUkina,  Joseph  A.  Wright,  and  Yoet 
—138. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Richard  D.  Davia  and  Joseph  R.  XngeN 
soli— a. 

Tbe  question  recurring  on  agreeing  to  the  iec« 
ond  resolution, 

Mr.  SCHENCK  raised  the  point  of  order,  that 
no  member  could  vote  on  it  who  was  interested — 
i.  e.,  whose  right  to  a  seat  was  involved  in  th* 
decision  of  tbe  question. 

The  SPEAKER  thought  they  cotjid  not  vote. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  moved  that  the  members  from 
New  Hampshire  be  excluded  from  voting  on  the 
second  resolution,  on  the  ground  that  the  40th 
rule  excluded  membere  wno  were  interested  ia 
any  question  from  voting  on  it. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  asked  for  a  division  of  the 
'question,  so  as  to  take  the  vole  first  on  the  right 
of  Edmund  Borke  to  a  seat. 

Some  conversation  followed;  when 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that  the  motion  of  the 

fentleman  from  Virginia  brought  the  House  to  a 
irect  vote  on  the  right  of  Mr.  Bdrke,  of  New 
Hampshire,  to  a  seat. 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY  hoped  the  honorable  gen> 
tieman  would  not  call  for  a  division  of  the  ques- 
tion in  this  woy,  but  agree  to  take  the  vote  by 
Stales.  The  House  was  full,  and  there  was  no 
reason  why  they  should  consume  so  much  time 
as  would  be  necessary  tu  take  tbe  vote  on  tbe 
case  of  each  member  separately. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  said,  that  as  the  gentlemen 
on  the  other  side  had  called  for  a  division  of  the 
question  by  States,  and  had  raised  the  question 
of  the  right  of  the  members  from  each  State  to 
vote  as  their  State  was  called,  he  wds  compelled 
to  move  for  a  further  division,  so  as  to  tiUce  the 
vole  on  each  member  separately. 

Mr.  WINTHROP  raised  the  point  of  ordei;, 
whether  the  question  was  susceptible  of  a  divi- 
sion. The  rule,  he  said,  reciuired  that  no  question 
could  be  divided  unless  eacn  division  contained  a 
substantive  proposition. 

The  SPEAKER  overruled  the  point  of  order, 
saying  that  the  question  as  to  the  right  ot  Mr. 
Bdrke  to  his  seal  was  a  substantive  proposition, 
and  so  on  with  the  remaining  members  from  the 
State. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  said  that  the  proposition  to 
divide  the  question  had  been  made  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Illinois;  but  the  Chair  decided  it  to  be 
out  of  order. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  the  motion  al- 
ludetl  tu  by  the  gentleman  had  been  made  when 
the  House  yras  dividing,  (Uid  was  not,  therefore, 
then  in  order. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  "  Is  EoMTmo 
Burke  entitled  to  his  seat  as  a  Representative 
from  the  State  of  New  Hampshire  ?"  and  decided 
in  the  affirmative— yeas  128,  nays  68;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Anderson,  Atkinson,  Beardsley,  Bea- 
ton, Uidlack,  Edward  J.  Black,  James  Black,  James  A. 
Black,  Blackwell,  Dossier,  Bower,  Bowlin,  Boyd,  Jacob 
Brinkerlioff,  Brodbead,  Aaron  V.  Brown.William  J.  Brown, 
Burt,  Caldwell,  Cary,  Cailin.  Reuben  Chapman,  Augustus 
A.  Cliapinon,  Cbappell,  Clinton,  Cobb,  Coles,  Cross,  Cul- 
lom, Dana,  Daniel,  Ricliard  D.  Davis,  John  W.  Davis, 
Dawson,  Dean,  Dillingham,  Douglas,  Droomgoole,  Duncan, 
Dunlap,  Ellis,  Elmer,  Farlee,  Ficklln,  Foster,  French, 
Byram  Green,  Hale,  Hamlin,  Uammett,  Haralson,  Haya, 
Herrick,  Hoge,  Hopkins,  Houston,  Bubard,  Hubbell, 
Hughes,  Hungerford,  Jamea  D.  Hunt,  Charles  J.  IngenolL 
Jameson,  Care  Johnson,  Andrew  Johnson,  George  W. 
Jones,  Kennedy,  Preston  King,  Labranche,  Leonard, 
Lucas,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  McCatislen,  Maelay,  McClelland, 
McClernand.  McConnell,  McDowell,  McKay,  Mathews, 
Moore,  Joseph  Morris,  Murphy,  Norris,  Owen,  Pataienier, 
Payne,  Emery  D.  Potter,  Pratt,  Purdy,  Rsthban,  David  S. 
Reid,  R<-ding,  itelfe,  Rlieti,  Ritter,  Robinson,  Russell,  St. 
John,  Saunders,  Thomas  H.  Seymour,  David  L.  Seymour, 
Simons,  Simpson,  Slidell,  John  T.  Smith,  Thomas  Smith, 
Robert  SmiMi,  Steenrod,  Stetson,  John  Stewart.  Stiles, 
Stone,  Strong,  Sykea,  Taylor,  Thampaon,Tibbaua,Tuekei^ 
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Weller.  Wuntwonli,  Wbeaton,  Williams,  VVilkins,  Wood- 
wnrdrJoKDli  A.  Wtighl.and  Vest— 138. 

NAVS— MesBre  Adami,  Auhe,  llitki|b  Barringer,  Bar- 
nard, Uelser,  Millon  Bromi,  Jeremiah  Brnwn,  Buffingliin, 
Canipliell,  Carmll,  Uliilton,  CliDBinBii,CoII«iner,Cran9lon, 
Carreu  Davis,  Denerry,  Ucllct,  Diclte.v,  Dicliinson,  Fi*h, 
Florence,  Fool,  Frick,  Giddliip,  Willis  Green,  Grinnell, 
Oriiler,  Hardin,  Harper,  Uolmes,  Hudson,  Washinpon 
Hunt,  Josepb  U.  Ingeraoll,  Jenka,  Perley  B.  Jolinaon,  Dan- 
iel P.  King,  Kirkpalrick,  Mcllvaino,  Manb,  Edward  J. 
Morris,  Morse,  Moseley,  Nos,  Newton,  Patterson,  Peyton, 
Ellsha  It.  Potter,  Ramsey,  Rayner,.  Charles  M.  Reed,  Rock- 
well, Kogers,  Sample,  Schenek,  Senter,  Severance,  Albert 
Smith,  Caleb  B.  Smith,  Summers,  Tiiomasaon,  Tildeo, 
T)\tt,  Vance,  Vanmeter,  Vinton,  White,  and  Wintlirop— 

The  SPEAKER  then  announced  that  Mr. 
Burke  was  declared  by  the  House  to  have  been 
duly  elected  as  a  member  of  the  Hoiise  from  the 
State  of  New  Hampshire,  and  was  entitled  to  his 
■eat. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  regarding  the  (itiestion  as 
settled  by  the  vote  just  taken,  thought  it  could 
hardly  be  necessary  to  lake  up  so  much  lime  as 
to  call  the  yeas  and  nays  in  each  case;  He  hoped 
the  House  would,  by  unanimous  consent,  agree 
to  take  the  question  on  the  remaining  resolutions 
by  a  single  vote. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  yeas  and  nays 
having  been  ordered,  and  the  question  divided, 
this  could  only  be  done  by  general  consent. 

Objections  bein?  made  by  several, 

The  SPEAKER  put  the  question:  "  Is  John 
R.  Reding  entitled  to  his  seat  ns  a  Representative 
from  the  State  of  New  Hampshire?" 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  taken;  and, 
resulted — yeas  120,  nays  66. 

So  Mr.  Redino  was  declared  entitled  to  his 
seat. 

An  ineffectual  attempt  was  again  made  to  dis- 
pense with  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  individual 
eascsT,  that  they  might  be  taken  by  States,  as  the 
principle  was  established  by  the  VQtes  already 
taken. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  called  on  the  right 
of  Mr.  NoRRis,  or  New  Hampshire,  to  his  seat; 
and  resulted — yeas  117,  nays  63. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  right  of 
John  P.  Halb;  and  decided  affirmatively — yeas 
108,  nays  67. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  inquired  whether  the  divi- 
sion of  the  question,  so  as  to  vote  upon  each  in- 
dividually, extended  beyond  the  resolution  relat- 
ing to  the  Slate  of  New  Hampshire.' 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  observed  that  the  division 
was  intended  to  permit  all  the  members  to  vote 
upon  the  question,  except  the  one  upon  whose 
right  the  vote  was  taken. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  that  the  House  adjourn; 
which  was  rejected — ayes  71,  noes  78. 

The  question  recurred,  "  Is  Edward  J.  Black 
entitled  to  his  seat  as  a  Representative  from  the 
State  of  Georgia?" 

And  the  vote  being  taken,  resulted — yeas  109, 
nays  55. 

Mr.  HUDSON  moved  that  the  House  adjourn; 
which  was  rejected — ayes  55,  noes  70. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  apjiealed  to  his  friends 
to  withdraw  the  call  for  the  yens  and  nays,  and 
let  the  remaining  questions  be  taken  together. 
There  could  be  no  use  in  persisting  in  the  present 
course,  and  unnecessarily  wasting  the  time  of  the 
House.  We  have  (said  he)  sufficiently  shown 
our  strength  and  our  weakness;  and-  we  may  as 
well  cease  further  contention. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  yeas  and  nays 
could  only  be  withdrawn  by  general  consent. 

There  being  many  objections,  the  question  was 
stated  to  be,  whether  A.  H.  Stephens  was  en- 
titled to  his  scat  as  a  Representative  from  the 
State  of  Georgia;  and,  the  roll  being  called,  llie 
question  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  92, 
nays  43. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  the  next  question 
was  on  the  right  of  Mr.  Haralson,  of  Georgia, 
to  his  seat. 

Mr.  McCONNELL  moved  an  adjournment. 

Mr.  RATHBUN  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
but  they  were  not  ordered. 

Mr.  McCONNELL  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  PATTERSON  renewed  it. 

Tellers  were  called  for  and  ordered. 

Messrs.  Jenks  and  Bi;rke  were  appointed  tell- 
ers; and  they  reported  70  in  the  affirmative,  and 
73  in  the  negative. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

The  vote  by  yeas  and  nays  was  ihA)  taken  on 


the  right  of  Mr.  Haralson,  and  it  resulted — 
yeas  109,  nays  46. 

So  Mr.  Haralson  was  declared  entitled  to  his 
seat. 

Mr.  ROGERS  moved  that  the  House  adjourn; 
and,  upon  this  raotioii,  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
ordered,  and  being  taken,  resulted — yeas  65, 
nays  88. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn.  _ 

The  vote  was  taken  upon  the  right'of  Absalom 
H.  Chappell;  and  resulted— yeas  105,  nays  48. 

Then  came  up  the  right  of  Mr.  Ldhfkin  to  his 
seat  as  a  Representative  from  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia. 

Mr.  CRANSTON  moved  that  the  House  ad- 
journ; which  wns  rejected — ayesj}9,  noes  74. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  moved  a  call  of  the  House, 
and  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question. 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that  the  previous 
question  having  been  ordered,  a  motion  foracall 
of  the  House  was  not  in  order. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  right  of  Mr. 
Ldhpein  to  his  seat  as  a  Representative  from  the 
State  of  Georgia,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative — 
yeas  100,  nays  45. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  .vote  on  the  right 
of  Mr.  Cobb  to  his  seat;  and  the  result  was — 
yeas  100,  nays  38. 

Mr.  JENICS  moved  an  adjournment;  which 
was  negatived. 

The  House  next  voted  on  the  right  of  Mr. 
Stiles  tu  his  seal;  which  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  89,  nays  23. 

Mr.  RAYInER  inovca  an  adjournment;  which 
was  negatived;  but  a  count  was  demanded,  and 
20  voted  in  the  affirmative  and  75  in  the  negative. 
So  the  motion  was  not  carried. 

Mr.  RAYNER  inquired  if  there  was  a  quorum 
voting; 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  a  quorum  was  not 
necessary  on  a  motion  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  RAYNER  said  he  should  object  to  any- 
thing being  done  without  a  quorum. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  objection  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina  was  not  one  that  he 
could  entertain  until,  by  a  test,  ii  were  shown  that 
there  wns  not  a  quorum  present. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  vote  on  the  rrglit 
of  Mr.  Clinch  to  his  seat. 

Mr.  JONEy,  of  Teniiessee,  rose,  when  his 
name  was  calli^d,  and  inqiiired  if  Mr.  Clinch  was 
one  of  the  gentlemen  whose  certificates  had  been 
submitted  to  the  Committee  of  Elections,  and  by 
them  reported  on? 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  said  members  were 
sent  there  by  the  people,  and  that  was  certificate 
enough. 

Some  gentleman  explained  that  Mr.  Clinch's 
certificate  had  been  seen;  and 

Mr.  HARALSON  was  understood  to  say  that 
he  had  scon  the  Governor's  proclamation  of  Mr. 
Clinch's  election,  and  that  was  deemed  sufficient. 

The  vote  waaatakcn,  and  resulted — yeas  88, 
nay?  29. 

So  that  he  was  declared  entitled  to  his  seat. 

An  adjournment  was  moved,  and  determined 
by  tellers — Messrs.  C.  Johnson  and  Jenks — who 
reported  64  in  the  affirmative,  and  21  in  the  neg- 
ative. 

The  House  then  adjourned,  at  seven  o'clock. 


IN  SENATE. 
Thitrsdat,  February  15,  1844.  ^ 

Mr.  PORTER  resented  a  communication  from 
the  treasurer  of  the  State  of  Michigan,  addressed 
to  him,  inclosiie  a  statement  of  railroad  iron  im- 
ported by  that  State,  and  actually  laid  down  on 
railroads  within  her  limits;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  presented  a  joint  resolution 
instructing  the  Senators  aqd  requesting  the  Rep- 
resentatives from  Indiana  to  endeavor  to  pro- 
curt  an  appropriation  for  the  completion  of  the 
harbor  of  Michigan  city;  which  was- referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Also,  to  use  their  exertions  to  procure  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  western  armory  within  that  State; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  FOSTER,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
to  which  was  referred  the  memorial  and  resolu- 


tions of  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky  on  the  sub- 
ject of  making  compensation  to  the  heirs  of  Chris- 
topher Miller  for  his  services  against  the  Indians 
in  1794,  reported  a  bill  for  their  relief;  which  was 
read  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading,  and  the  re- 
port accompanving  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  ATHERTON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Pensions,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition 
of  Eugene  E.  T.  Smithy  for  increase  and  arrears 
of  pension;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
anil  be  printed. 

REPAIR  OF  PENNSri.VANIA  AVENUE. 
The  bill  for  repairing  and  repaying  a  portion  of 
Pennsylvania  avenue  came  up  in  order,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  MILLER,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
the  District  of  Columbia,  said  he  had  been  in- 
siructed  to  move  two  amendments  to  the  bill.  The 
first  section  of  the  bill,  he  said,  proposed  to  ap- 
propriate $28,000  for  the  repair  and  repaving  of 
Pennsylvania  avenue.  He  wished  to  am$;id  that 
section,  by  substituting  (40,000,  instead  of  the 
$28,000.  He  would  slate  the  reason  for  the 
change.  The  bill,  as  reported  by  the  committee, 
contemplated  leaving  the  avenue,  as  far  as  the 
grading  was  concerned,  in  its  present  position, 
but  dividing  that  portion  of  it  lying  between  west 
First  street  and  west  Fifteenth  street  into  three 
parallel  strips — the  center  strip  to  be  forty  feet 

.  wide,  to  be  covered  with  gravel;  and  the  side 

j  parallel  strips  to  l)c  thirty-four  feet  wide  each,  ta 
be  paved  with  small  oval  stones,  not  larger  than 
throe  inches  in  diameter:  thus  not  to  disturb  the 
sidewalks  at  all.  But  the  amendment  proposes 
to  extend  the  present  sidewalks  thirteen  feet, and 
to  have  planted  on  the  outside  of  such  extension 
an  additional  row  of  trees;  and  then  to  divide  the 
remainder  of  the  avenue  into  three  parallel  strip* 

!  — the  center  strip  to  be  twenty-eight  feet  wiile, 
and  covered  with  gravel;  the  side  strips  to  beeaelt 
twcniy-seveii  feet  wide,  to  be  paved  with  the 
small  oval  stones  above  mentioned.  The  width 
of  the  avenue  from  curb  to  curb  of  the  present 
grade,  is  one  hundred  and  eight  feet;  and  its  ex- 
tent, from  First  tb  Fifteenth  street,  is  six  thou- 
sand fivO'huiidred  feet — which  would  make  seven- 
ty-seven  thousand  eight  hundred    and   eighty 

I  square  yards  in  all.  Mr.  M.  here  examined  in 
detail  the  estimates  and  cost  under  the  plan  pro- 
posed in  the  bill  as  it  originally  stood,  as  com- 
pared with  the  plan  proposed  by  the  amendment, 
and  showed  that  the  extension  of  the  sidewaJka 
would  cause  an  increased  expense  of  $12,000— 
thus  making  the  necessity  for  $40,000,  instead  of 
(28,000.  The  committee,  he  said,  thoughtit  was 
proper  that  the  plan  of  the  amendment  should  be 
adopted.  Inasmuch  as  the  avenue  was  very  wide, 
a  part  could  probably  be  taken  from  the  traveling 
|)art  of  ihc  street,  so  as  to  extend  the  side  pave- 
ments thirteen  feet,  and  afford  room<for  an  addi- 
tional row  of  trees,  and  then  leave  sufficient  widlb 
in  the  center  for  all  traveling  purposes. 

Mr.  ALLEN  was  surprised  at  the  proposition 
now  before  the  Senate,  when  gentlemen  knew 
that  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  was  not 
overllowing.  The  people  were  not  in  a  condition 
to  pay  taxes  to  be  uselessly  squandered.  But, 
notwithstanding  that,  it  was  proposed  to  make  an 
expenditure  which  would  incur  an  additional  tax 
upon  them.  And  he  stated  the  fact  for  the' pur- 
pose of  letting  it  be  known  by  tde  nation  that  it 
was  proposed  to  appropriate,  as  a  beginning. 
$40,000,  not  to  make  Pennsylvania  avenue  a, 
proper  highway  for  the  accommodation  of  the  cit- 
izens, but  to  beautify  and  embellish  it  as  a  matter 
of  mere  ornament  to  this  city.  Here  was  a  street 
not  less  than  a  mile  in  length,  now  one  of  the 
broadest  and  most  beautiful  in  the  world;  and  it 
was  proposed  to  destroy  it  for  all  usefdl  purposes, 
by  constructing  it  and  paving  it  anew,  at  an  ex- 
pense of  perhaps  $200,000 — beginning  with  an 
appropriation  of^  $40,000  in  the  present  exhausted 
state  of  the  public  Treasury.  It  seemed  mon- 
strous to  call  on  the  Government  at  this  time  for 

'an  appropriation  for  any  such  purpose;  and  he 
was  surprised  that  thC  proposition  ilid  not  attract 
more  of  the  attention  of  the  Senate  than  it  did. 
There  was  $10,000  provided  in  the  bill  for  the 
graveling  and  paving  another  part  of  the  city,  in- 
dependent of  the  $40,000  provided  for  this  partic- 
ular street,  and  it  seemed  to  be  claimed  as  a  mat- 
ter of  course.  And  no  attention  was  petid  to  this 
proposition  to  draw  from  the  Treasury,  as  if  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1844. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


28T 


TrcBsnry  could  take  care  of  itself,  and  required 
no  gfuaraianship  whatever.  It  seemed  to  him 
that  this  proposition,  which  should  be  met  and 
condemned  in  the  Sena'te,  should  be  sent  to  the 
country  for  their  unmitigated  contempt.  He 
moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table;  and  on  that 
motion  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays.  He  sub- 
sequently withdrew  the  motion. 

Mr.  MILLER  said  he  hoped  that  this  bill 
would  not  fall  beneath  the  anathema  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Alleh,]  but  that  the  Sen- 
ate wQuld  proceed  to  consider  it.  It  was  not  a 
novell>ill.  It  hild  passed  the  Senate  at  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  and,  to  his  recollection,  with 
the  vote  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio. 

Mr.  ALLErT  observed  that  the  Senator  was 
mistaken.    He  called  for  the  Journal. 

Mr.  MILLER  said  he  might  be  mistaken;  but 
the  bill  passed  the  Senate  at  the  last  session,  and 
failed  in  its  passage  through  the  other  House,  for 
wantoftime.  The  bill  now  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Columbia  was  the  same 
which  heretofore  passed  the  Senate.  Whether 
the  yeas  and  nays  had  been  called  upon  it  he  did 
not  recollect;  but  it  did  not  receive  any  serious 
oppdtition.  That,  however,  had  nothing  to  do 
irilh  the  question.  Instead  of  crushing  the  bill 
in  the  manner  proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Ohio, 
[Mr.  Allen,]  by  laying  it  on  the  table,  the  Sen- 
ate should  proceed  at  once  to  consider  it.  It  was 
a  bill,  he  thought,  which  called  for  due  considera- 
tion at  the  hands  of  the  Senate.  The  gentleman 
would  not  deny  that  Pennsylvania  avenue  had 
always  been  considered  a  Government  street,  laid 
out  by  the  Government,  and  that  the  necessary 
expenses  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  it  in  order 
had  always  been  thrown  upon  the  Government. 
Nothing  was  asked  in  the  bill  but  what  was  ab- 
solutely necessary  to  put  the  avenue  in  a  proper 
stale  of  repair;  and  if,  in  doing  so,  a  little  orna- 
ment could  be  added  to  the  street,  he  trusted  there 
wrould  be  no  serious  objection  on  that  point.  The 
ornaments  wo^ld  not  increase  the. expenditpre  at 
all,  over  and  above  the  cost  of  a  few  trees,  and 
the  conduits  for  turning  the  water  off  the  side- 
-walks.  The  original  bill,  as  he  had  stated  to  the 
Senate,  and  would  state  again,  in  order  that  it 
might  be  thoroughly  understood, proposed  merely 
to  pave  the  avenue — to  put  it  in  a  state  of  repair, 
so  that  it  might  bo  traveled  upon  with  safety  and 
convenience  by  the  public.  It  was  not  necessary 
for  him  to  stale  to  members  of  the  Senate  that 
some  money  a(  least  should  be  expended  in  re- 
pairing Pennsylvania  avenpe;  for  every  Senator 
in  the  body  knew  the  fact,  if  he  had  ever  traveled 
upon  it.  The  only  question  was,  the  manner  in 
Tirhicb  the  repairs  should  be  done.  Nowtheeom- 
miitee  had  investigated  this  matter;  and,  upon 
reflection,  and  a  careful  examination  of  estimates 
furnished  by  experienced  persons,  the  cheapest 
manner  of  repairing  the  avenue  had  been  adopted. 
R  had  heretofore,  at  great  expense  to  the  Govern- 
ment— at  the  expense  of  about  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars — been  macadamized.  That  improve- 
ment was  now  worn  out.  It  was  absolutely 
necessary  that  something  should  be  done  for  its 
repair.  Three  modes  had  been  presented  to  the 
committee.  One  was  to  pave  the  avenue  by 
means  of  wooden  blocks — another  to  pave  it  with 
granite;  and  the  third',  to  make  the  pavement  of 
small  oval  stones.  The  commiitee  liad  thought 
proper  to  adopt  (he  latter  mode;  because,  in  the 
first  place,  it  was  the  cheapest  proposition  by 
twenty-five  or  fifty  per  cent.;  and,  in  llie  second 
place,  they  believed  it  to  be  the  best  kind  of  pave- 
ment, and  the  most  durable — certainly  the  best 
for  traveling  upon. 

How  could  this  bill  be  said  to  be  extrava|nnt.' 
He  put  the  question  to  the  Senator  from  Ohio, 
[Mr.  Allen.]  In  what  way  was  it  extravagant.' 
The  gentleman  had  made  the  assertion  that  a 
great  deal  of  money  was  about  to  be  expended 
for  the  purpose  of  ornamenting  the  street.  It 
was  not  so.  The  only  additional  expense  which 
the  bill  proposed  to  incur  was  in  widening  the 
side-walks  about  thirteen  feet.  A  pavement  of 
brick  could  be  made  as  cheap  as  a  pavement  of 
oval  stones;  that  is,  at  fifty  cents  a  square  yard; 
but  it  Would  neither  be  as  handsome  or  as  dura- 
ble. 

Mr.  BENTON  inquired  how  much  was  to  be 
added  to  the  side-walks? 

Mr.  MILLER  said  he  believed  they  were  now 
twenty-one  feet  wide.    By  adding  thirteen  feet 


i  they  would  be  thirty-four  feet  in  width.  The 
'  committee  thought  that  altogether  it  would  not 
add  much  to  the  expense,  and  it  would  certainly 
benefit  the  street.  By  means  of  this  extension, 
they  would  beenablea  to  plant  an  additional  row 
of  trees,  leaving  the  present  row  where  they  were. 
The  additional  expense,  as  he  had  stated,  would 
be  about  ten  or  twelve  thousand  dollars,  and  that 
was  all.  It  was  necessary,  in  making  any  im- 
provement at  air,  to  remove  the  curb-stones,  for 
the  purpose  of  altering  them  so  that  the  water 
which  now  floods  the  side- walks  would  be  drained 
off.  For  this  partof  the  work,  then,  there  would 
be  no  additional  expe^nse.  Under  these  views 
the  committee  thought  proper  to  adopt  two  amend- 
ments, and  to  present  them  to  the  consideration 
of  the  Senate.  If  it  was  not  proper  to  leave  the 
side- walks  in  their  present  state,  that  bod  y  would , 
of  course,  say  so.  The  bill  would  then  stand 
precisely  as  it  stood  when  its  passed  the  Senate 
at  the  last  session  of  Congress. 

Mr.  ALLEN  wished  to  know  upon  what  au- 
thority the  Senator  [Mr.  Milleb]  had  been  Justi- 
fied in  saying  that  he  had  supported  the  bill  by 
his'  vote  on  that  occasion  ? 

Mr.  MILLER  replied.that  he  had  stated  it  upon 
his  general  recollection. 

JVfr.  ALLEN  desired  to  know  if  there  Was  any 
ground  for  making  the  assestion. 

Mr.  MILLER  said  that,  to  the  best  of  his  rec- 
ollection, there  was  no  objection  made  to  the  bill 
at  all,  and  that  was  the  ground  which  he  had  for 
inferring  that  the  Senator  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Allen] 
had  supported  it. 

Mr.  ALLEN  observed  that  it  appeared,  then, 
there  was  no  ground  whatever  for  the  assertion 
that  he  bad  voted  for  it,  as  the  bill  passed  without 
objection.  He  found,  i^ion  referring  to  the  Jour- 
nal, that  it  passed  as  many  such  bifls  pass.  The 
Senator  [Mr.  Miller]  said  he  had  voted  for  it. 
"When  did  that  Senator,  or  any  other  Senator,  ever 
see  him  dirty  his  hands  by  voting  for  such  abuses 
as  this  upon  the  public  Treasury  ?  He  rose  to 
correct  him.  He  found  that  this  bill  passed  the 
Senate  itii  >ilm(t« — passed  it  without  one  recorded 
vote  ofthe  Senate  going  to  show  that  such  a  bill 
was  ever  before  the  body.  That  accounted  for 
the  Tact  that  the  Senator  [Mr.  Miller]  was  not 
apprised  ofthe  vote  upon  this  bill. 

The  Senate  was  an  attentive  body  to  all  bills 
passing  through  it;  no  legislative  body  was  ever 
more  so.  There  were  occasional  instances,  how- 
ever, during  a  press  of  business,  of  bills  running 
through  it  without  a  general  understanding  of 
their  character.  He  was  not  aware  that  there  had 
ever  been  such  a  bill  before  the  Senate  as  that 
passed  at  the  last  session,  to  which  reference  was 
made  by  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey,  [Mr.  Mil- 
leb,] and  he  would  renew  the  motion  to  lay  the 
bill  under  consideration  on  the  table.  However, 
he  would  not  make  that  motion  until  after  the 
debate  bad  concluded. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  rose  to  inquire  what  was 
the  estimate  of  the  whole  amount  necessary  to 
complete  those  improvements  i 

Mr.  MILLER  recapitulated  the  various  items, 
and  said  the  total  amount  proposed  tabe  appro- 
priated was  $40,443  for  the  work  to  be  done  on 
Pennsylvania  avenue;  butthere  was  a  further  ap- 
propriation of  $10,000  required,  namely,  for  the 
repairing  and  graveling  of  the  road  from  Seven- 
teenth street  to  Georgetown,  (6,000,  and  for  like 
improvement  of  the  road  to  the  public  burial 
gwund,  |4,000. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  said ,  that  bv  the  bill  under 
consideration,  a  sum  exceeding  forty  thousand 
dollars  was  to  be  expended  on  the  completion  of 
this  work;  and  it  seemed,  in  naming  this  sum, 
the  committee  had  taken  upon  themselves  to  cut 
down  the  estimate.  He  doubted  whether  they 
were  right  in  doing  so;  for  never,  within  hia  own 
recollection,  nor  within  (he  presumed)  the  recol- 
lection of  any  Senator  present,  was  it  known  that 
public  work  performed  under  the  direction  of  a 
competent  engineer  was  properly  finished  for  a 
less  amount  than  that  estimated  for  by  such  en- 
gineer, or  other  contractor;  on  the  contrary,  the 
expenses  were  generally,  if  not  always,  above 
the  estimate.  In  this  District,  especially,  where 
the  public  Treasury  was  the  paymaster,  actual 
expenditures  were  far  more,  apt  to  exceed  esti- 
mates than  in  the  States.  He  knew,  from  his 
own  experience,  that  contractors 'estimates  were 
scarcely  ever  found  to  be  within  ten  per  cent,  of 


their  eventual  claims.  This  might  not  appear, 
at  first  view,  to  be  the  fact;  the  work  mjgnt  be 
finished  apparently  fot  the  sum  named  in  the  es- 
timate; but  the  contractors  were  invariably  to  be 
found  hanging  on  with  claims  for  extra  work  not 
specified  in  the  contract;  and  these  claims  were 
never  set  at  rest  until  paid.  He  joined  in  the 
protest  of  the'Senator  from  Ohio,  against  drawing 
from  a  Treasury  far  from  full,  so  great  an  amount 
for  a  purpose  more  ornamental  than  useful,  whUe 
calls  from  every  side  of  the  country  were  flock* 
ing  in  for  aid  to  complete  national  and  essential 
improvements.  -  He  alluded  to  the  difficulty  ex- 
perienced in  obtaining  the  consent  of  the  gentle- 
men opposite  to  appropriate  the  comparatively 
trifling  sum  of  $150,000  for  removing  the  obstruc- 
tions and  improving  the  navigation  of  the  riven  of 
the  mighty  West — a  national  highway  charged 
with  the  freight  of  an  empire  in,extent.  He  and 
others  had  asked  in  vain  for  an  appropriation  of 
$50,000  for  the  improvement  and  eatry  ing  through 
the  great  Cumberland  road,  which  would  have 
essentially  benefited  the  population  of  a  million 
inhabitants  in  Indiana;  and.now  they  were  asked 
for  the  same  amount  to  improve  andfbeautify  one 
mile  of  road  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  It  was 
the  duty  of  the  Senate  to  deal  liberally  with  the 
District,  but  not  extravagantly;  and  be  would 
therefore  vote  such  appropriation  as  was  abso- 
lutely necessary  for  repairing  Pennsylvania  ave- 
nue, but  no  more. 

Mr.  KING  said  the  simple  question  was,  as 
he  understood,  whether  this  city,  laid  out  by  and 
for  the  purposes  of  government,  should  be  kept 
in  proper  repair  by  the  resident  population;  in 
other  words,  whether  the  people  residing  in  the 
city  should  be  at  the  expense  of  keeping  in  order 
the  property  of  the  Government?  He  did  not 
thintrany  Senator  would  be  found  to  say  that  the 
people  of 'Washington  should  be  taxed  to  keep 
in  passable  order  a  Government  thoroughfare. 
Pennsylvania  avenue  was  so  considered  from  the 
commencementof  the  Government  here,and  must 
continue  to  be  considered  so.  It  was  under  that 
conviction  Congress  acted,  when  it  voted  a  large 
sum  for  macadamizing  that  road — under  the  im- 
pression that  such  expenditure  was  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  great  Government  thoroughfare 
leading  from  the  Capitol  to  the  public  Depart- 
ments and  the  President's  house.  The  improve- 
ments effected  by  that  expenditure,  which,  as 
being  of  permanent  service,  he  had  hia  doubts  of 
at  the  time,  were  now  worn  out,  and  the  avenue 
was  nearly  (if  not,  ai  times,  in  some  parts, 
wholly)  impassable.  It  was,  as  he  before  stated, 
a  Government  thoroughfare;  and,  as  such,  the 
citizens  have  no  right  to  be  called  on  to  keep  it 
in  proper  order.  They  had  not  only  as  much, 
but  more  than  they  could  do  to  keep  the  other 
streets  of  the  city  in  repair.  The  means  at  their 
command  for  such  purposes  were  more  than 
absorbed  in  the  necessary  expenditures  on  those 
streets.  As  to  the^urgument  held  out  by  the 
Senator  from  Ohio,  that  the  appropriation  was 
sought,  for  the  mere  purpose  of  beautifying  or 
ornamenting  the  avenue,  he  thought  it  would 
admit  of  a  different  construction.  He  thought 
that  gentlemen  were  not  aware  that  it  would  not 
only  be  done  at  a  very  trifling  expense,  but, 
taking  from  the  center  or  main  road,  tnat  portion 
proposed  to  be  added  to  the  side-walks  would 
actually  lessen  the  total  expense;  as  the  paving 
and  graveling  of  the  entire  width  now  in  use  for 
carriages  could  not  be  done  for  so  small  a  sum  as 
the  improvements  provided  for  in  the  bill  could 
be  effected.  There  was  another  object  in  extend- 
ing the  width  of  the  side-walks  which  be  believed 
was  not  generally  understood. 

The  present  grading  of  the  avenue  was  alto- 
gether imperfect,  and  calculated  to  injure  all  prop- 
erty on  It,  as  it  did  not  carry  on  the  water, 
which,  on  the  most  trifling  overflow,  inundated 
the  cellars  of  the  houses,  and  thus  destoyed  per- 
ishable property,  and  sapped  the  foundations  of 
the  builflin^.  The  proposed  improvements  would 
remove  this  cause  of  complaint.  The  grading 
would  be  raised,  and  a  continuous  and  permanent 
water-run  effected  from  the  President  s  house  to 
the  Capitol.  The  water  would  be  carried  from 
the  houses^,  and  the  thoroughfare  kept  free  from 
the  mud  banks  which  now  disgrace  and  render  it 
nearly  impassable.  The  additional  trifl.ng  ex- 
penditure called  for  to  carry  out  these  improve- 
ments should  not  be  considered  an  object,  where 
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so  great  a  good  was  to  be  efiected.  The  simple 
question  was,  does  Congress  consider  it  neces- 
sary to  makevny  appropriation  for  the  purpose ) 
Does  Congress  consider  itself  bound  by  no  obli- 
gation to  enable  us  to  pass  from  one  end  of  the 
city  to  the  other?  If  not,  then  there  is  an  end  to 
it.  The  bill  was  not  to  relieve  the  citizens;  it 
was  to  effect  a  national  good.  The  bill  of  last 
session,  whiob  the  boaorable  Senator  from  Ohio 
characterized  as  hanne  passed  $vb  tiUntio,  was 
long  enough  before  the  Senate  to  enable  every  man 
here  to  make  himself  acquainted  with  its  details, 
and  was  not  passed  as  that  gentleman  described; 
it  was  passed  after  mature  consideration,  from  a 
conviction  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  that  it  was 
imperatively  necessary  for  something  to  be  done 
immediately  to  prevent  the  thoroughfare  from 
becominguseless,  or  blocked  upbymud  or  broken 
road.  That  bill  appropriated  |38,000  for  the  pur- 
pose of  puttiiig  tbe  avenue  in  a  state  of  repair; 
but  the  committee  to  which  the  mailer  had  since 
been  referred  recommended  an  additional  sum  of 
(12,000  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  improve- 
ments permanent,  and  of  confvrnng  many  and 
great  addiiional  advantages. 

In  this  view  he  concurred  with  the  committee, 
and  recommended  tlie  bringing  the  matter  before 
the  Senate,  with  whom  it  would  lie  either  to  grant 
the  smallest  possible  sum  to  effect,  temporarily, 
the  repairs  which  could  no  longer  be  delayed;  or  I 
such  sum  as  the  committee  recommended;  which 
would  moke  tlie  improvements  permanent.  He  | 
did  not  think  that  the  wants  of  any  State  or  States 
bad  anv  bearing  on  the  question.  The  country  i 
which  ne  came  from  required,  for  its  interest,  as  | 
much  improvements  in  roads  and  rivers  as  any 
others.  Their  limestone  roads  were  in  winter 
out  up  and  rendered  wholly  impassable.  The 
rivers  which  convey  the  whole  produce  of  Ala- 
bama to  Mobile  had  fallen,  were  full  of  snags,  and 
dangerous  to  navigate,  yet  Alabama  sought  no 
appropriation  to  remove  those  obstructions  in  her 
rivers,  or  to  improve  her  roads.  The  necessity 
fur  appropriations  to  clear  the  navigation  of  the 
Mississippi  could  not  be  pressed  on  the  attention 
of  this  body' too  often,  or  in  too  glowing  terms; 
for  such  ho  had  always  voted,  aimwould  always 
vole;  but  he  thought  that  obstructions  in  small 
streams  or  State  roads  should  be  removed  by  the 
States,  and  not  by  the  General  Government.  He 
asked  if  the  Senate  was  prepared  to  suffer  the 
avenue  to  become  impassable;  or  were  they  dis- 
posed to  consider  what  it  would  take  to  put  it  in 
perfect  and  permanent  repair?  Some  gentlemen 
say  $150,000  or  (^0,000;  but  it  would  take  no 
such  thing.  An  individual  who  perfectly  under- 
stood the  whole  concern,  had  proposed  to  do  it 
for  the  sum  named  in  the  bill;  other  proposals 
had  been  received  from  persons  who  had  devoted 
lime  and  alteniion  to  what  the  expense  would  be; 
and  all  concurred  that  the  amount  proposed  in  the 
bin  would  be  fully  sufficient.  There  were  those 
ready  to  execute  the  work,,undcr  proper  super- 
intendents, and  who  would  'be  bound  to  finish  it 
according  to  contract,  without  seeking  an  addi- 
tional dollar.  Although  heacknowlcdged  the  pub- 
lic Treasury  was  not  overburdened  with  money, 
yet  neither  was  it  so  miserably  poor  as  to  be  un- 
able to  meet  the  expenditure  called  for  to  improve 
its  own  property. 

If  gentlemen,  however,  were  averse  to  taking 
this  amount  from  the  Treasury,  let  ihem  at  once 
sell  a  portion  of  the  immense  landed  prnpertv  that 
they  (as  Oovemmcnt)  owned  in  the  city,  and  with 
the  produce  let  them  not  only  make,  but  light 
streets,  which  all  would  acknowledge  was  want- 
ing, and  effect  such  other  many  essential  improve- 
ments, as  the  city  required.  It  is  said  by  some 
the  city  have  a  right  to  do  these  things;  but  be 
told  (hem  the  city  had  not  the  means,  and  if  it  i 
bad,  it  hod  no  right  to  do  so.  It  was  the  city  of 
the  people — the  city  of  the  Union;  und  imnrove- 
menu  effected  in  it  were  for  the  benefit  of  all.  Ho 
did  not  consider  the  measure  deserving  of  the 
strong  language  used  by  the  Senator  from  Ohio; 
it  did  not  call  for  such  denunciations,  but  rather  I 
required  calm  consideration.  He  could  not  sup- 
pose thatgenllemen  meantanything  hurtful  to  the 
feelings  of  other  Senators;  for  himself,  he  was 
not  in  the  habit  of  advocating  improper  measures, 
or  meddling  in  any  way  with  dirty  ousiness.  He 
thought  the  bill  should  pass,  if  the  Senate  was 
not  prepared  to  have  the  city  converted  into  a 
mud  hole.    As  to  the  additional  appropriation,  it 


was  not,  perhaps,  so  important  at  the  present 
time;  although  no  Senator  would  deny  how  much 
that  portion  of  it  wos  required,  which  provided 
for  the  repairing  of  the  road  leading  to  the  public 
burial  ground. 

Mr.  BAYARD  thought  tbe  Senator  from  Ohio, 
and  the  gentlemen  opposed  to  (he  biH,  did  notseem 
to  understand  the  claims  the  city  bad  on  the  Gov- 
ernment. The  Senator  from  Ohio  supposed  that 
the  bill  of  last  session  passed  tub  ailcntio,  or  was, 
in  other  words,  smuggled  through  the  Senate. 
At  that  time  he  occupied  the  same  position  in  the 
Committee  on  the  District  as  that  now  held  by  the 
honorable  Senator  from  New  Jersey  who  intro- 
duced the  bill;  and  be  reeollected  perfectly  that 
there  was  a  long  and  detailed  discussion  on  the 
statistics  of  that  bill,  raised  by  his  lamented  friend 
from  Missouri,  who  tlien  sal  on  his  right.  So  far, 
then,  that  bill  did  not  pass  sub  riUntio,  as  com- 
plained of. 

The  same  bill  now  comes  from  the  committee, 
who  had  given  to  itfuU  and  patient  consideration, 
with  a  demand  for  an  additional  appropriation; 
and  he  would  say  to  those  gentlemen  who  were 
not  acquainted  with  it,  that  the  proposal  for  Gov- 
ernment to  carry  out  the  improvements  provided 
for  by  this  bill  were  founded  on  these  considera- 
tions. The  original  plan  of  this  city  covered  en 
area  of  eleven  square  miles,  equal  to  seven  thou- 
sand one  hundred  and  ijiirty-four  acres;  out  of 
these  seven  thousand  one  hundred  and  thirty-four 
acres,  there  were  devoted  or  laid  out  for  public 
highways  no  less  than  three  thousand  six  hun- 
dred and  four  acres;  giving  in  streets  a  length  of 
two  hundred  and  sixty-four  miles,  and  a  width 
of  one  hundred  feet.  Upon  this  gigantic,  scale 
was  this  city  laid  out,  under  the  auspices  and  di- 
rections of  President  jfefferaon.  Nearly  one  half 
of  the  entire  extent  was,  as  he  before  slated,  laid 
out  in  streets  and  avenues;  and  of  what  remained 
Government  took  to  itself  one  half,  being  ten- 
thousand  onehundredand  thirty-six  buildinglots, 
and  seventeen  squares,  containing  five  hundred 
and  forty-one  acres.  This  portion  held  by  Gov- 
ernment was,  and  is,  exempt  from  all  taxes,  and 
was  increased  in  value  by  private  enterprise;  for 
wherever  private  property  was  improved,  it  con- 
sequently enhanced  the  value  of  the  adjoiiriiig 
lots  held  by  Government.  While  the  property 
ofGovernment  thus  continued  exempt  firom  taxes, 
the  holding  of  city  property  by  private  individ- 
uals became,  in  most  instances,  ruinous.  The 
heavy  taxes  which  the  municipal  anthoriiies  were 
forced  to  put  on,  ground  down  and  impoverished 
the  citizens;  and  many  persons  now  reduced  from 
comport,  if  not  affluence,  to  actual  want,  had  to 
attribute  their  sad  change  in  circumstances  to  the 
factor  not  being  able  lo  pay  the  taxes  demanded, 
and  the  consequent  forfeiture  of  their  property  for 
such  inability.  Whole  sheets  of  the  public  pa- 
pers would  be  found  filled  with  adverlisemema  of 
property  lo  be  sold  for  non-payment  of  taxes.  It 
was  in  consideration  ofGovernment  beingexempt 
from  those  taxes  which  proved  ruinous  to  so 
many,  that  appropriations  had,  from  time  to  time, 
been  made  by  Congress,  not  for  relief  of  the  citi- 
zens of  Washington,  but  lo  keep  the  people's 
property  in  repair.  Those  appropriations  were 
far  from  the  amount  that  Government  would  have 
to  pay,  if  taxed  the  same  as  all  other  holders  of 
property  in  the  city.  All  that  was  now  asked 
was  rni  appropriation  from  Government  sufficient 
to  put  its  own  highway  into  a  stale  of  repair;  and 
by  so  doing,  save  its  own  properly  from  gradu- 
ally sinking  into  ruin.  He  saw  no  cause  for  t^e 
violenlindignation  expressed  by  the  Senator  from 
Ohio.  On  the  contrary,  he  thought  that  the  citi- 
zens were  more  entitled  lo  the  sympathy  of  the 
Senate,  on  account  of  the  enormous  taxation  they 
were  burdeded  with.  He  doubted  the  legality  of 
any  municipal  taxation.  The  city  was  built  on 
a  scale  of  national  magnitude.  It  belonged  to 
the  nation;  and,  as  sucli ,  Congress  was  bound  to 
provide  for  and  protect  it.  It  was  true  that  Con- 
gress delegated  to  the  citizens  municipal  govern-, 
mcnl.  They  asked,  in  an  evil  hour,  for  their 
charter.  It  was  granted;  and  from  tlial  day  to 
this,  they  found  cause  to  repent  it.  The  views 
that  he  entertained  were  those  of  President  Jeffer- 
son, who  considered  Government  wiB  bound  to 
pav  all  just  expenses  of  the  city. 

In  regard  to  the  increase  of  expenditure  called 
for  by  the  amendment,  he  was  not  prepared  to 
say  how  far  it  was  necessary;  but,  aware  that, 


before  recommended,  it  must  have  received  iha 
attentive  consideration  of  the  committee,  he  could 
have  no  hesitation  in  acquiescing  with  their  views. 
He  rcpea^d,  that  if  Government  was  taxed  at 
the  same  rate  as  the  private  holders  of  property, 
not  all  the  appropriations  granted,  including  that 
now  sought  for,  would  come  nigh  disdiarging  tbe 
debt  they  would  now  owe  tbe  city. 

Mr.  ALLEN  remarked  tliat,  as  often  aa  appro- 
priation bills  for  the  city  or  District  were  brou^t 
before  that  body,  it  was  argued  that  they  should 
be  granted  without  opposition  on  the  ground  of 
this  being  tbe  seal  ot  Government.  Now,  he 
thought  that  the  very  fact  of  Government  dis- 
barsing  annually  $3,000,000  from  the  public 
Treasury  was  more  than  equivalent  for  the  ad- 
vantages which  it  was  argued  they  enjoyed  from 
iheir  exemption  from  taxes  He  thought  the  ael- 
ilemi-nt  of  Govcrnmert  here  should  be  viewed  aa 
elsewhere — a  local  good.  Iq  every  Stale  whera 
it  was  proposed  to  settle  down  a  seat  of  govern- 
ment, there  was  a  competition  among  towns  and 
cities  to  see  which  would  be  chosen,  and  this 
compctiiion  arose  from  a  knowledge  of  the  ad- 
vantages which  the  seat  of  government  conferred 
on  the  place  of  its  location.  He  never  heard  of 
a  Stale  being  called  on  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the 
city  where  its  capitol  was  seated;  and  he  thought 
i  the  same  doctrine  should  apply  here.  In  this  city 
I  Government  was  called  on  not  only  to  pave  and 
light  the  streets,  but  to  tear  up  a  good  (lavemenl 
I  for  the  purpose  of  putting  down  a  worse  one. 
They  were  called  on,  in  the  spirit  of  a  Treasury- 
grasping  system,  to  give  $^,000  for  the  purpose 
of  ornamenting  and  beautifying  one  mile  of  a 
street.  The  Slate  of  Ohio,  which  he  represented, 
contained  one  tenth  the  population  of  the  United 
States,  and  would  consequently  have  to  pay  one 
tenth  the  amount  required,  as  their  portion.  He 
was  not  the  man  lo  vote  such  sum  out  of  the 
pockets  of  the  people  of  Ohio  for  tb^  purpose  of 
ornamenting,  wiih  rows  of  trees,  one  mile  of 
Pennsylvania  avenue — knowing,  as  he  did,  that 
there  Vas  not  tfr  this  moment  a  mere  beautiful  or 
commodious  street  within  the  limits  of  the  Re- 
public. He  did  not  complain  of  tbe  vole  of  anjr 
Senator,  neither  were  his  remarks  intended  to 
control  the  vote  of  any  member  of  that  body;  but 
he  could  not  let  such  a  measure  pass  silently,  aa 
he  did  not  feel  himself  sufficiently  strong  to  take 
the  responsibility  of  so  great  an  evil.  He  recol- 
lected proposing  an  appropriation  of-(100,000  for 
the  purpose  of  placing  armed  steamers  on  the 
lakes,  to  guard  against  the  action  of  British  armed 
steamers  then  placed  there;  and  yet  this  expend- 
iture, which  was  to  extend  a  protection  over  an 
extent  of  fifteen  hundred  miles,  and  which  was 
a.sked  in  the  face  of  a  danger  threatening  the  Re- 
public, was  only  carried  by  a  majority  of  two^ 
so  great  n  dread  of  extravagance,  so  holy  a  hor- 
ror of  taxation,  had  the  gentlemen  who  now  ad- 
vocate the  expenditure  of  half  that  sum  in  orna- 
menting Pennsylvania  avenue.  He  agreed  with 
the  Senator  from  Indiana,  that  no  estimates  ever 
covered  the  actual  expenses  of  a  contract  work; 
there  was,  and  would  always  be,  some  sfler  de- 
mand. In  making  the  remarks  he  did,  he  denied 
having  any  unkind  feeling  lo  l|ie  District;  he  felt 
himself  only  performing  a  duly;  and  if  acting  on 
the  responsibility  which  he  owed  to  truth, justice, 
and  the  people,  was  to  be  designated  unkindneaa 
to  any  party  or  individual,  he  knew  not  how  a 
Senator,  conscientiously  performing  hi*  duty, 
was  to  escape  the  charge. 

Mr.  MILLEA  observed  that  the  Senator  from 
Ohio  [Mr.'  Allen]  spoke  of  the  appropriation  aa 
if  it  was  a  proposition  merely  to  ornament  tbe 
city.  He  considers  it  an  appropriation  of  $50,000 
out  of  the  public  Treasury  for  mere  purposes  of 
ornament !  Let  the  facta  of  the  cose  be  looked 
into.  What  part  of  this  appropriation  was  to  be 
applied  for  the  purposes  of  ornament }  Was  there 
any,  except  so  much  as  might  be  necessaryfor 
planting  the  trees  and  providing  boxes  for  their 
security  ?  And  how  much  did  that  amount  to  t 
About  |1,400!  That  was  the  whole  amount  to 
be  expended  on  what  might  be  called  mere  orna- 
ment; but  was  it  for  nothing  but  ornament?  Did 
every  one  who  planted  trees  do  it  merely  for  or- 
nament? No;  there  were  other  objects  in  view— 
their  future  value  and  the  comfort  of  their  shade 
and  shelter  were  looked  forward  to.  Now,  if 
Congress  was  to  be  kept  in  session  till  the  month 
of  August,  during  the  long  aeasioos,  (as  wm  very 
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probable,  looking  to  what  lias  occurred,  and  the 
utdieationB  of  the  times,)  would  there  be  nocom- 
penaalion  for  this  paltry  expenditure  of  $1,400, 
in  the  grateful  shade  of  these  trees  to  members  of 
Congress  and  others  having  business  to  transact 
between  the  Capitol  aixt  tlie  Departments,  and 
necetmrily  obliged  to  pass  through  that  thoroas;h- 
Aire  from  one  point  to  the  other  i  Yet  this  paltry 
•urn  for  such  a  desirable,  if  not  necessary;  pur* 
pose,  is  to  be  the  foundation  of  the  whole  appro* 
prialion  being  branded  as  on  enormous  expend!- 
tare !  How  much  of  it  will  the  constituents  of  the 
Senator  from  Ohio  have  to  pay,  admitting  that 
they  are  a  tenth  of  the  population  of  litis  Union? 
Mow  lie  submitted  to  every  Senator  whether  he 
w  not  satisfied  that  it  is  a  necessary  expenditure 
for  the  safely  of  every  traveler,  and  fi>r  tlie  cem- 
fort  of  every  man  and  woman  walking  on  the 
•ideways  of  Pennsylvania  avenue !  ThoScoator 
from  Oliio  says  if  tnis  Capitol  were  oiTercd  to  be 
placed  in  any  city  of  any  Stale  in  this  Union,  that 
futy  would  gladly  incur  all  necessary  expenses  of 
keeping  itsbighwaya  in  repair,for  the  benefit  re- 
ceived, without  even  calling  on  the  Government 
Car  one  dollar  from  the  public  Treasury.  All  that 
may  be  very  true;  because  the  inhabitants,  in  that 
ease,  would  be  the  only  party  benefited.  Here  it 
vras  diSerenl:  the  Government  owned  a  consid- 
erable portion  of  tlie  property  in  the  pity,  which 
portion  paid  no  taxes,  and  would  be  enhanced  in 
▼aloe  by  its  own  expenditure.  Tlie  real  circum- 
stances were  to  be  considered;  not  the  supposi- 
titious ease  put  by  the  Senator. 

But  if  the  Senator  must  suppose  a  case,  let  him 
do  it  with  rircumsbinccs  parallel  to  the  existing 
f»eUt,  Let  him  suppose  tlvat,  on  the  removal  of 
the  Capitol  to  any  other  city,  instead  of  being  sat- 
iafied  with  the  manner  in  which  the  public  high- 
ivays  were  laid  out,  the  Government  should  un- 
dertake to  make  the  streets  one  hundred  and  eigiit 
fbel  wide,  (us  it  has  done  with  regard  to  Pennsyl- 
wania  avenue,)  for  iis  own  purposes;  would  not 
that  eiiy  require  it  to  do  so  at  its  own  expense, 
and  not  to  dtinoiid  such  an  unreasonable  thing  as 
that  the  citizens  should  be  ut  the  expense?  Those 
avenues  were  laid  out  by  the  Government;  they 
■ware  made  fur  its  purpoai'S,and  to  suit  its  views; 
and  all  expenses  of  keeping  them  up,  and  making 
tbem  saiistaciory  for  the  objects  of  tht  Govern- 
ment, should  be  inciirreif  by  the  Government 
itself.  In  the  year  I830,f  lOO.OOil  were  expended 
on  macadamizing  tiic  hv<miuc.  It  is  ri>und,in  the 
course  of  time,  necessary  that  considerable  repairs 
■hpuld  be  made.  The  only  question  before  the 
Senate  was,  whether  the  plan  presented  to  it  by 
tbe  iwmmiltce  deputed  to  consider  the  subject, 
should  be  adopted,  or  some  other  pliin;  for  the 
repairs  bate  to  be  done,  and  cannot  be  either  ne- 
glected or  accompiishi'd  without  the  necessary 
means.  Tlie  committee  had  looked  carefully  into 
the  plans  and  estimates,  and  had  concluded  that, 
with  the  amendments  which  they  proposed,  the 
bill  would  authorize  the  best  anu  cheapest  plan 
that  could  be  adopted;  at  the  same  time  uniting 
till  the  advantages  pf  ornament  and  comfort,  with- 
out additional  expense.  They  considered  '  the 
street  at  present  wider  than  necessary ^being  one 
hundred  and  eight  feet  from  curb  to  curb — which 
caused  more  expense  in  keeping  It  in  repair  than 
otherwise  woiila  be  requisite.  He  believed  Broad- 
way, in  the  city  of  New  York,  was  only  forty- 
ene  feet  from  curb  to  curb;  and  yet  that  was  found 
enpaeious  enough  for  the  thoroughfare  of  a  city 
ten  times  the  size  of  this.  The  committee,  there- 
fore, proposed  to  take  off  part  of  this  width  of 
one  hundred  and  eight  feet  and  add  it  to  the  side 
walks,  witicb,  once  paved  with  brick,  would  last 
much  longer.  Now,  if  this  saving  be  taken  into 
secoont,  and  also  the  saving  of  having  a  less  sur- 
face of  street — the  paved  carriage  waya — to  keep 
in  repair  than  now,  it  will  be  found  that  the  orna- 
nwnliai  part  of  the  plan  actually  costs  nothing. 
There  would  be,  in  fact,  on  thai  score,  no  addi- 
tional expense,  for  the  argument  of  the  Senator 
from  Ohio  could  only  appiv  to  the  rows  of  trees 
to  be  planted.  He  hoped  ineamendinenls  would 
be  adopted. 
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Mr.  ALLEN  renewed  his  motion  to  lay  the  bill  ; 
on  the  table;  on  which  motion  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  ordered. 

They  were  taken,  and  resulted  in  the  negative 
— yeas  8,  nays  33;  as  follows: 

TB AS— Memra.  Atlen.AtcliiMin.  AUietton,  Dreese,  Foir- 
Oolil,  Hann«iraii,  Setnple,  and  Wrinht— 8. 

NAVd-MuMrs.  .\iclH'r.  Uagby,  Harrow.  Dntn,  Rajrard, 
Benton,  Berrien,  UuctlRtian,  Clioiite,  t'layloti,  Dnylon, 
Ev.-ini),  r*wt<'r,  Pmnci*,  Fiilton,  [liiyn-iiiid,  jKninFiii,  King, 
McDulttn,  Mnneuni,  Merrick,  Mitli^r,  Ponrcc.  Plttilpe.  Por- 
ter, Uivi's.  SiinuinnB,  Sturjeoa,  Tallmadgo,  Upliaui,  Walk- 
er, and  Wbiie — 32. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  amendments  pro- 
posed by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia,  [Mr.  Miller.]  The  one 
substituting,  in  thefirst  section  of  the  bill,  $40,000 
for  $28,000,  was  agreed  to.  The  other  amend- 
ment, striking  out  the  second  section  of  the  bill 
and  substituting  the  following  in  lieu  thereof,  was 
agreed  to: 

Andbrit  fwrihtr  enacteif  That  the  monpy  hereby  ap- 
proprintud  almll  be  expended  in  repnvins  and  repairing  lliat 
portion  nf  the  said  avenue  lyinn  Itetwcen  wnttl  First  street 
and  wcfst  Firteentli  street  in  ilie  ihtlnwin:;  manner,  to  wit : 
the  9ide  walks  to  bo  extended  tiiirteen  fitet  in  widdi,  nnd 
planiad  with  an  addilionitl  row  of  trees.  Tbe  renininiler  of  ■ 
tioid  avenue  to  be  divided  into  three  parallel  slripii,  the 
center  fEtrip  to  be  twenty-ciglit  feet  wide,  and  covered  Willi 
grnvel :  the  vide  parallel  strips  to  be  each  twenty-seven  feet 
wide,  and  paved  with  Maall  oval  stones  not  larger  than 
tliri'ti  itjclies  in  diameter.  The  Kaid  work  to  be  executed 
by  the  public  gardener  and  Ids  a:^sistants,  under  Ihe  super- 
intendence of  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  agreeably  to  such 
grailes  and  levels  as  mtiy  be  prescribed  by  an  engineer,  to 
be  appointed  for  that  purpose  by  the  Presideot  of  Uie  United 
Suites, 

'  The  bill  was  then  reported  back  to  the  Senate, 
and  the  amendments  were  concurred  in. 

On  the  question  of  ordering  the  bill  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading, 

Mr.  ALLEN  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered. 

It  was  decided  that  the  bill  should  lie  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time — yeas  33,  nays  8;  as  fol- 
lows: 

VEA9— Messrs.  Archer,  Hagby,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bavnrd, 
Benton,  Berrien.  Ilnchnnan.  oiuiate,  Clayton,  Colquilt, 
Diiyti>n.  Kviins,  Fninciii,  Fulton.  IlQywnod.Jnrnneht,  Kiitff, 
McDiiflie,  Mangiiin.  Merrick.  Miller,  Pearce,  Phelpit,  Por- 
ter. Itives.  Sevier.Siininons.SttirjiedjijTaUmadgc,  Upliam, 
VV.ilker,  lind  tVlilie— 33. 

N  A  V:j— MvssrM.  Allen.  Ateliimn.  Athenon,  Bteese,  Pair- 
field,  llaoiicgan,  Semple,  and  VVriffht— 8. 

The  ennillcd  bill  from  the  House,  restoring  to 
General  Jackson  the  fine  imposed  upon  him  by 
Judge  Hall,  was  then  signed  by  the  President  pro 
tempore. 

On  motion  of  Mr  MERRICK,  the  Senate 
then  proceeded  to  the  r/insideration  of  executive 
business;  and,  after  some  lime  spent  therein, 
adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
TuuRSDAT,  Fefrrworji  13, 1844. 
The  Jmirnal  having  been  read, 
Mr.  KING,  of  Massachusetts,  introduced  his 
colleague,  Hon.  Amos  Abbot,  lately  elected  a 
Representative  from  the  State  of  Massachusetts; 
and  Mr.  Abbot  having  presented  liimnelf  at  the 
table,  the  oath  to  support  the  Constitution  was 
administered  to  him  by  the  Speaker. 

RBSrCNATION  OF  A  MEMBER.  ' 
The  SPEAKER  laid  l<efore  the  House  a  letter 
from  Hon.  Hcwar  A.  Wise,  staling  that  he  had 
this  day  transmitted  to  the  Governor  of  the  State 
of  Virginia  his  resignation  of  his  seat  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States, 
and  taking  leave  of  the  House  with  the  kindest 
expression!  of  respect  and  regard  for  all  its  mem-' 
bers.  • 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HOPKINS,  the  letter  wa« 
laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be'printed. 

REPORT  ON  ELECTION  OF  MEMBERS. 
The  SPEAKER  announced  that  the  first  busi- 
ness in  order  was  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Elections,  the  first  question  being  on  the  resolu- 
tion afilrming  the  right  of  the  members  elected 
from  the  State  of  Mississippi  to  their  seats. 


Mr.  C.JOHNSON  suggested  whether  it  would 
not  be  better,  before  proceeding  to  the  order  of 
tlie  day,  to  dispose  of  the  communicationa  on 
the  Speaker's  table  by  referring  them  to  the  aii- 

CroprJHte  committees.    But  objection  being  made  ° 
y  several. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  order  of  the  day) 
and  the  question  wax  put  on  the  following  reio- 
lulioB,  no  division  of  it  having  been  called  for: 

Raoltitd,  tin.  That  tlit  rnltnwiiif  mcmben  ftnin  Misate- 
•ippi,  to  wit:  Jacob  THOMrsoN,  Williih  U.  IIahjutt, 
R.  W.  ItOBERTs,  and  'i'lLOUMAif  M.  Tuckkd,  have  beea 
duly  ett^cted,  and  are  eniiiled  to  seals  in  Uiia  House  aa 
meinhi*rs  iVotn  the  Stale  nibresaid. 

The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  called  through 
by  the  Clerk, 

Mr.  SEMPLE  asked,  in  bchalfof  the  member* 
of  the  committee  on  the  Massachusetts  resolu- 
tions, that  they  might  be  allowed  to  vote  on  the 
(luestion;  having,  as  he  said,  just  come  in  from 
their  committee  room. 

On  taking  the  vote  on  this  motion,  it  was  re- 
jected. 

The  SPEAKER  then  announced  the  vole  on 
the  above  resolution  to  be — yeas  97,  nays  55;  oa 
follows: 

YB/\S— Mcasrs.  Anderson,  Aikiiison,  Bcardsley,  Benmn, 
Ridlaek,  James  Ulaek,  Ulackwell,  BiwMer,  Uoyd,  Jacob 
Btlnkcrholf,  Urudhoad,  Aaron  V.  Brown.  William  J.  Brown, 
Burke,  Burt,  Oaklwvll,  Oary,  t;allin,  Reuben  Chapman, 
Augiiauis  A.  Chapman,  Cross,  Cullom,  Dana,  Ricbanl  D. 
Davis,  John  \V.  Davis,  Ueaii,  Dilliiighani,  Drotngnole, 
Duncan,  Unnlap,  Ellis.  Gliner,  Farlce,  Ficklin,  Foster, 
French,  Byrain  fireeii,  Hale,  llniullii,  ilammelt,  llnralson. 
Mays,  Herrick,  lloge.  llopkins,  Houston,  liubard,  tlubliell, 
James  II.  ijiiiit,  Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  Cave  Jolinson,  An- 
drew Johnson,  Geurye  \V.  Jones,  Kennedy,  Prer'tou  Kuig, 
Labraiiche,  l.ennanl.  Lucas,  T.iiinpkin,  Met^iiislen,  Ma- 
clay,  McClelland,  McCleniaiid,  McConiiell,  McDowell, 
Mathews,  Moore.  Murphy,  Norris,  Owen,  Parmenler, 
Payne.  Eiuery  B.  Poller,  Pratt,  Purdy,  David  S.  Reid,  Red- 
ing, Uhoit.  Rittcr.  Robinson,  Hessell,  St.  Jolui,  Saunders, 
Thomas  IL  Seyuiour.  David  I..  Si^ymour,  Simons,  Slidell, 
Jolin  T.  Smith,  Thmnas  Siniili,  llnbert  Smith,  Sieenrod, 
Stetson,  John  Stewart,  Stiles,  stone,  Strong,  Stkei,  Tay- 
lor, Thoinp-'nn,  Tihlntts,  Tucker,  VVeller,  Wenlwettn, 
Wlirainn.  Williams,  and  Joseph  A.  Wright— 97. 

N.^YS— .Messrs.  Abbot,  Adams,  Ashe,  Baker,  Banringer, 
Barnard,  Belscr,  Milton  Brown,  Butliiiiit<m,  Cnniplicit, 
Carroll,  Ivhillon,  Clinch,  Chngniiiii,  Cmiistoii,  Garrett  Da- 
vis, Delierry,  Dellet,  Dickey,  Dickinson,  Full,  Florence, 
Foot,  Frtek.  Gidditiffs,  Willis  Green,  Uriuncll,  Hardin, 
Harper,  Hntlson,  VVa.-hiiifton  Hum,  lrvin,Jcnks,  Perley 
B.  Johnson,  Daniel  P.  King,  Kirkiiatrtck,  Mcllvalne, 
.Marsh.  Edward  J.  Morris,  IMorsc,  M<)*H(>y,  Newton,  Pat* 
tersou,  Peyton,  Elisiin  R.  I'otier,  ILuM-*ey,  Kayner,  Charles 
M.  Itced.  iiockwell, Rogers,  Sample, Sehenck,  Seuter,Sev- 
erancc,  Albert  SiuiUi,  <;alvb  B.  SniiUi,  Siiinniers,  Tyler, 
Vance,  Vuniueter,  Vinton,  While,  and  Winthrop— 55. 

So  the  members  elected  from  the  State  of  Mis- 
sissippi were  declared  to  be  duly  eutillcd  to  their 
seats. 

The  <]uestion  then  recurred  on  the  following 
resolution: 

JlssaleAl,  oJso,  That  the  following  members  (mn  Missou- 
ri, to  wit:  JoHl  jAMtaoH.  JOUN  BoWKR,  Jahcs  B.  Bow- 
LtN,  James  U.  Ret.rE,  and  Jamks  M.  Hoohrs,  have  been 
duly  elected,  and  an  enUtled  l»aeats  in  Uila  House  ss  meia 
bers  from  the  Stale  aforesaid. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  taken  on  this  reaolu- 
lion;  and  resulted — yeas  106,  nays  63. 

So  the  members  from  Missouri  were  declared 
entitled  to  their  !>eals. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  said,  in  connection  with 
this  subject  he  begged  leave  to  offer  the  following 
resolution: 

Raolvti.fnrtker,  Tluu  Ihe  rtections'of  members  In  the 
House  nf  Itepresentatives  of  the  Twenty  Eighth  Congriwn, 
held  respectively  in  Uie  States  of  New  Hampshire,  Georgia, 
Mississippi,  and  Missouri,  at  the  times,  places,  and  in  the 
ananner  prescribed  by  the  Legislatures  of  said  States,  are 
valid,  noiwilltstandilig  the  second  section  of  the  act  enUtled 
"  An  act  for  the  apporUonmeni  of  Repiescntatives  aowmg 
the  several  Suites  uccordiDS  to  the  aiiUi  ceosua,"  approved 
June  25, 1842. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  again  rose,  when  the  res- 
olution had  been  read,  and  said  he  would  barely 
remark 

Mr.  WHITE  roseto  a  question  of  order.  The 

firevious  question  had  been  ordered  on  the  reso- 
ulions  just  acted  on,  and  it  was  not  competent 
for  Ihe  gentleman  from  Virginia  now  to  move  an 
amendment. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  main  question  orderetl 
under  the  operation  of  the  preriotts  question  waj 
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on  the  reaolulioni  which  had  severally  been  passed 
upon  by  the  House. 

Mr.  WHITE  aaid,  then, if  the  whole  question 
had  been  disposed  of,  ho  should  like  to  knowhow 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  could  -offer  any 
amendment?  ^ 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  said  he  did  not  ofTer  his 
resolution  as  an  amendment,  but  as  an  additional 
resolution  on  the  same  subject. 

Mr.  WHITE  could  not  conceive  how  thegen- 
tleman  could  now  offer  any  resolution  at  all. 

Mr.  OROMQOOLE  was  under  the  impression 
that,  after  the  previous  question  _  had  been  ex> 
hausted  by  the  adoption  of  the  resolutions  on 
which  it  was  ordered,  lie  could  offer  a  further  res- 
olution on  the  same  subject;  and  he  offered  this 
resolution  as  an  additional  resolution,  and  not  as 
an  amendment;  he  offered  it,  too,  not  only  in  ac- 
cordance with  his  own  views  on  the  subject  to 
which  it  relates,  but  in  conformity  with  the  opin- 
ions of  manv  of  his  friends,  who  thought  that 
there  should  be  a  direct  vote  on  the  validity  of  the 
elections  by  general  ticket. 

Mr.  VANCE  objected  to  the  reception  of  the 
resolution. 

Mr.  WHITE  repeated  his  objection  to  the 
COD rse  proposed  to  be  taken  by  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia. 

The  SPEAKER  sustained  the  views  of  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  White. 1 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  hoped  there  would  be  no 
objection  to  the  reception  of  his  resolution. 

several  Memdcbs  objected. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  inquired  if  it  would  re- 

auire  a  vote  of  two  thirds  to  suspend  the  rules  for 
le  reception  of  this  resolution. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  in  the  afGrmative. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  then  moved  a  suspension 
of  the  rules  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN,  Mr.  WHITE,  Mr.  M. 
BROWN,  and  others,  simultaneously  called  for 
the  yeas  and  nays,  and  they  were  ordered;  and 
being  taken,  resulted — yeas  111,  nays  62;  as  fol- 
lows: 

TEAS— Measn.  AnderMn,  Beard'lev,  Belter,  Benton, 
Biillack,  EdmnlJ.  DInrk,  Janim  BInck,  Blacknrell,  IIm- 
(fer,  Bow«r,  Bowlin,  Boyd,  Jacob  Uriiikertinfl',  Anion  V. 
Brown,  William  J.  Brown,  Burke,  Burt,  Cnldwell,  Cary, 
C*lUn,Reabeu  C'hspaiso,  Aujnutus  A.  Ohnpman,  Chappell, 
Cobb,  Cttlloin,  Dana,  John  w.  Uavis,  Di'iin,  Oilliii(ham, 
Diomioole,  Diineaa,  Ellin,  Elmer,  Porlee,  Fickliii.  Po<ter, 
FreiHm,  Byrmn  Green,  Hale,  Hamlin,  Hoiiimett.  linralion, 
Raya,  Herrick,  Hose,  llopkina,  Hnu.itiiu.  Ilubnrii,  llubbell, 
Hoitliet,  Jame*  B.  Hum,  Jamnon,  Cave  Juhiiunn,  Andrew 
Jolinson,  6«orge  W.  Jtnie*.  Kennedy,  Preston  King,  Ln- 
biancbe,  Leonard.  I.ucas,  Lumpkin,  McCaudUn,  Marlay, 
McClelland,  McClcrnaod,  McUnnnell,  McUnwcll,  Ma^ 
thewa,  IHuorc,  Jotepli  Morriii,  Murphy,  Nnrri«,  Owen, 
Payne,  Emery  D.  Poller,  Pmit,  Pardy,  David  8.  Reid,  lled- 
int,  Belfe.  Rnctt,  Ritler,  EobinHin,  8t.  John,  Baundera, 
Tbomaa  H.  f>eymnnr,  Uavid  L.  Seymour,  Simons,  Slidtll, 
John  T.  Smith,  T.Smitli,  Robert  Bmitli,Bteenrod,Stetion, 
John  Stewart,  Stiles,  Sioue,  Strong,  SykM,Tayior,Tliomp- 
san,Tibbatu,  Tucker,  Weller,  VVcnIworth,  \Vlieat<ia,Wil- 
liaros.  Woodward,  Joseph  A.  Wriflit,  and  Yost— 111. 

NATS— Measn.  Adnms,  Aahe,  Baker,  Borrlnrer,  Bar- 
nard, Brodhead,  Milton  Brown,  Buffiiimon,  Campbell, Uar- 
roll,  Chilton,  Clinch,  Clinimon,  Cranston,  Garreu  Onvis, 
Deherry,  Delict,  Dickey,  Dickinson,  Pish.  Florence,  Foot, 
Frick,  Willis  Green,  Grinnell,  Grider,  Hardin,  llnrper, 
Hudson,  Washington  Hunt,  Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  Irvin, 
Jenks,  Perley  B.  Johnson,  Daniel  P.  Kinf,  McIlrailKi, 
Marsh,  Edward  J.  Morris,  Morse,  Moseley,  Newton,  Pat- 
terson, Peyton,  Blisha  R.  Patter,  Ramsey,  Raynor,  Charles 
M.  Kced,  Roekwcll,  Rogers,  Sample,  Sonter,  Sevemnce, 
Albert  Smith,  Caleb  R.  Smith,  Stephens,  Siiminen,  Tyler, 
Tance,  Vanmeter,  Vinton,  White,  and  Winllirop— 4i3. 

So  (two  thirds  not  voting  in  the  affirmative)  the 
rales  were  not  suspended. 

APPORTIONMENT  ACT. 

Mr.  A.  y.  BROWN  moved  that  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  be 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
bill  (No.  I)  which  proposes  to  repeal  the  second 
section  of  the  apportionment  act. 

The  SPEAKER  remarked  that  sach  a  motion 
eould  only  be  entertained  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  A.  V.  BROWN  then  moved  a  suspension 
of  the  rules,  to  enable  him  to  make  the  motion. 

And  upon  suspending  the  rules,  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  ordered;  and  being  taken,  resulted— 
yeas  103,  navs  73. 

Two  thirds  not  voting  in  the  affirmative,  the 
rales  were  not  suspended. 

MEMORIAL,  ETC. 
Mr.  HAMMETT  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
present  a  memorial  from  certain  citizens  of  Nat- 
chez; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  presented  instructions 
from  six  hundred  citizens  of  Daviess  county,  In- 
diana, upon  the  subject  of  the  Wabash  and  Erie 
canal ;  which  were  laid  on  the  table. 

CRIMINALS  IN  FLORIDA. 

Mr.  LEVY  asked  permission  to  offer  a  resola- 
tion,  calling  on  the  Secretary  of  State  to  furnish 
to  the  House  such  information  as  mizht  be  in  his 
possession  respecting  the  late  demand  on  the  part 
of  the  British  Government  for  the  surrender  of 
certain  criminals  in  the  Territory  of  Florida,  un- 
der the  tenth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Washing- 
ton. 

Mr.  ADAMS  observed  that  this  was  an  in- 
quiry which,  it  appeared  to  him,  should  be  made 
with  the  usual  qunlification,,  end  not  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,  but  of  the  President  of  the  United 
Stales.  It  should  be  a  request  to  the  President 
to  communicate  to  this  House  such  information, 
if  not  inconsistent  with  the  public  interests, 

Mr.  LEVY  modified  his  resolution  in  accord- 
ance with  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Adams;  and  it 
was  then  adopted. 

MESSAGE  PROM  THE  PRESIDENT. 

A  mesaagre  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States  was  delivered  to  the  Speaker  by  Robert 
Tyler,  Esq. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  STEENROD  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rules,  in  order  to  receive  reporw  from  cortimittees 
which  would  not  give  rise  to  debate. 

Upon  this  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  de- 
manded, but  not  ordered.  . 

A  division  being  called  for,  the  votes  were 
counted,  and  reported  by  the  Speaker  to  b« — 
ayes  97,  noes  41. 

The  rules  were  accordingly  suspended. 

A  bill  was  reported  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Robert  Ful- 
ton; which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  and  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow;  and  the  bill  and 
report  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  VANCE,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
several  reporu;  which  were  laid  on  the  table, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  V.  also  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
William  Latrobe  and  others;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Wiiole,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  T.  SMITH,  from  the  same  committee, 
made  adverse  reports  in  several  cases;  which  re- 
ports were  laid  upon  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  legal 
representatives  of  James  E.  Watson;  which  was 
read  twice,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to- 
morrow; and  the  accompanying  report  was  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Mr.  S.  also  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Charles  M.  Gibbs;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-mor- 
row; and  the  report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table,  ond  be  printed. 

Mr.  McClelland,  from  theCom'mittee  on 
Commerce,  reported  a  bill,  which  was  read  twice, 
>nd  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
the  bill  and  report  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  DUNLAP,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lewis  Eldridge; 
which  -was  read  twice  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  from  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on 
the  resolution  of  the  House  directing  said  com- 
mittee to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  abolishing 
the  office  of  keeper  of  the  public  archives  in 
Florida. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  was  discharged  from  the 
consideration  of  that  portion  of  the  joint  resolu- 
tions of  the  Legislature  of  Indiana  which  related 
to  the  subject  of  a  reduction  of  postages;  and  the 
same  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, reported  a  bill  to  Oimend  the  act  entitled 
"  An  act  to  discontinue  the  offices  of  the  survey- 
ors general,  in  certain  land  districts,  as  soon  aa 


their  surveys  are  completed ;  which  was  read  twice 
and  referred. 

Mr.  D.  also  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  bill  to  permit  actual  settlers  on  Ihe  public  lands 
to  enter  an  additional  quarter  section;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House. 

Mr.  D.  also  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
had  been  referred  the  bill  giving  the  assent  of 
Congress  to  the  sale  of  certain  salt  springs,  in 
the  State  of  Michigan,  reported  the  same  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  RELFE,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads, .  made  a  report  on  the 
petition  of  Adam  L.  Mills,  with  a  bill  for  his  re. 
lief;  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  R.,  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RELPB,  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  was  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  petition  of 
Gideon  and  Robinson  Peters. 

Mr.  BOYD,  from  the  Committee  on  Pablie 
Lands,  to  which  the  subject  had  been  referred, 
made  a  report,  accompanied  byabill, to  authorize 
the  selection  of  certain  school  lands  in  the  Terri- 
tories of  Florida,  Iowa,  and  Wisconsin;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  anil  the  report  ordered  to  be  printed, 

Mr.  McCLERNAND,from  the  same  commit- 
tee, reported  a  bill  to  authorize  repayment  for 
lands  sold  by  the  United  State*  without  author- 
ity; which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  COLLAMER,  from  the  same  eoimnittee, 
reported  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  entitled  "An  act  la 
carry  into  e^ect,  in  the  States  of  Alabama  and 
Mississippi,  the  existing  compacts  in  repaid  lo 
the  five  per  cent,  fund  and  school  reservaiioBi;" 
which  was  read  twice  and  referred. 

Ho  also,  from  the  same  committee,  lo  which 
had  been  referred  the  bill  to  authorize  the  Qov- 
ernor  of  Arkansas  to  make  a  selection  of  certain 
salt  springs  belonging  to  said  State,  reported  the 
same  back  to  the  Hunse  without  amendment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VANCE,  it  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Ihe  Whole  House;  and  the  bill 
and  report  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  had  been  relerred  the  memorial  of 
Keenan  and  George  W.  M^nypenny,  made  a  re- 
port thereon;  which  was  laia  on  the  table,and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  REID,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the  same 
committee,  made  an  adverse  'eport  on  the  memo- 
rial of Thompaonand>th>r8,  of  Alabama; 

which  w.ns  laid  on  the  table,  at  th^  suggestion  of 
Mr.  HoosTOK,  who  said  tba:  he  wished  to  con- 
test the  report  in  the  House. 

Mr.  R.  also,  from  the  same  con-mitee,  reported 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Adam  S.  Mi'ls,  which  Was 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Comtlii'ee  of  Ihe 
Whole  House. 

Mr.  WILKINS,  from  the  Commiti*e  '>n  'he 
Judiciary,  moved  that  the  committee  be  dn- 
charged  from  the  consideration  of  the  meior'sl 
of  the  heirs  of  James  Reeside.  It  was  impossib;* 
(he  said)  for  any  standing  committee  of  the  HocM 
to  wade  through  the  voluminous  and  complicate.' 
accounts  connected  with  this  case.  It  ought  u> 
be  referred  either  to  a  select  committee,  or  to  th* 
proper  accounting  officers  of  the  Government. 
He,  however,  for  the  present,  moved  lo  lay  th* 
subject  on  the  table. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  moved  that  this  sub- 
ject be  referred  to  a  special  committee. 

After  some  conversation,  in  which  Mr.  WIl. 
KINS,  Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL,  Mr.  SAUN 
DERS,  and  Mr.  STEENROD  took  port,  the  Jl 
diciary  Committee  was  discharged  from  theforthet 
consideration  of  this  subject,  and  it  was  referred 
to  a  select  committee  of  five  persons;  and  the  re 
port  of  the  Judiciary  Committee  was  ordered  •- 
be  printed. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS,  from  the  same  committe*. 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  C.  Wart 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House;  arid  the  bill  snd  the 
report  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  FRENCH,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported adversely  on  a  memorial  from  the  b"  "■ 
St.  Louis,  praying  for  a  law  requiring  the  hold- 
ing of  a  term  of  the  circuit  court  in  October  of 
each  year  at  that  place  for  the  fair,  full,  and  nnal 
transaction  of  business  as  at  the  April  term.  Tii« 
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commiUee  was  dUcbargutl  from  its  further  coii- 
sideraiion. 

He  also  made  various  adverse  ri-ports  from  tlic 
Committee  on  ilic  Judiciary:  and  tlic  committee 
was  discliarKcd  from  llicir  further  consideration. 

Mr.  CROSS,  from  ilic  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  reported  a  liill  for  the  relief  of  Wal- 
ter S.  Cannon  and  niiulhcri  which  were  read 
twice,  and  committed. 

Mr.  BENTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  granting  a  pension  to 
Milly,  an  Indian  woman  of  the  Creek  nation; 
which  was  read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  FOOT,  from  the  same  commiltcc,  reported 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  Wallace;  which 
wos  real)  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  COLES,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  asked  to  he  discharged  from  the  further 

consideration  of  the  metnorial  of Freeman, 

of  the  marine  corpa;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HARDIN,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported back  a  bill,  which  had  been  referred  to 
that  committee  with  an  amendment;  which  was 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  PA  R.M  ENTER,  from  the  Committee  on 
N>ival  Affairs,  made  several  adverse  reports,  and 
the  committee  was  discharged  from  their  further 
consideration. 

Mr.  ATKINSON,  from  the  same  committee, 
made  a  like  motion,  with  the  same  result. 

Mr.  THO.MASSON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  making  anappro- 

C.tion  to  carry  into  effect  the  defining  of  .the 
ndaries  between  Texas  and  the  United  States; 
irhich  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  Ike  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  statcof  the  Union. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, innved  that  the  committee  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  various  memo- 
rials ;  which  was  agreed  tok 

He  also  made  a  report  from  the  same  commit- 
tee on  various  memorials  on  the  subject  of  a  more 
economical  management  of  our  foreign  missions; 
which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  SIMONS,  from  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Pensions,  reported  the  following  bills; 
which  were  read  twice  and  committed: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Surah  Parker,  widow  of 
Joseph  Parker; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Freeman;  and    . 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Rose. 

Mr.  STEENROD,  from  the  same  committee, 
repprted  a  bill  making  compensation  to  pension 
agents;  which  was  read  twice  and  committi'd. 

The  SPEAKER  now  announced  that  the  hour 
had  expired  for  which  the  rules  were  suspended. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  hoped  be  sliould  be  permitted 
to  make  a  report  with  which  he  was  charged. 

Mr.  BOYD  moved  that  the  rules  be  suspended 
for  the  reception  of  reports  from  committees  that 
would  not  give  rise  to  debate;  and  the  motion 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DUNCAN,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Territories,  reported  a  bill  making  an  appropria- 
tion to  defray  the  expense  of  the  Legislative  As- 
sembly nf  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  for  the 
year  1844;  which  was  read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.CULLOM,from  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  obtained  the  discharge  of  that  commit- 
tee from  the  further  consideration  of  several  me- 
morials. 

Mr.MORRIS.andMr.S.MITH.ofNewYork, 
made  like  motions,  with  the  same  result. 

Mr.  RUSSELL,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Denham; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  HnuKe. 

Mr.  J.  BRINKERHOFF,  from  tne  same  com- 
mittee, made  an  adverse  report  in  the  case  of 
William  Eellar.  The  report  was  ordered  to  be 
primed. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  of  Indiana,  from  the  same 
committee,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Owen 
Strons;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  and  the  bill  and  report  were 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JAMEJSON,  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands  were  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  certain  resolutions  of  theLegis* 
lain  re  of  Missouri. 

Mr.  JAMESON  reported  a  substitute  for  bill 
No.  5;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  and'ordered  to 
be  printed. 


Ii  Mr.  BURI^E,from  the  Joint  Committee  on  the 
Library,  reported  a  joint  resolution;  which  was 

t   read  three  times,  nnu  passed. 

li  Mr.  McKAY,  from  the  Committee  of  Wavs 
and  Means,  asked  to  be  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  memorial  of  Thomas 
Allen;  and  the  same  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  (Claims. 

Mr.  RATHBUN,  from  the  Committee  on  Rev- 
olutionary Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  the  reliei' 

,|  of  Richard  Ellis;  which  was  read  twice,  and  re- 

|i  ferrcd  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House, 
and  ordered  to  bejirinted. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  moved  thatlhe  House  adjourn. 
Upon  this  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  de- 
manded and  ordered;  and  being  taken, resulted — 
'yens  75,  nays  Gl. 

And  at  ten  minutes  post  ill  ree  o'clock,  the  House 
adjourned. 

The  following  niilicn  of  petitiniw  presented  lo^lay,  were 
hsiideil  lu  ilie  rt.'ii'jriL'rs  by  the  iitembera  preM:iitiiite  litem : 

Uy  Mr.  I.ARRANCHE:  Tim  pclilinn  nf  Beveriy  Ciiew 
niid  otiiers,  Biirvivorij  of  Boale'i*  rifl'^  company,  01  Ijoais. 
iiinn;  wliicii  wan  rul'erred  to  ilie  Ooiniiiiuee  on  Military 
AffiiirH. 

Dy  .\fr.  TIIOMPSOV :  The  petition  nf  Fieldin{  S.  Bmwu 
Ibr  a  ponsinii  for  di.^ubility  iiieunvU  in  Uie  scrvicn  nf  the 
(JiiiteiJ  Hinifn;  whisli  wftd  referred  to  the  Cumniittee  ou 
liivariit  t'(!n«iniiii. 

AImi,  tlic  ineinurial  of  Reuben  H.  Grant,  agent  nf  Jubal 
B.  fIunL'<trlc,proit!ftiiti:;iigainyt  tlii:  eonnniiatinii  of  Uic  claim 
nf  Alahaiebn.  a  Choctatv  Indiiin  wiitiiau ;  which  was  re- 
fcmHl  to  the  t^^nnmtitlee  on  Indian  AfTnird. 

a^  Mr.  BOWLIN:  Tlie  memiirinl  of  Jamei  M.  Temple- 
ton  and  many  otlien,  practical  engineers,  of  St.  Luui^,  Mia- 
Kouri,  ill  Kupimrtof  the  obJrcLi  uf  llii:  memorial  nf  Iheengi- 
nfiem  of  (viiicisnaii,  buretofnre  referred  to  the  (Joniintuee 
on  Uoinmrrci! ;  which  wai  referred  to  tlie  Uomiiiiltee  on 
Uonimufce. 

By  Mr.  FARLEG:  The  petition  nf  A.  W.  Hoyt,  and  thirty- 
•even  otliera,  of  the  county  nf  Suuex,  State  ot  new  Jerney, 
and  county  of  Orange,  In  the  Stale  ofNew  York,  for  a  pnat 
rnad  from  Dockenown,  in  aaid  county  of  Surfnex,  to  Mini 
Milk  poist  office,  in  aaid  couaty  of  Orange;  which  wax  re 
ferred  to  llie  Oomniitlee  on  tile  Po«  Olfice  and  Po«t  Rnadx. 

By  Mr.  FICKI.m  :  The  memorial  of  J.  U  Hillilierl.  and 
one  hinidred  and  seventy  nine  otlirri',  of  Clarke  county, 
Illinois,  asking  an  appropriation  of  certain  revise  lands  fnr 
the  coinpletinn  of  the  national  tlioroughfare  bntwcen  tlie 
lakes  and  the  Obio,  by  the  improvement  of  the  navigation 
of  the  V^aliiLsli. 

By  Mr.  McILVAtNE:  The  petition  of  clUzena  of  Erie 
coaiiity,  Pennsylvania,  praying  for  the  improvement  of  the 
liarimr  nf  Erie. 

By  Mr.  IIOGE:  The  petition  and  accompnnving  docu- 
mi'iil-i  nf  Mary  II.  liogue,  widow  of  Samuel  U.  llo:iiie,  de- 
ceased, praying  relief  from  a  Judgment  recovered  by  the 
United  Hintes  ngainsi  the  estate  nf  the  said  Baiiiitel  l>. 
Ilogue ;  which  were  referred  tu  the  Committee  ou  the  Ju. 
d.ciary. 

AN»,  the  petition  nf  William  C.  noslwick,  and  nne  hun- 
dred and  fhrly  nUiers,  ciltKens  nf  tlie  city  nf  Galena,  in  the 
9tat*i  of  Illinois,  praying  tile  etftablisliinent  of  a  mail  route 
from  llie  said  city  of  Galena,  via  Bellview  to  Andrew,  in 
the  county  of  Jiirkson,  and  Territory  nf  [own  ;  wliicli  was 
referred  to  the  Cumniittee  on  the  Post  Othee  and  Piml 
lUiads. 

AiKO,  the  petition  of  David  Jewell,  and  seventy-nne 
others,  citizens  of  the  Stale  nf  lilinnis,  praying  the  eslabliMh- 
inent  of  H  mail  rotile  from  Peknloniia,  in  Uie  county  of  Win- 
nebago, to  Koek  Grove,  in  tlie  county  of  Stephenson,  in  said 
State  of  Illinois  ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Uie  Poet  OIBce  and  Port  llnnds. 

Also,  tile  iiciition  of  D.  Ejcrtnn,  and  eighty  one  others, 

citiKi-nii  of  Knox  coiiniy,  in  the  Sute  oflllinnis,  praying  the 

Ij  abolition  nf  the  franking  privilege,  and  the  reduction  of  the 

ntte.4  of  pnsiage ;  wliicli  was  referred  to  the  Coaimittee  on 

Uie  Poet  Office  and  Po^l  Roads. 

Alsn,  the  |ietUiun  of  Joy  Sperry,  Isaac  Richards,  and  filty- 
nne  nibers,  citizens  nfthe  counties  of  McDonoush  and  ilaii- 
cock.  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  pniying  the  establishment  nf 
«  uiail  route  fmni  Macomb,  in  McDonnugh  county,  via  Blaii- 
deiisville,  La  llarpe,  Camp  Creek,  P4nitoome,  and  Appa- 
nooce  to  N'huvoo.  in  said  county  of  llaucuck;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Offlce  and  Post 
Roads. 

By  Mr.  OWEN :  The  memorial  (in  the  German  language,) 
of  Jacol|llesterinaii,  and  two  hundred  and  twenty  nine  ntli- 
crs,  citizens  of  the  United  dtaios,  and  residents  of  Dubois 
county,  Indiana,  praying  an  appropriation  of  untold  lands  in 
the  Vincennes  land  district,  to  complete  the  thoroughiare 
from  Lake  Erie  to  Ibe  Ohio  river,  by  improvement  of  Ibe 
Wabash  river.  » 

Alsn,  the  memorial  nf  William  Davis,  and  twenty-nine 
others,  to  the  same  effect. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  William  Whinleney,  snd  forty  oth- 
ers, praying  a  similar  appropriation  of  land  to  complete  the 
same  tlioroughfare  by  the  coropleUou  of  the  Wabash  oad 
Erie  Canal. 

ByMr.HARPER:  The  petitionnf  Daniel M.  Adams, and 
Alty  eiglit  nUiers.ciiizensof  iheconntieaof Knox, Franklin, 
and  Licking,  Ohio,  praying  a  reduction  of  the  preseat  rates 
of  tswiage,  fcc. 

By  Mr.  JONGS,  ufTennemee  :  The  petition  of  John  W. 
Custer,  for  pay  for  a  horse  lost  In  tlie  Florida  war  |  wbicb 
was  referred  to  the  CommiKeo  of  Claims. 

By  Mr.  SLIDELL:  The  petition  of  Peter  Lardiaw,  regis- 
ter of  the  land  ollice  at  New  Orleans,  praying  to  be  allowed 
office  rent. 

By  Mr.  DANA  :  The  petition  of  seventy-tour  citizens  of 
Tompkina  aod  Chemung  eounties,  New  Vork,  for  a  post 
route  from  Ithaca  to  Havana. 


Also,  ilie  petition  nf  nne  hundred  and  sixty-six  citizens 
nf  Hector,  New  York,  for  the  abolition  nf  the  franking  priv- 
ilege and  reduction  of  pnstnge  t  nliicli  was  referred  to  the 
Coininittee  on  the  Pnst  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

By  Mr.  YOST:  The  jwtitioii  of  Susanna  Wanier.  of 
Moutgoincry  comity,  Pennsylvania,  praying  for  a  pension, 
ill  coiisiileration  of  tlie  services  of  her  late  husb:<nd  ill  the 
ruv'iltitinnary  war ;  wliicli  wiu  referred  to  the  Committee 
cm  Revolutionary  Priisions. 

By  Mr-  S.MITII.  oflllinnis :  The  petition  of  sundry  citi- 
zens of  St.  Clair  and  other  cniiiilics,  iu  Illinois,  praying  a 
elinnge  in  tile  mall  route  from  Shawneetowii  to  ilellville  ; 
which  was  referred  to'  the  Coininiitee  on  tlie  Post  Office 
and  Post  Bnads. 

By  Mr.  BRODIIE.\D  :  A  petition  signed  hy  lorty  citizens 
nf  Warren  and  Carbon  cnuniies,  in  Peuitsylvania.  praying 
for  tile  estahlislimeiit  of  a  mail  route  from  Stroudrhurg.  Ilia 
seal  of  Jirstice  nf  Monroe  enunly,  via  Hnydersville,  Pen- 
nersviUe,  crossing  the  Wilkesliurg  turnpike  at  or  near 
Joseph  Alteniasc's  mill,  thence  through  the  towitshi(is  of 
Boss  and  Lower  Towaiiiensing,  to  Uiu  Lehigh  Water  Gap, 
a  distance  nf  thirty-three  mites. 


IN  SENATE. 
Friday,  Ftltruary  16,  If>44. 

Mr.  BARROW  presented  a  memorial  from 
James  McPharlan,  late  physician  of  the  naval 
hospital  at  New  Orleans,  praying  to  be  paid  a  ccr  ■ 
tain  sum  of  money  improperly  withhelil  from  him 
by  the  accounting  o(I}i;era  of  the  Treasury;  which 
was  referred  to  tlic  Committee  nn  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BAYARD,  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Aflairs  was  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  petition  of  Charles  S.  Wil- 
liamson, and  leave  was  granted  to  the  petitioner 
to  withdraw  his  petition,  for  the  purpose  of  test- 
ing his  claim  to  a  pension  under  existing  law,  be- 
fore the  proper  Department. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  presented  a  petition  from 
Susan  Brown,  the  widow  of  a  deceased  naval 
officer,  praying  that  the  tension  which  she  re- 
ceived for  the  services  of  Iter  hu»bai>d,  until  the 
year  1838,  may  be  restored  to  her;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  ATCHISON  presented  a  petition  signed 
by  Solon  Miller,  and  other  citizens  nf  Linn  coun- 
ty, Missouri,  asking  Congress  to  establish  a  post 
oAice  at  Sigler's  mills,  in  that  county;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  a  memorial  from 
Evelina  Porter,  the  widow  of  David  Porter,  form- 
erly a  captain  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States, 
and  late  minister  resident  of  the  United  StEltesat 
Constantinople,  representing  that  Congress  re-^ 
fused  to  grant  him  an  outfit  as  minister.  [Mr. 
B.  believed  that  a  bill  passed  the  Senate  for  that 
purpose,  once  or  twice;  but  that  it  was  either  de- 
feated, or  not  acted  upon  in  the  House.)  The 
memorialist  also  slates  that  whilst  her  husband 
was  in  the  naval  service  of  the  country,  he  con- 
tributed largely  to  the  naval  pension  fund;  and 
asks  that  Congress  will  place  her  name  on  the 
list  <ff  pensioners,  nn  the  same  footing  as  the 
widows  of  other  officers  of  equal  rank,  who  died 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States.  On  motion 
by  Mr.  B.,  the  part  of  the  memorial  relatine  to 
the  outfit  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations,  and  the  other  portion  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Aflairs. 

Mr.  B.  also  presented  a  memorial  from  P.  S. 
Little,  and  twenty-five  others,  citizens  of  North- 
ampton county,  Pennsylvania,  praying  for  the 
passage  of  a  law  exempting  canal  boats  employed 
in  the  coal  trade,  and  in  transporting  merchan- 
dise, from  paying  coasting  licenses;  which  was 
referred  in  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
Chamber  nf  Commerce  of  New  York,  on  the 
subject  of  the  consular  system  of  China,  urging 
that  those  appointed  as  consuls  in  the  ports  there 
may  be  given  salaries;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

ST.  LOUIS  HARBOR. 

Mr.  SEMPLE  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution; which  lies  one  day  on  the  table: 

Rnotrad,  That  Uie  President  of  tlio  United  States  be  re 
quested  to  furnish  to  the  Senate  a  copy  of  Uie  report  re- 
cently made  by  Captain  Cram,  of  tlie  corps  of  topograph 
ical  engineers,  upon  the  survey  of  Ihe  harbor  of  8|.  Loiii> , 
with  its  accompanying  charts,  maps,  plans,  and  eatiinates. 

WAREHaM  KINGSLBT. 
Mr.  JARNAGIN,  from  the  Committee  on 
Pensions,  mode  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition 
of  Wareham  Kingsley,  praying  for  an  invalid 
pension;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table, 
and  be  printed. 
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ADJOURNMENT  OVER. 

On  motion,  it  wos  ordered,  that  when  the 
Senate  adjourns,  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday 
next. 

PEA  PATCH  ISLAND. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BAGBY,  the  bill  (which  a 
few  days  a{;o,  on  his  motion,  was  laid  on  the 
table)  providing  fur  the  settlement  of  the  Pea 
Patch  Uland,  in  the  river  Delaware,  was  taken 
up  for  consideration;  the  question'  bein^  on  or- 
dering the  bill  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  read- 
ing. 

Mr.  BAGBY  remarked  that  it  had  been  his  in- 
tention, when  he  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table,  to  enter  into  the  discussion  of  its  merits; 
but  since  that  time,  and  after  an  exnmination  of 
the  whole  question,  he  was  satisfied  of  the  pro- 
priety of  the  vote  he  should  give.  He  would 
therefore  decline  prolonging  a  discussion  upon 
it,  as  he  had  no  desire  to  consume  the  lime  of  the 
Senate,  and  no  expectation  that  any  further  dis- 
cussion on  it  would  have  the  effect  to  change  the 
vote  be  should  give. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
•  third  reading. 

LAND  CLAIMS  IN  HISSISSrPPt. 

The  bill  to  confirm  the  survey  and  location  of 
lands  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  east  of  Pearl 
river,  and  south  of  the  thirty-first  degree  of  lati- 
tude, was  taken  up  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  numerous  amendments  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  HENDERSON  said  it  was  the  same  bill 
which  passed  the  Senate  before,  without  any 
change  or  modification  whatever.  It  was  simply 
a  billto  confirm  the  survey  made  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  Stales  in  the  district  of  coun- 
try in  Mississippi  lying  south  of  the  thirty-first 
degree  of  north  latitude,  across  that  State  from 
the  border  of  Louisiana,  to  the  border  of  Ala- 
bama. There  were  about  four  hundred  claims  to 
be  settled  under  the  bill — claims  of  those  settltd 
there,  who  failed  or  did  not  show  written  evi- 
dence of  title,  or  did  not  succeed  in  establishing 
their  titles  under  a  former  act  of  Congress.  The 
land  (be  said)  was  not  worth  a  resurvey,  inas- 
much as  the  lands  have  been  so  long  occupied  by 
the  claimants,  a  resurvey  of  them  would  be  a 
source  of  greatannoyance and  alarm,  Thecom- 
mittee  thought  it  would  be  better  to  confirm  the 
(urvejs  as  they  are.  The  bill  had  received  the 
sanction  of  the  parties  informally,  and  the  plan 
proposed  by  it  was  the  most  proper  and  ecoAom- 
ical  mode  that  could  be  suggested. 

The  several  amendments  proposed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  were  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KING  was  apprehensive  that  the  third  sec- 
tion of  the  bill,  which  allowed  those  wb<kwere 
dissatisfied  with  the  present  survey  to  have  a  re- 
survey of  their  tract,  would  be  productive  of  ex- 
penses and  evils  the  bill  was  intended  to  guard 
against;  and  moved  to  strike  out;  but  after  a  few 
remarks  by  Messrs.  WOODBRlDGEaiid  HEN- 
DERSON, in  explanation,  which  partly  removed 
the  objection,  he  withdrew  the  motion. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  back  to  the  Senate, 
•nd  the  amendments  were  concurred  in;  and  it 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time. 

MOUTH  OF  RED  RIVER. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  authorise  a  surrey  of  the 
mouth  of  Red  river,  and  for  other  purposes,  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

MESSAGE  REFERRED. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BERRIEN,  the  message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  covering  a 
communication  from  the  Governor  of  Kentucky, 
on  the  subject  of  authorizing  a  publication  of  a 
digest  of  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States,  was  taken  from  the  table,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

THE  COMPROHIflE  ACT— THE  TARIPP. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  the  Senate  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  the  resolution  of  the 
Finance  Committee  to  postpone  indefinitely  the 
bill  introduced  by  Mr.  McDovfic  to  reduce  the 
rates  of  duties  under  the  present  tariff  to  the 
standard  of  the  compromise  act. 

Mr.  PHELPS  addressed  the  Senate  in  support 


of  tlie  tariff  for  two  hours.  He  said  he  could  not 
agree  with  the  views  of  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Maine,  in  regard  to  discussion  on  this  sub- 
ject lieing  either  useless  or  a  waste  of  time.  It 
was  certainly  a  subject  on  which  nothing  new 
could  be  advanced  on  cither  side;  nor  was  it  pos- 
sible, by  protracted  consideration,  to  impart  to 
any  member  of  the  Senate  information  relating  to 
it  that  he  was  not  before  possessed  of.  But  thtre 
were  other  reasons  for  continuing  the  discussion. 
The  matter  was,  to  their  constituents,  of  the 
deepest  importance;  and  he  thought  they  were 
entitled  to  know  the  reasons  that  influenced  each 
member  of  that  body  in  voting  for  or  against  the 
measure.  Whatever  decision  the  Senate  might 
come  to,  would  have  to  go  forward  to  the  ereat 
mass  of  the  American  people,  who  would  affix  to 
it  the  seiil  of  naaent  or  disapproval  when  the  time 
arrived  for  Ihem^o  pronounce  judgment  on  their 
Representatives.  It  was,  therefore,  from  the  con- 
viction that  their  constituents  were  entitled  to 
know  their  reasons  for  voting  on  this  highly  im- 
portant question,  (hat  lie  was  in  favor  of  full  and 
free  discussion.  The  honorable  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  described  the  bill  of  1843  as  preg- 
nant with  absolute  and  inevitable  ruin;  while  he, 
on  the  other  hand,  viewed  it  as  essential  to  the 
salvation  and  happiness  of  the  country.  That 
honoral)le  Senator  also  stated  it  to  be  a  foul  and 
faithless  violation  of  the  compromise  act  of  1833. 
This  was  strong  language;  but  when  it  fell  on  his 
ear,  it  struck  him  as  coming  warmly  from  flie 
heart,  in  the  heat  of  the  moment,  without  mean- 
ing as  much  as  the  words,  if  deliberately  used, 
would  convey.  He  was  one  of  those  who  voted 
for  the  act  of  1842;  and  the  more  he  rcfleoted  on 
that  vote,  the  more  he  felt  satisfied  with  it.  He 
was  convinced  that  tlie  opinions  of  gentlemen 
opposed  to  that  act,  th^  it  conflicted  with  the 
compromise  act,  were  not  founded  on  fact.  The 
compromise  act  was  framed,  in  the  first  instance, 
to  provide  for  our  home  interests,  nnd  fbr  the 
payment  of  cash  duties.  So  far,  there  was  no 
difference,  as  the  act  of  1849  retained  the  same 
provisions.  Again:  the  compromise  act  provided 
for  the  imposition  of  duties  sufficient  to  meet  the  i 
national  expenditure,  but  no  further.  The  amount 
authorized  to  be  levied  by  the  compromise  act 
was  limited  to  a  bare  sufficiency  to  meet  the  actual 
wants  of  Government;  and  he  would  ask,  does 
any  gentleman  pretend  to  say  that  the  amount  of 
revenue  under  the  bill  of  1843  transcends  the  sum. 
thus  allowed  by  the  former  bill !  He  need  not 
say  that,  under  the  operation  of  the  tariff,  the 
Treasury  was  not  overflowing;  nor  was  there, 
under  it,  more  duties  levied  than  was  barely  suffi- 
cient for  carrying  on  the  operations  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. In  fact,  there  was  not  enough  collected; 
if  there  was,  the  Government  would  not  be,  as  it 
now  was;  in  debt.  The  compromise  act  provided 
for  the  gradual  reduction  of  duties,  from  forty 
per  cent,  downwards.  Now  this  clause,  from  its 
own  nature,  became  a  Jead  letter.  The  bill  had 
no  power  to  enforce  itself,  and  became  exhausted 
by  Its  own  operations. 

This  gradual  reduction  brought  down  the  duties 
from  June,  1840,  to  twenty  per  cent,;  and  there, 
it  was  contended  by  the  opponents  of  the  tariff, 
they  should  remain,  without  alteration  or  revi- 
sion ;  and  what  argument  was  offered  for  so  leaving 
them  guarded  against  future  leeislation?  Nothing 
more  nor  less  than  that  the  bill  of  1833  so  willed  | 
it.  Attempting  to  improve  or'tilter  the  bill  of  1833 
i  was,  then,  the  onl^  manner  in  which  the  bill  of 
1843  conflicted  with  it;  and  this  narrowed  the 
question  down  to  whether  one  Congress  has  the 
power  to  repeal  or  amend  a  law  passed  by  its  pre- 
decessors? if  such  a  doctrine  was  admitted,  all 
laws  became  a  nullity,  if  not  worse,  inasmuch  as 
no  improvements  called  for  by  change  of  time  or 
circumstance,  dare  be  introduced  or  advocated. 
No  Senator,  he  felt  certain,  was  prepared  loinsist 
on  the  power  of  limiting  the  legislative  functions 
of  his  successor.  Such  a  doctrine  would  go  so 
far  to  trammel  Legislatures  in  the  exercise  of  their' 
constitutional  duties,  that  no  independent  msn 
would  be  found  to  solicit  the  sanroges  of  the 
people. 

He  was  at  a  loss  to  know  on  what  ground,  or 
by  what  authority,  he,  as  a  member  of  the  Sen- 
ate, could  be  prohibited  from  voting  for  the  repeal 
of  the  compromise,  or  any  other  subsequent  act, 
which  he  conscientiously  believed,  for  the  common 
weal ,  to  require  change  or  amendment.  He  wished 


to  know  on  what  grounds  the  gentlemen  iidvocat- 
ing  the  compromise  act  based  theircfforta  to  attach 
to  that  act  a  character  of  sanctity  which  would 
prohibit  action  of  the  Legislature  on  it.  In  what 
consisted  its  aacredness?    When  pnased,  it  aras 
not  declared  binding  on  future  legislators  not  to 
repeal  or  reverse  it.   It  was  considered  at  the  mo- 
ment an  act  of  necessity,  and  passed  midst  a  con- 
flict of  opinions;  and  was  then,  as  it  continued, 
no  more  than  any  other  net  on  the  sialute-book 
of  the  United  States,  subject  to  such  repeal,  re- 
visions, or  alterations  as  the  wisdom  of  future 
legislators  might  adopt.     It  held  not  the  same 
character  as  a  bill  involving;  private  contested 
rights,  the  very  nature  of  which  would  render 
legislative  action  on  it  final  and  unalterable.    It 
was  not  a  measure  carried  by  unanimous  consent; 
he  was  not  there  to  vote  for  or  against  it,  but  bis 
predeces8ors-7-those  who  represented  the  seats 
now  occupied  on  that  floor  by  himself  snd  col- 
league— entered  their  protest,  foreseeing  the  evils 
it  would  eventually  inflict  on  the  country;  but  a 
majority  of  the  legislative  body  then  thought  dif- 
ferent, and  to  their  decision,  lys  State,  as  m  duty 
bound,  submitted  without  a  murmur. 

The  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  labored 
.hard,  and  he  thought  unnecessarily,  to  show  that 
the  tariff  was  framed  with  a  view  to  protection. 
There  was  no  argument  required  to  show  that. 
He  avowed  that  it  was  framed  expressly  to  pro- 
tect and  encourage  the  industry  of  the  countrv; 
he  would  go  further,  and  assert,  opei)Iy,and  with- 
out qualification,, that  he  would  tote  for  no  meas- 
ure that  disregarded  or  was  adverse  to  this 
protection. 

The  subject  Was,  he  admitted,  a  complicated 
one,  and  was  presented  to  the  public  in  such  a 
variety  of  forms,  that  it  was  difficult  (e  know 
which  to  grapple  with  first.  In  one  section  of  the 
country  it  was  held  up  as  being  protective,  and 
should  be  therefore  eschewed;  in  another  section, 
it  was  not  protective  enough,  and  consequenily 
deserving  condemnation;  elsewhere  it  was  de- 
scribed as  unconstitutional;  but  on  whatgrounilf 
he  was  at  a  loss  to  know.  When  the  Constitu- 
tion was  adopted,  this  question  was  well  and 
maturely  considered;  and  he  believed  that  llie 
power  of  Congress  then  granted  to  impose  Jaliet 
for  the  protection  of  industry  and  commerce, 
though  the  wants  of  the  Treasury  did  not  require 
it,  had  never  been  disputed.  An  unlimited  power 
to  do^o  was.  then  transferred  to  Government  by 
the  States,  in  as  extensive  a  sense  as  their  sererat 
legislative  powers  could  convey  it;  and  from  that 
transfer,  authorized  by  the  Constitution,  is  the 
power  still  held.  Mr.  P.  went  on  to  show  that 
neither  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  nor  the 
States  expressed  any  wish,  or  had  the  remoiert 
idea,  of  limiting  or  abridging  that  power — a  power 
which,  from  its  very  nature,  was  conducire  to 
the  advancement  of  commerce,  which  was  inva- 
riably blended  with  prosperity  of  revenue.  Tbe 
question  as  to  whether  Congress  had  the  power 
to  impose  duties  solely  for  protection,  withoat 
any  regard  to  revenue,  was,  at  the  present  day, 
a  matter  of  speculation  more  than  argument.  He 
was  satisfied  that  an  amount  arising  from  dutiei 
imposed  with  proper  discrimination  to  sapply  the 
wants  of  Government,  and  leaving  no  surplus, 
would  be  sufficient  for  the  protection  of  the  sjri- 
cultural  and  manufacturing  interests;  and  he  had 
doubts  that,  if  the  amount  transcended  IheM 
limits,  the  effect  would  be,  in  the  end,  injurious. 
The  honorable  Senator  from  South  Carolina  alto 
approves  of  discrimination,  and  he  is  so  far  right; 
but  he  does  not  go  far  enough,  bb  he  confines  bis 
discrimination  to  one  class,  and  does  not  go  for 
the  benefit  of  all.  The  horizontal  tarifl"  which 
that  gentleman  advocates  was,  he  felt  convinced, 
impracticable.  It  never  was  put  in  practice,  and 
he  was  certain  it  never  would  be.  He  supposes 
that  a  settled  duly  of  twenty  per  cent,  will  pro- 
duce as  much  as  a  duty  of  forty  per  cent.;  so 
that,  so  far  as  the  revenue  is  concerned,  there  », 
in  his  opinion,  no  choice.  He  advocates  low 
duties  for  the  benefit  of  commercial  operations. 
He  is  sensitive  for  our  commercial  prosperity; 
but  we  ask  him  to  extend  his  views,  and  not  shot 
out  the  agricultural  and  manufacturing  interests 
from  all  share  in  his  proposed  benefits.  The 
principle  on  which  he  acts  is  right,  only  it  stopj 
half  way,  taking  care  of  but  one  interest,  «<• 
leaving  all'ihe  others  to  do  for  themselves.  Oej 
commerce  was  at  all  limes  the  roo«t  favored 
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branch;  it  at  all  times  experienced  the  special 
protection  of  Government;  and  if,  in  the  revul- 
sions which  happened  uf  late  years,  it  received 
wny  injury,  it  was  from  the  system  of  reciprocity, 
and  not  protection. 

Mr.  P.  then  entered  into  a  history  of  the  causes 
which  led  to  the  bill  of  1843.  The  country  had 
'usi  passed  through  a  political  revolution,  which 
tad  shaken  it  to  its  center;  domestic  industry  was 
crushed; commerce  was  laid  prostrate;  trade  had 
ceased;  the  resources  of  the  nation  were  dried  up, 
and  the  people  were  in  a  state  of  actual  bank- 
mptey.  Those  chargeable  with  the  bill  of  1843 
met  under  the  heavy  responsibility  imposed  on 
them  by  the  expectations  and  demands  of  the 
country;  they  felt  their  mission  was  to  rescue  her 
from  approaching  ruin;  to  restore  her  interests, 
give  new  life  to  her  industry,  and  remedy  the 
evils  which  had  sprung  up  under  mistaken  legis- 
lation. Had  tha^ailed  to  do  so,  or  disappointed 
the  expectations  of  those  who  sent  them,  they 
would  have  been  burled  from  their  seats;  they 
knew  that  their  heads  (politically  speaking)  de- 
pended on  their  action;  and,  knowing  that,  they 
carried  through  the  tariff,  and  made  it  a  law.  By 
doing  so,  the^  satisfied  and  gave  hope  to  the  peo- 
ple, restored  comparative  prosperity, and  revived 
industry.  Mr.  P.  here  entered  into  a  detail  of 
the  other  measures  proposed  and  legislated  on  by 
the  Whigs  during  that  session,  viz:  the  cur- 
rency question  in  relation  to  a  bank  of  the  United 
States,  bankruptcy  law,  and  distributioii  of  public 
lands — all  of  which,  he  contended,  were  calcu- 
lated for  the  public  good.  He  then  reviewed  the 
measures  brought  forward  and  advocated  by  the 
Democratic partv, and  dwelton  the  proposed  sub- 
Treasury  law,  the  eflects  of  whicli  he  described 
would  have  been  to  collect  all  the  specie  possi- 
ble, and  lock  it  up  in  Government  vaults,  leaving 
the  country,  with  her  commercial,  agricultural, 
•nd  manufacturing  interests,  to  do  for  them- 
•elves. 

Gentlemen  on  the  other  side  described  the  dis- 
tresses of  the  country  at  the  period  before  alluded 
to,  as  having  been  caused  by  overtrading;  and  so 
far  they  were  right;  but  it  was  not  overtrading  in 
domestic  produce.  It  was  by  overtrading  in  the 
importation  of  foreign  goods,  for  which  they  con- 
tracted debts  that  it  was  not  in  their  power  to 
meet.  These  foreign  debu  were  the  evil  which 
leA  the  banks  no  alternative  but  to  close  their 
doors  and  suspend  payment,  or  become  bankrupt 
at  once.  It  was  to  meet  those  evils,  and  to  avert  j 
a  national  bankruptcy,  that  the  bill  of  1843  was 
originally  framed;  and  that  it  had  accomplished 
its  purpose,  he  felt  satisfied.  There  was  not 
much  heard  Tlow,  though  there  was  a  great  deal 
said  then,  about  Slate  debts — those  debts  which 
brought  the  r^nntrv  to  the  verge  of  ruin.  If  the 
States,  when  they  borrowed  those  vast  amounts, 
had  brought  the  money  into  the  country;  they 
would  have  been  provided  with  the  means  to 
meet  their  payments  as  they  became  due;  but  in- 
stead of  the  money,  those  large  loons  were  re- 
ceived in  calicoes  and  other  perishable  fabrics, 
which,  in  a  few  months,  were  worn  nut,  and  left 
nothing  to  show  for  |900,000,000  of  State  debts. 
Some  said  that  all  these  distresses  arose  from  the 
removal  of  the  deposits;  but  although  he  allowed 
that  was  a  dangerous  experiment,  one  mischiev- 
ous in  the  last  degree,  yet  he  could  not  admit  it 
was  the  origin  nfthe  evils  which  followed.  No;  the 
withdrawing  the  deposits  was  only  the  first  shock, 
that  proved  the  foundation  of  cnnlit  to  be  under- 
mined. The  first  and  greyt  error  was  in  enabling 
foreigners  to  impose  upon  us  perishable  fabrics 
in  lieu  of  money;  and  this  being  the  origin,  the 
policy  of  the  bill  of  1843  was  to  take  the  evil  by 
the  root,  and,  by  protective  legislation,  to  pre- 
vent a  similar  recurrence.  It  required  not  the 
authority  of  Adam  Smith,  or  the  importation  of 
English  or  Scutch  books,  to  show  the  necessity 
in  this  country  for  distribution  of  labor;  and  the 
bill  of  1843  Went  to  open  and  encourage  a  new 
field  of  industry  to  a  surplus  agricultural  popula- 
tion. 

The  best  way  of  examining  the  •ubject  was  to 
look  at  things  as  they  actually  existeol''  If  gen- 
tlemen who  rely  more  on  theory  than  experience 
or  facts  chose  to  indulge  themselves  with  specula- 
tive views,  let  them  do  so.  But  still  the  facts  and 
tlie  results  of  experience  would  remain  unchanged ; 
and  tliey  had  all  combined  to  prove  that  the  act 


of  1843  had  effected  two  material  improvements: 

first,  in  the  condition  of  the  country,  b^giving 
employment  to  its  industrial  labor;  and  next,  by 
curtailing  the  expenditures  of  the  country  on  for- 
eign productions  of  labor.  The  true  principle 
deduced  from  experience  waa  applicable  to  na- 
tions, as  well  as  to  individuals;  and  that  was  to 
produce  as  much  as  you  can  by  industry,  and 
keep  your  expenditures  within  your  means. 
There  must,  however,  as  regards  nations,  be  an 
equitable  distribution  of  industry  to  varied  pur- 
suits; it  would  not  do  to  devote  the  greatest  por- 
tion of  labor  to  one  pursuit.  The  great  evil  of 
this  country  was,  that  too  much  of  ita  labor  was 
devoted  to  one  pursuit — that  of  agriculture.  .To 
correct  this  evil,  the  protective  policy  would  prove 
efficient,  by  diverting  some  of  the  excess  of  labor 
from  agriculture  to  new  pursuits,  creating  new 
sources  of  national  wealth. 

While  it  increases  our  sources  of  production, 
its  tendency  is,  in  the  same  ratio,  to  reduce  our 
expenditures  abroad.  The  denunciation  of  the 
protective  policy  was,  then,  the  denunciation  of 
economy;  for  true  economy,  as  he  said  before, 
is  to  produce  most,  and  keep  our  expenditures 
within  our  means.  To  make  a  nation  flourish, 
the  pieans  of  prosperity  must  be  given  to  its  peo- 
ple. Gentlemen  on  the  other  sitle  asked,  "  were 
we  to  destroy  the  foreign  market,  and  rely  alone 
upon  the  paltry  home  market  we  could  raise  up?" 
The  friends  of  the  protective  policy  designed  nei- 
ther the  one  nor  the  other.  They  relied  on  the 
act  of  1843  as  the  means  to  animate  the  commerce 
of  the  country,  and  turn  the  balance  of  trade  in 
its  favor.  They  anticipated  no  such  efTecl  as  the 
exclusion  of  imports;  for  they  only  looked  to  the 
restriction  of  their  excess — a  restriction  neces- 
sary to  restore  the  economy  of  the  country,  and 
encounige  its  home  industry.  What  the  country 
had  suffered  from  excessive  imports,  was  a  warn- 
ing to  guard  against  such  causes  of  embarrass- 
ment'forthe  future. 

What  had  been  the  experience  of  the  world 
since  commerce  had  its  origin,  but  this:  that  a 
country  which  produces  nothing  can  export  noth- 
ing, and  consequently  can  import  nothing?  Even 
a  country  that  produces  only  one  thing,  can  never 
beagreatexportingandimportingcouiitry.  Then 
take  a  view  of  another  state  of  the  case.  What 
has  made  England  the  great  and  extraordinary 
nation  she  is,  out  her  commerce  ?  And  how  did 
she  acquire  such  a  commerce  ?  She  acquired  her 
preeminence  in  every  respect  by  means  of  her 
steady  adherence  to  the  protective  policy.  This 
gave  effect  to  the  elements  of  greatness  which  she 
possessed  in  the  diversity  of  her  pursuita  of  pro- 
ductiveness. She  protected  her  agriculture,  her 
manufactures,  her  navigation,  and  all  her  inter- 
ests; and  we  see  the  results  in  her  present  preiim- 
inence.  If  we,  too,  study  to  promote  and  sustain 
our  commerce,  we  can  devise  no  more  certain 
means  of  doing  it  than  that  of  our  present  protec- 
tive policy.  We  must  encourage  diversity  of 
pursuits,  and  give  to  labor  a  reward  sufficient  not 
only  for  its  maintenance,  but  to  leave  a  surplus 
for  expenditures  on  something  beyond  the  neces- 
saries of  life — onthecomforts,  if  not  the  luxuries, 
which  yield  your  revenue.  When  you  have 
placed  your  people  in  this  condition,  they  may, 
with  more  safety,  bo  left  to  themselves  to  regulate 
the  exchangeable  value  of  their  various  produc- 
tions. Contrast  this  condition  with  that  in  which 
thejr  wereplaced  by  your  approach  to  a  free-trade 
policy.  Then  the  country  was  overflowed  with 
foreign  importations,  and  the  people  had  not  iho 
means  to  purchase  them.  They  bad  to  be  re- 
turned unsold,  because  the  people  were  too  poor 
to  consume  them.  Now,  the  protective  policy  is 
to  insure  the  people 'the  ability  to  become  con- 
sumers of  a  due  proportion  of*^  foreign  imports. 
But  the  evil  eflects  did  not  fall  on  foreign  imports 
alone,  when  the  people  were  not  able  to  buy  them; 
these  effects  extended  to  our  own  agriculture;  for 
the  people  being  poor,  could  not  purchase  or  con- 
sume, at  former  prices,  the  beef,  pork,  butler, 
lard,  and  other  products,  which  they  had  been  in 
the  habit  of  consuming.  The  prices  of  these 
articles  fell  one  half— in  some  instances  to  one 
quarter.  These  were  facts — this  was  experience. 
We  needed  no  theories  of  political  economists  on 
those  points,  for  we  could  see  them  with  our  own 
eyes. 

One  of  the  rules  generally  adopted  was,  that 


the  amount  of  a  nation's  exports  determines  the 
amountof  its  imports;  and  the  greater  the  amount 
you  import  the  greater  will  be  the  amount  of  your 
exports.  Admitting  that  to  be  a  well-founded 
rule,  did  not  gentlemen  see  the  inevitable  conse- 
quence with  regard  to  the  protective  system  ?  It 
was  quite  obvious  that  the  more  you  can  diver- 
sify your  labor,  so  as  to  produce  the  greatest 
variety  of  desirable  articles  of  production  for 
other  markets,  the  more  you  increase  your  abil- 
ity to  export,  and,  eonseqaently,  your  ability  to 
import. 

The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  eomplaina 
that  the  effect  of  the  act  of  1843  has  been  to  re- 
duce our  imports.  Suppose  it  has:  was  there 
not  a  great  evil  in  excessive  importation,  which 
it  was  necessary  to  correa?  If,  in  correcting  thi« 
evil,  we  can,  at  the  same  time,  bring  into  new  life 
and  vigor  our  own  industry,  do  we  not  confer  a 
double  benefit  on  the  country?  Would  the  Sen- 
ator have  us  finAi  remedy  for  the  excessive  im- 
ports which  plunged  the  country  io  debt  to  for- 
eign capitalists,  in  the  encouragement  of  a  stiH 
lareer  excess  of  importations  and  indebtedness  i 
What  have  we  lost  by  curtailing  the  foreign  im- 
ports? Suppose  we  have  cut  off  |40,00U,O00  of 
the  foreign  supply:  can  we  not,  if  necessary,  fill 
up  the  vacancy  by  $40,000,000,  the  production 
of  our  own  industry  ?  and  can  we  not  thereby 
prevent  the  expenditure  of  |40,000,000  of  our 
means  abroad,  for  foreign  labor? — making  a  dif* 
ferenee  of  180,000,000  to  this  country.  But  the 
benefits  would  not  be  confined  to  tbia  limit;  for, 
if  our  manufacturing  system  could,  by  this  pol- 
icy, be  built  up  to  that  elevation  which  our  facil- 
ities authorized,  might  we  not  become  exporter* 
of  manufactured  fabrics  to  various  parts  of  the 
world?  Had  we  not  actually  already  made  a 
beginning  with  regard  to  our  cotton  cloths?  W« 
now  send  onr  manufactures  to  China,  in  exchange 
for  what  we  used  to  pay  Spanish  dollars  for. 
Instead  of  sending  specie  to  China,  for  such  of 
its  productions  as  we  want,  we  now  send  the 
filbrica  made  by  onr  own  industrial  labor.  So  it 
is  with  regard  to  South  America.  And  why  not 
enlarge  the  sphere  of  our  commerce  in  this  way 
with  every  part  of  the  world  ? 

The  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  imagines 
that,  if  we  make  a  home  market  for  cotton,  we 
necessarily  destroy  the  market  for  it  abroad.  It ' 
was  a  great  error  to  suppose  the  one  a  conse- 
quence of  the  other.  Before  we  encouraged  and 
protected  the  growth  of  sugar  in  this  country,  we 
exchanged  our  agricultural  products  with  the 
West  India  islands,  so  that  onr  exports  and  im- 
ports approximated  in  value.  Since  the  protective 
policy  had  been  adopted,  our  imports  from  the 
West  Indies  fell  off  rapidly;  but  did  (hatdiminish 
our  exports  ?  Not  at  all.  We  now  actually  ex- 
port to  the  West  Indies  products  amounting  to 
#3,304,346,  and  onlf  take  in  exchange  |S36,0W>  of 
their  products;  receiving,  for  the  buance,  money 
or  credits  on  England. 

Mr.  P.  went  into  a  variety  of  details  and  sta- 
tistics to  prove  that  the  quantity  of  our  agricul- 
tural products  consumed  by  England  and  her  de- 
pendencies wera  extremely  trifling  in  comparison 
with  the  whole  amount  of  our  agricultural  pro- 
ductions. He  contended  that  it  only  amounted 
to  a  one  hundredth  part;  and  that  Massachusetts 
alone  consumed  more  of  the  products  of  other 
Slates  than  Great  Britain  and  her  dependencies 
took  all  together. '  The  policy  of  this  country  was 
to  seek  out  new  markets  for  iier  productions;  and 
if  none  could  be  found  abroad,  to  create  a  market 
at  home. 

Mr.  P.,  in  conclusion,  expressed  his  conviction 
that  no  apprehensions  need  be  entertained  that  a 
disposition  to  an  extent  or  in  the  slightest  degree 
alarming,  could  ever  arise  in  this  country  to  dis- 
solve the  Union.  The  tendencies  supposed  by 
some  to  point  that  way  were  few,  and  confined 
to  the  opinions  of  individuals  merely,  who  did 
not  themselves  expect  or  seek  that  result.  He 
had  equally  little  apprehensioiM  of  the  fanaticism 
which  bad  infected  a  trivial  part  of  die  North. 
There  was  an  attachment  to  the  Union  which 
never  could  be  overcome.  Individuals  may  talk, 
threaten,  and  bluster;  but  that  man  did  not  exist 
who  could  dare  to  raise  his  hand  in  this  couBtry 
for  the  dismemberment  of  the  Union. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  the  Senate 
adjourned. 
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HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fridat,  February  16, 1844. 

The  Journal  having  been  read  and  approved, 

Mr.  WINTHROP  announced  the  presence  of 
J.  P.  Kekmedt,  a  member  elect  from  the  Slate  of 
Maryland. 

The  usual  oath  was  administered,  and  Mr.  E. 
took  his  aeat. 

CORRECTION  OF  THE  JOURNAL. 

Mr.  WELLER  proposed  to  correct  the  Jour- 
nal, so  that  it  should  be  stated,  that  the  question 
of  the  right  of  the  Aiembers  from  Missouri  and 
Mississippi  was  taken  upon  each  State,  and  not 
upon  eacn  individual;  because  a  division  of  the 
question  by  individuals  was  not  proposed  by  any 
one. 

The  correction  was  accordingly  made. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMUIUCATIONS. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing executive  coromunicaiions: 

A  letter  from  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States, 
transmitting  the  accounts  of  the  services  of  the 
Post  Office  Department  for  the  year  ending  the 
1st  of  July,  1843. 

Another,  transmitting  a  report  upon  the  claiip 
of  the  legal  representati.ves  of  Robert  C.  Jen- 
nings, James  Roddy,  and  Robert  B.  Carter, 
agamst  the  United  Stales. 

One  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmit, 
ting  statements  of  the  expenditures  of  the  bureau 
of  medicine  and  surgery  since  its  establishment 
to  the  present  time;  unpaid  claims  against  said 
bureau;  copies  of  contracts  for  supplying  the 
Navy  with  butter  and  cheese;  and  a  statement  of 
the  expenditure  for  the  sick  in  each  of  the  naval 
hospitals  and  naval  stations. 

Also,  another  transmitting  a  statement  of  the 
expenditures  of  the  Florida  squadron  whilst 
under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  John  T.  Mc- 
Laughlin, and  a-  siatement  of  his  accounts  as  pur- 
ser for  the  same  squadron;  the  number  of  men  in 
the  squadron;  the  charges  of  misconduct  against 
the  said  Lieutenant  Jolm  'V.  McLaughlin;  and  a 
copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the  court-martial 
which  tried  Lieutenant  R.  Tanslill,of  the  United 
States  marine  corps. 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  trans- 
mitting a  statement  of  the  appropriations  for  the 
naval  service  on  the  20lh  June,  1843. 

A  letter  from  the  Commifsioner  of  Patents, 
transmitting  his  annual  report  of  the  operations 
ef  the  Patent  Office  for  the  year  1843. 

INSANE  ASYLUM. 
The  bill  from  the  Senate,  providim^  for  the 
support  of  the  insane  asylum  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  .Whole  House. 

UNITED  STATES  COURTS. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  changing  the  times 
of  holding  the  courts  at  Clarksburg  and  Wheel- 
ing, in  the  western  district  of  Virginia,  and  the 
circuit  courts  of  the  United  Stales  for  the  district 
of  Arkansas,  was  read,  and  then,  after  being  car- 
ried through  the  usual  forms,  wa^  passed. 

SALT  SPRINGS. 

The  bill  giving  the  assent  of  Congress  to  the 
sale  or  other  disposition  of  certain  salt  springs 
and  mineral  lands,  heretofore  granted  to  the  State 
of  Michigan,  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

MASSACHUSETTS  RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr.  QILMER  asked  leave  of  the  House  to 
make  a  report;  and,  in  doing  so,  begged  leave  to 
state  that  it  was  from  a  portion  of  the  committee 
raised  on  the  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of 
Massachusetts  proposing  a  change  of  the  Con- 
stitution, It  was  a  long  lime  since  referred  to 
that  committee;  and  this  morning  ihey  came  to 
the  conclusion,  by  a  deliberate  vote,  that  it  was 
inexpedient  for  Congress  lo  recommend  to  the 
States  the  change  of  Constitution  proposed  by 
the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts.  They  also 
adopted  a  resolution  authorizing  any  member  or 
membera  of  the  committee  to  assign  their  reasons 
in  an  argumentative  report  sustaining  the  grounds 
on  which  the  committee  came  to  a  decision  on 
the  subject     Under  this  authority,  therefore,  he 


■  asked  \gave  of  the  House  to  report  the  views  of 
a  portion  of  the  membera  of  the  committee. 
The  report  being  received  by  general  consent, 
Mr.  GILMER  moved  that  it  be  laid  upon  the 
table.     He  expected  that  other  reports  would  be 
made  by  other  membera  of  the  committee,  and 
perhaps  it  would  not.  be  fair  lo  ask  for  the  print- 
ing of  this  report  in  advance  of  the  othera.     He 
therefore  moved  that  this  report  be  laid  on  the 
tAble,  and  printed  with  the  othera  when  they 
came  in. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

WEST  POINT  ACADEMY. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  presented  the  proceedings 
of  n  military  convention  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  asking,  among  other  things,  the  abolition 
of  the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point,  and  to 
apply  the  money  expended  upon  it  to  the  instruc- 
tion of  the  militia;  wnieh  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affitira. 

REPORT  ON  THE  RULES. 

Mr. WELLER  called  for  the  ordere  of  the  day. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  that  the  first  busi- 
ness before  the  House  was  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Rules,  on  which  the  gentleman  from 
Maine  [Mr.  SevER.tNCE]  bod  the  floor. 

Mr.  SEVERANCE  observed  that  he  did  not 
propose  to  occupy  the  time  of  Ihe  House  in  dwell- 
ing on  the  origin,  history  and  importance  of  the 
right  of  petition;  nor  did  he  deem  it  necessary  to 
occupy  much  time  in  arguing  that  the  21st  rule 
contravened  that  right.  Let  us  (said  he)  read  that 
rule,  and  see  what  it  is: 

"  No  petition,  memorial,  resoliitioa,  nr  other  paper  prajr- 
ing  the  aboliiiun  of  slavery  in  the  Dittirict  itf  Coliiitibin,  or 
any  Sm'teorTerrilory.  or  the  hIiivh  tr.-iil«  bciwcen  Ihe'Hl.TlcB 
or  Territories  of  Ihe  IliiitPfl  Stnleft  in  which  it  now  exii^tH, 
Bhall  be  rueeivcd  by  Uie  Uouje,  or  enteriaioed  in  any  way 
wlwiever." 

Now,  however  this  rule  might  alTect  the  right 
of  petition  on  other  subjects,  no  gentleman  would 
pretend  to  say,  in  regard  to  the  subjects  mentioned 
in  this  rule,  it  existed  at  all  while  it  remained  in 
force.  Here  were  four  matters  prohibited  in  this 
rule,  in  relation  to  which  petitions  were  to  be  re- 
fused. What  were  they?  Why,  in  the  first 
Elace,  petitions  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
listrtct  of  Columbia,  or  any  State  or  Territory, 
were  prohibited.  What  was  the  reason  for  this 
prohibition?  Who  had  ever  seen  a  petition  for 
the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  States  or  Territo- 
ries of  this  Union  ?  He  had  never  seen  one;  apd 
he  would  venture  to  assert  that,  among  the  vast 
number  of  petitions  presented  by  the  gentleman 
from  MnssachuBMtts,  [Mr.  Adams,]  not  one  was 
to  be  found.  How  was  it  with  regard  to  peti- 
tions fur  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District 
of  Columbia?  Many  gentlemen  in  the  House — 
probably  a  large  majority  of  them  —were  of  opin- 
ion that  it  was  inexpedient  to  abolish  slavery  in 
this  District;  bat  this  did  not  constitute  a  suffi- 
cient reason  for  iheexcjusinn  of  petitions  on  that 
subject.  We  are  (said  he)  bound  to  receive  pe- 
titions, and  certainly  should  not  exclude  Ihcm  on 
grounds  of  expediency  only.  Nothing  but  con- 
stitutional objections  could  authorize  their  exclu- 
sion. He  would  here  make  one  remark  in  re- 
gard to  thccoMstitulinnality  of  abolishing  slavery 
in  this  District.  Ue  thought  it  was  sufficiently 
demonstrated  the  other  day,  by  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  and  the  gentleman  from  Con- 
necticut, that  Congress  possessed  all  the  power 
over  the  subject  that  the  States  of  Virginia  and 
Maryland  had  before  the  cession;  and  in  order  to 
prove  that  Virginia  and  Maryland  possessed  Ihe 
power  to  abolish  slavery,  Mr.  S.  read  extrocts 
from  the  constitutions  of  those  States. 

Here  it  was  distinctly  stated,  that  the  people  of 
Virginia,  in  their  sovereign  capacity,  had  the 
power  to  take  away  private  property;  and  could 
therefore  take  away  slaves,  provided  they  were 
property;  and  this  power  existed  in  every  State 
of  the  Union.  On  what  right  did  slavery  rest  as 
property  ?  It  rested  on  law,  and  law  could  be 
repealed;  and  in  repeating  such  law,  it  would  not 
l)e  thkin^  away  private  property,  but  would  only 
be  restoring  the  slave  to  his  natural  rights.  When 
a  State  exercised  its  sovereign  power  m  liberating 
a  man  who  was  held  in  slavery,  it  did  not  take 
away  private  properly;  it  was  only  restoring  the 
man  to  his  natural  rights,  of  which  be  had  ueen 


deprived  in  consequence  of  law.  There  was 
nothing  in  the  constitutions  of  any  of  the  Slates 
prohibiting  the  abolishment  of  slavery,  except 
four  of  ihem;  and  they  bad  the  power  to  change 
their  constitutions. 

Mr.  S.  here  referred  to  the  decisions  of  Judge 
McLean,  to  show  how  the  insritution  of  ulavery 
was  regarded  in  thte  courts  of  the  United  Stales, 
as  established  in  some  of  the  States,  and  recog- 
nized in  the  Constitution.  That  was  the  opinion 
of  Judge  Baldwin,  after  the  matter  had  been  ably 
argued  on  both  sides.  He  then  referred  toaeass 
which  was  areued  in  Mississippi— in  which  ar- 
gument Mr.  Walker,  now  a  United  States  Sena- 
tor from  that  State,  took  part — to  show  that  the 
same  principle  has  been  recognized;  that  the  State 
might  declare  that  negroes  were,  not  merchandise; 
and  that  the  State  might  abolish  slavery  within 
her  limits.  This,  it  was  conceded,  was  a  State 
power,  over  which  it  never  was  designed  that 
Congress  should  have  any  power  in  the  Slates; 
but  11  was  settled  conclusively  that  every  Slate 
might  declare  whether  negroes  should  or  should 
not  be  property  within  her  limits.  This  power, 
he  observed,  had  been  exercised  by  Pennsylva 
nia,  New  York,  and  some  other  Slates.  Having 
established  this  position,  he  inquired  how  any 
provision  of  the  Constitution  which  prohibits  the 
taking  of  private  property  could  be  made  to  ap- 
ply to  negro  slaves  in  any  way  whatever?  And 
if  they  were  set  at  liberty,  tlicy  were  not  taken 
for  the  public  use,  but  restored  to  their  natuml 
rights  as  citizens  and  members  of  the  eommo- 
niiy. 

He  next  proceeded  to  show  the  origin  of  this 
provision  of  the  Constitution,  which  prohibit! 
the  taking  of  private  property  but  for  ine  public 
use,  and  then  only  on  the  payment  of  Ju«t  com. 
pensation.  He  said  it  originated  in  the  Virginia 
convention;  but  Virginia,  at  that  lime,  ne«cr 
dreamed  of  prohibiting  the  abolition  of  slavery  by 
the  State  government.  But  the  same  Conslituiioa 
declared  that  no  pereon  should  be  deprived  of  life, 
liberty,  or  property;  and  under  this  provision  of 
the  United  States  Constitution — which  overrode 
all  Stale  laws  and  regulations,  every  slave  was 
entitled  to  his  liberty.  The  Slates  of  this  Union 
— more  especially  the  southern  Slates— were  par- 
ticularly jealous  of  conferring  poweron  Congress 
over  slavery  in  any  way;  but  Patrick  Henry 
thought  that  the  General  Government  possessed 
such  power,  under  the  article  of  the  Constiiotion 
in  relation  to  the  public  defense  and  general  wel- 
fare; and  therefore  he  was  uppoBed  to  agreeing  ui 
the  adoption  of  the  Constitution.  Patrick  Henry 
said  that  clause  gave  to  the  General  Govrrament 
power,  in  case  of  war,  or  oilier  eViergency,  to 
call  to  its  aid  all  fighting  men,  whether  bond  or 
free,  and  to  liberate  the  slaves.  A  serious  charge 
had  been  made  against  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts [Mr.  Adams]  for  making  such  a  dec- 
laration— the  genileman  who  made  tlie  charge  not 
knowing  that  the  declaration  originated  with  Pat- 
rick Henry,  and  not  with  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts. 

If,  then,  the  Slate  governments  possessed  the 

flower  to  abolish  slavery  within  their  respective 
imits  at  their  pleasure,  why  could  not  Congrest, 
as  the  Legislniurcof  this  Disiricl,  abolish  slavery 
wilhin  these  ten  miles  square?  There  was  no 
doubt  that  Congress  possessed  Ihe  power  to  do 
it.  The  State  of  Mississippi,  he  bi'lieved,  had 
introduced  a  provision  into  its  consiitulion,  pro- 
viding thatslavery  should  not  be  abolished  except 
on  the  payment  of  compensation  to  the  owners 
of  slaves;  but  that  provision  could  be  altered  by 
the  people  of  the  State,  and  they  could  determine 
the  question  of  abolition,  wilh  or  wilhout  com- 
pensation, as  ihey  might  think  fit.  This  power 
existed  in  all  States.  The  power  to  repeal  or  slier 
was  coexistent  wilh  the  power  lo  enact.  Why, 
even  this  House  (lo  say  nothing  of  its  power  to 
repeal)  had  nullified  a  law  heretofore  enacted  by 
Congress,  and  approved  and  signed  by  the  Prw- 
idcnt.  If  that,  then,  could  be  done,  there  ««uM 
be  no  doubt  of  the  power  to  repeal  existing  in  a 
body  which  possessed  the  power  to  cieaie.  Sis- 
very  exffts  in  this  District  at  this  time,  by  virtue 
of  a  law  of  Congress;  and  would  any  gentlem'" 
say  that  Congress  could  not  repeal  a  law  which 
Congress  had  made  ? 

The  gentleman  from  Mifcsisstppi  [Mr.  Ha»- 
hett]  enlarged  somewhat  upon  some  siai>ii'''t 
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which  he  Tound  in  the  Ute  census  returns,  in  re- 
latioa  to  insanity  in  ihe  North.  Now,  this  mat- 
ter of  insanitjr  among  the  colored  population  at 
the  North  was  all  a  mistake,  occasioned  by  the 
misplacing  of  some  figures  in  the  returns,  one 
column  having  been  put  in  the  place  of  another. 
The  gentleman  IVom  Mississippi  said  those  re- 
turns showed  that,  in  the  State  of  Maine,  tlie 
colored  people  were  insane  or  idiots,  in  the  pro- 
portion of  one  in  fourteen;  and  he  would  give  the 
House  a  specimen  of  the  accuracy  of  these  re- 
turns. There  were  six  towns  in  the  State  of 
Maine  in  which  these  returns  gave  nineteen  in- 
sane or  idiots,  as  among  their  colored  population, 
when  the  truth  was,  that  in  those  six  towns, 
there  was  only  one  colored  individual  of  any  sort. 
As,  then,  the  gentleman 'saigument  was  founded 
in  error,  it' was  unnecessary  to  do  more  than  to 
show  the  existence  of  the  error,  which  he  had 
done.  But  the  gentleman  also  enlarged  on  the 
amount  of  crime  in  such  large  cities  as  Philadel- 
phia, committed  by  colorM  persons;  and  he 
would  admit  that  tJiat  class  of  our  population, 
throughout  the  country,  was  placed  in  circum- 
stances which  were  sufficient  to  drive  them  to  the 
commission  of  crime.  The  serfs  of  Russia  were 
a  degraded  class;  they  were  kept  ss  a  separate 
class;  the  motives  of  ambition  which  operated  on 
other  classes,  were  not  permitted  to  influence 
them;  and  so  it  was  with  our  colored  people;  and 
was  it  at  all  strange  that  such  results  should  fol- 
low? But  he  must  be  permitted  to  say,  that  in 
U>«  matter  of  pauperism,  if  he  was  rightly  in- 
formed, in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  the  colored 
people — the  free  blacks — paid  more  than  they 
drew  for  the  use  of  the  poor,  though  so  great  a 
proportion  of  them  were  poor;  ancT  were  driven, 
by  their  poverty,  to  seek  for  employment  in  the 
atrccts,  or  in  the  meanest' menial  employments. 
The  gentleman  from  Mississippi  also  told  them 

-  that  the  condition  of  their  slaves  was  such  that  Ihe 
«rhite  population  had  no  apprehension  from  them, 
oaMl  that  they  never  locked  their  doors,  and  had 
SM>  use  for  locks  whatever.  He  said  they  had  no 
crime,  except  iu  some  petty  towns  which  were 
inhabited  by  Yankees.  Now,  it  might  be  true 
that  there  were  some  Yankees  there  who  were  not 
wery  honest;  they  had  had  some  in  New  England, 
wrho,  to  avoid  the  payment  of  their  debts,  or  per- 
liafM  the  consequences  of  crime,  had  gone  to  Mis- 
•issippi;  but  at  the  North,  they  had,  at  least,  a 
decided  majority  of  honest  men — a  majority  that 
not  only  paid  their  own  debts,  but  preserved  the 
faith  of  the  States  to  which  they  belonged.  In 
Jdississippi,  he  was  sorry  to  say,  the  majority 
was  not  so.  But  was  it  reasonable  to  suppose  that 
the  few  Yankees  of  whom  the  gentleman  from 
Mississippi  spoke,  had  got  possession,  not  of  the 
petty  towns  which  he  said  they  occupied,  but  of 
the  government  of  the  entire  Slate }  If  that  were 
not  so,  he  really  hoped  the  honest  portion  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Mississippi  would  themselves  take 
possession  of  the  government  of  their  own  State, 

'  and  restore  its  character.  The  stock  of  their  Yan- 
kee Slates  was,  in  every  instance,  good;  and  the 
State  of  Maine  was  obliged  to  pay  a  premium  on 
Ihe  purchasing  up  of  her  own  stock,  which  had 
some  lime  to  run.  They  could  not  take  it  up  in 
any  other  way;  and  the  credit  of  the  other  New 
England  States  was  equally  as  good,  nobody 
doubting  that  they  would  pay  their  debts;  nobody 
expecting  that  the  dishonest  |iortion  of  their  pop- 
ulation would  ever  be  in  the  majority. 

He  next  alluded  to  the  remarks  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Mississippi  in  relation  to  the  petition 
of  certain  ladies  of  Massachusetts,  praying  for  a 
repeal  of  the  law  which  prohibitetl  the  intermar- 
riage of  blacks  and  whites.  He  admitted  the 
truth  of  the  statement,  and  also  that  the  prohib- 
itory law  bad  been  repealed;  but  to  what  did  it 
amount?  He  asked  if  ihere  were  any  such  law 
in  any  other  State  prohibiting  the  marriages  of 
blacks  with  the  whiles?  He  believed  there  was 
not.  It  might  possibly  be  said  that  there  was  no 
necessity  for  such  a  mw  in  the  South,  and  he 
would  remark  that  the  same  answer  would  apply 
to  MossachusetU;  but  It  wss  fully  evident  that 
there  was  some  amalgamation  in  the  South,  for 
there  were  observable,  people  of  various  colors. 
Ho  took  up  other  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from 
Mississippi,  and  replied  to  them  ttriolim;  and 
spoke  of  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  South  Amer- 
ica. In  some  eases  it  had  been  accomplished  by 
revolution.    He  likewise  told  the  gentlemen  of 


the  South  that  their  reliance  was  on  the  law  and 
order  party  of  the  North  and  East,  rather  than 
the  Democracy,  to  whom  the  gentleman  from 
Mississippi  had  appealed.  , 

He  quoted  from  the  resolutions  of  certain  Dem- 
ocratic meetings  in  the  East,  to  show  the  extent 
of  their  radical  principles,  in  proof  of  his  position 
that  the  Democrats  were  in  danger  of  coming  in 
conflict  with  the  right  of  property. 

There  was  but  one  way  in  which  the  excite- 
ment which  exists  could  be  ouieted;  and  that  was 
for  Congress  to  perform  the  duty  incumbent  upon 
it,  and  to  nbolisli  slavery  within  its  own  jurisdic- 
tion. He  did  not  mean  to  say  that  agitation  would 
even  then  altogether  ceaae;but  it  would, at  least, 
be  confined  to  the  States  where  slavery  exists. 
The  people  out  of  those  States  would  have  noth- 
ing to  do  with  the  matter.  There  would  be  no 
strife  of  parties;  there  would  be  no  political 
abolition  parties,  such  as  there  were  now.  He 
did  not  regard  the  eff°orts  of  the  Abolitionists  of 
the  North  as  at  all  to  be  deprecated,  so  long  as 
they  confined  themselves  within  the  limits  of  the 
Constitution,  within  which  he  meant  always  to 
confine  himself.  But  there  was  a  party  at  Ihe 
North  in  the  process  of  fot-malion — a  party  which 
was  increasing,  and  which  would  continue  to  in- 
crease if  Congress  neglected  its  duty;  a  party 
which  denied  to  every  roan  who  was  a  slave- 
holder, or  who  abetted  slavery,  any  participation 
in  the  government  of  the  conntry.  He  did  not 
belong  to  any  such  party,  nor  was  he  willing  so 
far  to  interfere  with  the  rights  of  others;  wnile 
the  Union  existed,  they  were  bound  to  extend 
the  benefits  of  the  Union  to  all  parties.  They 
had  no  right  to  interfere  in  the  question  of  sla- 
very further  than  they  possessed  legislative  power 
to  act  upon  it.  But  that  little  parly  whicn  now 
seemed  no  bigger  than  a  man's  hand  upon  the 
verge  of  the  horizon,  if  Congress  neglected  lo  do 
its  duty,  might  eventually  overspread  the  whole 
horizon,  ana  dash  this  Capitol  in  fragments  by 
Its  lightning. 

One  word  as  to  the  policy  of  abolishing  slavery 
within  the  District  of  Columbia.  He  believed 
the  example  of  such  abolition  would  have  a  sal- 
utary eff°ect.  There  had  been  frequent  manifesta- 
tions of  the  wishes  of  the  people  of  this  District 
to  get  rid  of  slavery,  if  there  were  no  slaves, 
there  would  be  a  rapid  increase  of  free  popula- 
tion. Here  was  a  noble  river,  having  excellent 
water-power,  equal,  if  not  superior,  to  any  in  the 
United  Stales;  and  the  mechanics  and  working- 
men  of  the  North  would  collect  bete  in  great 
numbers,  if  there  were  no  slaves,  and  trade  and 
commerce  would  increase  and  flourish.  But  so 
long  as  slavery  existed,  the  artisans  and  others 
of  the  North  would  never  be  induced  to  come 
and  mingle  with  the  slave  popubtion. 

It  was  said  lo  be  a  law  of  physics  that  every 
tenth  wave  of  the  sea  which  breaks  upon  the 
beach  is  larger  than  the  rest.  Whether  this  were 
true  or  not,  it  would  be  found  to  be  true  in  polit- 
ical economy,  that  every  tenth  northern  wave 
would  sweep  down  upon  the  South  with  increased 
force.  He  hope<l  to  see  the  day  when  their  friends 
of  the  South  would  be  satisfied  that  it  was  for 
their  interest  to  take  away  the  cause  of  all  this 
warfare.  They  talked  with  much  feeling  about 
being  deprived  of  the  advantages  of  the  repre- 
sentation based  upon  their  slave  population. 

They  might  have  a  much  larger  representation 
than  they  now  have,  if  they  would  permit  all 
their  inhabitants  to  be  counted,  instead  of  taking 
three  fifths. 

The  resolutions  which  had  been  presented  to 
Congress  from  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts, 
seemed  to  have  caused  great  excitement.  Gen- 
tlemen cried  out  that  the  Constitution  was  about 
to  be  destroyed.  What  did  those  resolutions  ask 
for?  That  the  Constitution  should  be  altered, so 
that  none  other  than  free  citizens  of  this  Union 
should  be  represented  here.  Wss  this  an  unrea- 
sonable request?  The  slave  Stales  (with  one  ex- 
ception, he  believed,)  (mid  no  attention  to  the 
provision  of  the  Constiiuiion  which  permitted 
them  sn  additions!  Representative  on  account  of 
their  slaves.  In  the  Slates  of  Delaware,  Mary- 
land, Virginia,  and  South  Carolina,  he  believed 
the  apportionment  of  representation  was  arbitra- 
rily fixed.  In  North  Carolina  the  basis  of  rep- 
resentation was  Federal  population.  In  Kentucky, 
it  was  based  upon  the  number  of  qualified  electors. 
In  Teunessee,  it  was  based  upon  the  number  of 


taxable  citizens.  In  Louisiana,  it  was  arbitrarily 
fixed 

The  SPEAKER  announced  the  expiration  of 
the  morning  hour. 

Mr.  WELLER  moved  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  SPEAKER  remarked  that  there  were  sev- 
eral private  bills  upon  the  Calendar,  which  would 
be  the  first  business  in  order. 

Mr.  EILMER  asked  leave  to  reports  bill;  but, 
objection  being  mode,  leave  was  not  granted. 

PRIVATE  BILLS. 

The  House  proceeded  to  take  up  the  Calendar 
of  Private  Bills,  the  first  of  which  wss  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  the  widows  and  orphans  of  the  oAi- 
cers  and  marines  of  the  United  States  schooner 
Grampus,  lost  at  sea,  the  pending  question  being 
upon  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Fricx, 
that  where  there  were  no  parents  of  the  deceased, 
the  allowance  should  go  to  the  minor  brothers 
and  sisters. 

Mr.  HALE  inquired  if  that  had  not  been  odc« 
voted  on  already. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  the  vote  bad  been 
taken  upon  striking  out  "  brothers"  and  "  sis* 
ters;"  but  the  present  motion  was  for  the  inser- 
tion of  "  minor  brothers  and  sisters." 

Mr.  BARNARD  asked  if  it  would  now  be  io 
order  to  move  to  recommit  the  bill,  with  instruc- 
tions to  insert  the  words  which  had  been  sirickea 
out  when  the  bill  was  last  before  the  House? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  it  would  be  Lb 
order. 

Mr.  BARNARD  then  submitted  that  motion. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  said  lie  thought  it  was  not 
competent  for  the  House  to  amentf  a  clause  of  a 
bill  which  had  gone  to  the  Senate  and  been  re- 
turned without  any  amendment  of  that  clause. 

The  SPEAKER  remarked  that  the  gentleman 
was  mistaken;  this  bill  bad  not  been  before  the 
Senate  at  all. 

Mr.  BARNARD  hoped  the  House  would  eon- 
sent  to  recommit  the  bill,  and  restore  the  words 
which  had  been  stricken  out.  He  knew  of  cases 
of  great  hardship,  where  the  representatives  of 
the  unfortunate  persons  who  went  down  in  the 
Grampus  were  entirely  dependent  upon  the  cur- 
rent pay  of  their  deceased  relations. 

[A  message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates  was  nere  delivered  by  John  Ttler,  jr.. 
Private  Secretary,  who  announced  to  the  Spealcer 
that  the  President  had  this  day  signed  the  act  to 
refund  the  fine  imposed  upon  General  Jackson  at 
New  Orleans.] 

Mr.  HAMLIN  hoped  the  bill  would  not  be 
recommitted.  The  gentleman  said  that  this  bill 
was  in  accordance  with  precedent;  but,  though  I 
regard  precedent  as  much  as  I  should,  when  it  ia 
based  on  right  and  justice,  and  will  be  bound  by 
it  then  only,  1  do  not  believe  we  should  bind  our 
hands  or  shut  up  our  mouths  because  some  gen- 
tleman has  found  out  a  precedent.  He  would  not 
go  for  precedents  with  that  blind  devotion  which 
makes  the  wrong  of  yesterday  the  right  of  to-day. 
He  would  vote  for  the  bill  as  it  now  stood,  but  be 
would  vote  for  it  more  cheerfully  had  it  been  lim- 
ited lo  the  wives  of  the  deceased.  One  single  sug- 
gestion more.  The  gentleman  from  Louisiana 
had  placed  this  bill  upon  another  and  different 
ground.  He  had  called  in  to  its  support  the  com- 
mercial laws  regulating  insurances, and  contended 
that  Congress  sliould  give  to  these  individuals  one 
year's  pay;  because  it  was  an  established  usage 
among  underwriters,  that  payment  shall  not  be 
made  till  one  year  after  the  loss  of  the  vessel, 
where  that  loss  is  not  proved  directly.  Now,  he 
did  not  see  the  application  of  that  rule,  though  he 
was  inclined  to  think  that  it  would  apply  in  a  man- 
ner diflferentfrom  that  intended  by  the  gentleman. 
In  conclusion,  he  would  detract  nothing  from  the 
meritorious  services  of  our  ofiicers  and  soldiers. 
Heaven  forbid  that  he  should;  but  there  were 
other  individuals  in  the  community  who  have  as 
strong  claims  on  the  sympathy  and  gratitude  of 
the  country  as  the  officers  of  the  Navy,  who 
have  fought  the  battles  of  the  country  in  time  of 
peace.  There  were  the  fathers  of  the  Revolution, 
who  had  as  strong  claims;  and  the  principle  sought 
to  be  established  in  this  bill  ought,  with  as  much 
justice,  to  be  applied  to  them  as  to  the  Navy 
ofiicers. 

Mr.  WELLER  observed  that  Ibis  was  the  day 
assigned  for  the  consideration  of  private  bills,  and 
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it  certainly  should  be  the  object  of  gentlemen  to 

firoceed  to  ihatbusinese  without  unnecessary  de- 
ay,  if  they  wished  to  avoid  a  protracted  session. 
This  bill  had,  in  his  opinion,  been  amply  dis- 
cussed ;  every  gentleman  had  made  up  his  mind 
on  it;  and  if  the  discussion  were  continued,  it 
would  be  only  on  collateral  questions  connected 
with  the  subject.  If  he  believed  that  any  advant- 
age would  result  to  the  House  or  the  country  by 
«ontinuing  this  debate,  he  would  not  make  the 
motion  which  he  ro8«  to  offer;  bat,  believing  that 
nothing  could  be  gained  by  it,  ha  moved  the  pre- 
vious question. 

The  question  was  put  on  seconding  the  call  for 
the  previous  question,  and  resulted — ayes  57, 
noes  34. 

No  quorum  voting,  tellers  were  called  for  and 
ordereo. 

Mr.  HALE  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table; 
and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question; 
which  were  ordered;  and  the  roll  being  called, 
resulted — ^yeas  64,  nays  92. 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table, 

Mr.  HAMLIN  asked  if  it  would  be  in  order 
to  offer  an  amendment,  provided  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  withdrew  the  previous  question  ? 

Mr.  WELLER  said  that  he  could  not  with- 
draw the  call  for  the  previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  then  seconded;  and 
the  mam  question  ordered. 

The  SPEAKER  slated  the  main  question  to 
be  on  the  amendment  to  insert  the  words,  "  and 
there  being  no  parent,  the  minor  brothers  and 
sisters." 

The  question  being  taken,  resulted — ayes  63, 
noes  66. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  question  then  canft  up  on  engrossing  the 
bill  for  a  third  reading;  and  on  this  question  the 
yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered,  resulted  in 
yeas  110,  navs  67. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  House  next  took  up  a  bill  entitled  "  A  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Jane  McGuire,  widow  of  Thomas 
McGairci"  which  was  read  a  third  lime  and 
passed. 

The  House  next  took  up  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Joseph  Kimball,  which  was  awaiting  its  engross- 
ment. 

Some  explanations  were  made  by  Mr.  JOHN- 
SON, and  Mr.  VANCE,  the  former  opposing, 
and  the  latter  defending  the  bill. 

The  question  recurred  upon  the  engrossment 
and  third  reading  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  RATH  BUN  moved  that  the  bill  be  laid 
upon  the  table;  which  was  carried. 

Mr.  G1DDING3  gave  notice  that  he  should 
move  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  just  given. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLB  inquired  if  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  had  voted  in  the  affirmative? 

Mr.QIODINGS  replied  that  he  had, and  moved 
that  the  furtherconsiaeralion  of  his  motion  to  re- 
consider be  postponed  until  this  day  week;  which 
was  lost. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  motion 
for  reconsideration,  and  decided  in  the  negative. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  Plummer  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jonathan  Bean  was 
taken  up,  the  question  being  upon  its  engross- 
ment, and  ordering  it  for  a  third  reading. 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Messrs. 
CULLOM  and  C.  JOHNSON;  after  which, 

The  question  was  taken  on  ordering  the  bill  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  readius,  and  decided  in 
the  affirmative — ayes  71,  noes  62. 

The  question  coming  up  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill, 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays;  which  were  ordered,  and  resulted— yeas  73, 
nays  79. 

Mr.  NEWTON  asked  leave  to  withdraw  llie 
memorial  of  Mr.  Goggin,  contesting  the  seat  of 
the  Hon.  Thomas  W.  Gilmer.  Mr.  N.  observed 
that,  in  withdrawing  his  memorial,  Mr.  Goggin 
did  not  concede  that  Mr.  Gilmer  had  been  duly 
elected;  but,  inasmuch  as  he  had  been  appointed 
to  a  high  office,  and  had  sent  his  letter  of  resig- 
nation to  the  Governor  of  Virginia,  the  object  Mr. 
G(«gin  and  his  friends  had  in  view  was  accom- 
plished, so  OS  to  allow  him  a  fair  opportunity  of 


coming  before  the  people  again  as  a  candidate  for 
election  to  Congress.  For  these  reasons,  he  asked 
leave  to  withdraw  his  memorial. 

The  leave  asked  was  granted;  and,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  NEWTON,  the  House  adjourned. 

The  followtnf;  petilion«,  presented  tn  dsy^  were  handed 
to  the  rf  porters  by  the  iiiemliers  presenting  tbem : 

By  Mr.  DANA  :  'i'hc  petition  and  piipersor  James  Craw- 
ford, praying  for  a  peneioii  ;wtiich  were  referred  to liie  Com- 
mittee on  Ilevfilutionary  Pensions. 

By  Mr.  DA  VIS,  of  Indiana:  Itie  pethinn  orGaoree  Mil- 
ton Mid  one  tiundred  and  twenty  others,  cittxens  of  Daviess 
county,  Indiana,  aslclng  a  donation  of  Innd  to  assist  in  cota- 
pleting  the  VVabasli  and  Erie  Canal  tn  ttic  Ohio  nvcf. 

By  Mr.  STEWART,  of  Conneciicnt :  The  petition  of 
Oeoige  W.  Clarli  and  oibers,  of  Haddam,  Coonecilcui, 

E raying  payment  for  coping  and  other  stones  delivemd  the 
riiiled  States,  at  Fort  Adams,  Kliode  Island ;  wlticb  was 
referred  to  the  Cnniinillce  of  Claims. 

By  Mr.  SMITH,  of  Illinois:  The  memorial  of  the  Rev. 
Jolm  M.  Pecic, of  lllinnis,apassengeroDlioard  the  steamer 
Shepherdess  at  the  lime  of  Uie  destruction  thereof,  giving 
an  account  of  the  obstruct  ions  to  the  safe  navigation  of  tite 
Missisiiippi  river  and  its  tributaries,  and  catting  the  attention 
of  Congress  to  ttie  removal  of  the  same;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

By  Mr.  CHAPMAN,  of  Vitziuia:  The  petition  of  Hary 
B.  Francisco,  widow  of  Peter  Francisco,  deceased,  praying 
for  a  pension ;  which  was  referred  to  tile  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Pensions, 

By  Mr.  BURKE:  The  petition  of  Amasa  Brawn,  praying 
to  be  placed  on  ttie  mtt  of  invalid  pensioners. 

By  fttr.  HUNT,  of  New  Yoric:  The  petition  of  citizens 
of  Orleans  county,  for  tlic  completion  of  Oait  Orchard  bar- 
By  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Ohio;  The  peiiUnn  of  E.  Short, 
anil  forty-six  others,  citizens  of  Washington  county,  Oliio, 
praying  for  the  establishment  of  a  mail  nnite  from  Morris- 
town,  Belmont  county,  to  LoweH,  Washington  county; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  OIBce 
and  Post  Roads. 

By  Mr.  ORODHEAD:  The  petiUon  of  Peter  S.  Mietaler, 
and  twenty-eight  otiicrs,  citizens  of  Northamptim  county, 
Pennsylvania,  praying  for  the  passage  of  a  law  exempting 
canal  boats  employed  in  the  coal  trade,  and  the  transporta- 
tion of  merchandise  and  produce,  from  coasting  licenses ; 
which  was  referred  tn  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

By  Mr.  ATKINSON:  The  memnriat  of  tlic  Common 
Council  of  the  borough  of  Norfolk,  asking  compensation  for 
the  ate  of  the  lown  hall  by  the  United  Slates ;  which  was 
referred  tn  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

By  Mr.  HALE:  Tlie  peiiUnn  of  Mary  Pike  for  a  pension; 
which  >lhs  referred  to  the  Committee  on  RcvoluUonary 
Pensloiisi  " 

Also,  the  petition  of  Tliomas  D.  Monison,  for  arrears  ol 
pension ;  which  was  referred  io  the  Committee  uu  Invalid 
Pensions. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Henry  M.  Poor,  and  others,  that 
Thimias  U.  IVlorrison  msy'reoeivc  arrears  of  pension  ;  which 
was  referred  tn  the  Cnmmitu^e  on  Invalid  Pcn^'iniis. 

Also,  tile  petition  of  Jeremiah  Noble  and  Moses  Noble, 
owners  of  sclumner  Privado,  for  a  fishing  bounty;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

By  Mr.  MORRIS,  of  Ohio  :  The  [leiHion  of  Joslah  Dil- 
lon, asking  remuneration  for  money  by  him  expended  as 
assistant  oeptily  quartermaster  general  for  the  use  of  tlie 
Army  of  the  United  States  wtiite  in  iu  service  in  the  year 
lt$14  ;  which  was  rer'errcd  tn  tlie  Committee  of  Claims 

By  Mr.  GILMER:  The  petition  of  John  or  JulijPamCt, 
for  a  pension ;  which  was  referred  to  tbo  Committee  on 
Pensions. 

By  Mr.  DAWSON:  The  petition  of  Mary  Bnlhed,  for 
conjlrmaiion  of  land  inherited  from  Adam  and  John  Tinkle, 
in  tlie  parisli  of  East  Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana. 

Also,  Uie  petition  of  a  large  number  of  the  citizens  of  tlie 
parish  of  Madison,  Loui^iuua,  fnr  a  donation  of  public  lauds 
to  enable  the  parish  to  make  levees,  &c. 

By  Mr.  SAMPLE:  The  petition  of  Solomon  Fowler  and 
thirty-three  otliers,  citizens  of  the  Winnamae  and  Fort 
Wayne  land  districts,  ill  Indiana,  praying  that  a  rtigulation 
may  be  made  by  law  for  reclaiming  marsh  and  waste  lauds 
In  said  districts  by  dralnnse. 

By  Mr.  UODUE,  of  Wisconsin:  The  memorial  of  the 
Coancil  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Territory  of 
Wisconsin,  asking  Congress  to  aihcnd  the  jaw  of  ttic  29th 
of  August,  J&12, "  for  the  support  of  govern tnent  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Wisconsin,  and  fi>r  other  purposes  ;'*  and  asking 
that  the  apprnpriaiimis  for  the  Legishtiive  Assembly  of  said 
Territory  mav  be  increased  to  the  amount  now  appropri- 
ated for  the  Territory  of  Florida ;  wliich  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Also,  tlie  meinnrial  of  the  Cooncil  and  Honse  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  asking  the  passage 
of  a  law  of  Congress  for  the  sale  of  llie  reserved  mineral 
lands  in  the  said  Territory  ;  and  that  patents  may  be  isr^ued 
for  lands  heretofore  sold  under  the  prnctaiiuinon  of  the 
President  of  the  United  Sutes ;  wUeh  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Satordat,  Ftbrumy  17,  1844. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved . 

REPORT  ON  THB  RULES. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Rules  to  be  the  busioera  in  order 
for  the  morning  hour. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  was  entitled  to  the  floor; 
but,  in  consequence  of  a  hum  of  conversation 
which  prevailed  through  the  Hall,  and  the  mod- 
erate tone  of  voice  in  which  he  spoke,  he  waa  not 


verydistinatly  heard.  He  was  understood  to  com- 
mence with  the  observation  that  several  of  the 
gentlemen  who  had  opposed  the  adoption  of  the 
35lh  rule,  and  the  motion  to  recommit  with  in- 
structions, which  was  now  pending,  particularly 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Wm- 
TiiRop,]  had  displayed  much  parliamentary  learn- 
ing in  support  of  the  positions  whiob  they  bad 
assumed;  bul|  like 
"  The  ducKer  who  went  to  shoot  the  plover. 
The  gnn  recoiled,  and  luuicked  him  over." 

But,  that  he  might  do  justice  to  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  he  would  readaa  extract  on 
this  subject.  The  honorable  ^ntleman  here  read 
an  extract  in  relation  to  certain  precedents  set  by 
the  British  Parliament,  which  showed  that  that 
body  had  established  a  rule  by  which  the  recep- 
tion of  petitions  was  refused  in  advance  on  certain 
specified  subjects. 

He  then  proceeded  to  say  that  these  roles  went 
as  far  as  anything  could  go,  to  establish  the  hci 
that  the  Britisti  House  of  Commons,  in  practice, 
admitted  the  principle  that  all  legislative  bodies 
must  regulate  the  rules' of  their  proceedings  on 
petitions,  as  on  other  subjects;  and  that  the  mo- 
ment a  petition  was  presented ,  Uie  legislative  body 
to  which  it  was  presented  had  an  absolute  control 
over  it;  and  might,  by  a  vote,  refuse  to  receive  it, 
or  in.  any  other  manner  which  it  thought  proper 
ttradopt,  such  as  the  rules  of  the  British  Partis-, 
mcnt  already  referred  to,  might  absolutely  dispose 
of  them. 

But,  if  the  precedents  quoted  by  the  gentlemsn 
from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Wintrrop]  tended  to 
sustain  his  position,  (which  they  did  not,)  be 
would  appeal  from  the  high  authority  to  whidi 
the  gentleman  from  MassaehusetW  had  referred, 
to  the  practice  of  the  British  Honse  of  Commons 
and  of  the  American  House  of  Representatives; 
and,  so  far  as  that  gentleman  was  himself  con- 
cerned, he  would  appeal  fmin  his  opinion,  sol- 
emnly^expressed ,  to  ms  recorded  votes  given  in  the 
Twenty-Seventh  Congress.  And  in  mskingthis 
reference  to  the  practice  of  the  American  House 
of  Representatives,  he  would  only  go  back  to  a 
period  which  must  be  still  in  the  recollection  ol 
gentlemen  on  this  floor.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  second  session  of  theTwent^-Fifih  Congress, 
when  they  had  a  resolution  which  was  the  result 
of  a  conference  of  southern  gentlemen.  He  #M 
also  there  at  the  third  session  of  that  Congress, 
when  the  celebrated  Atherton  resolutions  wen 
adopted.  He  was  here,  too,  at  the  commeoee- 
ment  of  the  Twenty-Sixth  Congress,  when  the 
celebrated  3l8t  rule  (now  the  36th)  was  adopted. 
He  was  also  here  at  the  commencement  of  tlie 
first  session  of  the  Twenty-Seventh  Congress, 
when  the  party  to  which  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  belonged  tield  a  decided  majority 
there— a  party  which  had  ever  thoi^ht  itself  the 
peculiar  defender  of  the  ri^t  of  petition ;  and  yet, 
a  few  days  after  the  meeting  of  that  Congress,  a 
rule  was  adopted  by  which  ail  petitions,  except _ 
on  certain  subjects  therein  referred  to,  were  re-' 
fused  to  be  received.  That  rule  of  the  first  ses- 
sion of  the  Twenty-Seventh  Congress  west  very 
far  beyond  the  rule  now  under  oonsideiation ;  by 
it,  not  only  the  abolition  petitions  were  refused 
to  be  received,  but  petitions  on  all  that  voriel^of 
subjects  (with  a  few  exceptions)  over  which  Con- 
gress had  authority  by  the  Constitution ;  and  this 
rule  was  passed  exclusively  by  a  Whig  vote,  and 
againal  the  Democratic  vote  in  that  Honse. 

Having  referred  to  this  comprehensive  nils  of 
the  extra  session  of  tha  Twenty -Seveath  Con- 
gress, which  was  emphatically  a  Whig  rule,  M 
would  refer  to  a  few  instances  of  the  action  rf 
this  House  during  that  Whig  Congress,  in  cases 
arising  out  of  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  petiuon; 
and  in  doing  so,  it  was  not  his  intention  to  cause 
any  unpleasant  recollections,  but  nterely  to  refer 
to  the  precedents  in  question  so  far  as  wss  neas- 
sary  for  the  purposes  of  his  argument.  Dtirinj 
the  second  session  of  the  Twenty-Seventh  Con- 
gress, the  venerable  gentbman  from  Massseho- 
setts  [Mr.  Adams]  presented  a  petition  which  this 
House  not  only  refused  \o  receive  by  a  ■"i*"?'' 
of  166  to  40,  but  a  resolution  was  immedialelf 
introduced  to  censure  that  gentleman  for  present- 
ing  it;  and  subsequently  a  resolution  •••I"''?' 
duced  to  expel  that  gentleman ;  and  he  imroediaieiy 
sprung  to  his  defense;  but  it  was  a  ''*'''"'^-''" 
which  he  more  resembled  the  stag  than  the  lion 
at  bay;  for  on  many  occohom  he  gave  way  i» 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1844. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


S97 


motions  to  lav  on  the  table,  or  other  purposes, 
(hereby  aflbrding  proof  thai  he  waa  evidenily 
seeking  a  covert  into  which  he  could  drive  his 
pursuers;  and  well  mitrht  he  do  so,  for  the  de- 
fenders of  the  insulted  dignity  of  this  House  were 
behind  him.  He  voted  against  the  whole  of  these 
motions,  for  which  ihe  gentleman  from  Maesa- 
ehusetcs  gave  way;  not  that  he  had  the  slighlesi 
idea  of  expelling  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, but  that  the  whole  subject  might  go  before 
the  country,  and  (hat  the  attention  of  the  whole 
people  of  this  Union  might  be  attracted  to  it,  and 
to  the  dangerous  and  criminal  extent  to  which 
this  pretended  right  of  petition  waa  carried. 

Mr.  ADAMS  rose  and  made  some  observation 
which  wss  not  audible  at  the  reporter's  desk. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  was  also  understood  to 
make  torn*  suggestions  to  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina. 

Mr.  CAMPBBLX)  resumed,  and  said  he  ander- 
stood  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
(Mr.  MiainALL]  was  to  censure  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts;  he  would  have  moved  to 
expel,  but  such  a  motion  would  have  required  a 
vote  of  two  thirds.  He  did  not  speak  on  this 
subject  with  the  design  to  hold  up  tne  gentleman 
from  M«sfachusetta  in  an  offensive  manner  before 
Ibis  Bouse  fur  presenting  the  petition  alluded  to, 
for  in  doing  so  the  gentleman  was  but  consistent 
with  the  course  which  be  had  ever  pursued  on 
this  floor  on  eertahi  subjects 

He  then  passed  on  to  another  case,  which  oc- 
curred a  few  days  after  that  to  which  he  had  been 
just  alluding,  upon  the  question  of  reception  be- 
ing raised  on  a  petition  presented  by  the  gentle- 
man  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  OiDomoa,]  who  seemed  to 
have  a  remarkable  aptitude  in  following  a  bad 
example.  And  during  lite  present  session  of 
Congress  this  House  had  refused,  at  least  half  a 
dozen  times,  to  receive  petitions;  and  be  asked 
what  right  the  House  of  Representatives  had  to 
refuse  to  receive  one  or  all  of  those  petitions,  if 
yet  they  had  not  the  right  to  refuse  to  receive 
those  embraced  in  the  S25th  rule  ?  It  might  be  said 
that  two  or  three  of  iliose  petitions  prayed  for  a. 
dissolution  of  this  Union;  and  it  was  true  they 
did;  bat  in  praying  for  it,  ibey  prajed  for  its 
peaceful  accomplishment,  while  the  petitions  to 
which  th«.^h  rule  relates  would  lead  to  scenes 
of  contention  and  blood.  He  trusted  that  those 
gendemen  in  this  House  who  now  stood  up  in 
lavor  o(  the  compromises  of  the  Constitution,  if 
they  were  charged  with  their  conduct,  on  their 
return  home  among  their  constituents,  would  not 
forget  the  eomprelieosive  ruje  of  the  Twenty- 
Seventh  Congress,  by  which  the  Whig  party,  by 
its  recorded  vote,  declared  in  effect  that  this25ih 
rule  wSs  not  unconstitutional;  for,  if  they  had  a 
constitutional  right  to  refuse  to  receive  a  single 
mtition  which  prayed  for  a  dissolution  of  the 
Union,  had  they  not  also  the  constitutional  right 
to  atlopt  a  rule  by  which  they  refused  to  receive 
all  petitions  which  prayed  for  the  same  thing  ? 

He  llien  referred  to  a  vote  of  this  House,  by 
which,  on  a  motion  mode  by  him,  as  the  organ 
ot  s  standing  committee  of  this  House,  a  petition 
was  relurneU  to  the  gentleman  presenting  it,  [Mr, 
QiDiHHes,]  on  the  pround  that  it  was  a  violation 
of  this  2Sih  rule.  That  vote  was  not  a  test  of  the 
expediency  of  that  rule;  but  it  waa  a  test,  and 
s  very  decisive  test,  of  the  constitutionality  of 
that  rule.  The  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
waa  a  permanent  obligation  which  no  gentleman 
could  violate,  without  violating  the  oath  which 
he  took,  when  he  took  his  seat  in  this  House,  to 
maintain  it.  He  next  alluded  to  the  course  pur- 
sued by  thu  Democracy  of  New  Hampshire  on 
this  subject,  by  which  abolition,  like  a  noxious 
weed,  had  been  uprooted  from  her  granite  soil. 

He  appealed  to  the  gentlemen  before  him,  and 
asked  whether  the  course  pursued  by  Ihe  Democ- 
racy upon  this  subject  bad  not  had  a  tendency  to 
strengthen,  rather  than  weaken,  the  cause.  He 
would  not  presame  to  offer  advice  to  the  Democ- 
racy; but  be  would  say  that  the  people  of  this 
•onntry  had  a  right  to  demand  of  that  party,  who 
wen  now  in  power,  that  the  business  of  the  ses- 
sion should  be  transacted,  without  being  inter- 
fered with  by  agitations  upon  the  subject  of  peti- 
tions in  relation  to  slavery.  They  all  knew  that, 
if  such  petitions  were  received  and  referred, 
almost  the  entire  time  of  Congress  would  lie 
occupied  in  vain.  It  was  too  late  for  them  to 
discuss  the  policy  of  the  course  which  had  been 


adopted  and  pursued  by  themselves  upon  the 
subject  of  abolition  petitions.  Whether  that 
course  were  originally  wise  or  not,  the  reversal 
of  that  course  now  would  undoubtedly  offer  to 
the  abolitionista  an  encouragement  to  persevere 
in  their  efforts  to  disturb  the  peace  of  this  Union. 
Unless  the  35th  rule,  or  a  similar  one,  were  con- 
tinued in  force,  they  might  expect  continually 
recurring  excitement  upon  this,  the  most  danger- 
ous and  portentous  subject  which  had  ever,  per- 
haps, been  agitated,  in  the  history  of  the  world. 
The  operation  of  that  rule  had  been  productive 
already  of  favorable  result^;  for  it  must  be  evident 
to  every  gentleman  in  the  House  that  the  number 
of  abolition  petitions  had  greatly  decreased. 
There  was  now  a  petition  of  that  class  seldom 
presented,  except  by  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts [Mr.  Adams]  and  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  [Mr.  GiDDiHos.]  Indeed,  so  scarce  had 
they  become,  that  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, in  the  last  Congress,  had  kept  before  him 
a  petition  which  he  had  in  his  possession,  to  the 
amusement  of  the  galleries,  and  the  inconvenience 
of  himself,  for  a  length  of  time.  He  trusted  the 
House  would  continue  to  annul  the  efforts  of 
those  who  were  endeavoring  to  «ow  the  seeds  of 
dissensions  among  the  citizens  of  this  Union, 

The  gentlemHn  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.WiK- 
THRop]  had  referred  them  to  the  practice  of  the 
Briiisli  House  of  Commons;  but  the  cases  quoted 
by  the  gentleman  did  not  sustain  his  position. 
They  were  not  applicable  to  the  subject  in  debate 
thtre.  Besides,  examples  drawn  from  other  Qov- 
eriiments  were,  in  very  few  cases,  adaptable  to 
the  circumstances  of  this  country  and  the  genius 
of  its  government.  Most  of  the  European  Gov- 
ernments, like  their  feudal  castles,  when  viewed 
at  a  distance  were  objects  of  awe  and  ndmiralion 
to  the  lovers  of  romance;  but,  upon  a  closer  ap- 
proach, they  were  found'tO'be,in  most  instances, 
roofless  and  uncomfortable  to  inhabit,  affording 
little  or  no  shelter  from  the  pellings  of  the  pitiless 
storm,  except  to  those  occupying  the  privileged 
apartments.  The  gentleman  had  been  equally 
unfortunate  in-  the  illu-!trations  which  he  had 
quoted  from  Hatsell.  The  gentleman  told  them 
of  a  petition  which  had  been  presented  at  the  foot 
of  the  throne;  and  of  another  which  had  been 
presented  by  fifteen  thousand  women,  headed  by 
the  wife  of  a  brewer,  on  whose  approach  the 
doors  of  the  House  of  Common  were  thrown 
open.  Did  thrgcnileman  bring  forward  those 
examples  as  worthy  of  imitation  heref  This  was 
not  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  petition,  but  of  the 
right  of  insurrection;  and  the  petition  to  which 
the  gentleman  alluded  was  one  of  the  number  of 
those  acts  which  produced  the  revolution  Which 
desolated  the  British  islands. 

Mr.  C.  read  several  passages  from  Thiers's 
history  of  the  French  revolution,  in  reference  to 
the  presentation  nf  petitions 

One  of  the  gentlemen  from  Massachusetts  had 
compared  the  right  of  petition  to  the  right  of  de- 
bate; but  he  certainly  thought  there  was  no  sort 
of  analogy  between  them.  The  right  of  debate 
was  essential  to  the  existence  of  a  legislative  body 
— the  riglit  of  petition  was  not.  But  he  would  take 
the  gentleman  on  his  own  ground.  The  gentle- 
man had  voted  for  the  establishment  of  the  one 
hour  rule,  such  as  was  now  in  force.  That  rule 
curtailed  and  controlled  the  right  of  debate;  and, 
if  that  House,  by  a  rule  of  its  own  adoption,  had 
a  right  to  control  debate  at  all,  it  was,  of  course, 
a  matier  of  discretion  with  the  House  to  what 
extenttliey  would  control  it.  But,  the  gentleman 
had  gone  still  further,  and  had  voted  for  the  pre- 
vious question  occasionally,  and 'that  prohibited 
the  right  of  debate.  So  much  for  the  right  of  de- 
bate; now  for  the  right  of  petition.  There  was  a 
great  discrepancy  between  the  speeches  of  gentle- 
men, and  tiieir  votes  upon  the  right  of  petition; 
and  he  believed  that  when  the  passion  of  the 
present  day  should  have  passed  away,  and  their 
speeches  and  votes  should  come  to  be  contrasted 
by  cool  posterity,  they  would  be  astonished  at  the 
want  of  consistency.  They  might,  perhaps,  be 
almost  induced  to  suppose  that  the  real  cause  of 
complaint  was  not  that  the  right  of  petition  had 
been  violated;  hut  that  (he  Slst  rule  had'converted 
this  Hall  into  an  auxiliary  abolition  society;  and 
this  opinion  would  not  be  much  mitigated,  if  (he 
known  opinions  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  GiDDiNQsl  were  considered.  It  had  been 
demonstrated,  tliat  if  slavery  was  a  grievance,  it. 


was  a  grievance  only  to  those  States  where  it  ex- 
isted. And  the  House  had  as  unquestionable  a 
right  to  adopt  a  rule  for  the  exclusion  of  a  class 
of  objectionable  petitions,  as  they  had  to  decide 
in  reference  to  a  single  petition,  (as  had  been  de- 
cided half  a  dozen  times  by  the  House,)  that  it 
should  not  be  .received. 

But,  so  far  as  this  House  was  concerned,  the 
Constitution  had  expressly  conferred  on  the 
House  the  right  to  adopt  rules  for  its  proceed, 
iags;  and,  in  the  discharge -of  that  duty,  the  right 
to  adopt  such  rules  as  that  the  time  of  Congress 
should  not  be  occupied  on  subjects  over  which 
it  had  no  constitutional  jurisdiction,  and  which 
all  declared  ihatthey  were  determined  not  to  legis- 
late on.  The  exclusion  of  abolition  petitions,  sA 
far  from  ticing  a  violation  of  tl)p  right  of  petition, 
was  conservative  of  that  right.  We  know  that 
hundreds  of  pctiliontrs  have  been  knocking  at 
our  doors  for  years,  and  have   not  been  able  to 

fet  admission,  because  the  way  was  blocked  up 
y  abolition  petitions.  Abolish  this  Slst  rule, 
and  abolition  petitions  would  be  increased  a  hun- 
dred fold. 

He  did  not  believe  that  Congress  had  the  right 
to  legislate  on  this  subject  in  the  States,  in  the 
Territories,  or  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  So 
far  OB  the  Stales  were  concerned,  gentlemen  on 
all  sides  conceded  that  Congress  had  not  the  con- 
stitutional power  to  legislate  on  the  subject.  So 
far  as  the  Di.sirict  of  Columbia  was  concerned, 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  from  the  Poug- 
keepsie  tlistrict,  had  declared  that  slavery  did  not 
constitutionally  exist  within  its  limits.  But  we 
have  no  right  to  violate  the  rights  of  individuals 
in  this  District  to  their  slave  property,  any  more 
than  we  can  violate  their  right  to  any  other  prop- 
erty. Indeed,  the  people  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia held  their  slave  property  by  a  stronger 
tenure  than  the  people  of  any  of  (he  States  did. 
This  position  he  was  indebted  for  to  his  col- 
league, [Mr,  Simpson.]  It  was  this:  at  the  time 
of  the  cession  of  this  District  to  Congress,  the 
Legislatures  of  Virginia  and  Maryland  did  not 

Sossess  the  power  of  abolishing  slavery  in  those 
t&tes — that  power  never  having  been  conferred 
on  them  by  the  people — and  consequently  they 
could,  not  transfer  it  to  Congress. 

Mr.  C.  then  went  on  to  show  that  Congress 
did  not  possess  the  power  to  abolish  slavery  in 
the  Territory  of  Florida;  and  in  support  of  the 
position  referred  to  the  Constitution,  the  Mis- 
souri compromise,  and  the  Florida  treaty. 

The  gentleman  from  NorthCarolina[Mr.CLiNa- 
man]  believed  that  if  (he  House  could  receive, 
debate,  and  refer  abolition  petitions,  error  would 
be  dissipated  as  the  mists  of  Ihe  morning  before 
the  rising  sun.  Did  the  gentleman  not  know  that 
the  spirit  of  abolition  was  abroad;  that  it  gained 
ground  and  increased  in  force  like  every  succes- 
sive wave  of  the  ocean  i  Did  he  not  know  that  it 
had  already  grown  to  such  an  extent  as  to  threaten 
the  existence  of  the  Constitution  !  If  he  believed 
that  the  course  painted  out  by  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  would  be  followed  by  the  ablest 
report  in  opposition  to  it  (hat  was  ever  presented 
in  (his  House,  and  that  that  report  would  be  sus- 
tained by  a  majority  of  (he  House,  still  he  would 
oppose  it.  But,  believing  that  the  results  would  be 
(he  same  ss  they  had  witnessed  when  Mr.  Pink- 
ney,8ome  years  ago,  made  his  able  report  on  the 
same  subject,  he  was  still  further  determined  in 
bis  opposition  to  it. 

The  SPEAKER  here  announced  that  the  gen- 
tleman's hour  had  expired. 

Mr.  BURT  obtained  the  «oor. 

The  morning  hour  having  expired,  the  subject 
went  over  till  to-morrow. 

RESIGNATION  OF  MR.  GILMER. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  Honse  a  letter 
from  HonTrHOMAs  W.  Gilmer,  stating  that  he 
hud  transmitted  to  the  Governor  of  Virginia  his 
resignation  of  the  seat  he  held  in  this  House  os  a 
Representative  from  the  fifth  congressional  dis- 
trict of  Virginia,  and  taking  his  leave  of  the  House 
with  the  kindestexpressioiisof  respectand  regard. 
■    The  letter  having  been  read, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DROMGOOLE,  it  was  laid 
on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

PRIVATE  BILLS. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  WELLER,  the  House  re- 
solved itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
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(Mr.  J.  R.  iKGERaoLL  in  the  chair,)  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Private  Calendar. 

JOHN  B.  SCHUTLER. 

The  bill  (No.  41)  for  the  relief  of  John  B.Schuy- 
ler was  first  taken  up,  and  advocated  by  Messrs. 
RAMSEY,  DEAN,  DANA,  BOWER,  WENT- 
WORTH,  and  McCAUSLEN;  and  opposed  by 
Messrs.  RATHBUN,  C.  JOHNSON,  HALE, 
and  GIDDINGS. 

Mr.  H  AMMETT  moved  that  it  be  passed  over; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

WILUAM  GLOVER. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Glover  was 
Aext  taken  up;  and,  after  beins  explained  and 
advocated  by  Mr.  BRINKERHOFF,  was  laid 
aside  to  be  reported. 

ADJUSTMENT  OF  LAND  CLAIMS. 

The  committee  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  adjustment  of  land 
claims  within  the  States  of  Missouri,  Arkansas, 
and  Louisiana,  and  the  Territory  of  Iowa, and  in 
those  parts  of  the  States  of  Mississippi  and  Ala- 
bama south  of  the  thirty-first  degree  of  north  lat- 
itude, and  between  the  Mississippi  and  Perdido 
rivers.  ^ 

Aftera discussion  involving thequcstion  whether 
this  was  a  private  or  public  oil!,  in  which  Messrs. 
SLIDELL,  HOPKIWS,C.  JOHNSON,  JAME- 
SON, COLLAMER,WJNTHROP,  and  BEL- 
SER  took  part,  it  was  laid  aside  to  be  reported 
as  a  public  bill. 

WILLIAM  AND  REUBEN  ALLEN. 

The  committee  next  look  up  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  General  William  Allen  and  Reuben  Allen 
which  was  explained  by  Mr.  SAMPLE. 

The  subject  was  hIso  debated  by  Messrs.  C. 
JOHNSON  and  THOMASSON. 

The  committee  ordered  the  bill  to  be  reported 
to  the  House. 

JOHN  HULLINGS. 

The  committee  then  took  up  for  consideration 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Mullings;  and,  after 
•  short  debate  between  Mr.  VINTON,  in  oppo- 
sition and  Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  in  favnrnfihe  bill, 
the  committee  rose  and  reported  bills  No.  41,  43, 
52,  and  66,  without  umenilment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SLIDELL,  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  was  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  bill  No.  33;  and  the  same 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
stale  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  asked  leave  to  introduce  a  res- 
olution calling  upon  the  Secretary  of  State  to 
transmit  to  this  House  a  report  which  had  been 
prepared  by  the  commissioner  appointed  to  run 
the  line  between  several  of  the  northern  States 
and  the  British  provinces;  which  was  objected 
to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CLINGMAN,  the  House 
thtfn  adjourned. 

The  rollowing  pctliiona,  preMnteil  to  day,  were  bamletl 
to  tlH->  rvportiT.-i  i>y  ttie  liiL*uit>crii  prcst'iilin;  thcin  : 

!ty  Mr.  t'OS'l'Ell:  Tiie  p<>iinun  of  Tlioinns  Hunt  and 
niiH'iy  nine  oiIilta,  ciliE>.'ii'<  of  WusuiMirt'lnnil  county, 
reiiiioylvaiim,  rvuionRirauiig  against  nuy  rc'dueLion  of  tiie 
diily'Oii  ifail. 

Also,  the  petition  of  (dracl  P.iiittf>r  and  sixty -figltl  oihcrs, 
of  like  imiMtrl ;  llu;  petition  of  It.  Corfllitr  and  lliirlylwo 
otliiTit,  of  liltij  iiii|M)rt ;  which  were  retbrred  to  the  Commit' 
tve  of  VVayH  and  AlMait*. 

Uy  Mr.  ItEI.PG:  Tlic  pi'tiiion  of  Jolpi  Polk  and  others, 
ctltzcn«of  Madison  eoiniiy,  Mi55ouri,  praynig  the  removal 
of  the  land  orticf  from  Jackson  to  Frndrncktown. 

By  Mr.  MA.UFl.tS:  The  prlitinn  of  Jamen  Marsliall  and 
two  hundred  andsevt'nty  eight  others,  citiKuns  of  Mtcliigan 
City  and  norlliern  Indiana,  praying  Congrci^,  ut  an  curly 
clay,  to  make  an  adequate  and  snimble  approprtaiion  for 
continuing  the  c<Mit^irnction  of  the  harbor  at  Micliigan  City, 
ill  the  Stale  of  Indiana. 

Ily  Mr.  UltOUIIE.tU:  The  peUtinn  of  JoKn  A.  Gu!<tin 
and  anutlier,  sccuritieii  of  Wiltiani  [''.  Uodgerg,n  defaulting 
postmaster,  pntying  for  relief;  which  was  referred  to  the 
(Committee  of  (;ianns. 

By  Mr.  WEN'I'VVOKTII :  The  prtilion  of  sundry  citi- 
zens oi  Kendall  cnunly,  Illinois,  praying  relief  for  damages 
cUKtained  in  the  Itluck  llawk  war ;  which  was  referred  to 
tile  Cninmittee  of  Claims. 

Also,  the  |H:litioii  of  sundry  citixens  of  La  Salle  county, 
Illinois,  remonstrating  against  the  annexatimi  of  Texas  to 
■  Mis  country ;  which  was  reicrrvd  to  the  Cuminiitec  ou 
J-*iir(>ign  AHairs. 

.Mso.  a  petition  from  fifty-nine  citizens  of  Lake  connty. 
]iliiMns,pniyiiig  lor  a  tiglit-iiou!<e  at  Liillerorl,  I.akeeonntv, 
Illinois  i  winch  was  rcJerred  to  the  Coioinittee  on  Cvui- 
luorcc. 


By  Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennewee  s  Tlie  petition  of  Jacob 
Amalt  and  oUiers,  of  Franklin  county,  Tennessee,  for  sn 
extension  of  the  mail  route  from  Lynclibiirg,  Lincoln  coun- 
ty, to  Winchester  Springs,  Franklin  county,  Tennessee ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Boads.  _ 

By  Mr.  McCLERNAND:  The  petition  of  Jonathan 
Floyd,  of  Pope  county,  Ulinois,  praying  Congress  for  ar- 
rearages of  pay  OS  an  invalid  pensioner;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions. 

By  Mr.  DODGE,  of  Wisconsin :  A  petition  numerously 
signed  by  citizens  of  the  county  6f  Kacine,  Territory  of 
Wisconsin,  asking  of  Congress  the  establishment  of  a  mail 
route  from  Ottawa,  State  of  Illinois,  through  the  valley  of 
the  Fox  river^  to  Elquio,  so  as  to  terminate  at  the  town  of 
R.icine,  in  said  Territory ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Rest  OfTice  and  Pont  Roads. 

Also,  the  pciition  of  Henry  R.  Elkins,  B.  H.  Mallory,inid 
one  hundred  and  seventy-three  others,  citizens  of  Geneva, 
Walworth  county,  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  praying  Con- 
gress for  an  appropriation  for  the  consirucUon  of  a  harbor 
at  Souihport,  in  said  Territory ;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Cointnerce. 

By  Mr.  UKOWN,  of  Iniliana:  The  petition  of  George  H. 
Robinson  and  thirty-six  others,  citizens  of  Hancock  coun- 
ty,  praying  a  reduction  of  tile  rates  of  postazc  ;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads. 

IN  SENATE. 
MoNDAT,  February  19,  1844. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  lempore  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  communication  from  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, reporting,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution 
of  the  Senate,  a  plan  and  estimates  for  a  perma- 
nent wharf  at  Pensacola  navy-yard,  Florida,  and 
a  plan  of  a  dock  and  marine  railway  at  the  same 
place;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Aflairs. 

Also,  a  report  from  that  Department,  made  in 
compliance  with  the  act  of  Congress  of  March, 
1843,  in  relation  to  the  practicability  and  expense 
of  constructing  n  dry-dock  and  floating-dock  at 
Brooklyn,  New  York,  &c.;  which  was  commit- 
ted. 

Also,  a  statement  and  memorial  from  J.  P.  H. 
Claiborne,  of  Mi.<)8issippi,  one  of  the  board  of 
commissioners  appointed  to  aiijust  the  claims 
arising  under  the  treaty  with  the  Choctaw  Indians 
at  Dancing  Rabbit  creek,  setting  forth  the  im- 
mense frauds  practiced  upon  those  Indians  by 
speculators,  and  asking  the  interposition  of  the 
Government  to  protect  them,  and  prevent  the  con- 
summation of  those  frauds. 

Mr.  SEVIER  said  he  understood  that  the  doc- 
;  ument  was  an  important  one;  arri  as  it  was  very 
long,  he  moved  that  it  be  printed. 

Mr.  BATES  called  for  the  reading  of  the  me- 
morial and  documents;  which  was  ordered  and 
progressed  in;  when. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TAPPAN,  they  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

PETITIONS,  ETC. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  a  memorial  from 
Benjamin  B.  Ferguson,  of  the  county  of  Brad- 
fortf,  Pennsylvania,  an  invalid  from  wounds  re- 
ceived in  the  last  war,  praying  for  a  pension; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions. 

Also,  a  petition  from  Eleanor  W.  Houston  and 
Alma  S.  Houston,  of  Columbia,  Lancaster  coun- 
ty, Pennsylvania,  surviving  children  of  the  late 
Dr.  John  Houston,  a  surgeon  in  the  revolution- 
ary army,  asking  compensation  for  a  claim  due 
their  father;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Revolutionary  Claims. 
'Al30,a  memorial  from  John  Simpson  and  others, 
citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  complaining  that  canal 
boats  engaged  in  transporting  coal  have  been  com- 
pelled to  lake  ont  coasting  licenses,  &.C.,  and  pray 
that  a  law  may  be  passed  exempting  them  from 
the  operations  of  the  law  authorizing  such  ex- 
actions; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

Mr.  STURGEON  presented  a  similar  memo- 
rial from  Charles  Knowlcs  and  others,  inhabit- 
ants of  the  coal  regions  in  Pennsylvania;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  BAYARD  presented  a  memoriitl  from 
Amos  Check,  a  carpenter,  and  others,  warrant 
othcers  in  ihe  vessels  employed  in  the  exploring 
expedition,  asking  extra  compensation  for  such 
services;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Nav.0l  Affairs. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presentcs)  a  preamble  and  res- 
olutions of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  New 
York,  praying  Congress  to  pass  u  law  admitting 


railroad  iron  free  of  duty;  which  was  leferted  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  Lyon  &  Howard,  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  praying  the  payment  of  a 
balance  due  ihem  on  a  contract  for  constructing 
a  locomotive  steam  dredging  machine  on  Lake 
Erie  for  the  United  States;  also,  for  improvements 
of  and  painting  the  same;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Commitieee  an  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  JARNAGIN  presented  a  memorial  from 
a  number  of  citizens  of  Tennessee  and  Georgia, 
praying  the  establishment  of  a  mail  route  from 
Cleveland,  Tennessee,  to  Rome,  Georgia;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads. 

Also,  a  petition  from  James  P.  Spring  and 
others,  of  Bentonville,  Arkansas,  praying  that 
the  trooj<s  now  ptationed  at  Fort  Gibson  may  be 
removed  to  Old  Fort  Wayne,  or  some  point  near; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Commiuee  on  Military 
Afiairs. 

Mr.  EVANS  presented  a  petition  from  Richard 
Morris  and  others,  of  the  city  and  county  of 
Philadelphia,  praying  the  restoration  of  the  pen- 
sion fund,  and  to  the  widows  the  pensions  they 
were  entitled  to  under  it. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  presented  a  memorial  from 
David  Garrell  and  others,  from  the  same  place, 
of  like  prayer;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  STURGEON  presented  a  memorial  from 
Margaret  A.  Griscom  and  numerous  other  ladies, 
and  a  memorial  .from  Ellen  Sollars  and  other 
ladies,  of  the  city  and  count jr  of  Philadelphia, 
praying  Congress  to  pass  a  law  abolishing  any- 
thing in  the  Constitution  or  laws  which  recognius 
slavery;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  (able. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  a  memorial, 
signed  by  the  collector  and  surveyor  of  the  port 
of  Philadelphia,  and  the  several  other  officers  of 
the  customs  there,  setting  forth  tliat  the  preseal 
custom-house  is  in  a  ruinous  condition,  and  an 
unfit  place  for  the  transaction  of  the  business  of 
the  custom-house;  and  that  it  must  be  either  is- 
paired  or  another  lot  purebased  and  a«ew  build- 
ing erected  thereon,  they  urge  the  purchase,  by 
the  Government,  as  a  fit  building  foracustoni- 
house,  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  which, 
they  say,  can  be  had  very  cheap;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGB  presented  a  memorial 
from  a  number  of  citizens  of  Branch  county, 
Micliigan,  praying  a  reduction  of  the  rales  of 
postage,  especially  on  letters  going  the  grealeit 
distance,  (which  they  recommend  to  be  reduced 
to  ten  cenu,)  and  for  the  abolition  of  the  frank- 
ing privilege. 

Mr.  W.  made  some  remarRa  to  show  the  pro- 
priety of  reducing  the  postage  on  letters  to  len 
cents  for  any  distance,  and  the  impropriety  of 
abolishing  the  franking  privilege. 

The  rasmoria!  was  then  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  BENTON  presented  a  memorial  from 
Wheeling,  Virginia,  signed  by  B.  Fallour  sad 
numerous  others,  citizens  of  the  United  Stales, 
praying  Congress  to  pass  a  law  giving  to  each  of 
them  ten  years'  credit  on  one  section  of  land,  ta 
be  locaictl  in  the  southern  part  of  the  Slate  of 
Missouri,  and  nnrlhern  part  of  the  Slate  of  Ark- 
ansas; which  was  referied  to  the  Commiuee  o> 
Public  Lands 

Also,  a  petition  from  Lewis  Davis,  of  Tennes- 
see, praying  a  pension  for  services  rendered  is 
two  campaigns  in  the  last  war;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Penaions. 

Mr.  AIXEN  presented  a  memorial  from  Hor- 
ace Steele  and  others,  citizens  of  Lake  couaty, 
Ohio,  praying  the  passage  of  a  law  restoring  ta 
widows  the  pensions  to  which  they  were  hereto- 
fore entitled  under  a  law^f  Congress,  which  will 
expire  this  year;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  citizens  of  the  county  of 
£^ie,  Ohio,  praying  that  an  act  may  pass  grant- 
ing every  white  male  inhabilant  of  the  United 
States  who  is  entitled  to  vote,  one  bandied  acres 
of  land,  on  condition  that  he  will  occupy  and  im- 
prove the  same  for  a  period  of  six  years;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Also,  another  petition  from  citizens  of  Mus- 
kingum county,  Ohio,  asking  for  reform  in  ths 
post  office  system;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  ou  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 
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PAPBR8  WTTBDRAVir  AND  RCriRRBD. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BARROW,  the  petition  of 
Thomas  W.  Chimm  was  ordered  to  be  taken 
from  the  files,  and,  with  the  papers  relating  there- 
to, which  he  then  presented,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Prirate  Land  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TALLMADGE,  it  was  or- 
dered that  the  petition  of  Jacob  Gideon,  praying 
the  purchase,  by  Congress,  of  a  number  of  seta 
of  laws  of  the  United  States,  be  taken  from  the 
files  and  referred  to  the  Committee  oii  the  Li- 
brary. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PORTER,  it  was  ordered, 
that  the  petition  of  Major  A:  D.  Stewart,  Pay- 
master General  of  the  Army  of  the  United  Slates, 
be  taken  from  the  files  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims. 

GREBNHOVr'S  WORK. 

Mr.  ARCHER,  from  the  Committee  on'For- 
e^n  Relations,  to  whom  was  referred  the  mem- 
orial of  Robert  Greenhow  upon  the  subject,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  purchase  of  certain  copies  of 
the  History  of  Oregon,  California,  and  other  Ter- 
ritories on  the  northwest  coast  of  North  America; 
'Which  was  read,  and  the  question  being,  "  Shall 
it  be  ordered  to  a  second  reading?" 

Mr.  BENTON  denounced  the  bill  (which  ap- 
propriates |3,000  for  the  parchase  of  one  thou- 
■and  fife  hundred  copies  of  this  work)  as  another 
attempt  to  enter  into  the  book-printing  business; 
irhicb  he  had  hoped  an  effectual  stop  had  been 
pat  to.  The  bill,  not  only  proposed  to  make  the 
purchase,  amounting  to  |3,000,  but  to  distribute 
the  books  to  members  of  Congress.  From  what 
be  had  seen  on  such  subjects,  he  thought  it  was 
time  to  stop.  If  this  bill  was  passed,  it  would 
not  stop  here ;  for  year  after  year  they  wOuld  have 
propositions  of  the  same  kind,  proposing  to  dis- 
tribute to  members  of  Congress  who  would  come 
after  them  (that  they  might  be  on  a  footing  with 
other  membeis  of  Congress)  copies  of  this  work, 
until  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  would  be 
drawn  from  the  Treasury.  This  practice  of 
printing  books  fo^distribution  among  members 
of  Congress  he  denounced  as  one  of  the  most 
iniquitous  and  most  scandalous  which  had  erown 
op  in  Congress  or  the  country.  He  then  alluded 
to  ths  practice  which  had  grown  opunder  former 
distributions  of  books.  A  Mr.  Templeman,  a 
■ellerof  congressional  books  and  documents,  had 
been  in  the  habit  of  purchasing  from  members  of 
Congress,  for  the  sum  of  ten  dollars,  their  chances 
for  a  copy  of  a  work  which  will  cost  Congress, 
wrhen  completed,  some  four  hundred  thousand 
dollars.  There  were  members  of  the  Senate 
^Messrs.  Kimo  and  Cai.bo0n]  so  utterly  averse 
to  the  practice  of  distribution,  that  they  would 
not  touch  a  copy  of  the  works  to  be  distributed. 
Wot  himself,  he  utterly  refused  to  receive  a  copy 
of  those  books;  and  he  should  continue  to  refuse. 
He  hoped  the  thing  would  stop.  The  gentleman 
who  preparefl  this  work  did  it  when  he  was  libra- 
rian in  one  of  the  Departments  under  the  Gov- 
enment;  and  at  the  time  he  was  receiving  a  salary 
of  11,500  per  annum  from  the  Government.  He 
compiled  it  from  our  own  books.  He  knew  it 
was  not  usual  to  say  anything  on  bills  at  the  stage 
in  which  the  bill  then  was;  but  the  enormity  ot 
the  practice  of  printing  books  for  distribution 
was  so  great,  that  be  could  not  refrain  from  ex- 
pressing his  abhorrence  of  it;  and  he  gave  notice 
to  the  Senator  who  reported  the  bill  that  he  would 
fight  it  foot  by  foot,  to  the  lost  stage  of  action 
upon  it.  Mr.  B.  continued  to  denounce  the  prac- 
tice which  the  bill  proposed  to  revive.  So  much 
bad  he  been  opposed  to  it,  that  he  refused  to  re- 
ceive a  copy  of  the  Madison  papers,  authorized 
to  be  distributed  to  members  of  Congress,  as 
ranch  as  he  stood  in  need  of  that  work.  He 
purchased  a  copy  for  himself.  He  reiterated  his 
determination  to  oppose  the  bill,  inch  by  inch. 

Mr.  ARCHER  said  that  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Missouri  [Mr.  Bihtok]  had  no  neeiito  give 
to  him  or  the  Seiiaie  notice  of  the  mode  in  which 
he  intended  to  conduct  any  opposition  to  measures 
coming  before  that  body.  It  was  the  mode  in 
which  he  [Mr.  Benton]  fought  this  measure,  and 
in  which  he  fought  all  measures  which  were  not 
agreeable  to  his  political  predilections.  He  hoped 
the  Senate  would  draw  the  inference  from  this, 
that  the  Senator  [Mr.  Benton]  was  not  to  be  re- 
guded  as  an  impartial  arbiter  on  the  merits  of  the 
book,  a  proposition  for  the  publication  of  which 


was  now  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Senate.  He  agreed  that  the  practice  of  purchasing 
books  for  the  use  of  Congress  had  been  abused! 
As  a  general  rule,  it  wbs  the  safest  plan  to  avoid 
making  these  purchases.  But  were  there  not 
cases  of  exception  to  this  rule?  The  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations  had  thought  the  present  an 
exception,  because  it  was  expected  that  within  a 
few  days  a  negotiation  between  this  Government 
and  Great  Britain,  in  relation  to  the  territory  of 
which  this  book  gave  a  description,  would  be 
commenced.  The  Senator  from  Missouri  was 
known  to  be  intimate  with  the  history  and  topo- 
graphy of  that  territory;  but  how  many  members 
of  either  House  of  Congress  were  so  well  informed 
upon  the  subject?  It  might  be  necessary  to  go 
back  hundreds  of  years  to  investigate  the  Spanish 
title  and  the  claims  of  Great  Britain.  Were  mem- 
bers prepared  for  this  ?  Had  they  timf,  or  were 
thev  in  a  position  which  would  enable  them  to 
make  researches  themselves,  which  were  here 
presented  to  them  in  a  clear  and  distinct  form  ? 
The  book  was  of  essential  importance  to  Congress 
and  to  the  country,  though  not  to  the  honorable 
Senators  on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  who  had 
prejudged  the  matter,  and  declared  against  any 
further  negotiation  between  the  twoGovemments, 
when  it  was  our  Government  that  invited  the  ne- 
gotiation. This  mode  of  attacking  a  bill  was 
unusual;  and  he  hoped  the  Senate  would  refuse  to 
concur  with  the  honorable  Senator  [Mr.  Benton] 
in  arresting  the  bill  in  its  present  state.  When 
it  came  up  for  its  third  reading,  he  thought  he 
would  be  able  to  sustain  the  propositions  which 
he  had  thrown  out;  till  that  time,  he  should  re- 
frain from  any  further  discussion  on  the  subject; 
but  would  then  take  the  occasion  to  reply  to  the 
remarks  of  the  Senator,  [Mr.  Benton.] 

Mr.  BENTON  stated  that  the  work,  if  it  was 
a  valuable  one,  could  be  purchased  by  the  Li- 
brary Committee,  and  placed  in  the  library  for 
tbe  use  of  the  members,  not  only  of  the  present 
Congress,  but  all  those  who  might  follow  them. 
There  was  an  annual  appropriation  of  |5,000 
under  the  charge  of  that  committee,  for  the  pur- 
chase of  books  which  they  deemed  useful.  He 
inquired  of  Mr.  Tapfam  how  much  of  that  fund 
was  on  hand. 

Mr.TAPPAN.  Some  four  or  five  thousand 
dollars. 

Mr.  CHOATE  remarked  that  there  were  out- 
standing contracts  which  would  absorb  nearly,  if 
not  quite,  that  amount. 

Mr.  BENTON  remarked  that  if  the  balance  on 
hand  was  not  four  or  five  thousand  dollars,  as 
represented  by  the  chairman  of  the  Library  Com- 
mittee, the  annual  appropriation  of  $5,000  would 
be  soon  made,  and  such  portion  of  that  amount 
as  was  required  could  be  used  by  that  committee 
in  purchasing  this  work  to  be  placed  in  the  libra- 
ry, if  they  deemed  it  proper.  If  purchased  by 
that  committee,  they  would  be  placed  in  the  li- 
brary, where  they  would  remain  at  all  limes  for 
the  use  of  memben  of  Congress,  and  others  who 
may  desire  to  read  them.  Mr.  B.  continued  at 
some  length  to  point  out  the  evils  of  the  book- 
distributing  system. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  he  happjened  to  be  a 
member  of  this  unfortunate  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations;  and,  without  having  concurred  in 
that  pan  of  the  bill  (for  he  hud  not  seen  the  bill 
before  it  was  reported)  giving  to  each  member  of 
Congress  one  of  those  books,  he  most  heartily 
concurred  in  the  proposition  to  purchase  a  cer- 
tain number  of  copies  of  this  work.  He  was  as 
strong  an  advocate  for  our  title  to  the  Oregon 
Territory,  and  should  resist  the  alienation  of  a 
foot  of  that  Territory  to  any  Power  on  earth, with 
as  much  energy  and  determination,  as  his  friend 
from  Missouri.  [Mr.  Benton,  from  his  Seat: 
That  is  right;  that  is  right.}  But  in  order  to  pre- 
sent our  claim  properly  before  Congress  and  tjfe 
country,  it  was  necessary  to  have  a  compllaiion, 
such  as  that  contained  in  this  book  of  Mr.  Green- 
how.  It  was  necessary  to  have  it  for  the  security 
of  our  title  to  that  country,  and  to  relieve  us  from 
the  difficulties  in  which  we  have  Ueen  involved 
by  our  diplomacy, and  by  speeches  on  this  floor. 

If  this  Gkivernment  claimed  by  contiguity  of 
territory,  we  were  confined  to  the  forty -ninth  par- 
allel of  latitude;  if  it  claimed  under  the  treaty  of 
Utrecht,  we  were  confined  to  the  forty-ninth  par- 
allel of  latitude;  if  it  claimed  under  the  discovery 
of  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  river,  we  werecon- 


fined  to  the  vallejr  of  the  Columbia.  The  only 
mode  by  which  this  Government  could  make  its 
title  good  to  the  whole  territory  of  Oregon,  up  to 
540  40'  of  north  latitude,  was  to  claim  under  the 
old  and  good  Spanish  title.  He  believed  he  had 
read  every  speech  which  had  been  mode  on  that 
subject;  he  had  examined  every  document  he 
could  find;  and  he  undertook  to  say  that,  by  the 
indefatigable  perseverance  and  inaustry  of  Mr. 
Greenhow,  copies  of  old  Spanish  documents  and 
journals  of  voyages  bearing  strongly  in  favor  of 
our  title,  which  had  never  yet  been  presented  in 
a  distinct  or  strong  form,  by  the  people  of  ths 
United  Slates  to  the  world,  had  been  collected  and 
embodied  in  the  work.  It  was  utterly  impossible 
that  a  work  of  this  character,  containing  a  large 
and  minute  compilation  of  facts  and  dates,  com- 
prising centuries,  could  be  published  at  the  ex- 
pense of  Mr.  Greenhow.  Mr.  Greenhow  had  al- 
ready,as  he  had  been  informed,  and  as  there  was 
no  reason  to  doubt,  expended  a  great  part  of  his 
means  in  making  this  compilation.  It  had  been 
very  skilfully  arranged,  and  it  was  a  book  highly 
creditable  to  Mr.  Greenhow.  At  this  particular 
crisis,  when  a  treaty  was  under  negotiation  on 
this  ouestion  of  title,  was  the  information  eon- 
tainea  in  this  book,  which  it  was  proposed  to 
placein  the  public  libraries  ant!  lay  before  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States,  to  be  denied  by  Congress? 
That  Mr.  Greenhow  could  not  afford  to  publish 
the  book  at  his  Own  individual  expense,  was  per- 
fectly clear.  He  would  not  take  a  book  to  be  paid 
for  by  the  Government;  he  would  buy  the  book 
himself;  he  would  not  accept  any  such  work  at 
the  expense  of  Coneresa.  [Mr.  Benton,  from 
his  seat:  The  right  hand  of  good  fellowship  to 
you  for  that.]  He  would  vote  for  copies  of  the 
book  to  be  placed  in  the  library  of  Congress  and 
distributed  among  the  public  libraries  and  people 
of  the  States  in  such  manner  as  will  afford  the 
most  extensive  information.  He  should  never 
consent  that  this  man  should  suffer  in  consequence 
of  his  able  and  Successful  exertions  to  sustain  the 
right  of  his  country  to  the  Oregon  Territory.  He 
repeated  that  this  work,  in  his  opinion,  fully  es- 
tablished the  validity  of  the  old  Spanish  title  to 
the  whole  northwest  coast  of  America  between 
latitude  420  and  540  40'  north  latitude,  and  this 
title  we  had  acquired  from  Spain  under  the  treaty 
of  I8I9.  It'had  extricated  that  portion  of  this 
territory  north  of  490  from  the  embarrassed  po- 
sition in  which  it  had  been  placed  by  the  blunder- 
ing diplomacy  of  our  negotiaton  and  the  blun- 
dering speeches  of  our  statesmen. 

He  had  not  expected  that  the  second  reading 
of  this  bill,  which  was  generally  a  mere  matter  of 
course,  woUId  be  opposed.'  He  was  one  of  those 
who  had  always  stood  up  against  the  purchase  of 
books,  to  be  given  to  members  of  Congress;  but 
when  a  great  work  like  this  of  science  and  his- 
torical research,  not  calculated  for  general  sale, 
or  for  general  use,  and  which  demonstrated  our 
title  to  the  Oregon  territory,  was  presented,  he 
would  make  such  a  case  an  exception  from  his 
general  rule  against  subscribing  for  any  books. 
The  object  to  be  accomplished  was  one  of  vast 
importance;  the  whole  expense  to  be  incurred 
was  )3,000  for  the  purchase  of  fifteen  hundred 
copies  of  the  work.  He,  at  least,  was  willing  by 
his  vote  to  subscribe  this  amount  out  of  the  pub- 
lic Treasury ,  for  the  purpose  of  disseminating 
information  among  the  people,  on  a  subject  o( 
vital  importance  to  their  interest  and  honor.  He 
would  support  the  bill,  with  the  exception  of  that 
portion  of  it  which  gave  a  copy  to  each  member 
of  Congress  at  the  public  expense. 

Mr.  ARCHER  said  he  owed  it  to  the  commit- 
tee to  offer  an  explanation  in  relation  to  that  part 
of  the  bill.  The  committee  (every  member  pres- 
ent concurring)  directed  him  to  report  in  favor  of 
having  the  number  of  books  published  for  which 
the  bill  provided.  He  had  asked  the  Serretary 
of  the  Senate  what  was  the  mode  of  publishing 
and  disposing  of  such  books.  The  Secretary  in- 
formed him  that  the  mode  usually  adopted  was 
such  as  was  now  adopted  in  the  bill.  He  had 
therefore  to  say  to  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Missouri  that  he  had  acted  upon  the  information 
which  he  had  derived,  and  not  with  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  committee;  but  he  was  willing  to 
strike  out  from  the  bill  that  portion  of  it  which 
proposes  to  distribute  copies  of  this  work  among 
membere  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represent- 
atives.   Like  his  honorable  friend  from  Penn. 
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•ylvania,  he  attached  very  high  importanoe  to  the 
publication  of  this  book,  as  a  medium  of  inform- 
ation for  Congress  and  ilie  country. 

The  people  were  very  speedily  to  pronounce 
judgment  on  the  action  of  Congress  with  regard 
to  lliQ  subjeut  treated  of  by  the  author.  He  be- 
lieved that  it  was  only  through  this  medium  that 
correct  information  could  be  obtained.  Did  gen- 
tlemen think  they  could  engage  in  the  negptiation 
of  a  treaty  with  the  most  powerful  Government 
in  the  world,  and  neglect  the  only  means  of  ob- 
taining all  necessary  information  upon  the  sub- 
ject? It  was  proposed  to  distribute  the  books, 
•o  that  each  legislative  body  throughout  the 
country  could  have  the  advantage  of  the  inform- 
ation contained  in  them.  He  repeated,  that  very 
few  men  were  so  conversant  with  tlie  subject 
OS  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Benton-,] 
and  the  real  question  was,  as  had  been  slated  by 
the  honorablu  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr. 
BocHAHAN,}  whether  the  Senate  would  go  blind- 
-folded  into  a  discussion  and  decision  of  this  ques- 
tion, or  whellier  it  would  purchase  for  itself  and 
the  country  the  means  of  information.  Was  j 
this  question  absolutely  to  be  decided  in  the  dark,  : 
when  light  was  within  reash  .'  He  rose  merely  j 
to  say  to  the  honorable  Senator,  [Mr.  Benton,]  { 
that  the  particular  «iauso  wliich  gave  each  mem- 
l>er  a  copy  of  tlie  work  should  be  stricken  out. 

Mr.  BENTON  replied  at  some  length  to  Mr.  ! 
Archer,  touching  the  cJaim  set-up  by  England  \ 
to  the  Oregon;  declaring  that,  with  reference  to 
that  question,  he  was  precisely  in  a  national  point  j 
of  view  as  he  would  be  in  an  individual  point  of 
view.    If  a  man  jumped  on  bis  property,  and  I 
took  half  unless  he  would  fight  for  it,  he  would  | 
fight;  and  he  warned  gentlemen   that,  on   this  : 
question,  they  were  not  going  to  have  anotlier  ' 
Maine  and  Nlassuchuselts  question.    They  were  j 
disgraced  enough  in  the  settlement  of  the  Maine  i 
boundary  queslion.  He  had  his  rights  in  the  ad-  | 
jnstment  of  the  Oregon  queslion,  and  no  coming  \ 
or  depiirting  of  special  ministers  would  deprive 
him  of  that  right.    It  was  his  determination  to 
exercise  that  right  to  preserve  the  interests  and 
honor  of  his  country,  so  far  as  he  might  have 
any  (lowur  to  do  it;  and  the  coming  or  departing 
of  a  special  minister  would  not  alter  that  determ- 
ination. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  desired  to  reply  to  tlie  Sen- 
ator from  Missouri.  That  Senator  bad  denounced 
°lbe  bill — to  which  bill,  however,  he  (Mr.  B.)  had 
nut  given  his  assent — as  part  of  a  system  of  plun- 
der.    He  called  for  the  reading  of  the  report. 

Mr.  PHELPS  interposed,  and  said  the  morn- 
ing hour  had  expired.  He  called  for  the  order  of 
the  day. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  on  tha  table  till  to-roor> 
row. 

THE  COMPROMISE  ACT — THE  TARIFF. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BVANS,  the  Senate  then 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  of  the 
Finance  Committee,  fur  the  indefinite  postpune- 
mentof  the  bill  introduced  by  Mr.  A1cD<;ffie  for 
reducing  the  duties  under  the  present  tariff  to  the 
standard  of  the  compromise  act. 

Mr.  PHELPS  re«uro<-d  his  argument  in  favor 
of  the  tarilT.  He  said  he  would  ofler  no  apology 
for  the  time  he  might  occupy,  except  that  already 
given — the  vast  importance  of  the  subject  under 
discussion.  There  wns  no  living  language  more 
fruitful  in  opprobrious  rpiihcls  than  the  Eiigliali; 
yet,  even  if  that  almost  inexhaustible  sourcu  wiis 
drained  out  in  njiplying  to  the  tariflf  every  term 
nf  obloquy  and  disgust,  its  merits  would  remain 
■  lie  same  in  tJie  opinion  of  the  great  mass  of  the 
American  people,  un  whose  decision  itcould  alone 
stand  or  full.  It  was  his  purpose  to  proceed  with 
the  examination  of  li^is  question  with  cool  delib- 
eration, and  nut  with  rcfi-rence  to  any  local  inter- 
est; but  with  a  universal  feelir-g  for  the  interest 
and  welfare  of  every  section  of  the  country,  ond 
of  every  portion  of  the  |>eriple.  When  interrupted 
by  the  aiijournmcnt  on  Friday,  he  was  showin;, 
ill  answer  to  the  boiiorsble  Senator  from  Nuw 
Hampshire,  that  our  agricultural  produce,  di^ti.lct 
from  produce  raised  by  planters,  could  not  rely  on 
England  as  a  vent  for  the  surplus.  He  seized 
that  moment  to  remark  that  the  assertion  of  the 
fienatorfrom  New  Hampshire— that  England  and 
her  dopciidencios  took  from  us  full  two  fifths  of 
our  surplus  bread  stulf  produce — was  not  in  fact 
correct.   The  caiculatiou  on  which  it  was  fouudud 


was  deceptive,  inasmuch  «•  it  was  based  on  da- 
ducting  the  amounts  exported  from  the  whole 
produce,  and  setting  down  the  residue  as  neces- 
sary for  home  consumption,  instead  of  taking  the 
true  mode — that  gf  giving  the  quantity  of  produce 
actually  necessary  for  home  use,  and  leaving  the 
difi°erence  between  that  and  the  whole  as  the  sur- 
plus. By  the  reports  of  the  year  1843,  this  coun- 
try produced  eighty-four  million  bushels  of  wheat, 
and,  from  the  increase  that  has  since  taken  place« 
may  now  be  put  down  as  producing  one  hundred 
million  bushels.  Giving,  then,  to  each  individual 
three  bushels  per  year,  (which  was  rather  a  low 
calculation,)  that  would  make  sixty  millions  per 
year,  and  the  surplus,  consequently,  would  be 
forty  million  bushels;  but  did  it  appear  that  Great 
Britain  received  two  fifths  of  this  surplus  ?  On 
tlie  contrary,  the  ofBcial  returns  show  that,  for 
tlw  year  1843,  she  took  from  us  something  about 
five  million  bushels,  or  one  eighth  thejBurplus. 

Mr,  p.  proceeded  at  length  to  show  that  Great 
Britain  never  favored  exportation  of  produce  from 
this  or  any  other  eountiy,  except  wnen  suffering 
from  a  scarcity  at  home.  He  contended  against 
the  doctrine  that  the  only  way  to  increase  our 
exports  was  by  increasing  our  imports — a  doe- 
trine  which  did  not  stop  at  taking  in  exchange 
foreign  imports  to  the  amount  exported,  but  a  sur- 
plus which  ruined  the  home  market,  and  involved 
the  country  in  debt.  It  was  argued  that  the  ob- 
ject of  those  who  advocated  a  protective  policy 
was  to  do  awaywilb  importations;  but  such  was 
not  the  cose.  Their  true  and  undisguised  object 
was  to  regulate  the  (raile  in  imports  so  as  to  mak* 
it  available  to  the  interests  of  the  oounury.  The 
theory  of  the  gentlemen  opposed  was,  as  he  be- 
fore stated ,  to  increase  ilie sxportations  by  inereoa- 
ing  the  importations;  or,  in  other  words,  adding 
to  your  income  by  increasing  your  expenditure. 
A  lew  years  back,  the  country  was  in  debt,  her 
resources  dried  up,  and  her  industry  at  a  stand. 
Nuver  was  there  a  period  more  favorable  for  ex- 
portation than  that;  but  it  was  then  found  that 
alt  our  surplus  produce  could  not  pay  off  our  im- 
mense debt.  Experience  ^he  said)  proved  that 
ogricultural  produce  was  limited  to  a  point  be- 
yond which  it  couldnotgo.  He  referred  to  Mas- 
sachusetts alone  taking  more  of  domestic  prod- 
uce than  was  exported  to  Great  Britain  and  her 
dependencies;  and  he  believed  that  his  ownsmall 
State  of  Vermont,  agricultural  as  she-  was,  used 
more  of  the  wheat  and  flour  of  the  West  than 
was  sent  to  England.  The  same  argument  that 
applied  to  breaidstuffs  was  equally  applicable  to 
the  other  articles  named  as  illustrative  of  the  views 
of  tho  Senator  from  New  Hampshire.    - 

The  advocates  of  the  tariff  were  met  with  « 
violent  opposition  from  one  quarter  of  the  coun- 
try— a  quarter  which  he  admitted,  from  its  great 
exportoiion  of  cotton,  was  deeply  interested. 
There  Uie  planters  seemed  to  think  that  the  man- 
ufacturers could  not  be  true  to  their  own  interests, 
without  being  at  war  with  lh«  interesu  of  the 
cotton-growers;  and  they  assumed,  though  he 
knew  not  on  what  grounds,  tliatlhe  manufactur- 
ing interests  of  New  England  were  inconsistent 
with  their  (the  planters'.)  prosperity.  This  was 
a  great  fallacy;  and  one,  he  thought,  easy  of 
demonstalion,  Great  Britain  required  our  raw 
cotton  for  titree  purposes;  first,  to  manufacture  a 
fabric  to  be  relurnca  to  the  American  people;  sec- 
ond, for  her  own  consumption ;  and  third,  for  the 
supply  of  markets,  foreign  to  both  England  and 
America.  Suppose,  then,  $10,000,000  worth  of 
our  exports  is  manufactured  in  England  and  re- 
turned to  this  country:  would  not  a  demand  to 
the  same  extent  exist,  if  that  iIO,000,000  worth 
was  monufactured  at  home?  Let  mauufactorics 
be  erected,  and  eneoucRgcd  in  every  State  and  in 
every  county  in  the  Union,  so  as  to  be  within 
reach  of  the  agricultural  population,  and  he  would 
fearlessly  assert  that  the  demand  for  the  raw  ma- 
terial would  increase  fifty  percent.  The  persons 
thus  employed  would  become  consumers,  so  as 
to  leave  no  necessity  to  seek  a  foreign  market  lor 
our  surplus  produce;  and  the  benefits  would  be 
foltby  all.  If  the  cotton  manufactured  in  England 
for  the  use  of  this  country  gives  employment  to 
one  hundred  thousand  persons,  the  only  liifference 
in  transferring  the  labor  to  the  same  number  of 
our  own  fellow-citizens  would  be  in  the  benefit 
the  country  would  derive  by  the  increased  de- 
mand for  their  subsistence.  As  to  the  domestic 
cuusuuiption  of  Great  Ijritam  iu  the  article  of 


cotton,  thi^t  would  reioain  as  it  i^.  Cotton  |uu 
become  a  necessary  for  which  there  is  no  substi- 
tute; and  England  must  have  it.  And  then,  as 
tojhe  supply  of  foreign  markets.  Great  Britain 
must  continue  to  buy  from  us  the  raw  article,  if 
she  cannot  get  it  cheaper  elsewhere.  It  seemed 
to  him  a  paradojc,  which  he  would  li)(e  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  South  Carolina  to  explain, 
that  "  the  extension  of  our  cotton  manufactures 
had  a  direct  and  inevitable  tendency  todeslruyth« 
demand  for  the  raw  material." 

As  to  the  old  and  threadbare  argument  thattbs 
tariff  went  to  tax  the  many  for  the  benefit  of  the 
few,  he  thought  it  sufficiently  answered ;  but  as 
the  honorable  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  en- 
tered into  what  he  called  facts  to  illustrate  his 
argument,  he  would  see  how  far  those  facta  proved 
themselves.  He  then  entered  into  a  long  statis- 
tical Retail  to  show  that  the  calculations  of  Mr. 
WooDBOT  on  the  duties  of  iron,  leather,  and 
salt,  were  fallacious.  The  oost  of  cat-nails,  an 
article  of  iron  more  generally  used  by  all  classes 
than  any  other,  was,  in  his  own  Tillage,  bat 
thrse  and  a  half  cents  per  pound;  so  that,  if  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina  was  correct  in  stat- 
ing that  the  consumer  paid  the  duty  of  thres 
cents  per  pound,  then  the  coat  of  the  article  itself 
must  only  be  half  a  cent  per  pound .  Oa  leather, 
that  honorable  Senator  described  the  duty  falliog 
on  the  consumer  at  from  thirty  to  thirty-five  per 
cent.,  but  be  did  not  say  how  mneh  was  actut 
ally  paid ;  he  lefk  that  to  be  goeued  at.  Now,  ihs 
fact  was,  for  the  last  two  years,  (and  he  onuM 
not  say  how  long  before,)  there  was  not  a  single 
pound  of  the  heavy  leather  required  by  the  work- 
ing-man  imported  into  the  couotry.  How,  then, 
«ould  that  tax  be  imposed,  where  there  was  noth- 
ing to  impose  it  on  ?  Salt,  he  proceeded  at  length 
to  show,  did  not  impose  a  tax  on  each  individual 
of  more  than  two  cents  per  year;  and  he  coolcad- 
ed  tliat  raising  a  clamor  agoinat  the  duty  on  tkest 
articles  was  not  done  from  any  eeavietioD  that 
these  separate  taxes  bore  hard  on  the  psspb.bat 
from  an  interested  antipathy  to  the  whole  sys- 
tem. Neither  was  it  univeraaNy  the  case  that  dM 
consumer  paid  the  duty  or  tax,  as  argued  by  Um 
honorable  Senator  from  South  Carolina.  It  vould 
be  the  case,  provided  the  dearaad  axceeded  the 
supply;  but  when  that  did  not  happen,  it  was,ai 
the  circumstance  migitt  be,  either  ey  the  pnducei 
or  manufacturer.  He  then  aliitded  to  the  di&r- 
ent  positions  occupied  by  the  American  aad  Eu- 
ropean manufacturer.  Tnefomercsuld  aotcwa- 
pete  with  the  enormous  capital  of  the  latter,  whs 
could  cosily  oacrifice  from  fifty  to  five  hwadrtd 
thousand  dollars  by  sending  his  manuliBMarts 
here  to  aell,  not  at  a  prica  to  realise  profit,  hut 
at  a  loss;  his  object  being  to  undersell  and  rain 
those  who  would  dare  compete  with  him.  This 
object  attained,  the  market  was  in  his  own  pos- 
session, and  the  sum  lost  waa  speedily  doaoled 
by  his  increase  of  price.  The  working  of  tlis 
protective  system  proved  it  to  be  a  wise  and 
wholesome  measure.  There  was  now  sank  ia 
monufitctures  of  the  country  upwards  of  tbres 
I  hundred  million  doHara,  producing,  annually, 
tHWftOOjOOO.  He  alluded  to  Mr.  Woodust'* 
reference  to  Vermont,  and  said  if  that  geaileaiia 
would  consult  his  own  pelitieal  friends  in  that 
State  be  wouM  find  nine  tenths  of  them  favonbis 
to  the  protective  sysleffi. 

The  Senator  from  New  Harapahite  himself, 
when  he  looked  to  the  interests  of  his  own  Siste, 
and  Vermont,  advocated  their  proteetioe;  bat 
when  he  looked  to  the  South,  he  seemed  to  be 
altogether  in  favor  of  the  free-trade  doetiine.  If 
he  should  attempt  to  urge  the  latter  on  his  native 
hills,  or  on  the  plains  of  Vermont,  he  would  find 
he  could  make  no  converts.  Itis  in  vaintocofse 
up  to  the  expectations  of  each  particular  sectioa 
of  the  country.  In  one  place  it  will  be  found  thai 
the  protective  policy  baa  not  gone  far  enough;  in 
another,  that  it  ha*  gone  too  far.  It  is  not  f« 
little  circles  Congress  has  to  legislatt,  but  for  the 
whole  country. 

The  Senator  seemed  to  think,  that  while  the 
manufacturers  of  wool  were  protected  by  a  doty 
of  forty  per  cent.,  the  growers  of  wool  were  pro- 
tected by  a  duty  of  only  five  per  esnt.;  snd  bis 
sympathy  seemed  particularly  directed  in  this  re- 
spect to  the  farmers  of  Vermont— advocating  a 
protective  duty  on  their  staple. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  here  interposed,  to  say  ^t 
he  never  liad  rccomineuded  a  duty  even  for  the'' 
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pvotection,  beyond  the  necessary  duty  for  rcTe- 
nue. 

Mr.  PHGLPS  continued.  There  was  some 
difficulty  in  finding  out  what  the  revenue  standard 
was,  in  Icvyingduties.  It  can  only  be  known  by 
what  the  interests  of  the  country  demand.  With 
respect  to  wool,  the  duty  should  be  such  as  would 
protect  both  the  wool-grower  and  the  wool-man- 
ufacturer from  foreign  competition.  It  was  not 
true  that,  by  the  act  of  1842,  the  interests  of  the 
wool-growers  of  Vermont  had  been  sacrificed  to 
the  interests  of  the  manufacturers  of  wool  in  Mas- 
sachusetts, or  any  other  State.  The  measure  of 
protection  was  equally  dealt  out  to  both.  By 
adding  the  protection  afforded  by  the  ad  valortm 
duty  and  that  of  the  specific  duty,  it  would  be 
found  that  the  protection  to  both  tlie  grower  and 
the  manufiicturer  was  forty  per  cent. — the  raw 
material  being  considered  only  half  the  value  of 
the  fabric  made  from  it. 

It  was  in  vain  to  attempt  persuading  the  agri- 
culturists that  this  act  of  1843  was  that  monster 
of  injustice  towards  them  which  it  had  been  held 
up  to  be;  because  the  agriculturists  understood 
their  own  interests  better  than  to  believe  any  such 
thing.  They  would  see  that  if  the  protective 
policy  was  abandoned,  and  the  raw  materials  of 
this  country  were  sent  to  England  to  be  manufac- 
tured, they  would  then  have  to  come  into  compe- 
titioo  with  the  same  sort  of  products  from  every 
country  in  Europe  and  the  Levant.  Such  a  com- 
petition would  leave  the  agriculturists  of  this 
country  very  soon  without  a  market  at  alt. 

IV)  abandon  the  protective  policy,  would  be  to 
condemn  New  England,  which  had  contributed 
so  largely  to  the  national  prosperity,  to  become 
a  desert  waste,  and  to  force  its  inhabitants  to  em- 
igrate to  thef  far  West — like  the  aborigines,  for- 
•akin^  their  ancient  homes,  their  habits,  their 
peculiar  pursuits,  and  their  distinguishing  thrift, 
economy,  and  well-earned  competence.  And 
here  the  pretense,  if  not  prediction,  of  the  Sena- 
tor from  South  Carolina,  was  called  up  to  mem- 
ory, of  the  effects  which  the  abolition  of  the  tariff 
policy  would  have  on  New  England.  It  repre- 
■ented  in  the  future,  the  scene  which  woulu  be 
presented  to  the  eye  of  a  stranger  visiting  this 
country,  after  an  absence  of  ten  years,  and  find- 
ing such  prosperity  in  the  South  as  should  make 
him  exclaim,  "  What  angel  of  beneficence  had 
brought  down  the  blessings  he  witnessed?"  but, 
on  visiting  Mew  England,  he  would  exclaim, 
"  What  demon  of  wrath  had  inflicted  the  misery 
which  surrounded  him .'"  If  such,  then,  were  to 
be  the  consequences  of  abandoning  the  protective 
system,  that  mode  of  recommending  it  could  not 
sorely  be  expected  by  the  Senator  to  oe  calculated 
to  enust  his  (Mr.  P.'s)  cooperation.  It  was  cal- 
culated to  have  the  direct  opposite  effect — to  make 
him  and  every  true  friend  of  that  policy  adhere 
the  more  tenaeiousijr  to  its  salutary  principles. 
If  the  Senator  persists  in  his  idea  that,  if  this 
policy  is  not  abandoned,  a  dissolution  of  the 
Union  will  be  inevitable,  he  was  ready  to  say, 
that  sooner  than  see  his  prediction  fulfilled  with 
regard  to  the  condition  which  New  England 
would  be  reduced  to  by  the  abandonment  of  the 
protective  policy,  let  the  dissolution  of  the  Union 
come.-  But  he  bad  no  fears  of  either  tlie  one  or 
the  other.  The  preteclive  system  never  could  be 
abandoned  by  this  country:  and  the  dissolution 
of  the  Union  was,  in  his  opinion,  a  moral  impos- 
sibility. 

As  to  the  idea  of  the  Senator  from  New  Hamp- 
shire, that  the  people  of  this  country  paid  three 
million*  •  year  for  the  protection  of  the  sugar  in- 
terest of  the  South ;  or,  to  take  the  Senator's  prop- 
osition in  its  fullest  extent,  that  by  the  protective 
system  in  its  general  operation,  sixteen  millions 
a  year  were  taken  from  tlie  pockeM  of  the  agri- 
caltnriats  tobe  put  into  the  pockets  of  those  classes 
protected,  he  wouhl  say,  well,  what  if  it  is  so  i 
The  people  of  this  country  have  to  pay  this  six- 
leenmiUlOMSomewbers.  They  must  pay  it  either 
here  or  abroad.  If  abroad,  it  is  for  foreign  labor; 
and  in  support  of  the  Gipvernments  of  foreign  coun- 
tries. Ir  here,  it  is  for  home  labor,  and  in  sup- 
portof  tbeirown  Oovemment.  This  sixteen  mil- 
lions is  necessary  to  sustain  the  Qovernment.  How 
would  it  benefit  the  people  of  this  country  to  have 
free  trade,  and  first  pay  their  sixteen  millions  to 
foreign  conn  tries  for  their  labor,  and  in  support 
of  their  Governments,  and  then  to  have  to  pay 
*ixic«o  millions  more  in  the  shape  ot' direct  taxes 


for  the  support  of  their  own  Government  ?  For, 
if  there  is  free  trade,  direct  taxes  must  be  resorted 
to  for  the  support  of  the  Government.  If  true  that 
the  people  pay  three  cents  a  pound  more  for  their 
sugar  than  they  could  get  it  for  in  exchange  from 
foreign  countries,  the  question  arises,  whether  it 
is  more  onerous  to  pay  that  three  cents  for  the 
protection  which  eives  ability  to  supply  revenue 
for  the  support  of  Government,  than  to  pay  it  in 
some  other  shape,  such  as  direct  taxation) 

Another  idea  of  the  Senator  was,  that  forty  per 
cent,  duty  on  importa  was  the  same  as  forty  per 
cent,  duty  on  the  export  staples  given  in  exchange 
for  imports.  He  says,  let  the  produce  of  this  coun- 
try find  n  market  in  Great  Britain,  where  we  can 
get  either  exchangeable  commodities  or  money 
for  them.  But  did  not  the  Senator  leave  out  of 
view  the  fact  that,  althoueh  this  country  might 
agree  to  do  all  this.  Great  Britain  would  notaban- 
don  her  protective  policy.  She  would  levy  her 
duty  of  from  fifty  to  sixty  per  cent,  on  our  ex- 
ports; and  would  it  not,  in  the  end,  be  better  if 
our  producers  had  consented  to  pay  only  thirty 
or  forty  per  cent,  for  protection  to  their  own  do- 
mestic labor? 

Much  had  been  said  about  making  laws  for  the 
rich  at  the  expense  of  the  poor.  Congress  knew 
no  such  distinctions  in  legislation.  There  were 
none  of  these  great  distinctions  of  the  rich  and 
the  poor  in  this  country.  While  wealth  was 
moderatelv  diffused  on  the  one  hand,  there  was 
no  such  thing  as  indigence  or  destitution  to  be 
found  on  the  other.  He  denied  that  there  ever 
was  extreme  or  long  continued  destitution  in  this 
country.  The  language  of  "  laws  for  the  rich — 
not  for  the  poor, "  never  could  apply  to  this  coun- 
try. And  nothing  could  evince  more  the  wisdom 
or  this  very  policy  of  protection  than  the  exist- 
ence of  the  fact  that  it  had  spread  such  univursal 
prosperity  over  the  country,  and  tended  so  to  dif- 
fuse the  fruits  of  industry  that,  while  there  were 
no  overgrown  fortunes  to  be  met  with,  in  a  gen- 
eral sense,  there  was  no  poverty;  for  labor  was 
insured  its  reward,  and  competence  was  within 
the  reach  of  all. 

There  is  not  a  people  on  the  face  of  the  eartH 
whose  condition  indicates  a  greater  prosperity 
than  that  of  the  people  of  New  England.  They 
have  preserved  their  early  habits  of  thrift,  indus- 
try, economy,  sobriety  of  conduct,  and  love  of 
comfort  and  competence.  Was  it  to  be  expected 
that  they  ever  could  consent  to  jeopard  this  nappy 
condition,  for  the  sake  of  trying  a  mere  experi- 
ment of  some  theory  of  free-trnde,  which  hud  re- 
cently got  hold  of  tne  minds  of  some  gentlemen 
in  the  South,  the  result  of  which  might  well  be 
doubted,  even  as  regards  the  interests  of  the 
South  itself?  The  protective  policy  was  a  policy 
adopted  by  every  civilized  country.  There  was 
no  such  thing  in  the  world  as  a  free-trade  system. 
It  is  a  theory  existing  merely  in  books,  and  drawn 
from  them  by  theorists.  If  this  country  did  not 
ftgulate  its  own  policy  and  trade,  other  countries 
would  regulate  theirs  so  as  to  profit  at  our  ex- 
pense. To  us  belonged  the  duty  of  protecting 
our  own  interests,  leaving  it  to  foreign  nations  to 
do  as  they  thought  fit  in  telation  to  their  own. 

We  had  tried  an  approximation  to  free  trade  in 
the  compromise  act  of  1^.  What  was  tlie  re- 
sult of  the  reduction  of  duties  towards  even  twenty 
percent.?  Disasters  which  were  falsely  attributed 
to  a  deranged  currency,  which  was  tne  effect  of 
the  abandonment  of  the  protective  policy. 

Mr.  P.  entered  upon  a  review  of  the  condition 
of  the  country  in  1836  and  1837;  the  overtrading 
in  cotton;  the  loss  suffered  by  the  speculations  of 
the  United  States  Bank  in  cotton,  Stc. ;  and  in  con- 
clusion, said  that  he  regretted  that  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  had  thought  it  necessary  t» 
declare  that  if  Congress  did  not  abandon  this  pro- 
tective system,  he  should  give  up  all  hope  of 
averting  evils  which  he  could  not  anticipate  with- 
out indescribable  feelings;  and  that  he  should, 
therefore,  shake  the  dust  from  his  feet,  and  leave 
these  Halls  forever. 

He  hoped  the  Senator  would  reconsider  that 
resolution;  for  he  bad  too  much  faith  in  the  Sen- 
ator's devotion  to  the  country  and  the  Union,  to 
believe  that  he  would  withhold  his  advice  and 
experience  from  the  national  councils,  simply  on 
the  ground  that  his  peculiar  views  could  not  be 
earned  out.  He  trusted  to-  seeing  the  Senator 
long  unite  with  him  and  every  other  patriot  in 
the  body  to  which  he  belonged,  in  promoting  the 


best  interests  of  the  country.  He  trusted  they 
would  not  shake  the  dust  from  their  feet  to  aban- 
don the  Hnlls  of  Congress  till  they  shook  them 
in  "shuffling  off  this  mortal  coil,'  which  is  tha 
condition  of  hurhanity  itself.  When  that  event ' 
should  come,  he  hoped  they  would  both  leave- 
their  dying  injunctions  to  their  children  to  stand 
by  the  Constitution  as  they  had  done,  and  that 
their  last  prayers  would  be  that  this  glorious 
Union  may  endure  forever. 

Mr-  EVANS  moved  that  the  subject  be  laid  on 
the  table,  to  be  taken  up  whenever  any  other  gen* 
tleman  was  ready  to  continue  the  debate, 

Mr.  McDUPFlE  observed  that,  if  no  othcf 
Senator  fell  disposed  to  continue  the  debate  this 
week,  he  woulii  wish  the  subject  to  be  postponed 
till  Monday  next,  as  the  Senator  from  Missouri 
[Mr.  Benton]  was  desirous  toexpress  his  views 
upon  it. 

Mr.  EVANS  remarked  that  he  would  call  it 
up  at  the  request  of  any  gentleman  wishing  to 
continue  the  debate,  whenever  it  was  desireo. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  the  subject  was 
accordingly  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 

MoNDAT.  Ftbrwry  19,  1844. 

The  Journal  of  Saturday  was  read  and  approved. 

PETITION  DAY. 
The  SPEAKER  announced  the  business  first 
in  order  to  be  the  call  of  the  States  for  petitions. 
Petitions  were  presented  by — 
Messrs.    ADAMS,    WINTHROP,   GRIN- 
NELL,  PARMENTER,and  KING,  of  Massa- 
chusetts; some  of  which  falling  within  the  SSth 
rule,  were  not  received. 
Mr.  ADAMS  presented  the  following: 

To  tke  Hauu  of  RefrnttUaiitn  of  Ike  tTnttti  Stalmi 

VViifUie  niHi«r.iffiied,  bviiig  of  western  Penluylvnniaand 
Ohio,  and  bavins,  ^^itl*  deep  anxiety  and  painAiJ  cmotioni, 
observed  Uie  di«tractinn  and  alienation  wtiidi  i«  ro  alBrm- 
ifncly  prevalpnc  tlironglioat  Uie  fresiffr  part  nf  our  beloved 
euuiiirjr— e>-peeiHlly  snionf  the  Kcprawnistives  ef  the  peo- 
ple, wlin  are  to  eirecdingly  ImjIieB  in  Jud|sir*t  that  tho 
aOnira  at  the  nation  cannot  b«  conducted  so  aa  to  anstsin 
iudigniiyanil  promoie  im  beat  iniereau;  and  beins  fully 
convinced  Ihat  the  neglect  to  recognise  the  law  of  God  as 
ihe  boniaorall  liiiiiian  leginlaiion,  la  ibe'ftMiul  MiaKe  af 
llieae  erila— the  legiiimaie,  yet  biiwr  fVuila,  growing  otH  of 
iliin  radical  defect  in  the  inatranieni  which  Ilea  at  the  foun- 
dauon  or  tlif<  Republic,  and  la  renrded  *a  "  the  aupreuie 
law  of  the  land  ;"  and  that  God,  in  lli«  providence,  ia 
CHUfing  **  linieti  *'  to  poaa  over  us,  to  let  thia  nation  know 
■■  that  Uio  Moat  High  mieih  in  the  kingdouia  of  wen,"  (Uaa. 
vi.  35.  98.)  and  "  Ifcat  all  people,  uatioiu,  and  hinguagas 
aboiild  nerve  hiiu,"  (Dan.  vli-  14.) 

We  ilierefore  pray  you,  as  tiieir  Sepreaentativea,  M  rae- 
ommcnd  to  the  people  of  tliese  United  8Mtes  an  alMatlan 
of  Ihe  ConiUtution,  enbraeinf  tiM  following  aaaendnema : 

1.  Aclearaiidcipliciiackiiowledgiiientoflbe  Soveceigo 
of  Ihe  Universe  aa  the  God  of  thlH  natiOH. 

9.  Ah  entile  and  avowed  anbniwiaii  to  lbs  Lord  Jaans 
Chriat,  Hia  anointed,  (Paalin  ii.  7,)  who  la  Prince  of  the 
kinga  of  the  earth,  (Bev-  i-  S,)  ihe  head  of  all  prjneipalUiea 
and  powers,  (Col.  Ir-  10,)  aa  the  ruler  of  hia  nation. 

3.  An  unreierved  recepUnn  of  Hia  revealed  will,  eon- 
tsined  in  the  Scripurea  of  Ihe  Old  and  New  Teaunienta, 
aa  iliu  Inw  paramoiint,  by  which  all  Uw  aflkira  af  ihia  Re- 
public >hal[  be  regulated  ;  all  crwAicling  Stale  lawa  being 
regarded  aa  perfectly  null  and  void-  (Paolm  ii.  10, 19.) 
"Be  wiae  now,  ihrrelbre,  O  ye  kinga.''  Aim,  (Paalm 
Xll.  7,  II,)  "The  law  of  the  lord  ia  perfect,"  fcc- 

We  al»o  mnni  eamenly  and  aolemnly  entreal-you,  aa  yon 
regard  your  own  and  the  beat  intemu  of  Uw  nation,  that 
you  reacind  at  once,  and  forever,  all  enaclmcnta  whereby  a 
violaUon  ofGod'a  law  ia  aulhoiised ;  whether  by  running ih* 
atail-atage  on  Hia  Sabbath,  or  otherwiae ;  for  "  lighteooa- 
neaa  eialteth  a  nation,  butain  ia  a  reproach  to  any  people." 
(  Prov-  xiv.  34.)  See  aUo  Pi'Slm  iciv.  SO,  where  the  Divine 
pteaaure  la  exnrencd  ;  and  Paalm  ix.  17,  where  nation* 
that  rnnret  God  are  devoted  to  de«iruetion.  Alvo  Jer.  v-  9, 
where  God  haa  denounced  hia  dread  vengeance  upon  all 
the  nanona  that  do  not  aerve  and  obey  liim ;  and  in  Hev. 
xix.  ll,21,tlie  aenieneala  repreaented  aa  being  executed, 
the  b.ittle  deciaive,  the  overthrow  entire  and  complete. 

WIUi  thase,  and  many  oOier  pwtioaa  of  imfaUihle  uwih 
before  ua  ;  and  alao  a  knowledge  of  the  many  and  grievous 
eina  with  which  thia  nation  ia  chargeable  In  the  tigkl  of 
God— it  ia  our  deliberate  Judgment  that  nothing  but  natioiul 
repentance,  and  BM«raiigk  reformation  InbothC^mMliiMoit 
and  adminliiratloa,  will  aave  Ihia  Bepublic  from  tlirealsiMd 
and  Impending  ruin. 

By  the  alienation,  diatractinn,  pecuniary  embatraaamenta, 
and  oUier  abounding  calomitiea,  God,  in  Hia  provideaee,  is 
•aying.  In  the  language  of  the  prophet  Isalab, "  Come  now, 
and  let  oa  leaaon  together.  Ir  ye  b«  willing  sad  obedieal, 
ye  aboil  eat  the  good  of  the  land  ;  but  If  ye  reltoae  and  re- 
bel, ye  ihall  be  devoured  with  the  award  i  far  the  moulh  of 
Ihe' Lord  bath  apoken  it."    (Chap- 1.  18, 80-) 

After  it  was  read,  ' 

Mr.  BELSER  moved  that  it  be  not  received. 
Upon  this  motion, Mr.ADAMSdemaaded  the 
yeas  and  nays. 
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Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  said  he  hoped  the  gentle- 
.  mnn  from  Alabama  would  withdraw  his  motion, 
and  allow  the  petition  to  be  received  and  rercrred 
to  the  select  committee  to  which  were  referred 
the  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Massachu- 
■etU. 

Mr.  BLACK,  of  Georgia,  observed  that,  if  the 
gentleman  from  Alabama  withdrew  bis  motion, 
he  would  renew  it.  That  select  committee,  he 
thought,  had  ennueh  to  do  already, 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  then  moved  to  lay  the 
question  of  reception  on  the  table. 

Upon  this  motion,  Mr.  ADAMS  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

On  second  ing  the  demand  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
there  were  22  votes  in  the  affirmative,  and  109  in 
the  negative. 

The  demand  for  the  yeas  and  nays  not  being 
■econded, 

Mr.  ADAMS  called  for  tellers^ 

Upon  seconding  this  demand,  fourteen  voted 
in  the  affirmative;  which  not  l>eing  a  sufficient 
number,  tellers  were  not  ordered. 

The  question  being  put,  was  carried  in  the 
affirmative;  and  the  question  of  reception  was 
accordingly  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  BURKE  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
Democratic  members  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
Rhode  Island,  which  entered  at  great  length  into 
the  affairs  of  the  people  of  that  Slate  in  their 
struggle  to  obtain  a  new  constitution,  and  also 
complained  of  the  interference  of  the  Executive 
of  the  United  States.  It  embraced  a  great  variety 
of  other  topics,  and  questioned,  amongst  other 
things,  the  legality  of  the  election  of  the  gentle- 
men representing  Rhode  Island  in  this  House. 

Mr.  CRANSTON  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
document,  and  the  names  appended  thereto,  and 
tbey  were  read  accordingly. 

Mr.  BURKE  moved  that  this  memorial  be  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee  of  five  members;  and 
on  that  he  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  POTTER  said  the  memorial  was  full  of 
misrepresentations,  and  he  hoped  an  opportunity 
would  be  afforded  him  to  say  something  upon  it. 

The  SPEAKER  said  debate  was  not  in  order, 
the  previous  question  having  been  moved. 

Mr.  CRANSTON  and  Mr.  POTTER  both  en- 
treated the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  to 
withdraw  his  motion, 

Mr.  BURKE  said,  believing  this  not  to  be  the 
proper  time  for  debate,  he  could  not  consent  to 
withdraw  his  motion, 

Mr.  WINTHROP  suggested  that,  as  the  me- 
morial questioned  the  right  of  the  gentlemen  from 
Rhode  Island  to  their  seats,  it  would  involve  a 
question  of  privilege,  on  which  th«  gentlemen 
■Dould  be  heard. 

Some  other  observations  were  made  by  various 
gentlemen. 

The  SPEAKER  then  put  the  question  on  sec- 
onding the  demand  for  the  previous  question. 

Tellers  were  called  for;  and  Messrs. Wintiirop 
and  Haralson  were  appointed ;  and  they  reported 
76  in  the  affirmative,  and  62  in  the  negative. 

So  there  was  a  second. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  question, 
*'  Shall  the  main  question  now  be  put.'*'^ 

Mr.  CRANSTON  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
thereon;  and  they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  BARNARD  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
memorial. 

Mr.  WELLER  inquired  if  it  must  be  read  aa 
ofUn  as  its  reading  was  called  for?  It  had  been 
read  once  in  the  hearing  of  the  House,  and  as  it 
was  very  long,  he  objected  to  its  being  read  again. 

Mr.  BARNARD  said  it  was  the  usual  practice 
of  the  House  to  read  papers  on  which  gentlemen 
were  called  to  vote,  if  desired. 

Objections  were  still  made,and  some  conversa- 
tion ensued  thereon. 

Mr.  BURKE  said  he  would  modify  his  resolu- 
tion so  as  to  refer  that  portion  of  the  memorial  as 
related  to  the  right  of  the  members  from  Rhode 
Island  to  their  seats  to  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions. 

Mr.  POTTER  inquiced  if  the  gentleman  coald 
modify  his  motion,  now  that  the  previous  ques- 
tion had  been  moved  ? 

The  SPEAKER  was  understood  to  say  that 
the  modification  was  in  order. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS'moved  to  lay  the  memorial 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  WELLER  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 


and  they  were  ordered;  nnd  being  taken,  resulted 
— yeas  35,  nays  144;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Abbott,  Diiker,  Barringer,  Barnard, 
6cardi«ley,  Btil^cr,  James  Black,  Miltun  Brnwii,  ButHngmn, 
Burt,  CarruU,  Chilton.  Cliiigmaii.Collamcr,  Dellel.  Dickey, 
Willis  Green,  Griiinell,  [Inrdiii.  Jnsepli  R.  Ingersoll,  Jenks, 
Daniel  P.  Ktnn,  Edward  J.  Morris,  Netvtun,  Patler«nn, 
Rouisey,  Ilobinson,  Sample,  Saunders,  Albert  Sniilli,  An- 
drew Stewart,  Sumtners,  and  Tltnniasson — 33. 

NAYS— Messre.  Adams,  Atkinson,  Beninn,  Bidlnck, 
Edward  J-Black,Ulackwell,  Dossier,  Bower,  Bowlln,  Boyd, 
Jacob  BrlnkerliofT,  Urodhsad,  Alron  V.  Drown,  William  J. 
Drown,  Burke,  Caldwell,  C.lry,  Catlln,  Cliappell,  Clincli, 
Clinton,  Cobb,  CrniHton,  Cullom,  D.'ina,  Daniel,  Uiclinrd 
D,  navis.  Jolin  W.  Davis,  Dawson,  Dean,  Debcrry,  Dick- 
inson, Dillin^lmni,  Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Dnnlap,  Ellis,  Far- 
lee,  tickltn,  Fi^Uf  Florence,  Fool,  Frencb,  Giddin^s,  By- 
ram  Green,  Grjder,  llnle,  Hamlin,  Harper,  Henley,  Ucrrick, 
Hoge,  Hopkins,  Hoihioo,  llnbard,  Ilubbell,  Hndxon, 
Hughes,  Hungerfnrd,  Washington  Hunt,  James  B.  Hunt, 
Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  Irvin,  Cave  Johnson,  Pcrley  B.  John 
son,  Andrew  Johnson, George  W.  Jones,  Andrew  Kennedy, 
Preston  King,  Kirkpatrick,  Lnbmncbe,  LcwU,  Luc.is, 
Lumpkin,  Lyon,  McCauslen,  MrClellnnd,  McClernnnd, 
McConncll.  McDowell,  McKay,  Marsh,  Mathews,  Moore, 
Moseley,  Murphy,  Nnrris,  O.ven,  Pnrraenter,  Payno,Petlit, 
Peyton,  Eli-lia  K.  Potter,  Emery  D.  Potter,  Pratt,  Purdy, 
Ralhbun,  Rayner,  Almnn  H.  Bead,  Charles  M.  Rccd,  David 
S.  Reid,  Reding,  KrlPe,  Rockwell,  Rogers,  Russell,  St.  John, 
Schenck,  Scnter,  Sevemncn,  Thomas  H.  Seymour,  David 
L.  Seymour,  Simons,  Slidell.  Joliii  T.  Smith,  Tlinaia« 
Smith,  Caleb  D.  Smilll,  Robert  Sinilh,  Steenrod,  Stephens, 
Stetson,  John  Stewart,  Stiles,  Stone,  Strong,  I'aylor, 
Thompson,  TlbbalU',Tildoii.  Tucker,  Tyler,  Vance,  Van- 
meter,  Vinton,  Weller.  Wenlworth,  Whealon,  White, 
Williams,  Wintl<mp,  Woodward,  VVBIiom  Wrigbt,Joseph 
A.  Wright,  and  Yost— 144. 

Mr.  BURKE  said  that  he  should  not  insist 
upon  the  modification,  but  would  allow  the  whole 
to  go  to  the  select  committee. 

The  question  was  then  propounded  by  the 
Speaker,  "  Shall  the  main  question  be  now  put?" 

Mr.  HOLMES  inquired  what  the  main  ques- 
tion was. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  main  question  would 
be  upon  agreeing  to  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  Hampshire,  that  the  memorial  offered 
by  him  be  referred  to  a  select  committee  of  five. 

Mr.  ADAMS  suggeated  that  the  committee  be 
enlarged. 

The  SPEAKER  remarked  that  the  proposition 
could  not  now  be  modified,  us  the  previous  ques- 
tion had  been  ordered. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  reminded  the  Speaker  that 
this  decision  was  not  in  conformity  with  former 
decisions,  though  he  would  not  say  that  it  was 
incorrect, 

Mr.  HALE  inquired  whether  the  gentleman 
was  in  order? 

The  SPEAKER' remarked  that  no  question 
could  be  nowentertaiiied  except  that  upon  which 
the  previous  question  had  been  ordered. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  taken,  and  re- 
sulted— yeas  113,  nays  69;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Measrs.  Atkinson,  Benton,  BIdlack,  James  A. 
Black,  Uluckwell,  Bossier,  Bower,  Bnwlin,  Bnyd,  Jacob 

Drinkerliotr,  Brodhead,  William  J.  Brown,  Durke,  Burt, 
Caldwell,  Cary,  Catlin,  Reuben  Chapman,  Cobb,  Cross, 
Cullom,  Dana,  Jotin  W.  Davis,  Dean,  Dillingham,  Drom 
goole,  Duncan,  Farle«,  Ficklin.  Foster,  French,  Bymm 
Green,  Hamlin,  Hays,  Ueiiley,  Herrick,  Uoge,  Hopkinsi 
Houston,  Hultard,  Ilubbell,  Hughes,  Uungcrford,  James  D. 
Hunt,  Cave  Johnson,  Aiidrrw  Johnson,  George  VV.  Jones, 
Andrew  Kennedy, Preston  King,  Labranche,  Lewis,  Lucas, 
McCauslen,  Maclay,  McCletlaiid,  McClemnnd,McConneII, 
McDowell,  McKay,  Mathews,  Moore,  Murphy,  Norris, 
Owen,  Pnrinenler,  Payne,  Emery  D.  Potter,  Ppilt,  Purdy, 
Bathbun,  Almon  H.  Read,  David  S.  Kcid,  Reding,  Relli', 
RiUer,  Robinson,  Russell,  St.  John,  Saunders.  Thomas  H. 
Seymour,  David  L.  Seymour,  Simons,  Slidell,  John  T. 
Sraitll,  Tlinnias  Siuith,  Robert  SmitJi,  Steenrod,  Stetson, 
John  Stewart,  Stiles.  Stone,  Strong,  Taylor,  Thnmnion, 
Tibbnita,Tnckcr,  Weller,  Wentwonli,  VVhenton, Williams, 
Woodward,  Joseph  A.  Wright,  and  Yost— 113. 

NAYS— M(!ssrs.  Abbot,  Adanis,  Baker,  Barringer,  Bar- 
nard, Beardsley,  Delser,  Milton  Blown,  Budington,  Car- 
mil,  Chappell,  Ciiilton,  Clinch,  Clingman,  Coles,  Collamer, 
Cranston,  Richard  D.  Dnvis,  Dawson.  Debcrry,  Delict, 
Dickey,  Dickinson,  Fish,  Florence,  Gidaings,Willis  Green, 
'Grlnnell,  Gnder,  Hardin,  Harper,  Holmes,  Hudson,  Wash- 
ington Hunt,  Joseph  U.  Ingenioli,  Irvin,  Jenks,  Parley  B. 
Jnlinson,  Daniel  P.  King,Marsh,  EdwnrdJ.  Morris,Mor8e, 
Moseley,  iVewton,  Patterson,  Peyton,  Elisha  R.  Potter, Ram- 
sey, Bayner,  Cbaries  M.  Reed,  Rockwell,  Rogen,  Sample, 
Senter,  Severance,Albert  Smith,  Caleb  B.  SmiUi,  Stephens, 
Andrew  Stewart,  Summers,  Thomoason,  Tilden,  Tyler, 
Vance,  Vanmeter,  Viotoa,  VVIiite,  Winttarop,  and  VViiliam 
Wrifht-«9. 

Mr.  DUNLAP,  not  being  within  the  bar  at  the 
moment  when  the  question  was  put,  desired  per- 
mission to  vote;  which  being  refused,  Mr,  D. 
stated  that  he  should  have  voted  "  yea," 

The  memorial  was  then  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee of  five,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Petitions  were  presented  by — 

Mr.  BURKE,  of  New  Hampshire. 

Messrs.  SEVERANCE,  (one  of  which  prayed 


that  no  new  Slate  be  admitted  into  the  Union 
whose  constitution  tolerated  slavery,  and,  on  mic- 
tion of  Mr.  Belser,  it  was  not  received,)  HAM- 
LIN, and  MORSE,  of  Maine. 

Mr.  CRAN.STON,  of  Rhodo  Wand. 

Messrs,  SEYMOUR  and  SIMONS,  of  Con- 
necticut. 

Messrs.  DILLINGHAM  and  FOOT,  of  Ver- 
mont. 

Messrs.  SEYMOUR,  BEARDSLEY,  HUN- 
GERFORD,  MOSELEY.TYLER,  FISH,  (one 
of  which  was  near  three  hundred  feel  lone,  and 
signed  by  about  ten  thousand  citizens  of  New 
York,  complaining  of  the  introduction  of  foreign 
paupers,  and  asking  nn  alteration  in  the  natural- 
izaiion  laws.)  BARNARD,  CARROLL,  PAT- 
TERSON,  CARY,  HUNT,  and  RATHBUN, 
of  New  York. 

Messrs.  DICKEY,  C.  M.  REED,  FOSTER, 
BRODHEAD,  BIDLACK,  HAYS,  and  C.  J, 
INGERSOLL,  of  Pennsylvania. 

Messsrs.  HOPKINS,  CHILTON,  SAMP- 
SON, TAYLOR,  STEENROD,  and  ATKIN- 
SON, of  Virginia. 

Messrs.  CLINGMAN,  DEBERRY,  RAY- 
NER,  snd  McICAY,  of  North  Carolina. 

Messrs.  WOODWARD  and  BURT,  of  South 
Carnliiia. 

Messrs.  BLACK  and  STEPHENS,  of  Geor- 
gia. 

Messrs.  CALDWELL.STONE,TIBBATTS, 
and  THOMASSON,  of  Kentucky. 

Messrs.  DICKINSON  and  SENTER,  of  Teo- 
nes.iee. 

Messrs.  VANCE,  HARPER,  DUNCAN, 
DEAN.  MOORE,  SCHENCK,  McDOWELL, 
WELLER,  POTTER,  VINTON,  VANME- 
TER, and  GIDDINGS,  of  Ohio. 

Messrs.  JAMESON,  HUGHES,  and  BOW- 
LIN,  of  Missouri. 

Mr.  CROSS,  of  Arkansas. 

Messrs.  HUNT,  LYON,  and  McCLEL- 
LAND,  of  Michigan. 

Messrs.  SMITH,  HOGE,  WENTWORTII, 
FICKLIN,  McCLERNAND,  and  HARDIN, 
of  Illinois. 

Messrs.  LEWIS,  CHAPMAN, and  PAYNE, 
of  Alabama. 

Mr.  BOSSIER,  of  Louisiana. 

Messrs.  WRIGHT,  T.  SMITH,  S.AMPLE, 
O  W  EN,  HENLEY,  KEN  NEDY,and  BROWN, 
of  Indiana. 

Messrs.  RAMSEY,  ADAMS,  and  STEW- 
ART, obtained  permission  to  prysent  petitions. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Mr,  WRIGHT,  of  Indiana,  asked  and  obutined 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  confirm  certain  lands 
to  the  Slate  of  Indiana.  The  bill  confirms  to  the 
State  of  Indiana  the  lands  selected  by  her  last 
summer,  amounting  to  about  fifty  thousand  acres, 
and  authorizes  the  further  selection  of  land  to  the 
amount  of  about  forty  thousand  acres— in  all  one 
hundred  and  twelve  thousand  acres;  being  the 
amount  of  land  that  the  State  is  entitled  to  for  the 
prosecution  of  the  Wabash  and  Erie  conal, grow- 
ing out  of  the  length  of  said  canal— the  same  being 
measured  by.  the  actual  number  of  miles  that  said 
canal  has  to  be  worked,  and  not  by  the  distance 
that  it  is  from  point  to  point. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  asked  leave  to  intivducea 
bill,  of  which  he  had  previously  given  notice,con- 
cerning  the  conveyance  or  devise  of  places  of 
public  worship  in  the  District  of  Columbia;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

REPORT  PROM  A  COMMtTTIB, 
Mr.  HAMLIN  obtained  permission  to  make  a 
report  from  the  Committee  of  Elections  on  the 
subject  of  electing  electors  of  President  and  Vice 
President,  accompanied  by  a  bill, 

ADJOURNMENT  OVER. 
Mr.  HOLMES  moved  that  when  the  House 
adjourns,  it  adjourn  until  Wednesday  next;  which 
was  carried. 

OREGON  TBlAtlTORT. 
Mr.  OWEN  presented  the  following  joint  ««>- 
lotion  of  the  Legislature  of  Indiana: 
A  Joint  resolution  on  the  subject  of  the  Or«|on  TerritoiT- 
Wheieas  the  district  of  country,  known  ss  the  Terriwy 
of  Oregon,  rtghtfully  belongs  to  our  national  Go^™"""' 
and  wbereu  llie  insatiate  avarice  and  grasping  >P""  ™  "J; 
Brilisli  Guvemiac-iil  aeeuu  already  directed  to  «•  '"i'V- 
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lion  and  conversion ;  and  whereas  ihc  gllghtest  infVinge- 
inent  of  naiional  right  is  a  prelude  to  more  high-handed 
and  auaaciouA  aggression*  :  Therefore, 

Ut  a  rexlved,  That  our  Senators  in  Congress  be  In- 
structed, and  our  Representatives  be  vequested,  to  use  tbeir 
proper  in^trumentoluy  to  provide  for  the  iramedtale  occu- 
pation, organiznlioD,  and  adequate  defense  of  the  Oregon 
Ttmiory,  peaceably  if  we  can.  forcibly  if  we  must. 

Raelped,  That  tlie  Governor  forward  to  each  ol  our  Sen- 
ator! and  Repreaeniaiivea  a  copy  of  tliU  pfeaiuMe  and 
leMlaiian  iannediately  on  its  passage. 

A.  L.  KOBINSON, 
Speaktr  of  Ue  Houtt  of  RtfmtiMSxtt. 
JES8B  D.  BRIGHT, 

PrtAiml  of  Ike  Smote. 
Appcond,  Jatnuiry  13, 1844. 

JAMES  WHITCOHB. 

CANAL  AT  THE  PALLS  OP  THE  OHIO. 

Mr.  HENLEY  laid,  in  presenling  the  resola- 
tion  of  the  Legislature  of  Indiana,  which  I  now 
do,  instructing  my  colleagues  and  myself  to  vote 
for  and  urge  an  appropriation  in  public  lands  to 
construct  a  canal  around  the  falls  of  the  Ohio 
'  river,  at  Jeflersonville;  I  take  this  occasion,  as 
'not  inappropriate,  though  rather  out  of  order,  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  House  and  of  the  coun- 
try, to  some  facta  important  to  be  known  in 
Connection  with  this  question.  There  is  now  a 
canal  at  the  falls  of  the  Ohio,  on  the  Kentucky 
aide  of  the  river,  and  the  owners  of  the  canal, 
being  a  private  company,  have  already  asked  the 
GoTernment  to  purchase  their  stock  in  the  same, 
and  make  its  navigation  free.  This  is  a  prop- 
osition for  a  canal  on  the  Indiana  side  of  the 
river. 

Now,  sir,  the  facu  I  wish  to  state,  for  which 
I  ask  the  consideration  of  the  House,  are:  First, 
the  Louisville  and  Portland  canal  will  cost  the 
Oovemment  more,  by  several  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  than  to  construct  a  new  canal  on  the  Indi- 
ana side  of  the  river.  Second :  thatcanal  is  too  small ; 
and,  if  purchased  by  the  Government,  would  re- 
quire a  largf  expenditure  of  money  to  enlarge  it 
to  a  sufficient  size  to  answer  the  purposes  of  the 
commerce  of  that  river,  its  size  being  insufficient 
to  admit  the  large  class  of  steamboats.  Third: 
the  eddy  formed  at  the  lower  end  of  the  canal  by 
Com  Island  causes  constant  deposit  of  sediment 
between  the  mouth  of  the  canal  and  the  channel 
of  the  river,  which  is  now  quite  an  obstruction  to 
the  navigation  of  the  canal,  and  will  shortly,  with- 
out great  expense,  render  italmnst  entirely  useless 
in  low  water,  which  is  the  only  time  it  is  much 
needed.  Fourth:  the  harbor  of  the  city  of  Lou- 
isville (which  surrounds  the  upper  entrance  of  the 
canal)  IS  a  basin;  and  was,  many  years  ago,  called 
Pattori's  pond.  It  is  bettveen  and  ubnvc  the  head 
of  Corn  Island  and  the  shore,  and  is  fast  filling  up. 
Twenty  years  ago,  at  low  water,  this  pond  was 
twenty  feet  deep;  now  it  is  but  ten  feet  deep — the 
vater  there,  on  account  of  the  obstructions  of 
Corn  Island,  and  the  rocks  adjacent  to  it,  being 
some  inches  higher,  and  conseqiienily  more  qui- 
escent than  at  the  opposite  shore;  the  inevitable 
consequence  of  which  is,  to  cause  the  tiling  up 
of  the  channel  to  (he  mouth  of  the  canal,  and 
-will  reiiuire  a  constant  expenditure  to  keep  it 
open.  This  has  already  caused  great  embarrass- 
ment to  the  company  owning  the  work;  and  boats 
are  frequently  seen  sticking  in  the  mud,  both  at 
the  lower  and  upper  entrance  of  the  canal;  hence 
the  anxiety  of  the  company  to  sell  out  to  the  Gov- 
eminent.  , 

-  It  is  perhaps  necessary,  sir,  to  remark  that  the 
canal  at  Louisville  will  cost  about  $1,300,000;  and 
thatacanalcan  be  constructed  on  the  Indiana  side, 
along  the  shore  or  bank  of  the  river,  at  a  cost,  at 
the  highest  estimate,  not  to  exceed  $350,000;  that 
an  improvement  completely  to  overcome  the  ob- 
structions by  a  dam  and  locks  can  be  made  for 
^125,000.  But  as  a  temporary  measure,  and  one 
for  which  I  demand  immediate  consideration,  is 
the  blasting  out  of  a  straight  schute  through  the 
falls  without  lowering  thelevcl  above;  it  is  of  im- 
mense utility,  and  meets  the  approbation  of  the 
most  experienced  navigators  of  the  western  riv- 
ers. This  improvement,  as  I  am  informed  by  an 
experienced  and  highly  respectable  engineer,  will 
coat  not  more  than  ^0,000— only  about  one  eighth 
of  the  amount  annually  paid  by  the  enterprising 
flat-boat  men  of  the  West  in  tolls  to  the  propri- 
etors of  the  Louisville  and  Portland  canal.  This 
aaiail  appropriation,  sir,  would  relieve  our  com- 
merce of  this  enormous  annual  tax.  Mr.  Speak- 
er, on  engineer  was  deputed,  during  the  last  sum- 
mer, to  examine  and  report  upon  the  various  plans 


I  suggested  for  overcomingthe  obstructions  at  the 

falls  of  the  Ohio.    The  report  of  that  engineer 

I  was  called  forearly  in  the  session  by%  resolution 

j  presented  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr. 

I  TiBBATTs,]  but  it  has  not  been  made;  where  it  is, 

!  or  what  is  the  cause  of  this  detention,  I  know  not. 

I  But  the  session  is  passing  away;  the  Committee 

I  on  Commerce  is  about  to  report;  the  estimates 

for  the  expenditures  of  the  year  are  being  made 

up;  and  this  great  question  in  regard  to  the  falls 

of  the  Ohio  is  passing  by  for  the  session.     I  have, 

therefore,  seized  upon  this  occasion  a^  the  only 

opportunity  1  could  have  of  bringing  the  matter 

to  the  consideration  of  the   House.    This  is  a 

question,  Mr.  Speaker,  in  which  Indiana  has  no 

more  interest  than  every  other  State  in  the  great 

valley  of  the  Mississippi.     It  interests  us  all;  it 

interests  the'  Union;  and  it  is  for  that  reason  that 

I  have  thought  proper,  at  this  time,  to  mention 

these  facts— facts,  sir,  which  I  shall  be  able  to 

prove, ata  proper  time,  to  the  satisfaction  of  every 

member  of  this  House.    I  move  a  reference  of 

the  resolution  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 

Canals. 

The  resolution  was  so  referred. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr.  CHAPMAN  offered  the  following  reso- 
lution; which  was  agreed  to: 

lUtolved,  Tliat  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be  in- 
structed tu  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  passing  an  act, 
tieclnmlory  of  llie  constraction  of  the  prviiniptiOM  acts  of 
1838,  184U,  and  1841,  so  as  to  allow  to  the  heirs  of  prelinipt- 
ors,  who  died  between  Uie  lime  of  making  tbc  setUenientj 
and  the  expiration  thereof,  required  by  the  siiid  laws  (ana 
liaving  111  all  other  respects  c<iniplied  with  the  conditions  of 
the  act  under  which  the  claim  is  made,)  to  take  the  prn- 
emptloo  tlieir  aneealor  would  have  been  entitled  to  if  lie 
bad  lived  during  the  lime  specMed  by  tbe  act. 

Mr.  CROSS  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  was  agreed  to: 
Resolvtil,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  he  directed  to  canse 

I  to  be  eoinmunicated  to  this  House  co|Hes  of  all  cuntmcts 
entered  into  within  four  years  prior  to  tlie  commencement 
of  the  prei'ent  Congress,  or  pending  and  unfulhDcd  at  that 

I  time,  for  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  Missis- 
sippi river,  or  its  tributaries,  or  any  one  or  more  of  tttem  ; 
tbe  au>ouiii  expended  under  such  contracts,  or  otherwise, 
and  in  what  manner ;  a  statement  of  the  amount  appropri- 
ated, and  unexpended,  at  the  beginning  of  the  present  fiscal 

I  year ;  the  names  and  residence  of  contractors,  and  super- 
intendents lliereof,  whether  private  Individuals  or  public 
olflcers,  with  copies  of  Uicir  respective  reports,  and  corre- 
spondence relating  thereto  ;  the  orders  or  instruclions  under 
wliicb  tliey,  or  any  of  them,  acted,  or  still  act;  whether 
such  contractors  or  su|)eriniendents  are  oilowed.  in  any 
case,  in  prosecuting  said  improvements,  to  exercise  tlieir 
own  discretion  ;  and  if  so,  under  what  circumstances  ;  and 
nil  such  otiier  aod  further  informntirm  within  the  control  of 
the  War  l)ppuriment  as  may  serve  to  show  the  extent  of 
iniprovenieiits  made,  contemplated,  or  iiecensAry,  in  said 
rivers  ;  discriminating  between  imprnvemenls  deemed  ne- 
cessary in  nmiliurypoialof  view,awlthos«in  fuitbannce 
ofcouimerce. 

Russell's  planetarium. 

Mr.  MOORE  offered  a  resolution  instructing 
the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Library  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  and  propriety  of  purchasing, 
fbr  the  use  of  the  National  Institute,  Russell's 
Planetarium,  and  at  what  price  the  same  can  be 
purchased. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  60WLIN,  James  Maguire 
was  permitted  to  withdraw  his  petition,  hereto- 
fore submitted  to  the  House,  praying  compensa- 
tion for  extra  services  as  clerk  in  one  of  the  bu- 
reaus of  the  War  Department,  and  the  same  was 
again  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims;  Jo- 
seph Barkley  was  permitted  to  withdraw  his  pe- 
tition  for  a  pension,  heretofore  submittcJ  to  the 
House;  and  the  same,  together  with  affidavits  ; 
herewith  filed  in  support  of  tbe  same,  was  again 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MOORE,  the  petition  and 
papers  of  the  heirs  of  Jacob  Thomas,  in  relation 
to  a  private  land  claim,  were  taken  from  the  files 
of  the  House,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims;  and  the  petition  and  papers 
of  John  Grjgsby,  for  a  pension,  were  taken  from 
tbe  files  of  tne  House,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Revolutionary  Pensions. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SMITH,  of  Illinois,  the  pe- 
tition of  citizens  of  Jackson  county,  Illinois, 
praying  the  establishment  of  a  mail  route  from 
the  county  seat  of  said  county  to  Georgetown, 
in  Randolph  county,  was  taken  from  the  files  of 
the  House,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 


NOTICES  OP  BILLS. 

Mr.  LYON  gave  notice  that  he  would ,  on  some 
future  day,  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  grant 
to  each  of  the  States  in  which  the  public  laniis  arc 
situated,  a  quanity  of  land  equal  to  that  which 
has  been  granted  to  the  Stale  of  Ohio. 

Also,  a  bill  to  amend  an  act  confirming  certain 
land  claims  in  the  State  of  Michigan. 

VACANCIES  ON  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  PARMENTER  moved  that  the  Speaker 
fill  the  vacancy  in  the  Naval  Committee,  Occa- 
sioned by  the  resignation  of  its  chairman,  Mr. 
Wise;  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL,  the 
Speaker  was  directed  to  fill  the  vaeahcy  in  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  occasioned  by  the 
resignation  of  Mr.  Gilheb. 

RESIGNATION  OF  MR.  WILKINS. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  com- 
munication from  Mr.  Wilkins,  (now  Secretary 
of  War,)  resigning  his  seat  in  this  House;  which, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  C.  J.  Inoebsoll,  was  laid  on 
the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Tbe  House  then  adjourned  to  Wednesday  next. 

Tlie  following  petitions,  presented  to-day,  were  haodcil 
to  the  reporters  by  the  members  presenting  them  : 

By  Mr.  TYLER :  Tbe  |ietitioii  of  8.  B.  Wbeeler  and 
others,  praying  for  an  appmprintion  to  repair  the  public 
works  at  Dunkirk  harbor,  New  York. 

Also,  the  petiUon  of  Moses  Woods  and  others,  praying  for 
the  further  prosecution  of  the  public  works  at  Barcelona 
burbur,  Cliaulauque  county.  New  York. 

Also,  the  pcUtiuu  of  George  Hall  and  otben,  ptayinf  for 
the  same. 

Also,  the  temonstmnce  of  Bliss  C.  Willooghby  and  oth- 
ers, inhabitants  of  Cnttamugos  county,  New  Vork,  against 
tbe  annexation  of  Texas  to  Uie  United  States. 

By  Mr.  McCONNELL :  The  peiiiion  of  nuraemas  cili- 
zeiie  of  Bandi^Ipli  county,  Alatuuna,  {irayiQtf  Uie  esublisb- 
ment  of  a  mail  route. 

Also,  tbe  meiiinrialorjohn  T.  Ball,  praying  to  bealldwed 
the  difference  between  tlie  pay  of  a  messenger  and  an  exua 
clerk. 

By  Mr.  A.  II.  READ  :  Two  memorials,  signed  by  citizens 
of  Troy,  Bradford  county,  Pennsylvania,  praying  for  re- 
duction in  Uie  rates  of  po,«tage ;  which  were  referred  to  Uie 
Committee  on  lile  Post  Olllce  ami  Poet  Roads. 

By  Mr.  OWEN  :  The  memorial  of  John  8aliznian,-and 
one  hundred  and  ten  others,  citizens  of  Posey  county,  In- 
diana, asking  a  grant  of  land  to  complete  tlie  national  Ihor- 
ouglifare  between  the  lakes  and  Ui«  Ohio,  by  Die  improvo- 
metit  of  the  Wabash. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  Thomas  EvenoB  and  one  hundred 
and  tweniy-iwootliers,  citizens  of  Indiana  and  other  States, 
praying  for  n  grant  of  the  unsold  lands  in  the  Vlncennea 
land  district,  to  complete  the  canal  from  Lake  Erie  lo  tbe 
Ohio  river  at  Evaiisville. 

By  Mr.  SAMPLE:  The  petition  of  A.  R.  Jones  and 
eighty  four  others,  citizens  of  Indiana,  praying  a  grant  to 
said  Sutc  of  the  lands  lying  in  the  Vineennes  district,  for 
the  extension  of  tbe  Wabash  and  Eile  canal  to  tbe  Oblo 
river. 

By  Mr.  WENTWORTII :  A  petition  from  the  memliera 
of  the  Chicago  bar,  praying  that  two  teriat  of  the  United 
States  courts  may  be  hoiden  rt  that  pince  each  year ;  whicb 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Joel  A.  Matteson  and  Hardin  Bige- 
low,  praying  for  damages  sustained  by  Uiem  in  the  trans- 
portation of  railroad  iron  ;  which  was  referred  to  Itie  Com- 
mittee on  Itoiids  und  Canals. 

Also,  the  petition  of  John  Fitch,  praying  for  the  reOind- 
ing  of  certain  purchase  money  for  land  to  which  Uie  patent 
i^  wiililield ;  which  was  referred  to  ilie  Uowuittce  on  Pub- 
lic Lands. 

By  Mr.  IKIGE:  The  petition  of  Albion  T.Crow  andoiis 
hundred  and  eigiity-iwo  others,  citizens  of  Illinois,  praying 
a  reduction  of  tbe  present  nues  of  posiage ;  which  was 
referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  tbe  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads. 

By  Mr.  DODGE,  oC  Wisconsin :  The  meoiorial  of  W. 
White  and  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  others,  citizens  of 
Mcllenry  county,  8tate  of  Illinois,  asking  Congress  for  an 
appropriation  for  a  harbor  at  itie  town  of  Souitiport,  in  the 
Territory  of  Wisconsin ;  which  was  referred  lo  Uie  Com- 
mittoe  on  Commerce. 

Also,  the  inemnrtal  of  John  Dinsmore  and  aeveniyiwo 
others,  citizens  of  Walworth  county.  Territory  of  Wiscon- 
sin, asking  Congress  for  an  appropriation  for  a  hnrborat  the 
town  of  Souihport,  in  said  Territory;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Conimiuee  on  Commerce. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  Ira  Newman  and  eighty-nine 
oiliem,  citizens  of  Kaeine  county.  Territory  of  WiscoDsia, 
asking  Congress  for  an  appropriation  for  a  harbor  at  the 
town  of  Southport,  in  said  Territory  ;  whicb  was  referred 
to  the  r!onimitlee  on  Commerce. 

By  Mr.  HAMLIN  :  The  petition  ofMyrickEnxiraonand 
forty-seven  otbeni,  citizens  of  Orono,  Maine,  for  the  aboli- 
tion of  spirit  rations  in  the  Navy,  and  Uiai  some  substiiuta 
•ball  he  provided  for  said  rations. 

By  Mr.  FISH  :  The  petition  of  Cborlea  Clark  and  otben, 
citizens  of  New  York,  for  a  gronr  of  lands  to  the  Stale  or 
Indiana,  to  aid  in  Ibe  construction  of  certain  public  works. 

Also,  ihe  petition  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the 
city  of  New  York,  in  relation  to  the  commercial  intereovm 
with  China. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Andrew  Foster  it  Sons,  and  others, 
mercliants,  ship-owners,  and  sliip-buildcrs,  in  New  York, 
to  provide  for  tbe  annulling  of  the  reciprocity  Ireatiea  with 
the  northern  Powers  oT  Europe. 
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Also,  the  petition  of  nboiitlenthoiinnnd  ciiizens  of  New 
York,  complaining  of  the  iiilrnduction  of  furei;{n  paupers, 
and  aslliiig  nii  alleintion  of  l!ie  uaiurnliznliiin  lows. 

By  Mr.  CALIIWELL:  The  petition  of  various  cilteem 
of  Pulukt  and  Rockcaalle  cuunliex,  praying  for  Itic  e»ub- 
lishment  of  a  post  route  frcAi  aomerset  to  Rictiinnnd,  Kcu 
luoky,  by  way  of  Gilmer's  Store  and  Mount  Vernon.  Also, 
a  petition,  very  nuuierouifly  Htgned,  for  tltu  edtabliihinenl 
of  a  po«t  route  from  Souierxet  to  London,  in  Laurel  oounly, 
Kentucky  ;  which  wer^  refarred  to  Uie  Ccmiuiuee  on  tli* 
Post  OfAce  and  Po*>t  Koads. 

By  Mr.  TIBBATT8 :  The  petition  of  niDdry  citizena  of 
Campbell  county,  Kentucky,  praying  that  n  mail  route  may 
be  establiiihed  from  NuWpprt,  by  the  way  of  Four-Mile, 
Twel»c-Mil8, and  Carthage,  to  UHnioni,  in  laid  county; 
wiikjli  waa  referred  lo  Uie  Coinmiuce  on  Ibe  Putt  OlSca 
and  Post  Roads. 

By  Mr.  UA  VVSON :  Ttie  petition  of  Geongn  Harrison,  a 
paymaster  in  tlio  warnif  1813,  for  relief  against  a  demand 
of  llie  Oovorhnicnt  lor  money  overpaid  by  littu  to  ilie  regi- 
in«nt  to  which  he  was  appointed  payuiuster,  &c. 

Also,  the  petition  of  a  lar^e  number  of  the  citizens  of 
West  and  Eui>t  Feliciana,  Hast  and  West  Baton  RfUge, 
and  ibervtile,  Louisiana,  praying  for  a  reorganisation  of  the 
regiment  of  driig<M)ns  which  was  unwisely  dismounted  by 
the  la«t  Congress,  lie.     . 

Uy  Mr.  Hoi'KINS  :  The  prtltioo  of  Dr.  James  T.  Bar- 
clay, re|ireseiiting  that  he  ha»  discovered  a  pmcess  by  which 
In  protect  the  geld  and  Filver  coins  I'rnni  ndtitleniti(}n  and 
debarment,  and  pledging  himself  In  demonstrate  the  pnic- 
licability  of  a  plan,  by  tneans  of  which  we  may  have  a  coin- 
age of  such  superior  labrication  as  not  only  to  be  proof 
against  fraudulent  reduction,  hut  materially  to  shield  it 
against  depreciation  by  friction,  and  praying  for  such  remu- 
neration for  Uie  discovery  as  Congress  may  deem  it  jiut  and 
oxpedient  to  allow  him. 

fly  Mr.  GEEKN,  of  Kentucky :  The  memorial  of  sundry 
citizens  of  Kentucky,  pniying  for  the  appropriation  of  the 
unsold  land  in  the  Vincennesdislriet,  Indiana,  for  Ihecom- 
plethin  uf  the  Erie  and  Wabash  canal ;  which  was  referred 
to  tlie  Committee  on  Public  Lands 

Dy  Mr.  FICKLIN :  The  memorial  of  William  M.  Hunt, 
and  sixty-seven  others,  citizens  of  Crawford  county,  llli 
linis,  asking  a  grant  of  land  to  complete  the  national  tlior- 
oughflire  between  the  lakes  and  Ute  Ohio,  by  tlie  iniprove- 
uient  of  the  Wabash. 

By  Mr.  MOORE:  The  memorial  of  one  hundred  and 
twelve  ciiizens  of  Knox,  Franklin,  and  Licking  counties, 
Ohio,  praying  a  reduction  in  the  rates  of  postajte;  which  was 
tefer/eU  to  Uis  Comwiuen  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roaas. 

AlcKT,  a  memorial  on  the  samnsubjcct,  from  William  Van 
Dervoort  and  one  hundred  and  forty-Ave  others,  citizens 
of  Knox,  Franklin,  and  Licking  counties,  Ohio;  which  was 
referred  to  Uie  same  committee. 

Also,  a  memorial  signed  by  11.  A.  Stidger  and  seventy- 
aix  others,  citizens  of  ijarroll,  Carroll  county,  Ohio, praying 
<hr  Uie  immediate  ocrupaUon,  by  the  General  Government, 
of  the  Orejron  Territory. 

By  Mr.  KULKE:  The  resolutions  of  Uie  City  Council  of 
6t.  Louis,  Msoouri,  on  the  snbJi'Ct  of  marine  tiospiuils ; 
which  were  referred  to  the  (yOiniiiittee  on  ('onimerce. 

By  Mr.  WRIGHT,  of  Indiana:  The  petiUon  of  Richard 
W.Tliunipson  and  one  hundred  and  Uiirty  six  nUiers,  of 
tile  county  of  Vigo,  Indiana,  asking  that  u  )iorUon  of  the 
vacant  lands  in  Uie  Shuwneetown  and  Palestine  land  di^- 
Uiet,  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  and  of  tlie  vacant  lands  of 
Vincennes,  be  granted  for  the  purpose  of  improving  the 
rapids  of  Uie  Wnlwsli  river ;  which  was  referred'  to  Uie 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Also,  the  petition  of  John  Nelson  and  forty  others,  ciU- 
Kens  of  Montgomery  cimnty,  Indiana,  asking  that  the  va- 
cant lands  in  the  Vincennes  land  district,  Indiana,  be  gninled 
to  the  State  or  [iiiliana.  for  the  purpose  of  extetnliiig  the 
Wabash  and  Erie  canal  from  Tcrre  Haute  to  RvansvtIN-, 
Indiana;  which  was  referred  to  Uie  Conimittee  on  Public 
Lands. 

By  Mr.  RAMSEY :  A  sutement,  prepared  by  a  commit- 
tee of  the  citizens  of  Havre  de  Grace,  of  the  amount  of 
lumber,  produce,  Sic,  which  arrived  at  Port  I)ep<isite  and 
Havre  de  Grace,  by  Susriuehanna  river  and  cunul,  during 
the  year  1B43,  for  transhipment  coastwise.      _ 

By  Mr.  LYON :  A  resoluUon  of  the  Legislature  of  Mich- 
igan, in  favor  of  an  apprupriaUon  of  land  by  the  United 
States  for  the  repair  and  compleUon  of  Uie  road  from  De- 
troit to  Grand  river,  in  tlinl  State. 

Also,  a  memorial  signed  by  sixty-nine  citizens  of  8t. 
Joseph  county,  in  Uie  Stale  of  Indiana,  nskjnf  an  appro- 
nriaiion  for  cinisiructing  a  harbor  at  New  Buffalo,  in  tlie 
6tate  of  Michigan. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  Byron  Ktlboum,  renewing  the  prayer 
contained  in  his  memorial  of  Doeemlier,  lt^i2,  that  ('oiigress 
would  pass  a  resolulioirdisapproving  liie  resolution  of  tile 
Legislature  of  the  Territory  of  WiKCOn^in  repudiating  Uie 
bonds  negoiioted  fur  a  caiinl  loan;  and  also  praying  that 
Congress  would  pass  o  resolnliiin  or  act  rendering  it  oblig- 
atory on  the  L'-gistature  of  ihe  Territory  of  Wisconsin  to 
pay,  out  of  the  funds  derived  Irom  the  sale  of  canal  Lands, 
those  several  bonds  issued  and  ncgoiiated  for  said  loan 
numbered  33,  33,  34,  35,  36,  S3, 53,  54,  xi.  aiid  56.  which 
were  duly  and  lawfully  sold  to,  and  paid  for  by,  the  holders 
thereof. 

By  Mr.  SMITH,  of  Illinois :  The  memorial  of  John  W. 
Hockett,  praying  payment  for  labor  perloraied  by  hira.on 
the  Cumberkind  mad  ;  which  was  referred  io  Uie  Coniinit- 
tee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Alio,  the  memorial  of  John  W.  Barr,  a  soldier  in  the  late 
war  wlih  Great  Britain,  under  General  Andrew  Jackson, 
praying  Congress  to  grant  land  to  all  those  who  served  their 
country  in  said  war ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  AfDiirs. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Susanna  Barker,  (widow  of  Zebadhih 
Barker,)  praying  a  pension  on  account  of  the  revolutionary 
iiervices  of  her  late  husband ;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Revoliltioniry  Pensions. 

Also,  the  pntceedings  of  a  public  mecUng  of  the  citizens 
of  Alton  and  vicinity*,  to  device  measures  for  the  permanent 
locauou  uf  Uic  iiauooal  toad  to  the  Mississippi  river  at 


Alton  i  together  with  a  memorial  of  Uic  Le;;i!tlatare  of  Ill- 
inois on  the  same  siiliji-ci;  tvliich  were  refi'rri'il  to  the 
Cuniinittee  on  J^oads  and  Canals,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


IN  SENATE. 
ToESDAT,  February  20,  1844. 

Mr.  BARROW  pre«enteil  a  petition  from 
Thomas  C.  Williams  and  others,  of  the  parish  of 
Madison,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  praying 
Congress  to  pass  a  law  securing  them  in  their 
rights  of  preemption,  under  the  law  of  1841; 
whicb  was  referied  to  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims. 

Mr.  ALLEN  presented  documents  in  support 
of  the  claim  of  David  Robb,  forservicea  rendered, 
and  expenses  incurred  by  him  in  effuciing  the 
ratification  of  certain  treaties  with  the  Shawnee 
and  other  Indians;  which  were  referred  to  the 
Commitlee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  STURGEON  presented  a  petition  from 
William  Haider,  asking  for  an  increase  of  pen-  I 
sion;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions. 

REPORTS  .PROM   COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  WOODBURY,  from  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gideon 
Bachelder  and  others;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  a  second  reading;  and  the  report  ac- 
companying ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  ATHERTON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Pensions,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition 
of  William  M.  Gibbs,  praying  for  arrears  of  pen- 
sion; which  was  ordered  lo  lie  on  the  table,  and  ' 
be  printed.  i 

Mr.  MILLER,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia,  to  which  had  been  referred 
several  memorials  from  the  citizens  of  Alexandria, 
Georgetown,  and  Washington  upon  the^subject,  j 
reported  a  bill  to  extend  the  the  charters  of  the 
District  banks;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  BU<  HANAN  called  for  the  reading  of 
the  bill  again. 

It  was  read  as  follows: 

Be  U  euncted  liy  <Ae  Senate  and  Houne  of  Rejrrefentativee 
of  the  United  of 'America  in  Con^ren  flwrmWcrf,  That  the 
chnners  of  the'  several  banks  herein  enumerated,  as  now 
existing  and  mi>dilfed  by  law,  namely :  The  Farmers  and 
Mefhaiiie.4'llnjkofGeorgetnwii,tliellailkoftlieMir(rofiolis, 
Patriotic  Bank  of  Wasliiiigton,  in  the  city  of  Wa»-liinifton ; 
and  the  Farmers*  Bank,  of  Alexandria,  and  Bank  of  Poto- 
mnp.  in  the  Town  of  Alexandria— be,  and  the  snine  aro 
hereby,  extended  unlil  the  4th  day  of  July,  1854  :  Provti#ed, 
'J'hat  Congress  may  at  any  time  hereaQer  niter,  amend, 
modify,  or  repeal  the  charters  of  the  saifl  several  hanks, 
and  the  laws  modifying  tho  same,  or  either  of  them. 

Sec.  8.  ^nd  he  it  further  enacted^  Tlint  if  any  of  the  said 
banks  i-hall  herealler  suspend  specie  payments,  or  reAlse  to 
pay,  on  demand,  any  of  their  notes,  deposits,  or  other  obli- 
gations in  specie,  it  shall  h<;  the  duly  of  ihe  District  Attor- 
ney for  the  L)i.ilrict  of  Columbia,  ex  officio^  to  file  a  bill  be- 
fore the  proper  court,  whn.^e  duly  it  shall  be,  upon  legal 
proof  of  the  fact,  to  declare  the  forfeiture  of  the  charter  of 
such  defaulting  bank,  and  place  it  in  a  state  of  liquidation, 
and  wind  up  its  affairs,  according  to  the  rules  and  praciice 
of  a  court  of  chancery. 

Sbc.  3.  Jind  he  it  further  enacted^  That  at  any  eleeUon 
hereafter  to  be  had  by  eiUier  of  the  said  banks  for  offlcera 
Uiereof,  no  person  sliall  vote  upon  such  an  amount  of  stock, 
or  give  such  numln^r  of  votes  a.i  will  make  a. majority  of  the 
whole  number  of  votes  civen  at  su-h  election.  Nor  shall 
any  p4fryon  vote  at  any  such  election  iipoa  proxy  made  and 
executed  more  than  sir  months  prior  to  such  election. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said, he  did  not  mean  now 
to  open  up,  on  the  question  of  ordering  the  bill  to 
a  second  reading,  a  debate  on  its  merits;  but  he 
rose  to  give  notice  that  when  it  was  brought  up 
for  discussion  he  would  move  to  recommit  it  to 
the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia,  with 
instructions  lo  make  another  provision  to  the  bill, 
rendering  the  stockholders  of  tlte  banks  liable  fur 
all  their  issues. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  WHITE,  from  the  Committee^ on  Indian 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph 
Bryan,  Harrison  Young,  and  Benjamin  Young; 
which  was  read, and  ordered  toasecond  reading; 
arid  the  bill  accompanying  ordered  to  be  printed. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr;  ARCHER  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  lie*  on  the  table  one  day  under  the 
rule: 

JleiotMif,  That  the  PiMident  h«  mjnested  to  enmmunl- 
caie  to  Congress,  as  far  as  he  consider  consistent  with  Uie 
public  interest,  any  informaliou  which  may  have  reached 
the  Government,  from  its  accredited  agents,  tending  to  show 
any  u^e  of  the  flag  of  the  United  States,  in  subservience  to 
the  African  slave  trade,  and  in  violation  of  the  laws  or 
policy  of  the  Government.  Also,  any  uorrespondeitce  which 


may  have  taken  place  between  this  Gnvcrnment  and  the 
Minister  of  Pnrluttal  in  relation  to  the  lakincawnr  nf  slaves, 
the  pio|icrly  of  I'orlugiie)*c  .^niiject-',  from  the  ifrriioheii  of 
tliiit  Power,  in  vessels  owued  or  employed  by  citizens  of  Uie 
United  States. 

Mr.  BAGBY  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  lies  one  day  on  the  table,  under  the 
rule: 

Retoleed,  That  Ihe  Secremry  of  War  be  innrscied  lo 
cause  a  survey  and  esUniaio  to  be  made  of  the  preriicsliil- 
iiy  and  expense  of  eroeiiug  a  forUlication  on  the  east^iile 
of  Daupliin  Island,  adequate  Ui  the  d^use  uf  the  city  ud 
harbor  of  Mobile. 

ST.  LOUIS  HARBOR. 

Tha  following  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr. 
Semple  on  Friday  last,  was  taken  up  and  agreed 
to: 

BeMlred,  That  the  Pmddent  nfihe  Uniwd  Suies  he  te- 
quesled  to  furnish  to  ilie  Senate  n  copy  of  the  report  recent- 
ly m-ldc  by  tjaptoin  Cram,  of  the  corps  of  innognipliical 
engineers,  u[hiii  the  survey  of  the  harb^ir  of  t*!.  Louis,  vitll 
its  accooipuiiying  charts,  maps,  plans,  and  estimates. 

REPORTS  ADOPTED. 
The  adverse  report  of  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions in  the  case  of  George  W.  Cummings;  the 
adverse  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  in  the 
case  of  John  Washington;  and  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Pensions  in  the  ease  of  the  widov 
of  Samuel  Gray,  were  taken  up  and  eoncuncd 
in. 

AMENDMENT  OP  THE  CON8TIT0TI0N. 

Mr.  TAPPAN,  on  leave,  introduced  n  joint 
resolution,  proposing  an  amendment  to  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  so  ta  to  limit  the 
term  of  office  of  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  and 
inferior  courts  of  the  United  States;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

PURCHASE  OF  BOOES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ARCHER,  the  Senate  tnolt 
up  for  consideration  the  bill  for  the  purchase  of 
certain  copies  of  the  history  of  Oregon,  Califor- 
nia, and  other  territories  on  the  northwest  coast 
of  America — thei^uestion  pending  being,  "Shall 
the  bill  be  read  a  second  time'" 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  he  would  hare  made 
some  remarks  if  the  subject  had  been  further  en- 
tertained yestenlny;  but,  having  slept  upon  It  one 
night,  he  was  adverse  to  saying  enyihing  until 
the  bill  came  up  in  regular  order  for  debate.  It 
was  not  usual  In  debate  bills  in  the  stage  in  which 
this  bill  now  was. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  n  second  reading;. 

Mr.  ARCHER  expressed  a  desire  that  the  bill 
should  then  be  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Benton  objected  to  progressin'  with 
the  bill,  except  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the 
rules. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ARPHER.the  report  ofihe 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  accompanying 
the  bill,  was  ordered  to  be  priAted. 

Mr.  ARCHER  gave  notice  to  the  Senator  from 
Missouri  that  he  would,  on  Friday  next,  ask  the 
Senate  to  consider  the  bill. 

SCHOONER  GRAMPUS. 
The  bill  from  the  House  for  the  relief  of  the 
widows  of  officers,  setimen,  and  marines  of  the 
United  States  schooner  Granlpua,  was  read  twice 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  NarnI  AffaifS. 
Several  other  bills  from  the  House,  of  a  private 
character,  were  read  twice,  ana  appropriately  re- 
ferred. 

COURTS  IN  OHIO. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TAPPAN,  the  previous 
orders  of  the  day  were  postponed,  and  the  bill  to 
repeal  the  act  to  amend  the  act  of  March,  1838. to 
change  the  time  of  holding  the  circuitanil  district 
courts  of  the  district  of  Ohio,  was  taken  up  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole;  and,  there  being  no 
proposition  to  amend,  it  was  reported  to  the  Sen- 
ate, and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  read- 
ing. 

VHARF  AT  PENSACOLA. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BARROW,  the  report  of  ihs 
Secreury  of  the  Navy^  relative  to  the  building  of 
a  permanent  wharf  at  Pensacola,  was  ordered  to 
be  printed,  and  referred  to  the  CommiUce  on 
Naval  Affairs. 

OREGON. 

Mr.  SEMPLE  moved  that  the  Senate  proceed 
to  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  directing  U» 
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President  of  the  United. States  to  pve  notice  to 
the  British  Government  for  the  termination  of  that 
provision  of  the  treaty  allowing  a  joint  occupa- 
tion of  the  Oregon  Territory.  But  Messrs.  Bek- 
TON  and  Choate  having  suggested  that  there  was 
but  a  small  attendance  of  the  Senate,  he  withdrew 
his  motion,  and  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on  to- 
morrow, press  the  motion  to  take  up  and  dispose 
of  tbat  resolution. 

PENN8TLVAMA  AVENOE. 

The  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  repair- 
ing and  repaving  a  portion  of  Pennsylvania  ave- 
nue," came  up  for  consideration,  and  on  the 
question,  **  Shall  the  bill  pass?" 

Mr.  ALLEN  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  wcreordercdand  taken;  and  the  bill  passed 
by  yeas  22,  nays  7;  as  follows: 

VEAB— Messrs.  Arctier.  Blgby,  Barrow,  Batra.  Benton, 
fiucliunan,  Chnnto,  l^'faytnn,  Dnytnn,  Evans,  Foster,  Fmn- 
cw,  naywood^Kiiifr.Mangiiui,  Merrick,  Miller,  Rives,  Sim- 
mons, Sturgeon,  White,  and  WootltHjry — ^^ 
.  NAVd  — McMrs.  Allen, 'Atclilaon,  Alherton,  Breeie, 
Hoaoegan,  Semite,  and  Tnppan — 7. 

SWORD  OF.  WASHINGTON,  ETC. 
The  joint  resolution  from  the  Hous«,  accepting 
the  sword  ofWashington,  and  (he  staff  of  Frank- 
lin, was  road  the  thinJ  time,  aitd  passed. 

ceArge  davenport. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  Davenport  was 
taken  up,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and, 
after  a  few  remarks  by  Jdr.  SEMPLE  in  oppo- 
■ition  to  it,  and  by  Messrs.  BREESE  and  KINO 
in  its  favor,  it  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and 
•rdered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 
PENSION  AGENTS. 

The  bill  making  compensation  to  pension  agents 
was  taken  up,  as  in  Committee  df  the  Whole,  for 
"tonsideration. 

Mr.  BATES  Wid',  as  the  law  now  stood,  there 
WasnocompensBtion  provided  for  pension  agents, 
nor  could  incy  obtain  any  without  resorting  to 
indirect  means.  This  bill  proposed  to  allow  to 
them  two  per  cent,  on  a  certain  amount,  not  to 
exceed,  under  any  circumstances,  $1,000;  which 
maximum,  or  less  sum,  was  subject  to  the  con- 
trol of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  He  con- 
sidered the  bill  indispensable,  and  hoped  it  would 
pass. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  moved  that  the  words  "  five 
hundred"  be  substituted  for  "one  thousand." 
He  thought  the  charities  of  this  Government 
should  be  more  cheaply  administered. 

Mr.  B.ATES  hoped  the  Senator  from  North 
Carolina  would  not  insist  on  pressing  his  amend- 
ment. He  would  perceive  that  the  maximum 
was  placed  under  the  control  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  who  would  not  grant  it,  unless  to 
sorh  individuals  who  proved  themselves  deserv- 
ing of  it. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  inquired  from  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts  if  the  pension  agents  were 
not,  in  most  cases,  presidents,  directors,  cashiers, 
or  clerks  of  banks? 

Mr.  BATES  said,  not  in  his  State;  for  other 
Slates  he  was  not  prepared  to  answer.  If  it  was 
the  case  or  not,  it  might  be  presumed  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  would  take  care  not  to 
allowthc compensation  where  it  was  not  deserved. 
Ill  Massachusetts  there  was  no  bank  director  so 
employed;  and  there,  where  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands passed  through  pension  agents'  hands,  he 
did  not  think  (1,000  too  great  n  compensation, 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  was  aware  that  a  short  lime 
back  there  was  a  war  raging  in  Philadelphia  be- 
tween two  banks,  to  see  which  would  become  the 
depository  of  this  fund;  and  it  was  fair  to  infer, 
tliat  if  there  were  no  bcncfils  to  be  derived  from 
■I,  there  would  be  no  struggle  between  them.  He 
thought  that  when  a  benulil  was  derived  to  a  bank 
hy  the  holding  of  these  deposits,  from  its  servants 
orofHccrs  being  pension  agents,  no  comiiensation 
slinulil  be  granted. 

Mr.  BAGBY  said,  in  Alabama  the  difficulty 
Was  tu  get  proper  persons,  connected  or  not  con- 
■ected  with  banks,  to  accept  the  trust.   He  knew 
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an  instance  where,  by^trenglh  of  personal  soli- 
citation alone,  a  responsible  person  could  be  pre- 
vailed on  to  accept  the  appointment  of  pension 
agent.  He  thought  that  public  services  ought  to 
be  paid  for,  to  secure  their  faithful  discharge. 
The  situation  of  pension  agent  was  one  of  the 
most  difficult  and  troublesome  in  the  country;  his 
duties,  at  the  same  time,  were  most  praiseworthy, 
in  paying  off  the  national  obligations  (o  those 
who  earned  them'in  the  face  of  death  and  danger. 
He  would  therefore  vote  for  the  bill  as  originally 
introduced. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  confessed  that  he  had  no 
hope,  when  he  proposed  the  amendment,  that  it 
would  pass,  for  the  simple  reason  thai  it  advocated 
the  reiluction  of  salaries.  He  thought  it  would 
be  no  great  curse  to  the  country  if  bankers,  bro- 
kers, and  citizens  would  refuse  to  net;  and,  by  so 
doing,  compel  Government  to  adopt  some  system 
that  would  prevent  imposition.  He  cnnlciided 
that  the  pensioners  were  plundered  by  having  to 
pay  such  high  fees  to  agents,  and  that  they  would 
be  more  benefited  by  receiving  their  pensions  di- 
rect from  the  Treasury.-  He  was  for  paying  public 
servants  liberally;  but  he  thought  some  stations 
should  be  left  for  those  seeking  no  compensation, 
and  who  were  willing  to  fill  them  for  the  good  of 
the  nation.  The  proposed  bill  would  not  prevent 
pension  agents  from  using  the  money  intrusted 
to  them  for  disbursement;  and,  convinced  of  that, 
he  felt  assured  that  $500  was  enough,  if  not  too 
much. 

Mr.  BATES  thought  the  coming  here  of  twenty 
thousand  men  and- ten  thousand  women,  from  all 
parts  of  the  United  States,  to  get  paid,  would 
create  a  greater  evil  than  could  arise  from  their 
being  paid  at  home,  by  agents.  And,  aa  to  the 
extortion  described,  he  could  not  speak  for  North 
Carolina,  but  he  could  for  Massachusetts.  No 
such  cause  of  complaint  could  be  made  in  that 
State,  nor,  he  believed,  in  any  other.  If  it  was  at 
all  fair  to  give  compensation  for  public  services, 
he  thought  this  bill  could  not  be  objected  to. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  alluded  to  the  number  of 
presidents  of  banks  who  were,  some  short  time 
back,  and  from  aught  he  knew  to  the  contrary, 
were  still  pension  agents.  Full  nine  tenths  were 
so;  and  that  argued  strongly  that  banks  must 
derive  an  interest  from  the  appointment.  He 
thought  ^00  would  be  a  sufficient  allowance,  and 
as  much  as  the  Secretary  of  War  might  be  dis- 
posed to  allow,  as  all  the  real  expense  would  be 
the  payment  of  a  clerk  for  three  or  four  weeks; 
and  if  a  special  agent  was  necessary,  $500  would 
be  still  enough,  ns  his  services  would  be  only  for 
three  or  four  weeks,  and  not  for  the  duration  of  a 
year. 

Mr.  SIMMONS  said  the  agent  for  Rhode  Island 
was  president  of  a  bank,  but  the  deposits  were 
notkept  in  that  bank  for  the  last  four  years;  and, 
contrary  to  any  benefit  accruing  to  that  bank,  it 
lost  by  the  appointment,  ns  it  paid  0800  per  year 
for  the  services  of  an  efficient  officer  to  attend  alone 
to  the  pension  business. 

Mr.  DAYTON  was  in  favor  of  the  bill.  He 
knew  the  labors  of  clerks,  in  attending  to  pension 
claims,  were  devoted  for  weeks  before  and  after 
the  day  of  payment;  this  was  in  the  small  State 
of  New  Jersey;  and  he  knew  further,  that  the 
labor  was  not  confined  to  the  clnrk  or  clerks,  but 
to  the  president,  who,  for  days  and  weeks,  was 
similarly  engaged.    The  labor  did  not  coimist  in 

Cnying  the  sums  awarded  to  those  on  the  lists, 
ut  to  the  examination  of  pension  papers,  leitcrs 
of  attorney  frrin  all  parts  of  the  State,  and  seeing 
that  they  were  fully  and  properly  authenticated. 
He  believed  that  the  expense  to  pensioners  of  re- 
ceiving their  pay  through  agents,  amounted  to 
about  one  dollar  per  head,  being  by  far  less 'than 
they  could  in  any  other  way  obtain  il — less  than 
the  postage  would  be  on  it  from  Washington  to 
where  many  of  them  resided. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  argued  that  it  was  desirable 
for  banks  to  become  the  holders  of  Government 
deposits;  it  gave  them,  in  tlieeyosof  the  people, 
greater  credit;  it  was  a  kind  of  national  endorse- 
ment of  tbeir  stability;  gave  a  wider  circulation 


to  their  bills,  in  which  they  were  certain  to  pay 
at  least  all  pension  claims;  and  was  to  them,  in 
every  way,  an  advantage.  In  small  States,  or 
where  small  deposits  were  made,  payment,  per- 
haps, ought  to  be  allowed.  He  would,  therefore, 
though  very  reluctantly ,  vote  for  the  bill,  provided 
the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  North  Caro- 
lina, reducing  the  maximum  to  $500,  was  agreed 
to.  He  knew  the  construction  that  would  be 
given  to  the  clause  empowering  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  allow  the  maximum.  Every  man,  with 
or  without  pretensions,  \#ould  pester  him  with 
claims  for  services  rendered;  and  the  end  would 
be,  all  would  receive  the  highest  amount  allowed. 

Mr.  BAGBY  said  his  only  object  was  to  see 
adequate  compensation  provided  for  that  class  of 
officers  to  whom  was  confided  the  meritorious 
duty  of  paying  what  was  so  lung  withheld  from 
the  most  deserving  class  of  claimants — those  who 
fought  and  bled  for  their  country's  good.  If  it 
would  remove  the  objections  of  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  he  was  prepared  to 
add  a  clause  to  the  bill,  by  way  of  amendment, 
excluding  all  connected  with  bunks,  be  they  pres- 
idents, directors,  or  clerks.  He  was  willing  to 
go  this  far,  although  satisfied  no  such  amendment 
was  required. 

Mr.  ALLEN  offered  an  amendment  that  he  had 
prepared,  excluding  all  bank  officers  and  bank 
stockholders  from  performing  the  office  of  pension 
agent. 

Mr.  SIMMONS  hoped  that  a  latitude  would 
be  given  to  the  Secretary  as  to  the  sum  to  be  paid 
where  small  deposits-were  made. 

Mr.  FOSTER  thought,  from  what  he  heard, 
that  the  Senate  was  in  danger  of  fulling  into  error. 
In  Tennes.ice,  neither  bank  nor  private  citizen 
could  be  found  willing  to  act  as  pension  agent.  It 
was  held  by  the  Union  Bank  at  Nashville,  but 
thrown  up  four  years  ago,  when  it  was  given  to 
a  most  estimable  citizen  and  worthy  man,  whose 
claim  for  compensation,  for  the  last  four  years' 
services  as  pension  agent,  was  now  before  Con- 
gress. From  information  from  the  most  authen- 
tic source,  he  lielieved  that  $1,500  would  be  little 
enough  for  the  services  of  the  agent  at  Nashville. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  inquired  what  bank  that 
agent  kept  his  deposits  in.' 

Mr.  FOSTER.  In  no  bank,  but  in  an  iron 
chest  in  his  house.  lie  went  on  to  show  the  ex- 
penses this  gentleman  was  at  in  the  execution  of 
his  duty,  and  its  laborious  nature,  occupying  his 
whole  time;  and  went  against  the  sysiem  of  tho 
cheapest  labor  being  the  best;  and  predicted  that, 
responsible  men  not  being  found  to  act.  Govern- 
ment would,  in  the  end,  suflfer  double  from  pur- 
suing at  this  moment  a  false  economy. 

Mr.  HAYWOODcxplained.and  said  he  would 
withdraw  his  amendment,  so  as  to  allow  the  ques- 
tion to  be  taken  on  the  amendment  oflfered  by 
the  Senator  from  Ohio;  but  wished  it  to  be  under- 
stood that  ho  would  renew  it,  be  the  fate  of  the 
other  what  it  might. 

Mr.  BAGBY  repeated  his  arguments  in  favor 
of  the  bill  as  intVoduced.  Alabnmn,  he  confessed, 
was  not  so  pure  us  North  Carolina,  as  described 
by  the  honorable  Senator  from  thai  State;  for,  in 
Alabama,  work  paid  for  was  always  the  best 
performed .  He  was  no  ad  vocate  for  nn  y  connec- 
lion  beiween  Governmcniand  the  banks;  he  wa« 
utterly  against  it;  but  the  question  was,  who 
would  do  the  duty  best,  men  with  or  without 
pay  ?  In  the  long  run,  gratuitous  labor  would 
be  found  to  cost  more  than  pension  agents  ever 
did  or  over  would. 

Mr.  FOSTER  said  the  pensioners  resident  in 
Tennessee  amounted  to  nearly  eighteen  hundred 
— he  believed  theexactnumberwas  seventeen  hun- 
dred and  ninety-nine — two  thirds-of  whom  had 
to  be  paid  in  Nashville  twice  a  year,  making,  for 
the  year,  three  thousand  six  hundred  payments. 
Now,  he  asked,  was  it  to  be  expected  that  the 
duty  of  examining  all  the  vouchers^of  claims,  and 
attending  to  the  importunities  of  so  many  per- 
sons, could  be  adequately  rewarded  by  a  salary 
of  $500  ?  Many  of  those  persons  were  ignorant, 
some  stupid,  and  not  a  few  like  children— led 
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about;  all  requiring  attention  and  kind  consider- 
ation; so  that  there  was  no  estimating  the  time 
and  trouble  that  had  to  be  besiowed  on  them.  He 
did  not  think  even  |1,500  salary  would  be  more 
than  sufficient  for  the  duty  required  at  such  an 
agency  as  that  at  Nashville. 

Mr.  BATES  asked  that  the  pending  amend- 
ment (that  submitted  by  the  Senator  from  Ohio, 
Mr.  Allek)  be  read. 

It  was  read,  as  follows: 

Preriied,  That  ttaii  act  •liall  not  be  conatrupd  to  extend 
to  any  pentiiori  agent  who  may  be,  or  who  nmy  become,  an 
officer,  agent,  or  atloniey  lor,  or  a  direclor  or  a  stopkliold«r 
in,  any  hank,  or  corporation  havini;  banking  pnwuni,  or  to 
any  bank,  or  corporalion  having  bankinn  powers,  which 
may  b«,  or  may  become,  such  peu^iun  agent. 

Mr.  BATES  observed  that  it  seemed  to  him 
the  amendment  was  not  necessary  even  to  attain 
the  object  the  Senator  who  moveii  it  had  in  view; 
for,  as  the  bill  stood,  without  that  amendment, 
the  Secretary  of  War  would  not  make  any  com- 
pensation to  banks  acting  as  agents,  when  he 
considered  the  use  of  the  Government  mon^y 
afforded  them  sufficient  compensation. 

Mr.  ALLEN  remarked,  tliatas  the  banks  never 
had  received  any  direct  compensation  for  acting 
as  pensiort  agents,  they  would  not  be  worse  off 
than  before,  should  tiie  amendment  be  adopted. 
Mow,  there  wna  a  great  difference  between  banks 
and  individuals  acting  as  agents.  It  is  the  busi- 
ness of  banks  to  pay  out  money,  and  they  keep 
their  clerks  and  tellers  for  that  purpose;  there- 
fore, a  few'  additional  payments  made  daily  by 
those  officers,  added  very  little  to  their  labor;  but 
an  individual  acting  as  pension  agent  would  be 
differently  circumstanced.  It  might  be  a  very 
great  inconvenience  anil  detrimMit  to  the  busi- 
ness of  an  individual  to  leave  his  own  affairs, 
ond  attend  to  an  office  exclusively  set  apart  for 
paying  pensioners.  The  banks  already  transact 
the  business  for  the  use  of  the  money,  without 
other  eomiienaation.  They  would  not  be  worse 
off,  should  the  amendment  prevail.  If  it  did  not 
prevail,  they  would  have  not  qnly  their  gains  by 
the  use  of  the  money,  but  the  full  salary  allowed 
by  the  bill.    His  object  was  to  prevent  tliis. 

Mr.  SIMMONS  inquired  if  the  amendment 
would  not  render  the  stockholders  of  any  bank, 
and  the  counsel  employed  by  any  bank,  ineligible 
to  act  as  pension  agent  ? 

Mr.  ALLEN  replied  that  if  the  amendnpent 
was  adopted,  no  bank  could  bepmploy«:d  as  pen- 
sion agent  at  a  salary,  nor  could  any  officer  of  a 
bank,  or  stockholder.  But  banks  might  be  made 
agents,  as  they  are  now,  without  other  compen- 
sation than  that  which  they  derived  from  the  use 
of  the  public  money  placed  with  thcin  on  deposit 
to  pay  pensions. 

Mr.  SIMMONS  suggested  that  it  might  so 
happen  that  an  agent  appointed  in  Ohio  to  pay 
the  pensioners  in  that  State,  would  turn  out  to  be 
a  stockholder  in  some  bank  in  New  York;  and 
although  there  was  no  bank  in  Ohio  which  could 
be  influenced  or  benefited  by  his  agency,  he  would 
be  ineligible  to  hold  the  office  if  this  amendment 
prevailed. 

Mr.  ALLEN  remarked  that  the  object  was  to 
cut  off  the  possibility  of  banks  resorting  to  any 
indirect  means  of  obtaining  the  salary  in  addition 
to  their  present  emoluments  from  the  use  of  the 
money.'  If  the  proviso  were  not  so  worded  as  to 
exclude  stockholders,  a  bank  might  say,  we  will 
cause  one  of  our  stockholders  to  be  appointed 
pension  agent,  and  then  we  will  have  both  the 
salary  and  ihe  money  on  deposit.  Now,  he  wanted 
the  banks  to  be  left  just  as  they  are  now — with 
no  other  compensation  than  what  they  have  fur 
acting  as  pension  agents.  It  has  proved  a  profit- 
able business  to  them,  or  they  would  not  be  so 
anxious  to  have  deposits  of  the  public  money. 
The  Senator  seemed  to  think  no  one  could  be  a 
respectable  man  that  was  not  a  stockholder  in 
some  bank.  He  could  tell  the  Senator  public  sen- 
timent was  much  changed  about  banks,  and  that 
change  would  continue  still  more  to  their  disad- 
vantage, till  it  would  be  no  longer  respectable  for 
anjr  man  to  have  anything  to  do  with  such  insti- 
tutions. 

Mr.  SIMMONS  did  not  say  that  no  man  could 
be  respectable  that  was  not  a  stockholder  in  a 
bank;  whaihe'did  say  was,  that  a  stockholder  in 
a  bank  might  be  a  most  respectable  person,  well 
qualified  to  act  as  pension  agent;  and  that  he  ought 
not  to  be  excluded  from  such  an  appointment 


merely  on  account  of  his  holding  stock  in  a  bank, 
lie  trusted  the  amendment  would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  ALLEN  contended  that  the  amendment 
would  leave  the  relation  between  the  Government 
and  the  banks  just  as  it  was  before.  He  did  not 
mean  to  say  that  every  man  connected  with  banks 
should  be  disqualified;  but  that  the  banks  them- 
selves should  not  be  allow^  by  any  contrivance 
to  increase  the  emoluments  they  already  derive 
by  actiiie  as  pension  agents. 

Mr.  SIMMONS  observed  that  the  Senator  was 
right  as  to  the  banks  being  left  on  the  same  foot- 
ing which  they  stand  upon  at  present.  Bat  his 
amendment  precludes  the  selection  of  any  man 
who  is  a  stockholder  in  a  bank,  even  when  his 
agency  would  be  far  removed  from  any  connec- 
tion with  a  bank. 

Mr.  DAYTO.N  asked  if  he  understood  the  Sen- 
ator from  New  Hampshire  to  say  that  nine  tenths 
of  the  business  of  pension  agencies  had  been  car- 
ried on  by  banks?  If  so,  by  adopting  this  amend- 
ment, the  whole  system  of  the  Government,  in 
that  respect,  would  be  upset;  and  some  entin-ly 
new  arrangement  would  have  to  be  adopted.  But 
he  really  did  not  see  that  the  object  of  the  Senator 
from  Ohio  would  at  last  be  accomplished.  A 
bank  desiring  the  deposit  would  have  but  to  say, 
let  such  a  person  be  appointed  agent,  and  he  will 
make  the  deposit  here,  and  everything  will  goon 
as  before. 

M  r.  WOODBURY  replied ,  that  heretofore  I  here 
had  been  such  a  competition  between  banks  to 
become  pension  agents,  that  nine  tenths  of  the 
business  fell  into  their  hands.  He  did  not  under- 
stand the  amendment  as  intended  to  prevent  the 
arrangement  bein»  continued  when  preferred  by 
the  Secretary  of  War.  Its  object  was  only  to 
prevent  banks  getting  the  benefit  of  this  bill  in 
addition  to  that  which  they  already  derived  from 
the  use  of  the  money. 

Mr.  BATES  said  he  had  been  informed  by  the 
Commissioner  of  Pensions  that,  at  times,  he  ex- 
perienced extreme  difficulty  in  obtaining  agents 
to  make  the  necessary  payments  to  pensioners. 
Several  communications  had  been  addressed  to 
the  Senate,  from  persons  acting  as  pension  agents, 
and  also  from  others,  pointing  out  the  inconve- 
niences experienced  by  pensioners  in  different 
sections  of  the  country  for  want  of  Government 
agents  to  transact  business  with  pensioners. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  inquired  if  those  commu- 
nications came  from  presidents  of  banks? 

Mr.  BATES  had  nut  inquired.  He  asked  the 
Senator  from  New  Hampsliire,  how  long  before 
the  money  had  to  be  paid  to  the  pensioners,  were 
the  deposits  left  in  the  hands  of  the  banks  when 
they  formed  nine  tenths  of  iKe  agencies  employed  ? 

Mr.  WOODBURY  replied  that  the  Treasury 
Department  remitted  the  money  upon  the  requi- 
sition of  the  Secretary  of  War.  It  was  he  who 
made  the  arrangements  with  the  banks. 

Mr.  BATES  asked,  was  it  not  within  the  Sen- 
ator's knowledge  insome  way  or  other,  how  long 
the  banks  usnaTly  hnd  the  use  of  the  money? 

Mr.WOODBURY  replied  that  upon  occasions, 
when  he  was  in  the  office  of  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  in  which  it  happened  that  it  was  in- 
convenient  to  take  so  much  from  the  Treasury, 
he  had  spoken  with  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the 
subject,  and  learned  that,  by  the  arrangement 
with  some  of  the  banks,  the  remittance  of  money 
was  to  be  made  six  months  before  the  payment 
was  required.  In  some  instances,  the  deposits 
were  made  subject  to  the  order  of  the  Treasury, 
and  somi-times  to  the  credit  of  the  agency. 

Mr  BAGBY  said  he  was  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment, but  was  not  quite  clear  that  it  did  not  go 
too  far  in  excluding  stockholders.  He  should 
therefore  move  to  strike  out  the  work  "  stock- 
holders." 

Mr.  BAYARD  inquired  if  the  bill,  without  any 
amendment,  did  not  leave  it  discretionary  with 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  employ  banks  as  agents; 
and  if  he  did,  to  decide  whether  the  use  of  the 
money  deposited  with  them  gave  compensation 
enough  or  not?  If  the  use  of  a  large  sum  of 
money  was  considered  by  him  as  sufficient  com- 
pensation, he  would,  as  a  matter  of  course,  not 
make  any  further  allowance.  If  the  sum  was  only 
small,  and  the  use  of  it  not  sufficient  compensa- 
tion, he  could  estimate  how  far  it  did  compensate; 
and,  if  .more  allowance  was  necessary,  he  had  the 
discretion  to  make  it.  There  could  be  no  neces- 
sity, therefore,  for  the  amendment. 


Mr.  BUCHANAN  wished  to  know  from  the 

Senator  from  Rhode  Island,  who  paid  the  $ljOO& 

year  to  the  person  acting  as  pension  agent  in  that 

1.  Slate?  because,  if  the  Secretary  of  War  had  au- 

;|  thority  to  appoint  and  pay  an  agent,  then  there 

could  be  no  occasion  for  this  bill  at  all. 
II  Mr.  SUMMONS  replied,  that  when  the  bank 
then  had  Government  deposits,  which  made  the 
agency  of  some  consequence,  they  appoiiitid  this 
person ,  at  a  salary  of  f800,  to  transact  the  agency ; 
but  even  after,  when  it  was  a  loss  to  them,  they 
continui'd  the  asency  at  that  salary. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  remarked  that  there  were 
several  cases  in  which  the  agency  had  been  so 
rontinucd  uft'-r  the  Government  deposits  were 
witlidruwn.  If  no  bunks  could  be  found  to  trana- 
act  the  agency  as  heretofore,  or  it  was  necessary 
to  pay  them  in  order  to  get  the  business  done,  he 
would  be  willine  to  go  against  the  amendment; 
but  he  believed  the  competition  of  the  banks  would 
leave  the  same  opportunity  of  employing  tin-m 
as  heretofore;  and  that  the  amendment  should 
therefore  prevail,  to  effect  the  object  which  the 
Senator  from  Ohio  had  in  view. 

Mr.  SIMMONS  remarked  that  the  bank  in 
Rhode  Island  complained  that  it  could  no  longer 
be  at  the  expense  of  (800  to  keep  up  the  pension 
agency. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  considered  the  whole  ques- 
tion in  a  nut-shell.  All  seemed  to  be  willine  to  ' 
employ  individual  agents,  and  pay  them  furtncir 
services.  No  one  seemed  desirous  of  paying 
banks,  which,  by  deposits,  make  far  more  money 
than  the  salaries  allowed  by  the  bill.  Now, there 
wasone  thing  certain,  that,  if  the  bill  was  passed, 
any  bank  acting  as  a'ent  would«  in  addition  to 
the  emoluments  from  deposits,  receive  the  |1,(I00 
salary.  He  was  not  less  disposed  than  the  Sen- 
ator from  Di-lawarc  to  give  his  confidence  to  the 
firesent  Secretary  of  Waii>,  but  did  anybody  ever 
lear  of  a  discretionery  power  being  given  by  an 
act  of  Congress  to  go  up  to  a  certain  salary,  that 
it  was  not  acted  upon  to  the  full  extent?  He  cited 
the  case  of  the  diplomatic  salaries,  which  it  was 
said  should  not  each  exceed  ^,f)00  for  the  first 
class,  and  |9,000  outfit;  but  did  any  one  ever 
hear  of  any  minister  being  paid  only  (8,000,  or 
even  »8,999  ?  The  effect  of  the  bill  would  be  to 
pay  the  utmost  salary  which  it  allowed,  in  all  in- 
stances, to  banks  as  well  as  to  individuals  em- 
ployed as  pension  agents. 

Mr.  BATES  remarked  that  the  compensation 
cannot  exceed  two  per  cent,  on  the  funds  dis- 
bursed; but  if  the  percentage  goes  beyond  the 
sum'namcd  as  salary,  the  compensation  is  to  stop 
at  that  sum. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  understood  that.  But  to 
the  banks,  two  per  cent,  would  go_f«r  beyond 
(1,000.  WhaMoever  extent  of  allowance  the  bill 
permits,  that  will  be  the  minimum  allowance. 
Once  the  authority  is  given,  the  banks  can  easily 
refuse  to  take  the  agency,  unless  they  are  made 
the  full  compensation  authorized  by  the  bill. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  explained  a  difference  (as 
to  the  mode  of  ascertaining  the  number  of  pen- 
sioners ill  each  Stale)  between  him  and  the  Sen- 
ator from  Delaware;  showing  that  the  actual  num- 
ber was  best  known  by  the  payments  made. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  called  for  tUe  yeas  and  nays OD 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  FOSTER  inquired  of  the  Chair  what  ws» 
the  then  condition  of  the  bill  ? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER  replied  that  it 
was  in  Committee  of  ine  Whole  for  amendment, 
the  question  pending  being  on  the  amendment  of 
the  Senator  from  Alabama,  [Mr.  Bagby,]  to  strike 
out  the  word  "stockholder"  from  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  [Mr. 
Allch.] 

As  Mr.  Tappan's  call  for  the  yeas  and  nsys 
was  not  intended  to  apply  to  the  amendment  to 
the  amendment,  the  question  was  taken  on  Mr. 
Bagbv's  motion  to  strike  out  the  word  "  stock- 
holders;" and  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  Mr.  Allek's 
amendment  as  amended,  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
ordered,  and  resulted— yeas  15,  nays  15;  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS— Mere™.  Allen,  Atchison,  Atherton.  Bsiby,  B«»- 
lon,  Breese,  Buchanan,  Fairfield,  Hannf^n,  Ilaywood, 
King.  Scmple,  Tappan,  Woodbury,  and  WiishI— I."*- 

NAYS— .Messrs.  Arclier,  Barrow,  Balea.  Bayard,  ChMt', 
Clayton,  Dayton, Kvana,  Foiier,  Ftancis,HunUintoii,MiB- 
guin.  Miller,  Siuimona,  and  White— li. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 
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Mr.  II  WWOOD  iciicwcd  his  motion  to  Blrikc 
cm  "f  1,000, "nnii  inwn  "  J50()"  salary. 

Mr.  ATCHISON  cnlly-d  for  the  yean  und  nays; 
wliioli  were  tiiderid. 

'fnf  qiuMiion  was  tlipii  taken  on  Mr.  Hat- 
w«od'8  iiiiitioii;  uniJ  drcidid  in  the  negative — 
y«HN  ]-t,  nuyK  j(j;  nn  Odtowd: 

Vt.A-4— Mf«-r-'.  A'Jfii.  Ati-lii^ittt.  Alh'^rmn.  nnilon, 
Itr<-('M',  Uu<*li]m:Mi.  F.iiitii'lil,  Ihditii-snii,  (tivwiMWI,  King, 
Bt;liit*l*'. 'rH|i|t.lii,  W'immIi'H'V.  .iMii  Wri^lil — H. 

NAVd— M'-^rs.  ArHii-r,  ll.ijhj.  Il.irniw,  ltate«,  DavanI, 
t'lioal,-,  IJl:i>-t'ttt,  1>  1)1.111.  Ev.iii*,  Kit.^ltT.  Krilnei-*,  lluut 
itigioii,  Muii^utii,  MiUufy  9iiuiiiiMii<,  ai:tl  White — lt>. 

S«  tlic  nnviKlment  w«s  rejected. 

Tlie  bill  was  tlicn  reporti'd  hack  to  the  S'^nnte; 
and  llie  ijiiesiion  wu;>  |>ul  on  ordering  tlic  bill  to 
be  e»j;ro:*sed  for  u  th'trd  n-adiiiif. 

On  this  ()iiesti(in  .\lr.  .\LLIiN  demanded  the 
yens  and  iiaya;  which  wiTe  oidered;  and  bem; 
L'lken,  resulted  in  the  airuinative-yeas  17,  nays 
i2;  as  follows: 

VEA.S — .Mcli!,?!*.  Archer,  Hnghy,  lliirntw,  ltaie!>,  Bayaril, 
Chujic,  Cta>l»ii,  U.iyloii.  Cv-ali>,  t'osier,  Kraiicis,  IJ«'Milvr- 
fan.  Knie,  ,Mmt»inu,  Milter,  Siiuinoa.^,  niiil  While— 17. 

N.\V8 — .Me-u^m.  .Allen,  .Atehti.oa,  Athertnii,  Itciitott, 
Bri*e.M;,  Uuehaaaii,  F-urtielil,  ilauue^ait,  lljyvviMiil,  tieiu- 
plv, 'r.ii>jian,aa(I  WnjjUt— !:!■ 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  (o  be  engrossed  for  n 
tliird  rOudlii». 

EXECUTIVE  COMMl'NICATIiiN. 

The  PRE-SlbUNG  OFFICKR  r<ad  a  commu- 
nic'iiion  from  the  President  of  the  United  Siuies, 
iiiclusin:;  u  letter  fr<iin  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, subiiiiiriii^  u  report  of  liie  Coinniissioiier  of  ! 
the  Land  Olli>'e,  with  nccom|iBnyiiig  papers,  in    ' 
compliance  Willi  the  resulniion  of  the   Senate,   ; 
showing  the  unauiboriZ(.d    fees  of  certain  land 
oflieers. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ATCHISON,  the  report  was 
ordered  l<>  be  priiitl^d. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MILLER,  the  Senate  ad- 
iounied, 

IN  SENATE. 
WcDMEsDAT,  FebrwHTi  21,  1844. 

Mr.  SEVIER  presented  a  memorial  from  sun- 
dry citizens  of  Arkansas,  praying  for  the  estab- 
lisliment  of  Fort  Wayrte;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Coniiniitec  on  Miliiary  Affairs. 

Mr.  STURGEON  presented  a  petition  from 
citizens  of  Crawford  county,  Pennsylvania,  ask- 
ing a  redticlion  of  the  raie.i  of  postage,  anil  that 
newspapers  may  be  allowed  ioro  free  of  postage 
to  all  parta  of  the  county;  which  was  referred  to 
tlie  Cummillec  on  the  Post  Otiice  and  Post  Roads. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTGE.S. 

Mr.  EVA  NS,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
reported  back,  without  amendment,  the  bill  to 
authorize  the  payment  of  cqnitaide  commissions 
to  the  agents  or  attorneys  of  ptTsons  in  whose 
favor  awards  have  been  made  under  three  several 
treaties  between  the  United  States  and  certain 
foreign  Powers,  which  awards  have  been  retained 
in  the  Treasury  in  [«yment  of  debts  due  to  the 
United  States. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  had 
been  referred  nume«ous  memorials  upon  the  sub- 
ject, reported  a  bill  providing  for  the  remission  of 
duty  on  railroad  iron;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  from  the  committee  on 
Miliiary  Affairs,  to  which  had  been  recommitted 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mark  Sympson,  reported 
the  same  back,  without  amendment,  and  with  a 
recommendation  that  it  do  not  pass, 

SLAVE.  TRADE. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr. 
AacHEB  yesterday,  was  taken  up,  and  agreed 
to: 

Rtnleel,  That  the  Frmiilent  he  requnstrd  to  commnni 
eaie  to  Congrew,  oa  far  u  he  cna^ider-  conMitient  wiili  the 
public  interej^t,  any  infnrniininn  which  luity  have  readied  | 
Ute  Govenmient,  fnim  ilv  accredited  afeiils,  teiidiaK  to 
•bow  any  ube  id*  the  Ha^  of  the  United  f^taten,  in  itub.-ervi-  ' 
ence  to  the  African  i^lavi>  iniile,  and  ill  violaltun  oflhe  lutvji  j 
or  policy  of  the  t^overntnent.     Alfo,  any  eorreyjmndeuce 
which  may  have  talten  place  between  tliiii  Gi>veniinenland  I 
the  miniKler  of  Portugal  in  relation  to  ihe  tukitis  away  of 
•laves,  the  properly  of  Portiiptiesie  5ubj<-clB,  from  llie  terri- 
tories of  that  Power,  in  veauel*  owned  or  employed  by  ciU- 
XCM  oriil«  United  Stales. 

DEFENSE  OF  MOBILE. 

The  following  resolution,  subinittetl  by  Mr. 


Ba<;bv  yesterday,  was  luUen  u));  and,  nl"tcr  a 
few  remarks  enforcing  the  necessity  of  tis  passage, 
was  adopted: 

Jtc*f)'fei,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  he  laftructM  to 
en«Mi  a  ftarvi-yaiidextitnntotoliemaileof  the  pin^'ltrnbiHly 
and  eitwiise  of  frrcliiix  a  fortiliealion  oa  the  eai<t  Kide  of 
lla-iphin  Islaihl.  adequate  to  tlie  deletivc  of  the  city  and 
iLirlnir  ofM.>liil,s 

A-»ie.VDMK.Vr  OF  THE  CON.STITUTIO.V. 

The  joint  resolution  inlroduced  by  Mr.  Tap- 
pan  yesterday,  proposing  to  amend  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  80  as  to  limit  the  term 
of  office  of  the  judges  of  the  sufMcmeantl  inferior 
coiiits  of  the  United  Stuti-s,  po  as  to  make  them 
elligible  for  seven  years  or  during  good  behavior, 
wa:4  read  the  second  lime;  and. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  T.\PP.AN,  made  the  special 
order  of  the  day  for  the  second  day  of  March 
iie.Kt. 

HEIItS    OP   GEORGE    GATES. 

The  atlverse  report  of  the  Committee  on  Rev- 
olutionary Claims,  in  the  case  of  the  heirs  of 
George  Gates,  was  taken  up;  and. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ARCHER,  laid  on  the  tabic. 

CONSULAR  SVSTEM. 

Mr.  SE.MPLE,  on  leave,  introduced  n  bill  to 
remodel  the  c.onsuiar system  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  S.  remarked,  on'inlrodncing  the  bill,  that 
he  had  tielayed  the  introduction  of  it  longer  than 
he  had  intended  at  the  time  he  gave  notice  of  his 
iiiteniioii  to  submit  such  a  bill.  The  delay  was 
owin'.;,  in  sotrtc  measure,  to  the  want  of  informa- 
tion as  lo  tlie  present  actual  situation  of  our  con- 
Hularestablishmetit;  information  whidi  was  called 
for  by  a  resiilution  adopted  by  the  Senate  at  his 
instance  si-mc  time  ago.  A  response  had  not  yet 
been  'made  to  that  resolution.  The  consequence 
was,  that  he  was  compelled  to  leave  two  important 
omissions  or  blanks  in  the  first  section  of  the  bill 
— that  was,  I  he  number  of  consuls  to  be  supported, 
and  the  compensation  they  were  to  receive.  The 
itiforinaiiim  desired  would,  in  all  probability,  be 
furnished  In  a  week  or  ten  days,  when  the  blanks 
could  be  filled.  He  thought  it  most  advisable,  in 
the  mean  lime,  to  iniroiluce  the  bill,  to  have  it 
printed  and  published  to  the  country,  and  to  delay 
action  upon  it  until  Senators  had  had  sufficient 
lime  to  examine  the  subject  Ihoroiighly,  that  they 
might  suggest  such  alterations  and  amendments 
ns  would  lend  lo  make  the  bill  more  perfect.  As 
the  shipping  merchants  are  more  interested  in  a 
reform  of  the  consular  system  than  any  other 
portion  of  the  community,  Mr.  S.  suggested  the 
propriety  of  printing  an  extra  number  of  the  bill 
for  distribution  to  those  more  immediately  inter- 
ested in  the  subject — the  merchants.  There  might 
be  some  among  them  who  would  feel  sufficient 
interest  in  the  subject  to  sugs^est  alterations  in 
the  present  system.  They  (the  Senate)  had  re- 
cently received  a  memorial  from  the  Board  of 
Commerce  of  New  York,  praying  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  consuls  in  China,  to  be  paid  by  regular 
salaries  instead  of  fees,  and  prohibiied  from  en- 
gaging in  commerce.  He  agreed  in  opinion  with 
thai  board;  and  it  would  be  seen  that  the  bill  pro- 
vided for  the  very  thing  asked  for.  In  making 
laws  for  the  regulation  of  our  foreign  commerce, 
he  was  decidedly  of  the  opinion  Uiat  the  sug- 
gestions of  the  merchants  engaged  in  such  com- 
merce should  have  great  weight  with  Congress. 
The  greater  part  of  the  bill  was  nothing  more 
than  acolleclion  oflhe  existing  laws  forming  and 
regulating  the  consular  establishment,  comuined 
with  the  instructions  given  lo  the  consuls  by 
the  Secretary  of  Stale,  with  some  trifling  altera- 
tions, which  he  woultl  lake  occasion  to  explain 
when  the  bill  came  up  for  consideration.  He 
would  also  take  occasion,  at  the  proper  lime,  to 
urge  upon  the  consideration  of  the  Senate  the 
reasons  which  induced  him  to  wish  the  adoption 
of  the  important  changes  proposed  by  the  bill — 
changes  which  he  thought  susceptible  of  demon- 
stration; that,  while  they  would  add  little  or  noth- 
ing to  the  net  expenses  of  the  system,  would  be 
well  calculated  (o  increase  the  commerce  and 
wealth  of  the  country — by  affording  more  ample 
protection  to  ourenlerprisingmerchants.  It  would 
add  to  the  honor  and*  credit  of  the  country,  by 
giving,  as  consuls,  men  well  qualified  and  well 
disposed  to  represent  the  Government, 'knd  lo 
make  the  consular  agents  what  they  should  be — 
agents  of  the  Government  to  administer  impartial 


protection  to  nil;  instead  of  being  rivals  in  trade 
— rivals  who  often  undermine  and  destroy  the 
interests  of  the  American  merchant,  instead  of 
protectine  and  foslcrinsr  them. 

The  bill  was  then  read,  and  ordered  lobeprinN 
ed;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  SE-MPLE,  five  hnn- 
drid  copies  extra  were  ordered  lo  be  printed  for 
distribution. 

ALEXANDER  S.  MACKENZIE. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  TAPPAN,  it  was 
Retotced.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  directed  to 
report  to  Ihe  S^-nale  a  copy'of  the  priKreedinfrf  of  the  court* 
of  iui|iiiry  in  the  c.lbe  of  Alexander  Slidcll  Mackenxic.     ■ 

B,  P.  SMITH. 
The  adverse  report  of  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, in  the  case  of  B.  P.  Smith,  was  concurred 
in  by  the  Senate. 

GB'iRGE  DAVENPORT. 

Anengrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Geofge  Dav- 
enport, nt  Rock  Island,  in  the  Slate  of  Illinois, 
wos  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

LAND  CLAIMS  IN  MISSISSIPPI. 

An  engrossed  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  confirm 
and  survey  the  location  of  claims  lo  land  in  the 
State  of  \li8sissippi,  east  of  Pearl  river  and  south 
of  31^^  of  north  latitude,"  was  taken  up,  read  the 
third  lime,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WOODBURY,  at  the  solici- 
tation of  Mr.  Hatwood,  the  vole  on  its  passage 
was  reconsidered,  lo  enable  that  Senator  to  point 
out  some  objections  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  MAY  WOOD  said  these  bounty  bills  were 
not  readily  utidersiood;  and  to  judge  by  the  facil- 
ity with  which  they  passed,  he  feared  they  were 
not  enough  caied  for.  W  iiliout  professing  an  in- 
timate acquaintance  with  the  subject  of  our  land 
laws,  he  had  yet  fell  it  a  duty  to  look  into  it  when- 
ever such  bills  were  proposed.  He  had  no  partic- 
ular prejudices  nor  partialities  about  this  one,  but 
he  had  learned  enough  about  it  lo  be  satisfied  that 
it  ought  not  to  pass;  and  his  duty  to  make  that 
known  to  the  Senate  could  not  be  compromised. 

Mr.  II.  said  that  all  the  "  claims"  referred  to 
in  this  bill  were  gifts,  donations,  gratuities,  from 
the  United  Slates  to  seltlers  who  were  in  posaes- 
sig^n  on  that  part  of  Mississippi  south  ofSlO  north 
laiitude  when  Spain  ceded  lo  the  United  Slates, 
Thhl  if  this  were  not  the  casewiih  all,  as  he  be- 
lieved the  fact  lo  be,  it  was  certainly  true  as  to  a 
larger  part  of  them. 

These  settlers  were  introduced  into  oar  family 
along  with  the  territory;  and  they  Iwsought  tha 
Government  to  allow  them  their  possessions,  lo 
let  them  keep  their  homes;  alleging  tiiat  the  Gov- 
ernment from  which  the  United  States  had  de- 
rived title  would  have  done  so.  Upon  these  ap- 
peals being  made  to  the  humanity  of  the  United 
Slates,  Congress  did  give  to  the  settlers  their 
homes,  by  passing  laws  declaring  that  the  United 
Stales  relinquished  lo  Ihem  the  places  or  settle- 
ments they  occupied,  and  appointed  commission- 
ers to  adjudicate  their  claims.  Congress  did  not 
give  loeach  claimant  six  hundred  and  forty  acres. 
They  gave  to  each  settler  his  possession,  his  im- 
provements, iScc,  not  to  exceed  six  hundred  and 
forty  acres.  To  escape  all  appearance  of  future 
liability,  they  only  relinquished.  These  settler* 
were  all  south  of  31<^  of  laiitude.  The  Indians 
then  had  title  and  possession  north  of  that  lati- 
tude. 

What  next  ?  Congress  had  parsed  laws  ap- 
pointing commissioners  toadjudicate  those  claims 
to  selilemenu  "  south  of  31°  of  north  latitude." 
Those  commissioners  sat  at  the  expense  of  the 
nation,  and  reported  the  identical  claims  referred 
to  in  the  bill  then  before  the  Senate.  Congress 
confirmed  these  reporu,  and  ordered  surveys  to 
be  made,  and  the  donations  to  be  laid  off  accord- 
ing to  law  and  the  established  rules  of  the  Land 
Office.  The  surveyor  had,  it  seemed,  proceeded 
to  make  the  survey,  ;ind  the  claimants  were  in 
possession,  as  they  have  been  ever  since — for 
some  ten  or  fifteen  years,  or  more;  but  these  sur- 
veys were  not  made  in  proper  form ;  some  incon- 
sistency in  the  law  and  the  rules  of  the  Land 
Office  had  interposed  obstacles  to  the  issuing  of 
grants. 

Mr.  H.  proceeded  to  explain  these  defects  at 
some  length,  but  said  that  it  did  not  matter  what 
the  formal  defect  was,  the  claimants  were  welcome 
to  have  them  confirmed.    He  did  not  object;  no- 
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body  objected  to  that;  that  if  they  were  satisfied 
to  have  the  surveys  stand  as  they  were,  the  Sen- 
ator from  Mississippi  [Mr.  Henderson]  had  as- 
signed a  good  reason  why  the  Senate  should  not 
object  to  that,  which  was,  that  the  lands  south  of 
3  lo  or  latitude  were  so  sand  y  and  sterile  that  they 
were  not  worth  the  cost  of  a  resurvey. 

But  this  object  was  fully  answered  by  the  first 
and  second  sections  of  the  bill.  Why  had  the 
third  and  fourth  sections,  particularly  the  proviso 
to  the  latter,  been  inserted  ?  If  it  was  a  mistake, 
it  should  be  corrected.  If  done  on  purpose,  that 
|iurpose  should  be  explained,  and  the  Senate  could 
act  with  open  eyes.  The  third  section  of  the  bill 
provided  that  wljere  the  survey  does  not  contain 
six  hundred  and  forty  acres  net,  for  the  deficiency 
a  new  warrant  should  issue.  Now  that  was  a 
new  gift,  for  which  there  was  neither  justice  nor 
equity.  It  could  not  be  pretended  that  because 
the  United  States  "  donated  "  to  settlers  their 
homes,  nyt  exceeding  six  hundred  and  forty  acres, 
that  where  it  turned  out  the  settlers  were  too  thick 
to  get  the  full  complement  of  six  hundred  and 
forty  acres,  that  therefore  they  had  a  claim  upon 
this  Government  for  the  deficiency — that  such  a 
proposition  was  absurd.  He  believed  the  Senate 
did  not  see  this  purpose  when  they  ordered  the 
bill  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  H.  said  that,  however  bad  it  was,  that  was 
not  the  worst  part  of  this  bill.  The  new  gift  for 
the  deficiency  was  to  become  a  float-warrant,  to 
be  located  any  where  in  the  land  district — not  below 
the  thirty-first  degree  of  latitude,  where  the  lands 
were  "so  sterile  and  sandy  as  not  to  be  worth 
surveying" — but  anywhere  in  the  Augusta  land 
district;  and  that  in  that  district  there  were,  and 
would  soon  be,  the  best  lands  in  Mississippi, 
"subject  to  entry;"  and  that,  of  course,  tney 
would  be  liable  to  be  taken  up  by  these  new  dona- 
tive floats. 

But  it  was  worse  yet.  All  settlers  heretofore, 
where  their  claims  or  possessions  lapped,  bad 
been  obliged  to  divide  the  lap — each  one  taking  but 
half  of  what  both  surveys  covered.  This  was  the 
general  law — the  established  land  law  and  practice 
of  the  Land  Oflice.  Yet  the  fourth  section  of  this 
bill  contained  a  provision  authorizing  either  of 
them,  "  belowthethirty-firstdegrceof  latrtude," 
to  relinquish  his  whole  survey:— to  abandon  hgf 
■ix  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  "  sterilp,  sandy 
soil" — and  take  a  new  warrant,  (aland  float,  they 
called  it,)  to  be  located  anywhere  in  the  land  dis- 
trict— viz:  to  be  located  upon  the  rich  and  valua- 
ble fresh  lands  of  Mississippi  north  of  (he  thirty- 
first  degree  oC  latitude,  which  either  were  in  mar- 
ket or  would  soon  be  open  for  entry. 

Against  this  he  protested.  He  would  continue 
to  resist  such  measures.  Fie  repeated,  that  he 
felt  as  ready  as  any  man  to  coufirm  the  past  bounty 
of  the  Government;  but  there  was  not  the  shadow 
of  a  claim  to  the  privilogua  and  pretenses  set  up 
in  the  third  and  fourth  sections. 

The  "settlers" — the  "poor  sctilers" — had  been 
quieted  in  their  possessions  fifteen  or  twenty  years 
ago.  Judging  by  experience  and  observation  in 
like  cases,  it  was  probable  these  settlers  had  long 
since  sold  out  for  a  trifle  their  e/iancrs  for  "  defi- 
ciencies," to  another  class  of  gentlemen  called 
speculators,  and  they  would  be  more  benefited  by 
this  bill  than  any  one  else.  That,  however,  was 
onlyo  conjecture.  That,  whether  settlers  or  spe- 
culators, they  had  no  sort  of  claim  to  a  new  do- 
nation in  another  and  richer  section  of  the  State 
of  Mississippi;  and  that  was  sufficient  to  convince 
the  Senate  that,  unless  this  bill  is  amended,  it 
ought  not  10  pass.  Mr.  H.  said  he  had  presented 
the  facts  as  he  had  found  them  to  be  upon  inves- 
tigation. The  Senate  now  knew  them.  His  duty 
Wasdischarged.  Lettlie  Scnatedoos  they  pleased, 
and  he  was  contented.  He  would  say  no  more 
at  present. 

Mr.  HENDERSON  replied  at  much  length, 
contending  that  the  bill  was  not  liable  to  the  ob- 
jections urged  by  the  Senatpr  from  North  Caro- 
lina. He  maintained  that  the  settlers  there  pos- 
sessed grants  under  Spain  before  that  country 
belonged  to  the  United  Slates;  but  when  the  law 
of  1813  was  passed,  permitting  them  to  occupy 
each  a  quantity  not.  exceeding  six  hundred  and 
forty  acres,  they  abandoned  their  grants  under 
Spam,  because  they  found  it  easier  to  locate  under 
that  law  than  establish  their  original  grants.  The 
survey  then  made,  he  showed  by  maps  he  held 
in  his  hand,  were  ytty  irregular — some  claims 


overlapping  others;  that,  they  were  very  erro- 
neous. The  settlers,  however,  were  willing  to 
have  the  surveys  confirmed  so  as  to  secure  their 
titles.  This  bill  provided  for  their  confirmation; 
and,  at  the  same  time,  provided  that,  ifany  of  the 
claims  fall  short  to  an  amount  exceeding  forty 
acres,  the  claimants  shall  have  the  privilege  of 
localing  in  that  land  district  suflicient  to  make  up 
the  deficiency.  It  was  the  intention  of  the  law 
of  1813,  he  contended,  to  give  the  settlers  six 
hundred  and  forty  acres,  and  not  less.  The  ob- 
jection of  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina  as  to 
the  privilege  of  selecting  lands  anywhere  in  the 
district,  was  not  well  grounded.  The  privilege 
could  not  operate  as  a  float  to  cover  rich  lands 
below  31*^,  for  there  was  no  land  below  that  de- 
gree subject  to  sale  by  private  entry. 

Mr.  F'HELPS  remarked  that  he  had  not  had 
an  opportunity  to  examine  the  bill  critically;  and 
he  was  not  prepared  to  vote  for  it.  He  supposed 
there  were  other  gentlemen  in  the  same  predica- 
ment; and,  with  a  view  to  afford  an  opportunity 
for  an  examination  of  its  provisions,  he  moved 
to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HENDERSON  interposed  objections  to 
that  course.    But, 

Mr.  PH ELI'S  insisting  on  his  motion,  the 
question  was  put,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 
PENSION  AGENTS. 

Engrossed  bill  making  compensation  to  pen- 
sion agents  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 
OREGON. 

Mr.  SEMPLB  said  he  gave  notice  yesterday 
thai  he  would,  to-day,  call  up  the  resolution 
directing  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
give  notice  to  the  British  Government  for  the 
termination  of  (hat  provision  of  the  treaty  allow- 
ing a  joint  occupation  of  the  Oregon  Territory. 
But  since  that  time  he  had  been  inK>rmed  that  one 
of  the  honorable  Senators  from  Massachusetts 
desired  to  debate  the  tariflf  question.  Being  dis- 
posed to  accommodate,  in  every  manner  he  could, 
he  would  not  press  the  motion  he  indicated  yes- 
terday; but  would  waive  it  with  the  understand- 
ing that  it  should  be  taken  up  to-morrow. 

THE  TARIFF — THE  COMPROMISE  ACT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  the  Senate  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  the  resolution  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  for  the  indefinite  postpone- 
ment of  the  bill  introduced  by  Mr.  McDdpfie, 
to  reduce  the  rates  of  duties  under  the  present 
tariff"  to  the  standard  of  the  compromise  act,  on 
the  ground  that  the  Senaic  had  no  constitutional 
right  to  originate  such  a  bill. 

Mr.  BATES  purposed  to  present  to  the  Sen- 
ate, in  us  brief  a  manner  as  possible,  his  views  of 
the  protective  syptem,  and  to  obviate,  as  far  as  in 
his  power  lay,  the  objections  urged  by  those  op- 
posed to  its  policy.  As  this  questiop  excited 
more  particular  attention  in  Massachusetts,  it 
would  be  deemed  discourteous  on  his  part  if  he 
suflered  it  to  pass  without  paying  to  it  his  re- 
spects. He  regretted  that  the  honorable  Senator 
from  New  Hampshire  could  not  conclude  his 
very  elaborate  speech,  which,  without  intention 
on  the  part  of  that  gentleman ,  was  both  deceptive 
and  illusive,  without  favoring  the  people  of  Mas- 
sachusetts with  an  admonition,  which  he  assured 
him  would,  from  that  people,  meet  all  the  respect 
to  which  it  was  entitled.  He  did  not  approve  of 
his  [Mr.  WooDBiTRv's]  taste  In  informing  the 
Senate  that  the  people  of  New  Hampshire  were 
patriotic,  energetic,  enlerprising,  and  had  shed 
their  blood  in  defense  of  their  country  during  the 
last  war.  This  had  no  connection  with  anything 
before  the  Senate;  but  if  it  was  intended  by  it  to 
convey  to  the  Scnale  that  Massachusetts  did  not 
do  likewise,  it  was  indeed  bad  in  (asic  and  spirit. 
What  facts  would  bear  out  the  latter  assumption .' 
None.  While  New  Hampshire  sent  into  the  field 
less  than  five  thousand  men,  Massachusetts  sent 
thirty-eight  thousand,  counting  each  time  every 
individual  who  was  engaged  in  action.  Massa- 
chusetts had, during  that  war, six  hundred  miles 
of  sea-coast  to  defend,  while  New  Hampshire  had 
not  more  than  ten  or  fifteen  miles.  As  to  the 
regular  army ,  New  Hampshire  supplied  one  regi- 
ment of  fifteen  hundred  men,  while  Massachu- 
setts sent  forth  six  thousand.  It  was  the  sailors 
of  Massachusetts  who  fought  the  "  Guerriere." 
It  was  ihe  sailors  of  Massachusetts  who  fought 
with  McDonough  on  Lake  Champlain.    So  far, 


then,  for  the  part  Massachusetts  took  in  that 
struggle.  But  if  the  statement  of  the  honorable 
Senator  was  only  intended  to  allude  to  a  differ- 
ence of  opinion  beiween  the  Governor  of  Massa 
cbusetts  and  the  President  of  the  United  Slates, 
he,  for  one,  could  not  highly  appreciate  the  mo- 
tives of  the  honorable  Senator  in  reviving  tlie 
subject. 

Mr.  B.  proceeded  to  pass  a  high  eulogium  on 
the  then  Governor,  than  whom  a  better  man  be 
never  knew. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  South  Carolina, 
passing  over  Delaware,  Pennsylvania,  New  Jer- 
sey, New  York,  and  scarcely  touching  at  Con- 
necticut, knocked  loudly  (not  to  say  rudely)  at 
the  door  of  Massachusetts,  fnd  branded  her  as  a 
robber  and  a  plunderer.  He  accused  her  of  hav- 
ing pocketed  his  money — the  fruits  of  his  earn- 
ings. Massachusetts  had  but  little  money;  but 
what  little  she  had  was  dug  from  the  haril  earth 
by  the  labor  of  her  hands,  or  fished,  amid  the 
perils  of  the  stormy  deep.  It  was  the  produce  of 
the  labor  of  her  women  and  children — the  fruits 
of  the  lamp-lit  toils  of  her  mechanics,  or  ihe  earn- 
ings of  her  sailors  from  zone  to  zone.  Whatlitde 
she  had  was  accounted  for  by  the  habits  of  in- 
dustry and  economy  of  her  children;  but  she  had 
not  sufficient  to  justify  the  assumption  that  she 
obtained  it  by  fraudulent  means — much  leas  such 
an  assumption  as  came  from  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina.  If  she  has  wealth,  how  has  she 
got  it.'  It  will  be  answered,  by  the  protective 
system — a  system  which  the  honorable  Senator 
dignifies  with  the  title  of  infernal.  Whether  in- 
fernal or  otherwise,  he  best  knows;  for  in  his  own 
State — in  South  Carolina — did  that  system  first 
originate.  If  a  monster,  it  was  one  engendered 
in  and  crawling  from  the  stagnant  pools  of  South 
Carolina,  and  bearing  the  palmetto  stamp.  Mr. 
B.  here  went  into  statistical  details,  showing  that 
the  acts  of  1816  and  1634,  which  increased  the 
duties  on  all  necessaries,  were  carried  by  the  open 
support  of  southern  members — many  articles,  un- 
der those  bills,  varying  ad  valorem  from  seventy- 
five  to  ninety  per  cent. — and  then  asked  who 
planted  the  minimum  of  those  acts.  Not  Massa- 
chusetts; for  outof  fourteen  Representatives, one 
only  could  be  found  to  vqte  for  the  bill  of  1824. 
That  act  was  considered  as  settling  the  policy  of 
the  Government;  and  investments  were  forthwith 
made  in  the  woolen  manufacture;  but  scarcely 
was  that  done,  when  an  act  of  Parliament  was 
passed  in  England  taking  away  a  great  portion 
of  the  benefit  destined  by  the  bill  of  1824  for  nur 
mnnufaclurea.  The  consequence  was,  in  1826 
and  1827,  those  who  had  sunk  their  capital  came 
to  Congress  asking  modifications  in  the  bill  of 
1824;  and  from  this,  the  measure  advocated  and 
passed  by  southern  members,  resulted  the  tariff. 
He  asked,  did  it  not  amount  to  the  supremacy  of 
assurance  to  denounce  Massachusetts  as  (he  ori- 
gin of  a  system  which  was  made  law  against  her 
will  and  desire  ? 

In  1834  he  differed  in  opinion  with  his  friends; 
but  when  the  war  ceased  in  Europe,  and  on  land 
and  sea  they  were  permitted,  by  a  general  peace, 
to  pursue  their  avocations  unmolested,  then  the 
harvest  of  our  carrying  trade  was  at  an  end. 
There  was  no  market  for  the  labor  of  our  popu- 
lation; and  it  became  imperatively  necessary  to 
enlarge  the  basis  of  industry,  and  to  slop  the  lide 
of  emigration  to  the  West,  which  was  carrying 
with  it  capital  of  men  and  nioney.  To  do  this, 
it  then  became  neces.»ary  to  esiablish  a  protective 
system;  and  that  it  was  productive  of  the  moat 
beneficial  effects  to  all,  he  was  prepared  to  main- 
tain. Labor,  it  was  agreed,  is  the  source  of  all 
wealth;  and  it  follows  that  a  nation,  to  be. rich, 
must  work — not  merely  in  sections  or  portions, 
but  she  must  exert  her  whole  physical  abilities. 
No  member  of  the  body  must  remain  inactive. 
Her  men,  women,  and  children  must  labor  be- 
neath the  heat  of  the  sun,  and  amid  the  winter's 
cold;  in  fair  weather  and  foul;  by  the  light  of  day, 
and  by  the  lamp  of  night;  by  the  aid  of  the  me- 
chanic arts,  and  by  the  power  of  steam  and  water. 
Nothing  must  bf  left  undone  that  will  draw  the 
advantages  arising  from  partition  of  labor,  that 
brightens  the  toils  of  industry  by  the  prospect  of 
immediate  ond  liberal  reward.  This  admitted,  it 
became  necessary  to  enlarge  and  diversify  the 
basis  of  industry,  80  as  to  leave  no  idle  hands,no 
idle  hours  in  the  country,  and  this  only  can  be 
done  by  the  introduction  of  manufactures.    It 
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cannot  b«  accomplished  by  agricultural  or  mere 
mechanical  pursuits — the  littler  depending  only 
on  ihc  supply  required  for  set  customers,  and  the 
former  limited  to  the  employment  of  but  few.    A 
cnuiitrywithout  acapital  sunk  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  labor,  leaves  those  seeking  it  without 
prospect  of  liberal  reward;  without  that  prospect, 
there  can  be  no  market;  and  without  protection, 
there  will  be  no  capital.    Some  allow  that  the  pro- 
tective system  was  required  while  our  manufuc- 
tures  were  in  their  infanty;  and  ask  why  now, 
when  those  manufactures  are  established,  do  you 
require  its  continuance?    He  replied,  to   those 
inquiries,  that  it  wax  now  wanted  as  mui-h  as  be- 
fore.    It  was  wanted  to  give  security,  stability, 
nnd  aafety  to  business,     it  was  not  wanted  to 
enhance  the  price  of  the  article  manufactured,  but 
*  it  was  wanted  to  secure  the  price  of  labor.    He 
asked — on  the  supposition  that  Texas  grew  more 
cotton  than  was  required  for  the  supply  of  the 
English  market,  and  that  this  country  was  lim- 
ited in  her  productions  as  she  wns  in  manufac- 
tured articles — would  it  be  safe  to  remove  the  duty 
of  three  cents  on  raw  cotton  imported.'    Would 
not  Texas,  finding,  by  war  or  otherwise,  her 
market  interrupted,  throw  her  surplus  in  here .' 
And  would  not  the  effect  be  ruinous  to  the  planter? 
He  argued,  that  taking  off  the  protective  duties 
from  agricultural  produce  would  be  the  means  of 
inundating  our  markets  with  the  products  of  for- 
eign countries,  and  instanced  the  large  importa- 
tions in  1843,  viz:  oats,  35,183  bushels;  wheat, 
48,882  bushels;  clieese, 77,000  pounds;  with  but- 
ter and  beef  in  stilllarger  proportions;  and, above 
all,  cotton,  of  which  there  were,  in  that  year  im- 
ported not  less  than  5,384,000  pounds.    All  those 
articles  were  the  produce  of  planters  and  farmers, 
imported  in  a  few  months  before  the  tariff  became 
a  law;  and,  if  the  protective  duties  on  these  arti- 
cles were  now  removed,  it  would  be  impossible 
to  foretell  the  fatal  consequences  that  must  ensue 
to  the  farmers  and  planters  of  the  country. 

Man,  in  day-time,  walked  with  a  firm,  erect, 
and  confident  step;  but,  in  the  darkness  of  night 
he  advanced  with  doubt  and  caution;  so  was  it 
with  the  march  of  industry;  it  advanced  rapidly 
and  with  confidence  under  the  shade  of  the  pro- 
tective system — a  system  which  gave  to  the  cap- 
italist confidence  to  invest  his  funds;  and,  by 
doing  so,  to  enlarge  the  field  of  labor,  and  secure 
stability  to  that  labor.  The  Senator  from  New 
Hampshire  does  not  say  there  it^arm  in  three 
cents  duty  on  every  pound  of  raw  cotton,  or  of 
twenty-five  cents  on  every  buithel  of  wheat  im- 
porteJ,  but  he  says  it  is  useless.  The  same  ob- 
jection may  be  taken  to  a  sea-wall,  which  is  of 
no  use  while  the  ocean  remainsxalm  and  within 
her  bounds,  but  which  is  uf'ssential  service 
when  the  ocean  becomes  infuriated  by  the  storm; 
or  to  a  shield,  which  is  useless  until  you  are  as- 
sailed, and  tlien  becomes  your  preservation  and 
defense.  The  protective  system  was  as  a  fence 
round  a  field  of  wheat;  it  did  not  cause  the  wheat 
to  grow  higher  or  heavier;  it  did  not  increase  it 
in  value;  but  it  gave  the  owner  a  feeling  of  se- 
curity and  confidence  against  the  trespassers  to 
whose  visits  his  property  would  otherwise  be 
subject. 

Much  had  been  said,  and  much  prejudice  ex- 
cited, against  manufacturers,  on  account  of  the 
enormous  profits  said  to  arise  from  their  invested 
capital;  but  he  would  state  to  the  Senate,  and 
wished  it  to  go  forth  to  the  community,  so  that 
those  wlio  knew  the  facts  could  judge  whether 
he  was  right  or  wrong,  that  the  capital  invested 
in  cotton  manufactures  in  this  country,  since 
1834,  did  not  realize  six  percent.,  and  the  cap- 
ital invested  in  woolen  manufactures  within  the 
same  time  did  not  realize  three  per  cent. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  asked  the  honorable  Senator 
to  say  what  was  the  highest  interest  received  now 
by  persons  having  capital  invested  in  the  manu- 
facture of  cotton. 

Mr.  BATES  would  permit  a  gentleman  whose 
assertion  would  be  received  as  indisputable  au- 
thority, and  who  was  formerly  a  member  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  to  answer  the  question. 
He  then  proceeded  to  read  a  document  showing 
that,  in  the  manufactures  of  Lowell,  there  was 
vested  a  capital  of  ^,500,000;  and  that,  by  the 
semi-annual  dividends  for  the  last  two  years,  the 
profits  were  less  than  six  per  cent. 

Mr.  McDUFPIE  did  not  wish  to  bring  the 
gentleman  to  a  stand;  but,  as  there  was  no  an- 


swer given,  he  repeated  his  question,  what  was 
the  highest  interest  now  received  by  any  person 
having  capitKl  embarked  in  cotton  mnnufacturing? 

Mr.  BATES  did  not  know  what  any  particular 
factory  was  making,  and  was  consequently  un- 
prepared to  answer  the  question.  It  was  one, 
however,  of  no  importance,  as  the  document  he 
had  read  from  the  honorable  Mr.  Appleton,  <ff 
Boston,  was  a  piece  of  evidence  sufficient  to  set 
the  whole  question  at  rest  forever;  for  if  Lowell, 
so  highly  favoi-ed  in  every  respect,  falls  short  of 
six  per  cent.,  what  must  be  the  situation  of  fac- 
tories not  enjoying  the  same  advantages?  The 
beneficial  effects  of  the  protective  system  were 
felt  by  the  capitalist  but  in  a  trifling  (legree.  Its 
great  advantages  were  felt  in  its  immense  results 
on  the  country  ai  large;  in  the  erection  of  facto- 
ries, surrounded  by  dwelling-houses,  which  grew 
into  villages,  and  thence  to  towntf;  in  the  employ- 
ment of  mechanics  of  every  denomination;  in  the 
creating  of  markets  for  every  description  of  farm 
produce,  including  limber;  iii  the  occupation  of 
operatives  not  confined,  as  described,  to  a  few 
men,  but  to  thousands  of  men,  women,  and  chil- 
dren. Mr.  B.  here  enumerated  the  different 
branches  on  which  women  and  children  were 
employed,  and  drew  a  fluttering  picture  of  the 
happii.esB  enjoyed  in  the  manufacturing  portions 
of  the  country  from  the  industrious  habits  of  the 
people. 

lie  alluded  to  the  public  benefit  arising  from 
the  number  employed  as  agents,  superintendents, 
clerks,  porters,  and  servants;  but,  above  all,  the 
advantages  arising  from  the  protective  system, 
stood  forth  in  bold  relief — the  immense  markets 
it  created  for  agricultural  produce,  particularly 
wool,  cotton,  sugar,  and  flour — Boston  taking  of 
the  last-named  article  six  hundred  thousand  bar- 
rels in  one  year.  Neither  were  those  advantages 
confined  to  the  cities  or  large  towns.  All  along 
the  line  of  the  Great  Western  railroad  were  to  be 
found  depots  at  distances  of  twenty  miles  from 
each  other,  from  whence  was  sent  to  all  branches 
nfthc  country  the  produce  of  Ohio  and  Michigan; 
thus  extending  the  benefits  of  the  sysiem  to  the 
utmost  limits  of  the  United  States.  Tlicrc  was 
not  a  spindle  turned  in  Massachusetts  that  did 
not  confer  a  benefit  on  the  South;  neither  was 
there  a  bale  of  cotton  or  a  cane  raised  in  the 
South  that  did  not  confer  a  benefit  to  the  North. 
The  benefits  were  universal. 

Before  the  tariff,  labor  was  dead ;  tools  remained 
in  the  field  unhandled;  but  the  tariff  once  a  law, 
no  race-horse  ever  bounded  on  his  course  with 
greater  spirit  than  did  the  working  population. 
But  now,  in  mid  career,  the  honorable  Senator 
would  stop  the  race  to  adjust  some  useless,  trifling 
buckle  on  the  harness.  As  to  the  moral  effects, 
nothing  was  so  great  n  preventive  of  vice  as  in- 
dustrious iiabits.  Children  under  fifteen  years 
of  age,  employed  in  factories,  were  schooled  for 
three  months  in  the  year;  and,  although  it  might 
be  argued  that  any  employment  in  a  victory  was 
not  calculated  to  develop  or  strengthen  the  phys- 
ical abilities  so  much  as  agricultural  occupations, 
so  might  it  further  be  argued  that  the  life  of  the 
student  was  not  as  healthy  as  that  of  the  farmer, 
nor  the  farmer  as  that  of  the  savage. 

The  Senator  from  New  Hampshir^expressed 
himself  strongly  as  to  the  commercial  and  navi- 
gating interests  of  his  State,  and  gave  a  ver^  im- 
pressive description  of  the  ills  inflicted  on  it  by 
the  imposition  of  a  duly  of  five  dollars  per  ton  on 
ship  building,  which,  he  said,  imposed  a  tax  on 
the  people  of  Portsmouth  of  $15,000.  But  his 
description  was  founded  in  error.  In  the  first 
place,  the  duty  was  only  four  dollars  per  ton; 
and,  as  to  the  amount  per  head,  instead  of  being 
two  dollars  per  head  on  the  people  of  Portsmouth, 
it  would  be  found,  on  strict  examination,  to  l>e  a 
mere  fraction  of  that  sum . 

Mr.  B.  read  from  an  official  document,  show- 
ing, for  the  year  1843: 

Tonnage.     Imports,       Exforh. 

Maine 291,994        S8<i6,0aO    $1,050,000 

Massachuseiu 474.889     17,988,000      9,807,000 

New  Ilampsliire S3,93S  60,481  38^47 

and  for  the  year  1843  the  State  ef  New  Hamp- 
shire shipped,  in  crews,  the  large  number  of  fifty- 
six  men  and  three  boys,  all  told. 

The  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  says  this 
protective  system  cuts  off  the  long  voyages  which 
give  employment  to  our  navigation;  that,  instead 
of  three  or  four  hundred  thousand  botes  of  cotton, 


l{  which  the  home  market  will  consume,  furnishing 
freight  for  navigation  to  Europe,  they  will  give 
only  the  coasting  freight  from  New  Orleans  to 
New  York,  Boston,  Providence,  &c.  In  this 
point  of  view,the  policy  is,  heconsiders,  injurious 
to  our  navigating  interests.  This  wns  the  first 
time  he  ever  beard  that  it  was  any  disadvantage 
to  have  a  near  market  instead  of  a  distant  market. 
It  could  not  be;  for  what  is  navigation  ?  It  is  pre- 
cisely that  to  a  nation  which  u  wagon  is  to  a 
farmer — the  means  of  transporting  marketable 
commodities  to  market.  Now,  what  would  be 
thought  of  a  farmer  who  complained  that  he  hod 
',  only  a  short  distance  to  carry  his  products  to 
I  market  instead  of  a  long  distance? 

But  the  Senator  further  contends  that  the  pro- 
'  tective  system  is  more  injurious  to  the  navigation 
I  interest  than  it  is  beneficial  to  the  manufacturing 
!  interest.    This  is  keeping  out  of  view  the  fact, 
I  that  the  use  of  the  very  instrument  of  transporta- 
',  tion  depends  upon  the  productions  to  be  trans- 
I  ported.   The  farmer's  wagon  is  valued  in  propor- 
tion to  the  necessity  there  is  for  it.    If  he  has  any 
stimulus  to  make  his  farm  more  productive,  and 
to  have  a  larger  quantity  of  produce  to  bring  to 
market,  that  stimulus  enhances  the  value  of  his 
I  wagon  to  him.    The  business  for  it  depends  on 
the  business  of  the  farm.  Anything  that  increases 
the  activity  of  production  increases  the  estimation 
in  which  the  means  of  its  transport  to  market  is 
held.   But  the  Senator  says  the  long  voyage  is  cut 
off,  and  a  short  one  substituted;  therefore,  naviga- 
tion is  injured.  Who  would  have  the  long  voyage, 
iffrec  trade  prevailed?  Certainly,  not  this  country 
exclusively;  for,  by  our  reciprocity  treaties,  for- 
eign navigators  already  monopolize  from  one  third 
to  one  half  of  our  carrying  trade  abroad.     In  the 
event  of  free  trade,  the  competition  would  be  much 
greater;  so  that  foreigners  (not  our  navigators) 
would  benefit  by  the  long  voyages.    On  the  con- 
trary, the  short  voyages,  or  the  coasting  trade  is 
exclusively  our  own.    There  can  be  no  competi- 
tion by  foreigners  in  that.   Hence,  it  is  more  oen- 
eficial  to  this  country  to  have  its  coasting  trade 
and  internal  navi^tion  stimulated  than  its  exter- 
nal navigation.    The  comparison  made  by  the 
I  Senator  between  this  country  and  Great  Britain, 
i  with  respect  to  navigation,  was  not  in  point;  for 
I  there  was  no  similarity  in  the  condition  of  the  two 
'  countries.    The  home  territory  of  Great  Britaiit 
'  was  exceedingly  small;  her  distant  colonies  large, 
I  diversified,  and  scattered  over  the  face  of  the  hab- 
itable globe.     The  marine  comnferce  and  marine 
armament  were  essential  to  her  vital  existence. 
Without  them  she  could  not  sustain  herself  a  mo- 
ment.   The  territory  of  this  country  was  all  at 
home,  within  one  Confederation,  extensive,  diver- 
'Sified  in  soil  and  climate,  and  embracing  all  the 
elemeius  of  national  greatness  within  itself.  What 
mightbc  vitally  necessary  for  Great  Britairi,mieht 
only  be  necessary  to  a  very  limited  extent  for  tnia 
country;  thus  it  appeared  that  no  just  compari- 
son could  be  drawn  between  the  two  countries. 
Our  interests  are  so  numerous  and  diversified,  yet 
in  reality  so  harmonious  in  a  national  point  of 
view,  that  our  only  policy  is  to  preserve  them; 
and  they  cannot  be  preserved  without  protection. 
i  On  this  ground,  then,  it  was  that  the  friends  of 
this  policy  always  insisted,  and  always  wilt  insist,  . 
that  the  protective  system  must  be  cherished  and 
adhered  to,  as  long  as  we  desire  to  be  prosperous 
and  happy. 

It  had  been  urged,  as  a  strong  objection  to  this 
system,  that  it  enhanced  the  price  of  imported 
articles,  and  those  made  as  substitutes  here,  to 
the  consumer.  Thot  objection  had  been  ably  re- 
futed by  the  Senator  from  Maine.  The  general 
fact  is,  however,  admitted,  that  manufactured  ar- 
ticles, such  as  used  to  be  imported,  are  cheaper 
I  now  than  they  were  before  the  act  of  1843.  The 
Senator  from  South  Carolina,  however,  a'ays  it  is 
not  in  consequence  of  the  act,  but  in  spite  of  it. 
He  attributes  it  to  many  other  causes — such  as 
the  contraction  of  the  currency,  &c.  It  was  true 
that  many  things  influence  prices,  immediately  or 
remotely;  but  the  experience  of  the  world  has 
established  the  principle  that  the  law  of  supply 
and  demand  has  a  paramount  influence  on  prices, 
above  all  other  circumstances.  The  supply  of  any 
commodity  in  the  market  depends  on  the  demand, 
the  demand  depends  on  two  things — the  want  of 
the  community  for  the  articles,  and  the  ability  to 
pay  for  them. 
Now,  in  this  country,  the  ability j)f  the  con- 
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Bumer  to  pajr  for  what  he  wants,  depends -upon 
his  having  occupation  for  his  labor;  and  if,  by 
fostering,  encouraging,  and  protecting  his  indus- 
try, we  give  him  Inat  employment,  we  give  him 
the  ability  to  pay,  and  to  make  the  demand  which 
meets  the  supply.  Apply  the  rule  to  the  protec- 
tive system:  You  impose  a  duty  on  an  article  of 
foreign  manufacture;  so  far  na  it  is  concerned,  if 
it  formed  the  chief  supply,  the  price  must  rise; 
but  if  the  efTect  will  be  to  make  the  home  manu- 
facturer 611  up  the  supply,  it  will  have  no  effect  on 
the  price;  should  the  home  manufacturer,  thus 
stimulated,  bring  to  market  more  than  the  neces- 
sary supply,  the  price  must  fall;  and  thus  the 
duty,  as  experience  proves  it  always  does,  finally 
reduces  the  price  of  the  articles  to  the  consumer. 
Was  it  not  a  fact,  that  this  country  never  was  so 
well  supplied  as  now  with  manufactured  articles, 
nor  at  cheaper  prices?  The  Senator  from  New 
Hampshire  admitted  the  fact,  when  he  said  the 
stimulus  of  the  protective  system  had  already 
acted  injuriously  to  the  manufactures,  by  causing 
over-production,  which  would  involve  them  in 
r-uin.  This  wad  yielding  up  the  whole  principle 
in  favor  of  protection,  as  a  means  of  inducing  low 
prices  to  the  consumer. 

Now,  should  he  be  asked ,  as  the  friends  of  pro- 
tection were  constantly  asked,  how  it  was,  that, 
if  the  effect  of  the  protective  system  be  to  dimin- 
ish prices,  the  manuracturers  desired  protection? 
They  desired  it  for  various  reasons:  to  give  occu- 
pation to  home  labor;  to  give  new  developments 
to  home  industry;  to  give  moral  and  physical  abil- 
ity to  the  people;  to  secure  them  in  action;  to  give 
them  safety  and  confidence:  not  to  hold  out  to 
them  that  they  shall  get  two  dollars  a  day  for 
labor,  where  they  got  out  one  dollar  before;  but 
to  secure  them  in  the  certainty  and  continuance 
of  the  occupation  by  which  they  could  earn  the 
one  dollar.  But  suppose  the  system  had  the  effect 
of  raising  prices:  would  not  the  ability  to  pur- 
chase at  those  prices  be  increased?  and  would  not 
the  consequence  to  the  whole  country  be  ten  thou- 
sand times  more  valuable  than  acontrary  policy  ? 
The  beneficial  consequences  would  be  felt  by  all 
classes,  by  the  agriculturists  as  well  as  by  the 
manufacturers;  and  by  the  country  at  large,  in  the 
increase  of  its  productive  industry  and  national 
wealth.  If  it  takes  one  dollar,  it  returns  a  thou- 
sand. 

Another  argument  urged  was,  that  it  was  best 
to  buy  where  you  can  buy  cheapest;  and  if  that 
can  be  done  in  •  foreign  country,  the  purchaser 
ought  to  be  free  to  buy  there.  The  Senator  from 
Maine  had  already  shown  the  fallacy  of  this  doc- 
trine of  buying  cbeiip.  You  buy  cheapest  where 
you  can  exchange  the  products  of  your  labor  for 
what  you  want  to  the  greatest  advantage.  Mr. . 
B.  went  into  a  variety  of  illustrations  in  proof  of 
this;  one  was,  that  an  unemployed  young  man 
lounging  about  the  Halls  of  Congress,  awaiting 
its  action,  and  without  money,  wishing  for  a  hat: 
should  he  go  to  a  store  on  the  avenue  to  inquire 
the  price  of  a  new  bat,  and  if  told  four  dollars, 
but  it  should  be  cash  down,  while  in  another 
store  he  was  told  the  price  was  five  dollars,  and 
that  his  services  in  making  out  accounts  would 
be  taken  in  payment, — would  not  the  hat,  on 
those  terms,  at  five  dollars,  be  cheaper  to  the 
young  man  than  that  at  four  dollars,  for  which  he 
had  not  the  means  to  pay  ? 

The'mistake  in  the  theory  of  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina,  that  the  producer  of  the  exports 
pays  the  duty  on  the  imports,  was  sufficiently  ex- 
posed by  the  Senator  from  Maine.  All  he  should 
■ay  on  that  head  was,  that  the  property  of  the 
exporter  in  the  productions  he  exchanged  ceased 
the  moment  he  made  the  exchange.  So  it  was 
with  the  exports;  the  moment  the  exporter  got  his 
money,  that  was  the  representative  of  his  labor. 
If  be  bought  a  bale  of  cotton  from  the  Senator,  it 
became  the  representative  of  his  labor  while  in  his 
possession;  and  that  which  he  had  given  for  it, 
while  retained  by  the  Senator,  was  the  represent- 
ative of  his  labor.  His  mistake  arose  out  of  con- 
ceiving that  he  retained  an.  interest  in  what  he  had 
wholly  parted  with.  But  the  Senator  looked  only 
to  the  South  and  its  interests;  while  the  interests 
of  twelve  millions  of  the  people  of  this  country 
were  interwoven  with  the  protective  policy.  If 
he  was  the  baronial  possessor  of  the  vast  dfomain 
which,  in  his  argument,  he  imagined  this  Union 
might  form,  as  an  estate,  involving  an  individuality 
of  interest  vested  in  the  proprietor,  be  would  not 


think  of  sacrificing  the  interests  of  twelve  mil- 
lions of  the  people  for  the  sake  of  a  mere  cotton 
patch. 

Some  of  the  Senators  on  the  other  side,  who 
had  discussed  this  subject,  seemed  to  forget  what 
sort  of  Government  this  was,  and  by  what  means 
this  republican  structure  is  to  be  supported.  If 
they  had  not  lost  sight  of  those  considerations, 
they  would  have  seen  that  in  no  other  way  can 
the  interests  of  this  country  be  sustained  but  by 
the  true  American  system  of  protection.  A  home 
market  roust  be  built  up.  No  other  nation  should 
be  suffered  to  prevent  this.  An  amalgamation  of 
our  interests  with  those  of  foreign  nations  would 
lead  to  a  debasement  of  our  labor  to  the  level  of 
theirs. 

Mr.  B.  denounced  at  great' length  any  policy 
the  tendency  of  which  would  be  to  place  the  la- 
borer of  this  country  on  a  level  with  the  laborer 
of  other  countries,  where  wages  is  only  from  six- 
pence to  three  cents  a  day. 

In  conclusion,  be  invoked  a  spirit  of  forbear- 
ance and  conciliation  in  discussing  the  subject; 
and  undertook  to  say  that  the  South  would  gain 
more  by  treating  it  in  such  a  manner,  than  by 
assuming  the  attitude  of  hostility  which  had  been 
assumed  towards  the  manufacturing  Stales, 

Mr.  McDUPPIBsaidihedid  not  intend  at  this 
time  to  enter  into  the  subjects  touched  upon  by 
the  Senator  who  had  just  taken  his  seat,  or  to 
notice  his  remarks,  which  he  was  sorry  he  had 
not  heard  throughout.  But,  before  the  debate 
closed  he  wojild  pay  his  special  res^Hscts  to  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts,  and  he  would  then 
have  a  word  or  two  to  say  4o  him  with  regard  to 
the  "  unparalleled  audacity  and  boldness  of  as- 
sertions" made  here.  He  would  then  show  ,lhe 
true  historical"  origin"  ofihis  protective  system. 
He  thanked  the  Senator  for  the  word.  He  would 
meet  him  on  that  point,  and  show  him  how  the 
system  was  cot  up  and  carried  on, 

Mr.  EVANS  moved  to  lay  the  subject  on  the 
table  for  the  present. 

And  the  pending  question  on  that  motion  wos 
laid  on  the  table,  to  be  hereafler  called  up  at  the 
request  of  any  Seostor  ready  to  proceed  with  the 
debate. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  PRESIDENT. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  message  from  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  transmitting  a  report  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  the  31st  of  January  last,  in  relation  to 
slaves  committing  crimes  who  escaped  into  the 
British  dominions,  since  the  ratification  of  the 
treatv  of  1842;  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  BEN- 
TON, was.  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table;  and  be. 
printed. 

PAPE.R.S  WITHDRAWN. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WALKER,  leave  was  grant- 
ed to  withdraw  from  the  files  papers  connected 
with  a  land  claimrof . 

EXECUTIVE  SESSIO.S. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  FOSTER,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  executive  business;  and  after 
a  short  time  spent  therein,  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wednesday,  February  21,  1844. 

Mr.  KENNEDY,  of  Maryland,  introduced  his 
colleague,  Mr.  Wethered,  one  of  the  recently- 
elected  members  from  Maryland;  and  he  was  af- 
firmed to  support  the  Constitution,  and  then  took 
his  seat. 

AMERICAN  BIBLE  SOCIETY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ADAMS,  the  use  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  was  granted  to  the 
American  Bible  Society,  wherein  to  hold  a  pub- 
lic meeting  at  seven  o'clock  on  the  evening  of 
Tuesday  next. 

ELECTION  OF  ELECTORS. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  reminded  the  House  that  a  bill 
introduced  by  him  a  few  days  ago  to  regulate  the 
election  of  electors  of  President  and  Vice  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  was  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  stale  of  the  Union ; 
but  as  it  was  of  great  importance,  and  as  it  was 
a  subject  on  which  action  should  be  had  soon,  if 
at  all,  be  now  desired  to  move  a  reconsideration 


of  the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was  committed,  to 
give  him  him  an  opportunity  to  move  that  it  be 
made  the  special  order. 

The  SPEAKER  intimated  that  there  was  an- 
other subject  which  was  entitled  to  precedence. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  remarked  that  no  objection 
was  made.  The  bill  to  which  he  alluded  was  in 
relation  to  the  day  on  which  the  election  of  elect- 
ors should  be  held,  his  object  being  understood  to 
be  tn  milke  the  day  uniform  throughout  the.  Uni- 
ted States:  and  on  th^  he  had  received  a  great 
variety  of  communications,  one  of  which  he 
requested  the  Clerk  to  read. 

The  Clerk  read  a  letter,  which  was  understood 
to  be  a  communication  published  in  a  newspaper 
on  the  importance  of  the  speedy  disposal  of  this 
bill. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  said  thnt  was  but  one  of  from  * 
one  hundred  lo  two  hundred  Iciters  which  he  had 
received  of  like  import.  The  subject  was  one 
which  had  created  a  great  interest,  and  he  hoped 
it  would  be  taken  up  as  a  special  order  and  acted 
upon.  He  therefore  made  the  motion  to  recoa- 
ftider. 

The  motion,  after  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Bar- 
nard, was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  ,then  moved  that  the  bill  b« 
made  the  special  order  of  the  day  for  Wednesday 
next. 

The  SPEAKER  siid  it  could  only  be  done  by 
general  consent.     [Cries  of  *'  Agreed  !"] 

Mr.  BARNARD  oliiccted. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  was  also  understood  to 
suggest  that  the  appropriation  bills  had  not  yet 
been  anted  upon. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  then  consented  to  modify  his 
motion,  so  as  to  make  the  day  next  Wednesday 
week. 

Mr.  BARNARD  inquired  what  rote  the  mo- 
tion would  require? 

The  SPEAKER  answered  thatit  would  reqpire 
a  vole  of  two  ihirils.     tie  then  put  the  question. 

Mr.  B.ARNARD  called  for  a  division. 

Mr.  H.4.MLIN  called  for  the  yeas  ond  nays; 
but  afterwards  consented  to  withdraw  that  mo- 
tion. 

The  SPEAKER  again  put  the  question,  and  on 
counting  the  House,  ninety-four  were  found  lo 
have  voted  in  the  affirmative.  The  division  was 
then  given  up,  and  the  bill  was  made  the  special 
order  for  Wednesday  week. 

VACANCY  IN. THE  JUDICIARY  COMMITTEE. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  BRODHEAD,  the 
Speaker  was  directed  to  supply  the  vacancy  in 
the  Judiciary  Committee  occasioned  by  the  res- 
ignation of  iVIr.  WiLKINS. 

RAtsS  OF  POSTAGE. 
Mr.  THOMASSON  laid  before  the  House  r«- 
!  lulions  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Kentucky  on  the  subject  of  posM^. 
They  were  referred  lo  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

FRENCH  SPOLIATIONS. 
Mr.  DUNLAP  presented  to  the  House  resolu- 
tions of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Maine  is 
.relation  to  French  spoliations;  and  they  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

REPORT  ON  THE  RULES. 
The  SPEAKER  announced  the  order  of  the 
day  for  the  morning  hour  to  be  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  rules,  on  which  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  [Mr.  Bdrt]  had  the  floor. 

Mr.  BURT  stated  that  certain  declarations  had 
been  maile.  in  the  debate  upon  this  subject  by  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  BcardsleIi] 
which  he  did  not  feel  hiroself^at  liberty  to  pass 
by  in  silence.  The  gentleman  had  been  pleased 
to  say  (not  indeed  as  the  announcementof  afact, 
but  as  the  expression  of  an  opinion)  ihat,  in  re- 
gard to  the  subject  of  slavery  in  the  abstract,  be 
presumed  there  was  but  one  seniimi'nt  at  ihe 
North,  the  South,  the  East,  and  the  West.  He 
did  not  choose  l^  inquire  what  political  ^lalion 
that  gentleman  bears  to  the  parties  of  the  North, 
nor  what  were  his  means  of  knowing  the  feelings 
of  the  South,  the  West,  and  the  other  sections  of 
';  this  Union  upon  the  subject  of  slavery.  He  was 
equally  indifferent  as  to  whatihe  gentleman  a 
,  opinion  might  be.  But  upon  this  particulsriv 
\\  southern  question,  public  opinion  was,  and  bod 
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be«n,  since  the  lime  of  the  adoption  of  the  Fed- 
eral Constitution,  well  known.  He  would  not 
believe  tliat  the  honest  Knickerbockers  of  the 
North,  or  the  gallant  sona  of  the  Weat,  who  had 
never  yet  shrunk  from  the  call  of  duty  or  of  pa- 
triotism, would  ever  prove  faithless  to  the  obliga- 
tions of  the  Constitution.  He  kne«  nothing  of 
the  medium  through  which  the  gentleman  gained 
access  to  the  feelings  and  opiniona  of  the  South, 
the  organ  of  which  opinions  the  gentleman  seemed 
to  consider  himself  entitled  to  be;  but  he  trusted 
the  gentleman  would  not  regard  it  as  presumptu- 
ous in  him  to  profess  cjuite  as  much  knowledge 
in  relation  to  this  question — a  question  of  a  purely 
municipal  cImraQier — as  the  gentleman  did;  and 
at  least  an  equal  right  to  express  his  opinions 
upon  it.  The  domestic  institutions  of  the  States 
were  subjects  for  their  own  exclusive  considera- 
tion. That  House  had  no  concern  to  know  what 
were  the  domestic  institutions  of  the  States;  and 
it  was  offensive  to  inquire  what  their  opinions 
might  be  concerning  those  institutions;  and  so 
far  as  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  applied  lo 
the  Slate  of  which  he  was  the  Representative,  he 
felt  authorized  to  declare  here, upon  his  respons- 
ibility to  his  constituent.s,  that  the  gentleman'nevcr 
expressed  or  entertained  a  more  groundless  opin- 
ion. Nay,  the  gentleman  never  had  a  vision 
which  was  more  absolutely  destitute  of  all  founda- 
tion. 

The  gentleman  had  taken  occasion  to  say  that 
the  question  of  domestic  slavery  in  the  South  was 
not  to  be  answered  for  by  the  present  generation. 
He  begged  l|ave  to  inform  the  gentleman  that, 
upon  this  question,  the  present  generation  of  the 
South  entertain  the  same  opiniona  which  were 
entertained  by  their  ancestors;  and  that  they  hold 
it  utterly  incompetent  for  any  one,  from  any  quar- 
ter, to  interfere  with  ihatquestion.  Thegenileman 
from  New  York  had  said  that  it  was  immaterial 
to  the  question  under  debate  what  opinions  were 
entertained  in  the  South  upon  this  question;  but 
he  also  admitted  that  it  was  immaterial,  because 
Congress  had  no  jurisdiction  over  the  subject  of 
slavery  within  the  States.  He  would  give  just 
offense  to  his  constituents,  as  well  fis  incur  his 
own  disesteem,  if,  in  that  Hall,  he  could  be  in- 
duced to  vindicate  any  institution  of  his  State. 
Bat  this  he  would  say,  that  language  was  impo- 
tent to  express  the  intensity  of  scorn  and  con- 
tempt with  which  that  State  regards  the  miser- 
able, upstart,  huckstering* morality  of  the  North, 
which  attempted  to  hold  up  her  domestic  institu- 
tions to  the  odium  of  the  world;  and,  as  her  Rep- 
resentative upon  that  floor,  and  in  her  name,  he 
cast  back  to  the  gentleman  every  word,  every 
epithet  of  offense,  which  he  might  be  conscious 
of  having  used  in  regard  to  her  domestic  institu- 
tioaia. 

BAt.  BEARDSLEY  said  he  understood  the 
gentleman  to  charge  him  with,  having  asserted 
tha.1,  upon  the  question  of  slavery,  there  was  but 
one  opinion  throughout  the  whole  Union;  and  he 
also  understood  the  gentleman  to  aflirm  that  the 
expression  of  that  opinion  he  held  to  be  an  im- 
pertinence. It  certainly  seemed  to  him  strange 
that  an  expression  of  opinion  upon  an  abstract 
proposition  should  be  considered  impert^-ient. 
And  he  threw  back  to  any  genUeman  Who  chose 
to  apply  any  such  remark  to  him,  the  charge  of 
impertinence.  He  had,  at  all  times,  avoided  in- 
terfering, by  word  or  net,  with  the  domestic  in- 
etitutions  of  any  State;  not  because  he  did  not 
feel  at  liberty  to  do  so 

Mr.  PAYNE  rose  to  a  question 'order.  He 
desired  to  know  whether  it  was  competent  for 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  to  occupy  the  time 
allotted  to  another  member  .' 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY  remarked  that  his  purpose 
was  only  to  answer  the  observations  which  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  had  made  in  ref- 
erence to  him. 

Mr.  BURT  proceeded.  He  certainly  consid- 
ered the  declaration  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  as  having  been  introduced  most  unneces- 
sarily; and  sorer  as  any  epithets  which  he  might 
use  upon  that  floor  were  concerned,  he  would  be 
responsible  for  them  elsewhere.  But  he  was  not 
there  to  enter  into  controversies  of  this  sort,  and 
he  would  not.  The  gentleman,  however,  had 
used  an  expression  which  he  believed  to  be  with- 
out foundation.  He  took  leave  to  say  so,  and  if 
that  remark  Were  offensive  to  the  gentleman,  he 
could,  of  course,  seek  bis  redress.    The  gentle- 


man had  spoken  in  the  terms  which  he  had  stated  I 
of  an  institution,  with  which  he  and  his  constit-  ' 
uenls  were  identified,  with  which  he  had  grown  '' 
up  from  earliest  youth,  and  lo  which  the  State  of 
his  nativity  attributed  much  that  was  illustrious 
in  her  history,  and  ennobling  in  her  institutions. 
When  the  gentleman  was  addressing  a  mob,  it 
would  be  proper  for  him  to  address  to  them  such  i 
topics  as  were  most  to  their  taste;  but  he  pro-  j 
tested  that,  in  that  Hall,  the  slang  of  the  hustings  ; 
ought  not  to  be  introduced.  ' 

The  argument,  and  the  whole  argument,  against 
the  retention  of  the  rule  which  rejects  petitions 
praying  for  the  abolition  of  slavery,  was  based  j 
upon  the  assumption  thnt  Congress  has  jurisdic- 
tion over  the  subject.    This  was  the  ground  upon  I 
which  the  propriety  of  receiving  such  petitions  [ 
was  based.     It  was  conceded  tliat,  if  Congress  ■ 
had  no  jurisdiction  over  the  subject,  the  right  of  j 
the  citizen  wos  not  in  any  way  abridged  by  tift 
rejection  of  their  petitions.    But  it  was  said  that  | 
Congress  possessed  exclusive  jurisdiction  over 
the  subject  within  the  District  of  Columbia;  and 
upon  that  ground  the  arguments  in  favor  of  the  [ 
rule  were  unanswerable.  He  contended  that  Con- 
gress had  not  only  no  power  to  abolish  slavery, 
but  they  possessed  not  a  single  function  connected 
with  the  subject  that  was  nut  intended  to  protect 
and  sustain  it.     It  was  time  that  the  South  and 
the  North  and  the  West  should  renew  the  stipu- 
lations, in  regard  to  this  institution,  which  had 
been  so  fiercely  assailed.     He  desired  to  direct  I 
the  attention  of  gentleman  of  the  North — of  those 
old  thirteen  States  whose  stars  are  still  seen  upon  j 
the  country's  banner — to  this  subject.     At  the  i 
time  of  the  formation  of  the  Constitution,  it  was 
a  subject  which  excited  a  greater  contrariety  .of 
opinion  than  almost  any  other.    The  South  took  '. 
up  her  position,  to  which  the  North  yielded.  | 

Mr.  B.  here  referred  to  several  passages  in  the  \ 
debates  in  the  convention  upon  the  adoption  of 
the  Constitution. 

What  was  the  vote  of  Massachusetts  upon 
the  slave  trade?  Massachusetts  voted  in  favor  | 
of  every  proposition  connected  with  that  trade;  ■ 
and  now  the  gentleman  from  that  State  [Mr.  | 
WiKTHRor]  pronounced  the  institution  of  slavery  I 
within  this  District  as  an  inhuman  and  abomina- , 
ble  traffic.  He  would  leave  it  to  the  gentleman  to  i 
say  whether  an  institution  once  approved  by  the  I 
State  of  Massachusetts  deserved  so  severe  a  con-  ! 
demnatinn.  { 

Mr.  WINTHROP  said  he  had  high  authority 
for  the  use  of  the  terms.     It  was  the  precise  '. 
phraseology  made  use  of  in   the  title  of  a  bill  i 
which  had  been  before  the  House.  j 

Mr.  BURT.  The  clause  respecting  runaway  ■ 
slaves  was  one  exclusively  favorable  to  the  south-  j 
em  States,  under  the  Articles  of  Confederation. 
It  was  well  known  that  differences  existed  upon  I 
this  subject.  In  some  of  the  New  England  States 
the  right  of  the  owner  to  his  slaves  was  not 
only  refused,  but  was  resisted  by  violence.  The  ; 
southern  States  required  that  a  provision  should  : 
be  inserted  in  the  Constitution,  in  the  shape  of  a  ] 
treaty  stipulation,  respecting  pKperty  in  slaves,  j 
providing  that  property  in  slaves  held  under  the  I 
laws  of  one  State  should  be  recognized  and  re-  i 
spected  by  the  laws  of  all  the  other  States;  and  ! 
it  was  further  stipulated  that,  if  a  southern  sla,ve  . 
escaped  from  his  master,  and  fled  to  any  other  i 
State,  he  should  be  delivered  up,  upon  claim  be-  \ 
ing  made  by  his  owner;  and  it  was  furthermore  ; 
provided  that  slaves  should  be  an  element  of  rep-  i 
resentation. 

He  read  the  language  of  Mr.  Davy,  of  North  ! 
Carolina,  on  the  subject  of  the  representation  of  \ 
negro  slaves,  delivered  in  the  convention  on  the  ^ 
constitution,  in  which  the  declaration  was  made  i 
that  the  South  would  not  confederate^witK  the  . 
North  on  any  other  terms.     The  present  rate  of 
representation  was  the  compromise  agreed  upon 
on  that  subject;  the  North  also  agreeing  to  sur- 
render fugitives  from  justice,  including,  as  was 
well  understood,  fugitives  from  slavery,  as  offend- 
ers against  the  laws  of  the  States,  and  offenders 
against  State  laws,  in  relation  lo  that  species  of 
properly.  But  those  were  not  the  only  provisions 
of  the  Constitution  which  recognized  inatspecies 
of  property.    The  northern  States  solemnly  stip- 
ulated that,  in  case  of  insurrection  at  the  Soutn, 
their  militia  should  march  lo  its  support;  and 
that,  if  a  foreign  enemy  should  invade  the  South, 
the  militia  of  the  North  should  march  to  the  South 


to  repel  that  enemy  also.  He  quoted  the  language 
of  the  northern  deputies  to  the  convention  on 
this  subject,  and  the  observations  of  some  south- 
ern deputies  on  the  same  subject;  and  then  said, 
that  the  North  yielded  to  the  South  on  that  point, 
and  the  fault  of  the  North  and  the  Ea^t  waa 
pledged  lo  the  recognition  of  the  right  of  property 
of  the  South  in  their  slaves — not  only  of  all  then 
imported,  but  all  that  misht  be  imported  there- 
after to  the  vear  1808.  The  North  and  the  East 
stipulated  that  slaves  should  be  taken  as  mer- 
chandise; and  thus  the  North  and  the  E^t  were 
willing  to  make  money  by  this  "  inhuman"  and 
this  "abcminable  practice."  The  North  waa 
pledged  not  to  afford  any  asylum  for  refugee 
slaves,  and  the  South  confederated  with  the  North 
on  the  faith  of  the  North  to  respect  their  rights 
in  thatspeeiesof  property  which  constituted  tlieir 
chief  wealth,  and  in  the  belief  that  those  stipula- 
tions would  be  sacredly  observed.  And  how  had 
they  been  observed  ?  The  State  of  Mossacbusetta 
had  done  all  that  she  could  to  defeat  that  clause 
of  the  Constitution  in  relation  to  runaway  slaves. 
Vermont  and  New  York  had  also  laws  of  the 
same  description.  The  South ,  however,  was  yet 
I  unwilling  to  believe  that  those  States  would  prove 
faithless  lo  their  solemn  engagements.  They  re- 
garded the  33th  rule,  now  under  consideration, 
as  an  earnest  that  the  North  would  maintain  its 
faith.  But  if  the  North  did  mean  to  mainUiin  its 
faith,  he  would  ask  the  gentlemen  of  the  North 
why  they  objected  to  this  rule;  and  whether  they 
meant  to  encourage  the  hope  of  those  who  looked 
to  the  utter  abolition  of  the  right  to  that  species 
of  property.  If  they  did  not  mean  to  receive 
these  abolition  petitions,  why  did  they  not  an- 
nounce to  those  petitioners,  at  once,  that  their 
petitions  could  not  be  received,  and  thus  afford 
no  encouragement  to  a  violation  of  a  solemn  stip- 
ulation of  the  Constitution  .'  It  had  been  repre- 
sented that  the  Abolition  party  at  the  North  waa 
too  inconsiderable  in  numbers,  and  in  capacity 
for  mischief,  to  claim  the  regard  of  the  southern 
States;  but  that  party  had  proclaimed  its  numbers 
to  be,  nt  the  polls,  more  ihon  thirty  thousand; 
and  they  boasted  that  their  numbers  were  increas- 
ing untier  a  banner  on  which  was  inscribed  the 
infamous  motto  of"  rapine  and  blood." 

That  infamous  party  had  also  enlisted  thi\t  pow- 
erful engine — the  press;  they  had  likewise  de- 
voted the  pulpit  lo  the  promotion  of  their  pur- 
'poscs;and  now  they  sought  to  engage  the  greatest 
of  all  engines  of  revolution— debates  in  this  Hall. 
They  were  clamorous  that  the  rules  of  this  House 
should  be  mode  to  conform  to  their  ideas,  and  lo 
bow  in  subserviency  lo  their  infamous  dogmas. 
That  party  told  them  that  their  object  was  the 
abolition  of  slavery  on  earth;  and  in  utter  want 
of  all  patriotism,  they  apphed  to  British  Bgcnts 
to  aid  them  to  accomplish  their  purposes.  They 
told  this  House/urther,lhatif  theirpetitions  were 
received,  and  laid  on  the  table,  th^y  should  not 
be  content.  A  gentleman  from  Maine  had  told 
them  that  the  Abolitionists  were  not  going  to  be 
content  with'a  mere  reception  of  their  petitions. 
Now,  it  was  time  that  the  agitation  should  cease. 
The  South  asked  their  friends  of  the  North,  and 
of  the  West,  not  to  lend  themselves  to  the  fell 
purposes  of  that  infamous  party;  and  (that  they 
might  not  encourage  those  petitions)  he  called 
upon  them  not  in  any  way  to  entertain  them.  On 
this  subject  the  South  had  the  right  to  speak. 
The  nature  of  that  property  was  Known  at  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution,  and  guarantees  were 
required  from  the  North;  and  any  entertainment 
of  these  petitions  would  be  promotive  of  insur- 
rection in  the  South.  The  South  was  not  afraid 
to  meet  that  horrible  crisis;  but,  if  come  it  must, 
she  asked  Congress  not  lo  be  the  instrument  of 
assailing  that  property  which  every  department 
of  the  Government  had  bound  itself  to  defend. 
The  gentleman  from  Maine  [Mr.  Severance]  had 
told  the  House  that  that  class  of  petitions  would 
never  cease  until  Congress  did  its  duty  by  abol- 
ishing slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia;  but  he 
begged  permission  to  say  thot,  whenever  that 
discussion  was  raised  in  this  Hall,  it  would  be 
the  last  subject  that  an  American  Congress  would 
ever  discuss  here.  The  South  would  regard  it  as 
a  declaration  of  war,  and  she  would  act  accord- 
ingly. She  would  not  allow  that  Government, 
to  which  she  had  surrendered  certain  attributes 
of  her  sovereignty  for  the  protection  of  this  prop- 
erty, to  be  permuted  in  any  form  to  invade  it. 
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He  would  tell  the  House  further,  ihat  the  gentle- 
man who-  would  promote  this  slate  of  things, 
might  not,  at  such  atime,6nd  security  in  his  own 
obscurity  it  the  Nortli  from  the  storm  that  would 
rage;  and  he  trusted  in  God,  that,  if  they  were,  to 
have  an  insurrection  at  the  South  frotn  the  terri- 
ble agftations  of  the  North,  those  who  aid  it  here 
would  go  to  the  aid  of  their  allies  in  the  South; 
and,  in  the  name  of  the  South,  he  promised  them 
that  not  a  wretch  amongst  them  should  return  to 
tell  the  Btory  of  their  deeds. 

Mr.  DELLET  nextolitained  the  floor;  but,  as 
the  morning  hour  had  nearly  expired,  the  subject 
went  over. 

COMMUNICATION  FROM  THE  CLERK. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  com- 
munication from  its  Clerk,  containing  a  return  of 
the  number  of  clerks  employed  in  his  office  in  the 
year  1843.  It  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

MOUTH  or  RED  RIVER. 

A  Senate  bill,  to  authorize  a  survey  of  the 
mouth  of  Red  river,  and  for  other  purposes,  was 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  SENATE. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Senate  delivered  to  the 
House  a  number  of  l^iUs  passed  by  that  body. 

BILLS  REPORTED. 

Mr.  HOLMES,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, by  leave,  reported  bills  with  the  following 
titles;  which  were  read  twice,  and  committed: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elliot  Smith  and  Nathan 
Farnsnrorth;  and 

A  bill  making  appropriations  lo  repair  the  cus- 
tom-house at  Charleston. 

INDIAN  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

On  the  motion  by  Mr.  McKAY,  the  House 
resolved  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Campbell  in  the 
chair,)  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  "  A  bill 
making  appropriations  for  the  current  and  contin- 
gent expenses  of  the  Indian  department,  and  for 
fulfilling  treaty  stipulations  with  the  various 
Indian  tribes,  for  the  fiscal  year  commencing  on 
the  Isldajr  of  July,  lS44,and  ending  on  the  30th 
day  of  June,  1845." 

Several  iicms  were  discussed  briefly,  by  Mr* 
GI  DOINGS,  Mr.  McKAY,  .Mr.  DROMGOOLE, 
Mr.  LEVY,  and  Mr.  DICKEY. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  aside,  to  be  reported  to 
the  House. 

PENSION  BILL. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  McKAY,  the  committee 
next  took  up  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
payment  of  revolutionary  and  other  pensioners  of 
the  United  States,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  the 
30th  dayuf  Junr,  1845. 

Some  brief  debate  occurred,  in  which  Messrs. 
C.  JOHNSON, DICKEY,M<-KAY,SEYMOUR 
of  New  York,  BRINICERHOPF,  ADAMS,  J. 
R.INGERSOLL,  HOLMES,  HARDIN,  BEL- 
8ER,  DANA,  WINTHROP,  and  others,  look 
part.  It  was  mainly  on  a  proposition  to  intro- 
duce a  proviso  to  prevent  officers  of  the  Army  or 
Navy  receiving  a  pension  while  receiving  pay  as 
such  officer,  whoiu-  pay  was  said  to  be  much 
greater  than  that  of  judges  or  State  officers. 

The  committee  rose  without  disposing  of  the 
bill,  and  reported  progress.  It  also  reported  the 
Indian  appropriation  bill,  with  an  amendment, 
which  was  concurred  in;  and  the  btll  was  read  the 
third  time  and  passed. 

ADJOURNMENT  OVER. 

A  motion,  made  by  Mr.  HUNT,  to  adjourn 
over  Washington's  birthday,  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


The  (bllowinn  notices  of  peUtions  pmrnted  to  d.i.v,  were 
banded  (o  the  reporlen*  by  the  ineiiiUeni  prct«ciitiii{;  iheiii : 

ByMr.  OIDLAUK:  The  meuiorial  of  IwCiily  three  incm- 
ben>  of  the  Luzerne  couriiy  bar.  askiii<;  that  Luzerne  enmity 
may  be  attncbeU  to  the  eastern  Judicial  district  ftir  Uuited 
States  cotirts. 

Also,  tlie  petition  of  citizens  of  Columbia  county,  for  a 
reduction  of  postage. 

AIho.  the  petition  ofcitizcns  ofWyomini;  county,  for  the 
esiabhAliineiit  of  a  poi*i  route  fruoi  Bowiiiaii's  Crcelt  to 
Tvnkbannock,  in  said  counir. 

Also,  the  iietitioB  ofoitixctu  ofFcuosylvania  cufiifed  in 


the  coal  Itusinesfl,  ^o^  a  change  In  the  law  iu  relation  to 
coasting  licenses. 

By  Mr.  ROBINSON:  The  peliiinn  of  one  hundred  and 
three  citizens  of  Hamilton,  New  York,  prayins  for  a  reduc- 
tion of  postage,  and  for  on  aliotishment  of  the  fmnltiiig  priv- 
ilege.' 

Also,  the  petition  of  citizens  in  the  town  of  Lenox,  Mad- 
ison county.  New  York,  for  the  establishment  of  a  post 
route  from  Wninpsville  to  9ilt)am. 

By  Mr.  DAVIS,  oflndiana:  The  petition  of  Charles  W. 
Short  and  iiineieen  others,  citizens  of  Lawrence  county, 
Indiana,  asking  u  donation  of  laud  lo  improve  Uie  naviga- 
tion of  tile  Wabash  river. 

By  Mr.  FK.'KLIN  :  The  memorial  of  John  R.  Duckman 
and  others,  citizens  of  Lawrence  county,  Illinois,  askings 
grant  of  land  to  complete  tllc  national  thoroughfare  between 
the  lakes  to  the  Ohio,  by  ihe  iinpruvement  of  the  Wabash. 

Al^o.  the  menioriai  of  A.  Lyon  and  otliers,  of  Uic  same 
county,  upon  the  same  subject. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  Joseph  Ramsey  and  others,  of  the 
same  county,  up^m  the  same  subject. 

Also,  the  uieniorial  of  Uri  Manly  and  others,  of  Clarke 
county,  Illinois,  asking  an  appropriation  on  the  ('umbcrland 
road.  • 

•  By  C.  B.  SMITH  :  The  petition  of  Elijah  ColBn  and  one 
linn'dretl  und  lilty-one  others,  citizens  of  Wayne  county, 
Indiana,  praving  (or  a  reduciioii  and  restriction  of  the 
franking  privilege. 

By  Mr.  MACLAY  :  The  mem«rial  of  one  hundred  and 
forty-live  citizens  of  the  city  of  New  York,  praying  for  tlie 
passage  of  an  uet  granting  lo  the  Slate  of  Indiana  so  mucli 
of  the  unsold  lands  in  the  Vincenncs  district  as  may  be  ne- 
cessary to  complete  the  commuoicaUon  between  the  lakes 
and  the  Ohio  river. 

By  Mr.  C.  M.  BEEU :  The  joint  resolution  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  asking  Con- 
gress to  make  an  appmpriaUua  to  repair  and  continue  the 
work  on  the  harbor  at  Erie. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Captain  Harrington  and  two  hundred 
and  forty  others,  citizens  of  the  city  of  Buffalo,  asking  an 
appropriation  for  enlarging  the  present  harbor,«nd  reraon* 
straltng  against  the  projected  auter  harbor  at  Buffalo. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Captain  D.  P.  Dobbins  and  others, 
owners  and  masters  of  vessels  navigating  the  lakes,  asking 
Congress  to  make  tx»  appropriation  for  erecung  a  beacon  ou 
Skillacalue  I-^land,  in  Lake  Michigan. 

By  Mr.  BUFKINGTON  :  The  petition  of  Peter  Peterson 
and  one  hundred  and  four  oihcrs,citizens  of  Butler  county,' 
Pennsylvania,  pmying  for  the  construction  of  a  national 
Macadamized  road  from  the  Cumberland  road,  by  way  of 
the  arsenals  of  Pittsburg  and  Meadvilie,  to  llie  harbor  of 
Erie. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Thomas  McNair  and  sizty-one  oth- 
ers, citizens  of  Butler  county,  Pennsylvania,  of  similar  im- 
port. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Abraham  Brinkcr.  of  Butler  county, 
Pennsylvania,  praying  that  he  may  be  paid  the  amount  due 
him  for  revolntionnry  services  of  iiis  father. 

Also,  the  petiuon  of  l!<iiac  Eckright,  of  Armstrong  county, 
Pennsvlvania.  praying  an  increase  of  his  pension. 

By  Mr.  J.  BUINKKHHOFF:  The  petition  of  citizens  of 
Delaware  county,  Ohio,  praying  for  a  mail  route  from 
Sunbury,  in  said  county,  to  Ashland,  in  Uicbland  county, 
Ohio. 

By  Mr.  RUSSELL:  The  petition  of  Sarah  Overhagh, 
praying  for  a  pen>ion  under  the  third  section  of  ihe  act  of 
July  4,  1833;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionaty  Pensions. 
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Thdr'sdat,  Februanj  22,  1844. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  communication  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment, transmitting,  in  compliance  with  a  resolu- 
tion of  Ihe  Senate  of  the  9ih  instant,  alt  the  cor- 
respondence on  ihe  files  of  that  Department  on 
the  subject  of  the  selection  of  the  site  of  Fort 
Wayne,  on  the  frontier  of  Arkansas;  which,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  SEVIER,  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table,  and  be  printed. 

DRY-DOCK  AT  NEW  YORK. 

.On  motion  of  Mr.  WRIGHT,  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  on  the  subject  of  a  dry 
and  floating-dock  at  New  York ,  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

PETITIONS,  ETC. 

Mr.  RIVES  presented  a  petition  from  sundry 
merchants,  traders,  and  other  postage  payers  of 
Norfolk,  Virginia,  praying  for  a  reduction  of  the 
rates  of  postage,  and  various  other  modifications 
in  the  nflst  office  system;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Uoads, 

Mr.  R.  also  presented  a  petition  from  divers 
p«irsotis  of  Frederick  and  Clark  counties,  Vir- 
ginia, asking  for  a  recharter  of  the  Bank  of  Po- 
tomac, and  the  Farmers'  Bank  of  Alexandria; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  a  memorial  from  a 
large  number  of  merchants,  traders,  and  others, 
of  the  city  of  New  York,  on  the  subject  of  re- 
ciprocal commercial  treaties  with  foreign  Powers, 
and  praying  Congress  lo  take  measures  to  super- 


sede them,  especially  those  of  Sweden,  Den- 
mark, and  Hamburg,  which  the  memorialists 
represent  ore  not  beneficial  to  the  eommercial  in- 
terests of  the  country. 

Mr.  W.  said  the  memorial  was  strongly  signed 
by  mercantile  houses;  but  he  was  bound  in  can- 
dor to  say,  that  he  had  entertained  impressions 
diflerent  from  those  expressed  by  the  memorial- 
ists. He  entertained  them  with  some  diffidence 
under  the  force  of  sentiment  thus  expressed  by 
I  men  of  so  much  practical  experience  as  those 
whose  names  were  signed  to  this  memorial. 

On  motion,  the  memorial  was  ordered  to  be 
printed,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations. 

Also,  a  memorial  namcrously  signed  by  mer- 
chants, traders,  and  citizens  of  New  York,  ad- 
dresaeil  to  the  Senate  under  an  evident  niisappre- 
hension.  it  seemed  to  bear  the  character,  and  be 
of  the  form,  of  the  one  just  presented.  He  pre- 
sumed it  was  sent  to  the  Senate  under  the  appre- 
hension that  a  reciprocal  commercial  treaty  with 
Texaa  was  still  before  that  body.  It  asked  the 
reconsideration  of  the  action  of  that  body  of  last 
session,  rejecting  a  treaty  entered  into  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States  with  the  ehar^ 
d'affaires  of  Texas,  which  treaty  had  been  rati- 
fied by  the  Government  of  Texas.  He  found, 
on  examination,  that  the  Senate  did  ratify  the 
treaty,  with  amendments,  and  that  the  treaty 
was,  therefore,  not  in  the  power  of  the  Senate,  or 
this  country.  It  struck  him  that  the  object  of  the 
memorialists  would  belter  be  attained  by  legiila- 
tion  than  by  treaty.  Accompanying  the  memorial 
was  a  letter  from  a  merchant  of  NAr  York,  who 
is  said  to  be  acting  consul  from  Texas,  setting 
forth  the  state  of  our  trade  with  Texas.  If  M 
was  right,  the  trade  was  falling  off.  Thatefiiict 
was  produced  by  legislation. 

The  memorial  was  referred  to  the  Cominittee 
on  Foreign  Relations,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  EVANS  presented  a  memorial  from  mer- 
chants of  Bangor,  Maine,  asking  that  adrawbaek 
may  be  allowed  on  spirits  manufactured  from 
foreign  molasses  equal  to  the  duty  paid  on  tb* 
molasses;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Pinancer 

Also,  a  memorial  numerously  signed  by  citi- 
zens of  Portland,  Maine,  asking  for  a  reduction 
of  the  rates  of  postage;  which  was  referred  to  tht 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

POSTAGES. 

Mr.  MERRICK,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Oflicc  and  Post  Roada,  to  which  was  le- 
ferrcd  the  bill  to  reduce  the  rates  of  postage,  to 
limit  the  use  and  prevent  the  abuse  of  the  frank- 
ing privilege,  and  for  the  prevention  of  frauds  oa 
the  revenues  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  le- 
portrd  the  same  back,  with  several  amendments, 
(copies  of  which  the  reporter  could  not  obtain,) 
I  unti  with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass.  Tjt 
amendments,  with  the  written  report accompao/* 
ing,  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

ALEXANDER  S.  MACKENZIE. 

The  following  resolution,  introduced  by  Mr. 
Tappah,  yesterday,  was  taken  up  for  consider- 
ation: 

Raoleei,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary  bo  directed  t» 
re|H>rt  lo  the  Senate  a  copy  of  the  pnieeeding:*  "f  the cotrt 
of  ini|uiry  in  Uie  case  of  Alexander  SHdcIl  Mackenzie. 

Mr.  KING  said  he  would  be  indebted  to  his 
honorable  friend  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Tappan,]  if 
that  gentleman  would  inform  him  what  particular 
object  he  had  in  offering  this  resolution.  He  did 
not  think  it  necessary  that  any  further  action 
should  be  made  on  this  unfortunate  ({oestion, 
which  had  agitated  the  country  for  some  tine. 
No  action  could  arise  at  all  out  of  it  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate;  and  certainly  no  good  could  result 
to  the  country  by  a  further  development  of  the 
details  connected  with  it.  The  conduct  of  the 
officer,  in  the  discharge  of  what  he  deemed  his 
duty,  had  undergone  thorough  inve8iigotion;and 
the  result  was  shown  in  the  report  of  the  couru 
which  had  adjudicated  the  case.  He  would  b« 
very  unwilling  to  disturb  again  this  question.  As 
it  rested,  the  officer  stood  l^fore  the  country  jus- 
tified for  the  course  which  he  bad  pursued;  and 
he  hoped  his  friend  from  Ohio  would  see  that  no 
good  could  be  done  by  the  passage  of  such  a  res- 
olution. An  unkind  feeling  might  ha  excited  on 
the  part  of  all  parties.    He  hoped  the  line  bad 
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pawed  Bway  when  the  proceedings  of  the  court 
could  be  the  subject  of  animadversion;  and  they 
could  not,  at  all  events,  be  altered  by  any  action 
in  either  House  of  Congress.  Notliinggood  had 
ever  grown  out  of  this  mode  of  reagitating  asub- 
jeet  of  this  kind,  after  it  had  once  gone  to  rest. 
He  honed  his  friend  would  ace  that  no  good  could, 
result  from  the  call,  though  some  feeling  might  be 
excited  by  it.  The  Conatituiion  gives  the  power 
lo  the  Executive  over  subjects  proper  for  decision 
by  courts-martial.  The  power  had  been  exer- 
cised. The  PresidentiUnderlhepowcrgivenhim 
to  order  courts-martial  in  the  Army  or  Navy,  had 
called  a  naval  court  to  try  this  cose.  It  was  tried; 
and  the  decision  had  been  published  to  the  coun- 
try, and  there  it  ought  to  rest.  It  is  to  be  pre- 
sumed that  justice  was  done  to  the  parties,  and 
Congress  ought  not  to  disturb  the  matter  again. 
The  Senate  could  not  set  aside  the  decision— cer- 
(itinly  not.  It  could  not  relieve  4he  individual. 
Tho  matter  waa,  in  fact,  beyond  any  control  of 
that  body;  it  was  nitogctlier  improper  to  agilate 
the  question,  aficr  it  hud  been  settled  under  the 
Consiilutinn  and  laws. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  said  he  did  not  know  whether 
any  action  would  be  had  on  this  communication 
wben  made,  or  not.  It  was  n  matter  in  regard  to 
which  he  could  not  say  anything  until  the  docu- 
ments were  reported  to  the  Senate.  That  was 
the  only  way  in  which  an  authentic  account  of 
the  proceedings  of  that  court-martial  could  be  laid 
before  the  American  people.  Newspapers  had 
given  garbled  accounts,  such  as  were  not  to  be 
relied  upon  as  authentic,  or  statements  made  by 
persons  desirous  of  forming  public  opinion  on  the 
subject,  one  way  or  ttie  other.  It  was  of  import- 
ance to  enable  the  American  people  to  form  a 
proper  judgment  on  this  very  interesting  matter, 
that  the  proceedings  of  that  court-martial  should 
be  laid  before  them.  They  want  the  charges,  the 
evidence  in  support  of  the  charges,  the  evidence 
rebutting  them,  and  the  arguments  made  use  of 
on  the  trial.  Three  American  citizens  have  been 
hanged  without  iri^l,  without  a  hearing,  without 
any  opportunity  of  defending  themselves;  with- 
out being  confronted  with  the  witnesses  against 
them,  in  a  manner  wholly  illegal,  and  to  be  justi- 
fied only  on  the  extremest  necessity.  It  was  an 
important  question— did  the  necessity  exist? — a 

Soestion  which  he  wished  to  have  the  means  of 
eciding,  and  to  have  those  means  made  public. 
He  wished  to  have  the  means  of  forming  his  own 
judgment,  and  the  American  people  the  means  of 
forming  their  judgment  upon  it.  If  wrong  was 
committed  by  the  officer,  although  it  would  not 
oe  a  subject  of  judicial  investigation,  yet  it  was 
a  subject  upon  which  public  judgment  could  be 
formed.  That  public  judgment  was  pnrnmount, 
and  formed  the  laws  of  ibis  country.  If  there 
was  any  wrong  in  the  matter,  he  was  for  taking 
•uch  measures  as  would  give  security  against 
•ueh  an  occurrence  again.  If  the  proceeding  was 
legal  and  proper,  the  opinion  of  the  American 
people  would  justify  the  officer;  but  if,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  lives  of  three  American  citizens 
were  taken  without  law,  and  no  opportunity  af- 
forded the  victims  of  making  defense,  was  it  not 
proper  that  it  should  be  known,  that  the  public 
condemnation  might  reach  the  guilty.'  was  it 
not  of  (he  greatest  imporuince  that  the  American 
people  should  know  whether  the  lives  of  their 
citizens  have  been  taken  wantonly  and  without 
necessity  or  not?  Itwas.  He  would  not  under- 
take to  say  that  the  officer  was  not  justifiable,  for 
he  was  without  the  means  of  making  up  his  judg- 
ment. The  Senator  from  Alabama  thinks  it  is  a 
matter  of  little  importance,  now  that  so  much 
time  had  elapsed  since  the  transaction,  and  as  it 
was  forgotten  by  the  public,  that  the  subject 
ahould  Iw  again  agitated.  It  was  always  of  im- 
portance to  know  whether  the  lives  of  citizens 
werelakcnlegallyorillegaIly,righiful]y  or  wrong- 
fully. A  Roman  citizen  could  not  be  scourged 
with  impunity  by  a  Roman  officer;  shall  an  Amer- 
ican citizen,  then,  be  executed  without  a  hearing, 
without  trial,  without  regular  charges  against 
bim  ?  The  object  of  the  inquiry  is  to  enable  an 
answer  to  be  made  to  this  question — to  enable  the 
American  people  to  determine  whether  the  fear- 
ful necessity  existed  in  this  case  for  such  an  exe- 
cution. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  he  ought  to  blame  him- 
self for  not  having  known  that  (his  resolution  was 
to  come  up  this  morning     He  should  very  much 


like  to  have  a  little  time  to  examine  into  the  mat- 
ter before  he  gave  his  vote;  and  if  the  Senator 
from  Ohio{Mr.TAPPAij]  would  consent  to  it.  he 
should  be  very  glad  to  have  it  lie  over  till  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  KING,  in  reply  to  the  remarks  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Tappan,]  observed  that  no 
man  in  this  country  had  a  greater  desire  than  he 
had  to  protect  from  outrage  American  citizens, 
whether  of  high  or  low  condition.  The  laws  of 
the  country  should  be  rigidly  enforced  against 
every  power  which  violated  or  outraged  in  any 
way  the  rights  of  others.  The  Senator  had  said 
that  he  (Mr.  K.)  remarked  that  it  waa  a  matter 
of  no  consequence.  It  was  not  so.  It  was  of 
great  consequence,  in  punishing  by  death  three 
American  citizens,  to  have  (he  case  investigated 
in  the  strictest  and  most  rigid  manner;  ana  if  it 
appeared  that  the  necessity  did  not  exist  (o  have 
these  men  punished,  after  the  sentence  had  been 
executed  upon  them,  it  should  be  known.  Out 
was  he  to  be  told  that  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  was  lo  take  up  every  case  in  which  nn 
American  citizen  had  suffered  at  the  hands  of  an- 
other, and  brin;;  it  before  the  cnuniry,  after  the 
firoper  judicial  tribunal  had  decided  it,  under  the 
aws  of  the  country  ?  This  case  had  bven'drcidcd 
by  ajndicial  tribunal.  If  it  had  been  acnae  of  a 
single  individual,  instead  of  three,  it  would  have 
demanded  a  similar  investigation.  It  had  been 
decided  by  the  constituted  authorities  of  the 
country,  according  to  the  provisional  law,  under 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  It  had  been 
decided  by  high-minded  and  honorable  men;  and 
wha<,  he  nsked,  did  the  Senator  expect  logain  by 
agitating  the  subject?  After  the  most  thorough 
investigation  of  the  matter  by  the  constitutional 
tribunal,  did  it  comport  with  tho  character  of  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States,  in  defiance  of  popu- 
lar opinion,  to  bring  up  the  question  again,  when 
no  legislative  action  could  grow  out  of  it — when 
no  good  could  result  from  such  a  course;  and 
when  renewed  excitomciit  throughout  the  country 
would  be  the  inevitable  consequence?  Now,  he 
held  that  when  a  man  committed  a  crime,  and 
snfTered  punishment  for  that  crime,  there  the 
matter  ought  to  rest.  The  gentleman  might  say 
the  punishment  was  not  adequate  to  the  offense, 
and  that  therefore  he  would  be  justified  in  calling 
for  information  to  ascertain  whether  additional 
punishment  ought  not  to  be  inflicted;  not  in  con- 
sequence of  any  want  of  confidence  in  the  cor- 
rectness and  impartiality  of  the  court-martial,  but 
from  a  mistaken  inference  with  regard  to  the  pub- 
lic sentiment.  He,  with  many  others,  was  shocked 
when  the  news  reached  him  of  the  execution  of 
these  men.  He  looked  with  anxiety  to  (he  de- 
cision of  the  court;  and  hoped,  at  the  time,  that 
the  officer  by  whom  the  punishment  had  been  in- 
flicted, would  be  found  to  have  been  justified,  both 
for  the  jionor  of  the  service,  and  an  implicit  con- 
fidence which  he  had  in  the  integrity  and  human- 
ity of  that  officer.  He  looked  to  the  decision 
with  great  anxiety, and  became  satisfied,  from  the 
proceedings  of  the  court,  which  hnd  been  made 
public  from  time  lo  time,  that  the  officer  had  acted 
under  the  impression  and  belief  that  his  course 
was  correct;  and  this  conclusion  was  made  strong- 
er by  the  opinion  of  the  officer's  associates  that 
a  necessity  for  the  execution  did  exist,  both  for 
their  own  safety  and  the  security  of  the  Navy 
against  such  offenses  at  future  periods.  As  the 
court  had  decided  it,  so  he  was  willing  to  let  it 
rest. 

The  resolution  was  then  postponed  UH  to- 
morrow. 

ASHBURTON  TREATT. 
Mr.  ARCHER  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution; which  lies  one  day  on  the  table,  under  the 
rule: 

Remheil,  TImt  tho  PrMident  of  the  United  Stntcii  be 
requei-tcd  (if  it  be  not  iiiconsistenl  witli  liiR  views  of  the 
piilttic  interest)  to  coinmunicateany  correspondence  whicli 
in.iy  h-ive  taken  place  with  any  agent  or  agcnm  or  tlie  Gov- 
crninciit  of  Great  Oritain  in  relation  to  ttie  iiuerpretalion 
of  the  tenth  nnielcof  llic  treaty  uf  August,  1H4-J,  known  lu 
the  Ashlinrton  treaty,  npcompanied  by  inlonnniion  of  any 
acUon  iviiich  may  have  occurred  in  eiccutlun  of  this  article 
on  the  pan  of  Uic  authoriUe*  of  the  L'niicd  titatua. 

FOX  AND  WISCONSIN  RIVERS. 
The  bill  making  a  grant  of  land  for  the  im- 
provement of  Fox  and  Wisconsin  rivers,  and  to 
connect  the  same  by  a  canal  in  the  Territory  of 
Wisconsin,  came  up  for  consideration — the  ques- 
tion being  on  its  ciigrossmcat  for  a  third  reading. 


Mr.  TALLMADOG  remarked  that  action  had 
been  suspended  on  this  bill  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  information  from  the  land  office  as  to 
the  condition  of  the  land  on  the  line  of  the  pro- 
posed improvement.  He  had  received  the  inform- 
ation accompanied  by  diagrams.  It  seemed  that 
forty-six  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty-two 
acres  of  land  had  been  entered,  of  that  proposed 
to  be  set  apart  for  the  improvement.  The  whole 
quantity  of  land  included  in  the  two  sections  deep, 
the  alternate  ones  of  which  arc  (o  be  reserved  to 
the  Government,  and  the  others  to  be  applied  to 
the  improvement,  is  six  hundred  and  forty  thou- 
sand or  six  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  acres. 
So,  under  the  provisions  ofthis  bill,  three  hundred 
and  twenty  thousand  acres  only  will  be  set  aside 
to  make  the  improvement.  Mr.  T.,  after  con' 
eluding  the  statement,  argued  that  it  showed  still 
stronger  the  great  importance  of  speedy  action  on 
the  bill.  If  the  improvement  was  now  gone  into, 
there  would  be  no  tax  upon  the  Government  be- 
yond the  half  of  the  amount  o#lands  which  were 
already  entered.  He  hoped  the  Senate  would  pass 
it  without  further  delay. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD,  for  one,  was  not  prepared, 
without' further  information,  to  let  the  bill  pans 
without  opposition  from  him.     He  proposed  that 

'  it  should  be  laid  aside  for  the  present. 
.  The  bill  was,  consequently,  passed  by  inform- 

i  oily. 

j  BENJAMIN  MURPHY. 

I  The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Murphy  wos 
considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
reported  to  the  Senate;  and  after  a  few  remarks 
by  Mr.  Sevhsr  in  its  support,  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

..THE  OREGON  QUESTION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SEMPLE,  the  Senate  took 
up  for  consideration  the  resolutions  submitted  by 
him  some  time  since,  directing  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  give  notice  to  the  British 
Government  for  (he  termination  of  that  provision 
of  the  treaty  allowing  a  joint  occupation  of  the 
Oregon  Territory. 

Mr.  ATCHISON  waa,for  some  time  past,  rather 
inclined  to  despond,  in  thinking  not  only  nn  the 
fate  of  the  resolution  under  considcrafion,  but  on 
(he  prosp<>ct  which  the  whole  question  seemed 
to  have  for  calm  and  dispassionate  consideration; 
but  when  he  discovered  the  zeal,  the  eloquence, 
and  the  untiring  exertions  of  honorable  Senators 
on  a  mere  question  of  dollars  and  cents,  he  could 
not  but  look  forward  with  confidence  for  a  favor- 
able result  when  nn  empire  was  at  stake,  and  when 
there  were  no  conflicting  interests  among  our- 
selves. Before  proceeding  further,  he  felt  called 
on  to  repel  the  imputatiqp — or,  perhaps,  it  would 
be  better  lo  term  it  the  misconception — of  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  Virginia,  who  sta(ed,  on  a 
former  occasion,  that  the  object  of  those  advo- 
cating the  resolution  now  under  consideration  was 
not  oo  much  to  obtain  or  secure  possession  of  the 
Oregon  Territory  (hr  the  common  weal,  as  reck- 
lessly to  involve  the  country  in  all  the  horrors  of 
a  war  with  England.  This  imputadon  did  not 
confine  itself  to  the  floor  of  (he  Senate,  but  wafted 
its  way,  on  the  wings  of  the  press,  to  the  most 
remote  districts  of  the  country.  It  was  to  be  found 
in  (he  columns  of  (he  leading  journols  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales,  openly  charging  those  who,  on  (he 
basis  of  jus(ice  and  equity,  denied  the  right  of 
England  to  the  absolute  (for  such  she  had)  pos- 
session of  Oregon,  with  calm,  deliberate,  anti  cold- 
blooded determination  to  plunge  the  United  Slates 
into  an  uncalled-for  war  with  the  most  powerful 
nation  on  earth.  Mr.  A.  here  read  from  the  Con- 
gressional Globe  an  extract,  which  agreed  with 
the  report  canlained  in  the  Intelligencer,  and  also 
with  ills  own  recollection,  from  a  speech  deliv- 
ered by  Mr.  Archer  in  (he  early  part  of  the  see* 
sion,  so  describing  the  motives  of  Senators  op- 
posed tif  him  on  tnia  question.  Mr.  A.  had  no 
idea  of  attributing  to  that  gentleman  any  intention 
of  reflecting  personally  on  (he  motives  of  any 
Senator. 

Mr.  ARCHER  would  interrupt  the  gentleman 
for  a  moment,  to  disclaim  the  most  remote  inten- 
tion of  offering  any  discourtesy  to  the  Senators 
on  the  opposite  side  in  the  remarks  just  quoted. 

Mr.  ATCHISON  did  not  suppose  the  gentle- 
man had  any  such  intention,  but,  unfortunauly, 
his  intentions  could  not  be  known  to  the  public; 
fur  his  words,  08  reported,  could  bear  no  other 
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construction.  Those  words  were  also  carerully 
confined,  so  as  to  apply  to  llie  Senators  and  mem- 
bers from  the  West,  and  not  to  the  representa- 
tives of  any  other  portion  of  the  people.  What 
motive,  then,  he  a^k'ed,  could  the  West  have  to 
wish  a  war  with  England,  or  any  other  country.' 
Was  the  West  more  favored,  or  would  a  war 
place  her  in  a  belter  position  than  any  other  part 
of  our  common  country?  Would  she  be  exempt 
from  supplying  her  portion  of  men  and  money  to 
carry  on  such  war?  Instead  of  deriving  any  ben- 
efit beyond  her  sister  Stales,  the  West  would, 
most  likely,  from  her  position,  be  called  on  to 
suffer  greater  hardships.  If  the  history  of  the 
last  war  was  referred  to,  it  would  then  be  found 
that,  in  the  Korthwest  and  Southwest,  all  the 
^lory  earned  by  the  arms  of  our  country  was  ob- 
tained. The  Senator  from  Virginia,  in  deprecat- 
ing; the  evils  of  a  war,  painted  vividly  the  dangers 
to  which  the  sea-board  States  would  be  subject,  as 
if  to  show  that  those  States  would  be  the  only 
sufi°erers,  while  tile  western  Stales  would  rest  in 
comparative  security,  and  have  nothing  to  do,  in 
the  event  of  victory,  but  to  share  its  benefits  and 
glory;  but  a  reference  to  the  history  of  the  last 
war,  and  to  the  gcngraphy  of  the  country,  would 
at  once  prove  that  Ohio,  Illinois,  Michigan,  Mis- 
souri, and  Arkansas,  exposed  a  far  greater,  end 
still  less  undefended,  frontier  to  the  attacks  of  tbe 
enemy  than  the  sea-board  States  for  which  that 
honorable  Senator  felt  so  much  interested.  In 
denying  the  imputation  so  endeavored  to  be  cast 
on  the  Senators  of  the  West,  let  him  not  be  un- 
derstood tosny  that  they  have  no  interest  in  wish- 
ing to  dissolve  the  treaty  which  provided  for  the 
joint  occupancy  of  Oregon.  They  had  an  inier- 
edt,  and  he  avowed  it — it  was  an  interest  in  pre- 
serving inviolate  the  honor  and  digniiy  of  the 
nation;  and  to  do  so,  in  their  opinion,  the  first 
step  to  be  taken,  though  perhaps  not  absolutely 
necessary,  was  to  adopt  this  resolution,  so  as  to 
lead  to  the  annulling  of  the  treaty;  and  by  doing 
•o,  leave  our  people  at  large  to  occupy,  as  they 
had  a  right  to  do,  the  country  in  dispute.  As  to 
negoti  itions  for  settling  boundaries  or  limits,  he, 
for  one,  hod  no  faith  in  them;  fo(,  whether  the 
demands  on  the  part  of  this  country  were  just  or 
otherwise,  she  was  sure  to  come  off  a  loser.  The 
Ireaiy  settling  the  Maine  boundary,  on  the  bor- 
ders of  the  Atlantic,  which  took  from  us  one 
fourth  of  that  State,  left  us  little  benefit  to  hope 
from  a  treaty  to  be  executed  here  to  settle  the 
boundaries  of  a  country  lying  thousands  of  miles 
from  the  Atlantic.  The  treaty  of  1818— which 
gave  to  Great  Britain  a  joint  occupancy  on  no 
ground  of  righibut  on  her  simple, and, as  he  was 
prepared  to  show,  unfounded  assertion  of  the 
territory  being  open  to  the  claims  of  all  the  world 
— was,  as  all  subsequent  treaties  were  to  this 
country,  unfortunate;  and  among  all  of  them, 
there  could  be  found  but  one  saving  clause,  and 
(hat  was  the  one  now  proposed  to  be  carried  into 
effect  by  the  resolution,  logive  the  twelve  montlis' 
notice  required  to  do  away  with  what  was  falsely 
called  joint  orcupancy. 

Prior  to  the  treoly  of  1818,  our  title  to  the  Ore- 
gon rested  on  the  discovery  of  the  mouth  of  the 
Columbia,  in  the  year  1792,  by  an  American  cit- 
izen in  an  American  ship — Captain  Gray,  of  the 
ship  Columbia.  This  discovery,  by  the  law  of 
nations,  together  with  the  purchase  of  Louisiana, 
entitles  us  to  the  whole  valley  of  the  Columbia, 
including  the  territory  from  42°  to  StOnnrih  lati- 
tude; but,  although  satisfied  so  far,  be  hccd  doubts 
whether,  without  the  aid  of  such  discovery  or 
purchase,  we  did  not  subsequently  establish  a  far 
stronger  and  more  extensive  claim  by  the  title 
acquired  by  our  purchase  from  Spain. 

iVlr.  A.  w;nt  on  to  show  that  the  Utie  acquired 
from  Spain,  which  could  not  be  disputed,  gave  to 
this  Country  a  right  up  to  61*^  north  latitude;  but 
having,  jointly  with  England,  ceded  to  Uussia 
the  territory  lying  between  5-|0  40*  and  91^  north 
latitude,  there  was  no  nccaision  to  argue  our  right 
beyond  the  bounds  of  54^^,  nor  even  did  we  go  so 
far;. for,  merely  claiming  the  extent  la  which  we 
were  entitled  by  the  discovery  of  Captain  Gray, 
we  left  to  England  from  51°  to  5i°  W,  and  con- 
fined our  demand  to  the  territory  lying  between 
4i!P  and  510  north  latitude.  Proposals  made  by 
the  American  minister,  in  1823,  to  the  Govern- 
ment in  England,  by  direction  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  to  limit  our  demand  to  51°  north  latitude, 
nnd   subsequently  to  reduce  that  to  49°,  was 


treated  with  scorn  and  contempt.  Our  proposals, 
humiliating  as  they  were,  could  not  satisfy  their 
rapacious  desires;  but  they  would,  indeed,  lake, 
from  49°,  a  course  due  west,  until  it  would  inter- 
sect the  northeast  branch  of  the  Columbia  river. 
This  modest  proposal  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain 
would  only  give  to  her  eightand  one  half  degrees; 
while  to  the  United  States  it  would  leave  the  equi- 
table portion  of  four  degrees  and  one  half,  and 
that  of  the  most  worthless  part  of  the  country. 
The  treaty  which  wenttosecure  joint  occupancy, 
did  so  only  in  name;  for,  in  fact,  Gteat  Britain 
held  exclusively. 

In  1810,  a  citizen  of  New  York,  named  Astor, 
established  a  fur-irading  depot  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Columbia  river;  and  from  that  time  up  to  1813 
extended  his  business,  by  the  erection  of  similar 
depots  throughout  the  country;  but  war  breaking 
out,  be  was  obliged  to  leave,  and  on  return  of 
peace  found  them,  as  a  matter  of  course,  broken 
up.  In  1818,  the  Northwestern  and  Hudson's 
Bay  Company  had  extended  their  influence,  by 
the  erection  of  forts  on  each  side  of  the  river;  anil, 
from  their  immense  English  capital,  the  influence 
that  such  capital  and  forts  gave  them  over  the 
Indian  tribes,  and  the  advantages  they  derived 
from  importing  all  articles  necessary  for  carrying 
on  their  operrtions,  they  banished  American  com- 
petition, and  placed  the  territory,  not  in  the  joint, 
but  in  the  sole  occupation  of  Great  Britain.  To 
prove  this  fad,  it  was  only  necessary  to  say  that 
the  American  fur  trade,  which  in  1818  was  a 
source  of  wealth  and  competence  to  many,  was 
in  1842  reduced  to  (2,000.     He  denied  that  the 

firoposer  of  the  resolution,  or  those  acting  with 
lim,  intended  the  slightest  discourtesy  to  Eng- 
land, or  her  special  minister,  sent  here  for  a  spe- 
cial purpose;  nor  did  he  suppose  that  England  or 
her  minister  would  view  the  passing  this  resolu- 
tion in  such  light;  but  if  they  did,  it  could  not  be 
helped.  From  experience,  he  was  led  tn  suppose 
that,  in  any  negotiation  with  England,  this  coun- 
try had  much  to  lose,  and  nausHit  to  gain;  and 
a  resort  to  arms  should,  in  his  opinion,  be  the  last 
resort.  Neither  did  he  think  there  was  inuch 
weight  to  be  given  to  the  arguments  of  those  who 
seemed  so  much  to  dread  it. 

This  resolution  was  introduced  before  anything 
was  heard  of  a  special  minister  with  powers  lo 
settle  the  question;  and  all  they  knew  about  the 
matter  was  what  they  had  heard  from  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations;  who, 
in  telling  them  of  this  special  minister,  did  not 
say  where  he  derived  his  own  information  from. 
The  President  of  the  United  Stales  refused,  dur- 
ing the  last  session,  to  give  information  on  this 
subject,  called  for  iiy  the  Senate,  on  the  ground 
that  there  was  a  negotiation  pending  or  about  to 
commence;  and  again, in  his  message  on  the  open- 
ing of  this  session,  he  alludes  to  the  subject  iiv  the 
same  way;  so  that  the  Senate  is  led  without  light 
to  act,  further  than  the  unofficial  statement  of  the 
chairman  of  Foreign  Relations,  and  the  indistinct 
references  of  the  President  to  the  subject — refer- 
ences which  led  him  (Mr.  A.)  to  suppose  that  the 
President  was  himself  in  a  state  of  uncertainty  as 
to  whether  any  negotiation  was  or  would  be  had 
on  the  matter. 

This  question  had  been  a  subject  of  discussion 
for  the  last  thirty  years;  but  whenever  brought 
up,  it  was  met  with  a  cry  that  any  action  would 
be  a  violation  of  agreement;  or  a  negotiation  was 
pending;  or  the  territory  was  not  worth  contend- 
ing for;  or  it  covered  too  great  an  extent  of  terri- 
tory for  us  to  populate  or  legislate  for;  but  alt 
these  were  idle  pretexts,  which  would  not  satisfy 
the  people.  The  great  mass  of  American  people 
are  as  yet  patriotic;  they  are  as  yet  uncorrupled; 
with  American  hearts  uncontaminated  with  the 
leprosy  of  dollars  and  cents;  and  with  a  spirit 
paramount  in  their  bosoms  for  llie  advancement 
of  national  honor  and  glory. 

He  had  resided,  from  the  time  he  could  call 
himself  a  man,among  the  people  of  the  far  West. 
He  knew  their  feelings,  and  could  vouch  for  their 
patriotism; and  while  the  M^ne  boundary  ques- 
tion was  pending,  their  feelings  of  anxiety  could 
not  be  greater  if  the  dismemberment  of  the  Union 
was  threatened;  nor  could  anything  exceed  their 
indignation  when  they  heard  the  resiUt.  As  to 
the  arguments  used  on  the  other  side — of  want  of 
courtesy  to  the  British  Government — too  great 
extent  of  territory,  he  gave  no  weight  to  them; 
and  as  to  an  inclination  to  plunge  the  country 


into  an  uncalled-for  war,  he  maintained  that  we 
did  not  go  so  far  as  Great  Britain  herself. 

Mr.  A.  here  read  an  extract  from  a  British  act 
of  Parliament,  which  gave  power  to  arrest,  on 
civil  and  criminal  process,  over  the  whole  Oregon 
territory,  and  as  far  east  as  the  froniiera  of  Mis- 
souri and  Arkansas.  By  this  law,  an  Amertcan 
citizen,  for  an  alleged  crime  against  British  laws, 
may  be  arrested  in  this  (so-called)  territory  of 
joint  occupation,  and  carried  ironed  into  Canada, 
if  the  crime  is  supposed  to  merit  death  or  trans- 
portation, and  there  punished.  Was  this,  he. 
asked,  not  going  further  towards  war,  than  any- 
thing done  or  said  on  this  side  ? 

Any  notice  from  America  to  erect  a  fort  or  mil- 
itary post  for  the  protection  of  her  traders,  is  met 
by  one  from  England  that  she  will  do  the  same. 
AH  that  was  asked,  was  a  fair  construction  of  the 
law;  but  not  such  construction  as  England,  for 
her  own  interest,  may  think  fit  to  make.         . 

All  we  ask  is  action  on  the  part  of  Government 
to  assure  our  citizens  that,  if  they  emigrate,  they 
shall  not  be  negotiated  aWay ;  that  they  shall  not 
be  made,  against  their  inclinations,  British  sub- 
jects. This  resolution,  if  passed,  will  be  a  suffi- 
cient guarantee.  Pass  it,  and  the  people  of  the 
West  alone  will  take  possession,  and  from  one 
unbroken  column,  from  the  Rocky  Mountains  to 
the  Mississippi.  Let  Government  take  but  a 
single  step,  and  the  people  will  do  the  rest;  and 
if  by  doing  so  we  earn  the  wrath  of  England, 
why  let  it  come,  even  in  its  most  hideous,  tiorri- 
ble,  and  destructive  from.  But  let  Enghind  take 
care,  that,  while  warring  for  a  rentote  corner  of 
territory,  she  will  not  lose  her  foothold  on  this 
continent,  together  with  all'the  islands  she  holds 
in  its  neighborhood,  if  we  are  to  have  a  war, 
let  it  be  with  England;  our  ancient  and  implac- 
able enemy.  But  our  object  is  not  to  bring  on  wtr; 
it  is  to  occupy  the  land  we  are  entitled  to;  and  if 
war  follows  our  doing  so,  why,  let  it  come.  Be- 
fore we  yield  an  inch  by  negotiation,  let  ourcom- 
mon  country  sink — let  all  be  lost .  Political  ne^ 
tiation  was  only  throwing  dust  in  the  eyes  of 
the  people;  but  it  would  serve  to  blind  them  no 
longer.  If  we  want  to  avoid  war,  let  a  territorial 
government  be  appointed,  and  proper  agents, 
fully  authorized,  sent  oat  for  the  protection  of 
our  citizens  from  the  d'angers  that  must  srise 
from  their  collision  with  a  foreign  and  unfriendly 
people.  Let  that  be  done  before  the  first  dropof 
blood  is  shed,  and  peace  may  be  preserved;  hot 
delay  it  longer,  and  war  is  inevitable. 

Mr.  CHOATE  addressed  the  Senate  for  an 
hour  and  a  half  in  reply.  He  was  in  favor  of  the 
motion  to  ref^r  the  resolution  to  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations.  It  was  a  subject  of  great 
delicacy,  and  required  all  the  examination  and 
consfderation  which  would  be  there  given  to  it 
previous  lo  the  decision  of  the  Senate.  It  was  a 
question  with  regard  to  which  the  slightest  mis- 
take might  involve  nolonly  the  amicable  relations 
of  this  country  and  Great  Britain,  bat,  in  its  re- 
sults, might  affect  the  whole  world. 

It  seemed  to  him  ftiatit  was  jwrfectly  plain, on 
the  face  of  the  resolution  itself,  that  it  was  not  in 
that  form  which  could  be  considered  unobjection- 
able, even  if  the  lime  and  occasion  warranted  its 
adoption.  It  was  not  a  joint  resolution,  requiring 
the  sanction  of  both  Houses  o.f  Congress;  but  s 
specific  resolution  of  the  Senate,  putting  forward 
a  senatorial  requisition.  However,  for  the  sake 
of  argument,  supposing  it  was  not  objectionable 
on  that  ground:  did  it  hot  propose  to  change  the 
foreign  relations  of  this  country  with  one  of  ilie 
most  powerful  nations  of  the  world?  and  was  it 
not  proper,  on  suck  an  occasion,  to  have  the  con- 
currence and  advice  of  the  entire  legislative  body 
of  the  country  ?  He  concurred  in  all  that  fasa 
been  said,  on  a  former  day,  by  the  Senators  from 
Virginia  and  Kentucky,  [Messrs.  Akchrr  and 
MoRCHEAD,]  as  to  the  indiscretion  of  sdopting 
such  a  resolution,  pending  a  negotiation  on  the 
very  subject  invited  by  our  own  Government. 

It  might  be  said  by  the  gentlemen  who  advo- 
cated the  resolution,  that  their  minds  were  made 
up;  that  negotiation  could  only  prejudice  our  un- 
doubted right;  ond  that  their  object  was  to  throw 
obstacles  in  the  way  of  any  negotiation.  But  be 
was  rejoiced  to  find,  by  the  very  eloquent  remarks 
of  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Atchison,] 
who  had  just  addressed  the  Senate,  that  be  had 
not  token  that  ground;  but  that  his^reat  anxiety 
was  to  secure  our  right  from  the  forty-second 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1844. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


315 


parellel  of  north  latitude  to  the  fif^jr-fourth  par- 
allel, which  every  American  citizen  concurs  our 
claim,  of  right,  extends  to.  But,  now  that  all 
other  subjects  of  difficulty  with  Great  Britain  arc 
adjusted,  and  a  negotiation  is  afoot  to  settle  this, 
it  did  seem  to  him,  at  least,  prudent  to  wait  and 
eiw  a  reasonable  time  for  its  adjustment.  He 
bad  no  apprehension  that,  in  this  negotiation,  our 
GoTerniuent  would  give  up  one  iota  of  its  claim 
or  ri^bt  to  the  full  territory  from  420  to  540  40*; 
but,  if  ample  and  satisfactory  equivalents  were 
offered,  eminently  advantageous  lo  this  country, 
would  it  not  be  well  to  have  time  to  consider  the 
subject,  and  decide  upon  it  with  a  full  knowledge 
of  the  importance  of  the  adjustment  which  could 
be  made  ? 

When  a  difficulty  exists  which  may,  by  an 
imprudent  step  on  either  side.,  lead  to  war,  every 
wise  and  prudent  man  must  desire  a  treaty  to  ad- 
just that  difficulty,  and  would  gladly  go  into  a 
nrgotiation  having  for  its  object  an  amicable  ar- 
raii<;eraent.  And  if  such  a  treaty  were  actually 
on  foot,  would  not  every  wise  and  prudent  man, 
rather  than  risk  a  ten-thousandth  part  of  its  chance 
of  success,  defer  any  unnecessary  action  that 
mieht  thwart  it? 

Now,  with  regard  to  the  propriety  or  necessity 
of  this  resolution  at  all,  he  confessed  he  did  not 
very  clearly  see  his  way  at  present.  The  con- 
vention which  it  proposes  to  abrogate  has  existed 
now  some  six-and-twenty  years;  and  having 
waited  so  long  without  any  prejudice  to  our  tille, 
why,  waa-it  supposed  we  could  not  wait  at  least 
six  months  longer,  to  see  what  was  likely  to  be 
the  result  of  the  negotiation  now  pending?  The 
passing  of  such  a  resolution  could  have  no  good 
effect,  and  could  hardly  fail  of  having  an  injuri- 
ous effect.  Sagacious  and  experienced  diploma- 
tists, meeting  in  negotiation,  know  that  the  object 
they  have  in  view  was  to  supersede  the  necessity 
for  such  notice  from  either  side,  and  would  act 
accordingly.  But  pass  this  resolutioji,  and  you 
are  not  at  liberty,  when  the  twelve  months  ex- 
pire, to  lake  any  other  stand  than  that  of  hostil- 
ity; for  it  declares  your  meaning  to  be,  that  you 
will  then  assert  your  right  to  the  whole  territory 
by  force,  if  necessary.  Now,  he  could  very  well 
imagine,  without  any  such  resolution,  that  it 
might  be  expedient  and  proper  for  one  negotiator 
tossy  to  another:  "  Iknowthetemperof  our  peo- 
ple so  well  that  I  can  safely  say,  if  we  do  not 
adjust  this  matter,  they  will  assert  their  right  to 
the  whole  territory  by  for<y. "  There  could  be  no 
discourtesy  in  that,  by  way  of  argument.  But 
10  meet  h  im  by  a  legislative  declaration  to  that 
effect  would  be  a  sure  means  of  provoking  resist- 
ance, and  breaking  off  all  negotiation.  He  did 
not  know  but  it  might  be  argued  that,  if  a  war  re- 
sulted from  such  a  declaration,  it  would  not  be 
without  iia  benefits,  as  the  homo  industry  of  (he 
country  would  be  stimulated,  and  the  mechanics 
and  manfacturers  of  the  North  would  then  have 
a  fair  opportunity  of  convincing  gentlemen  of 
South  Carolina  and  Alabama  that  they  could 
make  a  market  for  their  productions  at  home,  as 
good  as  the  foreign  market.  But  the  calamities 
of  war  to  a  whole  people  so  far  outweighed  all 
the  incidental  advantages  which  individuals  could 
glean  from  it,  that  they  could  not  but  be  shunned 
at  any  sacrifice  less  than  that  of  honor. 

We  had  invited  this  negotiation.  What  would 
be  thought  of  us  if  we  were  to  meet  the  English 
rninister  sent  to  treat  with  us,  with  Such  a  resolu- 
tion as  this  on  his  coming  through  the  ice  at  New 
York  to  land  upon  our  shores  ?  Should  we  make 
such  a  communication  in  advance  of  any  negotia- 
tion, what  could  be  its  effect  on  a  sensitive  and 
praud  mind,  but  that  of  prejudice  to  our  cause? 
What  would  be  our  feelings  in  his  place  ?  The 
same  blood  courses  in  the  veins  of  the  mother  and 
the  daughter;  that  which  stirs  up  the  pride  and 
resentment  of  the  one,  would  have  the  same  effect 
upon  the  other.  We  can  then  easily  judge,  from 
examining  our  own  hearts,  what  woula  be  the 
effect.  What  (he  ask^)  would  be  the  state  of 
things  at  the  end  of  twelve  months,  should  this 
notice  be  given  ?  There  would  then  be  no  existing 
convention.  Itwould  be  understood  by  all  British 
subjeela  in  Oregon  that  we  contemplated  taking 
forcible  possession  of  the  Territory.  American 
citizens  there  would  conceive  their  right  asserted 
by  this  Government.  Jealousies  and  disputes 
must  immediately  rise;  and  the  first  drop  of  blood 


shed  on  either  side  would  be  a  declaration  of  war. 
Were  we  prepared  beforehand  for  that  event  in 
that  quarter?  Was  there  not  the  greatest  proba-, 
bility  that  Great  Britain  would  take  the  notice  in 
the  way  in  which  it  was  meant,  and,  during  the 
twelve  msntha,  prepare  for  the  consequences  ? 
She  could  secure  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  with 
ten  guns  from  the  Sandwich  Islands.  Her  ar- 
rangements for  the  event  would  all  be  in  advance, 
and  ours  only  to  begin. 

He  denied  that  England  had  ever  shown  a  set- 
tled purpose,  or  any  purpose,  to  make  an  agri- 
cultural colonization  in  the  Oregon  territory.  Her 
solicitude  was  entirely  for  the  interests  of  her 
Hudson's  Bay  Company;  and  those  interestsex- 
tended  not  lieyond  those  of  hunting  and  trading 
for  furs.  The  Hudson's  Bay  Company  was  not 
in  the  territory  on  a  claim  of  right,  but  on  leave 
— the  leave  of  joint  occupalinn;aiid  that  could  not 
in  the  least  invalidate  our  title.  It  was  so  con- 
sidered by  Mr.  Albert  Gallatin.  Now,  even  the 
Pludson's  Bay  Company  had  no  power  from  Eng- 
land, in  its  charter,  lo  make  any  colonization  set- 
tlements in  the  territory;  and  if  some  agents  be- 
longing to  it  had  taken  up  and  cultivated  small 
garden  spots  or  farms,  it  was  evidently  subject 
to  the  contingency  of  their  becoming  American 
citizens,  when  the  business  of  the  company  should 
fail  in  that  region,  (hunting,  and  trading  in  furs,) 
and  it  should  be  obliged  to  move  further  north  in 
quest  of  game. 

Mr.  C.  here  went  into  a  lengthened  argument 
to  show  that,  as  the  agricultural  colonization  from 
this  country  increased  in  the  Oregon  territory, 
the  interests  and  motives  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  for  continuing  there  declined;  and  its 
agents  and  retired  servants,  becoming  residents 
and  cultivators,  of  necessity  merged  into  the 
American  population,  not  de-riving  any  title  from 
the  company  to  their  lands,  for  it  had  none  to 
give,  an^possessing  no  grants  from  the  British 
Government,  which  had  never  assumed  to  make 
any. 

He  argued,  from  these  premises,  that,  in  the 
natural  course  of  things,  time  was  doing  more 
for  us  than  either  war  or  negotiation  could  do; 
that  our  citizens  were  settling  there  as  cultivators 
of  the  soil,  and  WQuld  continue  to  emigrate  there, 
till  the  country  was  no  longer  fit  for  the  occupa- 
tion of  mere  trappers  and  hunters.  The  Hudson's 
Bay  Company  and  all  its  retainers  had  already 
foreseen  this,  and  prepared  for  its  retreat,  by  pur- 
chasing up  the  Russian  Fur  Company's  right  to 
hunting,  trapping,  and  trading,  through  the  north- 
ern region  to  the  frozen  sea.  I  n  a  very  few  years 
our  own  population  would,  quietly,  peacefully, 
almost  silently,  take  possession  of  the  territory. 
Already,  every  residrnt  cultivating  the  land, 
whether  half-breed  or  British  subject,  anxiously 
desired  to  be  numbered  among  American  citi- 
zens, and  placed  under  the  protection  of  our  Gov- 
ernment. 

Fully  satisfied  that  this  state  of  things  was  en- 
tirely favorable  to  us,  and  that  time  was  doing 
everything  for  this  country  that  could  be  desired, 
he  would, forhimself,  be  best  pleased  that  the  ex- 
isting convention  should  be  allowed  to  remain  in 
force  for  twenty  years  yet  to  come;  being  well 
convinced  in  his  own  mind,  that,  by  that  time, 
all  difficulty  would  vanish,  and  that  Great  Brit- 
ain would  no  longer  think  of  putting  forward  any 
claim  to  the  territory. 

He  referred  to  the  circumstances  of  England, 
which  had  induced  her  wisest  and  most  philan- 
thropic statesmen  to  push  emigration  from  the 
northern  country  to  the  utmost  limit,  for  pur- 
poses of  colonization  abroad;  and  contended  that, 
with  all  the  zeal  and  onxiety  to  raise  up  new  col- 
onies, Oregon  had  never  been  mentioned  as  a 
place  for  British  emigration;  showing  plainly 
that  the  English  Government  never  for  a  moment 
contemplated  any  such  thing  as  an  agricultural 
occupation  of  the  territory. 

Mr.  DAYTON  next  obtainetl  the  floor,  and 
expressed  his  intention  of  addressing  the  Senate 
on  the  subject;  but,  the  usual  hourof  adjournment 
having  arrived,  and  cotisidering  that  this  was 
Washington's  birthday,  he  did  not  wish  to  de- 
tain the  Senate,  and  therefore  moved  an  adjourn- 
ment. • 

The  question  being  put,  was  unanimously 
concurred  in;  and  the  Senate  accordingly  ad- 
journed. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Thorsdat,  Febrtutry  22,  1844. 

The  SPEAKER,  in  compliance  with  resolu- 
tions of  the  House,  has  made  the  following  ap- 
pointments to  fill  vacancies  that  have  occured  in 
the  standing  committees  by  the  resignations  of       ^ 
Messrs.  Wise,  Gilmer,  anci  Wilkins: 

Judiciary — Mr.  Dodglas. 

Mavttl  Affairs — Mr.  Herrick. 

Fore^  Affairs — Mr.  Hamhett. 

The  Journal  having  been  read, 

Mr.  KENNEDY,of  Maryland,  announced  the 
attendance  of  his  colleagues,  Messrs.  Causik, 
Preston, and  Brekgle,  lately  elected  Represent- 
ativca  from  the  State  of  Maryland ;  and  these  gen- 
tlemen having  presented  themselves  at  the  table, 
the  oath  to  support  the  Constitution  was  admin- 
istered to  them  by  the  Speaker. 

RCPJRT  ON  THE  RULES. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  that  the  first  busi- 
ness in  order  was  the  report  of  the  select  commit- 
tee on  the  rules,  on  which  subject  the  gentleman 
from  Alabama  [Mr.  Dellet]  was  entitled  to  the 
floor. 

Mr.  HENLEYasked  permission  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Alabama  to  move  for  a  suspension  of 
the  rules,  in  order  to  submit  a  resolution  fixins  a 
day  for  the  adjournment  of  Congress;  but  Mr, 
Dellet,  learning  that  the  lime  would  be  taken 
from  the  hour  allotted  to  him,  declined  giving 
way, 

Mr.  DELLET  then  observed  that,  in  the  re- 
marks he  proposed  to  submit  upon  the  question 
under  consideration,  he  should  refer,  in  the  flrst 
instance,  to  facts  and  circumstances  which  had 
occurred  there,  in  presence  of  that  national  Le- 
gislature; and  he  should  also  refer  to  circum- 
stances which  were  of  acknowledged  record  in 
the  history  of  the  country.  He  should  do  so  with 
fairness  and  impartiality;  and  if  the  conclusions 
he  should  draw  happened  to  be  unpalatable  to 
some  of  those  who  listened  to  him,  he  should  not 
stop  to  inquire  whether  they  were  so  or  not.  He 
should  endeavor  to  avoid  several  tonics  which 
had  been  Mrsorily  adverted  lo  in  the  debate,  and 
touch  lightly  on  others  which  had  been  more 
claboralely  dwelt  on. 

The  report  of  the  select  committee  had  pre- 
sented for  the  government  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  House  a  set  of  rules,  with  the  old  rule  pro- 
hibiting Ihe  reception  of  abolition  petitions 
stricken  out.  There  would  be  but  little  debate  on 
this  question  among  those  who  opposed  this  mo- 
tion, if  Ihe  nature  of  the  circumstances  under 
which  this  report  was  made  was  reversed.  If 
those  who  insisted  on  striking  out  this  rule  were 
of  the  South,  and  the  South  were  at  the  North,  ^ 
what  would  be  the  language  of  gentlemen  who 
now  are  such  strenuous  advocates  for  the  recep- 
tion of  abolition  petitions?  They  would  be  heard 
holding  up  the  Con.'ititution,  proclaiming  it  as  the 
sacred  shield  which  would  protect  them  in  their 
rights.  They  would  not  be  heard,  session  after 
session,  and  day  after  day,  insisting  on  present- 
ing these  petitions,  and  on  iheir  being  referred 
and  debated;  and  in  these  conclusions  he  was 
warranted  by  the  facts. 

Mr.  D.  then  went  on  to  give  a  description  of 
the  various  classes  of  abolition  petitions  that  had 
been  presented,  and  asked  for  what  purpose  they 
were  Drou»ht  here  ?  No  one  believed  that  Con- 
gress could  act  on  this  subject  in  any  manner  what- 
ever. Those  who  had  been  the  most  industrious 
in  the  presentation  of  these  petitions  acknowl- 
edged that  Congress  bad  no  jurisdiction  over  the 
suMect. 

The  member  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  GippiMcs,]  so 
anxious  fur  something  to  hangan  abolition  speech 
on,  had  seized  upon  the  resolution  of  the  gentle- 
man from  New  Hampshire,  asking  for  informa- 
tion in  relation  to  tlic  home  squadron.  The 
gentleman  asked  for  whose  benefit  this  home 
squadron  was  established,  and  then  answered  the 
question  himself.  He  said  it  was  established  to 
protect  the  interests  of  the  South,  and  to  catch 
runaway  negroes;  and  added  that  he  wished  ihey 
would  all  run  away.  The  gentleman  went  fur- 
ther, and  said  that  the  national  flag  was  disgraced 
in  protecting  the  interests  of  slaveholders.  Was 
the  national  flag  disgraced  when  it  was  supported 
by  the  Father  of  his  Country  at  Trenton, at  Ger? 


Digitized  by 


Google 


^16 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


February  22, 


mantown,  and  ot  Yorlttown  ?  Was  it  disgraced 
when  it  was  borne  by  the  Pincknoys  and  Lnu- 
rpnses  and  Sumters  and  Morions  of  llie  South, 
all  slaveholders,  when  the  British  army  retreated 
before  it?  Was  it  disgraced  when  planted  by  a 
single  brigade,  under  the  comnnnnd  of  a  slave- 
holder, in  the  face  of  the  British,  at  Lundy's 
Lane  ?  Was  it  disgraced  when  borne  by  the  hand 
of  a  slaveholder  at  the  sortie  of  Port  Erie  ?  Was 
it  disgraced  at  Tippecanoe  and  the  Thames,  when 
sustained  and  supported  by  the  eallant  band  who 
accompanied  a  slaveholder?  Was  it  disgraced 
and  dishonored  at  the  battle  of  the  Horse-shoe 
and  at  Pensacoln,  or  at  the  battle  of  the  8th  of 
January,  when  sustained  by  a  slaveholder,  be- 
fore a  British  army  of  superior  force,  and  when 
that  army  was  vanquished?  The  gentleman, 
however,  said  that  our  flag  was  disgraced  in  pro- 
tecting the  rights  of  the  South;  and  this  had  been 
heaid  in  silence,  and  without  rebuke.  There  had  . 
been  no  indignation  attempted  to  witherand  blast 
the  individual  who  could  thus  dishonor  his  coun- 
try, and  defame  the  living  and  the  dead.  But  the 
gentleman  did  not  want  the  American  flag  to  pro- 
tect the  interests  of  the  South,  because  Ohio  was 
taxed  to  support  the  Nnvy.  Was  the  South 
never  taxed  to  defend  Ohio?  The  gentleman 
wished  to  wash  his  hands  of  everything  con- 
nected with  slavery;  but  his  hands  never  could 
be  washed;  for  his  State  had  dipped  her  hands 
in  the  matter  of  which  he  complained,  and  bear 
it  he  should,  and  bear  it  he  must.  When  Ohio 
adopted  the  Federal  Constitution,  why  did  she 
not  complain  of  this  stigma  of  slavery,  and  re- 
fuse to  take  it  as  part  ami  parcel  of  the  compact? 
But  she  did  not  complain;  she  adopted  it,  and 
took  upon  herself  all  the  obligations  imposed  by 
it.  The  duty  of  the  gentleman,  therefore,  to  his 
country,  and  his  allegiance  to  his  State,  would 
compel  him  to  sustain  that  Constitution,  and  pre- 
vent him  from  washing  his  hands  of  one  of  its 
compromises. 

One  gentleman  had  said  the  world  was  at  peace; 
and  therefore  "cut  down  your  Navy."  "You 
cannot  rival  Great  Britain.and  therefore  cut  down 
your  Navy."  And  gentlemen  cried  "  cat  down 
your  home  squadron,  and  do  not  keep  it  to  pro- 
tect the  interests  of  the  South,  and  to  hunt  and 
catch  runaway  slaves."  And  this  was  said  and 
proclaimed  at  a  time  when  England  was  taking 
Oregon,  and  looking  for  the  control  of  Texas. 
Oh  !  if  those  gentlemen  could  only  see  Texas  and 
Oregon  and  the  West  Indies  belonging  to  the 
same  Power  that  controls  Canada,then  with  them 
the  delightful  consummnlinn  of  this  abolition  tri- 
umph would  be  accomplished;  and  thus  the  work 
of  nftj-odd  years  whs  to  be  put  at  hazard,  and 
to  be  jeoparded;  and  for  what?  Why  some  gen- 
tlemen said  merely  to  gratify  the  Abolitionists. 
They  were  to  permit  these  abolition  petitions  to 
be  presented  here,  said  some,  merely  that  the  right 
of  petition  might  not  be  infringed!  They  were 
to  acknowledge  the  right  to  present  such  petitions 
— the  right  to  have  them  received,  referred,  con- 
sidered, and  reported  upon;  and  thus  the  work  of 
fifty  years  was  to  be  put  at  hazard  I  And  gentle- 
men would  see,  unmoved,  all  that  had  been  ac- 
complished,'thus  otfcred  up  to  their  Moloch;  and 
thus  they  could  strike  down  the  Constitution,  and 
all  law  and  order  which  had  been  established 
under  that  law. 

Some  gentlemen  had  contended,  to  strengthen 
the  claim  to  present  these  abolition  petitions,  that 
the  people  had  the  right  to  petition  fofa  redress 
of  grievances.  Slavery,  said  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  [Mr.  Beahpslet,]  is  a  grievance. 
That  was  taken  for  granted;  but  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  did  not  take  time  to  prove  it, 
nor  did  he  give  himself  any  trouble  to  show  to 
what  part  of  this  nation,  or  to  what  portion  of 
the  people,  it  was  a  grievance.  The  gentleman 
ossumed  it  to  be  a  grievance;  and  if  it  were  so,  to 
whom  was  it  a  grievance  ?  Was  it  a  grievance  to 
those  who  were  not  connected  with  it  except  in- 
cidentally— except  that  the  same  Oeneral  Gov- 
ernment extended  over  one  portion  of  this  Union 
as  well  as  the  other?  Was  it  a  grievance  to  the 
Abolitionists?  In  what  way  did  it  interfere  with 
them?  Why,  not  at  all.  The  only  connection 
they  had  with  it  was  brought  about  by  their  own 
machinations;  and  because,  choosing  to  deem  it 
highly  immoral,  they  agitated  the  country  with  a 
matter  with  which  they  had  nothing  to  do,  in  I 


defiance  of  the  Constitution,  and  of  the  duty 
which  they  owed  to  every  part  of  this  Union, 
Viewing  the  matter  thus,  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  had  thouglil  proper  to  extend  to  the  South 
some  very  gracious  advice.  The  gentleman  snid 
to  theSoutii,"  keepcool;don't  get  e*eiied.  Oil, 
no,  don't  get  excited;  receive  these  petitions,  ami 
this  agitniion  would  be  quieted — would  abate.*' 
Now,  would  that  gentleman  permit  him  to  give 
to  him  some  advice?  and  it  wuu,  that  he  should 
spcnk  to  Ills  people  in  the  North,  on  thisabolilion 
qiiusticin,  in  a  dllTercnt  tone  than  that  in  which 
they  were  usually  answered.  Let  thegemleman 
tell  them,  "  so  far  as  slavery  in  the  States  is  con- 
cerned, your  petitions  ought  not  to  be  received." 
Why  ?  Because  thegemleman  had  told  the  House 
that  if  the  petitions  asked  for  anything  unconsti- 
tutional, the  House  might  reject  them.  That  was 
one  of  his  postulates.  Let  him,  therefore,  tell  his 
constituents,  that,  on  the  subject  of  slavery  in  the 
States,  their  petitions  ought  not  to  be  received; 
they  ought  not  to  be  considered;  and,  therefore, 
that  he  would  not  present  tiiem.  If  the  gentle- 
man would  take  this  ground  sturdily  at  home,  he 
would  be  better  employed  than  in  advising  the 
South  to  keep  cool,  when  this  agitation  was  kept 
up  around  them,  and  when  the  Abolitionists  were 
boasting  that  their  numbers  were  rapidly  increas- 
ing. 

But  the  gentleman  said,  though  it  was  uncon- 
stitutional to  touch  the  question  of  slavery  in  the 
Stales,  it  was  constitutional  to  legislate  on  the 
subject  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 
Now,  when  the  Constitution  was  adopted,  whose 
interests  were  involved?  Did  it  not  cover  and 
protect theintereslsof  every  individual  over  whom 
It  was  thrown?  Every  part  and  parcel  of  the 
country  was  protected  and  shielded  by  that  in- 
strument. Where,  then,  did  the  gentleman  get 
his  doctrine,  that  Congress  could  legislate  on  the 
subject  of  slavery,  or  abolish  slavery  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia?  Did  he  get  it  from  the  ces- 
sions of  Virginia  or  Maryland?  If  he  did,  it  was 
.the  first  lime  that  ever  a  lawyer  had  pronounced 
the  doctrine  that  the  power  to  legislate  was  power 
to  change  a  constitution;  or  that  an  act  of  a  Le- 
gislature was  to  alter,  or  abrogate,  or  amend  any 
portion  of  a  constitution. 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY  rose  to  explain. 

Mr.  DELLET  declined  to  yield  any  portion  of 
his  time;  and  he  again  asked  where  the  gentle- 
man gjpt  his  power  to  legislate  on  the  subject  of 
slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia?  Suppose 
this  District,  instead  of  being  placed  where  it  now 
stood,  had  been  placed  in  New  Hampshire,  for 
instance,  where  he  believed  there  was  not  even 
the  semblance  of  slavery;  would  the  gentleman's 
argument  hold  good?  If  Congress  could  act  so 
as  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
it  could  legislate  to  establish  slavery,  if  this  Dis- 
trict had  been  located  in  New  Flampshire.  Did 
the  gentleman  believe  Congress  had  power  to  do 
that  ?  But  such  was  the  consequence  of  bis  argu- 
ment. 

Other  gentlemen  who  contended  that  Congress 
had  the  power  to  legislate  on  the  subject  of  sla- 
very here,  had  quoted,  in  support  of  their  posi- 
tion, the  language  of  Mr.  Madison;  but  those 
gentlemen,  like  county-court  lawyers,  had  read 
just  as  much  as  answered  their  purpose,  and 
omitted  other  parts  which  should  have  been  read 
to  make  the  subject  plain  and  intelligible.  He 
would,  therefore,  for  the  information  of  the 
House,  read  further  extracts  from  Mr.  Madison 
on  the  same  subject. 

The  honorable  gentleman  read  the  extracts  re- 
ferred to,  and  then  said:  These  were  Mr.  Madi- 
son's views  on  the  subject,  in  which  it  was  shown 
that  he  was  of  opinion  that  Congress  had  no 
power,  by  the  Constitution,  which  authorized  it 
to  legislate  on  that  subject;  and  that  any  attempt 
to  exercise  such  power  would  be  a  usurpation. 

Another  gentleman  [Mr.  Severance]  who  had 
argued  this  question,  suggested  that  the  people 
of  the  East  could  not  get  land  enough  in  their 
own  neighborhood ;  and  that  so  long  as  water  ran , 
this  agitation  would  not  cease.  And  what  reason 
did  he  give?  Why ,  he  said  that  when  the  south- 
ern slaves  were  liberated ,  the  Yankees  could  come 
ancLocciipy  the  most  profitable  and  beneficial  land 
of  the  South.  He  knew  the  Yankees  had  great 
anxiety  to  do  so  anyhow;  and  he  knew,  also,  that 
the  Yankees  made  about  the  toughest  masters, 


and   worked  harder,  and  fed  lighter,  than  any 
others.     [Laughter.] 

But  a  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wise,] 
who  was  not  now  in  his  seat,  had  procbimed 
that  he  ceased  to  wage  war  any  longer  on  ihia 
subject.  This  he  (.Mr.  D.)  regretted.  If  the  gen- 
tleman had  lost  his  iinnor,  be  lind  but  to  dis|mtck 
a  message  to  that  old  mother  who  had  so  long 
sustained  and  taken  care  of  liim;  and  in  a  few 
days  he  might  have  hud  new  and  briglitcr  armor, 
and  then  he  might  have  taught  Hector  that 
Achilles  was  himself  again.  But  whence  (he 
asked)  did  the  memorial  from  the  Massachusetts 
Legislature  come?  And  whence  came  this  lan- 
guage.'— "  That  slavery  will  be  abolished  in  this 
country,  and  throughout  the  world,  I  firmly  be- 
lieve; whether  it  will  be  done  peaceably,  or  by 
blood,  God  only  knows.  But  that  it  shall  be 
accomplished,  i  have  not  a  doubt;  and  by  what- 
ever means,  I  eay  let  it  come."  Yes,  "  by  what- 
ever means,  1  say  let  it  come!"  That  was  the 
prayer  offered  in  Iransitn  to  the  throne  of  mercy. 
By  blood  or  otherwise,  let  it  come  ! 

Mr.  AD.AMS.    Let  iicome. 

Mr.  DELLET.  Yes,  let  it  come;  no  matter 
what  havoc  shall  ensue  amongst  the  five  milllona 
of  men,  women,  and  children  of  the  South  I  Let 
them  all  be  served  up  to  satiate  the  Moloch  of 
those  assailants  of  tlic  Constitution,  and  for  the 
purpose  of  ofiVring  up  sweet  incense  to  the  holy 
— thrice  holy  Abolitionists!  The  right  of  petition 
had  been  dwelt  upon,  and  gentlemen  had  quoted 
British  authority  in  iis  support,  while  they  were 
disregarding  the  petitions  of  the  five  millions  of 
citizens  of  the  South.  Yes,  they  could  listen  to 
the  petitions  of  Abolitionists,  but  they  could  not 
listen  to  the  petitions  of  five  mill  ions  of  the  gieople 
of  the  Soulh.  There  was,  to  the  apprehension 
of  the  gentlemen,  it  seemed,  a  pith,  a  marrow,! 
substance,  in  the  petitions  of  the  Abolitionisu, 
which  no  others  possessed.  The  people  of  the 
South,  petition  as  they  might,  could  never  obtain 
th«  ear  of  the  gentlemen.  He  did  not  say  thst 
the  people  of  the  South  had  petitioned  the  House 
upon  the  subject  of  slavery.  In  fact,  they  had 
not,  and  never  would;  but  their  petitions  were 
written  in  the  Constitution  of  this  nation.  From 
that  instrument  they  were  staring  gentlemen  in 
the  face  at  the  very  moment  when  abolition  peti- 
tions were  being  presented  to  the  House. 

Bat,  layihg  aside  the  constitutional  qnestion, 
he  would  ask,  would  they  conserM,  as  a  matter  of 
expediency,  to  give  ths  preference  to  the  pciitioni 
of  a  few  hundreds,  or  even  thousands,  of  Aboli- 
tionists, over  the  petitions  of  five  millions  of  the 
people  of  the  South  ?  But  he  proceeded  to  inquire, 
(and  he  did  it  through  no  disrespect,)  whence 
was  it  that  the  most  astute  and  industrious  advo- 
cale'of  the  abolition  petitions  derived  his  present 
notions  upon  the  subject  of  slavery;  and  when  it 
was  thai  they  first  took  possession  of  his  breast? 
He  would  certainly  have  supposed  that  age  so 
advanced,  industry  so  untiring,  learning  so  accu- 
mulated, honors  and  confidence  so  abundantly 
bestowed  by  a  just  if  not  a  grateful  country, 
would  have  withheld  the  gentleman,  when  speak- 
ing of  a  class  of  the  citizens  of  this  Union,  from 
applying  to  them  the  odious  term  "  slaveholder." 
Whence  was  it  that  the  gentleman  had  received 
his  first  political  honors?  From  the  hands  of 
slaveholders.  By  whose  advice  was  he  retained 
in  an  honorable  mission  abroad?  By  that  oft 
slaveholder.  Who  placed  him  in  the  college  of 
the  diplomatic  world,  in  which  he  gained  that  dis- 
tinction to  which  he  was  so  eminently  entitled? 
Slaveholders.  Who  made  him  afterwards  Secre- 
tary of  State  ?  Slaveholders.  And  who  lastly 
maOe  him  the  chief  among  ten  thousand,  snd 
placed  him  in  the  presidential  chair?  Slavehold- 
ers. And  yet,  with  all  these  honors  thick  upon 
him,  with  all  these  rewards  of  a  grateful  country, 
he  calls  his  benefactors  slaveholders. 

"He  was  one  among  those  who,  in  1824,  pre- 
ferred the  civil  qualifications  of  the  gentleman  to 
those  of  a  military  charrttler  in  the  selection  of  a 
Chief  Magistrate  of  the  Union.  He  need  not  ask 
to  be  pardoned  by  the  gentleman;  but  be  did  oak 
the  forgiveness  of  his  country. 

There  was  a  strong  disposition  on  the  port  of 
a  large  portion  of  the  people  of  this  country  lo 
imitate  what  they  called  the  moraiity  of  Great 
Britain.  He  would  ask  the  attention  of  gentlemen 
to  the  morality  of  Great  Britain.-  Africa,  most 
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nfflicled  ofHeaven,  had  furnished  more  nf  human 
suffering  than  any  otherspotorearth.and  throush 
whose  means?  By  means  of  British  cupidity.  In 
1808,  she  secured  to  herself  a  monopoly  of  the 
slave  trade  for  thirty  years,  by  which  it  was  stip- 
ulated that  she  should  for  that  period  furnish  all 
the  Spanish  colonies  with  slaves.  She  secured 
to  herself  the  traffic  in  human  flesh  and  blood; 
ay,  the  traffic  in  souls  for  thirty  years!  Did  her 
example  make  no  impression  upon  those  over 
whom  her  influence  extended  >  Why,  after  the 
conclusion  of  the  American  war,  was  the  slave 
tnde  continued  in  this  country?  And  who  was 
itthaten^ged  in  that  trade?  The  gentleman's 
friends  (whether  relatives  or  not,  he  could  not 
say)  entered  into  that  traffic;  and,  until  the  year 
1808,  they  continued' to  make  money  by  tramcin 
human  flesh  and  blood,  which  was  now  a  matter 
of  such  serious  complaint  in  the  mouths  of  the 
Abolitionists.  Was  it  for  the  purpose  of  quieting 
the  spirits  (according  to  the  notions  of  the  gen- 
tlemen) of  those  who  were  justly  dimned,  that 
these  petitions  were  now  thrust  upon  the  House 
day  aher  day?  God  would  deal  with  them  ac- 
cording to  their  deservings;  these  petitions  would 
abate  nothing  of  their  sufferings,  the  gentleman 
might  be  assured.  The  question  might  have  been 
settled  iongago,  if  the  gentleman,  who  is  so  astute, 
had  made  known  his  sentiments  then;  it  might 
be  settled  now,  i  f  there  was  only  resolution  enough 
to  march  up  to  it. 

The  gentleman  from  Massacbuaelta  acknowl- 
edged that  Congress  had  no  power  to  abolish  sla- 
very in  the  States.  Yet  he  persisted  in  forcing 
upon  the  House  abolition  petitions;  and  for  what 
purpose?  Waa  it  Vbr  the  purpose  of  keeping 
Congress  in  agitation  ?  The  gentleman  owed  it 
to  his  patriotism;  he  owed  it  to  his  country;  lie 
owrd  it  to  the  five  millions  of  men,  women,  and 
children  who  were  soliciting  them  to  preserve  the 
peace  of  the  country;  he  owed  it  to  them 

The  falling  of  the  Speaker's  hammer  announced 
the  expiration  of  the  hour. 

Mr.  ROGERS  obtained  ibc  floor  for  the  morn- 
ing hour  to-morrow. 


EXBCUTIVE  COMMUNICATION. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  com- 
Diunicatinn  from  the  Pri'sidcnt  of  the  United 
States,  accompanied  by  a  report  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  War;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

NAVAL  DEPOT. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  asked  and  obtained  pprmis- 
■lon  to  oflcr  a  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of 
Mississippi  in  relation  to  a  naval  depot;  which 
Was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Adaira, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DR0.M6O0LE,  the  bill  for 
the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means. 

ADJOURNMENT  SINE  DIE. 

Mr.  HENLEY  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  for 
the  purpose  of  allowing  him  to  offer  a  resolution 
that  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  adjourn  rine  die 
on  the day  of  May. 

The  question  being  pot  upon  Mr.  Henley's 
woiion,  the  yens  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  said  he  had  voted, and  should 
continue  to  vole  against  the  resolution  fixing  a 
ilay  nfadjournment,  until  the  Committeoof  Ways 
and  Means  should  report  upon  the  subject  of  re- 
vising the  tariff.  Hk  understood  that  the  com- 
mittee were  now  engaged  in  preparing  a  bill,  and 
would,  in  all  probabilixy,  report  in  the  course  of 
the  ensuing  week.  The  House  would  then  have 
the  subject  before  them,  as  well  as  the  appropri- 
ation bills,  and  could  act  undersiandingly  on  the 
subject.  He  w»8  ready  to  fix  the  earliest  possi- 
ble day,  after  giving  time  to  act  on  those  import- 
ant measures,  but  not  before. 

The  yens  and  nays  being  taken,  resulted — yeas 
108,  nays  55;  as  follows: 

Yr.A9— Mnssru.  Abbott,  Adams,  Dakrr,  Darrlnger, 
Btanl»ky,  IIimuoii,  UidliK.-k,  Cltvaril  J.  Itlacit,  J.nimn 
Ul«ck,  BiM.il  r,  llntvcr,  Brodhoail,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Millon 
Brnwii.  VVilliniii  J.  Umwn,  UulDnKtiHi,  I'.urkc,  Dun,  (Jald- 
wt'll,  <;arT(>ll,  Rc'Ubcii  Cha|>iim)i,  t'mii>tiin,  Culloui,  D.ina, 
IJaiiiol,  Jolin  VV.  DavU,  Dnbcrry,  lllckinn>ii,  Elli.-,  Farlcc, 
» leklin,  Florence,  French,  Byram  Oreen,  Hardin,  Harper, 
Hi}!,  Henlqr,  Uerrick,  Uoustoa,  Uubard,  Ilukbell,  llugiies, 


llungorford,  Waahinston  Hunt,  iaiaes  D.  Hum,  Irvin. 
Jenks,  Perlcy  B.  Jnlmflon.  Andrew  Johntinn,  UrorRc  VV. 
Jone*,  .\ndrew  Kennedy,  Predion  Kin;.  Daniel  P.  Kins, 
Labranchc,  Lucas,  Lyon,  McClelland,  McC'lornard,  Mc- 
Dowell, Mcllvaine,  Mullicws,  JoTtepti  M<>rris,  Murphy, 
\urri:j,  Peyton,  Pratt,  Rniutey,  Uathbun,  Charles  M.  Iteed, 
David  S.  Reid.  Iteding,  Kelfe,  Utttcr,  Robinson, Rockwell, 
Rogers,  Russell,  S,imple,  Hrlieiirk,  Senlcr.  Severance, 
Thoinoa  II.  Seymour,  David  L.  Si-yinour,  Simons,  Alliert 
Binilh,John  T.  Smith,  Thomas  Sniilh,  Caleb  D.  i^niilh, 
Bteenrod,  Btetson,  Andrew  Stiiwart.  Hiiles,  StrouK,  Sykes, 
Thoma«son,Tilden,  Vance. Vaninetcr,  VVenlworlh.  Weth- 
ercd,  VVheaton,  White,  Williams.  Winthrop,  William 
Wrisht,  Joseph  A.  Wright,  and  Vosl— 108. 

NAV8  —  Messrs.  Ashe,  Atkinson,  Bnmnrd,  Belicr, 
Blackwell,  Jacob  BrinkerhnfT,  Campbell,  Collin,  Augustus 
A.  Chapman,  Chnppell,  Cobb,  Kich.ird  D.  Davis,  Dean, 
Dickey,  Droiugoole,  Fisti,  Fool,  Foster,  Giddings,  Willis 
Green,  Grinnell,  Hale,  Hamlin,  llof^e,  Hopkins,  Hudson, 
Jtisepli  R.  Ingcrsoll,  Jameson,  Cave  Johnson.  John  P.  Ken- 
nedy, Lewis,  McCuuslen,  Maelny,  McKay,  Moore,  Morse, 
Moseley,  Newton,  Parmenler,  Patterson,  Payne,  Emery 
D.  Potter,  Saunders,  Simpson,  Slidell.  Stephens,  John 
Stewarl.Stone,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Tlbbatts,  Tyler,  Vin- 
ton, and  Waller — 55. 

PENSION  BILL. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
(Mr.  Campbell  in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  revolutionary  and  other  pensioners  of  tlio 
United  States,  the  question  being  on  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  Mr.  C.  Johnson,  providing  that 
no  Army  or  Navy  officer  shall  receive  a  pension 
while  receiving  pay  from  Government  as  such, 
and  that  all  laws  authorizing  such  payment  be 
repealed . 

On  putting  the  question,  this  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  then  submitted  the  follow- 
ing additional  amendment: 

^nJ  f>e  it  further  enartM^  That  sn  much  of  the  set  ap 
proved  June  9a.  I^M,  enlilled  "  An  act  concerniug  naval 
pi-ttsinns  and  tlie  Navy  p.-iKion  fund,*' as  is  ill  the  tbllowing 
word-* :  -'.And  lli<r>nnieanr  hereby  alsoeiitilled — tin*  widiiws 
ol'otnecrs.senMieu.  and  niannes.  who  Have  diful  in  the  naval 
service,  by  reason  of  disease  contraeted.orof  casualties,  by 
drnwniiii;  or  <,lhcrwi!'(>,  or  or  injuries  received  tvhile  ill  the 
line  oi'  their  duty;  and  the  pensions  of  such  widows  shall 
comnienec  Troiii  Ihe  passage  of  this  net:  ProeWerf,  That 
vyKiy  ttension  hereby  granted  shall  cease  on  the  deatli  or 
marriage  of  such  widows'* — be,  and  the  same  Is  hereby,  re- 
pealed. 

Mr.  J.  having  explained  and  advocated  this 
amendment, 

A  conversational  debate  was  continued  by 
Messrs.  PARMENVER,  THO.MASSON,  C. 
JOHNSON,  HARDIN,  HALE,  BRENGLE, 
BtULACK,  McKAY,  and  BELSER. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WELLER,  the  committee 
rose  and  reported  progress. 

Washington's  birthdat. 

Mr.  BAR.VARD  observed  that  it  was  then  after 
three  o'clock,  and  Washington's  birthday;  and 
he  therefore  moved  that  the  House  adjourn. 

Mr:  C.  JOHNSON  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays;  which  being  ordered,  resulted — yeas  65, 
nays  77. 

so  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 
PENSION  BILL — AGAIN. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DROMGOOLE,  the  House 
again  resolved  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Camp- 
bell in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  making  provision  for  the  revolutionary 
and  other  pensioners  of  the  United  States. 

The  question  beingput  upon  the  pending  amend- 
ment, it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  DICKEY  moved  to  strike  out  the  last  pro- 
viso in  the  bill,  as  follows: 

"  Provided,  1'hat  no  pension  shall  hereafter  commence 
before  the  day  on  which  the  application  of  the  person  claim- 
ing it  shall  have  been  tiled  with  the  Commissinner.*' 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  DICKEY  in 
favor  of  this  amendment,  and  Mr.  McKAY  in 
opposition  to  it,  the  question  was  taken  on  it,  and 
it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  COLLAMER  moved  to  amend  the  above 
proviso,  by  inserting  the  words  "  hcrcafler  ap- 
plied for,*'  after  the  word  "  pension,"  so  as  to 
make  it  read  "  no  pension  hereafter  applied  for 
shall  hereafter  commence,"  &c. 

Mr.  DANA  made  some  obsenrations  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  COLLAM  ER  said  the  object  of  the  amend- 
ment was  to  diminish  the  inducements  to  commit 
perjury  to  sustain  long'-standing  claims;  as  it 
would  provide,  if  adopted,  that  no  peaaionahoiUd 


take  effect  but  from  the  time  the  application  should 
be  made. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  DANA  then  moved  to  amend  further;  but 
■  after  a  few  words  from  Mr   DUO.MGOOLE, 
I       The  CHAIRMAN  decided  that  the  amendment 
was  not  in  order. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the  bill 
to  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  the  ouestion  to  be  on 
concurring  in  the  amendment  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  said,  believing  that  the  subject 
had  been  sufficiently  discussed  in  committee,  to 
save  the  time  of  the  House,  he  called  for  the  pre- 
vious question;  but  before  that  question  waa  de- 
termined whether  that  motion  was  seconded. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LEWIS,  the  House  ad- 
journed. 

The  fnllowiiif  petitions,  presented  to-day,  were  handed 
to  the  reporters  by  the  members  presenting  them : 

By  Mr.  UKODilEAD:  Three  petitions,  numerously  signed 
by  citizens  of  t'arlKin  county,  Pennsylvania,  pra}ing  for  tho 
passage  of  a  taw  exempting  canal  boats  ciiga^fed  in  the  coal 
Iraile  I'roin  paying  coasting  licenses. 

By  Mr.  TIBllAH'S  :  The  petition  of  Captain  William 
StuUbleOeld,  of  Muson  county,  Kentucky,  pmying  that  n 
pension  may  lie  granted  to  him  on  account  ot'  services  in 
tile  Indian  ware,  from  1791  tul794;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions. 

By  Mr.  McCLEKNANI)  :  The  petition  of  Oeorge  Levis. 
ton  and  sf^venty-seven  others,  citizens  of  the  county  of 
Gallatin,  lUinnis.  praying  for  a  donation  of  lands  in  the 
Shawneeiowii  and  Pale^^tine  land  di.-tricts,  in  said  State; 
and  in  the  Vinccnnes  district,  in  the  State  of  Indiana,  for 
Ihe  ini[tfoveroent  of  the  navigation  of  the  Great  Wabasli 
,  river ;  which  waa  referred  to  ibe  Committee  on  Public 
,  Land'<. 

'       By  .Mr.  KING,  of  New  York  :  A  petition  of  inhnbitaiiis 
I    of  St.  Lawrence  and  Franklin  counties,  New  York,  for 
I    IIm:  eslablishmentof  a  post  nmte  between  Stockholm  and 
I    llogansburg,  by  Ihe  way  of  Brasher  Falls  and   Helena; 
winch  was  referred  to  Uip  Committee  on  the  Pwt  Olflce 
anil  Po-<t  Roadi- 
\i      By  Mr  FARLCn :  The  petition  of  A.  Shiner  and  iiinety- 
I .  eight  others,  of  Uie  county  of  Sussei ;  of  Amos  Littell  and 
thirty  five  oUiers,  of  Lat'nyette;  of  Jnlin  Cummings  and 
thirty  two  others,  of  Montague  ;  of  Aaron  A.  Kelsey  aud 
thirty  six  others,  of  Newton  and  Green  ;  of  Isaac  Bniinell 
and-lorly-lwo  others,  of  Montague  ;  and  of  William  Torrey 
and  ^irty-eigtit  oltiers.  Of'  Sparta ;  all  citizens  of  the  county 
of  SusM'X.iu  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  praying  for  reduction 
in  Ihe  rales  of  posL-iye,  aiid  abolition  of  ihe  franking  privi- 
lege ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Conitnitee  on  the  Post 
Otiiee  and  l'o*t  itoais. 

ily  Mr.  'I'HOMP.SON :  Tlie  resolutions  of  the  Legislature 
of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  in  relation  to  the  location  of  the 
western  armory  and  saval  deisil;  wliicli  were  (Kilered  to 
I  be  printed,  and  referred  tothcConiniitteeon  Naval  Aflliirs. 
I  tiy  Mr.  LYON  :  The  petition  of  two  hundred  and  eighty 
citisetw  of  Michigan,  praying  Congress  to  pr(»vide  for  im- 
proving the  harbor  at  the  mouth  of  South  Black  river,  ou 
Ihe  eastern  shore  of  Lake  Michigan. 

By  Mr.  ilCNLEY :  The  Joint  resolution  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  State  of  Indiana,  instrucUnir  tlie  rlennlors  and 
requesting  the  Representatives  from  said  Stale  in  tile  Con- 
gress of  Ihe  Unilinl  Slates  to  use  their  exertions  to  |,rocure 
a  grant  of  land  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  canal  around 
tlie  foils  of  the  Ohio  upon  tlie  Indituia  side. 


IN  SENATE. 
FaiDAT,  February  23,  1844. 

Mr.  BREESEsaid  he  had  been  requested  by  a 
highly  respectable  citizen  of  Illinois  to  present 
his  memorial  upon  a  subject  of  vast  public  im- 
portance— that  of  the  improvement  of  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  western  waters,  in  which  not  only  the 
West,  but  the  whole  Union,  had  a  great  interest. 
As  the  memorialist  speaks  upon  such  a  subject, 
it  was  but  right  he  should  inform  the  Senate  who 
he  was,  and  what  claims  he  might  have  upon  the 
notice  oftheScnate.  His  name  is  John  M. Peck — 
a  pastor  in  the  Baptist  Church— a  roan  of  liberal 
eiiucation,  of  enlarged  and  generally  occorate 
views,  who  had  resided  in  the  West  more  than  a 
quarter  of  a  century, and,  in  his  capacity  of  mis- 
sionary, had  traveled  upon  the  western  rivers  as 
often  as  any  other  one  man  whose  pursuits  are 
not  wholly  confined  to  them.  It  was  his  fortune 
to  be  one  of  the  passengers  upon  the  ill-fated 
Shepherdess  on  the  night  of  the  3d  of  January 
last,  when  more  than  seventy  persons  found  • 
grave  in  the  dark  and  turbid  waters  of  the  Mis 
siasippi,  at  midnight,  and  within  sight  of  theii 
destined  port.  The  passengers,  at  nine  o'clock, 
confident  of  their  safe  arrival — the  ersatest  dan- 
gers of  the  river  having  been  passed— had  signed 
a  complimentary  letter  to  the  captain,  returning 
their  acknowleilgments  for  his  care  and  attention 
to  their  safety,  and  each  sought  repose,  gladdened 
by  the  cheering  prospect  of  meeting  once  more 
dear  relalitres  and  friends,  and  enjoying  the  de- 
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lights  of  home.  At  twelre  o'clock  the  boat  struck 
a  snag,  and  in  a  few  minutes  the  bow  was  under 
water.  Many  of  the  deck  passengers  were 
drowned  in  their  beds.  .  Some  saved  themselves 
by  swimming,  aided  by  pieces  of  plank,  and  other 
buoyant  articles  that  floated  from  the  wreck 
Children  perished  with  cold  in  their  rescued 
mother's  arms;  others  mourned  parents  lost;  and 
the  widow's  wail  was  heard  amid  the  accumulated 
horrors  of  that  scene. 

If  this  was  a  solitary  case,  it  would  not  be  en- 
titled— melancholy,  afflicting,  and  heart-rending 
as  it  was — tn  claim  more  than  the  liveliest  sym- 
pathies of  Congress;  but  when  it  was  considered 
that  they  were  of  weekly  occurrence,  and  subject 
the  immense  trade  and  commerce  of  the  West  to 
heavy  losses,  (thereby  diminishing  its  value,  now 
greatly  exceeding  the  entire  foreign  commerce  of 
the  nation,)  it  became  entitled  to  the  application 
of  the  legitimate  powers  of  Congress  also,  to  af- 
ford a  remedy. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  was  a  strict  constructionist. 
He  would  not,  for  the  sake  of  any  local  advant- 
age, stretch  any  of  our  powers  beyond  the  grant; 
and,  in  all  cases  of  doubt  he  would  refuse  to  act. 
He  must  be  convinced  a  power  had  been  granted, 
before  be  would  consent  to  exet°cise  it. 

We  of  the  West  believe  we  arc  entitled  to'the 
full  benefit  of  the  grant  to  Congress  "  to  regulate 
commerce  with  foreign  nations,  and  among  the 
several  Stales,  and  with  the  Indian  tribes."  We 
do  not  believe  its  benefits  should  be  exclusive, 
nor  any  other  of  the  numerous  blessings  of  this 
Government,  Like  the  dew  of  heaven,  they 
should  descend  upon  all  portions  of  our  vast  Con- 
federacy, in  a  measure  suited  to  each  respective 
position,  and  with  an  equal  dispensation. 

They  have  never  been  niggard  in  voting  such 
appropriations  to  benefit,  increase,  and  protect  the 
foreign  commerce  of  the  nation,  as  its  friends 
have  required;  they  had  contributed  to  erect  the 
light-house,  the  stupendous  breakwater,  and  to 
improve  the  harbors  of  our  sea-coast.  They 
now  ask,  in  return,  only  that  they  shall  have 
such  appropriations  as  were  applicable  to  tlyir 
peculiar  situation;  and,  as  the  western  States  had 
been  admitted  into  the  Union  on  equal  footing 
with  the  original  States,  "  in  all  respects  what- 
ever," they  claim  the  application  of  all  the  un- 
questioned delegated  powers  of  Congress  for  their 
benefit.  Benefits  and  burdens  should  be  in  some 
degree  reciprocal;  and,  as  the  great  West  is  now 
the  greatest  consumer  of  your  foreign  imports, 
she  pays  into  the  common  Treasury  the  greatest 
share  of  the  national  rcvcnurs. 

It  was  a  matter  of  gratifying  consideration  to 
witness  the  rapid  strides  with  which  that  most 
delightful  portion  of  the  world  had  advanced  to 
wealth  and  power,  and  how  successfully  her  giant 
energies  had  been  developed.  Who  can  contem- 
plate what  will  be  its  condition  in  the  lapse  of 
another  Imlfcentury.'  And  counting  its  commerce 
now  by  millions,  hundreds  of  millions  then  will 
only  be  the  limit.  On  another  occasion  he  would 
speak  more  at  large  on  this  very  important  sub- 
ject; his  object  being  now  simply  to  allude  to  it, 
as  connected  with  the  matter  made  most  promi- 
nent in  the  memorial. 

It  is  esiimated  that  the  loss  of  boats  on  the 
western  waters  amounts  to  near  sixty  per  annum, 
tlie  most  of  which  are  destroyed  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  the  Shepherdess — by  striking  snags  and 
sinking.  Those  boats,  costing  on  an  average 
|^16,0()0  each,  would  constitute  an  annual  loss  of 
near  one  million  dollars;  And  if  to  this  we  add 
their  cargoes,  not  more  than  fifteen  per  cent,  of 
which  is  saved,  we  shall  have  a  most  formidable 
sum,  amounting  to- more  than  one  million  and  a 
half  dollars.  Independent  of  this,  our  commerce 
is  subjected  to  grievous  and  onerous  burdens  in  the 
shape  of  thirty-six  per  cent,  on  the  original  cost 
of  the  boats  for  wages,  thirty  per  cent,  for  wood , 
eighteen  per  cent,  for  provisions,  sixteen  per_cent. 
for  contingencies,  and  for  insurance  per  annum 
fideen  per  cent.,  besides  the  tolls  for  passing  the 
canal  at  Louisville.  To  this  is  to  be  added  the 
wear  and  tear  of  boats,  esiimated  at  twenty  per 
cent.,  requiring  a  renewal  of  the  capital  invested 
every  five  years.  Upon  ships  navigating  the 
ocean,  being  so  much  more  safe  than  our  rivers, 
their  expenses  are  greatly  diminished — insurance 
on  bulls  not  exceeding  one  per  cent.,  and  the  other 
items  very  inconsiderable  in  comparison. 

Of  the  whole  steamboat  tonpage  of  the  United 


States,  nearly  -two  thirds  of  it   belongs  to  the  ' 
West;  and  it  exceeds,  by  forty-three  thousand  I 
tons,  the  whole  steamboat  tonnage  of  Great  Brit-  I 
ain  nine  years  ago,  it  being  then  but  eighty-two 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  six{een  tons. 

Besides  all  this,  the  trade  carried  on  in  flat  and 
keel  boats  is  immense — employing  more  than  six- 
teen thousand  persons,  and  a  capital  of  f(800,U00; 
all  exposed  to  the  dangers  of  the  rivers;  for  which 
relief  is  sought. 

In  contemplating  an  eflicient  plan  of  improve- 
ment, it  will  be  perceived  that  distinct  and  diflcr- 
ent  systems  are  required  upon  the  Ohio  and  Mis- 
sissippi rivers.  Upon  the  former,  and  upon  a 
section  of  the  latter.called  the  Upper  Mississippi, 
permanent  works  must  be  constructed;  but  upon 
the  others,  such  is  the  peculiar  character  of  the 
stream,  the  principles  of  hydrostatics  .not  being 
practically  applicable  to  them,  annual  appropria- 
tions must  be  made,  and  for  the  Missouri  and 
Mississippi ,  as  long  as  they  flow  with  their  wonted 
impetuosity. 

The  memorialist  believes,and  I  agree  with  him, 
that  these  rivers  should  be  arranged  in  /our  dif- 
ferent sections — the  Red  and  the  Arkansas  com- 
posing one;  the  lower  Mississippi,  another;  the 
Mississippi  to  the  mouth  of  the  Missouri,  the 
third;  and  the  Missouri  river  the  fourth;  upon 
each  of  which,  competent  snag  boats  should  be 
employed,  with  an  eflicient  force  during  the  sea- 
son of  working  in  each  year.  The  expense  of 
these  boats  will  be  trifling  compared  with  the 
importance  of  the  object  in  view;  and  no  doubt 
is  entertained  that  a  yearly  appropriation  of 
f  150,000  will  accomplish  all  that  is  desired  in  this 
respect. 

I  have,  upon  leave  of  the  Senate,  introduced  a 
bill,  (now  before  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  to 
which  this  memorial  will  go,  and  to  whichi  will 
send  some  valuable  statistical  information,)  pro- 
posing to  appropriate  $250,000  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  naviga^on  of  the  Upper  Mississippi, 
I  will  merely  remark  now,  that  the  lead  trade  of 
that  region  amounted  to  $1,000,000  in  value,  and 
consisted  of  forty  million  pounds  in  the  past  year; 
that  the  lumber  trade  from  the  Saint  Croix  and 
the  Chippewa  rivers  is  constantly  increasing  and 
very  valuable;  added  to  which,  the  immense  sur- 
plus of  the  agricultural  productions  of  that  re- 
gion, and  the  foreign  imports  consumed  there,  all 
subjected  to  the  delays  and  dangers  of  the  ob- 
structions, I  am  induced  to  believe  these  facts, 
when  properly  presented,  will  induce  the  national 
Legislature  to  advance  in  aid  of  the  desired  im- 
provement. These  rivers  are  our  ocean  streams 
— they  bear  our  productions  to  market,  and  are 
the  highways  of  a  commerce  grown  to  its  present 
magnitude,  aided  by  but  a  small  portion  of  the 
fostering  care  of  the  Government.  Upon  that 
branch  of  the  river,  sir,  from  the  town  of  Alton 
alone,  containing  a  population  of  not  more  than 
three  thousand,  the  agricultural  productions  of  a 
few  counties  adjacent  were  sent  to  market  the  past 
year,  of  the  value  of  $1,500,000;  whilst  from  other 
towns  upon  its  banks  and  landing  places,  the  ex- 
ports are  vast,  and  constantly  increasing.  _  To 
such  a  trade  and  commerce,  expending  its  millions, 
and  pouring  into  the  lap  of  enterprise  opulence 
and  ease,  and  contributing  so  largely  to  the  wealth 
and  power  of  the  nation,  we  in  the  West  invoke 
the  constitutional  aid  of  the  national  Legislature, 
and  such  appropriations  from  its  Treasury  as  may 
accomplish  a  great  national  object. 

On  his  motion,  the  memorial  was  then  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  presented  a  petition  from 
Calvin  Emmons,  the  executor  of  Uri  Emmons, 
of  New  York,  praying  that  a  patent  which  has 
expired  may  be  renewed,  for  a  cylindrical  planing 
machine;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Oflice. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  a  petition  from  Charles 
Kohler,  praying  compensation  for  building  Uni- 
ted States  vessels  in  Florida,  and  for  salvage, 
during  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  FRANCIS  presented  a  report  and  resolu- 
tions of  the  General  Assembly  of  Rhode  Island, 
on  the  subject  of  the  claims  of  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  for  French  spoliations  prior  to  1800; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations. 
Mr.  ARCHER  presented  a  memorial  fronr  cit- 


izens of  Fairfax  county,  Virginia,  asking  for  the 
recharterof  the  Bank  of  Potomac  and  the  Farmers' 
Bank  of  Alexandria;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  SEVIER  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
heads  of  families  and  representatives  of  twenty- 
five  hundred  Cherokecs,  known  as  the  treaty  or 
Ridgfe  party,  who  are  entitled  to  a  pn-  capUa  di- 
vision of  money  according  to  numbers,  under  the 
treaty  of  December  29,  1835,  and  the  acts  of  ap- 
propriation made  ih  pursuance  thereof;  urging 
that,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  said  treaty, 
the  memorialists,  and  each  and  every  Cherokee 
of  the  said  tribe,  who  emigrated  since  1833,  and 
who  were  included  in  the  census  of  1835,  are  en- 
titled to  a  per  capita  sum  of  $150  each;  thata  large 
ami^untof  said-  money  had  been  expended  unlaw- 
fully, and  hence  thenecessity  of  applying  to  Con- 
gress to  have  the  same  reapproprialed,  so  far  as 
the  memorialists,  and  those  known  as  the  treaty 
party,  were  concerned, and  praying  theexamiiia- 
tionoftbeaccdunts  and  expenditures  of  the  moneys 
appropriated  Under  said  treaty,  and  an  appropria- 
tion of  a  sufiicient  amount  to  fulfill  the  said  treaty 
so  far  as  the  memorialists  are  concerned. 

Mr.  S.  said  he  had  no  doubt  of  the  facts  slated 
in  the  memorial — that  the  money  had  been  squan- 
dered by  Ross  to  support  him  on  his  throne.  He 
i  moved  that  the  memorial  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mitice  on  Indian  Affairs;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MILLER  presented  a  memorial  from  a 
number  of  citizens  of  Washington,  in  favor  of 
the  rechartcr  of  the  banks  of  the  District  of  Co. 
lumbia;  which  was  laid  on  the  table,  a  bill  having 
been  reported  for  the  purpose. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  presented  a  memorial  from 
sundry  citizens  of  New  Hampshire,  asking  for  a 
new  post  route  from  Hillsborough  Bridge  to  Fran- 
cistown;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committes 
on  the  Post  Oflice  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  UPHAM  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
heirs  of  Daniel  Bowen,  an  oflicer  in  the  revolu- 
tionary army,  for  arrears  of  pension;  which  was 
referred  to  tnc  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  presented  a  petition  from 
Lydia  Rundlet,  for  a  pension;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

REMOVAL  or  SAND  BARS. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  SEVIER,  it  was 
Re»lMi,Tlmt  the  Secreur;  of  War  be  initraclcd  to  tx 
amine  Into  ihe  drawing  and  plan  of  Capuiiu  W.  C^houn, 
oC  Virginia,  on  the  subject  of  reinuviiig  sand  Iran  in  tlte 
navigable  rivers  nf  the  United  Bouea,  and  to  rcpon  lo  lUe 
Senate  tbe  opinion  of  the  Department  on  the  subject. 

NOTICE  OP  JOINT  RESOLUTION. 

Mr.  BENTON  gave  notice  that  he  would  ask 
leave  to-morrow  to  present  a  joint  resolution 
for  the  relief  of  Mary  W.  Thonipson. 

REPORT  FROM  A  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  WOOBRIDGE,  from  the  Commiuee  on 
Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  granting  to  the 
Great  Western  Railway  Company,  of  Illinois, 
the  right  of  way  through  the  public  lands;  which 
was  ready  and  ordeftd  to  a  second  reading,  and 
the  report  accompanying  to  be  printed. 
ALEXANDER  S.  MACKENZIE. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Tappam,  calling  for  the 
proceedings  of  the  court-martial  in  the  case  of 
Captain  Alexander  Slidell  Mackenzie,  which  was 
under  consideration  yesterday,  came  tip  again  for 
consideration;  and  was,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  • 
TAPPAN,  laid  on  the  table. . 

THE  ASHBURTON  TREATY. 

The  following  resolution,  introduced  by  Mr. 
Archer  yesterday,  came  up  for  consideration: 

RckImiI,  That  ih»  PreaidenI  of  tlte  United  Sntet  Iw  m- 
qunsted.  if^ii  be  not  inconsistent  with  Ills  vicwt  <*'!*• 
public  interest,  to  communicate  any  correspondence  "*i^'' 
may  liave  ulien  place  with  any  agent  or  agents  of  tbe  Gov- 
ernment of  Great  Ilriiain.  in  relation  lo  the  intcrpreiaiioB 
of  the  tenth  article  of  the  treaiy  nf  Aupwt;  1*12,  Icnown 
as  the  Ailibunon  treaty,  accompanied  iy  infnrmaiion  « 
any  aciion  which  may  have  occurred  in  execution  of  tnn 
article,  on  ihc  pan  of  the  autborities  of  the  United  Suies. 

Mr.  KING  did  not  know  that  there  •'""'"y 
objection  to  acting  on  the  resolution,  (though  the 
mover  of  it  was  not  in  his  seat;)  but  a  word  in  it 
should  be  altered,  before  it  was  adopted.  He 
did  not  know  that  there  was  any  such  treaty  a* 
the  Ashburton  treaty.  The  treaty  of  Washing- 
ton was  the  name  by  which  it  should  be  under- 
stood. It  might  as  well  be  called  the  treaty  of 
Daniel  Webster  as  the  Ashburton  ueaty. 
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Mr.  BUCHANAN  ihoii'liiii  had  much  betior 
be  cuIIcmI  iIio  Ireaiy  of  Lord  Ashburtoii,  tbaii  the 
treaty  of  Webster. 

Mr.  KING  remarked,  that  he  did  not  inlciid 
to  soy  it  ought  to  be  railed  either.  He  thought 
it  should  be  called  the  treaty  of  Washins^ton,  to 
designate  the  place  where  it  was  entered  into,  as 
was  customary.  Mr.  K.  submitted  to  the  Sena- 
tor [Mr.  AnciiER  having  now  appeared  in  his 
seal]  the  propriety  of  altering  the  phra3Coh>gy 
of  the  resolution  in  the  particular  he  indicated. 
There  was  no  such  treaty  known  to  them  as  the 
Axhburton  treaty.  It  should  read  the  treaty  of 
Washington. 

Mr.  ARCHER  had  no  objection  to  the  altera- 
tion indicated. 

The  nsoluiinn  was  modified  accordingly. 

Mr.  ALLEN  rose,  he  said,  to  make  nu  oppo- 
sition tn  tlic  resolution;  on  the  contrary ,  he  would 
cheerfully  rote  for  it;  but  he  rose  barely  to  say 
that,  if  he  understood  the  character  of  the  resolu-  i 
tion,  it  embraced  precisely  the  same  principle  as  r 
was  contained  in  the  one  presented  by  him  some 
days  ago,  which  was  rejected  by  the  Senate  be- 
cautic  it  contained  that  principle.  [Mr.  A.  was 
understood  by  the  reporter  to  have  allusion  to  the 
resolution  making  a  call  on  the  Executive,  if,  in 
his  opinion,  it  did  not  conflict  with  the  public  in- 
terest, for  all  correspondence  with  the  British 
Government  since  the  Ashburtnn  treaty,  on  the 
subject  of  negotiations  on  the  Oregon  question.] 
He  was  gratified  at  the  return  of  the  Senate  to 
sound  principles  under  the  auspices  of  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

Mr.  ARCHER  did  not  undi^rstand  to  what 
resolution  the  Senator  from  Ohio  had  reference. 
He  would  only  say  that  this  resolution  was  the  | 
counterpart  to  the  resolution  submitted  a  fowdays 
ago  (and  adopted)  of  the  Senator  from  Missouri, 
[Mr.  BcKTON,]  calling  for  information  concerning 
the  administration  of  certain  provisions  of  that 
treaty. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  resolution, 
and  it  waa  adopted. 

INDIAN  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  bill  from  the  House  making  appropriation 
for  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  Indian  depart- 
ment, and  for  fulfillment  of  treaty  stipulations 
with  the  vari(yis  Indian  tribes,  was  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

BENJAMIN  MURPHT. 

Engrosaed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Mur- 
phy, of  Arkansas,  was  read  the  third  time  and 
passed. 

PEA  PATCH  ISLAND. 

The  bill  to  settle  the  title  to  the  Pea  Patch  Isl- 
and in  the  river  Delaware,  came  up  in  order  on 
its  third  reading,  end  was',  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
HUNTINGTON,  laid  on  the  table. 

CHESAPEAKE  AND  OHIO  CANAL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MERRICK,  the  previous 
orders  of  the  day  were  postponed;  and  the  bill  to 
diri'Ct  the  transfer  to  the  Slate  of  Maryland  of  the 
Slock  held  by  the  United  Slaves  in  the  Chesapeake 
and  Ohio  canal,  on  certain  conditions,  was  taken 
up,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  question 
pending  being  the  following  substitute  for  the  bill 
proposed  by  the  Commiitee  on  Roads  and  Canals: 

Tliat  ihe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  Iw,  and  he  i«  hereby."  ' 
BullKtrizr>d  nnd  ri'qiliretl  tolrarlvfcf  tu  Ihe  SintRnrMnrylLnd  ' 
Ihe  9I,0U0,(X}U  i>f' MtockDrisiiially  Kiithirrilwd  t>y  llie  Uuited  ' 
SlAteii  III  iliif  Clieitappak*>  and  (Miio  Canal  (Company,  and  , 
'  lite  $]  J)UO,000  of  MfNjk  iiri^inally  Kub^cribed  by  Itiv  filler  of  | 
Wanliinglon,  G<'Oigetnwit,  and  Alexandriu,  in  Ihe  District 
or  Columbia,  re^pvclively,  in  the  MUiie  coiu|>any;  the  Miid 
\a*1  nif  iitinned  vinck  bc'ins  tlic  atiK'k  drpii.'<il*'d  with  the 
Secretary  of  ihelVea-JOry  by  the  said  citii;.'',  under  lite  pro- 
vi>i»n>  of  ihi-  act  of  C'ongri-M  of  llip  9D|||  of  May,  183d,  to 
be  held  and'dJ^poHcd  of  by  the  raid  State,  in  llie  •atiic  tiian- 
aer  and  undtr  thi^  like  llniitarioiMand  revtriclionMaKarft  prt^ 
Tided  in  rrlalion  to  the  I  Jotted  Ht:iti!;«  by  the  imid  net ;  the*  su'ul 
Uanafera  of  Btoek  to  be  uiadn  iipnii  the  Cfindilioii  that  lllo 
State  of  Mar>'laiid  idiall  not  at  any  lime  Ix*  p^TinittPil  to  fore. 
cloMUieuioiigagHKandliL-or  held  bylhut  Slate  on  the  capital 
stork  and  |ini)K»riy  of  tin*  ffaid  company,  i«o  a4  to  dive>l  Ihe 
State  of  Virsiiiia,  indiviflinljt.  or  corporutionii,  of  their  re 
riKcUvi!  pn>|>ortion!t  of  Ktook  held  or  to  be  held  i»  Miid 
company ;  aoil  »liall,  moreover,  provitio  the  iiwan*.  at  the 
charee  of  the  coni|iany,  and  procure  the  said  canal  to  bu 
cotnpleted  to  the  lowii  of  Cunilterlaitd,  and  |iut  into  opera- 
tion, accordint;  lo  the  pre«eiit  plan  and  e.«umateti,  as  near 
as  may  be,  bv  the  lat  daf  of  J.iiinnry,  iSoO,  and  thereafter 
kepi  in  repair,  at  the  cost  of  Ulr  eoinpmy,  the  whole  leiiuth 
"fib*  line,  froiii  itaetUitcrn  teriiiinui«,  III  Ihe  Oi,ilrict  of  Co- 
Imnbia,  to  the  town  of  Cumberland ;  and  abo  provide  for 
■be  payment  of  Ihe  eiiiUng  debu  of  Uie  compaoy  nut  of  Ihe 
ptofiu  10  b«  tlerivtd  from  the  to;is  on  the  caosl ;  and  upon  the 


further  conditioii'that  there  fhall  he  jtmnled  and  feeiired  to 
the  t'liiled  8la|eH.  i.n  |ierpeltllly. Ihe  n^ht-fotrnnitporl  n|ioii 
the  i-aid  ean.il,  thnnisii  il't  entire  leiij>ili.  if  di'sired.  all  5UCli  ' 
tr04i|ia.  t-niall  armsi.  and  catnp  efiutpnse.  a«  the  public  inter- 
est uiay  rei)Uire,  free  front  chaige  ;  and  lu  like  niunuer  the 
free  use  of  .=aid  canal  for  the  traii>portation  of  ordnance  and 
oriluaiice  titorcM  in  tiine<t  of  war ;  and  fhnll  mipiilate  ti>  ' 
inaintaiii  and  preserve  the  fame  ei|u.t]  rate  of  loll^  at  all 
iuiK-)<,  throuahoiit  llie  M-hole  lenj^ih  of  Um  iiaid  canal.  I'roiii  ' 
Cumberland  lo  its  (tosteni  terminus,  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia; and  the  tiaid  t^tate  i^hall  giOe  her  assent  to  the 
teniia  and  eonililion*  of  litis  resolution  iMrloro  the  end  of  , 
that  aetision  of  her  Legislature  which  U  to  comtnence  in  ' 
itccetilier  of  the  year  1H44. 

Mr  MERRICK  said  this  bill  was  on  old  ae-  1 
quainlance  of  the  Senate,  and  it  would  not  be  < 
necessary  to  go  into  any  detailed  explanation  of 
its  proviHions.     He  would,  however,  give  a  brief 
sketch  of  it,  for  the  benefit  of  Senators  who  did  ' 
not  belong  to  this  body  when  the  bill  was  before 
it  heretofore,  and  tn  whtim  it  was,  perhaps,  a  , 
stranger.     It  would  bererollectcd  that  this  Ches- 
apeake and  Ohio  canal  was  originally  undertaken 
as  a  great  national  enterprise  by  the  General  Gov-  , 
ernment,  and  that  the  Stales  of  Maryland  and  , 
Virginia  had  cooperated.     In  183S  the  Govern- 
ment autlibrized  a  subscription  of  $1 ,000,000,  and 
the  Stale  of  iMaryland  subscribed  (500,00(1,  and 
the  State  of  Virginia  $250,000.     Under  these  cir- 
cumstances the  work  was  commenced.  After  it  was 
commenced,  the  Govcrntneiii  changed  its  policy,  , 
and  withdrew  all  patronage  from  works  of  inter- 
nal improvement.     The  Stale  of  Maryland,  feel- 
ing a  great  local  interest  in  the  completion  of  the 
work,  persevered  up  to  January  last,  and  from  , 
time  to  time  appropriated  money  for  the  purpose  i 
of  carrying  it  on,  until  their  appropriations  and  i 
expendiiures,  on  that  account,  had  amounted  10  | 
$7,000,000  and  upwards.    A  million  and  a  half, 
was  suliscribcd  by  the  cities  of  the  District,  and  \ 
$450,000  by  individuals.     Under  these  appropri- 
ations the  work  had  advanced  fur  towards  com-  . 
pletion  to  Cumberland,  one  liundred  and  thirty- 
four  miles  being  open  for  navigation,  and  but  fifty 
remaining  uncompleted ; of  wlilfch  fifty, some  thir- 
ty-one and  a  half,  at  irregular  intervals,  were 
completed,  leaving  eighteen  and  a  half,  or  there- 
abouts, of  the  least  difficult  sections,  to  which 
nothing  had  been.done.    One  million  six  hundred 
thousand  dollars  would  be  required  still  for  the  . 
completion  of  this  canal  to  its  terminus  at  Cum-  • 
berland;  and  $1,000,000  for  the  payment  of  the 
debts  which  had  been  contracted  by  the  company 
— making  about  three  million  dollars  that  would  . 
be  required  before  it  could  be  made  safe  or  avail- 
able.   The  work  had  been  HUspendcB  some  three 
or  four  years,  and  it  lay  now  a  dead  weight  upon 
Maryland ,  and  was  a  total  loss  to  all  parties  con- 
cerned; tht;  stock  being  worth,  perhaps,  not  ten  i 
cents  in  the  dollar. 

The  proposition  now  oRered  lo  the  considera- 
tion ofT^ungrcss,  was,  tn  allow  ^{aryland  to  go  , 
on  and  complete  the  work,  and  pay  the  outstand- 
ing debts  herself,  which  she  was  willing  lo  do,  : 
under  these  conditions.  The  Legislature  of  that  . 
State  would  go  forward,  and,  by  some  means  or  ' 
other,  provide  the  necessary  funds  to  complete 
the  work  to  Cumberland  as  speedily  as  practica-  , 
ble,  provided  the  stock  held  by  the  United  States 
in  that  enterprise  be  given  to  Maryland — that 
State  deeming  it  unfair  that  she  should  be  at  the 
expense  of  completing  the  work,  without  the  co- 
operation of  the  United  States,  when  Che  benefit 
would  accrue  to  the  United  States  in  the  form  of 
dividends  upon  the  stock.  It  wits  proposed  that  the 
General  Government  should  give  up  its  interest 
in  that  work,  since  further  appropriations  were 
denied,  and  the  work  itself  was  of  no  value  what- 
ever to  the  Government  in  its  present  incomplete 
state,  to  allow  Maryland  to  go  on  and  complete 
it  for  her  own  benefit.  He  presumed  there  could 
not  be  any  reasonable  objection  made  to  this 
proposition.  The  stock  proposed  to  be  ceded, 
consisted  of  the  $1,000,000  originally  subscribed 
bjr  the  United  Stales,  and  the  $1,500,000  sub- 
cribed  by  the  cities  of  the  District,  since  trans- 
ferred to  the  United  States,  in  consideration  of  ' 
their  having  paid  the  loan  contracted  in  Hol- 
land by  said  cities  to  pay  for  said  subscription.  < 
The  stock  in  that  canal  was  now  of  no  value  in 
the  market.  It  never  would  be  of  any  value, 
until  the  work  was  cotnpleted;  and  it  never  could 
or  would  be  complet«-d,  unless  the  General  Gov- 
ernment provided  the  funds  necessary  for  its 
completion, or  surrendered  its  stock  to  Maryland. 
It  was  presumed  luid  believed  by  that  Stale,  that 


she  could  find  capitalists,  who  would  undertake 
to  furnish  the  requisite  amount  of  money,  and 
wait  till  ihe  capital  could  be  reimbursed  to  them 
out  of  the  avails  of  the  work.  liut  Marylond 
could  not  make  any  such  pledge,  unless  Congress 
surrendered  its  interest. 

He  thought  there  would  be  no  objection  urged 
against  thia'proposition.  The  general  action  of 
Congress,  forlhc  last  two  or  three  se8.sibns,8eemed 
to  have  been  in  favor  of  it;  and  he  did  not  think 
that  now,  when  the  completion  of  the  work  was 
rendered  so  imperatively  necessary,  in  order  to 
make  it  of  any  value  at  all,  the  only  means  by 
which  that  object  could  be  efTected  would  be  de- 
nied by  Congress. 

He  only  made  this  explanation  for  the  benefit 
of.gvntleinen  who  had  not  had  an  opportunity  of 
examining  into  and  forming  their  opinion  on  the 

subject. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  said  the  question  before  the  Sen- 
ate, as  it  struck  him,  was,  whether  the  Federal 
Government  should  give  a  million  or  two  of  dol- 
lars to  the  Slate  of  Maryland,  without  any  equiv- 
alent whatever.  The  Slate  of  Maryland  bail  ex- 
pended money  in  consiructinga  canal  for  her  own 
use.  If  she  had  become  bankrupt  by  its  prose- 
cution, and  wanted  means,  that  formed  no  reason 
why  Ihe  Federal  Government  should  help  her  out 
of  her  bankruptcy.  He  supposed  the  fact  Was, 
that  she  had  expended  more  money  than,  by  a 
reasonable  share  of  economy,  woultl  have  com- 
pleted that  canal  to  Cumberland.  By  an  examin- 
ation of  works  of  a  similar  kind,  in  other  Stales 
of  the  Union,  it  would  be  seen  that  this  work  had 
cost  much  more  than  it  should  have  cost.  He  saw 
no  reason  why  the  Government  should  make  a 
present  to  the  Slate  of  Maryland  of  this  stock, 
costing  $3,500,000. 

Mr.  MERRICK  was  understood  to  say  that 
provision  was  made  by  the  bill  to  secure  a  per- 
petual right  to  the  United  States  to  transport  her 
troops,  arms,  and  camp  equipage. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  knew  no  probability  of  a  war 
that  would  require  the  transportation  of  provi- 
sioijg,  ammunition,  and  troops.  He  thought  it 
was  not  probable  that  that  reservation  would  be 
any  advantage  lo  the  United  States.  The  com- 
munity at  Urge,  who  were  taxed  to  pay  for  the 
stock  proposed  to  be  given  away,  and  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  bad  received  an 
evidence  of  the  liberality  of  the  State  of  Mary- 
land in  their  exorbitant  charge  fur  traveling  on 
their  railroad  between  this  city  and  Baliiinore. 
For  one,  he  was  not  disposed  to  treat  the  Slate  of 
Maryland  with  any  greater  liberality  ihan  they 
treat  the  Government  and  the  public  at  large. 

Mr.  PORTER  went  intoa  history  of  this  ntatter, 
and  remarked  that  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals  had  recommended  the  transfer,  believine 
that,  if  it  was  done,  llie  canal  might  be  completed 
to  Cumberland.     In  recommending  the  cession, 
however,  the  commiitee  did  not  understand  that 
thereby  they  would  begijing  to  the  Slate  of  Ma- 
ryland $3,500,000.    The  stock  now  commanded 
I  no  value  in  the  market,  and  in  giving  it  away  they 
were  really  giving  nothing.     One  fact  might  be 
I  well  mentioned.     The  project  was  originally  of 
State  origin — Maryland  and  Virginia.    Under  the 
I  policy  of  those  States  a  much  smaller  canal  was 
!  contemplated.     They  contemplated  making  it  a 
I  canal  of  small  dimensions.    It  was  made  its  pres- 
ent size  in  consequence  of  a  condition  annexed  in 
I  the  law  of  Congress,  authorizing  a  subscription 
,  of  $1,000,000  on   the  part  of  the  Government. 
\  The  effect  of  carrying  out  the  condition  of  that 
I  net  involved  the  State  of  Maryland  more  deeply 
'  than  if  the  work  had  been  constructed  as  com- 
I  menced  before  the  subscription  on  the  part  of  the 
I  Government. 

Mr.  MERRICK  made  some  further  remarks 
in  support  of  the  bill.  He  said  the  design  of  the 
I  two  Stales  was  to  make  the  canal  to  the  Ohio 
I  river.  They  contemplated  making  a  canal  only 
thirty  {eel  wide,  and  three  feet  deep.  But  the 
Government,  to  make  it  a  great  national  work, 
subscribed  $1,000,000,  with  the  condition  alluded 
to  by  the  Senator  from  Michigan,  [Mr.  Porter.] 
The  condition  was,  that  the  canal  should  be  sixty 
feet  wide,  six  feet  deep,  so  as  to  make  it  a  mag- 
nificent work.  It  was  now  completed  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty-four  miles.  The  question  was, 
whether  they  would  be  willing  to  appropriate 
further  means,  to  make  the  stock  now  held  bv 
the  QoTernment  raluable,  or  transfer  that  stock 
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(which  waa  now  worthless)  to  the  State  of  Ma- 
ryland. All  the  stock  held  by  all  parties  in  this 
greut  work  was  worth  nothing  to  any  person. 
The  stock  held  was  a  dead  loss  to  all.  The  Gov- 
ernment stock  would  not  bring  $500  in  the  mar- 
ket; and,  so  long  as  it  was  held  by  the  Govern- 
ment, no  person  would  go  forward  and  complete 
the  canal  to  it  point  where  it  would  fender  the 
stock  valuttble.  If  the  stock  was  held  on  to,  the 
canal  would  never  be  completed.  And  it  would 
be  unjust  to  expect  the  State  of  Maryland  to  eo 
on  and  complete  it,  that  the  Government  might 
reap  the  benefit  of  it.  The  Government,  if  it  held 
the  slock,  should  at  least  contribute  to  make  it 
valuable. 

Mr.  WALKER  rose  to  make  some  remarks  on 
the  bill;  but,  the  morning  hour  having  expired, 
tile  subject  was  laid  on  the  table  till  to-morrow. 

THE  OREGON  QUESTION. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Sehple,  in  the  fol- 
lowing words: 

RaolMd,  That  thp  President  of  the  United  Statea  he  re- 
quested to  give  notice  to  the  Britisli  Government  timt  it  is 
the  desire  ofthe  Government  of  the  United  States  to  annul 
and  ahrogate  the  provisions  of  the  third  article  of  the  con- 
vention concluded  between  the  Government  of  the  United 
BtAtes  of  America  and  his  Britannic  Majesty  the  Kint;  of 
the  United  KinKdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  on  the 
StOth  Oclolwr.  1818.  and  indeflnitelf  continued  between 
the  saaie  parties,  aifned  at  London  on  Uie  6th  of  August, 

Mr.  HANNE6AN  considered  himself  bound 
to  return  his  acknowledgments  to  the  honorable 
Senator  from  New  Jersey  for  his  kind  courtesy 
in  yielding  the  floor,  to  which  he  was  entitled 
from  having  occupied  it  on  the  adjournment 
yesterday  evening.  He  would  endeavor,  in  his 
remarks,  to  follow,  as  close  as  his  recollection 
would  enable  him,  the  arguments  used  by  the 
honorable  and  distinguished  Senator  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, in  his  very  able  speech  of  yesterday; 
which  arguments,  notwithstanding  the  admitted 
ability  of  the  speaker,  and  the  gihed  display  of 
talent  in  which  they  were  clothed,  resolved  them- 
selves into  the  fact  that  every  foot,  nay,  every 
inch,  of  the  disputed  country,  every  patch  of 
land  or  water  within  42P  to  54°  40'  of  north  lat- 
itude belonged  to  the  United  States;  but  that  the 
United  States  must  not  dare  to  adopt  the  res- 
olution,' lest,  forsooth,  by  doing  so,  she  should 
offend  the  majesty  of  Great  Britain.  No  matter 
though  the  fact  is  not  disputed  of  ri°fht  and  title 
being  ours;  yet,  fearful  of  giving  offense,  we  are 
not  even  to  give  uoiice  of  an  intention  to  claim 
our  own,  but  are  meekly  to  await  the  pleasure  of 
this  mighty  Power,  now  in  possession  of  the 
whole,  as  to  whether,  in  the  course  of  time,  we 
may  be  permitted,  not  to  claim,  but  to  sue  re- 
spectfully for  leave  to  occupy  a  part. 

The  Senator  £rom  Maasachuseus  was  not  sat- 
isfied with  the  general  form  of  the  resolution, 
and,  in  that,  he  agreed  «rjih  him;  for  he  would 
prefer  seeing  it  in  the  form  in  which,  if  it  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations, 
he  trusted  it  would  be  returned  to  the  Senate — 
and  that  was  in  the  form  of  a  joint  resolution. 
He  did  not  present  himself  to  the  Senate  to  speak 
of  the  high  and  serious,  and  (as  he  thought) 
theoretical  interests  so  forcibly  dwelt  on  by  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts,  as  depending  on  the 
passage  of  this  resolution;  but  be  would,  as  he 
thought  he  had  a  right  to  do,  speak  of  the  sub- 
stantial interests  involved  in  it — not  to  one,  but 
to  every  section  of  the  country.  That  Senator 
set  out  by  expressing  his  great  alarm  at  the  course 
proposeti  in  the  remarks  made  by  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Missouri.  Alarm  at  what?  Alarm 
at  this  country  giving  a  notice  expressly  provided 
for  in  the  convention  to  which  she  was  a  con- 
tracting party,  that  the  binding  powers  of  such 
convention  should  cease  it? — a  simple  notice 
which,  if  he  understood  the  honorable  Senator 
correctly,  was  described  by  him  as  a  demonstra- 
tion of  hostility  on  our  part  toward  England. 
How  oould  such  construction  be  put  on  it  ?  What 
was  it  more  than  a  notice,  which  either  party 
might  give,  to  annul  a  simple  contract  entered 
into  by  both,  with  full  power,  on  such  notice 
given,  for  either  side  to  break  up?  It  would  be 
indeeil  a  strange  inconsistency  if  England  as- 
sumed the  right  to  go  to  war  fur  no  other  reason 
than  the  receiving  such  notice;  and  still  stranger 
would  it  be,  if  we  were  to  be  deterred  from  de- 


claring a  determination  to  assert  and  Vnaintain  our 
rights  from  feai"  of  any  Power  abroad. 

He  was  surprised  at  the  strain  of  sarcasm  and 
irony  which  ran  through  the  speech  ofthe  Senator 
from  Massachusetts  yesterday.  He  regretted  it, as 
the  object  seemed  to  be  to  create  th*c  mirth ,  and  not 
to  excite  the  serious  attention  ofthe  body  to  which 
it  was  addressed;  and  he  could  not  help  alluding 
to  that  gentleman's  ill-timed  ridicule  in  asking  if 
we  of  the  West  were  terrified  at  the  dangers  that 
would  threaten  us  from  the  attacks  of  one  thou- 
sand undisciplined  trappers,  wlitbh,  according  to 
him,  was  all  the  force  England  had  in  the  Oregon 
country.  He  expected  better  from  that  honorable 
Senator  ll>an  such  a  burlesque  appeal,  or,  more 
properly  speaking,  underhand  attack  on  the  feel- 
ings of  a  great  portion  of  his  fellow-citizens — a 
portion  who,  in  tlevotion  to  their  country  in  pure 
and  unpolluted  patriotism,  vied  with  any  other 
purtioii  in  the  Union.  If  a  British  peer  had,  by 
invitation,  been  admitted  on  the  floor  of  that  Cham- 
ber, and  used  such  language,  then  he  cOuld  have 
appreciated  it;  but  coming  from  a  member  of  the 
body,  he  could  only  regret  it.  But  he  would  tell 
him,  and  tell  the  worltl,  the  people  of  the  West 
were  not  terrified;  they  were  not  alarmed;  they 
knew  not  what  terror,  what  alarm  was*. 

Mr.  CHOATE  explained,  and  said,  previous 
to  using  the  expressions  quoted,  he  had  exam- 
ined and  disposed  of  the  argument,  whether  Great 
Britain,  if  not  disposed  or  interested  in  forward- 
ing agricultural  interests  in  the  Oregon,  would 
offer  resistance  or  amioyance  to  peaceable  agricul- 
turists from  the  United  Siutes.  He  proved  they 
would  not;  and  in  using  the  words  complained  of, 
he  was  ridiculing  the  idea  that  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  could,  even  if  disposed,  prove  any  an- 
noyance. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  was  perfectly  aware  that  it 
was  after  that  portion  of  his  argument  being  dis- 
posed of  that  the  remarks  were  made;  but  it  was 
not  to  be  expected  t|ittt  he  was  to  note  down,  and 
follow  consecut-vely,  eveiry  point  made  by  him. 
Mr.  H.  then  proceeded  to  review  the  appeal  made 
by  Mr.  Choate  to  all  the  passions  of  the  human 
heart;  his  endeavor  to  enlist  the  sympathies  ol 
the  Senators  from  Vermont  and  Rhode  Island,  in 
describing  the  ruin  'that  war  would  bring  on  the 
woolen  and  iron  trades.  No  matter  about  na- 
tional disgrace;  sufferevery  indignity;  but  do  not 
f',0  to  war,  except  you  can  do  it  cheap.  National 
lonor,  national  glory,  and  national  integrity,  are, 
with  him,  as  nothing,  when  conjpared  with  cost. 
According  to  this  doctrine,  if  it  cost  too  much,  if 
it  does  not  agree  with  the  report  of  ways  and 
means,  we  must  bow  our  necks  submissively  to 
the  yoke.  But  that  would  not  do  for  the  people 
of  America — a  people  who  worshiped,  with  an 
idolatry  of  devotion,  the  honor  and  fame  of  their 
country,  without  distinction  of  party,  or  differ- 
ence of  opinion;  and  who  would  (he,  as  one  of 
their  representatives,  would  stake  his  life  and  for- 
tune on  it,)  sooner  than  cling  to  a  Union  that 
would  permit  a  sacrifice  of  national  honor,  by 
bending  the  knee  to  the  god  of  gold,  or  even  to 
the  Utopia  of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Souili 
Carolina. 

Suppose  we  were  to  surrender  the  territory,  ot 
half  the  territory  north  of  the  bank  of  the  Colum- 
bia river,  without  reserve,  to  insatiable  England: 
would  we,  by  doingso,  secure  peace?  lfso,what 
would  such  peace  be  worth  ?  History  warned  us 
that  no  nation  ever  purchased  peace,  that  did  not, 
in  doing  so,  take  the  first  step  to  inevitable  de- 
strtiction.  Purchase  one  peace,  and  you  will  have 
to  go  on  purchasing  peace  after  peace,  until  your 
means  become  exhausted,  and  nothing  will  be 
left  but  to  wipe  from  the  map  of  the  world  the 
name  of  a  people  who  were  base  enough  to  barter 
their  honor  for  ease,  their  unblemished  cht^racter 
for  inglorious  and  degrading  peace.  How  widely 
must  the  sentirtients  of  those  advocating  such  a 
course  contrast  with  that  noble  sentiment,  graven 
on  the  heart  of  every  true  American,  "  iviillions 
for  defense,  not  one  cent  for  tribute." 

Talking  of  cost  reminded  him  whenever  the 
peculiar  interests  of  any  portion  of  the  constit- 
uents of  those  acting  with  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Massachusetts  was  intwfered  with,  or  pro- 
posed to  be  i  nterfered  with  by  legislative  action, 
then  that  Chamber  resounded  with  loud  and  im- 
passioned sppeals  against  such  policy;  but  when 
the  declination — it  might  be  termed  the  total  ruin 
— of  the  American  fur  trade  in  Oregon,  brought 


on  by  the  unjust  occnpation  and  encronrhmenig 
of  the  British,  was  described  by  the  honorable 
Senator  from   Mississippi,  not  one   word   was 
heard  from  those  eloquent  and  patriotic  eenile- 
men  on  behalf  of  their  suffering  fellow-citizena. 
Mr.  H.  returned  to  the  real  question.    It  was 
conceded  by  all  that  the  title  was  ours.    Groilc- 
men  opposed  to  the  resolution  did  not  deny  it. 
Then  the  question  narrowed  itself  down.    The 
I  title  being  ours  indisputably,  we  having  at  the 
{  period  no  use  for  that  portion  of  country,  ceded 
I  a  Joint  use  or  occnpation  in  it  to  Great  Britain, 
i  reserving  to  ourselves  the  right,  on  giving  a  cer- 
<  tain  notice,  to  annul  such  agreement.    "This  is 
'  the  whole  case;  and  who  will  affirm  that  giving 
such  notice  is  a  belligerent  action  on  our  pan,  or 
that  itisinformal  or  unkind?  Who  will  say, even, 
that  it  is  uncalled  for,  when  the  voice  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  mighty  West  demands  tlie  occupation 
of  that  hind  by  its  true  and  proper  owners?  True 
and  proper  owners,  fully  as  much  as  we  are  of  any 
other  portion  of  the  American  Republic.  Those 
I  who  advocate  negotiation  have  not,  perhaps,  con- 
I  sidered  that  Great  Britain  can   lose  iioiiiing.by 
,  delay.     They  should   recollect    thai;  and   they 
I  should   recollect  further,  that  hesitation  on  our 
I  part  will  be  taken  to  imply  a  self-doubt  of  our 
I  title,  or  of  our  ability  to  maintain  it. 
I      Notwithstanding  the  force  of  the  argument  of 
I  the  gentleman  from  Massaehusetis  to  the  con- 
!  trary,  it  was  established  that  England  was  de- 
i  termined  to  hold  and  protect  what  she  had;  and 
I  further  proof  of  that  determination  was  not  needed 
I  than  her  own  act  of  Parliament,  from  wliich  the 
I  Senator  from  Missouri  read  an  extract  yesterday, 
!  showing  her  enacting  law.s,  civil  and  criminal,  to 
I  extend  over  the  whole  country.     She  advances, 
I  while  we  hi;sitate  to  move.    Our  increasing  emi- 
'  grntion    to    the    territory   demanded    immcdiaip 
I  measures  on  the  part  of  Government.     Our  peo- 
ple asked,  and  should  obtain,  protection  auii  se- 
curity. .  Along  the  extent  of  the  .valley  of  the 
Columbia  would  rise  their  villages;  on  its  banks 
would  border  their  farms; over  itshillsand  through 
its  vales  would   browse  their  flocks  and  herds; 
daily  would  their  prosperity  and  wealth  increase; 
and  for  what?    Why,  in  the  event  of  not  bring- 
ing the  question  to  an  issue,  and  of  England  per- 
sisting in  lior  claims,  to  add  to  the  overgnrged  and 
ill-golinn  capital  of  Great  Brimin,  a4the  sacrifice 
of  the  lives  and  property  of  American  citizens. 
Delay  action  longer,  and  when  forced  to  it  here- 
after, the  first  victims  will  be  those  noble  and 
gallant  souls  who  have  pioneered  the  way.    The 
honorable  Senator  from  Massachusetts  dwell  lone 
on,  not  the  wi.sh,but  the  almost  determination  of 
England  to  preserve  peace  and  amity  within  the 
territory  of  Oregon;  and  still  more  strongly  did 
he  dwell  on  the  happiness  and  peace  enjoyed  by 
American  citizens  now  residing  there.    But  he 
would  scarcely  have  done  so  hod  he  been  in  his 
place  to  see  the  petition  presented  to  the  Senate, 
complaining  of  tne  grievances  to  which  ihey  were 
subject,  and  signed  by  many  whom  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Missouri  vouched  for  as  citizens  of 
well  known  worth  and  probity.    To  give  a  differ- 
ent (and,  he  believed,*  far  more  correct)  view  of 
the  case,  he  would  read  from  a  Montreal  paper 
an  article  which  we'nt  far  to  disprove  the  accuracy 
ofthe  honorable  Senator's  assertions  ofthe  peace- 
able and  friendly  intentions  of  England. 

Mr.  H.  here  read  an  extract  which,  after  alluJ- 
ing  to  the  feelinjjat  Washington  on  this  question, 
went  on  to  say  that  "  they  [the  British]  would 
make  a  small  meal  of  the  lroop»of  the  (ree  and 
enlightened,"  and  further  gave  the  saying  of  an 
old  Indian,  pointing  to  a  party  of  bold  adventurers 
from  America  malting  their  way  up  the  Columbia 
river,  that  "  the  crows  would  soon  pick  their 
eyes  out."  True,  theydied,no  one  knew  how- 
no  one  knew  where.  This  bloody  and  alro(|ious 
prophecy  waa  fulfilled.  This,  froin  a  British 
pa|wr,  he  placed  besides  'he  asserlion'of  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  Massachusetts;  and  he  asked 
which  was  to  be  taken  for  truth.  He  smted  with 
authority,  that  already  more  than  four  cr  five  hun- 
dred of  these  noble  and  gallant  spirits  have  tlius 
perished  ignominiously,  maiiy  of  them  the  per- 
sonal friends  and  associates  of  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Missouri-.  Arid  he  asked,  would 
the  Government,  would  the  Stimie,  respond  l« 
such  appeals  as  facts  like  these  carried  with  them, 
by  retiring  downcast,  and  with  timid  sieps,  lest 
they  might  give  offense  to  haughty   England? 
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Forbid  it — forbid  it,  every  principle  dear  to  an 
American  heart. 

He  had  read  in  (ome  of  the  leading  joumale 
(and  suppoocd  it  legitimate  and  proper  to  avert 
to  it)  deep  denanciationa  against  emigration  to 
Or^on ;  the  groondwork  for  these  denunciations, 
he  ^red,  was  to  be  foand  in  a  speech  delivered 
some  twelve  raontha  bade  by  the  b«norable  Sen- 
ator from  South  Carolina.  Throughout  life  ho 
never  entertained  a  feeling  for  that  gentleman, 
except  of  profound  respect  and  unfeigned  admira- 
tion; and. deeply  did  he  regret  being  eompelied  to 
•lludoin  any  wit  laudatory  term*  to  an]rtning  that 
ever  fell  firom  him.  He  could  not  follow  tliat  hon- 
orable Senator  in  precise  words;  but  the  substance 
of  his  speech  went  to  characteriEe  those  seeking 
a  home  in  the  Oregon  a«  wanton  adventurers, 
whose  movements  were  iniurioos  to  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  country.  He  asked,  was  it  true* 
that  tfaey  were  actuated  by  no  motive  but  those 
describtM  by  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina? 
Had  they  no  object  bat  those  of  phindeiers  and 
marauders?  If  so,  the  Govemreent  was  criminal 
in  not  ataving  their  progress.  But  tHey  nterited 
ao  such  cbaracter.  He  spoke  from  knowledge. 
He  knew  many  of  them;  and  he  knew  them  not 
to  be  wanton  adventurers,  but  men  whose  feel- 
ings came  warmly  from  the  heart,  without  dis- 
guise; men  who  icnew  not  what  it  was  even  to 
conceive  a  wrong,  and  whose  energies  and  int-, 
pulses  went  to  luld  to  the  growing  grandeur  of' 
their  beloved  country.  The  spirit  that  actuated 
them  was  not  that  of  wanton  adventure,  but  a 
apirit'tfaat,  as  Americana,  we  might  weH  feel 
wood  of;  it  was  a  spirit  that  would,  ere  long, 
display  our  glorious  flag  from  the  heads  of  a  thou- 
sand masts  in  the  river  Columbia.  . 

It  would  ill  become  us  to  check  the  spirit  of 
adventure;  to  it  we  owe  onrexistenee  as  a  nation; 
the  sanae  spirit  which  led  our  emigrants  to  Ore- 
eon,  led  to  the  discovery  of  our  continent;  it 
brought  the  brave  Smith  and  his  comrades  to  our 
shores;  and  had  it  not  tieen  for  such  spirit,  our 
pilgriai  fathers  would  never  have  sought  a  home 
on  the  inhospitable  shores  of  the  North,  or  the 
Huguenots  a  refuge  from  persecution  in  the  sa- 
vannalia  of  the  South.  It  was  this  spirit  which 
gave  So  our  country  the  brightest  jewel  in  her 
diadem — the  great  and  mighty  West — a  portion 
of  our  country  forty  years  ago  a  wilderness,  now 
represented  in  this  Chamber  by  twenty  Senators, 
and  in  the  other  branch  of  Congress  by  one  hun- 
dred Representatives. 

The  honorable  Senatorfrom  Massachusetts  tells 
OS  that  England  has  no  wish  to  hold  Oregon  fur 
agrieuliuraJ  purposes;  her  whole  object  is  to  en- 
able her  companies  to  carry  on  successfully  the 
fur  trade;  and  as  soon  as  the  musk-rats  become 
scarce  from  o«er  hunting,  why,  she  will  give  all 
to  us,  and  drive  her  hunters  farther  north  into 
the  territory  of  the  Ruasians,  tliere  to  occupy  new 
ground  for  their  avocations.  But  on  what  author- 
ity has  he  made  this  assertion, or  on  whatgroufuls 
has  he  assumed  such  to  be  tlie  fact?  En|;Tand  did 
not  re<(uire  th^  topa  of  the  mountains  in  Maine 
for  agricultural  purposes,  yet  she  was  willing  to 
go  to  war  for  them.  England  did  not  require  the 
rock  of  Gibraltaras  a  garilen  for  agricullur»l  prod- 
uce, yet  she  went  to  war  for  it.  She  did  not 
bold  ilie  Island  of  Malta,wiih  asoil  not  len  inches 
deep,  to  use  for  agricultural  praduci>,  yet  sooner 
than  give  u|»  posseasion  of  it,  she  occasioned  the 
conlinuanee M  a  war  which  embroiled  nil  EUirone. 
It  was  not  for  the  advancement  of  agriculture  that 
she  dehiged  the  plains  of  Aflghanistan,  and  the 
roads  leading  to  it  for  hundreds  of  miles,  with 
blood.  No;  it  was  for  the  power  that  possession 
gives;  and  it  is  for  the  power  which  poasession  of 
the  Oregon  gives  over  the  North  and  South  Pa- 
cific, that  she  now  seeks  to  retain  her  hold.  To 
show  the  strange  discrepancy  between  the  views 
of  the  honorable  Senatorfrom  Massachusetts  and 
the  views  entertained  in  England,  Mr.  H,  read  an 
extract  from  the  London  Morning  Chronicle, 
which  he  supposed  was  entitled,  on  tnis  question, 
to  as  much  weight  as  if  it  appeiu>ed  in  the  Globe 
•r  Intelligencer.    The  extract  went  to  show  the 
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high  value  set  on  the  territory ,  and  described  the 
advantages  that  might  be,  in  a  few  years,  derived 
from  the  establishment  of  a  harbor  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Oregon,  which,  considering  the  position  of 
China,  was  now  absolutely  essential;  but  which, 
owing  to  as  opportunity  thrown  away,  when  a 
settlement  was  easy  of  aecomplishmeDt,  could 
now  only  be  efiecteu  by  the  sword. 

The  Senator  from  MassachOaetts  advocalea  a 
delay  of  six  months;  l^ut  what  have  we  to  gain 
by. delay  ?  or  what  have  we  to  dread  from  imme- 
diate action,  more  than  from  future  action  ?  No, 
the  people  will  brook  no  longer  delay;  it  can  be 
productive  of  no  good,  but  may  be  of  much  evil. 
Give  six  months  for  deliberation,  and  six  months 
more  will  be  sought  for,  until  at  last  England  fas- 
tens in  herpossession,*and  defies  removal.  Is  it 
to  be  hoped  that  England  will,  by  delay,  give  up 
her  pretended  claim  ?  No;  history  tells  us  to  the 
contrary.  For  the  last  eight  centuries,  since  the 
days  of  William  the  Norman,  she  has  held  on, 
except  ejected  by  force,  wherever  she  obtained  a 
footliold.  Never,  from  that  day,  has  she  paused 
in  carryiog  conquest  and  dominion;  and  never, 
from  that  day,  have  Englishmen  been  taught  to 
believe  oiherwiae  than  "  to  the  uttermost  part  of 
the  earth  is  our  inheritance."  It  is  their  maxim 
and  belief,  and  is  stamped  as  truth  in  every  Eng- 
lishman's bosom.  This  {(rasping  spirit  has  car- 
ried her  on,  until  the  ancient  monarchies  of  Eu- 
rope have  been  reduced,  and  there  is  left  but  one 
Power  on  earth  who  dare  fearlessly  confront  her. 
Talk  of  negotiation!  England  lias  gained  as 
much  dominion  by  her  deep-laid  diplomacy,  aa 
by  force  of  arms.  Sheowesasmucti  to  Walpole, 
Pitt,C«Btlerengh',d^.,asslie  does  toMalborough, 
Rodney,  Nelson,  or  Wellington.  To  judge  by  the 
past — and  his  life  for  its  fulfillment — when  she 
lifts  her  foot  from  where  she  has  placed  it,  it  leUl 
not  be  by  diplomacy.  Wc  must  win  it  if  we  wear 
it. 

Whenever  this  question  was  brought  up  in  any 
shape — when,  a  few  weeks  ago,  as  a  resolution 
by  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  and  again,  a  few  days 
ago,  on  a  book  question — it  was  sure  to  be  met 
with  a  complaint  of  being  out  of  season.  There 
was  either  a  negotiation  pending,  or  about  to 
commence,  but  he  could  not  tell  wliat  they  had 
to  negotiate  about.  The  title  was  ours;  no  one 
denied  it;  it  was  good  against  the  world.  There 
were  no  conflicting  claims;  what,  then,  were  ne- 
gotiators to  act  upon  ?  They  talk  to  us  of  giving 
up  a  part  and  receiving  an  equivalent  for  the  bal- 
ance. What  equivalent?  Must  we.be  compelled 
to  part  with  our  own  against  oar  inclination,  be- 
cause England  saya  she  must  and  will  have  it? 
What  (he  asked  again)  was  the  proposed  equiva- 
lent? Base,  lllty  lucre?  No,  be  would  not  burn 
bis  hand  witli  asinglo  dollar  of  countless  millions 
obtained  in  such  a  way;  it  would  burn — it  would 
disgrace  him  below  the  level  of  man.  Wc  want 
no  equivalent.  We  want  no  exchange.  Shall  a 
man, absent  from  his  dwelling,  find ,  on  his  return, 
a  stranger  standing  in  the  doorway  and  refusing 
him  admittance?  Shall  he  desert  his  wife  and 
children,  and  say,  !  will  go  hence,  and  return  in 
a  few  days.  When  perhaps  this  stranger  will  per- 
mit me  to  enter  peaceably?  And  shall  we  delay 
tivassert  our  rigiits  in  th^e  eye  of  God  and  man, 
beeanso'  a  mighty  and  haughty  nation  dares  to 
east  on  us  a  threatening  glance  ?  or,  like  our  an- 
cestors, boldly  and  at  once  assert  those  rights, 
and,  leave  our  cause  to  God  ?  The  honorable  Sen- 
ator, in  the  course  of  his  remarks  on  yesterday, 
asserted  that  those  who  advocated  a  war  under 
those  circumstances  were  fitter  for  hell  than  earth . 

Mr.  CHOATE  explained.  What  he  said  was, 
that  those  who  would  advocate  a  war  in  prefer- 
ence to  a  treaty  that  would  give  us  all  our  rights, 
and  all  we  sought,  for,  were  fitter  for  hell  than 
earth. 

'  Mr.  HANNEGAIf  did  not  wish  to  misrepre- 
sent the  gentlenftin;  he  quoted  aa  he  understood 
it;  but  if  those  advocating  the  sentiment  that  war, 
with  all  its  horrors,  was  preferable  to  being  forced 
to  sell  one  foot  of  our  territory  against  our  incli- 
nation, were  fitter  for  bell  than  earth,  he  was  one 


of  them.  He  gave  utterance  to  it.  And  if  war 
must  come,  let  it  come;  it  will  not  find  us  unpre- 
pared. Great  Britain  sees  and  appreciates  th« 
advantages  she  derives  from  pomession.  She 
looks  with  an  eye  of  desire  on  the  fertile  valley* 
and  mountains  of  the  Oregon;  she  already  pic- 
tures to  herself  an  increase  of  wealth  from  tlie 
ereclioo  of  a  great  commercial  city  on  one  of  the 
most  favored  sites  in  the  world .  Nor  is  she  blind 
to  the  advanwges  which  it  offers  in  a  miliury 
point  of  view,  nor  to  the  benefits  and  faciiitiea 
which  it  will  aflford  in  her  trade  to  India  and 
China;  biM  above  all,  looks  she  to  the  powerand 
influence  it  gives  her  over  the  numerous  Indian 
tribes  congregated  round  in  every  direction.  In 
selecting  places  for  the  removal  of  our  Indian 
tribes,  be  always  thought  it  was  the  policy  of  our 
Government  to  place  them  out  of  the  reach  or  in- 
fluence of  foreign  Powers,  but  more  especially 
Great  Britain;  and  he  would  now  say  to  the  Sen- 
ator from  Massachusetts,  and  to  those  gentlemen 
who  sat  approvingly,  and  with  smiling  counte- 
nances, listening  to  him  dealing  out  his  irony  yes- 
terday, that  this  proximity  willnot answer.  Who 
can  tell  the  fearful  consequences  that  may  ensue 
from  the  artful  stirring  up  of  those  Indiana  by 
Great  Britain  and  her  emissaries  ?  What  ia  to 
prevent  an  attack  of  fifty  thousand  of  them  on  the 
frontiers  of  the  West?  What  could  then  sava 
that  generous,  brave,  and  patriotic  body  of  pip- 
neerf  from  the  horrors  of  the  scalping-knife  ? 
What  coulJ  resist  or  stem  the  torrent  of  fire  and 
blood ,  or  who  could  describe  the  suffering  of  help- 
less wives  and  innocent  children  ?  EneTand,  our 
ancient  enemy,  is  not  easily  satisfied.  She  bears, 
rankling  within  her,  a  bitter  reroembranee  of  the 
Revolution;  from  that  a  hostility  arose  on  both 
sides,  that  exists,  and  cannot  be  eradicated. 

This  was  not  a  question  of  dollars  and  cents; 
but  it  was  a  question  of  national  honor  or  national 
shame;  and  rt  was  for  us  to  decide  which.  For 
his  own  port,  if  the  whole  territory  from  4SP  to 
54040*  north  latitude  was  volcnnic;  was  it  the  soil 
giving  root  to  the  poisonous  Upas;  was  it  with- 
out, or  incapable  of  giving  growth  to,  a  single 
blade  of  grass,  he  would  resist — ay,  to  the  death; 
he  would  not  yield  one  inch ;  and  the  contest  should 
alone  conclude  by  the  destruction  or  cxtinelien 
of  one  or  the  other. 

The  Senator  from  Massachu«ett»  bad,  among 
other  modes,  resorted  to  an  appeal  to  our  nerves; 
he  described  England,  if  thwarted,  as  an  eagle 
ready  to  stoop,  l^ak,  talons,  and  all,  not  on  Ore- 
gon alone,  but  on  our  whole  devoted  country. 

Mr.  CHOATE  explained,  but  so  inaadibly,aa 
not  to  be  heard  distinctly  in  the  rcporters'gallery. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  said,  if  he  misunderslnod 
him,  he  had  the  felicity  to  do  so  in  company  with 
several  others.  His  friend  on  his  left  took  down 
the  words  at  the  mnmeni,  and  tliey  agreed  with 
his  own  noten  also  taken  then. 

Mr.  CHOATE  rose,  not  to  retract  a  single  sen- 
tence, but  to  declare  solemnly  that  the  substanca 
of  his  remarks  was  as  before  explained,  and  not 
as  understood  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  In- 
diana. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  proceed  to  say  that,  if  de- 
claring our  own  to  bo  our  own,  brings  down  the 
eagle  of  England,  beak,  talons,  and  all,  on  Ore- 

Son,  let  her  come;  we  know  not  what  it  is  to  fear 
er.  But  such  appeals  he  scarcely  thought  to  hear 
from  a  descendant  of  the  pilgrim  fathers;  he  did 
not  think  that  such  vision  could  enter  even  into  the 
dreams  of  one  whose  home  gave  him  the  privi- 
lege of  treading  the  hallowed  ground  of  Bunker's 

mil. 

Let  England  dare  to  stoop  on  the  Oregon,  and, 
my  bead  for  it,  she  will  never,  never  again  re- 
sume her  lofty  poise.  When  she  attempts  to 
rise,  she  will  find  her  wings  clipped  and  hertaloM 
harmless.  Tbey  will  be  well  cut,  or  I  am  mtffli ' 
deceived. 

The  charge  of  conspiracy  had  been  giravelyput 
forward,  that  certain  portions  of  the  country, 
with  the  distinguished  Senator  from  Missouri 
(Mr.  Bbhton]  at  their  head,  seemed  aa  if  con- 
spiring to  involve  this  Government  in  a  war  with 
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Great  Britain.  Such,  at  least,  was  the  inference 
to  be  drawn  from  the  language  of  gentlemen  on 
tlie  opposite  side — especially  that  of  the  Senator 
from  Virginia,  the  distinguished  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  [Mr.  Archer;] 
for  that  language  had  given  color  to  the  argu- 
ment. Now,  he,  for  one,  could  conscientiously 
My,  that  if  there  was  any  such  conspiracy  exist- 
ing, he  had  a  right  to  complain  of  his  friends  for 
not  letting  him  know  of  it;  for  surely  they  must 
have  been  aware  that,  if  any  man  in  the  world 
ought  to  be  in  it,  he  was  one,  as  no  man  could 
have  more  at  heart  than  he  had,  the  Oregon  ques- 
tion. Yetj  he  appealed  to  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Missouri,  K  he  had  ever  exchanged  a  word 
with  him  about  conspiring  to  effect  the  disruption 
of  our  amicable  relations  with  Great  Britain? 
Not  a  word  of  the  kind  had  ever .  transpired  be- 
tween them.  But  this  he  knew,  that,  if  the  Gov- 
ernment did  not  do  its  duty  in  maintaining  its 
own  rights  with  respect  to  the  territory,  and  in 
proteeting  its  citizens  settling  there,  and  should 
refuse  to  extend  to  them  the  shield  of  its  laws 
and  authority,  he  waa  not  prepared  to  say  that 
he  would  decline  engaging  in  a  conspiracy  with 
patriotic  and  honorable  men  to  assist  those  citi- 
zens in  protecting  themselves. 

No  gentleman  on  that  floor  could  be  farther 
from  any  disposition  to  plunge  this  country  into 
the  horrors  of  war  than  he  was.  No  man  had  a 
higher  appreciation  of  the  advantages  of  peace 
than  he  had.  No  consideration  could  induce  him 
to  give  a  vote  that  would  have  any  tendency  to 
involve  this  country  in  an  unjust  war.  But,  when 
ri^bt  and  justice  are  on  our  side — when  truth  is 
with  us,  and  national  honor  is  to  be  sustained — 
be  could  not  stop  to  calculate  consequences. 
■*  Tbrica  ia  b«  armed  who  botli  bia  quarrel  Juat." 

Such  arguments  as  ere  urged  here  against  this 
resolution,  backed  by  a  refusal  to  act,  will  have 
no  effect  in  allaying  the  deep  and  settled  determ- 
ination of  the  western  population  to  possess,  as 
the  right  of  tliis  country,  the  territory  to  which 
our  indisputable  claims  extend.  From  the  days 
of  Lewis  and  Clark  they  have  regarded  the  Ore- 
gon question  with  feelings  of  the  deepest  interest. 
On  this  question  there  exists  among  them  a  more 
intense  feeling  than  any  that  has  ever  been  ex- 
erted since  the  last  struggle  with  Great  Britain. 
Involving  all  the  questions  which  it  does,  of  na- 
tional pride,  national  independence,  and  national 
honor,  it  is  to  them  of  inestimable  value.  They 
will  never  consent  to  the  acceptance  of  any 
"equivalent"  that  surrenders  one  inch  of  that 
birthright  which  they  received  from  their  fathers, 
and  will,  at  any  cost,  maintain.  Sooner  than 
barter  it  away,  whenever  the  question  shall  be 
presented  of  surrendering  any  the  smallest  por- 
tion of  that  terntory,  it  was  his  conviction  that 
the  people  of  the  West  would  prefer  perishing  on 
the  breach  to  defend  it  from  partition  orspolialion. 

Mr.  DAYTON  rose  knd.  addressed  the  Senate 
for  an  hour  and  a  half  in  reply  to  the  advocates 
of  the  resolution.  At  the  outset,  he  adverted  to 
the  self-imposed  restraint  he  should  labor  under 
in  avoiding  the  path  of  argument  already  trod- 
den by  the  Senator  from  Massachusetis,  (Mr. 
Choatk,]  in  the  eloquent  remarks  he  made  yes- 
terday. He  could  not  but  feel,  too,  tRat  this  de- 
bate was  mistimed  and  out  of  season,  here  or 
pisewhere;  but,  as  the  discussion  had  been  pro- 
voked, he  also  felt  that  it  must  be  met, so  that  thft 
arguments  on  both  sides  should  go, fairly  before 
the  country. 

The  Senator  from  Massachusetts  yesterday 
complained  that  the  Senator  who  introduced  this 
resolution  had  not  disclosed  what  lay  behind — 
what  were  the  ultimate  intentions — what  it  was 
tu  lead  to.  To  be  sure  it  was  not  necessary,  for 
that  could  not  be  mistaken.  Two  bills  on  the 
table  intimated  as  plainly  as  this  and  other  kin- 
dred resolutions,  the  character  of  those  inten- 
tions. But,  OS  if  to  exclude  a  doubt  on  the  sub- 
ject, the  Senator  from  Missouri  asserted  from  his 
place,  that,  in  less  than  six  months'  time,  the 
Mck  of  the  rifle  will  be  heard  bounding  from 
omF  to  cliff  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  in  strife;and 
thence  to  the  Alleghanies  there  would  be  one 
gathering  of  armed  men. 

Laying  aside  all  tropes  and  figures,  he  thought 
it  far  better  to  discuss  this  matter  as  plain,  prac- 
tical men,  and  look  at  the  question  as  it  actually 
presented  itself.    That  was  the  path  of  wisdom, 


and  the  only  one  by  which  unnecessary  dangers 
could  be  avoided.  He  hoped  this  would  be  the 
future  coarse  of  this  discussion,  and  that  nothing 
but  kind  feelings  and  courtesy  would  be  exhib- 
ited on  either  side  of  the  Chamber. 

This  Oregon  question,  as  presented  by  its 
friends,  was,  however,  he  feared,  calculated  to 
create  an  undue  excitement  of  public  feeling.  It 
was  calculated  to  operate  on  two  of  the  most  ex- 
citable feelings  of  the  human  heart — pride  and 
avarice.  Unfortunately,  when  applied  to  a  nation, 
they  lose  their  revolting  character,  and  become, 
in  general  estimation,  laudable  and  honorable 
with  reference  to  their  object.  National  pride  and 
national  honor  are  exciting  terms.  But  under 
whatever  disguise,*  whether  applied -to  nations  or 
to  men,  their  true  characteristics  still  remain  un- 
changed. Appeals  to  them  are  well  calculated  to 
fix  themselves  deeply  in  the  public  mind. 

It  remains  to  be  judged  of  by  future  events, 
whether  this  whole  matter  of  the  Oregon  question 
may  not  be  resolved  into  the  simple  elements  of  a 
passion  for  enterprise,  springing  less  from  national 
feelings  than  from  the  distinguishing  traits  of  our 
Anglo-Saxon  character — love  of  territorial  ag- 
grandizement, urging  our  population  further  and 
further  west,  till  arrested  by  the  ocean  itself. 

It  was  not  his  intention  to  enter  into  the  diseas- 
sion  of  the  question  of  title  at  present.  He  waa 
content  to  assume  that  it  was  vested  in  this  coun- 
try. Having  examined  all  the  documents,  it  was 
his  opinion  that  the  title  of  the  United  States  was 
gAod,  But  he  was  struck  with  a  remark  of  the 
Senator  from  Pentisylvania  [Mr.  BocaaMAN]  the 
other  day,  that,  if  we  relied  on  the  treaty  of 
Utrecht  for  our  title,  we  should  be  confined  to  the 
territory  from  the  forty-second  parallel  -of  north 
latitude  to  the  forty -ninth  parallel ;  and  if  we  relied 
on  the  discovery  of  the  Columbia  river,  we  should 
be  confined  to  the  Columbia  valley,  and  the  lands 
watered  by  the  tributaries  of  that  river.  It  was, 
therefore,  to  the  title  derived  from  Spain  we  should 
look  for  establishing  our  claim  to  tne  territory  up 
to  iiP  to*  of  north  latitude.  Yet,  as  well  as  he 
could  remember,  it  was  about  this  very  Spanish 
title  that  all  the  difiiculty  between  us  and  Great 
Britain  had  grown  up. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  had  not  said  we  abandoned 
any  title;  but  what  he  did  say  was,  that  the  Span- 
ish title  would  carry  us  to  iiP  W  of  north  lati- 
tude. 

Mr.  DAYTON  so  undentood  the  Senator.  He 
only  meant  to  show  that  the  Spanish  title  was 
notof  that  indisputable  nature  which  the  Senators 
on  the  other  side  supposed,  for  it  was  out  of  it 
that  all  our  difficulties  with  Great  Britain  on  the 
subject  had  arisen.  We  took  up  the  Spanish  title 
by  transfer,  in  1819,  as  it  then  existed,  subject  to 
iu  then  condition.  Anterior  to  that,  Spain  had 
entered  into  a  treaty  with  Great  Britain,  called 
the  Nootka  Spund  treaty.  That  treaty  gave  Eng- 
land a  right  to  fish,  and  make  settlements  on  the 
northwest  coast.  When  we  took  the  Spanish 
title,  we  took  it  subject  to  the  conditions  of  that 
treaty,  existing  from  1790.  Here  Mr.  0.  quoted 
passages  from  the  Nootka  Sound  treatjr,  with  a 
view  ofshowing.that  England  had  a  joint  occu- 
pation of  the  northwest  coast,  at  the  lime  we  de- 
rived the  Spanish  title,  which  was  then  subject 
to  that  condition.  He  admitted,  however,  that 
there  was  an  answer  to  this:  that,  subsequent  to 
the  treaty  of  Nootka  Sound,  Spain  declared  war 
against  England,  and  thereby  abrogated  the 
treaty.  On  the  restoration  of  peace^owever,  a 
treaty  of  commerce  was  made  between  Spain  and 
Great  Britain,  by  which  all  former  relations  were 
renewed, and  tlie  parties  were  placed,  with  regard 
to  former  treaties,  just  as  they  stood  before.  It 
is  contended,  against  this,  that  the  new.  treaty 
was  professedly  and  explicitly  a  treaty  of  com- 
merce, and  therefore  only  meant  such  prior  rela- 
tions to  be  revived  as  were  connected  with  com- 
merce. Now,  he  did  not  say  this  waa  not  a 
proper  construction;  but  what  he  would  say  was, 
that  it  left  doubtful  points  for  disputation,  and 
showed  the  Spanish  title  was  not  altogether  of 
that  incontestable  nature  which  bad  been  assumed , 
and  was  not  of  that  unmitigated  force  which 
should  exclude  the  idea  that  England  had  any 
grounds  of  contest.  • 

There  waa,  however,  a  point  to  which  Eng- 
land, by  her  own  acts,  should  be  confined;  and 
that  was,  her  free  admission,  by  the  declaration 
made  through  her  ministers  in  1837,  whereby  she 


repudiated  all  exclusive  right  to  the  territory  be- 
tween 420  and  49°  of  north  latitude.  She  ex- 
pressly said  then,  she  only  claimed  the  right  of 
joint  occupancy.  This  was  a  step  in  advance. 
It  dropped  all  those  titles  which  she  had  before 
set  up,  of  priority  of  discovery  by  Drake,  d»:., 
and  by  the  occupation  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company.  By  this  declaration  we  got  rid  of  all 
difficulty  except  so  far  as  regards  our  claim  be- 
yond the  forty-ninth  degree  of  latitude,  under 
the  Spanish  title.  . 

Mr.  D.  hera  quoted  largely  from  the  several 
treaties,  commenting  on  each  passage,  with  a 
view  of  showing  that  our  title  outside  of  the'Span- 
ish  title  was  recognized  and  undisputed;  but  the 
inference  he  drew  from  the  old  Spanish  treaties 
waa,  that  we  could  not,  in  fairness,  say  Enghknd 
had  no  color  of  right  to  contend  for  beyond  the 
forty-ninth  paralm  of  north  latitude.  It  was  not 
such  a  clear  case  of  indisputable  right  on  our 
part  as  would  warrant  us  in  saying  we  would 
take  the  law  into  our  own  hands,  and  dispossess 
England  by  force.  It  was  not  like  asking  a  man 
for  your  coat,  which  he  had  put  on,  and,  in  the 
event  of  his  refusal  to  yiejd  it  up,  making  battle 
•with  him  to  compel  him  to  give  you  your  owa. 
We  say  we  have  a  good  title  from  Spaia;  Eng- 
land sajr*  she  has  a  prior  title  from  Spoia.  Here 
is  a  difiwrence  of  opinion,  requiring  an  investin- 
tion.  So  long  aa  there  is  ground  for  this  dtwr- 
enee  of  opinion,  there  is  room  for  oegotiation. 
The  Senator  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Hamkcoav]  says 
the  title  is  ours;  we  aH  admit  it  is  ineootestable; 
why,  then,  negotiate  about  it?  We  are  but  one 
of  the  parties  interested.  Great  Britain  has  to  be 
satisfied  that  our  title  is  as  clear  as  we  deem  it  to 
be,  before  the  field  is  vacated  for  us. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  said  that  he  had  oiUv  le- 
peated  the  language  of  Mr.  Clay,  and  the  admis- 
sion of  the  Senator  from  Maasachusetls. 

Mr.  DAYTON  did  not  recollect  any  such  sd- 
mission  on  the  part  of  the  Senator  from  Maaaa- 
chusetts;  but  he  remembered  tbelaiupugeof  Mr. 
Clay,  which  waa  mereljr  that  Great  Britain  ncTcc 
could  make  out  a  clear  title  on  her  part. 

Now,tke  true  queation  was,  whether  ws  eould 
say  that  our  title  was  so  clear  that  we  eooU  be 
justified  before  the  worUl  in  taking  the  lav  into 
our  own  hands.  It  had  been  a  suojcct  of  oego- 
tiation for  forty  or  fiA^  years;  which  shoared 
that  there  waa  something  to  negotiate  abonu 
Under  the  existing  convention,  some  British  in- 
terests had  grown  up,  which  demanded  consider- 
ation. Will  we  now  say  that  we  will,  after  in- 
viting negotiation,  resist  all  adjastment,  and  seize 
the  whole  Territory  i  Would  not  this  look  like 
ostracising  ourselves  from  the  family  of  natiou? 
It  is  not  a  question  as  to' any  essential  right  or 
viohttioo  of  the  law  of  nations,  involving  the  ex- 
istence or  the  prosperity  of  this  country;  for  that 
does  not  depend  upon  whether  we  holdall  or  any 
part  of  the  Oregon  Territory  i  It  is  a  mere  ques- 
tion of  property;  and  that  is  a  fit  question  for 
settlement  by  negotiation. 

If  the  view  which  he  had  taken  of  this  ques- 
tion was  correct,  it  was  not  nerelf  th^  power  of 
Great  Britain  to  assert  what  ahe  conceived  lo  be 
her  rights  that  was  to  be  considered,  but  the  mond 
power  of  public  aentiment.  The  one  couU  hot 
waste  our  substance  or  destroy  our  property;  the 
other  would  take  away  our  good  name. 

But,  aside  from  all  questions  as-to  the  contro- 
verted right  to  this  territory,  suppose  it  clear  of 
all  difficulty;  the  question  then  oeeara  as  to  die 
propriety  of  iu  immediate  occupation.  Tbia  de- 
pends on  other  circumstances.  And  here  he  should 
be  permitted  to  say  that,  never  was  there  a  coun- 
try about  which  such  conflicting  opinions  ami 
statements  had  been  promulgated.  One  dsss  of 
visitora  to  that  region  represent  it  as  aa  eariblr 
paradise;  another  as  a  desert  waste.  He  woun 
read  an  extract  from  a  western  paper,  shoving 
what  the  writer  thought  of  it. 

Here  Mr.  D.  read  a  long  paaaage  from  a  news- 
paper, comparing  the  Oregon  to  Siberia,  Bolaoy 
Bay,  and  such  places  of  banishment. 

Mr.  BREESB  asked  what  paper  the  Senator 
read  from? 

Mr.  DAYTON,  after  concluding  the  reading  of 
the  passage,  said  it  was  from  a  western  newspa- 
per of  extensive  circulation — the  LouisvillsJour* 
nal,  Kentucky. 

Mr.  D.,at  considerable  length,  argued  that  we 
could  not  think  seriously  of  making  Oicfon  • 
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State  of  (Ilia  Union;  nnd  it  nevrr  would  do  lo 
Iiiiikfr  Uiiscpurali'govcTiiiiit!i!l,  iliHofTectorwIiioli 
would  l>c  to  pen  up  iliivn  liuiiOied  and  furly-lwo 
thoimand  ImliniiH  between  it  und  our  western  fron> 
tier.  It  would  either  be  ilic  muse  of  i-xterminnt- 
ing  the  Indinnx,  or  makin3;  iliem  n  horde  of  dep- 
redators, or  hoth.  To  iliitiil  of  making  Oregon  a 
colony,  wiiulil  bo  at  varlanre  with  not  only  nil  llic 
fxdicy  of  (hia  Governmeni,  but  it  would  be  wholly 
destitute  of  the  only  excuse  any  country  has  for 
making  di8iant  cohmics;  lor  we  had  neither  a  sur- 
plus population  nor  surplus  ciipitnl.  He  could 
■eo  nothing  el*  but  a  colony  that  Oregon  ever 
could  bo  to  us.  Yet,  for  what  ^ood  could  we  keep 
it  ns  a  colony  f  What  good  lo  us,  or  lo  the  Ter- 
ritory itself?  Ccrtaiidv  none  to  us;  for  Oregon 
would  nii«a  agricultural  products  for  itself,  and 
would  rcquiri-  no  supplios  from  us;  and  ns  to  its 
being  «  market  for  our  mannfaclares,  that  was 
equally  visionary. 

Like  the  colonies  of  Great  Britain,  it  mizbt  in- 
To4Te  us  in  great  exiwnse,  for  which  we  never 
would  be  remunernlad,  and  in  relation  to  which 
we  would  be  wholly  destitute  of  her  excuse  for 
colonizing.  Then  as  lo  the  territory  itself,  what 
advantage  would  it  beio  it,  to  cull  us"  the  mother 
country?"  Mother  country  I  What  had  been 
the  ex^iet'ience  of  the  worltt  as  to  colonies,  but 
Uiat  the  mothers  treated  the  children  not  as  the 
offspring  of  tlieir  love,  but  of  their  lust  ?  Their 
unnatural  conduct  towards  their  olTsiiring  gener- 
ally met  wiih  its  reward  in  their  waywardness 
and  ultimate  disclaimer  of  all  imrental  authority. 
Mr.  U.  entered  u|>on  a  leiigtby  review  of  the  col- 
onial policy  of  Great  Britain,  with  a  view  of  allow- 
ing that,  with  the  exception  of  British  India, 
England  had  invariably  Inet  much  more  ihan  she 
had  evcrgained  by  ilinlsyKtem.  He  quoted  Mc- 
Culloch  «s  auiliorily  for  the  assertion  tliai  Eng- 
land had  gained  more  substantial  advantages  from 
faer  commerce  with  the  United  States  since  thnir 
iiHlcpendencc,  than  she  $ver  could  have  gained 
had  ih«y  coDiinucd  under  her  coloitial  govern- 
ment. 

Wc  had  no  excuse  for  this  anxiety  to  possess 
the  territory,  growing  out  of  our  want  of  ruom 
•t  home  for  our  population.  Had  we  not  mil- 
lions on  millions  of  acres  of  unoccupied  land,  the 
fertility  of  even  the  inennest  of  which,  contrasted 
with  that  of  llie^best  lands  in  Oregon,  was  inft> 
aiiely  superior.'  Why  should  We  encourage  the 
emigratiou  of  our  populaiiuo  to  weaken  our  own 
strength.'  Was  it  not  with  nations  as  with  indi- 
viduals, thot  concentration  gave  power  and  effi- 
cacy }  The  greatest  ra|>iain  of  tlie  uge  had  well 
Raid,  that  sucdess  in  military  operations  was  in- 
•orttd  by  concentration  of  force.  St  it  was  in 
liaiiking,  Und  it  not  been  seen  that  four  brothers 
bankers  jii  Europe,  bad  for  years  controlled  the 
moneyed  operations  of  kingdoms  and  empires, 
by  adhering  to  the  parental  injunction  laid  upon 
thcni,  of  eonceniruiing  their  powers  as  bankers  } 
!rhey  were  told  chat  ow!  stick  detached  from  the 
bundle  was  easily  broken;  but  united  and  lied 
together,  they  could  not  easily  be  even  bent. 

Mr.  U.  n-^xi  alluded  to  the  objections  thai  had 
been  urged  against  the  jurisdicilnn  which  £ng- 
land  hail  exercised  over  the  Oregon  territory.  It 
wns  not  Ihs  intention  to  justify  what  England  had 
duiic  hi  that  particular,  for  it  was  his  own  opin- 
ion that  she  had  gone  loo  far,  and  that  she  had 
given  to  the  existing  convention  an  interpretation 
which  it  did  not  sanctioit.  Yet  it  was  worth 
while  to  cXiimine  into  the  matter,  and  inquire 
w  hat  sort  of  jurisdiction  she  did  exercise.  Tliere 
were  two  kinds  of  jurisdiction — that  in  relation 
to  the  person,  and  that  in  relation  lo  the  jprop- 
prty  of  individuals.  England, although  elaihning 
jurisdiction  over  her  own  siibjecm,  had  not  at- 
temfUed  to  exercise  any  jurisdiction  over  prop- 
erty ill  the  territory;  and  he  hud  never  heard  it 
urged  tliatithad  been  exorcisi'd  over  the  territory, 
or  tluit  a  single  case  of  ejectment  had  occurred 
there.  If  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  had,  under 
cover  of  this  jurisdiction,  inflicted  any  wrong 
upon  our  citizens,  it  was  a  subject  of  remonstrance 
on  the  partof  oar  Government;  and  it  might  turn 
out  that  England  would  either  not  father  the  act 
of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  or  would  punish 
it  fo^exceeding  the  powers  delegated  to  it. 

AVhat  evidence  had  wc  of  any  injuries  or 
-wrongs  growing  out  uf  this  jurisdiction  f  None 
tMit  the  exceedingly  questionable  representations 
of  wandering  characters — trappers  and  hunters — 


urged  most  likely  by  Atelinga  of  resenlment,  gen- 
erated by  rival  inteiralaor  dixappiiiiiied  ixpccta- 
tiona.  Was  Coii^riss  to  act  upon  such  auilmrity 
without  due  inquiry,  und  upon  proper  informa- 
tion ivmonstrniiag  with  the  Qovi'rnmcnt  of  Great 
Britain }  It  did  not  seem  to  him  that  a  |>recipitute 
mode  of  prejutfging  .tncli  things  was  the  proper 
way  lo  meet  siniposed  wrongs  or  injuries,  even 
ifgentl';nien  he  correct  in  tlieirasseriinn  that  such 
outrages  have  grown  oiit  of  the  jurisdiction  as- 
sumed by  England  in  the  territory. 

Here  Mr.  I),  observed,  that  owing  to  n  hurt  he 
had  lately  received,  he  found  it  pniiifiil  to  stand 
longer,  otherwise  he  would  not  llirnw  himself  on 
the  indulgence  of  the  Senate  for  an  adjournment. 

ADJOURNMENT  OVEn. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BATI£S,  it  was  agreed  th(it 
when  the  Senate  adjourned  it  should  be  to  Mon- 
day next. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATtVES. 
FiiiDAT,  February  23,  1844. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  having  been  read, 

Mr.  A0.4MS  said  he  believed  there  was  an 
error  in  relation  to  the  vote  yesterday  upon  the 
motion  for  suspending  the  rules  to  enable  the  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana  to  introduce  a  motion  fixing 
the  time  of  adjournment.  The  vote,  it  would  lie 
recollected,  was  announced  as  being  a  tie,  and  the 
Speaker  gave  his  casting  vole  in  the  negative.  He 
understood,  however,  that  the  vote  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Louisiana  [Mr.  Smdell]  had  been 
wrongly  recorded.  If  that  vote  had  been  recorded 
according  to  the  inleniinn  of  the  genllemnn,  the- 
result  would  have  been  very  different.  The  vole 
of  the  House  would  have  been  an  affirmative  vote. 
Ho  was  desirous  that  the  resolution  should  be 
taken  up  and  acted  upon  by  the  House.  The 
gentleman  whose  vote  was  incorrectly  recorded, 
being  now  preaenl,  he  hoped  the  correction  would 
be  made. 

Mr.  SEIDELL  moved  that  the  Joitrnat  be 
amended.  On  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rules 
he  had  voted  affirmatively.  He  had  been  called 
away  before  the  announcement  of  the  vote,  and 
to  his  great  surprise  this  morning,  he  perceived 
that  his  vote  had  been  recorded  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  made  some  observations 
which  were  not  distinctly  liQsrd. 

Mr.  SLi  DELL  said  it  appeared  lo  him  that  his 
right  to  have  the  Journal  corrected  was  a  perfect 
right,  and  did  rw>tat  all. affect  the  course  which 
might  be  taken  by  ony  other  member.  Without 
such  correction  he  would  be  made  to  stand  in  a 
false  position  before  his  constituents. 

Mr.  KHETT  Inquired  whether,  if  the  vote  of 
the  genileman  should  lie  changed,  the  judgment 
of  the  House  would  be  reversed  f  • 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that,  if  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Journal  were  made,  the  result  would, 
undoubtedly,  be  a  change  of  the  decision  made 
yesterday,  and  would  bring  the  resolution  of 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana  directly  before  the 
House. 

Mr.  WINTHROP  referred  to  a  case  which 
occurred  in  the  second  session  of  the  Twenty- 
Sixth  Congress,  when  his  own  vote  had  been 
corrected  upon  the  Journal,  after  a  lapse  of  three 
days',  during  which  the  House  had  stood  ad- 
journed, by  which  the  result  was  changed. 

Mr.  POTTER  desired  to  know  what  position 
the  House  would  stand  in,  in  case  the  gentle- 
man's vnie  were  recorded  in  the  affirmative? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  the  rules  would 
then  be  suspended. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  said  be  would  not  deny 
that  it  might  have  been  the  intention  of  the  House 
yesterday  to  suspend  the  rules;  but  the  case  was 
very  different  to-day;  it  would  interfere  with 
other  business,  which  was  not  before  the  House 
when  the  motion  to  suspend  was  originally  made. 
He  would  feel  compelled  to  resist  the  decision  of 
the  Chair  that  a  suspension  yesterday  would  op- 
erate a  suspension  to-day. 

Mr.  HOLMES  said  he  confessed,  independ- 
ently of  the  mere  fact  of  the  gentleman's  right  to 
have  his  vote  coVrcctly  recorded,  he  was  opposed 
to  this  mode  of  proceeding.  What  wouM  be  the 
result  of  establishing  such  a  precedent?  It  would 
be  fraught  with  danger  and  difficulty. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  said  th«  privilege 


ought,  in  his  opinion.  In  l>c  extended  to  the  gen- 
tleir.an  lo  set  himself  right.  That  would  not  at 
nil  interfere  with  the  main  question.  The  v«te 
upon  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Indi- 
ana ought  to  be  altogether  separate  and  distinct. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  amending 
the  Journal  so  that  the  vote  of  Mr.'  SuDELL,  upon 
the  motion  to  suspend  the  rules,  should  be  in  the 
affirmative,  and  was  carried. 

The  SPEAKER  then  remnvkej  that  the  ques- 
tion was  decided  in  the  affirmative;  and  tlie  rule* 
were  susnended. 

Mr.  RATH  BUN  inquired  whether  it  would  be 
in  order  now  to  m«ve  ilint  the  whole  matter  be 
postponed  until  Tuesday  next? 

The  SPEAKER  was  understood  to  say  that  it 
wnirid  be  in  order; 

.  Mr.  BARNARD  inquired  whether,  if  iba 
Speaker  were  to  vote,  the  result  would  not  ba 
difforeni? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Chair,  he  had  no  right  now  to  vine,  inasmuch 
as  there  was  no  longera  tie;  tlie  vote  being  now 
109  in  ibenffirniativc,  and  i3  in  the  negative.  And 
even  if  he  should  vote,  it  would  not  affect  the 
resulu 

Mr.  RHETT  said  he  nnderslcod  the  decision 
of  the  Chair  to  be  that,  by  the  changeof  the  vote 
of  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana,  the  judgment 
of  the  House  yesterday  was  now  reversed;  and 
that  the  House  had  no  power  whatever  to  set  its 
own  judgment  right.  From  this  opinion  h«  «^uld 
be  compelled  to  appeal.  The  S|>eakar  acted  not 
for  himself  alone,  but  for  the  House;  and  the 
judgment  pronounced  by  him  was  not  an  individ> 
ual  judgment,  but  that  of  the  House;  and  if  tha 
change  of  a  singh:  vote  were  to  be  allowed  to  re- 
verse  that  decision,  it  was  a  good  reason  why  the 
Guliject  sliimid  be  taken  up  again,  and  reconsid- 
ered. The  vote  was  far  from  being  a  full  vote, 
OS  about  sixty  members  were  absent;  and  it  woultl 
operate  as  a  very  great  injury  to  them,  if  there 
c  >uld  be  no  reconsideration.  The  stale  of  the 
question  to-day  was  not  what  it  was  yesterday; 
and  although  the  gentleman  ought,  in  courtesy, 
lo  have  leave  to  change  his  vote,  yet  he  protesteil 
against  the  result  which  would  attend  that  change, 
under  the  decision  of  the  Speaker. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  begged  to  add  a  word. 
It  would  be  recollected  that  wnen  the  vote  was 
announced,  the  whole  House  was  under  a  mis- 
take in  regard  to  it. 

Mr.  STEENROD  moved  a  reconsideration  of 
the  vote  on  suspending  the  rules;  and,  after  some 
further  remarks  from  Messrs.  HENLEY,  LEW- 
IS, and  RHETT. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  moved  lo  lay  the  whole 
subject  on  the  table,  and  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  question;  which,  being  ordered,  re- 
sulted— yeas  64,  nays  108;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Miwsrs.  AiliiiMnii,  Banianl,  Del>er.  Edward  i. 
ninck.  Ulacttwell,  Urengle,  Jartili  llriiilterliofT,  Hnxlliead, 
Cainpltell,  Iteulicii  ( 'li:i|»iiinn.  Aujcuslu.--  A.  Cliapinan,  Chsp- 
p«ll,  ClintiMi,  Culjl),  Cicliurtl  D.  Davis.  Di^aii.  Dickey,  Droiu- 
gnolp.  UtniL'aii,  PtM)!.  FiMIt-T.  G'iJtling^,  Byrain  Green, Gnli- 
ni'll,  IlnDiliii,  Ilninmen,  llanilson,  Hay«,  llcrrick,  Hollnrs, 
llnsc  llnpkliiB.  ilut'lics,  Jo-ppli  U.  Innersoll.  Joliii  P.  Ken- 
itf.dy,  Frcsliin  King,  l.ewiii,  McKay.Manh,  .\S4Hire,  Mor)«, 
Murphy,  Paneritoii,  Payne,  EiiH-ry  D.  Poller,  Preiiloii,  Da- 
vid a.  Rciil,  Itliell,  St.  Jalin,  8nunder<,  David  I..  Sevniour, 
SinipMii,  SAinrml,  Jolm  Stewart.  Scone,  Byke»,  Taylor, 
1'liniMpMn,.Til>l>aua,  Tucker,  Vance,  Vinton,  and  Wdlet 
—61. 

■  N AV8— Mew>r»  Abbott,  Adanrn,  A»he,  linker,  Beardsley, 
Bi-ntnii,  nidlack,  Jmiiicii  Black,  Jaiiii<4  A.  Black,  Buuier, 
Bower,  Boyd,  William  J.  Brown,  Uufllngton,  Burke,  Burl, 
Caldwell,  (;nry,  IJorrnll,  (Jailiii,  1'au.iin.  (;hillnn,  (Jlinch, 
t;iiiiEninn<  l.'iileM,  Collamer,  Cmiiston,  Cullom,  Uaiin,  Dan. 
id.  Uarrelt  riafin.  JoUn  VV.  Davi«,  Dclierry,  Uellet,  Dil- 
linjhani.  Duiilnii,  Farlee.  Ficfcliii.  VitU,  Flort-nce,  French, 
Willi:!  (;reeii,  Griiirr,  Harper,  iliniley,  llnusinn,  Hiibaal, 
tlnbtiell,  Hudson,  Hiiiigcrl'nril.  Waillinflon  Hunt,  James 
B.  Hunt.  Irvin.  Jenk',  Perlny  II.  Julin»ou,  Andrew  Johnson, 
(•■•oriie  Vf.  Joiiea,  Andrew  Kcniady,  Uaiih-I  P.  King,  La- 
branche,  Lucaa,  Lyon,  McClelland,  McClernnad.  McDow- 
ell, Mcilvuiin',  Mo»cli:y,  Newion,  Norrlii,  Owen,  Pannen- 
ter,  Period,  Eli^a  U.  Puller,  UniU'<eT.  Ballilnin,  Charles 
M.  Kecil,  llpdinn,  [liner,  Robimoii,  Bockwell,  Kugera, Sam- 
ple, Schenok,  'Senier,  Severance,  Thoiiiaii  II.  Seyioour, 
Siniunri,  Slldell,  Albert  Sinilh,  Caleb  B.  Smith.  Robert 
Smith,  Stol.-on,  Andrew  StiiWurl,  Stiloa,  Stroiijr,  TlMiniaa- 
Koii,  Tilden,  Tyler.  Wrni  worth, Wclliered,VVhe«ion,Wliite, 
Wiliiaiiia,  WiitUirop,  Woodward,  JVillisu  Wrifbt,  Joaepb 
A.  Wright,  and  Vo«l— 1U8. 

Some  conversation  ensued  in  relation  to  the  dif- 
ficulty in  which  the  House  was  involved,  in  which 
Mr.  WINTHROP,  Mr.  DROMGOOLE,  tha 
SPEAKER,  Mr.  LEWIS,  Mr.  HENLEY,  Mr. 
BLACK,  of  Georgia,  Mr.  C.  JOHNSON,  and 
others,  took  part. 
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'  Mr.  HENLEY  then  (aid,  if  the  difficultv  could 
be  removed,  he  would  withdraw  his  resolution. 
He  took  that  course,  and  gave  notice  that  he 
should  offer  the  same  resolution  on  Tuesday  next; 
which  notice  would  have  the  effect  of  calling  the 
attention  of  members  to  the  question.  In  that  way 
the  subject  was  disposed  of. 

FRENCH  SPOU&TtONS. 

Mr.  CRANSTON  presented  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  Rhode  island,  in  relation  to  French 
spoliations;  and,  on  his  motion,  they  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

REPORT  ON  THB  RDLB8. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  the  order  of  the 
day,  for  the  morning  hour,  to  be  the  report  of  tho 
Mieet  committee  on  the  rules. 

Mr.  ROGERS  proposed,  in  all  sincerity,  to 
give  his  views  on  the  subject  which  occupied  the 
attention  of  the  House.  There  was  no  question 
which  had  excited  mpre  interest  at  the  North, 
particularly  amongst  his  constituents,  than  this 
very  one  of  the  right  of  petition.  The  21st  rule, 
from  its  first  adoption,  had  found  no  favor  with 
them  of  New  York.  They  might  travel  through 
the  whole  extent  of  the  State — through  its  whole 
length  and  breadth— and  would  hardly  find  one 
man  in  ten  that  would  attempt  to  justify  it.  Sin- 
cere and  deep  was  the  opposition  to  it,  and  for 
good  and  suMcient  reason.  When  first  the  at- 
tempt was  made  here  to  abridge  the  right  of  pe- 
tition, the  Abolition  party,  as  such,  was  haraly 
known  amongst  them  in  New  York.  There  were 
k  few  Abolitionists,  to  be  snre;  but  they  were 
few  and  far  between,  like  angels' visits.  There 
was  no  organization;  there  was  no  party,  in  re- 
ality. The  question  of  political  action  was  a  ques- 
tion which  had  long  been  mooted  among  them; 
bat  on  that  subject  there  was  a  great  variety  of 
opinions;  and  it  was  not  until  the  adoption  of  this 
2Ist  role,  or  measures  of  restriction  like  it,  that 
they  attempted  anything  like  party  organization. 
But,  seizing  on  the  vantage  ground  thusfuAiished , 
they  commenced  ar^^lar  political  organization; 
and  inscribed  on  their  banners  *<  liberty  and  the 
right  of  petition"— a  conjunction  of  terms  well 
ealeulated  to  toueh  the  popular  mind,  and  stir  up 
the  deep,  wide  ocean  of  public  sentiment.  And 
what  had  been  the  result?  Look  at  New  York, 
where,  a  few  years  ago,  there  was  hardly  a  suffi- 
cient array  of  political  strength  to  be  respectable 
even  among  the  "  scatterings;"  but  now  thev  held 
the  balance  of  power.  It  was  so,  also,  in  Massa- 
chusetts, and  in  Connecticut,  and  in  Vermont, 
and  in  Ohio,  and  elsewhere;  and  from  a  disjointed , 
scattered,  and  fragmentary  condition,  they  had 
risen  to  a  position  where  power  and  influence  be- 
get respect;  and  he  bad  sometimes  thoujght  that 
nia  Democratic  friends  were  so  well  satisfied  of 
this,  that  they  were  inclined  to  woo  and  win  the 
Abolitionists. 

Now,  he  sincerely,  honestly,  and  conscien- 
tiously believed  that  the  very  element  of  subsist- 
ence— the  very  life-blood  which  had  given  vigor 
and  vitality  to  this  party — was  to  be  found  in  tliis 
celebrated  31strule.  There  was  a  principle  deeply 
planted  in  the  human  heart,  as  old  asi^uman  na- 
ture itself,  that  revolts  at  persecution  and  oppres- 
sion, and  gathers  strength  from  opposition.  The 
Very  worm  would  turn  on  the  foot  that  spurns  it; 
and  should  man,  witli  all  his  glorious  faculties  and 
capabilities,  do  less  than  the  worm  that  crawls  in 
the  dust }  The  whole  history  nf  the  world  showed 
that  no  cause  had  been  impeded  by  oppression; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  such  a  warfare  had  always 
led  the  oppressed  to  ultimate  and  complete  tri- 
umph. Why,  "  the  blood  of  the  martyrs  was 
the  seed  of  the  church;"  and  from  the  dungeon, 
the  gibbet,  and  the  stake,  truth  had  been  borne, 
on  the  four  winds  of  the  heavens,  to  the  utter- 
most comers  of  the  earth. 

He  then,  in  connection  with  this  subject,  re- 
ferred to  the  landing  of  the  pilgrims  on  Plymouth 
rock;  but  he  spoke  in  so  low  a  tone  of  voice  that 
he  was  hot  distinctly  heard.  He  then  proceeded 
to  say  that  it  was  to  oppression  that  this  country 
owed  its  independent  existence  as  a  nation.  But 
"  there  were  giants  in  those  days."  He  did  not 
attempt  to  compare  Abolitionists  with  the  heroes 
of  the  Revolution;  but  he  did  say  that  human 
nature  was  the  same  the  world  all  over,  and  that 
•imilor  causes  would  produce  similar  effecu. 


In  relation  to  the  21st  rule,  he  proposed  to  take 
a  plain,  practical,  and  common-sense  view  of  it. 
What  was  the  opinion  of  their  constituents  on 
that  subject?  What  was  the  opinion  of  the 
masses  ?  What  was  the  opinion  of  the  people  : 
He  pretended  to  know  something  of  the  people 
in  his  section  of  the  country,  for  he  was  one  of 
them.  He  mixed  with  them  everywhere — in 
workshops,  with  the  farmer  at  the  plow, and  the 
laborer  in  the  ditch.  He  knew  all,  for  he  was 
one  of  them,  and  he  was  so  regarded;  and  he  un- 
dertook to  say,  in  relation  to  this  celebrated  rule, 
that,  with  the  masses  of  their  constituents  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  there  was  no  difference  of 
opinion;  they  universally  considered  this  rule 
nght  or  wrong,  an  abridgrnent  of  the  right  of 
petition,  a  restriction  and  limitation  of  that  in- 
valuable right,  and  no  one  could  convince  them 
that  it  was  not  a  restriction  of  the  right  of  peti- 
tion. 

The  only  plausible  argument  wliicti  he  had 
heard  on  this  subject,  in  this  House,  was,  that 
where  the  petition  prayed  for  an  unconstitutional 
thing,  it  might  be  rejected.  This  he  was  not  go- 
ing to  deny;  but  he  would  say  that  argument  did 
not  apply  in  this  ease,  for  he  understood  that  Con- 
gress possessed  authority  over  the  whole  subject 
in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr,  R.  then  referred  to  various  authorities  to 
show  that  Congress  had  the  power  to  abolish  sla- 
very within  the  District  of  Columbia.  The  ques- 
tion of  expediency  was  another  matter  upon  wnich 
he  should  not  attempt  to  say  anything  at  present. 
Whether  Congress  aught  to  do  it,  was  a  question 
which,  at  this  time,  he  should  not  attempt  to  dis- 
cuss. He  contended  that  Congress  had  the  same 
"power  to  abolish  slavery  in  Ine  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, as  the  States  of  New  York  or  Massa- 
chusetts had  to  abolish  slavery  within  their  re- 
spective jurisdictions.  He  thought  there  could 
be  no  doubt  upon  this  point;  no  doubt  had  ever 
been  expressed  until  very  recently. 

Bat,  in  order  to  settle  the  question  conclusively, 
he  thought,  to  the  minds  of  the  majority  of  that 
House,  he  would  cite  the  opinion  of  a  distin- 
guished man,  underwhose  banner  the  Democracy 
of  that  House  were  now  rallying,  as  he  believed, 
to  their  certain  defeat.  Mr.  R.  here  read  the  opin- 
ions of  Martin  Van  Buren  in  relation  to  the  power 
of  Congress  to  interfere  with  the  abolition  of  sla- 
very in  the  District  of  Columbia,  in  a  letter  ad- 
dressed to  a  commiUee  of  the  citizens  of  North 
Carolina. 

The  gentleman  from  the  State  of  Mississippi, 
[Mr.  TaoMPsoH,]  had  seen  fit  the  other  day,  when 
speaking  upon  this  subject,  to  allude  with  a  sneer, 
as  he  thought  at  the  time,  to  the  State  of  New 
York.and  lor  William  H.Seward.  With  all  due 
respect  to  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi,  he 
must  be  permitted  to  say  that  he  probably  under- 
stood the  politics  of  his  own  State  rather  better 
than  he  did  those  of  the  State  of  New  York,  or 
the  charactej*  of  William  H.  Seward.  Governor 
Seward,  when  he  was  a  candidate,  was  addressed 
by  the  Abolitionists  on  the  subject  of  abolition, 
and  he  gave  a  flat  and  unqualified  dissent  to  all 
the  prominent  articles  of  their  creed.  It  was 
true,  that  his  administration  had  given  satisAic- 
tion,  in  some  respects,  to  the  Abolition  party,  as' 
it  had  most  assuredly  to  a  large  majority  of  the 
State.  Why  did  the  gentleman  sneeringly  allude 
to  William  H.  Seward?  What  was  he?  The 
very  soul  of  honor;  a  man  filled  by  the  prodigal- 
ity of  nature,  with  all  the  riches  of  intellect  and 
virtue,  sown  broadcast  in  his  composition;  a  man 
whose  reputation  had  never  been  soiled  by  a  breath 
of  reproach:  he  was  not  only  pure,  but,  like 
Caesar's  wife,  above  suspicion.  In  early  age  he 
planted  himself  in  western  Nisw  York,  among  a 
population  distinguished  by  their  intelligence  and 
enterprise;  and,  by  the  energy  of  his  mind  and 
strength  of  his  character,  he  rose  to  eminence  and 
distinction;  and  at  the  early  age  of  thirty-seven, 
he  was  elected  Governor  of  the  Empire  State.  He 
was  twite  elected  Governor;  but  this  was  not  the 
proper  time  to  speak  of  his  administrations.  Suf- 
fice it  to  say,  that  his  name  stood  high  in  the 
annals  of  his  State.  But  to  sneer  at  Willlnm  H. 
Seward,  as  Tristram  Burgess  was  wont  to  say — 
there  was  more  wisdom  in  his  little  finger  than  in 
the  brains  of  his  political  assailants.  He  belonged 
to  the  true  nobility  of  nature — to  the  peerage  of 
intellect — and  was  adorned  by  the  heraldry  of 
virtue.    Were  New  Yorl(  now  called  upon  to 


present  her  jewels,  the  name  of  Seward  would  be 
one  of  the  purest  gems  that  would  glitter  in  the 
diadem  of  her  greatness. 

Where  did  all  this  sneering  come  from.  It  corns 
from  Mississippi.  Now  he  humbly  conceived, 
with  all  due  deference  to  the  gentlemen  from  Mis- 
sissippi on  that  floor,  that  Mississippi  was  the 
very  last  State  in  the  Union  that  should  attempt 
to  sit  in  judgment  on  the  charactera  of  her  sister 
States.  Thegentleman  thought  thatabolltionitm 
was  pregnant  with  mischief  and  black  with  dis- 
honor. What  did. the  gentleman  think  of  repu- 
diation? War,  pestilence,  and  famine,  or  any 
other  evil,  might  be  inflicted,  and  the  recuperative 
energies  of  the  country  would  be  suflicient  to  re- 
new, restore,  and  revive  its  prosperity;  but  wipers 
was  the  medicine  that  should  hetfl  the  wounded 
honor  of  the  country?  Where  was  the  hand  that 
shoiild  wipe  from  her  brow  the  damning  leprosy 
of  broken  promises  and  blasted  fame  ?  Where 
was  the  arm  long  enough  and  strong  enough  to 
pluck  up  drowning  honor  by  the  locks?  When 
the  obligations  of  a  government  became  Mse  as 
dicers'  oaths,  that  government  voluntarily  goes 
down  to  that  depth  of  degredation  from  which 
there  is  no  hope  of  arising^  It  was  a  moral  and 
politicol  death.  It  was  the  un/orgotten  and  on- 
forgiven  sin,  for  which  there  was  no  recording 
angel,  in  the  beautiful  language  of  Sterne,  to  drop 
a  tear  as  he  writes  it  down,  and  blot  it  out  for- 
ever. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  wished,  before  the  gentle- 
man left  that  part  of  the  subject,  to  be  permitted 
to  make  an  explanation  in  reply. 

Mr.  ROGERS  observed  that  he  hod  only  ten 
minutes  left  him;  and  his  remarks  on  repudiafiaii 
were  general,  making  no  personal  allusion  to  the 
gentleman  or  his  State,  he  assured  him.  Mr.  R. 
went  on  to  say  that  he  wished  to  refer  to  soma 
remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
who  made  a  very  extraordinary  speech,  butshoold 
not  have  time  to  do  so.  He  ahould,  however, 
take  the  opportunity  to  allude  to  the  speech  of  the  ' 
gentleman  from  Alabama,  [Mr.  Dellit,]  made 
yesterday,  which,  he  was  free  to  say,  was  the 
beat  speech  made  on  that  side  of  the  question— a 
speech  characterized  by  a  great  deal  of  iMeooity 
and  eloquence  and  force  of  mind.  But  toe  gen- 
tleman was  mistaken  in  the  allusion  which  be 
ifaade  to  the  authority  of  Mr.  MiMison.  The  ran- 
tieman  spoke  of  Mr.  Madison  as  having  said,  ia 
one  of  his  speeches  in  the  convention  of  Virginia, 
that  abolishing  slavery  in  this  District  would  be 
a  usurpation  of  power  by  Congress.  That  speech, 
however  was  mode  in  reply  to  a  speech  of  Mr. 
Henry,  and -a  reference  to  these  speeches  would 
show  that  they  both  referred  to  the  abolition  of 
slavery  in  the  States,  which  he,  as  well  as  all  the 
Abolitionists,  would  admit  would  be  a  osarpalion 
of  power  by  Congress.  No  Abolitionist  that  he 
ever  heard  of  liad  ever  asked  for  the  abolition  of 
slavery  in  the  States;  Mr.  R.  then  read  some  ex- 
tracts fW>m  the  speeches  of  Mr.  Madison  and  Pal- 
rick  Henry;  at  the  conclusion  of  which,  his  re- 
marks were  cut  short  by  the  Speaker  anDonoeing 
that  the  hour  had  expired. 
'  Mr.  DROMGOOLE  rose  and  gave  notice  that 
he  should  withdraw  his  motion  to  recommit  the 
report,  and  offer  an  amendment  instead. 
PREEM1>TIONS. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  reduce  and  graduate 
the  price  of  the  public  lands  in  favor  of  settler* 
and  cultivators;  which  was  read  twice  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  the 
bill  and  accompanying  report  were  ordered  to  bs 
printed. 

PRIVATB  CALBITDAR. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VANCE,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House, 
(Mr.  J.  R.  iNQERsaLL  in  the  chair,)  for  the  con- 
sideration of  private  bills;  and  the  following  hav- 
ing been  considered  ,were  laid  aside  to  be  reported: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  C.  Hallock; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thompson  Hutchinsdn; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Jones  ani 
others; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Harrison; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Enoch  McDaniel; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Reid; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Ellery; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  owner  ana  crew  rf 
the  schooner  Success; 
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A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  B.  Fol{!er; 

A  bill  for  the  relirf  of  Samuel  B.  Tuck, 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Augustus  Atlee; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  M.  Jones; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Dean; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  Fessenden; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jervis  Foote; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Alborne  Allen; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Bonnet; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Frederick  Hopkins; 

A  bill  ^br  the  relief  of  John  Farnham; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Arthur  R.  Frogge; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Levi  Colmas; 

A  bill  for  tho  benefit  of  Joseph  Watson; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  Justice; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Levi  Eldridee; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Adam  L.  Mills; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Grant,  Sarah 
Grant,  Israel  P.  Stone,  and  Emily  Pinkliam, 
owaers  of  the  fishing  schooner  Jane  aud  Mary, 
of  Cape  Porpoise,  Maine; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  G.  Ward; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  WalcoU  A.  Strong  and 
Pierre  8.  DerUanne; 

A  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Milley,  an  Indian 
woman,  of  the  Creek  nalion; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  Wallia; 

A  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Sarah  Parker,  widow  of 
Jonathan  Parker; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Freeman; 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  entry  of  certain  lands, 
occupied  by  branch  pilots  of  tb«  port  of  New 
Orleans  and  others,  in  the  State  of  iiouisiana; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Reese; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Simeon  Denison; 
-  A  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Daniel  Dunham; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Louis  Crouk,  alia* 
Crnnkhite;  and 

A.  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Richard  Elliott. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VANCE,  the  committee 
rose  and  reported  progress. 

BENJAMIN  MURPHY. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  Ben- 
jamin Murphy,  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

On  mouou  of  Mr.  WELXiER,  the  House 
adjourned. 

Tbe  paUawiat  petitioni,  pivfiented  in-4af ,  were  handed 
m  i)i«  reporfenf  by  the  members  prenentinx  tivein  ; 

Bar  Mr.  RAMaBY :  The  niemorisi  ol'  Thoaiu  Binghun, 
of  Philadelphia,  a  private  in  tbe  late  war,  fur  liw  luonlbly 
pur. 

B)r  Mr.  SMITH,  of  Illlnoia:  The  petition  nf  (crffntjr- 
tiffa  ciuzcoi  at  Perry  and  ndjoiaingenunlic*,  lllinota,  pnf- 
iug  n  ehaiigo  ia  Ibe  ujail  route  from  Sbawneeiowii  In  Bell- 

Tlllc. 

By  Mr.  HENLEY :  The  petition  of  John  J.  Mulligan, 
ivking  a  ptfH.xinn  ;  which  wan  refvrred  to  tbe  Cominiuecon 
KenilutioMary  PeHsioDB. 

By  Mr.  BBINKBUHOFF:  The  petition  of  citizen*  of 
Ohi4i,and  6tifcklioldentaf  tlie  Man.«Iu-ld  and  8an(lup|(y  City 
Railroad  Company,  pmying  to  be  allowed  to  Import  the  Iron 
Ihr  naid  rotid  tree  of  duty. 

By  Mr.  IK)ti.SIER:  The  petWoivand  other  docvments of 
Mexri.  C.  I..  Swayxe  and  John  L.  Garrett,  praying  iluu 
dieir  titles  Inlandiiliiereinde^ribed  bi>  perfected  and  legal- 
ized by  nn  act  of  Congress;  and  tlmt  the  tSovi'rninent  re- 
linqauili  all  tide  ttwreto;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
winee  on  Public  Land^. 

By  Mr.  DUNLAP:  The  following  re«iluiion  from  the 
Maine  Temperance  0nion ;  which  was  referred  to  tbe  Com- 
aritlee  on  Navnl  Affairs  : 

Ruoliwd.  That  Hie  object  of  the  memorials  nn  tbe  subject 
of  spirit  rations  of  tbe  Navy,  now  in  general  circulation, 
which  pray  for  the  repeal  nfi^hat  law,  and  recommen^  Uiat 
ft  substitute  Ih*-  furnislied.  meets  the  liearty  approbation  of 
the  Maine  Temiierancc  Union. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
SATI7RDAT,  Fclirttai^  34,  1844. 

The  SPEAKEJl  announced  the  buainess  for 
tbe  morning  hour  to  be  the  report  of  the  select 
committee  on  the  rules,  on  which  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  [Mr.  Dboi4gooi.e]  had  the  floor. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  said,  that  yesterday  he 
announced  his  intention  lowithdrauThis proposi- 
tion to  recommit  tbe  report  of  the  select  com- 
miitee  on  tbe  rules,  which  lias  been  so  loug 
pending,  with  the  view  of  olTeringnn  amendment, 
which  he  proposed  now  to  do.  He  did  not  pao- 
poae,  this  morning,  to  do  more  than  submit  the 
ameiidmnit,  and  to  ask  that  it  nii^ht  be  printed, 
that  the  House  might  understand  it;  and  then  to 
more  a  postponement  of  the  subject  to  sOmc  fu- 
ture morning.  On  Monday  morning  he  under- 
stood this  aulijcct  would  not  come  up,  as  that  day 


would  be  occupied  with  petitions  or  resolutions; 
but  on  Tuesday  it  might  come  up.  This  motion 
proposed  to  strike  out  all  the  report  of  the  selea 
committee  after  the  words  "  otca  *«e<,".in  rule 
No.  13,  and  to  substitute  the  amendment  which 
he  had  prepared. 

He  desired  that  the  Clerk  would  read  his 
amendment;  but  as  it  appeared  to  embrace  nearly 
all  the  rules  of  the  House,  the  reading  was  waived. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  then,  having  submitted  his 
amendment,  moved  a  postponement  of  the  further 
consideralinn  of  the  subject  to  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  BARNARD  said  he  should  like  to  hear 
the  amendment  read  before  be  voted  on  H  in  any 
way. 

Mr.  BRODHBAD,  too,  ezpresaed  a  wiah  to 
know  how  the  25th  rule  now  stood. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  said  the  gentleman  frnm 
Pennsylvania  and  the  House  would  find  that  he 
had  substantially  retained  that  rule,  for  it  was 
but  slightly  changed  in  its  phraseology. 

The  Clerk  read  the  rule  as  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  proposed  it  should  stand,  as  follows: 

**  No  petition,  memnrini,  resolution^  or  other  paper,  touch- 
ing the  abolition  of  slavery  in  tlic  Di:«trict  of  Ooliiiiibia,or 
In  any  State  or  Territory  of  the  United  Stntos,  or  praying 
the  interftvenee  of  Congret«8  in  any  way  with  the  transfer 
or  removal  of  slaves  from  or  to  [my  Stale  or  Territory  of  tlie 
United  Stales  in  wliich  slavery  is  autlinrized  by  law,  shall 
ba  received  by  Uiis  House,  or  entertained  by  it  in  any  way 
whatever.'* 

Mr.  DRO  MGOOLE  again  remarked  that  it  was 
substantially  the  same  as  the  21st  rule. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  WINTHROP, 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  augj^ested  an  amendment  to 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia*. 

Air.  DROMGOOLE  said  he  could  not  now  de- 
cide what  modifications  be  should  make;  but  if 
the  House  would  direct  his  amendment  to  be 
printed,  tbe  members  would  have  time  to  consider 
It,  and  to  suggest  amendments,  which  could  be 
considered  when  the  entire  subject  should  come 
up.  He  renewed  his  motion  to  postpone  until 
Tuesday,  and  that  the  amendment  be  printed. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  New  York,  called  for  tbe  yeaa 
and  nays  on  that  inAtion. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE,  at  the  reouest  of  various 
gentlemen,  cnlered  in^o  some  explanations  of  the 
amendments  which  he  proposed  to  make. 

Mr.  ADAMS  also  maae  some  observations 
thereon,  but  in  so  low  a  totie  of  voice  as  to  be  el- 
most  inaudible  at  the  reporter's  desk.  He  was, 
however,  understood  to  complain  that  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  would  sweep 
away  the  result  of  the  labors  of  the  select  com- 
mittee; for,  as  he  understood  it,  it  was  to  strike 
out  all  front  the  13th  rule,  to  the  end  of  the  rules, 
which  were  fifty  in  number.  He  also  spoke  of 
some  particular  eOects  which  would  be  produced 
by  the  amendments  of  tlie  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  explained. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  asked  what  would  be  the  ef- 
fect of  the  previous  question;  and  whether  it 
would  not  cut  off  the  motion  to  postpone,  and 
bring  the  House  to  a  direct  vote  on  the  peiiding 
amendment? 

The  SPEAKER' was  understood  to  say  that 
such  would  be  its  effect.     ° 

Mr.  SCHENCK  said  he  had  a  word  or  two  to 
say  before  he  submitted  that  motion.  It  would 
afford  him  great  pleasure  and  satisfaction  to  bear 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  naoucooLE,] 
or  his  venerable  friend  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
Adams,]  deliver  their  views  on  the  subject  before 
the  House;  but  it  had  occupied  its  attention  for 
weeks — he  ought  to  say  months — and  he  had 
been  wailing  fur  a  fitting  opportunity  to  make  the 
motion  which  he  now  proposed  to  submit;  and  a 
more  fitting  opportunity,  he  was  of  opinion,  would 
not  again  occur,  to  jatige  from  the  manifestations 
of  the  desire  of  gentlemen  to  obtain  the  floor  to 
speak  on  this  31st  or  25tb  rule. 

He  had  not  occupied  tbe  attention  of  the  House 
upon  this  subject  because  he  was  uniaterestsd  in 
the  debate  which  had  been  progressing,  but  be- 
cause he  deemed  it  a  matter  about  which  a  dis- 
cussion, if  notal together  unprofitable,  was  at  least 
unnecessary.  He  believed  that  tbe  people  of  this 
country  bad  made  up  their  minds  upon  this  sub- 
ject, and  that  they  would  prefer  to  see  the  House 
act  upon  it,  and  establish  what  were  to  be  the 
rules  (if  the  House,  and  then  go  on  with  some 
efiicient  action  as  regards  legislation.  The  House 
ought,  by  this  time,  to  have  determined  what 


should  be  the  roles,  under  the  control  of  which 
the  business  of  the  House  should  progress.  And 
in  order  that  his  position  might  not  be  misunder- 
stood with  regard  to  this  rule,  he  would  say  that 
he  would  vote  against  the  rules  in  any  shape  in 
which  they  might  be  presented,  if  this  Slst-or 
25th  rule ,  or  any  similar  one,  were  embodied ;  anit 
he  would  vote  against  such  rule,  and  in  favor  of 
the  others,  if  the  tiuestion  could  b«  so  divided. 

The  SPEAKER  remarked  that  Uie  question 
before  the  House  was  upon  the  motion  lb  posl.- 
pone. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  Miid  he  was  merely  assigning 
reasons  why  the  House  should  not  postpone  the 
subject,  but  being  prepared,  should  come  to  a  vote 
upon  it;  and  one  reason  iie  was  going  to  assign 
was,  that  there  was  nothing  in  the  proposition  of 
ihe  gentleman  from  Virgiaia  whir^i  required  any 
further  reflection,  or  new  discussion,  for  there  was 
no  distinctive  feature  between  the  rules  as  they 
now  stand,  and  those  proposed  by  ibe  gentleman. 
They  were  in  no  degree  changeif  in  any  of  their 
characteristics;  he  could  noi  see  whether  the 
21st  rule,  as  the  gentleman  shaped  it,  was  twee- 
dle-dum  or  tweedle-dee.  They  had  now  an  op- 
portunity of  voting;  and  he,  for  one,  was  pre- 
pared. The  21st  rule  was  making  abolitionists 
in  his  section  of  the  country  every  day,  and  he 
was  desirous  to  arrest  its  influence.  The  people, 
when  they  saw  petitions  turned  away  from  tlie 
doors  of  Congress,  and  came  to  consider  the 
question  of  the  rightof  petition,  did  not  look  into 
Hatsel;  they  held  that  it  was  a  right  incident  upon 
the  relation  between  rulers  and  the  people. 

Mr.  HALE  called  the  gentleman  to  order. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  said  his  caurse  of  remark  wa« 
irregular;  he  would  not  pursue  it.  He  would  re- 
mark simply,  that  he  saw  no  reason  why  they 
should  continue,  day  after  day,  and  week  after 
week,  and  month  after  month,  debating  «  ques- 
tion, which,  if  they  looked  at  the  action  of  past 
sessions,  it  would  be  perceived  had  been  discussed 
re|>eatedly  and  thoroughly. 

It  must  be  fresh  in  the  recollection  of  every  one, 
that  not  long  since,  when  a  question  of  ute  ut- 
most importance  to  the  whole  country  was  be- 
fore the  House,  it  was  thought  not  unfair  by  the 
majority  to  prescribe  how  long  that  debate  should 
continue, and  on  what  day  it  should  be  terminatrd. 
If  it  was  right  in  that  case  to  limit  tbe  eontinuance 
of  the  discussion,  it  assuredly  was  equally  so  in 
this.  Gentlemen  must  surely  be  prepared,  by  this 
time,  to  vote  upon  the  question.  [Mr.  S.  was  again 
called  to  order.]  He  had  been  charged  with  be- 
ing inclined  to  disorder;  but  he  tlionght  the  Chair 
would  do  him  the  justice  to  say,  that  he  was  not 
wandering  from  the  question.  He  was  endeav- 
oring to  show  that  the  subject  ought  not  to  be 
postponed.  If  there  was  propriety  in  calling  the 
previous  question  upon  the  occasion  he  had  men- 
tioned, there  was  much  more  reason  now,  whr 
this  question  should  be  no  longer  postponed.  It 
was  preposterous  to  say,  that  the  debate  upon 
questions  of  great  magnitude,  in  the  result  of 
which  the  whole  country  was  interested,  should 
be  limited  by  the  previous  question,  and  that  it 
could  not  be  applied  to  a  question  upon  which  all 
must  be  prepared  to  vote. 

Mr.  S.  demanded  the  previous  question;  but 
withdrew  the  demand,  for  a  moment,  at  the  re- 
quest of  Mr.  Holmes,  upon  tbe  assurance  of  that 
gentleman  that  he  would  renew  the  demand  when 
be  had  concluded  his  remarks. 

Mr.  HOLMES  said  he  understood  the  motion 
before  the  House  was  to  postpone  the  subject, 
and,  on  the  other  band,  that  there  was  a  desire 
to  stop  the  debate  by  the  operation  of  .the  pre- 
vious question,  if  it  could  be  done.  He  did  not 
intend,  if  the  subject  should  be  postponed,  to  ad- 
dress the  House  on  the  subject  of  ths  21st  rule; 
but  he  did  wish  to  say  to  his  southern  friends, 
and  to  the  northern  Democracy,  if  they  were 
sincere  in  their  professions,  that  they  ought  to  be 
on  the  alert.  The  whole  debate  had  been  car- 
ried on,  as  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  had  said, 
upon  technicalities  laid  down  in  Hatsel;  and, 
with  due  deference  to  the  southern  portion  of  tbe 
House,  a  more  idle  debate,  in  his  opinion,  never 
had  been  carried  on.  He  admitted  the  right  of 
petition 

The  SPEAKER  remarked  that  the  question 
before  the  House  was  for  the  postponement. 

Mr.  HOLMES  said  he  was  merely  speaking 
in  reference  to  the  postponement.    He  admittea 
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thg  right  of  petition;  but  that  right  ceaied  when 
it  became  a  crime.  That  was  his  position.  Ev.ery 
man  possessed  the  right  to  carry  arms;  but  that 
right  ceased  the  tery  moment  he  presented  his 
weapon  to  the  breast  of  his  fellow-citizen. 

The  SPEAKER  requested  the  gentleman  to 
confine  his  remarks  to  the  question  of  postpone- 
ment. 

Mr.  HOLMES  said  he  was  averse  to  any  fur- 
ther postponement.  He  cared  not  whether  the 
rule  was  adopted  or  rejected;  but  what  he  desired 
was,  that  every  man,  both  of  the  North  and  of 
the  South,  should  show  his  hand.  They  were  as 
well  prepared  to  do  it  no w  as  at  any  other  period ; 
and  It  was  upon  such  showing  that  their  future 
resolves  must  be  taken.  He  wanted  the  question 
brought  to  an  issue.  What  was  the  question? 
It  was  nothini;  m«re  than  this;  Whether  the  ad- 
vocates of  abolition,  like  la  amii  dei  noin  of  the 
revolution  in  Hayti,  were  going  to  convert  this 
continent  into  a  theater  of  bloodshed?  He  re- 
newed the  demand  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  STEENROD  moved  to  lay  the  whole  sub- 
ject on  the  table,  and  that  there  be  a  call  of  the 
House.  Upon  this  motion  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  WINTHROP  inquired  whether,  if  the 
House  were  called,  they  would  be  able  to  avail 
themselves  of  that  call,  providing  the  morning 
hour  should  in  the  mean  lime  expire? 

The  SPEAKER  remarked  that  the  business 
now  before  the  House  could  only  be  considered 
as  the  business  of  the  morning  hour. 

Mr.  STEENROD  then  moved  a  suspension  of 
the  rules  to  enable  ihe  House  to  proceed  with  the 
business  before  them,  until  some  disposition  were 
made  respecting  it;  and  upon  this  question  the 
yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and  being  taken, 
resulted — yeas  M3,  nays  36;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Mcspra.  Ablmlt,  Ailnms,  Ashe,  Bakor,  narrinnor, 
finriiard,  fielser.  Bdwnril  J.  DInck,  Jnnies  BI;iok,  Blnck- 
well,  Bodsicr,  Bnivi*r,  Hoyd,  Itrvnirlp,  Jm'ob  OniikerliolT, 
BriKllinnd.  Aamri  V.  Ilrnwii,  Millon  Brown,  VVillium  J. 
fir'iwii,  Duffiiigtnn.  llurke,  Uiin,  C.ililwcll,  Cnry,  Ciirroll, 
t.'an^ti.  Clinch,  Clingninn,  Ciillnriiur,  Cr.ini*lon,  l'fo*«, 
Cullom.  Dmin,  Pnniel.  Gttrreit  llnviti,  De.tn,  Delierry,  Del- 
let.  Dickey,  DuHl  ip,  Kliiier.  Fii«h,  Flnrence.  Fttot.  ronlor, 
Kn:iicli,  (iiddiiigri,  Willis  (jrceii,  Uyr.iiii  iinvn,  Griiiii«ll, 
Grider,  il;t|p,  UaniUon,  Hnrdiii,  (larpfr.  Hays,  llcolcy, 
IliibanI,  Hiibhetl,  llmlmn,  nuii^crlbrd.Wasiliinijtnn  Hunt, 
James  B.  Hiinr,  Irvin,  Ji-iiks,  Prrley  B.  Jnhntion,  Andrew 
Joliiifion.  treorfe  W.  Jones,  Andrew  Kennedy,  Daniel  P. 
King,  J.abraMclie.  J.iiea^,  Luin|ikin,  McCaiifluii,  McClel- 
land, McClern.iinl,  McCDnnell,  Mcllvaine,  .^larKli.  Maih- 
ew«,  JnAcpIi  Morris,  Miiwe,  Morsely,  Murj'liy,  Ncwion, 
Nnrris,  f)wen,  Patterson,  Puyne.  Peyton,  EMj^lia  R. 
Potter,  Kiiiery  D.  Pouer,  Pratt,  Preston,  Pnrdy,  Itani- 
sey,  Itallilinn,  Itayncr,  Charles  IVl.  Uced,  Keding,  Ritll'e, 
Kitter.  UnhinHon,  Rockwell,  uogem,  St.  John,  Sam- 
ple, Sannrtnrs,  Schenck,  Sentcr,  Severance,  Thomas  II. 
tfeymonr,  David  L.  Seymour,  8iinp''0n.  HIidell,  Albert 
SiHith.  Caleb  B.  SniiUi,  Sieenrod,  Stephens,  Stetson,  An- 
drew S.iewarl,  John  Stewart,  Stile:*,  Stone.  Strong,  Sum- 
mers, Taylor,  'ribbatt!",  Tilden,  Tiler,  Vniiineier,  Vinton, 
Wellcr.  VVclhered,  Whenton.  W  lile,  Winthrop,  Wood- 
Ward.  JiMeph  A.  Wrielit,  and  Vnsi— 14-}. 

N A  VS— .Messrs.  Aikin«oii,  Itelser,  Itidlack,  Campbell, 
Renbeii  Chapman,  Augnstu.^  A.  (Chapman,  Cobb,  Coles, 
Richard  U.  Davis.  Johti  W.  Davis.  Dillinttham,  Drompoole, 
Fnrlee.  Hamlin^  Ilammelt,  Iterrick,  Hnhnes,  Hose.  Hop- 
kins, IlnUKtoii,  Joseph  EL  Ins^rsoll,  Cave  Johnson.  Preston 
King,  Kirkpalrick,  llavid  S^  [tcid.  Uiissell,  Sllnnns,  John 
T.  Smith.  Thnma-<  Smilli,  .^ykes,  ThoniassTHi.  Tliumpson, 
Tucker,  Vance,  Wentwortli,  and  Williams— 36. 

The  question  then  came  up  on  the  motion  for 
a  call  of  the  House;  and  being  put,  was  decided 
in  Ihe  affirmative. 

The  roll  having  been  called  throttgh,  itappcarcd 
that  one  hundreu  and  eighty-eight  members  an- 
swered to  their  names. 

The  absentees  being  next  called,  there  appeared 
to  he  one  hundred  and  ninety  members  present. 

The  officers  of  the  House  were  then  directed 
to  close  the  doors  of  the  Hall;  and  the  ubsciilces 
were  again  called  for  the  purpose  of  hearing  ex- 
cuses. 

JoseprH.  Anderson  being  called, 

Mr.  RATHBUN  offered,  as  an  excuse  for  him, 
that  he  had  been  called  home  in  consequence  of 
indisposition  in  his  family. 

He  wag  excused. 

Arcbibalb  H.  Arrikoton  being  called, 

iMr.  SAUNDERS  oifered  for  him  the  same 
excuse. 

He  was  excused. 

[A  message  was  here  received  from  the  Presi- 
•ient,  by  Mr.  John  Ttler,  jr.,  his  Private  Sec- 
retary. 

Mr.  HOLMES  moved  that  it  be  now  read, 
observing  that  he  understood  it  to  be  of  an  im- 


portant character;  but,  on  learning  that  his  mo- 
tion could  not  be  received  at  this  stage  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  House,  he  withdrew  it.] 

Mr.  DAVIS  moved  that  all  further  proceedings 
under  the  call  be  dispensed  with. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

Jeremiir  Brown  was  called. 

Sahcel  Chilton  was  called;  when 

Mr.  SUMMERS  offered, as  an  excuse  forhim, 
that  he  was  called  home  by  necessary  business. 

He  was  excused. 

Duncan  L.  Clinch  was  called,  when 

Mr.  STEPHENS  oflered,  as  an  excuse  for 
him,  that  he  had  left  the  House  this  morning  to 
attend  to  some  necessary  business  at  one  of  tlie 
Executive  Departments. 

He- was  not  excused. 

John  B.  Dawson  was  called. 

Mr.  SLIDELL  staled  that  he  was  detained  at 
his  lodging  by  indisposition,  though  notof  a  seri- 
ous nature.  He  had  been  in  the  House  the  day 
before  yesterday. 

He  was  excused. 

Stephen  A.  Douglas  was  called. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH  offered,  as  an  excuse 
for  him,  that  he  was  detained  at  his  lodgings  by 
indisposition. 

He  was  excused. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  IRVIN,  Mr.  Fnicx  was  ex- 
cused on  account  of  sickness.- 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL,  Mr. 
Charles  J.  lNaERS9LL  was  also  excused  for  the 
same  reason. 

John  P  Kenneot  was  next  called. 

Mr.  WETHERED  moved  that  he  be  excused 
on  account  nf  sickness, 

Mr,  CAMPBELL  observed  that  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland  had  been  in  the  House  that  morn- 
ing. 

Mr.  WINTHROP  said,  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Ken- 
NEDT,  that  he  left  his  house  for  the  first  time  for 
many  months,  to  attend  Cnqgress;  and  perhaps 
a  change  of  air  had  rendered  him  unable  to  at- 
tend. 

[Cries  of  "  Oh  !  that  won't  do,"] 

The  SPEAKER  put  the  question,  and  the  gen- 
tleman was  not  excused. 

Mr.  McKat,  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  was  excused,  he  being  in  his 
committee  room,  engaged  in  his  important  duties. 

Mr.  Maclat  was  excused,  he  being  necessarily 
abseni,under  peculiar  circumstances,  as  explained 
by  Mr.  MURPHY. 

Mr.  Moore  was  excused  on  account  of  sick- 
ness, which  was  well  known  to  have  been  very 
severe  during  a  great  part  of  the  session. 

Moses  G.  Leonard  was  next  called. 

Mr.  RATHEKJN  moved  that  he  be  excused. 
He  said  Mr.  Leonard  left  this  city  a  week  ago, 
and  was  expected  back  by  the  eleven  o'clock  train 
this  morning. 

[Cries  of  "  Why,  that's  no  excuse  !"] 

The  House  refused  to  excuse  him. 

Mr.  Edward  J.  Morris  the  House  also  refused 
to  excuse. 

On  the  motion  and  explanation  of  Mr.  FISH, 
Mr.  PutENix,  who  has  been  long  very  sick,  was 
excused. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  BIDLACK,  Mr.  A.  H. 
Read  was  excused  on  account  nf  sickness. 

Mr.  lloDNET,  .Mr.  Smith  of  Illinois,'and  Mr. 
BnowN  nf  Georgia,  were  also  excused. 

Mr.  BLACK,  of  Pennsylvania,  said  there 
seemi;d  to  be  a  full  attendance  of  the  House;  and 
therefore  he  moved  nil  further  proceedings  und^r 
the  call  be  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  New  York, said  he  should  like 
I  to  know  how  itiatiy  were  absent. 
I     The  Clerk  read  the  names  of  the  gentlemen 
I  whom  the  House  Itad  refused  to  excuse,  as  fol- 
I  lows: 

DtwcAN  L.  Clinch,  D.  W.  Dickinson,  John 
P.  Kennedy,  .Moses  G.  Leonaiio,  Joseph  J, 
McDowell,  Edward  J.  Morris,  and  Henrt 
Nes. 

The  SPEAKER  put  the  question  on  suspend- 
ing all  furtlier  proceedings;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative  by  a  majority  of  84  to  78. 

The  doors  were  then  thrown  open;  and  Mr. 
Dawson,  Mr.  Kennedy,  of  Marylaiid,-Mid  some 
others,  entered  and  took  their  seats. 

The  SPEAKER  then  put  the  question  on  the 


motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr. 
Steenrod,]  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the  table; 
on  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  and  or- 
dered. 

Mr.  HOLMES  inquired  if  he  understood  that, 
by  laying  the  subject  on  the  table,  it  would  hin- 
der any  m.in  from  showing  hishand  ?  [Laughter.] 

The  yens  and  nays  were  then  taken,  and  re- 
sulted— yeas  8'2,  nays  112;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Aikhi-inn,  Bclser,  Biillack, Jstnei  Black, 
James  A.  Black,  Blackweli,  Bossier,  Bower,  BowUn,Boyd, 
Jacob  Brinkerhoff.  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Miltoti  Dmwn,  Wil- 
liam J.  Brown,  llurke.  Burl,  Caldwell,  Caliiptiell,  Reobea 
Chapman,  Augustus  A.  Chapman,  ChaptwII,  Clinton,  Cobl>, 
Coles,  Cutiti,  Cultiiin,  Datiiel,  U;iws<iii,  Dean,  Uellel,  Dun- 
can, Pieklin,  French,  (grider,  Hamnietr,  riaralsrm,  Henley, 
Hngc,  Hi>pkins,  Ili>usian,  HnbanI,  llu|!lies,  JninesiNi,  Caro 
Johnson,  Andrew  Jolinsoii, George  VV.  Jtwes,  Preston  Kinf, 
Labranche,  Lewis,  Lucas,  Lumpkin,  McClernaiid,  McCoa- 
ncll,  McKay,  Mathews,  Muriihv,  N'orris,  Owen,  Payne, 
Prnlt,  David  S.  |{cid,I{<-din«,  Rell'-,  Rhelt,  ItusscM, St.  John, 
S^lHlders,  Simpson,  Slitlell,  Steenrod,  Steplietis.  Stiles, 
Stfme,  Strrmc,  Taylor,  Thomassmi,  ThonipMMi,  Tibbsus, 
Tucker,  Wdler,  Woniworth,  and  Worwlward  — 02. 

NAYS— ftfessrs.  Abbott,  Adams,  A-lit!.  Baker.  Uarrincer, 
Dnmarri,  Renrrfsley,  Benton,  Edward  J.  Black,  Brensle, 
Brotllie.ld,  lluliioslon,  Gary.  Carroll.  CntUn,  Caiishi.l^tinr. 
inan,CoIlAiner,  Craitsion,  Dana,  Garrett  f)avis,  Richaid  D, 
Davis.  Deberry,  Dickey,  Dillingham,  Dromyoole,  Dualap, 
Ellis,  Elmer,  Farlee,  Kish,  -Florence,  Foot,  Foster,  Giit- 
din|;s,  Willis  Green,  Byrnm  Grei.'n,Griniielt,  Hale.  Ilnmlm, 
Hnnlin,  ttarper.  Hays,  Hcrrick,  Holiiics.  HuMiell,  Hudson, 
llunscrrord,  Waslnn<;lon  Hunt,  Jamtui  B.  Hunt,  joscfih  R. 
Inceri^oll.  Irvin,  Jenlts,  Perley  B.  Johnson,  Andrtw  Ken- 
nedy.John  P.  Kennedy,  Daniel  P.  Kiop.  Kirkpntrick.Lyon, 
McCnnsIen,  Mo(--'lellanfl.  Mcllvaine,  Marsh,  Joseph  Morris, 
Morse,  Moseley,  Newton,  Pnaiienter,  Patterson,  Peymn, 
Elisha  It.  Potter,  Emery  D.  Potter,  Preston,  I'urdy,  Ilainsey, 
Rathhnn,  Itayner, Charles  M.  Kced,Ritrer,  Rohliison.Koett- 
well,Ro]5ers,Bnniple,  Schenek.Senler.  Severance ,TlH»mas 
II.  Seymour,  David  L.  SeyUKiur,  Siiwitis,  Altiert  Smtth, 
John  T.  Smith,  Tlioniiu  tJiuiUi,  (Jaleb  B,  Srailb,  Stetson, 
Andrew  Stewart,  Joliii  Stewart,  Suinnicrs.  Sykes,  TiU'n, 
Tyler,  Vance,  Vantnetcr,  Vinton,  Welhered,  Whealon, 
tVhite,  Williams,  Wtnthrop,  William  Wright,  Josepb  A. 
Wriglit,  and  Vnal— 1 13. 

So  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  nega- 
tived . 

Mr.  BLACK  inquired  if  it  was  in  order  to 
move  to  amend  the  report  of  Ihe  committee? 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  requested  Ihc  genileman 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  SchenckI  to  withdraw  his  de- 
mand for  the  previous  question,  to  enable  hint  to 
oflTer  an  amendment  to  the  amendment  now  pend- 
ing, by  substituting  the  following: 

That  the  rules  of  the  last  Congress  shall  be  adopted  by 
this  Hmise,  except  the  3lst;and  that  all  petiUons  in  r^lalloti 
to  the  abolitiou  of  slavery  in  the  Dislrtet  nf  Cotumbis  and 
Ibe  Territories,  sliall  be  'received  and  laid  upou  the  table 
without  debate. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  said  he  could  noi  think  for  a 
moment  of  withdrawing  his  demand  for  the  pre- 
vious question  for  the  purpose  of  admiuing  any 
such  amendment  as  that  proposed  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee. 

Mr.  LEWIS  said  he  desired  to  speak  upon 
that  proposition. 

Mr.  COBB  inquired  what  would  be  the  effect 
of  susialnins  the  previous  question? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  ihe  effect  would 
be  to  bring  the  House  to  a  vote,  first  upon  the 
amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, and  then  upon  the  adoption  of  the  report. 

Upon  seconding  the  demand  for  the  previons 
question,  tellers  were  demanded  and  ordered;  and 
IMessrs.HAnALSONandGRiNNELL  were  appointed; 
and  having  counted  the  voles,  they  reported  69 
in  Ihe  uffirmniive,  niid  90  in  the  negative. 

So  the  demand  for  the  previous  question  was 
not  seconded. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  motion  to  post- 
pone the  further  cunsideraliun  of  the  suljecl  until 
Tuesday  next, 

Mr.  HUNT  denfhnded  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  WHITE  rose  to  a  point  of  onler.  The 
House  had,  by  a  solemn  vote, suspended  the  rules 
for  the  purpose  of  proceeding  to  determine  ibis 
question;  and  now  it  was  proposed,  by  the  vote 
of  a  bare  majority,  to  postpone  its  consideration. 
He  desired  to  know  whether,  in  the  opinion  of 
Ihe  Chair,  a  bare  majority  was  sufficient  to  post- 
pone a  subject  which  two  thirds  had  determined 
should  be  considered  ? 

Being  answered  in  the  affirmative, 

Mr.  W  H ITE  observed  that  he  would  not  lake 
an  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  for  he 
knew  vpry  well  it  would  be  sustained;  bnt  he 
could  assure  the  Speaker  that  he  would  find  no 
precedent  for  such  a  decision. 

The  SPEAKER  said  he  would  promise  the 
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frenlleman  to  produce  an  authority  for  his  dect- 
8ion. 

The  yeas  and  nays  bein;  then  taken,  resulted — 
yens  88,  nays  102;  as  follows: 

VRAS— Menm.  Atkiniinn,  BHwr,  Bidlnck,  Ednard  J- 
Bliirk,  Jmurn  Ulack,  James  A'.  HIark,  BInt'kwell,  Biwsier, 
llAWer,  Itowlin,  Boyd,  Anmn  V.  Brown.  William  J.  Brown, 
Burke,  Uurl,  Ciildwt'll,  CamptiL-ll,  LCeutif  il  Clmpman,  Au- 
guttu«  A-  Cliapmaii.Clmppull,  Clinloti.  t;nltb,  (*t>IC8,  Colta- 
iner,  Crfl**,  D;uia,  nnnicl,  John  W.  Uavix,  Onnn,  Dnim- 
ipmle,  Dunt-an,  Farlci.%  Fickliii,  Po»!«r,  French,  Byram 
Greea.  (iauilin,  HaiiimoU.  Uantliu>n.  Hays,  Henl«y,  Her- 
rit'k,  IJoluivtf,  IJopkili#,  lloui«lon,  Mnbard,  lljibbt'll,  Jaiuos 
fi.  Hum,  Cave  JiihitKon.  Ueorge  W.  Jiiiies,  Aiiilrew  Kcli- 
iirdy.  PrevioD  Kinc,  Kirkpntrick,  Lnbrnnclip,  Lewis,  Lu- 
cas, Ltinipkiii,  McCtcrnniid,  McCniinvll,  McKay,  Matliews, 
•  Jo«eph  Mitrru<,  Murpliy,  O.ven,  Payii«,  Enivry  1).  Poltrr, 
David  S.  Hmd,  Beiliiis,  llplfc,  Riiur,  St.  John,  Sauiidnrf,  : 
Siinnns,  BiiH|tewm,  SfidHll.  John  T.  8niith,  Thomas  Sniilh,  . 
Biwnrtid,  Btiles,  Slonn,  Strong,  Sykrs.  Taylor,  Thonipsou,  ! 
TiMmifs,  Tucker,  Wiiiiwonh,  and  William*— 88. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Aliboit,  Adanjs.  Baker,  I>arriit9i>r,  Bar- 
nard, BcHrd«ley,  Benton.  Ilrengic,  Jacob  BrinkcrhotT.  nrod    [ 
liead,  Milton    Bnnvn,   BulTliiKion,  Cary,  Ctrroli,  Calliii, 
4'an«in,C'lincman,  Crani«ton.Cnllom,Gnrrelt  Davis*.  Richard 
D.  Davis.  Delierry,  D<?l)et,  Dickey,  Dickinson.  DilltnKliaio, 
Dnnlap.  Ellis, Elmer,  Flslt,  FIon:iice,  Fool,Uiddin^s,  Willis 
Green,  Grtnnell,  Gruler,  Uardin,  Harper,  Hofc,  Hudson, 
Hughes,  HuoRerford,  W«;«liingtoM  Hunt,  Joseph  R.  liigef. 
soil,  Irvtn,  Jeoks,  Porley  B.  Johnson,  Andrew  JohtiMin, 
John  P.  Kennedy,  Daniel  P.  Kinir,  Lyon.  McCau^len,  Mc- 
Clelland, Mclllvaine,   Marsh,  Morse,  Moseley,  Nnwlon,  j 
Korris,   I'armeiiter,  Patterson,   Peyton,   Eli-hn  U.  Potter,  ; 
Pratt,  Preiitoii,  Pnnty,  Raiti^y,  Raihbun,  llaynor,  Charles  , 
M.  Reed,  Ithelt,  Koltinson,  Rockwell,  Koiters,  Kilssett,  :^am-  i 
pie,  achciick,  Senter,  l^everance,  Thunias  H.  Seymour,  , 
David  L.  Seymour,  Allwrt  Siiiiib, Caleb  B.  Smith,  Stephens,  ' 
BtetsoB,  Jolin   Stewart,  Summers,  Th<mm<soii.    Tilden,  I 
Tyler,    Vance,    Vaninetcr,    Vinton,    Wi'llrr,    Wctlierefl,  i 
Whenton,  Wiitte,  WuiUirup,  William  VVriglit,  Josepli  A. 
Wriilit,  and  VnsI— 1U3. 

The  motion  to  fmstpone  bein^  negatived, 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  inquired  if  his  amendmept 
would  now  be  in  order? 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that  it  would  be  in 
erder. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  rose  to  a  ouestion  of  order. 
The  House  had  already  adnpica  the  rules  of  the 
last  Congress,  and  he  thought,  therefore,  it  would 
not  be  in  order  to  readopt  tiiem. 

The  SPEAKER  remarked  that  be  did  not  un> 
derstnnd  this  proposition  precisely  in  the  light  of 
the  adoption  of  the  rules  of  the  last  House,  be> 
cause  it  was  proposed  to  make  a  modiScalion. 

The  rules  havine  been  read  through, 

Mr.  HARALSON  observed  that  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  embraced 
very  many  subjects;  and  the  proposition  of  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.C.  Johksoh]  was 
10  amend  that  amendment. 

The  SPEAKER  observed  that  tlie  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  was  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  HARALSON  (with  the  permission  of  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee)  barely  wished  to  re- 
mark that  it  was  evident  ihey  could  not  under- 
Bland  the  matter  before  them  from  merely  hear- 
ing tbe  amendment  read  at  the  Clerk's  table;  and 
he  therefore  moved  that  the  House  adjourn,  with 
the  view  of  giving  every  member  an  opportunity 
of  knowing  what  he  was  about  to  vote  on. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  requested  the  gentleman 
from  Oeorgia  to  withdraw  his  motion,  to  allow 
him  to  move  for  the  printing  of  the  amendment; 
which  request  being  complied  with, Mr.  D.movcd 
that  tbe  amendment  be  printed. 

The  SPEAKER  having  put  the  question  to  the 
House, 

Mr.  BARNARD  inquired  if  tbe  motion  was 
io  order.' 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  motion  to  print  alone 
was  not  strictly  in  order,  while  there  was  another 
motion  pending.  It  could  only  be  entertained  by 
general  consent. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  observed  that  the  motion 
was  received,  and  not  objected  to,  and  the  ques- 
tion was  put  by  the  Chair.  He  thought  it  too 
late  for  tbe  gentleman  from  New  York  to  raise 
the  question  of  order. 

Mr.  ADAMS  (after  some  remarks  which  were 
wholly  inaudible  to  the  reporter)  observed  that 
there  was,  independent  of  the  report  of  the  major- 
ity of  the  committee,  a  report  of  the  minority 
also,  which  contained  a  great  number  of  rules, 
as  an  amendment,  as  he  supposed,  to  the  major- 
ity report,  and  concluding  with  two  or  three  reso- 
tions,  one  of  which  provided  that  a  certain  por- 
tion of  the  members  of  the  House,  reptesenting 
certain  States  of  the  Union,  and  a  certain  section 
of  the  country,  should  have  ft  convention,  agree- 
ment, or  treaty  amon^  themselves,  which  was  to 
be  followed  by  an  ultimate  convention  of  all  the 


States  of  the  Union,  for  the  purpose  of  amending 
the  Constitution. 

Hero  what  followed  in  Mr.  A.'s  remarks  was 
inaudible  to  the  reporter,  till  he  made  an  allusion 
to  Mr.  Wise,  and  spoke  of  him  |is  the  Achilles 
who  was  to  show  Hector  that  Achilles  was 
Achilles  still.  This  gentleman  (Mr.  A.  said) 
was  now  going  to  Brazil,  to  join  with  the  British 
Minister  there  in  a  remonstrance  against  the  slave 
trade,  and  to  induce  that  Government  to  close 
forever  the  market  of  Brazil  against  the  importa- 
tion of  slaves,  unless  imported  from  Virginia. 
He  wished  to  know,  if  the  report  of  the  msjorily 
were  set  aside,  whether  the  report  of  the  minor- 
ity of  the  committee  would  take  its  place  ?  He 
spoke  at  some  length,  but  he  was  not  distinctly 
heard. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  replied,  and  in  the  course 
of  his  remarks,  said  the  gentleman  from  Mnssa- 
chusetts,  himself  the  author  of  a  code  of  rules, 
must  know  that  the  report  of  the  minority  could 
not  take  the  place  of  the  report  of  the  majority; 
for  the  minority  of  a  committee  would  report 
nothing  for  the  action  of  the  House.  Tlie  mi- 
nority could  only  state  its  views,  and  the  grounds 
on  which  it  dissented  from  the  mnjority.  The 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  need  not  disturb 
his  quiet  on  that  account.  But  the  motion  now 
was  to  print;  and  he  could  not  conceive  on  what 
ground  any  gentleman  could  found  an  objection 
to  such  a  motion.  Was  it  desired  to  suppress 
information,  and  on  thatground  to  obtain  the  few 
votes  of  gentlemen  who,  not  having  read  the 
amendment,  might  not  feel  disposed  to  sustain  it, 
without  first  understanding  it?  They  had  been 
told  that  it  was  desired  that  there  should  be  a  (kir, 
direct  vote  on  this  subject;  but  to  this  end  it  was 
necessary  that  the  amendment  should  be  pre- 
sented, thatgentlemen  might  examine  it,  and  com- 
pare it  with  the  report  of  the  minority,  and  the 
existing  rules.  He  hoped  that  all  opposition  to 
tbe  motion  lo  print  would  be  withdrawn. 

Mr.C.  JOHNSON  thought  there  had  been  talk 
enough  on  this  subject;  and  therefore  he  moved 
the  previous  question. 

Mr.  CHAPMAN  desired  to  say  a  few  words, 
in  consequence  of  some  allusion  which  had  been 
made  to  him  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts; and,  therefore,  he  requested  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  to  withdraw,  for  a  few  minaies, 
the  motion  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.C.  JOHNSON  a.tsented,  on  condition  that 
the  gentleman  from  Alabama  would  renew  it. 

Mr.  CHAPMAN,  then,  as  one  of  the  minority 
of  the  committee  whose  report  was  before  the 
House,  made  some  remarks  in  reference  to  an 
attack  made  on  the  minority  of  tbe  committee  by 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Adams,] 
and  then  renewed  the  motion  for  tbe  previous 
question. 

The  SPEAKER  put  tbe  question  on  that  mo- 
tion; and  there  was  a  second — 86  voting  in  tbe 
affirmative,  and  65  in  the  negative. 

The  motion  lo  print  was  also  agreed  to;  and 
tbe  House  adjourned. 

The  following  petitions,  presented  to-day,  were  handed 
to  tbe  reporters  by  Uie  raemtMra  prasenting  them  : 

By  Mr.  BOSSlIiK :  The  pctiUoii  of  Thomas  H.  Lewia 
and  Tony  eight  otiters,  citizens  and  n)emliirrs  of  the  bar, 
praying  Congress  to  pass  a  taw  increasing  the  salary  of  the 
marshal  of  the  westeni  district  of  Uifl  Stale  of  Louisiana; 
which  was  referred  to  tfie  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  (;.\[4D  WELL  withdrew  from  the  files  and  preseatcd 
the  peiitinu  and  pa|H.-rs  of  Cuhinel  Moses  Wright,  of  Wayne 
county,  Kentucky ;  wlilcb  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Invalid  Pensions. 

By  Mr.  WENT  WORTH :  A  petition  for  a  anil  mute  from 
Chicago,  via  Monroe.  Elk  Grove,  WickliflTe,  Miller*s  Grove, 
Comtsliville,  Crystaiville,  Hnrtlnnd,  Wedgcwood,  Wal- 
worth, Darien,  and  Fairfield ,  to  Jonesville,  Wisconsin ; 
which  was  referred  to  Uie  Conmlttee  oa  the  PoatOIHce' 
and  Post  Roads. 

AJso,  for  a  route  from  Ottawa,  via  Monroe,  Elk  Grove, 
WicklilTk,  Miller's  Grove,  Comishville,  Crystaiville,  Hart- 
land,  Wedtewood,  Walworth,  Darien,  snd  Fairfield,  to 
Jonesville.  Wiscoosin. 

By  Mr.  HUBARD :  The  petition  of  F.  Johnson,  the  beir 
of  Drury  Holland,  for  arrears  of  peasiou  ;  which  waa  ap 
proprlately  referred. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Willlsm  Hsckwnnb,  fbr  booat/ 
lands ;  which  was  referred  to  Uie  proper  commillee. 

By  Mr.  T.  SMITH  :  The  petition  of  Amo*  Lone  and  ooe 
hundred  and  fifty  others,  citizens  of  the  city  of  Lawrence- 
burg,  Indiana,  representing  the  propriety  of  removing  U)e 
surveyor  general's  office  from  the  city  of  CincinfwU  in  tbe 
city  of  Lawrenceburg,  on  tlie  score  of  economy.  They 
represent  the  latter  place  as  being  of  ea^y  access,  (being  on 
the  Ohio  river,)  and  rents,  fuel,  and  living  cheaper  in  tbe 
latter  than  Uie  former.  They  also  remonsinile  against  the 
removal  of  aaid  uUice  to  ibe  Sisio  of  Michigau,  aa  being 


unjast  nnd  inconvenieni  tn  the  peonlenf  the  States  of  Ohio 
and  Indiana.  The  population  of  Oiiio  and  Indiana  is  two 
inillioii  two  hundred  and  two  thousand  sevefi  hnmlrrd  ami 
eighty  one,  and  the  population  of  Michli^n  is  only  two 
hundred  and  eJcven  thou^'and  seven  hmidred  and  five. 
Tiiey  think.  IVom  the  population  and  the  interest  of  the 
people  of  Ohio  and  Indiana,  that  they  are  entitled  to  tlie 
office ;  and  praying,  if  a  removal  is  made,  (for  the  reasons 
given,  and  others  apparent.)  that  it  aboutd  be  removed  lo 
the  ciry  of  Lawrenceburg,  Indiana. 

I)y  Mr.  FICKLLN  :  The  memorial  and  proceedings  of  a 
public  meeting  held  in  tbe  town  of  Marshall,  on  the  lOth 
of  February,  18'14,  relative  to  the  construction  of  the  Cum- 
berland road ;  which  wore  referred  to  ttaeCommiuee  of  lbs 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

By  Mr.  DUNLAP:  The  memorial  ofeirtxeiw  of  Pott- 
land,  Maine,  for  a  marine  hospiul  at  that  place ;  wtUdl 
waa  referred  to  Ibe  Committee  on  Naval  Ailiilr*. 


IN  SENATE. 


MoHOAT,  February  36,  1844. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  two  memorials  from 
citizens  of  Oiiondago  county.  New  York, asking 
Congress  to  make  a  grant  of  land  for  improving 
the  Wisconsin  and  Fox  rivers,  and  to  connect  the 
same  by  a  canal,  so  as  to  Connect,  by  navigable 
communication,  the  upper  Mississippi  and  the 
northern  lakes;  which  was  laid  on  the  table — a 
bill  for  the  purpose  being  now  before  the  Senate. 

Also,  a  petition  from  Prime,  Ward  &.  King, 
praying  that  Congress  will  indemnify  them  for 
two  Treasury  notes,  which  they  received  in  the 
course  of  their  business,  which  were  of  those 
stolen  at  New  Orleans;  which  was  referred  to  tbe 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  BARROW  presented  a  petition  from  Mil- 
likan.  Ford,  and  others,  of  Louisiana,  praying 
Congress  to  pass  a  law  authorizing  them  to  enter 
back  lands;  which  was  referred  to  tbe  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  documents  in 
support  of  the  claim  of  the  representatives  of  Dr. 
John  Houston;  which  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  UPHAM  presented  a  memorial  from  Eb- 
enezer  Swan,  in  support  of  his  claim  for  a  peD" 
sion;  which,  with  the  adverse  report  heretofore 
made  on  the  subject,  waa  referred  to  tbe  Commit- 
tee on  Pensions.    ' 

Mr.  SEVIER  presented  a  petition  from  John 
Dilliard,  relative  to  his  claim  under  a  contract  for 
supplying  provisions  to  the  Indians;  whicli  waa 
referred  lo  the  Commillee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  CHOATE  presented  a  petition  from  Wil- 
liam H.  Freeman,  asking  that  the  Senate  will 
make  a  call  for  the  proceedings  of  the  court-mar- 
tial in  his  case,  and  that  the  sentence  against  him 
may  be  annulled;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs. 

REPORTS  PROM  COMHITTEBS.  ■ 

Mr.  JARNAGIN,  from  the  Committee  on  Rev- 
olutionary Claims,  made  an  adverse  report  in  the 
case  of  the  administrators  of  William  Grayson, 
for  commutation  pay. 

Also,  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  the 
widow  of  Albert  Pawling;  which  was  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table,  and  be  printed, 

Mr.  HENDERSON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the 
petition  of  the  widow  of  Elijah  J.  Weei^foran 
additioqal  amount  of  pension;  which  was  ordered 
to  be  printed. ' 

Mr.  CHOATE,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Library,  reported  a  joint  resolution  to  authorize 
the  transmission  of  presenu  of  books  to  tlie  Min- 
ister of  Justice  of  France,  in  exchange  for  books 
from  him;  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  a  sec- 
ond reading,  and  the  report  accompanying  it  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  BAYARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  back,  with  an  amendment,  tbe 
bill  to  establish  an  armory  or  deck-yard  at  or 
near  Memphis,  in  the  State  of  Tennessee. 
NOTICES  OF  BILLS. 

Mr.  BARROW  gave  notice  that,  to-morrow, 
he  would  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  amend 
the  act  entitled  "An  act  in  relation  to  lands  sold  in 
the  Greensburg  law  (St.  Helena)  land  diatrict, 
and  authorizing  the  return  of  money  to  individ- 
uals who  purcnased  land  there,  for  whieb  they 
had  received  no  patents,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  BAGBY  gave  notice  that  he  would  ask 
leave,  to-morrow,  to  introduee  a  bill  concerning 
the  five  per  cent,  fund  of  tbe  Slates  of  Alabama 
and  Mississippi. 
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POX  AND  WISCONSIN  RIVERS. 

The  bill  to  grant  a  certain  quantity  of  land  to 
aid  in  the  improrement  of  Fox  and  Wisconsin 
rivers,  and  to  connect  tlie  same  by  a  canal,  in  the 
Territory  of  Wisconsin,  came  up  in  order  on  the 
question  of  engrossment;  bat. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HAYWOOD,  was  post- 
poned till  Wednesday  morning,  to  enable  him  to 
get  certain  information  having  a  bearing  upon 
Ae  bill. 

SALART  or  JUDGES. 

Tha  hill  to  increase  the  salary  of  the  judges  of 
the  district  court  of  the  United  States  for  the 
western  district  of  Virginia,  was  read  the  second 
time. 

BONDS  OF  SAMl/EI.  8WARTW0UT. 

The  bill  to  aulhoriie  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  make  an  arrangement  or  compromise 
with  any  of  the  sureties  on  the  bonds  given  to 
the  United  Stales  by  Samuel  Swartwout,  late  col- 
lector of  the  customs  in  the  port  of  New  York, 
was  taken  up  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

JUDGE  OP  CIRCUIT  COURT. 

The  bill  rcquirinij  one  of  the  judges  of  the  cir- 
cuit court  fur  l^e  District  of  Columbia  to  reside 
hereafter  at  Alexandria,  was  taken  up  and  con- 
sidered as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  reported 
to  the  Senate,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

OGORGBTOWN  COLLEGE. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  the  Georgetown  Col- 
lege, in  the  District  of  Columbia,  was  taken  up 
and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
reported  to  the  Senate,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

INFRACTION  OP  REVENUE  LAWS. 

The  bill  to  direct  the  disposition  of  certain  nn- 
claimed  goods,  Wares,  or  merchandise,  seized  as 
being  ilkgally  imported  into  the  United  Suites, 
was  taken  up  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  inquired  what  committee 
the  bill  *"ts  reported  from? 

Mr.  BERRIEN  said  it  was  reported  from  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  in  consequence  of  a 
suggestion  made  in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury.  It  was  to  provide  for  the  dispo- 
sition of  small  parcels  of  goods  seized  in  conse- 
quence o(  the  infraction  of  the  revenue  laws; 
which,  ntMler  the  present  law,  cost  the  United 
States  more  than  the  value  of  the  goods  them- 
selves. The  object  of  the  bill  was  to  provide  for 
the  sale  of  parcels  of  goods  of  and  under  the 
value  of  ^100,  after  such  notice  was  given  as  was 
proper  to  enable  persons  to  come  forward  and 
claim  them. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  did  not  make  the  inquiry 
wiih  any  view  of  opposing  the  bill.  He  would 
merely  suggest  to  the  chairman,  whe^er  the  bill 
ought  not  to  be  taken  cognizance  of  also  by  the 
Finance  Committee?  He  threw  nut  the  sugges- 
tion, but  would  not  move  such  a  reference. 

The  kill  was,  however,  reported  to  the  Senate, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  fur  a  third  reading. 

NAVAL  CONTRACTORS. 

The  bill  to  afford  relief  to  certain  contractors 
with  the  Government — that  is,  extend  to  them 
the  time  for  fulfilling  the  contracts  for  casting 
Cannons  and  bails,  &c. — was  taken  upas  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HAYWOOD,  a  blank  in 
the  bill  was  filled  up  with  twelve  months;  thus 
extending  the  contracts  that  length  of  time. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  BAYARD  proposed  an  amendment  to  the 
second  and  third  sections,  exempting  from  the 
operation  of  these  sections  all  contracts  made  or 
to  be  made  forsurtplying  cannon  and  balls. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  remarked  tltal  ilie  bill  was 
reported  from  tke  CosMaitlee  on  Naval  Affairs, 
on  the  auggesiien  of  the  SecreUry  of  tiie  Navy. 
According  to  the  coBsimction  given  to  the  act  of 
Congress  remodeling  the  Navy  Departnsent,  the 
Secretary  has  no  discretion  to  grant  an  extension 
of  lime  on  contracts,  as  was  the  former  usage. 
There  were  a  number  of  petitions  presented  to  the 
committee  praying  for  an  extension  of  contracts. 
The  commillee  directed  him  to  report  a  general 


bill  providing  for  all  cases.  He  suggested  to  the 
Senator  from  Delaware  that  it  would  be  better  to 
let  the  bill  lie  over  till  ^-morrow,  and  prepare  a 
new  section,«mbracing  the  principle  he  wished 
to  embody  in  this  bill — ihat  is,  of  granting  exten- 
sion of  contracts,  notwithstanding  there  may  be 
persons  ready  to  enter  into  new  contracts  to  fur- 
nish the  same  articles  at  a  rate  seventy-five  per 
cent,  lower  than  thev  were  furnished  bv  the  con- 
tracts proposed  to  be  extended.  If  ine  Senate 
was  willing  to  extend  these  eontracls  without 
modification,  and  to  pay  seventy-five  percent.for 
the  favor  of  granting  the  extension,  he  would 
have  to  remain  satisfied. 

Mr.  BAYARD  said  that  bis  amendment  hod 
not  reference  to  any  particular  contract  which  had 
been  made  by  the  Government.  The  Senator 
from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Hatwooo]  was  right 
in  saying  that  obligations  having  been  made  on  < 
behalf  of  particular  companies  to  contract  to  fur- 
nish cannon  and  ball,  the  committee  who  had  the 
bill  under  consideration  preferred,  in  consequence 
of  a  recommendation  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  reporting  a  general  bill,  with  the  limita- 
tions and  guards  contained  in  the  second  and  third 
sections;  because  it  was  not  supposed  that  there 
would  be  any  propriety  in  withholding  an  exten- 
sion of  these  contracts,  even  if  the  Government 
would,  in  point  of  fact,  be  able  to  have  the  work 
done  at  a  cheaper  rate  now  than  when  the  ori- 
ginal contracts  were  made. 

The  biU,as  reported,  was  every  just  and  prop- 
er one;  but  it  did  not  make  that  particular  appli- 
cation to  the  case  which  he  desired  it  should. 
The  making  of  cannon  was  one  of  the  most  im- 
iwrtant  and  difficult  uporations  in  the  fabrication 
of  implements  of  war.  It  was  a  very  expensive 
business,  and  required  to  be  coiHlucled  with  great 
caution  and  skill;  and  therefore  nothing  on  earth 
could  be  worse  policy  in  theXxovernment  than  to 
let  out  contracts  to  the  lowest  bidder.  So  par- 
ticular were  the  European  Powers  in  regard  to 
this  matter,  that  in  the  contracts  which  they  en- 
tered into  for  the  making  of  cannon,  they  always 
sent  an  officer  of  standing  and  experience,  whose 
duty  it  was  to  watch  every  stage  in  the  business, 
from  the  beginning  to  the  end;  and  for  the  reason 
that  the  character  of  the  cannon  depended  more 
on  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  material  of  which 
it  was  fabricated  than  upon  any  proof  it  could 
afterwards  be  subjected  to.  The  test  to  which  it 
was  applied  in  proving  it,  mightdeatroy  the  value 
of  the  weapon;  and  every  proof  certainly  lessened 
its  value,  till  an  ounce  of  powder  would  cause  it 
to  explode.  Nothing  could  be  told  by  mere  proof. 
The  conclusion  to  which  scientific  men  in  Europe 
had  come,  was,  that  the  great  security  consisted 
in  a  knowledge  of  the  material  of  which  the  can- 
non was  made;  that  it  should  be  uniform,  and  of 
good  quality;  and  thus,  being  assured  of  the  ex- 
oelleiioe  of  the  material,  the  subjection  of  every 
weapon  to  proof  would  not  be  necessary,  after 
the  first  had  been  tried.  For  this  reason,  nothing 
would  be  more  unwise  tlian  this  poliey  of  letting 
out  contracts  for  the  fabrication  of  cannon  to  the 
lowest  bidder.  The  necossity  for  the  amendment 
had  grown  out  of  the  act  of  the  last  session, 
which  required  that  all  contracts  should  be  let 
out  to  the  lowest  bidder.  The  Department,  in 
makiAg  its  estimate  for  the  last  year,  bad  adopted 
a  uniform  price  for  cannons;  for,  from  long  ex- 
perience, they  knew  at  what  ^rice  the  manufac- 
ture could  Lie  safely  conducted  to  insure  good 
cannon;  end  he  found,  upon  turning  to  the  report 
which  came  from  the  bureau,  this  year,  that  the 
estimated  price  of  cannons  was  the  very  price 
which  was  to  be  given  to  (he  contractor  whose 
memorial  was  before  the  Senate  and  the  commit- 
tee when  the  act  passed. 

Some  years  ago,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Poin- 
sett, who,  at  tbat  time,  presided  over  the  War 
Department,  a  commission  was  appointed  for  the 
purpose  of  visiting  Europe,  with  a  view  to  ascer- 
tain the  manner  in  which  cannon  were  fabricated 
for  the  use  of  the  different  Governments.  They 
visited  all  the  establisliments  of  the  kind  in  Swe- 
den, France,  England,  and  Austria;  and  upon 
their  ivturn,  having  thoroughly  examined  every 
mode,  they  made  a  very  able  and  elaborate  report 
to  the  Department,  which  was  subsequently  in- 
troduced to  the  notice  of  the  Senate,  he  believed, 
on  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Missouri, 
[Mr.  BcNTON.I  Upon  turning  to  page  48  of  this 
report,  it  woultl  be  found  that  the  suggestion  which 


he  (Mr.  B.)  had  made,  was  distinctly  staled,  as 
the  result  of  their  observation. 
.    Here  Mr.  B.  read  an  extract  from  the  report, 
showing  that,  from  the  observation  of  the  com- 
mission, a  knowledge  of  the  material  of  which 
cannons  were  manufactured,  was  of  more  im- 
portance than  any  proof  to  which  they  could  af- 
terwards be  subjected.    This  was  the  conelosion 
to  which  they  had  come.     It  would  be  seen  thai 
in  most  of  the  countries  of  Europe,  except  Eng- 
laiul,  the  cannons  were  manufactured  in  natiooal 
founderies;'but  in  England,  where  contracts  were 
made  with  private  eBlablishroents,  officers  were 
invari.ibly  appointed  by  the  Government  to  ex- 
amine and  oversee  the  choice  of  the  material,  and* 
to  superintend  the  progress  of  the  work.    The 
bill  which  was  introduced  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  bad  more  especially  reference  to  sap. 
pHes  of  provision  and  clothing;  and  it  was  not 
thought,  in  that  overwhelming  species  of  legisla- 
tion for  retrenchment  and  reform,  to  exclude  that 
particular  portion  which  related  to  contracts  for 
cannon.    The  Secretarv  of  the  Navy  said,  that 
inasmuch  as  Cnnjjrcss  nad  passed  a  general  lav 
of  that  kind,  excluding  all  contracts,  it  was  not 
competent  for  him  to  continue  any  particular  con- 
tract. The  committee,  under  these  circumstances, 
and  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Secretary,  reported 
this  bill,  with  on  additional  provision.  Thev  said, 
in  this  provision,  tbat  contracia  should  be  ex- 
tended, except  where  the  articles  cnold  be  had  at 
a  cheaper  rate  than  was  provided  for  in  the  con- 
tracts proposed  to  be  extended.    There  had  been 
but  one  contract  made  by  the  Government, as  bs 
understood  the  case;  and  by  that,  the  cannons 
were  to  be  furnished  at  what  be  considered  a  very 
reduced  rate;  but  he  had  been  told  that  theprice 
was  sufiieiently  high  to  insure  the  best  material 
and  workmanship;  and  upim  turning  to  the  re- 
port which  .was  made  by  the  bureau,  he  found 
that  in  estimating  the  number  of  cannons,  they 
estimated  these  at  the  very  price  whicli  bad  al- 
ways been  given.    This  estimate  wtu  founded 
upon  a  knowledge  of  the  subject,  and  the  com- 
mittee deemed  that  it  would  be  sufficient  to  insars 
a  faithful  iulfillment  of  the  contract,  under  the 
limitations  which  he  had  submitted  to  the  consid- 
eration of  the  Senate.     The  object  was  simply  to 
examine  into,  and  find   by   what  contractors  it 
would  be  most  likely  the  work  would  be  done  in 
the  best  manner,  and  not  alone  in  the  cheapest. 
It  did  not  seem,  however,  to  him,  that  it  was 
stall  necessary  to  change  the  present  contract,  by 
taking  it  from  the  company  in  Richmond,  Vir- 
ginia, and  transferring  it  to  another.    That  <!Dm- 
pany  had  contracted  for  one  hundred  guns.  They 
had  supplied  sixty  of  them.     A  letter  which  he 
held  in  his  hand,  addressed  to  Commodore Cian^, 
threw  some  light  upon  this  subject,  and  he  wooM 
read  it.     [Here  Mr.  B.  read  the  letter  referred  to.) 
It  would  be  seen  that,  in  making  a  contract  ol 
this  kind,  it  was  not  all  iron  which  was  fit  lor 
the  purpose.     It  required  a  particular  deseripiion 
of  iron.     The  best  in  Europe  for  that  purpose, 
was  the  Swedish  iron.    The  board  of  eommis. 
sioners,  who  had  visited  Europe,  reported  ihstil 
bad  been  proved  by  experiments,  tbat  its  strength 
was  most  remarkable.  Their  great  object  was  to 
ascertain  the  quality  of  that  iron,  which  they  suc- 
ceeded in  doing.  It  was  found  that  the  iron  furn- 
ished by  the  company  in  Richmond,  approaclied 
very  nearly,  iu  its  peculiar  propeities,  to  the  ma- 
terial of  which  the  Swedish  nine-pound  trial  gnns 
were  made,  and  which  excited  so  much  surprise 
in  consequence  of  their  great  strength.     From  a 
report,  which  he  held  in  his  hand,  it  oppeared 
the  guns  already  furnished  to  this  Government 
by  the  company,  were  highly  satisfactory.    Tlie 
reason  why  the  contract  had  not  been  fulfilled 
before  the  passage  of  the  act  which  confined  all 
contracts   to  the  lowest  bidder,  was,  that  tlieir 
furnace  got  out  of  order;  elberwise  they  would 
have  fulfilled  their  contract.    Finding,  however, 
that  the  guns  which  they  made  after  tins  were  not 
of  the  same  quality  as  thoae  made  before,  they 
sounded  the  work,  for  the  purpose  o(  repairing 
iheir  furnace.     They  would  now  be  ready  to  go 
on  and  fulfill  their  comroct  in  a  few  months;  and 
the  only  question  was,  whether  this  company 
should  be  permitted  to  ftirnisb  guns,  and  renew 
their  contract,  or  whether  the  contract  should  be 
given  to  some  other  company  f    Past  experience 
luid  shown  that  the  cheapest  cannon  were  not  lbs 
best.  °  It  bod  also  obown  how  accessary  it  vM 
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to  haveinatrumcntnorwar  which  could  be  depend- 
ed upon.  The  bursting  of  a  cannon  had  been 
attended  with  disasters  too  appalling  to  be  forgot- 
ten. He  rer«Uccted  one  case — on  board  the  Es- 
sex, he  bulieved.  A  gua  which  had  been  run 
out  at  the  stern,  with  a  view  to  protect  that  pan 
of  thi  vessel,  burst,  and  killed  sixteen  men.  The 
consequences  of  sach  disasters  were  deplorable. 
It  was  not  merely  the  loss  of  life  which  was  to 
be  considered,  but  the  dispiriting  efTeeta  and  the 
dread  which  such  accidents  produced  upon  the 
minds  of  men  having  not  only  to  contend  against 
the  guns  of  their  enemy,  but  to  run  the  risk  of 
being  killed  by  those  with  which  they  hoped  to 
■  defend  themselves.  Mr.  B.  here  referrred  to  an- 
other case,  which  be  read  at  some  length. 

All  this  went  to  show  how  important  it  was 
that  not  only  the  guns  should  be  of  a  proper  ma- 
terial, but  that  the  balls  should  niso  be  of  a  proper 
mati-rial;  for,  in  cither  case,  if  there  was  a  defi- 
ciency, the  consequence  would  still  be  the  same. 
In  the  statement  to  which  he  had  just  referred, 
the  ball  itself  being  imperfect,  it  became  wedged 
in  the  muzzle  of  the  gun;  and  the  result  was,  the 
gun  exploded.  Itwas,  therefore, qaiteasiinport- 
ant  that  the  balls  should  be  made  of  proper  ma- 
terial as  the  gun  itself.  Upon  a  review  of  the 
whole  subject,  he  had  adverted  to  the  practice 
wliieh  prevailed  in  England  in  regard  to  this 
matter,  and  he  would  now  refer  to  an  authority 
possessing  fall  knowledge  upon  the  subject. 
[Mr.  B.  here  read  an  extract  from  the  report  of 
the  board  of  commissioners.]  This  went  to  show 
the  great  ihiportance  of  a  knowledge  of  the  mate- 
rial. Proof  was  not  to  be  depended  upon,  be- 
cause, eaich  time  a  gun  was  fired,  it  lost  strength; 
and,  eventually,  if  used  too  lung,  it  must  burst. 
Whether  ten  thousand  or  fifty  thousand  were  the 
number  of  its  discharges.  There  was  no  other 
security  than  that  pointed  out  by  the  commission. 
Now  (he  asked)  could  there  be  anything  more 
abxnrd  than  this  policy  of  contracting  for  the 
supply  of  guns  with  the  lowest  bidder?  What 
authority  would  Congress  have  to  send  an  officer 
to  superintend  the  performance  of  a  work  which 
a  contractor  had  pledged  himself  to  do  upon  his 
own  Fcsponsibihiy .'  None  at  all,  if  it  went  upon 
the  principle  that  the  lowest  bidder  should  have 
the  contract.  The  contractor  being  compelled  to 
fulfill  the  contract,  at  a  low  rate — for  he  was  to 
be  paid  at  a  low  rate — would,  of  course,  find  it 
Id  his  interest  to  attend  the  work  himself,  and  not 
submit  to  the  inspection  of  an  officer. 

The  object  of  the  amendment  was  merely  to 
exempt  this  particular  species  of  contract  for  the 
fabrication  of  cannon  and  ball,  from  the  opera- 
tion of  the  second  and  third  sections;  and  to  pro- 
vide that  such  contracts  should  only  be  extended, 
.where  others  could  be  made,  by  which  articles 
of  as  good  a  quality  could  be  obtained  ala  lower 
rate.  The  bill,  without  the  amendment,  would 
be  fafal  to  the  only  kind  of  contract  which  could 
be  depended  upon. 

On  motion,  of  Mr.  SEMFLE — the  morning 
^bour  having  expired — the  bill  was  postponed  till 
'to-morrow. 

THE  OREGON  QUESTION. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Simple,  in  the  fol- 
lowing words: 

RcMoUcH,  That  the  President  of  the  Ualted  States  be  ra- 
qnesled  to  give  untice  to  thn  Urilhli  Govfriinieiit  (hat  it  is 
(lie  iii^«ire  ol'tite  Gi>vernlDvntorthe  United  Suuta  In  niiiiul 
and  abrnfate  the  prnviNionK  of  tlie  third  article  of  tliu  con- 
Teiitimi  concluded  krtwxen  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  of  America  and  his  Britannic  Majesty  the  King  of 
the  United  Kingdom  ofCreui  Britain  and  Ireland  nil  the  aOlh 
October,  1618,  and  induOnitety  continued  between  tlie  same 
panin,  signed  ai  London  the  6lli  August,  1837. 

Mr.  DAYTON  being  entitled  to  the  floor  in 
continuation  of  his  remarks  of  Friday,  addressed 
the  Senate  for  about  an  hour  and  a  quarter.  Be- 
fore he  resumed  his  argument  he  took  occasion 
to  correct  a  misapprehension  relative  to  an  ex- 
preasion  he  had  used  on  Friday,  with  regard  to 
a  principle  of  the  law  of  nations.  He  referred  to 
a  distinction  between  national  rights — some  of 
which  involved  national  existence  or  national 
honor;  others  did  not.  The  first  class  of  national 
rights  were  essential  rights,  that  couhl  not  be 
made  subjects  of  negotiation;  the  other  class^  iu 
which  national  existence  or  natiorfkl  honor  was 
not  vitally  involved,  were  considered  subjects  of 
negotiation.  He  desired  to  put  himself  right  on 
tlua  point  before  bo  proceeiled. 


When  he  closed  his  remarks  on  Friday,  he  was 
speaking  of  the  character  of  the  jurisdiction  ex- 
ercised by  Great  Britain  in  Oregon.  He  had  said 
that  the  sort  of  jurisdiction  she  exercised  there 
was  applicable  to  persons  rather  than  things.  But 
he  had  also  said,  that  in  passing  the  act  authoriz- 
ing this  jurisdiction,  it  was  his  own  conviction 
that  Great  Britain  had  gone  too  far;  for,  accord- 
ing to  the  terms  of  that  act,  the  jurisdiction  could 
be  exercised  over  the  whole  of  the  northwest  ter- 
ritories not  under  the  actual  jurisdiction  of  any 
other  Government.  For  the  purpose  of  illustrat- 
ing this  view,  he  called  the  attentipn  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  the  wording  of  the  act  itself;  the  several 
clauses  of  which  he  read,  making  no  objection  to 
them  till  he  came  to  the  sixth  section,  which  was 
that  obnoxious  to  the  charge  of  assumins  juris- 
diction over  all  the  territory  (Russian  ana  Amer- 
ican, as  well  as  British)  not  actually  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  any  other  State  or  Government. 
His  object  was  to  show  the  loose  manner  in  which 
the  act  was  worded;  for  he  did  not  suppose  the 
British  Government  intended  to  carry  that  juris- 
diction so  far,  nor  was  he  aware  that  tl>ere  was 
any  just  ground  of  complaint  for  any  act  done 
either  to  persons  or  property,  under  that  clause 
of  the  act.  And  although  annther  portion  of  the 
act  might  seem  to  favor  the  idea  that  jurisdiction 
was  intended  over  property  as  connected  with 
lands;  yet  it  must  be  considered  that  there  is  a 
sort  of  property  of  that  kind,  not  claimed  in  fee, 
but  in  temporary  possession;  such,  for  instance, 
as  the  occupation  of  a  plat  of  land  on  which  a 
fisherman  spreads  his  nets  to  dry,  from  which  he 
is  not  to  be  wantonly  dispossessed  while  so  oc- 
cupied; or  such  a  possession  as  a  ship  has  of  its 
anchorage,  though  on  the  common  element  open 
to  other  ships  when  not  preoccupied.  He  had 
read  somewhere  of  a  practice  recognized  among 
the  wandering  tril)e8  of  the  deserts  in  Arabia, 
where,  when  the  camp  of  a  tribe  or  caravan  is 
pitched  for  the  night,  the  flag  of  its  country  is 
raised  at  the  head  of  the  camp,  and  is  respected 
by  all  other  wayfarers.  This,  he  presumed,  was 
the  sort  of  jurisdiction  meant  by  the  act  extend- 
iitg  the  laws  of  Canada  to  the  northwest  terri- 
tory. 

As  to  passing  this  resolution,  (he  asked,)  did 
noilliesame  reasons  exist  now  that  hadexisted  for 
the  last  twenty-five  years  for  letting  the  present 
convention  remain  in  force?  If  Great  Britain, 
under  the  act  of  jurisdiction,  attempts  any  in- 
fringement on  the  convention,  let  us  complain 
first;and,if  not  redressed,  it  will  be  time  enough 
to  adopt  the  resolution.  There  would  then  oe 
some  question  upon  which  we  could  proceed  for 
hol|)ing  Great  Britain  responsible,  either  for  her 
own  acts,  or  those  of  her  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany. He  recollected  reading  of  the  extreme  sen- 
sitiveness of  some  of  the  continental  Powers  of 
Europe,  with  regard  to  the  custom  in  England  of 
calling  its  monarch  King,  Defender  of  ihe  Faith, 
&c.,  of  England,  Ireland,  France,  &c.,  which 
tempted  Napoleon  once  to  say  that  the  King  of 
England  might  fancr  himself  King  of  France,  if 
he  pleased,  but  he  oared  not  set  uiot  on  the  soil 
over  which  he  claimed  jurisdiction.  Now,  what- 
ever might  be  the  interpretation  of  these  objec- 
tionable clauses  in  the  British  act  of  Parliament 
relating  to  the  jurisdiction  to  be  exercised  over 
Oregon,  the  fact  was  that  Ihe  act  had  been  in  ex- 
istence for  twenty  odd  years  without  being  ap- 
plied to  our  injury:  for  be  had  never  heard  that 
any  of  our  citizens  had  been  seized  under  it  and 
carried  to  Canada  in  chains,  nor  had  any  trial 
taken  place  affecting  the  lands  or  property  in  pos- 
session of  our  citizens.  Was  it  not,  therefore, 
fair  to  infer  that,  if  such  jurisdiction  had  been  in- 
tended, (as,  undoubtedly,  might  be  attempted  ac- 
cording to  the  wording  of  the  act,)  frequent  oppor- 
tunities could  have  been  found  of  putting  it  in 
force.  If  four  or  five  hundred  of  our  citizens  had 
lost  their  lives  in  the  Territory  by  violence,  it  was 
to  be  attributed  to  something  else. 

He  next  called  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to 
the  character  of  the  joint  occupation  of  the  terri- 
tory, with  a  view  of  showing  that  the  sort  of  oc- 
cupation which  Great  Britain  exercised  was  that 
recognized  by  the  language  of  the  treaty  of  Nootka 
sound.  It  is  an  occupation  of  settlement  for  hunt- 
ing, fishing,and  trading — not  for  agricultural  col- 
onization.' She  had  not  a  fort  in  the  territory. 
Some  of  her  citizens  had  stockades  to  defend 
themselves  ogainst  Indians,  and  to  protect  their 


property  from  depredations;  but  they  were  pri- 
vate defenses,  not  fortifications  belonging  to  the 
British-Government.  Great  Britain  had  in  no 
4ray  shown  a  disposition  to  seize  upon  the  terri- 
tory as  her  own.  For  fifty  years  she  had  merely 
pursued  /those  objects  for  which  alofie  even  the 
joint  occupancy  could  be  considered  of  any  con- 
sequence to  her.  Her  citizens  were  not  accumu- 
lating there,  while  ours  were.  Their  object  ia 
merely  that  of  trapping,  hunting,  and  trading, 
which  are  pursuits  autliorized  by  the  treaty  of 
joint  occupation.  He  believed  she  had  acted  in 
good  faith  with  regard  to  her  treaty  stipulation^ 
with  us  in  that  joint  occupancy.  The  aggregate 
of  her  citizens  there  did  not  exceed  one  thousand, 
made  up  of  British  subjects,  natives  of  Canada, 
half-breeds,  and  parsons  employed  by  the  Hud- 
son's Bay  Company.  Now,  (he  would  ask,)  wa« 
that  a  sort  of  population  calculated  to  make  ai! 
agricultural  colony?  Their  avocations  were  in- 
conaistant  with  agricultural  pursuits.  The  Sen- 
ator from  Indiana,  indeed',  thought  the  policy  of 
Great  Britain  in  colonizing  was  not  always  for 
agricultural  purposes,  and  asked,  was  that  the 
object  for  which  she  seized  upon  Gibraltar,  ancl 
other  places  of  that  description  ?  Such  cases  wer« 
not  in  point.'  There  could  be  no  similarity  be- 
tween them  and  the  joint  occupancy  of  Oregon. 
She  does  not  want  Oregon  as  a  place  of  settlement 
or  defense. 

The  Senator  from  Indiana  himself  had  stated 
that  our  citizens  were  going  tliere  at  the  rate  of 
ten  thousand  a  year,  which  fully  justified  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Choate]  in 
saying  that,  in  twenty  years,  the  whole  territory 
would  be  ours  by  actual  possession.  England 
knows  this;  it  ia  she  that  ought  to  feel,  and  did 
feel  that,  whatever  claim  she  might  have,  would 
be  lost  in  this  occupancy  of  our  citizens;  and  it 
wasuiider  a  conviction  of  this  that  she  ht^d  sent 
her  special  minister  here  to  negotiate  for  a  settle- 
ment, before  she  is  entirely  ousted  by  our  agri- 
cultural  colonization. 

Mr.  D.  here  went  into  a  statistical  review  of 
the  present  value  of  the  fur  trade  in  the  Oregon 
country,  with  a  view  of  showing  that  it  is  so  in- 
significant that  it  can  be  of  no  national  moment  to 
this  country,  and  (hat  it  would  not,  on  that  ac 
count,  justify  the  expense  to  this  Government  of 
military  outposts,  troops,  and  munitions  of  war, 
for  protecting  it  as  a  United  States  colony.  Great 
Britain  was  not  at  a  dollar  of  expense  for  protect- 
ing her  citizens;  they  protected  themselves  as 
employes  of  the  Hitdson's  Bay  Company.  He 
therefore  submitted  that  there  irna  nothing  of 
national  policy  or  national  interests  that  demanded 
of  this  Government  to  recede  from  the  existing 
convention,  and  incur  such  an  unnecessary  ex- 
pense as  its  abrogation  would  involve  the  country 
in.  Let  the  Oregon  territory  alone,  and  it  will 
drop  into  ogr  hands  just  as  certainly  as  the  fruit, 
ill  Jue  season,  drops  from  the  tree. 

When  he  read  an  extract  from  the  Looiaville 
Journal,  on  Friday,  he  thought  he  perceived, by 
the  manner  in  which  it  was  received  by  the  gen- 
tlemen on  the  other  side,  that  it-  was  thought 
lightly  of;  but  he  should  now  call  their  attention 
to^n  authority  the  gravity  of  which  they  would 
not  dispute — that  of  the  Christian  Advocate;  from 
which  he  read  extracts,  giving  a  most  discour- 
aging, if  not  revolting,  character  of  the  Ore- 
gon country.  He  also  called  to  recollection  the 
speech  delivered  by  Mr.  Bates,  of  Missouri,  in 
the  other  House,  a  few  years  back,  characteriz- 
ing the  territory  in  such  terms  as  he  would  not 
repeat.  He  did  not,  himself,  believe  in  thoso 
extremes;  but  be  was  sure  he  could  not  be  mis- 
taken in  the  estimate  he  put  upon  the  country, 
which  was,  that  there  were  no  national  interests 
which  demanded  of  us  the  interruption  of  the  ex- 
isting convention,  which  the  resolution  now  be- 
fore the  Senate  proposed  to  abrogate. 

A  great  part  of  the  argument  of  the  two  Sena- 
tors [Messrs.  Atchison  and  H  anneoan]  referred 
to  the  honor  and  glory  of  the  thing.  Now,  when 
the  honor  and  glory  of  this  country  were  at  is- 
sue, he  was  ready  to  go  as  far  as  any  living  roan 
in  sustaining  them.  He  with  confidence  said  Ihe 
same  for  his  friends.  But  both  he  and  they  be- 
lieved they  oould  be  best  preserved  by  continuing 
the  present  convei.tion,  till  such  an  adjustment 
could  bo  made  by  negotiation  as  we  could  hon- 
orably ratify. 

The  Senator  from  Indiana  hod  made  a  very 
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forcible  and  cloqiu-ntargumrnl;  but  it  resolved  it- 
Rcirinio  n  mcro  !iyMo;;i.sin,  tlin(  tlio  territory  was 
ours,  OH  wi!  all  ns^rcid  it  viaa,  niid  tlierefore  we 
liad  no  Dei'd  to  iicgniiato  about  it;  that  we  could 
not  ni.'gotiaic  wiiIkiui  ihe  risk  of  h:tviii«  to  give 
upHOKK.-  piittioii  ot  the  tcrriiory;  ond  chnt  to  give 
up  onu  inch  oftt would  be  dislioiiorablu; it  would  be 
n  loss  of  national  honor.  Now,  it  seemed  to  him 
that  this  wus  a  meri^  bogging  of  thp  queatinn.  To 
give  up  Oregon,  or  any  part  of  our  undisputed 
right  1(1  it,  W3H  not  a  question  entertained  by  htm 
or  any  gentleman  on  hia  side  of  the  Chambi-r. 
They  had  entertained  no  ori^ument  in  favor  of 
giving  it  up.  Any  argument,  therefore,  foutided 
on  that  supposition,  was  aside  from  the  question 
at  issue.  That  question  was,  that  the  existing 
convention  is  discreditable  to  the  United  States. 
If  it  is,  who  made  it  so?  Who  tnudc  the  conven- 
tion? Who  ratified  it?  And  who  suffered  it  to 
continue  for  the  last  five-and-twcnty  years,  with- 
out en  elTort  to  set  it  aside  till  the  third  year  of 
Mr.  Tyler's  administration? 

Mr.  O.  went  into  a  long  review  of  the  history 
of  the  convention,  for  the  purpose  of  showing 
that  the  friends  of  the  resolution,  and  the  West 
in  particular,  had  nil  alon?  cnuntennncod  and  sup- 
ported tiie  convention.  He  exempted,  however, 
Ihe  Senator  from  Missouri,  (Mr.  Benton,]  who 
did  not  come  into  the  Senate  till  182U;  two  years 
after  the  convention  t>f  1818  hud  been  ratified ; 
and  be  referred  to  that  Senator's  speeches  of 
)835,  in  acknowledgment  of  the  pcrfcctconsistency 
which  he  had  uniformly  maintained  in  advocating 
and  urging  the  occupation  of  the  territory  by  the 
Government  of  the  United  States. 

There  was  no  part  of  the  urgumenls  on  the 
other  side  which  surprised  him  more  than  that  of 
the  Senntor  from  Indiana,  who  supposed  the 
Itonor  o(this  country  was  so  deeply  involved  in 
retaining  the  utmost  claims  of  the  United  States 
to  the  territory  of  Oregon,  that,  sooner  than  ne- 
gotiate away  a  particle  of  those  claims,  he  would 
rather  accept  the  Utopia  spoken  of  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  South  Carolina  the  other  day. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  interposed  to  say  thnt  his 
expression  was,  thai  he  would  cmbracn  the  Uto- 
pia of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  sooner 
than  link  the  honor  of  this  country  by  yielding 
to  the  threats  or  fear  of  Great  Britain 

Mr.  DAYTOM  said,  the  Senator  contended  a 
negotiation  involved  a  giving  up  of  the  territory; 
ami  sooner  than  thnt,  lie  would  accept  the  Uto- 
pia. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  ngain  interposed  to  say, 
that  sooner  thkn  render  up  a  font  of  territory 
against  our  will,  at  the  demand  of  Great  Britain, 
lie  would  accept  the  Utopia  of  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina;  sooner  than  see  our  national 
honor  and  character  so  sacrificed,  he  would  em- 
brace, not  alone  the  three  confedcracieN,  but  a 
division  into  separate  republics  It  would  be  a 
surrender  of  the  territory,  if,  at  the  demand  of 
Great  Britain,  any  portion  of  the  country 'a  rights 
was  forcibly  extorted:  sooner  ihnn  to  submit  to 
which,  he  would  prefer  a  military  despotism  ca- 
pable of  protec  ing  our  rislits. 

Mr.  DAYTON  did  not  believe  he  miHunder- 
■tood  the  Senator;  he  cerlninly  had  no  desire  Jo 
misrepresent  him  Ue  clearly  understood  him 
lo  mean,  that  a  forcible  surrencier  of  some  part  of 
the  territory  was  to  be  the  conscquenev  of  the 
negotiation;  and  that,  therefore,  sooner  than  that, 
he  would  prefer  n  disnicmbermeMt  of  this  Union. 

Mr.  HANNliGAN.  •Yes;  when  the  negotia- 
tion is  accepted  ns  an  alternative  lo  avoid  w»r,  if 
it  arises  from  a  fear  uf  war. 

Mr.  DAYTON  tliousht  that  brought  the  mat- 
ter to  a  point;  if  n  portion  of  the  territory  is  given 
up  by  nesoiiation,  how  could  it  be  nscerlniiicd 
that  it  was  from  any  apprehension  of  war?  That 
could  not  be  known.  The  question  was,  whether, 
if,  in  the  negotiation,  any  part  of  the  territory 
was  to  lie  given  up,  the  Senator  would  prefer  the 
dissolution  of  the  Union  to  Ike  acceptance  of  a 
treaty  based  on  that  negotiation. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  presumed  no  other  Sena- 
tor so  understood  him. 

Mr.  DAYTON  would  be  very  luippy  if  he  was 
mistaken,  for  he  feared  this  Union  would  be  held 
together  by  a  mere  ftossamer  web,  if  the  accept- 
ance of  a  treaty  made  by  deliberate  negotiation 
was  10  be  cause  for  its  dismemberinunt.  If  the 
Senator  disclaimed  that,  he  accepted  the  dis- 
chiimcr ;  from  the  bottom  of  his  heart  he  accepted  it. 


Mr.  HANNEGAN  protested  against  having 
made  any  disclaimer  of  the  sentiments  he  had 
uttered;  the  gentleman's  acceptance  was  quite 
gratuitous;  he  made  no  disclaimer. 

Mr.  DAYTON  conceived  there  was  no  occa- 
sion for  bandying  words  about  the  matter. 

Mr.  D.  then  adverted  to  the  remarks  of  the 
Senntor  from  Massachuseltsi  in  reference  to  the 
conspicuous  part  New  England  had  always  taken 
in  maintaining  the  honor  of  the  country;  and 
dwelt  for  some  time  on  the  part  New  Jersey  had 
taken  in  the  struggle  of  the  Revolution.  Hu  called 
to  mind  many, of  the  gallant  deeds  of  the  North 
and  East,  both'  by  sea  and  land,  with  a  view  of 
showing  that  these  portions  of  the  Union  wore 
not  less  forward  than  the  West,  when  occasion 
required,  to  stand  forth  in  defense  of  iiationul 
rights  and  national  honor. 

Mr.  U.  next  reviewed  the  consequences  of  a 
war  with  Great  Britain  on  the  subject  of  the  Ore- 
gon territory;  niid  depicted  the  advantages  which 
she  would  possess  in  such  nn  event,  and  the  dis- 
advantages under  which  we  would  labor.  He 
enumerated  the  squadrons  she  would  have  in  the 
Pacific,  the  ships  of  war,  steamers,  and  capabil- 
ity of  transferring  troops  from  China  at  a  mo- 
ment's warning,  with  supplies  and  munitions  of 
war,  nil  easily  transported  by  sea;  whilst  we  would 
have  t«  traverse  five  thousand  miles  of  prairie, 
mud,  deserts,  and  volcanic  regions  of  the  llocky 
Mountains,  without  the  probability  uf  taking 
adequate  supplies  of  provisions  or  rounitinns  of 
war,  supposing  that  the  battle  was  to  bo  fought 
on  tile  plains  of  Oregon.  Were  we  to  fight  with 
nothing  but  rifles,  against  the  muskets,  bayonets, 
heavy  artillery,  and  balteringitraiiis  of  England, 
backi-d  by  her  fleets  on  the  Pacific?  What  occa- 
sion was  there  fur  all  this,  wheu  an  honorable 
negotiation  was  open  to  us,  and  at  our  very  door? 
Great  Britain  comes  lo  us  with  the  olivo  branch 
of  peace;  not  with  her  lion  rampant  to  seize  what 
is  ours;  but  lo  negotiate  between  what  she  be- 
lieves to  be  her  rights  and  we  believe  to  be  our 
rights.  It  is  a  question  of  mere  negotiation,  not 
of  buttle.  He  trusted  the  messenger  of  amity 
would  be  met  in  a  reciprocal  spirit  of  friendship 
and  good  feeling;  and  if  the  existing  difficulty  can 
be  settled  in  peace,  and  with  honor  to  both  par- 
ties, in  God's  name  let  it  be  done.  The  dny  was 
[last  when  nations  should  do  battle  against  each 
other,  save  in  cases  of  the  last  extremity. 

What  an  incungruuu*  spectacle  of  legislation 
did  we  present!  Wo  were  reducing  our  Army  to 
the  lowest  limit  of  a  pence  establishment,  while 
taking  measures  to  render  necessary  additional 
military  posts,  if  not  a  preparation  for  war.  We 
are  dissussing  the  turitT  policy  with  a  view  to 
opening  our  ports  to  the  free  trade  of  the  world; 
yd  cntertaintng,  at  the  same  time,  a  question 
which  may  involve  in  its  consequences  the  block- 
ade of  those  ports.  The  country  had  no  dispo- 
sition for  war — nobody  wants  war.  Great  Brit- 
ain does  not  want  it;  and  least  of  all,  with  her 
best  customer,  the  United  States. 

Now,  he  was  ready  to  admit  that,  in  any  ne- 
gotiation on  this  question,  there  were  rights  to  be 
preserved;  and  one  of  these  (which  he  considered 
of  far  greater  moment  than  the  agricultural  value 
of  the  territory)  was  our  right  to  the  mouth  of 
the  Columbia  river.  This  was  all  important  to 
us,  and  he  trusted  it  would  be  so  regarded  by  our 
negotiator.  The  amount  of  tonnage  we  now  had 
in  the  Pacific  ocean  was  very  considerable;  and 
would,  no  doubt,  be  greatly  augmented  by  the 
trade  of  China  being  opened.  'J'liis  point  wus  of 
the  utmost  importance  to  us  in  lime  of  |>eacc,  and 
ofiio  less  importance  in  lime  of  war. 

He  hopi.'d  lie  would  not  be  misapprehended  in 
anything  he  had  said  in  relation  to  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  tTie  territory.  He  was  ready  to  go  as  far 
us  ihe  Senators  who  advocated  this  resolution,  in 
resisting  any  attempt  of  Great  Britain  to  arrogate 
to  herself  u  right  of  jurisdiction  inconsislenlwith 
our  national  rights,  or  any  attempt  she  might 
make  lo  pluck  even  one  blade  of  grass  in  the  ter- 
ritory in  defiance  of  us. 

But,  so  i°ar  as  the  existing  convention  was  con- 
cerned, believing  that  it  was  the  determination  of 
Great  Britain  to  observe  its  obligations  in  good 
faith,  he  was  opposed  to  all  propositioifs  to  break 
loose  from  it.  There  is  such  a  thing  as  national 
law,  and  the  opinion  of  the  world  on  which  it  is 
founded;  and.  While  he  would  noisin  against  the 
honor  of  bis  country  by  meanly  yielding  one  par- 


ticle of  its  rights,  be  would  be  ec|ually  avciK  t« 
sinning  against  the  law  of  nations  which  de- 
manded of  us  an  observance  of  national  proprie- 
ties, by  not  putting  ourselves  in  the  wron§,  when, 
by  continuing  as  we  are,  wc  can  remain  lodispn- 
tably  in  the  right. 

Mr.  BREESE  next  obtained  the  floor;  but  the 
hour  of  adjournment  being  at  hand,  he  requestrd 
the  subject  would  be  postponed  until  to-morrov. 

The  pending  question  was  accordingly  laid  oa 
the  table  till  to-morrow. 

CHE8APEAEB  AND  OHIO  CAITAL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TAPPAN,  the  Senate  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  the  bill  authorizing 
the  transfer,  lo  the  .State  of  Maryland,  of  ihe 
stock  held  by  the  United  States  in  the  Chesapeake 
and  Ohio  canal,  on  certain  conditions — the  ques- 
tion pending  bcin;  the  substitute,  by  the  Cnm- 
mitiec  on  Itonds  and  Canals,  for  the  original  bill. 
Mr.  MERR^IOK  was  ankious  that  this  bill 
should  be  proceeded  with,  as,  to  make  it  at  all 
available,  it  should  be  passed  before  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  Legislature  of  Maryland,  which 
would  lake  place  pit  the  lUth  of  Mardi. 

Mr.  SEVIER  iiir[uircd  if  any  cxprcseion  of 
opinion  on  this  subject  had  been  given  by  the 
constituted  authorities  in  the  cities  of  Wasbing- 
ton  and  Alexandria? 

Mr.  M  EllRICK  said  that  a  deputation  from 

the  Legislature  uf  Maryland  visited  Washington 

some  short  time  back,  and  conferred  with  Ibc 

.  authorities  of  the  District,  as  well  as  with  com- 

I  mittecs  of  Congress,    anil  that  all  parties  ex- 

I  pressed  themselves  satisfied  with  the  measure, m 

proposed  in  the  amended  bill. 
I      Mr.  TAPPAN  wished  the  bill  to  lie  over,  a» 
j  he  undersioodlho  Senator  from  North  Carolins) 
[Mr.  Haywoop,]  who  was  not  in  his  place,  bad 
I  an  amendment  to  propose. 
i      Mr.  PEARCE  informed  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Ohio  that  he  had,  in  the  morning,  a  con- 
versation with  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina, 
and  learned  expressly  from  him  that  be  intended 
to  olfur  no  amendment. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  amendment 
ns  reported  by  the  committee,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  RIVES  moved  ihat  the  words  "Savage 
river"  be  substituted  for  the  words  "town  of 
Cumberland;"  this  would  extend  the  canal  iiito 
the  heart  of  the  coal  region;  whereas,  if  it  tcrmiii- 
ated  at  Cumberland, it  would  only  reach  tbi  bor- 
ders of  thnt  region. 

Mr.  MERRICJC  hoped  the  Senntor  from  Vir- 
ginia would  not  press  his  omendmenl.  There 
would  be  dif!iouli.y  enough  to  procure  funds  to 
extend  the  woik  to  Cumberland;  but,  if  ibe 
ameiidineni  was  t  arricd,  it  would  lake  (tii  addi- 
tional ^,000,000  to  get  on  to  the  mouth  of  Sar- 
Bge  river,  a  djstance  of  forty  or  fifty  miles  from 
Cumberland.  If  the  amcndinciit  was  adopted, 
the  whole  matter  would  be  put  an  end  lo,  for  no 
capitalits  would  be  found  to  advance  so  heavy  ao 
amount. 

After  a  short  conversation,  in  which  Messrs. 
TAPPAN,  SEVIER,  ana  RIVES  took  part,  the* 
amendment  of  the  latter  was  negatived;  and  the 
bill,  as  amended  on  the  suggestion  of  the  Com- 
miiusc  on  Roads  and  Canals,  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  n  third  reading. 

Mr.  EVANS  moved  that  the  Senate  adjoorn, 
but  withdrew  the  motion. 

BILL  REPORTED. 
Mr.  BREESE  reported  a  bilkfrom  the  Com- 
mittee on  Roads  and  Canals,  the  title  of  which 
was  not  beard. 

PETITION  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MERRICK,  the  petitioii  of 
Martin  Fenwick.  praying  confirmation  of  his  title 
lo  n  tract  of  land  in  Missouri,  was  ordered  to  be 
taken  from  the  files,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Private  Land  Claims. 

On  motion,  the  Henate  then  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
MoMDAT,  February  36,  1844. 
The  SPEAKER  announced  that  the  first  boai- 
ness  in  order  jvould  be  the  call  of  Stales  for  res- 
olutions. 

EXErUTlVE  COMMUKICATIONS. 
Mr.  DROMGOOLE  observed  that  there  wen 
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KTenl  ezeeatire  eomniDnicationa  on  the  Speak- 
er's table  which  ought  to  be  disposed  of,  and  sug- 
gested that,  by  general  consent,  they  be  read  and 
referred  before  proceeding  to  the  call  for  resolu- 
tions. 

Jfo  obieetion  being  made. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  mes- 
sage from  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
transmitting  a  communication  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Nary  on  the  subject  of  the  bill  authorizing 
the  transfer  of  naval  appropriations,  and  recom- 
mending an  amendment  of  said  bill;  also  recom- 
mending the  building  of  steamships  on  the  plan  of 
the  Princeton;  which  was  laid  on  the  table,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  eommunicati«n  from  the  Treaanry  De- 
partment, in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  House 
in  relation  to  the  Louisrille  and  Portland  canal ; 
which,  on  motion  of  Mr.TiBBATTS,  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment, transmitting  a  report  from  the  bureau  of 
topograpliical  engineers,  showing  the  extent  of 
the  improvements  that  have  been  oarried  on  in  the 
Mississippi  and  other  rivers  for  the  last  four  years, 
the  amount  expended, &c.;  which  was  laid  on  the 
table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

RETRENCHMENT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DEAN,  the  resolutions  of 
the  Legislature  of  Ohio,  lyine  on  the  Speaker's 
table, on  the  subject  of  retrenchment,  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Retrenchment. 

nOTICX  OF  A  BILL. 

Mr.  ELMER  gave  notice  that  he  should  aak 
leave,  to-morrow  or  some  convenient  day,  to  in- 
troduce a  bill  to  erect  a  breakwater  on  the  Crow 
■hoaU  in  the  Delaware. 

BItiLS  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  HOPKINS,  pursuant  to  notice  heretofore 
given,  obtained  permission  to  introduce  a  bill  reg- 
ulating and  fixing  the  times  of  holding  the  circuit 
and  criminal  courts  of  Washington  and  Alexan- 
dria, and  for  other  purposes. 

The  bin  waa  read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  PRATT  obteuned  permission  to  introduce 
a  bill,  of  which  he  had  heretofore  given  notice, 
ameiMalory  of  "An  act  to  amend  an  act  concern- 
ing naturalization,"  approved  May  24,  1826; 
which  waa  read  twice,  and  committed. 

PRINTING  OP  A  DOCUMENT. 

Mr.  KIRKPATRICK  moved  the  printing  of 
one  thousand  extra  copies  of  a  document  which 
had  been  subnaitted  to  this  House,  containing  a 
letter  from  Commodore  Stewart  on  the  subject  of 
the  Navy. 

The  motion  was  objected  to;  and  therefore  it 
went  on  the  Calendar. 

TEMPERANCE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HAMLIN,  the  use  of  the 
Hall  waa  granted  to  the  Congressional  Temper- 
ance Society,  after  the'adjournment  of  the  House, 
on  Tharsday  next. 

COAL  AND  IRON. 

Mr.  BIDLACK  moved  to  suspend  the  rules, 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  op  the  resolution  offered 
by  him  some  time  since,  calling  on  the  Secretary 
of  the  Natry  for  a  report  showing  the  results  of 
the  experimenta  that  have  been  made,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Department,  to  test  the  qualities 
of  various  kinds  or  coal  and  iron. 

Mr.  ADAMS  suggested  to  the  gentleman  to 
modify  bis  motion,  so  as  to  suspend  the  rules  tdt 
the  consideration  of  all  the  resolutions  that  had 
been  offered  and  had  not  been  yet  acted  on. 

Mr.  BIDLACK  assented. 

The  question  was  put  on  the  motion  as  mod- 
ified, and  decided  in  the  negative. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

The  SPEAKER  then  proceed  with  the  call 
for  resolutions,  commencing  with  tbe^State  of 
Maine. 

Mr.  DTTNLAP  offered  the  following  resolution; 
which  was  considered  and  agreed  to; 

J^etolved,  That  Uie  Committee  on  Commerce  be  in- 
■tnicted  to  inquire  into  ihe  expediency  of  malting  Rn  np- 
propriation  for  tb«  coulinuRiion  o/tlie  brealiwater  at  Stam- 
ford'abridge,  in  the  ijartwiofPonland,  Maine,  and  to  report 
bjr  Ml  ot  otbecwiM. 


Mr.  HERRICK  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution; which  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Rttohed,  Tliat  the  Committee  on  Commerce  lie  In- 
structed to  inquire  and  re|iort  whether  Ihe  municipal  an- 
thoritiea  of  the  city  of  New  Yorit  eiact  and  collect  from 
aeamen  entering  tliat  port  any  sum,  and,  if  any,  what  sum, 
and  by  what  authority,  as  bofipiial  money,  or  for  the  sup- 
port of  a  hospital  at  that  port ;  and  what  additional  legisla- 
tion by  Congress,  if  any,  be  eipedient  for  tlie  protection  of 
seamen  against  exactions  of  hospital  money  not  authorixed 
by  the  laws  of  tite  United  States. 

Mr.  HALE  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, and  called  for  the  previous  question: 

RewtveJj  That  the  national  Military  Academy  at  West 
Point  ought  til  be  abolished ;  and  that  the  Cnmmiuee  on 
Military  AffUn  be  instructed  to  report  to  this  House  a  bill 
repeallnf  all  lawa  esuUishiag  the  aame,  and  appropriaUng 
the  money  now  required  to  sustain  that  institution  to  the 
dilTusion  of  military  iostructiou  in  the  different  Stales  and 
TenritOffea. 

Mr.  HOLMES  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  HALE  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  question;  which,  being  ordered,  resulted — 
yeas  96,  nays  70;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Abbott,  Adams,  Anderson,  Ashe,  Ba- 
ker, Barrin(er,Bariiard,  Blackwell,  Rossicr,  Bnwiln,  Jacob 
Brinkertioffj  Buffiugton,  Cory,  Cauvin,  CImppell,  Clinch, 
Clinton,  Cobb,  Coles,  Collamer,  Cranston,  Daniel,  Garrett 
Davis,  Richard  D.  Davis,  Dean,  Deherry,  Dcllet,  Dickey, 
Dromgoole,  Dunlap,  Elmer,  Farlee,  Fish,  Foot,  French, 
Crinnell,  Grider,  Hammett,  Hardin,  Harper,  Herrick, 
Holmes,  Oopkins,  Hubard,  Hudson,  Waahiniton  Hunt, 
Joaeph  R.  Iniersoll,  John  P.  Kennedy,  Preston  King,  Dan- 
iel P.  King,  Kirkpatrick,  Labranche,  Leonard,  Lyon,  Mc- 
Clelland, Mcllvaine,  Marsh,  Edward  J.  Morris,  Morse, 
Moseley,  Murphy,  Newton,  Parmenter,  Blisha  R.  Pouer, 
Emery  D.  Potter,  Pratt,  Preston,  Charles  M.  Kerd,  David 
S.  Reid,  Rockwell,  Rogers,  Russell,  Sample,  Saunden, 
Senter,  Severance,  David  L.  Seymour,  Simons,  Slidell, 
Caleb  n.  Smith,  Stetson,  Strong,  Sykea,  Taylor,  Thomu- 
ion,  Tilden,  Tucker,  Tyler,  Vance,  Vinton,  Wethered, 
Wbeaton,  Wblte,  Williams,  WinUirop,  and  WOlIam 
Wrigtit— S6. 

NAYS— Meaars.  Atkinson,  Belser,  Benton,  Bidlack,  Ed- 
ward J.  Black,  James  Black,  James  A.  Black,  Bower, 
Boyd,  Brodhead,  William  J.  Brown,  Burke,  Caldwell, 
Campbell,  Reuben  Chapman,  Cullom,  Dana,  John  W.  Da- 
vis, Dillingham,  Foster,  Giddings,  Willis  Green,  Hale, 
Uamlin,  Hays,  Henley,  Hoge,  HnnslOD,  Habbell,  Hughes, 
Hungerlbrd,  James  B.  Hunt,  Cave  Johnson,  Perley  B. 
Johnson,  Andrew  Johnson,  George  W.  Jones,  Antlrcw 
Kennody,  Lewis,  Lucas,  Lumpkin,  McCaoslin,  McCler- 
nand,  HcConnell,  McDowell,  Moore,  Joeepta  Morris,  Nor- 
ris,  Owen,  Payne,  Purdy,  Ramsey,  Bathbuu,  Reding,  Rclfe, 
Rltter, Robinson^St.  John, Thomas  H. Seymour, Simpson, 
John  T.  Saitii,  Tliomaa  Smith,  Robert  Smitli.  Stecnrod, 
John  Stewart,  Stone,  Weller,  Wentwonli,  Woodward, 
Joseph  A.  Wright,  and  Yost— 70. 

So  the  resoliiiioo  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  following  resolution  was  offered  by  Mr. 
KING,  of  New  York,  and  agreed  to: 

Rfolted,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads  be  Instructed  to  inquire  into  cho  expediency  of 
extending  a  poet  route  from  WiUia,  via  the  Nstufal  Bridge , 
to  Diana,  in  Uie  State  of  New  York. 

Mr.  BURKE  offered  the  following  resolution; 
which  was  agreed  to : 

ReMlced,  That  the  Poatmasler  General  be  directed  to  re- 
port to  this  House :  1.  The  number  and  names  of  the  States 
and  Territories  which  Isaac  Hill  Is  under  contract  with  the 
Post  Offlce  Department  to  supply  wKh  post  office  blanks 
aiMl  sutionery.  9.  The  quantity  of  blanks  and  stationery 
which  has  already  been  furnished  by  said  Hill,  under  said 
contract.  3.  The  sum  or  sums  of  money  which  have  been 
paid,  or  may  be  due,  to  said  Hill,  by  virtue  of  said  con- 
tracts ;  and  4.  Copies  of  said  contract  or  contracts,  toceiher 
with  copies  of  the  advertisements  under  which  said  con- 
liacta  were  made. 

Mr.  REDING  offered  a  resolution  to  amend  the 
19th  joint  rule  of  the  two  Houses  of  CongrMs,  so 
Its  to  provide  that  no  intoxicating  liquors  shall  be 
exhibited  or  offered  for  sale  in  the  Capitol, or  on 
the  public  grounds  adjacent  thereto,  and  that  the 
restaurants  be  forthwith  removed  from  the  Capi- 
tol. On  this  he  moved  the  previous  question;  and 
on  seconding  the  demand  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion, he  called  for  tellers. 

Messrs.  Bdrke  and  Thomasson  were  appointed 
tellers;  and  having  taken  the  vote,  they  reported 
68  in  the  a^rmative,  and  63  in  the  negative.  So 
there  was  a  second. 

Mr.  CAUSIN  desired  the  question  to  be  di- 
vided, so  that  the  vote  could  be  taken  first  on 
preventing  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors,  and 
next  on  the  other  branch  of  the  proposition. 

Mr.  HARALSON  also  expressed  his  wish  to 
have  the  question  divided,  so  that  the  vote  could 
be  taken  nrat  on  the  liquor,  and  next  on  the  other 
refreshments. 

The  SPEAKER  put  the  question,  •'  Shall  the 
moiolquestion  be  now  put  ?"  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  afiirmaiive.    

Mr.  HAMMETT  inquired  if  it  would  be  in 
order  to  move  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table. 


The  SPEAKER  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  HAMMETT  made  that  motion. 

Mr.  REDING  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
that  motion. 

Mr.  HARALSON  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
19th  joint  rule. 

The  Clerk  read  it,  as  follows: 

"  No  splritous  liijuors  shall  be  offered  fbr  sale,  or  exhib- 
ited within  the  Capitol,  or  on  the  public  grounds  adjacent 
tbeielo." 

Mr.  HARALSON  remarked  that  that  was  al- 
ready a  joint  standing  rule. 

Mr.  ADAMS  inquired  if  the  proposition  now 
pending  was  to  amend  a  joint  rule. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  ADAMS  then  remarked  that,  if  the  motion 
prevailed,  the  resolution  would  have  to  go  to  the 
Senate  for  concurrence. 

Mr.  HARALSON  desired  to  move  a  substitute 
for  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
Hampshire,  to  provide  that  the  officers  of  the 
House  be  instructed  to  enforce  the  existing  rules. 

The  SPEAKER  said  amendments  were  not  in 
order  at  that  time. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  ordered  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Hammett  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  table;  and  being  taken,  they  resulted— yeas 
36,  nays  131;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messra.  Atkinson, Edward  J.  Black,  Blaekwell, 
Bower,  Bowlin,  Boyd,  Brodhead,  Clinton,  Cobb,  Daniel, 
Dean,  Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Fool,  Haromell,  Holmea,  Hoge, 
Hughes,  Lewis.  Lyon,  McCauslen,  McClcrnanU,  McCon- 
nell,  Murphy,  Newton,  Hitter,  Saunders,  Slidell,  Steenrod, 
Stiles,  Thomasson,  Tibbatis.  Vance,  Wethered,  Wheaton, 
and  White— 36. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Abbott,  Adams,  Baker,  Barringer,  Bar- 
nard, Beardsley,  Belser,  Benton,  Bidlack,  James  Black, 
Bossier,  Jacob  Brinkerhoff,  Aartm  V.  Brown,  William  J. 
Brown,  Buffington,  Burke,  Burt,  Caldwell,  Campbell, 
Cary,  Oailin,  Causin,  Chappell,  Clinch,  Cnllnmcr,C(!lnston, 
Cullom,  Dana,  Garrett  Davis,  Richard  D.  Davis,  Debcrry, 
Dellet,  Dickey,  Dickinson,  Dillingham,  DunNip,  Elmer,  Par- 
Ice,  Fickltn,  Fish,  Foster, French,  Giddings.  Byram  Green, 
Grinncll,  Grider,  Hale,  Hamlin,  Hardin,  Hays,  llciiley, 
Herrick,  Hopkins,  Houston,  llubard,  llnbbcll,  Hudson, 
Hungerlbrd,  vVashinglon  Hunt,  James  B.  Hunt,  Joseph  R. 
ingersoll,  Irvln,  Jenks,  Cave  Johnson,  Perley  B.  Johnson, 
Andrew  Johnson,  George  W.  Jones,  Andrew  Kennedy, 
John  P.  Kennedy,  Preston  King,  Daniel  P.  King,  Kirkpat- 
rick, Labranche,  Lennard,  Lucas, McClelland,  McDowell, 
Mcllvaine,  McKay,  Marsh,  Moore,  Edward  J.  Morris, 
Joaeph  Morris,  Morse,  Moseley,  Norris,  Owen,  Purmenter, 
Pauenon,  Payne,  Peyton,  Elisha  R.  Poller,  Emery  D. 
Potter,  Pratt,  Preston,  Purdy,  Rathbun,  Charles  M.  Reed, 
David  S.  Reid,  Redhig,  Reire,  Robinson, Rockwell,  Rogers, 
Russell,  St.  John,  Sample,  Senter,  Severance,  Tbomas  H. 
Seymour,  David  L-  Seymour.  Simpson,  Albert  Smith,  John 
T.  Smith,  Caleb  B.  Smith,  Robert  Smith,  Stetson,  John 
Stewart,  Sykes,  Taylor,  Tilden,  Tucker,  Tyler,  Vinton, 
Weller,  Wentworth,  Williams.WinUirop,WiUiam  Wright, 
Joseph  A.  Wright,  and  Yost— 131. 

So  the  resolution  waa  not  laid  on  the  table. 

The  question  then  being  upon  agreeing  to  the 
first  pan  of  the  resolution, 

Mr.  HARALSON  inquired  whether  that  part 
of  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
Hampshire  was  not  precisely  the  same  as  the 
19th  joint  rule,  which  It  proposed  to  amend? 

The  Clerk  having,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Red- 
■NO,  read  the  19th  joint  rule,  and  also  the  amend- 
ment, stated  that,  in  the  one,  the  words  "  intox- 
icating liquors"  were  used,  and  in  the  other,  the 
words  "  spirituous  liquors."  [Laughter.] 

Mr.  SCHENCK  inquired  of  the  Speaker 
whether  the  term  "  exhibitine,"  as  used  in  the 
rule,  meant  exhibiting  the  effects  of  the  intoxi- 
cating liquors.' 

The  SPEAKER  replied,  that  the  gentleman 
must  place  his  own  interpretation  upon  it. 

The  question  was  then  put  upon  agreeing  to 
the  first  part  of  the  resolution,  and  carried. 

Upon  the  second  part  of  the  resolution,  the 
yeas  and  nays  were  demanded ,  and  ordered ;  and 
being  taken,  resulted — yeas  80,  nays  90;  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS — Meaars.  Atkinson,  Baker,  Belser,  Bidlackjjames 
Black,  Millon  Brown,  Burke,  Bun.  Cary,  Cqtlin,  Reuben 
Chapman,  CoUaroer,  Cranston,  Cuflom,  Dann,  RiclianI  D. 
Davis,  Debenr,  Dillingham,  Uunlap,  Ellis,  Elmer,  Ficklin, 
Giddings,  Bynun  Green,  Hale,  Hamlin,  Hays,  Henley, 
Herrick,  Hopkins,  Houston, Hubard,  Hudson,  Washington 
Hunt,  Irvin,  Cave  Johnson,  Perley  B.  Johnson,  Andrew 
Johnson,  George  W.  Jones,  Andrew  Kennedy,  Preston 
King,  Daniel  P.  King,  McClelland,  Mcllvaine,  McKay, 
Moore,  iloeeph  Morris,  Morse,  Norris,  Owen,  Parmenter, 
Payne,  Eliaba  R.  Potter,  Emery  D.  Potter,  Purdy,  RattlMin, 
Charles  M.  Reed,  Reding,  Uhcit,  Robipiion,  Rnclmcll, 
Russell,  Senter,  Severance,  Tliomns  H.  Seymour,  David  L. 
Seymour,  John  T.  Smith,  Tliomas  Smith,  Stetson,  John 
Stewart,  Taylor,  Tildes,  Vance,  Wentwonh,  Wbeaton, 
Williams,  VVinUirop,  William  Wright,  Josepli  A.  Wright, 
and  Yost— tJO. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Abbott,  Adams,  Ashe,  Barringer,  Barn- 
ard, Beantaley,  Benton,  Edward  J.  Black,  Blackwell,  Boa- 
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■ier,  Dower,  Bowlin,  Bnyd,  Jacoh  Brinkertiofr,  Brodheid, 
Aaron  V.  Brown,  VVilliain  J.  Brown,  BuAtngton,  Cnmpbell, 
Cuusin,  Chappell.  Clinch,  Cobb,  Coles,  Uaniel,  Jnlm  VV. 
Diivis,  Dellei,  Dlckuy,  Dickinson,  Dromgnole,  Duncan, 
Fariee,  Flub,  Foot,  Foster,  Frencli,  Gridcr.  Haminett,  Hac- 
aJson,  Uaidin,  Harper,  Holmas,  Huge,  Hiibbell,  Hugtieo, 
IlililSerfonl.  Jaineti  B.  Hunt,  Jameson,  Junks,  John  P. 
Kennedy,  Rirkpatrick,  Lnbrancli«,  Leonard,  Lewis,  Lucaa, 
l<yon,  McCaunlin,  McClernard,MeConnell,  Marsh,  Mose- 
loy.  Murphy,  Newton,  Patterson,  Peyton,  Preston,  Ramsey, 
David  S.  Reid,  Bolfe,  Ritier,  Kngers,  St.  John,  Bample, 
Schcuck,  SUdell,  Albert  Smith,  Caleb  B.  Smith,  Boben 
Smith,  Steenmd,  Andrew  Stewart,  Stiles,  Stroiw,  Sykes, 
Tlirnnasson,  llbbatta,  Tyler,  Vinton,  Welter,  Wetbeted, 
and  White— 90. 

So  the  second  part  of  the  resolotien  wm  not 
concurred  in. 

Mr.  ADAMS  offered  the  following;  which  wae 
agreed  to: 

Raolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be  directed  to  in- 
form this  House  whether  any  gross  errors  have  been  dis- 
covered in  the  printed  "  rixth  cinisus,  or  ennmeratton  of 
the  inhabiiantfl  of  tbe  United  States,  as  corrected  at  the 
Department  of  State  in  1841,"  and  if  so,  how  those  errors 
originated,  what  they  arc,  and  what,  if  any,  measures  have 
been  taken,  to  rectify  them. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR,  of  Conneeticat,  aubmitted  the 
following  reaoIutioD,  and  demanded 'he  previous 
question  thereon:' 

Rrtolce^,  That  the  Comnaitlee  on  Military  Affairs  be 
fnstlucted  to  fnifuire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing  all 
laws  cstablisitinK  or  continuing  tlie  national  Military  Acad- 
emy at  Weal  Point,  and  tliat  they  revort  by  bill  or  otber- 
wise. 

The  second  to  the  previous  question  having 
been  refused  bj  the  Houae,  the  resolution  went 
over,  on  notice  of  debate. 

Mr,  SIMONS  submitted  the  following  reaolo- 
tion,  and  called  for  the  previous  question  thereon: 

Reiolted,  That  the  House. after  Monday  next,eeaimence 
Ibeir  sitting  at  eleven  o'clock,  a.  ai. 

Oh  putting  the  question  on  seconding  the  call 
for  tbe  previous  question,  the  vote  was — ayea  58; 
noes  79. 

So  there  was  not  a  second;  and  the  resolution, 
being  objected  to,  went  over. 

Mr.  MURPHY  aubmitted  tbe  following  reso- 
lution; which  lies  over  one  day: 

Rtwloedf  That  the  Ctmimittee  on  Commerce  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law 
that  an  aaaistaut  collector  be  appointed,  to  reside  at  the  ctty 
of  llnioktyn,  who  may  enter  and  clear  vessels  asthe  asaiat- 
ant  collector  at  Jersey  City,  in  Uie  same  district  of  New 
York,  is  autiionied  by  law  to  do. 

Mr.  LEONARD  submitted  the  following  reao- 
lution;  which  was  considered,  and  agreed  to: 

Jtasolverf,  That  tite  Postmaster  General  he  requested  to 
couimunieale  to  ttat>4  House,  as  soon  as  may  be,  a  list  of  all 
the  post  mutes  in  the  VniiM  States  now  in  operatitm,  which 
do  not  defray  tile  expensea  of  said  route  ;  describing  the 
number,  commencement,  and  leruiination  of  each,  ana  tlie 
amount  dellcieiit  in  each  for  the  year  1843. 

Mr.  STRONG  aubmitted  the  following  reso- 
lAtion;  which  lies  over  one  day,  on  notice  of  de- 
bate: 

Rnoleed  by  the  Senate  and  Home  of  RepretentaHvei  of 
Me  United  State*  of  America  In  Congress  ateenbted^  That 
tlwy  will  close  the  present  session  of  Oongresa  by  adjoam. 
ing  sine  ile  on  Tuesday,  tbe  7th  day  of  May,  at  elgbto'clock, 
p.  m. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR,  of  New  York,  offered  the 
following  resolution,  and  called  for  the  previous 
question : 

Retolvti  tjr  He  Senate  and  Home  of  RejmuiUatioee  of 

t*€  United  Siate9  of  Jlmeriax  in  Congreu  ossemiied.  That 
this  Congress  will  adjourn  the  present  session  thereof  sine 
die  on  Thursday,  SOtb  day  of  May  next,  at  eight  o'clock, 
p.ai. 

Mr.  WBLLER  moved  to  lav  it  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HOLMES  objected  to  the  reception  of  the 
resolution. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  it  was  received,  the 
previous  question  havin;^  been  called  on  it. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR,  of  New  York,  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nitys;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  WELLER  observed  that,  if  the  gentleman 
wanted  a  direct  vote  on  his  resolution,  he  would 
withdraw  the  motion  to  law  it  on  th«  table.  He 
waa  oppoaed  to  all  humbugs  of  this  sort,  and 
would  vote  asainst  the  resolotion. 

Mr.  LEWIS  said  that  be  had  objected  to  the 
resolution. 

TheSPEAKER  replied,  that  the  previous  qjties- 
tioiyiaving  been  called  at  the  time  it  waa  offered, 
it  waa  not  in  the  power  of  the  gentleman  to  objea 
to  it. 

Mr.  LEWIS  wished  to  know  if  a  member 
could  offer  a  proposition,  and,  by  calling  the  pre- 
vious question,  put  it  out  of  tlie  power  of  llie  rest 
of  the  atcmbers  to  object  to  it  ?    If  this  could  be 


done,  the  right  of  the  House  to  object  waa  worth 
nothing.  Mr.  L.  appealed  from  the  decision  of 
the  Chair. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  point  had  been  settled 
by  repeated  decisions  of  the  House. 

Mr.  LEWIS  then  observed,  that  if  the  point 
bad  been  decided  by  the  House,  he  would  with- 
draw his  appeal;  but  if  such, were  the  rules,  he 
would  not  give  a  farthing  for  the  right  of  the 
House  to  object  to  the  reception  of  any  paper. 

On  putting  the  question, "  Will  the  House  sec- 
ond the  demand  for  the  previous  question?"  the 
vote  was — ayes  51,  noes  74. 

So  the  second  to  the  previous  question  was  re- 
fused; and  the  resolution  went  over  on  notice  of 
debate. 

Mr.  SARNARD  submitted  the  following  res- 
olution, and  called  for  the  previous  question: 

Kesolced,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be  inatraet- 
ed  to  report  to  this  House  an  amended  bill,  in  place  of  bill 
No.  196,  *'  making  oppropriation  for  the  improvement  of 
certain  iHirbors  and  rivers,"  which  shall  include  in  said  bill 
No.  196  an  nppropriatina  fbr  condnuiog  tbe  improveatehl 
of  the  Hudson  river  above  and  below  Albsay,  of  aacb 
ainonnt  as  the  committee  may  deem  npedieat. 

Mr.  HALE  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table;  bat 
subsequently  withdrew  his  motion. 

The  question  was  put  on  tbe  second  to  the  pre- 
vious questian. 

Messrs.  Wentwoktb  and  Dellct  were  ap- 
pointed tellers;  and  they  reported — ayes  33,  noes 
84. 

So  there  was  no  second. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  then  expressed  his  desire  to 
debate  that  resolution;  and  it  went  over  in  conse- 
quence. 

Mr.  CLINTON  aubmitted  a  resolution  to  fix 
the  first  three  days  of  the  month  of  April  for  ter- 
ritorial basiness. 

Mr.  A.  V.  BROWN  said  it  was  usual  to  fix 
three  days  of  every  session  for  the  consideration 
of  territorial  business,  and  he  hoped  the  resolu- 
tion would  not  be  objected  to. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BIDLACK  submitted  a  r«aolatioa,  th« 
purport  of  which  waa  not  obtained.  It  was  ob- 
jected to,  and  consequently  went  over. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  C.  M.  REED,  it  waa 

Rentvedt  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  an  appropria- 
tion to  improve  the  barlwrat  the  moatKof  Elk  ereek,  on 
Lake  Erie,  a(rea<bljr  to  survey*  made  by  Die  United  BMtes 
engineers. 

On  notion  of  Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL,  it  was 

Retohtd,  That  tin  President  b«  requested  to  eOBonml- 
cate  to  Congress  (if  not  ineonaistent,  in  Ms  opinioa,  wHIi 
tbe  public  interest)  the  correspondeace  between  tlie  Becre- 
ury  of  State  and  the  United  Statu  Minister  at  Loadon,  and 
lielween  the  iwb  Govemmcnu  of  tbe  United  States  tuid 
England,  relative  to  the  colony  of  Liberia,  in  Africa. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HOPKINS,  it  was 
Reooloed,  That  the  Comaiitleeon  BevolMionary  Pensloa* 
be  iaatrncied  to  Inqulta  into  the  Mpedlenayof  eMablisbint 
apeaaion  aseacy  at  WytbeviUe,  Virginia,  for  tbe  eoualie* 
of  Lee,  Scott,  Busaell,  Taaewell,  Meioer,  Giles,  Putaaki, 
Montgomery,  Carroll,  Grayaoa,lVyibe,8m7ltae,  and  Waab- 
ingtoa. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  STEBNROD,  it  waa 

Retolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Poal  OSlce  and  Post 
Itoada  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  eatablisbing  a.  post 
Tonte  Itom  New  Maitlnavillc,  Virginia,  via  Biitenvllle,  in 
Virginia,  la  Farkerabaff. 

Mr.  HUNT,  of  New  York,  offered  the  follow- 
ing; which,  being  objected  to,  lies  over  one  day: 

Ketolced,  That  tbe  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to  com 
nranicate  to  this  Hoase  each  information  as  may  be  la 
possessinn  of  the  Departmeat  in  rohtUon  to  the  niliiarj 
escort  of  traders  from  Independence,  Missouri,  to  tbe  Mex- 
ican line,  on  the  route  to  Santa  F^,  including  the  reporta 
of  the  officer  commanding  tbe  escort,  and  all  ordera  issued 
la  telatiaa  iberMe. 

Mr.  KENNEDY,  of  Manrland,  wished, 'before 
ofierittg  a  resolution  which  be  held  iik  his  band, 
to  inquire  from  the  chajrman  of  the  Committee 
on  Commerce,  whether  that  committee  proposed 
to  make  any  report  on  the  subject  of  reciprocity 
treaties  > 

Mr.  HOLMES  was  tinderstood  .to  reply  tliat 
that  aubject  waa  in  the  hands  of  a  tnemberof  the 
committee  to  make  a  report  thereon. 

Mr.  KENNEDY,  of  Maryland,  then  remarked 
that  he  presumed  it  would  not  be  objectionable  to 
the  committee  if  the  House  gave  the  instructions 
which  were  contained  in  the  resolutions  which 
he  offered,  as  follows: 

Resoloedf  Thai  the  Committee  on  Commerce  lie  In- 
atiucle<  10  ia^ulie  iul*  tbe  expedieacy  of  reporting  Uie  M' 


lowlog  Jeiol  moloiioB  in  rtferane*  to  etrais  laeipnciiy 
Keaties : 

Resoteeii  hy  the  Senate  and  IIou$e  of  Represeniatieei  of 
the  United  Stales  of  America  in  CongrcM  assembtei.  That 
tbe  President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  Is  iiereHy,  re- 
quested, whenever  he  shall  deem  It  compatible  with  tin 
public  interest,  to  make  known  to  tbe  Goveromeais  of  Den- 
mark. Sweden,  the  IJanseaiic  Republics,  Prnssia,  Austria, 
and  'Russia,  in  conformity  with  the  atipulatiotts  of  the  ez- 
isUl^  eouimerctal  treaties  b«iweea  aaid  Govennnenls  Bad 
•he  united  States,  tbe  desire  and  intcutioB  af  tbisGorera- 
ment  to  tertaiaate-such  commercial  ueaties  now  In  ibrca 
between  said  Governmenta  and  the  United  States  as  bava 
contracted  to  allow  the  partlas  thereto  to  Impoit  on  eqgal 
terras,  as  regarda  duiiea  on  merctaaiHlise  aad  teuaage,  eacb 
into  the  ports  of  tbe  other,  gfMds,  wane,  and  narobandiK, 
otiier  Ihsu  those  of  the  growth,  produce,  at  manubeture  of 
the  nation  in  whose  vessels  tbe  same  are  borne. 

a.  Be  it  farther  rttotved,  That  in  aH  Ailnre  negedaUedB 
wbicb  may  be  opeaed  ititb  the  albraaaid  Oovenunents,  or 
any  other,  it  la  tbe  poUojr  af  the  Uititatf  Stales  to  ooadaa  tha 
privilege  of  reciprocal  importation,  oa. equal  temu  is  to 
goods  and  sliipping,  to  goods,  wares,  and  nierchiDdiae,  tiM 
product  of  tbe  oowitriea  frera  whence,  and  i«  wboee  ships, 
tbey  are  imported,  or  t»  the  product  of  aoeb  contigBMis 
countries  thereto  as  usually  carry  on  their  coouawca  IbiOU^ 
tlie  same. 

The  resolutions  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BARRINGER  effei«d  tW  foUowing; 
which,  being  objected  to,  Kea  over  one  day: 

Retolred^  TliM  the  Secretary  of  ilieTreasary  bedineted 
to  furnish  ihis  Boose  Willi  a  copy  at  Ike  repnn  and  aecoai- 
panying  documenu  mads  by  Williaai  Gibto  llcHiel,  laia 
President  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Coaipaav, 
addressed  to  the  Goramor  of  Maryilut,  if  a  co^y  of  said 
report  and  documents  be  in  poaaeaaiou-of  tbe  sud  Secta- 
tary. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  offered  the  following;  which,  - 
being  ol^e<:ted  to,  ties  over  one  day: 

RoolMd,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Aflkln  be  ia- 
atructcd  to  inquire  iato  the  eapeiHesicr  of  anthotbung  the 
employment  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States  of  a  sufScienl 
aaaiier  of  Waekainltka,  lo  be  appointed,  and  toiaak  hi  the 
•ame  manner,  a*  earpeaiera  ia  tbe  like  service.  Aad  that 
they  also  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  aboUshiog  tbe  oOoa 
of  port  captain  in  the  Navy,  and  tbe  receiving  vesseli  at 
Boston,  New  York,  and  Norfolk,  aad  of  aatag  tin  erdbMiy 
vessels  now  at  tboae  yarda  in  lieu  of  ttieiD.  . 

Mr.  HOLMES  offered  the  foUowing  lesolu- 
tion,  and  callej  for  the  previona  question: 

Reiotved,  That  the  people  of  the  slaveholdinf  States  and 
Territories  of  Ihia  Union  and  Die  District  of  OotmnMabava 
a  ligbt  not  only  to  tliek  property  In  staves,  bat  to  their  en- 
joyment of  that  right  in  peace,  aamoleated  by  Federal  ae- 
Uoii;  and  that  the  receipt  or  any  petition,  aseaioiial,  or 
resolution,  tooching  that  rigbl,  Is  an  inlVaeiioii  of  the  Con- 
stituUon,  a  gross  latefftrence  with  the  rigtHa  of  tbe  8Mes, 
and  a  distoibanee  of  Um  peace  and  aafety  of  the  Uataa. 

Mr.  HUNT  leaved  to  lay  the  resolution  «poa 
the  table. 

Mr.  HOLMES  deioanded  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  HUNT  then  withdrew  hia  roolioo.      ■ 

Upon  seconding  the  demand  for  the  previous 
question,  tellers  were  demanded;  and  Measit. 
BcLSBR  and  Haralsoh  were  appointed. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  suggested  that  tbe  toola- 
tion  be  modified  so  as  to  read,  "  an  infraction  of 
the  ■  spirit'  of  the  Constitution."  The  modifica- 
tion waa  refused. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  desirwl  to  debate  the  res- 
olution, add  he  desired,  thenfon,  it  aliould  be 
laid  over. 

The  SPEAKER  observed  that  it  was  now  too 
late,  as  the  previous  question  hsd  been  deoanded. 

TU«  votes  were  counted,  and  reported  by  the 
tellers,  as  follows— S9  in  tiie  affirniative,  and  54 
in  tbe  Begdiive. 

There  beinga aeeond. 

The  SPEIAKER  announced  Uie  question  now 
to  be,  "  Shall  the  main  question  now  be  put.'" 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  moved  to  Uy  the  onestioo 
upon  tbe  table;  and  «pon  tbia  motion  tbe  Teas 
and  naya  were  ordered. 

Mr.  WlNTHBOP  deairsd  to  make  an  inquiry 
Rspecting  the  admiaaibiiity  of  this  reaohiuon 
nntier  the  3Ut  rule.    [A  laugh.] 

The  SPEAKER  retmirked  tltat  he  did  not  con- 
sider the  resolution  aa  interfering  with  that  rale. 

The  yeaa  and  naya  were  then  taken;  and  re- 
sulted— yeas  63,  oaya  105;  aa  follows: 

YEAS— Meaam. Abbott,  Beaton,  Jamea  Black,  RIackwell, 
Jacob  Brinkerboff,  Bmdhead,  Boinngton,Cary,Coles,  Dana, 
Ricbaid  D.  Davia,  Dean,  Oaalsp,  Blnar,  FUtee,  Foaier, 
Byram  Green,  Bale,  HamHa,  Hardia,  Hayis,  Heirick,  Hop- 
kins, Hu^lt,  Hungeribrd,  Waablngtoa  Hunt,  Janes  B. 
Hunt,  Joaepb  K.  Ingersoll,  Jenks,  Cave  Jobnaon,  Perley  B. 


sen,  St.  John,  Sample,  Tbomaa  If.  Seymour,  David  L.  Sry- 
mour,  Simons,  John  T.  Smltb,  Thomas  Smltb,  Streniod, 
Andrew  Stewart,  John  Stewart, Bykas,Wbealoa,WiBiaaM, 
Wittiaai  Wright,  and  Yeet-«3. 
NAYS— Messn.  Adams,  Aabe,  AtkinKm,  Baiter,  Bat- 
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riiifrr,  ItKHTdflry,  Brtwr,  Bldlark,  Edwnril  J.  BInck,  Biw- 
»ier,  Bowtin,  Boyd,  Milloii  Dninrn^  WilliAtn  i.  Brown, 
Barke,  Burr,  CstUwell,  CHusin,  Reulifn  CliaptiiAn,  Cliitcli, 
Clinton,  Oiltb,C'nllamer,(Jran.ton.  Cullom,  Uuiiiel,  Garruu 
Davi:',  John  W.  D»vis.  Uuberry.  Diekpy,  Dickinson,  Dil- 
linRlmm,  I)roin|ronlc,  Ellii,  Ficklin,  Fi^h,  Foot,  French, 
GiUilii>g>*,  GrinnoM,  (irider,  Hamin«tl,  Hanilyoo,  Har|*cr, 
Holmcd,  Huge,  Ilourtoii,  liubard,  Hiidi^nM,  HugltcK,  Irvin, 
Aiidrtiw  Joliii,<on,  Georye  W.  JoneM,  Jolm  P.  Kennedy, 
naniel  P-  Kins,  LabrancllP,  l<ewii(,  Luca«,  Lumpkin,  Mc- 
Clernand.  MrCounnll,  McKay,  Mathews,  Josepli  Morris, 
Mniwly,  Newton,  Norrin,  Payne,  Peyton,  Elialm  R.  Pnlirr, 
Eoirry  O.  Pnuer,PreMon,Rnn>«^y,Uiarte8H.  Banl,  David 
B.  Reid,  Ui'dinii.  Ileli'e,  Kliett,  Eockwcll,  Rogen,  aaundcr<, 
li^utur,  Severniice,9im[>.on.  Albert  Smitii,  Caleb  D.  Smith, 
Kobert  Smith,  Srilei^,  Stone,  8u(mneni,TliomaMOn,TIiomp- 
•on,  Tihhatn,  Tiklen,  Tucker,  Tyler,  Vance,  Vinton, 
Wexlwortll,  WeUwnillt  Wliile,  Wiulbrap,  and  Joaeull  A. 
VV  right— 105. 

So  ibe  rooUon  to  lay  oo  the  tabic  wm  negatived. 

Mr.  BELSER  offered  the  rollowing  resolutions 
•a  a  mibsthute  for  that  of  the  gentleman  rrom  Soaih 
Carolina,  (Mr.  Hoi.HEi,]and  asked  him  to  accept 
them  as  a  modification.  Mr.  6.  said  he  would  in- 
form the  Mouse  that  the  reaolutiona  were  the  same 
as  were  adopted  at  the  Democratic  Natinnal  Con- 
Tention,  heM  at  Baltimore  in  May,  1640: 

Resolved,  That  Justice  and  sound  policy  forbid  the  Fed. 
eral  Government  lo  fo^iter  one  branch  of  induiitry  lo  the 
detriment  oranoiber,or  to  ehcrMi  (tie  Interests  of  one  por- 
tion lo  tl,e  tiOarr  **''  aaotlier  portion  or  our  eominoii  cuan- 
try  ;  that  every  citizen  and  every  section  of  tlie  cunniry  luu 
a  rifht  ^o  demand  and  insist  U|>on  an  niunlity  ofriithVi  and 
firivilcfes,  and  to  n  complete  and  ample  prntrction  of  persons 
and  pcnperty  tVnm  dooieslic  violence  or  fnreirn  ngffrpMloil. 

ilessiied.  That  CnngrcM  iMs  no  pownr,  under  the  Coa- 
Mitaiinn,  to  interfere  with,  or  ctmtrul  the  douiesttc  inmiin- 
tioiis of  the  several  States;  and  Ihnt  such  .Stales  are  tl>e 
•ole  and  proper  JutlKeii  of  ^verythiny  a)»penaiiiinf  in  their 
own  afraim,  not  proliibiied  by  the  t;oiistituti<in ;  that  all 
effutta  of  ilie  AboliiinuiaM,  or  othws,  mado  to  iiidoce  Con- 
gress to  interfere  with  questions  of  slavery,  or  to  lake  in- 
cipient  steps  in  rulatinn  thereto,  arc  calcnhited  to  lead  to 
llMt  mom  alanniitf  and  dangerous  e(m*n*fiiiences ;  and  that 
aJI  such  ctTonji  have  an  ineviiahl*  tendency  iniliuiinish  the 
lia^BoMoruie  people,  aiHl  endanger  tliesubilityatwl  per- 
uuineney  of  tlM  Union,  and  nuglit  not  to  be  tinuntt'iiooced 
ky  any  friend  to  our  political  inslitutiona. 

Tliequeaiion  was  put  on  reconsidering  the  TOta 
on  seconding  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  ADAMS  asked  if  it  was  in  order  to  move 
a  call  or  tlie  House  ? 

The  SPEAKER  said 4hat  it  waa  not,  the  pre- 
TJOUB  question  having  been  seconded. 

Mr.  OICKtNSON  moved  to  Iny  the  question 
of  reronsideratioo  on  the  table;  which  was  re- 
jected. 

The  question  being  put  on  reconsiderin*  the 
vote  seconding  the  previous  question,  it  was  car- 
ried— ayes  86,  noes  37. 

So  the  vote  seconding  the  previous  question 
was  retonsidered. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  said  he  was  willin;  to  vote  for 
the  resolution  at  the  proper  time;  but  that  he  was 
not  wilting  to  vote  without  being  heard.  He 
therefore  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  debate  it. 

The  questfon  was  again  put  on  the  second  to 
the  previous  question,  and  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive. 

Mr.  ADAMS  then  gave  notice  of  his  intention 
to  debate  the  resolution;  and  it  went  over. 

Mr.  HOLMES  said  he  would  withdraw  his 
resolution,  and  offer,  as  a  substitute  for  it,  the 
renolutions  just  offered  by  the  gentleman  from 
AlatMtma,  (Mr.  Bel>f.r.] 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  gentleman  having 
offered  a  resolution,  and  notice  of  debate  having 
been  given  on  it,  he  could  not  offer  another. 

Mr.  CRANSTON  moved  that  the  House  ad- 
journ; but  the  yeas  and  nays  being  allied  for, 
witlidrew  his  mntinn. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  then  offered  a  resolution  in 
the  same  words  as  that  nffi-red  by  Mr,  Belser, 
and  called  the  jirevious  question  on  it. 

Mr.  BLACIv  asked  if  it  was  in  order  to  offer 
an  amendment^ 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  it  was  not. 

Mr.  BLACK  asked  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  to  accept  an  amendment  he  wished  to 
ofier  am  a  modification  of  his;  (denying  the  power 
of  Conjtresa  to  legisUta  on  the  subject  of  slavery 
in  the  Territories  and  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia;) and  Mr.  B. 's amendment  having  been  read 
for  information, 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  declined,  saying  that  the 
^ntleman  would  have  an  opportunity  of  offering 
It  himself  when  the  Staje  of  Georgia  waa  ealleiT 

Tlip  question  was  put  on  seconding  the  call  for 
the  previous  question;  and  decided  in  the  affirm- 
ative— ayes  86,  noes  36. 


Mr.  HUNT,  of  New  Vork,  moved  to  fay  the 
resolutions  on  the  table;  which  was  rejected.    - 

The  main  question  having  been  ordereii, 

Mr.  SEYMOUR  called  for  a  division  of  the 
question  on  the  first  and  second  branches  of  the 
resolutions;  which  was  ordered. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  VINTON  called  for  a  further  division  of 
the  question,  so  as  to  take  the  vote  first  on  the 
first  branch  of  the  first  resolution;  which  waa 
also  ordered. 

Thuqueaiion  waa  then  taken  on  the  first  branch 
of  the  first  resolution,  as  follows: 

Retotvefl,  That  Justice  and  sound  policy  forbid  the  Fed- 
eral Government  to  foster  one  branch  of  industry  to  the 
I  dririmeut  of  anotlirr,  or  lo  cherish  the  luteresu  of  one 
(portion  to  the  iiOury  of  auotber  portion  of  our  common 
country. 

Mr.  STETSON  rose,  before  the  vote  was  an- 

I  nounced,  and  said  he  observed  two  of  his  col- 

I  leagues  in  their  setfts  whose  names  were  not  re- 

I  corded — the  one  from  Albany,  the  capital  of  the 

Slate,  and  the  other  from  the  more  western  pari 

of  New  York.  There  was  a  rule  which  required 

all  gentlemen  in  the  House  to  vote  when  their 

names  were  railed;  and, as  this  was  an  important 

stibjcrt,  he  desired  that  his  collcaguea'should  have 

an  opportunity  to  record  their  names. 

(Mr.  S.  waa  anderatooil  to  allude  to  Mr.  Bar- 
nard and  Mr.  Moselct.] 

Mr.  PRATT  desired  to  record  his  name,  and 
he  voted  "ay." 

The  SPEAKER  rose  to  announce  the  vote. 

Mr.  S  TETSON  interposed,  and  said  his  col- 
leagues iind  not  yet  voted. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  he  did  not  feel  at 
liberty  to  call  upon  any  gentlemen  to  vote  unless 
they  themselves  desired  it. 

Mr.  BARNARD  inquired  if  his  colleague  was 
particularly  anxious  tnnt  ho  should  vole  on  the 
abstract  resolutions  of  the  Baltimore  convention, 
although  he  was  not  within  the  bar  when  his 
name  wan  called  ? 

Mr.  STETSON  remarked  that  he  had  no  desire 
on  that  subject  on  any  private  ground,  but  as 
connected  with  the  public  interests. 

Mr.  KENNEDY,  of  Maryland,  made  some 
remark,  which  wns  not  distinctly  heard. 

The  SPEAKKIl  then  announced  the  vote — 
yeas  166,  nays  3;  as  follows: 

VEA!)— Messrs.  Abbott,  Anderi<on,  Atkinson.  Baker, 
BarTiiip.T,  Heard^ley,  Mel,-cr,  Benton,  Bidtnck.  dtWiird  J. 
Black,  James  Black,  Bossier.  Bower,  Bowlin,  Boys'.  Ja«'<ib 
Bniikerboir,  BrotUtuad,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Milton  ItroWB, 
WiUiain  J.  Brown,  Bulf)u;ttnn,  Burke,  Burt,  Caldwell, 
I'ainpholl,  Cury,  Catlin,C.in-.in,  Iteulten  Chiipinan,  Clinch, 
Clingnian,  Clinton,  Cobb,  Coles,  ('otlnnier.  Cranston.  Cn»ss, 
Culluni.  llatin,  Danid,  (Jarrett  Ilnvis,  Bictiard  D.  Dnvia, 
John  VV.  liavis,  lluberry,  Uickey,  UickiiiNoii,  l>illingliain,  . 
Druiuguole,  Diinlap,  Ellis,  Elmer,  Farlee,  Ficklin,  Fi^li, 
Fool,  French, Giddiiigs,  Oyram  Green,  Griiler.  Iliile,  lluin- 
lin,  Haralson,  Hardin,  Harper.  Henley,  Herrick,  Holmes, 
tinge,  Hopkins,  llnustnn,  liubard,  Hnbbell,  lludMm, 
liuglies,  UuiigtTlbrd,  WaMhiagum  Hunt,  James  B.  Hunt, 
Jameson,  Jrnks,  Cave  Johnson,  Perley  B.  Jolinson.  An- 
drew Johnson.  George  \V.  Jones,  Pre.^Ion  Kin;,  Dantcl  P. 
King,  Kirkiiatrick,  Labranche,  Leonnrd,  Lewis.  Lncas, 
Lumpkin,  l«von,  .VfcClellund,  McCleruand,  McCiinncll, 
AlcUuwell.  Mcllvnine,  Ah-Kny,  Mutliews,  Moore,  li^ward 
J.  Morris,  Joiepk  Morris,  Murphy,  Newton,  Norris,Owt>n, 
Pamrenler,  Patlersini,  Paviie,  Peyton,  Emery  D.  Potter, 
Preston,  Purdy,  Ramsey,  Rattabun',  Banner,  l>avkl  S.  Keid, 
Ruding,  UellV,  Iliiell,  Itobinsoii,  BocKwell,  Rogers,  Kil-««ll, 
9t.  John,  Sample,  Saunders,  Sclieuck,  Seiiter,  Tlinwns  H. 
Seyniinir,  David  T..  Seymour,  Simons,  Siinpuin,  Slidell, 
Albert  Sniiih.  John  T.  Smith,  Thomiis  South,  c'nieh  B. 
Smith,  Kokert  Smith,  Steenrad,  Si«tsfM,  Andrew  Stewart, 
Jolm  S.  >wurt.  Stiles,  Sl«me,  Suiuig,  Sunnners,  Taylor, 
Thoina,':^,!!,  TlinnipsfHi,  Tibbattji,  Tilden,  Tucker,  Tyler, 
Vance,  Vinton.  Wcntwnrth,  Weihereil.  Whi-ntnii,  White, 
Woodward,  William  Wnglil,  Joseph  A.  Wright,  and  Yost 
—168. 

NAYS— Mcaars,  Adams,  Grinaell.and  VViutbrop— 3. 

So  the  first  branch  of  the  rasolution  was  adopted. 

The  question  then  recarred  on  the  second 
branch  of  the  resolution,  which  was  as  follows: 

That  every  citizen,  and  every  secllon  of  the  conntry, 
has  the  rigtit  to  demand  and  insist  upon  an  eqimtiiyof  rights 
and  privileges,  and  to  a  complete  and  nmple  protecliwi  of 
penKHis  and  prppeny  fhiai  dmuestlc  violeiwe  or  fo«:l|o  a^ 
grcssion. 

On  this  the  yeas  and  nays  were  taken,  and  re- 
sulted— yeas  171,  nays  none;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Mews,  Abbott.  Anderson,  Asbe,  Atkinson,  Ba- 
ker, Barringer,  Beordsley,  Belser,  Benton,  Bidiacfc,  Edward 
J.  Black,  James  Black,  BInckwell,  Bossier,  Bower,  Bowlin, 
Boyd,  Jacob  BrinkertinlT.  Brodhead,  Aaran  V.  Brown,  Mll- 
toii  Brown,  William  J.  Brown,  Buffingtrm,  Burke,  Burl, 
Caldwell,  Campbell,  Cary,  CnUin,  Causili,  Reuben  Chap- 
man, Clincii,  Clinginan,  Clinton,  Cobb,  Coles,  Coltamcr, 
Cranston,  Cross,  Cullom,  Dana,  Daniel,  Garrett  Davis, 


Richard  D.  Davis,  iolin  W.  Davis;  Deberry,  Dickey,  Dick- 
inson, Drooigoole,  Dimlup,  Elmer,  Farlee,  Ficklin,  Fish, 
Foot,  Fo^ter,  French,  Ciililings.  Grinnell,  Grider,  Hale, 
Hamlin,  Hammcit,  Hnrnlson.  Hardin,  Harper,  llenley, 
Herrick,  Holmes,  Hopkins,  Ihiusom,  Hubnrd,  UubkeU, 
Hudson,  Hughes,  Hungerf.ird,  VVosliinelon  Hunt,  Jninea 
R.  Hunt,  Jasepli  R.  Ingersoll,  Jameson,  Jenks,  Cave  Jolin- 
soo,  Perley  B.  Johnson,  Andrew  Jollnson,  George  W. 
Jones,  John  P.  Keonedf,  Pr«aton  King,  Daniel  P.  King, 
Kirkpatrit-k,  Lnbranclie,  Leonnrd,  Lewia,  I.ncas,  Lijiiii>- 
kjn,  I.yon,  McCIeIland,HcClernand,MeConnell.  McDow- 
ell, Mi-llvaine,  McKay.  Mathew.,  iHoore,  Jnsepli  Morris, 
Morse,  Moseley,  Murpliy,  Nes,  Norris.  Owen,  Parmenter, 
Paitersou,  Payne,  Peyton,  KMsIm  R.  Pi4ter,  Emery  D.  Pot- 
ter, Prnti,  Presinn,  Purdy.  RjilliUua,  Itayner,  Charles  M. 
Reed,  David  S.  Reld,  Reding,  Reim,  Rheii,  Kilter,  Rock, 
well,  Rogers,  Rusself,  St.  John.  Sample,  Raundera,  Schenck, 
Senter,  Sevenuiee,  Thmnas  11.  Seymour,  David  1..  Sey- 
tmnur,  Simons,  Simpson,  Slidell,  Albert  Siniiit,  John  'i\ 
Smith,  Thomas  dmith,  Calih  B.  Smitli,  Robert  Sniilli, 
Steenrod,  Sletjion,  Andrew  Stewart,  John  Stewart,  Stiles, 
Stone,  Strong,  Sinuiners,  Tavlor,  Tlioniasann,  Thompson, 
Tibliatis,  Tucker,  'J>ler,  Vance,  Vinton,  Wenfworth, 
Wlieaion,  While,  Woodward,  Joaeab  A.  Wrifbt,  Siul 
Yo<t— 171. 
NAV3— None. 

The  question  then  being  upon  the  adoption  of 
the  second  resolution, 

Mr.  HARDIN  moved  that  it  be  divided;  ami 
that  the  first  part  end  with  the  word  "  Constita- 
Uon." 

Mr.  RHBTT  asked  (o  be  excused  from  voting 
upon  this  resolution,  for  the  reason  that  it  declare  3 
that  Congress  had  no  power  to  interfere  with 
slavery  in  the  States,  introducing  the  question  of 
jurisdiction;  and  he  did  not  intend,  by  any  vote 
of  his,  to  decide  that  Congress  bad  no  right  to 
control  the  nuestinn. 

.  The  question  was  put,  <*  ^aH  the  ^ntleman 
be  excused  from  voting?"  and  decided  in  the  neg- 
ative. 

Mr.  PAYNE  asked  to  be  extused  from  voting 
for  the  same  reasons  as  those  sssigoed  by  the 
gcnilemnn  from  South  Carolina. 

He  WAS  not  excused. 

Mr.  BLACK,  of  Georgia,  asked  (•  be  excused 
from  voting  because  the  first  part  of  the  resolution 
denied  the  constitutional  power  of  Congress  to 
abolish  slavery  within  tlie  States  of  this  Union; 
and  the  second  part  said  nothing  about  the  eon- 
sliluiional  power,  but  plnced  the  question  wholly 
oil  the  ground  of  expediency,  and  thereby  con- 
ceded lue  constitutional  power  of  Congress  to 
ab(>lish  slavery .  lie  therefore  asked  to  be  ex- 
cused. 

The  question  was  put,  and  he  waa  not  ez« 
cused. 

The  question  recurred  upon  the  first  part  of  the 
second  resolution;  which  is  as  followa: 

RfMheJ,  Tlutt  CongreM  lw«  no  power,  under  the  Con- 
sliintion,  lo  hiterrere  with  or  couirt>t  the  domestic  institu- 
tions of  tlie  several  Sutes ;  and  that  fnvii  Staie.i  an'  tha 
sole  and  proper  Judges  of  everything  appertaining  to  tliuir 
own  nlTairs,  not  prohibited  by  the  Constiiutimi. 

The  yeaa  and  nays  being  taken,  resulted— 
yena  151,  nays  3;  aa  follows: 

VEA9 — Me,<sr>.  Abboit.Anderson,Ashe,Alkinsnn,  Baker, 
Barringer,  ni-lser.  Benton,  Bidiack,  James  Black,  iMuck- 
well,  Bihtsier,  Bower,  Bowlin,  Boyd,  Jacob  Drinkerbofi', 
Bmrihend,  Aartin  V.  Brown,  Milton  Brown,  Willlnm  J. 
Brown,  Bnrke,  Caldwell^  Campbell,  Cary,  t>ulln,  Causin, 
K«uben  tTI)afHnat»,  (happen,  Clinch,  Clingtaan,  Clinton, 
Cobb,  Coles,  CriMs,  Cilllom,  Dana,  Garrett  Davis,  Richard 
D.  Davis,  John  W.  Davis,  Deberry,  Dickey,  Dickinaon, 
Dilllngliam,  Drnmgoole,  Dunhip.Enis,  FJiner,  Farlee,  Flcll- 
lln,  Foster,  French,  Giddmgs,  llvram  Green,  Grider,  Hale, 
Hamlin,  Hatntn«n.  Harnls4tR,  Hardin,  Harper,  Herrtck, 
Holmes,  Hoge,  Hopkins,  Houston,  llnbnrd,  Hnbbell,  Hud- 
son, Hughes,  Huiigerfont,  Wnsbingnm  Hunt.  James  B. 
Hunt,  J'laepli  R.  Ingersoll,  Irvio,  Jamesos,  Jenks,  Cave 
Johnson,  Perley  B.  Johnson,  Andrew  Johnson,  George  W. 
Jones,  Jolin  P.  Kennedy,  Preston  King,  Daniel  P.  King, 
Kirkpauick.  Labranche,  Leonard,  l.ewis,Lttcas,Liimpkin,, 
Lyon,  McClelland,  McClemnnd,  McCoiiiiell,  McDowell, 
Mcllvaine,  McKay,  Matliews,  Moore,  Joseph  Morris,  Mnse- 
ley,  Murphy,  Nes,  Newton,  Norris,  Owen,  Parmenter, 
Peyton,  Emery  D.  Potter,  Preston,  Pnrdy.  Ramsey,  t^arles 
M.  R>:ed.  David  S.  Reid,  Reding,  Itelfe,  Ritter,  Rockwell, 
Rogers,  Russell,  St.  John,  Sample,  Elenter,  Severance, 
I'honias  11.  Seymour,  David  L.  Seymour,  Simons,  8IMr.ll, 
Albert  Smith,  Jolm  T.SmiUigTbomas  Smith,  Robert  Smitli, 
Steenrod,  Siephena,  Stetson,  Andrew  8tewart,iotan  Stew- 
art, Stiles,  Stnne,  Snminei*,  Taylor,  Tlmmaason,  TibbatU, 
Tilden,  Tucker,  VinKih,  Wentwnnh,  Wbeatim,  Wblte, 
William  Wriglit,  Joaenli  A.  Wrigbt,  and  Voit— ISI. 
NAYii — Measni.  Atlant,  Collamer,  and  Vance— 3. 

Mr.  TILDEN  moved  that  the  Houae  adjourn; 
which  was  negatived. 

And  the  question  was  then  pat  apon  agreeing 
to  the  second  port  of  the  resolution,  in  these 
words: 

That  alt  eflbrtt  of  the  Abolitionists  or  others,  made  to 
induce  Congress  to  interfere  with  questions  of  slavery,  of 
to  take  incipient  steps  in  relation  thereto,  are  calculated  to 
lead  to  the  moot  alarning  and  doiigenxis  couaequences,  sad 
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tint  all  aucb  eflbrta  hnve  an  ioevitahle  tendency  to  dimin- 
ish the  happinesa  of  the  people,  and  endanger  the  atability 
and  permanency  of  tlio  Union,  and  ought  not  to  be  coun- 
ttDaoced  by  any  friend  to  our  political  inatitutioiia. 

The  roll  being  called  throueb,  and  before  the 
TOte  wo*  announced  by  the  Chair, 

Mr.  STETSON,  having  quoted  the  rule  in  re- 
lation to  membera  voting,  oWrved  that  two  or 
three  of  his  colleagues  were  present,  and  did  not 
TOte.  He  demanded  that  their  names  be  called 
again.     He  would  name  Mr.  Barnard,  for  one. 

Mr.  BARNARD  said  that  he  was  ui  his  seat, 
heard  his  name  called,  and  declined  voting  for 
reasons  he  would  give,  if  permitted. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  would  not  be  in  order; 
and  if  the  gentleman  desired  to  Tole,  he  would 
direct  his  name  to  be  called. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  insisted  on  the  gentleman's 
name  being  called  again.  The  rule  was  impera- 
tiTC,  and  required  him  to  Tote,  unless  excused  by 
the  House. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  he  had  no  right  to 
call  the  gentleman's'  name  again,  unless  ne  de- 
aired  it;  and  he  then  announced  the  vote — yeas 
128,  nays  23;  as  follows: 

TEAS— Meaara.  Anderann,  Aabe,  Atkinaon,  Bnrringer, 
Beardaley,  Belaer,  Benton,  Bidiack,  James  Black,  Bliick- 
well,  Boaoier,  Bower,  Bowlin,  Boyd,  Jacob  BrinkerhofT, 
Brodhead,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Milton  Brown,  WiJlinm  J. 
Brown,  Burke,  Bun,. Caldwell,  Campbell,  Oailin,  Causin, 
Reuben  Chapman,  Chappell.  Clinch,  Clingmnn,  Clinton, 
Cobb,  Colea,  Croaa,  Culloni,  Dana,  Dnniel,  Garrett  Davis, 
Bichnrd  D.  Davis,  John  W.  Davis,  Dcberry,  Dickinson, 
Dromgoole,  Duntap,  Kllia,  EIroer,  Parlee,  Ficklin,  Fish, 
French,  Byram  Green,  Grider,  ilaJe,  Hauilin,  Hammcti, 
Hairalaon,  Henley,  Uerrick,  Holmes,  Itoge,  Ilopkina,  Hous- 
ton, Hubard,  Hubbell,  Hungerford,  Jame^  B.  Hunt,  Joseph. 
H.  Ingeraolf,  Jameson,  Cave  Johnson,  Andrew  Johnson, 
George  VV.  Jonea,  John  P.  Kennedy,  Preston  King,  Kirk- 
Patrick,  Labrancbe,  Leonard,  Lewia,. Lucas,  Lumpkin, 
Lyon,  ItfcClernand,  McConnell,  McOnwell,  McKay, 
Mathews,  Moore,  Joseph  Morris,  Murphy,  Newton,  Norris, 
Owen,  Payne,  Peyton,  Emery  1).  Potter,  Preston,  Purdy, 
BaUibun,  David  S.  Beid,  Reding,  Kelfe,  Rhett,  Ritter,  Kus- 
aeil,  St.  John,  liaundera,  Senter,  Thomas  U.  Heymour,  Da- 
vid L.  Seymour,  Simons,  Slidell,  Tliomoa  Sniiib,  Robert 
Smith,  Steenrod,  Sieuon,  John  Stewart.  Stiles,  Stone, 
Strona,  Summera,  Taylor,  Thomoaaon,  Thompson,  Tib- 
batta.  Tucker,  Wenlworth,  Wbeaton,  White,  Woodward, 
and  Joaepb  A.  Wright— 128. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Abbott,  Adams,  Baker,  Dickey,  Gid- 
dinga,  Grinncll,  Hardin,  Harper,  Hudson,  Washington 
Hunt,  Irvin,  Perley  B.  Johnson.  Daniel  P.  King,  McClel- 
land, Hcllvaine,  Rockwell,  Bogers,  Severance,  Albert 
Smith,  Tildea,  Vance,  Vinton,  and  Wiatbrop— 33. 

So  the  concluding  portion  of  the  resolution  was 
agreed  to. 
The  House  then  adjourned; 


The  following  petitions,  presented  to-day,  were  banded 
to  tlie  reporters  by  the  members  preseniing  them : 

By  Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana:  The  peiiilon  of  John  D. 
Thomasaon  and  fif\y-elglu  others,  citizens  of  Indiana,  ask- 
ing a  post  route  from  Sinking  Spring  to  Mount  Pleasant,  by 
way  of  Bryantsvltic  and  Dau^herty's  SilinaU. 

By  Mr.  FICKLIN:  The  memorial  of  William  Iligbamith 
and  others,  of  Crawford  county,  Illinois,  asking  a  grant  of 
lands  to  complete  the  national  thoroughfare  between  Lake 
E^e  and  the  Ohio,  by  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of 
ibe  Wabash. 

By  Mr.  HAMLIN:  The  petition  of  Jacob  McGaw  and 
two  hundred  and  seventy-seven  others^  citizens  of  Banjior 
and  vicinity;  Maine,  for  the  aliolltlon  of  spirit  rations  in  tiie 
Navy,  and  lor  a  suitable  substitute ;  which  waa  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

By  Mr.  DODOE,  of  Wisconsin :  The  petition  of  sixty  cit- 
ixena  of  Erie,  Pennsylvania,  asking  Congress  for  an  appro- 
priation for  a  harbor  at  the  town  of  floutbport,  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Wisconsin ;  which  waa  referred  tu  the  Committee 
oh  Commerce. 

Also,  the  petition  of  sixty-nine  eltisens  of  Oswego  eoun  ty, 
State  of  New  York,  asking  Coogreaa  for  an  appropriation 
for  the  conatroction  of  a  harbor  at  the  town  of  Southport, 
western  shore  of  Lake  Michigan,  in  tlie  Territory  of  Wia- 
conoin ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commiuee  oa  Com- 
merce. 

Also^  the  petition  of  three  hundred  and  twenty-two  citi- 
xeuaol  tlieciiy  of  Buffalo,  Erie  county,  Slate  of  New  York, 
asking  Congreaa  for  an  appropriation  for  the  construction  of 
a  hathor  at  tlie  town  of  Souih|iort,  western  sliure  of  Lake 
Michigan,  iu  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin ;  which  waa  re- 
ferred to  ilie  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Also,  the  petition  of  one  bund  red  and  twenty  citizens  of  the 
State  of  Michigan,  asking  Congress  for  an  approi^iation  for 
theconstructiim  of  a  harbor  at  the  townof  8outhport,in  the 
Territory  of  Wisconsin  ;  which  waa  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce. 

Also,  Uie  petition  of  forty- eigh  t  citizens  of  Ibe  city  ofTioy, 
State  of  New  York,  asking  Congrci^s  for  an  appropriation 
for  the  construction  of  a  harbor  at  tiie  town  of  Southport,  in 
the  Territory  of  Wisconsin;  which  waa  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

Also,  the  petition  of  ninety-eight  citizens  of  Cleveland, 
State  of  Ohio,  asking  Congress  for  an  appropriation  for  the 
construction  of  a  liarbor  at  the  town  of  8ouih|iort,  In  the 
Tci^tory  of  Wisconsin ;  which  waa  referred  to  Uie  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce. 

By  Mr.  WIIEATON:  The  petition  of  inhabitants  of  the 
counues  of  Onondaga  and  Cortlandt,  New  York,  aakinf 


thtTeatabliabment  of  a  mail  route  from  Truxton,  In  Cort- 
landt county,  to  Tully,  Onondaga  coiinly.  New  York. 

By  Mr..COBB:  The  petition  of  the  heirs  of  John  For- 
syth, for  indeinnilication  for  property  destroyed  in  the  Creek 
war  by  tiie  United  States  troops. 

By  Mr.  ATKINSON:  Tlic  petition  of  Walter  Gwynn  and 
many  others,  of  Norfolk  county,  Virginia,  praying  for  a  re-  j 
ductronof  ttieduty  on  milroad  iron;  which  waa  referred  to 
the  Cnminittee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Also,  the  petition  of^citizens  of  Accoroac  county,  Vir- 
ginia, for  a  port  of  entry  at  Ifnrntown  ;  which  waa  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Com-rercc. 

By  Mr.  THOMPSON:  The  petition  of  Mary  Hania, 
widow  of  Newsom  Harris,  praying  for  a  pension ;  which 
waa  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions. 

By  Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa:  The  petition  of  the  county 
commissioners  of  Dubuque  county.  In  the  Territory  of 
Iowa,  praying  Congrcsa  for  a  donation  of  two  and  a  half 
lota  in  the  town  of  Dubuque,  on  the  northwest  comer  of 
Seventh  and  Locust  streets ;  which  waa  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Also,  six  petitions  from  citizens  of  Towa,  very  numer- 
ously signed,  praying  Congress  for  a  donation  of  thirty-six 
sections  of  land,  from  unsold  lands  within  the  limita  of  Iowa 
Territory,  in  aid  of  Ibe  Iowa  City  College. 


IN  SENATE. 
TtjESDAT,  Fcbrtiary  27,  1844. 

Mr.  SEMPLE  presented  the  proceedings  of  a 
public  meeting  of  citizens  of  Clark  county,  Illi- 
nois, and  a  memorial  adopted  at  that  meeting  in 
favor  of  an  appropriation  for  the  continuation  of 
the  Cumberland  road;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  EVANS  presented  a  petition  fW>m  Benja- 
min Wyiitl,  prayins  indemnity  for  French  spo- 
liations prior  to  1800;  which  waa  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE  presented  apetition  from 
citizens  of  Macomb  county,  Michigan,  praying 
for  the  erection  of  a  light-bouse,  and  for  remov- 
ing the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  Clinton  river;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Also,  a  petition  from  sundry  citizens  of  Mich- 
igan, praying  further  legislation  to  enable  the  old 
settlers  in  that  State  to  have  their  titles  to  land 
adjusted;  which  was  referred  to  the  Ctimmittee 
on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  the  memorial  of 
a  number  of  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  protest- 
ing, in  the  atrongest  terms,  against  the  repeal  of 
the  duty  on  railroad  iron — a  measure  so  strongly 
urged,  as  they  allege,  by  our  large  and  wealtliy 
incorporated  railroad  companies,  and  English 
manufacturers  and  agents.  They  assert  positively 
that  "  under  existing  laws,  railroad  iron  can  and 
will  be  produced  to  meet  the  entire  wants  of  the 
country;"  and  that  "  works  have  already  been 
established  for  that  purpose,  upon  a  scale  that 
will  compare  with  the  best  establishments  in  Eng- 
land; and,  ere  long,  iron  will  be  produced  from 
them  as  cheaply  here  as  abroad;  and  it  can  now 
be  had  at  twenty  per  cent.  less  than  was  paid  for 
a  similar  quality  of  railroad  iron  seven  years  ago, 
when  it  was  imported  free  of  duty"  "The 
works  referred  to  are  the  Great  Western  Iron- 
works, on  the  Alleghany  river;  the  Montour  and 
Wilkesbarre  Iron-works,  on  the  Susquehanna 
river;  the  Crane  Iron-works,  on  the  Lehigh — 
all  itv  Pennsylvania;  the  Mount  Savage  Iron- 
works, in  the  vicinity  of  Cumberland,  Maryland; 
the  New  Jersey  Iron-works,  at  Boonton;  and 
the  Trcdeear  Iron-works,  at  Richmond,  in  Vir- 
ginia." They  also  state  (and  stale  most  truly) 
that  '*  railroail  iron  wilt  not  be  manufactured,  as 
long  na  a  hope  is  entertained  that  Congress  will 
remit  the  tluiy  upon  this  class  of  iron  to  incor- 
porated companies — all  of  whom  have  imported 
their  iron  under  this  expectation,  and  now  ask 
for  a  legislation  peeuiior  to  itself,  and  which  must 
prove  most  disastrous  to  the  whole  country." 

Mr.  B.  moved  that  this  memorial  be  printed. 
It  contained  much  useful  information;  and  the 
statements  of  the  memorialists,  so  far  as  he  knew 
their  character,  were  entitled  to  the  highest  re- 
spect. He  must  be  permitted  to  aay  that  after 
the  number  of  solemn  decisions  on  this  subject 
which  had  been  made  by  the  Senate  within  the 
last  few  years,  the  bill  recently  reported  by  the 
Committee  on  Finance  was  a  most  extraordinary 
measure.  It  proposed  to  admit  railroad  iron,  for 
the  use  of  all  incorporated  cqmpanies,  free  of 
duty,  for  five  years,  and  then  allowed  them  three 
years,  after  the  period  of  five  yeaia  had  expired, 
to  lay  down  thistron;  thus,  in  substance, exempt- 
ing the  stockholders  in  such  corporations  from 
the  common  duties  paid  by  all  other  citizens  of 
the  country,  for  eight  years. 


The  petition  was  laid  upon  the  table,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WALKER  presented  resolutions  adapted 
by  the  Legislature  of  Mississippi  on  the  subject 
of  a  naval  depot;  instructing  the  Senators  and  re- 
questing the  Representatives  from  that  Stale  to 
use  their  influence  to  have  it  established,  if  pos- 
sible, at  either  of  certain  points  in  the  State  of 
Mississippi;  and,  failing  in  that  object,  to  procure 
ita  establishment  at  Memphis,  Tennessee;  which 
were  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Also,  resolutions  of  that  Legislature  instructing 
the  Senators  and  requesting  the  Repreaentativea 
from  that  Stale  to  use  their  influence  to  procure 
the  establishment  of  certain  mail  routes,  which  it 
was  said  were  of  great  importance  to  the  people 
of  that  State. 

Mr.  W.  moved  that  the  resolutions  be  printed, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  tlie  Post  OfBea 
and  Post  Roads.  He  called  the  attention  of  the 
chairman  of  that  committee  to  the  memorial,  and 
appealed  to  him  and  other  members  of  that  com- 
mittee to  give  the  subject  investigation  at  as  early 
a  period  as  the  business  before  them  would  per- 
mit. 

The  resolutions  were  ao  referred. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  presented  a  memorial  from  cit- 
izens of  Cuyahoga  county,  Ohio,  setting  forth  the 
great  importance  of  the  internal  commerceof  the 
country,  and  of  having  proper  harbors  for  its 
protection,  representing  the  ruinous  condition  of 
the  public  works  in  the  harbor  of  Cleveland, and 
asking  an  appropriation  to  save  ibem  from  de- 
struction. 

Mr.  T.  said  the  memorial  contained  agreatdeal 
of  statistical  information  upon  this  subject,  which 
was  one  of  present  importance,  and  moved  that 
it  be  printed;  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  T.  also  presented  a  letter  from  Leandcr 
Ransom,  one  of  the  ablest  engineers  in  the  West, 
on  the  same  subject;  which  was  referred,  wilh'the 
above  memorial,  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  presented  a  memorial  numer- 
ously signed  by  citizens  of  Savannah,  Georgia, 
asking  for  the  establishment  of  a  steamboat  mail 
line  between  that  city  and  the  city  of  Charleston, 
South  Carolina:  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  BARROW,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  en- 
titled an  act  to  amend  an  act  in  relation  to  lands 
sold  in  the  Greenaburg  (late  St.  Helena)  land 
district,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  author- 
izing a  resurvey  of  certain  lands  in  said  district; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  WOODBURY,  on  leave,  introduced  a  joint 
resolution  providing  for  the  relurn  of  additional 
items  in  the  commercial  statistics;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

Mr.  BAGBY,  on  leave,  introdueed  a  bill  to 
amend  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  carry  into  efi°ect, 
in  the  Slates  of  Alabama  and  Misaiainppi,  the 
existing  contracts  with  those  States  in  regard  to 
the  five  per  cent,  fund,  and  school  reservation; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

NOTICES  OF  BILLS. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  gave  notice  that  he  would,  to- 
morrow, ask  leave  to  introduce  a  joint  resolution 
concerning  dew-rotted  hemp. 

Mr.  FULTON  gave  notice  that  he  intended  to 
introduce  a  bill  concerning  land  claima  in  Ark- 
ansas. 

REPORTS  FROM  COHMITTEKS. 

Mr.  BERRIEN,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reported  back,  without  amendment, 
the  bill  concerning  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  DRAYTON,  from  the  nine  eommittee, 
made  an  adverse  report  on  the  memorial  of  David 
C.  Wilson,  Ute  marshal  of  Delaware,  piayinS 
for  an  allowance  for  office  rent. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED' 
On  motion  of  Mr.  SEVIER,  leave  was  granted 
to  withdraw  from  the  files  the  petition  and  papers 
of  Governor  Cross,  of  Arkansas,  with  a  view  of 
having  his  claim  settled  at  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment. 
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Oil  motion  of  Mr.  PHELPS,  lh«  Cnmmittee 
on  Paieiits  nnd  llie  Patent  Office  wns  diacliniged 
from  the  petition  of  llie  heirs  of  Unniel  Petii- 
lioiip,  prwying  compeiisu'.iciit  for  the  osc  in  the 
Capit"!  oi  certain  air  furiiaceg;  and  it  was  re- 
furrcd  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Buildings 
and  Grounds. 

PATENT  OKFICB  RBPORT. 

Mr.  PHELPS  said  he  had  been  instructed  by 
the  Committee  on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office 
to  move  the  printing  of  'he  report  of  the  Com- 
inissioner  of  Patents,  with  fifty  additional  copies 
for  the  use  of  the  Patent  Office,  and  fifieen  hun- 
dred copies  for  the  use  of  the  Senaie — omitting 
the  list  nf  patents  expired,  and  the  list  of  claims 
for  patents  rjected. 

Mr.  KING  said  he  was  willing  to  print  as  many 
of  this  report  as  was  necepsary  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate,  and  to  give  information  to  the  country. 
He  would  like,  however,  for  the  Senator  to  e^- 
plain  the  object  for  printing  such  a  large  number 
extra. 

Mr.  PHELPS  replied  that  he  could  explain. 
In  proposinj;  to  print  an.  extra  number  of  copies, 
the  committee  proposed  to  omit  a  grtat  part  of  it, 
comprising  the  list  of  patents  expired,  and  nf  the 
list  of  claims  for  patents  rejected.  By  omitting 
this  portion  of  the  documents,  they  retained  only 
the  agricultural  and  manufacturing  statistics, 
which  the  Commissioner  furnished  agreeably  to 
nn  act  of  Congress  of  1S39.  The  document  which 
hK  wished  to  liave  printed  contained  very  useful 
Btnlistical  information  for  the  country;  and  he 
knew  from  his  own  experience,  that  the  number 
usually  printed  was  not  sufficient.  He  had  been 
called  upon  by  his  own  coiistituetits  forcopidsuf 
this  documoiit;  and  he  bad  always  found  that  the 
■iitmber  of  copies  with  which  he  was  furnished 
was  not  sufficient  to  supply  their  wants.  He 
ventured  lu  say  that  the  information  contained  in 
this  doeument  was  of  vast  importance,  and  that 
it  would  be  useful  to  the  country  to  have  it  dis- 
■eminulcd. 

Mr.  KING  observed  that  the  gentleman  him- 
self, who  was  chairman  of  the  committee,  had 
nitt  had  an  opportunity  of  makingnn  examination 
which  would  enable  him  to  speak  accurately  on 
llitr  subject.  Now,  he  always  thought  that,  bc- 
fure  the  ijenate  ordered  an  extra  number  of  copies 
of  any  document  to  be  printed,  some  plausible 
reason  should  be  given  to  show  the  necessity  for 
8uch  an  order.  He  had  no  disposition  to  throw 
any  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  printing  of  all 
iis<;ful  matter,  which  it  was  advisable  should  be 
disseminated  throughout  the  country;  nor  would 
he,  on  this  occasion,  make  any  proposition  that 
wiiuld  defeat  the  object  of  the  Senator,  [Mr. 
PtiCLPS.]  He  wialieU,  however,  that  the  matter 
should  b  '  examined  inta.befure  passing  an  order; 
and  with  a  view  to  afford  hiin  an  opportunity  to 
du  so,  he  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  print  on  the 
table,  for  the  present.  He  would  call  it  up  at  a 
reasonable  time,  so  that  no  delay  would  occur  by 
the  motion. 

Mr.  PHELPS  rose  merely  to  explain  to  the 
Senator  from  Alabama  [.Mr.  Kikg]  what  he  had 
intended  toexpluin  before— that,  although  he  had 
not  examined  the  paper  very  minutely,  he  had 
examined  it  so  far  as  to  be  fully  satisfied  that  it 
was  a  very  valuable  public  document;  and  he  had 
also  intended  to  statu,  that  it  wa«  vastly  more  im- 
portant than  the  great  mass  of  trash  which  was 
printed  from  year  to  year  by  the  Senate. 

The  motion  to  print  the  extra  number  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  for  the  present. 
POSTAGE  8V8TBM. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JARNAGIN,  fifteen  hun- 
dred copies  additional  were  ordered  to  be  printed 
of  the  report  of  theCoinmilicc  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads  on  the  subject  of  remodeling  the 
postage  system. 

CAPITOL  RESTAURANTS. 

The  joint  resolution  from  the  House,  so  to 
nmend  the  19ih  joint  rule  as  to.  prevent  tlie  sale 
of  intoxicating  liquors  in  the  Capitol  restaurants, 
was  taken  up,  read  twice,  and  committed  to  liie 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds. 
BILLS  PASXED. 

The  following  engrossed' bills  were  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed: 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretory   if  the  Treas- 


ury to  make  an  arrangement  or  compromise  with 
any  of  the  sureties  on  the  bunds  given  to  the 
I  United  States  by  Snmuel  Swartwoui,  late  collec- 
tor of  the  customs  in  the  port  of  New  York; 

A  bill  to  direct  the  disposition  of  certain  un- 
claimed goiidv,  wares,  or  merchandise,  seized  as 
being  illegally  imported  into  the  United  States; 

A  bill  requiring  one  of  the  judges  of  the  circuit 
court  for  the  District  of  Columbia  to  reside  here- 
after at  Alexandria;  and 

A  bill  10  incorporaft  the  Georgetown  College, 
in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

CUBSAPKAKB  AND  OHIO  RANAL. 

The  engrossed  bill  authorizing  the  transfer,  to 
the  State  of  Maryland,  of  the  stock  held  by  the 
United  States  in  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal, 
on  certain  conditions,  came  up,  and  was  read  the 
third  time;  and  the  question  then  being,  "  Shall 
the  bill  pass  ?" 

Mr.  TAPPAN  made  some  remarks  on  the  im- 
propriety of  making  a  donation  of  this  stock  to 
the  State  of  Maryland,  and  said  he  desired  to  re- 
cord his  vote  against  it,  and  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays;  which  were  ordered  and  taken;  anti  the 
bill  was  passed — yeas  32,  nays  U;  as  follows*: 

YEAd — Mesura.  Archer,  Harrow,  ftaivs,  Biiysrd,  Bfntim, 
Berrien,  nuclliiitsii.  Clayinit,  Critleiiileii.  D;iylim,  EviiitH, 
Posfer,  Prtniei«.  Pulioii,  IlenilrTBori,  J:irtingin.  Kin/, 
^fHn^tn.  Merrictc,  MiMer,  IVsreu,  Flielp4.  I*nrter.  Riven, 
Hvuii»l«,  dttvier,  i^iunuuim,  Sturgeon,  TuUniadge,  Upliaiu, 
Wnlkvr.  and  W'Ktiltrrid)Ee— 3-i. 

NAV8— .M'-fi-r*.  Allen,  Aicliiinn,  Allierlon,  Ilnisby, 
RreeM!,  Palrlfeld,  Hnnaesaii,  Haywood,  Tsppaa,  Woud 
Imry,  and  VVnglii— II. 

RELIEF  TO  CONTRACTORS. 

The  I/ill  to  aflord  relief  to  certain  contractors 
with  the  Government — that  is,  extend  to  them 
the  time  for  fulfilling  the  contracts  for  casting 
cannon  and  bulls,  &.U.,  which  was  under  consid- 
eration at  the  expiration  of  the  morning  hour  of 
yesterday,  came  up  in  order. 

Mr.  bA  VARO  preferred  that  the  Senate  should 
not  progress  in  its  consideration  then.  He  de- 
sireil  further  time  to  perfectan  amitndiiient,  which 
he  intended  to  submit  ill  lieu  of  that  offered  by 
liiin  oip  yesterday.  He  therefore  called  fur  the 
order  of  the  day. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  gave  notice,  if  it  met  with 
the  approbation  of  the  Senator  from  Delaware, 
that  lie  should  ciUl  up  this  bill  on  Monday  next. 

THE  OREGON  QUESTION. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  submitted  Uy  Mr.  Semple,  in  the  fol- 
lowing words: 

ttttoircd.  That  the  Pmidcnt.oftlie  United  Slates  be  re- 
<]U«':-teil  tu  |>ive  iiiHJce  to  the  Dritisli  Government  lliut  it  in 
llie  dettire  ot'llic  GovenitnenI  of  tlif.  IJiiired  Stales  tonnnill 
nnd  alirognle  tin!  provii.ioti«  of  lliff  lliif^l  articlit  of  the  con- 
vuiitioa  voncliidf  d  between  ihe  Gitvi*riiineiit  of  Uie  United 
Stale*  of  AlllericB  nnil  ItiM  Uiitaniiic  Ainjei«ly  Ihe  KuMI  of 
the  ITnited  KiiiKiloin  of  Gn-nt  Hritaiii  niij  Iri-laiid  on  Ihe 
2thh  OcIoIht,  IKIR,  nnd  illdeflliilely  rnnliiined  between  tlie 
Maine  pnrtinti,  vliined  nt  LjundiMi  the  6Ui  August,  1037. 

Mr.  BREESK  expressed  his  obligations  for  the 
courtesy  shown  to  him  in  postponing  the  consid- 
eration of  this  question  yesterday,  and  would 
return  the  only  acknowledgment  in  his  power  by 
making  the  remarks  he  felt  called  on  to  offer  as 
brief  as  the  very  important  nature  of  the  subject 
under  discussion  would  permit.  He  had  no  new 
lights  to  shed  upon  the  subject;  nor  did  he  be- 
lieve the  discussion,  no  matter  to  what  extent  it 
might  be  carried,  would  place  the  question  in  any 
point  that  it  had  not  been  already  presented  in 
by  its  advocates  and  opponents;  but  he  had  some 
views  of  his  own  which,  humble  as  tticy  might 
be,  he  wished  to  present  to  the  Senate.  He  had 
received  instructions  from  the  Legislature  of  Illi- 
nois carefully  to  watch  over  and  strenuously  to 
support  all  measures  introduced  in  this  body  hav- 
ing a  tendency  to  secure  to  the  United  States  the 
sole  and  exclusive  occupancy  of  the  territory  lying 
w^est  of  the  Rocky  Mountains.  It  was  in  that 
body,  ill  common  with  the  entire  people  of  Ihe 
West,  a  consideration  of  th^  greatest  importance, 
as  relating  to  the  honor  and  welfare  of  the  coun- 
try; but  if  he  had  never  received  those  instruc- 
tions, he  would  have  considered  it  a  dereliction 
of  duty  to  let  the  discussion  pasvwithout  taking 
part  in  it,  and  expressing  his  concurrence  with 
the  views  entertained  by  the  Legislature  of  his 
State.  He  felt  and  acknowledged  the  necessity 
I  ofapprnaehingany  st^jcct  involving  the  remotest 
I  cliaiice  of  collision  with  a  foreign  Power,  with 


cool  and  deliberate  caution.  He  would  consider 
it  impolitic  uiid  improper  to  meddle  unnecessarily 
with  the  relations  at'present  existing  between  this 
country  and  foreign  Powers.  He  would  be  the 
last  to  advocate  such  a  course,  knowing  that  it 
was  impossible  to  say  mtbere  war  heedlessly  en- 
tered into  would  terminate;  but  he  thought  tbo 
gentlemen  who  seemed  to  have  so  sensitive  a 
dread  of  the  horrors  of  a  contest  with  England, 
were  operated  on  more  by  visionary  apprehen- 
sions than  any  reality  gave  cause  for.  In  view- 
ing this  important  question ,  and  the  results  of  the 
resolution  now  uniJer  consideration,  he  thought 
our  judgment  should  have  cool  play,  and  that  no 
healed  imugination  should  carry  us  from  looking 
at  it  in  its  true  colors.  It  was  only  necessary  to 
give  it  a  careful  examiitation ,  a  dispassionate  con- 
sideration, to  show  Ihe  fears  of  those  gentlemen 
to  be  founded  on  merely  a  supposititious  basis. 

Those  gentlemen,  in  their  arguments,  dwell  on 
the  horrors  of  a  war,  a^  if  giving  the  notice  re- 
quired by  this  resolution  must  inevitably  be  fol- 
lowed by  a  breach  of  the  peaceful  relations  now 
existing  between  this  country  and  Great  Qriiain. 
The  honorable  Senator  from  Massachusetts 
started  with  the  proposition  that  if,  by  giving  this 
notice,  we  terminated  the  convention  of  1818,  or 
sqch  portion  of  it  as  related  to  the  joint  occu- 
pancy, we  stood  pledged,  in  theJ°ace  ofall  the  na- 
tions on  earth,  to  enforce  the  sole  occupancy  by 
force  of  arms.  But  he  did  not  think  there  was 
any  foundation  forsuch  proposition;  and,  to  show 
how  much  that  honorable  Senator  was  mistaken 
in  supposing  war  to  be  the  inevitable  consiquenco 
of  our  giving  such  notice,  he  would  review  the 
causes  which  led  to  the  convention;  and  in  doini; 
so,  inquire  into  what  claims  Great  Britain  had, 
or  advanced,  to  the  disputed  country  before  tho 
treaty  of  Ghent.  At  the  time  of  the  exccuiiun  of 
that  treaty,  there  was  no  special  claim  advanced 
by  Great  Britain,  nor  wns  there  anything  ex- 
pressly determined  by  either  country  as  a  mark 
of  possession  west  of  the  bounduiy  line.  No 
proposition  was  ever  made  by  England  relative 
to  the  territory  west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains; 
and  when  our  minister  at  the  Court  of  England 
received  instructions  to  bring  this  matter  to  a 
settlement,  and  offered,  in  accordance  with  the 
instructiims  he  had  received,  to  give  to  England 
from  490  north  latitude,  no  claim  did  she  then 
make  to  the  country  now  in  dispute;  but  rejected 
the  negotiation,  because  we  would  not  agree  to 
her  audacious  demand  of  the  free  navigation  of 
the  Mississippi,  which  she  required  for  the  pur- 
pose of  extending  her  power  and  influence  to  the 
iPacific.  This  was  her  sole  and  avowed  reason 
for  rejecting  the  offer  then  made.  She  required 
the  free  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  anil  that 
no  true  American  would  ever  yield  to  her,  or  any 
other  foreign  Power. 

He  had  no  wish  to  cast  censure  on  tliose  who 
were  engaged  in  those  negotiations;  but  he  could 
not  but  express  his  conviction  that  the  first  great 
eiTor — an  error  to'which  must  be  attributed  any 
evil  that  may  follow  action  on  this  sniiject — was 
in  those  negotiations  admitting  that  Great  Britain 
had  even  the  shadow  of  a  title  to  the  lands  west 
of  Ihe  Rocky  Mountains.  They  should  have 
taken  stronger  ground,  and  openly  and  fearlessly 
denounced  the  unfounded  pietensions  of  Great 
Britain.  They  should  have  taken  stand  on  the 
right  of  discovery  in  1792;  the  cession  to  us  of 
Louisiana  in  1603;  the  occupation  by  an  Amer- 
ican furcompany  in  the  years  1810  and  1811;und 
the  rightswhich  such  possessions  gave.  Thosear- 
gumcnts, if  used,  would  have  been  more  than  suffi- 
cient to  justify  them  in  not  listening  to  the  claims 
set  up  by  England.  Had  they  done  so,  the  embar- 
rtissments  that  now  suiTounti  us  would  never  have 
occurred.  There  was  no  definitive  line  marked 
by  ihia  treaty;  everything  was  left  ojien,  and 
nothing  absolutely  denied  to  England  but  the  free 
navigation  of  the  Mississippi.  All  that  was  taken 
by  either  party  during  the  war  was  to  be  uncondi- 
tionally delivered  up  to  its  former  possessor;  no 
reservations  Were  made  except  in  regard  to  cer- 
ta'in  islands  in  the  Atlantic,  which  were  specifi- 
cally set  forth;  and  it  may,  perhaps,  be  advanced 
in  excuse  for  those  engaged  on  our  side,  in  bring- 
ing this  treaty  to  a  conclusion,  that,  at  that  time, 
they  could  have  had  no  idea  of  what  the  few  suc- 
ceeding years  have  done  in  filling  up  the  vast 
West,  and  creating  a  desire,  not  to  be  resisted, 
of  emigration  still  further  west.    This  may  bo 
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advnnccd  as  nn  excuM  fnr  them  in  not  settling 
beyond  doubt,  nt  that  time,  our  claim  to  a  coun- 
try which  they,  perhaps,  thought  worthless,  and 
never  to  be  required  by  our  people.  That  claim, 
if  then  made,  would  not  have  been' denied;  and 
there  would  now  be  no  doubts  to  solve  on  the 
subject.  England  dreamed  not  then  of  claiming 
what  she  seeks  for  now.  Nor  did  she  at  a  later 
period;  for  when,  in  1817  and  1818,  public  atten- 
tion began  to  be  excited,  and  the  British  Minister 
in  Waahini'lon  learned  that  it  was  in  cnntcmpla- 
lion  to  send  an  armed  ship  for  the  protection  of 
Astoria,  he  earnestly  insisted  against  it,  on  the 
ground  tliat  we  had  no  right,  inasmuch  as  it  was 
always  a  part  of  the  dominions  of  his  Britannic 
Majesty;  but  on  informing  Lord  Castlereagh, 
then  Secretary  of  the  foreign  department,  he  re- 
ceived instructions  to  give  no  further  opposition, 
Bs  England  had  no  claim. 

The  treaty  of  the  6th  October,  1818,  does  not 
discover  reservations  of  any  kind;  and  no  matter 
what  the  secret  instructions  of  thje  British  Minis- 
ter might  have  been,  they  can  have  no  bearing 
on  the  subject.  It  cannot,  therefore,  be  supposed 
that  England,  with  her  well-earned  character  for 
diplomacy,  would  have  let  this  treaty  be  executed, 
if,  in  good  faith,  she  believed  herself  entitled  to 
any  portion  of  the  country  west  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  without  specifically  setting  forth 
those  rights,  and^uardin?  them  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  she  did  the  islands  before  spoken  of  by 
snecial  reservation.  It  seems  not  only  remarka- 
ble, but,  with  her  well-known  acutenets,  impos- 
sible, that,  if  she  believed  herself  entitled  fairly 
to  that  country,  she  would  have  suffered  this 
treaty  to  be  perfected  without  embodying  and 
fully  selling  forth  therein  her  claims.  While 
negotiations  were  pending  in  London,  between 
Messrs.  Rush  and  Gallatin  on  the  part  of  Amer- 
ica, and  Messrs.  Goulbourn  and  Robinson  on  the 
part  of  England,  one  of  the  first  diffirulties  was 
to  settle' the  northern  boundary;  and  it  was  pro- 

f>osed  by  us  to  fix  it  at  a  parallel  of  49°  north 
atilude,  although  our  right  to  settle  it  at  SIO  was 
not  then  disputed.  Bui  how  was  this  liberal  prop- 
osition met  by  England?  By  the  exorbitant  de- 
mand of  a  free  navigation  of  the  Mississippi — a 
demand  which  England,  when  making  it,  well 
knew  could  not  be  received,  could  not  be  enter- 
tained for  a  moment.  It  was  strange,  the  answer 
received  to  our  more  than  liberal  proposition;  it 
showed,  on  the  part  of  England,  no  disposition  to 
settle  the  boundary  question;  it  was  to  her  in- 
terest to  let  it  lie  as  it  was,  as  it  is  her  interest 
now  to  let  matters  rest  as  they  are. 

Mr.  B.  here  entered  into  a  review  of  the  prin- 
ciple of  right  of  possession  by  contiguity,  and 
maintaineti  that  it  was  only  allowed  by  the  old 
laws,  when  the  vacant  country  so  to  be  taken 
possession  of  was  unclaimed  by  others,  and  with- 
out a  population  to  cultivate  or  bring  forth  its  re- 
sources. On  this  principle,  Englnnd,  then, could 
rest  no  claim.  She  cared  not  how  long  we  re* 
maineit  inactive.  The  longer.so,  the  better  for 
her.  Her  subjects,  while  things  remained  qui- 
escent, enjoyed  all  the  advantages  of  citizenship. 
They  reaped  rich  harvests;  and,  from  the  pecu- 
liar advantages  they  enjoyed  from  their  Govern- 
ment, they  were  enabled  to  put  all  competition  at 
defiance,  and  leave  no  chance  of  fortune  for  any 
without  their  own  pjtie.  During  the  negotiations 
It  was  hinted,  by  the  British,  that  the  Columbia 
river  would  forn;  an  excellent  national  boundary; 
but  they  would  agree  to  nothing  that  would  not 
leave  the  mouth  of  that  river  open  in  common  to 
both;  thus,  at  that  early  day,  evincing  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  vast  importance  of  the  possession  of 
that  point.  But,  notwithstanding  that  knowl- 
edge,and  notwithstanding  the  further  knowledge 
of  the  advantages  which,  from  her  acknowledged 
diplomatic  skill,  she  might  insure  by  defining  the 
boundary  to  the  parallel  of  49°  north  latitude, 
which  would  give  her  an  opportunity  to  creep  in 
on  the  territory  of  Russia,  still  she  sought  the 
free  navigation  of  the  Mississippi. 

Afterthis  convention,  in  which  n^  one  can  per- 
ceive the  shadow  of  a  claim  advanced  by  Great 
Britain  we  strengthened  our  title  to  a  degree  per- 
fectly incontrovertible  by  the  treaty  with  Spain 
of  1819,  in  which  she  ceded  to  us  her  rights  fully 
as  she  possessed  them,  to  all  the  territory  north 
of  430.  This,  had  we  no  other  claim,  would  be 
more  than  sufficient. 

In  the  message  of  President  Monroe,  in  the 


year  1830,  he  called  the  attention  of  the  Legisla- 
ture to  the  subject  now  under  consideration,  and 
recommended  the  erection  of  military  posts  in  the 
territory;  he  did  this  when  the  convention  was 
but  newly  entered  into,  and  when  its  provisions 
and  intentions  were  fully  understood  by  all;  and 
it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  he  would  have  done 
so,  if  not  firmly  convinced  not  only  of  the  right, 
but,  further,  of  that  right  bein»  acknowledged. 
This  shows  the  important  liglit  in  which  the 
subject  was  viewed  twentyjbur  years  back;  but 
it  does  not  show  that  this  recommendation  of- 
fended the  pride  or  wounded  the  dignity  of  Great 
Britain,  or  bfoijght  on  us  the  horrors  of  a  war; 
all  of  which  it  is  now  pretended  we  will  do  by 
giving  to  her  a  simple,  peaceable,  and  legitimate 
notice. 

In  1834,  when  Mr.  Rush  was  engaged  in  ne- 
gotiations in  London  with  Mr.  Huskisson  and 
Mr.  Stratford  Canning,  he  was  melon  the  thresh- 
old of  those  negotiations  by  the  important  por- 
tion of  President  Monroe's  message  in  1823, 
which  emphatically  declares  that  no  part  of  this 
cnntinentshall  cwrbeopened  to  European  coloni- 
zation; and  from  that  day  to  this,  and  forever, 
Americans  are  committed  to  that  avowal;  they 
are  bound  to  the  principle,  and  cannot  depart 
from  it.  "  No  part  of  this  continent  shall  ever 
be  opened  to  European  colonization."  It  has 
been  brought  forward  frequently  since,  and  he- 
fore  the  nations  of  the  earth  we  stand  avowed  to 
support  it.  It  was  this  that  led  us  to  offer  to 
make  common  cause  with  the  South  American 
republics,  if  they  would  agree  to  resist  European 
colonization.  What  has  prevented  Great  Britain 
from  taking  possession  of  the  mouth  of  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico,  which  it  is  admitted  she  could  have 
done  long  ere  this?  Nothing  but  the  moral  force 
of  this  declaration.  As  long,  then,  as  we  hold 
valuable  our  honor — as  long  as  we  hold  dear  our 
integrity  and  character  as  a  nation — so  long  will 
we  stand  firmly  by  it — so  long  will  we  oppose 
European  colonizotion  on  any  part  of  our  conti- 
nent. This  declaration  was  met  then  by  Mr. 
Huskisson  and  Mr.  Canning  by  a  counter  declar- 
ation that  they  were  wholly  unprepared  to  admit 
the  doctrine  of  President  Monroe,  as  thefe  were 
portions  of  this  continent  now  as  open  to  coloni- 
zation as  they  were  at  any  other  time  in  the  his- 
tory of  tite  world.  Mr.  B.  went  on  to  show  that 
England,  all  through  those  negotiations,  never 
attempted  to  set  forth  any  positive  or  specific 
claim,  as  she  would  undoubtedly  have  done  had 
she  the  right;  but  on  the  contrary,  avoided  nlind- 
ing  to  any  such,  preferring  remaining  quietly  in 
possession  to  opening  any  inquiry,  which  she 
knew  would  result  in  leaving  her  without  the 
vestige  of  a  title  to  the  occupancy  of  even  a  frac- 
tional part  of  the  territory.  If  a  proposal  had 
been  then  made  to  end  the  agreement  which  we 
now  seek  to  put  an  end  to,  it  would  not  have  been 
received  as  a  declaration  of  war;  and  why  should 
it  be  so  now  ?  After  describing  the  treaty  which 
sprang  up  from  our  new  relations  with  Russia  in 
1834,  by  which  we  ceded  to  that  country  all  our 
rights  north  of  540  40'  north  latitude,  Mr.  B. 
proceeded  to  pay  a  high  tribute  to  the  eminent 
abilities  and  untiring  industry  shown  by  Mr. 
Gallatin  in  the  execution  of  the  high  and  honor- 
able trusts  reposed  in  him  pending  the  various 
negotiations  in  which  he  was  engaged  as  (he  rep- 
resentative of  his  country. 

It  could  not  be  shown,  in  this  discussion,  that 
Great  Britain,  while  those,  treaties  were  under 
consideration,  even  objected  to  the  erection  of 
military  p^sts;  nor  further,  that  she  objected  to 
the  formation  by  us,  under  our  own  laws,  of  a 
territorial  government;  for  when  reminded  by 
Mr.  Gallatin  that  the  act  of  Parliament  of  1831, 
so  often  referred  to  in  this  discussion,  as  going 
further  with  jurisdiction  than  we  could  by  our 
conslituiionaflaws,  she  made  no  objection  to  (fur 
framing  and  acting  on  such  code  as  to  us  might 
seem  good.  But  the  real  object  of  Great  Britain 
Icakeuout  when  a  bill  was  proposed  to  Congress 
to  establish,  in  addition  to  our  military  posts,  a 
custom-house  at  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia.  This 
was  the  sore  spot — this  was  the  real  but  concealed 
ground  of  oojection.  No;  free-trade  England 
could  not  consent  to  the  imposition  of  duties  by 
an  American  custom-house  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Columbia.  And  why  not?  Was  it  from  a  spirit 
of  philenlhropy ;  was  it  to  encourage  or  better  the 
situation  df  the  hardy  settlers,  withoill  discrimin- 


ation, in  a  yoiin;  and  burrcn  country?  No;  hor 
views  were  widely,  diftercnt.  By  keeping  the 
river  open  to  the  admission  of  all  articles,  tlio 
Northwestern  and  Hudson's  Bay  Comp.nnira  re- 
ceived all  ihey  Required  for  the  carrying  on  their 
operations'  from  Engl.tnd  free  of  duty;  nnil  liy 
this  they  were  enabled  to  defy  competition  on  the 
part  of  our  citizens,  who  enjoyed  no  such  advnni- 
ages.  But  here  the  matter  did  not  rest;  compeii- 
tors  thus  driven  away,  the  country  v/as  left  in 
quiet  possession  of  those  English  companies,  and 
the  grand  object  was  attained  of  holding  the  terri- 
tory without  going  to  the  trouble  or  expense  of 
doing  so  by  military  tenure. 

There  were  no  bills  now  before  the  Senate  to 
establish  either  military  posts  or  a  rustoro-house; 
and  he  felt  a  confidence,  if  such  bills  were  under 
consideration,  England  would  not  offer  any  ob- 
jection to  their  becoming  laws. 

Mr.  BUCliAN.AN,  (from  his  seiit.)  EngUnd 
has  already  upbraided  us  for  not  doing  so. 

Mr.  BREESE.  And  will  continue  justly  to 
upbraid  us  until  we  do  so.  'We  are  told  Grrut 
Britain  never  intended  to  colonize  the  territory; 
and,  1^  a  proof  of  her  intentions,  we  are  referred 
to  a  dispatch  of  Mr.  Gallatin,  in  which  he  ex- 
presses his  opinion  that  Great  Britain  had  then  no 
immediate  intention  of  colonizing;  but  he  goes  no 
further  in  words,  but  leaves  his  opinion  an  to  the 
future  intentions  of  England,  to  oe  guessed  at, 
by  inserting  some  six  or  seven  stars. 

Having  now  given  his  views,  brief  and  imper- 
fect as  they  might  l>e,  of  treaties  subsequent  to 
that  of  Ghent,  in  1814,  he  would  proceed  to  the 
more  immediate  question.  It  was,  to  him,  incom- 
prehensible how  England  could  take  otfense  nt 
our  giving  a  simple  notice,  expressly  provided  for 
in  the  joint  agreement  entered  into  by  bo,lh  na- 
tions— a  notice  which,  if  it  came  from  her,  as  it 
would  be  her  right  to  give  it,  we  certainly  would 
,  feel  no  olTeiise  at.  There  was  no  dispute  about 
our  right  to  give  this  notice.  Why,  then,  the 
opposition  to  it?  Why,  forsooth,  lest  by  exer- 
cising our  acknowledged  right,  we  offend  Great 
Britain. 

The  question,  in  his  opinion,  resolved  itself 
simply  into  this:  whether  it  was  better  to  nego- 
tiate on  the  grounds  of  sole  occupancy,  to  which 
all  allowed  we  were  entitled,  or  on  the  ground  of 
joint  occupancy,  throwing  to  the  winds  our  clainu 
arising  from  discovery  in  1793,  the  cession  of 
Louisiana  in  1803,  our  exploring  and  prior  pos- 
session of  the  country,  the  rights  ceded  to  us  by 
the  treaty  of  Spain,  anil  all  others  susceptible  of 
mainlaininga  title  to  which  Great  Britain  has  not, 
and  never  had,  pretensions.  The  title  of  joint 
occupancy,  as  things  now  existed,  was  a  misno- 
mer. It  was  true,  a  solitary  American  trapper 
or  hunter  might  be  found,  here  and  there,  through 
the  territory ;  but  no  American  citizens  could  settle 
down  and  compete  with  the  favored  English  com- 
panies. Itwassaid  ingivingthisnptice  we  give  of- 
fense to  Great  Britain;  but  for  his  part,  he  thought 
the  contrary;  he  had  a  higher  opinion  of  that  na- 
tion than  to  suppose  her  to  bo  so  far  behind  the 
civilized  world  as  to  take  offense  at  a  simple  ac- 
tion on  our  part,  expressly  provided  for  in  a 
treaty  to  which  she  was  an  acting  party.  H* 
did  not  think  her  gigantic  powers,  of  which  the 
Senate  heard  so  much,  would  be  called  into  action 
wilhciut  something  more  of  a  cause  than  could  be 
picked  out  of  serving  her  with  a  simple  and  legal 
notice.  He,  for  fine,  would  not  give  oficnse  to 
her,  or  any  other  Power;  nor  would  he  recklessly 
advise,  under  any  circumstances,  a  war  with  any 
nation  with  which  we  could  be  considered  either 
an  under  or  over  match;  but,  in  speaking  of  Great 
Britain,  it  became  us  to  show  and  reject,  with 
proper  spirit,  any  unjust  tlemand  or  attempt  on 
ner  part  to  place  wrong  interpretation  on  any  act 
of  ours. 

The  Senator  from  Massachusetts  confined  his 
argument  to  two  points:  whether  it  was  better  U> 
negotiate,  if  required,  part  of  the  territory  for  SB 
equivalent,  or  to  leave  things  as  they  are.  He 
argued  that,  by  pursuing  the  latter  course,  the 
country,  from  the  immense  flow  of  emigration 
across  the  Rocky  Mountains,  would,  in  a  fe« 
years,  become  ours  without  a  struggle;  ouremi- 
granta  would  drive  the  hardy  trappers  of  other 
nations  farther  north,  until  they  would  be  lost  in 
the  frozen  region;  and  then  the  country  would  be 
ours.  This  might  happen, and  no  douut  will;  put 
it  is  not  the  question.    "The  principal  qncsuop 
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dwelt  on  by  tl>e  Senator  from  MaRsachusetls  was, 
had  ve  not  better  neguliate,  and,  if  eallod  on  to 
transfer  a  part  of  our  posaessinns,  receive  there- 
for an  ample  equiTalenc .'  Ho  did  not  stale  whnt 
that  eqairaknt  waa  lo  be,  but  left  his  audience  lo 
guess.  He  knew  nolliins  that  Great  Britain  could 
offer  as  an  equirnlent  wlH<',h  America  could,  in 
Iranor,  accrpL.  Money  could  not  be  meanl;  for 
money  eeald  never  iuslify  an  A  merican  Senate  in 
sacrificing  the  bloAd  and  musek  t  of  herciiizfiis; 
and  llint  would  be  done  if  money  wns  receired  a« 
an  equivalent  for  any  pnriinn  of  nur  dominions. 
Transferring  any  part  of  the  country  would  be 
transferrin;  to  Great  Britain  the  American  l>lood 
and  nroscli)  thnt  would  be  found  v.iihin  it;  ni'.d 
that  was  an  outrage  that  American  legislators 
never  woahl  be  gnitiy  of.  But,  if  money  was  not 
neanl,  perhaps  a  key  might  be  found  to  opeii  and 
show  forth  the  rral  moanirg  of  the  Senator  fram 
Massachusetts,  (who,  he  cunsidcred  it  necessary 
•osay,  informed  him  yesterday  that  he  would  not 
be  in  hisseattn.day,in  consequence  of  an  engage- 
menl  in  the  Supreme  Court,)  when  speaking  of 
an  equivalent,  by  referring  to  n  proptuitioi)  made 
so  far  back  aa  the  year  1816,  by  a  then  distm- 
gnished  member  of  Coiisrcss  from  Rhode  Island, 
lo  offer  to  England  aU  our  claims  on  territory  west 
oftheRoeky  Mountains,  provided  England  would, 
in  return,  cede  to  us  Upper  Canada,  together 
with  the  district  of  Montreal.  This  proposition 
of  the  then  member  from  Rhode  Island  might 
thmw  some  light  on  tlic  views  entertained  by  the 
Senator  from  Mosanchuselts  and  bis  friends  as 
to  the  nature  of  an  equrvaleiit — the  desire  ex- 
pressed in  tiMI  propiisition,  to  concentrate  the 
force  and  power  of  |»>puiuiiun  in  the  E^st  or 
Northeast;  but  not  lo  weaken  the  arch  and  haz- 
ard the  keystone  by  allowing  concentration  in  the 
West. 

Mr.  B.  went  on  to  show  ihat,  when  any  prop- 
osition was  made  beneficial  to  the  West,  it  wns 
always  met  (and  he  stated  so  with  sorrow  and 
regi^l)  by  ccilain  portics  with  all  the  opposition 
that  enmHy  could  engender.  The  chairman  of 
Foreign  Ilclatioiis,  on  the  introduction  pf  this 
resolution,  slated  iltat  any  action  would  he  dis- 
courtesy to  Great  Britain.  Had  he  slopped  then', 
it  would  be  only  necessary  to  deny  nnch  int<>n- 
tion;  but  he  IW'I  gone  further,  and  indirectly 
charged  the  Senators  from  the  West  with  a  de- 
termination to  Imvc  war  at  nil  hazard  with  Eng- 
land. For  himself,  he  could  xafely  deny  any  such 
intention;  he  wished  neither  for  war  with  Eng- 
land or  any  other  I'ower;  and  why  I  he  honorable 
chainnuii  shoidd  onleriaiii  such  a  supposition  he 
was  wholly  at  a  hies  to  cpnceive.  The  West  had 
DO  reason  to  wish  for  a  war.  In.  the  lust  site  suf- 
fered enottgh.  The  bodies  of  her  sons  strewed 
the  fields,  and  the  cries  of  her  widows  and  or- 
plians  were  heard  throughout  the  country.  War 
could  not  be  desired  liy  n  Christian  or  philosophi- 
cal people;  but,  bearing  all  this  in  view,  he  did 
not  forget  that  there  was  a  lioie  when  "  Ibrbear- 
anee  ecaaes  lo  be  a  virtue."  When  the  honor  of 
a  nation  is  nt  stake,  thnn  it  is  criminal  to  stand 
back;  when  her  interests  are  questioned,  then  it 
is  disgraceful  to  hcsiiate.  Let  n  nation  allow  hut 
one  encroachmeot,  and  site  will  soon  find  it  fol- 
lowed by  another,  until  at  last  she  will  find  her- 
self willinut  power  In  r<>sist. 

He  did  nut  say  that  Great  Britain  had  any  in- 
tentions of  aetins  otherwise  than  fair;  but  timi^ 
might  alter,  and  it  was  atwaysbest  to  guard  even 
against  improbabilitie.i.  lie  ijeprecated  the  course 
pursued  by  the  opposite  side  in  endeavoring  to 
moikc  this  question  the  subject  of  alarm  to  those 
engaged  in  comraercini  enterprise,  which  wns 
done,  heconlended,  more  for  the  purpose  of  guid- 
ing their  allowed  moneyed  inOuenoe,  than  any 
pniriolic  or  praiseworthy  motive.  Such  alarms 
nad  cnused  deplorable  panics  before,  but  the  main 
object  for  which  they  were  raised  always  failed, 
and  would  do  so  now. 

His  friend  on  the  Icf^  [Mr.  Benton]  was  ac- 
eused  of  being  at  the  head  of  a  conspiracy,  having 
lio  other  object  thnn  the  involving  us  in  a  war 
with  Gnat  Britain;  and  it  was  said  with  equal 
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truth  Ihat  his  lever  foe  moving  the  diiTerent  ele- 
ments was  the  northern  boundary  question.  What 
foundation  was  there  for  so  grave  an  accusation? 
None  other  than  that  he  had  fearlessly,  from  the 
beginning,  resisted  every  eneroachment,  come 
from  what  quarter  it  might.  He  hod  stemnted 
the  tide  of  British  influence,  if  any  such  there 
was;  he  had  rendered  great  and  imperishable 
services  to  the  West,  and  the  West  was  grateful 
to  liiin;  he  had  watched  her  interests  from  the 
cr.<«dle;  and  now,  when  arrived  at  maturity,  and 
able  to  take  care  of  herself,  he  boldly  stood  forth 
Iter  advocate.  If  devotion  to  his  country,  then, 
made  him  a  conspirator,  he  was  indeed  guilty. 

He  had. shown  that  a  proposition  had  been 
made  in  secret  session  of  the  Senate,  to  cede  our 
northwestern  territory  for  Upper  Canada,  includ- 
ing the  district  of  Montreal.  We  have  need,  then, 
to  be  alarmed  at  any  negotiation  in  which  an  ex- 
change of  "  equivalents"  is  talked  of. 

The  Senator  from  Massachusetts  seemed  to 
complain  that  the  a<l  vocati'S  of  this  resolution  did 
not  allow  what  wa«  behind  —whnt  they  proposed 
to  do  after  the  existing  convention  shall  be  abro- 
gated.   The  Senator  from  New  Jersey,  however, 
understooil  very  well  what  'was  to  follow;  he 
looked  to  the  two  bills  already  on  the  table  for 
the  eslablishment  of  military  (tosts,  and  for  the 
I  extension  of  our  jurisdiction  over  the  territory; 
and  he  saw  , in  them  the  objects  contemplated. 
i  It  was  well  known  that  when  the  bill  of  lastses- 
I  sion  was  in  progress  Uirougli  the  Senate,  many 
I  genllemen  did  not  vole  fur  ii,  because  the  notice 
I  which  this  resolution  proposes  to  give  had  not 
I  been  given  to  Great  Britain  of  our  intention  lo 
I  withdraw  from  tlie  treaty  of  1818  and  1838.     By 
!  adopting  the  resolution  now,  this  objection  to  tlie 
I  two  bills  on  llie  table  would  be  removed. 

He  could  not  conceive  why  any  one  should 
I  suppose  Great  Britain  would  lake  ofTense  at  this 
',  notice    It  would,  nsu  matter  of  course,  be  couched 
I  in  courteous  terms.     He  did  not  see  mjch  farce 
j  in  the  argument  that  it  ought  to  be  a  joint  resolu- 
I  linn.    The  resolution  in  its  form  would  lie  the 
mereactoftheSeniite,which  the  President  might  or 
I  might  not  regard .  It  wentmerelytoadvise,tooirer 
I  nil  expression  of  opinion  on  the  part  of  the  Senate 
I  to  ihe  Executive,  where  the  power  wa.<  vested  to 
make  the  communication  to  the  British  Govern- 
ment. The  Executive,  receiving  it  an  the  opinion 
of  the  Scna:le,  reflecting  the  public  opinion  of  the 
I  country,  would  act  according  to  the  best  dictates 
I  of  his  own  judgment.  He  might  take  ihe  rsspons- 
i  ibility, acting  on  the  recnnvmendation  of  the  Sen- 
ate, of  giving  the  notice;  or,  if  better  aequainti-d 
with  facts  rendering  the  step  inexpedient,  he  might 
take  the  responsibility  of  withholding  tlie  notice. 
Now  he  was  willing  to  go  so  far  and  no  further; 
to  puss  the  resolution  expressive  of  the  desire  of 
the  Senate  lo  annul  the  treaty,  let  the  consequence 
l>e  what  it  might,  so  fur  as  the  action  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive was  concerned.    If, subsequent  toils  pas- 
sage, siiinelhing  should  occur  to  cause  the  Pres- 
ident In  think  it  inexpedient,  he  would  not  be 
cniupc'lli'd  to  give  the  notice.     He  wouhl  view  it 
as  merely  persuasive,  and  would  be  governed  by 
all  the  circumstances  within  his  knowledge.  How, 
then, could  there  beany  danger  whatever  in  |>as8- 
ing  the  resolution?    It  would  be  perfectly  inno- 
cent ill  its  elTucts. 

It  seemed  to  him  that  thiere  wa8,in  the  opposi- 
tion to  this  resolution,  a  manifest  intention  to 
produce  an'  impression  on  the  public  mind  that 
there  were  certain  individuals  disposed  to  involve 
tile  country,  at  nil  hasards,  and  upon  any  pretext, 
in  a  war  with  Great  Britain.  The  object  evi- 
dently was  to  throw  public  odium  on  those  indi- 
viduals. Now,  he  denied  that  there  was  tiny  one 
connected  with  this  resolution,  or  advocating  its 
passage,  who  had  any  such  disposition,  or  who 
would' not  infinitely  prefer  peaocio  war,  if  itcould 
be  maintained  without  a  tarnish  of  national  honor, 
He  proposed,  after  having  given  bis  views  of 
the  history  and  effects  of  the  several  conventions 
in  relation  to  the  northwest  territory,  to  make  a 
brief  reply  to  some  remarks  which  fell  from  the 
honorable  Seontor  from  New  Jersey.    That  Sen- 


ator took  occasion,  in  the  outset  of  hiafirat  speech, 
lo  admonish  the  Senate  that  the  seeds  sown  in  this 
discussion  might  become  the  teeth  of  the  dragon. 
That,  as  ho  understood  it,  waa  the  leetb  of  the 
dragon  which  were  to  spring  up  into  armed  men. 
If  things  did  not  go  on- as  the  friendji  of  the  res- 
olutioncxpcctcd,and  Great  Britain  mndedragon'a 
teeth  grow  up  into  armed  men,  he  had  confidence 
that  armed  men  would  spring  up  here,  too,  eager 
to  rush  forward  in  defense  of  the  rights  and  houor 
of  this  country. 

Another  supposiuon  of  the  Senator  was,  that 
we  wished  to  exicml  our  territorial  dominion  from 
the  Wi'Bt  to  the  Pacific  ocean.  If  tlie  Senator 
meant  that  be  wished  to  extend  it  lo  new  acqui- 
sitions, not  already  ours,  ho  cerlaialy  wns  not' 
sustained  by  the  theory  or  practice  of'^this  Gov- 
ernment. It  was  altogether  at  variance  wixh  the 
character  of  this  country;  the  friends  of  the  res'* 
nlution  had  never  arquiesced  in  any  such  doctrine. 
The  country  had  never  made  any  atteOipt  at  ac- 
quiring colonies — had  never  been  engaged  in  war 
fur  any  such  object.  Its  resort  to  arms  had  al- 
ways biicn  in  defense  of  its  own  rights  and  terri- 
tory. The  charge  of  coveting  more  territory  was 
noi  applicable  to  us.  It  was  no  part  of  the  prin- 
ciples or  policy  by  which  this  country  had  ever 
been  actuated ;  it  never  had  been  ihe  policy  of  the 
party  to  which  he  had  the  honor  to  belong. 

The  Senator  from  New  Jersey  had  alluded  to 
the  difficulty  of  settling  the  northeast  boundary 
question.    That  was  a  question  in  a,beyaDee  for 
sixty  vfars.    The  longer  it  was  protracted,  the 
more  difficult  it  seemed  to  be  to  settle  it.  Nobody 
could  deny  but  tlrat  it  would  have  been  easily 
settled  immediately  after  the  peace  of  1783.  Vet, 
because  it  was  deferred  from  time  to  lime,  it  took 
Ifll  1843  to  adjust  it.     Was  not  this  tlie  best  pos- 
I  sible  argument  against  procrastinating  this  ques- 
I  lion  of  the  Oregon  terriiocy  ?    And  while  speak- 
'  ipg  of  the  northeastern  boundary  difliculty,  ho 
wouhl  take  occasion    to   express   his   astonish- 
I  meiit  thnt  when  tliat  sul  jcct  was  under  negotia'- 
I  tion,  all  the  difficulties  with  Great  Britain  were 
j  not  included,  an  I  this  question  of  Oregon  in  par- 
;  ticular.     Was  there  not  something  remarkable, 
j  if  not  pointed,  in  ilie  fuel  thai,  while  the  interests 
I  of  the  North  and  East  were  so  anxiously  adjusted, 
i  the  interests  of  the  West  were  altogether  over- 
!  looked,  or  laid  aside?    It  seemed  to  him  it  would 
I  have  been  better  to  have  kept  those  two  questions 
connected.    The  Oregon  question  had  been  long 
enough  in  dispute — from  the  treaty  of  Glient — 
and  it  was  just  as  important  to  settle  it,  with  a 
view  of  quieting  all  causes  of  war,  aa  the  norlh- 
.  east   boundary  question.    Our  negotiator  must 
have  known  of  the  various  billa  ami  resolutions 
introduced  into  Congress  for  some  years  back, 
I  and  of  the  effuctsof  such  bills  beooming  laws.  Ho 
undoubtedly  knew  of  the  bill  proposing,  in  addi- 
tion to  military  posts,  the  establishment  of  a  cus- 
tom-linuse  at  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  river, 
and  the  bill  granting  lands  to  settlers.     But  it  waa 
all-important  to  Great  Britain  to  succeed  in  her 
views  with  regard  to  the  northeast  boundary  line; 
because  she  wanted  a  military  road  of  intercom- 
munication between,  her  colonies;  and  if,  while 
her  anxiety  on  that  point  existed,  proper  exer- 
tions' had  Ltecn  made,  to  settle  the  Oregon  question, 
as  one  inseparably  connected  with  the  other  ques- 
tion at  issue,  there  can  be  no  doubt  it  would  have 
succeeded . 

The  Senator  from  New  Jersey,  in  allusion  t« 
the  claims  of  Great  Britain  with  regard  t»  the 
territory  of.  Oregon,  seemed  to  say  we  should 
not  rely  solely  on  the  S|>anish  title  vested  in  us; 
but  insisted  that  we  had  a  title  outside  of  the 
Spanish  title.  Hs  spoke  of  the  celebrated  Nootka 
Sound  treaty,  and  seemed  lo  think,  that,  under  i' , 
Great  Britain  had  some  color  of  claim,  entitlin;; 
her  to  negotiation  in  this  matter.  Now,  he  o-i- 
tainly  diil  not  expeet  to  find  any  Senatoi;couni>'- 
nancing  the  claim  set  up  by  Great  Britain  and,  r 
the  Nootka  Sound  treaty.  But  the  gentleman  suci 
Great  Britain  did  not  claim  title;  she  only  claim<  .1 
occupation  in  company  with  Spain;  occupation 
fur  hunting,  fishing,  auu  trading  with  the  lailiaus. 
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She  coald  look  only  to  the  Nootka  Sound  treaty 
of  1790  for  Buch  occupation;  but  that  was  abro- 
galed  in  1796  by  the  declaration  nf  war  made  by 
Spain.  When  peace  was  reestablished,  a  treaty 
of  commerce  was  entered  into  between  Great 
'  Britain  and  Spain ;  but  the  treaty  of  1790  was  not 
a  treaty  of  commerce,  therefore  it  was  not  re- 
newed. The  conduct  of  the  Spanish  officer  at 
Nootka  Sound  in  giving  up  the  huts  and  horels 
takeD  from  British  subjects,  showed  that  it  was 
not  understood  that  the  treaty  of  Nootka  Sound 
WM  revived.  The  Spanish  flag  never  was  taken 
down.  Was  it  not,  then,  preposterous  to  say  that 
England  could  have  any  possession  or  claim  of 
title  under  the  treaty  of  1790?  Even  the  restor- 
ation of  the  miserable  fishing  hovels  was  extorted 
from  Spain,  who  was  compelled  to  negotiate 
with  England  under  duress,  with  an  immense 
British  fleet  threatening  her.  She  was  not  in  a 
condition  to  resist  the  unjust  demands  of  Great 
Britain,  and  had  to  submit  to  terms  dictated  to 
her.  It  was  an  extortion  which  shocked  the  feel- 
ings of  all  other  nations.  And  was  it  now  to  be 
said,  (even  if  that  treaty  of  commerce  could  be 
■aid  to  reinstate  the  treaty  of  Nooika  Sound,) 
that'Great  Britain  could  makea  justclaim  obtained 
in  that  way? 

Mr.  B.  here  drew  parallel  cases  with  regard  to' 
other  cases — such,  for  instance,  as  Mexico,  oc- 
cupying contigoons  territory — and  asked,  if  she 
had  occupied  the  Oregon  territory  for  purposes 
of  commerce  long  prior  to  other  settlers  coming 
upon  it  for  their  purposes,  would  she  not  have' 
priority  of  claim?  Now,  we  had  not  only  pri- 
ority of  discovery,  as  to  the  Columbia  river,  giv- 
ing us,  according  to  the  laws  of  nations,  a  right 
to  all  the  territory  watered  by  that  river,  the 
branches  of  which  went  to  the  forty-ninth  degree 
of  latitude,  but  we  had  the  right  of  occupancy  in 
I80S,  and  thence  to  1813,  when  we  had  a  trading 
and  fur  company  at  the  mouth  of  the  river.  We 
had,  besides,  by  treaty  with  Mexico,  settled  our 
southern  boundary  at  420  of  north  latitude;  and 
by  treaty  with  Russia,  our  northern  boundary  line 
at  54°  40*;  and,  with  these,  we  had  the  tiilb  which 
we  derived  from  Spain.  Here,  then,  we  had  every 
possible  title  recognized  and  required  by  the  law 
of  nations.  . 

The  Senator  from  New  Jersey  admits  that  there 
can  be  no  question  of  doubt  abont  our  title  as  far 
M  the  forty-ninth  degree  of  latitude;  but  he  was 
not  aware  that,  in  1826,  in  the  instructions  given 
to  Mr.  Gallatin,  by  our  then  Secretary  of  Stale, 
[Mr.  Clay.j  it  was  urged  that  Great  Britain  could 
not  make  out  even  a  color  of  title  to  any  portion 
of  the  territory  up  to  the  lifty-flrst  degree  of  north 
latitude;  yet,  for  the  sake  of  adjustment,  Mr. 
Gallatin  was  permitted  lo  propose  the  forty-ninth 
degree  of  latitude  for  our  boundary  line.  It  was 
then  stated  that  Great  Britain,  by  treaty  with 
France  in  1763,  renounced  all  claims  to  territory 
vest  of  the  Mississippi  river.  How,  then,  could 
■he  revert  to  claims  of  discovery  by  Drake  and 
others?  That  was  all  a  make-weigh(,and  amount- 
ed to  nothing  when  contrasted  with  her  total  re- 
nouncement of  all  claims  west  of  the  Mississippi, 
OS  specified  in  her  treaty  with  France  in  1763. 

Gentlemen  on  the  other  side  seemed  afraid  that, 
by  giving  this  notice,  we  should  place  ourselves 
otitof  the  pale  of  civilized  nations— that  we  should 
ostracize  ouraelves  from  the  family  of  nations. 
Now,  it  appeared  to  him,  we  could  only  place 
ourselves  in  that  condition  by  deferring  any 
longer  to  act  in  this  matter  from  fear  of  Great 
'  Britain,  or  under  any  threat  of  war  from  her,  in 
consequence  of  our  takins  the  decided  step  which 
our  honor  and  independence  demand  of  us  to 
take.  The  Senator  from  New  Jersey,  indeed, 
said  it  was  not  the  military  or  naval  power  of 
Great  Britain  he  feored;  but  the  moral  power  of 
the  world,  which  would  be  against  us.  But  was 
not  England  to  be  subject  to  that  moral  power  as 
well  as  this  country;  and  could  she  stand  up 
against  it,  uning  her  unjust  claims  to  our  terri- 
tory south  of  the  forty-ninth  degree  of  north  lat- 
itade,  and  demanding  an  equal  right  to  the  mouth 
and  navigation  of  the  Columbia  river,  which  we 
had  discovered,  and  which,  by  the  law  of  nations, 
belonged  exclusively  to  us  ?  She  dare  not  go  be- 
fore the  world  with  such  pretensions,  and  attempt 
to  justify  a  war  in  their  support. 

The  Senator  from  New  Jersey  had  read  an  ex- 
tract from  the  Louisville  Journal,  in  which  the 
Oregon  country  is  described  as  the  "  riddlings  of 


creation" — as  a  place  only  suitable  for  transport- 
ing vagnbondH,  convicts,  and  felons  to.  This,  to 
be  sure,  was  not  showing  muCh  regard  for  some 
of  our  most  respectable  citizens  who  had  gone  to 
that  territory,  nor  to  those  whose  advocacy  of  its 
occupation  had  actuated  them.  The  Senator  also 
referred  to  an  article  in  the  Christian  Advocate, 
no  less  decrying  the  character  of  the  Oregon  ter- 
ritory. 

But  he  would  now  read  some  extracts  from  au- 
thorities not  to  be  questioned.  Mr.  B.  then  read- 
extracts  from  Captain  Spaulding's  communica- 
tion on  the  subject  of  the  Oregon  country;  also 
from  the  repqrt  of  Captain  Wilkes,  and  from  the 
more  recent  report  of  Doctor  White,  (the  Indian 
agent  sent  last  year  lo  Oregon;)  all  of  which  give 
the  most  flattering  description  of  the  fertility  of 
the  country,  the  salubrity  of  its  climate,  and  the 
facility  with  which  the  products  of  the  earth  are 
procured  at  one  third  of  the  labor  required  in  the 
United  States. 

Now,  he  supposed,  as  did  the  Senator  from 
New  Jersey,  that  the  truth  lay  between  these  ex- 
tremes; and  that  it  might  safely  be  considered  as 
a  good  average  agricultural  and  grazing  country. 
There  were,  however,  two  things  which  justified 
the  value  set  upon  it;  one  was,  the  fact  that  it  was 
a  good  grazing  country,  and  had  the  great  ad- 
vantage that  cattle  could  be  kept  throughout  the 
winter  without  the  expense  attending  the  keep  of 
cattle  in  the  United  States;  and  the  other  was,  iu 
importance  in  a  commercial  point  of  view.  If 
the  Representatives  of  the  West  were  selfish  in 
their  motives,  they  certainly  would  not  be  favor- 
able (o  the  emigration  of, their  constituents;  they 
would  desire  tokeep  their  citizens  at  home.  They 
had,  however,  higher  views  than  any  growing 
oat  of  selfish  policy.  They  saw  the  vast  iinport- 
nnceof  the  Oregon  territory  to  this  Union.  They 
looked  to  our  growing  commerce  in  the  Pacific 
ocean,  and  that  newly  opened  lo  us  in  China. 

Mr.  B.  here  referred  lo  an  article  quoted  a  few 
days  back  from  the  London  Morning  Chronicle; 
and  to  an  article  be  had  read  some  time  ago  in  the 
Edinburgh  Review,  on  the  subject  of  the  Oregon 
question; and  commented  upon  these  articles  with 
a  view  of  showing  that  there  would  be  no  war 
with  England — that  she  expected  to  gain  her  ob- 
jects by  diplomacy  and  negotiation.  The  Edin- 
burgh Review  showed  that  England  had  no  other 
spot  on  the  globe  left  now  to  colonize  but  Oregon, 
and  that  it  was  her  policy  to  have  that  for  a  new 
enterprise  to  build  up  additional  markets  for  her 
manufactures. 

He  thought  it  strange  that  we  were  ready  to 
assume  the  most  decisive  tone  in  asserting  our 
rights  with  every  other  nation  but  Great  Britain. 
When  a  sum  of  money  was  due  to  us  by  France, 
we  had  an  Executive  that  would  not  brook  delay 
in  its  payment;  and  he  said,  while  he  would  ask 
nothing  that  waa  not  right,  he  would  submit  to 
nothing  that  was  wrong.  When  we  had  to  ne- 
gotiate with  Naples,  we  did  it  with  our  war  frig- 
ates in-the  bay.  Look  lo  our  recent  diplomatic 
correspondence  with  Mexico.  When  did  we  ever 
use  such  a  tone  of  decision  with  Great  Britain  ? 
Whenever  a  subject  comes  up  with  that  Govern- 
ment, it  is  quite  another  question.  The  moment 
this  resolution  is  proposed,  we  are  told  of  the 
ships  of  war  England  has  in  the  Pacific,  her  facil- 
ities for  transporting  men  and  munitions  of  war 
from  China  to  Oregon,  and  of  our  own  difficulties 
in  reaching  the  battle  ground.  This  argument 
would  be  equally  good  for  our  surrender  of  every- 
thing Great  Britain  might  choose  to  demand. 
When  our  rights  were  questioned  by  other  na- 
tions, we  used  quite  a  different  tone.  We  sent 
our  frigates  of  war  into  the  bay  of  Naples  to 
enforce  our  claim  under  negotiation;  we  insisted 
ui>on  ou/  money  from  France;  we  were  decided, 
if^  not  severe,  with  Mexico;  but  towards  Eng- 
land we  held  quite  different  language.  Now, 
why  were  we  to  suppose  England  would  be  more 
ready  to  go  to  war,  without  just  occasion  for 
it,  than  any  other  nation?  Was  there  not  good 
reason  to  believe  she  would  not,  on  pretext  of 
this  resolution,  attempt  to  go  to  war,  because 
she  could  not  but  know  and  feel  that  the  public 
opinion  of  nations  would  be  altogether  against 
her,  and  in  our  fiivor?  Governments  are  as 
much  operated  upon  by  public  opinion  as  indi- 
viduals. This  public  opinion  in  England  itself 
would  be  against  her  going  to  war.  Her  manu- 
facturer* would  be  strongly  opposed  to  it.    They 


knew  too  well  that  we  were  their  best  enatomert. 
Looking,  loo,  to  the  enormous  debt  of  England', 
there  would  be  a  strong  sentiment  oppoMd  to 
war.  There  were  too  many  great  inieregts  «t* 
stake.  With  a  debt  incurred  by  former  wart, 
amounting, as  he  believed,  to  nearly  one  thoDranit 
million  pounds,  and  considering  her  own  condi- 
tion at  home,  particularly  in  relation  to  Ireland, 
how  could  she  be  safe  in  declaring  war  against 
us?  In  Canada  things  are  very  dif&renl  now, 
compared  with  what  they  were  when  tlie  last  war 
existed.  Public  sentiment  is  very  much  changed 
there.  A  large  portion  of  the  Canadian  pnpola- 
tion  is  in  favor  of  the  institutions  of  the  United 
States,  and  wouM  be  willine  to  break  off  from  tii* 
yoke  of  foreign  control ,  and  join  us.  These  con- 
siderations induced  him  to  believe  that  no  war 
coiild  grow  out  of  our  exereise  of  a  right  in  con- 
formity with  the  express  terms  of  our  treaty  stip- 
ulations. 

He  acknowledged  that  war  was  •  neat  calam- 
ity, take  it  in  any  point  nf  view,  ^t  there  trg 
still  greater  calamities;  and  among  them  he  wooU 
count  the  greatest  a  tame  submission  to  the  an- 
just  demands  of  Great  Britain,  if  that  submission 

firoceeded  from  a  fear  of  the  effects  of  a  war  with 
ler.  He  would  not  even  wish  to  see  the  nation- 
al spirit  which  had  been  raised  on  this  question 
put  down  by  a  delusive  reliance  upon  diploniacy 
as  an  alternative.  We  could  lose  but  little,  even 
if  we  had  to  go  to  war  with  England.  He  did 
not,  however,  believe  any  such  thing  was  likely 
to  take  place. 

He  was  obliged  to  omit  a  great  many  tbinis  bs 
had  to  say  on  thi*  subject,  for  he  had  no  doibt 
the  Senate  was  wearied,  as  he  was  himself;  and 
therefore  he  would  endeavor  to  close  as  briely 
as  possible. 

He  had  before  remarked  the  importance  of  the 
Oregon  territory,  in  view  of  our  opening  trade 
with  China.  It  seemed  to  him  that,  in  that  paint 
of  view,  it  wasexceedingly  important  Weeonld, 
through  that  channel,  enjoy  a  very  profitable 
trade  with  India,  and  by  a  direct  communication 
through  our  own  territories.  It  would  be  open- 
ing a  new  market  for  our  staple  productions— cot- 
ton, tobacco,  &c. — getting  back  the  prododtof 
China  and  the  East  Indies  in  exchange.  Ilshn- 
portance  did  not  stop  theie;  for  already  we  had 
a  large  eommeree  in  the  Pacific,  which  would  be 
encouraged  nud  vnlnrged  by  our  protection.  He 
quoted  from  public  documents  the  amount  of  tan- 
nage and  value  of  our  commerce  in  the  Pseiie 
ocean,  with  the  view  nf  showing  that  it  wu 
worthy  of  the  particular  attention  of  our  Govern- 
ment. 

Not  wishing  to  detain  the  Senate  longer,  Mr. 
B.  recapitulated  the  paints  of  argument  h«  had 
prespntud.  He  believed,  himself,  it  was  theiluiy 
of  this  Government,  at  ihe  present  crisis,  to  gire 
this  notice.  He  believed  it  could  not  be  aesnae 
of  oflense  to  Great  Britain .  It  could  not  be  a  canae 
of  war.  It  would  be  merely  the  assertion  of  a 
right  recogiiized-to  be  ours  by  treaty  stipulation. 
Our  claims  we  could  establish  by  documentary 
evidence  In  the  face  of  the  world.  If,  after  pro- 
ducing them,  we  should  be  involved  in  war,  we 
would  be  ready  to  meet  it  with  the  right  on  onr 
side.  Our  title  could  not  suffer  by  this  count. 
By  sea  and  land  we  would  be  found  vigorous  and 
energetic,  no  matter  what  commandere  we  shoala 
■elect  to  lead  us  to  victory. 

Mr.  BENTON  remarked  that  he  intended  yes- 
terday to  take  up  the  argument  on  the  uriffqno- 
tion,  laid  on  the  table  some  days  ago;  but  was 
unwilling  lo  interfere  with  the  debate  on  the  Ore- 
goa  subject.  He  now  merely  wished  to  give  no- 
tice that  on  Thursday,  at  one  o'clock,  he  wonld 
call  for  the  further  consideration  of  the  reponfiTini 
the  Committee  on  Finance  in  relation  to  tbelarift 
policy. 

Mr.  MILLER  said  he  desired  to  express  his 
views  in  relation  to  the  question  now  befbretlie 
Senate,  (the  Oregon  subject,)  but  the  usual  hour 
of  adjournment  had  arrived. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  tho  Senate  Ibw 
adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVE3. 

ToESDAT,  Ftbruary  27,  1844. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  having  been  read  and 

approved, 

Mr.  COLLAMERrose  and  eaid  he  perceived. 
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by  the  morning  papers,  that  he  wa«  reported  to 
bave  TOteil  asainut  the  resolution  yesterdajr  whicli 
declared  "  that  Congress  has  no  power  to  inier- 
fere  in  or  control  the  domestic  institutions  of  the 
several  States,"  &c.;  whereas  he,  in  fact,  did  not 
vote  against  the  resolution;  and  he  inquired  how 
it  appeared  by  the  Journal  ? 

On  inspection  of  the  Journal,  it  appeared  that 
be  did  not  so  vote. 

,  Mr.  HOPKINS  desired  that  the  resolution 
oSered  by  the  gentieman.  from  South  Carolina 
[Mr.  HoLHEi]  yesterday,  should  be  read  by  the 
Clerk;  which  having  l>een  done,  Mr.  H.  pro- 
ceeded to  say  he  was  not  aware  that  it  had  been 
modified;  and  be  had  requested  its  (eadinf^forihe 
purpose  of  inquiring  witether  no  error  had  not 
been  commitied. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  stated  that  the  modification 
offered  by  him  was  accepted  by  the  gentleman 
from  Snuih  Carolina. 

Mr.  Bl  DL  ACK  said  he  desired  to  have  it  stated 
upon  the  Journal  that  he  moved  to  suspend  the 
rulesfor  the  purpose  of  receiving  resolutions  which 
had  been  laid  over  on  former  days.  He  thought 
it  but  sn  act  of  justice  ihat  it  should  be  shown  by 
the  Jouraal  that  it  was  not  through  bis  fault  liiat 
a  resolution  which  he  had  herelofora  oiTered  bad 
not  been  brought  up  and  adopted. 

Mr.  HALE  inquired  whetner  it  had  not  been 
tbe  custom  to  insert  upon  the  Journal  motions  of 
this  deaerimjon? 

Tbe  SPEAKER  remarked  that  where  the  mo- 
tion was  not  entertained  by  the  House,  it  had  not 
been  the  practice  to  insert  it  upon  tbe  Joomal. 

The  question  being  put  upon  the  proposition  of 
Mr.  BiDLACK  to  amend  the  Journal, 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  ,be  believed  it  was  a  privi- 
lege which  had  not  heretofore  been  allowed,  to 
insert  upon  the  Journal  a  motion  which  had  not 
been  entertained  by  the  House.  He  would  have 
Ao  objection,  however,  to  tbe  adoption  of  tbe  prop- 
osition now  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, provided  it  should  be  clearly  understood 
that  it  shnald  be  the  right  of  every  member  liere- 
after  to  make  a  similar  proposition. 

Objections  being  made  by  several  members, 

Mr.  BIOLACKsaid  he  would  reheve  the  House 
from  all  difficulty  on  the  subject  by  withdrawing 
his  motion'. 

Mr.  HARDIN  asked  permission  to  changes 
vntc  which  he  gave  yesierday.    * 

The  8PE  A  KER  observed  that  he  had  no  recol- 
kelion  of  any  case  where  a  gentleman  had  been 
allowed  to  change  a  vote  wliicli  he  had  given  on 
a  former  day,  unless  an  error  had  been  made  in 
the  entry  of  such  a  vote. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky,  asked  leave  to  re- 
fer some  pa|iers;  which  was  objected  lo. 

PERSONA  I.  EXPLAN.\TION. 

Mr.  KENiNEOY,of  Maryland, desired  tocall 
tlie  attention  of  the  House  to  a  report  in  a  paper 
of  this  morninsi 

Tbe  SPEAKER  remarked  that  the  proposition 
of  the  geiiileman  could  only  b«  entcrutined  by 
general  consent. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  moved  that  the  rules 
be  aus|>rndi^d  for  the  purpose  of  calling  those 
States  which  liad  not  been  called  yesterday,  for 
resolutions. 

Mr.  KENNEDY,  of  Maryland,  said  he  hoped 
there  would  be  iw>  objection  on  the  part  of  the 
House  to  bis  making  an  explanation,  in  order  to 
correct  an  evidnnt  niistnkf.  If  there  were  objec- 
tions he  should  be  coni|H'llcd,  though  reluctantly, 
to  move  a  suspenaion  of  the  rules. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  K.  the  rules  were  then  sus- 
pended. 

Mr.  K.  thanked  the  House  for  its  courtesy. 
He  would  now  cult  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
a  report  in  the  Intelligencer  of  ibis  morning, 
which,  he  said,  placed  him  in  a  position  in  regard 
to  a  gentleinnii  upon  that  fioor  which  he  wus  not 
willing  to  ocuipy  in  reference  to  any  gentleman. 
Mr.  K.  then  read  the  following  from  the  Intelli- 
gencer, being  a  part  of  the  report  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  yesterday  on  the  resolutions  oliered  by 
tbe  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Camp- 
bell:] 

**  Mr.  Barnard,  rcfernng  (n  the  pprsonni  intcrcft  which 
his  rnllpngui'  {Mr.  Strtson]  innnirt'iiipij  in  hi*  Iwhair.flRid 
that  if  lie  (Mr.  U.)  Iiml  beiiu  wiUiiii  the  bar  wlii'ii  liis  name 
wan  culled^  li*!  lui^u  havu  ttKlii>U  to  vote.  Rut  h«  had  not 
b«7f  II  ill  ihv  llouM  Muce  ibedu  atutract  resolutiuiis  from 
Baliiuioru  lisd  lieoa  in  order. 


"  Mr.  dTRTSoN  faid  it  wtu  prnp^r  for  him.  in  cxplsna- 
tinii,  to  state  that  it  was  for  the  puhlic,  and  not  for  hi»  indi- 
vidual iMti'rL>l  Omt  li*f  linil  iaiteii  Uiiri  course. 

"Mr.  Kennedy,  of  Miiryland.  I  liopp  lllfl  Kcntlemnn 
does  not  hail  from  Baltimore.  I  have  not  lieard  of  him 
there." 

He  hoped  the  gentleman  would  understand  that 
this  could  not  be  correct.  His  ollusion  was  not 
to  the  gentleman,  but  to  the  resolulions;  and  he 
remarked  that  they  could  not  be  considered  the 
resolutions  of  the  citizens  of  Baltimore;  he  bad 
liever  heard  of  them  there.  He  did  not  then 
know  that  they  were  the  resolutions  of  a  conven- 
tion held  in  that  city.  He  made  this  explanation 
because,  by  this  statement,  it  would  appear  a 
most  rude  and  unprovoked  attack. 

Mr.  DAVIS.of  Indiana,  then  renewed  his  mo- 
tion to  suspend  the  rules,  for  the  purpose  of  calling 
those  States  for  resolutions  which  were  not  called 
yesterday. 

The  motion  did  not  prevail. 

Mr.  DAVIS  asked  leave  to  present  some  testi- 
mony ttkgo  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Leave  was  not  granted. 

.Mr.  KENNEDY,  of  Maryland,  introduced  his 
colleague,  Mr.  Spence,  who  took  tlie  oath  and 
his  seat. 

REPORT  ON  THE  RULES. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  called  for 

The  SPEAKER  announced  the  business  in  or- 
der, during  the  morning  hour,  to  be  a  report  of 
the  Select  Committee  on  Rules,  with  the  amend- 
ments thereon,  and  that  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia [Mr.  OaoMcooi.B]  was  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  said  he  believed  that  he 
was  himself  entitled  to  tbe  floor,  having  yielded 
only  for  a  motion  for  ailjournmont,  after  submit- 
ting his  amendment,  and  be  was  not  disposed  to 
give  up  his  right. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  observed  that  so  much  hod 
occurred  after  he  had  submitted  his  amendment, 
tliat  he  did  not  consider  himself  entitled  to  the 
floor. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  said  he  was  desirous  of 
occupying  the  attention  of  the  House  for  a  very 
short  time.  * 

Mr.  WHITE  rose  to  inquire  how  this  matter 
was  going  to  be  proceeded  with,  and  whether  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  DroVicoole]  hod 
yielded  the  floor  to  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see ? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  the  Chair  under- 
stood the  gentleman  from  Virginia  to  have  con- 
cedi-d  the  right  of  i  ho  gentleman  from  Tennessee. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  proceeded.  He  was  de- 
sirous of  calling  the  attenlit>n  of  the  HouRe,  and 
particularly  of  the  Democratic  members,  to  the 
position  in  which  the  rules  of  the  House  were 
now  placed,  and  of  showing  the  necessity  of 
adopting  the  amendment  which  he  had  submitted 
the  other  evening  as  a  substiluie  fur  all  the  other 
propositions,  (he  first  of  which  was  tlie  report  of 
the  select  committee,  and  secondly,  the  proposi- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  creating  a 
new  set  of  rules. 

If  we  undertake  (o  vole  on  the  rules  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Adaus,]  and 
adopt  them,  we  must  necessanly,  if  gentlemen  in 
the  opposition  choose  it,  vote  on  the  yeas  and 
nays  one  hundred  and  eight  lim>!S,besid<-8on  the 
various  sulidivisions  of  which  they  are  suscepti- 
ble. Besides,  by  adopting  tlicm,  many  important 
rules,  deemed  necessary  for  facilitating  the  busi- 
ness of  the  House,  would  be  left  out— such  as  the 
"  hour  rule,"  tbe  Slsi  rule,  and  (he  rule  enabling 
the  majority,  at  pleasure,  to  go  in  and  out  of  com- 
mittee. They  would  also  be  deprived  of  (he  most 
important  rule  that  had  ever  been  adopted  for  ex- 
pediting the  business  of  tlic  House — that  of  al- 
lowing members  to  present  their  petiliniis  at  (he 
Clerk  s  table,  and  have  (hem  referred  to  the  ap- 
propriate committees.  Now,  suppose  the  prop- 
osition of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
Dromgoole]  was  adopted;  to  arrive  at  that  rAiili, 
they  must  have  (he  yeas  and  nays  one  hundred 
anil  eight  limes,  if  such  is  (he  pleasure  of  the  Op- 
position, which  would  take  nearly  two  weeks; 
and  after  that,  tliey  would  be  deprived  of  some  of 
the  most  important  rules  for  facilitating  tbe  busi- 
ness of  the  House.  To  show  the  Inconvenience 
to  which  (he  House  might  be  subjected  by  the 
absence  of  one  of  tbe  rules  to  which  he  bad  re- 
ferred, he  would  relate  a  circumstance  that  oc- 
curred here  four  years  ago.    There  was  a  bill 


before  the  House,  which  had  been  debated  for 
weeks,  and  which  the  House  was  determined  to 
pass.  The  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Bar- 
nabd]  commenced  a  speech  about  sundown;  and, 
being  really  sick, entreated  the  House  to  adjourn 
over  to  the  next  day,  to  give  him  an  opportunity  * 
of  continuing  his  speech.  The  yeas  and  nays 
were  taken  on  tRe  motion,  and  it  was  rejected. 
Tbe  gentleman  went  on  with  his  S|>aech,  and  a 
number  of  the  members  went  to  supper,  leaving 
the  House  without  a  quorum;  when  the  member 
yielded  the  floor  to  a  motion  to  adjourn.  A  call 
of  the  House  ensued ;  and^  after  that,  the  honor- 
able gentleman,  sick  as  he  was,  continued  the 
speecn  commenced  at  sundown  till  sunrise  next 
morning. 

Mr.  BARNARD  here  jnode  an  explanation 
not  malerinlly  differing  as  to  facts. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  did  not  know  that  the  ex- 
planation given  by  the  honorable  gentleman  made 
the  matter  tiny  better  for  him — it  only  proved 
more  strongly  the  necessity  of  having  the  rule; 
and  he  ventured  to  say  that  without  it,  that  mem- 
ber and  some  others  would  occupy  the  time  of 
the. House  fur  days,  and  nights  too,  to  the  exclu- 
sion of  its  necessary  and  important  business. 
Now,  1^  to  this  21st  rule,  about  which  all  tha 
difficulty  had  arisen.  He  bad  been  in  the  Houso 
ever  since  the  abolition  subject  was  first  agitated, 
and  was  well  familiar  with  all  the  circumstances 
which  led  to  its  adoption.  When  it  first  com- 
menced, southern  members  contended  that  there 
ought  to  be  no  discussion  on  the  subject  at  all — 
that  it  was  a  subject  with  which  Congress  liad 
nothing  to  do;  but  it  increased  at  such  a  rate  as 
materially  in  interfere  with  the  transaction  of 
business.  Then  the  Patten  resolutions  were 
adopted;  after  them  the  Pinckncy  resolutions; 
then  the  Atherton  resolutions,  and  finally  the 351  h 
rule.  Now,  how  were  all  these  adopted  ?  There 
were  Democratic  members  from  the  North  who 
voted  with  the  Whigsand  Democrats  of  the  South, 
and  in  that  way  all  these  resolutions  and  (he  SIst 
rule  were  carried;  and  they  could  carry  them  now 
in  the  some  wuy,  if  all  the  southern  members 
would  vote  as  they  ihen  did.  But  what  had 
(hey  seen  (his  session  ?  The  difficulty  commenced 
nil  a  proposition  for  the  adoption  of  rules  for  the 
Houso,  by  a  motion  of  (he  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sacbiisetis  [Mr,  AsAHs]  (o  except  the  Soth  rule. 
This  look  place  on  ihe  ^3d  December,  1843;  and 
by  (lint  vo'e  it  was  excepted.  The  vote  stood  91 
to  95.  When  that  was  done  he  was  struck  with 
astonishment  10  find  that  it  was  done  by  the  votfs 
of  Routlierii  Whigs.  If  they  had  stood  with  us 
as  the  lion  hern  Democrats  have  done,  we  should 
have  carried  that  rule. 

Mr.  ADA  MS  said  that  the  gentleman  was  mis- 
taken in  stating  the  question.  The  rule  wtw  sus- 
tained by  the  vote  he  had  just  referred  to;  which 
wiis  91  fur  abolishing  tbe  rule,  and  95  for  retain- 
ing it. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  said  that  possibly  be  might 
have  been  mistaken  in  his  recoileoiions  as  to  the 
eflect  of  the  vote  on  that  occasion;  but  he  was  not 
inisioken  in  his  recollections  of  the  vole  given  tho 
other  day.  Wc  wjinted  the  subject  to  go  over 
until  the  Stale  of  Maryland  was  represented,  and 
till  tho  reprexeiiiatiuii  of  the  Stale  of  Georgia  was 
completed,  counting  on.ihe  additional  votes  from 
those  Suites  to  reuiin  the  rule;  but  as  soon  as  the 
represeniation  from  those  Slates  was  full,  how 
stood  the  vote,'  On  llie  motion  of  his  lionorablo 
friend  from  Virginia  to  lay  tbe  whole  subject  of 
the  reports  on  the  table,  and  by  this  means  leave  . 
the  25ih  rule  in  full  force,  as  it  was  one  of  the 
rules  of  the  last  9"ngress,  which  hod  been  pro- 
visionally adopted — when  they  were  called  in 
vote  on  (his  subject,  (to  retain  the  21st  rule,)  hu 
would  link  the  House — he  would  ask  his  Demo- 
cratic friends,  to  reflect  on  the  state  of  the  vote 
then  given.  Of  the  members  from  his  Stat* , 
(Tennessee,)  ijiree  of  the  Whigs  voted  agaiD^l 
saving  this  25th  rule.  From  the  State  of  Ken- 
lucky,  three  of  the  Whig  party  also  voted  again>  t 
laying  the  subject  on  the  table;  and  from  (he  Sluio 
of  Georgia,  he  was  sorry  lo  find  that  one  of  his 
friends  voted  in  the  same  way, 

Mr.  BLACK,  of  Georgia,  asked  permission  of 
the  gentleman  to  explain  his  reasons  for  givin:; 
that  vote.  He  wished  the  gentleman  to  reply  i>i 
bis  request,  and  to  grant  or  refuse  it. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  declined  yielding  any  por- 
tion of  his  hour,  unless  to  correct  facta.  He  th>.ii 
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went  on  to  say,  that  on  the  vote  to  which  he  was 
referring,  he  found  that  four  of  the  Whig  njcm- 
bere  from  North  Carolina  also  voted  aeainst  the 
motion  to  lay  the  subject  on  the  table.  From  the 
^tate  of  Maryland,  he  found  four  Whig  mem- 
bers; from  tlie  State  of  Virginia,  two;  and  from 
the  Stale  of  South  Carolina,  one  member;  all 
voting  against  the  retention  of  this  rule,  which 
was  deemed  so  essential  to  the  preservation  of 
southern  rights.  In  this  way,  there  were  nine- 
teen votes  from  the  slaveholding  Slates  against 
•  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table,  and  consequently 
against  the  retention  of  this  rule. 

Mr.  CAUSIN  asked  permission  to  explain  the 
reasons  for  his  vote;  but  Mr.  J.  declined  giving 
way. 

Mr.  0.  JOHNSON  continued.  If,  on  this 
question,  deemed  so  important  to  the  South,  all 
the  Representatives  from  the  southern  States  had 
gone  with  us,  the  rule  would  have  been  retained, 
and  would  now  be  in  full  force.  When  I  ask  my 
northern  Democratic  friends,  who  have  stood  by 
-  us  year  aAer  year  in  sustaining  this  rule,  deemed 
80  important  to  the  preservation  of  the  rights  of 
the  South,  still  to  assistusin  maintaining  it,  they 
answer,  "  with  what  reason  can  you  call  on  us  to 
sustain  this  rale,  when  we  find  southern  nvmbers 
voting  against  it?"  Coniiidering  this  stale  of 
things,  he  deemed  the  21st  rule  as  lost;  and  that 
it  could  never,  under  any  circumstances,  be  adopt- 
ed. Would  the  House  then  goon  without  rules, 
and  submit  to  the  inextricable  confusion  and  de- 
lay of  business  iliat  would  consequently  follow? 
What,  then,  were  they  to  do?  If  they  adopted 
the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chaaetts  they  might  be  voting  on  it,  ruI6  by  rule, 
till  the  1st  of  April.  If  they  adopted  the  propo- 
sition of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
pR0MO00t.e]  the  result  would  be  the  same;  and 
in  either  case  they  would  be  deprived  of  several 
necessary  and  important  rules  for  the  transaction 
of  the  business  of  the  House,  which  he  had  just 
referred  to.  He  would  then  appeal  to  his  Dem- 
ocratic friends  whether  the  best  course,  under  all 
the  circumstances,  would  not  be  to  adopt  (he 
amendment  he  had  submitted?  His  proposition 
was  to  adopt  the  rules  of  the  last  Whig  Congress, 
with  the  exception  of  the  3l8t  rule,  to  which  the 
Whi^  could  not,  of  course,  object;  and  then  to 
provide,  ss  a  substitute  for  that  rule,  a  clause 
which  was  nothing  more  nor  less  than  the  Ather- 
ton  resolutions. 

In  submitting  this  proposition,  he  did  not  mean 
to  say  that  he  preferred  it  to  the  21st  rule,  which 
he  had  voted  for  and'would  rather  have;  but  he 
was  satisfied  that  he  could  not  get  it,  and  was 
therefore  willing  to  take  the  next  best'thing  that 
he  could  get.  He  wished  to  put  a  atop  to  the 
continued  agitation  of  this  subject,  and  the  tedi- 
ous, useless  debate  that  so  materially  interfered 
with  the  business  of  the  House. 

He  had  voted  for  the  Atherton  resolutions,  and 
the  Pinckney  resolutions;  in  short,  he  had  voted 
for  all  these  rules,  with  a  view  to  promote  the 
public  busirftss.  He  now  desired  to  stop  this 
useless  debate,  and  he  would  vote  for  any  riile 
that  would  accomplish  that  ead.  If  they  could 
not  get  the  2l8t  rule,  he  entreated  the  House  to 
get  the  next  best  thing,  and  go  on  and  do  the 
business  of  the  country.  -  He  went  on  to  show 
the  advantose  taken  of  this  subject  by  southern 
Whigs,  anathe  manner  in  which  they  sought  to 
hold  Mr.  Van  Buren  and  his  friends  responsible 
for  the  eonsequAices,  whatever  they  might  be. 

[A  message  was  here  received  from  the  Senate, 
by  the  hands  of  Asbiibt  Dickins,  Esq.,  its  Sec- 
retary, transmitting  several  bills  which  had  been 
passed  by  the  Senate.] 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  resumed.and  said  the  sole 
object  he  had  in  view  was  to  get  some  rule  where- 
by they  could  do  the  business  of  the  House.  As 
to  the  31st  rule,  he  cared  nothing  about  it,  any 
iVirtber  than  as  it  operated  on  the  business  of  the 
House, 

Mr.  HALE  remarked,  that  he  had  not  hereto- 
fore troubled  the  House  upon  this  excitinr  sub- 
ject; not  because  he  had  not  thought  much,  and 
nad  settled  principles  upon  it,  but  for  other  rea- 
sons with  which  he  would  not  trouble  the  House. 
But  feeling  responsible,  as  one  of  the  Represent- 
atives of  the  people,  for  the  waste  of  time  that 
had  already  occurred,  and  was  still  likely  to  oc- 
cur if  this  debate  continued,  and  believing  that 
DO  possible  good  could  accrue  to  anybody  from 


its  longer  continuance,  he  moved  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN,  Mr.  BLACK,  of  Geotpia, 
and  others,  desired  him  to  withdraw  that  motion, 
to  give  them  an  opportunity  to  speak  on  the  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  RAYNER  also  made  some  such  observa- 
tions. 

Mr.  HALE  replied  that  tht  gentlemen  must 
address  their  appeals  to  the  House,  with  which 
be  should  leave  it.  He  had  discharged  bis  duty,' 
and  declined  further  to  interfere. 

Mr.  OROMGOOLE  desired  permission  to 
make  a  suggestion.     [Cries  of  "  No  !"  "No!"] 

Mr.  DAVIS  and  Mr.  PAYNEalso  made  some 
remarks  in  reference  to  the  effect  of  sustaining  the 
previous  question,  and  the  question  upon  which 
the  House  would  be  called  to  vote. 

The  SPE  A  KER  rose  to  put  the  question  on  sec- 
onding the  Uemniid  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  HALE  called  for  tellers;  and  they  were 
ordered.  • 

Messrs.  MoRPHT  and  Wihtbrop  were  ap- 
pointed; and  they  reported — ayes  90,  noes  74. 

There  was,  therefore,  a  second. 

Tiie  question  then  recurred,  "  Shall  the  main 
question  be  now  put?" 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays;  and  they  were  ordered  , 

Mr.  LEWIS  inquired  how  the  proposition  of 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  C.  John- 
son] had  taken  ihe'plsce  of  the  amend munt  of 
the  eenlleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Dromgoole?] 

The  SPEAKER  replied,  as  an  amendment  to 
the  amendment. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  SAUNDERS, 

Mr.  WINTHROP  asked  thai  the  Clerk  might 
read  the  proposition  on  which  the  House  would 
be  called  upon  to  vote. 

The  Clerk  accordingly  read  the  proposition  of 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  as  follows: 

Th»t  tlie  rulei  of  tlie  last  Congress  shall  be  adopted  liy 
thin  House,  Kzcept  tlio  2l8t ;  and  tliat  alt  peiitinris  in  reta- 
tioit  to  itie  fthi'ilitlon  of  flBvery  in  lite  Df^itrict  of  Columbia 
and  the  THrriioriua  shall  be  received  sud  laid  upon  Ike  taUe 
wiUlout  debate.      • 

'Mr.  COBB  inquired  if  it  was  in  order  to  move 
a  suspension  of  the  rules,  so  as  to  go  on  with 
this  matter  te-day,  after  the  expiration  of  tiie 
morning  hour?    [Cries  of  "Agreed."] 

Mr.  BELSER  moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  BLACK,  of  Georgia,  inquired  the  effect 
of  such  a  motion,  and  whether  it  would  not  carry 
the  two  reports  of  the  committee  with  it  ? 

The  SPEAKER  was  understood  to  say  that 
it  would  carry  the  pending  proposition  and  the 
amendments  to  the  table. 

Mr.  ROGERS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table ;  and  they  were 
ordered. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  taken;  and  they  re- 
sulted— yeas  90,  nays  98;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Ashe,  Atkinson,  Bsrringer,  Belser,  Bid- 
lack,  James  Black,  Blackwelt,  Boson  r,  Bower,  Boyd.Jacoli 
Brinkerlioir,  Auroa  V.  BroiVn, Milton  Brown.  VVillitioi  J. 
Brown,  Burke,  Bun,  Caldwell,  Campbell,  CaDxiti,  Reuben 
Ch.lpnian,  Chappell,  Cliuch,  Clinloii,  Cobb,  (^iles,  Cnllmn, 
Daniel,  Garrett  Davis,  Dean,  Dehcrry,  Dellel,  DickioMtn, 
Ficlchn,  Footer,  French,  tJriiier,  Humtneu,  llaralsiHi,  Hen- 
ley, Hoge,  Hopkins,  Houston,  Hubard,  Ilu)[)ies,  Jameson, 
Cuve  j4thiiBnn,  Andrew  Johnson,  George  W.  Jones,  Treslon 
King,  Labrauclte,  Lewis,  Lucas,  Lumpkin,  McClernaod, 
McConncll,  Mathews.  Moore,  Murphy,  Norris,  Owen, 
Payne.  Peyioa,  Frail,  David  8.  Rcid.  Itedlni,  Kell'e,  Klielt, 
Killer,  StJobn,  Siiunden,  Simpson,  Slidell,  John  T.  Smrtlt, 
Itobert  Smith,  s^teenroU,  Stephens,  Stiles,  Stone,  Strung, 
Summers,  Taylor,  Thoiuasfton,  Thomp-on,  Tibbnits,  Tuck- 
er, VVfller,  Wenlwonh,  WiKwIward,  and  Yost— 90. 

NAYi? — Messra.  Abliolt,  Adams,  Anderson,  Baker,  Bar- 
nard, Bcardsley,  Benton,  Edward  J.  Black,  Brodliead, 
BuHlngton,  Vary.  Carroll,  Callin,  Clineman,  ColLimer, 
Cranoton,  Dnna,  Kichard  D.  Duvis,  John  \V.  Davis,  Dickey 
Dillingham,  Droni|;oole,  Duncan,  Dunlap,  Eilio,  Elmer, 
Farlee,  Foot,  Giddinp,  Oyrain  Green,  Hale,  Hamlin,  Har- 
din, iUrper^  Hays,  Herrick,  Holmes,  Hubbeli,  Hudson, 
iiungerford,  Washington  Hum,  Jumi's  8.  Hum,  Joseph  R. 
lugersoll,  Irvin,  Jenka,  Periey  B.  Jolmsnn,  Andrew  Ken 
nc-dy,%ohn  P.  Kennedy,  Daniel  P.  Kint,  Kirkpoirick, 
Leonard,  Lyon,  McCauslen,  Mcl^lelland,  McDowell,  Mc- 
Hvaine,  Marsh,  Edward  J.  Morris,  Josipli  Morris,  Mor»e, 
Moseley,  Nes,  Newton,  Parinemer,  Patterson,  Elisha  B. 
Potter,  Emery  D.  Potter,  Preston.  Purdy,  Kam'sey,  Itnlhbun, 
Rayner,  Charles  M.  Reed,  Itoblnsoo,  Rockwell,  Rogers, 
Hamide,  SfChenck,  Senter,  Severance,  Thomas  1 1 .  Seymour, 
David  L.  Seymour,  Simons,  Allien  Smith,  Caleb  B.  Smith, 
Stetson,  John  Stewart,  Sykes,  Tyler,  Vance,  Vinloii, 
Weiliered,  Wbeaion,  Wliile,Williaiiu,Wiuibrop,Williaa> 
Wright,  and  Joseph  A.  VVrig lit— »8. 

So  the  subject  was  not  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BRODHEAD,  the  rules  were 


suspended  for  the  purpose  of  proceeding  with  the    , 
subject  now  before  the  House  beyond  the  morn- 
ing hour. 

The  question  being  "  Shall  the  main  question 
be  now  put?" 

Mr.  RAYNER  inquired  what  the  effect  would 
be,  provided  the  House  refused  to  take  the  main 
question  ? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  the  subject  would, 
in  that  case,  go  over  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  CAUSIN  inquired  whether,  in  case  the 
subject  went  over  from  day  to  day,  the  previous 
question  would  be  enforced  whenever  the  various 
propositions  came  up? 

The  SPEAKER  replied,  that,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Chair,  such  would  be  the  case. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  taken  upon  the 
question,  "Shall  the  main  question  be  now  put?" 
and  resulted — yeas  159,  nays  24;  as  foHows: 

YEAS—Messrs.  Abbnii,  Adsna,  Audrrson,  Baker,  Bsr- 
ringer, Barnard,  Bcanlsley,  Belser,  Benton,  Edward  J. 
Black,  James  Black,  Bluckwell,  litMsMr,  Bower,  Bnfi, 
Jacob  Biinkerlwfl',  Brodliead.  Miiton  Btatm,  WHIiSM  Jl. 
Brown,  Bultngton,  Burke,  Bun,  Caldwell, Oasey.CaROU, 
Catlin,  Cau^in,  Clinch,  Chillmi,  Cobb,  Coles,  Cnllawer, 
Critss,  Cnllom,  Dann,  Daniel,  fiarrrll  Davis,  Richard  D. 
Davis,  Jolin  W.  Dsvis.  Dean,  Dellei,  Dickey,  DiekisHW, 
Diliinihaiu.  Duncan,  Ounhip,  ElUa,  Ekiier,  Fartee.  Fick- 
lin.  Fish,  Foster,  French.  Byrnui  tureen,  Gdnnell.  Gnder, 
Hale,  linmlin,  HnrnUon,  Harper,  Hayes,  Henley,  ll^rrick. 
Holmes,  Ho.^H,  Hopkins,  Ilouslon,  Hotnird,  Httbbelt, 
Huglies.  Hwigerftird,  Washinguui  Hunt,  Jaiiies  II.  Kiiat, 
Joseph  U.  IngersotI,  Irvin,  Jameson,  Jenks,  Andrew  J<ihB- 
son.  Cave  Joluuiou,  Periey  B.  Jolmson,  Gi-orge  W.  Junes, 
Andrew  Kennedy,  John  P.  Kennedy,  Pri^stoii  King,  Daniel 
P.  Kins,  Kirkpntrick,  Lahranche,  LconnnI,  Lewio,  l.ueas, 
Lumpkin,  JUct'auiden,  McCleHand,  McClemand,  MeCon- 
nell,  McDowell,  Mcllvaiue,  Matliews,  Moore,  Edward  J. 
Morris,  Joseph  Morris,  Moseley,  Nes,  Newtoo,  Nonia, 
Owen,  Parmeiiter,  PallerMon,  Peyton,  ]^ii=ha  R.  Hotter, 
Emery  D.  Poller,  Pralt,  Presion,  Purdy,  Rnthlian.  Rayiier, 
Charles  M.  Heed,  Kediiig,  Bella,  Riuer,  Robiuson,  Keck- 
well,  Bngecs,  Kussdl,  Su  John.  Souinr,  Tbosias  U.  Sey- 
mour, David  L.  BeyiiKHir,  Simons,  Simpson.  Slideil,  Jobs 
T.  Smith,  'i'homos  Amiili,  Roben  SiuiUi,  SteenitMl.  SiC; 
phens,  Sletson,  John  Stewan,  Sliles,  Stone,  Strong,  tram- 
mers, Sykes,  Taylor,  Tliomassmi,  Ti|d«its,  Taeki'r,  Tyier, 
Weller,  Wnntworth,  WeUicn-d.  Wlwauia,  Williams, 
Wiiithrop,  Woodward,  Williani  Wrigbt,  Jose|ih  A. Wright, 
and  Yost— 159. 

NAVS— Messrs.  Ashe.  Bidlsek,  Campbell,  ReakrsChsp- 
man,  Cbappell,  Clingiiian,  Cranston.  Lietieny.  Dromgoole, 
Foot.  Giddinss,  ilamnieii,  Hardin,  Marsk,  Morse,  Payne, 
Unvid  S.  Held,  Sainple.  Sauinlcrs,  Severance,  Tliooipiiag, 
Vance,  Vinioii,  and  White— 34. 

So  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  put. 

Mr.  LEWIS#ioved  to  lay  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  C  JoaKsoM] 
on  the  table.  He  did  so  fn  onier  to  get  a  direct 
vote  on  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from 
Vireinia,  (Mr.  Dronooolc] 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  motion  was  not 
in  order. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  asked  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  amendment. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  asked  for  a  division  of  the 
question  on  his  nmendment. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  conu-nded  that  it  was  not 
ausceptible  of  division.  There  was  not,  he  said, 
a  distinct  substantive  proposition  left,  jf  the  first 
part  were  taken  away. 

Some  conversBtinn  followed,  in  which  Mesais. 
C.JOHNSON,  WINTHROP,  A.JOHNSON, 
DROMGOOLE,  and  ADAMS  took  part;  when 

The  SPEAKER  having  decided  that  the  ques- 
tion was  not  divisible, 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  appealed  from  that  de- 
cision. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  moved  to  lay  the  whole  sub- 
ject  on  the  table. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  moved  to  lay  the  appeal  on 
the  table. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative— ayes  90,  noes  38. 

So  the  nppeni  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  A.  V.  BROWN  moved  to  lay  the  wbols 
subject  on  the  table. 

Mr.  DRO.MGOOLE  raised  the  question  that 
the  motion  was  out  of  order;  the  previous  ques- 
tion having  been  ordered. 

The  SPEAKER  overruled  the  point  of  order. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  laying  the 
whole  subject  on  the  table,  and  decided  in  the 
negative — yeas,  90,  nays  94;  as  follows: 

YEAS  — Messra.  Asbe,  Alklnaon,  Bsrrinfrr,  IMaer, 
Bidlack,  Jami-s  Black,  Blackwell,  Bossier,  Bower,  Boyd, 
Jacob  Brinkerhotf,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Milton  Brown,  Wil- 
liam J.  Brown,  Burke,  Bun,  Caldwell,  CampbeH,  Benbra 
Chapman,  Cba|tpell.  Clinton,  (7obb,  4;oles,  Croas,  tJuOoni, 
Uoaivl,  Garreu  Davis,  Dean,  Deberrjr,  Dvllet,  UtcUsxa, 
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Duncan,  Fkklhi,  Pmlrr,  French,  Grider,  Hammrtt.  Hntnl- 

«nn,  Renley.  H(>K«,  UopkinM,  llotlj^tnn,  lluharrf,  Ihl^tiPii, 
Janienm,  Cnve  Johrtttnn,  Andrew  JitliiiMiit,  Gvon^e  VV. 
Jones,  Andrew  Kenni-tly,  Preiftoti  Kins.  Labranclin,  Lcwin, 
I.HOls,  Lnnipkin.  McClrrnand,  Mcl'onnull,  Mnlhcwti, 
Moore.  MurfHiy,  Nnni8,<Jwcn,  Paynt;,  iVytnn,  Pratt,  Hnvid 
S.  Held,  Ki^din?,  Krile,  Hliett,  Riiut,  IIiiiimH,  St.  John, 
Bnaiidnv,  Siiiip«on,  Slidcll,  Jnbn  T.  diniili,  Robert  tSiiiJtb, 
Sleenrod,  9tilf  ti.  Stone,  StrnnK,  Summers,  Taylor,  Thomaa- 
*oii,  Thompmn,  Tibhntoi,  Tackcr,  Weller,  Wemworih, 
Wnndwai^.  and  yo.t— 90. 

N.^VS— Mesan.  Abbott.  Ariama,  Andnison,  Baker,  Rar- 
iMn),  Beardiley,  Benton,  Edward  J.  Ulack,  Umdhcail,  Dnf- 
fliiffton,  Cary,  Carroll,  Catliii,  Caoitln,  ('linch,  ClUigniau, 
<7(Hlanier,Cran:ilon,  Richard  D  Dnvi*,  Dickcv,  Dllllnghnin, 
DnHOfnole,  naiihip,  KHi«.  Blnn-r.  Far  i;p.  Fi^h,  Pont.  GM- 
diuga,  Byrani  Green.  Grinnrll,  Hale,  Hardin,  Hnrper,  Haya, 
Heinek,  Hobbell,  tiadton,  Hunj(erii>rd,  Waihiiiftnn  Hnnt, 
Jaiuea  B.  Hunt,  Irvin,  Jenka.  Perlcy  B.  Jolinion,  John  P. 
Kennedy.  Daniel  P.  King,  Kirkpairtck.  Leonaiii,  Lyon, 
McCauiden,  McClelland.  McDowell.  Mcllvnine,  Marall, 
Gdwanl  J.  Morris,  Jneeph  Morria,  Mnrae,  Mnaetey,  Nea, 
Newton.  PHrioejitcr,  Putierwin,  KliHni  R.  Potter,  Prefton, 
rurdy,  Itawaey,  Rayiier,  Chiirlcfl M.  Itced, tt>bini>on,  Rock- 
awll,  Rofvra,  Sampie.  9chenck,  Senter.  Severatice,  Tlioin. 
aa  H.  Heymour,  Itavid  L.  Sevmtnjr,  Siumna,  Allwrt  SiniUi, 
Caleb  D.  Xmith,  Hlephens,  titelwin,  .Andrew  Stewart,  Ty- 
ler, Vance,  Vhilnii,  VVetlicrvd,  Wlientoii,  White,  WilluuiM, 
Wiuthrop,  and  William  Wright— M. 

Mr.  SCHENCE  aiked  for  a  tliTiaion  of  the 
proposition  of  the  geiilleman  from  Tenneaaee,  so 
that  a  vote  might  be  taken  on  each  rule  of  the 
laai  Congress.  When  the  question  of  the  right 
of  the  members  of  the  four  States  to  their  scats 
was  befoie  Ihe  House,  the  question  was  taken  on 
the  rij(ht  of  individual  members,  beginning  with 
Mr.  Hale,  of  New  Hampshire,  and  he  ilesired 
that  the  vole  should  be  taken  on  the  8e(>arnie 
propositions  now.  They  could  dispense  with 
the  yeas  and  nays,  and  therefore  it  would  not 
occupy  much  time  to  act  on  the  whole. 

Some  conversAlon  ensued,  and  uhimatelyMr. 
SCHENCK  withdrew  his  motion,  with  th«  inti- 
mation that  he  should  make  it  at  another  oppor- 
tunity. 

The  SPBAKEH  then  pot  the  question  on  the 
proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  thereon,  and  they  were  ordered;  and  being 
taken,  restllted — yeas  35,  nays  143;  as  follows: 

YEA9 — Messra.Aiideraon, Benton,  Bidlack,  James  Black, 
Bower,  Jacob  niiiikcrhnir,  Brodhcnd,  Burke,  Dana,  John 
Vr.  Dnvhi,  Dcrth,  Ilnngerliird,  Jnitieo  B.  Huaj,  Cave  John- 
aofi .  Andrew  Kennedy,  Preston  Kiiiff,  Kirkpamck.Leonnrd, 
McOoWttll*  MtMwu,  MurpJiy,  Nurrii*,  Pmtl,  Preston,  Purdy, 
ltK4ling,  Killer,  Simons.  John  T.  Smith,  I'hoinas  Smith, 
Sirtaon,  Sykes,  Joseph  A.  Wright,  and  Yost— 35. 
NAV8— Me«-n.  Abbott,  Adams,  Ashe,  Atkinson,  Baker, 
,  Barringer,  Banronl,  Beanisley,  Reiser,  Edward  J.  Black, 
Blaekwell,  Boatier,  Boyd,  Aarini  V.  Brown,  Milton  Brown, 
Baflingtnn,  Bnrt, Caldwell, Campbell, Cnry.Carrnll,  Catlin, 
Catlsin, Reuben  Chapman,  Aaguslus  A. Clia|iinnn,Chappell, 
ClIMcb,  Cliii0nan,  Colib,  Collamer.  Cranston,  Cross,  Cut 
hMD,  Daniel,  Cirretl  Davis,  Ricliard  U.  Davis,  Deberry,  Del- 
ict* Dickey,  Dickinson,  Dillinglinm,  Dromgimlc,  Dunlap, 
Ell^  Elmer.  Ficklin.  Fi^ih,  Fool,  Foster,  French,  Glildings, 
6rf  nnell,  Grider,  Hale,  llainlin,  Hanilsoii,  Hardin,  Harper, 
Hajs,fli-mck,  Holmes,  tinge,  Hopkins,  Ilna.4ton,  Hubanl, 
HHbbtfll,  Uudaon,  Uuglii^,  WaKhingiou  Hunt,  Joseph  tt. 
lugeraitll,  Irvin,  Jaini'son,  Jcnks,  Perley  B.  Johnson,  An- 
drew Johnson,  George  W.  Jones.  John  P.  Kennedy,  Oniiiel 
P.  King,  Labranche,  Lewis,  Lucas,  Lumpkin,  Lvtm.  .Mc- 
Catasien,  McClelland,  Mct'lernnnd,  McConnell,  Mcllvaine, 
Marsh.  Mathews,  Edward  J.  Morris,  J  .seph  Morris,  Morse, 
Moaeley,  Nes,  Newton,  Parmenter,  Pattersfm,  Payne,  Pey- 
ton, ElUlia  R.  Fitter,  Emerv  D.  Potter,  Ramsey.  Rnyner, 
cm/lea  M.  Reed,  David  S.  Biiid,  Rplfc,  KheU,  Itohlnsnn, 
Rockwetl,  Rotters,  Sample,  Saunders,  Sehenck,  Scnter, 
Severance,  Thomas  11.  Heyinnitr,  David  L.  Seymour, 
Simpson.  Albert  Smith,  CHivt  B. Smith,  Steenrod,  Stephens, 
Andrew  Stewart.  John  Stewart,  Stiles.  Stone,  Summers, 
Taylor,  llmmasson,  'I'homimm.  Tibhatts.  Tilden,  Tucker, 
Tyler,  Vaiwe,  Vinton,  Welter.  Wentworih,  VVheatow, 
White,  Williaois,  VVuiUirup,  Woodward,  and  William 
Wriglil— l«l. 

The  amendment,  therefore,  was  not  adopted. 

Mr.  McDowell,  when  his  hame  was  called, 
aaid  be  would  vote  for  the  amendment  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee,  notwithstanding  he  was 
opposed  to  the  hour  rule. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  said  there  was  some  hundred 
or  more  rules  containedl  in  the  amendment  to  the 
report;  and  be  supposed  the  proposition  was  di- 
Tisible  into  as  many  parts  as  there  were  rules;  he 
did  not  ask,  however,  so  thorough  n  division  as 
that;  but  he  asked  for  such  a  division  as  would 
give  a  distinct  vote  upon  the  33d  rule ,  and  the  96th 
•■  numbered  in  the  amendment,  and  the  vote  on 
all  the  others  in  bulk. 

Mr.  BELSER  said  he  would  again  move  to  lay 
the  whole  subject  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WHITE  contended  that  a  motion  to  lay 
en  the  table  could  not  be  entertained  afterthe  pre- 
vious question  had  been  ordered;  and  cited  the 
Congressional  Manual,  page  202. 

The  SPEAKER  remarked  that  he  had  been 


guided  by  what  had  been  the  former  practice  of 
the  Hou.sp. 

Mr.  WHITE  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the 
Chair,  and  anon  the  appeal  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  orderea;  and,  being  taken,  resulted — yeas 
99,  nays  76. 

Thus  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  that  the  motion 
to  lay  the  subject  upon  the  table  was  in  order, 
was  sustained  by  the  House. 

The  question  then  recurred  apon  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Belser,  to  lay  the  subject  tipon  the  table, 
and  upon  this  motion  Ihe  yeas  and  nays  were 
ordered;  and  being  taken,  resulted — yeas  78,  nays 
107;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Mcaara.  Atkinson,  Ranringer,  Belser,  Oidlack. 
James  RIack,  Blaekwell,  Brh-sier,  Bower,  Boyd,  Jacob 
Brtnkerliofr,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  .Milton  Bmwh,  Bnrke.  Biirt, 
Caldwell.  Campbell,  Reuben  l^liapman.  Chnppell.  Clinlon, 
Cohh,  Cross,  Cullom,  Diiiiiel,  Dean,  Dellel,  Dickinson, 
Ficklin,  Fo,<ter,  French, Grider,  Maminctt,  Haralson,  Hen- 
ley,  Hof(e,  Hopkins,  Houston,  Htibnrd,  Mnghes,  Jameson, 
Cave  Johnson.  Andrew  Johnson,  Genrte  VV.  Jones,  Preston 
King,  Lahraiu-he,  Lewis,  Lucas,  Lumpkin.  McClernand, 
McConnell,  Maihews,  Moore,  Murnliy,  Norris,  Owen, 
Payne,  David  S.  ISeid,  Reding,  Rell'e,Rhru,Ritter, Russell, 
St.  John,  Saunders,  Simpson,  Slidell,  Robert  Smith,  Stecn- 
rod,  Slone.  Strong,  Taylor,  Tliomasson,  Tlioinpsoii,  Tib- 
balls,  Tucker,  Weller,  Wentwurth,  WwHlwonl,  and  Yost 
—78. 

N  AY.^ — Messn.  AbhntI,  Adams,  Anderson,  Ashe,  Baker, 
Rarnanl,  Bcardsley,  Benton,  Edward  J.  Black,  Brodhead, 
Buffinglon,  Cary,  Carroll,  Catlin,  Causin,  Clinch,  Cling- 
man.  Collamer,  Cmnsu>n,  Dana,  Richard  D.  Davis,  John 
W.  Davis,  Deberry,  Dickey,  Dillingham,  DrfangiMde,  Dun- 
lap,  Elli',  Elmer;  Farlce,  Fish,  Foot.  Giddinga,  Byram 
Green,  Griiinell,  Ilnle,  Hamlin,  Hnroln.  Harper,  Hays, 
Herriek,  Hulibell.  Hudson.  Hungerrord,  Washmgton  Hunt, 
James  B.  Hunt,  Irvin,  Jcnks.  Perlcy  B.  Johnson.  John  P. 
Kennedy,  Daniel  P.  King,  Kirkpatrick,  Lifonard,  Lyon, 
McCauslcn,  McClelland,  McDowell,  Mcllvaine,  Marsh, 
Eilward  J.  Morris,  Joseph  Morris,  Morse.  Moseley,  Ves, 
Newton,  Pannenter,  Patterson,  Peyton,  Elisha  R.  Potter, 
Emery  D.  Poller,  Prnll,  Preston,  Piirdy,  Itimsey,  RayiHtr, 
Charles  M.  Rned,  Robinson,  Rockwell.  Rogers,  Satnpic, 
Sclienck,  Senier,  Severance,  IMiomas  H.  Seymtnir,  David 
L.  Seymour,  Simons,  Albert  Sinitll.  Thomas  Smith,  C.tlcb 
B.  Smitli,  Spenee,  Snqihnns,  Sietson,  Andrew  Stewart, 
John'  Stewart,  Summers,  Svkes,  Tilden,  Tyler,  Vance, 
Vinton,  (Vheaton,  While,  Willinms,  Wlutbrop,  William 
Wright,  and  Jnwph  A.  Wright— 107. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  negatived. 

Some  conversation  on  a  point  oforder  ensued, in 
which  Messrs.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  THOMP- 
SON, and  the  SPEAKER,  took  part. 

Mr.  WELLER  moved  io  lay  the  appeal  on 
the  table;  which  motion  was  carried. 

The  SPE.\KER  sinted  the  division  ofthe  tjuea- 
tinn,ns  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  to 
be;  first,  to  take  the  question  on  adopting  the  re- 
port of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  !i3d  and  96th  rules,  as  numbered  in 
the  amendments,  and  afterwards  to  take  the  ques- 
tion on  each  of  those  rules  separately. 

Mr.  SO  H  ENCK,  by  general  consent,  withdrew 
the  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  tellers  were 
ordered  instead;  when  the  question  was  first  taken 
on  adopting  the  amendment  at  Mr.  Dromgoole, 
with  the  exceptions  above  stated,  and  decided  in 
the  afiirmative. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  retaining  the 
33d  rule,  (excluding  abolition  petitions,)  and 
tlecided  in  the  oegauve— yeas  66,  nays  106;  as 
follows: 

YEAS— Messni.  Ashe,  Atkinson,  Barrtnger.  Belser,  Ed- 
ward J.  Black,  Blaekwell,  Bossier,  Bower,  Boyd,  Jacob 
Brill kerhotr,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Milton  Uroivn,  Wiltinm  J. 
Brown,  Burke,  Bun,  CnUlwcll,  Campbell,  Can!<in,  Reuben 
Olmpinnn,  Cliappell,  Clinch,  Cobb,  t'oles.  Cross,  Cullpin, 
Daniel,  Garrett  Davis,  Deberry,  Dcllel,  Dickinson.  Drom- 
goole,  Ficklin,  French,  Grider,  llammett,  Haralson. Holmes, 
Hoge,  Uopkuis,  llousinn,  Hnbard,  Hughes,  Jameson,  Cave 
Johitaon,  Andrew  Johnson,  Gtortrc  W.  Jones,  Preston 
Kintt,  Labranche,  Lewis,  Lucas,  Lumpkin,  McClernand, 
Mct,'onnell,  Mathews,  Moore,  Murphy,  Newton,  Norris', 
Payne,  Peyton,  Pratt,  Rayaer,  David  S.  Reid.  Reding, 
Ri'ire,  Rh'tl,  Saunders,  Scaler,  Simpson,  Shdell,  Robert 
Smith,  Steenrnd,  Stephens,  Stiles,  Stone,  Strong,  Sum  ■ 
mers,  Taylor,  Tliomasson,  Thomp-ion,  Tibbatis,  Tucker, 
Weller,  wenlwortli,  and  Wooilward — i96. 

NAV3— Messrs.  Abbott,  Adams,  Anderson,  Raker,  Bar- 
nard, Beardslcy,  Beoion,  Uidlack,  James  Black,  Brodhead, 
Uuffinglon,  Cary,  Carroll.  Catlin,  Clingman,  Clinton,  Col- 
lamer, Cranston.  Daiia,  Richard  D.  Davis,  Jolin  W.  Davis, 
Dean,  Dickey,  Dillingham,  Dunlap,  Ellis,  Ehner,  Fariee, 
Fish,  Foot,  Foster,  Gidding,  Uynim  Green,  Grinnell,  Hale, 
H;iinlin,  Uardin,  Harper,  Hays,  Henley,  Herriek,  IlublieU, 
Hudson,  Ilungerford,  Washington  Hunt,  James  B.  Hunt, 
Joseph  R.  Ingcrsoll,  Irving,  Jenks,  Pcriey  B.  Jolinson,  An- 
drew Kennedy,  John  P.  Kennedy,  Daniel  P.  King,  Kirk- 
pnirick,  Leonard.  Lyon.  McCaiislen,  McClelland.  Mcliow- 
ell,  .Mcllvaine,  Marsh,  Edward  J.  Morris,  Joseph  Morris, 
Morse,  Moseley,  Nee,  Owen,  Parmenter,  Patterson,  Elisha 
R.  Poller,  Emery  D.  Potter,  Preston,  Purdy,  Ramsey,  Ralh- 
bnn,  Charles  M.  Reed,  Rlller.  Robinson,  IJockweh,  Rogeni, 
Russell,  Sample,  Schenck,  Severance,  Tbootaa  U.  Sey- 
inour,  David  L.  Seymour,  Simoas,  Albert  Smith,  John  T. 
SaUtb,  Thouiaa  Smith,  Caleb  B.  Sioitb,  Speuce,  Stelnon, 


Andrew  Stewart,  John  Stewart,  Sykes,  Tilden,  Tyler, 
Vance.  Vinton,  Wheaton,  White,  Williams,  Wlnibiop, 
Willia.-n  Wright,  Josepli  A.  Wriglit,  and  Yoai- 100.  ' 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  moved  an  adjournment. 

Mr.  SEYiMOUR,  of  New  York,  called  for  the  % 
yeas  and  nays;  but  they  were  not  ordered. 

Mr.  LEWIS  called  for  tellers,  and  they  were 
ordered;  and  Messrs.  Hunt  anif  Belser  were 
appointed,  and  reported  46  in  the  affirmative  and 
98  in  the  negative. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  BOYU  moved  to  lay  t£e  whole  mibjeet  on   ■ 
the  table. 

On  this  motion  the  yeas  and  nay*  were  called 
for,  and  ordered. 

Mr.  SAMPLE  inquired  whether,  if  this  mo- 
tion prevailed,  it  would  not  carry  to  the  table  that 
portion  which  had  been  acted  upon,  as  well  aa 
that  which  remained  for  the  action  ofthe  House? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  tlial  it  would'. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  taken ;  and  re* 
suited — yeas  88,  nays  99;  as  follows: 

YE.AS— Messrs,  Ashe,  Atkinson,  Barringer,  Belser,  Bid- 
lack,  Edward  J.  Black,  James  Black,  Blaekwell,  Bossier, 
Bower,  Buyd,  Jacob  BrlnkerliolT,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Milton 
Brown,  William  J.  Brown,  Burke,  Uurt,  (yaldweU,  Camp- 
beil,  Causin,  Reuben  Chapman,  Cbappell,  Clinch,  CTobb, 
Coles,  Cross,  Cullom,  Daniel,  Garrett  Davis,  Deberry, 
Dickinson,  Ficklin,  French,  Grider,  Bammett,  Haralaon, 
Hays,  Henley,  Holmes,  Ho^,  Hopkins,  Houston,  Hubard, 
H  ughes,  Jameson,  Cave  Jolmsoa,  Andrew  Johnson, George 
W.  Jones,  Preston  King,  Labranche,  Lewis,  Lucas,  l>aiiip- 
kin,  McClernand,'  Mclkmnell,  Moore,  Newtbo,  Norris, 
Payne,  Peyton,  Pratt,  Beyiier,  David  8.  Reid,  Reding,  Rdfe, 
Rbett,  St.  John,  Saunders,  Senter,  Simpson,  Slidell,  Bnlierl 
Smitli,  Sleenrod,  Siepbena,  Stiles,  Stone,  Sinmg,  Sum- 
mers, Tavlor,  Thnmasson.  Thompaon,  Tibbaua,  Tacker, 
Weller,  Weniwonh,  and  Woodward— W. 

NAVS— Messrs.  Abbott,  Adams,  Anderson,  Barnard, 
Beardslcy,  Benton.  Brodhead,  BulBntion,  Cary,  Carroll, 
Catlin,  Cllngman,  Collamer,  Cranston,  Daua,  Ricliard  D. 
Davis,  John  W.  Davis,  Dean,  Dickey,  Ddlinrtam,  Dtoin- 
goole.  Dunlap,  Ellis,  Elmer,  Fariee,  Pish,  Foot,  Foster, 
Giddings,  Byram  Oreen.  Grinnell,  Hale,  Hamlin,  Hardin, 
Harper,  tlerrriek,  Hubbell,  Hudson,  Hungnliicd,  Wash- 
ington Hunt,  James  B.  Hunt,  Joseph  R.  Issersnll,  Irvin, 
Jenks,  Perlcy  B.  Johnson.  Jolin  P.  Kennedy,  Daniel  P. 
King,  Kirkpatrick,  Leonard,  Lyon,  Mc<*auslen,  McClel- 
land, McDowell,  Mcllvaine,  Marsh,  Edward  J.  Morris, 
Joseph  Monls,  Morse,  Mnaeley,  Nes,  Pannenter,  Ponersoa, 
Elisha  R.  Potter,  Emery  D.  Potter,  Preston,  Purdy,  Ranseir,. 
Rathbun.  Charia*  M.  Reed,  Ritler,  Kobinaon,  Rockwell, 
Rogers,  Russell,  Sample,  Seheuck,  Severance,  Thouiaa  H. 
Seymour,  David  L.  Seymour,  SimoiM,  Albert  Smith,  John 
T.  Smith,  Caleb  B.  Smith,  Spenee,  Suitaoa.AadinwSieir- 
art,  John  Siewan,  Svkes,  Tilden,  Tyler.  Vance,  VlMnn, 
Wheaton,  While,  VVilliaiiis,  WIntbrop,  William  Wright, 
Joseph  A.  Wright,  and  Yoet— M. 

So  the  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  of  Indiana,  inoved  an  adjourn- 
ment; which  motion  was  negatived. 

M  r .  B  A  RRI NGER  called  for  a  further  division 
of  the  question,  so  that  a  distinct  vote  might  be 
taken  upon  the  40th  and  41st  rules;  which  are  as 
follows: 

"  40.  It  shall  not  be  in  order  forsny  member,  undercover 
ofa  proposiUoii  to  correct  thejourasl,  to  move  losprend  on 
Uie  Journal  any  paper  or  document  which  the  House  has 
previously  refused  to  receive  or  hear  read. 

"  41.  When  niotiona  are  made  to  correct  or  amend  4be 
Journal,  by  the  insertion  of  papers  or  documents  therein.  If 
the  House  sliall  not  decide  in  lavor  or  the  proposition,  the 
papers  or  documents  so  proposed  to  be  inserted  shall  not 
be  entered  on  the  Journal,  notwithsunding  the  yeas  and 
nays  may  be  desired  %r  one  fllUi  of  Ihe  members  present, 
and  entered  on  the  Jourasl." 

Objection  was  made  to  a  further  division,  and 
the  Speaker  being  colled  upon  to  decide  the  point, 
was  understood  to  give  it  as  his  opinion,  that  the 
division  which  the  gentleman  proposed  could  not 
now  be  made  unless  there  was  a  reconsideration 
of  ihe  vote  by  which  the  amendment  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  was  adopted — the  proposi- 
tion being  to  strilte  out  and  insert.      * 

Mr.  BARRINQER  then  moved  a  reconsider- 
ation of  that  vote. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  sogsested  that  a  reconsid- 
eration could  not  be  moved  until  the  whole  ques- 
tion had  been  determined. 

The  SPEAKER  declared  such  to  be  the  opin- 
ion of  the  Chair;  and  proceeded  to  put  the  quear 
tion  upon  the  adoption  of  the  96lh  rule. 

Upon  this  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  de- 
manded and  ordered. 

Mr.  BARNARD  asked  for  a  division  of  this 
rule  at  the  word  "  present." 

The  question  was  accordingly  put  on  agreeing 
to  the  first  branch  of  the  rule: 

■'SB.  No  standing  rule  or  order  of  the  House  shall  be  re- 
scinded or  changed  without  one  day'a  notice  being  given  of 
the  motion  therefor ;  nor  ahall  any  rule  be  auspended.  ex- 
cept by  a  vole  of  at  least  two  tlilrda  of  the  memberspreseot ; 
nor  shaM  tbo  order  of  business,  as  established  bjp  tte  rules. 
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be  pintponed  nr  rhnnjcd,  rxerpt  by  a  rote  of  at  lewt  two 
third!  of  the  membera  promt." 

It  was  decided  in  the  afiirmatiTe.  . 

Mr.RHETT  then  called  for  a  further  divigion 
of  the  rule,  and  the  question  was  taken  upon  the 
following: 

**  But  the  Hnuw  may,  at  any  time,  by  a  vote  or  .1  inajority 
of  the  ineiDlH'ni  prci^enf,  iiii«^nri  the  raleii  find  ordnr«  Tor 
the  puiYMMe  of  iioing  Itiio  the  Commiuee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  Btaie  of  the  Uiiion-^' 

It  was  a°;reed  to. 

Upon  the  remaining  clause,  in  these  words; 
*'AndttlM>orprnvidinit  for  thediffcUarjre  of  the  Committee 
of  the  Wlifllenii  ibe  Ktate  of  the  Union  fniin  tlie  cnnsidora- 
tinii  of  iiiiy  bill  refttrrcd  tn  it,  after  ncttne.  willKiut  debate, 
on  all  amendnienu  penHinx,  and  thai  may  be  tiffered," 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  talcen.and  resulted — 
yeas  93,  nays  78. 

The  SPEAKER  then  said  that  the  last  branch 
of  the  resolutions  having  been  agreed  to  by  the 
House,  the  question  would  be  on  agreeing  to  the 
report  as  amended. 

Mr.  BARRINGER  moved  the  reconsideration 
of  the  vote  by  which  the  96th  rule  was  adopted. 

Mr.  WELLER  moved  that  the  House.adjourn; 
and  the  question  being  taken  by  tellers,  was  de- 
cided in  the  alfirmntive. 

The  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
Wedneioat,  feirtwrj  28,  1844. 

The  PRESIDENT  ;iro  lemnorc  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  report  from  the  War  Department,  in 
compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the 
Slat  instant,  on  the  practicability  and  expense  of 
erecting  a  fortification  on  the  east  side  of  Dau- 
phin Island;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  War  Defiart- 
ment,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Sen- 
ale  of  the  1st  instant,  covering  a  report  from  the 
Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  showing  how 
many  Cherokee  Indians  remain  east  of  the  Mis- 
•tssippi  river,  luid  the  reason  why  they  were  not 
•removed  with  the  other  Cherokecs,  &c.;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

PBT1TI0N8,  ETC. 

The  P.RESIDENT  pre  tempore  presented  a  pe- 
tion  from  J.  A.  Bell,  Ezekiel  Starr,  and  John 
Rogers,  in  behalf  of  certain  Cherokee  Indians, 
representing  the  grievances  under  which  they 
Jabor,  and  praying  the  interposition  of  the  Qov- 
ernment;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs. 

Also,  a  petition  from  George  W.  Drummond, 
and  others,citizcnsof  Louisiana,  praying  fur  the 
establishment  of  a  mall  route  from  Harrisonburg 
to  Providence  in  that  State;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads. 

Mr.  BREESE  presented  the  petition  of  Henry 
Scott  and  two  hundred  and  fifty  others,  citizens 
of  Clinton  and  St.  Clair  counties,  Illinois,  praying 
for  the  establishment  of  a  mail  route  from  Cnr- 
lyle,  in  Clinton  county,  by  ILtnover  and  Mas- 
cautah,  to  Bellville,  in  St.  Clair  county. 

Mr.  B.  remarked,  on  presenting  this  petition, 
that  it  was  signed  by  many  of  his  most  respect- 
able constituents;  and  the  proposed  route  would 
pass  through  n  very  flourishing  settlcmcni.of  in- 
dustrious and  enterprising  Gennaiis,  who  had,  at 
their  own  expense,  thrown  a  bridge  over  an  im- 
portant stream  on  the  route.  As  Tic  hail  moved 
a  resoluliitii  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads,  directing  an  inquiry  ns  to  the 
expediency  of  establishing  this  route,  he  hoped 
these  few  remarks  would  aliract  the  notice  of 
that  committee,  and  that  they  would  incorporate 
it  into  the  bill  establishing  new  mail  routes. 

On  his  motion,  the  petition  whs  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  BREESE  presented  the  letter  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  of  Illinois,  covering  several  memo- 
rials of  the  same  General  Assembly,  viz: 

A  memorial  praying  for  a  sufficient  appropria- 
tion to  remove  the  snags  and  other  obstructions 
to  the  navigulion  of  the  Mississippi  river,  and 
setting  forth  the  losses  to  which  the  trade  and 
commerce  of  the  West  was  subjected  from  the 
want  of  adequate  appropriations. 

Also,  tlieir  memorial  praying  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  rapids  of  the  Des  Moines,  and  at 
Rock  Island,  in  the  Mississippi  river;  which,  on 


his  motion,  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  B.  also  presented  the  memorial  of  the  same 
General  Assembly,  praying  for  a  modification  and 
change  in  the  present  preemption  laws. 

He  remarked,  on  presenting  this  memorial,  that 
it  contained  some  important  suggestions,  to  which 
he  would  beg  tn  call  the  special  attention  of,  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

On  his  motion,  it  was  referred  to  that  commit- 
tee, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BAYARD  presented  a  petition  from  Wil- 
liam P.  McConnell,  representing  that  be  had  con- 
structed a  model  of  a  steamship,  at  the  request  of 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Afrairs,and  by  order  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Nayy;  and  prays  Congress 
to  adopt  the  principle  of  his  plan  in  the  construc- 
tion ofsteamships  of  war;  which  was  referred  to 
thejCommiltt-e  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  PE.ARCEprescnti'd  «  pel itinn  from  n num- 
ber of  merchants  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  praying 
that  the  consular  sysien)  of  the  United  States  may 
be  remodeled ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce. 

Mr.  ARCHER  presented  a  petition  from  the 

heirs  of ,  (name  not  heard,)  of  Virginia, 

praying  some  compensation  for  servi»os  during 
the  war  of  the  Revolution;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  KINO  presented  resolutions  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Alabama,  instructing  the  Senators  and 
requesting  the  Representatives  from  that  State  to 
use  their  influence  to  procure  the  passa^  of  a  law 
establishing  a  mail  line  from  Tuscaloosa  to  Tus- 
cumbia,  in  that  State.  Also,  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  daily  mail  route  from  Montgomery,  in 
Alabama,  to  West  Point,  in  Georgia,  and  thence 
to  Madison,  in  Georgia;  and  10  make  Tuscaloosa 
a  distributing  office;  which  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BREESE,  it  was 

Ordered,  Tlint  there  be  taken  fVoni  the  HtPN  the  memorial 
of  the  General  AMembly  of  the  Slate  of  Illinois,  ndnpted 
a^  the  last  neMirion  tlicrciif,  praying  the  abolislimpiit  ol^tlie 
duty  nil  nail ;  and  that  the  name  be  referred  to  Die  Com- 
niitiee  onFinaaee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BREESE,  it  was 
Onltrei,  Tliat  liie  niemorial  nf  the  General  AuMmbly  of 
the  Sute  of  lllinoiti,  prayins  the  removal  of  ret<trielinnn 
upon  ttic  entry  of  quarter-quarter  Metinnsoriand,  betalten 
from  the  flies,  and  referred  to  tlie  Committee  on  Public 
Landa. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BREESE,  it  was 

Orffererf,  That  the  memorial  nf  the  General  Assembly  of 
llie  Slate  nf  llliiini.<,  pniyini;  for  tlie  improvement  of  the 
navigation  nf  Uie  Mii*9iaiti|)pf  river,  lie  taken  from  the  flies, 
and  referred  to  the  (*ommiuec  on  Comroeree. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  SEVIER,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal 
representatives  of  George  Duval,  a  Cherokee, 
and  others,  Cherokees;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD,  from  the  Committee  on 
Naval  AITairs,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the 
petition  of  Alonzo  B.  Davis,  of  the  United  States 
Navy,  praying  the  allowance  of  pay  of  a  grade 
hi|:hcr  than  that  to  which  he  is  entitled,  for  cer- 
tain extra  services;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table,  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  H.  illso  re|>orted,  from  the  same  commit- 
tee, a  joint  resolution  authorizing  the  admission, 
in  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  nf  D.  M.  F. 
Thornton,  a  purser  in  the  United  States  Navy, 
of  the  sum  of  ^658,  for  losses  of  property  on 
board  ship;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a 
second  reatling. 

REPORT  OF  B.  F.  BCTLER. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  BARROW,  it  waa 
Reiotreil,  That  tlie  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to 
transmit  10  the  Senate  a  copy  of  the- report  made  by  B.  P. 
Oiitler,  United  States  agent  for  the  Clienikce  tribe  of  In- 
dian", dated  30ih  Sepletiiber,  184.1,  addressed  10  the  Hon. 
T.  UarUey  Crawford,  t'ommissioner  of  Indian  Affairs. 

SLAVE  REPRESENTATION. 
Mr.  BAGBY  presented  to  the  Senate  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Alabama, 
responsive  to  resolutions  adopted  by  the  Stale  of 
Massachusetts,  proposing  so  to  amend  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  as  to  strike  from 
the  basis  of  Federal  representation  the  three  fifths 
of  slave  population. 


The  resolutions  were  read,  as  follows: 

"  The  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Alabaaia  will, 
in  no  event,  irive  countenance  to  ibis  propn^iiiion  of  Mas- 
sacbusefti'.  The  pmvi,.inn  proposed  to  be  stricken  rnan the 
l7oustitiitHn  conlHins  wllbiii  it  the  teniiM  npnn  whieb  tbe 
Union  was  forined ;  and  any  attempt  now  to  cliange  it, 
and  thereby  disturb  ihe  (^nnlederaey,  nugbi  not  10  be  made. 
Alabama  views  all  such  attemps  as  evidences  of  bad  faiUi 
on  the  pan  nf  a  sister  State,  having  a  direct  tendeney  to 
weaken  the  tHinds  of  mutual  interest  and  good  feduifi 
which  have  bound  us  together;  therefore, 

Retolred  by  Ike  Senate  and  Hotue  of  Refireientatiet*  of 
the  State  of  Jllahnma  in  Oeneral  <4itcmit}i  eonvtned.  That 
the  prnjHisilion  nt'  Massachusetts  so  in  change  IheConstl- 
tntiiiii  of  the  Uiiiieri  States,  is  considered  wholly  iBadnii- 
sible  by  Ihe  peotde  of  Alabama. 

Retotredy  That  our  Seiialors  in  Congress  be  instnieted, 
and  our  llepresentatives  rrqunted,  to  use  their  oinKM  ex- 
ertions against  the  proposed  aniendmentof  ihcConstliinioa 
of  the  United  States,  to  exelnde  the  repte—iiiinn  of  tbrae 
AAlis  of  other  persons. 

Mr.  BAGBY  said  he  took  great  pleasure  in  pre- 
senting these  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  not  only 
because  they  accorded  with  his  own  opinion,  but 
because  they  nfTorded  another  of  the  many  nuni- 
festatione  which  that  State  had  already  given  of 
herattachment  tn  the  Constitution.  He  was  called 
upon  to  present  these  resolutions  for  another  rea- 
son. It  would  be  recollected  that  when  the  reso- 
lutions from  the  General  Assembly  of  Mnssaehu- 
setts  were  presented,  he  had  opposed  the  print- 
ing of  them.  So  far  ia  the  Senator  from  alas- 
sachusetts  [Mr.  Bates]  was  concerned,  he  took 
great  pleasure  in  recalling  any  assertioti  of  his 
which  could  impute  to  that  gentleman  a  partici- 
pation in  treason  against  the  rights  of  the  South. 
Whatever  might  be  his  own  opinion  in  regard  to 
the  tenor  and  doctrines  of  these  resolutions  from 
Massachusetts,  he  repeated  again  that  he  look 
great  pleasure  in  exempting  the  Senator  inlrodne- 
ing  the  resolutions  from  any  imputation  contained 
in  that  portion  of  his  remarks.  From  the  short 
acquaintance  which  he  had  had  with  that  Sena- 
tor, he  was  pleased  to  bear  testimony  to  his  honor 
and  patriotism.  So  far,  therefore,  as  the  remarks 
could  be  construed  toimply  the  least  censure  upon 
the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  they  were  en- 
tirely withdrawn.  He  moved  that  the  resolittions 
which  he  had  just  presented  lie  on  the  table, and  be 
printed;  and,  to  atone  as  farasjie  ixiuld  for  any  in- 
jury he  mi^t  hate  done  to  the  Senator  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, he  was  willing,  in  that  conciliatory 
spirit  which  should  prevail  in  all  legislative  bodies, 
to  move  to  lake  np  from  the  table  the  resolutions 
from  Massachusetts.  According  to  the  dicutes  . 
of  his  own  conscience,  he  believed  it  was  right  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  Massachusetts  to  adopt 
the  resolutions,  and  of  the  Senator  over  the  way 
[Mr.  Bates]  to  present  them.  He  asked  the 
printing  of  the  resolutions  frpm  the  Legislature 
of  Alabama;  and  he  made  a  motion  to  that  effect. 

Mr.  BATE^  said,  when  he  brought  to  the  at- 
tention of  the  Senate,  some  days  since,  the  dis- 
crimination which  had  been  made,  and  the  injus- 
tice which  had  been  done  to  Massachusetts,  by 
refusing  to  print  the  resolves  of  the  Legislature 
of  thatState,  he  then  thought,  as  he  still  thought, 
it  did  not  become  him  to  move  a  second  time  for 
what  had  been  once  formally  denied  him.  Us 
did  not  wish,  upon  that  occasion,  to  get  up  a 
debate  upon  the  exciting  subject  of  slavery.  A 
measure  of  great  national  importance  was  then 
ill  progress,  with  which  he  did  not  think  it  proper 
to  interfere.  The  coarse  of  the  Senator  from 
Alabama  [Mr.  Bagbt]  this  morning,  so  honora- 
ble tn  himself,  indicated  pretty  clearly  (as  he 
thought)  that  he  did  not  miajuoge  as  to  wh^t  it 
became  him  to  do  in  behalf  of  his  State,  upon  the 
occasion  referred  to.  He  did  rely  with  some  con- 
fidence upon  the  justice  of  the  Senate  In  right  the 
matter.  A  State  had  an  undoubted  right  to  pro- 
pose any  amendment  to  the  Constitution  such 
Legislature  might  please;*and  if  the  Legislatures 
of  two  thirds  of  the  States  proposed  the  same 
amendment,  it  would  become  the  duly  of  Con- 
l^ress  to  act.  But  whether  it  would  be  expedient 
in  him  to  propose  such  an  amendment,  was  a 
question  not  to  be  settled  there.  The  State  Le- 
gislatures would  decide  the  question  for  them- 
selves. 

Mr.  BAGBY  then  moved  to  take  ap  froqi  the 
table  the  resolutions  from  the  Legislature  of  Mas- 
sachusetts. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  hoped  thattheSenators  from 
Alabama  and  Massachusetts  would  let  the  motion 
lie  over  till  to-morrow. 

Mr  BAGBY  wished  to  know  if  the  Senator 
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from  North  CaroUim  desired  to  debate  the  qaes-- 
tion?  If  so,  he  would  withdraw  the  motioo, 
promising  to  renew  it  to-morrow. 

Mr.  EVANS  inquired  if  the  raotion  had  been 
withdrawn  i 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER  made  some  re- 
plvt  which  wns  not  heard. 

Mr.  BAGBY  said  he  would  mOTe,  then,  that 
the  resohitions  be  taken  up,  though  be  could  not 
TOte  for  the  printing. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  rose  to  a  question  of  order. 
When  the  Senate  had  once  decided  that  the  res- 
olations  could  not  be  printed,  was  it  in  order  to 
renew  the  motion  to  print } 

The  PREISIDING  OFFICER  decided  that  if 
the  motion  to  take  up  the  resolutions  was  agreed 
to,  the  question  would  recur  upon  the  motion  to 
print  them. 

Mr.  KING  said  he  would  much  rather  this 
matter  should  lie  over  till  to-morrow.  The  Sen- 
ate was  very  thin;  and  he  had  another  reason 
why  he  would  prefer  not  opening  a  debate  on  the 
■ubject  at  that  time.  If  he  had  known  that  such 
a  proposition  was  to  be  before  the  Senate  this 
morning,  he  would  have  come  prepared  to  meet 
it.  As  it  was,  he  was  not  prepared  to  act  as  he 
wished  to  act.  Besides,  his  colleague  having  ex- 
plained that  he  [Mr.  Bagbt]  meant  no  personal 
reference  to  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  [Mr. 
Batei]  by  the  course  which  he  had  adopted  when 
tl>e  resolutions  from  that  State  were  before  the 
Senate,  he  presumed  that  explanation  WDuld  be 
satisfactory;  and  that  the  matter  could  properly 
remain,  for  the  present,  as  it  was.  It  was  a  ques- 
tion of  grave  import;  not  a  question  (^justice  or 
Injastiee,  but  one  which  involved  much  more 
serious  consequences.  He  asked,  therefore,  that 
no  action  be  taken  at  that  time,  in  order  that  he 
might  have  an  opportunity  of  pursuing  the  course 
which  he  intended  to  pursue  with  reference  to 
this  Question.  Ho  proposed,  with  a  view  to  ef- 
fect this  object,  that  the  motion  to  print  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  BAGBY  said  tliat  no  one  could  be  more 
aensibhs  than  he  was  of  the  importance  of  the  res- 
olutions from  Massachusetts,  and  those  from  the 
Legislature  of  Alabama.  It  was  of  no  importance 
to  him  what  disposition  might  be  made  of  the  res- 
olutions from  the  Genertd  Assembly  of  Massa- 
ebuaetts.  He  was  perfectly  indifferent  as  to  what 
shape  the  question  might  assume.  He  had  made 
up  hiamind,  upon  reflection,  in  regard  to  the  char- 
acter and  tendency  of  such  resolutions.  In  sub- 
mitting his  motion  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Senate,  his  only  object  was  to  do  justice  to  the 
Senatoffrom  Massachusetts;  and  in  the  desire  to 
accomplish  an  object  of  that  kind,  he  would  rather 
go  too  far  than  stop  short  of  the  mark.  As  he  felt 
Ineapable  of  doing  intentional  injustice  to  thatSen- 
ator  or  the  State  of  Massacliusetts,  be  deemed 
himself  called  upon  to  make  the  motion.  The 
Semite  would  decide  upon  it. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  begged  leave  to  suggest  to  the 
gentleman  [Mr.  Bagbt]  that  he  would  see,  from 
the  course  which  the  Senate  had  heretofore  pur- 
med  in  relation  to  resolutions  of  this  kind,  the 
propriety  of  yielding  to  the  suggestion  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Alabama,  [Mr.  Kino,]  and  not  press 
any  action  upon  the  subject  to-day.  The  Journal 
of  the  Senate  would  show  that,  when  the  resolu- 
tions from  Massachusetts  were  formerly  acted 
apon,  it  was  before  a  comparatively  full  Senate. 
If  the  decision  was  to  be  reversed,  little,  he  appre- 
hended, would.be  gained  by  pressing  the  matter 
now.  Without,  therefore,  expressing  any  opin- 
ion as  to  the  decision  that  it  might  be  proper  for 
the  Sena^  to  make,  he  suggested  the  propriety 
of  adopting  the  eoursepointed  out  by  the  Senator 
from  Alabama,  [Mr.  Kmo.] 

Mr.  ARCHER  remarked  that,  as  it  seemed  to 
be  the  inclination  of  several  gentlemen  that  this 
matter  should  be  postponed ,  and  not  receive  defi- 
nite action  now,  ne  rose  merely  to  suggest  that 
be  bad  received  from  the  Governor  of  Virginia 
certain  resolutions  passed  by  the  Legislature  of 
that  State,  similar  in  their  import  to  those  pre- 
sented by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Alabama, 
(Mr.  Baobt.]  He  should  have  presented  them 
torday,  but  he  did  not  think  it  proper  to  do  so  in 
the  absence  of  his  honorable  colleague,  who  was 
not  then  in  his  seat.  He  woitld  take  occasion, 
however,  to  present  them  to-morrow;  and  that, 
he  conceived,  would  be  the  proper  time  to  resume 
the  discussion  which  had  taken  place  this  morn- 


ing in  relation  to  the  change  in  the  disposal  of 
the  resolutions  from  Massachusetts.  He  moved, 
therefore,  that  the  pending  motion  lieon  the  table 
till  to-morrow. 

ADJU8THERT  OP  LAND  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  BA  RRO  W  remarked  that  the  Senator  from 
New  Jersey,  [Mr.  Miller,]  having  conditionally 
waived  his  right  to  address  the  Senate  to-day  on 
the  Oregon  question,  to  enable  him  to  procure 
action  on  a  bill  which  he  had  the  honor  of  intro- 
cing  for  the  settlement  of  land  claims  in  Louis- 
iana, he  moved  to  postpone  the  previous  orders 
of  the  day,  witli  a  view  to  take  up  that  bill.  The 
motion  was  put,  and  carried  in  the  affirmative; 
and  the  bill  was  taken  up  for  consideration,  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole — the  question  {tending 
being  a  substitute  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
Pubuc  Lands,  for  the  bill  providing  for  the  ad- 
justment of  land  claims  within  the  States  of  Mis- 
souri,'Arkansas,  Louisiana,  and  the  Territory  of 
Iowa. 

An  amendment  was  proposed  by  Mr.  HEN- 
DERSON, embracing  a  new  class  of  claims.  It 
was  discussed  by  Messrs.  HENDERSON, 
HAYWOOD,  KING,  BARR0W,and6EVIER, 
till  past  three  o'clock;  when,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
BARROW,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Weokesoat,  Ftbnutry  28,  1844. 
Mr.  SEYMOUR,  of  New  York,  and  Mr.  FOS- 
TER, suggested  corrections  of  the  Journal,  re- 
specting votes  given  by  them  yesterday.    The 
Journal  was  corrected  accordingly. 

REPORT  ON  THE  RULES. 

The  SPEAKER  then  announced  the  business 
for  the  morning  hour  to  be  on  the  report  of  the 
select  committee  on  rules — the  pending  question 
being  on  nhe  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  NoKh 
Carolina  [Mr.  Barringer]  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  House  agreed  to  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Drohcoolk] 
to  the  report  of  the  select  cominittee  on  rules,  ex- 
cept the  23d  and  96ih  rules. 

Mr.  BARRINGER  inquired  if  the  pending  mo- 
tion was  debatable  ?  , 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  it  was  not. 

Mr.  DRO.VIGOOLE  was  understood  to  inquire 
whether  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  could 
move  a  reconsideration  while  the  previous  ques- 
tion was  ordered  f 

Mr.  HUDSON  inquired  if  a  call  of  the  House 
would  be  inorder? 

Mr.  PAYNE  inquired  of  the  Speaker  if  the 
motion  to  reconsider,  made  by  thegentlemon  from 
North  Carolina,  should  prevail,  would  the  vote 
upon  the  adoption  of  that  rule,  which  makes  this 
House  an  auxiliiiry  aboHtion  society,  be  recon- 
sidered also  i 

The  SPEAKER  was  understood  to  say  that 
that  rule  was  not  involved  in  this  motion. 

Some  conversation  followed,  in  which  the 
SPEAKER  and  several  members  took  part;  and 
the  House  was  then  brought  to  a  vote  on  the  re- 
consideration. 

Mr.  BELSER  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, and 
they  were  ordered;  and,  being  taken,  resulted — 
yeas  55,  nays  116;  ns  follows: 

YEAS— Miiwra.  Abbou.  Aihe,  Barrlnger,  BnrnanI,  Bel- 
Mr,  Jamcii  lllack,  Jeremiah  Brown,  Dulfingion,  Carroll, 
CaUfin,  Ctaappell,  Clinch,  Clingmnn,  Cullnmer,  Craiiaton, 
Garrcil  Davis,  Dcbcrrjr,  liellet,  DIcKey,  Dickinann,  Pool, 
Grinncll,  Grider,  Harper,  Waalilngton  llani,  Irvin,  Jenks, 
Perliiy  u.  Jollnson,  John  P.  Kennedy,  Diiniel  P.  King, 
McIllvaiiie.Marah,  Edward  J.  Morris,  Morse,  Ne>,  Newion, 
Patlereon,  Peyton,  Itamsey,  Rnyner,  Charles  M.  Ueed,  Da 
vid  S.  Reid.  Sample,  Schenck,  Senter,  Caleb  B.  SiniUi, 
Stephen*,  Bnmincrs,  Thomauon,  Tildrn,  Tyler,  Vsiice, 
Vinlon,  While,  and  Winihrop— 55. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Adams,  Anderson,  Atkinson,  Baker, 
Beardslcy,  Bcntnn,  Uldlack,  Edward  J.  Black,  James  A. 
Black,  Ulacknrell,  Bossier,  Bower.  Boyd.  Jacob  Brinker- 
hoir,  Brodhead,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  William  J.  ilrown,  Burke, 
Burt.  Caldwell,  Campbell,  Cary,  Reuben  Cba|>man,  Clin- 
ton, Cobb,  Cross,  Cullom,  Dana,  Daniel, Riclinrd  D.  Davis, 
John  W.  Davis,  Dean,  Dillinfbam,  Dromgoole,  Dunlap, 
Ellis,  Fnrlee,  Ficklin,  FisIT,  Foster,  French,  Giddinga, 
Rryam  Gretn,  Hale.  Hamlin,  Hammeit,  Hsmlson,  Uenley, 
Hvrriek,  Hopkins,  Houston,  lliibard,  Hubbell,  Uungerfoid, 
Jamra  B.  Ilunt,  Joseph  R.  Ingerjoll,  Jameson,  Cave  John- 
son, George  W.  Jones,  Andrew  Kennedy,  PrcMton  King, 
Labrnnche,  Leonard,  Lewis,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  McCausleii, 
McClelland. McClernard,  McConnell,  McDowell,  Mathews, 
Moore,  Joseph  Morris,  Moscley,  Mnrphy,  Norris,  Owen, 
Parnienler,  Payne,  Blislia  R.  Potter,  Purdy,  Ralhbnn,  Red- 
ing, Rhcn,  Rittrr,  Robinann,  Rockwell,  Rogerv,  Russell, 
St.  John,  ijauudcn,  Sevenuice,Tlioiliaa  U.  tieymuui,  Da- 


vid L.  Seymour,  Sininas,  Simpaon,  Spehce,  Stetson,  John 
Stewart,  Stiles,  Stone,  Strong,  Taylor,  Jacob  Thompson, 
Tibbaiu,  Tucker,  Weller,Wentworth,  Whraton,  Williams, 
Woodward,  William  Wright,  Joaepta  A.  Wright,  sad  Yoat 
—116. 

So  the  House  refused  to  reconsider. 

The  question  recurred  upon  agreeing  with  the 
report  as  amended ;  and  upon  this  question  the 
yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  New  York,  inqiiired  whether, 
if  this  vote  should  pass  in  the  negative,  the  House 
would  not  be  without  rules  ? 

Mr.  CHAPMAN,  of  Alabama,  obtained  the 
floor,  and  said  that,  to  avoid  the  difficulty  sag> 
gested  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  and  to 
teat  the  fact  whether,  after  a  night's  repose,  there 
were  not  some  who  had  repented  of  the  outrage 
upon  the  rights  nf  the  South  by  the  proceedings 
of  ;^esterday,  he  would  move  to  lay  the  whole 
subject  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CLINGM  AN  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  ADAMS  inquired  if  a  call  of  the  Bouse 
would  now  be  in  order? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  he  thought  not, 
after  a  call  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  ADAMS  observed  that  be  believed  the 
previous  question  had  been  superseded. 

The  SPEAKER.  Not  all;  it  applies  to  this 
subject. 

Mr.  RATHBUN  inquired  whether  the  House 
would  not  be  without  rules,  in  case  the  subject 
should  be  now  laid  upon  the  table  ? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  in  the  negative.  In 
that  event,  the  rules  of  tlie  lost  Congress  would 
be  in  force. 

The  yeas- and  nays  were  then  taken,  and  re- 
sulted—yeas 83,  nays  87;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Meim.  Aahe,  Atkinson,  Barrioger,  Belaer.  Bid- 
lack,  Edwaid  J.  Black,  Jamsa  Block,  James  A.  Black, 
Blackwell,Bnasier,  Bower,  Dnyd,  Jacob  BrinkerbotT,  Aaron 
V.  Brown,  William  J.  Brown,  Bnrke,  Burt,  Caldwell, 
Campbell,  Caoais,  Renben  Chanman,  Clwppeil,  VlinCfe, 
Clinton,  Cohb,  Crow,  Cnlloai,  Daniel,  Jnkn  W.  Davia, 
Dean,  Drbrrry,  Dcllet,  Dickinson,  DnHDgoole,  Duncan, 
Ficklin,  Frenchv,  Grider,  Hammett,  Honlson,  Henley,  Hop- 
kins. IlouMon.Hobord,  Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  J«meson,Ca*e 
Johnson,  Andrew  Johnson,  Oeorga  W.  Jones,  Andrew 
Kennedy,  Preston  Kmg,  Labranche,  Lnwia,  Ltunpkin, 
McCleniand,  McConnell,  Mnibews,  Moore.  Muiphy,  New- 
ton, Norris,  Payne,  Peytoil,  Itayner,  David  S.  Reid,  Reding, 
Rell'e,  Rhelt,  RuMell,  81.  John,  Saunders,  Sentar,  Binpion, 
Slidell,  Stephena,  Stllaa,  Stone,  Strong,  Suromera.  Tsvlor, 
Tlinmaasoii,  Tlinmpann,  Tibbatu,  Tucker,  Wellcr,  Went- 
worih.  Woodward,  and  Yost— 88. 

NAYS— Measra.  AbboUrAdama^akar,  BamanI,  Bearda- 
ley,  Benton,  Brodhead,  Jeremiali  Brown,  Buffliiiton,Cary, 
Carroll,  Cllngnian,  Collamer,  Cisnston,  Dobs,  IttehBrd  D. 
Davia,  Dicky.  Dillingbnis,  Dunlap,  Ellis,  Farlee,  Fiab, 
Foot,  Foster,  Giddings,  Byram  Green.Grinnell,  Hair,  Ham- 
lin, Harper,  Hays,  Herrick.  Ilubbell,  Hudson,  Ilungerford, 
Washington  Ui|nt,  James  B.  Hunt,  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll, 
Irvin,  Jenka,  Perley  B.  Johnson,  John  P.  Keanndj,  Daniel 
p.  King,  Leonard,  Lyon,  Mct^usleii,  McClellaiid,  Mc- 
Dowell, Mcllvaine,  Marah,  Edward  J.  Morria,  Joaaph 
Morris,  MnriW,  Moseley,  Nes,  Parmenter.  Patterson,  Elislia 
R.  Potter,  Preston,  Purdy,  Ramse.v,  Ratnbnn,  Charles  M. 
Reed,  RItter,  Robinson,  Rockwell,  Koters,  Sample, 
Schenck,  Sevecnnee,  Tliomaa  H.  Seymour,  David  L.  Sey- 
mour, Simons,  Albert  Smith,  Caleb  B.  Smith,  Snence, 
Stetson.  John  Stewart,  Tilden,  Tyler,  Vance,  Vinton, 
White,  Williams,  Wiotbrop,  William  Wrigbt,  and  Joaepb 
A.  Wrigbt— 87. 

Mr.  REDINGwnoved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
vote  by  which  the  whole  subject  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

Messrs.  BARNARD,  SCHENCK,  CLING- 
MAN,  and  others,  simultaneously  rose,  and 
asked  if  a  motion  for  a  call  of  the  House  was  in 
order  ? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  CLINGM  AN  moved  a  call  of  the  House, 
and  called  for  the  yeas  and 'nays  on  the  ques- 
tion. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  morning  hour  had 
expired. 

Mr.  BIDLACK  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rules,  to  go  on  with  the  consideration  of  the 
question. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  asked  if  the  question  of  re- 
consideration was  confined  to  the  morning  hour? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  it  was  a  privileged 
question,^  and  could  be  made  and  considered  at 
any  time. 

Some  conversation  ensued  between  Messrs. 
SCHENCK,  WINTHROP.HAMLIN.and  the 
SPEAKER;  when 

The  question  was  announced  by  the  Chair  on 
the  motion  for  a  call  of  the  House. 

Mr.  C.  M.  REED  moved  to  lay  that  motion 
on  the  table. 
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The  SPEAKER  bad  no  reeolieetion  of  anv 
caae  in  which  a  motion  to  lajr  a  motion  for  a  call 
of  the  House  on  the  table  had  been  entertained. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Indiana,  asked  if  it  was  in 
order  to  move  for  a  call  of  the  House,  after  the 
Kentieroan  from  New  Haoipshire  bad  demanded 
the  previous  quesiion? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  it  was  in  order; 
the  deniaiMl  for  the  previous  question  not  having 
been  seconded. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  for 
ft  call  of  the  House;  and  it  was  decided  in  the 
nesalive— yeas  81,  nays  lUl. 

So  a  call  of  the  House  was  refused. 
■  Mr.  WEJL.LER  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to 
reconsider  on  the  table. 

The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered,  the 
question  wfLS  taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive— yeas  89,  nays  62;  as  follows: 

VBAS— M«(*M.  Athe,  AtkiB«>s,Osrrin||rr,  Belter,  Bid- 
lack,  lidwanl  J.  Black,  Janiea  Dlnck,  Jaincii  A.  Black, 
Blackwell,BnMi<*r,  Unwer.  Boyd,  Jncob  Brinkurbutf,  Aaron 
V.  Bmwn,  Williim  i.  Brown,  Burkr,  Uiirt,  Caldwell, 
Camitbell,  Rttuben  Cliaprnaii,  Ohappell,  Clinch.  Clinton, 
i;nM>,  CroM,  Unllqni,  IhuiKl,  Dean,  Delwrry,  Di-llel.  Dick- 
inson, Drnmpioiti,  Duncan,  tarlec,  Ktcltlin,  trench,  Gnder, 
Jlanitin,  Iluinuiett,  lliiraUon,  llcnicy,  Uunktn^.  Hnn^ton, 
ilubard,  Jnmeton,  Cave  Jntil^son,  Andrew  JohnROn,  Geor^ 
W.  Jones,  Andrew  Kennedy,  Prealon  Kiiig,  Lnbrauolie, 
l^eonard,  Lew4a.Liiin>|*kin,  McCleriiand,McOonucll,  Math- 
ews. Mooro,  Murphy,  Nnrri*,  Owen,  Payne,  Peyton,  David 
8.  Reid,  Kedinj,  Ucll'e,  Ulllcr,  Russell,  !jl.  Jiihu,  Saunders, 
Scuter,  SimpMm,  'Slidcll,  Stephens,  Joim  Htewnrl,  Btiies, 
Stnne,  Simne,  Bannnen,  Taylor,  Tlmmssson,  Thoiiipsoa, 
Tihliaiu,  Tucker,  tVeller,  VVeutworth,  VVotidward,  and 
Yost— «9. 

NAYd— Messrs.  Abbott.  Adam^,  Anderson,  Baker,  Bar- 
nard, Uearrisley,  ilenion,  Itmdhend.  Jeremiah  Brown,  Buf- 
llnf  ton,  Cnry,  Carroll,  Ciiusin,  Clinynian,  Ciillamer,  Crans- 
ton, t>ana,  iticUard  U.  Davis,  Dickey,  Dilliiufhani,  Dunlap, 
Ellis,  Fi;<b,  t'iKtt,  Kn-'tter.  tiiddini^,  llryain  Green,  Grinnell, 
Hale.  llBrp«'r.  Hays,  llerriek,  Hulibelt,  Hudson,  Hunserford, 
Washington  Hani,  Jani«  B.  Hunt,  Joseph  K.  Infetsoll, 
Jrvin,  Jenks,  l*erlcy  B.  Jidinsim,  John  P  Kennedy,  Daniel 
P.  King,  Lvm,  MeCaualen,  RicClellniid,  itlcDowell,  Mc- 
llvaine,  JVIarsli,  ISdwnnJ  J.  Morris,  Jnsepli  Morris,  Morse, 
Moscley.  Panaeuier,  Paliennn,  Elisha  K.  Potter,  Preston, 
Hnrdy,  Ranwey,  RalhlHin,  Charles  M.  Reed,  Itobiiuon, 
Koekwell,  Bo|(«n*,  ^inplu,  tichenck,  Severence,  Tlminas 
II.  Seyiumir,  Uavid  I,,  tieyinintr,  Albert  .tfinitb,  <}aleli  B. 
Hmith,  SpenO)!,  SletMHi,  Andrew  Stewart,  Tikleu,  Tyler, 
Vaneu,  Vintnn,  White.  Wiltianis,  Winlluop,  William 
Wrifbtjand  Joseph  A.  Wrifht— Sii. 

So  the  whole  subject  was  laid  on  the  table, 
leaving  the  rules  of  the  Twenty-Seventh  Con- 
^nn  in  force,  and  among  them  the  rule  exclud- 
ing abolition  petitions. 

SENATE  BILLM  REPERRBD. 

The  following  bills  from  the  Senate  were  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  approprinle  cnmmittces: 

An  act  to  require  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  cir- 
cuit court  for  the  District  of  Columbia  hereafter 
to  reside  at  Alexandria;  *      ,     .. 

An  set  to  incorporate  the  Georgetown  College 
of  the  District  of  Columbia; 

An  act  directing  the  irnnsfcr  to  the  Sute  of 
Maryand  of  stock  belnnsing  to  the  United  Stales 
in  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal;  and 

An  act  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  make  an  arransement  or  compromise  on 
the  bond  given  to  the  United  States  by  the  sure- 
ties of  Samuel  Swartwoat. 

NOTICES. 

Mr.  ADAMS  gave  notice  that  he  proposed  to- 
morrow tn  rail  up  the  repnrtof  ihcCnnimittccnn 
Rules,  which  had  thii<  day  been  laid  on  llic  lable. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  New  York,  rose  to  say  that 
on  the  next  resolution-day  lie  abould  offer  a  res- 
olution to  repeal  the  33J  rule,  or  whatever  num- 
ber the  rule  rejecting  abolition  petitions  might 
be. 

Mr.  WELLER  and  others -objected  to  the  re- 
ception of  the  notice. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  VANCE,  the  rules  of 
the  House  were  suspended  to  (lerinit  the  standing 
committees  to  make  such  reporu  as  would  not 
give  rise  to  debate. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  DROMGOOLE,  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  was  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  certain  peti- 
tions. 

Mr.  VANCE,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  the  following  bills;  which  were  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  le§ai  representatives 
of  Captain  F.  Shannon. 


A  bill  for  the  relief  sf  George  W.  Clark  and 
others. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  VANCE,  the  Committee 
of  Claims  was  discharged  from  various  memo- 
rials; and  from  the  same  coramiltes  he  made  va- 
rious adverse  reports. 

Mr.  RAMSEY,  from  the  same  committee, 
made  adverse  reports;  which  were  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  VANCE,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
an  adverse  report  in  the  case  of  Cyrus  C.  Scott; 
which  was  laid  upon  the  table,  anci  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  COBB,  from  the  same  committee,  made  an 
adverse  Report  in  the  case  of  William  P.  Mover; 
which  was  laid  upon  the  table  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  ft-om  the  same  committee, 
reported  a  joint  resolution  in  favor  of  Salimarsh 
and  Fuller,  and  also  a  joint  resolution  in  favor  of 
William  Fuller;  which  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  Elouse,  and  the  accotnpany- 
ing  reports  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky,  cer- 
tain tealimony  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Elections.' 

Mr.  C.  M.  REED,  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  reported  back  the  bill  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  collection  district  at  Chicago,  with- 
out amendment;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House,  and  made  the  order 
of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  from  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands,  made  an  adverse  report  upon 
the  petition  of  -^^—  Hughes;  which  was  laid 
on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

He  also  reported  back  tlie  bill  (No.  83)  for  the 
relief  of  Ejiton  Nmice,  without  amendment, 

Mr.  CALDWELL  observed  that  this  was  a 
bill  to  which  there  could  be  no  objection.  It 
merely  declared  that  a  patent  which  had  not  been 
signet!  by  the  President  should  be  made  valid;  he 
moved,  therefore,  ihut  it  be  now  engrossed,  and 
read  a  third  lime;  which  was  carried. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana, also  reported  back  bill 
(No.  81)  granting  the  right  of  prei-mption  to  cer- 
tain lands  in  the  towu  o(  Perrysburg,  in  the  State 
of  Ohio. 

Mr.  VANCE  intimated  his  intention  to  debate 
the  bill; 

And,  on  motion  of  Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana, 
it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DAVIS, of  Indiana, the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  was  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  one  of  ilie  subjects  re- 
ferred to  it  by  the  House,  namely,  an  inquiry  con- 
cerning a  reduciinn  of  the  number  of  clerks  in  the 
General  Land  Office;  and  the  same  was  referred 
to  the  Commitiee  on  Retrenchment. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  made  adverse  reports  in  the  cases 
of  O'Bryant  McNamer  and  Mary  Ann  Bruner; 
which  were  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  -  to  be 
printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McCLERNAND,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  wns  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  claim  of  George  S. 
Collins. 

Oil  motion  of  Mr.  BOYD,  the  same  committee 
was  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  petition  of  Cyrus  Russell,  and  others,  in  rela- 
tion to  school  lands  in  Missouri. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WRIGHT,  of  Indiana,  the 
papers  in  the  ease  of  George  S.  Collins,  in  wnich 
an  adverse  report  had  just  been  made  by  Mr. 
McCLERNAND,  wcrc  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  from  the  Committee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  reported  back,  without 
amendment,  the  bill  of  the  Senate  for  providing 
an  insane  asylum  within  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House,  and  made  the  order  of  tlie  day  for 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  C.  also  reported  a  bill  supplemental  to  an 
act  for  the  regulation  of  arrests  on  mcntc  process; 
which  was  reud  tifice,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  to-morrow,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Mr.  DICKEY,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, reported  back  Senate  bill  No.  39,  without 
amendmeut;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House. 


Mr.  S.AUNDER3,  from  the  same  committee, 
made  an  adverse  report  in  the  case  of  Mannd 
Cruzat;  which  was  laid  upon  the  table,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Mr,  S.  also  reported  back  "A  bill  to  repeal  an 
act  supplementary  to  an  act  entitled  an  act  to 
amend  an  act,  approved  in  the  year  1600,  enti- 
tled an  act  to  amend  an  act  to  estaUisb  judicial 
courts  in  the  United  States,"  without  anend- 
meiti;  and  moved  that  it  be  read  a  third  time  sol 
passed. 

Mr.  BIDLACK  nbjeetrd. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SAUNDERS,  it  was  ihea 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
stale  o(  the  Union,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  asked  that  the  committee  b« 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
memorial  of  certain  citizens  of  Klorids,  contain- 
ing charges  aeainst  Samuel  Douglass,  United 
Stales  judse  nf  Florida. 

Mr.  LEVY  inquired  on  whatgrouitd  ittvaslbs 
eoromittee  desired  to  be  discharged? 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  replied  that  the  eomraittet 
were  of  opinion,  from  the  evidence  before  them, 
that  the  charges  were  not  fully  sustained. 

Mr.  FRENCH,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas 
Hunt  and  Alexander  Caldwell;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  F.  asked  and  obtained  loave  to  wilhdiaw 
from  the  files  the  petition  of  Israel  Thomas,  and 
the  accompanying  papers,  the  claim  having  been 
realized  under  the  existing  law. 

Mr.  DILLINGHAM,  from  the  same  coonit> 
tee,  asked  that  the  committee  be  discharged  from' 
the  further  consideration  of  the  ease  of  Johs 
Daniel  and  others;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  D.  made  adverse  reports  on  the  memorial 
of  David  Cook;  and  on  that  of  Benjamin  HeartI; 
which  were  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  b« 
printed. 

Mr.  D.  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles 
Holt;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  and  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow,  and  ordered  is 
be  printed. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Indiana,  from  the  Committee 
on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  which  had  beea  re- 
ferred the  memorial  of  Woodson  &  Wren,  nade 
a  report  ihereoo,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  their 
relief;  which  was  read  twice,  referred,  aad  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Mr.  B.,  from  the  same  oommittee,  made  an  un- 
favorable report  on  the  case  of  John  P.  Lander- 
man;  which  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  oideied 
to  be  printed, 

Mr.  SLIDELL,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jnnnes  Kemper; 
which  was  read  twice,  referred,  and  orderea  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  POTTER,  of  Rhode  Island,  from  the  same 
committee,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John 
Miller;  which  was  read  twice,  referred,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printid. 

H»  olso,  from  the  same  eninmitlee,  reported  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Journey:  which  was 
read  twice,  referrad,  and  ordered  to  be  primed. 

Mr.  CROSS,  from  tlie  same  commiitce,  moved 
that  said  committee  be  discharged  from  the  fbr- 
tlicr  consideration  of  the  petitions  of  Andrew 
Chaward,  Badio  Flores,  Antoine  La  Rue,  and 
Jacob  1  bnnias;  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  McDowell,  from  tb<x  Committee  oa 
Military  Afi°a!rs,  to  which  had  bean  referred  the 
memorial  of  ihe  heirs  of  the  late  General  William 
Eaton,  made  a  report  thereon,  accompanied  by  a 
bill  for  their  relief;  which  was  read  twice,  re- 
ferred, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  MURPHY,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  which  was  ivferred  tite  report  of  the 
Secretary  of.  the  Navy,  relative  to  the  coostrtw- 
tion  of  a  dry-dock  in  New  York  harbor,  upon 
the  plan  of  using,  as  an  elevating  power,  the  water 
of  the  Creton  aqueduct,  dbc.,  made  to  the  House 
on  the  19th  of  February  iiutant;  aad  aJso,  sev- 
eral petitions  of  J.  S.  Gilbert,  asking  •  delay  of 
all  action  on  Ihe  subject  of  floating-docks,  and 
withholding  all  appropriation  until  an  examiiHi- 
tion  shall  be  made,  inadea  report  thereon,  aecom- 
panied  by  an  amendment  to  the  naval  appropri- 
ation bill;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  stale  of  the  Union,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  LEVY,  one  thousand  extra 
copies  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  ATKINSON,  from  the  Committee  on  Na- 
Tal  Affaire,  to  which  had  been  referred  the  memo- 
rialof  Captains  Lewis  Warrington,  J.  B.  Nichol- 
son, Philip  Voorhees,  and  others,  made  an  on- 
ia*orable  report  thereon ;  which  was  laid  on  the 
table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BARRINGER,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naral  Affairs  was  discharged  from  the 
,  farther  consideration  of  the  memorial  of  John  J. 
Wolfanden;  and  the  same  was  laid  on  the  table, 
ftod  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  SIMONS,  from  the  Committee  on  Rero- 
lutionarr  Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Elizabeth  Fitdi;  and  a  bill  granting  a  pension 
to  Elias  Hill;  which  were  read  twice  and  referred. 

Mr.  McILVAINB,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of.  Daniel  Clapp  and 
Betsey  Clapp;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred. 

Mr.  HUNUBRFORD,  from  the  same  commit- 
tee, reported' the  following  bills;  which  were  read 
twice,  and  referred: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  In^lls; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Abigail  Gibson; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Franklin  Pambler,Charles 
Pambler,  and  Elizabeth  Pambler,  sunriving  chil- 
dren of  Elizabeth  Rowe; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Violet  Calhoun,  widow 
of  John  Calhoun;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sally  McOraw. 

Mr.  BRINKERHOPF,  from  the  Committee  on 
Invalid  Pensions,  made  unfaTorable  reports  on  the 

Ktitions  of  Moses  Davis,  Levi  Brown,  Joseph 
zon,  John  McNair,  and  others. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
had  been  referred  the  petition  of  Emanuel  Shrobe, 
reported  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  referred. 

Mr.CULLOM,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
■B  unfavorable  report  upon  the  petition  of  Fran- 
cis Ducoing;  which  was  laid  upon  the  table,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  New  York,  from 'the  same 
eommittee,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel 
Butler,  of  Virginia;  which  was  read  twice  and  re- 
ferred. 

Mr.  TILDEN,  (h>m  the  same  committee,  made 
an  unfavorable  report  on  the  petition  of  Levi  M. 
Roberts;  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Elijah  Blodget;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  referred. 

Mr.  FICKLIN,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads 
•nd  Canals,  to  whom  were  referred  the  several 
memorials  on  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  granting 
to  the  States  of  Indiana  and  Illinois,  a  portion  of 
the  dnsold  lands  In  the  Vincennes,  Palestine, and 
Shawneetown  land  districts,  to  aid  in  the  comple- 
tion of  a  national  thoroughfare,  connecting  Lake 
Erie  with  the  Ohio,  bv  the  improvement  of  the 
navigation  of  Wabash  river;- which  was  read 
twice,  and  referred. 

Mr.  HARPER,  from  the  Committee  on  Pat- 
ents, submitted  a  reaolution,  directing  that  three 
thousand  copies  of  the  report  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Patenu,  and  one  thousand  five  hundred 
copies  of  the  report  of  expired  patents,  be  printed, 
and  that  one  hundred  copies  be  set  apart  for  the 
use  of  Coneress. 

Mr.  McDowell,  from  the  Committee  on 
Accounts,  reported  a  resolution  regulating  the 
employment  and  compensation  of  the  messengers 
and  pa^es  of  the  House. 

Mr.  STILES  reported  a  joint  rerolotion  in  re- 
lation to  the  case  of  Saltmarsh  and  Overton,  mail 
contractors;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

Various  other  reports  were  tiiade,  the  titles  of 
which  were  not  obtained. 

APPROPRIATION  BILLS. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  gave  notice,  for  the  in- 
formation of  the  House,  that  the  appropriation 
bills  would  be  pressed  forward,  day  by  day,  by 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  or  some  member  thereof,  in  the  following 
order:  The  Military  Academy  bill,  the  fortifica- 
tion bill,  the  Army  bill,  the  Navy  bill,  and  the 
civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation  bill. 

OREGON. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH  presented  joint  resolu- 
tions from  the  Legislature  of  Illinois,  instructing 
her  Senators  and  requesting  her  Representatives 


to  use  their  exertions  to  annul  the  article  of  joint 
occupancy  with  Great  Britain,  of  the  territory 
of  Oregon;  to  establish  a  territorial  government 
over  it;  and  to  oppose  every  measure  tending  to 
cede  or  negotiate  in  any  way  any  portion  of  the 
American  continent  west  of  the  Rocky  Mount- 
ains, between  420  and  540  40'  of  north  latitude; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Territo- 
ries, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

NOTICE  OP  A  BILL. 

Mr.  KENNEDY,  of  Maryland,  gave  notice 
of  his  intention  to  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to 
alter  the  mode  of  measuring  the  tonnage  of  ships. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


The  Ibllowinf  pMiliona,  preaenled  to  dsy,  wen  bsaded 
to  the  reporlKn  liy  the  memtient  presenting  ttiein : 

By  Mr.  LUMPKIN :  Tlie  petiiion  of  a  number  of  citizena 
of  Tennenee  and  Georgia,  uking  Ihr  ili«  e<iat>liatini«nt  of 
a  mail  routofrom  Cleveland,  in  the  State  orTcnneMee,to 
Rome,  in  GaoiigiB,  by  the  way  oT  Alder  Branch,  Dognrood, 
Medicinal  Spring*,  and  tliroogb  Armacliic  Valley ;  wllicll 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  tlie  Post  Office  and  Post 
Uoada. 

By  Mr.  BLACK,  of  Pennsylvania :  Certain  dncnmenu 
In  support  of  the  claims  orTtiomaa  C.  Miller,  relative  to  a 
cnntraci  with  the  United  Stniea  for  working  an  ore  bed  near 
Harper's  Ferry,  In  the  Slate  of  Virginia;  which  were  re- 
I'erred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

By  Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana:  The  lealimony  in  the  case 
of  Uie  claim  of  Benjamin  I'umian's  heirs,  of  Indiana. 

By  Mr.  8TEENROD :  The  petition  of  the  citilens  of 
Wheeling,  Virginia,  in  &vnr  of  the  bill  reported  by  Hon.  A. 
IJCNCAH,  providing  for  a  uniform  day  for  the  election  of 
President  and  Vice  PrexidenI  throughout  the  United  States. 

By  Mr.  DODGE,  of  WiMOnsin:  Address  of  the  Council 
and  House  of  Represenutires  of  the  Territory  of  Wlstenn- 
sin,  to  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  Uie  Uni- 
ted States,  relative  to  the  Infringement  of  the  boundaries 
of  Wisconsin ;  wbicli  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Territories. 

Also,  the  petition  of  two  hnndred  and  (brty  eitixens  of 
the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  asking  Conness  lor  au  appro- 
priation for  the  constnietion  of  a  macadamized  road  from 
Southpun,  in  the  conoly  of  Racine,  in  as  direct  a  line  as 
may  be,  to  the  village  of  Geneva,  in  Walworth  county,  and 
tbence  to  the  village  of  Beloit,  in  Rock  county ;  wbicb  was 
referred  in  the  Connnittee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Also,  ilie  petition  of  citizens  of  the  Territoijr  of  Wisconsin, 
asking  Confess  to  establish  a  mail  route  on  the  must  di- 
rect and  eligible  ground,  fmm  Chicago,  State  of  Illinois, 
via  Wheeling,  McHenry,  and  Solon,  In  said  Slate,  to  Ge- 
neva, in  the  county  of  Walworth,  and  Territory  of  Wiscon- 
sin, and  thence  loconneci  with  the  route f/rtm Geneva, via 
Elkhorn,  Whitewater,  and  Cold  Spring,  and  lenninaUiisat 
Fort  Atkinson,  in  Jefferson  county,  iu  said  Territory;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Cuounitlee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Poat 
Roads. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Alexander  Neely,  and  one  hondred 
and  seventy-seven  othen,  citizejis  of  Boon  county,  State 
of  Illinois,  asking  an  appropriation  for  a  harbor  at  the  town 
of  SiHithport,  ill  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin ;  which  waa re- 
ferred to  the  Cnnimitiee  on  Commerce. 

By  Mr.  HOGB:  The  petition  ofNuman  Campbell,!..  8. 
Swezey,  and  thirty-one  otben,  ciUzens  of  Winnebago  coun- 
ty, State  of  Illinois,  remonstrating  against  the  annexation 
of  Texas  to  the  Union ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Affairs, 

By  Mr.  FICKLIN:  The  memorial  of  Alvin  Paine  and 
others,  citizens  of  Edgar  county,  Illinois,  asking  an  appro- 
priation of  land  for  the  completion  of  the  national  thorougli- 
rar«  between  the  lakes  and  the  Ohio,  by  the  Improvement 
of  the  navigation  of  the  Wabash. 

By  Mr.  MUREIS,  of  Pennsylvania :  The  roentnrial  of  cit- 
izens of  Philadelphia,  agaiiut  a  repeal  of  the  duties  on  rail 
road  iron. 

AIm>,  the  memorial  of  John  B.  Bndd,  of  Philadelphia, 
asking  the  payment  of  a  certificate  of  debenture. 

Also,  the  petition  of  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  asking  an 
appropriation  for  a  dry  dock  at  the  navy-yard  at  that  port. 

By  Mr.  WILLIAMS :  The  petiaon  of  Koeier  Hooper  and 
one  lAidred  and  eighleenollier^,  citizens  of  Pall  River  and 
its  vicinity,  in  Bristol  county,  Massachusetts,  (br  the  erec- 
tion by  the  Government  of  a  fire  proof  building  for  a  cus- 
tom-house in  that  town. 

fly  Mr.  TYLER:  The  petition  of  H.  N.  Famham  and 
others,  praying  for  the  erection  of  a  light-house  at  the 
mouth  of  Caluirnu^us  creek.  New  York,  and  for  the  ftuther 
prosecution  of  tlie  puMic  works  at  that  place. 

Also,  the  petiiion  of  J.  B.  Babcock  and  others,  prayinglbr 
the  further  prosecution  of  the  unfinished  wor^  at  Barce- 
lona harbor,  Ctiatllaitiiue  county.  New  York. 

By  Mr.   H  A  YS :  The   petition   of  citizens  of  western 
Pennsylvantn,  praying  for  the  improvem'ent  of  the  Alleghany 
river,  between  the  city  of  Pittsburg  and  Clean  ;  also,  the  i 
memorial  of  a  convention  of  delegates  from  el»ht  counties  I 
in  western  Penn^'vlvania,  held  at  the  town  of  Franklin,  ih  I 
Venango  county,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  same  siihjnct;  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce.  , 

By  Mr.  LEONARD  :  The  peiiiinn  of  William  Simpaon,  of 
tlie  city  of  Now  York,  for  compensaiton  for  depredations 
committed  by  the  United  Simes  troops  during  the  last  war; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  i-*laims. 

By  Mr,  ANDERSON :  The  petition  of  John  J.  Clapp 
and  fifty- two  citizens  of  Worcester  county,  asking  Congress 
10  make  an  appropriation  for  the  inipmvement  of  Sawpit 
harbor ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. 

By  Mr.  SMITH,  of  Illinois:  The  petition  of  sundry  citl- 
zen-i  of  Madison  county,  Illinoii*,  praying  a  reduction  of 
letter  postage ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Coiuaiitteeon  the 
Post  OSce  and  Post  Roads. 


Also,  the  petition  of  aandrycMzena  of  Madison  coonty, 
Illinois,  praying  a  rednciion  of  the  salaries,  fees,  and  per 
diem  allowance  of  the  officers  of  the  General  Government, 
and  especially  of  the  members  of  Congress;  which  was 
referred  tn  the  Committee  on  Retrenchment. 

By  Mr.  WEIVTWORTH  :  The  peUUon  fbr  a  mall  rontS 
fVora  Chicago  tn  Rnscoe,  and  a  petition  for  a  mail  route  fhim 
Lafiiyctte  (Indiana)  to  Peoriaflllinois ;  which  were  lefened 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Also,  the  petition  of  citizens  of  Vermillion  county,  fbr  a 
grant  of  land  to  Improve  the  Wabash  river ;  which  was  ' 
referred  to  tlie  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

By  Mr.  TIBBATTU:  The  petition  of  Mrs.  Sarah  Ham- 
mond,  widow  of  John  Hammond,  deceased,  praying  that  a 
law  may  pas*  allowing  her  a  pension  commensurate  with 
the  service*  of  her  bnskaad  In  the  revoliiUoaarjr  war; 
which  was  referred  to  the  (;omiBiue«  on  Revolutioaary 
Pensiona. 

By  Mr.  RATHBUN :  The  petition  of  Slocnm  Havland 
and  one  hondred  others,  pnyiog  for  tetreacbment  in  the 

Sublic  ezpendiiuiea,  and  also  for  a  redaction  of  the  per 
iem  and  travel  fees  of  members  of  Congress;  which  was 
refer/cd  to  the  Committee  on  Retrenchment. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Allen  Thomas  and  sixty  othera,  eit- 
isens  oif  Cayuga  county,  New  Ynik,  praying  Ibr  a  rMlue- 
tion .  or  the  rates  of  postage ;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  OfHce  and  Post  Roods. 

By  Mr.  LYON :  The  petition  of  thirty  citisens  of  Branch 
county,  Michigan,  for  a  reduction  of  poauge,  and  the  rs- 
striction  of  tliu  franking  privilege. 

By  Mr.  HAMLIN:  The  peiiUon  of  Frederick  A.  Bat- 
roan  and  twenty-five  othera,  citizens  of  Dizmont,  Maine, 
for  a  reduction  of  all  letter  postage  to  five  cents,  with  a 
conespoDding  reduction  on  newspapers,  and  fbr  the  enlii* 
abolition  of  the  Itanking  privilege ;  which  was  refarred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

By  Mr.  MORRIS,  of  Ohio :  The  petition  of  Horace  Hol- 
land, asking  fbr  the  eataUisbment  of  a  mail  roote  fVom 
Marietta,  Washingtoo  countv,  to  WoodsfleM,  IMonroa 
comity, Ohio;  which  was  retened  to  tb*  t;oBmittee  oe 
the  Port  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

By  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Ohio:  The  petition  of  Samnei 
Dye  and  one  hundred  and  eighty  othera,  citizens  of  Uie 
counties  of  Monroe  and  Washington,  Oliio,  pmylng  A>rtbe 
eatablisbmeut  of  a  mail  route  frinn  Maneua,  up  the  valley 
of  Little  MuHkinguni,  to  Woodrfield ;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roadis. 

By  Mr.  WRIGHT,  of  Indiana:  The  petlUon-Df  H.  D> 
Mnnu  and  two  hundred  and  twelve  others,  dtiseiis  of  the 
county  of  Vermiilioo,  in  Uie  Sute  of  Indiana,  asking  for  a 
ponion  >f  the  vacant  lands  in  the  States  of  Indiana  and 
tllinob,  n>r  the  purpose  of  improving  the  Waliasli  river  i 
wbicb  was  referred  to  lh«  Comroiltee  on  PoMic  Lands. 

Also,  Uie  papers  and  petition  of  James  W.  Sway,  asking 
fbr  conitiensation  for  work  done  on  the  national  road; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Alsu,  the  papers  in  the  application  of  Levy  Johnson,  of 
llenil ricks  county,  Indiana,  asking  fbr  a  pension  for  woands 
rocelvad  in  the  last  war;  which  was  refarred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Invalid  Pensions. 

By  Mr.  OWEN :  The  memorial  of  C.  Greroe*  and  siiiy- 
three  oUiera,  ciUzens  of  Illinois,  in  fkvor  of  the  conUoaatioa 
of  the  Cumberland  rand. 

Abio,  the  memorial  of  8.  W.  Stephens  and  ninety-three 
othera,  citisens  of  Indiana,  in  f>ivor  of  a  great  of  laad  to 
complete  die  Central  canal  to  Evnnsville. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  Alexander  Bums,  Jr.,  and  two 
hundred  and  twenty  two  others,  citizena  of  Indiaaa,  in 
favor  of  the  aboliUon  of  the  flanking  pnvilege,  and  the  re- 
duction of  postage. 

By  Mr.  CHAPfELL :  A  petition  fVom  the  Mavor  of  the 
city  of  Macon,  Georgia,  and  upwards  of  three  hundred  citi- 
xeiu,  praying  a  reduction  of  the  rate*  of  poaiage  and  tbs 
abolishment  of  the  franking  privilege,  except  so  (hr  as  the 
same  may  be  strictly  necessary  in  the.  transaction  of  the 
busineis  of  the  Post  Office  Department ;  which  wa*  referred 
to  the  t.'ommlttee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Poet  Roads. 

By  Mr.  WILLIAMS:  The  petiUon  of  Daniel  Newell,  of 
Scltiiate,  Massachusetts,  for  a  pension ;  which  wa*  referred 
to  ihe  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions. 

By  Mr.  HAYS  :  The  memorial  of  ciUscn*  of  Western 
Pennsylvania,  for  an  extension  of  the  national  road  by  a 
lateral  branch,  fmm  a  convenient  point  at  or  near  the  baas 
of  Ihe  Laurel  Hill  to  the  city  of  Pituburgli ;  thence  tn  the 
State  arsenal  at  Meadville;  and  thence  to  the  harbor  of 
Presque  Isle;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  <H| 
Roads  and  Canal*. 


IN  SENATE. 
TuDRaDAT,  jPeliruary  29, 1844. 

Immediately  aAer  the  reading  of  the  Journal  of 
yesterday. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  th« 
President  of  the  United  Statea  by  the  hands  of  his 
Private  Secretary,  John  Ttlek,  jr.  It  was  read, 
as  follows: 

7V>  Me  Stnate  and 

UouK  of  IUfn$enMtrm  of  U<  VtiXti  Statu : 

I  have  tn  perform  the  melancholy  duty  oi'  announcing  to 
Ihe  two  Houae*  of  Congren  the  death  of  the  Hon.  Abel  P. 
Upshur,  late  Secretary  of  State,  and  the  Hon.  ThiMaa*  W. 
Gilmer,  late  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Tbi*  most  lamentable  occurrence  transpired  on  board  the 
United  States  ship  of-warthe  Princeton,  yesterday,  at  about 
half  after  four  o'clock  in  Uie  evening,  and  proceeded  from 
the  explosion  of  one  of  the  large  guns  of  that  ship. 

The  loss  which  the  Government  and  Uie  country  have 
sustained  by  this  deplorable  event  is  heightened  oy  the 
death,  at  the  same  time,  and  by  the  same  cause,  of  several 
distinguished  persons  and  vtUuable  citizens. 

I  shalljie  permitted  to  express  my  great  grief  at  an  occur, 
rence  which  has  so  suddenly  stricken  from  my  side  two 
gentiemen,upon  whose  advice  I  so  confidenUy  relied  In  Uio 
diachsrge  of  mjr  arduotia  task  of  admioiMering  the  olBce  of 
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the  ex«caliv<i  d«piirtinent;  and  nrhnp  nervicw,  at  tbb  in- 
teresting period,  were  ofBiicli  vkm  importance. 

In  soint!  reliel'nf  ttie  puttire  tiorrnw  which  muat  nece9<ia- 
lily  aci^inpany  tht»  niottt  painntl  event,  it  aiTtirds  inc  inucii 
■atisfaclion  tn  say  Uml  it  wnft  produced  l)y  no  citrelo^sne^s 
or  innttenlion  »ii  tiie  part  of  Uiu  ntlicerd  and  crew  of  liie 
Princeton ;  but  niunt  be  set  down  a,t  one  of  iIiom  casualties 
wliich,  to  a  grenter  or  le«R  degree,  attend  upOn  every  ser- 
vice, and  wliich  are  invariulily  incident  to  tlie  temporal 
atfiiini  ofmanitind. 

I  will  aian  add,  that  it  in  nn  meaanre  detracts,  in  my  esti- 
mation, Trom  the  vuhie  of  the  improvements  contemplated 
in  the  eonstnictinn  of  the  Princeton,  or  from  the  ineritu  of 
licr  brave  tuid  distioguislied  commander  and  projector. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

WMaiasTOII,  February  S9, 1844. 

The  messante  having  been  read, 

Mr.  RIVES  add reaseU  the  Senate  as  follows: 
Mr.  President,  the  general  feeling  of  the  Senate 
has,  I  am  sure,  already  anticipated  me  in  what  I 
have  risen  to  sugi;est.  The  awful  calamity  com- 
municated to  us  in  the  message  of  the  President 
juR^read,  and  which  has  madeof  ye8terday,.with 
all  Its  unearthly  brightness,  one  of  the  darkest 
and  most  inauspicious  days  in  our  national  cal- 
endar, is  but  too  well  known  to  the  Senate,  in  all 
its  dreadful  details  and  heart-rending  results. 
Surely,  Mr.  President,  never,  in  the  mysterious 
ordinances  of  God,  has  a  day  on  earth  been 
marked  in  its  progress  by  such  startling  and  as- 
tounding contrasts— opening  and  advancing  with 
hilarity  and  joy,  mutual  congratulation  and  pa- 
triotic pride,  and  closing  in  scenes  of  death  and 
disaster,  of  lamentattnn  and  unutterable  woe.  It 
was  my  sad  fortune,  Mr.  President,  to  be  an  eye- 
witness of  these  never-to-bc-forgotlen  events.  If 
]  had  language  to  describe  theiii,  the  power  of 
speech  would  fail  me. 

1  have  risen,  in  the  midst  of  the  universal  sad- 
ness and  dejection  of  heart  which  prevail  around 
me,  and  under  the  overpowering  weight  of  mv 
own  feclin?s,  to  suggest  the  propriety  of  suspentf- 
iiig  our  ordinary  labors  and  pursuits,  in  the  pres- 
ence and  upder  the  chastisement  of  this  awful 
visitation  of  Providence.  It  has  fallen  to  the  lot 
of  my  own  State  to  be  the  chief  mourner  on  this 
,  melancholy  occasion.  Twoof  her  distinguished 
citizens,  filling  high  places  in  the  civil  Govern- 
ment of  the  country,  have  been  cut  down  in  the 
midst  of  their  days  and  their  usefulness;  and  an' 
other  of  Iter  sons — a  gallant  officer  of  the  Navy 
— has  been  destined  to  fall,  by  disastrous  acci- 
dent, on  a  deck  which,  under  other  circumstances, 
he  might  have  illtisirnted  by  his  vslor. 

But,  in  so  overwhelming  a  caiainity,  which 
stands  almost  without  a  parallel  in  the  records  of 
human  misfortune,  all  bear  their  equal  and  sym- 
pathizing share.  Surrounded,  as  we  are,  on  every 
Imnd,  by  the  desolate  wai'ing  of  the  widow,  and 
the  helpless  cry  of  the  orphan,  ndne  of  us  can 
be  in  a  state  of  mind  to  discharge,  with*  intelli- 
gence and  composure,  the  duties  which  belong  to 
us  here. 

Let  us,  thet),  Mr.  President,  bowing  in  all  hu- 
mility of  spirit  beneath  this  stroke' of  an  all-wise 
and  mysterious  Providence,  discard  from  our 
minds,  for  a  season,  the  cares  and  excitements 
nf  our  daily  duties  in  this  Hall.  Let  us  lay  to 
heart  the  monitory  lesson  so  impressively  read 
to  us  in  the  events  of  yesterday,  that  "  in  the 
midst  of  life  we  are  in  ifonth."  With  this  lesson 
engraven  upon  our  hearts,  let  us  keep  constantly 
in  view  the  eternal,  as  well  as  temporal  responsi- 
Ijilitics  under  which  all  the  duties  of  both  public 
und  private  life  are  lo  be  performed.  Let  the 
deep  sense  of  common  calamity  and  mutual  afflic- 
tion unite  us  more  closely  by  the  ties  of  brother- 
hood and  affection.  Let  us  **  put  away  from  us 
all  bitterness  and  wrntli,and  evil-speaking;" and 
when  we  come  together  again.'uiider  these  chas- 
tenini;  influences,  we  shall  all  feel,  I  trust,  how 
much  better  patriots  we  arc  for  being  better  Chris- 
tians. 

Mr.  R.  concluded  by  submitting  the  following 
resolutions: 

Resotcettj  Thai  the  Senate,  impressed  with  the  protbnnd 
seni*e  of  the  nwfnl  cllamity'wliirh  yei>terd:iy  occurred  on 
iHiard  nf  the  steamer  Princeton,  by  iltc  cxplo.(ion  of  a  ^n, 
invulvinj  the  lo«..i  of  mnny  valuahie  lives,  and  among  Uiem 
of  the  Secret.iry  of  Sinle  immI  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

Rttolred^  Tliiit  the  Jji-itute  will  attend,  in  a  body,tlic  ot>- 
pequies  of  tlic  diiceai.ed  ineinheri'  nf  the  Caliinel,  and  tbnt 
)i  committee  of  Ave  lie  appointed  to  niaite  .trnuiffeincntK 
with  such  cimimittee  as  may  be  appointed  ou  the  pan  of 
llie  llouhe  of  Iti'presenuitive.H. 

RtMtced,  Th.-ii,  in  conMder.ttion  of  this  afflictive  dispen- 
s.-tiion,  iln^  t5»-nnte  dti  tiow  adjourn  to  Monday  next. 

Rnoleedy  Tiim  the  Senate  will  go  into  mourning  by  wear- 
ing crape  ou  llic  Icll  arm  for  thirty  days. 


Raohed,  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resoluUooa  b« 
transmitted  to  Ibe  President  of  the  United  Slates. 

The  resolutions  having  been  read,  a  message 
was  received  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
by  the  hands  of  Mr.  McNoltt,  their  Clerk,  an- 
nouncing the  action  of  that  body,  touching  this 
awful  calamity. 

The  message  was  read,  and  concurred  in. 

The  resolutions  submitted  by  Mr.  Rives  were 
unanimously  agreed  to. 

The  following  Senators  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee of  arrangements  on  the  parlof  the  Senate, 
to  act  in  conjunction  with  the  committee  on  the 

Kart  of  the  House  of  Representatives:  Mr,  Rives, 
Ir.  Ahcheh,  Mr.  King,  Mr.  WooDBiritT,  and 
Mr.  Bavard. 

The  Senate  then,  in  accordance  with  iM  pre- 
vious action,  adjourned  till  Monday  next. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Thoksdat,  Ftbntani  29, 1844. 

The  Journal  having  beon  read, 

A  message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Johk  Ttler,  jr.,  his 
Private  Secretary;  which  will  be  found  in  tlie 
proceedings  of  the  Senate. 

The  message  having  been  read, 

Mr.  HOPKINS  said:  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have 
risen  to  present  to  this  House  a  aeries  of  resolu- 
tions touching  the  melnncKoly  subject  of  the  mes- 
sage which  has  just  been  read.  If  it  were  becom- 
ing in  me  to  speak  upon  an  occasion  so  mournful, 
the  deep  feeling  of  grief  which  now  pervades  the 
bosom  of  every  member  of  this  House,  and  in 
which  my  own  so  sincerely  and  painfully  partici- 
pates, would  render  me  incompetent  lo  the  dis- 
charge of  such  a  duty.  1  shall  be  pardoned, 
therefore,  in  declining  to  utter  one  word  in  sup- 
port of  the  resolutions  which  I  have  the  honor 
of  submitting,  and  which  1  kiioW  will  find  so 
generous  a  response  from  this  body.  I  send  them 
to  the  Chair. 

Mr.  H.  then  handed  up  the  following  resolu- 
tions; which  were  read,  and  unanimously  agreed 
to: 

Rewlent,  That  this  House  h«»  heard,  with  deep  sorrow, 
of  the  dreadful  catastrophe  which  ocenrred  yesterday  on 
lioard  lite  United  States  ship  of  war  Pnncetnn,  wlien  many 
vnlunble  lived  were  io!<t ;  and  by  which,  ainong-tt  others, 
the  Hon.  Aliel  P.  Upshur,  Secretary  of  t'tate,  and  the  Hon. . 
Thomas  VV.  Gilmer,  Secretary  of  Uie  Navy,  met  a  sudden 
and  awt'ul  death. 

Resohedy  That  litis  Ilon^e  will  manifest  Its  respect  for 
the  memory  of  the  lute  dintingui^hed  Secretaries  of  Stnte 
and  of  the  Navy,  and  its  i-ympailiy  fur  Uieir  bereaved  fami- 
lies, by  attending  Iticir  funrral  in  a  body. 

Reiotred^  As  a  (ilrlner  mark  of  respect  to  the  deeeitsed, 
and  to  manifest  our  i^iise  of  this  mo.^t  meianeholy  and  af- 
flicting dispensation  of  Divine  Providence,  that  this  House 
will  transact  no  lesiKiative  bu^incKS  until  at>pr  tlie  funeral 
obsequies  of  the  deeeasi'il  ."hall  liave  been  performed. 

Aetotfcf,  That  the  ineniliers  nf  this  House  will  wear  the 
usual  badge  of  mourning  tor  tliiny  days. 

itesolrc'/,  That  n  comiiiitiee  of  five  members  of  this  House 
be  appointed  to  make  nrrangenicnts  with  such  committees 
j  as  may  be  appointed  on  the  pan  of  the  Senate,  for  tiie  at- 
tendance of  the  two  Houses  of  Cnngrci's  at  the  funeral  of 
the  late  Abel  P.  Up»hiir  and  Thomas  W.  Gilmer. 
I      Rctotced,  That  v/hm  this  House  adjourns  to  day,  it  will 
I  adjourn  to  meet  on  .Monday  next. 

iliesotvtdy  That  the  Hou^e  do  now  adjourn. 
[The  following  is  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  part  of  the  Hous6:  Mr.  Hopkins,  o'f  Virainia, 
Mr.  Cave  Johnson,  of  Tennessee;  Mr  C.J.  In- 
oERSOLL,  of  Pennsylvania;  Mr.  John  CI.  Adams, 
of  Massachusetts;  Mr.  D.  D.  Barnard,  of  New 
York.] 
The  House  then  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
M  ONOAT  March  4,  1844. 

Mr.  BARROW  presented  the  credentials  of 
Mr.  Henrt  Johnson,  Senator  elected  by  the  Le- 
gislature of  Louisiana  to  fill  the  vacancy  occa- 
sioned liy  the  death  of  the  Hon.  Alexander  Por- 
ter,    He  came  forward ,  and  was  qualified. 

PETITIONS,  ETC. 

Mr.  MERRICK  presented  a  petition  from  one 
hundred  and  fifty  citizens  of  Indiana  county, 
Pennsylvania,  praying  Congress  to  grant  relief 
to  certain  officers  and  soldiers  in  the  late  war  with 
Great  Briiaiii;  also,  of  the  Indian  wars  prior  to 
the  treaty  of  Greenville,  in  1795;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 

Mr.  BARROW  presented  apclilion  from  James 


W,  Breedlove,  of  New  Orleans,  praying  com- 
pensation for  the  use  nf  his  steam  schooner  Mer^ 
chant,  employed,  in  1841,  to  cruise  in  pursuit  of 
pirates;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs. 

Also,  additional  documents  in  support  of  thi 
claim  of  J.  Millikan;  which  were  committed  to 
the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  CHOATE  presented  a  petition  from  Da- 
vid Baker,  praying  for  the  renewal  of  hia  patent 
for  a  certain  kind  of  saw;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. ' 

Mr.  MILLER  presented  resolutions  adopted 
by  the  Legishitive  Council  and  General  Assembly 
of  New  Jersey,  requesting  the  Senators  anil  Rep- 
I'esentatives  from  that  Stale  to  use  their  influencs 
to  procure  an  appropriation  for  the  constructioii 
of  a  breakwater  harbor  at  Cape  May;  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and 
ordered  to  l>e  printed. 

Mr.  BAQBY  presented  >  memorial  from  sno- 
dry  merchants,  traders,  and  shippers  of  Mobile, 
urging  upon  the  Senate  the  reconsideration  of  its 
vote  last  session,  rejecting  a  commercial  treity 
with  Texas.  Mr.  B.  made  some  remarks,  sol 
heard  in  the  reporters' gallery,  but  supposed  to 
have  reference  to  a  misapprehension  by  the  peti- 
tioners of  the  action  of  the  Senate  upon  that  treaty. 

It  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
Alabama,  and  resolutions  adopted  by  that  body, 
instructing  the  Senators  and  requesting  the  Rep- 
scntaiives  from  that  State  to  use  their  influence 
to  procure  the  passage  uf  a  law  allowing  to  the 
ciuzens  of  tiiat  State  further  lime  to  embrace  Ihe 
benefits  of  the  prei:mpiion  sysleDi.  Also,  other 
resolutions  of  that  body  in  favor  of  the  grediui- 
tion  and  reduction  of  the  price  of  the  publiclsnds, 
in  the  Sutte  of  Alabama,  which  have  been  long 
in  the  market;  which  were  referred  lo  the  Coot- 
millee  on  Public  Lands. 

.  DEATH  OF  MR.  FRICK. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Hoaie  of 
Rcprescniaiives,  by  Mr.  McNultt,  its  Clerk, 
informing  the  Senate  of  the  death  of  the  Hon. 
Henry  Frick,  a  Representative  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  the  passage  of  the  usual  resolutions  of 
that  body,  in  testimony  of  respect  for  the  memory 
of  the  deceased;  which  being  read, 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  addressed  the  Senate  st 
follows:  Mr.  President,  it  has  become  my  painful 
duty  to  move  the  resolutions  customary  on  su<:h 
occHsions,  as  a  token  of  respect  for  the  memory 
of  Hon.  Henry  Frick,  late  a  member  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania delegation  in  Congress,  informstion  of 
whose  death  has  just  been  communicated  to  us 
by  the  House  of  Repreanntativeft. 

The  performance  of  such  a  duty,  at  all  timei 
solemn,  is  rendered  peculiarly  impressive  upon 
the  present  occasion,  by  the  sad  and  melancholy 
gloom  in  whirli  we  are  now  enveloped.  Tb< 
vanity  of  worldly  honors  and  tlie  folly  of  ambi- 
tion hove  been  brought  home  to  the  hearts  of  ill 
who  hear  me,  by  the  late  nstouiiding  and  besrt- 
rending  catastrophe,  which  has  covered  a  nation 
with  mourning.  Every  man ,  and  especially  every 
public  man,  must,  at  the  present  moment, deeply 
feel  how  worthless  are  the  highest  honors. and 
distinctions  which  human  power  can  bestow  upon 
human  frailty;  even  when  these  have  been  nobly 
won  by  wistiom,  patriotism,  and  virtue.  Truly, 
in  the  language  of  Scripture,  "  man  wolketh  ina 
vain  shadowi  and  disquieteth  himself  in  vain. 
The  grave  had  not  closed  upon  the  mortal  re- 
mains of  those  whom  we  all  deplore,  when  death 
struck  down  another  victim  from  our  mid  si, among 
our  associates  in  Congress.  May  these  melan- 
choly evenu,  followint;  each  other  in  such  rapid 
succession,  soften  and  subdue  the  msddening 
pulse  of  political  excitement,  and  leach  us  to  feel 
that  we  are  all  brethren — that  we  are  oil  feUow 
citizens  of  the  same  glorious  Republic! 

Mr.  Frick  was  born  in  the  county  of  North- 
umberland, and  Slate  of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  year 
1795.  At  an  early  age  he  learned  tlie  noble  art 
of  printing,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  Whilrt 
yet  in  his  minority,  fired  with  youthful  psiriot- 
'  ism,  he  united  himself  to  a  volunteer  company, 
and  took  up  arms  in  defense  of  his  country  do^ 
ing  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain.  In  the  year 
1816,  he  established  a  political  journal  in  bis  na- 
tive county,  which  he  continued  to  conduct  for 
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more  than  twenty  years;  and  it  ia  still  owned  and 
conducted  by  members  of  his  family. 

Mr.  Frici  represented  his  county  with  fidelity 
and  al>ility  during  three  successive  sessions,  com- 
mencing^ with  tliat  of  1838,  in  the  Legislature  of 
Pennsylvania;  and  he  was  finally  elected  to  Con- 
gnaa  in  October  last,  under  circumstances  which 
clearlyevince  that  he  enjoyed  uncommon  personal 
popahrity  among  those  who  knew  him  best.  The 
.  nistory  of  his  life  presents  no  very  remarkable 
events.  It  ia  the  history  of  a  man  (fortunately  so 
common  in  this  country)  who,  from  an  humble 
beginning,  has,  by  industry,  ability,  and  perse- 
Teranee,  gradually  surmounted  every  intervening 
obstacle,  and  at  last  attained  the  high  distinction 
of  a  seat  in  the  other  branch  of  Congress.  He 
terminated  his  earthly  career,  in  this  city,  on  Fri- 
day last,  after  a  long  and  lingering  illness,  which 
be  bore  with  calmness  and  resignation. 

The  deceased  was  an  afTectionate  husband,  a 
kind  father,  and  a  sincere  friendT  The  impulses 
of  his  nature  were  noble  and  generous;  and  he 
performed  all  the  relative  duties  of  life  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  secure  to  himself  numerous,  ardent, 
and  devoted  friends.  Let  his  virtues  be  remem- 
bered, and  let  his  faults  (if  he  had  any)  be  buried 
in  his  grave  I 

The  widowed  partner  of  his  bosom,  in  obedi- 
ence to  a  feeling  so  natural  (o  the  human  heart, 
requested  ihalhis  mortal  remains  might  be  carried 
home  for  intertnent  in  the  bosom  of  his  native 
earth.  In  compliance  with  her  wish,  and  under 
the  advice  of  the  Pennsylvania  delegation,  his 
body  left  this  city  on  GJaturday  morning  last, 
accompanied  by  his  son  and  two  of  his  friends 
from  the  other  House.  This  is  the  reason  why 
no  order  has  been  taken  concerning  his  funeral. 

He  concluded  by  aubmitiing  the  following  res- 
olutions: 

Raohtd,  That  the  Senate  hiu  received,  vrith  deep  aen- 
■IbilHy,  the  eoumunicatkin  frnm  Uie  House  of  Represent- 
alive*,  annnnncinn  the  desUi  of  the  Hon.  Hsrkt  Frick,  a 
Bepre«eiiutivc  in  CongreM  frnm  Uie  Stale  of  Penivylvanio. 

kesctped,  Tlial  in  tnlten  of  sincere  and  higll  r^pect  for 
the  memory  of  Uie  deceased,  the  members  and  olScerB  of 
■be  Senate  will  wear  crape  on  the  left  aim,  as  moaminf^ 
ibr  thirty  days. 

A<sohei<,  (asarurtbermarkorrespecl,)TbatlbaSeBala 
do  aow  adjourn. 

The  resolutions  were  unanimously  agreed  to. 
The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
MoNDAT,  JlfarcA  4, 1844. 

The  Journal  having  been  read, 

Mr.THOMPSON  announced  the  attendance 
of  bis  colleague,' Hon.  Robert  W.  Roberts, 
elected  a  Repreaentative  from  the  State  of  Mis- 
sissippi; and  lAr.  Roberts  having  presented 
himself  at  the  table,  the  oath  to  support  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  was  administered 
to  him  by  the  Speaker. 

DEATH  OF  MR.  PRICK. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  rose,  and  addressed 
the  House  as  follows:  At  the  rec|uest  of  my  col- 
leagues, I  rise  to  perform  the  painful  duty  of  an- 
nouncing the  death  of  Hon.  Hekrt  Frio,  of 
Pennaylvania.  He  died  at  his  lodgings,  in  Wash- 
ington, on  Friday  last,  when  the  whole  city  was 
already  ahrouded  in  gloom  by  that  signal  and 
sad  calamity  which  atruck  down,  in  a  moment, 
festivity  in  its  innocent  mirth  and  power  and 
place  and  lalenta  and  virtues  in  their  becoming 
pride.  Death,  in  all  its  aspects,  is  full  of  solem- 
nity. It  sometimes  appears  armed  with  double 
terrors,  when  it  ^aelecta  its  reluctant  and  unpre- 
pared victims  among  those  of  robust  and  youth- 
fiil  frame.  The  blow  —  always  heavy  to  the 
hearts  of  surviving  friends — is  not  without  a  de- 
gree  of  mournful  consolation  when  they  reflect 
that  disease  had  long  been  preying  on  the  shat- 
tered system.  Wearied  nature  is  relieved  from 
a  load  of  trouble  when  it  aipka  into  the  grave 
•srfter  time  and  opportunity  have  been  thus  af- 
forded for  solemn  thought.  The  undying  spirit, 
chastened  by  tlie  pangs  which  its  frail  covering 
has  endured,  becomes  less  unwilling  to  throw  it 
off,  and  nothing  departs  but  life  and  suflfering, 
while  an  unspotted  name  remains  behind.  The 
eoDSolation  is  increased  when  distant  affection 
may  be  told,  that  although  the  closing  eye  was 
not  permitted  to  linger  upon  familiar  objects  of  a 
cherished  home,  yei  the  stranger's  pillow  was 


smoothed  by  the  hand  of  sympathy,  and  the 
agonies  of  disease  were  lessened  by  watchful 
tenderness,  which  strove  in  vain  to  avert  the  ap- 
proach of  death. 

Botli  of  these  sources  of  diminished  grief  are 
found  in  relation  to  the  gentleman  whose  seat  has 
become  vacant  since  we  Inst  met  together.  He 
died  while  yet  in  the  meridian  of  life',  although  a 
fatal  malady,  for  a  course  of  years,  had  marked 
him  for  its  victim,  and  had  counterfeited  too  well 
the  furrows  of  age  upon  hin  hollow  check.  He 
was  born  in  the  town  and  county  of  Northum- 
berland, Pennsylvania,  in  the  year  1795,  and  was 
educated  as  a  printer  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 
E>irly  in  life  he  established  a  public  journal  at 
Milton,  where  he  has  continued  to  reside.  A 
mourning  family  will  there  receive  his  mortal  re- 
mains, and  will  deposit  them,  bedewed  with  pious 
tears,  in  the  midst  of  kindred  dust  and  ashes. 
His  editorial  labora  did  not  cease  for  inpre  than 
twenty  years.  He  thrice  served  with  mdit  and 
fidelity  in  the  Legislature  of  his  native  State,  and 
he  received  those  military  honors  which  proclaim 
the  merit  of  the  individual  and  the  respect  of  his 
fellow-citizens.  At  the  last  autumnal  election  he 
was  returned  to  Congress  from  the  thirteenth  dis- 
trict of  Pennsylvania,  composed  of  four  adjoin- 
ing coanties.  His  residence  among  us  has  been 
loo  brief,  and  his  health  too  infirm,  to  have  al- 
lowed a  large  accession  here  to  his  stock  of 
friends. 

Estimable  in  the  relations  of  domestic  and  so- 
cial life,  active  and  faithful  in  the  discharge  of 
Kublic  duty,  true  to  hia  friends,  and  just  (if  he 
ad  any)  to  his  enemies,  he  lived  and  died  a  re- 
spected and  esteemed,  an  honest  and  honorable 
man,  and  a  sincere  and  zealous  patriot. 

And  thereupon,  on  motion  of  Mr.  I.,  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted: 

Reto/red,  Thnt  this  House  has  Iicard  wiUi  deep  sensi- 
bility of  ilic  death  of  the  Hon.  Hehrt  Fkick,  a  memtwr 
of  litis  House  from  the  State  of  Penlisytvania,  which  tuoli 
place  at  hia  lodgings,  in  this  cily,  on  Friday  last,  the  1st 
instanL 

Rctolvfi,  Thai  the  membera  of  this  Hnnse  will  testify 
Ibeir  respect  for  Iho  memory  of  the  deceased  by  wearing 
eiape  on  the  left  arm  for  thirty  days. 

Attolved,  That,  as  a  further  remark  of  respect  for  the 
memory  of  the  decoased,  this  House  do  niiw  adjourn. 

The  House  adjourned. 


The  (bllowtng  petitiona,  presented  to-day,  were  handed 
to  the  repnrtem  by  the  membera  presenting  Ihem  : 

By  Mr.  MORRIS,  of  Fennnylvania  :  The  prUtion  nfcill- 
xens  of  Pliilndelphia,  asking  the  revival  of  Uie  act,nf  1BCt7, 
granting  penKiona  to  the  widows  and  infant  children  of  per- 
sona dying  in  the  naval  service  of  ihe  tTnited  States. 

Also,  the  peiitinn  of  Robert  Brady,  of  Philndelphin,  pny- 
tng  Congresa  lo  indemnify  biu  for  Uie  loss  of  Uie  scliooner 
Eagle,  taken  from  him  for  the  public  service  in  Ibe  year 
1813. 

By  Mr.  FiCKLIN :  The  memorial  of  John  Mi^Msnaa  and 
sixty-three  others,  citizens  of  Clarke  county,  Illinois,  ask- 
ing a  gnuit  of  lands  to  complete  the  national  tlinmughfkre 
between  Uic  lakes  and  theLlliia,by  Uie  improvement  of  Uis 
Wabash. 

Also,  Ihe  memoiini  of  Sotofflon  Malone  and  othera,  clii- 
xens  of  the  same  county,  asking  an  appropriation  for  tlie 
Cumberland  road. 

By  Mr.  HUNGGRFORD  :  The  petition  of  John  B.  Good- 
enough,  for  bounty  land  ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Also,  tho  petition  of  David  B.  Baker,  for  a  pension ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Commiuee  on  Invalid  Pen- 
sions. • 

Also,  the  proceedings  of  pnblic  meetings  held  at  Ant- 
werp, Chiyion,and  Thema.  New  York,  against  tlie  aiuiex- 
aUoa  of  Texas  lo  the  Uuiied  Slates. 


IN  SENATE. 
TtTEiDAT,  March  5,  1844. 

Mr.  CHOATE  presented  two  sets  of  resolutions 
adopted  by  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts — 
one  declaring  that  it  is  the  duly  of  the  Federal 
Government  to  make  indemnity  for  losses  sus- 
tained by  American  merchants  by  French  spoli- 
ations prior  to  1800;  and  the  other  urging  upon 
Congress  the  propriety  of  the  establishment  of  a 
congress  of  nations  for  the  settlement  of  interna- 
tional disputes  without  a  resort  lo  war;  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Ro- 
faitions,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FRANCIS,  similar  resolu- 
tions, which  he  presented  a  few  days  ago  frnm 
the  Legislature  of  Rhode  Island,  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BATES  presented  a  memorial  from  sun- 
dry citizens  of  the  United  Stales,  praying  that 


'  lumber  of  all  kinds  passing  down  the  river  St. 

I  John,  on  its  way  to  the  home  market,  may  be 
exempt  from  duty;  which  waa  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

I  Mr.  SEMPLE  presented  a  memormi  from  the 
Legislature  of  Illinois,  asking  a  grant  of  public 

I  land  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  the  Alton  anil 
I  Mount  Carmel  railroad;  which  waa  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

I  Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  a  memorial  from 
the  Philadelphia  Board  of  Trade,  representing 

I  that  the  State  of  Delaware  ceded  to  the  United 
Slates  the  piers  at  Port  Penn,  on  the  condition 

'  that  the  Government  would  keep  them  in  repair. 

I  They  also  state  that  several  vessels  were  lost  in 

1  consequence  of  the  ruinous  state  of  the  piers,  and 

I  urge  upon  Congress  the  propriety  of  an  appro- 

'  priation  for  their  repair.  Mr.  B.  said  several  sIm- 

I  liar  memorials  had  been  preaented  and  referred. 

'  He  hoped  that  the  Committee  on  Commerce 
would  take  the  subject  into  consideration  without 
delay. 
It  was  referred  to  th%  Committee  on  Commerce. 
Mr.  B.  also  presented  a  memorial  from  Susan 
&iinbridge  and  aeveral  other  widows  and  infant 
children  of  certain  officers  and  8eaman,1ate  in  the 
aervice  of  the  United  States,  praying  for  the  re- 
enactment  of  the  law  of  March,  1837,  under  which 
they  received  pensions,  or  the  granting  of  some 
similar  relief;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  BAGBY  presented  a  netilionof  Adam  Car- 
son, of  Monroe  county,  Alabama,  praying  the 
right  of  preemption  to  a  certain  tract  of  land; 
which  waa  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  BREESE  presented  a  petition'  from  Ed- 
mund Roberts  and  others,  praying  Congress  to 
refund  to  them  certain  moneys  paid  to  the  United 
States  as  sureties  of  the  late  Felix  W.  St.  Vrain; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 
Mr.  J  A  RN  AGIN  presented  a  mornorial  from 
James  Robertson,  Robert  H.  Bayard,  and  others, 
assignees  of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  Slates, 
chartered  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  praying  ' 
the  repayment  of  a  sum  of  money  advaiiceil  by 
that  hank  to  Williamson  Smith,  a  contractor  of 
the  Government  for  the  removal  of  the  Cherokee 
Indians,  and  allowed  by  the  accounting  officer  in 
the  settlement  of  his  accounts;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  FAIRFIELD  presented  a  petition  from 
Robert  Ramsey,  of  Charlotte,  in  the  county  of 
Washington,  and  State  of  Maine,  praying  fur  an 
increase  of  pension;  and  the  petition  of  Hannah 
Thompson,  of  Calais,  Maine,  asking  for  a  pen- 
sion for  the  revolutionary  services  of  her  late 
husband;  which  were  referred  to  the  Coiflmiltee 
on  Pensions. 

Mr.  BARROW  presented  a  petition  of  Ledour 
&  Co.  and  others,  representing  that  they  are  the 
present  owners  of  the  patents  heretofore  issued 
to  General  La  Fayette  for  three  tracts  of  land  in 
the  parish  of  Point  Coupee,  Louisiana,  but  that 
those  patents  are  for  lands  originally  granted  by 
the  Spanish  Government  to  Daniel  W.  Bouligny, 
and  confirmed  to  him  by  the  United  Siotes;  and 
praying  for  authority  to  surrender  such  patents 
and  to  make  new  locations;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SEMPLE,  the  resolutions 
of  the  Legislature  of  Illinois,  presented  some  time 
ago,  instructing  the  Senators  and  requesting  tho 
Representatives  of  that  State  lo  use  ihcir  exer- 
tions to  procure  the  passage  of  the  bill  before  tlie 
Senate  for  the  occupation  and  settlement  of  the 
Oregon  territory,  were  referred  to  the  special 
committee  upon  that  subject. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WOODBRIDGE,  the  reso- 
lutions of  the  Legislature  of  Michigan,  asking  for 
grants  of  land  to  construct  a  road  from  Saginaw 
to  Michilimaclcinac  and  Sault  Sle.  Marie,  and  to 
complete  the  Grand  river  road,  were  taken  up, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 
Mr.  WOODBRIDGE,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  to  which  a  resolution  of  inquiry  of 
the  Senate  upon  the  subject  had  been  referred,  re- 
ported a  bill  to  abolish  the  office  of  the  Solicitor 
of  the  General  Land  Office,  and  providing  that 
tht!  duties  of  that  ofRcv  shall  be  performed  by  th« 
recorder,  or  by  such  other  person  employed  in 
that  office  as  may  be  designated  from  time  to  time 
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by  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office; 
which  WM  read,  and  ordered  to  aaecond  reading. 

Mr.  EVANS,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
reported  a  bill  grantingapension  to  George  Whit- 
ten;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading,  and,  with  the  report  Bccomfianyiog,  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  the  Committee  on 
Pensions  were  disclmrged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  petition  of  the  widow  of  George 
B.  McCulloch,  late  an  officer  in  the  Navy,  for  a 
restoration  of  pension;  and  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  AlTairs. 

Mr.  E.,  from  the  same  committee,  made  an 
adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  Josiab  Barto  for 
a  pension;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table, 
and  be  printed. 

Mr.  CHOATE,  from  the  Joint  Committee  on 
the  Library,  reported  a  joint  resolution  authoriz- 
ing the  Auorney  General  to  contract  for  copies  of 
4^  proposed  stereotype  edition  nf  the  laws  and  trea- 
ties of  the  United  States;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  a  second  reading;  and,  with  the  report 
accompanying,  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HENDERSON,  the  Com- 
mittee on-  Private  Land  Claims  was  discharged 
from  the  following  subjects,  and  tliey  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands.  The 
memorial  of  Joxiah  Garland ,  pray  inz  that  a  patent 
may  issue  to  him  for  a  tract  of  land;  and  the  pe- 
tition of  a  number  of  settlers  on  the  public  lands, 
in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  praying  to  be  secured 
in  their  rights  of  preemption. 

DBW-ROTTED  HEMP. 

Mr.TAPPAN  remarked  that,  a  few  days  ago, 
he  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  introduce  a  joint 
resolution  on  the  subject  of  dew-rotted  hemp.  It 
had  been  discovered  that  the  American  farmers 
could  raise  hemp,  and  dew-rot  it,  so  as  to  make  it 
much  siiperioMn  some  respects  to  the  water-rotted 
hemp  of  Russia.  The  process  wiis  so  simple,  that 
any  farmer  could  raise  it  on  his  hind,  and  prepare 
it  for  use.  With  a  view  to  lest  the  quality  of  the 
dew-rotted  hemp,  (and,  if  found  as  good  for  the 
purposes  of  the  tiniied  Slates  as  the  foreign  hemp, 
to  encourage  its  culture,)  he  had  prepared  a  joiiit 
resolution.  It  was  introduced,  rend  twice,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Nnvnl  Affairs. 

[The  resolution  proposes  to  authorize  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy  to  cause  a  slonpof-war  lo  be 
rigged  with  cords  made  of  Ameriran  dcw-roitcd 
hemp  by  Renwirk  &  Graves,  of  the  city  of  Buf- 
falo; and  after  the  same  has  been  in  service  one 
year,  to  report  to  Congress  its  character  and  qual- 
ity; the  price  lo  be  paid  per  pound  for  which  is 
hot  to  exceed  thirteen  cents.  The  S  cretary  i» 
also  authorized  to  purchase  from  them  a  quantity 
notexceeding  ten  toil,  prepared  for  spiiiniii^.and 
cause  the  same  to  be  manufactured  into  cords.] 

The  report  accompanying  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  RIVERS. 

The  bill  tn  grant  a  certain  quantity  of  land  lo 
aid  in  the  improvement  of  the  Fox  and  Wiscon- 
sin rivers,  and  to  connect  the  same  by  a  canal  in 
the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  ejtnie  uii  in  its  order 
on  the  Calendar,  tlie  question  pending  being.  Shall 
the  bill  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading? 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
adding,  as  an  additional  section,  the  following: 

Thni  tlic  Iniid:*  nppmprinloil  by  the  l>itl  shall  lt<*  inkcii 
by  Wiffcoiisiii.  in  psrl  m'  the  (fve  ■iiiiidreri  tl)oiii«and  acn;i« 
piicured  or  pled)rt.-d  lo  i«nid  Tcrriiory  when  it  ithnM  tiiTome 
n  Stale,  by  fiirce  of  the.  cijihih  section  ni  tlH-  act  ofHtli  Scp- 
temlicr.  1841,  entjtied,  ''An  acl  lo  apprtipriate  the  priK'efcU 
of  ilie  n^ct.  01'  tlic  public  laiidd,  ajid  to  graut  prcAiiiptiun 
rigbu." 

Mr.  TALLMADOEsaid  he  did  not  deem  it 
necessary  to  add  another  word  in  addition  lo  what 
lie  had  heretofore  said  in  support  of  the  bill.  It 
contemploted  the  consiruciioii  of  a  great  naiioiial 
work,  without  cost  lo  the  Federal  Government. 
With  reference  to  the  nmciidmenl,hc  wouhlonly 
say  that  the  five  hundred  thousand  acres,  from 
which  it  was  proposed  to  deJutt  the  quantity 
granted  by  this  bill,  was  five  hundred  thousand 
acres  granted  to  every  State  and  Territory  in  the 
Union..  It  was  granted  lo  the  Territories  to  put 
them  on  a  footing  with  the  new  States.  He  trusted 
llie  amendmeot  would  not  receive  the  sanction  of 
tlie  Senate. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  trusted  the  Senate  would  be- 
flow  on  this  bill  a  small  portion  of  its  lime.   The 


proposition  to  make  over  three  or  four  hundred 
thousand  dollars  should  at  least  claim  a  few  mo- 
ments' attention  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States.  The  last  Congress  passed  a  law 
providing  for  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  public  lands,  to  all  the  peculiar  circumstances 
of  which  he  need  not  allude;  and  in  the  eighth 
section  of  that  law  was  a  provision  which  granted 
to  all  the  Slates  in  which  there  were  public  lands, 
five  hundred  thousand  acres  of  land;  and  that 
pan  of  the  law  was  not  suspended.  It  further 
provided  that  the  Territories  should  be  entitled 
to  a  like  donation  of  five  hundred  thousand  acres 
upon  being  admitted  as  Slates;  and  under  the 
operation  of  that  section,  upon  Wisconsin  becom- 
ing a  State  of  this  Union,  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  was  pledged  to  pay  that  State,  as 
such,  five  hundred  thousand  acres  of  the  public 
domain.  Anticipating  the  period  when  this  was 
to  occur,  might  not  this  donation  of  five  hundred 
thousaii#  acres  of  land  be  made  to  the  Territory 
of  Wisconsin,  for  ihe  purpose  of  carrying  into 
eflfoct  the  proposeil  improvement,  and  be  deemed, 
upon  that  Territory  becomihg  a  Stale,  adischarge 
of  the  pledge  heretofore  made  by  the  General 
Government?  Ho  appealed  to  those  who  pro- 
fessed themselves  friends  of  the  doctrine  of  an 
equal  distribution  of  the  public  domain,  and 
wished  lo  know  why  that  course  should  not  be 
pursued? 

The  law  was  equitable,  or  it  was  not.  If  not, 
it  was  an  imposition  on  the  public.  If  it  was 
equitable,  he  asked  the  Senate  what  reason  could 
be  given,  consistent  with  those  which  had  been 
urged  previous  to  the  pledge,  for  granting  now 
three  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  acres  of  land  to 
the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  and  not  have  it  de- 
ducted from  the  donation  to  which  she  would  be 
entitled  upon  becoming  a  Slate,  under  the  opera- 
tion of  the  distribution  law?  Before  bestowing 
that  much  land,  all  he  asked  of  the  advocates  of 
the  measure  was,  that  the  three  hundred  and  fifiy 
thousand  acres  proposed  to  be  granted  should  be 
considered  as  part  of  that  donation  which  Con- 
gress,atthe  last  session,  had  pledged  itself  togivo. 
To  that  portion  of  ihe  Senate  who  were  in  favor  of 
this  policy,  he  made  this  appeal;  and  lo  those  who 
were  opposed  to  it,  it  was  not  necessary  to  make 
an  appeal,  since  an  appeal  presented  itself  with- 
out nrgumTil  or  statement. 

Mr.TALLMAOGEsaid  that,  in  regard  to  the 
five  hundred  thousand  acres  granted  to  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Wisconsin,  he  had  some  instrumentality 
in  procuring  the' grant,  during  the  period  of  the 
passage  of  the  distribution  law.  As  that  bill 
came  from  the  House,  it  provided  that  five  hun- 
dred thousand  acres  should  be  given  to  each  of 
the  new  Slates,  lie  got  on  amendment  inserted 
in  the  bilj,  granting  tn  such  of  llie  Territories  as 
might  come  into  the  Union  five  hundred  thousand 
acres,  to  be  selected  within  their  own  borders. 
This  was  only  pulling  them  on  an  rqunlity  with 
the  new  Suites.  That  was  the  purpose  for  which 
the  grant  was  made — lo  restore  them,  at  the  lime 
of  their  admission  into  the  Union,  to  an  equality 
with  the  new  Slates  already  admitted.  It  was 
granted  for  the  purpose  of  beingdisposed  of  by  the 
Legislatures  of^  those  Stales,  when  they  become 
Stales,  and  not  by  the  Federal  Legislature  now, 
to  be  disposed  of  by  their  own  Lcgishiturcs, 
not  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole  country,  bat  for 
the  peculiar  benefit  of  the  States,  The  Senator 
from  North  Carolina  now  wanted  to  take  from 
that  Territory  that  which  (nits  her  on  on  equality 
with  the  other  States,  in  order  to  make  an  im- 
provement for  the  benefit  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment— an  impnivemtent,  too,  which  wonid  so  in- 
crease the  value  of  the  public  land,  where  the 
grant  was  proposed  to  be  located,  as  wouki  save 
the  Government  from  any  loss  in  consequence  of 
such  grant. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  was  understood  to  say  that  the 
bill  should  be  so  amended  as  to  dechire  either  that 
the  grant  proposed  to  be  made  should  be  inclu- 
sive or  exclusive  of  the  half  million  acres  of  land 
granted  lo  the  Territories  by  the  distribution  bill. 
He  was  not  willing  lo  make  the  grant  without 
some  such  declaration  was  inserted  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  PORTER  read  from  the  eighth  section  of 
llie  distribution  bill  the  condition  on  which  the 
half  million  acres  were  granted  to  the  Territories; 
which  was,  that  the  grant  should  include  such 
quantity  of  land  as  may  be  granted  to  them  be- 
fore they  come  into  the  Union  as  Stales.    He  did 


not,  therefore,  deem  the  iMnendment  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  North  Carolina  necessary. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  he  desired  to  vote  under- 
standingly  upon  this  bill  ond  the  several  amend- 
ments which  had  been  o^red;  but  he  could  not 
do  80  without  knowing  precisely  what  its  present 
form  was.  He  would  suggest,  therefore,  to  the 
gentleman  having  charge  of  the  bill,  if  it  woald 
not  be  advisable  to  let  it  lie  on  the  table  for  the 
present,  with  a  view  of  having  the  aRiendments 
printed?  Hemade  tliis  suggestion,  because  he 
did  not  believe  that  one  Senator  out  of  three  knew 
precisely  what  the  form  of  the  bill  now  was. 
They  heard  about  grants;  but  there  was  no  talk 
sbout  grantees.  They  did  not  know  who  waste 
take  those  grants,  or  who  was  to, have  the  dissem- 
ination of  the  funds  which  were  to  be  derived  from 
the  sales  of  the  lands.  If  he  understood  the  ■nat- 
ter rightly,  there  was  something  ineongraous  in 
talking  about  making  grants  of  lands  lo  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Wisconsin,  and  trusting  the  disburse- 
mentof  the  proceeds  arising  from  the  sale  of  these 
hinds  10  the  officers  of  ihe  Federal  Government. 
For  this  reason ,  and  in  order  that  the  Senate  might 
know  precisely  how  to  acl  upon  the  y vend pro|t- 
ositions,  he  said,  in  justice  to  the  friends  of  dut 
measure — for  be  was  not  yet  aware  that  he  was 
its  enemy — the  best  plan  was  to  let  it  lie  on  the 
table,  that  the  amendments  might  be  prioted.  H« 
therefore  made  a  motion  to  that  effect. 

Mr.  WALKER  remarked  that  he  would  have 
no  objection  to  the  postponement  of  the  bill  till 
to-morrow;  but  really  it  had  lieen  so  repeatedly 
postponed,  and  the  session  was  now  so  far  ad- 
vanced, il)at,.if  it  was  not  speedily  acted  upon, 
it  would  be  destroyed  merely  for  want  of  ume. 
He  believed  this  was  about  the  sixth  or  seventh 
time  thai  the  bill  had  been  calhid  up  for  eoniiil- 
eration,  and  laid  upon  the  table.  It  had  beende- 
batcd  at  oonsiderabic  length;  and,  unless  speedy 
action  could  be  had  upon  it,  there  wonld  be  no 
time  left  for  it  lo  pass  through  the  iwoHoasesnf 
Congress.  He  was  in  favor  of  this  measure.  He 
believed  the  improvement  proposed  lo  be  carried 
into  eflfect  was  of  great  importance,  as  well  to  the  , 
United  Slates  as  to  Ihe  Territory  nf  Wisconsin. 
Both  would  be  benefited  by  it;  and  there  woold  ' 
be  no  los^i  occasioned  by  it  to  the  public  Treas- 
ury; on  }]\e  contrary  there  would  be  a  gain.  For 
all  these  reasons,  being  deeply  interested  in  the 

rterformance  of  the  work,  he  would  object  to 
aying  it  again  on  the  table,  unless  his  friend  from 
Ohio  [Mr.  Allen]  fell  disposed  to  call  it  up  to- 
morrow morning. 

Mr.  ALLEN  observed  that  he  would  state  the 
object  of  his  molioni  It  was  to  enable  him  to 
uiiderstand  what  the  terms  nf  the  bill  were,  add 
not  for  the  purpose  nf  delaying  it.  He  was  not 
aware  how  ite  should  vote  upon* this  subject,  and 
could  not  l>e  nware  until  he  anw  precisely  the 
form  which  it  had  assumed.  Wiih  regard  to 
calling  it  up,  that  would  not  properly  be  bis  prov- 
ince. It  should  be  done  by  some  gentleman  a 
member  of  the  committee.  When  the  motion  to 
call  it  up  should  be  made,  he  Would  most  cheer- 
fully acquiesce  in  it. 

Mr» TAPPAN  said  he  had  prepar»?d  an  amend- 
ment, which  ho  would  submit,  sliould  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  Senator  from  North  Caro- 
lina fail.  It  was  read,  as  follows:  • 
Tliat  the  Inni)  hpn>hy  appropriated  elialt  not  be  Ineladcd 
in  tlinquaiiUiy  oi  land  lowliieh  WI«^oni.iii  trill  beeniliM 
nndcr  Uie  ciglit  •ceiinn  or  ihe  an  ol'  ijcpti-mbrr  4, 1841, 
entitled  •'  An  not  lo  appropriate  Ihe  procned^*  of  the  «»!« 
of  the  pnlilic  laitdii,  and  lo  grant  preemption  riglilit,"  when 
the  said  Tcirilory  vliali  form  n  Stale  gftvcniment,  tn  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
till  to-morrow,  and  be  printed,  with  the  amend- 
ments adopted  and  the  amendments  proposed. 

GOVERNMENT  CONTRACTORS. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  lo  aflford  relief  to  certain  contractors  with  th« 
Government. 

Mr.  BAYARD  said,  when  the  bill  waa  last  be-* 
fore  the  Senate,  he  had  proposed  several  amend- 
ments to  it;  he  wished  to  withdrew  those,  and 
substitute  the  following  as  an  additional  section: 

See.  7.  .f iid  6<  it  further  mactei.  That  ih^  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  be,  and  he  Is  hereby,  aoQiorized  lo  extend  the  lioie 
for  iterfurmiiic  a  certain  coniraet  within  tbe  liOili  day  of 
July,  1843,  with  Uit;  Trcdagar  [roii  Company  of  Richrooiul, 
in  llie  State  of  Virginia,  for  furnishing  nnp  hundred  tbirly- 
two  pnander  cannon,  wiih  one  hundred  »olid  xbot  to  each, 
npon  sacb  terau  as  be  sboll  deem  eqailsNs  and  jwM,  in  kis 
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opialoii,  if  the  nine  cui  lie  done  wHkiNit  Infatj  or  Ineon- 
voniawM  to  dw  publio  latereet. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  rose  to  express  the  anxiety 
he  felt,  that  the  Senate  should  understand  pre- 
cisely what  they  were  about  to  vote  for.  Certain 
persons  having  existing;  contracts  with  the  Uni- 
ted States  for  ftimishing  the  Nary  with  guns, 
animaniilon,proTisions,  and  erery  other  article 
reijaired  by  law,  had  failed  to  comply  with  the 
agreement  made  between  them  and  the  Qorem- 
ment.  The  failure  had  oririnated  in  their  attempt 
to  meet  the  agreement  witnin  the  time  specified 
in  the  contract.  This  was  the  fact  upon  wiiieh 
they  had  based  an  application  to  the  Senate, 
which  applic<lion  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs.  It  was  an  appeal  praying  that 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  might  be  allowed  to 
extend  the  time  allotted  them  for  the  fulfillment 
of  their  contract,  and  thereby,  in  substance  and 
effect,  to  renew  the  existing  contract.  The  See- 
retarv  of  the  Nary  had  reported  to  the  Senate 
that  he  did  not  consider  that  question  within  his 
jurisdiction;  thai,  by  a  law,  passed  in  1843,  for 
the  purpose  of  regulating  that  Department,  he 
wras  forbidden  to  renew  enatraots  with  any  per- 
son whatever,  for  furnishing  anything  to  the 
Mavy,  except  such  articles  u  were  prescribed 
by  law.  Tne  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  di- 
rected a  bill  to  be  reported,  conferring  tlie  power 
to  renew  all  Navy  contracts  upon  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  provided  that  he  should  not  exer- 
cise it  in  any  instance  except  where  he  was  sat- 
isfied that  it  could  be  done  to  the  interest  and 
benefit  of  the  United  Slates.  This  was  to  afifbrd 
the  Goveramest  the  protection  aad  guard  to  be 
derived  from  having  an  honest  officer  at  the  bead 
of  the  Navy  Department,  who,  so  fhr  as  the  in- 
dividual judgment  and  discretion  of  one  man 
went,  would  secure  the  Government  against  the 
plundering  schemes  of  companies  or  individuals. 
He  meant  no  personal  allusion  bjr  this  remark. 
It  was  a  general  principle. 

The  committee  directed  a  general  law  to  be  re- 
ported, the  effect  of  which  was  to  renew  contracts 
wrhich  had  expired.  To  secure  the  United  States 
•goinsi  tb«  charfs  it  favoritism  and  partiality  on 
the  port  of  the  Secretary  himself  and  to  threw 
■orae  guard  aroaad  thw  executive  patronage, 
the  provision  was  directed  to  b«  incorporated  in 
the  kill,  declaring  that,  notwithstanding  what  his 
individual  opinions  might  be,  if  other  contracts 
had  been  entered  into  by  other  persona  to  furoish 
the  saroe  artictes,  and  the  same  material,  at  the 
■ome  price,  the  old  contractor  should  not  be  al- 
lowed a  renewal  of  his  eootract,  unless  ha  should 
agree  to  reduce  bis  price  down  to  that  at  which 
other  eontraols  had  since  been  entered  into.  Was 
there  anything  in  the  worid  mors  ei^uitable  than 
this?  No  legislative  body  bad  a  right  to  talcs 
pobUcmoneyandBoakedonatioasofit.  Congresa 
nad  neither  the  right  nor  power,  morally  speak- 
ing, to  extend  an  existing  contract,  when  another 
jnaividual,  ander  the  present  law,  offered  to  furn- 
ish the  same  thing  at  thirty-three  and  one  third 
per  eenl.  lesa  money.  Was  it  not  enough — was 
U  not  a  little  more  than  enough — that  the  old  con- 
traitors  shonld  have  their  eontraels  renewed,  and 
(hereby  secure  to  themselves  the  additional  ten 
per  cent,  to  which  they  would  be  entitled ,  with- 
•ot  asking  thirty-three  and  one  third  per  cent. 
more  than  other  eontraetofs  f  He  though  t  it  woa ; 
and  yet  what  was  the  proposition  of  the  Senator 
from  Delaware,  [Mr.  Batasd?]  It  was  toaffbrd 
relief  to  individuals,  without  bettering  the  Gov- 
ernment; it  was,  that  a  certain  contpany  in  Rii^- 
mond,  who  had  contracted  to  furnish  guns  to  tie 
Govenuaent  at  ^33  33;  per  ton,  should  be  al- 
lowed by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  renew  that 
contract;  and  the  (acta  of  the  cose  were  thesei 
That  company  had  agreed  to  furnish  guns  at 
f  133  33}  per  ton;  since  that  contract  Whs  made, 
another  contract  was  entered  into  by  the  Depart- 
ment, by  which  guns  were  to  be  furnished  at  flOO 
per  ton. 

'  Now,  it  was  proposed  to  make  an  extension  in 
favor  of  the  Richmond  company,  to  the  prejudice 
of  all  others,  and  give  them  thirty-three  and  one 
tliird  per  cent,  more  than  waagiven  to  other  con- 
traetora,  besides  paying  them  the  ten  per  cent, 
withheld  until  the  contract  had  been  fulfilled. 
What  was  this  batan  unqualified  and  unmitigated 
donation?  He  knew  it  had  been  said,  and  would 
be  said  again,  that  it  was  the  wont  possible  pol- 
icy in  the  Government  to  enter  into  couiraeM  with 


the  lowest  bidder,  for  articles  of  this  description. 
I  If  so,  the  law  passed  in  1843  should  be  repealed. 
It  was  useless  to  make  exceptions  of  particular 
cases.  If  the  policy  was  bad,  the  law  should  be 
repealed;  but,  when  that  question  came  op,  there 
would  probably  be  a  division  of  opinion  upon  it. 
Why  could  not  cannon  be  furnished,  except  by 
a  eertun  contractor;  because  thev  were  required 
to  be  made  of  a  particular  sort  of  metal  ?  Could 
net  a  contract  made  with  the  lowest  bidder  be 
done  in  this  way?  Could  not  the  terms  be  stated 
— the  material  agreed  upon  i  And  could  not  this 
contract  be  as  binding  as  if  it  were  made  at  the 
table  of  the  Secretary?  Unquestionably  it  could. 
The  argument  against  making  cheap  contracts 
proved  nothing  at  all.  It  was  an  argument  against 
the  existing  laws  of  the  country;  and  the  objec- 
tions urged  did  not  furnish  a  sufficient  reason  why 
the  Senate  should  advance  thirty-three  and  one 
third  per  cent,  to  any  company — for  it  advanced 
that  when  it  reestablished  the  contract.  He  trusted 
he  had  been  Enabled  to  speak  on  this  subject  un- 
derstandingly;  and  he  would  conclude  by  repeat-' 
ing,  that  if  the  Senate  passed  this  amendment,  it 
was  saying,  in  substance,  that  all  the  contractors 
in  the  United  States,  who  Had  an  existing  con- 
tract, should  not  have  a  renewal  of  it,  notwith- 
standing they  were  willing  to  execute  itat  slower 
price  than  that  paid  the  company  in  Richmond. 

Mr.  BAYARD  said  this  bill  was  introduced  in 
response  to  many  petitions  received  on  the  sub- 
ject, to  the  statements  contained  in  which  was 
given  every  consideration.  The  general  terms  of 
the  biH  were  deliberately  discussed,  and  its  va- 
rious provisions  drawn  up  with  care  and  atten- 
tion. However,  in  looking  more  earefiilly  to 
those  prorisions,  and  to  the  effect  they  would 
have  on  the  petitioners,  it  was  fbund  necessary 
to  add  the  amendment.  The  partiea  seeking  re- 
lief entered  into  a  eontrael  with  the  Government 
to  supply  one  hundred  cannon,  with  one  hundred 
baHs  for  each,  at  the  rate  of  $133  per  ton.  They 
proceeded  so  fltr  as  to  supply  sixty  guns  out  of 
the  hundred,  which,  after  standing  every  test 
and  trial,  were  received  and  paid  for;  but  with 
the  remaining  forty  guns  the  contrectora  were  not 
so  snoeessfar;  for,  on  trial,  those  guns,  or  a  suf- 
ficient number  of  t^em  to  annul  the  contract, 
burst.  The  makere  oould  in  no  way  account  for 
this  misfortune — the  materials  and  process  of 
manufacture  being  in  every  respect  the  same  as 
those  of  the  first  sixty— except  by  attributing  it 
to  some  hidden  defect  mtheirnimace;  and  relymg 
then  on  the  general  usage,  which  wwt  to  extend, 
on  sufficient  reason  shown,  the  time  for  fulfilling 
such  agreements;  and  fVom  an  anxiety  on  their 
^t  Btriietty  to  keep  ap  their  contract,  they'd* term- 
ined,  at  a  very  heavy  expense  and  inconvenience, 
to  pull  down  their  furnace,  and  construct  it  anew. 
During  the  performance  of  this  work,  the  act 
passed  which  took  sway  from  the  executive  o^ 
ncer  the  power  of  extending  contracts  in  any 
case;  and  hence  the  necessity  for  introducing  the 
section  under  discussion.  The  act  of  1843  ren- 
dering it  imperative  to  accept  the  lowest  contract, 
was  not  as  yet  productive,  in  the  article  of  can- 
non, of  any  service.  Under  ittwo  contracts  were 
entered  into;  neither  of  which  has  bsen,  or  ever 
will  be  fulfilled.  The  very  factof  the  lowest  bid- 
der being  tlie  successful  applicant  for  the  work 
brought  forth,  as  proposera,  casters  and  dealcre 
in  pot  metal  and  stove  iron.  The  firat  contract 
under  this  law  was  entered  into  with  a  Mr.  Page, 
who  was  to  receive  ninety-five  dollara  per  ton. 
But  what  was  the  result?  Every  gun  made  by 
him  exploded  on  the  firat  trial. 

The  second  contract  was  with  the  Stirling 
Foundery  Company  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  who 
agreed  to  supply  guns — one  description  at  |100 
per  ton,  another  description  at  (110  per  ton;  but 
this  company  found  out  its  mistake,  and  has  not 
supplied  one  gun  fVom  the  date  of  contract  to  the 
pjresent  day.  It  was  the  opinion  of  gentlemen 
connected  with  the  department,  that,  in  the  pres- 
ent slate  of  the  markets,  guns  might  be  obtained 
for  a  less  sum  than  (133  per  ton — perhaps  for 
$120  per  ton.  With  this  opinion  he  did  not  differ; 
neither  was  it  proposed  to  go  to  $133  per  ton  by 
the  clause  in  question,  the  whoh)  matter  being 
left  to  the  sound  discretion  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
NavT.  He  felt  confident  that  although,  in  such 
articles  as  timber,  provisions,  and  othera  of  fluc- 
tuating value,  it  was  the  better  plan  to  take  the 
lowest  bidder — in  cannon  it  woa  quite  the  con- 


trary. The  claim  of  the  petitioners  aroae  firom 
the  dependence  on  a  former  usage,  which  was 
only  done  away  with  by  a  law  passed  while  they 
were  hurrying  with  preparations  to  fulfill  their 
agreement.  TTiey  incurred  a  very  heavy  expense 
in  those  endeavors;  and,  as  the  amendment  leaves 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  the  power  of  re- 
newing or  extending  their  contract  on  equitaMo 
terms,  he,  it  was  to  oe  snpnosed,  would  do  noth- 
ing in  the  matter  that  would  be  injurietis  to  tho 
interests  of  the  ceantry. 

Mr.  KING  was  understood  not  to  ob,^et  wholly 
to  the  bill;  but  he  was  not  prepared  to  delegate  la 
any  officeref  the  Government  the  power  in  teadetl 
by  this  amendment  to  be  given  to  the  Seeretarjr 
of  the  Navy.  He  suggested  to  the  honorable 
Senator  who  had  charge  of  the  bill  on  aheretion 
in  the  second  seetion,  which  he  thought  weuM 
remove  the  invidious  distinction  of  the  proposed 
amendment  being  framed  for  the  particnnr  bene#l 
of  a  favorite  company. 

Mr.  BAYARD  concurred  with  the  views  taken 
by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Alabama,  but 
thought  the  alteration  suggested  would  leave  an 
opening  for  claims  fIrom  other  centraetera,  which 
it  was  necessary  to  guard  against.  The  other 
objections  of  the  honorable  Senator,  he  would 
perhaps  obviate  in  another  bill.  The amendynent 
in  question -was  trifling,  and  could  not  exceed,  at 
the  outside,  $1,500.  He  hoped  the  amendment 
would  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  was,  firom  experienee,  eon- 
vinced  of  the  necessity  of  ming  the  greatest  care 
in  all  contracts  of  the  kind.  Im  knew  something 
of  testa — the  tests  of  anchora,  chain-cables,  can- 
nons, and  cordage;  and  considered  it  essential  te 
know  the  nature  of  the  material,  as  welt  as  the 
process'  of  manufacture.  He  did  not  apprev«  of 
the  policy  of  giving  contracts  to  the  lowest  bid- 
den, unless  aecampanied  by  a  special  prerision 
for  the  inspection  of  a  .compeleal  officer,  who 
should, on  the  spot,  examine  and  report  not  only 
on  the  material,  but  on  every  process  it  went 
through  until  finished.  He  hoped  the  amend- 
ment would  be  adopted.  There  mast  be  a  chan- 
cery power  somewhere  to  readier  a  relief  in  such 
cases.  It  was  a  proper  case  for  the  interposition 
of  a  court  of  chahcerv,  if  the  Government  oeuld 
be  sued,  and  it  eouiti  be  best  exereised  by  the 
Department  making  the  contract.  When  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy,  he  had  found  so  much  difiScultv 
with  the  contracts  for  cordage,  Ac,  that  he  had 
recommended  that  the  Government  make  its  own 
cordage,  which  was  now  done  to  a  great  extent. 
Without  some  discretionary  power  in  the  hands 
of  the  Department  as  to  the  contracts  for  cannon^ 
it  would  be  necessary  to  resort  to  the  establish- 
ment of  a  national  foundery.  Our  minds  might  be 
somewhat  swayed  by  a  recent  mournful  occur- 
rence, but  there  was  no  doubt  that  there  was  great 
difficulty  attending  the  contract  system. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  did  net  rise  to  discuss  the 
titility  or  inntiliiy  of  a  national  foundery,  or  the 
advantages  or  disadvantages  to  bedenved  from 
a  navnl  school;  but  to  discuss  and  keep  before 
the  Senate  the  question  whether  an  executive  offi- 
cer— so  made  by  the  laws  of  the  country— should 
have  the  absolute  power  to  alter  or  change  these 
laws  at  his  wilt  or  pleasure.  If  80,hewaukl  say, 
for  God's  sake  talk  no  more  of  patronage!  Let 
the  proposed  course  be  adopted, and  the  law  would 
be  soon  nibbled  away.  Tredegar  foundery  would 
find  one  hole,  and  would  be  followed  by  othera, 
until  not  a  shadow  vrould  be  left.  He  aigueil 
there  would  be  no  knowing  what  was  law,  or 
what  was  not  law,  if  every  act  passed  was  to  be 
thus  virtually  repealed  foir  the  benefit  of  some 
aggrieved  contractor.  If,  after  payinea  high  duty 
on  iron  to  prsvent.the  importation  of  foreign  ma- 
terial, the  country  was  to  be  called  on  to  pay  a 
bonus  to  a  foundery  company,  because  that  com- 
pany did  not  fulfill  its  contract,  why  then  it  would 
be  better  to  import  cannon  at  once.  He  knew  of 
no  hardship  in  the  case,  fortherthan  it  prevented 
a  man  from  plunging  his  hand  into  tlte  pablic 

Eurse;  and  who  grounded  his  right  to  do  so, 
ecauae,'if  he  made  the  attempt  twelve  montha 
before,  he  would  not  have  been  stopped. 

Mr.  RIVES  argued  that,  in  equity , the  petition- 
era  were  entitled  to  what  ihey.now  sougnt,  from 
the  fact  of  the  sixty  euns  having  stood  the  usual 
test  ordered  by  the  Department;  which  was,  that 
if,  on  fint  trial,  one  fourth  of  the  guns  tried  did 
not  bum,  the  remainder  should  b«  received  and 
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paid  for.  On  the  first  trial  of  those  guns,  not  one 
tenth  of  them  burst;  and  it  was  not  until  the  third 
trial — a  precaution  taken  in  no  case  before — that  a 
sufficient  number  burst  to  enable  the  Executive 
to  reject  the  remainder.  On  these  grounds  he 
thought  the  petitioners  entitled  to  remuneration. 
He  dwelt  on  the  quality  of  the  metal  used  at  the 
Tredegar  founderjr,  which  he  said  could  not  be 
equaled  in  the  United  States. 

Mr.  PBARCE  spoke  from  a  knowledge  of  the 
facts  connected  with  the  contract  of  Mr.  Pace — 
who  agreed  to  supply  cannon  at  nine-five  dollars 
per  ton.  Thatesntleman  thought  that  pig-iron 
which  he  purchased  for  twenty  dollars  per  ton 
would  be  fully  food  enough  for  casting  cannon; 
whereas  suitable  metal  could  not  be  had  under 
double  the  price;  hence  his  failure.  Every  gun 
of  his  burst;  and  he  could  assure  the  Senate  that 
Mr.  Page  had  no  wish  to  enter  into  a  fresh,  or 
r«new  his  old  contract.  Mr.  P.  agreed  with  the 
suggestion  of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Ala- 
bama, [Mr.  King;]  and  if  a  distinct  proposition 
to  that  effect  was  made  by  him,  he  would  sup- 
port it. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  had  listened  with  attention  to 
the  debate  on  this  subject,  but  felt  some  difficulty 
about  voting  on  the  amendment,  because,  as  he 
understood  the  matter,  this  was  intended  to  be  a 
general  law,  from  the  effects  of  which  one  con- 
tractor was  to  be  excepted. 

Mr.  BAYARD  observed  it  was  a  private,  more 
than  a  general  law;  but  it  referred  to  certain  con- 
tractors. It  was  not  a  general  law,  affecting  the 
whole  community. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  supposed,  then,  that  it  was  a 
modification  of  a  general  law  already  existing; 
and  exceptions  were  to  be  made  in  favor  of  par- 
ticular contractors.  It  appeared,  however,  that 
there  were  other  contractors  at  lower  prices,  the 
exception  being  in  favor  of  one  at  the  highest 
price.  The  application  of  this  rule  would  be  un- 
equal. Suppose  no  exception  were  made:  would 
not  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  advertise  for  new 

Sroposals,  leaving  the  whole  open  for  bids,  the 
Richmond  foundery  included  ?  He  had  not  yet 
heard  anything  to  justify  (lie  exception  of  this 
company  from  the  general  law. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered,  and  resulted — yeas  19,  nays 
17;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Menra.  Barrow,  Bates,  Btyud,  Clayton,  Evam, 
Francl*,  Jamagin^  Jolinenn,  Mangum.  Miller,  Montbead, 
Fearce,  Phelps,  Porter,  Kive<,Tallniad(C,  tJptnm,  Walker, 
and  VVnndbury— 19. 

NAYB— Mesara.  Alleo,  Atchison,  Ba(by,  Breme,  Bu- 
chanan, Colquiu,  Fairfield,  Hannenn,  Haywood,  Hender- 
son, King,  McDuffie,  Semple,  Sevier,  Slurgeou,  Tappoa, 
and  Wrtfbl— 17. 

So  Mr.  BjLTAJtD's  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  PEARCE  moved  to  strike  out  the  Utter 
part  of  the  third  section. 

The  third  section  provides  that  where,  by  ex- 
isting contracts  at  higher  prices  than  articles  can 
be  procured  for,  the  contractors  apply  for  indul- 
gence, it  shall  not  be  granted,  unless  the  Secre- 
tary i  believes  it  to  be  for  the  advantage  of  the 
Government,  and  the  contractor  agrees  to  an 
abatement  (o  the  rates  offered  at  the  time  of  ask- 
ing indulgence,  [the  price  in  such  new  agreement 
never  to  exceed  the  lowest  of  those  agreed  to  be 
paid  by  the  Department  on  contracts  made  since 
the  apptipant's  original  contract.] 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Pbakce  was  to  strike  out 
the  part  in  brackets. 

On  (his  motion  Mr.  HAYWOOD  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and  being 
taken,  resulted — yeas  23,  nays  13;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Meaois.  Barrow,  Batea,  Bayard,  Cboate.Ulayton, 
Evana,  Fnincia,  Hannegan,  Henderaon,  Jolioaon,  King, 
McDuffie,  Miller,  Pearce,  Pbeipe,  Porter,  Rivea.  Sturgeon, 
Tallmadge,  Upbam,  Walker,  White,  and  Woodbury— 33. 

NAYS— Meaan.  Allen,  Aielriaon,  Bagby,  Breeae,  Bs- 
chsnos,  Colquitt,  Fairfield,  Haywood,  MaJiguBi,  Semple, 
Sevier,  Tappan,  and  Wright— 13. 

So  the  amendment  was  adopted. 

No  other  amendment  being  offered,  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  Calendar  was  then  called  over,  and  several 
bills  were  passed  by  informally,  till  Senate  bill 
Mo.  7  was  placed  under  consideration,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

It  was  entitled  "  A  bill  in  relation  to  the  office 
of  surveyor  general  for  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indi- 
ana, and  Michigan." 

Mr.  PORTER,  who  bad  introduced  this  bill 


moved  to  fill  the  blank  in  the  fiAh  line  with  the 
words  "  1st  of  September,"  and  to  strike  out  the 
word  "  five,"  and  insert  "  four,"  in  the  sixth 
line. 

These, amendments  were  adopted;  and  the  bill 
was  reported  back  to  the  Senate — the  question 
being  on  concurring  in  those  amendments. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  wished  to  have  some  informa- 
tion as  to  the  necessity  for  moving  the  office  of 
surveyor  general  of  the  land  district  from  Cin- 
cinnati, where  now  located ,  to  Detroit ,  an  extreme 
point. 

Mr.  PORTER  explained  that  this  was  the  only 
land  district  of  the  West  that  consisted  of  three 
States.  In  one  of  those  States  (Ohio)  there  were 
now  but  one  hundred  thousand  acres  of  public 
lands  to  be  surveyed;  in  another  (Indiana)  there 
were  butfour  hundred  and  fifty  thousand;  where- 
as, in  Michigan,  there  wece  between  fifteen  and 
sixteen  million  acres  unsurveyed.  He  conceived 
it  manifest  that  the  surveyor  general 's  office  ought 
to  be  near  the  great  body  of  land  to  which  the 
^office  bore  relation. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  thought  the  duty  of  the  office, 
so  far  as  Michigan  was  concerned,  being  to  make 
contracts  with  the  surveyors,  that  could  be  done 
in  Cincinnati  as  well  as  in  Detroit.  It  was  the 
only  duty  of  the  office  important  to  the  people 
awaiting  the  survey  of  the  lands  in  Miciiigan; 
l^ut  in  Ohio  there  was  another  duty  of  greater 
importance  why  it  should  remain  in  Cincinnati. 
The  largest  population  of  the  district  was  in  that 
portion  of  it,  and  their  interests  were  concerned 
in  the  records  of  the  office,  to  which  they  should 
have  easy  access. 

Mr.  PORTER  pointed  out  many  inconveni- 
ences resulting  from  having  the  office  so  far  from 
the  main  body  of  lands  to  be  surveyed. 

The  subject  was  further  debaieii  by  Messrs. 
ALLEN,  PORTER,  and  WHITE,  until,  it  be- 
ing evident  (at  the  usual  hour  of  adjournment) 
that  discussion  would  be  protracted, 

Mr.  PHELPS  moved  that  the  Senate  adjourn. 

Before  putting  the  question, 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  communication  from  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, in  obedience  to  the  acts  respecting 
public  contracts,  transmitting  a  statement  of  the 
contracts  made  by  the  Department,  in  the  year 
1843,  in  relation  to  light-houses.  It  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

TvKSDAT,  March  5, 1844. 

The  Jonrnal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved.* 

REPORT  ON  THE  RULES. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  desired  to  call  up  the 
motion  for  reconsideration  of  the  vole  by  which 
toe  report  of  the  committee  on  rules  was  laid 
upon  the  table. 

The  SPEAKER  said  he  was  not  aware  that 
there  was  any  motion  for  reconsideration  pend- 
ing. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  it  would  be  found,  by  refer- 
ence to  the  Journal,  that  a  motion  to  reconsider 
had  been  made,  ami  that  motion  was  laid  upon 
the  table;  and  it  was  that  motion  .which  he  now 
desired  to  call  up. 

The  SPEAKER  remarked  that  the  propolition 
could  not  now  be  called  up,  out  of  its  order,  ex- 
cept by  a  vote  of  two  thirds. 

Mr.  ADAMS  asked  if  it  was  not  a  privileged 
question;  and  if,  being  a  privileged  question,  by 
being  laid  upon  the  table,  it  lost  its  privileged 
character. 

The  SPEAKER  aaid  that  the  motion  having 
been  laid  upon  the  table,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Chair,  it  now  stood  as  being  disposed  of,  and 
could  only  be  reached  as  all  otner  subjects  were — 
in  the  ordinary  course  of  business. 

Mr.  ADA\1S  then  aaked  that  the  motion,  of 
which  he  had  given  notice — that  the  rule  which 
requires  a  vote  of  two  thirds  to  take  up  a  subject 
for  consideration  be  rescinded — be  taken  up  for 
consideration.  Though  he  by  no  means  admitted 
that  the  dicision  of  the  Speaker  was  correct — that 
the  motion  for  reconsideration  lost  its  privileged 
character  by  being  laid  upon  the  table — yet,  as  he 
had  so  decided,  he  would  yield  to  the  decision. 
He  did  not  think  that  the  Speaker  could  produce 
any  precedent  to  sustain  his  decision,  because  it 


would  give  an  opportunity,  at  all  tines,  to  a  bare 
majority,  to  take  away  its  privileged  character 
from  anyprivileged  question. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  inquired  if  the  gentleman 
had  taken  an  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the 
Speaker?  because,  otherwise,  the  subject,  be  be- 
lieved, was  not  susceptible  of  debate. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  lie  would  now  make  the  mo- 
tion (of  which  he  had  given  notice)  to  rescind  the 
rule  which  requires  a  vole  of  two  thirds  to  take 
up  a  subject  for  consideration. 

TheSPEAKERremarked  that  the  rule  to  which 
the  gentleman  referred  could  only  be  rescinded 
upon  a  motion  introduced  in  pursuance  of  notice 
of  motion,  for  a  change  of  the  rules,  previously 
given. 

Mr.  ADAMS.    I  gave  such.ntotice. 

The  SPEAKER  remarked  that  the  notice  was 
not  given  at  a  time  when  it  could  be  received, 
and  It  had  not,  therefore,  been  entered  upon  the 
Journal. 

Mr.  WELLER  called  for  the  orders  of  the 
day. 

Mr.  AD4MS  inquired  of  the  Chair  when  it 
would  be  in  order  to  give  the  notice,  or  to  make 
the  motion.' 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  the  proper  time 
would  be  when  resolutions  were  called  for. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  That  is  what  the  Chair  now 
stales. 

The  SPEAKEI(.  It  is  what  he  stated  at  lh« 
time  the  gentleman  offered  to  give  his  notice. 

Mr.  WELLER  repeated  the  call  for  ihe orders 
of  the  day. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REPBRRED. 

Mr.  POTTER,  of  Ohio,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  withdraw  from  the  files  of  the  House  the 

Eapers  and  documents  of  the  heirs  of  John  Wil- 
inson,  asking  remuneration  for  losses  in  the  late 
war  with  Great  Britain;  and  also,  the  papers  and 
documents  of  Conrad  House,  for  a  like  claim; 
which,  together  with  additional  evidence,  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

OFFICERS  OP  THE  HOUSE. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  consideiation 
of  the  first  business  in  order,  being  the  resolutioDS 
reported  from  the  Committee  of  Acoounts  respect- 
ing the  officers  of  the  House. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  moved  to  amend  the  resolu- 
tions so  aa  to  prevent  the  officers  of  tb«  House 
from  requiring  the  pages  to  work  after  the  ad- 
journment ea«h  day.  They  were  the  only  pet- 
sons  in  the  employment  of  the  House  who  were 
required  to  work  night  and  day.  They  had  cat 
oflr,  and  very  properly,  a  heavy  extra  compensa- 
tion, formerly  paid  to  these  boys  at  the  end  of 
each  session  of  Congress.  Their  pay,  as  h  stood, 
was  enough ;  but  he  did  not  think  that  they  ought 
to  be  made  to  work  while  others  were  enjoyuig 
their  rest. 

Mr.  HALE  said  he  was  opposed  to  the  whole 
report,  not  because  be  was  not  in  favor  of  re- 
trenchment, for  he  was  in  favor  of  it;  but  he  was 
opposed  to  beginning  the  work  of  retrenchment 
with  such  small  matters  as  this,  when  they  bad 
instances  enough  of  the  waste  of  money  by  (Bil- 
lions. He  was  opposed  to  commencing  a  pilifal 
warfare  upon  these  poor  little  boys.  With  all  lua 
deference  to  the  committee, he  thought  it  waste* 
small  a  business.  He  moved  that  the  report  be 
laid  upon  the  table. 

Upon  this  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  or- 
dered; and,  being  taken,  resulted— yeas  75, nays 
9^  as  follows: 

YEAS— Meaara.  Adama,  Barnard,  Belaer,  B«wer,Bawlin, 
Boyd,  Williaia  J.  Brown,  BuOlBglon,  OanMrixU.  Votlm, 
(;iiBppell,Cliilion,CliBCb,Clingnian,Cobb,CallaoierX'nn- 
aton.Cullom.GarrpU  Dnvia,  John  W.  Davis,  Deberry,  Dellel, 
Dickey,  Dillinghaoi,  Oromgnnle,  Elmer,  Fiali,  Foster,  OH- 
dings,  Willis  Green,  Grinnell,  Hale,  Harataon,  Hsidia, 
Harper,  Hopkins,  Hobbell,  Hudaoo,  Bughes,  Jaaieaoa, 
Jcnka,  John  P.  Kennedy,  Labraiiclie,  Leonard,  Lnnipkin, 
McConnPlI,  Mcllvaine,  Moore,  Edward  J.  Morris,  Mooeley, 
Newton,  Peiut,  EHslia  R.  Poller,  Prealoa,  Charlea  M.  Beed, 
Riiler,  Roberta,  Rogers,  Sample,  Sehenek,  Tliooiaa  H.  Sey 
mour,  Albert  SnlUi,  Tbomaa  Sioilb,  Stavena,  Andrew 
Stewart,  John  Stewart,Stilea,Sttmmera,Sykes,TlMautsaan, 
Tibbaiis,  Tyler,  Wbeaton,  White,  Wlntlirop,  and  Joiepii 
A.  Wrighi— 75. 

NAYS— Meaan.  Abbott,  Anderson,  Ashe,  Baker,  Bar- 
ringer,  Benton,  Blackwell,  Bossier,  Jacob  Brlnkefliaa', 
Akron  V.  Urowii,  Milton  Brown,  Burke,  Burt,  l^ldwell, 
I'Ury,  Cnrroll.  Causin,  Beubcn  Chspnian,  Clinton,  Cieoa, 
Dana.  Richard  D.  Uaris,  Dean,  Oickhison,  Danean,  ttanlap, 
Ellis,  Fnrlee,  Fool,  French,  Byram  Green,  Grider,  Hamlin, 
Henley,  Herrick,  Huge,  Hnusinn,  Hubard,  Bangerfiird, 
WasbiugUMi  Uunt,  James  B.  Hunt,  Cbarlcs  J.  Ii«tfBnU, 
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Jn«rph  n.  IngTrall,  Care  Jolmson,  Pcrley  B.  Johnmn, 
Georfo  W.  Jnnes.  Andrew  Kpiincrty,  Prexlnn  KiD)!,  DnnU'l 
P.  Kinp.  l.ewi?,  Lucaii,  Lynn,  McOjmnlf'n.  Mnclay,  Mc- 
Clelland. MeCleraanil,  McUtiwelt,  McKay,  Morse.  Murphy, 
Ni^*,  Norris,  Owen,  Pnrn'(rnl<  r,  Pfiyne,  Peyton,  Enlerv  I). 
Poller,  Prilt,  Piirdy,  Ralhbiin,  Rnyncr,  D«viit  S.  Bcid,  fled 
jnc,  fb'lfe,  Robinifon.  Rockwell,  Rodney,  RumcII,  St.  John, 
Scnter,  Severance,  David  L.  Seymour,  Simons,  SiiiiiMOii, 
John  T.  Suiilli,  Bnberi  Suiith,  Stoenrod,  Stctiion,  Stone, 
Taylor,  Tlioinpnon,  Tilden,  Tuclier,Vance,Vliilaa,Weller, 
Wenttvortli,  Willianu,  and  Woodward— 99. 

Mr.  SAMPLE  submitted  an  Amendment,  alrik- 
ing  out  the  Ual  resolution,  which  provides  that 
no  pages  under  twelve  years  of  age  should  be 
employed.  He  considered  the  pages  under  twelve 
years  oT  age  to  be  the  best  pages  in  the  House. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  withdrew  his  amendment. 

Mr.  McOO\YELL  wished  to  remark  to  the 
gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  that  he  was 
itiislaken  entirely  as  to  the  motives  which  gov- 
erned the  committee  in  making  this  report.  We 
did  not  design  it  a*  a  matter  of  retrenchment,  be- 
cause, under  the  arrangement  proposed,  the  ex- 
pense will  be  precisely  what  it  is  now;  the  object 
IS  to  make  the  corps,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Doorkeeper,  more  efficient  and  useful.  He  was 
the  last  man  in  the  House  to  make  war  on  the 
boys,  as  the  gendeman  from  New  Hampshire 
expressed  it,  and  felt  no  disposition  to  lake  a  dol- 
lar from  *their  pockets;  but  he  wished  to  make 
them  more  efficient,  and  to  give  them  a  compen- 
sation commensurate  with  the  value  of  their  ser- 
Tices.  The  Doorkeeper  desired  the  amendment, 
and  he  thought  it  a  proper  one,  or  he  would  not 
have  proposed  it.  He  believed  |I  50  per  day  to 
be  a  fair  compensation  for  a  boy  twelve  or  four- 
teen years  of  age,  and  he  thought  none  under  tliat 
age  competent  to  perform  the  duties  rcquiretl  of 
the  pages.  In  the  country  he  came  from,  $1  50 
per  day  would  be  considered  a  fair  compensation 
for  grown  men  employed  in  making  rails.  He 
boped  that  the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire, 
before  he  made  another  such  attack  on  a  commit- 
tee of  the  House,  would  ascertain  to  a  certainty 
that  they  were  disposed  to  make  war  on  the 
little  boys,  or  on  anybody,  fur  purposes  of  econ- 
omy. The  gentleman  was  the  last  man  in  the 
House  be  expected  such  charges  to  come  from; 
because  he  bad,  on  all  occasions, opposed  appro- 
priations for  the  benefit  of  the  widow  and  orphan. 
He  was  glad  now  to  find  the  sympathies  of  the 
gentleman  awakened  to  the  claims  of  this  descrip- 
tion of  persons,  and  hoped  when  they  again  come  | 
before  ibis  House  to  find  him  giving  them  bis 
•opport. 

Mr.  MOORE  did  not  wish  to  consume  the  time 
of  the  House  in  discussing  the  subject  of  re- 
trenchment and  economy,  but  he  desired  to  show 
tbe  injustice  and  inconsistency  of  the  report  and 
resolutions  under  consideration.  The  proposi- 
tion was  to  add  one  fourth  to  the  labor  of  these 
boys,  and  to  take  away  one  fourth  of  their  com- 
pensation— being  equivalent  to  a  reduction  of  one 
naif — while  the  wages  of  the  messengers  and 
folders,  doing  less  duty,  wiis  to  be  increased. 
Tbe  gentleman  said  that  ^I  50  would  be  a  fair 
compensation  for  the  boys,  while  he  proposed  to 
give  |S  SO,  for  the  same  labor,  to  the  folders. 
Why,  be  would  ask,  would  not  a  fair  compensa- 
tion for  the  one  be  a  fair  compensation  for  the 
other?  He  looked  upon  the  injustice  of  the  prop- 
osition to  be  only  equaled  by  us  inconsistency. 

Mr.  STEENROD  opposed  the  reduction  of  the 
pages'  compensation, and  contended  that  the  ser- 
vices they  performed  were  as  arduous  as  those 
of  the  officers  whose  pay  it  was  proposed  to  in- 
crease. 

Mr.* McDowell,  in  explanation,  further 
wished  to  remark  that,  under  the  present  arrange- 
ment, these  pages  had  to  discharge  tbe  labor  of 
folding  documents  after  the  adjournment  of  tbe 
House;  and  that  it  was  now  proponed  to  relieve 
tliem  from  that  duty,  and  to  oimtnish  their  com- 
pensation. 

Mr.  WINTHROP  submitted  an  amendment, 
providing  that  none  of  the  pages  should  be  re- 
moved during  the  present  session. 

Mr.  TIBBATrS  moved  to  lay  tbe  whole  sub- 
ject on  the  table. 

INFRACTIONS  OF  POSTAL  LAWS. 
The  resolution  reported  on  Wednesday  last 
from  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads,  as  to  what  steps  have  been  taken  by  the 
Postmaster  General  to  prevent  and.  punish  the 
infraetioilti  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  pro- 


hibiting the  establishment  of  ony  prirate.expres8 
or  post  for  the  transportation  of  letters  and  pack- 
els,  was  considered  and  agreed  to. 

RBPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  PARM  ENTER,  by  leave,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Afiiiirs,  to  which  was  referred 
the  resolution  of  the  House  of  the  15th  of  Jan- 
uary last,  in  relation  to  alterations  in  the  man- 
agement of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  made 
a  report  thereon,  accompanied  by  a  bill  to  pro- 
vide for  the  appointment  of  certain  officers  of 
navy-yards;  which  was  referred  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  ELMER,  from  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions, offered  a  resolution  that  the  committee  be 
authorized  lu  continue  the  employment  of  their 
present  clerk;  which  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PARMENTER,  from  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  providing  for  the 
appointmentof  certain  officers  in  the  navy-yards; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for 
to-morrow;  and  the  bill  and  accompanying  report 
were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

PENNSYLVANIA  AVENUE. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Commit- 
tee for  the  District  of  Columbia,  reported  back 
the  Senate  bill  appropriating  |40,000  to  repair  and 
repave  a  portion  of  Pennsylvania  avenue,  and 
said  he  was  instructed  by  the  committee  to  report 
the  same  with  a  recommendation  that  the  bill  be 
rejected. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  the  question  to  be 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  moved  a  concur- 
rence with  the  committee's  report. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  thought  it  would  be  proper 
to  refer  this  bill  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House;  which  motion  he  made. 

The  SPEAKER  put  the  question  on  the  refer- 
ence. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  inquired  if  the  motion  lo  refer 
took  precedence  of  the  molion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  [.Mr.  Johcb]  to  concur  with  the 
committee's  report? 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that  the  motion  to 
refer  had  precedence.. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  "Tennessee,  said  he  did  not  pro- 
pose to  detain  the  House  with  many  remarks  on 
this  subject.  It  would  be  sufficient  for  him  to 
say,  as  the  Representative  of  a  portion  of  the 
people  of  this  Union,  that,  when  he  looked  at  the 
Constitution  of  the  country ,  he  saw  no  authority 
foe  voting  to  make  an  appropriation  for  the  pur- 
poses provided  for  by  that  bill.  They  haa  no 
such  authority,  he  conceived,  conferred  upon 
them  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States; 
and,  therefore,  this  bill  ought  not  to  pass.  True, 
they  were  the  local  legislature  of  this  District; 
but,  when  acting  in  their  capacity  na  the  local 
legislature  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  he  con- 
siiJered  that  they  had  no  authority  to  put  their 
hands  into  the  national  Treasury,  and  appropri- 
ate the  money  of  the  whole  people  for  the  benefit 
of  those  of  this  District;  and,  if  it  were  then  in 
order,  he  would  nsk  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
motion  to  refer.  He  desired  that  the  House  should 
dispose  of  this  subject  at  once. 

Mr.  HAiMLlN  said  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee was  accompanied  by  a  recommendation  that 
the  bill  be  rejected — a  report  which  he  most  de- 
voutly hopea  would  receive  the  sanction  of  the 
House.  He  had  been  lold  that,  by  committing 
this  bill,  they  should  consign  itio  the  tomb  of  the 
Capulets;  and,  therefore,  lie  should  cheerfully 
give  his  vole  for  such  a  motion,  that  tt  might 
there  sleep,  and  sleep  forever;  or  he  would  vote 
for  any  other  motion  that  would  aid  in  killing  it. 

Mr.  HOGE  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  said  this  bill  involved  a 
qui!Stion  of  an  appropriation  of  money; 'and  he 
inquired  if  it  was  not  necessary  that  it  should  go 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House.  If  so, 
could  the  motiqn  to  lay  on  the  table  be  in  order  ? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that,  before  any  ap- 
propriation bill  could  pass,  it  must  receive  tnfe 
sanction  of  a  Committee  of  the  Whole;  but  he 
did  not  understand  that  such  a  bill  must  go  there 
on  a  motion  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BARNARD  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
bill. 

The  Clerk  read  it  accordingly. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  ordered,  and 


I  taken  on  the  motion  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table, 
and  resulted — yeas  113,  nays  64;  as  follows: 

VE.\S  —  Mewr«.  Abbott,  Anderson,  Ashe,  HarriR^er, 
Rcli>er.  Benton.  RIackwell,  Bfwfier,  Bower,  Bowlin.  Boyd, 
Jacob  Brinkcrlmtf,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  William  J.  Brown, 
Unlfliigian,  Burke,  Burl,  Caldwell,  Cary.  CaUiu,  Reuben 
tjliaimtan,  Chappell,  Cobb,  Cnllnmer,  Culloui,  Dana,  Dan- 
iel, John  W.  Davis,  Dean,  Dickey,  Dillingliam,  Dunenn, 
Duidap,  Ellis,  Fnrlee,  Ficktin,  ro;«ter,  Frt-ncli,  Giddings, 
Bynim  Green,  Hale,  Hamlin.  Hamlson.  H  trdin,  Henley, 
Herrlck,  flnge,  Hopkins,  Housloir.  Hubsrd,  Hubbell, 
Hnglies,  Huiigerford,  James  B.  Hunt.  JanieiK>n,  Cava 
Johnson,  Perley  B-  Johnson,  Andrew  Johnson,  Georse  W. 
Jones,  Andrew  Kennedy.  Preston  King,  Dnniel  P.  Kin^, 
Lnbmnche,  Leonard,  Lewis.  Lucas.  Lumpkin.  Lyon,  hW- 
C.iu^lcn,  McUlellnnd,  McCleraand,  McDowell,  McKay, 
Moore,  Jojteph  Morris,  Norris,  Owen,  Fariiienler,  Petlil, 
Emery  D.  Potter.  Purdv,  Kalhbun,  David  8  Reiil,  Reding, 
iteire,  S  urr,  llobens,  Robinson,  Rumell,  St.  John,  Saun- 
ders, Settler.  Tliomas  H.  Seymour.  David  L.  Seymoitr,  Si- 
mons, Siuifison,  John  T.  BimIiIi,  Thomas  Smith,  Robert 
Sinltli,  Steenrnd,  Stetwin,  John  Stewart,  Stiles,  Stone, 
Tayhir.  Thointison,  Tucker,  Welter,  Weiiiwnrth,  Wlica- 
ton,  Willinms,  Joseph  A.  Wright,  and  Ynat— 113. 

NAVS— Messrs.  Maker,  Barnard,  Bdward  J.  Block,  Mil- 
ton Brown.  Jcreniiah  Brown,  (Campbell,  Carroll,  Causiii, 
Chilton.  Cliitgthait.  Crniiston,  Cro.'S,  Garrett  Davis,  Rich- 
ard D.  Davis,  Deberry.  Dellet,  llmmgooh-,  Elmer,  Fish,  ' 
Foot,  Willis  Green,  'Grinnell,  Grider,  Ilarpt^r,  Hudson, 
WaiSiiiiKtnn  Hunt,  Cliarlea  J.  Ingersotl.  Joaeph  R.  Inger- 
soll,  Jenks.  Joiin  P.  Kennedy,  Maclay,  Mcllvaine.  Marsh, 
Rilward  J.  .Morris,  Mori«e,  Moseley.  Murpliy,  Nea,  Newlon, 
Patterson,  Pityni;,  Elislia  it.  Pouer,Pralt,  Charles  M.  ReeJ, 
Rockwell,  Rodttey,  Rosters.  Sample,  Sclienck,  Severance, 
Albert  tf  tuith,  Caleb  B.  Smith,  Andrew  Stewart,  Summers, 
Sykes,  Thoniasson.  Tibbatia,  Tilden,  Tyler,  Vance,  Via- 
ton,  White,  and  Wiiilhrop— 64. 

So  tbe  bill  was  laid  on  tbe  table. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  that  tbe  morning 
hour  had  now  expired. 

Mr.  McKAY  moved  that  ihe  House  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  with  a  view  of  acting  on 
the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  Military 
Academy. 

The  SPEAKER  requested  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  lo  waive  that  molion,  to  enable 
him  to  lay  before  the  House  certain  executive  and 
other  communications. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATIONS. 

Tlie  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  com- 
munication from  the  Mayor  of  Washington,  in 
rtlalinn  to  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  oB  Roads  and  Ca- 
nals, and  ordered  to  be  printed.  [It  was  a  letter 
from  the  Mayor  of  the  City  ol  Washington, 
transmitting  resolutions  of  tbe  corporation  of  said 
city,  authorizing  remonstrance  against  the  trans- 
fer lo  ihe-State  of  Maryland  of  the  stock  sub- 
scribed by  the  said  cnrpuralion  in  the  Chesapeake 
and  Ohio  Canal  Company,  except  on  certain  con- 
ditions.] 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, in  relation  to  payments  made  on  claims 
not  otherwise  provided  for  by  law,  under  tbe  act 
of  March  2,  ldU9;  which  was  laid  on  the  table, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  conimuiiicati6n  from  the  same,  contain- 
ing the  annual  stotement  of  receipts  and  expend- 
itures of  the  United  States  for  the  year^l843; 
which  was  laid  on  tbe  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed . 

SUBRBNDBR  OP  FUGITIVE  SLAVES. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  com- 
munication from  Ihe  President  of  Ihe  United 
Stales,  transmitting  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  answer  to  their  resolution  of  the  lOtb 
instant,  a  report  from  the  Secrewry  of  Stale,  with 
the  correspondence  therein  referred  to,  relating  to 
certain  fueiiive  rriminals  from  Florida. 

Mr.  LEVY  moved  its  reference  lo  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Affairs,  with  instructions;  and 
on  this  motion,  he  desired  to  make  some  remarks; 
but  as  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  desired  that  the  House  should  go  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  ihe  appropriation 
bills,  he  was  willing  to  defer  his  remarks  to  the 
morning  hour  to-morrow. 

Some  conversation  ensued,  in  which  Mr.  LG^ 
VY,  Mr.  ELMER,  Mr.  BARNARD,  and  others, 
look  part,  in  relation  to  the  special  orders,  which 
would  occupy  the  time  of  the  House  for  the  next 
.few  days. 

Mr.  BARNARD  desired  to  know  what  the 
communication  was. 

The  Clerk  read  it  again. 

Mr.  BARNARD  said  this  Executive  commu- 
nication oui'ht  first  to  go  lo  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Affairs,  to  be  examined  by  them;  and, 
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when  that  committee  should  make  ita  report,  the 
House  might  ace  upon  it;  and  the  gentleman  Trom 
Florida  would  then  have  the  oppurtunitj-  to  pre- 
sent his  views  in  relation  to  it. 

Mr.  LEVY  said  he  had  moved  to  refer  with 
instructions;  and  he  wished  to  discuss  the  ques- 
tion on  those  instructions,  which  he  had  the  right 
to  do.  Perhaps  he  ought  to  have  the  instructions 
read;  but  he  would  dispense  with  that,  as  he  now 
moved  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  tbisqoes- 
tion  to  Thursday  next. 

Mr.  ROGERS  called  for  the  reading  of  the  in- 
structions. 

The  Clerk  read  them,  as  follows: 

Tbat  the  said  jneMngc  be  rof«rred  lo  Uie  Commiitee  nn 
Foreif  n  Atfairti,  with  iii»trucltoiiii  lo  make  inquiry  inlo  tlie 
&CIS  of  any  cnfei  of  demand  Tiir  llie  faurrcndtir  of  fugitive 
•riminals  under  the  tenth  articte  nf  the  trcHiy  of  Wnxhing 
ton,  which  may  liave  arf»eii  upon  requ»itJon  of  either  of 
the  respective  parties  to  said  treaty,  and  inrecntninendsuch 
course  as  may  be  proper  for  the  ailopiioii  of  this  House  in 
respect  tticreto  ;  and  especially  whether  it  be  ndviMible  for 
this  House  to  recutninend  to  the  President  to  notify  the 
British  Gnvrnuncnt  that  it  is  the  wi>h  of  this  Governmeul 
to  tecininale  the  said  tenth  article  of  the  treaty. 

Mr.  BARNARD  inquired  whether  the  instwc- 
tions  were  in  order  at  that  stage  of  the  business? 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  motion  now  was  to 
pbstpone  the  further  consideration  of  this  subject. 

Mr.  LEVY  moved  (inasmuch  as  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  was  at  present  indisposrd,  and 
could  not  be  present,  as  he  desired,  at  the  discus- 
sion^ that  the  subject  be  postponed,  and  made  the 
special  order  for  Thursday  next. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  calledfor  the  previous  ques- 
tion, in  order,  he  said,  to  get  rid  of  the  motion  to 
postpone. 

Mr.  LEVY  claimed  to  be  still  in  possession  of 
the  floor.  He  desired  to  go  on  with  the  discus- 
sion now,  unless,  by  general  consent,  the  subject 
•hould  be  postponed,  and  miule  the  special  order 
for  Thursday. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  withdrew  his  call  for  the 
previous  question,  to  allow  the  gentleman  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  discussion. 

Mr.  LEVY  then  proceeced.  He  had  arranged, 
he  said,  in  his  mind,  some  three  weeks  ago,  the 
course  of  argument  which  he  intended  tn  submit 
to  the  House;  but  the  question  having  now  un- 
expectedly aris^,  he  did  not  know  that  he  could 
at  once  recall  bis  ideas  upon  the  subject  so  dis- 
tinctly and  clearly  as  he  could  wish.  He  would 
endeavor,  however,  to  retra<x  the  grounds  which 
he  proposed  to  take,  and,  if  possible,  sustain 
those  grounds  by  argtftnent.  He  re^rded  this 
as  a  grave  subject,  in  ever^  point  of  view.  As 
respected  the  Territory  which  he  represented,  it 
was  one  of  the  most  important  questions  which 
had  arisen,  or  could  arise;  and,  in  a  national  point 
of  Tiew,  it  was  one  of  the  most  important  which 
were  likely  to  occur  during  the  present  session  of 
Gonj^ress.  It  was  a  question  which  afTecied  the 
foreign  relations  of  this  country,  and  therefore  of 
national  importance.  It  aflfected  our  intercourse 
with  our  great  enemy — the  great  enemy  of  our 
safety,  ana  security,  and  prosperity  as  a  nation. 
It  was  a  question  which  would  bring  to  a  lest  the 
feeling  of  nationality  which  binds  ihc  different 
sections  of  the  countrjr  together.  The  occasion 
which  now  presented  itself  would  give  them  an 
opportunity  to  test  the  sincerity  of  the  profes- 
sions of  gentlemen  in  different  sections  of  this 
country. 

It  was,  perhaps,  improper  that  this  question 
■hould  be  brought  forward  by  one  so  incompetent 
as  himself;  but,  as  the  representative  of  a  Terri- 
tory materially  interested  in  the  subject,  he  felt 
it  his  imperative  duty  to  bring  it  forward,  and  lo 
endeavor  to  show  that  it  was  competc^nt  for  that 
House  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Af- 
fairs the  consideration  of  the  tenth  article  of  tlie 
treaty  of  Washington  in  relatiop  to  the  extradi- 
tion of  criminals.  He  hop.ed  it  would  be  referred, 
and  that  a  report  would  be  made  to  the  House 
upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  L.  referred  to  various  authorities  to  show 
that  it  was  not  unusual  for  the  House  to  take  ac- 
tion upon  subjects  of  this  nature.  It  was  through 
that  House  that  the  voice  of  the  people  speaks; 
it  was  in  that  House  that  the  national  sovereignty 
was  cont^ent^atcd.  That  body,  instinct  as  it  was 
with  the  popular  spirit,  should  exhibit  and  des- 
ignate the  national  will.  Mr.  L.  next  referred  to 
various  instances  of  bad  faith  on  the  part  of  Great 
Britain.    He  went  on  to  characterize  the  conduct 


of  Great  Britain  in  this  affair  as  a  flagrant  instance 
of  bud  fitith,  and  a  want  of  that  honor  and  fair 
dealing  which  should  mark  the  intercourse  of  one 
nation  with  another.  On  the  other  hand,  there 
had  been  no  failure  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  to  execute  this  tenth  article  of  the  treaty; 
and  in  doing  so,  this  Government  had  gone  to 
greater  lengths  than  justice,  good  faith,  or  a  re- 
gard to  our  own  dignity  required.  Mr.  L.  referred 
to  the  case  of  Christina  Cochrane,  a  poor,  ignor- 
ant, idintic  female,  delivered  up  on  the  demand  of 
the  British  Government  on  nn  better  evidence 
than  that  of  a  constable,  whocould  not  even  swear 
to  the  commission  of  the  crime  of  which  she  was 
accused.  He  rcft'rred,  also,  to  the  case  of  Jona- 
than Robbins,  who  wan  delivered  up  under  Jay's 
treaty,  upon  very  iiisullicicnt  testimony;  and  this 
case  roused  such  a  spirit  of  indignation  in  the 
country,  that  no  Administration  since  that  time 
had  ever  dared  introduce  the  subject  of  extradi- 
tion into  a  treaty  with  England  till  Mr.  Webster 
included  it  in  the  treaty  of  Washiiigton.  ' 

Notwithstanding  the  unpopularity  of  this  prin- 
ciple, it  was  acquiesced  in,  because  it  was  under- 
stood that  it  would  provide  against  such  cases  as 
that  of  the  Creole;  and  Mr.  L.  referred  to  the  cor- 
respondence of  Lord  Ashburlon  and  Mr.  Web- 
ster, as  well  as  to  publications  in  London  papers 
in  the  con6dence  of  the  British  Government,  to 
show  that  such  was  the  understanding  of  the  arti- 
cle while  the  treaty  was  in  the  progress  of  nego- 
tiation. The  treaty,  however,  was  hardly  exe- 
cuted, before  good  grounds  were  given  for  the 
suspicion  that  they  intended  to  evade  it. 

Mr.  L.  then  adverted  to  the  declaration  of  Lord 
Asbburton  to  Arthur  Tappan  and  the  Abolition- 
ists of  New  York,  and  to  the  remarks  of  Lords 
Aberdeen  and  Stanley,  in  the  British  Parliament, 
to  show  that,  if  there  y/tia  not  previous  design  to 
deceive  this  Government  in  the  negotiation  of  the 
treaty,  there  was  a  settled  determination  to  com- 
mit a  breach  of  faith  in  carrying  it  into  execution. 
Mr.  L.  then  spoke  of  the  flimsy  pretense  on  which 
the  authorities  of  Nassau  had  refbsed  to  deliver 
up  the  fugitives  from  justice  spoken  of  in  the  mes- 
sage, when  properly  demandi'd  of  them.  The 
scrimes  ihcy  committed  were  of  the  most  heinous 
nature,  and  were  expressly  provided  for  in  the 
treaty:  naroely,-murder  and  robbery.  The  de- 
mand for  the  criminals  was  made  with  all  the 
strictest  formalities  of  law;  and  was  accompanied 
with  evidence  of  the  most  indubitable  authority, 
and  authenticated  copies  of  the  indictments  which 
were  found  against  the  criminals.  Even  if  this 
evidence  ha4  l>een  deemed  by  the  courts  of  Nas- 
sau to  beinsuflicient  for  the  surrender  of  the  criAi- 
inals,  surely  good  faith  on  the  part  of  the  British 
Government  required  that  they  should  have  been 
arrested  and  held  in  custody  till  more  evidence 
could  be  procured. 

He  read  extracts  from  the  decision  of  the  court, 
which  had  yielded,  be  remarked,  tn  the  sugges- 
tions of  Parliament;  and  the  extracts  showed  sev- 
eral points  that  were  worthy  of  consideration. 
One  of  those  points  was,  that  an  indictment,  ptr 
»,  could  not'be  received  as  evidence  whereon  to 
arrest  a  person  accused  of  crime. '  On  this,  and 
on  other  points  therein  set  forth,  he  joined  issue. 
He  was  aware  that  different  interpretations  had 
been  given  to  the  tenth  article  of  the  treaty;  one 
interpretation  was,  that  the  criminality  which 
should  justify  the  delivery  of  fugitives  from  jus- 
tice, which  was  comprehended  by  the  treaty,  was 
such  criminality  as  would  be  an  offense  by  the 
laws  of  the  place  in  which  the  criminal  was  found;  I 
but  he  must  be  permitted  to  dispute  the  correct-  ' 
ness  of  <hat  interpretation,  and  to  declare  that, 
\  if  such  interpretation  was  correct,  there  was  the 
more  reason  to  satisfy  him  that  there  had  been 
treachery  in  the  execution  of  the  treaty;  and  the 
honor  and  dignity  of  this  country  required  that  it 
should  be  immediately  abrogateii.  ' 

He,  however,  did  not  hold  such  lo  be  the  cor- 
rect intcrpret^ion  of  the  treaty;  and  he  should 
show  that  it  was  not.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind, 
in  the  first  place,  that  the  offenders  were  not  Brit- 
ish subjects,  aud,  as  such,  entitled  to  the  protec- 
tion of  the  Crown;  and  that,  therefore,  there  must 
be  expected  to  be  exceeding  caution  and  delicacy 
in  bringing  into  imprisonment,  by  surrendering 
persons  to  a  foreign  Power  for  trial.  They  were 
offenders  belonging  to  this  country,  who  had 
sought  the  protection  of  another  Power  against 
the  punishment  due  to  their  crime;  and  sucli  evi- 


dence was  received  in  the  ordinary  practice  under 
the  laws  of  Great  Britain.  He  went  on  to  illus- 
trate and  sustain  this  position,  and  was  proceed- 
ing, when  the  Speaker  announced  the  expiiatioo 
of  his  hour. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  then  renewed  his  motion 
for  the  previous  question. 

The  SPEAKER  put  the  question  on  seconding 
the  demand  for  the  previous  question. 

Tellers  were  called  for;  and  Messrs.  WiNTHKor 
and  McClellasd" were  appointed;  and  they  re- 
ported— ayes  57,  noes  47;  which  was  less  than  a 
quorum. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  was  evident  there  was  a 
quorum  in  the  House;  and  he  called  upon  gentle- 
men to  vole  either  one  way  or  the  other. 

The  tellers  again  took  the  vole;  and  they  re- 
ported— ayes  81,  noes  56. 

So  the  previous  question  was  seconded. 

The  main  question  was  then  ordered  to  be  put, 
and  the  qnesiinn  reciirrcll  on  the  instructions. 

Mr.  WINTHROP  moved"  that  the  executive 
message  be  laid  nn  the  table,  and  printed. 

The  motion  was  negatived — ayes  64,  noes  75. 

Mr.  WINTHROP  then  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  question  of  agreeing  tn  instruct. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered;  and  the 
motion  to  instruct  was  agreed  to.  , 

.  The  question  then  recurred  nn  the  motion  to 
print  the  executive  communication. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  inquired  if  that  motion  was 
not  debatable?' 

The  SPEAKER  believed  it  was. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  said  it  was  not  his  intention 
to  detain  the  House  nn  this  subject  for  any  great 
length  of  time;  nor  would  lie,under  differcnieir- 
cumstances,  have  detained  it  on  such  a  motion  at 
all;  but  the  gentleman  from  Florida  had  taken 
occasion  lo*throw  before  the  country  certain  ideas 
which  he  thought  should  meet  with  a  response; 
for  the  question,  as  that  gentleman  had  properly 
said,  was  one  of  great  importance.  And  the  con- 
sideration which  moved  him  at  this  time  ws*i 
that,  on  the  last  legishttive  day,  an  endeavor  was 
made  lo  suppress  all  debate  on  the  question  which 
was  now  thrown  upon  them.  He  knew  not  what 
was  the  extent  to  which  this  question  of  slavery 
was  to  be  thrust  upon  this  House;  and  he  now 
took  occasion  to  say  that  he  execrated  the  mem- 
ory of  the  man  who  introduced  the  subji-ct  of 
slavery  into  this  Hall;  he  held  that  man's  mem- 
ory in  estimation  as  one.who  was  a  violator  of 
the  Constitution — as  one  who  had  approached  the 
temple  of  freedom,  and  desecrated  its  sanctity  by 
bringing  there  a  subject  which  was  prohibited  by 
the  genius  nf  our  institutions,  and  by  the  Con- 
stitution to  which  they  had  all  sworn  allegiance. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  rose  to  a  question  of 
order. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  hoped  he  would  not. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  inquired  if  the  qnes- 
tion  to  print  embraced  the  question  of  slavery  at 
large?      . 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  hoped  the  gentletnan  would 
not  interrupt  him. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  was  difHcull  for  the 
Chair  lo  decide  what  was  relevant  and  what  was 
irrelevant;  for  the  message  had  not  been  read  to 
House,  and  the  Chair  knew  not,  tbertifore,  its 
contents. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  said  the  House  would  bear 
witness  that  he  bad  endeavored  heretofore  to  dis- 
pose of  this  question  without  debate,  and  without 
occupying  the  time  of  the  House.  [Here  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  paused.] 

The  SPEAKER  (addressing  himself  to  Mr. 
GiDDiNos)  said,  the  gentleman  will  proceed. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  said  he  called  the  country  10 
bear  witness  that  he  had  endeavored  to  hasten 
the  public  business  in  all  respects;  he  hod  never 
spoken  on  this  question  of  slavery,  unless  it  had 
been  thrust  upon  him  by  those  who  were  known 
to  be  opposed  to  that  institution.  The  gentleman  , 
from  Florida  had  made  allusion  to  aclouse  in  the 
treaty  which,  be  presumed,  originated  in  the  case 
of  the  Creole.  Now,  his  views  on  the  case  of 
the  Creole  were  before  the  country;  and  it  was  a 
case  on  which  he  would  take  occasion  to  repeat 
that  his  views  remained  as  he  had  heretofore  ex- 
pressed them.  He  was  of  opinion  thatn<^crime 
or  offense  was  committed  on  board  the  Creole — 
no  offense  known  or  recognized  by  the  laws  of 
this  nation,  or  of  any  State  of  whicn  it  was  com- 
posed.   He  wished  to  be  distinctly  understood 
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on  this  question,  for  it  wm  one  of  vaat  import-   ' 
anee  to  the  Republic.     It  involved  the  question 
whether  this  should  be  a  Government  of  slavery 
or  of  liberty.     He  would  repent,  also,  what  he  | 
had  heretofore  frequently  said,  that  slavery  was  ' 
a  local  institution,  unknown  beyond  the  Jurisdic- 
tion by  which  it  was  created.    Slavery  in  Vir-  I 
ginia  was  confined  dislinctlvand  definitely  to  the  ' 
territory  of  that  State;  and  the  moment  a  slave  ' 
was  taken  by  his  master  beyond  the  boundaries  | 
of  that  State,  he  was  a  slave  no  longer.  I 

Mr.  DELLET  rose  to  a  question  of  order.  He 
insisted  that  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  had  no  ' 
right  10  inflict  on  the  House  abolition  speech  af-  I 
ter  abolition  speech.    The  gentleman  had  had  his 
day,  and  now  he  was  out  of  order  in  inflicting 
these  remarks  on  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER  said  he  felt  diflicuUy  in  de- 
ciding how  far  the  gentleman  should  go,  the  com- 
munication not  havng  been  read. 

Mr.  DELLET  remarked  that  that  was  sufll- 
eient  to  show  at  once  that  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  was  out  of  order. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
might  be  discussing  question*  in  the  communica- 
tion itself,  for  aught  that  was  known.  It  was 
impossible  for  the  Chair  lo  say  whether  the  gen- 
tleman was  in  order  or  not,  unless  the  document 
were  read.  It  had  neither  been  read  nor  printed. 
Mr.  DELLET  took  an  appeal  from  the  deci- 
sion of  the  Chair,  by  which  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  was  allowed  to  proceed. 

Mr.  GIDDINQS  hoped  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama  would  withdraw  his  appeal. 

Mr.  DELLET  replied  that  he  would  not  with- 
draw it,  if  he  could  make  it  stick. 

The  SPEAfCER  then  stated  the  question  on 
the  appeal . 

Mr.  PAYNE  inquired  whether  it  would  be  in 
ord^r  to  call  for  the  reading  of  the  documents? 
The  SPEAKERreplied  in  the  affirmative. 
Mr.  CAMPBELL   suggested  that,  the  docu- 
ments not  having  been  read,  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  was  out  of  order  in  debating  the  subject. 

Mr.  DR0MG00LE«ugge8ted  another  point — 
that  the  documents  having  been  referred  loa  com-, 
mitiee,  were  not  in  possession  of  the  House,  and 
could  not,  iherefort,  be  debated. 

The  reading  of  the  documents  was  then  called 
for. 

Mr.  REDING  inquired  if  it  would  be  in  order 
to  withdraw  the  motion  to  print? 

Mr.  GlDDlNGSsaid  he  had  not  yielded  the 
floor;  and  he  contended  that  no  call  for  the  read- 
ing, or  withdrawal  of  any  motion,  would  be  in 
order.  ■ 

Mr.  WELLCR  said  he  believed  he  had  a  right, 
as  the  decision  of  the  ^ouse  was  demanded,  to 
call  for  the  reading  of  the  documents,  to  enable 
bim  to  come  to  a  correct  decision. 

Th^  SPEAKER  sustained  the  right  of  the  gen- 
tleman to  call  for  the  reading  of  the^ocuments; 
and  they  were  accordingly  read  by  the  Clerk. 

The  SPEAKER  then  remarked  that  hedid  not 
think,  upon  the  question  before  the  House,  the 
^ntleman  had  any  right  to  go  into  a  discussion 
of  the  subject  of  slavery. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  said  he  would  pass  over,  then, 
all  allusion  to  that  subject,  and  confine  himself  to 
a  reply  to  the  observations  of  the  gentleman  from 
Fluriaa.  Hedid  not  intend  to  wander  from  the 
■ubjecl  before  the  House.  The  report  was  in  re- 
gard to  the  surrender  of  persons  claimed  as  having 
eomniitted  crimes;  and  it  was  upon  the  point  as 
to  identifying  those  persons  that  he  took  issue 
'  with  the  gentleman. 
'  Mr.  TUCKER  rose  to  a  question  of  order. 
The  question  was  upon  a  motion  to  print,  and  not 
upon  the  propriety  or  impropriety  of  surrender- 
ing criminals. 

Mr.  GIODINGS  said  he  hoped  the  gentleman 
would  not  be  more  captious  with  him  than  with 
others.     The  gentleman  from  Florida   had  ex- 

gressed  his  views,  and  he  claimed  the  same  right, 
[e  contended  that,  when  it  was  attempted  to  ar- 
rest individuals  without  legal  warrant,  tbey  were 
at  libertT  to  defend  themselves.  The  individuals 
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attempted  lo  be  arrested  in  this  case  were  men, 
and  he  who  interfered  with  them  did  so  at  his  own 
peril.    The  Government  lent  him  no  shield,  and  | 
he  trusted  it  never  would  afford  assistance  to  any  | 
individual  in  his  attempt  to  control  the.locomo-  ' 
tion  of  his  fellow-ciiizens. 

Mr.  PETTIT  thought  that,  as  there  was  no  | 
necessity  for  requesting  the  President  of  the  Uni-  ! 
ted  States  to  annul  the  tenth  article  of  the  British  I 
treaty,  there  was  siill  less  necessity  for  printing  , 
the  message.     He  was  of  opinion  that  there  was  I 
no  just  cause  of  complaint  against  the  British  I 
Government  for  not  surrendering  the  fuifitives  I 
referred  to  in  the  message,  because  the  evidence  '■ 
was  not  sufllicient,  according  lo  English  laws,  to  | 
warrant  it.     He  objected  sirongljr  lo  annulling 
this  ariicle  of  the  treaty,  considering  it  the  most  | 
valuable  airticle  in  it,  and  by  virtue  of  which  we  ■ 
should  be  hereafter  able  lo  reclaim  many  crimi- 
nals, such  as  those  who  had  heretofore,  by  fle^ng 
to  foreign  countries,  set  the  justic&of  the  country 
at  defiance.     He  regretted  that  such  a  provision 
was  not  in  force  some  years  since,  when  certain 
great  plunderers  of  the  Treasury,  to  the  amount 
of  millions,  fled  into  England,  and  thus  escaped 
the  punishment  due  to  uieir  crimes.     He  would 
not  annul  this  article  of  the  treaty  till  England 
herself  violated  it. 

Mr.  ADAMS  made  some  remarks,  the  first 
part  of  which  were  not  distinctly  heard;  but  in 
conclusion  he  deprecate4»  these  appeals  lo  the 
passions  and  prejudices  of  the  country,  which  he 
said  were  so  continually  made  for  the  purpose  of 

fetting  up  an  excitement  against  England.  He 
ad  witnessed,  with  much  pain,  the  same  thing 
in  England  for  the  purpose  of  producing  ill  feel- 
ings against  the  country.  What,  he  asked,  would 
be  the  consequences  of  a  collision  between  the 
two  countries?  No  man,  if  asked  the  question, 
would  avow  his  determination  to  go  to  war  with 
England;  and  yet  a  course  of  remarks  was  in- 
dulged in,  calculated  to  stir  up  the  most  rancor- 
ous passions.  Here  Was  the  question  of  runaway 
slaves  taken  up:  and  connect  it  with  the  question 
of  Oregon,  and  then  with  the  glorious  question 
of  the' annexation  of  Texas,  and  what  was  to  be 
the  result? 

Mr.  WELLER  here  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion; which  being  seconded,  and  the  main  ques- 
tion ordered,  it  was  put,  and  decided  in  the  affirm- 
ative. 

PENSIONS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKAY,  the  bill  making 
appropriations  for  the  revolutionary  and  other 
pensioners  of  the  United  Slates  for  the  year  1844, 
on  which  the  previous  question  had  been  moved, 
was  taken  up. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  withdrew  his  call  for  the  pre- 
vious question,  being  'satisfied,  as  he  said,  that 
the  bill  ought  not  to  pass  without  amendment. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  the  question  to  be  on 
the  amendment,  providing  that  no  ofiicer  of  the 
Army  or  Navy,  while  receiving  pay  as  such,  shall 
draw  a  pension. 

Mr.  DROMOOOLB  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

The  SPEAKER  put  the  question  on  second- 
ing the  demand  for  the  previous  question;  and 
fifty-eight  voted  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  McKAY  called  for  tellers;  and  Messrs. 
JcNKS  and  Titcker  were  appointed ;  and,  having 
taken  the  vote,  they  reported — ^ayes  70,  noes  50. 

So  there  was  a  second. 

The  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  put;  the 
amendment  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  was 
concurred  in,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading  "  now." 

The  bill  was  read  the  third  time;  and  the  ques- 
tion recurred  on  ils  passage.       • 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  of  Indiana,  moved  to  recom- 
mit the  bill  lo  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
with  instructions  to  strike  out  the  following  pro- 
viso:  ' 

TfaRt  DO  pen  lion  shall  hereaAer  commence  berore  the  day 
on  which  the  applicaiion  or  the  perctnn  cjaiming  it  sbail 
have  been  filed  with  the  commidstoner: 

He  said  if  gentlemen  wonted  to  change  the  pen- 


sion laws,  let  them  do  it  by  bill;  l«t  the  subject  go 
before  the  appropriate  committee,  and  then  let 
the  judgment  of  the  House  be  passed  upon  it,  as 
one  of  the  laws  of  the  land;  and  nut  stick  it  on  a 
bill  for  the  appropriotion  of  money. 

If  we  were  commencing  a  system  of  pensions, 
this  would  be  right;  but  in  this  case  we  are  dis- 
criminating upon  the  most  worthy  class  of  pen- 
sioners. All  the  pension  laws  heretofore  passed, 
with  but  one  exception,  have  fixed  a  time  at 
which  all  those  who  come  under  it  shall-com- 
menre  drawing  their  pensions.  The  pension  act 
of  1832,  the  nets  granting  pensions  to  widows,  of 
1836  and  183d,  all  fix  a  dale  at  which  the  pen- 
sions shall  commence.  Now,  you  propose  to 
say  that  no  pensioner  shall  receive  any  money 
that  hereafter  applies,  only  from  the  date  of  his 
application.  More  than  nine  tenths  who  have 
obtained  their  pensions  have  drawn  back  from 
the  time  that  the  law  fixed  for  the  commencement 
of  pensions,  and  those  who  have  been  supported 
by  friends  and  relatives — those  who  have  not 
aak«l  for  the  munificence  of  their  Government — 
some  in  the  decline  of  life,  the  more  needy,  are 
to  be  denied  this  right,  which  you  have  hereto- 
fore given  to  the  active,  and  no  doubt  the  least 
worthy.  Ho  said  he  felt  anxious  that  the  pro- 
viso in  the  bill  should  be  stricken  out. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  an  adjournment. 

Mr.  HALE  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  and 
being  ordered,  they  resulted — yeas  79,  nays  80. 

So  the  House  refused  to  Hdjourn. 

Mesai'S.WiNTHRopand  Tucker  were  appointed 
tellers  on  the  question  of  seconding  the  demand 
for  the  previous  question;  and  they  reported — 
ayes  64,  noes  53. 
.So  there  was  a  second. 

The  main  question  was  then  ordered  to  be  put, 
which  was  on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  (the  pre- 
vious question  cutting  ofl*  the  motion  to  recom- 
mit;) and  the  bill  was  passed. 

EMPLOYMENT  OF  FOLDERS. 

Mr.  JAiyiESON  said  tlyre  were  fifty  thousand 
documents  in  the  folding-room,  which  were  accu- 
mulating there  in  consequence  of  a  deficiency  of 
persons  employed  in  that  department;  he  wished, 
therefore,  to  introduce  a  resolution  to  authorize 
the  superintendent  of  that  room  to  employ 'four 
assistants  at  a  compensation  of  two  dolhtrs  per 
diem. 

There  were  objections  made  in  different  parts 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  WELLER  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rules  for  its  introduction. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  resolution 
was  introduced. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  suggested  that  it  should  be 
limited  lo  the  present  session  bf  Congress;  and  it 
was  so  modified. 

Mr.  JAMESON  moved  the  previous  question; 
having  amended  the  resolution,  on  the  suggestion 
of  Mr.  DnouGOOLE,  by  substituting"  Doorkeep- 
er" for  superintendent. 

The  question  was  then  propounded  on  second- 
ing the  demand  for  the  previous  question;  but. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DICKEY,  the  House  ad- 
journed. 

The  following  peiilions,  presented  to-day,  wars  handed 
to  the  repnnera  by  the  inembera  presentiiig  tliem  : 
By  Mr.  McCLERN  AND :  Petitiont  of  numerous  citizens 

of  the  Stales  of  Keiuuclty  and  IllinoiB,  nniyinK  Congrem  to 
e«iabli!<h  a'two-lioMe  post-coach  from  Paducal),  in  Uie  Ant 
nntiied  State,  via  Metropolis  Ciiy,  in  Moiir<ie,  Vienna,  In 
Jolirinon,  and  Frnnkfort,  in  Fninlclln  couniiea,  to  Mount 
Vernon,  in  Jefferiion  county,  in  said  last  named  State ; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Uie  Post  OlBce 
and  Post  Roads. 

Also,  a  petition  (torn  the  citizens  of  Pope  and  Monroe 
counties,  praying  Congma  to  establish  a  post  route  (Vom 
Gnlconda  to  Metropolis  City,  in  the  Suteof  Illinois;  which 
was  referred  to  tbe  Commiuee  on  the  Post  OIBce  and  Post 
Roads.  .    _. 

By  Mr.  C.  M.  REED  :  The  memorial  of  John  L.  Klm- 
berly  and  seventy-nine  others,  ship-owners  and  shippiiig- 
merchants,  of  the  city  of  Buffalo,  praying  that  the  coia- 
merce,  shipping,  and  navigatios  of  the  lakes,  ftom  Lake 
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Mr.  COBB,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  Ij 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  ilie  heirs  of  John  |, 
Forsyth,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  their  relief; 
which  were  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  T.  SMITH,  from  the  same  committee, 
made  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  Conrad 
Haire;  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  KING,  of  New  York,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill,  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide 
for  the  better  security  of  the  lives  of  passengers 
on  board  of  vessels  propelled  in  whole  or  in  part 
by  steam,"  approved  July  9, 1838,  together  with 
sundry  memorials  upon  the  same  subject,  re- 
ported an  amendatory  bill;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  KING,  of  New  York,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce,  made  adverse  reports  on  the 
petitions  of  Lovel  G.  Mickles  and  F.  J.  South- 
worth;  which  were  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  McClelland,  from  the  same  commit- 
tee, to  which  was  referred  a  bill  from  the  Senate 
entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  a  survey  of  the 
mouth  of  Red  river,  and  for  other  purposes," 
reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  from  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on 
the  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Ohio,  in  relation  to  the  occupanla  of  the  lands 
recently  acquired  from  the  Wyandott  Indians; 
which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  whicli  was  referred  the  petition  of 
inhabitants  of  New  Jersey  for  a  change  of  place 
for  holding  district  courts,  reported  a  bill  for  al- 
'  terine  the  places  of  holding  the  district  courts  of 
the  United  States  for  New  Jersey;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PARMBNTER,  it  was 

<MnM,  That  Ilie  Comniiitw  on  Naval  Affaira  be  dis- 
clianieil  from  thx  roniideration  of  the  petiUou  uf  Peter  Van 
tichiiiidt,  in  relation  to  a  dry-dock ;  and  Uiat  it  Ira  referred 
10  tlie  Committee  of  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PARMENTER,  it  was 
Ordered,  Tliat  the  Coianiiuce  on  Naval  AITalra  b«  di*- 
cliargKd  fVoin  the  con^idcmtinn  of  the  petition  of  citiz>^nflpf 
Ohio,  in  relation  to  Uie  captnre  of  slavers  by  private  armed 
vesseU  ;  and  that  it  lie  OD  the  table. 

Mr.  RATH  BUN,  from  the  Committee  on  Rev- 
olutionary Pensions,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize 
the  transfer  of  the  names  of  pensioners  from*  the 
agencies  in  the  State  of  Kentucky  to  the  apncy 
of  Cincinnati,  in  the  State  of  Ohio;  which  was 
passed. 

Mr.  STEENROD,  from  the  same  committee, 
madeareportupon  the  case  of  Elizabeth  Greshom, 
accompanied  by  a  bill  for  her  relief;  which  was 
twice  read,  and  referred. 

Mr.  HUNGERPORD,  from  the  same  commit- 
tee, reported  bills  of  the  following  titles;  which 
were  severally  read  twice,  and  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samli  Blackemorc,  widow 
of  George  Blackemore;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Crawford. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  oflndiana,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, to  which  was  referred  the  bill  to  extend 
the  provisions  of  an  act  entitled  "An  act  supple- 
mentary to.  the  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  surviv- 
ing officers  and  Bold^rs  of  the  Revolution,"  ap- 
proved 7th  June,  183:2,  reported  the  same  without 
amendment;  wliich  was  rend  twice,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  BRINKERHOFF,  from  the  Committee  on 
Invalid  Pensions,  made  adverse  reports  upon  the 
petitions  of  Fielding  G.  Brown  and  Jacob  Liben- 
good;  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BRINKERHOFF,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pci»ion«  be 
diiK^liarged  from  Ilie  coneidt'ration  of  the  petition  of  Fnbiiis 
Whiiiiic,  uf  the  United  diatea  Anny,  and  that  aoid  peUtion 
lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BRINKERHOFF,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  ou  Invalid  Pensiona  be 

discharfcd  from  the  conpideration  of  the  petiUon  of  Lot 

David,  and  iliat  it  lie  on  the  tabic. 

Mr.  NES,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pen- 
sions, made  a  report  upon  the  petition  of  Lathrop 
Foster,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  hia  relief;  which 
was  twice  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  NES,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  Coounittee  on  Invalid  Fcnsloaa  be 


discharged  from  the  cnnsiriemtion  of  the  petition  of  Jonas 
n.  Pmtt,  Williaoi  Irwin,  NaUiaiiiel  Stiiflet,  and  Christian 
Boorman. 

Mr.  CROSS,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  case  of  Captain  Ira  Bald- 
win, accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which 
was  read  twice  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  TILDEN,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  madeadverse  reports  upon  the  petitions 
of  Lewis  Gordon  and  Richard  Oihoudt;  which 
were  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CULLO.M,  from  the  same  committee, 
made  adverse  rcpirts  upon  the  petitions  of  Amos 
Daniels, Thomas  H.  Brown,  William  Allen,  and 
James  Maincs:  which  were  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  PRATT,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  and  Grounds,  made  an  adverse  report 
upon  the  petition  for  a  public  clock;  which  was 
k\id  on  the  table. 

Mr.  P.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  made  a 
report  upon  the  subject  of  additional  buildings  for 
the  War  and  Navy  Departments,  accompanied 
by  a  bill  for  the  same;  which  was  referred  to  tHe 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

Mr.  MoDOWELL,  from  the  Committee  on 
Accounts,  made  a  report  upon  the  petition  of 
George  Page  for  compensation  for  his  machine 
for  cutting  paper  envelopes;  >yhich  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to-mor- 
row. 

Mr.  BURKE,  from  the  Joint  Committee  on  the 
Library,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Thomas  F.  Gordon,  reported  a-joint  resolution 
for  subscription  for  Gordon's  Digest;  which  waa 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House. 

Mr.  B.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
an  adverse  report  upon  the  resolution  of  the 
House  of  the  19th  ultimo,  in  relation  to  the  pur- 
chase of  Russell's  pknetarium;  which  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  RUSSELL,  from  the  Commitee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  made  a  favorable  report  on  the  petition 
of  Bartholomew  Maguire,  and  asked  leave  to 
olTer  a  bill  for  bis  relief. 

Leave  was  granted;  and  the  bill  was  read  a 
second  time,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for 
to-morrow,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  RUSSELL  made  ad  verse  reports  severally 
on  the  petitions  of  James  Burr,  Charles'Young, 
Alexander  Jackson,  Pamelia  Slavin,  William 
Henderson,  Dennis  Doyle,  and  William  Newton; 
all  of  which  were  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  l(ud 
upon  the  table. 

CODE  FOR  THE  NAVT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PARMENTER,  it  was 

ReKhed,  That  thv  letters  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
to  the  House  of  Representatives,  of  J;itiuary  13,  1843,  with 
tile  accompanying  code  of  lulcs  and  rrguliitinns  for  the 
^avy,  be  taken  from  the  files  in  the  Clerk's  office,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Commiuee  ou  Naval  Affaira. 

GENERALS  SCOTT  AND  GAINES. 

Mr. M.BROWN  submitted  a  resolution  in- 
structing the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  t,o 
whom  was  referred  the  Dill  to  divide  the  United 
States  into  two  military  districts,  to  report  to  the 
House,  when  they  should  make  a  report  on  said 
bill,  a  communication  received  from  Major  Gen- 
eral Scott  on  the  same  subject. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  resolution  could 
only  be  received  by  general  consent. 
.    Mr.  HARALSON  objected. 

Mr.  M,  BROWN  moved  to  suspend  the  rules, 
to  enable  him  to  offer  the  resolution  j  but  the  mo- 
tion was  rejected. 

Mr.  ELMER  presented  resolutions  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  Slate  of  New  Jersey,  requesting 
the  Senators  and  Representatives  from  said  State 
in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  to  use  their 
exertions  to  obtain,  during  the  present  session, 
an  appropriation  for  the  commencement  ofa  break- 
water harbor  at  Cape  May ;  which  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

RHODE  ISLAND  AFFAIRS. 

Mr.  BURKE,  from  the  select  committee  to 
which  was  referred  a  memorial  from  the  Demo- 
cratic members  of  the  Legislature  of  Rhode  Island 
on  the  late  transaetions  which  have  occurred  in 
that  Slate,  reported  a  resolution  to  confer  the 
power  to  send  for  persona  and  papers. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  opposetl  the  resolution. 


He  could  not  consent  to  give  to  four  or  five  gen- 
tlemen composing  the  select  committee  such  an 
extensive  power;  they  might  send  for  half  the  in- 
habitants of  Rhode  IslantTunder  such  authority; 
and  such  power  ought  not  to  be  granted  to  any 
committee.  Let  the  committee  report  to  the 
House  the  names  of  the  witnesses  they  desired 
to  call,  and  the  House  would  judge  of  the  neces- 
sity of  calling  them.  He  objected  to  the  recep- 
tion of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  BURKE  was  understood  to  sajr  that  such 
powers  had  been  given  to  other  committees;  and 
he  hoped  the  House  would  not  yield  to  the  sog- 
gestions  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee. 

Mr.  CAU9IN  said  he  was  a  member  of  the 
select  committee  from  which  this  resolution  came; 
but  he  had  not  been  distinctly  awate  that  there 
would  be  a  meeting  of  the  committee  this  morn- 
ing for  any  such  action;  he  hoped,  therefore,  this 
would  not  be  consideretl  as  the  unanimous  report 
of  the  select  committee;  and,  for  himself,  he  ob- 
jected to  it, because  he  could  not  see  anything  that 
could  grow  out  of  it.  It  proposed  no  action;  and 
it  seemed  to  him,  from  such  a  consideration  of  the 
memorial  as  his  opportunities  had  enabled  him  to 
make,  that  the  original  direction  given  to  this 
memorial  was  inappropriate.  If  he  understood 
it,  it  proposed  this:  that  we  should  institute  an 
inquiry,  and  the  House  had  sent  it  to  a  select 
committee — to  do  what?  To  make  a  report.  Waa 
it  intended  that  the  committee  should  report  in- 
terrogatories to  be  proposed  to  the  President? 
Was  it  intended  that  the  committee  should  inquire 
into  the  right  of  the  gentlemen  from  Rhode  Isl- 
and to  their  seats  ?  If  there  was  any  appropri- 
ateness in  the  constitution  of  committees,  such  a 
Bubject  should  have  been  sent  to  the  Committee 
of  Elections;  and  he  should  conclude  with  amo- 
tion that  the  select  committee  be  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  subject.  He  did 
not,  in  fact,  know  what  it  was  proposed  to  do.  If 
he  understood  the  matter,  Rhode' Island  was  now 
a  regularly  organized  State  in  this  Union, invested 
with  all  the  capacity  of  a  sovereign  State,  and  she 
had  been  recognized  as  such. 

Mr.  BURKE  interposed,  and  inquired  if  these 
remarks  wore  in  order  .' 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  resolution  proposed 
to  send  for  persons  and  papers. 

Mr.  BURKE  assentecl,  and  inquired  if  the  gen- 
eral question  referred  to  the  select  committee 
could  be  discussed  under  such  a  resolution? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  the  resolution  did 
not  open  the  whole  merits  of  the  ease;  it  was 
simply  a  resolution  to  give  the  committee  power 
to  send  for  persons  and  papers. 

Mr.  CAIISIN.  Yes,  sir;  and  I  intend  to  con- 
clude by  moving,  as  a  substitute  for  the  gentle- 
man's motion,  tliat  the  committee  be  discharged 
from  the  farther  consideration  of  this  memorial, 
and  that  it  be  remitted  to  the  House  for  its  action. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  may  move 
that  proposition  as  an  amendment  to  the  motion 
of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee. 

Mr.  CAUSIN  said  he  would  then  make  that 
motion;  and  one  of  the  reasons  which  induced 
him  to  do  so  was,  that  he  did  not  know  what 
right  this  House  had  to  inquire  into  the  organiza- 
tion of  a  State.  He  believed  the  citizens  of  the 
State  of  Rhode  Island  were  now  in  the  peaceable 
enjoyment  of  those  rights  which  the  Constitu- 
tion secured  to  every  individual.  Whelt  had  Con- 
gress to  do  with  the  matter?  Were  they  to  sitaa 
a  high  court  of  appeals  for  the  investigation  of 
errors  in  the  formation  of  the  constitutions  of  in- 
dependent Slates  i  Where  wasthe  matter  to  stop  ? 
He  certainly  thought  it  a  most  inappropriate  and 
unconstitutional  mode  of  consuming  the  time 
which  ought  to  be  devoted  to  the  necessary  busi- 
ness of  the  nation;  producing  confusion  and  col- 
lision between  parties  in  that  House,  some  of 
whom  had  exhibited  much  sensitiveness  up(>a 
the  subject  of  Slate  rights.  He  looked  in  vaia 
among  the  delegated  and  implied  powera  con- 
ferred upon  Congress  by  the  Constitntion  for 
any  authority  to  act  upon  such  a'  memorial  aa 
this.  What  did  it  ask  Congress  to  do  ?  To  ask 
certain  questions  of  the  President;  and  to  in- 
quire into  the  election  of  members  of  Congre»« 
from  the  State  of  Rhode  Island:  and  for  what 
purpose.  The  House  hod  already  come  to  a  de- 
cision Dpon  that  subject.  Their  request  came  too 
late;  and  it  came  in  an  improper  form.  It  •■• 
not  such  a  paper  aa  should  be  addressed  to  that 
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House,  calling  for  its  action.  Suppose  the  House 
were  to  go  into  the  investigation:  in  what  would 
i*.  result?  Nothing — absolutely  nothing.  And  as 
for  the  proposition  to  send  for  persons  and  papers, 
vho  was  to  designate  what  witnesses  should  be 
sent  for }  It  would  involve  an  expense  of  public 
time  and  nnoney,  and  be  productive  of  no  ade- 
quate advantage.  He  therefore  moved  that  the 
committee  be  discharged  from  the  further consid- 
eraiion-of  the  memorial. 

Mr.  CRANSTON  said,  in  relation  to  the  course 
which  should  be  taken  in'^eference  to  this  memo- 
rial, for  himself,  personally,  he  felt  but  little  in- 
terest. He  would  begladihowever,  of  an  oppor- 
tunity to  let  the  members  of  the  House  know  a 
little  of  the  true  history  of  the  position  of  affairs 
in  Rhode  Island ;  and  if  the  gentleman  from  New 
Hampshire  [IMr.  Hdrke]  had  no  other  object  in 
view  than  merely  to  inform  the  House  upon  the 
subject,  he  would  be  disposed  to  aiTord  him  every 
facility;  but  he  presumed  the  gentleman  had  some 
other  object,  .if  he  had  not,  however,  he  wa« 
prepared  to  put  him  in  possession  of  evidence 
sufficient  to  satisfy  any  living  honest  man  that 
there  was  not  a  shadow  of  pretense  for  the  noise 
which  the  Democratic  patriots  had  raised  respect- 
ing the  question  of  allegiance  of  Rhode  Island. 

Mr.  BURKE  asked  if  the  gentleman  from 
Rhode  Island  [Mr.  Cranbtok]  did  not,  when  this 
memorial  was  presented,  propose  that  the  com- 
niiitee  to  which  it  was  referred  should  be  author- 
ized to  aend  for  persons  and  papers? 

Mr.  CRANSTON  said  he  did  not;  but  coming 
upon  hiin  by  surprise,  as  the  movement  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  did,  he  was  in-  j 
dined,  and  perhaps  would,  if  the  gentleman  had  i 
withdrawn  his  motion  for  the  previous  question, 
have  made  that  motion.     He  had  no  sort  of  ob-  \ 
jection  that  all  those  men  who  voted  for  Dorr's 
constitution  should  be  brought  forward  to  give  I 
testimony  before  the  committee:  but  he  could  in-  I 
form  the  gentleman  that  many  of  those  persons  { 
whose  names  appeared  insupportofthatconatitu-  ' 
tion  were  in  their  graves,  and  had  been  for  years;  ' 
that  others  were  beyond  the  sea,  and  had  been  for  I 
years.     Where  did  the  gentleman  ex)>ect  to  find  | 
these  men  ?    Whenever  the  gentleman  from  New  | 
Hampshire  thought  proper  to  bring  the  subject  ' 
distinctly  before  the  House,  he  would,  if  his  life  I 
should  be  spared,  bring  up  some,  truths  which 
would  make  the  genlleman  and  his  friends  pull  \ 
their  hats  over  their  eyes.     He  cared  not  whether  ! 
the  committee  were  empowered  to  send  for  per-  [ 
sons  and  papeia  or  not;  be  cared  not  what  men 
or  what  papers  were  brought  here.     He  would  ' 
like  to  see  the  gentleman's  friend,  Dorr  himself,  i 
brought  here,  (but  he  supposed  it  was  notconve- ' 
nieni  for  him  to  come  just  at  present,)  forall  the 
testimony  which  Dorrcould  give  would  be  against 
his  cause.   They  could  never  d{aw  anything  from 
him  except  his  wild  theories  about  universal  lib- 
erty, and  all  that  sort  of  thing.     If  his  frailties 
and  faults,  arising  from  his  speculative  theories, 
were  set  aside,  he  believed  he  was  honest;  he 
believed,  too,  that  he  was  in  the  right  track;  and 
that,  if  the  people  had  been  patient,  he  would  now 
have  been  a  member  of  this  House. 

The  SPEAEIlR  announced  that  the  morning 
hour  bad  expired. 

ELECTION  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CLINGMAN,  after  aome 
conversation  as  to  the  order  of  business,  the  rules 
were  suspended  for  one  hour,  for  the  purpose  of 
proceeding  with  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to 
regulate  the  time  for  holding  elections  for  electors 
of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  0.  being  entitled  to  the,  floor  upon  this  , 
subject,  proceeded  to  address  the  House  in  reply 
to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  , 
Udncam.]    The  gentleman  (lie said)  had  avowed  { 
that  bis  speech  was  intended  for  Buncombe.     He 
happened  to  live  in  Buncombe,  and  he  fell  it  in- 
cumbent upon  hiro,  therefore,  to  make  some  reply 
to  the  eentleman;  though  he  could  assure  him 
that  if  be  intended  such  speeches  as  he  had  made 
for  the  veritable  Buncombe,  the  people  there  were 
rather  too  hard-headed  to  swallow  them.    The 
gentleman  had  disclaimed  going  minutely  into 
details,andhaddeallchi«flyingencrala— in  whole- 
°  sale  falsehoods.     He  would  not  do  more  th&n 
endeavor  to  deal  in  wholesale  facts. 

Mr.  C.  proceeded  to  controvert  the  Btateroents 


of  the  gentleman  in  relation  to  the  comparative 
expenditures  of  Mr.  Van  Buren'sand  the  present 
Atlministration. 

Mr.  C.  then  went  on  to  speak  of  proscription; 
which  (he  said)  he  was  as  much  opposed  to  as 
anybody;  but  he  denied  that  it  had  originated 
with  the  Whig  party;  it  was  commenced  (he  said) 
in  the  first  year  of  General  Jackson's  adminis- 
tration, and  afterwards,  when  the  Whigs  came 
into  power,  they  only  followed  the  example  set 
them  by  a  Deinoeralic  Administration.  He  next 
alluded  to  ihesubjectof  repudiation,  and  charged 
that  the  Democratic  party  had,  instead  of  de- 
nouncing it,  defended  the  States  who  practiced  it; 
and  observed  that  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  on  the  subject  of  morality,  came  with 
a  bad  grace  from  one  of  a  party  that  had  sanc- 
tioned repudiation.  After  speaking  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Whig  party,  he  proceeded  with  a 
high  eulogium  on  the  character  and  services  of 
Mr.  Clay,  attributing  to  him  the  genius  of  The- 
mistocles;  the  candor  and  frankness  of  Calo;  the 
justice  of  Arislides;  and  the  eloquence  of  Tully. 
After  justifying  and  defending  his  vote  against 
the  rule  prohibiting  the  reception  of  abolition 
petitions,  lie  wenton  tospeakof  the  approaching 
presidefitial  election,  and  predicted  the  triumph- 
ant success  of  the  Whig  party. 

He  next  said  the  Whig  part^  had  been  accused 
of  an  abuse  of  the  franking  privilege,  by  sending 
forth,  under  franks,  electioneering  documents  and 
Clay  minstrelsy;  but  did  not  their  opponents  do 
so  too?  He  had  been  informed  that,  within  the 
last  few  days,  fifty  thousand  electioneering  doc- 
uments had  been  sent  forth  in  that  way  by  their 
opponents;  and  what  were  they?  Why,  accounts 
of  Mr.  Clay's  duels,  which  were  designed  to  in- 
fluence the  people  of  Connecticut  and  other  eastern 
States.  The  intention  was  to  influence  "  the  land 
of  steady  habits;"  for  such  documents,  they 
thought,  were  not  calculated  to  do  them  muth 
good  in  the  South.  And  this  was  done  by  the 
party  ofGeneral  Jackson — a  man  who  had  fought 
more  duels  than  ever  Mr.  Clay  did.  He  went  on 
for  some  time,  speaking  on  other  kindred  sub- 
jects; and  when  his  hour  was  nearly  exhaustud, 

Mr.  SCHENCK  asked  permission  to  submit 
an  amendment. 

Mr.  RATH  BUN  claimed  the  floor. 

Mr.  SCHENCKsaidthegentlcmon  from  North 
Carolina  had  not  yet  yielded  the  floor;  and  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  had,  therefore,  no 
right  to  interpose,  unless  he  rose  to  a  question  of 
order. 

Mr.  RATHBUN  said  he  did  rise  to  a  question 

of  order;  for  he  objected  to  this  foisting  ofumend- 

ments  on  pending  bills,  simply  for  the  purpose 

i  of  giving  any  gentleman  a  second  hour  to  apeak 

to-day. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  did  not  yield  the  floor;  and 
the  amendment  was  not  received.  He  then  pro- 
ceeded with  his  remarks  to  the  expiration  of^  his 
hour. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  obtained  the  floor;  but,  as  the 
hour  for  which  the  rules  were  suspended  had  ex- 
pired, he  could  not  proceed. 

Mr   McKAY  called  for  the  orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  moved  a  suspcnston  of  the 
rules,  so  that  the  House  could  proceed  with  the 
consideration  of  the  subject  which  has  been  under 
discussion  to-day. 

The  motion  was  negatived, 

EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATIONS. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing executive  communications: 

1.  A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
transmitting  a  statement  sho^^ing  what  midship- 
men have  been  allowed  to  rate  as  masters'  mates, 

Cersons  i^ho  have  been  entered  as  landsmen,  or 
ays,  i&c;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Aflairs. 

2.  A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  trans- 
mitting a  report  in  relation  to  aflixing,  opposite 
the  name  of  each  person  published  in  the  Army 
and  Navy  Register,  the  amount  of  his  annual 
pay,  and  the  amount  of  pay  for  rations,  servants, 
forage,  &c.,  accompanied  by  two  hundred  and 
twentv-three  copies  of  the  Register. 

3.  A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  trans- 
mitting a  report  upon  the  subject  of  the  survey 
of  the  St.  Louis  harbor,  and  the  amount  of  the 
separate  estimates  for  the  improvement  of  the 
Mississippi,  Arkansas,  and    Missouri   rivers; 


I  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
:  merce. 

ELECTION  OF  ELECTORS. 

'     Mr.  McKAY  moved  that  the  House  resolve 

itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
>  state  of  the  Union. 

I  The  SPEAKER  said  the  motion  was  not  in 
I  order,  as  the  election  bill  was  now  the  order  of 

the  day. 
I     Mr.  McKAY  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rule* 

for  the  purpose  he  had  indicated. 
I     Mr.  SCHENCK,  Mr.  KENNEDY,  of  Mary- 
;  land,  and  others,  called  for  tellers;  and  Messrs. 
I  Greek  and  C.  Joahsok  were  appointed ;  and  they 

reported — ayes  76,  iioes  58;  which  being  less  than 

two  thirds,  the  rulet  were  not  suspended. 
I      Mr.  HOPKINS  moved  a  postponement  of  the 

orders  of  the  day  until  to-morrow. 
I      Mr.  SUM.MERS  and  others  called  for  the  yeas 

and  nays,  and  being  taken;  they  resulted — yeas 

99,  nays  67. 

I  So  the  further  consideration  of  the  election  bill 
i  was  postponed. 

i  MILITART  ACADEMY. 

I  On  motion  of  Mr.  McKAY,  the  House  then 
I  resolved  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
'  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  DromgSolb  in  the 
chair,)  and  took  up  for  consideration  the  bill 
(No.  30)  making  appropriations  for  the  support 
'  of  the  Military  Academy. 

I  Mr.  McKAY  proposed  some  verbal  alterations, 
not  affecting  the  substance,  which  were  concurred 
in.    * 

t  Mr.  HUNGERFORD  moved  to  amend  the  bill 
by  adding  certain  provisions;  which,  at  the  sug- 
gestion of  Mr.  HARALSON,  were  considered 
separately;  the  first  being  to  cut  off  the  allowance 
now  paid  to  military  professors. 
!  Mr.  HARALSON  said  he  would  remark,  for 
the  information  of  the  House,  that  the  subject  of 
a  reduction  of  the  expenditures  of  the  Military 
Academy  had  been  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
Committee  on  Military  Aflairs,  and  was  now 
under  consideration.  He  was  not  authorized  to 
speak  in  detail;  but  he  was  justified  in  saying 
I  that  a  proposition  was  before  the  committee^ 
which  would  be  submitted  to  the  House,  that 
I  would,  if  adopted,  save  thousands  annually  to  the 
Government.  A  considerable  saving  would  be 
proposed  not  only  in  regard  to  the  expeiulitures 
for  the  professors,  but  for  the  cadets.  He  would 
just  mcniion  one  saving  it  was  proposed  to  make, 
and  that  was  to  reduce  the  pay  of  the  cadets  from 
sixteen  In  eleven  dollars  per  month.  The  com- 
mittee believed  that  a  great  reduction  of  expendi- 
ture could  be  made  without  any  injury  either  to 
the  academy  or  to  the  cadets.  It  was  also  pro- 
posed to  reduce  the  expenses  of  this  institution  in 
various  other  ways;  and  he  would,  therefore, 
submit  to  the  gentleman  who  nflered  the  amend- 
ment that  the  right  time  to  make  the  reduction 
he  proposed,  would  be  when  the  report  of  the 
committee  came  in.  If  the  gentleman  should 
then  find  that  the  committee  had  not  gone  as  far 
as  he  thought  necessary,  he  might  move  to  amend 
their  report.  We  are  now  appropriating  money 
to  keep  the  academy  in  existence,  and  the  sub- 
ject of  its  reform  was  not  properly  before  the 
House.  Let  this  appropriation  be  made;  and  if 
the  House  should  hereafter  think  proper  to  cut 
down  the  academy,  the  appropriation  would  not 
be  used,  but  would  be  retained  in  the  Treasury 
to  apply  to  other  objects. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  amend- 
ment was  lost. 

The  next  amendment  was  a  proviso  that  no  al- 
lowance should  be  made  to  the  French  teachei% 
or  drawing-master,  for  servanta.  Tbit  was 
adopted. 

The  next  was  a  proviso  that  no  extra  allow- 
ances should  be  made  to.  the  cadets  above  tbeii 
pay.     Rejected. 

"The  next  amendment  was  a  proviso  that  no  al- 
lowance shall  be  made  for  forage,  and  that  nc 
horses  shall  be  kept  at  the  academy.     Rejected. 

The'  last  amendment  of  Mr.  H.  was  a  proviso 
that  all  supemimierary  second  lieutenants  of  the 
Army,  who  have  graduated  at  the  Military  Acad- 
emy, shall  be  disbanded. 

Mr.  McKAY  observed  that  the  gentleman  had 
better  ofler  this  amendment  when  the  Army  bill 
came  up,  which  would  be  in  a  few  days.    No 
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part  of  thta  appropriation,  he  said,  would  be  ap- 
plied to  lli»  pay  of  these  supernumerary  second 
lieutenants. 

Mr.  HUNGERFORD  then  withdrew  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  HALE  submitted  an  amendment  striking 
out  all  after  the  enacting  clause,  and  submitting 
a  bill  repealing  the  laws  authorizing  the  appoint- 
ment of  cadets,  and  disbanding  the  corps.  He 
offered  this  amendment  in  obedience  to  the  in- 
structions of  the  Legislature  of  his  State;  and  be 
must  bepermitted  to  say  that  no  Legislature  ever 
devolved  on  a  Representative  a  more  willing  duty, 
and  one  more  in  accordance  with  all  the  convic- 
tions of  his  understanding,  as  well  as  his  sense 
of  propriety  and  justice.  The  reasons  which  in- 
duced the  Legislature  of  New  Hampshire  to  give 
such  instructions  were  fully  set  forth  in  the  pre- 
amble and  resolutions  he  had  some  days  since  the 
honor  of  offering  to  the  House.  The  Legislature 
said  that  thoush  this  institution  had  been  in  ex- 
istence upwards  of  forty  years,  and  was  kept  up 
at  an  expense  of  (200,000  annually,  it  failed  to 
furnish  officers  for  the  defense  of  the  country 
except  in  times  of  peace. 

Of  their  inefficiency  in  the  Florida  war  he  was 
.  fully  satisfied.  There  was  a  gentleman  here,  the 
Delegate  from  that  Territory,  [Mr.  Lbtt,]  who 
informed  him  that  the  most  effectual  service  in 
that  war  was  rendered  by  the  citizen  soldiers. 
The  Legislature  of  New  Hampshire  went  on  to 
say  that  the  Military  Academy  was  not  deserving 
of  further  support;  and  their  representatives  in 
Congress  were  directed  to  vote  for  its  abolish- 
ment. The  Legislature  of  Connecticut,  als(^  as 
well  as  the  Legislatures  of  several  other  States, 
had  passed  similar  resolutions,  Mr.  H.  then  gave 
a  history  of  the  rise  and  progress  of  the  Military 
Academy;  showing  that  it  commenced  from  the 
small  beginning  of  an  appropriation  to  provide 
four  teachers  for  a  corps  ofartillery  and  engineers. 
It  had  now,  he  said,  increased  to  such  an  extent 
that  the  Army,  consisting  ofonly  seven  thousand 
men,  had  of^£crs  enough  for  an  army  of  one  hun- 
dred thousand  men,  while  the  academy  was  an- 
nually furnishing  forty  or  fifty  more.  Mr.  H. 
contended  that  there  was  no  more  reason  and 
justice  in  the  Government  educating,  gratuitously,' 
young  men  for  the  military  profession,  than  for 
any  of  the  civil  employments  of  the  country.  It 
was  desirable  that  we  should  have  learned  judges 
on  the  sgpreme  bench,  abfe  andskillfuidiploma- 
lists  to  represent  us  at  foreign  courts,  and  ac- 
complished statesmen  to  serve  the  country  in 
Congress;  and  it  would  be  just  as  proper  for  the 
Government  to  educate  young  men  to  fill  these 
stations  as  to  educate  them  for  the  Army. 

Mr.  J.  BRINKERHOFF  hoped  neither  the 
amendment  nor  the  substitute  would  beadnjiled. 
He  believed  something  in  the  character  of  West 
Point  Academy  was  ncressnry  and  proper;  and 
•  in  this  he  believed  he  was  sustained  by  high  au- 
thority. 

[A  message  was  here  received  from  the  Senate, 
accompanied  by  various  bills  passed  by  that 
body.] 

Mr.  BRINKERHOFF  resumed.  It  must  be  in 
the  recollection  of  every  member  that  this  insti- 
tution, or  a  military  academy  of  some  sort,  had 
been  recommended  by  nearly  all  our  distinguished 
citizen  soldiers  since  the  days  of  the  Revolution. 
If  he  mistook  not,  it  was  recommended  by  the 
Father  of  bis  Country,  and  likewise  by  General 
Jackson.  Our  distinguished  citizen  soldiers, 
(hough  formed  by  nature  to  become  successful 
generals,  felt  the  necessity  of  science;  and  there 
was  one  general  complaint,  in  the  earlier  portion 
of  our  history,  of  the  incompetency  of  our  engi- 
nevrs,  and  the  consequent  necessity  there  was  to 
employ  foreign  adventurers,  on  their  coming  to 
this  country  with  professions  that  could  only  be 
testcd.by  experience.  The  capture  of  Forts  Mont- 
gomery and  Clinton  was,  he  believed,  attributed 
to  the  unskillful  manner  in  which  they  had  been 
projected  and  constructed  by  foreign  adventurers 
calling  themselves  engineers. 

There  were,  he  knew,  many  prejudices  exist- 
ing against  West  Point,  which  sboufd  be  rem(^ed. 
it  was  ircominon  impression  abroad  that  the  youth 
appointed  to  thai  institution  were  the  sons  of  the 
rich  and  posvcrful  and  the  aristocratic;  but  that 
was  not  true.  There  was,  however,  a  growing 
ill  will  towards  that  institution;  and.  its  friends 
(of  which  he  professed  to  be  one)  should  apply 


needful  reforms,  and  thereby  restore  it  to  popular 
favor.  He  apoke  of  the  large  number  of  super- 
numerary second  lieutenants,  who  were  supported 
at  a  large  annual  cost,  for  no  earthly  reason,  and 
said  that  they  should  be  turned  out  to  take  care 
of  themselves,  now  that  the  nation  had  fitted  them 
by  edul:ation  to  follow  any  profession  by  which 
they  might  not  only  live,  but  benefit  the  country 
which  had  done  so  much  for  them.  He  further 
contended  that  it  was  not  necessary  that  all  the 
officers  of  our  Army  should  be  scientific  men;  no 
great  amount  of  service  was  required  to  teach  an 
awkward  squad  how  to  "  shoulder  arms;"  and 
yet,  by  keeping  up  West  Point.  Academy  at  its 
present  slate,  no  young  men  from  civil  life,  what- 
ever might  be  their  qualifications,  could  obtain  a 
commission  in  our  Army.  And  further,  there 
could,  for  (he  same  reason,  be  no  promotions  from 
theranks;and  thus,  that  which  so  (.dvantageously 
gave  superior  efficiency  to  the  French  army,  was 
not  operative  with  us;  while,  if  there  was  a  re- 
publican principle,  that  was  one.  He  deemed  it 
only  necessary  that  the  engineers  and  the  officers 
of  artillery  should  be  graduates  of  the  academy, 
and  that  the  other  commissions  should  be  open  to 
well  qualified  men  from  civil  life,  or  to  operate  as 
a  stimulus  to  the  rank  and  file.  Such  reforjmsas 
these  would  remove  many  existing  objections  to 
the  institution,  and  yet  secure  all  the  benefits 
which  it  was  designed  to  produce;  but  to  abolish 
the  institution,  he  could  not  agree,  nor  did  he  be- 
lieve that  the  country  would. 

Mr.  DANA  rose  to  give  the  reasons  which 
would  induce  him  to  vote  for  the  abolition  of  the 
Military  Academy.  He  was  opposed  to  it  be- 
cause it  was  an  aristocratic  institution.  It  gave 
to  a  few  exclusive  privileges  which  it  denied  to 
the  many.  After  illustrating  that  position,  he 
proceeded  to  contend  that  the  cadets  were  an  an- 
nual charge  on  the  national  Treasury,  without 
any  equivalent  being  given  to  the  nation  for  all 
that  expense,  and  all  the  extra  privileges  which 
were  conferred.  He  further  objected  to  the  man- 
ner of  their  selection.  The  appointment  of  ca- 
dets had  become  an  appendage  to  the  membership 
of  Congress,  and  he  objected  to  (he  bestowal  of 
these  privilcgps  and  this  patronage  on  the  mem- 
bers of  ihis  House,  whereby  they  were  enabled 
to  provide  for  relatives  or  frottgis. 

He  objected  to  it  further,  on  the  ground  of  the 
influence  which  such  power  was  calculated  to  ex- 
ert in  their  legislation.  Judging  by  the  list  of  the 
names  of  cadets,  they  were  appointed  from  the 
Ctmllies  of  members  of  Congress. 

Mr.  GIODINGS  interposed,  and  said  that, 
four  years  ago,  being  applied  to  to  nominate  a 
cadet  for  his  district,  and  having  at  that  time  a 
son  of  the  proper  a>;;e,  he  wrote  to  many  of  the 
prominent  men  of  his  district  to  send  him  the 
name  of  a  candidate;  but  he  could  not  obtain  one. 

Mr.  DANA  said  the  district  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  appeared  to  be  peculiar  in  many  re- 
spects. [Laughter.]  He  then  pursued  the  course 
of  his  remarks  in  opposition  to  the  Military  Acad- 
emy; observing,  as  he  proceeded,  (hat,  if  any 
youth  were  to  be  educated  at  all  at  the  public  ex- 
pense, he  preferred  that  they  should  be  the  chil- 
dren of  thtkpoor.  But  be  objected  to  this  mode 
of  educating  young  men,  because  of  the  feelings 
which  it  prouuccd  among  those  who  were  iis  ob- 
jects. They  deemed  themselves  the  exclusive 
favorites  of  the  nation,  and  they  looked  down,  in 
consequence,  with  no  tittle  contempt  on  the  rest 
of  their  fellow-citizens  by  whose  boun(y  they 
were  fed  and  taught.  They  also  deemed  them- 
selves indispensable  to  the  nation;  and  for  their 
justification  they  had  the  exclusive  legislation  of 
Congress  in  their  favor;  for  they  might  ask,  if  they 
were  notofindispcnsable  importance  to  the  nation, 
why  this  exclusive  legislation,  and  the  conferring 
of  advantages  which  were  denied  to  others?  But 
he  would  ask  whether  this  nation  received  ad- 
vantages which  were  commensurate  with  the  ex- 
penditures which  were  made  for  this  institution? 
He  referred  to  its.  cost,  as  set  forth  in  a  report 
made  to  this  House  by  the  Secretary  of  War  dur- 
ing the  present  session,  and  said  (hat,  since  the 
year  1815,  it  was  upwards  of  four  million  dollars. 
In  that  sum  was  included  about  seven  hundred 
and  (en  thousand  dollars  for  fixtures,  which  was 
not  absolutely  wasted,  though  they  were  of  little 
value  in  any  other  respect  than  as  connected  with 
this  ins(i(u(ion.  The  current  expenses,  then,  of 
educating  the  cadets,  sinc«  the  year  1815,  was 


(3,391,500;  being  an  annual  average  of  about 
one  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  dollars,  and  an 
expense  for  each  cadet  of  something  like  two 
thousand  three  hundred  and  seventy-three  dollars. 
He  went  through  other  statistical  sialemenis, 
showing  the  number  of  cadets  educated  annually, 
the  number  that  graduated  each  year,  and  the  re- 
spective proportions  of  the  gratfuales  that  were 
placed  in  the  Army,  and  that  became  a  burden 
on  the  nation  as  supernumerary  second  lieuten- 
ants, without  any  good  resulting  to  the  coun(ry. 
He  next  proceeded  to  show  the  positive  evils  (ha( 
arose  in  (be  Army  iuclf  from  such«  sy8(em;  (he 
jealousies,  eon(emp(B,  (yrannies,  controversies, 
ending  in  courts  of  inquiry  and  courts-martial, 
and  other  efils  of  considerable  magnitude. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana  offered,  the  following 
amendment: 

Pnrlded,  Thai  the  1010  hi-retofon)  snnnalljr  eipended  is 
support  or llie  Military  Academy  be  expeudnd  under  Itieili- 
rcctioi)  of  tlie  Secretary  of  War,  in  ii^ching  rc«iil»r  mili- 
tary discipline  to  tlic  roluntcer  citizen  <oldtery  of  the  ier- 
eniJ  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HUNT,  the  commi((ee  rose 
and  reported  progress;  and  tbe  House  adjourned. 


The  (hllowins  petitions,  presented  to  day,  were  handed 
to  tlie  reporlerit  hy  ilie  members  presemiiix  tlieni : 

By  Mr.  OWEN  :  'J'lie  ineinurial  of  J.  W.  Gray  and  tn 
hundred  and  lliirty-five  others,  citizens  of  Oliio,  preying 
the  passage  of  a  joint  reaolulion  to  tefDiiiislc  Great  UritsiB^ 
occupation  of  Oregon  ;  and  also  the  paBMO^  of  a  bill  «i- 
tcnditix  jurisdiction  over  that  territory,  aimilar  to  Uiat  wliiHi 
poMted  the  Senate  la#t  aessinn. 

AUo,  the  nicinurial  of  A.  T.  Whight  and  Ibiny-oncoUwn, 
citizens  of  Indiana,  praying  tbe  amied  occupation  of  Ors- 
gon. 

By  Mr.  J.  BRINKERHOFF :  The  memorial  of  mndry 
citizens  of  Loiaine  county,  Ohio,  praying  an  appiopriaUon 
for  tbe  iiuprovenient  of  the  harbor  at  Black  rivnr,  on  Lake 
Erie. 

By  Mr.  ROBINSON :  The  petllinn  of  twelve  hundred 
riiizciie  of  Fullnn,  Oswego  cou.tty.  New  York,  praying  for 
the  reduction  of  (lie  rates  of  poxtngc ;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Coiiiiiiitlec  on  the  Pmx  Odice  anil  Pint  Roads. 

Also,  the  petition  of  one  hundred  citizi^ns  of  the  townof 
Richland,  Oswego  county.  New  York,  praying  for  the  saa» 
object 

by  Mr.  JAMESON:  The  petiUon  of  Francu  VraM, 
praying  that  a  latv  may  he  pnsried  |iermitiing  him  to  relin- 
quish  tn  tile  Goveninieiit  a  tract  of  land  ciiturcd  by  liim  by 
mistake,  and  enter  clsowhero.  in  lieu  tlierrof,  die  samt 
quantity*  the  iietiiinn  of  John  Page  to  the  same  etfect;aiMl 
a  pclilion  signed  by  F.  Wciduinieyer,  postmaster,  and  oae 
hundred  nnit  ci<4hteeii  others,  praying  that  a  mail  route  be 
cstililislied  from  Warsaw  to  Oceola,  niid  from  Utence  lo 
Bolivar ;  all  of  wlitcli  were  appropriately  referred. 

By  Mr.  BOWLIN :  The  memorial  of  ciliiens  of  St. 
Louis,  Missouri,  praying  nil  appropriiilinn  for  renioviagtbe 
obstnirtions  to  the  navigation  of  the  western  rivers;  fat 
the  im[)rovemcnl  of  the  Si.  l.ouU  liarbor,  and  for  other 
purposes ;  winch  was  referred  to  Uie  Committee  of  tbe 
Wliole  ou  the  state  of  tlie  Union,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
bill  (No.  I'M)  reported  by  the  Cnmmitten  on  (Joounivtc, 
entitled  **  A  ttill  making  appropriations  for  the  iraproveniest 
of  certain  rivers  and  linrbtirs." 

By  Mr.  BLACK  WELL:  The  memorial  of  JaoMs  Mit- 
chell, asking  pay  fur  losses  sustained  by  bis  fliiher  donug 
the  revuhiiionary  war ;  which  was  referred  le  (be  Om- 
mittec  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

By  Mr.  WHBATON  :  The  petition  of  Blisba  F.  Kich- 
ards,  of  the  county  of  Onondaga,  New  York,  pnyiog  tor 
relief. 

By  Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee:  The  petition  of  Thoam 
J.  Williams  and  otiiers,  for  a  mail  route  from  Fayetteville 
to  Salem,  Tennessee ;  which  was  referred  lo  the  Coniait- 
tee  on  the  I'n.^i  oiDcc  and  Post  Roads. 

By  Mr.  TYLER:  The  petition  of  Morris  Norton  tad 
others,  of  Cliautauquc  county.  New  York,  praying  for  « re- 
ducUon  of  the  rates  of  postage. 

By  Mr.  Kl.  JOHN  :  The  petition  of  James  Rankin.  a.<kiag 
extra  allowance  for  his  services  as  inter)ireter  for  tbe  (Jai; 
ted  Stales  to  the  Wyandot  indittns  in  Otiio. 

lly  Mr.  KtiNNEDV,  of  Indiana:  The  petition  of  Joba 
Mnnre  and  olliers,  citizens  of  nortllem  Iruliai.a,  |sariiiglbe 
esuiblisliment  or  a  mail  route- from  Maumee  Pily,  Ohio,  to 
White  Pigeon,  Michigan  ;  wliicli  wns  referreil  to  tJlc  Co»- 
niitlee  on  the  Post  Olhce  nnd  Post  Roads. 

By  Mr.  OWEN  :  The  memorial  of  John  D.  WilHlsaoa 
and  iwenty.seven  oihers  ;  liie  memorial  of  Tliomas  Car- 
penter and  one  hundred  and  four  others;  Uie  ineainrisl or 
Abel  Ray  and  nineiy-five  oihers;  the  memorial  o(T,L. 
Langdon  and  one  liundred  and  forty  others  ;  ihr  mcniooftl 
of  Larken  Burchfield  and  ninety-seven  nUicrs;  t*"' ■*" 
niorial  of  B.  H.  Criswell  and  one  hunilred  and  tinny  lire  . 
others;  the  memorial  of  E.  G.  Clarke  and  fony-eigbtoiliein 
the  memorial  of  Moses  P.  Condict  and  eighty  one  ntbeisj 
the  memorial  of  Elijah  D  Jnncit  and  one  hiindreil  ««d 
forty-nine  others;  the  memorial  of  P.  C.  Hinnnond  and 
ninety-four  oUiersi  the  memorial  of  Henry  Gray  and  oae 
liundre.l  and  sixty-three  others;  the  memorial  of  J.tow* 
Cross  and  forty  three  olliers  ;  llic  memorial  of  Daniel  HssJ 
and  eight  two  others;  tlie  memorial  of  t).  H.  En6erMa»| 
seveiily-six  others ;  tlie  memorial  of  Robert  Wisid  aM 
thirty  others ;  the  memorial  of  Henry  Lovely  and  ibiny- 
four  others  ;  the  memorial  of  John  Buker  and  Hily-ier^ 
others ;  the  memorial  of  W.  Burr  and  one  hundred  ass 
tliirl|htwo  others  ;  tlie  memorial  of  Jolin  M.  Andersonass 
Uiirty-seven  others;  the  memorial  of  George  Fortney ass 
one  hundred  and  iwonly-lwo  others ;  alt  praying  a  P""',^ 
certain  lands  iu  tbe  Viuceuues  land  di«irict,  lydiaaa,  w 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1844. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


367 


tlie  porpnse  of  extftndinff  and  cotnpli^iinK  the  Wabaiih  and 
Erie  cuiiat,  I'mm  Terru  iluuie,  on  the  wabash,  to  fivans- 
vtllc,  on  ibe  Oliio. 

By  Mr.  IIBNLEV:  The  prtilinn  of  Leonard  Dams  and 
otherv,  frraynif  the  eslnblisbment  ofa  new  post  route  from 
Paris  li>  Kaiil  Uarilit's  residence,  in  Jenniiifis  county,  Indi- 
ana; wliich  vras  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  Olid  Fust  Ooods. 


IN  SENATE. 

Fridat,  March  8, 1844. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore  lafd  before  the 
Senate  a  communication  from  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, transmitting,  in  compliance  with  a  re*o- 
lution  of  tlie  Senate  of  ]6th  January  last.infortn- 
ation  in  relation  to  the  appointment  of  acting 
midshipmen  since  the  4th  of  August,  ]844i  which 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

«  PETITIONS,  ETC. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  a  letter  from  the 
elerk  of  the  Common  Council  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  inclosing  a  memorial  from  that  board,  pray- 
ing Congress  to  pass  a  law  authorizing  a  survey 
of  the  coast  and  harbor  of  that  city,  with  a  view 
to  B  new  location  of  the  improvements  of  the 
navy-yard  there,  and  the  erection  of  a  dry -dock; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Aflnirs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

M  r.  CRITTENDEN  presented  a  petition  from 
upwards  of  one  hundred  inhabitants  of  Kentucky, 
praying  Congress  to  pass  such  a  law  as  will  place 
the  Oregon  territory  under  the  armed  protection 
of  the  Government  of  the  United  States;  which 
was  referreil  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mp.  WHITE  presented  a  memorial  from  sun- 
dry inhabitants  of  Troy,  New  York,  praying 
Congress  to  grant  to  the  State  of  Indiana  the 
unsold  lands  in  the  Vincennes  land  district,  for 
the  purpose  of  completing  the  Wabash  and  Erie 
canal  to  the  Ohio  river;  also,  a  memorial  from 
sundry  citizens  of  Indiana  on  the  same  subject; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  the  treasurer  of  Indiana, 
pray  in;  Congress  to  pass  a  law  ordering  the  clerk 
of  the  IJniteu  States  court  to  enlersatisfaclion  on 
a  judgment  which  the  United  States  obtained 
against  Indiana  for  duties  on  certain  railroad  iron, 
which  was  not  laid  down  in  the  time  prescribed 
by  law  for  allowing  such  iron  to  be  imported  free 
of  duty,  upon  the  payment  of  the  costs  by  the 
said  State;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  a  memorial  from 
Edward  Needles  and  others,  citizens  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, respectfully  asking  Congress  to  lake  meaa- 
ures  for  so  amending  the  Constitution  and  laws 
of  the  United  States  as  to  embrace  in  them  the 
substance  of  Ihe^provisions  of  the  Mosaic  law, 
which  are  found  in  the  15th  and  16lh  verses  of 
the  23d  chapter  of  Deuteronomy. 

[The  following  are  the  verses  to  which  the  me- 
morial refers: 

•     ■<  15.  Thou  sbalt  not  deliver  unto  bis  master  the  servant 
which  is  escaped  trom  lii^  roaster  unto  thee, 

•'  IS.  lie  shall  dwell  wiUi  thee  in  that  place  which  he 
shall  clitiose  in  one  of  thy  ^aUitf  where  it  lilcelh  bim  best: 
tbou  shaJt  nut  oppress  hiin."J 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KING,  the  question  of  re- 
ception on  the  memorial  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  also  presented  a  memorial 
from  a  number  of  citizens  of  Pennsylvania  stating 
that  it  was  most  manifest  that  an  extraordinary 
beneficial  result  had  flowed  from  the  trrilTof  1*843, 
and  requesting  that  it  may  not  be  changed  in  any 
manner  until  ascertained  from  facts  that  such 
change  would  be  for  the  better;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  EVANS  presented  a  petition  from  James 
N.  Cooperand  others,  citizens  of  Maine,  asking 
for  an  appropriation  of  ^1U,U00  for  the  purpose 
of  removing  the  obstructions  in  the  navigation  of 
the  Kennefijck  rivfer;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  FAIRFIELD  presented  a  petition  from 
Stephen  Snow  for  a  pension;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  ATCHISON  presented  a  memorial  from  i 
the  citizens  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  praying  for 
an  appropriation  for  the  removal  of  the  obstruc- 
tions in  the  navigation  of  the  western  rivers, and 
for  the  improvement  of  the  St.  Louis  harbor,  and 


for  other  purposes;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  BAYARD  presented  a  memorial  from 
Lieutenant  G.  T.  St.  Clair,  of  the  United  States 
Navy,  asking  for  compensation  for  |he  perform- 
ance of  duties  of  a  higher  grade;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  presented  a  memorial  from 
Captain  N.  P.  Briltingham,  asking  indemnity  for 
the  seizure  of  his  brig  in  the  port  of  Vera  Cruz 
by  the  Mexican  Government,  in  1826,  and  the 
destruction  of  the  property  on  board;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations^ 

BILL  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill 
to  confirm  to  the  State  of  Indiana  certain  land  se- 
lected by  that  Slate  to  aid  in  the  construction  of 
the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses; which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals, 

NOTICE  OF  A  BILL.  ! 

Mr.  BREESE  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on  ; 
to-morrow,  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  provid- 
ing for  the  sale  of  the  reserved  lands  in  Illinois, 
Winconsin,  and  Iowa,  supposed  to  contain  lead 
ore. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BAGBY,  leave  was  granted 
to  withdraw  from  the  files  the  papers  of  Thomas 
J.  Stone.  They  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Claims. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  BATES,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  James  H.  Bradford  for  a 
pension,  be  taken  from  the  flies,  and  relbrred  to  Ibe  Com- 
mittee on  Pension*. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MERRICK,  it  was 
OrJeredf  That  the  memorial  of  certain  citizens  of  Wash 
infton,  praying  for  an  act  of  incorporation  for  a  company 
to  liRhi  the  city  with  gas,  be  taken  from  the  flies,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  VummiUee  on  Ibe  District  of  Oolambia. 

REPORTS  PROH  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  BERRIEN,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary 
Reeside,  administratrix  of  the  late  will  and  testa- 
ment of  James  Reeside,  deceased;  which  waa 
read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BERRIEN,  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary  was  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  petitions  of  James  Robert- 
son, Robert  H.  Bayard,  and  others,  ossignees  of 
the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States,  chartered  by 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  praying  the  repayment 
of  a  sum  of  money  advanced  by  that  bank  to 
Williamson  Smith,  a  contractor  of  the  Govern- 
ment for  the  removal  of  the  Cherokee  Indians, 
and  allowed  by  the  accounting  officer  in  the  set- 
tlement of  his  accounts;  and  it  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  was  discharged  from  Ihe 
further  consideration  of  certain  documents  from 
the  Treasury  Department,  embracing  contracts 
for  1843,  for  building  light-houses,  &c.,  and  they 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  by  direc- 
tion of  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  certain  doc- 
uments relating  to  expenditures  for  the  hospital 
fund  for  the  relief  of  sick  and  disabled  seamen, 
were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  nf  Mr.  BAYARD,  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs  was  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  petition  of  Charles  W.  Den- 
nison,  for  an  increase  of  appropriation  for  the 
naval  hospital  fund;  and  the  petition  of  citizens 
of  Maine,  praying  that  the  spirit  ration  in  the 
Navy  may  be  discoottnued, 

PORT  OF  BNTRT  AT  LAFAYETTE. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr. 
JoHNsoH  yesterday,  was  taken  up  and  agreed  to: 

Reiotreit,  That  the  copy  of  a  resolution  adopted  by  the 
Mayor  and  Council  of  the  city  of  Lulhyctte,  on  the  &tli  6C 
February  last,  herewith  presented  ;  and*  copy  of  the  res- 
olution of  the  Council  and  municipality  No.  3  of  tlie  city 
of  New  Orleans,  passed  on  the  IJth  of  January,  16-U, 
herewith  presented,  be  referred  to  the  Cnmmiltee  on  Com- 
merce ;  and  that  the  said  committee  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  establiatiiiig  a  port  of  entry  at 
the  city  of  Lafayette. 

HOUSE  BILLS  REFERRED. 

Several  House  bills  were  then  read  twice,  and 
appropriately  referred.  | 


PUBLIC  BUILDING  AT  TUSCALOOSA. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  KING,  it  was 

Reioheil,  That  Uic  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  In- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expt'dicnoy  of  making  an  ap- 
propriation for  the  crecUon  of  a  building  for  Uie  accommo- 
dation of  the  disuict  court  held  at  Tuscaloosa,  in  Uie  Stats 
of  Alabama.  • 

Mr.  KING  presented  a  letter  from  the  district 
judge  there  upon  the  subject;  which  was  referred 
to  the  same  committee. 

FOX  AND  WISCONSIN  RIVERS. 
The  bill  to  grant  a  certain  quantity  of  land  to 
aid  in  the  improvement  of  the  Fox  and  Wiscon- 
sin rivers,  and  to  connect  the  same  by  a  canal  in 
the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  came  up  in  its  order; 
the  question  pending  being  on  the  adoption  of  the 
amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Hatwood,  as  an 
additional  section  to  the  bill,  as  follows: 

That  the  lands  appropriated  by  the  bill  shall  be  taken 
by  Wisconsin,  in  part  of  the  five  hundred  thoUKand  acres 
secured  or  pledg.^d  to  said  Territory  wlien  it  shall  become 
a  Blate.  by  force  of  the  eighth  section  of  the  act  of  4tll 
September,  1841 ,  entitled  **An  act  to  appropriate  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  and  to  gram  preemp- 
tion rights.** 

The  yeas  and  nays  had  been  ordered  on  the 
above. 

After  some  remarks  by  Mr.  TALLMADGE, 
on  certain  modifications  proposed  by  him  to  'the 
above,  so  as  to  make  it  conform  to  the  language 
of  the  eighth  section  of  the  distribution  law  to 
which  it  referred;  and  by  Mr.  HAYWOOD,  in- 
sisting on  his  amendment,  the  following  modi6- 
cation  was  agreed  upon  by  those  Senators,  and 
adopted  by  the  Senate: 

Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  lands  hereby  appropri- 
ated shall  be  taken  by  Wisconsin  in  part  of  the  Ave  hundred 
tliousand  acres  granted,  or  to  be  aranted,  to  said  Territory 
when  it  sliall  become  a  State,  by  lorce  of  the  eighth  scclion 
of  the  act  to  appropriate  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands,  and  to  grant  preemption  rights. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  moved  further  to  amend  the 
bill  by  striking  out  so  much  as  allowed  the  loca- 
tion of  lands  elsewhere  than  on  the  line  of  the 
proposed  improvement,  in  the  following  words: 

*•  When  the  secflons  hereby  [granted]  appropriated,  or 
any  part  thereof,  shall  have  been  sold,  other  vacant  lands 
snail  be  selected  in  lieu  Uiereof,  under  the  direction  of  tbe 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. " 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  said  that  the  Senator  from 
New  York  [Mr.  Tallmadok]  wottjd  understand 
that  the  whole  of  this  route  consisted  of  two  al- 
ternate sections,  six  hundred  and  forty  thousand 
or  six  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  acres.  Accord- 
ing to  the  report  of  the  Coihmissioner  of  the 
Land  Office  there  was  not  upon  this  route,  one 
hundred  and  ten  miles  in  length,  a  township,  ex- 
cept three,  that  was  not  settled  upon  by  private 
inhabitants;  and  the  probability  was,  that  the 
whole  of  these  sections  worth  having  were  now 
occupied,  without  having  yet  been  entered  at  the 
land  office. 

Congress  had  already  given  Wisconsin  up- 
wards of  two  hundred  thousand  acres  of  land, 
which  were  to  come  out  nf  her  five  hundreil 
thousand,  for  the  purpose  of  connecting  the  Mil- 
waukee and  Rock  rivers.  These  two  hundred 
thousand  acres  were  grants  to  that  Territory  to 
build  a  canal.  He  had  not  yet  heard  that  the 
canal  had  been  constructed,  or  that  the  contiguous 
lands  had  increased  in  value.  This  grant,  already 
made,  added  to  the  three  hundred  and  twenty-five 
thousand  acres  proposed  to  be  given  to  Wiscon- 
sin, would  make  upwards  of  twenty  thousand 
acres  more  than  she  was  entitled  to  under  the 
operation  of  the  distribution  act.  Now,  he  was 
perfectly  willing  to  throw  in  the  twenty  thousand 
acres  for'good  measure,  and  to  execute  the  act  to 
its  full  extent;  but  nothing  more. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  remarked  that  the  gentle- 
man was  mistaken  in-  regard  to  the  quantity  of 
land  which  had  already  been  granted  to  Wiscon- 
sin. There  had  been  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
three  thousand  acres  given  herfor  iheMilwaukee 
canal,  and  not  two  hundred  or  two  hundred  and 
twenty  thousand, as  the  gentleman  supposed.  All 
that  was  asked,  according  to  the  Senator's  [Mr. 
Hatwood]  own  interpretation  of  the  eighth  sec- 
tion of  the  distrtbution  act  was  to  deduct  out  of 
the  five  hundred  thousand  acres  pledged  to  Wis- 
consin, the  quantity  which  it  was  now  proposed  to 
grant. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  proposed 
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8mendment;>and  it  was  rejected — yeas  15,  nays 
23;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Mewn.  Allen,  Ba?by,  Clayton,  Colqnil,  P»ir- 
flcld,  Fulton,  Hnywoixl,  Hu;rr,  Kiiiii,  McDuflie,  Pearcc, 
Bemple,  Sevier,  Slurguon,  and  VVoodliury— 15. 

NAYS— MeBsrs.Archf  r,  Barrow,  Bales,  Derrien,  Breesje, 
Cltoaie,  Criltfndcn,  Dayton,  Evans,  foster,  iiaunecan, 
Henderson.  Jolin50u,  Jarnagin,  Mangutn,  Merrick,  Miller, 
Moretacdd,  Porter,  Tallmadfe,  Uphain,  Walker,  and  Wood- 
bridge— 33. 

Mr.  ALLEN  submitted  the  following  amend- 
ment to  the  last  section  of  the  bill: 

Proridtd,  That  tbis  act  ahnll  nnt  lake  effect  until  ">' 
LegiflBtiKe  AMembly  of  the  Territory  of  Wiaconain  ehall 
bave  attniAed  its  acceptance  of  the  proviaiona  of  tbis  act. 

Mr.  A.  remarked  that  this  amendment  was  not 
introduced  from  any  motive  of  hostility  to  the 
grant  possessed.  He  was  favorable  to  the  im- 
provement. His  object  was  to  guard  the  inter- 
ests of  that  Territory.  He  would  willingly  vote 
double  the  quantity  of  land,  if  necessary;  but, 
whatever  was  granted,  he  wished  the  Legislative 
Council  of  that  Territory  to  express  an  accept- 
ance of  the  terms  upon  which  it  was  granted. 
Mr.  A.  was  proceeding  to  enforce  the  propriety  of 
bis  amendment  by  some  further  remarks,  but 
w^s  interrupted  by 

Mr.  MERRICK,  who  suggested  the  propriety 
of  laying  the  bill  on  the  table  till  to-morrow,  with 
a  view  of  going  into  executive  session. 

Mr.  ALLEN  acquiesced;  and  the  bill  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  executive  btisiness;  and,  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  adjourned  till  Monday  next. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 

PaiOAT,  March  8,  1844. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved . 

(The  Speaker  has  appointed  Mr.  Stetson  a 

member  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  in 

tl\e  place  of  Mr.  Bearoslbt,  resigned.] 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Indiana,  by  leave,  reported 
a  joint  resolution,  which  was  read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  ex- 
tend the  provisions  of  a  joint  resolution  entitled 
"A  joint  resolution  authorizing  certain  certifi-^ 
cttes  of  deposit  to  be  canceled  and  reissued," 
approved  February  28,  1839. 

RHODE  ISLAND  MEMORIAL. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  the  first  business 
in  order  to  Ire  a  resolution  offered  by  the  gentle- 
man from  New  Hampshire,  [Mr.  Bdrke,]  em- 
powering the  select  committee  on  the  memorial 
of  certain  members  of  the  Rhode  Island  Legisla- 
ture to  send  for  persons  and  papers. 

Mr.  CRANSTON  being  entitled  to  the  floor, 
addressed  the  House  in  continuation  of  his  re- 
marks commenced  yesterday.  Before  proceed- 
ing with  the  simple  and  brief  history  of  the  affairs 
of  Rhode  Island,  which  he  proposed  giving,  he 
would  advert  for  a  moment  to  a  statement  which 
lie  observed  in  the  papers  this  morning,  which 
represented  him  as  declaring,  in  the  remarks 
which  he  made  yesterday,  that  he  believed  Mr. 
Dorr  to  be  an  honest  man.  He  would  not  say 
that  this  was  a  mistake  of  the  reporters,  for,  in 
the  excitement  of  the  lAoment,  he  may  have  used 
that  language;  but,  if  so,  he  certainly  intended  it 
to  have  been  accompanied  with  some  qualifica- 
tion; because  he  could  not,  at  the  same  time,  ad- 
mit that  he  was  a  man  of  learning  and  talents, 
and  an  honest  man.  What  he  intended  to  say, 
in  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire, 
was,  that  if  Dorr  were  here  himself  to  give  testi- 
mony about  the  material  facts  in  the  case,  about 
the  details  attending  the  adoption  of  his  consti- 
tution, his  belief  was  that  he  would  state  the 
truth. 

He  had  no  ambition  to  make  a  speech,  because 
he  believed  it  would  not  be  in  his  power  to  make 
one  which  would  be  gratifying  to  the  House.  He 
would  endeavor  merely  to  lay  before  the  House 
a  true  history  of  what  was  termed  the  Rhode 
Island  question.  This  was  his  only  object;  and 
though,  from  what  he  had  seen  since  he  had  been 
in  that  House,  he  could  not  flatter  himself  that 
he  could  command  the  attention  of  the  House, 
especially  that  portion  of  it  whichlie  desired  par- 
ticularly to  secure — he  meant  the  gentleman  from 
New  Hampahire  and  his  Democratic  friends — 
still  he  would  indulge  the  hope  that  they  would 
give  him  some  small  degree  of  attention;  and  he 


pledged  himself,  in  giving  an  account  of  the  trou- 
bles in  Rhode  Island,  ihalhe  would  state  nothing 
which  he  could  not,  of  his  owii  knowledge,  state 
positively  to  be  true.  He  would  not  deal  in  facts 
which  he  wo^  not  personally  acquainted  with; 
for,  with  the  entire  history  of  the  troubles,  so  far 
as  they  had  met  the  public  eye,  he  was  familiar, 
from  the  commencement  to  the  close.  So  far  as 
Mr.  Dorr's  original  projects  and  designs  were 
concerned,  he  had  them  from  his  own  mouth; 
and  he  would  believe  what  he  got  from  his  own 
mouth,  sooner  than  he  would  the  declarations  of 
aH  or  any  of  his  friends. 

This  question  struck  him  as  being  one  of  infi- 
nite moment.  It  seemed  to  him  that  no  question 
which  had  ever  engaged  the  thoughts  of  man  was 
more  full  of  deep  and  fearful  consequences,  not 
only  to  the  people  of  this  country,  but  In  the 
whole  civilized  world.  And  yet  the  question  itself 
lay  in  a  nut-shell.  It  was  merely  this:  whether 
the  people,  at  all  times,  and  when,  and  where, 
and  how  they  pleased,  might  change  their  form 
of  government.'  It  was  avowed  by  Mr.  Dorr  and 
his  friends  that  they  had  the  right.  We  deny  it. 
And  it  was  perhaps,  with  the  view  of  carrying 
out  this  object  that  Mr.  Dorr,  aided  by  worse 
Dorrmcn  out  of  Rhode  Island,  threw  that  State 
into  turmoil  and  confusion. 

He  intended  to  review  the  subject  very  briefly, 
for  he  could  do  iti>ut  briefly  in  the  time  allotted 
to  him.  It  would  require  six  hours  at  least, 
merely  to  detail  that  part  of  the  history  of  their 
troubles,  which  was  most  important,  and  in  which 
every  man  in  the  country  had  a  deep  and  an 
abiding  interest. 

He  would  admit,  for  the  sake  of  argument, 
(what  was  directly  the  reverse  of  the  fact,)  that 
everything  statec*  in  that  memorial  was  strictly 
true.  He  would  admit  it  to  be  true,  and  then  he 
would  ask  the  House  if  the  co\irse  of  the  gentle- 
man from  New  Hampshire  to  remedy  the  troubles 
or  supposed  troubles  ofhis  friends,  was  the  proper 
course.'  What  had  this  House  to  do  with  the 
matter?  What  had  this  Government  to  do  with 
hi  Rhode  Island  was, a  sovereign  Slate,  not- 
withstanding it  was  so  small  that  they  could 
almost  span  its  bounds.  But  he  maintained  that 
the  memorial  was  utterly  false. 

Mr.  C.  went  on,  and  gave  a  description  of  the 
charter  under  which  Rhode  Island  had  been  gov- 
erned, including  the  qualification  of  voters,  up  to 
1834.  No  man ,  up  to  that  lime,  had  ever  thought 
of  changing  the  elective  franchise.  You  might 
as  well  have  talked  to  the  old  blue-stocking  farm- 
ers of  Rhode  Island  of  giving  away  their  farms, 
as  to  talk  to  them  about  changing  the  qualifica- 
tions of  voters.  If  this  were  true,  (as  he  vouched 
it  to  be,)  how  stood  the  declaration  made  in  the 
memorial,  that  they  had  been  waiting  for  so  long 
a  time,  and  anxiously  petitioning  for  a  change  in 
their  charter?  Mr.  C.  referred  to  an  abortive 
attempt  that  had  been  made  to  extend  the  right 
of  suffrage  in  the  Legislature,  which  had  the  en- 
tire control  of  the  subject.  In  1834,  Mr.  Dorr 
and  some  of  his  friends  began  to  talk  about  an 
extension  of  the  right  of  suffrage,  thinking  it  then 
a  favorable  opportunity  to  broach  the  subject;  but 
no  soVt  of  countenance  was  given  to  it.  The 
proposition  received  but  four  votes.  In  1834,  a 
convention  was  called,  of  which  Mr.  Dorr  was  a 
member,  and  at  which  were  present  Mr.  Potter, 
(the  father  ofhis  colleague,)  and  several  other  of 
the  ablest  men  of  the  Stale.  When  the  proposi- 
tion to  extend  the  right  of  sufiVnge  was  made  in 
thai  convention,  it  was  laughed  at,  both  by  the 
Federalists  and  Democrats;  the  Democrats,  if 
anything — particularly  the  Jackson  men — were 
more  strongly  opposed  to  it  than  the  other  party. 
Again,  in  1836,  4I  tlie  January  session  of  the 
General  Assembly,  when  the  Legislature  was 
Democratic  in  bolli  branches, the  election  law 
was  revised — the  bill  for  that  purpose  having  been 
introduced  by  Col.  Atwell  himself,  one  of  the 
memorialists.  Now,  if  there  had  been  any  great 
desire  on  the  paiiof  the  people  to  extend  the  elec- 
tive franchise,  would  not  this  have  been  a  favor- 
able opportunity  to  do  it?  If  the  people  had  been 
clamorous  for  such  a  change,  as  the  meroorialisu 
state,  would  they  not  have  insisted  on  its  being 
done  at  that  time  ?  Two  years  after  that  book  of 
Dorr's  was  written,  the  election  law  was  revised, 
and  no  change  attempted  in  tlie  elective  franchise, 
though  both  Dorr  and  Atwell  were  members  of 
i  the  Legislature. 


No  change  whatever  was  attempted,  except  one, 
which  was  an  amendment,  introduced  in  sport,  to 
extend  the  right  of  voting  to  the  tax  qualification. 
He  believed  that  a  number  of  (he  signers  of  this 
memorial  were  members  of  the  Legislature;  and 
yet  this  proposition  received  but  two  voles  in  a 
Democratic  House  of  Representatives,  Mr.  Dorr 
being  a  member  of  it.  Now,  did  this  correspond 
with  the  assertion  that  these  people  haS  been 
waiting  and  beseeching  the  Legislature  for  yeara 
to  extend  th^'ghtof  sufl'rage?  It  gave  him  great 
pain  that  there  were  men  found  in  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island  whom  he  had  seen  lake  the  oath  to 
support  the  Constitution,  who  could  sign  a  me- 
morial (Containing  so  many  misrepresentations, 
and  intended  for  the  purpose  of  trampling  down 
that  very  Constitution.  It  was  stated  in  the  me- 
morial that,  if  the  President  of  the  United  Stairs 
had  not  interferred,  the  new  governnient  w^ld 
have  been  established  and  gone  into  operation. 
He  was  in  the  Legislature  at  the  time  when  many 
of  these  men,  if  they  were  to  be  believed,  were 
very  anxious  to  have  the  troubled  waters  seuled. 
Mr.  Tyler  sent  no  troops  into  Rhode  Island  that 
he  knew  of;  there  was  no  rebellion  or  commotion, 
and  the  people  were  quietly  deliberating  about 
changing  their  form  of  government.  Mr.  C.  then 
went  on  to  notice  various  parts  of  the  memorial, 
and  denied  the  truth  of  the  statements  conutiued 
in  them. 

He  continued  to  speak  on  the  subjects  embraced 
in  the  Rhode  Island  memorial  until  the  expiration 
ofhis  hour. 

Mr.  RATHBUN  next  obtained  the  floor,  and 
said  the  House  had  referred  to  a  special  commit- 
tee, of  which  he  was  a  member,  a  comraunicalioa 
from  twenty-six  members  of  the  Legislature  of 
Rhode  Island;  and  if  it  was  expected  that  they 
should  make  a  report,  he  presumed  the  House 
would  give  them  such  authority  as  would  enable 
them  to  procure  all  necessary  information  for  a 
proper  discharge  of  their  duties.  In  committee, 
be  had  been  unwilling  to  agree  to  the  resolution 
^eing  reported  until  he  was  satisfied  that  it  would 
not  cause  much  expenditure,  a  few  witnesses  only 
being  requisite  to  give  the  information  which  the 
committee  required. 

In  reference  to  some  observations  made  yester- 
day by  one  member  of  the  committee,  [Mr.  Ciu- 
SIN,]  he  made  some  reply,  and  observed  that  if  . 
that  gentleman  had  been  present  in  the  committee- 
room  when  their  chairman  was  instructed  to  make 
this  report,  he  would  have  found  a  unanimity  of 
feeling  in  regard  to  it.  He  next  addressed  him- 
self to  the  speech  of  the  gentleman  from  Rhode 
Island,  [Mr.  Cranston,]  and  commented  on  the 
position  which  that  gentleman  assumed.  He  had 
asked  the  House  to  take  his  unsupported  assev- 
erations in  opposition  to  the  statements  of  twenty- 
six  gentlemen  of  the  Rhode  Island  Legislature, 
who  were,  for  anything  that  appeared  to  the  con- 
trary, as  respectable  as  himself;  but  he  appre- 
hended the  House  would  deem  it  necessvy  to 
have. more  than  one  voluntary  witness  before  it 
agreed  to  brand  with  falsehood  so  large  a  number 
of  the  representatives  of  the  people  in  one  of  the 
States  of  the  Union.  The  gentleman  from  Rhode 
Island  had  talked  of  "  rufllanism"  in  that  Sute, 
and  of "  Algerines;"  but  if  the  proposition  he 
had  made  to  this  House  was  not  a  specimen  of 
"Algerinism,"  he  apprehended  it  was  not  to  b< 
found  in  Rhode  Island.  When  that  gentleman 
asked  the  House  to  take  his  unsupported  word, 
and  on  that  to  pronounce  twenty-six  gentlemen 
in  Rhode  Island  to  be  liars,  be  must  surely  hats 
supposed  that  he  was  appealing  to  a  House  of 
"Algerines,"  and  not  to  the  American  House  of 
Representatives. 

After  a  few'  other  observations, 

The  SPEAKER  announced  the  expiratioB 
of  the  morning  hour;  and  the  subject  went 
over. 

CONRAD  HOUSE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  POTTER,  of  Ohio,  the 
House  agreed  to  reconsider  the  vote  of  yesterday, 
by  which  an  adverse  report  from  the  Coramitiee 
of  Claims,  on  the  case  of  Conrad  House,  was  laid 
on  the  table.  Additional  information  faariDg  been 
furnished,  the  whole  case  was  referred  back  to 
that  committee. 

THE  TARIFF. 

Mr.  McKAY,  from  the  Committee  of  W«y« 
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and  Means,  reported  the  following  bill  to  modify 
and  amend  the  tariff*  act  of  the  laat  Congress: 

A  bill  to  modify  nnd  amend  ibe  met  entitled  **  An  act  to  pro- 
vidt!  revenue  ffxim  init>ort<,  nnd  to  change  and  modify  ' 
exiftinf  IttWtf  finpcMliix  duiie*  on  imporu,  uDd  for  otbur  { 
|NrpoM«}"  approved  3Uili  August,  ltt43. 

SccnON  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  Ike  Senate  aitd  HotiM  o/  Af]»-  ) 
ttKntaticei  o/thv  Un}ted  Statet  of  America  in  CongTes$  at- 
uaMedt  'I'hat,  Croni  ttiid  uAtfr  tiw  Itft  dny  uf  September,  in  ' 
'    the  year  1M4,  tlie  daiiea  iiupoited  under  and  by  viriutj  qI'  i 
Ibe  act  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  revuiitiu  frixu  iuipurtt, 
aiid  10  change  and  modify  exiniiig  laws  impDijiiig  duties  on 
imports,  and  r'orottier  purpo^s,"  appnivtfU  un  the  SOtli  day 
Dt'  August,  I64i,  upon  ilM!  varioiu  Sfticiea  in  the  »aid  act 
naiueil  lOiall  be  changed,  mudided,  aud  reduced  in  maiiuer 
following,  tiiat  i«  to  any: 

1.  On  all  coar*e  uniuanuriictured  wnni,  the  value  wheret 
of, at  lite  last  port  i>r  place  whence  exported  to  tlie  United 
tfiaiea,  shall  be  aeven  ceau  or  under  per  pound,  Uiereahnt) 
be  levied  a  duty  ol  fil'ieeti  per  centum  ad  uuJorem,  instead 
of  the  duty  of  five  per  centum  inipotiedby  thetaid  aai ;  and 
M  all  oUier  utimaiiuruciured  Wool  tliere  shall  be  levied  a 
doty  of  thirty  per  centum  od  sa^em,  instead  of  the  duties 
ot' three  cents  per  pound  and  thirty  p«r  centum  ad  poioram 
iiupo*cti  by  tUe  same  act. 

U.  -On  alt  manufactures  of  wm^,  or  of  which  wool  shall 
beaeotopooeiit  pan«  except  milled  or  Allied  cloth,  knnwn  by 
the  uaiue  of  plaius,  kerseys,  or  Kendall  coutms,  carpeUngs, 
flaaoeU,lHN.*king!«audbaixeSi  blunkeu,  worsted  stun'^ooas, 
ready  made  clotliing.  lin^iery,  luiu,  glovHs,  capi,  and  bind- 
ings, there  ahull  be  levin!  a  duif  of  thirty  per  centnni  ad 
wiwrcat,  iaacead  of  the  duty  of  lurty  per  centum  imposed 
kf  Ibe  Maid  act. 

3.  Un  all  milled  or  fulled  cloib  known  by  the  name  of 
plain,  kerAeySf  or  Kendall  c»ttnns,  of  which  wool  shall  be 
tbe  only  material,  the  value  wlierenf  shall  not  exceed  thir- 
ly-five  cents  Um  square  yard  at  tiie  last  port  or  place  whence 
exported,  there  sliall be  levied  a  duly  (M' twenty  per  centum 
ad  vnierem,  luttead  of  the  duties  iiujHucd  by  iIik  said  act. 

4.  On  all  cJtrpeis  and  carpt^Ung  nf  wool,  liemp,  flnx,  or 
eouoii,  or  parts  of  either,  or  other  material  not  specified, 
tberti  shall  be  levied  a  duty  of  thirty  per  centum  ad  valorem, 
instead  of  the  duties  impi«»ed  by  the  said  act. 

5.  On  alt  woolen  blaiiKets,  the  actual  value  of  which  at 
the  place  whence  bX)iorted  slralt  nut  exceed  sevtnly  five 
eeuu  each,  tli  ere  staall  be  levied  a  duty  of  ten  per  ceniuui 
od  vetOTOM,  instead  of  tbe  duty  of  flfteen  per  centum  im- 
posed by  the  eaid  act. 

6.  Onallheanh  rugs  there  shall  be  levied  a  duty  of  thirty 
per  centum  ad  valoretHf  instead  of  tho  duty  of  forty  per 
eentuui  imiiosed  by  the  said  act. 

7.  Ou  woolen  yam  there  shall  be  levied  a  duty  of  twenty, 
five  per  centum  ad  soJorem,  insteadof  tbe  duty  of  thirty  per 
centum  iotpiised  by  the  said  act ;  and  on  alt  worsted  yarn 
Ibeic  shall  tie  levied  a  duty  of  twenty  per  centupi  ad  wila- 
reta^  instead  of  the  duly  of  thirty  per  centum  Anposed  by 
the  said  act. 

0.  On  woolen  and  worsted  mits,  gloves,  caps  and  bind* 
iftgs.  and  on  woolen  or  worsted  hosiery,  that  is  to  say, 
Rockings,  aocks,  drawers,  shirts,  and  all  other  similar  niao- 
ufaetunss  wade  un  irames,  tiiere  shall  be  levied  a  duty  nf 
twenty  per  centum  ad  eaiorem,  instead  of  thti  duty  of  thirty 
per  centum  imptMed  by  tlie  said  aci, 

9.  On  flannels,  of  wlmiever  materials  composed,  except 
cotton,  and  on  buckings  and  baizes,  tliere  sjiall  be  levied  a 
duty  of  thirty  per  centum  ad  vaiotetn.  ini^tead  of  the  duty 
of  iQurleen  catils  per  squ'tre  yard,  inipovedby  the  said  act ; 
and  ou  cuacli  lacenUiere  i«hull  be  levied  a  duty  of  ihiny  per 
centum  ad  valoretHj  instead  of  the  duty  of  Uiirty-five  per 
centum  smposed  by  the  itaid  act. 

JU.  On  ready-uiadeclotliing,  of  whatever  materials  com- 
posed, worn  by  men,  women,  or  children,  except  gliiven, 
uiits,  stockings,  socks,  wove  shirix  and  drawers,  and  all 
other  similar  manufactures  made  on  frames;  hats,  bonnutK, 
•hoea,  b(K>ts,  and  bootees,  lmp«irted  in  a  siuie  ready  to  be  , 
used  as  clothing  by  men,  women,  or  children,  made  up  I 
cither  by  tlie  tailor^  manulacturer,  or  seamstress,  ijiere  shall 
be  levied  a  duty  ol  thirty  per  centum  ad  uatoreiH  insteadof 
tlie  duty  of  fifty  per  centum  imposed  by  the  said  act.  On 
all  arucles  worn  by  men,  wonieii,  or  children,  other  than 
as  alwve  apeclfled  or  excepted,  of  whatever  materials  com- 
posed, made  up  wholly  or  in  part  by  hand,  there  slinll  be 
levied  A  duty  uf  tlurly  per  ceniuin  ad  vatorem,  instead  of 
tlic  duty  uf  forty  per  centum  Imposed  by  liie  suid  net ;  and 
on  clotliing,  finished  in  whole  or  in  part,  embroidered  in 
gold  or  silver,  there  shall  be  levied  a  duty  of  thirty  per  cent- 
um ad  vatoreva^  instead  Of  tlie  duty  of  Olty  per  centum  im- 
posed by  the  said  act. 

Sac.  3.  ^nd  be  ii  further  enoded,  That  from  and  after 
tfie  1st  day  of  September,  in  the  year  aforesaid,  the  duties 
imposed  by  the  said  act  u|>on  the  articles  hereinafter  men- 
Uoned  shall  be  changed,  modified,  and  reduced  in  the  man- 
ner f«illuwin( — that  is  to  say: 

1.  On  mi  luaiiuiRciures of  cotlon,orof  which  eotionshall 
be  a  cuiiiptmeiit  pan,  not  uiherwise  specified,  and  except- 
fug  such  cotton-twist,  yam,  and  thread,  and  sucli  other  ar- 
ticles aa  are  berein  otherwise  provided  for,  there  shall  be 
levied  a  duty  of  twenty  five  per  centum  ad  valorem;  and 
Ihe  proviso  tu  tbe  second  subdivision  of  the  second  section 
of  Ute  said  act  shall  be,  and  tlie  same  is  hereby,  repealed. 
S.  On  cotton-twist,  yarn,  and  thread,  bleaclied  or  un- 
bleached, colored  or  uncolored^and  on  spools  orntherwlsc, 
there  ahall  he  levied  a  duty  of^  twehty  five  per  centum  ad 
volopem,  instead  of  the  various  duties  imposed  by  the  said 
act. 

8co.  3.  •tftU(«tt/Wr<4erMatf(ed,  That  from  and  after  the 
flrat  dav  of  September,  iu  the  year  aforesaid,  the  duties  im- 
poaed  by  tba  said  aet  spon  tba  aniclai  berainafker  man- 
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tioned  shall  be  changed,  modified]  and  reduced  iu  the  man. 
ner  fullnwing— tliat  Is  to  say : 

1.  On  all  moiiufuciures  uf  silk,  not  otherwise  specified, 
except  boiling  cloUis,  there  shall  he  U-vied  a  duty  of  twenty 
per  centum  ad  mtorcM.instead  the  duty  of^a  oO  per  pound 
imposed  by  the  said  uct;  and  on  silk  bolting  chillis  there 
shall  be  levied  a  duty  nf  fifteen  per  centum  ad  ralorem^  in. 
stead  of  tiie  duty  of  twenty  per  ceutuin  imposed  by  the  said 
act. 

S.  On  silk  twist,  or  twist  composed  of  silk  and  mohair, 
and  on  sewing  silk,  one  dullar  \t*'T  ixiuiid  of  sixteen  ounces, 
instead  of  the  duty  of  two  dollars  per  pound  iinpo!4**d  by  the 
snidact;  on  pongees  and  phun  while  silks  lur  printing  or    I 
coloring,  there  shall  be  levitnl  a  duty  nf  twenty  per  centum  j  I 
ad  t-utoi  em,  instead  of  Uieduly  or^l  5U  per  pound,  inipoiicd  I 
by  the  said  act;  on  R»hs  and  oUier  viiuilnr  silks,  puiified  m 
from  the  gum,  dyed  and  prepared  for  uiaHut'acture,  there  | 
shall  be  levied  a  duty  of  tilteen  per  centum  ad  valorem,  in-  '  1 
stead  of  the  duiyof  twenty-tivc  per  ceniuin  imposed  by  the  ,| 
said  act ;  on  aU  raw  silks,  comprehending  all  silks  in  Uie    ] 
gum,  whetlier  in  hanks,  reeled,  or  otlierwise,  there  shall  he    ' 
levied  a  duty  of  twelve  and  a  half  per  centum  ad  palorem,  \  i 
instead  of  the  duty  of  fifty  cei.ts  per -pound  imposed  by  A 
the  said  act;  and  un  silk  umlirellai,  parasols,  sun  shades,  1 1 
silk  or  satin  shoes  for  men,  tvoinen,  or  children;  silk  or  ,| 
satin  laced  boots  or  bootees  (or  men,  women,  or  children  ; 
men's  silk  hai>t ;  silk  or  satin  hats  or  bonnets  fur  wuui«n ; 
silk  shirts  and  drawers,  whether  made  up  wholly  or  in  part ; 
silk  caps  for  women  ;  turhans,  ortinmeiits   tor  head  dress, 
aprons,  cnllar?i.  caps,  cufi's,  braids,  curls  or  frisettes,  cliem- 
iceues,  mantillait,  pellennes,  and  all  other  nrlicles  of  silk 
made  up  by  hand,  in  whole  or  in  pari,  and  not  otherwise 
provided  for,  Uiere  shall  be  levied  a  duty  of  twenty  five  per 
centum  ad  talorein,  iusleafi  of  the  various  duties  imposed 
by  tlie  said  act. 

3.  On  uninanufitclured  hemp,  Manilla,^  Sunn,  and  other 
hemps  of  India,  jute,  Sisal  grass,  coir,  and  other  vegetable 
substances  noi  enumerated,  used  for  cordage,  there  sliall  be 
levied  a  duty  of  thirty  per  centum  ad  valorem^  instead  of 
the  various  duties  imposed  by  the  said  act;  on  cordilta,  or 
tow  of  hemp  and  flax,  there  shall  be  levied  a  duty  nf  twen- 
ty five  per  centum  ad  catorem.  instead  of  the  duty  nf  twenty 
dollars  per  ton,  imposed  by  the  said  act;  on  tarred  and 
untarred  cables  and  cordage,  yarns,  twine,  pack-thread, 
cotton  bagjjins,  of  whatever  material  composed,  and  on  any 
other  raniiulacture  not  otherwise  specified,  suitable  for  the 
uses  to  which  cotton  bagging  is  applied,  of  whatever  ma- 
terial composed,  aud  whether  imported  under  the  designa- 
tion of  gunny  cloth  or  any  other  appellation,  there  shall  be 
levied  a  duty  nf  thirty  per  centum  ad  valorem,  instead  of 
tbe  various  duties  imposed  hy  the  said  act. 

4.  On  sumi>ed,  printed,  or  painted  floor  oilcloth,  furni- 
ture oilcloth,  made  on  Canton  or  cotton  flannel,  other  fur- 
niture oilclcitli,  oilcloth  of  linen,  silk,  or  other  materials 
used  for  hat  covers,  aprons,  coach  ruitains,  or  similar 
purposes,  and  on  medicated  uilcloths,  there  shall  be  levied 
a  duty  of  thirty  per  centum  ad  suiarem,  instead  of  the 
various  duties  imposed  by  the  said'act. 

Sac.  4.  .^iid  be  it  farther  enacted^  That  from  and  after 
the  1st  day  of  Sentemlier,  in  the  year  aforesoiil,  Ihe  duties 
imposed  by  the  smd  act,  upo.i  the  articles  hereinafter  men- 
tioned, sbull  be  cliniiged,  modified,  aud  reduced,  in  the 
manner  following,  lliat  is  to  say: 

1.  On  iron,  In  bars  or  bolts,  not  manufhclured,  In  whole 
or  in  part,  by  rolling,  there  shall  be  levied  n  duty  of  fifteen 
dollars  per  ton,  instead  of  the  duty  nf  seventeen  dollars  per 
ton  imposed  by  the  said  act;  on  bar  or  boll  iron,  made 
wh'jilyor  in  part  by  rolling,  there  shall  be  levied  it  duty  of 
twenty  dollars  per  ton,  instead  nf  the  duty  of  twenty  five 
dollars  per  inn  imposed  by  the  said  act;  on  all  iron  ini- 

-porti'd  in  bars  for  railroads,  or  inclined  planes,  made  to  pat- 
terns, and  fitted  to  be  laid  down  as  rails  upon  hiich  roads 
or  planes,  without  further  manufacture,  there  shall  be  levied 
a  duty  often  dollars  per  loi^ii^tead  of  the  duty  of  twenty- 
five  dollars  per  ton  inipoied  by  the  said  act :  Provided,  That 
upon  the  entry  of  any  such  railroad  iron  at  any  custom- 
house of  the  Linited  States,  ^noii  and  sufficient  bonds  simll 
be  given,  with  sureties  to  tlie  satisfaction  of  the  rnllcrtor 
of  the  customs  receiving  the  same,  for  the  payment  of  the 
duty  upon  such  iron  at  the  rate  nf  twenty  dollars  per  ton, 
tbe  duty  by  this  act  imptsed  upon  other  rolled  bar  iron, 
within  one  year  from  the  date  of  said  bonds,  unless  the 
Stale,  corporation, company,  or  Individual  obligors  on  such 
bond  shall,  before  the  expiration  oflhe  time  allowed  thereon 
for  the  payment  thereof,  exhibit  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  or  tn  the  collector  of  the  customs  taking  ihe  bond, 
under  such  regulations  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
may,  from  time  in  time,  prescribe,  satisfactory  proof,  in 
writing  and  upon  oath,  that  the  said  iron  has  been  actually 
nnd  permanently  laid  down  upon  the  railroad  or  inclined 
plane  for  which  tJie  same  shnll  have  been  imported,  as  | 
shown  by  the  entry  of  tlie  said  iron,  and  the  bond  given  to  j 
secure  the  |inyment  of  the  duties  upon  the  same,  in  which  1 
case,  and  in  that  only,  the  duty  of  ten  dollars  per  ton.  ; 
hereby  imposed  upon  such  iron,  shnll  be  received  in  full  | 
satistaction  and  discharge  of  every  such  bond ;  but  in  case  ! 
of  failure  to  make  such  proof  tn  tlie  satisfaction  of  tbe  snid 
Secretary,  or  of  the  propt!r  collector  of  the  customs,  as  th^ 
case  may  be,  within  the  time  hereby  limited  for  the  making 
thereof,  the  full  duty  or  twenty  dollars  per  ton  upon  the 
said  iron  shall  be  demanded  and  paid,  in  the  same  manner 
as  if  the  said  bond  had  been  given  wnhout  any  other  con- 
dition than  the  payment  of  the  said  full  duties  at  the  expi- 
ration of  every  such  bond. 

2.  On  iron  in  pigs  there  shall  be  levied  a  dutjbof  seven 
dollars  per  ton,  instead  nf  the  duty  of  nine  dollars  per  ton 
imposed  by  the  said  act ;  on  vessels  of  cast  iron,  not  other- 
wise specified ;  glazed  or  tin  hollowware  and  castings;  sad 
irons  or  smoothing  irons;  batters'  aud  uilora*  pressing 
Irona;  cast  Iron  butts  or  bingtiit  Iroo  or  ateel  wire,  de- 


scribed in  the  said  act  as  not  exceeding  No.  14  ;  over  No* 
14  and  not  exccedms  No.  t2J;  and  over  No.  35,  silvered  or 
plated  wire ;  rnund  or  square  iron  or  bnuen  rods  of  ilirea 
sixteenths  to  ten  sixteenitis  nf  an  inch  in  diameter,  inclu- 
sive ;  iron  in  nail  or  spike  rods,  or  nail  plates;  slit,  rolled, 
and  bnmmerud  iron,  in  sheets,  except  taggus  iron,  lioop 
iron,  iron  slit,  rolled,  or  hammered,  for  baud  ii^n,  scroll 
Iron,  or  casement  rods ;  iron  cables  or  chains,  or  parts  there* 
ol',  manutnciuced  in  whole  or  in  part,  of  whatever  diame- 
ter, the  links  bein|  of  Uie  form  peculiar  to  ctiains  for  ca- 
bles all  otlier  chains  of  iron  not  oilierwise  spf>cified,  the 
links  being  either  twisted  or  straight,  and,  when  straightt 
of  greater  length  than  those  used  in  chains  for  cables  ;  an- 
chor or  pans  of  anchors,  nianuructuredin  whole  or  in  part; 
anvils,  blacksmiths'  hanimt^rs  and  fledges  ;  cut  or  wrought 
iron  spikes;  cut  iron  nails;  wrnuglit  iron  nails;  axletreea, 
or  parts  tliereof;  mill  irons  and  mill  cranks  of  wrought 
iron;  wrought  irun  for  shi|»i,  locomotives,  and  steam  en* 
giiies  ;  iron  chains,  oilier  than  cliain  cables ;  oteam,  gas,  or 
water  tubes  or  pipes,  made  of  band  or  rolled  iron  ;  and 
tacks,  brads,  and  sprigs,  there  shall  be  levied  a  duiyof 
thirty  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  instead  of  the  various  duUea 
iinpoied  by  tlie  said  act;  and  the  last  clause  nf  Uie  st^cond 
proviso  to  tbe  second  subdivision  of  llie  fourth  section  of 
the  said  act,  which  imposes  an  additional  duty  of  fifteen 
pHr  centum  ad  valorem  upon  the  cost  of  the  articles  em- 
braced therein,  be,  and  tlie  same  is  hereby,  repealed- 

3.  On  all  old  or  scrap  iron  there  shall  be  levied  a  duty  of 
six  dollars  per  ton,  instead  oflhe  duly  often  dollarp  per  ton 
imposed  by  the  said  act. 

4.  On  screws  made  of  iron,  called  wood  screws,  braaa 
screws,  and  brass  battery  or  liamniered  kettles,  there  shall 
be  levied  a  duty  of  thirty  per  otnium  ad  rolorcm,  instead 
of  the  various  duties  imposed  by  tlie  said  act. 

5.  On  all  steel  in  bars,  except  cast,  iiliear,  and  German 
•leel,  there  shall  be  levied  a  duty  nf  9I  50  fur  one  hundred 
and  twelve  pounds,  mtitead  of  the  duty  oC  $^50  iinpused 
by  the  said  act;  on  solid  headed  pins,  and  all  other  pack- 
pins,  and  on  pound  pins,  there  shall  be  levied  a  duty  of  thirty 
per  centum  ad  catorem,  iuslead  of  the  various  duties  im- 
posed by  the  said  act. 

6.  On  japanued  ware  of  all  kinds,  or  papier  mache,  and 
plated  and  gill  wares  of  all  kinds,  cutlery  of  all  kinds,  and 
all  other  manufaciures  not  otherwixe  specified,  made  of 
brass,  Iron,  steel,  copper,  pewter,  lead,  or  tin,  or  of  which 
either  o(  these  metals  is  a  cowpoueni  material,  there  shall 
be  levied  a  duty  of  twenty  five  per  centum  ad  ra/orem,  in- 
stead of  the  duty  of  thirty  per  centum  imposed  by  the  said 
act. 

7.  On  lead  in  pigs  and  bars,  old  and  scrap  lead,  leaden 
pipes,  leaden  shot,  and  lend  in  sheets,  or  in  any  other  form 
not  herein  specified,  there  shall  be  levied  a  duty  of  twenty- 
five  per  centum  ad  ra'oretn,  instead  of  the  various  duties 
imposed  by  tbe  said  act. 

8.  On  silver-plated  metal  in  sheets,  arg<>ntlnc,alabaia,or 
German  silver,  in  sheets  or  otherwise  unniauulnclured,  and 
on  manutaclures  of  German  silver,  bell  metal,  zinc,  and 
bronze,  tliere  shall  be  levied  a  duly  of  twenty  per  centum 
ad  valorem^  iiiHirad  of  the  duty  of  ihirly  per  centum  im- 
posed by  the  said  "ct. 

9.  On  C(*al,  tbere  shnll  be  levied  a  duty  of  $1  per  ton, 
instead  of  the  duty  of  $1  75  per  ton  imposed  by  the  said  act; 
and  on  coke,  or  culm  of  coal,  there  shall  be  levied  a  duty 
of  thirty  per  centum  ad  vatorem,  instead  of  the  duiyof  five 
cents  per  bushel  imposed  by  the  said  act. 

Sec'  5.  ^nd  be  it  furtkar  enacted,  That  fVom  and  after  the 
1st  day  of  Decemlier,  in  the  year  aforesaid,  the  duties  im- 
poiicd  by  the  said  act  upon  the  articles  hereinafter  men- 
tioned, shall  be  changed,  modified,  and  reduced,  in  the 
manner  following,  that  is  to  say  : 

1.  On  all  vessels  or  wares,  ariicles  and  manufiiclures  or 
cm  glass,  cut  glass  chandeliers,  candlesticks,  lusters,  lenses, 
lamps,  prisniM,  and  parts  of  the  same,  and  all  drops,  icictes, 
spangles,  and  ornaments  used  for  mountings;  and  on  all 
articles  or  manufactures  nf  plain,  molded,  or  pressed  glass, 
whether  stamped  or  ihc  bottoms  ground  or  pnuliced  or  not, 
there  shall  be  leviedadutyof  thirty  per  centum  od  tMiforem, 
instead  of  the  vnrious  duties  imposed  by  tlie  said  act. 

3.  On  all  apothecaries' vials  and  bottles  Tft)t  exceedin( 
the  capacity  nf  sixteen  ounces  each,  and  on  all  perfumery 
and  fancy  vials  and  bottles  not  exceeding  the  capacit]^  of 
sixteen  ounces  each,  there  shall  be  levied  a  duty  of  thirty 
perceiituni  ad  valorem,  instead  of  tlie  various  duties  im- 
posed by  the  said  act. 

3.  On  all  black  and  green  gloss  boutes  and  Jar*,  and  on 
all  demijohns  and  carboys,  there  shall  be  levied  a  duty  of 
thirty  per  centum  ad  valorem,  instead  of  the  various  duties 
itnposed  by  the  said  act. 

4.  On  all  cylinder  or  hroad  window  glass,  and  on  all 
crown  window  glass,  there  shall  be  levied  a  duty  of  thirty 
per  centum  ad  valorem,  instead  nf  the  various  duties  im- 
posed by  the  said  act.  On  all  polished  plate  gloss,  whether 
imported  as  window  glass,  or  however  otherwise  specified, 
not  silvered,  tliere  shall  be  levied  a  duty  of  twenty  per 
centum  ad  valorem,  instead  of  the  various  duties  imposed 
by  the  snid  act ;  and  if  silvered,  there  shall  be  levied  a  duty 
nf  twenty  five  per  centum  ad  valorem;  and  if  silvered  and 
framed,  there  shall  be  leviedadutyof  thirty  per  ceniumad 
valorem,  instead  oflhe  duties  imposed  by  the  said  act,  and 
the  second  proviso  to  the  fourth  subdivision  oflhe  fifth  sec- 
lidii  of  the  snid  act  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  re- 
pealed ;  and  on  alt  porcelain  glass,  glass  colored,  or  paint- 
ings on  glass,  and  on  all  articles  or  manufaciures  of  glass, 
or  of  which  glass  shall  be  the  component  material  of  chief 
value,  and  not  oth^wise  specifirtl,  there  shall  be  levied  a 
duty  of  twenty  per  centum  ad  valorem,  instead  of  the  vari- 
ous duties  imposed  by  the  said  act. 

5.  On  China  ware,  porcelain  ware,  earthenware,  stone- 
ware, and  all  other  ware,  composed  of  earth  or  mineral  sob- 
staoces,  and  not  otherwise  speoifled,  whether  gilt,  painted, 
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primed,  plain,  or  (laced,  there  aball  be  levied  a  duty  of 
twenty  per  centum  ad  tKUorem,  invtead  of  the  duty  of  tbirly 

per  ceiiuuD  imposed  by  the  said  act. 

6.  On  laiined,  lole,  or  band  leather;  all  upper  leather 
not  otherwise  specified;  calf  and  sea)  skins,  tanned  and 
dressed ;  sheep  skins,  tanned  and  dressed ;  or  skivers,  (toai 
skins,  or  morocco,  tanned  or  dressed;  kid  skins,  or  mo- 
rocco, tanned  or  dressed ;  goal  or  Bheep  skins,  tanned  and 
not  dressed ;  and  all  kid  and  lamb  skms,  tanned  and  not 
dressed ;  skins  tanned  and  dress«;d  otherwise  than  in  color, 
to  wit:  fawn,  kid,  and  lamb,  tisuatly  known  ad  cliamois; 
lliere  shall  be  levied  a  duty  of  twenty-five  per  centum  ad 
vatorfm,  Instead  of  the  various  duties  imposed  by  the  said 
act.  On  men's  boots  and  bootees  of  IoaUier,whollyorttar- 
liolty  manufactured;  on  men's  shoes  or  pumps,  wholly  or 
partially  manufactured  ;  women's  boots  or  bootees,  wholly 
or  partially  manufoctured  ;  children's  boots,  bootees,  and 
shoes,  wholly  or  partially  manufacuired  ;  women's  double 
enlfjd  pumps  or  welts,  wholly  or  partially  mnnulbciurcd ; 
women's  shoes  or  slippers,  wholly  or  partially  manufac- 
lurud,  whetber  of  leather,  pnmella.  or  other  material,  ex- 
cept silk,  tliere  shall  be  levied  a  duty  of  thirty  per  centum 
ifd  valorem,  Instead  of  the  various  duties  Imposed  by  the 
Katd  act. 

7.  On  men  *B  leather  gloves,  women's  leatberhabitfloves, 
children's  leather  habit  gloves,  women's  extra  and  demi- 
leujEth  leather  alnvcs;  chttdrenM  extra  and  demi  length 
leather  gloves,  there  shall  be  levied  a  duly  of  twenty  five 
per  centum  ad  valorem,  instead  of  the  various  duties  im- 
posed  by  the  said  act.  On  leather  caps  or  hats,  leather 
braces  or  suspenders,  and  all  oiber  braces  or  suspenders  of 
whatever  materials  composed,  except  India-rubber,  and  on 
leather  boil les,  patent  leatlier,  and  on  all  other  manufac- 
tures of  leather,  or  of  which  leather  is  a  component  ma- 
terial of  chief  value,  not  otherwise  specified,  there  shall 
lie  levied  a  duty  of  thirty  per  centum  ad  valorem^  instead 
uf  tlie  duty  of  tliirty-five  pet  centum  imposed  by  the  said 
act. 

/Q.  On  fbr  hats,  caps,  muffs,  tippets,  and  other  manuAc- 
luresof  fur  not  specified.  Uiere  shall  be. levied  a  duty  of 
thirty  per  centum  ad  valorem,  instead  of  the  dutyof  thirty- 
five  per  centum  imposed  by  the  said  act;  and  on  hats  of 
wool,  and  hat  bodies  nr  fetts,  made  in  whole  or  in  part  of 
wool,  there  shall  be  levied  a  duly  of  thirty  per  centum  ad 
t-a/orem,  instead  of  the  duty  of  eighteen  cents  each  im- 
posed by  the  said  act. 

9.  On  hats  and  (konnects  for  men,  women,  and  children, 
from  Panama,  Manilla,  Leghorn,  Nn pies,  or  elsewhere, 
composed  of  vAtin,  straw,  chip,  grass,  pnhn  leaf,  ratian.  wil- 
hiw,  or  any  other  vegetable  substance,  or  of  Imir,  whale- 
Iwne,  or  aiiy  oilier  material  not  otherwise  specified,  tliere 
shall  be  levied  a  duty  of  tweiity-flve  per  centum  ffilroioretn, 
instead  of  tlie  dutyof  thirty-five  per  centum  imposed  by  the 
said  act. 

10.  On  feathers  for  beds,  and  on  down  of  all  kinds,  on 
India-rubber  oilcloth,  webbing,  shoes,  braces,  suspenders, 
«r  other  fabrics  nr  manufactured  articles  composed  wholly 
or  m  pait  of  lndia-rub>>er  ;  on  all  clocks,  and  nn  crystals 
nf  glass  for  watches,  and  on  glass  or  pebbles  fnr  spectacles 
or  eye-glB<4ses,  when  not  set,  there  shall  be  levied  a  duty  uf 
twenty  per  centum  ad  vahremy  instead  of  the  various  du- 
ties inipiued  by  the  said  act ;  and  so  much  of  the  proviso 
to  the  letiili  subdivision  of  the  fifth  section  of  the  said  act 
as  directs  the  vnluaiion  of  certain  India  rubber  suspenders 
or  braces  at  two  dollars  per  dozen,  and  an  assessmtMit  of 
the  duty  upon  such  valuation,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby,  repealed. 

11.  On  paving  tiles  and  lirickfi  there  shall  beleviedaduty 
of  fitteen  per  cifittum  ad  vahremf  instead  of  the  duty  of 
twenty-five  per  i-emum  jinpused  by  the  said  act;  on  metal 
Itulloiis  there  shall  be  levied  a  duty  of  twenty-five  per  centum 
ltd  valorem,  itiiiiead  ot'a  duty  of  thirty  per  centum  imposed 
hy  the  said  act ;  on  all  other  buttons,  and  on  button  molds, 
uf  whatever  material  composed,  there  shall  be  levied  a  duty 
of  twenty  per  centum  ad  vahrcm,  instead  of  the  duty 
of  twenty  five  per  centum  impoiied  by  the  said  .ict;  and 
the  fir'^t  proviso  10  the  twelfth  subdivision  of  the  fifth  sec- 
linn  of  the  snid  act  shall  be,  and  same  is  hereby,  repealed. 

Sec.  6.  *^nd  he  it  further  enactc-lt  That  from  and  after 
the  iKt  day  of  i^eptcmber.  in- the  year  aforesaid,  the  duties 
jm|>ysed  by  the  said^nct,  upon  the  nrticlen  hereinafter  men- 
tioned, shall  be  changed,  intHliticd,  and  reduced,  in  the 
tnnniter  following — that  is  to  say  :  on  wliite  or  red  leads, 
litharge,  acetate  or  chromate  of  lead,  dry  or  ground  in  oil ; 
cm  whiting,  nr  Parts  white;  and  on  all  ochres,  or  ochry 
earths,  u^ed  In  the  compo^tition  of  ptinters'  colors,  dry  or 
ground  in  oil;  un  sulphate  of  b.irytc»;  nn  linseed,  rapeseed, 
and  liempvred  oil ;  iitid  on  putty;  there  shall  be  levied  a  duty 
of  thirty  per  centum,  instead  of  the  various  duties  imposed 
by  the  i<nid  net. 

Htr.  7.  *^nd  he  it  finther  enacted.  That  from  and  after 
the  It^t  day  of  Septeinber.  to  the  year  nfort's'aid.  the  duties 
imposed  by  the  siiid  act  upon  the  articles  hereinafter  men- 
tioned, shall  be  changed,  modified,  and  reduced,  in  the 
m.inner  roHowiiig— that  is  to  fcay  :  on  bai)!(.  fulio,  quarto- 
po-it  of  all  kinds,  and  letter  nnd  bank  note  paper;  on  aiiii- 
4|unri:in,  demy,  dniwin?,  elephant,  double  elephant,  fools- 
cap, im[ierinl,'  medium,  pot,  pith,  royal,  super-royal,  and 
writitig  paper ;  on  copjMjr  plate,  bloiiiii'r,  copyin;*,  colored 
for  I:i1>el?t,  colored  fi>r  needles,  marble  or  Ihncy-colnred, 
gla^s  paper,  morocco  paper,  gm^le  board,  pret^sing  board, 
»)i)nd  pnper,  titi^ue  paper,  and  oil  nil  gold  or  silver  p:ip**r, 
wlielhtT  in  jiheet?  or  strips;  on  colored  copper  plaip,  print- 
ing, nnd  siainers'  paper;  and  nnhinilers*  br.'irds,  box  board:^, 
mill  bimrds,  paper- makers'  boanln,  sheailiine,  wrapping:, 
nnd  cartridse  puper;  there  shall  be  levied  a  duty  of  thirty 
)H'r  cenliim  a/ ra/orcm,  instead  of  the  I'artous  duties  im- 
jiosed  by  the  snid  net.  On  alt  paper-haiigiMgH,  on  pnperfor 
fcroeii-  or  fire  board.^,  Ihcr::  jinti  be  levit-d  a  iliilyol  thirty 
per  centum  ad  ralorcmy  instead  of  the  duty  of  ihirly-fivd 
per  ceiitu^ii,  impnsfd  by  the  ?aid  act-  On  all  blank  books 
iMtnnd.  tb'TO  siml!  be  levied  a  duty  of  thirty  per  centtim  otl 
ratoTCm,  instead  of  the  dujy  of  iwonty  c^ntnper  pound  im- 
posoil  by  the  i<nid  ac:.  .And  on  all  other  p:iper  not  cniimor- 
a;ed,  there  shall  be  levied  a  duty  of  thiny  p.*r  ceiitnm  ad 
rnhrcm,  instead  of  the  duty  of  fifteen  cent-*  per  pound  im- 
po>ed  by  the  said  act. 

Sec.  8.  ^nd  he  it  fttrtker  enacted^  That  from  and  after 
the  said  1st  day  of  Septembef,  ia  the  year  aforesaid,  the 


duties  imposed  by  tbe  said  act  upon  the  articles  hereinafter 
mentioned,  shall  be  changed,  modified,  and  reduced  in  tbe 
following  manner— that  is  to  say  : 

1.  On  raw  sugar  (commonly  called  brown  eugar)  not  ad- 
vanced beyond  its  raw  state,  hy  claying,  boiling,  clarifying, 
or  other  process,  and  on  brown  clayed  sugar,  there  shall  be 
levied  a  duty  of  two  cents  per  pound,  instead  of  the  duty  of 
two  and  a  half  cents  per  pound  imposed  by  the  said  act;  on 
sirup  of  sugar  or  of  sugar  cane  there  shall  be  levied  a  duty  of 
one  and  a  half  percent  per  pound,  instead  of  the  duty  of  two 
and  a  half  cents  per  pound  imposed  by  the  said  act ;  on  all 
other  Bugar8,when  advanced  beyond  the  raw  state,  by  clay- 
ing, boiling,  clarifying,or  other  process,  and  not  yet  refined, 
there  shall  be  levied  a  dutyof  three  cents  per  pound,  instead 
of  the  duty  of  four  cents  per  pound  imposed  by  the  said  act; 
on  refined  sugars  (whether  loaf,  lump,  crushed,  or  pulver- 
ized, and  where,  after  being  refined,  they  have  been  tinc- 
tured, colored,  or  in  any  way  adulterated)  and  on  sugar 
candy,  there  shall  be  levied  a.duty  of  four  cents  perpound, 
I  instead  of  the  duty  of  six  cents  per  pound  imposed  by  tbe 
said  act;  and  on  molasses  there  shall  be  levied  a  duty  of 
three  mills  per  pound,  instead  of  the  duty  of  four  and  a  half 
mills  per  pound  imposed  by  the  said  aci. 

9.  On  cocoa,  chocolate,  cinnamon,  oil  of  cloves,  crude 
camphor,  indigo,  ivury  or  bone  black,  oil  of  vitriol,  and  sul- 
phuric acid,  there  shall  be  levied  a  duty  of  fifteen  per  centum 
ad  ralorem,  instead  of  the  various  duties  imposed  by  the 
said  act ;  on  ginger  ground  nnd  ginger  in  the  root,  when  not 
preserved,  woad  or  pastil,  alum,  and  copperas,  and  green 
vitriol,  there  shall  be  levied  a  duty  of  twenty  per  centum 
ad  I'a/orem,  instead  of  the  various  duties  imposed  by  the  said 
act ;  and  on  mace,  nutmegs,  cloves,  Chinese  cassia,  pimento, 
black  pepper,  camphor  refined,  opium,  glue,  gunpowder, 
blue  or  Roman  vitriol  or  sulphate  of  copper,  almonds,  prunes, 
sweet  oil  of  almonds,  dates,  curranb*,  figs,  all  nuts  not  speci- 
fied,except  those  used  for  dyeing,  Musicatel  and  bloom  rai- 
sins, either  in  boxes  or  jars,  and  on  all  other  raisins,  there 
shall  be  levied  a  duty  of  thirty  per  centum  ad  ratorem,  in- 
stead of  the  various  duties  imposed  by  the  said  act. 

3.  On  olive  oil  in  casks,  spermaceti  oil  of  foreign  fisheries, 
whale  or  other  fish  oil  not  sperm,  of  foreign  fisheries,  sper- 
maceti or  wax  candles,  and  candles  of  spermanetiand  wax 
combined,  tallow  candles ;  all  hard  soap,  except  Windsor 
shaving  and  all  other  perfumed  or  fancy  soaps,  and  wash 
balls  and  Castile  soap;  on  starch  and  pearl  or  hulled  barley, 
there  shall  be  levied  a  duty  of  thirty  per  centum  arf  valorem, 
instead  of  the  various  duties  imposed  by  the  said  act. 

4.  On  salt  there  shall  be  levied  a  duty  of  twenty  per 
centum,  instead  of  the  duty  of  eij^ht  cenu  per  bushel  Im- 
posed by  the  said  act;  and  on  vinegar,  beef,  pork,  hams, 
bacon,  cheese,  butter,  lard,  wheat,  barley,  rye,  oats,  Indian 
corn  or  maize,  wheat  flour,  Indian  meal  and  potatoes,  there 
shall  be  levied  a  duty  of  twenty-five  per  centum  ad  valorrm, 
instead  of  the  various  duties  im[K>sed  by  the  said  act ;  and 
nn  foreign  fish,  namely:  dried  or  smoked,  on  mackerel  and 
herrings,  pickled  or  salted,  on  pickled  salmon,  and  all  other 
fish  pickled  in  barrels,  there  shall  be  levied  a  duty  of  twen 
ty-five  per  centum  ad  ratorem,  instead  of  tlie  various  duties 
imposed  by  the  said  act. 

Sbc.  9.  ^ind  be  itfttriher  CTuieted,  That  from  and  after 
tlie  l*it  dny  of  September,  in  the  year  aforesaid,  the  duties 
imposed  by  the  siud  net  upon  the  articles  hereinafter  men- 
tioned, fliall  be  changed,  modified, and  reduced  in  the  maa* 
Ver  following — that  i^  to  say: 

1.  On  spirits  from  grain,  of  first  proof,  forty-two  cents  per 
gallon  ;  of  second  proof,  forty  five  cents  per  gallon  ;  of  third 
proof,  forty-eight  cunts  per  gallon ;  of  fourth  proof,  fifty- 
two  cents  per  gallon  ;  of  fifth  proof,  sixty  cents  per  gallon  ; 
above  fifth  proof,  seventy-five  cents  per  g^lhin  ;  on  t^pirits 
from  other  materials  than  grain,  of  first  and  second  Jiroof, 
thirty-eight  cents  per  gallon  ;  of^third  proof,  forty-two  cents 
per  gallon  ;  of  fourth  proof,  forty-eight  ccnu  per  gallon ;  of 
fiftit  proof,  fifty-seven  cents  per  gallon ;  above  fiftli  proof, 
seventy  cenu  per  gallon,  instead  of  tbe  various  duties  im- 
posed by  the  said  act. 

5.  On  wines  of  all  sorts  there  shall  be  leVicd  a  duty  of 
thirty  per  centum  ad  valorem,  instead  of  the  various  duties 
imposed  by  the  said  act. 

Sec.  10.  ^nd  beit  further  <nac<efI,*Thal  ftom  and  after 
the  1st  day  of  September,  in  the  year  afureiiaid,  the  follow- 
ing articles,  viz  :  unmanuniciured  cotton,  guauo,  aud  sul- 
phate of  quinine,  shall  Itc  exempt  from  duly.  . 

Sec.  U.  ^nd  be  ii  further  etiarfcrf,  That  from  and  after 
the  Ist  day  of  September,  in  the  year  aforesaid,  so  much  of 
the  sixtueiith  eeciion  of  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide 
revenue  from  imports,  and  to  ehitnge  and  modify  exi^iting 
laws  imposing  duties  on  imports  and  for  other  purposes," 
approved  on  the  13ih  day  of  August,  I84"3,  which  directs 
the  manner  in  which  the  market  value  or  wholesale  price 
of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  into  the  United 
Stutea,  and  subject  to  ad  valorem  duties,  or  duties  based 
upf>u  the  value  of  the  pquare  yard,  or  any  specified  quan- 
tity or  parcel  of  such  goodii,  shall  be  oscertained,  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby  so  far  modified,  that  to  said  value  or 
price  to  be  aicertnincd  as  provided  for  in  said  scciiun,  shall 
be  added  only  the  costs  and  charxeb,  which  shall  have  been 
incurred  to  and  at  the  place  of  e»poriaiion. 

Sec.  12.  Jind  be  it  farther  rtiacted.  That  all  ad  valorem 
duties  authorized  to  l>e  levied  under  this  act,  or  of  the  act 
of  which  lhi.«  is.ninendatory,  which  shall  exceed  twenty- 
five  per  ccniuiii  ad  valorem.  ^Iiutl,  on  tbe  1st  day  of  Sep- 
tember, I8lj,  he  reduced  to  thnt  rate. 

Sep.  1^.  Jind  be  it  further  ennctsd.  That  all  duties  im- 
pO!<ed  by  the  caid  act,  hereby  amended,  which  arc  not  here- 
inbciore  chanired,  increased,  altered,  inoditled,  or  reduced, 
spall  tie  and  remain  ;  and  ohnll  be  levied  and  collected  in 
the  Mime  inntmcr  as  otiier  duties  upon  imports ;  and  nil 
clauses,  provisoes,  nnd  other  provisiomt  of  the  »:iid  act  not 
hereby  altered,  amended,  or  expressly  repealed,  shall  be 
nnd  remain  in  as  full  force  and  eiTect  as  if  tlic  Kame  had 
been  reenacted  in  llii^  act. 

Sec.  H.  Jind  he  it  farther  enacted,  That  thf  twelfth  sec- 
tion of  ilie  t-aid  act  >liull  be.  and  the  i*:ime  Is  h'-reby,  no  Ihr 
modified  tUnt  all  cnods  jnipnrted  fniuj  within  or  this  side  of 
ihM  C.ipj  of  G<iod  Hope  may  rcniain  in  the  ptiblie  stor.'S 
for  the  tern»  of  one  hundred  n.iul  twenty  days,  instead  of  the 
term  of  sixty  ditvi!,  pnsscribed  in  the  j^aid  section  ;  and  th,it 
all  goods  imported  from  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
I    moy  remain  in  Uic  public  stores  fur  the  term  of  one  hundred 


and  fifty  days,  instead  of  the  teirn  of  nine^  days,  preacribed 
in  the  said  section  :  Provided,  That,  at  the  time  of  ibe  pay- 
ment of  duties  of  all  such  goods,  whether  the  same  or  any 
portion  thereof  be  sold  for  the  payment  of  aueh  dutie«  or 
not,  interest,  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per  annum, 
upon  tbe  duties  payable  from  the  time  of  the  entry  to  the 
time  uf  payment,  shall  also  be  paid  as  a  part  of  the  duties 
chargeable  upon  auch  goody. 

The  bill  was  read  twice  ai)d  commiued;  and. 
on  motion  of  Mr.  McKAY,  was  ordered  to  be 

printed. 

Mr.  McK.  also  intimated  that,  to-morrow»  or 
on  Monday,  the  committee  would  make  a  report 
on  the  same  subject,  accompanied,  by  illustrative 
tabular  statistics. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VANCE,  the  House  agreed 
that  the  standing  committees  should  be  called  for 
reports. 

Mr,  VANCE,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  upon  the  petition  of  True  Putney 
and  Hugh  Riddle,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  their 
relief;  which  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  to-morrow. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  made  ad- 
verse reports  upon  the  cases  of  John  Elwin  and 
Roxanna  Evans;  which  were  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  COBB,  from  the  same  committee,  made  a 
report  upon  the  petition  of  Pacificus  Ord,  accom- 
panied by  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  was  referred 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

Mr.  BOWLIN,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
a  report  upon  the  petition  of  John  Frazer  and 
George  A.  Trenholm,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for 
their  relief;  which  was  referred  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  from  the'Committee 
on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill 
from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
George  Davenport,  of  Rock  Island,  in  the  State 
of  Ilhnois,'*  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment; which  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole  House  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  it  was 
.  Aesofoed,  That  the  Clerk  of  thia  Rovse  be  reqaired  to 
report,  as  early  as  poasible,  why  the  printing  of  the  report 
of  the  Commissiouer  of  iiie  General  l^aad  Offiea  is  de- 
layed. 
•  On  motion  of  Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  it  was 

Rnolvedf  That  ten  thousand  eoples  of  the  repon  of  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands,  made  to  accompany  bill  No. 
3,  for  providing  for  the  reduction  and  graduation  of  the 

Fublic  lands,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  tbe  members  of  tliis 
louse.        * 

Mr.  MARSH,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  the  following  iotnt  resolution; 
which  was  read  three  times,  ana  passed: 

Resolved  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representative  of 
the  United  Statet  of  America  in  Conzrett  astemhled,  That 
the  President  of  the  United  Slates  be  requested  locomiaa- 
nicate  to  the  Britisli  Government,  in  such  manner  as  be 
may  deem  proper,  the  high  sense  entertained  by  Congress 
of  the  generous  z.eal  displayed  by  tlie  British  authorities  at 
Gibraltar ;  and  the  commander,  officers,  and  crew  of  ta«r 
Britannic  Majesty's  ship  Malabar,  in  endeavoring  w  8«ve 
from  destruction  tlie  American  stenm  frigate  Missouri,  and 
in  preserving  the  lives  of  her  officers  and  crew,  a^well  as 
of  the  kindness  and  hospitality  which  characterised  their 
treatment  of  the  ship's  company  of  that  vessel  after  tMfr 
destruction  by  fire. 

On  mouon  of  Mr.  HOUSTON,  it  was 

Ordered^  That  Uie  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be  dis- 
charged from  the  ctmsideration  nftbe  memorial  of  tbe  Leeis- 
lative  council  of  Iowa  for  a  new  land  district,  tbe  office 

for  which  to  be  at  Iowa  ciiy- 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ROBINSON,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  tbe  Commiltee  for  the  District  of  CoHtaa- 

bia  be  discharged  from  the  considcratiod  of  the  petitioo  of 

William  Wheatley. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FRENCH,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Jodlchiry  be  dis- 
charged from  the  consideration  of  the  petition  of  Sarah  B. 
Stitb. 

Mr.  COLES,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the  resolution 
of  the  House  of  the  5ih  of  January  latt^n  rela^ 
tion  to  claims  for  horses  lost  in  the  service  of  the 
United  Stales;  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  MURPHY,  from  the  Committee  on  Naral 
Affairs,  madeareportiipon  the  petition  of  Enoch 
Hidden,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  furtiier  re- 
lief; which  was  referred  to  the  Commiltee  of  the 
Whole  House  to-morrow. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Illinois,  from  the  Committee 

on  Invalid  Pensions,  made  a  report  upon  the  pe- 

I  tition  of  Willium  R.  Jayncs,  accompanied    by  a 

bill  for  his  relief;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 

;  mittee  of  the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 
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Mr.  S.  nliio,  rrom  the  same  comniittec,  made  a  ! 
report  on  tlie  case  of  David  Akeraon,  accom-  ' 
panied  by  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  was  referred  I 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to-mor- 
row. 

Mr.  S.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  made  an  { 
adverse  report  upon  the  petition  of  William  Scott; 
which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  C.  M.  REEO,  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  reported  a  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  improvement  of  certain  harbors  and  rivers; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  to-morrdw. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SMITH,  of  Illinois,  it  was 

Ortlered,  That  the  CommtttAe  on  Invalid  Peniioui  be 
ditcbaned  frnni  the  couMdeiatioa  of  the  inemurial  of  tJje 
lieim  or  Jolin  Cook. 

Mr.  CULLOM,  from  the  Committee  on  Inva- 
lid Pensions,  made  a  report  upon  the  case  of 
Francis  Sommeraner,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for 
liis  relief;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

Mr.  C.  ailso,  from  the  same  committee,  made  a 
report  upon  the  petition  of  O.  A.  W.  Bodley ,  ac- 
companied by  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  J.  BRINKERHOFF,from  the  same  com- 
mittee, made  an  adverse  report  upon  the  petition 
of  John  Martin;  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HUNGERFORD  reported  the  following: 
bills;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  to-morrow: 

A  bill  relative  to  the  compensation  of  members 
of  Congress  or  Delegates  from  Territories,  and  of 
certain  officers,  and  for  other  purposes;  and 

A  bill  to  equalize  and  fix  the  compensation  of 
the  chiefs  of  certain  bureaus,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses. 

Mr.  HUNGERFORD,  from  the  select  com- 
mittee on  retrenchment,  reported  adversely  to  the 
petition  of  citizens  of  Tippecanoe  county,  in  the 
Slate  of  Indiana,  for  the  abolition  of  the  office  of 
chaplain  in  all  the  departments  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  SIMONS,  from  the  select  committee  to 
discover  the  cost  and  to  examine  wheOier  any 
frauds  or  collusions  have  occurred  in  the  engrav- 
ing, lithographing,  and  printing  of  maps  ordered 
or  executed  by  order  of  the  Twenty-Sixth  and 
Tweoty-Sevenib  Congresses,  made  a  report  there- 
on. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  from  the  Committee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  reported  back,  without 
amendment,  the  bill  requiring  one  of  the  judges 
of  the  circuit  court  of  the  District  of  Columbia  to 
reside  in  the  city  of  Alexandria,  with  a  recom- 
mendation in  favor  of  its  passage. 

The  bill  was  accordingly  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

Air.  FRENCH,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
•Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Messrs. 
Langli;^  it,  Jenkins;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House, 
and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow; 
and  the  accompanying  report  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  PRATT  reported  a  bill  for  the  establisb- 
aaeiit  of  a  bureau  of  statistics;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  theCommitleeof  the  Whole 
House. 

BtLLS  P.1S8ED. 

The  following  bills,  after  having  been  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  were  sever-  I 
ally  read  the  third  time,  and  passed: 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  B.  Schuyler;  and 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Glover. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  moved  a  reconsideration  of 
the  vote  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
John  B.  Schuyler,  and  called  for  the  reading  of 
the  report  in  that  case;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  J.  made  a  few  observations  in  opposition 
to  the  bill. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  reconsider- 
ation; which  was  carried. 

The  questioQ  recurring  on  the  possoge  of  the 
bill, 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  made  some  further  remarks 
in  opposition  to  it. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD,  after  a  few  remarks,  moved 
to  postpone  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill 
for  the  present;  which  was  agreed  to. 


The  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  W.  and  Reu-  , 
ben  Allen,  was  taken  up  on  its  third  readini;.        | 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  made  a  few  remarks  in 
opposition  to  this  bill. 

Messrs.  SAMPLE  and  DAVIS  replied  in  de- 
fense of  the  claim. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Indiana,  also  spoke  in  sup- 
port of  the  bill,  and  in  reply  to  Mr.  C.  Johnson. 

The  question  was  then  puton  the  third, reading 
of  the  bill;  which  was  decided  in  the  affirmative, 
and  the  bill  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Mullin^s,  on  its 
third  reading,  was  opposed  by  Mr.  J.  BRINK- 
ERHOFF,  and  subported  by  Messrs.  THOMP- 
SON and  TUCKER;  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  then  read  the  third  lime  and  passed. 

The  following  bills,  after  being  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  were  severally  read  the  third  time  and 
passed : 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  C.  Hallock; 

A  bill  to  refund  a  fine  imposed  on  the  late  An- 
thony Hoswell,  under  the  sedition  law,  to  his 
legal  heirs  and  representatives; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thompson  Hutchinson; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Jones  and 
others. 

Mr.  HUNGERFORD  moved  a  reconsideration 
of  the  vote  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  James  C.  Hallock.  , 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  New  York,  made  some  re- 
marks in  opposition  to  the  motion  for  reconsid- 
eration, when  (lie  question  was  put,  and  it  was 
rejected. 

The  House  took  up  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  Harrison;  but  before  it  was  disposed  of, 

The  House  adjourned. 


The  following  nntlcea  of  petitioni,  presented  to-day,  were 
banded  to  tlie  reimrterti  by  the  members  presenling  lliem  ; 

By  Mr.  IIARALHON:  The  peUlion  cif  Lyddall  E^tes, 
prayins  ff>r  a  pension ;  which  was  referred  to  ibe  Commit- 
teit  on  Revoluiionnrv  Claims. 

Dy  Mr.  STGTIflO'N  :  Additional  evidence  in  the  case  of 
Thomas  Badger ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commiiua  on 
Invalid  Vm\nnnf. 

By  Mr.  M0KRI3,  of  Pennsylvania:  A  memorial,  signed 
by  several  hundred  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  asking  Con- 
gress lo  grant  an  approprislioo  for  a  dry-dock  at  the  navy- 
yard  at  Uiat  port. 

Also,  n  nieinorial  praying  Congress  to  revive  the  act  of 
1837.  grunting  pensions  to  the  widows  and  infant  children 
of  persons  dving  in  the  naval  service  of  the  United  States. 

By  Mr.  DOUGB,  of  lown  :  The  preamble  and  Joint  reso- 
lutions adopted  by  the  Legislature  of  Iowa,  at  iu  lajt  ses- 
sion, requestiig  him  to  urge  upon  Congress  the  juittice  and 
propriety  of  paying  the  claims  of  the  citisens  of  that  Terri- 
tory for  services  rendered,  and  eiponpes  incurred  by  them 
In  reristing  the  attempu  of  the  Sute  of  Missouri  to  take  pos- 
session of  a  portionof  the  country  within  the  limits  of  Iowa; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Militia. 

Also,  a  memorial  fn>m  the  same  body,  asking  an  appro- 
ptiation  to  pay  the  debu  of  previous  Legislatures;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Commtllee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  the  same  body,  representing  that 
the  mail  fuciliUes  from  the  States  east  oC  the  Mississippi 
river  to  the  Territory  of  Iowa,  and  particularly  the  crosa 
mail  from  Galena  to  the  interior  of  Iowa,  is,  and  has  been, 
inadequate  to  the  wants  of  the  people  of  llial  section  of  the 
country,  and  urgently  asking  to  have  a  weekly  mail  estab- 
lished, to  be  carried  in  post  coaches  from  the  city  of  Galena, 
ill  the  I^Mte  of  Illinois,  to  Iowa  City,  the  capital  of  Iowa 
Territory ;  which  was  referred  to  the  (Jommitlee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Also,  a  joint  resolution  of  the  same  tiody,  asking  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  post  route  from  Nauvoo.  Illinois,  to  Mon- 
trose, Iowa ;  which  was  referred  to  the  tTommiltee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Poet  Roads. 

Also,  ajoint  resolution  of  the  same  body,askingCongres8 
to  defray  the  exp«:i)8es  of  a  treaty  with  the  Pottawatomie 
Indians,  and  aslting  the  removal  of  the  Missouri,  Sac  and 
Fox,  and  Iowa  Indians;  which  tvaa  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  the  same  body,  requesting  their 
Delegate  to  use  his  tiest  exertions  to  obuiin  'the  establish- 
ment of  the  following-  mail  routes:  Prom  Washington,  in 
Washington  county,  to  Keokiick  Court  House  ;  thence  to 
Mahaska  Court- House ;  from  Brighton,  in  Wasliinginn  coun- 
ty, by  way  of  Richland,  in  Keokuck  county,  lo  Mahaska 
(Jourt-House  ;  from  Fox  Post  Office,  in  Van  Buren  county, 
via  the  county  seat  of  Davis  county,  to  the  center  of  Ap- 
penoose county  ;  from  FairAetd.via  Aitency  City,Ottumwa, 
Eddyville.to  the  Six  Mile  Prairie,  in  Mahaska  county ;  from 
Fairfield  to  Mahaska  Coun-House  ;  from  Bloomington.via 
Moscow,  1'ipton,  Franklin,  to  Marion,  in  Linn  county  ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Commiuee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Boadt. 

Also,  a  memorial  flram  the  same  body,  representing  that 
at  their  last  session  an  act  was  passed  incorporating  the 
Jackson  County  Academy,  at  the  town  of  Andrew,  in  the 
county  of  Jackson,  the  object  of  which  was  to  establish  a 
permanent  and  well-conducted  institution  for  the  instruc- 
tion of  youth  in  the  various  depanmenu  of  learning,  and 
to  disseminate  useful  knowledge  throughout  the  commu- 
nity, and  praying  Congress  to  grant  to  said  institution  a 
township  or  thirty-six  sections  of  good  land  for  its  endow- 
ment; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 


Also,  a  memorial  from  the  same  body,  praying  Congren 
so  to  amend  the  preemption  la.ws  as  to  grant  the  right  of 
pretiinption  to  thOMC  who  may  have  settled  upon  the  public 
lands  prior  lo  their  survey ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee  on  Public  Lands. 

l)y  Mr.  SMITH,  of  Illinois:  The  memorial  of  the  Gen- 
eral As-<embty  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  praying  a  reduction 
of  the  rates  of  letter  postnge,  and  showing  the  gross  injus- 
tice, as  well  as  the  injudicious  policy,  of  Uie  present  rates 
of  poslnge ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ilia 
Post  Ofticc  and  Post  Unods,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

By  Mr.  CAUltOI.L  :  The  petition  of  W.  M.  Brown  and 
forty-five  others  ;  the  petition  of  E.  R.  Hammett  and  forty- 
soven  others  ;  Uie  petition  of  Joel  Gray  and  forty-two  out- 
ers, nil  of  Livingfitoii  county.  New  York,  praying  for  the 
abolition  of  the  franking  privilege,  and  Uiat  the  rates  of 
postage  may  be  greatly  reduced. 

Also,  the  petition  of  David  Warner  and  ninety-seven 
others,  citizens  of  Ontario  coanty.  New  York,  and  of  one 
hundred  and  ninety-two  inhabitants  of  Albion,  in  the  Stale 
of  Michigan,  asking  for  the  abolition  or  modillcotion  of  tlitt 
franking  privilecp.  anti  n  reduction  of  the  rates  of  postage. 

By  Mr.  McULEHNANU  :  The  petition  of  numerous  citi- 
zens of  Massac  county,  Illinois,  praying  Uie  establishment 
of  a  mail  route  froiii  Salem,  in  Kentucky,  via  Elizabeth- 
town,  to  Eqii.nliiy,  in  the  State  of  MImnis;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  (-oiiimitree  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

By  Mr.  WENTWORTH  :  The  |ietition  of  Rufus  Colton 
and  sundry  niliers.  praying  for  a  mail  route  from  Chicago 
lo  Albany,  via  Babcock'a  Orove,  Su  Clmrles,  and  Culion- 
villc. 

Also,  the  petition  of  A.JI.  Wadworth  and  sundry  others, 
praying  for  a  mail  route  from  Chicago  to  itoscoe,  via  Ama- 
zon and  Hunter. 

By  Mr.  :j  A  M  HLE :  The  petition  of  the  widow  and  heirs 
of  John  B-  Clmndona,  of  St.  Joseph  county,  Indiana,  pray- 
ing compensntton  in  hind  lor  services  rendered  during  tfao 
last  war  by  the  said  ClMlidona. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Satchdat,  March  9,  1844. 

The  Speaker  has  appointed  the  following  gen- 
tlemen to  compose  the  select  committee  on  th« 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Virginia,  ex- 
pressing its  opinion  of  certain  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  Massachusetts:  Messrs.  Dhom- 
GOOLE,  Rhett,  Botd,  Abbott,  RedinOiStbomo, 
BrcngijC,  Robcrti,  and  Clinch.  • 

THP  RHODE  ISLAND  MEMORIAL. 

Mr.  RATHBUN,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor 
during  the  morning  hour  on  this  subject,  com- 
menced by  recapiti|lating  the  observations  ha 
made  yesterdav  in  the  course  of  the  few  minutes 
he  was  allowea  to  addreas  the  House;  and  par- 
ticularly recalling  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
the  solemn  declarations  of  the  gentleman  from 
Rhode  Island,  [Mr.  Cranston,]  for  the  truth  of 
which  that  gentleman  appealed  to  Heaven,  and 
expressed  his  readiness  to  take  a  sacred  oath. 
The  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  solemnly  as- 
serted that  there  was  scarcely  a  truth  in  the  me- 
morial from  the  twenty-six  members  ofthe  Rhode 
Island  Legislature,  whose  democracy  be  alao  de- 
nied, while  he  proclaimed  himself  to  be  a  Jefler- 
sonian  Democrat;  and  those  declarations,  and 
that  professed  democracy,  he  would  proceed  to 
examine. 

He  then,  by  quotations  from  the  works  of  Jef* 
ferson,  and  the  declaration  of  rights,  which,  by 
the  constitution  of  Virginia,  formed  a  part  of  it, 
and  other  publications,  showed  what  JeSersonian 
Democracy  was,  and  how  it  contrasted  with  the 
principles  and  practice  of  the  gentleman  from 
Rhode  Island.  Jefiierson  held  that  the  majority 
of  the  people  had  the  right  to  alter,  amend,  or 
abolish  any  form  of  government  under  which 
they  lived;  and  in  that  view  the  gentleman  from 
Rhode  Island  was  not  a  JefTersonian  Democrat. 
This  principle  was  incorporated  in  the  constitu- 
tions of  seventeen  States  of  this  Union — Maine, 
Connecticut,  Vermont,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland, 
Delaware,  Virginia,  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Ohio, 
Indiana,  Mississippi,  Illinois,  Alabama,  Mich- 
igan, and  Arkansas.  In  the  State  of  New  York 
no  such  declaration  was  deemed  necessary, either 
in  their  constitution  or  the  bill  of  rights;  they 
fell  back  beyond  constitutions  which  organize 
States,  upon  the  inalienable  and  natural  rights  of 
man — a  right  which  was  recognized  in  all  places 
where  the  people  were  held  to  be  the  source  of 
power. 

*  He  next  proceeded  to  say,  that  when  a  witness 
on  the  stantl,  in  a  court  of  justice,  made  one  state- 
ment that  was  found  to  be  erroneous,  it  operated 
to  throw  discredit  on  all  his  other  statements  ( 
and  if  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  was 
found  to  be  in  error  on  any  one  point,  be  could 
not  expect  that  he  would  be  held  entitled  to  full 
credibility  in  bia  other  aosertions.    The  gentle-* 
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man  from  Rhode  Island  professed  to  be  a  Jefler- 
Bonian  Democrat,  and  yet  he  struck  at  the  foun- 
dation on  which  democracy  rests. 

Mr.  CRANSTON  said  he  did  not  deny  the 
right  of  revolution  to  the  people;  he  did  not  deny 
the  right  of  the  people  to  change  the  form  of  their 
gOTernment  when  it  was  administered  contrary 
to  the  principle  on  which  it  was  established,  or 
when  It  was  oppressire,  and  could  not  be  en- 
dured; but  he  aid  not  admit  that  they  could 
change  it  aa  often  as  they  pleased,  without  law, 
against  law,  and  without  any  cause. 

Mr.  RATH  BUN  thanked  the  gentleman  for  the 
explanation;  but  he  had  so  understood  the  gen- 
tleman before, substantially.  The eentleman  from 
Rhode  Island  would  not  admit  the  ri»ht  of  the 
people  to  alter,  amend,  or  abolish  their  constitu- 
tion, without  the  consent  of  the  Legislature;  but 
lie  asserted  that  they  had  the  right,  in  the  exer- 
cise of  an  original,  inherent  power,  which  over- 
rode all  law.  The  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island 
might  call  that  revolution,  or  ultra  Democracy; 
but  it  was  what  he  held  to  be  the  right  of  the  peo- 
ple. And  who  but  the  people  should  judge  when 
a  government  was  oppressive  and  odious  and  des- 
potic ?  Who  should  say  that  the  time  had  come 
when  it  should  be  endured  no  longer — the  people 
or  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  .'  Or  should 
it  be  left  to  the  law-making  power  by  which  the 
people  were  oppressed  and  ground  down?  What 
was  the  gentleman's  Jeflfersonian  Democracy? 
He  proceeded  to  notice  some  declarations  made 
by  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  in  reference 
to  Governor  Dorr,  and  some  subsequent  correc- 
tions of  what  the  gentleman  admitted  to  have  been 
■aid  under  much  excitement.  The  gentleman 
from  Rhode  Island  admitted  that  Governor  Dorr 
•waa  an  honest  man,  but  he  objected  to  his  vision- 
.  ary  theories  in  relation  to  universal  suffrage,  and 
the  right  of  the  people  to  change  and  alter  the 
form  of  their  government.  He  also  alluded  to  the 
gentleman 's  declaration  that,  for  the  new  consti- 
tution, names  were  found  as  voters,  of  men  who 
bad  been  long  dead,  and  of  many  who  were  in 
Ireland. 

Some  explanations  were  made  by  Mr.  CRAN- 
STON. 

Mr.  RATHBUN  then  resumed:  But  the  gen- 
tleman had  told  them  that  there  was  not  a  word 
of  truth  contained  in  the  memorial;  that  he  would 
like  to  see  the  twenty-six  men  who  signed  it, 
brought  before  him,  for  that  they  would  not  dare 
to  hold  up  their  heads  in  support  of  the  charges 
which  they  had  there  set  forth.  They  had  raised 
their  heads  in  the  Legislature  of  their  own  State; 
they  had  raised  their  heads  in  favor  of  the  consti- 
tution adopted  by  the  people;  but  they  dared  not 
raise  their  heads,  forsooth,  in  theaagnst  presence 
of  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  !  they  would 
quail  befbre  the  majesty  of  his  countenance,  and 
the  strong  arm  of  his  power,  and  not  dare  to  raise 
their  heads  forfear  of  encountering  the  awful  frown 
of  a  gentleman  who  had  grossly  insulted  them  as 
well  as  the  State  in  which  they  reside.  The  gen- 
tleman had  said  to  the  House  that  he  would  like 
to  see  Governor  Dorr  brought  here;  but  that  it 
was  not  quite  convenient  for  him  to  come.  And 
why  was  it  not  convenient?  Why  did  not  the 
gentleman  tell  the  House  why?  He  would  tell 
them,  as  the  gentleman  had  not  done  so.  It  was 
because,  by  the  strong  arm  of  the  law,  arbitrarily 
exercised,  by  the  triumph  of  power  over  the  peo- 
ple's rights,  he  bad  been  plunged  into  a  dungeon 
prepared  for  felons. 

Mr.  CRANSTON  rose  to  make  an  explana- 
tion. 

Mr.  RATHBUN  refused  to  yield  the  floor. 
Governor  Dorr  had  not  come  here,  because  he 
was  inclosed  within  prison  walls;  and  for  what 
cause  was  he  so  imprisoned.?  Because  he  was  in 
favor  of  the  adoption  of  the  people's  constitution. 
Because  he  entertained  the  radical  opinion,  and 
expressed  that  opinion,  that  the  people  had  a  right 
to  change  their  constitution  and  form  of  govern- 
ment; and  because  the  people,  in  the  exercise  of 
the  right  which  the  God  of  nature  had  given  them^ 
had  chosen  him  to  preside  over  them.  It  was  for 
this  that  he  was  deprived  of  his  liberty;  not  by 
the  power  of  Rhode  Island  alone,  but  backed  by 
a  power  from  the  arsenals  of  this  Government, 
in  the  shape  of  ball  and  buckshot.  He  fell  under 
the  despotic  power  of  that  Government  which  he 
Bod  served.  He  fell  as  others  had  fallen— to  fight- 


ing to  maintain  the  people's  rights — to  maintain 
the  doctrines  of  the  whole  body  of  the  people, 
except  those  who  had  hitherto  maintained  the 
unpopular  and'  unnatural  doctrine  that  the  QoT- 
ernment  has  all  the  power,  the  people  none. 

Why,  if  Washington  or  Jefferson,  or  the  pa- 
triots who  signed  the  Declaration  of  Independence, 
had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  sovereign  whose 
laws  they  were  setting  at  defiance,  they  would 
have  been  treated  as  Mr.  Dorr  is  treated;  and 
they  would  not  have  been  upon  the  floor  of  Par- 
liament to  bear  testimony  as  to  the  purity  and 
honesty  of  their  intentions.  But  the  gentleman 
said,  if  Mr.  Dorr  had  hod  patience,  he  might  have 
been  upon  this  floor.  If  he  had  been  patient! 
Yes,  if  he  had  been  content  to  let  the  government 
of  Rhode  Islaiid  go  on  under  the  charter  of 
Charles  II.,  grinding  the  people  to  the  dust,  he 
might  have  been  honored  with  the  privilege  of 
representing  that  people  upon  this  floor.  . 

Mr.  R.  then  proceeded  to  enumerate  the  charges 
embraced  in  the  memorial,  which  the  gentleman 
from  Rhode  Island  [Mr.  Cranston]  had  asserted 
were  false  from  beginning  to  end;  and  combated 
his  assertion. 

After  dwelling  on  this  portion  of  the  picture, 
he  would  not,  to  be  sure,  like  to  talk  on  it  as  long 
as  the  honorable  gentleman  said  he  wished  to  do, 
(five  hours;)  but  he  should  like  to  have  time  to 
spread  many  materials  which  he  had  in  his  pos- 
session, before  the  gentleman  and  the  House.  He 
would,  however,  read  for  his  benefit  one  clause 
in  the  "  constitution  of  the  people, "about  which 
80  much  had  been  soidt  One  clause  of  it  provided 
that  the  General  Assembly  should  not  have  the 
power  to  contract  State  debu  to  an  amount  ex- 
ceeding $50,000,  without  the  consent  of  the  peo- 
ple. Another  clause  provided  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  school  fund.  Here  is  a  sample  of  the 
plunderers  and  robbers  who  wanted  to  seize  upon 
the  properly  of  the  rich  men;  who  shouldered 
their  muskets,  and  went  out  in  the  rain,  with  their 
coachmen  and  shoe-blacks.  Here  was  a  consti- 
tution giving  a  better  protection  to  property  than 
was  (o  be  found  in  that  of  any  other  State  in  the 
Union.  Now,  he  had  something  to  say  about 
the  charges  of  the  gentleman,  to  show  who  were 
the  freemen  of  Rhode  Island.  When  the  Revo- 
lution took  place,  and  the  Slates  of  this  Union 
became  free  from  foreign  dominion;  when,  from 
tyranny,  liberty  leapeainto  life;  when  monarchy 
was  driven  from  the  rest  of  the  land,  it  found  a 
hiding-place  in  Rhode  Island — nestled  there, and 
preserved  thelsstremnantof  kingly  power  on  this 
continent.  That  people — whofougntas  bravely, 
and  suffered  as  much,  as  any  other  of  the  old 
thirteen  States — alone,  in  the  whole  galaxy,  found 
no  relief  from  (he  oppressions  which  drove  them 
to  arms.  The  monarqji,  it  was  true,  was  driven 
away;  butin  his  place  came  the  charter  of  Charles 
II. — the  dissolute  tyrant,  who,  after  wreaking  his 
vengeance  on  the  Dorrs  of  England,  sent  abroad 
his  vile  instrument,  Jeff'rys,  who,  after  shedding 
torrents  of  blood,  regretted,  like  Nero,  that  he 
had  not  a  hundred  heads  to  strike  off'  at  one  blow. 
Among  the  victims  of  that  bloody  monster  was 
the  patriot  who  gave  the  first  impulse  to  civil  and 
religious  liberty.  He  alluded  t6  Sydney;  who,  he 
might  say,  was  not  more  misrepresented,  at  the 
dark  period  at  which  he  lived,  than  the  slandered 
and  abused  Dorr. 

He  would  read  again,  and  from  the  charter  un- 
der which  the  gentleman  said  that  the  people  of 
Rhode  Island  lived  so  happy  and  contented.  Mr. 
R.  here  read  a  clause  from  the.charter  of  Charles 
II.,  purporting  that  the  Governor  and  Deputy 
Governor  and  company  of  Rhode  Island  should 
have  full  power  and  autnority  to  appoint  and  alter 
the  times  and  places  of  the  meetings  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly;  and  they  should  choose  and  ap- 
pointso  many  persons  as  they  might  thinkproper, 
who  should  be  fl-ee  of  said  company.  There  is 
a  sample  of  the  charter  of  Rhode  Island;  and  the 
honoraljle  gentleman  [Mr.  Cranston]  in  main- 
taining that  charter,  maintains  the  right  of  the 
Governor  and  company  of  Rhode  Island  to  say 
who  should  be  freemen,  and  have  the  right  to  ex- 
ercise the  elective  franchise.  It  was  lo  overturn 
such  a  charter  as  that,  that  Dorr  and  his  associ- 
ates resorted  to  the  measures  which  the  gentle- 
man so  much  denounced. 

The  SPEAKER  here  announced  that  the  gen- 
tleman's hour  had  expired. 


Mr.  POTTER,  oi  Rhode  Island,  obtained  the 
floor,  and  said  a  few  words  in  too  low  a  tone  lo 
be  beard;  but  was  understood  to  move  for  the 
postponement  of  the  subject  till  Monday  next.       ' 

The  motion  waa  agreed  to. 

COURTS  IN  OHIO. 

Mr.  MOORE  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  was  considered,  and  agreed  to: 

Retolvedt  Tbat  ttie  Cnmmittfe  on  the  Judiciary  be  in- 
ftructed  to  report  to  thie  Hou«e,  on  or  befnre  Mnndiynen, 
the  bill  passed  bj  the  IScnule,  antl  rererred  to  said  commit- 
tee, entitled  "An  act  to  repeal  the  act  eniittfd  an  actio 
amend  the  act  or  the  lOih  March,  IKM,  eniHIed  an  act  is 
chan^p  the  time  of  boldinf  the  circuit  and  diatiict  couna  ia 
the  dUtrici  of  Ohio." 

SECOND  REGIMENT  OF  DRAGOONS. 

Mr.  HARALSON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Military  Aff°air8,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill 
to  repeal  so  much  of  the  act  of  23d  August,  1842, 
as  requires  the  second  regiment  of  dragoons  lo  be 
converted  into  a  regiment  of  riflemen,  reported 
the  same  back,  without  amendment,  and  it  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union. 

NORTHWESTERN  BOnNDART. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH  presented  resolutions 
from  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  m- 
siructing  its  Senators  i(nd  requesting  its  Repre- 
sentatives to  use  their  influence  for  a  settlement 
of  all  conflicting  claims  relative  to  the  florthweit- 
ern  boundary  question. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  W.,  they  were  ordered  u> 
be  printed,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  oo Mil- 
itary Affairs. 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  EULES. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  gave  notice  that  he  would 
hereafter  more  to  amend  the  rules  and  orders  bjr 
adding  thereto  the  following: 

That  the  House  may  at  any  time,  by  a  vote  ofs  majoiiv 
of  the  members  present,  suspend  the  rules  and  ord^n",  for 
the  purpose  of  going  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  Hooie 
on  the  sute  of  itae  Union,  and  also  for  providinf  fbr  tlw 
discharge  of  the  committee  from  the  furtlier  consiaeratioo 
ofaoy  bill  referred  to  it,  after  acting  without  debate  to  >U 
ameDdmenta  pending,  and  that  may  be  offered. 

BENJAMIN  MURPHT. 
Mr.  THOMPSON,  by  leave,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs,  to  which  was  referred 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  •'  An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Benjamin  Murphy,','  reported  the  saoM 
without  amendment. 

MODIFICATION  OF  TBK  TARIFF. 

Mr.  McKAY,  from  the  Committee  of  Wsvs 
and  Means,  made  a  report  on  the  subject  of  Ine 
tans',  to  accompany  the  bill  reported  by  him  yes- 
terday; which  was  referred  to  the  Committseof 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  LEWIS  said,  that  believing  the  report  to 
be  one  not  only  on  a  moat  important  subject,  but, 
a  very  able  one,  accompanied  by  some  valotble 
statistical  tables  calculated  to  give  general  in- 
formation, he  moved  the  printing  of  twenty-five 
thousand  extra  copies  of  it. 

The  SPEAKER  observed  that  the  motion  to 
print  extra  copies  was  not  then  in  order.  The 
gentleman  could  give  notice  of  bis  intention  to 
make  such  a  motion,  and  it  would  'come  up  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  LEWIS  then  gave  the  necessary  notice. 

Mr.  HALE  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  to  eo- 
able  the  gentlemaafrom  Alabama  [Mr.  Ltwiij 
to  move  uir  the  printing  of  an  extra  number  of 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Mess* 
on  the  tariff. 

Mr.  SCHENCE  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  being  ordered,  the  question  was  taken,  aod 
resulted — yeas  108,  nays  60;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Anderson,  Atkinson,  Beaton,  Edwwi  J. 
Black,  James  Black,  Blackwell,  Bossier,  Buwer,  Bavtis, 
Boyd,  Jacob  Brinkarhoff,  Brodhead,  WUIiam  J.  Bmn, 
Burke,  Burt,  Caldwell,  Campbell,  Caor,  Catlio,  Bo^ 
Chapman,  Chappell,  Cobb.  Croia,  CuMona,  Daos,  Ucksn 
D.  Davis,  John  W.  Davis,  Dawson,  Dean,  Dillingliaa, 
Dranigoole,Duiilap,  Elmer,  Farle«,PickUn.  Foster,  Fnaek, 
Byram  Green,  Hale,  Hamlin,  Haianteii,  Haralsos.Bssley, 
Herrick,  Hoge,  llopkius,  Houston,  Hubard,  "Habbell, 
HugheSrIames  B.  Hunt,  Charles  J. Infersoll.JanKsoa.Can 
Johnson,  Andrew  Johnson,  George VV.  Jones,  Aodrew  Ksa- 
nedy,  Preston  King,  Kirkpatrick,  Lahraoebe,  Leonaid, 
Lewis.  Lucas,  McCauslen,  Maclay,  McClelland,  MeCta- 
nand,  MoCounell,  McDowell,  McKay,  Joseph  MarnayMsr. 

Ehy,  Norris,  Payne,  Emery  D.  Potter,  Purdy,  Bali*«a, 
laWd  S.  Reid,  Reding,  Relfe,  Bluor,  Roberts,  BoMana, 
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Tbomu  H.  Seymnnr,  Darid  L.  Seyrooar,  Biroons,  Simp- 
■on,  Slidell,  Jolin  T.  Smith,  Thomu  Smith.  Robert  Smith, 
SteenriMl,  Stetson,  Slilcs,  intone,  i*yke»,  Taylor,  Ttioiup- 
Ron,  TIbbatm,  Tucker,  Weller,  Wtrnlworlh,  Wliealon, 
Williams,  VVoodwaril,  Jo«eph  A.  Wrif;lil,  and  Yost— 108. 
NAYS— Mewre.  At>bott, Adams,  Aslie, Baker,  Barringer, 
Barnard,  Milton  Brown,  Ji'remiati  Brown,  Carroll,  Causin, 
Chillon,Clinch,Clingman,OranHton, Garrett  Davis,  Dickey, 
Dickinson,  Ellis,  Fish,  Foot,  Willis  Green.  Grinnell,  Gri- 
der,  Hardfn,  Harper,  Hudson,  Washiniton  Hunt,  Josepli  R. 
Ingmvoll,  Jenks,  Perley  B.  Johiuon,J<Hin  P.Kennedy,  Dan- 
iel P.  Kins,  Mcllvaine,  Marsh,  Edward  J.  Morris,  Morse, 
Bf  oaeley,  Newton,  Peyton,  Preston,*  Kayner,  Charles  M. 
£ee<),  Boekwell,  Rodney  .Racers,  Sample,  Sehenck,  Senler, 
Severance,  Albert  Smilb,  Stephens,  Summers,  Thomas- 
son,  Tilden,  Tyler,  Vance,  Viatoa,  Wetbered,  WbUe,  and 
Winihro|>--M. 

So  the  rules  were  not  suspended — two  thirds 
not  voting  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  begged  leave  to  state, 
for  the  inforination  of  the  House,  that  the  minor- 
ity of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  would 
either  jointly  or  separately  ask  leave  to  present 
their  views  to  the  House  in  oppositiiln  to  the  re* 
port  of  the  majority. 

NORTHEASTERN  BOUNDART. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  moved  to  print  the 
report,  made  to  the  Secretary  of  State  by  Mr. 
Commissioner  Smith,  on  the  survey  of  the  north- 
eastern boundary,  which  was  agreed  to. 

COAST  SURVEY  SERVICE. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  then  moved  to  print 
the  correspondence  between  the  Secretary  ofWar 
and  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  communicated  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  by  the  Sec- 
retory of  the  Treasury,  relative  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  Army  and  Navy  officers  to  serve  on  the 
c«ast  survey. 

Mr.  VANCE  objected  to  any  more  motions,  as 
this  was  private  bill  day- 
Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  moved  to  suspend  the 
mles;  which  motion  prevailing,  the  printing  was 
ordered. 

JOHN  P.  SCUUTLER. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BRODHEAD,  the  question 
of  reconsideration  of  the  vote  yesterday  on  the 
case  of  John  P.  Schuyler,  was  postponed  to  the 
next  private  bill  day. 

BILLS  PASSED. 

The  following  bills  were  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  were  read  a  third  time  and  passed: 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Harrison; 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  H  ugh  Wallace  Wormley ; 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Enoch  McDaniel;  and 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Reid. 

WILLIAM  ELLERT. 

The  House  next  took  up  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
'William  Ellery,  which  was  debated  by  Messrs. 
C.  JOHNSON,  DANIEL  KING  ofNew York, 
HAMLIN,  HALE,  VANCE,  WINTHROP, 
and  others. 

The  veas  and  nays  were  then  taken  on  a  mo- 
tion to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table;  and  they  resulted 
—yeas  72,  nays  69. 

So  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WELLER  gave  notice  of  a  motion  of 
reconsideration  of  the  vote  just  taken. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLB  moved  that  when  the 
House  adjourn,  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday 
next,  at  eleven  o'clock;  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


The  rollowing  noticea  orpetiUona,  presented  to-day,  were 
banded  to  the  reporter  by  the  niembera  presenting  them  : 

Bj  Mr.  MURPHY :  The  memorial  of  Ooctnra  John  Csr- 
penier  and  James  £.  Dubois  and  fif^y-seven  others,  citizens 
OfNew  Utrecbl,  in  the  Stale  of  New  York,  praying  for  the 
abolicion  of  the  apirit  rat^n  in  the  Navy  i  which  was  re- 
ferred 10  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

By  Mr.  McCLERN  AND :  The  petition  of  nnmerous  cit- 
iaens  of  Franklin  county,  Illinois,  praying  the  establishment 
of  a  post  oflice  at  Rain's  Mills,  near  Uie  post  mute  from 
Benion,  in  said  coonly,  to  Mount  Veman,  in  Jefferson 
conoljr ;  which  waa  referred  to  the  Commillee  on  the  Poet 
Oflice  and  Post  Roads. 

By  Mr.  KENNEDY,  of  Indiana:  The  petition  of  W.  A. 
Boas,  praying  a  mail  roate  from  Decatur  to  Liberty  Mill*, 
Indiana. 

By  Mr.  HUBBELL :  The  petition  of  Stephen  T.  Covel! 
and  one  handred  and  ninety-six  others,  citiiem  of  Coming, 
Btenben  county.  New  York,  praying  the  reduction  ofpoat- 
■(«,  and  that  a  law  may  be  inssed  abolishing  the  fVanking 
prlvileie  in  every  form,  making  the  Government  pay  for  the 
ose  or  the  Department  more  JusUy  and  equally  iinposed ; 
which  waa  tefened  (o  the  Committee  on  the  Puet  Office  and 
Post  Roads, 


IN  SENATE. 
MoKDAT,  March  II,  1844. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore  laid  before- the 
Senate  a  communication  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment, reporting,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution 
of  the  Senate  of  the  23d  ultimo,  information  upon 
the  subject  of  an  examination  of  the  drawings  and 
plan  of  William  S.  Colquboun,  of  Virginia,  for 
the  removal  of  sand  bars. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SEVIER,  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table,  and  be  printed. 

PETITIONS,  ETC. 

Mr.  WHITE  presented  a  memorial  from  sun- 
dry citizens  of  Indiana,  praying  Congress  to 
grant  to  the  State  of  Indiana  the  Uiisold  lands  in 
the  Vincennes  district,  to  be  applied  to  the  com- 
pletion of  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal  to  the  Ohio 
river;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
PuI'lic  Lands. 

Mr.  TALLMADOE  presented  a  memorial 
from  H.  R.  Warren  and  others,  citizens  of  the 
town  of  Clay,  in  the  county  of  Onondaga,  New 
York,  praying  a  reduction  of  the  rate  of  postage; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Also,  memorials  from  forty-three  citizens  of 
New  Port,  and  elghty-aix  citizens  of  Port  Huron, 
St.  Clair  county,  Michigan;  from  seventy-five 
citizens  of  Flint,  in  Genesee  county,  Michigan; 
and  one  hundred  and  eighteen  citizens  of  Dexter, 
Michigan;  praying  an  appropriation  for  a  canal 
round  the  falls  of  St.  Mary;  which  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  PORTER  presented  memorials  from  two 
hundred  and  sixty-six  citizens  of  Kalamazoo, 
Michigan;  from  one  hundred  and  two  cilizeas  of 
Lenawee  county;  from  seventy-seven  citizens  of 
Rochester,  Oakland  coitnty;  and  from  two  hun- 
dred and  three  citizens  of  Detroit,  Michigan; 
praying  for  an  appropriation  for  the  construction 
of  a  canal  around  Uie  falla  of  St.Mary ;  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  presented  a  resolution  adopted 
by  the  Legislature  of  l<ouisiana,  requesting  the 
Senators  and  Representatives  from  that  State  to 
use  their  exertions  to  procure  an  appropriation 
for  the  removal  of  obstructions  from  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  Bayou  Lafourche;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

'Mr.  JARNAGIN  presented  a  memorial  from 
the  heirs  of  Absalom  Tipton,  praying  Congress 
for  five  yeara' commutation  pay  on  account  of 
the  services  of  Csptain  Tipton,  who  waa  killed 
in  the  revolutionary  war;  which  waa  referred  to 
the  Committee  oh  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  SEVIER  presented  a  memorial  from 
Charles  N .  Johnson  and  two  others,  praying  Con- 
gress to  take  some  steps  to  secure  a  more  regular 
reception  of  the  southern  mail. 

Mr.  S.  agreed  with  the  memorialists  that  some 
steps  should  be  taken  to  remedy  the  failures.  The 
proper  remedy  which  occurreii  to  him  was  to  de- 
duct, for  each  failure,  |1,000  from  the  aalary  of 
the  Postmaster  General. 

The  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  presented  a  petition  from 
Samuel  S.  Buckingham  and  others,  citizens  of 
Portland,  Connecticut,  praying  the  Senate  to  re-i 
consider  their  vote  of  last  year  by  which  a  treaty/ 
of  navigation  and  commerce  with  Texas  was 
rejected.  ' 

Mr.  H.  made  some  remarks  touching  the  mis- 
apprehension of  the  memorialisu  as  to  the  action 
of  the  Senate.  The  treaty  was  not  rejected,  but 
confirmed,  with  amendments. 

The  memorial  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  DAYTON  presented  a  similar  memorial 
from  citizens  of^New  Castlfe,  Delaware,  on  the 
same  subject  as  the  above;  which  received  the 
same,  reference. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGB  presented  four  memo- 
rials— one  from  one  hundred  and  sixty-five  citi- 
zens of  Ypsilanti;  one  from  ninety-two  citizens 
of  Manchester,  Washington  county;  one  from 
one  hundred  and  four  citizens  of  Gibraltar;  and 
one  from  one  hundred  and  forty-two  citizens  of 
Marshal,  Calhoun  county,  Michigan — prayingfor 
an  appropriation  to  construct  a  canal  around  the 
falls  of  St.  Mary;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Roads  and  Canals 


Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
I  Chamber  of  Commerce,  New  York,  upon  the 
subject  of  constructing  new  lights  in  the  harbor 
of  New  York;  wbieh  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  presented  a  petition  from 
R.  H.  Eddyandothers,  engineers,  inventors,  antl 
manufacturers,  interested  in  the  progress  of  use- 
ful arts,  suggesting  sundry  alterations  in  the  laws 
rejiUuig  to  patents  and  the  Patent  Office;  which 
we"referred  to  the  Committee  on  Patents  and 
the  Patent  Office.. 

Mr.  ARCHEI^  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
presidents  and 'directors  of  all  the  railroad  com- 
panies in  Virginia, asking  Congress. to  passalaw 
admitting  railroad  iron  free  of  duty;  which  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  be  printed,  a  bill 
for  that  purpose  having  been  reported. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Philip  Nelson,  and  other 
heirs  of  the  late  General  Thomas  Nelson,  of  Vir- 
ginia, praying  Congress  to  pass  a  law  granting  to 
ihem  the  commutation  pay  and  interest  due  to  a 
major  general  of  the  Virginia  State  line;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Claims,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  petition  from  George  H.  Matthews,  of 
Buckingham,  and  other  citizens  of  the  county  of 
Cumberland,  Virginia,  praying  Congress  to  pass 
a  law. granting  relief  to  the  surviving  families  of 
the  officers,  seamen,  and  marines  who  perlshett 
on  board  the  United  States  schooner  Orampost 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REPKRRED* 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ARCHER,  leave  was  granted 
to  withdraw  from  the  files  of  the  Senate  the  peti- 
tion and  papers  of  Dr.  George  Yates. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BATES,  it  was  ordered  that  , 
the  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  Massachu- 
setts, on  the  subject  of  the  annexation  of  Texas 
to  the  United  Slates,  be  taken  from  the  table  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  BAYARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Aifairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  tb« 
widow  of  David  R.  Porter,  praying  to  be  allowed 
certain  pay  to  which  her  husband  was  entitled, 
by  way  of  outfit  as  resident  minister  at  Constan- 
tinople, and  also  for  pension,  made  an  adveras 
report;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  B.  also,  from  the  same  eommittee,  to  which 
was  referred  a  petition  of  the  officers  and  crew  of 
the  steamer  Missouri,  praying  indemnity  for  tha 
loss  of  property  by  the  destruction  of  that  vessel, 
reported  a  bill  which  embraces  some  other  perma- 
nent matters  supplementary  to  the  act  entitled, 
' '  An  act  regulating  the  pay  of  the  Navy  of  the 
United  States;"  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
a  second  reading. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  reported  back,  with  an- amend- 
ment, the  bill  giving  the  assent  of  Consress  to  the 
State  of  i  III  nois  to  impose  a  tax  on  lands  hereafter 
sold  in  the  State,  from  and  after  the  lime  of  sueii 
sale, 

Mr.  WALKER,  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  reported  back,  with  an  amendment, 
the  bill  to  reduce  and  graduate  the  price  of  the 
public  lands  in  favor  of  settlers  and  cultivators. 

Mr.  HENDERSON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  supplement- 
ary to  the  act  for  the  relief  of  William  Wynnt 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  JARNAGIN,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, reported  back  without  amendment,  and 
with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass.  House 
bill  to  transfer  the  names  of  pensioners  from  the 
agencies  in  the  State  of  Kentucky  to  the  agency 
at  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  made  an  ad- 
verse report  on  the  petition  of  Lewis  Davis  for  a 
pension;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table, 
and  be  printed. 

Mr.  BATES,  from  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Claims,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the 
petition  of  the  heirs  of  Thomas  G.  Feachey,  for 
indemnity  for  property  destroyed  during  the  Rev- 
olution; which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table, 
and  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  the  Committee  on 
Pensions  was  discharged  from  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  petition  of  Eliza  Maury,  for  the  te- 
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newal  of  pension,  snd  it  wM  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee  on  Nsval  Aflfaira. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BATES,  the  Committee  on 
Pensions  was  discharged  from  the  consideration 
of  the  cases  of  Mary  Ann  Morrice,  the  widow  of 
Davis  F.  Morrice,aDd  the  petition  of  Robert  Ram- 
say; and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions. 

NOTICE  OF  A  BILL. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  gave  notice  that  he  woifkt,  en 
to-morroWi  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  con- 
firm the  rates  of  public  lands  in  the  State  of  Lou- 
isiana in  certain  cases,  and  for  other  purposes. 

BILL  INTRODOCED. 

Mr.  PORTER,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  au- 
thorizing the  opening  of  a  canal  around  the  Falls 
of  St.  Mary,  atthe  outlet  of  Lake  Superior;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals. 

ACTING  MIDSHIPMEN. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BAYARD,  it  was  ordered 
that  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of 
the  8th  instant,  in  relation  to  the  appointments 
of  acting  midshipmen,  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ATCHISON,  it  was  ordered 
that  the  report  from  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office,  on  the  subject  of  the  receipt 
of  illegal  fees  by  the  land  officers,  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

OREGON  QUESTION. 

Mr.  MOREHEAD  here  remarked  that  the 
hour  for  the  orders  of  the  day  had  nearly  arrived ; 
but  several  Senators  had  assured  him  that  they 
would  be  compelled  to  leave  their  seats  in  conse- 
quence of  the  exposed  situation  of  the  Chamber — 
almost  all  the  glass  in  the  windows  havin;  been 
broken  by  the  firing  of  the  cannon  by  the  United 
States  artillery.  If  it  would ,  therefore,  be  agree- 
able to  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr. 
Buchanan,]  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor  on 
the  Oregon  question,  he  would  movA  that  the 
Senate  adjoarn.' 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  observed  that  he  was  very 
anxious  to  proceed  in  his  remarks;  but,  from  the 
necessity  of  the  case,  he  would  have  to  yield  his 
wishes. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned  till  to-morrow  at 
twelve  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
MoNDAT,  March  II,  1844. 

The  Journal  of  Saturday  having  been  read, 

The  SPEAKER  announced  that  the  first  busi- 
ness in  order  would  be  the  call  of  the  States  for 
resolutions. 

PERSONAL  EXPLANATION. 

Mr.  CRANSTON  asked  leave  to  make  a  per- 
Bonal  explanation.    . 

No  objection  being  made, 

Mr.  CRANSTON  read  an  extract  from  an  ar- 
ticle in  the  Globe  in  reference  to  the  remarks  of 
Mr.  Ratbstin,  of  Saturday,  on  the  Rhode  Island 
question,  that  "  Mr.  R.  had  made  him  (Mr.  C.) 
take  back  nearly  all  he  was  understood  to  say- 
yesterday;  and  that  he  (Mr.  C.)  seemed  willing 
to  take  back  all,  but  that  Mr.  R.  would  not  yield 
the  floor  to  him  to  enable  him  to  do  so."  Now, 
he  called  on  the  member  from  New  York,  and 
every  member  present  at  the  lime,  to  say  whether 
this  was  correct .'  and  he  would  be  glad  if  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  would  state  what  part  of 
bis  remarks  he  was  compelled  to  take  back.  After 
some  remarks  in  relation  to  the  constitution  of 
Rhode  Island,  Mr.  C.  went  on  to  say  that  he 
rose  several  times,  while  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  was  speaking,  to  correct  him;  for  instance: 
the  gentleman  quoted  him  as  having  stated  that 
there  were  several  hundreds  who  voted  for  Dorr's 
constitution  who  were  in  their  graves;  whereas 
he  had  said  no  such  thine,  and  accordingly  rose  to 
correct  that  statement.  The  gentleman  also  quoted 
him  as  making  charges  against  his  constituents 
of  being  ruffians;  whereas  he  applied  that  epithet 
to  people  who  were  on.  the  borders  of  the  State; 
and  he  said  that  those-who  intended  to  rush  in 
afler  the  city  of  Providence  was  taken,  were  ruf- 
fians. 

Mr.  BURKE  wished  the  gentleman  to  slate 
whether  he  was  reported  correctly  in  the  National 
Intelligencer. 


Mr.  CRANSTON  said  no;  the  Intelligencer 
did  not  give  one  quarter  of  what  he  said. 

Mr.  BURKE  wished  the  gentleman  to  state 
whether  the  report  was  correct  as  far  as  it  went. 

Mr.  CRA'NSTON  replied  that  it  viras  correct 
as  far  as  it  went. 

Mr.  BURKE  then  read  the  following  extract 
from  Mr.  Cranstok's  remarks,  as  reported  in 
the  National  Intelligencer: 

**  He  had,  liowever,  no  olijcction  to  the  gcntlemnn  '•  Bend- 
ing for  atl  who  voted  for  Dorr's  constitution,  though  mime 
of  them,  ot  least,  were  in  their  grares  months  bi'fore  Ihat 
constitution  was  voted  for.  There  were  more  than  twd 
thousand  men  of  those  whoae  names  appeared  as  voting  for 
that  constitution  who  had  not  been  in  iiie  State  of  Rhode 
Island  for  four  years  previous  to  that  time.  Where  did  the 
gentleman  eipect  to  find  these  ?  Did  he  expect  to  dig  up 
the  bones  of  those  who  bad  slept  quietly  in  their  graves  be- 
fore the  question  on'  the  adoption  of  the  constitution  was 
put?  Would  he  go  to  Ireland  for  the  five  hundred  voters 
who  were  upon  Ijiese  shores  when  that  coostilulion  was 
voted  for?" 

Now,  he  would  ask  the  gentleman  if  it  was  not 
here  plainly  stated,  that  five  hundred  of  these 
voters  were  in  Ireland,  and  the  rest  (fifteen  hun- 
dred) in  their  graves? 

Mr.  CRANSTON  said  that  his  language  would 
not  bear  such  a  constrnction.  The  gentleman  had 
drawn  the  inference  that  fifteen  hundred  were  in 
their  graves,  because  be  had  said  that  there  were 
two  thousand  who  were  not  in  the  State  when  the 
constitution  was  voted  for. 

Mr.  BURKE  said  that  he  did  not  draw  any  in- 
ference. The  gentleman's  language  was  a  state- 
ment of  facts. 

Mr.  CRANSTON  said  that  nobody  else  but  the 
^ntleman  from  New  Hampshire  would  draw  the 
inference  that  fifteen  hundred  of  these  voters  were 
in  their  graves.  He  meant  to  say  that  two  thou- 
sand and  more  of  those  whose  names  were  re- 
ported to  have  voted  for  this  constitution  were 
not  in  the  State  at  the  time,  and  did  not  vote  for 
it.  Mr.  C.  was  proceeding  at  length  to  give  bis 
reasons  for  making  this  assertion,  when 

Mr.  RATHBUN  inquired  if  the  gentleman  was 
going  to  make  another  speech  .' 

Mr.  CRANSTON*  said  no;  his  object  was  to 
get  an  answer  to  the  question  he  asked  from  the 
gentleman  from  New  York. 

Mr.  R.ATHBUN  said  he  was  ready  to  answer 
the  gentleman,  if  hp  would  yield  him  the  floor. 

Mr.  CRANSTON  declined  giving  up  the  floor. 
He  wished  the  gentleman  to  make  a  simple  reply 
to  the  question  he  asked. 

Mr.  RATHBUN  said  he  had  no  objections  to 
state  whatever  he  knew  on  the  subject,  in  answer 
to  the  gentleman,  at  a  fitting  time. 

Here  repeated  calls  were  made  for  the  orders 
of  the  day. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  to  the  gentleman  from 
Rhode  Island  that  it  was  not  in  order  to  debate 
the  general  question — that  he  could  only  refer  to 
what  he  wished  to  explain  in  relation  to  the  re- 
port. 

Mr.  CRANSTON  said  he  did  not  wish  to  de- 
bate the  general  question;  all  he  wanted  was  an 
explanauon  from  the  gentleman  from  New  York. 
Now  he  averred  that  Be  had  taken  nothing  back 
of  what  he  said  in  his  speech.  He  rose  several 
times  to  correct  the  gentleman,  but  be  made  no 
admissions. 

Here  the  call  for  the  orders  of  the.  day  was  re- 
peated by  several. 

COURTS  IN  OHIO. 

Mf.  SAUNDERS  called  the  attention  nf  the 
House  to  the  following  resolution  suumitted  on 
Saturday  by  Mr.  Moobe:  , 

Retolvedf  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  in- 
structed to  report  to  this  House,  on  or  before  Monday  next, 
the  bill  passed  by  Uie  Senate,  and  referred  to  said  commit- 
tee, entitled  '*  An  act  to  repeal  the  act  entitled  an  act  to 
amend  the  act  of  the  10th  March,  1830,. entitled  an  act  to 
change  the  time  of  holding  the  circuit  and  district  courts 
in  the  district  of  Obio." 

Mr.  S,  said  that  he  was  not  in  the  House  at 

the  time  the  resolution -was  offered ;  but  hnving 
since  seen  it,  he  considered  it  a  censure  on  the 
committee.  Now,  (Mr.  S.  said,)  the  committee 
were  ready  to  report  this  bill  back  to  the  House, 
but  were  prevented  from  doing  so  by  the  gentle- 
man who  oflered  it,  who  asked  them  not  to  make 
a  report  on  it  till  his  colleague  from  the  Cincinnati 
district  [Mr.  Dithcan]  had  been  heard  before  the 
committee.  After  this  request  had  been  made,  he 
thought  it  strange  that  the  gentleman  should  have 
submitted  such  a  resolution  to  the  House. 


Mr.  POTTER,  of  Ohio,  explained  the  reasons 
why  the  resolution  was  offered,  to  be  the  anxiety 
of  some  noembers  of  the  Ohio  tlelegation  to  have 
the  bill  decided  in  the  House.  He  did  not  con- 
sider the  resolution  as  implying  any  censure  oo 
the  Judiciary  Comn^ittee,  and  declared  that  none 
was  intended. 

Some  further  explanations  followed,  fmai 
Messrs.  VINTON,  POTTER,  of  Ohio,  SAUN- 
DERS,  MOORE,  and  DUNCAN. 

Mr.  VANCE  hoped  the  resolution  passed  oa 
Saturday  would  be  reconsidered;  and  that,  after 
the  explanation,  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
would  be  satisfied  that  no  disrespect  was  intended 
towards  them. 

The  resolution  was  then  reconsidered;  and,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Wbller,  laid  on  the  table. 

NEW  YORK  RBSOLUTIONSt 
Mr.  LEONARD  presented  to  the  House  reso- 
lutions of  the  Legislature  ot  the  State  of  New 
York,  instructing  their  Senators  and  requesting 
their  Representatives  to  vote  for  an  appropriation 
for  the  improvement  of  the  Hudson  river. 

OREGON.- 

Mr.  A.  V.  BROWN,  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Territories,  reported  a  bill  extending  the 
civil  and  criminal  jurisdiction  of  the  courts  of  the 
Territory  of  Iowa,  south  and  west  of  said  Terri- 
tory to  the  Pacific;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  <he  Union, 
and  ordered,  together  with  the  report,  to  be  printed. 

The  bill  extends  said  jurisdiction  west  of  the 
Rocky  Mountains,  from  latitude  420  south  to  HP 
40*  of  north  latitude.  It  gives  six  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  land  to  each  inhabitant  of  any  State 
or  Territory  who  may  have  heretofore  removed, 
or  may  hereafter  remove  to  that  country  and  cul- 
tivate and  use  the  same  for  five  years.  Also,  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  for  the  wife  of  said  in- 
habitant, and  the  like  quantity  to  each  child  when 
taken  there,  or  which  may  be  born  in  the  Terri- 
tory. It  further  provides  for  the  appointment  of 
another  judge  for  the  Territory  of  Iowa,  who  is 
to  reside  in  Oregon;  and  also  for  the  appointment 
of  justices  of  the  peace. 

The  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  if 
appropriated  to  build  forts  on  the  main  pass  to 
Oregon,  and  within  it,  and  to  carry  into  enect  the 
other  provisions  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  LEONARD  and  Mr.  FISH  obtained  per- 
mission to  present  petitions  from  New  York. 

Mr.  COBB  calleil  for  the  orders  of  the  day. 

resolut;on  dat. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  the  order  of  busi- 
ness to  be  the  call  of  the  States  for  resolutions, 
commencing  with  South  Carolina. 

Mr.  COBB  offered  a  resolution  fixing  the  hoar 
of  meeting  of  the  House  hereafter  at  eleven 
o'clock;  and  on  this  he  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

On  the  question  of  seconding  the  demand  for 
the  previous  question,  tellers  wer«  demanded; 
and  Messrs.  Ca;,sin  and  Bitrkc  were  appointed; 
and  t^ey  reported — ayes  69,  noes  38;  being  less 
than  a  quorum. 

The  SPEAKER  said  there  was.  undoubtedly  a 
quorum  in  the  House,  and  he  requested  gentle- 
men to  vote  on  one  siile  or  the  other. 

The  vote  was  again  taken;  and  resulted — ayes 
75,  noes  51. 

The  main  question  being  then  pat,  "  Shall  the 
resolution  be  adopted  ?"  the  yeas  and  nays  wers 
ordered;  and  being  taken,  resulted — yeas  197, 
nays  33;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Abbott,  Adams,  Arringloa,  Alkiasoa, 
Barriiiger,  Benton,  James  Blaclc.  Bo«#ier,  Bower,  Bo^ 
Brodhead,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Milton  Brown,  Wilfiua  J. 
Drown,  Bufflngton,  Borlie,  Burt,  Caldwvll,  Gary.  Carroll, 
Causin,  Benben  Chapman,  Chappell,  Clinch,  Ctiognw** 
Cobb,  Cross,  Cullom,  Dana,  Richard  D.  Daris,  Jofaa  VV. 
Davis,  Dean,  Deberry,  Dickey,  Dickinson,  """■■fr^^f; 
Duncan,  Dunlap,  Elmer,  Ficklin,  Fish,  French,  Byrn 
Green,  Grinnell,  Grider,  Hale,  Hainlin,  Hsmaicu,H«ralBa»y 
Harper,  Henley,  Herrick, Hopkins, Hnoswn, Hughes.  Hoo- 
gerfurd,  Washington  Hunt,  Irvin,  Jenlu,  Cave  Johaooe, 
Perley  B.  Johnson.  Andrew  Jobnsoo.  Geoige  W.  Jasies. 
Andrew  Kennedy,  Jolm  P.  Kennedy,  Preston  King,  DanM 
P.  King,  Kirkpatnek,  Labranche,  Leonard,  Lucu,  Lysi^ 
kin,  Lyon,  McClelland,  McClemsnd,  MeCoaneU,  McDww- 
ell,  Moore,  Bdward  J.  Morris,  Morphy,Oweo, Peyloo.Kaj- 
ery  D.  Pouer.  Pratt,  Preston,  Purdy,  Ksilibun,  Cbtife*  M. 
Reed,  Dovid  S.  Reid,  Reding,  Rclfe,  Ritter,  Roberts,  KoMa- 
son.  Rockwell,  Rogers,  Russell,  St.  John,  Saunders.  Senw. 
David  li.  Seymour,  Simons,  Simpson,  Slidell,  -JP***"  "- 
Smith,  Thomas  Smith,  Bobert  Smith,  Slsenioil.Sieuaa, 
Audrew  Stewart.  Jobn  Stewart,  Sules,  Sums,  Taylar, 
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Thompson,  TibliatUt,  Tucker, Vance,  Wpller,  Wentwonh, 
Wetlwrcii.  Wlicaioii,  While,  WillitunB,  Woodwnrd,  Joseph 
A.  Wrijeht,  ami  Vosl— 127.; 

NAY:^— Afi^ssrs.  Hnniurd,  Edward  J.  RIack,  Jeremiiih 
Bmwn,  Campbell,  Chilton,  CulUiinvr,  Cmib^ion.  Gnrreii 
Pnvic-,  Po4>t,  Ft>st**r,  IJardiiif  lltilincs,  Hudson,  (jliarles  J. 
lii^rcioll.  Jo.4cp}i  It.  IngerNoll.  Lewis,  Maclay,  Mrllvahic, 
Marsh,  Morse,  Mosclcy,  Newton,  Rayncr,  Uodn*y,  Saiu- 
plu,  Sctirnck,  Severance.  Caleb  B.  Sniitb,  SummerSi  Til- 
den,  Tyler,  Vinton,  and  Winilirop— 33. 

So  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  BLACK,  of  Georgia,  offered  tha  follow- 
ing resolution,  and  called  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion : 

ResotecJj  That  Coneresa  has  no  constitutional  power  to 
•boIiKli  slavery  in  the  Territories  nf  the  C'liited  States  or  in 
the  Diotrict  of  Columbia,  or  to  receive  any  petition,  memo- 
rml,  or  other  paper,  the  purpose  ot'  which  is  lu  accompliatl 
that  object,  either  directly  or  indirectly. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  moved  that  the  resolution 
be  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  ADAMS  irKjuired  whether  the  resolution 
did  not  come  within  the  rule  which  prohibits  the 
reception  of  all  papers  relating  to  the  subject  of 
slavery .' 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  he  dij  not  con- 
sider it  as  coming  within  the  rule. 

On  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  tabic,  the  yeasand 
nays  were  demanded,  and  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  there  were— • 
yeaa  96,  nays  61;  as  follows: 

VEAS  —  Messrs.  Benton,  James  BIacIe,  Blackwell, 
Unwtitf  Boyd,  Jacolt  Brinkt-rliotf,  Brndliend,  William  J. 
Brown,  Butfengton,  Uorke,  Caldwell,  Cary.  Cntlin^  Chneb, 
Cobh,  CuMum,  l)aiiH,Gurr(:tt  Duvis.John  W.  Davts,  Dean, 
Pmniconle,  Donlnp,  Eiraer,  Fish,  Foster,  French.  Willis 
Grren.  Uymm  Greun,  Grider.  Hamlin,  Hardin,  H<Miler, 
llerrick.  H(>i{e,  Mopkimi,  Hubard,  Hungerfurd.  James  B. 
Hunt,  Charles  J.  Iiigerf^nlt,  -Totaeph  It.  Ini^ersoM,  Jameson, 
Jcfiks,  Cave  Johnson,  Andruw  Johnson,  Andrew.  Kennedy, 
John  P.  Kennttdy,  Prr^ton  Kine,  Lefmard,  l^ucas,  Mc- 
Cnwilen,  Maclay,  McClelland,  Mcl>«)wel|,  Moore,  JtMCph 
Morris,  Momiley,  Murpliy,  Owen,  Parnienter,  Emery  D. 
Putter,  Pruit,  Purdy,  Ilaihbnn,  Raj  ner,  Diivid  H.  Keid, 
Kedfnx,  Relfe,  Rilier,  Robinson,  Rodney,  Ru:*sell.  E^t.  John, 
Sample,  Senter,  I'homas  H.  Seymour,  Uavtd  L.  tiuymnur, 
Simona,  Slidell,  John  T.  Saiilh,  Thomas  Smith,  Robert 
Stoith,  Steenrod,  Stephens,  John  Stt'wart,  Stone,  Suiii- 
loers,  Taylor,  Tibbalts,  Tuckrr,  Tyler.  VVtiller,  Went 
woftli,  Wbeaton,  Williams,  Joseph  A.  Wright,  and  Yost— 
S6. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Abbott,  Aitams,  Bnkcr,  DarrJnger,  Ed- 
ward J.  Black,  Bmsier.  Bowlin,  tiuft,  Carroll,  Reuben 
Chapman,  Chappell,  CliiMon,  Collamer,  Cranston,  Daniel, 
Richard  D.  Davis,  Deberry,  Dickey,  Ellis.  Ficklin,  Foot, 
Giddtngs,  Hate,  Hammett,  Haralson,  HouHtnn,  Hudson, 
Hushes,  VVasbingioniiunt,  Irvio,  Purtcy  B.Johnson,  Dan- 
iel "p.  King,  Labranche,  Lewis,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  MeCon- 
tieil,  Mcllvaine,  Marsb,  Edward  J.  M'>rri.«,  Morw,  Newton, 
Peyton,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Roberts,  Rockwell.  Hoffere,  Saun- 
derv,  Schmick,  Severance,  Simpson,  Caleb  11.  Smith,  An- 
drew Stewan,  Stiles,  Thoma»son,Tilrien,  Vance,  Viriion, 
White,  Widthrop,  Woodward,  and  William  Wright— Ql. 

So  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  TIBBATTS,  it  was 
Refo/e«rf,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions 
b«  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  and  ju-slice  of 
extRnding  tlic  benefit  of  an  act  cntrtled  **  An  act  j^rmnliug 
hair  pay  and  pensions  to  certain  widows,^'  approved  July 
7,  1638,  to  widowd  whose  husbands  have  died  since  the 
pu»ag«  of  said  act,  or  who  shall  hereafter  die,  if  racb 
widows  shall  otlierwlse  be  entitled  to  the  same. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HARALSON,  it  was 
Rewolvedy  That  the  papers  retatintc  to  thf  claim  of  John 
Bobiuson,  adintnUtrator  upon  the  estate  of  George  A*.  Lav- 
ender, deceased,  accompanying  this  motion,  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CHAPPELL,  it  was 

Rf.Mlced,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  intound  report  on  the  expe- 
diency of  transporting  the  mail  between  the  cities  of 
Charleston  and  Savannah  by  steamboats  daily,  in  Ueo  of 
the  present  daily  transportation  by  land.     * 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SIMPSON,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  PostOfficeand  Post 
Bonds  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  estab- 
lishing a  mail  route  from  Laiirens  Court  HnuBC,  South  Car- 
olina, by  Anderson  Court  House  and  AndersoMVillu,  in  tlie 
s&uie  State,  to  Athens,  Georgia. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing resolution;  which  being  objected  to,  lies 
over  for  one  day: 

R«$olced  hy  the  Senate  and  Hotue  of  RepretevtoHveM  of 
the  United  S£s<es  of  America  in  Congest  aaseml'Ud,  That 
it  be  recommended  to  the  several  State  Legislatures  to 
adopt  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  by  adding  to  the  fourth  paragraph  of  the  tlrst  sec- 
tion or  article  eleventh  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  these  words : 

"And  wheti  Congress  shall  have  Axed  the  ratio  of  repre- 
scntatinn  after  each  enumeration  of  the  population  of  the 
United  States,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Legislatures  of  the 
•eveml  States  to  divide  their  respective  States  Into  as  many 
dtstrictn  aa  such  States  may  have  Senators  and  Kcpresent- 
adves  in  Congress— each  district  to  contain,  as  near  as  may 
be,  an  equal  number  of  population,  occorduig  to  the  prin- 


ciple of  representation  in  Congress ;  and  each  district  shall 
elect  an  elector;  so  ns  to  make  said  paragraph  reiut  thus : 
The  Congress  may  determine  the  time  -if  choosing  the 
electors,  and  the  day  on  which  thry  shall  give  their  voles, 
which  shall  be  the  same  throughout  the  Cnited  States;  and 
when  CniigRtds  shall  have  fixed  ihi:  ratio  offepresentation, 
after  each  enimirration  of  the  pfipulatinn  of  the  Uniled 
States,  it  shall  be  the  dutyoftiie  Legislatures  of  the  scvcraj 
Slates  to  divide  their  respective  States  into  as  many  dis- 
tricts as  such  States  may  have  Senators  and  Represent- 
atives in  Congretta — each  di«trictlocuntnin,as  near  as  may 
be,  an  equal  number  of  population,  according  to  tlie  prin- 
ciple of  representation  iu  Congress ;  and  each  di&trict  shall 
elect  one  elector." 

Mr.  BOYD  offered  the  following  resolution,  and 
demanded  the  previous  question  on  it: 

Hesotped^  Tliat  twenty  thousand  extra  copies  of  the  bill 
and  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  in  rela- 
latinn  to  the  tariA',  be  printed  lor  l)ie  use  of  this  House. 

•  The  df'mand  for  the  previous  question  having 
been  seconded,  and  the  main  question  ordered,  it 
was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative — yeaa  109,  nays  50. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  CALDWELL,  it  was 
ItesaUedj  That  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions 
be  in-^tructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  alluwing 
pensions  to  Lnrinn  Holland. %nncy  Reed,  Judah  French, 
Eleanor  Kfnzstnn,  Cnihnrinn  'I'tiylor,  Nelly  While,  Samuel 
WilliajOH,  Dennis  Hopkins,  Uehia  Johnson,  and  Hugh  War- 
ren, in  conforntity  with  the  declarations  and  papers  in  their 
respective  canes  now  on  file  in  JiC  office  of  the  Commirf'- 
siouer  of  Pensions. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FRENCH,  it  was 
Retolcedf  That  the  Secretary  of  War  communicate  to 
this  House,  at  as  early  a  period  as  practicable,  the  progress 
made  in  the  purchase  of  the  files,  nnd  in  the  conxtruction 
of  the  marine  hospitals  on  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers 
nnd  Lake  Erie,  authorized  and  required  by  the  act  entitled 
'*An  act  to  provide  for  certain  harbors,  and  for  the  removal 
of  obstruciions  in  nnd  at  the  mcmih  of  cerudn  river«.  and 
for  other  pnrpnseH,  during  the  year  IR36,"  approved  March 
3, 1837,  and  accompany  tlie  same  witli  estimates  of  the  sums 
necessary  fur  their  completion. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WHITE,  it  was 
Retoived^  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Aflhira  he  In- 
structed to  inquire  and  report  upon  the  expediency  nnd  pro- 
priety of  amending  the  law  regulating  the  pay  of  commii- 
liioned  officers  in  the  United  Slates  marine  corps,  so  that  the 
pay  and  eninlunients  of  such  officers,  When  attached  tosea- 
giiins  ve^cts,  shall  be  equal  tojlieir  compeusatlon  when 
doing  duty  on  shore. 

Mr.  SENTER offered  the  followin|!:  resolution; 
but,  as  objection  was  raised,  it  lies  over: 

Aesotved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  report  to 
this  House  the  amount  of  revenue  from  the  duties  upon  im- 
ports accruing  in  the  mouths  of  January  and  February  of 
tlie  present  yvar. 

Mr.  ASHE  offered  the  following  resolution; 
which,  being  objected  to,  lies  over  one  dayke 

Retolsed,  Tlint  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 

requested  to  inform  this  Hooso  whether  tlie  sixth  section 
of  tlie  act  of  t^'ongrcss,  approved  by  liiin  Auguimi  23,  1849, 
nnd  contemplating  eastern  nnd  western  gcogniphical  divi- 
sions in  the  Army  nf  the  United  Slates,  has  been  carried 
into  execution  ;  whether  said  diristons  do  exist,  with  com- 
mandants for  each,  as  contemplated  by  said  section  ;  nnd 
if  not,  the  reasons  why;  whet'ier  the  approuriations  for 
rations  to  the  commanders  of  divisions  have  been  applied 
as  provided  for  by  said  section;  whether  a  non-execution 
of  tliis  law,  as  re^pecif  divisions  and  their  commanders, 
does  not  affect  materially  the  rank,  pay,  and  professiimal 
character  of  Edmund  Pendleton  Gaines,  a  major  general  in 
the  Army,  whofc  acknowledged  merit  Iiad  secured  to  him 
a  command  accornuig  to  his  war  brevet  of  major  general, 
from  the  15ih  August,  1814,  until  the  date  of  general  orders 
No.  40  nf  July  12,  1813;  whether  there  are  juat  reasons  for 
withholding  fromMajor  General  Gaines  his  major general*a 
conuaand  of  a  division  of  half  of  the  Army  ;  and  if  any, 
what;  whether  tlierc  are,  also,  just  reasons  for  reducing 
his  pay  from  that  of  a  majorgeneral.whichhehad  received 
for  nearly  thirty/  yeani,  to  that  of  a  bri^adier^  a*  appeari  by 
the  t^rmji  Register  of  January  of  the  preierU  year;  and 
whether'or  not  the  principle  of  depriving  otiicers  of  com- 
mands in  the  Army,  by  way  of  punishment,  ivithout  a 
charge,  tpedficotian,  or  court,  is  in  accordance  vith  the  sev- 
entif  fifth  and  teventy-seveiith  articles  ofurarj  as  f^uggested 
in  Major  General  Scott'yoport  of  the  3d  November,  1&42. 
recommending  that  MaJ^  General  Gaiue-s  be  placed  on  a 
leave  of  absence  as  long  as  the  liighcst  iu  authonty  deemed 
proper,  has  appeared  in  the  degradation  of  Major  General 
Gaiues,  and  in  the  reduction  of  his  pay. 

Mr.  A.  JOHNSON  submitted  the  following 
resolution; 

Retohedf  That  the  chief  clerk  report  to  this  House  what 
number  of  deputy  or  sub-clerka  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives he  is  authorised  by  law  or  resolution  to  appoint,  the 
number  appointed,  what  Slates  they  are  from,  tlieir  various 
employments,  the  amount  of  their  salaries,  out  of  what  fund 
they  are  paid,  the  number  of  hours  Iheyarc  employed  each 
day.  what  will  be  their  employment,  if  any,  alter  the  ad- 
journ ment  of  Congress,  and  whether  any  and  all  the  duties 
pertaining  to  the  office  of  sa  d  clerk  cannot  ba  discharged 
with  a  less  number  of  deputy  or  sub  clerks  than  are  now 
employed.  Also,  what  duties  are  performed  by  the  Clerk 
of  the'House  in  person;  and  that  the  said  chief  clerk  report 
to  this  House  within  tlie  next  ten  daya. 

Mr.  PETTIT  moved  an  amendment,  to  take 
the  persons  employed  in  the  doctnnent-room  from 


under  the  direction  of  the  Doorkeeper,  and  place 
them  under  the  direction  of  the  Clerk  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  HOLMES  objected  to  the  resolution;  and 
it  went  over. 

Mr.  M.  BROWN  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  was  agreed  to: 

RetoUedj  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to 
whom  was  referred  a  bill  to  divide  the  United  States  into 
two  military  districts,  in  addition  to  the  re[>ort  it  mav  see 
proper  to  make  on  said  bill,  also  report  whetlier  a  commu- 
nication has  been  received  by  said  committee  from  Alajor 
General  Winficid  Scott,  touching  the  merits  of  said  bill; 
and  If  so,  tltat  said  committee  report  the  same  to  tliis  House. 

Mr.  HARPER  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which,  being  objected  to,  lies  over: 

Resolved^  That  the  select  committee  to  whom  aroend- 

ment't  to  Hie  Constitution -liave  been  referred,  inquire  into 

the  expediency  of  Hmeiidtnglhe  Constitution  of  the  United 

I  States,  HO  (hat  the  voters  in  the  several  States  may  vote 

directly  for  President  fuid  Vice  President. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 
Resoteed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 

qn.  .^ted  to  inform  this  House,  if,  in  his  opinion,  such  com- 
munication will  not  bo  inconsistent  with  the  public  inter- 
eitt,  whether  Dufi'GnN'-n,a  ciiizeiiof  the  United  States,  has 
been  at  any  time  within  tjie  last  two  years,  employed  and 
acting  in  any  capacity  as  agent  for  litis  Government,  or  of 
any  department  thereof,  in  Great  Uritaiii,  or  any  other  for- 
eign country;  and  if  so,  what  has  been  the  said  Green*a 
particular  official  relation  to  this  Government ;  under  what 
authority  of  law.  and  by  whom,  he  was  npjioinied;  what 
proviition  has  been  made  for  his  compensation,  and  the 
amount  of  that  compensation. 

Objection  being  made  by  several, 

Mr.  SCHENCK  moved  to  suspend  the  rules. 

Mr.  HOLMES  a»keU  if  the  question  was  de- 
batable ?    If  so,  he  should  like  to  say  a  word. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in 
the  negative — yeaa  86,  nays  75 — not  two  thirds; 
03  follows: 

TEAS — Messrs.  Abbott,  Adams,  Aiibe,  Atkinson,  Baker, 
Barringer,  Rarnnrd,  Bowlin,  Milton  Brown,  Jeremiah 
Brown,  BufTmgion,  Burke,  Caldwell,  Cary,  Catlin,  Causln, 
Chilton,  Clincli,  Collamer,  Craimton,  Cutlom,  Dana,  Garrett 
Davis,  Richard  D.  Davis,  Deberry,  Dickey,  Dickinson, 
Dromgonle,  Dunlap,  Fish,  Foot,  Foster,  Giddings,  Willis 
Green,  Grinnell.  Grider,  Hamlin,  Hardin,  Harper,  Henley, 
Ho^e,  Hudson,  llungerford,  Washington  Hunt,  Charles  J. 
Ingersoll,  Irvin,  Jameson,  Perley  B.  Johnson,  Andrew 
Johnson,  George  W.  Jones,  John  P.  Keniiedy,  Daniel  P. 
King,  Lucas,  McConnell,  Mclllvaine,  Marsh,  Edward  J. 
Morris,  Joseph  Morris,  Morse,  Newton,  Patterson,  Peyton, 
Emerv  D.  Potter.  Uayner,  David  S.  Rcid,  Rockwell,  Rod- 
ney, Rogers,  St.  John,  Sample,  Schenck,  Severance,  Albert 
Siiiiih,  John  T.  Smith,  Caleb  B.  Smitli,  Stephens,  Stone, 
Siimuiers,  Thomasson,  Tilden,  Tyler,  Vance,  Vinton, 
VVethered,  White,  and  Williams— 66. 

NAYS— Mes/rs.  Anderson,  Benton,  Edward  J.  Black, 
Blackwell,  Bossier,  Boyd,  Brodhend,  Aaron  V.  Brown, 
William  J.  Brown,  Burt,  Campbell,  Reuben  ChnprnaUi 
Clinton,  Cobb,  Cro»,  Daniel,  John  W.  Davis,  Dawson, 
Dillingham.  Elmer,  Ficklin,  French,  Byram  Green,  Hale, 
Hrinilson,  Herrick,  Holmes,  Hopkins,  UouKton,  Hubard, 
Hubhetl,  Hughes,  James  B.  Hunt.  Cave  Johnwm,  La- 
branche,  Leonard,  Lewis,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  McCauslen, 
Maclay,  McClelland,  MeClernond,  McDowell,  McKay, 
O.ven,  Payne,  Petiit,  Purdv,  Rathbun,  Rlieit,  Ritter,  Rob- 
erts, Rnbincnn,  Ku^Hell,  Thomas  H.  Seymour,  Simons, 
Simpson,  Slidell,  Thomas  Smith,  Robejt  Smith,  JohH 
Stewart,  Sykes,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Tibbat*^,  Tucker, 
Wentworth,  Wlieaton,  Winthrop,  and  Vost — 75. 

Mr.  POTTER,  of  Ohio,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing joint  resolution;  which  being  objected  to« 
went  over:  . 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  Home  of  ReprteentaHves  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  astetnUedf  That 
a  joint  committee  be  appointed  to  contract  with  one  or 
more  competent  American  artists,  for  the  execution  of  a 
historical  picture,  serving  to  illustrate  the  success  of  the 
American  anns  in  the  lale  warwithGreat  Britain  ;  and  that 
the  subject  be  ^'  the  battle  of  New  Orleans,  January  8, 
1815,"  the  particular  point  of  time  in  said  battle  to  he  left 
to  the  choice  of  the  artist,  under  the  control  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  TILDEN  offered  the  following  resolution; 
on  which  he  demanded  the  previous  question: 

Resolved,  That  the  Clerk  be  directed  to  suspend  the 
printing  of  the  extra  copies  of  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  on  the  subject  of  Uie  amendment  of 
the  existing  tariff  law  for  ten  days,  so  that  the  views  of  the 
mit.ority  o(  that  committee  on  the  same  subject  (if  by  that 
time  presented  lo  the  House)  may  be  published  In  equal 
numtierswith  said  report;  and  that  the  whole  be  put  la 
form  fordistribuUoQ  together. 

Mr.  FISH  moTed  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the 

table;  and  on  this  he  called  for  the  yeasand  nays; 
which  were  ordered;  and  being  taken,  resulted^ 
yeas  93,  nays  70;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Anderson,  Atkinson,  Benton,  Edward  J. 
Black,  Bossier,  Bower,  Bowliii,  Boyd,  Jacob  Brinkerboff, 
Aaron  V.  Brown,  William  J.  Brown,  Burke,  Burt,  Cald- 
well, Campltelt,  Catlin,  Reuben  Chapman,  Chappell,  Clin 
ton,  Cohb,  Cranston,  Cullom,  Richard  D.  Davis,  John  W. 
Davis,  Dawson,  Droingoole,  Dunlap,  Elmer,  Foster,  French, 
Byram  Green,  UamUn,  UanuneU, Haralson,  UayB,Uenicky 


Digitized  by 


Google 


876 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


March  11, 


Holma*,  Hoge,  Hopkins,  Homton,  Hubbell,'  Bnglin,  Bun- 
cerford,  Jamei  B.  Hunt.  Charles  J.  IngRnnll,  JBmeson, 
Cave  Jobniion,  George  w.  Jones,  Pr««ton  King,  Kirkpat- 
rick,  Labranche,  Lewia,  Lucas,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  McCaua- 
lln,  Maclay,  MeClemand,  McConnell,  McDowell,  McKay, 
Moore,  Joaeph  Morriii,  Murphy,  Payne,  Prait,  Purdy,  Rath- 
bun,  David  a.  Reid,  Reding,  Ritter,  Roherti',  Eobinron,  St. 
John,  SanndeiB,  Thomaa  H.  Seymour,  Slidell,  Thnmai 
Smith,  Robert  Smith,  Sietaon,  John  Stewart,  Stone,  Sykes, 
Taylor,  Tbompaon,  Tibbaiia,  Tucker,  Weller,  Wentworth, 
Wbeaton,  Williama,  Woodward,  WUIiam  Wright,  and  Jo- 
seph A.  Wrighl— 93. 

N  A  VS— Mesus.  Abbon,  Adams,  Aibe,  Baker,  Barrlnger, 
Barnard,  Milton  Brawn, Jeremiah  Brown,  Buflington,  Cary, 
Carroll,  Oau^in,  Cbilion,  Clinch,  ClingTnan,Collamer,Dana, 
Garrett  Davis,  Deberry,  Dickinson,  Dillingham,  Fish,  Foot, 
Giddings,  Willis  Green,  Grinnell,  Gridcr,  Hale,  Harper, 
Henley,  Hudson,  Washington  Hunt,  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll, 
Jenks,  Perley  B.  Johnson,  John  P.  Kennedy,  Daniel  P. 
King,  McClelland,  Mcllvaiue,  Marsh,  Edward  J.  Morris, 
Morse,  Newton,  Owen,  Pormenter,  Patterson.  Peyton,  Eli- 
aba  R.  Potter,  Almon  H.  Read,  Rockwell,  Rodney,  Rogers, 
Sample,  Scbenck,  Senter,  Severance,  David  L.  Seymour, 
Albert  Smith,  John  T.  Smith,  Caleb  B.  Smith,  Andrew 
Stewart,  Summers,  Tilden,  Tyler,  Vance,  Vinton,  Weth- 
cred,  WiDlhtop,  and  Yoat— 70. 

So  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VINTON,  it  was 
Aetotved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  and  propriety  of 
amending  the  law  so  as  to  regulate  and  reduce  the  taxable 
cost*  and  fees  in  admiralty  cases  in  the  courts  uf  the  United 
Btaies. 

nOTtCE  or  A  BILL. 

Mr.  McCAUSLEN  gave  notice  that,  on  some 
subsequent  day  of  this  session,  he  would  intro- 
duce a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jonathan  Been. 

AMENDMENT  OF  THE  RULES. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  asked  the  Clerk  to  read  the 
notice  which  he  gave  on  Saturday  last  of  a  mo- 
tion to  amend  the  rules. 

The  Clerk  read  it,  as  follows: 

That  the  Honse  may,  at  any  time,  by  a  vote  of  the  ma- 
jority of  the  members  present,  suspend  the  rules  and  orders 
for  the  purpose  of  going  into  the  Commiiteeof  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union ;  and  also  of  providing  for  the  dis- 
charge of  the  coromiiiee  from  the  consideration  of  any  bill 
referred  to  ft,  aller  acting-without  debate  on  all  amendments 
pending  and  that  may  be  oflercd. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  made  the  motion  of  which 
he  had  given  notice,  and  he  called  for  the  previous 
question. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore  (Mr.  Hopkins  in 
the  chair)  said  the  gentleman's  motion  was  not 
in  order  at  this  time. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  contended  that  it  was,  and 
said  he  should  be  under  the  necessity  of  taking 
an  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair.  He  had 
given  one  day's  notice  on  Saturday  last,  and  his 
notice  was  entered  on  the  minutes  of  the  House; 
and  it  was  certainly  competent  now  to  call  up  that 
subject,  and  for  the  House  to  alter  the  rules  re- 
ferred to. 

Mr.  KENNEDY,  of  Maryland,  asked  if  avote 
of  two  thirds  would  not  be  required  to  make  the 
change  sufigested? 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  said  it  would  not,  for  the 
notice  obviated  a  two-thirds  vote. 

Some  conversation  ensued,  in  which  Mr.  C. 
JOHNSON,  the  SPEAKER  pro  tempore,  and 
others,  took  part. 

The  SPEAKER  then  changed  his  decision,  the 
previous  question  having  been  moved. 

Mr.  ADAMS  remarked  that  the  notice  of  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  was  not  in  order  when 
It  was  given.  He  hod  himself  given  a  notice  to 
alter  the  rules  some  time  since,  under  similar  cir- 
cumstances, and  the  Speaker  then  told  him  that 
his  motion  was  not  in  order;  and  that  it  could 
only  be  got  in  by  a  vote  of  two  thirds.  On  ask- 
ing the  Speaker  when  it  would  be  in  order,  be 
was  told  that  it  could  be  regularly  given  on  the 
resolution  day;  and  he  could  not,  therefore,  un- 
derstand how  the  notice  of  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  could  have  been  received  on  Saturday. 
He  was  in  the  House  on  Saturday,  ^nd  he  was 
not  aware  that  such  a  notice  was  given.  But, 
further:  the  decision  of  the  Speaker,  in  reference 
to  his  notice,  was  also  applied  to  a  notice  given  by 
another  gentleman,  [Mr.  Davis,  of  New  York,] 
who  had  staled  his  intention  to  move  to  rescind  the 
S5th  rule;  how,  then,  could  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  get  in  his  notice  out  of  order .'  If, 
therefore,  the  House  should  determine  to  take  up 
this  subject,  he  should  expect  the  House  to  lake 
up  the  motion  of  which  he  had  given  notice  for 
an  amendment  of  the  rules. 

Some  conversation  ensued  between  Mc  C. 


JOHNSON,  the  SPEAKER,  Mr.  HARDIN, 
and  Mr.  BARNARD. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  rose,  and  said  he  wished  to 
raise  a  question  of  order.  The  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  offered  his  re8olution,which  the  Speak- 
er now  admitted  to  be  within  the  rule,  the  pre- 
vious question  having  been  called  upon  it  before 
the  mover  took  his  seat,  thus  cutting  off  all  pos- 
sibility of  raising  objections,  and  thus  defeating  a 
privilege  of  the  members  of  this  House.-  Now, 
he  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the  Speaker,  and 
he  should  see  whether  a  majority  of  this  House, 
would  sustain  this  discourteous  and  irregular 
practice  of  calling  the  previous  question 

The  SPEAKER  contended  that  debate  was 
not  in  order. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  said  he  was  not  debating  the 
question;  he  was  simply  stating  his  point  of  or- 
der, for  he  wished  to  be  understood  as  appealing 
from  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  that  the  previous 
question  might  be  thus  called,  and  cut  on  all  ob- 
jections. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  was  the  uniform  prac- 
tice of  the  House.         • 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  appeal; 
and  the  decision  of  the  Chair  was  sustained  as 
the  judgment  of  the  House. 

The  question  next  recurred  on  seconding  the 
demand  for  the  previous  question;  and  the  vote 
was  uiken  by  Messrs.  C.  Johnson  and  McCler- 
NAND  as  tellers;  end  they  reported — ayes  50,  noes 
36. 

So  there  was  a  second. 

The  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  now  put; 
and  the  question  recurred  on  the  resolution  of  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  called  for  a  division  of  the 
question;  and  it  was  accordingly  divided. 

Upon  the  first  branch  of  the  resolution  the  yeas 
and  nays  were  ordered;  and  being  taken,  re- 
sulted— yeas  112,  nays  55;  as  follows: 

YEAS  —  Messrs.  Anderson,  Atkln'on,  Benton,  James 

Black,  BossitT,  Bower.  Bowlin,  Boyd,  Jacob  BrinkerholT, 
Brodlieod,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Milton  Brown,  William  J. 
Brown,  Ourke,  Caldwell,  Cary,  Catlin,  Reuhen  Chapman, 
Cliapppll,  Cobb,  Cranston,  Cullom,  Dana,  Daniel.  Garrett 
Davis,  Richard  I).  Davis,  John  W.  Davis,  Dawson,  Dean, 
Deberry,  Dillingham,  Dromgnnle,  Dunliip,. Elmer,  Flcklin, 
Foster,  French,  Byram  Green,  Hale,  ilnmlin,  HaralH>n, 
Hays,  Henley,  Herrick,  Moge,  Hopkins,  Uoustnn,  Hubard, 
Hubbell,  Hughes.  .Hungerford,  James  B.  Hunt,  Irvin, 
Jameson,  Cave  Johnson,  Andrew  Johnson,  Andrew  Ken- 
nedy, John  P.  Kennedy,  Pre:<lon  King,  Kirkpairick,  La- 
brnnche.  Leonard,  Lucas,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  McCnuslen, 
Maclsf,  McClelland,  Mety'lernand,  McConnell,  McDowell, 
McKay,  Moore,  Joseph  Morris,  Murphy,  Owen,  Payne, 
Pettit,  Emery  D.  Potter,  Pratt,  Purdy,  Rathbun,  Reding, 
Relfe,  Ritler,  Roberta,  Robinson,  Russell,  St.  John,  Saini- 
ders,  David  L.  Seyninur,  Simons,  Slidell,  John  T.  Smith, 
Thomas  Smith,  Robert  Smilh,  Steenrod,  Stetson,  John 
Stewart,  Sykes,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Tllibatts,  Vinton, 
Weller,  Wentworth,  Wheaton,  VViiite,  Williams,  Joseph 
A.  Wright,  and  Yoat— 112. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Abbott,  Adams,  Ashe,  Baker,  Barringer, 
Barnard,  Jeremiah  Brown,  Buflington,  Carroll,  Causin, 
Chilton,  Clinch,  Dickey,  Dickinson,  Fish,  Foot,  Willis 
Green,  Grinnell,  Grider,  Hardin,  Har|>er,  Holmes,  Wash- 
ington Hunt,  Charles  J.  Iniiersoll,  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll,  Per- 
ley B.  Johnson,  Daniel  P.  King,  Lewis,  Mcllvainc, Marsh, 
Edward  J.  Morris,  Morse,  Newton,  Patterson,  EUsha  R. 
Potter,  Preston,  Rayner,  Charles  M.  Reed,  David  S.  Reid, 
Rhelt,  Rockwell,  Rodney,  Rogftsi  Sample,  Sclienck,  Sen- 
ter, Albert  SniiUl,  Caleb  13.  Smith,  Andrew  Stewart,  Til- 
den, Tyler, Vance,  Wethered,  Winthrop,  and  Woodward— 
55. 

So  the  first  branch  of  the  resolution  was  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  then  moved  that  the  second 
branch  be  laid  upon  the  table;  and  upon  this  mo- 
tion the  yeas  and  nays  were  taken,  and  resulted 
— yeas  93,  nays  76;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Anderson,  Atkinson,  Benton,  James 
Bliiek,  Bossier,  Bower.  Boyd,  J.icob  nritikerhofT,  Krodhead, 
Aaron  V.  Brown,  Milton  ilrown,  William  J.  Brown,  t.'ald- 
well,  Cary,  Catlin,  Ulintnn,Cnbh,  Cranston,  Cullom.  Dana, 
Richard  D.  Davis,  Uean,  Deberry,  Dromgnole,  Dunlap, 
Elmer,  Fickliti,  Foster,  French,  Byram  Green, "Hale,  Ham- 
lin, Hnmmelt,  Haralson,  Hays,  HeiUey,  Herrick,  Hopkins, 
Hubbell,  Hughes,  llungerford,  Irvin,  Jameson,  Cave  John- 
son, Andrew  Jolinson,  George  W.  Jones,  John  P.  Kennedy, 
Preston  King,  Kirkpatrick,  Labranche,  Lucas,  Lumpkin, 
Lyon,  McCnuslin,  Maclay.  McClelland,  McUonnell,  Mc- 
Dowell, McKay,  Moore,  Joseph  Morris,  Murphy,  Owen, 
Petill,  Emery  I).  Potter,  Pratt.  Purdy,  Rathbun,  Relfe,  Bit- 
ter, Roberts,  Robinson,  Russell,  St.  John,  Simons,  Slidell, 
Jolm  T.  Srrkith,  Thomas  Smith,  Robert  Smith,  Steenrod, 
Stetson,  Stone,  Sykes,  Tihbalts,  Tucker,  Weller,  Went- 
worth, Wheaton,  White,  Williams,  Woodward,  Joseph  A. 
Wright,  and  Yost— 93. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Abbott, Adams, Ashe, Baker, Barringer,  ■ 
Rnrnard,  Edward  J.  Blnck,  Jereniinh  Brfiwn.  Uutnngtnn^ 
Burke,  Burt.  Carroll,  Reuhen  Chapman,  Chilton,  Clinch, 
Collamer,   Daniel,  John   W.    Davis,  Dickey,   Dickinson, 
Fiab,  Fool,  Giddinga,  Willis  Green,  Grinnell,  Glider,  Uar-  I 


din.  Harper,  Holmes,  Hnge,  Houston,  Hnbard,  WaahiiMga 
'<  Hunt,  James  B.  Hunt,  Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  Joseph  B-Ia- 

Sersoll,  Perley  B.  Johnson,  Andrew  Kennedy,  Daniel  p 
:ing,  Leonard,  Lewis,  MeClemand,  Mcllvaine,  Manb 
Edward  J.  Morris,  Morse,  Newton,  Pauerson,  Parnp' 
ElisbaR.  Potter,  Preston. Charles  M.  Reed,  David  3.  &cii' 
Reding,  Rhett,  Rockwell,  Rodney,  Rogers,  Sample,  Saund^ 
ers,  Sohenck,  Senter,  Severance,  Thomas  II-  Seymour,  Al- 
bert Smith,  Caleb  B.  Smith,  Stephens,  Andrew  Sleirait, 
John  Stewart,  Tbomasson,  Thompson,  Tyler,  Vance,  Via! 
ton,  Wethered,  and  Winthrop— 76. 

Mr.  GID  DINGS  asked  the  Clerk  to  read  the 
notice  some  time  since  gave  of  a  motion  loaineDd 
the  33d  rule  of  the  House. 

The  Clerk  read  it  accordingly,  as  followi: 

"  Mr.  OiimiNas  gave  notice  that  on  to-morrow,  or  loine 
sobseqnent  day,  he  would  move  the  following  amendawnt 
to  tlie  33d  rule  of  the  House  ;  Provided.  Nothing  herein  cos- 
tnined  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  prohibit  the  reeeptisaof 
any  petition,  memorial,  resoluUon,  or  other  paper,  seeUag 
the  repeal  of  any  existing  act  of  Congieaa  heteioliife 
passed." 

During  the  reading,  Mr.  McCONNELL,  and 
others,  were  heard  to  say  they  objected. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  said  he  offered  that  reiola- 
tion;  and  iipon  it  he  called  for  the  yeasand  nays. 

Mr.  MsCONNELL  said  it  was  not  in  order  for 
the  gentleman  to  move  the  previous  question,  for 
he  had  objected  while  the  resolution  was  being 
read. 

Mr.  PAYNE,  said  his  colleague  had  objected 
long  before  the  previous  question  was  moved. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  said,  perhaps  the  Speaker 
would  not  decide  the  question  until  the  facts  of 
the  case  were  stated, 

Mr.  PAYNE  rose  to  a  point  of  order.  His  col- 
league [Mr.  McConnell]  objected  to  the  resolu- 
tion before  the  previous  question  was  called  for, 
and  therefore  it  must  go  over  under  the  rule;sn(i 
he  submitted  that  it  was  not  in  order  for  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  to  go  on  to  discuss  the  question. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  said  he  wished  to  correct  die 
gentleman  from  Alabama,  [Mr.  Fatni,]  and  he 
would  stale  the  facts. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  interposed,  and  said,  if  die 
gentleman  from  Ohio  had  moved  the  previous 
question,  it  would  cut  off  bis  own  ezplanatioa  of 
the  facts.  • 

The  SPEAKER  explained.  He  was  under- 
stood to  say  that  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  rose 
and  called  for  the  reading  of  his  notice,  and  after 
it  was  read,  he  still  retained  the  floor,  and  so 
other  gentleman  having  been  recognized,  be 
moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  said,  to  alter  a  standingnds 
of  the  House  required  one  day's  notice. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  such  notice  had 
been  given. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  inquired  if  the  Joamal 
showed  it. 

The  Clerk  said  the  notice  was  given,  and  en- 
tered in  the  month  of  December. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  said  that  was  before  the 
rules  were  adopted;  and  he  wished,  therefore,  to 
know  if  that  notice  applied  to  the  present  rules? 

Mr.  WINTHROP  suggested  that,  if  the  pre- 
vious question  had  been  renewed,  it  would  cutoff 
the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina. 

The  SPEAKER  was  understood  to  say  Ibat 
the  notice  was  in  order. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  moved  to  lay  the  resolu- 
tion on  the  table. 

Mr.  WELLER  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia would  withdraw  that  motion;  for,  if  tks 
House  refused  to  second  the  demand  for  the  pre- 
vious question,  it  would  go  over  as  debatable. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr;  CAMPBELL  also  intimated  that  he  would 
not  press  the  point  which  he  had  raised. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  called  for  tellers  on  seconding 
the  demand  for  the  previous  question ;  and  Messrs. 
Grinnell  and  Houston  were  appointed.  Thef 
reported — ayes  46,  noes  77. 

So  there  was  no  second. 

Mr.  RAYNER  and  Mr.  RATHBUN  rose 
simultaneously.  The  former  inquired  if  it  *■■ 
in  order  to  mpve  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  labW 
and  the  latter  objected  to  the  resolution. 

Mr.  RAYNER  said  it  was  not  in  order  for  Iks 
gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Rathbos]  thus 
to  lake  the  floor  from  him.  He  then  moved  to 
lay  the  resolution  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WELLER  objected  to  the  resolution  being 
considered  in  anyway;  and  he  insisted  tbaitt 
must  necessarily  go  over. 
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Mr.  RAYNER  again  urged  his  motion  to  lay 
on  the  table. 

The  SPEAKER  was  understood  to  say  that, 
if  objected  to,  it  must  go  over,  under  the  rule. 

Mr.  MOORE  offered  the  following: 

Raohxd,  Tli«l  the  House  proceed  to  the  ronrideraUon 
of  the  larilTbill  on  Ilie37ili  in«unt,  and  ptocei-d  with  Its 
cnAtidenllon  fram  day  to  day,  until  Uie  same  I*  dupoaed 
of. 

The  previous  question  was  demanded. 

Mr.  WELLER  moved  that  the  resolution  be 
laid  upon  the  table;  and  upon  this  motion  the  yeas 
and  nays  were  ordered ;  and  being  taken,  resulted 
— yeas  86,  nays  90. 

So  the  reKoluiion  was  not  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  question  recurred  upon  seconding  the  de- 
mand for  lhepreviousquesiion;and  the  vote  being 
taken  by  tellers,  resulted — ayes  73,  noes  75. 

So  there  was  not  a  second. 

Mr.  BLACK  then  moved  an  amendment,  to 
tbe  e^ffect  that  the  subject  of  the  tariff"  should  be 
taken  up  for  consideration  on  the  first  Monday 
io  May  next;  and  upon  this  he  demanded  the 
previous  question.  • 

Mr.  HARDIN  objected  to  the  resolution  and 
to  the  amendment;  and  he  hoped  it  would  be  laid 
over. 

The  previous  question  having  been  demanded , 
however,  before  the  objection  was  heard  by  the 
Chair,  the  objection  could  not  then  be  enter- 
tained. • 

Mr.  CLINTON  moved  that  the  House  adjourn; 
which  waa  rejected — ayes  65,  noes  66. 

Mr.  BLACK  withdrew  his  amendment. 

Mr.  HARDIN  then  renewed  his  objections, 
and  the  resolution  went  over. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MURPHY,  the  House 
adjourned. 

Tbe  following  petitions,  preMnted  to-day,  were  banded 
to  the  rRponers  by  the  membcni  present  ing  tltem: 

By  Mr.  MACI.AY :  Tlie  nwinorial  of  the  Chanilier  of 
Comnierceof  New  York,  praying  fur  the  erection  nf  nlight- 
liottsenpon  Ftynn'e  Knoll  and  upon  Execution  RocIcm;  niid 
also  that  a  beacon  be  pffced  upon  the  Uomer's  Shoal;  which 
was  referred  to  the  t'omniiuce  on  Commerce. 

By  Mr.  BOBESTS  :  The  inrmorini  of  n  public  meetint 
mt  Vicksbttrg,  Mis»i«<iiipi,  in  rtHutJon  to  the  establishment 
of  a  national  urmOry  aitd  naval  depot  at  VickxlHirg. 

.By  .M>.  BOSaiEK:  Tiie  psiition  of  the  Ued  Kiver  Bail- 
road  Company  tor  remission  nf  duties  on  iron  ;  which  was 
relerred  to  the  Coiniiiiltee  on  Commerce. 

Also,tlie  petition  and  pnpers  of  Madame  Bnpti'te  Berard, 
praying  fur  conflmiMiinn  to  a  tract  of  land  where  she  now 
resides,  on  the  Bnyou  Trclie.  Slate  nf  Louisiana.  Also, 
the  petition  and  documents  ot  J.  Chretien,  in  reliitinn  to  a 
Sand  claim  in  the  same  State.  .^I^o,  the  iielilioii  and  papers 
«if  Charles  Olivier  Denlasel,  praying  Cimgrpsii  to  paxs  an 
actconfimring  a  certain  tract  oi*  land  therein  dcschhed ; 
all  three  of  wlUcb  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private 
J^Aiid  Claims. 

Alito,  the  petition  ofFlavel  Poster,  of  Louisiana,  praying 
Congress  to  pass  a'law  to  refund  to  liini  moneys  paid  to  the 
Qovemment  of  the  (luited  t^tates  lor  landx,  by  him  pur- 
chased, tlial  liave  since  been  rrcognlzed,  being  in  the  re- 
public of  Texas  ;  which  was  refsaed  tu  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

By  Mr.  CI.tNTON  :  The  petition  of  William  Bross  and 
others,  of  Orange  eoanty.  New  York,  for  tbe  reduction  of 
poaiava. 

By  Mr.  FICKLIN :  The  memorial  nf  A.  J.  Preston,  Pres- 
ley O.  Wilson,  and  one  hundred  and  sixty  others,  citiions 
4n  Crawfhrd,  Jasper,  Clark,  and  Cumberland  counties,. II- 
Haois,  asking  liie  estabiisliment  of  a  post  niute  from  Pales- 
line,  In  Crnwlbrd  county,  to  Greenup,  in  Cumberland  coun- 
ty, ilirougli  KiibiiiHiin,  the  county  seat  of  Crawford  county, 
the  Moms  Setllemeni,  and  Bellenir. 

Also,  tile  memorial  of  Joseph  Butler  and  others,  citlsens 
of  fUchlaiid  county,  Illinois,  wking  agraniof  land  to  com- 
plete the  national  tiiorougbfare  between  the  lakes  and  tbe 
*Ohio,  hy  the  improvement  of  the  Wabash. 

By  Mr.  MOKRIS,  of  Pennsylvania:  The  petition  of 
Tliomas  Flanegnn,  of  Philadelpiiia,  praying  (.Congress  to 
(rant  liima  pension  for  military  services  in  ITSA  and  1708. 

By  Mr.  CilAPPCLL:  The  peiliinn  of  the  Mayor  and 
many  of  the  citizens  nf  Macon,  tieiirgia,  for  llie  daily  trans- 
portation of  the  mails  hy  steamboats  between  the  cities  of 
tlal^annaii  and  Ctlnileston  ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
nitlee  on  l)ie  Post  Offtce  and  Post  Roads. 

By  Mr.  JONES,  of  Virginia,  (SjieakerO  The  memorial 
of  the  ttcgislallve  Council  of  tlie  Territory  of  Iowa,  for  the 
formation  of  a  constitniion  And  State  coveniinent ;  which 
waa  referred  to  the  Committee  (ui  Territories. 

Aleo,  tlie  petition  of  William  CotU>n,an  old  revolutionary 
eoldier,  fur  a  pension ;  which  waa  referred  to  the  Comntit- 
tee  on  Bcvolntionary  Pen^inns. 

Also,  a  memorial  front  the  railroad  companies  of  Vir- 

Snia ;  wtaicta  was  referred  to  tlie  Committee  of  Ways  and 
eana. 

Also,  tbe  petition  of  the  Maine  Tem|>rrance  Union,  re- 
apccting  cpirit  raiinns  in  the  Navy;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

By  Mr.  DAVIS, of  Indiana:  Tbe  memorial  of  Samuel 
B.C.  Buckner  and  eighty-one  others;  of  I.nznnis  Ritterniid 
one  hundred  otheri',  of  Green  cnniity;  of  Joliii  U.  [leriing- 
lon  and  ninety  others ;  all  praying  a  grant  of  land  in  the 
Viaceaaei  laad  dhiuici,  ladlaaa,  lor  tbe  purpose  of  coia- 


pleting  the  Wabash  and  Brie  catial  Otim  Tarre  Haute,  In- 
diana, to  the  Ohio  river. 

By  Mr.  UEUN  ABD  :  The  petition  of  Walter  Monroe,  of 
the  city  and  .Stale  nf  New  York,  (a  colored  man,)  praying 
a  iwnslnii  for  services  rendered  as  a  soldier  in  the  revola- 
tionary  war. 

^Uo,  the  petition  of  Sarah  Sergeant,  of  tbe  said  city  and 
State,  widow  of  James  Sergeant,  deceased,  praying  a  pen- 
sion in  coniiideration  nf  the  services  of  her  late  husband, 
iw  a  soldier  in  the  same  war. 

By  Mr.  DODUE,  of  Wiseonain:  Tbe  petition  of  ainy 
cilisuns  qf  Grant  county.  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  asking 
the  est.iblir<liment  of  a  ni:iil  route  from  Lancaster,  the  coun- 
ty seat  of  said  county,  to  Wiiigville.  situated  on  Bine  river; 
which  was  referred  to  Uie  Coinroitteeon  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Knnds. 

Also,  the  petition  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  citizens  of 
the  county  nf  Milwaukee,  Territory  of  Wiscnnnin,  asking 
the  estahlHhineiit  of  a  mail  route  I'rnin  ttie  town  of  .Mil- 
waukee, fblliiwing  the  territorial  road,  to  Wnterlnwu  and 
Fort  Winnebago,  through  Menomonn,  Lisbon,  Warren, 
Oconninewoe.  and  Pipi'rsvitle  ;  which  was  referred  to  tbe 
Coiiiinitlee  on  the  Posi  Office  and  Po^t  Koads. 

AI.«o,  tlie  petition  of  citizens  of  the  Territory  of  Wiscon- 
sin, nskitig  fiir  tlie  establishment  of  a  mail  mute  noriheast- 
wardty  from  Mndi«on,  tlie  seat  of  government  of  said  Ter- 
ritnryi  via  Sun  Prairie,  in  Dana  county,  Columbus,  in  Port- 
age county,  and  Beaver,  in  Dodge  county,  to  VVaii[)On,  in 
Fond  dil  Lac  county ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Cofiimittee 
on  tbe  Post  Ullice  and  Post  Roads. 


IN  SENATE. 
ToESDAT,  J»fiirck  12, 1844. 

Mr.  MOREH  EA  D  said  he  received,  some  days 
ago,  a  printed  memorial  from  the  citizens  of  Cin- 
cinnati to  Congress,  relative  to  the  navigation  of 
the  Ohio  and  Miasisaippi  rivers;  and  with  it,  a 
letter  from  a  distinguished  gentleman,  who  was 
chairman  of  the  committee  which  prepared  the 
memorial;  the  letter  requesting  him  to  present  the 
mrmorial  to  the  Senate.  The  time  which  had 
elapsed  since  the  reception  of  the  memorial  had 
been  occupied  by  him  in  making  such  an  analysis 
of  its  contents  as  would  enable  htm  to  present  a 
concise  view  of  the  subject  to  the  Senate,  and  in 
a  proper  manner.  If  he  should,  in  doing  so,  con- 
sume the  time  of  the  Senate, /le  trusted  it  would 
not  be  attributed  to  any  diaposition  to  occupy 
that  time  unnecessarily;  but  to  the  solicitude 
which  he  fell  in  the  subject,  and  the  respect  he 
entertained  for  the  gentlemen  who  had  made  him 
the  organ  of  ita  communication.  With  aeveral 
of  those  whose  names  appear  in  the  printed  pro- 
<:eedinga  he  waa  well  acquainted,  and  also  with 
those  appended  to  the  memorial.  He  look  occa- 
sion here  to  say ,  that  they  are  gentlemen  as  much 
entitled  tn  respect  and  confidence  as  any  with 
whom  be  had  the  pleaaure'  to  be  acquainted. 

He  would  submit  the  condensed  statement 
which  he  had  himself  drawn  up  from  the  memo- 
rial, and  generally  in  the  language  of  the  memo- 
rial itself,  for  the  purpose  of  presenting  faithfully 
the  views  of  the  memorialists.  The  subjAt  is 
one  of  the  greateat  inlerest'to  those  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Alleghany  mountains.  It  sets  out 
with  a  description  of  the  western  territory,  its 
extent,  resources,  and  population.  Ita  extent  was 
from  the  twenty-ninth  to  the  forty-seventh  degree 
of  north  latitutie,  and  from  the  Alleghany  to  the 
Rocky  Mountaind;  embracing  an  average  length 
of  twelve  degrees,  and  a  medium  breadth  of  ten 
degrees,  and  containing  432,000  square  miles  of 
territory,  including  nine  States,  two  Territories, 
and  portions  of  two  other  States;  the  population 
being  8,437,000;  but  leaving  out  the  one  third  of 
Pennsylvania  and  Virginia,  the  population  of  the 
residue  would  be  6,461,000 — a  little  more  than 
one  third  of  the  population  of  the  Unitcil  States. 
It  states  the  length  of  th&Ohio  river,  from  Pitts- 
burg to  its  moutli,  at  one  ihousanil  miles;  the 
length  of  the  Mississippi,  from  the  falls  of  St. 
Anthony  to  its  mouth,  at  two  thouaand  miles; 
and  of  the  Missouri,  three  thousand  miles;  making 
a  general  internal  navigation  of  twelve  thousand 
miles. 

Mr.  M.  continued  his  observations  for  nearly 
an  hour,  being  an  analysis  of  the  statistics  con- 
tained in  the  memorial;  also  other  statistics  con- 
nected with  the  commerce  and  general  growth  of 
the  West.  He  concluded  by  moving  the  print- 
ing of  the  memorial;  which  was  agreed  to, 

Mr.  McDUFPIE  presented  a  petition  from  Jo- 
seph R.  Boul  ware,  and  others,  citizens  of  the  dis- 
tricts of  Abbeville  and  Newbury,  in  South  Caro- 
lina, praying  the  eatablishment  of  a  mail  route 
from  Newbury  Court-House  to  Woodville,in  that 
State;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roeda. 


REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BAYARD,  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs  waa  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  petition  of  Jonas  Preston  and 
others,  for  certain  compenisation. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BAYARD,  the  Committee 
on  "Pensions  was  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  petition  of  Peter  Amie,  for  a  pen- 
sion. 

Mr.  B.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  bill  granting  a  pension  to  William  McPherson; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  lo  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  said  that  several  petitions  had 
been  presented  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  askine  remuneration  for  losses  sustained 
in  Florida.  The  committee  reported  a  general 
billi  in  which  he  finds  that  the  claims  of  one  of 
the  petitioners  had  not  been  embraced  in  it.  He 
therefore  moved  that  the  bill  and  petitions  be  re- 
committed to  the  same  committee,  with  a  view  of 
making  provision  for  the  case  alluded  to;  which 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  B.  also,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary i  reported  back  without  amendment,and  with 
a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass,  the  bill  from 
the  House  for  sitering  the  place  of  holding  the 
district  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  district 
of  New  Jersey. 

Mr.  FOSTER,  from  the  dommiltee  on  Claims, 
reporte(>  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Ritchie; 
which  waa  read,  and  ordered  lo  a  second  read- 
ing, and  the  accompanying  report  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  ARCHER,  from  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
James  Pcmberton  Hutcheson,  late  a  consul  of  the 
United  States;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  loa 
second  rending. 

Mr.  HENDERSON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims,  made  an  adverse  report  on 
the  petition  of  Julius  A.  Culbcrtson;  which  waa 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  ARCHER  called  for  the  apeeial  orders  of 
the  day. 

THE  OREGON  QUESTION. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Semflc,  in  the  fol- 
lowing words: 

Rtmlned,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes  be  rs- 
qtlested  to  give  notice  to  the  BrilUli  Government  that  it  is 
the  desire  of  the  Government  of  the  United  Stales  In  annul 
and  abrogate  the  provisions  of  the  third  artido  of  tlie  coa. 
ventiiin  concluded  between  the  Goveroment  of  the  United 
Staler  of  America  and  Ills  Britannic  Majesty  the  King  of 
the  Unilrd  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  on  thetKHh 
Octotier,  1818,  and  indettniliHy  eonliiinedby  the  convention 
beiweeii  the  same  parties,  signed  at  London  the  6Ui  August, 
1827.  . 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  he  waa  deeply  im- 
pressed with  the  importance  of  this  question ;  and 
still  more  deeply  impressed  with  the  conviction 
that  a  speedy  and  peaceful  settlement  of  it  could 
only  be  obtained  by  a  speedy  action  upon  the 
subject.  All  were  anxinns  that  this  (Question 
with  Great  Britain  should  be  settled  in  peace;  and 
no  Senator  on  this  floor  was  more  anxious  for 
such  a  <»)nsummation  than  he  was.  But  be  was 
firmly  and  solemnly  convinced  that  the  mode 
pointed  out  by  his  friend  on  his  side  of  the  Sen- 
ate, of  accomplishing  the  object,  utterly  failed. 
We  were  sending  numerous  emigrants  across  the 
Rocky  Mountains  every  year,  who  were  there 
under  no  control  but  that  o(  their  own  passions. 
Law  and  government  must  be  sent  with  them;  or 
under  the  establishment  of  the  Government  of 
England,  called  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company, 
which  existed  there,  they  would  probably  be 
forced  into  a  collision;  and  such  a  collision  would 
indeed  be  fatal  for  the  peace  of  both  countries. 

This  question  ought  to  be  considered  by  Sen- 
ators as  practical  statesmen ;  and  his  sole  wish  on 
the  present  occasion  was,  that  they  should  pur- 
sue such  a  course  as  would  maintain  our  title  to 
the  territory,  and  yet  preserve  the  peace  of  the 
world.  He  shotaltl  not  say  much  upon  the  form 
of  the  resolution  offered  by  the  Senator  from  Illi- 
nois, [Mr.  Semple.]  If  It  were  not  correct,  it 
could  be  easily  amended.  He  scarcely  thought, 
however,  without  going  into  the  question  of  ex- 
ecutive power,  that  any  President  of  the  United 
States  could  be  authorized  to  give  that  notice 
without  the  sanction  of  Congress.  A  treaty  wa» 
the  supreme  law  of  the  land.  This  trea^  bad 
existeii  for  a  quarter  of  a  century.    It  could  onljr 
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have  been  ratified  by  a  majority  of  two  thirds  of 
the  Senate;  and  it  could  hardly  be  expected  that 
the  President  of  the  United  Stales,  upon  liisown 
authority,  would  abrogate  and  annul  this  treaty, 
without  the  advice  and  consent  of  that  body. 
Without,  therefore,  embarrassing  this  question; 
without  any  technical  objections  to  the  forni  of 
the  resolution,  he  should  proceed  to  discuss  this 
subject.  What  was  the  question  ?  On  the  30th 
of  October,  1818,  a  convention  Was  framed  be- 
tween the  •United  States  and  Great  Britain,  by 
which  the  territory  of  Oregon  was  opened  to  the 
citizens  and  subjects  of  both  nations  for  the  term 
of  ten  years,  its  bays,  creeks,  harbors,  navigable 
rivers,  &c.,  inclusive;  but  this  joint  occupation 
was  not  to  aiTect-the  title  or  claim  of  either  Gov- 
ernment to  that  territory. 

In  August,  1827,  this  convention  was  renewed, 
extending  the  provisions  of  the  third  article  in- 
definitely, and  enabling  either  party,  on  a  notice 
of  twelve  months,  to  aorogate  or  annul  this  con- 
vention. The  question  now  was,  shall  the  Sen- 
ate advise  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
abrogate  and  annul  this  convention.'  If  it  were 
annulled,  each  parly  would  be  restored  to  its  ori- 
ginal rights;  and  wliat  are  they?  Mexico  had 
an  undisputed  claim, and  was  in  undisputed  pos- 
session of  the  country  up  to  the  latitude  of  &i 
north.  By  a  treaty.bctween  Russia  and  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  afterwards  between  Russia  and 
England,  the  dominions  of  Russia  were  limited 
to  540  40'  of  north  latitude;  so  that  the  territory 
in  dispute  between  the  two  nations  (Englandand 
the  United  States)  embraced  the  whole  northwest 
coast  of  America  from  420  to  540  40'  north,  ex- 
tending east  to  the  summit  of  the  Rockjr  Mount- 
ains. Now,  to  the  whole  of  this  territory — to 
every  foot  of  it,  from  the  latitude  of  420  north  to 
the  latitude  of  540  40' — he  believed  most  firmly 
we  had  a  clear  and  conclusive  title.  Under  the 
public  law  of  Christendom,  which  had  existed 
ever  since  the  establishment  of  the  continent  of 
America,  he  thought  it  could  be  demonstrated 
that  we  had  this  clear  and  conclusive  title.  He 
himself  iniended,  on  a  future  occasion,  when  the 
bill  should  come  before  the  Sena'te  for  establish- 
ing a  territorial  government,  if  no  one  else  rose, 
to  establish  such  a  claim  as  no  power  on  earth 
could  gainsay.  But  the  question  of  title  was  not 
now  brought  forward;  and  it  was  not  his  purpose 
to  go  into  it.  If  it  had  been  his  purpose,  the  Sen- 
ator from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Bbeese,]  who  had  mpde 
bis  first  appearance  here  in  a  most  able  and  dis- 
tinguished speech,  would  have  superseded  what 
hetiad  to  say.  There  was  a  distinguished  fel- 
low-townsman of  his  own — a  Philadelphian — 
who  had  placed  this  question  in  a  clear  and  con- 
■  elusive  light;  and,  as  far  as  he  had  examined  it, 
the  work  of  Mr.  Oreenhow  had  entirely  super- 
seded all  that  could  be  said  on  the  subject. 

Then,  coming  directly  to  the  question  or  in- 
quiry: Ought  we  to  give  this  notice?  He  con- 
tended that  if  we  wished  to  make  a  treaty  with 
England  at  all,  if  we  wished  to  settle  the  ques-  I 
tion,  it  was  indisputably  necessary  that  weshould  ! 
give  this  notice.  And  why?  On  the  plainest 
principles  of  common  sense,  and  on  the  policy  I 
that  governed  nations.  The  stat-ia  in  f  no  was  too 
popular  in  England  to  permit  the  English  Gov- 
ernment to  give  the  notice  at  the  present  moment. 
She  had  now,  and  had  had  for  a  quarter  of  a  cen- 
tury, the  exclusive  possession  of  this  entire  terri- 
tory, belonging  to  us,for  every  purpose  for  which 
she  desired  to  possess  it.  It  was  even  a  matter 
of  boast  that  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  had 
expelled  the  Amerirans  from  the  territory,  and 
we  heard,  from  most  authentic  sources,  that  they 
had  murdered  between  four  and  five  hundred  of 
our  fellow-citizens — either  themselves,  or  through 
the  agency  of  their  influence  with  the  Indians — 
who  had  gone  there  for  the  purpose  of  inuirfcr- 
ing  with  their  hunting  and  trapping!  Under  the 
existing  treaty,  they  had  all  that  they  desired. 
They  had  exclusive  possession  of  this  vast  coun- 
try. They  had  the  fur  trade,  which  was  part  of 
their  wealth,  and  a  means  of  enlarging  and  ex- 
tending the  trade  of  the  mother  country;  and 
why  should  they  wish  to  change  their  position  ? 
Why  should  they  desire  even  to  divide  this  ter- 
ritoiy,  at  present,  with  the  United  Slates  ?  It 
would  only  make  their  position  worse,  instead  of 
better.  If  we  should,  indeed,  consent  to  jrield  to 
the  enormous  demand  she  had  made  to  bring  our 
title  down  to  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  river, 


they  would  have  all.  Their  policy  was  to  keep 
all,  as  long  as  furs  were  valuable  in  that  country. 

Knowing  the  policy  which  had  always  actu.- 
aled  the  British  Government,  and  all  other  Gov- 
ernments, he  «hould  not  be  astonished  at  all,  if 
we  could  go  to  the  cabinet  of  Packenham — ibr 
whom,  by-the-by,  he  entertained  a  high  personal 
respect,  so  far  as  he  was  acquainted  witn  him — 
that  we  should  find  his  instructions  lobe:  Delay 
this  question  as  long  as  you  can;  the  longer  you 
delay  the  settlement  of  it,  the  better  for  us.  We 
have  the  hunting  and  entire  trade  of  the  whole 
territory,  and  if  the  question  of  title  can  be  kept 
back  twenty  years,  or  indefinitely,  so  much  the 
better. 

That  was  everything  they  desired — everything 
they  wanted;  and,  his  life  for  it,  there  would  be 
no  treaty  if  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  should 
vote  to  lay  this  resolution  on  the  table,  as  he  had 
no  doubt  they  would  do.  He  was  as  firmly  con- 
vinced of  this  as  that  he  had  the  honor  now  to 
address  this  enlightened  assembly.  Let  the  res- 
olution be  laid  upon  the  table,  accompanied  by 
the  able  speeches  on  the  other  side  of  th;  House, 
of  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Choate] 
in  particular,  who  did  not  want  to  disturb  this 
convention  for  twenty  years,  and  the  speech  of 
the  Senator  from  New  Jersey  [Mr.  Millbb] 
against  insisting  upon  our  claim  at  all^let  there 
be  such  a  vote  as  that,  and  whatever  might  be  the 
instructions  of  Mr.  Packenham,  we  should  have 
no  treaty.  The  English  would  be  very  glad  to 
enjoy  all  these  benefits  and  advantages  for  twenty 
years  longer.  But  if  the  notice  be  given,  Great 
Britain  would  begin  to  consider  the  subject  seri- 
ously. We  owe  it  to  our  own  personal  respect 
not  to  make  any  threats;  and  we  knew,  from  the 
history  of  Great  Britain,  that  threats  would  not 
have  the  slightest  effect  upon  her.  We  owe  it  to 
ourselves  to  make  the  question  a  serious  one — to 
show  a  determined  spirit.  It  should  be  settled 
peaceably.  It  had  been  long  pending;  and  when- 
ever Great  Britain  discerned  that  we  were  in  earn- 
est about  it — that  we  were  determined  to  urge  our 
right,  not  in  an  uncourteous  manner — then,  and 
not  till  then,  would  we  receive  that  respect  from 
her  calculated  to  preserve  peate  and  harmony.  It 
was  not  by  subserviency — it  was  not  by  abandon- 
ing our  rights — it  was  not  by  suffering  her  to  re- 
main in  undisputed  possession  of  the  territory  for 
a  quarter  of  a  century  longer — that  we  should 
ever  conciliate  her,  or  that  we  should  ever  obtain 
justice.  Before  giving  this  notice,  we  had  a  full 
year  to  settle  the  question.  He  did  not  know 
that  it  would  be  settled  in  a  year;  but  until  the 
notice  was  given,  from  the  principle  which  ac- 
tuated mankind  in  all  nations,  he  ventured  to 
say  that  we  had  no  chance  of  failure.  If,  upon 
the  Vrrival  of  a  British  minister  (who,  by-the- 
by,  was  no  special  minister,  as  was  at  first  re- 
ported, but  a  resident  minister  plenipotentiary,) 
on  a  mission  like  that  of  Lord  Ashburlon — if, 
upon  his  mere  arrival,  we  at  once  arrested  our 
whole  course  of  proceeding,  what  was  it  but  say- 
ing that  we  wanted  to  do  nothing  at  all,  because 
a  minister  had  arrived  ?  It  was  certainly  treating 
the  British  Government  with  profound  deference, 
to  proclaim  in  our  speeches  here  that  we  do  not 
want  the  territory  for  twenty  years  to  come.  So 
much  on  that  point. 

His  second  proposition  was  this:  that  to  arrest 
all  legislative  action  now,  under  the  existing  cir- 
cumstances, would  evince  a  tame  and  subservient 
spirit  towards  Great  Britain;  and  be,  perhaps, 
the  means  of  granting4ier  all  she  desired.  Eng- 
land, in  her  foreign  policy,  had  never  failed  to 
make  one  concession  the  foundation  for  demand- 
ing another.  She  could  never  be  appeased  by 
concessions.  A  firm  and  determined,  but  at  the 
same  time  a  respectful,  spirit  was  the  spirit  which 
ought  to  actuate  us  in  all  our  intercourse  with  Eng- 
land; which  was,  undoubtedly  the  most  powerful 
Government  on  the  face  of  the  earth.  "The  Sen- 
ator from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Choate]  said  the 
controversy  upon  this  subject  had  rested  for  a 
({uarter  of  a  century,  and  why  should  we  not  let 
it  rest  for  twenty  years  longer?  Was  this  so? 
Was  not  the  Senator  entirely  mistaken  in  the  as- 
sertion that  the  question  had  slept  so  long  ?  So 
far  from  this  being  the  case,  from  the  time  when 
Lewis  and  Clarke  crossed  the  mountains,  in  1805, 
until  the  present  day,  we  had  been  always  agi- 
tating this  question.  He  had  requested  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Senate  to  bunt  out  for  bim  among 


the  public  documents,  all  that  had  been  written — 
all  that  had  been  published  on  the  subject.  He 
wished  he  had  counted  the  number  of  volumes 
which  the  Secretary  succeeded  in  finding.  He 
was  sure  there  were  thirty  at  least. 

From  that  day  to  this,  we  had  always  been  agi- 
tating the  question.  It  had  not  slept.  The  Amer- 
ican people  had  not  suffered  it  to  sleep;  but  we 
had  agitated  it  in  vain.  We  had  spent  our  twenty- 
five  years  in  vain;  and  from  the  present  prospect 
he  feared  we  might  spend  another  quarter  of  a 
century  without  accomplishing  anything.  We 
were  in  possession  of  this  territory  before  the  war; 
but  in  a  fatal  moment  we  consented  to  this  joint 
occupation  treaty,  (in  1818;)  and,  before  taking 
his  seat,  he  would  show  how  the  British  Govem- 
raent  acted  in  regard  to  this  treaty,  and  what  coa- 
struction  Ihey  put  upon  it.  From  the  days  of 
Governor  Floyd — who  had  been  sleeping  with  his 
forefathers  for  many  years,  and  who  introduced 
the  subject  to  the  notice  of  the  other  House — until 
this  day,  the  question  had  always  been  in  agita- 
tion. And  yet,  what  was  the  argument  of  the 
Senator  from  Massaahuselta,  [Mr.CHOATE?]  To 
keep  quiet;  to  enjoy  a  little  more  sleep,  a  little 
more  slumber,  whilst  Great  Britain,  with  gigantic 
strides,  was  taking  possession  of  that  eountry, 
which  she  would  do,  unless  we,  with  determined 
spirit,  asserted  our  rights. 

But,  if  we  had  slept  for  twenty-live  yeara,  was 
that  any  reason  why  we  should  sleep  any  longer  ? 
If  we  had  not  asserted  our  claim,  was  that  any 
reason  why  we  should  not? 

The  useful  and  honorable  life  ot  the  Senator 
[Dr.  Linn]  who  had  sat  so  many  years  near  him, 
was  spent  for  the  last  five  years  in  asserting  oar 
claims  to  this  title.  Dr.  Linn  thought  the  propi- 
tious moment  had  arrived  when  Lord  Ashburton 
reached  this  country  as  a  minister  of  peace;  for 
the  declaration  of  Mr.  Webster  was,  ihat  he  was 
authorized  to  settle  all  the  points  of  difference 
between  the  two  Governments.  On  the  advice  of 
his  friends,  Dr.  Linn  ceased  to  agitate  the  ques- 
tion during  the  mission  of  Lord  Ashburton.  Mr. 
B.  eulogized,  in  feeling  termt,  the  life  and  char- 
acter of  Dr.  Linn;  in  concluding  which,  be  ob- 
served that  the  settlers  in  Oregon  would  deserve 
the  brand  of  ingratitude,  if  they  did  not  name  the 
first  city  in  that  territory  the  city  of  Linn. 

In  common  with  all  the  Senate,  Dr.  Linn  then 
hoped  this  question  would  be  settled.  He  thought 
that  was  the  propitious  moment.     England  bad, 
at  that  time,  been  unsuccessful  in  her  wars  in  the 
East;  her  starving  population  was  almost  in  a 
state  of  rebellion;  she  had  not  succeeded  in  bcr 
quintuple  treaty  with   France;  her  revenue  was 
not  sufficient  to  meet  her  common  expenses  of 
government;  her  minister  bad  come  here,  in  bis 
advent  proclaiming  that  he  was  ready  to  settle  all 
the  questions  of  dispute  between  his  Government 
and  that  of  the  United  States.   That,  surely,  was 
the  propitious  monJfenl  to  settle  the  Oregon  ques- 
tion. What  a  disappointment  was  felt  tnatit  was 
not  included  in  the  negotiation  all  could  remem- 
ber.   The  moment  it  was  known  that  the  Oretcon 
^uestion  was  not  to  be  settled  in  that  treaty.  Dr. 
linn  gave  notice  that  he  would  press  his  bill  for 
the  organization  and  settlement  of  that  territory^. 
But  now,  was  the  United  States  to  strike  its  flag 
a  second  time,  on  the  arrival  of  a  new  minister 
from  England  ?    After  her  subjects  had  been  aU- 
lowed  to  occupy  the  territory  from  the  lime  tbe 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  set  foot  in  it  till  the  year 
1842,  this  country  at  once,  on  the  arrival  of  a  Brit- 
ish minister,  arrested  all  further  proceedings  hi 
pursuance  of  its  rights;  and  was  it  to  be  wondercU 
at,  if  now,  on  the  arrival  of  another  British  Ibin- 
ister,  should  our  proceedings  be  a  second  time 
arrested,  that  the  consequence  would  be  similar 
results?    This  is  not  the  way  to  treat  with  Eng- 
land.   She  does  not  expect  any  such  concessions 
from  us.    If  we  desire  to  have  justice  from  her, 
or  any  nation,  we  must  assert  our  rights  in   a 
proper  manner.    If  we  do  that,  little  will  she  be 
encouraged  to  make  further  delay ;  if  we  do  not, 
judging  from  the  results  of  the  former  negotiation, 
little  will  she  be  inclined  to  settle  the  quesuon  at  aU. 
She  has  now  got  from  us  in  the  Northeast,  by 
treaty,  our  native  highland  boundary,  for  whieJa 
our  fathers  fought.    Our  native  highland  bound- 
acy  is  converted  into  a  military  high  road  bet«reen 
her  colonies  and  duebec,  the  city  of  her  empire 
in  the  northeast  of  this  continent.    She  is  in  tbe 
possession  of  these  highland  passes,  ih  rough 
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which  ahe  can  pour  her  troop*  into  the  United 
Sutes-.-and  we  Icnow  the  importance  of  this  poa- 
session  (o  her  fora  line  of  military  poats  from  the 
report  of  (he  board  of  British  officers,  and  the 
opinion  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington  on  the  sub- 
ject. She  had  got  all  that;  and  what  was  worse 
(han  all  that — no,  he  would  not  aar  she  could  be 
disgraced  before  the  world — but  he  would  say 
that,  from-  the  British  Parliament  itself,  it  had 
been  proclaimed  to  all  mankind  by  the  British 
minister,  that,  at  the  very  time  Lord  Ashburton 
'  nblained'lhis  highland  territory  by  negotiation, 
\  he  had  in  his  pocket  the  evidence  that  he  had  no 
claim  to  it — eTidencc  on  the  face  of  a  British  map 
taken  from  the  library  of  George  IK., upon  which 
was  marked,  by  the  very  band  of  the  sovereign 
himself,  the  very  line  of  boundary  always  claimed 
by  the  United  States  as  the  line  agreed  upon  in 
the  treaty  of  1783— a  line  showing  conclusively 
that  England  had  no  title  whatever  to  a  single  foot 
of  the  territory  she  demanded. 

Mr.  B.  here  read  extracts  from  speeches  of 
Sir  Robert  Peel,  admitting  this  fact;  and  also 
from  speeches  mnde  by  Lm-d  Brougham  on  the 
same  subject,  both  showing  that  George  III.  had 
traced  in  a  broad  red  line  on  the  map,  with  his 
own  hand,  the  boundary  line  pointed  out  to  him 
by  Mr.  Oswald  as  the  line  he  had  agreed  upon  in 
the  treaty  of  1783;  the  King  having  written  three 
or  four  times  over  the  line  that  it  was  the  bound- 
ary agreed  noon  by  Mr.  Oswald.  In  these 
'speeches it  is  also  slated  that  Lord  Ashburton  had 
this  very  map  in  his  pocket  at  the  lime  of  making 
the  treaty  of  Washington,  and  did  not  make  it 
known  to  Mr.  Webster;  admitting,  also,  that  it 
destroyed  every  British  pretension  to  the  terri- 
tory, and^atablished  most  unequivocally  the 
rigbc  of  the  United  Slates  to  all  they  haj|  claimed. 
Mr.  B.  commenting  upon  these  disclosures, 
(aid  he  had  loo  much  respect  for  himself,  too 
much  respect  for  Lord  Ashburton,  and  too  much 
respect  for  the  British  Government  to  make  use 
of  the  only  epithets  that  conid  propeily  express 
the  character  of  that  ti-ansaction.  But  (he  asked) 
could  anything  prove  more  strongly  that  the  Gov- 
ernment of  England  was  ready  to  go  to  war;  that 
the  torch  was  ready  to  be  applied  10*1116  cannon 
in  naortal  conflict  with  this  country,  at  the  very 
time  that  she  had  the  most  conclusivs  and  une- 
quivocal evidence  in  her  possession  that  she  was 
not  entitled  to  one  foot  of  the  territory  for  which 
■he  was  going  to  fight ^ 

If,  after  all  this;  if  again,  on  the  arrival  of  an- 
other British  minister,  (and  not  a  special  minis- 
ter either,  as  had  been  reported,)  we  ground  our 
arms,  arrest  all  proceedings  in  Congress,  and 
wait  an  indefinite  time  for  the  settlement  of  this 
qneation,  it  never  will  be  settled.  But,  says  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts,  "  It  might  give  of- 
fense !  It  would  be  disrespectful  to  the  liriiish 
Government  to  give  this  notice,  on  the  arrival  of 
the  British  minister!"  Disrespectful  to  give  the 
notice  which  the  existing  treaty  authorizes  us  to 
give — a  notice  according  to  the  very  letter  and 
spirit  of  the  treaty?  For  his  life,  he  could  not 
imagine  how  the  British  Government  could,  or 
bow  it  ever  would, consider  that  acting  in  obedi- 
ence to  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  could  be  dis- 
respectful. 

Giving  this  notice  was  not  entering  into  hasty 
ineaBures.  There  would  still  be  a  year  left  for 
negotiation.  They  must  have  an  extreme  opinion 
of  tne  sensitiveness  of  the  British  Government, 
'who  suppose  that  acting  in  conformity  with  the 
treaty  would,  by  any  possibility,  give  offense. 
And,  if  it  does— if  that  Government  should  be  so 
unveasonable  aslo  lake  offense,  when  none  is  in- 
tended, alour  action  in  pursuance  of  the  stipula- 
tion pointed  out  in  the  treaty,  in  Heaven's  name, 
let  the  British  Government  be  offended.  It  will 
not  be  OUT  fault.  We  might  regret  that  such 
vrould  be  the  effect;  but  we  would  have  occasion 
to  regret  still  more,  if  we  were  to  arrest  all  our 
proceeding*  on  the  advance  of  the  British  Min- 
ister, and  do  nothing.  There  never  would  be  a 
■ettleroeni  of  this  question,  if  things  were  to  go  on 
in  this  way.  The  British  Government  did  not 
-want  it  better  settled  than  it  is.  They  possess 
the  territory  for  all  the  purposes  they  desire;  and 
oa  long  as  we  say  we  will  neither  go  there,  nor 
authorize  our  people  to  go  there,  the  question 
never  will  be  settled. 

He  might  end  here;  and  here,  perhaps,  it  would 
be  proper  for  him  to  end  his  remarks  on  the  pres- 


ent occasion;  because  the  discussion  of  the  gen- 
eral subject  would  come  up  more  appropriately 
on  the  bill  now  upon  the  Senate  table;  but  he 
could  not  help  feeling  that  the  Senator  from  Mas- 
sachusetts had  advanced  some  ideas  on  the  ques- 
tion of  the  immediate  settlement  of  this  difficulty, 
to  which  it  was  necessary  he  should  advert.  And 
in  doing  so,  he  would  endeavor  to  state  correctly 
what  the  Senator  had  said;  should  he,  however, 
have  mistaken  him,  or  misconceived  his  meaning, 
he  begged  the  Senator  would  set  him  right.  He 
thought,  indeed,  he  could  not  be  mistaken  in 
stating  that,  in  the  course  of  his  argument — for 
he  took  it  down  at  the  moment  with  a  good  deal 
of  care — he  contended  that  it  was  the  part  of  wis- 
dom to  continue  the  joint  occupation  of  the  ter- 
ritory, as  it  now  exists;  that  in  the  mean  time  our 
population  might  prudently  and  silently  enter  the 
Territory,  until  we  should  peacefully  find  our 
population  in  possession  of  it;  but  if  we  should 
interpose  by  legislative  action,  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  might  take  offense.  By  quief  and  silent 
emigration,  the  Territory, inafew  years,  would  be 
I  ours;  th|^odson'«  Bay  Company,  likcOssian's 
I  ghosts,  moving  off  to  the  north  as  our  people  in- 
I  creased.  He  [Mr.  Choati]  said  further  that  Eng 
I  land  had  had  no  notion  whatever  of  colonizing 
I  Oregon. 

Mr.  B.  eulogized  the  poetical  language  of  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts,  in  which  he  had  so 
eloquently  clothed  his  ideas  on  these  points,  (the 
substance  of  which  is  only  here  given;)  but  he 
characterized  the  whole  as  poetry  only.  It  was 
like  the  osirich  policy,  which  deceived  nobodv 
but  the  simple  bird  itself;  much  less  wns  it  cal- 
culated to  deceive  that  monopoly  the  Hudsnn^s 
Bay  Company.  Steal  intoOrpgnn?  Take  pos- 
session of  it  quietly — silently.'  The  Hudson's 
Bay  Company  will  not  become  offended .'  That 
is,  if  you  settle  the  country  with  your  population, 
advancing  with  the  plowshare  and  pruning 
hook,  destroying  all  the  game  and  trade  in  furs 
with  which  the  country  abounds,  and  for  which 
it  is  so  desirable  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company 
— that  company  will  not  be  offended  !  They  will 
let  you  commence  agriculiuml  pursuits  as  soon 
as  you  please  ther%;letyou  chase  th^game  from 
it  to  make  it  an  agricultural  country;  destroying 
their  harvest  of  furs;  starving  oul  the  sustenance 
of  their  vast  monopoly;  and  they,  themselves, 
will  quietly  retire  to  their  kindred  regions  of  the 
north !  All  this  is  to  be,  notwithstanding  the  fact 
that,  for  the  interference  of  our  citizens  with  the 
fur  trade,  five  hundred  of  ihcm  have  been  mur- 
dered by  this  blood-stained  monopoly;  and  yet 
they  will  not  be  offended  if  our  citizens  go  into 
the  territory,  and  by  turning  it  into  an  agricul- 
tural region,  reiid(!V'it  impossible  for  the  game  and 
the  furs  to  be  found  there,  for  which  it  is  so  val- 
uable to  that  country !  These  unfortunate  men 
who  lost  their  lives  in  Oregon,  went  there  to  di- 
vide the  game;  but  it  was  at  the  peril  and  forfeit 
of  their  lives  that  they  attempted  to  share  in  that 
trade.  Yet  we  are  told  that  if  others  of  our  cit- 
izens go  there,  and  convert  the  country  from  a 
region  of  game  and  furs,  into  an  agricultural  re- 
gion, (the  tendency  of  which  is  to  destroy  and 
annihilate  the  game,)  it  will  give  no  offense  to  the 
company  whose  monopoly  consists  of  the  riches 
derived  from  the  game  and  furs.  Il  will  be  very 
magnanimous,  no  doubt,  of  this  company  not  to 
be  offended  at  this.  The  Senator  from  Massa- 
chusetts assumes  the  idea  that,  at  the  approach 
of  our  agricultural  population,  this  company  is  to 
make  its  bow  and  retire.  This  was  really  the 
most  marvelous  argument  he  had  ever  heard 
coming  from  so  respectable  a  quarter. 

But  while  all  this  is  coming  to  pass,  how  will- 
the  honorable  Senator  in  the  mean  time  preserve 
the  peace  of  the  country  ?  The  British  have  a 
governmentof  their  own  there, and  we  have  notie. 
Our  citizens  are  there,  not  only  without  our  pro- 
tection, but  without  our  jurisdiction.  When  the 
bill  for  organizing  the  government  of  the  territory 
was  before  the  Senate  last  session,  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts  expressed  no  other  objection 
to  it  but  that  we  had  not  given  the  notice  of  dis- 
continuing the  treaty.  That,ns  well  as  he  recol- 
lected, was  ihetcnorof  his  objection.  The  notice 
was  necessary,  he  supposed,  lor  the  preservation 
of  our  good  faith.  First  give  the  notice,  said  he, 
and  then  I  am  agreed  lo  send  our  civil  govern- 
ment to  Oregon  for  the  protection  of  our  citizens 
I  there.    Well,  then,  we  now  propose  giving  that 


I  notice;  and  the  Senator  starts  a  new  objection — 
that  it  is  better  not  to  do  it;  for,  in  twenty  years, 
it  will  be  unnecessary — the  territory  will  be  ours, 
I  quietly  and  silently!    Never  had  Great  Britain, 
I  in  the  wholecourseof  her  eventful  history,  man- 
I  ifested  more  determination  to  keep  possession  of 
any  territory  than  she  has  manifested  to  continue 
I  the  occupation  of  the  Oregon  territory.     Look  at 
I  her  arrangements;  her  occupation  of  the  soil  by 
i  her    subjects;    their  agricultural  enlargements; 
their  contracts  -for  beef^,  pork,  Bour;  their  saw- 
I  mills,  trade  in  lumber,  &c.,  &c.  ?    Does  she  not 
I  already  affect  to  consider  the  northern  bank  of 
i  the  Columbia  river  her  rightly    She  allows  us  the 
I  southern  bank;  but  she  keeps  the  northern  bank 
!  as  hers.    One  bank  is  called  the  British  side  of 
the  river,  and  the  other  the  American  side.    Let 
I  any  of  our  citizens  go  to  the  northern  side  and 
i  attempt  the  joint  occupancy  there,  and  it  would 
'  soon  be  seen  that  she  would  treat  it  as  an  intru- 
!  sion.    Who  could  say  what  would  be  the  result? 
I  He  believed  there  was  not  an  American  citizen 
I  settled  north  of  the  Columbia,  except  a  small  Ro- 
I  man  Catholic  settlement,  which  nobody  would 
{  think  of  disturbing.    Now,  lo  think  thai,  with 
■  all  these  arrangements  and  indications  of  perma- 
nent possession.  Great  Britain  will  retire  as  our 
citizens  increase;  that  she  will  willingly  abandon 
all  her  privileges,  her  provision  and  lumber  trade 
with  the  Pacific  islands,  and  her  fur  trade  with 
China;  give  up  the  advantages  of  her  great  mo- 
nopoly in  one  of  the  finest  countries  in  tlie  world; 
that  she  will  abandon  all  and  fly  to  the  north,  be- 
fore American  citizens  who  go  to  the  territory, 
but  whose  Government  are  unwHIingor  afraid  to 
protect  them  under  the  American  flag — is  to  sup- 
pose what  amounts  to  almost  nn  absolute  impos- 
sibility.   Prom  the  time  that  Sir  Alexander  Mc- 
Kcnzie  first  explored  the  northwest  territory,  her 
proceedings  had  been  the  same,  involving  an  un- 
conditional claim  to  the  country,  accompanied  by 
declarations  that  she  never  would  abandon  it.  To 
think,  then,  that  she  would  recede  at  the  sight  of 
squatters  going  there  without  laws,  government, 
or  protection,  or  anything  to  confirm  them  in 
their  rights,  was  preposterous  in  the  extreme. 

England  has,  more  than  once,  declared  she 
never  would  abandon  her  claims;  and  yet  we  are 
called  on,  by  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  to 
believe  that  if  we  act  quiescently,  and  let  oiir  cit- 
izens prt)ceed  to  Oregon,  without  laws — without 
a  government  to  protect  them — Vithout  anything 
10  confirm  them  in  their  rights — the  present  pos- 
sessors will,  without  a  show  of  rssislonce,  quietly 
abandon  to  the  new  comers  their  homes  and  im- 
provements, and  rapidly  retreat  still  further  north. 
From  the  negotiations  preparatory  to  the  treaty 
of  1818,  up  10  the  present  day ,  England  has  never- 
abandoned  her  claims.  On  the  contrary,  as  years 
advance,  those  claims  have  become  stronger. 
Previous  to  that  treaty,  she  was  offered  from  490 
itprlh  latitude;  but  her  answer  was,  she  would 
not  accept  it.  Previous  to  the  treaty  of  1824, 
that  offer  was  repeated ;  but  was  refused  in  strong- 
er terms  than  before.  Great  Britain  proposed, 
about  this  time,  to  take  from  49'^  to  where  it  strikes 
the  Columbia  in  a  northeasterly  direction,  and 
thence  down  to  the  mouth  of  the  river;  but  this 
extravagant  demand  being  objected  to,  on  the  part 
of  this  country,  by  Mr.  Rush,  the  negotiators  on 
the  other  side  declared  that  Great  Britain  could 
not  be  expected  to  depart  from  th^  demand  she 
had  made.  Before  this,  when  Mr.  Rush  requested 
them  to  specify  what  line  would  satisfy  them, 
they  gave  no  decisive  answer,  but  intimated  thet 
the  river  would  be  the  best,  but  would  not  even 
then  agree  to  holding  the  mouth  of  the  river  in 
common  with  us.  In  the  negotiations  which  pre- 
ceeded  the  treaty  of  1827,  when  the  offer  from 
49°  north  latitude  was  again  renewed  on  our  side, 
and  again  refused,  the  language  of  Great  Britain 
was  still  stronger.  Her  negotiators  then  declared 
her  determination  to  stand  by  her  claim,  founded 
on  the  possession  and  industry  of  her  people  set- 
tled in  Oregon,  whose  rights  she  would  never 
abandon.  She  told  us  that  she  claimed  those 
rights  by  the  settlement  of  her  people,  and  the 
improvements  tliey  had  effected ;  and  she  taunted 
us  that  we  had  no  such  claim  to  set  up. 

After  the  refusal  of  1827,  our  minister  declared 
that  this  GovernmentVas,  from  thenceforward, 
not  bound  by  the  proposal  made  to  England, 
giving  to  her  from  49°,  and  a  counter  protest  was 
made  on  the  protocol  bv  Great  Britain,  which, 
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at  leaat,  had  one  good  effect— that  of  leaving  us 
at  this  moment  perfectly  free  from  any  obligation 
that  these  proposals  could  imply.  We  now  went 
for  our  rights,  and  with  less  we  would  not  be  sat- 
isfied; and  that  these  rights  extended  to  54°  40', 
the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  would  not  deny. 
He  thought  there  was  abundant  evidence  to 
prove,  although  he  could  not  be  certain  of  it,  that 
the  offer  of  giving  to  England  from  490  of  north 
latitude,  was  renewed  to  Lord  Ashburton.  He 
could  not  say  so  positively,  a?,  unfortunately, 
the  negotiations  entered  into  at  the  time,  left  no 
trace  Mhind,  more  indelible  than  those  marked 
on  the  sand,  to  be  washed  away  forever  by  the 
next  tide  water.  What  occurred  on  the  subject 
was,  no  doubt,  known  in  England ;  but,  until  such 
time  as  that  Power  thought  fit  to  publish  Lord 
Ashburton 's  dispatches,  we  must  remain  in  ig- 
norance of  the  particulars.  But,  not  knowing 
what  did  then  actually  transpire — we  did  know 
that  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  in  reply  to 
the  Senator  from  Missouri,  "  assured  that  Sena- 
tor and  the  Senate,  that  any  report  of  any  por- 
tion of  the  territory  fouth  of  49°  being  offered  to 
Great  Britain  on  that  occasion,  was  utterljr  un- 
founded." This  declaration  —  based,  as  it  no 
doubt  was,  on  the  best  authority — he  was,  at  the 
time,  glad  to  hear;  but  it  was  not  absurd* to  sup- 

.  pose  that,  as  the  declaration  was  carefully  worded, 
ao  as  to  show  that  no  offer  was  made  south,  yet 
that  an  offer  or  negotiation  misht  have  been  con- 
templated at  490,  and  north  of  490. 

Mr.  CHOATE  was  understood  to  say  that  he 
was  ready  to  explain. 
♦  Mr.  BUCHANAN.    The  honorable  Senator 

had  stated  that  England  had  no  more  intention 
of  colonizing  the  territory  than  she  bad  of  colo- 
nizing the  dome  of  St.  Paul's.  On  what  argu- 
ment did  he  base  this  assertion .'  That,  since  the 
year  1836,  be  had  carefully  read  all  her  prefects 
of  colonization.  She  had  colonized  in  the  East, 
West,  North,  and  South,  but  manifested  no  dis- 
position to  colonize  the  Orejjon..  It  was  strange 
if  that  honorable  Senator  did  not  perceive  how 
easily  this  argument  could  be  answered.  Great 
Britain  could  not  openly  express  an  intention  of 
colonizing  the  Oregon,  without  violating  the  char- 
ter grant^  by  her  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company. 
In  the  year  1831,  she  granted  a  charter  to  that 
company  for  ten  years,  and  in  May,  1838,  she 
gave  to  the  same  company  a  new  license  fortwen- 
ty-one  years;  aad  in  the  correspondence  which 
took  place  before  the  granting  bf  this  license,  be- 
tween the  officejs  of  the  company  and  the  British 
Government,  there  were  tn  be  found  some  things 
as  remarkable  as  any  that  could  be  pointed  out 
in  the  eventful  history  of  this  negotiation.  This 
license,  and  the  matters  so  discussed,  were  all 
new  to  him,  nor  could  he  give  them  credit  until 
he  applied  to  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts, 
from  whom  he  learned  their  authenticity. 

The  correspondence  to  which  he  alluded,  took 
place  between  Lord  Glenelg,lhen  secretary  for  tBe 
colonies,  and  Mr.  Simpson,  agent  for  the  Hud- 
son's Bay  Company.  The  latter,  in  applying 
for,  and  urging  the  necessity  ofgianting  to  the 
company  a  new  charier  or  license,  went  on  to  in- 
form the  Government  what  the  company  had 
done  for  them;  they  had  driven  all  the  Americans 
from  the  coast;  they  had  increased  commerce, 
and  encouraged  agriculture,  by  holding  out  a. 
bonus  to  their  decayed  servants  and  British  emi- 
grants to  settle  on  farms.  They  had  established 
twenfy-two  factories — six  of  them  on  the  coast, 
and  sixteen  in  the  interior;  and  those  twenty-two 
fattories  he  believed  to  be  also  stockaded  forts. 
They  had  six  armed  vessels  carrying  on  their 
trade  with  East  Asia.  Their  attention  was  also 
turned  to  agricultural  exports  on  a  lar^e  scale; 
and  they  had  every  prospect  of  increasing  their 

'exports  to  a  great  amount  in  wool, cotton,  hides, 
and  tobacco.  In  speaking  of  the  country  between 
the  north  branch  of  the  Columbia  and  49°  north 
latitude,  this  Mr.  Simpson  describes  it  to  Lord 
Glenelg  as  a  remarkably  salubrious  climate,  with 
a  rich  and  fertile  soil,  and  having  on  the  coast 
•ome  of  the  best  harbors  in  the  world ;  the  pos- 
session of  which,  he  suggests,  may  become  im- 
portant hereafter,  remarking  that  there  is  not  a 
good  harbor  to  the  south  nearer  than  370  north 
latitude;  and  winds  upbyaimpressingon  his  lord- 
ship the  important  service  done  by  the  company 
in  forming  the  nucleus  of  a  colony,  by  settling 
down  their  retired  officers  and  decayed  serranta 


on  farms  in  the  territory.  This  communication 
was  favorably  received  by  Lord  Glenelg;  but,  in 
his  reply,  after  acknowledging  the  services  of  the 
company,  he  states  distinctly  that  no  new  license 
can  be  granted,  without  reserving  tn  Goverment 
the  express  privii^c  of  settling  colonies  in  the 
country  at  any  time  hereafter  that  might  be 
thought  proper. 

This  conclusive  fact  shows  England's  determ- 
ination to  stand  by  her  possession.  Colonization 
is  the  indispensable  law  of  her  existence.  She 
must  colonize  to  find  a  market  for  her  produc- 
tions. The  markets  of  all  the  world  are  closed 
against  her,  and  she  enjoys  no  free  trade  except 
what  she  has  with  the  United  States.  All  the 
world  seems  at  last  to  coincide  with  the  policy  of 
Bonaparte  in  regard  to -English  manufactures.' 
She  cannot  exist  without  colonizntion;  and  to 
suppose,  according  to  the  Senator  from  Massa- 
chusetts, that  she  will  give  up  this  fine  country, 
without  a  struggle,  is  to  suppose  an  absolute 
impossibitity.  The  honorable  Senator  savs,  let 
matters  remain  as  they  are,  and  our  title  is  not 
weakened;  but  once  give  notice,  and  tlun  we  call 
all  her  tact  and  power  into  action.  DoeR^ngland 
admit  her  right  to  amount  to  nothing?  Farfrom 
it.  Previous  to  the  treaty  of  1818,  both  Gallatin 
and  Rush  expressed  themselves  agreeable  to  lay 
open  the  northwest  coast  to  both  nations,  for  a 
period  of  ten  years,  for  the  purpowi  of  trade.  But 
although  this  was  the  admitted  understandin;, 
unfortunately  the  expression  was  not  to  be  found 
in  the  treaty.  If  it  was,  there  would  be  now  no 
room  left  for  cavil.  What  advantage  did  Great 
Britain  take  of  this  mistake?  She  mils  back  on 
Nootka  Sound,  and  insists  that  the  whole  north- 
west coast  is  open  to  her  to  plant  colonies  in. 
Having  no  right,  she  still  proceeds;  while,  if  we 

ftropose  to  erect  a  fort  at  the  mouth  of  the  Co- 
urabia — though  she  has  twenty  in  the  territory — 
we  are  met  with  a  denunciation  of  giving  offense. 
If  we  propose  to  erect  forts  in  the  pass  across  the 
Rocky  Mountains,  for  the  protection  of  our  emi- 


f rating  fellow-citizens,  we  are  giving  offense, 
ropose  what  we  may,  we  are  told  it  would  be 
violating  the  treaty,  without  first  giving  twelve 


months  notice;  and  now,  when  we  propose  to 
give  that  nbtica,  we  are  told  we  cannot  do  it,  be- 
cause it  would  be  giving  offense.  We  remain 
sleeping,  while  she  continues  to  act  with  energy 
and  strength.  All  movement  on  our  part  is  im- 
peded, lest  we  violate  the  treaty;  while  she  goes 
onestablishingagovernment,  commissioning  jus- 
tices of  the  pKace,  forming  a  civil  tribunal;  erect- 
ing mills  and  carrying  out  improvements;  thus 
giving  encouragement  and  security  to  her  people; 
and  we  remain  with  our  hands  lied,  lest  we  should 
be  guilty  of  a  breach  of  faith/looking  at  her  in 
the  possession  and  enjoyment  of  our  rights. 

Great  Britain,  falling  back  on  the  treaty  of 
Nootka  Sound,  which  she  admits  gives  to  the 
United  States  the  same  title,  claims  the  right  of 
colonizing  on  the  northwest  cosst — a  right  which 
%he  maintains  she  has  secured  by  occupancy,  and 
which  she  taunts  us  with  having  neglected.  This 
right  she  declares  she  will  not  abandon;  and  yet 
we  sil  here  in  cold  debate,  deliberating  whetlier 
we  will  give  a  notice  provided  for  by  a  treaty 
between  both  nations,  or  continue  to  letourfei- 
low-citizens  flock  to  a  country  where,  without 
laws  or  protection,  any  collision  with  them  must 
lead  to  what  all  are  anxious  to  avoid — war  be- 
tween the  two  countries. 

In  discussing  the  last  point,  Mr.  B.  said  he 
would  make  his  remarks  as  brief  as  possible. 
The  Senator  from  Massachusetts  contends  (hat 
if  the  notice  proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Illi- 
.nois  be  given,  war  becomes  inevitable,  and  that  it 
behooves  bs  to  make  immediate  preparations  by 
raiding  armies,  providing  supplies  and  munitions 
of  war,  calling  into  service  our  western  volunteers, 
and  sending  lorihwith  our  sharp-shooters  across 
the  Rocky  Mountains.  He  even  goes  so  fsr  as 
to  think  it  not  improbable  that  ten  cannon  are 
placed  in  readiness,  at  the  Sandwich  Islands,  to 
be  brought  into  action  as  soon  as  we  offend  Great 
Britain  by  giving  the  threatened  notice.  But,  if 
war  was  inevitable,  he  assured  the  honorable 
Senator  it  would  proceed  from  a  wholly  different 
cause;  it  would  proceed  from  suffering  thousands 
of  our  fellow-citizens  to  pass  the  Rocky  Mount- 
ains without  law  or  protection,  and  to  enter  a 
territory  in  the  face  or  that  hunting  corporation, 
strong  in  possession,  .guarded  by  forts,  and  jeal- 


ous of  all  intruders.  War  was  to  be  dreaded  not 
from  any  action  here,  but  from  an  outbreak  in 
Oregon.  Two  great  nations,  placed  in  the  relative 
positions  of  England  and  Ame'ricn,  could  not  go 
.to  war  on  such  a  subject  except  forced  into  it  by 
timidity  on  one  side  or  other.  To  prevent  this, 
send  with  those  thousands  of  our  adventurous  fel- 
low-citizens a  civil  government — a  power  ito  pro- 
tect them  from  injury;  to  prevent  their  doing 
wrong,  and  to  maintain  their  rights;  a  power  to 
keep  them  under  proper  control,  and  to  prevent 
outbreak;  and  then  lens  of  thousands  hiay  flock 
therewithout  endangering  the  peaceable  relations 
that  now  exist.  Delay  doing  so,  and  the  first 
lawless  crack  of  a  rifle  that  is  heard  over  tbo 
Rocky  Mountains  will  be  a  signal  of  war  that  witt 
not  be  misunderstood, and  cannot  be  avoided. 

For  this  reason,  and  forlhis  reason  alone,  was 
he  anxious  for  the  service  of  this  notice  on  Qreat 
Britain,  and  for  the  passage  of  the  bill  which  he 
hoped  would  follow  It.  He  was  anxious  for  tboae 
measures,  as  on  them  he  firmly  believed  woulil 
depend  a  safe  and  honorable  peace  to  both  no- 
tions. 

One  of  the  Senators  from  New  Jersey  thinks 
that  it  will  take  one  hundred  years  to  populate 
the  valley  of  the  Mississippi;  but  his  notions  of 
population  were  of  the  old  school.  Providence 
has  given  to  the  American  people  a  great  and  im- 
portant mission,  and  that  mission  they  were  dea- 
tined  to  fulfill — to  spread  the  blessings  of  Chria- 
tian  liberty  and  laws  from  one  end  to  the  other  of 
this  immense  continent;  which,  within  fifty  yeara 
from  this,  would  hold  between  the  Atlsniie  and 
Pacific  one  hundred  million  of  free  and  enlight- 
ened citizens,  burning  with  ardent  and  patriotic 
love  of  country,  and  enjoying  all  iheklessings  of 
civil  and^eWgious  liberty.  He  believed  it  to  be 
one  of  life  great  purposes  of  the  Author  of  the 
Universe  to  give  to  our  people  that  spirit  of  emi- 
gration; by  it  was  a  knowledge  of  His  divine 
laws  extended;  and  to  talk  of  confining  it  withia 
limits  was  like  talking  of  limiting  the  stars  in 
riieir  course,  or  bridling  the  foaming  torrent  of 
Niagara.  The  Senator  from  New  Jersey  says 
Oregon  will  never  become  a  Slate  of  ihe  Union. 
He  could  not  see  into  the  future,  to  express  aa 
opinion  whether  it  would  or  would  not;  but  be 
knew  that  whether  it  ever  became  a  Stale  or  not, 
the  extending  of  our  territory  would  not  dimin- 
ish, but  strengthen  our  power  and  add  to  our 
prosperity  as  a  nation.  Since  we  commenced  la 
extend  our  country,  our  internal  commerce  had 
increased,  until  now  it  amounted  to  (en  timee 
more  than  all  our  commerce  with  foreign  nations. 
It  created  a  mutual  dependence,  which  added  to 
the  general  strength.  The  States  on  the  Missis- 
sippi were  connected  with,  and  rested  on  a  naval 
Power;  the  southern  States  on  their  institutions — 
institutions  which  he  trusted  no  fanatical  spirit 
would  ever  have  power  to  disturb — and  the  east- 
ern States  on  their  commerce. 

If  Oregon  became  a  State,  he  had  no  fesrs  fur 
her;  but  whether  she  did  or  not,  he  knew,  if  right 
was  adhered  to,  she  would  be  blessed  with  re- 
publican law  and  liberty.  Neither  Governnaent, 
he  contended,  was  inclined  to  go  to  wsr,  oor 
would  they  on  such  a  question.  Great  Britain 
would  weigh  well  her  position  before  she  voui4 
destroy  our  friendly  relations.  She  would  con- 
sider her  present  position  in  regard  to  Ireland, 
where  one  spark  would  light  the  torch  of  civil 
war.  She  would  reflect  on  her  inability  to  sup- 
ply China,  if  deprived,  for  manufacturing  por- 
poses,  of  our  great  staple  produce.  In  peace, 
compelled  to  impose  an  income  tax  to  meet  iho 
expenses  of  her  Government,  she  would  not  naek- 
lessly  rush  into  all  the  costs  of  a  war.  She  is 
too  great,  loo  wise  a  nation  to  enter  into  s  war 
for  anything  less  than  the  defense  of  her  national 
honor.  It  would  be  impossible  for  Englaixi,  in 
the  nineteenth  century,  and  in  the  face  of  tbe 
world,  to  go  to  war  on  a  question  of  this  kind, 
when  our  title  stood  forth,  as  it  does,  undisputed. 
There  was  no  danger,  then,  of  war,  except  by 
our  pursuing  a  pusiTlanimous  course,  which  will 
force  England  into  a  position  which  she  cannot 
abandon  without  affecting  her  honor.  To  avoid 
such  an  evil,  this  was  the  propitious  manicnl. 
He  admitted,  and  regretted,  that  there  were  dan- 
gerous symptoms  between  the  two  countrtea. 
For  the  last  two  years,  the  public  press  of  Great 
Britain  had  been  filled  with  abuse  of  America, 
and  everything  connected  with  America. 
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Mr.  CLAYTON  was  understood  to  say  the 
abuse  referred  to  Pennsylvania  repudiation. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  the  abuse  was  general; 
and  although,  in  some  large  cities,  men  might  be 
found  who  did  not  feel  it;  and  though,  In  one  large 
city,a  company  could  be  assembled  who  received 
the  toast  of  the  health  of  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  silence,  while^hey  responded  to  the 
health  of  Queen  Victoria.with  loud  and  prolonged 
acclamations — yet  the  great  mass  of  the  people 
still  remembered  the  wrongs  and  injuries  they 
-suffered  at  the  hands  of  the  English.  Though 
Senators  may  delight  and  ~ive  free  reign  to  their 
fancy,  in  describing  the  two  countries  as  mother 
and  daughter,  the  mass  of  the  people  still  consider 
England  in  the  light  of  a.cruei  step-mother  to  her 
American  oifspring. 

There  was  no  bluster  in  his  nature;  but  there 
was  only  one  calamity  he.dreaded — national  dis- 
bonorr  He  would  make  anjr  sacrifice,  except 
honor,  to  preserve  peace;  and,  if  he  did  not  think 
giving  the  proposed  notice  would  be  the  most  cer- 
tain means  to  do  so,  he  would  no.t  be  found  so 
Ion?  accupying  the  time  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  CRITI'ENDEN  considered  the  continu- 
ation of  this  discussion  worse  than  useless,  and 
was  anxious  to  have  the  resolution  laid  upon  the 
table.  Under  present  circumstances,  he  consid- 
ered the  debate  unsuitable.  For  twenty-six  years 
this  subject  had  been  suppressed,  and  everything 
had  gone  on  in  peace,  without  injury  to  either 
party.  Neither  party  was  pressed  by  any  emer- 
gency for  the  use  or  occupancy  of  the  country — 
a  sterile  soil,  of  little  or  no  value;  but  at  a  moment 
when  both  Governments  are  prepared  to  put  the 
question  at  rest,  we  are  called  on  to  give  notice, 
which,  to  «ay  the  leaat  of  it,  could  only  tend  to 
embarrass  negotiation.  He  did  not  intend  to  in- 
vestigate or  decide  on  the  abuses  on  either  side; 
he  considered  that  a  subject,  in  the  first  place,  be- 
longing to  the  ministers  on  both  sides;  and  as  the 
Senate  was  only  apart  of  the  treaty-making  power, 
he  did  not  think  it  should  prematurely  interfere. 
It  was  said  this  interference  would  give  no  offense; 
but  who  could  tell  that?  The  whole  debate  was 
filled  with  menace  again.st  Great  Britain,  and  he 
deprecated  the  policy  of  creating  an  inimical  feel- 
ing at  the  very  threshold  of  negotiation.  He 
thought  it  could  make  no  diflcrence  to  delay  this 
notice  six  months;  that  delay  might  do  good;  it 
could  do  no  evil.  He  did  not  approve  of  the  pol- 
icy of  those  who  called  in  question  the  framers 
of  the  treaty  of  Ghent;  he  thought  we  were  mis- 
taken in  arrogating  to  ourselves  superior  wisdom 
to  those  who  lived  before  us. 

The  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  in  referring 
to  the  treaty  of  Washington,  made  a  pathetic  la- 
ment for.  the  barren  hills  of  Maine,  which,  by  that 
treaty,  were  given  up;  he  described  them  ss  lead- 
ing to  the  heart  of  the  country — rather  a  funny 
place  (he  thought)  for  an  avenue  to  the  hi^art  of 
the  country;  but  bis  lamentation  was  for  the  su- 

firiority  the  possession  of  those  hills  gave  to 
ngland.  On  investigation,  however,  those  hills 
were  declared  to  be  of  no  military  importance, 
and  not  of  the  slightest  consequence  in  the  event 
of  a  national  war.  He  formed  a  portion  of  the 
two  thirds  of  the  Senate  who  ratified  that  treaty, 
and  he,  and  those  who  voted  with  him,  were  sat- 
isfied with  what  they  had  done.  He  went  on  to 
argue  that  the  map  alluded  to,  as  in  possession 
of  Lord  Ashburton,  was  of  no  authority;  and 
with  regard  to  the  weight  given  to  it  by  the  fact 
of  George  III.  being  devoted  to  gnographical  pur- 
suits, be  was  inclined  to  concur;  supposing  that 
the  talents  of  a  sovereign  who  was  puzzled  to 
Jtntiw  how  the  apple  got  into  the  dumpling  must 
be  of  a  superior  order,  especially  when  applied  to 
a  science  la  which  he  is  described  as  being  so 
much  devoted.  He  rose  rather  to  vindicate  him- 
sel  f  Qod  brother  Senators  who  voted  for  th'e  treaty 
of  Washington  from  the  attacks  of  the  little  mi- 
nority who  voted  against  it,  than  to  discuss  this 
question.  He  went  on  to  show  the  inutility  of 
any  action,  for  the  present,  by  the  Senate.  Six 
months  could  make  no  difference;  and  by  that 
time  the  negotiation  would  be  either  concluded 
or  have  assumed  such  a  shape  as  to  enable  them 
to  see  what  they  were  doing.  No  minister  of 
ours  would  neglect,  if  lie  saw  an  inclination  on 
the  part  of  the  minister  from  Great  Britain  to  give 
unnecessary  delay,  to  sav  to  him,  "If  this  ques- 
tion is  not  at  once  settlea,  the  subject  can  remain 
no  longer  open  for  negotiation. "    This  language 


would  be  used  by  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania 
himself,  had  he  the  conducting  of  the  negotiation, 
and  would  have  all  the  effect,  if  not  more,  than 
the  proposed  notice. 

Mr.  C.then  alluded  to  the  appointment . of  Mr. 
Calhoun,  than  whom,  he  saiiii  a  filter,  or  more 
able  man  to  conduct  this  negotiation,  with  strict 
regard  to  the  honor  and  interests  of  the  country, 
could  not  be  found.  Before  the  rising  of  the 
body  the  negotiatisn  might  come  to  an  issue;  and 
then,  whatever  steps  were  necessary,  could  be 
taken. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  did  not  expect  to  say  one 
word  more  on  the  subject,  but  he  could  not  but 
congratulate  himself  on  the  extraordinary  effect 
his  poor  efforts  had  on  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky. That  gentleman  could  not  wall  till  morn- 
ing to  give  expression  to  his  sentiments,  but  must 
force  nim,  exhausted  as  he  was  after  a  long 
speech,  into  one  of  those  struggles  which  had  so 
often  taken  place  between  them.  What  point  he 
attempted  to  answer,  he  knew  not.  If  the  ques- 
tion was  not  one  of  Peter  Pindarand  apple  dump- 
lings, he  feared  the  gentleman  would  make  noth- 
ing by  His  motion.  He  denied  that  the  minority 
on  the  Washington  treaty  bad  ever  taunted  the 
majority;  he,  for  one,  wished  to  vote  for  that 
treaty,  but  its  provisions  would  not  allow  him. 
He  gave  to  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  the  same 
credit  for  purity  of  intention  that  he  claimed  for 
himself;  nor  did  he  blame  any  Senator  for  the 
course  he  took  on  that  occasion.  The  Senator 
from  Kentucky,  in  alluding,  to  the  strange  way 
to  the  heart  of  thc^country,  should  have  recol- 
lected that  the  road  to  ihe  heart  lies  through  the 
extremities.  He  had  used  no  threats — not  even, 
he  believed  in  the  srdor  of  debate  did  any  threat 
escape  him.  He  advocated  the  claiming  of  our 
rights  in  a  firm,  but  respectful  manner. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  said  if  he  had  not  an- 
swered what  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  con- 
sidered nis  argument,  it  was  because  he  viewed 
it  not  as  an  argument,  but  a  prophecy;  and  recol- 
lecting that  prophets  were  seldom  honored  (.espe- 
cially in  their  own  country,  he  fell  into  the  com- 
mon error.  He  then  proceed  to  view  the  question 
as  altogether  trifling— one  that,  by  forcing  on, 
might  become  mischievous;  but  which,  by  lying 
quiescent,  could  produce  no  evil,  and  might  do 
much  good.  He  did  not  approve  of  exhibiting  too 
much  war  spirit  in  negotiations,  lest  we  should 
display  too  much  peace-spirit  in  our  wars.  He 
wished  our  war-spirit  not.  to  be  wasted,  lest  We 
shoijld  find  it  exhausted  when  most  required.  As 
to  the  map,  he  would  remind  his  honorable  friend 
there  were  maps  on  both  sides — maps  here  which, 
if  shown,  would  have  given  to  Great  Britain  more 
than  she  obtained.r 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  had  no  doubt,  when  the 
day  of  trial  came,  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Kentucky  would  be  found  where  he  always  was 
— in  his  place.  He  need  not  have  taken  the  trou- 
ble to  disclaim  a  knowledge  of  the  prophets,' as 
no  one  accused  him  of  such  knowledge.  The 
ancient  prophets  were  said  to  be  ignorant  of  even 
their  awn  predictions;  but  such  was  not  the  case 
with  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  for  he  assumed 
that  be  knew  the  propecies  of  others,  and  did  not 
believe  them. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  said,  when  the  gentle- 
man poured  out  his  prophecies,  if  he  had  not  an- 
swered, the  reason  was  because  he  did  not  com- 
prehend. He  was  quite  inadequate  to  the  task  of 
putting  into  any  form  of  logic  or  reason  the  ma- 
terials used  by  his  honorable  friend  from  Penn- 
sylvania. He  had  no  doubt  that  there  was  a  great 
deal  of  logic,  and  a  great  deal  of  sound  sense, 
reason,  and  argument,  in  wh&t  he  said,  but  the 
difficulty  was  to  find  it  out.  As  to  himself,  he 
confessed  his  inability  to  do  so.  He  was  glad 
that  he  had  taken  the  honorable  Senator  at  no 
disadvantage;  and  he  feld  proud  in  being  able  to 
vindicate  him  from  the  charge  of  being  either  old 
or  feeble;  neither  were  his  limbs  stiff  or  cold,  but 
he  was  hale  and  vigorous,  in  the  hey-day  of  life, 
and  possessed  of  more  than  the  usual  quantum 
of  good  spirits. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  felt  obliged  for  the  endow- 
ments of  youth  conferred  on  him  by  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky,  but  was  sorry  that  it  was  all 
prophecy.  The  sere  and  yellow  leaf  was  fast 
coming  over  him;  but  he  hoped  that  he,  who  had 
bestowed  youth  on  him,  would  long  enjoy  his 
own  green  old  age,  and  continue,  os  a  father  and 


a  patriarch,  to  guide  that  body  with  his  good  ad- 
vice.   

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  felt  proud  of^e  paternal 
character  conferred  upon  him;  and  with  its  au- 
thority, he  had  no  doubt  but  that,  in  the  course 
of  lime,  he  would  be  able  to  make  something  of 
the  donor;  but,  not  wishing  for  present  rivalry, 
he  would  leave  to  that  gentleman  the  last  word. 

Mr.  BU'CHANAN.  As  it  was  the  first  ex- 
ample of  generosity  shown  by  the  patriarch  of 
Kentucky,  he  accepted  it,  and  gave  him  the  last 
word. 

Mr.  ARCHER  next  obtained  the  floor;  and, 
on  his  motion,  tlie  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuesday,  March  13, 1844. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  having  been  read  and 
approved, 

The  SPEAKER  announced  the  basiness  first 
in  order  to  be  the  resolution  in  relation  to  Rhods 
Island  affairs. 

PERSOK.\L  EXPLANATION. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  asked  the  indulgence  of  the 
House  to  make  an  explanation.  He  observed  a 
communication  purporting  to  come  from  the  cor- 
respondent of  the  Boston  Courier.  Who  that 
correspondent  was,  he  had  been  iinable  to  ascer- 
tain, add  as  he  could  not  therefore  call  upon  the 
individual  who  penned  the  falsehoods  contained 
in  the  article  he  referred  to,  for  a  correction  of 
those  falsehoods,  he  desired  permission  of  the 
House  to  do  himself  justice.  Mr.  H.  read  the 
passage  which  he  complained  of,  and  which  rep- 
resented him  as  advocating  a  reduction  of  the 
allowance  given  to  the  pages  of  the  House,  and 
indulged  in  a  good  deal  of  sarcasm  in  relation  to 
that  subject. 

Mr.  H.  denied  that  he  had  said  a  single  word 
upon  the  subject  of  the  pay  allowed  to  the  pages; 
and  why  this  anonymods  correspondent  had 
thought  fit  to  pour  out  upon  him  the  vials  of  his 
wrath,  he  could  not  conceive, 
.Air.  HUDSON  asked  leave  to  introduce  a  res- 
olution granting  the  upe  of  the  Hall  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  the  Congressional  Temper- 
ance Society;  but  objections  being  made  to  its 
reception, 

Mr.  HARDIN  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rule* 
in  order  that  it  might  be  received. 

The  motion  was  not  concurred  in. 

■RHODE  ISLAND  HBMORtAL. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  order  of  the  day; -being  the  resolution  em- 
powering the  select  committee  on  the  memorial  of 
twenty-six  members  of  the  Rhode  Island  Legis- 
lature to  send  for  persons  and  papers. 

Mr.  POTTER,  of  Rhode  Island,  being  entitled 
to  the  floor,  addressed  the  House  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  morning  hour,  in  opposition  to 
the  resolution. 

Mr.  P.  spoke  in  so  low  a  tone,  that  he  was  not 
distinctly  heard  by  the  reporters. 

Mr.  KENNEDY,  of  Indiana,  next  obtained 
the  floor;  but  the  morning  hour  having  expired, 
the  subject  went  over. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATIONS. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing communications: 

1.  A  letter  from  the  Postmaster  General, Com- 
municating an  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the 
House  of  the  26th  of  February  last,  in  relation 
to  the  New  York  city  post  office. 

3.  A  letter  from  the  Postmaster  General,  trans- 
mitting, in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  House 
of  the  22d  of  January  last,  *'  the  reasolis  and 
causes,  so  far  as  the  same  may  be  Renown  to  the 
Department,  of  the  frequent  failures  of  the  mail 
between  the  city  of  Washington  and  New  Or- 
leans." 

3.  A  letter  from  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  the  7th  instant,  directing  him  to  ascer- 
tain and  report  the  reasons  why  the  documents 
of  the  second  and  third  sessions  of  the  Twenty- 
Seventh  Congress  have  not  been  bound  and  dis- 
tributed according  to  kiw;  and  also,  whether  the 
Printers  of  the  last  Congress  have  received  com- 
pensation for  said  documents;  which  was  laid  on 
the  table. 
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PRINTING  OF  A  REPORT. 

Mr.  McKA  Y  hoped  the  Plouse  would  now  con- 
sent to  go  illo  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  with  a  view  of  acting  upon 
the  Military  Academy  bill. 

Mr.  KENNEDY, of^aryland.askeJ  thegen- 
tleman  from  North  Carolina  to  withdraw  his  mo- 
tion, that  he  might  hare  an  opportunity  to  report 
a  bill. 

-  Mr.  HARPER  rose  to  a  privileged  question. 
He  said  there  was  a  motion  pending  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  by  which  the  House  had  agreed  to 
print  the  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Patents, 
end  he  now  called  for  action  on  that  motion. 

Mr.  HARDIN  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  re- 
consider on  the  tilble;  but  he  withdrew  that  mo- 
tion, after  a  conversation,  in  which  Messrs. 
KROMGOOLE,HOPKINS,HAMLIN,HALE, 
SEYMOUR,  and  others,  took  part. 

Mr.  SEVERANCE  said  he  hoped  there  Would 
be  no  objection  to  print  three  thousand  extra 
copies.  He  thought  it  of  far  greater  importance 
to  the  country  at  large  than  almost  any  other. 

Mr.  HALE  demanded  the  previous  question, 
but  withdrew  it  for  a  moment,  to  allow 

Mr.  WELLER  an  opportunity  to  state  the 
reasons  which  operated  with*  him  in  making  the 
motion  for  reconsideration.  He  considered  the 
printing  of  an  extra  number  of  these  documents 
as  an  unnecessary  expenditure  of  money,  inas- 
much as  a  great  proportion  of  its  contents  consist- 
ed of  precisely  tne  same  matter  as  was  contained 
in  the  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Patents, 
which  was  published  last  year. 

Mr.  W.,  at  the  conclusion  of  his  remarks,  re- 
newed the  demand  for  the  previous  question,  in 
compliance  with  the  desire  of  Mr.  Hale. 

Mr.  HARPER  ofTered  a  paper,  which  he  de- 
sired should  be  read  by  the  Clerk. 

The  reading  being  objected  to, 

Mr.  WINTHROP  moved  that  the  paper  be 
read. 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that  it  could  not  be 
read,  as  objection  was  lAade. 

Mr.  WINTHROP  called  the  attention  of  the 
Clmir  to  the  25ih  rule,  which  declares  that  when 
the  reading  of  a  paper  is  called  for,  and  is  objected 
to,  the  same  shall  be  determined  by  a  vote  of  the 
House. 

The  SPEAKER  remailced,  that  after  the  pre- 
vious question  had  been  called  for,  he  did  not 
consider  the  reading  of  a  paper  to  be  properly  in 
order. 

On  seconding  the  demand  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion, the  votes  were  counted  by  tellers,  (Messrs, 
Grinnell  and  Haralsom_,)  who  reported  eighty- 
seven  in  the  affirmative,  noes  not  counted. 

So  there  was  a  second. 

The  main  question — being  the  reconsideration 
of  the  vote  by  which  an  extra  number  of  copies 
of  the  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Patents  was 
ordered  to  be  printed — was  then  ordered;  and 
upon  this  question  the  yeas  and  nays  were  or- 
dered; and,  being  taken,  resulted — yeas  76,  nays 
99;  as  follows: 

Y  G AS— MKfliirf.  Adatns,  Atkinson,  Benton,  Edward  J. 
Bhlck,  Bower,  Dowtiii,  Boyd,  Jacob  Bnnlierhnir,  Aaron  V. 
Urowti,  Burke,  Burt,  Caldwell,  Caniplwll,  Keubeu  Chop- 
man,  Cbappell,  Clinton,  Cobb,  Cuiloni,  Onniel,  John  W. 
Davi*,  Dnwdon,  Dean,  Dromgnote,  Ficklin,  Fogtcr,  Byrani 
Green,  ilalp,  llarat«on,  lloge,  [iopkinfl,  tlouMnn,  llughp*, 
JnnifHlt.  llntit,  Jiiineson,  Cavp  Johnson,  Andrew  Johiiann, 
Gcorxe  VVV.  Jones,  Antlrew  Kennedy,  Labranche,  Leonard, 
Lucas,  Lumpkin,  McCnu«len,  Maelay,  McClelland,  Mc- 
'Clernaud.  Mct^oiinell,  McDowell,  McKay,  Moure,  Joseph 
Morrij,  Murpliy,  Payne,  Pellil,  Kafhbun,  David  9.  Beid, 
RiNlin;.  Uell'A,  Rli'-ti,  Biicer,  Rr,bert',  Si.  John,  Saunders, 
Simpson,  Slidell,  R(»bert  Smith,  Thomas  Smith,  Steenrr>d, 
Blile«,  Stone,  Taylor,  Thompjou,  TibbatU,  Tucker,  VVel- 
Icr.  nnd  Woodward — 76. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Abbott,  Andermn,  Ashe,  Baker,  B»r- 
rlni^rr,  ll.-irnard,  BlackweU,  Bossier,  Brodliend,  Jeremiah 
Brown, Milton  Urow.n,VVilli.itn  J.  Brown,  nnf!inKtnn,Cary, 
Carroll,  Catlln,  Cnusiii,  Chilton.  Clinch,  Clinj^nian,  Colla- 
llier,  Cranston.  Cross.  Dona,  Garrelt  Dai-is,  Richard  D.  Da- 
vis, Oeberry,  Dickey,  Dickinson,  Dillingham.  Dunlnp,  Pish, 
French,  Oldding,  VVillis  Grwn,  Grinnell,  Grider,  Hamlin, 
Hnrdiii,  Harper,  Henley,  Herrick,  Holmes,  Ilubbell,  Hud- 
son, lluni;crt'ord,  Woshiueton  Hunt,  Charles  J.  Ingersoli, 
Joseph  R.  Ingersoli,  Jeiik^,  Perlev  B.  Johnson,  John  P. 
Kennedy,  Daniel  P.  King,  Pre8lonl(ln|;,Kirkpatrick.  Lynn, 
Mcllvnine,  Marsh,  Edward  J.  Morris,  Morse,  Moseley, 
Newlon,  Panuenier,  Patterson,  Peyton,  Llisha  R.  Potter, 
Preston,  Purily,  Rayner.  Charles  M.  Used.  Robinson,  Rock- 
well, Kodney,  llnners,  Russell,  Sample,  Schenak,  Senter, 
Severance, Thomas  H.  Seymour,  Siinnns,  Caleb  U.  Smith, 
John  '!'.  Smith,  Stephens,  Steisoa,  Andrew  Stewart,  John 
Stewart,  i<umnieo<,  Sykes,  Tildeii,  Tyler,  Vance,  Vinton, 
Weuiwonb,  Wbeaion,  White,  Williams,  Winthrop,  and 
yosi— 9!». 

Mr.  GIODINQS  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the 


vote  of  yesterday  ordering  the  printing  of  twenty 
thousand  extra  copies  of  the  bill  and  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  demanded  the  previous 
question  on  this  motion;  which  being  seconded, 
and  the  main  question  ordered, 

Mr.  STEWART  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  being  ordered. 

The  main  question — being  on  the  reconsidera- 
tion of  the  vote  above  mentionech — was  taken,  and 
decided  in  the  negative — yeas  65,  nays  103;  as 
follows: 

YE  AS— -Messrs.  Abbott,  Adams,  Ashe,  Baker,  Barrtncer, 
Barnard,  Milton  Brown,  Jeremiah  Brown,  Bulflngton,  Car- 
roll, Caiisin,  Chilton,  Chnch,  Clingman,  Collaiuer,  Cran- 
ston, Garrett  Davis,  Deberry,  Dickey,  Dickinson,  Fish, 
Giddings,  Willis  Green,  Gririuell,  Grider,  Hardin,  Harper, 
WashiuGfon  Hunt,  James  B,  Hunt,  Joseph  R.  Ingersoli, 
Jenke,  Perley  B.  Johnson,  John  P.  Kennedy,  Daniel  P. 
King,  Mcllvnine,  Marsh ,  Edward  J.  Morris,  Moseley,  New- 
ton, Parmenler,  Pallerstin,  Peyton,  Elislta  R.  Potter,  Pres- 
ton, Rayner,  Charles  M.  Reed,  Rockwell,  Rodney,  Roiers, 
Sample,  Schenck,  Benter,  Severance,  Albert  Smith,  John 
T.  SmiUi,  Caleb  B,  Smith,  Stephens,  Andrew  Stewart, 
Summers,  Tildeo,  Tyler,  Vinton,  White,  Wintbrop,  and 
Yost— 65, 

NAYS— Messrs.  Anderson,  Atkinson,  Benton,  Edward  J. 
Black,  Bossier,  Bower,  Bnwiin,  Boyd,  Jacob  Brinkerhoff, 
Aaron  V.  Brown,  Burke,  Burt,  Caldwell,  Campbell,  Cary, 
Callin,  Reuben  Chapman,  Clinton,  Cobb,  Cross,  Dana, 
Daniel,  Richard  D.  Davij*.  John  W.  Davis,  Dawson,  Dean, 
Dtlllngliam,  Dromgoole,  Dnnlnp,  Elmer,  Ficklin,  French, 
Byram  Green,  Hnle,  Hamlin,  Hnratson,  Henley.  Herrick, 
Holmes,  Hoge,  Hopkins,  Hubard,  Uubbell,  Hughes,  Hun- 
gcrford,  Charles  J,  Ingersoli,  Jameson,  Cave  Johnson.  An- 
drew Johnson,  Andrew  Kennedy,  Preston  King,  Kirkpat- 
rick,  Labranche,  Leonard,  Lucas,  Lyon,  McCan^len,  Ma- 
clay,  McCIellaiiU,  Mc<;iernnnd,  McConncIl,  McDowell, 
McKay.  Moore,  J'tseph  Morris,  Miirphy,  Owen,  Payne, 
Peitii,  Emery  D.  Potter,  Pratt,  Pucdy,  Itaihbun,  David  S, 
Reid,  Redi6g,  Belle,  Rhetl,  Ri.ier,  Roberts,  Robinson, 
Russell,  Saunders,  Thomas  tl.  Seymour,  Simons,  Simpson, 
Slidell,  Thomas  Smith,  Robert  Smith,  Steenrod,  Stetson, 
John  Stewart,  Stone,  Sykes,  Tavlor,  Tbomtison,  Tibbatts, 
Tucker,  Weller,  Wentwnrtli,  VVheaton,  WtUiams,  Wood- 
ward, and  Joseph  A.  Wright— 103. 

MILITARY  ACADEMY. 

Mr.  McKAY  moved  to  suspend  the  rules,  to 
enable  the  House  to  go  into  the  Committee  of 
the  W<hole  on  ihe  state  of  the  Union,  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  up  the  bill  for  the  support  of 
the  Military  Acaoerny. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKAY,  the  House  then 
resolved  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Dromooole  in 
the  chair,)  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
Military  Academy;  the  question  being  on  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Hale,  providing  that  the 
academy  shall  be  abolished;  and  that  the  money 
heretofore  annually  appropriated  for  that  insti- 
tution shall  be  applied  to  the  military  education 
of  the  militia  and  volunteers  in' the  States. 

Mr.  HUNT,  of  New  York,  observed  that  the 
propositions  now  pending  before  the  committee 
were  so  diametrically  opposite  in  character  as  to 
impart  additional  interest  to  the  subject.  The 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  in  the  discharge 
of  the  duties  imposed  on  them  by  the  House, 
had  reported  a  bill  making  the  ordinary  appro- 
priations for  the  support  of  the  Military  Acad- 
emy; and  the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire 
haa  submitted  an  amendment  to  abolish  that  in- 
stitution altogether.  He  oflen  had  had  occasion, 
during  the  course  of  the  session,  to  admire  the 
zeal  displayed  by  bis  honorable  friend,  in  ex- 
posing, correcting,  and  reforming  all  the  abuses 
of  the  Government;  and  he  had  certainly  dis- 
played a  zeal  which  he  considered  highly  meri- 
torious. He  was  constrained,  however,  to  say, 
that  the  remedies  the  gentleman  sometimes  pro- 
posed to  heal  the  existing  defects  in  our  system 
of  government,  were  not  such  as  met  his  ap- 
proval and  he  trusted  would  not  be  approved  by 
the  House.  The  honorable  gentleman,  in  con- 
templating the  different  branches  of  expenditures 
of  the  Government,  looked  upon  them  as  nothing 
but  abuses,  and  saw  nothing  but  extravagance 
in  all  the  departments  of  the  Government,  civil, 
military,  and  judicial.  All  these  departments  he 
considered  as  going  wrong  for  half  a  century; 
and  beseemed  to  think  that  the  people  would  not 
be  able  to  maintain  their  system  <}f  government, 
unless  they  remodeled  it  entirely.  It  was  easy 
enough  to  proclaim  the  existence  of  abuses;  but 
his  honorable  friend  from  New  Hampshire  had 
failed,  thus  far,  to  suggest  any  practical  remedy 
for  the  abuses  he  had  discovereii. 

This  academy,  proposed  to  be  abolished  by  the 


gentleman  from  New  Hampshire,  was  an  insti- 
tution recommended  by  Washington  himself, 
whose  milftary  experience  was  regarded,  not  only 
in  this  country,  but  by  the  whole  world,  with 
the  highest  respect.  The  institution  was  estab- 
lished under  the  administration  of  Jefferson,  and 
every  Administration  since  has  considered  it  as 
a  valuable  part  of  the  peace  establishment.  There 
was  another  thing,  too,  not  to  be  passed  over; 
and  that  was,  that  every  military  man,  from  the 
time  of  Washington  down,  highly  approved  of 
this  institution,  and  conceded  its  necessity.  In 
discussing  the  subject  the  other  day,  the  gentle- 
man from  Hampshire  [Mr.  Hale]  and  a  gentle- 
man from  York,  not  now  in  his  seat,  alluded  to 
the  academy  as  an  institution  established  for  the 
benefit  of  a  favored  class,  who  were  educated 
there. 

It  had  been  intimated,  in  the  course  of  this  de- 
bate, that  the  Military  Academy  was  a  cKarit;^ 
school,  by  which  exclusive  advantages  were . 
given  to  a  few  over  the  great  mass;  but  this,  he 
said,  arose  in  misconception.  What  was  a  mili- 
tary cadet.'  When  appointed,  he  became  «t»  of- 
ficer of  the  Army,  anti  bound  himself  to  that  sei^ 
vice  for  a  number  of  years.  He  was,  in  some 
respects,  like  a  midshipman  in  our  Navy;  and  the 
question  was,  whether  the  officers  who  were  to 
command  our  Army  should  receive  a  fitting  edu- 
cation in  early  life,  when  the  mind  was  plastic, 
or  whether  there  should  be  appointed  uneducated 
men,  who,  to  acquire  the  ability  to  execute  their 
important  trust,  must  instruct  themselves  after 
their  appointment }  He  discussed  at  some  length 
the  propriety  and  the  necessity  of  giving  an  early 
military  training  to  our  military  officers,  and  then 
replied  to  sotaie  objections  which  bad  bieen  made 
to  this  institution. 

The  present  mode  of  appointing  the  cadets  from 
congressional  districts,  he  thought  the  best  (hat 
could  be  devised.  It  was  much  better  than  to  vest 
such  appointments  in  the  Executive,  in  whose 
hands  an  accumulation  of  patronage  might  bo 
productive  of  evil.  The  members  of  Congress, 
with  whom  the  appointments  now  rested,  would 
doubtless,  so  exercise  their  power  as  to  give  sat- 
isfaction to  their  constituents;  and  such  a  diffu- 
sion of  patronage  gave  to  every  section  of  the 
Union  a  due  share  of  appointments,  whereby  all 
extremes  were  brought  together.  He  read  a  tab- 
ular statement  of  youths  appointed  to  the  Mili- 
tary Academy,  to  show  the  classes  to  which  ihey 
belonged,  and  that  they  were  not  the  sons  of  the 
rich  and  the  powerful. 

What  was  the  object  of  anariny  in  lime  of 
peace?  It  was  to  keep  up  military  discipline. 
Ours  was  a  mere  skeleton  of  an  army,  insigniC- 
canl  indeed,  when  compared  with  the  standing 
armies  of  other  nations.  He  placed  great  reliance 
upon  the  militia  of  the  country;  but  it  was  neces- 
sary that  there  should  be  a  higher  degree  of  mil- 
itary science  than  could  possibly  be  possessed  by 
the  militia,  in  the  event  of  this  country  being,  by 
an  unfortunate  concurrence  of  events,  drawn  into 
a  war  with  a  foreign  nation.  When  abuses  were 
shown  to  exist  in'our  military  establishment,  he 
would  be  as  ready  as  any  one  to  apply  the  proper 
corrective;  but  his  information  and  personal  know- 
ledge led  him  to  form  an  opinion  highly  favor- 
able of  those  officers  of  the  service  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, who  had  received  their  military  educa- 
cation  at  West  Point  Academy.  He  was  not 
prepared  to  admit  that  the  officers  of  the  Army 
anti  Navy  were  overpaid,  as  some  gentleman 
seemed  inclined  to  suppose.  He  had  never  known 
an  instance  where  a  fortune  had  been  accumulateit 
by  an  officer  of  either  the  Army  or  Navy.  They, 
in  that  House,  were  representing  an  economical 
people  certainly;  but  he  did  not  believe  that  they 
ought,  therefore,  to  refuse  to  the  officers  in  tne 
public  service  such  allowance  as  was  necessary 
to  their  respectability.  The  maxim,  that  in  time 
of  peace  they  should  prepare  for  war,  had  become 
in  some  degree  obsolete;  but  he  believed  it  would 
be  conceded  by  all  that  they  should  always  main- 
tain such  an  establishment  as  would  have  a  ten- 
dency to  prevent  the  occurrence  of  war. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR,  of  Connecticut,  rose  and  ad- 
dressed the  committee  in  opposition  to  the  bill. 
The  Stale  of  Connecticut,  he  said— a  portion  of 
whose  citizens  he  had  the  honor  to  represent— 
had,  by  resolution,  requested  lierRepiesentative* 
not  only  to  vote  against  this  institution,  bat 
against  all  appropriations  for  its  coniiauance.  '■* 
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obedience  to  that  reqaeat,  be  embraced  this  op- 
portunitjr  to  address  a  lew  considerations  to  the 
coounittee. 

He  bad  noticed  that,  whenever  this  subject  had 
been  underdiscusaion, gentlemen  who  hatfspoken 
in  favor  of  this  institution  had  seen  St,  in  the  same 
breath,  to  detract  from  the  merits  of  the  militia 
of  the  country.  If  it  were  true,  as  had  been  more 
than  intimated,  that  they  were  undisciplined  and 
unprepared  fur  war,  it  was  because  of  the  unpar- 
donable neglect  of  Congress  itself.  For,  while 
.  they  could  not  find  in  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  Slates  a  single  para^rapti  authorizing  the 
esubllshment  of  any  such  institution  as  this  Mil- 
itary Academy  al  West  Point,  they  would  find 
abundant  authority  for  arming  and  disciplining 
the  militia — that  right  arm  of  their  national  de- 
fense. He  did  not  believe  that  there  should  be  a 
royal  highway  to  miliiary  knowledge.  The  most 
eminent  men  which  this  country  had  ever  pro- 
duced,  had  risen  from  comparative  obscurity,  and 
-  worked  out  their  own  education  by  industry  and 
perseverance. 

Sdr.^.  went  on  to  state  his  objections  to  the 
Miliiary  Academy;  that  it  had  become  an  insti- 
tution for  the  education  of  youn?  men  for  the 
civil  pursaiis  uf  life,  instead  of  being  what  its 
friends  claimed  for  it — a  school  for  the  Army. 
Now,  no  one  would  pretend  to  say  that  there  was- 
any  power  in  this  Government  to  educate  men 
for  the  duties  of  civil  life.  Mr.  S.  then  referred 
to  the  official  reports  of  the  War  Department, 
giving  the  number  of  annual  appointments  of  ca- 
dets, the  number  who  graduated,  the  number  who 
entered  into  the  Army,  the  number  of  annual  va- 
cancies in  the  Array,  &c.,  for  the  purpose  of 
showing  that  a  disproportionate  number  of  these 
cadets,  after  being  educated  at  the  public  expense, 
went  into  the  pursuits  of  civil  li<e.  He  also  re- 
ferred to  the  number  of  resignations  of  officers 
during  the  Florida  war,  when  their  services  were 
needed  by  the  country.  Mr.  S.  contended  that 
the  institution  was  unnecessary;  and  that,  if  it 
were  abolished,  the  Secretary  of  War  would  have 
numbers  of  applicants  to  fill  the  annual  vacancies 
in  the  Army,  as  well,  if  not  better,  qualified  for 
the  service  than  the  cadets  of  West  Point.  The 
Army  itself  he  considered  too  large,  and  by  re- 
ducing it  one  half,  he  would  lessen  the  number  of 
annual  vacancies.  He  saw  no  necessity  of  hav- 
ing companies  of  sixty  to  one  hundred  men  logar- 
.  rison  the  forts  on  the  Atlantic  sea-board.  He  was 
willing  thai  the  posts  on  the  great  highway  to 
Oregon  should  have  men  to  garrison  them,  but  he 
wanted  no  army  on  the  Atlantic  sea-board. 

He  had  another  reason  for  sayins  that  the  Mil- 
itary Academy  was  unnecessary.  He  would  have 
Ihe^cancies  in  the  commissioned  officers  of  the 
Army  filled  up  from  the  Army  itself.  How  was 
the  Army  constituted  now .'  An  anomaly  in  free 
Governments.  In  civil  life  the  offices  were  thrown 
open  to  the  industrious  and  meritorious;  from  the 
office  of  a  Justice  of  the  peace  to  a  judge  of  the 
Supreme  Court;  from  a  Governor  of  a  State  to 
President  of  the  United  States,  all  the  offices  were 
open  to  every  citizen  who  had  sufficient  merit  to 
fill  them;  but  in  the  AYmy  the  doors  were  closed 
to  promotion;  and  there  was  no  chance  whatever 
for  a  private  soldier  to  rise,  no  matter  what  his 
patriotism  and  abilities  might  be.  Now,  he  was 
for  having  the  officers  taken  from  the  ranks  of  the 
Army;  the  effect  of  which  would  be,  in  the  first 
place,  to  put  a  stop  to  desertion,  and  improve  the 
recruiting  service;  and,  in  the  second  place,  they 
would  have  what  ikey  never  had  before  under  the 
old  system — a  republican  army  in  name  and  deed, 
filled  up  with  worthy,  enterprising,  and  patriotic 
young  men.  Under  such  a  system  it  would  be 
found  that  some  of  the  best  young  men  in  the 
country  would  enter  the  ranks  as  private  soldiers 
with  this  prospect  of  promotion  before  them. 
Again,  aboii«h  this  Government  monopoly,  and 
it  would  be  found  that  the  military  institutions  of 
the  States  would  furnish  a  sufScient  number  of 
scientific  and  literary  young  men  who  would  be 
applicanis  for  tha  commissions  in  the  Army;  and 
lie  believed  that  there  were  such  institutions  in 
two  or  three  of  the  States  that  would  be  equal  to 
V/e«»  Point,  if  they  were  not  kept  down  in  con- 
sequence of  the  money  bestowed  by  the  Govern- 
iiieni  on  that  institution. 

He  was  not  disposed  to  detain  the  House  on 
this  subject.  He  would  not  have  said  anything 
ill  regard  to  it  in  cdvance  of  the  report  of  the 


Military  Committee,  but  would  have  wailed  till 
it  came  in,  had  it  not  been  for  the  instructions  of 
the  Legislature  of  his  Stale.  Being  so  instructed, 
he  feld  bound  to  oppose  this  appropriation;  and 
he  would  tell  the  House  that  if  he  and  tliose  who 
thought  with  him  failed  now,  they  would  not  de- 
spair. He  hoped  to  see  the  time  when  this  evil 
would  be  corrected.  In  the  State  he  came  from, 
the  opinions  he  expressed  were  not  confined  to 
one  party.  Hostility  to  this  institution  was  felt 
by  the  citizen  soldiers  of  all  parties,  who  were 
unanimous  in  that  feeling.    If  the  time  had  not 

Jet  arrived,  he  trusted  that  the  dav  was  not  far 
istant  when  the  people  would  put  the  seal  of  con- 
demnation upon  an  institution  so  much  at  war 
with  our  republican  system  of  Government. 

Mr.  HIINGERFORD  observed  that  he  only 
designed  to  occupy  the  attention  of  the  commit- 
tee for  a  few  moments;  and,  as  he  had  offered 
some  amendments  a  few  days  ago,  which  he  no  w 
intended  to  renew,  his  sole  object  was  to  bring 
them  to  the  notice  of  the  committee.  If  the  effect 
should  be  to  abolish  the  academy  altogether,  he 
should  be  better  satisfied.  He  had  referred  to  the 
Army  Register  for  the  expenses  of  this  establish- 
ment; and  he  would  take  the  occasion  to  observe 
that  the  way  in  which  that  document  was  made 
up  would  be  discreditable  to  a  school  boy.  He 
quoted  some  tabular  statements,  shov/ing  the 
arpounts  paid  to  the  various  officers  employed  at 
West  Point,  and  pther  items  of  expenditure,  and 
added  that,  instead  of  the  amount  stated  a  few 
days  since  as  the  sum  which  each  graduate  cost 
the  country,  it  amounted  to  $5,000, 

Mr,  J.  K.  INGERSOLL  proceeded  to  correct 
some  errors  into  which  gentlemen  had  fallen  who 
had  participated  in  this  debate,  and  he  did  so,  in 
many  respec6),on  the  authority  of  a  report'made 
by  Cfolonel  Totten.  The  horses  used  at  the  Mil- 
itary Academy  belonged  to  the  cavalry  of  the 
country,  and  occasioned  no  additional  expense, 
though  used  for  the  purposes  of  the  institution. 
He  defended  the  academy  generally,  and  said 
there  never  was  an  institution  which  had  gone 
through  such  an  ordeal  as  that  to  which  this  acad- 
emy had  been  exposed,  that  had  come  out  of  it 
better  in  any  respect.  The  New  Hampshire  reso- 
lutions in  relation  to  this  institution  were  founded 
in  error.  He  noticed  the  changes  in  the  law 
which  required  the  service  of  eight  years  in  the 
Army,  from  cadets,  and  pointed  out  the  gallant 
service  which  cadets  had  rendered  in  the  Florida 
war,  where  many  were  severely  wounded;  and 
those  that  fell',  fell  Roman  like,  with  their  wounds 
in  front  and  their  faces  to  the  foe.  He  afterwards 
corrected  some  errors  of  statements  respecting  the 
supernumerary  second  lieutenants,  who  now 
amounted  to  but  seventy. 

A  conversation  here  ensued  between  several 
gentlemen  on  this  point. 

Mr.  FISH,  however,  sustained  the  statement 
of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  on  the  au- 
thority of  the  Army  Register,  with  which  they 
had  been  just  supplied. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  proceeded;  and,  in 
relation  to  the  charge  that  no  person  oould  enter 
the  Army  as  an  officer  but  through  the  Military 
Academy,  he  called  upon  the  chairman  of  the 
Military  Committee, .who  had  investigated  that 
subject,  to  say  what  was  the  truth  on  that  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  HARALSON  read  a  list  of  the  officers  of 
various  grades,  by  which  it  appeared  that  one 
hundred  and  eight  officers  were  no  w  in  the  service 
who  had  nut  been  to  West  Point. 

Mr,  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  then  proceeded  to 
notice  some  remarks  made  a  few  days  since  by 

Mr.  J.  BRINKEnUOFF, 

Mr.  J.  BRINKERHOPF  explained. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  contended  that  there 
was  an  absolute  necessity  for  providing  a  class 
of  well-disciplined  and  well-instructed  persons, 
upon  whom  would  necessarily  devolve  the  duty 
of  commanding  the  militia  forces  in  case  of  war. 
Those  educated  at  the  Military  Academy  were 
well  qualified  for  this  duty,  as,  from  the  course 
of  instruction  they  received,  they  were  made  ac- 

3uainted  with  every  variety  of  service,  from  the 
uty  of  a  common  soldier  to  that  of  a  command- 
ing officer  of  the  Army. 

After  the  conclusion  of  Mr,  Ingersoll's  re- 
marks, the  committee   rose,  and  reported  that 
they  had,  as  yet,  come  to  no  resolution. 
'  The  House  then  adjourned. 


The  following  peiitiOM,  prcaented  to  day,  were  handed 
to  tlie  report«n<  by  the  meinberfl  preMiiilnx  tliciii ; 

By  Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa:  Tlieracmoriiiiofihe  Cnnncit 
and  House  of  Rupmsentativcs  of  the  Territory  of  Iowa, 
repre:<eiitin^  llmt,  at  tlie  prei^ciil  kcssIou  of  tlie  Le|;iH]ature 
of  that  Territory,  an  act  was  pna^cd  incorporatin«  I  lie  Mount 
Pleasant  Collegiate  ln>lilule,  al  the  town  of  Mount  Fleos- 
ont,  in  Henry  county,  and  praying  Ctmitress  to  gram  to  paid 
institute  such  donation  In  Oovernnient  land,  siiunte  in 
Iowa,  as,  ill  its  wisdom  and  liberality.  Congress  should  iliiulc 
proper,  not  to  exceed  one  township;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Comniilteo  on  Public  Lands. 

Also,  aiioUier  from  the  some  body,  representing  that,  at 
the  last  session  of  the  I,egislBtun!,an  act  was  pasted  incor- 
porating lli«  Iowa  City  College,  at  Iowa  city,  the  capital  of 
the  Territorj',  and  praying  Congress  to  grant  a  township  of 
land  ftir  the  endowment  of  said  institution  ;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Comnitttee  on  Public  Lands. 

By  Mr.  WENTWoaTII:  A  peUiion  from  St.  Charles 
and  vicinity,  signed  hyover  six  iiuiidred  persons,  for  a  mail 
route,  via  Uabcock's  Grove,  St.  Charles,  Sycnninre,  Cnl- 
tonville,  Jeir«*r.son  Grove,  and  Grand  de  Tour,  from  Chicago 
to  Albany,  on  the  Mississippi  river;  which  was  referred  to 
the  t^iiiliiittce  on  the  Post  Office  aird  PoM  Rinds, 

Also,  a  petitioa  from  Allnny  anil  vicinity,  for  the  tame, 
signed  by  rtver  two  hundred  ;  a  pptlttoii  from  eighty  persona 
in  Deerfield,  for  the  same ;  a  petition  from  Grand  do  Tour, 
for  ttie  same,  from  one  huAdred  persons  ;  a  petition  from 
0.*age,  for  the  same,  from  sixty  persons.  A  petition  from 
Charles  Gardner  and  sixty  others,  praying  for  such  aclianiie 
of  route  No.  4,219  03  will  take  the  inail  directly  from  Mt. 
LnoBurn,  via  Middleport.  to  Milford,  in  Iroquois  county; 
which  were  referred  as  above. 

Also,  ttip  pcUtion  of  widow  William  Billsland,  of  Win 
county,  for  a  peusiim  ;  wliich  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee nn  Invalid  Pensions. 

Also,  the  petition  of  William  Bennett,  of  Bt.  Charles,  ftir 
a  pension  ;  Which  was  referred  to  Uie  Comniltee  on  Uevo- 
lutionary  Pensions. 

Ily  Mr.  IICGIICS  :  Thememorialof  citizens  of  Herman, 
Missouri,  ill  favor  of  tlie  improvement  of  the  Missiouri  aoJ 
upper  Mississippi  rivers,  and  of  Ibe  protection  of  St.  Louis 
harbor. 

By  Mr.  KENNEDY,  of  Indiana:  Two  levenU  petitions 
of  G.  W.  Mc<;onnell,  Clark  Powers,  and  others,  citizensof 
Indiana  and  Ohio,  praying  the  e^lablishinentof  a  post  route 
fr<tm  Maufnee  ('ily  to  White  Pigeon  ;  which  were  referred 
tu  the  Couimlttee'on  the  Post  tJtIice  and  Post  Roads. 

By  Mr.  UAV18,  dflndiana:  The  memorial  of  William 
Fry  and  one  hundred  and  eighty-Hve  others,  ciiiEens  of 
Knox,  Daviess,  and  Green  counties,  Indiana,  asking  a  pitnt 
of  lands  to  complete  tiie  national  thoraughfare  connectiiiK 
the  lakes  and  the  Ohio  river  by  the  improvement  of  the  Wa- 
bash, 

Also,  the  memorial  of  Abraham  FryPnappand  two  hun- 
dred and  sixty  seven  others,  ciiiaeiis  of  sulllvau  county, 
Indiana,  upon  the  same  subject. 

By  Mr.  SENTEK  :  Tlie  petition  of  Mrs.  MartiM  Cannon, 
claiming  compem-aiion  for  properly  lostduring  the  last  war; 
wliich  was  referred  to  the  Cninmiltee  nn  Claims. 

Dy  Mr.  DIJNLAP:  A  petition  of  Samuel  Larrabee,  of 
Cumberland  county,  Maine,  for  a  pension,  iii  constderaUon 
of  services  rendered  aa  a  soldier  in  Uie  war  of  the  Bevola- 
tion  ;  which  was  referred  to  Ui«  Committee  uu  Ucvulutiou- 
ary  Pensions. 

By  Mr.  IIRODHFAD  ;  A  petition  signed  hysandry  citi- 
zens of  Wayne  county,  Pennsylvania,  praying  for  tlie  reform 
of  the  Post  Oifice  laws  and  the  abolition  of  the  I'Miikinn 
privilege ;  which  was  referred  to  Uic  Coiuiuilteu  on  tlw  Post 
Office  and  Post  Uoads. 

Ily  Mr.  SMITH,  of  nilnai(:  The  memorial  ofBniidnr 
citizens  of  Saint  Clair  coairty,  Illinois,  praying  Cotigrens 
to  make  liberal  appropriations  for  the  iiiiproveiiicnt  of  the 
Mississippi  river  and  us  tributaries,  and  the  harbor  of  St. 
Louis;  which  was  referred  to  theCnniniiuee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  to  which  was  referred  a  l>ill 
makinir  appropriations  for  these  objects. 

By  Mr.  SIMONS  :  The  uiemorinl  of  Mm.  Evelina  Porter, 
widow  of  the  late  Commodore  Porter,  for  nn  outfit  not  {taid 
him  as  mini!iter  ahrnail ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  Schuyler  Seeley,  and  two  hundred 
others,  ciUzens  of  Bridgeport,  Conneciicdt,  for  reduction 
of  postage  and  for  the  abolition  uf  tbo  fraiikiug  privilege  ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  ou  Uie  Post  OAtco 
and  Post  llnads. 

By  Mr.  DANA :  The  petition  of  one  hundred  aad  thirty 
citizens  of  Tompkins  county.  New  Vork,  praying  aid  to  iha 
Colony  of  Liberia ;  the  petition  of  fifty  ciliKeiis  of  Seneca 
county.  New  York  ;  and  tiin  pethion  of  forty-six  citizens  of 
Chemung  county.  New  York,  for  the  same  oliject;  wiiich 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affaira. 

AUo,  the  petition  of  seveuty-lise  citizens  of  Oostilc  and 
Perry,  in  Wyoming  county,  i^Tew  York,  praying  for  a  re- 
duction of  postage ;  which  was  referred  to  tlie  Coromitlee 
on  the  Post  OfRec  and  Post  Itoads. 

By  Mr.  CALDWELL:  The  petition  of  Randolph  Lawson,    . 
of  Cumberland  county,  Keutucky,  praying  for  a  peni>ion 
for  services  in  the  revolutionary  war;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Uevoliitionary  Pensions. 

By  Mr.  DUNLAP  :  The  petition  of  Smnuel  T,  WInslow, 
for  a  pension  as  an  iuvalid  soldier;  whtcb  was  referred  to 
the  Conmiittee  oa  iuvalid  Pensions, 


HottSG  or  REPRESBKTATtVES,  Mitrch  19,  IM4. 
Mr.  Editok  :  I  see  from  the  reported  proceedings  of  tlte 
House  yesterday.  In  your  paper,  that  General  Saundbbs 
is  nreada  to  say  that ''  the  Commitlee  on  the  Jutliciary  were 
ready  to  report  tke  hilt  bade  to  the  Houte  in  reiation  to  the 
eourt$  in  the  itvttrict  of  Ohio,  but  u-cre  pre centtd  from  doing 
so  hy  the  gentleman  tcAo  offered  the  reMotution^  who  osftM 
them  not  to  multe  a  report  on  it  lilt  hit  colleague  from  iha 
Cincinnati  dittrict  {Mr.  DuttOA  Nj  had  been  heard  &'e/ore  the 
committee."  Now,  sir,  I  made  no  such  stntemeiit  to,  or 
request  of,  said  committee,  or  any  member  of  it.  What  [ 
said  to  the  committoo  was,  nearly  ait  the  Ohio  delegation 
were  in  favor  of  tke  panea^e  of  the  biU,  and  dcrtrous  of  an 
immediiiie  reforifroiu  the  coenmiUee  ;  addiug  tiiat,  aiiould 
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my  colleague  from  tlie  Hamilton  district  [Dr.  Daifc&M]  np- 
pear  before  Die  coinmittoe  in  opposition  to  tli«  bill,  I  would 
take  it  very  kindly  on  ttie  part  of  the  committee  to  notify 
me  of  itie  time  ol'sucti  mectinir.  that  i  migbt  appear  un  Uie 
opposite  side,  and  in  support  of  tlie  bill. 

1  have  submitted  the  above  statement  to  General  Sacn- 
SERs,  who  authorizes  me  to  stale  that  the  above  is  sub- 
Btantiatly  correct ;  and  that  the  remarks  attributed  to  him 
in  the  Globe  are  incorrect. 

I  will  further  add,  that  I  appeared  before  the  cotnmitte* 
on  Friday  Iwt,  at  the  very  polite  invitation  of  my  cnlleapic, 
[Mr.  VlNTo:i.j  wlio  infoniied  me  that  our  colleague  Ironi 
the  Hamilton  district  fOr.  Ddkcan]  was  to  be  present  at 
hie  own  request  in  oppoeiiion  to  the  bill.  But  as  he  did  not 
appear,  1  inmiediately  left  tiie  comiuiKee-room.  1  never 
asked  the  committee  to  delay  their  report  to  give  my  friend 
from  Cincinnati  an  opportunity  to  be  heard  before  the  coro- 
Hiittee;  but,  on  the  contrary,  have  repeatedly  applied  to 
different  members  of  tlie  said  committee  to  report  at  their 
earliest  conveuience.  1  have  never  said  or  doue  anything 
to  retard  or  delay  the  action  of  the  committee,  but  always 
tbe  reverse. 

Knowing  the  great  interest  fell  on  this  mbjeet  by  my  Im- 
mediate constituents,  and  tlie  people  of  Ohio  generally,  I 
have  deemed  tlie  foregoing  correclions  and  statements  aa 
not  only  due  in  justice  to  myself,  but  to  them  also. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HEMAN  A.  HOOBE. 


IN  SENATE.     . 
Wednksdat,  Mardi  13,  1844. 

Mr'.  WHITE  preaenteii  a  petition  from  citi- 
zens reaiiiing  on  the  Upper  Wabash  country,  In- 
diana, praying  Congress  to  make  a  grant  of  land 
for  the  completion  of  the  Wabasli  and  Erie  canal 
to  the  Ohio  river;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  MOREHEAD  presetited  a  uetition  from 
a  respectable  number  of  citizens  of  Covington, 
Kentucky,  praying  Congress  to  make  an  appro- 
priation for  the  improvement  of  the  Maumee  bay 
and  river;  which  waa  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce. 

Mr.  STURGEON  presented  the  memorial  of 
James  Donuhoo,  and  others,  citizens  of  West- 
morelaitd  county,  Penitsylvania, for  a  pension  for 
aervieea  duririg  the  late  war;  which  waa  referred 
to  the  Comtniltee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  three  memorials 
from  diiferent  portions  of  Pennsylvania,  setting 
forth  the  extraordinary  results  of  the  tariff  of 
1842,  and  its  effects  in  reviving  the  business  and 
trade  of  the  country;  and  asking  that  no  change 
may  be  made  in  that  law  until  experience  had 
demonstrated,  from  ascertained  facta,  that  a 
change  of  its  policy  was  necessary;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Also,  a  raemotial  from  the  Select  and  Common 
Council  of  Philadelphia,  in  iregard  to  the  ruinous 
condition  of  the  piers  at  Port  Penn,  in  the  river 
Delaware,  similar  to  others  which  had  been  pre- 
sented and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  B.,  this  was  also  referred 
to  that  committee;  and  be  expressed  a  hope  that 
the  chairman,  his  friend  from  Connecticut,  [Mr. 
HoxTiNCTOH,]  would  attend  to  the  prayer  of  the 
petitioners. 

Mr.  MILLER  presented  a  memorial  from 
George  A.  Summers,  and  other  journey  men  cord- 
wainers  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  setting  forth 
the  bad  effects  of  the  act  of  Congress  permitting 
the  labor  of  the  convicts  in  the  penitentiary  in  this 
Distrct  to  be  let  out  bjr  contract,  representing 
that  it  was  highly  injurious  to  their  business, 
.  and  praying  for  the  repeal  of  the  law;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

Mr.'BUCHANAN  presented  a  memorial  from 
a  number  of  citizens  of  Erie  county,  Pennsylva- 
nia,praying  for  an  appropriation  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  harbor  of  Erie. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  had,  on  more  than  one  occasion, 
expressed  liis  opinion  of  the  importance  of  tbe 
improvement  proposed, and  he  hoped  his  honor- 
able friend  from  Connecticut,  [Mr.  Hdntihgtoii,] 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  to 
which  committee  he  proposed  to  refer  the  memo- 
rial, would  give  his  attention  to  the  subject. 

The  memorial  was  referred  accordiogly. 

Mr.  B.  presented  a  memorial  from  James  J. 
Brownson,  and  numerous  citizens  of  western 
Pennsylvania,  representing  that, 

Having  with  deep  aqiietynnd  painful  emotions  okserved 
the  distraction  and  alienation  which  is  so  alarmingly  prev- 
alent throughout  the  greater  pan  of  our  beloved  country, 
especially  amotig  the  representatives  of  the  people,  who  are 
so  eiceediagly  broken  in  judgment,  and  tbe  aflUra  of  the 
nation  cannot  be  conducu-d  so  as  to  siuiain  iu  dignity  and 
pronots  its  best  interests ;  and  beinf  fully  couvisced  that 


the  neglect  to  recognize  the  law  of  God  as  the  only  basis  of 
all  human  legislation,  id  tlie  fontnl  source  of  these  evils  ;  the 
legitimate,  yet  bitter  fruits  growing  outof  tills  radical  defect 
in  the  instrument  which  ties  at  the  foundation  of  tliis  Re- 
public, and  is  regarded  as  "  the  suprme  law  of  the  land  ;*' 
and  that  God  in  his  providence  is  eauMiiig  thede  *<  times  to 
pass  over  us,  to  let  Uiis  nation  know  that  tlie  Most  High 
rulelli  in  the  kingdoms  of  men ;"  (Dan.  iv.  9.'>,  25,)  and 
"  thai  all  people,  nations,  and  languages,  should  serve 
him."    (Dnn.  vii.  14.) 

We  Uiereforc  pray  you,  as  their  representative,  to  recom- 
mend to  the  people  of  these  United  States  an  alteration  iu 
the  Constitution,  enibmcing  the  following  amendments ; 

1.  A  clear  and  explicit  acknowledgement  of  the  Sover- 
eign of  the  Universe,  as  tlie  God  of  this  nation. 

H.  An  entire  and  avowed  submission  to  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  His  anointed.  (Psalms  ii.  1,)  who  is  Prince  of  lite 
kings  of  the  earth,  (Rev.  1.  .5.)  the  head  of  all  principality 
and  power,  (Col.  ii.  Iu,)  as  tlie  ruler  of  this  nation. 

3.  An  unreserved  reception  of  His  revealed  Will,  con- 
taining in  the  .Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New  Testament, 
as  thQ  law  rAaAHuusT,  by  which  all  theoHicersof  this  Re- 
public sliall  be  regulated ;  all  eoiiflietiiig  Estate  laws  being 
regarded  as  perfectly  null  and  void.  (Psalm  ii.  10 — 13.) 
"Be  wise  now,  therefore,  O  ye  kings!*'  AImi,  (Psalm xU. 
7 — 11,)  **  tile  law  of  tlic  Lord  is  perfect,"  kc. 

We  also  most  earnestty  and  tottmnhj  entreat  you,  aa  you 
regard  your  own.  and  the  best  interests  of  the  nation,  that 
you  rescind,  at  once  and  forever,  all  enactments  whereby 
a  violation  of  God's  law  isauthorlzed,  whether  hy  running 
the  mail  singe  on  liis  SabbaUi,  or  otiierwise  ;  for  "  righte- 
ousness exalteth  a  nation,  but  sin  is  a  reproach  to  ijny  peo- 
ple." (Prov.  xiv.  34.)  Seeatso  Ptsalm  xliv.  20,  where  the 
Divint;  displeasure  is  expressed  ;  and  Psalm  ix.  17,  where 
nations  that  forget  God  are  devoted  to  destruction.  Also, 
Jer.  V.  9,  where  God  has  denounced  his  drend  vengeance 
upon  all  the  nations  that  do  not  serve  and  obey  him  ;  and 
in  Kev.  xii.  11—31,  the  vengeance  is  represented  as  beinir 
executed,  the  battle  decisive,  tbe  nvcrtlirow  entire  and 
complete. 

With  these,  and  many  other  portions  of  in/alliUe  truth 
before  us ;  and  also  a  knowledge  of  the  many  and  grievous 
sins  with  which  this  nation  is  chargeable  in  the  sight  of 
God— it  is  ourdehberate  judgment  that  nothing  but  natiOHol 
repentance,  and  a  thorough  reformation  in  both  CouMtilu* 
tjoii  and  Administration, will  save  this  Itepuhlic  from  threat- 
ened and.  impending  ruin.  By  the  aiienatioa,  distr.iclion, 
pecuniary  embarrassments,  and  other  abounding  calnmities, 
God,  in  His  providence,  is  saying,  in  the  language  of  the 
prophet  Isaiah,  "  Come  now  and  let  us  reason  together.  If 
ye  be  willing,  and  obedient,  ye  sliall  eat  the  good  o(  the 
land  ;  but  if  ye  refuse,  and  rebel,  ye  shall  be  devoured  with 
the  sword,  for  the  muuth  of  the  Lord  taatb  spoken  it." 
Chapter  v.  18— 3J. 

Mr.  B.  said  the  memorial  was  signed  by  a  num- 
ber of  respectable  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  some 
of  whom  ne  was  personally  acquainted  with;  but 
as  there  was  no  committee  to  which  it  could  be 
appropriately^  refeired,  he  moved  that  it  be  re- 
ceivetl  and  laid  %n  the  table.     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  BAGBY  believed  that  the  course  with  such 
petitions  was  not  to  lay  tbe  petition  on  the  table; 
but  to  lay  the  motion  of  reception  on  tlie  table. 
All  of  that  description  had  been  so  disposed  of. 
He  thought  it  would  be  well  to  adhere  to  tbe  rule 
in  all  cases  of  the  kind. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  the  memorial  was  sim- 
ilar to  others  which  had  been  received  and  laid 
on  the  table.  He  bad  examined  it  with  care,  and 
there  was  nothing,  in  his  opinion,  in  it  which 
would  involve  it  in  the  rule  which  required  that 
the  motion  for  the  reception  of  certain  kinds  of 
petitions  should  be  laiti  on  the  table;  and  there 
waa  nothing  in  it,  be  was  confident,  to  which  his 
friend  from  Alabama  could  or  would  take  excep- 
tion. 

Mr.  BAGBY  was  understood  to  say  the  peti- 
tion was  the  offspring  .of  the  same  fanaticism 
which  the  rule  was  intended  to  reach. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  the  Senator  from  Ala- 
bama would  permit  him  to  say  that  he  was  under 
a  mistake.  There  waa  a  most  respectable  sect, 
which  he  believed  were  called  Covenanters,  who 
have  not  voted,  or  participated  in  tbe  political  af- 
fairs of  tbe  country,  because  it  waa  not  acknowl- 
edged in  the  constitution,  that  the  God  of  nature 
waa, the  God  of  tbia  people.  He  believed  that  the 
object  of  the  memorialists  (at  least  he  was  in- 
formed so)  was  to  have  the  recognition  of  that 
principle  in  the  Constitution  of  the  united  States. 

Mr.  BAGBY  made  some  remarks  not  heard 
in  the  reporters'  gallery.  The  subject  was  then 
dropped. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  presented  a  memorial  from 
Cass  and  Pulaski  counties,  Indiana,  for  a  mail 
route  from  Loiransport  to  Daniel  Wyands,  to 
Winimac,  Inndiana;  and  one  from  Charles  S. 
Tibbals  and  others,  citizens  of  the  counties  of 
Tippecanoe,  Stark,  and  Laporte,  for  a  mail  route 
from  Lafajrette,  by  Monticello,  Winimac,  North- 
bend,  to  Lafayette,  in  Indiana;  which  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  presented  a  memorial 
from  Clifton  R.  Thomaa  and  other  respectable 


gentlemen,  most  of  them  belonging  to  the  nrofe*. 
slon  of  the  law,  praying  that  Congren  will  lake 
some  sleps'to  publish,  in  a  condensed  form,  tli« 
decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court;  which  waa  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the 'Judiciary. 

Also,  the  petition  of  James  D.  Cobb,  praying 
to  be  restored  to  his  rank  in  the  Army  of  the 
United  States,  of  which  he  was  illegally  deprivad- 
which,  with  certain  accompanying  documents, 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs. 

REPORTS  PROM  COHMITTBES. 

Mr.  PORTER,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals,  reported  back  without  amendment, 
and  with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass,  the 
bill  authorizing  the  opening  of  a  canal  around 
the  falls  of  St.  Mary,  at  the  outlet  of  Lake  Supe- 
rior. 

Mr.  BARRCnV,  from  tbe  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  back,  without  amendment,  the 
joint  resolution  providing  for  the  return  of  tiddi- 
tional  items  in  the  commercial  statistics. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  be  printed* 

Mr.  HENDERSON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Naval  ASairs,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the  me- 
morial of  David  Myerle,  praying  compensttien 
for  services  and  sacrifices  in  promoting  the  rrowtk 
of  water-rotted  hemp;  which  waa  onleretfto  lie 
on  the  tabic,  and  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  were  dischai^d  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  memorial  of  the  ia- 
habitanla  of  the  Isic  of  Shoals,  in  the  State  of 
New  Hampshire,  praying  for  the  exieniioo  of 
fishing  bounties  to  open  boat«. 

Mr.  H.,  also,  moved  that  the  Committee  oa 
Commerce  be  discharged  from  the  farther  con- 
sideration of  sundry  petitions  of  citizens  of  Penn- 
sylvania, praying  uiat  tbe  law  which  authorizes 
the  taking  out  of  coasting  lipenses  be  so  amended 
as  to  exempt  canal  boats  engage<i  in  tbe  transpor- 
tation of  coal  from  its  provisions.  He  moved 
that  the  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury accompanying,  which  superseded  the  nccet- 
sity  of  a  report  from  the  committee,  be  printed. 

Th$  motion  waa  agreed  to. 

Mr.  EVANS,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
reported  back,  with  an  amendment,  the  bill  from 
the  House,  making  appropriation  for  the  pay- 
ment of  revolutionary  and  other  pensioners,  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  the  30th  June,  1845. 

The  bill  and  amendmenla  were  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  E.  also  reported,  from  the  same  committee, 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Adams  &  Co.; 
which  wiu  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  read- 
ing. # 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  tbe  Committee  on 
Finance  waa  diachar^d  from  the  further  consid- 
eration of  tbe  memorialof  citizens  of  Charleston, 
South  Carolina,  praying  for  an  appropriation  for 
the  preservation  anil  repair  of  the  custom-house 
there;  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  the  Committee  on 
Finance  waa  discharged  from  several  memorials, 
praying  for  a  drawback  on  exports  of  domestic 
distilled  spirits  from  foreign  molasses;  and  they 
were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  E.  also  reporlsd  back,  with  an  amend- 
ment, the  bill  to  amend  the  act  establiahing  branch 
mints. 

Mr.  EVANS  said  the  bill  waa  one  providing 
that  the  oath  or  affirmation  of  tbe  officers  of  tbe 
branch  minis  may  be  taken  before  any  judge  of  a 
superior  court,  or  court  of  record,  in  the  State 
where  such  mint  may  be  located.  The  amend- 
ment was  a  bubstitute  for  the  bill,  but  not  chang- 
ing its  object.  It  waa  necessary  that  it  should  be 
passed  immediately;  and,  on  his  motion,  the  pre- 
vious orders  of  the  day  were  postponed,  and  the 
bill  was  taken  up  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
The  amendment  of  the  committee  was  adopted; 
and  the  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  BREESE,from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  to  which  were.referred  the  peliliong 
of  Stephen  Steele  and  James  Daniel,  of  ihc  Stat* 
of  Alabama,  reported  a  bill  to  relinquish  the  re- 
versionary interest  of  the  United  Stales  to  certain 
Indian  reservations  in  the  State  of  Alabama; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  Beeond  read- 
ing. 
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Mr.  HAYWOOD, from  the  Committee  on  Na- 
Ttl  Aflairs,  made  an  advene  report  on  the  petition 
of  Robert  Ramsey,  formerly  a  aeaman  in  the  naval 
■erriee  of  the  Uiiited  States,  for  an  increaat  of 
pension;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table, 
and  be  printed. 

Mr.  BAYARD, from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  which  wtu  referred  the  petitions  of 
■undry  widows  and  other  persons,  prayinf  that 
the  pensions  heretofore  granted  out  of  the  Navy 
pension  fund,  as  well  as  under  the  act  of  March, 
I637,and  under  former  acta,  be  continueAlo  them, 
reported  a  bill  concerning  naval  pensions,  em- 
bracing two  daaaes  of  cases;  which  was  read,  and 
ordereS  to  a  second  reading,  and,  with  the  report 
•ecompanying  it,  ordered  to  be  printed. 
PKTITION  WITHDRAWN. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BUCHANAN,  leave  was 
granted  to  Withdraw  from  the  Ales  the  petition  of 
U.  T.  Byer,  praying  compensation  for  goods  de- 
poaited  in  the  customr-bouse at  Georgetown,  South 
Carolina,  which  were  taken  by  the  British  during 
the  war. 

BILL  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  on  leave.  Introduced  a  bill  to 
recognize  the  sale  of  public  lands  in  the  State  of 
Alabama  in  certain  eases;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 
8T.  LOUIS  HARBOR. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ATCHISON,  the  memorial  of 
citicens  of  St.  Louis  on  the  subject  of  improving 
the  navigation  of  the  western  rivers  and  the  har* 
bor  of  that  city,  waa  ordered  to  be  printed. 
RESOLUTIONS. 

Ou  motion  of  Mr.  CHOATE,  it  was 

tUttvtd,  Tbat  the  Commiuec  on  Cooimerce  be  In- 
ilnicied  to  iiHiaire  wlicther  iiny.  ^nd  what,  leginlaiian  li 
asceusry  on  lb«  •ubJectnrgoail<  iinporuil  into  ihn  Uuiiad 
Siaiea  in  SieiUsn  vumU. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PORTER,  it  was 
RtnUH,  That  the  SrtnUiTy  of  War  ke  iittewA  to  wnd 
10  On  SensM  Hm  nportor  reirartsinade  iii  ilw  VViir  U«pan- 
■■flit  the  prviwnt  seiMioii  ot'  Cuiisrcw ;  by  tliu  Uuited  Htatw 
aiiicml  agent  at  Lake  Superior. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  submitted  the  following  res- 
olution; which,  under  the  rule,  lies  one  day  on 
the  tablr: 

RooUti,  Tliat  the  CnmmiiWhiner  of  (he  General  Land 
Office  be  direrteii  (n  repi>rt  a  lijit  "fall  riaiini*  t'>  Innil  in  the 
Stale  of  Louisiana  whicb  have  been  hrrelnlore  refiurteilby 
IMy  ctunuiiA>i(M)rr  appoiiituU  by  liiw  tor  tUnl  purtiui.e,  and 
wliicb  luve  not  th'en  berelofore  eiHihriiieii  by  U'lmgreM,  but 
wtiicJi  rKiimiii  nubjert  to  ttieirfulttrf  iil-uiiii  ;  mid  in  mtikiiig 
laid  litft,  the  CommiiMionerorthe  Genera)  Land  Office  will 
set  TortJi  csiractii  of  no  much  of'  ibe  reporu  and  oiher  d«ie- 
ttiD«Hitf  In  lii*oAce  an  may  eihibit  to  the  steiinte  ilic  urigin 
tti  tbe  claiiuautV  deinand,  wbelber  it  wan  reciMiitiieiidiHl  to 
lie  conlfrmed  by  ConsrcM  or  not;  iiinl  it'  n*ponvd  upon  ad' 
vcrsely,  the  ground  of  objection  to  liie  claim* 

A    B.  DAVIS  AND  J.  BARTOW. 

The  adverse  reports  of  the  Committee  on  Na- 
val Affairs,  on  the  case  of  Alonzo  B.  Duvis,  and 
the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  the  case  of  Jonas 
Bartow,  were  taken  up,  and  concurred  in  by  the 
Senate. 

Some  bills  from  the  House  were  then  read 
twice,  and  appropriately  relurrrd;  and  lh(>  joint 
resolution  from  the  House,  tendering  the  thanks 
ofCongressto  tlie  British  authorities  at  Gibraltar, 
and  to  the  commanding  officer  find  crew  of  Her 
Majesty's  ship  Malabar,  waa  read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred to  tiie  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 
INDIAN  APPROPRIA'noN  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  consider,  as  in  Cnnimiitee  of  the  Whole, 
(he  bill  from  the  House  "  miiking appropriations 
for  the  current  and  contingent  expenses  of  (be 
Indian  dejiartment,  and  for  fulfilling  treaty  stipu- 
lations with  the  various  Indian  tribes,  for  the 
fiscal  year  commencing  on  the  Ist  day  of  July, 
1844,  and  ending  mi  thc30ih  tiny  of  June,  1845." 
The  question  pending  being  the  following  amend- 
ments, to  come  in  at  the  end  of  the  bill;  which 
having  been  read,  were  agreed  to: 

To inakenrad Iheiiilereat on invcsluienuin  Slate ntocka 
and  bonda  (or  Indian  triben,  not  yet  iiaid  by  the  tjtnlen,  to 
be  rulaibuned  out  uTUic  iBWrnl  wliea  collected,  #47,386  88. 
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For  rantoniing  a  white  boy,  by  the  name  of  Frank  Lee 
Witter,  I'roDi  ttoe  CamaiichM,  fiUO. 

For  expenaea  attending  ilie  hnlditig  a  treaty  with  the 
Caddnevand  other  wandering Iri ben,  under  the  act  of  March 
3,  1835,  to  b*  aadlted  aad  aeuled  by  the  proper  aerounling 
olBcen  of  the  departaieut,  In  addiiioH  tn  former  appropria. 
liooa,  #3,187  SO,  or  so  much  thereof  ai  uiay  be  neoeaiary. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVAN^,  the  bill  was  fur- 
ther amended  by  inserting  an  appropriation  of 
|SeO  for  the  ftilfillment  of  the  first  article  of  the 
treaty  with  the  Pawnees;  and  ftl,000  to  pay  two 
blacksmiths  and  assistants,  under  the  same  arti- 
cle of  treaty. 

Mr.  EVANS  moved  further  to  amend  the  bill 
by  striking  out  |20,060  from  the  claus»Rppropri- 
ated  for  postages,  rents,  stationery,  fuel  for  of- 
fices, and  other  contingencies  of  the  Indian  de- 
partment, and  for  transportation  and  incidental 
expenses,  and  to  insert  (36,500. 

Mr.  KINO  wished  to  know  what  necessity 
there  was  for  this  increase  } 

Mr.  EVANS  said  this  amendment  was  not 
providing  for  an  additional  grant,  but  only  re- 
storing the  original  estimate,  which  was  |36,500. 
How  $30,000  came  to  be  inserted  in  the  bill,  he 
knew  not;  but  supposed  from  a  communication 
before  him,  received  from  the  Commissioner,  that 
il  occurred  through  some  mistake  between  him 
and  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means.  The  refusal  to  pass  this  smendment 
would  occasion  much  embarrassment  to  the  Com- 
missioner. The  Committee  on  Finance  was  of 
opinion,  after  careful  investigation,  tbat  the  full 
estimate  should  be  granted. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to;  and  there  being 
no  further  proposition  to  amend  the  bill,  it  was 
reported  to  the  Senate,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading.  Subsequently,  it  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

FOX  AND  WISCONSIN  RIVERS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TALLMADQE  the  bill 
making  a  grant  of  land  to  aid  in  the  improvement 
of  (he  Fox  and  Wisconsin  rivers,  and  to  connect 
the  same  by  a  canal,  in  the  Territory  of  Wiscon- 
sin, was  taken  up  for  consideration,  the.  qnestion 
pending  being  on  (he  motion  of  Mr.  Allkh,  pro- 
viding that  the'bill  shall  be  of  iio  effect  until  ap- 
pmved  by  the  legislative  council  of  Wisconsin. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said,  that  inasmuch  as  the  re- 
marks in  explanation  of  this  amendment,  which 
he  offered  in  the  Senate  some  days  ago,  might 
not  be  fresh  in  the  minds  of  Senators,  he  would 
briefly  jrecapitulate  what  he  then  said. 

By  the  (liatribution  act,  there  was  a  certain 
amount  of  public  domain  to  be  ceded  lo  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Wisconsin  when  it  became  a  Stale.  In 
regard  to  the  act  itself,  he  had  observed  thai,  in 
the  discuHiiion  which  was  going  on  when  it  was 
before  the  Senaio,  there  was  a  diflVrence  of  opin- 
ion among  Senators  its  to  the  precise  construciion 
In  l>e  put  on  that  particular  clause;  some  suppos- 
ing that  it  was  an  absolute  cession  of  the  Innd  to 
the  Territory;  and  others  thalit  was  a  plod^eby 
the  Qovernnient  that  the  land  should  be  ceded  lo 
the  people  of  the  Territory  when  it  should  assume 
the  form  of  a  State,  and  be  admitted  into  the 
Union.  In  either  aspect,  the  principle  was  pre- 
cisely the  same,  whether  the  land  was  by  that  act 
actually  ceded,  or  only  pledged  to  be  ceded  to  the 
Territory  of  Wisconsin  when  it  should  become 
a  State.  The  present  population  of  that  Terri- 
tory had  the  same  interest  in  this  cession,  under 
either  construciion  of  the  act;  and  inasmuch  as 
an  amendment  was  adopted  to  the  bill  now  pend- 
ing, by  which  it  was  proposed  to  appropriate  a 
part  of  the  cession  made  \>j  the  distribution  act 
to  a  particular  object,  the  rigliu  and  interests  of 
the  Terrilory  were  materially  affected.  It  mi^ht, 
or  it  might  not  be  t^  the  interest  of  (he  people  of 
Wisconsin  that  this  bill  should  pass.  It  might 
be  deeply  prejudicial  to  their  interest;  because,  if 
the  bill  should  not  pass,  they  would,  ujinn  the 
Territory  becoming  a  State,  have  the  absolute, 
unconditional  disposal  of  this  half  million  acres 
of  public  domain,  for  any  object  of  public  utility 
that  (he  judgment  of  the  Slate  might  suggest. 
They  would  also  have  the  disposition  of  the  funds 


arisine  from  the  sale  of  the  domain  thus  ceded  to 
them  by  tKe  distribution  act.  But  if  the  bill  now 
pending  before  the  Senate  should  pass,  the  peo- 
pie  of  Wisconsin  would  be  deprived  of  more  than 
half  of  the  land  thus  ceded  them;  and  that  part 
of  the  liind  of  which  they  are  thus  deprived,  was 
to  be  taken  possession  of  by  the  Federal  Qovem- 
ment,  or  its  proceeds  retained,  or  to  be  applied  lo 
a  specific  abject;  and  tbat  a^lieatien  to  b«  made 
not  under  the  supervision  and  control  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Wisconsin,  but  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment. It  was,  therefore,  to  all  intents  and  par- 
poses,  a  limitation  on  the  grant  made  to  the  people 
of  Wisconsin  by  the  distribution  act.  It  waa  a 
limitation  upon  tbat  ground  prejudicial  to  the 
people  of  Wisconsin,  and  prejud  icial  to  the  terri- 
torial government — firs(,  in  regard  (o  the  object 
(o  which  the  land  was  to  be  applied;  and,  sec- 
ondly, as  to  the  agency  which  tnis  Government 
had  in  the  application  of  the  funds. 

Therefore, inasmuch  as  this  grant  wastoaflTeet 
positively  a  grant  in  which  the  Territory  of  Wis- 
consin was  interested,  be  deemed  it  proper  that 
the  organic  Legialatore  of  tbat  Territ(>ry  should 
be  consulted  before  the  act  took  effec(.  There  had 
been  a  grant  made.  One  party  could  not  effect  it. 
The  grant  under  the  distribution  act  was  com- 
plete. Either  government  had  a  pledge  that  the 
grant  shooM  be  madt,  and  on  the  part  of  the  Fed- 
eral Government  it  was  conclusive.  That  being 
the  case,  the  Federal  Government  had  no  right, 
whilst  the  distribution  act  existed,  to  modify  the 
grant  thus  made  to  the  Territory,  without  (h« 
consent  of  the  Territory. 

That  waa  the  ground  be  took;  and  for  that  rea- 
son it  was  he  had  offered  (he  amendment  that  (bis 
bill  should  not  take  effect  until  the  Icgisbitive  au- 
thorities of  Wisconsin  should  have  asaerted  their 
approbation  of  its  provisions, 

Mr.WOODBRIDGE  argued  that  it  would  be 
incorrect  and  in  opposition  lo  the  fundamental 
principles  bf  our  colonial  government  to  aasama 
4he  power  of  entering  into  any  contract  with  the 
Territory  of  Wisconsin.    Wisconsin  was,  on  its 

eart,  as  long  as  it  remained  a  Territory,  ineliei- 
le  to  become  a  party  to  auch  a  coiilract.  The 
Federal  Government  stood  to  Wisconsin  in  the 
relation  of  a  guardian  to  a  ward;  and  in  that  re« 
lation  no  contract  could  be  made  between  them. 
The  proposed  amendment  would  have  the  effect 
of  defeating  the  great  object  in  view — that  of  con- 
nrclinsri  by  water-way,  ihe  lakes  with  the  Mis- 
sissippi, and  of  doing  away  with  the  advantage* 
which  would  arise  from  Ihe  increased  value  of 
the  lands  by  such  work,  the  facility  it  would  af- 
ford to  the  transportation  of  munitions  of  war, 
and  the  concentrating  of  troops  at  any  certain 
point  without  lose  of  time  in  case  of  emergency. 

Mr.  ALLEN.  What  was  the  Senator's  partic- 
ular objection  tn  (lie  amendment? 

Mr.  WOOOBRIDGE  objected  to  the  amend- 
ment on  the  grounil  of  the  delay;  and  further,  on 
the  ground  of  incapacity  of  the  Wisconsin  Legis- 
lature to  judge  or  decide  on  the  matter  impartially 
They  were  located  altogether  on  the  south  side 
o(  the  Territory;  and  would  come  to  the  consider- 
ation of  the  question  with  local  prejudices,  which 
would  lead  each  one  to  look  to  his  own  interests 
in  preference  U)  (he  national  good. 

Mr.  ALLEN  believed  the  objection  to  delay 
arose  from  a  knoa-ledge  that  Vviaconsin  Wjould 
soon  become  a  Slate,  and  throw  up  the  paternal 
guardianship  now  forced  upon  her.  He  had  n 
presentment  that  more  than  two  months  would 
not  ela|>ae  before  we  would  be  called  on  to  hail 
the  advent  of  this  Territory  into  the  body  of  the 
Union  as  a  sister  Slate.  He  could  not  agree  with 
the  reasons  advanced  by  the  Senator  from  Michi- 
gan, tbat  the  legislative  officers  of  Wiscoiwin 
were  incapable  of  judging  the  question.  He  be- 
lieved them  to  have  as  much  capacity  as  any  other 
set  of  men,  in  or  out  of  the  Territory.  Aa  to 
their  described  helpless  state  of  orphanage,  he 
did  not  think  that  the  gndfathership  of  the  Sena- 
tor from  Michigan  would  at  all  benefit  them.  He 
did  not  believe  that  the  principle  of  calling  in  for- 
eign aid  to  legislate  for  local  purposes,  merely  on 
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the  ground  of  locality  rendering  r«aidenta  incom- 
petent to  tegialate  for  themgelves,  would  ever  be 
tolerated  by  the  people  of  this  country.  The 
quesllon  whether  Wisconsin  had  power  to  take 
by  grant,  required  no  discussion.  Whether  she 
bad  or  not,  Congress  should  be  the  best  judge, 
and  moat  liare  known  it  when  she  made  the  grant 
by  the  distribution  act,  and  Wisconsin  accepted 
it.  After  maki;ig  that  grant,  the  attempt  was 
now  made  to  mnilify  it  by  this  bill;  and  that,  he 
contended,  could  not  be  fairly  done.  A  delay  of 
»\%  or  eight  months  could  not  injuriously  affect 
the  measure,  and  by  that  time  the  decision  of 
the  Legislature  of  Wisconsin  would  be  known. 
ShoultT  his  proposition  fail,  he,  for  one,  would 
resist  the  paasace  of  the  bill  to  the  last. 

Mr.  BRBfiSE,  knowing  the  great  benefits  that 
would  accrue  to  Government  ^om  the  carrying 
out  of  the  works  proposed  by  this  bill,  was  will- 
ing to  give  it,  at  first,  his  unqualified  support; 
but  since  the  addition  to  the  bill  of  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina,  he 
thought  it  would  be  wrong  to  press  the  matter, 
wilboutlettingthe  legislature  of  Wisconsin  have 
■ome  voice  in  it. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGB  regretted  that  the  Sena- 
tor from  Ohio  should  have  so  far  mistaken  him. 
He  meant  not  (o  east  the  slightest  imputation  on 
theeharaeter  of  the  people  of  Wiaconam;  far  from 
it.  He  belieTed  them  to  be  possessed  of  as  much 
intelligence  and  as  much  moral  excellence  as  any 
other  body  of  our  fellow-citizens;  but  what  he 
advanced  waa,  that,  from  their  being  located  in 
one  eorner  of  an  extensive  territory,  their  local 
prejudices  micht  blind  them  to  the  general  good. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  said  he  did  not  perfectly 
understand  the  question. 

Mr.  ALLEN  explained  the  nature  of  his 
amendment,  as  well  as  that  of  the  Senator  from 
North  Carolina. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  supported  the  views 
taken  by  the  Senator  from  Michigan.  He  thought 
the  Territory  would,  in  the  end,  feel  obliged  to 
us  for  speedy  action,  and  carrying  nut  the  great 
improvement  proposed  by  the  bill.  He  doubled, 
on  reviewing  the  circumstances,  whether  the  Ter- 
ritory had  any  title  to  the  five  hundred  thousand 
acres  promised  by  the  distribution  act;  if  she  had 
any,  it  was  a  cold,  barren,  sterile  title;  for  the 
conditions  that  would  have  strengthened  that 
title  were  not  fulfilled.  He  was  willin?  to  give 
the  most  liberal  donations  of  public  lands  for 
western  improvements;  and  if  such  waa  sought 
now,  he  would  be  the  first  to  vote  for  it.  He 
thought  the  bill  should  pass  without  delay. 

Mr.  ALLEN  did  not  suppose  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  meant  to  say  that  Wisconsin  had  no 
title.  If  theconditions  had  not  been  fulfilled,  the 
fault  lay  with  Congress,  and  not  with  tlie'Terri- 
tory.  Congress  thought  proper  to  transcend  the 
nmitation  made  by  itself,  by  imposing  a  higher 
.duty  on  foreign  imports  than  twenty  per  cent.; 
and  for  this,  which  rendered  the  conditions  im- 
possible of  fulfillment,  the  Territory  could  not 
be  held  accountable.  The  claim,  he  contended, 
was  good  in  equity.  As  to  the  necessity  for  hur- 
rying on  the  bill,  he  knew  not  where  it  existed; 
for,  by  the  showing  of  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky, the  country  was  a  Imrren,  unpeopled  wil- 
derness; and  therefore  itcould  not  be  argued  that 
it  would  benefit  a  poor  and  laboring  population, 
oraffiird  advantages  in  the  way  of  carrying  the 
products  of  the  country  to  a  market.  He  had  no 
noalility  to  the  work,  but  would  vote  for  double 
the  appropriation  for  any  public  improvement; 
but  he  must  first  be  satisfied  that  it  was  bona/ule 
a  public  improvement. 

Mr.  PORTER  asked  that  the  amendment  be 
read. 

The  Secretary  read  the  amendment. 

Mr.  PORTER  referred  to  the  former  grant 
made  to  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  with  a  view 
of  showing  that  it  was  precisely  of  the  same  char- 
acter as  that  now  proposed.     He  also  referred  to 
the  several  grants  made  to  other  Slates,  and  ob- 
served that,  with  the  exception  of  these  grants  to 
Wisconsin,  it  was  only  in  the  single  instance  of 
a  grant  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  acres 
to  Ohio,  for  a  specifie purpose,  tliat  the  minimum  i 
principle  of  rating  alternate  sections  at  $2  50  per  I 
acre  had  been  adopted.     In  the  general  grants  to  ' 
other  Slal«s,  those  Slates  had  been  allowed  to  ; 
■elect  the  lands  for  themselves,  and  to  apply  them  , 
as  they  thought  best.  i 


Mr.  ATCHISON  asked  what  quantity  of  land 
would  be  granted  by  this  bill? 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  replid,  about  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty  thousand  acres.  He  said  an  ob- 
jection had  occurred  to  him,  suggested  by  the 
argument  of  the  Senator  from  Michigan,  which 
was,  that  if  delay  is  made  till  the  Legislative  Aa- 
sembly  of  Wisconsin  gives  its  answer,  the  most 
favorable  portion  of  the  land  will  be  entered  or 
occupied.  He  read  the  memorial  of  the  Legislative 
Assembly  of  the  Territory  on  the  subject  of  the 
proposed  improvement,  lie  was  saiinfied  the  act 
would  be  acceptable  to  the  Legislative  Assembly. 
He  moved  to  postftbne  the  further  consideration 
of  the  subject  till  to-morrow;  but,  at  the  request 
of  Mr.  Atcuisok,  subsequently  Withdrew  that 
motion. 

Mr.  ATCHISON  observed  that  there  was  evi- 
dently a  disposition  on  all  sides  of  the  Senate  to 
take  care  of  the  Territory,  and  to  be  liberal  to  it. 
He  wouldiofier  an  amendment,  to  recommit  the 
bill  with  inslruciions  to  add  a  proviso,  that  the 
grants  already  made  shall  not  be  considered  any 
portion  of  the  half  million  acres  granted  by  the 
distribution  act. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  suggested  a  mode  of  getting 
a  direct  vote  on  the  proposition  of  the  Senator 
from  Missouri.  He  wished  to  see  whether  it  was 
the  sense  of  the  Senate  to  superadd  this  grant  to 
that  made  by  the  distribution  act. 

Mr.  ATCHISON  withdrew  his  amendment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HAYWOOD,  the  bill  was 
then  laid  on  the  table  till  to-morrow. 

F.  A    KERR. 

Mr.  SEVIER  moved  to  take  up  Senate  bill 
No.  62. 

The  bill  was  accordingly  taken  up — being  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  F.  A.  Kerr.  It  was  considered 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  no  amend- 
ment being  oflTercd,  it  was  reported  back,  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed,,  and  read  a  third  lime. 

EXECUTIVE  SESSION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MOREHEAD,  the  Senate 
then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  executive 
business,  and  soon  after  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wedmcsdat,  March  13,  1844. 

Mr.  PARMENTER,  by  permission,  reported 
a  bill  from  the  Naval  Committee,  entitled  "A  bill 
limiting  the  numbter  of  officersof  the  Navy,  reg- 
uluting  the  coinpleineni  of  crews  of  ves8el8"of 
war,  and  for  other  purposes;"  whieh  was  read 
twice,  and  referred  to'tlic  Committee  of  ihe  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and,  together  with  a 
report  made  thereon,  was  ordered  to  be  printed 
to  the  amount  of  the  usual  number,  and  two  thou- 
sand five  hundred  extra  copies. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS,  from  the  Judiciary  Commit- 
tee, reported  back  a  bill  which  had  been  referred 
to  that  committee,  with  an  amendment;  which 
was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

DILL  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND,  pursuant  to  notice  here- 
tofore given,  asked  and  obtained  leave,  to  intro- 
duce aijill  granting  the  Great  Western  Railway 
Company  the  right  of  way  through  the  public 
land  of  the  United  Slates,  and  for  other  purposes. 
It  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Xjaiids. 

The  orders  of  the  day  were  then  called  for. 

Mr.  ADAMS  remarked  that  there  was  no 
quorum  present;  and,  therefore,  the  orders  of 
the  day  had  better  be  suspended  until  there  was 
a  House. 

Mr.  KENNEDY,  of  Indiana,  said  he  was  un- 
willing to  yield  longer,  if  the  time  thus  consumed 
was  to  come  out  of  the  hour  to  which  he  was 
entitled. 

THE  RHODE  ISLAND  MEMORIAL. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  the  order  of  the 
day  for  the  rooming  hour  to  oe  the  resoiutjpn  re- 
ported from  the  select  committee  on  the  memor- 
ial of  the  twenty-six  members  of  the  Rhode  Isl- 
and Legislature,  askingfor  that  committee  power 
to  send  for  persons  and  papers. 

Mr.  KENNEDY,  of  Indiana,  said  it  w«b  not 
bis  purpose  to  bringany  railing  accu.sation  against 
either  the  people  of  the  Slate  of  Rhode  Island  or 


her  authorities,  as  they  had  existed  in  that  State 
from  the  formation  of  thia  Union;  but  it  was  his 
purpose  to  speak  of  thia  matter  as  he  believed 
lioth  truth  and  justice  required.  He  waa  one  of 
those  who  believed  that  when'aubjecia  came  up 
in  which  questions  of  the  importance  of  that 
which  is  involved  in  this  controversy,  were  at 
issue,  it  was  the  duty  of  those  who  occupied  the 
responsible  stations  of  members  of  thia  House 
to  speak  openly  and  frankly;  and  it  wosnotgood 
policy  to  deal  with  them  in  a  mealy-moollitd 
way.  Whenever  questions  involving  righta  aa 
deep  as  he  conceived  the  righta  to  be  which  were 
involved  in  this  controversy,  came  up  before  an 
American  Congress,  it  became,  the  duly  of  aa 
American  Congressman  to  speak  of  then  aa  thejr 
are;  and  be  should  indulge  in  that  kind  of  lan- 
guage, without  any  intention  lo  injure  the  feel- 
ings of  miy  person  in  or  out  oT  the  House. 

The   question    now   before  the    House  vas, 
whether  the  select   committee    should   be  dla- 
charged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  me- 
morial which  had  been  referred  to  it;  and  this  waa 
made  to  involve  two  other  questions;  first,  as  to 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  House  in  this  matter;  and 
next,  as  lo  the  expediency  of  now  acting,  if  the 
House  had  jurisdiction.     He  must  be  permilird 
to  any  that  he  was  utterly  astonished  that  ihoae 
gentlemen  who  were  at  all  limes  avowedly  the 
champions  of  the  sacred  right  of  petition— a  ri^t 
which  was  on  no  occasion  to  be  violated— a  right 
which  should  ever  be  kept  uncontaminaled  and 
uncontrolled — a  right  which  involved  npt  only 
the  presentation,  but  the  reception  and  the  respect- 
ful consideration  of  |>ctltions — should  now  act  ao 
as  to  lead   him  lo  doubt  whether  they  were  In 
earnest  in  the  avowal  of  their  principles  on  tliat 
subject,  and  almost  to  conclude  that  they  wi-re 
making,  for  purposes  of  their  own,  n  humbngof 
thia  right  of  petition;  for  ihey  could  tmmple  upon 
it,  when  it  suited  their  purposes,  with  the  moat 
unUmited  freedom.     What  did  this  petition  em- 
brace? Whence  came  it .'  Itwassigiiedbydivets 
citizens  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island;  and  what 
did  it  set  forth  ?    It  set  forth  various  things; and 
whether  that  stoternenl  was  ime  or  false,  he  noet 
l>e  permitted  to  tell  gentlemen  that  it  would  not 
do  for  ihera  to  get  up  here  and  deny  iheexistencs 
of  the  facts  set  forth  in  that  petition;  for  when 
those  gentlemen  denied   the  jurisdiction  of  this 
House,   they  quietly  admitted  the  truth  of  ihe 
charges  there  set  forth.    And  it  was  a  settled 
principle,  that  when  individuals  were  charged 
with  crime  or  improper  conduct,  which  was  un- 
justly charged  upon  them, such  individuals  woold 
seek  an   investigation;  and   if,  then,  the  state- 
ments in  this  memorial  were  false,  the  gentlemen 
affected  by  them  should  be  the  first  to  seek  foraa 
investigation. 

What,  then,  did  this  memorial  say?  It  said, 
in  substance,  that  ever  since  the  American  Rev- 
olution— ever  since  the  struggle  of  our  fetheia  for 
the  independence  of  this  country — ever  since  the 
formation  of  the  Federal  Union,  the  people  of 
.Rhode  Island  have  been  governed  by  virtue  of  a 
charter  granted  by  King  Charles  II.;  and  that 
that  charier  denies  the  right  of  ihe  people  to  gov- 
ern themselves;  that  that  charter  placed  the  gov- 
erning power  in  the  hands  of  a  few  individuals, 
who  assumed  the  right  to  make  freemen,  instead 
of  freemen  exercising  the  right  to  make  their 
Governors.  It  wos  nllrged  that,  under  soch  » 
charter,  the  people  of  Rhodn  Island  have  been 
living;  but  that,  some  year  or  twoiigo,th';  peopta 
of  that  State  claimed  the  truth  of  "  ihot  abstrac- 
tion "of  Thomas  JcfTcrson,  which  was  sanclioned 
by  his  compeers,  which  acknowledged  the  right 
of  the  people  to  govern  themselves;  and,  in  a 
peaceable  and  proper  manner,  ihey  formed  a  re- 
publican constitution,  in  which  they  recognized 
the  sacred  principle  that  the  govemins  power  is 
based  on  the  will  of  the  governed.  This  **?"*; 
tulion  received  the  sanction  of  a  large  majority  « 
the  people  of  Rhode  Island;  and,  in  pursuance  of 
that  fundamental  law,  tiie  people  went  on  »no 
eslabhalied  a  republican  form  of  govemmcDl, 
which  before  they  had  not  had  under  the  charier 
of  Charles  U.  The  memorial  further  alleged  thai, 
after  they  had  taken  those  steps,  the  P"'''/ •'"t 
claimed  the  right  to  govern  the  ficople  of  Rhode 
Island  by  virtue  of  that  charter  resisted  the  exer- 
cise of  Ihe  rights  of  the  people,  and  in  that  they 
were  backed  by  the  Army  and  Navy  of  the  Oni 
ted  Slates;  that  the  Executive  of  thia  Union,  i»- 
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Mead  of  carrying  out,  as  far  as  in  him  lajr,  the 
right  Kuarentied  to  the  people  of  Rhode  iaiand, 
as  well  as  to  all  other  citizens  of  the  several  States 
of  this  Union  by  the  Federal  Constitution,  of 
being  secured,  in' a  republican  form  of  govern- 
ment, lent  his  aid  to  put  down  the  people,  to  de- 
stroy their  rights,  and  to  continue  a  government 
whose  powers  and  authority  were  derived  from 
the  charter  of  King  Charles.  This  was,  in  sub- 
stance, what  was  charged  in  this  petition;  and  it 
appeared  that,  by  virtue  of  the  overshadowing 
power  of  the  arm  of  this  Union,  the  people  of 
Rhode  Island  were  crushed  to  the  earth,  and  their 
eonstitotion  was  trampled  in  the  dust. 

Now,  was  this  true .'  If  it  were  not  true,  would 
gentlemen  skulk  from  an  invesiigation.  Would 
they  content  themselves  with  denying  the  right 
of  lorisdiction  of  this  House  ?  It  was  said  they 
had  jurisdiction  in  the  question  whether  there 
aboald  be  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 
They  had,  some  gentlemen  admitted,  jurisdiction 
over  that  question,  and  it  might  be  made  a  gov- 
erning principle  on  the  admission  of  a  new  Slate 
into  the  Union;  and  yet  they  bad  no  jurisdiction 
when  the  arm  of  this  Qovernment  was  raised  to 
crush  the  liberties  of  a  State,  though  acting  under 
a  Constitution  which  secured  a  republican  form 
of  government  to  ^very  State  of  this  Union.  But 
that  clause  of  the  Constitution  gave  them  jurisdic- 
tion, and  they  had  it  in  various  other  ways. 

Did  they  suppose  that  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try would  stand  by  and  see  the  strong  arm  of  this 
country,  brought  into  exercise  to  crush  the  "  ab- 
atraetion"of  Thomas  Jefferson?  They  had  heard 
it  declared  on  this  Boor  that  the  right  of  suffrage 
was  not  a  natural  right;  and  that  the  doctrine  of 
Thomas  Jefferson,  which  was  incorporated  in  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  was  a  "  mere  ab- 
straction, "which  might,  or  might  not,  be  reduced 
to  practice.  Now,  in  th»  West,  they  were  accus- 
tomed to  believe  that  their  fathers  meant  what 
they  said  when  they  asserted  thai  the  people  had 
the  power  and  the  ability  to  govern  themselves. 
One  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island,  however,  had 
said  that  one  great  objection  was  that  the  new 
charter  did  not  go  far  enough,  and  was  not  broad 
enough;  it  did  not  cover  the  J>lacks  as  well  as  the 
whites;  and,  therefore,  it  was  to  be  supposed  that 
if  it  had  covered  the  blacks,  and  if  they  had  been 
considered  as  part  of  the  people  of  Rhode  Island, 
they  should  not  have  heard  of  any  objection.  But 
he  drew  a  distinction;  and  the  man  who  should 
attempt  to  keep  the  free  citizens  of  this  country 
from  the  exercise  of  their  righis  by  attemptintr  to 
drag  within'  the  circle  of  the  American  people  a 
class  of  people  that  were  not  a  part  or  parcel  of 
them,  would  not  succeed  in  his  attempt.  If  there, 
was  any  well-settled  proposition  in  his  crefd — 
end  he  believed  hi-  was  a  JrfTeraonian  Democrat — 
it  was  this:  that  all  legislative,  executive,  or  other 
authority  of  this  Qovernment,  was  derived  from 
the  people. 

He  held  thai,  in  the  formation  of  nconslituiinn, 
the  people  made  a  fundamental  lawfand  that  law 
must  guide,  and  govern,  and  conirol  the  agents, 
whom  the  people  appointed  to  execute  their  will. 
But  one  gentleman  had  drnied  that  the  right  of 
suffrage  was  a  natural  right;  and  he  claimed  the 
rigbttoexerciseaulhnrity  under  the  charter  which 
had  so  long  governed  Rhode  Inland,  and  by  virtue 
of  which  had  been  <'Xercised  legislative,  judicial, 
and  executive  nuthnrity  there.  Was  that  the 
doctrine  of  the  Whii;  party  in  Rhode  Island.'  He 
should  like  to  know  if  ihoy  would  say  that  the 
people  should  be.Kiibjugated  and  made  slaves  or 
freemen,  as  the  chartered  authorities  should  say 
yes  or  no.'  It  wiu)  a  fundamental  principle  that 
mep  and  mind  must  govern,  and  not  property. 

In  connection  with  this  branch  of  the  subject, 
he  related  the  anecdote  tolil  of  Franklin,  who, 
with  biting  satire,  put  the  prnposilioii  thus:  If  a 
man  of  intelligence  were  not  entitled  to  a  vote, 
and  another  of  equal  iuuilligence,  possessing  an 
aa*i  were  allowed  to  vote  on  the  basis  of  his  right 
of  property  therein-<-did  the  man  vote,  or  the 
aas? 

Heeoatinaed  with  some  further  remarks  on  this 
branch  of  the  subject,  and  said  ihe  question  was, 
whether  they  shouW  sit  still  and  see  ths  Execu- 
tive of  the  United  States  exercise  the  i.ower  of 
this  Government  tn  violate  the  rights  of  the  peo- 
ple? He  took  it  that  theip  jurisdiction  was  per- 
fectly clear;  and  that  it  was  not  only  the  right, 
bat  the  duty  of  Congress  to  exercise  it.   He  knew 


it  had  been  said  that  Dorr,  and  those  who  con- 
tended with  him  for  the  rights  of  the  people  in  the 
Slate  of  Rhode  Island,  were  rufKans  and  vaga- 
bonds, whose  object  was  plunder;  but  this  had 
ever  been  said  of  men  who  were  the  advocates  of 
the  rights  of  the  people,  by  those  who  believed, 
or  affected  to  believe,  that  the  people  were  not 
fit  for  self-government.  The  same  party  justified 
martial  law  in  Rhode  Island,  while  they  de- 
nounced it  in  Louisiana,  when  proclaimed  by 
Qeneral  Jackson  for  the  salvation  of  the  country. 
He  had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the  charter 
authority  exercised  in  Rhode  Island  was  an  infa- 
mous usurpation;  and  the  only  question  which 
he  should  now  ask  was,  did  a  majority  of  the 
people  of  Rhode  Island  adopt  the  constitution  o  f 
which  they  had  heard  so  much  said  ?  If  that 
question  were  answered  in  the  affirmative,  he  did 
not  beaitate  to  say  that  it  was  now  the  funda- 
mental law  of  that  Stale,  and  that  Thomas  W. 
Dorr  was  now  its  riehtful  Governor. 

He  admired  the  character  of  Governor  Dorr. 
Where  was  he  now  ?  The  gentleman  had  taunt- 
ingly said  he  was  not  here.  Why  was  he  not 
here.'  Because  they  who  treat  the  right  of  self- 
government  OS  a  silljr  abstraction,  they  who  are 
mborinf  to  break  down  and  destroy  popular 
rights,  nad  brought  the  strong  arm  of  military 
power  to  bear  against  him.  Where  would  Wash- 
ington and  all  the  patriots  of  the  Revolution  have 
been,  if  some  overwhelming  ppwer  had  come  to 
the  aid  of  the  British  Government  during  the  glo- 
rious struggle  of  the  Revolution?  They  would 
have  been  exactly  where  Dorr  is  now — where 
every  patriot  must  expect  to  be  when  he  falls  into 
the  hands  of  those  who  claim,  by  the  |(race  of 
God,  the  right  to  trample  upon  the  liberties  of  the 
people. 

Me  desired  that  the  issue  should  now  be  made 
before  the  American  people,  between  those  who 
deny  the  right  of  the  people  to  govern  themselves, 
and  the  advocates  of  that  right.  He  wanted  to 
see  the  question  settled ,  whether  the  Declaration 
of  Independence  was  really  nothing  better  than  an 
abstraction.  I 

In  the  Slate  which  be  had  the  honor  in  part  to  t 
represent,  he  did  not  believe  there  was  a  man  who  i 
would  dare  to  stand  up  and  declare  to  the  people  I 
that  the  principles  put  forth  in  the  Declaration  of 
Independence  were  abstractions.  It  was  asserted 
that  the  people  had  no  right  to  change  their  form  i 
of  government;  If  so,  he  contended  that  no  Legis-  ' 
lature  could  have  the  power.  | 

'    The  State  of  Rhode  Island  fought  nobly  in  the 
revolutinnsry  struggle  of  this  country  for  liberty; 
but  il  appeared  it  was  only  for  the  purpose  of 
changing  masters,.    They  wanted  those  to  whom  ' 
Charles  11.  had  dulegaied  the  authority,  to  govern 
the  Siate,and  declared  that  the  DecUrutiiui  of  In-  ; 
dcfiendeiice  was  a  mere  abstraction.  He  held  that 
any  set  of  men,  whoever  they  migbtbe,  who  were  i 
willing  to  make  such  a  declnration  as  lliis,and  to  , 
maintain  that  the  people  had  no  right  to  govern 
themselves,  wciv  deserving  of  the  scorn  of  every 
man  who  recognized  the  right  and  capability  of 
the  people  for  self-government.  There  was  a  lime 
when  the  doctrine  of  the  capability  of  the  people 
for  self-government  was  doublid;  but  iliosi;  who 
had  cnnfidrnceiii  it,  succeeded  in  establishing  its 
practicability;  niid  he  held  that  man  tn  lie  nn  alien 
to  our  free  institutions,  wlin  declared  vtiat  the  ! 
people  were  incapable  of  self-government;  nay,  ' 
more,  he  lield  such  a  man  to  be  deserving  of  the 
execration  of  all  honest  men.    There  was  this 
distinction,  however:  even  those  who  were  tminp- 
liiiK  down  the  righis  of  the  people  In  Rhode  Isl-  . 
and,  though  they  denied  the  r'glit  of  the  people  . 
to  govern  themselves,  conceded  their  capa|^ility.   , 

As  far  as  the  power  of  the  House  to  inquire 
into  this  matter  was  concerned,  he  thought  they 
had  a  clear,  undoubted  power,    H«  believed  there  ; 
were  not  many  men  in  that  House,  who,  if  the 
facts  set  forth  in  tlie  memorial  were  true,  would 
be  willing  to  declare  that  this  House  had  not  tiie  I 
right  tn  inquire  into  the  matter  in  order  to  pre-  i 
vent  surb  evils  in  future.     He  was  well  aware  | 
that  he  might  be  denounced  as  an  agrarian,  a  lo- 
cofoco,  and  so  on;  he  cared  not  for  all  this;  he  i 
would  rather  be  dcnouriced  by  a  certain  class  of 
individuals  in  this  country,  than  praised.    It  had  [ 
been  the  case  evcrsince  human  liberty  had  strug- 
gled against  tyranny,   in  this  and   every  ether 
country,  that  individuals  who  coitlended  for  the  i 
rights  of  the  muss  were  denounced  as  agrarians.  ! 


Notwithstanding  all  this,  he  was  pre  pared  to  assert 
that  the  people  of  these  United  States  had  an  in- 
disputable right  to  alter,  amend,  or  change  tbeir 
form  of  government  as  they  choose. 

Mr.  C.  B.  SMITH  having  obtained  the  floor, 
asked  how  much  of  the  morning  hour  was  left  ? 

The  SPEAKER  answered  that  but  five  min- 
utea  were  left. 

Mr.  C.  B.  SMITH  then  moved  that  the  further 
consideration  of  the  subject  be  postponed  till  to- 
morrow; which  was  agreed  to. 

DISTRIBUTION  ACT. 

Mr.  McKAY  moved  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  to  eo  on  with  the  Military 
Academy  bill;  but  withdrew  his  motion  at  the  re> 
quest  of 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE,  who  asked  leave  to  report 
back,  from  the  Committee  of  'Ways  and  Means, 
the  bill  repealing  the  first  seven  sections  of  the 
distribution  act 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  could  only  be  done 
by  general  consent. 

Mr.  DA'VIS,  of  Indiana,  said  that,  if  the  gen* 
lleman  would  give  way,  he  would  move  to  sus- 
pend the  rules  for  a  few  moments,  to  allow  the 
reception  of  such  reports  from  the  standing  com- 
mittees as  would  nnt'give  rise  to  debate. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  then  (no  objection  being 
made)  reported  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  without  amendment,  the  bill  to  re- 
peal  the  first,  second,  third,  fourth,  fifth,  sixth, 
and  seventh  sections  of  the  act  for  .the  distribu- 
tion of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands,  approved  4th  September,  1841, 

The  SPEAKER  asked  the  gentleman  whatdia- 
position  he  proposed  to  make  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  said  that  the  bill  was  on 
its  third  reading,  and  he  proposed  that  the  ques- 
tion be  nut  nn  its  engrossment. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  to  refer  it  lo  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of  the  Union. 
This  was  a  bill  of  great  importance,  and  ought 
to  be  maturely  considered. 

Mr.  PA'VNE  could  see  no  reason  for  referring 
this  bill  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  as  the 
subject  had  been  most  fully  discussed,  not  only 
in  this  House,  but  throughout  the  country;  ana 
the  minds  of  the  people  were  fully  made  up  on 
it.  The  sections  of  the  act  which  the  bill  pro- 
posed to  repeal  were  not  now  in  force,  because 
the  duties,  under  the  last  tariff,  had  bcun  carried 
up  above  the  rates  which  authorized  distribution. 
This  bill  had  been  once  already  referred  to  the 
Commiilee  on  Public  Lands,  nnd  by  them  re- 
ported buck  to  the  Houxe,  after  being  ful)y  con- 
sidered by  them.  Il  was  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means;  and,  after  an 
ample  consideration,  was  again  reported  back  tn 
the  House.  After  this,,  there  surely  was  no  good 
reason  fur  referring  it  ion  commi  teesgain.  1  here 
coulJ  be'  nn  object  in  such  a  rclera^nce,  unless  for 
the  purpose  of  delay;  for  the  subject  had  been 
fully  discussed,  and  was  fully  understood,  nut 
only  by  ilic  House,  but  by  the  whole  country. 
Ill'  would  further  remark,  that  the  simple  prin- 
ciple of  distribution  was  repculud  in  this  bill,an«i 
that  it  did  not  touch  any  niher. 

Mr.  BARNARD  made  some  remarks  in  sup- 
port of  the  motion  to  refer  the  bill,  which  the 
reporter  did  tint  Uislinclly  hoar. 

Mr.  DRO.VIGOOLE  said  that  he  was  aston- 
ished at  llie  declaration  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  that  the  House  now  heard  of  this 
bill  for  the  first  lime. 

Mr.  BARNARD  explained  thst  he  meant  that 
the  bill  was  brought  up  for  the  first  time  to-day 
for  ciinsidemtioii. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  said  that  the  bill  had  l>een 
before  the  House  fur  consideration  previous  10 
to-day.  It  was  iiiiroduced,  on  leave,  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Alabama  [Mr.  Patnb]  on  the  4th  of 
January  lost,  when  it  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands;  wbo,  after  considering 
it,  reported  it  back  to  the  House.  It, was  theu 
recommitted  to  the  Cnmmittee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  who,  after  a  like  consideration,  luid  again 
reported  it  back..  The  gent^man,  therefore',  could 
not  suppose  the  bill  was  now  for  the  first  lime 
heard  uf,  unless  he  supposed  that  a  majority  of 
the  House  were  ignorant  of  its  proceedings,  and 
took  no  notice  of  itii  business.  The  geiiilemuu 
alluded  to  the  vast  numSer  of  new  members  wbo 
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iiod  not  heard  this  question  discussed.  Why,  it 
was  a  question  that  was  familiar,  not  ^nly  to  the 
members  of  the  House,  but  familiar  to  the  people. 
It  was  one  of  the  most  important  acts  of  the  extra 
cession  of  1841,  and  had  excited  the  deepest  at- 
tention throughout  the  country.  The  people  of 
the  United  Slates  were  ready,  and  had  been  ready, 
to  declare  their  sentiments  on  the  simple  question, 
whether  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands  should  be  distributed  amon^  the  States,  or 
remain  in  the  Treasury,  ta  assist  in  defraying  the 
expenses  of  the  Government,  and  to  that  extent 
render  increased  taxation  unnecessary.  This  was 
the  simple  qopslion  before  the  House;  and  the 
new  members,  coming  fresh  from  the  people, 
were  fully  possessed  of  their  senfiments  on  the 
subject,  and  were  as  much  prepared  to  act  on  it 
on  the  first  day  of  the  session  as  now.  The  bill 
■imply  proTided  that  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of 
the  public  lands  should  remain  in  the  Treasury, 
to  be  applied  to  the  support  of  the  GoTemmeni, 
instead  ot  being  doled  out  among  the  States  to 
■educe  and  corrupt  them.  That  portion  of  the  bill 
making  appropriations  of  lands  it  was  not  pro- 
posed to  touch ,  becaase  some  of  the  States  had 
received  the  quotas  proTided  for  them  by  it.  This 
being  the  Simple  question  before  the  House,  the 
Cfentienran  from  New  York,  and  every  other  mem- 
ber, was  as  read^  tn  vote  on  it,  as  he  would  be 
after  a  month's  discussion.  It  seemed,  therefore, 
that  the  reference  of  the  bill  would  answer  no 
other  purpose  than  delay,  and  contribute  io  the 
procrastination  of  the  business  of  the  House, 
and  lenethenins  of  the  session. 

Mr.  HARDIN  observed  that  this  question  of 
the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands  was  not  a  new  question,  to  be  sure; 
but  it  was  one  of  great  importance  to  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  people  of  the  Union;  and  they  were 
now  asked  to  act  upon  it  immediately,  without 
reference  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  of 
course  Ivithont  discussion.  Ami  why  was  it  pro- 
posed to  pass  thi^  bill  so  speedily?  Why,  be- 
cause, forsooth,  it  was  not  a  new  question,  and 
had  alreadybeen  fully  discussed.  Now, he  should 
Jike  to  know  if  the  election  bill, which  was  passed  a 
fcw  days  ago,  was  a  new  question  ?  He  should 
like  to  know  if  the  tBrifTbill,  reported  the  day  be- 
fore yesterday  by  the  Committee  of  Waj^s  and 
Means,  was  a  new  question;  and  why  it  was 
deemed  more  necessary  to  refer  these  bills  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  than  the  present  bill .' 
This  was  a  question  equally  as  important,  and 
was  as  much  worthy  of  discussion.  The  tariff 
bill  of  the' Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  was 
for  reducing  the  duties  ao  low  that  the  distribu- 
tion act  would  go  into  operation  again;  and  that 
he  supposed  was  the  reason  it  was  to  be  repealed. 
A  speedy  action  on  the  bill  was  very  desirable  to 
the  majority,  and  he  was  therefore  not  surprised 
that  there  was  a  disposition  to  suppress  all  debate 
dn  it.  The  bill,  he  supposed,  would  b;  passed 
under  the  operation  of  the  previous  question,  the 
minority  being  entirely  powerless  to  prevent  it; 
but  they  had  at  least  a  ri^ht  to  ask  that  their  sen- 
timents in  regard  to  it  might  be  spread- before  the 
American  people.  If  this  question  was  not  to  be 
discussed,  he  should  like  to  know  what  question 
was  ? — none  that  he  knew  of  waa  of  more  import- 
ance. He  supposed  that  the  next  thing  they  did 
would  be,  that  it  was  unnecessary  to  discuss  any 
questions  here;  and  that  the  majority  would  pass 
the  whole  batch  of  their  bids  without  any  discus- 
sion whatever. 

Mr.  BOWER  observed  that  he  had  as  little 
disposition  as  any  member  on  the  floor  lo  con- 
sume the  time  of  the  House;  and  it  had  been  a 
source  of  deep  mortification  to  him  to  sit  here  and 
witness  the  useless  debate  that  had  taken  place 
on  subjects  on  which  the  mind  of  every  individual 
in  the  community  was  made  up,  and  which  had 
been  continued,  not  only  for  days  but  for  weeks. 
Now,  as  to  the  subject  at  present  before  the 
House:  had  it  not  been  discussed  for  years  in  the 
House?  had  it  not  been  discussed  in  the  public 
papers?  and  had  it  not  been  discussed  on  the 
•tump?  Had  it  not,  at  one  time,  been  the  all- 
absorbing  question  among  both  parties?  For 
what  purpose  should  it  b«  discussed  now,  but  for 
delay,  and  to  protract  the  business  of  the  House  ? 
The  people  or  the  United  Ststes,  from  the  north 
to  the  south,  and  from  the  east  tp  the  west,  had 
turned  their  eyes  to  the  use|fsa  consumption  of 
the  time  of  tne  House  in  unnecessary  debai«. 


He  was  for  action,  instead  of  useless  discussion, 
consuming  the  time  and  money  of  the  nation.  He 
had  snt  there  listening  to  useless  debate  till  his 
patience  was  worn  out;  and  he  therefore  moved 
the  previous  question. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  entreated  the  gentleman 
to  withdraw  his  call  for  the  previous  question  for 
a  few  moments. 

Mr.  BOWER  assented,  on  condition  that  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois  would  renew  the  motion. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  observed  that  his  eoN 
league  had  evinced  a  great  degree  of  sensibility 
at  the  motion  before  the  House,  and  seemed  tn 
apprehend  that  the  subject  would  not  be  suffi- 
ciently discussed  and  understood  by  the  American 
people,  and  his  constituents,  if  the  question  on  it 
should  be  taken  then. 

Now,  he  respectfullr  begged  leave  to  differ 
ftotit  his  colleague,  ana  to  express  the  opinion 
that  it  had  ^^"  already  fully  discussed,  and  was 
well  understood,  by  the  people  of  Illinois  at  least, 
who  had  already  passed  their  judgment  on  it. 
This  question  had  been  one  of  the  favorite  themes 
got  up  to  enable  the  great  leader  of  the  Whig 
party  to  ride  into  power.  His  colleague  was 
aware  that  the  people  of  Illinois  had  passed  sen- 
tence of  condemnation  on  this  principle  of  distri- 
bution, and  that  they  rei^ard  it  as  a  bribe  offered 
to  seduce  them  from  their  principles.  They  had 
condemned  it  by  the  action  of  their  legislative 
bodies,  and  had  flirther  put  their  condemnation 
on  it  by  sending  here  a  large  majority  ofmembers 
op|<osed  to  it.  What  waa  the  character  of  this 
measure,  whieh  It  was  now  proposed  to  repeal  > 
Why,  it  was  to  jsfive  money  to  the  States  with 
one  hand,  and  take  double  the  amount  from  the 
people  with  the  other.  Thie  could  be  established 
by  mathematical  demonstration.  The  people  re- 
gaided  it  as  one  of  the  tricks  and  stratagems  of 
the  Whig  party  to  blind  their  judgments,  and  de- 
ceive them  in  the  exercise  of  theelmtive  franchise. 
They  regarded  it  as  a  political  hobby,  got  up  by 
a  desperate  party  to  retrieve  their  desperate  for- 
tuqes,  and  they  therefore  condemned  it.  In  reply 
to  the  assertion  that  this  was  a  new  question,  he 
Would  say,  that  the  bill  before  them  was  intro- 
duced on  the  4ih  of  January,  and  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  of  which  he  was 
a  member;  and  if  it  were  proper  to  allude  tn  the 
action  of  that  committee,  he  might  say  that  a  ma- 
jority of  them  gave  it  their  sanction.  It  was  then 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
and  the  result  of  their  action  was  the  report  of 
to-day,  passing  a  like  cemure  on  the  principle  of 
distribution^  Thus  the  appropriate  committees  of 
the  House  had  put  the  seal  of  condemnation  upon 
it;  and  in  doing  so,  they  had  done  nothing  more 
than  copy  the  judgment  of  the  American  people. 

The  gentleman  intimated  .that  the  freedom  of 
debate  had  been  cut  off  by  the  majority  of  the 
House.  He  respectfully  differed  with  the  gen- 
tleman. It  was  known  to  the  country,  that  a' 
great  portion  of  the  time  of  the  House,  since  the 
commencement  of  the  session,  had  been  consumed 
in  idle  debate  on  the  Slst  rule,  and  some  other 
questions  equally  as  useless.  Where  was  the 
power  of  the  majority  when  these  debates  were 
permitted  ?  He  might  safely  compare  the  action 
of  the  majority  of  this  Congress  with  that  of  the 
last,  in  which  some  of  the  most  important  ques- 
tions were  hurried  through  without  allowing  an 
hour's  discussion.  '  Then  the  majority  exercised 
a  more  arbitrary  power  than  ever  had  been  wit- 
nessed on  that  floor,  and  subjected  the  minority 
to  a  more  unrelenting  despotism  than  was  ever 
known  in  a  legislative  body.  He  should  not  have 
made  these  remarks  had  they  not  been  called  forth 
by  the  language  of  his  colleague. 

Mr.  M.  concluded  by  renewing  the  motion  for 
the  previous  question. 

Some  conversation  ensued  between  Mr.  HAR- 
DIN, Mr.  WENTWORTH,  Mr.  DAVIS  of 
Kentucky,  Mr.  WBLLER,the  SPEAKER,  Mr. 
WINTHROP,  Mr.  RHETT,  and  oihera. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  called  for  telle™  on  second- 
ing the  demand  for  the  previous  question;  and 
Messrs.  DaLLcrand  Bukke  were  appointed;  and 
they  reported — ayes  76,  noes  68. 

So  there  was  a  second. 

Mr.  CARROLL  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table;  and  on  this  ho  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
whieh  were  ordered,  and  resulted — yeas  64,  nays 
110;  as  followi: 

YEAS— Messn.  Abbou,  Adams,  Aiho,  Baker,  Daninger, 


Baraanl,  Millon  Bmmi,  ieraaiali  Brown,  Bsahinaa,Gw. 
rnl).  Cnustn,  ChapiwHt  t^hiUon,CliticI),Cliafa»n  CollaiBu 
UraiiHlnii,  GarriiU  Davin,  IJi-borry,  DfilPtTDickRy  Uickia' 
siiii,  I-'Idli.Gidilniga,  WillU  Green, Glider,  H!ir(Un,'Hu(|.i)n 
Wnihingloii  Hunt,  Jovpli  R.  lnai-r»oll,lrviii,Jeiil»,p«rte» 
II.  Jnhnran,  John  P.  Keiiiwdir,  Daiut;;  P.  Kinf.  M^llnine 
Mnr^h,  Bdward  J.  Mitfrii,  Monie.  Mnwley,  Ne«tnri,  PaJ 
tentoil.  Peyton,  Elislia  R.  Puller,  Presloti,  Ramsey  Rock, 
well,  Rodney,  Rogers,  Sample,  Senier,  Severanec' Alteit 
SinlUi,  (;iileb  8.  SniilJi,  Andrew  Siciwtit,  8«niaeN,Tli<ia. 
lumn.  Tilden,  Tyler,  Vance,  VinIM,  WcUwnt,  Wluu, 
Winihrop,  nod  V\'illiiiiu  Wriglii— 64. 

NAYS— Messrs.  .-liiderioii,  Atkinnon,  Benton,  Bidlack  ' 
Jiimes  Black,  Btnckwell,  Boirer,  Bnwiin,  Hoyi),  Jtnb 
BrinkertHiff.  nrodheail.  tVilllam  J.  Bmwa,  Rnrkt,  ttn, 
Caldwell,  Cary,  Cntlin,  Reuben  Chapman.  CroH,  Culkm, 
Dnna,  Duitiel,  Uichard  U.  Davis.  Jiitin  W.  Daviii,  Daw  n 
Ueau^illinghain,  DriniigiKile.  Duncjn,  Duiil-ip.  Elli,  Q- 
mer,  rteklin,  French,  Byrnni  GnTeii,  Hale.  Hnmbn,  H»in- 
DHtU,  HaralMW,  tlaya,  Henler,  Uerrick,  Hop,  Ha|>klw, 
HiHuina,  llabiud,  liubbeil,  Hugliw,  U«a|eifml,ianMa  1. 
Hunt,  Cliarlea  J,  InyeriioU,  Jnnie^iun,  Cave  iobudOD,  An- 
drew  Jolin«nii, George  tV.  Jiinct,  Andrew  Kennedy,  PrMna 
King.  Kirltpnirrek,  Lat>ranclie,  Leonanl,  Lewiti,  Laeu, 
LiUmpkiu,  MeCau>lea,'Maebiy.  MtfClellaud,  MeCleiMa^ 
McUuaiie.ll,  McUawell,  iMeKay,  Moon.  JuH|ih  itmit, 
Murpliy.Oweu.Purnieiiler,  P.iyiie,  Petlit,  Emery  D.  Pcrnei, 
Ih-alt,  I'urdy,  Ralliliun, David  M.Keld,Redini,Beir<-,BJielt, 
Rilti'r,  Roberts,  Btibiiwnn,  BumMI,  Bt.  Jolin,  Saaailen, 
Thoiuu  H.  Seyiimur,  SIuhhm,  Slidell,Jabii  T.  Salik, 
Tlinnuia  Sniiili,  Steenrod,  Sieiisun,  Jolui  riiewait,  Sykei, 
Taylor,  Tlioinpwn,  Tibbalts,  Tucker,  Weller,  Wenlwonb, 
Wllcaton,  VVilllanis,  Joseph  A.  Wriglit,  and  Yaat-llO. 

So  the  bill  Was  not  laid  on  the  table. 

The  question  then  recurred,  "  Shall  the  main 
question  be  now  put?"  ■ 

Mr.  BARNARD  called  for  the  yeas  and  ntvi; 
and  ihcy  were  ordered,  aod  resulted — yeas  107, 
nays  75. 

So  the  main  question  was  ordered  lo  be  novput. 

The  question  then  being  upon  the  eiigrastment 
of  the  bill,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and, 
bcinj;  lakeu,  resulted — yeas  115,  nays  63,  at  &1- 
lows: 

YEA^— Meun.  Andenon,  Atkiinon,  Banuin,  BMIvk, 
Blackwell,  Bower,  tlowtin,  lloyd,  Jacob  Briiikerliolf,  Qnid- 
liead,  .^nron  V.  (Inkwn,  Willinni  J.  Brown,  Burke,  Bart, 
Caldwell,  Cailjn,  Realten  Chntimnn,  Clinton.  CoMi,  Cnw*, 
CalloB,  Uann,  Diiliiel,  Riebanl  D.  Davia,  Jobn  W.  Darii, 
Dawson.  Dr^ait,  Drouigoole,  Duncan,  Biinbip,  Ellis,  EJbmt, 
Pickliii,  Fo-ter,  FreniHi,  Byrniii  Green,  llnle,  Uaiuliii,Uaia' 
lliell,  Ilarnlson,  flays,  tienley,  flerrlrk,  Hnlaieii,  lla|e, 
IlopkiiM,  lloualun,  llubarri,  llnbbi-n,  Htt;tKs,  Huayr^vd, 
Janiea  B.  Hunt,  Charim  J.  InaerHill.Jatnesen.DanJibs- 
ano,  Andrew  Jolinaini,  Georgit  W.  Jones,  Andrew  Kennedy, 
Pre.-ton  Kins,.  Kirkiwliiek,  Latiranelie,  Leona/ll,  Lewti, 
l.wcai,  l.uinpkii),  Mcl.'an^Ien,  Maclay,  MrCIrlland,  Me- 
Cluniand,  McCoiinell,  McDowell,  McKay,  MnmT.iwepb 
Munis,  MiirpliV,  Uwen,  PamientPr,Vayne,  Pellil,  Eatery D. 
Poner,  Prau,  Pnrdy,  Rullibun ,  David  S-  Reid,  Reding,  Ri-ire, 
HIiHti  Riiier,  RolM-rts,  Robinson,  Rtwell,  Sl  Jnlin,  iSina- 
ders,  Tliomas  II.  Srymour,  Siinoiis,  Slidell,  John  T.  Snitli, 
Tnnnias  Biiiiih,  Robert  MniiUi,  Sieeimxl,  Stetson,  Joba 
Stewart,  Siileii.  Btone,  Sykea,  Tnvlnr.  TbonpMM,  Tib- 
baits,  Tucker,  VVeMer,  WeniworUi,  Whealon,  WUUau, 
JiHi'iill  A.  VVriiht,  and  Vust— 115. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Abbott,  Aihiins,  Ashe, Baker, Barrlarfi 
Barnard,  Mllion  Hrotvn,  Jer-miah  Brown,  DaHaftan.  Car- 
roll, Cansin,  Cbaiipell,  Uhilion,  CHneb,  ClingiMUi,  CalO- 
mer,  Cranslnn,  Garrett  Davis.  Debcrry,  Uellet,  Dickey, 
Dickinson,  Fi<l),  Gidilings,  Willis  Green,  Gnniicll,  Bardin, 
llndson,  VVashiiiglon  Hnnl.  Jnscph  R.  ln;er«nll,  Irrin, 
Jenks,  Pcrley  B.  Jobnsnn,  Jolin  P.  Kennedv,  Mcllnlnt, 
Marsb,  Eilwnrd  J.  Morris.  Morse,  Mo<el«y.  Newtoa,  f«- 
tersnn,  Peyton.  Elisha  R.  Poller.  Preston,  Baoisey,  Boek- 
well,  ROilriey,  Rogers,  Sample,  Scoter,  Severance,  Albert 
Smith,  t^aleb  0.  SiiiiUi.  Aiidn-w  Stewart,  Snmmera,  Tbo»- 
nsinn.l'yler,  Vance,  Vinum,  WeUiered,  VVhU*,  Wbaknh 
and  Williaui  Wright— «3. 

The  bill  being  thus  ordered  to  a  third  readiag, 

Mr.  STEWART,  of  Pennsylvania,  inquired 
whether  the  previous  question  would  prMode 
discussion  upon  the  passage  of  the  bill  ? 

The  SPEAKER  was  undcratood  to  reply  that 
the  previous  question  applied  only  to  the  engroi» 
ment  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  STEWART,  of  Pennaylvania,  said,  if 
the  question  was  open  to  discussion,  ss  it'bM 
been  unexpectedly  sprung  upon  the  House  this 
morning — (br  he  believed  it  had  only  bees  re- 
ported this  morning—— 

Mr.  DROMOOOLE  interposed  to  say  that  the 
bill  had  been  introduced  as  lonr  ago  as  tb*  be- 
ginning of  January,  and  had  been  committts, 
and  recommitted,  and  finally  reported  from  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  BARNARD  inquired  when  the  biH  *•■ 
referred  to  the  Commitiee  of  Waya  and  Meanst 
.  The  Clerk,  after  referring  to  the  printed  Ml> 
reported  that  the  bill  was  referred  to  that  com- 
mittee on  the  and  of  February. 

Mr.  BARNARD  was  goidj;  on  toobaervetbat 
there  had  never  been  the  slightest  discussion  re- 
specting it,  and  he  thought  it  highly  imprepef 
that  it  should  be  hurried  through  in  tbis  laanoen 
when  .  . 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  said,  without  adrntuag 
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the  propriety  of  the  Blluaron  of  the  gentleman,  if 
there  had  been  no  discuasion,  it  was  Decaase  gen- 
tlemen did  not  chnoae  to  diacuas  it. 

Mr.STEWART.ofPennayUania.Mid.whether 
then  had  been  discuasion  in  committee  or  not,  it 
was  certain  there  had  been  none  in  the  House.  It 
was  a  ritally  important  roeaaure;  more  important 
tliananybill  thatwaa  likely  tn  be  brought  forward 
this  session;  and  yet  this  bill  waa  to  be  hurried 
through  on  its  final  paaaage  on  the  same  dajr  on 
which  it  was  reporteu.underthe  previous  question, 
without  an  opportunity  of  sayings  word  upon  the 
subject;  without  even  a  report  from  the  committee 
explaining  the  reasons  upon  which  it  waa  founded. 
'Was  a  measure  of  tliia  kind  to  be  forced  through 
without  a  moment's  consideration,  and  without  a 
word  of  explaimtion?  The  measure  waa  too  im- 
portant to  the  people  of  this  country  to  pass  with- 
out some  examination.  The  proeeeaa  of  the  public 
lands  of  th  is  country  belonged  to  the  States  of  ih  is 
TJnion;  and  a  period  had  arrived  in  the  history  of 
thia  country  when,  by  mal-admini8tratiiin,a  state 
of  things  had  been  brought  about  which  had  in- 
volved the  States  of  this  Confederacy  in  debts 
ander  which  they  were  groaning.  Was  this  Oov- 
erooMnt  going  to  furnian  no  relief  to  the  Slates  ? 
Did  this  Government  owe  no  obligation  to  the 
States,  and  to  the  people  of  this  Union?  Were 
thay  to  sit  quietly  and  see  the  States  crashed  under 
the  weight  of  taxation;  to  see  their  character  dis- 
eraced;  to  see  repudiation  stalking  abroad  in  the 
rand,  while  this  House  posaesaed  the  power  of 
freeing  the  people  from  their  burdena  and  the 
tsountry  from  disgrace — a  dia^race  in  Vhlch  this 
government  waa  involved — without  affbrdingthat 
relief  which  it  was  in  their  power  to  afTord,  and 
-which  the  Slates  had  a  right  to  claim  at  their 
hands?  What  were  they  going  to  do  with  the 
surplus  revenue  which  they  would  derive  from 
the  existing  tariff?  If  they  did  not  give  to  the 
Slates  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands  to  which  they  were  entitled,  they  would  be 
driven  in  a  short  time  to  pass  another  law  for  the 
distribution  of  the  surplus  revenue;  for  that  tbey 
-woold  have  a  surplus,  and  a  lar^e  one,  at  the  end 
of  the  current  year,  was  perfectly  certain. 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had  re- 
ported a  tariff  bill,  and  for  what  purpose?  Why, 
they  alleged,  lo  increiise  the  revenues  beyond 
what  they  are  under  existing  Inws.  They  were 
not  content  with  a  revenue  of  }4U,000,000  a  year 
— the  rate  at  which  it  wis  now  pouring  into  tha 
Treasury — but,  in  the  face  of  this  fact,  they  bad 
introduced  a  bill  for  the  purpose  of  increasing  it. 
Now,  if  this  tariff  bill  was  to  have  the  effect  it 
waa  intended  to  have,  we  shall  have  more  money 
ta  distribute;  there  will  be  a  plethora  in  ibeTceaa- 
ury;  and  he  wanted  gentlemen  to  tell  him  what 
they  were  going  to  do  with  this  surplus  if  they 
did  not  intend  to  give  it  to  the  Slates.  I,et  him 
state  a  fact  to  the  House.  This  bill  was  intro- 
duced for  the  purpnae  of  increasing  the  revenue; 
and  it  brought  the  duties  back  to  what  they  were 
in  1840,  What  waa  the  revenue  then  ?  It  was 
113,350,000.  What  was  ihc  revenue  in  1841? 
The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
showed  that  they  wereft  14,UUO,00O;  and  this  year 
we  shall  have  |40,0OO,0UU.  And  yet  it  was  pro- 
posed to  reduce  (he  duties  one  half  to  increase  the 
revenne.  What  were  they  going  to  do  with  that 
revenue  if  they  would  not  distribute  it  among  the 
Slates: 

Mr.  DROMOOOLE  said,  pay  the  debts  of  the 
Whig  Congress  with  it. 

Mr.  STEWART,  of  Pennsylvania.  Yes, 
twenty  odd  millions  of  Whig  debt — a  debt  con- 
tracted under  the  administration  of  Martin  Van 
Buren,  and  which  he  contended  would  have  gone 
on  increasing  and  increasing,  if  the  Whigs  hod 
not  passed  the  tariff  act  of  184i2,  which  restored 
the  prosperity  of  the  country,  and  enabled  it  to 
meet  it.  It  was  the  fruits  of  Mr.  Van  Buren 's 
system  that  brought  thia  debt  on  the  country  ;and 
it  was  tlie  policy  of  the  Whi^  party  to  nay  it,  and 
would  pay  it.  Thia  tariff  bill  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  reduced  the  duties  on  an 
average  more  than  one  fourth,  and  reduced  them 
one  half  on  a  great  many  articles.  It  would  ex- 
tinguish the  fires  of -all  the  forges  in  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  What  would  be  its  general  re- 
sults ?  If  you  reduce  the  duties  jone  third ,  do  you 
not  reduce  the  revenue  one  third?  and  then  to 
make  up  that  reduction,  must  they  not  bring  into 
the  country  one  third  more  foreign  goods  ?  Now, 


what  sort  of  policy  was  this,  to  destroy  the  pro- 
tection to  American  artisans  for  the  sake  of  bring- 
ing British  goods  into  the  country  for  the  en- 
couragement of  British  manufactures? 

Mr.  McKAY  said  that  he  was  unwilling  to 
interrupt  anv  gentleman  in  the  course  of  his  re- 
marks; but  tiie  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  was 
taking  a  range  wholly  inadmissible.  The  tariff 
bill  was  not  now  underwdiscussion;  but  would  be 
brought  up  in  a  few  days,  when  the  gentlemsn 
would  have  anampis  opportunity  of  discussing  it. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  it  was  not  in  order 
for  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  to  discuss 
the  merits  of  the  tariff  bill,  which  was  not  then 
before  the  House. 

Mr.STEWART,ofPennsylvanis,insistedthst 
he  was  in  order;  that  he  was  referring  to  the  tariff 
bill  to  show  that  there  would  be  a  surplus  revenue, 
for  the  purpose  of  connecting  it  with  the  bill  before 
the  House.-  And  he  had  no  doubt  that  this  bill 
would  be  passed  without  discussion,  as  the  major- 
ity hod  the  power  to  do  so.  Why  not  paaa  the  tariff 
bill  aa  tbey  were  now  paaaing  the  bill  to  repeal  the 
distribution  act?  One  was  not  more  important  than 
the  other,  which  was  to  save  some  of  the  States 
from  bankruptcy.  If  this  bill  was  to  be  passed 
under  the  gsg  rule,  why  not  pass  the  tariff  bill  in 
the  same  way  ?  Thia  tariff  bill  could  not  be  passed 
at  oU  if  suffered  to  be  discussed .  The  country  would 
see  that  it  was  to  encourage  foreign  manufacturers 
at  the  expense  of  our  own  mechanics.  He  would 
tell  gentlemen  how  was  tha  beat  way  to  paaa  it; 
and  that  waa  to  aend  it  to  the  British  Parliament, 
where  it  would  be  paased  by  acclamation.  He 
contended  that  he  hod  a  right  to  diacuaa  thia  ques- 
tion, and  discuss  it,  too,  in  connection  with  the 
subject  of  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands.  He  had  a  right  to  show 
its  effects  on  the  revenues  of  the  country,  and  how 
there  would  be  a  surplus  that  ought  to  be  distrib- 
uted among  the  States.  Let  him  remind  the 
House  of  another  fact.  The  tariff  bill  of  1833. 
was  introduced  precisely  like  the  present  one,  but 
for  a  diffj^rent  purpose.  The  bill  introduced  the 
other  day  was  for  the  purpose  of  improving  the 
revenue;  but  the  bill  of  1833  was  introduced  for 
the  purpose  of  leaaening  the  revenue,  when  there 
was  found  to  be  a  redundancy.  Now,  he  would 
lilce  to  know  how,  in  1832,  the  same  bill  was  to 
reduce  the  revenue  that  was  now  to  increase  it? 
It  must  be  evident  that  a  bill  to  reduce  duties 
would  reduce  revenue,  unless  the  importations 
were  increased ;  and  if  importations  were  increased 
it  would  be  to  the  injury  of  the  American  pro- 
ducer for  the  benefit  of  the  foreign  manufacturer. 

After  speaking  of  the  effects  of  the  reduction  of 
duties  on  various  articlea  of  American  manufac- 
tures, Mr.  S.  went  on  to  say  that  the  Houae  dare 
not  pass  this  tariff  bill,  if  a  diacuasion  waa  per- 
mitted on  it.  The  people  of  the  country  would 
proclaim  it  to  be  for  the  benefit  of  British  manu- 
factures to  theinjury  of  the  American  mechanica. 
He  would  go  further,  and  aay  that  it  would  be  to 
the  injury  of  the  American  farmer;  for  the  Bciiish 
importationa  that  would  come  in  would  be  agri- 
cultural prodneu,  worked  up  bjr  the  Britifh  me-  ' 
chanies.  He  contended  that  thia  was  a  British 
bill,  made  for  the  protection  of  Britiah  manufac- 
tures,and  not  for  the  benefit  of  American  industry. 

The  SPEAKER  called  Mr.  S.  to  order. 

Mr.  STEWART,  of  Pennsylvania.  Well,  he 
would  say  that  if  this  bill  should  be  passed,  what 
would  be  the  condition  of  the  indebted  Slates? 
Pennsylvania  had  a  debt  of  |4O,OOO,0U0.  How 
waa  she  to  pay  it,  if  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of 
the  public  lands  were  withheld  from  her?  To  pay 
it  she  must  resort  to  direct  taxation,  and  direct 
taxation  of  the  most  unmitigated  sort. 

He  went  on  to  show  what  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania would  be  entitled  to,  if  the  public  lands 
were  distributed ;  and  he  appealed  to  the  members 
from  the  indebted  States  to  come  to  his  aid  in  at- 
tempting to  defeat  thia  bill.  He  apoke  of  the  ad- 
vantages of  distribution  to  the  people,  and  of  the 
propriety  of  supporting  (his  Government  by 
duties  on  imports,  which,  if  paid  by  the  people, 
were  paid  voluntarily,  as  they  were  not  compelled 
to  purchase  luxuries  nolens  volens.  So  long  as 
the  land  revenue  waa  paid  into  theTreuury,  the 
tariff  would  be  unaettled;  for  there  were  constant 
fiuctuatiuns  in  the  receipts  from  that  source; 
and  hence  he  derived  another  argument  in  favor 
of  distribution,  which  had  received  the  advantages 
of  General  Jackson's  advocacy. 


He  was  proceeding  with  his  argvtnent,  when 
The  SPEAKER  announced  tha  expiration  of 
his  hour. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  next  obtained  the  floor,  and 
said  he  should  not  entertain  the  House  by  any 
argument  on  this  subject,  or  by  attempting  a 
reply  to  the  speech  which  the  House  had  just 
heard  from  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania. 
There  was  one  class  of  questions  which  presented 
themselves  to  the  eonsideratiou  of  this  Congress, 
which  he  would  not  discuss,  because  he  did  not 
feel  permitted  to  discuss  them;  and  this  was  one 
of  them,.  They  would  all  remember  that,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  last  Congress,  it  was  said 
by  a  distinguished  gentleman  at  the  other  end  of 
this  Capitol,  [Mr,  Clay] — a  eentleman  who  waa 
the  leader  of  the  party  to  which  (he  gentleman 
belonged  who  had  just  taken  his  seat — that  the 
minority  in  both  branches  of  Congress  were  con- 
demned culprits;  and  the  majority  then  assumed 
to  be  here  not  to  discuss  and  debate  certain  ques- 
tions concerning  the  interests  of  tha  country,  but 
to  execute  the  verdict  of  condemnation  which  the 
people  had  pronounced  upon  the  minority;  and 
the  majority  then  commenced  their  work — that 
sentiment  Iwing  here  responded  to  by  a  gentle- 
man from  Indiana,  now  no  longer  a  meimier  of 
this  body,  hs  himself  having  fallen  under  the 
"  second  sober  thou<(ht"  of  the  people,  and  bis 
place  been  worthty  filled  by  a  gentleman  belong- 
ing to  the  party  whicji  bad  been  stigmatiied  as 
condemned  criminal^.  It  would  also  be  recollected 
that  measures  were  forced  through  during  the 
session  of  that  Congress  by  every  species  of  gsg. 
He  would  call  the  attention  nf  the  House  to  one 
measure — no  less  a  measure  than  that  authoriEinar 
a  loan  of  tl3,000,000.  How  long  was  it  permitted 
to  be  considered  by  the  then  dominant  party  in 
this  House?  But  one  day  before  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  introduced 
a  resolution  fixing  the  following  Monday,  on 
which  day,  at  a  certain  hour,  tlie  committee  was 
to  be  discharged  from  iu  further  consideration. 
And  the  committee  was  so  discharged,  and  the 
bill  was  reported  to  the  House,  the  previous  ques- 
tion applied,  and  thus  a  bill  authorizing  aloan  of 
812,000,000  was  passed  through  this  House  with 
ut  a  few  hours'  consideration.  And  how  waa 
it  with  the  sub-Treasury  repeal  bill?  Why,  it 
received  but  a  few  hours'  considentiop  at  most., 
before  the  majority  proceeded  to  execute  what  it 
said  was  the  verdict  of  the  people.  And  now 
there  was  a  party  here,  he  must  be  permitted  to 
tell  them,  which  had  come  to  "  execute  the  will 
of  the  people,"  who  had  been  so  grievously  de- 
ceived in  1840;  and  in  relation  to  such  measures 
as  this,  he  would  inquire  if  it  was  pretended  that 
debate  for  any  period  of  time  would  change  the 
opinion  of  a  single  member?  He  was  sure  that 
np  gentleman  would  pretend  that  it  could.  Every 
gentleman  bad  mode  up  his  opinion;  and  a 
month's  or  a  year's  discussinn  could  not  be  ex^ 
pccted  to  prbuuce  a  single  change  on  this  ques- 
tion. Under  these  circumstsnces,  he  did  not  think 
the  gentlemen  of  the  opposite  pa((y  would  com- 

Clain,  if,  with  a  desire  to  prosecute  the  public 
usiness  which  prea-ied  upon  them,  and  which 
had  been  hiiherto  retarded  in  various  ways — on 
one  day  in  particular  by  the  taking  of  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  subdivisions  of  a  question — and 
standing,  as  the  majority  did,  with  the  responsi- 
bility that  rested  upon  them — they  refused  to 
allow  questions  to  be  discussed,  day  {ifier  day, 
ond  week  after  week,  without  the  expectation  of 
chemging a  single  vole.  He,  therefore,  moved  the 
previous  question;  but  withdrew  it  at  the  request 
of  Mr.  Henlbt,  (who  desired  to  speak  for  about 
fifteen  minutes,)  on  his  promising  to  renew  the 
motion. 

Mr.  HENLEY  said  he  was  not  in  the  habit  of 
detaining  the  House;  but  aomctimea  it  happened, 
as  in  this  case,  that  he  had  a  desire  to  any  a  few 
words  in  relalion  to  the  position  he  occupied. 
And  in  doing  so  on  this  occasion,  he  would  con- 
fine himself  exclusively  to  the  question,  as  to  the 
propriety  of  receiving  or  not  receiving  the  fund 
proposed  to  be  distributed,  and  which  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  had  said  the  indebted 
Slates  must  receive,  or  lliey  would  nolbc  able  lo 
pay  their  debts.  If  Pennsylvania  was  not  able  to 
payher  debts  withoutgeitiiig  thia  land  fund,  why 
was  she  so  simple  as  to  contract  those  debts  ? 

[A  measage  from  the  Senate  wets  here  presented 
by  AsBDRT  DicKiNs,  its  Secretary.] 
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Mr.  MORRIS,  of  PennsylTania,  rose  to  make 
an  explanation,  in  the  absence  of  his  colleague. 
He  had  merely  to  say,  that  as  early  as  the  year 
1826,  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  with  a 
Democratic  majority  in  both  branches,  instrncted 
their  Senators  and  Represcnlali»es  in  Congress 
to  vote  for  a  bill  distributing  the  proceeds  of  the 
public  lands  among  the  States;  and  it  was  under 
the  conriction  that  she  would  receive  her  share, 
that  that  State  commenced  her  gigantic  system  of 
internal  improTement,  which  had  so  greatly  ben- 
efited the  whole  Union. 

Mr.  BIDLACK  requested' the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  to  yield  the  floor  a  moment. 

Mr.  HENLEY  declined  to  do  so,  unless  he 
were  permitted  to'  exceed  the  fifteen  minutes 
which  he  claimed  for  the  purpose  of  makins  his 
speech.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr. 
Morris]  had  desired  permission  to  ask  a  ques- 
tion; and,  instead  of  asking  a  qaestion,  he  had 
made  a  stamp  speech.  [A  laugh.]  And  what 
did  it  amount  to)  To  precisely  the  same  posi- 
tion that  his  worthy  friends  (the  'Whigs)  always 
took  upon  the  question  of  internal  improvement; 
and  that  was,  to  go  back,  no  matter  how  far,  and 
prove,  if  possible,  that  at  some  time  or  other 
there  had  been  some  act  of  the  Democratic  party 
which  justified  the 'Whigs  in  incurring  an  enorm- 
ous debt.  If  one  wrong  act  could  be  found  on 
the  part  of  the  Democrats,  by  looking  back  for 
twenty  years  or  more,  it  was  to  be  taken  as  a 
justification  of  all  the  misconduct  of  the  Whi^s 
during  their  whole  career  of  power.  This  wos 
precisely  the  position  taken.  The  gentleman  went 
back  to  a  time  when  the  Democratic  Leginlature 
of  Pennsylvania  were  foolish  enough  to  believe 
that  they  would  get  these  landa,  and  this  was  the 
way  in  which  the  gentleman  endeavored  to  justify 
the  course  of  the  'Whigs.  Such  a  justification,  he 
would  tell  the  gentleman,  would  avail  but  little 
with  the  intelligent  people  of  this  country. 

The  gentleman  would  not  be  able  to  make  the 
people  Delieve  that,  because  somebody  else  had 
done  wrong,  he  was  also  entitled  to  do  wrong. 
(A  laugh]  He  belonged  to  an  Indebted  State, 
ond  he  Well  knew  how  thntStale  became  involved. 
The  people  of  that  State  were  swindled  into  con- 
tracting the  debt.  The  scheme  was  conceived  in 
sin  and  brought  forth  in  iniquity;  bnt  it  was  a 
difficulty  which  must  be  remedied  by  the  people 
of  Indiana  themselves.  TItey  did  not  intend  to 
call  upon  the  Government  to  help  them  out. 
They  were  not  going  to  ask  this  Government  to 
payitheir  debts  for  them.  They  had  acted  im- 
prudently— he  confessed  it  with  shame  and  hu- 
miliation —and  they  were  the  persons  who  ought 
to  suffer.     [A  lough.] 

The  question  was,  ou<;ht  they  to  receive  this 
money?  He  maintnincJ  that  if  the  money  had 
been  properly  appropriated,  and  the  debts  had 
been  judiciously  contracted,  still  they  ought  not 
to  receive  the  money;  it  was  improper,  inexpe- 
'  dient,  and  unjust. 

Mr.  FOSTER  asked  the  gentleman  whether 
Pennsylvania  had  ever,  directly,  or  indirectly, 
urged  a  claim  to  a  share  of  the  public  lands,  or 
expressed  hersdf  in  favor  of  dislrihutinn  ? 

Mr.  HENLEY  replied,  that  if  Pennsylvania 
had  not  done  so,  it  had  been  done  by  one  of  her 
Representatives  on  that  floor;  he  meant  the  gen- 
tleman who  last  addressed  the  House.  Mr.'  H. 
proceedeiflo  argue  that  the  distribution  ought  not 
to  take  place,  because  a  necessity  would  thereby 
be  created  for  supplying  the  deficiency  in  the 
Treasury  of  the  General  Government,  by  a  resort 
to  imposts  upon  articles  of  consumption,  which 
might  otherwise  be  obtained  by  the  people  of  the 
country,  the  workingmcn— of  whom  he  was  one 
—at  prices  corresponding  with  their  means.  Mr. 
H.  contended  that  an  imposition  of  duties  upon 
articles  which  were  absolutely  necessaries  of  life 
—such  as  tea  and  coflee — operated  as  a  greater 
burden  upon  the  industrial  portion  of  the  commu- 
nity than  upon  the  wealthy. 

Mr.  BIDLACK  rose  to  address  the  House, 
(Mr.  Henlet  having  yielded  him  the  floor  for  an 
explanation,)  but  objections  being  made, 

Mr.  HENLEY  said  he  should  not  have  made 
a  single  remark,  if  he  had  thought  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  [Mr.  'Vivtos]  would  have  been 
BO  sensitive.  He  had  yielded  the  floor  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Morris,]  a  po- 
litical opponent,  and  not  a  word  of  objection  was 
heard;  out  now,  when  he  professed  to  do  a  sim- 


ilar favor  to  the  other  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, [Mr.  BiDLACK,]  a  political  friend,  the  great- 
est alarm  was  excited.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio 
seemed  to  think  there  was  some  collusion  be- 
tween him  and  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
[Mr.  Bidlack;]  but  he  could  assure  him  there 
was  none,  and  that  all  he  intended  was,  to  grant 
the  same  privilege  to  the  gentleman  that  he  had 
already  granted  to  his  eolicague.  As  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio,  however,  seemed  so  very  sensi- 
tive, he  would  withdraw  the  promise  he  made  to 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  and  conclude 
with  a  single  remark.  It  was  well  for  gentlemen 
to  talk  about  gag-laws,  who 

Mr.  'VINTON  again  called  the  gentleman  to 
order,  statins  that  the  gentleman  had  no  right  to 
go  on  with  his  remarks,  after  having,  as  he  un- 
derstood him,  said  that  he  was  done. 

Mr.  HENLEY  replied  that,  if  the  gentleman 
did  understand  him  to  say  that  he  had  concluded, 
it  was  because,  not  being  so  well  versed  in  par- 
liamentary proceedings  as  other  gentlemen,  he 
might  have  expressed  himself  imperfectly.  It 
was,  however,  far  from  his  inleniinn  to  say  that 
he  had  concluded  his  remarks;  and  the  gentleman 
had  understood  him  incorrectly. 

The  SPEAKER  observed  that  he  did  not  hear 
the  gentleman  say  that  he  had  concluded;  and  the 
only  way  for  the  Chair  to  know  that  a  gentleman 
had  done  speaking,  was  by  his  taking  his  seat. 
The  gentleman  not  having  resumed  his  seat,  he 
of  course  inferred  that  he  had  not  finished  his  re- 
marks. 

Mr.  HENLEY  observed  that  it  was  not  his 
intention  to  yield  the  floor  entirely  when  he  gave 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Bidlack] 
permission  to  address  the  House.  He  now  con- 
cluded by  renewing  the  motion  for  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  HARDIN  and  other  gentlemen  appealed 
to  Mr.  H.  to  withdraw  the  call  for  the  previous 
question;  but  he  declined  doing  so,  on  the  ground 
that  the  motion  was  not  his  own,  but  only  the 
renewal,  according  to  promise,  of  the  nioiion  of 
the  gentleman  from  'Virginia,  [Mr.  Hopkins.] 

The  previous  question  was  then  seconded  by 
the  House. 

Mr.  HARDIN  demanded  (he  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  question,  "Shall  the  main  question  be  now 
put.'"  which,  being  ordered  and  taken,  resulted — 
yeas  104,  nays  70. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  passage  of  the 
hill,  upon  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordpred; 
and  being  taken,  resulted — yeas  113,  nays  70;  as 
follows: 

YRAii— Meoora.  Andersfln,  Atkinsnn,  Benton,  Bidlack, 
Edward  J.  Illack,  lllsckwell,  Bnvrer,  Itnwlin,  Uoyd,  Jacob 
Urinkerliofl',  Broillicnd,  Anron  V.  Brnwit.  VVilliiiiu  J. 
Brnwit,  Ilurkt*,  Hurt.  CaldWfll.t'nry.  C.'ittin.  Reiltteii  Chap- 
iiinii.  ('nbti.  t.'uDnm,  D;iiin,  IJniiiel,  Kiclmrd  D.  DavU,  Jolin 
W.  Uaviis.  DuWRun,  Ouaii,  t^jllinglmiii,  Uroiiifonle,  Duiieaii, 
bunlap,  Elli^,  Ficklin.  F<»^tcr,  Fn-iicli,  Uyniiii  Greuli.  flsle, 
llniiiliii,  Ilamnieu,  llnralgon,  Hayit,  llciiley,  Derrick, 
tiotiui.'^,  Iloge,  Uopitina,  lloiision,  lliibard,  Ilubbell, 
llll^lit^A,  lluni;err»rd,  Jiimcfl  B.  Hunt,  Cliiirks  J.  Tngersolt, 
Jauiu«Aii,  Cave  JoIiin>ou.  Andrew  Jotinfoii,  Oenrn  W. 
Jonev.  Andrew  Keiinprly.  Treirton  Kitiff.  Kirkpairick,  La- 
t>ninclie,Leonnnl,  Luwi«,  Lucus,  Luinplttii,  Lynn,  McCaua- 
leii,  Maclay,  JVIeCMeMnnil.  McClernund,  McCoiirictI,  Mc* 
Uowcll,  Mc'Kay.  Joseph  .Morris,  .Miirpliy.  Owt-ii,  i'aniipruer, 
Payne.  Kinrry  0.  PoUf*r,  l*iirdy,  It.-itlibiiii.  Unvid  H.  Itcid. 
Keilinil,  Kflli:,  KlirU,  Kilter,  Rnbena.  Iluliinron,  RiiHell, 
St.  Joint,  riannderri,  TliomRtf  II.  t^eyniour,  Smioiii',  SlidHll, 
Julin  T.  Smith,  Tliomaji  :9uiitli,  ltob«rt  SmiOi,  Stfenrod. 
Sleuon,  Jotin  Stewart,  Slilco,  Stone,  Sykea.  Taylnr, 
Tlioinp'on.'ribham.  Tncker,  Wcllnr,  Weiiiworih,  VVIiea- 
ton.  Williams,  Jo«ppli  A.  WriijiK,  and  V»<i— 113. 

N°A V8— >lei>>m.  Ablwu,  Adiunr,  Aslu*.  Baker,  Barringcr, 
Barnard,  Millon  Brown,  Jcrfintall  Brown,  Buffinsion, 
Carroll,  Caunin,  Chilton,  Ctincli,  C'lin^naii,  Coltainrr, 
CranKion, Garrett  Davia,  IVI>err;,  DnIIci,  Oicitey,  Ilickin- 
ron.  Full,  Giddin|ii*,tYtllif,  Green,  Orinnell,Onder,  Hardin, 
lludfton,  VVa^iliiiigtoii  Iluitt,  Irviii,  Jfnkn,  iVrluy  R.  Julia. 
sf*u,J()lin  P.  KHiiiifuly.  Mcilvaine,  Mnr:Hl),  Eilwiird  J.Mor- 
riii,  Morse,  RI'M-Plpy, 'Newton,  P.lllerson.  Peyton,  l^lrstinR. 
Potter.  Preston.  Ramsey.  Ilayoer,  Rockitelt'.  Rodney,  Ro- 
gers, Hample.  Sealer,  Allwrt  Siiiitti,  t;alah  B.  SiniUi,  All- 
drew  Stewart,  tiuuiaters,  'l*lmuiast<on,'l'ilden,  Tyler,Vanc«, 
Vinton,  WctUercd,  VVIiiie,  VVintlirop,  and  William  Wrtglii 
—70. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  moved  to  amend  the  title 
by  striking  out  and  inserting,  as  fullows: 

Strike  out  all  after  tile  word  "  rcfeal,"  and  iosert  the 
words,  '*  certain  sections  of  the  act  cnliltcd  *  An  act  to  ap- 
propriate ttie  proceeds  of  ihe  sales  of  tlie  puldic  lands,  and 
to  ifrant  prcHmptioii  nglits,'  apfroreil  ScpteiiilHtr  4, 1841." 

On  this  amendment  he  moved  the  previous 
question,  which  was  sustained;  and  the  amend- 
ment was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  McKAY  rcmoirked  that  the  day  was  far 


advanced,  and  therefore  he  would  not  move  ton 
into  the  Committee  of  the  W  hole  on  the  slate  of  i8» 
Union  on  the  appropriation  bills;  but  instead,  he 
would  move  that  the  rules  be  suapende(i,th«ube 
committees  might  be  called  for  reports  that  vooid 
not  give  rise  to  debate. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

INDEPENDENT  TREA8URT. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE,  from  the  Committee  of  • 
Ways  and  Means,  acting  under  the  authority  of 
a  resolution  of  the  House,  reported  a  bill  provid- 
ing for  the  collection,  safe-keeping,  transfer,  and 
disbursement  of'  the  public  revenues,  which  was 
accompanied  by  a  report. 

The  bill  was  read  twice. 

Mr.  D.  moved  that  the  bill  be  committed  to  Iks 
Committee  ofibe  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
and  that  the  bill  and  report  be  printed, 

Mr.  M.  BROWN  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table;  and  on  that  he  called  for  the  previoui(|iKi- 
tion. 

Mr.  BARNARD  intimnted  that  the  minority 
of  the  committee  might  hereafter  make  a  report. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  ordertil  and 
taken,  on  laying  on  the  table, and  resulled~ytaa 
,62,  nays  100;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Mpssra.  Abbott,  Adams,  Ashe,  Bakrr,  Barrisfcr, 
Barnard,  Milton  Bmwn,  Jeremiah  Rmwn,OvAii|iaii,  Gw. 
roll,  Cnusin,  (-.'liilton,  f^lincb,  Cliufman,  t^ollinw/,  Cru 
Stan,  Garrett  Davis,  Deberry,  Dickey,  DickiniMin.  Fiw, 
Giddings,  Willis  Green,  Gniinell,  Grider,  11  irdin,  llintunl, 
Waaliingfnn  Hunt,  Jmepli  R.  Ingersoll,  Irvin,  Jenk*. Perirf 
B.  Jolinson,  John  P.  Kennedy,  Edward  J.  Monis,  Motm, 
Moeel'cy,  Newton,  Patterson,  Peyton,  ElislM  K.  Ptatef, 
l*rcslon,  Ramsey,  Riiyner,  Rockwell,  Rodney.  Roger*,  Sioi- 
|de.  Sealer,  jlfevcrnnce,  Caleb  II.  SniEih,  .\ndrew  Strwan, 
Summers,  Ttioniasson,  Tdden,  Tvler,  Vance,  VintOB, 
Wellrar.nl.  While,  Winlhro|>,  and  VVilliaai  Wiighl-lil!. 

NAYS — M<issrs.  Alliinson,  Bentim.  Bidlack,  Ednu<  J. 
Black,  Blackwcll,  Bower.  Bowiin,  Boyd,  Jaciib  Briitlter- 
hotf.  .^aVon  V.  Brown.  William  J.  Drown,  Burke,  Ban, 
Caldwell,  Cninpliell.  Cary.  Catlin.  ReulNii  riiipnisH.  Clin- 
ton, Cnbli,  Criws.  Cullnni.  Dana,  Daniel.  Rtcliard  D.  Bam, 
John  W.  D^tvis,  Dawiuin.  Uiltinglmw,  Omm^oole.  Dancaa, 
Eilis,  Elmer,  Ficklin.  French,  Byruin  Green,  naniliti.Haai- 
mell,  Hanilson.  Menley,  Herriek.  Hoj:;*',  Hopkins.  lloastMi, 
llubard,  Huhbell.  Hughes.  Hunnerford.  Jauir'  B.  HaU, 
Cliarlfls  J-  lngeri<oll.  Jameson.  Cave  Jolmson,  Aoinm 
J'.Unifou,  George  VV.  Jones,  Presum  King,  Kirkpatnck,  La- 
branche,  IjCoiiard,  Lewis.  Lucas.  Lniiipkiti,  Lyon,  Mc- 
Clelland. McClernaiid.  McConnell,  McDowell,  McKay, 
Moore,  Joseph  Morris.  Mnrptiy,  Owen.  Pamicater,  Payae, 
Emery  D.  Pouer,  Pniii,  Purdy.  KaUihiiu,  Sedmg,  I'U'r. 
Roberts,  Riibiiisou,  liu.-'^ell,  3l.  John,  Thomas  H.  Seyuiotir, 
Simons,  Slidell,  Tiioma^  Smith,  Robert  Sinilh,  SteBnn, 
John  Stewart.  Stiles.  Stone.  Sykes,  Tayhw,  "niomiwin, 
Tihbaus,  Tucker,  Weniwonk,  Wbeatoa,  WMkaou,  —d 
Joseph  A.  Wright- 100. 

So  Ihe  Hopse  refused  to  lay  the  -bill  on  the 
table. 

The  question  recurred  on  referring  it  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  sute  of  the 
Union,  and  the  bill  and  report  lie  printed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  the 
House  adjourned. 

The  following  pcrliiims,  presented  to  day,  were  handed 
to  the  reporters  by  Uie  members  prescniiiie  tliem : 

By  Mr.  S.>1ITU,  of  llliimis :  Tiie  peiiUon  of  John  8tB«e, 
a  soldier  in  ihe  hue  war  Willi  Great  Britain,  praying  a  pea- 
j'ion  in  conse(|uence  of  wounds  received  while  in  llie  rer- 
vice  of  lii.4  country ;  wliich  was  referred  lo  ihe  Vammlitet 
on  fnVfltid  Pensions. 

Also,  the  pKiiUon  »f  the  lofsl  hcin  nf  Uie  lata  Anw<* 
Englis.  an  officer  in  the  war  of  iba  Revolatian,  piwiat 
payment  'for  forage  furnished  the  army,  by  order  of  the 
coininander-in-chief  m'  ilie  army ;  which  was  refentd  la 
Ihe  Cominillee  on  Revniulinnary  (Claims. 

By  Mr-  DAVIS, ol'liidiaiia:  The  iwtilinnnf  WdliaaiUol- 
leni>cck  and  thirty  one  others,  ciusens  of  Sullivan  county; 
the  pelition  of  Joel  Slinnell  and  seventeen  olher-,  ol  the 
same  eonniy  ;  the  pMitioii  i>f  Thomas  Marks  and  rnie  haa- 
dr«l  uid  twenty  three  oUirrs,  of  ramc  county ;  the  •»• 
luorial  Ol'  Jiunes  S.  Reed  and  ihiriy  two  oiliers-  of  saas 
cuiinty  ;  the  ^litimi  of  John  Marks  and  forty  oiln-rj,  of 
same  county  ;  tlie  memorial  of  Ezekiel  Sioue  and  thirty- 
seven  others,  of  same  county,  Indiaim  ;  all  prayinc  ft*  ■ 
grant  nf  certain  lands  in  Uic  Vincenuc*  land  d>«ri^,nr 
the  natensiou  uT  the  Wabash  and  Brie  canal,  boa  Ton 
llnute  lo  Evansvillr,  on  the  Ohio. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  John  Dnwcfl  and  fborhoadiedaj* 
thiny  others,  ciiixens  of  Lawrence  eoaniy,  '•""■■•'J]?*' 
ing  a  gram  of  land  ta  cmipleto  the  national  Uwronil** 
lieiween  Ihe  lakes  and  the  Ohio,  by  Uie  iroprovemeox  of  Itte 
oavigaiion  of  the  Wabash. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  George  Adams  and  ihiee  bundffa 
and  •eveniy-iwo  others,  chiseM  of  Monrae  coaaty,  1»- 
duina.  upon  ihe  same  suttject-  . 

By  Mr.  IIA.MLIN:  The  petition  nl  D.  «V.  Bradley  and 
others,  citizens  of  B.ingor,  (or  a  law  dcAiiing  Ihe  manner  la 
which  hiinberofnil  kinds,  grown  on  llie  lemlory  oTMaias, 
and  lraiis|>orled  down  llie  river  St-  John,  shall  .taatn  t**^ 
mitted-inlo  said  Sute  of  Maine;  wbicb  was  referred  lolM 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Bv  Mr.  RUSSELL :  Tlie  peUiinn  of  eitizena  of  Cl»i« 
county,  New  York,  praying  for  the  rediicUoBOf  |>os'ai»> 
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wMdi  ma  rer«n<!d  M  Uie  Comniuee  on  Uw  PoA  Oflic* 
and  P<nt  Bonds. 

By  Mr.  LVUN :  The  pciiiinn  of  three  hundred  citizena 
of  wesiern  Michiean,  pruyiiig  fi»r  an  nppropriaiion  to  con 
«trnet  a  harbiir  at  the  mouih  of  South  Black  river,  on  the 
eastern  »Iiore  nf  Lakg  Michigan. 

Also,  tlie  pi-liiitin  of  eighty-three  citizens  of  Ionia  coun- 
ty,  asking  t)ie  e8iab)i.ltnipiit  of  a  mair  route  on  the  north 
side  of  Grnud  river,  in  Micliigati,  frnra  luiiia,  in  the  county 
of  Ionia,  by  way  of  Duxlcr's  and  Ruttfrf1eld>,  in  tlie  Flat 
Biver  post  oflirf ,  in  the  county  of  Kent,  iu  ^aid  State. 

AImi,  the  petition  uf  one  tiuiidred  and  oix  citizens  of 
Niles,  in  Mictiiftiui,  praying  lor  the  reduction  of  pomage  to 
five  cenu  on  each  letter  seal  in  the  mail,  and  for  aUoluhing 
the  franking  privilege. 

By  Mr.  SAMPLE:  The  petition  of  B.  P.  Taylor  >ml  two 
liuudred  and  twenty-one  others,  citizens  of  SI.  Jnaepli 
county,  Indiana,  pruyin.  tlii!  reduclionoftlic  rntes  of  post- 
age on  letlem  to  u  sum  not  above  five  cenlif  for  distances 
within  Ave  hundred  miles,  and  not  exceeding  ten  cents  for 
•ny  gmuer  diaianoe ;  aud  alM>  lor  the  raductiou  of  poMage 
on  Bewspapera,  pertodieals,  lie. 


IN  SENATE. 
Thursday,  March  14,  1844. 

The  PRESIDENT  fra  lemport  laiii  before  the 
Senate  a  meseage  from  the  Preaident  of  tlie  Uni- 
ted Statea,  coTerinp  a  repdH  from  the  State  De- 
panment,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  the  35in  January,  1B44,  comprising  a 
liat  of  all  the  American  conaula  and  vice  consuls 
abroad;  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ssmflk,  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Also,  a  message  from  the  President  of  ihe  Uni- 
ted States,  covering  a  report  from  the  Secretary 
of  State,  made  in  complinnce  with  a  resolution  of 
the  Senate  of  the  31si  ultimo,  informing  the  Sen- 
ate that  vessels  of  the  United  Slates  have  been 
made  to  aubserve  the  African  slave  trade,  &£.; 
which  waa  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

PETITIONS,  ETC. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE  presented  fodr  raemo- 
riala  praying  the  construction  of  a  ship  canal 
around  the  falls  of  St.  Mary's  river,  one  of  which 
was  signed  by  one  hundred  and  eighteen  citizens 
of  Poniiae,  one  by  citizens  of  Adrian,  one  by  two 
hundred  and  thirteen  citizens  of  Battle  creek,  and 
one  by  eighty-nine  citizens  of  Rochester,  Micbi- 
ean;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  presented  four  similar 
memorials,  signed  by  fifty-seven  citizens  of  Iowa, 
by  forty-one  citizens  of  Berrien  counly,  eighty- 
nx  of  the  first  ward,  and  eighty-one  of  the  second 
ward,  in  Dclrolt,  Michigan. 

Mr.  PORTER  preaented.four  similar  memo- 
rials, signed  by  eightjr-eight  citizens  of  Monroe, 
fifty-two  of  Berlrand,  one  hundred, and  fifty-four 
of  Ann  Arbor,  and  seventy-two  of  Mount  Clem- 
ens, Michigan;  alt  of  which  were  referred  to  the' 
Committee  nn  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  BREEZE  presented  additional  docunenia 
in  support  of  the  petition  of  Edmund  Roberts 
and  others,  sureties  of  St.  Vrain;  which  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  remarked  that  he  had,  some 
fcw  days  ago,  presented  a  memorial  purporting 
to  have  been  Signed  by  various  persons  styling 
themselves  ship-owners,  A.C.,  praying  Congress 
to  examine  into  the  reciprocal  commercial  trea- 
ties with  foreign  countries,  with  a  view  to  their 
change,  modification,  or  lerminaiion.  He  had 
now  received  a  memorial  frnm  a  number  of  per^ 
■ons  styling  themselves  ship-owners  in  New 
York  city,  remonstrating  against  Ihe  termination 
of  those  reciprocity  treaties;  and  in  explanution, 
it  is  stated  that  two  or  three  of  those  who  signed 
this  memorial  signed  the  other,  which  he  pre- 
sented, through  mistake;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Commitiee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  presented  a  memorial  from 
Cyrus  Eastman ,  and  others,  citizens  of  the  county 
of  Grafton ,  in  the  Slate  of  New  Hampshire,  pray- 
ing for  a  reduction  of  the  rales  of  postage,  the 
abolition  of  the  franking  privilege,  and  ihe  repeal 
of  so  much  of  the  Post  Office  law  as  forces  news- 
papers and  periodicals  into  the  mail  against  the 
wishes  of  the  publishers  and  subscribers;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  tlie  Post  Office 
and  Post  Rrmds. 

Mr.  ALLEff  presented  several  memorials  from 
the  State  of  Ohio;  one  from  the  county  of  Wayne, 
numerously  signed  by  persons,  some  of  whom  be 
knew;  one  from  Ihe  county  of  Pickaway^,  and 
another  signed  by  officers  nf  the  fourth  regiment 
of  the  seventh  division  of  Ohio  militia,  urging  on 


Congress  the  propriety  and  necessity  of  passing 
such  laws  as  might  be  necessary  to  protect  the 
rights  of  this  country  to  the  territory  of  Oregon, 
and  the  American  citizens  who  have  gone  to  set- 
tle in. that  country.  A  bill  having  been  reported 
for  this  object,  these  memorials  were  ocdered  to- 
lie  on  the  table. 

Also,  a  memorial  signed  by  O.  L.  Drake  and 
others,  citizens  of  Portage  county,  Ohio,  praying 
for  the  establishment  of  a  mail  route  between 
Windham  and  the  township  of  Hudson;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Poat  Roads.  Mr.  A.  particularly  invited  the 
attention  of  that  committee  to  the  memorial. 

NOTICE  OP  IMPORTANT  BILLS. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  remarked,  that  he  rose  for 
the  purpose  of  starling  some  practical  measures 
to  retrench  the  expenses  and  to  check  the  spirit 
bf  proscription  inourGovernment.  Congress  had 
been  in  session  more  than  three  months,  during 
which  time  he  had  waited  upon  others;  but  as 
they  did  not  see  proper  to  start  the  subject,  he 
believed  it  was  his  duty  to  attempt  it,  however 
great  the  labor  and  responsibility  of  such  a  posi- 
tion. He  therefore  gave  notice  that  he  would,  at 
an  early  day,  introduce  the  following  bills: 

1.  A  bill  to  regulate  and  reduce  the  salary  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  from  and  after 
4ih  March,  1845. 

3.  A  bill  to  regulate  and  reduce  the  salaries  of 
the  Chief  Justice  and.  Justices  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  and  of  the  cirinit  and  district  judges  of 
the  United  States,  so  as  to  apply  to  all  oflioers 
who  shall  be  commissioned  after  the  present  ses- 
sion of  Congress. 

3.  A  bill  to  regulate  and  fix  the  salaries  of  the 
Secretary  and  other  officers  and  the  clerks  in  the 
Department  of  Stale  at  Washington. 

4.  A  bill  to  regulate  and  fix  the  salaries  of  Ihe 
Secretary  and  other  officers  and  the  clerks  in  the 
Department  of  War  at  Washington. 

5.  A  bill  to  regulate  and  fix  the  salaries  of  the 
Secretary  and  other  officers  and  the  clerks  in  the 
Department  of  the  Navy  at  Washington. 

6.  A  bill  to  regulate  and  fix  the  salaries  of  the 
Secretary  and  other  officers  and  the  clerks  in  the 
Department  of  the  Treasury  at  Washington. 

7.  A  bill  to  regulate  and  fixihe  salaries  of  the 
Postmaster  General  and  other  officers  and  the 
clerks  in  the  Post  Office  Department  at  Washing- 
ton. 

8.  A  bill  to  reguliitc  and  fix  the  salaries  of  ter- 
ritorial officers,  appointed  by  laws  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  several  Territories. 

9.  A  bill  to  regulate  and  fix  the  salary  of  the 
Attorney  General  of  the  United  Stales. 

10.  A  btll  to  regulate  the  appointment  of  the 
Secretaries  of  State,  Treasury,  War,  and  Navy, 
and  the  appointment  of  the  Postmaster  General, 
BO  as  to  limit  their  term  of  office  to  two  years. 

Mr.  H.  concluded  his  notice  by  remarking,  that 
if  these  bills  met  with  the  favor  he  had  a  right  to 
expect  they  would,  when  the  Senators  on  both 
sides  were  so  deeply  pledged  to  the  people  to  re- 
trench expenses  and  proscribe  proscription,  it 
would  encourage  him  to  offer  a  separate  bill  for 
each  Stale  in  the  Union,  to  regulate  the  salaries 
of  the  federal  Government  officers  in  Ihe  States. 
What  he  lacked  in  ability,  he  would  make  up,  as 
far  as  he  could,  by  industry  and  perseverance. 
HOME  SOUADRON. 

Mr.  SEMPLE  remarked  that  it  would  be  recol- 
lected that  he  had  the  honor,  some  time  ago,  to 
introduce  a  resolution,  which  was  adopted  by  the 
Senaie,  calling  on  the  Executive  for  information 
as  to  what  would  be  ihe  additional  expense  to 
the  Government  to  require  one  of  the  armed  ves- 
sels of  the  United  States,  Iwlonging  to  the  Home 
Squadron,  to  leave  New  Orleans,  and  make  the 
circuit  of  the  West  Indies  and  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
once  a  month,  touching  at  the  principal  ports  in 
the  Islands  of  Cuba,  San  Domingo,  and  Porto 
Rico,  and  also  on  the  Spanish  main  and  Gulf  of 
Mexico.  That  resolution  had  been  answered; 
and  they  were  informed  that  -there  would  be  no 
additional  expense,  except  that  of  pilotage  and 
steamboat  towage  from  tlie  month  of  the  Missis- 
sippi to  New  Orleans.  In  moving  to  refer  that 
paper  to  the  Commitiee  on  Naval  Affairs,  he 
should  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  Senate  to  make 
a  few  remarks,  explanatory  of  the  objects  he  had 
in  view  when  he  introduced  the  resolution.  He 
was  not  sure  that  any  legislative  action  could  or 


ought  to  arise  out  of  the  inquiry.  He  was  never 
disposed  to  interfere  with  any  other  branch  of  the 
Government  in  the  exercise  of  the  powers  which 
he  believed  properly  belonged  to  it.  Yet,  he 
thought  that  no  harm  could  arise  out  of  a  sugges- 
tion or  recommendation  by  that  body  on«ny  par- 
ticular subject,  although  exclusively  belonging  to 
the  Executive.  That  had  often  been  done  by 
both  Houses  of  Congress;  and  sometimes,  he  had 
no  doubt,  wilh  a  good  cflTect.  It  might  be  that 
the  motion  heretofore  introduced  would  call  the 
attention  of  the  Executive  to  this  subject,  and 
produce  an  order  to  send  our  vessels-of-war  more 
frequently  into  those  places  where  he  thought 
our  commerce  had  been  heretofore  much  neg- 
lected. The  British  Government  baa  a  regular 
system  of  sending  its  armed  vessels  into  nearly 
every  port  in  the  world  where  a  British  trader 
can  be  found. 

This  gives  a  vast  advantage  to  British  com- 
merce, by  aflfording  a  more  ample  protection 
against  every  species  of  depredation  and  unlaw- 
ful seizure.  Our  commerce  was  not  very  exten- 
sive, it  was  true,  on  the  coast  of  New  Granada; 
and  one  reason  why  it  was  not  mora  extensive, 
was  on  account  of  the  frequent  seizures  of  our 
vessels  and  property  there,  and  the  entire  want 
of  protection.  During  their  civil  wars,  more  than 
at  any  other  time,  our  citizens  and  their  property 
were  liable  to  seizure  and  confiscation,  under  va- 
rious pretenses.  Nothing  could  remedy  this  but 
an  armed  force  on  the  spot,  with  authority  to  act 
according  to  circumstances.  There  was  another 
advantage,  independent  of  the  protection  of  our 
commerce,  which  would  result  from  periodical 
visits  of  our  ships-of-war  to  the  ports  designated 
in  the  resolution.  In  sailingdown  the  coast,  from 
Cumana  to  Galveston,  they  would  enter  the  ports 
of  five  independent  republics,  to  wit:  Venezuela, 
New  Granada,  Guatemala,  Mexico,  and  Texas; 
wilh  all  of  which  the  United  Slates  have  diplo- 
matic relations.  It  often  happened  that  the  dis- 
patches to  and  from  our  Government  to  our  min- 
isters in  all  those  States  wereof  ^reat  importance; 
and  should  always  be  carried,  if  practicable,  by 
some  responsible  person.  Should  the  Pj'esident 
think  proper  to  order  our  ships-of-war  to  visit 
periodically  all  those  countries,  they  would  be 
able  to  carry  out  and  bring  home  in  safety  all  the 
dispatches  of  our  ministers,  as  well  as  our  con- 
suls in  the  numerous  ports  of  those  several  States. 

The  protection  and  extension  of  our  foreign 
commerce  (he  said)  was  the  only  purpose  for 
which  we  keep  ships-of-war  in  service  during  a 
time  of  peace.  He  wished,  while  they  were  in 
service,  to  keep  them  moving.  He  could  not  im- 
agine a  more  useful  service  uian  that  which  had 
been  indicated  by  the  resolution  which  bad  been 
adopted  by  the  Senate. 

It  appeared  to  him,  from  the  letter  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy,  that  that  officer  was  under 
the  impression  thatlhis  service  had  been  neglected; 
for,  after  answering  the  resolution,  he  goesfurlher, .. 
and  endeavors  to  make  an  excuse  for  not  having 
sent  our  shipsas  indicated.  He  says  it  wottid  b« 
hazardous,  if  not  impracticable,  to  sail  in  the 
course  designated  in  the  reaolulion,  owing  to  ihe 
trade  winds,  and  currents  raised  by  them.  He 
should  not  undertake  to  determine  whether  the 
Secretary  was  right  or  not  in  the  position  which 
had  puzzled  the  wisest  men  for  ages,  am  to  the 
true  cause  of  the  ocean  currents.  He  would  leave 
that  to  those  better  (lualified  to  judge  than  he  pre- 
tended lobe.  He  knew  that  they  existed,  and 
that,  to  a  great  extent,  they  conlroiled  the  course 
of  navigation.  He  had  that  fully  in  his  mind 
when  he  introtiueld  the  resolution;  and  he  under- 
took to  say  that  both  the  winds  and  the  currents 
would  favor  the  course  indicated  by  that  resolu- 
tion. In  the  route  from.New  Orleans  to  Havana 
and  Matanzns,  this  will  not  be  denied.  From 
Matanzas,  should  a  vessel  undertake  to  sail  di- 
rectly to  the  coast  of  Cuba  and  San  Domingo,  be 
knew  that  there  would  be  great  difficulty  in  en- 
countering the  contrary  trade  winds.  But  no  one 
would  do  this.  They  should  bear  out  from  Ma- 
unzas  to  the  northward,  by  the  channels  usually 
followed  by  vessels,  until  they  would  be  enabled 
to  make  the  Island  of  San  Domingo  or  Porto  Rico, 
as  mi^ht  be  desired.  Then,  to  the  coast  of  South 
America,  at  Cumana,  or  Laguayra,  and  down  that 
coast,  and  through  the  Gulf_  of  Mexico,  both 
winds  and  currents  favor  the  voyage  entirely  to 
I  New  Orleans. 
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The  Secntary  mya  the  voyage  could  not  be  per- 
formed in  a  month.  The  resolution  never  con- 
templated such  a  thing.  Any  one,  by  a  mere  glance 
at  the  maps,  could  see  that  it  could  not  be  per- 
formed in  a  month.  He  would  drsire  that  it 
should  not  be  performed  in  less  than  three  or  four 
months,  including  the  proper  stay  in  the  differ- 
ent  ports;  yet  one  vessel  could  depart  monthly, 
•nd  following  each  other,  there  would  be  one  or 
another  in  every  port  about  o»ce  a  month.  We 
all  know  that  a  staxe  cannot  go  from  hers  to  St. 
JLouis  in  a  day,  and  yeuhe  mail  is  carried  daily. 
If  it  requirad  one  ahip  three  monilis  to  make  the 
Toyage,  then  (Aresshipsonly  wou44  be  necessary 
to  make  monthly  voyages.  If  it  required  foiir 
months,  then/onr  ships  would  be  necessary, &c. 
So  that  twelve  ships,  by  making  a  voyage  only 
once  a  year,  would  show  themselves,  some  one 
of  them,  in  each  of  the  ports  of  those  countries. 
He  thought  the  great  utility  of  some  periodical  ap- 
pearance at  those  places  would  be,  that  when  any 
of  our  citiEena  got  intoitifficully,  itaey  might  look 
forward,  with  some  degree  of  certainty,  to  that 
periodt  fsr  some  Msistanoe  from  their  country; 
And  not,  as  at  present,  have  no  assurance  that  any 
armed  vessel  of  the  United  States  would  ever 
come  to  his  assistance.  He  hoped  the  committee 
would  take  the  subject  into  conaideration,  and 
recommend  some  action.  But  ifihey  should  think 
that  nothing  was  necessary,  then  he  should  feel 
that  h«  hsa  performed  bis  duty  in  calling  their 
attention  to  a  subject  that  was  of  more  importance 
than  it  would  at  first  view  appear  to  be.  The  ob- 
ject of  the  monthly  voyage  from  Mew  Orleans  to 
Cumana  and  back  was  for  the  purpose,  as  well 
of  ordinary  services,  as  to  keep  up  a  direct  and 
constant  communication  through  the  isthmus  with 
the  great  Pacific  ocean. 

He  had  mentioned  the  city  of  New  Orleans  as 
the  place  of  departure  and  return,  on  account  of 
its  great  commercial  importance  to  the  whole 
country,  and  more  espeaially  to  the  western 
States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  S.,  the  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary upon  the  subject  was  taken  from  iiie  tuble, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Aflairs. 
PAPCRS  WITHDRAWN. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HANNEGAN,  leave  was 
granted  to  take  from  the  files  the  petition  and  '■ 
papers  of  the  heirs  of  Daniel  Piatt. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  lenve  was  granted 
to  withdraw  from  the  files  the  petition  and  papers  ,' 
of  Gactana  Carusi. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  BERRIEN,  fVom  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiriary,  to  which  a  resolution  of  inquiry  upon 
the  subject  was  referred,  rcportqjl  a  bill  to  amend 
the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal  the  act  entitled 
an  actio  provide  for  the  collectini;, safe-keeping, 
transfer,  and  disbursement  of  the  public  reve- 
nue," and  to  provide  for  the  punishment  of  em- 
bezzlers of  the  public  money,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses; which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  B.  also,  from  the  name  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  reUef  of  Miles  King  or  his 
assignees;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  sec- 
ond reading. 

Mr.  BARROW,  from  the  Committee  o»  Mili- 
tary Affitirs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mury 
A.  P.  Zanizinger,  widow  of  Uidhard  A.  Zant- 
ztnger,  formerly  an  -officer  in  the  Army  of  the 
United  States;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a 
second  rending. 

Mr.  FOSTER,  from  the  Cominiltee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  reported  back,  without  am<-ndment, 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Caroline  E.  Clitherall, 
the  widow  of  Dr.  George  C.  Oithorall. 

COHMtTTEE  OM  TERRITORIES. 

Mr.  6AGBY  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which,  ander  the  rule,  lies  one  day  on  the 
table: 


Raotetd,  Thnl,  in  adililinn  to  the  utRnding  commilieea 
already apfioiiut'd  by  tlm  t^etmte,  tliere  phall  tiKaconimittee 
or  Ave  appnimed  by  Uie  Chair,  to  be  aiyled  (be  Uomntuee 
ou  Terrilories. 

Mr.  BAGBY  presented  a  communication  from 
the  three  Delegates  from  the  Territories,  in  the 
other  House,  urging  the  appointment  of  such  a 
committee;  which  was  read. 

SOCK-IMRD  AT  MBHPIflS. 
Mr.  6REESE  submitted  a  paper  (which  was 


ordered  to  be  printed)  which  he  intends  to  offer 
as  an  amendment  to  the  bill  for  the  establishment 
of  a  dock-yard  at  Memphis,  Tennessee,  when  it 
comes  lUp  for  consideration. 

LAND  CLAIMS  IN  LOUISIANA. 

The  following  resolution,  introduced  by  Mr. 
Hatwood  yesterday,  was  taken  up  for  consider- 
ation: 

Raolerd,  That  the  Cnmmisiiioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office  be  directed  tu  repiirt  a  list  of  nllcfhims  in  land  in  the 
KtalR  of  L'luisiana  wtiich  harubepn  hrrclriftwe  n'ported  by 
any  coinmisainner  appointed  by  law  f^tr  ihut  piirpn«e,  and 
wlHHi  have  nut  t>eeM  herctnliire  ennfirnied  by  Congreafl.  but 
whieti  remain  ptthjccl  to  their  future  nclinu  ;  and  in  iiiakmg 
paid  list,  the  CiimminBioner  of  tire  General  Land  Office  will 
act  forth  exiracu  of  so  mudi  of  the  report:*  ami  other  docu- 
menta  in  his  office  ha  may  exhibit  to  the  Senate  tlie  origin 
of  the  c):iiinaiit*s  demand,  witether  it  was  reeominenried  to 
be  conflrmed  by  Congre^'ff  or  not;  and,  If  reported  upon  ad- 
versely, the  ground  of  ohje^tioo  to  itia  claim- 
Messrs.  JOHNSON  and  BARROW  opposed 
the  resolution,  on  the  ground  that  the  information 
called  for  had  been  already  reported,  and  com- 
prised five  volumes  of  the  State  Papers;  that  the 
infonmotion  could  have  no  bearing  on  the  bill  to 
confirm  certain  land  claims  in  Louisiana,  now  be- 
fore the  Senate,  which  only  proposed  to  have 
patents  issue  for  claiiHs  already  confirmed  by 
Doards  of  commissioners  who  had  authority  to  do 
so  or  by  Congress;  that  it  would  take  the  Depart- 
mepl  several  months  to  make  out  the  report, 
which  would  prevent  action  on  th'e  bill  this  ses- 
sion; and  thai  the  report,  if  had,  would  cost  an 
enormous  amount  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  was  aware  that  the  informa- 
tion could  be  found  among  ihs  land  laws  and 
reports  printed  in  the  form  alluded  to  by  the  Sen- 
ators from  Louisiana;  what  he  wanted  was  to 
have  all  these  claims  (those  rejected,  or  otncr- 
wise^  in  a  condensed  form,  so  that  Senators  could 
see  them  at  a  glance,  to  enable  them  to  vote  un- 
derstandingly  on  the  bill.  He  spoke  at  some 
length  on  the  importance  and  propriety  of  the 
call. 

The  resolution  was,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
JOHNSON,  laid  on  the  table. 

TARIFF  STATISTICS. 

Mr.  JARNAGIN  submitted  the  following  res- 
olution; which,  under  the  rule,  lies  one  day  on 
the  table: 

Retatred,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaeury  be  directed 
to  coniniunicnte  to  the  Senate  the  amount  of  revenue  re- 
ceived from  the  cuatoina  and  public  landi*  Fince  the  13th 
day  of  Sepieinber  laat,  up  to  tlie  lat  day  t)f  March  instant; 
and  also  the  amount  ot*  exports  and  iinporta  since  the  coin- 
mcnccnieni  of  the  prenent  Hscal-year,  diacriminatiug  be- 
tweea  the  iuiporu  of  dutiable  gooda. 

DISTRIBUTION  ACT. 

The  bill  from  the  House  repealing  the  distri- 
bution clauses  of  the  bill  appropriating  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sales  of  the  puulic  lands,  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  JARNAGIN  gave  notice  of  his  intention 
to  submit  amendments  to  the  bill;  which  he 
wished  to  be  committed  with  tlie  bill. 

BILLS  PASSED. 

The  bill  to  amend  the  act -entitled  "An  act  to 
establish  branch  mints,"  and  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Ephraim  Kerr,  were  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

THE  OREGON  QtJESTION. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Semple,  directing 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  give  notice 
to  the  British  Government  for  the  termination  of 
the  provision  of  the  treaty  allowing  the  joint  oc- 
cupancy of  the  Oregon  territory. 

Mr.  ARCHER  said  he  had  4rery  great  regret  in 
not  having  been  enabled  to  prosecute,  yesterday, 
the  remarks  which  he  was  desirous  to  offer  to  the 
Senate,  upon  the  subject  now  under  its  considera- 
tion. He  should  feel,  after  the  painful  attack  of 
indisposition  which  prevented  his  proceedingyes- 
terday ,  as  if  he  should  certainly  be  disabled  from 
doing  so  now,  if  it  was  not  that  the  view  which 
he  had  been  led  to  take  of  the  question  under  con- 
sideration, (differing  very  essentially  from  those 
taken  by  gentlemen  on  the  other  aide  in  this  de- 
bate,) would  enable  him  to  observe  a  brevity, 
which,  with  their  views,  was  not  in  their  power 
to  observe.  In  his  opinion  the  great  expansion 
to  which  this  debate  had  run,  had  been  owing 
entirely  to  the  fact,  that  gentlemen  who  had  en- 


gaged in  it.  had  imprudently  entered  into  thedia- 
cussions  of  questions  collateral  to  the  real  quo. 
lion  which  now  claimed  the  decision  of  the  Sen- 
ate.  The  honorable.Senator  from  PennsylvMia 
[Mr.  Buchanan]  seemed  to  l\,ave  himself  lome 
impression  of  the  justice  of  this  remark,  when  he 
[Mr.  B.]  said,  in  the  course  of  the  observations 
which  he  offered  to  the  Senate,  that  here,  perhaps, 
he  might  be  permitted  to  close. 

Mr.  MOREHEAD  said  if  the  Senator  from 
Virginia  [Mr.  Archbr]  would  allow  him,  he 
would,  on  account  of  his  [Mr.  A.'s)  present  state 
of  health,  propose  that  this  nibject  should  paaa 
over  till  to-morrow.  He  was  satisfied,  from  the 
condition  in  which  he  [Mr.  A.j  seemed  tube, 
that  it  would  be  very  much  to  his  inconvenienes 
I  to  proceed  with  his  remarks,  and  would  finditu 
I  well  to  do  so  to-morrow  as  to-day.  He  would, 
therefore,  with  his  permission,  move  to  pass  the 
bill  over  informally. 

Mr.  ARCHEIl  remarked,  that  he  was  very 
willing.  He  was  laboring  under  great  debility, 
and  he  would  cbeerfniiy  yield  to  the  saggesliDS, 
and  accept  the  courtesy  of  the  Senator  from  Kea- 
tucky,  [Mr.  MoaEHBAO.] 

The  subject  was  then  paased  over  informally 
till  to-morrow. 

NAVY  REGISTER. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  communication  from  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, transmitting  printed  cnpies  of  the  Navy 
Register  for  the  year  1844;  which  was  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

FOX  AND  WISCONSIN  RIVERS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TALLMADGE,  the  bill  to 
grant  a  quantity  of  land  for  the  improvement  of 
the  Fox  and  Wisconsin  rivers,  and  to  connect 
the  same  by  a  canal  in  the  Territory  of  Wiscon- 
sin, was  taken  up,  and  recommitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

EXECUTIVE  SESSION. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  MERRICK,  the  Seoale 
then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  exeeutire 
business;  and,  after  some   lime  spent  therein, 
I  adjourned.    . 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
TiiDKSDAT,  JtforcA  14,  1844. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  having  been  reed  and 
approved, 

Mr.  GATLIN  offered  a  resolution  to  grant  the 
use  of  the  Hall  this  evening  to  the  CongrcssioBsl 
Temperance -Society. 

Objection  being  made  to  the  reception  of  Ihs 
resolution, 

Mr.  HAMLIN  mored  to  aospeiMi  the  rales; 
but  the  motion  was  negatived. 

RHODE  ISLAND  MEMORIAL. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  reported  by  the  special  committee  on 
the  subject  of  the  memorial  of  the  Democtotte 
members  of  the  Rhode  Isktnd  Liegislalure. 

Mr.  C.  B.  SMITH,  who  had  the  floor,  ob- 
served that  he  was  at  a  loss  to  conceive  what 
motive  had  prompted  the  introduction  of  this  me- 
morial to  the  House.  This  memorial  was  one  of 
a  peculiar  character.  It  purported  to  be  a  memo- 
rial ofthc  Democratic  members  of  the  Rhode  laUnd 
Legislature;  and  he  believed  it  wns  the  first  time  in 
the  history  of  this  country  that  any  body  of  meo 
bad  ever  presented  a  memorial  and  appealed  to  the 
party  prejudices  of  the  majority  of  the  legislative 
body  to  which  it  was  presented.  Why  should 
these  memorialists  have  presented  themselves  W 
the  House  as  Democrats  >  It  might  be  that,  in 
the  examination  of  this  question,  a  report  might 
be  presented  containing  a  great  deal  of  inflam- 
matory matter,  calculated  to  raise  a  great  deal  of 
political  capital  throughout  the  country.  It  might 
nave  been  that  the  memorial  was  intended  fat 
such  a  purpose.  He  prcsumei^  that  those  gentle- 
men on  that  floor  who  did  not  arrogate  to  them- 
selves the  peculiar  title  of  Democrats  would  not 
shrink  from  the  discussion  of  these  topics.  Be 
was  aware  that,  in  modern  times,  there  hod  been 
manifested  by  a  large  portion  of  the  community 
a  disposition  to  flutter  the  people,  and  to  enlarge 
at  groat  length  on  what  they  were  pleased  to  lenn 
the  natural  rights  of  the  people — the  right  of  suf- 
frage, the  light  of  self-governmcDt,  and.  the  right 
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of  (lie  people  to  do  what  ihey  pleased  at  all  times 
and  under  all  circumslances;  and  itmight  be  that 
they  thought  to  acquire  popularity  by  shouting 
bosannas  to  the  mnjesty  of  the  people.  Now, 
he  was  one  of  those  who  never  subscribed  to  the 
doctrine  of  vox  populi  vox  dei — that  the  voice  of 
the  people  is  the  voice  of  a  god;  and  he  was  very 
far  from  believing  that  the  people  could  do  no 
wrong,  it  was  the  maxim  of  kingly  GoTcrn- 
ments  that  kings  could  do  no  wrong;  and  this 
maxim,  it  would  seem,  had  been  transferred  to 
the  people  by  those  who  were  descanting,  on  tl\ 
eecasiona,  on  their  virtue,  nower,  and  intelligence. 
He  was  as  much  disposeo  as  any  man  to  uphold 
the  rights  of  the  people;  he  believed  they  were 
dispowd  to  do  right;  but  where,  he  would  ask, 
had  been  the  time  that  the  people  had  not  been 
swayed  by  their  passions,  and  when  they  bad 
Bot  been  led  astray  by  artful  and  interested  dem- 
agogues }  He  believed  that  our  Government  was 
basra  on  the  only  correct  principle,  that  the  peo- 
ple are  th«  source  of  political  power,  and  that 
there  is  an  entire  equality  of  political  rights 
among  them.  Farther  than  this  he  would  not 
go. 

There  had  been  some  opinions  advanced  by 
the  gentleman  from  New  York'  [Mr.  Rathbuh] 
who  addressed  the  Houses  few  days  ago  on  this 
sabject,  and  by  his  honorable  colleague   [Mr. 
Kehnedt]  who  addressed  them  yesterday,  from 
which  he  must  express  his  entire  dissent.  There 
were   doctrines   advanced    by    those  gentlemen 
which  struck  at\he  foundations  of  our  Govurn- 
inent,  and,  indeedi  of  all  social  systems,  and  the 
principles  they  avowed   would,  if  carried  out, 
overturn  the  fair  fabric  of  our  liberties,  which 
had  been  cemented  by  the  blood  of  our  fathers. 
What  were   these  principles?    The  gentleman 
from  New  York  ^said  that  the  people  of  Rhode 
Island  had  exercised  only  the  right  which  the  God 
of  nature  gave  them;  and  that,  in  atteroptini;  to 
construct  and  overturn  the  Government  which 
existed  under  the  charter  of  King  Charles   II., 
"  they  exercised  only  the  right  which  the  God  of 
nature  gave  them.       His  nonorable  eollsngue 
[Mr.  KihiiedtI  said  yesterday  that "  he  regarded 
the  right  of  sufTrage  as  a  natural  right."    Now, 
if  the  right  of  suffrage  wasanaturalright — if  the 
God  of  nature  had  conferred  the  riahis  of  suffrage 
on  the  whites — where  did  the  gentreman  find  any- 
thing in  the  law  of  nature  and  the  law  of  God, 
witfanolding  that  right  from  the  negroes?     If  by 
the  law  of  nature  and  the  law  of  God,  the  people 
of  one  portion  of  the  country  can  overturn  their 
Government,  and  adopt  a  new  one,  where  did  llie 
gentleman  find  the  authority  torxcludc  from  po- 
rilical  rights  the  negroes  of  South  Carolina  and 
Virginia  ?    If  these  were  natural  rights,  he  asked 
where  the  gentleman  found  the  doctrine  that  they 
only  commenced  when  the  subject  was  twenty- 
one  years  of  age?    Why  should  not  these  rights 
commence  when  he  was  twenty,  or  eighteen  years 
of  age?    Where  did  the  gentleman  find  the  au- 
thority which  denied  to  females,  the  fairest  por- 
tion orGod'screation,the  exercise  of  these  rights? 
Nature  never  intended  to  confer  on  man  natural 
rii^hts  which  she  did  not  confer  on  that  portion 
of  the  creation  which  we  are  all  bound  to  reeard 
with  reverence  and  respect.  If  he  understood  the 
position  which  the  constituents  of  these  Demo- 
cratic members  of  the  Rhode  Island  Legislature 
assumed,  it  was  that  the  people  had  the  right  at 
any  time  to  assemble  toi^ether  and  change  their 
form  of  Government.    This  was  a  doctrine  from 
irliich  he  dissented  in  Mo. 

As  some  allusion  had  been  made  to  the  Decla- 
ration of  Independence,  he  would  say  that  he  was 
not  disposed  to  regard  it  as  a  mere  abstraction; 
but  that  he  regarded  it  as  a  declaration  of  funda- 
mental truths  that  would  last  as  long  as  civilisa- 
tion existed.  [Here  Mr.  8.  read  some  extracts 
from  that  instrument,  which  the  reporter  had  not 
at  band  to  quote.]  These  Democratic  members 
of  the  Rhode  Island  Legislature  had  made  an  im- 
portant discovery;  and,  in  doing  so,  had  mani- 
festefl  a  degree  of  intelligence  very  supHriiir  to 
that  of  the  sages  of  the  Revolution.  They  had 
diacovered  that  a  majority  of  the  people  had  the 
ri^t  to  change  their  form  of  government  at  their 
^■rill  and  pleasure.  Now,  he  would  ask  them, 
-where  did  they  find,  in  the  law  of  nature,  and  of 
nature's  God,  an  authority  for  the  majority  to 
govern  the  minority? 

Mr.  RATHBUIi  wUhed  to  inquire  of  the  gen- 


tleman from  Indiana  where  he  found  the  law,  or 
any  sort  of  law,  which  authorized  a  minority  to 
impose  laws  on  the  majority  ? 

Mr.  C.  B.  SMITH  replied  that  he  would  come 
to  that  presently;  he  would  not  forest  it.    The 
minority  had  just  as  good  a  right  to  rule  the  major- 
ity as  the  majority  to  rule  the  minority.  The  true 
doctrine  was,  that  government  must  exist  by  the 
consent  of  the  governed.    There  were  certain 
natural  rights  which  belong  to  man,  and  were  in- 
alienable; and  these  were  the  rights  to  life,  libertjr, 
and  ihepursuitof  happiness;  but  the  right  of  uni-  | 
versal  suffrage,  the  right  to  hold  office,  &c.,  were  i 
poljtical  rights,  only  existing  at  the  will  of  the  ' 
Government.  I 

But  to  return  to  the  position  that  the  right  of ! 
the  people  to  change  their  form  of  government 
was  derived  from  the  God  of  nature.     Let  him  ■ 
ask  the  gentleman  if  the  God  of^nature  ever  rcc-  • 
ognized  the  artificial  lines  which 'divided  the  State  i 
of  Rhode  Island;  if  so,  according  to  their  doc-  ', 
trine,  every  county  in  the  State  would  have  the 
right  to  institute  a  new  government.  Let  him  ask 
the  gentleman  if,  in  South  Carolina,  where  a  large  I 
majority  of  the  people  are  colored,  if  the  doctrine  , 
of  the  persecuted  patriots  of  Rhode  Island  was  . 
correct,  the  people  were  to  assemble  for  the  pur-  I 
posoof  instituting  anew  government,  would  they  i 
be  exercising  a  right  which  the  God  of  nature  ' 
gave  them  i    Now,  when  we  talk  about  the  peo-  { 
pie,  we  do  not  mean  white  people  exclusively,  for 
negroes  are  people,  as  it  is  generally  conceded  ] 
that  they  are  human  beings;  and  when  a  majo;'ity 
of  the  people  meet  together,  have  not  the  colored  , 
race  (if  they  are  in  the  majority)  the  same  rights  ; 
derived  from  the  God  of  nature  to  change  their  i 
form  of  government  as  the  whites?  ! 

But  he  would  present  another  question.    Sup-  i 
pose  a  majority  of  the  [Kople  of  the  United  States  ' 
should,  by  meeting  together  in  political  meetings, 
dispense  with  the  State  governments,  and  abso-  I 
lulely  destroy  them:  would  thejrhave  the  right  | 
to  do  that?    Was  there  any  gentleman  there  who  I 
would  contend  that  that  was  one  of  the  rights  of  I 
the  people?    But  further:  did  the  people  of  this  i 
ten  miles  square  enjoy  these  natural  rights?  and 
if  not,  why  not?    Was  it  because  ihcy  were  or- 
ganized under  a  peculiar  form  of  government,  | 
that  they  were  debarred  the  participation  in  these  ' 
natural  rights?    And  he  would  ask,  if  a  majority 
of  the  people  of  the  District  of  Columbia  should 
meet  together,  and  resolve  that  the  legislation  of 
Congress  was  too  oppressive,  would  they  have 
the  right  to  throw  off  that  government  under 
which  they  now  live?    Such  a  doctrine,  he  was 
satisfied,  was  too  bold  and  fanatical  to   be  re- 
ceived; and  yet  these  people  must  have  the  same 
natural  rights  as  the  illustrious,  persecuted,  Dorr- 
ite  patriots  of  Rhode  Island.    If  the  Dorrite  doc- 
trines were  true,  the  people  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia were  a  persecuted  people,  for  they  were 
already  deprived  of  the  right  of  suffrage;  and 
Congress  mightrule  over  them  with  a  rod  of  iron 
without  responsibility  to  them,  for  they  could  not 
resist  the  oppression  at  the  ballot-boxes.  Where, 
then  was  the  limit  to  the  exercise  of  this  natural 
right? 

He  was  aware  that  much  prejudice  existed 
against,  the  charter  of  Rhode  Island,  because  it 
was  derived  from  King  Charles  II.,  It  wasagonil 
theme  for  declamation;  and  much' horror  might 
be  expressed  on  the  stumpof  everything  that  sa- 
vored of  sovereign  and  Kingly  authority;  this 
was  n  good  American  topic  for  a  stump  speech; 
butjvhen  they  were  arguing  questions  affecting 
the  perpetuity  of  our  institutions,  they  should 
appeal  to  reason,  and  not  to  prejudice  or  passion. 
He  then  went  on  to  show  that  the  charter  of 
Rhode  Island  was  first  proposed  in  Rhode  Island 
by  its  citizens;  that  it  was  then  sent  to  England 
for  approval,  and  was  afterwards  submitted  to 
the  people  of  Rhode  Island,  and  by  them  sanc- 
tioned,approved,  and  adopted;  and  it  could  only 
be  subverted  and  overturned  in  a  legal  and  con- 
stitutional manner.  But  on  the  subject  now  under 
discussion,  history  afforded  some  instructive  ex- 
amples. They  hail  only  to  turn  to  the  history  of  the 
French  revolution  for  instruction  and  admonition. 
Why,Robcspierre,whenhedrenched  France  with 
blood,  was  but  contending  for  the  same  doctrines 
,as  were  advocated  by  Dorr  and  others  in  Rhode 
Island;  and  Marat  and  others,  when  they  shocked 
the  moral  sense  of  the  world,  proclaimed  but  the 
same  rights  of  the  people — a  people  who,  to  es- 


cape from  the  carnage  of  such  rulers,  soaeht  shel- 
ter behind  the  despotism  of  a  military  ruler.  But 
who  were  the  people  ?  Who  were  the  people  in 
Rhode  Island?  They  were  told  that  the  Dorr 
constitution  had  been  adopted  by  a  majority  of 
the  people  of  Rhode  Island;  but  where  was  the 
evidence  of  that  ?  The  history  of  the  matter  was, 
that  meetings  were  held  by  certain  people,  and 
resolutions  were  adopted  to  change  the  form 
of  their  goveroment;  some  delegates  were  ap> 
pointed  to  a  convention,  and  thus,  without  other 
authority  than  of  such  a  popular  meeting,  they 
had  assumed  to  act  as  the  people  of  Rhode  Island. 
Their  resolutions  were  of  the  character  of  thoso 
of  the  Mormons,  or  Latter-Day  SainM,  hereto- 
fore referred  to  in  this  debate;  in  which  they 
agreed  that  the  earth  was  the  Lord  *>,  and  the  full- 
ness thereof;  that  the  saints  of  the  liord  were  the 
rightful  heirs  to  the  earth  and  all  it  contained; 
and  that  they  were  the  saints.  He  objected,  then, 
to  these  things,  as  a  substitution  of  anarchy  for 
law;  and  he  contended  that  a  majority  •f  the  peo- 
ple could  be  a  foclion,  and  in  such  an  opinion  he 
asserted  that  h«  was  supported  by  Mr.  Madison, 
from  whom  be  quoted  to  show  the  truth  of  bis 
assertion.  , 

He  then  proceeded  to  illustrate  the  positions  he 
had  assumed  in  various  ways;  and  then  saJd  this 
subject  bad  come  into  the  House  under  the  aus- 
pices of  the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire, 
[Mr.  BntiE,]  and  he  deemed  it  appropriate  to 
ir>quire  how  these  natural  rights  were  there  en- 
joyed. He  quoted  largely  to  show  that  they  were 
there  violated ,  and  that  aristocratic  prineiplea,  and 
property,  and  religious  qualifications  and  tests, 
were  incorporated  in  the  system  of  that  State's 
government,  notwithstanding  its  vaunted  Democ- 
racy. He  also  quoted  from  the  debates  in  the 
convention  of  the  State  of  New  York  to  amend 
its  constitution,  to  show  what  were  the  opinions 
of  Mr.  Van  Buren  (ifie  chief  of  the  party  which 
contended  with  Governor  Dorr  for  naturail  rights) 
on  the  subject  of  the  right  of  suffrage,  and  those 
natural  rights  of  man. 

Here  was  pure  Democracy,  the  Democracy  of 
Mr.  Van  Buren  himself,  the  leader  of  the  great 
Democratic  party  of  the  United  States.  This 
great  Democratic  champion,  however,  had  been 
twice  repudiated  by  the  people;  and  no  argument 
had  been  more  powerful  in  leading  to  this  resylt 
than  theodiousand  arlstocraticsenttmentsavowed 
by  him  in  the  New  York  convention. 

Mr.  KENNEDY,  of  Indiana,  inquired  if  the 
gentleman  had  nut  himself  advocated  the  same 
doctrines? 

M  r.  C.  B.  SMITH  replied  tha(  he  had  never  ad- 
vocated any  such  doctrine.  The  doctrine  which  he 
bad  advocated  was,  that  every  white  mala  citizen 
of  the  proper  age,  and  who  had  resided  for  a  year 
within  the  State,  should  b«  allowed  to  vote.  He 
did  not  ask  whether  a  man  was  able  to  pay  taxes, 
or  whether  he  was  a  householder;  ail  tliat  be  asited 
was  that  he  should  be  one  of  nature's  noblemen 
— a  freeman.  These  were  the  doctrines  he  had 
advocated  in  relation  to  this  subject. 

Mr.  S.  quoted  other  passeees  of  Mr.  Van  Bu- 
ren's  speeches,  to  show  that  he  was  opposed  to  a 
Uberal  extension  of  the  right  of  suffrace.  He  then 
adverted  to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  front 
New  York  JMr,  Rathbdm,]  on  a  former  day,  in 
relation  to  Governor  Dorr.  The  gentleman  had 
said  that  Mr.  Dorr  was  very  much  afflicted  by 
being  incarcerated,  and  covered  with  vermin. 

Mr.  RATHBUN  interposed  to  explain.  He 
had  said  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  avoid  this 
consequence  in  the  place  where  he  was  confined, 
and  not  from  any  fault  of  his  own. 

The  morning  hour  having  expired, 

Messrs.  CAUSIN  and  McCLERNAND  sim- 
ultaneously rose,  and  th» Speaker  gave  the  floor 
to  the  latter,  remarking  to  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  that  he  had  already  addressed  the 
House  upon  this  question. 

Mr.  CAUSIN  said  he  wished  to  offefan  amend- 
ment, and  inquired  if  it  would  not  be  in  order  for 
him  to  do  so? 

Mr.  McCLERNAND.  If  I  am  entitled  to  the 
floor,  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  is  not. 

Mr.  CAUSIN.  1  am  making  an  inquiry  of  the 
Speaker;  I  recognize  no  Speaker  but  one. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND.  I  do  not  recognize  you 
as  Speaker. 

Aner  some  further  conversation  upon  the  point 
of  order, 
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The  SPEAKER  decided  that  the  ^ntlcman 
from  Maryland  could  not  now  offer  his  amend- 
ment. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATIONS. 

Mr.  McKAY  called  for  the  orders  of  the  day; 
before  proceeding  to  which,  the  following  ex- 
ecutive communications  were  laid  before  the 
House: 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  ad  in- 
terim,  notifying  that  he  had  transmitted  therewith 
two  hundred  and  fifty  copies  of  the  Nary  Regis- 
ter for  1844,  for  the  use  of  the  members  of  the 
House  of  Representatives;  which  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

A  letter  from  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, in  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the 
House  as  to  why  the  priming  of  the  report  of  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  is  de- 
layed; which  was  laid  .on  tlie  table. 

PUBLIC  REVENUE. 

Mr.  HARDIN  moved  that  the  rules  be  sns- 
ponded,  in  order  to  allow  him  to  introduce  the 
following  resolution:  • 

Raoltei,  Thmihe  Secretary  of  llie  Treiuur;  Ix  reqnetted 
to  iurorni  Miis  Houm.%  at  the  «arliet>t  pnicticablv  dny,  wlint 
amnuiit'of  revciinc  has  ltc«n  cnltfctt'td  duriiii;  il)n  pteiteiic 
fliieni  year,  up  to  tticlsldHy  of  Murcli,  I844,di>hnj»Mi>liiMghe- 
twefrri  Ihi!  aliinuiilH  wliicli  hnvp  hrpii  collected  t'rtini  the  snlex 
of  pulilic  land**  and  fmiii  duties  on  fnrt^iitii  iiiiporiv ;  and  that 
b«  also  infona  thia  Htmw  whaianiount  iiC  r<;veiiue  he  ei«ti- 
luama  will  be  collected  during Uic  reiuaiuing  portion  of  tbe 
present  A«cal  year. 

Upon  this  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  de- 
manded, and  ordered;  and,  being  taken,  resulted 
— yeas  31,  nays  83;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Mcwn.  Ahbou,  Adam*,  Andenuin,  Afbe,  Baker, 
Harringer,  llidlack,  Gdwiird  J.  Black,  Urndhciid,  Aaron  V. 
Itrowii,  Milton  Brown,  jHrciniall  Hrnwn,  B IJ III ngton,  Car- 
rol), Calisin,  C'hnppeli,  .(Jhrltoii,  C'ttnch,  ClingiiiMn,  Colla- 
mer,  Craniton,  Gurnitt  Davis,  Dellet,  Dickey,  DicktnMOn, 
Fidit,  F<iot.  Frencii,  Giddiugi^  Willi:*  Green,  (>rinneH,  Gri- 
der,  Hardin,  Harper,  Fltidson,  Hnfjhei*,  Wiiiiliin<!tnn  Hunt, 
Joseph  K.  litgertMtll.  Irvin,  Jeiiks,  Perley  B.  Joluiiton,  An- 
drew Jiiliniton,  Gforge  W.  Joiipm,  John  P.  Kennedy,  Dan- 
iel P.  Kinjt,  McClelland,  Mcllvaiiie,  Month,  Edward  J. 
MorriK.  Morse,  Mooeley,  Murphy,  Newton,  Pallersim,  Pey- 
ttni,  ElJHlia  n.  FottfT,  Preston,  UHin:*ey,  Itayner,  Relte, 
llockwelt,  Rodney,  UoRers,  Sample.  Schenck,Senler,  .Sev- 
erance, Albert  f?inflh,  tlnlrh  H.  Bniith,  tJlepiiens,  Andrew 
Stewart.  Hummera,  Thmnasson,  Tilden.  'I'yter,  Vance, 
Vinton,  VVeUiered,  VVbitu,  Wintbrop,  and  Williain  Wright 
—76. 

NAYS— Mrmra.  Denton,  Jainea  KInrk.  Blackwelt,  Row- 
er, Bowlin,  Boyd.  Jacob  Brinkerhnfr,  tVilltaiii  J.  Bniwn, 
Burke,1.^ildwell,  Campbell,  Catlin.  Reiltien  Chapman,  I.Min- 
ton,  Colib,  Ciilea.  Cross,  CuMom,  Dana,  Daniel,  Kichnrd  D. 
Davis,  John  \V.  Oavis,  Dean.  Ilrniitgoiile,  Unnenn.  Duidnp, 
Kliner,  Piektin,  Foster,  RyrainGrei*n,llale,  Hamlin,  llain- 
metl,  llamlaon,  Henley,  H.-rrick,  Ho<{e,  Hopkins,  llouKton, 
lluhbell,  Hungerltird,  James  It.  HnnI,  Cave  Johnson,  An- 
drew Kennedy,  Prei^ton  King.  I.abrnnche,  Leotiarit ,  l.llcas, 
J«yon,  McCau.^h?!!,  McConnell,MeL>(iWfll,  McKny,  Morire, 
Owen,  Payne,  Petirt,  Emery  V.  Pniier,  Pmlt,  Pnrdv,nalh- 
litln,  David  9.  Reid,  Redinf,  Rjtter,  Rob*'ns,  Robinson, 
RuMcll,  St.  John.  Saunders,  'I'liomn-t  11 .  Seymnur,  &^ini|M.on, 
John  T,  Smith  Robert  Smith.  Thoino.^  Smitli,  Steenrod, 
Stetson,  Stiles,  Stone,  Syk<rs,  Taylor, Thompson,  Tihbalts, 
I'ucker,  VVeller,  Welitlvortb,  VVheuton,  Williams,  Joseph 
A.  Wright,  and  Yost— 93. 

So  the  rules  were  not  suspended. 

INDIAN  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKAY,  the  bill  providing 
for  the  current  expenses  of  the  Indian  depart- 
ment, was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means. 

BILL  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  McKAY  then  moved  that  the  House  re- 
solve itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  stale  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  KENNEDY,  of  Maryland,  desired  per- 
mission 10  introdtice  a  bill,  ol  which  he  had  pre- 
viously given  notice. 

'Mr.  McKAY  observed,  that  he  had  proposed 
last  evening  (hat  reports  should  be  received  from 
committees,  which  would  have  given  the  gentle- 
man an  opportunity  toTniroduce  his  bill;  and  he 
believed  the  gentleman  had  voted  ngainst  the  prop- 
osition. He  would,  however,  ofler  no  objection 
to  the  introduction  of  the  bill  at  this  time,  pro- 
vided it  would  lead  to  no  debate. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.of  Maryland, then,  by  unan- 
imous consent,  introduced  a  bill  to  alter  the  mode 
of  measurement  of  the  lonimje  of  ships  and  ves- 
sels employed  in  the  merchant  service  of  the 
United  States;  which  wns  read  twice. 

Mr.  K.  moved  thai  it  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  McKAY  moved  to  refer  it  to  tbe  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce. 


The  SPEA  KER  then  put  the  question,  first,  on 
the  motion  of  reference  to  the  Conimittee  of  tbe 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  motion  to 
refer  the  bill  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

MILITARY  ACADEHT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKAY,  the  House  resolved 
ilselfinto  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  stale 
of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Drohgoole,  in  the  chair,)  and 
reaumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  support  of  the  Military  Acad- 
emy fur  the  fiscal  year  ending  the  30th  of  June, 
1845. 

The  state  of  the  question  was  this:  Mr.  Hale 
had  offered  a  substitute  for  the  whole  bill,  pro- 
viding "  that  all  acts  now  in  force  authorizing  the 
enlistment  or  entploythent  of  cadets  in  the  Mili- 
tary Academy  at  West  Point,  after  the  30th  day 
of  June  next,  be  repealed;  and  that  all  such  ca- 
dets now  in  service  should  be  disbanded  and  dis- 
missed from  and  after  that  day."  And  Mr.  Davis, 
of  Indiana,  had  offered  an  amendment,  in  the  form 
of  a  proviso,  that  the  sutn  hereiofore  annually 
expended  in  support  of  the  Military  Academy 
be  expended  unilec  the  direction  of  the  Secretary 
of  War,  in  teaching  regular  military  discipline 
to  the  volunteer  citizen-soldiery  of  lh»  several 
Stales. 

Mr.HAMMETTaskedif  itwould  be  in  order 
to  move  to  postpone  the  bill  •'or  a  few  days?  If 
so,  he  would  make  that  motion,  and  assign  his 
reasons  for  it. 

The  CHAIRMAN  said  that  it  would  not  be  in 
order,  but  that  the  bill  could  be  laid  aside  by  gen- 
eral consent. 

Mr.  HAMMETT  observed  that,  if  agreeable 
to  the  committee,  he  would  state  the  reasons  why 
he  wished  to  lay  aside  the  bill  for  a  short  time. 
He  thought  it  njust  be  known  to  every  member 
of  the  House  that  there  was,  in  all  parts  of  the 
country,  a  strong  and  growing  prejudice  against 
the  West  Point  Academy;  and  that  the  institu- 
tion was  becoming  mure  and  more  unpopular 
every  day,  in  every  section  of  the  land.  He  be- 
lieved that  it  could  not  exist  mu<:h  longer  as  now 
organized,  and  that  therefore,  its  friendst  as  well 
as  those  opposed  to  it,  woulil  see  the  propriety 
of  adopting  a  different  principle  in  regartl  to  it. 
Tlie  grounds  of  the  objeclioiis  to  this  institution 
were,  in  the  first  place,  that  it  required  a  very 
large  expenditure  of  money;  and,  in  the  next 
place,  the  small  amount  of  benefit  derived  from 
It,  especially  in  times  of  danger.  He  would,  with 
the  permission  of  the  House,  give  the  outlines  of 
a  plan  that  he  would  propose  i'ur  the  reorganiza- 
tion of  the  West  Point  Academy,  and  he  be- 
lieved that  that  plan,  or  something  like  it,  would 
meet  with  the  approbation  of  gentlemen  on  both 
sides.  His  proposition  was,  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  employ  and  pay  a  sufficient  number 
of  professors  for  the  institution — the  appoint- 
ments to  be  made  by  the  Secretary  of  War;  that 
the  school  be  thrown  open  to  the  whole  country, 
and  that  those  who  ciiosc  to  give  their  sons  a 
military  education,  should  have  liberty  to  send 
them  there,  the  students  paying  their  own  board 
and  tuition  fees;  but  as  the  professors  would  be 
paid  by  the  Government,  these  tuition  fees  would 
be  proportioiinbly  low.  He  would  propose  fur- 
ther, that  the  Government  should  give  the  use  of 
the  buildings  at  West  Point  to  those  professors, 
together  with  the  use  of  the  library,  and  philo- 
sophical apparatus  now  there;  and  shoulJ  tlso 
provide  arms,  ammunition,  i&c.  He  had  men- 
tioned this  plan  to  several  members,  and  had 
thought  of  preparing  a  bill  to  carry  it  out;  but 
fearing  Uiat  it  might  not  be  acceptable,  he  had 
adopted  this  method  of  offering  it,  by  way  of  a 
suggestion  to  the  committee,  as  a  lest  of  the  sense 
of  the  members  in  regard  to  it.  If  the  plan 
proved  acceptable,  the  bill  would  be  delayed  for 
a  few  days,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  present  it 
in  H  proper  shape  to  the  House;  but  if  otherwise, 
the  committee  would  show  their  disapprobation 
of  it,  by  proceeding  with  the  bill  under  consider- 
atioD.  tie  would  add,  before  he  took  bis  seat, 
that  one  of  the  members  of  the  Retrenchment 
Committee  had  prepared  a  bill  proposing  very 
material  changes  in  the  institution;  but  that  bill 
did  not  meet  his  approbation. 

Mr.  FISH  observed  that  he  would  not  consider 


a  postponement  of  the  !jill  as  a  test  of  the  Ktise 
of  the  House  in  regard  lo  the  plan  of  the  gentle, 
man  from  Mississippi.  However  that  might  be, 
the  Question  was  now  on  making  appropriaiiona 
for  tlie  support  of  the  academy,  anil  not  on  re- 
forming it. 

_  Mr.  McKAY  hoped  his  friend  from  Missis- 
sippi would  not  now  press  his  proposition;  but 
let  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support 
of  the  academy  lake  its  course.  He  was  nov, 
and  always  had  been,  in  favor  of  a  very  material 
alteration  in  the  organization  of  this  institution. 
He  did  not  think  that  the  Government  should 
educate  more  young  men  than  were  necessary  to 
fill  the  annual  vacancies  in  the  Army.  It  was  be- 
yond dispute,  that  tbe  number  now  educated  was 
more  than  the  average  annual  vacancies  in  the 
Army  required;  and  hence  the  number  of  super- 
numerary second  lieutenants;  which  he  believed 
was  now  something  like  seventy,  and  would  be 
probably  thirty  more  the  next  year.  This,  how- 
ever, did  not  present  the  true  state  of  the  question. 
In  asingle  year,  in  consequence  of  an  order  issued 
from  the  War  Department,  that  all  the  officers 
who  were  in  the  civil  service  of  the  railroad  and 
canal  companies,  &a.,  should  join  their  respective 
regiments,  there  were  upwards  of  one  hundred 
resignations.  Now,  if  these  resignations  had  not 
taken  place,  the  Army  would  have  been  over. 
Ihaded  with  supernumerary  second  lieutenants. 
He  was  for  reducinsthe  number  of  cadets,  but  at 
the  same  time  would  make  a  provision  by  which 
parents  and  guardians  should  have  the  privilege 
of  sending  their  sons  and  wards  there  to  be  edu- 
cated St  their  own  expense.  This  was  the  sys- 
tem adopted  in  Great  Britain;  and  it  appeared,  by 
a  document  he  had  in  bis  hand,  that  there  were 
three  hundred  and  twenty  gentlemen  cadets  and 
fifteen  officers  educated  at  the  English  military 
academy,  at  n  much  less  cxpcnsb  than  it  required 
to  educate  two  hundred  and  twenty  cadeu  at 
West  Point.  He  agr«ed  with  much  of  what  had 
been  said  by  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut, 
[Mr.  Seymodk,]  that  it  would  be  an  amelioration 
of  oiy  military  service  to  open  the  door  of  prt>- 
motion  to  meritorious  non-commissioned  officers 
and  privates.  Under  the  present  system,  no  man 
who  was  a  non-commissioned  officer  or  private, 
however  meritorious,  had  the  least  cliance  of  pro- 
motion. It  was  true  that  there  were  instancesof 
such  men  getting  commissions,  but  they  were 
very  rare;  and  iTie  consequence  was,  that  tbe 
ranks  of  the  Army  were  filled  with  some  of  ibe 
worst  men  in  the  country,  and  desertions  bad 
prevailed  to  an  enormous  extent. 

Mr.  McK.  here  gave,  from  the  documents,  the 
number  of  annual  desertions,  from  the  year  1830 
to  1836,  showing  an  average  of  one  thousand.  He 
would  not  now,  liowever,  enlarge  on  this  stibject, 
but  would  reserve  his  remarks  till  the  bill  for  re- 
organizing the  academy,  which  he  understood 
was  to  be  reported  by  the  Military  Committee, 
should  come  in.  He  wished  to  make  one  remark 
before  concluding.  It  could  not,  he  supposed,  be 
the  object  of  the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire 
[Mr.  Hale]  to  abolish  the  academy  at  once.  He 
thought  that  the  young  men  who  were  now  there 
should  be  retained  till  their  educations  werecom- 
pleted.  And  ag^in:  what  was  to  become  of  the 
buildings .'  and  what  was  to  become  of  tbe  pro- 
fessors !  If  a  majority  of  the  House  was  disposed 
to  abolish  the  instilittion,  he  submitted  lo  gentle- 
men whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  do  itgrail- 
nally.  Let  the  young  men  there  complete  their 
educations.  Let  the  appropriations  be  made  for 
the  support  of  Uie  academy  for  the  present  year; 
and,  as  was  well  reniaikcdby,theeentleiiianfroia 
New  York,  if  any  important  reduction  should 
lake  place,  the  money  would  not  be  drawn  froia 
tht;  Treasury. 

While  up,  he  would  further  remark  that  theie 
was  an  appropriation  in  the  bill  of  115,000  for 
the  building  of  barracks,  which  he  diif  not  believe 
would  be  wanted  for  the  present  year,  as  no  plan 
had  yet  been  adopted  for  their  construction;  and 
he  would,  therefore,  when  the  bill  came  into  the 
House,  move  to  strike  it  out, 

Mr.  C.JOHNSON  observed  that  there  was  po 
certainly  that  ihe  bill  to  be  reported  by  the  Mili- 
tary Committee,  which  tlie  gentleman  referred  to, 
would  be  reached  this  session;  and  he  was  there- 
fore for  effecting  a  reform,  now  that  the  subject 
was  before  them.  He  would,  therefore,  suggest 
lo  the  genllcman  from  New  Hampshire  lo  •ith- 
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draw  liis  amendment,  and  submit  anotlier,  to  the 
following  effect:  | 

That  no  mniipjr  appropriated  in  litis  hill,  or  hrrcafter  to 
be  iioprrtpritted,  chiill  bti  nppllod  to  il»i*  pnytnetit  of  nny  . 
radPt  hereafter  to  be  appointeil ;  anil  the  lerm^  of  pervice  ] 
of  iliOKe  who  have  wnrranis  now  in  the  acntleniy  vhall  be  . 
held  lo  cea!<<>  from  and  aflor  four  years  from  liic  time  of  . 
their  ro-peetivc  iippoiiitntt'nts. 

The  iimilalion  of  this  appropriation  now  would  I 
put  un  end  to  the  academy,  unless  the  (louse 
would  tict  on  the  propositions  which  would  be 
lioreafter  made.  He  was  satisfied  it  ought  to  be 
abolished,  and  he  would  at  once  abolish  it,  but 
for  tlie  remarks  of  his  friend  from  North.Caroli- 
ra;  he  therefore  hoped  his  friend  from  New 
Hampshire  would  adopt  the  suggestions  which 
had  been  made. 

Mr.  BLACK,  of  Georgia,  said  all  the  invective 
which  had  been  delivered  before  the  House  for 
the  last  few  days  against  this  insiittition  passed 
him  just  as  similar  invectives  against  the  Navy, 
Willi  which  thejr  had  been  favored,  parlicularly 
during  tliisaession,  passed  him.  Ilelooked  upon 
llieni  as  a  mere  cxpendiivrrc  of  threats,  made,  he 
presumed,  for  home  consumption,  in  particular 
pans  of  the  country.  Nothing  had  been  pro- 
duced there  to  induce  him  to  vote  for  the  abolish- 
ing of  this  institution,  which  had  heretofore  been 
deemed  absolutely  neres^ary  lo  the  efficiency  of 
the  Army.  If  the  chairman  of  the  IVlilitary  Com- 
mittee should  advise  that  there  were  too  many 
radeta  at  this  institution  for  the  lieiiefit  of  the 
countryandthcnecessiiiesofthe  Army,  he  should 
be  prepared  to  vote  for  reasonable  reductions;  but 
they  were  told  that  they  must  abolish  the  insti- 
tution, by  way  of  reforming  it;  and  for  this  he 
was  not  prepared.  Of  this  chnrncler  were  the 
propositions  to  reform  the  state  of  the  Army  at 
the  last  Congress;  but  after  going  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  Teiinessee  [Mr.  C.  JoHKSON]'fnr  a 
pro  rata  reduction  of  the  Army,  when  they  got  to 
the  second  regiment  of  dragoons,  a  proposition 
was  made  to  abolish  it.  This  was  reforming  with 
a  vengeance,  and  he  should  not  vote  for  such 
"reforms."  "Retrenchment,"  "  reduciiohs," 
and  "reform,"  were  words  which  wer*  very 
much  pro.slituted  in  this  country. 

He  proceeded  to  contend  that  the  Military 
Academy  was  necessary  to  the  efficiency  of  the 
Army;  and  while  he  was  ready  to  correct  its 
abuses,  he  was  not  willing  to  vole  for  its  destruc- 
tion; nor  was  he  willing  so  to  "  reform"  it  as  to 
make  it  the  resort  <»f  "  gentlemen  cadets"  alone, 
to  the  exclusion  of  the  sons  of  the  poor,  though 
deserving. 

Mr.  HARALSON  (the  chairman  of  the  Mil- 
itary Committee)  intimated  that  the  committee 
would  propose  some  reduction  in  the  number  of 
cadets;  and  when,  that  proposition  came  before 
the  House,  these  amendments  could  be  appropri- 
ately offered.  The  proposition  would  be  made 
to  reduce  the  number  of  the  cadets  to  the  wants 
of  the  A  rmy .  But  this  appropriation  should  now 
be  made;  and  if,  by  any  reductions  hereafter 
made,  it  should  be  found  more  than  adequate  to 
the  wants  of  the  institution,  the  balance  would 
remain  in  the  Treasury, and  would  not  be  lost  to 
the  country.  He  explained  the  circumstances 
under  which,  in  1836,  some  persons  educated  as 
cadeti  at  West  Point  became  civil  engineers,  and 
accepted  employment  of  projected  lines  of  rnil- 
rtHtd;  and  asserted  that  no  class  of  our  country- 
men were  more  ready  to  obey  the  call  of  their 
country  in  any  exigency  which  might  arise. 

Mr.  PIOKLIN  was  not  satisfied  with  the  rea- 
sons which  had  been  given  for  a  perpetuation  of 
this  institution,  ond  contended  that  it  was  a  cor- 
rvipt  and  rotten  insiitutioo,  which  should  be  re- 
formed at  once;  and  for  that  reason  he  hoped  the 
House  would  withhold  this  appropriation. 

He  had' listened  to  the  apology  or  excuse  ren- 
dered by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Mil- 
itary Anairs,  for  the  cadets  who  resigned  in  1836. 
And  what  was  that  excuse?  Why,  forsooth, 
tliough  they  had  been  educated  at  the  Govern- 
ment expense,  ^et|  because  they  could  get  better 
pay  by  embarking  in  other  pursuits,  they  deserted 
thie  serviea  of  the  country  which  had  educated 
tJiem  and  prepared  ihcm  for  their  service.  He 
did  not  intend  to  detain  the  committee  at  present, 
Liut  he  must  be  permitted  to  say  to  those  who 
-were  infavorof  winding  up  the  concern,  that  they  I 
ought  not  to  vote  an  appropriation  of  a  single  dof- 
lur  to  that  institution,  unless  the  bill  contained  a 
provision,  in  language  as  emphatic  as  it  could  be 


made,  declaring  that  this  odious,  detestable,  and 
aristocratic  institution  shall  be  brought  to  a  close. 
If  it  did  not  cost  this  Government  a  single  dollar, 
he  would  still  be  unwillino;  that  it  should  be  kept 
up.  He  was  not  willing  llmt  the  door  of  promo- 
tion should  be  shut  against  the  honest  and  de- 
serving soldier,  and  that  a  few  dandies  and  band- 
box heroes,  educated  at  that  inatitution,  should 
enjoy  the  monopoly  of  all  the  offices. 

Mr.  F.  adverted  to  the  present  condition  of  the 
Army.  It  was  filled  up  uy  foreigners.  Native 
Americans,  to  whom  they  should  naturally  look 
na  the  defindera  of  the  country,  were  deterred 
from  entering  it.  It'would  be  wi-ll,  he  thought, 
to  have  a  committee  of  Investigation,  that  the  se- 
crets of  the  prison-house  might  be  discltfted,  and 
its  abuses  brought  to  light. 

Mr.  BLACK,  of  Georgia,  inquired  whether 
there  WAS  more  than  one  amendment  pending,  as 
he  was  desirous  of  offering  one  ? 

The  pending  amendment  was  reported  by  the 
Clerk,  being  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr. 
Hale. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky,  observed  that  what 
he  intended  to  say  should  be  very  brief.  If  there 
were  abuses,  let  them  be  remedied.  He  was  for 
reformation,  not  for  desolation.  He  considered 
this  a  most  important  Institution,  as  far  as  na- 
tional defense  was  concerned.  He  believed  there 
was  no  nation  of  Europe  which  did  not  possess 
an  institution  of  this  kind;  and  if  such  institu- 
tions were  necessary  in  Europe,  they  were  more 
so  in  this  country.  If  it  were  desirable  to  cherish 
a  miliiary  spirit  in  ihis  country,  a  proper  acad- 
emy for  education  was  Indispensaijie.  Mr.  D. 
took  occasion  to  speak  of  the  services  performed 
by  Lieutenant  Hanson,  of  this  city,  in  terms  of 
high  commendation. 

Mr.  BLACK,  of  Georgia,  said  he  desired  to 
offer  an  amendment  protective  of  the  lilll,  before 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
Hampshire,  which  was  destructive  of  the  bill, 
was  voted  upon. 

The  amendment  was  read,  as  follows: 

Strikeout  allafter '*  all/' and  insert:  "cailfu  trsdilaled 
at  VVef«t  Toint  Military  Arndeniy  i<linll,  if  required,  serve  in 
their  prctjifr  gnide  a<  iifflcors  in  llie  Army  of  the  United 
8latfM,  at  least,  for  and  dnrinic  the  tfnn  of  ten  year«  after 
their  nispeclive  Kradnations,  unless  permitted  by  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  t'iiit<'d  Huite^  tu  be  temporarily  nb^Mrnt  from 
sui:h  service ;  ami  that  nny  and  every  cndel.  tvilhin  Uitt 
terms  of  their  enacinient'),  who  shnll  cinitnivcne  Uie  same, 
shall  be  deemed  ai'd  held  to  be  a  deserter." 

Mr.  HARALSON  observed  that  the  amend- 
ment was  almost  precisely  similar  to  the  law,  as 
it  now  stands. 

Mr.  HALE  said  that  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia  would  seem  to  imply 
that  there  were  nnl  officers  enough;  whereas  llie 
truih  was  there  were  more  than  enough.  The 
difficulty  was,  there  were  already  too  many.  The 
Army  Register  showed  a  list  already  of  seventy 
supernumeraries;  and  more  were  being  turned  out 
upon  us  every  year.  The  gentleman  from  New 
York  had  made  a  most  unhappy  illustration  of 
the  necessity  for  educating  cadets  for  the  Army, 
by  comparing  them  with  the  midshipmen  in  the 
Navy.  What  was  the  service  rendered  by  mid- 
shipmen on  board  our  national  vessels .'  Abso- 
lutely none.  They  were  of  no  sort  of  use;  and 
precisely  so  was  it  with  these  cadets.  Mr.  H. 
went  un  to  argue  that  the  pay  of  the  officers -of 
the  Army  was  too  high,  and  instanced  that  of^a 
major  general  being  between  $7,000  and  $8,000  a 
year.  He  also  spoke  of  the  allowance  of  near 
$2Q0  a  year  to  each  of  these  supernumerary  sec- 
ond lieutenants  for  servants;  which  he  considered 
out  o(  place  in  a  democratic  republican  Govern- 
ment. He  supposed  this  allowance  of  |200  a 
year  for  servants  was  for  them  to  hand  superflu- 
ities to  these  supernumeraries.  He  denied  that 
General  Washington  ever  recommended  a  military 
academy  like  the  present  institution;  and  if  he 
bad  done  so,  he  would,  instead  of  proclaimiiu;  it, 
have  endeavored  lo  shield  bis  great  name  from 
such  a  reproach. 

Mr.  McClelland  addressed  the  committee 
infavorof  the  Miliuiry  Academy,  contending  for 
its  usefulness;  and  urged,  as  an  argument  in  its 
favor,  that  it  had  been  recommended  by  every 
President  of  the  United  Slates,  from  General 
Washington  down  to  this  day.  He  deprecated 
the  course  of  ultraism,  by  which,  he  was  of  opin- 
ion, nothing  could  be  gained  for  the  country;  and 
contended  that  the  education  of  officers  to  com- 
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I  mand  our  Army  was  as  necessary  as  Xhe  educa- 
tion of  persons  designed  for  other  professions. 
He  defended  the  institution  generally ,  and  highly 
extolled  the  characters  of  the  graduating  cadets. 

Mr.  HOLMES  hoped  the  ruthless  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  would 
not  be  adopted;  and  proceeded  to  show  the  ad- 
vantages of  educatingeven  sutiernumerary  officers 
for  our  Army,  as,  with  their  aid,  in  three  months, 
with  as  many  raw  recruits  as  we  had  now  disci- 
plined troops,  our  Army  might  be  doubled,  and 
be  efficient  for  the  purposes  of  national  defense. 
When  Great  Britain  found  that  we  had  no  Army, 
she  heoped  upon  us  insult  after  insult,  until  we 
were  driven  into  a  war,  all  unprepared  as  we  were. 
And  did  gcnilemen  imagine  that  there  was  now 
no  danger  of  war  lowering  upon  us  from  the  north- 
west? Amerie.ana  were- the  prompest  people  in 
the  world  to  take  measures  for  war  whenever  a 
territory  was  dispuied,  let  the  British  lion  growl 
as  he  might;  but  they  were  sadly  remiss  in  the 
matter  of  preparation.'  He  deprecated  the  feeling 
of  hostility  which  seemed  to  exist  towards  the 
Military  Academy  at  West  Point,  the  benefits  and 
advantages  of  which  he  proceeded  to  set  forth  at 
some  length. 

Mr.  WELLER  replied  to  the  speech  of  the 
entleman  from  South  Carolina.  The  gentleman 
lad  expressed  alawn  lest  this  institution',  which 
had  been  sustained  by  the  power  and  patronage 
of  the  Government,  was  now  to  be  destroyed  by 
the  wild  spirit  of  Democracy,  as  the  gentleman 
was  pleased  to  say;  which  amounted  to  neither 
more  nor  less  than  that  it  was  to  be  abolished  by 
the  same  power  which  created  it— viz:  the  will  of 
a  majority.  Mr.  W.  drew  a  comparison  between 
the  services  rendered  by  those  who  had  been 
educated  at  West  Point,  Rnd  those  who  had 
served  as  officers  In  the  Army,  not  having  been 
educated  there.  He  referred ,  In  particular,  to  the 
services  of  General  Dodge,  of  Wisconsin. 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Messrs. 
WELLER  and  WINTHROP;  when 

Mr.  BLACK,  of  Georgia,  haring  withdrawn 
his'amendment, 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  offered,  as  an  amendment 
to  the  pending  amendment,  the  proposition  sug- 
gested by  him  to  Mr.  Hale,  as  follows: 

That  no  money  appropriated  in  Ihia  bill,  or  taet«a<ter  to 
be  appropriated,  shall  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  nny  cadel 
hereatler  to  he  appointed  ;  and  the  terms  of  service  of  those 
who  have  warrants,  now  in  the  academy,  shall  be  held  to 
cease  from  and  after  four  years  from  Uie  lime  of  their  re- 
spective appoinlmenta. 

And  after  some  further  remarks  from  Messrs. 
SCHENCK  and  JOSEPH  R.  INGERSOLL, 

Mr.  STEENROD  moved  that  the  committee 
rise. 

And  upon  this  motion  tellers  were  ordered,  who 
reported — ayes  85,  noes  50. 

The  committee  rose  and  reported  progress. 

Mr.  0.  JOHNSON  offered  the  following  reso- 
lution: 

Retalted,  That  all  delate  on  tinuse  Mil  (No.  30)  "makinn 
appnipriaflnns  for  the  support  of  Uie  Mlliury  Academy  for 
lite  fiscal  year  ending  the  30th  day  of  June,  1845,"  shall 
cea-ie  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Uic  stale  of  the  Union 
within  Ave  m  nulea  afler  the  House  shall  resolve  itself  into 
a  commiltee;  and  that  the  House  will  immediately  resolva 
itself  Into  said  cninmiuee,  ami  the  eomniiltee  shall  Uien 
proceed  lo  vote  on  all  amendments  pending,  or  that  may 
lie  ofTered  to  said  bill ;  and  then  report  the  lauie  to  Uio 
House,  with  such  amendments  as  may  have  been  agreed  lo 
by  tile  commiuee,  unless  the  same  be  soqner  disposed  of. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  moved  that  the  House  ad- 
journ. 

And  upon  the  question  of  adjournment  tellers 
were  appointed;  but  before  the  votes  were  counted, 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays,  which  were  ordered;  and,  being  taken,  re- 
sulted— yeiih  62,  nays  66. 

So  the  House  adjourned. 

The  following  petitiwie,  presented  lo-day,  were  luinded 
to  Ibe  reporters  bv  the  ineinbers  presenting  them  : 

By  Mr.  WENTWOUTH  :  The  pellljoii  of  one  hundred 
citizens  of  Union  Omve,  Whiiesides  county,  Ibr  a  inail- 
roule  from  Chieago  to  Albany,  via  Babesck's  (>mve,  8u 
<  !harles,  Uycanwre,  Colionville,  and  Grand  Detour ;  which 
was  referred  u>  the  Committee  on  tlie  Tost  Office  and  Post 
Roads. 

Also,  the  petition  of  one  hundred  ritiiens  of  Wayne 
county,  Ohio,  for  extending  the  provisions  of  the  antinance 
of  1787,  relating  lo  Uie  Nortliwesl  territory,  over  Oregon  ; 
which  was  referred  lo  the  Committee  pn  Military  Affairs. 

By  Mr.  OWEN  :  The  memorial  of  Wesley  De  Brulee 
and  upwards  of  seven  hundred  oUiera.  of  Oranse,  Dubois, 
Warwick,  and  Gibson  counties,  Indinna,  pniying  a  grant  of 
land  for  the  enension  of  the  Wabasb  and  Erie  canal,  fioin 
Tetre  Uoute,  Indiana,  to  EvaosvUle,  on  the  Ohio. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


396 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


March  16, 


AIro,  the  memoriiil  ofC.  C.  Grahnni  and  three  handrcd 
*iid  eigliteeif  i)lher«;  of  John  J.  NpbIj-,  ond  one  hundred 
and  seventeen  others  ;  ofLoniA  C.  Smith  nnd  twenty-threv 
others;  of  Isaac  Montgomery  and  nine  others;  nf  R.  Ed* 
mundson  and  sevehiy-three  otliera  ;  anil  ofD.  W.  Breeae 
and  tiiitty-seveii  others ;  for  the  same  object. 

By  Mr.  DODGE.of  luwa:  A  roeinorialfrnm  the  Conncil 
and  House  «f  Representatives  oflhc  'I'erritory  of  Iowa,  rep- 
reseniini;  that  thv  pubhc  archives  nf  that  Territory  have 
bcrclofore  been  kept  at  tiie  cliy  of  Burlin(ion,  (where  the 
Ouvemor  nnd  Secretary  have  resided.)  a  distance  of  seventy 
or  eiglity  niiksa  from  the  capiuil  of  said  Territory,  which  tlic 
niefnoriallflts  regard  as  a  public  grievance,  and  iherefore 
ask  Coogteat  to  pnsa  a  law  requiring  tlie  said  Governor  and 
Secretary  of  Iowa  Territory  to  keep  their  offices  at  the  cap. 
iialofsaid  Territory,  and  to  keep  the  public  arcliives  there- 
in ;  which,  logetlier  with  a  letter  from  Governor  Chambers 
remiinsuating  against  tlie  expediency  of  f-ranlingthe  prayer 
of  the  menotialiau,  waa  refened  to  the  UommUlee  on  Ter- 
rltorie*. 

Abo,  another  l>nm  the  same  ImdyTrepreaenting  that  the 
Territory  of  Iowa  has  a  penitentiary  partly  finished  ;  that  a 
large  portinii  ol'  the  land  in  said  Territory  is  owned  by  the 
United  Stales,  and  not  taxable  ;  hence  arises  the  impoasl- 
hilily  of  raiding  a  aufficient  revenue  to  Siiiali  said  penileD  - 
tinry ;  and  praying  Congress  to  niake,  at  its  present  session, 
an  appwpriaiion  ol"  scvnity  two  sections  of  hind,  to  be  se- 
lected by  a  commiaajofler  appninletl  by  the  Governor  of  said 
Territoiy,  for  the  eompleiiou  of  said  penitentiary;  which 
was  referred  lo  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Also,  another  from  ibe  sainn  body,  representing  that  they 
are  strongly  impressed  with  the  opinion  that  Ihe  system  of 
trade  and  intercourse  with  Ihe  Indian  trilies,  as  at  preaent 
eaiabHslicd  by  the  existing  laws  of  the  United  States,  is 
radically  defective,  unjust,  and  ruinous  to  lite  Indians,  and 

firaeticnily  subversive  of  ihe  just  nnd  necessary  control  nnd 
iiDaFiic*  oT  the  Government  over  ihcm ;  and  urging  upmi 
Cnitgreoa  an  abandoninent  of  the  pmcticc  of  licensing  intders 
tn  go  among  them;  and  that  flie  Government  take  into  its 
own  hands  means  so  potent  as  those  pcisses!<(rd  by  llielruders 
under  the  present  system  of  conciliating  and  controlling  the 
Indians;  wliich,  together  with  a  iL'tlerfmni  GovernorCliam- 
hers,  expressing  his  decided  eoncurrcncv  in  the  views  ex- 
pressed by  the  Legislatiue,  was  referred  to  the  Committw 
un  Indinn  AITairs. 

By  WKIOHT.  of  Indiana:  The  pitltion  of  Johnson 

and  (ixiyaix  others,  riiiiena  of  the  county  of  Vigo,  In- 
diana, asking  fur  tlie  vaninl  lands  in  tli«  Vincennea  Innd 
district,  Indiana,  for  the  purpose  of  continuing  the  Wabash 
and  Erie  canal  from  Terre  Haute  to  Evansville,  Indiana; 
Which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Also,  additional  impers  in  the  claim  of  James  McArray, 
fhr  compensation  lor  work  and  lalutr  dnno  on  the  national 
road  ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ctainis. 

Hy  Mr.  HAYS:  Two  petitions  from  Crawford  nnd  Mer- 
cer counties,  Western  Pniinsylvania,  for  an  extension  of 
the  national  road  from  Laiin-I  Hill  to  the  harbor  of  Tresqae 
Isle,  on  Lake  Erie;  which  were  rvfemnl  vo  the  Coinmiltee 
on  Roads  and  Canals. 

By  Mr.  BIDLACK:  Three  peiiiinni  of  similar  tenor, 
from  citixen«  of  Felinaylvania,  praying  for  an  altemtion  in 
the  law  iu  relatina  to  coasting  licenses  upon  coal  boats. 
Also,  a  petition  from  Benjamin  F.  Wesley,  nn  invalid. 

By  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Ohio:  The  pelitinn  of  William 
Itout  and  sixty-three  others,  citizens  ol  WaAliJiigioii  coun- 
ty, Ohio,  praying  for  the  establishmeiitof  a  mail  route  from 
Little  llocklnickiiig  to  Plymouth,  in  aoid  county  ;  wliicll 
was  referred  to  the  Uomuiittee  on  the  Post  UlHce  and  Post 
Roads. 

By  Mr.  HOOE :  The.petitinn  of  N.  p.  French  and  ninety 
otlH'-rs,  citixens  of  llic  Suie  of  lllimiis,  jimying  the  cstah- 
lishment  of  a  ninil  route  from  Peorin,  Puorin  county.  Via 
Mount  Holly,  Wyoming.  Toulon,  the  seat  of  ju.<tice  of 
Stark  county,  Wetborsflrld,  Geniftissei'.  t^hamii,  Crnndcirs 
Ferry,  Parker's  Grove,  Oiler  Creek,  and  JohnsiHi's  Creek, 
to  Savannah,  In  Carroll  county,  in  said  Slate  of  Illinois ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Cnmmitteo  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads. 

Also,  Ihe  petition  of  Joseph   Kellogg  and  twenty  live 
others,  cilizeiis  of  Ogle  counly,  in  the  Stute  of  lUinois, 
praying  Congress  to  pass  a  law  making  conipcnsatlon  for  { 
ktsses  III  Ihe  Black  llawk  war;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Indian  AITatrs. 

By  Mr.  FICKLIN:  The  memorial  of  Tlmmas  Duncan 
and  niuety-two  others,  ciiizena  of  Sheltiy  comity,  Illinois, 
asking  an  appropriation  for  ibo  Uu|irovemeiit  of  the  Mia- 
cissiptii  nod  iu  trilntlaries. 

Also,  Ibo  memorial  of  U,  H,  Hunt  and  one  hundred  and 
seventy  six  others,  cilixeus  <»f  Clark  county,  lllinoi.<,  ask- 
ing nil  appropnaUuu  fur  the  cuiitiuualiou  of  the  CuiuherUiiid 
road. 

WAiyiifflTON,  Starch  13,  I8M. 

Bill :  In  the  report  nf  Ihe  ninariis  I  had  the  linnin'  to  make 
belore  the  Cnnraitttee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  Milliary  Acad- 
emy bW,  the  Ibnowlnglangnage  Is  ascribed  to  me: 

**  He  (Mr.  AaTMOoa)  mw  no  nneessity  of  having  eompa 
Hies  of  sixty  to  one  hundred  men  m  garrison  the  furls  on  the 
Atlantic  sea  Itoard.  He  w.-u  willing  that  the  posts  ou  the 
great  highway  to  the  On-gmi  should  have  men  lo  garrison 
tliein,  but  he'wanted  no  ariiiy  on  the  Atlantic  sea  board -'* 

Tboaghaurh  in  pifn,  iniglrt  bave'hren  my  language,  it 
does  not  place  me  in  the  true  position  1  had  assumed.  I 
was  eomendiiig  tor  a  reduction  ot  the  Army  to  at  lea^t  one 
half  of  its  pn:s«iii  numbers,  which  woulil  lln-n,  as  I  claimed, 
reave  a  snrlicient  force  for  the  (lencc  esfablishment.  The 
ledaction,  I  urged,  might  bemade  at  tlie  thru  on  the  Atlan- 
tic sea-board,  aome  nf  wliidi  -were  crowded  to  exeese,  gfv- 
Ing/OHr  tttmdrtii  as  the  greatest  iiunilHrr  of  men  at  a  station, 
instend  of  one  Annrfrcrf,  as  re[)orted.  But  I  never  meant  lo 
oay,  and  did  not,  to  my  reeoll<.>ctifm,  claim,  whHe  siieaking 
of  tlie  western  piaNa,  that  /  wanted  no  eruvy  9n  the  MUnUie 
tea  boiiri. 

Do  me  the  favor  to  make  the  correction,  and  oblige,  re- 
i*]iectfully  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  H.  SEYMOUR. 
n  tht  BUtor  of  lUe  OMe. 


IN  SENATE. 
Fridat,  March  15, 1844. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  ttmpore  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  communication  from  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, transmitting,  in  compliance  with  the 
third  section-  of  tlie  act  of  Congress  of  March, 
1843,  a  report  of  tlie  officers  of  the  mints,  of  as- 
says made  of  foreign  gold  and  silver  coin;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  and, 
on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Hoktinoton,  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Also,  a  copy  of  a  report  made  to  the  House  of 
Representatives  on  the  ISth.December  last,  upon 
the  subject  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  30lh  Au?usl, 
1842,  enUtled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal 
representatives  of  William  D.  Cheever;  which, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Woooburt,  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Claims.' 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment, transmitting,  in  compliance  with  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  Senate  of  the  28th  ultimo,  requiring 
the  Secretary  of  War  lo  report  to  the  Senate  a 
copy  of  the  report  made  to  the  Indian  depart- 
ment by  G.  M.  Butler,  agent  of  ihe  United 
Slates  lor  the  Cherokee  tribe  of  Indians,  and 
a  report  from  Mr.  Crawford,  the  Commissioner 
of  Indian  ARairs;  which,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Phelp>,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Afl'airs. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment, transmitting,  in  compliance  with  a  resolu- 
tion of  Ihe  Senate  of  the  loth  instant,  a  report 
from  the  United  States  mineral  agent  at  LakeSu- 

Kirior;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
oads  and  Canals. 

PETITIONS,  ETC. 

Mr.  .ALLEN  presented  a  memorial  from  citi- 
zens of  thf  county  of  Wayne,  Ohio,  asking  Con- 
gress to  extend  the  protection  of  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  over  the  Oregon  territory;  which 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  aiiill  for  that  pur- 
pose having  been  reported  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  BREESE  introduced  the  memorial  of 
William  S.  Wait,  and  6ve  hundred  other  citizens 
of  the  county  of  Bond,  Illinois,  praying  for  ade- 
quate appropriations  for  the  improvement  of  Ihe 
navigauoD  of  (he  Mississippi  river,  and  the 
lakes,  and  for  the  continuation  of  the  Cumber- 
land road. 

Mr.  B.,  on  pceaenting  Ibe  memorial,  remarked 
that,  some  weeks  since,  he  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  one  of  the  most  intelligent  citizens  of  the 
State  he  represents,  on  the  subjsctof  the  improve- 
ment of  the  navigation  of  (he  Mississippi  river, 
by  removing  (he  sna^s  and  other  obstructions  in 
i(,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. On  that  occasion,  he  adverted  to  some 
facts  for  the  consideration  of  the  Senate  and  Ihe 
country,  showing  the  pressin<r  necessity  for  the 
immediate  action  of  Congress  in  the  matter,  and 
ibe  claims  the  West  had  tn  adequate  appropria- 
tions 10  effect  the  desired  object.  He  coinmcnicd 
on  the  vast  and  constantly  increasing  trade  npon 
that  stream,  and  the  dangers  by  which  it  was 
beset;  and  claimed  for  that  portion  of  our  Con- 
federacy an  equal  share  in  all  the  benefits  of  its 
excellent  Constitution — an  application  to  it  of  the 
same  power  applied  in  aid  of  our  commerce  on 
the  sea-board. 

Mr..B.  said  he  had  now  to  present  Ihe  memo- 
rial of  a  committee  of  citizens  of  Bond  cnunljr.in 
the  State  of  Illinois,  praying  the  early  and  efficient 
attention  of  Congress  to  this  great  and  vastly 
important  subject,  and  asking  for  adequate  ap- 
propriations lor  the  rivers,  the  lakes,  and  (he 
Cumberland  road.  ' 

Mr.  B.  said  that  heretofore  the  appropriations 
for  these  several  objects  have  not  been  adequate. 
They  have  nor  been  measured  by  the  admitted 
importance  of  the  great  national  iittcresis  so  inti- 
matrly  linked  with  them,  and  so  dependent  upon 
them.  He  said  that  the  most  superficial  glance 
at  the  commerce  of  the  West,  carried  upon  those 
|;reat  inland  seas  and  ocean  streams,  growing  up 
in  a  few  years  from  an  amount  quite  insignificant 
lo  millions  employed  as  capital,  and  requiring 
expenditures  oiil^  to  be  Estimated  by  many  mil- 
lions, must  satisly  the  representatives  of  the  dif- 
ferent sections  of  the  nation  of  its  strong  claims 
to  the  aid  nnd  protection,  by  all  constitutional 
means,  of  the  national  Congress.  All  that  was 
desired  was,  thai  the  same  construction  should 


be  placed  upon  the  power  vested  in  Congress  to 
regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations  and 
among  the  several  Slates,  when  the  attention  is 
directed  westward,*lhat  has  for  years  been  placed 
upon  it  when  turned  in  another  direction.  He  felt 
assured  thatCongreas  would,  in  view  of  the  mag. 
nitude  of  these  interests,  be  induced  to  make  ade- 
quate appropriations  to  protect  and  ndvaniK  ihem; 
and  while  many  millions  are  naked  and  obtained 
for  the  protection  of  our  commerce  upon  the  seas, 
not  more  than  one  million  will  be  required  for 
that  of  our  great  rivers  and  lakes. 

Mr.  B.  said  it  was  well  known  that  the  com- 
merce of  the  lakes  had  increased  most  surpris- 
ingly in  a  few  years;  and  on  onelif  them  (Lake 
Michigan)  there  was  but  a  single  harbor— that 
of  Chicago;  and  that  not  in  a  secure  state.  The 
growth  of  that  place,  from 'a  hamlet  in  1832  to  a  . 
city  now  of  near  nine  thousand  inhabitants,  and 
with  a  tonnage  nf  one  hundred  and  seventeen 
thousand  tons,  may  be  cited  as  an  instance  of  Ihe 
ad  vancement  of  the  West  generally,  and  presents 
a  strong  claim  to  our  favorable  regard. 

In  regard  to  the  Cuinberland  road,  which  is 
another  national  work  presented  in  the  memorial, 
it  had  always  been  understood  that  the  nation  was 
committed  to  its  completion  and  to  its  extensioo 
(o  the  capital  uf  Missouri;  and  ere  long  he  hoped 
it  would  be  engaged  in  completing  it  to  the  Co- 
lumbia valley.  Seven  States,  through  which  it  is 
projected,  and  in  some  of  them  completed,  are 
deeply  solicitous  on  this  subject,  and  could  jusily 
reproach  the  Government  with  delaying  action 
upon  it.  The  compact  with  the  Slates,  under 
which  this  road  was  commenced,  has  been  of  im- 
mense advantage  to  the  United  States,  as  it  has 
been  the  inducement  to  thousands  lo  purchase 
Government  land  and  settle  upon  it.  Great  nam- 
bers  have  been  allured,  by  this  supposed  pleil^ 
of  the  Government  to  make  this  road,  to  embark 
their  all  in  lands  upon  the  route,  trusting  to  that 
work  to  make  them  valuable,  and  by  wliich  we 
have  been  enabled  to  sell  large  (racts  whieb  woold 
otherwise  be  at  this  moment  a  part  of  the  public 
domain.  Besides  all,  in  virtue  of  this  compact, 
the  new  States  agrectl  not  to  tax  the  lands  of  liie 
Government,  by  which  they  have  been  deprived 
of,  in  mere  revenues,  more  than  sufficient  to  have 
completed  the  road  according  to  the  original  de- 
sign. In  addition  to  this,  no  complaint  shoulil  be 
indulged  towards  the  new  Sutes  for  asking  the 
Government  to  carry  on  thi«  work,  when  it  is 
considered  that  i(  is  or  was  the  owner  of  ihe 
largest  part  of  the  land  in  (he  StaUs  with  which 
the  compact  was  made.  It  was  good  policy,  u 
an  inducement  to  purchasers  of  Isnd,  to  make  die 
compact;  and  it  is  but  just  to  the  Slates  that  it 
should  be  carrieil  out.  Unlike  the  old  States, thejr 
owniioneofthe  public  domain  Within  them.  They 
have  had  no  fund, such  as  theirelder  sisters  have 
enjoyed,  by  which  lo  project  and  carry  on  worici 
of  this  description.  If  (hey  had,  no  such  cooi- 
pact  wodid  have  been  entered  into,  and  no  appesli 
to  Congress  wdUld  have  been  urged.  If  they  were 
iu  the  same  condition  the  original  States  sre,  with 
respea  to  the  land  within  their  liroiu,  they  would 
have  no  claim  upon  the  attention  of  Congress.  It 
seemed  to  iiim  a  measure  which  Mr.  Jeflenoa 
proposed,  and  which  has  been  advanced,  moie  or 
less,  under  every  AdmiiMStration  except  the' pres- 
ent, cannot  be  unconstitutional,  and  that  soand 
policy  requires  its  8|>ecdy  completion.  The  Com- 
mittee on  Roads  and  Canals  iiad  reported  s  bill 
proposing  to  appropriate  for  this  road,  in  Ohio, 
§1(10,000,  and  for  each  of  the  States  of  Indiana 
and  Illinois,  $150,0(10;  and  he  earnestly  hoped 
that  it  would  receive  the  favorable  assent  of  Con- 
gress. He  relied  confidently  upon  iu  sense  of 
justice  so  operating  as  to  gran(  adequate  apprs- 
prialions  fur  (lie  rivers  and  lakes. 

He  (hen  moved  (ha(  the  memorial  shooH  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and  that 
it  be  printed;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KING  presented  a  petition  from  (he  heirs 
of  William  Fisher,  praying  (he  confirroationof 
his  claim  to  a  tract  of  land;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Private  L.and  Claims. 
REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  PORTER,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals,  reported  back,  with  an  amendroeot. 
House  bill  emitted  an  act  confirmiiie  and  asseni- 
iiig  to  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Virginia,  A- 
titled  "  An  act  further  to  amend  the  act  lacor- 
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porating  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Com- 
pany." 

Mr.  BERRIEN,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  made  an  adverse  reporton  the  petition 
of  P.  S.  V.  Hamot,  praying  for  the  refundini;  of 
a  sum  of  money  recovered  from  him  as  a  surety 
of  a  defaulting  collector;  and  an  adverse.report 
on  the  petition  of  John  Hanca,  late  marshal  of 
the  district  of  Alabama,  praying  for  the  adjust- 
ment of  his  accounts  for  the  maintenance  of  cer- 
tain captured  Africans;  which  wet9  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  BATES,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
made  an  adviirse  report  on  the  petition  of  Mica- 
jah  French ;  which  was  ordered  to  lieon  the  table, 
and  be  primed. 

Mr.  WALKER,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  respecting  the  boundary 
line  of  the  Slate  of  Missouri;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  W.  also  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
John  Grant;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a 
•econd  reading. 

FOX  AND  WISCONSIN  RIVERS. 
Mr.  TALLMADGE,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  to  which  had  been  recommitted  the 
bill  for  the  improvement  of  the  Fox  and  Wiscon- 
sin rivers,  and  to  connect  the  same  by  a  canal  in 
the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  reported  the  same 
back,  with  an  amendmeni,  striking  out  the  por- 
tion of  the  bill  adopted  on  an  amendment  of  the 
Senator  from  North  Carolina,  requiring  that  the 
lands  appropriated  by  itsliall  be  deducted  from 
the  five  Hundred  thousand  acres  to  which  tliat 
Territory  will  be  entitled  under  ihe  distribution 
act  when  she  shall  be  admitted  as  a  State  into  the 
Union;  and  an  amendmeni  aceeptmg  the  propo- 
■ition  of  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Allen,] 
providing  that  the  act  should  be  of  no  validity  or 
force  until  accepted  by  the  Legislative  Council  of 
Wisconsin. 

Air.  T.  remarked,  that  if  the  amendments  of 
the  committee  were  adopted,  the  bill  would  then 
provide  that  the  three  hundred  and  twenty  thou- 
sand acres  now  granted  shall  not  be  deducted 
tTrom  the  five  hundred  thousand  acres  to  which 
W  isconstn  will  be  entitled  under  the  dislribuiion 
ac<  when  she  becomes  a  State;  and  provided  that 
her  assent  shall  be  had  before  the  law  be  of 
force. 

Jdr.  HAYWOOD  made  an  effort  to  have  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  postponed  till  to-mor- 
row, to  enable  him  to  express  his  views  in  oppo- 
.  aition  to  it,  in  the  form  which  it  had  been  madt 
to  assume. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  and  Mr.  WALKER  op- 
posed that  request,  on  the  ground  that  action  oh 
the  bill  had  been  protracted  unusually  long  by 
frequent  postponements. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  also  desired  that  it  should  be 
postponed,  with  a  view  to  have'  the  proposed 
amendments  printed. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  said  the  amendments  had 
been  already  before  the  Senate,  and  discussed; 
that  they  were  sjmple,  and  easily  understood; 
and.  restated  what  they  proposed. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  proposi- 
tion to  postpone  all  the  j>revious  orders,  with  a 
▼iew  to  take  up  this  bilk 

The  motion  was  agreed  to — ayes  twenty-four, 
noes  not  counted. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 
The  PRESIDING  OFFICER  stated  that  the 
qaeation  would  be  first  taken  on  the  adoption  of 
the  amendment  providing  that  the  land  appro- 
priated by  this  bill  shall  not  be  in  part  of  the  five 
hundred  thousand  acres  to  which  Wisconsin  shall 
be  entitled  by  the  distribution  law,  when  she  is 
sultnitted  as<a  State  into  the  Upion. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  striking  oul  the  word  "  not,"  so  as  to 
make  tae  land  appropriated  by  this  bill  part  of 
the  fire  hundred  tnousand  acres  to  which  Wis- 
conain  will  be  entitled  by  the  distribution  act. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  thought  the  amendment  ought 
to  be  adopted.  This  being  merely  an  appropria- 
tion to  make  a  work  on  the  pubhc  account;  it 
^rould  not  be  right  or  equitable  to  charge  Wis- 
consin with  the  cost,  or  to  attempt  to  take  from 
her,  for  such  purpose,  any  portion  of  an  appro- 


priation made  by  a  former  law.  It  would  not,  he  | 
repeated,  be  rignl  or  proper  to  impose  on  Wis-  ■ 
consin  the  task  of  paying  for  a  work  which  itwns  I 
expressly  stated  was  for  the  national  good.  He  ' 
doubted  very'  much  whether  Congress  had  the  | 
power  to  take  back  any  part  of  wliat  they  had 
previously  granted.  •  . 

Mr.  WbODBRIDGB,  as  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee reporting  the  bill,  felt  gratified  in  finiling 
the  sentiments  just  expressed  by  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Ohio  to  concur  perfectly  with  his 
own.  It  would,  in  his  opinion,  be  unjust  in  the 
extreme  (o  deprive  Wisconsin  of  the  portion  of 
land  necessary  to  carry  out  this  great  national 
undertaking.  He  was  certain,  if  the  many  ben- 
efits which  the  perfecting  this  work  would  give 
to  Ihe  public  were  sufficiently  understood,  the  bill 
would  meet  with  the  ununimous  concurrence  of 
the  Senate.  It  commended  itself  to  their  consid- 
eration as  a  great  national  work,  which,  by  open- 
ing the  public  domain,  offered  an  encouragement 
to  emigrants  that  would  speedily  be  soiznd  on; 
purchasers  for  the  land  would  be  found  in  abund- 
ance, and  its  value  consequently  enhanced.  Tnis 
work  would  add  to  the  national  prosperity — would 
augment  the  revenue  by  increasing  the  internal 
commerce  of  the  States;  it  would  open  an  avenue 
10  facilitate  military  operations,  and  in  the  event 
of  war  would  offer  immense  advantages  in  the 
celerity  with  which  troops  could  be  concentrated 
on  any  point  of  the  frontier.  It  should  not,  there- 
fore, be  charged  on  Wisconsin;  it  would  be  c  ruel 
tndcpiive  her  of  any  portion  of  what  was  granted 
to  her  in  common  with  otherafor  the  carrying  out 
a  work  altogether  national.  He  hoped  that  the 
light  iiT  which  the  subject  was  placed  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Ohio,  would  do  away  with  all  opposi- 
tion to  the  bill  as  now  proposed. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  had  but  just  entered  the 
Chamber,  and  wished  for  information  on  tlie 
question  under  consideration. 

The  PRESIDENT  read  the  amendment  re- 
ported by  the  committee. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  was  prepired  to  vote  for'the 
bill,  as  long  as  he  regarded  it  beneficial  to  the  Ter- 
ritory, provided  such  benefit  was  first  acknowl- 
edged by  the  consent  of  the  legislntive  council  of 
the  Territory,  to  accept  it  as  part  of  the  donation 
of  fivehnndred  thousand  acres  provided  for  by  the 
distribution  act;  but,  as  the  bill  now  stood,  it  was 
a  gratuitous  donation  by  the  United  States  for  the 
purpose  of  cutting  a  canal  through  a  wilderness. 
He  thought  any  legislative  action  would  be  pre- 
mature; and  any  expenditure  would  be  money 
thrown  away  on  an  illusory  project. 

Mr.  KING  was  one  of  those  who  advoeated 
the  bill  as  originally  reported;  and  In  that  shape 
would  have  given  it  his  support.  He  considered 
some  of  the  amendments  offered  as  unnecessary. 
That  of  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina  did  not 
make  the  bill  better  or  strongi^r.  It  only  made  it 
on  one  point  more  explicit.  By  the  distribution 
act,  grants  to  new  Stales  were  hmited  to  five  hun- 
dred thousand  acres,  and  to  Territories  when  they 
became  Slates,  also  five  hundred  liiousand  acres; 
in  the  last  case,  it  being  specially  provided  that, 
in  the  time  intervening  between  the  passage  of 
said  law  and  the  acknowledgment  and  reception 
of  such  Territory  as  a  State  into  the  Union,  any 

fraiit  made  should  be  considered  a  portion  of  the 
ve  hundred  thousand  acres,  and  as  such,  de- 
ducted when  the  time  arrived  for  conferring  the 
first  grant.  Thus  the  law,  as  it  now  stands,  ren- 
dered ihe  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  North 
Carolina  wholly  unnecessary.  The  proposition 
now  before  the  Senate ,  does  not  confine  itself  to  the 
five  hundred  thousand  acres,  but  goes  far  beyond 
it.  It  is  true  that  other  Slates  have  got  more  than 
the  limitations  allowed;  Ohio,  for  instance,  got 
double,  but  it  was  firet  salisfactorily  shown  that 
it  was  really  for  the  public  benefit;  but  on  Ihe 
other  side,  Alabama  only  got  in  reality  one  hun- 
dred thousand  acres,  tlie  remaining  four  hurdred 
thousand  acres  with  which  she  was  charged,  go- 
ing wholly  to  the  completion  of  a  national  work 
— the  removal  of  obstructions  in  the  Tennessee 
river — from  which  Alabama  received  no  more  ben- 
efit than  any  of  the' adjoining  States.  With  every 
wish  to  be  liberal  to  the  Territory,  he  was  not 
prepared  to  disturb  the  original  law,  unless  it  was 
made  apparent  that  doing  so  would  be  for  the 
general  good,  and  for  the  advancement  of  the  in- 
ternal commerce  of  the  Territory.  He  was  ready 
to  give  the  land  originally  asked  for  by  the  bill, 


without  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Nnrih  Carolina;  becaiise  the  law,  as  it  stood, 
would  do  all  that  the  amendment  proposed,  un- 
less that  law  was  repealed — which  it  would  be, if 
the  amendment  now  proposed  by  the  Senator 
from  New  York  was  agreed  to.  If  that  law  was 
repealed  in  regard  to  the  Territory,  it  should  be 
also  repealed  in  regard  to  other  States  where 
works,  in  a  national  point  of  view,  of  far  more 
importance,  were  at  a  stand  for  want  of  meana 
to  proceed. 

If  it  was  desirable  to  give  to  Wisconsin  eight 
or  nine  hundred  thousand  acres  of  ihe  public  land, 
instend  of  the  five  hundred  thousand  provided  by 
the  distribution  act,  why  let  it  be  so;  but  let  it 
not  be  done  in  a  way  invidious  to  any  other  State 
or  Territory,  where' works  of  more  importance 
were  required  to  becflfected.  He  called  the  atten- 
lion  of  Senaton  to  Florida,  where  there  was  a 
work  of  far  greater  importance — the  connecting 
of  the  Atlantic  with  the  Gulf.  This  work  em- 
braced our  whole  coasting  trade,  and  would  be  of 
universal  benefit.  As  tlie  question  now  stood, 
he  felt  bound  to  vote  for  the  amendment  ofiTered 
by  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  said  it  was  a  strange  mistake  to 
call  this  bill  agrantto  Wisconsin.  If  we  read  the 
bill.it  wOultl  be  found  that  it  contained  no  grant 
to  Wisconsin.  There  was  a  slight  leaning  that 
way,  perhaps,  in  the  clause  respecting  the  repair* 
and  tolls  of  the  canal.  Wisconsin  wss  to  be  at 
the  expense  of  the  repaira,  and  be  restricted  from 
imposing  tolls.  This  was  an  idle  and  inoperative 
provision,  to  require  Wisconsin,  when  she  be- 
came a  Stale,  to  Keep  this  canal  in  repair.  Who 
was  to  own  the  caDal.'  There  was  to  be  a  great 
public  work  for  the  use  of  t^ie  people  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  yet  it  was  to  be  kept  in  repair  by 
a  Territory  until  the  Territory  became  a  State, 
and  then  by  the  Slate,  It  was  perfeetfy  idle  to 
require  this  from  Wisconsin.  If  we  give  the  canal 
to  Wisconsin,  she  will  probably  keep  it  in  repair 
if  she  finds  that  it  produces  her  anything.  But 
it  was  to  belong  to  the  United  States;  and  though 
we  did  not  give  it  to  Wisconsin,  yet  wo  provided 
that  she  should  keep  it  in  repair.  The  canal  woa 
to  be  constructed  by  the  Government,  and  was 
claimed  and  retained  as  Government  property, 
and  yel  it  was  to  be  built  and  kept  in  repair  at 
the  expense  of  Wisconsin.  Wisconsin  was  to 
be  bound  not  to  increase  the  tolls,  and  yet  there 
was  no  griint  of  the  property  to  her.  These  pro- 
visions of  the  bill  were  utterly  futile  and  worth- 
less. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE,  though  not  as  well 
versed  in  biblical  or  scriptural  knowledge  as  tlie 
honorable  Senator  from  Ohio,  recollected  that 
portion  which  says,  "  suffirieiit  unto  the  ^ay  ia 
the  evil  thereof. "  When  Wisconsin  came  before 
us  OS  a  State,  then  the  whole  matter  would  be  in 
our  own  hands,  and  the  amount  of  tolls,  and  their 
manner  of  collection,  easily  settled.  He  alluded 
as  a  precedent  to  the  Cumberland  road,  the  his- 
tory of  which  was  the  same  as  that  of  .the  pro- 
posed work  now  before  the  Senate;  the  only  dif- 
ference being,  thai,  for  that  work,  millions  were 
paid  out  of  the  public  Treasury,  while  for  tbia 
there  was  not  one  cent  required. 

Mr.  ALLEN  thought  that  the  vote  should  be 
taken  on  the  proposition  now  before  the  Senate, 
as  that  would,  in  a  groat  measure,  determine  the 
character  of  the  bill.  He  had  amendments  to 
propose,  which  would  affect  other  portions  of  the 
bill,  but  would  defer  doing  lo  until  ibo  vote  waa 
taken.  • 

Mr.  WOODBURY  underatood  that  what  origi« 
nolly  appeared  as  an  appropriation,  bow  ossunwd 
the  form  of  a  grant. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  explained.  The  word 
'•  grant"  was  not  in  the  bill.  The  word  "  appro- 
priation" waa  in  every  place  substituted  for  it, 

Mr.  WOODBURY.  Whether  appronriatton 
or  grant,  it  was  much  the  same,  as  he  unuerstood 
it.  By  the  bill,  it  was  provided  to  grant  alternate 
seolions  extending  a  certain  depth  on  both  aide* 
of  Ihe  rivers,  under  the  idea  thai,  by  doing  so, 
the  reserved  portions  would  seU  for  double;  bat 
as  there  may  be  a  great  portion  sold,  aad  it  ia 
proposed  to  grant  other  aeelions  inlieu  of  such 
for  which  no  compensation  would  be  received,  he 
could  not  agree  to  it,  without  charging  to  the  Ter- 
ritory the  land  selected  elsewhere,  ainl  asking  the 
assent  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  lerri- 
tory. 
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Mr.  WRIGHT  wan  prevented,  until  this  morn- 
ing, from  paying  that  attention  to  the  bill  which 
it  required;  iiiicl  he  rose  more  for  the  purpose  of 
making  inquiries  than  of  advancing  any  decided 
opinion,  if  his  inrurmaticHi  was  yieU  founded,  it 
was  provided  by  this  bill  to  give  alternate  sections, 
being  two  miles  wide,  and  extending  on  both  sides 
from  (he  mouth  of  each  river  to  the  point  where 
the  canal  was  lo  intersect.  He  had  no  knowledge 
himself  of  what  distance  that  would  be;  but,  from 
inquiries  made  of  a  gentleman  well  ncquainlcd 
with  the  country,  he  was  led  losuppose  Lbatfrom 
the  portage  of  the  Wisconsin  river  to  the  cnnal 
would  not  be  much  less  than  two  hundred  miles; 
and  from  the  portage  of  the  Fuz  river  to  the  canal 
about  the  same  distance-. 

Air.  WOOOBRIDGE  said  the  distance  was  not 
BO  great;  it  was  explicitly  stated  in  (he  report  fur- 
nished by  the  War  Department. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  asked  what  distance  it  was? 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE  was  not  at  that  moment 
prepared  to  say. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  daid  the  distance  within  the 
Territory  of  Wisconsin  was  two  liuodrcd  and  ten 
miles. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presumed  that  two  hundred 
and  ten  miles  was  the  distance  by  survey,  but 
not  by  (he  winding  of  the  stream,  which  would 
be  the  real  distance  for  them  to  consider.  Those 
sections,  were  also  granted  on  the  borders  of  the 
different  lakes  in  the  route  except  Winnebago. 
Those  sections  of  (wo  miles  in  width,  and  of  the 
length  described, 'are  to  be  given  on  the  assump- 
tion that  we  retain  in  the  reserved  sections  the 
worth  of  botli.  It  was,  be  thought,  necessary  to 
consider  what  work  was  to  be-done  in  return  for 
(hese  large  appropriations. .  On  inquiry,  be  was 
told  a  canal.  He  did  not  know  the  geography  of 
the  country,  and  could  not  say  what  length  this 
canal  was  to  be;  but,  from  information  received, 
he  was  led  lo  believe  that  it  would  not  extend  to 
more,  at  (he  outside,  than  one  mile  and  n  hulf.  If 
such  was  the  case,  he  thought  the  proposed  pay- 
ment was  wholly  disproportionate  with  the  work. 
There  were  certain  phrases  to  be  found  in  (he  bill 
which  would  leave  a  superficial  observer  to  sup- 
pose that  the  improvement  of  the  Fox  and  Wis- 
consin rivers  was  also  provided  for,  as  well  as  the 
culling  of  (his  canal;  but  a  careful  examination 
would  show  that  (bene  was  no  obligaUon  to  im- 
prove (he  navigation  of  those  rivers. 

He  though(,  therefore,  that  (he  cutting  of  a 
canal  one  mile  and  a  half  long,  was  not  an  equiv- 
alent for  an  appropriation  of  iwo  hundred  miles; 
and  he  could  not  tell  how  much  more  by  going 
round  (he  streams.  To  accomplish  this  work,  it 
was  proposed  to  offer  the  alternate  sections  for 
■ale — the  lots  fronting  the  riverat  fjQ  50  peracre; 
(hose  in  (he  rear. at  Government  price,  and  sec- 
tions reserved  by  Government  at  not  less  than 
two  dollars  per  acre;  but  for  any  of  the  alternate 
sections  alreadysold, other  lands  were  to  begiven, 
for  which  no  compensation  was  to  be  received. 
He  thought  an  inquiry  should  be  made  as  to  wha( 
sections  still  remained  open  for  sale;  and  that  a 
provision  should  be  made,  preventing  any  private 
sale  of  them  from  this  date.  If  tliis  was  not 
done,  he  thought  they  would  not  be  (roubled  with 
such  of  the  alternate  sections  as  were  of  any 
value,  when  the  bill  became  a  law.  If  (he  bill 
retained  the  same  form  it  did  a  few  days a^o,  and 
had  (h«  amendment  of  (he  Scnacor  from  Ohio  been 
adop(ed,  be  would  have  voted  for  it.  Asi(s(ood, 
he  could  not. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  explained  that,  during 
the  long  time  this  bill  had  been  under  discussion, 
the  details  which  his  colleague  had  referred  to 
were  clearly  pointed  out.  But  as  to  the  length  of 
the  line  of  grant,  his  colleague  was  nearly  correct. 
He,  however,  referred  to  the  act  itself  to  show 
that  the  complete  improvement  of  the  navigation 
along  the  whole  line  was  contemplated.  As  to 
the  mode  of  alternate  sections,  that  was  at  (he 
reqttes(  of  (be  Terri(orT,  aa  expressed  in  its  me- 
morial. It  was  a  beneficial  provision;  which  had 
been  given  as  grants  to  other  Stales.  The  object 
was  to  prevent  any  loss  to  the  General  Govern- 
ment,'<white  a  great  public  naUonal  work  would 
be  accomplished.  He  could  no(  see  that  any  other 
eonatmction  could  be  put  upon  the  act,  than  that 
the  work  should  only  progress  as  the  money  from 
the  sale  of  the  lands  came  into  the  Treasury  for 
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ESIDING  OFFICER  then  stated  the 


C ending  question,  in  answer  to  a  question  asked 
y  Mr.  Crittendcn. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  ya.<i  quite  prepared  to  adopt 
the  suggestion  of  the  Seimtor  from  New  Hamp- 
shire— io  give  the  alternate  sccilons,  if  they  are 
kept  available  for  that  purpose,  nnd  provided  the 
rest^ime  out  of  the  five  hundred  thousand  acres 
given  by  the  distribuiion  act.  There  could  be  no 
sucK  advantage  as  an  additional  price  for  lands 
to  be  taken  up  elsewhere,  in  lieu  of  the  alternate 
sections. 

Mr.  SEVIER  stated   his  reasons  for  voting 

against  ihv  amendment.    The  memorial  frnnvthc 

Territory  for  this  grant  wos  presented  before  the 

dislribution  act.     If  this  act  was  passed  through 

wilh  the  amendment  now  proposed,  it  would  b« 

taking  from  the  Ti'i-ritoryall  the  benefit  intended 

by  the  distribution  act,  and  disposing  of  it  in  a 

remote  corner  of  the  Territory,  at  the  will  of  the 

General  Government,  and  for  its  own  purposes. 

I     Mr.  CRITTENDEN  thought  it  would  facilitate 

I  the  inaticr  to  make  the  grant  simply  na  the  bill 

I  was  originally  reported,  for  the  object  in  view, 

and  to  leave  it  for  those  who  come  after  to  decide 

whether  the  grant  is  to  be  token  oulof  (he  amount 

given  by  the  distribution  act. 

Mr.  WALKER  hoped  the  amendment  would 
not  prevail.  He  was  in  favor  of  the  suggestion 
of  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire — ihat  of 
granting  ihealtcrnatesectiuns;thercsul(of  which 
would  be,  that  ihe  remaining  sections  would  be 
sold  for  the  price  of  the  whole,  but  for  this  im- 
provement,wilhoutany  loss  to  the  General  Gov- 
crnmenl.  He  wished  such  an  arrangement  were 
inndi!  with  all  the  new  States  for  promoling  great 
works  of  national  improvement.  Nothing  was 
more  certain  than  that,  in  the  progress  of  lime, 
the  full  value  of  those  granlR,  and  a  great  deal 
more,  would  be  returned  (o  (he  General  Govern- 
ment, in  the  beneficial  eflects  resulting  from 
them. 

This  grant  assumes  the  case  of  the  grants  made 
to  Ohio  and  Indiana,  the  result  of  which  was, 
that  the  reserved  sections  of  (he  Government 
lands  not  only  sold  for  more,  but  (hat  even  the 
unreserved  lands  came  much  sooner  into  market 
than  they  otherwise  would  have  done,  and  thereby 
became  availniile  to  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  PORTER  observed  (here  were  but  two 
instances  in  which  the  minimum  price  of  the  al- 
ternate sections  was  raised  to  (2  50  peracre,  as 
now  proposed  in  reference  to  (his  gran(  (o  Wis- 
consin. But  if  (he  amendment  of  the  Sonutor 
from  North  Carolina  were  adopted,  it  would,  in 
effect,  restrict  Ihe  Territory  from  selling  any  por- 
tion of  the  five  hundred  thousand  acres  granted 
to  her  by  the  distribution  act,  for  less  than  (3  50 
per  acre;  whereas  the  other  States,  getting  five 
hundred  thousand  acres  each,  would  beat  liberty 
to  sell  at  the  ordinary  miiiiinum  price  of  $1  25 
per  acre.  He  hoped  the  Senate  would  not  adopt 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  that  whatever  might.be  the 
fate  of  the  |)ending  amendment,  he  would  ulti- 
mately renew  hia  amendment  proposed  yester- 
day. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  on  Mr.  Hat- 
wood'i  amendment  to  strike  out  (he  word  "  not," 
and  resulted  in  (he  neg;a(ive — yeas  H,  nays  31; 
follows: 

YCA8— Mewra.  Albertnn,  Ba(<ijr,  Baehsnan,  Clayinn, 
Colqiiiil,  Pairfleld,  Uaywund,  Kiiq;,  Maiifuoi,  Sturgeon, 
>n<J  IVriKht— 11. 

N.\VS— Memre.  Allen,  Archer,  Alcliiunn,  Bate*, Breesr, 
Chonte,  (Mitenden,  Evfins,  Frwter,  Pninciti.  Fuhon,  Han- 
ncjpin,  lleiiderK}n.  tlufer.  Jnmairiii,  JohiisDii,  Merrick, 
Miller.  Morehead,  Porter,  Rives.  Scniple.  Sevier,  Siuunuiw, 
'J'allmnilge,  T.ipprin,  Upliani,  VVsllier,  Wbitu,  VVuoUUrtdge, 
and  Woodliury— 31. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  offered  an  amendment,  pro- 
posing to  strike  out  so  much  of  the  section  as 
relates  to  the  selection  of  other  lands  iu  lieu  of 
alternate  sections  taken  up. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  ALLEN  now  renewed  his  amendment  of 
an  additional  proviso,  to  the  effect  that  the  act 
should  not  take  effect  till  the  Territory  of  Wis- 
consin signify  iu  acceptance  of  its  provisions. 
He  agteed  with  his  colleague  (ha(  (his  was  not  a 
grant,  butan  appropriation;  differing  in  no  essen- 
tial particolar  from  an  appropriation  of  money, 
except  so  far  as  it  designates  the  source  from 
which  the  money  is-  to  be  obtained.  Suppose 
this  work  is  incomplete  when  the  Territory  be- 
comes a  State:  who  is  to  finish  it?    In  all  proba- 


bility the  next  session  of  Congress  would  have  to 
admit  the  Territory  as  a  sovereign  Slate  into  iIk 
Union.     Congress  met  next  session.  Wiscoii>in 
presented  herself  for  admission  into  the  Union. 
It  was  not  a  matter  of  discrciiun  whh  Congrrai 
In  refuse  to  admit  her.     We  could  not  say  lu  the 
Territory  of  Wisconsin,  "  wc  have  completed  a 
great  public  work,  and  we  will  not  now  admit 
you."  The  Constitui ion  required  that  she  should 
be  admitted,  after  fulfilling  iu  proviaions,    W« 
met  here  ousihe  first  day  of  the  next  ietiion,  fur 
instance.    The  Secretary  of  War,  in  his  annua! 
report,  informed  us  that  the  public  landa  desig- 
nated to  be  sold  had  not  yet  been  sold;  and  the 
very  same  doy  the  Territory  of  WiacoDsin  pre- 
sents herself  to  Congress  for  adinisaioii. 
'  How  is  Congress  to  act.'    How  did  this  bill 
place  you  ?    You  are  to  admit  (he  Territory;  tliitt 
you  cannot  nvoid .  The  Constitution  commuuda, 
nnd  you  obey.    The  people  of  Wiscousiu  liavta 
right,  under  the  Coiisiitutioir,  (o  be  admitted, and 
Coi>gress  could  not  exclude  Iter  from  lb«  Uninn. 
You  hove,  then,  to  convert  the  Territory  of  Wia- 
consin  into  a  State  before  one  solitary  proviaion 
of  this  bill  has  been  executed  in  any  particular. 
He  asked  who  was  (o  execute  the  terms  of  the 
bill?     Here  was  the  Federal  Government  proa- 
ecu(ing  a  work  within  the  jurisdiction  of  a  sover- 
eign State,  enjoying  its  full   sovereign  po«er, 
without   the  consent  of  that  sovereignty.    He 
asked,  where  were  we  to  get  authority  to  do 
that?    The  answer  was,  ainiply,  there  was  no 
authority  at  all.     Either  the  grant  must  be  un- 
conditionally made,  or  it  was  unconatitutiorailly 
made.     If  it  was  proposed  that  the  FederslGov- 
eminent  should  execute  this  work,  let  it  aaysa; 
but  not  pretend  lo  make  it  a  kind  of  ciMliiinn, 
by  which  the  work  was  to  be  done  jointly  by  the 
two  Guvernnients.     If  the  work  was  to  be  don* 
solely  at  the  expense  of  the  General  Government, 
letit  be  so  done.   -TheGeneral  Goveriinwnl  bad 
no  risht  to  impose  conditions  upon  the  Territory 
of  Wisiwnsin  without  the  consent  of  that  Ter- 
ritory. 

There  might  be  oi  her  evils  arising  to  the  pcopla 
of  Wisconsin,  liekides  those  in  relalinn  tor  tbe 
increase  of  tolls  on  this  particular  work;  and  it 
would  be  observed  that  tbe  restriction  in  the  bill, 
limiting  the  tolls,  was  to  last  a*  long  as  the  canh 
through  which  the  canal  was  to  be  (raced.  Here 
wa.s  a  great  public  work,  which,  one  year  liefoce 
the  Territory  became  admit(ol  into  (lie  Onion, 
Congress  proposed  la  take  into  iis  own  handt, 
knowing  that  it  would  have  lo  prosecute  the  vnrk 
lifter  the  Territory  Iwcainc  a  State.  You  require 
the  (leople  of  that  Territory,  without  their  con- 
sent, to  pay  93  50  per  acre  for  land  upoa  the 
whole  line  of  country,  two  hundred  miles  in 
length,  through  which  the  canni  was  to  ran.  It 
was  doubling  the  price  of  land  upon  them,  and 
that,  too,  under  circumstances  which  were  prru- 
liarly  unfavorable  to  their  condition.  The  effect 
of  tbe  measure  would  be,  that  persons  who  bad 
located  lajtds,  would  be  enabled,  by  the  rise  of 
price,  to  sell  it  at  |I  75,  the  moment  this  act 
passes,  having  paid  only  $1  35,  and  by  the  apee- 
ulation  making  their  fortune.  Not  until  all  thrM 
private  lands  hiiS  been  sold  at  4)1  75  per  acit, 
would  one  solitary  acr^  of  Goveromeol  land  b* 
disposed  of  at  two  dollars.  ■ 

Where  was  the  money  to  be  obtained  to  bsiW 
this  canal?  Did  anybody  suppose  that  this  wil-^ 
derness  was  lo  be  cut  through,  in  one  yesr,  be- 
fore (he  Territory  became  a  State?  In  all  pmb- 
abllitv,  she  would  be  admitted  inaaeasionortwo. 
Did  not  every  man  who  understood  the  progreaa 
of  population  in  the  West,  know  that  it  was  ab- 
solutely impossible  for  a  sufficient  number  of 
people  there  to  be  benefited  by  this  improvement, 
anil  that  they  would  only  be  drawn  Uiere  by  ibc 
prospect  of  speculation  ? 

It  would  be  a  very  great  inducement  for  tn< 
speculations  of  land  proprietors.  It  was  imposiog 
a  grievance,  upon  the  people  of  Winconain;  and  it 

Croposed  to  do  this  withoat  consulting  them.  H' 
elieved  Congress  had  no  right  to  do  this;  and  if 
his  amendment  prevailed,  he  would  vote  for  the 
bill;  but  he  would  oppose  it  without  the  omesd- 
ment.  He  confessed  be  vnta  MIonisbed,  wktn 
hawefiected  upon  the  fact  that  this  work  was  de- 
signed to  be  exeeuud  before  the  Territory  beeame 
a  Sute,  to  see  such  a  disposition  manifested  Dol 
to  consult  the  Territory  on  the  tubject.  He  ■■■ 
ways  feared  men  who  came  to  biro  with  preaeati 
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in  their  hand*.  The  Territorjr  of  Wiaconsin 
would  have  reason  to  Tear  Con^reas,  if  it  came 
with  a  gid  in  its  hands,  by  which  it  arro^ted 
to  itself  a  power  over  it  after  it  was  to  become  a 
Sute. 

Congress  was  about  to  legislate  upon  this  mat- 
ter in  a  way  which  was  to  deprive  the  State  of 
Wisconsin  forever  of  all  the  advantages  arising 
from  the  work;  and  without  consulting  her  at  all. 
It  might  be  a  very  important  matter  to  Wiscon- 
sin to  have  this  as  a  Slate  work.  The  question 
wss  laid  before  the  Slate  of  Ohio,  in  a  cominen 
discussion  among  the  Ohio  people,  as  to  whether 
the  great  Ohio  canal  should  be  embarked  in  as  a 
work  to  be  done  by  a  company,  or  whether  the 
State  should  undertake  the  worK  ilself.  The  State 
undertook  and  completed  it;  and  she  would  not 
now  exchange  it  for  |100,000,000 — a  work  which 
was  executed  at  a  cost  of  $6,000,000.  When  the 
Territory  of  Wisconsin  became  a  State,  it  might 
be  a  source  of  great  profit  to  her  to  execute  the 
work  herself;  whereas,  by  this  act,  the  General 
Government  was  bound  forever  to  father  or  take 
this  much  of  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin  under 
its  special  charge.  Would  the  organic  Legisla- 
ture of  that  Territory  thank  the  Government  for 
■ueh  an  evidence  of  fatherly  care? 

In  conclusion,  he  replied  to  the  argument  ad- 
vanced by  the  advocates  of  the  bill — that  the 
country  was  suffering  for  the  want  of  a  canail — 
and  insisted  upon  his  amendment,  reiterating  his 
assertion  that  Congress  had  no  right  to  proceed 
io  the  matter,  without  consulting  the  Territory. 

Mr.TALLM  ADG  E  salt! ,  as  the  bill  now  stood, 
it  granted  the  alternate  sections  at  double  price, 
to  raise  the  means  of  carrying  out  the  work;  and 
the  improvement  would,  therefore,  cost  the  Gov- 
ernment nothing.  The  bill,  since  it  bad  under- 
gone the  revision  of  the  committee,  was  in  a  shape 
which  did  not  require  the  amendment  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Ohio.  The  memorial  of  the  Territory 
was  before  the  Senate,  signifying  its  desire  for 
this  improvement,  and  for  the  grant  of  land  pre- 
cisely as  given  by  the  bill.  As  lo  the  work  being 
incomplete  when  the  Territory  becomes  a  Slate, 
Congress  will  have  full  control  ever  the  matter; 
and  can  then,  if  necessary,  hand  over  the  whole 
canal  to  the  new  State. 

Mr.  ALLEN  asked  if  there  was  not  an  easy 
remedy  for  the  objections  he  had  urged,  in  pro- 
viding, by  an  additional  clause,  that  the  lands 
shall  be  withheld  from  the  sail  until  the  assent  of 
the  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  Territory  be 
given  to  the  provisions  of  the  bill  ? 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  said  Wisconsin  did  not 
want  that;  she  wanted  the  lands  to  be  broui^ht 
into  the  market,  with  a  view  of  having  the  coun- 
try fettled. 

Mr.  WALKER  thought  there  was  great  force 
in  the  observations  of  the  Senator  from  Ohio;  and 
be  would,  to  meet  the  Senator's  objections,  offer 
a  further  amendment,  which  was  to  modify  the 
proviso,  to  read  as  follows: 

iVorUnl,  Tluu  tlii<  set  •ball  not  Uke  elTeet  until  tlie 
LefMlsiive  AuemMy  of  ihe  Ti-rriiory  of  Wwcoiuiii  shall 
have  BiteuilleJ  it.  accepunce  of  the  provliions  4kf  tlii.  set ; 

fsddincj  aiid,  in  ibc  mesn  lime,  tJie  land,  hereby  reserved 
or  the  Uniied  States,  aa  well  as  the  (audi)  prop4)M*d  to  be 
appropriated  to  tlie  improvement  dei^ifrnnlefl  in  ttiis  act, 
sball  be  reaerved  from  sale  until  ttie  a^Mntoftlte  Territory 
of  WiFConain  abail  be  fiveii;  aiid,  if  «aid  Territory  does 
not  sssent,  by  act  of  the  terriiorinl  Lesialaiu'e,  witlitn 
twelve  months  IW>ni  the  passliif  of  thu  act,  ttien  litis  act 
siwil  be  of  no  loice  or  effect. 

Air.  ALLEN  accepted  the  modification  of  the 
amendment  as  proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
aissippi. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER  then  stated  Mr. 
Allbn's  amendment  as  modified. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  was  very  much  in  favor 
of  the  bill,  but  did  not  approve  of  the  amend- 
ments now  offered.  It  would  be  imposing  an 
unnecessary  and  improper  restriction  on  the  grant. 
Congress  was  itself  the  guardian  and  judge  of 
Mrbat  was  best  for  the  Territory,  having  just  as 
much  control  over  it  as  over  the  District  of  Co- 
lombia. 

After  some  conversational  debate  on  this  point 
between  Messrs.  ALLEN  and  CRITTENDEN, 

Mr.  WALKER  (having  put  his  modification 
of  Mr.  Allen's  amendment  in  written  form) 
ur^d  its  adoption  on  the  grounds  that  it  woultl 
prerent  speculators  from  Inking  up  the  lands,  con- 
trary to  ihe  interests  of  the  General  Government 
cuid  the  Territories. 


The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Allen's 
amendment,  as  modified  by  Mr.  Walker,  and 
resulted — yeas  16,  nays  27;  as  follows: 

YEAS  —  tiKftn.  Allen,  Atchiimn,  Atlierton,  Bafliy, 
Brecse.  Buchanan,  Fsirflelil.  Hanoefan,  Haywood,  Huxer, 
Kiu,  McDuiHe,  Sturgeon,  Walker, Woodburjr,  and  Wright 

NATS— Mesara.  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard,  Choate,  Clay- 
ton, Crittenden,  Dayton,  Evaiu,  Foster,  Francis,  Fulton, 
Henderson,  Jamapin.  Johntion,  Manfum,  Merrick,  Miller, 
Mrtrehead,  Phelp..  Porter,  Semple,  Sevier,  Simmons,  Tali- 
miidKe,  Upliam,  White,  and  Woodbrldfe— 37. 

Mr.  6REESE  pointed  out  a  discrepancy  be- 
tween Ihe  words  of  the  report  and  of  the  bill,  as 
to  the  points  between  which  the  canal  was  to  be 
made.  If  confined  to  the  "  portnge,"  the  length 
of  the  canal  would  only  be  two  miles;  if  to  "  nav- 
igable, points, "iMexpressed  in  the  bill,  there  was 
no  knowing  the  length.  He  wished  for  informa- 
tion. 

Mr.  TALLM  A  DGE  said ,  that  in  other  bills  of 
similar  character,  the  words  *'  navigable  points"  | 
had  been  used.  ; 

Mr.  BREESE  moved  to  strike  out  the  words  I 
"  navigable  points,"  wherever  they  occurred  in 
the  bill,  and  put  In  the  words  "  the  portage." 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE  believed  the  report  of  the  1 
War  Department  went  into  minute  details;  but 
he  was  disposed  lo  leave  to  the  discretion  of  the  I 
topographical  corps,  under  whom  the  work  was  ' 
to  be  constructed,  a  choice  of  the  points  most  de-  i 
sirable  for  making  the  two  rivers.  I 

I  Mr.  BREESE  lielieved  it  would  be  found  by  | 
the  report,  that  the  engineers  had  confined  them-  ' 
selves  to  the  poria;;e,  and  did  not  name  "  the  foot  \ 
of  Swan  lake'^at  all,  therefore  unnecessarily  in-  ' 
troduced  into  the  bill. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  inquired  if  the  lands  along 
the  line  were  now  subject  to  private  entry  / 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE  could  net  answer  the 
gentleman  authoritatively;  but  he  had  no  doubt 
the  public  surveys  had  gone  so  far,  that  the  lands 
were  open  to  private  entry.  | 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  observed  that  there  was  no 
doubt  of  those  lands  being  open  to  private  entry.  : 

Mr.McDUFFlEsubmitedthefollowingamend- 1 
ment:  I 

That  the  alternate  aecllona  hereby  appropriated  or  re- 
served, shall  be  reserved  fruiu  entry  or  sale  frum  Uie  15th 
of  March,  1844.  I 

The  entry  of  lands  would  otherwise  be  a  mat- 
ter of  speculation,  a  character  of  entry  he  wished 
I  to  prevent  Rs  much  as  possible.  [ 

I      Mr.  HANNEGAN  suggested  an  amendment,  , 
I  by  adding,  "  until  the  same  shall  be  selected  by  ' 
the  proper  officers."  i 

Mr.  H.  subsequently  withdrew  this  modifica- 
tion. ■  I 

Mr.  WHITE  suggested  a  modification  as  a  ! 
substitute,  to  strike  out  some  words;  but,  i 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER  explained  that ; 
the  bill  contained  a  provision  which  accomplished  | 
the  object  the  Senator  from  Indiana  had  in  view.  | 

Mr.  WHITE  then  withdrew  his  amendment. 
He  suggested  that  the  word  "  lands"  be  substi- 
tuted for  "  alternate  sections." 

Mr.  McDUh  FIE  accepted  the  modification. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER  then  stated  the 
amendment  as  modified. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  proposed  a  further  modifica- 
tion: "that  the  lands  shall  not  be  subject  to  entry 
either,"  as  preiimption  rights  might  be  made. 

Mr.  WHITE  agreed  that  the  tends  ought  to  be 
exempted  from  preiemption.  He  therefore  sub- 
mitted, as  a  substitute,  the  following: 

That  no  part  of  the  lands  within  the  limits  nfnre^aid  shall 
shall  be  .old  or  be  subject  to  entry  after  the  ^li  of  March, 
1644,  until  Ihe  selection  ttliall  beniSiie  by  the  proper  author- 
ities, as  contemplated  by  thi.  act ;  [.ubseqnently  rnlarjted 
by  Mr.  Hannkoan,  as  heretofore  shown,  to  include  as  fol- 
lows :]  and  no  right  to  preemption  shall  accrue  Uiereon. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN,  though  favorable  to  ordin- 
ary preiimption  rights,  did  not  jhink  it  proper  to 
allow  preemption  rights  to  lands  raised  in  value 
as  these  ore.  He  suggested  that  the  modification 
ought  to  be  made  to  the  effect  that  "  no  right  of 
preemption  %hall  accrue  thereon." 

Mr.  WHITE  said  that  met  his  ideas. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  accepted  the  modification. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  said  the  sales  would  go  on, and 
could  not  be  prevented.     He,  therefore,  moved 
to  amend  the  amendment  by  adding  that  all  sales 
of  these  lanils  made  between  the  4ih  of  iMarch   | 
and  the  passage  of  the  said  act  sball  be  null  and  .{ 
void  1 1 


Mr.  WHITE  thought  such  sales  could  not  be 
abrogated,  if  made  prior  to  the  passage  of  the  act; 
but  it  might  be  so  provided  from  the  passage  of 
the  net.  The  difficulty  could  be  obviated  by  the 
action  of  the  Department  itself.  He  proposed  to 
substitute  for  the  words  "  15th  March,"  "  from 
the  passage  of  this  act." 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  wished  the  provision  to 
stand  on  the  face  of  the  act  as  a  sort  of  terror  to 
specnlators,  warning  them  that  their  purchases 
would  not  be  allowed.  He  accepted  tne  modifi- 
cation. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  suggested  that  the  words 
relating  to  pregmptioners  should  be  prospective 
It  should  be  that  no  right  of  preSmption  shal'. 
"  hereafter"  occur. 

This  modification  was  adopted. 

Mr.  BREESE  moved  to  strike  om  of  the  fif- 
teenth  line,  first  section,  the  words  "  at  fi>ot  of 
Swan  Lrfike,"  and  insert  the  words,  "  the  port- 
age." 

Mr.  WHITE  thought  it  was  the  sense  of  the 
Senate  to  leave  the  choice  of  the  points  to  the 
engineers. 

Mr.  BREESE  observed  that  the  engineers,  in 
their  report,  say  nothing  about  the  Swan  Lake. 
His  object  was  to  make  the  bill  correspond  with 
the  report, 

Mr.  WHITE  hoped  to  see  the  navigation  made 
so  good  as  to  admit  of  being  ascended  by  steam- 
boats. Nothing  could  be  lost  by  leaving  it  to 
the  engineers  to  decide,  after  a  more  thorough 
survey,  how  the  connection  of  the  rivers  should 
be  made. 

Mr.  BREESE  said  the  engineers  had  already 
made  a  thorough  examination,  and  had  decided 
upon  the  portage  being  the  proper  location  for 
the  canal. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  PORTER  ssid,  at  the  end  of  the  first  sec- 
tion it  way  provided  that  no  tolls  should  be  levied 
except  for  keeping  the  canal  in  repair.  He 
thought  there  should '  be  enough  for  attendance 
also.  He  therefore  moved  that  the  words  "  fop 
attendance"  should  be  added. 

The  amendment  was  adopted, 

Mr.  ALLEN  moved  to  strike  out  sll  after  the 
word  **  and,"  in  thetwenty-sixth  line,  to  the  end 
of  the  thirty-third  line,  **  providing  that  no  more 
toll  shall  be  collected  than  necessary  to  keep  the 
<»niff  in  repair,  and  for  attendance  "  It  was  a 
provision  worse  than  useless,  not  being  binding 
on  the  Territory,  as  Congress  could  enforce  no 
such  obligation. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  ALLEN,  desirous  of  obtaining  time  for 
bis  colleage  to  prepare  an  amendment  he  had  in 
view,  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table  for  the 
present. 

This  motion,  however,  was  decided  in  the  neg- 
ative. ' 

Mr.  ALLEN  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  at 
the  end,  &a  follows: 

Pronded,  That  all  the  said  ivodt  shall  be  executed  out 
of  the  moneys  ari.ing  from  the  nies  of  lands  hereby  ap- 
propriated, and  no  other;  and  shall  not  be  commenced 
until  iho  amount  arising  from  such  sales  shall  bn  sufflcieiit 
to  justify  Uie  comiueneemnnt  and  prosecution  of  tin  work. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  accepted  it,  and  it  was 
adopted. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  said  it  appeared  to  htm  some 
provision  should  be  made  for  the  ownership  of 
this  cahni  after  the  Territoi-y  shall  be  admitted 
as  a  State.  He  would,  therefore,  move  an  amend- 
ment, that,  after  the  Territory  becomes  a  State, 
the  canal  shall  be  granted  to  the  Stale,  on  the 
condition  of  charging  no  more  tolls  upon  it  than 
necessary  to  keep  it  in  repair,  and  for  attend- 
ance. He  moved  that  the  further  consideration 
of  the  bill  be  postponed  until  Monday,  for  the 
purpose  of  enabling  him  to  ptit  his  amendment 
in  proper  form. 

On  this  mntian  there  were — ayes  17,  noes  31. 

So  the  postponement  of  the  further  considera* 
tion  of  the  bill  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  withdrew  his  amendment. 

Mr.  ALLEN  made  some  observation  not 
heard. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  suegested  ihepropriety  of 
giving  the  Senator  from  Ohio  [^t.  TArtix]  time 
to  prepare  his  amendment. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE  said  the  subject  would  be 
at  all  times  open  to  Congress  for  ailjustment. 
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Mr.  CRITTENDEN  obsenred  that  courlwy 
required  concession  to  any  gvxileman  wishing  to 
postpone,  for  a  proper  object.  The  senior  Sena- 
tor from  Ohio  [Mr.  Tappan]  had  not  consumed 
much  time  in  discussing  this  bilI,althot4gh  much 
time  had  been  lost  on  it  altogether.  He  had  so 
much  confidence  in  the  judgment  of  the  Senator, 
that  he  would  be  *ery  glad  if  the  fronds  of  the 
bill  would  consent  to  the  postponement  till  Mon- 
day, and  that  order*  would  be  given  to  print  the 
amendments. 

The  motion  was  concurred  in. 

ADJOURNMKIfT  TO  HONDAT. 
On  motion,  it  was  oereed  that  when  the  Senate 
adjourns  it  be  to  Monday  next. 

PUBLIC  GROUND  IH  WASHINGTON. 
Mr.' BAYARD  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  was  agreed  to: 

Kaotvei,  TlMU  the  ConimiRee  on  PnMk  BilHdIngi  be  di  - 
reeled  to  l'uriii«h  to  the  Senate  a  iitnieiueiit  uf  Uie  Intd  luid 
■qtiHre*  io  tlie  city  of  Wa«hiiigioii  eunveyed  ui  the  Vml*ni 
6tate«  by  the  original  pni|ir)f  ton.    Also,  a  statement  of  ll)« 
squarev  and  lots  sold,  the  tumi  for  wliich  tliey'  were  re- 
fpectively  aold,  and  the  ann^saie  amount  uf  miIks.  Also,  a 
malemciit  of  the  number  and  value  of  tlie  squares  and  Iota 
conveyed  undur  diMiattons  from  Cougress;  and  alao,  the  j 
number  and  ektimaled  value  of  llie  building  lot:«  belonging  | 
to  the  United  States  remaining  uiiwild,  and  the  extent,  ill  j 
feet  or  acres  of  the  several  public  squares  and  reservations 
wiUiia  llM  said  oily. 

DISTRIBUTION  ACT.  | 

The  House  bill  to  repeal  certain  sections  of  the 
distribution  act  was  then  taken  up  on  its  second 
reading. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  moved  to  lay  it  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  ALLEN  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
that  motion;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  KING  asked  if  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
Senator  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  ;able,  merely  with 
a  view  of  taking  it  UD  again  for  consideration  ? 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  Never,  sir !  »s  long  as 
I  live,  never! 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  resulted — 
yeas  23,  nays  19;  as  fallows: 

YEAS— Messn.  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard,  Berrien,Choate, 
Crittenden,  Dayton,  Evans,  Fu«tt*r,  Francis,  Uontingion, 
Jamagin,  Jnliii«mj  Mangum,  Miller,  Morebead,  Porter, 
Simmoos,  Tallmadge,  Uphaiu,  White,  aud  Woodbridge— 
Si. 

NAYS — Moasr*.  Allen,  Atchison,  Athenon,  Bagby, 
Breeae,  Uucluiuan,  Colquitt,  Fairfield,  Fulton,  Hanuegau, 
HaywchDd,  Henderwm,  Kinj 


.ing,  McOnIhe,  Semple,  T 
Wriglil— 19. 


Walker,  Wfaidbuiy,  and 
So  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table 
The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fridat,  ^orcA  15,  1844. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved,  i 
Mr.  JAMESON,  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  made  a  report  upon  the  memorial  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Missouri, 
in  relation  to  the  swamps  of  New  Madrid  and 
the  St.  Francis  river,  in  Missouri  and  Arkansas, 
accompanied  bv  a  b||l,  granting  to  the  Slates  of 
Missouri  and  Arkansaa  certain  alternate  sections 
of  land  in  and  near  the  New  Madrid  and  St.  Fran- 
cis river  swamps,  for  the  purpose  of  reclaiming 
the  vidue  of  the  public  lantis  in  the  vicinity  there- 
of; which  was  referred  Io  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union;  and  the  bill  and 
the  report  were  ordered  to  be  printed 

NAVY  HOSPITAL  FUND. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SIMONS,  the  rules  were 
suspended  to  allow  him  to  offer  the  following  rea- 
olution: 

ftaelrei.  That  the  chief  of  Ike  Boreao  of  Medicine  and 
Surgery  be  requested  to I'nniisheachmeioberorihla House 

as  many  copies  a«  mny  be  convenient  to  be  spared  of  Uie 

of  t)i*  navy  bnspiial  l\indi  and  also  of  Uie  pamphlet  cnn- 
ISiniBf  Iha  aKdieat  btlla  of  the  Florida  sqaadron ,  if  In  Ms 
poaseasioo ;  also,  the  pamphlet  containiog  lire  bills  of  the 
geaeral  expenae  of  the  Florida'  sqoadroi^  Providai,  Tliut 
no  expense  shall  be  incurred  in  the  compliance  with  the 
terma  of  this  resolation. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  said  he  hoped  the  resolution 
would  be  so  amended  that  no  additional  printing 
would  be  required  or  expense  incurred. 

Mr.  SIMONS  consented  to  the  modification, 
and  it  was  modified  accordingly. 

Mr.  McKAY  said  he  did  not  think  the  modifi- 
cation altered  the  nature  of  the  proposition.  He 
Submitted  to  the  House  whetlier  it  was  not  highly 


improper  to  require  the  chief  nf  the  medical  bureau 
In  furnish  these  books  which,  as  he  undei'.«tond, 
had  not  yet  been  paid  for,  at  the  same  time  de- 
claring that  no  additional  expense  should  be  in- 
curred. The  House,  he  thought,  would,  by 
requiring  the  books  to  be  Airnisbed,  virtually 
commit  themselves  to  pay  the  expense.  He 
moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table;  which 
was  carried. 

MILITARY  ACADEMY. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky,  inquired  what  was 
the  first  business  in  order? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  the  first  business 
was  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee. 

Mr.  McCLERNAN  D  inquired  whether  he  was 
not  entitled  to  the  floor  during  the  morning  hour? 

The  SPliAKER  said  that  the  consideration  of 
tliis  resolution,  being  a  part  of  the  unfinished 
businees,  took  precedence  overall  other  business. 

Mr.  SAMPLE  inquired  if  this  was  not  private 
bill  day  by  the  rules  of  the  House  ? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  in  the  affirmative;  but 
repeated  that  the  unfinished  business  had  prece- 
dence. 

The  quesliou  being  on  the  adoption  of  the  fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Rttolvtil,  That  all  debate  on  Hnnse  hill  (No.  30)  "  making 
ap|>ropriatinns  for  tlie  support  of  the  Military  Academy  fur 
tlie  tt»cal  year  eiidinj;  the  Stltli  day  nf  June,  1845,"  shall 
cease  in  Coininiriee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  riiion 
within  Ave  minutes  alter  the  Mouse  simll  resolve  itself  into 
a  committee;  and  that  the  lluiise  will  innnediutely  resolve 
itself  into  said  cotuniittee,  and  the  continiueu  sliall  then 
proceed  to  vole  on  all  .tiiieiulmeiiti  pending,  or  tiinl  may  be 
offered  to  said  bill ;  and  tlien  report  tite  same  to  the  House, 
wilh  »:uch  ametidtneiiu  as  may  have  been  agreed  to  by  Uie 
committee,  unless  Uie  same  be  sooner  disposed  of; 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSO.V  modified  his  resolution  so 
as  to  go  into  committee  at  one  o'clock. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HOPKINS,  the  resolution 
was  amended  by  striking  out  "  one  "  and  insert- 
ine  twelve  o'clock. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded  and  ordered; 
and,  being  taken,  resulted — yeas  95,  nays^B;  as 
follows: 

YEAS— Musart.Anderann,  Benton.  BidlaCk.iamOT  Black, 
Bower.  Boyd,  Jacob  RrinkerhoA',  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Burke, 
Run,  IJaldweil,  Keubifn  Chapman,  Clinton,  Colib,  Coles, 
Cr«i«s,  CiilloiH,  Dana,  Daniel,  John  \V.  Davis,  Dillingham, 
DromgiMile,  Duncan,  Dnnhip,  Picklni,  Foster,  French. 
Byrani  (Jreen,  Hale.  Ilammett,  Ilaratstin,  Hays,  Henley, 
Hcrriek,  Holmes,  Hopkins,  tlnniton,  Httbard,  Hubbi-ll, 
Hughes,  lluiigerfonl,  Jaine^  B-  Hunt,  Charles  J.  Insersoll, 
Jameson.  Cave  Johniain,  Perley  U.  Jolmson.  George  W. 
Jones,  Andrew  Kennedy,  Prelum  King.  Kirkmitrick.  La- 
branclle,  Leonard,  Lucas,  Luuipkin.  Lyon,  Mcfaa^len, 
Maclay,  McClelland.  McClematui,  .MoConnetl.  Mcl>nwell, 
McKay.  Moore,  Murphy,  Owen.  Parinenler.  Payne.  Peltit, 
Emery  D.  Potter,  Purdy.  David  t<.  Rrid,  lledinii.  Kolierts, 
Kobinsoii,  Kussell,  St.  John,  Sauiidem,  Thomas  H-  Sey- 
mour. tSiiitons,  HIidell,  John  T.  Smith,  Titnuias  Smith, 
Uobert  Smith,  Sieeiirnd,  Stetson,  John  Stewart,  Slihv, 
Sykes,  Taylor.  'J'ibbaus,  'i'litker,  Weller.  Weutwortll, 
Wheaton,  VVilliaiiis,  and  Josepli  A.  Wright— 9a. 

NAVS— Messrs.  Abbott,  Ailnnis,  Oaker,  Darringer,Jers- 
mlah  Urowii,  Buffingtnn,  Carroll,  Cntlhi,  Causin,  Chilton, 
Collamer,  Cranston,  Garreu  Davis,  Uichiird  D.  I>avis,  De- 
berry,  Uellet,  Dickey,  Pisli,  Foul,  Gidding<,  Willis  Green, 
Gnnnelt,  Grider,  Hardin,  Harper,  Hlldsnn,  Washington 
llnnt,  Jeiiks,  John  P.  Kennedy,  Daniel  P.  King,  Lewis, 
Mcllvaine,  Edward  J.  Morris,  Morse,  Moseley,  Newton, 
PaUerson.  Peyton,  Elisha  K.  Potter,  Preston,  Uausey, 
Rathbnn,  Rockwell,  Sogers,  Sample,  Schenck,  Senter, 
Severance,  Albert  Smith,  Caleb  B.  Smith.  Stephens,  Til- 
den,  'i'yler,  Vance,  Viuion,  Welhered,  White,  Wluthrop, 
and  William  Wright— SV. 

So  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  C.JOHNSON  moved  to  suspend  the  rates 
to  go  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
Military  Academy  bill. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  bein^'ordered,  the  roll  was  called, and  the 
question  was  decided  in  the  affirmative— yeas  98, 
nays  51;  as  follows: 

VEA3— Messrs.  Abbott,  Anderson,  Atkinson,  Benton, 
Bidlack,  James  Black,  Blackwell,  Bower,  Boyd,  Jacob 
Briiikerh»(r,  Rrodhead,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Barke,  Bun, 
Caldwell,  Catlin,  Reuben  Chapman,  Clinton,  Cobb,  Cttles, 
Cross,  Cultom.  Dana,  Richard  D.  Davis,  John  W.  Davis, 
Dilliiighaia,  Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Dunlnp,  Ficklin,  French, 
Byram  Green, Uale,  Hamlin,  Hamniett,'  Haralson.  Herrick, 
Hogs,  Uopkim,  Hubard,  Hubbell,  Hutbaa,  Uunferford, 
James  D.  Hunt.  Ctiarles  J.  Ingersoll,  Jamessn,  Cave  John- 
son, George  W.  Jones,  Preston  King,  Kirkpatrick,  La- 
hranche,  Leonard,  Lewis,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Mct^auslin, 
Maclay,  McClelland,  McCleraanii,  MeOonnell,  McDowell, 
McKay,  Moore,  Morpby,  Owen,  Parmenur,  Payne,  Eatery 
D.  Potter,  Purdy.  Rathbna,  David  8.  Raid,  Reding,  Uelfe, 
Bitter,  Roberts,  Robinson,  Russell,  St.  John,  Saunders, 
Thomas  H.Seymour,  Simons,  Slidell,  Robert  Smith,  Thom- 
as Smith,  Steenrod,  Stetson.  John  Stewart,  Stiles,  Sykes, 
Taylor,  Thompson,  Tibbatu,  Tucker,  Weller.  Weiitwonh, 
Wheaton,  Williams,  Joseph  A.  Wright,  and  Yost- 96. 


NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  Ashe,  Baker,  Barringer,  Jere. 
minh  Brown.  Rnfflncton,  Canoll,  Causin.  ChiUon.  C-Hsf- 
man,  Cnllnnier,  Cranston,  Garreu  Davis,  Deberry,  Dellet, 
Diekey,  Fiiii.  Foot,  Willis  Green,  Grinnell,Grider.Harriia, 
Harper,  Hudson, Jenks,  Perley  B.  Joliiisnn,  John  P.  Keuii«. 
dv,  Daniel  P.  King.  Mcflvaine,  Kdward  J.  Morris.  Morrf, 
Moseley,  Newton,  Patterson,  Eli.4ha  H.  Potter,  Rantaey, 
Hockwell.  Ito^erH,  Sample.  Schenck,  Sealer,  Severaaee, 
t'aleb  B.  Smith,  Stephens. Tyler,  Vance,  Viutun,  Withered, 
White,  Wintlirop,  and  William  Wriglil— SI. 

So  the  House  resolved  itself  into  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr. 
Dromgoole  in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  the  Military  Academy  for  the  fis- 
cal year,  ending  the  3Uth  June,  1845,  the  ques- 
tion being  on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Hai.s,  as 
follows: 

That  no  money  appropriated  in  thl>  bill,  or  ber«after  t* 
he  appropriated,  shall  lie  applied  tu  the  payment  of  any  ea- 
del  hereafter  to  he  appointed  ;  and  the  terms  of  service  of 
those  wlio  liiive  wnrninis  now  in  the  academy, ^hall  be  held 
to  cease  fri>m  and  alter  four  years  fhmi  the  lime  of  their  re- 
s|i«etive  appoiiiuuenls. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  of  Pennsylvania,  who  was  en- 
titled to  the  floor,  having  only  five  minutes  left, 
began  by  expressing  his  8ur|>rise  and  regret  at 
the  hasty  manner  in  which  the  bill  was  to  be 
carried  through,  and  said  that  had  he  been  pres- 
ent, he  would  have  entered  his  protest  against  the 
passage  of  the  bill  repealing  the  distribation  act 
in  a  similar  manner. 

The  CHAIRMAff  reminded  the  gentlemsB 
that  the  (juestion  was  on  the  amendment  of  the 
Eentlemaii  from  New  Hampshire,  [Mr.  Hale.]  ' 

Mr.  MORRIS,  of  Pennsylvania,  said  he  had  a 
right  to  enter  his  protest  against  the  manner  in 
which  it  was  attempted  tn  hurry  this  bill  through. 
He  then  went  into  a  vindication  of  the  officers  «f 
the  Army  who  served  in  the  Florida  war,  snd 
spoke  highly  of  their  gallantry  and  good  con- 
duct. 

The  hour  of  twelve  having  arrived ,  the  remarks 
of  Mr.  M.  were  cut  short  by  the  Chairman;  and  the 
committee,  in  porauance  of  a  resolution  adopted 
this  morning,  proceeded  to  rote  on  the  pending 
amendment. 

Mr.  HALE  desired  the  vote  on  his  amend- 
ment to  be  taken  on  ench  branch  of  the  two'prop- 
ositions  which  it  contained;  and  therefore  he  in- 
timated his  wish  to  divide  it. 

The  CHAIRMAN  siiid  it  was  not  divisible. 

Mr.  HALE  said  that,  under  those  circum- 
stances, he  would  so  modify  it  as  to  leave  the  first 
branch  only  remaining. 

Mr.  BLACK,  of  Georgia,  objected  to  any  sock 
modification  at  this  lime. 

The  CHAIRMAN  decided  that  the  moditca- 
tion  could  be  made. 

Tellers  were  called  for;  and  Messrs.  BtnxB 
and  Dellet  were  appointed  to  take  the  vols  on 
the  amendment,  which  proposed  to  prevent  any 
further  appointments  of  cadeu  after  June  next. 
The  amentimeni  was  negatived— ayes  54,  noes  91 

Mr.  RATHBUN  then  offered  an  amendment, 
to  the  efl°ect  that  no  cadet  should  be  appointed 
after  the  passage  of  this  act. 

The  CHAIRMAN  decided  that  the  amendment 
was  not  in  order. 

Mr.  RATHBUN  appealed;  but  the  committee 
sustained  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  HOLMES  moved  that  the  committee  rise 
and 'report  the  bill;  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  committee  rose  and  reported  accordingly. 

The  SPEAKER  having  taken  the  chair, suted 
the  question  to  be  on  concuring  in  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  which 
was,  in  fact,  a  mere  transposition  of  certain  words, 
which  did  not  afl°ect  the  purport  of  the  original 
bill. 

The  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  offered  an  amendment  by 
way  of  a  proviso,  to  be  added  to  the  folloving 
clause: 

"  For  pay  of  oAcera,  inslnicton,  cadeu,  sad  mnsirifi 
$51,.'a8  53." 

The  proviso  was  to  the  effect,  that  no  mosey 
hereby  appropriated  should  be  paid  for  any  cadet 
that  should  hereafter  be  appointed,  and  that  ike 
term  of  service  of  the  cadets  now  at  the  Military 
Academy  should  cease  at  the  expiration  of  fosr 
years  from  the  time  of  their  appointment.  On  tkis 
he  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  FISH  raised  a  question  of  order  on  lis  jte- 
ception  of  the  amendmeot;  but  be  was  ovejww* 
by  the  Chair. 
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Mr.  HARALSON  proposed   to  amend   tlie 
amendment,  so  as  to  provide  that  the  following  I 
lines  be  stricken  from  the  bill: 

"  Far  coiiUiiuiax  tha  eoiuuuclioa  of  barraclu  for  tb«  ca-  | 

dels,  «IS,uou."  I 

The  amcadment  was  accepted  by  Mr.  Johnson. 

The  SPEAKER  then  put, the  question  of  sec-  i 
onding  the  demand  for  the  previous  question;! 
but  tellera  were  called  for,  and  Messrs.  Dellet  I 
and  B0BKE  were  appointed;  and  tliey  reported —  \ 
ayes  72,  noes  67.  .        i 

So  there  was  a  second. 

TIm  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  put,  and  | 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  on  the  question  > 
of  agreeing  to  the  amendment. 

A  division  was  called  for,  and  the  vote  was  { 
first  taken  on  the  proposition  of  Mr.  C.  Johnson; 
which  was  negatived— yeas  73,  nays  106;  as  fol- 1 
lows:  ! 

VEAS— Memra.  Ba-mori,  Itidlark,  Jamro  niack,  niack    ! 
well,  Univer.  Ooyd,  llrodlirad.  .Aaron  V.  Bnnvii,  Milioii  ' 
Brown,  Williaiti  J.  Orowii,   Uurke,  (^nldwL-tl,  Cuiii|>(ietl, 
Catlin,  ReutiL'ii  Cllapniaii,  Ulllloin,  Dana.  Joliii  \V.  Duvi^, 
Uickiniiun.  Diincau.  Fieklin,  Fuiiler.  («iddiriiE4.  Hale.  Ham- 
lin, Uays,  llenk>y,  Ihi^e,  IlouMtiin.  llul,l>flL  lliiglie^.ilun-  | 
^  cerlord,  Jaines   II.  Hunt,  Jameson,  Cuvr  Jithnwm,  iVrley  , 
It.  Jcijiiiimn.  Andrew  JoIiimoii,  Gtatrfe  W.  Joticfi,  Andrew  ' 
Kennedy,   Lewis,  Lueas,   Lumpkin,   Lyun.   McCau^lcn,  r 
Mct^lernand,  Me('oiin<;ll,   .MiHiru,  Joscp'ti  .Vtnrrix.  tiweu,  { 
Payne,  Peyiim,  Pnrdy.  Itnttiltun,  David  &.  Rcid,  Reding,  ' 
llelte,  KiUcr,  KoIhtu,  llf*biii90n,  Si.  Jnlin,  Thnma«  If.  Hey-  | 
ninnr,  Simnnii.  John  T.  Hniiili.  Thmoiu  Hmilli,  RolM^rt 
Sniilti,  Stecnnid,  John  Hluwart,  Srone,  Sykes,  Welter,  { 
Wenlwortli.  JiMppb  A.  Wrigtil.  and  V<wt— lU. 

NAVd — Messrs.  Abltou.  Adam-.   Andertion,  .^fkinimn,  I 
Barringer.  Kdttard  J.  Itlaek,  Jaofib  BrinkcrlinlT,  JereinialH 
Brown.  BulBngton,  Burl,  Carroll.  Cnuidn,  Cliillon,  Cling-  i 
man,  Clintnn,  Oobli,  i.'ole,!,  C'dlainer,  Crnniitun,  Crow, 
Daniel,  Oarrelt  Davi^,  Uicliard  11-  Davi^i,  Deberry,  Dellet,  I 
]>ickey,  Dillinsliani,  Dr«nngi)Ole,  Dnnlap,  Elli4,  Fisli.  Fw>l,  j 
Pr*ncli,  Willie  Green.  Br}'ain  Green,  Grinnell,  Grider, 
Hamnieti,  Ilanil.<nn,  llnrdin.  Harper.   Derrick.  Holmes, 
llo|,kuM,  Hubard,  lludt-nn,  Wai^liinsinn  Hunt,  (^liartea  J. 
InEervnll,  Jotfrpli  R.  Iiiservoll.  Irvin,  Jenkx,  Jnliti  ('  Ken- 
nedy.   Preston  Kins.  Daniel   P.    King.  Kirkpnlriek.  La- 
branche.  Leonard,  Maelny,  MeCleMiiiid,  MeDowell.  Mcll- 
vsine,  MeKiiy,  Mar>-li,  Edward  J.  Morris,  Moritc.  Moi«eley, 
Murpby.  Ni'vvtnti,  Purtnenter,  Pafter!*on,  Klit^tia  U.  Potter, 
Emery  D-  Poller,  TrueKm,  Ramsey,  Rayner,  UIii-ll,  Uock- 
well,  Rogers,  Bni^sell, Sample.  Sauitili-Tit,  Sehenclc.  Seuler, 
Severancr,  Siinp.M>n,  Stidetl.  Albert  Smith,  t^iteb  B.  Smith, 
Stetson.  Andrew  Stewart,  Stile,>,  Taylor,  Tlloin|MOn,  'i'lb- 
hatt-*,  Tilden,  'J'ueker,  Tyler,  Vance,  V'aiuneter.  Vinton, 
Weiliered,  VVheaton,  White,  Williams,  WinUirup,  and 
Williniu  Wright- 1U6. 

The  question  then  bein<r  upon  the  adoption  of 
Ihc  second  branch  of  tlieamcifdment,  (Mr.  Har- 
alson's proposition,) 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  snid  he  hoped  the  call  for 
the  yeas  and  nnya  would  be  withdrawn. 

The  SPE.4.KER  said  the  domi\nd  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  would  be  consideted  wjihdrawn  if  there 
was  no  objection. 

No  objection  was  heard,  and  the  question  was 

Cut;  and  u|>on  a  division,  the  voles  were  counted 
y  the  Speaker,  and  stood — ayes  77,  noc*  42.^ 

The  second  branch  of  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 

The  question  upon  the  ensrossment  of  the  bill 
was  the  question  next  pendln»;  and  upon  this 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  demanded  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  RATH  BUN- inquired  if  it  was  now  in  or- 
der t<i  move  nn  additional  clause  to  the  bill? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  it  would  not,  as 
the  previous  question  had  been  demanded. 

The  question  upon  the  engrossment  was  then 
put,  and  carried. 

The  bill  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  ques- 
tion was  put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  RATH  BUN  moved  to  recommit  the  bill, 
-v^ith  instructions  that  the  committee  report  the 
roliowing  amendment: 
-    That  no  cadet  aliall  be  appninied  after  the  passage  of  this 

The  SPEAKER  decided  the  motion  out  of 
onier. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded ;  and  upon 
the  main  question,  "Shall  the  bill  pass?-"  the 
yeao  and  nays  were  ordered;  and,  being  taken, 
resulted— yeas  109,  nay  67;  as  follows: 

YEAS— MewrB.  Abbott,  Adanw,  Anderson,  Alkinton, 
Barrioger,  Bdward J.  Black,Jain(»  Black,  Blnckwell,  Bow- 
lin,  Jacob  Brinkcrboff,  Jeremiab  Browu,  Buffington,  Bun, 
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Carroll,  Oauain,  Chilton,  Clinch,  Clingman,  Clintnn. Cobb, 
Coles,  Collainer,  Cranston,  Daniel,  Garrett  Davis,  Kichard 
D.  Davis,  Deberry,  Delist,  Dickey,  Dillilighatn,  Drom 
gonic,  Dunl.ip,  Ellis,  Fish,  Fool,  Frencli,  vVlllis  Green, 
Uyram  Green,  Grinnell,Grider,  Hamlin,  Haralson,  Hardin, 
Harper.  Ilerriek,  Holmes,  Hopkins,  Hubard,  Hudson, 
Wosliingtoir  Hunt,  Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll, 
Irvin,  Jenks,  John  P.  Kennedy,  Preston  King,  Daniel  P. 
Kinii,  Kirkpatriek.  Labranehc,  Leonard,  Lyon,  Maclay, 
McClelland,  McDowell,  Mcllvninr,  McKay.  Marsh,  Ed- J 
ward  J.  Morris,  Morse,  Moselcy,  Murphy,  Newton,  Par- 
inenler,  Patterson,  Elisha  U.  Potter,  Emery  D-  Potter, 
Pratt,  Preston,  Purdy,  Ramsey.  Rayner,  Rhett,  Rockwell, 
Rogers,  Uu'well,  Sample,  Saunders,  Schenck,  Senter,  Sev- 
erance. Simpson.  Sliiiell.  Allien  Smith.  Stephens,  Sieison, 
Stiles,  Tavlor,  'J'liompson,  TibbatLs,  Tihleo,  Tyler,  Vance, 
Vinti'ii,  Weiliered,  VVheaton,  VVIiili:,  Williams,  VVintlirop, 
and  William  Wright— 109. 

NAVS— Messrs.  Benton.  Ridlack.  Bower,  Boyd,  Brod- 
head,  Aaron  V.  Orown,  Milton  Brown,  William  J.  Brown, 
Bnrke.  Caldwell.  (Ratlin,  Keuben  ly'hanman.  Culloni,  Dana, 
John  VV.  Davis.  Dicknison,  Duncan.  Fieklin,  Foster,  Hale, 
Hays,  Henley,  Hoge,  Hmiston,  Huhbell,  Hughes,  Hunger* 
ford,  James  B.  Hunt,  Jameson,  Cave  Johnson,  Perley  B. 
Johnson,  Andrew  Jidnison,  George  W.  Jones,Andre'w  Ken- 
nedy. Lewis,  Lucas,  Lumpkin,  McCauslen,  Metjlernand, 
McCiHinell,  Mtmre,  Joseph  Morris,  Owen,  Payne,  Peyton, 
Rnllilmn,  David  S.  Rcid.  Reding,  Rcll'e,  Bitter,  Roberu, 
Robiiisnu,  St.  John,  'I'homas  H.  Seymimr,  Simons,  John 
T.  Snufh.  'i'homas  Smith,  Robert  Smith,  Sleenrod,  John 
Stewart.  Stone.  Sykes,  Tucker,  Welter,  Wentwonh,  Joseph 
A.W'righl,  and  Yost— IT?. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

Mr.  FISH  moved  the  reconsideration  of  the 
vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed;  which  was 
rejected  without  a  division. 

The  queiition  being  on  the  title  of  the  bill, 

Mr.  WENTWORTH  moved  to  amend  it,  so 
as  to  make  it  read,  "  a  bill  to  put  dgwn  the  mil- 
itia of  the  country." 

Mr.  W.,  however,  withdrew  the  amendment; 
and  the  title  was  agreed  to. 

ANNEXATION  OF  TEXAS. 

Mr.  WINTHROP  rose  to  ofler  resolutions  on 
a  subject  which  ought,  in  his  opinion,  at  an  early 
day,  to  receive  the  attention  of  the  House  and  the 
country.  Mr.  W.  then  offered  the  fullowingres- 
olulions: 

ReMhcil,  That  no  proposition  for  the  nnneialion  ofTexaa' 
to  the  United  States  ought  to  be  made,  or  assented  to,  by 
lliis  Government. 

Refoti-cd,  That  this  House  will  resolve  itselfinto  the  Com- 
nifttce  oftlie  Whole  on  tlie  state  of  the  Unimi,  fortlie  crm- 
sideration  of  the  above  resolution,  on  Wednesday,  the  9Uih 
instant ;  and  that  said  rcsolntiun  be  made  the  special  order 
i>f  the  day  until  disiioacd  of. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  oi^ected  to  the  reception  of 
the  resolution. 

Mr.WINTHROP  moved  to  suspend  the  rules, 
to  enable  him  to  offer  the  resolution;  and  called 
for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  motion;  which  wer« 
ordered. 
.  The  question  was  then  taken  nn  suspending 
the  rules,  and  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  40, 
nays  122;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. .Abbott,  Adams,  Jeremiah  Brown,  Buf- 
fington, Carroll,  Coltamer,  Cranston,  Richard  D.  Davis, 
Dickey.  Foot,  OMdings,  Grinnell,  Harper.  Hudson,  Wash- 
ington Hunt,  Joseph  R.  Jng*-rsoll,  Irvin,  Jenks,  Perley  B. 
Jnlinson,  John  P.  Kennedy,  Daniel  P.  King.  Mcllvaine, 
Marst),  Edward  J.  Morris,  Morse,  Patterwiu,  Elisha  K.  Pot-, 
ter,  Ramsey,  Koekwell,  Rogers,  Sample,  Schenck,  Sever- 
ance, Summers,  Tyler,  Vintou,  White,  Wintlirop,  and 
Joseph  A.  Wright — 40. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Ashe,  Atkinson,  Rarringer, 
Denton,  Midlaek,  Edward  J.  Blnck,  James  Black,  Black- 
well,  Btiwer,  llnyd,  Jacob  Drinkerhoir,  Rrodhead,  Aaron 
V.  Brown,  Willlain  J.  Brown,  Burke,  llurt.  Caldwell,  Cat- 
lin,  Causin,  Reuben  Chapman,  Chilton,  Clinch.  Clingman, 
Clinton,  t'ohb,  Coles,  Cullom,  Dana.  Gurrett  Davis,  John 
W.  Davis,  Deberrv.  Delict,  Dickinson,  Diltingliaui.  Dntm- 
crKile,  Duncan.  Dunlap,  Fieklin,  Fish,  Foster,  Frencli, 
Willis  Green,  Grider,  H:(le,  Hamlin,  Haralson,  Hays,  Hen- 
ley, Ilerriek,  U<ilmes,  Hoge,  Hopkins,  Houston,  Hubard, 
Huhbell,  Hnngerrord,  James  It.  Hunt,  Charles  J.  Ingersoll, 
Jameson,  f>ave  Johnson,  A  ndrewJoliiisnn,  George  W.  Jones, 
Andrew  Kennedy,  Preston  King,  Kirkpalrick,  Labranctie, 
Leonanl,  Lewis,  Lucas,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Mnclay,  Mc- 
Clelland, McClerndnd,  McDowell,  McKay,  Moore,  Mnrpliy, 
Newton,  Owen,  Pannent-  r.  Payne.  Peyton,  F.inery  I).  Pot- 
ter, Purdy,  Rntlibnn,  Rayner,  David  S.  iieid,  Uediiig,  Relfe, 
Rhett,  Ritter,  Roberts,  Robinson,  Russell,  St.  John,  Saun- 
ders, Senter,  Thomas  H.  Seymour,  Simons,  Simpson,  Sli- 
dell,  John  T.  Smith,  Thomas  Smith,  Riiheu  Smith,  Stern 
rod,  Suivens,  Slet-on,  John  Stewart,  StfUie,  Sykes,  Tii>Jor, 
Thompson, I'ibbatts.  Tucker,  VVeller,  Weniwortii,  Whcat- 
on,  Williams,  and  Yost- 1-22. 

INDEPENDENT  TREASURY. 

Mr.  WELLERmoved  to  print  fifteen  thousand 


extra  copies  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Waysand  Meansaccompanying  the  independent- 
Treasury  bill  for  the  itjse  of  the  members.  He 
would  observe  that,  if  this  order  be  made  now, 
the  printing  of  the  extra  copies  could  be  done  at ' 
a  less  expense  iliein  at  a  futiirs  time.  If  any  ob- 
jections were  made  to  this  motion,  he  would  move 
to  suspend  the  rules  to  enable  him  to  submit  it. 

Objections  being  made, 

Mr.  WELLER accordingly  moved  ta  suspend 
the  rules. 

Mr.  WHITE  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  being  ordered, 

The  question  was  Uken;  and  decided  in  the 
negative— yeas  100,  nays  62;  there  not  being  two 
thirds. 

RHODE  ISLAND  MEMORIAL. 

The  question  on  the  resolution  from  the  select 
committee  on  the  Rhode  Island  memorial  came 
np;  but,  on  motion  of  Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana, 
it  was  piistponed  until  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  moved  a  suspension 
of  the  rules,  so  as  to  permit  committees  to  be 
called  for  reports;  but  the  motion  was  not  agreed 
to. 

PRIVATE  BILL  DAY. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  the  order  of  the 
day  to  be  the  bills  on  the  Private  Calenilar. 

Mr.  HALE  called  up  the  pending  question  on 
the  reconsideration  of  the  vote  by  which  a  bill 
was  passed  on  a  previoiis  day  for  the  relief  of 
Wilfiam  Ellery. 

The  vote  was  taken  by  Messrs.  Wintbbop 
and  BtiKKE,  tellers,  and  they  reported — ayes  69, 
noes  43. 

So  the  vote  was  reconsidered. 

The  vote  was  then  agreed  to  be  taken  on  the 
engrossment  of  the  bill,  on  which  the  yeas  antl 
nays  were  ordered;  and  being  taken,  resulted— 
yeas  69,  nays  67. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

The  question  being  upon  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  a  brief  debate  ensued,  in  which  Messrs.  C. 
JOHNSON,  WINTHROP,  and  KING  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, took  part. 

Mr.  HALE  demanded  the  previous  question; 
which  was  seconded,  and  the  main  question  or 
dered — viz:  "Shall  the  bill  pass.'" 

Upon  this  question  the  yeas  and  nays  were  de- 
manded, and  ordered;  and  being  taken,  resulted — 
yeas  72,  nays  69. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

The  House  then  totOc  up  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  John  P.  Scliuyler,  the  question  being  on  its 
engrossment;  and  after  a  debate,  in  which  Messrs. 
C.  JOHNSON,  RAMSEV,  RATHBUN,  and 
TUCKER  took  part,  the  question  was  pjit,  and 
decided  in  the  affirmative. 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  was 
then  taken  by  yeas  ond  nays,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  71,  nays  61. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  owner  and  crew  of 
the  schoonerSucccss  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed; 
and  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Also,  the  following: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  B.  Folger; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  B.  Tuck; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  William  Au- 
gustus Atlee; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  M.  Jones;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Dean. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


The  following  petitions,  presented  to-day,  were  handed 
to  the  reporters  by  the  members  presenting  them ; 

By  Mr.St.JOHN:  The  inemorial  of  Henry  Eliertand  one 
hundred  and  sixteen  citizens  of  Seneca  county,  Ohio,  ask- 
ing an  appropriation  to  perfect  ihu  provisions  of  a  treaty 
entered  into  with  several  tribes  of  Indians,  at  Browns- 
town,  in  the  Territory  of  Michignh. 

By  Mr.  I  A.MSE  V :  The  memorial  of  John  Reynolds  and 
one  hundred  and  forty  others,  citizens  of  Lebanon  county, 
Pennsylvania,  pia>ing  Conitress  to  maintain  the  taritf  of 
l&4i2,  urtil  exiierience  shall  have  deinonstmted,  by  ascer- 
tained f.tcts,  that  a  change  would  be  for  the  better. 

By  Mr.  OWEN  :  The  petition  of  Lucreiia  Footfor  a  pen- 
sion ;  whicli  WIS  refcned  to  tlieCommluee  on  BevolutiOD- 
ary  Penuons. 
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March  16, 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Satdrdat,  March  16,  1844. 

Mr.  SIMONd  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

HtKlvci,  That  Ihpre  be  appointed  a  standing  committee 
of  tlii«  tloiue,  to  consist  of  iliree  members,  to  be  called  the 
Committee  on  Engraving,  to  whom  shall  be  referred  by  tlie 
Cleric,  all  drawings,  mupa,  charts,  or  otlter  fmpers,  which 
may,  at  any  time,  come  before  the  House  lor  engraving, 
litbogroplting,  or  publishing  in  any  way ;  which  committee  I 
shall  report  to  the  House  whether  the  same  ouglit.  in  their 
opinion,  be  published ;  and  if  the  House  order  the  publi. 
cation  of  the  same,  the  said  committee  shall  direct  Uie  size 
and  manner  of  execution  of  all  such'map!*,  charts,  draw- 
ings, ur  other  papers,  and  to  contniet  by  agreement,  in  writ- 
ing, for  all  such  engraviiig.lithnijrn  piling, printing,drawing, 
and  coloring  ns  may  be  ordered  by  lite  House  ;  which  agree- 
ment, in  writing,  simll  be  furnished  by  said  committee  to 
the  Committee  of  Accounts,  to  govern  said  committee  in 
all  allowances  for  such  worlts ;  and  it  shall  be  in  order  for 
attfd  committee  to  report  at  all  times. 

Mr.  STEENROO  objected  to  the  increase  o( 
the  standing  committees;  but  if  a  committee  must 
be  appointed,  he  thought  it  should  consist  of  the 
tisual  number  of  members  that  constitute  the  com- 
mittees of  this  House.  He  suggested  the  propri- 
ety of  giving  this  business  to  the  Committee  of 
Accounts;  and  he  so  moved  to  amend  the  resolu- 
tion. He  spoke  at  some  length  on  this  branch  of 
business,  and  the  alleged  frauds  in  connection 
therewith. 

Mr.  SIMONS  defended  his  resolution,  and  con- 
tended for  the  necessity  of  the  appointment  of  a 
committee,  to  guard  against  the  abuses  now  so 
apparent  in  the.  engraving  done  for  the  House. 
Mr.  S.  entered  at  some  length  Into  an  exposition 
of  the  abuses  which  had  been  practiced  in  rela- 
tion to  the  subject  of  engraving;  showing,  from 
tabular  statements,  that  sums  Imd  been  paid  for 
lithographing  enormously  disproporliunaic  to  the 
estimated  value  of  the  work. 

The  following  are  some  ofthe  items  referreif  to: 

For  lithographic  charts  of  the  bar  and  bay  of 
St.  Joseph's  and  Ship  Island  inlet,  twelve  hun- 
dred and  fifty  copies,  the  lithographer  received 
fl,300.     Estimate  for  engraving  the  sumc,  $160. 

For  lithographing  Texas  boundary,  there  has 
been  paid  $75U.  Estimate  for  engraving  the  same,  \ 
|400. 

Mr.  Throop  estimates  the  engraving  of  Cape  '■ 
Fear  river  at  $300.  Mr.  Graham,  for  lithograph-  I 
ing,  estimates  the  same  at$15G.  The  lithographer  I 
received  for  this  $3,500.  j 

Wilmington  harbor,  estimated  cost  of  liiho-  j 
graphing,  $183.     Paid,  $4,000.  Ii 

For  lithographing  Tybee  bnr,  estimated  cost, 'i 
(S50.   There  has  been  paid  for  the  same,  $.'>,40U.  ' 

For  coloring  mnps,  charts,  &c.,  by  diflVrent  I 
persons,  $3,789;  of  which  $iU0or  $80U  were  paid  | 
to  a  single  female  member  of  one  of  the  olriccrs'  i 
families — the  officer's  salary  being  $3,000  per  I 
annum.  i 

Mr.  S.  adduced,  as  another  gross  abuse,  that ! 
fifty  dollars  was  paid  fur'piAting  up,  boxiiis,  and  I 
cartage  of  the  maps,  when  the  boxes  could  not  \ 
have  cost  over  five  dollnis,  and  the  cartage  not  { 
over  one  dollar.  All  these  abuses  hud  occurred  j 
within  the  last  four  years.  i| 

Mr.  PATTERSON  s«id  he  was  very  glad  that ' 
the  gentleman  from  C<>iiiiecti<ui(  hiid  brought  this  | 
subject  to  the  notice  of  the  House.  lie  liad  no  } 
doubl  that  thousands  of  dolK^ra  might  be  saved,  I 
provided  the  proposiiiuii  of  the  geiiileinun  was 
adopted. 

Mr.  WENTVVORTH  dcm.nndod  the  previous 
question;  but  withdrew  the  demand  to  permit 

Mr,  ADAMS  tn.make  some  ivinurks.  He  in- 
quired of  the  chairman  of  the  roinmiiicc  who  had 
reported  this  resolution,  wheilxT  the  committee  ' 
v/crc  informed  of  the  names  of  the  persons  by  I 
whom  these  contracts  liad  been  maiJe  whereby  \ 
the  Government  had  been  forced  to  pay  ten  times  ij 
the  valui'  of  till!  maps?  |, 

Mr.  SIMONS  -replied  that  the  committee  had  I 
thought  it  best  to  avoid  giving  nny  more  than  the  ,' 
general  view  of  the  abuses^unlees  more  specific  ij 
information  were  specially  demanded.  I 

Mr.  AD.VMS  said  ihia  was  not  the  first  time 
that  he  had  witncKRcd  a  debate  in  this  House  upon  ; 
the  subject  of  engraving;  nor  wns  it  the  first  time  1' 
that  he  had  hinrd  cIiiuj;ps  of  a  most  extraoidi-  > 
nary  clinrncler.  He  did  not  know  how  the  com-" 
iniilee  could  proceed  with  tin  inquiry  into  gross  i 
corruption  without  ini.\ing  pensmialities  with  it; ! 
for  otherwise,  of  what  use  would  it  be  to  expose  " 
these  monstrous  exiiavaganccs  and  frauds.'     lli! 


would  be  a  mere  abstraction,  though  not  a  Vir- 
ginia abstraction — an  abstraction  of  a  diflerent 
nature  Now,  the  gentleman  had  disclosed  cer- 
tainly a  number  of  interesting  facts;  and  he  would 
like  to  know  on  what  persons  these  facts  bore.  If 
they  were  questions  of  abstract  wrong,  without 
reference  to  particular  persons,  he  did  not  see 
where  the  remedy  could  be  applied.  He  could 
.not  conceive  how  the  inquiry  into  the  commission 
of  crimes  coOld  have  been  made  without  reference 
to  persons;  and  he  made  this  remark  in  justice  to 
persons  as  well  as  to  the  public;  for  it  might  be 
that  those  implicated  could,  if  an  opportunity 
were  afforded  them,  show  thal^they  were  not  so 
>:ulpable  as  the  committee  supposed.  If  an  au- 
thority to  examine  persons  and  papers  should  be 
deemed  necessary,  lie  would  move  to  give  it. 

Mr.  SIMONS  said  that  the  object  of  the  com- 
mittee was  to  break  up  the  system  of  extrava- 
gance that  hnd  prevailed,  rather  than  implii!ate 
persons;  for  the  evidence  they  had  been  able  to 
collect,  though  strong  enough  to  show  that  abuses 
existed,  was  not  such  as  it  would  be  proper  to 
implicate  individuals  on. 

Mr.  HALE  hoped  that  the  resolution  would 
be  adopted;  and  before  he  took  his  seat,  he  would 
propose  an  amendment  to  it.  While  up,  he  would 
lake  occasion  to  say  a  word  or  two  on  this  sub- 
ject of  the  reformation  of  abuses.  When,  some 
weeks  ago,  an  honorable  genth'man  from  Mis- 
souri alluded  to  an  abuse  that  had  been  committed 
in  the  Navy  Department,  by  which  the  Govern- 
ment had  been  defrauded  out  of  $17,500,  in  a  con- 
tract of  $18,000,  and  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
[Mr.  Wise]  replied  that  this  was  one  of  the  liule 
abuses,  he  confessed  he  considered  it  rather  a 
rhetorical  fiourrsh  than  a  matter  of  sober  fact.  At 
this  session,  a  Committee  of  Retrenchment  washp- 
poiiiied;  and  they  had  already  ferreted  out  abuses 
which  ought  to  make  every  member  of  the  House 
blush  to  think  that  they  had  ever  cxi.ited.  This 
report,  now  before  the  House,  showed  that  not 
fraud  only,  but  swindling  and  downright  rob- 
bery, had  been  practiced  on  the  Government, 
charging  four  or  five  thousand  dollars,  for  that 
which  the  mechanic  who  executed  it  received 
two  hundred  and  fifty;  and  yet  he  would  not  be 
surprised  if  the  matter  was  permitted  to  rest 
where  it  is. 

After  a  few  more  remarks,  Mr.  H.  offered  an 
amendment. 

The  SPE.\KER  said  that  the  amendment  was 
not  in  order. 

Mr.  HALE  requested  that  it  should  be  read 
for  the  intormation  of  the  House. 

The  amendment  was  read. 

Messifl.  TYLER  and  <>AYNE,  members  of 
the  committee,  made  a  few  remarks  in  explana- 
tion; when 

The  SPE.\KER  announced  that  the  morning 
hour  had  expired. 

nEPItRTS  FRO.M  CO.MMITTEES. 

Mr.  D.VVIS,  of  Indiana,  moved  to  suspend  ihe 
roles  for  one  hour,  for  the  purpose  of  receivi.ig 
such  reports  of  the  standing  committees  as  would 
not  give  rise  to  debate. 

Mr.  VANCE  reminded  tiie  HoMse  that  (his 
was  private  bill  day. 

ThoSPEAK«ER  remarked  that  the  question 
\(as  not  debatable. 

The  question  was  put  on  Mr.  Davis's  motion; 
and  it  was  rejected. 

BNCRAVIXC  MAPS — AGAIN. 

Mr.  S1M0.\S  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  for 
the  purpose  of  proceeding  with  the  consideration 
ofthe  resolution  on  the  subject  of  engrovin-^  maps; 
and  the  questioji  being  ]iul,  resulted — yeas  73, 
nays  34. 

No  quorum  voting,  thequestion  was  again  put, 
and  taken  by  tellers;  and  resulted — uyes8I,noes 
31. 

So  the  rules  were  suspended,  and  the  resolu- 
tion again  taken  up  for  consideration. 

Mr.  P.WiN'E  uaid  that,  in  consideration  of  the 
siibjeci,  the  cuniiiiittee  had  discovered  nothing 
which  could  be  de(Mned  fraudulent;  but  it  appeared 
evident  ihal  there  weie  abuses,  arising,  in  tlie  first 
place,  from  the  fact  lhal  ihc  contracts  had  been 
made  without  nny  fi:ced  principle.  Ilwastothai 
point  that  the  inquiries  ofthe  committee  were  di- 
rected; and  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  applying  the 
remedy  that  the  report  was  madu      Mr.  P.  hero 


referred  lo  several  abuses  which  had  been  prac- 
ticed, such  as  charging  $228  for  the  paper  on 
which  a  certain  map  was  printed,  Ihoueh  it  cost 
only  $78;  and  charging  a  profit  of  $5,074  on  the 
execution  of  a  single  map. 

Mr.  COBB  moved  the  previous  question. 

The  SPEAKER  put  the  question  on  the  pre- 
vious question;  and  there  was  a  second. 

The  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  put;  the 
amendment  ofthe  gentleman  from  Virgin«a'[Mr. 
Steekrod]  was  negatived;  and  the  resolution, as 
originally  proposed,  was  agreed  to. 

DANIEL  DEAN. 

Mr.  KING,  of  New  York,  moved  a  reconsid- 
eration of  the  vote  by  which  the  House  yesterday 
passed  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Dean. 

Soine  discussion  ensued,  in  which  Messrs. 
DELLET,  THO.MPSON,  VANCE,  SAMPLE, 
HARDIN,  KINGofNew  York, and  GIDDING3 
took  part.  The  vote  on  the  motion  to  reconsider 
was  I  hen  taken  by  tellers,  [Messrs.  Grihmell 
and  Ateikson,]  and  resulted — ayes  60,  noes  42; 
no  quorum  voting. 

The  SPEAKER  said  there  was  evidently  a 
quorum  preseni;  and  lie  called  upon  gerttlemen  to 
vole  either  on  one  side  or  the  other. 

The  vote  was  again  taken;  and  resulted — aye* 
C6,  noes  51. 

So  the  vole  wat'  reconsidered. 
'  Mr.  COBB  then  made  some  observations  on 
the  principle  involved. 

The  question  being  on  the  passage  of  the  bill, 

Mr.  VANCE  called  for  the  yeas  and  navs; 
which  were  ordered;  and  being  taken,  resulteii — 
yeas  Gl,  nays  71. 

So  the  bill  was  rejected. 

ENGRAVING  av  MAPS — AGAIN. 

Mr.  HALE  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rule  to 
enable  him  to  offer  the  following  resolution: 

Rnalrcl,  That  Ihe  CommiitM  on  Gngraviog  be  autbor- 
izcd  and  required  to  report  to  this  llo,i,ie  the  names  of  tlie 
pervoui*  concerned  in  the  frauds  which  were  indicated  as 
existing  iti  relation  to  the  matter  of  engiavinf . 

The  motion  did  not  prevail. 

RHODE  ISLAND  AFFAIRS. 

Mr.  ADAMS  moved  a  suspension  ofthe  rules 
(o  enable  him  to  offer  the  following  resolution: 

Retolred,  Tlial  the  l>re<idenl  of  the  (Jniteil  Slates  be  re- 
f|Uesled(Oconmiunicatetnihii«HoUBcnny  npidientiontoliim 
by  the  laie  charter  government  of  the  State  uf  Rhode  Mand 
fur  the  exercise  of  Iiii4  authority,  in  execution  of  tile  giisraiitee 
stipulated  by  the  fourth  section  of  die  fourth  article  of  llie 
t^nnslitniion  of  the  United  State;, ;  the  measures  authorized 
by  him  in  eon,.equ(*iice  of  such  applicntion,  with  copies  of 
nil  orders  and  instraciimis  to  any  ofHcer  of  the  Army,  any 
orders  I'rom  the  War  Department,  and  n'ports  by  sucUotlierr* 
to  ihK>nid  Depanmenf.and  all  mlicrc  'rre>p<indeneearilM 
Uoveriinieiit  of  the  l}iiited  Stales  relating  to  Uie  sabiect. 

Mr.  BURKE  observed  that  the  select  commit- 
tee on  the  Rhode  Island  memorial  had  directed 
the  chairman  of  that  committee  to  report  a  reso- 
lution, calling  fiir'the  same  information. 

On  a  motion  for  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  the 
yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and  being  taken,  re- 
sulted—^eas  70,  nays  G3;  as  follows: 

V  GAS— .Messrs.  Abbott.  Adams,  Oaker.  Oarrtnger.  Brt>d- 
liend.  iVIilton  Itrovvii.  William  J.  l-rowii.  Jeremiili  Itniwu, 
t;anipliell,  Cary, Carroll,  t.'tiilin,  Cau>ili,  Clinch,  Cliitguian, 
Colhimer.  Craii.<lim,  tlniiiel,  Itiehard  .1).  Davi.;,  Drbrrry, 
Delict.  Dickey.  Dillingllani,  Duiitap,  Finh.  French,  (iM- 
dings.  Griniiell,  llnrdin,  Harper,  lluiiues,  llog**,  \?a^bius- 
ton  Hum,  Jnme^  It.  Hunt,  Clinrles  J.  In^enuill,  J<»rph  R. 
Ingersnll,  Irvin.  Jeiik.:,  I'erley  It  Jolni.on,  John  P.  Ken- 
nedy, Diniel  1*.  Kins.  Iaoii',  Maehiy.  McDowell,  Melll- 
vuine.  lllward  J.  .Morris,  (iwen,  raltersoii.  Elldia  It.  PiHler, 
Emery  D.  Pmier,  Pratt,  Itamn'y,  Ri'li'c.  Ilnrkwi'll,  lingers. 
Sample.  ."Center.  Severance,  AIImti  Smith.  Cab-b  11.  Hmith, 
Stone,  'rild'ii,  TnekcT.  Tyler,  Vanee.  Vinton.  WenlworUi, 
WlieaKni,  While,  Williams,  and  Wililbmtt -TO. 

N.WS— Mcssr.*.  Anderson.  Atkinson,  Uentoa,  Oidlack, 
James  lllack,  Jacob  llrlnkeiiinir,  lliirke.  Run.  CaMwIi, 
Reuben  Chaimian,  Augustus  A.  Clnipiiian,  Cobb.  C"le»s 
Cullotn.  Dana,  John  W.  Davis,  Dawson.  Dmiiignole.  Dow- 
can.  Ficktio,  Poster,  Hate.  Hamlin.  Hays,  llerriek,  H^p- 
kins,  linuston,  lliilmrd,  Uubbell,  llui^n'nrd,  Jamnwa, 
l-'avo  Johnson,  Andrew  J<>hnsoii,  Preston  King,  Kitkjial- 
rick,  I.atiranelie.l.uea-i.  Lumpkin,  MeCau..|eii..Mcl.'lelta:id, 
.Met>miieil.  McKay,  Jiwepli  Morris.  Pur.lv,  ItsdiHio.  I>»- ' 
vi.l  S.  Reid.  Reding.  Hitter,  Robinson,  ltu<«ll,  SI.  J'*", 
Saunders,  Simons,  Slidell,  John  T.  Sinhli.  Ruben  Sn>iih, 
Sieennnl,  Stetson,  Stiles,  Sykes,  Taylor,  Tboai|isoa,  and 
Tibbatti— Oi. 

PRIVATE  BILLS. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  private  bills;  and  the  following,  after  bcinK  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed,  were  reatl  the  third  Uaae 
and  passed: 

A  bill  for  tlie  relief  of  Istiac  Fcssendeo; 
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A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Qervis  Foote; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Alborne  Allen; 

A  bill  supplemental  loan  Rct  approved  June  S!d, 
1838,  for  tlie  relief  of  Jehu  Hollinsworth; 

A  bill  fur  the  relief  of  Joseph  Bonnel; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Frederick  Hopkins; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Parnliam; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Arthur  R.  Frogge; 

A  bill  for  the.relief  of  Levi  Colmus; 

A  bill  for  the'relief  of  Joseph  Watson; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Simeon  Caswell; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  Justice; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  Joseph  Ramsejr; 

An  act  to  authorize  the  enirjr  of  certain  lands 
occupied  by  branch  piloisof  the  port  of  New  Or- 
leans and  others  in  the  State  of  Louisiana. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  H.  Hoag  and 
others. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Grant,  Sarah 
Grant,  Israel  P.  Sione,  and  Emily  Pinkham, 
owners  ofilic  fishing  schooner  Jumes  and  Henry, 
of  Cope  Porpoise,  Maine,  was  not  disposed  of 
when  the  House  adjourned. 


Tbe  following  petition*,  prewnted  to  day,  were  handed 
to  tllc  re|M)rlcrt  by  tim  mtMiiben  prcHeiitiiig  tliem: 

By  Mr.  IIOGE::  The  petition  of  J.  II.  Jnlinmn,  8.  D. 
Cnindall,aiul  Ibrty  niiieotlifn,  ciiizi'itsnf VVItiicsidecoDii- 
iy,  in  tile  Stutu  oi'  llliiHHrt.  prnyiui;  the  eifuhliihuient  of  a 
ninil  rrtutc  rniiii  IVuriH,  in  Teuria  county,  via  Mount  Haw- 
ley,  Wyuniniil.  Toulon,  tin*  watofjui^tice  nl*  Slark  rounly, 
Weltiefitllvld,  G..niieM<e,,,  sfharoii,  nnil  Crand.nll  'i  FcTry, 
to  All»aiiy  or  Kullon  city,  i»  Whiteside  county,  in  wnd 
Slate  ot'  Illinois;  wbidt  were  referred  tu  tfie  Comniillee 
on  the  Fosi  C>lhr«-  and  Po,>t  Httsui*. 

By  Mr.  PET'l'lT:  'I'he  rffiiioniitrance  of  William  Howe 
and  one  hundred  idher*.  ciiizi-iH  of  Fountain  county,  Indi. 
ana,  against  fliu  annexnti,ni  of  Texas  to  ihia  Union  ;wbicli 
wait  referred  to  the  Comniiitee  on  Foreign  AOhirs. 

Als4»,  the  p«?tiiion  of  8. 1^.  Miller  and  nineteen  othem, 
asking  a  grant  of  Uie  unwdd  land*  in  Uie  Viiicennca  dis- 
trict, in  Miid  t^lnle,  for  the  exleii»ion  of  the  Wabanh  and 
Erie  canal  to  the  (Niio  river;  wliicli  wan  referred  to  the 
Coinmiuee  on  Knadrtand  t*annls. 

AIM),  the  p«.'iiiioii  of  II.  tireenwoodnnd  seventy-live  oth- 
er*, citizens  of  Fountain  Cfniiity.  Indiana  ;*  the  JH>tition  of 
E.  M.  MeOoiiald  and  Afl«4en  ndien*.  of  Warren  couniy,  Indi  - 
ana;  the  p,;litioii  of  W.  M.  Harris  and  thirteen  oUiers,  of 
said  eouniy  and  E*uite;  the  petilioii  of  J.  I..  Johnson  and 
twenty  three  others,  of  tllevaine  county  and  Stale  ;  the  pe-  j 
lition  of  S  A.  Parker  niid  tweniy-iinir  others,  of  the  said 
eouHiy  and  :sinte;  the  petition  of  Nicholas  Slieffer  and 
twenty  iMliers,  of  the  ..-inie  county  and  Sinie  ;  the  petition 
of  VVilliaiu  It.  Itoyerniid  llUecn  others,  of  the  same  couiily 
and  ^titte;  all  praying  a  grant  of  the  unsnlj  lands  in  the 
Vincenues,  miawneeiowii,  ami  Pulmtiiie  districts,  In  the 
Blotea  of  Isdiana  and  [llinois,  for  the  iniprovemenl  nf  Ute 
Wabash  river  ;  whicli  were  referred  ,to  the  Cuinniittee  on 
Roads  and  Canals. 

By  .Mr.  JA.ME^ON  :  The  petition  nf  James  W.  Orear 
Slid  eighty  others,  praying  that  a  mail  route  may  be  estab- 
lished on  Uie  Stale  road  fnnii  LexHigtoir,  by  Warrensburg, 
to  t;iiiiion,  .MisMiuri ;  wliicli  wits  referred  to  tbe  Comtnittee 
on  tlie  Post  OlDce  ninl  Post  Roads. 

By  Mr.  SAMPLE :  The  rcuioiistrance  nf  Herbert  Wil- 
lianis  and  seventy-nine  other  eiiizens  of  Indiana,  against 
the  annexatiiHi  of  Texas  to  Ulis  Union,  under  any  circuut- 
stanees  wbarever. 

By  Mr.  MUitltlS. of  Pennsylvania:  The  memorial  of  the 
Board  o  f  Trade  of  Phi ladelplii:i.  asking  Congress  to  make  an 
nppnipriation  for  the  repair  of  the  piers  for  the  pn>leclion 
of  shipping  at  Port  P>-nii.  in  the  river  Delaware,  which  are 
in  a  itilapidated  condition,  and  inaderiuuie  for  Uie  protec- 
tion of  the  great  number  of  shifts  that  resort  to  lliviu  for 
•belter.  

IN  SENATE. 
MoKDAT,  March  18,  1844. 

Mr.  BAYARD  presented  a  memorial  from  a 
number  of  inhiibitanis  of  Philadelphia,  praying 
that  an  appropriation  may  be  made  for  the  repair 
and  reconstruction  of  the  piers  at  Port  Penn,  in 
the  river  Delaware;  whicli  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  FOSTER  presented  a  memorial  from  John 
Carter,  of  Georgetown,  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, prajring  Congress  to  pnasa  law  granting  him 
permission  to  introduce  into  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia a  negro  man;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  BARROW  presented  n  petition  from  Mar- 
quis Fulton  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  praying  the 
passage  of  a  law  to  |>crniit  him  to  enter  u  tract  of 
land  under  preemption  ri!>ht;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Cominiitee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  WHITE  presented  a  memorial  from  sun- 
dry inhabitants  of  Indiana,  on  the  subject  of 
making  a  grant  of  land  to  that  State  for  the  ex- 
tension of  the  Wabash  end  Erie  canal  to  the  Ohio 
river;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

Mr.  S  rURGEON  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  instructing  the  Sen- 


ators, and  requesting  the  Representatives  from 
that  Slate,  to  vote  for  the  bill  now  before  the 
House  of  Representatives,  or  some  similar  bill, 
to  amend  and  revive  the  act  gn\niitig  half  pay  nnd 
pensions  to  widows  of  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
Revolution;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  MOREHEAD  presented  a  memorial  from 

Benjamin  Etting  ami  anumber  of  others,  citizens 

of  Pennsylvania,  representing  that  the  larilT  of 

I  1842  had  already  produced  extraordinary  results 

I  in  reviving  the  business,  and  giving  employment 

to  the  labor  and  industrj^  of  the  country,  and 

I  praying  Congress  to  abstain  from  any  legislation 

upon  the  subject  until,  at  least,  its  results  showed 

that  legislation  was  proper;  which  was  referred 

to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  presented  a  petition  from 
Bela  Young,  praying  for  an  increase  of  pension; 
which  was  referred  to-  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions'. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  presented  a  petition  from 
two  hundred  citizens  of  Lawrence  county,  Indi- 
ana, praying  Congress  to  make  n  grant  of  land  to 
that  State  to  extend  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal 
to  Evansville,  on  the  Ohio  river;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  a  petition  from 
Catharine  S.  Raguet,  widow  of  Condy  Raguel, 
asking  compensation  for  diplomatic  services  ren- 
dered by  her  husband  as  consul  and  chorgfiof  the 
United  States  at  the  Court  of  Brazil;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Also,  a  petition  from  Edward  Lynch  and  a 
number  of  others,  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  sim- 
ilar to  several  already  presented, asking  Congress 
to  permit  the  present  tariff  to  exist  until  it  was 
ascertained  bv  facts  that  some  change  in  it  was 
necessary;  wliich  was  refeired  to  the  Committee 
on  Finkncp. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  presented  a  memorial 
from  Nancy  Parker,  of  New  London,  Connecti- 
cut, (the  daughter  and  only  surviving  child  of 
Captain  Timothy  Parker,  who  resided  at  Nor- 
wich, Connecticut,)  asking  Congress  to  make  her 
some  remuneration  for  the  revolutionary  services 
of  her  father  in  the  Navy  of  the'United  States< 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Claims. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  Mary  Williams,  of  Elast 
Hartford,  Connecticut,  praying  Congress  to  pass 
a  law  carrying  into  effect  a  law  passed  at  the  last 
session, granting  to  her  a  pension  for  the  services 
of  her  husband,  which  law  the  Department  re- 
fused to  execute  because  he  was  a  deserter.  Mr. 
H.  remarked  that  Congress  was  aware,  before 
the  law  was  passed,  that  he  had  deserted  before 
the  expiration  of  his  service;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

On  motioir  of  Mr.  FOSTER,  the  Committee 
on  Claims  was  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  petition  of  Adam  D.  Stewart,  for 
the  reimbursement  of  a  sum  of  money  paid  by  him 
for  the  recovery  of  certain  public  funds  which 
were  stolen  while  under  his  charge. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WHITE,  the  Committee  of 
Indian  Affairs  was  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  resolution  of  the  Legislature 
of  Ohio,  on  the  subject  of  making  provision  for 
the  benefit  of  the  present  occupants  of  the  lands 
formerly  owned  by  the  Wyandot  Indians  in  that 
Stale,  on  the  ground  that  the  subject  of  the  peti- 
tion was  a  matter  properly  in  tlie  discretion  of 
the  Executive  for  adjustment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WHITE,  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs  was  discharged  from  the  further 
consideraiion  of  the  petition  of  a  number  of  citi- 
zens of  North  Carolina,  pray;  g  that  the  board 
of  commissioners,  appointed  untler  the  Cherokee 
treaty  of  1835  and  1836,  may  be  required  to  de- 
cide upon  the  claims  to  reservations  under  the 
treaty  of  1817  and  1819,  on  the  ground  that  the 
subject  was  not  one  lj>r  legislative  action,  it  be- 
ing one  to  be  adjusted  in  the  discretion  of  the 
Executive. 

Mr.  KING  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  com- 
mittee should  present  written.reports  on  all  peti- 
tions, the  prayers  of  which  could  not  be  granted, 
.adverse  to  the  prayer,  for  the  action  of  the  Sen- 
ate; if  not,  they  would,  year  after  year,  have  to 
make  investigations  of  the  same  matters. 

Mr.  White  accorded  in  his  opinion;  but  re- 
marked that  the  reason  .why  reports  were  not 


made  in  these  cases,  was  because  the  committee 
did  not  believe  they  had  the  right  to  entertain  the 
subject. 

Mr.  BAYARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  whom  had  been  referred  the  resolution 
of  the  Senator  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Bkbese,]  in- 
structing that  committee  to  inquire  Into  the  ex- 
pediency of  providing  for  an  examination  and 
survey  of  some  point  at  or  near  tlietonflucnce  of 
the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers,  with  n  view  to 
the  establishment  of  a  dock-yard  or  naval  depot, 
asked  to  be  discharged  from  its  further  consider* 
ation— a  written  report  being  deemed  unneces- 
sary, as  the  Senator  from  Illinois,  the  mover  of 
the  resolution,  had  presented  to  the  committee  an 
able  paper  upon  the  subject;  which  he  lind  been 
instructed  to  move  to  have  printed.  The  com- 
mittee was  discharged;  and  the  communication 
was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  R.,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  bill  from  the  House  for  the  relief 
of  the  widows  and  orphans  of  the  officers  and  sea- 
men and  marines  who  were  lost  on  the  schooner 
Grampus,  reported  the  same  back  without  amend- 
ment, embracing  also  the  case  of  the  schooner 
Sea-Gull.  The  amendment  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  a 
general  bill,  providing  for  certain  experiments  iit 
relation  to  the  proper  model  or  form  of  steam  ves- 
sels or  other  vessels;  and 

A  bill  to  consolidate  and  amend  the  acts  in  re- 
lation to  pensions  to  widows  nnd-orphans  of  cer- 
tain naval  officers;  which  bills  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  BATES,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
made  adverse  reports  in  the  cases  of  Joseph  Pul- 
cifer  and  John  ICeith;  which  were  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table  and  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JARNAGIN,  the  Committee 
on  Revolutionary  Claims  was  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  petition  of  the 
lieirs-at-law  nf  Rudolph  Bunner,  an  officer  of  the 
Revolution,  praying  fiir  the  allowance  of  the  half 
pay  to  which  he  was  entitled;  and  the  petition  of 
the  heirs  of  David  Noble,  an  officer  of  tbe  Revo- 
lution, praying  for  seven  years'  half  pay — this 
petition  being  now  before  tbe  House  committee 
for  investigation. 

Mr.  J.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
adverse  reports  on  the  petitions  of  the  heirs  of 
Thomas  Nelson,  an  officer  in  the  army  of  the 
Revolution,  for  compensation  for  services;  the 
petition  nf  the  heirs  of  Richard  Dallinar;  and  the 
petition  of  the  heirs-at-law  of  Captain  Abraham 
Tipton;  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table, 
and  be  printed. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  to  which  the  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  Indiana,  and  sundry  memorials, 
upon  the  subject  of  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal, 
had  been  referred,  reported  a  bill  to  grant  certain 
klanda  to  the  State  of  Indiana,  the  better  to  enable 
that  Slate  to  extend  and  complete  the  canal  from 
Terre  Haute  to  the  Ohio  river;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

This  bill  was  accompanied  by  a  report,  enforc- 
ing the  policy  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  WHITE  moved  to  print  one  thousand 
copies  extra  for  distribution. 

Mr.  KINGand  Mr.  McDUFFlEwcrc opposed 
10  printing  any  quantity  extra,  until  the  report 
shall  have  been  printed,  and  subjected  to  tbe  in- 
spection of  Senators.     . 

Mr.  TALL.MADGE  and  Mr.  WHITE  as- 
sured the  Senators  from  Alabama  [Mr.  King] 
and  South  Carolina  [Mr.  McDdffie]  that  there 
was  nothing  objectionable  in  the  report  to  either 
side  of  the  Senate;  that  it  merely  enforced  the 
correctness  of  the  policy  which  Congress  had 
heretofore  pursued,  in  makingn  grant  to  construct 
the  canal,  and  showed  the  propriety  of  continuing 
that  policy,  by  appropriating  certain  refuse  lands 
to  complete  the  work.* 

Mr.  H  UNTI NG  ION  also  advocated  the  print- 
ins;  of  the  report. 

The  question  was  p»i;  and  it  was  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  reported  a  joint  resolution  respect- 
ing receipts  issued  by  ihe  Treasurer  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  for  thepayment  of  public  Innds;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  o  second  reading. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  from  the  Committee  on 
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Military  Affairs,  to  whicli  was  referred  a  me- 
niorinl  from  the  cor|^orate  auiliorities  of  the  city 
of  Savnnnali,  Georgia,  praying  a  grant  to  that 
city  of  n  portion  of  the  site  of  old  Fort  Wayne, 
reported  a  joint  resolution  concerning  the  site  of 
old  Fort  Wayne;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  a  second  reading, 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON, from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  reported  a  bill  to  establish  a  port  of 
delivery  at  the  city  of  Lafayette,  in  the  State  of 
Louisiana;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a 
second  reading. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  SE.MPLE,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  peiiiion  nC  Prancln  llnwe  and  Ross 
Howe,  his  wti'v.  conctirnhig  a  land  cluim,  bti  luken  from 
the  men  of  the  8f  natc,  and  referred  to  tlie  Cojiiniitiee  on 
Private  Land  CIniins. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ATCHISON,  it  was 
Ordered,  Tliot  leave  he  granted  to  withdraw  from  tlie 
Ales  the  petition  and  documents  of  Diivid  .Myerle. 

IJILL  INTRODUCED. 
Mr.  BAYARD,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  in- 
creasing the  pay  of  certain  officers  of  revenue 
cutters  whilst  serving  in  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States;  which  was  read  twice, and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

ALEXANDER  S.  MACKENZIE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TAPPAN,  the  Senate  took 
up  for  consiileratinn  the  resolution  which  was 
presented  to  the  Senate  some  days  since,  calling 
upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  report  to  the 
Senate  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the  court- 
martial  in  the  case  of  Captain  Alexander  Slideli 
Mackenzie . 

Mr.  T.  said  be  had  prepared  a  modification  of 
the  resolution,  which,  he  believed,  would  not  be 
objected  to  by  Senators  on  either  side — those 
friendly  to  Captain  Mackenzie  or  otherwise.  He 
proposed  to  strike  out  all  after  the  word  *'  re- 
solved," and  insert  the  following: 

That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  Iw  directed  to  report  to 
the  SeniUe  a  ropy  of  the  priiceedingd  of  the  court  of  in- 
quiry and  court-martial  in  the  ease  of  Captain  Alexander 
Slideli  Mnckef)£ief  wjili  copieit  of  all  tlic  corrH5|HMMleiic«, 
and  all  other  doeuuienis,  on  the  filet  of  that  Ueparinieni, 
In  coniiectiun  with  the  said  court  of  inquiry  aud  court- 
uiartnU. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  remarked  that  lie  was  not 
present  when  the  resolution  wasVforepreaciitcd, 
and  laid  on  the  table.  He  did  not  expect  that 
the  subject  would  be  again  called  up.  Before  ac- 
tion upon  it,  he  desired  to  hnve  an  opportunity 
to  express  his  views  in  relation  to  it.  He  hoped 
the  Senator  from  Ohio  would  permit  the  resolu- 
tion to  lie  over  till  to-morrow. 

This  course  was  acouiesced  in;  and  the  reso- 
lution was  laid  over  till  to-morrow. 

MAIL  ROUTE  IN  ARKANSAS. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  PULTON,  it  was 
Rtiohtd,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Poxt  Office  and 
INMt  Itond^  be  instructed  ro  ittquirc  into  the  ex|H*dielicy  of 
usUihliohing  a  iiMil  route  IVtmi  ClarlcftVdle.  in  JohnM>n  coun- 
ty. ArkanwMi,  by  way  of  Jasper,  in  Netvtuu  eountyrt*^  Car- 
rollton,  in  Carroll  county  ;  also,  from  Ratesville,  in  lude- 
|ieiidvncu  county,  to  Lebanon,  in county. 

PUBLIC  REVENUE. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr. 
Jauhagin  'on  Thursday  last,  was  taken  up  and 
agreed  to:  . 

Resohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Tren.«iry  fce  directed 
10  communicate  to  the  Senate  the  amount  of  revenuft  ro- 
ceived  Irnm  the  customs  arid^Hildic  laiidfl  since  the  l3Ul 
day  of  September  last,  up  to  the  Isi  day  of  MMrcli  infant ; 
nnd  also  the  anmiiitt  of  ex|H»rts  and  imiioris  Niuee  tlie  coni- 
incnrenirnt  of  the  present  Hscal  year,  discrioiinaiing  be- 
tween tlie  iuport«  ui\dutiable  goods. 

COMMITTEE  ON  TERRITORIES. 

The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Bagbt,  for 
the  appointment  of  an  additional  standing  com- 
miticc  of  five,  to  be  called  the  Committee  oil  Ter. 
ritories,  to  take  charge  of  territorial  business) 
was  taken  up  for  consideration. 

Mr.  BAGuY  advocated  the  passage  of  the  res- 
olution to  give  greater  facility  and  security  in  the 
transaction  of  territorial  busiiiess. 

Mr.  EVANS  opposed  it  as  unnecessary,  on  the 
ground  that  the  business  of  the  Territories  was 
OS  well  attended  to  now  as  it  could  be  if  there  was 
a  special  committee;  that  such  business  was  more 
neglected  in  the  House,  where  ilicrc  was  a  com- 
mittee of  that  kind,  than  it  had  been  in  the  Sen- 
ate; and  that,  if  there  was  a  committee  appointed, 


still  bills  of  the  Territories,  having  reference  to 
appropriations  am)  the  disposition  of  lands,  dtc., 
would  hnve  to  lie  referred  to  the  committees  ap- 
propriatoly  havin"  charge  of  these  subjects. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  (the  time 
for  taking  up  the  special  order  having  arrived,) 
the  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

THE  OREGON  QUESTION. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
following  resolution: 

Keiolral,  That  tlic  President  of  the  United  States  he  re- 
quested to  gtve  notice  to  the  British  (toverninent  that  it  is 
the  desire  of  the  Oovernment  of  ihe  United  Stales  to  annul 
and  ahrogate  the  provisions  of  the  third  article  o'f  the  con- 
vention concluded  l>elvviM>i)  Ihc  Government  of  llie  United 
States  of  America  mid  liis  nrilaniue  Majesty  the  King  of 
the  tTnited  Kiacdinn  of  Great  Itritain  anil  Ireland  on  the 
QOtli  October,  lifAS,  and  indelittitely  eontinned  liy  the  con- 
vention lietween  ilie  same  paities,  signed  at  London  the  6Ui 
August,  1837. 

Mr.  ARCHER  said  he  owed  many  thanks  to 
the  Senate  for  the  kindness  whicli  it  had  extended 
towards  him  throughout  this  discussion;  and  the 
best  form  in  which  he  could  reqiiiie  that  cour- 
tesy, wos  by  mukinsr  the  very  briefest  trespass 
upon  its  attention.  It  was  with  no  vain  affecta- 
tion of  any  disposition  to  condense  his  remarks 
that  he  made  lU'n  dcclaraiinn,  but  because  he  felt 
that  the  view  which  presented  itself  to  his  mind, 
on  this  occasion,  did  not  require  that  he  should 
followgentlemcn  who  had  spoken  on  theotherside 
in  their  very  extended  style  of  observation.  He 
did  not  mean  to  condemn  the  extent  to  which  this 
debate  had  run.  lie  only  meant  to  say  that  it  was 
not  his  purpose  to  go  into  an  extended  discussion 
himself  of  this  great  and  niomenlous  question  of 
our  title  to  the  territory  of  Oregon.  It  had  been 
discussed  with  great  ability  on  both  sides  of  the 
House.  He  should  assume  that  all  the  proposi- 
tions advanced  were  true;  and  why  ■'  Because  he 
thought  the  questions  that  now  presented  them- 
selves were  fitter  fur  the  occasion,  nnd  more 
worthy  of  attention.  And  what  were  they?  What 
was  the  nature  of  ihe>  resolution  which  the  Sen- 
ate was  now  called  upon  to  consider?  It  was  a 
resolution  advising  the  President  of  the  United 
^ates  in  regard  to  the  exercise  of  a  function  which 
it  was  not  disputed  belonged  to  the  Executive  of 
this  Government— a  resolution  of  advice  coming 
from  whom? 

This  Senate,  as  one  branch  of  the  Legislature  of 
the  United  States,  had,  no  doubt,  a  right  to  pre- 
sent its  views  to  the  Executive  of  the  Government, 
in  relation  to  all  matters  of  negotiation;  but  it 
must  be  done  by  ajoint  resolution  or  bill  with  the 
other  House.  It  was  supposed  that  Senators 
had,  in  their  discretionary  capacity, aa  Senators, 
a  right  to  give  advice  to  the  President  of  the 
United  Slates,  in  relation  to  this  treaty-making 
power;  but  was  it  pretended  that  this  right  ex- 
tended to  them  in  the  capacity  in  which  they  were 
now  sitting?  He  did  not  mean  to>go  into  the 
question  of  constitutional  power  in  regard  to  this 
subject;  because  aiiotherqucstton  presented  itself, 
far  more  important.  That  was,  the  motives  which 
had  been  declared  for  the  (wssing  of,  and  the  im- 
port of  this  resolution.  And  what  were  they? 
What  was  the  purpose  avowed  as  the  reason  why 
the  resolution  should  be  presented  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Senate  ?  Every  Senator  ought  to 
bring  it  home  to  himself.  According  to  his  recol- 
lection, the  declared  purpose  was  the  distrust  of 
the  Senate  and  the  Executive.  They  were  called 
upon  to  usurp  the  exercise  of  a  control  which 
they  had  not,  in  relation  to  the  Executive  of  the 
United  States,  because  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  were  disposed  to  distrust  another  portion  of 
the  Government,  the  Senate.  Did  not  gentlemen 
feel,  as  a  plea  for  this  resolution,  that  they  were 
afraid  of  a  treaty  coming  into  the  Senate?  that 
the  purpose  of  the  resolution  was  to  prevent  such 
treaty  coming  into  tlks  Senate?  It  seemed  to  be 
a  favorite  theme  with  some  gentlemen  on  the 
Democratic  side  to  vituperate  tiie  treaty  of  Wash- 
ington, made  in  August,  lti42.  They  said  we 
were  cheated  in  that  treaty,  and  therefore  they 
were  not  willing  that  the  Executive  of  the  coun- 
try should  have  the  exclusive  exercise  of  a  power 
to  make  another  sujh  treaty.  In  a  few  words, 
that  was  the  exact  import  and  character  of  the 

I  resolution  which  the  Senate  wna  called  upon  now 
to  adopt,  and  to-day  to  decide  upon.  It  was, 
whether  you  will  attempt  to  exert  a  control, 
which  you  have  no  right  to  exert,  over  the  Ex- 

I  ccutivcof  the  country,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing 


shame  upon  another  portion  of  this  Qoiemment 
part^f  which  you  yourselves  compose.  ' 

This  was  no  inference  drawn  from  reatnnin'. 
It  was  a  matter  of  assertion  nnd  of  fact.  Heduj 
no  more  than  repeat  the  declarations  of  gentlenun 
on  the  other  side,  which  had  l>een  made  on  this 
floor.  He  but  echoed  their  own  assertions.  Waiv- 
ing that,  what  was  the  purpose  which  ennilemen 
had  in  view  in  the  passage  of  thjs  resolution?  It 
had  been  staled,  over  nnd  over  again,  thai  it  wai 
to  prevent  the  Govornincnt  from  going  into  that 
negnliatinn  which  all  had  considered  ospendin"; 
because  it  was  known  that  a  minister  bad  coine 
to  this  country  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the 
ncgcuialion.  His  honorable  friend  fr^im  Peniiiyj. 
vanin,  [Mr.  Bdcuanan]— to  whose  remarks  he 
was  now  coming,  and  whom  lie  should  follow 
very  closely  in  nil  his  course  of  observation— had 
said  that  his  general  object  was  to  preserve  di« 
territory  of  Oregon,  and  to  preserve  peace;  but 
be  madean  observation..eTen  more  important tlian 
that.  Now,  his  obji;ct  was  also  to  preserve  tlio 
territory  and  peace;  but  what  sort  of  remark  was 
that.upon  which  the  honorable  Senator  had  pre- 
mised the  discussion  of  the  other  topiiy? 

He  [Mr.  Buchanan]  asserted  peremptorily, 
before  he  went  into  this  discussion,  that  if  the 
Senate  refused  to  pass  this  resolution,  it  would 
bring  dishonor  on  the  Government  and  the  coun- 
try. He  would  like  the  gentleman  to  expound 
this.  How  was  it  to  bring  dishonor  on  tlie  Gov- 
ernment and  the  country  ?  What  was  the  num- 
ber of  years  that  we  had  sat  in  rckitinn  to  the 
treaty  between  Great  Britain  and  ourselves,  aod 
what  was  the  position  in  which  we  stood  to-day? 
Did  the  honorable  gentleman  mean  to  say  that 
.this  Government  has  stood  in  a  position  of  dis- 
honor ever  since  the  year  1827  ?  Did  lie  mean  to 
say  that  during  the  long  period  of  the  adminis- 
tration of  General  Jackson,  when  everybody 
knows  he  could  have  got  both  bodies  of  Con- 
gress to  do  almost  what  he  wished — when  every- 
body knows  the  country  was  in  such  a  position, 
with  an  overflowing  and  redundant  revenue,  that 
we  were  enabled  to  give  t37,0Q0,000  of  _ren;nuc 
to  the  Suies, — during  all  this  time,  when  we  hail 
every  facility  for  making  a  treaty,  did  any  <li>- 
hoHor  attach  itself  to  the  Government  for  letting 
this  question  rest  ?  He  wanted  to  know  how  any 
dishonor  attached  itself,  if  we  were  willing  to 
continue  the  same  state  of  things  now  i  Did  die 
honorable  gentleman  mean  tostigmaiize,foripore 
than  tw^ly  years  past,  all  Executive  authority? 
Did  he  mean  to  say  that  the  Government,  during 
all  this  time,  hsal  passed  through  the  same  course 
of  unquestionable  dishonor?  And  what  was  the 
ground  upon  which  the  honorable  Senatiir  nttde 
his  allegations  now  ?  We  did  not  have  this  treaty 
introduced  in  that  of  August,  1842.  When  we 
made  the.  treaty  then,  in  relation  to  the  northeast- 
ern boundary,  we  had  no  treaty  in  relation  to  this 
territory.  Great  Britain  had  not  done  us  any 
sort  of  wrong  on  the  subject  of  negotiation;  yil 
what  was  the  assumption  of  the  Sen»tor  from 
Pennsylvania  ?  Because  he  chose  to  suppose, 
with  no  evidence  whatever,  that  Great  Britain 
had  detained  what  we  presumed  was  our  right, 
this  country  ought  to  violate  thepropriety  of  na- 
tions; that  wrong  has  been  done;  and  that,  if  the 
course  which  he  indicated  were  not  pursued,  the 
country  would  be  led  to  inipoverishmeiitand  war. 

The lioiiorablegenilemaii  smiles.  If bisstrengtk 
sustained  him,  he  should  make  that  proposition 
good,  or  he  should  never  make  another  on  this 
floor  while  he  lived.  The  whole  ground  upon 
which  dishonor  attached  itself  was  ossumed,Biiil 
not  susceptible  of  proof.  No  wrong  had  been 
done  by  Great  Britain  to  the  United  States;  anil 
it  seemed  to  him  very  questionable  evidence  of 
wrong  that,  if  the  Senate  refused  now  to  pass  this 
resolution,  no  negotiation  would  be  made  at  tU. 
He  would  tell  the  honorable  Senator  how  dis- 
honor might  be  brought  upon  this  Government, 
and  would  be  brought  upon  it  if  the  advice  which 
he  [Mr.  Buchanan]  gave  to  the  Senate  should  be 
adopted,  or  the  advice  given  by  some  of  the  gen- 
tleman's own  party;  which  was,  that  we  shouM 
obstruct  negouation  by  the  passage  of  the  resolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN,  from  his  seat,  said:  On  tb» 
contrary,  that -we  should  facilitate  negaliaiion. 
Nor  diti  I  say  that  dishonor  would  be  brought 
upon  the  Government.  I  made  use  of  the  woes 
"discredit." 
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Mr.  ARCHER.  Well.diseredit.then.  He  would 
make  an  appeal  to  the  honorable  Senator  from 
l*enn«ylvania  [Mr.  Bccuanan.]  Ho  [Mr.  B.]  had 
stood  with  distinction  to  himaeif  as  a  diplomatic 
character  at  a  very  high  court  on  the  part  of  this 
Government.  He  had  filled, and  filleda  long  time 
with  distin^ished  ability,  the  chair  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations,  which  was  the  offi- 
cial organ  of  the  Senate.  He  (Mr.  A.)  appealed  to 
him  for  the  truth  of  the  ground  that  he  assumed 
that  all  nations,  according  to  the  laws  established 
between  GFovernmeiits,  were  bound  to  entertain 
negotiation  before  they  proceeded  to  the  extrem- 
ity of  war,  in  relation  to  disputed  claims,  how- 
ever incontestable  the  titles  were  on  either  side. 
What  were  the  eireumstanCes  here .'  We  had  had 
0  negotiation  pendin?  ever  since  the  year  1818. 
That  negotiation  could  not  be  expected  to  refer  to 
(|aestions  of  very  complicated  inquiry.  How  was 
it  to  be  made  good  i  He  put  it  to  honorable  gen- 
tlemen on  the  other  tide  of  the  House  to  say ,  was 
not  the  present  negotiation  not  only  resumed  but 
invited  ?  It  was  not  the  British  Government,  but 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  that  invited 
this  negotiation.  What  was  the  advice  of  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  and  those 
with  whom  he  acted  here.'  It  was  that,  after  hav- 
ing invited,  we  should  repel  that  negotiation.  He 
could  tell  his  honorable  friend  that  it  seemed  to 
him  to  be  anything  but  consistent  with  hotior  in 
a  civilized  Government,  in  a  case  of  contested 
claims  and  titles  to  say,  after  having  etitered  into 
a  ne^tiation,  and  invited  a  renewal  of  it,  we  re- 
pel It,  and  hold  the  decision  of  this  controversy 
in  our  own  hands. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.  Would  his  fi-iend  from 
Vir^nia  permit  him  to  say  that,  so  far  from  re- 
pelling nc^tialion,  the  tendencv  of  his  whole  ar- 
gument was  to  give  notice,  by  the  passage  of  this 
resolution,  which  would  expedite  the  negotiation, 
and  render  it  successful .' 

Mr.  ARCHER.  The  remarks  of  the  Senator 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  Allcw]  were  to  that  effect.  He 
(Mr.  A.)  remembered  that  he  had  commended 
bim  for  his  candor.  The  Senator  had  declared 
that  his  purpose  was  to  obstruct  negotiation  by 
the  passage  of  the  resolution  before  Mr.  Packen- 
ham  should  havearrived.  That  was  his  purpose; 
and,  with  his  views,  it  was  right  enough.  He 
(Mr.  A.)  had,  in  his  official  capacity,  acquainted 
the  Senate  that  a  negotiation  was  coming  on.  He 
could  not  but  lake  occasion  here  to  express  liis 
surprise  and  regret  that  the  hoAorable  Senators  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House  should  be  led  to  speak 
of  the  treaty  of  Washington,  of  TB43,  on  alt  oc- 
casions, in  the  language  of  vituperation.  What 
wasthistreaty  of  1843?  It  was  a  treaty  supported 
in  this  body  by  a  vote  of  39  against  y.  It  was  a 
treaty,  so  far  as  he  was  personally  advised,  which 
had  received  a  very  large  portion  of  public  appro- 
bation throughout  the  country.  This  was  the 
treaty,  so  passed  by  a  majority,  not  oftwo  thirds, 
but  of  three  fourths  of  the  Senate,  and  sustained 
by  the  undisputed  approbation  of  the  country, 
which  has  been  covered  with  reproach  to  such  a 
degree  as  to  engender  the  suspicion  that  we  dare 
not  go  into  the  negotiation  of  another  treaty,  for 
fear  we  should  get  cheated. 

He  was  grieved  to  witness  the  temper  in  which 
honorablegentlemen  seemed  disposed  and  author- 
ized here  to  speak  of  England.  He  was  not  here 
himself  to  vindicate  England — not  its  eulogist; 
but  slill  less  did  he  feel  himself,  as  a  Senator  of 
tlie  United  States,  authorized  to  arraign  her  with 
every  epithet  of  vituperation  that  man  could  ap- 
ply to  the  worst  and  vilest  Government  in  the 
world.  The  maxim  which  had  been  recognized 
by  our  people,  as  belonging  to  all  civilized  Gov- 
ernments, shonld'be  applied  to  that  of  England, 
OB  well  as  others — "  Enemies  in  war;  friends  in 
peace."  He  put  it  to  the  honorable  Senmor  from 
Pennsylvania,  and  gentleman  on  the  other  side, 
^rhether  they  were  nol  deviating  palpably  from 
the  maxim  in  bestowing  upon  England  the  vilest 
epithetsof  obloquy  and  reproach.  She  was  never 
brought  up,  but  she  was  spoken  of  in  these  terms. 
The  Government  of  England  was  now  at  peace 
^th  us;  and  that  consideration  should  secure  her 
from  vituperation.  It  would  secure  her,  at  any 
rate  from  bim,  the  language  of  respect. 

So  long  as  we  maintained  these  amicable  rela- 
tions with  England,  we  were  no  more  entitled  to' 
bestow  upon  her  this  form  of  reproach  than  we 
were  to  invade  her  territory  or  capture  her  ves- 


sels. With  regard  to  the  language  of  the  Sena- 
tor from  Pennsylvania  towards  England  on  a  for- 
mer occasion,  li^ would  read  a  single  sentence 
from  that  gentleman's  remarks.  It  would  be 
recollected  by  the  Senate,  that  in  the  year  1838, 
the  subject  of  negotiation  in  relation  to  the  north- 
eastern frontier  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations,  of  which  his  honorable  friend 
from  Pennsylvania  was  chairman.  He  [Mr. 
Buchanan]  made  a  report  from  that  committee, 
the  character  of  which  very  justly  entitled  him 
to  commendation.    One  sentence  was  enough: 

"  On  Ibe. whole,  Ihe  comtnltlre  do  not  enlennln  a  doutit 
nr  the  lillc  of  the  UnilFd  Suites  to  the  whole  of  the  dli 
paled  territory.  They  have  full  relinricp  in  the  nense  of 
justice  of  the  Britj«li  Government,  aa  soon  om  that  Govern- 
ment becomes  convinced  Unit  the  territory  bt'Iongj  to  the 
United  Stales;  nnd  that  it  will  he  deifirnui*  or  preserving 
invinlate  the  faith  of  treaties,  by  re[innui:*hin|[  its  preten- 
(ioofl.  The  committee  entenain  not  a  doubt  that  this  ques- 
tion will  be  settled  wiUi  wtisraciion  to  both  Governiaeau." 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.  I  confess  I  was  mistaken. 

Mr.  ARCHER  said  he  was  sorry  his  friend 
from  Pennsylvania  had  discovered  that  he  was 
mistaken.  He  (Mr.  A.)  declared  he  had  read  the 
passageforthe  purpose  of  doing  him  honor — read 
It  as  an  evidence  that  a  diplomatist  of  no  ordinary 
standing  in  the  country  entertained — what .'  The 
very  sentiments  that  he  (Mr.  A.)  was  maintain- 
ing here  to-day.  And  what  were  those  senti- 
ments .'  In  the  language  of  the  Senator  himself 
on  the  occasion  quotecT,  that  we  had  friendly  re- 
lations with  the  British  Government;  that  not- 
withstanding there  had,  he  believed,  as  much  as 
sixty  years  elapsed  without  the  Government  of 
England  having  rendered  us  justice,  in  relation 
to  that  question  of  the  northeastern  boundary, 
we  were  still  to  rely  upon  the  justice  of  that  Gov- 
ernment. He  thought  the  honorable  (gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  would  have  some  difficulty  in 
proving  the  injustice  of  his  language  upon  this 
occasion;  and  he  should  think  it  would  do  him 
honor  to  let  it  remain  as  it  was.  However,  he 
did  not  presume  to  know. 

He  saw  that  he  was  destined  to  hear  these  eter- 
nal tirades  against  the  Government  of  England. 
He  was  not  the  defender  of  England;  but  he  could 
never  cease  to  hold  in  his  recollection  that  he,  in 
common  with  those  he  addressed,  was  descended 
from  that  same  England  which  it  seemed  now  to 
be  Ihe  province  of  patriotism  to  revile.     He  was 

foing  to  say  that,  for  one,  he  was  proud  that 
English  blood  ran  in  his  veins;  but  his  was  not 
English,  it  was  Welsh  blood.  They  were  de- 
scendanls  of  Englishmen;  from  England  the  germs 
of  the  free  institutions  of  this  country  had  been 
derived — institutions  not  enjoyed  by  any  other 
race  of  people  in  the  world  but  the  descendants 
of  that  Anglo-Saxon  stock — institutions  destined 
to  make  the  American  name  have  the  most  dis- 
tinguished place  on  the  page  of  human  history. 
He  should  not  have  had  this  eulogium  on  Eng- 
hnd  extracted  from  him  in  any  debate,  had  he 
not  felt  constrained  to  oppose  it  to  the  vituper- 
ation which  that  Government  had  to  encounter 
whenever  it  was  mentioned. 

This  resolution  had  been  urged  as  though  it 
involved  a  vital  point  of  honor.  Where  was  the 
point  of  honor  during  the  twentvyears  the  ex- 
isting convention  had  continued?  Where, during 
the  administration  of  General  Jackson,  and  the 
preceding  and  succeeding  Administrations.'  If 
there  was  dishonor  in  continuing  the  convention, 
were  not  the  Administrations  dishonored  in  not 
having  settled  the  question  long  since?  If  there 
was  not,  he  supposed  the  dishonor  was  assumed 
now  to  be  because  a  favorable  occasion  was  pre- 
sented of  settling  it  by  a  violent  adjustment,  were 
not  that  opportunity  selected  for  doing  it.  Were 
^ntlemen  going  to  stride  over  all  the  considera- 
tious  o^ national  comity?  This  Government  hav- 
ing invited  negotiation,  were  gentlemen  going  to 
read)  th.eir  object  by  a  repudiation  of  all  negoti- 
ations? 

The  honorable  Senator  from  PennsylviOiia  said 
his  object  was  to  preserve  peace  and  to  facilitate 
the  treaty;  and  then  he  went  on  to  give  his  viewd 
on  the  subject.  Now,  he  proposed  to  follow  the 
Senator  so  far  as  two  of  his  main  topics  went. 
One  of  these  was,  tliat  the  passage  of  (his  resolu- 
tion would  preserve  the  territory.  How  could  it 
be  necessary  for  that,  when  the  gentlemen  have  so 
strongly  insisted  that,  no  matter  what  was  done 
by  Congress,  Oregon  was  certain  to  be  secured 
and  preserved  by  emigration?  Did  not  gentlemen 


on  everv  side  admit  that  this  could  not  b«  pre- 
vented by  Great  Britain?  It  was  admitied  that 
England  did  not  add  one  man  a  year  to  her  pop- 
ulation in  that  territory,  while  the  United  States 
furnished  fifteen  hundred  annually  by  emigration. 
How,  then,  can  there  he  any  danger  of  losing  the 
territory,  as  the  Senator  assumed,  by  this  state 
oTttatta  in  qiu>,  operating  altogether  in  favor  of 
the  United  States? 

If  the  disproportionate  rate  of  occupation  was 
suffered  by  the  s(a(ti>  in  yuo,'En'land  sending  but 
one  man  a  year  in  addition,  ana  this  country  fif- 
teen hundred,  was  it  not  manifest  that,  in  the. 
long  run,  all  the  advantage  must  inure  to  the 
United  Stales?  The  Senator  from  Massachusetts  • 
had  given  sufficient  reasons  to  show  that,  ulli- 
mately,  this  stalita  itiquo  must  result  in  the  terri- 
tory becoming  ours.  He  showed  that  every  man 
who  went  there  from  the  United  States,  went  for 
tlie  purpose  of  becoming  an  agriculturist;  and, 
so  far  as  could  be  ascertained,  there  was  good 
evidence  that  British  subjects  did  not  go  there 
for  that  purpose  at  all.  For  he  was  ready  to 
maintain  ihnt  there  was  no  ogricultural  popula- 
tion, on  thepartof  Great  Britain,  in  the  territory. 
There  was  no  land  cultivated,  except  in  patches 
around  the  forts  they  occupied,  and  that  only 
barely  sufficient  for  the  sustenance  of  the  occu- 
pants. The  Senator  from  Massachusetts  spoke 
truly  when  he  said  than  an  agricultural  popula- 
tion, placed  in  juxtaposition  with  a  hunting  pop- 
ulation, must  inevitably  supplant  the  latter.  This 
was  not  an  accidental  result;  it  was  a  certain  re- 
sult, in  conformity  with  natural  laws  and  all  ex- 
perience. If  our  citizens  go  to  Oregon  to  settle 
down  as  planters  and  agriculturists,  they  must 
supplant  the  English  population,  which  is  there 
only  for  hunting  and  kindred  pursuits;  just  on 
the  same  principle  that  we  have  supplanted  the 
Indian  population  in  the  terrinrics  of  the  United 
States.  Another  reasort  had  been  adverted  to 
somewhat  jocosely,  thongh  hq  meant  to  use  it  as 
a  serious  argunient.  It  was,  that  most  of  the 
emigrants  to  Oregon,  from  the  United  Slates, 
were  Democrats.  Now,  he  held  that  no  sort  of 
population  which  could  go  there  would  prove 
more  likely, to  drive  out  the  English  than  a  Dem- 
ocratic population.  The  English  could  not  en- 
dure the  vicinity  of  Democrats.  It  was  inimical 
to  the  monarchical  institutions  of  their  Govern- 
ment. He  believed  nothing  conduced  more  to 
the  surrender  to  the  United  States  of  the  strip  of 
land  on  the  borders  of  Vermont  and  the  State  of 
New  York,  in  the  treaty  of  Washington,  than 
Ihe  fact  that  it  was  inhabited  by  a  Democratic 
population.  He  believed  the  British  Govern- 
ment was  glad  of  an  excuse  to  surrender  it,  be- 
cause it  was  filled  with  Democrats.  They  did 
nol  want  to  have  such  a  population  near  them. 
In  Oregon,  We  should  have  agriculture  on  our  side 
working  against  hunting;  and  the  slill  stronger 
implement  of  Democracy  uprooting  what  little  of 
British  possession  there  was. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Illinois,  [Mr. 
Bbeese,]  who  acquitted  himself  with  so  much 
credit  and  ability,  on  his  first  speech  in  the  Sen- 
ate, asked,  with  great  naivele,  how  it  could  be  of- 
fensive to  give  the  notice  authorized  by  the  treaty. 
The  same  sentiment  had  been  reiterated  by  the 
Senator  from  Pennsylvania.  Why  should  there 
be  offense  or  danger  of  war  in  this  ooticc  ?  It 
was  not  in  the  notice  itself  that  the  olTense  nr  the 
danger  lay;  but  in  the  result — in  the  inevitable 
consequences  to  follow  that  notice.  Did  the  gen- 
tlemen mean  lo  say  that  it  was  their  purpose, 
immediately  after  the  notice  was  given,  to  slop  at 
that  point?  Did  ihey  mean  to. avow  that  they 
intended  to  go  no  further  than  that?  They  knew 
full  well  that,  after  giving  the  notice  to  terminate 
the  convention,  they  were  bound  logo  on  and  do 
exactly  what  the  gentlemen  of  the  West  were  so 
strongly  disposed  to  do — to  take  immediate  pos- 
session by  force  of  arms,  of  the  territory.  And 
what  but  war  could  be 'the  inevitable  consequence 
of  that  course  ?  M  uch  had  been  said  of  the  pres- 
ent condition  of  England  as  bcin^  apposed  to  war. 
He  did  not  undervalue  the  motives  for  peace  by 
which  she  would  be  actuated.  He  was  aware  of 
the  interests  transcendental  to  England  above  all 
others — the  interests  of  her  commercial  relations 
with  the  United  States,  her  best  and  greatest  cus- 
tomer; he'  was  aware  that  she  was  in  a  less  fa- 
vorable condition  for  war  than  she  had  been  for 
years;  her  internal  disturbivDces  in  Wales  and 
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Ireland,  her  embarrassed  finances,  and  o(her 
causes,  would  updoubtcdiy,  as  the  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania  said,  naturally  make  her  mostarerse 
to  a  war  with  this  country.  But  could  the  Sen- 
ator, who  had  spoken  so  elotfucntly  of  the  power 
and  pride  of  Great  Britain,  maintain  that  she 
could  not  be  driven  into  war?  He  could  tell  the 
Senator  that  though  she  is  and  may  be  averse  to 
war,  if  the  pride  of  England  was  wounded,  no 
British  minister,  however  impressed  with  the  ne- 
cessity of  peace,  could  for  u  moment  hold  his 
place  ajid  dare  refuse  going  to  war.  Such  a  tiling 
might  make  it  the  interest  of  the  British  minister 
to  make  concessions  at  home,  which  wyuld  at 
.  once  heal  up  all  dissensions;  and  Englishmen 
would  unite  as  one  man  to  avenge  the  wounded 
pride  of  the  country;  just  as  we  would  d»  here, 
if  led  by  a  point  of  honor,  to  eo  to  war  with  her. 
Turn  to  the  history  of  that  Government,  and  it 
would-be  found  that  no  minister  had  ever  shrunk 
from  his  duty  on  such  an  occasion  as  would  arise 
out  of  any  attempt  on  our  part  to  take  forcible 
possession  of  a  territory  upon  a  disputed  claim  of 
twenty  years'  standing.  The  British  minister 
would  be  strengthen.ed  by  his  exhibition  of  na- 
tional pride. 

And  how  would  it  be  with  this  country?  After 
supinely  permitting  a  question  of  great  difficulty 
to  rest  for  twenty  years,  and  at  the  very  inomeiil 
a  negotiator  came  to  our  doors,  invited,  too,  by 
our  own  Government,  we  cume  at  pnco  to  the 
conclusion  of  repulsing  all  negotiation,  and  say  to 
the  minister  of  peace:  *'  Wc  do  not  care;  it  is  true, 
you  come  here  by  our  invitation,  but  you  may 
^0  back;  we  do  not  mean  to  setilc  this  long-pend- 
ing discussion  by  treaty;  we  want  no  further  ne- 
gotiation; we  mean  to  take  the  decision  of  the 
question  into  our  own  hands;  we  will  take  what 
we  say  is  our  own  by  the  povvei  of  the  strung 
hand.  Was  there  any  Government  in  the  world, 
that  possessed  any  strength  at  all,  which  would 
■it  down  quietly  under  such  treatment  as  that? 
Suppose  England  adopted  the  same  line  of  con- 
duct towards  the  United  States:  what  would  be 
our  feelings  and  resolves?  Suppose  she  had  in- 
yited  us  to  negotiate,  and  then  met  our  negotiator 
at  her  doors,  and  told  him  that  she  had  ordered  : 
her  forces  from  China  to  occupy  the  territory  nf 
Oregon,  and  therefore  she  did  not  want  to  iiegn-  , 
tiate  about  it:  what  would  we  do?  What  would 
be  the  course  of  Congress  ?  Would  it  nut  be  dis- 
abled from  any  deliberation  at  all?  Our  Just  in- 
dignation would  be  so  strongly  excited  iliat  we 
would  be  put  beyond  the  state  of  deliberation.  ' 
And  yet,  according  to  ilie  Scimtor  from  Pennsyl-  | 
vania,this  course,  which  should  rouse  the  weak- 
est  people  on  earth,  is  not  to  be  oflensive  to 
England !  I 

He  had  no  doubt  that,  as  a  question  of  mere 
policy,  it  would  be  better  for  England  to  siirren-  I 
der  the  territory,  or  twenty  territories  like  it, 
than  go  to  war.  But,  when  we  do  that  which 
wounds  her  pride,  did  not  the  Senate  perceive  we 
rendered  war  inevitable  ?  This  we  would  do  in 
two  ways  by  adopting  this  resolution:  fir:ti,  by 
making  it  a  point  of  honor  on  the  part  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  to  follow  it  up  by  the  immediate  occupa- 
tion of  the  territory,  by  force  if  necessary;  and 
next,  by  making  it  a  point  of  honor  on  the  |>art 
of  England  not  to  let  ua  settle  the  question  our 
own  way  .by  the  strong  arm  alone.  We  will  ; 
override — for  we  shall  be  obliged  to  override — 
every  other  consideration  but  tliat  of  maintaining 
the  position  on  which  we  have  placed  ourselves. 
"We  place  it  beyond  the  policy,  as  it  would  be 
beyond  the  power,  of  the  British  Minister,  were 
he  ever  no  well  disposed,  to  make  any  conces- 
sions. Puss  this  resolution,  and  follow  it  up  as 
you  would  feel  compelled  to  do;  and  it  must  lead  ' 
to  consequences  which  would  place  any  British 
Minister  in  a  condition  that  he  could  not  refuse 
to  jgo  to  war. 

True,  the  ^natorfroni  Pennsylvania  had  main- 
tained that  [lis  proposition  was  that  the  adoption 
of  this  resolution  would  preserve  both  the  ter- 
ritory and  peace.  Now,  he  held  directly  the  re- 
verse of  this  proposition.  He  held  that  the  pas- 
sage of  the  resolution  would,  in  its  consequences, 
render  it,  to  say  the  least,  doubtful  whether  we 
could  preserve  the  Territory,  and  impossible  that 
we  could  preserve  peace:  But  suppose,  for  the 
sake  of  argument,  that  no  war  would  arise  from 
this  outrage:  would  it  not  place  us  in  the  condi- 
tion of  being  obliged  to  prepare  for  that  possible  : 


event  ?  When  we  pass  this  resolution,  do  we  not 
know  that  England,  expecting  we  will  follow  it 
up  by  an  attempt  to  occupy  the  Territory  without 
negotiation,  will  prepare  for  \hc  contingency? 
And  would  not  this  involve  the  necessity,  on  our 

Eart,  also,  of  preparing  for  what  might  occur? 
!ut  would  there  not  be  a  great  dilTerence?  She 
would  make  her  preparations  immediately,  and 
could  fill  the  territory  with  her  forces  from  China 
and  India,  while  we  would  have  to  wait  till  next 
year.  She,  by  that  time,  will  have  made  al!  her 
arrangements  in  advance  of  us.  But  if  we  pass 
the  resolution  without  either  following  it  up  or 
making  preparations  for  the  consequences,  ws 
shall  be  acting  foolishly  indeed.  It  was  clear, 
then,  that,  once  it  is  passed,  we  must  provide  for 
the  inevitable  contingency.  Now,  he  was  not  one 
of  those  who  thought  the  United  States  could  not 
contend  against  England.  He  believed  firmly, 
that  in  a  just  cause  we  could  successfully  contend 
against  any  Power  on  earth.  At  any  rate,  he  was 
willing  to  enter  any  contest  in  a  just  cause,  when 
necessary,  and  commit  the  event  to  Providence. 
If,  however,  this  question  is  to  precipitate  a  war 
with  England,  he  should  say  it  would  not  be 
child's  play  we  would  be  engaged  in.  England 
is  not  only  the  greatest  Power  in  the  world,  but 
the  greatest  Pow^r  that  ever  existed  in  the  world. 
She  is  greater  than  the  Roman  empire  in  the 
zenith  of  its  prosperity;  and  yet  this  is  the  Power 
against  which  we  will  have  to  make  our  prepar- 
ations. What  sort  of  preparations  have  we  been 
making  Last  year  we  decided  that  our  Navy 
should  not  exceed  a  certain  limitation.  We  have 
reduced  our  Army .  Ourfinances  have  been  agood 
deal  prostrated.  Was  this  a  more  appropriate 
crisis  for  enforcing  this  question  than  when  our 
Navy  and  Army  were  in  stronger /orce,  when  we 
had  }37,U00,000  surplus  in  our  Treasury,  and 
when  we  had  a  man  at  the  head  of  our  Govern- 
ment such  as  General  Jackson  ?  Is  it  a  more  pro- 
pitious moment  now,  with  a  diminished  Navy 
and  Army,  and  an  Executive,  into  whose  hands 
no  man  of  either  party  would  choose  to  commit 
the  great  destinies  of  war  ?  He  asked  whether, 
under  these  circumstances,  it  was  desirable  to  pro- 
voke war?  And  to  provoke  it  fur  what  end?  What 
was  the  purpose  for  which  we  were  nsked  to  incur 
all  the  cost  of  preparations  and  peril  of  this  inev- 
itable occasion  of  war?  Was  it  to  get  the  terri- 
tory of  Oregon?  It  was  not  at  all  necessary  for 
that;  fur  everybody  says  we  are  obliged  to  get  it 
ultimately.  All  that  seems  to  be  aimed  at  is  to 
get  It  a  little  sooner. 

Mr.  A.  dwelt  at  some  length  upon  the  admis- 
sion <in  all  sides  of  the  Senate,  that  the  Territory 
must,  in  the  natunil  course  of  events,  fall  quietly 
into  our  hands;  and,  on  this  admission,  he  ur-rt-d 
strongly  the  impolicy  of  embroiling  the  two.Gov- 
ernmcuiB  in  difficulties  by  an  untimely,  unneces- 
sary, and  uncalled  fur  interference  on  the  part  of 
Coiigivss,  with  the  proper  treaty-making  power 
of  the  Government. 

In  conclusion,  Mr,  A.  stated  that  he  had  come 
to  the  deteriniiiaiion  of  varying  his  motion.  In- 
stead of  moving  to  postpone  the  subject  indefi- 
nitely, he  would,  after  giving  ample  time  for  the 
further  discussion  of  tlie  question,  should  gentle- 
men feel  disponed  to  coiilinue  it,  move  to' lay  the 
resulation  oii'the  table,  wiih  a  view  of  calling  it 
up,  should  the  iiegoiiation  now  pending  fail;  and, 
in  the  event  of  so  calling  it  up,  he  would  then 
move  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  Forrfgn 
Relations,  with  a  view  of  having  the  advice  of 
that  committee  as  to  what  course  it  would  be 
proper  for  the  Senate  to  take  in  reference  to  its 
action  upon  a  resolution  of  such  moment. 

Mr.  RIVES  did  not  rise  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  any  part  in  the  discussion.  The  subject 
to  tvhich  the  resolution  giving  rise  to  that  discus- 
sion referred,  was,  he  believed,  in  process  of  ne- 
gotiation between  the  two  Governments,  and  it 
appeared  to  him  eminently  inappropriate,  iiiex- 
pedlent,'aiid  even  hazardous,  for  the  Senate  to 
interfere,  by  word  or  deed,  in  its  present  stage. 
What  spectacle  (he  asked)  did  the  Senate  present 
for  the  last  three  or  four  weeks?'  That  body  had 
assumed  to  itself  the  entire  power  and  office  of 
negotiator  with  a  foreign  Power;  its  members 
presented  on  that  floor  fifty-two  plenipotentiaries, 
each  engaged  in  forming  a  treaty  with  the  most 
formidable  Power  in  the  world  —  disagreeing 
among  themselves,  and  each  holding  tenaciously 
to  hia  own  opiuion  as  to  the  manner  in  which 


this  treaty  should  be  perfected;  while  tht  othti 
I  party,  the  British  minister,  ensconced  within  his 
I  cabinet,  reads  or  hears  every  world  that  is  spoken 
'  among  them ;  he  looks  into  their  hands,  while 
I  with  the  utmost  caution  and  extreme  care,  h« 
I  guards  his  own.  It  would,  in  a  manner,  aeem 
I  to  be  the  wish  to  give  him  the  game.  Such  n  lint 
of  conduct,  he  ventured  to  assert,  was  as  gnat 
an  anomaly  as  could  be  found  in  the  history  of 
'  the  world. 

Believing,  therefore,  the  discussion  to  be  idle, 
irregular,  and  mischievous,  he  did  not  rise,  as  h< 
before  stated,  to  take  any  part  in  it;  but  be  did 
rise  to  correct  one  or  two  errors  of  fact  relative  to 
the  negotiation  already  consummated— errors  ioto 
which  the  honorable  Senator  from  Pennsylrania 
had  allowed  himself  to  fall.  It  was  well  knows 
that  the  ill-fated  negotiation  of  1842— ill-fated, k« 
called  it,  from  the  animadversions  and  unfriendly 
criticisms  bestowed  on  it  by  certain  parties— re- 
sulted in  a  compromise,  by  which  the  troubles 
and  difficulties  arising  from  a  controversy  with  a 
foreign  Power  were  forever  set  at  rest.  Thatne- 
^otiatinn  resulted  in  a  treaty  which  received  the 
deliberate  sanction  of  that  Chamber.  The  vole 
which  ratified  that  treaty  was  pot  the  siinplc  con- 
stitutional vote  of  two  thirds  of  the  body,  but  wst 
an  almost  unanimous  voto— one  parly  voting  for 
it  to  a  man,  with  a  majority  of  the  other— dicn 
being  for  it  39,  against  it  9.  From  the  moment 
that  treaty  was  promulgated,  it  received,  and  up 
to  this  moment  continued  to  receive,  the  sanction 
of  the  great  body  of  the  people.  And  yet,  at- 
tempts are,  and  have  been ,  from  time  to  timcniaJe 
to  unsettle  the  public  mind,  and  to  lead  it  to  (op- 
pose that,  on  this  question,  there  has  been,  to- 
wards the  interests  of  the  people,  on  the  part  of 
the  executing  or  ratifying  parties,  criminal  ini- 
delity  or  gross  neglect.  This  be  denounced  astn 
unjust  and  unprincipled  impuUttioD  on  the  honor 
of  the  Senate. 

He  regretted  th^  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania  was  not  satisfied  with  theeosseien- 
tious  discharge  of  his  duty  in  voting  agaiostthst 
treaty, and  of  afterwards  entering  into  an  elabo- 
rate defense  of  that  vote,  without  follnwing  dit 
example  of  others,  and  reviving  a  discussion 
which  could  serve  no  single  good  effect,  but  tend 
only  to  injure,  impede,  and  embarrass  the  tttpt- 
tiation  now  pending.  He  t»tnnoi,  it  is  true,  be 
accused  of  using  oHensive  language;  he  carefully 
forbears  from  doing  so;  but  his  words,  ihoogii 
smooth  and  polishAl,say,  sufficiently  distinct  not 
to  be  misunderstood,  that  the  negligence  of  Um 
Government  hah  disgraced  the  country.  He  may 
not  have  used  the  exact  words,  but  the  effect  and 
meaning  is,  that  Government  and  the  assenting 
parties  to  the  treaty  of  1843  have,  by  it,  grossly 
swindled  and  surrendered  away  the  riglits  and 
honor  of  the  nation.  In  support  of  this,  he  brand- 
ishes over  the  heads  of  his  fellow-Senators  a  res- 
urrectionary  map,  said  to  be  found  in  the  library 
of  the  late  Kingt^eorge  III.,  and  on  which  was 
traced,  by  no  less  than  the  royal  hand  of  the  said 
King,  the  boundary  line,  according  to  Mr.  Os- 
wald, the  British  negotiator  in  the  treaty  of  1783, 
and  which  line,  so  royally  marked,  coincided 
wiih  the  claim  of  the  United  States,  and  left  not 
to  Great  Britain  even  the  shadow  of  a  single  fuot 
of  the  disputed  territory.  This  map  he  asserts 
was  in  the  possession  of  Lord  Aahburton. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.  I  said  that  Sir  Robert 
Peel  said  it  was  in  the  possession  of  Lord  Ash- 
burton. 

Mr.  RIVES.  In  that  I  will  show  the  honora- 
ble Senator  he  was  mistaken.  If  a  map,  such  as 
described,  was  in  possession  of  Lord  Ashhurton, 
pending  the  negotiations  that  led  to  the  treaty  of 
1843,  he  was  not  the  man  to  use  it  as  described, 
or  be  guilty  of  that  with  which  he  stood  indirectly 
charged.  The  honorable  Senator,  in  making  this 
statement,  took  pains  to  have  it  uiulerstood  that 
he  would  use  no  epithets^  but  such  pains  wen 
altogether  useless ;  epithets  were  uncalled  for,  as 
they  could  not  be  found  strong  enough  if  his  de- 
tail was  fiu:t.  If  it  was  fact,  it  was  indeed  a  mor- 
tifying commentary  on  natioDal  inlercourse;  bat 
if  not  true,  it  was  due,  not  only  to  individuals, 
but  to  the  Government  they  represented— it  was 
due  to  public  faith,  public  truth,  and  public  Jus- 
tice, and  we  were  bound  by  a  lii^h  morel  obliga- 
tion to  see  these  misconceptions  of  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Pennsylvania  corrected.  He  was 
one  of  those  whoso  voice  wsnt  for  the  ratificaliM 
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of  lliaC  treaty;  and  neither  he,  nor  one  of  those 
with  whom  he  votcO,  ever  found  the  sli°;hc8t 
cause  to  regret  therourse  they  then  pnrRucJ.  On 
lhe«onlrary,  they  felt  smiafii-d  wiih  having  done 
their  duty  ;iind,  in  doing  bo, of  harin;  been  partly 
instrumental  in  perfecting  n  great  national  good. 
This  wns  their  innate,  conscientious  feeling,  de- 
spite all  the  iflorts  maau  to  drag  them  to  thcatool 
of  repentance. 

The  honorable  Senator  says  that  Sir  Robert 
Pen)  said  that  this  map,  with  the  boundary  line 
traet-d  by  the  hand  of  King  George  III.,  wiis  in 


1  able  Senotor  flrom  Kentucky, [.Mr,  CBiTTEKDe.v,] 
a  few  days  back,  when  he  said  that  he  regarded 
the  people  of  England  the  same  ns  he  did  the 
rest  of  mankind — "  in  war,  enemies;  in  peocc, 
friends." 

Me  believed  Lord  Ashburinn— and  he  declared 

.  that  belief  in  the  presence  of  the  enlightened  as- 
sembly he  addressed — to  have  come  to  this  coun- 
try the  unbiased  friend  of  Amoricoiand  England. 

,  He  came,  as  he  ever  was,  the  friend  of  our  com- 
mon race;  he  came  convinced  of  the  benefits  aris- 
ing from,  and  ns  such  the  conscientious  advocate 


the  actual  posacsaion  of  Lord  Ashburton  when  |   ofifniversnl  peace;  he  came  with  the  praiseworthy 


Ihnt  nobleman  wus  carrying  on  the  nnemiations 
which  terminated  in  the  treaty  of  1842;  but  he 
could  not  find  out  where  he  learned  that  fact.  The 
mistake  of  the  honorable  Senator  lay  in  confound- 
hig  Lord  Pnlmersion  with  Lord  Ashburton;  for 
the  speech  of  Sir  Robert  Peel,  from  which  he 
quoted,  ond  on  which  he  depended  for  authority 
to  substantiate  his  statement,  was  a  speech  de- 
livered in  roply  lo  Lord  Palmerston,  in  which  Sir 
Robert  frequently  nlluded  to  him  (Lord  Palmer- 
ston) as  the  noble  lord,  and  said  that  he,  as  pre- 
vious foreigH  secretary,  had  Mitchell's  map  of 
1753  in  his  possession.  * 

For  the  honor  of  the  age  we  lire  in,  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  vindicate  those  thus  publicly  arraigned, 
and  show  they  were  not  guiltyof  any  such  fmuils 
Hs  those  Inid  to  their  charge.  Lord  Palmerston 
was  not  the  iVIinistor  from  whom  Lord  Ashbur- 
ton received  his  instructions.  He  was  out  of 
office,  and  it  was  from  liis  successor.  Lord  Aber- 
deen, the  present  Foreign  Secretary,  that  Lord 
Ashlnirton  got  the  necessary  directions  to  guide 
him  in  the  perfecting  of  the  treaty.  And  in  a 
note  appended  lo  a  document  before  him,  ema- 
nating I'rom  the  New  York  Historical  Society, 
(to  which  every  credit  was  due,)  though  the  hon- 
orable Senator  might  not  have  thought  it  worth 
his  while  to  read  it,  it  was  distinctly  stated  that 
Lord  Aberdeen,  who  was  new  in  office,  was  not, 
at  the  time,  aware  of  the  existence  of  this  map,'^ 
and  that  Lord  Aslibtirtnn  was  equally  ignorant  I 
ontil  after  bis  return  to  England.  | 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  had  | 
•s  much  regard  as  any  man  brcatliuig  for  the  ' 
character  of  others;  and  he  was  confident  that,  j 
■veing,  as  he  now  must,  that  his  statement,  like  ' 
the  "  baseless  fabric'of  a  vision,"  was  destitute  > 
of  foundation,  he  would  do  justice  to  those  whom 


intention  of  cultivating  between  both  nations  n  ' 

'  good  understanding;  and  he  returned, closing  with  | 

honor  to  himself,  n  career  marked  at  the  outset  , 

with  n  devotion  to  the  interests  of  this  country. 

He  would  feel  himself  wanting  in  justice  and 

humanity  if  he  suffered  the  slightest  calumny  to  I 

remain  on  the  character  of  that  nobleman  which  ; 

it  was  in  his  power  to  remove.    He  felt  called  on  j 

the  more  to  adopt  this  course  from  the  lesson  in-  I 

culcatrd  by  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania;  that  , 

',  lesson  was  "  England  is  capable  of  nothing  to-  | 

wards  this  country  hut  fraud.     Beware  of  Eng-  I 

land;  she  has  cheated  you  before,  and  will  again."  ■ 

1  That  was  the  moral  inculcated  by  him;  but  if  he  , 

cannot -find  something  more  plausible  and  more 

decisive,  to  inculpate  those  to  whom  he  has  re- 

i  ferred,  they  will  go  clear  of  imputation.  ' 

'      What  is  this  map  ofGeorgc  III.,  on  which  the  ' 

honorable 'Senator  from  Pcunsylvaniii  dwelt  so 

,  long  and  BO  forcibly,  ns  demonstrating  the  right  I 

of  the  United  States  to  the  whole  disputed  terri-  | 

tory  .'  Why,  ho  could  satisfy,  and  no  doubt  sur- 

'  prise  that  honorable  Senator,  by  showing  that,  i 

so  far  from  its  l>eing  against  England  and  in  favor  | 

of  the  United  States,  it  was,  if  anything,  the  I 

;  contrary;  ifwent  for  the  cloims  of  neither,  as  set  j 

]  forth  during  the  negotiations;  but,  if  it  proved  , 

'  anything,  it  was,  that  what  was  done  by  the  j 

treaty  was  right.  ' 

Mr.  R.  here  called  the  attention  of  the  Senate  ' 

to  the  origin  of  the  treaty  of  1783,  so  far  as  re-  j 

hited  to  ilie  northeastern   boundary:  the  map  of  I 

Mitchell  alluded  to,  bearing  dale  1783,  was  in-  | 

correct,  in  coiisequciicc  of  a  typographical  error.  ' 

It  should  be  1785.  Pending  that  treaty,  the  great 

object  was  lo  ascertain  the  northwest  angle  of 

Nova  Scotia  as  a  starting  point  for  the  boundary 

line;  and  the  next,  and  at  the  lime  considered  the 


lie  had  unintentionally  injured.     Lord  .AshlMirton  ';  greatest  matter  in  dispute,  was  whether  the  high- 
hod  with  him  n  map;  but  it  was  not  Mitchell's      lands  were  north  of  St.  John's  river— as  we 


map,  nor  had  it  traced  on  its  face,  by  a  royal  I 
hand  any  boundary  line.    That  map  had  nothing 
on  it  to'  maintain  the  claims  of  England,  and, 
being  refrrred  lo  the  Maine  commissioners,  was  ' 
at  once  refuted  by  them. 

Itgavetohim, on  this  occasion,  sincere  pleasure  I 
to  say  of  all  panics  concerned  in  that  negotiation,  | 
what  he  had  said  over  and  over,  that  their  bear-  I 
ing,  from  the  commencement  to  the  end,  was  , 
manly  and  frank,  marked  with  sjncerily  and  good  I 
tfiilh,  and  with  a  sirictadherence  to  the  honor  of  ' 
both  nations,  which  would  ever  ilistinguish  this 
treaty  in  the  annals  of  history.    Tha 


claimed  them,  or  south  of  St.  John's  river,  as 
Great  Britain  claimed  them.  The  latter  point  the  j 
map  decides  according  to  our  vicWs;  but  instead 
of  confirinin«r  us  in  the  stand  we  look  as  to  the 
position  of  the  northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia, 
It  places  it,  and  justly  ton,  fifty  miles  further  to 
the  west — a  position  which  would  give  to  Eng- 
land more  than  she  got  by  the  treaty  of  1843, 
or  more  than  she  claimed  at  any  previous  period. 
This  map  was  fully  borne  out  by  the  map  of  Mr. 
Jay,  (which,  slr.inge  to  say,  was  only  recently 
discovered,)  of  the  correctness  of  which  there 
could  not  exist  a  doubt. 

Mr.  R.,  after  passing  a  high  eulogium  on  Mr. 


at  sincerity, 
good'faith;  and  honorable  conduct,  enabled  them 

to  surmount  difficulties  and  remove  obstacles  that  |  Gallatin — than  whom  a  more  able"or  equitable 
for  ycai*  had  defied  the  (alent  and  sagacity  of  j  defender  of  American  claims  never  existed — went 
diplomatists  on  both  sides,  though  aided  by  the  ,  on  to  show  that  he  predicted  in  his  private  cor- 
-wiA'lom  of  a  sovereign  arbitrator.  It  gave  him  respondence,  that  the  northwest  angle  of  Nova 
pleasure  to  refer  to  the  conduct  of  every  one  en-  j  Scotia  would  be  found — where  after  a  lapse  of 
gaiged;  it  reflected  on  each  of  them  infinite  honor,  ]l  fift^  years  it  was  found — in  a  position  far  more 


ns  well  those  acting  for  the  sovereignties  of  Maine 
an<i  Massachusetts  as  those  acting  for  England 
nnd  the  United  States.    Their  conduct  emulated 
that  of  the  fathers  of  their  country;  and  they  ex- 
ecuted their  trust  in  the  spirit  of  that  compact 
Avhich  sealed  our  title  to  independence.    In  regard 
to  the  imputations  endeavored  lo  be  cast  on  Lord 
Ashbtirton,  he  could  not  resist  (even  at  the  ex- 
pense of  being  accused  of  defending  a  foreigner, 
and  that  foreigner  an  Englishman — a  son  of  that 
oruel  step-mother  whose  harsh  treatment  of  us, 
her  offspring,  lias  been  so  glowingly  depicted  by 
the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania)  his  inclination  to 
reply.    The  language  used  by  that  Senator,  in 
speaking  of  England,  he  disowned.     It  was  not 
the  language  of  the  generous  spirit  of  America; 
it  was  not  the  language  of  a  Christian  people; 
and  it  would  be  well  for  gentlemen  inclined  to  in- 
dulge in  such  language  to  reflefct  whether  it  would 
not  be  more  creditable  and  more  Christfan-liketo 
adopt  the  sentiments  which  fell  from  the  hoaor- 


favornble  to  British  interests  than  many  were 
disposed  to  believe.  'According to  his  reading — 
ifiie  had  not  forgot  what  he  had  read  some 
thirty  years  back — a  contract  or  agreement  should 
be  executed  as  understood  by  the  contracting  par- 
lies; and,  if  this  ntle  was  applied  to  this  ease  on 
discovery  of  the  northwest  angle,  we  would  give 
to  Great  Britain  much  more  than  she  obtained  by 
the  conciliatory  contract  of  1843;  and,  further, 
we  would  have  givAi  it  without  looking  to  her, 
or  without  her  being  morally  bound  to  give  us 
one  foot  of  her  territory  in  return.  He  depre-  j 
cated  the  policy  of  gentlemen  who,  sanguine  in 
the  doctrine  of  a"  modern  school  of  philosophy, 
considered  there  was  no  remedy  but  war  for  i 
healing  the  difTerences  of  nations.  He  advocated 

fieace,  and  would  go  any  length  to  secure  it,  so 
ong  as  it  could  be  done  with  safety  to  the  na- 
i  tional  honor. 

I      He  took  on  himself  to  answer  the  question  put 
I  on  a  former  day  by  .the  Senator  from  Pennsylva- 


nia to  the  honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky, 
whether  he,  knowing  the  existence  of  such  n  map, 
would  have  executed  the  treaty  of  1842.>  To  that 
question  he  replied  in  the  affirmative.  Such 
knowledge  would  induce  him  to  hurry  to  comple- 
tion such  treaty,  from  the  foct  that  the  terms 
were  more  favorable  than  we  were  actually  enti- 
tled to. 

He  knew  not  what  a  mysterious  Providence 
might  have  in  store  for  Oregon;  but  judging  from 
the  honorable  and  happy  termination  of  the  treaty 
of  1843, 'and  notwithstanding  the  treacherous, 
perfidious,  nnd  pilfering  power  of  England,  so 
fully  set  forth  and  animadverted  on  by  gentlemen 
opposite,  he  would  be  happy  to  find  the  adjust- 
ment of  the  question  left  to  negotiation.  This 
question  has  been  allowed  to  sleep  for  more  than 
n  qnarier  of  century,  without  a  pretenee  of  injury 
to  either  side;  and  why  the  year  1844  is  selected 
to  break  up  our  peaceable  relations,  by  giving  this 
notice,  he  coulu  not  tell,  except  it  was  because 
an  English  minister,  armed  with  full  powers,  is 
now  here  to  bring  the  matter  to  an  amicable  term- 
ination. 

Thtro  could  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  interpreta- 
tion of  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania's  meaning. 
His  speech  solved  the  propo!<ition.  He  would 
give  no  threat,  but  do  that  which  would  show  lo 
England  we  were  about  lo  do  something  in  earn- 
est. The  meaning  was,  that  we  were  lo  hold  a 
rod  over  a  Power  proud  in  arms,  and  say,  if  you 
do  not  negotiate  according  lo  our  views,  we  will 
enter  ri  r(  arinti,  and  appropriate  the  whole  of 
On-gon  to  ourselves,  'lo  think  that  England 
would  negotiate  thus,  with  a  rod  hung  over  her 
in  ((rrarriH,  would  be  preposteroits. 

He  fully  concurred  with  the  majority  of  the 
last  session,  who,  in  declaring  their  intention  not 
to  stimulate  emigration  by  artificial  means,  at  the 
same  time  avowed  their  readiness  to  siretch  forth 
to  our  fellow-citir.ens,  who  went  there,  the  shield 
of  .American  justice,  by  extending  to  them  tlic 
protection  of  our  territorial  laws.  To  this  extent 
lie  would  be  found  at  all  limes  goin^  hand  in  hand 
with  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania;  but,  with  a 
recollection  of  the  treaty  of  1842,  he  could  not 
consent  to  any  step  ihatwould  involve  us  in  war, 
as  long  ns  there  was  a  chance,  by  negotiation,  of 
securing  an  honorable  peace. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  regretted  thht  he  was  the 
innocent  cause  of  calling  forth  from  the  honorable 
Senator  the  exertion  of  a  speech.  He  had  already 
been  replied  to  by  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Kentucky,  and  by  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Virginia,  and  now  he  has  got  another  reply  from 
the  other  honorable  Senator  from  Virginia;  ho 
wps  not,  however,  nt  the  moment,  going  to  reply 
to  them.  He  thought,  in  his  reply  to  the  honor- 
able Senator  from  Kentucky,  that  he  wos  suffi- 
'ciently  explicit  in  declaring  that  he  had  no  inten- 
tion to  censure  those  who  voted  for  the  treaty  of 
1842.  Though  he  was  not  going  to  reply,  he  was 
glad  to  hear  the  honorable  Senator  [Mr.  Rives] 
admit  one  thing — his  willingness  to  extend  to' 
Oregon  the  benefit  of  our  laws. 

Mr.  RIVES.  That  is  nothing  new.  I  advo- 
cated the  same  last  session. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  there  were  two  dis- 
tinct issues  of  facts  between  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor and  himself.  He  stated  that  Sir  Robert  Peel 
asserted,  in  his  place  in  Parliament,  that  a  map 
found  in  the  library  of  the  late  King  George  III., 
with  the  boundary  line  marked  on  it,  and  the 
words  "  this  is  the  lint  of  OsuuM's treaty,"  written 
by  the  King's  hand^was  in  possession  of  Lord 
Ashburton  when  carrying  on  the  negotiation  in 
this  city,  and,  furthermore,  he  asserted  that  the 
expressed  opinions  of  Lord  Brougham  and  Sir 
Robert  Peel  were,  that,  if  this  map  was  produced 
in  proper  time,  it  would  have  done  away  with  the 
necessity  for  any  negotiation,  and  settled  the  con- 
troversy at  once.  If  there  was  no  censure  to  bo 
cast  on  Lord  Ashburton,  there  certainly  was  (if 
this  was  true)  censure  to  be  cost  on  the  Govern- 
ment he  represented.  He  had  before  him  ex- 
tracts from  the  English  debates,  as  reported  in 
the  newspapers;  but,  lest  they  should  be  errone- 
ous, he  would  delay  his  reply  until  he  would 
have  an  opportunity  of  consulting  Hansard's 
Parliamentary  Reports,  which  he  would  do  on 
this  night,  and  in  the  morning  be  prepared  to  show 
by  them  that  he  was  not  mistaken.  If  he  was, 
he  was  never  so  mistaken  in  his  life;  and  no  man 
would  r.ome  forward  more  readily  to  acknowledge 
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that  mistake,  and  to  express  his  regret  for  having 
fallen  into  i(. 

Mr.  CHOATE  said  something  about  giving  an 
explanation  to-morrow,  but  was  nearly  inaudible 
in  the  reporters'  gallery. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
MoNDiT,  March  18,  1844. 

The  Journal  having  been  road  and  approved , 

The  SPEAKER  announced  that  the  first  busi- 
ness in  order  was  the  calling  on  the  Slates  for  res- 
olutions. 

Mr.  RAMSEY  desired  leave  to  make  a  report 
from  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  objected  to  any  busi- 
ness out  of  the  regular  order. 

Mr.  JONES, of  Tennessee,  moved  that  the  rules 
be  suspended  to  allow  the  reception  of  reports 
from  the  standing  committees — such  as  would  not 
give  rise  to  debate;  which  motion  was  carried; 
and  reports  were  made,  as  follows: 

Mr.  WELLER,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  resolution  directing  the 
printing  of  fifteen  thousand  extra  copies  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  ac- 
eonipanyinsr  the  independent  Treasury  bill. 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that  the  motion  to 
print  extra  copies  of  any  document  could  not  be 
entertained  on  the  day  it  was  made. 

Mr.  WHITE  contended  that  the  motion  could 
not  be  entertained  at  all;  and,  after  a  slight  dis- 
cussion, in  which  Messrs.  WHITE,  WELLER, 
and  HOPKINS,  took  pan,    ' 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that  the  resolution 
would  go  over,  and  come  up  in  its  regular  order 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  PRATT,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings,  reported  the  following: 

Re$ohed,  Ttint  tlie  Airnnrps  iindftr  ilie  n.ill  orihc  llnu^c 
of  Bepreaenlative*,  and  under  th«  conimittpe-raooia  of  (he 
esit  wing  of  the  Capiiol,  l>e,anU  the  mnie  m  hereby,  placed 
in  cliarg*^  °f  the  Dimrkeeptr  of  ihe  llou:^*,  whu  i.t  ticreby 
authorized,  with  the  sanction  of  tlte  .Spnaker.  to  rmploy  a 
flreinan,  at  the  pay  of  a  measenger  of  the  lioiue,  to  talce 
care  of  tile  aame. 

Mr.  RATHBUN,  from  the  Committee  on  Rev- 
olutionary Pensions,  reported  the  following  bills: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Wilson; 

A  bill  for  lh6  relief  of  Maria  Robinson;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  B.  Perry  and  oth- 
ers. 

These  bills  were  accompanied  by  reports  in 
each  case;  and  they  were  severally  read  andVe- 
ferred  to  a  committee  of  tlie  Whole  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RATHBUN,  it  was 

Oritrti,  That  the  Coromitli-e  on  Revolutinnory  Penoinna 
beditelnrged  I'mm  Uie  consideration  uf  ib«  petition  of  Ficld- 
int  Pratt,  and  Uiat  it  be  referred  to  tlie  Committee  on  In- 
valid Penaiona. 

Mr.  OWEN,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals,  reported  bills  of  the  following  titles: 

A  bill  making api>ropriations  to,and  incomplet- 
ing Ihe  harbor  at  Raedire,  on  the  eastern  shore  of 
Lake  Michigan; 

A  bill  making  impropriations  for  certain  im- 
provements in  the  Territory  of  Iowa;  and 

A  biH  making  appropriations  for  certain  im- 
provements in  the  Perrilory  of  Florida. 

These  bills  were  severally  read,  and  referred  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  VANCE,  from  the  Cnmmittce  of  Claims, 
reported  bills  of  the  following  titles;  which  were 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jeannettc  C.  Hunting- 
ton, relict  and  sole  executrix  of  William  D.  Chie- 
Ter,  deceased;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Harvey  Parke;  accom- 
panied in  each  case  by  a  report. 

Mr.  v.,  from  the  same  committee,  made  ad- 
verse reports  upon  the  petition  of  Henry  Stoker; 
the  petition  of  Mary  Amelia  Lewis,  widow  of 
Captain  Andrew  Lewis,  deceased;  the  petition  of 
Captain  Henry  McKavet';  and  the  petition  of 
Daniel  Brayman;  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  (able.and  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VANCE,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  tlie  Committee  of-CJainia  be  diachaijed 
(h>m  the  consideration  of  the  pniition  of  iVIiles  W.  Picltey, 
and  ttiat  it  be  referred  to  ihe  Committee  on  tlie  Judiciary. 

Mr.  RAMSEY,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  upon  the  case  of  William  P. 
Zantzinger,  accompanied  by  a  bill;  which  was 
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read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House. 

Mr.  MORSE,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
a  report  upon  the  petition  of  John  P.  Converse, 
accoQipanicd  by  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House. 

Mr.  COKB,  from  the  same  committee,  made  a 
report  upon  tlte  petition  of  C.  P.  Sengsuick,  ac- 
companied by  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  from  the  CoromiKee 
on  PublicLands,madea  report  upon  the  petitions 
for  the  removal  of  theltind  office  from  Jackson  to 
Fredericklown,  in  Missouri,  and  fur  the  Coosa 
land  office,  to  be  cstalilished  in  Jacksonville,  in 
Alabama,  accompanied  by  a  bill  to  authorize  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  removethe  land 
office  from  Jackson,  Missouri,  to  Frederick- 
lown, in  Madison  county,  in  said  State;  and  also 
to  remove  the  land  office  from  Lebanon  to  Jack- 
sonville, in  Alabama. 

The  bill  was  reod  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  tlie 
Union, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HOLMES,  it  was 

Oriertdt  That  the  Connnittce  on  Commerce  be  discharged 
fniin  tilt;  cuMt-idrrntion  of  llie  petition  ortilizcns  of  Maastf- 
chuiictt^i  for  prrniitision  to  import,  free  of  duty,  iron  IV»r  llie 
Fall  Kivcr  railroad,  nud  Uint  It  be  referred  to  the  Comniiltec 
of  Ways  and  IVIenna. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  from  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the 
petition  of  John  Bruce;  which  was  laid  on  the 
table. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be  dis- 
charged from  the  consideration  of  the  Dieinnrinli  remons- 
trating against  the  removiU  of  the  surveyor  geueraPs  olfioe 
from  Donaldsonville  to  Baton  Rnuge,  and  that  it  do  lie  on 
Uie  table. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  from  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lantis,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill 
to  direct  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
cause  the  reserved  lead  mines  in  the  State  of  Illi- 
nois, and  Territories  of  Wisconsin  and  Iowa,  to 
b^  exposed  to  public  sale,  reported  an  amenda- 
tory bill;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Union. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  it  was 
Orilered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be  dis- 
charged from  the  conoideraiion  nfUie  memorial  of  (he  l.e- 
gislniun;  lor  (lie  sale  of  the  r>>served  mineral  lands,  and  the 
issuing  of  pntenu  for  lands  herelolure  sold ;  and  tiiat  it  do 
lie  nn  tbe  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HOUSTON,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be  dia- 
cliarged  ftnm  the  cousideraiion  of  the  racmnrial  of  the 
iKiard  of  commissioners  for  Des  Moines  couniy,  Iowa,  for 
H  grant  of  land  for  a  court  bouse  ;  and  that  it  du  lie  on  the 
Ubio. 

Mr.  DICKEY,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, made  a  report  upon  the  petition  of  David 
Allspack,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  relief; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS,  from  the  same  eommiuee, 
reported  a  bill  (o  change  the  time  of  holding  the 
spring  term  of  the  district  court  of  the  United 
States  for  the  eastern  district  of  Virginia;  which 
was  read  three  times  and  passed. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  from  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill 
from  the  Senate  entitled  an  act  relative  to4he 
office  of  surveyor  general  for  the  Stales  of  Ohio, 
Indiana,  and  Michigan,  reported  the  same  with- 
out amendment;  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Coiq- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  ths  Union. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD,  from  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Claims,  made  a  report  upon  the 
petition  of  Samuel  Richards,  executor  of  Wil- 
liam T.  Smith,  ktte  of  Philadelphia,  accompanied 
by  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  STONE,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
a  report  upon  the  petition  of  Henry  King,  ac- 
companied by-a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Indiana,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Private  Land  Claims,  made  a  report  upon 
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le  petition  of  Antonia  Clicnno,  atxompanieii  by 
bill  to  confirm  his  claim  to  a  tract  of  land  in  the 
State  of  Louisiana;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 


Mr.  IRWIN,  from  the  Committee  on  Miliuitv 
Affairs,  made  an  adverse  report  upon  the  resolo- 
tion  of  the  House  of  the  29th  January  lait,  in  n. 
lutinn  to  the  defensive  works  in  the  Pen'obtcM 
river;  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 
1     'Mr.  COLES,  from   the  same  committee  to 
which  was  referred,  in  the  annual  report  of 'the 
Secretary  of  War,  the  subjects  of  the  act  of  the 
23d  of  August,  1842,  abolishing  the  office  of  one 
insfiector  general,  three   paymnslem,  two  sur- 
geons, and  two  assistant  surgeons,- and  direeiine 
i  their  discharge  within  one  month  after  its  nsa- 
sage,  &c.,  made  a  report  thereon,  accompanied 
:  by  a  bill  to  repeal  so  much  of  the  foarth  section 
of  the  act  approved  23d  August,  1843,  eotided 
"  An  act  respecting  the  organization  ofihe  Annv 
ond  for  other  purposes,"  as  abeliahea  the  o&ee 
of  one  inspector  general;  which  bill  was  read  a 
'  first  and  second  time,  and  committed  to  thcCiiii^ 
I  mittce  of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of  the  Union. 
Mr.  BOYD,  from  the  same  coinmiliee,  mails 
an  adverse  report  upon  Uie  memorial  of  Tmensa 
Cross;  which  report  was  laid  on  the  table. 
Mr.  MclLVAINE,  from  the  Committee  ea 
I  Revolutionary  Pensions,  made  a  report  upon  the 
>  petitioti  ofGeorge  Lingley,  accompanied  byabill 
for  his  relief;  which  was  read  twice,  and  leferifd 
!  to  Ihe  Committee  of  the  whole  House. 

Mr.  Mel.,  from  the  same  committer,  made  an 
:  adverse  report  upon  the  |>riition  nf  Eliiabcili 
I  Wilson,  widow  of  Thomas  Wilson;  which  wai 
'  laid  on  the  table. 

j  Mr.  HOGE,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
a  report  upon  the  petition  of  George  Weniling, 
'  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  was 
i  read  twice,  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of  die 
j  Whole  House. 

I  Mr.  H.,  from  the  same  committee,  made  a  te- 
I  port  upon  the  petition  of  Uriah  Loorais,  accom- 
:  panied  by  a  bill  for,  his  relief;  which  was  read 
I  twice,  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House. 
Mr.  WENT  WORTH,  from  the  Committee  on 
'  Territories,  offered  the  following  resolutien: 
I  Retolved,  That  ten  Ibonsand  rxini  eopirs  of  tfie  hllaad 
'  report  of  the  Conrniuce  nn  Terriiorio  In  lelaiiou  la  Ore- 
I  gon  be  printed  for  the  u>e  of  this  llou-soi 

I      Mr.  WHITE  objected  to  its  reception. 

!      Mr.  WENTWORTH  moved  a  suspension  of 

!  the  rules  in  order  to  enable  him  to  submit  die 

'  resolution. 

I      Mr.  WHITE  rjiUed  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

I      The  SPEAKER  counted  those  in  favor  of  the 

I  yeas  and  nays,  and  reported  26  in  theafiirmatife, 

i  which  was  not  a  suffiMenl  number. 

I      A  countof  those  in  tlie  negative  was  demanded; 

!  and  seventy-five  voted  in  the  iiegalive.    Then 

'  was  no  quiirum  voting. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  was  evident  there  was 
a  quorum  present;  and  he  called  upon  gentlemen 
to  vote  on  one  side  or  the  other.  > 

Mr.  WHITE  called  for  tellers,  and  they  wen 
ordered;  and  Measrs.  Dcllet  and  Burke  wen 
appointed,  and  ihey  reported  25  iatheaflirraauve. 
Mr»  WENTWORTH  remarked  that  if  a  ma- 
jority could  lake  up  the  resolution  to-morrow,  he 
would  willidraw  his  motion  for  a  suspension  of 
the  rules,  for  he  did  not  wish  to  take  up  the  time 
of  the  House  uselessly;  and  as  he  saw  tti»  minor- 
ity of  the  House  rn  moue  opposing  him,  he  was 
confident  two  thirds  could  not  be  obtained  losiii- 
pend  the  rules.  .  So  he  would  let  the  resolutioa 
pass  over  until  to-morrow,  when  a  majority  couU 
pass  it;  and  he  would  then  urge  it,  as  he  and  other 
western  gentlemen  were  eoiiunually  being  called 
upon  for  some  documents  in  relation  to  the  matter, 
and  he  was  sorry  to  see  any  dioposiiion  to  with- 
hold information  upon  so  important  a  public 
measure. 
The  motion  was  accordingly  withdiswn. 
Mr.  HOGE,  from  the  CoromiUee  on  Bev<>hi- 
tionary  Pensions,  made  a  report  upon  the  petition 
of  Amazial  Goodwin,  accompanied  by  a  bdl  for 
his  relief;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  H.,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
bills  of  the  following  titles,  accompanied  by  re- 
poru;  which  were  read  twice,  and  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House: 

A  bill  for  Ihe  relief  of  Wilmot  Marsdon,  of 
Oneida  county.  New  York,   widow  of  George 
Marsdon,  deceased;  antl 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Edmaason. 
Mr.  RATHBUN,  from  the  sams  commilise. 
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made  ar  report  upon  the  petition  of  Mary  Ann 
Linton, accompanied  by  abili  for  her  relief;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  OWEN,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals,  reported  two  bills  making  appropri- 
ations for  certain  improvements  on  the  shores  of 
Lake  Michig;an;  which  were  read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union. 

Mr.  O.  alio  reported  bills  making  appropri- 
ations for  certain  improvements  in  the  Territory 
of  Iowa;  which  were  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  from  the  Committee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  on  leave  granted,  (the  hour 
for  which  the  rules  were  suspended  having  ex- 
pired,) reported  a  bill  to  amend  and  continue  in 
forca  the  act  incorporating  the  inhabitnnts  6f 
Washington;  which  was  read  twice,  afid  referred 
toaCommitteeof  the  Whole  House;  and,  toggther 
with  the  accompanying  report,-  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Also,  a  bilT  to  ameni*  the  charters  of  the  Dis- 
trict banks,  accompanied  by  a  report. 

Mr.  C.  moved  that  the  bill  bs  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  and  that  the  bill 
and  report  be  printed. 

Mr.McCAUSLEN  wasopposed  to  the  printing 
of  the  report,  and  moved  that  the  bill  and  report 
be  laid  upon  the  table. 

Upon  this  motion  the  yens  and  nays  were  or- 
dered. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  said  he  felt  under  (he  neces- 
sity of  calling  for  the  reading  of  the  report,  as  it 
was  not  proper  that  the  House  should  vote  upon 
it  in  the  dark. 

Mr.  ADAMS  objected  to  all  further  proceed- 
ings upon  this  subject,  and  called  for  the  orders 
ofthe  day. 

The  SPEAKER  remarked  that,  the  gentleman 
not  having  made  his  dbjeclion  at  first,  it  could 
not  be  entertained  now. 

Mr.  BIDLACK  raised  a  qtiesfion  of  order. 
This  being  petition  day,  the  House  had  agreed 
to  suspend  the  rules  for  one  hour  for  the  purpose 
of  receiving  such  reports  from  committees  as 
would  cause  no  debate.  That  hour  had  expired, 
and  he  contended  that  the  indulgence  granted  to 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  was  under- 
stood to  be  under  the  same  limitation,  viz:  that 
no  debate  should  arise. 

The  SPEAKER  observed  that  the  gentleman 
had  asked  permission  to  make  a  report,  and  the 
House  acquiesced,  irithout,  in  the  opinion  ofthe 
Chair,  any  such  condition  or  limitation.' 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  said  such  was  his  own  im- 
pression; but,  at  the  same  time,  he  was  not  witl- 
ing to  stand  up  in  opposition  to  what  seemed  to 
M  the  will  of  the  House;  and  if  permitted  to  do 
so,  he  would  withdraw  the  report,  and  bring  it 
up  to>morrow. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,.8aid  the  question  was 
apon  laving  the  bill  and  report  on  the  table.   He 
'  oDfecteil  to  its  withdrawal. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  then  again  called  for  the 
reading  of  the  report. 

Mr.  McCAUSLEN  said  he  was  not  disposed 
to  throw  any  unnecessary  obstacle  in  the  way, 
though  he  was  opposed  to  the  admission  of  the 
report,  because  he  believed  it  was  not  based  upon 
facts. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  said  he  insisted  that  the 
^ntleman  should  explain-to  the  House  what  it 
vraa  he  meant  when  he  said  the  report  was  not 
Ijased  upon  facts.  Did  the  gentleman  mean  to 
cast  censure  upon  the  majority  of  the  committee  r 
Mr.  McCAlTSLEN  said  he  did  nothing  ofthe 
kind. 

And  after  some  further  conversation,  the  mo- 
tion to  lay  on  the  table  was  withdrawn;  and  the 
bill  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House,  and  the  bill  and  report  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

OREGON. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INOERSOLL  then  rose  and  moved 
to  reconsider  the.  vote  by  which  the  resolution 
ofiered  on  a  former  day  by  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana,  [Mr.  OwenJ  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Alfaira. 

Mr.  WHITE  said  lie  would  be  compelled  to 
tnai«t  that  the  rules  of  debate  should  be  strialy 


enforced  in  relation  to  this  question,  as  the  same 
subject  was  already  before  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  would  necessarily  be  there  debated 
at  large.  He  thought  it  would  be  improper,  upon 
a  mere  motion  (o  reconsider,  that  they  should  go 
into  a  general  debate. 

Mr.  WINTHROP  suggested  a  point  of  order. 
The  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  OwfeN,]  on  a 
former  day,  presented  a  resolution  of  his  State, 
which  was  referred  to  n  committee;  the  auestinn 
of  reference  not  being  debatable  when  maoe.  He 
submitted  whether  a  motion  to  reconsider  that 
vote  was  debatable?  He  believed  the  Chair  had 
often  ruled  that  such  motion  was  not  debatable. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  inquired  ofthe  Chair 
whether  a  majority  was  sufficient  to  carry  the 
House  into  the  Committee  ofthe  Whole,  for  the 
purpose  nf  taking  up  the  Oregon  question ' 

The  SPEAiCER  replied  that  a  majority  was 
sufficient  to  suspend  the  rules  for  the  purpose  of 
going  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole;  anti  it 
would  then  be  in  the  discretion  of  the  committee 
as  to  what  subject  should  be  taken  up. 

Mr.  C.J.  INGERSOLL  moved  a  suspension 
of' the  rules. 

Mr.  WINTHROP  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays;  which  were  ordered;  aitd  being  taken,  re- 
sulted—yeas 89,  nays  71. 

So  the  rules  were  suspended . 

On  motion  of  Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL,  the 
House  resolved  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Hamlin 
in  the  chair,)  and  look  up  the  following  resolu- 
tion, introduced  bjr  Mr.  Owen,  on  the  4th  of 
January,  1844,  and  reported  back  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Affairs  the  23d  of  the  same 
month : 

Reaolved  hf  Ike  Senate  and  Howie  of  Jiepresentnticet  of 
tho  Uniied  Statee  of  Ameiica  i-n  Conxren  at^cmUed,  'I'hal, 
io  accordance  with  Ihe  pruviKinim  ot'Uie  eeciiiul  anicEL-nrtt 
convention  between  the  United  Htiite*  of  AiiiLTica  nnd  llio 
King  of  the  Uniied  Kingdom  of  Great  Rrilaiti  nnd  Irelnnd, 
of  the  6th  September,  la-V,  conjinuins  indehritlely  (lie  pro 
viftiono  of  tile  third  irticle  of  the  convenlinn  of  30lli  Octo. 
tier,  1BI6.  r*'lalive  to  the  Joint  occupancy,  by  Greiu  Brilatii 
and  tile  Uniied  Staten  of  America,  of  certain  lnrid«  on  the 
northwest  const  of  America,  wevtwarU  ofthe  Slony  monnt- 
aina,  commonly  enlled  the  territory  of  OreKon,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  be  requested  to  give  due  tiiJtice 
of  twelve  months  to  Ihe  Government  of  Great  Britain,  that, 
after  the  expiration  of  the  said  term  of  notice,  the  United 
Slates  of  Americii  will  annul  and  abrojinte  the  said  conven- 
tion of  Uie  6th  SepteinJier,  1837,  to  coutinaiiif  Uie  pnivi- 
siniii  ofthe  third  article  orilie  conveoUon  ofSIMh  Octuber, 
1818,  u  aforesaid. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  then  addressed  the 
committee.  This  is  a  question  of  thirty  years' 
standing;  and  these  thirty  years  were  full  of  cir- 
cumstances each  of  themselves  replete  with  argu- 
ment for  allowing  no  more  time  to  elapse  without 
settling  the  question.  At  the  treaty  of  Ghent, 
some — and  I  believe  a  majority — of  our  commis- 
sioners were  willing«to  give  England  the  free  nav- 
igation of  the  Mississippi.  Now,  we  have  great 
reason  for  insisting  on  the  exclusive  occupation 
of  Oregon  some  thirty-five  hundred  miles  further 
west  than  the  Mississippi.  In  these  thirty  years 
several  States  and  Territorias,  inhabited  by  sev- 
eral millions  of  people,  six  hundred  steamboats, 
and  not  less  than  eight  or  ten  thousand  watermen, 
were  established  in  that  Titan  region  of  prodi- 
gious growth;  while  as  many  American  vessels 
on  the  Pacific  ocean,  manned  by  twenty  thou- 
sand of  the  best  seamen  in  the  world,  are  the  mar- 
itime appurtenances  of  the  territory  of  Oregon. 
If,  then,  in  1823,  Mr.  Adams,  then  Secretary  of 
Slate,  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Gallatin,  the  American 
Minister  in  England,  could,  with  greal  felicity  of 
diction,  explain  the  importance  ofthe  northwest- 
ern territory — [here  Mr.  I.  read  a  sentence  from 
Mr.  Adam's  dispatches]— how  vastly  and  obvi- 
ously has  the  importance  of  the  question  become 
since  he  wrote  that  dispatch  ? 

It  is  said  to  be  a  question  of  title,  upon  which 
I  shall  not  dwell  further  than  to  state  the  princi- 
ple, that  title  to  wild  territory  of  this  description 
depends  upon  first  discovery,  followed  up  by  oc- 
cupation; and  the  distsovery  of  the  mouth  of  a 
river  gives  a  right  to  all  the  regions  watered  by 
it.  In  1822,  Russia  set  up  a  title  to  this  terri- 
tory, and  made  it  known  to  the  American  Gov- 
ernment, in  a  letter  from  her  minister,  claiming 
the  Pacific  ocean  as  a  clou  sea,  and  announcing 
that  any  American  vessel  found  in  that  ocean,  on 
the  northwest  coast  of  America,  would  be  seized 
and  confiscated. 

Now,  he  considered  the  Russian  a  much  better 


title  than  the  English;  but,  as  among  gentlemen 
disputing,  an  assertion  is  not  to  be  gainsayed  by 
mere  denial;  so  among  nations,  I  presume,  we. 
arc  bound  to  take  for  granted,  that  when  one  as- 
serts a  title,  it  believes  that  title  well  founded.  In 
the  instance  of  Maine,  Great  Britain  succeeded 
in  depriving  the  United  States  of  a  considerable 
portion  of  their  aboriginal  territory,  by  asserting 
a  right  to  it,  which  tiie  English  Prime  Minister 
afterwards  declared  in  Parliament  thnt  he  had 
proof,  in  the  handwriting  of  the  English  mon- 
arch, was  without  foundmioii.  I  would  not  no- 
tice this,  or  the  corresponding  acknowledgment 
of  a  member  of  the  House  of  Lords  to  the  same 
effect,  were  it  not  this  country,  and  particularly 
the  State  from  which  I  come,  is  generally,  if  not 
universally,  charged  with  a  brvacli  nf  faith  in  the 
repudiation  of  debts.  The  charge  is  wholly  un- 
founded. All  that  has  been  done  in  Pennsylva- 
nia, under  the  pressure  of  a  temporary  inability 
to  coinply  with  an  unexpected  amount  of  indebt- 
edness, has  been  to  have  recourse  to  promises  to 
pay — the  only  approximation  to  a  payment  of 
public  debt  tfiat  England  uiteniptcd  to  give  for 
fiv^  nnd  twenty  years.  There  has  been  nu  repu- 
diation of  debt,  or  breach  of  faiili  in  this  coun- 
try, or  any  of  its  States;  nnd  as  I  deem  nalinnal 
faith  or  honor,  on  all  nccnsiniis,  of  ihc  very  first 
importance,  so,  especially,  would  I  maintain  nur 
faith  with  England  not  only  unimpain-d,  but  be- 
yonil  the  possibility  of  imputation  nr  suspicion. 
My  first  renson,  therefore,  for  thinking  that  no- 
tice should  be  given  of  our  dciermiiiatioii  to  put 
at)  end  to  the  treaty  of  joint  occupation,  is,  that, 
if  we  do  anything  at  all,  while  that  treaty  con- 
tinues in  force,  we  subject  ourselves  to,  at  least, 
the  possibility  of  such  imputation. 

Uberrima  ftdn  nUimMM^des  should  be  our  max- 
im, in  dealing  with  a  nation,  the  first  officer  of 
whose  Government— and  I  presume  he  may  be 
considered  us  one  of  the  first  gentlemen  of  the 
country — representing  the  honor,  the  truth,  the 
probity  nf  Great  Britain,  made  the  acknowledg- 
ment, with  respect  to  another  treaty  which  I 
have  alluded  to.  This,  if  I  mistake  not,  was  the 
j:>osition,  a  year  or  two  ago,  on  this  subject,  of  a 
distinguished  Senator,  lately  appointed  to  the 
Department  of  State — who,  1  am  happy  to  hear, 
is  said  to  have  accepted  that  appointment,  end 
who  will,  therefore,  have  the  conduct  of  this  ne- 
gotiation. I  consider  (as  I  understood  him  to 
have  declared,  and  as  his  honorable  colleague  in 
the  Senate  insisted)  that  we  can  do  nothing;  that 
we 'Cannot  put  in  force  the  President's  recom- 
mendations, by  establishing  a  territorial  eovcrn- 
ment  in  Oregon,  a  chain  of  military  posts  leading 
to  it,  or  take  any  other  step  whatever  toward  the 
ultimate  exclusive  possession  of  that  territory, 
till  we  have  first  put  an  end  to  the  treaty  by  which 
we  authorized  England  to  hold  and  use  the  joint 
occupation  for  any  purpose  whatever. 

My  next  position  is  a  constitutional  stand  of 
scarcely  less  importance  than  national  character 
for  pure  and  irreproachable  good  faith;  and  that 
is,  that  the  treaty-making  power  is  not  competent 
to  part  with  any  portion  of  the  American  territory 
without  the  consent  of  Congress.  I  therefore  de- 
sire the  action  of  this  House  on  (his  momentous 
occasion;  and  I  call  upon  every  republican  mem- 
ber of  it,  whatever  his  party  affiliation  may  be, 
to  support  this  great  position  of  popular  sover- 
eignty. Especially  do  I  call  upon  the  honornblo 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  from  the  Boston 
district,  [Mr.  Wintiibop;]  indeed,  upon  all  tho 
members  from  MasSHchusetis,  and  upon  allothers, 
without  distihction  of  party,  (for  this  is  no  parly 
question,)  who  fear  what  that  gentleman  [Mr. 
WiNTBROp]  has  denounced  as  the  stealthy  annex- 
ation of  Texas  to  this  Union,  by  the  clandestine 
contrivance  of  a- treaty,  to  take  their  station  on 
this  Oregon  question,  and  prepare  this  House  and 
the  country  for  the  dreaded  annexation  of  Texas, 
by  interposing  to  express  the  sentiment  of  the 
country  as  representctl  here  upon  the  Oregon  ques- 
tion. 1  shall  quote  you  very  high  authority — the 
highest  with  a  large  party  in  this  House,  and  very 
high  with  mc — that  of  a  most  distinguished  and 
illustrious  citizen  of  tho  West,  for  denying  that 
the  Executive  isaulhorizcd  by  the  treaty-piaking 
power  to  part  with  any  portion  of  the  American 
■territory.  [Mr.  I.  here  -read  from  the  National 
.Intelligencer  a  resolution  submitted  lo  the  House 
of  Representatives,  on  the  3d  April,  1S20,  by  Mr. 
Clay, on  the  Florida  treaty,  to  the  effen  of  what  he 
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Btaled  above.]  Tliis  treaty-making  power  ia  a  tre- 
mendaua  cii|;jne  in  the  lianda  of  any  Executive. 
Let  ua  not,  by  any  inconsiderate  or  ncsli;<>ni  mis- 
conduct.odd  to  ita  forinidablv  force.  All  liie  Exec- 
utives buve,  for  many  years,  dispensed  withtlint 
part  of  the  Constitution  which  rcouircs  them  to 
take  the  advice  of  the  Senate.  The  llouseof  Rep- 
resentatives is  allowed  no  action  whateveron  the 
Bubjecl  of  a  treaty,  in  ttimttc.  The  community 
'  nre  xiifTerod  to  know  nnlliing  obntit  it.  It  is  sent 
in  cut  anil  dry  to  tlicSennte,anil  there  often  voted 
for  by  those  who,  if  advised  with  beforehand, 
would  never  have  assented. 

The  treaty  of  Washington  was.  consummated 
in  this  way  againai-  the  wishes  of  nearly  the 
whole  Stale  of  Maine,  where  parties  emulated 
each  other  in  ardent  opposition  to  it,  till  it  was 
at  last  put  iipon  them,  and  upon  us  all,  by  con- 
trivances which  I  have  no  disposition,  at  thislaie 
dny,  to  stigmatize  aa  I  bflievc  they  deserve.  One 
of  the  greatest  events  in  modern  times — thequin- 
tuple  treaty,  by  which  what  is  called  the  right  of 
seurch,  would  have  been  fi\«iened  upon  the  mar- 
'  itime  world,  and  litis  country  lefl  alone  to  contend 
single  handed  against  neorly  all  of  Europe,  npd 
even  great  \mn  of  America — was  arresied  by  the 
action  of  the  French  Chamber  iif  Deputies,  and 
completely  defeated  after  the  treaties  had  been 
signed,  and  were  aent  to  France  merely  for  ratifi- 
cation. ]  therefore  entreat  the  Reprcscntaiivesof 
the  people  in  this  House  to  seize  this  occasion 
for  ssserting  that  popular  right  which  I  consider 
implies  the  duly  of  its  assertion  to  make  known 
to  the  Executive  whatever  maybe  the  public  sen- 
timent upon  the  Oregon  question. 

It  is  due  to  the  Executive  to  make  known  to 
the  House  that  the  late  Secretary  of  State  took  a 
totally  diflercni  view  of  this  question.  1  hold  in 
my  hand  his  official  letter  addressed  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Affairs,  strongly  objecting  to 
the  course  I  now  recommend. 

Mr.  ADAMS  requested  Mr.  Ihoersoll  toread 
.  the  leiter,  which  he  sent  to  the  Clerk,  who  read  it 
to  the  eficct  stated  by  him. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGEIISOLL.  But  upon  the  ma- 
torest  consideration  that  1  have  been  able  to  give 
this  subject,  I  cannot  entertain  a  doubt  that,  in- 
stead of  detriment  to  the  negotiation,  a  resolu- 
tion ofihis  House  mitst, on  the  contrary, strength- 
en the  President's  bunds,  abridge  his  discretion, 
and  greatly  tend  to  bring  it  to  a  satisfactory  re- 
sult. , 

Will  there,  then,  be  anyihrng  irregular — insult- 
ing, as  has  been  8u<:gested— or  in  any  way  irn- 
R roper  towards  the  LSriiisli  Government  or  their 
linister,  lately  arrived  here,  in  this  House  re- 
solving that  the  President  ought  to  give  notice  of 
our  determination  to  close  the  treaty  at  the  end  of 
a  year,  according  to  its  own  provision  ?  I  cannot 
conceive  that  there  will  be  any  such  eSVct.  To 
the  Qovfrnmeni,  to  the  Minister,  or  to  the  gen- 
tleman in  his  inilividual  capacity,  who  should  be 
treated  with  the  utmost  courtesy  and  considera- 
tion, it  is  inconceivable  to  me  how  there  can  be 
anything  oflTensive  in  signifying  to  him,  at  once, 
that  whatever  may  be  the  result  of  the  negotia- 
tion, we  are  so  much  in  earnest  for  action,  we 
trust  pacific  action,  aad  the  end  of  this  long-pend- 
ing controversy,  that  as  a  first  step  to  titat  end, 
we  give  notice,  as  authorized,  that  the  treaty  for 
joint  occupation  will  cease  a  yea/  hence. 

A  most  unfounded  and  preposterous  impression 
has  been  industriously  inculcated,  that  such  no- 
lice  is  the  way  lo  war — the  first  step  to  hostili- 
ties.    1  utterly  deny  it.     [Mr.  I.  here  read  from 
the  correspondence  on  this  subject,  an  expression 
of  Mr.  Huskisson,  lA  the  elTect  that  it  was  im- 
possible that  two  such  nations  would  rush  into 
conflict  for  such  a  cause  of  quarrel.]     I  entirely 
concur  in  this  sentiment.  I  cannot  impute  to  Great 
Britain  so  barbarous  and  inhuman  a  readiness  for 
hosiiliiies;  and  as  lo  us,  there  can  be  no  war 
without  an  act  of  Congress.     There  may  "be  col- 
lision.    There  may  lie  conflict.     There  may  be 
numerous  homicides  in  ihis  disputed  territory,  as 
I  understand  there  have  already  been  several  iiun-  [ 
dred  American  citizens  put  lo  death  there;  but  no  ! 
war  has  ensued,  and  no  war  can  ensue,  without  j 
the  delibemle  action  of  both  branches  of  Congress  ! 
and  the  Executive,  in  a  deliberate  and  solemn 
declaration. 

I  shall  not  be  deterred,  however,  by  any  of  the 
usual  homiUes  upon  the  hoiTors  of  war,  from  go- 
ing further,  anil,  without  reaerve,  declaring  on 


opinion  upon  that  serious  alternative — the  last  'I 
resort  ofjiations.  The  peculiar  relations  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  are  known  to  ' 
lis  all.  Kindred  and  neighbor  nations  are  those 
always  moat  liable  to  come  to  blow.s.  Resent-  '| 
meiit  for  the  only  two  wnra  the  United  Stales  | 
have  ever  been  compelled  lo  waje  is  by  no  means  ; 
extinct  in  the  bosoms  of  the  American  pi'ople;  ' 
and  while  the  British  press,  and  even  the  Pnrlia-  , 
menl,niid  otlierexponeiiisnf  national  nnimoaiiy,  , 
continunlly  teem  with  torrents  of  this  ungenerous  | 
feeling  towards  ua,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  nl  ! 
that  there  is  a  pervading  sentiment  of  defiance  j 
almost  universal— or  al  least  very  general — in  !i 
this  country  against  England.  For  one,  1  never  I 
feed  or  foment  this  fueling,  and  believe  I  do  not  :. 
even  partake  of  it;  but  I  am  free  to  any  that  I  do  i 
not  deem  it  an  unwholesome  aniipaihy,  or  one  , 
that  I  would  altogether  suppress;  for,  after  all,  j 
what  ia  American  reliance  for  national  independ-  : 
encc,  vindication,  and  honor,  but  that  spirit  of 
national  resistance  to  coninmely,  os  well  as  ag-  u 
gression,  which  there  is  but  one  nation  in  the  i| 
world  that  seems  to  delight  in  besiowini;  upon  '\ 
us?  Far  from  depreeniing  their  abuse,  I  repeat  j 
that  I  consider  it  wholesome  counteraction  of  that  |l 
idolatrous  veneration  which  pervades  certain  i 
classes  of  the  American  community  in  regard  to  jl 
England.  I  would  not  curb  or  crib  that  spirit  of  ii 
restless  enterprise,  of  roving  ambition,  of  love  of  | 
danger,  of  action,  and  of  frequent  quarrel,  which  i 
are,  perhaps,  national  characteristics.  It  is  not  '; 
becau.4c  we  came  from  a  pilgrim  stock.  With  l| 
reverence  be  it  said,  it  wns  not  alone  the  piety  of  ' 
our  forcfatliers  which  laid,  broad  and  deep,  the  ii 
foundati.ms  of  American  independence,  power,  ■: 
union,  and  prosperity;. it  was  conflict,  perpetual  i 
conflict  witli  dangerous  elements,  with  savage  | 
enemies,  wiih  boundless  fores's,  with  all  the  diffi-  I! 
cullies  ofcarly  settlement,  which  made  the  people  |. 
of  these  States  what  they  are,  and  are  destined  to  i 
be,  unless  ihia  spirit  be  ;]uenched;-and  this  is  the  li 
spirit  whicli  roams  from  New  Engfand  lo  the  ' 
Rocky  Mountains,  and  beyond  therii,  and  which  |' 
is  never  content,  like  the  aboriginal  inhabitants 
of  this  vast  country,  without  immense  elbow- 
room;  which,  whether  Pilgrim,  Q.uokcr,  Caiho- 
lie,  Husuenot,  is  perpetually  seeking  for  new 
homes,  fresh  adventures,  and  never  satisfied  but 
in  a  state  of  incessant  conientinn  andcoiiqueat.       i 

What  do  we  want  with  so  much  land?  is  a  '| 
qiiesiion  frequently  asked;  but  why  was  it  not   | 
aslfed  of  Columbus,  or  Cabot,  or  Boone?     It  is  ' 
loo  late  lo  ask  it  now.     It  has  been  long  loo  late;   | 
and  may  we  neversee  the  day  when  this  restless,  H 
roaming  spirit  of  enterprise  and  adventure  shall  1. 
be  no  longer  an  American  characteristic.     We  ' 
may  fill  the  country  with  people;  but  what  sort  'j 
of  people  Will  they  be  if  they  cannot  take  care  of  I, 
themselves?    The  gentleman* from  Illinois  now   | 
near  nie,  [Mr.  Wektwortu,]  is,  I  believe,  a  very  ll 
young  man,  though,  I  hope,  he  has  done  grow-  I' 
ing.    Let  him  live  lo  be  a  member  ofihis  House 
fifty  years  hence,  which  he  may  do  if  he  lives  to 
the  age  of  the  venerable  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr.  Adahs,]  and  he  may  live  to  aee 
fifty  million  people   inhabiting  the  valley  of  ilie 
Mississippi.     But,  if  they  are  an  inert,  supine, 
unambitious,  inglorious  people,  what  will  their 
numbers  avail  them  for  protection  from  the  first 
invader  that  may  choose  lo  become  their  master  ?  | 
Will  they  not,  like  the  inhabitants  of  India  or  | 
China,  be  subject  to  British  or  any  other  con-  i 
quests  l>y  any  warlike  people? 

As  a  free,  we  shall  be  a  fortified  nation.  Our  ' 
only  reliance  is  a  martial  and  indomitable  spirit. 
Who  that  takes  a  proper  view  of  the  cheapest 
and  best  defense  of  this  country,  would  put  an 
end  to  that  spirit  by  teaching  it  to  hesitate  one 
instant  at  going  to  war,  if  necessary  ?  Wars  of 
aggression  are  almost  impracticable  with  our  in- 
stitutions; but  the  peace  of  submission  would  be 
more  fatal  to  American  freedom  than  any  war. 
The  gentleman  to  whom  I  have  already  alluded, 
[Mr.  Wektworth,]  in  the  course  of  his  speech 
on  this  subject,  used  some  strong  expressions, 
importing  defiance  and  conflict  with  Great  Brit- 
ain; and  I  confess,  for  my  own  part,  that  1  am 
never  much  pained  by  what  is  sometimes  termed 
such  western  gascon.  Town  pigmy  as  I  am,  I 
never  saw  a  mountain,  a  lake,  or  a  prairie;  but  I 
acknowledge  it  is  rather  with  pleasure'than  other- 
wise that  I  listened  to  the  large  language  which 
we  Bometimes  hear  and  read  from  those  wboni 


our  English  cularaniatorB  cnntinnally  hraiid  as 
brasfaris;  for  when  the  proof  hai  never  faiN  lo 
be  forthconiing  that  the  lanEUage  I  allude  tn  is 
not  mere  vaporine.but  that  There  isa  noblcapirit 
and  invincible  p:itrioii3m  niall  times  proin|>t. to 
back  ii,  it  is  at  least  a  pardonable  iiifirmiiy. 
Franklin  said  that  the  American  naiionil  eymbol 
should  not  be  an  eagle,  bin  n  inrkey;  because 
though  he  awaggers,  he  will  fisht,  loo,«nd  ii 
ready  at  all  times  to  fly  al  anything  in  scarlet. 

Pence!  certainly,  peace,  by  all  menns.  It  ij 
i'lle  to  read  us  homilies  on  ihc  virtues  of  peace. 
Every  one  aekiHiwIedge*  them.  But  when  I  have 
heard  or  read  (as  I  have,  in  conmeciion  wiili  the 
proceedings  of  another  body  on  this  aubjecl)  of 
the  dreadful  horrors  of  war,  ibc  delightful  niirac- 
lions  of  |ieace,  of  political  charity,  iiaiional  love, 
and  other  sUch  truisms,  it  reminded  me  of  tlie 
well-known  sentence  that  all  nun  arc  bora  free 
and  equal,  of  the  iiieslimablo  virtues  of  free  trade, 
and  various  oilier  abstractions — all  good  in'tht 
concrete,  but,  when  we  come  to  concoct  llisni, 
not  aft  uiiquestiiviably  cfEcacious. 

Within  n  slinrt  time  past,  tlie  captain  of  a  Crii- 
ish  ship-nf-war— one  Lord  George  Paulcl — liad 
seized  upon  the  principal  sea-porl  of  the  Seiiil- 
wich  Islands,  declaring  that  be  did  so  by  order] 
of  his  Government;  and,  though  it  disavowed  liis 
transgression,  yet  there  certainly  were, alone 
time,  reasona  for  supposing  that  he  must  bare 
been  auihorized  in  making  that  insufierabic  seiz- 
ure. Now,  if  it  bad  been  so,  uo  hive  of  peace 
should  restrain  me  one  instant  from  seizing  on 
the  whole  disputed  territory  of  Oregon,  iiunnfcrii, 
as  an  act  of  avowed  reiahation;  and  I  would  have 
declared  to  the  British  Governmeiil  that,  uani 
they  released  their  hold  upon  ihc  half-way  hoiuc 
at  which  our  commerce  refreshed  iiscif  between 
America  and  Asia,  1  never  would  let  go  the  ter- 
ritory of  Oregon,  be  the  consequences  what  lb«y 
mi^lit. 

Again:  I  speak  here  as  an  individual,  not  by 
any  auihnriiy.— not  as  a  member  of  tlie  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Aflairs — with  no  pretcnsiona  i» 
better  knowledge  of  the  real  state  of  afTairs  than 
ia  common  tn  those  who  read  tbe  newspapers  and 
gather  Ihc  current  intelligence  of  the  day.  Ac- 
cording lo  Ibis  intelligence,  I  have,  untlentood 
thai,  upon  the  downfall  of  Espartero  in  Spaia, 
and  Ilia  flight  to  England,  there  was  so  much 
apprehension  in  Cuba  that  the  authority  of  that 
island  might  not  be  peaceably  transferred  from 
ihe  agents  of  Espartero'a  nppainlment  tn  those 
deputed  to  supersede  them,  the  Spanish  Oflvem- 
ment  requested  assistance  from  ours,  in  case  of 
need.  I  do  not  pretend  lo  state  this  asa  fact.  1 
do  not  know  whether  it  was  so;  but  putting  its* 
a  supposed  case,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  sayia; 
that  no  love  of  peace  or  dread  of  war,  ahould 
have  deterred  me  for  an  instant,  if  it  depended oa 
me  to  prevent  British  interference  wiih  thechang* 
of  government  in  Cuba  at  all  hazards. 

With  respect  to  the  much  apprehended  annex- 
ation of  Texas,  I  think  proper  to  add,  in  this 
connection,  that  there,  again,  I  would  give  Great 
Britain  lo  understand  that  that  is  exclusively  an 
American  question,  and  a  question  upon  oorown 
continent,  and  concerning  our  own  coniinent, 
with  which  England  has  nothing  to  do,  and  with 
which  we  would  not  suflTer  her  to  have  anythiag 
to  do.  With  Mexico,  I  would  be  forbearing  to 
Ihe  last  extremity;  but  with  England,  prompt, to 
let  her  Jcnow  that  her  interference  would  not  be 
submitted  to. 

There  had  been  laid  upon  Ibcir  table,  within  a 
few  days  post,  a  very  curious  evidence  of  the  lia- 
bility of  this  country  lobe  involved  in  a  war  with 
England.  It  appeared  that  the  Colonization  So- 
ciety, which  it  woa  well  known  had,  for  some 
years  past,  been  endeavoring  to  establish  colo- 
nies of  emancipated  blacks  on  the  coast  of  Africa, 
at  a  place  called  Liberia,  had  found  it  necessary 
to  call  upon  the  Executive  of  this  country  for  in 
interference;  and  a  corrcspondeiM^  had  takea 
place  between  the  late  Secretary  of  Stale  and  the 
Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs  of  the  British  Gov- 
ernment, upon  quesiions  arising  from  tbe  circuai- 
stance  that  the  English  were  preventing,  by  force, 
the  extension  of  the  settlements  made  Bjr  the  Col- 
onization Society,  because,  as  tbey  all(^red,iijn* 
terfered  with  their  trade. 

These  settlements,  however,  were  individual 
concerns,  and  the  Government  had  nothing  to  do 
with  them.    He  mentiooed  this  merely  as  oo  io- 
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stance  to  show  how  easy  it  woald  be  to  produce 
a  conflict  between  this  countrjr  and  Qreat  Britain. 
He  would  never  be  in  favor  of  a  war  of  aggres- 
sion, nor  of  a  peace  of  submission.  Everybody 
waa  aware  of  (he  fact,  that  we  were  surrounded 
on  all  sides  by  British  power. 

We  had  beard  a  great  deal  of  the  tap  of  the 
British  drum  beating  round  the  whole  globe,  from 
poat  to  post;  and  it  is  true  enough  that  from  the 
Bahamas  to  Oregon  and  Canada,  and  so  round 
to  Nova  Scotia,  we  are  environed  by  British 
power.  A  conflict  with  that  power,  it  would  be 
folly  either  to  court  or  provoke;  bat  equal  weak- 
ness, as  I  conceive,  to  deprecate  or  shrink  from. 
That  will  never  be  found  the  way  to  peace.  No 
man  admires  or  respects  the  English  nation  more 
than  I  do.  No  one  has  more  reason  to  venerate 
them,  for  I  believe  every  drop  of  my  blood  is 
English;  and,  as  I  have  been  very  often  re- 
proached ,  some  of  it  comes  from  a  Tory  ancestor. 
All  that  t  would  ask,  in  the  relations  of  this  coun- 
try with  Qreat  Britain  is,  that  we  should  tieat  her 
as  we  do  other  foreign  nations. 

And  now,  in  conclusion,  I  mean,  Mr.Speaker, 
to  make — what  I  rarely  indulge  in — a  party  ap- 
peal. We  are  on  the  eve  of  a  presidential  elec- 
tion; the  whole  country  is  divided  into  parties  on 
that  absorbing  topic.  Disclaiming,  as  I  dg,  the 
inquiry  I  am  about  to  make  with  any  vie\«Kwhat- 
ever  to  the  presidential  question,  or  as  a  mere 
party  question,  I  am  nevertheless  anxious  to 
know  whether  we  are  to  present  to  the  foreigner 
an  undivided  fronton  the  Oregon  controversy? 
Certain  indications  in  another  partof  this  Capitol 
have  given  cause  to  apprehena  that  the  support- 
ers of  an  illustrious  citizen  of  the  West  for  the 
next  Presidency  are  not  disposed  to  act  immedi- 
ately, or,  as  I  conceiv&and  1  believe  the  Execu- 
tive Govemmeniis  of  opinion  we  should  act,  with 
immediate  and  earnest  determination  to  close  this 
long  continued  controversy.  I  therefore  take  the 
liberty  of  calling  upon  the  friends  of  Mr.  Clay 
on  this  floor  to  let  the  country  know  what  is  to 
be  expected  from  them  respecting  Oregon  i  Mr. 
Adams  and  Mr.  Clay  got  us  into  the  diRiculty  of 
the  joint  occupation  by  treaty,  and  I  desire  ts 
know  what  they  are  disposed  to  do  to  help  us 
out  of  it^  I  by  no  means  mention  this  as  matter 
of  reproach.     It  might  have  happened  to  any 

Administration;  but  it  is  a  fact,  and  as  such 

[Here  the  Chairman's  hammer  fell,  announcing 
tluit  Mr.  I.'s  hour  had  expired.] 

Mr.  WINTHROP  said  he  had  no  idea  of 
making  anything  like  an  elaborate  or  labored  re- 
ply to  the  speech  of  the  honorable  gentleman  who 
nad  just  taken  hisseat.  He  was  greatly  in  hopes 
that  some  other  member  of  the  House,  and  he 
would  say  of  the  Massachusetts  delegation ,  would 
have  taken  the  floor. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  said  if  the  gentleman  would 
^ve  way,  he  would  move  that  the  committee 


Mr.  WINTHROPsaid  he  was  afraid  he  should 
not  get  another  opportunity;  he  must  be  par- 
doned, therefore,  for  declining  to  give  way,  as  he 


I  desirous  of  saying  a  few  words  on  this  in- 
teresting question.  He  did  not  regard  it  as  a 
mere  western  question.  If  there  was  any  claim 
to  that  country  on  the  ground  of  discovery,  they 
of  the  East  were  entitled  to  the  credit  of  bein' 
the  discoverers.  It  was  by  eastern  energy  and 
eaatern  enterprise  that  it  was  opened  to  the  Amer- 
ican people.  The  gentleman  liad  indulged  in  no 
very  protracted  discussion  of  the  British  treaty, 
bat  lie  had  made  a  remark  utterly  unnecessary 
and  unfounded.  It  was,  that  one  of  the  British 
prime  ministers  had  declared  that  his  Govern- 
ment bad  obtained,a  large  portion  of  the  Ameri- 
can territory  with  a  perfect  knowledge,  from  doc- 
oments  ih  theirown  possession,  that  they  had  no 
claim  to  it.  Now,  he  denied  th&fart.  He  denied 
that  any  such  inference  could  be  drawn  from  the 
remarks  of  Lord  Brougham  to  which  the  gentle- 
man referred. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  said  the  remark  that 
the  British  Government  had  obtained  a  portion 
of  Maine,  to  Which  they  had  no  rightful  claim, 
■yroM  made  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  not  by 
JLiOrd  Brougham  in  the  House  of  Lords;  but  Lord 
Brougham  did  say  that- they  (the  British  Govern- 
ment) had  not  a  leg  to  stand  upon. 

Mr.  WINTHROP  said  he  had  not  Lord 
Brougham's  speech  at  hand  to  refer  to,  but  he 

>ul^  undertake  to  say  that  the  remarks  of  that 


statesman,  taken  altogether,  would  not  bear  the 
inference  the  gentleman  had  drawn.'  As  he  un- 
derstood the  remarks  alluded  to,  they  were  made 
in  reply  to  a  reproach  that  had  been  cast  upon 
Mr.  Websterand  our  Government,  of  being  guilty 
of  bad  faith ,  or  a  supprtario  vtri.  It  was  to  prove 
the  unfnundedness  of  such  a  charge  as  that  to 
which  the  honorable  gentleman  had  alluded,  that 
the  remark  was  made.  Lord  Brougham  defended 
Mr.  Webster  from  the  charge  of  baring  acted  in 
bad  faith  with  the  British  Government;  and  his  de- 
fense was  to  this  effect:  In  a  matter  of  diplomacy 
no  negotiator,  when  making  a  treaty  in  regard  to  a 
disputed  territory,  was  bound  to  take  in  his  hand 
all  the  maps  which  make  against  the  claim  of  his 
own  country.  He  denied  that,  if  Mr.  Webster 
had  known  that  the  map  referred  to  was  (he  ori- 
ginal map  of  Dr.  Franklin,  with  the  doctor's  red 
lines  upon  it,  it  was  any  conclusive  evidence  of 
the  British  title,  and  he  denied  that  it  was  the 
duty  of  Mr.  Webster  to  bring  it  out.  In  further 
answer  to  the  charge  against  Mr.  Webster,  he 
stated  that  there  was  a  map  in  the  possession  of 
the  British  Government,  which  bad  been  removed 
from  the  British  Museum  to  the  Foreign  oflice, 
on  which,  in  the  handwriting  of  George  III.,  was 
marked  out,  as  the  true  boundary,  the  lines 
claimed  by  the  American  Government.  But  there 
was  as  good  reason  to  believe  (hat  the  first  men- 
tioned map  was  the  map  of  Dr.  Franklin,  as  that 
the  one  with  the  marks  in  the  handwriting  of 
.George  III.  was  Mr.  Oswald's  map.  But  the 
honorable  gentleman  told  the  House  that  the  dis- 
memberment of  Maine  by  this  treaty  was  made 
against  the  unanimous  dissent  of  the  people  of 
Maine.  He  should  like  to  know  where  was  the 
unanimous  dissent  of  Maine  against  this  treaty. 
The  commissioners  of  Maine  were  on  the  spot. 
They  prepared  a  labored  argument  against  the 
treaty;  but  what  did  they  do  afterwards?  Why, 
they  gave  their  assent  to  it.  How,  then,  was 
any  dissent  expressed  to  this  treaty  till  after  it 
was  made  ? 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL,  on  leave,  explained. 
He  had  said  nothing  in  regard  to  the  manner  in 
which  the  treaty  was  made;  but  the  gentleman 
provoked  him  to  say  that,  while  the  negotiations 
were  going  on,  he  was,  from  day  to  day,  informed 
in  his  place,  by  a  gentleman,  then  a  member  of 
this  House  from  Maine,  that  all  this  brought 
about  by  tricks  practiced  on  the  Maine  eommi«- 
sioners  as  disgraceful  as 

Mr.  WINTHROP.  I  mean  no  disrespect  to  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania;  but  he  believed 
that  Mr.  Webster  was  as  incapable  of  practicing 
tricks  as  himself. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL.  I  do-not  think  so. 

Mr.  WINTHROP  continued:  The  gentleman 
talked  about  private  conversations.  Why  did  not 
the  gentleman  who  gave  him  this  information 
make  it  public?  An  attempt  had  been  made  in 
Maine  and  in  Massachusetts,  since  the  treaty 
was  made,  to  get  up  an  opposition  to  it;  but  it 
had  sisnolly  failed.  He  undertook  to  say  that 
when  the  treaty  was  made,  the  people  of  Massa- 
chusetts and  Maine  were  unanimously  in  favor 
of  it. 

Mr.  W.  deprecated  the  passage  of  a  resolution 
like  the  one  under  consideration,  at  a  time  when 
a  special  minister  had  just  arrived  from  England 
to  settle  the  question  of  the  title  to  the  territory 
in  dispute.  What  a  moment  was  this,  he  asked, 
for  giving  the  twelve  months'  notice  that  the  joint 
occupancy  must  cease !  The  negotiations  would 
have  probably  been  entered  on  before  this,  had  it 
not  been  for  the  lamentable  accident  which  de- 
prived the  President  of  two  members  of  his  cab- 
inet. What  motive  could  there  be  for  this  pre- 
cipitancy, after  this  joint  occupancy  had  been  in 
existence  for  thirty  years?  Mr.  Calhoun  had 
already  expressed  his  opinions;  and  at  the  last 
session  he  said  that  time  was  all  we  wanted;  that 
upon  this  question,  all  the  country  needed  to  se- 
cure possession  of  the  territory  was,  quoting  the 
language  of  Edmund  Burke,  a  "  wise  and  mas- 
terly inactivity. "  The  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania spoke  with  a  gootl  deal  of  emphasis  of  the 
tone  of  hostility  maniferted  by  the  British  press 
against  this  country;  and  particularly  deprecated 
the  feeling  displayed  towards  the  State  he  repre- 
sented . 

Mr.  C.J.  INGERSOLL.  I  do  not  deprecate  it. 

Mr.  WINTHROP.  Well,  I  do.  I  regret  that 
any  such  a  temper  should  be  manifested  on  either 


side.  The  gentleman  thought  ^hat  this  might 
I  counteract  what  he  was  pleased  to  term  an  idola- 
trous disposition  in  some  portion  of  the  people  of 
(his  country  as  regarded  Great  Britain.  Now,  in 
his  opinion,  if  there  was  anything  in  this  country 
worthy  of  being  rebuked,  it  was  the  disposition 
to  sow  the  seeds  of  perpetual  war  with  Great  Brit- 
ain; to  indulge  in  reproaches  against  her,  and  to 
seek  for  an  opportunity  of  fanning  the  flames  of 
discord  between  that  country  and  this.  The  hon- 
orable gentleman  concluded  his  remarks  with  an 
appeal  to  party  feelings;and  he  was  almost  tempted 
to  charge  upon  him  a  design  to  promote  the  in- 
tcresis  of  his  party  by  exciting  hostile  feelings 
towards  England.  It  was  in  vain  to  deny  that 
there  was  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  majority 
in  the  House  to  taunt  the  minority  with  subser- 
viency to  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  W.  here  recounted  an  anecdote  of  a  painter, 
who  could  paint  a  red  lion  very  well,  ana  «ould 
paint  nothing  else;  consequently,  he  took  every 
opportunity  of  working  in  his  favorite  study. 
The  Democratic  party  (he  said)  was  like  this 
painter;  they  must  bring  out  the  red  lion  on  all 
occasions.  On  the  Maine  boundary  question;  on 
the  Oregon  question;  the  Texas  question;  and, 
indeed,  OD  almost  every  other  question,  they  must 
have  a  red  lion  to  alarm  and  terrify  the  country. 
This  was  not  a  party  question;  it  was  one  of 
boundary  only. 

Seme  conversational  explanations  were  here 
made  by  Mr.  WINTHROPand  McCONNELL, 
and  the  SPEAKER  announced  the  expiration  of 
the  gentleman's  hour. 

Mr.  ELMERsaidherosenot  to  make  a  speech , 
but  merely  to  give  very  briefly  the  reasons  which 
would  influence  the  vote  he  should  hereafter  be 
called  on  to  give  on  this  subject.  Agreeing  in 
opinion  with  the  majority  of  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Affairs,  that  it  is  inexpedient  at  (his  time 
for  this  House  to  interfere  in  this  matter,  and 
disagreeing  with  his  honorable  friend  from  Penn- 
sylvania, (Mr.  C.  J.  Ikoeksoll,]  the  chdirman 
of  that  committee,  he  was  desirous,  for  personal 
reasons,  to  state  the  grounds  of  his  opinion. 

Reference  had  been  made,  in  this  debate,  and 
on  other  occasions,  in  this  House,  to  the  treaty 
of  Washington,  which  settled  our  dispute  with 
Great  Britain  respecting  our  northeastern  bound- 
ary; and  a  disposition  has  been  shown  by  seve- 
ral gentlemen  to  find  fault  with  that  treaty.  That 
treaty,  in  his  opinion,  was  a  good  treaty,  and 
such,  he  believed,  was  the  opinion  of  his  con- 
stituents of  all  parties.  The  Administration 
which  negotiated  that  treaty  had  aeqtrired  and 
deserved  the  confidence  of  the  country  by  nego- 
tiating it.  The  same  Administration  was  about 
to  engage  in  a  negotiation  respecting  the  territory 
of  Oregon;  and  a  distinguished  gentleman.  Who 
deserved  and  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  (he  peo- 
ple, had  been  selected  to  conduct  the  negotiation 
on  our  part.  It  was  undoubtedly  proper  for  this 
House,  representing  the  feelings  and  opinions  of 
the  people,  whenever  any  emergency  might  re- 
quire it,  (0  ex[u-ess  i(s  opinion  upon  such  ques- 
tions; but  there  ought  to  be  some  very  pressing 
reason  for  it.  The  Executive  was  pernsctly  com- 
petent—indeed it  belonged  to  that  branch  of  the 
Governmonl — to  give  the  notice  referred  to.  If 
they  had  confidence  in  the  Executive,  why  should 
they  interfere  ?  That  confident^  there  did  not 
seem  any  good  reason  to  withhold;  and  unless 
they  ought  to  withhold  it  in  this  matter,  there 
was  no  good  reason  why  they  should  interfere 
now,  on  the  very  eve  of  a  negotiation  which  may 
probably  settle  the  whole  difficulty. 

Mr.  MORSE  said  he  rose  merely  to  notice  a 
remark  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia, [Mr.  C.  J.  Inocrsoll,]  which  he  was  satis- 
fied would  be  entirely  new  to  the  people  of  the 
State  of  Maine — he  alluded  to  the  statement  that 
her  commissioners  were  overreached  in  the  set- 
tlement of  the  boundary  question.  The  gentle- 
mon  from  Pennsylvania  said  the  commissioners 
were  driven  into  it  by  trickery;  but  he  would  tell 
the  House  that  the  people  of  Maine  knew  what 
they  were  about  when  tney  elected  their  commis- 
sioners. They  elected  men  of  high  standing — 
men  who  were  known  throughout  the  State  for 
their  intellectual  attainments,  and  their  moral 
character;  and  yet  such  were  the  men,  who,  (hav- 
ing come  here,  and  given  a  united  assent  to  the 
treaty,)  they  were  told  at  this  late  day,  had  been 
pressed  into  it  by  mere  trickery. 
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Mr.  C.  J.  IN6ERSOLL  laid  he  had  used  no 
such  language,  or  he  was  grossly  mistaken.  He 
neither  said  "trickery"  nor  "trick,"  nor  any- 
thing like  it;  but  in  answer  to  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  he  spoke  of  the  statement  of  the 
gentlemen  that  he  brought  in^^ 

Mr.  MORSE  said  he  bad  not  misunderstood 
the  gentleman. 

Nlr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL.  And  that  tricks  were 

Sracticed,  as  he  said,  in  the  Senate  of  the  United 
tates.  He  repeated,  that  he  was  told  everyday, 
as  things  went  on,  by  a  gentleman  then  repre- 
senting a  district  of  the  State  of  Maine,  how 
things  went  on  before  the  negotiation  got  into  the 
Senate.  He  was  told  that  there  were  means 
brought  in  to  influence  the  eommisxioners  from 
Maine.  However,  as  a  challenge  had  been  thrown 
out,  he  would  now,  if  he  had  not  said  so  before, 
aav  that  there  was  a  desperate  and  a  dirty  trick 
— he  would  repeat,  that  lie  was  told  there  was  a 
desperate  and  a  dirty  trick  practiced  on  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Maine:  and  that  it  would  be  exposed. 

Mr.  MORSE  did  not  now  understand  that  the 
explanation  altered  the  state  of  the  facts  as  he  had 
before  unilerstood  them.  He  then  went  on  to  state 
who  were  the  commissioners,  and  the  high  char- 
acters they  bore;  and  then  proceeded  to  another 
statement,  as  be  understood  it,  of  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania.  He  said  they  were  told  that 
this  treaty  had  received  the  dissent  of  all  parties 
in  Maine.  That  was  new  to  him.  He  happened 
to  be  a  member  of  the  State  Legislature  at  the 
time,  and  had  some  little  influence  in  electing 
those  commissioners;  and  he  look  care  to  ascer- 
tain what  were  the  feelinica  of  the  people. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INQERSOLL  said  he  had  never 
made  such  a  remark. 

The  CHAIRMAN  inquired  if  the  gentleman 
from  Maine  gave  way  ? 
Mr.  MORSE  said  if  he  had  misrepresented  the 

?;entleman  from  Pennsylvania,  he  would  give  way 
or  a  correction. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  said  the  gentleman 
from  Maine  bad  egregiously  misrepresented  him 
altogether. 

Mr.  MORSE  said  he  did  not  give  way  for  a 
personal  altercation. 

Mr'.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  explained,  that  he 
said  there  was  opposition  to  the  treaty  in  Maine, 
and  a  contest  who  should  go  ahead  in  opposition 
to  the  treaty;  not  that  there  was  opposition  after 
the  treaty  was  made. 

Mr.  MORSE  then  went  on  to  notice  Mr.  In- 
QCStoLL*!  remarks  on  the  war  spirit  of  the  coan- 
try,  and  remarked  that  it  could  not  be  possible 
that  there  was  nothing  worthy  the  energies  of 
this  people  but  a  spirit  of  war.  He  called  the 
attention  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania to  the  commerce  of  the  country,  the 
internal  improvements  of  the  country,  and  other 
things  which  he  deemed  more  worthy  of  the  atten- 
tion of  the  people  of  this  country  than  the  war 
spirit  of  which  the  gentleman  had  spoken.  As 
to  the  Oregon  territory,  if  it  were  ours — and  of 
that  he  had  no  doubt — we  shall  have  it;  but  he 
could  not  give  his  assent  to  the  war  spirit  which 
it  was  nttempted  to  excite. 

Mr.SCHENCKdidnutfeel  disposed  to  occupy 
the  attention  of  the  House  with  any  argument  at 
large  on  the  subject  which  then  engaged  the  at- 
tention of  the  House.  He  had  not  the  desire  to 
dn  so;  nor  hod  he  so  considered  it  as  to  entitle 
him  long  to  occupy  the  attention  of  the  House. 
But  this  had  been  spoken  of  as  peculiarly  n  west- 
ern question ;  and  as  no  other  gentleman  had  risen 
to  speak  to  that  point,-hc  had  felt  bound  to  make 
one  or  two  observations.  He  deemed  the  Oregon, 
then,  as  much  an  eastern  as  a  western  question. 
Both  Philadelphia  and  Boston  had  better  occess 
to  it  than  Ohio. 

They  Imd  been  informed  that  the  committee  to 
whom  this  subject  had  been  referred,  had  reported 
that  it  was  inexpedical  at  this  tiinc  to  interfere 
with  this  matter — not  that  the  title  of  this  coun- 
try to  Oregon  wns  given  up,  for  that  was  believed 
to  be  wcU  established.  He  believed  this  country 
hod  a  clear  and  ceruin  right  to  that  territory  of 
Oregon,  but  he  did  not  consider  that  a  conclusion 
of  that  kind  involved  the  necessity  at  this  time  to 
take  a  step  which  would  be  discourteous  in  itself 
to  a  foreign  nation,  and  which  might  lead  to  a 
conflict  with  any  foreign  nation. 

He  believed  that  wc  had  the  right;  but,  at  the 
same  time,  it  was  an  acknowledged  fact,  that,  for 


a  period  of  thirty  years,  we  had  acquiesced  in  a 
joint  occupancy;  and  he  thought  it  would  be  well 
^-especially  as  a  minister  was  here  empowered 
to  treat,  and  a  gentleman  had  recently  been  ap- 
pointed to  fill  the  place  of  Secretary  in  whom  all 
parties  had  confidence,  upon  this  question  at  least 
— to  leave  the  matter  to  tneir  negotiation  for  the 
preseht.  He  would  put  off  the  evil  day  as  long 
as  possible;  and,  if  come  it  must,  he  would  ven- 
ture to  say  that  they  wers  not  the  purest  patriots 
who  made  the  most  clamor. 

Mr.  KENNEDY,  of  Indiana,  said ,  being  from 
the  West  himself,  he  thought  that  he  was  safii- 
ciently  acquainted  with  the  sentiments  of  the 
western  (leople  to  venture  to  declare  what  those 
sentiments  were.  The  West,  he  believed,  was 
prepared  to  maintain  her  right.  They  were  led 
to  believe  that  the  territory  which  had  been  sur- 
rendered up  by  the  treaty  of  Washington,  was 
the  pro|)erty  of  the  United  Slates;  and  they  would 
never  consent  that  a  similar  surrender  should  be 
made  in  reference  to  this  western  territory.  If 
Maine  choose  to  allow  herself  to  be  dismembered, 
it  was  her  own  aflfair;  but  if  an  attempt  were 
made  to  divest  the  United  States  of  this  western 
region,  they  would  never  consent  to  be  so  ilis- 
membered.  He  did  not  regard  it  as  exclusively 
a  western  question,  but  as  a  national  otie.  He 
believed  that  the  territory  was  of  right  ours;  luid, 
if  so,  why  should  not  Congress  so  declare,  and 
give  notice  to  Great  Britain  to  quit  the  posses- 
sion .'  If  they  were  desirous  of  negotiating,  let 
them  do  so;  but  let  it  be  with  the  understanding 
thai  not  an  acre  of  ground  was  to  be  given  up. 

Mr.  WHITE  had  no.  intention,  at  this  lata 
hour,  to  make  a  speech  on  the  subject,  and  would 
not  have  said  a  word  had  it  not  been  for  one  or 
two  sentences  in  the  remarks  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  C.J.  Imokr- 
lOLL.I  The  debate  had  sprung  up  very  unex- 
pectedly to  him.  '  No  member  could  have  sup- 
posed that  on  Monday  (petition  day)  the  rules 
would  have  t>een  suspended,  and  a  debate  of  this 
nature  have  come  up.  Of  this  Ite  did  not  com- 
plain, as  a  majority  of  the  Houso  had  a  rigRt  to 
change  the  order  of  business;  but  be  menuoned 
it  to  show  that  he  was  totally  unprepared.  He 
did  not  intend,  in  the  few  remarks  he  was  about 
to  make,  to  follow  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania in  the  wide  range  he  had  taken.  He  would 
my  follow  him  in  his  remarks  in  relation  to  the 
treaty  of  Washington,  and  to  Lord  Ashburton, 
nor  what  he  said  in  relation  to  the  title  of  the 
United  States  to  the  territory  of  Oregon.  His 
object  in  rising  was  mainly  to  respond  to  one  or 
two  sentences  of  the  gentleman's  remarks;  and, 
had  it  not  been  for  them,  he  would  not  have  said 
a  word.  But,  inasmuch  as  the  gentleman  had, 
after  going  through  his  very  interesting  discourse, 
in  very  much  of  which  he  entirely  concurred,  in 
relation  to  the  powers  of  the  Government  and  its 
obligations,  and  in  relation  to  the  title  to  this  ter- 
ritory; and  though  attempts  had  b6en  made,  for 
party  purposes,  to  inculcate  the  idea  that  there 
was  a  party  in  this  country  disposed  to  surrender 
our  claims,  he  repudiateti  it,  and  repeated  that 
there  was  but  one  opinion  in  the  country  on  that 
subject,  and  that  was,  that  our  title  was  beyond 
dispute,  and  should  never  be  surrenderetl.  It 
was  idle  to  talk  obout  our  title  at  this  day.  No 
one  disputed  it;  and  no  one,  so  far  as  he  knew, 
was  willing  to  surrender  an  acre  of  the  territory. 
There  wns,  however,  no  such  question  before 
the  House  or  the  country.  Did  the  gentleman 
believe  that  there  was  a  party  in  this  country  dis- 
posed to  fold  their  arms  while  Great  Britain  took 
possession  of  the  territory  !  Did  he  believe  that 
there  was  such  a  spirit  in  the  House,  or  that  there 
was  A  man  to  be  found  so  craven, and  so  careless 
of  the  rights  of  his  country,  as  to  be  willing  to 
surrender  this  land  to  any  foreign  Power.'  Why, 
then,  all  this  clamor  as  to  who  was  for  Oregon, 
and  who  was  not?  The  question  before  the  House 
was  not  a  question  of  right  or  of  title,  but  it  was 
the  naked  question  whether  the  Government 
should, at  tills  time.annul  the  article  in  the  treaty 
of  1818,  that  provides  for  the  joint  occupancy  of 
the  territory.    That  was  the  only  question. 

There  was  another  remark  he  regretted  as  com- 
ing from  the  gentleman;  and  that  was,  that  Mr. 
AJnms  find  Mr.  Clay  got  this  country  into  the 
dilficully  it  Wns  in,  in  consequence  of  this  joint 
occupancy.  He  asked  when  this  principle  of  joint 
occupancy  first  became  the  supreme  law  of  the 


land  ?  It  was  made  in  the  first  term  of  the  ndinin- 
istration  of  Mr.  Monroe,  when  Mr.  Crawford, u 
well  OS  Mr.  Adams,  was  in  the  Cabinet;  and  then 
it  was  stipulated  to  continue  for  ten  years.  It  was 
renewed  in  the  administration  of  Mr.  Adams, 
when  Mr.  Clay  Was  Secretary  of  State;  but  with 
a  sagiwious  foresight  they  did  not  agree  that  it 
should  continue,  as  before,  for  ten  years;  but  pro- 
vided that  it  should  cease  upon  a  year's  notice  by 
either  piirty.  Now,  he  would  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  and  the  gentleman  from  Indi- 
ana, where  was  their  favorite  candidate  for  the 
Presidency,  Mr.  Van  Buren,wheii  this  treaty  was 
made  t  Why,  he  was  in  the  Senate  of  the  United 
Slates,  and  consented  to  the  ratification.  Hedid 
not  mean  to  censure  Mr.  Van  Buren  for  this;  for 
he  believed  thai  he  acted  on  tliat  occnsionast 
statesman  should  have  done.  Mr.  Van  Burrn 
knew  that  it  was  not  n  lime  to  go  to  war  widi 
England,  though  he  thought  and  knew  that  Ore- 
gon was  our  territory.  He  thnught  and  knrw 
thai,  wliile  our  population  wouU  be  continually 
pouring  into  it,  that  of  Great  Britain  would  remain 
stationary,  and  thus,  in  lime,  we  should  bare  t 
sure  and  peaceable  possession  of  it. 

As  a  sagacious  nod  prudent  statesman,  Mr.  Van 
Buren  was  willing  lo  sanction  th»  treaty,  and 
waive/br  a  time  our  posaessinn,  though  he  would 
not  yieU  any  portion  of  our  title.  Air.  W.  then 
went  on  to  notice  the  various  negotiations  that 
had  taken  place  since,  in  relation  lo  the  territory, 
and  asked  why  it  was  that  Mr.  Van  Buren,  while 
Minister  lo  England  and  Secretary  of  State,  and 
lastly  President,  had  not  insisted  upon  our  luiv- 
ing  immediate  possession?  He  asked  why  this 
claim  to  immediate  p'ossrssion  had  not  been  in- 
sisted on  in  General  Jackson's  time?  Hedid  not 
believe  that  Mr.  Van  Burea  would  be  disposed  to 
surrender  an  inch  of  the  territory;  but  he  wished 
to  put  him  on  the  same  platform  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  had  put  Messrs.  Adams 
and  Clay.  After  some  further  remarks,  Mr.  W. 
asked  how  this  negative  resolution  got  before  Uts 
House  ?  Why,  it  got  here  by  the  vole  of  a  mi»- 
iorily  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Afinirs,  six 
Democrats,  and  three  Whigs  who  negatived  it. 

The  committee,  in  giving  this  vote,  did  not  de- 
clare that  our  title  to  the  country  was  question- 
able, or  thai  we  should  surrender  any  portion  of 
it;  but  simply  that,  when  a  negotiation  was  about 
to  commei<ee  on  ths  subject,  it  was  inexpedient  lo 
give  the  notice  to  the  British  Gnvcrnmeni,  that 
the  joint  occupancy  must  cense.  For  one,  he  was 
ready  lo  maintain  the  position  he  held  inthecom- 
mittee;  and  that  was,  though  be  believed  ourtitla 
to  be  beyond  dispute,  and  would  not  surrender 
an  acre  of  the  territory,  yet  he  wns  not  witling, 
on  the  eve  of  important  negotiations,  to  rush  into 
such  a  summary  course  of  proceedings.  He  was 
under  no  apprehensions  that,  at  this  lime,  the 
country  could  be  so  gulled  aiid  so  stupefied  asm 
be  matie  to  believe,  on  the  eve  of  a  prcsideiitiat 
election,  that  there  was  any  parly  in  the  coantry 
disposed  to  surrender  any  portion  .of  this  terri- 
tory, out  of  fear  or  afleelion  for  England. 

tie  spoke  of  the  allusion  to  Mr.  Chiy's  posi- 
tion on  this  subject,  and  said,  judging  from  the 
lifeand  renowned  decdsof  that  distinguished  man, 
he  had  no  hesitation  in  saying  thoi  he  would  be 
where  he  was  in  1812,  in  1830,  in  1833,  and  at 
other  great  and  trying  periods — he  would  be  os 
the  side  of  his  country,  where  he  had  slwava 
been  in  her  days  of  trial  and  of  danger;  and  the 
friends  of  that  great  statesman,  too,  would  be 
found  side  by  side  defending  the  interests  aail 
honor  of  their  country. 

TheCHAIRMAN  here  apprised  the^gentlemaa 
that  his  hour  had  expired. 

The  committee,  on  motion  of  Mr.  WELLER, 
then  rose  and  reported  progress;  and  ih<  llouie 
adjourned.  , 

The  following  petitions  prcMnlcd  to-day  w/m  liaoMia 
the  reporters  by  tile  memlier*  preaeoUnf  liiem : 

Dy  Mr.  DUNLAl' :  The  inemnrial  of  merchants  •^»^ 
nwncn,  and  others,  of  Ponland,  Maine,  pn)  ins  an  "PC"- 
priaiion  to  complete-  the  breakwater  in  Uin  liarlwr  ul  Uul 
place. 

Dy  Mr.  WENTWORTII :  The  petition  of  tin  hondrej 
citizeiia  of  Chicago,  in  favor  ol  a  canal  around  ihe  lal'* « 
8aull  Sle.  Marie  ;  which  was  rclcrrcd  to  Uie  01110111111"  "" 
Uoads  and  CanaU. 

Alan.  II  wniiion  of  one  hundred  cltisens  of  BuffiUoOniw* 
Ogle  couuiy,  in  favor  of  a  rednetioii  i>f  ilic  pre«iii  ""^ 
potagt,  and  an  abolition  of  tke  fnuikin|  pnviicgv;  f*"™ 
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wait  referred  to  the  Ciiiuniilice  »a  ilie  Poitt  Office  aiiU  P1101 

U»;tdd. 

B»  Mr.  McCI-ERNAND :  The  peihlnn  or  numerous  eit- 
iKcii«  At'  BfUvunlrt  comity,  Ilhiioitt,  iirayiiii;  Coni;rcM  In 
nuke  pmvi^ioi)  I'ur  ilin  ileAeieitcy  ot  curtitn  Mliool  iicc- 
lioiiri  in  said  county ;  which  wa<  referred  tu  the  Uoiouiittee 
on  PuhlicTiniids. 

By  Mr.  CALDWELL:  The  peihlon  and  iirnnrofthe 
hHn  of  iMiah  Hndon,  dfceiurd,  asking  coinpuOBntion  for 
the  ^erviceit,  in  ttie  revotulionary  Wiir,  of  the  Euiid  l«aiah 
ILidnn;  wloch  was  referred  to  the  (;omuiittec  on  itevolu- 
tioimrv  CliilioK. 

By  jHr.  GUI  l>F.R :  The  pelilion  of  Mnnin  Moody,  for  a 
peutioD ;  wblcb  wai  telerred  U>  the  Coaiinilteo  on  Invalid 
Peiwtojw. 

By  Mr.  HATS :  T«ro  petition*,  from  Crawford  and  Mu- 
ter counties,  western  Pennsylvania,  for  on  extension  of  the 
naihuia)  rraul  fmin  the  Laurel  hill  to  the  harbor  of  PreiM|ue 
Iile.  on  Luke  Erie  ;  which  were  reflsned  to  the  Oommiuce 
on  t{nad«  and  CanaU. 

By  Mr.  REUIN'G  :  Tho  petition  ofJaoies  M.  Rii  nod 
seven  liunflrHtl  iind  thirty.«ixoilier:i,citJzt'n8  of  Coos  county, 
New  Hamibhire — being  a  innjoriiy  of  ttie  legal  voters  of 
Mid  county — praying  for  a  reduction  in  ihe  mien  of  post- 
al, nil  J  the  abolition  of  tbe  frnu  king  privilege ;  which  was 
referred  to  ilie  Committee  on  the  Pudi  Oifice  and  Post 
■loads. 

Al«o,  the  petition  of  fifly.flve  citiann*  of  Ashbumham, 
Masaachuaetls,  and  Al\i!eii  citfkeiu  01'  New  Ipswich,  New 
llaoiptfliire,  pra>ing  tiir  tlic  o^tabli^hment  of  a  po4t  nnite 
from  Ilie  former  to  the  latter  named  place ;  wliicli  was 
referred  to.ilie  Commiuee  on  the  Pout  Olhce  and  Post 


lly  Mr.  BUITB,  of  Illinois:  The  nienmriat  nf  William 
6.  Wail,  and  lour  hundred  and  siiiy-avttuiliera,  citizens  of 
Bond  county.  Illinois,  asking  Congress  10  make  liberal  and 
adequate  appropriation!!  tiir  the  improvenit-titol'tlie  Missis- 
sippi river  and  its  tribuiaFies.  tlie  liiirbors  on  the  lakes,  and 
for  Ihe  coaipletion  nf  the  Cuinbertantl  or  great  nntionnl 
roail.  The  memorialists  show  the  vast  extent  of  country, 
and  the  roiltioui*  of  (leople  directly  interested  in  tile  im- 
proveineiils  pniyed  for,  iind  tlie  iiiiportaiice  to  the  wJiole 
nation,  if  speedy  and  efficient  action  by  Consress  for  the 
protectioo  of  tlw  interests  of  tho  knig-noglected  and  auffer- 
inc  West ;  which  was  rcierred  to  the  LkNiiiDiuee  of  liie 
Whole  on  the  slate  of  the  Union,  in  which  were  referred 
bills  niakini;  appropriations  for  tlie  above  objects. 

By  Mr.  llAltPEK:  The  petition  of  John  Jameson  and 
sixty  one  others,  citiKens  of  Miiskingnm  and  Guernsey 
coniitivs.  praying,  1.  A  full  and  explicit  cnnles-^ion  of  sin 
against  the  God  of  the  whole  earth,  111  having  disregarded 
hlA  name  and  authority  in  the  Pedenil  Coiuliiution,  and  liy 
securing  anil  (inttcctiug  the  Africun  and  Amirricaii  stave 
trade  by  co«isliiati<innl  guarantees,  anil  slavery  in  the  States 
tUMi Territories.  2.  An  ackuowledgineiitofjesust'lirislas 
Prince  of  Ihe  princes  of  ttie  wiiole  eartll.  3.  An  acknowl. 
edguiciit  of  ttie  law  of  Gi>d  us  ttie  supreme  law  nf  tlie  fainl. 
4.  8ucli  an  alteration  ol  the  Cntisiiimnin  of  the  United 
Htates  as  sliail  secure  and  pmiect  every  porsoa  in  the  en- 
Jiiyiiient  uf  Ihe  inalieuable  rigliu  of  hiV,  liberty,  and  tlio 
pursuit  uf  happiness. 

Abo,  the  petition  of  A.  G.  Hall,  adminlsiralnr,  with  the 
«rill  annexed,  nf  James  Haiit|ison,  deceased,  praying  for 
tile  cumpeiisatinn  due  said  Hainp'on  for  distributing  money 
in  payiui-nt  of  claims  due  by  the  United  Htales,  in  the  con- 
atruction  of  the  Cumberland  road,  eiut  of  Zaiic^viUe ;  which 
wras  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Uy  Mr.  UAVI0,  of  Indiana:  The  ineinnrlals  of  Asa  C. 
Wlialeyand  seventy- two  others;  of  Aimer  Goodwin  and 
eixiy  ntliers;  of  Sands  W.  Hnien  and  one  hundred  and 
uinem-n  ntlieis ;  of  Albert  Law,  William  D.  Liitel,  Jona- 
than Hail,  .Martin  Wines,  Iteuben  Hedwell,  William  Os- 
bom,  Tliomas  Butler.  Josliun  Dobbins,  Alexander  Clnnry, 
TlMMnos  Barker,  M.  M.  tirchard,  Jtdui  Crook,  'I'tioraas  Me- 
Calla,  James  Blair,  H.  F.  Garlock,  rjauiuel  A.  rimiih, 
Andrew  Cusiy,  P.  U.  Dunn,  West  C.  Walker,  John  Good- 
iiighl,  and  John  W.  Ilyneniar,  with  many  ottier  ciiizeiis  to 
e«cb  memorial,  amouoliiig  in  all  10  between  six  and  s^ven 
lanndred  cilixcnsot'  thefixtti  congressional  district  ot'  Indi- 
ana, aJl  prilling  a  gram  01'  land  to  extend  the  Wabasli  and 
£rie  canal  Irom  Terra  Haute  t<i  Cvansville. 

Also,  the  iKMition  of  t.'iiartirs  Scott  and  sixty -one  others, 
eitnens  of  Knox  cnunly.  Indiana,  iiraying  the'saine  object. 
Also,  tile  petition  of  Manila  A.  Uavi*  anil  two  hundred 
and  forty  otlier  ladies  of  Ihivis  cuujiiy,  ludmna,  praying 
the  same  object- 
By  Mr.  DE.AN :  The  petition  of  U.  A.  Peak  and  one 
lintiffred  and  two  oUiefs,  ciiixcns  nf  Medina  county.  Ohio, 
prayiitg  Congress  to  extend  ihe  provisions  of  the  ordinance 
n(  iTc<7,  regulating  the  Nonliwesl  TetriKMy,  over  Ihe  ter-  | 
ritnry  of  Uirgon ;  whi>  h  was  relerred  to  tlie  Voinuiiiteeou 
Xerrleorics. 

Oy  Mr.  ANDERSON  :  The  petition  ofConvcrnenr  Morris 
MtuJ   others,  citizens  of  Westchester  cnuiiiy.  New  York,  j 
nsJttng  a  thorough  and  extensive  survey  of  the  watem  within  I 
llip  liarhor  of  New  Vork,  with  the  view  of  svleeiiug  n  suit- 
able location  for  theeslaldishnienluf  a  navy  yard,  in  which  I 
to  or>listriicl  arsenals,  docks,  sliip-t,  basins  uf  fresh  as  well  I 
n»  ><alt  water,aiid  sulhcientlyextehsive.notonlyfor present 
but    IVir  prospective  purposai  of  the   Navy  of  the  United 
Hlat4^s.    and  that  n   cinnlnittee  of  Congress  be  deputed, 
cloilK'd  with  ample  powers,  to  examine  the  subject  fully 
asiid    extensively  during  the  next  recess,  and  directed  to 
report  to  the  next  session  nf  C<ingress ;  which  was  referred 
u>  ita*^  Coininittec on  Naval  Aftiiirs. 

Oy  Mr.  IIUNGEKFUKD:  The  petition  of  one  hundred 
find  twenty-three  citizens  ot  the  county  of  Jefferson,  New 
Vork,  for  a  reduction  of  posuge,  and  that  tlie  franking 
ptivilege  be  abolished. 

By  Mr.  MUltPIIY  :  The  memorial  of  Doctors  D.  S.  Eil- 
warast,  John  S.  Wily.  John  llaslett,  and  others,  surgeons  ill 
th<?  United  States  Navy,  for  the  passage  of  a  law  which 
will  place  surgeons  and  assistant  siir{;eons  of  llie  Navy  on 
tlie  ftnine  fmitiiig  correlatively,  in  p^iinl  of  military  rank,  as 
aarigeons  and  assistant  surgeons  in  the  Army  of  the  United 
Bcaies :  which  was  relerred  to  the  Committee  on  Nuvik) 
Allitin. 


IN  SENATE. 
TcEnuAT,  JtforcA  19,  18'44. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  ttmport  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  coroinunicntion  from  the  Treaatiry  De- 
partment transmiiling  from  tho  Comptroller  of 
(he  Treasury  statements  renilered  to  tnat  bureau 
of  tlie  official  en>olumenls  and  expenditures  nf 
the  officers  of  the  customs  for  the  year  1843; 
which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hontikoton,  was  re- 
ferred lo'the  Committee  on  Finance. 
PBTITIONS.  ETC. 

Mr.  PORTER  presented  two  memorials  from 
the  State  of  Michigan,  praying  an  appropriation 
by  Congress forihe construction  nfacanal  around 
the  fafls.of  St.  Mary's  river;  which  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  BREESB  submitted  documents  in  relation 
to  the  claim  of  Silas  Chatfield,  a  soldier  in  (he 
last  war  with  Oreat  Britain,  to  a  pension;  which 
were  referred  10  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  STURGEON  presented  two  memofials 
from  citizens  of  Phiiailelphia,  praying  an  appro- 
priation to  repair  and  reconstruct  the  piers  at  Port 
Penn,  in  the  Delaware  river.  Mr.  S.  made  some 
remarks  showing  how  highly  inipof  tant  it  was  to 
(he  commerce  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  that 
those  piers  should  be  repaired ;  and  the  loss  which 
had  been  sustained  in  consequence  of  their  di- 
lapidated condition.  They  were  ceded  to  the 
United  Slates  on  the  express  condition  that  the 
Federal  Government  would  keep  them  iii  repair. 
He  expressed  the  hope  that  the  committee  would 
lake  the  subject  into  their  early  and  earnest  con- 
sideration, and  report  in  favor  of  the  prayer  of  the 
petitioners;  they  were  referred  lo  the  Committee 
on  Commerce. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  presented  a  memorial, 
numeroualy'si^ned  by  inhabitants  of  the  State  of 
Michigan;  one  from  citizens  of  the  Stale  of  Ohio, 
and  one  from  citizens  of  the  Ter»<tory  of  Wis- 
coitsin,  praying  for  the  construction  of  a  canal 
around  ihe  falls  uf  St.  Mary's  river;  they  were 
referred  In  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Ml-.  BUCHANAN  presented  a  memorial, 
signed  by  James  P.  Espy,  representing  that  he 
had  invented,  and  taken  out  a  patent  for  ihe  in- 
vention, of  what  he  calls  a  conical  ventilator. 
Prom  the  statements  produced,  it  seemed  that  the 
inTentorhsdsuccc(^ded,by  great  industry,  in  furn- 
ishing pure  air  in  the  holds  of  vessels,  and  th)is 
contributed  to  the  health  of  the  seamen,  and  the 
prevention  of  dry-rot  in  the  vessels;  it  wa*  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Aflairs. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  presented  a  petition  from 
citizens  of  Norwich,  Connecticut,  praying  that  a 
pension  may  be  granted  Nancy  Parker,  the  daugh- 
ter of  a  deceased  revolutionary  officer,  whose  peti- 
tion he  presented  yesterday;  which  woa  referred 
lo  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.JARNAGlN,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, made  adverse  reporU  in  (he  case  of  the 
wi;dow  of  Robert  Fossett,  and  on  the  petition  of 
Stephen  Snow,  for  a  pension;  Which  were  ordered 
lo  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  ATHERTON,  from  the  same  committee, 
(0  which  had  been  referred  the  bill  from  the  House 
for  the  relief  of  John  McGuire, reported  the  same 
back  willi  a  recommendation  by  the  committee 
that  it  be  indefinitely  postponed.  The  report  ac- 
companying was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  MILLER,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia,  to  which  was  referred  the 
memorial  of  William  A.  Bradley  and  others,  cit- 
izens of  Washington,  upon  the  subject,  reported 
a  bill  to  incorporate  the  Washington  Gas-Light 
Company;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  from  the  ComroiUeeon 
Commerce,  reported  back,  with  an  amendment, 
the  bill  to  increase  the  pay  of  certain  officers  of 
the  revenue  cutlers  wbilsl  employed  in  the  Navy 
of  the  United  Slates. 

Mr.  BARROW,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  had  been  referred  a  bill  from  the  House 
for  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi and  its  tributaries,  reported  ihe  same  back 
with  a  substitute  for  the  whole  bill. 

Mr.  WHITE,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  reported  back,without  amend  ment,Hpu8e 
bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Mullen,  George  W. 
Allen,  and  Reuben  Allen. 


IMPROVEMENTS  IN  FLORIDA. 

Mr.  KINO  remarked  that,  at  his  instance,  tha 
Senate,  on  (he  Uth  of  January,  passed  a  resolu- 
tion calling  upon  (he  Secretary  of  War  (o  com- 
municate to  the  Senate  all  the  information  in  that 
Department  relative  to  fortifying  the  keys  and 
islands  around  Cape  Florida,  and  the  construc- 
tion of  a  railroad  across  the  peninsula  of  Florida, 
so  as  to  have  a  direct  communication  between  the 
waters  of  the  river  Manlanzas,  tlie  Mosquito 
lagoon,  and  Indian  river,  at  the  Haulover,  in  Bast 
Florida.  The  Secretary  had  madea  report,  wliich 
had  been  printed  by  tlie  order  of  the  Senate,  to- 
gether with  some  maps  showing  the  face  of  that 
country.  His  object  in  rising  was  to  call  the  at- 
tention -of  the  Senate  to  the  report.  The  princi- 
pal part  of  the  information  it  contained  was  from 
that  gallant  officer.  Colonel  Worth,  which  he 
obtained  whilst  in  command  in  Florida.  The 
particular  part  to  which  he  desired  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  Senate  was  that  which  showed  the 
necessity  of  fortifications  for  the  protection  of 
the  keya;  which,  in  case  we  should  be  unfortu- 
nately involved  in  war,  might  be  possessed  by 
some  considerable  maritime  Power,  and  prove  a 
means  of  great  annoyance  to  the  commerce  pass- 
ing through  the  Gulf.  There  was  also  in  this 
report  a  statement,  made  by  a  lieutenant  of  the 
topographical  bureau,  containing  valuable  inform- 
adon  as  to  the  advantages  of  the  location  of 
Key  West  as  a  military  station  and  a  harbor  of 
rendezvous,  with  a  depot  of  stores,  and  the  im- 
portance of  fortifying  it.  His  object  in  rising  was 
simply  to  have  the  report  and  documents  relerred 
to  (he  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  with  the 
hope  of  drawing  their  attention  to  it  at  an  early 
period,  BO  as  to  have  something  done  this  session. 
The  works  eonteiuplatid  were  such  as  would 
subserve  the  interests  of  the  whole  country;  anl 
there  wntild  be  none,  after  reading  the  informa- 
tion from  the  Deparimenl,  or  who  were  actiuainted 
with  that  country,  but  would  be  convinced  of  that 
fact.  The  appropriation  required  for  constructing 
ihe  road  or  canal  to  connect  the  waters  alluded 
to,  so  as  to  supersede  the  necessity  of  passing 
around  Cape  Florida  to  get  into  the  Atlantic,  if  the 
pinn  suggested  in  the  report  was  adopted — of  em- 
ploying the  United  Stales  troops — Would  be  very 
small  indeed.  If  the  troops  of  the  United  Slates 
there  were  employed  in  making  the  Work,  the 
expense  would  be  very  moderate  indeed.  The 
troops  were  perfectly  willing  to  be  employed  in 
that  manner.  There  was  a  law  against  such  em- 
ployment, unless  (hey  were  willing.  By  giving 
thode  troops  some  small  additional  compensation, 
(hey.  would  execute  the  work.  He  would  there- 
fore make  a  motion  to  send  the  whole  report  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  inasmuch  as 
it  was  proposed  to  have  the  troops  thus  employed. 
On  an  examination  of  the  report,  if  that  commit- 
tee should  think  any  por(ion  of  it  ought  to  go  to 
the  Commitlee  on  Roads  and  Canals,  or  other 
committee,  they  could  move  to  be  discharged 
from  such  portion,  with  a  view  to  its  new  refer- 
ence. 

The  report  Vas  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs.  . 

HOUSE  BILLS  REFERBED. 

Numerous  House  bills  were  then  read  twice, 
and  appropriately  referred. 

PETITION  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ALLEN,  the  pe(i(ion  of  the 
heirs  of  Charles  Frederick  Zeigler  was  ordered  to 
be  taken  from  the  files,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

NAVAL  DEPOT  AT  MEM'PHIS,  TENNESSEE. 

Mr.  FOSTER  made  a  motion' te  poetpone  the 
previous  orders  of  the  day,  with  the  view  of 
taking  up  the  bill  for  the  establishment  of  a  naval 
depot  and  dock-yard  at  Memphis,  Tennessee; 
but  after  a  few  remarks  by  Messrs.  BREESB 
and  BAYARD,  withdrew  the  motion  until  a  dije- 
ument  on  the  subject,  submitted  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Naval  Affairs  by  Mr.  Breesc,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed  on  the  suggestion  of  that  commit- 
tee, had  been  laid  on  the  tables  of  Senators. 

Kills  introduced. 
Mr.  WHITE  introduced  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
William  R.  Davis;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
referred  to  the  Cummiltee  on  Claims. 
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Mr.  FULTON,  on  leaye,  introduced  a  bill  sup- 
plementarjr  to  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  settle 
the  title  to  certain  tract*  of  land  in  the  State  of 
Arkansas,"  approved  August,  1843;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands. 

FOX  AMD  WISCONSIN  RIVERS. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration,  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  of  the  bill  to  make  a 
grant  of  land  to  aid  in  the  improvement  of  Fox 
and  Wisconsin  rivers,  and  to  connect  the  same 
by  a  canal. 

Mr.  ALLEN  moved  to  strike  out  all  after  the 
enacting  clause  of  the  bill,  and  to  insert  the  fol- 
lowing: 

That  thcrr  be,  and  hereby  is,  granted  to  the  Territory  of 
Wisconsin,  tllree  hundred  ond  twenl}'  tiiousand  lurrcs  or 
land  for  purposes  of  internal  improvement ;  to  be  selected 
and  located  in  tlie  saine  manner,  and  to  be  subject  to  Ilie 
same  limitations,  restrictions,  and  conditions,  lu  are  pre- 
scribed in  the  eigbtti  and  ninth  sections  or  tile  act  entitled 
"An  act  to  appropriate  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  pub- 
lic lands,  and  to  grant  preemption  rights,"  approved  dep- 
lember  4,  Ib4l,  except  that  the  land  hereby  (ranted  shall 
■tut  be  deducted  from  the  five  hundred  thousand  acres 
grantrd  pmspectively,  by  that  act,  to  each  new  Slat*  upon 
fta  admission  into  Uie  Union. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  be  had  stated,  in  the  early 
part  of  this  discussion,  that  he  did  not  intend  to 
oppose  the  passage  of  the  bill  from  any  disposi- 
tion of  hostility  towards  the  Territory  of  Wis- 
consin. He  had  likewise  stated  that,  in  a  case 
properly  made  out,  and  standing  upon  sufficient 
reasons,  he  would  willingly  vote  a  donation  of 
tlie  amount  of  land  provided  for  in  this  bill;  and 
then,  if  needed,  double  the  quantity.  Asan  earn- 
est, or  rather  as  an  evidence,  of  the  sincerity  of 
this  declaration,  he  submitted  to  the  Sennle  the 
amendment  which  had  just  been  read.  The  biU 
before  the  Senate  was  ori>;inally  reported  by  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands.  It  was  reported  in 
su^h  form  as  to  compel  the  gentlemen  who  re- 
ported it  themselves  to  move  a  recommitment  to 
Ihnt  committee  for  the  purpose  of  amendment. 
It  had  been  returned  to  the  Senate,  and  amended 
time  and  again,  until  he  believed  there  was  scarcely 
a  single  feature  of  the  original  bill  now  to  be  found 
upon  its  face.  As  it  now  stood,  it  proposed  an 
appropriation  by  the  Federal  Qovernment  for  the 
purpose  of  executing  a  public  work  in  the  Terri- 
tory of  Wisconsin;  but  that  afiprupriation,  instead 
of  being  in  money,  (the  usual  form  of  appropria- 
tions,) was  an  appropriation  of  a  particular  fund 
of  money,  to  be  derived  from  the  sale  of  public 
lands.  Aow,  if  this  bill  should  pass,  he  desired 
to  know — and  he  called  upon  those  who  were 
charged  especially  with  it  to  answer  the  question 
— what  would  become  of  this  work  if  it  should 
not  be  completed  before  the  Territory  became  a 
State?  Would  it  still  be  the  property  of  the  Fed- 
eral Government.'  If  so,  would  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment i^o  on  with  the  execution  of  the  work  ? 
or  would  It  become  the  property  of  the  State? 
And,  if  so,  where  was  the  provision  in  the  bill 
for  this  change  of  ownership?  These  qu^tions 
had  not  been  answered  except  by  the  impertur- 
bable silence  of  those  who  proposed  the  bill,  and 
wished  to  pass  it  without,  lie  thought,  sufficient 
tonsideration. 

We  were  told  that  this  bill  must  bo  passed  in 
its  present  particular  form,  becauae.there  was  not 
time  to  dispense  with  its  passage  until  the  Terri- 
tory of  Wisconsin  could  be  consulted;  that  this 
work  must  be  commenced  and  executed  immedi- 
ately; and,  therefore,  it  would  not  do  to  consult 
the  Territory  on  the  subject;  and  that  the  work 
must  be  commenced  and  carried  through  by  the 
agency  of  the  Federal  Government.  Permit  him 
to  any  to  the  Senate — and  he  invited  attention  to 
the  declaration  lie  was  about  to  make — if  this  bill 
should  pass,  net  one  single  pound  of  earth  would 
ever  be  removed  under  its  operation;  nota  aingle 
stroke  of  the  work  would  ever  be  done;  and  thai, 
for  the  obvious  reason  that  it  would  be  impossi- 
ble to  Bull  these  Unds  in  the  wilderness  at  (ti  50 
an  acre,  at  this  time,  and  especially  in  time  to 
execute  the  work.  He  desired  tii  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Senate  to  some  very  important  facts 
connected  with  this  bill,  in  order  to  show  who 
were  to  be  benefited,  and  who  were  to  be  injured, 
by  its  passage.  And  he  now  declared,  in  his 
place — and  he  charged  it  as  being  the  inevitable 
•'fleet  of  the  bill,  if  |iassed — that'it  would  be  to 
benefit  B|>eeulators  alone,  and  to  injure  dreply  the 
very  people  it  proposed  to  benefit      He  would 


now  proceed  to  make  that  declaration  good.  There 
had  been  maps  of  this  river  route  made  out  at  the 
Land  Office, giving,  in  the  form  of  colored  squares, 
all  the  lands  that  had  been  entered  upon  these 
rivers.  There  was  at  the  Land  Office  a  list  of 
names  of  persons  by  whom  these  entries  had  been 
made;  and  now  he  w:ould  exhibit  tp  the  Senate 
these  maps,  in  order  that  Senators  might  sec,  if 
they  would,  what  they  were  about  to  do.  He 
knew  that  this  matter  had  been  so  frequently  and 
so  long  before  the  Senate,  that  it  was  almost  im- 
possible to  obtain  attention  to  such  a  subject. 
The  Senate  had  become  wearied  and  fatigued«and 
would  probably  allow  itself  to  be  blindly  led  into 
a  decision '  by  which  it  was  proposed  to  do  the 
deepest  injustice  to  an  unoffending  people,'and  to 
inflict  an  injury  which  reached  every  solitary  man 
within  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin. 

He  should-  proceed  now  to  show  in  what  the 
injury  consisted.  He  had  just  obtained  the  offi- 
cial map  of  this  country,  givin»  the  course  of 
these  rivers,  and  here  it  was:  [(jere  Mr.  A.  held 
up  the  map,  tracing  with  his  finger  the  line  of 
canal  connecting  the  waters  Fox  and  Wisconsin 
rivers,  and  Lake  Winnet)ago  ] 

But  this  appropriation  of  land  waa  not  only  to 
cut  a  canal  a  mile  and  a  half  long,  but  likewise 
to  the  clearing  out,  and  making  dear  the  naviga- 
tion of  both  these  rivers.  By  this  bill  it  was 
proposed  that  the  alternate  sections  of  land  in  the 
whole  of  this  line,  two  hundred  and  forty  miles,- 
should  be  granted.  He  would  like  to  know  what 
becomes  of. the  other  alternate  sections  under  the 

firesent  state  of  affairs.  In  the  first  place,  permit 
lim  to  say,  tl^at  all  the  lands  which  had  been  en- 
tered upon  those  rivers,  had  been  entered  by  land 
companies,  who  resided  in  New  York,  and  other 
eastern  Slates.  The  lands  were  entered  during 
the  inflation  of  the  paper  currency — most  of  them 
by  large  companies,  immediately  in  Ihe'beginning 
of  the  *eltlemeat;and  these  companies,  when  they 
found  the  lands  would  not  command  even  the 
Government  price,  now  proposed  bythls  bill  (he 
did  not  mean  that  it  was  the  design  of  the  Sena- 
tor who  had  introduted  it,  but  the  design  of  the 

.land  jobbers)  to  do  one  »f  two  things:  either  to 
compel  the  people  of  Wisconsin  to  pay  ^  SO  an 
acre  for  their  lauds,  or  to  pay  the  Government 
$2  50,  if  they  cut  this  canal  to  connect  Fox  and 
Wisconsin  rivers.  So  that  if  the  bill  pass,  no 
citizen  of  Wisconsin  could  enter  one  foot  of  land 
in  that  whole  extent  of  two  hundred  and  forty 
miks,  withoutgiving  twice  as  much  money  as  he 
could  this  day  get  the  land  for.  What  was  the 
effect  of  this?  When  the  bill  pused,  every  acre 
nf  land  on  the  whole  route  (two  hundred  and 
forty  miles)  would  stand  by  law  at  Ihe  fixed  price, 
$3  SO,  except  the  lands  of  those  speculators.  The 
consequence  waa,  the  speculators  alone  had  it  in 
their  power  to  let  the  people  of  Wisconsin  pur- 
chase these  lands  by  paying  two  dollars  instead 
of  $2  SU  an  acre.  That  was  precisely  the  state 
of  the  Kttae.    The  best  portion  of  th6  lands  on  this 

I  route  were  already  entered.  How  were  these 
lands  located  ?  and  what  waa  the  course  of  the 
stream  ? 

[Here  Mr.  A.  exhibited  a  map  of  one  town- 
ship of  six  miles  in  extent,  which  he  held  in  his 
hand,  and  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  all  the 
land  entered  on  the  line  of  the  canal  and  river  was 

I  entered  by  companies,  and  those  in  the  back  por- 

j  tion  were  by  settlers.] 

I  This  was  a  specimen-of  the  condition  in  which 
the  lands  were  held  along  the  line  of  the  proposed 

I  improvement.  The  Senate  would  see  the  course 
nf  the  river,  and  see  that  the  entries  on  the  course 

I  of  the  river  were  made  by  the  land  companies. 

:  The  portions  colored  showed  the  lands  entered. 

[Here  Mr.  A.  held  up  another  map  of  a  town- 
ship six  miles  square,  showing  that  the  lands 
were  enirred  on  both  sides  of  t|)e  river  by  those 
companies.  Also,  a  map  showing  numerous  other 
entries  by  those  companies,  immediately  on  the 
banks  of  the  river  in  every  instance.] 

I  The  Senate  would  observe  that  these  entries 
were  made,  in  most  cases,  on  one  side  of  the  river, 

I  and  lie  would  explain  that  directly.     There  were 

I  but  three  reserved  townships  on  the  whole  line  of 
two  hundred  and  forty  miles  where  some  of  these 
entries  had  not  been  placed.    Why  was  it  that 

I  there  were  in  some  places  a  whole  township  in 

j  length  where  no  entries  had   been  made  ?    He 

.  would  explain  that  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Sen- 

'  ate.    He  desired  that  the  Senate  would  look  to 


the  matter  a  moment.  We  were  «boat  to  grant 
land  on  a  line  of  about  one  hundred  and  thirty 
miles  of  a  river  to,i*hich  the  Indian  title  was  not 
yet  extinguished;  to  which  this  Government  had 
no  title;  lands,  of  course,  not  surveyed;  lands 
which  were  not  subject  to  entry  by  the  citizens, 
or  by  anybody  else.  That  was  the  case.  From 
the  very  point  where  the  canal  was  to  be  cut,  on 
the  western  side  of  Fox  river  to  Green  bay,  a  dis- 
tance of  about  one  hundred  and  thirty  miles  of 
Indian  lands,  with  theexceptionof  aboutsix  miles 
made  by  the  bend  of  the  river.,  That  explained 
why  it'Was  that  upon  these  colored  maps  we  fouad 
so  extensive  a  length  upon  which  no  entries  were 
made;  because  the  lanas  were  not  surveyed;  be- 
cause the  Indian  title  was  notextinguished.  There- 
fore, the  United  Stales  had  no  power  at  all  to  make 
a  grant  of  that  portion  for  any  purpose,  compris- 
ing a  line  of  one  hundred  ami  thirty  miles  on  the 
western  aide  of  Fox  river  extending  to  Green  bay, 
with  Ihe  exception  of  aboutsix  townships  on  Lake 
Winnebago. 

In  order  to  show  the*Senate  that  what  he  had 
staled  as  being  the  probaBle  result,  if  it  hsd  not 
been  before  ascertained,  he  desired  to  have  read 
a  memorial  which  had  been  addressied  to  th« 
Congress  of  the  United  States  by  the  Legiaiatiiiv 
of  Wisconsin — and  that  memorial  was  a  cari- 
oxity.  He  found,  in  a  report  made  by  Mr. 
Howard,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
in  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  1842,  that  a 
controversy  arose  between  the  canal  company 
and  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  and  that  con- 
troversy had  this  for  its  object:  On  the  part  of 
the  people  of  Wisconsin,  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  was  asked  to  annul  a  grant  of  land 
made  to  the  Territory  before. 

Congress  granted  to  the  Territory  of  Wiscon- 
sin about  one  hundred  and  forty  or  one  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  acres  of  land;  but  made  the 
grant  for  the  specific  object  of  having  (ne  pro- 
ceeds arising  from  the  sale  of  these  lands  applied 
to  aid  the  canal  company  in  cutting  the  canal  from 
the  interior  of  the  Stale  to  Milwaukee,  a  distance 
of  about  forty  miles.  It  was  granted  on  the  con- 
dition that  the  land  should  not  b<;  sold  for  less 
than  42  SO  an  acre,  (exactly  the  condition  of  this 
bill,)  and  was  made  when  there  was  an  inflation 
of  currency — when  many  people  were  anxious 
to  enter  land..  And  what  waa  the  result?  The 
Territory  of  Wisconsin  undertook  to  sell  this 
land  at  $2  SO;  but  could  not  succeed  in  selling 
more  than  two  thousand  acres,  and  that  on  credit. 
Thus  the  result  was,  nut  of  the  whole  grant  of 
one  hundred  and  forty  thousand  acres  of  land, 
they  were  enabled  only  to  realize  $13,000. 

They  then  undertook  to  borrow  money  by 

Cledging  the  land,  and  aucceeded  in  borrowing 
ut  $1,000.  Finding  then  that  the  canal  project 
had  fallen  through,  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin 
addressed  a  memorial  to  Congress,  praying  Con- 
gress to  adopt  one  of  several  tilings:  They 
prayed  it,  in  the  first  place,  tp  release  these  pur- 
chasers from  their  bonds,  and  let  them  take  the 
land  at  $1  25.  They  prayed  Congress,  in  ano- 
ther place,  if  it  would  not  do  that,  to  annul  this 
grant,  and  rtpSal  the  law  by  which  this  one  hun- 
dred and  forty  thousand  acres  of  land  was  granted 
to  the  Territory.  And  what  was  the  ground  upon 
which  they  based  this  memorial  ?  They  said, 
that,  under  the  grant  of  land,  w\th  the  condition 
requiring  $2  CO  an  acre,  il  was  an  injury  to  the 
Territory.  The  people  could  not  enter  land, and 
would  not  pay  that  price  even  if  the  land  vere 
sold  on  credit. 

For  these  reasons  it  was  that  the  people  of 
Wisconsin  would  be  deeply  prejudiced  by  tb^ 
passage  of  this  bill,  because  it  cut  all  the  peoplt 
ofiTfrom  this  two  hundred  and  forty  miles  of  water 
course,  or  compelled  them  to  pay  $2  50  an  acre 
for  land— just  double  the  price  of  land  nov.  But 
the  effect  would  be,  that  not  a  single  acre  of  this 
land  would  be  sold  at  the  Government  price — 
|2  50  an  acre  by  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

By  another  clause,  it  would  be  found  ibat  the 
lands  reserved  by  the  Government  would  be  taken 
from  the  market,  and  the  people  would  not  be 
allowed  to  purchase  Ihem  nt  all;  and  in  addition 
to  that,  it  was  a  limitation  that  when  they  caBW 
into  market,  they  would  exact  $2  50  an  acre  from 
the  citizens  for  iliem.  Never  did  a  scheme  bc«to» 
greater  benefits  on  land  speculators  thai  would  Im 
conferred  by  this  bill,  if  passed  in  ttie  shofw  is 
which  it  then  stood. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1844. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  6LOSE. 


415 


Speculatora  had  entered  nearly  fifty  thousand 
seres  of  land  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  in  a  Ter- 
ritory in  which  population  was  advancing,  and 
that  Territory  now  a  wilderness — that  river  trav- 
ersing the  Territory  and  connecting  the  waters  of 
the  North  and  South — Lake  IVIichigan  and  the 
Wisconsin  river;  and  speculatora  had  entered  fifty 
thousand  acres  of  land  on  this  siream:.aBd  after 
that,  Congress  must  come  in  and  double  the  price 
upon  the  alternate  sections  reserved  for  sale.  Not 
only  does  it  double  the  price,  but  takes  one  half 
of  the  whole  amount  out  of  the  market  altogether; 
thus  compelling  the  people,  noUiu  toUn$,  to  buy 
of  the  speculators.    There  would  not  a  dollar^ 
worth  be  sold  except  what  was  held  by  the  spec- 
ulators; because  the  people  could  not,  and  would 
not,  give  $3  50  an  acre  for  land.    So  that  there 
never  would  be  a  dollar  received  to  commence  this 
work  with.    The  speculatora  would  sell  theirs 
just  below  the  Government  price';  and  thus  re- 
cover from  the  ruin  in  which  they  were  over- 
whelmed by  the  revolution  of  the  paper  system. 
In  his  place  he  stood  up  and  protested  against 
the  passage  of  this  bill;  and  he  desired  tnat  it 
should  be  marked  and  sent  to  the  people  of  Wis- 
consin that  Ite  said  in  bis  place,  upon  this  floor, 
that  nobody  would  be  benefited  by  it  except  the 
speculators;  that  it  would  deeply  prejudice  the 
people  of  Wisconsin;  that  not  one  acre  would 
•     ever  be  sold ;  and  that  not  one  stroke  of  this  work 
would  ever  be  done.    The  whole  elTect  of  the  bill 
would  be  to  take  the  Government  lands  out  of  the 
market,  and  compel  the  people  to  buy  of  the  spec- 
ulators, these  lands  throughout  the  entire  course, 
traversing  the  Territory  from  the  termination  of 
Green  bay  down  tothegreaAIississippi  river.     If 
the  Senate  chose,  with  these  facts  before  them,  to 
pass  a  bill  that,  in  its  title,  professed  to  do  a  favor 
to  the  Territory;  if,  in  the  absence  of  any  repre- 
sentation on  that  floor  from  the  Territory ;  if,  under 
these  circumstances,  the  Senate  pass  this  bill,  all 
be  had  to  say  was,  it  would  do  a  deep'act  of  in- 
justice to  the  Government  of  the  United  Slates  by 
making  it  an  instrument  of  imposture  on  the  peo- 
ple of  Wisconsin.    The  bill  professed  to  do  good 
to  that  people — it  was  doing  them  a  vital  injury. 
And  he  desired  that  Senators  now  might  mark 
what  he  said,  and  coll  him  to  account  next  ses- 
sion, and  hurl  it  in  his  teeth  if  he  falsely  proph- 
esied in  that;  if  one  dollar's  worth  qf  these  lands 
would  be  sold,  or  one  stroke  done  towards  the 
work.    He  saw  the  very  memorial  to  which  the 
Senator  from  New  York  adverted — not  addressed 
to  this  body  in  1841,  nor  now;  but  a  memorial, 
addressed  to  this  body  many  years  ago.    In  that 
memorial  they  spoke  of  a  land  company  having 
commenced  catting  this  canal  of  a  mtle  and  a 
quarter.    The  speculators  were  going  to  do  it 
themselves  several  years  ago.    They  ioand  that 
it  was  impassible  to  construct  the  canal  in  that 
-way;  and  that  was  the  ground  upon  which  the 
Territory  of  Wisconsin  predicated  its  memorial, 
praying  that  the  General  Government  might  un- 
ilerlake  the  construction  of  this  canal;  and  that 
>iraa  the  last  that  was  heard  of  the  oumpony's 
operations. 

He  now  proposed  making  an  open,  an  honest 
cession  of  this  land  to  the  people  of  Wisconsin; 
and  if  they  chose  to  let  it  fall  through,  it  would 
be  their  fault,  and  not  ours. 

He  proposed,  in  the  amendment  which  he  had 
submitted  to  the'Senatc,  to  place  this  cession  of 
land  precisely  upon  the  foundation  of  the  cession 
made  by  the  distribution  act.  Charity  .towards 
the  Territory  of  Wisconsin  ought  to  induce  the 
Senate  to  adopt  this  course. 

The  memorial  referred  to  by  Mr.  Allcm  was 
then  rend. 

Mr.  SEMPLE  remarked  that  the  morning 
hour  had  expired,  and  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on 
the  table,  with  the  view  of  proceeding  in  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  Oregon  question. 

colt's  8DB-M.*RINE  BATTERr. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  desired,  before  proceed- 
ing to  that  matter,  to  submit  a  resolution;  ifliich 
lie  did;  and  it  was  read,  as  follows: 

lietolced  by  the  Smatt,  That  tlis  Socrttary  of  the  N«vy 
bCs  antl  he  U  hereby,  rcquejited  to  fllrnfiih  Samuel  Colt  wiUi 
pucb  fnct]iti>>s  and  aivintance,  an  boaH.  nnchorij,  men,  &c., 
auiiiorizi'd  liy  the  joint  resolution  of  Congress,  approved 
Au^u^t  31, 1^,  as  may  be  required  to  enable  liim  to  com- 
pieie  bis  proixwed  sub-martoe  experiueuis  for  lestiag 
C*olt*a  sul>-in«riai.'  battery. 

I'lie  resolutioi  was  agreed  to 


OREGON  QUESTION. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  SEMPLE,  the  Senate 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  following  reso- 
lution: 

Kcntced,  Tliat  Hip  President  of  Uie  United  Stales  he  re- 
quested to  give  notice  to  tile  British  Government  that  it  it 
the  desire  of  the  Government  of  the  LTiiited  Stated  In  nniiul 
and  abrogate  the  provisions  of  the  third  article  of  the  con- 
veiltioii  eoiietuiied  helwoeii  tlie  Guveriinieiit  of  tile  United 
States  of  America  and  his  Britannic  Majesty  the  King  of 
the  United  Kinndoni  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  on  the 
90Ui  of  October,  1818,  and  indeflnilely  continued  hy  the  con- 
vention between  the  same  parUea,  signed  at  LoadoD  the  6ili 
August,  ltt27. 

Mr.  CHO ATE  expressed  his  obligations  to  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr. 
'BucujiNAN,]  who  had  kindly  postponed  his  re- 
marks (o  enable  him  to  preceed.  It  was  not  his 
purpose  to  enter  into  the  discussion,  having  been 
allotted,  a  few  days  back,  a  full  opportunity  of 
stating  his  views  to  the  Senate  on  the  subject 
under  consideration;  all  ha  proposed  to  do  was, 
to  oSer  a  few  explanations,  and  to  add  a  few  il- 
lustrations in  support  of  his  views  as  then  ex- 
pressed. Heoonsidereditneces<>ary,  in  self-just- 
ification, to  do  so;  and  be  acknowledged  his  great 
anxietjr  to  be  allowed,  in  as  brief  a  manner  as 
possible,  to  define,  and  (if  the  expression  was  not 
too  magniloquent)  to  sustain  the  theory  then  ad- 
vanced by  him.  In  reviewing  the  sentiments  de- 
livei'ed  by  him  on  that  day,  it  would  be  allowed 
that  he  did  not  advocate  a  determination  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate  never  to  give  the  notice  required 
by  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Illinois;  all  he 
said  was,  that  it  should  not  be  given  at  the  mo- 
ment; and  he  said  so  from  a  conviction  that  there 
was  no  immediate  necessity  for  it;  but  he  did  not 
say  that  it  never  should  be  given;  for  who  among 
them — the  wisest«of  the  best — could  say  what 
would  or  might  occur  within  the  next  six  months 
to  render  the  giving  of  that  notice  absolutely  im- 
perative? He  certainly  did  say  that,  in  the  course 
of  events,  it  might  never  become  necessary  to 
give  that  notice;  but  that  was  not  calling  on  the 
Senate  to  say  that  it  never  should  be  given.  All 
that  he  asked  was  to  let  it  rest  for  the  present, 
and,  keeping  in  the  interim  a  keen  look-oat  on 
the  movements  of  England  in  regard  to  Oregon, 
to  let  that  country  continue  to  fill  up,  as  it  was 
doing,  with  the  arms  and  hearts  of  America. 

The  only  ))osition  he  and  those  he  acted  with 
contended  for,  was  not  to  give  the  notice  to-day. 
They  did  not,  in  doing  so,  say  it  was  never  to  be 
given.  So  far,  then,  the  only  question  at  issue 
was,  give  the  notice  lo-day,  or  not  to-day.'  Sen- 
ators on  the  other  side  say  give  it  at  once.  We 
say  delay  until  we  are  convinced  by  the  failure 
of  negotiation  that  there  exists  a  necessity  for  it. 
This  is  the  enCre  question  for  the  Senate  to  de- 
cide. 

It  was  apparent  that  the  Senator  from  Penn- 
sylvania ana  himself  hod,  in  their  speeches,  en- 
tered into  many  matters  wholly  irrelative  and 
immaterial;  or,  if  that  was  too  strong,  not  very 
relativeor  material  to  the  main  question.  Whether 
the  honorable  Senator  was  right  in  settling  the, 
character  of  the  parties  interested,  or  whether  he 
was  right  or  wrong  in  calculating  on  the  fruits  to 
be  gathered  from  the  sanguine,  restless,  and  en- 
terprising disposition  of  his  countrymen,  whose 
energies,  not  to  be  subdued  as  the  waves  on  the 
beach  by  the  retiring  tide,  led  them  over  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  nnd  would  lead  them  to  the  borders 
of  the  Pacific.  Whether  the  Senator  was  right 
in  supposing  that,  in  regard  lo  Oregon,  the  Brilish 
Government  had  adopted  a  new  policy,  and  that 
the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  hail  found  out,  and 
turned  their  capital  and  attention  to  new  trade — 
Ihat  of  agriculture — were  not  matters  materially 
bearing  on  the  present  question. 

He  stood  on  this  day  where  he  stood  on  the 
first  day  that  he  addressed  the  Senate  on  this  sub- 
ject, lie  stood  against  giving  the  notice  as  called 
for  by  the  resolution  ofTered  by  the  Senator  from 
Illinois;  and  he  stood  so  for  one  single  reason: 
that,  by  giving  it,  there  may  be  a  possibility  of  its 
being  productive  of  no  good ;  but  on  the  contrary, 
that  it  would  be  more  likely  to  produce  evil,  as 
throwing  an  impediment  in  the  way  of  negotia- 
tion already  commenced.  We  have  mainiaiiied 
a  convention  for  six  and  twenty  years,  wlilcli, 
until  this  session  of  Congress,  has  not  been  made 
a  matter  of  discussion  or  complaint;  and.  by  sud-  I 
denly  breaking  it,  there  may  be  a  poasilAlity  of 
doing  harm.    He  would  say  for  that  single  rea- 


son alone  he  advocated  a  delay  of  the  notice;  and 
if,  since  he  last  addressed  the  Senate,  any  action 
had  occurred  through  the  mysterious  providence 
of  God  which  would  increase  (bechances,  nr  give 
greater  room  to  hope  for  a  settlement  of  this 
question  by  negotiation,  he  would  impress  on  the 
Senate  the  necessity  of  acting  with  due  delibera- 
tion, and  of  doing  nothing  in  haste  or  rashness. 
.The  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  summed  up 
his  (Mr.  C.'s)  argument  as  neither  more  or  less 
than  that,  as  the  United  States  had  slept  on  their 
rights  for  a  period  of  twenty-six  years,  ihey 
therefore  required  **  a  tittle  more  sleep,  a  little 
more  slumber,  a  little  more  folding  of  the  hands;" 
bat  he  begged  to  assure  the  honorable  gentleman 
that  he  made  no  such  assertion.  He,  however, 
believed  that  it  was  wrong  to  complain  of  nny 
refutation  of  argument  oflered  by  the  gentlemen 
opposite,  as  they  took  csre  not  to  say  what  the 
argument  was  which  they  attempted  to  refute — 
thus  leaving  to  themselves  an  unlimited  bound- 
ary, that  almost  defied  contradiction.  It  was  told 
to  the  honor  of  one  of  the  greatest  orators  that 
ever  occupied  a  seat  in  the  English  House  of 
Commons,  and  to  the  honor  of  one  of  the  great- 
est lawyers  that  ever  adorned  (he  profession  in 
the  United  States,  that  they  had  the  power  of 
stating  the  arguments  of  their  opponents,  anil 

C lacing  them  in  a  stronger  light  than  they  could 
e  placed  by  the  most  talented  of  their  support- 
ers; and  then  of  turning  round,  and  so  completely 
demolishing  those  ai^umenis  as  not  tn  leave  a 
shadow  to  rest  on.  Such  power  he  was  far  from 
possessing;  but  he  thought  it  not  difficult  to  ad- 
vance all  the  arguments  given  on  the  other  side, 
and  then  completely  upset  them  on  the  principles 
of  common  reason.  The  honorable  Senator  snys 
that  we  slept  on  our  rights,  as  regarded  the  Ore- 
gon question,  for  the  last  twenty-six  years.  If, 
in  saying  so,  he  only  gave  indulgence  tn  n  free 
phrasciikigy,  and  merely  meant  that  some  three 
quarters  of  tin  hour  may  have  elapsed  within  that 
twenty-six  years  without  the  question  being 
pressed  on  the  attention  of  either  Government, 
lie  would,  perhaps,  be  right;  but,  in  any  other 
view,  ho  was  decidedly  wrong,  nnd  must  alto- 
geilier  have  forgotten  the  uniformity  and  consist- 
ency which,  for  twenty-six  years,  under  every 
Administration,  nnd  inevery  aspect  of  afluirs,  our 
Oregon  policy,  as  connected  with  this  conven- 
tion, was  carefully  guarded  and  attended  tn. 

Mr.  C.  here  read  nn  extract  from  a  speech,  as 
reported  in  the  Congressional  Globe,  delivered  by 
him  twelve  months  ago,  and  expressed  his  sur- 
prise that  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  know- 
ing his  sentiments  then,  could  have  fallen  into  the 
error  relative  to  them  which  he  had  done.  The 
only  difference  which  existed  between  this  day 
anti  that  was,  that  now  all  the  other  diffurcnccs 
between  the  nations  having  been  diapusi:d  of,  this 
Oregon  question  liiust  be  mado,  as  n  matter  of 
necessity,  a  cause  of  dispute.  In  reply  to  ilin  as- 
sumption of  Mr.  BocnANAM  that,  in  the  treaty  of 
1842,  there  was  an  oflTer  made  to  cede  to  Great 
Britain  from  493nortli  latitude,  he  would  giVe,as 
far  as  he  was  concerned,  a  history  of  the  trans- 
action, and  sliow  that  the  honorable  gentleman, 
in  such  assumption,  was  wholly  in  error.    Tlie 

honorable  Senator  from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Bentok] 
— who,  to  the  sincere  gratification  of  every. Sen- 
ator, was,  on  that  mornins,  ctialilcd  in  resume  his 
seat — had  made  a  speech,  the  drift  of  which  was, 
that  Great  Britain  had  no  title  to  what  he  feared 
it  WHS  propose  to  give  her,  south  of  490;  and 
having  gone  on  to  denounce  the  partie5i  engaged 
in  the  ncgoliation,  he  (Mr.  C  )  intendini;  to  speak 
on  the  subject,  and  wishing  for  authentic  inform- 
ation, addressed  o  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State 
merely  requiring  to  know  whether  such  a  propo- 
sition had  been  made  to  the  minister  represent- 
ing Great  Britain.    This  letter  wns  brief,  and  in 

writing  it,  he  dreamed  not  of  seeking  any  inform- 
ation more  than  a  direct  reply  to  his  question. 
The  answer  was  as  laconic  us  the  letter  itself; 
merely,  but  distinctly  stating,  not  onl^  that  such 
proposition  was  never  made,  but  never  meditated. 

He  therefore  ihouglil  it  his  duty  lo  assure  the 
honorable  Senator  that,  if  there  was  veracity  in 
man,  there  was  no  foundntiurrfor  his  belief  that 
any  such  ofler  had  been  made.  Hastening  from 
thatdigression,and  pledging  himself  never  to  oiTcr 
another  word  relati  ve  to  the' treaty  of  1842,  he  cb  me 
back  to  the  original  question.  He  repealed  tliac 
the  convention  which  the  proposed  notice  would 
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break  up  was  maintained  by  erery  succeaiiTe  Ad- 
ministralion  since  its  completion,  twenty-six  years 
back.  It  was  made  in  1818  and  renewed  in  1837. 
In  the  interim,  no  complaint  wa^  heard  against  it. 

In  1829,  under  tlic  administration  of  General 
Jackson — a  hero  whose  brow  bore  such  a  laurel 
of  glory  as  seldom  adorned  the  forehead  of  an 
American  citizen — the  letter  of  Clark  and  Cass 
was  addressed  to  the  Senator  from  Missouri, 
[Mr.  Benton,]  asserting,  for  the  first  time,  t)ie 
murder  of  five  hundred  of  our  fellow-citizens,  at 
the  head  of  the  Mississippi  or  Missouri.  Yet, 
even  then,  in  1829,  propitious  as  the  time  was, 
no  man,  in  either  brancn  of  Congress,  was  found 
to  hold  his  finger  up,  or  ofler  the  shadow  of  a 
threat  against  England  or  her  subjecu,  as  the 
murderers  are  now  supposed  to  be.  In  1838,  the 
charter  of  the  Hudson  s  Bay  Company  was  re- 
newed, with  a  reservation  on  the  part  of  the 
British  Government,  empowering  them,  at  anyi 
time  within  twenty  years,  to  colonize  the  Oregon, 
should  they  deem  fit;  and  still  no  man  was  found 
to  stand  up  and  declare  they  had  not  power  to  do 
so.  In  the  years  1839  and  1840,  reports  were  re- 
ceived from  the  Indian  department  stating  the 
very  impor(ant  fact  of  presents  being  made  by 
tlie  British  Government  to  the  Indians  under  our 
jurisdiction;  yet  no  man  stood  forth  to  complain 
against  England  for  so  doing.  No  man,  under 
any  of  those  circumstances,  raised  a  finger,  or 
ofiered  the  shadow  of  a  threat  of  even  breaking 
the  convention,  by  giving  the  notice  the  Senate 
was  now  called  on  to  give;  but  now,  at  the  mo- 
ment when  a  negoliation  is  pending  to  break  tliat 
convention,  and  set  the  question  at  rest  forever, 
matters  of  controversy  not  dreamed  of  before 
are  now  dra>;ged  forth.  The  honorable  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania,  as  he  understood  him,  was 
not  averse  to  proceeding  by  negotiation,  but  he 
stated  that  giving  notice  would  not  impede  nego- 
tiation, but,  on  the  contrary,  accelerate  it. 

Mr.  C.  proceeded  atgreal  iHiigih  to  reply  to  the 
arguments  advanced  by  Mr.  Buchanan,  but  ow- 
ing to  the  sudden  indisposition  of  the  reporter 
who  had  charge  of  the  greater  part  of  his  speech, 
we  are  unable  to  give  even  an  outline  of  bis  re- 
marks in  our  present  number. 

Mr.  C.  read  a  passage  from  the  petition  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  to  the  British  Govern- 
ment, asking  for  a  renewal  of  their  charter,  to 
show  that  they  had  not  the  slightest  view  of  form- 
ing agricultural  colonization;  their  wholeavowed 
object,  in  relation  to  land,  being  to  allow  their 
retired  servants  to  take  up  and  cultivate  patches 
of  soil,  each  on  his  own  account,  and  at  his  own 
risk.  Mr.  C.  also  read  from  the  British  Foreign 
duarterly  Review  of  January,  1844,  passages  to 
show  that  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  were 
averse  to  their  servantsextending  their  cultivation 
of  the  soil.  These  retired  servants  were,  day 
after  day,  dropping  off  from  their  fealty  to  l\>€ 
British,  and  becoming  sincerely  desirous  of  set- 
tling down  as  citizens  under  the  government  and 
protection  of  the  United  Slates.  He  also  referred 
to  the  report  of  Dr.  White,  in  the  documents  ac- 
companying the  President's  message;  and  again 
to  the  Colonial  Magazine  of  August  last,  to  show 
that  the  lands  south  of  the  Columbia  were  await- 
ing the  sole  occupancy  of  American  citizens. 

In  relation  to  tlie  assertions  made  on  the  other 
side,  that  five  hundred  of  our  citizens  had  been 
murdered  through  the  instrumentality  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company,  he  asserted  positively 
that  there  was  not  a  particle  of  evjde.nce,  worthy 
of  the  least  credit,  that  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany had  any  agency  whatever  in  the  death  of 
our  citizens;  while  there  was  abundance  of  testi- 
mony furnished  by  every  missionary  west  of  the 
Uocky  Mountains,  that,  so  far  from  the  company 
or  its  servants  interposing  opposition  to  our  col- 
onization, they  had  exhibited  the  utmost  friend- 
ship, and  ottered  every  facility  in  their  power  to 
our  ci  tizens  for  becoming  settlers.  The  five  hun- 
dred persons  alleged  to  have  been  killed  in  the 
territory,  last  their  lives  fifteen  years  ago,  under. 
peculiar  circumstances,  which  he  adverted  to, 
chiefly  in  consequence  of  the  fueds  between  two 
British  rival  fur  companies.  These  companies 
fought  battles  agaiiMt  cai-h  otlier;and,  of  course, 
neither  of  them  had  the  slightest  control,  moral 
or  otherwise,  over  the  Indians  and  half-breeds; 
the  consequence  of  which  was,  that  the  savages 
did,  probably,  murder  such  American  citizens  as 
they  could  meet  with. 


But  in  1829  the  scene  was  wholly  changed,  and 
the  Hudson's  Bay  company  obtained  a  control- 
ling influence  over  the  Indians,  trappers,  and 
hunters;  since  which,  not  a  human  being,  an 
American  citizen,  had  suflfercd  injury.  The  com- 
pany had  not  for  fifteen  years,  by  force,  fraud, 
or  inhospiiality,  interposed  the  slightest  obstacle 
to  our  emigrants  occupying  whatever  portions  of 
land  they  chose  to  select. 

In  conclusion,  be  said  it  was  beyond  a  shadow 
of  doubt,  that,  if  the  present  convention  were 
permitted  to  remain  undisturbed,  the  country 
must,  within  a  very  few  years,  become  ours, 
quietly,  peaceably,  and  witnout  offense  to  Eng- 
land. The  Hudson's  Bay  company,  beinga  hunt-, 
ing  company,  will  go  out  with  the  retiring  game. 
He  recommended  a  vigilant  eye  to  be°  kept  on 
Oregon  fqr  new  developments  calling  for  inter- 
ference, to  keep  negotiation  afloat,  till  the  ques- 
tion was  setileti;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  to  go  on 
filling  the  territory  with  our  emigrants.  This 
policy  must,  in  the  end,  be  successful.  He  re- 
ferred again  to  the  British  and  Foreign  duarterly 
Review  for  an  opinion  that  England  was  willing 
to  yield  up  the  agricultural  occupation  of  the  ter- 
ritory to  the  United  States,  for  a  temporary  right 
to  the  use  of  the  harbors  and  rivers  of  Oregon. 
He  could  not,  even  in  this  proposition,  see  any- 
thing to  be  startled  at.  These  were  subjects  of 
negotiation,  like  that  of  the  navigation  of  the  St. 
John,  in  the  treaty  of  Washington.  If,  in  five 
or  ten  years,  it  should  come  to  iiass  that  the  Isth- 
mus of  Panama  should  be  cut  by  a  canal,  it  was 
probable  that  an  additional  value  would  be  given 
to  the  western  coast,  harbors,  and  rivers  of  this 
continent.  In  the  mean  time,  the  duty  of  Sena- 
tors WHS,  in  their  place  in  Congress,  to  contem- 
plate things  as  they  were,  aniUio  act  upon  them 
with  discretion.  He  denounced  -the  terms  of 
hatreiland  enmity  in  which  England  and  the  Brit- 
ish Government  were  habitually  spoken  of  in  de- 
bate; while,  at  the  same  time,  he  applauded  the 
swelling  sentiments  of  patriotism  which  pervaded 
the  community,  and  instigated  this  jealousy.  It 
was  the  hereditary  enmity  and  hatred  fomented 
against  England  that  he  denounced.  Should 
America — the  young,  the  free,  the  joyous — (he 
asked)  looking  forward  to  such  a  future  as  the 
world  never  saw,  be  permitted  to  corrode  her  own 
heart,  by  adverting  to  wrongs  and  iftjuries  long 
since  settled  ?  He  believed  this  notion  of  habituau 
hatred  to  England  belonged  to  a  past  age.  Hv 
young  cotemporaries  did  not  know  what  it  meant. 
They 'had  no  haired;  they  bad  no  memory  for 
wrongs  for  which  brave  men  had  made  the  last 
expiation  to  the  brave. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  having  next  obtained  the 
floor,  remarked  that  he  had  yielded  it  to  the  Sen- 
ator from  Massachusetts  this  morning,  to  make, 
as  he  had  informed  him,  an  explanation.  He  had 
no  complaint  whatever  to  make.  The  Senator 
had,  however,  made  a  speech, and  Certainly  a  very 
studied  speech;  and  it  was  altogether,  or  very 
nearly,  in  reply  to  himself.  He  had  bad  the  honor 
of  being  replied  to  by  fourgentlemen;  and  he  was 
bate,  after  all  this,  the  Senate  of  the  United  States 
would  permit  him  to  pay  his  respects  to  the  Sen- 
ator from  Massachusetts.  He  was  entirely  un- 
conscious that  ever  he  was  guilty  of  perpetrating 
a  line  of  poetry,  until  accused  of  it  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Massachusetts.  But  if  .ever  he  was 
guilty  of  any  such  tbin^,  he  now  yielded  the 
I  |Milm  to  the  Senator;  for  his  poetry  had  surpassed 
'  anything  in  that  way  that  he  iiau  even  ever  im- 
agined. He  would  move  the  Senate  to  adjourn, 
as  it  was  entirely  too  late  for  him  to  make  the 
few  remarks  be  intended  to  ofler  to  the  Senate  on 
this  occasion. 
The  Senate  tlien  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tdesdat.  March  19, 1844. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  having  been  read, 
corrections  were  suggested  by  Messrs.  WEL- 
LER,  VANCE,  and  MclLVAINE;  which  cor- 
rections were  accordingly  made  by  the  Clerk,  and 
the  Journal  was  then  approved. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  the  first  business 
to  be  the  resolution  in  relation  to  the  Rhode  Isl- 
and memorial.  By  general  consent,  however, 
certain  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Louisi- 
ana were  received,  read,  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  BIOLACK  presented  a  resolution  of  lh« 


Legislature  of  Pennsylvania;  which  was  hUd  upoo 
the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  PATTERSON  presented  a  copy  of  an  an- 
swer of  the  War  Department  to  a  resolution  of 
the  House,  (the  original  having  been  lost,)  and 
moved  its  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, and  that  it  be  printed. 
I      Mr.  DROMGOOLE  objected  to  its  reception. 
I  He  would  not  object  to  the  gentlenran  offering  a 
'  resolution  applying  to  the  Department  to  furnish 
the  House  with  a  copy;  but  he  did  object  to  a 
member  going  informally,  and  procuring  papers, 
and  prodncing  them  in  the  House. 
The  paper  was  not  received. 

THE  RHODE  ISLAND  MEMORIAL. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  being  entitled   to  the 
floor,  addressed  the  House  up  to  the  expiration 
of  the  morning  hour.     He  would  not  have  been 
desirous  of  addressing  the  Houae  upon  the  «ub- 
jeet  under  consideration,  but  for  the  fact  that  b« 
had  been  instrumental  in  presenting  to  the  House 
the  resolution  upon  which  the  debate  had  arisen. 
The  honorable  gentleman  from  Tennessee  was 
one  of  those  who  objected  to  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution;  and  he  confessed  he  was  somewhat 
surprised  at  the  objection  of  that  gentleman,  io- 
asmueh  as  the  object  of  the  resolution  was  to 
economize  time  and  money.  He  had  taken  soaie 
pains  to  ascertain  what  had  been  the  usage  of  tbs 
House  in  regard  to  such  matters;  and  he  found 
it  had  been  the  practice,  on  all  occasions,  to  au- 
thorize committees  engaged  with  the  investiga- 
tion of  particular  subjects,  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers.     [Mr.  McC.  referred  to  the  Journals  of 
past  sessions  in  prutff  of  his  position.]     Nay, 
they  had  the  authority  of  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee   himself  to  the   same  eflfeet;  and   he 
therefore  confidently  trusted  that  the  gentleman 
would  withdraw  his  objection.    The  comnsitlee 
asked  nothing  which  was  not  usual  and  custom- 
ary, and  Re  hoped  that  this  case  would  not  be 
made  an  exception  to  the  general  rule.     It  hsd 
been  also  objected  by  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land, [Mr.  Cavsin,]  and  by  the  gentlemen  from 
Rhode  Island,  [Messrs.  CRANiTOMand  Pottei,] 
who  had  spoken  against  the  resolution,  that  thia 
House  hau  no  jurisdiction  over  the  subject  con- 
templated by  the  resolution.     He  took  issue  with 
the  gentleman  on  this  point.     He  insisted  that 
the  House  had  jurisdiction  over  the  sobjeet-mal- 
ter  of  the  memorial.    But  what  was  it  that  the 
memorial  exhibited  upon  its  &ce?     It  exhibited 
certain  charges.    [Mr.  McC.  read  a  portion  oflhe 
memorial.]     He  insisted  that  it  was  the  bonnden 
duty  of  the  House  to  inquire  whether  the  Pres- 
ident had  transcended  his  authority  in  interfering 
with  the  private  concerns  of  a  State.     Whence 
(he asked)  did  he  derive  hisauthority  to  interfere? 
There  was  no  source  to  which  he  could  refer 
them,  whence  authority  could  be  derived  for  the 
exercise  of  such  on  enormous  power;  it  was  not 
(inly  contrary  to  the  genius  of  our  institotioas, 
but  it  was  aiming  a  fatal  blow  at  the  existence 
•of  those  institutions.     He  believed  that  it  woa 
competent  for  the  people,  in  their  primary  capa- 
city, to  establish  whatever  form  of  goverameat 
they  pleased ;  and  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  put  down  such 
form  of  government;  because,  if  auch  authority 
were  vested  in  him,  the  people  of  thia  couatry 
would  be  in  a  condition  little  better  than  that  M 
slaves.  It  was  proper,  he  thought,  therefore, tktt 
the  inquiry  should  be  made  whether  the  President 
had  interfered  (as  charged  in  the  memorial)  in 
the  private  aflairs  of  a  State.    He  did  not  visit 
to  be  understood  as  stating  that  he  hod  done  so, 
because  he  was  not  apprised  of  the  particulsr 
facts  of  the  case;  and  it  was  for  this  reason  that 
he  wished   the  committee  to  be   empowered  le 
send  for  persons  and  papers. 

It  had  been  said  by  the  gentleman  from  Rhodt 
Island  who  had  preceded  him  in  the  debate,  that 
it  was  competent  for  the  President  to  interpose  to 
put  down  insurrection.  As  he  was  made  eoai- 
mandw-in-chief  of  the  Army  and  Navy,  it  WM 
therefore  competent  for  him  to  interpose  the  Ex- 
ecutive arm.  The  gentleman  insisted  that  there 
was  a  revolution  justly  calling  for  the  iilterposi- 
tion  of  the  Executive  power. 

He  was  not  prepared  to  admit  that  the  Presi- 
dent was  authorized  by  the  Constitution  t<»  inter- 
fere  with  the  private  affairs  of  a  State  of  his  o*» 
mere  motion,  even  in  a  case  which  may  be  coo- 
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siraed  by  him  to  be  in  the  nature  of  an  inaiirrec- 
lion,  without  the  autliority  or  lanction  of  Con- 
f^ena  and  of  the  people  of  the  State  where  the 
insurrections  were  alleged  to  exist.  The  Consti- 
tution authorizes  Congress  to  call  out  the  militia 
in  cases  of  insurrection;  but  he  could  find  no  eon- 
•tituiional  authority  conferred  upon  the  President, 
by  his  own  mere  motion,  to  interpose.  It  might 
be  that  the  President,  in  the  exercise  of  such  a 
power,  would  consider  that  a  large  majority — for 
instance,  nine  tenths— of  the  people  of  a  State 
were  in  a  stale  of  insurrection,  when,  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  their  natural  rights,  they  were  proposing 
to  change,  in  some  respects,  their  form  of  govern- 
ment. 

He  denied  the  authority  of  the  President  to  in- 
terfere for  the  purpose  of  suppressing  insurrec- 
tion, without  the  consent  of  Congress,  and  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  people.  He  denied  his 
right  to  judge  what  might  or  might  not  be  an  in- 
surrection. He  mi^ht  decide  that  the  efforts  of 
patriots  were  insurrectionary.  The  gentleman 
from  Rhode  Island  insisted  that  the  President  in- 
terposed for  the  suppression  of  an  insurrection. 
This  might  be  the  honest  opinion  of  the  gentle- 
man, and  itmightbethe^pinionof  the  President; 
but  there  might  be  a  cnnirarlety  of  opinion  on 
this  point.  It  was  a  majority  of  the  people  who 
were  in  favor  of  llie  people's  constitution.  How, 
then,  could  it  be  said  to  be  an  insurrection? 

It  was  upon  this  ground,  he  contended,  that  the 
President  of  the  United  States  auled  and  abetted 
treason  against  the  majority  or  the  people  of 
Rhode  island. 

Again :  he  did  not  know  that  it  would  be  proper 
for  him  to  attempt  to  defend  or  vindicate  the  ma- 

i'nriiy.of  the  people  of  Rhode  Island;  bat  they 
tad  been  so  grossly  denounced,  not  only  by  sev- 
eral members  of  the  House,  but  by  the  more  im- 
mediate Representatives  from  that  State,  that  he 
felt  himself  called  on  to  say  someihinz  in  their 
liehalf.  The  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  who 
first  addressed  the  House  [Mr.  Crinston]  asked 
what  were  the  character  aiid  description  of  this 
memorial?  That  gentleman  denounced  it  as  an 
infamous  paper,  utterly  untrue  and  false  in  every 
word.  These  wore  bold  assertions;  and  the  gen- 
tleman, in  using  tbeni,  might  not  have  forgotten 
that  he  has  raised  a  question  of  veracity  between 
himself  and  these  memorialists.  He  wished  the 
House  and  the  country  to  bear  in  mind  that  the 
Representatives  of  Rhode  Island  here,  represent- 
ing a  minority  of  the  people  of  that  State,  have 
denounced  the  memorialists  as  guilty  of  falsehood. 
The  question  was,  whether  they  or  the  memorial- 
ists had  slated  the  truth.'    He  would  inquire. 

Mr.  IMcC.  here  examined  the  several  state- 
ments contained  in  the  mviiforiaj,  and  compared 
them  with  the  contradictions  of  the  gentleman 
from  Rhode  Island,  for  the  purpose  of  showing 
that  he  had  contrudicled  those  statements  without 
any  authority  fur  so  doing.  He  then  examined 
&nil  refuted  the  charges  made  by  the  gentleman 
against  the  constitutional  party;  and  showed  that 
the  offenses  charged  etgainst  tliem  liad  been  com- 
mitted by  the  royalist  parly  which  supported 
itie  charier  of  King  Charles  II.  After  speaking 
of  the  several  aituinpts  which  had  been  made 
l>y  the  friends  of  conslitutionul  liberty  to  cstab- 
lisb  a  free  government  on  the  model  of  those  of 
the  other  Slates  of  the  Union,  which,  since  1811, 
bad  always  been  defeated  by  the  charter  or  ro^- 
aliat  party,  Mr.  McC.gave  ahlstory  of  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  people 's  constitution  of  ISAii  was 
itubmitted  to  and  adojited  by  a  majority,  not  only 
or  the  voters  of  the  State  who  were  qualified  un- 
der the  old  charter,  but  of  those  who  were  quali- 
fied under  the  new  constitution. 

He  proceeded  to  sny,  that,  after  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  Legislaturej  Governor  Dorr  was  the 
chief  executive  officer  of  the  Slate,  and  it  was  his 
duty  to  make  an  effort  to  get,  from  the  hands  of 
the  lawless  insurgents  of  that  State,  the  posses- 
sion of  the  arsenals,  &c. ;  and  for  doing  this  he 
had  been  denounced  as  a  felon,  and  as  being 
uilty  of  an  effort  to  steal  the  public  property; 
at  be  would  leave  it  to  the  country  to  decide 
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whether  Governor  Dorr,  as  the  chief  magistrate 
of  that  State,  and,  as  such,  necessarily  intrusted 
with  the  care  of  the  arsenals,  had  exercised  law- 
less tyranny  and  oppression.  The  public  arse- 
nals belonged  to  the  people,  and  Governor  Dorr 
was  the  representative  or  the  people;  and  it  was 
his  duty  to  discharge  the  duties  which  the  people 
had  imposed  upon  him.  But  it  bad  also  been 
said,  with  a  view  to  blacken  his  character  and 
reputation,  that  since  his  arrest  on  a  charge  of 
treason,  he  had  resorted  to  expedients  to  slave  off 
his  trial.  He  defended  Governor  Dorr  against 
such  an  accusation,  which,  be  said,  bad  no  foun- 
dation in  truth. 

On  looking  back  through  the  history  of  Gov- 
ernor Dorr,  he  had  been  forcibly  struck  with 
the  noble  attributes  by  which  his  character  was 
marked.  He  proceeded*to  draw  a  parallel  be- 
tween Governor  Dorr  and  Algernon  Sydney,  and 
expatiated  at  much  length  on  the  struggle  of  both 
the  latter  and  the  former  for  the  establishment  of 
liberal  principles  and  the  rights  of  the  people; 
and  likewise  on  the  tyranny  of  the  royalists  of 
Rhode  Island,  who  fined  a  man  (500,  and  im- 
prisoned him  for  the  period  of  six  months,  be- 
cause he  discharged  the  duty  of  judge  of  elections 
under  the  new  constitution  by  which  the  people 
exercised  their  inalienable  natural  rights. 

He  then  glanced  at  the  position  of  the  two  po- 
litical parties  uf  this  country  on  this  question,  the 
name  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  having  been  lugged  into 
this  discussion.  He  said  they  found  the  Demo- 
cratic portion  of  this  country  expressing  opinions 
favorable  to  the  course  and  conduct  of  the  patri- 
otic party  of  Rhode  Island,  and  to  the  rights  of 
the  people.  They  also  found  their  opponents  of 
the  Whig  party,  true  to  the  principles  of  Alex- 
ander Hamilton  and  his  compeers,  denying  the 
rights  of  the  people,  and  their  authority  to  change 
the  form  of  the  government  jinder  which  they 
live.  One  gentleman  [Mr.  C.  B.  Smith]  had  at- 
tempted to  show  that  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  op- 
posed, in  the  New  York  convention,  to  the  exten- 
sion of  the  suffrage  to  the  whites,  but  in  Tavor  of 
it  to  the  blacks;  but  this  was  an  incorrect  repre- 
sentation. Mr.  Van  Buren  was  the  great  advo- 
cate, in  that  convention,  of  the  extension  of  the 
suffrage,  and  an  opponent  of  the  property  qualifi- 
cation of  which  the  people  had  complained.  He 
explained ,  at  much  length,  the  course  pursued  by 
Mr.  Van  Buren,  and  showed  that  that  distin- 
guished man  was  ever  a  prominent  advocate  of 
the  rights  of  the  people;  while  Mr.  Clay,  the 
great  idol  of  the  Whigparty,  had  taken  part  with 
the  royalists  of  Rhode  Island.  He  alluded  to 
Mr,  Clay's  opposition  to  the  admission  of  Mich- 
igan into  the  Union,  on  the  ground  of  the  exten- 
sion of  the  suffrage,  and  consequently  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  fundamental  principle  that  man  is  ca- 
pable of  self-government.  He  next  noticed  the 
appeal  which  nad  been  made  to  the  South  on  this 
subject,  to  rally  in  f»vor  of  the  monarchists  of 
Rliod^  Island;  and  was  proceeding  when  the 
Speaker  announced  the  expiration  of  his  hour. 

Mr.  STETSON  obiained  the  floor;  but  as  the 
morning  hour  bad  expired ,  the  subject  went  over. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMUNlCATIONii. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing executive  communications: 

A  message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  transmitting  a  report  from  the  Secretary 
of  State,  in  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  18th  January  last,  call- 
ing for  the  number  of  persons  employed  without 
express  authority  of  law,  from  the  4in  of  March, 
1837,  to  31st  December,  1843,  inclusive;  which 
message  was  laid  upon  the  Ubie. 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
transmitting,  in  compliance  with  the  provisions 
of  the  third  section  of  the  act  of  March  3,  1843, 
entitled  "An  act  regulating  the  currency  of  for- 
eign gold  and  silver  coins  in  the  United  States," 
a  communication  from  the  director  of  the  Mint, 
showing  the  result  of  an  assay  made  of  the  coins 
referred  to  in  that  act;  which  letter  was  ordered 
to  be  laid  on  the  table. 


A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
inclosing  abstracts  of  the  emoluments  and  ex- 
penditures for  1843,  by  officers  of  the  customs, 
under  the  second  section  of  the  act  of  3d  March, 
1799,  and  of  the  fees  received  by  them  respect- 
ively for  certificates  to  accompany  distilled  spirits, 
wines,  and  teas,  and  for  commissions  cleared  on 
disbursements  made  as  superintendent  of  light- 
bouses,  and  as  agents  for  marine  hospitals;  which 
letter  and  abstracts  were  laid  on  the  table. 

A  letter  from  the  Postmaster  General,  trans- 
mitting a  report,  in  obedience  to  the  resolution  of 
the  House  of  the  26th  ultimo,  relating  to  contracts 
with  Isaac  Hill  to  supply  States  and  Territories 
with  post  office  blanks  and  stationery,  the  quan- 
tity furnished,  and  the  sums  due  upon  said  eon- 
tracts,  together  with  copies  of  all  such  contracts; 
which  letter  and  report  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmit- 
ting a  report  showing  the  necessity  of  further 
appropriations  to  meet  the  outstanding  claims  on 
account  of  the  Florida  war,  and  requesting  a  re- 
appropriation  of  certain  unexpended  bahnces; 
which  letter  and  report  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs. 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmit- 
ting a  report,  In  obediencs  to  a  resolution  of  the 
25th  of  February,  1843,  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  relation  to  the  claims  of  a  company  of 
Florida  militia,  called  the  Spring  Grove  Guards; 
and  also  upon  the  subject  of  the  payment  of  cer- 
tain militia  who  served  in  1838,  under  the  orders 
of  the  Governor  of  Florida;  which  letter  and  re- 
port were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military, 
Affairs. 

Mr.  LEVY  said,  the  War  Department,  instead 
of  complying  with  the  resolution  of  the  House, 
had  sent  a  prejudiced  report  made  up  of  the  opin- 
ions of  military  officers;  and  he  hoped  the  House 
would  lay  that  communication  on  the  table,  and 
permit  him  to  offer  another  resolution  in  relation 
to  this  subject.  He  preferred  this  course  to  the 
one  which  first  suggested  itself  to  him,  namely, 
to  return  to  the  Department  its  communication, 
that  it  might  be  correctly  and  properly  brought 
to  this  House. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  hoped  the  gentleman  from 
Florida  would  allow  this  communication  logo  to 
the  Military  Committee  for  examination  before 
any  further  steps  were  taken. 

Mr.  LEVY  said  that  the  communication  from 
the  War  Department,  just  presented,  was  in  re- 
ply to  a  resolution  passed  by  the  last  Congress, 
requiring  the  Secretary  of  War  "  to  obtain  and 
ctrtify  to  this  House,  at  the  present  session,  all  ne- 
cessary proof  respecting  the  services  of  certain 
Florida  militia."  Two  military  officers  had  been 
sent  for  this  proof,  and  after  returning  with  it 
here,  the  War  Department,  instead  of  obeying 
the  resolution,  and  sending  those  proofs  here  for 
the  judgment  of  the  House,  keep  the  proofs  back, 
and  send  here  in  the  stead  of  it  the  opinion  and 
conclusions  of  those  two  officers  upon  it.  The 
proof,  and,  he  felt  bound  to  say,  their  report, 
seemed  to  him  strongly  marked  with  those  preju- 
dices and  jealousies  which  are  too  much  iniluleed 
by  the  regular  Army  against  the  militia.  The 
resolution  passed  by  the  last  Congress,  called  for 
certain  proofs;  and  those  proq/<  he  wanted.  The 
House  was  quite  as  competent,  as  any  two  offi- 
cers of  the  Army,  to  form  a  judgment  for  itself 
upon  the  evidence.  The  whole  course  seems  to 
have  been  designed  to  interpose  the  feelings  and 
judgment  of  the  military  branch  of  the  service  be- 
tween Congress  and  the  claims  of  the  militia. 
The  War  Department  deserves  the  censure  of  the 
House,  and  he  would  more  it  were  it  usual.  He 
thought  it  proper  to  say,  that  he  absolved  the 
present  incumbent  of  the  War  Department  from 
any  blame  in  the  matter.  The  matter  was  arranged 
before  his  accession  to  office.  He  would  satisfy 
himself  by  moving  a  resolution,  requiring. the 
Secretary  of  War  to  send  to  this  House  the  proofs 
required  by  the  resolution  of  28lh  July,  1843,  as 
directed  by  that  resolution. 
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Some  coDTersation  ensued  on  this  subject;  and 
ultimately,  the  communication  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Aflaira. 

UNITED  STATES  MILITARY  DISTRICTS. 

Mr.  HARALSON  obtained  the  permission  of 
the  House  to  make  a  report  from  the  Military 
Committee .  He  said  he  was  directed  by  the  Cora  - 
luillee  on  Military  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill  (No.  44)  to  divide  the  United  Stales  into 
two  milliary  districts,  and  the  petition  of  citizens 
of  New  York,  and  of  William  Wallace  Whimey, 
relating  to  the  same  subject,  to  move  that  the 
committee  be  discharged  from  the  further  consid- 
ation  thereof. 

Mr,  HARDIN  said  the  committee  was  divided 
— four  to  four,  and  therefore  they  could  not  agree 
upon  a  report;  but  they  would  consent  to  be  dis- 
charged. 

The  motion  to  discharge  the  committee  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  HARALSON  then  moved  that  the  report 
and  accompanying  papers  be  printed. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  inquired  if  the  bill  was  re- 
ported back  ! 

The  SPEAKER  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  moved  that  it  be  referred  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  and  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow;  which  was 
carried. 

The  motion  to  print  was  then  agreed  to. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  PRESIDENT. 
A  message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States  was  delivered  by^ Robert  Ttleb,  Esq. 

SENATE  BILLS  REFERRED. 
Several  bills  from  the  Senate  were  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  appropriate  committees. 

FRANKED  DOCUMENTS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PETTIT,  the  rules  were 
suspended  to  enable  him  to  offer  the  following 
■esolution: 

Rewttal,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Pmi  OOiee  and 
ro«l  Koadrf  be  iiif  iructcd  to  inquire  and  report  whether  the 
flocuiiienu  niiJ  oUier  thiuirsfnuilced  by  themcmber»orUiiii 
llouNO  are  regtitnrly  tent  froiii  this  ciiy  ;  nnd  if  not,  what 
iflipoflitioii  it  made  ot  them  by  the  postniaater  of  Ihie  city, 
or  otiier  pcnioiiH  into  wliomi  bands  Itit^y  come.  And  that 
KSid  committee  be  empowered  to  send  for  persons  residing 
in  tins  District,  and  nut  further,  unless  some  person  or  per- 
sons, residing  tlierein,  shall  leave  said  Ulslrict;  In  wliich 
cue,  such  person  or  persons  may  be  pent  for  to  any  other 
place  or  pluce*  within  the  United  States. 

Upon  the  adoption  of  the  resolution,  Mr.  P. 
demanded  the  previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered,  which  was  upon  the  adop- 
tion of  the  resolution. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  resolution  was 
agreed  to. 

ANNEXATION  OF  TEXAS. 

Mr.  HAM.METT,  on  leave,  presented  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Missis- 
sippi; which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Foieign  Affairs,  aud  ordered  to  be  printed: 

Whereas,  the  citizens  of  Texas  liave.  at  various  times, 
manifested  a  wish  fur  the  nnnezaiion  or  tliat  Republic  to 
the  United  Suites;  and  wh»re,'u,  an  enlightened  policy 
would  dicutc  that  the  two  couniries  contiguous  in  geo- 
graphical position,  inhabited  by  a  kindred  people,  speaking 
u  common  language,  producing  the  same  staples,  elierii^h- 
ing  the  same  commercial  interests,  and  animated  by  the 
same  love  of  libeny,  should  not  longer  sustain  n  rctntion 
that  is  now  separate,  and  mayhcreaiter  become  belligerent: 
Therefore, 

Be  it  Toetted  by  Ikt  LegUlalure  of  the  Stale  of  Missis- 
eippi.  That  our  Senators  be  instructed,  and  our  Rcpresent- 
ntives  in  Congress  be  reqin-sied,  to  urge  zeal>>u.i|y  and  perse- 
veringly  the  immediate  and  indissoluble  annexation  by  treaty 
of  the  Republic  uf  Texas  tu  the  United  States. 

Retoltei,  That,  in  tlie  judgment  of  this  Legislature,  if 
the  desired  annexation  should  not  be  pflccted,  it  will  be  in- 
compatible with  the  riclits,  interests, and  tranquillity  of  the 
United  Stittes  for  any  European  Power  to  obtain  possession 
of  the  territory  of  TexaS)  or  to  secure  a  comniandine  influ- 
ence in  bcr  councils ;  and  that  any  socb  attempt  should  be 
considered  by  the  United  Sutea  as  a  sufficient  cause  for 
war. 

Retohedf  In  order  that  the  expressinn  of  opinion  may 
be  general  tiirouflHMlt  the  Union,  that  his  Excellency  the 
Uovernor  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  be  requested  to  for- 
ward a  copy  of  these  resolutions  to  the  Governors  of  the 
several  States,  with  a  request  Uiat  they  may  be  laid  before 
their  respective  Legisl.itnrefl;  also,  to  each  of  onr  Senators 
and  Ropreseniativeii  in  Congress,  and  to  the  President  of  the 
Bcpublio  ofTexas. 

A|so,  a  memorial  from  that  State;  wliich  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

Mr.  McCONNELL  asked  and  obtained  leave 
to  present  a  resolution  from  the  Legislature  of 


Alabama,  adverse  to  the  resolution  of  the  Massa-  I 
chusctts  Legislature;  which  was  referred  to  the  I 
select  committee  to  whom  wiu  referred  the  Mas- 
sachusetts memorial. 

COURTS  IN  OHIO. 

Mr.  McKAY  renewed  the  motion  to  go  into 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

The  SPEAKER  observed  that  it  would  be  ne- 
cessary to  postpone  the  order  of  the  day,  which 
was  the  bill  introduced  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  [Mr.  Dumcan,]  for  regulating  the  time  of 
holding  the  elections,  &c. 

Mr.  McKAY  then  moved  to  suspend  the  rules, 
in  order  to  go  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union;  but  withdrew  the  motion 
at  the  request  of 

Mr.  SAUNDERS,  who  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  report  back  to  the  House,  from  the  Ju- 
diciary Committee,  a  bill  respecting  the  times  and 
places  of  holding  the  circuit  and  district  courts  of 
Ohio,  with  a  recommendation  that  the  bill  be  re- 
jected. 

A  debate  ensued,  in  which  Messrs.  SAUND- 
ERS, VANCE,  SCHENCK,  and  DUNCAN 
participated. 

Mr.VINTON  demanded  the  previous  question; 
which  was  seconded,  and  the  main  question  or- 
dered, (being  upon  agreeing  to  the  proposed  rec- 
ommendation,) nnd  negatived. 

Mr.  WELLER,  after  a  few  observations, 
moved  to  lay  the  bill  upon  the  table;  but  subse- 
quently, as  the  Ohio  members  were  desirous  to 
make  some  observations,  he  withdrew  it. 

Mr.  McDowell  said  that  he  resided  in  the 
southern  portion  of  Ohio;  and  that  the  district  he 
had  the  honor  to  represent  was  more  convenient 
to  Cincinnati  than  to  Columbus;  and  that,  of 
course,  his  constituents  preferred  that  the  court 
remain  at  Cincinnati;  and  he  therefore  would 
vote  against  the  bill.  But  it  was  due  to  fairness 
and  to  justice  for  him  to  say  that,  if  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  Legislature  of  Ohio,  requesting  her 
Representatives  and  instructin^her  Senators,  was 
an  indication  of  public  opinion  in  the  State  on  the 
subject,  then  it  would  seem  that  a  mnjority  of  the 
people  demanded  the  repeal  of  the  law.  For  him- 
self, however,  he  had  no  knowledge  of  any  dis- 
cussion of  this  subject  by  the  people;  nor  (lid  he 
know  of  any  expression  of  opinion,  except  that 
of  the  Legislature.  The  members  of  that  body 
may  have  been  instructed  by  their  constituents; 
he  could  not  say;  and,  if  the  members  of  this 
House  so  considered  it,  then  the  rule  that  a  ma- 
jority should  govern  applied;  and  he  should  bow 
with  due  deference  to  the  will  of  the  majority  and 
the  action  of  the  House  on  the  subject  before  it. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  entered  into  some  explana- 
tions. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  also  took  part  in  the  debate. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  third  reading  of 
the  bill;  and  upon  this  question  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  ordered ;  and  being  taken,  resulted — yeas  SiS, 
nays  49. 

"iThe  bill  was  then  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

Mr.  HALE  gave  notice  that  he  should  to-mor- 
row move  a  reconsideration. 

FORTIFICATIONS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKAY,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  C.  Johnson  in  the  chair.) 

Mr.  McKAY  then  moved  that  the  committee 
take  up  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
forti6catinn8  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  HOLMES  moved  ihnt  the  committee  re- 
sume the  consideration  of  the  resolution  of  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Owen]  on  tlie  sub- 
ject of  Oregon. 

The  question  was  first  put  on  taking  up  the 
fortification  bill,  and  decided  in  the  afHrmative. 

The  bill  was  then  read.  The  first  section, 
making  an  appropriation  of  |40,000for  the  forti- 
fications at  the  outlet  of  Lake  Cbamplain,  being 
under  consideration, 

Mr.  STETSON  moved  to  amend  that  section 
by  substituting  an  appropriation  of  $58,308  10, 
in  lieu  of  $40,000  reported  by  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  and  supported  the  amendment 
with  some  remarks. 

Mr.  McKAY  and  Mr.  STETSON  entered  into 
some  explanations  in  relation  to  this  appropria- 
tion. 


Mr.  HAMMETT  defended  the  appropriation. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  amendmenf 
but  tellers  were  called  for,  and  Messrs.  Pkttox 
and  WiNTHRop  were  appointed.  They  reported 
oyoR  37,  noes  39 — no  quorum  voting. 

The  committee  rose,  and  its  Chairman  reported 
that  fact  to  the  House. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  moved  ac^ll  of  the  Hoii«e. 

Mr.  WELLER  moved  that  the  House  adjourn. 
(It  was  now  twenty-three  minutes  past  three 
o'clock.) 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  called  for  the  yeas  and  nayi 
on  the  motion  to  adjourn. 

The  SPEAKER  put  the  question  on  the  call 
for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  26  voted  in  the  affirm- 
ative. The  negative  was  then  put,  and  the 
Speaker  reported  the  number  to  be  30. 

So  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  there  were— yeu 
44,  nays  71. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  DRO.MGOOLE  withdrew  his  motion  for 
a  call  of  the  House — there  being  now  a  quorum 
— and  moved  that  the  Hotse  resolve  itself  inu> 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state' of  die 
Union. 

The  motion  was  agreed  te;  and  the  committee 
(Mr.  C.  Johnson  in  the  chair)  took  up  for  con- 
sideration the  fortification  bill — the  amendment 
pending  being  to  strike  out  the  appropriation  of 
$40,000  for  a  fortification  on  Lake  Champlaio. 

Upon  this  amendment  the  vote  was  taken  by 
tellers;  and  resulted— ay^s  50,  noes  66. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  HARALSON  moved  to  ajnend  the  section 
making  appropriations  for  the  fortifications  at 
Savannah,  Georgia',  by  striking  out  "  $13,000," 
and  inserting  "$15,000;"  and  supporud  the 
amendment  witl^aome  remarks. 

Mr.  McKAY  opposed  the  amendment 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  ameodmeiiC 
was  rejected. 

Mr.  SLl  DELL  submitted  an  amendment  in- 
creasing the  appropriation  for  Fort  Jackson, 
Louisiana,  from  $5,000  to  $10,000;  and  for  Fort 
Livineston,  in  the  same  Stale,  from  $40,000  to 
$55,000. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  SLIOELL  ia 
support  of  the  amendment,  and  from  Mr.  Mc- 
KAY, in  opposition  to  it. 

The  amendment  was  divided,  and  both  prop- 
ositions were  rejected. 

Mr.  HARALSON  offered  an  amendment,  o» 
which  he  said  he  wished  to  make  some  obserrt- 
tions;  but,  as  it  was  now  late,  be  moved  that  di* 
committee  rise. 

The  vote  was  taken  on  the  motion;  and  then 
was  no  quorum. 

The  committee  accordingly  roae;  and  its  Chair- 
man reported  that  fact  to  the  House. 

The  House  then  (at  twenty  minutes  to  in 
o'clock)  adjourned. 

The  following  notices  of  petitions,  presented  to-day,  w«t« 
hsnded  to  the  reporter  by  the  member*  presenting  fifm : 

By  Mr.  FICKLIN:  The  memorial  of  John  Kidwell  aad 
forty-seven  others,  citizens  of  Clarke  county,  Illinois,  »«• 
ing  an  appropriaiioa  for  the  continuation  of  the  Cumbeiuad 
road.  .    ^ 

By  Mr.  CALDWELL:  The  petition  and  proof  in  0« 
case  of  John  Owens,  of  Pulai^ki  county,  Kentucky,  i»ti<f 
compensation  for  a  horse  lost  in  the  United  States  service; 
wliicli  was  referred  to  the  Comuiiltee  on  Kevolodooary 
Claims. 

By  Mr.  WENTWOBTH :  A  petition  from  the  membim 
of  the  bar  of  Will  couiiiy,  Illinois,  praying  foe  a  lennof  i»« 
United  Sutea  circuit  and  district  rourt*  at  Chicago;  WMS 
was  referred  to  the  Commiiiee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Also,  a  peUtion  frtMn  a  large  iiumtwr  of  citixens  of  Coh 
cago,  praying  for  jhe  iroproveiueni  of  the  western  tokes 
and  rivers ;  which  was  reierreil  to  tbe  Coauninee  oa  Cea- 
merce. 

By  Mr.  HOGE :  The  petition  of  Sylvester  Illish  and  for- 
ty-seven others,  citizens  of  Henry  county,  in  ihe  State  « 
itiinots,  praying  the  establii^hment  nf  a  mail  mule  fiois 
Peoria,  in  Peoria  couqiy,  via  Mount  Holly,  Wyoming,  »«■ 
Toulon,  in  Stark  count)',  Wethersflcld  and  Genese*.  !• 
Henry  county,  Sharon  and  Crandall'a  Ferrj',  to  FaMMi 
city,  in  Whiteside  county,  in  aaid  Slate  of  Illinois;  *lnf* 
was  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  tbe  Post  Offlee  and  Fotf 
Roads.  . 

By  Mr.  BAMSEY:  The  pMiUnn  nf  L.  F.  WWuieyssd 
numerous  others,  citizens  of  Schuylkill  coonly.  Penn*r- 
vnnia,  praying  Congress  to  maintain  the  tariff  of  1M2  Quid 
experience  shall  have  demonstrated,  by  ascertained  facts, 
that  a  change  would  be  for  the  better. 

Bv  Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana :  The  memorial  of  uoj.  T. 
M.  Parks  and  one  hundred  nnd  thirty  Ave  otbera,  of  Mor- 
gan couiitv.  Indiana,  praying  a  grant  of  lands  fur  'b«  C""- 
tiniiniion  of  the  Waba^  and  Erie  caaal  from  Tette  Bisa 
to  Evansville. 
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By  Mr.  POTTER,  of  Ohio :  The  pelUion  of  William 
BpaldiiiE  and  fweniy-Mven  others;  and  the  peiitinn  of 
J.ponnid  Whilmore  and  ftilly  others,  cilixens  of  northern 
Ohio,  praying  for  a  mnil-mute  fVom  Maumee  City,  Ohio,  to 
White  Piseon,  Michigan,  with  a  diagnitn  of  raid  route ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Coiuinitlee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Poet  Roads. 

AIM,  the  petition  of  Duncnn  C.  Fonytli,  and  (Uljr-«ne 
otken,  citixens  of  Lacas  eouttty,  Ohio,  praying  for  an  ap- 
propriation for  the  harbor  ot  Mnuinee  bfty ;  wtiicb  was  ce- 
ferred  in  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

By  Mr.  MORRIS,  of  Pennsylvania:  Thn  memarial  of 
ctlixens  of  Berlts  county,  Pennsylvania,  representing  llie 
prosperous  condition  of  Uic  couiiuy  under  Ui«  tariff  of  1843, 
and  protesting  a^inst  its  repeal. 

Alio,  the  pciiuon  of  the  citixens  of  Philadelphia,  asking 
an  appropriation  for  the  repair  of  the  shipping  piers  al  Port 
Penn,  on  the  Delaware. 

By  Mr.  McCL^LLAND:  Tbe  petHion  of  Chartea  Me- 
Kenxie  for  repayment  <»f  money  |nid  for  land  erruneotisly 
entered. 

Also,  the  petition  of  C.  P.  Buck  and  others,  citixens  of 
Michigan,  In  l^vor  of  an  appropriation  for  tlie  constnictioa 
of  a  canal  around  the  Palls  of  St.  Mary. 

Also,  Uie  petition  of  W.  N.  Stevens  and  others,  citizens 
of  Plymotitb,  Mlchif<in,for  a  reduction  of  tbe  rate*  ofpoM- 
ige. 

By  Mr.  BOYD:  Tbe  memorial  of  LieulenaiM  F.  W. 
Smitta. 

By  Mr.  MellVAINE :  Tbe  memorial  of  Hugh  E.  Steele 
aitd  At\y  .three  others,  citizens  of  Chester  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, remonstrating  against  any  change  in  the  present 
tariff  laws. 

By  Mr.  CLINCU :  The  petition  of  E.  E.  PUtebam;  wbicb 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

By  Mr.  BIDLACK  :  The  memorial  of  a  large  number  of 
eitixens  of  Columbia  county,  Pennsylvania,  approving  tbe 
tinff  law  of  1843,  and  praying  Cnntn^ss  to  abstain  ftvmaoy 
legislation  at  present  upon  tbe  subject. 

Also,  one  of  similar  tenor  from  citizens  of  Luzerne  coun- 
ty, Pennsylvania. 


IN  SENATE. 
WtDNtsDAT,  March  30, 1644. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  preaenled  a  memorial 
from  certain  citizens  of  Alexandria,  settine  forth 
that  they  are  owners  of  vessels  engaged  in  foreign 
trade,  valued  at  |200,000,  and  representing  that 
they  are  rery  much  injured  by  tbe  reciprocity 
treaties,  and  aslcing  for  their  mollification  or  term- 
ination; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  STURGEON  presented  a  memorial  from 
citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  setting  forth  that  im- 
portant benefits  had  been  derived  to  tbe  business 
of  the  country  by  the  present  tariff,  and  praying 
that  no  alteration  may  be  made  in  it;  which  waa 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  presanted  a  memorial  of 
the  National  Institute  for  the  Promotion  of  Sci- 
ence and  the  Arts,  submitting  to  the  considera- 
tion of  Congress  a  statement  of  their  origin  and 
progress,  of  their  past  and  present  condition,  and 
the  wanta  and  exigencies  of  the  institution.  Mr. 
W.  stated  that  the  institute  wished  some  aid  to 
enable  it  in  an  appropriate  manner  to  take  care  of 
the  public  property  intrusted  to  its  charge.  That 
property  consisted  chiefly  of  curiosities  belong- 
ing to  the  State  and  War  Departments,  and  of 
various  collections  of  nntural  history  and  books; 
which  have  been  forming,  and  in  the  charge  of 
the  institution  during  the  last  four  or  five  years. 
Without  interffring  with  its  duty  to  the  Govern- 
ment, the  institution  had  gone  on  prosperously 
in  the  mean  time  to  make  large  donations  of  prop- 
erly of  a  similar  character.  The  institute  was 
merely  the  temporary  keeper  of  many  of  the  arti- 
cles, and  of  the  others  it  regarded  itself  as  trustee 
fur  the  Government  and  the  public;  and  it  had 
endeavored,  and  was  still  endeavoring,  to  dis- 
charge its  duty  faithfully  in  every  rcs[>ect  in  re- 
lation to  them.  The  memorial  gave  a  description 
of  all  the  property  in  its  possession;  in  fact,  all 
the  information  that  was  desirable,  so  as  to  ren- 
der any  further  explanation  by  him  unnecessary. 
The  Committee  on  the  Library,  to  which  he  pro- 
posed to  refer  the  memorial,  would  probably  find 
It  expedient  and  proper  to  have  it  printed  for  the 
information  of  Congress.  With  reference  to  the 
institution,  this  much  was  certain,  without  adding 
more  now,  that  it  asked  nothing  for  private  pur- 
poses or  private  emolument,  being  entirely  will- 
ing to  dedicate  its  labors  to  the  cause  of  science 
and  literature,  and  the  interests  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  public;  and  asking  only  some  aid  to 
defray  the  actual  expenses  attendant  on  the  dis- 
charge of  such  duties  as  it  performed  on  public 
account. 

Mr.  MERRICK  presented  a  petition  from  the 
citizeoa  of  the  State  of  New  York,  praying  for  a 
redustion  In  the  rales  of  postage;  which  waa  or- 


dered to  lie  on  the  table — a  bill  for  the  purpose 
having  been  already  reported. 

Mr.  M.  said  he  had  also  a  memorial  from  a 
number  of  citizens  of  the  Slate  of  Maryland,  en- 
gaged in  an  important  branch  of  domestic  indus- 
try. It  was  the  memorial  of  the  New  York  and 
Maryland  Iron  and  Coal  Company,  in  the  county 
of  Alleghany,  Maryland,  in  which  it  was  repre- 
sented that  they  had  expended  some  (500,000  for 
the  establishment  of  railroads  and  other  improve- 
ments there,  with  the  view  of  entering  exten- 
sively into  the  manufacture  of  iron  for  railroads, 
&c.;  and  that  they  would  be  able  to  manufacture 
ten  thousand  tons  of  railroad  iron  per  anmun,  of 
equal  value  and  quality  to  the  foreign  article,  and 
to  furnish  it  as  cheap  as  it  could  be  produced  from 
any  quarter,  if  the  tariff  on  that  article  was  not 
reduced.    Ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  STURGEON  made  some  remarks  in  which 
he  was  understood  to  say  tifbt  he  had  had  some 
conversation  with  an  intelligent  gentleman  from 
Springfield  Furnace,  in  which  that  gentleman  bad 
represented  that  the  iron  company  there  wasgoing 
largely  into  the  manufacture  of  railroad  iron  if  no 
obstruction  be  presented  by  the  repeal  of  the 
tariff  of  duties  on  railroad  iron.  That  they  wijl 
be  enabled  to  manufacture  it  as  good  and  cheap 
as  it  could  be  procured  from  any  other  source. 
Also  another  fact;  that  some  time  since,  owing 
to  the  great  pressure  on  the  iron  interests,  by  the 
reduction  of  the  tariff,  which  greatly  cheapened 
the  price  of  iron,  the  iron  manufacturers  in  Penn- 
sylvania were  much  injured.  For  instance:  the 
largest  one  established  at  Danville  sunk  under  the 
low  rate  at  which  il-on  sold — the  effect  consequent 
upon  the  reduction  of  the  duty  on  the  foreign  ar- 
ticle. That  establishment  was  again  going  on  to 
manufacture  iron.  The  great  western  iron  works 
in  Pennsylvania  had  changed  hands,  and  were 
operating  with  renewed  energy,  having  recovered 
from  the  effects  of  the  pressure  upon  them,  and 
would  be  enabled  to  supply  a  large  portion  of  iron 
for  railroads.  They  would  be  enabled  to  furnish 
it  in  sufficient  quantity,  he  had  no  doubt,  if  the 
present  tariff  of  duty  on  that  article  was  not  re- 
duced, to  satisfy  all  the  demands  of  the  country. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  was  understood  to  say  that 
there  waa  a  bill  reported  from  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee to  remit  entirely  the  duty  on  railroad  iron. 
He  {iresumed  the  memorial  would  be  useful  ref- 
erence to  that  bill,  rather  than  to  the  proposition 
to  reduce  the  duty  on  iron  twenty  percent.,  and 
hence  he  was  in  favor  of  the  motion  to  print.  If 
the  memorialists  were  to  look  for  the  source  of 
the  evils  in  the  low  prices,  of  which  they  com- 
plained, they  would  find  that  it  did  not  arise  so 
much  from  the  reduction  of  the  former  tariff,  but 
its  true  source  was  the  greatimprovements  in  the 
manufacture  abroad — reducing  the  cost  near  two 
thirds  from  what  it  once  was.  The  low  prices 
were  produced  by  an  improvement  in  the  manu- 
facture of  the  article  much  more  than  from  the 
lownAs  of  the  duty  on  the  foreign  fabric. 

Mr.  MERRICK  said  the  cheapness  of  the  price 
was  not  so  much  attributable  to  the  improvements 
in  the  manufacture  as  to  tbe  large  stock  then  on 
hand  from  abroad. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  said  it  could  not  be  expected 
that  the  prices  would.be  as  high,  after  the  great 
improvements  in  blasting  and  in  machinery,  as 
before;  for  such  improvements  increased  the  ca- 
pacity to  produce  at  tt  lower  cost,  and  gave  greater 
facility  in  tbe  manufacture,  wherever  they  hail 
been  adopted.  It  was  vain  to  expect  ever  again 
the  old  high  prices. 

Mr.  MERRICK  remarked  that,  he  had  no 
doubt  that  those  extensive  companies,  which  now 
proposed  to  furnish  the  railroati  iron,  had  adopted 
all  the  improvements. 

Here  the  subject  droi>pcd. 

Mr.  WALKER  said  he  had  received  from  the 
Governor  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  certain  res- 
olutions, adopted  with  great  unanimity  by  the 
Legislature  of  that  Slate,  in  favor  of  the  re-an- 
nexation of  Texas  to  the  American  Union.  Ac- 
companying this  expression  of  the  opinion  of  the 
State  of  Mississippi,  were  resolutions,  unani- 
mously adopted  by*  tbe  Legislature  of  the  State 
of  Alabama,  in  favor,  also,  of  the  restoration  of 
Texas  to  the  Union;  which  resolutions  of  Ala- 
bama had  been  communicated  to  the  Legislature 
of  Mississippi,  and  cdled  forth  and  constituted  a 
part  of  their  proceedings.  He  would  not  at  this 
time  enter  upon  tbe  diicussiouof  this  great  ques. 


tion,  but  would  move  the  printing  of  these  reso- 
lutions; and  that  they  be  referred  to  tlic  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Affairs. 

The  motion  wi^s  sgreed  to.  ' 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  presented  a  memorial 
from  citizens  of  VIcksburg,  Mississippi,  recom- 
mending that  place  as  a  suitable  site  for  the  naval 
depot  and  national  armory  contemplated  to  be 
established  on  the  western  waters.  The  memo- 
rialists regret  that  the  commissioners  who  had 
been  appointed  to  make  an  examination  for  such 
object,  and  had  fixed  upon  Memphis,  Tennessee, 
had  not,  before  doing  so,  been  authorized  to  ex- 
tend theirexaminaiion  as  far  south  asVicksburg, 
They  trust  that  it  will  be  done  before  Congress 
determines  on  a  suitable  location  for  a  naval  ar- 
mory and  depot. 

The  memorial  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  DAYTON  presentedjoint  resolutions  of  the 
Legislative  Council  and  General  Assembly  of 
New  Jersey,  in  favor  of  a  general  system  of  pen- 
sion laws;  which  waa  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table, 
and  be  printed. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  JOHNSON,  it  waa 
Ordered,  That  two  petitions  Ooin  Charles  Morgan,  pray- 
ing for  the  conllrinniian  of  his  liile  to  two  tracts  of  land  la 
Louisiana,  be  taken  from  the  Ales  of  the  Senate,  and  re- 
ferred to  tbe  Cominltttee  on  Privau  Laud  Claims. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  HENDERSON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  heirs  of  William  Fisher;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  had 
been  referred  tbe  petition  of  Hiram  Burney  upon 
the  subject,  reported  a  bill  to  repeal  the  act  enti- 
tled "  An  act  directing  tHk  survey  of  the  northern 
line  of  reservation  for  the  half-breeds  of  the  Sac 
and  Fox  tribe  of  Indians  by  the  treaty  of  August, 
1824,"  approved  the  3d  of  March,  1843;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  MERRICK,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  back,  with 
an  amendment,  the  bill  relating  to  the  appointment  ' 
of  assislanM  to  the  Postmaster  General  of  the 
United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DAYTON,  the  Committee 
on  Miliuiry  Affairs  was  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consiileration  of  the  memorial  of  John  Mo- 
Langhlin;  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Private  Land  Claims. 

A,DJOURNMENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Mr.  EVANS  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  he  would  ask  the  Senate  to  consider 
some  day  next  week: 

Re$oltyed  fry  th*  Senatt  and  Home  of  Rfpretentativee  of 
Ike  United  States  of  America  in  Congren  aaevthied.  That 
the  President  of  the  Senate,  and  the  tjpenkeroftlie  tlnusa 
of  Eepresenutives,  will  adjnurii  their  respective  Houses 
•<ns  du  on  Monday,  tbe 30ib  of  May  next,  at  twelve  o'clock, 
noun. 

colt's  SUBMARINE  BATTERT. 

The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  CaiTTCMDCir 

yesterday,  directing  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to 
give  facilities  to  Mr.  Colt  |o  complete  the  prepar- 
ation for  testing  and  experimenting  with  "Colt's 
submarine  battery,"  was  taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

DISTRICT  BANKS. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  MILLER,  the  previous  oi^ 
ders  of  the  day  were  postponed,  and  the  bill  to 
extend  the  charters  of  the  banks  in  the  District 
of  Columbia  waa  taken  up  and  made  the  special 
order  of  the  day  for  Wednesday  next. 

FOX  AND  WISCONSIN  RIVERS. 

The  bill  to  grant  a  ouantity  of  land  for  the  im- 
provemeut  of  Fox  and  Wisconsin  rivers,  and  to 
connect  the  same  by  a  canal,  in  the  Territory  of 
Wisconsin,  came  up  in  order,  the  quealion  pend- 
ing being  on  the  following  amendment  proposed 
by  Mr.  Allcm  yesterday,  as  a  substitute  for  the 
bill: 

That  there  be,  and  hereby  is,  granted  to  the  Territory  of 
Wisconsin,  three  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  acres  of 
litnd  fnr  purposes  of  internal  iraprovement;  t>  be  selected 
and  located  in  the  same  manner,  and  to  be  subject  to  Uie 
same  limitations,  restrictions,  and  conditions,  ns  arc  pre- 
scribed  in  tlie  eighth  and  ninth  sections  of  the  act  entitled 
'*  An  act  to  appropriate  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands,  and  to  grant  prcilmption  rigbts."  approved 
lieptember  4, 184J ,  except  ibat  the  laud  hereby  granted  shall 
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not  be  deducted  ftom  the  tive  hundred  tbnuund  acre* 
(ranted  pn»pecUvel)r,  by  that  act,  to  each  new  Slate  upon 
Its  adinissioii  into  tbe  Union. 

Mr.  TALLMADCrE  spoke  at  some  length  in 
reply  to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Allen  of  yesterday, 
maintaining  that  the  bill  was  not  liable  to  the  many 
abjections  he  had  made  to  it^that  it  was  not  one 
for  the  benefit  of  speculators,  but  such  a  one  as 
was  desired  by  the  people  of  Wisconsin,  who  had 
memorialized  Congress  upon  the  subject;  that  the 
lands  had  not  all  teen  entered  by  speculators  on 
the  line  of  the  proposed  improvement,  but  that 
only  forty-six  thousand  acres  had  been  entered 
long  since  by  some  sagacious  men;  that  he  did 
not  hold  an  acre  there,  and  had  no  interest  in  the 
success  of  the  bill,  save  that  which  every  Senator 
should  feel  for  the  success  of  a  great  national 
work;  that  he  had  not  pressed  the  bill  with  hot 
haste,  but  had  yielded,  day  after  day,  for  weeks, 
to  postponements,  to  satisfy  the  wishes  of  Sena- 
tors who  desired  to  examine  into  its  provisions, 
and  obtain  information  from  the  proper  Depart- 
ment as  to  the  situation  of  the  land  on  the  line  of 
the  proposed  work;  that  he  had  himself  procured 
all  the  mfonnation  which  could  be  had,  and  laid 
it  before  the  Senate;  that  he  procured  the  town- 
ship plats  from  the  Land  Office,  and  laid  them  on 
the  table  of  the  Secretary  for  the  inspection  of 
Senators,  which  had  been  exhibited  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Ohio  [Mr.  Allin]  yesterday;  that  that 
Senator  did  not  procure  them;  as  he  had  been 
made  to  say  by  the  report  in  one  of  the  city 
papers. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  his  remark  did  not  apply  to 
the  township  plats,  bui  to  the  maps  of  the  river 
which  he  procured. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  said  that  the  bill,  as  it 
now  stood,  did  embody  the  features  and  princi- 

Cles  of  the  original  bill;  that  the  alterations  made 
y  the  action  of  the  Senile  were  on  the  bill  in  its 
amended  form — that  is,  that  amendments  which 
had  been  proposed  by  Senators  on  the  other  side 
and  adopted  by  the  Senate,  had  been  subsequently 
■tricken  out,  which  left  the  bill  as  it  originally 
stood,  with  the  exception  of  the  word  "appropri- 
ation," which  had  been  substituted  for  the  word 
'  "grant,"  on  the  suggestion  of  the  Senator  from 
North  Carolina,  [Mr.'HATwooD,]  which  did  not 
at  all  change  the  principle  of  the  bill.  Tnat  if  it 
was  not  intended  that  the  object  should  be  de- 
fei^ited— of  improving  the  river  and  cutline  the 
canal — it  was  necessary  that  the  bill  should  be 
passed  at  once.  [Theke  were  some  of  the  points 
of  argument  assumed  by  Mr.  T.  The  reporter 
has  not  sufficient  time  to  write  the  debate  in  full.] 
Mr.  ALLEN  followed  in  reply,  maintaining 
that  he  knew  these  lands  would  never  be  sold 
under  this  bill.  He  said  that  there  were  about 
six  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  acres  of  land  on 
both  sides  of  the  line  of  proposed  improvement, 
which  would  sell  at  $1  25  per  acre,  as  the  law 
now  stood;  therefore,  for  $750,000,  the  people  of 
Wisconsin  could  buy  those  lands.  But,  by  this 
bill ,  they  were  to  be  raised  to  |2  50  an  acre,  so  that 
they  will  have  to  pay  for  the  same  lands  the  sum 
of  $1,500,000,  which  was  the  same  thing  as  tax- 
ing them  $750,000.  Was  the  Senate  aware  that 
it  was  appropriating,  by  this  bill,  $750,000  outof 
the  pockets  of  the  people  of  Wisconsin,  and  yet 
say  they  were  acting  as  the  friends  of  that  people.' 
That  was  the  English,  and  sum  total  of  ihls  bill. 
It  was  an  imposition  of  $750,000  as  a  penalty  on 
the  people  of  that  Territory  if  they  settle  on 
the  margin  of  the  watercourses.  He  would  im- 
pose no  such  tax  on  that  [>eople;  for  it  was  noth- 
ing but  a  tax  without  their  consent.  Paaa  this 
bill,  and  a  year  hence  would  tell  who  were  the 
friends  of  the  Territory — those  who  favored,  or 
those  who  opposed,  the  bill.  This  tax  was  to 
be  imposed  on  that  people,  just  on  the  eve  of  their 
admission  into  the  Union  as  a  State.  He  re- 
peated, that  the  only  effect  of  this  bill  would  be 
to  throw  the  public  lands  out  of  the  market,  for 
the  sole  advantage  of  the  speculators  who  had 
taken  up  lands  along  these  water  courses,  and 
who  would  undersell  the  Government  to  get  clear 
of  their  land.  It  was  a  fallacious  donation — a 
gilded  pill,  which  the  people  of  the  Territory 
would  not  swallow;  and,  at  their  request,  it  would 
have  to  be  repealed  within  ayearof  its  becoming 
a  law,  should  it  now  pass.  It  was  not  his  pur- 
pose to  inquire  into  the  designs  of  those  who 
originated  the  measure;  he  only  ipoke  of  the 
efiecia  of  the  bill.    He  imputed  no  design;  but 


such  would  be  the  effects  of  the  measure.  Not 
wishing  to  encroach  on  the  hour  at  which  the 
Senator  from  Pennsylvania  was  td  make  his  re- 
marks on  the  Oregon  subject,  he  closed  what  he 
had  to  say  for  the  present. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  made  a  further  explana- 
tion, going  to  show  that  the  bill  from  which  the 
Senator  from  Ohio  had  read,  to  sustain  his  argu- 
ment of  yesterday,  that  the  features  and  princi- 
ples of  the  original  bill  had  been  entirely  changed , 
was  an  old  bill;  and  that  the  last  amendment 
made  by  the  committee  had  reinstated  ihe  features 
of  the  original  bill.  He  adverted  to  the  memorial 
from  fhe  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  to  show  that 
the  people  of  the  Territory  would  prefer  paying 
$3  50  for  lands  with  this  improvement,  than  $1  25 
I  without  it.  As  to  the  imposiiion  of  a  tax  on  the 
people  of  $750,000,  all  he  had  to  say  was,  that 
It  was  the  choice  of  (^e  people  of  the  Territory 
to  enter  into  this  arrangement. 

Mx-  ALLEN  explained  the  difficulty  there 
was  in  knowing  what  weire  the  true  features  of 
the  bill,  in  consequence  of  the  many  and  various 
changes  it  had  undergone. 

The  question  was  tlien  taken  by  yeas  and  nays 
on  Mr.  Allen's  amendment;  and  resulted — yeas 
11,  nays  28;  as  follows: 

TEAi!  —  Metsra.  Allen,  Atchiaon,  Atherton,  Bagby, 
Bruese,  Fairfleld,  Rugec,  McUufBe,  Seoiple,  Tappan,  and 
Wrishi— 11. 

NAYS— Memra.  Archer,  Batea,  Bayard,  Berrien,  Choate, 
Clayton.  Cnu^nden,  Dnylnn,  Gvans,  Foster,  Fulton,  Han- 
negan,  Henderson,  Jarnagiii,  Kiiip,  Mau^iiin,  Miller,  Por- 
ter, Rtvea,  Sevier,  SimnioiiB,  SlurEeon,Tallinad|{e,  Upbanl, 
Walker,  White,  Woodbridge,  and  Woodbury— S8. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 
The  bill  was  passed  over,  informally,  till  to- 
morrow. 

THE  OREGON  QUESTION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ARCHER,  the  Senate  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Raohed,  That  the  President  of  Ihe  United  Statea  be  re- 
queated  to  give  notice  to  the  Britiib  Guveriiment  that  It  is 
tbe  desire  of  the  Government  of  ttie  United  Scales  lo  annul 
and  abrogate  the  provisions  of  the  third  article  of  the  con  - 
veiition  concluiled  bt'tween  the  Government  of  the  United 
Stales  of  America  niid  his  Brilaiintc  Majesty  the  King  of 
the  United  Kingdom  ofGreat  Britain  and  Ireland  on  Uic  S)th 
Octobor,  1618,  and  indefinitely  continued  by  the  convention 
between  the  same  parties,  signed  at  London  the  6tb  August, 
1897. 

Mr.  CHOATE  said  that  the  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia [Mr.  Arcbbr]  had  just  intimated  to  him 
that,  in  reference  to  the  speech  of  the  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania,  as  to  the  sentiments  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States  against  Great  Britain, 
lie  (Mr.  C.)  had  overstated  or  gone  beyond  the 
import  of  that  Senator's  observations  in  the  re- 
marks he  had  made  yesterday.  He  certainly  had 
no  intention  of  misquoting  or  misrepresenting 
anything  that  had  been  said;  and  he  could  not 
have  supposed  that  he  had  gone  beyond  the  Sen- 
ator's meaning,  if  it  had  not  been  intimated  to  him 
by  his  friend  from  Virginia  that  he  had  been  re- 
ported to  have  done  so.  In  justice  to  himself,  as 
well  as  to  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  it  was 
necessary  that  the  matter  should  be  corrected. 
He  would  examine  the  report  of  his  remarks  in 
the  Intelligencer,  and  compare  what  he  had  quoted 
from  Ihe  senator's  speech  with  the  exact  words 
used  by  the  Senator,  as  reported  in  a  former  num- 
ber of  the  Intelligencer;  and,  as  he  proposed  re- 
vising his  remarks  for  publication  in  an  authentic 
form,  he  would  undertake  to  state  in  that  revision 
the  Senator's  words  exactly.  He  had  great  pleas- 
ure in  making  this  explanation  at  the  suggestion 
of  his  friend  from  Virginia,  without  at  all  having 
had  any  communication  with  the  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  he  was  glad  that  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Massachusetts  [Mr. 
Croate]  had  voluntarily  done  him  this  much 
justice.  He  thought  if  ho  had  gone  further  and 
slated  that,  in  the  ardor  of  debate,  he  had  not 
correctly  stated  his  ^Mr.  R.'s]  observations,  ac- 
cording to  the  report  in  the  National  Intelligencer, 
he  would  have  done  better.  Certainly  he  had 
not  done  that.  He  [Mr.  C]  said:  "  If  he  had 
done  so."  Now,  it  did  appear  to  him  that  he 
had  clearly  done  so;  and  that  in  the  frankness 
and  candor  with  which  he  had  made  this  expla- 
nation, he  ought  to  have  sone  so  far  as  to  ac- 
knowledge it.  Surely,  neither  the  Senator  from 
Virginia  [Mr.  Archer]  nor  any  other  Senator, 
in  comparing  bis  remarks  with  the  Senator's 


speech,  as  reported  in  the  National  Intelligencer, 
with  paragraphs  quoted  from  his  (Mr.  B.'s) 
speech,  could  say  tiiat  the  one  corresponded  with 
the  other.        

Mr.  CHOATE  was  understood  to  say  that  he 
would  compare  his  own  speech  in  the  Intelligen- 
cer with  the  report  of  the  Senator's  speech,  from 
which  he  had  made  the  extract,  and,  in  bis  re- 
vision, make  the  necessary  correction.  He  could 
not  say  how  his  remarks  stood  reported  in  the 
Intelligencer,  and  therefore  could  not  say  whether 
he  was  reported  to  have  overstated  the  Senator's 
sentiments  or  pot;  but,  if  it  was  thus  reported, 
and  he  did  say  so,  it  was  certainly  unintentional. 
"The  report  might  be  incorrect,  or  be  might  him- 
self be  incorrect  in  the  quotation.  In  eiihei'  case 
he  would,  in  his  revisal,  make  the  necessary  cor- 
rectioni  Beyond  this  he  could  not  go.  Hecould 
not,  on  his  conscience,  remember  that, in  stating 
the  Senator's  sentiments,  he  had  gone  one  shade 
or  one  hair's  breadth  beyond  what  he  conceived, 
from'tlte  language  itself,  he  was  entitled  logo. 
He  could  not  suppose  he  would  say  a  thing  he 
did  not  mean  to  say;  and  therefore,  if  the  report 
represented  him  as  doing  so,  it  must  be  incorrect. 
It  was  not  impossible — indeed  it  was  very  prob- 
able— that  the  reporter  might  have  been  embar- 
rassed, in  distinguishing  between  what  a  speaker 
said'in  his  own  language,  and  in  quoting  the  lan- 
guage of  another.  He  could  easily  imagine  how, 
in  that  way,  a  reporter  might  be  mistaken  as  to 
what  was  actually  said  by  the  speaker  as  his 
own.  He  could  only  say  that  he  would  do  per- 
fect justice  to  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  in 
preparing  his  remarks  for  publication  in  an  au- 
thentic form. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  there  was  no  person  in 
the  world — no  member  of  this  Senate,  more  de- 
sirous of  avoiding  anything  like  such  a  difficulty 
than  he  was.  He  had  come  here  this  morning 
prepared  to  reply  to  the  whole  speech  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Choate.]  It 
seemed  that  he  [Mr,  C]  with  every  feeling,  be 
had  no  doubt,  of  doing  him  justice,  had  not  yet 
compared  the  report  of  his  own  speech  in  iheNa- 
tional  Intelligencer  with  the  paragraphs  of  bis 
(Mr.  B.'s)  speech.  He  should  not,  therefore, pro- 
ceed to  the  (lisr.ussion  of  this  question  to-day — 
at  least,  in  reply  to  the  remarks  of  that  Senator. 
All  he  wanteil,and  all  he  desired  was,  to  be  stated 
correctly  in  every  paragraph;  and  not  only  every 
paragraph,  but  every  sentence,  won),  and  sylla- 
ble, in  regard  to  the  question  in  dispute,  of  his 
own  speech  as  reported  in  the  Intelligencer,  he 
endorsed;  and  it  certainly  could  not  be  a  difficult 
matter  for  any  person  to  decide,  upon  comparing 
the  one  with  the  other,  how  the  matter  stood. 

He  would  go  on,  however,  this  evening,  and 
make  the  explanation  in  regard  lo  the  treaty, 
which  he  had  promised  to  nfiake;  and  which  he 
would  have  made  yesterday  morning,  but  that  he 
was  very  willing  to  yield  llie  floor  to  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts  for  his  explanation.  And  be 
would  be  as  brief  as  possible. 

If  ihere  was  any  man  in  this  world  who  de- 
sired to  do  strict  and  impartial  justice,  not  only 
to  those  at  home,  but  to  the  British  Government, 
it  was  himself.  And  the  proposition  which  ke 
had  kiated,  and  which  he  believed  to  be  able  to 
sustain  by  proof,  was,  that  the  British  Govern- 
ment, at  the  time  when  they  sent  Lord  Aahbnrton 
here  to  negotiate  the  treaty — about  which,  he 
trusted  he  should  never  have  occasion  to  say  so- 
other word — were  in  possession  of  a  map,  of  such 
high  authenticity,  that,  in  the  opinion  of  British 
statesmen,  it  would  have  settleil  the  question  at 
issue  between  that  Government  and  the  United 
Stales,  and  set  it  at  rest  for  all  future  time.  That 
they  bad  full  knowledge  of  the  existence  of  this 
map,  was  absolutely  certain — though  he  hoped 
the  fact  might  not  be  so  that  the  knowledge  of  lbs 
existence  of  this  map  was  communicated  to  Lord 
Ashburton.  If  Lord  Ashburton  were  to  say,  at 
any  time,  that  he  was  not,  while  negotiator  hen, 
aware  of  such  a  map  being  in  existence,  heshoaM 
implicitly  believe  his  word.  But  before  he  pro- 
ceeded to  make  further  comments,  he  should  be? 
leave  to  ask  the  clerk  to  read,  first,  what  was  said 
by  Sir  Robert  Peel,  and  secondly,  by  Lord 
Brougham,  on  this  subject. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Senate  then  read  from 
Hansard's  Parliamentary  Debates  the  followinj 
passage  from  Sir  Robert  Peel's  speech:- 

"But  there iaalUlaaottaer  map.  Ueie, la  Ibis eo«siiy,is 
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tbe  lihimry  of  th«  lite  King,  wma  depo«ited  a  oruip  by  Mi^ 
cbell  of  tbe  date  1753.  Ttiat  map  wa«  in  tlie  poMemion  of 
the  late  King,  and  it  was  aluo  in  tlie  poasenFion  of  ttiu  nnble 
lord,  but  tit;  did  not  communicate  itit  contents  to  Mr-  Web- 
Mrr.  It  is  marked  by  a  broad  red  line  ;  and  on  that  line  is 
written,  *  Boundary  aj  dencribed  by  our  negntiator.Mr.  Oa> 
wald  ;'  and  that  line  fuJIowB  the  claim  of  tlie  United  SlafeM. 
That  map  wait  on  an  extended  scale.  It  wax  in  poKsefsion 
of  the  late  King,  who  wa.  particularly  curious  in  reaped  to 
cencrapliical  inquiries.  On  tbat  map.  I  repeat,  in  placed  the 
bouudan'  line — tbat  claimed  by  the  United^^tates — and  on 
four  different  places  on  that  line,  *  Boundary  as  described 
by  Oswald.'  Now,  I  do  not  say  that  that  was  the  boundary 
Qltimatety  settled  by  the  negotiators;  but  nothing  can  be 
more  lUlscioos  than  founding  a  claira  upon  cotemporary 
mail*,  unless  yon  can  also  pnive  tliat  they  were  adopted  by 
thenecotiaiors;  and,  when  Uie  noble  lord  lakes  it  I'orgranled 
that,  if  we  had  resorted  lo  arbitration,  we  shnnld  have  been 
fucceasfbl  in  obtaining  our  claims,  1  cannot  help  thinking 
tbat  the  matter  would  be  open  to  much  discussion.  1  do  not 
believe  thai  that  claim  of  the  negotiators  was  well  founded 
— that  it  is  a  claim  which  tbe  negotiators  intended  to  ratify. 
1  cannot  say  either  that  the  inquiries  which  have  been  in- 
stituted since  Mr.  Sparkes's  discovery  have  materially 
■trengtbened  my  conviction  either  way.  1  think  they  leave 
matter*  much  as  they  were;  and  nothing,  I  think,  can  be 
more  delusive  than  the  expectation  that,  if  tlic  ^question 
were  referred  to  arbitration,  the  decision  would  Inevitably 
bare  been  given  In  your  hivor  in  consequence  of  the  evi- 
dence of  maps,  which  would  not  be  regarded  as  maps  rec- 
ognixed  by  tbe  negotiators  Uieniselvcs.  And  then,  sir,  with 
reference  to  the  maps  discovered  subsequently  to  the  con- 
clasion  of  the  negotiations  conducted  by  Lord  Ashburton. 
The  noble  lord  opposite  has  stated  that  his  predecessor  in 
office  had  made  all  possible  inquiry  into  the  matter,  and  pos- 
sessed all  the  elements  of  inl'oriiialion  connected  with  it. 
Lord  Ashbtirlnn,  tlien,  had  a  right  to  draw  llic  same  con- 
elQsion.  He  had  a  right  to  presume  tbat  he  was  sent 
•brfiad  in  possession  of  all  the  elements  of  information  on 
which  a  satisfactory  conclusion  could  be  come  to;  and, 
therefore,  the  subM;qnent  discovery  of  the  uinp  in  Paris, 
•Ten  if  it  could  be  positively  connected  with  Dr.  Franklin's 
dispatch,  would  be  no  ground  for  the  impeachment  of  the 
treaty  of  Lord  Ashburton,  or  for  proving  that  he  had  not 
ably  and  honorably  discharged  his  duties.  If  blame  should 
fall  upon  any  one,  it  should  fall  upon  those  who  have  been 
conducting  these  negotiations  for  years.*' 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  then  forwarded  to  the  Sec- 
retary's table  another  volume  of  Haneard's  De- 
bates, from  which  the  clerk  read  Lord  Brough- 
am's remarks,  as  follows: 

<*  A  great  charge  against  Mr.  Webster  (s,  that  he  snp 
prsased  the  map  of  Dr.  Franklin  in  the  course  of  the  nego- 
tiation ;  and  this  suppression  has  been  said  to  savor  vt'  bad 
Ibith.    I  deny  it.    i  deny  tliat  a  negotiator,  in  carrying  on 
a  controversy,  as  representing  his  own  country,  with  a  for- 
eign country,  is  bound  to  disclose  to  ihe  other  party  what- 
ever he  may  know  that  tells  against  his  own  country,  and 
fur  the  opposite  party.    I  deny  that  he  is  bound,  any  more 
than  an  advocate  b  bound  to  tell  the  court  all  tlinl  he  deems 
to  make  against  his  own  client  and  for  his  adversary.    My 
noble  friend,  Lord  Ashburton,  has  been  objected  to^my 
noble  friend  opposite  has  been  blamed  for  selecting  hitn — 
because  he  is  not  a  regular  bred  diplomatist ;  becatise  he  is 
not  acquainted  witti  diplomatic  lore  ;  because  be  is  a  plain, 
uttletlered  man  as  regards  diplomatic  alTairs;  and  because 
1m  bad  only  the  guide  of  common  honesty  and  common 
sensM,  great  eipcrienee  of  men,  great  gciiAal  knowledge,  a 
tborongh  acquainunce  with  the  interests  of  his  own  coun- 
try ana  of  the  country  he  was  sent  to,  for  his  guide  in  the 
maiters  he  was  to  negotiate.    But  1  believe  my  noble  friend 
lias  yet  to  learn  this  one  lesson — that  it  is  tlie  duty  of  ex 
perienced  diplomatists,  of  regular  bred  politicians,  of  tbose 
who  have  grown  gray  in  the  mysteries  of  negotiation  and 
tbe  art  of  statescnift,that  when  you  are  sent  to  represent  a 
country,  and  lo  gel  tbe  best  teniis  you  can  for  it,  to  lower 
the  terms  of  the  opposite  party,  nnd  to  exalt  the  terms  of 
your  own,  as  faras  may  be — you  ought,  first  of  all,  to  dis- 
<loae  all  the  weaknesses  of  your  own  case — that  your  duty 
to  your  country  is  something,  but  tliat  your  duty  is  first  to 
the  opposite  pariy,  and  tbat  you  are  bound  to  tell  every- 
thing that  makes  fortbaiadverse  party.    That  is  your  duty  ; 
tbat  is  one  of  those  arts  of  diplomacy  which  have  Iain  con- 
cealed aotil  the  present  year,  161.'i — one  of  those  priiioiplet 
of  eitttearoansbip  which  It  remained  for  the  sixth  of  Victo- 
ria to  produce  and  promulgate,  but  which  were  assuredly 
not  quite  understood  by4bat  old  French  statesman,  albeit 
trained  in  tbe  diplomatic  school,  who  said  that  language 
liad  been  conferred  upon  men  by  Providence  for  tlie  purpose 
of  concealing  their  thoughts.    This  was  a  leiMon  he  had 
jrat  to  tears,  this  regular  bred  diplomatist — this  practiced 
nesniiator.    He  eer laiuly  could  nut  have  thought  that  it  was 
Ilia  doty  to  place  a  window  in  his  bosom,  and  let  every  one 
see  wliat  passed  in  his  mind. 

*•  But  it  was  tlie  duty,  it  seems,  of  my  noble  friend  to  tell 
nil,  and  it  was  equally  the  reciprocal  duty  of  Mr.  Webster 
to  do  tbe  same-  It  was  my  noble  friend's  duty  to  dii<cIose 
nil  that  be  bad  found  out  against  the  negotiation  he  went  to 
conduct.  That  was  tbe  new  art,  the  new  mystery,  the  new 
sllocoveryof  1043;  but  I  find  my  honorable  friend,  Mr.  Web- 
nier,  has  great  authority,  and  that  even  if  lie  wera  wrong, 
]i«  crra  in  ezc^leotgood  company.  Itdoes  so  happen  that 
there  was  a  map  pubiished  by  the  King's  geograplier  in  this 
countiy  in  the  reign  of  His  Mi^esiy  George  If  1.,  and  here 
I  could  appeal  to  an  illiMtrious  duke  whom  I  now  see, 
«rla«ttaer  that  monareb  was  not  as  little  likely  to  err  from 
nny  Ibllness  of  attachment  towards  America,  as  any  one 
of  his  faithful  suMects.'  [The  Duke  ofCainbridge:  Hear.] 
Because  be  well  knows  that  there  was  no  one  thing  which 
liis  rcTcred  parent  bad  so  much  at  heart  as  the  separation 
frora  America,  and  there  was  nothing  he  deplored  so  much 
as  tbat  separation  having  taken  place.  The  King's  gcog. 
raplier,  Mr.  Paden,  published  his  map  in  178.3,  whicli  con- 
tains, not  tbe  British,  but  the  Americauline.  Why  did  not  my 
noble  friend  take  over  a  copy  of  tbat  map.'  My  noble  friend 
opposite  (Lord  Aberdeen]  is  a  candid  man ;  he  is  an  ezpe- 


rienoed  diplomatist,  both  abroad  and  at  home ;  he  Is  not 
unlettered,  but  thoroughly  conversant  in  all  the  crafts  of 
diplomacy  and  stalesninnship.  Why  did  he  conceal  this 
map?  We  liave  a  riglit  to  complain  of  that ;  and  I,  on  tbe 
part  of  America,  complain  of  that.  You  ought  to  have  sent 
out  the  map  of  Mr.  Faden,  and  snid,  *  this  is  George  the 
Third's  map.'  But  it  never  occurred  to  my  noble  friend  to 
do  so.  Then,  two  years  after  Mr.  Faden  published  that 
map,  another  was  published,  and  that  tmik  the  British  line. 
This,  however,  came  out  aHer  the  boundary  had  become 
matter  of  controversy,  post  litum  motom.  But,  atoll  events, 
iiiy  noble  friend  had  to  contend  with  the  force  of  the  argu- 
ment against  Mr.  Webster,  and  America  had  a  right  to  tbe 
benefit  of  both  maps.  My  nnble  friend  oppoaite  never  sent 
it  over,  and  nobody  ever  blamed  him  for  it. 

"Bui  that  wa<not  all.  What  if  there  was  another  map 
containing  the  American  line,  and  never  corrected  at  all 
by  subsequent  chart,  coming  from  the  same  custody  ?  And 
what  if  that  map  came  out  of  the  custody  of  a  person  high 
in  office  in  this  country — nay,  what  if  it  came  out  of  the 
custody  of  the  highest  functionary  of  all — of  George  111. 
himself?  I  know  that  map;  I  know  a  map  which  I  can 
trace  to  the  custody  of  Geo^e  111.,  and  on  which  there  is 
the  American  line  and  not  the  English  line,  and  upon  which 
there  is  a  note,  that,  trom  the  handwriting,  as  it  has  been 
described  to  me,  makes  me  think  it  was  the  note  of  George 
111.  himself:  '  This  is  the  line  of  Mr.  Oswald's  treaty  in 
1763,'  written  tliri*e  or  four  times  upon  the  face  of  it.  Now, 
suppose  this  should  occur — I  do  not  know  that  it  has  hap- 
pened, but  It  may  occur  to  a  Eiecretary  of  State  f<ir  Foreign 
Affairs — either  to  my  nnbte  friend  or  Lord  Palinerston,  who, 
I  understand,  by  common  report,  takes  a  great  interest  in 
the  questioo  ;  and  thougii  he  may  not  altogether  approve  of 
the  treaty,  he  may  peradventure  envy  the  success  which 
attended  it,  for  it  was  a  success  which  did  not  attend  any 
of  his  own  American  negotiations.  But  it  is  po,tsible  that 
my  noble  friend  or  Lord  l»aIlner!*ton  may  liave  discovered 
that  tliere  was  this  map.  because  George  the  Third's  lilirary, 
by  the  munificence  of  George  IV.,  was  given  to  the  Brilisli 
Museum,  and  this  map  must  hnve  been  there;  hut  it  is  a 
curious  circumstance  that  it  is  no  Innj^er  there.  I  suppose 
it  must  have  been  uken  out  of  the  British  Museum  for  the 
purpose  of  being  sent  overlo  my  noble  friend  in  America; 
and  that,  according  to  the  new  doctrines  of  diplomacy,  he 
was  bound  to. have  used  it  when  there,  in  order  to  show 
that  he  had  no  case— that  be  had  not  a  leg  to  stand  upon. 
Why  did  he  not  take  it  over  with  him ,'  Probably  he  did 
not  know  uf  its  existence.  I  am  told  that  it  is  not  now  in 
the  British  Museum,  but  that  it  is  in  the  Foreign  Office. 
Pftibably  it  was  known  to  exist;  but,  somehow  or  other, 
that  map,  which  entirely  destroys  our  pretensions  and  gives 
all  to  the  Americans,  has  been  removed  finm  the  British 
Museum,  and  is  now  to  be  found  at  tlie  Foreign  Office, 
Explain  it  as  yon  will,  that  is  the  simple  fact,  that  this  im- 
ponant  map  was  removed  from  tlie  innscum  lo  the  office, 
and  itnt  in  the  time  of  my  noble  friend,  [Lord  Aberdeen."] 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.  A  very  few  obser*ations 
would  sufRee  to  make  f;ood  the  first  allegation; 
and  that  was,  that  the  British  Government,  at  the 
time  of  the  mission  of  Lord  Ashburton,  were  in 
possession  of  a  map  of  such  high  authority,  of 
such  commanding  influence,  that  it  would,  ac- 
cording to  the  language  of  Lord  Brougham,  settle 
the  claims  of  America  to  the  disputed  territory 
beyond  all  contention.  Now,  he  would  advert 
for  two  or  three  moments  to  the  nature  and  char- 
acter uf  this  map. 

Richard  Oawald  was  the  negotiator  of  the  pro- 
visional article  of  peace,  signed  at  Paris  on  the 
30ih  of  November,  178*^.  He  had  compared  the 
provisional  article  with  Ihe  adopted  treaty,  and 
ihey  were,  word  for  word,  and  syHable  for  sylla- 
ble, and  letter  for  letter,  the  same;  'so  that  the 
boundaries  of  the  United  States  were  fixed  by 
the  provisional  treaty  on  the  30th  of  November, 
1782,  The  article  contained  in  the  treaty  of  the 
3d  Deceml>er,  1783,  was  but  a  copy.  Mr.  Oswald 
was  not  the  negotiator  of  the  treaty  of  1783;  but 
it  was  negotiated  by  Mr,  David  Hartley. 

It  was  perfectly  well  known  from  history  that 
George  HI.  considered  the  provinces  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  as  the  most  precious  jewel  of  his  crown. 
He  adhered  to  them  with  the  grasp  of  fate;  and 
even  when  Lord  North  was  willing  to  close  the 
revolutionary  war,  and  grant  this  country  inde- 
pendence, George  HI.  still  persisted  in  carrying 
on  the  war,  hoping  against  hope  that  he  would 
ultimately  be  able  to  subdue  the  country.  He 
took  the  deepest  and  most  lively  interest  in  the 
question;  and  was  it  not  probable — was  it  not  ab- 
solutely certain — that,  when  Richard  Oswald 
returned  from  Paris  to  Lonilon,  the  firstand  most 
anxious  inquiry  of  his  Majesty  was,  "  where  is 
■he  boundary  line  of  my  dominions  in  Amer- 
ica?" 

George  IIL,as  history  represented  him,  wasa 
man  probably  of  narrow  prejudices,  to  a  certain 
extent,  but  of  sound  judgment,  and  personally  a 
sovereign  of  incorruptible  integrity.  Those  best 
calculated  to  judge  of  his  abilities  had  spoken  of 
them  in  the  highest  terms.  Mr.  B.  referred  to  an 
interview  between  him,  Mr.  Wesley,  and  Dr. 
Johnson.  When  Mr.  Adams,  our  first  minister, 
was  introduced  to  George  III,,  his  reply  was 
characteristic  and  honorable.    Hesaiit:  "  I  have 


been  the  Inst  man  in  my  dominions  to  accede  (o 
the  peace  which  separates  the  United  States  from 
my  kingdom,  I  will  be  the  first  man,  now  that 
it  is  made,  to  resist  any  attempt  to  infringe  upon 
it."  In  the  library  of  that  monarch  we  find  a 
map;  and  a  map  marked  according  to  the  testi- 
mony of  both  Sir  Robert  Peel  and  Mr.  Brougham, 
so  as  to  give  to  the  Americans  all  that  they 
claimed. 

On  this  map  was  marked,  in  four  different 
places,  not  *'  the  bouitdary  line  of  Mr.  Oswald  S 
treaty;"  not  of  "  the  treaty  of  peace  between  the 
two  countries;"  but  "  the  boundary  as  daeribed 
by  Mr.  Oswald."  Was  it  not  conclusive  ?  Was  it 
not  convincing,  either  that  Oswald  himself  had 
described  this  boundary,  er  that  the  boundarjr 
was  described  by  some  person  under  hii^direo 
tion.' 

It  was  stated  by  Lord  Brougham,  from  all  the 
information  he  had  received,  tjiat  this  sentence, 
four  times  marked  along  the  line,  was  in  the  hand- 
writing of  George  UI.  himself.  Here  was  the 
highest  and  most  conclusive  evidence;  here  waa 
the  sovereign  who  had  bad  wrested  from  him  the 
whole  territory  of  the  United  States,  acknowl- 
edging, himself,  that  the  boundary  line  described 
by  Oswald  was  the  boundary  between  his  North 
American  provinces  and  the  United  States;  and 
that  the  description  embraced  the  whole  claim  of 
the  United  States.  A  document  of  this  kind  was 
absolutely  conclusive.  It  was  but  a  matter  of 
history  now,  to  be  sure — nothing  more;  it  could 
do  neither  good  nor  harm.  But  Sir  Robert  Peet 
himself,  in  this  speech  of  his,  declared,  after  de- 
scribing the  map,  that,  "  indeed,  he  did  not  be- 
lieve the  claim  of  the  Government  of  Great  Brit- 
ain was  well-founded;  that  it  was  a  claim  which 
the  negotiators  intended  to  ratify." 

Sir  Robert  Peel  could  do  no  more  than  make 
this  acknowledgment,  after  the  high  testimony 
which  he  had  presented  lo  the  House  of  Commons. 
How  was  this  map  removed  from  the  library  of 
George  III,?  We  were  told  thatit  was  given  by  hie 
son  and  successor  (George  IV.)  to  the  British  Mu- 
seum; and  it  wan  traced  f^rom  the  British  Museum 
to  tlie  Foreign  Office  at  the  time  Lord  Palmerston 
was  Secretary  of  Foreign  Affairs.      , 

Mr.  B.  thought  it  was  intimated  by  his  friend 
from  Virginia  [Mr.  Rivbs]  that  there  was  no 

firoof  to  show  that  Ihe  present  Ministry  of  Eng- 
and  knew  anything  of  the  existence  of  this  map. 
Was  that  possible.'  Traiisferred  from  the  British 
Museum,  where  it  waa  public,  where' the  eye  of 
some  American  might  be  fixed  upon  it;  transferred 
to  the  archives  of  the  Foreign  Oilice  at  the  time 
Lord  Palmerston  was  Secretary  of  Foreign  Af- 
fairs; and  yet  that  Ihe  successor  of  Lord  Palmer- 
ston should  not  have  known  of  its  existence? 
Why,  it  was  the  most  important  object  in  rela- 
tion to  the  treaty  in  existence,  on  the  face  of  the 
earth;  and  if  Lord  Palmerston  had  had  that  doc- 
ument removed  from  the  archives  of  the  Foreign 
Office,  it  would  have  been  staled  in  this  speech  of 
Sir  Robert  Peel  that  such  a  map  had  never  come 
to  his  knowledge  or  to  the  knowledge  of  the  pres- 
ent British  Minister.  He  speaks  of  it  throughout 
as  n  thing  perfectly  well  known. 

it  waa  highly  probable — nay,  almost  certain — 
that  this  map  found  in  the  library  of  George  III. 
was  the  very  map  from  which  Mr.  Paden,  the 
royal  geographer,  drew  his  map  of  1783,  alluded 
to  by  Mr.  Peel. 

"  Dul  there  is  still  anmher  map.  Rere,  in  this  country 
—in  the  library  of  the  late  King,  was  deposited  a  map,  by 
Milchell,nf  the  date  of  1753;  that  map  was  in  the  posses- 
sion of  tile  late  King,  and  it  was  also  in  the  possession  of 
the  nnble  lord  ;  but  lie  did  not  communicate  iu  contenu  to 
Mr.  Webster." 

That  "noble  lord"  was  Lord  Palmerston,  and 
not  Lord  Ashburton.  He  (Mr.  B.)  made  this 
correction  with  extreme  pleasure.  Whether  it 
would  be  of  any  service  oi^  not,  would  appear 
hereafter.    Sir  Robert  Peel  continued: 

"It  is  marked  by  a  broad  red  line;  and  on  that  line 
is  written  *  boundary,  as  described  by  our  negotiator,  Mr. 
Oswald,'  and  that  line  follows  the  claim  of  the  Unite:! 
States.  That  map  was  on  an  extended  scale.  It  was  in 
possession  of  tbe  late  King,  who  was  poniculariy  curious 
in  respect  to  geographical  inquiries," 

In  Ihe  face  of  all  that  passed  in  the  House  of 
Commons  and  the  House  of  Lords,  it  was  slated, 
by  some  anonymous  person,  in  a  note  to  which 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Virginia  [Mr.  RivEt] 
had  adverted,  nt  the  close  of  a  pamphlet  in  his 
possession,  and  which  that  Senator  had  kindly 
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giren  him— that  "  w«  hare  authority  for  stating 
that  Lord  Aberdeen  has  said  that  he  was  not 
personally  aware  of  the  existence  of  this  map 
until  after  the  conclusion  of  treaty;  and  Lord 
Ashburton  was  equally  ignorant  or  it  till  his  re- 
turn to  England."  This  was  said  by  whom? 
Had  Lord  Ashburlon  said  so  himself?  Had  he 
ever  communicated  the  fact  to  any  one  ?  Had 
the  House  of  Commons,  or  any  person  there, 
pretended  to  dispute  the  fact  that  the  map  was 
In  the  archives  of  the  Foreign  Office  when  Lord 
Aberdeen  and  Sir  Robert  Peel  came  into  power? 
It  was  impossible  that  such  an  important  docu- 
ument  could  have  escaped  the  notice  nf  Lord 
Aberdeen  for  more  than  a  year.  Lord  Aberdeen 
bad  never  said  so  himself;  and  the  time  to  make 
the  declaration  would  have  been  whon  the  debate 
was  proceeding  in  Parliament;and  when  Sir  Rob- 
ert  Peel  himself  acknowledged  that  the  British 
Oovernment  had  no  right  to  the  claim  which  it 
had  set  up.  It  might  be  that  Lord  Ashburton 
was  ignorant  of  the  existence  of  this  map.  It 
was  possible,  but  it  was  scarcely  within  the  lim- 
its of  the  most  remote  probability.  But  this  same 
anonymous  author  (it  was  not  known  who  he 
was)  says,  in  a  note  to  this  declaration  of  Sir 
Robert  Peel,  that  in  another  report  of  the  debate. 
Sir  Robert  Peel  did  not  say  that  *'  he  did  not 
believe  the  claim  of  Great  Britain  was  well  found- 
ed,"&c. 

On  the  other  page  there  was  a  material  difler- 
ene«.  Instead  of  saying  the  British  claim  was 
**not  well  founded,'*  he  says  "it  was  well 
founded." 

But  was  this  note  of  an  anonymous  author  to 
be  conripared  with  the  reports  of  the  debate,  pub- 
lished in  Hansard's  Parliamentary  Debates?  It 
was  for  a  man  having  no  responsibility  to  make 
any  assertion  he  pleased ;  and  it  was  for  that  rea- 
son he  wished  to  do  justice  to  all  parties,  that  he 
had  refused  to  make  any  explanation,  until  he 
saw  these  reports  of  the  debate.  He  did  not  know 
that  they  wereforrecled .  He  supposed  they  were; 
but  the  Senator  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Rivcs]  pro- 
bably knew.  ThatSenator,actingon  hisown  high 
sense  of  honor,  had  declared  that  no  epithet  of 
language  viould  be  strong  enough  to  express  the 
infamy  which  must  attach  itself  to  a  Government 
which  could  conduct  its  high  diplomatic  inter- 
course in  such  a  manner. 

Lord  Aberdeen  was  sitting  by  Lord  Brougham, 
when  he  made  his  speech,  and  was  appealed  to 
more  than  once  by  Lord  Brougham.  He  agreed 
with  the  Senator  from  Virginia  as  to  the  immo- 
rality of  such  a  transaction;  but  he  did  not  think 
that  it  deserved  such  severe  censure;  and  there- 
fore he  had  stated  the  simple  fact  as  he  understood 
it;  and  made  use  of  no  epithet  whatever  to  char- 
acterize it.  He  left  it  to  the  Senate  to  draw  their 
own  conclusions;  but  did  not  the  Senator  [Mr. 
Rives]  perceive  that  this  severe  term — if  it  were 
true  that  Great  Britain  was  in  possession  of  this 
map — applied  now  to  that  Government? — that  he 
had  been  casting  the  strongest  censure  upon  them  ? 
He  agreed  with  the  Senator  from  Virginia,  that 
diplomacy  in  modern  times  was  much  fairer  than 
it  was  in  ancient  times.  He  did  not  agree  with 
Lord  Brougham  in  the  opinion  advanced  by  that 
statesman — that  it  was  not  immoral  in  any  Gov- 
ernment having  conclusive  evidence  in  their  pos- 
session that  their  claim  was  unjust,  to  prosecute 
that  claim  to  thevery  point  of  applying  the  match 
to  the  cannon.  According  to  this  system  of  di- 
plomacy, the  negotiator  stood  precisely  in  the 
condition  of  a  lawyer  towards  his  client.  The 
negotiator  is  bound  in  no  case  to  show  his  hand. 
He  expressly  stated — and  a  most  eccentric  gen- 
tleman Lord  Brougham  was — that  he  denied  tiiat 
the  negotiator,  in  carrying  on  a  correspondence 
with  a  foreign  country,  was  more  bound  to  dis- 
close to  the  other  party  whatever  he  might  know 
against  the  claim  of  his  own  Govei;nment,  than 
an  advocate  at  the  bar  was  to  disclose  anything 
that  would  make  his  ease  appear  in  a  bad  light. 

Now,  in  the  opinion  ofLord  Brougham,  if  Lord 
Ashburton  had  had  this  map  in  his  pocket,  he 
would  have  been  obliged  to  conceal  it,  as  a  law- 
yer would  be  obliged  to  conceal  unfavorable  tes- 
timony; and  while  he  agreed  with  the  Senator 
from  Virginia  in  condemning  the  concealment  of 
such  evidence,  yet,  according  to  Lord  Brougham, 
it  Wtis  perfectly  justifiable,  and  it  would  be  absurd 
to  make  the  fact  known.  He  should  not  repeat 
what  that  stateinuui  had  said  upon  the  subject, 


becauseithadalready  been  read.  Lord  Brousham  | 
came  out  as  strong  ns  Sir  Robert  Peel,  and  admits 
that  a  production  of  this  map  would  have  ended 
all  controversy  in  future,  on  the  subject  nf  this 
claim.  Was  Lord  Ashburton  acquainted  with 
the  existence  of  this  map  ?  That  he  was  not  the 
"  noble  lord  "  referred  to  by  Sir  Robert  Peel,  he 
freely  and  frankly  admitted;  but  would  it  not  re; 
quire  a  mantle  of  charity  broader  than  ever  was 
bestowed  upon  any  man,  to  believe  that  the  Brit- 
ish Government,  being  in  possession  of  this  map— 
the  map  itself  being  ill  the  Foreign  Office — would 
(contrary  to  the  opinions  of  Sir  Ifobert  Peel  and 
Lord  Brougham)  send  Lord  Ashburton  here,  en- 
tirely ignorant  of  its  existence?  that  they  would 
have  sent  him  here  without  a  copy  of  the  map? 
The  original,  he  auppospd,  was  so  precious  that 
it  would  not  have  been  permitted  to  be  taken  from 
the  Foreign  Office.  The  tningwns  possible.  Lord 
Ashburton 's  character  might  have  been  so  high 
that  they  were  afraid  to  trust  a  man  of  his  honor 
with  a  knowledge  of  the  fact.  He  believed,  from 
what  he  knew  of  Lord  Ashburton,  that  he  was  a 
man  of  the  highest  chnracter,and  might  have  acted 
according  to  the  mode  indicated  by  the  Senator 
from  Virginia — that  was, exhibited  his  testimony. 
It  would  have  satisfied  his  own  conscience  that 
:he  British  had  no  title  to  the  territory  in  dispute. 
It  was  possible  Lord  Ashburton  was  ignorant  of 
the  fact.  He  hoped  it  was  so;  and  if  ever  it 
should  appear  to  be  so,  nay,  if  Lord  Ashburton 
himself  should  ever  declare  it  to  be  so,  he  w&uld 
rise  instantly  in  his  place  in  this  Senate,  lake  his 
own  word  for  it,  and  do  him  moat  ample  Justice. 
In  the  mean  time,  he  declared  most  solemnly  that 
he  hoped  it  was  so. 

There  was  a  sentence,  however,  in  Sir  Robert 
Peel's  speech  which  says  that  Lord  Ashburton 
"  had  a  right  to  presume  that  he  was  sent  abroad 
in  possession  of  all  the  elements  of  information 
on  which  a  satisfactory  conclusion  could  be  come 
to,  and  therefore  the  subsequent  discovery  of  the 
map  in  Paris,  even  if  it  could  be  positively  con- 
nected with  Dr.  Fraifklin's  dispatch,  would  be  no 
ground  for  the  impeachment  of  the  treaty  of  Lord 
Ashburton,  or  for  proving  that  he  has  not  ably 
discharged  his  duties." 

(Now.  Lord  Ashburton  was  present — ho  pre- 
sumed he  was — in  the  House— ^ — 

'  Mr.  RIVES  and  other  Senators  said  the  Sen- 
ator from  Pennsylvania  was  mistaken.  Lord  Ash- 
burton was  not  present  at  the  debate. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.  It  made  no  difference.  He 
undoubtedly  saw  the  debate  in  the  papers  next 
morning;  if  he  were  not  present  on  the  evening  of 
the  debate,  perhaps  he  was  the  first  man  who  ex- 
amined it.  If  the  British  Government  had  sent 
him  abroad,  ignorant  of  the  existence  of  this  most 
imporlant  document,  and  imposed  upon  him  the 
difficulty  of  making  this  treaty,  would  he  not  have 
declarea  at  once  his  igAornnce  of  its  existence  ? 
Would  it  not  have  concerned  his  honor  to  make 
this  declaration  to  the  whole  world  ?  He  was 
afraid,  however,  that  his  lordship  entertained  the 
same  views  with  regard  to  the  duties  of  a  negoti- 
ator as  were  entertained  by  Sir  Robert  Peel  in  the 
House  of  Commons  and  Lord  Brougham  in  the 
House  of  Lords— that  it  was  not  the  duty  of  a 
minister  to  produce  any  evidence  weighing  against 
the  title  of  his  Government,  however  unfounded 
that  title  might  be;  and  it  was  for  this  reason  that 
he  had  studiously  avoided  applying  any  epithets. 
He  had  presented  nothing  more  than  facts  to  the 
Senate.  It  appeared  to  him  a  very  strange  dis- 
cussion in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  and 
he  was  very  sorry  for  it;  but  it  appeared  indis- 

gensable  to  him  to  make  this  explanation.  If  the 
enator  from  Virginia  could  convincn  the  Senate 
that  Lord  Ashburton  was  ignorant  of  the  exist- 
ence of  this  map,  he  was  not  aware  that  it  would 
aflTord  any  man  more  pleasure  than  himself  to 
acknowledge  it, 

Mr.  RIVES  understood  the  Senator  to  say  the 
other  day,  thiR  having  made  a  charge  implicating 
the  character  of  Lord  Ashburlon,  he  would  ex- 
amine the  authenticated  report  of  the  debates  in 
parliament,  and<«f  he  found  the  charge  unfounded, 
he  would  make  the  necessary  correction.  But 
what  was  now  the  fact?  After  examining  and 
producing  to  the  Senate  the  authentic  report  of 
the  debates,  and  having  failed  to  establish  the 
charge;  having,  in  fact,  shown  that  there  was 
not  tne  slightest  proof  that  Lord  Ashburton  had 
any  knowledge,  much  less  possession  of  the  map. 


instead  of  making  the  correction  promised,  th« 
Senator  tried  to  sustain  the  charge  by  throwing 
the  negative  proof  on  Lord  Ashburton  himsci?. 
The  Senator  merely  argued  that  this  map  bein« 
in  possession  of  the  British  Gnvcrnment,  it  wa> 
almost  impossible  that  it  wotlld  not  be  comniiini- 
cated  to  Lord  Asliburton — coming  here  in  setilt 
the  matter  by  treaty.  He  assumes  a  possibility, 
or  probability,  and  throws  the  proof  negatively 
on  the  person  so  charged. 

Mr.  R.  referred  to  the  report  of  the  Senator'! 
speech  in  the  Intelligencer,  and  quoted  patmrca 
from  il,  alleging  that  Lord  Ashburton  had  in  hia 
pocket  a  copy  of  the  map,  found  in  the  library  of 
George  III.,  at  the  very  time  he  was  negotiaiiog 
for  a  territory  he  must  have  known  he  was  not 
entitled  to  claim,    Mr.  R,  also  dwelt  on  theSen- 
ator's  reliance  upon  statements  mnde  by  Lorn 
Brougham,  without  considering  the  spirit  and  in- 
tention with  which  they  were  made,  or  the  cir- 
cumstances that  gave  rise  to  them.   The  spirit  of 
,  the  whole  debate  in  both  the  House  of  Commoni 
|i  and  House  of  Lords,  showed  thatit  wastocoon- 
literact    Lord    Palmerston's  arraignment    of  Sir 
,|  Robert  Peel  for  letting  himself  be  overreached  by 
1 1  Mr,  Webster,  that  the  retort  was  throfrn  back 
j>  upon  Lord  Palmerslon,  ihnihehimscirhiid,wben 
!|  in  office,  acted  as  Mr,  Webster  was  alleged  to 
i|  have  acted  in  reference  to  the  map  found  by  Mr. 
'I  Sparks  in  Paris,    The  conduct  of  Mr.  Webster 
1 1  had   been  held  up  as  an  evidence  of  bad  faith, 
Ij  before  the  House  of  Commons  and  the  world,  in 
i'  not  having  produced  the  map  found  in  Paria  by 
1 1  Mr.  Sparks;  and  the  object  of  Sir  Robert  Peel  in 
V  the  House  of  Commons,  and  of  Lord  Brougham 
Il  in  the    House  nf  Lords,  was  to  show  that  the 

I  charge  of  bad  faith  (if  there  was  any  in  matters 

I I  of  such  diplomacy)  was  as  applicable  to  one  aide 
'  as  to  the  other. 

I      Mr.  R.  then  proceeded  to  show  that  the  vholt 
1 1  tenor  of  Lord  Brougham's  remarks  was  ironical; 
his  design  being  to  bring  home  to  the  door  of 
!|  Lord  Palmerston,  the  accuser  of  Mr.  Webster, 
the  fact  that  he  had  been  guilty  of  the  veryaanie 
';  thing  that  he  charged  upon  Mr,  Webster,    The 
drift  and  spirit  or  Lord  Brougham's  argoment 
went  to  show  that  the  removal  of  the  map  U)  the 
Foreign  Office  was  not  in  the  time  of  Lord  Aber- 
deen's being  in  office,  but  during  the  time  Lord 
Palmerston  himself  was  in  office. 

He  was  surprised  that  the  Senator  from  Penn- 
sylvania, finding  the  debates  did  not  sustain  hii 
charge,  had  not  frankly  avowed  hismiatake;anii 
he  was  still  more  surprised  to  find  that,  after  Ihc 
Senator  had  himself  produced  evidence  that  hia 
charge  coultTnot  be  maintained  by  the  source  he 
made  it  from,  he  should  throw  the  negative  pioet 
on  Lord  Ashburton,  of  denyiiig  that  he  had  any 
knowledge  or  possession  of  such  a  map. 

He  was  not  the  sponsor  of  Lord  Ashburton. 
He  stood  up  as  Ihe  vindicator  of  the  dignity  and 
generosity  of  the  Senate  in  relation  to  what  ema- 
nated from  il,  touching  a  distinguished  funrtion- 
ary  of  another  Government,  who  had,  daring  the 
term  of  his  diplomacy  here,  as  well  as  upon  all 
suitable  occasions  elsewhere,  shown  himself  to 
be  entitled  to  the  utmost  courtesy  and  respect. 

■^he  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  however, 
seemed  to  consider  the  conclusion  inevilable.lhat 
the  British  Government  being  in  possession  of  the 
map  found  in  the  library  ofGfeorge  II  I.,  il  was  im- 
possible Lord  Asli  burton  cou  Id  have  been  sent  here 
10  negotiate  a  treaty,  in  relation  to  which  that  nap 
would  be  conclusive,  without  being  roads  ac- 
quainted with  the  fact,  ami  being  furnished  with 
the  map  itself,  or,  at  least,  n  copy  of  it.  Now  it 
was  plain  to  every  one,  that  important  documenu 
might  be  in  the  archives  of  our  Departmeniahert, 
without  the  fact  of  their  existence  being  known 
to  persons  coming  into  office,  or  being  considered 
necessary  towards  effecting  an  object  which  wu 
to  be  attained  on  other  grounds  than  docnmen- 
lary  evidence.  The  negotiation  for-the  treaty  of 
Washington  did  not  turn  upon  a  strict  adhertnca 
to  the  long-disputed  positions  taken  by  the  two 
Governments  as  to  the  line  intended  by  the  treaty 
of  1783.  It  was  understood  to  be  a  matter  of 
compromise,  and  that  experience  had  shown  it 
could  be  settled  in  no  other  way. 

Mr.  R.  here  entered  into  some  minute  details, 
showing  the  particular  points  which  the  ncgoii»- 
tors  considered  most  importi\nt  to  settle,  Frao  >U 
he  had  read  and  heard  of  the  mop  found  in  thi 
library  of  George  III,,  he  felt  eoovinced  it  wis 
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aimilar  to  Mr.  Jay'*  map;  and  he  proceeded  to 
show  that  the  onljr  point  it  proved  for  the  claim 
of  the  United  States  was  that  of  the  highlands. 
And  with  regard  to  other  points  of  the  bound- 
ary line,  it  told  as  much  for  as  against  Great 
Britain. 

It  would  give  more  territory  east  (soath  and 
north  of  the  St.  John's)  to  Great  Britain  than  the 
whole  of  the  territory  surrendered  to  her  by  the 
treaty  of  Washington.  But,  in  reference  to  the 
map  so  much  talked  of,  did  not  Sir  Robert  Peel, 
in  the  very  speech  quoted  by  the  Senator,  say 
that  no  reliance  was  to  be  placed  on  any  map  as 
evidence  of  the  boundary  line,  unless  it  could  be 
proved  that  it  was  the  iuentical  map  made  use  of 
by  the  negotiators  who  agreed  upon  the  boundiu'y 
line? 

He  denied  that  there  was  the  slightest  proof 
that  the  map  found  in  the  library  of  George  III. 
was  the  map  which  had  been  used  bv  the  nego- 
tiators who  had  fixed  upon  the  bounaary  line  of 
1783.  He  also  denied  that  there  had  been  ad- 
duced the  slightest  proof  that  the  map  was  known 
to,  or  in  possession  of.  Lord  Ashburton,  at  the 
time  he  was  carrying  on  the  negotiation  for  the 
treaty  of  Washington.  Gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  had  contended  that  there  was;  but  they  had 
utterly  failed  in  the  evidence  they  relied  upon;  for 
when  that  evidence  came  up,  and  was  candidly 
examined,  it  was  found  to  bear  no  such  inference 
as  they  had  supposed. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  was  really  desirous  of  be- 
ing done  with  this  business;  and  he  should  say 
but  very  few  words  about  the  Ashburton  or 
Washington  treaty.  As  to  its  merits  or  demer- 
its, he  had  already  said  all  he  ever  intended  to 
■ay.  His  vote  against  it,  and  his  speech  on  the 
occasion,  were  before  the  world,  and  he  was 
willing  to  stand  the  test  before  that  tribunal. 

Whether  this  map,  found  in  the  library  of 
George  ill.,  was  identical  with  (he  map  of  Mr. 
Jay,  It  was  impossible  for  him  to  say.  The  Sen- 
ator from  Virginia  was,  he  believed,  as  ignorant 
as  himself  as  to  what  that  map  really  was.  He 
discussed  it  on  the  supposed  knowledge  of  an 
identity  between  these  maps,  of  which  there  was 
no  proof.  Now,  what  he  had  set  out  with,  he 
iiad  conclusively  established,  and  that  was,  that 
the  British  Government  were  in  possession  of  a 
map  which,  according  to  the  acknowledgment  of 
Sir  Robert  Peel,  gave  the  United  States  all  they 
claimed,  and  he  presumed  he  knew  what  the 
United  States  did  claim.  There  was  also  the  dec- 
laration of  Lord  Brougham,  that  this  map  did 
not  leave  the  British  Government  a  leg  to  stand 
tipon;  and  that  it  could  have  completely  settled 
all  questions  in  dispute  in  favor  of  the  American 
claims.  TheSenator  from  Virginia  had  attempted 
to  conclude — wiih  whatsuccess  he  would  leave  to 
the  Senate — from  notes  of  an  anonymous  writer, 
that  Lord  Aberdeen  had  said  to  somebody,  that 
neither  he  nor  Lord  Ashburton  knew  of  the  ex- 
istence of  that  map;  and  he  [Mr.  R.]  asked  him 
(Mr.  B.)  if  he  were  Secretary  of  State,  would  he 
be  bound  to  know  all  the  maps  laid  away  in  the 
lumber  room  of  the  State  Department?  In  an- 
swer to  that,  he  would  say,  thatifhe  were  nego- 
tiating a  treaty,  it  could  not  be  supposed  he  would 
remain  entirely  ignorant  of  a  map  coming  from 
the  library  of  George  111.,  with  the  authority  of 
tnro  distinguished  statesmen,  that  it  settled  the 
dispute,  and  gave  conclusive  proof  of  the  truth 
and  justice  of  the  matter  to  beadjusted.  Itmight 
be  so;  but  that  there  was  the  least  probsltility 
that  Lord  Ashburton  could  be  ignorant  that  this 
map  was  in  existence  when  preparing  to  come 
to  this  country,  with  all  necessary  documents, 
-was  a  question  hardly  admitting  of  rational  be- 
lief. 

The  Senator  from  Virginia  had  said  that  he  was 
disappointed,  that  he  (Mr.  B.)  had  not,  with  his 
accustomed  frankness,  acknowledged  that  his 
charge  was  not  sustained  by  the  debates  he  de- 

J>ended  upon  as  proof.  Now,  he  had  fully  estab- 
iahed,  by  reference  to  the  accredited  report  of  the 
debates  in  Parliament,  everything  he  had  stated, 
to  the  full  extent  of  what  he  believed  to  be  the 
truth ;  and  if,  in  the  conclusions  he  had  drawn,  he 
had  used  any  expression  unauthorized,  he  had 
■hown'himself  ready  to  correct  it.  He  had  said, 
in  express  terms,  that  "  the  noble  lord,"  who  it 
'«ras  universally  believed  in  this  country  was 
Ltotd  Ashburton,  alluded  to  in  the  parliamentary 


speech  quoted,  was  not  Lord  Ashburton,  but 
Lord  Patmereton.  What  more  could  the  Senator 
from  Virginia  desire?  He  had  slated  it  twice. 
Any  t>ne  would  have  supposed  the  allusion  was 
to  Lord  Ashburton.  He  bad  never  seen  the  of- 
ficial debates  until  the  other  evening;  and  when 
he  had  read  them,  he  at  once  came  forward  to  do 
justice  to  Lord  Ashburton  in  this  particular.  The 
Senator  from  Virginia,  however,  complained  that 
he  argued  upon  the  probability  that  Lord  Ash- 
burton must  have  known  of  the  existence  of  this 
map.  He  wished  to  Heaven  he  could  slate  that  he 
believed  Lord  Ashburton  did  not  know  of  its  ex- 
istence. To  suppose  he  did  not,  was  to  suppose  the 
British  ministry  sent  him  abroad  to  make  a  treaty, 
without  furnishing  him  with  the  most  important 
documents  for  making  the  treaty;  and,  in  the 
face  of  this  presumption,  we  hear  both  Sir  Rob- 
ert Peel  and  Lord  Brougham — one  on  the  floor  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  and  the  other  on  the  floor 
of  the  House  of  Lords — ridicule  the  idea  that  there 
would  have  been  any  want  of  morality  in  con- 
cealing from  another  Government  evidence  of  this 
kind.  Lord  Brou§ham  turns  into  contempt  any 
other  policy  in  diplomacy  but  that  which  should 
govern  a  lawyer  towards  his  client. 

The  Senator  from  Virginia  and  himself  agreed 
that  this  was  wrong  and  immoral.  But  on  the 
floor  of  both  Houses  of  Parliament  the  doctrine 
had  been  maintained .  It  was  solemnly  stated  in  the 
one  t^at  no  such  obligation  was  imposed  on  a 
negotiator  as  to  disclose  facts  in  his  possession; 
while  the  idea  of  such  a  disclosure  was  ridiculed 
in  the  other. 

He  did  not  know  whether  Lord  Ashburton 
would  have  felt  himself  bound  to  conceal  this 
map,  acting  on  the  principle  avowed  by  Sir  Rob- 
ert Peel  and  Lord  Brougham;  but  from  what  he 
knew  of  him  personally,  and  by  character,  he  had 
so  much  regard  for  his  word,  that  notwithstand- 
ing the  testimony  is  almost  conclusive  aeainst 
him  on  this  point,  if  Lord  Ashburton  shall  say 
he  had  not  possession  or  knowledge  of  this  map, 
when  he  was  negotiator  here,  he  would  at  once 
give  freely  his  faith  and  belief  to  what  he  should 

Mr.  RIVES  had  only  to  say,  that,  if  the  Sen- 
ator from  Pennsylvania  was  satisfied  with  the 
position  in  which  be  had  placed  himself,  he  was 
content  lo  let  the  matter  rest  there. 

Mr.  SEMPLG  did  not  rise  to  make  a  speech, 
but  to  suggest  that  such  disposition  of  this  reso- 
lution be  made,  as  for  the  present,  would  not  ren- 
der it  necesshry  to  take  a  test  vole,  either  on  the 
question  of  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations  or  t*  lay  it  on  the  table.  He  proposed 
to  move  to  postpone  th^  further  consideration  of 
the  subject  till  the  second  Monday  in  April,  if 
there  was  no  oyecilon  to  that  course. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  stated -that  he  had  hoped 
this  debate  had  exhausted  itself;  and  he  now  rose 
to  give  notice  that  he  would,  on  the  first  oppor- 
tunity, move  lo  lay  it  on  the  table. 

Mr.  ARCHER  said,  in  courtesy,  it  was  due  to 
the  Senator  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Sehple,]  if  he 
wished,  that  he  should  have  an  opportunity,  as 
the  mover  of  the  resolution,  of  making  a  conclud- 
ing speech.  ^ 

Mr.  SEMPLE  said  he  was  willing  to  take  the 
vote  now,  as  there  was  no  desire  to  postpone  it. 

Mr.  SEVIER  observed  that  he  had  a  few  re- 
marks to  make;  and  he  hoped  the  subject  would 
be  passed  over  till  to-morrow,  to  give  him  an  op- 
portunity of  making  his  remarks. 

Mr.  ALLEN  urged  that  it  was  due  to  the  Sen- 
ator from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Bvchanah]  to  give 
him  an  opportunity  of  replying  to  what  had  been 
said  in  reference  to  his  views  by  the  Senator  from 
Massachusetts. 

Mr.  ARCHER  was  quite  disposed  to  extend 
every  courtesy  on  this  subject  required. 

Mr.  SEVIER  said  he  would  waive  his  inten- 
tion of  making  any  remarks  if  it  was  desired  to 
take  the  vote. 

Mr.  SEMPLE  moved  to  postpone  the  subject 
to  the  second  Monday  in  April. 

This  motion  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

After  some  informal  conversation, 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  requested  the  subject  would 
be  passed  over  till  to-morrow ;  which  was  agreed 
to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  the  Senate  then 
adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
WcDNESDAT,  March  20, 1844. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Illinois,  obtained  permission 
to  lay  before  the  House  the  memorial  and  reso- 
lutions of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of 
Illinois,  praying  Congress  to  pass  a  permanent 
preemption  law,  which  will  protect  the  settler, 
for  a  term  of  years,  in  the  occupancy  of  any  un- 
appropriated  Government  lands  on  which  he  may 
have  settled  and  made  an  improvement. 

Also,  a  law  graduating  the  price  of  the  publie 
jands  to  the  actual  settler,  and  making  no  invid- 
ious distinction  between  alien  and  native-born 
citizens,  so  far  as  procuring  a  home  in  our  coun- 
try and  interest  in  our  soil  is  concerned.  It  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  to  which  was  referred  a  bill 
on  the  same  subject. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  State  of  Illinois^asking  Congress  to  grant  to 
said  State  the  alternate  sections  of  land  for  six 
miles  on  either  side  of  the  Northern  Cross  rail- 
road, for  the  sole  purpose  of  completing  said  road; 
and  that,  in  all  cases  where  the  lands  through 
which  said  railroad  passes  have  been  heretofore 
entered,  the  Governor  of  the  Stale  of  Illinois  be 
authorized  to  make  the  selection  of  an  equal  num- 
ber of  acres  from  the  vacant  lands  within  the 
State;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  and  ordered  to  be  printed, 

NOTICES  or  BILLS. 

Mr.  COBQ  obtained  permission  to  give  notice 
of  his  intention  to  ask  leave  to  intrnduc*a  bill  lo 
fix  the  salary  of  the  marshal  of  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH  gave  notice  that  he 
should,  on  to-morrow,  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
for  an  act  reorganizing  the  United  States  district 
and  circuit  courts  fur  the  State  of  Illinois. 

BILL  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  CRANSTON,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill 
providing  for  the  construction  of  a  military  road 
from  Fort  Adams  to  Newport,  Rhode  Island; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  AlTairs. 

COURTS  IN  OHIO. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  reminded  the  House  that  a 
motion  was  pending  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  House  yesterday  passed  to  its  third 
reading  the  bill  in  relation  to  the  district  courts 
of  the  State  of  Ohio;  and  he  was  now  authorized 
to  state  that  the  delegation  from  Ohio  would  as- 
sent to  the  reconsideration,  to  eive  the  oppor- 
tunity to  move  an  amendment,  by  way  of  pro- 
viso, to  prevent  the  bill  taking  enect  before  the 
1st  of  August  next. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  vote  was 
reconsidered. 

After  a  conversation,  in  which  Messrs.  POT- 
TER, SAUNDERS,  MOORE,  SCHENCK, 
and  othera,  took  part,  the  bill  was  amended,  on 
the  suggestion  of  Mr.  SCHENCK,  so  as  to  pre- 
vent the  operation  of  the  bill  until  after  the  July 
term,  so  that  that  term  might  be  held  at  Cincin- 
nati. 

The  bill  was  then  passed  to  a  third  reading; 
and  on  that  question 

Mr.  DUNCAN  raised  some  objections  to  the 
bill. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  likewise  addressed  the  House 
on  the  objects  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  said  it  appeared  evident 
to  him  that  this  debate  would  be  protracted  dur- 
ing the  entire  day,  to  the  exclusion  of  other  busi- 
ness; he  felt  compelled,  therefore,  to  move  the 
previous  question. 

The  question  being  taken,  by  tellers,  it  was 
decided  in  the  affirmative — ayes  eighty-six,  noes 
not  counted. 

So  the  previous  question  was  seconded. 

The  main  question  was  then  ordered;  being 
upon  the  engrossmentof  the  amendment,  and  the 
third  reading  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  inquired  whether  the  question 
upon  the  engrossment  of  the  amendment,  and  the 
third  reading  of  the  bill,  was  lo  be  considered  as 
one  question  only,  requiring  but  one  vote? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  affirmatively. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
but  withdrew  the  call. 
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Mr.  POTTER,  of  Ohio,  renewed  the  call. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  being  taken,  resqiled — yeas  93, 
nays  63. 

The  bill  was  then  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

Mr.  SIMONS  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
vote  on  passing  the  bill  to  change  the  place  of 
holding  ine  district  court  of  the  United  States  fur 
the  district  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  VANCE  objected  that  the  motion  was  not 
in  order, the  bill  havingalreadybeen  reconsidered; 
and  after  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  OROM- 
GOOLE,  HOPKINS,  and  DUNCAN, 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  the  reconsideration 
was  not  in  order,  because  the  rote  on  the  passage 
of  the  bill  had  already  been  reconsidered. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  appealed  from  the  decision  of 
the  Chair;  and  the  appeal  was  debated  by  Messrs. 
DUNCAN,  WHITE,  DROMGOOLE,  WIN- 
THROP.  and  VINTCN.     • 

The  SPEAKER  again  slated  his  decision,  and 
gave  his  reasons  at  length  io  reply  to  Mr. 
White. 

Mr.  0.  JOHNSON  next  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  WHITE  claimed  to  be  entitled  to  the 
floor. 

The  SPEAKER  remarked  that  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  had  been  recognized  by  the  Chair. 

Mr.  WHITE  still  persisted  ib  asserting  that 
he  was  entitled  to  the  floor. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee has  been  recognized,  and  therefore  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  is  not  entitled  to  the 
floor.     • 

Mr.  WHITE  insisted  that  he  was. 

The  SPEAKER  called  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  to  order. 

Some  conversation  and  mutual  explanations 
followed  between  the  SPEAKER  and  Mr. 
■WHITE. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  said  it  was  well  known  bow 
this  matter  would  terminate;  and  therefore  he 
moved  to  la^  the  whole  subject  on  the  table.  He, 
however,  withdrew  that  motion,  that  Mr.  White 
night  make  further  explanation. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  then  renewed  his  motion 
to  lay  the  appeal  on  the  table. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
but  they  were  not  ordered — only  twenty  voting 
therefor. 

Tellers  were  called  for,  and  appointed  on  the 
demand  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  and  Messrs.  Me- 
CLERNANoand  WnrTRROp  were  appointed.  They 
reported  thirty-nine  in  the  affirntative. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  therefore  ordered. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  inquired  whether  the  motion  to 
la^  the  appeal  on  the  table  would  have  the  eflect 
of'^disposmg  of  the  motion  for  reconsideration,  aa 
well  as  that  of  the  appeal  ? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  aflirmatively. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  said  if  such  waa  the  decision 
of  the  Chair,  he  would  take  an  appeal  from  that 
decision. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  taken,  and  re- 
sulted— yeas  80,  nays  8i, 

The  appeal  was  not  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  said  it  was  with  very  great  re- 
luctance that  he  found  himself  compelled  to  dis- 
agree with  the  Chair;  but  from  the  most  careful 
examination,  he  could  arrive  at  no  other  conclii- 
aion  than  that  the  Chair  was  in  error.  If  it  were 
a  matter  of  expediency  only,  he  would  cheerfully 
defer  his  own  judgment  to  that  of  the  Presiding 
Officer;  but  involving,  as  it  did,  an  important  prin- 
ciple, he  felt  compatled  to  oppose  the  decision  of 
the  Chair. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  inquired  whether  it  would 
be  in  order  to  move  to  lay  the  questio'n  of  appeal, 
the  reconsideration  of  the  bill,  and  the  whole  sub- 
ject upon  the  table .'  Being  answered  that  it  would 
not  be  in  order,  Mr.  T.  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion upon  the  pending  motion,  viz:  "  Shall  the 
opinion  of  the  Chair  stand  aa  the  judgment  of  the 
House?" 

The  previous  question  was  seconded;  and  the 
main  question  ordered. 

Mr.  SAMPLE  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered;  and  being  taken,  resulted— 
yeas  73,  nays  73. 

The  SPEAKER  voted  in  the  aflirmative. 

So  the  judgment  of  the  Chair  was  affirmed  as 
the  judgment  of  the  House. 


RHODE  ISLAND  MEMORIAL. 
The  SPEAKER  annoanced  that  the  next  busi- 
ness in  order  was  the  resolution  reported  by  the 
select  committee  on  the  Rhode  Island  meniorial, 
on  which  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr. 
Stetsok]  had  the  floor. 

Mr.  STETSON  commenced  his  remarks  in 
rather  a  low  tone,  and  the  position  of  the  reporter 
being  such  that  he  cannot  see,  nor  well  hear  the 
gentleman,  the  first  part  of  them  were  lost. 
When  heard,  he  was  commenting  on  the  remarkN 
of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  C.  B. 
SMiTB,|on  the  subject  of  Mr.  Van  Buren's  votes 
in  the  New  York  convention;  and  he  intimated 
that  that  gentleman  had  only  partially  quoted 
Mr.  Van  miren.  He  referred  the  genilertian  more 
particularly  to  pages  168, 182,  314,  324,  and  336 
of  the  journal  of  the  convention,  and  proceeded 
to  read  extracts  to  show  what  waa  in  reality  Mr. 
Van  Buren's  course.  He  quoted,  also,  the  Fed- 
eral propositions  in  convention,  which  Mr.  Van 
Buren  opposed,  which  it  was  necessary  should 
be  known  that  Mr.  Van  Buren 'a  voles  might  not 
be  misunderstood.  He  caused  to  be  read  by  the 
Clerk  an  extract  of  a  letter,  written  by  Mr.  Van 
Buren  to  a  committeeof  mechanics  of  Rhode  Isl- 
and, on  the  subject  of  universal  suff'rage;  and  in- 
sisted that  Mr.  Van  Buren's  course  in  New  York 
had  most  materially  aided  in  extending  the  fran- 
chise to  seventy-five  thousand  persons.  He  then 
proceeded  to  notice  the  remarks  of  Mr.  C.  B. 
Shitb  on  the  votes  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  on  the 
subject  of  a  limited  suff'rage  of  firee  blacks. 

Mr.  S.  continued  to  quote  various  passages 
from  the  speeches  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  to  show 
what  his  views  were  on  the  right  of  suffirage;and 
he  thus  spoke  until  the  rooming  hour  had  ex- 
pired. 

Mr.  SIMONS  obtained  the  floor,  amidst  a 
number  of  competitors: 

rORTiriCATIONS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKAY  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  the  Commi  ttee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  (  M  r.  C.  Johniov  in  the  chair,)  and 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making 
appropriations  for  fortifications,  the  pendingques- 
tion  being  upon  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Haealson,]  appropriating  a 
sum  for  the  continuation  of  works  at  tLey  West 
and  the  Dry  Tortugas. 

The  CHAIRMAN  stated  that,  in  his  opinion, 
the  amendment  could  not  be  entertained,  as  by 
the  rules  of  the  House  no  appropriation  could  oe 
made  by  an  amendment  to  a  general  appropria- 
tion bill  for  an  object  not  previoiisly  authorized 
by  law. 

Mr.  HOLMES  said  the  Cbairwasundoubtedly 
correct  as  to  the  rule;  but  he  contended  that  the 
present  case  did  not  come  within  the  rule.  He 
believed  that  appropriations  were  made  in  1815 
and  1816  for  the  erection  of  forts  at  those  places. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  said  he  recollected, 
some  years  ago,  a  claim  was  brought  before  the 
Committee  of  Claims  for  materials  furnished  for 
those  works;  which  materials  were  never  used, 
and  the  claim  was  allowed.  This  was  his  recol- 
lection of  the  matter;  but  whether  this  circum- 
stance would  be  conclusive  to  show  that  these 
were  such  works  as  would  authorize  the  appro- 
priation under  the  rule,  he  would  not  undertake 
to  determine. 

Mr.  HOLMES  said  if  there  was  any  case 
which  would  justify  a  departure  from  a  technical 
rule,  he  thought  this  waa  such  a  case. 

Mr.  HALE  suggested  that  the  debate  was  out 
of  order,  as  there  waa  no  appeal  from  the  decision 
of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  HARALSON  said  he  thought  he  could 
adduce  such  fact  as  would  show  that  this  appro- 
priation would  come  in  properly  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  general  appropriation  bill.  If  ever 
there  was  an  occasion  when  it  was  proper  to  con- 
strue this  rule  liberally,  it  was  in  view  of  the 
amendment  which  was  now  proposed.  Every 
section  of  the  Union  was  deeply  interested  in  the 
fortifications  proposed  to  be  continued  at  these 
points.  It  was  a  national  and  not  a  sectional 
matter, and  he  trusted  the  Chair  would  reconaider 
its  decision. 

After  some  remarks  on  the  point  of  order  by 
Messrs.  WELLER  and  LEVY, 

Mr.  HARALSON  withdrew  the  appeal. 


Mr.  HAMLIN  moved  to  amend  the  bill  bv 
adding  at  the  end  an  appropriation  for  the  fortii. 
cations  at  Portland  harbor;  but,  after  some  coa- 
versation  with  Mr.  McKat,  in  which  he  wasiq- 
formed  that  the  bill  contained  an  appropriatioi 
for  that  object,  withdrew  the  motion. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  aside  to  be  reported. 

SECOND  REGIMENT  OF  DRAGOONS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HARALSON,  the  eomnit- 
tee  took  up  the  bill  from  the  Senate  providing  f«r 
remounting  the  second  regiment  of  dragoeos; 
which  beins;  read, 

Mr.  HALE  moved  to  amend  it  by  inaertinga 
provision  that  "nil  acts  and  parta  of  acta  for  Ris- 
ing the  eighth  regiment  of  infantry  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby,  repealed." 

Mr.  HALE  stated  that  the  Florida  war,  which 
was  the  immediate  occasion  for  the  creation  of 
this  regiment,  being  ended,  there  was  no  necca- 
sity  for  its  continuance. 

The  CHAIRMAN  was  understood  io  decide 
that  the  amendment  was  not  in  order. 

Mr.  HARALSON  moved  that  the  bill  belaid 
aside  to  be  reported  to  the  House. 

Mr.  FARM  ENTER  approved  of  the  rootioo, 
and  suggested  that  the  House  take  up  another  of 
ihe  appropriation  billf,  the  title  of  wbicb  was  not 
heard. 

Mr.  McKAY  hoped  the  committee  would  not 
lay  the  bill  aside  to  be  reported;  and  he  proceeded 
to  give  some  statements  of  the  additional  ex- 
pense that  would  be  incurred  by  remountinglbese 
dragoons.  The  additional  exfiense  which  a  reg- 
iment of  dragoons  wiAild  cost  per  annum  over  a 
regiment  of  infantry;  waa  very  considerable;  but 
to  what  it  would  amount  he  had  not  the  means  of 
stating  correctly,  for  it  was  variously  estimated 
by  different  officers.  One  officer  estimated  the 
amount  at  $41,600;  another,  at  |60,S55:  aad  a 
third,  at  (79,177.  He  had  really  hoped  ihattbey 
should  have  had  some  correct  statement  from  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs  before  so  largeaa 
increase  of  expenditure  would  receive  the  assent 
of  the  House.  The  argument  based  on  an  ap- 
prehension of  danger  from  the  Indian  tribes,  he 
thoiight,  but  had  little  force,  as  no  danger  need 
be  anticipated  from  them,  if  they  were  dealt  with 
justly  and  kindly. 

Mr.  ADAMS  objected  to  the  word  "  repeal," 
which  was  used  in  the  bill;  for  it  would  be  idle 
to  pass  a  law  to  repeal  the  act  dismounting  the 
regiment,  when  it  had  been  long  since  executed, 
and  the  horses  sold.  The  phraseology  was,  tQ 
him,  very  peculiar.  They  might  as  well  repeal 
an  appropriation  bill  passed  ten  years  ago— the 
money  appropriated  by  which  had  been  long 
since  expended.  He  supposed  it  was  meant  that, 
by  the  passage  of  this  bill,  that  regiment  should 
be  remounted;  and  that  the  Government  should 
incur  the  expense  ofrepurchesing  the  hones,  &c., 
at  double  or  treble  the  amount  for  which  they 
were  sold;  but,  with  its  present  phraseoloj^,  it 
would  appear  to  be  designed  to  replace  the  officers 
and  men  in  the  position  in  which  they  were  at 
the  time  of  the  passage  of  the  act  by  which  they 
were  dismounted — a  phraseology  which  would 
favor  the  idea  that  the  officers  ai>d  men  had  been 
injured  by  the  paasage  of  the  law  of  the  lost  Con- 
gress; and  probably  they  would  come -here  for 
compensation  for  such  imaginary  wrong.  Hs 
denied  that  Congress  had  the  power  to  repeat 
such  a  law,  when  it  had  been  executed.  At  the 
last  Congress  they  bad  various  reporta  suggeat- 
ing  magnificent  appropriations  for  both  the  Army 
and  the  Navy.  Why,  $50,000,000  would  not 
have  met  the  expenditures  of  this  nation  if  Cob- 
gresa  bad  adopted  the  suggestions  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  his  two  thunderbolu,  the  Secretary  of 
War  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy;  but  for  the 
Twenty-Seventh  Congress,  he  would,  in  juatiea 
say,  that  instead  of  running  a  course  of  prodigal- 
ity, they  had  taken  an  opposite  course. 

He  reminded  the  House  of  the  proceedinga  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Twenty- 
Seventh  Congress  on  this  very  subject.  Then, 
propositions  were  made  to  reduce  the  Army  from 
twelve  thousand  men  to  six  thousand;  and  tha 
actual  reduction  made  was  from  twelve  tbooaaod 
to  eight  thousand.  It  was  the  wish  of  tbattiouaa 
to  disband  this  regiment  of  dragoons  entirely ;  hot 
the  Senate  so  amended  the  bill  aa  to  dismoant 
them,  instead  of  disbanding  them.    IV  ainead'. 
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menu  and  reduction*  made  at  that  time  were,  in 
many  inalances,  made  on  the  motion  of  •their 
preaent  chairman,  [Mr.  C.  JoHNaon,]  in  whose 
hibora  he  was  always  very  glad  to  number  him- 
self as  a  friend  and  supporter.  He  intimated 
that  he  sboufd  move  the  disbanding  of  this  regi- 
ment of  dragoons;  for  the  Florida  war  no  longer 
existed,  which  gave  causa  to  increase  our  stand- 
ing Army. 

Mr.  A.  concluded  by  moving  that  the  commit- 
ee  rise;  which  motion  prevailed;  and  the  commit- 
tee rose,  and  reported  the  fortification  bill  to  the 
House. 

The  queation  being  on  the  engrosamenl,  the 
prerioua  queation  waa  ordered;  and  th«  main 
queation  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  JONEIS,  of  Tennessee,  said,  believing  that 
it  was  unnecessary  to  pass  this  bill,  and  that  the 
public  service  would  sustain  no  detriment  by  its 
rejection,  he  wished  to  record  his  vote  against  it. 
He  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  demand  was  not  seconded ;  and  the  ques- 
tion being  put  upon  the  passage  of  the  bill,  was 
decided  in  the  affirmative. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

The  IMIowIng  petitions,  prearnted  todar,  were  handed 
10  the  reporter*  tn  the  oiemliera  presenting  iliem: 

By  Mr.  DAVIS,  nf  Indiana :  Tlie  tnemmial  of  Hiram 
Lttodyand  eighty-five  othern,  of  the  itjxth  cungreasional 
diatfict  of  Indiana  ;  tlie  memorial  or  Mr.  Litilejnhn  and  |, 
one  handred  and  flfty-one  other* ;  and  the  prtition  nf  W.  C.  " 
Keilb  and  <Me  busdred  and  foriy  ei|hi  oilirm,  nf  Knox 
couaty,  Indiana ;  pmying aarani of  land  for  ihe  cnniinu- 
aiion  of  tlie  WaboxU  and  Eric  canaj,  from  Vigo  (Terre 
Hante)  to  Evanprille,  on  llie  Ohio. 

By  Mr.  MeCLERNAND:  The  petition  nf  William  H. 
Btickoey  and  oiheri),  ciiiaena  oi'  Gallatin  cnnuty,  (liinoi;*, 
praying  Oongreaa  to  uilte  ineaMiren  lor  the  iniproveuieut  of 
ibe  Miawnri,  tJie  upper  Miwiasippl,  and  the  Ohio  rirers ; 
which  was  referred  lo  the  Committee  on  Rond-.nndCanala. 

By  Mr.  BIITEU :  The  memnrial  from  citizins  of  Berlcs 
couaty,  Pennsylvania,  repre^ntinK  the  lartH'of  l84-2a«op' 
eratiDg  favorably  for  the  revivat  of  the  truJe  and  bufinesS 
of  our  entire  country,  and  earnestly  praying  llint  iin  clinnge 
whatever  be  made  In  thai  system,  until  experience  shall 
have  demonstrated,  by  aacertatued  facu,  that  such  change 
woald  be  l«r  ttm  heilrr. 

By  Mr.  Mel  I.  VAI.VE :  Tlie  memorial  of  William  Janney 
and  aiityeight  others,  cilitena  of  Pennsylvania,  remon- 
strating agaiast  the  admission  of  Texas  into  Uie  American 
Union. 

By  Mr.  HAYS :  Two  memorials  (Vom  citiaens  of  western 
Pennsylvania,  praying  for  the  extension  of  the  nailonnl 
road,  by  a  lateral  branch  from  some  point  at  or  near  the 
base  of  the  Laurel  hill,  to  ilie  harbor  nf  Prasque  lale,  by  ', 
tb*  way  of  Pittabarg  and  Meadville ;  which  were  referred  , 
U>  the  Commiitep  on  Bonds  and  Cansla. 

By  Mr.  BAMSEY :  The  petition  of  AtigiistusTroxel  and  ' 
numerons  other#,  citiaeus  of  Dauphin  county,  Peiitisylva 
nia,  praying  Cotigresa  to  maintain  the  larilT  of  1843,  until 
tiperiene*  sball*havs  demonstrated,  by  ascenataed  (acts, 
that  a  change  would  be  for  the  belter. 


IN  SENATE. 
TMURSDAT,.'lfareA3I,  1844. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  Umport  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  message  from  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  Irarsmitting  a  report  from  the  State 
Department,  of  the  correspondence  which  had 
taken  place  between  this  Government  and  Ihe 
agents  of  the  Government  of  Great  Britain  in  re- 
lation to  Ihe  interpretation  of  the  tenth  article  of 
the  treaty  of  Lord  Asbburton;  which  was  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment, transmitting  a  report  made  in  comfltiance 
with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  21st  Feb- 
ruary,' 1843,  accompanied  by  statements  of  the 
expenses  of  improving  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio 
river  at  the  falls  near  Louisville,  Kentucky. 

On'motion  of  Mr.  TAPPAN,  it  waa  onlered  to 
lie  on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

Also,  a  message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates,  transmicung  to  that  body  a  copy  of  the 
convention  concluiied  on  the  17th  dav  of  March, 
1841,  between  the  United  States  and  Ihe  Repub- 
lic of  Peru,  which  bad  been  duly  ratified,  and  of 
which  the  ratifications  have  tieen  exchanged; 
eommunicating  it  to  the  end  that  suitable  meas- 
lire*  may  be  a)dopted  to  give  eflfect  to  the  first  ar- 
ticle thereof,  which  provides  for  the  distribution 
among  the  claimants  of  the  sum  of  $300,000, 
thereby  stipulated  to  b«  paid;  which  was  referred 
lo  the  Committee  on  Foreign  flelations,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

PETITIONS,  ETC. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  ten  memorials 
from  citizens  of  different  'parts  of  the  Stale  of 


Pennsylvania,  similar  to  a  number  he  had  already 
presented,  earnestly  praying  that  the  present 
tariff  be  not  disturbed  until  experience  demon- 
strates, by  ascertained  facts,  that  such  change 
would  be  for  the  better;  which  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance. 
Also,  a  memorial  from  William  6.  Vauehan, 

E raying  for  an  extension  of  time  for  completing 
is  contract  with  the  Government  for  the  deliv- 
ery of  Navy  timber;  which  waa  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table,  a  general  bill  for  such  object  having 
been  passed  and  sent  to  the  House. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  had  been  requested  by  a  lady, 
who  had  written  him  a  very  polite  and  civil  letter, 
lo  preaent  a  memorial  from  a  number  of  women 
of  Pennsylvania, asking  Congress  toabolish  every 
thing  in  the  Constitution  and  laws  in  any  manner 
r^icogiiizine  slavery. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  raised  the  question  of  recep- 
tion on  the  memorial. 

On  motion  nf  Mr.  MERRICK,  that  motion  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  three  other  me- 
mwials  of  a  similar  character,  signed  by  men  in 
Pennsylvania;  which  were  disposed  of  in  like 
manner. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  a  memorial  from  John 
Frazer,  late  architect  and  superintendent  of  the 
New  York  custom-house,  asking  Congress  to 
pass  a  law  for  the  settlement  of  his  accounts,  and 
to  pay  the  balance  due  him  on  his  contract  with 
the  Government;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims. 

Mr.  FAIRF,IELD  presented  a  memorial  from 
S.  A.  Mnrae  and  one  hundred  and  fifteen  others, 
citizens  of  Maine,  remonalraling  a<rainat  n  change 
of  the  mail  route  from  Jonesport  to  East  Mncliiaa, 
in  Ihot  Stntp;  which  was  roferre'd  lo  the  Commit- 
tee on. the  Pnsi  Offir.e  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE  presented  two  memorials 
from  citizens  of  the  State  of  Michigan,  praying 
for  the  construction  of  a  canal  around  the  falls  of 
St.  Mary's  river;  which  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Roada  nnd  Canala. 

Mr.  MOREflEAD  presented  a  memorial  from 
Mrs.Thendocia  Neiherlund,  of  Jessamine  county, 
Kentucky,  the  widow  of  Benjamin  Netlicrland, 
deceased,  a  lieuieimnt  in  the  revolutionary  war, 
praying  some  albwance  fnr  tho  services  of  her 
husband  at  that  lime;  which  wns  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  BENTON  presented  a  petition  from 
Thomas  Allen,  praying  an  appropriation  in  ful- 
fillment of  his  contract  with  the  State  Department 
for  printing  the  compendium  of  the  sixth  census; 
which  waa  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  SIMMONS  presented  a  petition  from  Eliz- 
abeth Cornell,  executrix  of  her  father,  Oliver  Cor- 
nell, preying  that  the  pension  agent  at  Rhode 
Island  may  be  authorized  to  pay  her  the  balance 
which  was  due  her  father  by  way  of  pension  at 
the  lime  of  his  decease;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Pensions. 

Also,  petitions  from  Sarah  Dagget,  Mary  Rey- 
nolds, Rose  Bowen,  and  Dorothy  Harnden, 
widows  of  revolutionary  soldiers,  prayine  that 
the  pensions  which  they  heretofore  received  may 
be  continjed  to  them  during  their  natural  life*, 
which  were  referred  to  theCommitteeon  Pensions. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.JARNAGlN.from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  which  had  been  referred  petitions  of 
a  number  of  settlers  on  the  public  lands  in  Lou- 
isiana, reported  a  bill  to  secure  certain  rights  of 
preiimption  in  the  Stale  of  Louisiana,  and  fur  other 
purposes;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  t6  a  sec- 
ond reading. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD,  from  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of  Thomas  Fillebrown,  jr  ,  for  the  settle- 
ment of  his  claim  for  commission  on  certain  dis- 
bursements; which  waa  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table, 
and  be  printed. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  BARROW,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bil  for 
the  relief  of  William  De  Buys,  late  postmaster  at 
New  Orleans;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  introduced  a  joint  resolution 
authorizing  the  Secretary  of  State  to  purebase 
fronf  Hiram  Powers,  of  Cincinnati,  Ihisis  in  mar- 


ble of  such  of  the  Presidents  of  the  United  State* 
as  had  not  already  been  executed,  at  a  sum  not 
exceeding  iSOO  for  each  bust;  which  waa  read, 
and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

PETITION  WITHDRAWN.  ■ 

On  motion  of  Mr.  STURGEON,  leave  waa 
granted  lo  withdraw  from  the  files  the  petition  of 
Lucretia  Haymaker. 

ARSENAL  IN  NORTH  CAROLINA.  ^ 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  remarked  that  the  General 
I  Assembly  of  North  Carolina,  at  its  last  session, 
passed  certain  resolutions  urging  upon  the  Sena- 
tors and  Representatives  from  tnat  Slate  to  use 
their  exertions  lo  obtain  an  appropriation  for  the 
completion  of  ihe  United  States  arsenal  in  that 
State,  as  an  arsenal  of  deposit  and  general  con- 
slruction.  They  were  presented  to  the  Senate, and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 
but  no  final  action  was  hod  upon  Ihem.  He 
moved  that  tbey  be  taken  from  the  files,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committtee  on  Military  Affairs. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  H.  said  ho  had  prepared  a  resolution,  cell- 
ing upon  Iho  War  Department  for  information, 
which  ought  to  accompany  these  resolutions  to 
the  committee;  and  he  would  stale,  with  a  view 
of  drawing  the  attention  of  the  committee  lo  the 
fact,  that  in  1835,  an  act  of  Congress  was  passed 
authorizing  iu  express  terms  the  erection  of  an 
arsenal  of  deposit  and  general  construction  in  the 
State  of  North  Carolina.  At  various  times  ap* 
propriations  were  made  for  the  purpose  tf  carry- 
ing into  execution  the  intentions  of  the  law,  but 
the  executive  department  of  the  Government  had 
suspended  in  part  the  purpose  of  the  law,  and 
only  gone  on  in  complete  the  work  as  an  arsenal 
of  deposit.  His  object  in  asking  the  attention  to 
the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  was  with  the 
view  to  get  the  committee  to  go  into  an  examina- 
tion of  Ine  subject,  and  see  if  they  did  not  concur 
in  the  opinion  of  the  representatives  from  that 
State,  that  the  execiuive  officers  of  the  United 
Stales  have  no  right  to  suspend  a  law  of  Congress, 
or  to  defeat  the  object  of  its  laws.  It  was  their 
business,  when  a  law  was  passed,  to  carry  it  into 
execution;  and  if  it  could  not  be  executed  with' 
out  alteration  or  amendment,  to  report  that  fact  to 
Congress;  but  not  undertake  to  repeal  a  law  or 
render  it  inoperative  by  their  will  merely.  With 
the  view  of  bringing  the  facts  in  the  ease  directly 
before  the  Senate  and  the  country,  be  begged 
leave  lo  offer  the  following  resolution: 

Rewleei,  Thai  tho  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  lo  com- 
miinicnte  lo  the  Senate  on  Cf^timate  nf  the  amount  which 
will  he  neeewMiry  to  cninplele  the  United  I'tnles  nr^enal  near 
Fayelteville,  In  North  Carolina,  on  it  whh  nrtf^inotly  de- 
signed by  law  Tix:  ns  an  arsenul  of  dopo^it  and  general 
consirucUnn ;  and  Unu  he  rrport  alnn  what  balance  thera  la 
in  the  liandsof  disbursing  ofitcers  of  any  appropriation  hera- 
lofore  made  for  Ihe  erection  and  completion  of  said  worka. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

ADJOURNMENT  OP  CONGRESS. 

The  joint  resolution  of  Mr.  Evaks,  providing 
for  the  adjourninent,  »in«  die,  of  both  Houses  of 
the  present  Congress  on  Monday,  the  30th  day 
of  May  next,  waa  postponed  till  Monday  next. 

THE  TARIFF. 

Mr.  EVANS  gave  notice  that,  as  the  honora- 
ble Senator  from  Missouri  [Mr.  Bentos]  had  ap- 
peared in  his  seat,  and  desired  to  address  the  Sen- 
ate upon  the  subject,  he  would  also,  on  Monday 
next,  ask  for  the  consideration  of  the  resolutiim 
of  the  Committee  on  Finance  for  the  postpone- 
ment of  the  bill  introdiicrd  by  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina,  [Mr.  McDDKriz,]  for  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  present  tariff  to  the  standard  of  the 
compromise  act. 

LEWIS  DAVIS. 

The  adverse  report  of  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions in  the  case  of  Lewia  Davis,  Was  taken  up 
and  concurred  in. 

POX  AND  WISCONSIN  RIVERS. 

The  bill  granting  a  quantity  of  land  to  improve 
Fox  and  Wisconsin  rivers,  and  lo  connect  the 
same  bjr  a  canal  in  ihe  Territory  of  Winconsin, 
was  again  taken  up  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
adding  to  the  last  section  the  following: 

And  so  soon  as  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin  shall  be  ad- 
mtuai  u  aSwie  into  Um  Union,  the  said  canal  and  ua- 
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PfoTemniU  1111111  become  the  propeny  of  Ae  people  of  uld 
Slate,  provided  that  the  convrntion  which  shall  fDrm  the 
eonatltutlon  fornld  State  ahall,  in  that  InstnimenI,  agree 
to  accept  said  canal  and  improTcmenu  on  the  condition 
that  the  State  of  Wjnconsin  shall  not  collect  any  more  tolls, 
water  rates,  or  profits,  upon  the  said  canal  and  improve- 
ments, than  will  be  saffieient  to  Iteep  the  same  in  repair. 

Mr.  TALLMADQE  remarked  that  he  would 
have  no  objection  to  the  amendment,  if  the  Sen- 
ator from  Ohio  would  strilce  out  from  the  word 
**  conditions  "  to  the  end  of  the  propoaed  amend- 
meiM— "  as  to  the  collection  of  tolls."  The  rea- 
son why  he  suggested  this  was,  that  the  princi- 
ple of  the  bill  was  that  the  improvement  was  not 
to  cost  the  Oovernment  anything,  at  the  sane  time 
the  canal  would  be  of  |;reat  benefit  to  the  Govern- 
ment. The  bill  provided  that  all  the  troops  and 
munitions  of  war  and  property  of  the  Govern- 
ment should  be  transported  on  the  canal  free  of 
charge.  When  the  Territory  comes  into  the  Union 
as  a  State,  and  accept  the  improvements,  she 
should  be  allowed  to  have  them  on  the  same  terms 
as  Ohio  and  Illinois;  which  States  had  not  only 
grants  on  the  principles  of  this  bill,  but  other 
grants,  without  any  condition  at  all  for  objects  of 
internal  improveroent.  They  kept  the  works  un- 
der their  own  jurisdiction,  and  charged  such  tolls 
aa  they  pleased.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  Sena- 
tor would  not  press  the  latter  part  of  his  amend- 
ment, limiting  the  amount  of  tolls.  There  was 
no  danger  that  unreasonable  tolls  would  be  col- 
lected. It  was  proper  that  Wiaconsin  should  have 
this  improvement  on  the  same  principle  on  which 
other  Stales  had  thefrs. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  was  understood  to  remark  that 
the  provision  of  the  bill  allowing  the  property  and 
troops  of  the  United  States  to  be  trannporled  on 
the  canal  frefe  of  charge,  was  merely  the  riienacl- 
ment  of  what  was  already  a  part  of  the  law  of  the 
United  States.  The  Senator  from  New  York  re- 
marked that  the  canal  was  to  be  constructed  with- 
outany  expense  to  the  United  States.  It  waa  true 
that  the  expense  may  be  refunded  to  the  Govern- 
ment, or,  in  other  words,  that  the  United  Statea 
may  be  placed  in  funda  for  making  the  improve- 
ment, by  the  advanced  price  of  the  reserved  alter- 
nate sections  of  land  on  the  line  of  the  proposed 
improvement.  However  that  might  be,  yet  the 
work  proposed  was  to  be  done  by  the  officers  of 
theUniteo  Statea  Government,  and  at  its  expense. 
The  Senate,  by  its  vote  yesterday,  refused  to  give 
the  land  as  a  donation  to  Wisconsin.  If  uiey 
bad  retonsidered  that  determination,  and  were 
now  willing  that  the  land  appropriated  should  be 
considered  a  donation,  those  pprtions  of  the  bill 
inconsistent  with  such  determination  should  be 
stricken  out.  If  it  waa  not  intended  to  make  ihe 
land  a  donation  to  Wisconsin  to  execute  the  work 
under  herpwn  supervision,  and  in  her  own  time, 
the  bill  should  limit,  in  some  way,  the  amount  of 
tolls  to  be  collected.  The  Federal  Government 
ought  not  to  make  Ihe  canal,  and  give  it  to  Wis- 
consin, without  limiting  the  amount  of  tolls  to 
be  collected. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  moved  to  strike  out  that 
part  of  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Ohio 
limiting  the  amount  of  tolls. 

The  PRESIDING  OPFICER  reminded  him 
that  it  waa  not  then  in  order,  there  being  an  amend- 
ment pending  to  an  amendment. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  said,  as  his  amendmentdid  not 
appear  to  be  acceptable  to  the  father  of  the  bill, 
the  Senator  from  New  York,  [Mr.TALLMADOt,] 
lie  was  willing  to  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  then  offered  the  first  part 
of  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senator  from 
Ohio,  [Mr.  Tappan,]  in  the  following  words: 

So  soon  aa  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin  shall  be  admitted 
aa  a  Stale  into  the  Union,  and  the  said  canal  and  improve- 
ments shall  become  the  propeny  of  the  people  of  such  State; 
provided  the  convention  which  shall  form  the  consilluiion 
for  said  Stale  shall,  in  Uiat  insuumeni,  agree  to  accept  said 
canal  and  improvemauU. 

This  amendment  waa  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WOODBURY,  the  bill  was 
farther  amended,  by  providing  that  the  mail  of 
the  United  States  shall  be  transported  forever  on 
•aid  canal  free  of  charge. 

The  bill  waa  then  reported  to  the  Senate;  and 
the  amendments  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
were  concurred  in. . 

Mr.  TAPPAN  gave  at  length  the  reasons  why 
he  could  not  vote  for  the  bill.  The  land  appro- 
priated by  the  bill,  he  believed,  was  sufficient,  or 
nearly  so,  to  construct  a  canal  db  the  whole  line 


of  the  proposed  improTcment.  He  was  willing 
to  appropriate  the  land  to  make  a  canal  the  entire 
length  of  the  proposed  improvement,  and  not  to 
appropriate  it  for  the  purpese  of  attempting  to 
improve  the  navigation  of  those  rivers,  which 
could  not  be,  from  the  nature  of  the  sireama,  a 
permanent  improvement.  These  rivers  could  be 
made  to  serve  as  feeders  to  a  canal — a  canal 
which  would  always  afford  a  good  navigation. 
Not  so  with  the  rivers;  if  an  improvement  was 
made  in  their  navigation  one  year,  an  appropria- 
tion would  be  necessary  the  next  year  to  keep 
the  navigation  in  a  state  of  improvement,  owing 
to  the  obstructions,  which  were  always  in  a  pro- 
cess of  formation.  Their  channels  were  con- 
stantly fluctuating. 

Mr.  WOODBRl  DGE  accorded  in  opinion  with 
the  Senator  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Tappan,]  tha^a 
canal  would  be  the  best  kind  of  improvement, 
because  it  would  be  more  permanent  than  river 
improvement,  but  remarked  that  the  appropria- 
tion of  land  by  this  bill  was  totally  inadequate 
for  such  a  purpose. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time — yeas  31,  nays  7;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Archer,  Atchison,  Barrow,  Bates.  Bay- 
ard, Berrien,  Breese,  Choate,  Clayton,  Dayton.  Evans, 
Fairfield,  Fulton,  Hanneean,  Ilendorron,  Huntington,  Jar- 
nagtn,  Johnson,  King,  Merrick,  Miller,  Phelps,  Porter, 
Sempie,  Sevier.  Simmons,  Tnllmadge,  Uphain,  Wollter, 
White,  and  IVnodbridge— 31. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Athertan,  Haywood,  McDuffie, 
Sturgeon,  Tappan,  and  Wrig hi— 7. 

COURTS  IN  OHIO. 

The  bill  amending  the  act  fixing  the  time  of 
holding  the  circuit  and  district  courts  of  Ohio, 
which  nad  been  returned  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives with  an  amendment,  was  taken  up 
for  consideration;  but  waa  laid  on  the  table  on 
the  suggestion  of  Mr.  BERRIEN,  until  one  of 
the  Senators  from  Kentucky,  who  look  an  inter- 
est in  the  bill,  appeared  in  nis  seat. 

FORTIFICATIONS. 

The  bill  from  the  House,  making  appropria- 
tion for  certain  fortifications  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  30lb  June,  1845,  was  read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

OREGON  QUESTION. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  following  resolution: 

Resolecd,  Thai  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested to  give  notice  to  the  British  Government  that  il  is 
the  desire  of  the  Govemmedl  of  the  tTniied  States  in  annul 
and  abrogate  the  provisions  of  the  third  article  of  the  con- 
vention concluded  between  the  Government  of  the  United 
Slates  of  America  and  hiit  Britannic  Majesty  the  King  of  ihe 
Ignited  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  on  tlie  SOlh 
October,  1816,nnd  indefinitely  continued  by  the  convention 
between  the  aame  paities,  sjgiied  at  London  the  6Ui  Au- 
gust, 18']7. 

Mr.  SEVIER  addressed  the  Senate  for  about 
an  hour  and  a  half.  He  said  he  had  taken  some 
pains  last  session,  as  well  as  the  present  session, 
to  investigate  the  title  of  the  United  States  to  the 
territory  of  Oregon,  in  compliance  with  his  duty 
as  a  member  of  the  committee  chained  with  the 
subject,  as  well  as  in  conformity  with  the  duty 
which  influenced  him,  in  reference  to  the  great 
interests  that  might  now  or  hereafter  be  affected, 
to  examine  into  the  matter.  He  had  endeavored 
to  conduct  this  investigation  into  the  subject  with 
due  care,  candor,  and  impartiality.  He  had  thus 
examined  every  question  connected  with  the 
claims  of  both  countries,  and  the  result  of  his  in- 
vestigation was,  that  he  considered  the  title  of  the 
United  States  to  all  that  was  claimed  by  this  Gov- 
ernment could  not  be  successfully  controverted 
by  Great  Britain. 

It  had  been  his  purpose,  during  the  progress  of 
this  debate,  to  give  to  the  Senate,  and  through  the 
Senate  to  the  country,  a  brief  analysis  of  the 
grounds  on  which  he  hsd  founded  this  opinion  of 
the  title  of  the  United  Statea.  But  that  was  not 
now  necessary,  as  that  labor  had  been  better  per- 
formed by  those  who  had  preceded  him,  and  it 
had  been  admitted  on  all  sides  of  the  Senate  that 
there  was  no  ground  for  cavil  as  to  our  title,  that 
being  admitted  to  be  beyond  dispute. 

If  we  desired  to  possess  the  country  of  Oregon, 
to  which  all  sides  of  the  Senate  admitted  our  title 
was  undisputed,  what  were  the  steps  proposed 
to  be  taken  for  getting  that  possession  .'  It  was 
desired,  on  the  side  of  the  Senate  to  which  he  be- 
longed, to  obtain  it  by  showing  their  hands  at 


once  as  to  the  course  they  wanted  to  pursue  for 
the  attainment  of  that  object.  And  the  first  step 
they  proposed,  was,  in  conformity  with  the  thirl 
article  of  the  convention  of  1627,  to  give  notice  of 
annulling  and  abrogating  that  convention.  With- 
out doing  this  it  could  not  be  expected  that  our 
citizens  would  settle  in  the  country;  they  could 
not  permanently  do  so,  unless  protected  by  our 
laws  and  our  Government.  As  long  as  the  con- 
vention of  1837  exists,  and  things  remain  as  they 
now  are,  all  the  advantages  of  the  occupation  of 
the  territory  must  inure  to  Great  Britain.  She  is 
quite  content  to  let  this  condition  of  things  remain 
undisturbed.  She  has  no  motive  for  disturbing 
the  convention.  She  has  all  she  wanta — complete 
sovereignty  over  the  whole  territory,  by  her  laws 
civil  and  criminal,  aa  well  as  by  her  occupation, 
and  the  exercise  of  ownership  in  the  country, 
appropriating  it  as  she  pleases.  What  more  could 
she  gain  by  negotiation  i  Nothing.  What  has 
she  to  lose  by  negotiation  ?  Something — certainly 
something  it  justice  be  done  to  the  United  Slates. 

It  waa  with  these  views  that  he  considered  it 
necessary  that  this  resolution  should  be  adopted, 
because  it  would  remove  one  of  the  impediments 
to  negotiation — the  existing  convention.  That 
impediment  should,  in  the  first  place,  be  removed 
out  of  the  way.  He  and  his  friends  considered 
that  the  country  could  not  be  settled  by  Ameri- 
can citizens,  unless  they  had  something  to  induce 
them  to  believe  that  the  laws  and  protection  »f 
the  United  States  would  be  extended  to  them. 
Let  the  inducements  be  what  they  may  to  emi- 
grate to  Oregon,  no  citizens  of  the  United  Statea 
would  settle  permanently  there  under  any  pros- 
pect of  becoming  subjects  of  Great  Britain  or  of 
being  made  amenable  fo  her  laws,  civil  and  crim- 
inal. These  were  his  views,  and  (hose  of  his 
friends  around  him.  They  bad  no  secrets  about^ 
them.  And  yet  these  views  were  opposed  by  the 
'other  side  of  the  Senate:  but  for  what  reasons  it 
was  necessary  to  inquire.  These  reasons  seemed 
to  be  of  two  classes:  first,  that  it  is  deemed  indel- 
icate or  disrespectful  towards  Great  Britain:  and 
second,  that  it  is  disrespectful  towards  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Slates.  There  was  a  third 
reason  which,  perhaps,  he  ought  to  mention.  It 
was,  that  this  step  was  altogether  unnecessary 
and  without  motive. 

These  objections  had  been  held  up  prominently 
by  the  other  side,  and  they  had  been  maintained 
with  much  ability.  Some  Senators  had,  indeed, 
gone  further,  and  urged  another  position  for  be- 
yond the  first  positions  urged,  that,  notwithstand- 
ing it  was  unnecessary  and  inexpedient  to  pasa 
this  resolution,  there  were  other  reasons  why  this 
st^  should  not  be  u%en;  one  of  which  was,  that 
ultimately  it  would  involve  the  necessity  of  set- 
tling Oregon  with  American  citizens! — that  it 
would  draw  away  our  strength — a  portion  of  our 
population. 

Now,  it  was  his  purpose  to  notice  briefly  these 
several  objections;  and  he  ahould  endeavor  to 
show  that  they  were  not  such  as  should  stop  the 
proceeding  of  the  friends  of  Oregon  on  this  ques- 
tion. 

First,  then,  as  to  the  objection  that  this  re*  ola- 
tion  ought  not  to  be  passed,  becanae  it  would  be 
considered  as  disrespectful  towards  Great  Britain. 
We  were  told  in  the  early  part  of  this  debate,  thstt 
theObvernmentof  England  had  sent  to  this  coun- 
try a  special  minister,  clothed  with  ample  power 
to  settle  this  never-ending  controversy;  that  here 
came  he  amongst  us  with  peace  on  his  lips  aid 
justice  in  his  heart,  prepared  to  do  us  all  the  jus- 
tice that  was  due  to  us.  Now,  if  this  were  so,  it 
would  be  placing  the  matter  in  a  very  different 
form  from  what  he  imagined  was  the  reality;  and 
her  should  be  very  much  gratified  if  could  believe 
this  assurance  had  something  substantial  to  rest 
upon.  He  had  not  forgotten  the  feverish  anxiety 
which  bad  existed  on  a  former  occasion  tbroo^- 
out  the  country,  and  which  was  allayed  by  sia- 
ilar  assurances,  afterward  far  from  being  rrelized. 
He  alluded  to  the  assurances  given  when  Lord 
Ashburton  waa  announced  as  a  special  minisirr 
coming  to  this  country  to  settle  all  matters  of  eoa- 
troversy  and  dispute  between  Great  Britain  and  tlse 
United  States.  We  were  told  he  waa  fully  accred- 
ited to  settle  all;  and  we  were  credulous  enough 
to  believe  ii,  and  to  throw  away  all  our  animos- 
ities engendered  by  aggressions  on  our  noribeaist 
boundary,  by  the  oi^rage  on  the  Caroline,  sod 
accumulated  insults  to  our  commerce,  and  every- 
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tbing  else  which  had  been  ealcutated  to  awaken 
the  spirit  of  the  country.  But  when  Lord  Ash- 
burton's  powers  came  to  be  examined,  we  found 
they  extended  only  to  the  settlement  of  one  out 
of  all  the  questions  of  difficulty  that  had  to  bead- 
justed.  Fresh  in  the  recollection  of  our  disap- 
pointment on  that  occasion,  what  had  we  now  to 
induce  us  to  believe  that  the  present  minister  from 
Great  Britain  has  more  power  to  settle  the  con- 
troversy about  Oreson  than  Lord  Ashbnrton  had.' 
What  knowledge  nad  we  that  he  was  at  all  au- 
thorized to  settle  it } 

It  was  agreed, some  time  ago,  that  this  contro- 
versy should  be  settled  at  the  capital  of  Great 
Britain.  Has  it  been  transferred  to  this  country.' 
What  authority  had  we  for  supposing  it  was .' 
Where  was  official  information  to  satisfy  us  of 
the  fact,  if  it  existed  ?  The  whole  thing  amounted 
to  this:  that,  because  it  had  pleased  the  Clueen 
of  Engtand,  in  the  seventh  year  of  her  reign,  to 
supersede  an  old  minister,  for  a  long  time  resi- 
dent here,  and  to  appoint  a  new  one — for  this 
reason,  and  no  other,  all  Congress  is  called  upon 
to  "  halt!  stand  as  you  are!  and  cease  to  prate 
about  Oregon.  If  you  attempt  to  legislate  when 
it  has  pleased  her  Majesty  to  send  a  new  minister 
here,  the  little  lady  will  get  angered,  and  war  may 
i>e  the  result  of  your  rashness." 

If  war  was  to  scourge  this  country  for  no  other 
provocation  than  forgiving  to  Uie  Presidentof  the 
United  States  such  suggestions  as  the  Senate  and 
the  Representatives  or  the  several  Slates  of  this 
Union  may  deem  requisite  and  expedient,  let  war 
come !  If  we  cannot  legislate  in  these  Halls  with 
perfect  freedom,  and  declare  our  sentiments  as 
freemen,  both  on  this  question  and  everv  other 
we  choose  to  discuss,  without  incurring  the  haz- 
ard of  involving  our  country  >in  war,  the  sooner 
that  fact  is  known  the  better.  If  we  cannot  act 
on  a  great  public  matter  of  national  interest  with- 
out consulting  court  etiquette,  and  the  lively  sen- 
sibilities of  a  foreign  Power,  rather  than  the  in- 
terests of  our  common  country,  the  sooner  we 
are  taught  that  lesson  the  better  for  us. 

The  new  British  minister^he  had  no  doubt, 
had  corae  here  to  supersede  the  old  one,  and  for 
no  other  purpose.  If  we  lake  no  steps  in  this 
matter,  we  shall  never  hear  anything  o(  negotia- 
tion. If  we  do,  we  are  told  that  war  is  to  grow 
out  of  it.  But'  one  thing  was  certain:  that  our 
citizens:,  \yishing  to  settle  the  Oregon,  required 
that  some  step  should  be  taken. 

With  regard  to  the  second'  objection,  that  our 
proceedings  are  disrespectful  to  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  inasmuch  as  they  amount  to 
a  usurpation  of  his  functions  under  the  Consti- 
tution, no  such  design  had  been  enteftained,  nor 
was  there  the  slightest  idea  of  acting  towards 
him  with  disrespect.  The  object  of  tne  resolu- 
tion waa  to  remove  out  of  his  way  the  impedi- 
ment to  the  negotiation  he  was  desirous  of  bring- 
ing to  a  favorable  issue.  He  has  no  power  per  at 
to  abrogate  the  existing  convention.  The  friends 
of  the  resolution  proposed  to  c|pthe  him  with  the 
necessary  power  to  do  so.  He  cannot  be  embar- 
rassed by  It,  because  he  has  twelve  months,  after 
the  notice  is  given,  to  carry  on  the  negotiation, 
and  conclude  a  treaty.  It  affords  him  ample 
time  to  settle  the  controversy,  if  it  can  be  settled 
by  diplomacy. 

He  had  heen  somewhat  amused  to  find  his 
friends  lectured  from  the  other  side,  about  being 
disrespectful  to  the  President.  How  long,  he 
would  like  to  know,  had  that  feeling  toward  the 
President  existed  on  that  side  of  the  Chamber? 
Disrespect  to  the  President!  How.'  The  Pres- 
ident had  been  successful  in  one  case  of  negotia- 
tion, at  least,  in  making  a  treaty.  He  and  his 
friends  wished  to  afford  him  the  means  of  being 
sueeesaful  in  effecting  another  treaty.  The  Pres- 
ident had  had  difficulties  enough  to  encounter  in 
the  adjustment  of  the  first;  but,  without  this  res- 
olution were  passed,  he  would,  in  the  next,  have 
such  difficulties  greatly  multiplied;  for  he  would 
.  have  to  encounter  the  indisposition  of  Great 
Britain  to  disturb  her  present  posiiion.  She  has 
all  she  wants— complete  possession  of  the  terri- 
tory, and  the  extension  of  her  laws,  civil  and 
criDMnal,  over  it.  She  has  had  all  this  for  twenty 
years,  and  has  been  appropriating  the  country  to 
her  own  use  and  that  of  our  subjects,  just  as  she 
pleased.  She  has  built  forts  there  for  the  per- 
manent protection  of  hersitbjects.  She  has  drawn 
wound  Its  harbors,  rivers,  and  coast,  her  armed 


vessels;  and  she  has  held  out  obstinately  against 
our  just  claims;  and  has  made  no  advances  what- 
ever towards  yielding  up  the  country  to  us. 

Mr.  S.  having  disposed  of  these  main  objec- 
tions to  the  resolution,  proceeded  at  considerable 
length  to  answer  the  minor  objections — namely, 
those  in  relation  to  there  being  no  necessity  for 
this  resolution,  and  the  supposition  that  a  draft 
of  our  population,  by  emigration  to  Oregon, 
would  weaken  our  strength;  which  objections  he 
showed  were  of  no  real  weight  or  moment. 

In  conclusion,  he  hoped  the  resolution  would 
be  adopted. 

Mr.  ARCHERsaid,  if  no  other  gentleman  was 
disposed  to  lake  any  further  part  in  this  debate, 
he  himself  was  disposed  to  let  the  vote  be  taken 
directly  upon  the  resolution  of  the  Senator  from 
Illinois,  [Mr.  Semple.]  He  withdrew  the  motion 
which  he  had  made,  which  was  the  pending  sub- 
ject before  the  Senate,  to  refer  the  resolution  to 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  with  a  view 
that  the  vole  might  come  on  directly  upon  the 
resolution.  The  question  now  would  be  upon 
thejMSsage  of  that  resolution. 

Mr.  SEMPLE  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered. 

The  question  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution 
was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays;  and  resulted — 
yeas  18,  nays  38;  as  follows: 

YBA9— .Mratrs.  Allen,  Atcliiinn,  Atlierton,  Bngbjr,  Ben- 
ton, BreeM,  Buchlinon,  Coiquiu,  Puirlleld,  Fulinn,  llon- 
ne^n,  Kins.  Semple.  Sevier,  Sturgeon,  Walker,  VVood- 
bury,  mid  Wrighi — 18. 

N.AVS — MeHnrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bstes.  Bnjrard.  Ber- 
rien, Chnate.  CInytnn,  Crittendi-n,  Dayton,  EvanH,  Foflter, 
Haywuod.  Huger,  Huntinctnn,  Jnrno^iii,  Johneoii,  MrOuf- 
fie,  Mangum,  Merrick,  Miller,  Moreliend,  Phelps,  Rivea, 
Shuinoni,  Tallniadge,  Upbam,  Wbiie,  and  Woudbridge— 
S«. 

So  the  resolution  was  rejected. 

PEt«SION  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  the  House  bill 
(No.  60)  making  appropriations  for  the  payment 
of  revolutionary  and  other  pensioners  of  the 
United  Stales  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  30th  of 
June,  1843,  was  taken  up  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  placed  under  consideration,  with  the 
following  amendments  reported  by  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance,  to  came  in  after  the  twentieth 
line: 

Por  supplying  a  deficiency  in  fnrmer  nppropriatlims  for 
tlie  flical  year  ending  Jut<c  3(1, 1844,  Ibr  pensioiM  under  ibe 
act  or  Marcli  3, 1843,  SI80,IK)0. 

Strike  nut  nil  alter  '■  repealed,"  in  Uiirty-llnt  line,  to  the 
end  or  the  bill. 

The  original  bill  appropriates. 

For  Invalid  peniilnnii,  9184.800; 

\Par  peniiona  underiheaetof  1818.  $196,000; 

For  penMians  under  the  ace  of  7tli  Jnlv,  1638.  and  the  act 
■upplemenlary  llieretn  of  a3d  Aliiiisl.  iM3.  94W.UnO  ; 

For  penriona  under  the  act  or  4lb  July,  1838,  9I34.S30. 

For  iialf-pay  peni«ion)f  to  widoW'.  and  orplmnii.  imyable 
though  llie  {Second  and  Third  Audilor>  of!ice]<,  9I,00U  ; 

For  arrears  ofpensiotis  prior  to  July,  IHIS,  pavable  through 
the  Third  Auditor's  olllce,  9*1,000  :  Pnvidei,  That  no  pen 
■ion  ahall  he  hereafter  grmiited  to  ^  widow  Tor  the  mine 
lime  that  her  husband  received  one :  Jind  provided  fiir'ker. 
That  no  pension  shall  hernafler  comuiencc  before  (he  day  on 
which  the  application  of  the  pcmon  .claiming  it  aliall  have 
been  filed  with  (lie  Coinninioner. 

[There  were  amendments  and  additional,  pro- 
visions in  the  bill,  as  amended  in  the  House,  a 
copy  of  which  the  reporter  was  not  able  to  obtain.] 

Mr.  EVANS  made  a  brief  explanation  of  the 
reasons  which  influenced  the  Finance  Committee 
in  proposing  these  amendments.  He  had  per- 
ceived, by  the  reports  of  the  Departmrflt,  that  an 
addition  of  $180,000  for  the  pension  list  was 
required;  and  with  a  view  of  ascertaining  the 
reasons  for  demanding  this-  addition,  he  had 
written  to  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions  for  an 
explanation,  and  had  received  his  answer,  which 
he  requested  would  be  read. 

The  letter  of  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions  was 
then  read  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  inquired  why  the  addition 
was  not  included  in  the  House  bill  itielf  ? 

Mr.  EVANS  said, it  was  intended  by  the  Com- 
missioner of  Pensions  to  apply  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  for  that  purpose;  but, some 
how  or  other,  it  had  been  omitted;  and  then  it 
was  understood  a  separate  bill  would  be  pro- 
posed. This  amendment  would  answer  the  pur- 
pose. 

The  amendments  reported  by  the  Committee 
on  Finance  were  adopted. 

Mr.  EVANS  then  moved  to  strikeout  the  Inst 
proviso  of  the  bill.    This  proviso  was,  in  effect, 


that  no  Army  or  Navy  pension  should  be  paid 
to  any  person  in  employment  and  receiving  pay 
otherwise  in  the  service  of  the  United  States.  Mr. 
E.  explained  his  reasons  for  moving  to  strike  nut 
this  proviso.  It  affected  only  two  persons  on  the 
Army  pension  list,  and  fourteen  on  the  Navy 
pension  list — one  of  the  former,  a  paymaster,  re- 
ceiving a  pension  of  $200,  and  another,  a  mili- 
tary storekeeper  receiving  a  pension  as  a  wounded 
lieutenant  in  the  late  war,  ofonlytS  75  per  month. 
The  whole  of  the  pensions,  both  lists  included, 
of  those  persons,  dfid  not  exceed  |3,350.  There 
were  some  cases,  he  understood,  in  the  Navy, 
which  would  be  grievously  affected  by  this  pro- 
viso. There  were  persons  performing  the  ser- 
vices they  were  employed  for  as  well  as  any  other 
person  could;  and,  as  a  matter  of  principle,  he 
thought  the  laws  allowing  pensions  for  injuries 
received,  ought  not  to  be  rendered  void  when 
those  persons  were  retained  in  the  service. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  back  to  the  Senate; 
and  the  question  beingonconcurrinerin  the  amend- 
ments adopted  in-lhe  Committee  of  the  Whole, 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  objected  to  the  last  proviso 
being  stricken  out,  andf  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays;  which  were  ordered. 

The  first  amendment,  adding  $lSO,000,was  con- 
curred in. 

The  question  on  striking  out  the  proviso  being 
about  to  l)e  taken  by  yens  and  nays, 

Mr.  WRIGHT  inquired  what  number  of  per- 
sons and  amount  of  pensions  and  pay  would  ba 
affected  by  the  proviso .' 

Mr.  EVANS  said  the  whole  amount  of  pen- 
sions would  be  only  (3,330;  and  the  number  of 
persons  affected  would  be  two  in  the  Army  list 
and  fourteen  in  the  Navy. 

Mr. WRIG  HT  adverted  to  the  manner  in  which 


the  I^avy  pension  fund  had  been  destroyed;  and 
he  fearetl  the  same  principle  was  involved  in  this 
matter. 

Mr.  EVANS  explained,  that  what  destroyed 
the  Navy  pension  fund  was  carrying  back,  by 
retrospective  action,  the  principle  of  pensioning. 

Mr.  BAYARD  opposed  the  motion  to  strike 
out  the  proviso,  and  made  a  brief  explanation, 
with  a  view  of  showing  that  it  was  the  act  of 
1837  which  had  occasioned  the  dissipation  of  the 
Nnvy  pension  fund;  which  act  was  n^pealed  in 
1843.  There  was,  he  thought,  a  contradiction  in 
terms  in  the  principle  involved  in  the  fact  of  giv- 
ing a  pension  for  injuries  rendering  the  individ- 
uals invalids — disabled  in  fact — and  allowing  them 
to  receive  full  pav  in  the  service. 

Mr.WOODUURY  concurred  with  the  Senator 
from  Delaware  as  to  the  causes  which  had  effect- 
ed the  destruction  nf  the  Navy  pension  fund.  He 
referred  to  an  act  of  Congress  prohibiting  persons 
so  employed  from  receiving  more  irt  pay  and  pen- 
sion than  amoynted  to  the  lull  pay  fur  such  ser-  * 
vices  as  they  performed. 

Mr.  EVANS  said  that  act  remained  in  full 
force.  The  persons  affected  by  the  provisa  of 
the  bill  now  under  consideration,  which  he  had 
moveil  to  strike  nut,  did  not  receive  more,  includ- 
ing their  pensions,  than  full  pay. 

Mr.  DAYTON  mentioned  instances  in  which 
persons  rendered  invalids  by  injuries  received  in 
the  service,  might,  from  the  knowledge  ihcy  had 
derived,  be  competent  to  fill  such  situations  as 
storekeepers,  with  great  advantage  to  the  public 
interest. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  concurred  with  the  sen- 
timents expressed  by  the  chairman  of  the  Finance 
Committee,  and  was  in  favor  of  striking  out  the 
proviso. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  maintained  that  the  only  cor- 
rect principle  was,  to  employ  for  the  public  ser- 
vice able  and  efficient  officers,  and  not  invalids, 
disabled  from  physical  inability  to  perform  the 
service  for  which  they  were  employed  lo  the  best 
advantage  to  the  country. 

Mr.  BAYARD  referred  to  the  act  of  1841  to 
show  that  an  officer  receiving  pay  in  the  Navy 
was  prohibited  from  receiving  both  pay  and  pen- 
sion. He  showed,  however,  lhat,if  this  proviso 
was  stricken  out,  a  captain  in  the  Navy  could  be 
appointed  storekeeper,  and  receive  both  pay  and 
pension. 

Mr.  EVANS  was  sorry  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  resisted  his  proposi- 
tion to  strike  Jiut  this  proviso.  He  contended 
that  the  Government  was  bound  to  keep  the 
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promise  of  pensiona  held  out  for  the  benefit  of 
the  service,  to  those  thus  induced  to  enter  the 
■errice  and  become  subject  to  its  hazards.  If 
persons  entitled  to  pensions  received  their  pen- 
sions, and  were  still  retained  in  the  service,  there 
was  no  just  reason  why  they  should  not  be  paid 
for  the  services  they  were  to  perform.  He  pointed 
out  many  ioslanceq  in  which  a  man  might  be  dis- 
abled of  the  use  of  a  leg  or  arm,  and  yet  he  would 
retain  that  intellectual  ability  which  was  most  de- 
sirable for  the  public  service. 

Mr.  BAYARD  observed  that  bis  friend  firom 
Maine  found  him  opposed  to  this  motion,  because 
he  was  a  real  friend  to  the  Navy.  He  adverted 
to  the  practice  of  the  British  Government,  in  the 
nervice  of  which,  a  captain,  retiring  from  ser- 
vice, gives  up  his  ship,  and  is  placed  on  half  pav, 
where  he  may  remain  till  the  day  of  his  death, 
without  again  being  ever  heard  of  in  public  ser- 
vice. He  thought  It  unreasonable  that  any  offi- 
cer should  have  both  pay  and  pension. 

Mr.  BATES  said  it  seemed  to  him  that  there 
was  no  business  for  such  a  proviso  in  an  appro- 
priation bill. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  resulted — 
yeas  19,  nays  21;  as  follows: 

YEAS  — M«Mn.  Atchiwn,  Barrow,  Bala,  Benien, 
Cboate,  Clayton,  Dayton,  Evsm,  Hannegan,  Huntington, 
Jamagin,  JohnMn,  Miller,  Morehead,  Phelps,  Simmooa, 
Tsllinadge,  Upham,  and  White— 19. 

NAYS— Meain.  Allen,  Atherton,  Bagby,  Bayard,  Dreete, 
Buchanan,  Colquitt,  Cnitendpn,  Fairiflflld,  Foster,  Hay- 
wood, King,  Mangum,  Merrick,  Rives,  Semple, 'rappan, 
Walker,  VVoodbury,  and  Wright— 31. 

So  the  proviso  was  not  stricken  out. 

Mr.  EVANS  now  moved  to  strike  out  another 

Eroviso,  the  import  of  which  waa  not  understood 
y  the  reporter. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  withdrew  his  call  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  this  motion. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  this  proviso  was 
adopted. 

The  amendments  were  then  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

BZECUTIVG  SESSION. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  BARROW,  the  Senate  went 
into  executive  session;  and  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
TacatDAT,  Mareh  21, 1844. 

The  Journal  having  been  read, 

Mr.  COBB,  in  pursuance  of  notice  given,  and 
on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  provide  further  com- 
pensation for  tlte  marshal  of  the  district  of  Geor- 
gia; which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

MEMORIALS,  ETC. 

Mr.  SUMMERS  presented  the  memori»I  of 
.  the  society  of  the  District  of  Columbia  for  the 
colonization  and  civilization  of  Africa,  praying 
Congress  to  adopt  such  measures  as  it  may  deem 
best  for  the  benefit  of  the  settlement  of  Liberia; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Commilleeon  Foreign 
Affairs. 

Mr.  SEMPLE  presented  the  joint  resolutions 
of  the  Legislature  of  Indiana,  on  the  aubject  of 
the  harbor  at  Michigan  city;  which  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  and  ordered  to  be  primed. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  presented  three  memorials 
from  the  State  of  Alabama,  on  the  subject  of  poet 
roads;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  asked  leave  to  present 
a  memorial  from  sundry  citizens  of  Philadelphia, 
remonstrating  against  the  passage  of  the  proposed 
bill  for  the  modification  of  the  present  tariff. 

Objections  beinp  made,  • 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  moved  to  suspend  the 
rules. 

Mr.  DICKEY  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered. 

The  memorial  was  then  read. 

Mr.  WELLERaskedifit  was  not  in  the  power 
of  the  gentleman,  under  the  rules,  to  present  this 
memorial  at  the  Clerk 's  table,  and  have  it  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  it  was. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  then,  by  general  con- 
sent, withdrew  the  motion  for  a  suspension  of 
the  rules,  and  said  that  he  would  present  the  me- 
morial at  the  Clerk's  table  • 


JUDICIAL  COURTS. 

Mr.  T.  SMITH  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution, which  was  agreed  to: 

Re»tv«l,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judioianr  Inqnite 
into  the  expediency  of  reporting  a  bill  to  this  Hoaiie,  aa 
soon  as  convenient,  amending  the  eleventh  section  of  the 
"  act  to  establish  the  iudlrial  cuurts  of  the  United  Stales," 
approved  September  94, 1788,  limitiiig  the  original  and  con- 
current Jurisdiciion  of  the  IJnited  Slates  courts  with  the 
courtvor  the  several  Stales,  so  that  the  United  States  coorta 
shall  not  lake  Jnrisdietion  in  cases  between  a  citisen  of  the 
State  where  Uie  suit  is  brought,  and  a  citizen  of  another 
State,  in  a  lesa  sum  that  two  thousand  doUara,  exeluaiveof 
casta. 

EXCHANGES,  CURRENCY,  ETC. 

Mr.  HUBARD  asked  leave  to  offer  the  follow- 
ing resolution: 

Raolvei,  That  the  Secretary  nfthe  Treunry  inquire  into, 
and  report  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  at  the  earliest 
practicable  day,  Uie  average  rate*  of  foreign  and  domestic 
exchanges  annually,  from  1816  to  1836,  and  from  1836  to 
1844 ;  also,  the  smnuut  of  specie  in  the  United  Slates  during 
the  same  periods ;  also,  the  rates  of  discount  on  Sute  liank 
notes  during  the  same  periods ;  also,  the  amount  lostby  the 
community  from  the  failure  of  banks.— ftom  deftilcations  of 
bank  officers — from  countrrfelta  and  fbrgeries  put  into  cir- 
culation, or  imposed  on  llie  banks ;  also,  the  loss  from  the 
defltruction  of  bank  notes,  drafts,  and  other  evidences  of 
bank  liabilities  daring  the  same  periods;  also,  the  amount 

Raid  annnally  to  bank  officers,  and  for  the  use  of  banking- 
ouaea ;  also,  the  number  and  capital  of  the  existing  Slate 
banks,  and  the  extent  of  their  circulation. 

Mr.  M.  BROWN  objected,  but  intimated  that 
he  would  withdraw  his  objections  if  the  mover 
would  amend  his  resolution  in  the  mode  he  point- 
ed out. 

Mr.  HUBARD  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rules. 

Mr.  BOYD  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered;  and  being  taken,  resulted — yea* 
117,  nays  22;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Adams,  Anderson,  Atkinson,  Barringer, 
Benton,  Edward  J.  Black,  James  Black,  Bower,  Bowlio, 
Boyd,  Jacob  Brinkerboff,  Brodhead,  Aamn  V.  BrownjMil- 
lon  Brown,  Jeremiah  Brown,  Buffingion,  Burke,  Bun,  Cald- 
well, Campbell,  Augustus  A.  Chapman,  Chilton,  Clinton, 
Cobb,  Coles,  Crass,  CulkHn,  Dana,  Daniel,  Garrett  Davis, 
John  W.  Davis,  Deiw,  Deberry,  Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Dun- 
lap,  Elmer,  Ficklin,  Fonar,  French,  Byram  Green,  Willia 
Green,  Hale,  Hamlin,  Haralson,  Hertick,  Hopkins,  Hous- 
ton, Ilubard,  Hubbell,  Hughas,  James  B.  Hunt,  Charles  J. 
Ingeraoll,  Jameson,  Cave  Joiinson,  Perley  B.  Jobnwa, 
George  W.  Jones,  Andrew  Kennedy,  Preston  King,  Kirk- 
patrick,  Labranche,  Leonard,  Lucas,  Maclay,  McClelland, 
McConnell,  McDowell,  Mcllvaine,  McKay,  Marsh,  Morse, 
Nes,  Owen,  PetUt,  Perioa,  Elisha  B.  Potter,  Emery  D.  Pot- 
ter, Purdy,  Ralhbun,  Reding,  Relfe,  Ehett,  Riller,  Robeita, 
Robinson,  Rockwell,  Rogers,  St.  John,  Sample,  Sannden, 
Senier,  Severance, Thomas  H.  Seymour,  Simoiis,  Simpson, 
Blidell,  John  T.  Smith,  Robert  Smith,  Thomas  Smith, 
Sieeiirod,  Stetson,  John  Stewsrt,  Stiles,  Strong,  Summers, 
Taylor,  Thompson,  Tibbatis,  Tucker,  Weller,  Wentworth, 
White,  Williama,  Woodward,  William  Wright,  Joseph  A. 
Wright,  and  Yost-1 17. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Baker,  Blackwell,  Carroll,  Catlin,Cllng- 
man,  Cranston,  Giddinss,  Orinnell,  Hardin,  Harper,  Hod- 
son,Wa«hingtnn  Hunt,  Jen ks,  Daniel  P.  King,  Newioo,  Pal- 
lefson,  Preston,  Thomasson,  Tyler,  Vinton,  Wetbefed,aod 
WinUirop— 33. 

So  the  rules  being  suspended ,  the  question  came 
up  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  HUBARD  demanded  the  previous  ques- 
tion, and  it  was  sustained  by  the  House. 

The  resolution  .was  then  agreed  to. 

RHODE  ISLAND  MEMORIAL. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  the  order  of  busi- 
ness to  be  the  resolution  of  the  select  committee 
on  the  Rhode  Island  memorial,  on  wbich  Mr. 
SiHONi  was  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  SI  MONS  rose  and  said  it  was  not  his  pur- 
pose to  inflict  on  the  House  a  speech;  but  there 
were  on  this  floor  two  classes  of  men — the  one 
were  the  talkers,  and  the  other  the  listeners.  He 
belonged  to  the  latter  class,  and  he  rose  to  claim 
for  the  class  to  wAich  he  belonged  their  rights 
and  privileges.  He  deemed  it  a  waste  of  the  time 
of  the  House  thus  to  consume  day  after  day, 
which  should  be  devoted  to  the  business  of  the 
country.  He  was  not  desirous  to  see  one  man 
on  one  day  set  up  that  which  was  set  down  by 
another  gentleman  on  the  next. 

Mr.  BURKE  interposed,  and  requested  the 
gentleman  from  Connecticut  to  yield  the  floor,  to 
give  him  an  opportunity  to  offer  an  amendment. 

The  Clerk  read  the  amendment  for  the  inform- 
ation of  the  House;  and  it  appeared  to  be  a  sub- 
stitute for  the  resolution  reported  by  the  chair- 
man ofthe  select  committee,  specifying  the  names 
of  the  witnesses  that  the  committee  desired  to 
examine. 

Mr.  SIMONS  agreed  to  offer  the  amendment 
for  the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire,  as  there 


was  some  difficulty  in  the  way  of  hia  yielding  the 
floor;  and  on'  that  he  moved  the  previous  quea- 
tion. 

The  SPEAKER  decided  the  amendment  to  be 
out  of  order. 

Mr.  SIMONS  then  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion on  the  subject  as  it  was  before  the  House 
when  he  took  the  floor. 

The  previous  question  was  sustained  by  the 
House;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  were  <»lled  for, 
and  ordered,  on  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
Maryland,  [Mr.  Cauiin,]  to  discharge  the  select 
committee  from  the  ftuther  consideration  of  the 
subject,  and  resulted — yeas  70,  nays  66;  m  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Adams,  Baker,  BafTinger,Miltan  Brawn, 
Jeremiah  Brown,  Buffingtan,  Burt,  Carroll,  Cblltaa,  Ctiag- 
msn.  Coles,  Cranston,  Cross,  Daniel,  Garrett  Davis.  Ricli- 
ard  D.  Davis,  Deberry,  Delict,  DicMy,  DiekinsMi,  EInar, 
Pish,  French.  Willis  Green,  GrinneU,  Haialsoii,  Umtta, 
Harper,  Hudson,  Washington  Hunt,  James  B.  Bant, 
Joseph  R.  IngenMlt,  Jenks,  Perley  B.  Johnson,  John  P. 
Kennedy,  Daniel  P.  King,  Lewis,  Lumpkin,  Mcllvaine, 
Marsh,  Edward  J.  Mniris,  Morse,  Moseloy,  Ne«,  Newton, 
Patterson,  Peyton,  Elisba  R.  Poller,  Prcsun,  Ramsey, 
Rhett,  Rockwell,  Rogers,  Sample,  Saunders,  Sentrr,  Sev- 
erance, Albert  Smith,  Spence,  Stiles,  Snmmers.  Tbonu*- 
son,  Tyler,  Vance,  Vinton.  Weihered,  White,  Wioituop, 
Woodward,  and  V7iliiam  Wright— 70. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Andenon,  Aikinaon,  Beatoa,  Edward 
J.  BIsck,  Jsmes  Black,  Blackwell,  Bower.  Bowlin,  Boyd, 
Bfodhead,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  William  J.  Brown,  Bark^ 
Caldwell,  Cary,  CaUin,  Reuben  Chapman,  Augusta*  A. 
Chapman,  Clinton,  enllon,  Dana,  Jobs  W.  Davis,  Dean, 
Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Dunlap,  Ficklin,  Fouer,  Byram 
Green,  Hale,  Hamlin,  Henley,  Hertick,  Hoge,  Hopkins, 
Houston,  Hubaid,  Hubbell,  Hughes,  Hungetfofd.  Cliartaa 
J.  Ingenoil,  Jameson,  Cave  Johnson,  Aiidrew  Johasua, 
George  W.  Jones,  Andrew  Kennedy,  Prestoa  Kiiw,  La- 
branche, Leonard,  Lucas,  MeCauslen,  Maclay,  MeClel- 
land,  McClernand,  McConnell.  McDowell,  McKay,  Par- 
menter,  Payne,  Pettit,  Emery  D.  Poucr,  Purdy,  Rathhan, 
Reding,  Relfe,  Ritter,  Roberu,  Robinson,  St.  Joba.SiaoiM, 
John  T.  Smith,  Thomas  Smith,  Robert  Smith,  SleeosBd, 
John  Stewart,  Stone,  Taylor, Thompson,  TibbaUB,Tackef, 
Weller,  Wentworth,  Wheaton,  Joseph  A.  Wiifbt,  ui 
Yost— 86. 

So  the  committee  were  not  discharged. 

The  question  recurred  upon  agreeing  to  the  ree- 
olution  reported  by  the  committee;  and  npOQlhie 
question  the  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded. 

In  reply  to  an  inquiry  from  Mr.  ADAMS, 

TbeSP£LAKER  said  that  no  amendment  wouU 
now  be  in  order — the  previous  question  bavii^ 
been  demanded,  and  the  main  ciuestioo  ordered; 
which  was  upon  agreeing  to  the  resolution  aa 
originally  reported  by  the  committee,  empower- 
ing the  committee  to  send  for  pers9ns  and  papera. 

Mr.  ELMER  m6ved  that  the  reaolulioa  be  laid 
upon  the  table. 

Upon  this  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  de- 
manded and  ordered;  and,  being  taken,  resulted 
—yeas  72,*»>aTS  84. 

So  the  resolution  was  not  laid  upon  the  table. 
'    The  question  was  then  taken  upon  agreeing  to 
the  resolution;  and  the  yeaa  and  nays  havinc  been 
previously  ordered,  were  taken,  and  leaiuied^ 
yeas  78i  naya  71;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Anderson,  Benton,  BlaekweB,  Bosscr, 
Bowlin,  Boyd,  Willlaro  J.  Brown,  Burke,  Caldwell,  Caiy, 
Catlln,  Augustus  A.  ChapnMn,  Clinton,  (;obb,  Crci»,  Cat- 
lorn,  Dana,  Daniel,  John  W.  Davis,  Dean,  Duacan.  Daalap, 
Ficklin,  Foster.  Byram  Green,  Hale,  Hamlin,  Hardin,  B«»- 
ley,  Herrick,  Hoge,  Hopkins,  Hnkard,  Bubbrll,  BaglMa, 
Hungerfurd,  James  B.  Hant,  Jameson,  Andrew  Johnsow, 
George  W.  Jones,  Andrew  Kennedy,  Leonard,  Lacaa, 
MeCauslen,  Maclay,  McClelland,  MdJlernand,  MeCoaacB, 
McDowell,  Owen,  Parmenter,  Payne,  Petiii,  Piatt,  fmitj, 
RaUibnn,  Reding,  Relfe,  Ritier,  Roberta,  RoMnsnn,  St.  Jote, 
Thomas  H.  Seymour,  Simons,  John  T.  Sasith,  Ttroaaaa 
Smith,  Bieenrod,  John  Stewart,  Stiles,  Sione,  TkosBpaDB, 
Tibbaiu,  Tucker,  Weller,  Wentworth,  Whcaiaa,WUI>aaw, 
and  Joseph  A.  tVright-78. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Abbott,  Adane,  Baker,  Banin^r,  Mit- 
lon  Brown,  Jeremiah  Brown,  Buffiagmn,  Bon,  Camil, 
Reuben  Chapmaa,  Chappell,  Cbilloo,  tSinch,  CKosmaa, 
l>>les,Collamer,  Cranston,  Gamn  Davis,  Richard  O.  Davis, 
Debernr,  Dickey,  Dickinson,  Elmer,  Fish,  Frencb.  6id- 
dings,  Willis  Green,  GrinneU,  Haralson,  Harper,  Hadsoo, 
Washington  Hunt,  Joseph  R.  IngenoR.'IrviB,  Perlcv  B. 
Johnson.  John  P.  Kennedy,  Daniel  P.  King,  Lswis,  M«II- 
vsine,  McKay,  Marsh,  Edward  J.  Morris,  Morse,  Maseley. 
Nes,  Newton,  Fsuerson,  Peyton,  Elisha  R.  Foosr,  Baa- 
sey,  Dsvid  8.  Raid,  RheU,  Rockwell,  Rogers,  Sample,  Ssa- 
ter.  Severance,  Albert  Smith,  Caleb  B.  Smidh  Spcsc«, 
Summers,  Tilden,  Tyler,  Vance,  Vanaieter,  Vinton.  Wctk- 
ered.  While,  Wiothrop,  Woodward,  and  WiHiam  Writht— 
71. 

Mr.  HARDIN  moved  a  reconaideration  ofthe 
vote  by  which  the  resolution  had  been  adopted  ^ 
and  addressed  the  House  on  the  subject  or  Mr. 
Van  Buren's  political  course,  which  he  endeav- 
ored to  show  was  inconsistent.  Mr.  U.  eoa- 
cluded  by  moving  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  BURKE  rose  to  address  the  Chair. 
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Mr.  ADAMS  also  rose, and  said  he  hoped  the 
gentleman  would  withdraw  his  demand  for  the 
previous  question. 

Mr.  HARDIN  assented, on  condition  that  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  would  renew  it. 

The  SPEAKER  remarked  that  the  gentleman 
from  New  Hampshire  [Mr.  Bcrke]  had  been 
first  recognized  by  the  Chair,  and  was  entitled  to 
the  floor. 

Mr.  HARDIN.  Then  I  will  not  withdraw 
the  motion.  1  do  not  like  to  be  too  kind  to  my 
friends. 

Mr.  BURKE  then  moved  that  the  <|uestion  of 
reconsideration  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  If  the  gentleman  will  with- 
draw the  moiion.and  yield  me  the  6oor,I  promise 
Aot  tospeakatall  on  the  subject  before  th^  House, 
and  not  even  to  mention  Mr.  Van  Buren's  name. 
I  propose  to  apeak  upon  a  very  irrelevant  matter. 

Mr.  BURKE  insisted  upon  his  motion  to  lay 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  ADAMS  observed,  that  he  would  gel  an 
opportunity,  perhaps,  when  the  report  of  the 
committee  comes  in,  to  address  the  House.  His 
object  was  to  convince  them  that  the  power  to 
■end  for  persona  and  papers  ought  not  to  be 
granted. 

Mr.  WELLER  said,  as  the  House  seemed  to 
be  rather  thin, -especially  on  his  side  of  it,  he 
would  move  a  call  of  the  House. 

Upon  this  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  or- 
dered. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  resulted— yeas 
96,  nays  63. 

So  a  call  of  the  House  was  ordered. 

The  roll  was  called ,  and  it  was  ascertained  that 
one  hundred  and  sixty  members  answered  to 
tbeir  names. 

The  absentees  being  called,  it  was  ascertained 
that  there  were  one  hundred  and  seventy-eight 
inemberB  present. 

Mr.  VANCE  moved  that  further  proceedings 
under  the  call  be  dispensed  with;  which  motion 
was  rejected. 

The  SPEAKER  then  directed  the  doors  of  the 
Hall  to  be  closed,  and  the  absentees  were  called 
for  the  purpose  of  hearing  excuses:  whereupon 
excuses  were  severally  oflTered  for  them,  and 
twenty  of  them  Were  excused  on  account  of  in- 
disposition of  themselves  and  their  families,  and 
other  neeessarr  causes  foi  absence. 

Mr.  WELLERmoved  that  all  further  proceed- 
ing under  the  call  be  suspended. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Indiana,  moved  an  adjourn- 
ment, but  again  withdrew  it. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  hoped  all  further  pro- 
ceedings, under  the  call,  would  be  dispensed  with. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for,  but  not  or- 
dered, and  the  motion  to  suspend  was  negatived. 

Mr.  HOLMES  moved  that  the  Sergeanl-at- 
Arms  be  sent  in  search  of  the  absentees. 

The  SPEAKER  put  thequestion, and  reported 
that  the  ayes  appeared  to  have  it. 

A  division  was  called  for;  but,  before  it  was 
taken, 

Mr.  VANCE  suggested  that  if  they  proceeded 
to  send  for  the  absentees,  the  entire  day  would  be 
thus  consumed;  and  he  asked  if  it  was  desired 
that  the  members  present  shoulii  sit  still  while  the 
Sergeant-at-Arms  was  searching  for  the  absen- 
tees? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  called  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  to  order,  as  debate  was  not  in  order  unless 
a  motion  was  made  to  reconsider. 

Mr.  RATH  BUN  said  that  he  would  make  the 
motion  to  reconsider.  ^ 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  inquired  how  many  mem- 
bers were  absent  ? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  there  were  seven- 
teen absent  without  excuse. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  said  the  object  of  the  call 
was  to  get  a  quorum  present  to  do  the  business 
of  the  House,  and  that  had  beenr-accomplished; 
but  if  the  House  persisted  in  the  call,  they  must 
.be  kept  here  uselessly  while  the  absent  members 
were  oroughtfrom  Baltimoreand  elsewhere.  He 
moved  again  that  all  further  proceedings  under 
Uie  call  be  dispensed  with. 

The  SPEAKER  put  the  question;  and,  on  a 
division,  there  were — ayes  79,  noes  C6. 

All  further  proceedings  were  therefore  sus- 
pended 


The  question  then  recurred  on  the  motion  to 
lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the  table,  on  which 
the  yeas  and  nays  had  been  ordered. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  token;  and  resulted — 
yeas  89,  nays  77. 

So  the  motion  was  laid  on  the  table, 

SECOND  REGIMENT  OP  DRAGOONS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HARALSON,  the  House 
resolved  ilself  intp  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  slate  of  the  Union  on  the  bill  to  remount 
the  second  regiment  of  dragoons,  (Mr.  C.  Jobn- 
soK  in  the  chair.) 

The  CHAIRMAN  slated  thequestion  to  beon 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
[Mr.  Adams,]  made  yesterday,  to  strike  out  all 
after  the  enacting  clause,  and  insert  a  substitute 
to  disband  that  regiment;  on  which  the  mover  of 
that  amendment  had  the  floor. 

Mr.  ADAMS  recounted  the  history  of  the  re- 
duction of  the  Army, and  declared  his  conviction 
that  that  reduction  was  judicious.  It  had  oper- 
ated no  injury;  for  the  Army  was  still  sufficiently 
lar^e  fur  all  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  re- 
quired, notwithstanding  the  repeated  recommend- 
ations which  had  been  made  by  officers  of  this 
Administration  for  an  increase  of  both  Army  and 
Navy.  The  present  Army  was  competent  to  the 
protection  of  the  frontier,  and  the  Navy  to  the 
protection  of  the  commerce  of  the  country.  He 
had  heard  no  complainu  of  their  insufficiency. 
He  saw,  to  sure,  in  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs,  what  he  had  often  seen  be- 
fore— a  recommendation  for  an  increase;  but  fur 
what  purpose.'  There  was  no  reason  assigned 
sufficient  to  satisfy  him  of  the  necessity  for  any 
such  increase.  A  report  proceeding  ftom  the 
Navy  Department  recommended  a  larger  appro- 
priation than  had  been  granted  at  any  former 
time.  But  look  at  the  nature  of  the  service  per- 
formed by  the  present  naval  establishment — a 
squadron  engaged  inlakingposaessibnofa  friend- 
ly country.  It  was  suggested  that  the  Navy  of 
this  country  ought  to  be  equal  to  one  half  that  of 
Great  Britain;  but  for  whatpurpose?  Toconsti- 
tute  ourselves  competitors  with  her  for  the  do- 
minion of  the  ocean?  They  were  told  that  they 
ou^ht  to  be  in  a  position  to  go  to  war  with  Great 
Britain,  in  case  she  should  take  possession  of  the 
Sartdwich  Islands.  The  French,  he  perceived, 
had  taken  possession  of  the  Society  Islands. 
Why  not  make  war  upon  the  French?  Was  it 
to  be  the  policy  of  this  country  to  do  that  which 
we  charge  England  with  doing — to  stir  up  every 
possible  fepling  of  animosity,  of  rancor,  and  of 
revenge?  If  not,  where  was  the  necessity  of  in- 
cceass  ?  He  had  heard,  here  and  elsewhere,  sen- 
timents upon  this  subject  to  which  he  felt  bound 
to  express  his  entire  dissent.  It  was  the  duty  of 
the  statesmen  of  every  civilized  nation,  as  long 
as  peace  could  be  preserved  with  other  nations, 
to  preserve  it,  and  even  to  make  sacrifices  for  its 
preservation. 

He  deprecated  the  frequent  appeals  that  he  said 
had  been  made  to  the  passions  and  prejudices  of 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  to  inflaitie  their 
rancor  against  England;  and  said  that  it  was  the 
best  policy  of  the  rulers  of  this  country  to  cher- 
ish amicable  relations  with  the  Government  of 
that  country  as  well  as  with  all  others.  In  regard 
to  the  bill  before  the  House,  he  contended,  in  the 
first  place,  that  it  went  to  repeal  an  executed  act; 
and,  in  the  second  place,  he  hoped  the  House 
would  not  agree  to  it;  and  that  they  would  at  least 
keep  the  regiment  of  riflemen  as  it  now  exists,  if 
they  refused  to  adopt  his  amendment.  He  thought 
it  would  be  much  better  for  the  Country,  however, 
to  disband  it  on  the  4th  of  July  next. 

After  a  few  more  remarks  from  Mr.  A., 

The  CHAIRMAN  announced  that  his  hour 
had  expired. 

Mr.  HARALSON  observed  that  the  bill  came 
from  the  Senate, and  the  Military  Committee  were 
not  therefore  responsible  for  drafting  it.  The 
committee  had,  bowever,uponexumination, come 
to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  framed  in  the  shape 
the  best  calculated  to  accomplish  the  object  in 
view.  The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  ob- 
jected that  the  bill  proposed  to  repeal  an  act  that 
was  already  executed.  Now,  to  examine  thiy 
objection,  how  did  it  stand?  The  second  regi- 
ment of  dragoons  was  not  disbanded  by  the  act 
of  1842,  but  was  converted  into  a  regiment  of  ri- 
flemen, by  taking  away  their  horses  and  accou- 


terments;  and  this  bill  proposed  to  remount  ibem, 
by  restoring  their  horses  and  accoutermenls.  No 
additional  men  would  be  required.  The  number 
in  the  Army  would  be  precisely  what  it  is  now; 
but  the  regiment  would  be  more  efficient  and  ca- 
pable of  acting  against  Indians,  which,  in  the 
predatory  and  sudden  mode  of  warfare  practiced 
by  those  people,  it  was  known.that  infantry  could 
not  do  with  effect.  Nothing  but  horse  was  able 
to  overtake  and  chastise  them  after  one  of  their 
sudden  and  unlooked  for  attacks.  It  was  not  in 
the  power  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  remount 
this  ree^iment  without  the  sanction  of  Congress. 
It  would  be  looked  upon  as  a  usurpation  of  au- 
thority, if  he  did  so,  no  matter  how  imperious 
the  necessity  for  it.  Hence  the  introduction  of 
the  present  hill.  He  assured  the  gentleman  that 
he  would  go  as  far  with  him  as  any  memBer  on 
that  floor,  in  economizing  the  expenditures  of  the 
Army, and  lopping  oflTunnecessary  ones;  but  this 
expense  he  deemed  absolutely  necessary  for  the 
defense  of  the  country. 

He  continued  to  remark  that  an  increase  of  the 
Navy  was  not  contemplated;  and  then  returned 
to  the  bill  before  the  committee  to  remount  the 
second  regiment  of  dragoons;  and  said  he  trusted 
he  had  shown  that  the  repealing  clause  was  ne- 
cessary. He  then  proposed  to  return  to  that  por- 
tion of  the  bill  which  created  this  sort  of  military 
force,  and  gave  its  history,  and  stated  the  neces- 
sity which  existed  for  it. 

He  also  replied  to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Adams, 
made  yesterday,  and  showed  that,  if  this  act 
should  pass  in  its  present  shape,  the  dismounted 
dragoons  would  have  no  claim  for  compensation 
for  being  so  dismounted.  He  likewise  advocated 
the  passage  of  the  bill  on  the  ground,  mainly,  of 
the  pVoximity  of  the  Indian  tribes,  and  the  obli- 
gation of  the  Government  to  protect  those  on 
whose  borders  these  Indian  tribes  had  been  placed, 
who  were  now  unprotected  for  several  hundretl- 
miles,  and  but  inefficiently  protected  at  other 
points  of  their  exposed  frontier.  He  met  the  case, 
too,  as  one  of  expenditure,  and  hoped  the  amend- 
ment would  be  voted  down  by  the  unanimoua 
voice  of  the  House. 

Mr.  McDowell  moved  that  the  committee 
rise;  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  committee  rose  accordingly,  and  reported 
progress. 

PENStON  LAWS. 

Mr.  HENLEY  desired  permission  to  intro- 
duce a  resolution  to  direct  the  Committee  on  Re- 
volutionary Pensions  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  extending  the  pension  laws,  in  certain 
coses;  but,  as  objections  were  mode,  the  resolu- 
tion was  not  received. 

COLLECTION  DISTRICT  IN  MAINE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HAMLIN,  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  were  discharged  from  the  further 
.consideration  of  the  bill  No.  5,  being  a  hill  cre- 
ating a  new  collection  district  in  the  State  ef 
Maine. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

The  rollowingpetitioiu,  presentnl  to-day,  were  banded  to 
tile  reporters  by  the  mKDibpre  presenUug  Utem: 

By  Mr.  J.  BKINKGRIiOFF  :  Tlie  pt-tiiion  of  citizens  of 
Riclilniid  nnd  Huron  couiuiei<,  Oliji),  praying  an  nppmpria- 
tii>n  for  tlie  repair  nnd  improvement  01*  Huron  hnrbur,  on 
Lake  Erie ;  wiiich  woji  reterred  to  Uie  Coiuinitteeoii  Com- 
merce. 

AlDO,  the  pethimi  of  ritlzenn  of  Delaware  cooniy,  Oliio, 
praying  (or  a  mail  rout^  from  VVonhinftton,  in  paid  county, 
to  AKhlnnd,  in  Iticlilaiid  county  ;  which  wai  ivreired  to  Ihe 
Cnminitlec  on  tlie  Post  (Itnce  and  Post  Rooda. 

AliMi,  the  petition  of  cilizena  of  Oliio,  twing  stockholders 
of  the  Manifleld  aild  Sandiisliy  C'ily  R^ilroail  Company,  Ibr 
a  law  uullKihzin^ht'm  to  import  iron  for  iiaid  mad  free  of 
duty  ;  which  waa  referred  to  the  Commiuee  of  Waya  and 
Means. 

By  Mr.  ROCKWELL :  The  petition  of  atily- three  eiti- 
zeas  of  Berluliire  county,  MasMcliuseits,  praying  that  auch 
a  revision  of  t)ie  tantf  may  be  maUu  as  will  compel  the  im- 
porters of^foreign  wool  to  contribute  a  due  proportion  to  the 
revenue,  and  give  protectiim  and  encouragement  to  the  nu- 
merous claKS  of  citizens  engaged  in  agriculture  and  wool- 
growing,  equal  to  tliat  extended  to  the  wuoleu  mauulhc- 
lurers  and  uiiier  branches  of  Amerirnn  indu!«try. 

AUo,  the  netitiniis  of  Samuel  Kirttland  and  forly.one 
others  ;  and  11  Mennuni  and  thirty- live  others,  citizens  of 
Norwich,  Maswicliusetts,  praying  for  a  redticlion  of  letter 
postage,  and  the  abolition  of  the  franking  privilege. 

By  Mr.  HOPKINd:  The  nvinorial  of  John  Siickney, 
postmaster  at  Shawneetown,  Illinois,  praymg  for  an  in- 
crease of  compensation  ;  wtiich  w.is  referred  to  Uie  Com- 
miuee on  the  Po^t  Olfice  and  Post  Roads. 

By  Mr.  HAMLIN :  The  remonstrance  of  Jame*  Crosby 
sad  forty-seven  oilisis,  citizeoa  of  Bangor,  Mains,  afsinst 
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tbe  petitioiM  of  Samuel  Smith  and  othera  and  Q.  W.  Bind- 
ley and  othera ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Waya  and  Meant. 

By  Mr.  BROtVN,  of  Pennaylvania :  Tb«- memorial  of 
citizens  of  Lancaster  county,  I^nnsylvania,  remonstrating 
afainst  any  alteration  in  the  existing  tariff  law. 

By  Mr.  HOGE  :  The  petition  of  Sidney  Rigdon,  W.  Ha 
Rollosson,  and  one  hundred  and  ninety-six  others, citizens 
of  the  city  of  Nuuvoo.in  the  State  of  Illinois^  praying  Con- 
gress to  malte  appropriations  for  the  iramediaie  improve- 
ment of  the  upper  Mississippi  and  Mifisouri  rivers;  wlHcIl 
was  referred  to  the  Cominiltee  of  lh«  Whole  on  the  state  of 
tlie  Union. 

By  Mr.  SELFE:  The  petition  of  the  citizens  of  the  city 
of  Cape  Giradeau,  Missouri,  asking  Congreu  to  make  ap- 
propriations fur  Uie  improvement  of  the  western  rivers ; 
which  wu  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union. 

By  Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana:  The  petition  of  James  L. 
Loyd,  of  Owen  county,  Indiana,  asking  an  increase  of  pen- 
sion as  a  wounded  marine. 

Also,  tlie  petition  of  Miles  Flinn,  and  nineteen  otbeis, 
citizens  of  Sullivan  county,  Indiana,  asking  a  donation  of 
Injid  to  continue  Uie  Wabash  and  Erie  canal  to  the  Ohio 
river. 

By  Mr.  RAMSET :  The  petition  of  Theo.  Fettn,and  nu- 
merous others,  citizens  of  Dauphin  county,  Pennsylvania, 
praying  Congress  to  maintain  the  larifTnf  l&4ij,  until  expe- 
rieuce  shall  have  demonstrated,  by  ascertained  fbcts,  that  a 
change  would  be  for  the  better. 

By  Mr.  J  AMG30N :  The  petition  of  sundry  citizens  of 
Montgomery  county,  Misruiiri,  praying  for  tbe  improvement 
of  tlie  wetitern  harbors  and  rivers. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Lorenzo  Waugh,  praying  that  land 
■crip  may  issue  on  military  warrant  No.  4IS79,  given  to 
James  Waugh,  >  revolutionary  soldier,  and  to  tais  heirs  or 
assigns. 

By  Mr.  LUMPKIN:  The  petition  of  fllty.tbree  citizens 
of  Walker  county,  Georgia,  praying  the  establishment  of  a 
mail  route  from  Cleveland,  in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  by 
the  way  iif  Red  Clay,  Dogwood.  Medicinal  Springs,  and 
Sunset,  to  Kunie,  in  the  Slate  of  Georgia,  a  distance  of  sev- 
enty three  miles ;  which  wa.<  referred  to  tile  Committee  on 
tlie  Po.<t  OfHce  and  Post  Rnads. 

By  Mr.  MclLVAINE:  The  memorial  of  Henry  Hooper 
and  thirty  Uiree  others,  citizeus  of  Pennsylvania,  remon- 
strating against  aiiv  alteration  of  the  present  tnrilT. 

By  Mr.  TIBDA1T3:  The  pvlilion  of  Jesse  Campbell, of 
Mason  county,  Kentucky,  a  soldier  in  the  late  war  with 
Great  Britain,  and  one  of  the  captives  conllnedin  the  Dart- 
moor prison,  in  England,  praying  that  Congress  may  pass  a 
law  for  his  relief,  he  now  being  poor  and  an  invalid,  ased 
and  Infirm ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Inva- 
lid Pensions. 

By  Mr.  SMITH,  of  Illinois:  Tbe  memorial  of  Elijah 
Willard  and  one  hundred  and  lilty  others,  citizens  of  Union 
county,  lllinoi..!,  praying  Congress  to  make  adequate  n|ipro- 
priations  for  the  iinproveineiit  of  the  navigation  of  the  west- 
erta  rivers  and  lakes,  and  the  harbor  at  St.  l.uuis ;  which 
was  referred  lo  tlie  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  to  which  was  referred  a  bill  on  the  same  sub- 
ject. 

By  Mr.  FISH :  The  petition  of  John  Jayand  others,  eitl- 
sens  of  New  York,  for  an  international  copyriglit. 

Also,  toe  petition  of  many  citizens  of  New  York,  in  favor 
of  a  warehouse  svvtem. 

By  Mr.  DAWSO.V :  The  petitlnnnf  iheiiihahiiantsof  tbe 
parish  of  Carroll,  Louisiana,  praying  the  Government  for 
remuneration  for  their  labor  and  money  in  making  a  levee 
tiiree  miles  in. length,  on  the  .Missis^ipjii  river,  on  the  public 
lands.  Said  levee  has  been  the  preservation  of  many  indi- 
viduaho^nd  has  made  valuable  the  adjoining  public  lauds, 
Itc;  winch  was  referred  to  the  proper  cuinniittee. 

By  Mr.  HUGHES:  Tlie  petition  of  sundry  citizens  of 
Holt  county,  Missouri,  asking  Congress  to  eAtiihlish  a  mail 
route  from  High  Creek  posiotRce  to  Daniel  Uuiitsucker,on 
the  Neslieiiabtitta  river,  in  saiil  county. 

By  Mr.  JEvKS  :  The  remniisimiiceof  slityonecitlzens 
of  Losalle  county,  Illinois,  againsl  the  esublisbmeut  of  a 
post  route  in  said  county.  ■ 


IN  SENATE. 
Fridat,  March  22,  1844. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SEMPLE,  a  document, 
which  waa  reported  to  the  Si^nate  a  few  daysa{;o, 
relative  in  the  fees  and  emotumenis  received  by 
consuls,  vire  consuls,  and  commercial  agents  of 
the  United  States  abroad,  waa  talcen  from  the 
table,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, and  ordered  lo  be  printed. 
PETITIONS,  ETC. 

Mr.  STURGEON  presented  fouf«e»eral  peti- 
tions from  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  praying  that 
no  alteration  may  be  made  in  the  tarifT  of  1843; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance. 

Mr.  S.  also  presented  the  preamble  and  reso- 
lution adopted  by  the  Legislature  of  Peiini-ylra- 
nia,  instructing  the  Senators  and  requesting  the 
Representatives  from  that  Stale  to  oppose  any 
change  in  the  present  tarilT,  which  miglit  prove 
injurious  to  the  manufacturing  and  agricullural 
interests  of  that  Commonwealth;  and  sternly  to 
resist  any  reduction  in  the  present  duties  on  iron, 
coal,  and  wool,  and  to  omit  no  eflbrt  to  sustain 
all  the  great  inlcreats  of  the  nalioircalculated  to 
foster  and  promote  American  industry. 

Mr.  S.  remarked  that  the  unanimity  with  which 
the  resolutions  passed  that  Lcgislatu  re,  composed 


of  members  differing  widely  on  mostother  sub- 
jects, showed  clearly  the  united  feeling  of  the 
whole  State  on  the  tariff  question.  The  resolu- 
tion passed  in  the  House  by  a  unanimous  Tote 
of  81;  in  the  Senate  by  a  vote  of  30  to  1.  This 
showed  clearly  that  there  was  no  party  vote  on 
its  adoption. 

This  was  a  subject  in  which  those  whom  he  in 
part  represented,  felt  a  deep  interest.  The  reduc- 
tions under  the  compromise  act  prostrated  the- 
great  interests  in  Pennsylvania,  spoken  of  in  the 
resolutions.  The  pressure  which  had  borne  down 
those  interests  was  removed  by  the  passage  of  the 
tariff  of  1843.  The  feeling  with  which  the  minds 
of  the  manufacturers  was  depressed  by  tbe  re- 
ductions under  that  act  has  been  changed.  The 
act  of  1842  has  imparted  to  the  people  in  Penn- 
sylvania a  new  life  for  business;  and  they  confi- 
dently hope  that  the  vitality  which  business  now 
has,  will  not  be  destroyed  by  mistaken  legislation. 
The  party  to  whiph  he  had  the  honor  to  belong, 
were  in  favor  of  a  tariff  for  revenue,  with  inci- 
dental protection,  believing  that  that  would  meet 
the  wants  of  all  the  great  interests.  The  reduc- 
tion on  the  article  of  rolled,  hammered,  and  pig 
iron,  as  proposed  in  the  bill  which  has  been  re- 
cently laid  on  their  tables,  might  possibly  be 
borne,  but  this  was  not  the  act  they  complained 
of.  It  was  the  deep  redaction  on  all  articles  man- 
ufactured, such  as  sheet  iron,  nails,  spikes,  rods, 
and  every  other  article  which  is  manufactured  out 
of  the  more  crude  articles.  Of  what  benefit  would 
it  be  to  the  manufacturers  of  bar  iron  or  pigs,  if 
all  the  articles  to  which  the  material  is  to  be  ap- 
plied were  to  be  furnished  by  a  foreign  market  i 
It  would  remain  on  his  hands  as  an  unsalable 
drug.  But  there  was  another  blow  aimed  at  our 
interests,  and  he  was  sorry  to  say  that  blow 
comes  from  a  quarter  he  least  expected.  He 
might,  on  this  occasion,  exclaim,  tt  (u  quoqnt  mi 
fill.  He  alluded  to  the  introduction  of  railroad 
iron  free  of  duty;  (a  bill  for  which  had  been  re- 
ported from  the  Finance  Committee  in  this  body.) 
This  would  be  worse — if  worse  could  be — than 
the  bill  to  which  he  had  just  alluded,  which  has 
originated  in  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Let  us  look  for  one  moment  at  its  effects.  In 
the  early  construction  of  our  railroads,  the  Sat  bar 
was  thf  material  used.  Its  use  was  now  about.to 
be  dispensed  with;  and  had  already,  in  many  in- 
stances, been  dispensed  with,  and  the  T-rail  sub- 
stituted. Thiswould  throw  the  whole  of  flat  bars 
into  the  market,  and  that  without  a  cent  of  duty. 
Tbe  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore  railroad  was,  he 
understood,  about  to  relay  thirty  miles  of  their 
road,  which  would  probably  take  seven  or  eight 
thousand  tons.  What  would  be  the  amount  of 
the  flat  bar  rails  thrown  on  the  market  in  conse- 
quence he  was  not  informed;  but  he  supposed  it 
to  be  about  three  or  four  thousand  tons.  The 
Philadelphia  and  Reading  road  was  also  about  to 
.relay  part,  if  not  the  greater  portion  of  their  road, 
thereby  throwing  an  equal,  if  not  a  greater  amount 
on  the  market.  But  the  process  would  not  stop 
there.  It. was  now  said  tiiat  tbe  T-rail  was  much 
inferior  to  another  improvement  called  the  bridge 
rail;  and  after  being  used  for  a  few  years,  the 
T-rail  would  be  dispensed  with  and  the  bridge 
rail  substituted.  Thus  would  another  quantity 
of  iron,  duty  free,  be  thrown  into  the  market.  All 
these  operations  would  have  a  tendency  to  deeply 
injure  the  iron  interests  in  Pennsylvania.  In  the 
circumstance  of  the  introduction  of  the  bill  in  the 
Senate  to  admit  railroad  iron  duty  free,  and  a 
knowledge  of  the  fact  that  an  immense  amount 
of  old  railroad  iron  would  be  thrown  into  the 
market,  the  Senate  would  readily  perceive  the  I 
cause  for  the  great  interests  felt  by  the  people  of 
the  manufacturing  districts  of  Pennsylvania  that 
the  tariff,  aa  it  now  existed,  should  not  be  dis- 
turbed. 

In  accounting  for  the  cheap  price  of  iron  a  short 
time  since,  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire, 
[Mr.  WooDBvar,]  two  days  ago,  remarked  that 
the  reduction  of  the  price  of  iron  was  materially 
owing  to  the  introduction  of  a  superior  process  of 
manufacture.  He  did  not  deny  that,  to  a  certain  I 
extent,  the  introduction  of  improvements  in  the 
mode  of  manufacturing  had  some  effect  upon  the 
pAce;  but  it  could  not  have  been  the  cause  which 
produced  such  ruinous  results  to  the  iron  interests 
throughout  this  country.  He  then  went  on  to 
show  the  variation  in  the  prices  per  ton,  at  differ- 
ent periods,  fur  several  years  past,  with  a  view  to 


show  how  seriously  the  iron  interests  were  af- 
fected by  the  reduction  of  the  tariff  on  that  arti- 
cle; and  to  show  that  if  that  interest  had  proper 
protection  by  the  tariff,  railroad  and  other  iron 
could  be  manufactured  and  delivered  at  a  much 
lower  rate  than  the  railroad  companies  had  here- 
tofore paid.  The  manufacturers  of  iron  have  all 
the  materials  necessary,  and  could  soon  be  pre- 
pared to  manufacture  sufficient  for  all  the  demands 
of  the  country;  but  under  the  doubt  in  which  tbe 
policy  of  the  country  was  involved,  they  were 
afraia  to  operate  extensively.  He  moved  that  the 
resolution  be  read  and  printed. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  said  he  did  not  rise  to  ob- 
ject to  the  motion  to  print,  or  to  enter  into  any 
discussion  of  what  bad  been  stated  by  the  Sena-, 
tor  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Sturgcoh.]  But 
be  would  inform  the  Senate  that,  in  the  place 
where  high  or  low  duties  now  had  little  or  no 
effect  on  the  price  of  iron — as  so  small  an  amount 
was  imported  there,  and  a  near  approatJi  to  half 
the  manufactures'  of  iron  in  the  civilized  world 
existed — the  price  had  greatly  fallen,  and  chiefly 
from  new  improvements  in  the  making  of  it.  His 
authority  for  the  remark  a  few  days  ago,  which 
had  been  referred  to— saying  the  price  had  fallen 
to  one  third  of  its  former  amount,  was  a  very  high 
one — being  a  speech  of  Mr.  Bright,  a  member  of 
Parliament,  at  Liverpool,  lost  September. 

Mr.  STURGEON.  The  reason  was,  that  there 
was  no  demand. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  MERRICK  presented  four  memorials  nu- 
merously signed  by  citizens  of  Alleghany  county, 
Maryland,  praying  that  the  duties  on  iron  and 
coal  mny  not  be  reduced  or  altered  from  the  rate 
fixed  by  the  tariff  act  of  1843;  which  were  referred 
to  the  Commiiiee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  RIVES  presented  a  petition  from  Rebecca 
Beckham,  the  daughter  of  the  late  Robert  Lovell, 
who  was  a  lieutenant  in  the  war  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, asking  Congress  to  grant  commuution  pay 
and  some  consideration  for  the  depreciation  of 
the  money  in  which  her  father  was  paid;  which 
waa  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Claims. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  the  Colonization  So- 
ciety of  the  District  of  Columbia,  asking  the 
consideration  of  Congress  as  lo  the  expediency 
of  passing  some  act  to  aid  the  settlemenu  on  the 
coast  of  Africa,  commenced  by  this  country: 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  two  memorials 
from  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  similar  to  a  num- 
ber already  presented,  praying  that  no  change 
may  be  made  in  the  present  tariff,  until  by  ascer- 
tained facts  it  may  be  demonstrated  that  such 
change  would  be  for  the  better;  which  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  WHITE  presented  a  memorial  from  cer- 
tain Stockbridge  Indians,  of  the  "  citizen  party," 
praying  that  the  proceeds  of  certain  lands  held  in 
reserve,  under  treaty,  for  school  purposes,  maF 
be  applied  for  their  general  benefit;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  BERRIEN,  from  the  Committee  on  tbe 
Judiciary,  reported  back,  without  amendment, 
and  with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass,  tbe 
bill  from  the  House  entitled  "  An  act  to  change 
the  time  of  holding  the  spring  terra  nf  the  dis- 
trict court  of  the  United  States  for  the  eastern 
district  of  Virginia." 

Mr.  B.  also  reported  back,  from  the  same 
committee,  with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  not 

Sass,  the  bill  from,  the  HItase  for  the  relief  of 
oseph  Ramsay. 

Mr.  ARCHl^R,  from  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations,  reported  back,  with  an  amend- 
ment, the  joint  resolution,  from  the  House,  leil- 
dering  the  thanks  of  Congress  to  the  Briiieli 
authorities  at  Gibraltar,  and  the  commanding 
officers  and  crew  of  her  Britannic  Majesty'sship 
Malabar,  for  services  rendered  on  tiie  oeeaaioa 
of  the  destruction  of  the  steamer  Missouri  by 
fire. 

Mr.  BATES,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  tbe 
widow  of  Peter  Barrow,  for  a  pension,  asked  to 
be  discharged  from  the  same,  on  the  ground  tb^ 
if  the  facts  set  forth  in  the  petition  can  be  verified, 
relief  con  be  obtained  froni  the  Oeparunent. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1844. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


431 


The  discharge  was  granted,  and  leave  was 
aina  10  th*-^eUtioner  to  withdraw  her  petition 
for  presentation  to  the  Pension  Office. 

JOSEPH  BOGT. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  UPHAM,  it  was 
Oiitttd,  Tbai  ibe  petition  of  Jowpti  Bogy,  (i>r  I  pen- 
•loo,  be  taken  from  (lie  file*,  and  referred  to  Ui«  Committee 
oa  Peiuloiia. 

PENSION  BILL. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  BAYARD,  the  Honse  bill 
(No.  60)  malting  appropriations  for  the  payment 
of  rcToiutionary  and  other  pensioners  of  the 
United  States  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  on  the 
30th  of  June,  1845,  was  taken  up,  and  the  vote 
of  yesterday,  ordering  the  Senate  amendments  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  was  reeonsid- 
•    ered. 

The  bill  then  being  in  the  condition  in  which 
it  was  when  coming  from  the  committee  of  the 
whole— that  is,  on  «oncurring  in  the  amendments 
of  the  committee- 
Mr.  BAYARD  stated  objections  which  bad 
occurred  to  him  since  yesterday  with  regard  to 
the  following  proviso  in  the  original  bill: 

"  Prondti,  Tlut  no  Anajr  or  Navy  officer  itaall  receive 
a  pension  wbiljs  receivinf  pay  from  tiie  Government  aa 
Mcli ;  and  that  ali  l%m  incoauitent  herewith  be,  and  the 
■ame  are  hereby,  repealed." 

He  thought  the  proviso  required  amendment 
in  two  particulars:  first,  to  make  it  extend  to  all 
persons  as  well  as  Army  and  Navy  officers;  and, 
second,  to  strike  out  that  portion  respecting  ex- 
iating  laws. 

He  proposed  a  substitute  for  the  whole  proviso, 
which  he  moved  as  an  amendment.  It  was  to 
strike  out  all  after  the  words  "  fntidtd,  that  no," 
and  insert,  "  person  in  the  Army  or  Navy  shall 
be  allowed  to  draw  both  a  pension  as  an  invalid 
and  the  pay  of  his  rank  or  station  in  the  service, 
unless  the  alleged  disability  was  fuchas  to  occa- 
sion his  employment  in  a  lower  grade  in  some 
civil  branch  of  the  service." 

Mr.  B.  slated  that  this  would  not  prevent  a 
person  disabled  from  performing  the  service  in 
the  rank  he  held  when  so  disabled,  from  being 
employed  in  an  inferior  grade  upon  services  he 
was  competent  to  perform,  provided  both  his 
pension  and  pay  dio  not  exceed  the  pay  of  his 
original  grade. 

Some  .debate  arose  as.  to  the  proper  mode  of  ef- 
fecting this  amendment;  which  at  length  was 
cleared  up  by 

Mr.  KING,  who  pointed  out  that  the  question 
should  be  taken  simply  on  amending  the  proviso; 
and,  that  being  decided,  the  question  on  the  mo- 
tion of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  \fi  strike  out 
the  proviso  as  amended,  would  come  up;  after 
which,  the  bill  would  be  in  the  condition  in 
which  it  was  yesterday,  when  the  amendments 
were  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 
The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Bataro's 
amendment;  which  was  adopted. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  concurring  with 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  striking  out  the 
proviso  as  amended, 

Mr.  EVANS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered. 

A  short  debate  arose  on  the  merits  of  the  pro- 
viso, in  which  Messrs.  BAYARD,  WRIGHT, 
KING,  and  FOSTER  concurred  in  the  propriety 
of  retaining  it  aaomended  in  llie  bill;  and  Messrs. 
PHELPS  and  EVANS  urged  that  it  should  be 
stricken  out. 

The  question  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays; 
and  resulted — yeas  18,  nays  24;  as  follows: 

YEAS— >Iesiir».  Darronr,  Batei,  Uerrinn,  Cboaie,  Clay- 
ton, L>ayton,  Evan*,  John«an,  Jarnngin,  Manxum,  Miller, 
Morehi^ad,  Phelpa,  Simmons,  TH|li>iad(e,  Upbaiu,  While, 
and  Woudbridge— 18. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Alherton,  Bagby,  Ba>;ard,  Ben- 
ton, Breese,  Ruclianan,  Criurnden,  Fairfield,  Foater,  Pul- 
ton. Hayw<>od,*llender(H>n,  linger,  King,  McDuffie,  Mer- 
rick, Kives,  Hevier,  Sturgeon,  TapiNin,  Wallier,  Woodbury, 
andWrigbt-M. 

So  the  proviso,  as  amended,  was  not  stricken 
out. 

The  amendments  to  The  bill  were  then  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. . 

The  bill  was  subsequently  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

RETRENCHMENT  BILLS. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  i 
to  limit  and  prescribe  the  term  of  office  of  certain 
officers  lliwein  named,  and  for  other  purpoaca. 


[This  bill  provides  that  the  term  of  office  of  the 
Secretaries  of  State,  Treasury,  War,  Navy,  and 
the  Postmaster  General,  shall  be  limited  to  two 
years;  and  requiring  them  to  report  to  Congress 
annually,  during  the  first  week  of  each  session, 
the  names  of  all  the  clerks  in  their  respective  De- 
partments; the  namesof  those  who  difed , resigned, 
or  were  removed;  and  if  removed,  the  cause  of 
such  removal,  during  the  year  preceding,  and  the 
names  of  those  who  were  appointed  to  fill  their 
places,  &e.] 

The  bill  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  H.  said  that  the  purpose  of  this  bill  was 
to  limit  the  term  of  office  of  those  in  whose  hands 
the  power  was  vested,  of  appointing  inferior  offi- 
cers under  the  Government.  In  other  words,  it 
was  a  bill  simple  in  its  purpose,  and  designed  to 
enable  the  Senate,  when  proscription  was  thrown 
upon  inferior  officers  of  this  Government  by  those 
who  have  the  appointing  power,  to  strike  at  the 
head  of  this  system  of  oppression;  and  not  to 
make  those  who  were  the  unfortunate  subjects 
of  proscription  in  one  instance  the  subjects  of  a 
dineient  form  of  proscription  in  another. 

He  moved  its  reference  to  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  TAPPAN suggested  that  there  was  a  Com- 
mittee on  Retrenchment — or  at  least  there  was  a 
committee  of  that  name  appointed  at  the  last  ses- 
sion. He  should  be  very  glad  to  furnish  some 
business  for  it;  and  therefore  suggested  the  refer- 
ence of  the  bill  to  that  committee. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  also,  on  leave,  introduced  a 
bill  to  reduce  the  salary  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  |15,000,  with  the  use  of  the 
mansion  and  furniture,  and  a  reasonable  allow- 
ance for  fuel  and  lights;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Retrenchment. 

Also,  a  bill  to  fix  the  salary  of  the  Chief  Jus- 
tice and  associate  justices  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United-  States,  and  those  hereafter  to  be 
appointed. 

The  bill  fixes  the  salary  of  the  Chief  Justice  at 
$4,000  per  annum,  and  associates  at  $3,500.  It 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Also,  a  bill  to  fix  and  regulate  the'salaries  of 
the  Secretaries  of  Slate,  Treasury,  War,  Navy, 
Postmaster  General,  and  Attorney  General. 

The  bill  fixes  the  salary  of  each  of  those  offi- 
cers, except  the  Attorney  General,  at  |5,000  per 
annum,  from  and  after  the  4th  of  March,  1845; 
and  the  salary  of  the  Attorney  General  at  $3,000 
per  annum.  It  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Retrenchment. 

COURTS  IN  OHIO. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TAPPAN,  the  Senate  took 
up  the  bill  to  restore  the  summer  term  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  district  court  of  the  district  of  Ohio, 
from  Cincinnati  to  Columbus,  having  been  re- 
turned from  the  House  with  an  amendment,  pro- 
viding that  the  removal  shall  not  take  place  until 
after  the  next  July  term  of  the  said  court  at  Cin- 
cinnati. 

Mr.  MOREHEAD  made  some  remarks  show- 
ing the  great  number  of  cases  on  the  docket  at 
Cincinnati,  and  the  great  inconvenience  which 
will  result  to  the  citizens  in  that  section  of  the 
country  if  the  bill  was  passed;  and  moved  that  it 
be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  proposition  waiv  opposed,  in  remarks  of 
much  length ,  by  Messrs.  TAPPAN  and  ALLEN, 
and  by  a  few  remarks  by  Mr.  WOODBRIDGE. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  motion  to 
recommit;  and  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

The  amendment  of  the  House  was  then  con- 
curred in. 

rOX  AND  WISCONSIN  RIVERS. 

The  bill  making  a  grant  of  land  to  improve  the 

navigation  of  Fox  and  Wisconsin  rivers,  and  to 

connect  the  same  by  a  canal  in  the  Territory  of 

Wisconsin,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

JOHN  MDLLER. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  SEVIER,  the  House  bill  for 
the  relief  of  John  Muller  was  taken  up,  considered 
in  Coipmittee  of  the  Whole,  reported  back  to  the 
Senate,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

CUMBERLAND  ROAD. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HANNEGAN,  the  Senate 
bill  making  appropriations  for  the  continuation  of 
the  Cumberlud  road  in  the  Slates  of  Ohio,  Indi- 


ana, and  Illinois,  was  taken  up,  and  made  the 
special  order  for  Thursday  next. 

ADJOURNMENT  OVER. 
On  motion,  it  was  agreed  that  when  the  Senate 
adjourns,  it  itdjourn  to  meet  on  Monday  next. 

LAND  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  BARROW  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  to 
provide  for  the  adjustment  of  certain  land  claims 
within  the  States  of  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  Ala- 
bama, and  Arkansas,  and  for  other  purposes. 

The  bill  being  taken  up,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
BARROW,  it  was  made  the  special  order  ibr 
M&nday  next. 

POSTAGE — FRARSING  PRIVILEGE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MERRICK,  the  special  or> 
ders  were  taken  up;  and  the  Senate,  as  in  Com- 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  the  considera- 
tion of  Senate  bill  No.  51,  being  "A  bill  to  reduce 
the  rates  of  postage;  to  limit  the  use  and  correct 
the  abuse  of  the  franking  privilege,  and  for  the 
prevention  of  frauds  on  the  revenues  of  the  Post 
Office  Department." 

The  bill,  as  reported  by  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  and  printed,  con- 
tained the  amendments  proposed  by  that  commit- 
tee; which  amendments  became  the  first  subject 
of  consideration  now  before  the  Senate. 

The  following  is  as  brief  a  compendium  of  the 
bill  and  amendments  as  the  nature  of  the  subject 
will  admit  of  being  made: 

Sec.  1.  Uponevery  letter  not  exceeding  half  an- 
ounce,  and  conveyed  a  distance  not  exceeding  one 
hundred  miles,  the  postage  shall  be  five  cents; 
over  one  hundred  miles  ten  cents.  Letters  weigh- 
ing more  than  half  an  ounce,  and  not  exceeding 
three  fourths  of  an  ounce,  doable  postage;  ex- 
ceeding three  fourths  of  an  ounce,  and  not  ex- 
ceeding one  ounce,  treble  postage;  and  for  every 
excess  of  weight  of  one  fourth  of  an  ounce,  five 
cents  or  ten  cents  additional,  according  as  the 
distance  does  not,  or  does,  exceed  one  hundred 
miles. 

Sec.  2.  Newspapers  not  exceeding  thirteen  hun- 
dred and  twenly-five  square  inches,  free  of  postage 
within  the  county  in  which  they  are  printed;  and, 
if  sent  beybnd  the  county,  and  not  exceeding  one 
hundred  miles,  half  a  cent  each,  and  one  cent  for 
greater  distances:  provided,  the  editors  or  pub- 
lishers keep  a  list  or  register  of  all  papers  sent  by 
mail,  noting  the  day  sent,  the  office  in  which  de- 
posited for  transmission,  and  the  office  sent  to; 
certifying  and  returning  the  same  quarterly  to  the 
Postmaster  General,  on  which  the  postmasters 
shall  be  charged  the  postage;  and  (efusal  or  neg- 
lect to  make  such  returns  shall  subject  the  pub- 
lishers or  editors  to  the  rates  of  postage  chargeable 
under  the  act  of  3d  March,  1825.  fi\l  news- 
papers exceeding  thirteen  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  square  inches  to  be  subject  to  the  same  post- 
age as  now  exists;  that  is,  for  a  distance  not  ex- 
ceeding one  hundred  miles,  one  cent;  and  greater 
than  one  hundred  miles,  one  and  a  half  cent;  and 
one  cent  additional  for  every  excess  of  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  siiuare  inches. 

Sec.  3.  Pamphlets,  magazines,  periodicals,  and 
such  printed  matter,  for  each  copy,  two  and  a 
half  cents,  not  exceeding  one  ounce  in  weight,  for 
one  hundred  miles;  and  five  cents  for  any  ^ater 
distance;  one  cent  additional  for  each  additional 
ounce  on  any  distance. 

Sec.  4.  The  Postmaster  General  is  authorized, 
when  necessary,  in  case  of  too  great  a  mass  of 
matter  having  to  be  carried  by  mail,  to  forward 
the  letter  mail  separately  for  greater  speed. 

Sec.  5.  The  twenty-seventh  section  of  the  net 
of  3d  March,  1835,  and  all  other  acts  and  parts  of 
acts  granting  the  privilege  of  receiving  ana  trans- 
mitting free  of  postage.  Tetters,  packets,  newspa- 
pers, periodicals,  and  all  other  matters,  repealed. 

Sec.  6.  Officers  of  the  Government  heretofore 
having  the  franking  privilege,  to  keep  an  account 
of  postage  touching  their  office  business,  which 
duly  verified.'shaU  be  allowed  them.  The  deputy 
postmasters  to  be  allowed  the  postages  on  their 
official  business,  and  to  be  allowed  to  transmit, 
free  of  postage,  all  letters  and  packages  in  the 
the  business  of  their  office,  indoraing  thereon, 
"  post  office  business"  over  their  signatures  re- 
spectively; subject,  for  every  such  indorsement 
falaely  made,  to  a  fine  of  fifty  dollars. 

Sec.  7.  The  Presideat  of  the  United  States,  th« 
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Vice  PresiJent,  all  ex-Pregidents,  the  widow  of 
any  ex-Prc8ident,  all  ex -Vice  President*,  Secre- 
taries of  Stale,  of  the  Treasury,  of  War,  and  of 
the  Navy,  the  Postmaster  General, and  Attorney 
General,  are  authorized  to  frank  and  receive  let- 
,ters,  packages,  newspapers,  pamphlets,  and  mag- 
azines, free  of  postage.  The  act  authorizing  the 
Governors  of  the  several  States  to  transmit  by 
mail  certain  books  and  documents  to  continue  in 
force.  The  members  of  Congress,  the  Delegates 
of  Territories,  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and 
Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  author- 
ized to  transmit,  free  of  postage,  to  any  post  of- 
fice in  the.  United  States  or  Territories,  any  doc- 
ument printed  by  either  House  of  Congress. 

Sec.  8.  Each  member  of  the  Senate  and  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  eacli.  Delegate  from 
a  Territory,  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  and  the 
Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  may  re- 
ceive by  mail,  free  of  postage,  any  letter,  news- 
paper, or  packet,  not  exceeding  two  ounces  in 
weight,  from  the  time  such  member  or  Delegate 
takes  his  seat  in  Congress  to  the  expiration  of  his 
term  of  election,  or  termination  of  his  services; 
and  all  postages  charged  upon  letters,  packages, 
petitions,  memorials,  or  other  matters  or  things 
received  by  anv  Senator,  member,  or  Delegate  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  touching  his  offi- 
cial or  legislative  duties,  by  reason  of  any  excess 
of  weight  above  two  ounces,  to  be  paid  out  of 
the  contingent  fund. 

Ssc.  9.  In  lieu  of  the  privilege  heretofore  al- 
lowed to  members  of  Congress  of  sending  to  their 
constituents  and  others  letters  and  other  written 
or  printed  communications  free  of  postage  through 
the  mail, each  member  of  Congress,  and  Delegate 
from  a  Territory,  shall  be  supplied  with  a  num- 
ber of  ft^  stamps  or  envelopes  equal  to  five  per 
day  for  the  highest  rate  of  postage  on  letters  not 
exceeding  one  half  ounce  in  weight  each,  from 
the  day  delivered  to  the  commencement  of  the 
next  annual  session  of  Congress;  and  in  like 
manner  from  the  first  day  of  each  session  to  the 
first  day  of  the  succeeding  session. 

Sec.  10.  Prohibitory  of  private  expresses  or 
other  transmission  of  mail  matter  than  through 
the  post  office  mail;  penalty  (ISO  for  each  offense. 

Sec.  H.  Stage-coaches,  railroathears,  steam- 
boats, packetboats,  or  other  vehicles  or  vessels, 
prohibited  carrying  mail  matter,  except  such  as 
may  relate  to  cargoes  of  said  vessels,  or  articles 
conveyed  by  vehicles;  penalty  flOO;  the  driver, 
captain,  or  conductor,  also  to  forfeit  (50. 

Sec  13.  Owners  of  such  modes  of  conveyance 
knowingly  allowing  persons  carrying  mail  mat- 
ter, passage  or  conveyance,  subject  to  same  pen- 
alties as  carriers  of  private  expresses. 

Sec.  13.  Persona  sending  such  mail  matter  un- 
lawfully, subject  to  penalty  of  |50  for  each  oflense. 

Sec.  14.*Foreign  ships,  steam  vessels,  &c., 
prohibited  from  transmitting  mail  matter  from  one 
part  of  the  United  States  to  another,  or  the  per- 
sotu  in  charge  knowingly  carrying  persons  so 
transmitting  mail  matter  unlawfuliy,  penalty  for 
each  oflfenae,  |500. 

Sec.  15.  This  act  not  to  afiect  the  sixth  section 
of  the  act  of  3d  March,  1835,  nor  prohibit  the 
transportation  of  letters  by  steamboats  as  therein 
authorized;  proviiied  the  conditions  of  said  sec- 
tion are  strictly  complied  with;  otherwise  the 
pains  and  penalties  applicable  under  this  act  to  be 
enforced. 

Sec.  16.  The  Postmaster  General  authorized 
to  contract  with  steamboat  captains  or  owners  for 
transmission  of  the  mails  on  the  western  or  other 
waters  of  the  United  States  for  any  length  of  time 
or  number  of  trips,  less  than  the  time  of  contracts 
usually  made  under  existing  laws,  without  pre- 
vious advertisement,  provided  the  price  of  such 
service  shall  not  be  greater  than  tne  average  of 
previous  contracts  on  the  same  route. 

Sec.  17.  That  fiudlabU  matter  and  ntattir  frep- 
trijf  tranimxiaiblt  by  moii  shall  be  deemed  letters, 
newspapers,  magazines,  pamphlets,  and  periodi- 
cals, in  regular  series  or  successive  numoers  un- 
der the  same  title,  and  all  other  written  or  printed 
matter,  whereof  each  copy  shall  not  exceed  eight 
ounces,  except  bank  notes  sent  in  packages  or 
bundles  without  written  letters  accompanying 
them:  bound  books  of  any  kind  not  included. 
Nothing  in  this  act  to  be  construed  as  prohibiting 
the  transportion  otherwise  than  by  mail  of  such 
magazines,  pamphlets,  periodicals,  &c.,  in  par- 
csla  tot  mIb,  bat  not  for  diMribuiiaa. 


To  the  foregoing,  the  committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads  recommended  to  be  added 
the  two  following  sections: 

Sec  18.  Any  person  or  personsguilty  of  forg- 
ing or  counterfeiting  any  stamp  or  envelope  pur- 
portingtobeunderauthorityofthis  law, or  falsely 
altering  ur  uttSring  the  same,  or  assisting  to  do 
so,  to  be  adjudgetf  guilty  of  felony;  and  if  con- 
victed by  due  process  of  law,  to  be  kept  at  hard 
labor  for  not  less  than  six  months  nnr  more  than 
five  years,  and  fined  not  exceeding  (5,000. 

Sec.  19.  The  term  netnpaptr  used  in  this  act 
to  be  deemed  any  printed  publication  issued  in 
numbers  consisting  of  not  more  than  two  sheets, 
and  published  at  sliortsiittrd  intervalsof  not  mure 
than  one  week,  conveying  intelligence  of  passing 
events,  and  bonafuU  I'Xtrns  and  supplements  of 
such  publications.  Nothing  herein  contained  to 
prevent  the  free  exchange  of  newspapers  between 
the  publishers  thereof,  as  provided  for  under  the 
twenty-ninth  section  of  the  act  of  3d  of  March, 
1825. 

The  further  amendments,  or  the  alterations  of 
the  bill  suggested  by  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  will  be  understood  from 
wliat  follows. 

Mr.  SIMMONS  did  not  think  the  number  of 
square  inches  [one  thousand  six  hundred  instead 
of  one  thousand  three  hundred  and  twenty-five] 
specified  in  the  amendment  sufficient  to  cover 
every  description  of  newspaper. 

Mr.  MERRICK  thought  the  Senator  from 
Rhode  Island  [Mr.  Simmons]  was  mistaken  in 
supposing  one  thousand  six  hundred  square 
inches  would  not  cover  all  classes  of  newspapers 
throughout  the  country.  '  It  was  true,  it  would 
not  apply  to  the  Brother  Jonathan  and  the  New 
World,  the  only  two  papers  of  extraordinary  di- 
mensions in  the  country;  but  it  was  the  intention 
of  the  committee  that  papers  of  that  description 
should  be  charged  for  as  periodicals  and  pamph- 
lets. One  thousand  three  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  square  inches  was,  at  first,  deemed  sufficient 
to  cover  all  classes  of  newspapers;  but,  in  order 
to  leave  no  room  for  doubt  upon  the  subject,  one 
thousand  six  hundred  were  adopted;  and  he  fell 
very  sure  that  would  be  found  amply  sufficient 
to  cover  every  legitimate  newspaper  in  the  coun- 
try. 

Mr.  SIMMONS  had  been  informed  that  it  did 
not  cover  the  New  York  Express,  the  Commer- 
cisl  Advertiser,  or  Journal  of  Commerce. 

Mr.  MERRICK  supposed  there  were  several 
papers  in  the  country  containing  two  or  three 
sheets;  but  it  covered  almost -every  paper  he 
knew  of  even  with  two  sheets.  Those  contain- 
ing over  that  were  to  be  measured  differently. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER  then  stated  that 
the  first  amenihnent  was  to  add  to  the  first  section 
the  following: 

And  all  drop  letter*,  and  letter*  placed  in  any  poet  office, 
not  for  Iransportntlon,  but  for  delivery  only,  sliail  be  chained 
wiUi  postage  at  Ibt;  rale  oflwocent*  eacb.  And  all  leltiTi 
whicli  shall  liereaner  be  udvertiRed  as  remaining  over  in 
any  post  office,  sliall,  when  delivered  oat,  be  charifed  with 
the  costs  of  advenifinc  itie  same,  in  addiUoo  to  the  regular 
poatage. 

This  amendment  was  adopted. 

The  next  amendment  was  also  adopted ;  being, 
in  the  second  section,  to  change  the  maximum  of 
the  size  of  the  newspapers,  subject  to  simple 
newspaper  postage,  from  one  thousand  three  hun^ 
dred  and  twenty-five  square  inches  to  one  thou- 
sand six  hundred  square  inches,  as  proposed  by 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office^nd  Post  Roadg. 

The  next  amendment  was  in  the  same  section 
— to  strike  out  the  word  "county"  and  substi- 
tute "  thirty  miles  of  the  city,  town,  or  other 
place." 

Mr.  MERRICK  said  that  the  object  of  this 
amendment  was  plain — that  local  papers  might 
circulate  in  the  country  within  a  circle  of  thirty 
miles  around  the  point  at  which  thej  were  pub- 
lished. It  confined  them  to  this  circle,  free  of 
postage,  and  enabled  small  papers,  having  a  lim- 
ited number  of  subscribers,  to  exist  where,  with- 
out it,  the  expenses  incurred  by  the  present  mail 
arrangements,  rendered  it  almost  impossible  for 
them  to  be  carried  on  at  all. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  did  not  see  the  justice  or 
propriety  of  exempting  those  living  within  thirty 
mile*  of  the  office  of  publication  from  postage. 
He  was  opposed  to  making  such  exceptions. 

Mr.  MBRRICK  stated  what  the  committee  had 


in  view  in  offering  that  amendment.  There  were 
a  great  many  country  paiwrs  in  ihe  Utttird  Slates 
which  cnulu  not  maintain  compeiition  vitb  tht 
larger,  if  tliey  were  charged  the  same  rale  of  post- 
age which  ihe  large  papers  had  lo  pav.  The  in- 
terests of  the  people  required  that  there  should 
be  small  papers  published  in  their  vicinity,  or  at 
the  seat  of  justice,  for  tire  purposes  of  local  in- 
formation. In  order  to  encourage  this  kind  of 
establishments,  the  committee  adopted  iliis amend- 
ment, which  exempts  them  from  postage  alto- 
gether. It  would  be  evident  to  every  one  that 
these  local  papers  were  very  desirable  asa  means 
of  circulating  information,  and  that  tliecnalof 
delivery  and  reception  materially  interfered  with 
their  circulation.  To  obviate  this,  was  the  object 
of  the  committee. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER  stated  that  the 
next  amendment  was  in  the  same  section,  to  add, 
*'  at  the  end  of  each  quarter,"nis  designating  the 
time  of  making  the  quarterly  returns  to  the  Post- 
master General  of  newspapers  sent  through  die 
mail  by  publishers  and  editors. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

The  next  amendment  was  at  the  beginning  of 
Ihe  i|iird  section,  to  insert,  after  the  first  word 
"  that,"  the  following: 

AN  primed  or  lithographed  eircolarsand  hand  bills, or  aj- 
veriisiMnentj*  primed  or  tiilHigiapcd  on  quani>  pn«t  or  NBgle 
cap  paper,  or  pauer  noi  larger  than  single  cap  fnUled,  diKcl- 
ed,  and  iiiiiiealeil,  shall  be  eharged  with  pu^lage  al  the  rale 
of  two  cents  for  each  sheet,  and  no  more,  wbatevcr  oiaj 
be  the  distance  the  same  may  be  sent. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

The  next  was  in  the  same  section,  changing  the 
fractional  excesses  from  one  fourth  to  one  half 
ounce. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

The  next  amendment  was  in  the  sixth  section, 
to  insert,  after  the  specification  of  the  allowance 
of  postages  incurred  officially  by  deputy  post- 
masters, upon  verification  of  tbe  same  to  the  De- 
partment, lo  add,  "and  the  transmission  of  the 
charged  letters  as  vouchers." 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

The  next  was  to  insert,  in  tbe  eighth  sectios, 
respecting  the  payment,  out  of  the  contingent 
fund,  of  postages  to  members  of  Congress,  os let- 
ters or  packages,  the  excess  over  two  ounces, 
charged  on  such  matters  received  on  coHgressioosI 
business,  the  words  *'  during  any  session  of  Cos- 
gresa." 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Tbe  next  amendment  was  to  add  to  the  eniof 
tbe  ninth  section  the  following: 

And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  deputy  postmuitt, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Postmaster  General,  beTore  it- 
llvering  any  letter,  or  other  matter  or  thing,  iiKlosed  in  any 
such  envelope,  or  to  which  any  auch  free  stanp  auy  bs 
attached,  so  to  mutilate  or  deface  ibesame  aaeffectoally  la 
prevent  its  second  use.  * 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  add  at  the  sod  of 

the  fifteenth  section  the  following  words: 

And  no  postmaster  shall  receive,  to  be  conveyed  l^tbfl 
mail,  any  packet  wliicb  shall  weigh  more  than  llifca  poaali. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

The  next  was,  in  the  seventeenth  section,  t«  in- 
clude newspapers  in  the  privilege  of  transporting 
otherwise  than  by  mail,  packages  of  pamphlets, 
magazines,  and  periodicals,  for  sale,  and  not  dis- 
tribution. 

This  amendment  was  adopted. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  odd  the  eighteenth 
section,  [which  see  in  foregoing  compendium.] 

This  was  also  adopted. 

The  next  was  to  add  tbe  nineteenth  sectios, 
[which  see  in  the  foregoing  compendium.] 

This  was  also  adopted. 

The  several  amendments  proposed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  havisg 
been  gone  through, 

Mr.  MERRICK  pointed  oat  some  verbal  slid 
technical  amendments  in  addition;  vhicb,  os  Us 
motion,  were  adopted. 

Mr.TAPPAN  inquired  if  the  honorable  cbai^ 
man  had  got  through  the  amendments  ofi°ered  by 
the  committee,  as  he  wished  to  make  a  motion? 

Mr.  MERRICK  said  he  had.  The  Senate hsl 
kindly  concurred  both  in  these  amendments  sm 
those  which  he  had  aabmtctcd  himaelf;  and  kt 
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was  waiting  to  see  if  any  other  member  had  any 
amendment  to  offpr. 

Mr.  SIMMONS  said  something,  which  was 
not  distinctly  heard,  in  relation  to  an  amendment 
which  he  wished  to  offer. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  this  was  certainly  a 
very  important  bill,  and  it  did  not  seem  as  yet  to 
have  claimed  that  attention  which  was  well  due 
to  it.  He  intended  himself  to  examine  and  con- 
sider the  provisions  of  this  bill  with  a  great  deal 
.  of  care,  and  also  to  examine  the  amendments 
which  had  been  made;  and  whilst  he  did  not  wish 
to  postpone  action  upon  it  at  all,  he  presumed  the 
Senate  bad  gone  as  far  to-day  as  it  ought  to  go. 
He  hid  not  know  whether  the  amendments  adopt- 
ed were  of  sufHcient  importance  to  justify  the 
priming  of  the  bill  a«ain. 

Mr.  MERRICK  mterrupted  the  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania,  to  state  that  the  bill,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  amendments  which  he  had  submit- 
ted himself,  was  printed  as  amended  by  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  proposed,  then,  (hat  the 
Senate  should  fix  upon  any  day  that  the  Senator 
from  Maryland  [Mr.  Mkkbice]  might  think 
proper;  and  that  they  should  come  here  prepared 
to  act  upon  the  bill  at  that  time.  [It  was  here 
suggested  that  it  pass  over  informally.]  It  would 
be  better  to  fix  upon  a  day,  and  it  was  of  suffi- 
cient importance  to  be  taken  up  as  the  main  sub- 
ject for  consideraiion  on  that  day. 

Mr.  MERRICK  observed  that  the  only  diffi- 
culty which  he  had  in  agreeing  with  the  honora- 
ble Senator  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Buchanak] 
was  in  having  it  called  up  in  time.  He  himself 
had  a  great  desire  to  examine  it  with  care,  and 
was  gratified  that  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania 
had  signified  his  intention  of  bestowing  some  care 
upon  It.  .  A  bill  which  would  meet  the  approba- 
tion of  the  public  mind  was  what  the  committee 
had  in  wiew;  and  he  believed  the  proposed  reduc- 
tion in  ahe  postage,  and  the  augmentation  of  the 
reventte  which  would  follow,  would  have  the  de- 
aired  effect.  His  difficulty  in  agreeing  to  the 
proposition  of  the  honorable  Senator  was,  that  the 
bill  had  already  been  lying  here  some  three  or 
four  weeks,  awaiting  the  action  of  the  Senate; 
and  it  was  very  ui\(ertain  at  what  time  it  might 
be  called  up.  The  public  were  becoming  anxious 
for  (be  action  of  this  body  upon  it;  and  while  he 
was  not  disposed  to  have  hasty  action  of  the  Sen- 
ate, he  was  anxious  that  it  should  be  acted  upon 
as  soon  as  possible,  with  deliberation.  He  there- 
fore thought  it  would  be  better,  if  his  honorable 
friend  from  Pennsylvania  could  agree  with  him, 
to  let  it  remain  as  it  was  now;  and  it  would  come 
up  next  week  in  its  order,  and- could  then  bo 
acted  upon. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  had  no  wish,  certainly,  to 
delay  thia  bill  a  moment.  He  concurred  entirely 
in  the  general  objects  which  the  Senator  from 
Maryland  had  in  view.  He  thought  the  rates  of 
postage  ought  tn  be  reduced  to  the  lowest  point, 
consistently  with  accruing  a  sufficient  revenue  to 
t-he  Post  Office  Department.  He  thought  the 
franking  privilege  ought  to  be  regulated.  It  re- 
quired regulation  more  than  anything  else  in  the 
Post  Office  laws;  and,  while  he  concurred  entirely 
in  the  general  objects  of  the  bill,  he  desired  to 
have  an  opportunity  of  ascertaining  for  himself- 
whether  these  objects  were  likely  to  be  accom- 
plished by  its  provisions.  His  friend  from  Mis- 
souri (Mr.  Benton]  desired  to  express  bis  senti- 
ments on  the  subject  of  the  tariff,  on  Monday 
next,  and  he  had  no  other  objection  to  pursuing 
the  course  indicated.  His  own  opinion  was,  how- 
ever, that  if  the  Senator  from  Maryland  would 
§iTe  notice  that  he  would  call  up  the  bill  on  Tues- 
ay,  Wednesday,  Thursday,  or  any  other  day 
next  week.  Senators  would  be  more  likely  to  turn 
their  attention  to  the  subject  than  if  it  were  passed 
over  informally,  when  nobody  could  tell  when  it 
would  come  up. 

Mr.  MERRICK  said  that  if  it  would  suit  his 
honorable  friend,  he  should  consent  that  the  biM 
should  be  postponed  until  Wednesday  next.  He 
I  qoite  willing  to  take  that  course,  as  he  did 
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not  wish  to  interfere  with  anything  of  a  more 
important  nature. 

Mr.  SIMMONS  then  moved  to  amend  by 
striking  out,  in  the  first  section,  twelfth  and  thir- 
teenth lines,  "one  hundred  miles,"  and  to  insert 
in  place  of  it,  "^wo  hundred  and  fifty  miles." 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  suggested  to  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Rhode  Island,  as  that  was  a  very 
important  amendment,  whpiher  it  would  not  be 
better  to  let  it  lie  over  till  Wednesday. 

Mr.  SIMMONS  merely  wished  to  offer  the 
amendment  now.  He  would  not  press  the  vote 
upon  it  to'day.  The  chief  burden  of  (he  bill  de- 
I  pended  on  that  provision.  He  would  merely 
stale  the  reasons  which  induced  him  to  make  the 
proposition.  One  of  the  objects  of  this  bill,  as 
he  understood  the  matter,  was  tn  put  a  slop  to 
the  transmission  of  letters  by  private  expresses 
and  private  hands,  that  were  now  carried  in  that 
way.  Any  one  at  all,  if  these  letters  were  counted, 
would  perceive  that  the  olijcct  would  not  be  at- 
tained by  the  proposed  rale  of  postage,  which 
was  five  cents.  His  opinion  was,  that  not  one 
fourth  of  the  letters  from  Albany  to  New  York, 
Boston, and  other  large  eastern  cities,  go  by  mail; 
and  not  one  fourth  would  go  by  mail,  Unless  they 
were  carried  at  a  reasonable  price.  His  view  was 
that  the  revenue  of  the  Department  would  be 
doubled  by  the  reduction  which  he  had  proposed 
upon  these  routes. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  he  had  a  single  remark 
to  make  in  reply  to  one  6f  the  suggestions  of  the 
Senator  from  Rhode  Island, [Mr.  Simmons.]  That 
Senator  had  stated  that,  if  the  rate  of  postage  were 
not  reduced,  according  to  his  proposed  amend- 
ment, (and  on  the  propriety  of  the  amendment  in 
itself,  he  should  now  express  no  opinion,)  private 
expresses  would  continue  to  carry  the  greater 
part  of  letters  between  the  principal  cities.  He 
could  not  recognize  the  existence  ofsuch  expresses 
as  an  argument  in  favor  of  the  amendment.  They 
were  plafniy  and  palpably  in  violation  of  the  Con- 
stitution of^  the  United  States.  That  instrument 
granted  to  Congress  the  power,  and,  as  a  neces- 
sary consequence  of  this  grant  of  power,  imposed 
upon  them  the  duly,  "  to  establish  post  offices 
and  post  roads."  This  was  a  sovereign  power; 
and  if  individuals  could  establish  private  expresses 
or  opposition  lines  to  rival  the  public  mails,  we 
might  as  well  at  once  surrender  the  important 
powers  of  Government.  Thisgrantof  power  was 
exclusive  in  its  nature,  and  neither  States  nor 
individuals  could  impair  or  arrest  its  exercise. 
Constitutionally  speaking, as  well  might  individ- 
uals establish  a  mint,  and  undertake  to  coin  mo- 
ney, as  to  establish  these  private  expresses.  In 
point  of  principle  both  were  equally  destitute  of 
foundation.  These  private  exprrsses  must  be  put 
down;  and  if  the  present  laws  were  not  sufficiently 
severe  for  the  purpose,  new  laws  must  be  enacted. 
It  concerned  both  the  interest  and  the  honor  of 
the  country,  that  Congress  should  not  suffer  the 
exercise  oiits  unouestionable  constitutional  pow- 
ers to  be  impaired  or  defeated  by  the  lawless  ac- 
tion of  individuals.  And  well  was  it  for  the  coun- 
try that  we  did  possess  the  power.  What  would 
become  of  the  mail  facilities  which  the  people  now 
enjoyed  in  the  thinly  settled  portions  of  our  coun- 
try, if  all  the  leading  routes  were  rendered  profit- 
less to  the  Government  by  these  privateexprpsses? 

Mr.  MERRICK  said  that  the  amendment  of- 
fered by  the  Senator  on  his  left,  [Mr.  Simmons,] 
had  been  correctly  characterized  by  the  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Buchanan]  as  a  very 
important  amendment.  His  honorable  friend 
from  Rhode  Island  and  himself  had  differed  upon 
this  subject  in  committee;  and  he  merely  rose  for 
the  purpose  of  asking  the  Senators  present  to 
give  their  consideration  to  the  subject  deliber- 
ately, before  it  came  to  be  acted  upon.  The 
committee  recommend,  and  propose  by  this  bill, 
to  reduce  the  rates  of  postage  to  five  cents  for  all 
distances  not  exceeding  one  hundred  miles.  By 
reference  to  the  report  of  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral, (Document  No.  50,)  it  would  be  seen  that, 
according  to  the  rates  recommended  by  the  com- 
mittee, tuey  attached  an  average  rate  of  about 


seven  cents  upoii  all  letters  transmitted  through 
the  mails.  They  had  based  their  calculations 
upon  that  estimate,  and  upon  the  number  of  let- 
ters transmitted  by  private  mails,  and  felt  assured 
that  the  loss,  and  more  than  the  loss,  in  the  re- 
duction which  they  proposed,  would  be  made  up 
by  the  stoppage  of  tnese  private  mails.  The  rate, 
however,  proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Rhode 
Island,  [Mr.  Simmons,]  would  be  too  great  a  re- 
duction; the  Department  could  not  be  sustained 
by  it.  The  object  of  the  committee  was  to  re- 
duce the  postage  as  low  as  they  possibly  oould, 
in  order  to^ratify  the  public  desire  throughout 
(he  country;  but,  at  the  same  time,  not  to  sacri- 
fice to  that  object  the  other  and  more  important 
one  of  preserving  a  revenue  for  the  Department 
fully  adequate  to  the  defrayment  of  all  its  proper 
and  just  expenses.  By  the  bill,  as  it  stood,  that 
could  be  eflPected;  but  if  the  amendment  proposed 
by  the  Senator  from  Rhode  Island  were  adopted, 
we  should  fall  greatly  short  of  obtaining  a  suffi- 
cient revenue.  His  friend  from  Rhode  Island' 
seemed  to  think  that  there  would  be  a  great  in- 
crease in  the  numberof  letters  sent  by  mail  if  the 
amendment  which  he  had  offered  were  adopted; 
but  he  hoped  there  would  be  a  great  increase  by 
the  bill  eis  it  stood,  and  that  the  public  generally 
would  be  satisfied — that,  in  fact,  they  were  satis- 
fied, for  the  public  had  seen  the  bill,  with  the 
redactions  proposed;  and  presuming  they  were 
so,  instead  of  having  the  opposition  of  the  public 
sentiment,  when  it  came  to  be  a  law,  it  would 
have  the  concurrence  .of  the  public  sentiment. 
When  the  Senate  came  to  consider  this  matter, 
he  felt  assured  it  would  concur  with  him  in 
opinion. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  observed,  that  he  wished  (o 
call  the  attention  of  the  chairman  to  a  single  con- 
sideration connected  with  franking  by  postmas- 
ters, which  seemed  to  be  overlooked. 

The  postmasters  exceeded  in  number  thirteen 
thousand  seven  hundred,  while  the  members  of 
Congress  were  less  than  three  hundred.  What 
were  the  franks  per  head  of  each  }  He  would 
probably  find  those  by  postmasters  very  few  for 
each  officer.  But,  on  another  point,  he  hoped, 
that  before  our  next  meeting  the  opinion  of  the 
Postmaster  General  would  oe  obtained  on  the 
whole  bill.  '   . 

Mr.  MERRICK  said  the  annual  report  of  the 
Postmasier  General  was  against  any  change. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  said  he  understood  that. 
But  on  a  bill  of  this  magnitude,  reorganizing  the 
whole  revenues  of  one  of  the  ^reat'establish- 
ments  of  the  country,  he  thought  it  useful  to  have 
the  views  of  the  head  of  the  Department  on  the 
details,  as  well  as  the  general  features  of  the 
measure.  The  position  of  the  officer  entitled  him 
to  consideration  on  the  question,  and,  for  one,  he 
was  not  unwilling  to  see  and  canvass,  and  face 
his  suggestions,  even  if  unfavorable  to  former 
predilections. 

Mr.  W.  be^i^ed  the  chairman  to  consider,  also, 
if  the  proposition  made  by  the  Senator  from 
Rhode  Island  prevailed,  whether  the  tariflT,  or 
scale  of  postages,  ought  not  to  be  on  a  still  lower 
standard  in  some  respects. 

It  had  been  proposed,  in  some  quarters,  to  have 
the  postages  only  three  or  four  cents  under  one 
hundred  miles,  but  five  cents  from  one  hundred 
to  four  hundred,  and  ten  only  above  four  hundred 
miles.  Some  had  carefully  computed  that  more 
revenue  would  be  obtained  by  this  than  by  the 
present  bill.  He  hoped  the  chairman  would  give 
us  the  benefit  uf  his  views  on  it  at  the  next  meet- 
ing. / 

Mr.  EVANS  hoped  the  amendment  proposed 
by  the  Senator  from  Rhode  Island  would  not  be 
pressed  upon  this  occasion;  and,  indeed,  that  no 
'further  action  might  be  had  upon  the  bill  at  this 
time.  It  was  a  matter  of  very  great  importance, 
and^e  confessed  that  his  opinion  about  it  was 
very  different  from  that  entertained  by  the  hon- 
orable chairman,  [Mr.  Merrick.]  He  strongly 
believed  that  if  this  bill  became  a  law  as  it  now 
stood,  its  effects  would  be  quite  different  from 
what  was  expected.   He  should  not  at  oU  be  sur- 
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prised  if  it  broke  down  one  half  of  the  post  offices 
in  the  United  States.  It  would  be  perceived  that 
the  compensatiop  of  postmasters  (and  in  that  re- 
spect the  bill  made  no  change)  was  already  very 
low.  There  were  a  great  many  postmasters  in 
the  country  whose  chief  inducement  to  accept 
the  office  was  the  franking  privilege.  It  was  what 
their  compensation  principally  consisted  in. 

The  honorable  Senator  [Mr.  Merrick]  said 
yon  will  get  a  great  deal  into  the  mail  which  now 
goes  by  private  express.  There  were  no  consid- 
erable establishments  of  this  kind  in  the  country 
except  in  Boston,  Philadelphia,  and  perhaps,  a 
little  westward;  and  the  reduction  of  postage  pro- 
posed would  affect  a  large  proportion  of  the  coun- 
try where  no  such  means  of  conveyance  existed. 
He  was  very  much  afraid  (although  he  confessed 
he  had  not  examined  the  bill  very  thoroughly) 
that,  while  the  revenue  would  be  increased  on 
some  great  Jines,  upon  a  much  large* number  it 
would  be  reduced. 

He  merely  threw  out  these  remarks  as  matters 
for  the  consideration  of  the  honorable  chairman, 
and  to  suggest  to  the  Senate  whether  there  was 
not  cause  for  very  serious  apprehension.  He 
would  like  to  know,  in  conclusion,  whether  this 
bill,  in  its  present  form,  had  received  the  sanction 
of  the  bead  of  the  Post  Office  Department. 
•  Mr.  MERRICK  said  he  could  answer  the  last 
question  of  the  honorable  Senator.  It  had  not 
received  the  sanction  of  the  Postmaster  General; 
and,  in  all  probability,  never  would.  He  under- 
stood that  that  gentleman  was  opposed  to  any 
alteration  in  the  present  Post  Office  arrangements. 
This  was  a  matter  about  which  he  knew  very 
little.  He  did  not  look  to  that  functionary  for 
sanction.  It  was  for  the  Senate  to  legislate  and 
decide  upon  laws  of  this  kind. 

Mr.  M.  then  proceeded  to  answer  the  objec- 
tions of  the  Senator  from  Maine  [Mr.  Evans]  in 
regard  to  the  effects  of  the  proposed  reduction; 
and  supported  bis  argument  by  reading  estimates 
from  the  report  of  the  Postmaster  General  of  Jan- 
uary 18,  1844. 

Aftera  few  remarks  in  repljtby  Messrs.  EVANS 
and  SIMMONS,  it  was  agreed  to  pass  the  matier 
over  informally,  with  an  understanding  that  Mr. 
Merrick  would  have  the  privilege  of  calling  up 
the  bill  for  final  action  on  Wednesday  next. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Pridat,  March  22, 1844. 

The  Jobrnal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD,  by  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House,  presented  resolutions  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  subject  of  the 
tariff. 

The  resolutions  were  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  AVhole,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  McClelland,  by  general  consent,  in- 
troduced certain  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of 
the  State  of  Michigan;  which  were  laid  on  the 
table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed . 

Mr.  HUNT  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  in- 
troduce a  bill. 

Mr.  M.  BROWN  desired  permission  to  offer  a 
resolution  of  inquiry;  but  the  orders  of  the  day 
being  called  for, 

Mr.  B.  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 

The  SPEAKER  observed  that  the  rules  were 
already  suspended,  on  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Maine,  [Mr.  Hamlih,]  yesterday,  to  enable 
him  to  offer  a  resolution. 

Mr.  M.  BROWN  said  he  was  under  the  im- 
pression that  that  suspension  applied  only  to  yes- 
terday. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  applied  to  the  consid- 
eration of  the  subject  for  which  they  were  sus- 
pended. 

Mr.  M.  BEOWN  said  he  did  not  wish  to  be 
troubFesome,  but  he  desired  information  upon 
both  sides  of  the  question. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  said  he  believed  the  gentleman 
objected  yesterday  to  the  inquiry,  and  he  sup- 
posed, therefore,  lie  did  not  desire  information. 

Mr.  WELLER  inquired  what  was  the  busi- 
ness first  in  order.'  « 

The  SPEAKER  explained  that  it  was  the  res- 
olution offered  by  the  eentlemaii  from  Maine. 

Mr.  WELLER.  .Will  the  Speaker  have  the 
goodness  to  inform  me  how  that  resolution  got 
precedence  over  mine } 


The  SPEAKER  replied  that  it  was  in  conse- 
quence of  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  said,  inasmuch  as  there  seemed 
to  be  a  question  as  to  the  order  of  business,  he 
would,  with  leave  of  the  House,  withdraw  his 
motion;  and  it  was  accordingly  withdrawn. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  business  in  order 
now  would  be  the  motion  to  print  fifteen  thou- 
sa'nd  extra  copies  of  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means;  and  upon  this  motion  the 
previous  question  had  been  demanded. 

On  seconding  the  demand  for  the  previous 
question,  fifty-nine  votes  were  copnted  in  the  af- 
firmative. 

Tellers  were  demanded,  and  appointed;  who 
reported — ayes  73,  noes  26. 

Not  being  a  quorum, 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  moved  a  call  of  the  House; 
and  upon  this  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  de- 
manded and  ordered;  and,  being  takeoi  resulted 
— yeas  66,  nays  75. 

So  a  call  of  the  House  was  refused. 

The  question  recurring  on  seconding  the  de- 
mand for  the  previous  question,  it  was  carried-r 
ayes  73,  noes  43. 

The  main  question  was  then  ordered  to  be  put. 

Mr.  RAMSEY  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  main  question,  i.  <.,  the  adoption  of  the  res- 
olution; which,  being  ordered,  that  question  was 
taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  108, 
nays  51;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Meun.  Benton,  .Bidlack,  Edward  1.  Black, 
Jnmei  A.  Binck,  Bluckwell,  Bossier,  Bnyd,  Jacob  Briiiker- 
Itoff,  Brodliead,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Willinm  J.  Brown, 
Burke,  Burt,  Caldwell,  C'ary,  Callm,  Beulien  Chapman, 
Augustus  A.  Cbap«nan,  Chilton.  Clinton, Cobb,  Coles,  Cro^s, 
Cullom.  Dana,  Daniel,  Richard  D.  Davis,  John  W.  Davi4>, 
Dromgonle,  Dunlnp,  Ellis,  Elmer,  Ficklin,  Foster,  French, 
Byrani  Green,  Hale,  Hninliu,  Hamiiiett,  Haralson,  Herrick, 
Holmes,  Hoge,  Hopkins,  Houston,  Hubard,  Hubbell, 
Huglies,  Hungerford,  James  B.  Hutu.  Charles  J.  Ingersoll, 
Jameson,  Cave  JohnMin,  Andrew  Johnson,  Andrew  Ken- 
nedy, Preston  King,  Kirkp-itrick,  Labraitche,  Leonard.  Lu- 
cas, Lumpkin,  Lyon,  McCauslin,  Maclav,  McClelland, 
McClernand,  McConnell,  McDowell,  McKay,  Murpliy, 
Owen,  Parmenter,  Payne.  Emeiy  D.  Potter,'Prau,  Hurdv, 
David  S.  Reid,  Reding,  Rclfe,  Bitter,  Robinson,  Russeil, 
Saunders,  1'homas  H.  Seymour,  Simons, Simpson,  Slidell, 
John  T.  Smitli,  Thomas  Smith,  Robrrt  Smith,  Stecnrod, 
Stetson,  John  Stewart,  Stiles,  Stone,  Strung,  Isykes,  Tuy 
lor,  Thompson,  Tibbatis,  Tucker,  Wiiller,  Wentwonh, 
Wheaton,  Willianu,  VVoodwanl,  Joaepb  A.  Wright,  and 
Yo8t-I08.  •  r  .  -, 

NAVS— Menr*.  Abbott,  Adams,  Baker,  Barrlnger,  Mil- 
ton Brown,  Jeremiah  Brontn,  Bufllngton,  Clinch,  Cliiig- 
man,  Collnmer,  Cranston,  Garrett  Davis,  Oellet,  Dickey, 
Grinnell,  Hardin,  Harper,  Hudson,  Washington  Hunt, 
Joseph  R.  Ingrrsoll,  Jcnks,  Perley  B.  Johnson, John  P.  Ken- 
nedy, Daniel  P.  King,  Mcllvaine,  Marsh,  Edward  J.  Mor- 
ris, Moseley,  Nes,  Newton,  Patterson,  Elisha  It.  Potter, 
Ramsey,  Rockwrll,  Kogers,  Sample,  Schenck,  Senter, 
•Caleb  B.  Smith,  Stephens,  Thumasson,  Tilden,  Tyler, 
Vance,  Vanmeter,  Vinton,  Widiereil,  White,  WinUirop, 
and  William  Wright-SI. 

AMENDMENT  OP  THE  RULES. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  suspend  | 
the  rules  to  enable  him  to  ofier  the  following  reso- 
lution: 

Raolved,  Thai  the  (hllowing  be  added  to  tlie  standing 
rules  of  the  House:  "  Irainedialclyal^er  the  Speaker  taking 
the  chair  each  morning,  tliu.Cierk  sliall  proceed  to  call  Uie 
roll  of  tile  uienitiefs  of  the  House,  and  shall  thereupon  en- 
ter upon  tlie  Journal  ilie  names  or  the  members  wlio  are 
present,  and  also  those  wlio  ore  absent." 

Mr.  DICKEY  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  question;  which  were  accordingly  ordered; 
and  being  taken,  resulted — yeas  85,  nays  86;  as 
follows: 

VEAS— Messrs.  Abbott,  Adams,  Atkinson.  Baker,  Bnr- 
ringer,  Benton,  Bidlack.  Blackwell,  Bower,  Milton  Brown, 
William  J.  Brown,  Jeremiah  Brown,  BulDngton,  llurke, 
Burt,  Reuben  Ciiapinan,  t.Nibb,  Coilainer,  Cranston.  Croas, 
Cullom,  Dana,  Gntrrtt  Davis.  Dickry,  Elmer,  French. 
Grinnell,  Haralson,  Harper,  lienley,  Hopkins,  Hudson, 
Hughes,  Hung'-rroril,  Washington  Hunt.  James  B.  Hunt, 
Joseph  R.  Ingi^rsoll.  Jameson.  Cave  John>on,  Perley  B. 
Johnson,  Andrew  Jolinson,  Daniel  P.  King,  Labranche, 
Lucas,  McCauslcn,  McClelland,  McCniinell,  Mcllvninu, 
McKny,  Eihvard  J.  Morris,  Morse,  .Murphy,  Nes.  Peyton, 
eiisha  B.  Pouer.  Pratt,  Rum>ey,  Rallibuii.  David  S.  Reid, 
Itediiig,  Riller,  Bogers,  Sample.  Seiiter,  Simons,  Albert 
l^niith,  Caleb  B.  Smith,  Robert  Smith,  Steenrod,  Andri^w 
Stewart,  Stiles,  Stone,  Strong,  Summers,  Thomasson, 
Tlioinpson,  Tibbnits,  Tucker,  Vance,  Wellet,  Wentworth, 
White,  Woodward,  William  Wright,  and  Joseph  A.  Wright 
— 85. 

NAV8— Messrs.  Anderson,  Edward  J.  Black,  James  .^. 
Black,  Bowlin,  Boyd,Jucob  BrinkerlinlT,  llrodlieud,  Aaron 
V.  Brown.  (Caldwell,  Campbell,  <;ary,  Carroll,  Cnllin.  Au- 
gustus A.  Chapman.  CliappiMI,  Clinch,  Cliiignian,  iJlinlon, 
Coles,  llaiiiel,  Uieliard  D.  Iiuvis,  John  VV.  Davis,  Drilet, 
Droingoifle,  Duiilap,  Kllis,  Ficklm.  Foster,  Byrain  Grri-n, 
Hale,  Hamlin,  Hauiinett.  Hays,  Herrjck,  Holmes,  lloifc, 
Houston,  llubaril,  Hubbell,  Charles  J.  Ingersiill,  Irvin, 
Jenks,  George  VV.  Jones,  Andrew  Kennedy,  Preston  King, 
Kirkpairick,  Leonard,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Maclay,  .McCler- 


nand, McDowell,  Marsh,  MoKley,  Newton,  Owen  Pu 
nioiiter.  Pauerson,  Payne.  Pctlit,  Giuery  D.  Poller  Pntd» 
Itelfe,  Rhett,  Robinson,  llockwell,  Russell, ^{t.  John!  gsoj* 
ders,  Schenck,  ThoiiiasH.  Seymour,  John  T.  Smiib.TlioBiI 
as  Smith,  Stepliens,  Stetson,  Jiiliii  Stewnri.  Sykeii  Taylor 
Tilden,  Vanmeter,  Vinton,  Wethered,  WUeaWn.Williiim! 
Winthrop,  and  Vost-88.  ^^^ 

Sp  the  rules  were  not  suspended. 
OREGON  TBRRITORT. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH  called  up  the  resoluUon 
which  he  offered  on  the  18th  instant,  to  prim  ten 
thousand  extra  copies  of  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Territories,  in  relation  to  Oregon;  anil 
he  moved  the  previous  question  thereon. 

The  previous  question  was  sustained,  and  die 
resolution  was  agreed  to. 

HOUSE  FURNACES. 
Mr.  PRATT'S  resolution  to  place  the  fiirnaeea 
under  the  Hall  of  the  House  of  Representatirea 
in  charge  of  the  Doorkeeper,  and  to  empover 
him  to  appoint  a  messenger  to  attend  thereto,  was 
taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

BANKING  SYSTEM. 

Mr.  M.  BROWN  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rules  to  offer  the  following  resolution: 

Aetoltisii,  That  the  Secretary  of  tlie  Treasury,  at  tte 
sAme  lime,  and  in  connection  Willi  the  informntiim  c<lle4 
for  by  the  resolution  of  this  House,  passed  21st  of  Usfeli, 
18-14,  on  the  subject  of  banks,  iinil  losses  uf  tlie  Govern- 
ment occasioned  by  banks,  also  report  how  many  bsnlis 
were  cliunered  annually  during  the  period  therein  speeitiv^, 
and  Uie  amount  of  capiul  of  each— to  wit.  fmoi  tc^l6  to 
1844,  and  by  what  Legislatures  cliailered;  and  furtlier 
specify  how  much  has  been  lost  to  the  Government  tlimu{^ 
and  by  banks  cliarteretl  by  Stale  Legislatures,  and  Imw 
much  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  Suiea  cbarured  tr 
Congress. 

He  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  suspending 
the  rules;  and  on  being  taken,  they  rtsulled— yeas 
74,  nays  94. 

So  the  rules  were  not  suspended. 

8LAVB  REPRESENTATION. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE,  from  the  select  commit- 
tee on  the  resolutions  of  the  Legislatures  of  Vir- 
ginia and  Alabama,  on  the  proposed  amendneot 
of  the  Constitution,  so  as  to  prevent  slave  repre- 
sentation, which  was  suggested  by  resolotiiuii 
from  the  Legislature  of  Massachuseils,  modes 
report,  accompanied  by  several  resolutions,  oa 
wnich  he  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  de- 
manded the  previous  questioi;.  He  said  the 
committee  had  drawn  a  short  report  only  became 
their  desire  was  to  secure  a  vote  of  the  House  for 
or  against  the  proposed  amendment  of  the  Cos- 
stitution,ao  that  the  country  nyght  know  whether 
the  vote  of  this  House  would  sanction  theehaage, 
or  tend  to  preserve  the  Constitution.  There wu 
nothing  in  it  harsh  or  unkind  to  the  Legislaiire 
or  people  of  Massachusetts. 

The  select  committee  report  that  the  commiuee 
have  maturely  considered  the  proposition  of  tb« 
General  Assembly  of  Massachuseiu,  to  atnend 
the  Constiituion  of  the  United  States,  by  appor- 
tioning Represejitatives  and  direct  taxes  acconl- 
ing  to  the  whole  number  of  free  persons,  exclud- 
ing Indians  not  taxed,  and  also  tne  three  fifthtef 
all  other  persons  now  embraced  in  the  determia- 
ation  of  Federal  numbers.  This  proposition  is 
strongly  and  unanimously  condemned  by  tbe 
General  Assembly  of  Virginia,  and  is  regarded, 
in  truth, as  a  proposition  virtually  to  dissolve  iW 
Union.  The  committee,  believing  that  the  btaii 
of  representation  and  direct  taxation, as  regtilated 
in  the  Constitution,  was  the  result  of  aapiritof 
concession  and  compromise  which  was  indispens- 
able to  the  Union  of  the  Slates,  and  to  the  form- 
ation and  ratification  of  that  Constitution  as  or- 
jiained  and  established,  are  of  opinion  that  ihe 
proposed  alteration  of  the  comproroiaes  would 
produce  a  peaceable  or  violent  dissolution  of  the 
Union.  The  committee,  anxiously  desirous  «f 
preserving  the  Constitution  in  its  pure  meaoisf, 
as  formed  by  the  convention  and  ratified  b^  the 
Slates,  and  confidently  believing  that  such  is  ike 
deliberate  sense  of  the  State*  and  of  the  peapk 
thereof,  with  very  rare  exceptions,  are  of  opinioii 
that  no  such  proposition  aa  that  of  ihe  Gencnl 
Assembly  of  Massachusctta  ought  to  be  recom- 
mended by  Congress,  or  favored  in  the  least  de- 
gree. The  committee  therefore  report,  and  retom- 
mend  to  the  adoption  of  the  House,  the  followist 
■•solutions: 

/Icjalterf  ty  Ihe  Home  of  Refrcmtaam  of  tts  VtBti 
Statu,  That  the  rule  esubhshed  in  the  Consul auouass* 
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bajHn  of  rrpr««eniation  And  direct  taxation,  resulting  from  a 
spirit  of  conce»()toii  and  cmnitrnnii^e  psKcntial  tti  tlitt  form- 
luiou  and  t»ro«ervnllon  oCflin  Union  of  the  States,  ouglit  to 
be  lit'lU  sacred  Uy  tlie  fiiend.**  ot'tlic  Union. 

Resolved  f  Tlint  no  prnpofiiion  to  alter  or  amend  the  Con - 
stitmiriM  iu  relaiion  to  representatitm  and  direct  taxation 
among  Kie  Suites,  ou^hi  to  be  recommended  by  Congresi*, 
bnt  tliat  every  ^tich  proposition  onglti  to  be  promptly  and 
tSecisiveiy  condemned. 

Mr.  ADAMS  raid  he  ilid  not  expect  that  each 
a  course  would  have  been  pursued  bv  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  or  that  it  wouM  receive  tlie 
sanrtion  n(  the  Houae. 

The  SPEAKl-:a  intimated  tliat  the  question 
was  not  debalnble. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  merely  wished  to  ask  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  to  permit  him  to  move 
tlie  reference  of  the  report  and  resoliitinns  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  and  that  a  day  be  fixed  for  its  discussion. 
Mr.  DROMGOOLEsaid  he  could  not  withdraw 
bis  motion  for  such  a  purpose,  for  it  would  Irnd 
to  the  very  thing  that  the  committee  was  desirous 
to  avoid. 
.      Mr.  WINTHROP  moved  a  call  of  the  House. 
Mr.  ABBOTT  rose  and  slated  that,  though  one 
of  the  select  committee,  he  had  not  been  notified 
of  its  meeting;  and  lie  wished  the  House,  there- 
fore, to  understand  that  the  report  bad  not  re- 
ceived his  assent. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  explained.  Being  at  the 
head  of  the  committee,  he  procured  a  list  of  the 
members  appointed,  and  placed  it  in  the  hands  of 
one  of  the  pnges  of  the  House  with  a  notice — 
which  he  read — notifying  the  members  of  the 
meeting  of  the  committee.  All  the  members  were 
notified  but  three,  two  of  whom  had  gone  home, 
and  the  other  [Mr.  Abbott]  was  sick,  so  the  gen- 
tleman would  see  why  the  report  did  not  receive 
the  unanimous  assent  of  the  committee. 

The  question  was  then  put  upon  the  motion  for 
a  call  of  the  House,  and  negatived. 

The  demand  for  the  previous  question  was  sec- 
onded; and  the  question  .then  being,  "  Shall  the 
main  cuieaiion  be  now  put.'"' 

Mr.WINTHROPcalledforthe  yeas  and  nays; 
.which  were  ordered;  and,  being  taken,  resulted 
— yeas  118,  nays  51. 

So  the  main  question  was  ordered. 
Mr.  PARMENTER  remarked  that  the  subject 
was  too  important  to  be  decided,  upon  without 
discussion;  and,  as  the  other  committee  would 
soon  make  a  report  upon  the  subject,  he  moved 
that  the  resolutions  be  laid  upon  the  table. 
On  this  motion, 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  demanded  the  yess  and 
nays;  which  wiire  ordered;  and,  being  taken,  re- 
sulted— yeas  43,  nays  13°^,  as  follows: 

YE.\S — .\fe^<rs.  Abbott,  Adams,  linker, Jeremlnh  Drown, 
Ruffin^nn.  tJarroll,  t^atlin,  Collamer,  Urancto.),  Dickey, 
tiitldiii^,  Grinnelt,  lljrper,  liudsou,  Wtubinginn  Hunt, 
Joseph  B.  Ingersoll,  lr\-in,Jenk«,  Perley  U.Jotinmiii.  Daniel 
P.  King,  L.voii,Mclivaine,  M.1r.->li.  Ednard  J.  MnrriFi,  Mor^R, 
Mnseley.'pnrmi.'nter,  Pntterxon,  Eliitha  R.  Poller,  llnin:*ey, 
Uockwell,  Uofers,  Schenck,  rievcra'uce,  Albert  Siuilli, 
Caleb  U.  Smiili,Sykes,'i'ildeH,  Tyler,  Vanmclec,  WiUiauis, 
Wintlirop,  and  VVtlhnra  Wright— 43. 

NAYd— Mss.-*r».  Anderson.  A«he.  Barringer,  Benton, 
Bidlack,  Edward  J.  Illack,  James  A.  Uhicfc,  Blarknill, 
P<iwer,  Buwlin,  Oo.vd,  Jacob  Urnikerlioff,  Brodliend,  Mil- 
ton Omwn,  Willinin  J.  Biown,  Burke.  Bun,  Caldwell, 
Caniplicll,  Gary,  (.'hnp|telU  Chilton,  Clinch,  Clliiizninii. 
Clinton.  i;ottb.  Coles.  (;ro.4s.  Culloni.  Dana,  Daniel,  Gnrrelt 
Itavis,  Richard  I).  Davis.  John  W.  Davi«.  Dawion,  Denn, 
UetKrry,  Dickinson,  DriMngtHile,  Duulap,  Ellis.  Elmer.  Fick- 
liu.  Poster,  Priuich,  Bynuii  (ireeii.  Hale,  llaiiitin.  Hum- 
niett,  Haroliion,  lliiidiii,  Ilnvs,  Henley,  Derrick,  Holmes, 
llo^.  Hopkins.  Ilnu-lun.  Hub.-ird,  Hubbell.  Iliiglies,  Hun- 
g«*rl'(ini,Janies  B.  Huir, Charles  J.  fiiKersnII,  Jameson, Cave 
iollii«OH,  Andrew  Johnson,  Georee  W.  Jones,  Andrew  Keif- 
lietly,*  PresliMi  Kins,  Kirkpatrick,  Ltibranehe,  Leoitaid, 
IjUcas,  Lumpkin,  McCntisten,  Miictny, McClelland,  Met 'let- 
nand,  McCoiinell,  McDowi'll,MeK!iy,JiH»'pii  Morris,  Mur- 

Pliv,  Newton,  Owen,  Payne,  Peyton,  Emerv  D.  Potter, 
rait,  Preston,  Purdy,  RaUibun,  David  S.  Ueid,  Beding, 
Kelfe,  Bhett,  Ititter,  Uobins<m,  Bussell,  Sample,  Sannders, 
Beiitcr,  Tbnmns  II.  Seymour,  Simons,  Sinip'on,  Slidell, 
TlloinaaSniilh,  Itobert Smith,  S|,enee,Stecnrod,  Stephens, 
Stetson,  Andrew  Stewart,  John  Stewart.  Stiles,  Stone, 
Sliong,  .SuMimers,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Tibbatts,  Tucker, 
Vance.  Vinton.  Wenivvorlh,  VVethered.  Wlieaton,  While, 
Woodward,  Joseph  A.  Wright,  and  Yoht— IM. 

The  SPEAKER  having  announced  that  the 
morning  hour  h.id  expired, 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  moved  to  suspend  the 
rules  for  the  purpose  of  proceeding  with  the  res- 
olution: which  wns  carried. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  called  for  a  division  of  the 
question. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  demanded  the  yeas  and 
giays. 

The  yeot  and  naya  were  ordered. 


The. question  was  taken,  and  decided  in  the 
nfllrmaiive — yeas  158,  noys  18;  as  follows: 

YRAS  — Messrs.  Anderson,  Ashe,   Barringer.   Benton, 
Bidhick,  E<lward  J.  Black,  James  A.  Black.  Blackwell, 
Bower,  Biiwiin,  Boyd,  Jacob  Briukerlinir,  Bnidhead,  Mil- 
ton Brown,  William  J.  Brown,  Bulllnitton,  Burke,  Bnrt, 
Caldwell,  Campbell,  Cary.  Csrroll,  Cailin.  Chappcli,  Chil- 
mn,  Clinch,  Clingman,  Clinton,  Cobb.  Coles,  t^rnnston, 
Cross,  Cnllom,  Dana,  Daniel,  Garrett  Davis,  Kichard  U. 
Davis.  John  VV.  Davis,  Dawson.  Dean,  Delterry,  Delict, 
Diekin«on.  Drningriole,  Dilnhtp,  Bllis,  Elmer,  Picklin,  Kish, 
Kosler,  French,  llymin  Green,  llnle,  Hamlin,  Hammelt, 
Haralson,  Hardin.  Harper,  Hays,  Henley,  Derrick.  Holmes, 
Hoge.  Hopkins,  lluui^lon,  Hnbnrd,  llubhell,  Hughes,  Hun- 
gerCord,  Wa-diintjtnn  Hum,  James  B.  Hunt,  Charles  J.  In- 
gersoll,  Joseph  It.  Ineerwoll,  f  rrin,  JameMtn,  Jenks,  i;ave 
Johnson,  Andrew  Johnson,  George   W.  Jones,  Andrew 
Kennedy,  Jidin  P.  Kennedy,  Preston  King,  Kirkpatrick, 
I  Lntiranehe.  Leonard.  Lucas,  Lumpkin,  MeCan-^len,  Ma- 
clay.  MeCleiland,   McClernand,  .MeConnell,- McDowell," 
McKay,  Edward  J.  Morris,  Joseph  Morris,  Moseley,  Mur- 
ll  p'ly,  Nes,  Newton,  Owen,  Parmenter,  Pavne, JPevton, 
'    Ehslia  R.  Poller,  Emery  D.  Poller,  Preston,  Purdv,  ilani- 
,  sey.  Rathbnn,  David  S.  Reid,  Reding,  Relte.  Kheti,  Riiler, 
l'  Robinson,  Russell.  St-  John,  Sample,  Saunders,  Setienek, 
'  Senter,  'l'lioina<  H.  Seymour,  Simons,  Simpson.  Slidell, 
1 1  Albert  Siaith,  John  T.  Smith,  Thomas  Sniiih.  Caleb  B. 
I    Smith,  Robert  Smith,  Spence,  Steenrod,  Siephens,  Slet- 
'  son,  Andrew  Stewart,  John  Stewarl.  Sliles.  Stone,  Strong, 
!i  Summers,  Sykes,  Tnylor,  Tlmmp<on.  'I'ibluiiis.  Tucker, 
Tvler,  Vance,  Vanmeter,  Vinton.  VVethered.  Wlieaton, 
White,  Williams,  Woodward,  William  Wright,  Joseph  A. 
Wright,  aud  Vost— 1.1*. 

NAYS  — Messrs.  Abbott,  Adams,  Baker,  Jeremiah 
Brown,  Dickey,  Giddings.  Grinnell,  Hudson.  Perlev  B. 
Jnlinson,  Daniel  P.  King,  Mcllvaine,  Marsh,  Morse,  K(>ek- 
-well,  Rogers,  Severance,  Tilden,  and  VVinUirop— 18. 

So  the  first  resolution  was  adopted. 

The  (|uestion  recurring  on  the  second  resolu- 
tion, 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  called  for  a  division. 

Mr.  HUNT,  of  New  York,  asked  that  the 
question  be  taken  on  that  part  of  the  second  res- 
olution previous  to  the  word  "  Congress." 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  question' was 
not  now  divisible. 

Mr.  HUNT  asked  lenve  of  the  House  to  have 
the  word  "  rejected,"  substituted  for  the  word 
"condemned,''  in  the  resolution. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  proposition  could 
not  be  entertained. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  resulted — 
yeas  137,  nays  41;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Anderson,  Ashe,  Barringer,  Benton,  Bid 
lack,  Eilward  J.  Black,  James  Black,  BInekwell,  Bowlin, 
Boyd.  Jacob  BrinkiTlinfT,  Brodhead,  Milton  Brown,  Wil- 
liam J.  Brown,  Burke,  Bart,  f.'aldwell,  Campbell,  Carey, 
Chappi'll,  Chilton,  LMiiich,  Clinton,  Cobb,  Coles,  t'niss, 
t..*ulloni,  Dana,  Daniel,  Garrett  Davis,  Richard  D.  Davis, 
Jolin  W.  Davis,  Dawson.  Dean.  Deberry,  Dellet,  Dickinson,. 
Dromgoole,  Ellis,  Elmer,  Fit-ktin,  Foster,  Frent-h,  Willis 
Green,  Bvrani  Green,  Hale,  Haniliti,  Hnmniell,  tlnralKon, 
Hardin,  Hays,  Henley,  lliirrick.  Holiiies,  Hopkins.  Houston 
llntnird.  Hubbell,  iiiislies,  llnngerTord.  Jntiies  B.  Hunt, 
(Niarles  J.  Ingersoll.  Joseph  K.  fngersnil,  Jameson,  Cave 
Johnson,  Andrew  Johnson,  George  W.  Jones,  Andrew 
Kennedy,  Presiun  King.  Kirkpatrick.  Lnbraiiehe,  Leonard, 
Lucn-<,  Lumpkin,  McCoiislen,  Mnclav,  McClelland,  Mc- 
t^lerrinnd,  MeConnell,  McDow,'ll,  McKay,  Joseph  Mor- 
ris, Murphy,  Newton,  Uwen,  Payne,  Peyton,  Elislia  R. 
Poller,  Emery  D.  Potter,  Pratt,  "Preston,  Purdy,  Ralli- 
bun,  David  S.  Reid,  Riiling,  Relfe,  Uliell,  Killer,  Robin 
son,  Russell.Sr.  John.  Saunders,  Senter,  Thoinas  H.  Sey- 
mour, Simpson,  Slidijll,  Thomas  Smith,  Robert  Smith, 
.Spence,  Sieeiirud.  Ste|ihens,  Stetson,  John  Stewart,  STiles, 
Slone,  Strong,  Summers.  Taylor,  Thomp<ton.  Tibbatts, 
I'ueker,  Vance,  Vilnnieter,  WentworUi*,  Woodward,  Jo- 
seph A.  Wrislit,  and  Yost— 137. 

N.\  V3 — Messrs.  Abbott.  Adams,  Baker,  Jeremiah  Bmwn, 
Riilfinglon,  Carroll,  Cailin,  Collamer,  Clingman,  Cranston, 
Dickey,  Pisli,  Giddings,  Grinnell,  Harper,  Hudson,  Jenks, 
Perley  B.  Johnson.  John  P.  Kennedy,  Daniel  P.  King.  Mc- 
llvaine, Marsh,  Morse,  Moseley,  Nes,  Parmenter,  Knck- 
wetl,  Rogers.  Sample,  Sclienck,  Severance,  Alben  Smith, 
Caleb  B.  .Smith,  Sykes.  Tilden,  Tyler,  Vinton,  Wbeston, 
White,  Williams,  and  Winlhrop — 4L 

So  the  second  resolution  was  adopted. 
PRIVATE  BILLS. 

This  being  private  bill  day,  that  order  of  busi- 
ness was  taken  up;  and  the  following  were  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed,  and  were  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  G.  Ward; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Walcot  A.  Strong  and 
Pierre  S.  Derbanne; 

A  bill  granting  a  pension  to  an  Indian  woman 
of  the  Creek  nation; 

A  bill  for  Ihe  relief  of  Henry  Freeman; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Rose; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Simeon  Dennison; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Dunham; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lois  Crouk,  alios  Crouk- 
bite; 

A  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Richard  Elliott; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Gresbaro;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  Parker. 


The  House  then  resolved  itself  intofl  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  and  proceeded  to  the  con- 
sideration of  bills  on  the  Private  Calendar,  re- 
ported from  committees. 

The  following  bills  were  read,  as  were  also  the 
reports  which  accompanied  them,  and  the  bills 
were  laiil  aside  to  be  reported  to  ihe  House: 

A  bill  f<»rthe  relief  of  Hugh  Wallace  Wormley; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Matilda  Drury  and  others, 
representatives  of  Captain  Tillard; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Simeon  Caswell;    ' 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  M.  Gibson; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elliot  Smith  and  Nathan 
Fans  worth; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatirea 
of  Captain  Samuel  Shannon; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  G.  W.  Clarke,  Harris 
Cook,  and  John  BrainerSd;  and 

A  joint  resolution  for  the  relief  of  Saltmarsh 
and  Fulli'r. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  gave  notice  that  he  should, 
when  this  resolution  was  reported  to  the  House, 
move  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Ronds 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Woodson  Wren;  and 

I'he  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Pepper  and 
others. 

Mr.  VANCE  here  moved  that  the  committee 
rise  and  report  the  bills  to  the  House;  and,  after 
some  remarks  in  opposition  to  the  motion  by  Mr. 
THOMPSON,  it  was  rejected. 

The  commitiee  then  proceeded,  and  the  follow* 
ins  bills  were  laid  aside  to  be  reported: 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Miller; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Journey: 

The  bill  fur  the  relief  of  General  William 
EUiton; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Fitcb; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Antoine  Voaquez  and 
others; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Bethea  Mealy; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Betsy  Ciapp; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Abigail  Oibson^ 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Violet  Cochrane, 
widow  of  John  Calhoun; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Emanuel  Shrofe; 

The  joint  resolution  authorizing  the  Post- 
master General  to  settle  with  certain  mail  con- 
tractors; 

The  bill  granting  ft  pension  to  Suaanoah  Scott, 
widow  of  William  Scott; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sally  McCraw; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elijah  RIodgett; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  ^rah  Blackemore, 
widow  of  George  Blackemore; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Crawford; 

The  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Bartholomew 
Maguire; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Loth rop  Foster; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  True  Putney  and  Wil- 
liam Riddle; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  P.  Ord; 

Tne  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Frazerand  G.  A. 
Fninklin;«nd 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  Davenport. 

The  committee  rose,  and  reported  the  biUa 
above  enumerated  without  amendment. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


The  following  petitions,  pretenletl  to-day,  were  banded 
to  the  reporters  by  the  members  presenting  tbem  : 

By  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Ohio:  The  petition  of  Samuel 
Skinner  and  tlFiy-two  otliera,  citizens  of  Ohio,  praying  for 
tile  establislimenl  of  a  mail  route  Onm  Uitioiitown,  Mus- 
kingum county,  Uirough  Rehoboth,  New  Lexington,  and 
Slraitsville,  in  Logan,  in  Hocking  county  ;  which  w»i  re- 
ferred to  the  Committed  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

By  Mr.  DUNLAP:  A  remonstrance  of  citizens  of  the 
Stale  of  Maine  against  the  imponation  of  timber  Into  tbs 
pons  of  tlie  United  Slates  free  of  dutv. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Daniel  Davis,  of  (Jape  Elizabeth,  In  Ihe 
Slate  of  Maine,  praying  a  pension,  in  consideration  of  hii 
services  a-*  a  soldier  in  the  revolutionary  war;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Penslont. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Polly  Clougli,  of  tbe  State  of  Maine, 
widow  of  Jonathan  Dilliard,  praying  to  be  allowed  tbe  half 
pay  due  her  husband  for  his  services  as  a  aeamsn  In  Ihe 
service  of  the  United  States ;  wbich  wss  lefeired  to  the 
Committee  on  Navsl  AIRiira. 

By  Mr.  HUBBELL :  The  memorial  of  a  number  of  cit- 
izens of  Amity,  Alfred,  and  Almond,  of  the  thirtieth  con- 
gressional district  of  New  York,  praying  that  a  mail  mute 
maybe  established,  agreeable  to  the  prayer  of  the  petition  ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  tbe  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads- 

By  Mr.  OWEN;  Tbe  peUiion  of  John  Barton  snd  one 
bandied  snd  seventy-two  others,  ciUzens  of  tbe  sixth  coo- 
gtessiODSl  district  of  Indiana ;  and  of  C.  B.  Maitus  and 
wtotjr  one  otliers,  of  said  Stale,  prsyini  a  (rant  of  land  foe 
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the  eztenilon  of  ibe  WabSBh  and  Erie  Canal  froni  Tern 
flaate  to  Evanavjlle,  on  Ibe  Ohio. 

By  Mr.  BROOIIEAD:  Two  memorial*,  numerously 
•Igned  by  citizens  of  Easton,  PonnsylTania,  protesting 
against  any  chanve  of  the  tariff  act  of  1643. 

By  Mr.  SMITH,  of  Pennsylvania:  A  memorial  of  citi- 
sens  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  praying  tfaat  no  change 
may  be  noade  in  the  tariff  act  of  184*J ;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  otate  of  the  Union. 

By  Mr.  ASHE:  The  petition  of  Clayton  U. Harris  and 
aigbty-eight  others,  citizens  of  Tipton  county,  Tennessee, 
praying  Congress  to  grant  the  prayer  of  William  Brown 
for  a  back  pension. 

By  Mr.  RELFE:  The  petition  of  David  Myerle,  with 
■ceoropanying  papen ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Olaims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SMITH,  of  Illinola,  the  petition  of 
Kobert  Seybold  was  taken  from  the  file*  of  the  House,  and 
referred  tu  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

By  Mr.  A.  V.  BROWN:  Tb«  petition  of  Isabelht  Bald- 
ridge,  widow  of  Captain  John  Baldridge ;  also,  of  Mary 
Anne  Modgtin,  wife  of  Truman  Modglin  ;  also,  of  Mrs. 
Btepbenson,  widow  of  Moses  Stephenson,  all  praying  a 
pension  fur  the  revolutionary  services  uf  their  lote  husbands; 
also,  the  petition  of  Samuel  Strickland,  for  a  pension  for 
like  services ;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Bev01utionai7  Pensions. 

By  Mr.  BURKE:  The  petition  of  Jonas  Dalton,  praying 
to  be  placed  on  tlie  roll  of  invalid  penaioners. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturdat,  March  23, 1844. 

Mr.  CHAPMAN,  of  Alabnma,  rose,  and  n- 
marked  that,  having  been  accidentally  absent  yes- 
terday when  the  vote  waa  taken  on  the  resolAtiona 
reported  from  the  aeiect  committee  on  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  Slate  Legislatures  of  Virginia  and 
Alabama,  in  relation  to  a  proposed  change  of  the 
Constitution,  whereby  the  basis  of  representation 
in  certain  States  would  be  altered,  he  desired  now 
to  have  his  vole  recorded  on  that  most  important 
question. 

Mr.  WELLER  remarked  that  it  was  never 
done. 

Mr.  CHAPMAN,  of  Alabama,  said  the  record 
of  his  vote  would  not  change  the  result,  and  he 
should  be  happy  to  record  nis  vote  in  the  affirm- 
ative. 

Mr.  WELLER  repeated  that  such  a  thing  was 
never  done;  if  it  could  be,  he  should  like  to  have 
his  vote  recorded,  for  he,  too,  was  accidentally 
absent;  but  if  he  could  not  have  his  vote  recorded, 
he  must  object  to  any  other  gentleman  being  now 
permitted  to  add  .his  vote. 

Mr.  REID,  of' North  Carolina,  moved  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rules,  so  that  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama  [Mr.  Chapman]  might  record  his  vote. 

Mr.  WELLER  asked  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  to'make  the  suspension  general. 

Mr.  REID,  of  North  Carolina,  assented. 

Mr.  C.JOHNSON  warned  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  that  the  course  he  was  proposing 
to  pursue  would  lead  to  endless  confusion. 

Mr.  HALE  moved  to  amend  the  motion,  so 
that  any  gentleman  might  have  the  right  to  record 
his  vote  on  all  and  every  question  that  had  been 
acted  upon  since  the  first  day  of  the  session. 

Mr.  REID,of  North  Carolina,  sai^f  his  mo- 
tion was  likely  to  lead  to  debate  he  would  with- 
draw it. 

Mr.  WELLER  called  for  the  orders  of  the 
day. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  the  order  of  the 
day  to  be  the  call  for  the' reports  from  commit- 
tees. 

RHODE  ISLAND  REVOLDTION. 

Mr.  BURKE,  from  the  select  committee  on  the 
memorial  from  members  of  the  Rhode  Island 
Legislature,  reported  the  following  resolution; 
which  was  agreed  to: 

Rnolved,  That  the  President  nf  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested lo  lay  before  the  House  the  authentic  and  true 
copies  of  all  requests  and  applications,  upon  which  he 
deemed  it  his  duty  to  interfere,  with  the  naval  and  miiilary 
forces  of  the  United  States,  on  the  occasion  of  the  recent 
attempt  of  ttae  people  of  Rhode  Island  to  esublixh  a  free 
oonstitotlon  in  the  place  of  ilie  old  charter  guverninent  of 
^  that  State ;  and  also,  copies  of  tlie  ■  instractions  to,  and 
'statements  of  the  dinner  cnmntisslnners  sent  to  him  by 
the  then  existing  autborities  of  ilie  Sute  of  Rhode  Island ; 
also,  copies  of  flic  correspondence  between  the  Executive 
of  tlie  United  Stales  and  the  charter  government  of  the 
State  of  Rliode  Island,  and  all  the  papers  and  documents 
connected  with  the  same  ;  nfso,  copies  of  the  correspond- 
ence, if  any,  between  Uie  heads  of  DepartmenU  and  said 
chaner  government,  or  any  pi-rson  or  persons  connected 
with  said  gnveriiinenl,  and  of  any  mrconipany  iug  pnp<;rs  and 
documents :  also,  copies  of  all  orders  issued  by  the  Execu- 
tive of  the  United  Stales,  or  nf  any  Depanmeni,  to  uiiliury 
officers  for  the  movement  to,  or  employment  of  troops  in, 
Ehode  Island ;  also,  copies  of  all  orders  lo  naval  officers  to 
prepare  ateaiD  or  other  vcsseU  of  the  United  Sutesfor  ser- 


vice in  the  waters  of  Rhode  Island  -,  also,  copies  of  all  orders 
to  the  officers  of  revenue  cutters  for  the  same  service  ; 
also,  copies  nf  any  instructions  borne  by  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  Rhode  Island,  on  his  visit  In  184:2,  to  review  the 
troops  of  the  charter  government ;  also,  copies  of  any  or- 
der or  orders  to  any  officer  or  officers  of  the  Army  or  Navy 
to  report  themselves  to  the  charier  government;  and  that  i 
he  be  requested  tu  lay  before  the  House  copies  of  any  other  ' 
paper  or  document  in  the  possession  of  the  Executive,  con- 
nected with  the  subject,  not  above  speciflcally  enumerated. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  WELLER,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  back  Senate  bill  No.  98,  be- 
ing an  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to 
establish  branches  of  the  Mint  of  the  United 
States;"  which  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

Mr.  McKAY,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
an  adverse  report  upon  the  resolution  of  the 
House  of  the  27th  January  last,  instructing  said 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  re- 

f)orting  an  appropriation  for  the  repairs  of  the 
Ight-houscs  and  buoys  at  the  mouth  of*VcrmiI- 
lion  river,  in  Louisiana. 

Also,  an  adverse  report  from  the  same  commit- 
tee, upon  the  subject  of  the  coinage  of  one  dollar 
gold  pieces. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
back  the  Senate  bill  (No.  55)  entitled  "An  act  di- 
recting the  disposition  of  certain  unclaimed  goods, 
wares,  or  .merchandise,  seized  for  being  illegally 
imported  into  the  United  States."  It  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed.    . 

He  also  gave  notice  that  he  should  hereafter 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  authorize  the  coin- 
age of  one  dollar  gold  pieces  at  the  Mint  of  the 
United  States  and  its  branches. 

Mr.  VANCE,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made-  adverse  reports  upon  the  petitions  of 
Thomas  Tatem,  Nancy  E^new, and  J.  I.  Beyer; 
which  reports  were  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  v.,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  William  De  Peyster  and 
Henry  N.  Cruger;"and  the  bill  from  the  Senate 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  J.  Skinner, 
of  Alabama,"  reported  the  same  severally  with- 
out amendment;  and  they  were  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  KING,  of  New  York,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce,  made  an  adverse  report  upon 
the  petition  of  James  H.  McClelland  &  Co.; 
which  report  wets  ordered  lo  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  from  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands,  reported  bills  of  the  following 
titles;  which  were  severally  read  a  first  and  sec- 
ond time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union: 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  patents  for 
certain  lands  in  the  St.  Augustine  land  district, 
in  Florida,  the  sales  of  which  were  not  regularly 
reported. 

A  bill  to  provideforabolishingthe  Fort  Wayne 
land  district,  and  for  the  sale  of  the  lands  em- 
braced therein  at  the  Indianapolis  and  Winamac 
districts,  and  to  bring  into  market  the  lands 
ceded  by  the  Miamiea  in  Indiana. 

Mr.  D.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
a  report  upon  the  petition  of  James  Anderson,  of 
the  Territory  of  Iowa,  accompanied  by  .a  bill  for 
his  benefit;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  PATTERSON,  from  the  same  committee, 
made  an  adverse  report  upon  the  resolution  of  the 
House  of  the  29th  of  January  last,  relative  to 
granting  refuse  and  unsold  Congress  lands  in  the 
Slate  of  Ohio  to  said  State,  for  the  purpose  of 
draining  and  otherwise  improving  said  lands; 
which  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  P.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  report- 
ed a  bill  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  allow  registers  of  land  offices  rent  in  cer- 
tain eases,  accompanied  by  .a  report  in  writing; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PATTERSON,  it  was 

Orderal,  That  the  Comniiuee  on  Public  Lands  be  dis- 
charged from  the  consideration  of  the  petition  of  Isaac  At- 
kins, of  Pulaski  county,  Kentucky,  anil  that  it  do  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  COLLAMER,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  issue  patents  for 
the  town  lots  sold  in  the  town  of  Mineral  Point, 


in  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin;  which  was  te- 
ferred  to  the  Cnmtnittee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.C.  also,  from  the  same  commiiiee,  reported 
a  bill  supplemental  to  an  act  entitled  "  An  actfor 
laying  off  the  towns  of  Fort  Madison  and  Bur- 
lington, in  the  county  of  Des  Moines,  and  the 
towns  of  Belleview,  Dubuque,  and  Peru,  in  the 
county  of  Dubuque,  Territory  of  Wiscoaitn, 
(now  Iowa,)  and  for  other  purposes,"  approv^ 
July  2,  1836;  and  the  amendatory  act  thereto, 
approved  March  3,  1837;  which  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  Houw 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  a  bill  granting  to  the  county  of  Dubuque 
certain  lots  of  ground  in  the  town  of  Dubuque; 
which  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HOUSTON,  it  was 

Ordered.  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be  dis- 
charged from  the  cnnsidpraiiiin  of  the  inemoriali  of  ibe 
Legiflaiure  of  the  Territory  of  Iowa,  for  a  lown«hip  of 
lami  for  the  Jackson  county  academy;  for  a  d«inat)oa  of 
land  for  the  Mount  Pleasant  collegiate  Institntc ;  sad  for  t 
donatiim  of  a,  township  of  land  for  the  support  of  the  Ion 
city  college.  , 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  reported  a  bill  decUratory  uf  the  con- 
struction of  the  several  preemption  laws;  which 
bill  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  o( 
the  Whole  on  the  stale  of  the  Union. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  HOUSTON,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Pulilic  Laads  be  dis- 
charged from  the  constdeniiioir  of  the  petition  of  Suood 
Garretv;  aud  ibai  it  lie  on  the  ubie. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  from  the  Committee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill  concerning  conveyances  or  devices  of  places 
of  public  worship  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
reported  an  amendatory  bill. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  committed  to  a  CoauaiUM 
of  tlie  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

DISTRICT  BUSINESS. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  moved  the  following  reso- 
lution: * 

Retolred,  That  the  Sd,  3d,  and  4th,  the  three  firrt  kgiils- 
tive  days  in  May,  be  assigned  by  this  Hooae  to  the  eM«d-. 
eration  of  subjecu  relating  to  the  District  of  ColBBbia,>a- 
less  they  are  disposed  of  In  leas  time. 

Objections  being  made, 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  said  he  hoped  the  Houm 
would  consent  to  set  apart  some  specific  timefor 
the  transaction  of  the  business  of  the  District;  it 
had  been  the  uniform  custom  to  do  so,  anil  it 
was  a  custom  which  ought  not  to  be  departed 
from.  If  any  other  days  than  those  named  were 
suggested,  he  was  authorized  by  the  committee 
to  acquiesce. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  said  he  hoped  there  waiild 
be  no  more  special  assignments  which  might  in- 
terfere with  the  appropriation  bills  or  the  tirif; 
he  therefore  moved  that  the  resolution  be  kid 
upon  the  table. 

Mr.CAMPBELL  called  for  the  yeas  and  myi. 

Mr;  WELLER  said  he  thought  some  partiea- 
lar  days  should  be  assigned.  , 

The  SPEAKER  remarked  that  the  qaestioo 
was  not  debatable,  the  motion  being  to  lay  the 
resolution  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  substituted  in  place  of  the 
days  named  in  the  resolution,  the  first,  second, 
ana  third  legislative  days  in  May. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and  being 
taken,  resulted— yeas  44,  nays  104. 

So  the  resolution  was  not  laid  on  the  table. 
'  The  question  recurred  on   the  passage  of  the 
resolution. 

Mr.  STEENROD  offered  an  amendment  to 
strike  out  "  three  days"  and  insert"  two  days;" 
and,  after  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  CAMP- 
BELLand  HOLMES  in  opposition  to  the  amend- 
ment, 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  called  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion; which  being  seconded,  and  the  main  <|iie*- 
tion  ordered. 

The  question  was  first  taken  on  Mr.  Stsbi- 
rod's  amendment;  and  it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  C.JOHNSON  called  for  the  yeas  and  nay* 
on  the  resolution;  but  they  were  not  ordered. 

The  morning  hour  ha<'inv  expired,  the  lesohi* 
tion  was  laid  over  till  Monday. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATIONS. 
The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing Executive  communications: 
A  message  from  the  President  of  the  Uoiira 
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States,  tranamittingaenpy  of  the  convention  con- 
cluded on  the  I7th  March,  1841,  between  the 
United  States  and  the  Ri-public  of  Peru,  the  rat- 
ifications of  which  have  been  duly  exchanged; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs. 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmit- 
ting a  report,  in  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the 
House  of  the  11th  instant,  in  relation  to  the  pur- 
chase of  sites  and  the  construction  of  marine  hos- 
£ital8  on  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers  and 
lake  Erie,  required  by  the  act  of  March  3, 1837; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  transmit- 
ting a  report  in  compliance  with  the  resolution  of 
the  15lh  of  January  last  of  the  survey  of  the  St. 
Louis  harbor;  which  was  referred  to  the  same 
committee. 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmit- 
ting i|i  report,  in  obedience  to  the  resoliitioi^nf  the 
House  of  the  26th  ultimo,  with  a  plan  and  esti- 
mate for  constructing  a  light-house  at  the  mouth 
'  of  Genesee  i-iver,  upon  Lake  Erie;  which  wasre- 
ferred  to  the  same  committee. 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmit- 
ting detailed  statements  and  reports  of  the  con- 
tingent fund  of  his  Department,  conformable  to 
the  twentieth  section  of  the  act  of  26tb  August, 
1842;  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

FERGUSON  AND  REID. 

Mr.  KII4G,  of  New  York,  on  leave, -made  a 
report  upon  the  petition  of  Ferguson  and  Rcid, 
of  Louisiana,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  their  re- 
lief; which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

WROUGHT-IRON  CANNON. 

Mr.  PARMENTER,  from  the  Committee  on 
Naval  AjBairs,  submitted  tlie  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Rttotptdf  That  tbn  Recretarieti  of  Wnr  and  of  ilie  Navy, 
eacb.  Inform  iliu  tlouM  whati^xperiini^niH  tiavf?  huen  made 
by  ofticen  of  their  reKpeclivi;  Dejiartiiinnti  for  tlic  purpose 
of  teating;  |ji«  strvngUi  and  utility  of  cannon  innnufaciaretl 
from  wrouf  III  Iron,  specifyiiif  auch  p.-irticular«  n*  may  tend 
lOilKiwalie  relative  luengih  and  utiliiy  of  wroiiglii  iron 
and  cast-iron  (.*annon ;  and  that  they  scvernlly  fnrniith 
copies  or  all  reports  made  by  ordnance  or  other  officers, 
eiljlerof  the  War  or  Navy  Departmeitts,  which  mny  be  in 
their  po«i«ea«ion  on  tlieMiiijecIof  thiKinqniry;  and  give  Hncli 
other  inforoiaiion  connected  therewith  hs  they  niny  coa- 
sider  useful ;  ats't,  liiat  tliey  respectively  inform  the  House, 
as  Ar  OS  may  be  in  iheir  power,  wli.it  lia^  been  the  result 
of  ihe  experience  of  European  Powers  on  the  suhjecl,  and 
'  particularly  the  Lirgesl  size  t(»  which  wnmght-iron  euui^ou 
lor  solid  shot  liave  been  carried  wuh  success.       '  | 

Mr.  HALE  inquired  of  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Aflairi  if  the  committee 
were  in  possession  of  any  facts,  or  had  made  any 
inquiries  of  the  Department  relative  to  the  causes  i 
of  the  burning  of  the  steamship  Missouri,  in  the  ! 
baj  of  Qibraltar.'  I 

Ur.  PARMENTER  replied'  that  the  commit-  ' 
tee  had  made  inquiries  of  the  Department,  and  i 
were  assured  that  as  soon  as  Captain  Newton  re- 
turned, a  court  of  inquiry  woulil  be  convened  to 
inquire  into  the  matter  alluded  to  by  the  gentle-  j 
man.froro  New  Hampshire. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  then  ■uggested.an  amend- 
ment: I 

And  Ibat  the  Beeretsriea  also  report  lo  the  House  the  ex- 
pense* of  said  experimeuts,  sud  to  whum  the  mosey  was 
paid.  .  I 

Mr.  J.  said  many  thousand  dollars  were  thus 
expended, of  which  the  House  should  be  informed; 
and  also  by  whom  the  money  had  been  received; 
for  he  understood  that  the  persons  employed  on 
these  experiments  were  paid  better  salaried  than 
any -officer  under  this  Government,  except  the 
President  of  the  United  States  himself. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  VANCE  called  for  the  orders  of  the  day. 

PRIVATE  BILLS. 

The  following  bills  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  were  read  the  third  time,  and  passeiif: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Adam  L.  Mills; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  Wallis; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representativea 
of  Captain  Samuel  Shannon; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  G.  W.  Clarke,  Harris 
Cook,  and  John  Brainard  3d; 

A  bill  for  the  benefit  of  Thomas  Hunter  and 
Alexander  Caldwell; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Holt; 


11      A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Woodson  Wren. 
j       A  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Pepper  and  oth- 
ers. 

I  The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Miller  was  next 
,1  taken  up;  and,  after  some  debate,  the  question 
.  being  upon  the  engrnssinent  of  the  bill,  and  or- 
'  deringittoathird  reading,  tellers  were  appointed, 
jl  who  reported— ayes  63,  noes  31;  no  quorum  vot- 
ing. 
i  The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  demanded  and 
I  ordered;  and,  being  taken,  resulted — yeas  95, 
,  nays  44. 

'     The  bill  was  then  read  the  third  time  and 
1 1  passed. 

The  following  bills  were  also,  after  being  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed,  read  the  third  time  and 
,  passed: 

I      A  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Journey; 
{      A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Kitch; 
I      A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Bethia  Healey; 
I      A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Antonie  Vaaquez  and 
,  others; 

I      A  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  Davenport,  of 
I  Rock  Island,  in  the  State  of  Illinois; 
'I      A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Clapp  and  Betsy 
Clapp; 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Ingalls; 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Violet  Calhoun,  widow 
of  John  Calhoun; 
I      A  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Emanuel  Shrofe; 
I      A  Joint  resolution  directing  the  Auditor  of  the 
Post  Office  Department  to  inquire  as  to  the  con- 
tract of  Saltmarah  &  Overton  with  the  Post  Office 
Department; 

A  joint  resolution  authorizing  the  Postmaster 
General  to  settle  with  certain  mail  contractors; 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sally  McCraw; 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Blodget; 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Abigail  Gibson; 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  Blackmore,  widow 
of  George  Blackmore; 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Crawford; 
A  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Bartholomew  Me- 
Guire; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lathrop  Foster;  and 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  True  Putney  and  Wil- 
liam Riddle. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Fraser  and  G.  A. 
Franklin  having  been  read, 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  question  of  engrossment,  but  no  quorum 
voted. 

Mr.  BLACK,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  an  ad- 
journment, but  withdrew  it  at  the  request  of  sev- 
eral members* 

Mr.  COBB  called  for  tellers  on  the  demand  for 
the  previous  question;  but  the  motion  to  adjourn 
was  renewed. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  on  that  mo- 
tion; and  being  taken,  resulted — yeas  29,  nays 
91. 
So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 
The  question  recurred  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  and  it  was  debated  by  Messrs.  HOLMES, 
ELMER,  and  others. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  on  the  pass- 
age of  tlie  bill ;  but  there  was  not  a  quorum  voting, 
there  being  15  for,  and  75  against  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

An  adjournment  was  then  moved,  bnt  it  was 
negatived  by  a  vote  which  showed  a  quorum  to 
be  present. 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  after 
some  further  debate  by  Messrs.  GIDDINGS, 
HOLMES,  COBB,  and  SIMONS,  was  taken  by 
tellers;  and  the  vote  stood — ayes  64,  noes  37 — no 
quorum  voting. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HAMLIN,  the  House  then 
adjourned. 

The  following  petitions,  presented  to-day,  were  handed 
to  the  reporters  by  the  members  presenting  them  : 

By  Mr.  DOWLINs  Tlie  petition  of  John  Porter  and 
eighty  others,  cltlsens  of  the  city  of  Boonrille^  in  fitfssouri, 
praying  appropiiations  for  the  improvement  of^tbe  western 
wueis ;  which  was  referred  lo  Ihe  IXimmittee  of  the  Wbde 
on  the  slate  of  Ihe  Union. 

By  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Ohio:  The  petiUon  of  John  S. 
Miller  and  Ihiny-four  others,  citizens  of  Ohio,  prayiog  for 
Ihe  esiabllshmenl  of  a  mail  route  ftom  Unioniowa,  in  Mus- 
kingum county,  to  Logan,  in  Hocking  county ;  which  was 
referred  to  Ihe  Committee  on  the  Post  OIBce  and  Post 
Roods. 

By  Mr.  HOOE :  The  petition  of  Marcus  B.  Osborne  and 
iwenty-three  others,  citisens  of  Henry  county,  in  the  Stale 
of  IltiMois,  prayinf  the  esublisbmeni  of  a  mail  route  from 
Peoria,  in  Peoria  couniy,  via  Hooal  Uaaley,  Wyoioiof, 


Toalon,  VVethersfield,  Gsneseo,  Sharon,  and  Crandall's 
Ferry,  to  Fulton  City,  In  Whiteside  county,  in  said  Slate 
of  Illinois;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  OIBce  and  Post  Roads. 

Ali^u,  Uie  petition  of  Silas  Noble  end  ,one  hundred  and 
fony-two  Dtticrs,  citizens  of  Lee  county,  in  the  Slate  of  Il- 
linois, pmyin;  Conaress  to  make  appropriations  for  the  im- 
mediate improvement »(  tlie  Missouri  and  Upper  Misaia- 
sippi  rivers ;  wliicli  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  oiate  of  the  Union. 

By  Mr.  HALE :  The  petition  of  Robert  Mcintosh,  for  a 
pension ;  which  was  referred  lo  ihe  Committee  on  Invalil 
I*ensi(ins. 

By  Mr.  BltOWN,  of  Pennsylvania :  Three  memorials  of 
similar  import,  from  citizfins  of  Lancaster  conniy,  Pennsyl- 
vania, remonstrating  against  any  alteration  in  the  existing 
lAiiriaw. 

By  Mr.  BLACK,  of  Pennsylvania  :  The  petition  of  snn- 
dry  citizens  of  Perry  county,  iu  Ihe  Suie  nf  Pennsylvania, 
ogninst  any  alteration  in  ttie  present  torifl*;  which  was  re- 
ferreil  to  a  Committee  of  the  vVhole  lluuse. 

Also,  the  petition  of  citizens  of  Cumberland  couniy,  la 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  asking  a  revision  in  ihe'law  reg- 
ulating the  postage  on  periodicals  and  newspapers  ;  which 
was  rell-rred  to  Uiv  Committee  on  the  Post  CTflfce  and  Post 
Beads. 

By  Mr.  SAMPLE :  The  petition  of  John  B.  Fraxer  and 
one  hundred  and  seven  others,  citizens  of  SI.  Joseph  coun- 
ty, Indiana,  nrayintfor  theconsuuctionofaharboraiNew 
Qulfitlo,  in  Michigan. 

By  Mr.  DA  VIM,  of  Indiana :  The  petition  of  Samuel 
Stnnt,  of  Indiana,  and  nineteen  others,  praying  an  appn>- 
printion  of  land  to  continue  the  Wabash  and  Ede  eauiU. 

By  Mr.  RlTTBIt :  Two  memorials,  sianed  by  citizens  of 
Berks  county,  Pennsylvania,  rciuoustrXtlng  against  any  al- 
teration in  the  tariff  net  nf  \Si% 

By  Mr.  RAMi^EV :  The  petition  of  John  C.  Bnehenand 
onejtundred  and  thirty-three  others,  citizens  of  Danpliln 
county,  Pennsylvania,  praying  Congress  lo  maintain  Iha 
taritf  of  184*J,  until  experience  shall  have  demonstrated, 
by  ascertained  fhcLs,  that  a  cliange  would  be  for  the  better. 

By  Mr.  MclLVAINE:  The  remonstrance  of  Charles  8. 
Bailey  and  sixty-four  others,  citizens  of  Pennsylvania, 
against  any  alteration  of  the  present  tariff  laws. 

By  Mr.  STETSON-:  The  petition  of  Henry  Durkee,  of 
Plattsburgj  New  York,  praying  fur  equitable  relief  for  loss 
susuined  in  the  execution  or  a  contract  with  the  United 
Slates  i  wbleb  was  referred  to  Ibe  (Committee  ofClaisM. 


IN  SENATE. 
MoNDAT,  Mareh  25,  1844. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore  bid  before  the 
Senate  a  communication  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment, transmitting  statements  of  the  expenditare 
of  the  several  bureaus  in  that  Department  from 
their  respective  contingent  fund;  which,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Phelps,  was  ordered  to  lie  on  tha 
table,  and  be  printed. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment, transmitting  statements  of  the  amount  ne- 
cessary to  complete  the  naval  arsenal  in  North 
Carolina,  according  to  the  original  design,  as  an 
arsenal  of  deposit  and  construction;  which  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

PETITIONS,  ETC. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  presented  documents  in  support 
of  the  claim  of  Joseph  Watson;  which  were  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  having  charge  of  the  bill 
from  the  House  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.'BREESE  presented  a  petition  from  Wil- 
liam G.  Brown,  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  praying 
compensation  for  certain  military  services  ren- 
dered the  United  States  in  1831;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  Ibe  Committee  on  Military  Afioirs. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  three  memorials  from 
Syracuse,  New  York,  praying  that  the  bill  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  modifying  the  tarts' 
of  1842  mtiy  not  be  passed  into  a  law. 

Mr.  TALLM  ADGE  presented  eight  memorials 
from  Syracuse,  New  York,  one  from  Utica,  New 
York,  and  one  from  Hudson,  New  York,  of  like 
prayer;  all  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance. 

Mr.  MILLER  presented  a  memorial  from  cer- 
tain persons  residing  in  the  vicinity  of  public 
square  No.  249  of  the  city  of  Washington,  pray- 
ing Congress  (it  being  Government  property)  to 
improve  the  same;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  MOREHEAD  presented  two  memorials 
from  Peter  Von  Schmidt,  resoectfully  praying 
that  he  may  be  paid  for  translating  a  pamphlet 
from  the  Russian  langua^  on  the  cultivation  of 
hemp,  and  in  relation  to  impregnating  timber, in 
order  to  preserve  it  from-the  destructive  eflects  of 
marine  worms;  which  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE  presented  a  petition  from 
thirty-four  citizens  of  Macomb  county  (Michigan, 
praying  to  be  confirmed  in  their  quarter  conces- 
sions on  Lah«  St.  Clair;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 
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Also,  a  communication  from  George  Renwick. 
of  Washtenaw,  Michi^n,  relative  to  false  and 
imperfect  surveys  in  Salem  township;  which, with 
the  documents  on  the  files  of  the  Senate  upon  that 
subject,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Also,  a  petition  from  eighty  inhabitants  of 
Michigan,  prayine  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  and  the  prohibition  of 
the  slave  trade  between  the  States. 

Also,  a  petition  from  Alfred  Johnson  and 
twenty-ei^ht  other*,  legal  voters  of  Seneca  county, 
Ohio,  asking  en  inquiry  into  the  fact  whether  one 
of  the  oflicers  of  the  Senate  has  been  guilty  of 
separating  three  children  from  their  mother,  con- 
trary to  the  laws  of  the  United  States;  and  if  so, 
to  have  bim  removed. 

The'  question  of  reception  having  been  raised 
on  these  petitions. 

On  motion 'of  Mr.  FULTON,  that  motion  was 
laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  presented  the  proceedings 
of  a  public  meeting  held  in  the  Vincennes  district, 
Indiana,  in  favor  of  granting  the  unsold  lands  in 
that  district  to  the  State  of  Indiana,  for  the  com- 
pletion of  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal  to  the  Ohio 
river;  which  Mffte  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  and  ordered  to  be  primed. 

Mr.-  ALLEN  presented  a  memorial  from  sixty 
citizens  of  Clarion  county,  Penn8ylvania,praying 
the  passage  of  an  act  granting  to  each  male  citi- 
zen of  the  United  States  above  the  age  of  twenty- 
one,  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  public  land, 
on  certain  conditions;  which  was  referred  to  the 
•Commitiee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  MERRICK  presented  five  memorials,  one 
■ignedby  five,  one  by  seventy-six,  one  by  eighty- 
five,  one  by  ninety-one,  one  by  one  hundred  and 
five,  and  one  by  one  hundred  and  thirty  citizens 
of  Alleghany  county ,  setting  forth  the  advantages 
resulting  from  the  tariff  of  1842,  end  the  disas- 
trous consequences  that  would  result  to  the  busi- 
ness of  the  country  and  to  domestic  manufac- 
tures, if  the  bill  reported  in  the  House  for  the 
modification  of  that  tariff  should  become  a  law. 
They  remonstrate  against  its  passage. 

Tiie  memorials  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance. 

Mr.  FAIRFIELD  presented  a  petition  from. 
Peter  Frost,  asking  for  a  pension  for  injuries  re- 
ceived in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States 
in  the  war  of  1813;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Commitiee  on  Pension*. 

Mr.  BATES  presented  resolutions  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  Massachusetts  against  the  annexation 
of  Texas  to  the  United  States;  which  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  BAYARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Aflairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Captain 
Charles  W.  Morgan;  which  wa*  read,  and  or- 
dered to  a  second  reading.  * 

Mr.  JARNAGIN,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition 
of  John  Milligan  and  others  upon  the  subject, 
reported  a  bill  to  secure  certain  rights  of  pre- 
emption in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  for  other 
purposes;  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  a  sec- 
ond reading,  and,  with  the  accompanying  report, 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  J.  also,  from  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
John  M.  Rusworm,  the  legal  representative  of 
William  Rusworm;  which  was  read  and  ordered 
to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  J.  also,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
reported  ba;k,  without  amendment,  and  with  a 
recommendation  that  it  do  pass,  the  bill  from  the 
House  for  the  relief  of  James  Reid. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JARNAGIN,  the  Committee 
on  Revolutionary  Claims  wa*  diacharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  petition  of  the 
widow  of  Benjamin  Netherland  fora  pension,  and 
•  the  petition  of  Nancy  Parker,  the  widow  of  Tim- 
othy Parker;  and  they  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee nn  Pensions. 

Mr.  FOSTER,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
reported  back,  without  amendment,  and  with  a 
recommendation  that  they  do  pass.  House  bills 
for  the  relief  of  Jerois  Foote,  and  William  H. 
Hoag  and  others. 

Mr  HUNTINGTON,  from  the  Committee  on 


Commerce,  reported  back,  without  amendment, 
and  with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass,  the 
bill  of  the  House  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  Fesscn- 
den. 

Mr.  ATHERTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, made  an  ndverse  report  on  the  petition  for 
a  pension  to  William  Patterson;  which  was  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed. 

Mr.WRIGHT,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
made  reports  on  the  pelilion  of  Samuel  Thomp- 
son, praying  compensation  for  superintending  the 
construction  of  the  New  York  custom-house,  as 
architect;  and  of  Joseph  H.  Warring,  pmying 
compensation  for  services  as  clerk  in  the  office  of 
the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury;  which  were  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  WOODBURY,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  back,  without  amendment,  and  with  a 
recommendation  that  they  do  not  pass,  the  bills 
from  ilie  House  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  B.Tucker, 
George  M.  Jones,  and  Samuel  B.  Folger. 

POST  ROUTE  IN  LOUISIANA. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution; which  was  adopted: 

Heaotved,  That  the  Comntittee  on  tlie  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads  b«  Instructed  to  inquire  into  the  (Expediency  of 
establishing  a  post  mule  from  Hnnma,  in  the  parinh  m' Ter- 
rebonne, to  Berwick's  bay,  in  the  pariah  of  St.  Mary's, 
Louisiana. 

COMMITTEE  ON  TERRITORIES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  the  Sen- 
ate took  up  for  consideration  the  resolution  in- 
troduced some  days  ago  by  the  Senator  from  Al- 
abama, [Mr.  Bacbt,]  and  which,  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  H.  had  been  laid  on  the  table,  proposing 
that  an  additional  standing  committee  of  five  shall 
be  appointed  by  the  Chair,  to  be  denominated  the 
"  Committee  on  Territories,"  to  take  charge  of 
all  territorial  business. 

Messrs.  HUNTINGTON,  WOODBRIDGE, 
and  EVANS,  opposed  the  adoption  of  the  reso- 
lution, as  being  entirely  unnecessary,  and  Mr, 
BAGBY  urged  the  propriety  of  its  adoption,  and 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  thereon. 

Mr.  EVANS  remarked  that  the  territorial  busi- 
ness had  been  as  well  attended  to  by  the  present 
standing  committees,  as  it  could  be  should  this 
additional  committee  be  adopted;  and  he  moved 
to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BAGBY  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
that  motion;  which  were  ordered;  and  the  ques- 
tion being  put,  the  motion  was  decided  in  the 
negative  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS  —  Menra.  Bamw,  Bates,  Berrien,  Choate,  Clay- 
ton, Crittenden,  Dayton,  Evans,  Poster,  Huntlnftnn,  Jar- 
nsfin,  Kini,  /Miller,  Moretaead,  Upham,  and  Wuodbridge 
—16. 

N.\Y8  —  Messrs.  Allen,  Atchison.  Alherton,  Basby, 
Benton,  Breese,  Colquitt,  Pairfleld,  Follon,  Hujer,  Jnlin- 
•on.  McDulBe,  Merricic,  Porter,  Sevier,  Sturienn,  Tall- 
inadge,  Tappan,  Walker,  White,  Woodbury,  and  Wri|bt 

Mr.  MERRICK  expressed  a  wish  that  the 
resolution  might  be  adopted,  as  there  was  a  Com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  suggested  that  the  resolution 
conferred  the  appointment  of  the  committee  on 
the  Chair.  It  should  be  made  to  conform  to  the 
usual  mode  of  appointment — b]r  ballot.  He  sug- 
gested such  a  modification;  which 

Mr.  BAGBY  accepted. 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BAGBY,  and  by  unanimous 
consent,  the  Chair  was  authorized  to  appoint  the 
committee. 

ADJOURNMENT  OP  CONGRESS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  thi  Senate  took 
up  for  consideration  the  joint  resolution  for  the 
adjournment  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  sine 
dit,  on  Monday  the  20th  day  of  May  next,  at 
noon. 

Mr.  EVANS  said  it  had  been  suggested  to  him 
that  (his  resolution  would  be  more  acceptable  if 
the  day  fixed  upon  for  adjournment  were  made 
somewhat  later.  He  was  anxious  himself  that  it 
should  be  as  early  as  possible,  but  was  willir?  to 
modify  the  resolution  so  as  lo  read,  insteaa  of 
«  Monday  the  20tb,"  '•  Monday  the  27th  day  of 
May." 

Mr.  MERRICK  observed  that  this  would  ren- 
der it  ne<!essary  for  Congress  to  be  in  session  on 
Sunday. 

Mr.  EVANS  said  this  had  never  occurred  but 
once     There  was  always,  at  the  close  of  the  ses- 


sion, a  great  press  of  business  before  both  Hoosn 
in  the  engrossment  of  bilU,  &c.;  ond  it  was  a 
great  convenience  to  members  to  have  a  day  of 
interval  and  rest  before  the  adjournment  took 
place. 

Mr.  SEVIER  did  not  know  exactly  how  he 
could  vote  upon  this  resolution.  He  was  rery 
anxious  to  get  home  as  soon  as  he  could;  but 
there  were  some  very  important  questions,  anil 
amongst  them  the  tariff  question,  yet  to  be  dis- 
posed of. 

The  resolution  was  modified  by  Mr.  EvaKS  so 
as  to  read,  Monday  the  27ih  day  of  May  next; 
and,  as  thus  modified,  was  adopted. 

THB^ COMPROMISE  ACT— THE  TARIPr. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  the  Senate  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  resolution  reported  from 
the  Finance  Committee  for  the  indefinite  post- 
ponement of  the  bill  introduced  by  Mr.  McDc?- 
riE  for  the  reduction' of  the  rate  of  duties  under 
the  present  tariff  lo  the  standard  of  the  compro- 
mise act. 

Mr.  BENTON.  Mr.  President,  our  Confed- 
eracy has  existed  above  fifty  years  under  oor 
present  form  of  government;  and  during  every 
year  of  that  time  we  have  had  tariff  laws  in 
operation,  but  with  very  different  effect  upon 
the  public  mind.  During  the  first  half  of  this 
time  there  was  universal  satisfaction  throughout 
the  Union  with  these  laws;  during  the  second 
half  of  it  they  have  given  great  discontent  to  one 
half  of  the  Union.  The  period  of  satisfaction 
began  wilh  the  beginning  of  the  Government,  in 
the  year  1789,  and  continued  down  to  the  end  of 
the  late  war  with  Great  Briuiin;  the  period  of 
discontent  began  in  the  year  1816,  and  coniiiraes 
to  the  present  day.  A. difference  so  great  in  ils 
effect  upon  the  public  mind,  implies  a  great  dif- 
ference in  the  character  of  these  laws  during  the 
two  periods,  and  naturally  throws  the  mind  back 
to  the  contemplation  of  this  difference,  and  lotlw 
consideration  of  the  causes  which  produced  it. 

The  implication  is  not  erroneous.  The  tariff 
laws  of  the  two  periods  are,  in  fact,  essentially 
different,  and  were  framed  with  diff<?rent  view*, 
and  constitute  opposite  systems.  TI.e  laws  of 
the  first  period  had  revenue  for  their  object,  sod 
the  protection  of  home  industry  for  their  inci- 
dent; the  laws  of  the  second  period  have  protec- 
tion for  their  object,  and  revenue  for  their  inei- 
dent.  And  the  provisions  of  the  acts  under  the 
two  systems  were  framed  accordingly;  moderate 
duties,  fairly  assessed  upon  actual  values  and  real 
quantities,  characterized  the  legislation  of  the 
first  period;  high  duties,  fictitious  valuations, and 
prohibitory  minimums  characterized  the  second. 

The  striking  difference  which  we  find  in  the 
legislation  of  the  iwo  periods  is,  fint,  in  the 
amount  of  the  duty  imposed ;  and,  letmdtf,  in  the 
mode  of  assessing  or  computing  iu  The  amount 
of  the  duty  is  vastly  increased  during  the  second 
period,  and  the  mode  of  its  compulation  is  arbi- 
trarily arranged  to  increase  that  amount.  Before 
the  war,  the  duties,  whether  specific  or  ai  valo- 
rem— whether  on  the  quantity  or  on  the  vsloe^_ 
were  moderate  in  amount,  and  fairly  assessed  on' 
the  actual  value,  or  actual  quantity;  since  the  war 
the  duties  have  often  been  exorbitant  in  amoaal, 
and  then  made  more  exorbitant  in  the  collection, 
by  calculating  them,  in  some  instances,  on  the 
arbitrary  a^umption  of  a  fictitious  minimum  vaK 
nation. 

The  cause  of  this  difference. in  the  character  of 
our  tariff  laws  is  found  in  the  fact  mentioned  by 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina^  [Mr.  McDrr- 
riE.J  Politicians  and  capitalists  have  seized  niwa 
the  subject.and  worked  it  for  their  own  purpose — 
the  former  for  political  advancement— the  hner 
for  pecuniary  profit.  The  uriff  has  becon*  a 
question  of  politics  and  money — of  partisan  pol- 
itics and  sectional  enrichment;  and  tne  result  ha* 
been  to  fill  the  Union  with  the  agitatiop  and  dis- 
content which  has  afilicted  it  for  twenty 'fire  yean- 

The  harmony  of  thi*  Union,  Mr.  PresideBt,i* 
something.  It  is  a  great  and  desirable  object,iS 
pleasant  to  contemplate  as  it  is  useful  toeajof. 
Who  is  there  among  us  old  enough  to  reaiemie' 
it,  who  does  not  recollect  the  harmonious  dajt, 
so  far  as  the  tariff  was  concerned,  which  wees- 
joyed  during  the  first  twenty-five  years  of  oar 
national  existence,  when  nobody  knew  we  ht^  a 
tariff  but  those  who  read  the  atatutes )  'Wlw  • 
there  old  enough  to  remember  it,  who  doe*  sot 
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regret  the  In'ss  of  the  times  when  the  word  tariff* 
was  never  pronounced,  and  when,  in  respect  to 
these  laws,  the  mnssofour  population  was  in  the 
happy  condition  of  Molieres  country  gentleman, 
who  had  talked  prose  all  his  Iif«  wilHoiil  know- 
ing it?  I,  for  one,.remembcr  those  times, and  wish 
to  return  to  them.  I  wish  to  return  to  the  harmony 
and  tranquillity,  with  respect  to  the  tariff,  which 
prevailed  among  us  during  the  first  half  of  our 
national  existence;  and,  with  that  view,  have 
been  carefully  studying  the  legislation  of  that  pe- 
riod for  the  purpose  of  seeing  what  there  was  in 
it,  if  anything,  to  prevent  our  returning  to  it,  and 
enjoying  again  the  tranquillity  which  it  then  pro- 
duced. 1  have  studied  that  legislation,  and  studied 
it  in  all  candor,  with  this  view;  and  I  am  free  to 
say  that  I  sec  nodifliculty  in  returning,  not  to  the 
letter,  but  to  the  object  and  structure  of  these 
good  old  laws,  and  drawing  from  them  again  the 
same  happy  consequence  which  they  formerly 
shed  upon  the  Union. 

1  take  ii  for  certain  that  the  act  now  in  force  is 
not  to  stand ;  that  either  at  the  present  session,  or 
after  another  general  election,  it  will  be  essen- 
tyilly  changed.  It  was  not  passed  as  a  permanent 
act.    Several  of  those  who  voted  for  it,  and  with- 
out whose  voles  it  could  not  have  passed ,  declared 
at  the  time  that  they  took  it  as  a  temporary  meas- 
'    ure — as  a  measure  which  they  disliked,  but  which 
they  accepted  for  the  time  from  motives  of  expe- 
diency.    [Here  Mr.  Wright,  to  whom  Mr.  B. 
looked,  nodded  assent.]     1  voted  against  it,  and 
with  the  full  conviction  that  I  should  soon  vote 
uponita^ain,andunderbeiterauspices.  Whether  ; 
the  auspicious  time  for  this  voting  has  arrived,  { 
I  do  not  undertake  to  decide.    Certainly,  the  I 
auspices  are  not  all  in  our  favor.    The  session  of  I 
Congress  before  the  holding  of  a  presidential  ' 
election  is  not  the  fa vni%ble session  for  Jbeneficial  I 
legislation.    A  President  without  a  party,  two  ' 
parties  without  a  President — the  Senate  one  way,  | 
the  House  of  Representatives  another  way — the  | 
President  free  trade,  and  theCnbinet  mixed;  these  I 
elements,  taken  all  together,  compose  a  very  het-  | 
erogencous  mixture,  and  pn^sentan  aspect  not  at 
all  favorable  to  the  enactment  of  wholesome  lows, 
or  the  application  of  healing  remedies  to  the  dis- 
orders of  the  State.    I  even  doubt  whether  a  cool 
discretion  would  recommend  any  attempt  to  settle 
the  tariflf  question  at  this  session.     I  spPak  of 
settle  in  contradistinction  to  discuss.   I  belicvein 
the  virtue  of  discussion — temperate,  enlightened 
discussion — directed  to  the  intelligence,  and  to 
the  moral  sense  of  the  community;  and,  in  that 
point  of  view,  1  am  of  opinion  that  thcSenator  from 
South  Carolina  [Mr.  McDornt]  haa  done  well 
to  bring  on  the  present  debate;  but  discussion  is 
one  thing,  and  settling  the  question. is  another.  I 
do  not  think  that  the  present  is  the  time  to  settle 
the  question.   Besides  our  discordant  and  hetero- 
geneous condition,  so  unfavorable  to  harmonious 
action ;  besides  the  danger  of  miscarriage  from 
this  source,  there  is  another  tribunal  which  has 
jurisdiction  of  the  subject,  and  is  now  occupied 
lyith  it,  and  whose  decision  will  be  paramount  to 
ours.     The  questio;i  itself  is  now  on  trial  before 
the  ^reat  areopagus  of  the  pec)ple,and  roust  have 
its  solution  from  that  tribunal  before  we  meet 
again.     The  presidential  election  involves  the  fate 
of  the  tariff,  and  to  that  fate  a  future  Congress 
will  have  to  conform,  be  our  action  now  what  it 
may.     Now,  as  in  the  ysar  1832,  the  fate  .of  the 
high  tariff  is  staked  in  the  person  of  its  eminent 
champion — its  candidate  for  the  Presidency  of 
the  United  States.    That  champion  was  defeated 
then,  and  his  system  with  him;  and  he  may  be 
defeated  again.   If  be  shall  be,  we  shall  settle  the 
question  with  more  harmony  and  equity,  and 
with  a  better  chance  for  stability  than  at  the  pres- 
ent time:  if  not,  all  that  we  may  do  now  may 
soon  be  reversed.    Seeing  this,  and  that  all  we 
do  now,  if  we  do  anything,  roust  be  imperfect 
and  provisional,  I  very  much  doubt  the  policy  of 
attempting  to  settle  the  tarifl'question  at  the  pres- 
ent session.    1  am  in  favor  of  discussion,  but 
doubt  the  practicability,  at  this  time,  of  judicious 
and  stable  legislation.    This  is  my  opinion;  but 
others  think  otherwise, and  I  yield  to  their  wishes. 
Discordant  as  all  the  departments  of  the  Govern- 
ment now  are,  and  on  the  eve,  as  we  are,  of  a 
presidential  election,  I  expect  nothing  perfect 
from  our  attempts  at  legislation  on  this  subject. 
On  the  other  hand,  miscarriage  and  defeat,  under 
such  circumstances,  will  iiMpire  me  with  no  de- 


I  spair.  I  look  forward  to  the  next  Congress  to 
settle  this  question — to  settle  it  according,  to  the 
will  of  the  people — and,  accordingly,  to  settle  it 
with  some  chance  for  that  durability  and  perma- 
nency which  is  so  essential  to  the  successful  pros- 
ecution of  every  branch  of  business. 

The  question  is  then  presented:  Shall  we  pro- 
ceed to  remodel  the  tariff  act  of  1842.'  I  answer, 
yes! — saving  to  the  House  of  Representatives  its 
constitutional  right  over  the  initiation  of  revenue 
bills.  I  do  not  argue  that  question.  I  neither 
argue  it,  nor  conceal  my  opinion  upon  it.  I  deem 
it  sufficient,  on  the  present  occasion,  to  say  that, 
in  all  cases  of  doubtful  jurisdiction  between  the 
two  Houses,  my  rule  is  to  solve  the  doubt  in  favor 
of  the  House  which,  by  the  Constitution,  is 
i  charged  with  the  general  subject.  Taxation  and 
ii  representation  go  together.  The  burdens  of  the 
people  and  the  representation  of  the  people  are  put 
together.  The  inimediuie  and  full  representation 
of  the  people  is  in  the  House  of  Representatives, 
and  to  that  House  the  Constitution  has  confided 
the  origination  of  all  bills  fur  raising  revenue.  Is 
the  bill  which  is  now  before  us  a  bill  for  r/tising 
revenue:  I  think  it  is.  At  all  events,  it  is  a  ques- 
tion of  doubt;  Olid  in  that  case,  I  defer  to  the  ju- 
risdiction of  the  House. which  is  charged  with  the 
general  subject. 

The  proposition  before  us  is,  in  terms,  to  re- 
store the  compromise  act  of  1833;  but  in  sub- 
stance to  substitute  revenue  duties  for  protective 
duties.  The  author  of  the  proposition  [Mr.  Mc- 
Duffie]  has  spokep  his  sentiments  upon  it;  and, 
from  the  tenor  of  all  that  he  has  said,  I  compre- 
hend that  he  goes  for  revenue  duties,  without  re- 
gard to  their  form;  that  be  is  not  wedded  to  the 
horizontal  line,  the  uniform  ad  valorem  of  twenty 
per  centum  upon  all  articles,  without  regard  to 
their  character;  but  that  he  admits  of  discrimin- 
ating duties,  and  of  different  rates  of  duty,  accord- 
ing to  the  nature  of  the  article.  [Mr.  McDorriE 
nodded  assent.] 

This  being  the  case,  I  flatter  myself  that  we 
shall  be  of  accord  with  respect  to  tiie  remedy  as 
well  as  in  regard  to  the  evil.*  I  was  not  in  favor 
of  the  compromise  act  when  it  passed;  I  am  not 
in  favor  of  attempting  to  revive  it.  It  presents 
an  issue  which  is  wrong  in  itself,  and  upon  which 
we  cannot  go  to  trial — that  of  one  uniform  rate 
of  duty  upon  all  articles  without  regard  to  their 
nature  o*r  character.  I  am  for  discriminating  be- 
tween articles  of  luxury  and  necessity,  and  for 
making  luxuries  pay  highest.  I  am  for  discrim- 
inating between  articles  made  at  home,  and  not 
made  at  home;  end  placing  the  highest  revenue 
duty  upon  the  foreign  rivals  of  our  own  produc- 
tions. In  a  word,  1  am  for  going  back  to  our  old 
legislation  on  this  subject — to  the  system  before 
the  war;  not  to  the  precise  terms  of  any  one  of  the 
acts,  but  to  the  principles  and  structure,  the  ob- 
jects and  the  incidents  of  the  whole.  They  were 
all  modeled  upon  the  same  plan.  All  took  reve- 
nue for  their  object;  all  admitted  incidental  pro- 
tection; all  discriminated  between  luxuries  and 
necessaries;  and  none  of  them  admitted  false  as- 
sumptionsofvalueby  minimum  valuations.  They 
were  all  equally  free  from  the  abuse  of  minimum 
valuations  on  one  hand,  and  the  arbitrary  level- 
ing of  the  horizontal  principle  on  the  other.  I 
am  for  returning  to  this  system,  with  the  single 
limitation  that  no  duty,  whether  specific  or  ad  va- 
lorem, shall  exceed  a  maximum  of  thirty  or  thir- 
ty-three and  one  third  per  centum.  In  returning 
to  this  ground,  or  rather  in  remaining  upon  it, 
(for  it  has  always  been  my  doctrine,)!  find  my- 
self standing  upon  the  ground  of  the  first  twenty- 
five  years'  action  of  our  Government,  and  sus- 
tained by  the  sanction  of  the  highest  free-trade 
authorities  which  the  tarifT  discussions  have 
brought  to  light.  1  allude  to  the  South  Carolina 
legislative  report  of  December,  1828;.  to  the  Phil- 
adelphia free-trade  convention  address  of  1831, 
and  to  the  Virginia  Democratic  convention  ad- 
dress of  1839.  Each  of  these  high  authorities, 
and  at  the  recent  dates  mentioned,  and  in  their 
extremest  opposition  to  protective  tariffs,  admit- 
ting the  principle  and  the  policy  of  discriminating 
duties,  and  of  incidental  protection.  Here  is  what 
each  of  them  has  said,  and  first  of  South  Caro- 
lina. The  report  of  her  legislative  committee, 
remonstrating  against  the  tariff"  act  of-1828,  says: 

"  Every  iiutance  which  baa  been  cited,  may  be  fairly  re- 
ferred to  the  legitimate  power  of  Congress  to  impose  duties 
on  imports  for  revenue.    It  is  a  neceEnary  incUetU  of  sucb 


duties  to  act  as  an  encniimgcmcnt  tn  msniifacnires,  when- 
ever imiKMed  on  nrticlni  wliici)  oiay  be  manul'acturcd  in  our 
own  country.  In  lltiiFiTieidenlat  uiaiinor.  Congreui  has  Uic 
power  of  eucouragiiig  inaiiuracturei);  hiid  the  cnininitteo 
readily  concede  lh:ll.  in  the  pns.s.i<te  of  nn.iinpn$t  biil,  that 
body  may,  in  mottifyins  the  details,  so  arranse  the  provl- 
sionrt  of  the  bill,  as  thr  as  it  niny  be  done  consistently  Willi 
iLH  proper  object,  and  to  aid  inaniilaclures.  To  tiiis  extent 
j  Congress  may  conptttutmnally  go,  and  has  gone  from  tho 
conuneiiceinent  of  the  Government;  wliicli  will  fully  ex- 
plain tlie  precedents  cited  from  the  early  stages  of  iu  upttr- 
iilion."' 

The  free-trade  conventittn  says; 

*' Tliej»  admit  the  power  of  Congress  to  lay  and  collect 
such  duties  as  they  may  deem  neeessary  for  the  purposes 
of  revenue;  and,  witjiin  these  limits,  so  b»  arrange  thewt 
duties  us,  ineideulaUify  and  to  that  extciUt  to  give  proteciwn  - 
to  the  manufacturer. "f 

The  Virginia  convention  says: 

*'  It  may  hnpf>en,  if  a  wise  policy  prevails,  that  oar  man- 
ufacturing hretliren  of  the  North  and  West  will  be  content 
wiUi  I'uch  iiifulentat  protection  as  will  be  iiflbrded  by  duUos 
laid  to  supply  tlie  constitutional  wants  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Vt 

This  is  what  was  said  by  these  eminent  free- 
trade  authorities  on  these  recent  occasions;  and 
I  shall  not  pretend  to  comment  upon  their  ad- 
missions. They  arc  explicit  upon  the  grounds 
of  discrimination  and  incidental  protection.  They 
quote,  and  admit  by  name,  the  system  of  our 
tariff*  legislation  before  the  late  war — that  system 
under  which  the  country  was  so  Inng  tranquil 
and  happy,  and  to  which  I  am  now  for  returning. 
They  admit,  by  name,  discrimination  for  protec- 
tion. The  compromise  act  did  the  same  in  effect. 
The  raising  the  duties  on  coarse  woolens  and 
common  blankets,  by  that  act,  from  five  per  cent, 
to  fifty  per  cenu,  to  come  down  in  nine  years  to 
twenty  per  cent.,  was  for  protection  during  that- 
time.  Home  valuations  and  cash  duties  were  to 
aid  manufacturers.  A  long  list  of  free  articles, 
used  by  manufacturers,  wa,s  for  the  same  object. 
Protection  was  granteit  by  the  act;  and  the  dec- 
laration against  it,  and  in  favor  of  revenue  duties 
only,  was  a  direction  for  future  legislation,  and 
did  not  prevent  the  compromise  itself  from  grant- 
in"  protection. 

1  am  fur  returning  to  the  old  legislation;  not 
that  I  would  copy  any  one  statute  in  particular, 
H)ut  would  conform  to  the  plan  and  object  of  the 
whole.  These  statutes  admitted  of  duties  of  va- 
rious degrees,  but  all  of  them  moderate  in  amount, 
and  strictly  calculated  for  revenue  purposes.  They 
admitted  of  duties  on  the  quantity  (specific)  as 
well  as  on  the  value,  (ad  valorem;)  and  when  on 
the  value  they  admitted  of  no  minimuros  to  falsify 
the  real  value  and  to  augroent  the  duty.  They 
admitted  of  discriminations  between  articles  of 
luxury  and  articles  of  necessity,  and  very  prop- 
erly made  the  former  pay  highest,  while  n^iny 
of  the  latter  were  free;  as  salt,  in  the  time  of  Mr. 
Jefferson,  or  at  the  low  rate  of  five  per  centum; 
as  coarse  woolens  and  common  blankets  and  other 
articles  used  by  the  laboring  community.  The 
specific  duties,  under  these  statutes,  rarely  ex- 
ceeded a  fourth  or  a  third  of  the  value;  the  ad 
valoretm  ranged  from  five  to  fifkeen,  with  a  tem- 
porary addition  of  two  and  a  half  per  centum  to 
equip  some  small  vessels  to  protect  the  Mediter- 
ranean commerce  from  the  depredations  of  the 
Barbary  Powers.  To  this  system  of  duties,  and 
this  mode  of  levying  them,  1  am  in  favor  of  re- 
turning, with  the  single  qualification  that,  in  no 
case,  shall  any  duty ,  either  specific  or  ad  valorem, 
exceed  one  third  of  the  value — thirty-three  and  a 
third  per  centum;  and  with  the  full  belief  that  the 
average  of  the  whole  will  not  be  equal  to  the  uni- 
form twenty  per  centum  of  the  compromise  act. 
To  the  consumer  this  maximum  and  this  average 
should  be  satisfactory;  to  the  manufacturers  it 
will  be  great  and  ample  protection.  To  him  it 
should  be  also  satisfactory.  He  will  get  the  ben- 
efit of  the  highest  duly;  for  it  coifles  within  the 
principle  of  the  old  system  to  put  the  highest  duties 
upon  the  foreign  rivals  of  our  own  productions, 
as  well  as  upon  luxuries;  he  will  get  the  benefit 

*  Messrs.  Gregg,  Wardlow,  Legare,  Preston,  A.  P.  Bayne, 
Elliott,  and  Harnwell  Smith,  the  committee.  • 

t  Two  hundred  and  fil\y  dele^tes  present,  of  wliich  fftty- 
oiie  from  Virginia,  sixteen  from  North  Carolina,  forty-one 
from  Soutli  Carolina,  six  from  Georgia,  eleven  from  Ala- 
bama,one  from  Mississippi, iwofrom Maryland, fifteen  from 
Pennsylvania,  twenty-one  from  New  York,  one  from  Rhode 
Island,  two  from  Connecticut,  eighteen  from  Masskcbu-' 
setts,  one  from  Maine. 

t  St.  George  Tucker,  president  of  the  convention ;  Messrs. 
Brockenbrnugh,  Randolph,  Uarrison,  Young,  .Noibooac, 
I  Nichohu,  Dromgoole,  and  Opie,  secreuuies. 
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of  this  duty,  which  will  g:ive  him  fifty  percentum 
protection.  Isayiifty:  for  thirty  per  centum  duty 
la  fifty  per  centum  protection! — the  expenses  of 
importation  ^seven  and  a  half  per  cent.)  and  the 
importing  merchant's  profit  (twelve  and  a  half 
per  cent.)  going  into  the  price  of  the  goods  as 
well  as  the  duty,  and  being  just  as  eiTectual  for 
protection  as  if  inserted  in  tfie  law.  This,  with 
the  cardinal  consideration  of  stability,  should  be 
satisfactory  to  the  manufacturers. 

This  is  our  issue — the  bid  system  against  the 
new;  and  upon  this  issue  we  can  safely  ga  to  trial 
before  the  country.  For  it  is  not  sufficient  to 
have  a  good  cause,  and  good  arguments;  you 
must  bare  the  right  issues,  or  you  may  be  de- 
feated in  spite  of  your  good  cause  and  good  ar- 
guments. The  compromise  is  not  the  right  issue 
or  the  safe  one.  In  leveling  all  duties  to  one 
uniform  line — in  disregarding  the  distinction  be- 
tween luxuries  and  necessaries,  and  between  ar- 
ticles made  or  not  made  at  home — in  doing  this, 
it  disregards  a  distinction  founded  in  the  nature 
of  things — a  distinction  maintained  in  all  previ- 
ous legislation — admitted  most  recently  by  the 
extremest  free-trade  authorities — and  too  accord- 
ant with  the  sympathies  of  mankind  to  be  oblit- 
erated by  statute.  We  cannot  make  the  issue 
upon  that  act,  but  upon  the  old  system  of  revenue 
duties  and  incidental  protection,  with  discrimina- 
tion between  luxuries  and  necessaries,  and  be- 
tween articles  made  or  not  made  at  home.  We 
are  not  to  make  war  upon  manufactures;  we  do 
not  do  it.  They  were  once  as  popular  in  the 
South  as  in  the  North,  and  may  become  so  again. 
The  abuses  of  the  high-protective  system  have 
destroyed  their  old  popularity  in  the  South ;  erad- 
icate the  abuse,  and  they  will  again  be  popular 
in  every  part  of  the  Union.  Manufactures  are 
among,  not  only  the  useful  and  ornamental,  but 
the  noblest  arts  of  the  country.  Every  states- 
man will  cheerish  them,  and  honor  the  skill  and 
industry  which  perfects  them,  if  left  free  to  follow 
bis  own  inclinations.  Abuse  only — tbe^ conduct 
of  politicians  and  millionary  capitalists — have 
made  them  enemies.  Separate  the  real  manufac- 
turers from  these  two  classes — be  content  with 
ample  incidental  protection — and  universal  good^ 
will  will  again  attend  them,  greatly  enlarging  the 
extent  of  their  market,  and  the  list  of  their  cus- 
tomers. 

This  is  our  issue — the  old  system  against  the 
new.  And  what  can  be  the  objection  to  return- 
ing to  the  old  one.'  None  that  cannot  be  in- 
stantly and  satisfactorily  answered.  1  undertake 
to  say  that,  under  the  old  system,  every  interest 
connected  with  the  imposition  of  duties  was  on  a 
better  footing  than  under  the  new — that  agricul- 
ture, commerce,  and  the  revenue  from  cueioms, 
were  all  larger  in  proportion  to  our  population, 
and  more  free  from  fluctuations;  that  manufac- 
tures themselves  were  advancing  faster  than  any 
other  interest,  and  faster  than  they  had  ever  ad- 
vanced in  any  other  country  in  the  world;  and 
that  the  whole  country,  so  far  as  the  tariff  was 
concerned,  was  happy  and'tranquil;  and'contin- 
tied  so  until  ambitious  politicians  and  millionary 
capitalists  seized  upon  the  subject  for  their  own 
selfish  purposes.  These,  Mr.  President,  are  bold 
assertions,  but  not  more  bold  than  true,  and  as 
easily  proved  as  uttered.  1  have  the  proof  in  hand; 
and  as  I  love  to  deal  in  proof  when  I  have  it,  I 
shall  proceed  immediately  to  the  work. 

1.  The  revenue  from  customs. 

My  assertion  is,  that  the  income  from  customs 
was  larger,  population  considered,  and  more  free 
from  fluctuation,  under  the  low-duty  system  be- 
fore the  war,  than  under  the  high  duty  since.  In 
maintaining  this  assertion,  I  take  the  time  of  the 
first  period  from  1789,  when  this  Government 
first  went  into  operation,. to  the  year  1806,  when 
the  British  orders  in  council  and  the  decrees  of 
the  French  Emperor  and  our  own  embargo  broke 
up  our  commerce,  and  deranged  or  destroyed  our 
income  from  that  source.  I  leave  out  the  period 
of  the  embargo  and  of  the  war  with  Great  Brit- 
ain, as  belonging  to  neither  system.  I  take  from 
1790  to  1608:  and  what  was  our  income  from 
customs  duringthat  time?  It  was  from  94,500,000 
to  near  ^16,500,000.  And  what  was  our  popula- 
tion during  the  same  time?  From  four  to  seven 
■  miHions.  The  revenue,  then,  commenced  at  the 
rate  of  about  91,000,000  to  one  million  people, 
and  rose  gradually  to  near  |2,500,000  to  one  mil- 
lion people.    So  much  for  the  first  period;  now 


for  the  second.  Beginning  with  the  year  1817, 
which  was  the  first  under  the  operation  of  the  new 
system,  and  the  revenue,  commencing  at  926,000,- 
000,  fell  as  low  as  $10,000,000;  rose  as;ain  as  high 
as  930,000,000;  fell  asain  as  low  as  $12,000,000, 
$13,000,000,  and  $14,000,000,  and  for  the  last 
year  was  about  917,500,000.  Our  population  at 
the  same  time  was  from  nine  to  eighteen  millions; 
so  that,  at  the  best,  the  product  of  the  high  duties 
never  rose  higher  than  $2,500,000  to  one  million 
people,  often  fell  as  low  as  $750,000  for  a  million 
people,  and  is  now  at'  the  rale  of  $1,000,000  for  ' 
a  million  !  In  other  words,  that  the  rate  of  product 
is  exactly  the  same  now,  when  duties  average 
more  than  fifty  per  cent.,  that  it  was  in  the  first 
year  of  Washington's  lime,  when  the  average 
was  one  fourth  of  that  sum  !  and  twice  and  a  half 
less  than  it  was  in  the  last  year  of  Mr.  Jefferson, 
when  the  average  of  duties  wos  not  a  third  of 
what  it  is  now.  And  here  let  it  be  remembered 
that  the  wars  of  the  French  revolution  had  noth- 
ing to  do  with  our  revenue.  They  increased  im- 
portations, but  not  consumption.  Duties  were 
only  paid  on  what  remained  in  the  country  for 
consuYnption;  the  large  amounts  reexported  paid 
nothing. 

I  have  prepared  tables,  Mr.  President,  of  the 
annual  income  from  customs,  with  a  note  of  the 
population,  during  each  period  into  which  I  have 
divided  our  financial  history.  These  tables  will 
illustrate  my  positions  in  detail,  and  more  fully 
and  completely  than  can  be  done  in  general  state- 
ments. Tbey  will  enable  every  Senator,  and 
every  individual  who  sees  them,  to  make  the 
comparison  for  himself,  and  will  sustain  to  the 
uttermost  all  that  I  have  said  of  the  superior  pro- 
ductiveness of  low  duties  over  high.  These  are 
the  tables: 

lira  taUe,  low-recntM  i<iiut,/rom  1791  lo  1808. 
Ttan.  Population,     tneome, 

1791 4,UOO,000     94,309,473 

I7K .  3,443,071) 

1793 4,2iS.30« 

1794 4,801,06o 

1795 -  5,588,461 

1796 t 6,567,987 

1797 7>t9,640 

1798 -  7,106,061 

1799 -  6.610,449 

1800 SJOO,000        9,080,9^ 

1801 10,730,778 

1809 12,4.18,2:)5 

1803 -  10,479.417 

1804 11,098,505 

1805 -  12,936.487 

1806 -  16,667,698 

1807 -  15,845.523 

1808 7,000,000      16,363,550 

SecondtMe^hitk-protecHve  diitia,fnm  18l7ta  1843. 
Ttan.  Population.     Income, 

1817 9,000,000    $96,283,348 

1818 -  17,176.385 

1819 •■  20,283.608 

1820 9,638,000  15.005,612 

1821 13.004.447 

1822 -  17,509,761 

1833 19,068.433 

1824-..'. -  17.878.325 

1825 -  20.098.713 

1826 23,341,331 

1827 19,712,283 

1828 93,20j.o23 

1829 -  22,681,965 

1830 19,866,000  91,922,391 

1831 -  34,224,441 

1832 28,405.237 

1833 -  21,488,753 

1831 14.797,782 

1835 13,458.111 

1836 91,552.279 

18.17 96,325.839 

18.18 -  13,315,129 

1839 .• -  15.372,238 

1840 17,000,000  20,560,4.19 

1841 10,159.339 

1842 -  15,739.173 

1843 18,500,000  17,500  000 

These,  Mr.  President,  are  the  tables  of  the  in- 
come under  the  two  systems;  and  now  let  us  ex- 
amine them,  and  compare  them  together.  Look 
first  upon  this  picture,  and  then  upon  that!  See 
the  annual  income  from  1791  to  1808;  see  the 
largeness  of  the  amount  for  the  smallness  of  the 
population,  the  freedom  from  fluctuation,  and  the 
steadiness  of  the  increase.  Beginning  at  four  and 
one  third  million,risinggradually,  never  varying 
more  than  a  million  in  a  year,  and  attaining  in 
seventeen  years  the  extraordinary  amount  of  near 
seventeen  million  dollars,  and  that  for  only  seven 
million  people.  Now  look  upon  the  other  picture. 
Beginningin  the  year  1817,withS26,250,000,itfulls 
the  very  next  year  to  |17 ,000,000 !  and  the  year 


after  rises  to  930,350,000 !  tumbles  down  the  next 
year  to  915,000,000 !  and  the  year  after  tumbles 
again  lo  $13,000,000 !  being  an  actual  fluctuation 
of  913,000,000  out  of  ^,000,000  in  five  years! 
All  the*  rest  of  the  period  is  about  in  the  same 
proportion.  Twice  in  twenty  jears  the  income 
got  up  as  high  as  it  was  in  1817;  twice  again  it  fell 
to  $17,000,000;  twice  to  915,000^000;  twice  to 
$13,000,000;  once  to  $10,000,000;  and  is  now  at 
$17,500,000, which  is  near  ten  million  less  than  it 
was  in  the  year  1808!  This  is  bad  enough;  but 
to  show  off  this  period  in  proper  contrast,  a  third 
table  is  necessary — a  table  showing  at  one  view 
the  actual  income  received,  and  the  amount  that 
ought  to  have  been  received  during  the  same  pe- 
riod, according  to  the  increase  of  pop'blatioo,  and 
according  to  the  rate  of  the  income  during  Mr. 
Jefferson's  administration.  This  third  table  bos 
been  prepared,  and  here  it  is: 

Third JablOt  ehowing  vhat  ou^kt  to  have  been  reeeitei  from 
cuttoma  under  the  protective  wifttem  to  hate  keen  e^uai  to 
the  receipt  under  the  revcwue  eytli 

Tent. 


Population. 

1817 9,000,000 

1818 

1819 

1890 9,638,000 

1821 

1823 

1823 

1824 

1825 11,000,009 

1826 

1827 


.Actual  receipt*. 

936,283,348 
17.176,385 
90,383.606 
15,005.613 
13,004,447 
17,559,761 
19,088,433 
17,878,^5 
30,008,713' 
23,341,331 
19,712,983 
83.305.523 
92.681,965 
31,923,391 
34.i£34,44t 
28,405,237 
91.488.75.1 
I4.797,7f<9 
.  13,458,111 
•  9I.5.J2.973 
96.325,839 
]3,31.SI39 
15.373.238 
20,660,439 
10.laS.339 
15,789,173 
17,500,000 


ShouUhate 

been. 
«23,500,00t 

94,000,OM 
95,000JN( 


97,000,9W 


31,S0«,0N 


37,an,m 


42JO0  00O 
43,000,000 

4e,3»,OI« 


1829 

1830 19,866,000 

1831 

1833 

1833 

1834 

isa'i 15,000,000 

1636 

1837 

1838 

1839 

1840 17,000,000 

1841 

1849 

1843 18,500,000 

According  to  this  table,  Mr.  President,  which 
I  have  made  out  with  great  care,  it  will  be  seen 
that,  in  1817,  when  bur  population  was  nine  miJ- 
lions,  the  income  was  ^6,350,000  instead  of 
$22,500,000,  which  it  should  have  been;  that  in 

1820  it  was  $15,000,000  instead  of  $24,000,000; io 

1821  it  was  $13,000,000  instead  of  $35,000,000;  in 
1835,  instead  of$27,000,000it  was92O,000,0U0;ia 
1830  it  was  $22,000,000  instead  of  |37,000,0(l0;ia 
1835  we  had  $13,500,000  instead  of  $37,500,000; 
being  just  one  half  of  the  product  of  1817!  In 
1840,  we  had  $20 ,500,000  instead  of  943,500,000; 
in  ]84t  it  was  910,000,000  instead  of  943,000,UOO; 
and  in  1843,  with  a  population  of  eighteen  mil- 
lion five  hundred  thousand,  we  wound  up  wiib 
$17,500,000  instead  of  946,500,000! 

These  tables  speak  a  language  which  cannot 
be  misunderstood,  and  they  place  in  the  strongest 
contrast  the  working  of  the  two  systems  during 
the  two  periods:  the,beauty  and  advantages  of 
one,  and  the  deformities  oC  the  other,  siandiitg 
out  in  the  boldest  relief.  In  the  first  period, 
amplitude  of  amount,  steadiness  of  the  product, 
and  regularity  of  the  increase,  strike  every  be- 
holder. In  the  second  period,  all  this  is  reversed; 
confusion  and  madness  seem  to  reign  in  our 
Treasury.  Sometimes^  millions  too  much — thto 
not  half  enough.  Some'times  surpluses  to  bedii- 
tribuled — then  deficits  to  be  supplied.  Giving 
away  one  day — begging  or  borrowing  the  nexu 
Always  a  feast,  ox  a  famine — never  the  right 
thing.  Our  poor  Treasury  become  a  bollooD— 
sometimes  soaring  above  the  cloud — then  drag- 
ging in  the  mud — now  bursting  with  distensioa 
— now  collapsing  from  depletion. 

The  miseries  of  the  high-duty  system  we  hsf* 
all  seen  and  felt,  and  now  see  and  feel,  in  the  de- 
plorable condition  of  our  finances,  a  debt  of  nctr 
thirty  millions  created,  loans  to  defray  currtat 
expenses,  four  times  a  resort  to  Treasury  Doles, 
and  now  an  illegal  and  fraudulent  issue  of  aps- 
per-money  currency.  Compared  to  the  tenoiat* 
tion  of  the  low-duty  system  at  the  end  of  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson's administration,  and  how  docs  it  sian4r 
As  confusion,  misery,  and  deformity,  stand  l» 
order,  beauty,  and  happiness.  Mr.  JefiiBriOBi 
administration  required  an  expenditure  nearly 
equal,  and,  population  considered,  more  tlisa 
double  what  we  require  now;  and  the  eusloiii 
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produced  all  that  wai  wanted,  and  to  spare;  for 
the  landi  produced  but  little.  The  interest  and 
principal  of  the  debt  of  the  Revolution  were  then 
to  be  paid;  the  interest  of  the  Louisiana  pur- 
chase had  to  be  met,  awarwith  the  Barbarjr  Pow- 
ers bad  to  be  kept  up;  a  miliuu'y  peace  establish- 
ment, laieer  than  tne  present  in  propartion  to 
our  population,  was  kept  up;  and  tne  revenue  for 
all  this  ezpenditore,  amounting  to  seventeen  or 
eighteen  million  dollars,  came  from  the  customs, 
with  a  population  of  only  seven  millions,  leaving 
every  year  a  real  surplus  in  the  Treasury.  But 
letMr.  Jefferson  himself  present  this  picture.  He 

Presented  it  to  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  in 
is  last  annual  message;  and  never  was  a  time 
more  fit  to  lAok  at  it  again  than  the  present.  He 
said: 

"It  it  ueenained  that  (he  leeeipu  have  amqanted  lo  near 
$ie,000,Oua,  whiek,  with  Iba  (8,300,000  in  il>e  Treaiury  at 
tlie  bogiiiDing  nf  the  year,  have  enabled  n«,  after  meeting 
llie  current  demands  and  intereflt  incuived,  to  pay  the  aum 
of  4^,300,000  of  tbe  principal  o(  our  funded  debt,  and  left 
w  In  tbe  Treaaarf, on  Ibai day, near «l4,Uua.0UU.  Of  iheae, 
#5,350,000  will  be  neceaaary  to  pay  wbai  will  be  due  on  tlie 
lat  day  of  January  next,  wbich  will  complete  the  reimburse- 
meot  of  tbe  eight  per  cent,  alock.  TtieM  paymenta,  wltli 
ttaoae  made  in  tbe  ail  yeara  and  a  half  preceding,  will  have 
eitlngnisbed  #33,580,000  of  tbe  principal  of  tbe  funded  debt; 
betnc  Ibe  wbole  wbicb  could  be  paid  or  purcliused  within 
tbalmilaof  thelaw  andof  ourcontmcis;  and  the  amount 
of  principal  thus  discharged  will  have  liberated  tbe  revenue 
from  about  93,000,000  of  intereal,  and  added  tbat  sum  aii- 
Boally  to  tbe  disposable  surplus." 

Such,  Mr.  President,  wa«  the  working  of  the 
low-duty  system — ample  and  steady  revenue,  no 
loans,  no  taxes,  no  paper  money,  133,500,000  of 
public  debt  paid  in  eignt  years,  and  a  surplus  of 
f  14,000,000  left  in  the  Treasury— the  result  not 
of  lands  exchanged  for  paper,  but  the  regular  re- 
sult of  steady  revenue,  strict  economy,  and  hard 
money.  How  different  from  the  state  of  things 
under  the  high  duties  of  the  present  day !  Instead 
of  paying  above  (30,000,000  of  public  debt  in 
eight  years,  we  have  created  near  $30,000,000  in 
four  years;  instead  of  a  surplus  in  the  Treasury, 
there  is  a  deficit;  loans  and  taxes  are  the  order  of 
the  day;  and,  to  emwn  all,  we  have  an  illegal  and 
frandulent  issue  of  Federaipaper-money  currency, 
issued  by  executive  power,  and  sustained  by 
bank  alliances.  Such  is  the  difference  between 
the  working  of  the  two  systems  after  twenty-five 
years'  trial  of  each. 

Upon  this  view  of  the  question,  I  submit,  Mr. 
President,  that  I  have  made  good  my  first  asser- 
tion, and  demonstrated  the  suprrioriiy  of  low 
duties  over  high  ones,  in  all  that  relates  to  good 
and  wholesome  revenue,  the  amplitude  of  its 
'  amount,  the  steadiness  of  the  supply,  the  regu- 
larity of  the  increase. 

2.  I  proceed  to  the  next  assertion — the  superi- 
ority of  low  duties  over  high  ones,  in  relation  to 
their  effect  upon  agriculture  and  foreign  com- 
merce. These  two  interests,  in  our  country,  go 
together,  and  the  state  of  one  is  a  pood  index  to 
the  other.  The  exports  make  the  imports,  and 
agriculture  is  at  the  bottom  of  the  whole.  The 
tables  of  exports  and  imports  for  the  two  perioth 
which  we  contrast,  will  show  how  agriculture 
and  commerce  fared  during  the  continuance  of 
these  periods,  and  lo  these  tables  I  now  have  re- 
course. And  here  I  will  premise  that  I  fully 
onilerstand  the  nature  of  our  neutral  position 
during  the  wars  of  the  French  revolution,  and  the 
effect  which  that  neutrality  had  in  promoting  im- 
ports for  reexportation.  We  reexported  much 
from  1791  to  1807,  and  have  reexported  exactly 
as  much  from  1817  to  1844!  Mexico,  South 
America,  and  the  West  Indies,  have  opened  new 
markets  for  our  reexportations;  and  it  is  a  fact, 
proved  by  the  custom-house  returns  to  be  the 
same.  Five  hundred  and  twenty  million  dollars 
are,  as  near  as  I  can  ascertain  from  the  most 
careful  research,  the  amount  of  reexportation  for 
each  period;  so  that  io  a  comparison  of  the  for- 
eign trade  in  each  period,  they  may  either  be  both 
omitted  or  both  included,  as  the  speaker  pleases. 
Finding  them  included  in  the  tables,  I  choose  to 
use  them  in  that  way.  The  table  of  revenue  has 
already  settled  the  question  in  favor  of  the  large 
amount  of  foreign  goods  which  remained  in  the 
country  for  consumption.  Duties  were  only  paid 
on  the  amount  so  remaining;  and  a  revenue  of 
sixteen  or  seventeen  million  dollars  from  cus- 
toms, with  the  low  duties  then  paid,  show  that 
tbe  importations  for  home  consumption  were 
greater  then  than  now.- 

I  will  now  show  the  Ubies  of  exports  fartbese 


two  periods;  and  they  will  be  found  (each  in  its 
place)  to  be  characterized  by  the  sante  features 
which  distinguish  the  corresponding  revenue — 
the  same  large  amount,  steady  progress,  and  reg- 
ular increase  in  one  period — the  same  excesses 
and  deficiencies,  risings  and  fallings,  and  violent 
fluctuations  in  the  se<:ond.  Here  is  the  table  of 
the  first  period : 
TabUoffortU»umdd9mtstie  at>ort$fromtke  United  StatUt 

fnm  1791  it  lan. 

Ttan.  EiforU.      PopntiMan. 

I7V1 •18,013,041        4,000,000 

1799 30,733,098 

1793 9S,I09.573 

1794 33.098,333 

1795 47,080,479      .      - 

1796 67,064,097 

1797 56,850,306 

1798 61,587,097 

1799 78.665.533 

1800 704^1,780       5,300,000 

1801 94,115,933 

1803 72,483,160 

1803 55,600,033 

1804 77,699.074        ~  - 

1805 95,566,031 

1806 101,536.963 

1807 108,343,130       7,000,000 

1808 Enibatgo. 

Observe,  Mr.  President,  the  regular  and  on- 
ward course  of  our  ex|K>rts  during  this  period — 
always  advancing,  always  increasing.  Begin- 
ning in  1791  at  {^,000,000  for  four  million  peo- 
ple, they  advance,  gradually  and  regularly,  to 
$108,000,000  in  the  year  1807,  for  seven  million 
people.  This  table  shows  everything  that  is  de- 
sirable in  a  regular,  flourishing,  and  prosperous 
commerce.  Now  let  us  look  upon  the  next  one. 
Behold  it: 

TaUe  of  foreign  and  domentie  exporti  fnm  the  United 

8tatet,Jnm  1817  la  1843. 
Yean.  Etvvrti.    Pommtalion. 

817 987,671,569       9,000^00 

818 , 93,381,133 

819 70,143,.'i3l 

830 69,691,669       9,638,060 

831 ; 64J)74,383 

833. 73,160,381 

8-J3 • 84.699,030 

834 ■. 75,886,6.57 

835 99.5.1.v')M 

836 77,595,^3 

837 83,334,839 

838 72.164.68U 

839 79.358,671 

830 73.840J<i8     13,866,000 

831 ^1,310.583 

833 87,i:6>«3 

833 90.140,433 

834 1II4,3;)6,973 

835. 131,693,377 

836 138,6fU.040 

837 117,419,373 

838 108,486,616 

839 131,038,416 

840 133,685,946   17,000,000 

841... 131,831,803  ' 

843 104,691,534 

843 18,500,000 

Here  we  have  it  again,  sir.  The  counterpart 
of  the  income  from  customs  during  the  same  lime; 
the  same  plunging  and  floundering,  the  yame  in- 
cessant and  violent  fluctuation.  Commeficingot 
187,000,000  in  1817,  for  nine  million  people,  these 
exports  sunk  as  low,  in  1U31,  as  |64,000,000  for 
ten  million  people.  Then  they  swell  up  to 
(99,000,000;  then  fall  back  to  $72,000,000;  then 
dart  up  to  $132,000,000,  and  fail  back,  in  1842,  to 
$104,000,000.  At  this  amount  thry  stand  now, 
bejng  about  the  same  they  were  lit  is  1808,  when 
the  population  of  the  country  was  little  more  than 
the  one  third  of  what  it  ia  at  present,  when  the 
cultivation  of  the  country  was  not  more  than  a 
third  of  the  present  cultivation,  and  when  the  great 
article  of  cotton  (now  amounting  to  two  thirds  of 
our  exports)  was  but  a  small  item  in  the  list  of 
exported  articles.  Taking  tliese  circumstances 
into  consideration,  and  the  decline  of  agriculture, 
and  of  the  foreign  commerce.foundcd  upon  it,  be- 
comes appalling.  Leaving  out  cotton,  and  the 
agricultural  exports  are  less  now  than  they  were 
in  1808.  They  then  amounted  to  $49,000,000; 
they  only  amount  lo  about  one  hundred  million 
dollars  now,  of  which  cotton  is  near  two  thirds. 

Such  is  the  general  view  of  our  agriculture  and 
commerce  under  the  high  •duly  system,  and  under 
a  tariff  incessantly  altered  for  political  and  mer- 
cenary objects.  It  presents  a  deplorable  picture 
of  their  decline;and  not  only  of  their  decline,'  but 
of  their  ruinous  revulsions  and  convulsions. 
Viewed  in  detail,  and'in  relation  to  its  effect  on 
particular  articles,  and  the  miserable  picUire  be- 


comes still  more  deplorable.  Thus:,  the  rice  ex- 
portation, in  Mr.  Jefferson's  time,  was  at  an 
average  of  $2,500,000  per  annum;  and  it  has  since 
fallen  aslowas  $1,500,000  per  aflnuip,  and  is  now 
under  $2,000,000.  Flour,  in  1807,  was  exported 
to  the  value  of  $8,250,000;  under  the  high  tariff  it 
has  fallen  as  low  as  $3,000,000;  has  been  under 
$5,000,000  for  half  the  time  since  1817,  and  is 
now  at  $7,333,3333.  Indian  corn  and  corn  meal 
were  exported  to  the  value  of  $2,500,000  annually, 
under  Mr.  Jefferson's  administration;  in  one  half 
the  yeara  under  tbe  new  system,  this  export  has 
been  less  than  one  million  dollars,  and  is  now  not 
equal  to  what  it  was  forty  years.  Wheal,  in  1807, 
was  exported  to  the  amount  of  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-six  thousand  bushels:  From  1617  to  tbe 
present  time.theexport  of  this  grain  has  only  once 
risen  as  high  as  four  hundred  thousand  bushels; 
has  twenty  times  been  under  one  hundred  thou- 
sand, and  four  times  has  been  less  than  five  thou- 
sand bushels.  Tobacco  has  shared  the  general  fate 
of  other  agricultural  producM,  and  that  without 
any  attempt  at  excuse;  for  people  use  as  much  of 
that  weed  in  peace  as  in  war,  and  in  idlenesses  in 
labor;  yet  it  has  shared  the  same  fate  as  the  rest. 
Thus,  in  the  first  year  of  Genend  Washington's 
administration,  (fifty-four  years  ago,)  the  export 
of  this  article  was  one  hundred  and  one  thousand 
hogsheads;  tbe  next  year  it  was  one  hundred  and 
twelve  thousand;  yet,  under  the  high-duty  sys- 
tem, this  export  has  repeatedly  gone  down  to 
sixty  or  seventy  thousona  hogsheads,  and  is  now 
at  only  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand. 
To  be  equal  to  what  it  was  in  Washington's  time, 
would  require  an  export  of  four  hundred  thou- 
sand hogsheads;  for  our  population  has  increased 
four-fold  since  that  time.  Thus,  viewed  in  the 
gross,  or  in  the  detail,  the  result  is  the  same — 
agriculture  and  foreign  cpmmerce,  as  well  as  rev- 
enue, have  been  sacrificed  for  the  lost  twenty-five 
years,  and  it  is  time — high  time — that  these  great 
interests  should  be  restored  to  the  flourishing 
condition  which  they  enjoyed  in  the  first  half  of 
eur  national  existence.  High  tariff,  political 
tarifling,  and  their  kindred  abuse,  (excessive 
banking,)  have  done  this  mischief;<Bnd  it  is  time 
.for  these  evils  to  cease. 

I  protest  against  the  mode  sometimes  pursued 
here  of  comparing  isolated  years  against  each 
other;  the  imports,  or  exports,  or  revenue,  of  one 
or  two  years,  with  those  of  one  or  two  other  years. 
All  such' comparisons  are  fallacious;  as  much  so 
as  it  would  be  to  examine  through  a  microscope 
a  brick  or  stone  from  two  different  buildings,  and 
then  judge  of  the  whole  from  such  microscopic 
observations  of  small  parts.  Systems  against  sys- 
tems, periods  of  time  against  periods,  is  the  only 
sal%  mode  of  comparison;  and  intbatmodel  eem- 
nare  the  high  duty  with  the  low-duty  system. 
The  comparison  has  been  found  immeasurably  to 
the  benefit  of  the  latter,  and  will  continue  to  be 
found  so  if  followed  from  general  views  to  details, 
from  public  to  private  affairs.  Individuals  have 
suffered  as  much  as  the  Qovernment  in  the  last 
twenty-five  years.  Their  business  also  has  par- 
taken of  the  ups  and  downs,  the  flights  and  falls, 
of  the  Treasury  and  of  commerce.  All  business 
has  been  deranged;  expansion  one  day,  contrac- 
tion another;  now  a  man  dealing  in  hundreds  of 
thousands,  then  bankrupt;  then  coming  to  Con- 
gress for  relief  laws,  or  to  the  Executive  for  oflice; 
and  losing  the  dignity  of  home  independence  by 
this  humiliating  appeal  to  the  Government  for 
support.  All  has  been  brought  upon  us  by  higH 
tariff.  The  same  cause  which  deranged  the  Treas- 
ury of  tbe  Union — which  gorged  it  one  day  and 
starved  it  another — this  same  cause  deranged  the 
business  of  individuiUs;  and,  if  there  is  any  ex- 
tenuation for  the  humiliating  spectacle  of  the 
crowds  who  come  to  the  Federal  Government  for 
the  means  of  subsistence,  it  is  in  the  fact  that 
vicious  legislation  has  brought  them  to  that  deg- 
radation. The  two  periods  which  I  have  con- 
trasted are  the  general  picture,  and  the  Govern- 
ment picture,  of  which  the  detail  is  in  the  people. 
In  the  first  period  all  was  happy  and  prosperous; 
the  people  were  doing  well,  and  were  contented; 
and  consumed,  when  only  seven  million  souls,  as 
much  foreign  goods,  at  the  thenjow  rates  of  duty, 
as  gave  $16,000,000  of  revenue  to  the  Govern- 
ment; now,  the  many  are  impoverished  to  enrich 
the  few;  and  eighteen  million  people, at  the  pres- 
ent high  rales  of  duty,  paj  no  more  revenue  into 
the  Treasury  than  was  pud  thirty -four  years  ago 
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by  seven  rtiillion.  W^hjr  this  difference  ?  Because 
people  are  poor  and  distressed  now,  and  their 
affairs  all  deranged  like  the  Treasury;  and  form- 
erly they  were  rich  and  happy,  and  their  affairs, 
like  the  then  Treasury,  prosperous  and  regular. 
The  two  tables  of  revenue  which  I  have  produced 
ore  the  key  to  the  exports  and  imports;  a  key  to 
the  condition  of  the  country;  a  key  to  the  condi- 
tion of  the  people;  and  in  the  order,  plenty,  and 
regularity  of  one,  and  the  disorder,  fluctuation, 
and  confusion  of  the  othir,  you  see  all  that  has 
happened  publicly  and  privately  in  the  two  pe- 
riods of  lime,  and  under  the  two  systems,  which 
I  have  been  comparing  together,  or  rather  con- 
trastin^against  each  other. 

After  this  exposition,  Mr.  President,  of  our  ex- 
ports under  the  protective  system,  it  is  hardly 
necessary  to  trouble  the  Senate  with  any  detailed 
view  of  our  imports  during  the  same  period.  They 
are  obli°:ed  to  partake  of  the  same  character,  and 
such  is  the  fact.  They  have  risen  as  high  as 
1190,000,000;  they  have  fallen  as  low  as  $64,000,- 
000;  and  they  have  plunged  and  floundered  back- 
wards and  forwards  at  all  amounts  between  these 
two  wide  extremes.  They  are  now  at  about 
$100,000,000,  which  is  less  than  they  were  at 
thirty  years  ago. 

And  here,  sir,  I  quit  this  branch  of  the  case, 
-with  the  confident  conviction  that  I  have  made 
good  my  second  assertion,  and  proved  that  agri- 
culture and  commerce  not  only  did  better  under 
the  old  system  than  under  the  new,  but  that  they 
flourished  in  the  highest  state  of  prosperity  then, 
and  have  been  sunk  to  the  lowest  state  of  depres- 
sion since. 

[Here  Mr.  B.  intimated  that  the  next  branch 
of  his  subject  would  bring  him  to  details  which 
he  wished  to  present  in  an  unbroken  chain;  and 
he  would,  with  the  indulgence  of  the  Senate, 
having  spoken  nearly  two  hours,  prefer  entering 
upon  them  to-morrow.] 

The  subject  was,  by  unanimous  assent,  passed 
over  informally  till  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BARROW,  the  bill  provid- 
ing for  the  adjustment  of  land  claims  within  the 
States  of  L(ftii8inna,  Mississippi,  Alabama,  and 
Arlcansas,  was  then  taken  up. 

It  was  in  the  condition  of  being  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  if  no  further  amend- 
ments were  offered;  but 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BARROW  and  Mr.  JOHN- 
SON, several  ne#  amendments  were  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BREESE,  the  "Territory 
of  Iowa  "  was  stricken  out  of  the  bill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ATCHISON,  the  State  of 
Missouri  was  included  within  the  provisions  of 
the  bill. 

Pending  a  motion  by  Mr.  BARROW  to  add 
an  additional  section  to  the  bill,  the  subject  was 
passed  over  informally,  to  afford  time  for  consid- 
ering the  efl°ect  of  sticli  an  additional  flection. 

A  great  many  private  bills  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  were  taken  up,  read  twice,  and 
referred  to  appropriate  committees. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monday,  March  35,  1844. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  that  the  first  busi- 
ness in  order  would  be  the  call  on  the  States  for 
resolutions. 

PAY  OF  THE  ARMY. 

Mr.  BLACK,  of  South  Carolina,  observed  that 
having  been  confined  to  his  room  by  sickness  for 
more  than  three  weeks,  he  had  not  an  opportu- 
nity of  making  a  report  which  he  was  charged 
with  from  the  Military  Committee.  He  there- 
fore asked  the  indulgence  of  the  House  to  allow 
him  to  make  a  report  on  the  pay  of  the  Army, 
accompanied  by  a  bill. 

No  objection  being  made, 

Mr.  bLACK,  of  South  Carolina,  made  a  re- 
port on  tlie  subject,  accompanied  by  a  bill  to  reg- 
ulate the  pay  of  the  Army;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  and  ordered,  with  the  re- 
port, to  be  printed. 

Mr.  HUNGERFORD  moved  to  prinr  two 
thousand  five  hundred  extra  copies  of  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  just  sub- 
mitted by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  in 
relation  to  the  pay  of  the  Army.    The  bill,  he 


said,  proposed  several  important  changes:  for  in- 
stance, it  abolished  brevet  pay,  extra  rations  for 
separate  commands,  and  gave  a  specific  sum  in 
money  in  lii>u  of  the  allowance  now  ^iven  for  ser- 
vants and  forage;  above  all,  he  snid,  it  would 
save  half  a  million  yearly  to  the  Government. 
He   therefore   hoped  the  House  would  see  the 

{>roprietv  of  printing  the  extra  number  of  copies 
le  asked  for. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  said  he  would  like  to  know 
something  more  of  these  reports  before  ordering 
the  printing  of  extra  copies  of  them.  The  House 
had  just  ordered  extra  copies  to  be  printed  of  two 
reports  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
and  one  of  the  Committee  on  Territories,  on  the 
subject  of  the  Oregon  territory. 

Mr.  CROSS  moved  to  amend  the  motion  by 
printing  five  thousand  extra  copies,  instead  of 
twenty-five  hundred. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Cross's  amend- 
ment; and  it  was  adopted;  and  the  motion  to  prim, 
as  amended,  was  agreed  to. 

APPROPRIATION  BILLS. 

Mr.  McKAV  moved  to  suspend  the  rules,  that 
the  House  might  resolve  itself  into  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  to 
proceed  with  the  approfffiation  bills. 

This  question  was  taken  by  tellers;  and  decided 
in  the  negative — ayes  54,  noes  66. 

STATE  RESOLUTION:*. 

Mr.  HAMMETT  presented  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  ofMississippi,  in  relation 
to  the  removal  of  the  custom-house  in  that  Slate; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.HOOE  presented  the  following  resolutions, 
and  a  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  Illinois: 

A  resolution  of  instruction  for  the  passage  of 
an  act  making  an  appropriation  for  the  removal 
of  obstructions  to  tne  navigation  of  the  western 
waters. 

Also,  a  preamble  and  resolutions  of  said  Legis- 
lature for  the  passage  of  an  a4t  making  an  appro- 
priation to  construct  a  canal  around  the  Des 
Moines  and  Rock  river  rapids  of  the  Mississippi 
river;  and  a  resolution  of  instruction  to  the  Rep- 
resentatives of  said  State  in  Congress  to  use  everj 
exertion  in  their  power  to  obtain  said  appropri- 
ations. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  the  (General  Assembly  of 
the  Slate  of  Illinois,  praying  an  appropriation  to 
remove  obstructions  from  the  Mississippi  river. 

Mr.  SLIDELL  presented  the  resolutions  of 
the  Legislaiure  of  Louisiana,  to  the  effect  that  the 
mode  of  proceeding  in  civil  coses  shall  be  odopted 
in  what  are  called  equity  cases,  in  the  courts  of 
the  United  States  for  the  State  of  Louisiana; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  McClelland  presented  resolutions  of 
instruction  of  the  Legislature  of  Michigan,  in 
favor  of  a  modification  of  the  present  tariff  law; 
which  were  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  presented  the  resolutions  of 
the  Legislature  of  Maine,  on  the  subject  of  the 
bill  before  the  House,  fixing  the  day  tor  holding 
the  election  of  electors  for  President  and  Vice 
t>resident  of  the  United  Slates;  which  were  laid 
on  the  table.    . 

*  NOTICE  OF  A  BILL. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Illinois,  gave  notice  that,  to- 
morrow, or  some  day  thereafter,  he  would  ask 
leave  to'introduce  a  bill  to  authorize  the  State  of 
Illinois  to  grant  or  sell  the  saline  lands  in  Jack- 
son county,  in  that  State. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  McKAY,  on  leave,  and  in  pursuance  of 
notice  given,  introduced  a  bill  to  authorize  the 
coinage  of  one  dollar  gold  pieces  at  the  Mint  of 
the  United  States  and  its  branches;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  slate  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  McCAUSLEN,  in  pursuance  of  previous 
notice,  and  on  leave  granted,  reported  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Benjamin  Bean;  which  was  read 
twice,  and,  together  with  the  papers  on  file,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions. 

Mr.WENTWORTH,  on  leave,  introduced  a 
bill  to  reorganize  the  district  and  circuit  courts  in 
the  State  of  Illinois;  which  was  read  twtc  and 
referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 


Mr.  LYON,  by  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  pro- 
vide  for  the  improvement  of  the  entries  into  the 
Kalamazoo  and  Grand  rivers,  on  the  euiern 
coast  of  Lake  Michigan;  which  was  read  twice 
and  committed  to  the  Committee  on  Coramerce! 

Mr.  L.  also,  in  pursuance  of  notice,  introduced 
o  bill  (S  amend  an  act  confirming  certain  land 
claims  in  the  State  of  Michigan;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  on  Pri- 
vate Land  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HARPER,  the  petition  and 
papers  of  Samuel  Drew  were  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LUCAS,  the  Speaker  was 
directed  to  fill  the  vacancy  in  the  select  committee 
on  the  Massachusetts  resolutions,  occasioned  by 
the  resignation  of  Mr.  Gilmer. 

CONGRESSIONAL  TEMPERANCE  SOCIGTT. 

Mr.  PETTIT  moved  that  the  use  of  the  HrII 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  be  graniiHi  for 
the  Congressional  Temperance  Society,  after  the 
adjournment  of  the  House  on  Thursday  next;  oi 
which  he  moved  the  previous  Question. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  called  for  tellers  onsecondio; 
the  demand  for  the  previous  question. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  PszLnand 
Bdrkc  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  there  were— ayes 
seventy-one,  which  was  deemed  sufficient,  with- 
out counting  those  in  the  negative. 

The  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  now  pot; 
and  the  resolution  was  ogreed  to. 

REPORT  ON  BOUNTY  LANDS. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiono,  moved  that  live  thou- 
sand extra  copies  of  the  report  in  relation  to 
bounty  lands  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Houie; 
but  OS  objections  were  made,  it  went  over. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr.  GIDDINOS  offered  the  following  lesolo- 
tions: 

Raotvei,  That  the  right  of  amending  the  Federal  Cot- 
lititulion,  secured  to  the  people  in  the  tiflti  anicle  tbereof, 
resullin<;  fmin  a  npiritof  concession  and  coinpromi««*eii- 
tfal  to  the  fnrmatinn  and  preservation  of  ihe  untoa  nflbeM 
States,  should  be  held  sacred  by  the  friends  of  tlie  Umoa. 

RtKtcal,  Thai  llie  rinbt  of  amendment  extends  as  clevl; 
tn  that  ponion  of  said  t;nn«tiluiion  which  Axes  tlie  nlioof 
Federal  repreaenuUon  a*  to  any  other  pan  of  ttiat  iosin- 
Dieiit. 

Retottti,  Thai  evcrf  attempt  to  aubvert  this  impoctui 
right  ofUie  peoplu  aliould  be  promptly  sad  decidedly  eoa- 
demned. 

Mr.  WELLER  moved  to  lay  the  resolutions  oi 
the  uible. 

Mr.  DICKEY  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  but 
they  were  not  ordered;  and  the  question  bein; 
put,  was  decided  in  the  affirmative  without  a  di- 
vision. 

So  the  resolutions  were  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  OWEN,  it  was 

ilasolverf.  That  thn  Committee  on  Pablic  BalMinfS  li- 

2uire  into  the  expediency  and  the  coet  er  so  enlarginn  lad 
tting  up  Uie  room  now  occupied  as  a  library,  as  to  sdiplit 
for  a  Cliaraber  of  Bf  presentadves,  with  a  view  of  remoTinf 
thither,  at  the  next  session,  Uie  aitUnga  of  this  House. 

Mr.SLIDELL  offered  the  following  resolution; 
which,  being  objected  to,  lies  over : 

Raalved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Jadieiaiy  be  di- 
rected to  iiil)uire  into  the  expediency  of  amefldlnf  eiisiiaf 
laws,  so  as  to  adopt,  in  the  courts  of  the  United  SISias  m 
Louisiana,  the  mode  of  proceeding  in  Ilia  couita  of  ■«! 
State  in  the  civil  cases,  excepting  tliow  of  admiitliyjai*- 
dictinn ;  and  that  tlie  said  committee  be  further  dirtcieo  » 
inqnlre  into  the  expediency  of  repealing  so  niocb  of_^ 
twelilh  section  of  the  judiciary  act  of  24lh  Seplf  robef ,  1  TWi 
aa  gives  to  the  circuit  court  of  tlie  United  Suies  jurisdKtBS 
of  all  civil  suiuat  common  law,  or  in  equity,  when  sa  tf«i 
is  a  party,  or  the  suit  is  between  a  citizen  of  the  Stole  wberc 
a  suit  Is  brought,  and  a  citizen  of  another  State;  aad  iMt 
they  do  report  by  bill  or  oUierwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LABRANCHE,  it  wu 

Remloed,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meaas  1* 
inttruct'd  to  Inquire  into  the  expediency  of  aiabial  »• 
apprupriaUon  for  the  completion -of  the  marine  bowttal  ■• 
the  town  of  McDooougli,  opposite  tbe  city  of  New  Of- 
leans. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WRIGHT,  of  Indiana,  it 
was 

Rttol-d,  That  the  Beeretary  of  War  be  aracted  nem- 
munieste  to  this  Hoiue,as  soon  s»  pt»oticable,tbe  -"^ 
of  Ihe  school  fund  belonging  to  each  tribe  of  Indiana^ai*^ 
in  land  or  money  ;  whether  the  same  is  aold,  or  what  a««a* 
the  lands  have  brought ;  how  the  fond  is  secured  !  b""  ""* 
it  was  to  run  ;  how  the  school  fund  ba«  tieen  expended  fi«" 
year  to  year  ;  whether  the  amount  of  910,000,  placed  at W 
disposal  of  the  Executive  in  1818,  is  expended  miauif- 
and  how  it  has  been  expended  ;  what  amount  ba«  bees  f' 
to  rsligioua  or  benevolent  aaaociatiOBa ;  Ik*  obt«eV  **' 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1844. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


443 


ployed  by  Ibvin  in  tbeir  benernleni  Inbora ;  nl<n.  what  com- 
penxalinn  lioit  b^cn  made  tn  any  societies  or  individuals  for 
Improvements  that  have  been  made  or  abandooed  in  the 
removal  or  the  tribes. 

On  motion  «r  Mr.-  BROWN,  of  Indiana,  it 

WBB 

Rettftreil,  That  the  Committee  on  PuMIc  Lands  he  In- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  granting  to  the 
counties  or  I'iptun  and  Uieliardville,  in  the  State  of  Indiana, 
the  right  of  preenipiion  to  one  quarter  section  of  land  in 
eacli  county,  for  the  purpose  uf  locating  the  county  scat  of 
said  counties. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  C.  B.  SMITH,  it  waa 
Reiohei,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads-be  Instructed  to  inquire  into  the  cx|H>diency  of 
establieliing  a  post  route  fmm  Richmond,  in  Wayne  county, 
Indiana,  to  Liberty,  in  Union  county,  via  the  cro^s  roads  at 
Bennett's  store,  in  Harrison  townahip,  Union  county. 

Mr.  T.  SMITH  offereil  the  following  reaolu- 
tion;  but,  ai  it  waa  objected^  to,  it  liea  over: 

RtMtttd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  re<|uc«ied 
10  obtain  from. the  bureau  of  medicine  and  surgery,  and 
transmit  to  tliis  House,  a  statement  of  the  number,  dale, 
and  pay  and  emotumentA,  of  all  attendants,  of  whatever 
kind  or  denomination,  employed  in  the  naval  hospitals  of 
the  United  States,  jncludingthe  naval  hospital  called  naval 
aaylun,  togetlwr  with  the  number,  ages,  and  numlwr  of 
years'  service  uf  all  the  pensioners  now  in  the  latter  lios 
pital,  together  with  a  report  nn  the  bodily  health,  or  de- 
scription of  all  the  present  inmates ;  iil!<o,  the  cost,  annual- 
ly, of  the  clothing  and  support  of  every  pensioner,  together 
with  May  (bets  sliowing  lliat  these  institutions  may  tw  more 
economically  conducted  tlian  at  present. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH  presented  the  following 
resolution;  and  it  waa  agreed  to: 

Retolred,  That  the  Cotiuniuee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  tlie  expediency  of 
estaWishlnga  tri  weekly  line  of  four-horse  post  c.ooches  for 
the  purpo.4e  of  transporting  the  United  States  mail  from  Chi- 
cago, via  Balicock's  Orove,  81.  Charles,  Sycamore.  Colion- 
ville,  and  Grand  Detour,  to  Albany,  on  the  JHi'sissippt  river, 
i^  accordance  witli  the  petition  of  rising  two  thou..and  cit- 
izens  along  said  route,  and  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SMITH,  of  Illinois,  it  was 
Aesolreii,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be  in- 
slructeil  to  inquire  into.lhe  expediency  of  granting  to  the 
Slate  of  Illinois  all  the  swamp  and  inuiidnleij  lands  in  the 
Edwardsville,  Vandalia,  and  Kasknskia  land  districts,  for 
tbe  sole  purpose  of  draining  and  reclaiming  said  lands  and 
improving  Uie  Kaskaskia  and  Big  Muddy  river,  thereby  ren- 
dering the  country  more  healthy,  and  tite  remaining  Gov- 
ernment lands  more  valuable. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SMITH,  of  Illinoia,  it  was 
Retolc*d,  That  the  Commfttre  on  the  Judiciary  be'  In- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  raising  the  salary 
of  the  jwtge  of  the  United  States  district  court  for  the  dis- 
trict of  llUuois,  so  as  to  place  him  upon  an  equality  with 
tlie  district  judges  of  the  Sutes  of  Kentucky,  Tennessee, 
and  Michigan. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FICKLIN,  the  following 
waa  agreed  to: 

Wheresu  tbe  Nonhem  Cross  railroad,  in  the  Stale  of  Illi- 
nois, is  located  through  a  prairie  country,  in  which  a  very 
large  pTt>portion  of  the  lands  have  not  been  sold  by  the 
General  Uoveriiment;  and  whereas  the  public  land*  will, 
unless  said  railroad  be  completed,  remain  uiii>oid  and  use- 
less to  the  Government  for  a  very  great  nuiuber  of  years  ; 
and  whereas  the  interest  of  this  Government,  as  well  as 
people  in  that  section  of  cnunlry,  would  lie  eosentmlly  pro- 
moted by  granting  alternate  sections  of  land  along  the  line 
of  said  road  for  itf  completion  ;  Therefore, 

Rnolved  *y  the  House  of  Repraentativea^  That  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Landsinquireintoiheexpcdiency  of  grant- 
ing alternate  sections  of  land  along  the  line  of  said  roatl, 
for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  its  construction. 

Mr.  HARDIN  offered  the  following, on  which 
he  demanded  the  previous  question: 

Rnotved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  re- 
quested to  inform  this  House  what  amount  of  revenue  has 
been  collected  during  the  present  fiscal  year,  up  lo  the  Ist 
of  March  last,  dislingutj«lilng  between  tlie  receipts  from 
•ales  of  public  lands,  and  from  duties  onimiwris;  and  that 
he  also  inform  this  House  what  is  the  amount  of  Imports 
luid  exports  up  to  the  1st  of  JIarch ;  also,  that  n  copy  of  the 
bill  to  modify  the  existing  tarifl'  laws,  reported  by  tlie  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  lie  sent  to  the  said  St^retary 
of  tbe  Treasury ;  and  that  he  be  requested  to  report  to  this 
House  what  he  estimates  would  be  the  revenue  produceil 
by  said  bill,  taking  the  average  amounts  of  imports  for  tlie 
last  Ave  years  as  the  basis  of  the  estiliiatea. 

Objection  waa  made  in  several  quarters. 

Mr.  H  AROIN  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules, 
on  which  the  yeas  2nd  nays  were  ordered;  and, 
being  taken,  resulted — yeas  84,  nays  82;  which 
waa leaa  than  a  majority  «f  two  thirda,  and  there- 
fore the  roles  were  not  suspended. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  offered  the  following 
resolution: 

Jlesolred,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lan4s  be  in- 
structed tt>  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  ceding  the  puti- 
lic  bind^  to  the  States  in  wliieli  they  he,  upon  such  terms 
aa  shall  be  deemed  fair  and  equitable  to  all  concerned. 

Which  beins  objected  to, 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  moved  a  suspension  of 
the  rules. 


Mr.  CLINGMAN  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays;  which  were  ordered;  and,  being  taken,  re- 
sulted— yeas  3^,  nays  131. 

So  tbe  rules  were  not  suspended. 
'On  motion  of  Mr.  McCONNELL,  the  follow- 
ing resolution  was  adopted : 

Aeso2eed,  That  the  Comniiuee  of  Ways  and  Means  be 
instructed  10  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a 
mint  at  Gnldville,  county  of  Tallapoosa,  and  State  of  Ala- 
baiun,  with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CHAPMAN,  the  following 
resolution  was  adopted: 

Aesolred,  That  the  petition  and  papers  on  file  relating  to 
the  claims  of  the  heirs  of  Captain  John  Mnrks,  deceased, 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion ;  which,  he  observed,  referred  to  that  offered 
by  Mr.  Hubard  some  weeks  ago,  lind  asked  for 
the  previous  question: 

Raoltal,  Thnt  ilie  Judiciary  Committee  be  diaetmi«d 
from  tlie  further  considerstlnn  of  the  resolution  referred  to 
tliein  retniiVQ  to  the  operation  of  the  late  bankrupt  taw; 
and  that  tlie  same  be  referred  to  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  that  he  be  requested  to  get  all  the  informa- 
tion therein  desired,  and  report  the  same  to  tiiia  House  at 
an  early  day. 

The  demand  for  the  previous  question  being 
seconded , 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  iakei  for  a  division  of  the 
question,  so  as  to  lake  it  first  on  discharging  (he 
committee,  and  next  on  the  reference  to  tlie  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  ADAMS  objected  to  the  latter  part  of  the 
resolutittn,  calling  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  report  to  tbe  House.  He,  therefore, 
submitted  that  the  resolution  must  go  over  on 
notice  of  debate. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  observed  that  tbe  resolution 
had  been  received,  and  that  it  was  too  late  then 
\o  object  to  it.  The  gentleman  could  vote  against 
the  second  branch  if  he  disapproved  il. 

Mr,  ADAMS  said  that  he  wished  lo  debate  it. 
'  The  SPEAKER  said  that  it  was  in  order  for 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  to  object  to 
the  resolution  when  it  was  first  offered,  but  il 
having  been  received  without  objection,  and  the 
previous  question  being  moved  on  it,  it  was  too 
late  lo  object  now. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  first  branch 
of  the  resolution,  to  dischBt««  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  subject,  and  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

Mr.  HUNT,  of  New  York,  moved  to  lay  tbe 
latter  branch  of  the  resolution  on  the  table. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  wished  to  know  if  the  motion 
to  lay  the  second  branch  of  the  resolution  on  the 
table  was  in  order,  after  the  first  branch  bad  been 
adopted  > 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  it  was. 

Mr.  HUNT,  of  New  York,  withdrew  his  mo- 
tion to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  second  branch , 
referring  the  subject  to  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales,  it  was  agreed  to  without  a  divisioi»r — |^ 

Mr.  PAYNE  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  was  considered,  and  agreed  to: 

itesolecd.  That  the  Secretary  of  Slate  be  directed  in  re- 
port to  this  House  the  reasons  why  the  information  required 
by  the  resoluuon  offered  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  SntaLDs,  of  Ala- 
bama, in  relation  to  the  cost  of  articles  imported  from  tbr- 
eisn  countries  into  the  United  Slates,  on  the  3d  of  March, 
1643,  together  with  that  called  for  by  the  resolution  on  the 
same  subject  offered  by  the  Hon.  R-  Chairman,  during  the 
present  sessioo  has  not  been  rurnishad,  and  when  it  may 
be  expected. 

Mr.  BOWLIN  submitted  tbe  following  reso- 
lution; which  was  considcred%nd  agreed  to: 

Reiolvtd,  That  the  Committee  on  Uie  Judiciary  be,  and 
they  are  hereby,  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
if  so  revising  and  rctiHKli'lingllie  criminal  laws  of  the  Unl- 
ted  Stales  as  are  applicable  to  offenses  perpetrated  in  the 
Indian  country,  witliout  the  Jurisdiction  of  any  particular 
State,  but  wiUlin  the  Jurisdiciion  of  the  United  Stales,  so 
as  to  provide  adequate  and  proper  punishments  for  the  per- 
peiraiion  of  offenses  upon  persons  or  property  in  said  In- 
dian country. 

Mr.  RELFE  offered  the  following  resolution; 
which  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Revived,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
j*nst  Roads  b«  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
estahlishiiig  a  prhit  route  from  Fredericktown,  in  tlie  county 
ofMadisnii.bylhc  three  forksof  Black  river,  and  the  county 
seat  of  Wright  county,  to  Springfield,  in  Green  county,  Mis- 
souri. 

Mr.  HUGHES  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion, and  called  for  the  previous  question  on  it. 
Raolvtd,  i.  That  in  Uie  opinion  of  this  House,  the 


United  States  has  a  clear  and  undlsputable  title  lo  all  the 
country  on  the  northwest  coast  of  America,  commonly 
called  the  Oregon,  from  the  forty-second  parallel  of  north 
latitude,  tu  fiity-four  degrees  forty  minutea  of  north  lati- 
tude. 

9.  That  it  is  the  imperious  duty  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  to  take  possession  of  all  the  country  owned 
by  it  on  the  northwest  coast,  and  to  organize  such  a  terri- 
torial government  as  will  give  ample  aud  complete  protec- 
Uon  lo  our  citizens  In  that  quarter. 

Mr.  BLACK  asked  the  gentleman  from  Mis- 
souri to  accept  the  following  ao  a  modification  of 
bis  resolution: 

•^nd  reso/sed,  Thnt  it  is  expedient  and  conducive  to  tlia 
best  interests  of  tlie  country,  that  Texas  should  be  rean- 
nexed  lo  the  United  States  ss  soon  as  Uie  annrxntion  can 
be  accomplished  upon  fair  and  legitimate  principles. 

Mr.  HUGHES  accepted  the  amendment  as  a 
modification  of  his  resolution,  and  renewed  the 
call  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  McDowell  called  for  a  division  of  \he 
question,  so  as  to  take  the  vole  separately  on  th» 
two  subjects  of  Oregon  and  Texas. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  moved  to  lay  the  res- 
olution, as  modified,  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HUGHES  called  for  tbe  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  GREEN,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  lay  the 
resolution  on  the  table.  He  did  not  know  what 
boundaries  the  resolution  called  for,  or  whether 
we  had  a  right  lo  all  the  country  it  designated,  and 
wished  to  examine  that  question  before  he  voted. 
He  hoped  the  resolution  would  be  laid  on  the  (able 
for  the  present. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  suggested  tliit  the  best 
course  would  be  to  let  the  resolution  lie  over  for 
a  day  or  two,  till  the  gentleman  bad  examined 
into  il.  '       . 

Mr.  SAMPLE  asked  if  it  was  in  cr<)erto  move 
to  divide  the  question,soas  to  take  it  hist  on  lay- 
ing tbe  two  branches  of  the  resolution  uii  the  table 
separalely  ? 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  motion  to  lay  on 
the  (able  was  not  divisible. 

Mr.WELLER  wished  to  inquire,  if  the  House 
should  refuse  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table, 
and  then  adopt  the  first  branch  of  it,  if  it  would 
be  in  order  lo  move  to  lay  the  sectfnd  branch  on 
tbe  table  ? 

The  SPEAKER  said  he  would  decide  that 
question  when  it  came  up. 

The  quesiion  was  then  taken;  and  decided  in  ' 
the  aflirmaiive — yeas  106,  nays  66;  as  follows: 

YGAS-t-Metsrs.  Abbott,  Adams,  Anderson,  Ashe.  Baker, 
Barrinxer,  Benton,  Brcngle,  Brodlieail. Milton  Brown,  Jere- 
miah Brown,  Bufiington,  Campbell,  Cary,  Carroll,  Callin,. 
Cllngman,CnIib,  Cnllamer,  Cranston,  Dana,  Garrett  Davis, 
Richard  D.  Davis.  Orberry,  Dickey,  Dickinson,  Dlllinghrro, 
Dunlap,  Ellis,  Elmer,  Farlee,  Fish.  Font,  Giddings.  WiMis 
Green,  Byram  Green,  Griiiiieil,Grider,  Hate.  Hamlin.  H.tr- 

yer.  Ilubbell,  Hudson,  Hungerford,  WB!>liiiiglon  Hunt, 
ames  B.  Hunt,  Joseph  11.  Ingersoll,  Irviii,  Jenks,  Perley  t. 
Johnson,  John  P.  Kennedy,  Preston  King,  Kirkpatrici', 
Leonard,  Lewis,  Lumpkin,  Lynn,  Mct^nusten,  Macia  , 
M^'Clelland,  Mcllvaine,  Marsh,  Edward  J.  Morris,  Joseph 
Mf>rri«,  Moseley,  Murphy,  Nes.  Pnrinenter,  Patterson,  Pe) 
Inn,  Ellsha  R.  Pouer,  Pnitt,  Preston,  Ramsey,  Rathhuc 
Redinjr,  Ritter,  Robinson,  Rockwell,  Rogers,  Kussell,  Sara 

Ete,  Schenck,  Senter,  Severance,  Thomas  H.  Seymour 
lavid  L  ■  Seymour,  Simons,  Simpson, Albert  Smith,  Spence 
Stetson,  Andrew  Stewart,  John  Stewart,  Strong,  Summers 
Sykes,  Tlioinasson,  Tyler,  Vance,  Vanmeter,  Whenton 
While.  Williams,  Wintbrop,  and  William  Wright— 106. 

NAYS— Mesrrs.  Atkinson,  Bidlack,  Edwsrd  J.  Black 
Blackwell,  Bower,  Bnwiin,  Boyd, .William  J.  Brown 
Burke,  Burt,  Caldwell,  Reuben  Chapman,  Chappell,  Coles 
Cross,  Cullom,  Daniel,  John  W.  Davis,  Daws'^n,  Dean, 
nellet,  Douglas,  Dromgoole,  Foster,  French,  Haralson, 
Hardin,  Henley,  Hoge,  Hopkins,  Houston,  Huhard,  Hughes, 
Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  Jameson,  Cave  Jr>l)nson,  Andrew 
Johnson.  George  W.Jones,  Andrew  Kennedy,  Labranclie, 
Lucas,  McClernand,McCnnneII,  McDowell,  Norris,Owen, 
Payne,  Peltit,  Emery  D.  Poller,  Dnvid  S.  Keid,  Relfe,  Bliett, 
Slidcll,  Thomas  Smith,  Robert  Smith.  Sieenrod,  Stiles, 
Stone,  Thompson,  Tibbatu,  Tuekar,  Weller,  Wentworth, 
Woodward,  and  Joseph  A.  Wrighl-66. 

So  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CROSS,  it  waa 

RaolMd,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  he  In 
structed  to  inquire  into  tbe  expediency  of  auihorixing  such 
citizens  of  the  United  States  as  were  included  wiUiiii  ilic 
limits  of  Texas  on  a  survey  of  the  boundary  line  between 
the  two  coiintriea,  to  bring  their  properly  in  the  United 
States  in  ail  cases  where  they  seule  in  and  become  citiaens 
thereof. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CROSS,  it  was 

Reioteed,  That  tbe  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
establishing  n  mail  route  from  Paraclifta,  in  Sevier  county, 
Arkansas,  via  the  settlement  on  CasiUti  Bayou,  to  Roon- 
ville,  In  Scott  county,  of  said  State. 

Mr.  McClelland  submitted  tbe  following 
resolution;  which,  being  objected  to,  goes  over: 
Raahed,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pvn- 
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fliont  be  instructed  tolnquireintotheeipedienry  offztend- 
ing  the  provisions  of  the  pentsion  laws  In  thn[«e  whoferved 
three  niniittis  aa  tioldiers  in  tiie  revolmionnry  war  ;  and  of 
rescinding  sr>  milcli  of  ttnid  tawi!,  and  the  regutalinn;*  under 
the  same,  iij  rcquirps  prtwjf  of  service,  in  ciir'es  where  pen- 
sions are  continued  to  widows  after  tlie  death  of  their  hus- 
Irnnd^;  and  where  proof  of  such  service  was  innile  bysucb 
liusbands  before  tlieir  death  to  Uie  proper  Deparlinent. 

Mr.  LEVYaubmiticd  three  resolutions  in  one. 

Mr.  ADAMS  objected  to  such  a  coarse,  as  an 
evasion  of  the  rule. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  no  gentleman  could 
present  more  than  one  resolution  at  a  time. 

Mr.  LEVY  explained,  that  the  day  fixed  for 
the  territorial  business  was  one  of  the  liays  of  the 
ensuing  week,  and  hence  the  necessity  for  the 
introduction  of  the  resolutions  at  this  time. 

Mr.  ADAMSstill  objected,  and  gave  notice  that 
he  should  debate  the  second  resolution. 

Mr.  LEVY  then  presented  the  first  of  the  se- 
ries of  resolutions;  which  was  agreed  to,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Renltti,  That  the  Committee  of  Wnys  and  Means  be 
directed  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  malting  pnivision 
for  llie  conipleuon  of  public  buildings  in  Florida. 

Mr.  LEVY  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules  to 
enable  him  to  offer  the  second  resolution. 

Mr.  ADAMS  a^in  intimated  that  be  desired 
to  debate  it. 

The  SPEAKER  put  the  question  on  suspend- 
ing the  rules,  and  there  not  being  two  thirds  in 
the  affirmative,  the  rules  were  not  suspended. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DODGE,  of  Wisconsin,  it 
was 

A««of  ee<f,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed 
to  communicate  to  this  (louse  the  several  sutn-t  of  money 
appropriuted  to  defray  xXhi  exfienses  of  the  Lepislaiive  As- 
sembly of  tile  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  specifying  the  date 
and  the  object  of  such  appropriaUons.  Also,  the  several 
sums  of  money  allowed  and  paid  at  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment for  the  above  purpose,  specifying  the  dale  of  such 
|>aymenls,  and  the  names  of  the  persona  to  whcmi,aiid  the 
object  for  which,  such  payments  llavc  been  made.  Also, 
Uie  amount  of  such  eipenses,  disallowed  or  suspended, 
specifying  tlie  names  of  tlie  persons  in  whose  favor,  sna 
the  object  for  which  such  expenses  were  incurred. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa,  presented  the  following 
resolution;  which  was  agreed  to: 

AesodK^,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Suadfl  tie  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  and 
necessity  of  esublishing  the  following  mail  routes  in  the 
Teirilnry  of  Iowa :  From  Dubuque,  via  township  eighty- 
nine  north,  in  ranges  one  and  two  west,  and  the  southwest 
comer  of  township  ninety,  of  range  two  west ;  thence 
by  the  "  colony,'*  or  "  Moreland's  seulement,'*  and  Ead's- 
Orove  to  Fon  Atkinson,  nn  Turkey  river.  Also  from  Do- 
bnque,  in  two-borso  cuaebes,  via  Cascade  and  (tarioo,  to 
Iowa  City.  * 

The  States  and  Territories  having  been  called 
through. 

The  SPEAKER  proceeded  again  to  call  them 
in  reversed  order. 

Mr.  LEVY  ofierred  the  following  resolution, 
being  the  second  of  a  series  previously  offered, 
but  objected  to: 

Rewlvti^  That  the  Committee  on  tlie  Judiciary  be  di- 
rected to  inquire  how  far  it  maybe  advisable  for  this  House 
to  lake  action  in  reference  to  charters  for  incorporation 
granted  in  the  several  Territories  since  their  organization, 
with  a  view  uf  relieving  the  said  Territories  from  tpe  effects 
of  unwise  or  basiy  legislaUon  of  Ibis  description,  before 
tbeir  erection  into  Suies. 

On  this  resolution  the  previous  question  was 
demanded. 

Mr.  ADAMS  a^ain  declared  his  intention  to 
debate  this  resolution. 

The  SPEAKER  put  the  question  on  second- 
ing the  demand  for  the  previous  question,  but 
tellers  were  called  for;  and  Messrs.  Thomassoh 
and  TocKKR  were  appointed.  They  reported — 
ayes  fifty-four;  which  was  not  a  sufficient  num- 
ber. 

So  the  previous  question  was  not  seconded. 

The  resolution  then  went  over  under  the  rule. 

Mr.  LEWIS  offered  the  following  resolution, 
and  demanded  the  previous  question  thereon: 

Rnoltei,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  be 
apUiorizetl  10  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  authorizing  Uie 
President  of  the  United  States,  when  he  shall  be  otficially 
notified  that  any  one  of  certain  foreign  Goveminenu  (to  be 
designated  by  law)  has  reduced  Uie  duties  on  American 
pork,  beef,  grain,  and  breadstuBs,  or  either  of  these  arti- 
cles, to  an  ai  ealsrem  standard  of  leas  than  twenty  per 
centum,  at  once,  by  proclamation,  to  adroit  articles  of  equiv- 
alent commercial  Importance  arid  magnitude  (the  products 
of  said  foreign  Governtncnts)  lo  bcintrndiiced  into  the  Uni- 
ted States  at  a  corresponding  rate'of  duty — the  said  articles 
of  equivalent  commercial  importance  to  be  designated  by 
law. 

Mr.  CARROLL  moved  to  lay  the  resolution 
on  the  table,  and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 


I  thereon;  which,  betng  taken,  resulted— yeas  54, 
j  nays  93;  as  follows: 

I    VEAS— Messrs.Abbott,  Uaker,  Oldlack,  Jeremiah  Brown, 
I  Dtlflinstnn.  Cnrv,  Carml],  Cnllaiiier.  (.'ranstnn,  Garrett  Da- 
'  vis,  Richard  D.  bavis,  Dickey,  Bills.  Font.  Foster,  Giitdina<i, 
I  ByraiD  Green.  ilubbcll,Hud>ion,Wasliiiigl(in  Hunt, Charles 
!  J.  liigersoll,  Joseph  R.  IiigiTsoll,  Jrvin,  Jenks,  Perley  0. 
Johnson,  John  P.  Kennedy,  Predion  King,  DiUiiel  P.  King, 
Mcllvaine,  Marsh,  Edward  J.  Morris,  Mofeley,  Nes,  Patter- 
son, Elishii  R.  Potter,  Preston,  Ramsey.  Rockwoit,  Rogers, 
Sample,  Sehenck,  Senter,  Severance,  David  L.  Seymour, 
Albert  Smith,  Caleb  It.  Smith,  Spence,  Andrew  Stewart, 
Bummers.  Tlinniasson,  Vance,  Vanmeter,  Vinton,  VVbite, 
IVilli.-im  Wright,  and  Yost— 54. 

NAYS— Messrs  Adams,  Anderson,  Ashe, Atkinson,  Bar- 
ringer,  Benton,  Boyd,  Milton  Rniwn,  William  J.  Brown, 
Biirke,  Burt.  Caldwell. Cnmpbell,CatIin.KeuI)en  Chapman, 
Chappelt,  Clinch,  Clingman,  Cobb.  Coles,  Cross,  Dana, 
Daniel.  Joim  W.  Davis,  Dawson,  Deberry,  Dellett,  Dick- 
inson, Dmnignole,  DunlQp.  Elmer,  Ficklin,  French,  Willis 
Green.Griniiell,  Hale,  Hamlin,  ilammett,  Haralson,  Hardin, 
Harper,  Holmes.  Hopkins.  Houston.  Hubard,  Hughes,  Hun- 

ferford.  Cave  Johnson,  George  W.  Jmiea,  Kirk|ialriefc, 
.eonard,  Lewis,  Lucas,  Lyon,  McCauslen,  Maclay,  Mc- 
Clelland, McConnell,  McKay,  Joseph  Morris,  Murphy, 
Nnrris,  Owen,  Parmenter,  Payne,  Peltil,  Emery  D.  Potter, 
Pratt,  David  S.  Reid,  Reding,  Relfc.Rliett,  Robinson,  Rus- 
sell, Saunders,  Thomas  if.  Sttymnur,  Simpson,  Slidell, 
Thomas  Smith,  Robert  Smith,  Steenrnd,  Stetson,  John 
Stewart,  Strong,  Svkes,Thompson.Tibhaus,Tuckcr,Weut- 
wortb,  VVbeaiog,  Williams,  and  Woodward— 93. 

So  the  resolution  was  not  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  LEWIS  demanded  the  previous  question; 
which  being  seconded,  and  the  main  question 
ordered  to  be  put, "  Shall  the  resolution  be  adopt- 
ed .'"  the  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded  and  or- 
dered; ana  being  token,  resulted — yeas  83,  nays 
56. 

So  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  moved  to  suspend  the  rales 
that  the  House  might  resolve  itself  into  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  suite  of  the  Union; 
which  was  negatived. 

Mr.  BLACKWELL  offered  the  following  res- 
olution; which  was  considered,  and  agreed  to: 

Raohei,  That  the  Conimittec  for  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  having 
the  property  of  tlie  United  Stales,  within  ibe  Districlof  Co- 
lumbia, assessed,  tbat  Congress  may  know  what  amount  of 
appropriaUons  should  be  made  for  Ibe  benefit  of  said  Dis- 
trict, in  proporUon  to  tbe  amount  paid  annually  liy  the  cit- 
izens of  tbe  District.  • 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennesseet  offered  the  follow- 
ing resolution;  which  was  considered, and  agreed 
to: 

Jtssoteed,  That  the  papers  in  thecoseof  John  W.  Coster, 
beretofore  referred  to  tbe  Committee  of  Claims,  and  by  that 
committee  reported  upon  adversely,  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  J  ttdiclary,  with  instrucUons  to  inqnire  wheUier 
ihe  evidence  of  the  loss  of  Uie  horse  in  this  case  is  not  suf- 
ficient to  esublisli  Uie  fact  under  the  law  of  Congress  of 
Octotwr  14, 1637,  upon  stricUy  legal  principles  of  evidence. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  submitted  the  following 
resolution;  which  was  read,  and  debate  arising 
thereon,  it  was  laid  over  under  the  rule: 

Remlvtiy  Tbst  a  select  committee  of  nine  members  be 
appointed,  who  shall  have  power  lo  revise  Ihe  rules  and 
orders  of  the  House  u  adopted, and  tbat  tbey  have  leave  lo 
report  at  any  Ume. 

Mr.  TIBBATTS  submitted  the  following  res- 
olution; which  was  considered,  and  agreed  to: 

Resoised,  That  ihe  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  whether  any,  and  if  any,  what  legisla- 
Uon  is  necessary  BO  to  regulate  the  practice  in  suits  in  chan. 
eery  in  the  courts  of  the  Uniied  States  as  that  the  record 
shall  contain  the  whole  of  the  proceedings  in  such  suits, 
and  that  any  error  in  them  may  be  revised  in  tbe  Supreme 
Court. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  COBB,  it  was 

Kesolred,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Pos^Offlce  and 
Poet  Roods  tie  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expi^iency  and 
propriety  uf  establishing  a  tri-weekly  mail  route  from  Gains- 
ville,  Gemitia,  lo  Dohlonega,  Csorgia ;  sod  that  tbey  report 
by  bill  or  otherwise.  « 

Mr.  BURT  submitted  the  following  resolution: 
Rnolvtdy  Tbat  the  select  committee,  lo  which  was  re- 
ferred, on  the  S3dof  December  last,  tbe  resolves  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  Massachuselts,  proposing  im  amendment  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  be  required  to  report,  to- 
morrow morning,  tbe  resolution  to  which  Uiu  committee 
came  on  the  lOtta  of  February  last,  and  also  tbe  Journal  of 
tliat  committee. 

Mr.  ADAMS  objected,  and  gave  notice  of  de- 
bate; and  the  resolution  went  over,  under  the 
rules. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  moved  a  suspension  of  th; 
rules,  but  withdrew  ihe  motion. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMPBELL,  it  was 

Retohed,  That  tbe  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pen- 
sions be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  allow- 
ing a  pension  to  Mrs.  nancy  Hardcl,  of  Harvey  district. 
South  Carolina,  Itae  widow  of  a  revotnUonary  soldier. 


Mr.  WOODWARD  submitted  the  following 
resolution:  ^ 

RtioUtd,  That  the  select  committee  to  which  was  ». 
ferred,  on  the  iM  of  December  la-*t,  the  resttjvesof  ilieLe. 
gislnture  of  Marisacliusetu,  proposing  an  nmciidnicnt  mUie 
Cnnslitniion  of  the  Utiili>d  filaies,  be  required  to  n-porlon 
Wednesday  morning  iiexi.the  resolution  to  which  Itiateosi. 
inittee  cnme  on  the  IGtti  of  February  lost,  and  alto  tbe 
jounial  of  tliat  commilten. 

Mr.  ADAMS  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  SAMPLE  wished  to  state  to  tbe  Hoaie, 
that  the  committee  would  be  ready  to  report  to- 
morrow week.  They  had  only  been  delayetl  by 
the  sickness  of  a  member  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  BURT  wished  also  to  inform  the  House, 
that  the  committee  had  resolved  lo  icpori  last 
Saturday,  but  this  resolve  was  reconsidered,  and 
they  adopted  a  resolution  to  report  next  Satur- 
day. He  added,  thf  t,  in  his  opinion, the  House 
had  no  assurance  that  the  committee  would  re- 
port at  aiiy  time.  . 

Mr.  ADAMS  made«  statement  in  relation  to 
the  action  of  the  committee,  the  substance  of 
which  was,  that  two  members — of  which  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  was  one— Iis4 
agreed  on  a  report  embodying  their  views,  which 
had  been  Uid  before  the  committee;  that  he  him- 
self had  presented  his  report  to  the  committee, 
and  that  each  of  the  other  members  had  for  him- 
self drawn  up  a  report  and  laid  before  them,  with 
the  exception  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana, 
[Mr.  Sample,]  and  the  gentleman  from  Maine, 
wi\o  was  sick.  These  reports,  he  said,  woolit 
be  in  so  as  to  enable  the  commi  ttee  lo  report  seit 
Saturday. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  laying  the 
resolution  on  the  table;  and  decided  in  the  affirm- 
ative— ayes  60,  noes  52. 

So  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  REID,  of  North  CaroGoa, 
it  was 

RaoUed,  Tbat  Ihe  Comailltee  on  Bevolatlaaaiy  Pn- 
sions  Iw  instructed  lo  inquire  into  tbe  expediency  ol  gianl- 
ing  a  pension  to  Mary  Crysal,  and  tluu  lbs  acoosipaayiig 
papers  be  referred  to  said  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RHETT,  it  was 
Rentved,  That  tbe  Committee  on  Commerce  bedirsctfd 
10  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  an  approprisiioa 
lo  supply  and  keep  in  repair  tbe  buoys  and  iigbu  henufan 
suUiorized  by  law,  on  ttae  bar  of  St.  Helena,  Soolk  Can- 
Una. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  DEBERRY,  it  was 
Resohtd,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  •>< 
Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  eipedieacy  «f 
establishing  a  post  route  from  Jamestown  to  ModuviUe, 
North  Carolina. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  BARRINOER,  it  was 

Reiolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  bs  di- 
rected to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  an  op^re- 
priation  for  the  payment  of  Virginia  revoluuonary  land 
bounty  warrants  which  have  been  issued  and  are  still  das 
to  revoiutionary  soldiers  or  their  heirf. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  offered  the  following  reso- 
lution, which  was  read;  and,  debate  arising  there- 
on, it  was  laid  over,  under  the  rules: 

ilesolced,  Tbat  it  is  inexpedient  to  Si  a  day  of  adlnon- 
menl  until  the  Texan  and  Oregon  questions  and  the  lanf 
and  retrenchment  bills  aball  have  been  acted  oo  by  Mk 
Bouses  of  Congress. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKAY,  it  was 
Remhed,  That  the  Secreury  of  the  Treasuy  be  diitclfd 
to  report  lo  this  House  the  amount  of  receipts  into  tbs 
Treasury  during  Uie  present  fiscal  year,  from  cDstoos,  <Wa 
ttae  sales  of  tbe  puMie  lands,  and  from  all  other  somen; 
and  that  he  accompany  it  wttb  the  estimate  of  tbe  pmMla 
receipts  from  Ibe  same  source  durin|  ibe  reiaaindet  of  ifcs 
fiscal  year. 

Ra»lvti,Jurtlt*r,  That  IW  Seeretafy  also  repait »  M 
House  tbe  amount  of  ezpendiiares  durin(  Ibe  prcseal  tMsi 
year,  as  flir  as  asccruined ;  and  tbe  balances  of  aneipeas- 
ed  appropriations  on  the  Istof  Marcb  instant. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DROMGOOLE,  it  was 
JteMleed,  That  it  be  referred  lo  tbe  Joint  Cnmniiteess 
the  Library  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  adopUng  ncsss 
for  the  purchase  and  poMicaiion  or  Ibe  writings  of  lbs  isa 
James  Madison.  ^ 

On  motion  of  Mr.  STEENROD,  it  was 
Assaieeit,  That  tbe  Committee  on  the  Post  OIBee  sad 
Post  Roads  inquire  into  tlie  expedieney  of  increasiag  iks 
grade  of  service  from  horse  mail  lo  two  bone  pnsteoacba 
from  the  Cumberland  road  to  Monantown,  WaynestKiiIi 
Pennsylvania,  lo  ttae  city  of  Wheeling. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  SAUNDERS,  it  was 
Rfotttd,  Thai  the  Committee  on  Revololiooary  C1»^ 
be  Instructed  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  allowiegBs 
heirs  of  the  late  Colonel  William  Giayson  tbecoamoiaue* 
pay  due  lo  him  as  an  officer  in  the  Continental  amy  dan^ 
the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  who  was  reduced  in  l>''*V 
ance  of  the  reaolationsofCongressof  tbe  3d  aodSlstOcts- 
ber,  ITSa. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  HOPKINS,  under  the  oper- 1 
aiion  of  the  previous  question,  it  was  I 

Rttolvtd^  That  the  Secretary  Qf  the  TreaKury  be  requested 
to  furnish  this  House  with  a  latHilar  statement,  ibowing,  ia  , 
sepsrate  columns,  the  ordinary  and  extraordiaary  expendi- 
tures ol'Uie  Government  for  each  year,  from  the  4lh  day  of  . 
March,  1833,  till  the  4lh  day  of  March,  1843,  Also,  the  usti- 
luaies,  appropnalions,  and  expenditures,  during  the  same  | 
yeafa  res|i«cUVf  ly,  under  e  JCh  ol'  the  principal  heads  of  ap-  I 
prophauon,  and  especially  on  account  of  Ihe  civil  and  dipio-  | 
inatic  pxpi'uses,  the  Army,  the  Nuvy,  the  Lrgit>lalure,  and 
tiicjudiciiiry.    Also,  the  contingent  expeufles  of  each,  llie 
expenditures  for  the  execution  of  treaties,  and  the  dates  of 
tJie  treaties  under  wliich  they  were  made,  including  the  ! 
expenses  of  removal  ad  well  as  annuities  and  payiuents 
Iberein  stipulated  to  be  paid  for  Indian  land*.  Also,a  state-  ; 
ment  showing  the  expenditures  on  account  of  Indian  ware. 
Also  the  pavmeni,  flt>m  the  4th  of  March,  I83S,  to  the  4th  I 
of  March,  I'S-a,  and  for  each  four  years  thereafter,  till  the  , 
4ih  of  March,  1841,  and  from  that  time  till  the  4th  of  March,  i 
1843,  on  account  of  pensions  and  otlier  claims  growittg  out  | 
of  the  two  wars  with  England.   Also,  all  p.iyments,  within  I 
the  period  last  named,  on  account  of  public  buildings  and  I 
grounds  connected  therewith  t  and  tlie  date  of  Ihe  laws  un- 
dpr  which  such  buildinp  were  authorized  to  be  coiifilructed. 
AUo.  the  unexpended  balances' of  appropriation  on  the  4th  . 
of  March,  1839, 1833, 1837, 1841,  wd  on  the  4ili  of  Match, 
1843.  .  I 

Mr.  DICKINSON  moTed  a  suspenaion  of  the  i 
rules,  for  the  purpose  of  takinf;  ap  a  resolution  i 
offered  b^  him  on  the  3d  day  of  January,  which  ' 
was  partially  considered  on  the  10th  of  the 
same  month,  and  an  amendmeat  proposed  by  ' 
Mr.  C.  JoBNBOH,  on  which  the  qtiestion  is  now  i 
pending    The  resolution  calls  on  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to   report  the  liabilities  of  the 
GoTernment  in  1841.  ! 

Mr.  O.  called  for  the  yeas  and  naya  on  his  mo-  { 
tion  to  suspend;  and  being  ordered,  they  were 
taken — yeas  75,  nays  81.  : 

So  the  rules  wers  not  suspended. 
After  the  yeas  and  naya  were  called  for,  and  ; 
before  they  were  taken, 

Mr.  McRAY,  chairman  of  the  Committee  of, 
Ways  and  Means,  stated  that  he  had  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  which  he  wished  I 
read,  showing  that  it  would  take  six  months,  with  ' 
twenty  clerks  to  answer  the  resolution. 

The  reading  of  the  letter  was  objected  to,  and 
the  yeas  and  nays  ordered  on  the  motion  to  sus-  . 
pend,  and^esuUed  as  staled  abov^,  I 

Mr.  KENNEDY,  of  Maryland,  offered  the 
following  resolution,  and  called  for  the  previous  i 
question:  ! 

Ratletd,  That  this  House  approve  atid  adopt  the  follow- 
ing opinions,  as  expressed  by  General  Jackson  in  his  letter 
to  Dr.  t*.  n.  Coleman, of  Warrentoii,  \orUi  (Jarotinn,  d.tted 
April  36,  1834,  to  wit :  That  lead,  iron,  copper,  ti^np,  and 
wool,  *•  being  the  great  materials  of  our  nntinnni  defense, 
they  ought  to  have  extended  tuthem  adequate  and  fair  pro- 
tection, that  our  manufactories  and  labfirers  may  be  pliiced 
fnafaircofviptuitiim  with  those  of  Europe,  and  tliat  we  may 
have  within  our  country  a  supply  of  those  leading  and  ini-  ' 
portani  articles  so  cssetiiial  to  war;"  that  we  have  been 
loo  long  mliiecl  to  the  policy  of  Dritisli  mprctiants ;  and  that 
it  is  time  nre  ahould  become  a  little  imire  Amenciinired, 
and,  instead  oneeding  thetiaupersand  labt^rersnf  England, 
feed  our  own  i  that  *'  a  careful  and  judicious  tarilT"  is  ne- 
ceaaary  **tf»  pay  our  national  debt,  and  alTord  us  the  means 
of  Uiai  defense  within  ourselves  on  which  tne  aafety  of  our 
country  and  hberiy  depeud ;  and  last,  though  not  leai^t,  give 
a  iKoper  distribution  to  our  labor,  which  ntust  prove  bene.  • 
ficiat  to  the  huppiiiesa,  iodepeadence,  aud  wealth  of  the 
Cfimmunily." 

Mr.  WINTHROP  moved  that  the  resolution  ; 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

Upon  this  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  de-  , 
maiided  and  ordered; and  being  taken, Teaulted — ' 
yeas  19,  nays  119.         , 

So  the  resolution  was  not  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  KENNEDY,  of  Maryland,  renewed  his  I 
demand  for  the  previous  question;  and  the  vote 
on  seconding;  the  demand  was  taken  by  tellers,  ' 
and  resulted— ayes  61,  noes  86. 

So  the  previous  question  was  not  ordered. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Indiana,  moved  the  follow- 
ing amendment,  and  demanded  the  previous  ques-  ' 
tion:  ' 

A«*ofee«l,  That  this  Route  approve  of  the  aenttmenta  of 
Henry  Clay,  expreaaed  in  his  speech  at  extra  seaidon  of 
Congreaa,  1841,  as  followt:  "Carry out  the  principles  of 
Ihe  comproniise  act.  Loolc  to  revenue  alone  for  the  sup-  ' 
port  of  Government.  Do  not  raise  the  question  of  prolec-  ' 
lion,  which  I  hoped  bad  been  put  lo  rest;  tliere  ia  no  ne-  ' 
ceasiiy  for  protection." 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  inquired  whether  the  sub-  { 
ject  would  not  go  over,  in  consecfAnce  of  a  prop-  ! 
osition  to  annend  luiving  been  made.' 

The   SPEAKER  replied,  that  the  previous 
question  having  been  demanded,  if  that  demand 
were  seconded,  it  would  bring  the  House  to  aj 
vote  first  upon  the  amendment,  and  afterwards  < 
upon  the  original  resolution.  I 


The  question  was  then  put  upon  seconding  the 
demand  for  the  previous  question;  and  the  votes 
being  counted,  there  were — ayes  one  hundred, 
noes  not  counted. 

So  there  was  a  second. 

The  main  question  was  then  ordered  to  be  put, 
being  upon  the  adoption  of  the  amendment;  and 
upon  this  question  the  yeas  and  nays  were  de- 
manded anil  ordered;  and  being  taken,  resulted — 
yeas  82,  nays  84. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  HARALSON,  on  giving  his  vote  for  the 
amendment,  said  he  wished  it  understood  he  did 
not  attribute  its  language  or  sentiment  to  Mr. 
Clay. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  moved  to  lay  the  resolution 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  HAMLINmoved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
vote  by  which  Ihe  amendment  was  rejected,  and 
asked  if  it  was  a  debatable  question.  • 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  question  was  not 
debatable. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  moved  that  the  House  adjourn; 
and  the  yeas  and  nays  having  been  demanded  and 
ordered,  the  motion  was  rejected — yeas  78,  nays 
86. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  remarked  that  the  question 
now  pending  was  tfn  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Maine  [Mr.  Hamlin]  to  reconsider;  which, 
together  with  the  whole  subject,  he  now  moved 
to  lay  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WELLER,  Mr.  MORRIS  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, and  others,  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  but 
the  motion  to  adjourn  was  renewed;  and  the  yeas 
and  nays  were  ordered  and  taken  thereon,'and 
resulted— yeas  82,  nays  79. 

So  the  House  agreed  to  adjourn. 


IN  SENATE. 
ToESDAT,  March  26,  1844. 

The  PRESIDENT  sro  (empore  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  report  from  the  Stale  Department,  com- 
municating, in  compliance  with  law,  abstracts 'bf 
returns  of  American  registered  seamen  for  the 
year  ending  30ih  September,  1843;  which,  on 
motion  of  Mr  Hdn.tincton,  was  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

REPORT  OF  B.  M.  BUTLER. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  BARROW,  it  was 
Ortlertd,  That  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  made 
on  tlie  15tli  instant,  communicaling  a  copy  of  the  report  of 
B.  M.  Builer,  agent  of  Uie  United  Suies  for  the  Cherokee 
Indians,  be  printed. 

PETtTIONS,  ETC. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore  presented  a  pe- 
tition of  Charles  Huges,  of  Alabama,  a  revolu- 
tionary soldier,  praying  fur  a  pension;  which  was 
referred  lo  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Also,  a  preamble  and  resoltiiinns  passed  by  the 
Legislative  Council  of  the  Territory  of  Florida, 
in  favor  of  a  division  of  the  Territory,  and  the 
formation  of  two'territorial  governments  therein; 
which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Kino,  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Territories. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  a  memorial  from 
Joseph  Lynch,  of  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania, 
setting  forth  that  it  would  be  greatly  to  the  benefit 
of  the  mechanical,  manufacturing,  producing,  and 
commercial  interests  of  Pennsylvania,  to  enlarge 
the  home  market  for  the  iron,  coal,  and  other 
products  of  her  shops  and  manufactories;  which. 
It  api^eardf  can  reailily  be  done,  by  the  annexa- 
tion of  the  territory  of  TeXtts  to  the  United 
States;  and  praying  Congress  to  proceed  to  do 
so  withoutunnecessary  delay;  Which  was  referred 
to  the  dommittee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce of  Philadelphia,  asking  Congress  to  muke 
an  appropriation  for  the  repair  of  the  piers  at  Port 
Penn,  in  the  river  Delaware;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Also,  six  memorials  from  different  parts  of 
Pennsylvania,  in  favor  of  continuing  the  present 
tariff  of  duties,  unless  demonstrated  by  ascer- 
tained facts  that  some  change  in  it  was  necessary; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Also,  a  petition  from  the  president,  directors, 
and  company  of  the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  pray- 
ing Congress  to  indemnify  that  institution  for  a 
Treasury  note  of  $500,  received  in  the  course  of 
business,  and  which  appears  to  have  been  one  of 
those  stolen  from  the  United  Stales  at  New  Or- 


leans. Mr.  B.  remarked  that  he  believed  there 
was  a  general  bill  for  this  purpose  reported  in  the 
other  House;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance. 

Also,  a  petition  from  Margaret  and  Agnes  Big- 
1  ham,  the  heirs  of  Thomas  Armor,  deceased,  a 
soldier  of  the  revolution,  praying  compensation 
for  his  services;  which  was  referred  to  Ihe  Com- 
mittee on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  John  S.  Gibons,  of  the 
county  of  Lehigh,  Pennsylvania,  in  which  he 
enters  into  some  comments  in  favor  of  the  present 
tariff,  and  asking  that  it  may  not  be  disturbed  by 
new  legislation;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

Mr.  MOREHEAD  presented  a  memorial  from 
J.  H.  Armstrong,  and  numerous  other  citizens 
of  Erie  county,  Pennsylvania,  praying  that  the 
tariff  of  1842  may  not  be  repealed,  unless,  from 
ascertained  facts,  it  be  demonstrated  that  such 
chani^e  was  necessary.  It  represents  that  the 
workshops  in  that  section  are  in  a  prosperous 
condition — the'effects  of  the  present  tariff;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Also,  a  petition  from  Catharine  Gale,  praying 
for  a  pension;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Pensions. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  presented  memorials  nu- 
merously signed  by  citizens  of  Albany,  Oswego, 
Walden,  Johnston,  Skaneateles,  and  Onandaga 
Hollow,  New  Yorlr,  in  favor  of  the  present  tariff, 
and  remonstrating  against  the  passage  of  the  bill 
reported  by  the  Cfwnmittee  of  Ways  and  Means 
in  the  House  of  Representatives  for  its  modifica- 
tion; which  were  referred  to  Ihe  Committee  on 
Finance. 

Mr.  WItlGHT  presented  a  petition  from  Pa- 
tience Brown, ofFlorence, in  the  county  of  Oneida, 
New  York,  aged  eighty-three  years,  the  widow 
of  Sa>nucl  Brown,  of  the  war  of  the  Revolutit-n, 
praying  that  the  pension  which  she  received  under 
the  act  of  1838,  may  be  continued  to  her  during 
her  natural  life;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  Egbert  Egberts  and  others, 
of  Cohoes,  in  the  county  of  Albany,  remonstrat- 
ing against  the  passage  of  the  bill  reported  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  the  modification  of 
the  tariff  of  1843;  which  was  referred  lo  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

Mr.  BRCE3E  presented  a  memorial  from  M. 
W.  Bresly,  and  one  hundred  and  eifrht  others, 
citizens  of  Champaign  county,  Illinois,  praying 
I  for  Ihe  establishment  of  a  mail  route  from  Lafay- 
I  ette,  Indiana,  lo  Springfield,  Illinois;  which  was 
I  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
I  Post  Roads. 

I  Mr.  PHBLPS  presented  a  memorial  from 
George  W.  Strong  and  others,  of  Rutland  county, 
Illinois,  remonstrating  against  the  passage  of  the 
bill  reported  in  the  House  for  the  modification  of 
the  tariff  of  1842;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE  presented  a  memorii^l 
from  Japies  Banker,  of  Oakland  county,  Michi- 
gan, a  soldier  in  the  two  wars  with  England, 
praying  a  pension;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Commitlee  on  Pensions. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  George  P.  Clark  and 
others,  miners,  and  citizens  of  the  Slate  of  Illi- 
nois, setting  forth  that  there  are  great  frauds 
growing  out  of  the  present  arrangement  in  con- 
ducting the  mineral  lands;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  HENDERSON  presented  resolutions 
adopted  by  the  Legislature  of  Mississippi,  in- 
structing the  Senators  and -requesting  the  Repre- 
sentatives from  that  State  to  use  proper  exertions 
to  have  the  custom-house  now  located  at  Parting- 
ton removed  to  Shieldsborough,  in  the  bay  of 
Si.  Louis;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  EVAN5  presented  the  petition  and  papers 
of  Adin  Stanley,  praying  for  an  invalid  pension; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions. 

Mr.  ALLEN  presented  resolutions  adopted  by 
the  legislature  of  Ohio,  requesting  the  Senators 
and  Representatives  from  that  State  lo  use  their 
influence  to  procure  an  appropriation  from  the 
avails  of  the  sales  of  the  Wyandot  Indian  re- 
serve lands,  for  the  construction  of  several  rail- 
roads in  the  State  of  Ohio;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance 
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Mr.  TAPPAN  said  he  had  received  a  memo- 
rial, with  a  request  that  he  should  present  it  to 
the  Senate,  (about  the  propriety  of  doing  so  be 
had  some  doubts,)  remonstrating  against  the  an- 
nexation of  Texas  to  the  United  States.  It  was 
from  Solomon  Stur^es  and  others,  citizens  of 
Ohio.  The  memorialists  express  the  opinion  that 
the  admission  of  Texas  would  be  tantamount  to 
a  proposition  for  the  dissolution  of  the  Union  of 
tho  States,  and  to  involve  the  country  both  in  a 
foreign  and  domestic  war.  Mr.  T.  was  of  the 
opinion  that  it  would  have  been  better  if  the  re- 
monstrance had  been  sent  to  the  Executive  in- 
stead of  the  Senate.  But  he  would  ask  leave  to 
present  it,  and  have  it  laid  on  the  table;  and,  if 
the  question  should  come  up  before  the  Senate, 
the  opinion  of  the  memorialists  could  be  con- 
sidered. 

Mr.  BATES  presented  the  proceedings  of  a 
public  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Northampton, 
Massachusetts,  without  distinction  of  party,  ac- 
companied by  a  resolution,  remonstrating  against 
the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  Union,  and  ex- 
pressing the  opinion  that  there  is  no  power  in  the 
Constitution  by  which  a  foreign  State  can  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union  without  the  consent  of  all 
the  other  States,  and  setting  forth,  in  strong 
terms,  the  inexpediency  of  such  annexation; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations. 

REPORTS  FROM  COHHITTBES. 

Mr.  JARNAGIN,  from  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Claims,  made  ifn  adverse  report 
on  the  petition  of  the  heirs  of  John  Houston,  a 
surgeon  in  the  army  of  the  Revolution,  for  ser- 
vices in  that  capacity;  which  was  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  BATES,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  which  had  been  referred  memorials  of  the>Le- 
gislaiures  of  the  States,  and  from  the  inhabitants 
of  Ohio,  and  various  other  States,  praying  for  an 
extension  of  the  act  of  1843,  providing  for  the 
surviving  widows  of  revolutionary  officers'  and 
soldiers,  reported  a  bill  concerning  pensions  to 
certain  widows;  the  purpose  of  which  was  to 
prolong  the  act  of  last  session  (which  granted  a 
pension  for  one  year)  four  years  more — making 
the  grant  of  a  pension  five  years  in  all;  which  was 
read,  and*  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  BERRIEN,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  which  had  been  referred  House  bill 
for  relief  ofTbomas  Hunter  and  Alexander  Caltl- 
well,  reported  it  back  without  amendment,  and 
with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass. 

Mr.  PHELPS,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Rich; 
which  was  read, and  ordered  to  a  second  reading, 
and,  with  the  report  accompanying,  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Also,  from  the  Committee  on  Patents  and  the 
Patent  Office,  reported  a  bill  for  thtf  relief  of  the 
representatives  of  William  Emmons;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Several  adverse  reports  of  standing  committees 
on  private  claims  were  taken  up,  and  concurred  in 
by  the  Senate. 

PATENT  OFFICE  REPORT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PHELPS,  it  wa* 

Orierti,  That  dltecn  hundred  extra  copies  of  the  report 
of  the<;aiDinia«ioner  of  Puenu  be  primed  for  tba  um  of 
Itao  SeDUe. 

JAMES  H.  M'tNTOSH. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  M.  Mcintosh, 
(t  commander  in  the  United  States  Navy,  was 
taken  up  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  PEARCE  explained  that  the  bill  allowed 
(3,500  per  annum  during  the  time  this  officer  was 
flag  captain  of  a  squadron,  made  so  by  the  com- 
mand of  Commodore  Dallas. 

After  a  few  remarks  by  Mesars.  WRIGHT 
and  WOODBURY,  the  bill  wasreporud  to  the 
Senate,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

ADHlSStON  OF  MICHIGAN. 

The  bill  to  amend  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to 
establish  the  northern  boundary  line  of  the  State 
of  Ohio,  and  to  provide  for  the  admission  of  the 
State  of  Michigan  into  the  Union,  on  the  condi- 
tions thereinexpressed, "approved  June  15, 1836, 
was  taken  up  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
considered,  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 


HARK  SIMPSON. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BAYARD,  the  bill  which 
had  been  reported  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary ASairs,  for  the  relief  of  Mark  Simpson,  was 
taken  up,  and  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions. 

HEIRS  OF  THOMAS  NELSON. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BRODHEAD,  the  vote  of 
the  Senate  concurring  in  the  adverse  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  in  the  case 
of  the  heirs  of  Thomas  Nelson,  was  reconsid- 
ered ,  and  the  report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table . 

HEIRS  OF  WILLIAM  GRAYSON. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ARCHER,  leave  was  granted 
to  take  from  the  files  the  petition  of  the  heirs  of 
Colonel  William  Grayson. 

COMPROMISE  ACT — THE  TARIFF. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  the  Senate  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  the  resolution  reported 
from  the  Finance  Committee,  for  the  indefinite 

Eoatponement  of  the  bill  introduced  by  Mr.  Mc- 
luFFiE  for  the  reduction  of  the  rate  of  duties 
under  the  present  tariff  to  the  standard  of  the 
compromise  act. 

Mr.  BENTON  resumed,  in  continuation  of  his 
remarks  of  yesterday.     He  said: 

3.  I  proceed,  Mr.  President,  to  my  third  asser- 
tion, which  applies  to  manufactures,  and  asserts 
their  prosperity  before  the  late  war,  and  before 
the  protective  system  was  invented.  It  is  a  great 
mistake  to  suppose  that  they  have  grown  up  un- 
der that  system;  they  were  well  established  and 
flourishing  before  that  system  was  dreamed  of; 
and  of  this  I  have  the  highest  evidence  in  *my 
hand. 

It  is  known  that  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  directed  the  census  returns  of  the  year  1810 
to  include  the  state  of  our  manufactures,  and  that 
these  returns,  though  very  imperfect,from  thefear 
which  many  people  had  that  a  scheme  of  ulterior 
taxation  was  intended,  still  showed  that  this 
branch  of  oar  national  industry  had  attaineda  high 
degree  of  importance.  The  aggregate  of  the  re- 
turnn,  palpably  defective  as  they  were,  amounted 
to  $127,000,000,  and  were  computed  at  near  two 
hundred  millions.  The  total  omission  of  returns 
from  many  places,  and  the  imperfect  returns  from 
others,  induced  Congress  to  prosecute  the  inquiry 
which  they  had  commenced;  and  on  the  19th  day 
of  March,  1813,  a  joint  resolution  was  passed  by 
both  Houses,  and  approved  by  the  President, 
directing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Mr.  Gal- 
latin, to  have  the  returns  digested  and  perfected. 
For  this  purpose,  Mr.  Gallatin  employed  Mr. 
Tench  Coxe,  of  Philadelphia,  an  eminent  advo- 
cate for  manufactures,  a  writer  for  twenty-seven 
years  in  their  favor,  and  the  gentleman  wJtose 
opinions  on  this  subject  were  lately  presented  by 
Mr.  Webster,  at  a  public  meeting,  in  a  way  to 
pass  them  for  those  of  Dr.  Franklin.  Mr.  Coxe 
completed  his  task  with  ereat  labor  and  care.  He 
took  two  years  to  verify  nis  statements,  iind  pro- 
duced an  authentic  work,  from  which  I  will  now 
read  the  extracts  which  will  sustain  my  asser- 
tion. 

Mr.  B.  then  read  from  Mr.  Coxe's  report, 
page  53  of  the  introduction,  as  follows: 

"  In  the  eourae  of  the  namerou*  and  diversified  opera- 
tinnn,  oucuioiied  by  the  deliberate  execution  of  thii  digest 
&nd  statement,  constnnt  and  very  close  aiiention  htu  iKen 
applied  to  those  facu  which  have  occurred  ibroughnat  the 
Union  since  tJie  autumn  of  the  year  18IU,  from  which  a 
Judgment  or  the  condjtittn  of  the  mRnufiiciures  or  the  Uni- 
ted States  for  the  current  year  1813  might  be  safely  formed. 
It  has  resulted  in  a  thorough  conviction  that,  after  allowing 
for  the  interruptions  to  the  importationi  of  certain  raw  ma- 
terials, the  several  branches  of  manufactures  in  the'Siates, 
Territorii^s.  and  districts,  have  advanced,  upon  a  medium, 
at  the  full  rate  oj  twenty  per  cenltim;  which  would  give  &n 
anre(aterorthiByearaf99U7,aao,oao.>>  •  •  •  • 
**  But  as  it  is  best  to  make  ample  allowances  Ibr  some  mani- 
fest repetitions  of  articles,  which  are  inextricably  involved 
in  the  subordinate  return",  a  sincere  and  well-reflected  final 
opinion  is  respectfully  offered,  that  the  whole  people  of  the 
United  States,  uken  in  1813  at  eight  million  persons,  will 
actually  mr.kQ,  within  this  year,  manufactured  goods  (ex- 
clusively of  the  doubtful)  to  the  full  value  of  (Sao,0<K),0UO." 

Here  are  two  great  facts  stated ;  first,  that  man- 
ufactures were  then  actually  advancing  at  the 
rate  of  twenty  per  centum  per  annum;  secondly, 
that  the  actual  value  of  manufactures  then 
amounted  to  $200,000,000  per  annum.  Contem- 
plate these  facts  within  themselves,  and  the-flour- 
ishing  condition  of  the  manufacturing  interest, 
which    they  announce  is   great  and  striking. 


Twenty  per  centum  of  annual  increase,  and 
$200,000,000  of  annual  product,  in  a  poputatioa 
of  eight  million,  is  an  astonishing  result  for  a 
young  country.  Compare  it  with  other  interests, 
and  with  population.  Population  was  only  in- 
creasing at  the  rate  of  three  per  cent,  pet  annum, 
and  required  twenty-five  years  to  double;  foreign 
commerce  was  only  increasing  at  a  moderate  rate, 
and  required  twenty  years  to  advance  from 
$20,000,000  to  $100,000,000,  and  is  only  now 
where  it  was  above  thirty  years  a^o.  Agricul- 
ture, though  advancing  steadily  in  its  exports  ia 
the  first  half  of  our  national  existence,  has  since 
declined  in  all  its  ancient  staples.  Yet  manufac- 
tures were  already  at  $200,000,000  ofannual  pro- 
duct, and  advancing  at  the  rate  of  twenty  per 
cent,  per  annum,  before  the  protective  syitent 
was  invented — before  politicians  had  taken  it  into 
their  heads  to  become  their  patrons ! 

But  Mr.  Coxe  does  not  stop  at  these  statements. 
He  makes  his  case  still  stronger  by  comparison; 
by  comparing  the  state  of  American  with  that  of 
English  manufactures,  at  the  nearest  proximate 
point  of  time  and  amounts  of  population.  He 
shows  that  the  manufactures  of  England,  (not  of 
Great  Britain,  but  of  England  proper,)  with  a  pop- 
ulation of  eight  and  a  naif  million,  and  Just  be- 
fore the  formation  of  our  Constitution,  was  only 
$266,000,000 ! — a  mere  fraction  beyontl  our  own, 
with  eight  million  people,  before  the  protective 
system  was  established.  But  hear  him  for  him- 
self. Let  him  speak  for  himself.  Let  this  enjighi- 
ened  and  distinguished  champion  of  the  caue 
deliver  his  own  facts  in  his  own  words.  At  page 
53,  he  says: 

"  Some  conflnnstioa  of  this  view  of  oar  BsDonal  open- 
Ubna,  roercanUle  sod  mannfaoiuring,  may  be  drawn  from 
the  facts  that,  in  the  years  of  general  peace  and  prD»perous 
and  regular  coniinerce — from  1783  to  17^ — the  average  ex- 
ports of  England,  (alone,)  with  about  eitht  and  a  half  mil- 
linn  iahabiUDIs,  ainaumed  to  97U,000.00»,  while  IMraio- 
ufaeUm  wtn  conqniled  a<  «a6S,OUO,0«U." 

This,  Mr.  President,  is  a  most  astonishing  ap- 
proximation. The  English  had  been  poshing 
their  manufactures  from  the  time  of  Edward  III., 
full  five  hundred  years,  and  had  only  reached  the 
product  of  $366,000,000  to  eight  and  aJialf  mil- 
lion of  population.  We  had  been  letling  oura 
alone,  with  the  advantage  they  possessed  in  their 
three  thousand  miles  distance  from  their  Euro- 
pean rivals;  in  their  incidental  protection  under 
revenue  duties;  in  their  advantages  of  cheap  pro- 
visionSt^ght  taxes,  hard  money,  and  free  action 
under  equal  laws.  We  had  been  letting  our  man- 
ufactures alone,  with  these  great  and  real  advan- 
tages, and  they  were  already  nearly  equal  in 
amount  to  those  of  England,  after  five  handred 
years  of  governmental  protection. 

But  let  us  continue  the  reading;  let  thewitnen 
speak.  At  page  10  of  the  introductioi^  Mr.  Coxe 
says: 

"  Maehhieiy  is  now  in  actual  operation  In  the  nahid 
States  for  printing  cotton  and  linen  cloibs  by  engraved  roll- 
ers of  copper,  moved  by  water.  Ten  Ihonsand  yards  bsre 
been  printed  with  ease  in  a  single  day,  by  one  man  and  tva 
boys,  with  these  rollers.  Fifty  thousand  children*!  hasd- 
kerchiefs  have  been  printed  in  tlie  same  time  by  tbesaa* 
number  of  persons.  Similar  means  are  in  constant  use  ftr 
staining  and  dyeing  cotton  and  linen  cloths  of  one  color  is 
the  same  expeditious  manner, so  asm  make  them  fit fortbs 
greater  variety  of  apparel  and  furniture." 

And  again,  from  page  11  of  the  introduction: 

"  The  States  of  Rhode  Islan'd  and  Masnchnsetts  ban 
expelled  all  doubts  about  the  practicaliility  of  the  cotisa 
operations.  With  the  smallest  territory  in  the  United  Stun, 
Rhode  Island  has  already  attained,  and  Introduced  intober 
vicinity,  a  cotton  branch  of  our  maDufactnres  as  valnaUe 
as  itie  cotton  branch  of  any  country  in  Eu/ope  was  st  lbs 
limeof  the  formation  of  our  Constiiuiion.  The  nei^hboilei 
Sutes  of  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut  iiuickly  ibllAffed 
Rhode  Island;  and  the  tables  which  are  annextMt.imperftcs 
as  they  uAavoidablyare,  manifest  the  oniversality  awlBti- 
nitude  of  the  cotton  manulketure  in  1810." 

One  thousand  ei^ht  hundred  and  (en  ! — observe 
the  date,  Mr.  President !  Observe  the  date !— one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  ten  !  Two  years  be- 
fore the  war,  and  near  seven  jckcb  before  the  po- 
liticians took  hold  of  the  subject,  the  cotton  man- 
ufacture was  completely  established  in  Rhode 
Island,  Connecticut,  and  Massachusetts;  as  well 
established  as  iVwas  in  any  country  in  Europe 
before  the  formation  of  our  Constitution;  a  maa 
and  two  boys  could  print,  with  ease,  ten  thoo- 
sand  yards  of  calico,  or  fifty  thousand  cbildrena 
handkerchiefs  in  a  day;  that  the  success  of  tbest 
States  had  expelled  all  doubt  upon  the  subject. 
And  this  was  the  state  of  th«  cotton  oiaaufactaM 
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in  Rhode  Island,  Conneeticat,  and  Massachu- 
setts, moie  than  the  third  a/  a  century  ago;  and 
now,  after  lwenty-fi»e  years  of  aid  from  the  pro- 
tective system,  we  are  told  that  this  manufacture 
must  go  to  ruin  if  not  further  protected  by  enor- 
mous duties  and  prohibitory  minimums.  Cer- 
tainly, if  this  is  the  case,  they  have  been  injured 
by  our  aid,  and  have  been  held  up  so  long  that 
they  cannot  stand  alone.  But  this  is  not  the  case. 
This  manufacture  was  well  established  thirty-odd 
years  ago,  and  la  able  now,  as  I  will  show  here- 
after, to  Bland  alone,  and  to  contend  with  the  cot- 
tons of  Great  Britain  and  of  Europe,  not  only 
here  at  home,  but  all  over  the  world.  And  here, 
Mr.  President,  I  must  again  advert  to  the  date. 
The  modem  champions  of  manufactures  say  it 
was  the  war  which  gave  birth  to  manufactures, 
end  that  we  must  have  high  duties  now  to  pro- 
tect wimt  the  war  created;  but  the  work  of  Mr. 
Coxe  shows  this  to  be  a  grand  mistake;  that  this 
great  interest  had  taken  deep  and  wide  root  be- 
fore the  war,  and  was  going  on  well  even  before 
the  year  1810. 

It  is  impossible  to  follow  Mr.  Coxe  through  a 
detailed  view  of  the  condition  of  each  branch  of 
manufa'cluces  which  he  presents  in  this  volume. 
The  index  occupies  eight  pages,  and  the  number 
of  articles  enumerated  exceeds  three  hundred. 
'  They  com  prise  all  mannerof  productions,  almost 
everything  useful  or  ornamental,  in  the  working 
of  wool,  wood,  iron,  glass,  hemp,  flax,  leather, 
and  a  long  list  of  others,  all  veil  established  as 
early  as  the  year  1810,  anil  many  before  that  time. 
He  computes  the  manufactures  of  the  three  arti- 
cles of  wool,  flax,  and  cotton  alone,  at  $40,0OU,0OO. 
Iron  he  computes  at  f  14,000,000;  leather  at  the 
sum  of  $18,000,000;  wood  at  |5,500,000;  cables 
and  cordage  |4,250,000.  Wool,  he  says,  was  in 
the  most  rapid  stale  of  improvement  next  after 
cotton.  New  England  madefine,  if  nolsuperfiie, 
broadcloth  above  fifty  year*  ago.  President  Wash- 
ington wore  a  suit  of  ii,  made  at  Jeremiah  Wads- 
worth's  factory  in  Connecticut,  when  he  first  met 
the  two  Houses  of  Congress  under  the  present 
Constitution.  Fifty-four  years  ago,  on  the  most 
august  occasion  in  the  annals  of  man ,  the  most 
finished  gentleman,  hero,  and  patriot  that  mod- 
ern times  have  beheld,  found  Connecticut  cloth 
good  enough  for  him  to  wear!  And  now  we  are 
to  be  entertained  with  a  belief  that  the  manufac- 
ture of  this  cloth  is  just  growing  up  there;  that  it 
has  been  hatched  into  existence  by  the  hot  incu- 
bation and  meretricious  embraces  of  poFhicians 
and  capitalists,  and  is  yet  too  feeble  to  stand  un- 
less supported  by  the  powerful  arm  of  the  Amer- 
ican Government  I 

I  repeat  it — it  is  impossible;  time  and  strength 
would  fail  me,  to  undertake  to  follow  Mr.  Coxe 
through  his  detailed  view  of  our  manufactures  in 
1810.  I  must  take  it  by  Slates,  and  show  what 
lie  then  said  of  States  which  are  now  the  most 
urgent  for  Government  protection.  Thus:  the 
manufactures  of  Masaaciiusetts  were  stated  at 
131,895,000:  New  Hampshire;  5,250.000;  Ver- 
mont at  15,500,000;  Rhode  Island  at  $4,000,000, 
with  the  remark  that  the  cotton  manufaciure  was 
there  increasing  at  the  rale  of  Ihirty-thrce  and 
one  third  per  centum;  Conneciicut  at  $7,750,000, 
wiih  the  remark  that  there  were  constant  additions 
to  the  number  of  manufactories  in  that  State,  and 
of  the  capital  employed  in  them;  New  York  at 
$25,O0O,UU0,  with  the  belief  that  it  should  be 
$33,000,000;  New  Jersey,  $7,000,000;  Maryland, 
$11,500,000.  All  this  appears  at  page  38  of  the 
tables,  and  shows  the  extraordinary  growth  of 
manufacturea  in  all  these  States  at  the  early  pe- 
riod of  1810.  But  Pennsylvania  was  still  su|ierior 
to  all  tjiese;  and  to  that  State  Mr.  Coxe  devoted 
a  separate  table,  by  counties,  at  page  63  of  the 
iiitfoduetion.  Forty-four  million  dollars  is  his 
estimate  of  the  manufactures  of  that  Stale,  of 
which  $16,000,000  alone  were  in  the  city  and  coun- 
ty of  Philadelphia.  His  whole  estimate  for  1810 
is  near  $200,000,000;  about  double  as  much  as 
the  whole  exported  productions  of  agriculture  are 
at  this  day;  about  double  as  much  as  the  whole 
importation  of  foreign  goods  are  at  this  day; 
about  equal  to  the  joint  amount  nrexporied  agri- 
culture and  foreign  commerce  tliiriy-threc  years 
thereafter !  The  whole  cotton  crop  of  the  United 
Slates  for  the  last  year  was  (47,OU0,O0O«  Penn- 
sylvania manufactured  $44,000,4100  in  1810.  The 
largest  cotton  crop  ever  made  in  any  one  Stale  in 
a  year  was  $15,000,000 — that  of  Mississippi,  in 


1839.     Philadelphia  county  and   oily  manufac- 
tured $16,000,000  in  1810! 

Having  shown  this  to  be  the  flourishing  con- 
dition and  actual  value  of  our  manufactures  at 
that  early  period,  Mr.  Coxe  proceeds  to  the  very 
natural  inquiry  into  the  causes  of  the  extraor-  i 
dinary  growth  of  this  branch  of  industry  in  our  | 
new  and  youthful  country.  He  inquires  into  . 
these  causes,  and  finds  them  in  the  freedom  of  | 
our  institutions,  which  permits  every  talent  to 
take  its  natural  course,  and  foreign  skill  to  incor- 
porate with  ourown;  in  our  position,  which  gave 
all  the  difference  of  costs  and  charges  and  mer- 
cantile profit  on  the  foreign  rival,  in  favor  of  the 
domestic  article;  in  the  abundance  of  raw  ma- 
terials, the  cheapness  of  provisions,  the  lightness 
of  taxes,  and  the  incidental  protection  resulting 
from  the  imposition  of  revenue  duties  for  the 
support  of  the  Government.  But  this  is  a  point 
at  wKich  the  oldest  advocate  of  manufactures 
should  be  allowed  to  speak  for  himself;  and  let 
US  hear  him.  I  read  from  pages  US,  29,  50,  59, 
and  60,  of  the  introduction: 

"The  United  SiaieB  have  tome  pnlpable  and  great  ad- 
vantage* over  Uielr  foreign  rivals  in  the  cntton  bmncb. 
Tliotfe  of  Europe  depend  upon  foreign  agriculture  for  the 
raw  material,  for  the  indign,  and  in  a  considerable  degree 
for  their  breadaluffs."         ••«... 

"  The  expenses,  costs,  and  eharges  of  transporting  cotton 
from  the  farms  and  pianlations  even  near  the  coauls  of  the 
Uhited  States,  to  the  munuractories  of  Manchester,  Olns- 
gnw,  and  Itnuen,  and  llie  same  charges  upon  manufhcturcd 
giKids  broui;ht  from  ihose  places  lo  houses  of  the  planters 
and  fanners  in  America,  are  equal  to  flfly  per  cent,  on  the 
Ancr  and  seventy  five  per  cent,  on  the  coarse,  heavy,  and 
bulky  goods  of  those  great  mauufacturing  lowns." 
♦•••••••**• 

"  Every  man  and  woman  in  the  United  Stale*  uncharged 
wttli  crime,  is  free  of  every  city,  town,  t>nmngh,  hamlet, 
village,  township,  hundred,  county,  and  enjoys  Ihe  freedom 
of  every  occupaliim.  trade,  and  calling."  ^*  Foreign  ntas 
ters  as  wen  ax  Journeymen  and  foreign  capitalists  have  dis- 
covered that  the  United  Slate?  aflTord  exteniiive  opportuni- 
ties to  employ  themselves  in  manufactures,  and  the  useful 
arts,  as  has  been  hmg  the  case  in  commerce,  navigation, 
stocks,  banks,  and  iindirance  companies.  The^  manufac- 
turing branches  are  a4  open  to  them  here,  as  are  agriculture 
and  the  pur^in.«e  of  lands  and  houses  in  the  most  favorable 
States,  or  as  they  are  to  a  native  or  naturalized  ciUaenv 
Pnlented  nionop<ilies,  processes,  raachinerv  and  loots,  en- 
grossed for  a  time  liy  foreign  invention  in  Europe,  may,  of 
course,  be  used  here  by  all  persons,  withnTit  restraint  or  in- 
jury. In  this  highly  Inventive  and  well  instructed  age, 
these  opportunities,  in  such  a  country  as  tlie  United  States, 
oHen  redound  to  the  great  benefit  of  re.^pfctable  foreignera 
as  wi;ll  OS  of  ourselves."— Pa;ef  38,  29,  SO. 

*' It  is  manifest  to  the  close  observer,  that  this  state  of 
things  very  extensively  existing,  and  faithfully  r*'presenled, 
has  occasioned  mannfaetures  to  spring  up  everywhere,  ns 
an  operalion  of  plain  cnmtiinn  seiwt;  to  effect  the  consunip- 
Uon,  employment,  or  sale  of  the  products  of  the  earth,  and 
to  attain  a  supply  of  the  comforts  and  conveniences  of  life- 
It  is  Ihe  iiaiaraland  irresisubleworltingof  ibing*."— J'agss 
S«,«0.  . 

*'  TkefacilUy  of  retaining  and  tteadily  extenUn^  this  val- 
uahlt  braHfk  (ihe  manvfacttiring)  of  tke  nationat  imdiutry 
i*  manifetted  oy  itt  eery  early  aiid  spontaneons  eomweuce- 
ment  in  every  county  and  toirisiAip,  irnd  6y  iu  nearly  fpait- 
laneout  and  cottleta  proidh,  unth  ntek  aitit  only  a*  hnve  noi 
occasioned  any  matei-ial  expente  or  tacrifiee  to  afiricuttare 
or  commerce^  linee  they  were  ehiefiy  inciilentat  lo  neceuary 
revenue,  or  reeuUed  from  our  distance  from  the  foreign  con- 
sutners  of  our  producttont  and  manufacturei  of  our  cup. 
ptiet."—Pate  H).  •  •  .  "  Such  are  the  piinei- 
pal  facts  which  occur  lo  recoltertionj  at  this  lime^  evincing 
the  henejiti  to  oimers  and  cuUivators  of  the  soil  from  the 
manitfactitres  vhich  have  arisen  unforced  in  fAe  United 
Si(tt*s.  Their  principal  protection  hy  duties  is  incidental. 
Those  duties  vjere  imposed  to  raise  the  necessary  revenue; 
but  freatly  favored  the  manufactures." — Page  '29,  Intro, 
daction. 

Such,  Mr.  President,  were  the  causes  of  the 
growth  of  manufactures  among  us.  They  grew 
up  of  themselves,  without  the  knowledge  of  pol- 
iticians, and  without  any  aid  from  Federal  legis- 
lation, except  the  incidental  assistance  from  the  i 
imposition  of  revenue  duties.  Their  growth  was 
natural —spontaneous— unforced — without  injury 
lo  commerce  or  agriculture — without  injury  to 
revenue — and,  what  is  not  to  be  forgotten,  not 
only  without  a  word  of  discontent  or  dissatisfac- 
tion in  any  part  of  the  Union,  but  with  the  abso- 
lute approbation  of  all-  I  repeat  it,  manufactures 
were  just  al  popular  at  that  time  in  the  South  as 
they  were  in  tne  North.  No  party  feeling,  or 
sectional  feeling,  or  even  individual  feeling,  was 
at  that  time  entertained  against  them.  All  cheered 
their  progress,  and  honored  their  cause.  All  be- 
friended them,  unlil  politicians  and  millionary 
capitalists  converted  them  into  a  political  interest 
and  an  engine  of  oppression. 

After  having  shown  the  flourishing  condition 
of  manilfactures,  and  the  causes  of  their  great  and 
rapid  growth  among  us,  Mr.  Coxe  naturally  looks 
forward  to  the  future,  and  inquires  what  more  is 


yet  to  be  done  for  them  i  He  makes  a  formal  head 
of  the  inquiry,  and  indexed  it  with  these  impres- 
sive words:  "  Promotion  of  manufacluru — ><ffe, 
cheap,  benevolent,  and  infallible  method  of."  This 
was  written  in  September,  1814,  in  the  third  pre- 
face to  Mr.  Coxe's  work;  and  the  date,  as  well  as 
the  inquiry,  becomes  eminently  maie'rial.  It  was 
only  two  years  before  the  politicians  took  hold  of 
the  subject,  and  came  forward  with  their  protec- 
tive system.  Surely  if  the  further  aid  of  Congress 
had  been  wanting,  Mr.  Coxe  (a  writer  for  twenty- 
seven  years  in  favor  of  manufactures)  was  the 
man  to  know  it !  the  month  of  September,  1814, 
was  the  time  to  find  it  out  I  and  this  was  the  place 
in  the  book  lo  tell  it !  Does  be  do  so?  Does  he 
ask  for  Federal  aid  ?  Does  he  ask  for  high  duties 
and  minimums.'  Does  he  mention  tariffs?  Does 
he  allude  to  any  of  these  things?  No,  sir,  no  ! 
None  of  these  means  of  promoting  manufactures 
have  any  place  in  his  mind,  or  in  bis  book.  Ii> 
the  ample  verge  which  he  had  left  himself  for  the 
insertion  of  every  salutary  aid  under  the  terms 
$afe,  cheap,  benevolent,  and  imfalliblt,  there  was  no 
place  for  Federal  protection  or  congressional  help  • 
— no  place  for  high  duties  and  prohibitory  mini- 
mums! Half  a  dozen  pages  are  given  up  to  in- 
culcating the  necessity  for  the  diflusion  of  skill, 
the  multiplication  of  machinery,  the  adoption  of 
new  improvcinents,  the  application  of  steam 
power,  the  education  of  the  operatives,  and  lo  the 
cultivation  of  good  feelings  in  every  part  of  the 
Union,  but  not  a  word  about  protective  duties 
and  minimums — not  a  word  about  the  tariff.  In 
fact,  the  word  lar\ff  is  not  mentioned  in  llie  book 
— not  once  in  the  whole  book — not  once  in  a  quartcf 
volume  of  two  hundred  pages,  wholly  ocoupied 
with  the  erowth  and  establishment  of  manufac- 
tures, and  a  special  chapter  devoted  to  the  means 
of  improvement-  The  nearest  approach  that  can 
be  found  to  it  is  in  Ihe  word  tor,  in  the  index, 
where  it  is  placed  for  the  purpose  of  showing 
that  the  tar-burners  would  not  give  in  the  produce 
of  their  kilns  for  fear  of  being  taxed;  and  that, 
conseqaently,  tar  has  no  place  in  the  census  re- 
lurns^no  more  th.an  tariff  has  in  Mr.  Coxe's 
book. 

I  cannot  quit  this  part  of  my  examination  of 
the  subject  without  (Iwelling  on  the  fact  of  this 
remarkable  non-appearance  of  the  word  (art^  in 
such  a  book.  The  word  is  not  in  the  book  !  A 
writer,  for  twenty-seven  years  in  favor  of  manu- 
factures— issuing  a  quarto  volume  on  the  subject 
— inquiring,  as  late  as  September,  1814,  what 
further  was  necessary  to  be  done  for  his  great  and 
darling  object — this  writer  never  once  pronounces 
the  word  tariff!  Yet,  in  two  years  after  that  time, 
politicians  and  millionary  capiialisia  spread  the 
term  through  the  land;  make  it  the  watchword  of 
parly,  Ihe  text  of  endless  harangues,  the  ladder 
of  political  promotion,  the  creed  of  politicians, 
the  subject  of  catechism  to  every  candidate  for 
oflice,  from  the  American  Presidency  to  the  town- 
ship constable.  Such  is  the  power  of  party  spirit 
and  money — the  power  of  a  great  polilical  party, 
and  a  great  moneyed  interest,  acting  together  for 
their  joint  account,  and  agitating  the  country  for 
their  own  selfish  designs. 

No,  sir,  Mr.  Coxe  could  find  no  place  under 
any  one  of  his  heads  of  promotion  of  manufac- 
tures— either  that  of  safe,  orcheap,or  benevolent, 
or  infallible — for  inserting  the  word  tariff'— that 
word  which,  for  a  quarter  of  a  century,  has  been 
tearing  the  peace  of  the  country,  and  almost  the 
Union  itself,  to  pieces.  But  Ije  did  find  a  place  for 
another  means  of  promoting  and  perpetuating  the 
success  of  this  great  interest,  which  does  so  mucn 
honor  to  his  patriotism,  and  has  so  strong  an 
application  lo  our  present  condition,  that  I  have 
reserved  it  for  a  separate  and  final  quotation.  It 
is  this: 

"Some  ftirtber  illoatration  of  the  great  Intemt  of  the 
United  States  in  the  general  business  of  manufactures,  of 
their  unforced  progress,  of  their  actual  nmgnitude,  of  their 
sure,  easy  means  of  their  execution,  and  of  their  immova- 
ble establishment,  was  the  principal  aim  of  this  supplement- 
ary note.  It  was  written  in  the  summer  of  the  current 
year,  11114,  while  the  original  statemeiil  was  issuing  from 
the  press,  and  under  the  same  circumslarices  as  parts  [.and 
II.  The  sole  aim  of  the  publication  of  the  present  entire 
work  is  lo  elucidate,  unite,  and  promote  the  various  inlur- 
ests  of  Ule' American  family,  whether  agricultaral,  mercan- 
tile, manufacturing,  or  auxiliary,  in  the  North  and  tiie 
South,  in  Ibe  East,  in  the  West,  and  in  the  center-  No  par- 
tial oblecL').  local  or  professional,  have  influenced  the  pub- 
lication. To  sacrifice  the  rinhis  and  interesu  of  the  luer- 
chaiiu  u>  the  exclusive  benefit  of  the  manufacturers  would 
appear  to  Iw  an  uureatooabl*  and  vain  attempt  uo  eodeavor 


Digitized  by 


Google 


448 


THE  (CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


March  26. 


10  effect  a  like  neriflee  of  the  rigliti  and  lntere<t<  of  mana- 
flicturerff  to  tbe  exclusive  blnefii  of  the  oierehante,  woald 
aeeni  tn  be  eqaally  irrational  and  vain  ;  to  neglect  to  fodteri 
by  all  wise  roeaisurei,  both  external  and  internal  trade,  or 
foreign  commerce  and  home  manufactures,  ivoutd  appear 
entirely  tn  disregard  the  well  tried  and  certain  means  of  ag- 
ricultural and  landed  prtMperity,  and  of  nalionai  wealth  and 
power."— i'age  70  o/lhi  Introiuction. 

This  is  the  last  and  crowning  advice  which 
this  patriotic  man  gives  to  the  manufacturers.  It 
is,  to  cultivate  good  will  with  all;  endeavor  to 
sacrifice  no  interest;  unite  the  whole  American 
family;  conciliate  the  North,  South,  Eetst,  West, 
and  center.  This  was  his  last  end  crowning  ad- 
vice; and  this  was  the  state  of  things  when  he 
wrote.  How  different  from  the  conduct  of  poli- 
ticians, and  the  state  of  things  which  ihejr  nave 
brought  about!  And  now,  if  I^hould  venture  a. 
piece  of  advice  to  the  manufacturers — I,  who  have 
always  shown  myself  their  true  and  disinterested 
friend — it  would  be  to  eschew  partisan  politics! 
Be  as  ardent  in  politics  as  they  please,  individu- 
ally; but,  as  a  body,  avoid  the  contagion  of  iiar- 
tiaan  politics !  Of  that  disease  died  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States ! 

.1  now  submit,  Mr.  President,  that  I  have  made 
good  my  third  assertion — that  I  have  proved  the 
successful  and  prosperous  establishment  of  man- 
ufactures long  before  the  invention  of  the  jirotec- 
tive  system;  and,  consequently,  that  there  is  no 
necessity  for  continuing  that  system,  to  prevent 
them  now  from  going  to  ruin. 

The  census  of  1810  has  done  us  good  service 
on  this  subject;  we  have  had  another  census  since, 
which  has  done  us  good  service  upon  it  again.  I 
speak  of  the  census  of  1840.  One  shows  us  what 
manufactures  were;  the  other,  what  they  are. 
And  though  they  are  imperfect,  from  the  honest 
fear  which  many  people  had  of  being  taxed,  and 
which  made  thJro  withhold  full  returns,  in  some 
instances,  yet,  as  far  as  they  go,  they  are  correct 
and  reliable. 

Manufactures  were  well  established  from  Mary- 
land to  Massachusetts  in  the  year  1810.  What 
are  they  now?  Let  the  census  of  1840  speak! 
1  have  recourse  to  the  compendium  of  that  docu- 
ment, printed  by  Blair  &  Rives,  and  quote  from 
pages  107  to  113,  and  from  356  to  361;  and  begin 
with  tbe  State  of  Massachusetts.  The  woolen 
manufacture  of  that  State  is  set  down  at  $7 ,083,898 
upon  a  capital  of  $4,179,850  invested,  and  with 
five  thousand  and  seventy-six  persons  employed. 
This  is  at  the  rate  of  about  one  dollar  and  three 
quarters  of  annual  product  for  each  one  dollar 
invested,  and  about  (1,400  for  each  hand  em- 
ployed. This  is  the  gross  product,  from  which, 
of  course,  the  expenses  are  to  be  deducted.  De- 
duct them.  They  are  not  great  in  the  frugal  north- 
east— make  an  allowance  for  machinery  which 
supplies  the  plac*  of  the  people — or  merely  look 
to  capital  invested  and  product  yielded — and  you 
will  have  an  amount  of  profit  unknown  in  any 
other  part  of  the  world.  So  much  for  wool;  now 
for  cotton.  The  value  of  this  manufacture  is  set 
down  at  |I6,553,423  on  a  capital  of  (il7,4I4,000 
invested,  and  twenty  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
twenty-eight  persons  employed.  This  is  at  the 
rate  of  about  dollar  for  dollar  for  the  capital, and 
about  $760  to  the  hand  Let  us  try  another  arti- 
cle— that  of  leather.  The  manufactures  of  this 
articles  are  slated  at  $10,553,826  of  value,  upon 
a  capital  of  $3,318,544  invested;  number  of  per- 
sons employed  not  stated.  The  product  com- 
pared to  the  capital,  in  this  case,  is  nearly  three 
to  one.  , 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  inquired  what  was  meant 
by  capital  invested .'  Did  it  include  buildings  and 
ground .' 

Mr.  BENTON.  I  read  the  words  as  I  find 
them,  and  have  no  doubt  they  include  tbe  build- 
ings and  the  ground,  as  well  as  the  machinery 
and  water  privileges,  and  all  auxiliary  establish- 
ments. I  give  the  words  their  largest  import;  let 
them  include  every  possible  outlay;  and  then  say 
the  product  is  the  largest  that  ever  resulted  from 
human  labor  in  the  annals  of  mankind. 

But  to  pursue  the  inquiries  through  some  o'her 
articles  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts.  The  man- 
ufactures of  paper  are  set  down  at  $1,659,930 
value  upon  a  capital  of  $1,082,800  invested ;  which 
gives  a  yield  of  $1  50  annually  upon  every  dollar 
invested.  And  so  on  througli  an  almost  endless 
list  of  other  articles,  and  all  coming  out  in  about 
the  same  way.  Dollar  for  dollar— two  dollars  for 
one,  and  Mraetimes  three  for  one— ore  the  usual ' 


proceeds  of  the  year  upon  the  capital  invested ; 
and  after  making  every  allowance  for  expenses  to 
be  deducted  from  these  amounts,  the  net  profits, 
espe'cially  considering  that  machinery  is  chiefly 
employed,  one  piece  of  which  will  do  the  work  of 
two  hundred  hands  —  eating,  drinking,  wearing 
nothing,  never  sleeping  and  never  tiring;  when  we 
consider  this,  I  repeat,  the  net  profits  must  be  the 
largest  ever  known  in  the  history  of  human  labor 
The  manufacturers  have  often  astonished  us  by 
publishing  accounts  of  ten,  twelve,  fifteen,  seven- 
teen, twenty  per  cent,  divided  every  six  months; 
and  great  as  these  dividends  were,  it  is  certain 
they  were  only  a  part  of  the  profits.  Large  sur- 
pluses were  left  to  be  divided  in  the  lump  on  some 
happy  day,  or  to  be  invested  in  new  works. 
They  could  not  venture  to  divulge  the  whole  cx- 
tent.of  their  real  profits,  for  fear  of  producing  too 
many  rivals. 

Compare  the  proceeds  of  agriculture  with  these 
proceeas  of  manufactures.  Does  the  farmer  get 
one,  two,  or  three  hundred,  per  cent,  annually 
upon  the  amount  of  his  capital  invested?  are  his 
gross  proceeds  the  equal,  the  double,  and  the 
treble  of  his  capital  invested  ?  his  lands,  houses, 
slaves,  cattle,  implements?  I  thank  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Cbittenden]  for  his  ques- 
tion. He  has  put  the  right  question,  and  brings 
out  a  fair  comparison — the  whole  against  the 
whole !  Take  the  whole  investment  of  the  farm- 
er, or  the  planter,  against  the  whole  investment 
of  the  manufacturer,  and  compare  gross  proceeds 
with  gross  proceeds.  I  have  no  means  of  ascer- 
taining net  profits,  and  that  depends  more  upon 
the  manager  th*  the  subject;  tnke  the  gross 
against  the  gross,  and  lettheplanterand  the  farm- 
er answer.  Can  he  give  you  the  third  or  the.quar- 
ler,  instead  of  the  double  or  the  treble  ?  £an  he 
even  give  you  ten  or  fifteen  per  cent.,  instead  of 
one,  two,  and  three  hundred  percent. ?  No,  sir; 
he  cannot !  and  yet  this  farmer  and  this  planter 
is  to  be  taxed  in  every  necessary  and  in  every 
comfort  of  his  life  to  swell  still  higher  and  to  per- 
petuate still  longer  the  enormous  and  exorbitant 
profits  of  a  class  who  are  advancing  to  princely 
wealth,  while  liiey  themselves  can  hardly  con- 
trive to  make  the  two  ends  of  the  year  meet. 

Besides  the  great  articles  worthy  of  separate 
consideration  which  I  have  named,  and  which 
are  specifically  enumerated,  I  find,  at  page  361,  a 
column  of  non-enumerated  articles,  a  son  of  mis- 
cellaneous collection  of  small  items,  not  worthy 
of  specific  enumeration.  These  anonymous  arti- 
cles, I  suppose,  constitute  what  is  known  by  the 
name  of  "  notions,"  and  seem  to  be  as  profi^table 
an  investment  as  the  rest.  The  Massachusetts 
report  of  them  stands  at  $6,560,234  value  pro- 
duced, for  $3,287,986  invested,  which  i/ about 
two  for  one.  Rhode  Island  stands  at  $1,658,193 
upon  $820,450  invested,  which  is  about  the  same 
rate.  Connecticut  stands  at  $2,266,994,  upon  an 
invesincient  of  $1,254,576,  which  is  still  coming 
up  pretty  nearly  to  the  same  mark.  The  whole 
value  of  these  "  notions"  in  New  England  is 
about  $6,000,000 — about  equal  to  the  flour  export 
of  the  whole  United  States — with  a  gross  product 
of  two  to  one  upon  the  capital  invested  in  their 
production;  yet  the  wheat  growers  must  be  taxed 
for  the  making  of  them,  as  well  as  taxed  by  their 
purchase. 

It  is  impossible  to  fallow  these  tables  through 
the  hundfbds  of  articles  of  manufactures  which 
they  present,  and  through  all  the  States,  from 
Maryland  to  Massachusetts,  where  they  are 
chiefly  carried  on.  The  compendium  is  in  every 
Senator's  hands;  and  each  one  can  pursue  the 
inquiry  for  himself  Would  to  God  that  one  was 
in  the  hands  of  every  citizen  of  the  Great  West, 
that  he  might  see  now  many  thousand  times 
better  off  than  himself  is  the  millionary  capital- 
ist, for  whose  further  enrichment  he  isgrievously 
and  daily  taxed  in  all  the  comforts  and  neces- 
saries of^life,  and  through  all  the  divisfbns  of  his 
household;  from  his  wile, children,  and  servants, 
to  the  cattle  that  pursue  him  for  salt,  i  cannot 
pursue  the  table  through  nine  States,  and  the 
hundreds  of  articles  in  each  of  these  States,  which 
show  the  present  State  of  manufactures  among 
lliem;  but  I  have  made  an  extract  of  what  relates 
to  wool  and  cotton — the>  amount  produced,  and 
tbe  amount  invested  in  each,  and  here  present  it 
at  a  specimen  of  the  whole.  It  will  be  uein  that 
the  product  is  generally  at  the  rate  of  dollar  for 
dollar,  and  semetimet  tb«  double  of  it.    Tbia  is 


the  table,  leaving  out  Massachusetts,  of  which  I 
have  already  spoken:   , 


• 

WOOL. 

COTTOa.     •     1 

States. 

Product. 

t;apttal. 

Prodsci. 

Caiital. 

Rhode  Island.. 

8^2,172 

S680.35!. 

J7.116,7n!$T.3a6,00o| 

Connecticut.. . 

2,494,313 

1,931.33.-1 

3,715,000   a.isiomi 

Vermont 

1.331,00(1 

1. 406.930 

Bui  lilllr 

New  York.... 

3,537.337 

3,46»,:M9 

3.640.237 

4,900,7;^ 

New  Jersey... 

440,710 

3I4.&3U 

9,086,104 

1.722,810 

Pennsylvania.. 

3,319,061 

1,310,546 

5,013.207 

3,323.«10 

Delaware 

But  litMe. 

- 

3KS79 

3AMI0 

Maryland 

Liule. 

- 

i,i5s,5eo 

l,3O4,40» 

The  census  returns  of  1840,  though  ample  in 
details,  are  deficient  in  a  table  of  aggregatu  by 
Stales.  The  census  returns  of  1810,  as  dlg^ated 
and  completed  by  Mr.  Tench  Coxe,  contained 
such  a  table  for  that  year,  it  is  to  be  regretted 
that  the  returns  of  1840  do  itot  contain  a  similar 
one;  they  would  give  us  the  comparative  view  of 
the  manufactures  of  the  two  periods,  and  show 
us  how  much  they  had  advanced  jn  thirty  yean. 
I  would  have  made  the  table  myself,  ana  pre- 
sented it  in  cormparison  with  that  of  Mr.  Coxe; 
but  many  of  the  articles  being  returned  by  quas- 
tities,  without  values  annexed,  the  labor  of  hunt- 
ing out  these  values  in  prices-current,  and  then 
(»lculating  the  whole,  was  too  much  for  my  time. 
Thus,  the  article  of  iron  is  carried  out  in  tons— 
286,903  tons  of  cast,  and  197,233  tons  of  bar,  being 
returned  as  the  annual  product  of  the  whole  Union. 
The  product  of  the  fisheries  is  returned  in  quin- 
tals, (one  hundred  and  twelve  pounds,)  and  barrels 
for  the  fish,  and  gallons  for  the  oil.  Thus,  773,947 
quintals  of  dried  fish;  472,5%^  barrels  of  pickled 
fish;  4,764,708  gallons  spermaceti  oil;  7,536,773 
gallons  of  other  oil;  while  the  article  of  whale- 
bone, and  some  other  minor  items  of  the  fisheries, 
are  alone  returned  in  value;  and  this  partamoanis 
to  the  sum  of  $1,153,234;  and  all  this  uponacsp- 
ilal  of  $16,429,620  invested  in  these  fisheries.  Tlw 
annual  gross  product  of  this  capital  is  probably 
dollar  for  dollar;  yet  the  western  farmers,  who 
are  getting  but  ten  or  twelve  per  cent,  upon  their 
investments,  must  be  taxed  seventy-five  percent, 
nn  Liverpool  salt,  one  hundred  percent,  on  Turk's 
Island,  and  nearly  two  hundred  on  Mediterraneao 
salt,  to  give  the  fisheries  a  pretext  for  drawing  off 
illegally  and  unduly  about  $350 ,000  of  fishing  boua- 
ties  and  allowances  annuiUly  from  the  Treasury, 
under  the  assumption  of  a  drawback  of  the  amount 
ofduty  paid  on  thesaltexpor(e<{on  Ibeexpvrtediik; 
when  the  fact  is,  that  tliey  get  the  drawback  os 
all  the  fish  consumed  in  the  country,  as  well  u 
on  the  exported  part;  and,  besides  that,  use  nwcb 
domestic  salt,  which  has  paid  no  duty  at  all;  and 
are  getting  the  bounty  at  the  old  rate  of  twenty 
cents  a  bushel  on  salt,  while  the  duty  now  is  re- 
dued  to  eight  cents  ! 

Not  having  an  aggregate  of  manufactures,  by 
States,  for  1840,  in  the  census  of  thai  year,  lam 
driven  to  other  sources,  and  to  conjecture,  to  form 
an  opinion  of  it.  Looking  to  these  other  sources, 
and  1  find  in  our  Congress  library  a  return  of  the 
manufactures  ofMassachusetla  for  the  year  begin- 
ning the  1st  April,  1636,  and  ending  the  1st  April, 
1837,  in  which  both  the  details  and  the  anregal* 
of  that  great  branch  of  industry  for  that  Stale  aie 
fully  and  carefully  given.  Tbe  report  was  madt 
under  the  orders  of  me  Legislature,  and  published 
by  its  authority,  and  may  be  relied  upon  as  cor- 
rect. The  value  of  the  year  ia  made  upon  the 
average  of  the  five  preceding  years;  so  that  the 
time  of  the  product  reporteiT  refers  itself  to  the 
years  I§34-*35.  This  report,  thus  made  op,  sad 
afer  leaving  out  $6,853,248  of '•bip-buiidinc, 
gives  $86,382,616  as  the  productof  a  siogkiesr^ 
manufacturing  industry  of  that  State.  This  it 
an  enormous  sum.  Carried  forward  from  lh< 
time  to  which  it  refers  (J^34-'35)  to  the  year 
1840,  which  is  the  proper  point  of  contemplaiioB 
and  comparison,  and  tiie  amount  cannot  be  ksi 
than  $100,000,000!  What  a  stapeodous  iHvdse- 
tion  for  a  population  of  seven  hundred  and  lUtty- 
seven  thousand  six  hundred  and  niDcty-wns 
souls,  and  a  territory  of  eight  thousand  square 
miles,  and  which  has  but  two  native  artklei  of 
export — icie  and  stone!  Why,  sir,  itexceedsthe 
agricultural  export  of  the  whole  Union;  itexeesd* 
the  foreian  trade  of  the  whole  Union;  and  if  the 
rest  of  the  Union  ^os  in  proportion  to  Mssss- 
chusetts.themanufaetnringiaauatry  of  thewlidM 
would  now  be  $1,000,000,000.  Taking  MassKbr 
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sella  as  the  criterion,  and  it  would  be  that  much. 
Thus,  in  1810,  the  aggregate  of  her  manufactures 
was  $2I,000,UOO;  it  has  muliiplied  five-fold  in 
thirty  years;  the  same  increase  throughout  the 
TTnion  wouldgivtl,000,000,000!  But  other  Stales 
have  not  increased  as  much,  and  1300,000,000  or 
1400,000,000  may  be  deducted.  Six  or  seven 
hundred  millions  may  be  the  product  of  the  Union; 
but  let  us  confine  our  nltenlion  to  Massachusetts, 
about  which  there  is  no  doubt,  and  which  is  at 
the  head  of  the  manufacturing  interest  of  the 
country,  and  the  great  advocate  of  the  tariff.  Her 
manufactures,  beyond  dispute,  have  increased 
five-fold  in  thirty  years;  and  now,  what  have  ag- 
riculture and  commerce  increased  during  the  same 
time?  The  lamentable  table,  which  I  read  yester- 
day answer  this  question,  and  show  that,  with  a 
population  more  than  doubled,  with  an  extent  of 
territory  brought  under  cultivation  also  more  than 
doubled ,  and  with  ti^e  great  article  of  cotton  added, 
which  constitutes  nearly  two  thirds  of  the  whole 
— the  great  interests  of  agriculture  and  foreign 
commerce  remain  now  where  they  were  thirty 
years  ago.  And  yet,  the  farmers,  the  planters, 
and  the  merchants,  are  re<|uired  to  lake  the  man- 
ufacturing inlerests  in  their  arms,  and  carry  it 
like  a  babe  in  a  cradle. 

Manufactures  are  now  well  established;  there 
is  another  document  which  proves  it  at  conclu- 
sively a«  the  census  returns  —  I  speak  of  the 
document  of  Commerce  and  Navigation  annually 
published  by  order  of  Congress — and  in  which, 
among  other  things, there  is  shown  to  be  a  large 
ezportalion  of  domestic  manufactures!  The 
amount  and  variety  of  these  exporiations  prove 
the  factftf  their  complete  establishment,  and  abil- 
ity to  contend  with  their  foreign  rivals  abroad,  as 
well  as  at  home.  The  value  exported  last  year 
amounted  to  near  (9,000,000;  comprehending  near 
sixty  varieties  of  ariicles;  of  which  cotton  goods 
■mounted  to  $3,000,000;  and  iron,  in  the  form  of 
pig,  bar,  eastings,  nails,  Ae.,  to  |1, 100,000. 
These  art  icies  go  to  Europe  and  to  Asia — to  Mex- 
ico, South  America,  and  the  West  Indies — there 
to  contend,  wiihout  protection,  and  burdened  viuih 
coats  for  freight  and  other  charges,  with  the  rival 
articles  of  all  parts  of  the  world!  And  while  they 
do  this  abroad,  are  they  in  need  of  enormous  pro- 
tection from  high  duties,  and  prohibitory  duties, 
'  andprohibitory  minimums.athnme.'  Isthecotion, 
worn  at  home,  lo  pay  an  enormous  duty,  while 
it  is  worn  abroad  without  duly?  Is  the  fustian, 
which  ia  woi^  by  the  day  laborer  in  the  United 
States,  to  pa^  one  hundred  andforty-Jlpt  per  cent, 
duty,  when  it  can  go  abroad,  and  be  sold  to  the 
South  American  or  the  Asiatic  without  duty? 
And  so  o(  all  oilier  cotton  articles,  the  manufac- 
ture ofwhich  was  fully  established, as  Mr.  Tench 
Coxe  has  proved,  above  thirty  years  ago.  Our 
export  of  domestic  manufactures  is  now  greater 
than  that  of  any  agricultural  article,  cotton  only 
excepted.  It  is  greater  than  that  of  tobacco, 
flour,  salted  provisions!  And  while  this  is  the 
case,  can  manufactures  stand  in  need  of  enormous 
protection,  at  the  expense  of  these  articles? 

Manufacturing  industry  has  had,  and  still  has 
to  a  large  degree,  th'e  sympathies  of  the  western 
people.  It  rested  upon  arguments  which  went 
iiome  to  their  bosoms,  to  their  generosity,  and 
their  patriotism.  Will  you  not  protect  home  la- 
bor against  foreign?  Will  you  not  make  your 
country  independent  of  Europe  for  what  is  ne- 
eenary  to  independence  and  to  comfort  ?  Will 
you  not  be  independent  in  fact,  as  well  as  in 
oame?  The  brave  son  of  the  West  answers, 
Yes  !  and  shoulders  any  load  to  accomplish  the 
object.  But  the  time  is  come  for  him  to  see  that 
hie  generous  and  patriotic  feelings  have  been 
■ported  with — in  fact,  that  he  has  been  mostmagi- 
nificcntly  humbugged  and  bamboozled— that, in- 
stead of  providing  for  the  independence  of  his 
dear  country,  he  is  only  enriching  still  more  in- 
ordinately those  who  are  already  a  thousand  times 
more  prosperous  than  himself. 

Manufactures  are  in  no  need  of  the  enormous 
protection  which  the  act  of  1843 gives  them;  ihey 
need  but  little,  and  I  am  willing  lo  give  them  far 
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more  than  they  need.  I  am  ready  to  give  them 
the  protection  resulting  from  the  highest  revenue 
duty,  say  thirty  or  thirty-three  oncTone  third  per 
cent.,  which,  with  the  costs  and  charges,  and  the 
importing  merchant's  profit,  is  a  protection  of 
full  fifty  per  cent,  against  the  foreign  rival.'  A 
difference  of  fifty  per  cent,  is  half  the  battle,  and 
the  manufacturer  who  cannot  stand  his  ground 
with  that  difference  in  his  favor,  has  certainly 
mistaken  his  vocation. 

But  fifty  per  centum  protection  is  not  the  only 
protection  which  our  manufacturers  would  now 
enjoy;  they  now  have  the  advantage  of  the  same 
measure  of  values  which  is  used  in  other  coun- 
tries, and  which  will  enable  them  to  sell  in  the 
same  markets,  and  against  all  competitors.  We 
now  have  gold  and  silver  in  the  country,  the  true 
measure  of  all  values — the  only  standard  of  all 
prices — the  safe  protector  of  all  labor.  Since  the 
gold  bill  of  1834,  and  the  silver  bill  of  the  same 
year,  $130,000,000  of  gold  and  silver  have  been 
imported  into  the  United  Slates;  and  the  importa- 
tion still  continues,  and  can  be  carried  to  any 
amount  that  we  please.  Twenty-four^  million 
were  imported  last  year,  of  which,  $17,500,000 
were  in  gold.  Since  I  have  sat  in  this  chair — that 
is  to  say,  since  the  year  1830— $180,000,000  of 
silver,  and  $50,000,000  of  gold,  making  the  sum 
of  $230,000,000  of  bard  money,  have  been  im- 
ported into  our  country,  ofwhich,  $130,000,000, 
and  $40,000,000  of  it  gold,  now  remain.  This 
gives  a  hard-money  currency  to  the  country,  and 
that  currency  is  the  safe  and  steady  protector  of 
all  labor.  Manufactures  now  have  the  advantage 
of  this  currency,  worth  more  to  them  alone  than 
any  tariff  that  ever  Was  invented  in  extravagant 
paper-money  times.  Joined  to  incidental  protec- 
tion from  revenue  duties,  and  to  other  advantages 
resulting  from  position,  from  cheapness  of  provi- 
sions, lighttaxes,abundance  of  raw  materials,  free 
institutions,  and  above  all,  from  future  stability, 
and  it  fa  impossible  fur  them  to  do  otherwise  than 
well.  I  wish  them  to  do  well.  I  shall  endeavor 
to  make'them  do  well;  but  cannot  consent  to  sac- 
rifice other  great  interests  lo  their  exclusive  and 
inordinate  prosperity. 

Mr.  President,  I  have  thus  far  spoken  for  the 
whole  Union.  1  must  now  say  a  word  for  the 
great  West;  that  vast  region  so  fertile  and  so  pat- 
riotic, and  which  now  appears  with  twenty  Sen- 
ators and  near  one  hundred  Representatives  on  the 
floor  of  Congress.  This  great  region  is  agricul- 
tural; it  wants  foreign  trade.  Its  exports  are  to- 
bacco, flour,  grain,  beef,  pork,  bacon,  and  other 
productions  of  the  farm.  We  have  seen  how 
greatly  the  trade  in  all  ihese  articles  flourished 
under  the  low-duty  system,  and  how  sadly  it  has 
declined  and  sunk  away  under  the  system  of  high 
duties.  If  the  good  of  the  Union  required  this 
great  West  to  submit  still  lon<;;er  to  this  decline 
of  its  trade,  I  undertake  to  say  that  patriotism 
and  k>ve  of  the  Union  would  induce  it  to  submit; 
but  when  the  only  object  is  to  give  undue  advant- 
age toa  particular  interest;  to  enrich  inordinately 
one  overgrown  interest  at  the  expense  oTall  oth- 
ers, and  at  the  expense  of  the  harmony  of  the 
Union  besides;  when  this  is  the  case,  patriotism 
and  reason  forbid  the  sacrifice,  and  require  a  re- 
turn to  that  system  which  favors'  its  own  inter- 
ests without  being  injurious  to  any  other,  and 
under  which  the  whole  American  people,  so  far  as 
the  tariff  was  concerned,  was  a  family  of  brothers. 

Besides  the  articles  just  mentioned,  the  great 
West  has  others,  now  becoming  considerable — 
too  large  for  home  consumption — and  greaily  re- 
quiring the  oullet  of  a  foreign  market.  Hemp,  the 
product  of  many  western  States,  is  one  of  these 
articles;  it  is  already  beginning  to  go  to  Europe. 
It  has  been  shipped  from  New  York  and  New 
Orleans,  and  sold  in  Liverpool  at  a  saving  price. 
I^ead  is  another  of  these  articles.  It  is  the  prod- 
uct of  two  large  States,  and  of  two  Territories 
which  are  soon  to  become  large  States,  and  is  in- 
exhaustible in  quantity.  In  the  times  of  reckless 
banking  and  inflated  paper  currency,  a  tariff  of 
protection  was  demanded  for  the  home  consump- 
tion of  this  article ;  as  if  any  tariff  oould  protect 


individual  or  national  labor  from  the  depreciation* 
of  a  paper-money  currency  I  Since  gold  and  sil- 
ver have  become  the  currency  of  the  miners,  these 
same  people  export  lead  to  Europe  and  to  China; 
and  the  novel  export  is  increasing  with  a  rapidity 
unknown  in  the  history  of  any  article.  In  1839, 
the  quantity  exported  was  81 ,377  pounds;  in  1840, 
it  was  883,620;  in  1841,  it  was  3,177,000  pounds; 
in  1843,  it  was  14,553,357;  and  in  the  first  three 
quarters  of  1843,  which  is  as  late  as  the  accounts 
have  been  made  up,  it  was  no  less  than  15,000,000 
pounds.  This  is  an  immense  item  lo  be  added  lo 
western  exports.  Joined  to  the  exportation  of 
hemp,  and  it  gives  to  the  great  West  a  great  addi- 
tional interest  in  the  success  of  foreign  trade. 

Turning  to  myself,  and  to  my  own  conduct  in 
relation  to  the  tariff,  1  can  say  that  I  voted  for 
the  act  of  1824  cordially;  for  that  of  1828  reluct- 
antly; that  of  1833  with  more  satisfaction,  be- 
cause it  reduced  duties  on  many  necessaries, 
especially  on  coarse  woolens  and  coarse  blankets, 
which  it  brought  down  to  five  per  cent.;  that 
I  voted  against  the  compromise  act  because  I 
thought  the  horizontal  line  wrong  in  principle, 
and  for  other  reasons;  voted  against  the  act  of 
1843  because  I  really  believed  it  not  only  bad,  but 
the  worst  act  that  ever  has  been  passed  on  the 
subject.  Now  I  make  a  speech  in  favor  of  re- 
turning to  the  old  revenue  system  before  the  wa(. 
In  all  this  time  my  feelings  on  the  subject  have 
never  changed.  I  am  now,  and.  always  have 
been,  in  favor  of  manufacturing  industry,  as  well 
as  that  of  agriculture  and  commerce.  I  look  upon 
each  to  be  a  great  national  interest,  entitled  to  the 
'support  of  the  statesman.  In  their  degrees  of  rel- 
ative importanoe,  I  hold  agriculture,  which  fur- 
nishes the  meant  of  sobsistenee  to  man  and  beast, 
10  bo  the  first;  manufactures,  which  fashions  the 
crude  material  for  the  use  of  man,  I  hold  to  be 
the  second;  and  commerce,  which  exchanges  the 
superfluities  of  nations,  I  hold  to  be  the  third. 
But,  while  they  have  their  relative  degrees  of  im- 
portance, ihey  are  all  great  interests,  auxiliaries 
to  each  other,  and  never  lo  be  brought  imp  con- 
flict. My  feeling  with  respect  to  either  of  them 
is  not  changed;  but  twenty-four  years'  attention 
to  the  question  of  manufactures  has  increased 
my  stock  of  knowledge  on  thai  subject,  and  leaves 
me  with  the  full  conviction  that  the  incidental 
protection  which  we  contemplate,  and  the  other 
aids  mentioned,  will  be  an  ampl«  support  of  that 
greatand  meriloriousbranch  ofthe national  indus- 
try. When  the  high-duty  system  began,  all  de- 
clared it  was  to  be  temporary — it  was  only  to  con- 
tinue a  few  years,  until  manufactures  took  root. 
Now  they  are-  to  be  perpetual.  When  first  in- 
troduced, they  were  resisted  by  the  capitalists  of 
Massachusetts.  It  required  many  years  for  the 
politicians  to  seduce  them  into  the  new  system; 
but  they  did  it  at  last,  by  the  extravagant  boun- 
ties which  they  offered;  and  now,  with  their 
enormous  profits,  it  is  not  in  human  nature  for 
them  to  be  willing  to  relinquish  the  benefits  they 
enjoy.  With  their  twelve  and  fifteen  and  seven- 
teen per  cent,  of  half  yearly  dividends,  and  a  sur- 
filus  reinvested,  or  laid  by  for  division  in  the 
ump,  they  are  unwilling,  and  very  naturally,  to 
return  to  twelve,  or  fifteen,  or  seventeen  per  cent, 
per  annum. 

Let  there  be  no  panics — no  alarms.  The  hij^h- 
tariff  candidates  for  the  Presidency  and  the  Vice 
Presidency  were  defeated  in  1833;  the  bills  then  in- 
troduced in  the  House  of  Representatives  showed 
that  manufactures  had  nothing  to  fear  from  the 
issue  of  that  election;  that  discrimination  and  in- 
cidental protection  was  the  basis  of  Democratic 
policy;  and  that  every  interest  of  the  country 
would  be  duly  sustained.  The  same  now.  The 
success  of  the  Democracy  in  1844  will  be  auspi- 
cious 10  every  interest,  and  as  much  so  lo  manu- 
factures as  lo  any  other. 

Mr.  SIMMONS  next  obtained  the  floor;  but 
the  hour  of  adjournment  being  at  hand,  the  sub- 
ject was  passed  over  informally. 

LAND  CLAIMS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BARROW,  the  bill  for  ad- 
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Justine  land  claims  within  the  States  of  Louisi- 
ana, Mississippi,  Alabama,  and  Arkansas,  was 
taken  up,  the  question  pending  beinz  on  bis  mo- 
tion to  add  an  additional  section  to  the  bill. 

The  PRESIDINQ  OFFICER  staled  the  pend- 
ioe  question. 

Mr.  BARROW  withdrew  the  amendment. 

Mr.  McDUFFIG  moved  an  amendment  to  em- 
brace a  class  or  ^laims  growing  out  of  perfect 
Spanish' grants,  (such  as  the  Homo  case.) 
'  Mr.  JOHNSON  objected  to  this  amendment, 
as  identical  with  one  rejected  yesterday. 

Mr.  McDUPFIE  explained  that  he  had  made 
an  essential  difference,  providing  that  the  lines 
should  not  be  extended  beyond  those  actually 
made  by  the  surveyors. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  replied  at  considerable  length. 

The  subject  was  further  debated  by  Messrs. 
CRITTENDEN,  SEVIER,  and  HENDER- 
SON; after  which  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  BAYARD  moved  an  amendment,  which 
Mr.  McDUFFIE  approved;  but  Mr.  HENDER- 
SON objecting  to  it,  the  amendment  was  debated 
by  Messrs.  BAYARD,  BERRIEN,  and  JOHN- 
SON; and  finally  rejected. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

UNITED  STATKS  BUPRCMS  COURT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BERRIEN,  the  Senate  bill 
(No.  33)  was  taken  up,  being  a  bill  concerning 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 

The  bill  was  reported  with  an  amendment  from 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  considered 
lis  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  where  the  amend- 
ment was  adopted. 

•The  bill  was  reported  back  to  the  Senate,  and 
the  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

It  was  then  erdered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

WILLIAM  MACPHER80N. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BAYARD,  the  bill  for  the' 
relief  of  William  Macpherson  was  taken  up, 
considered,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tt;E>DAT,  Mimh  26,  1844. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  having  been  read, 

Mr.  CHAPPELL  rose  and  asked  for  a  cor- 
rection of  the  Journal  in  reference  to  a  vote  which 
he  had  ^iven  yesterday. 

The  Journal  was  corrected  accordingly,  and 
then  approved. 

Mr.  WELLER  said  he  believed  the  first  busi- 
ness in  order  woold  be  the  motion  made  yester- 
day, by  the  gentleman  from  Maine,  [Mr.  Ham- 
lin,] to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  amend- 
ment ofifered  by  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  was 
rejected. 

The  SPEAKER  observed  that  that  was  the 
question  now  before  the  House. 

Mr.  WELLER  said  there  seemed  to  be  a  dif- 
ference of  opinion  as  to  whether  the  language  at- 
tributed to  Mr.  Clay  in  that  amendment,  was  the 
language  of  that  gentleman  or  not;  and  in  order 
to  give  lime  to  examine  it,  and  that  ihey  might 
in  the  mean  time  go  on  with  the  public  business, 
he  moved  to  postpone  the  further  consideration 
of  the  subject  until  next  Monday  week. 

Mr.  HARALSON  said  he  believed  there  was  a 
motion  now  pending  to  lay  the  motion  for  recon- 
sideration on  the  table;  if  not,  he  would  move  to 
lay  (he  whole  subject  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WHITE  said,  if  the  question  was  to  be 
taken  on  the  motion  to  postpone,  he  asked  a  call 
of  the  House;  and  upon  that  motion  he  asked  fur 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  SPEAKER  observed,  that  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Chair,  a  call  of  the  House  would  not  now 
be  in  order,  the  previous  question  having  been 
demanded,  and  the  main  question  ordered. 

Mr.  WHITE  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  motion  to  postpone. 

The  yeas>  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  WHITE  suggested  a  point  of  order,  that 
the  motion  to  postpone  was  not  in  order,  as  the 
House  had  resolved,  by  solemn  vote,  that  the 
main  question  should  be  taken. 

The  SPEAKER  coincided  in  this  opinion. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  called  the  attention  of  the  Chair 


to  another  point.  Whether  this  subject  properly 
came  up  this  morning  in  preference  to  other  ousi- 
ness?  Whether  the  motion  for  reconsideration, 
though  a  privileged  qjiestion,  was  not  limited  to 
the  day  on  which  it  was  made.' 

The  SPEAKER  observed  that  a  privileged 
question  always  took  precedence  over  other  busi- 
ness. 

Mr.  WELLER  inquired  of  the  Chair  whether, 
if  the  motion  to  reconsider  should  be  adopted,  a 
motion  to  postpone  would  then  be  in  order? 

The  SPE  A  KER  remarked  that,  under  the  oper- 
ation of  the  previous  question,  no  motion  to  post- 
pone was  admissible. 

Mr.  HOLMES  inquired  of  theSpeakerwhether, 
if  the  subject  were  postponed,  an  act  of  injustice 
would  not  be  done,  inasmuch  as  the  resolution 
passed  yesterday  would  not  go  forth  to  the  world 
as  the  sentiments  of 

Mr.  HOLMES  was  called  to  order. 

After  some.furlher  consideration  on  a  point  of 
order,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded  on  the 
question  of  laying  on  the  table  the  motion  for  re- 
consideration, and  were  ordered ;  and  being  takei) , 
resulted — yeas  22,  nays  130. 
.  So  the  motion  for  reconsideration  was  not  laid 
on  the  table. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  for 
reconsideration;  and  decided  in  the  affirmative — 
yeas  102,  nays  70. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  main  question  was  ordered. 

Mr.  WHITE  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered. 

On  taking  thequestion,  the  vote  was — yeas  108, 
nays  66. 

Mr.  WELLER  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
vote  by  which  the  House  seconded  the  demand 
for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  WHITE  rose  to  a  point  of  «rder;  and 
after  a  debate  of  a  conversational  character,  be- 
tween that  gentleman,  the  SPEAKER,  and  Mr. 
DROMGOOLE,  the  point  of  order  was  over- 
ruled. 

Some  further  conversation  ensued,  in  which 
Mr.  COBB,  Mr.  KENNEDY  of  Maryland,  and 
others,  took  part,  and  the  question  recurred  on 
reconsidering  the  vote  by  which  the  House  sec- 
onded the  demand  for  the  previous  question. 

Tellers  were  demanded,  but  they  were  not  or- 
dered . 

Mr.  WHITE  moved  to  reconsider  the  vole 
by  which  the  main  questian  was  ordered  to  be 
taken. 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that  the  motion  was 
not  in  order. 

Mr.  WHITE  said  his  motion  was  to  recon- 
sider a  vote  by  which  a  proposition  was  carried. 
Did  the  Chair  decide  that  his  motion  waa  not  in 
order  ? 

The  SPEAKER  said  such  was  the  decision  of 
the  Chair.  The  question  now  was  upon  ordering, 
the  main  question  upon  the  original  proposition. 
This  was  not  a  day  for  the  consideration  of  reso- 
lutions; and  the  House  have  adjourned  under  a 
call  for  the  previous  question,  the  subject  must 
go  over  until  it  came  up  in  its  order. 

Mr.  WHITE.  The  question  now  stand*  on 
the  demand  for  the  main  question^ 

The  SPEAKER.  It  does  when  the  subject 
comes  before  the  House  in  its  order.  At  present, 
the  subject  goes  over. 

Mr.  WHITE  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the 
Chair.  He  contended  that,  inasmuch  as  the  pre- 
vious question  had  been  demanded  and  seconded 
yesteruay,  the  subject  did  not  go  over,  but  came 
up  as  the  unfinished  business,  and  must  first  be 
disposed  of.  • 

The  question  on  (he  appeal  was  put,  and  the 
decision  of  the  Chair  was  sustained  by  the  House. 

PBRSONAt,  EXPLANATIONS. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Indiana,  asked  the  indul- 
gence of  the  House  to  permit  him  to  make  an  ex- 
planation. 

Mr.  WHITE  said  he  hoped  the  gentleman 
would  be  indulged;  if  the  gentleman  had  inad- 
verlently  been  Ted  into  an  error,  it  was  due  to 
him  that  he  should  have  an  opportunity  to  ex- 
plain; but  he  also  thought  it  would  be  but  just 
that  the  same  indulgence  should  be  extended  to 
himself,  for  the  purpose  of  replying. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  said  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  had  made  a  most  extraordinary  prop- 


osition. A  gentleman  rises,  and  asks  to  be  per. 
milled  to  make  an  explanation  personal  tu  himwlf 
and  the  gentleman  from  Keiitucliy  proposei— J 

Mr.  SCHENCK  colled  the  genUetnon  from  Vir- 
ginia [Mr.  Dromooole]  to  order. 

Mr.  DRO.MGOOLEsaid  that  he  wbs  not  swart     ' 
that  any  motion  had  been  made  to  tug|ieiid  Iht 
rules,  and  he  was  therefore  not  out  of  order. 

Mr.  HARALSON  said  if  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  was  lo  be  permitted  to  explain,  he  wanted 
also  to  make  an  explanation.  He  had  made  one, 
he  said,  yesterday,  but  the  reporters  had  not  no- 
ticed it. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Indiana,  said  he  would  not 
insist  upon  a  suspension  of  the  rules  in  a  matter 
that  was  wholly  personal  to  himself. 

Mr.  HOLMES  said  if  the  gentleman  declined 
to  move  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  he  would  make 
that  motion;  for  he  thouglil  it  was  due  to  the 
gentleman,  to  the  House,  and  to  the  country,  tbtl 
he  should  have  an  opportunity  lo  make  the  ex- 
planation. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded  on  the  mo- 
tion to  suspend  the  rules,  and  ordered;  and  being 
taken,  resulted — yeas  117,  nays  49. 

So  ine  rules  were  suspended. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Indiana,  said  he  thanked  the 
House  for  the  indulgence  ihe^  had  ^iven  him  to 
make  an  explanation  personal  to  himself;  and, 
under  their  indulgence,  he  pledged  himself  not  to 
trespass  long  upon  their  patience,  but  to  confine 
himself  to  the  question,  and  not  travel  out  of  the 
record.  When  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
yesterday  offered  his  resolution,  which  conuuned 
extracts  from  theletterof  General  Jackson  to  Dr. 
Coleman,  of  North  Carolina,  believing  it  lo  be 
unfair  lo  hold  any  party  in  politics  lo  the  opin- 
ions expressed  by  distinguished  men  of  thatpsrty 
upon  mere  abstract  questions,  ht  copied  the  amenii- 
ment,  purporting  to  be  an  extract  from  the  speech 
of  Mr.  Clay,  made  at  the  extra  session  of  Con- 
gress, in  which  Mr.  Clay  is  represented  ss  say- 
ing, "  Carry  out  Ike  pfineipUt  oj  tht  compmsuM  ad. 
Look  lo  revenue  alone  for  Ihe  support  of  Ike  Gottrs- 
ment.  Do  not  raise  tke  question  <if  protection  wUek 
I  had  hoped  had  been  put  to  rest.  There  it  noaecei- 
sity  for  protection" — from  the  Ohio  Siatesmso,  s 
paper  published  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  whow 
editor  (Colonel  Medary)  he  believed  lo  be  an 
honorable  man. 

He  knew  the  resolution  contained,  if  not  tht 
precise  language,  at  least  the  sentiments  oft  re- 

geated  by  Mr.  Clay;  and  the  same  article  in  the' 
talesman,  from  which  he  made  the  quotatioii, 
eontaine3  extracts  from  the  letter  of  Mr.  Chy  to 
Branham  and  Bledsoe,  of  Eatonville,  Geonis, 
dated  July  28, 1843;  his  letter  to  Mr.  Merriwelher, 
of  Georgia,  dated  October  2, 1843;  also,  hit  leiier 
(o  F.  S.  Bronson,  of  Georgia,  dated  October  13, 
1843;  and  several  other  letters,  which  he  knevto 
be  genuine;  in  all  of  which  he  took  strong  ground 
in  tavor  of  low  duties,  and  of  adhering  to  (be  prin- 
ciples of  the  compromise  act.  He  was  frank,  to 
admit  that  he  had  not  been  able  to  find  the  exact 
language  used  in  the  quotation  in  any  printed 
speech  of  Mr.  Clay;  yet  he  was  still  inchnedto 
believe  that  it  was  genuine.and  that  such  a  speech 
hod  been  made.  He  had  written  to  the  tailor; 
and  hoped,  in  due  season,  lo  obtain  such  inform- 
ation as  would  enable  him  to  find  it. 

In  a  speech  which  Mr.  Clay  made  in  Maichi 
1842,  he  uses  the  following  language: 

"  Let  me  not  be  miiundergtood,  aud  lei  me  enireit  Iku 
1  may  not  be  miiircpresented.  I  urn  not  advikcaiing  the  re- 
newal of  a  high  protective  policy.  I  am  for  nbiding  hfii» 
principles  of  the  coropromldc  act ;  I  am  for  Aonf  what  no 
souilierii  man  of  &  fair  or  csiidid  mind  hw  ever  yet  ^'J* 
—giving  to  the  cuuiitrjr  a  revenue  which  m*j  pronoe  w 
the  ecimoinicnl  wants  of  the  GoveriiDicnt,  and,  at  the  «» 
Ume,  give  an  incidental  protection  to  our  bone  iadasfT- 

Mr.  B.  said  he  was  further  prepared,  by  evi- 
dence, to  prove  that  Mr.  Clay,  at  this  lime, en- 
tertained such  sentiments;  and,  with  the  indul- 
gence of  the  House,  he  would  read  some  extiaW* 
from  Mr.  Clay '4  recent  letters  and  speeches,  the 
authenticity  of  which  no  gentleman  would  doubt. 

Mr.  B.-  commenced  reading  an  extract  from  t 
speech  recently  made  by  Mr.  Clay,  at  Columbui, 
Georgia. 

Mr.  WHITE  objected,  and  said  he  most  con- 
fine the  gentleman  from  Indiana  to  the  record. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Indiana,  said,  very  well.  " 
the  gentleman  objected,  he  would  not  persist  !■ 
reatling;  but  would  give  the  gentleman  and  IM 
House  notice  thai  he  would,  upon  some  proper 
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occasion  during  the  present  session  of  Congress, 

frire  his  riews  in  full  upon  this  question;  when 
le  would  be  able  clearly  to  show  (hat,  to  the 
South,  Mr.  Clay  always  declared  himself  in  favor 
of  the  compromise  act  end  low  duties,  whatever 
his  opinions  may  have  been  in  other  quarters. 
He  would,  therefore,  not  further '  trespass  upon 
the  patience  of  the  House,  but  thank  them  for  the 
kinuness  extended  to  him  by  the  House  to  enable 
him  to  make  this  explanation. 

Mr.  WELLER  moved  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  for  the  purpose  of  proceeding 
with  the  public  buaineas.  -We  have  bad  enough 
of  this  business. 

Mr.  WHITE  said  he  appealed  to  tl^  magna- 
nimity of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  to  allow  nim 
to  make  an  explanation.  The  House  had  in- 
dulged the  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Brown] 
to  make  an  explanation,  and  he  had  reiterated  hi* 
assertions  of  yesterday. 

Mr.  RATHBUN  inquired  if  there  was  any 
question  before  the  House.' 

The  SPEAKER  asked  if  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  withdrew  his  motion? 
_  Mr.  WELLER  said  that  there  was  not  a  gen- 
tleman on  that  side  of  the  House  to  whom  he 
would  sooner  extend  an  act  of  courtesy  than  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky;  but  his  anxiety  to 

Erogreas  with  the  business  of  the  House  forbade 
im  to  withdraw  his  motion.  If  the  matter  per- 
sonally concerned  the  gentleman,  or  affected  his 
honor,  he  would  not  hesitate  to  withdraw  the 
motion. 

Mr.  WHITE  said  that  it  was  a  matter  personal 
to  himself,  affecting  his  honor  as  a  gentleman; 
and  he  hoped  the  House'  would  indulge  him  in 
making  an  explanation. 
Mr.  WELLER  then  withdrew  his  motion. 
The  SPEAKER  said  that  if  no  objections  were 
made,  the  gentleman  could  make  his  desired  ex- 
planation. 

Mr.  HUNT,  of  New  York,  moved  that  the 
rules  be  suspended  to  allow  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  to  proceed  with  his  explanation. 

Mr.  HARALSON  said  they  had  better  sus- 
pend debate  for  the  purpose  of  going  to  busi- 
ness. 

A  Aer  some  conversation,  the  question  was  taken 
on  Mr.  Hdnt's  motion,  and  carried. 

Mr.  ^THITE,  after  thanking  the  House  for 
the  courtesy  extended  to  him,  stated  that,  in  the 
appeal  h«  made  to  the  House,  he  felt  that  his 
honor  a*  a  gentleman,  and  character  as  a  man, 
was  involved;  and  that  it  was  due  to  himself  to 
prove  the  truth  of  the  assertion  he  made  yes- 
terday— that  Mr.  Clay  never  used  the  language 
imputed  to  him  in  the  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Indiana.     It  would  be  recollected  by 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  BhowN,]  that 
the  moment  he  offered  his  amendment,  he  (Mr. 
W.)  went  to  him  and  stated  that  Mr.  Clay  never 
aaed  the  language  there  imputed  to  him.    He 
averred ,  without  reservation ,  that  Mr.  Clay,  from 
the  day  he  first  entered  Congress  to  the  last,  never 
used  any  such  language,  and  that  the  report  frogi 
which  the  gentleman  had  taken  it  was  a  forgery. 
In  saying  this,  be  did  not  mean  to  impute,  m  the 
remotest  degree,  anything  dishonorable  to  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana.     He  was  satisfied  that 
the  gentleman  believed  the  report  to  be  genuine, 
or  he  never  would  have  used  it.   He  himself  saw 
the  B^me 'thing,  word  for  word,  and  letter  for  let- 
ter, in  one  of  the  western  papers.    No  doubt  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana  was  deceived  and  led  into 
error  through   his  confidence   in   a  newapaper 
agreeing  Willi  him  in  political  sentiments.    But 
he  assured  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  and  the 
House,  that,  from  his  knowledge  of  the  man,  he 
entertained  the  solemn  conviction  that  Mr.  Clajr 
never  could  have  used  any  such  language,  for  it 
would  have  been  inconsistent  with  his  character 
and  with  his  whole  political  |jfe;  and  he  had, 
therefore,  no  hesitation  in  pronouncing  the  paper 
a  forgery.    Now,  he  would  call  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  the  speeches  of  Mr.  Clay  in  1841. 
Mr.  POTTER,  of  .Ohio,  rose  to  a  question  of 
order.     The  rules  had  been  suspended  to  allow 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  to  make  an  expla- 
nation personal  to  himself;  but  he  was  now  going 
on  to  make  an  expltnation  personal  to  Mr.  Clay. 
He  understood,  also,  that  the  gentleman,  so  far 
as  he  had  made  an  explanation  personal  to  him- 
self, refei'red  to  a  private  conversation  between 


himself  and  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  which 
did  not,  as  he  conceived,  concern  the  House. 
Now,  whether  the  suspension  of  the  rules,  to  al- 
low the  gentleman  to  make  a  personal  explana- 
tion, authorized  him  to  go  into  private  conversa- 
tions with  the  members,  and  into  the  political 
course  of  Mr.  Clayr,  he  left  the  Chair  to  decide. 

Mr.  WHITE  said  that  he  had  pronounced  the 
paper  to  be  a'  forgery,  and  pledged  himself  to 
prove  it  was  so;  aiid  he  should  stand  condemned 
before  Ihe  House  and  the  country  if  he  did  not, 
to  the  satisfaction  of  eveiV  honorable  mind 

Mr.  KING,  of  New  York,  desired  to  under- 
stand from  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  whether 
Mr.  Clay  was  opposed  to  the  principles  of  the 
compromise  act  ? 

Mr.  WHITE  said  not  at  all;  he  would  explain 
to  the  gentleman  Mr.  Clay's  sentiments  on  that 
subject. 

The  SPEAKER  gave  his  decision  on  the  ques- 
tion of  order  raised  by  Mr.  Potter.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky  was  allowed  to  make  an 
explanation  personal  to  himself;  but  he  could  not 
think  it  proper  for  him  to  go  into  Mr.  Clay's 
speeches. 

Mr.  STEENROD  hoped  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  would  allow  nim  to  ask  him  a  ques- 
tion. When  he  slated  that  he  had  examined  Mr. 
Clay's  speeches,  and  found  nothing  in  them  like 
the  language  of  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana,  did  he  mean  to  say  that  Mr.  Clay 
h(u)  never  expressed  himself  in  favor  of  main- 
taining the  principles  of  the  compromise  act? 

Mr.  WHITE  said  that  he  did  not.  The  gen- 
tleman would  see  the  dilemma  he  was  in.  The 
gentleman  from  Indiana,  notwithstanding  hi* 
averment,  had  repeated  thaf  he  still  believed  that 
Mr.  Clay  used  the  language  imputed  to  him;  and 
his  object  was  to  *how,  from  Mr.  Clay's  speeches 
about  that  Time,  that  his  langoage  was  of  a  dif- 
ferent character.  This  he  was  proceeding  to  do, 
when  he  was  interrupted. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Indiana,  hoped  the  gentle- 
man would  allow  him  to  make  one  suggestion. 
The  gentleman  did  come  to  him  yesterday,  and 
did  tell  him  that  the  language  of  his  resolution 
was  not  used  by  Mr.  Clay;  but  he  had  the  au- 
thority of  a  paper  of  high  standing,  and  it  was 
not  to  be  presumed  that  toe  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky could  know  all  that  Mr.  Clay  had  said, 
and  all  that  he  had  not  said.  In  his  explanation, 
therefore,  he  could  not  have  intended  to  impute 
anything  dishonorable  to  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky ,  or  to  convey  the  idea  that  he  had  said 
anything  that  he  did  not  honestly  believe. 

Mr.  WHITE  replied  that  he  so  understood 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana;  but  though  he  made 
the  averment  that  Mr.  Clay  had  never  used  any 
such  language,  yet  it  was  not  satikfactory  to  the 
gentleman  who  contends  that  Mr.  Clay  has  used 
mnguage  similar  to  it.  So  it  was  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  [Mr.  Stecnrod,]  and  other 
gentlemen  round  him;  and  he  therefore  hoped 
the  House  would  indulge  him  in  making  a  full 
explanation.  He  was  not  going  into  all  Mr. 
Clay's  speeches.  He  would  confine  himself  to 
the  naked  issue  before  the  House,  and  would  call 
theirattention  only  to  what  Mr.  Clay  said  in  I84I. 
Mr.  W.  read  an  extract  from  one  of  Mr.  Clay's 
speeches  in  1841,  in  which  he  said  "  it  was  the 
duty  of  all  nations  to  protect  their  manufactures 
to  such  an  extent  as  was  necessary  to  Ceepthem 
in  a  flourishing  condition."  This  remark  was 
made  on  the  very  day  that  this  forged  extract 
purports  to  have  been  delivered.  Mr.  W.  made 
some  further  extracts  from  Mr.  Clay's  speeches, 
when 

Mr.  HENLEY  rose  to  a  point  of  order. 

Mr.  WHITE  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Indi- 
ana, after  doubting  the  averment  he  made  yester- 
day, would  allow  him  to  go  on  and  show  the 
truth  of  it. 

Mr.  HENLEY  said  that  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  had  now  read  three  or  four  extracts 
from  Mr.  Clay's  speeches,  when  he  obtained  the 
floor  by  the  courtesy  of  the  House  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  a  personal  explanation.  His  col- 
league had  read  but  a  single  extract  from  the 
speech  of  Mr.  Clay;  and,  in  order  to  avoid  abus- 
ing the  courtesy  of  the  House,  had  closed  his 
remarks,  proposing  at  another  time  to  establish 
the  correctness  of  nis  position.  The  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  had  had  a  similar  favor  extended 
to  him,  and  was  now  proceeding  to  make  a  speech 


in  defense  of  Mr.  Clay's  character  and  honor,  in 
violation  of  the  courtesy  extended  to  him  by  the 
House,  under  the  pretense  that  he  was  defending 
his  own  honor.  If  the  gentleman  was  allowed  to 
read  extracts  as  a  personal  matter,  he  hoped  the 
sam^ indulgence  would  be  extended  to  him;  for 
he  it  was  who  had  expressed  doubts  of  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  gentleman's  information,  and  the 
matter  was  equally  personal  to  him. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  had  staled  that  his  veracity  was  called 
in  question,  and  desired  leave  to  make  an  expla- 
nation,which  had  been  granted  him  by  the  House. 
It  was  to  be  presumed,  therefore,  that  he  ought 
to  be  allowed  to  bring  forward  such  circumstances 
as  would  go  to  show  the  correctness  of  his  state- 
ment. 

Mr.  HENLEY  said,  very  well;  he  should  ex- 
pect the  same  indulgence  from  the  House. 

Mr.  WHITE  said  he  would  be  the  last  man 
to  attempt  to  close  this  debate.  When  the  truth 
was  at  issue,  he  hoped  there  was  not  a  member 
on  that  floor  so  destitute  of  courtesy  as  to  refuse 
the  privilege  of  an  explanation. 

When  he  said  to  the  gentleman  from  Indiana, 
[Mr.  Henlet,]  yesterday,  that  the  language  im- 
puted to  Mr.  Clay  was  a  forgery,  and  that  he 
could  not  establish-  its  truth,  the  gentleman  said 
that  he  could;  and  they  were,  therefore,  at  issue. 
The  gentleman  had  been,  no  doubt,  since  then, 
searching,  with  a  keen  eye,  for  proof,  but  had 
found  nnihing  to  bear  him  out. 

Mr.  HENLEY  said  that  he  had;  and  that  he 
could  snow  that  the  amendment  offered  by  his 
colleague  contained  the  sentimenls  of  Mr.  Clay 
as  expressed  by  him,  though  not,  perhaps,  in  the 
exact  lancruage  he  used. 

Mr.  WHITE  said  that  the  gentleman  might 
have  found  something  like  it  in  different  sen- 
tences, but  he  could  never  get  it  in  a  single  par- 
agraph, 

Mr.  HENLEY  said  that  he  had  no  doubt  that 
Mr.  Clay  had  expressed  the  sentiment  contained 
in  the  resolution  of  his  colleague,  and  at  a  proper 
time  he  would  show  that  he  did  say  the  same 
thing  in  substance,  though  he  might  not  have 
used  the  precise  words  that  were  given  in  the 
resolution.  Mr.  Clay  had  expressea  similar  sen- 
timents in  his  speech  on  the  compromise  act;  and, 
from'that  time  to  this,  on  various  occasions. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  hoped  his  colleague  would 
allow  him  lo  ask  him  a  question.  He  wished  to 
inquire  of  him,  whether  Mr.  Clay  did  not,  in  a 
letter  to  a  gentleman  in  the  South,  use  the  lan- 
guage contained  in  the  paper  which  he'held  in 
nis  hand?  Mr.  C.  banded  up  the  paper  to  be 
read  by  the  Clerk. 

Mr.  WHITE  said  that  he  could  not  answer  the 
gentleman's  question;  his  explanation  was  not 
allowed  him  for  any  such  purpose. 

Several  gentlemen  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
paper. 

The  Clerk  commenced  reading,  when  he  was 
interrupted  by  Mr.  W.,  who  said  he  could  not 
give  way  to  the  gentleman. 

Several  gentlemen  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
paper. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  had  yielded  the  floor  to  allow  his  col- 
league [Mr.  Caldwell]  lo  put  a  question  to  him, 
and  the  House  therefore  bad  a  right  to  know 
what  that  question  was. 

The  Clerk  then  read  the  extract,  as  follows: 

"  There  i»  no  necemity  of  proieclion  for  proiecUon's 
sake.    The  comprnmise  must  Iw  adhered  to.** 

Mr.  WHITE  said  he  was  thankful  to  his  col- 
league [Mr.  Caldwell]  for  calling  his  attention 
to  that  matter;  but  if  the  gentleman  had  waited 
until'he  had  read  the  nextquotation,  to  which  he 
was  about  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House,  that 
gentleman  would  have  seen  an  answer  to  his  ques- 
tion anticipated.  He  then  continued  his  (quota- 
tions from  Mr.  Clay's  speeches,  delivered  in  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States,  at  the  extra  session 
of  I84I,  that  Mr.  Clay's  views  and  opinions 
might  be  dialinctly  understood.  He  solemnly 
averred  that  Mr.  Clay's  language  on  all  occasions 
had  repudiated  thedoctrinesendsentiments  which 
the  pretended  extract  set  forth — an  extract  which 
he  declared  to  be  a  forgery. 

He  then  quoted  Mr.  Clay's  Hanover  speech, 
which,  he  said,  corroborated  the  assertion  that 
the  extract  brought  before  the  House  was  a 
forgery. 
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Mr.  BIDLACK  asked  a  question  which  was 
not  distinctly  heard. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  hoped  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  would  be  allowed  to  go  on. 

Mr.  WELJvER  said  he  was  compelled  to  call 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  to  order.  I^e  had 
given  his  assent  to  the  motion  permitting  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky  making  an  explanation  on 
the  understanding  that  the  explanation  was  per- 
sonal, and  on  a  subject  afiecting  the  gentleman's 
honor,  which  be  was  desirous  to  vindicate;  but 
he  would  now  appeal  to  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
lucky  whether  he  did  not  himself  think  he  was 
going  beyond  the  bounds  of  order  ? 

Mr.  WHITE  explained,  and  was  understood 
to  say  he  was  proceeding  to  purge  himself  of  an- 
Bccuaation  of  falsehood,  and  that  bis  honor  was 
involved  in  this  matter. 

Mr.  WELLER  said  that  if  he  understood  the 
averment,  the  gentleman  fk-om  Kentucky  was  al- 
luding to  private  conversations  which  were  not 
before  either  the  House  or  the  country. 

Mr.  WHITE  hoped  he  should  be  indulged  for 
a  few  minutes.  He  then  went  on  and  read  an 
extract  from  a  speech  made  by  Mr.  Clay,  as  was 
understood,  in  1842,  on  the  subject  of  protection 
and  the  eoippromise  act,  and  was  proceeding  to 
comment  thereon,  when 

Mr.  HALE  called  him  to  order.  He  said  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  instead  of  giving  them 
a  personal  explanation,  was  going  into  a  disser- 
tation of  Mr.  Clay's  speeches;  this 'was  not  in 
order,  and  he  therefore  called  upon  the  Chair  for 
a  decision. 

The  SPEAKER  was  understood  to  say  that 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  was  not  in  order. 

Mr.  HALE  then  called  for  an  enforcement  of 
the  rule  which  required  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky to  take  his  seat  unless  permitted  to  proceed 
in  order  by  the  decision  of  the  House.  - 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  said  the  rules  were  sus- 
pended to  allow  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  to 
make  an  explanation  to  relieve  his  character;  and 
.in  doing  so,  it  seemed  to  him  that  the  House  left 
it  to  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  to  decide  upon 
the  course  he  should  pursue,  for  he  was  the  prop- 
er judge  of  what  was  necessary  to  the  vindication 
of  bis  character;  and  for  the  House  to  decide 
otherwise  was  to  throw  an  imputation  on  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky.  He,  however,  would  now 
move  that  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  be  per- 
mitted to  proceed  in  order. 

Mr.  HUNT  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  and 
being  ordered,  they  resulted — yeas  91,  nays  58. 

So  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  was  allowed 
to  proceed  in  order. 

Mr.  WHITE  observed  that  if  he  had  been  al- 
lowed to  proceed  without  interruption,  he  would 
have  finished  by  this  time;  and  he  now  signified 
his  intention  to  close  with  very  few  additional 
remarks  in  his  own  vindication.  Without  tres- 
passing on  the  patience  of  the  House,  he  would 
merely  call  their  attention  to  a  very  short  extract 
from  a  speech  of  Mr.  Clay,  applicable  to  this 
very  subject.  [Mr.  W.  read  anextractfrom  Mr. 
Clay's  farewell  speech  in  the  Senate,  where  he 
declared  himself  ravorable  to  incidental  protection 
arising  from  a  tariff  for  revenue.]  Mr.  W.  de- 
clared his  belief  that  the  language  attributed  to 
Mr.  Clay  in  the  amendment  moved  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana  was  never  used  by  him,  but 
had  been  falsely  imputed  to  him  by  some  letter- 
writer  in  the  neWspaper  from  which  the  gentleman 
had  extracted  it.  Mr.  W.  was  proceeding  to  com- 
ment upon  the  opinions  of  Mr.  Clay,  when 

Mr.  RATHBUN  rose,  and  inquired  of  the 
Chair  whether  the  gentleman  was  in  order? 

The  SPEAKER  observed  thiit  the  course  of 
remark  pursued  by  the  gentleman  was  very  far 
beyond  what,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Chair,  the 
gentleman  was  authorized  to  indulge  in. 

Mr.  WHITE  said  he  did  not  propose  to  go 
any  further;  and,  but  for  the  interruption  of  the 
^ntleman  from  New  York,  he  would,  by  this 
time,  have  concluded. 

SECOND  RRGIHENT  OF  DRAGOONS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.wC.  JOHNSON,  the  House 
resolved  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  tlie  Union,  (Mr.  C.  Johnson  in  the 
chair,)  and  took  up  for  consideration  bill  No.  59, 
which  repeals  so  much  of  the  act  approved  Au- 
gust, 1842,  as  required  the  second  regiment  of 
dragoons  to  be  converted  into  a  rifle  regiment. 


Mr.  McKAY  moved  to  postpone  the  consider- 
ation of  this  bill,  and  to  take  up  the  Army  ap- 
propriation bill. 

Upon  this  motion,  the  vote  was  taken  by  tellers, 
and  stood  thus — ayes  29,  noes  53. 

No  quorum  voting, 

Mr.  ADAMS  suggested  that  the  committee  rise 
and  report  this  fact,  with  a  view  to  having  a  call 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  M:KAY,  however,  withdrew  his  motion; 
and  the  consideration  of  the  bill  was  proceeded 
with;  the  pending  question  being  the  amendment 
offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
[Mr.  Adams,]  to  strike  out  the  whole  bill,  and 
insert  the  following:  "'  From  and  after  the  1st  day 
of  July  next,  the  second  regiment  of  dragoons 
shall  be  disbanded." 

Mr.  ADAMS  remarked  that  bis  object  was 
merely  to  test  the  principle — to  ascertain  whether 
the  House  were  disposed  to  remount  or  to  dis- 
band this  regiment. 

Mr.  CROSS  said  he  could  not  excuse  himself 
to  his  constituents,  if  he  were  not  to  trespass  for 
a  few  moments  on  the  attention  of  the  committee 
upon  so  important  a  question  to  them  as  that  of 
keeping  up  a  force  in  their  neighborhood  to  pro- 
tect them  against  the  incursions  of  the  Indians. 
He  contended  that  a  force  was  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  be  kept  up  upon  the  western  frontiers; 
and  as  a  mounted  force  was  much  more  efficient 
than  infantry,  and  could  be  more  expeditiously 
triuisferred  from  one  post  to  another,  such  force 
was  to  be  preferred.  There  were  upwards  of  sixty 
thousand  Indians  along  that  frontier,  and  a  mili- 
tary force  of  only  five  hundred  men.  This  Gov- 
ernment was  not  only  under  an  obligation  to  pro- 
tect our  citizens,  but  they  were  under  treaty 
stipulations  to  preserve  peace  among  the  various 
Indian  tribes.  The  trade  of  that  quarter  was  rap- 
idly increasing;  and  it  wiu  necessary'that  protec- 
tion should  be  afforded  to  it. 

Mr.  JAMESON  said  he  would  state,  for  the 
information  of  the  House,  that  there  were  two 
thousand  two  hundred  miles  of  frontier  where 
there  was  no  natural  barrier  between  the  whites 
and  the  Indians,  and  that  to  guard  this  frontier 
there  were  but  two  thousand  two  hundred,  and 
forty  seven  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  United 
States  Army.  It  would  be  recollected  that  it  had 
been  the  policy  of  this  Government,  for  many 
years  back,  to  remove  the  Indians  from  the  sev- 
eral States  west  of  the  Mississippi  on  this  fron- 
tier, and  there  were  at  this  time,  as  estimated  by 
Greneral  Scott,  not  less  than  fifty  thousand  war- 
riors within  striking  distance  of  the  settlements. 
This  fact,  the  general  said,  was  a  strong  reason 
why  infantrji  would  not  be  soefficientas  cavalry 
on  that  frontier. 

It  was  also  stated  by  General  Scott  that  there 
were  but  two  skeleton  regiments  of  infantry  to 
keep  these  fifty  thousand  warriors  in  check.  The 
importance  of  cavalry  on  that  frontier  had  also 
been  urged  by  General  Jesup  and  several  other 
officers  of  the  Army.  Taking  into  consideration 
the  fact  that  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  had  not  reported  a  single 
appropriation  for  fortification  on  this  whole  line 
of  frontier,  and  taking  Into  consideration  the  num- 
ber of  warlike  Indians  on  nur  borders,  it  did  seem 
to  him  that  the  House  would  see  the  necessity 
of  making  the  change  contemplated  by  the  bill 
before  them.  It  was  not  pretended  that  two  regi- 
ments would  be  sufficient  to  keep  this  number 
of  warlike  Indians  in  check,  but  they  would  be 
useful  in  restraining  any  sudden  movements,  and 
by  watching  their  movements,  afford  time  to  col- 
lect a  sufficient  force  to  repel  them  when  neces- 
sary. Here  Mr.  J.  gave  a  description  of  the  line 
of  frontier,  and  its  defenseless  posKion.  He  then 
went  on  to  say,  that  instead  of  these  Indians  being 
civilized,  as  some  gentlemen  stated,  on  probably 
two  hundred  miles  of  this  frontier  the  Indians 
were  as  wild  and  as  uncivilized  as  those  beyond 
the  Rocky  Mountains.  He  then  spoke  of  the 
Indian  mode  of  warfare;  their  sudden  attacks  and 
predatory  inroads,  and  the  impossibility  of  over- 
taking and  chastising  them,  with  infantry  only. 
In  one  instance  that  he  knew  of,  a  predatory  band 
crossed  the  frontier,  and  committed  several  mur- 
ders, and  being  well  mounted,  escaped,  without 
its  ever  being  knownr  what  tribe  it  was. 

Mr.  J.,  in  conclusion,  referred  to  the  pledges 
made  by  the  Government  when  these  Indians 
were  located  on  the  frontiers,  that  the  Stales  en- 


dangered by  their  location  should  be  proleeted 
from  their  aggressions;  and  called  on  the  Honat 
to  redeem  that  pledge. 

Mr.  HALE  made  some  observations  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  bill,  and  took  occasion  to  spesk  o( 
the  expenditures  of  the  military  establithmeat, 
which  he  thought  ought  to  be  induced. 

After  a  few  words  of  explanation  from  Mr 
HARALSON, 

Mr.  HALE  continued  his  remarks  on  the  total 
inutility  of  many  of  our  troops,  and  declared  hii 
-unwillingness  to  pay  a  major  general  and  other 
officers  such  lai^  sums,  merely  for  sitting  at  east 
in  their  parlors  to  superintend  men  to  guard  our 
forts,  and  save  from  plunder  our  cannon  and 
other  inyplements  of  war.  He  concluded  by 
moving  that  the  turther  consideration  of  the  Itiil 
be  postponed. 

Mr.  THOMASSON  defended  the  bill,  and 
contended  that  the  remounting  of  this  regiment 
was  necessary  to  the  protection  of  the  wesura 
frontier. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Wisconsin,  warmly  contend- 
ed for  the  protection  of  the  frontier,  and  caused 
several  letters  to  be  read  by  the  Clerk,  in  whicli 
the  dangers  to  which  the  residents  on  the  frontier 
were  exposed  were  set  forth.  The  remoonong 
of  this  regiment  he  deemed  -but  justice  to  the 
western  people,  on  whose  borders  the  Govern- 
ment had  placed  so  many  warlike  Indian  tribti. 
He  enumerated  the  western  forts  and  the  amount 
of  troops  employed  in  their  defense,  and  shoved 
the  inefficiency  of  the  force  there  employed. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  when  he  made  this  proposi- 
tion, it  was  with  no  disposition  to  aim  a  blow  at 
this  particular  regiment.  He  wanted  to  test  tks 
question  of  reduction  <tr  increase.  He  tboufbl 
there  was,  at  all  events,  a  necessity  for  reducing 
infantry;  for,  from  all  the  arguments  which  he 
had  heard  advanced,  it  appeared  that  they  vera- 
almost  utterly  useless.  He  would,  therefore,  be 
perfectly  satisfied  that  the  further  consideratioa, 
of  this  subject  should  be  postponed  until  the 
Army  appropriation  bill  had  lx»n  acted  upon, 
until  the  House  comes  to  a  decision  as  to  what 
shall  be  the  amount  of  Army  appropriations. 

Mr.  ADAMS  then  withdrew  the  amendmenl; 
and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  HAMLIN,  the  committee 
rose  and  reported  the  bill. 

Upon  orilering  the  bill  to  a  third  reading, 

Mr.  A.  V.  BROWN  moved  the  previous  qaet- 
tion;  which  was  seconded, and  the  mainquestien 
ordered  to  be  now  put,  viz:  "  Shall  the  bill  pass?" 
Upon  this  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  de- 
manded and  ordered;  and  being  taken,  resulted— 
yeas  94,  nays  56. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

CREDENTIALS. 
Mr.  FOSTER  announced  the  presence  of  bis 

colleague,  Hon. Darraob,  member  eleclia 

the  place  of  Hon.  William  Wilkins;  who,  slier 
having  taken  the  usual  oath  to  support  the  Coo- 
atitution,  took  hia  seat. 

BILLS  SIGNED. 
Mr.  BROWN,  of  Indiana,  from  the  CommitM 
on  Enrolled  bills,  reported  the  following;  which 
were  signed  by  the  Speaker: 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  Davenport;  and 
A  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  es- 
tablish branch  mints  in  the  United  States." 

REPORT  OF  A  COHMITTKB. 

Mr.  SIMONS,  from  the  Committee  6n  En- 
graving, made  the  following  report: 

ThR  Committee  on  Enfravinf,  to  wbom  was  nt*mi  Ike 
diagrams  to  accoinpnny  document  No.  ^4,  on  weijbtt, 
nieasuren,  and  balances,  report : 

Tlial  In  their  opinion,  Ihe  ilisgiaira  aiionld  acco«ip«»y  !■• 
documeal ;  and  tliey,  iherefore,  reeomiiWDd  their  paMiea- 
tion.  

Remlved,  That  tlie  diagiami  aeeompsnyinf  daeBR«< 
No.  94,  on  weighta,  measurea,  and  balances,  be  faniHbes 
ui  Bccompany  ihe  prated  document. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

The  following  petittona,  presented  today,  weia  haaW 
to  ilie  reporters  by  the  members  presenting  Uiein : 

By  Mr.  McCI.E:!NAP'n  :  The  p<-'itionof  nnroeKwaeW" 
lens  of  VVIIIIainson  county,  lllini»»,  praying  Confftwia 
take  measures  for  the  imprtivemenloC  Ihe  osvigllioii  ••  *• 
Mississippi  river ;  which  was  refurmi  to  tbo  Coaimiueess 
BiindS  and  Cannls.  .wi«* 

Also,  the  memorial  and  proceedings  of  a  public  m*™?* 
in  Equahty,  Gallatin  county,  IHhols,  praying  the  e»»"» 
ment  of  so  armory  at  Maaesc,  in  Um  tttaia  <i<  Uiamt,  f"" 
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tuant  wihf  remmmftndailoii  nf  thr  cnrmnltislnner?  appoint- 
nl  by  tbe  Prufiileni  to  Unit  rffeci ;  which  were  referred  to 
IlieConiiniltp.  on  Miltlary  Atfuiri). 

By  Mr.  TIlOMPdON  :  Tlii;  pctiiion  of  A.  A.  Pickard 
and  fifty  utlicr.",  praying  the  grant  of  n  certain  towoHhip 
therein  naini-U ;  which  was  referred  to  tbe  Commiuee  oit 
Pulilic  I.Ands. 

By  Mr.  riLIDELL:  The  petition  of  A.  H.  Donaldson 
and  uiiR  hundred  and  (wenty  citizens  of  New  Orleans,  I 
prayinf  for  the  esuilitiifhment  of  light-hoascs  on  Dnuphin 
and  lloni  l«1atide;  which  waa  referred  to  the  Coinuilttce  on 
Commerce. 

By  Mr.  DAWSON  :  The  petition  of  Archibald  D.  Palmer, 
for  conflnnatlnii  nf  land  titles,  &c. 

By  Mr.  BOWf.lN:  The  petition  of  WiBiam  G.  Pettua' 
and  one  hundred  and  arrenly-two  othera,  citizens  of  the 
county  of  8i.  Ctiarlei',.MiMoari,  praying  that  approprintinn« 
be  mode  by  Cong re«  fur  the  improvement  of  the  wextern 
watfTf ;  wUicli  wa«  referred  to  the  Oonnuittee  of  the  Whole 
on  llie  sintt!  nf  the  Union. 

ByMr.  FICKLIN:  The  memorial  of  N.  Ellington  and  I 
one  hundred  and  twenty-six  others,  citizens  of  Coles  enuu-  | 
ty,  Illinois,  asking  apiirourintions  for  the  improvement  of 
the  Mississippi  and  its  iribularies.  I 

Also,  (he  memorial  of  Abner  Johnson  und  eighty- two  .' 
others,  citizens  of  Bhelhy,  Fayette,  and  Clinton  counties,  I 
asking  a  grant  of  land  to 'improve  the  Kaskaskia  river.  I 

By  Mr.  BEN'TON  :  The  petition  of  Addison  Manlcyaiid 
one  hundred  and  sixty-four  others,  inhabitants  of  Norway  I 
and  vicinity,  in  tiM  county  of  Herkimer,  and  Slate  of  New  ' 
York,  asking  a  reduction  of  postife,  and  a  roodilieaiion  of  i 
the  franking  privilege.  j 

By  Mr.  ULACKWBLL:  The  petlUon  of  one  hundred 
and  thirty-six  citizens  of  Tennessee,  (Vir  the  estabtishmenl 
of  a  post  mute  from  Cleveland  to  PIkeville,  Tennessee,  to 
iatsrsect  tb*  foma  (nun  PikeviUe  to  McMinnville,  Tea- 


Als«,  tbe  petition  of  twenty-six  citizens  of  Tennesoee, 
praying  the  esubli>hnient  of  a  poet  route  from  Charleston 
to  CbatDutooga,  Tennesase,  via  Geocgaiown,  Vaovillo, 
fcc. 

Also,  the  petition  of  thirty-four  citizens  nr  Tennessee, 
praying  the  establishment  or  a  mail  route  from  Cleveland, 
Tennessee,  to  Roane,  Georpa,  via  Bed  Clay,  Dngwo«>d, 
and  Medicinal  Spriofs. 

.Also,  tl)«  meovwial  of  Francis  Johnson,  asking  pay  for 
boracs  Inai  during  the  war  with  Great  Britain,  to  ItJU; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

By  Mr.  TILDBN :  The  petition  of  William  Coolman,  Jr., 
and  sundry  others,  citisena  of  Itavenna,  Portage  eounty, 
Ohio,  praying  for  appropriations  for  tlie  iinproveiuentof  tlie 
harbor  of  Cleveland  ;  which  was  referred  lo  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce. 

By  Mr.  ItAM8ET  :  Tbe  petition  of  t<amnel  Batoleh  and 
niaaty  otban,  eitizaas  of  Hclinylkill  county,  Penusylvauia, 
praying  Congreaa  to  maintain  tbe  tariff  at  I64a,  until  ex- 
perience shall  have  demiinstraied,  by  ascertained  facts,  that 
a  change  would  be  for  tbe  better. 

Also,  the  petition  ofj.  C.  Maril.nnd  one  bttndred  others, 
citizens  of  Schuylkill  country,  Pennsylvania,  pratestiug 
against  any  interierence  with  the  lariffof  ltM3. 

By  Mr.  ROCKWELL  :  The  reninnsiraiice  of  Zenaa 
Crane  and  otbers,  against  tbe  passage  of  an  international 
copyrigbt  law. 

By  Mr.  MBS :  Tb«  pclilioa  of  John  J.  Cochran,  William 
llgeufritz,  and  three  hundred  and  tliirty-sevcn  others,  citi- 
zens of  Vcirk  county,  Penns}'lvania,  pruying  Congress  not 
to  disturb  «he  present  uril*"  law,  passed  in  1812. 

By  Mr.  IX>UGLAS :  The  petition  of  Daniel  B.  Bush  and 
sundry  nilaers,  citizens  of  Pike  county,  Illinois,  praying  for 
liberal  apf^ropriaiions  for  the  imptovem^t  of  tlie  western 
riven ;  wliich  waa  referred  to  the  CoBmittee  on  Com- 
merce. 

Also,  tbe  petltiun  nf  Thomas  Cariin  and  fliram  Rogers, 
praying  that  Ceny  boats  may  be  exempt  from  the  operation 
of  the  law  requiring  engines  and  boilers  tn  be  in-ipectt-d. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Benjamin  K.  Burr  and  a  large  num- 
ber of  others,  citizens  of  the  counties  of  Qreen,  Macoupin, 
Motfan,  and  Sangamon,  praying  for  a  mail  route  from 
Fayette  to  SpringOeld ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Couimittee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Reads. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Daniel  Waldo  antLdiTers others,  cit- 
izens of  Meredosia,  Morgan  county,  Illinois,  praying  for 
appropriation/  for  the  improvement  of  tiK  western  rivers ; 
wbioii  sros  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  Coiuuierce. 

Also,  tbe  petition  of  sundry  citizens  of  — ^  county, 
praying  for  a  grant  of  school  lands  tn  the  Rome  township, 
in  that  county,  so  as  to  place  It  on  an  equality  with  otlier 
townahipa  in  that  respect;  which  was  referred  to  the  Cora- 
laittee  on  Public  Lands. 

Also,  the  petition  of  sundry  citizens  of  Galena  and  ita 
Tiritiily,  In  IllinuU.  praying  for  npppropriations  for  the  im- 
prorement  of  the  western  rivers;  wbicb  was  tellrrredlotbe 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

By  Mr.  \VENTWORTH:  Tbe  petition  of  numerous  cit- 
izens of  i«a  Salle  county,  Illinois,  for  the  improvement  of 
tbe  western  wattrs ;  wbicb  was  reiierred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commarce. 

Also,  tile  petition  of  the  Mayor  and  Common  Counrll  of 
tJie  city  of  Cbicago,  of  tlie  ship  masters  and  sailors  upon 
Lake  Hlebtgan.and  of  several  hundred  citizens  of  Chi- 
cago, for  tlie  eonstnicilon  of  a  light  house  at  that  place. 
Alia,  suadry  lettcis,  laapa,  and  statistics,  with  reference  to 
llw  same  subject;  which  w««  referred  to  the  Committee  un 
Comnerce. 

Also,  a  petition  for  amaitroine  fhim  Belvldere,  via  Hart- 
land  and  McUenry,  to  Little  Fort,  Lake  county,  Illinois; 
whick  wa<  referred  to  the  Commiuee  on  the  Post  OOet 
and  Post  Bonds. 

By  Mr.  FISH :  Tbe  memorial  of  the  beirs  of  Jacob  Van- 
demnrt  fl>r  a  pensien. 

ByMr.  HOGB:  Tbe  petition  of  L.  W.Gniteaa  and  ttlty- 
ais  olbcra,  eitizeas  of  the  county  of  Steptienson,  in  the 
State  of  llUnois,  praying  Congress  to  malte  appropriations 
for  tbe  immediate  Improvement  of  the  Missouri  and  upper 
Misslaaiptu  rivers ;  wbicb  was  referred  to  the  Comffiiltce  of 
Ike  Whole  tm  tbe  state  of  tbe  Union. 

By  Mr.  MeCLELLAND:  TbepeUtion  of  Bufus  Kibbie 
and  oUien,  dUxetii  of  Micliigao,  for  a  new  mail  route. 


Dy  Mr.  SEVERANCE:  The  remonstrance  of  Jeremiah 
O'Brien,  and  twenty  one  others,  of  Machlas,  in  Maine,  I 
against  tbe  passage  of  a  law  to  admit  into  pnru  of  tbe  Uni- 
li'd  States,  tree  of  duty,  lumber  sawed  in  the  province  of 
New  Brunswick,  fnim  timber  grown  in  Maine,  upon  tbe 
waters  of  the  river  St.  John. 

By  Mr.OWEN:  The inemniialof  Charles D.PorceU.and 
siity-tbree  others,  citizens  of  Gibson  connty,  Indiana,  ask- 
ing a  grant  of  land  to  complete  the  national  tbnioughlbre 
lieiweeii  the  Ittkes  and  tlie  Ohio,  by  the  improvement  of  the 
Wabash. 

ByMr.  BOTD ;  Thememorialand  papers  of  James  Bnw- 
lin,  praying  a  pension  on  account  of  kijuries  /eceived  in 
tlie  army  during  tlic  late  war. 

By  Mr.  DRAN :  The  petition  from  David  Hunter  and 
flfky-nine  oiliers,  citizens  of  Fredericksburg,  Wayne  coun- 
ty, Ohio,  urging  Coiigiess  to  extend  the  provisions  of  the 
ordinance  of  1787,  regulating  the  northwest  territory,  over 
the  terriiiifT  of  Oregon ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Tiirritories. 

Also,  the  petition  of  sundry  citizens  of  Iroquois  county, 
for  a  msil  route  tVnui  Chicago,  via  Blue  Island,  Thornton, 
Crete.  Robert  Hill 'a -Bridge,  Concord,  Parish's  Grove,  and 
Anecliioer  Bridge,  to  Lafayette,  Indiana ;  which  was  re 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  tlie  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 


IN  SENATE. 
WcDNESDAT,  Mareh  37, 1844. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FOSTER,  the  adverse  re- 

Rorts  made  from  tbe  Commiuee  on  Claims,  by 
Ir.  WooDBHRT,  on  the  bills  for  the  relief  of  S. 
B.  Tuck  and  William  Jones,  were  recommitted, 
with  the  bills,  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

PETITION  8,  ETC. 
'  Mr.  PEARCE  presented  a  memorial,  signed 
by  citizens  of  Elklon,  Maryland,  and  its  yicinity, 
praying  Congress  to  make  no  change  in  the  rate 
of  duties  under  the  present  tariff  until  experience 
had  demonstrated  that  a  change  would  be  better 
for  the  interests  of  the  country;  and 

Mr.  FRANCIS  presented  a  similar  memorial 
from  Providence,  Rhode  Island;  which  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  TALLMAOGB  presented  a  memorial 
from  the  legal  representatives  of  Thomas  Eames, 
deceased,  praying  indemnity  for  the  illegal  con- 
fiscation of  pro|ierljr  belonging  to  the  said  Eames 
for  an  alleged  violation  of  law,  and  a  reimburse- 
ment of  the  goods  and  expenses  incurred  thereby ; 
which  wan  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  BREE8B  presented  a  memorial  from  Joel 
A.  Mattison  and  Hardin  Bigelow,  of  Illinois, 
praying  the  payment  of  damages  for  the  illegal 
seizure  and  detention  of  certain  railroad  iron  oy 
the  collector  at  Cincinnati;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  BAYARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  made  adverse  reports  on  the  memorial  of 
Lieutenant  George  T.  Sinclair,  praying  pay  for 
the  performance  of  duties  of  a  higher  grade;  also, 
the  petition  of  Amos  Cheek  and  others,  warrant 
officers  in  the  exploring  expedition,  for  extra 
pay;  and  the  memorial  of  James  R.  Howison, 
praying  compensation  for  the  performance  of  sci- 
entific duties  on  the  exploring  expedition;  which 
reports  were  ordered  to  lie  un  the  table,  and  be 
printed. 

Mr.  EVANS,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
reported  back,  without  amendment,  House  bills 
making  appropriations  for  certain  fortifications 
of  (he  United  States  for  the  year  beginning  on 
the  1st  day  of  July,  1844,  and  ending  30th  June, 
1845,  and  for  the  support  of  the  Military  Acad- 
emy at  West  Point  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  tbe 
30lh  June,  1845. 

Mr.  ATHERTON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Benja- 
min B.  Ferguson;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  BAYARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  which  had  been  referred  the  memorial 
of  Peter  Von  Schmidt,  asking  compensation  for 
translating  from  the  Russian  language  a  docu- 
ment on  the  culture  of  helnp,  reported  a  bill  for 
his  relief;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  lo  a  sec- 
ond reading. 

FLORIDA  WAR. 

The  bill  for  the  settlement  of  claims  for  the  loss 
of  property  by  reason  of  its  military  occupation 
in  the  Territory  of  Florida  was  taken  up  as  in 
Committee  of  tbe  Whole;  but, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WRIGHT,  its  considera- 
tion was  postponed  to  enable  him  to  examine  the 
bill,  to  see  how  far  its  provisions  were  inconsist- 
ent with  tbe  bills  which  had  passed  the  other 


House  this  session  for  the  settlement  of  those 
claims  in  individual  cases. 

The  following  bills  were  taken  up  and  consid- 
ered as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading: 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Atchison; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Henson;  and 

The  bill  to  amend  the  judiciary  act  passed  the 
24th  September,  1789.  [This  bill  was  framed  to 
suit  the  recommendation  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  in  his  annual  report,  by  removing  cer- 
tain restrictions  to  tbe  trial  of  revenu(f  cases  in 
inferior  courts  of  the  United  Stales.] 

SALARY  OF  DISTRICT  JUDGE. 

The  bill  to  increase  the  salary  of  the  district 
iudge  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of  East 
Tennessee,  Middle  Tennessee,  and  the  western 
district  of  Tennessee,  in  the  eighth  judicial  dis- 
trict, was  taken  up  as  in  Committee  of  tha 
Whole. 

Mr.  JARNAGIN  explained  that  this  bill  pro- 
posed to  raise  thcsalary  of  the  judge  from  (1,500 
per  annum  to  (2,000.  He  remarked  that  the 
amount  of  labor  now  required  of  that  officer  was 
double  what  it  was  when  he  was  appointed;  and 
that  the  increase  of  salary  proposed  would  not  be 
more  than  a  fair  compensation  for  the  services 
rendered. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  inquired  whether  there  were 
three  district  judges  in  Tennessee  ? 

Mr.  JARNAGIN  replied  that  there  was  but 
one,  and  he  received  (1,500  per  annum. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  remarked  that  the  salary  of  this 
judge  was  as  high  as  it  ought  to  be;  and  that  it 
was  much  more  than  was  paid  to  the  district 
judge  in  Ohio,  who  received  only  (1,000  per  an- 
num. The  judge  should  not  complain  of  his  pay; 
for,  when  he  accepted  the  office,  he  knew  pre- 
cisely what  salary  he  was  to  receive.  A  practice 
had  obtained  of  late  years,  and  was  very  com- 
mon, for  judges  to  gel  new  and  more  places  es- 
tablished for  the  meetings  of  the  court,  and  then 
to  apply  to  Congress  for  compensation  for  addi- 
tional labor.  This  should  be  arrested.  °  When 
the  judges  are  appointed  under  the  Government  of 
the  United  States,  they  are  appointed  lo  office  for 
life, and  are  bound  to  devote  the  whole  of  their  time 
to  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  their  office.  I( 
could  not,  then,  be  a  question  whether  the  salary 
should  be  more  or  less  for  an  increase  or  diminu- 
tion of  duties.  They  take  the  office  under  an  ob- 
ligation to  devote  their  whole  service  lo  the  Gov- 
ernment; therefore,  no  such  change  of  business 
— that  is,  of  establishing  new  places  for  holding 
courts — should  be  held  as  a  justification  for  an 
increase  of  compensation.  If  the  judge  was  sat- 
isfied that  he  did  not  receive  sufficient  pay  for  his 
services,  he  could  resign,  and  there  would  be  no 
difficulty  in  filling  his  place  at  the  same  salary. 

Mr.  FOSTER  said  he  would  vield  cheerfully 
to  a  portioii  of  the  remarks  of  the  Senator  from 
Ohio,  [Mr.  Tapfan,]  but  he  could  not  acquiesce 
in  the  suggestion  that,  if  the  judge  resigned,  there 
would  be  no  difficulty  in  getting  a  successor.  Ha 
had  no  doubt,  if  the  salary  of  the  district  judge  in 
Tennessee  was  reduced  to  (1,000,  or  even  (500t 
that  some  person  could  be  procured  to  take  the 
vacant  place.  The  question  involved  was  not 
whether  they  could,  for  a  certain  sum,  get  a  man, 
but  whether  for  such  a  sum  they  could  gel  a  judge. 
He  had  bad  experience  enough  to  know  that  the 
lowest  priced  labor  was  not  always  the  cheapest. 
It  was  not  a  fair  argument  and  one  which  ought 
to  prevail,  that  the  office  could  be  filled  for  a  less 
sum.  The  tendency  of  such  a  rule  would  be  to 
degrade  the  office  of  judge,  and  woujd  bring  it 
into  disrepute.  He  had  always  been,  as  he  now 
was,  in  favor  of  giving  such  a  salary  as  would 
engage  the  services  of  honorable,  intelligent,  and 
competent  men. 

Mr.  F.  spoke  at  some  length,  showing  the  great 
increase  of  duties  in  that  juificial  district.  He  said 
that  it  was  forty  years  ago  when  Congress  passed 
the  law  allowing  only  one  district  in  the  whole 
of  Tennessee.  The  salary  wets  fixed  at  (1,500. 
At  that  time  a  good  house  could  be  rented  ia 
Nashville  (the  place  fixed  for  the  meeting  of  the 
court)  for  (150  per  annum.  Everything  was 
cheap  in  proportion.  The  price  of  butter,  and 
beef,  and  eggs,  and  everything  else  ordinarily 
exposed  at  market,  was  remarkably  low,  in  com- 
parison with  present  prices.  At  this  time  the 
judge  could  not  get  a  house  in  Nashville,  one  of 
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the  places  for  the  holdine  of  the  court,  for  leas 
than  from  three  hundred  and  fifiy  to  four  hun- 
dred dollars  per  annum.  Servant's  hire  had  also 
increased  from  about  seventy  to  one  hundred  dol- 
lars per  annum.  Thus  vtras  an  increase  shown  in 
those  two  items  about  equal  to  the  proposed  in- 
crease of  the  salary.  He  had  no  dnuDt  that  a  sal- 
ary of  |I,500  twenty  years  ago,  was  better  pay 
to  the  judge  than  |3,000  would  be  now.  At  that 
time  there  were  but  two  courts  held  Rnnually — the 
one  at  Nashville,  and  the  other  at  Knoxville;  but 
now  thev  were  two  courts  held  in  those  places, 
and  one.  at  Jackson,  which  caused  the  judge  to 
travel  twice  between  the  former  two  places  in- 
stead of  once,  and  also  to  Jackson.  Thus  was 
the  amount  of  labor  trebled,  and  the  cost  for 
travel  increased  two-fold.  He  kneyr  very  well, 
as  remarked  by  the  Senator,  that  th'ey  could  get 
the  services  of  other  men  for  less  money  than  was 
now  paid  the  judge.  Plenty  of  men  could  be 
had,  be  had  no  doubt,  not  only  in  Ohio,  but  in 
Tennessee,  to  take  the  office  for  less  money.  It 
was  quite  probable  the  services  of  a  man  might 
be  secured  for  half,  or  less  than  half,  the  present 
Valary;  that  in  this,  as  in  many  other  pursuits,  a 
man  might  be  procured  for  a  very  small  sum  of 
money,  with  tne  privilege  of  making  good  his 
wants  and  necessities  by  stealing;  but  the  coun- 
try requires  the  services  of  virtuous,  able,  and 
qualified  judges,  and  these  cannot  be  commanded 
without  just  and  adequate  compensation. 

Mr.  ALLEN  desired  to  know  from  the  Sena- 
tor what  was  the  duration  of  the  terms  of  the , 
couru  at  Nashville? 

Mr.  FOSTER  remarked  that  he  did  not  know. 
When  he  used  to  attend  that  court,'he  had  known 
it  to  continue  in  session  three  months.  He  did 
not  think  that  it  was  now  more  than  two,  in  all 
the  sessions  there. 

Mr.  ALLEN  observed  that  there  was  a  stand- 
ing Committee  upon  Retrenchment.  That  com- 
mittee commenced  its  operations  at  the  opening 
of  last  Congress,  he  believed,  and  had  been  hard 
at  work  ever  since;  but  that  they  had  effected 
anything  whatever,  he  had  yet  to  learn.  Instead 
of  having  that  reduction  in  the  public  expendi- 
ture which  the  country  had  a  right  to  expect,  and 
which  was  recommended  by  this  laborious  Com- 
mittee on  Retrenchment,  we  were  now  asked,  at 
a  time  when  there  was  a  great  want'of  public 
money,  to  increase  the  salaries  of  judges  some 
1500  a  year  over  and  above  what  they  ever  had 
been.  This  we  were  asked  to  do  at  a  lime  when 
most  of  the  States,  he  believed,  were  seriously 
engaged  in  the  work  of  retrenchment.  Most  as- 
■uredljr  bis  honorable  colleague  and  himself  had 
■ome  liberty  (o  speak  upon  this  subject,  inasmuch 
as  the  Legislature  of  their  State  had  already  re- 
trenched, and  that  doubly,  the  salaries  of  the 
judges  of  that  State.  The  State  of  Ohio,  at  this 
day  embracing  a  population  of  about  one  million 
eight  hundred  thousand,  had,  by  its  judicial  ar- 
rangements, what  were  called  a  system  of  circuit 
courts  of  common  pleas,  and  supreme  courts. 
These  judicial  courts  usually  embraced  from  three 
to  seven  or  eight  counties  each,  and  the  judge 
(who  was  required  to  be  a  lawyer^  was  required 
to  hold  court  three  times  a  year  in  each  of  the 
counties  of  his  circuit.  He  was  required  to  de- 
vote his  entire  time  to  the  business  of  these  courts, 
or  at  least  in  most  cases.  There  was  not  a  law- 
yer of  any  ability  in  the  State,  who  performed 
duties  equally  arduous,  that  did  not  make  twice 
as  much  as  these  judges.  The  recent  Legislature 
of  the  State  has  reduced  the  salaries  of  the  su- 
preme judges  to  $1,000  a  year;  and  those  of  the 
president  judges  of  the  common  pleas  to  |750. 
They  were  required  to  hold  court  in  every  county 
in  the  State;  but  in'consequenoe  of  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  State  limiting  the  number  of  judges 
to  four,  and  finding  it  impossible  to  hold  court  in 
every  county,  they  were  compelled  to  wink  at  the 
constitution,  and  divide  one  court  into  two.  For 
all  their  constant  and  laborious  duties  the  judged 
of  the  Stale  of  Ohio  received,  under  the  present 
law,  but  $750  a  year  each,  with  an  increase  of 
business  in  every  circuit.  But  how  was  it  here? 
The  honorable  Senator  from  Tennessee  [Mr. 
FoiTca]  told  us  that  formerly,  when  be  was  at 
the  bar,  the  term  of  the  courts  in  that  State  were 
protracted  three  months;  and  then  the  judges  got 
91,500  a  year.  Now  that  the  term  of  the  courts 
was  muen  shorter,  it  was  proposed  to  add  |500 
to  tlie  salaries. 


Mr.  FOSTER  said  that  the  gentleman  misun- 
derstood the  purport  of  his  remarks.  He  had 
stated  that  the  terms  were  shorter,  but  they  were 
multiplied. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  in  regard  tothekindof  men 
that  it  was  expected  i^ould  be  drawn  into  the 
public  service  by  salaries,  whatdid  the  honorable 
Senator  mean  to  say?  From  the  judge  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States,  to  that  of  the 
courts  of  common  pleas,  there  was  not  a  single 
case,  whare  the  salary  of  ihe  judge  was  equal  to 
the  income  of  an  ablelawyer  practicing  at  the  bar; 
nor  could  it  be  equal.  The  gentlemen  who  dis- 
charged the  duties  of  counsel,  in  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  made  double  as  much 
as  the  salary  of  the  Chief  Justice  amounted  to. 
The  ablest  lawyer  in  the  State  of  Tennessee  made 
four  limes  as  much  as  the  circuit  judges,  or  the 
supreme  judges  of  the  State;  so  that  if  thedesign 
was  (0  tempt  the  ablest  counsel  in  any  State  of 
the  Union  to  quit  their  practice,  ai)d  perform  the 
duties  of  judges,  there  would  not  be  one  who  ! 
would  do  It.  There  wns  something  of  honor  in  \ 
being  connected  wiih  the  administration  of  public 
justice;  there  was  something  of  dignity  in  hold- 
ing that  elevated  situation.  These  were  power- 
ful motives  with  hixh-minded  men,  connected 
with  the  fact  that  an  lionnrable  subaisiencc  could 
be  derived  in  an  honorable  way,  and  the  influence 
which  they  had  in  benefiting  and  elevating  the 
families  of  those  holding  such  ollices. 

If,  therefore,  jt  was  undertaken  to  measure  the 
compensation  of  judges  by  the  income  of  the 
ablest  lawyers  that  practiced,  it  was  obvious  that 
it  would  have  to  be  quadrupled.  In  regard  to  the 
emoltimenls  of  office,  men,  by  having  their  pas- 
sion for  money  pandered  to,  became  but  more 
strongly  devoted  to  the  object  of  that  passion. 
Bui  this  Government  ought  not  to  encourage  iha^ 
feeling  any  further  thanit  could  help.  If  it  did, 
it  would  have  men  seeking  public  offices,  or  the 
emoluments  of  office,  with  the  design  of  gratify-  , 
ing  their  passion  for  money,  instead  of  seeking  ' 
them  with  pure  and  high  motives  of  honor. 

Besides,  the  public  Treasury  was  not  now  in  a 
condition  to  increase  salaries.  There  was  already 
laid  upon  the  table  of  the  Senate,  or  rather  referred 
to  that  laborious  Committee  on  Retrenchment,  a 
series  of  bills  to  cut  down  the  salaries  of  officers 
of  this  Government,  from  Ihe  President  of  the 
United  Stales  to  the  officialsofevery  Department; 
and  here  was  a  proposition  to  retrograde  and  re- 
trench backwards,  in  regard  to  the  salaries  of  the 
judicial  officers  of  the  Federal  Government. 

The  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  ihe  United 
Slates  were  included  in  the  bills  of  the  Senator 
from  North  Carolina.  It  was  proposed  in  them 
to  cut  down  their  salaries,  in  common  with  the 
salaries  of  all  others. 

But  he  understood  that  Ihe  district  judge,  for  i 
whose  benefit  the  bill  was  reported,  got  $I,.500  a 
year.  That  was  just  as  much  pay  as  membent  of 
Congress  got.  Taking  the  distance  traveled  by 
each  memlier,  ihe  number  of  members,  and  adding 
to  it  the  average  mileage  and  per  diem ,  it  amounted 
to  Bbout9I,50Ua  year.  Here  were  gentlemen  from 
different  parts  of  the  country,  who  lived,  during 
the  session  of  Congress,  at  great  expense,  at 
the  capital,  and  supported  their  families,  (either 
here  or  at  home,)  receiving  the  very  same  salary 
that  this  district  judge  got  in  performing  the  func- 
tions of  his  office,  which  did  not  require  his  al>- 
senee  from  home  one  month  throughout  the  whole 
year.  He  repeated  it,  that  the  members  of  Con- 
gress had  to  support  themselves  in  thisexpensivs 
capital,  three  months  in  one  year,  and  from  five 
to  eight  months  in  the  next;  and,  in  some  in- 
stances, support  their  families,  (after  having 
brought  them  here  at  a  very  great  expense,)  all 
for  $1 ,500  a  year.  Yet  there  was  no  difficulty  in 
finding  the  ablest  and  most  talented  men  in  the 
country  who  were  willing  to  turn  their  backs  upon 
a  lucrative  profesaion,'  and  take  a  seat  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  or  the  Senate;  no  dif- 
ficulty in  obtaining  the  ablest  lawyers  in  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  to  take  a  seat  at  the  bench  of  the  Su- 
preme Court.  The  great  difficulty, which  slways 
occurred  when  a  vacancy  took  place,  was  not 
whom  you  should  prevail  upon  to  take  a  seat,  but 
what  man  of  the  crowd  it  should  be  given  to. 

We  were  not  in  a  situation  now  to  add  one 
fourth  to  the  salaries  of  these  district  judges.  A 
few  years  ago  there  was  a  bill  before  the  Senate 
to  increase  Uie  salaries  of  five  or  six  of  these  same 


district  judges;  and  his  honorable  colleogae  sii4 
himself  opposed  it.  It  was  amended  by  a  motion 
to  include  an  increase  of  the  salary  of  the  district 
judge  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  it  was  expected 
that  the  locality  of  that  amendment  would  si- 
lence the  opposition  of  his  honorable  collesgue 
and  himself.  Theexpeclation  was  disappointed; 
and  always  would  be  whilst  his  honorable  col- 
leaftue  and  himself  continued  to  occupy  their  seals 
on  this  floor.  It  was  no  locality  that  woold  ever 
induce  either  of  them  to  take  part  in  so  contempt- 
ible an  stuck  upon  the  public  Treasury ,  to  gratify 
either  local  pride  or  individual  cupidity.  They 
were  opposed  to  it  when  ihedistrict  judgeofthiieir 
own  Slate  was  concerned;  they  were  opposed  to 
the  proposition  now  before  the  Senate  upon  ihs 
same  principle.  They  opposed  this  bill  upon  Ike 
same  ground  that  they  opposed  the  other:  from 
no  hostility  to  the  individual  who  was  the  object 
of  the  bill,  or  to  the  interests  of  the  State  wiibin 
which  that  individual  had  his  jurisdiction;  but 
upon  the  ground  that  the  proposition  was  unsap- 
ported  either  by  principle  or  the  condition  of  toe 
Treasury;  on  the  contrary,  that  principle  and  tbs 
exigency  of  the  Treasury  required  that  ibey 
should  oppose  it. 

Mr.  JARNAGIN  felt  himself  called  upon  to 
dissent  from  the  remarks  of  the  Senator  frosi 
Ohio.  He  admitted  that  the  judges  were  influ- 
enced by  honor  and  patriotism  in  accepting  su'ch  ' 
aiations;  but  they  should,  nevertheless,  be  paid  a 
fair  compensation  for  the  service  rendered.  All 
he  had  lo  say  with  reference  to  the  lowness 
of  the  salary  of  the  judges  in  Ohio  was,  that,  in 
Qhio,  there  must  be  a  great  deal  of  honor  snd 
dignity;  for  the  judges  there  receive  no  salsrjr, 
comparatively  speaking.  If  the  people  is  Unit 
Stale  were  willing  to  accept  the  office  of  judge, 
and  be  satisfied  with  the  honor  and  dignity  of  the 
station,  he  would  noiforce  the  money  upon  then. 
But  such  was  not  the  case  in  Tennessee.  Thon 
judges  should,  if  they  render  the  publics  serrict, 
and  devote  their  time  to  it,  receive  a  fair  compen- 
sation for  such  service.  If  all  the  judges  in  Olilo 
were  bachelors,  the  salary  they  received  might  be 
enough;  but  if  they  should  happen  to  be  msnieil 
men,  it  was  not;  but  to  give  such  salai'ies  to  mar- 
ried men  with  families  in. Tennessee,  would  be, 
in  effect,  to  place  th<m  on  the  charity  of  the  psr- 
isb.  Mr.  J.  then  showed  that  the  judges  insev- 
eral  olh;r  of  the  States  received  much  beiKr  pay 
than  was  proposed  lobe  given  to  the  judge  ia 
Tennessee.  It  was  true  that  this  judge  went  into 
office  knowing  that  the  salary  attached  lo  it  «ss 
bnt  $1,500;  but  Congress  had,  since  that  tioie, 
added  much  more  to  the  dutiea  of  the  office,  and 
should  pay  fo»it.  The  judge  had  more  duties  to 
perform,  by  Ihe  increase  of  the  terms  of  the  court; 
more  traveling  expenses  lo  defray,  in  the  per- 
formance of  those  duties;  and  should  receives 
fair  compensation  therefor. 

Mr.  J.  showed  that  the  judges  in  the  Suiesof 
Georgia,  Tennessee,  New  York,  and  Pennsyl- 
vania, received  higher  salaries  for  the  perform- 
ance of  much  less  labor  than  this  judge.  It  *M 
therefore  not  ftir  and  just  to  refuse  an  incresM  of 
his  salary.  He  not  only  performed  the  dnliesof 
district  judge,  but  also  the  duties  of  circuit  jodge 
in  some  cases.  One  thousand  dollars  might  bet 
fair  salary  for  a  judge  in  Ohio,  but  in  the  soatk- 
ern  and  middle  Stales,  where  ^he  expenses  for 
the  necessaries  of  life  were  much  greater,  Uw 
judges  couU  not  live  on  that  salary.  He  asked 
nothing  as  bounty,  gift,  or  charity,  for  Ja^ge 
Brown;  but  reasonable  and  just  pay  for  serving 
his  country  faithfully. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate;  snl 
the  question  being:  "  Shall  the  bill  be  engrossed 
for'a  third  reading?" 

Mr.  ALLEN  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  remarked  that  bs  was 
unwilling  ti>  interfere  with  the  wishes  of  bis 
friends  in  this  case;  but  it  seemed  to  him  that  it 
would  be  acting  very  unjustly  to  legislats  this 
way  on  such  subjects.  His  friends  desired  to 
increase  the  sslary  of  tlie  judge  in  Tenneisse, 
whilst  the  judge  in  Ohio  was  serving  for  one  Ibiit 
less  than  that  judge  now  received;  and  while  the 
district  judge  in  Illinois  was  receiving  bat  fI,W 
per  annum.  It  could  not,  therefore,  be  right  t» 
act  thus.  The  bill  should  be  sent  to  tfaeJudieianr 
Committee,  with  a  view  to  report  a  genersl  Wi 
to  comprehend  oU  cooes  where  the  salaries  mifsi 
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be  considered  inadequate.  Wliile  it  would  be 
rioiii;  justice  to  one,  the  passage  of  the  bill  would 
be  doing  injustice  to  another.  To  increase  the 
pnlaiics  in  iiidlvidiinl  cnses  would  hnve  the  effect 
In  induce  other  judges  to  apply;  thus  wquld  an 
r»il  grow  up.  The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
should  examine  the  whole  subject;  and;  after 
taking  into  consideration  the  condition  of  the 
markets  in  each  section  of  the  country,  report  a 
general  bill,  approaching 8om<>tliinjt  like  an  equal- 
ization of  Biiliiries.  He  could  not  conseiU  to  le-  \ 
puiaUl  tot  one  case,  and  theri'by  to  legislate  par- 
tially. He  then  nliudrd  to  the  great  duties  im- 
posed on  the  district  judge  in  Kentucky,  who  was 
engaged  three  hundred  out  of  the  three  hundred 
and  sixty-five  days  in  the  year  on  official  duties. 
He  could  not  vote  for  this  bill,  although  he  knew 
that  Judge  Brown  was  a  learned  and  excellent 
man. 

Mr.  BERRIEN'  remarked  that  the  objection  of 
the  Senators  from  Ohio  and  Kentucky  to  the  bill 
was,  that  it  was  partial  legislation.    Now,  his  an- 
swer was,  that  what  was  provided  for  in  the  bill 
was  the  sole  subject  committed  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary.     The  committee  was  directed 
to  inquire  whether,  underlhe  circumstances  of  the 
case,  the  great  and  increased  amount  of  duties  and 
expenses  consequent,  this  judge  was  not  entitled 
to  additional  pay  >  Since  the  fou  ndation  of  the  Gov- 
ernment there  had  been  no  such  thing  as  aclassi6- 
cation  ofsalaries.  Congresshad always  legislated 
in  individual  cases, as  was  proposed  by  this  bill — 
taking  into  consideration  the  change  of  the  clr- 
eiimatancea  by  the  advaneement  of  the  country 
since  tb«  judges  were  appointed,  the  increase  of 
duties,  and  the  increase  of  the  etpenses  for  the 
necessaries  to  support  life.  There  might  beother 
eases  where  the  judges  were  not  well  paid.  That 
was  no  reason  why  this  judge  should  not  be  well 
paid,  ir,  from  an  increase  of  duties,  and  a  change 
of  the  circumstances  of  the  country,  the  salary  of 
(1,500,  which  the  judge  receiveti  when  be  was 
appointed  to  office,  was  found  inadequate  for  hia 
support,  it  should  be  increased.   Whenever  other 
cases  arose  with  as  much- merit  in  them  as  this, 
be  would  be  prepare  to  vote  for  them. 
-      Mr.  FOSTER  remarked  that  the  Senator  from 
Kenturky  did  not  tell  them  that  the  labor  of  the 
Kentucky  judge  had  increased  since  he  was  ap- 
pointed to  office,  as  nad  been  the  case  of  the  judge 
in  Tennessee,  whose  duties  had   been  .trebled. 
After  all,  he  considered   the  matter  of  salary  a 
question  of  expense.*  When   the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  speaks  of  the  salary  of  Illinois  and 
Oliio  being  one  third  less  than  the  judge  in  Ten- 
nessee now  received,  it  was  no  argument  against 
.  the  increase  of  the  salary  of  the  judge  in  Tennes- 
see.    The  price  of  subsisting  in  Ohio,  Illinois, 
Maine,  and  even  Massachusetts,  was  much  lower 
than  it  was  in  Nashville;  and  when  they  go  fur- 
ther south,  the  ratio  of  expense  for  living  in- 
creases.    In  the  ease  of  Louisiana,  the  district 
judee  received  double  the  amount  paid  to  the  judge 
in  Tennessee;  yet  he  was  not  much  better  paid. 
In  fixing  the  salaries  of  the  judges,  it  was  always  { 
considered,  as  it  always  will  have  to  be  consid- 
ered, a  question  of  expense.    The  judges  should 
receive  a  salary  sufficient  to  support  their  fami- 
lies.    In  speaking  of  the  increased  duties  of  this 
judge,  he  had  not  taken  into  consideration  those 
which  devolved  iipon  him  by  the  passage  of  the  ] 
bankrupt  law,  as  had  been  done  by  the  Senator  ' 
fVom  Kentucky  in  the  case  of  the  Kentucky  judge. 
It  was  impossible  to  regulate  those  salaries  in  any 
other  way  than  was  proposed   by  this  bill.     If 
there  were  any  other  cases  where  the  salary  of 
the  judge  was  inadequate,  he  was  willing  to  in- 
crease it. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  said  he  did  not  like  to 
TOte  against  the  bill.  There  was  some  justice  in 
tlie  case.  He  would,  therefore,  be  willing  to  send 
it  to  the  Judiciary  Committee,  with  the  view  of 
haviDg  all  thecaaea  taken  into  consideration,  that 
there  ntight  be  an  equalization  of  the  salaries  of 
ail.  He  would  move  to  recommit  it,  with  in- 
structions of  that  character. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  said  he  had  prepared  a  res- 
olution which  would  probably  meet  the  views  of 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky. 

It  was  read ;  and  was,  in  substance,  a  resolution 

to  recommit  the  bill  to  the  Judiciary  Committee, 

with  instruction  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 

equalizing  the  salaries  of  all  the  district  judges. 

Mr.  U.  remarked  that,  at  present,  the  judges 


for  the  district  courts  of  the  district  of  Ohio,  In- 
diana, and  Illinois,  received  each  |l,000  salary; 
while  those  for  Iowa  and  Wisconsin  Territories 
received  $3,00U  each.  There  was  certainly  great 
inequality  in  this — much  more  than  in  giving  the 
district  judge  of  South  Carolina  Jl2,5l)0. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  the  morn- 
ing hour  having  expired,  the  subject  was  post- 
poned till  to-morrow.  * 

POST  OFFICE  BILL. 

Mr.  MERRICK  said  it  was  the  general  under- 
standing that  the  Post  Offir.e  bill  would  be  taken 
up  to-day;  but, as  the  Senator  from  Rhode  Island 
[.Mr.  SiHHOHs]  wished  to  reply  to  the  speech 
which  the  Senator  from  Missouri  had  favored  the 
Senate  with,  Ke  had  no  objection  to  waive  his 
right  of  calling  up  the  Post  Office  bill,  with  the 
understanding  that,  if  the  tariff  subject  was  to  be 
further  discussed.  It  would,  after  to-day,  be  post- 
poned till  Monday,  so  as  to  offer  no  impediment 
to  proceeding  with  the  Post  Office  bill  this  week. 

THE  TARIFF — THE  COMPROMISE  ACT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  the  Sen- 
ate resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution 
reported  from  the  Finance  Committee,  for  the  in- 
definite postponement  of  the  bill  introduced  by 
Mr.  McDorriE  for  the  reduction  of  the  rules  of 
duties  under  the  present  tariff  to  the  standard  of 
the  compromise  act. 

Mr.  SIMMONS  addressed  the  Senate  for  two 
hours  and  a  half.  He  said,  as  he  understood  the 
question  at  issue,  it  was  to  postpone  the  subject 
indefinitely.  On  this  motion,  by  general  assent, 
the  whole  question  of  the  merits  of  the  tariff  pol- 
icy was  open  to  discussion.  The  remarks  of  the 
Senator  from  Missouri  [Mr.  Benton]  had  pre- 
sented a  new  view  of  the  subject,  important  not 
only  to  the  Senate,  but  to  the  whole  country.  In 
relation  to  the  charge '  brought  forward  by  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  McDnrriE,] 
that  the  act  of  1843  was  "  a  foul  and  faithless 
violation  of  the  compromise,"  he  insisted  that  he 
and  his  friends  were  at  all  times  ready  and  will- 
ing to  carry  out  the  principles  of  the  compromise 
act.  But  fof  his  friends,  (the  advocates  of  the 
protective  policy,)  the  compromise  act  never 
could  have  become  a  law.  It  had  been  on  their 
motion  that  the  amendment  was  adopted  which 
resulted  in  the  passage  of  the  act.  He  referred 
to  Mr.  Calhoun's  vote  on  that  amendment,  and 
now  called  upon  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
[Mr.  McDorriE]  to  retract  the  epithets  of"  foul 
and  faithless,"  which  he  had  applied  to  their 
measure  of  1843,  which  he  and  Ills  friends  be- 
lieved to  be  not  inconsistent  with  the  spirit  and 
meaning  of  Che  compromise  act. 

Mr.  McDUFPlE  signified  that  he  never  would 
retract  those  epithets — they  were  justly  merited. 

Mr.  SIMMONS  next  acl Verted  to  the  remarks 
of  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Benton,]  in 
relation  to  the  contrast  he  had  drawn  between  the 
two  systems,  which  he  designated  the  revenue 
system  and  the  protective  system ;  the  former  ex- 
tending from  the  beginning  of  this  Government 
to  the  year  1816,  and  the  latter  system  extending 
from  the  year  1816  to  the  presentday.  The  object 
of  that  Senator's  contrast  seemed  to  be  to  show 
the  high  state  of  prosperity,  and  a  steady  advance 
both  in  revenue  and  manufactures,  under  the  low- 
duty  system;  and  that  under  the  high -duty  sys- 
tem, both  revenue  and  manufactures  were  fluctu- 
ating,uncertain, and  unstable.  Mr.  S.  in  refutation 
of  this,  proceeded  to  state  tables  which  he  hod 
drawn  up,  with  a  view  of  showing  that  in  the 
Senator's  first  period  the  greatest  inequalities  and 
fluctuations  existed  in  revenue,  imports,  and  ex- 
ports, and  that  the  duties  often  averaged  as  high 
as  thirty-seven  and  a  half  per  cent. 

Mr.  BENTON  interposed  to  state  that  he  had 
expressly  excluded  the  periods  of  the  embargo, 
and  of  the  war,  as  belonging  to  neither  system. 

Mr.  SI.MMONS  proeeeSed  to  read  his  tables, 
which  were  of  a  statistical  character,  showing 
annual  exports  and  imports,  and  the  average  of 
reventie. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  inanired  if  the  Senator  in- 
cluded specie  In  his  tables? 

I^.  SIMMONS  replied  that  he  included  every- 
thing that  entered  into  the  commerce  of  the  coun- 
try. He  then  proceeded  with  his  argument, 
grounded  on  the  tables  he  had  read,  with  a  view 
of  showing  that  the  tariff  policy,  waa  not  iocon-' 


sistent  with  what  the  friends  of  manufactures  un- 
derstood to  be  the  principles  of  the  compromise 
act. 

As  to  the  doctrines  laid  down  by  the  Senator 
from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Benton,]  that  discrimina- 
tion ought  to'  be  made,  so  as  to  tax  highest  the 
luxuries  of  life,  and  put  the  lowest  duties  on  the 
necessaries  consumed  by  the  mass  of  the  people, 
he  statrtl  that  this  was  inconsistent  with  the  Sen- 
ator's declaration,  that  he  would  also  discriminate 
so  as  to  protect  the  home  industry  of  the  country, 
by  putting  the  highest  duties  on  those  articles 
which  enter  into  competition  with  the  home  pro- 
ducer. This  was  a  contradiction;  as  it  was  im- 
possible, in  any  system  of  putting  the  highest 
duties  on  luxuries  and  the  lowest  on  necessaries, 
toglvoany  protection  whatever  to  home  Industry. 
The  effect  would  be  to  take  away  all  protection — 
even  the  incidental  protection  which  the  Ser.ator 
avowed  he  was  ready  and  willing  to  afford  the 
manufacturers.  * 

He  referred  to  the  act  of  181 6,  and  said  that  the 
whole  commercial  community  were  opposed  to  jt. 
The  only  protection  that  act  gave  was  to  the  cot- 
ton manufpcturers,  the  interests  of  which  were' 
then  limited,  being  confined  to  Rhode  Island, and 
partially  to  one  or  two  other  States.  But  every 
one  engaged  in  commerce  was  opposed  to  the  act 
of  1816. 

Was  it  (he  asked)  consistent  with  that  wisdom 
which  should  guide  statesmen,  to  apply  to  the 
present  times  a  system  which  might  have  been 
proper  seven  and  twenty  years  ago?  What  was 
the  condition  of  the  world  then.'  Europe  waa 
either  engaged  in  various  wars,  or  struggling  to 
return  to  a  state  of  peace — everything  connected 
with  commerce  being  in  an  artificial  condition. 
But,  after  a  long  peace,  was  it  the  policy  of  na'% 
tionsto  render  themselves  more  and  more  (depend- 
ent upon  each  other?  To  follow  out  such  a  pol- 
icy, was  suicidal  to  any  nation;  for  the  very  law 
of*^  the  being  of  nations  was  independence — inde- 
pendence of  other  nations,  and  self-reliance  upon 
internal  resources. 

In  reference  to  Mr.  Tench  Coxe'a  bonk,  which 
he  had  obtained  from  the  Senator  from  Missouri, 
he  had  examined  into  its  statements  as  to  exports 
of  $108,000,000  in  1808;  |60,000,000  were  rc8x- 
ports  of  imports,  and  the  other  $48,000,000  were 
the  real  exports  of  the  United  States.  And  as  to 
the  note  which  the  Senator  had  read  from  Mr. 
Coxe's  work,  he  drew  from  it  a  very  different 
inference  from  that  drawn  by  the  Senator — it  was 
that  Mr.  Coxe  was  in  flavor  of  bounties  being 
given  by  the  Government  to  manufVicturers.  He 
admitted  that  he  had  no  recollection  of  ever  hav- 
ing heard  of  the  word  tariff  about  the  time  of  1808 
to  1816.  But  from  this  work,  he  had  ascer- 
tained that  the  actual  exports  of  1808  were  only 
(48>000,000;  and  he  had  computed  the  exports  of 
1840,  which,  contrasted  with  the  former,  popu- 
lation for  population,  he  was  surprised  to  find 
preserved  the  same  ratio,  nearly,  varying  only 
one  per  cent,  and  a  fraction. 

In  answer  to  the  arguments  of  the  Senators 
from  Missouri  and  New  Hampshire,  Mr.  S.  read 
various  statistical  tables  which  he  had  constructed 
with  a  view  of  showing  that  agriculture  had  been 
prosperous  in  proportion  to  the  advancement  of 
manufactures.  He  adverted  to  Professor  Tuck- 
er's book  to  show  that,  whatever  might  have 
been  the  condition  of  manufactures  and  agricul- 
ture prior  to  the  year  1816,  or  during  the  war, 
after  the  war  there  was  a  universal  prostration  of 
all  interests  in  consequence  of  ejccessive  import- 
ations, till  in  18S0,  instead  of  the  value  of  do- 
mestic manufactures  being  $200,000,000  it  had 
sunk  down  to  $36,000,000. 

Mr.  S.  adverted  to  the  charge  that  the  protective 
system  had  introduced  an  uncertainty  and  Insta- 
bility of  legislation  which  necessarily  involved 
ruinous  fluctuations.  Hut  who  (he  asked)  was  it 
that  had  got  up  agitation  against  the  existing  law; 
and  who  wanted  to  render  it  unstable,  even  in  the 
face  of  the  fact  that  never  bad  a  law  in  so  short 
a  time  done  so  much  for  the  good  of  ^e  country 
as  this  very  act  of  1843  had  done  ? 

On  the  subject  of  profits  on  the  investments  of 
manufactures,  Mr.  S.  said  there  was  a  diversity 
in  the  nature  of  the  different  kinds  of  business 
requiring  investments  of  capital — some  kinds  of 
business  requinng  very  large  capital  to  be  invest- 
ed, and  some  very  small;  for  instance,  cotton 
factories  contrasted  with  shoemaking.    Twenty- 
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per  cent,  of  product  on  the  capital  inreatcdinone 
kind  of  business  might  be  a  dead  loss,  while  ten 
times  the  amount  of  capital  invested  by  the  shoe- 
maker- in  his  lasu,  awls,  wax,  and  lapstonea, 
might  be  a  very  moderate  return. 

With  reference  to  the  table  set  forth  in  the 
■peech  of  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire, 
atatini;  that,  on  eighteen  articles,  the  duties  of  the 
act  of  1842  were  more  excessive  than  the  duties 
of  the  act  of  1828,  he  denied  that  ten  of  these 
articles  were  contained  in  the  act  of  1828  at  all. 

Mr.  WOODBUEY  asked,  would  the  Senator 
maintain  that  these  ten  articles  were  not  subject 
to  duty  under  the  act  of  1828? 

Mr.  SIMMONS  replied  that  he  did  maintain 
they  never  were  either  mentioned  in  the  act  of ; 
18^,  or  subject  to  duty  of  any  kind  under  that 
act.  He  entered  into  specifications  of  those  ten 
articles.  What  he  understood  the  Senator  from  \ 
New  Hampshire  to  maintain  was,  that  the  act  of  i 
1838  had  imposed  duties  so  high  as  to  justify  the  I 
epithet  given  to  it  of  "  a  bill  of  abominations,"  , 
and  that  his  object  was  to  show  that  the  act  of 
1842  was  even  more  richly  deserving  of  the  epithet. 
.Now,  in  answer  to  all  this,  he  maintained  that 
the  duties  on  the  articles  contained  In  the  table 
of  specifiations  adduced  by  the  Senator  from  New 
Hampshire  had  been  imposed  by  the  tariff  laws 
prior  to  the  act  of  1828,  some  of  them  twenty 
years  before  that  period.  These  duties  were 
only  suffered  by  the  act  of  1828  to  remain,  and 
the  articles  themselves  were  not  once  mentioned 
.in  that  act.  He  then  came  to  the  eight  articles 
of  the  Senator's  specifiation,  mentioned  in  the  act 
of  1826,  some  of  which  he  said  were  therein  made 
subject  to  duties  which  were  really  revenue  du- 
ties. One  of  these  was  silk,  which ,  neither  at  tliat 
period  nor  the  present,  was  subjected  to  a  duty 
%cyond  the  revenue  point.  Anoiher  article  was 
steel,  the  duty  of  which  was  |1  50  per  one  hun- 
dred and  twelve  pounds  by  the  act  of  1828;  and 
he  insisted  that,  from  the  manner  of  averaging 
the  duties  on  steel  under  the  act  of  1842,  there 
could  not  be  a  difference  of  twenty  per  cent. 
Next,  with  regard  to  glass,  &c.  Mr.  S.  entered 
into  various  specifications,  with  a  view  of  show- 
ing that  the  duties  of  the  act  of  1642  ,were  calcu- 
lated, with  regard  to  such  articles,  u  nearly  as 
possible  in  conformity  with  the  act  of  1628. 
With  regard  to  cottons,  he  insisted  that  the  du- 
ties being  differently  calculated  by  the  value  of 
the  square  yard  in  the  act  of  1842  and  the  act  of 
1828,  it  was  only  on  a  quantity  of  the  respective 
kinds,  taken  in  the  aggregate,  that  a  parallel 
could  bedrawji;  but  by  taking  one  hundred  yards 
of  each  of  the  various  kinds,  and  eucertaining  the 
aggregate  value,  and  by  applying  the  duties  of 
the  two  acts,  it  would  be  found  that  the  same 
kind  of  cottons  yielded  seventy-five  cents  less 
under  the  act  of  1842  than  under  the  act  of  1828; 
and  so  with  woolens.  Upon  the  same  principle, 
he  argued  that  the  duty  on  cotton  bagging  was 
less  under  the  act  of  1842  than  under  the  act  of 
1828.  So  he  also  argued  that  the  duty  on  mo- 
lasses, under  the  act  of  1842,  was  iexs  than  under 
the  act  of  1826.  He  proposed  to  give  way  to  the 
Senator  from  New  Hampshire  for  either  explain- 
ing or  retracting  his  statements  as  to  the  act  of 
1842  having  imposed  hijher  duties  on  those  arti- 
cles than  the  act  of  1828. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  asked  if  the  Senator  wished 
for  his  explanation  now,  or  after  he  had  con> 
eluded  his  remarks? 

Mr.  SIMMONS  said  now.  He  would  yield  the 
£oor  for  the  Senator's  explanation. 

Mr.  BENTO.V  observed  that  if  the  Senator 
from  Rhode  Island  yielded  the  floor,  he  would  { 
feel  himself  entitled  to  t»ke  it.    He  objected  to 
this  mode  of  interrogntian. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  appealed  to  the  Chair  if 
it  was  not  in  order  to  yield  the  floor  for  explana- 
tion to  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  ? 

Mr.  BENTON  observed  that  the  Senator  from 
Rho'de  Island  had  fir«t  impugned  his  tables;  in 
explanation  of  which,  should  the  Senator  yield 
the  floor,  he  was  entitled  to  priority. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  thought  that,  in  this  in- 
stance, it  wiu  according  to  the  usage  of  the  Senate 
to  let  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  explain. 

The  PRESIDING}  OFFICER  observed  that 
there  could  be  no  doubt  of  the  uniform  practice 
of  the  Senate.  If  the  Senator  from  New  Hamp- 
shire preferred  making  his  explanation,  it  was 
perfectly  io  order  for  him  to  proceed. 


Mr.  WOODBURY  said  that,  as  the  gentleman 
gave  way  for  explanations,  he  waa  happy  to  say 
that  the  expression  used  in  the  table— by  the  act 
of  1626 — was  not  so  technical  and  proper,  per- 
haps, as  to  have  said  under,  or  after  that  act.  But 
the  revision  of  the  tariff  by  that  act  was  ro  exten- 
sive, that  it  had  been  jsustoraary  to  speak  of  the 
duties  left  in  force  after  its  passage  as  the  tariff  of 
1828;  when,  i*  fact,  some  of  thi'm,  specified  in 
former  laws,  had  not  been  altered,  but  left  by  its 
scope  and  policy  at  the  same  amount.  With  this 
explanation,  he  hoped  no  one  coukl  be  misled,  if 
any  had  been  already,  as  to  the  duties  intended. 

Mr.  W.  said  he  would  advert  to  the  other  par- 
ticular objection^  to  the  table  under  considera- 
tion, without  going  into  the  argument  or  general 
reasoning  of  the  gentleman.  As  to  the  statement 
about  liU:  boots,  here  was  the  act  of  1842,  making 
them,  in  some  coses,  even  higher  than  the  rale 
given  in  the  table;  but,  as  in  some  other  cases 
they  were  lower,  the  sum  in  the  table,  probably, 
was  considered  a  fair  average. 

As  to  the  next  article,  coal,  the  duty,  before 
1842,  was  by  the  bushel,  and  then  by  the  ton. 
He  had  taken  pains  to  give  two  modes  of  compar- 
ison, as  the  number  of  bushels  in  a  ton  might  be 
computed  diO'erently  by  different  persons.  But 
it  was  not  pretended  that  he  had  slated  the  sums 
too  high;  but,  on  the  contrary,  the  duty  in  1842 
was  printed  twenty-five  cents  too  low. 

Concerningcordc^e  the  whole  table  was  correct, 
though  in  the  speech  he  had  justly  complained  that 
all  cordage,  untarred  and  larred,wa8  too  high, and 
was  a  heavy  burden. 

Next,  as  to  cottons,  the  statement  was  under, 
rather  than  over  the  average,  on  account  of  the 
specific  mintmtun  now  being  as  high  on  an  article 
not  worth  half  as  muoh  as  it  was  in  1823.  At  the 
time  of  the  speech  he  had  fully  explained  this. 

In  respect  to  glasa  bottles,  here  was  the  act  of 
1842,  and  one  kind  was  thesame  rate  he  had  stated 
as  the  highest.  The  next  complaint  was  as  to 
lUki.  But  it  did  not  pretend  there  was  any  error 
in  the  table;  but  was,  that  the  new  duty  origin- 
ated in  others  than  the  manufacturers. 

In  relation  to  steel,  it  was  admitted,  also,  that 
one  kind  corresponded  with  the  table;  and  that 
(icine  had  been  raised  as  was  represented. 

In  respect  to  tiiaoZens,  if  the  gentleman  would 
turn,  to  carpeting,  be  would  find  the  duty  reached 
quite  as  much  ad  valorem  in  both  years  as  was 
stated;  and  the  table  spoke  of  some  woolens,  and 
not  of  all  kinds.  -    , 

As  to  molasses,  he  knew  that  article  and  salt 
had  both  been  reduceU in  ornear  1828;  and  there- 
fore, in  the  next  table,  he  had  stated  the  latter 
article  to  be  loon  falliag  to  ten  cents  per  bushel. 
But,  inadvertently,  he  had  not  inserted  this  qual- 
ification OS  to  molasses,  though  it  did  not  fall  to 
five  cents  per  gallon  till  1830.  This  was  a  mis- 
take as  to  the  precise  year  when  the  reduction 
took  effect — it  liaving  been  not  till  1630,  instead 
of  1828. 

Mr.  SIMMONS  resumed  his  argument,  the 
point  of  which  was,  that  the  Senator  from  New 
Hampshire  had  imputed  the  levyingof  those  du- 
ties which  were  "discreditable  to  American  legis- 
lation" (quoting  Mr.  Clay's  words)  to  the  act  Of 
1828,  and  then  had  aascried  that  the  act  of  1842 
was  more  a  bill  of  abomiimtioiis  than  the  act  of 
1828,  inasmuch  as  it  imposed  higlier  duties  than 
that  act. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  said  his  meaning  was,  not 
that  the  act  of  1828  had  imposed  those  particular 
duties  referred  to  by  the  Senator,  but  that  it  had 
left  them  a^ain  at  such  rates. 

Mr.  SIMMONS  again  adverted  to  the  charge 
brought  forward  by  the  Senator  from  New  Hump- 
shire  in  relation  to  cotton  bagging,  and  asked  for 
an  explanation  on  that  point. 

Mr.  WOODBURY.  In  respect  to  eolton  b^ig- 
ginx,  the  statement  was  correct  as  to  the  rate  io 
1842,  on  each  kind,  whether  made  of  hemp  or 
^unny  cloth.  The  last  was  at  a  higher  rate,  in 
.  1842,  than  the  duty  which  was  imposed  on  cot- 
ton bagging  generally,  to  take  effect  immediately 
by  the  act  of  1826.  It  was  certainly  correct  that 
it  was,  by  that  act,  at  first  to  be  four  and  a  half, 
and  then  to  be  five  centa;  and  was,  by  the  act  of 
1826,  at  once  made  four  and  a  half  cents,  instead 
of  the  figure  three  and  a  half,  as  printed  ia  the 
table. 

The  three  should  be  a  four,  and  was  either  an 
error  in  copying  or  of  tbs  press. 


11      It  would  be  seen,  however,  in  a  note  to  ihs 
table,  (what  was  mentioned   at  the  lime  of  the 
I.  speech,)  that  where  the  specific  dutjes  were  the 
|i  same  under  both  acts,  or  even  lower  in  theaclnf 
I   1842,  the  fsti  in  price  bad  been  such  in  the  article 
in  fourteen  years,  as  to  make  the  duly,  if  reduced 
to  an  «4  vatonm  rate,  more  on  the  value  of  ihe 
article  in  1842,  than  it  was  on  its  value  in  1628. 
This  he  believed  to  be  ihe  case  with  cotton  bul- 
ging; and  therefore  the  difference  did  not  alter  tiie 
conclusion. 

Mr.  SIMMONS  admitted  that  there  was  no 
dispute  between  him  and  the  Senator  as  to  tha 
duty  on  cotton  bagging  and  gunny  cloth  in  the 
act  of  1642.  1 1  was  in  relation  to  the  duty  by  tbs 
act  of  1826  they  differed. 

Mr.  EVANS  said  it  was  evident  the  Senator 
from  Rhode  Island  could  not  conclude  this  ev«a- 
ing.     He  therefore  moved  an  adjournment. 
The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Wkonesdat,  March  27,  ld44. 

Mr.  hvcKt  has  been  appointed  by  the  Speaker 

to  supply  the  vacancy  in  tlie  select  eoromittea  on 

the  Massachusetts  resolutions,  occasioned  by  tbs 

resignation  of  Mr.  GiLMBR. 

SECOND  REGIMENT  OF  DRAGOOKS. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND- desired  leave  to  slate, 
that  when  tlie  bill  posiied  the  House  directing 
the  second  re'iraent  ofdrasoona  to  be  remosnled, 
be  was  called  out  of  the  House,  on  business  re- 
lating t<>  his  representative  duty;  that,  wiihtbe 
permission  of  the  House,  be  would  be  glad  to 
cast  his  vote  for  it. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  motion  for  lesva 
would  be  out  of  order. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  then  said  that  he  was 
favorable  to  the  bill,  and  would  have  voted  for  it 
as  a  measure  necessary  to  the  safety  of  the  weal- 
era  frontier,  if  he  had  been  present  when  it 
passed. 

LIKUTKNA.NT  IRAGG. 

Mr.  CLINTON  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution: 

lUtolcei,  Th.1t  the  Secretary  of  War  be  dirMlwl  to  re- 
port to  this  House  a  copy  of  an  oriirr  or  a  teller  wtd  by  tin 
Bdjiiuint  irenerftl  to  LivutennnI  Bnixlna  BnsR  of  the  Coi- 
led Staiu  Army,  on  or  about  Ihe  fiUlh  day  a<  Maich.  »- 
Btani,  rcquiriitfiitui  to  ruiurn  ronhwitJj  tu  hi*  pna,  wMe 
Lieutenant  Brag;  w;i3  iti  Ilia  qity  of  Wa^liioaton,  rni  aa 
unexpired  leave  of  absence  ;  and  also,  to  inTonn  lite  Hm^ 
on  wiial  liuppo^iiion  tliat  letter  nrordorwas  predieated; 
and  that  lite  aaid  Secretary  also  infonn  the  Hooae  wbctbei 
lUe  8aiit  L.teiitcitaul  Bragg  has  been  arrt^ied.  and,  if  M, 
upon  wtial  cliargef,  and  wln-lher  Hie  proce<'dinil<  npin-t 
him  were  not  induced  by  llic  leara  or  iiui«picionB  of  the  • 
major  general  coinni:indiiig  in  chief  of  Inronoaiion  »ai4 
I>ieulenaiit  Bnif^  wan  Hiip|t<wMl  to  be  imparliiia  loeoa- 
iuittees  or  members  of  ihi.^  liou-e  ;  and  ilie  fftid  Secremy 
inftirni  the  ll'in.He  whether  ihe  «iid  l.ieulennnt  Brajf  «»• 
not  nrrcnted  for  remainin;?  in  Wa-«(iinnton,  when  in  altead 
anee  before  a  cominiitee  of  tliia  Hoase,  aftffr  the  Adjalaal 
treneral  liad  been  informed  by  tha  cUainnaii  of  Itieeesi 
mitlee  tliat  nuch  wa.^  the  ca-'e. 

Mr.  DRO.VIGOOLE  objected  to  the  rcsolatiea. 
He  thought  this  House  should  not  underioka  w 
supervise  the  military  establishments  of  the  coaa- 
try. 

Mr.  WELLER  said  the  gentleman  frors  Vir- 
ginia wouhl  perceive,  from  the  latter  part  of  the 
resolution,  that  the  matter  related  to  a  witoeaa, 
called  before  a  committee  of  this  Housa,  wbidi 
had  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers.  The 
witness,  while  he  was  such  witness,  received  so- 
lice  from  the  major  general  to  report  himself  at 
another  post,  while  the  committee  before  wbiek 
the  witness  was  called  was  engaged  in  an  investi- 
gation of  the  conduct  of  that  major  general  in  ib« 
Florida  war.  It  was,  therefore,  a  question  aficct- 
ing  the  privileges  and  powers  of  this  Hous*. 

Mr.  DRO.VldOOLE  feared  the  prosccutioB  of 
th»  inquiry,  in  this  form,  would  lead  to  many 
difficulties.  It  would  be  neceaaary  to  aseertsis 
whether  the  subpena  was  regularly  sigosd  by 
the  Speaker;  other  questions,  too,  would  arise; 
and  hence  he  was  of  opinion  that  it  would  bs 
better  not  to  take  it  up-now. 

Mr.  WELLER  said  this  was  a  matter  whick 
should  be  investigated;  and,  therefore,  ht  oMvad 
a  suspension  of  the  rules,  for  the  purpose  of  gal- 
ling in  the  resolution. 

The  SPEAKER  put  the  question  on  the  sua- 
pension  of  the  rules;  and  he  auiiouncsd — ayts  74, 
noes  27,  being  less  than  a  quorum. 
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Mr.  WELLER  asked  for  tellers. 
Tellers  were  ordered ;  and  Messrs.  Vihton  and 
CaArMAH  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  tellers  re- 
ported— ayes  73,  noes  23,  being  less  than  a  quo- 
nim. 

Mr.  HALE  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and 
they  were  ordered;  and  being  taken,  resuked — 
yeas  103,  nays  43. 

So  the  rules  were  saspended. 
'    Mr.  HUNT  said  it  appeared  to  hin  that  there 
was  one  clausfe  of  the  resolution  which  was  highly  | 
objectionable.    He  desired  that  it  might  be  again  ' 
nad.  I 

The  resolution  was  aeeordingly  read  by  the  ' 
Clerk.  I 

Mr.  HUNT  proceeded  to  obserre  that  it  would 
be  seen  that  the  resolution  contains  an  imputa-  ! 
tion  upon.the  character  of  the  major  ^ncral.        I 

Mr.  HOUSTON  rose  to  a  question  of  order.  I 
He  did  not  understand  the  resolution  as  being 
yei  before  ihe  House  for  discussion.  | 

The  SPEAKER  observed  that  the  resolution 
was  now  before  the  House,  the  rules  having  been  > 
auipendrd  for  the  purpose  of  considering  it.  I 

Mr.  HUNT  said  he  hoped  the  resolution  would  ' 
not  be  adopted,  as  iteoniainedimputaliunsagninst ' 
the  character  of  the  major  general,  which  were 
compleiely  at  variance  with  the  character  of  that  | 
distinguished  office*.     There  should  be,  at  least, 
some  belter  evidence  produced  than  any  which  '■ 
the  House  possessed,  before  they  pmereileil  to 
attribute  nmtiics  to  a  distinguished  officer  which 
mu.^t  do  him  ^real  injustice.  I 

Mr.  HOUSTON  said  ha  did'  not  undersland  I 
the  resolution  aa  being  of  the  character  which  the 
gentleman  described.  He  thought  it  was  a  proper 
sobject  of  inquiry.    The  resolution  merely  asked 
for  mforniatiun.    He  therefore  demanited  the  pre-  { 
vioas  qoestion. 

Messrs.  VANCE  and  PAYNE  desired  an  op-  I 
porlonitv  to  make  some  reninrks;  but  .  { 

Mr.  MOUSl'ON  insisted  upon  his  demand  for 
the  previous  question. 

On  seconding  the  demand,  tellers  were  appoint- 
ed, who  reported — ayes  81,  noes  40. 

There  wosa  second,  and  the  main  question  was 
ordered  to  be  now  put. 

Mr.  DEOMGOOLE  rose  to  ask  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  upon  the  adoption  of  this  extraordinary 
resolulwn. 

Mr.  BARRINGER  inquired  whether  the  reso- 
lution could  now  be  modified  i 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  the  resolution,  at 
t^is  staga,  could  not  be  modified. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded. 

Mr.  SLIDELLsaid,  before  voting,  he  desired 
to  ask  the  chairman  of  the  Commitiee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs  whether  this  resolution  luid  the  sanc- 
tion of  that  committee? 

Mr.  HARALSON  said,  in  reply,  that  he  had 
not  been  apprised  of  any  soch  resolution. 

Mr.  VANCE  rose  to  make  some  remarks  in^ 
refereoce  to  the  reaotuiion ;  but  was  called  to  order. 

The  yeaa  and  nays  were  taken,  and  Tcsnlted>— 
yeas  98,  nays  63;  as  follows: 

TEAS— Meims.  AdasM,  AndenMm,  Atkimnn,  Baker, 
Benluo,  BlactiweU,  Bower,  Bovd.  Jscoo  Brinkeihoiir,  Aaron 
V.  Brown,  Milton  Brown,  William  1.  Brown,  Burke, 
Caldwell,  Cary,  CaUIn,  Rpubcii  Cbftpman,  AufUAIlia  A. 
Cbanman,  Clinton,  Cobb,  Cnllamer.  Cnllnin,  Dana,  John 
W.  U«v»,  Desii,  Oeberrr,  Donlap,  RIlia,  Ficklin,  FniDch, 
Bjrmoi  Green,  llal««  Healey,  Herrick,  Hoge,  Hooaion, 
Hubard,  Huiibell,  Hughe*,  HuncdTrnrd,  Jamrs  D.  Uunt, 
JainrM>n.  Cave  Johnson,  Perley  B.  Johnaon ,  Andrew  J»hn- 
«nii,  Georve  W.  Jones,  Andrew  Kennedy,  LAbmnche, 
Leonard,  Lewis,  Lueiw,  Lumfikin,  Lyon,  MeCauslen, 
Maclay,  MeOiarmnd,  McCoanell,  McDowell,  MeKny,  Jo 
•epb  Honia,  Norria.  Owen.  Panuenier,  Paiier>on,  Payne, 
PeUil,  Emery  D.  Fouer,  Pratt,  Preston,  Dnvid  H.  Held, 
Redinf ,  Relfe,  Kmer,  Rnberu,  Bnbinaon,  Rokitk,  Saunders, 
TIhmbu  U.  Seymonr.  David  L.  Seymour,  Simons,  Simp- 
■on,  John  T.  8iaiib,TlMMBas  SmiUi,Bal>«n8aBiih,Speace, 
Bieenmd,  John  Stewart,  Stiles,  Stone,  Slfona,  Tboinpson, 
Tibbaus,  WelUr,  Weniworth,  Wheaton,Winiaiiu,  Joseph 

A.  Wrifhi,  and  Yoat— 96. 

NAYS— Measm.  Abholt,  Banlnger,  Baraard,  Edward  J. 
Black,  Jajaes  Blaek,  Bowlia,  Vrwibead,  BaAiigtoa,  Bun, 
Campbell,  Carroll,  CliDcb,Clin(man,  Coles,  Crannon,  Gar- 
rett Davis,  Dellel,  Dickey,  Dickinson,  Droragoole,  Elmer, 
Farlee,  Fish,  Foot,  Giddtnga,  Grider,  Harper,  Hopkins, 
Bodaoo,  Waahiaglon  Hani,  Cbatte*  J.  Ingersoll,  Joeepb 
R.  laaeisoll,  Jokn  P.  Kennedy,  Daniel  P.  Kin(,  McClel- 
land, Hcllvaine,  Edward  J.  Morris,  None,  Nes,  Newion, 
Elisha  R.  Poner,  Ramsey,  Rockwell,  Rodney,  Sample, 
Sehenek,  Senler,  Severance,  Slidetl,  Albert  Smith,  Caleb 

B.  Smith,  Sommen,  Sykes,  Tilden,  Tyler,  Vaaca,  Vsa- 


meier,  Vinloa,  Weiliarad,  WJUla,  Winihropk  Woodirard, 
ao4  WiUiam  Wrichi-63. 

Mr.  BUBBLE  moTwl  a  reconsideratioa  of  th« 


vote  by  which  the  resolution  was  adopted,  and 
demnmled  the  previous  question,  which  was  sec- 
onded by  the  House;  and  under  its  operation  the 
motion  for  reconsideration  was  rejected. 

ENGRAVING  OF  MAPS. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  ftrst  business  in 
order  was  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Engrav- 
ing made  yesterday;  and  the  report,  being  token 
up  and  considered  by  the  House,  was  conciirret) 
in. 

ADJOURNMBlfT  OP  CONGRB88. 

Mr.  SCHBNCK  asked  if  it  would  be  in  order 
to  move  for  a  suspension  of  the  rules  to  take  up 
the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  fixing  the  day  of  the 
ndjourninent  of  Congress.' 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  resolution  would 
come  up  in  the  regular  course  of  business,  imme- 
diately after  the  morning  hour. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  Would  it  then  have  preee- 
deiira  of  nil  oilier  business? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  would  if  a  majority  of  the 
Houiie  did  not  determine  to  give  other  business 
the  precedence. 

iMr.  SCHENCK  said  then,  that  in  that  case  lie 
would  rnlher  trust  to  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 

Mr.  BLACK  inquired  of  the  Cbnir  if  the  res- 
olution of  ihcSenate  made  any  provision  fur  an 
extra  session? 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  it  did  not. 

MrrWELLER  said,,  hu  supposed  that  the 
House  would  udjourn  before  they  had  been  here 
nine  mniilh,  as  llie  Whig  Congress  was. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  snid  timt  the  resolution 
would  come  up  in  the  usual  course,  alter  the 
morning  hour,  and  there  was  ^no  doubt  but  it 
would  be  tnkeii  up  and  acted  on. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  said  that  a  motion  might  be 
made  and  rarried  to  go  into  Commiiiee  of  the 
Whole,  and  thus  prevent  the  resolution  coming 
up.  tie  would  prefer,  therefore,  a  susfiension  of 
the  rules.  Mr.  S.  then  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  HALE  wished  to  know  if  the  motion 
could  be  amendi'd. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  could  not. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  resulted — 
yeas  88,  nays  81. 

There  not  being  a  vote  of  two  thirds,  the  rules 
were  not  suspended. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  next  business  in 
order  was  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from 
Sonth  Carolina,  [Mr.  Campbbll,]  from  the  Com- 
mittee for  the  District  of  Columbia,  setting  apart 
three  days  for  the  consideration  of  the  business 
of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  HENLEY  asked  when  the  resolution  for 
adjournment  would  come  up? 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  would  come  up  aflcr 
the  expiration  of  the  nSorning  hour  unless  the 
House  suspended  the  rules  for  other  business. 

Mr.  HENLEY  then  gave  notice  that  he  should 
call  it  up  at  the  earliest  possible  time  when  it 
could  be  considered. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Campbcll  was  then 
taken  up  and  read;  when  * 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  proposed  a  modification  of 
his  resolution,  so  as  to  make  the  6ih,  7ih,  and 
8ih  legislative  days  of  May  instead  of  the  three 
first  legislative  days. 

The  SPEAKER  said  no  modification  would  be 
in  order,  the  resolution  being  under  the  operation 
of  the  previous  question. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  adoption 
of  the  resolution,  and  carried — ayes  80,  noes  59. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

TheSPEAKERthen,in  parsnaneeoftberulea, 
proceeded  to  call  on  the  standing  committees  for 
reports. 

Mr.  STEWART,  of  Peiininrlninia,  from  the 
Committee  for  the  District  of  Cotombia,  reported 
the  following  bills;  which  were  severally  read 
twice  and  reftrred: 

A  bill  to  amend  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  in- 
corporate the  Alexandria  Canal  Compairf ;"  and 

A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Georgetown  college, 
in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  KIRKPATRICK,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, made  several  adverae  reports;  and,  on  his 
motion,  it  was 

Oritnt,  That  the  Coauaittee  for  the  Distriet  o(  Oohm- 


bla  be  diMhargnl  from  tlie  consideratlnn  nrilK  petitions  of 
J.  C.  Fttzpstrick,  nnd  nf  the  Northern  Liberties  Fire  Com. 
pnny,  in  itie  City  of  \Vasliini;l<iii,  for  an  appropriation  ;  and 
a'Uo  of  tlie  petttinnftfor  a  IBW  to  prevrnltlieiieilineof  t<lavea 
in  the  Dii#trict  or  Coliiiiibja ;  and  titat  tliey  do  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  BOWER,  from  the  Committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  to  incorporate 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tenneasee,  thought  it  belter  to 
dispose  of  this  bill  at  once,  without  any  further 
waste  of  time.  He  was  not  a  member  of  an  Odd- 
Fellnwssocicty ;  but  there  was  another  bill  accom- 
panying the  bill  now  before  the  House,  which 
would  be  reported,to  incorporate  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Freemasons  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  h^ 
prnfuased  to  be  one  of  that  order;  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  n  subordinate  lodge  of  a  chapter,  and  of  the 
Grand  Loilge  of  the  Slate  of  Tennessee;  and,  as 
a  maaon,  and  on  American  citizen,  he  was  op- 
posed 10  grunting  any  act  of  incorporation  to  that 
Boriety.  He  hull  not  held  any  communication 
with  the  Odd-Fullows  of  this  District;  but  he  hail 
ctJnversed  with  a  nietnber  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  _ 
the  District  of  Columbia,  and  that  member  had  in-  ' 
formed  him  that  he  wished  for  no  net  of  incorpo- 
ration. He  WHS  opposed  toaclsof  incorpnratioa 
being  granted  toeilherof  these  orders;  and  there- 
fore, he  would,  if  it  were  in  order,  move  that  the 
bill  be  njci-.tcd.  He  should  make  a  similar  mo- 
tion when  Ihe  bill  cnndc  up  to  incorporate  the  Ma- 
sons, and  he  hoped  no  friend  to  the  order  would 
support  it.  He  believed  masonry  to  be  the  best  ° 
svRtem  of  moral  philosophy  now  extant,  the 
Christian  religion  alone  excepted;  it  was  a  chari- 
table institution,  and  he  was  unwilling  to  see  it 
allied  with  an  iinhdy  a  thing  as  a  corporation. 

Mr.  HOLMES  was  surprised  to  hear  such 
language  from  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee. 
Why,  if  these  societies  were  to  have  any  exten- 
sive utility,  they  must  be  incorporated;  lor  noth- 
ing short  of  the  protection  of  law  for  their  prop- 
erty would  secure  to  individuals  all  the  benefit* 
these  societies  were  designed  and  calculated  to 
confer. 

Mr.  STEENROD  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  asked  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  to  withdraw  that  inolion,  that  the  gen-i 
ticman  who  reported  the  bill  might  have  an  op- 
portunity to  make  some  explanatory  remarks. 

Mr.  STEENROD  refused  to  do  so. 

Mr.  COBB  said  ilint  common  courtesy  would 
dictate  that  this  bill  should  go  through  the  usual 
and  ordinary  forms  of  legisl^ion,  aim  not  be  thns' 
summarily  rejected. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table  Was 
agreed  to  without  a  division. 

Mr.  BOWER  then  reportftd  the  bill  to  incer- 
pnraLe  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Freemasons  of  the. 
District  of  Columbia.  He  said  he  was  not  a  Free- 
mason himself,  but  he  had  seen  how  destitute 
widows  and  helpless  orphans  had  been  protected 
and  maintained  by  this  order, among  whom  were 
found  some  of  the  first  order  of  men,  and  some 
of  the  best  that  ever  adorned  this  world;  and, 
when  he  saw  so  much  good  produced  by  societies 
of  this  character,  he  feTt  that  he  was  fully  justi- 
fied in  taking  the  course  which  he  had  done  as  a 
member  of  the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  McCONMELL  said  be  himself  was  a  Ma- 
son, true  to  the  faith.  The  order  had  lived  for 
more  than  six  thousand  years  on  its  own  merits; 
and  having  sustained  itself  thus  long  without  le- 
gislative aid,  and  against  the  persecutions  of 
wicked  men,  he  had  no  feara  but  that  it  would 
still  triumph  without  any  such  aid.  He  should 
therefore  vote  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

Mr.  PAYNE  called  for  the  yeas  and  Days. 

The  yeaa  and  naya  were  ordered ;  and  being 
taken,  reaulted — yeas  122,  nays  30. 

So  the  bill  waa  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ROBINSON,  it  waa 

Orient,  That  the  Conrailnne  for  the  Distriet  of  OitamMa 
be  discharged  from  tlie  cooaideralton  of  tbs  pelillea  of 
James  Dixon. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS,  fVem  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  made  an  adverse  report  upon  the  ease 
of  John  Harper;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  upon 
the  table. 
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Mr.  S.,  from  the  same  comroittre,  made  a  re-^ 
port  upon  the  case  of  Richard  Sneed,  accom- 
panied by  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  S.,  from  the  same  committee,  made  a  re- 
port upon  lite  case  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
FrtCncis  Cazeau,  of  Montreal,  in  Canada,  accom- 
panied by  a  bill  for  their  relief;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SAUNDERS,  it  was 

(Merti,  Thai  the  Committee  nn  the  Judiciary  be  dit- 
clwrfed  rroin  the  coniidpration  o(  the  reaoluiian  of  the 
House,  or  the  15ili  nf  January  laal,  relaiiTe  to  dividing  the 
locate  of  Ariiaii*as  into  two  judicial  districts,  and  rrom  the 
lesolulioiifl  of  llie  tlouie  fiw  limitinit  the  juriiidictinu  of  the 
United  Statea  courts ;  and  that  said  resoiution  do  lie  upon 
the  uMe. 

Mr.  FRENCH,  from  the  same  committee, 
made  an  adverse  report  upon  the  petition  of  Dai- 
TJd  Melville,  administrator  of  Benjamin  Fry; 
which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  VINTON,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  P.  Duvall; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House.   - 

Mr.  KING,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims,  made  a  report  upon  the  case  of 
the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  Captain 
Presley  Thornton,  deceased,  accompanied  by  a 
bill  for  their  relief;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  SEVERANCE,  from  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims,  made  an  adverse  report 
upon  the  petition  of  Jacob  Kerr;  which  was  read 
twice,  anci  referred  to  ai  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House. 

Mr.  DELLET,  from  the, same  committee, 
made  a  report  upon  the  petition  of  the  legal  heirs 
of  William  A.  Baker,  deceased,  accompanied  by 
a  bill  for  their  relief;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  CROSS,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
a  report  upon  the  petition  of  the  heirs  of  Samuel 
Moore,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  their  relief; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CROSS,  it  was 

(Merti,  That  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims 
be  dischac(ed  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  claim 
of  Elizabetli  Ourriss. 

Mr.  HUNT,  of  Michigan,  from  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs,  made  an  adverse  report  upon 
the  memorial  of  Thomas  Talbot  and  others,  and 
that  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  withdraw  their 
petition. 

Mr.  HUNT,  of  New  York,  from  the  same 
committee,  made  an  adverse  report  tipon  the  me- 
morial of  Lawrence  Taliaferro;  which  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  BENTON,  from  the  same  commilttee, 
made  an  adverse  report  upon  the  petition  of  Eliza 
Bicknetl,  administratix  of  John  Bicknell,  de- 
ceased; which  was  laid  on  the  table.    . 

Mr.  BIDLACK,  from  the  same  committee, 
made  a  report  upon  the  memorial  from  Iowa,  rel- 
ative to  the  Winnebago  Indians,  and  reported  a 
joint  resolution  requesting  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  cause  to  tie  selected  a  permanent 
home  for  the  Winnebago  Indians;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  B.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  made  a 
report  upon  the  petition  of  John  A.  Bryan,  ac- 
companied by  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CARY,  by  leave,  it  was 

Oriertd,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  Houie  be 
disdiarged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  billtocon- 
firm  the  sale  of  public  lands  in  certain  cases,  and  for  other 
purposes ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mlliee  of  the  Whole  on  tha  suie  of  Uie  Union. 

Mr.  STEENROO  from  the  Committee  on  Rev- 
olutionary Pensions,  made  a  reportupon  the  peti- 
tion of  Patrick  Masterton ,  accompiuiied  by  a  bill 
(No.  374)  for  his  relief;  which  was  read  a  fitst 
and  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day 
for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  HARALSON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  made  a  report  upon  the  petition 
of  the  City  Council  and  Port  Society  of  Savan- 
nah, Georgia,  relative  to  Fort  Wayne,  reported 
a  jomt  resolution  concerning  the  site  of  old  Fort 


Wayne,  Savannah,  Georgia;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Wliole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  MURPHY,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  made  an  adverse  report  upon  the  petition 
of  Mary  Barry;  which  was  laid 'on  the  table. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  BARRINGER,  it  was 
OrJereil,  That  the  Committee  on  NaVal  Affhini  be  dis- 
charged from  the  considrrailon  nf  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Gregg,  and  that  it  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  PEYTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  Georgia  upon  the  subject,  reported 
a  bill  authorizing  the  removal  of  obstructions  in 
the  Savannah  river,  below  the  city  pf  Savannah, 
in  the  State  of  Georgia;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  stale  of  the  Union. 

ARMY  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  took 
up  the  bill  making  appropriations  farthe,support 
of  the  Army  for  the  Dscal  year  commencing  the 
1st  of  July,  1844,  and  ending  the  30th  of  June, 
1845. 

The  bill  having  been  read  through. 

The  CHAIRMAN  directed  it  to  be  read  a^in 
by  sections,  to  allow  opportijnity  vf  submitting 
amendments. 

The  first  section  being  read, 

Mr.  McKAY  submitted  an  amendment^o  in- 
sert in  the  third  line,  after  the  word  "  appropri- 
ated," the  words, "  in  addition  to  the  unexpended 
balances  of  former  appropriations ;"  which  amend- 
ment was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  J.  BRINKERHOFF  offered  an  amend- 
ment to  come  at  the  eleventh  line,  as  follows: 

Provided^  That  all  the  supernumerary  oflicers  belonging 
to  or  attached  to  Uie  Army  on  the  3d  of  July,  1844,  shall  he 
dismissed  from  the  service,  and  that  no  supernumerary  nfll- 
cers  be  appointed  or  continued  in  service  alter  that  period. 

Mr.  B.  said  that,  in  the  discussion  of  the  Mil- 
itary Academy  bill,  it  seemed  to  be  admitted  on 
all  hands  that  the  existence  of  a  number  of  super- 
numerary officers  in  the  Army  was  subjeaing  the 
country  toa  useless  expense, and  that  they  ought 
to  be  dismissed.  He  offered  his  amendment  at 
this  time  lest  his  object  should  be  defeated  alto- 
gether by  waiting  for  another  bill  that  might  be 
considered  more  appropriate.  He  knew  that  they 
were  expecting  a  report  from  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  and  the  Committee  on  Retrench- 
ment, accompanied  by  bills  for  diminishing  the 
expense  of  the  Army;  but,  in  waiting  for  these 
bills,  the  opportunity  might  pass  away,  and  the 
session  be  ended  without  doing  anything  in  the 
matter.  According  to  the  estimates  submitted  to 
the  House  by  the  Committee  on  Retrenchment, a 
saving  would  be  effected,  by  adopting  a  provision 
of  this  kind,  of  |81,000  a  year.  This  wf  a  con- 
siderable sum,  and  worth  saving;  and  it  could  now 
be  done  by  incorporating  the  provision  he  had 
offered  in  the  bill  before  them,  instead  of  waiting 
for  another  bill.  He  hoped  that  the  House  would 
act  on  this  subject  now  that  they  had  the  oppor- 
tunity of  doing  so — that  they  would  strike  while 
the  iron  was  Mt.  When  th«  next  class  of  grad- 
uates was  commissioned,  the  number  of  super- 
numeraries in  the  Army  would  be  somewhere 
about  one  hundred. 

Mr.  McKAY  said  he  understood  that  the  Re- 
trenchment Committee  had,  on  Monday  morning, 
reported  a  bill  containing  a  provision  for  discharg- 
ing these  supernumerary  officers,  similar  to  that 
now  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio.  Now, 
he  believed  there  was  a  rule  of  the  House  prohib- 
iting the  offer  of  any  amendment  to  a  bill,  con- 
taining the  same  thing  in  substance  that  is  pro- 
vided lor  in  another  bill  pending  before  the  House. 
The  bill  of  the  Retrenchment  Committee  would 
come  up  in  its  turn,  and  if  there  was  a  majority 
of  the  House  in  favor  of  the  principle  contained 
in  the  amendment,  it  would  pass  into  a  law.  He 
understood  from  the  gentleman  from  South  Car- 
olina, before  him,  [Mr.  Black,]  who  made  the 
reportfrom  the  Retrenchment  Committee  to  which 
he  adverted,  that  his  bill  contained  the  same  pro- 
vision for  dismissing  the  supernumerary  second 
lieutenants  that  was  contained  in  the  amsndmsnl 
of  the  eentlcman  from  Ohio. 

Mr.  J.  BRINKERHOFF  observed  that  he  drew 
up  his  amendment  but  a  minute  ago,  without  ref- 
erence to  any  bill,  or  clause  of  a  bill,  before  the 


House;  not  having  seen  the  bill  of  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina.  His  amendment,  therefore, 
could  not  be  identical  with  the  clause  in  the  bill 
which  the  genilennn  from  North  Carolina  [Mr. 
McKat]  spoke  of.  He  hoped  be  might  be  per- 
mitted to  add  one  word  more.  He  knew  that 
there  was  a  disposition  in  the  House  to  retrench 
the  expenditures  of  the  Government;  but,  unfor- 
tunately, whenever  a  movement  was  made  with 
that  object  in  view, the  objection  was  always  made 
that  it  was  a  wrong  time.  Now,  he  did  hope  that 
this  attempt  at  retrenchment  would  hot  be  virova 
aside  on  that  plea. 

Mr.  BLACK,  of  South  Carolina,  said  he  weald 
stale  for  the  information  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  that  he  presented  a  bill  from  the  CommillM 
on  Retrenchment,  containing  a  clause  of  the  same 
tenor  as  his  amendment,  and  that  this  bill  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
stale  of  the  Union.  In  one  respect,  however,  ha 
differed  with  the  gentlenuui.  His  bill,  while  it 
provided- forthedisbandiiig  of  the  supernumerary 
officers  in  the  Army,  provided  also  to  allow  them 
three  months'  pay  on  their  dismissal.  He  would 
have  much  preferred  that  this  bill  should  be  cob- 
sidered  previously  to  the  one  they  were  now  acting 
on.  His  bill  proposed  a  saving  of  4550,000  a«- 
nuallr,  inehiding  the  |81,000  which  was  to  bs 
saved  by  the  present  bill. 

The  CHAIRMAN,  referring  to  the  rule  quoted 
by  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  said  that 
it  was  not  applicable  to  the  present  case,  and  that 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  was 
in  order. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  appealed  from  thedeeiaioa 
of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  suggested  to  the  gentlemaa 
from  Ohio  to  change  the  phraseology  of  his  amend- 
ment, and  thus  avoid  the  point  of  order  raised  by 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina.  He  would 
propose  to  him  so  to  frame  his  amendment  as  to 
provide  that  no  pert  of  the  appropriation  mads 
in  the  bill  before  them  shonU  be  applied  to  the 
payment  of  any  supernumerary  officer  after  the 
3d  of  July  next.  In  this  way  the  difficulty  wogkl 
be  avoided.  He  agreed  with  the  gentleaian  from 
Ohio,  [Mr.  J.  BBikazKHOFr,]  that  if  the  desired 
retrenchment  was  to  be  made,  it  should  be  incor- 
porated in  this  bill, forthere  was  danger  of  losb; 
It  altogether  by  wailing  for  any  other. 

The  question  was  put  on  Mr.  DaoMOOOtt't 
appeal,  and  decided  in  favor  of  ■•staining  Ih* 
decision  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  J.  BRINKERHOFF,  for  the  purpose  of 
freeing  his  amendment  from  any  objections  thft 
might  be  urged  on  the  ground  of  i la  injustice  to 
the  officers  to  be  dismissed,  said  be  would  mod- 
ify it  in  accordance  with  the  soggeation  of  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Black,) 
so  as  to  allow  them  three  months' additional  pay 
at  the  time  of  their  dismissal.  Mr.  B.  then  sent 
up  to  the  table  a  provision  to  that  effect,  whick 

iVttS  PCAU 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  stated  that  he  undsr- 
stood  from  the  chief  of  the  engineer  departmsol 
that  these  supernumerary  second  lieutenants,  so 
far  from  being  useless,  were  actively  and  wm- 
fully  employed.  He  then  stated  the  various  du- 
ties on  which  these  officers  were  employed. 

Mr.  HOLMES  observed  thatit  did  notbecomt 
so  grave  and  dignified  a  body  of  legislators,  io- 
tnisted  with  regulating  the  varioua  affairs  of  tb« 
nation,  to  decide  off  any  question  in  this  hasty 
manner.  Without  having  the  necessary  infbruw- 
lion  before  them,  and  without  any  report  fronihe 
appropriate  standing  committee,  they  wereealM 
upon  to  alter  in  a  very  material  manner  one  of  the 
old  established  systems  of  the  rxiuntry. 

Now  ifit  were  deemed  hecassary  ultipaatelyle 
d  isband  these  second  lieutenants — a  aubject  whidi 
his  friend  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Black]  bad 
informed  them  the  Military  Committee  bad  «••• 
sidered,  and  which  would  oome  up  wbeo  (he  bill 
reported  on  that  subject  was  aelea  upon — bc^ 
it  to  gentlemen  whether  they  should  now  basuly 
disposeofsuch  vas;,and  momentoua iDterests;aBd 
whether  such  a  disposition  would  comport  with 
the  gravity  which  should  mark  all  their  pressed 
ings.  He  denieiTthat  theae  supemnmeranr  sec- 
ond lieutenants  were  an  incubus  on  the  Army, 
as  had  been  alleged;  nor  would  the  diabandiagof 
those  officers  be  promotive  of  economy;  and  uis 
he  was  prepared  to  show;  for  while  they  w«« 
i  undergoing  •  course  of  inatnulion,  whidi  gsn 
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them  an  acqaaintanee  with  army  tactics,  which 
coald,ata  moment's  notice,  in  case  of  emergency, 
be  brought  Into  active  service,  they  were  usefully 
employed  in  the  various  bur^us.  Take  away 
these  officers,  and  other  clerks  must  be  employed, 
who  had  everything  to  learn,  both  in  bureau  ser- 
vice and  army  tactics;  and  therefore,  in  point  of 
economy,  there  was  nothing  to  be  gained,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  much  to  be  lost  in  emciency-^for  it 
was  not  pretended  that  they  were  unemployed 
and  left  to  walk  the  streets.  He  could  speak  with 
some  eon6dence  on  that  subject;  and  he  could 
assure  the  committee  they  were  all  employed, 
either  in  the  field  or  in  the  bureaus.  The  system 
was  a  proper  one,  for  it  brought  the  army  officers 
to  do  the  duty  of  the  citizen;and  combined  many 
advanuges  which  made  the  militia  system  so 
popular;  they  preserved  the  military  rank  and 
potentiality, and  thus  accomplished  a  great  object, 
while  they  diminished  none  of  the  efficiency  of 
the  bureaus;  and  therefore  he  hoped  this  amend- 
ment would  not  now  prevail,  especially  as  this 
subject  would  again  so  soon  come  up  on  another 
bill  to  efliect  the  same  object. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR,  of  New  York,  was  in  favor 
of  the  amendment.  He  had  heard  much  said  on 
the  subject  of  retrenchment;  he  had  heard  many 
loud  profenions  on  that  subject;  and  here  was  a 
tan|ible  point  on  which  they  could  put  their  pro- 
fessions into  practice,  if  they  were  really  disposed 
to  act.  He  knew  it  was  said  they  were  not  now 
prepared  to  act — that  they  had  not  before  them 
the  requisite  information  to  guide  them  in  such 
legislation;  but  he,  for  one,  fell  perfectly  ready 
and  prepared  to  act.  He  needed  no  more  inform- 
ation than  he  already  possessed.  They  had  suf- 
ficient information  from  a  standing  committee 
which  had  maturely  considered  the  subject.  But 
it  was  said  that  these  ninety  supernumerary  sec- 
ond lieutenants  were  employed  in  the  bureaus; 
but  he  had  been  to  the  Departments,  and  had 
never  seen  them  there  employed.  It  was  well 
known  that  they  were  unemployed,  while  they 
were  receiving  pay  from  the  country. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  said,  if  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  would  give  him  the  name  of  any 
one  of  them  that  he  supposed  was  uncmptoyed, 
he  pledged  himself  to  obtain  the  information 
which  would  show  how  they  were  employed. 

Mr.SEYMOUR,ofNewVork,saldhewasnot 
acquainted  with  the  names  of  those  officers,  but  he 
was  satiB6ed  that,  if  ninety  supernumerary  second 
lieutenants  were  employed  in  the  bureaus  here, 
they  would  be  seen.  He  was  willing  that  our  miU- 
tary  officers  should  be  properly  paid,  but  beyond 
that  he  would  not  go.  He  had  come  here  to  carry 
out  those  principles  of  economy  and  retrench- 
ment which  he  professed;  but  if  the  committee 
was  averse  to  the  adoption  of  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  he  should  despair  of 
accomplishing  any  useful  retrenchment  in  any 
department  of  this  Oovernment;  for  there  could 
not  be  a  more  palpable  case  than  that  now  pre- 
■enled  to  the  House. 

Mr.  HALE  said,  whatever  motion*  were  made 
to  retrench  any  department  of  this  Oovernment, 
some  friend  of  that  particular  branch  would  rise 
and  say,  "  Oh  I  looen  not  this,  it  is  the  most  use- 
ful to  the  country;  retrench,  if  you  please,  but  go 
elsewhere  to  make  youikretrenchment."  But  Tic 
would  say,  with  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
that,  if  this  proposed  retrenchment  failed,  he 
should  utterly  despair  of  effecting  any  retrench- 
ment worthy  of  the  name.  It  was  said  these  offi- 
cers were  employed;  but  employed  in  what .'  It 
was  said  they  were  employed  in  bureaus;  but  if 
they  were,  they  were  ladies'  bureaus,  decorating 
their  persons.  Many  of  these  officers  were  al- 
lowed forage  and  horses — to  do  what?  To  ride 
from  one  bureau  to  the  other? 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  remarked  that  he  had 
pledged  himself  to  produce  the  evidence  of  their 
employnient — information  to  be  procured  ex  ea- 
thtira,  and  from  the  proper  quarter. 

Mr.  HALE  said  they  had  had  too  many  ez'ca- 
tktdra  statemenls  maiie  16  the  House,  and  he 
hoped  they  should  have  less  for  the  future.  He 
did  not  like  the  close  proximity  of  the  headquar- 
ters, and  he  should  like  to  put  the  cathedral  fur- 
ther o<r.  [Laughter.]-  He  further  remarked, 
that  eleven  of  these  supernumerary  second  lieuten- 
ants were  employed  aa  assistant  professon  at 
'West  Point,  without  law,  and  against  law,  and  to 
this  be  objected;  but  when  a  reform  was  attempt- 


ed, it  was  called  "a  ruthless  piece  of  agrarian- 
ism."  He  was  much  gratified  with  the  remarks 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio.  He  hoped  that  gen- 
tleman s  suggestion  .would  be  adopted,  and  that 
this  amendment  would  be  approved  by  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  BLACK,  of  South  Carolina,  regretted  that 
this  subject  had  thus  been  sprung  upon  the 
House.  The  Committee  on  Retrenchment,  of 
which  he  was  a  member,  had  considered  and  re* 
ported  on  this  subject,  and  the  bill  which  they 
had  reported  was  no w  on  the  Calendar,  and  would 
soon  come  up  for  consideration;  but  as  the  sub- 
ject had  come  up,  he  would  observe  that' our 
Army  now  was  merely  a  skeleton,  each  com- 
pany having  been  reduced  to  forty-two  men,  to 
each  of  which  four  officers  necessarily  belonged, 
and  therefore  these  supernumerary  officers  were 
unnecessarily  employed. 

Mr.  FISH  agreed  with  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  that  these  officers  were  fully  em- 
ployed, and  he  hoped  the  amendment  would  not 
prevail.  He  had  not  expected  this  debate  to  come 
up  at  this  time,  or  he  should  have  been  prepared 
to  lay  before  the  committee  official  statemenls, 
which  would  have  shown  how  they  were  em- 
ployed. He  believed  they  were  essential  to  the 
efficiency  of  the  Army,  and  that  they  were  well 
employed. 

As  to  the  employment  of  these  officers:  they 
were  not  employed  in  the  bureau,  but  were  em- 
ployed in  their  various  regiments,  and  necessa- 
rily employed.  He  would  mention  one  case, 
where  one  of  these  supernumerary  lieutenants, 
within  two  years  after  he  had  graduated,  had  the 
command  of  a  company  at  New  Orleans;  and  he 
would  leave  it  to  any  gentleman,  however  much 
opposed  to  this  command  in  the  Army,  to  say 
whether  this  officer  wos'not  necessarily  employed. 

The  act  of  1812  Umiled  the  numlier  of  cadets 
at  the  Military  Academy  to  two  hundred  and 
fifty.  The  construction  put  upon  the  act  by  the 
Attorney  General  was,  that  sixty  might  be  edu- 
cated annually.  The  consequence  was, Ihe  num- 
ber rose  at  one  time  as  high  ns  two  hundred  and 
ninety-seven.  The  act  of  184:4  reduced  the  num- 
ber, and  fixed  the  maximum  at  two  hundred  and 
thirty-seven.  Taking  this  as  the  maximum,  the 
average  number  of  admissions  would  be  thirty- 
one  annually.  This  was  precisely  correspond- 
ing to  the  average  number  of  vacancies  occurring 
in  the  Army. 

He  supposed  it  was  not  necessary  to  go  into  a 
argument  as  to  the  importance  of  this  skeleton 
systrm  upon  which  our  Army  was  organized;  but 
he  wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the  committee 
especially  to  the  fact  that  these  supernumerary 
officers,  as  they  were  called,  were  actually  neces- 
sary to  fill  the  Vacancies  occurring  every  year. 
They  were  also,  in  the  mean  time,  employed  upon 
staff  duly — upon  duty  imposed  upon*  them  by 
Congress. 

If  the  amendment  should  prevail,  it  would  in- 
volve the  House  in  the  necessity  of  further  action 
— action  far  beyond  that  anticipated.  The  prop- 
osition belonged  appropriately  to  the  Retrencn- 
ment  Committee.  He  hoped  the  gentleman  would 
withdraw  his  proposition,  because  it  would  em- 
barrass the  proceedings  upon  the  retrenchment 
bill,  as  well  as  the  one  now  before  the  House. 

Mr.  HARALSON  said,  perhaps  it  would  be 
well  to  understand  precisely  where  they  stood 
upon  this  question.  He  thought  they  were  acting 
snmewhnt  prematurely.  The  question  respecting 
the  reduction  of  the  institution  at  West  Point  had 
been  referred  to  one  of  the  committees  of  the 
House — the  Committee  on  Retrenchment;  and 
yet,  when  an  appropriation  was  under  consider- 
ation, the  occasion  was  seized  upon  for  striking 
a  death-blowattheinstitution,  although  that  com- 
mittee had  not  yet  made  their  report.  He  thought 
it  would  be  well  to  wait  until  the  report  should  be 
laid  before  them,  and  when  in  possession  of  aH 
the  details,  a  measure  might  be  aevised  by  which 
these  supernumeraries  should  be  reduced,  and  ul- 
timately absorbed ,  and  placed  upon  active  service. 
He  would  not  ask  the  House  to  wait  for  the  re- 
port of  the  Military  Committee,  if  they  were  de- 
termined to  make  a  sweep  at  once  from  the  public 
service;  but  he  thought  they  ought  at  least  to  wait 
for  the  report  of  the  Retrenchment  Committee,  to' 
which  the  subject  had  been  specially  referred.  If 
these  officers  were  unnecessary,  he  wanted  to 
know  it,  and  lie  would  agree  that  they  should  be 


dismissed ;  but  they  could  not  at  present  determina 
upon  this  point.  He  would  suggest  that  the  sub- 
ject be  passed  over  for  the  present;  or,  if  that  was 
not  the  proper  mode,  he  would  move  that  the  com- 
mittee rise. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  said  he  hoped  the  commit- 
tee would  not  rise. 

Mr.  McKAY  said  he  hoped  that  the  committe* 
would  proceed  to  pass,  this  bill.  If  it  were  the 
determination  of  a  majority  of  the  House  to  dis- 
charge the  supernumerary  lieutenants,  it  would 
be  competent  to  do  so  either  by  the  mode  pro- 
posed ty  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  or  by  the 
passage  of  the  bill  reported  by  the  genllemaa 
from  South  Carolina  from  the  Retrenchment  Com- 
mittee. How  had  the  Army  been  formerly  re- 
duced ?  It  had  been  done  by  provisions  inserted 
originally  in  appropriation  bills.    If  this  appro- 

Eriation  were  passed,  and  afterwards  a  bill  should 
e  passed  making  a  reduction  in  the  Army,  the 
one  would -not  interfere  with  the  other.  The 
nioney  which  would  be  raved  by  the  reduetion 
woultl  not  be  drawn  from  thfc  Treasury.  There- 
fore, there  was  no  sort  of  necessity  for  a  post- 
Conemenl  of  the  action  of  the  .House  upon  this 
ill. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  said  he  was  opposed  to  a 
postponement  of  the' bill.  The  views  expressed 
by  a  committee  certainly  were  entitled  to*  have 
just  weight,  and  he  was  always  disposed  tu  give 
way  to  those  views,  provided  tlifey  did  not  com4 
in  direct  conflict  wiih  some  material  obstacle  in 
his  own  mind.  But  when  the  subject  of  the 
Military  Academy  was  up  before,  the  same  ar- 
guments were  advanced,  that  if  a  reduction  was 
afterwards  made,  the  money  would  not  be  drawn 
from  the  Treasury.  He  voted  for  the  appropri- 
ation with  that  understanding;  and  sulisequcnt 
reflection  had  well  nigh  convinced  him  that  he 
had  done  wrong,  because  the  passage  of  that  ap- 
propriation was  taken  as  an  expression  of  will- 
ingness, on  the  part  of  aH  who  voted  for  it,  that 
the  academy  should  stand  as  it  is.  He  was  of 
opinion  that  these  supernumerary  officers  should 
be  dispensed  with;  and  he  was  supported  in  this 
opinion  by  the  declaration  of  the  gentlenmn  from 
South  Carolina,  that  it  was  the  unaninmns  opin- 
ion of  the  committee  that  their  services  might  be 
dispensed  with  without  detriment  to  the  public 
service.  This,  with  the  information  which  he 
had  individually,  was  conclusive  with  him  that 
they  ougirt  to  he  discharged.  If  they  were  going 
to  pass  this  bill  without  incorporating  the  proviso 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  he  insisted  that  they 
ought  to  strike  out  the  appropriation  for  the  pay 
of  these  officers,  in  order  to  create  a  pledge  on 
the  part  of  the  House  that  they  will  take  up  a 
bill  for  the  reduction  of  the  Army. 

Mr.  BLACK,  of  South  Carolina,  asked  leave 
10  explain.  In  the  statement  he  made,  he  intended 
to  say  that  all  the  members  of  the  Committee  on 
Retrenchment,  who  were  present  when  the  report 
was  agreed  on,  were  in  fovor  of  it.  There  were 
two  of  the  members,  however,  who  were  not 
present  when  it  was  made. 

Mr.  THO.MPSON  eontinueiT  The  gentleman 
stated  that  he  had  been  informed  by  Colonel  Tot- 
ten,  that  these  supernumerary  second  lieutenant* 
were  actively  employed.  Now,  employed  in 
what?  If  they  were  employed  in  any  bureau,  he 
should  like  to  know  whether  they  receive  their 
pay  as  clerks,  in  addition  to  their  pay  as  officers 
of  the  Army? 

Some  explanation  took  place  between  Messrs. 
HOLMES  and  THOMPSON,  which  was  not 
heard. 

Mr.  J.  BRINKERHOPF  observed  that  there 
was  one  piece  of  information  that  he  had  been 
anxious  to  get  from  the  gentlemen  who  had  ad- 
dressed the  committee  on  this  occasion,  and  that 
was  in  relation  to  the  presentemploymentof  these 
supernumeraries;  but  he  had  listened,  and  listened 
in  vain,  forany  information  on  that  subject.    One 

gentleman  said  that  they  were  employed  in  the 
ureaus.  If  that  was  the  case,  he  should  like  to 
know  where  was  the  authority  of  law  for  employ- 
ing them  in  this  manner?  Congress  had  provided 
by  law  for  organization  of  the  civil  Departments 
of  the  Government,  and  had  fixed  the  number  of 
clerks  to  be  employed  in  them,  with  the  amount 
of  iheir  salaries;  but  there  was  no  authority  for 
employing  Army  officers  in  them,  or  for  giving 
them  pay  as  clerks. 
Mr.  FtSH  Mked  leave  to  make  an  explanation. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


460 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


March  28, 


Both  the  gentlemen  who  had  apoken  of  the  em- 
ployment of  theae  supernumeraries  were  mis- 
taken.  None  of  them  were  employed  as  clerks. 
He  held  in  his  hand  an  official  statement  of  the 
adjutant  general,  by  which  it  appeared  that  they 
were  all  doing  duty  with  their  regintents,  and 
taking  the  place  of  those  officers  who  were  em- 
ploy^ in  the  staff,  and  in  the  bureaus  of  the  War 
Department. 

Mr.  HOLMES  made  •  brief  explanation,  not 
heard. 

Mr.  J.  BRINKERHOFFsaid  it  appeared  that 
the  gentlemen  could  not  agree  as  to  what  these 
young  men  were  doing.  They  agreed  that  they 
were  employed  in  something,  but  what  it  was 
they  could  not  determine.  He  had  heard  about 
setting  sailors  to  pick  oakum  to  keep  them  out  of 
mischief;  and  on  the  same  principle,  these  young 
men  might  be  employed  in  doing  the  duties  of 
commissioned  officers  to  keep  them  out  of  harm's 
way;  but  it  seemed  to  bim  that  it  was  an  unne- 
cessary expense  to  the  country.  It  was  obserred 
by  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr. 
MeK  AT,]  in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  that  there 
was  a  great  redtiction  in  the  rank  and  file  of  the 
Army;  but  notwithstanding  that  redaction,  the 
number  of  officers  was  still  kept  up.  The  gentle- 
man from  New  York  spoke  of  the  staff  of  the 
Army.  Now,  where  was  there  any  raeaney  in 
the  staff?  It  was  all  full,  though  there  was  a  host 
of  supernamerary  officers,  who,  as  the  gentleman 
from  New  Hampshire  observed,  could  not  be 
classed  under  any  other  head. 

We  are  told  that  this  is  not  the  proper  time; 
and  we  are  euked  to  wait  till  a  more  appropriate 
bill  comes  up;  and  yet  the  gentlemen  wno  make 
this  request  give  us  no  information.  The  report 
of  the  MUilary  Committee,  it  was  said,  was  ready 
to  be  brought  in;  and  surely  the  gentlemen  who 
^were  preparing  it  had  collected  some  facts  as  to 
the  employment  of  the  officers.  He  was  afraid 
of  the  cry  he  heard  in  some  parts  of  the  House, 
of  "  premature  action;"  and  it  seemed  to  him, 
from  what  he  had  slready  witnessed,  that  the 

r roper  time  for  retrenchment  never  was  to  come, 
t  might  be  that  the  report  of  the  Military  Com- 
mittee, and  that  of  the  Committee  on  Retrench- 
mentiwould  not  receive  the  sanction  of  the  House, 
or,  if  agreed  to  here,  they  might  Qot  receive  the 
sanction  of  the  Senate. 

Now,  then,  was  the  proper  time.  They  had 
abill  before  them  in  which  this  desirable  retrench- 
ment could  be  incorporated,  and  they  should  not 
lose  the  opportunity  thus  afforded  them.  The 
saving  was  an  important  one,  and  ought  to  be 
made;  for  there  were  many  useful  and  necessary 
objects  to  which  it  could  be  applied,  greatly  to 
the  advantage  of  the  country.  The  commerce  of 
the  West  is  suffering  for  the  want  of  a  small  ap- 
propriation; and  when  we  ask  for  it,  we  are  sig- 
nifieady  asked  the  question,  "Where  is  the  money 
to  come  from  >"  Now  that  we  have  pointed  out 
where  the  money  is  to  come  from,  by  lopping  off 
a  wasteful  and  unnecessary  expenditure,  we  are 
told  that  it  is  "  prematiire,  and  that  we  arc  acting 
without  the  necessary  information,  and  striking  at 
the  old-established  systems  of  thecountry,  Mr. 
B.  concluded  by  expressing  the  hope  that  the  bill 
would  not  be  postponed,  but  that  the  amendment 
would  be  adopted,  and  the  saving  effected,  now 
that  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  House  to  do  it. 

Mr.  STEWART  hoped  that  the  posiponemwnt 
would  not  be  made;  and  that  the  House  would 
at  once  dispose  of  this  and  the  other  appropria- 
tion bills,  so  as  to  be  able  to  adjourn  at  an  early 
dav.  He  thought  this  a  proper  time  to  make  the 
reauetion  proposed  in  the  expenditures  of  the 
Army,  and  hoped  the  amendment  would  be 
adopted.  He  had  listened  in  vain  for  any  satia- 
fiictory  reasons  for  retaining  these  supernumerary 
officers  in  service,  and  thought  they  ought  to  be 
disbanded,  and  the  money  applied  to  useful  and 
necessar]r  objects  of  internal  improvement.  He 
thought  it  would  be  to  the  advantage  of  these 
young  men  to  dismiss  them,  and  let  them  get 
employments  in  the  civil  pursuits  of  life,  rather 
than  waste  their  time  in  idleness,  at  the  public 
expense.  B)r  dismissing  them,  they  might  become 
valuable  and  respeetabia  members  of  society; 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  by  keeping  them  in 
the  public  service  in  idleness,  they  were  in  dan- 
ger of  contmctine  vicious  habits. 

Mr.  8CHENCK  had  not  the  difficulty  that 
other  gentlemen  had  of  finding  out  bow  these  ll 


supernumerary  officers  were  employed.  He  did 
not  suppose,  because  they  were  termed  supernu- 
meraries, that  they  were  therefore  useless.  He 
understood  from  the  gentlenian  from  New  York, 
[Mr.  Fish,]  that  he  had  a  statement  from  the 
adjuunt  general,  showing  that  they  were  all  ac- 
tively employed  with  their  regiments,  doing  the 
duty  of  those  officers  who  were  employed  in  the 
Stan,  and  in  the  bureaus  of  the  War  Department. 
He  was  opposed  to  the  amendment,  and  should 
vote  against  it.  Even  if  the  employments  ofthese 
young  men  were  trifling,  still  it  was  better,  in  his 
opinion,  to  keep  them  in  the  service,  so  that  they 
might  be  at  hand  in  ease  a  war  should  break  out. 
Taking  the  illustration  of  his  colleague,  [Mr.  J. 
Brinibrhoff,]  he  would  not,  because  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  keep  sailors  out  of  mischief,  set  them 
ashore  with  three  months'  provisions,  but  he 
would  set  them  to  picking  oakum,  and  then  he 
would  have  their  services  when  the  storm  came, 
or  when  the  battle  was  rasing. 

Mr.  J.  BRINfCERHOFF  would  ask  his  col- 
league if  the  country  had  not  a  right  to  the  serr 
vices  of  all  its  citizens;  and  if  a  warcame,  if  these 
officers  eoukl  not  be  called  on  as  well  as  if  they 
were  in  the  Army?  Why,  the  argument  used  for 
keeping  up  West  Point  was,  thai  the  number  of 
cadets  who  would  leave  it  without  being  commis- 
sioned would  have  the  effect  of  diffusing  military 
knowledge  throughout  the  country. 

Messrs.  PATfERSON.  THOMPSON,  and 
FICKLIN  continued  the  discussion. 

The  question  on  the  proposed  postponement 
was  nenttived. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  said  he  desired  to  move  so 
to  reduce  the  appropriation  as  to  deduct  the 
180,000  which  was  estimated  for  these  supernu- 
meraries. 

The  CHAIRMAN  was  understood  to  decide 
that  it  was  not  then  in  order. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  atiggested  an  amend- 
ment of  the  motion  made  to  dischai^  the  super- 
numeraries, by  the  intruduction  of  the  word 
"  useless"  before  the  word  "  supernumeraries." 

Mr.  HALE  suggested  that  it  should  read  "  su- 
pernumeraries, being  useless."    [Laughter.] 

Mr.  ADAMS  inquired  if  a  further  amendment 
would  not  be. necessary,  so  that  it  might  be  de- 
termined who  wiu  to  decide  whether  uie  super- 
numeraries were  useless  or  not. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  amendment, 
and  it  was  negatived. 

Mr.  COLES  rose  to  address  the  committee,  but 
gave  way,  as  the  hour  was  late,  for  a  motion  that 
the  committee  rise. 

The  committe  rose,  aud  reported  that  they  had 
come  to  no  conclusion. 

The  Hotise  adjourned. 


The  tbllofrlng  petitions,  presented  to  dajr,  were  banded 
to  the  reporters  by  the  mcmberii  presendng  tiiem  : 

By  Mr.  RCLFE:  The  petiiion  or  tlie  inbabitanls  of  Po- 
tosi  and  Selina,MiB80ur1,  In  relatlnn  lo  Ibe  Iniprovement  of 
the  western  rivrrs ;  which  was  referred  10  the  CToonnittee 
uf  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  ibe  Union. 

By  Mr.  CLINCH:  The  petition  of  Robert  Lang  and 
others,  cilicens  of  Georgia,  praying  f  jr  an  alteration  of  the 
pilot  laws,  so  as  Uf  exempt  coasting  vessels  from  paying 
piloi  license ;  whicb  wo*  referred  to  ibe  (^omaiiitee  on 
Commerce. 

By  Mr.  tIOG£:  The  petition  and  nccoAipanying  docu- 
mnnts  of  George  Swig<irt,  praying  compensation  for  losses 
during  the  last  war;  which  were  referred  to  Ibe  Comroiltee 
of  Claims. 

Also,  the  petitiOB  of  James  M.  Wright,  D.  Howell,  and 
one  hundred  and  one  others,  citizens  of  the  Slate  of  Illi- 
nois, praying  Congress  lo  maiie  an  appropriation  for  the  re- 
moval of  the  obstructions  to  Ibe  navigation  of  Eoek  river, 
in  said  State  of  Illinois;  whicb  was  referred  to  tbe  Coin- 
uiitiee  on  Commerce.  • 

Also,  the  petition  of  Alfred  Loomis,  James  M.  Cnmpbell 
and  forty  flv^  others,  citizens  of  McDonnogh  connty,  in  the 
State  of  Illinois,  imkyiDg  Congress  to  make  apprnpriaiions 
for  the  immediate  improvement  of  tbe  Missouri  aiul  Upper 
Miswuri  rivers;  which  was  referred. to  tbe  Committee  of 
Uie  Whole  on  the  srate  of  the  Union. 

By  Mr.  BOWER:  Tbe  petitioii  of  S.  3.  Harrison  and 
thirty-six  oUwrs,  eilisent  of  llic  city  of  Hannibal,  in  tlie 
Stale  of  Miaoouri,  praying  ao  appropoatlob  for  tbe  ioiprove- 
mentof  the  western  waters. 

Also,  the  petition  of  James  C.  Fox  and  thirty -three  others, 
citizens  of  Monroe  connty.  Miasonri,  pfayfng  for  afipropria- 
liOBs  for  tlie  improvement  of  tbe  wealem  waters ;  whicb 
was  refetred  to  the  Conunittae  of  tbe  Wliole  on  ibo  aiate 
of  the  Union. 

By  Mr.  RAMSGT :  The  petition  of  Simeon  Onllfonl  and 
numerous  others,  citixena  of  LclmnoQ  county,  Pennsylva- 
nia, against  any  interference  with  the  tariff  of  IS43. 

By  Mr.  RITTER :  A  memorial  from  citizens  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, praying  Congress  to  maintain  tbe  present  tariff,  un- 
til experience  shall  have  demonstrated  that  a  change  would 
be  for  the  betlsr. 


By  Mr.  FICKLIN  :  The  memnrialof  John  J.  Bmrasad 
seventy  Ave  nllterii,  cilixcns  of  Edgar  rounly,  lllinoi^,K,|t. 
ing  n  grant  of  land  for  the  conipletinn  of  the  natmital  [])'>. 
roughfare  bciwreii  tlu  laltes  and  il:e  Ohio,  by  tbe  iuipntt. 
mem  of  ilie  W.ibisftr 

By  Mr.  DAVI:J,  of  Indiana :  The  ■nemorial  of  David  11. 
Lemon  and  eighty  two  others,  citizens  of  dulhvan  cnuniv, 
Indiana,  aslting  a  gram  uf  land  to  complete  the  naltnnVi 
thoroughfare  between  the  lakes  and  the  Ohio,  by  tbe  iw- 
pn»vrnient  of  the  VVaba.4h. 

AI«o^  tlie  raemnrial  of  James  Roberts  and  seventy  oth- 
ers, citizens  of  Clarke  coumy.  Illinois,  asking  an  apinpri. 
alion  lor  the  coiirinuanre  of  ilie  (;uinbcrkiiid  road. 

Uy  Mr.  BIDL.^CK  :  Three  tiiemoriali*  fntni  citizca*  of 
Luzerne  and  Oolunihia  counties,  Pennsylvania,  agaiiui  any 
change  in  the  present  tariff  laws. 

Aliio.oiie  of  similar  leuor  fitMn  citizeni  of  Uuatiagdoa 
county.  Ponn^vlviinta. 

By  Mr.  RIKiEO^ :  Tbe  pdtltlon  of  William  D.  Aoawst, 
praying  some  adequate  compensation  for  services  rendered 
tbe  country. 

Oy  Mr.  DEAN:  The  pt^tition  of  Jacob  Hildertirand  M 
thirty  others,  ciiizrns  of  vVayne  county,  Oiiio,  prayiits  Con- 
grejis  lo  extend  the  provi).ions  of  the  onlinance  of  ITfl, 
regulating  the  northwest  territory,  over  Ibe  terriinry  nfOtv. 
gon  i  wbtch  wa*  referred  lo  tbe  t;ommiuee  on  iit«  Tmi- 
lories. 

By  Mr.  SMfTH,  of  niinoist  The  pciiiinn  of  B.  C.  Sun- 
ton  and  twenty  others,  citizenn  of  Madi.-on  county.  IlliOfnt, 
praying  Congress  to  reduce  the  rates  of  Ictlef  postage  to  ttKb 
extent  tiiat  tbe  poor,  as  well  as  the  rich,  may  enjoy  tlie 
privilege  of  correspondence :  that  letter  pontage  may  be 
charged  by  weight ;  that  the  franking  privilege  may  be  r?- 
stricted  within  reasonable  IiouiiiIm  ;  iind  that  books  t«a<>l 
in  Ibe  form  of  newsiiaperw,  and  sent  by  mail,  sisy  be 
cliarged  with  sulKcieiit  iiostage  to  pay  tbe  ezpeu^e  nf  th^n 
transportation  ;  which  was  referred  to  the  (JoouDittce  oa 
tbe  Post  OlDcR  and  Post  Roads. 

Also,  the  petition  of  sundry  citlzene  of  Madison  comty, 
Illinois,  praying  Congress  to  roalte  a  general  redoctisa  of 
the  salanes,  fees,  and  iier  diein  allowances  of  tbe  olbctn 
of  tile  General  Government,  and  ettpfciallyof  the  meulH'r* 
of  Congress ;  whicb  was  referred  lo  the  Committee  on  Bf - 
trencbment. 

Alao,  Iba  memorial  of  Bnmos  Wbeeler  sad  Illy  ana 
others,  citizens  of  Madiron  county,  Illinois,  praying  Coa- 
gress  lo  make  adequate  appropriations  for  the  luipruvemriit 
of  the  Mississippi  river  and  its  tributaries,  and  the  protw- 
tionoftbe  harbor  at  St.  I.auis.  The  memnrialisusetfoib 
the  evils  under  whicb  tlie  wbole  West  are  now  safefiof, 
for  tbe  want  of  proper  atiention  on  the  part  of  tbe  FedrtsI 
Government  to  its  present  and  nreent  wants ;  wbieb  «u 
lefe^d  to  tbe  Comminee  of  the  Whole  Boose. 


IN  SENATE. 
TntntaoAT,  JHorcA  28,  1844. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  message  from  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  transmitting  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  a  communication,  in  compliance  wiili 
the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  ^d  December, 
calling  for  a  statement  of  the  expenditures  of  the 
Gavernment,  each  year,  from  its  organizaiinn  to 
the  present  period,  and  for  what  purposes  the 
expenditures  were  made.  The  Secretary  replirs 
that  the  information  called  forcannoi  be  furniahcd. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  it  was  ordered  lo 
lie  on  the  table. 

PETITIONS,  ETC. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  a  memorial  from  a 
number  of  citizens  of  Tompkins  county.  New 
York,  remonairstin;  against  the  annexation  of 
Texas  to  the  United  States;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  MOREHCAD  presented  a  memorial  froa 
citizens  of  Columbia  county.  New  York,  nnnon- 
strating  against  any  change  in  the  present  laiif; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  STURGEON  prewnted  the  proceedings ot 
a  meeting  of  the  citiaens  of  Danville,  and  its  vi- 
cinity, in  Pennsylvania,  in  opposition  to  any 
change  in  the  tariff  affecting  injuriously  the  agri- 
cultural and  commercial  interests  of  the  United 
States;  and  depreoatingany  rednelionof  the  duties 
on  iron,  coal,  and  wool;  which  were  lelencd  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Also,  a  letter  from  Charles  Elliott,  sr.,  of  Phil- 
adelphia, civil  engineer,  showing  tbe  injurioat 
effect  the  admission  of  railroad  iron  free  of  daiy 
will  have  upon  the  iron  inteiesla  in  this  coastrr; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committe*  on  Fiwsnrf. 

Mr.  WHITE  presented  a  memorial  from  AM 
Ellis,  and  about  two  hundred  other  citizens  af  the 
western  Slates,  many  of  them  employed  in  nsv- 
igating  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers,  prajriag 
for  a  grant  of  land  in  the  Vincenuea  land  disuict, 
in  Indiana,  for  the  extension  of  the  Wabash  aad 
Erie  canal  from  Terra  Haute  to  Evansville  ootke 
Ohio  river;  which  was  referred  to  th*  ComattHce 
on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  SEVIER  presented  a  memorial  from  a 
number  of  citizens  of  Crawford  county,  Arkas- 
Bas,  in  regard  to  the  condition  of  the  ChcroiHC; 
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which  waa  referred  to  the  Commiuee  on  Indian 
Affairs. 

Mr.  TALLMADGEpreaented  three  memorials 
from  citizens  of  the  State  of  Michigan,  praying 
the  construction  of  a  canal  around  the  falls  of  St. 
Mary's  river;  which  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  citizens  of  Geddes,  nine 
from  citizens  of  Amsterdam,  one  from  Mont- 
eoniery  county,  and  one  from  Cayuga  county, 
'riew  York,  remonsiratine;  against  any  alteration 
in  the  present  tariff;  which  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

ASA  ANDREWS. 
Mr.  BERRIEN,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Asa 
Andrews;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  sec- 
ond reading. 

REMOVAL  or  CHEROEEES. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  JARNAGIN,  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  communicating, 
in  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate, 
information  relative  to  the  remoTal  of  the  Cbero- 
Icees  still  remaining  east  of  the  Mississippi  river, 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affair*.  { 
Mr.  J.,  before  the  reference  of  the  memorial, 
made  some  remarks,  alleeiag  that  the  Commis-  i 
sioner  of  Indian  Affairs  oaa  not  complied  with  ' 
the  resolotion  of  the  Senate.  He  hoped  the  Com-  | 
railtee  on  Indian  Affair*  would  press  the  inquiry 
on  the  Indian  department,  and  ascertain  what 
was  actually  expended  in  making  preparation* 
for  removing  the  Indian*  without  any  having 
been  removed  at  aU.     He  had  failed  to  get  the 
information  desired,  although  be  had  auiae  two 
calls  for  it. 

Mr.  KINO  made  some  remarks  on  the  impro- 
priety of  the  Senator  from  Tennessee  censuring 
the  head  of  the  Indian  bureau  in  advance  of  the 
investigation  of  the  matter  by  the  committee  to 
which  the  subject  had  been  referred.  It  was  un- 
usual todo  so.  He  had  a  knowledge  of  Mr.  Craw- 
ford, the  bead  of  that  bureau,  and  knew  him  to 
be  a  correct  and  honest  man.  There  might  be 
some  mistake  in  the  report  made,  but  he  did  not 
believe  that  that  officer  would  designedly  do  any- 
thing improper. 

LIGHT-HOUSK  AT  CHICAGO. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  BREESE,  it  was 
Raotvtd,  Tbu  the  Comotittee  nn  Connncree  be  directrd 
to  inquire  iuta  the  expediency  of  ettablinhinga  liftit-bouie 
u  Cliicsfo,  and  at  Liule  Fort,  on  the  wewem  ition  of  Lake 
Mietaifait,  In  tbe  State  of  lUinoii. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HANNEGAN,  leave  was 
granted  to  withdraw  from  the  file*  the  papers  in 
the  ease  of  Joseph  Pakton. 

The  following  engrossed  bill*  were  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed: 

A  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  adjust  meat  of  land 
claims  within  tbe  Slate*  of  Arkansas  and  Louisi- 
ana, and  those  part*  of  the  States  of  Mississippi 
and  Alabama  east  of  Pearl  river,  and  south  of  the 
thirty-first  degree  of  north  latitude." 

A  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  William  McPberson. 

A  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  es- 
tablish the  northern  boundary  line  of  the  State  of 
Ohio,  and  to  provide  for  the  admission  of  the 
State  of  Michigan  into  the  Union  upon  the  con- 
ditions therein  ezprea*ed,"  approved  June  15, 
1836.  r  .       ft" 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ja«e*  M.  Mcintosh, 
commander  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States. 

A  bill  concerning  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Uni- 
ted State*.  [This  bill  changes  the  time  of  the 
meeting  of  the  Supreme  Court  from  the  second 
Monday  of  January  to  the  firat  Monday  of  Oe- 
camber.] 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Atchison. 

A  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  William  Henson. 

A  bill  to  amend  the  judicieiry  act  paued  the 
24th  of  September,  1789.  [This  bill  provide* 
that  all  revenue  casea.may  be  carried  up,  by  writ 
of  error,  from  the  inferior  to  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  State*,  by  the  option  of  either  party 
to  the  suit,  without  regard  to  the  amount  involved 
in  the  suit.] 

THE  TARIPF — l-HE  COMPROMISE  ACT. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  reported  from  the  Finance  Committee 
for  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  intro- 


duced by  Mr.  McDcrvic  to  reduce  the  present 
tariff  to  the  standard  of  the  compromise  act.   . 

Mr.  SIMMONS,  in  continuation  of  his  remarks 
yesterday,  addressed  the  Senate  for  two  hours. 
He  took  up  again  that  part  of  bis  argument,  in 
relation  to  the  average  of  duties  anterior  to  1817, 
and  subsequent  to  that  period.  His  object,  he 
said,  had  not  yesterday,  been  to  do  away  with 
the  effect  .of  the  tables  made  out  by  the  &nator 
from  Missouri;  but  to  show  that  the  average  of 
duties  for  the  first  twenty-five  years  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, was  nineteen  and  a  halfper  cent.;  whilst 
on  lhe*last  twenty-five  years,  tue  average  had 
been  only  eighteen  and  a  half  percent.,  including 
all  the  imports  of  each  period  in  the  comparison. 
He  had  since  caused  a  table  to  be  made  out,  ex- 
cluding the  time  of  embargo;  and  the  result  was 
an  average  of  eighteen  and  a  half  per  cent.;  but 
still  further,  excluding  the  year  1808,  up  to  1807 
the  average  was  seventeen  and  a  half. 

Mr.  McOUFFlE  inquired  if  specie  and  free 
goods  were  not  included  in  Mr.  S.  *a  statements  } 

Mr.  SIMMONS  said  they  were;  the  charge  of 
the  revenue  was  upon  all  the  imports,  free  and 
dutiable;  for  he  understood  the  true  rule  to  be,  to 
charge  the  whole  commerce  of  the  country  with 
the  burden  of  revenue  from  duties.  He  said,  as 
an  instance,  that  if,  instead  of  imposing  a  certain 
amount  of  duty  to  be  divided  equally  on  sugar 
and  coffee,  tbe  same  amount  was  raised  from 
sugar  alone,  and  cnffce  were  left  duty  free,  it 
could  make  no  difference  to  the  consumers  of 
su^arand  coffee,  because,  on  the  whole,  they  only 
paid  the  same  amount  of  revenue.  In  the  latter 
case,  that  of  all  the  duty  being  thrown  on  sugar, 
the  sugar  planters  would  be  protected,  and  coffee 
would  be  allowed  to  come  in  free. 

He  next  adverted  to  the  speeches  made  by  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  McDtrrriF.]  on 
the  present  measure;  which .  speeches  he  distin- 
guished as  remarkable  for  their  display  of  int>>l- 
lectual  power.  It  was  his  design,  in  reviewing 
that  Senator's  arguments,  to  endeavor  to  prove 
that  the  cotton-growin;  States  were  deeply  in- 
terested in  theodvance  oC  the  cotton  manufactures 
in  the  United  States.  Mr.S.  here  rend  a  passage 
from  one  of  Mr.  McDitfpie's  speeches  in  relation 
to  the  check  of  importations  affecting  injuriously 
the  staple  exports  of  the  South.  Upon  this  pas- 
sage he  commented  at  considerable  length,  with 
a  view  of  showing  that  the  compensation  for  di- 
minished exports,  if  there  was  any  such  diminu- 
tion, was  amply  given  in  the  increase  of  the  home  ! 
market,  which  not  only  produced  for  home  con- 
sumption, but  for  exportation  of  finished  fabrics. 
He  entered  into  n  variety  of  technical  details  de- 
scriptive of  specific  fabrics  and  the  specific  duties 
on  such  goods  if  imported;  comparing  relative 
values  of  the  foreign  and  American  fabrics,  with 
a  view  of  showing  that  prices  were  lower  by  fif- 
teen per  cent,  in  the  United  Slates,  beyond  a  year 
ago,  than  thejr  were  in  England.  This  price, 
however,  he  said,  being  ruinous,  and  the  price* 
abrdid  lieing  also  too  low,  it  was  necessary  that 
a  j-ise  should  take  place,  or  manufactures  could 
not  exist;  and  consequently,  since  that  time,  an 
advance  in  both  countries  had  taken  place  equal 
to  twenty-five  per  cent.,  still  leaving  American 
goods  cheaper  by  fifteen  percent.  Thus,  he  con- 
tended, those  who  were  engaged  in  manufactures 
ha  I  fulfilleC  the  promises  they  had  made  to  tlie 
country  when  they  asked  for  protection;  they  had 
furnished  not  only  as  good  articles,  but,  in  many 
instances,  better;  and  all  at  lower  prices  than  for- 
eign good*  of  like  nature  could  bo  *old  for  here. 
All  the  reasonable  expectation*  of  the  oopntry 
had  therefore  been  satisfied, 

Mr.  S.  next  adverted  to  the  proposition  of  the 
honorable  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  that,  if 
the  South  were  permitted  to  take  advantage  of 
her  natural  advantages,  and  of  her  natural  mar- 
ket* in  foreign  countries,  and  if  she  were  left  to 
seek  out  ber  own  best  interest*  in  her  own  way, 
she  would  be  infinitely  more  prosperous;  while 
the  North  and  East  would  find  their  own  level, 
deprived  of  the  protection  which -burdens  the 
South  with  bounties  for  their  support.  In  oppo- 
*ition  to  this  proposition,  he  mainuined  that  the 
natural  market  for  any  national  product,  wa* 
within  the  country  itself  where  that  product  was 
grown. 

He  endeavored  to  show  that  the  additional 
charges  in  seeking  a  foreign  market  (all  of  which 
could  be  avoided  by  cultivating  a  home  market) 


proyed  that  the  home  market  must  be  the  natural 
market,  and  the  foreign  the  reverse.  In  support 
of  this  view,  he  supposed  a  case  in  which  the 
whole  cotton  crop  of  the  United  States  (say  two 
million  bales)  were  sold  in  England  at  the  average 
quotations  of  the  prices  ilicre;and  that  the  gross 
amount  would  be  $90,000,000;  but  from  this  tbe 
charges  to  the  English  market  should  be  de- 
ducted, amounting  to  twelve  dollars  per  bale,  or 
634,000,000,  leaving  (()O,000,000  for  net  proceeds. 
He  then  proceeded  to  show  that  the  home  mar- 
ket would  yield  more  than  this.  He  calculated 
that  the  whole  crop  manufactured  in  this  country 
would  yield  $153,000,000,  giving  |69,000/)00  to 
the  plantera,  and  $86,000,000  to  the  home  indu*. 
try  of  the  country,  independent  of  the  planting 
industry.  But  he  said  he  had  yielded  too  much 
in  the  calculation  that,  if  the  whole  crop,  instead 
of  the  three  fourths  actually  now  sold,  were  to  go 
into  the  foreign  market,it  could  produce  the  price* 
be  had  allowed.  The  addition  to  tbtvsupply  of 
one  fourth  would  have  a  serious  effect  on  prices, 
and  caused  the  net  proceeds  to  be  infinitely  lesa 
than  he  had  calculated.  On  the  whole,  he  held 
that  the  best  policy  in  this  country,  for  the  plant- 
ers, must  be  to  encourage  the  growth  of  the  most 
extensive  ho'me  market  that  can  be  effected,  and 
then  to  supply  not  only  all  that  can  be  absorbed 
by  the  usual  foreign  markets,  but  to  seek  out  new 
markets. 

He  considered  the  only  real  difference  between 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  McDurriB] 
and  himself  was  a  question  of  wages.^  It  wa*, 
whether  the  wages  of  the  labor  of  American  man- 
ufacturers should  be  brought  down  to  a  level  with 
the  wage*  of  labor  in  Europe,  or  whether  such  a 
reward  should  be  given  for  American  labor  a* 
would  enable  it  to  be  sustained  in  comfort  and  in- 
dependence. He  denounced  the  agitation  of  the 
tariff  subject,  as  Conducing  .to  the  depression  of 
business;  the  very  dread  of  any  interference  with 
the  present  law,  he  had  been  informed  in  a  letter 
from  Oostun,  had  already  thrown  a  chill  over  mer- 
cantile transactions,  and  would  be  caleuUted  to 
keep  back  the  energies  which,  if  the  question  wa* 
left  undisturbed,  would  be  exerted.  Stability 
would  gain  a  great  point  by  discountenancing  alt 
designs  of  foreign  competitors  to  break  down  the 
industry  of  this  country,  with  a  view  of  ulti- 
mately being  able  to  enjoy  the  monopoly  of  the 
market. 

He  appealed  to  Senator*  if  it  was  not  the  fact 
that,  at  the  present  moment,  tbe  most  astonish- 
ing advances  had  not  only  been  made  in  the  pro- 
duction of  manufactured  cotton,  at  prices  con- 
siderubly  reduced  to  the  consumer,  but  in  the 
productiveness  of  plantations  yielding  the  raw  ma- 
terial. It  was  the  result  of  a  steady  pursuit  in 
those  lines  of  industry  which  those  who  fullowetl 
such  avocations  felt  they  were  secure  in. 

Mr.  S.  next  took  up  the  subject  of  the  diversity 
of  interests  in  this  country,  which  he  considered 
quite  consistent  with  harmonious  action,  and  best 
ciUculated  to  promote  national  welfare.  He  ad- 
verted to  Professor  Tuoker'i  book,  to  show  that 
the  value  of  manufacture*  in  the  United  State* 
was  upwards  of  $400,000,000,  from  $163,000,000 
of  raw  material.  The  persons  employed  in  man- 
ufactures were  seven  hundred  thousand,  about 
one  tbird-of  the  number  employed  in  agriculture. 
Hence,  he  arj^ued  that  manolacture*  formed  an 
important  national  object,  in  which  the  interest* 
of  the  agriculturists  were  interwoven  so  intimately 
that  any  injury  to  the  one  must  prove  detrimental 
to  the  other. 

Coming  to  the  constitutional  objection  that  the 
power  given  by  the  Constitution  was  to  remilate 
commerce,  but  not  to  destroy  it;  and  that  mere- 
fore  the  protective  tariff  laws  of  1828  and  1843 
were  not  constitutional  laws,  because,  instead  of 
rejjulating  commerce,  they  were  laws  which  cur- 
tailed commerce;  and  therefore,  to  that  extent, 
they  destroyed  commerce.  He  said  be  did  not 
unaer*tand  any  Senator  but  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina,  as  dwelling  on  this  point  of  con- 
stitutionality. But  be  (Mr.  S.)  conceived  that 
point  had  been  so  ably  refuted  by  the  Senator 
from  Maasachusett*,  [Mr.  Dates,']  that  it  left 
but  little  to  be  (aid on  Iheaubjecl.  He,  (Mr.-S.,) 
however,  held  that  this  power  in  the  Constitution 
to  regulate  commerce  extended  to  the  full  power 
of  the  prohibition  of  imports,  if  Congress  con- 
ceived tliat  necessary  for  the  welfare  of  the  coun. 
try.    He  adverted  to  one  of  the  clauses  in  the 
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Conatitotion,  with  a  riew  ofshowingthat  it  was 
contemplated  in  it  to  give  Congreaa  the  entire 
power  and  control  over  imports  and  commerce. 
Hence  he  held  that  it  was  perfectly  within  the 
power  of  Congress  to  exercise  control  over  com- 
merce, even  to  the  exclusion,  by  prohibition,  of 
any  branch  interfering  with  the  welfare  of  any 
portion  of  the  national  industry. 

Me  then  appealed  to  the  sympathies  of  the  Sen- 
ate, which  he  maintained  should  give  that  en- 
couragement to  the  home  industry  of  the  country 
which  would  make  every  man  engaged  in  it  lie 
down  on  bis  pillow  for  repose  in  the  confidence 
that  he  could  again  arise  with  the  dawn  secure  in 
the  reward  which  wag  justly  due  to  his  honest 
industry.  He  adverted  to  the  improvements  which 
the  world  enjoyed  from  the  skill  and  energy  of 
mechanics.  One  of  the  main  elements  of  price 
was  the  cost  of  production. 

Mr.  McDUFFlE,  (from  his  seat.)  I  am  glad 
you  admit  that,  sir. 

Mr.  SIMMONS  said  he  would  not  differ  from 
the  Senator  in  any  sound  dociriuet  He  con- 
trasted the  improvements  which  had  operated  on 
the  prices  of  products  in  agriculture  with  those 
in  manufactures,  to  show  that,  in  the  latter,  the 
consequence  of  mechanical  improvements  had 
been  to  made-  the  cost  of  production  fall  infinitely 
more  than  the  cost  of  production  in  agriculture; 
and  therefore  he  argued  that  no  class  in  the  com- 
munity deserved  more  grateful  and  kind  consid- 
eration from  both  communities  andUovernments 
than  the  mechanics  and  manufacturers  who  had 
so  largely  contributed  to  the  cheap  supply  of  the 
necessaries,  comforu,  and  conveniences  of  life. 
He  denounced  the  practice  of  raising  up  preju- 
dices against  this  deserving  class,  by  designating 
them  as  monopolists  or  pensioners  on  theoounty 
of  their  fellow-citizens. 

He  wished  to  see  this  question  of  protection 
presented  to  the  country  fairly,  and  on  its  intrin- 
sic merits.  If  the  decision  of'^the  country  should 
be  against  this  system,  let  it  be  known  at  once, 
tltat  those  engaged  in  pursuits  dependent  upon  it, 
may  give  them  up,  and  apply  themselves  to  some- 
thing else.  But  till  that  decision  of  the  country 
is  made,  let  those  laborers  employed  in  these 
branches  of  industry  encouraged  by  this  policy 
enjoy  the  feelings  of  security  and  repose.  He 
wished  to  see  them  cherished  and  supported, 
because  they  were  among  the  most  useful  and 
deserving  of  the  community.  But  that  this  ques- 
tion was  to  be  the  issue  before  the  country  in  the 
coming  contest,  there  was  now  evidently  no 
doubt.  One  of  the  distinguished  men  of  the  coun- 
try, now  before  it  aa  a  candidate  for  the  highest 
umce  of  the  Qovcrnment,  was  to  be  opposed  by 
an  attack  on  this  policy,  because  it  was  one  of 
th«  favorite  measures  of  his  distinguished  life. 
He  was  sorry  to  6nd  the  Senator  from  Missouri 
turning  his  back  upon  the  friendly  dispositions 
he  had  so  often  avowed  in  favor  of  manufaciures. 

Mr.  BENTON  interposed,  and  in  an  emphatic 
manner  denied  that  he  had  ever  changed  his 
friendly  sentiments  in  relation  to  the  manufac- 
tures of  the  country.  He  was  still  the  same  as 
he  had  ever  been. 

Mr.  SIMMONS  observed  that  he  was  only  ar- 
guing that  such  would  be  the  eflTects  of  the  dila- 
tor's doctrines. 

Mr.  BENTON  again  interposed ,  and  utterly 
denied  the  assertion  that  anything  unfriendlv  to 
manufactures,  or  manufacturing  labor,  could  be 
imputed  to  him,  or  any  doctrines  he  had  ad- 
vanced. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER  called  the  Sena- 
tors t%  order,  and  directed  them  to  address  the 
Chair.' 

Mr.  SIMMONS  disclaimed  any  intention  of 
imputing  sentiments  to  the  Senator  which  he  did 
not  avow;  he  meant  only  to  allude  to  the  conse- 
quences of  carrying  nut  the  doctrines  which  the 
Senator  had  laid  down  in  regard  to  the  levying 
of  low  duties  on  necessaries  and  high  duties  on 
luxuries,  with  a  view  of  showing  that  the  elTect 
would  be  to  destroy  the  labor  depending  on  home 
industry. 

Mr.  S.  then  proceeded  to  comment  upon  the 
charge  ur^ed  by  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
[Mr.  McDuffie]  asainst  the  tariff  law  of  1843, 
as  a  "  foul  and  faithless  violation  of  the  compro- 
mise act,"  with  a  view  of  showing  that  such  a 
stigma  attached  to  the  friends  and  advocates  of 
that  measure. 


Mr.  McDUFFIE  interposed,  to  say  that  his 
epithets  were  directed  against  the  measure  itself; 
he  never  had  made  any  personal  application  of 
them  to  those  who  carried  it  through  Congress. 

Mr.  SIMMONS  did  not  understand  the  Sena- 
tor as  intending  any  such  application;  his  argu- 
ment was  that,  if  the  measure  itself  was  to  be  so 
characterized,  the  censure  would  apply  to  its 
friends  and  advocates.  But  he  contended  it  was 
wholly  inapplicable  to  either;  and  he  called  upon 
the  Senator  to  point  out  wherein  the  act  was  in- 
consistent with  its  title,  or  the  objects  its  friends 
and  advocates  had  in  view.  Mr.  S.  entere'd  into 
various  particulars,  to  show  the  beneficial  efTects 
of  the  act  of  1842;  and  then  he  adverted  to  the 
bill  now  tinder  discussion,  with  a  view  of  show- 
ing that  its  object  being  to  restore  the  compromise 
act,  (which  was  no  compromise  at  all,  inasmuch 
as  it  was  altogether  one-sided,  and  opposed  to  the 
interests  of  American  industry,)  it  never  could 
become  acceptable  to  the  country.  It  was  called 
a  compromise,  though  it  wholly  abandoned  pro- 
tection, and  yielded  upeveryihing  to  the  doctrine 
of  free  trade.  He  did  not  pretend  to  say  that  the 
act  of  1843  was  perfect,  and  that  it  did  not  need 
modification  in  some  particulars.  It  required 
amendment,  he  acknowledged-,  but  he  considered 
it  much  more  advisable  to  let  further  experience 
of  its  effects  be  had  before  it  was  touched,  than 
to  disturb  it,  while,  on  the  whole,  it  was  doing 
so  much  good.  He  disclaimed,  in  the  remarks 
he  had  made,  any  intention  of  adverting  unkindly 
to  any  gentleman  who  had  proceeded  him.  If,  in 
the  heat  of  debate,  he  said  anything  that  would 
bear  that  construction,  he  begged  it  would  be 
considered  as  unintentional.  He  was  not  accus- 
tomed to  debate;  and  feelihg  very  strongly  and 
very  earnestly  on  this  subject,  it  was  very  possi- 
ble he  might  inadvertently  have  been  betrayed  by 
his  feelings  into  an  appearance  of  discouriesy, 
which  it  was  far  from  his  inientions  to  entertain. 

Mr.  BENTON  rose  after  Mr.  Siumons,  to  re- 
ply to  something  that  he  had  said  yesterday,  but 
must  first  have  an  explicit  underetanding  with  re- 
spect to  something  said  to-day.  The  Senator 
from  Rhode  Island  had  spoken  of  the  destruction 
of  manufacturing  labor — of  bringing  labor  and 
laboring  men  into  odium — of  endangering  prop- 
erty, &c.  Now,  Mr.  B.  said  that  he  could  not 
proceed  with  anything  else  until  he  had  an  ex- 
plicit disclaimer  that  any  such  things  were  im- 
puted to  him.     Mr.  B.  paused  for  a  reply. 

Mr.  SIMMONS  sdmitted  that  Mr.  B.  had  said 
no  such  things;  but  thought  that  his  doctrines 
upon  the  tariff  would  be  injurious  to  the  capital- 
ists who  employed  the  laborers, and  so  injurious 
to  the  laborers. 

Mr.  BENTON.  The  words  are  disclaimed. 
The  gentleman  admits  that  I  used  no  such  lan- 
guage. 1  now  ask  if  he  imputes  any  such  design 
to  me .' 

Mr.  SIMMONS  did  not  impute  any  such  de- 
sign, but  argued  that  the  efTi.'Ct  of  his  doctrines 
might  be  to  injure  manufacturera. 

Mr.  BENTON.  The  words  and  the  desigiv 
being  disclaimed,  I  now  utterly  deny  the  effect, 
and  say  that  those  who  heard  me  speak,  or  who 
shall  read  what  I  said,  will  know  that  my  pro- 
fessions and  my  doctrines  go  together;  that  I  am 
a  friend  to  the  great  manufacturing  pursuit  of  the 
country,  and  hold  it  to  be  entitled  to  tN^  support 
of  every  statesman.  His  own  design  to  support 
it  was  evinced  io  his  discriminating  plan  of  du- 
ties, and  his  readiness  to  place  the  highest  duty 
on  luxuries,  and  the  foreign  rivals  of  our  own 
industry;  that  thirtv  or  thirty-three  and  one  third 
per  cent,  was  the  highest  revenue  dTlty  which, 
with  twenty  per  cent,  cosis  and  charges  upon  the 
importation  of  foreign  articles,  would  be  a  pro- 
tection of  fifty  percent.;  and  this,  with  the  pres- 
ent solid  currency  and  stability,  would  be  an  am- 
ple protection.  He  considered  himself  as  offering 
ample  protection,  and  therefore,  neither  in  effect, 
in  design,  nor  in  words,  was  tie  for  destroying 
manufactures;  and  no  such  idea  was  to  go  out 
from  this  Chafflber.  And,  now,  (he  said,)  after 
the  disclaimers  of  the  Senator  from  Rhode  Island', 
[Vlr.  SiMMOKS,]  if  any  such  thing  should  ever  be 
iiHputed  to  him  hereafter  out  of  this  Chamber, 
all  would  know  it  to  be  unfounded  and  false. 

Mr.  B.  would  now  ad  vert  to  some  topics  of  yes- 
terday. The  Senator  from  Rhode  Island  [Mr. 
Simmons]  had  treated  his  arguments  and  the  tables 
he  had  used  as  including  the  time  of  the  embargo 


and  of  the  war,  and  had  made  his  own  accord- 
ingly. Mr.  B.  called  upon  every  Senator  to  rec- 
ollect that  he  expressly  excluded  those  times- 
war  an(^  embargo — from  both  systems,  both  In 
his  speech  and  in  his  tables,  and  should  hare  acted 
moat  absurdly  if  he  had  not;  for  it  wofild  have 
been  insane  to  look  to  that  period  fbr  the  opera- 
tion of  any  system  on  commerce  or  revenne,«hen 
all  commerce  and  all  revenue  was  destroyed, and 
remained  so  for  nearly  Beven  years. 

The  Senator  also  fell  into  the  great  error  of 
attributing  to  me  the  nonsense  of  eonsidrrinj; 
the  whole  gross  products  of  different  branches  of 
manufactures  as  their  net  profits,  and  wished  bm 
to  correct  it  before  the  speech  should  be  printed. 
The  speech  was  then  in  the  press,  and  came  out 
last  night,  and  remains  as  it  was  spoken. 

The  amounts  quoted  from  the  census  were 
quoted  as  the  gross  proceeds,  from  which  the  ex- 
penses were  to  be  deducted ;  and  on  looking  at  the 
speech  this  morning,  he  found  that  statement  >a 
often  repeated  that  it  amounted  to  a  blemish  upon 
it  as  a  composition.  He  had  repeated  to  saiiet^ 
the  sialement  that  these  amounts  were  the  gross 
products,  from  which  the  expenses  were  to  be 
deducted;  and  that,  after  this  deduction,  the  net 
profits  would  still  be  the  largest  known  in  the 
annuls  of  human  labor.  Mr.  B.  hoped  that  the 
Senator  from  Rhndelsland  would  correct  hii  own 
speech  in  this  particular,  before  he  published  it. 

Mr.  B.  said  the  Senator  from  Rhode  Island  had 
also  undertaken  to  produce  diOerent  results  from 
himself  by  taking  single  years  and  comparing 
them  against  each  other.  This  was  a  practice 
against  which  he  had  protested  in  his  speech.  He 
had  compared  it  to  the  conduct  of  a  man  who 
should  pick  a  stone  or  a  brick  in  a  great  buildin|^, 
examine  it  through  a  microseope,-and  then  insti- 
tute a  comparison  between  the  buildings  them- 
selves, and  BO  decide  the  question  of  their  archl- 
tural  beauties.  All  this  was  wrong.  Compari- 
sons must  be  between  the  whole,  and  not  die 
parts.  System  against  system,  period  of  time 
against  period,  was  the  course  he  followed;  and 
it  was  the  only  true  and  fair  ooe.  The  revenue 
system  before  the  war  was  compared  to  the  pro- 
tective system  since,  under  all  its  effects  upon 
reveniie,  foreign  commerce^  and  exported  Sffi- 
culture,  and  manufactures  also,  and  found  auspi- 
cious to  the  whole.  To  pit  two  years  against 
each  other  could  not  invalidate  results  so  obtained. 
The  Senator  showed  that  in  1808  about  JSO.OOO,- 
OfH)  of  reexportations  took  place;  very  good ;  that 
was  an  extreme  year;  but  thereexportationsofdie 
two  periods  were  the  same — about  $530,000,000 
each — and  that  made  it  even  and  fair  to  exhibit 
domestic  exports  and  reexportations  together,  u 
he  found  them  in  the  tables.  He  had  done  to, 
and  the  correctness  of  the  tables  was  not  im- 
pugned. These  tables  showed  that,  by  a  regular 
iiicr«ase,  foreign  and  domestic  exports  of  the 
United  States  had  regularly  advanced  from  1791 
to  1808,  when  they  amounted  to  1 108,000,000,  the 
population  then  being  but  seven  millions;  and 
that,  under  the  high-duty  system,  with  a  popu- 
lation of  eighteen  million  five  hundred  thousand, 
they  onlyamounted.in  1843,  to  $104 ,000,QOO!and 
had  often  fallen  far  below  it.  He  had  shown  the 
decline  of  agriculture  in  the  detail,  aa  well  u  in 
the  groas — he  had  followed  it  through  all  the  old 
staples,  flour,  wheat,  corn-meal,  rice,  tobacco, 
anil  showed  that  all  had  declined  and  sunk  down 
to  almost  nothing  at  some  periods  of  the  hifb- 
duty  system,  and' were  now,  with  a  doubled  pop- 
ulation, and  a  more  than  doubled  cultivaiioo, 
still  inferior  to  what  they  were  thirty  years  a^. 
About  the  truth  of  these  tables  there  was  no  dis- 
pute; and  the  inferences  from  tbera  were  int- 
sistible. 

Another  great  objection,  and  the  greatest  to  his 
speech  of  yesterday,  was  his  method  of  obtainia; 
an  average  rate  of  the  duties  under  the  two  »yf- 
tems.  He  took  his  average  for  two  porpoaea— 
one  comparative,  the  other  positive — and  to  show 
that  the  present  rate  was  low,  and  the  forme 
high.  But  his  mode  of  obtaining  his  averages 
has  been  shown  to  be  utterly  fallacious  and  eco- 
neous  by  the  question  put  to  him  by  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  McDofpie.]  He 
asked  him  if  he  included  free  goods  and  specie? 
He  answered,  yes!  and  his  average  was  shown 
by  that  single  answer  to  be  one  half  erroneoua. 
Fornearly  lialf  the  goods  imported  (Bnd,speeii 
included,  sometimes  more  than  half)  were  tmi 
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yet,  the  Senator  divides  the  whole  duty,  and  puta 
huirtn  the  free,  and  then  says  the  average  is  only 
BO  much  I  as  if  the  price  of  the  dutied  article  was 
really  reduced  one  half  by  that  imaginary  opera- 
tion. There  had  been  years  when  the  free  goods 
had  been  $70,000,000,  and  the  dutied  goods  not 
more  than  |50,0ti0,000.  He  appealed  to  Mr. 
WooDBURT,  who  was  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
at  the  time,  to  correct  him  if  he  was  in  error. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  said  he  whs  right  a»  to  the 
free  eoods— they  were  $70,000,000  the  year  al- 
luded to,  and  the  dutied  w«re  between  9o0,000,000 
and  160,000,000. 

Mr.  BENTON  said,  here  is  a  case  in  which 
the  free  goods  were  the  largest  half-,  and  yet,  the 
gentleman  lumps  them  with  the  dutied,  in  order 
to  get  an  average  of  the  dutits !  Last  y ear, .  the 
free  goods  were  a  fraction  over  $40,000,000,  count- 
ing ^4,000,000  of  specie.  The  Senator,  in  getting 
his  average  of  about  twenty  per  cent,  for  the 
duties,  makes  out  that  this  specie  paid  near 
$5,000,000  orduly,and  the  goods  near  J3,000,000 
— being  $8,000,000  of  the  revenue,  or  one  half  of 
the  whole,  borne  by  this  free  money,  and  these 
free  articles,  the  greater  part  of  which  were  free 
for  the  exclusive  advantage  of  manufacturers. 
The  Senator  himself  got  the  advantage  of  it,  for 
he  is  a  manufacturer;  yet  his  mode  of^elting  his 
average  supposes  that  he  paid  twenty  per  cent, 
duty  upon  them — a  supposition,  I  undertake  to 
say,  that  took  no  money  out  of  his  pocket,  and 
put  none  into  the  Treasury.  Let  the  Senator 
extend  .his  principle,  and  he  can  bring  his  avei^age 
much  lower — as  low  as  he  pIcases-T-to  zero,  in 
fact.  He  is  only  to  include  some  millions  of 
goods  and  specie,  which  were  not  imported  at 
all,  and  which  paid  just  as  much  of  his  average 
as  the  free  goods  and  specie  actually  counted  by 
him.  '  . 

Mr.  B.  said  this  would  never  do.  It  would  not 
do  to  lower  the  rate  of  duty— to  reduce  it  one 
half— by  this  &ction  of  supposing  half  to  be  where 
there  was  none.  He  hat]  as  well  undertake  to 
make  the  porter,  who  was  staggering  under  a  load 
of  two  hundred  pounds,  believe  be  was  carrying 
but  one  hundred,  by  striking  an  averrge  between 
his  two  hundred  pounds  and  the  nothing  which 
his  brother  porter  carried,  who  was  walking  by 
his  side.  He  asked  him  what  he  thought  would 
be  the  success  of  the  experiment  if  he  made  a 
speech  to  the  overloaded  porter,  to  convince  him 
that  his  load  was  but  half;  that  striking  an  aver- 
age between  his  overload  and  the  other's  no  load, 
he  would  get  rid  of  half  the  weight?  Doubtless 
he  would  fail  to  convince  the  loaded  man;  and 
equally  will  he  fail  to  convince  the  Senate  or  the 
country  on  this  mode  of  reducingdutiesone  half. 
The  Senator  from  Rhode  Island  repeats  the 
word  taioAooz/e,  which  1  used  yesterday,  and 
seems  to  stare  at  (he  word.  It  is  not  the  first 
time  it  has  been  stared  at  in  this  Chamber;  but 
that  does  not  prevent  it  from  being  an  English 
word,  of  approved  use,  and  impressive  meaning. 
It  is  found  in  the  last  dictionaries,  and  in  the 
classic  writers.  Richardson,  Johnson,  Swift, 
Dr.  Arbutbnot,  all  use  it.  Bring  me  Richardson. 
[It  was  brought.]  Mr.  B.  read  the  word  and 
the  meaning — in  Latin,  detudere — in  English,  *to 
delude,  mislead,  to  cheat,  to  cozen,  to  deceive,  to 
beguile.  He  then  read  several-illustrations  of  the 
meaning  of  the  word  from  the  applications  it  re- 
ceived frona  classic  writers.  He  said  Dr.  Arbutb- 
not uses  the  term  thus: 

"  Tliere  are  s  ret  nfrellows  thejr  coll  bsntsreis  and  bam- 
hoozlen,  that  play  tucA  Iricka." 

Dr.  Johnson  uses  it  thus,  in  the  Tatler: 
"  But,  my  I,  sir.  I  perceive  this  to  you  ii  nil  hcmiooxHnf  ; 

why,  you  look  as  ifyou  were  Don  DieKO'd  to  Uie  lune  ol'a 

thousand  puuiidn." 

The  poet  King,  author  of  the  Stumbling  Block, 
uses  it  in  this  way: 

**  Thii  whinuiool  phenomenon, 
Coafoundin;  all  roy.pro  and  eon, 

HamioozUt  tlie  account  again, 
And  draws  me  noteiu  votttis  in.^' 

These  are  all  good  illustrations  of  the  meaning 
of  the  word,  ana  very  applicable  to  our  present 
disputation;  but  the  illustration  given  from  Swift 
is  so  much  more  applicable,  that  it  seems  to  be 
made  for  the  present  occasion.  Swift  is  charg- 
ing Nicholas  Frog,  as  the  French  were  at  that 
time  called  by  the  English — for  it  is  a  part  of  the 
•ysiem  of  the  English  to  vilify  those  with  whom 
thuy  mean  to  go  to  war — SwiA  is  charging  the 


French  with  a  design  to  cheat  the  English  by 
confusing.  th«  national  accounts,  and  shifting 
puma  from  the  right  side  to  the  wrong, and  there- 
by always  brin^ingout'a  balance  to  suit  himself. 
This  is  Swift's  illustration: 

"  After  Nic.  had  iamboaTltd  John  awhile  aboot  the  eifh- 
teeii  Uioumnd  nnd  U>«  tweuty-eight  ihoU'isnd,  John  unlled 
for  canniers  ;  but  what  wiili  «/rt>Ai-of  hand,  and  taking 
from  his  own  score  and  addiiiR  to  John's,  Nic  biought  the 
baiance  alt\-ay«  on  his  own  side." 

This,  with  all  due  respect,  is  exactly  whsi  the 
Senator  from  Rhode  Island  is  doing  with  his 
averages;  and  by  just  letting  him  shift  the  eigh- 
teen thousand  and  twenty-eight  thousand  this 
way— just  take  half  from  where  it  is,  and  put  it 
where  it  is  not — he  cnn  always  have  the  balance 
in  his  own  fuvor.  He  ran  make  his  average  du- 
ties under  the  act  of  1843,  as  low  as  he  pleases. 

But  I  am  not  done  with  this  average.  There 
is  another  deception  in  it  nearly  as  gross  and 
flagrant  as  that  of  including  the  free  goods  to 
make  it  up.  1  speak  of  the  mininiums.  These 
are  false  valuations  by  law;  and  all  averages,  or 
anything  else  drawn  from  them,  are  erroneous. 
They  fix  an  arbitrary  value;  and  everything  be- 
low that  is  dutied  as  being  of  that  value.  There 
are  many  of  these  minimums  in  the  act  of  1843. 
I  will  take  one  for  the  sake  of  illustration — the 
article  of  cotton  goods. 

By  the  act  of  1843  there  are  no  less  than  three 
minimum  valuations  prescribed  for  cotton  goods, 
or  of  which  cotton  is  a  component  part;  thirty 
per  cent,  being  the  duty  on  all.  The  first  mini- 
mum is  on  plain  white  cottons,  and  requires  all 
that  cost  less  than  twenty  cents  the  squai-e  yard 
to  be  valued  at  twenty  cents,  and  to  be  dutied  ac- 
cordingly. Now  everybody  knows  that  much  of 
this  plain  cotton  costs  but  ten  cents,  and  much  of 
it  but  five  cents  a  yard.  Therefore  that  which 
costs  ten  cents  pays  sixty  per  cent,  duty;  that 
which  costs  five  cents  pays  a  duty  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty  per  cent.  JPrinted  cottons  costing  less 
than  thirty  cents  a  square  yard  are  to  be  valued 
at  thirty  cents,  and  to  be  taxed  accordingly.  Now, 
it  is  known  that  much  of  these  prints,  or  calicoes, 
cost  but  the  half,  and  the  third,  and  the  fourth 
pan  of  thirty  cents  a  yard.  Consequently  they 
pay  as  sixty,  or  ninety,  or  one  hundred  and  twen- 
ty per  cent,  on  the  real  value.  Again:  velvets, 
cords,  moleskins,  fustians,  bufifnlo  cloths,  and 
napped  cottons  of  all  kinds,  costing  loss  than 
thirty-five  cents  the  square  yard,  shall  be  valued 
at  thirty-five  cents  per  square  yard,  and  shall  pay 
duty  accordingly.  The  same  remark  applies  to 
this  description  of  goods;  much  of  them  cost  but 
4he  half,  the  quarter,  and  the  third  of  this  amount 
at  which  the  law  values  themj  consequently  such 
goods  pay  twice,  or  three  times,  or  four  times 
thirty  per  cent,  on  their  value;  and  a  merchant  of 
Philadelphia  has  informed  me  that  under  this  in- 
iquitous minimum,  which  disguises  the  tax  from 
tiie  common  observer,  ihefiulian  which  is  worn  by 
the  laboring  man  pays  a  duty  of  one  hundred  and 
forty  per  cent. 

What  I  have  said  of  cotton  minimums  applies 
to  others;  they  are  minimums  on  a  great  variety 
of  articles;  and  in  every  case  the  result  is  exactly 
the  same — an  arbitrary  valuation,  false  in  fact, 
and  making  all  the  low-priced  goods — such  as  are 
worn  by  the  laboring  part  of  the  community — 
pay  double,  treble,  or  quadruple  the  amount  of 
duty  named  in  the  act. 

I  object  then,  again,  to  the  Senator's  average. 
I  tell  him  there  is  no  truth  in  it,  and  that  it  can 
only  deceive  the  ignorant. 

The  acts  before  the  war  had  no  minimums. 
That  is  a  thing  of  modern  invention.  It  is  one  of 
the  great  diflerences  between  the  old  system  and 
the  new,  and  renders  it  impossible  to  compare 
their  averagea  together. 

This  being  the  case,  how  can  an  average  be 
struck  from  the  legal  valuation,  the  minimum, 
without  being  utterly  untrue  ?  It  is  untrue,  no- 
toriously, flagrantly  so;  and  it  isjn  vain  for  the 
Senator  to  make  averages,  and  parade  them  before 
the  Senate,  formed  from  such  a  data.  It  is  all 
fallacious — all  erroneous^-and  can  deceive  no- 
body but  those  unacquainted  with  the  minimum 
iniquities. 

But  the  Senator  has  two  objects  in  his  average 
making  :  one  to  compare  duties  with  the  revenue 
acts  before  the  war,  the  oilier  to  show  how  light 
the  duties  are  under  the  act  of  1843.  What  has 
been  said  shows  how  fallacious  it  is  in  relation  to 


the  act  of  1843:  one  word  will  show  how  errone- 
ous it  is  in  relation  to  the  old  revenue  duties. 
There  were  no  minimums  among  those  duties,  to 
give  false  rates  of  duty;  and  the  free  goods  and 
specie  are  included  in  his  average  of  them,  as 
well  as  of  the  others.  And  now,  one  word  of 
these  free  goods.  There  are  nearly  one  hundred 
articles  free — almost  the  whole  of  them  for  the 
exclusive  benefit  of  manufacturers;  and  yet  the 
gentleman 's  ingenious  mode  of  getting  an  average 
\«ill  suppose  them  all  to  be  paying  twenty  per 
cent.  dutv. 

Mr.  SfMMpNS  declared  that  he  had  been  op- 
posed to  minimums,  and  drew  a  report  against 
them,  and  drew  a  bill  from  which  they  were  ex- 
cluded. 

Mr.  BENTON.  I  am  glad  to  hear  it;  but  I  tttn 
not  speaking  of  the  Senator's  report,  or  bill,  but 
of  the  act  that  was  passed — of  the  law  that  is  in 
i\te  book — antl  which  has  the  minimums  in  it — 
and  which  minimums  present  false  valuations, 
which  the  Senator  has  used  in  moking  up  his 
average.        ■ 

Mr.  B.  read  the  act,  and  the  three  minimums 
which  it  imposed  on  diflferent  classes  of  cotton 
goods,  and  all  to  the  prejudice  of  the  laboring 
classes.  He  dwelt  particularly  on  cotton  velvets, 
cords,  fustians,  moicfskins,  napped  cottons,  ite., 
supplying,  in  some  degree,  the  place  of  coarse 
woolens,  and  worn  by  the  laborer.  He  repeated 
that  a  merchant  of  Philadelphia  had  told  him  that 
fustians  worn  by  day  laborers  in  that  city  were 
subject  lo  a  duty  of  one  hundred  and  forty  per 
cent,  under  this  deceptive  minimum,  which,  on  its 
face,  purported  to  put  thirty-five  upon  them.  He 
stigmatized  this  as  a  cruel  injustice  upon  the  labor- 
ing part  of  the  community. 

Mr.  SIMMONS  declared  that  he  had  eonre- 
sponded  with  merchants  of  New  York,  obtained 
the  different  prices  of  these  articles,  and  then  took 
an  average,  which  he  found  to  be  thirty-five  cents, 
and  put  it  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  BENTON.  Still  the  same  thing;  making 
averages,  and  then  putting  that  average  in  a  law 
for  a  minimum !  Now,  an  average  is  not  a  min- 
imum nor  a  maximum;  it  is  a  half-way  point; 
but  the  law  makes  it  the  lowest  point — makes  iha 
middle  the  lowerend;  and  then  brings  upall  from 
below  to  that  point  lo  be  taxed  accorilingly,  while 
nothing  from  above  is  brought  down  to  the  min- 
imum. It  is  all  upward,  to  make  the  tax  the 
higher,  and  highest  upon  what  is  cheapest  and 
most  used — in  fact  wholly  used — by  the  laboring 
part  of  the  community. 

Mr.  SIMMONS  entered  into  some  statements 
about  the  price  of  mole  skins,  not  distinctly  heard; 
and  showed  some  specimens  of  new  goods,  with 
their  pries,  &c.,  insisting  that  the  average  taken 
for  the  minimum  was  not  between  extreme  prices, 
but  those  just  above  and  below  thirty-five  cents 
the  square  yard. 

Mr.  BENTON  would  go  back  tathe  real  points; 
these  were  digressions.  He  had  presented  the 
great  fact  that  seven  million  people  in  1808,  under 
the  low-duty  system,  had  paid  $16,333,333  33} 
of  revenue;  while  eighteen  million,  under  the 
high-duty  system,  with  difficulty  paid  the  sum  of 
$18,000,000.  There  was  no  dispute  about  the 
fact,  and  it  was  not  for  him  to  account  for  it.  But 
it  was  easily  accounted  for.  Every  book  of  po- 
litical economy  showed  that  moderate  duties  were 
most  productive;  because  they  increased  con- 
sumption, and  diminished  smuggling.  This  was 
a  reason  found  in  the  books.  Another  reason 
was  found  in  the  condition  of  the  country,  which 
was  then  rich  and  happy. 

Mr.  CRITFENDEN  asked  how  could  thesuro 
of  $48,000,000  of  irnports,  which  he  believed  were 
those  of  1808,  afler-asducting  the  reexportations, 
pay  $16,000,000  at  the  low  rate  of  duly  he  men- 
tioned i 

Mr.  BENTON.  The  imports  of  the  year  did 
not  pay  it,  or  only  in  part.  The  importations  of 
previous  years  paid  it,  for  there. was  a  credit  on 
the  duties;  and  this  shows  how  vain  it  is  to  go 
by  single  years. 

Mr.  B.  was  done  with  this  part  of  the  subject; 
but  there  was  another  part  of  it  which  claimed 
his  attention.  He  had  listened  lo  nothing  with 
more  pleasure  this  session  than  to  the  indignant 
manner  in  which  the  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina, [Mr.  McDcFriE,]  in  his  first  speech  upon 
the  tariff,  had  denounced  political  legislation.  He 
pQured  a  aireain  of  hot  and  bttrniog  eloquence 
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upon  the  legislation  which  looked  to  presidential 
elections,  and  prostituted  the  halls  of  legislation 
and  the  law-making  power,  to  the  execrable  busi- 
ness of  putting  up  or  putting  down  a  presidential 
candidate.  He  concurred  with  him  in  the  lofty 
and  indignant  feelings  which  he  expressed,  and 
hoped  that  the  Senate  Chamber  would  be  free 
from  the  presence  of  that  plague,  which,  like  the 
frogs  of  Egypt,  spread  itself  everywhere.  The 
Senate  had  ueen  free  from  it  until  this  day;  but 
the  Senator  from  Rhode  Island  had  introduced 
the  presidential  candidates — one  for  approbation 
-~one  for  condemnation.  He  would  not  imitate 
him,  nor  follow  him,  but  considered  all  that  be 
bad  said  on  that  subject,  with  the  lamentations 
over  the  destruction  of  manufactures  and  ruin  of 
laborers,  to  the  commencement  of  a  panic — a  cold- 
blooded, studied  commencement  of  a  panic — to  be 
taken  up  out  of  doors,  and  ran  through  the  land. 
This  wak  mortifying  and  humiliating,  and  he, 
profoundly  regretted  to  see  it.  We  had  panics 
enough  in  the  time  of  the  old  Bank  of  the  United 
Slates;  and  the  high-tariff  champions  all  served 
their  apprenticeship  to  panic-making  then.  De- 
struction !  rain !  loss  of  wages !  loss  of  property ! 
the  bank  the  only  savior  of  the  people!  such 
was  the  cry  in  the  bank  panics;  and,  from  the 
eivings-out  of  this  day,  all  this  is  to  be  repeated 
by  the  high-tariff  party  !  and  tariff  now,  like  bank 
then,  is  to  be  the  only  means  of  saving  the  peo- 
ple from  everlasting  perdition ! 

Mr.  SIMMONS  rose  simply  to  state  that,  in 
regard  to  what  he  had  said,  as  to  the  Senator's 
arguments  against  millionary  capitalikls,  it  was 
simply  that,  if  they  were  destroyed,  it  would  in- 
volve those  dependent  on  them  in  their  destruc- 
tion. That  was  his  argument;  not  that  he  ap- 
plied to  the  Senator  from  Missouri  any  design  of 
destroying  the  labor  of  the  working-man;  it  was 
to  the  results  of  the  Senator's  propositions  he  ad- 
Terted.  He  had  spoken  of  the  effects  of  the  Sen- 
ator's doctrine.  As  to  the  tables  he  had  pro- 
duced, he  explained  that  be  had  got  those  tables 
drawn  up  with  the  view  of  contrasting  the  aver- 
ages of  the  first  twenty-five  years  with  the  aver- 
ages of  the  last  twenty-five  years;  and  having 
included  in  both  the  free  goods,  he  could  not  see 
that  it  made  any  essential  difference,  the  same 
thing  being  done  for  the  last  period  as  for  the 
first.  He  made  further  explanations  in  relation 
to  his  tables.  As  to  minimums,  be  had  reported 
against  them,  as  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Manufactures,  when  the  tariff  of  1843  was  under 
consideration,  and  in  favor  of  the  home  valua- 
tion, and  of  averages  being  taken  for  computing 
duties.  Onder  the  bill  which  be  reported  ibe  av- 
erages would  have  been  fairly  made.  He  had  en- 
deavored to  make  them  correct;  and,  with  that 
view,  had  sought  for  the  best  information  the 
country  could  afford.  As  an  instance  of  the  fair- 
ness of  his  averages,  he  would  take  molasses,  set 
down  at  twenty-two  cents,  with  a  duty  of  twenty- 
five  per  cent. 

The  present  value  of  molasses  in  the  New 
York  market,  is  twenty-six  to  thirty  cents;  under 
his  bill,  had  it  been  adopted,  he  would  take 
twenty -eight  cents  as  the  average;  putting  twenty- 
five  percent,  on  that,  it  would  be  seven  cents; 
but  take  the  third  of  the  value,  and  it  would  be 
nine  cents  more  than  the  rate  of  duty  he  had  pro- 
posed. 

He  had  always  said  that  the  minimum  princi- 
ple was  not  the  fair  way  of  getting  at  the  value, 
but  it  was  the  only  way  in  which  frauds  on  the 
revenuf  could  be  avoided  or  guarded  against.  In 
reference  to  what  he  had  saia  of  the  eRects  of  the 
doctrine  of  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  he  would 
repeat  that,  if  the  substantial  articles  of  life  were 
allowed  to  come  in  f^,  the  effect  necessarily 
must  be  to  destroy  the  industry  of  the  country, 
because  these  necessaries  were  the  products  of 
this  country  itself.  His  ground  was,  that,  if  the 
Senator  carried  oat  his  own  views,  the  effect 
would  be  to  destroy  the  interests  be  wished  to 
protect. 

Here  an  informal  conversational  discussion,  in 
an  under  tone,  took  place,  relative  to  the  manner 
of  taking  the  averages  according  to  the  bill  Mr. 
SiMMONi  had  reported  in  1843,  Messrs.  SIM- 
MONS, BENTON,CRITTEN  DEN, and  others, 
from  their  seats,  making  incidental  observations 
touching  particular  items. 

Mr.  McOUFFIE  made  a  short  explanation, 
net  diitioctly  beard  in  ths  gallery,  but  understood 


to  be  a  correction  of  a  mistake  he  had  made  in 
relation  to  a  particular  duty  being  tan  per  cent., 
which  he  had  since  discovered  to  be  fifteen. 

Mr.  CHOATE  next  obtained  the  floor,  and 
expressed  a  wish  that  the  subject  could  be  post- 
poned to  some  day  next  week,  fie  presumed  it 
could  not  proceed  to-morrow,  or  next  day,  with- 
out interfering  with  the  Post  Office  bill. 

Several  suggestions  were  informally  made  as 
to  the  day  of  postponement;  but  at  length  it  was 
understood  that,  by  laying  the  pending  question 
on  the  table,  it  could  be  called  up  any  day  Mr. 
C.  was  ready  to  proceed  with  bis  remarks. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CHOATE,  the  pending 
question  was,  in  conformity  with  this  under- 
standing, laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Trdridat,  March  38,  1844. 

Mr.  ADAMS  asked  the  consent  of  the  House 
to  present  a  memorial  from  the  National  Insti- 
tute. 

Objected  lo,  and  not  received. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  that  the  first  busi- 
ness in  order  was  the  reception  of  reports  from 
the  standing  committees. 

Mr.  DEAN,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  to 
pr^ide  for  the  payment  of  the  Iowa  militia 
called  into  service  in  the  year  1839;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  referred. 

Mr.  RUSSEUjL,  from  the  Committee  on  In- 
valid Pensions,  made  a  report  upon  the  petition 
of  Sherman  Pierce,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his 
relief;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred. 

Mr.  R.,  from  the  same  committee,  made  ad- 
verse reports  upon  the  petitions  of  Diiniel  Sprasue, 
Lyman  N.  Cook,  James  Gee,  and  Oliver  Ker- 
rick;  which  were  laid  on  the  uble. 

Mr.  OWEN,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals,  moved  that  said  committee  be  dts- 
cbari;ed  from  the  further  consideration  of  several 
petitions  and  memorInU  referred  to  them. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BURICE  from  the  Committee  on  the  Li- 
brary, reported  a  joint  resolution,  directing  ttie 
delivery  of  the  Journals  and  public  documents 
printed  by  order  of  Congress  to  each  incorpo- 
rated statistical  association  in  the  several  States 
and  Territories;  which  was  read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred. 

Mr.  B.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  report- 
ed a  bill  extending  the  privilege  of  copyright  to 
the  authors  of  the  narrative  and  account  of  the 
exploring  expedition;  which  was  read  twice,  uid 
referred. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BURKE,  it  was 

Ortmi,  That  the  Commlltce  on  ihe  Llbfaiy  be  diaebsrged 
tfum  Uie  cofwidereUon  oftlHi  peiiiiniiorT.aiHl  J.  W.Jobo- 
■on,  law  publisbera  of  Pbilulelpliijt. 

Mr.  LEONARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Buildings  and  Qrounds,  made  a  report  upon  the 
subject  of  lighting  the  Hall  of  Representatives, 
accompanied  by  the  following  resolution: 

Renlvi,  That  Uw  Doorkeeper  of  the  Houw  of  Repre- 
■enuitivea  contract  with  Sobert  Grant  for  Itgbiing  the  Uall 
of  the  Uouw  of  UepresentaUveawitblbeoiyhydroBen  liine 
li|hi,  or  Druniniond  lifbt,  and  that  the  aum  of  $1,000  be 
appropriated  from  Itaeeoulingestfaadoribe  Ueuae  fortbat 
piirpoae. 

The  resolution  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  DEAN,  from  the  Committee  on  Retrench- 
ment, reported  a  bill  te  regulate  the  pay  of  the 
officers  of  the  Navy;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
referred. 

Mr.  HUNGERFORD  moved  that  twenty-five 
hundred  extra  copies  of  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Retrenchment,  in  relation  to  the  Navy, 
be  printed;  but  the  motion  not  being  in  order, 
was  not  received. 

Mr.  COBB,  from  the  select  committee  on  sta- 
tistics, moved  that  five  thousand  copies  of  the 
report  of  said  committee  be  printed. 

Mr.  WHITE  suggested  to  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  that  he  should  give  his  notice  now,  and 
it  would  come  up  regularly  hereafter. 

Mr.COBBassenled,ana  the  notice  wasentered. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR,  of  New  York,  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  made  an  adverse  re- 
port upon  the  petition  of  Bohlen  &  Borie;  which 
was  kid  on  the  table. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  WELLER,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  Wajn  and  Mnmi  he 
diicbaifed  from  the  consideration  of  the  mcniortBl  of  iba 
workini;  men  of  the  Washington  navy-jwrd  for  a  fpwdr 
appropriation  for  the  Navy  ;  also,  from  the  nrsolDlJon  nf  the 
HoQtfe  of  the  17lh  of  January  la.st,  in  relation  to  siiA«.faoatg 
upon  the  Minisaippi  and  iu  tribmaries ;  and  aUo,  froiD  tJi« 
memorial  of  the  LegUlaTure  of  Wi«con*in,  for  an  Incrciw 
of  the  appropriation  for  the  auppon  of  tbe  laid  LegMaiara. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE,  from  the  CommitiK  of 
Ways  and  Means,  to  which  was  referred  a  rno- 
lution  on  the  15ih  day  of  January  last,  directing 
that  committee  to  inquire  and  report  whether  the 
notes  lately  issued  by  the  Treasury  Departmtnl, 
bearing  nominal  interest,  and  convertible  into 
coin  on  demand,  and  now  forming  part  o(  the  cir- 
culating medium  of  the  country,  are  authorizeil 
by  the  existing  laws  and  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  madea  report,  to  which  was  appended 
n  communication  from  the  Treasury  Department. 
He  also  reported  the  following  joint  resolutioo: 

Retolved  hf  the  Senate  an«(  Houae  of  Re]treteiUatitt*  o/ 
the  United  Statee  »/  America  i»  Omjcreif  memUtd,  Tkn 
the  iwue  of  Treaaury  nntn  made  payiiM*  on  Ibeir  facet  aae 
year  ancr  date,  hvariiif  a  merely  aomlnal  ia»  of  iniem, 
and  by  tndoraemcnt  ibereon,  made  payable  at  my  tiac  oa 
preaentation  at  tbe  de|>OBttoriea  of  tbe  Tresiury,  ii  wiiboM 
auibortiy  of  law. 

The  joint  resolution  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union;  and,  together  with  the  report 
and  the  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  was  ordered  to  |>e  printed. 

He  moved  that  ten  thousanii  extra  copies  of  the 
report  and  accompanying  documents  be  priDted. 

The  motion  was  entered  on  the  Calendar,  ab- 
jection being  made  by  Mr.  Adams. 

THE  TARIFF  MODIFICATION  ACT. 

Mr.  McKA Y  submitted  the  following  resolo- 
tion,  on  which  he  moved  the  previous  question: 

Retolvtd,  Tbai  Mil  No.  313, "  to  modify  and  amend  the 
act  entitled  '  An  act  to  pnivide  revenae  from  importa,  ml 
to  change  and  to  modify  elicting  laws  imposing  datietaa 
imtiorlH,  and  for  other  purpofle,<,^'  approved  30th  Aii|ttn, 
1M2.  be  the  special  order  uf  tlie  day  on  and  aner  Tiiei-daT, 
Ihe  9th  day  of  April  next,  Uien  to  uke  precedence  of  til 
other  lii»inen  until  Ibe  asme  absH  be  Oaally  diapoted  of  by 
Uie  Uon«e. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  desire  to 
submit  an  inquiry  to  the  Chair. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  previous  question  has 
beep  demanded. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL.  I  move  that  the  rts- 
olution  be  laid  on  the  table;  aad  on  that  I  call  for 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  inquired  if  the  adoption  ff 
the  resolution  of  the  chairman  of  the  Corainiitte 
of  Ways  and  Means  would  not  require  a  vole  of 
two  thirds? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  then  appealed  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  J.  R.  iHCEkiou] 
to  withdraw  his  motion  to  lay  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WHITE  also  made  a  like  entreatj, and 
reminded  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  that 
the  original  resolution  would  require  a  vote  of 
two  thinls. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  assented,  and  widi- 
drew  his  motion. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  said,  as  this  wssan  import- 
ant question,  he  desired  to  make  an  inquiry  of 
the  Chair  in  relation  to  the  point  just  stated.  B* 
admitted  that  a  vote  of  two  thirds  would  be 
retfuiaite  to  suspend  tbe  rules  to  present  a  reso- 
lution; but  here  was  a  report  coming  leeititnMcly 
from  a  committee;  and  he  inquired  whether,  u 
the  report  came  properly  beftirc  the  Bouae, » 
majority  would  not  be  sufficient  for  the  adoptioii 
of  the  resolution.  Two  thirds  were  not  deemed 
necessary  to  set  aside  the  three  first  days  in  April 
for  District  business,  nor  was  a  suspension  of 
tbe  rules  thought  requisite,  and  he  desired  to  bt 
informed  why  two  thirds  were  required  now? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that,  to  make  a  subject 
a  special  order,  and  give  it  priority  over  all  other 
business,  had  always  been  deemed  to  require  a 
two  thirds  vote. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  inquired  whether  tbe  rule  re- 
cently adopted  on  the  motion  of  tbe  genllemas 
from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  C.  Jobksov,]  giring 
powerto  a  majority  of  the  House  to  go  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  any  subject,  would 
not  be  operative  in  this  case? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that,  by  that  role,  s 
msjoriiy  might  go  into  the  Committee  <J  ih' 
Whole  on  any  subjeet;  bnt  that  rale  did  not  Jtrt 
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a  majorilr  power  to  make  any  subject  a  special 
order,  ana  give  it  precedence  over  all  other  busi- 
ness. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  snggested  that  the  resolu- 
tion should  be  so  altered  as  to  provide  that  the 
House  should  resolve  itselfinto  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  tariff  bill  on  the  day  mentioned 
in  the  resolution. 

The  SPEAKER  put  the  question  on  seconding 
the  deroaiid  for  thebrevioun question. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  called  for  teHers;  and 
Messrs.  Kenitedt,  of  Maryland,  and  C.  John- 
totr  were  appointed;  and  they  reported — ayes  73, 
noes  66. 

So  there  was  a  second. 

The  main  question  was  then  ordered  to  be  now 
put;  and,  on  the  question  of  agreeine  to  the  res- 
olution, the  yeas  and  nays  were  calleil  for  and 
taken,  and  resulted — yeas  94,  nay  s  79— being  less 
than  a  majority  of  two  thirds: 

TEAS— M«Mn.  Anderaon,  Atkiiuon,  Benton,  Jame*  A. 
Black,  Blackwell,  Bnwcr,  Bonlin,  Boyd,  Jacob  Brinkerlioir, 
Aaroa  V.  Brown.  Willmin  J.  Brown,  liurke,  Burt,  Cald- 
well, Campbell,  Keuben  Chapman,  Auipmu  A.  Ctiapman, 
Ctinion,  Cobb,  Colev,  CroM,  Dana,  Daniel,Jolin  W.  Davis, 
Dean,  Dronifoole.  Diinlap,  Elmer,  Farlee.  Ficklin,  Prencb, 
Bale,  Hamlin,  HadinjeiL  flacalaon,  Henley,  Herrick, 
Holme*,  Hogs,  Hopkint,  HouMoo,  Hubard,  Hughea,  Hun- 

Iorford,  James  B.  Uuqi,  JameMii,  Cave  JolinMtn,  Andrew 
obomii,  Andrew  Kennedy,  Prnton  Kins,  Kirkpairirk, 
ijabranche,  Leonard,  Lewi«,  Lucas,  Lumpkin,  Lyou,  He* 
Chasten,  Haclnv,  McClelland,  McClemaad,  McCounell, 
McDowell,  McKay,  Joaeph  Morris,  Norris,  Owen,  Payne, 
Paltil,  Emery  D.  Pouer,  Pratt,  Purdy,  Batbbun.  David  S. 
Beid,  ttediag,  Relfe,  RoberU,  Robinapn,  Saunder«,  Simpnon, 
John  T.  SmiUi,  Thoma«  Hmltli,  Robert  Smith,  Steenrod, 
Stiles,  Stone.  Strong,  Sykes,  Ttiompmn,  Tibbaiu,  Wpller, 
Weaiwortb,  Wheaion,  Woodward,  and  Joseph  A.Wrigli^— 
M. 

NATS — Messn.  Abbott,  Adams,  Ashe,  Raker,  Barrioger, 
Bidlaek,  James  Black,  Brengle,  Brndhead,  MilUMi  Brown, 
BaAngton, Gary,  Carroll,  Catlin,  Clinch,  Clingman,  Colla- 
mer,  Ciaiwton.  Dactagh,  Onrretl  Davis,  Richarif  D.  Davu, 
Debany,  Dellet.  Dickey,  Dickinson,  Ellis,  Foot,  Faster, 
Giddingy,  Hardin,  Harper,  HayH,  HuIiIh;!!,  lludrion,  Wacli- 
inglon  Hunt,  Charles  J.  IiiBentnll,  Joseph  R.  Iiigert^nlt, 
Perley  B.  Johnson.  Jotm  P.  Kennedy,  Dnniel  F.  King,  Mc- 
llvainc,  Manh,  Kdward  J.  Morria,  Moss,  Moseley,  Nes, 
Newton,  Parmenlfr,  Paurrsou,  Peyton,  Elislia  B.  Potter, 
Preston,  Kainsey,  Ritler,  Rockwell,  Rndttfy,  Rogers,  Rus. 
sell.  Sample,  Uenter,  .Sevt-raiicr,  Thnmufi  II.  Seymonr, 
David  I.  Seymour.  Simons,  t^aleb  B.  Smith,  Spencc, 
Bummer*,  Tliomasson,  Tiliirn,  Tyler,  Vauce,  Vannicter, 
Viniun,  Weilwred,  Whilit, .Williams,  Wintbrop,  WiHiani 
Wright,  and  Yost— 79. 

Mr.  MURPHy  rose  before  the  vote  was  an- 
nounced, and  asked  permission  to  record  liis  vote, 
having  been  prevented,  by  business  of  liis  com- 
mittee, from  being  in  the  House  at  the  time  bis 
name  was  railed. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  he  could  not  be  so 
permitted. 

Mr.  MURPHY  then  said  that,  iflic  had  been 
present,  he  would  have  voted  in  the  allirmaiive. 

Mr.  McKAY  rose  and  gave  notice,  in  oi-der 
that  no  one  mi^ht  be  taken  by  surprise,  that,  nn 
Tuesday,  the  9th  day  of  April,  or  some  earlier 
.day,  he  would  move  that  the  House  resolve  it- 
aelf  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  for  the 
purpose  of  diking  up  and  proceeding  to  the  con- 
sideration of  ihis  bill;  and  he  would  miike  that 
motion  every  day  until  the  subject  should  be 
finally  disposed  of. 

"Mr.  J.  R.  INOERSOLL  said  he  trusted  that 
the  gentleman's  intended  motion  would  not  pre- 
Tail  until  the  country  at  large  had  an  opportunity 
of  expressing  its  wishes  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  WELLER  made  some  observation,  which 
was  not  hpard  by  the  reporter. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  that  the  morning 
hour  had  expired. 

Mr.  BIDLACK  wished,  in  connection  with 
(he  notice  of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  to  make  an  inquiry  of  the  hon- 
orable gentleman, and  to  present  the  proceedings 
of  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Mr.  B.'s  district, 
on  the  subject  of  the  bill  which  it  was  proposed 
to  take  up  and  consider. 

Called  to  order. 

Mr.  BIDLACKsnidhemerely wantedtomake 
an  inquiry  of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

The  SPEAKER.  Does  the  gentleman  propose 
to  aubinit  any  motiou  ? 
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Mr.  BIDLACK.  Certainly,  sir.  I  move  to 
suspend  the  rules  to  enable  me  to  make  the  in- 
quiry. 

[Cries  of  "for  what  purpose?"] 

Mr.  BIDLACK.  For  the  purpose  of  under- 
standing the,notice  which  has  been  given  by  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
[Laughter.] 

The  question  upon  the  suspension  of  the  rales 
was  put,  and  negatived. 

ARHT  APPaOPRIATION  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HOPKINS,  the  House  re- 
solved into  the  Committee  nf  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Wcller  in  the  chair,) 
and  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
making  appropriations  for  the  support^  of  the 
Army,  for  the  fiscal  year  commencing  on^the  1st 
day  of  July,  1844,  and  ending  on  the  30lh  day  of 
June,  1845. 

The  pending  question  being  upon  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 

Mr.  COLES  said  be  could  not  consent,  under 
any  circumstances,  to  vote  against  i  measure  of 
retrenchment  without  explaining  the  reasons  for 
such  vote.  It  had  been  said  that  these  officers 
are  unnecessary.  If  be  waa  convinced  that  they 
were  unnecessary,  he  would  not  hesitate  an  in- 
stant; but  he  had  taken  occasion  to  inquire  into 
the  matter,  and  was  fully  convinced  that  a  mors 
improper  course  could  not  be  taken  than  that  of 
making,  from  time  to  time,  liaaty  and  irregular 
changes  in  the  Army.  It  was  said  that  there  were 
seventy  officers  who  were  altogether  useless — who 
had  nothing  to  do.    But  was  this  the  case? 

By  the  report  from  the  adjutant  general,  there 
are  seventy  graduates  from  West  Point  called 
supernumerary.  There  are  one  hundred  and  ten 
captains  and  stibslierns  absent  from  their  regi- 
ments— not  all  on  furlough,  as  has  been  stated, 
but  absent  for  the  following  reasons:  thirty  seven 
on  duties  of  the  general  staff;  twenty  at  West 
Point,  as  professors,  commanders,  dc«.;  five  on 
special  service;  twelve  sick;  oiie  suspended  by 
general  court-martial;  twenty-five  on  furlough — 
making  one  hundred  and  ten.  Fifty-eight  of  the 
above  supernumerary  officers  arcattached  to  com- 
paniea  in  rhe  place  of  officer*  absent  as  above 
staled;  and  the  other  twelve  supernumeraries  are 
attached — one  to  the  engineer  corps,  four  to  the 
topographical  corps,  nnd  seven  to  the  ordnance 
corps;  making  up  the  whole  seventy  nn  active 
duty.  The  Military  Academy  would  furnish 
twenty-five  in  addition,  after  July  next,  but  the 
deaths,  resignations,  and  other  causes,  would 
create  more  vacancies  than  could  be  supplied  by 
the  twenty-five.  In  his  estimation,  it  would  be 
au  act  of  extravagance  to  diaband  officers  who 
have  been  prepareil  for  the  service  at  great  ex- 
pense, and  at  the  same  time  to  continue  to  pre- 
Jiare  others  at  the  Military  Academ/. 

Mr.  C.  referred  to  ihe  condition  of  the  country 
during  the  lost  war  with  Great  Britain,  when  it 
was  BO  destitute  of  militnry  information  that  they 
could  scarcely  get  bonks  on  mihtury  science,  and 
bad  to  employ  British  deserters  to  teach  the  offi- 
cers the  plainest  duties.  Indeed,  after  the  war, 
they  had  to  send  to  Europe  for  an  engineer,  who 
hacTcost  the  Government  millions  of  dollars.  The 
otjject  in  forming  the  peace  eslablishineni,  was  to 
have  an  army  so  constituted  as  to  keep  nlive  some 
military  knowlvdee  in  the  country.  The  princi- 
ple sdopted  in  1821,  was  to  reduce  the  Army  to 
the  lowest  limits  required  to  keep  alive  that  mili- 
tary knowledge,  to  garrison  the  posts,  to  guard 
the  Indian  frontiers,  and  to  have  an  army  which 
could  be  expanded  to  double  its  force  in  case  of 
emergency.  That  policy  had  been  continued  till 
this  time.  If  this  policy  was  a  bad  one,  let  it  be 
abandoned,  and  not  only  reduce  these  second 
lieutenants,  but  reduce  the  whole  Army.  To  be 
consistent  in  making  this  reduction,  they  should 
also  reduce  the  two  regiments  of  dragoons  into 
one,  reduce  the  artillery  one  half,  and  reduce  the 
eight  regiments  of  infantry  into  four.  One  half  of 
the  number  of  officers  might  then  be  disbanded. 

He  was  of  the  opinion  that  the  present  military 


establishment  was  the  cheapest  as  well  as  the 
most  efficient  that  could  be  adopted,  and  he  waa 
unwilling  to  alter  it.  '  As  a  measure  of  economy, 
he  was  satisfied  that  Ihe  amendment  would  not 
produce  the  results  that  the  gentleman  who  advo- 
cated it  contemplated.  For  the  purposes  of  re- 
trenchment, he  was  for  going  much  further  than 
this  amendment  proposed,  and  for  correcting  the 
abuses  and  reducing  the  extravagances  in  tlie 
Army  which  had  hitherto  remained  untouched. 
If  they  took  up  thia  little  matter  alone,  and  let 
others  of  more  importance  remain  untouched, 
they  would  accomplish  nothing  valuable  in  the 
way  of  retrenchment.  There  were  extravagances 
and  abuses  in  the  Army  which-ought  to  ue  put 
an  end  to;  but  they  principally  arose  from  the 
injudicious  legislation  of  Congress. 

In  the  first  page  of  the  estimates  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  the  .estimates  for  the  Army  proper 
amounted  to  only  |3,000,000;  but  there  werii 
other  objects  of  expenditure  which  he  had  not 
heard  the  greatest  advocates  for  economy  com- 
plain of.  Were  there  not  gentlemen  here  who 
were  complaining  of  the 'extravagances  of  the 
Army,  who  were  ready  to  vote  for  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  estimates  under  the  Army  head  which 
did  not  properly  belong  to  the  Army — such  as  for 
harbors  and  rivers,  pensions  to  widows  and  sol- 
diers, and  expenditures  for  the  Indian  service? 
He  found  many  gentlemen,  whose  remarks  were 
calculated  to  throw  odium  on  the  Army,  always 
voting  for  one  or  all  of  these  objects. 

Mr.  C.  said  that,  instead  of  cutting  down  thesa 
supernumerary  officers,  the  cheapest  course  would 
be  to  reduce  the  number  of  cadets  at  the  Military 
Academy  to  one  hundred  and  fifty;  and,  by  this 
means,  th«  supernumeraries  would  be  absorbed 
in  the  Army  in  the  course  of  a  few  years.  He 
would  also  reduce  the  number  of  professors  at 
West  Point;  and  in  this  way  an  annual  amount 
would  be  saved  equal  to  that  proposed  by  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  DANA  made  some  remarks  in  favor  of 
the  amendment,  and  contended  that  the  number 
of  officei-s  in  the  Army  was  too  great,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  number  of  privatea.  The  supernu- 
meraries were  entirely  unnecessary,  as  it  ap- 
peared that  they  were  performing  the  duties  of 
ihe  commissioned  officers  who  were  tibsent.  Mr. 
D.  argued  that  this  was  the  proper  time  for  re- 
trenchment, if  the  House  intended  any  measure 
nf  that  kind,  and  that,  by  waiting  for  another  bill, 
they  would  lose  the  opportunity  altogether. 

Mr.  CARROLL  deprecated  these  attacks  on 
the  officers  whose  employment  was  under  consid- 
eration, without  proof  that  they  were  unemployed ; 
and  he  justified  their  retention  on  the  ground  that 
it  was  the  duty  of  this  country  in  peace  to  be  pre- 
pared for  war. 

Mr.  T.  SMITH  spoke  in  favor  of  a  diminu- 
tion of  the  public  expendtlures;  and  hence,  he 
was  in  fuvnr  of  the  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Oliio.  He  was  of  opinion  that  if  the 
House  waited  for  the  bill  of  ihe  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  these  reforms  would  never  be 
effected;  for  they  could  not  possibly  have  any 
assurance  that  that  bill  would  come  op  before  the 
end  of  the  session,  when  it  would  be  too  late  to 
receive  the  mature  consideration  of  the  Senate 
He  hoped  the  committee  would  adopt  the  amend- 
ment now  proposed;  for  it  was  not  inconsistent 
with  the  bill  of  ihe  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina, for  which  he  should  also  vote,  when  itcamo 
up.  He  was  in  favor  of  a  thorough  organization 
of  the  Army,  but  he  was  opposed  to  an  Army  of 
officers  without  men,  for  it  was  inconsistent  with 
the  principles  on  which  a  republic  was  based. 
He  believed,  if  war  should  come,  it  would  be  much 
easier  then  to  obtain  officers  ijian  fighting-men. 
He  was  not  one  that  believed  that  science  alone 
was  necessary  to  do  our  fighting;  but  he  believed, 
also,  that  such  science  had  been  brought  to  great 
perfection  among  our  people;  so  that  science 
could  be  found  amons  them,  and  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  men  that  would  fight  as  bravely,  and  ex- 
hibit as'much  skill  as  any  of  those  who  were 
educated  at  West  Point. 
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[Here  n  mesiiage  was  received  Trom  the  Senate  | 
by  AsBURT  D1CKIN8,  Esq.,  its  Secretary,  who  i 
deliverett  to  the  House  many  bills  passed  by  the 
SenateJ  | 

Mr.T.  SMITH  resumed:  He  said  when  he  was  | 
interrupted,  he  was  trying  to  demonstrate  that 
when  tne  day  should  come  for  fighting  to  be  done, 
the  exigencies  of  the  case  would  call  up  the  men 
who  were  calculated  and  the  best  qualified  to  de- 
fend the  country.  The  gentlemen  who  were  edu- 
cated at  West  Point,  under  such  circumstances, 
would  have  to  be  aet  aside,  for  they  were  not 

Jiualified  forthebatlle-field;  and  he  should,  there- 
ore,  vote  for  the  amendment.  It  had  been  asked 
what  those  young  gentlemen  were  to  do?  to  which 
he  replied  that  they  should  be  content  with  the 
education  and  the  consequent  advantages  which 
the  country  had  given  them,  without  being  thrown 
as  a  burden  on  the  country  in  the  time  of  peace, 
with  their  servants  and  forage.  There  were  the 
various  professions  of  the  country  open  to  them, 
and  they  should  labor  for  themselves,  as  others 
of  our  citizens  were  compelled  to  do.  If,  how- 
ever, no  profession  was  open  to  th^m,  let  them 
carry  their  scientific  attainments  into  agricultural 
pursuits,  in  which  they  might  be  made  available 
both  to  their  own  and  to  their  country 'a  interests. 
But  there  was  nnotherreason  why  he  should  give 
support  to  this  amendment.  He  was  desirous  to 
diminish  the  appropriit'.ions,  and  the  amendment 
would  reduce  (he  proposed  appropriations  of  this 
bill  some  eighty  or  ninety  thousand  dollars. 

He  did  not  desire  to  embarrass  or  to  detain  the 
committee,  for  he  felt  convinced  that  it  was  the 
intention  of  the  House  to  come  up  and  make  this 
retrenchment,  and  dispense  with  these  unneces- 
sary.^nd  supernumerary  officers.  He  had  the 
intention  of  proposing  another  amendment,  if  in 
order,  that,  in  the  event  of  promotions  becoming 
necessary  in  consequence  of  the  excision  of  these 
8upernumerarie8,8uchpromotionS8houldbemade 
from  the  line  of  the  Army.  Whenever  a  young 
man  was  found  who  had  recommended  himself  by 
bis  service  in  the  ranks  for  four  or  five  years,  he 
should  be  placed  in  the  line  of  promotion.  This 
was  the  way  to  give  character  and  standing  to 
the  Army. 

Mr.  BRENOLE  said  he  desired  to  occupy  the 
attention  of  the  committee  but  a  moment.  They 
were  called  on  now  to  make  an  appropriation  of 
money  for  the  public  service;  and  he  held  it  to  be 
a  valuable  maxim,  where  money  was  to  be  appro- 
priated, to  know  beforehand  that  it  was  actually 
required  for  the  public  service.  It  was  not  in- 
cumbent on  the  advocates  of  the  proposed  amend- 
ment to  establish  the  proposition  that  these  offi- 
cers, who,  in  the  technical  language  of  the  Army 
Register,  were  called  supernumeraries,  were  use- 
less: but  it  was  incumbent  on  those  who  advo- 
cated the  expenditure  of  the  money  to  establish 
the  converse  of  the  proposition,  and  satisfy  the 
House  that  the  public  service  rtquired  the  ex- 
penditure; and,  unless  the  public  service  did  re- 
quire it,  they  had  neither  the  right  nor  the  author- 
ity to  expend  it.  He  was  for  maintaining  such  an 
Aimy  as  the  exieencies  of  the  country  required. 
Thus  far  would  he  go  as  willingly  as  any  mem- 
ber of  the  House;  bufnotan  inch  beyond  it.  He 
made  no  bounding  phrases  about  retrenchment  or 
useless  expenditure;  if  the  public  service  required 
millions,  he  would  vote  millions.  This  was  his 
notion  of  the  dutj  incumbent  upon  him  in  refer- 
ence to  the  question  before  the  House.  He  would 
▼ote  for  the  amendment. 

Mr.  HUNT  said  he  did  not  rise  to  prolong 
the  debate.  He  merely  desired  to  olTeran  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment.  It  would  be  borne  in 
mind  that  these  supernumeraries,  when  they  en- 
tered into  the  service,  came  under  an  engagement 
to  serve  the  country  for  a  term  of  years,  which  is 
not  yet  expired.  He  did  not  contend  that  it  was 
strictly  a  legal  contract  which  could  be  enforced 
upon  technical  grounds  in  a  court  of  law,  but  the 
good  faith  which  every  Government  was  bound  to 
observe  would  dictate  the  strict  observance  of 
the  implied  terms  of  such  contract.  Mr.  H.  pro- 
posed to  amend  the  amendment  by  adding  the 
words,  "  who  shall  have  served  for  a  longer  pe- 
riod than  the  term  of  their  original  engagements. " 
Mr.  PATTERSON  said  he  agreed  with  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland,  that  if  there  was  no 
necessity  for  these  supernumerary  officers  they 
should  make  no  appropriation  for  them.  But  he 
hod  received  a  memorandum  from  the  head  of  the  i 


Army,  in  which  it  was  stated  that  there  were 
sixty-nine' supernumeraries,  and  that  they  were 
all  as  fully  employed  as  any  of  the  officers  were. 
The  great  bugbear  seemed  to  be  that  they  were 
called  supernumeraries. 

Mr.  McDowell  referred  to  the  law  of  1812 
to  show  that  this  corps  of  supernumerary  officers 
was  designed  to  fill  tlie  vacancies  occuring  from 
year  to  year  in  the  Army. 

Mr.  McD.  said  it  was  plain  that  when  that  law 
was  framed ,  it  was  never  conteniplated  that  sev- 
enty or  eighty  superoomerary  officers  should  be 
quartered  on  the  Government  in  lime  of  peace,  at 
enormous  expenses;  and  that  the  President,  in 
retaining  them  in  service,  had  misconstrued  it. 
He  then  went  on  to  say,  that  it  was  the  solemn 
and  imperious  duty  of  the  House  to  lighten  the 
burdens  of  the  people  wbej^ever  they  had  the  op- 
portunity of  doing  so;  and  now  that  they  had  the 
power  of  retrenching,  they  should  not  let  the  op- 
portunity escape  them  by  waiting  for  another  bill. 
He  would  have  preferred  acting  first  on  the  bill 
of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr, 
Black;]  but  as  the  House  had  commenced  on 
this,  he  was  willing  to  go  on  with  it.  Holding 
himself  at  alt  times  ready  to  apply  the  pruning 
knife  of  reform  whenever  it  could  be  done  with- 
out detriment  to  the  public  service,  he  would  vote 
for  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio. 
In  giving  this  vote,  however,  be  disclaimed  any 
intention  of  casting  the  slightest  imputation  on 
the  officers  who  were  educated  at  West  Point. 
He  believed  the  majority  of  them  to  be  very  de- 
serving young  men,  and  many  of  ihem  had  be- 
haved with  great  gallantry  in  their  country's  ser- 
vice in  Florida.  His  object  was  to  retrench  the 
public  expenditures  as  far  as  it  could  be  done  with 
advantage;  and  he  had  no  reference  to  individ- 
uals. 

Mr.  SAMPLE  supported  the  amendment;  and 
argued  that  the  supernumeraries  ought  to  be  dis- 
charged, as  it  was  evident  that  there  was  no  real 
use  for  them.  He  thought  it  would  be  better  for 
these  young  men,  who  had  received  good  educa- 
tions at  the  public  expense,  to  send  them  out  into 
the  useful  and  active  employments  of  Kfe,  rather 
than  that  they  should  live  in  idleness  in  the  pay 
of  the  Government,  and  contract  vicious  habits. 

Mr.  PATTERSON  asked  leave  to  explain. 
He  had  stated  before,  on  official  authority,  that 
these  officers  were  activelyand  usefully  employed 
in  filling  the  places  of  those  officers  who  had  been 
drawn  from  the  Army  to  do  duty  in  the  staff,  or 
at  West  Point. 

Mr.  BLACK,  of  Geoi^ia, opposed  \he  amend- 
ment with  much  earnestness,  contending  that 
there  was  ample  employment  for  these  supernu- 
merary officers,  and  that  it  was  necessary  to  keep 
them  in  service  to  fill  the  vacancies  in  the  Army 
as  they  occur. 

Mr.  BLACK,  of  South  Carolina,  asked  the 
permission  of  the  House  to  make  some  state- 
ments which  he  had  taken  from  the  Army  Regis- 
ter. The  number  of  officers  of  the  line  employed 
on  staff  duty  was  sixty-foqr,  viz:  on  the  general 
staff,  thirty-five;at  the  MiliiaryAcademy,  twenty; 
and  on  speqial  service,  nine — ^making  sixty-four 
in  all.  In  tlie  regiment  of  dragoons,  there  were 
three  company  officers,  and  sixty-one  non-com- 
missioned officers,  musicians,  and  privates,  or 
twenty  and  one  third  privates  to  each  company 
officer.  In  the  artillery,  there  were  four  officers, 
and  fifty  non-commisstoned  officers,  musicians, 
and  privates,  or  twelve  and  a  half  privates  to  one 
company  officer.  In  the  infantry,  there  were 
three  company  officers,  and  fifty-two  non-com- 
missioned officers,  musicians,  and  privates,  or 
seventeen  privates  to  one  commissioned  officer. 
Of  the  sixty-four  staff  officers  from  the  line,  there 
were  thirty-seven  from  the  artillery,  who  have 
forty  supernumerary  first  lieutenants;  and,  there- 
fore, every  company  in  that  arm  bad  three  com- 
pany officers,  and  three  to  spare.  The  other 
twenty-seven  staff  officers  form  the  ten  regiments 
of  dragoons  and  infantry,  embracing  one  hun- 
dred companies;  and,  therefore,  one  fourth  of 
these  companies  have  but  two  company  officers; 
but,  by  the  bill  he  had  submitted  to  the  House, 
eight  of  these  twenty-seven  officers  were  returned 
to  the  line;  so  that  these  ten  regiments  would 
have  to  furnish  but  two  officers  to  the  staff  from 
each  regiment. 

Now,  he  learned,  from  very  good  authority, 
that  oar  very  large  staff,  which  he  in  no  way  con- 


demned Twas  got  up  with  the  understanding  thtt 
a  great  part  of  it  could  be  spared  from  the  line, 
and  at  a  small  increase  of  expense.  He  lisd  no 
objection  to  the  staff.  He  believed  it  to  be  uwa- 
tial  to  our  skeleton  organization,  and  would  prore 
more  valuable  in  an  en  ergency  than  any  other 
part  of  the  Army.  By  the  organization  of  tlie 
Army  there  were  seven  hundred  and  thirty-threa 
commissioned  officers,  six  hundred  sergeants, 
five  hundred  and  sixty  corporals,  fourteen  ler* 
geant  majors,  and  fourteen  quartermaster  ser' 
geants — making  nineteen  hundred  and  twcnty- 
onecommissic-  ed  officers  and  non-cammiNioncd 
officers.  There  were  three  hundred  and  two  mu- 
sicians, one  hundred  artificers  and  blacksmiths, 
two  hundred  and  fifty  enlisted  men  of  onlnance, 
aid  six  thousand  and  forty  privates.  Takinr 
the  whole  number  of  commissioned  officers  uia 
non-commissioned  officers,  there  were  about  one 
commissioned  officer  and  two  non-commissioned 
officers  to  ten  privates,  without  counting  the  su- 
pernumerary second  lieutenants.  He  made  this 
statement  without  any  unkind  feeling  to  these 
supernumerary  officers,  and  without  any  hostility 
to  West  Point.  His  object  was  to  curtail  tlit 
expenditures  of  the  Government,  and  Ion  off  all 
offices  that  could  be  dispensed  with  vitnout  in- 
jury to  the  public  service.  While  up,  he  would 
state  that  the  bill  reported  by  him  for  redneiog 
the  expenses  of  the  Army  had  been  printed  sad 
just  laid  on  the  tables  of  members,  and  hie  wooM 
ask  the  indulgence  of  the  II/>use  to  read  tiM 
twelfth  section  of  it.  Mr.  B.  then  read  the  tweUUi 
section  of  the  bill,  as  follows: 

<•  Ssc,  IS.  JIni  bt  U/urUtr  trueltd.  That  thti  finnh  Me- 
llon of  the  act  enliilea  <  An  act  inakiiig  fnrtlier  iirorifk* 
for  the  cor[ht  of  engineers,'  approved  A  pri|99, 1819,  be,  ud 
tlie  same  in  herphy,  repealed;  and  that  the  PresidfDtoiTliw 
tJnited  Slates  shall  forthwilli  diticharge  all  the  nopernSBW- 
rary  second  li^utenaiiu  from  the  Army  of  the  United  Staiei; 
bat  nothing  herein  contnined  shall  prevent  him  from  ap- 
pointing any  o^  the  supernumerary  second  lienieaiiil"  10 
Kiich  vacnnciea  ns  may  herenftcr  occnr  in  ilie  Army  of  tte 
United  Slates  ;  and  it  is  further  provided  that  emcb  upff- 
nuinerary  second  lieutenant,  dicehareed  nnder  this  act, 
Bliall  he  entitled  to  receive  three  months'  extra  compeasa- 
lion  agreeable  to  his  present  pay  and  emoluments." 

He  concluded  with  the  observation  that  he  hal 
no  unkind  feeling  towards  these  young  olBcett, 
and  was  only  actuated  by  a  desire  to  protect  the 
interests  of  the  country. 

Mr.  McKAY  explained  what  had  been  the  le- 
gislation on  this  subject  from  the  establishment  of 
this  Government,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that 
the  number  of  commissioned  officers  wasgieater 
to  each  company,  in  proportion  to  the  numberof 
men,  than  hitherto  employed,  and  that  many  of 
these  officers  were  unnecessary.  He,  however, 
stated  that,  under  existing  circumstances,  tke 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  of  which  he  was 
chairman,  could  not  avoid  making  an  appropria- 
tion, for  these  officers;  they  had  no  discreiioa  to 
do  otherwise  than  they  had  done,  though  the 
committee  were  of  opinion  that  there  was  no  ne- 
cessity for  at  least  a  part  of  their  su|>ernoinertiy 
lieutenants.  The  Committee  of  Waysand  Mesas, 
however,  directed  him  to  report  a  resolutioa  ta 
the  House,  at  an  earlier  part  of  the  session,  by 
which  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  wsiin- 
Btrucied  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  dis- 
charging all,  or  a  part,  of  those  supernomerary 
lieutenants.  That  committee  has- not  as  yetoitdt 
any  specific  report  to  the  House;  but  titat  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  might  uoder- 
stand  the  ground  on  which  bis  opinion  wnspred- 
icated,  he  would  briefly  advert  to  the  suieof  tlie 
Army,  and  its  organization  at  various  periodf. 

He  then  quoted  various  enactments,  sad 
amongst  other  things,  showed  that,  in  1796, 
when  the  first  aet  was  passed  on  the  subject,  there 
was  one  captain  and  two  lieutenants  to  each  cob- 
pany  of  sixty  privates.  In  1798,  the  nnmberof 
officers  was  still  three,  and  the  numberof  pri- 
vates fifty-two.  In  1800,  the  numl^r  of  officsn 
was  the  same,  and  the  number  of  prNates  ronpd 
from  eighty  to  ninety;  and  it  was  only  during  the 
war  that  the  number  of  company  officers  •»•  ia- 
creased  to  four.  In  1815,  for  the  first  tiine,  ths 
number  authorized  to  be  employed  was  five,  tkiit 
being  the  close  of  the  war;  but  the  number  of 
privates  was  then  one  hundred.  But  now  there 
were  five  officers  for  each  compaoy  of  forty^twj 
men,  irrespective  of  these  supernumerary  **"*■ 
lieutenants.  He  spoke  of  the  manner  in  *W* 
the  President  of  the  United  States  had  attached 
these  supernumerary  officers  to  the  artillery  coi|*i 
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and  likawue  to  the  engineer  corps  and  ord- 
naaee  department;  and  read  extracts  from  a  work 
on  the  condition  of  the  British  armyi  bf  which 
it  was  shown  that  five  commissioned  officers 
were  deemed  too  many  for  each  company  of  Brit- 
ish soldiers.  He  said  he  beliered  there  was  no 
oeeesaity  for  so  many  of  these  supernumerary 
lienteaants;  he  believed  four  commissioned  ofli- 
esn  to  command  forty-two  men,  composing  each 
eonpanr  of  artillery,  were  sufficiently  ample ;  but 
he  would  not  propose  to  reduce  them ;  oe  d  id ,  ho  w- 
erer,  think  the  committee  should  be  cautious 
how  they  acted  in  the  manner  proposed  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio.  He  trusted  they  would 
net  precipitate  action,  and  suggested  that  the 
•meadnMQt  of  the  gentleman  flrom  Ohio  should 
be  withdrawn  or  Toted  down,  and  that  then  the 
appropriatioa  should  be  reduced  by  the  |80,000 
np«r(M  for  the  supernumerary  officers,  and  that 
the  appropriation  for  them  should  be  made  a 
part  of  the  bill  from  the  Committee  on  Retrench- 
ment, on  a  discussion  of  which  the  House  could 
determine  what  ehanee  should  be  made,  and  what 
appropriation  should  be  Toted.  That  course 
would  impose  a  moral  constraint  on  the  House 
to  act  on  the  bill  of  the  Committee  on  Retrench- 
ment, and  would  aToid  the  enl  of  encumbering 
the  bill  i]pw  before  the  committee  with  proposi- 
tions for  a  nornnizotion  of  the  Army. 

Mr.  BRINKERHOFF  opposed  the  s^gestion 
of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  followed  on  the  same  side. 

Mr.  HAMMETT  opposed  the  sueeestion  of 
the  chairman  of  the  Uommittae  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

Mr.  McKAY  said  he  had  trusted  that  the  com- 
mittee would  vote  4pwn  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio;  and  if  a  majority  agreed 
with  him  that  a  port,  at  least,  of  the  number  of 
these  officers  ought  to  be  reduced,  the  amount 
inserted  in  the  bill  should  be  reduced;  and  af^r- 
words,  if  it  were  considered  necessary,  the  whole 
number  might  be  dispensed  wKh. 

The  debate  was  ftirther  continued  by  Messrs. 
ADAMS  and  C.  JOHNSON. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment to  the  amendmient,  and  nagatived. 

The  question  recurred  upon  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  and  tellers  were  ap- 
pointed;  who  reported — ayes  S4,  noes  S29. 

So  the  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  said  he  regarded  this  vote 
ss  an  index  that  the  committee  were  in  favor,  to 
some  extent,  at  least,  of  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Retrenchment;  and  inasmuch  as  that 
report  proposed  a  considerable  reduction,  and  as 
those  reductions  could  not  be  made  in  an  appro- 
priation bill ,  he  hoped  the  bill  would  be  laid  aside, 
and  that  the  bilKNo.  256)  for  the  regulation  of 
the  pay  of  the  Army  would  be  taken  up. 

Mr.  WHITE  observed  that  that  bill  had  been 
reported  only  this  morning. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  interposed  to  say  that  the 
question  was  not  debatable. 

Mr.  WHITE  said  he  would  like  to  hear  the 
bill  read;  and  he  would  suggest  that  the  commit- 
tee then  rise. 

The  bill  having  been  read  through, 

Mr.  WHITE  moved  that  the  committee  rise; 
which  was  rejected. 

The  CHAIRMAN  directed  it  to  be  read  bv 
sections,  for  the  purpose  of  allowing  opportuni- 
ties to  offer  amendments. 

The  first  Mction  was  read;  when 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  submitted  an  amend- 
ment to  abolish  the  office  of  major  general. 

Mr.  BLACK,  of  South  Carolina,  obtained  the 
floor;  but  gave  way  to 

Mr.  WHITE,  on  whose  motion  the  committee 
rose,  and  reported  progress. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  moved  that  the  House  lake 
up  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  to  adjourn  on  the 
27th  of  May. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  moved  that  the  House  adjourn; 
which  motion  was  carried,  and 

The  House  adjourned. 

The  Mtntrtag  petition«,  ptcHnted  to-dsf ,  wen  handed 
to  the  reportert  by  the  member*  pre«o»iiuf  them : 

Hy  tlie  SPEAKER :  BeioluUone  of  the  Legialatlve  Coun- 
cil orUia  Terrliorjr  or  Florida,  reque«liii(  a  divUlon  or  the 
Trrrltorjr. 

Bjr  Mr.  DI7NL AP :  The  peiition  of  Elizabeth  Stsoford, 
o(EUxabeUii.CaiDliedaad  county,  Maine,  pm]rin(to  b«  al- 


lowed the  tnouni  of  priie  money  due  her  Ute  huaband, 
John  McCafrery,who  ww  leamen  nn  board  the  Bon  Homme 
Bichmrd,  when  ibe  captured  the  Scrapie,  during  the  war  of 
the  Revolution  ;  which  wae  leferted  to  the  Committee  on 
Bevolutionary  Claima. 

By  Mr.  MOKBIS,  of  Penneylvania:  The  raemorial 
aigned  byaeveral  hundred  citizen*  of  PbUadelpbln,  repre- 
sentint  the  pra*peroua  condition  under  tlie  present  tariff, 
and  proteelinfagaJnNt  its  repeal. 

Alao,  a  memorial  or*imiIar  tenor  (him  citizens  of  Ship- 
penabiug,  Penaiylvania. 

Alao,  the  memonal,  of  John  3.  Gilbert,  aaking  Oongreaa 
to  examine  and  report  upon  the  merit*  of  hi*  patent  balance 
floaUng-dock. 

By  Mr.  STBENROD :  The  petition  of  a  portion  of  ittf 
eitizena  of  Adair  county,  Miaaoiui,  reqneating  the  paaaage 
ofa  law  to  give  the  aetUer*  uhder  the  provuiona  of  the  pre- 
emption law  two  year*,  &om  tha  time  that  tlie  land  cornea 
into  market.  In  pay  for  Ik 

By  Mr.  DANA ;  Tha  remonatrance  of  Benjamin  Joy,and 
flfty-one  allieia,citlzena  of  Ludlowville,  Tnmpkina  county, 
New  York,  uainatihe  annexation  orTeioa. 

By  Mr.  VVENTVVOKTM:  The  reniunatrance  of  sundry 
oitlzeiw  of  Lee  county,  Itiinois,  against  the  removal  of  the 
land  olBceftom  Dixon,  the  center  of  the  district,  to  Galena, 
the  north  part,  with  sundry  letters,  maps,  Ilc;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  PaMic  liWida. 

Alao,  a  netilion  for  a  mall  route  from  81.  Charles,  Kane 
county,  Illinois,  to  Cleveland,  Winnebago  county,  via 
Befkshire,  (3enoa,  and  Hick'*  Mills ;  which  waa  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Poat  Office  and  Pnat  Roads. 

Alao,  a  petition  for  a  mail  route  from  Chica^  to  Albany, 
via  Babcock'a  Grove,  St.  Charles,  and  Sycamore;  which 
wa*  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Offlce  and 
Poet  Roada. 

By  Mr.  KENNNEDV,  of  Indiana :  The  petition  of  E. 
Roblnet,  praying  an  ezienaion  of  hla  penaion  on  account 
of  hi*  disability,  reanlting  front  woonda  received  du^ni  the 
war  of  1813 ;  wbieb  waa  rafened  to  the  Committee  on  Rev- 
olutionary Fenaion*. 


IN  SENATE. 
Fridav,  Jirare&  29,  1844. 

Mr.  TALLMADQE  presented  a  memorial 
from  John  S.  Gilbert,  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
relative  to  a  floating  dry-dock — his  invention; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs. 

Also,  a  memoriid  from  two  hundred  and  ten 
citizens  of  Yates  county.  New  York,  remonstrat- 
ing against  any  change  in  the  present  tarifT. 

Also,  eight  memorials,  containing  seven  hun- 
dred and  sixty  signatures,  from  Albany;  one 
from  Manlius,  two.  from  Utica,  New  York,  and 
one  from  Frankfort,  Herkimer  county,  of  like 
import;  all  of  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

Mr.  ATCHISON  presented  some  documents 

in  supdprt  of  the  claim  of  William   H. ; 

which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Atfatrs. 

Mr.  BREBSE  presented  some  documents,  ex- 
hibiiingtheamountof  public  property  irnnspnried 
annually  upon  the  upper  Mississippi,  and  other 
sialistical  information  of  great  importance  con- 
nected therewith;  which  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce,  to  aid  that  committee  in 
their  deliberations  nn  the  subject  of  improvements 
in  the  navigation  of  the  western  waters,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Mr.  PEARCE  presented  a  peiition  from  sun- 
dry farmers,  mechanics,  and  manufaciurerii,  of 
Cecil  county,  Maryland,  representing  that  the 
existing  tariff  is  adequate  to  the  wnnu  of  the 
country,  and  praying  Congress  to  make  no  alter- 
ation in  it;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  eight  memorials 
from  the  Statu  of  Pennsylvania,  pray ine  Congress 
not  to  pass  any  act  interfering  with  the  present 
tarilT,  unless  it  was  ascertained  by  its  operation, 
that  it  required  amendment. 

Alao,  the  proceedings  of  a  meeting  in  Danville, 
Pennsylvania,  at  which  strong  resolutions  were 
passed  in  favor  of  the  present  tariff;  aU  of  which 
were  referred  to  tlie  Committee  on  Fhiance. 

Mr.  B.  also  presented  a  memorial  from  inhab- 
itants of  Berks  county,  Pennsylvania,  praying, 
for  reasons  set  fortJi  therein,  that  Texas  may  not 
be  annexed  to  the  Union. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  citizens  of  the  county 
of  Adams,  Pennsylvania,  and  citizens  of  Ohio 
township,  in  the  county  of  Alleghany,  praying 
that  Congress  may  not  annex  Texas  to  the  Union; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations. 

Mr.  SEVIER  presented  the  petition  and  papers 
ofLaomi  Kelter,  of  Arkansas,  praying  for  n  pen- 
sion; which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions, 


Mr.  BAYARD  presented  a  memorial  from  cili- 
zennof  Newcastle  county,  Delaware,  remonstrat- 
ing against  the  passage  of  the  bill  introduced  into 
the  other  House  /or  the  modification  of  the  pres- 
ent tariff,  and  against  any  interference  with  the 
tariff  whatever;  which  was  referred  to.  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

Mr.  BENTON  presented  the  petition  of  a  nu- 
merous and  respectable  meeting  in  Scott  county, 
State  of  Missouri,  praying  for  an  appropriation 
to  improve  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  river 
at  the  place  called  the  "Little  Chain,"  being  the 
first  chain  of  rocks  which  encroached  upon  the 
river  above  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  the  petition  stated  what  he 
himself  knew  to  be  the  fact;  that  this  chain  made 
the  most  dangerous  place  in  the  river,  and  whei» 
the  greatest  number  of  steamboat  accidents  took 
place.  From  the  number  of  these  accidents,  and 
the  number  of  lives  lost  there,  this  part  of  the 
river  had  received  the  name  of  the"  Grrntei/ard," 
and  was  constantly  called  by  that  name  when 
referred  to.  Mr.  B.  moved  that  the  petition  be 
referred  to  thp  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  B.  also  presented  the  following  resolutioit 
on  the  same  subject;  which  lies  over  one  day  un- 
der the  rules: 

Moefoeii,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  War  DepanmenI  ks 
directed  to  caiue  an  eiaininaiton  and  report  to  be  mode  oa 
Uie  praciicabiliiy  and  prolmlile  expense  of  improving  the 
navlsation  of  the  Miasissippi  river  at  ilie  place  calli-u  tile 
"Littit  Chain,"  being  the  place  where  the  ll»t  chain  of 
rocks  overreach  upon  Ike  river  above  tli*  mouth  of  the 
Ohio. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  asked  and  obtained  leave 
to  present  a  memorial  from  T.  &,  J.  W.Johnson, 
law  publishers  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  Penn- 
sylvania. These  publishers  stated,  in  their  me- 
morial, that  they  had  printed  laws  of  the  United 
States  from  1789,  (one  thousand  in  number,each 
set  contained  in  four  volumes,  well  bound,)  which 
they  were  willing  to  dispose  of  at  the  rate  of  two 
dollars  per  volume,  or  seven  dollars  per  copy. 
They  also  stated  that  there  was  now  a  propoal- 
tion  before  Congress  for  the  publication  of  the 
laws  of  the  United  States,  which  would  cost  three 
times  as  much  as  they  proposed  to  charge;  and 
that,  if  carried  into  effect,  it  would  destroy  this 
enterprise,  which  they  desired  to  undertake  upon 
their  own  account.  They  desired  that  Congress 
should  take  these  laws,  already  published,  in- 
stead of  paying  three  times  what  they  proposed 
to  charge  for  laws  which  were  not  yet  published. 

Mr.  BREESE  presented  the  proceedings  of  u 
public  meeting  held  in  Knox  county,  Indiana,  in 
favor  of  a  grant  of  land  to  aid  in  the  improve- 
ment of  the  navigation  of  the  Wabash  river; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  nnd  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  STURGEON  presented  documents  from 
William  Keller,  a  soldier  in  the  war  with  Great 
Britain,  praying  for  a  pension;  which  were  re- 
ferred l«  liie  Committee  on  Penaions. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 
Mr.  CRITTENDEN  asked  and  obtained  leave 
to  withdraw  from  the  files  of  the  Soiinte  the  me- 
morial and  paper*  of  John  Brooks,  and  to  refer 
them  to  the  Committee  on  Claims.        ^ 

REPORTS  PROM-COMMITTBCS. 

Mr.  PEARCE,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs 
of  Robert  Fult<in;  which  wus  read,  and  ordered 
to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  reported  a  bill  relating  to  ciriuin  col- 
lection districts,  and  for  other  purposes;  which 
was  read,  nnd  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  BERRIEN,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reported  back,  wiili  nn  ameiidmeiii. 
House  bill  entitled  "Anoctio  change  the  time  of 
holding  the  spring  term  of  the  circuit  court  of  the 
United  States  for  ihe  eaatrrn  diatrictof  Virginia. " 

Mr.  B.  remarked  that  it  had  been  sugpeaied  to 
Um  by  one  of  the  Ropresentatives  from  Virginia 
that  the  time  for  the  meeting  of  the  court  would 
very  soon  occur,  and  it  wns  therefore  desirable 
that  the  bill  should  be  at  once  considered  by  tho 
Senate. 

Mr.  KING  remarked  that  he  designed  to  pro- 
pose un  nmenjinent  lo  the  bill,  and  expressed  a 
wish  ilittt  the  Senator  from  Georgia  [Mr.  Ber- 
bien]  would  not  press  action  upon  the  bill  then. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  acquiesced  in  the  suggestion. 
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Snbseqiientl  jr ,  on  the  motion  ofMr.  BERRI  EN , 
(ihe  Senaior  from  Alabama  having  prepared  his 
amendment,)  the  previous  orders  of  (he  day  were 
postponed,  and  the  bill  was  taken  up  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Judiciary 
Committee  to  strike  out  the  5th  day  of  June,  and 
to  insert  the  30th  day  of  May  as  the  time  for  the 
meetinfr  of  this  court,  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KING  remarked  that  he  had  received  • 
eommunlcation  from  the  district  judge  of  Ala- 
bama, expressing  a  desire  that  the  time  for  hold- 
ing the  courts  at  Mobile  should  be  changed.  He 
had,  in  accordance  with  such  wish,  prepared  an 
amendment  fixing  the  time  at  a  period  more  con- 
venient tn  thebar.  Judges, and  country  generally; 
'  and  more  desirable,  as  it  was  at  a  more  healthy 
|>eriod,  so  far  as  that  city  was  concerned.  He 
proposed  to  add'at  the  end  of  the  bill  a  section 
providing  that  the  spring  term  of  the  circuit  court 
of  the  Uiiited  States  for  the  fifth  judicial  circuit 
and  southern  district  of  Alabama  shall  commence 
Iiereaftcr  on  the  third  Monday  in  April,  and  Ihe 
fall  term  on. the  fourth  Monday  of  December. 
Also  proposed  to  add  another  section  authorizing 
the  judee  to  hold  an  extra  term  of  the  court  in 
case  it  should  be  fouud  inconvenient  to  hold  tlie 
reguhir  term. 

These  amendments  were  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate;  and 
Ihe  amendmenta  being  concurred  in,  they  were 
ordered  to  be  engrosaed,  and  the  bill  to  be  read  a 
third  time. 

LAND  CLAIMS  IN  MISSISSIPPI. 

Onmoiionof  Mr.  HENDERSON,  the  previous 
orders  of  the  day  were  postponed;  and  the  bill 
to  confirm  the  survey  and  location  of  claims  for 
lands  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  east  of  Pearl 
river  and  south  of  the  thirty-first  degree  of  north 
latitude,  was  taken  up,  and  was  read  the  third 
time;  and,  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Jobnion, 
was  postponed  till  to-morrow,  to  enable  him  to 
examine  its  provisions. 

MARBLE  BUSTS. 
Mr.  TAPPAN  asked  the  Senate  to  take  up  for 
consideration  the  following  resolution,  reported 
from  the  Committee  on  the  Library: 

Joint  resolution  dtreciinf  the  punluue  of  certaia  marble 
l>a«u. 
Bt  it  Tttohtd  ty  Ue  Smote  and  Hot*  »f  RepretenteMta 
cftkt  U»  ltd  Stain  of  tHiiitrica  ia  Congrat  mnrmUtd,  Thai 
llie  Secriiiiiry  of  Snu  b»  directed  lo  pureliase  nf  HWaiu 
Power*,  of  Otiin,  lMit<lii,  in  miirble,  of  xucli  of  tht;  Presideliu 
of  ilie  Uitiied  Btntif*  u  tie  mny  Imve  modeleil  from  the  life, 
or  from  auilwiiuc  maienali,  u  a  price  hoi  uzceediiig  Ave 
kuudred  duilor*  eucto* 

Mr.  TAPPAN  made  aome  remarks,  not  dis- 
tinctly heard,  on  the  propriety  of  4he  Gtovern- 
ment  having  accurate  likenesses  of  the  PresidenM 
of  the  United  States,  as  far  as  ihcy  could  be  ob- 
tained. Mr.  Powers  had  succeeded  in  preparing 
models  of  three  of  the  Presidents,  and  was  also 
ready  to  execute  them  in  marble.  Mr.  T.  bore 
high  testimony  to  the  just  celebrity  of  Mr.  Pow- 
ers as  an  artist  and  a  skillful  workman  in  sculp- 
ture. He  did  not  consider  that  there  was  any 
man  in  modem  times  better  able  lo  copy  the  hu- 
man for«  with  precise  accuracy  than  he. 

The  resolution  was  then  taken  up  for  consid- 
eration. 

Mr.  KING  made  some  remarks  on  the  propri- 
ety, as  the  busts  were  not  actually  exeeutetl  in 
marble,  of  authorizing  the  Secretary  to  make  a 
contract  with  the  artist  to  execute  thera  at  a  price 
not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars.  As  the  res- 
olution now  read,  it  proposed  a  purchase  of  the 
busts  as  if  they  were  actually  executed. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  was  understood  to  remark  that 
the  committee  had  been  informed,  from  very  good 
authority,  that  Mr.  Powers  had  prepared  admi- 
rable models  of  three  of  the  PresidenU,  from 
which  the  busts  in  marble  could  be  easily  exe- 
cuted. All  the  skill  and  genius  of  the  artist  were 
expended  in  creating  the  model;  therefore,  in  exe- 
cuting the  busts  in  marble,  nothing  remained  bat 
mechanical  execution.  He  did  not  consider  the 
amendment  suggested  at  alt  important  to  accom- 
plish the  object  designed. 

The  resolution  was  then  reported  to  the  Sen- 
ate, and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

CHCSAPGAKC  AND  OHIO  CANAL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MERRICK,  the  previous 


orders  of  the  day  were  postponed ,  and  the  Senate 
took  up  for  consideration,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  reported  from  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals  for  confirmini^  and  assenting 
lo  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Virginia,  entitled 
"  An  act  further  to  amend  the  act  incorporating 
the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company." 

Mr.  M.  explained  that  there  was  a  joint  act 
passed  by  the  Legislatures  of  Virginia  and  Ma- 
ryland and  the  Congress  of  the  United  Stales,  by 
which  the  time  was  limited  in  the  canal  charter 
for  the  completion  of  this  work.  The  time  would 
expire  the  ensuing  April;  therefore  the  Legisla- 
tures of  each  of  those  States  had  passed  laws  for 
the  extension  of  the  time.  They  now  asked  the 
passage  of  an  actby  Congress  concurring  in  such 
extension  of  time  to  the  canal  company.  This 
bill  provided  for  that  object. 

Tiie  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  and 
ordered  lo  be  engrossod  for  a  third  reading. 

SALARY  OP  THE  DISTRICT  JUDGES. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  to  increase  the  salary  of  the  district  judge 
of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of  East  Ten- 
nessee, Middle  Tennessee,  and  the  western  dis- 
trict of  Teniwssee,  in  the  eighth  judicial  district. 
The  qtiestion  pending  being  the  proposition  of 
Mr.  tiktnita\s  lo  recommit  the  bill  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  with  instructions  to  in- 
quire'into  the  expediency  of  equalizing  the  sala- 
ries of  the  district  judges. 

Mr.  KING  made  some  inquiry  as  to  what  was 
meant  by  the  term  equalization.'  The  judge  of 
Ihe  soutnem  district  of  New  York,  whose  duties 
were  laborious,  received  |3,500  per  annum;  but 
there  were  other  judges,  whose  duties  were  not 
so  laborious,  who  received  much  less — some  as 
low  as  £1,000  per  annum.  It  certainly  was  not 
the  design  or  opjcct  of  the  Senator  from  Indiana, 
by  his  instructions  to  the  committee,  lo  equalize 
the  salaries  of  the  judges,  by  giving  the  same 
salaries  to  those  who  had  little  or  no  duties  to 
perform,  as  to  the  judges  of  New  York,  whose 
duties  were  so  laborious.  He  knew  it  was  not 
his.  design  to'do  any  such  thing.  If  the  Senator 
wanted  to  commit  ihe  bill,  with  the  view  of  hav- 
ing one  reported  fixing  a  fair  compensation  to  all 
the  judges,  taking  into  consideration  the  duties 
they  have  lo  perform,  the  expenses  incurred  in 
their  performance,  and  the  amount  necessary  lo 
their  support  in  the  section  of  country  in  which 
they  reside,  he  would  have  no  objection  to  such 
a  course. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  remarked  that,  early  last  ses- 
sion. Congress  raised  a  committee  to  take  into 
consideration  the  subject  of  retrenchment.  It 
was  a  regular  sl4nding  committee,  and  existed  at 
the  present  time.  Expectation  was  raised  high 
throughout  the  country  when  the  committee  was 
appointed.  It  was  one  from  which  doubtless 
some  able  report  might  have  been  expected.  The 
country  or  the  Senate  had  not  been  favored  as 
yet  with  any  report  from  it.  He  believed  that 
much  business  had  not  been  referred  to  that  com- 
mittee; he  therefore  suggested  whether  it  was  not 
better  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Committee  on  Re- 
trenchment, and  let  them  go  into  an  examination 
of  the  salaries  of  all  the  district  judges,  and  bring 
in  a  bill  reducing  them  all  to  a  suitable  standard .' 
He  believed  that  it  would  be  found  that  there 
could  be  a  reduction  without  impairins  the  use- 
fulness and  standing  of  the  judiciary.  These  sal- 
aries cannot  be  reduced  during  the  life  of  the  in- 
cumbents, but  it  can  be  done  as  fully  by  this  bill  as 
any  other.  The  bill  can  provide  a  reduction  to 
take  effect  as  soon  as  the  places  of  the  present  in- 
cumbents shall  be  vacated  by  resignation,  death, 
or  otherwise.  Unless  it  was  done  in  this  way, 
it  would  never  be  done  at  all.  Every  district  judge 
would  have  a  friend  on  that  floor;  and  the  judge 
being  a  very  clever  man  to  his  friends,  and  per- 
haps a  little  extravagant,  would  feel  a  great  ne- 
cessity for  an  increase  of  salary  to  support  such 
extravagance.  The  judge's  friend  on  that  floor, 
seeing  the  great  necessity  of  relieving  him  from 
this  embarrassment,  would  make  an  effort  to  do 
so  out  of  the  national  puree,  by  giving  him  a 
larger  salary.  This  would  be  the  case  session 
after  session.  Mr.  T.  was  understood  further  to 
say,  that  the  judicial  oflicers  had  as  little  lo  do 
as  any  body  of  officers  under  the  Government, 
and  were  better  paid.  He  expressed  a  hope  that 
his  suggestion  would  be  adopted  by  the  Senator 


from  Indiana,  of  sending  the  bill  to  the  Connit- 
tee  on  Retrenchment  with  instructions. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  said  he  would  cbeerAilly 
accept  the  suggestion  of  the  Senator  from  Ohio, 
[Mr.  Tappah.]  His  friend  from  Alabaisa  wss 
certainly  mistaken  in  his  intention  very  micb,if 
he  supposed  he  wanted  to  raise  the  salaries  of  tny 
of  the  judges  to  $3,S00 — the  amount  received  by 
the  district  judge  of  the  sootbern  district  of  Mew 
York.  He  did  not  believe  thai  lb«  district  jodges 
of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  who  received  but 
(1,000  per  annum,  got  enough.  There  wti,  at 
present,  great  inequality  in  the  salaries  of  those 
judges.  While  the  judges  in  Wiseonsisknd  Iowa 
received  (1,600  per  annum,  those  of  the  lhn« 
States  mentioned  received  but  $1,000.  Hia  whole 
object,  in  presenting  the  resolution,  was  to  have 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  report  a  bill  ofa 
general  character,  to  take  effect  prospectively;  tot 
to  affect  the  present  incumbents,  of  eonrae,  (for  be 
was  aware  of  the  eonstilutiona)  provision  prevssl. 
ing  a  reduction  of  the  salary  of  the  Judge  during 
the  lime  ha  is  in  ofilee,)  but  those  who  come  in  st 
sucoessera.  This  was  the  way  he  wished  the  itl- 
•ries  of  the  judges  to  be  equalized ;  not  that  they 
shall  all  receive  a  like  compensation,  bat  that  iksy 
shall  receive  in  proportion  lo  the  amdunt  of  ser- 
vices rendered,  and  the  expenses  attending  lb* 
performance  of  their  dutii>s.  He  moved  to  rtftr 
the  matter  to  the  Committee  on  RstrenehinsM. 

Mr.  JARNAGIN  expi«ssed  a  wish  thai  tW 
bill  would  not  be  embarrassed  by  any  proposi- 
tion to  get  up  a  bill  of  a  general  nature,  or  from 
an  overweening  desire  to  give  tbs  Committee  oa 
RetrenohmeM  something  to  do.  if  the  Seaalor 
from  Ohio  wanted  someHiing  lo  send  lo  thsteosp 
mittee,  let  him  send  ihe  joint  resolution  of  bis  for 
the  purchase  of  aarblo  bust«  of  Uie  sevemlPrM. 
idents.  That  would  be  a  legiliMate  mattsr  for 
retrenchment.  That  resohitioo  w«a  passed  at  the 
expenae  ot  the  judges  of  Ihe  district  courts.  If 
tb^rs  were  any  of  the  judges  in  the  other  distiieit 
who  did  not  receive  a  fair  compensation,  be  was  ' 
prepared  to  vote  for  bills  raising  their  sahncs. 
He  hoped  this  bill  would  not  be  recommitted  with 
the  view  of  bringing  forward  a  general  boe  to 
aaise  the  salaries  of  those  who  were  inadeqaalcly 
paid.  He  wouM  prefer  that  tbs  bill  should  bs 
voted  down  than  lo  have  it  rseommiiled  with  any 
such  view.  Its  recommitment  would  be  joitu 
fatal  as  its  rHeetion. 

Mr.  WHITE  made  some  remarks,  ahowinctbi 
greatdisparity  between  the  salariesof  these joagei, 
the  inadequate  salaries  of  some,  and  the  necessity 
of  some  legisjation  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  said  it  was  reported  ii 
one  of  the  papers  that  b«  stated  the  sahiry  of  lbs 
district  judge  of  Kentucky  at  $1,800  per  obobb. 
His  salary  IS  $1,500  instead  of  (1,800. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  on  ths  table  till  to-mo^ 
row. 

POSTAOB-FRANXING  PRIVILBCB. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MERRICK,  the  special  or- 
dere  were  taken  up,  and  the  Senate,  as  ia  Coai- 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  proceded  to  the  eooaiden- 
tion  of  Senate  bill  No  51,  being  >  bill  to  redoes 
the  rales  of  postage,  to  limit  the  use  and  comet 
the  abuse  of  the  mnkiae  privilege,  and  for  tbe 

Srevenlion  of  frauds  on  lEe  revenues  of  tbe  Aisl 
'ffice  Department. 

The  bill,  ss  reported  by  the  Coinraillee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  and  printed,  eoa- 
tained  the  amendments  proposed  by  that  eoaa'it- 
tee,  which  amendments  nod  been  adjipted  in  Con- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  on  Friday,  Ibe  !9d  instsnt, 
when  the  bill  was  then  under  eonsidetalioo.  Tbt 
question  now  pending  was,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
SIMMONS,  to  make  the  dislanes  for  the  \»wt* 
rate  of  postage  (five  cents)  two  hundred  andfifty 
miles  instead  of  one  hundred  miles. 

Mr.  MERRICK, al^erafew prefatory  leairiii 
stating  his  purpose  to  explain  Ike  bill,  said  bi 
was  rejoiceil  that  it  now  came  up  with  a  prospect 
of  final  action.  When  it  was  before  the  SeitU 
a  few  days  ago,  the  question  pending  wss  lbs 
motion  of  the  Senator  from  Rhode  Isload  tesab- 
Btitute  two  hundred  and  fifty  for  one  huiditd 
miles  in  the  first  section.  He  ahouM  aot  sev 
discuss  that  point;  but  he  hoped  gentlemea  ktd 
given  the  attention  to  the  prorisions  of  tbs  biB 
which  the  importance  of  the  measure  demanded. 
For  the  purposk  of  refreshing  the  raentory  of 
Seoatori,  pccvioiu  to  proceeding  with  Ike  ftvibtf 
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amendment  of  the  bill,  he  recapitulated,  at  con- 
siderable leBgth,  the  nrgumenla  he  had  before 
urged  in  ita  eupport ;  and,  in  the  courae  of  his 
remarks,  expressed  his  gratification  at  the  Senate 
havine  at  last  come  to  the  consiUerAion  of  a  sub- 
ject which  could  be  legislated  upon  without  being; 
commingled  with  party  topics,  for  it  was  a  mea- 
sara  which  rose  aoore  all  party  considerations, 
and  presented  itself  as  a  question  of  the  greatest 
interest  to  persons  of  all  parties.  He  resretted, 
however,  that  the  whole  official  corps  of  tne  Got- 
emment  had  taken  a  position  of  determined  hos- 
tnily  to  the  chances  proposed  by  the  bill.  But 
this  he  considered  was  always  the  consequence 
of  officii  adherence  to  an  established  state  of 
things — no  doubt  arising  from  an  honest  disposi- 
tion not  to  risk  what  they  consider  the  best  inter- 
ests of  the  Government  which  they  serve. 

Mr.  M.  then  referred'  to  the  condition  of  the 
Post  Office  Department,  when  the  Post  Office 
Committee's  attention  was  first  directed  to  the 
sobjeet.  It  was  found  that  the  tide  of  public 
opinion  had  set  in  so  strongly  against  the  present 
system,  that  the  laws  for  the  protection  of  the 
interest  of  the  Department  became  inoperative; 
private  competition  was  encouraged  by  the  public 
voice;  showing  that  a  reform  was  called  for,  and 
could  be  no  longer  deferred.  It  was  impossible 
to  let  things  remain  in  this  condition. 

Mr.  M.  proceeded  to  several  calculations  and 
statistical  statements,  with  a  vi^  w  of  showing  that 
a  radical  and  material  change  was  ioevitabk.  In 
support  of  this  view,  he  read  several  passages 
from  the  Postmaster  General's  report,  made  at  the 
commencement  of  the  present  session. 

It  beins  impossible  to  stand  still,  the  public 
voice  calhng  unanimously  for  a  revision  of  the 
whole  subject,  for  a  great  reduction  of  poataee, 
and  for  theabolition;of  the  franking  privilege,  the 
Post  Office  Committee  felt  it  to  be  its  incumbent 
duiy  to  report  the  present  bill,  with  sbch  provi- 
,  tions  aa  were  considered  best  calculated  to  effect 
all  the  reform»demanded. 

While  a  large  reduction  of  the  rates  of  postage 
was  recommended,  the  eomnittee  had,  with  great 
anxiety,  studied  out,  and  it  was  expected  bad  at- 
tained, a  plan  of  reduction  which  would,  in  prac- 
tiee,  have  the  effect  of  yielding  sufficient  revenue 
for  the  support  of  the  Department,  and  at  the 
same  ttm«  of.meeting  the  wishes  of  the  commu- 
nity. The  object  was  to  adopt  a  law  which  would 
be  so  tar  approved  of  by  the  people,  that  they 
would  cooperate  in  ita  support, 

Mr.  M.  then  proceeded  to  a  minute  review  of 
the  bill,  section  by  section,  in  detail;  merely  elab- 
orating the  language  of  the  bill  itself.  The  fol- 
lowing repablicalion  of  the  compendium  made  in 
onr  report,  when  the  subject  was  before  the  Sen- 
ate last  week,  will  explain  sufficiently  the  provi- 
sions and  objects  of  the  bill.  The  parts  in  brackets 
are  the  amendments  reconsidered  by  the  Post 
Office  Committee,and  adopted  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  by  the  Senate,  on  the  first  day  of  consid- 
aratioa. 

Sbction  1.  Upon  every  letter  notexeeeding  half 
an  ounce,  and  conveyed  a  distance  not  exceeding 
one  hundred  miles,  the  postage  shall  be  five  cents; 
over  one  hundred  miles  ten  cents.  Letters  weigh- 
ing more  than  half  an  ounce,  and  not  exceeding 
three  fourths  of  an  ounce,  double  postage;  ex- 
ceeding three  fourths  of  an  ounce,  and  not  ex- 
ceeding one  ounce,  treble  postage;  and  for  every 
exeesa  of  weight  of  one  fourth  of  an  ounce,  five 
cents  or  ten  cents  additional,  according  as  the 
distance  does  not,  or  does,  exceed  one  nundred 
miles. 

[And  all  drop  letters,  and  letters  placed  in  any 
post  office,  not  for  tranapnrtation,  but  for  deliv- 
ery only,  shall  be  charged  with  postage  at  the 
rate  of  two  cents  each.  And  all  letters  which  shall 
hereafter  be  advertised  as  remaining  over  in  any 
post  office,  shall,  when  delivered  out,  be  charged 
with  the  costs  nf  advertising  the  same,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  regular  postage.] 

Sbc.3.  Newspapers  notexceedingthirtecn  hun- 
dred and  tweniy-fivesauareinchea,  free  of  postage 
within  the  county  in  which  they  are  printed;  and, 
if  sent  beyond  the  county,  and  not  exceeding  one 
hundred  miles,  half  a  cent  each,  and  one  cent  for 
ereater  distances:  Provided,  The  editors  or  pul>- 
iisbers  keep  a  list  or  register  of  all  papers  sent  by 
mail,  noting  the  day  sent,  the  office  in  which  de- 
posited for  transmission,  and  the  office  sent  to; 
certifying  and  returning  the  same  quarterly  to  the 


Postmaster  General,  [at  the  end  of  each  quarter,] 
on  which  the  postmasters  shall  be  charged  the 
postage;  and  teflisal  or  neslect  to  make  such  re- 
turns shall  subject  the  publishers  or  editors  to.the 
rates  of  postage  chargeable  under  the  act  of  3d 
March ,  1835.  A II  newspapers  exceeding  thirteen 
hundred  and  twenty-five  [sixteen  hundred,  in- 
stead of  thirteen  hundred  aad  twenty-five]  square 
inches  to  be  s&bject  to  the  same  postage  as  now 
exists;  that  is,  for  a  distance  not  exceeding  one 
hundred  miles,  one  cent;  and  greater  than  one 
hundred  miles,  one  and  a  half  cent;  and  one  cent 
additional  for  every  excess  of  two  hundred  and 
fifty  square  inches. 

Sac.  3.  All  printed  or  lithographed  circulars 
and  hand-bill,  or  advertisements  printed  or  lith- 
ographed on  quarto  post  or  single  cap  paper,  or 
paper  not  larger  than  single  cap,  folded,  directed, 
and  unsealed,  shall  be  charged  with  postage  at 
the  rate  of  two  cents  for  each  sheet,  and  no  more, 
whatever  nuy  be  the  distance  the  same  may  be 
sent.  Pamphlets,  magazines,  periodicals,  and 
such  printed  matter,  for  each  copy,  two  and  a 
half  cents,  not  exceeding  one  ounce  in  weight,  for 
one  hundred  miles;  and  five  cents  for  any  greater 
distance;  one  cent  additional  for  each  additional 
ounce  on  any  distance. 

Sac.  4.  The  Postmaster  General  is  authorized, 
when  necessary,  in  case  of  too  great  a  mass  of 
matter  having  to  be  carried  by  mail,  to  forward 
the  letter  mail  separately  for  greater  speed. 

Sec.  5.  The  twenty-seventh  section  of  the  act 
of  3d  March,  1635,  and  all  other  acta  and  parts  of 
acts  granting  the  privilege  of  receiving  and  trans- 
mitting free  of  postage,  letters,  packets,  newspa- 
pers, periodicals,  and  all  other  matters,  repealed. 

Sec.  6.  Officers  of  the  Government  heretofore 
having  the  franking  privilege,  to  keep  an  account 
of  postage  touching  their  office  business,  which, 
duly  verified,  shall  be  allowed  them.  The  deputy 
postmasters  to  be  allowed  the  poaiagee  on  their 
official  business,  when  verified,  [and  on  the  trans- 
mission of  the  charged  letters  as  vouchers;]  and 
to  be  allowed  to  transmit,  free  of  postage,  all  let- 
ters and  packages  in  the  business  of  their  office, 
indorsing  thereon,  "  post  office  business"  over 
their  signatures  respectively;  subject,  for  every 
such  indorsement  falsely  made,  to  a  fine  of  fifty 
dollars. 

Sec  7<  The  President  of  the  United  States,  the 
Vice  President,  and  all  ex-Presidentx,  the  widow 
of  any  ex-President,  all  ex- Vice  Presidents,  Sec- 
retaries of  State,  of  the  Treasury,  of  War,  and 
of  the  Navy,  the  Postmaster  General,  and  Attor- 
ney General,  are  authorized  to  frank  and  receive 
letters,  packages,  newspapers,  pamphlets,  and 
magazines,  free  of  postage.  The  act  authorizing 
the  Governors  of  the  several  States  to  transmit  by 
mail  certain  books  and  documents  to  continue  in 
force.  The  members  of  Congress,  the  Delegates 
of  Territories,  l^cretary  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  authorized  to 
transmit  free  of  postage,  to  any  post  office  in  the 
United  States  or  Territories,  any  documents 
printed  by  either  House  of  Congress. 

Sec.  8.  E!ach  member  of  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Representatives,  and  each  Delegate  from  a  Ter- 
ritory, the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  and  the  Clerk 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  may  receive  by 
mail,"  [during  any  session  of  Congress,]  free  of 
postage,  any  letter,  newspaper,  or  packet,  not 
exceeding  two  ounces  in  weight,  from  the  time 
such  member  or  Delegate  takes  his  seat  in  Con- 
gress to  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  election  or 
termination  of  his  services;  and  all  postages 
charged  upon  letters,  packages,  petititiona,  me- 
morials, or'  other  matters  or  things  received  by 
any  Senator,  member,  or  Delegate  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  touching  his  official  or  legis- 
lative duties,  by  reason  of  any  excess  of  weight 
above  two  ounces,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  contin- 
gent fund. 

Sec  9.  In  lieu  of  the  privilege  heretofore  al- 
lowed to  members  of  Congress,  of  sending  to  their 
constituents,  and  other8,Tetter8  and  other  written 
or  printed  communications  freeof  postage  through 
the  mail,  each  member  of  Congress,  and  Delegate 
from  a  Territory,  shall  be  supplied  with  a  num- 
ber of  free  stamps  or  envelopes  equal  to  five  per 
day  for  the  highest  rate  of  postage  on  letters  not 
exceeding  one  half  ounce  in  weight  each;  from 
the  day  delivered  to  the  commencement  of  the 
next  annualsession  of  Congress;  and  in  like  man- 
ner, from  the  first  day  of  each  session  to  the  first 


day  of  the  succeeding  session.  [And  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  every  deputy  postmaster,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Postmaster  General,  before  deliv- 
ering any  letter,  or  other  matter  or  thing,  in- 
closed in  any  such  envelope,  or  to  which  any 
such  free  stamp  may  be  attached,  so  to  mutilate 
or  defoce  the  same  as  effectually  to  prevent  ita 
second  use.] 

Sec.  10.  Prohibitory  of  private  expresses  or 
other  transmission  of  mail  matter  than  through 
the  Post  Office  mail;  penalty,  |150  for  each  of- 
fense. 

Sec.  11.  Stage-coaches,  railroad-cars,  steam- 
boats, packelboats,  or  other  vehicles  or  vessels, 
prohibited  carrying  mail  matter,  except  such  aa 
may  relate  to  cargoes  of  said  vessels,  or  articles 
conveyed  by  vehicles;  penalty  f  100;  the  driver, 
captain,  or  conductor,  also  to  forfeit  |50. 

Sec.  13.  Owners  of  such  modes  of  conveyance 
knowingly  allowing  persons  carrying  mail  mat- 
ter, passage  or  conveyance,  subject  to  same  pen- 
alties as  carriers  of  private  expresses. 

Sec.  13.  Persons  sending  such  mail  matter  un- 
lawfully,subject  to  penalty  of  fSOfor  each  offense. 

Sec.  14.  Foreign  ships,  steam  vessels,  Ae., 
prohibited  from  transmitting  mail  matter  from  one 
part  of  the  United  States  to  another,  or  the  per- 
sons in  charge  knowingly  carrying  persons  so 
transmitting  mail  matter  unlawfully,  penalty  for 
each  offense,  |500. 

Sec  15.  This  act  not  to  affect  the  sixth  aeetion 
of  the  act  of  3d  March,  1835,  nor  prohibit  the 
transportation  of  letters  by  steamboats  as  (herein 
authorized;  provided  the  conditions  of  said  sec- 
tion are  strictly  complied  with;  otherwise  the 
painii  and  penalties  applicable  under  this  act  to  be 
enforced.  [And  no  postmaster  shall  receive,  to 
be  conveyed  by  the  mail,  any  packet  which  shall 
weigh  more  than  three  pounds.] 

Sec  16.  The  Postmaster  General  authorized 
to  contract  with  steamboat  captains  or  owners  for 
transmission  of  the  mails  on  the  western  or  other 
waters  of  the  United  States  tor  any  length  of  time 
or  number  of  trips,  less  than  the  time  of  contracts 
usually  made  under  existing  laws,  witliout  pre- 
vious advertisenaent,  provided  the  price  of  such 
service  shall  not  be  greater  than  the  average  of 
previous  contracts  on  the  same  route. 

Sec.  17.  That  maiUtbU  matter  and  mailer  prop- 
erly tranmtisrible  by  mail  ahall  be  deemed  letters, 
newspapers,  magazines,  parophleto,  and  periodi- 
cals, in  regular  series  or  successive  numbera^n- 
der  the  same  title,  and  all  other  written  or  printed 
matter,  whereof  each  copy  shall  not  exceed  eight 
ounces,  except  bank  notes  sent  in  packagei  or 
bundles  without  written  letters  accompanying 
them:  bound  books  of  any  kind  not  included. 
Nothing  in  this  act  to  be  construed  as  prohibiting 
the  transportion  otherwise  than  by  mail  of  such 
magazines,  [newspapers,]  pamphlets,  periodicals, 
&c.,  in  parcels  for  sale,  but  not  for  distribution. 

[Sec  18.  Any  person  or  personegwiitv  of  forg- 
ing or  cnunterfciting  any  stamp  or  envelope  pur- 
porting to  be  under  authority  of  this  law, or  falsely 
altering  ur  utterine  the  same,  or  assisting  to  do 
so,  to  be  adjudgedguilty  of  felony;  and  if  con- 
victed by  due  process  gf  law,  to  tie  kept  at  hard 
labor  for  not  loss  than  six  months  nor  more  than 
five  years,'aiid  fined  not  exceeding  $5,000.] 

[Sec  19.  The  term  nevitpaper  used  in  lliis  act 
to  be  deemed  any  printed  publication  issued  in 
numbers  consisting  of  not  more  than  two  sheets, 
and  published  at  short  stated  intervals  of  not  mure 
than  one  week,  conveying  intelligence  of  passing 
events,  and  bona  fide  extras  and  supplements  of 
such  publications.  Nothing  herein  contained  to 
prevent  the  free  exchange  of  newspapers  between 
the  publishers  thereof,  as  provided  for  under  the 
twenty-ninth  section  of  the  act  of  3d  ot  March, 
1825.) 

Mr.  M.,  in  continuation  of  his  remarks,  slated 
that  the  reduction  of  postage,  by  this  bill,  would 
be  about  one  half— the  average  of  the  old  rates  for 
single  letters  being  fourteen  and  a  half  to  fifteen 
cents,  and  the  average  by  the  propoaed  ratea  being 
seven  and  a  half;  but,  although  this  reduction  waa 
considerable,  it  was  not  the  confident  belief  of  the 
Post  Office  Committee  Uiat  the  effect  would  be  to 
bring  into  the  mail  the  mailable  matter  now  sent 
throughout  the  country  by  private  bands  and  pri- 
vate expresses.  The  average  number  of  letters 
sent  through  the  mail  now,  was  from  twenty-four 
to  twenty-seven  million— not  one  half,  it  was  com- 
puted, of  the  actual  correspondence  of  the  coun- 
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try;  bat,  calculating  the  increase  of  the  coite- 
apondcnce  which  cheap  rates  of  postage  would 
induce,  it  was  not  unreasonable  to  expect  that  the 
number  of  letters  under  the  new  rates  of  postage 
would  be  at  least  eighty  million.  Mr.  M.  referred 
to  the  post  office  returns  of  Great  "Britain  to  show 
the  vast  increHse  of  correspondence  in  the  United 
Kingdom  under  the  penny  postage  system.  The 
reduction  thertf  was  thirteen  fourieciiths,  or  frorp 
fourteen  pence  to  one  penny.    Here  the  rediiction 

groposcd  wai  onFy  one  half.  With  regard  to  the 
iritish  post  office,  the  very  year  after  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  postage  to  one  penny,  the  whole  ex- 
pense of  the  department  was  paid,  and  a  surplus 
was  handed  over  to  the  national  treasury  of  the 
sum  of  13,333,370-,  showing  the  splendid  result 
of  the  experiment. 

Mr.  M.  then  read  from  the  Post  Office  Com- 
mittee's report  the  following  passages  and  calcu- 
lations, to  show  the  bnais  on  which  the  commit- 
tee founded  its  conclusions  that  the  proposed  re- 
duction of  postage  under  this  bill  would  cause  an 
increase  of  Post  Office  revenue: 

'*H  npppars,  from  the  recent  n-pon  of  the  Po»itma»ipr  Gen- 
em!,  cdiiimonicatL'rt  to  the  Senate  Janunrv  18,  1*4-1,  (**n- 
ate  Dociimeni  N«,  .^,)  that  th**  namVrof  leiten fraiikwl or 
received  free  by  poMinuien,  during  the  luoiitti  m'  Ociober 
iiut,  W9»  130,744,  wliicli,  nvcnijtt'd  fur  twelve  innnthc,  would 
make,  diirinfc  a  year,  ihe  liiiiiicnsf  nuiiiber  of  l^aG.S.gai^i; 
und  wliich,  if  they  paid  postn.je  at  the  av*^rnge  ran*  olmr^'ed 
npnn  vf ngle  letient only,  would  yield  tbe  «uin  oi  09^3^^  80. 
T^m  DMM  Rpnrt  ai«o  alinwii  that  th^re  were  franked  '*c  re- 
ceived tree,  by  other  officers  of  Gnreriiiiienl,  diiriiig  the 
HttUie  mniitli,  85,1^  lelLeri<.  innkiii;  lor  ilic  year  1,U1!1,068; 
which  would  yield,  at  the  iaine  average  rate.  (t<nppO:*inff 
them  all  (o  t»e  sinvlet  wliereaii  more  than  half  arc  tM-lirve d 
to  t»e  uaallydouble  or  triple,)  tliAHUUi  off  L'15,076  30.  The 
letiem  franked  by  meiuben  of  Congreft;*,  diinni;  tlie  sanin 
time,  Wire  18  5.'>din  tlie  mniitli,  or  226,696  frtr  the  year,  anil 
would  yi»-td,  at  Itif  nainft  averajie  rate,  1^31. M8  60  Tliwe 
thr«e  siun«  make,  loxethcr.tlic  amount  of  ^398,8^  70.  The 
whole  number  of  charguablu  letter*,  paid  and  unpaid,  which 
pus  ihrmifli  iIik  ouiil  in  a  year,  according  to  the  tiaine  re- 
port, id  2l.'-io7,.^-^;  which  would  yifld,  accorrling  to  the 
■ante  average  rate,  93,437,903  90.  Henre  tt  app^^arr  that 
above  twelve  per  cent,  of  wiiatahould  bo  the  »roM  revenue 
oTtbttDeparMnenirroin  letter*onlyi«  withheld  by  ilieGov- 
eriiin«nt,  or  granted  away  by  ii  in  the  form  of  privilege  to 
ll»  ulBceri  .  thereby  nilttin;,  in  tlin  same  proportion,  to  the 
charge  npon  the  anprivileeed  correspondunr.".  Or,  lo  lltiia- 
irsie  U  mor«  plainly,  the  Oovemmenl,  in  ibia  way,  taxes 
every  individual  citi&cu  wbo«e  letter  poxtnge  amouniH  to 
91,000  a  year,  (and  there  are  niany  who  pay  niucli  ninre,) 
31*30  per  annum,  and  nil  others  in  the  »ame  proponfon,  for 
rtiia  branch  of  the  public  fervice,  whether  they  be  poor  or 
rich,  and  no  maner  how  mueJi  tbey  may  conirihute,  in  cnm- 
nioa  wiUi  oMHtrx*  auder  tU«  revenue  lawn,  to  ibe  uaiiuuat 
Truwury. 

"The  committee  think  thefeiUin?sahould  not  be, and  In 
them  thev  p"'rrcive  niuoh  cau«c  for  the  recent  manifcsta- 
noiw  of  dtMUUiafaction  before  alluded  to.  Tliey  Uierefore 
recommend  Uie  abuliiinn  of  Ihn  franking  privilege,  except 
only  a»  rpgurdu  a  very  fcwc»riliel»iglii-st  nrtictTnot'theCtiv- 
ernmeni,  and  thoce  ciliznns  who  have  filled  eiilter  of  the 
two  hijiicst  offleera,  lo  whom  public  p<diey  or  pnWic  gratl- 
toda  Mem*  to  dictate  ita  cniiUnuance.  Tlin  committee 
woiild  not  perhaps  have  recomnitrndf-d  this  exception,  htit 
I'or  the  tact  that  the  ialaries  of  all  the  ofTicerB  employed  in 
Itie  General  Vn^^  Offlec  at  Wn*hin!»ton  are  paid  »Mit  of  the 
general  Treasury,  hHinBuiliig  to  the  sum  of  •165.000  an- 
naalty ;  and  taihis  extent,  Uierelbre,  the  («ovemmeiit  may 
with  Justice  charge  thnt  Department  in  the  sliaiK:  of  privi- 
leged correspondence;  and  thift  puni  will  he  sufficient  to 
cover,  not  only  the  amount  which  would  be  ehargcable 
upon  the  eorrenpondence  of  (hose  lo  whom  it  iii  above  r»*c- 
ommended  to  continue  the  privil»^o,  but  will  ali»o  cover 
any  fair  estimate  of  Uie  niodilted  privilege  it  is  widely  pro- 
posed by  the  bill  lo  continue  Ih  the  meinhen*  of  Conjrest*, 
and  to  tacfTilate  that  iuterroarse  between  their  Representa- 
tives and  their  cimMtiiuenit>,  which  great  and'knding  mo- 
Uvea  uf  public  policy  reiiuiru  to  be  free  aud  frequent. 

**We  come  intw  to  consider  the  still  uioruimportsnt  pro- 
visions of  the  lull,  which  propose  an  nverace  reduction  of 
the  existing  rates  nf  postn^f  by  aboutone  half.  Tliii<  meas- 
nre.  though  Knidly  oKlled  for  by  numerous  memorialists, 
(and,  to  a  small  extent,  justified  by  tlie  preceding  recom- 
mendation,) ifl  too  important  in  iiMcoiiiicquenceit  lo  be  ven- 
tured upon  without  the  mo«t  ciirefnl  examination  uf  the 
rra-wns  to  be  urged  on  both  ^ides.  fn  the  flr«t  place,  it  is 
In  be  remembered  tliat  the  Government  is  brought  more 
constanUy  ami  Immediately  in  contact  with  a  large  portion 
of  the  people  by  the  operaiinui*  of  the  Post  Office  ei'tabhsh- 
inent,  than  by  ihf*  exercise  of  any  other  of  It*  powers  or 
duties.  Thirt  l«,  indeed,  the  only  one  of  (t*  many  hiah 
nmctions  which,  in  Its  performance,  is  fpit  and  seen  by  the 
great  body  of  iu  eitixens  in  their  every  day  buftiness,  feel- 
ing, and  interest.  How  desimhic,  tlien,  that  it  should  il- 
lustrate in  lis  action  the  irue  nature  of  our  intiiituttons,and 
he  rendered,  as  far  as  practicable,  (ha  beneAceni  dlrpenser 
*>f  comfort  and  convenieece  to  all,  witbovt  burden  or  vex- 
ation to  any  ? 

*'  Again  :  it  is  to  be  recollected  that  a  well  regulated  (>ov- 
eruraent  po«i  is  one  of  the  greatest  improvements  of  modem 
times ;  and  perhap^,  when  viewed  in  all  its  bearings  and 
cifeela  npon  the  social  and  political  condition  of  man.  It  may 
be  regarded  as  among  the  mu»t  valuable  of  purely  human 
inilitutions.  Who  can  esttmnic  its  utility  In  preservhis  and 
promoting  harmony  and  good  will  between  the  difTi'rent 
parts  of  a  great  country  ;  in  keeping  ever  aimng  and  bright 
the  ehain  of  alTeclion  which  hinds  togeilier  friends  and  kin- 
dred, by  whatever  distances  they  may  be  separated ;  in  dif- 
lusiiig  knowledge,  ia  sUmulaUiig  enterprise  and  iudu^uy, 


in  advancing  religion  and  morality  t  *ndf  la  fine,  in  promo- 
tlag  the  ascendency  aad  domlainn  of  mind  over  laaiter? 
An  iostiluiitm  so  full  of  good  Mhonid  not  he  tampered  with 
by  enipiricidin,  nor  have  its  f  tficiency  endangered  by  a  rest- 
less spirit  of  innovation,  nutlhcre  is  scarcely  less  of  error 
in  an  otrsttniite  odlierence  to  eatahhAhed  pmctice,  and  the 
consequent  refiisal  to  modify  measures  of  policy  according 
tochnnging  liiutisand  cireurndtnnces,  tlian  Uiere  is  in  the 
epirtt  of  innovation  itself,  Uoth  mn-it  be  guarded  against. 
Enough  has  hren  said  lo  sTtow  iho  npiiuounf  your  conmiti- 
tee  to  be,  thai  the  rates  of  pnstagH  shnuld  \us  reduced  as 
much  ai  po?vihle,  consistenily  with  the  nravcrvatioH  of  the 


uscfulut'ss  and  efilciency  of  the  Post  Office  Deportmeut. 
aud  the  support  of  that  Ueparitnent  by  cnniributions  lavtea 
eqitnlly  upon  all  whn  are  served  by  it,  according  to  the 
amount  of  service  rendered.  Can  the  redaction  proprwed 
by  tlie  bill  be  made,  consistently  wiiii  tliese  views?  We 
have  seen  in  the  outset  that  aomsthiug  must  be  done ;  thai 
the  revruues  of  the  Department  are  rapidly  falling  oft,  and 
a  remedy  muDt  in  tinme  way  be  fmind  for  iliifl  alarming  cvtl, 
or  the  very  consequences  so  nincli  dreaded  by  some,  from 
the  reduction  of  rates  proposed,  will  inevitably  ensue, 
namely:  a  great  curtailmtMii  uf  the  service,  or  a  heavy 
charge  upon  Ihe  national  Treasury  for  iu  necessary  ex- 
penses. It  Ih  believed  that  In  conseriuence  of  the  drsfavor 
with  which  the  present  rates  mnl  other  regulations  of  this 
DejMrtment  are  viewed,  and  Uie  n|>en  violations  of  ilic  laws 
before  adverted  to,  not  more  than,  if  as  much  aa  one  half 
the  currKspondence  of  the  country  pnsr^CA  through  the 
iiiatltf ;  tlie  grenter  part  lieing  carried  by  privnt^  hands,  or 
forwarded  by  means  of  Uie  recently  cstitbMflted  private  ex- 
presses, who  perform  the  same  service,  at  much  less  cost 
to  the  writers  aud  recipienltt  of  tellers  than  the  national  Po^t 
Office.  Itseem.t  to  tlte  coniniitlce  to  be  imposcihle  lo  be- 
lieve that  there  are  but  about  twenty-four  or  twenty-seven 
millions  of  letters  per  year  forwarded  to  distant  friends  and 
corretipondeiiu  in  the  United  Stat«-s,  by  a  populauon  of 
nb<iut  twenty  millioiui  of  soul.-* ;  whilst,  at  the  vauie  Uine, 
tlii^re  are  two  hundred  and  four  millions  and  upwnrd^  of 
letters  positing  annually  thniugh  the  mail4  of  Greui  Brirain 
and  Irelniid,  wtU)  a  populatiuu  of  only  about  twenty-seven 
millions  of  souk. 

*'  There  is  surely  nothing  in  the  relative  condition  of  Ihe 
two  countries,  nor  in  the  phystcal,  moral,  or  Intellectual 
condition  of  their  people,  which  can  aceonnt  for  this  hn- 
menne  diffurciice  iti  Uiis  epiitnlary  correspondence.  -The 
American  people  are  not  less  active  and  enterprising  than 
the  Inliahitants  of  Great  Britniii  and  Ireland.  They  inhabit 
a  country  vastly  more  extensive,  and  am  ihrmflclves.  there-  | 
fore,  more  dispersed,  and  separated  by  greater  distances 
from  each  other,  and  have  cons4M]uenUy  more  occasion  to 
communicate  by  letter.  They  are  certainly  not  less  iutel- 
ligcut,niid,  it  would  serin,  have  n  much  larger  proportion 
of  their  whole  number  capable  of  letter-writms  than  Ih^re 
is  in  England  !  In  the  British  Almanac  for  1841  it  is  stated 
that  *  it  uppeftTfty  from  the  second  annual  report  of  the  Ile- 
gi^trar  Generhl,  that  forty-one  out  of  every  hundred  per- 
sons married  in  England  and  Wales  In  1838  and  1839.  were 
I  unable  to  write  their  names.'  Now,  it  appt'ani,  frhni  data 
Iternivhed  by  the  United  dutm  census  for  1840,  that  tliere 
I  were  then  in  tliis  country,  above  tin*  nge  of  twenty  years, 
j  5,803,806  free  white  pcri'ons  whn  could  read  and  write ;  and 
I  in  Ga-ni  Britain  and  Irrlnnd  there  wen-  but  7.].^,169  who 
could  writt*.  as  will  be  swn  by  n  caleulattim  made  upon  the 
(act  above  furnished  from  the  report  of  their  Krgistrar  Ge/i- 
eral,  and  the  as-^umption  that  the  number  under  twenty 
years  of  age  bear  the  same  prnporlion  to  tlic  total  popula- 
tion in  each  country.  The  calculation  is  made  as  to  ihoie 
person*  only  who  are  over  twenty  years  of  age,  because  it 
is  only  as  to  thrne  Umt  the  necessary  data  are  furnished  by 
our  ci'aMus.  From  thii.  and  Uie  calculations  given  below, 
it  will  b(*seen  that,  of  the  whole  population  of  the  United 
Stalej,  (free  negroes  and  nl»ve«  Included,)  the  free  whites 
above  the  age  of  twenty  years,  who  can  read  and  write,  are 
ralber  more  than  one  third  ,  and.  excluding  colored  pef»p(e, 
fVee  and  bund,  iliey  constitute  abi>ut  three  sevenths  of  the 
whole;  whilst  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  those  above 
the  age  of  twenty  year^  who  can  write  are  a  little  more  than 
one  fourth  or  the  whole  numl>er. 

''  We  give  below  a  calculation  and  eomparieon,  eoiipled 
with  an  exhibit  of  the  anmber  of  letters  that  would  he 
written  and  sent  through  the  mails  of  the  United  States, 
upon  the  suppnuition  that  the  inducements  and  occasions 
fhr  writing  were  the  same  in  this  couitlry  as  in  England  : 

Whole  population  of  England,  in  1641 14,995.506 

"  •'  Wales,         "       911,331 

«  "  Scotland,     ««      2,««8,t»7 

"  "  Ireland,        "      .*..    B. 1 73.573 

Total... ^6,711,069 

Of  whom,  there  are  under  twenty  years  of  nge, 
Hupposiiig  the  proportion  under  that  age  to  be 
tlie  same  as  iu  the  Uuited  Suies*. 14,683.654 


Total  population  over  twenty  years  of  age..  13,137,405 
Of  whom,  (according  to  tlte  aeoond  annual  re- 
port of  Uie  Registrar  General,  aa  quoted  hi  Oie 
British  Almanac,  for  1841,  page  105,)  them  are 
tliat  cannot  write,  forty-one  per  cent.,  or. ....    4,9734^36 


Total,  over  twenty  years  of  age,  capable  of 
urUing 7,155.169 


**  And  these  now  send  and  receive  bylnail,  as  stated  by 
Ihe  Postmaster  General,  in  his  last  annual  report  to  Con- 
gress, annually,  two  hundrnd  and  four  million  leiters,  or  ai 
the  rate  of  twenty-eijfht  and  one  half  letters  each. 

"The  toul  population  of  the  United  Btaleii  was,  by  the 
census  of  1840.  17,068,666;  of  whom  there  were  of  free 
white  people,  14,189,843;  of  UieM,  (tlie  free  whites.)  Ibe 
number   over   the    age   of  twenty  yeats,  at  llial   time 

was 6,443,499 

Of  whom,  again,  the  number  that  could  not  read 

and  write  was,  at  the  same  time 849,603 

Showing  the  number  of  free  white  persons  in  the 
United  Rtates,  dver  the  age  of  twenty  years, 
and  capable  of  writing,  to  have  been,  at  that 
time 5,893,806 


**Aiul  those,  It  wnotd  seem,  (rnm  the  report  of  tkaPm. 
imiater  General,  (Senate  Docuraent  fin.  .'HI,)  send  an4  n. 
ceire  tlirough  ilie  mails,  of  all  sorts  of  letien, '  p»id  tod 
unpaid^*  free  and  chargeable,  37, 831,036,  or  at  the  rate  of 
ahoitt  tour  and  two  thirds  lettem  each.  ■ 

*'  'Phe  commitlce  would  here  ask.  can  it  be  poanbte  tbu 
there  is  tJiiii  iniirtense  dupanty  in  ttie  epistolary  carrea^iiMl- 
eiiceofllic  |>eopleof  U)ede  iwo  notions.'  Nouitewilluuver 
thi-i  qucstiou  Hillrui'itivuty. 

Now,  if  the  pt;ople  of  the  Vniie^!  Siatas  be  «iippan<  n> 
ivrtte  aA  many  leuan  as  the  people  «f  England,  lu  propot- 
lion  to  the  iiunitiers  is  each  couuiry  capable  uf  wniiBg,aa4 
cun  be  induced  to  use  the  national  (sist  to  trau.<mit  tlieia, 
the  number  sent  in  the  mail  would  be  I64,098,d6tj-,  whieb, 
at  the  average  rate  proposed  by  the  bill,  (tliat  is.  KeTeoaail 
n  half  cents,)  wouhl  give  a  gron  reveaae  of  ||'2,3;4,et2. 
Or,  if  wc  u»akB  the  comparison  nf  iho  mtml  papulttiaa  nf 
each  country,  and  appuriiun  Uie  eorr<f^p»ndvoce  of  tbe 
American  people  with  the  correspond e nee  ihfoagb  tbt 
mails  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  it  wih  stand  ibtu:  If 
36,71 1  ,U59  people  in  Great  Bnaia  and  Irotaad  wmi  bv  «ul 
3U4,000,0UU  leuers,  then  17^)68^666  people  in  the  taiixA 
Siaies  would  oend  1.10,358,310;  which,  at  the  aTcruftnie 
or  seven  and  a  half  cents  each,  would  yield  69,776,865  87. 

"  But  it  may  be  said  that  commerce  ts  tlie  great  parawof 
letter-writing,  and  therefore  the  greater  amonnt  of  Briiiih 
commerce  accounu  for  the  great  dir*proporU»li,  with  rci'er- 
ence  to  population,  between  tlie  corretpondrQCecftrhe4oo 
by  mail,  in  Great  Britain  aud  Ireland,  and  in  th«  Ouited 
8ratf>s. 
The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  I7aite4 

:3tates,  to  the  Twenty -Seventh  <^ongress,  at  its  tbini  «>• 

■ion,  (src  Senate  DoeuuK'nt  No.  34f,)  Matei  the  nbw of 

the  impnru  into  the  United  States  in  1843  au4100]IH067 
And  tlio  exporu  of  domestic  produce 

at #92.969,996 

Of  foreign  produce  at 11,731,538 

•^  [04,S9I,5M 

Total  impons  and  exportt $mfiSifiii 


In  Spackman's  Suiistics  of  the  British  Empire,  it  HftuH 
that  the  imporu  into  the  United  Kingdom  for  1841  (iIum 
fur  1843  are  not  given,  but  the  difference  in  thei»e  yrAtt 
is  not  material  for  the  present  pnrpniie)  wrre  £64,377^ 

And  the  exporu  fbr  the  year  1843,  of  both  for- 
eign and  domestic  piroducttous  wer«,  as 
attted  ia  the  same  book 44^,368 

Total  imports  and  exports  ht  ItMS jeiW,9S73l 

Which,  comnuting  the  pound  sterling  at  $4  80.  It  eqail 
to  #533,139,136,  of  which  two-fiflhs  is  #autt,35^694, 104 
showing  the  foreign  commerce  of  the  United  Statet  ts  H 
about  equal  to  two  fldhi  of  that  of  the  Unitpd  Kinstoai' 
Tried  by  this  test,  we  stioufd  send  by  mail  two  flfthi  of 
3U4,000,000  leuera  annually,  or  81.600^000  letters. 

Again :  It  is  stated  In  0packiaan*ii  Slatistfcs  that  (kcaa- 
nual  productions  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  arc— 

From  llie  land £309.000.001 

From  nianufhciures HS.IXJ'C 

From  mines  and  minenUs SI.I5S,13l 

From  dshcries ■ ,.        5,000^ 

£5355?  .447 
Which,  enimattiig  the  poand  tterlini  aa  befhte,  atfl  W,h 
equal  to  93.3frl ,586,944. 

"  lu  a  work  receulty  published,  and  which  is  cvidMHy 
prepnred  with  great  care  and  ability,  entitled  ^TackM't 
Progress  of  the  United  States,'  it  is  stated  that  the  aaotud 
productions  of  Ihe  United  States  are— ■ 

From  agriculture #654,307^ 

From  manufactures 339.^^4 

From  commerce 79,Hl^ 

From  mining 42JS58,7BI 

From  (hresu WJBS^W 

From  fisheries I1,|KJW 

I,063,I34,» 
MulUply  thU  by .      • 

And  we  have |3,136,aa»,^ 

"  Showing  the  annual  proditetioa  in  the  Ujtitad  9mm  w  b« 
very  nearly  equal  to  oue  tnlf  of  Uie  annual  prndoeiisa  at 
the  United  Kingdom.  Tried  by  this  test,  and  the  penpfv 
of  the  United  Sutes  should  send  bv  mail  one  bilf  of 
304,000.000  letters  annually,  or  103,000,000. 

**  The  aforefoing  exhibits  am  made  not  with  the  view  tt 
relying  upon  tbem  either  for  th^  number  nf  letter*  to  pm 
tlinmgh  the  mailx  of  the  United  States,  nor  the  revnacA^ 
rivabic  from  them,  but  for  the  purpose  of  ahowivf  tbe 
moral  certainty  nf  the  position  assumed  by  like  onmaih^ 
and  which  led  to  these  cokula lions,  that  the  9J^f^ 
letters  of  all  son^,  which  it  is  computed  are  sent  by  the  ib» 
in  the  United  States  annually,  do  not  compriM  anyfhtr^ 
like  the  whole,  and  the  commtttee  think  rtot  one  bil^i^ 
number  of  h*ttem  in  or  recall^  from  a  dtotaacc  by  Ikeyea- 
pie  of  the  United  Sutea.'* 

Mr.  M.aaid  that,aUKough  the  commUleefinnly 
believed  the  correspondence  through  the  nw' 
would,  under  ihe  proposed  system,  be  raised  to 
eighty-one  million,  instead  of  twentj-four  or 
twenty-seven  million  of  letiers;  yet,  if  the  ifr 
crease  even  fell  short — if  it  only  reached  aJx^y 
million,  there  would  be  su/Bctent  rerenoe  to  de- 
fray all  the  expenses  of  the  Department.  He  hw 
no  doubt,  himself — the  intelligence  of  the  people 
of  the  United  States  being  compared  with  ihsto( 
the  people  of  Great  Britain,  their  dispersiMi  ©^^ 
a  larger  territory,  their  social  tie»bei»iga*»tiwif» 
and  their  habita  beiner  fuUy  considered — thatther 
would  be  found  as  fond  of  writinc  lettera:  ■''<l 
if  they  should  send  as  many  letters  througfcjw 
mails,  in  proportion  to  popuUtioo,  as  ibc  Bm* 
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iah  people  did,  the  eorrespendenca  here  would 
rise  up  to  a  hundred  and  twenty  or  a  hundred  and 
thiitr  million  letters;  but,  even  easutning  that  the 
number  of  letters  would  be  only  half  of  that  in 
Qreot  Britain,  in  proportion  to  population,  there 
would  be  ample  revenue  under  this  bill.  He  con- 
cluded by  reading  the  following  extract  from  the 
committee'*  report: 

•'Ithat  been  Men  ibat  the  number  of  free  wblte  penoM 
in  tbe  (lailed  Statn  above  tbe  age  of  twentyyeara  wDo  can 
read  and  write  ia,  or  rattier  was  in  1840, 5,8^,806. 

"  Ant]  it  baa  been  abown  thnt  ibe  number  of  letlere  posted 
in  Great  Britain  ainct  ibe  reduction  of  tbe  rates  of  postage 
in  tliat  conutry,  and  tbe  probable  conveyance  by  mail  of 
nearly  all  Ibe  epistolary  correspondence,  averages,  for  tbe 
wliole  numtwr  of  persons  above  twenty  years  of  age  wbo 
can  read  and  write,  about  twenty-ei^t  and  ahatf  for  eacb. 

"  it  baa  been  Ibnber  shown  by  every  compariron  whicb 
tin  lie  made  belweeflftlie  people  of  tbta  country  and  tbose 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  tbiit  unless  there  be  some  la- 
tent cause  for  greater  disparity  on  the  part  of  tite  people  of 
Ibe  United  States  in  epmtolary  correspondence,  tban  in 
anyibing  else,  there  sbould  be  (losted  in  tbe  United  States, 
if  tbe  same  proportion  of  the  wliole  corraspondciice  could 
he  brought  into  the  mail,  as  it  is  in  England,  not  less  than 
81,6(Xi,oaO  letten,  and  by  most  of  tbe  compaiisoDS  many 
more. 

"  It  baa  also  been  argued,  and  is  with  great  conAdence 
aasened,  ttiat  not  more  Ifa&n  half  of  tbe  letters  written  and 
•eot  10,  or  received  from  a  distance,  by  tbe  people  of  tbe 
United  States,  art!  now  conveyed  by  mail ;  and  It  is,  Ibere- 
Jbre,  deemed  safe  to  set  down  the  whole  number  of  letters 
BO  sent  or  received  at  not  less  Uian  60,000,000~those  now 
posted,  of  ail  sorts,  being  very  nearly  30,000,<N)0,  and  indeed 
quite  that  number,  if  tbe  extra  size  and  weight  of  three 
miHioiia  of  franked  letters  is,laken  into  the  aceoant.  And 
that  nearly  all  these  letters  will  come  for  conveysnca  to  tbe 
United  State*  mail,  when;  tbe  bUkundereoDsideiMion  ahall 
have  become  a  law,  has  liefore  iMsen  argued,  and  will  not, 
it  is  believed,  be  serionsty  questioned. 

"  Frmn  all  which  it  is  inferred  Unit  tlie  number  of  letters 
which  will  be  posted  in  the  United  Suies,  if  the  bill  in 
question  sboold  pass,  cannot  be  less  tban  at  tbe  average 
ntte  of  ten  for  eacb  white  person  over  tbe  nge  of  twenty 
years,aDdcapablenf  writing,  (which  isalHiut  one  third  ibe 
aveiege  number  in  EiiitiaiHl  far  the  same  descriptioo  of 
persons,)  or  about  S8JHIi,8fiO. 

"  Tbe  committee  therefore  think  they  ean  safely  make 
the  follasring  estimate  of  tlie  rerenne*  of  the  Post  UIBee 
Department  for  the  fiscal  year  lo  commence  on  tbe  1st  day 
•f  July,  1844,  sboeld  the  bill  nader  consideration  liecome  a 
law,witbout  sufleriag  any  materiel  f  Iterations  in  its  progress 
through  the  two  Houses  of  Congress : 

From  letter  postage  on  N,000,oaO  letters,  at  the  average 

rate  of  <i  cents , 94,500,(KI0 

From  newspapers  and  pamphlets,  ke 330,000 

From  pontage  on  drop  letters i)0,UOO 

From  miscellaneous  receipts  nriein;  from  surplus 

commimions  and  boz-rents,'tic 30,000 

Fromfinvs 500 


Total 4,890,500 

Tbe  total  revenues  of  the  past  year,  as  sMled  by 
the  Postmaster  Oeneral,  were •...  4,375,935 


Excess  over  year  ending  June  30, 1843.  .„..    9514,575 

"  Or  if,  as  aUUed  by  tile  Postmaster  OeiiersI,  in  bis  annual 
report,  the  sum  of  44,300,000  be  annually  required,  the  above 
estimate  will  still  leave  a  surplus  of  9390,SOO." 

Mr.  PHELPS  observed  that  this  was  a  bill  of 
(Treat  importance, and  should  receive  due  time  and 
deliberation  on  ita  consideration-,  and,  the  hour 
bein^  liUe,  he  would  suggest  the  propriety  of 
passing  it  over  informally. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said,  before  that  motion  was 
made,  he  would  offer  a  few  amendments,  not  now 
to  be  acted  upon,  but  that  they  might  be  printed 
before  the  bill  came  up  again. 

The  first  was  to  strike  out  the  latter  part  of  the 
seventh  section,  relating  to  the  franking  privilege 
of  the  officers  and  members  of  both  Houses  of 
Congrea*. 

The  second  was  to  strike  out  the  whole  of  the 
eighth  and  ninth  sections,  and  substitute  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Sic.  8.  The  President  and  Seerelary  of  the  Senate,  and 
the  Speaker  and  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  may 
receive  Uirougli  tbe  mail,  free  of  p<Mtnge,  during  any  session 
of  Congress,  any  petitions,  memorials,  or  other  documents, 
written  or  printed,  addressed  to  Congress,  or  to  either  House 
titereof,  or  relating  to  the  business  of  Congress,  or  of  either 
House  thereof,  or  of  any  committee  of  cither  House  of  Con  - 
gress,  ami  directed  to  tie  laid  tiefore  Congress,  or  tiefore 
either  House  thereof,  or  before  any  committee  of  either 

UOUK." 

The  bill  was  then  passed  over  informally. 
ADJOURNMENT  OVER. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  that  when  the  Senate 
adjourn,  it  be  to  Monday  next. 

EXECUTIVE  SESSION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BARROW,  the  Senate  then 
went  into  executive  session,  and  soon  after  ad- 
journed. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fbioat,  Jtforcft  39, 1844. 

The  Journal  having  been  read, 

Mr.  DROMOOOLE  f  by  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  House)  called  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  report,  in  the  Globe  of  the  27ih  in- 
stant, of  the  proceedings  in  reference  to  the  reso- 
lution adopted  concerning  the  conduct  of  Major 
General  Scott.  He  did  not  purpose  to  say  one 
word  about  the  contents  or  merits  of  that  resolu- 
tion. It.  had  been  adopted,  and  he  was  willing 
to  await  the  reply  of  the  Secretary  of  War.  What 
he  particularly  desired  to  bring  to  tbe  notice  of 
the  House  was  the  report  of  the  remarks  made 
on  that  occasion  by  an  honorable  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  [Mr.  Weller,]  and  the  statement  in  the 
Globe  under  the  editorial  head,  with  the  view  of 
obtaining  an  explanation  and  correction  of  a  man- 
ifest misapprehension.  He  then  read  the  fol- 
lowing, purporting  to  be  the  remarks  of  Mr. 
Wbller: 

•'  1'be  witness,  while  be  wns  snch  witness,  received  no- 
tice from  tbe  major  general  to  report  himself  at  another 
post,  while  tbe  committee  before  which  the  witness  was 
called  was  engaged  in  an  iiivcstigatlnn  of  tbe  conduct  of 
that  major  general  in  tbe  Florida  war." 

He  also  read  the  following,  appearing  under 
the  editorial  head  in  tbe  Globe: 

*<T1ie  motion  was  to  adopt  a  resolation  calling  for  in- 
formation in  relation  to  the  arrest  or  removal  of  an  officer 
of  tbe  United  States  Anny,  while  be  was  being  examined 
by  a  committee  of  tbe  House  of  Represeiilatives  respecting 
tbe  conduct  of  the  major  geoeral  of  tire  army  In  tbe  Florida 
war,  whereby  tbe  purpose  and  object  of  the  inquiry  would 
be  defeated." 

Mow,  he  had  not  understood,  Rom  any  state- 
ments or  remarks  made  by  tbe  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Ohio,  or  by  any  other  member,  that 
tbe  Committee  on  Public  Expenditures  had  un- 
dertaken to  investigate  the  conduct  of  the  com- 
manding general  in  the  Florida  war.  And,  cer- 
tainly, it  was  impossible,  in  tbe  nature  of  things, 
that  Lieutenant  Bragg  could  be  called  on  to  tes- 
tify in  regard  to  General  Scott's  conduct  in  Flor- 
ida. That  general,  he  believed,  had  had  command 
of  the  forces  in  Florida  for  about  forty  days  in  the 
year  1836.  Lieuienant  Bragg  was,  as  he  learned, 
a  cadet  at  the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point 
until  1st  July,  1837.  An  explaqation,  therefore, 
becomes  necessary  to  remove  the  inference  that  a 
committee  of  this  House  had  undertaken,  without 
the  instruction  of  the  House,  and  without  notice 
to  the  general  implicated,  to  supervise  and  inves- 
tigate his  official  conduct  in  1836.  The  commit- 
tee, he  supposed,  had  assumed  no  such  jurisdic- 
tion, and  bad  not  undertaken  any  such  investiga- 
tion. He  believed  that  the  conduct  of  Scott  and 
others  had  been  investigated  by  a  proper  tribunal 
organized  for  that  special  object,  [t  was  due  to 
Lieutenant  Bragg  to  remove  the  inference  that  he 
had  become  a  witness  touching  occurrences  of 
which ,  from  his  position ,  he  couliThave  no  personal 
knowledge.  It  was  due  to  General  Scott  to  remove 
the  impression  that  he  was  now  under  arraignment 
before  a  committee  of  this  House  on  account  of 
his  official  conduct  in  Florida  in  1836.  It  was  due 
alike  to  all  concerned,  as  well  members  as  others, 
to  correct  misapprehensions  which  may  produce 
prejudice  in  the  public  mind,  and  thus  cause  in- 
justice. He  was  satisfied  that  there  had  been  no 
intention  to  produce  the  misapprehensions  and 
injustice  to  which  he  alluded.  He  could  not 
doubt  that  his  friend  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Weller] 
would  cheerfully  explain  what  occurred  in  the 
House,  and  correct  the  misreportof  his  remarks, 
and  the  misapprehension  of  the  Globe.  He  would 
have  referred  to  this  matter  yesterday;  but  when 
his  attemlon  had  been  first  arrested  by  looking 
into  the  Globe,  the  House  had  gone  into  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  and  his  friend  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Weller]  was  in  the  chair.  On  the  rising 
of  the  committee,  the  House  adjourned  so  quickly 
that  he  had  no  opportunity  of  referring  to  the 
subject. 

Mr.  WBLLER  said  as  he  had  been  called  on 
by  the  gentleman  from'  Virginia  [Mr.-  Drom- 
oAole]  to  explain  what  he  had  said  on  yesterday, 
he  had  no  hesitation  in  repeating  his  remarks. 
He  hod  no  information  upon  the  subject  alluded 
to,  except  what  he  derived  from  the  resolution 
when  it  was  read  at  the  bar.  When  he  discov- 
ered that  Lieutenant  Bra^g,  who  was  here  on  an 
unexpired  furlough,  had  been  peremptorily  or- 
dered by  the  mnjor  general  to  his  post,  after  it 
was  known  that  he  was  desired  as  a  witness  be- 


fore the  Committee  on  PubHe  'Expenditures,  in 
relation  to  the  Floriila  war,  it  struck  him  as  a 
singular  transaction,  which  needed  some  expla- 
nation or  investigation.  When  the  resolution  was 
objected  to,  he  moved  to  suspend  the  rules,  in 
order  to  receive  the  resolution;  and  remarked  that 
perhaps  the  conduct  of  the  major  general  in  the 
Floriila  campaign  was  to  be  investigated;  and  if 
so,  the  movement  was  a  very  singular  one.  His 
friend  from  ^ew  York,  [Mr.  Clintoh,]  who  had 
moved  the  resolution,  immediately  rose  and  cor- 
rected him,  by  declaring  that  the  committee  was 
not  engaged  in  investigating  the  conduct  of  the 
major  general.  He  therefore  stood  corrected .  He 
had  no  intention  to  cast  any  imputations  upon 
the  conduct  of  the  commander-in-chief,  or  the 
adjutant  general;  for  all  he  knew  of  the  facU  he 
gathered  from  the  resolution.  He  thought  it  waa 
due  to  the  House  that  the  matter  should  be  in- 
vestigated, and  he  still  thought  so. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  wished  to  take  this  op- 
portunity of  saying  that  he  voted  for  the  resolu- 
tion yesterday  with  great  reluctance.  He  voted 
for  it  because  he  was  favorable  to  the  inquiry, 
and  there  being  an  immediate  call  for  tbe  previous 
question  ,be  was  precludedfroro  offeringan  amend- 
ment, by  which  what  he  considered  en  unneces- 
sary and  improper  imputation  might  be  stricken 
out.  The  implication  that  Lieutenant  Bragg  had 
been  induced  to  go  away  for  fear  of  incurnng  the 
displeasure  of  General  Scott,  in  case  he  gave  evi- 
dence before  the  committee,  was  a  gratuitous  and 
unjust  imputation,  without  having  any  evidence 
to  rest  upon . 

Mr.  CLINTON  rose  to  explain  the  reason 
why  the  resolution  referred  to  was  offered  by  him 
to  the  House;  and  stated  that  it  was  not  founded 
solely  upon  an  attendance  of  Lieutenant  Bragg 
before  the  Committee  on  Pablic  Expenditures,  of 
which  Mr.  C.  is  chairman.*  That  committee  has 
under  examination  before  them,  by  a  reference 
of  this  House  made  in  the  early  pan  of  the  session, 
the  expenditures  of  a  naval  expedition  to  tbe 
coast  of  Florida,  under  the  command  of  Lieuten- 
ant McLaughlin;  and  having  been  informed  that 
Lieutenant  Bragg  had  served  a  long  time  in  the 
Florida  war,  (which  he  eecertained  to  be  the  fact 
from  a  personal  interview  With  Lieutenant  Bragg,) 
he,  upon  a  consultation  with  the  committee,  was 
directed  by  them  to  summon  Lieutenant  Bragg 
Its  a  witness  before  them,  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
ceiving from  him  geographical,  topographical, 
and  otner  information  respecting  that  country, 
which  the  committee  deemed  essential  to  facilitate 
their  inquiries.  That  he,  in  pursuance  of  such 
direction  and  authority,  made  onta  summons  for 
Lieutenant  Bragg,  but  did  not  have  the  same  then 
served  upon  him,  because  the  committee  had  not 
arrived  at  a  point  where  they  wished  the  inform- 
ation they  expected  to  obtain  from  him.  He, 
however,  informed  Lieutenant  Bragg  of  his  hav- 
ing been  directed  to  summon  him,  and  imparted 
the  information  they  expected  to  obtain  from 
him^  requesting  him  not  to  leave  the  city  with- 
out letting  him  know,  with  i^hich  request  he 
promised  to  comply. 

Mr.  C.  repeated  that  the  information  expected 
to  be  received  from  Lieutenant  Bragg  had  no  ref- 
erence to  any  expenditures  of  any  Army  expe- 
dition, or  any  grade  or  officer  of  the  Army.  But 
he  had  been  informed  by  members  of  this  House 
on  the  Committee  of  Retrenchment,  that  Lieu- 
tenant Bragg  was  in  attendance  before  them  while 
the  reduction  of  the  pay  of  the  Army  was  under 
their  consideration.     Many    members    of  this 
House  knew  there  was  a  great  stir  made  by  offi- 
cers of  the  Army  upon  that  subject.     He  had 
understood,  from  members  of  that  committee, 
that  they  had  under  consideratiqn  the  disparity 
of  the  pay  or  compensation  of  staff  and  line  offi- 
cers of  the  Army.  It  was  at  this  time  Lieuienant 
Bragg  called  upon  him,  and  informed  him  that  he 
had  received  another  order  from  the  commander-  ' 
in-tUiief,  directing  him  forthwith  to  return  to  his  \ 
post,  and  showed  him  the  order.    This  order,  .' 
upon  its  face,  showed  that  it  was  founded  upon  I 
a  supposition  that  Lieutenant  Bragg  was  here,  I 
in  attendance  upon  Congress,  to  represent  the  i 
particular  interests  of  his  regiment  or  grade.   Mr.  f 
C.  then  showed  Lieutenant  Bragg  a  summons  j 
that  bad  sometime  before  been  made  for  him,  and  I 
requested  him  lo  admit  service  of  it,  stating  that) 
he  would  write  to  the  adjutant  general,  informing ( 
bim  that  his  attendance  was  required  before  the' 
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Committee  011  Pnbire  Expenditures,  and  for  what 
parpoae.  Thia  waa  done;  and,  immediatelr  after 
Mr.  C.  had  been  informed  of  the  arrest  of  Lieu- 
tenant Bm^g,  he  prepared  and  offered  the  re»o- 
lution  beforementioned,  which  (pariicalnrly  the 
part  considered  by  some  objectionable)  had  ref- 
erence to  Lieutenant  Bragg  s  attendance  on  the 
Committee  on  Retrenchment,  and  information 
which  he  there  had  fitren,  or  might  gire. 

Mr.  HUNGERPORD  moved  that  the  rules  be 
suspended,  in  order  to  go  into  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  slate  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  CLINCH  jnquired  whether  the  papers 
referred  to  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
[Mr.  CliktoiiJ  had  been  receired  by  the  Speak- ' 
er.>  If  so,  he  desired  that  they  might  be  read. 
General  Scott  was  ready  to  meet  his  enemies, 
either  in  or  out  of  the  House.  He  had  met  them  \ 
out  of  the  House,  and  was  prepared  to  meet  them 
in  it.  His  friends  opposed  the  resolution  on 
principle;  not  because  they  thought  his  character 
would  be  endangered  by  an  investigation. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  he  belieTed  the 
papers  had  not  been  sent  down.  He  observed 
noon  the  table  but  one  eomVnunicalinn  from  the 
War  Department,  and  that  did  not  relate  to  this 
subject. 

Mr.  VANCE  said  he  believed  a  motion  bad- 
been  made  to  suspend  the  rules  to  go  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

ADJOURNMENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

The  SPEAKER  observed  that  the  business 
first  in  order  waa  a  motion  made  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  [Mr.  Schenck]  yesterday,  to  sus- 
pend the  rules  in  order  to-take  up  the  resolution 
fixing  the  day  of  adjournment. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
upon  that  motion. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  inquired  whether  that  res- 
olution did  not  aland  in  the  regular  order  of  busi- 
ness upon  the  Speaker's  table .' 

The  SPEAKER  replied  affirmatively. 

Mr,  DROMGOOLEsoid  he  saw  00  reason  why 
it  should  be  singled  out. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and,  being 
taken,  resulted — yeas  tjO,  nays  64,  as  follows: 

TEAS— Mewn.  Ablmit,  AdniuH,  Aahs,  linker,  Barrineer, 
Bidluck.  Dreiigle,  Milton  Oruwu,  William  J.  Drown,  tSut- 
fiiigtou,  Cnry,  Carnill,Cliiicti,('liiisiittiii,  CnlLitiicr,  Cnillit- 
ton,  C'niloiii,  biina,  Garn^tt  Dnvts,  Ueii«rry,  DHlIet.  I>ickpy, 
Urckinsnn,  Duiilnp,  Elli!>,  PickHn,  Koni,  Oymin  Green, 
Hamlin,  llnriliu,Uarpor,  fli'aley,  Uulibvll.  IJuiJsoii,  HughcH, 
}Iuitgiirr'»ril,  WadJiiiiKlnii  tlunt,C.'liiirlcii  J.  Ingentnil,  Pertvy 
H.  JuluiKnn,Jnlin  P.  KeiiiiiMty,  Pp*?iliiti  Kiiie,  Daniel  V.  King, 
Lnbranrlic,  Mellvntn«,  Murvli,  Edwarfl  J.  Mfirrix,  Mor»e, 
Moscley,  N«a,  Newtnn,  Norri*.  Pannenler,  Pnltenmn,  Pey- 
tim,  David  S.  Itoid,  tUedillj^,  Rttler,  Uiickwel),  Rnxers,  Ituff. 
BPtI,  tianiple.  Scliunck,  Svnter,  David  L.  Seyuiotir,  :<lidfll, 
Caleb  B.  diiiilli,  Stetjtnn,  A-nilreiv  Stewart,  Juliii  i^luwnrt, 
Strrtnc,  Somnien*.  Tihltfii.  TvitT,  Vance,  Vanniet^^r,  Vln 
Inn,  WuUiored,  tVlieaiou,  Wiilte,  tiid  Jiweph  A.  Wrighi— 
80. 

NAVS — MeMrs.  Atkinnnn,  Rnnton,  Jntnen  A.  RIack, 
Blackwcll,  Bower,  Biiulin,  Jacob  Brinkerliotf,  Brodhead, 
Aaron  V.  Ilrowii,  Burke.  Run.  Oiliii,  ItvulM'n  Clwifman. 
CtiappfU,  CliBtmi,Cubb.  IHiiii*'!,  Biclinrri  D.  Davl4,  Drom- 

foole,  Farlue,  Frcncli,  Unle,  iluniUmi,  ll'iirit-k,  lltiui>ton, 
liibard,  Juniert  B.  lliiiit,  JiiinLn>on,  (^ivt:  John»'nn,  Andrew  . 
Kenneily,  Kirkp-ilrick,  IjUcan,  Lumi'kin,  McCniiflen,  Ma-  | 
clay,  McClellninl,    MrClcrnnnd.   McConnplI,  McDowell,  ; 
Jnaepb  Morriff,  Owen,  Payiiv,  PelUi,  Emery  D,  Pnuer.  I^ur*  | 
dy,  Uell'e,  Uliell,UobKrt.'4,  lli)biiiiiuu,  Snundi'rs,  Tltfniiaa  II. 
Seynnnir.  8linon!<,Stnnison.Robenrinitth,Steenrod,  ^lile*, 
Btoiie,  :Jykei>,  Thrnnp-xm,  TibbatK,  Weller,  Wenlwortli, 
Williamff,  and  Wnudward — 64. 

Two  thirds  not  voting  in  the  affirmative,  the 
rules  were  not  suspended. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  first  business  in 
order  was  reports  from  committees,  which  Were 
lying  over  under  the  rules. 

STATISTICS. 

The  resolution  from  the  committee  on  statistics, 
to  .print  five  thousand  extra  copies  of  the  report 
of  that  committee  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  COBB  explained,  as  an  additional  reason 
for  printing  the  extra  copies,  that  one  thousand 
of  tnem  which  had  been  ordered  by  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  on  his  private  account,  hod  been 
received  at  the  House,  and  by  mistake  distrib- 
uted among  the  members.  Mr.  C.  added  that  I  he 
report  was  a  very  able  and  interesting  one,  dis- 
playing great  labor  and  research,  anil  coiitained 
the  most  valuable  information,  which  would  be 
very  acceptable  to  the  people. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  moved  to  jay  the  resolution  I 
on  the  table.  '  { 

Mr.  SAMPLE  moved  to  amend  the  resolotion  1 


by  striking  out  five  thousand  and  inserting  *'  one 
thousand  to  be  restored  to  the  chairman  of  the 
comniittee." 

This  amendment  having  been  agreed  to,  the 
resolution,  as  amended,  was  adopted. 

ILLEGAL  TREASURT  NOTES. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  resolution  to  print 
ten  thousand  extra  copies  of  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  the  letter 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  accompanying 
the  joint  resolution  on  the  subject  of  Treasury  1 
notes. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  called  for  the  previous  ' 
question;  which  being  seconded,  and  the  main  | 
question  ordered,  the  main  question  on  theadop-  ■ 
tion  of  the  resolution  was  taken  by  yeas  and 
nays,.Bnd  carried — yeas  89,  nays  67;  as  fbllows:  { 

YEAS— Messrs.  Atkinson,  Benion,  Bidlack,  James  A. 
Block,  Bower,  Bowlin,  Jacob  Brinkerhoff,  Brodhead,  Wit-  i 
liam  J.  Bmwn,  Burkf,  Caldwell,  Cary,  Cntlin,  Cll.-ippell, 
Clinton.  Cobb,  Coleii,  Dana,  Daniel,  Darragh,  Kicharfl  D.  ' 
Davit],  John  VV.  UaviM,  Dean,  Droiii^Kile,  Dnutiip,  Ellin, 
Farlee,  Ficklin,  French,  Bymtn  tureen.  Hale,  Ilainlit),  liar-  I 
alson,  Herrick,  Ilogn,  Hou«inn,  Hubnrd.  Hubbell,  Hu^llee,  | 
Ilungen'ord,  Janiefl  B.  Hunl,Clnirl(.'M  J.  Ingertfoll,  Janu'KOn,  . 
Cave  Johnson,  Andrew  Kennedy,  Pre«laii  Kiiie,  Kirkpat-  | 
rick,  LaUranche,  Leonard,  Luca^,  Lumpkin,  McCanslen,  ; 
Maelay,  McClelland,  McCleniand,McConnell,  McDowell,  | 
JoM>pli  Morrii,  Nurrip.  Owen,  Panncnter,  Payne,  Eaiery  D. 
Potter,  Pratt,  Purdy,  llathbun,  David  S.  Iteld,  Reding,  Itelt'e,  I 
Riuer,  RolH'rt«,  UnhintM)n,  St.  John,  Snund*-r8,  David  L. 
Seymour,  Slidell,  Robert  Smith,  Sleeiirod,  Stlleis,  Stone,  \ 
Strong,  Syki'ji,  'iliomiMon,  TibbatLs,  Weller,  Wentworth,  I 
Willi.ims',  Woodward,  ami  Jo:.epli  A.  Wright— 89.  j 

N.\Y3— Messrs.  Abbott,  Adams.  Ashe,  Raker,  Bnrringer,  [ 
Barnard,  BInckwell,  Bretigle,  Milton  Brown,  Bulllngton. 
Burt,  Carroll,  Clinch,  Clingmnn,  Collamer,  Cranston,  Cul-  ' 
lorn.  Garrett   Dnvii,    Deberry.  llellet,  Dickey,  Dickinson,  : 
Pnnl,Gidding«,  WillisGreen,  Hardin,  Hudson,  Washinfinn  | 
Hunt,   Perley  B-  Jotiiison.  John   P.  .Kennedy,   Daniel  P.  | 
King.  Mcllvaine,  Marsh,  Edward  J.  M')rris.  Morse,  .Mose- 
ley.  Nes, Newton,  Patterson,  Pettil,Peylon,  Ramsey,  Kock-  1 
well,  Rodney,  Roners,  Unssell,  8am|ile,  Schenck,' Sealer, 
Severance.  Thomas  II.  Seymour,  Simons,  Simpson,  Thorn-  I 
as  Smith,  Caleb  B.  Snnlh,  Spence.  Andrew  Stewart,  John  i 
Stewart.  Snmmers.  Tilden,  Tyler,Vanmeter,ViDtou,  Wctb- 
ereil,  Wheaton,  Wbite,  and  Winibrop— 67. 

PAY  OP  NAVY  OFFICERS. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  HUNGERFORD,  two  thou- 
sand extra  copies  of  the  report  presented  yester- 
daw  from  the  Committee  on  Retrenchment,  on 
the  subject  of  a  reduction  of  the  pay  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Navy,  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  the  next  business 
to  be  the  call  of  committees  for  reports. 

Mr.  RAMSEY,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  upon  the  petition  of  Drucilla  Gic- 
sey,  widow  of  Valentine  Giesey,  accompanied  by 
a  bill  for  her  relief;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  T.  SMITH,  from  the  same  committee, 
made  a  report  upon  the  peiiiron  of  Lund  Wash- 
ington, accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VANCE,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  be  diechanted 
from  the  consideration  of  the  petition  of  John  Andi-rsnn  and 
Jesse  Anderson,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Comniiuee 
on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  DUNLAP,  from  the  ConiHnittee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  bills  with  the  following  titles,  ac- 
companied by  a  report  in  each  case;  which  Were  i 
severally  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  owners  and  crew  of 
the  schooner  Privado; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  acting  owner  and 
crew  of  the  fishing  schooner  Two  Brothers;         | 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  H.  Russell  and 
others;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  owner  and  erew  of 
the  schooner  Dove. 

Mr.  KINO,  of  New  York,  from  the  Commit-  , 
tee  on  Commeree,  made  an  adverse  report  upon  j 
the  petition  of  Benjamin  Evans;  which  was  laid  : 
on  tne  table. 

Mr.  K.,  from  the  same  committee,  made  a  A- 
port  upon  the  subject  of  the  appointment  of  an 
assistant  collector  at  Brooklyn,  in  New  York, 
accompanied  by  a  bill4o  provide  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  an  assistant  collector  at  Brooklyn,  in  the 
district  of  New  York;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  JAMESON,  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 


lic Lands,  reported  bills  of  the  following  titles- 
which ,  were  severally  read  a  first  and  secoiHl 
time,  and  committed  toaCommittee  of  the  Whole 
House: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Francis  Yost  and  John 
P.  Rogere; 

A  bill  granting  to  the  Territory  of  Wisconam 
a  certain  tract  of  land,  for  the  benefit  of  the  town 
of  Fair  Play,  in  said  Territory;  and 

A  bill  granting  a  section  of  land  for  the  im- 
provement of  Grmo.  river,  at  the  town  of  Potoii, 
in  Wisconsin  Territory. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JAMESON,  it  was 

Or'terct,  That  the  Committee  oo  Public  Lands  be  dk- 
cbarged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  oieinonal 
front  the  Legislature  of  Iowa,  relative  to  preCiBption  riititi, 
ond  that  it  be  conimilled  lo  a  Coaaaiuee  of  UnWhoti 
House.' 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JAMESON,  it  was 
Ordered.  That  the  Comniinec  on  Public  I.*ada  be  Hi. 
charged  from  tlie  consideration  of  the  petition  of  citixrai 
of  Huron,  Ohio,  fbr  the  distribution  of  the  public  lati^  to 
noil  freeholders ;  and  of  William  Sbalerand  Zebulon  Parr, 
for  aid  in  boring  for  salt;  and  that  Uie  said  petitions  do  lie 
on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  it  vat 
Ordered,  Thai  the  CBmmitue  on  Piil)lle  Lamls  be  dls- 
eliarged  from  the  eonstderation  of  (be  peUlion  for  Ok  k- 
moval  of  the  sarveyor  feneral's  office  Ann  Cincinnaif  n 
Lawrencrbung,  Indiana;  and  that  the  said  petition  do  lis 
im  the  table. 

Mr.  HU6ARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Pablie 
Lands,  to  which  the  subject  was  referred  by  reso- 
lution nf  the  House  vf  the  15th  of  January  lut, 
reported  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  entitled  "  Ao  set 
granting  lo  the  counties  or  parishes  of  each  Slate 
and  Territory  of  the  United  States,  in  which  the 
public  landa  are  situated,  the  right  of  preemption 
to  quarter  sections  of  land  for  seats  of  joilice 

within  the  same, "approved  26th ,1824; 

which  bill  waa  reatl  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  Uit 
Union. 

Mr.  McCLELLAND  gave  notice  that,  es 
Thursday  next,  he  should  call  up  the  bill  for  the 
improvement  of  the  western  waters. 

On  moUon  of  Mr.  VINTON,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  tlie  CDmniiUce  on  the  Jodicianr  be  St- 
charged  from  the  consideration  of  the  petition  of  JohnPil- 
lersnn  for  indemnity  far  the  amount  of  a  judgmeat  agiiaM 
bin  as  marshal. 

Mr.  HOPKINS,  from  the  Committee  on  tha 
Post  Office  and  Post  Rotids,  reported  n  bill  amend- 
ing the  laws  relating  to  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment ;  which  was  read  a  first  anil  second  time, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON,  from  the  CommiUee  on 
Indian  Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  joint 
resolution  directing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
10  pay  over  certain  sums  of  money  under  the 
Cherokee  treaty,  made  ai\.  unfavorable  report 
thereon. 

Ordered,  That  thesnH  resoHitlon  be  committed  to  lit 
Cranmitlee  nf  the  Whote  on  lb«  state  of  tbe  Uaioi. 

Mr.  HUGHES,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  was  referred  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Har- 
vey Heth,  made  a  report  thereon  in  wriiiatr, 
which  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House. 

Mr.  MARSH, from  the  same  eommiuee,ns<)e 
a  report  upon  the  petition  of  Philip  R.  Holsws 
and  William  Ped rich,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for 
their  relief;  which  was  referred  to  a  Conmitiee 
of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Comniiiee 
on  Naval  Affaire,  made  an  adverse  report  apoa 
the  petition  of  Levi  H.  Parish;  which  report  »u 
ordered  lo  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SIMPSON, from  thesame  committee,  ms4e 
an  adverse  report  upon  the  subject  of  dry-dockl 
at  Philadelphia  and  Kitiery. 

Mr.  BARRINGER,  from  a  minority  of  the 
same  committee,  made  a  report  in  favor  of  a  dry- 
dock  at  Philadelphia.  • 

The  said  reports  were  ordered  to  lie  opoa  the 
table. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS,  from  the  Committee  on  B«t- 
olutionary  Pensions,  made  a  report  upon  the  pe- 
tition of  Alice  Upshur,  accompanied  by  a  biHrof 
her  relief;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  reftnt" 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  TILDEN,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  the  benefit  of  John 
Perham;  which  bill  was  read  twice, and  comma- 
ted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  PRATT,  it  wu 

Oritni,  Tint  tbe  ComnilttM  on  Public  BuiMinpbedi*- 

eharged  from  the  fUriher  consideration  of  Uie  com  of  Jamm 

B.  Scbnell,  and  that  it  do  lie  on  the  ubie. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH,  from  the  Committee  on 
Territories,  reported  the  Tollowing: 

Raolc«i<,Tlial  tbe  Secretary  of  War  berequeited  to  coDi- 
Bonieate  lo  ibia  Ilouae  all  the  informalion  in  tbe  paaaemion 
of  the  topographical  department  with  reference  to  the  tm- 
ponance  of  a  harbor  in  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  at  Ma- 
nitowoc, and  also  tbe  cost  of  the  aame,  wbeiberfroin(3oT- 
enunent  officer*  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  HUNG ERFORD  then  renewed  his  motion 
.  that  the  House  go  into  the  Commiuee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  A.  JOHNSON  desired  tbe  gentleman  to 
withdraw  that  motion  for  a  moment,  to  allow 
him  to  submit  •  report  from  (he  Commit^^e  of 
Claims. 

Tbe  SPEAKER  Iremarked  that  the  morning 
hour  had  expired. 

Tbe  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  to  sus- 
pend the  rules,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

ARMT  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
and  reannftd  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  Army  for 
the  fiscal  year  commencing  on  the  first  day  of 
July,  1844,  and  ending  on  the  thirtieth  day  of 
June,  1845,  the  qaestion  pending  being  upon  the 
amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Indiana 
[Mr.DATii]  to  abolish  the  office  ofmajor  general. 
Mr.  BLACK,  of  Sooth  Carolina,  was  entitled 
to  the  floor,  but  not  being,  at  the  moment,  in  his 
seat, 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  rose  to  make  a  few 
observmlions  in  explanation  of  the  reasons  which 
influenced  him  in  offeringnhe  amendment.  It  was 
not  hi*  intention  to  disparage,  in  Ihe  slightest 
degree,  the  present  incumbent,  or  to  say  anything 
in  relation  to  the  ads  of  that  gentleman. 

Mr.  BLACK,  of  South  Carolina,  baring  re- 
turned to  his  seal,  then  addressed  the  committee. 
Reform,  to  be  effectual,  must  be  general,  and  gov- 
erned hy  principles  of  justice  and  moderation;  and 
his  anxious  desire,  in  approaching  this  subject, 
was,  while  making  reforms  of  essential  import- 
ance, not  to  run  into  any  extreme.  The  committee, 
in  entering  upon  the  investigation  of  the  subject, 
found  that  it  was  within  the  power  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  and  of  the  commanding  general,  to  ex- 
ercise a  very  great  range  of  discretion  in  regard 
to  the  emoluments  of  the  chief  oiGcers  of  the 
Army.  This  the  committee  bad  attempted  to 
correct.  Their  object  was  lo  place  the  matter 
upon  such  a  fooling  that  the  pav  of  those  officers 
should  hereafter  be  uy  staled  salariesfsand  not  by 
emoluments  and  perquisites;  the  allowance  of 
which  seemed  to  have  arisen  frgm  the  misfortune 
of  the  roonlbly  pay  being  too  low. 

The  reform,  to  b«  efficient,  ought  to  be  general; 
and  therefore  the  committee  had  determined  upon 
adopting  the  strict  salary  system,  in  opposition 
lo  the  system  which  had  heretofore  been  followed. 
He  knew  thai  it  was  the  wish  of  many  highly 
respectable  officers  of  the  Army  to  be  placed  in 
this  respect  above  suspicion.  The  salary  system, 
in  ■  time  of  peace,  was  peculiarly  the  proper  sys- 
temi  and  in  time  of  war,  with  a  moderate  hncrease, 
would  do  very  well,  he  was  .convinced.  When 
war  came,  it  would  be  proper  to  allow  to  Ihe  offi- 
cers rations  for  themselves  and  their  servants,  and 
forage  for  their  horses.  This  would  be  an  in- 
crease of  pay  to  a  colonel  of  |^SO0  a  year,  and  to 
other  officers  in  like  proportion,  ami  admirably, 
adapted  to  war  service.  On  the  return  of  peace, 
these  allowances  could  be  taken  away,  and  tbe 
pay  reduced  to  tbe  rates  fixed  by  this  bill.  He 
would,  however,  urge  on  the  House,  and  espe- 
cially on  those  who  were  anxious  for  reform,  the 
propriety  of  stopping  at  a  point  which  would 
eflecl  a  great  and  essential  improvement.  Let  us 
(lot  attempt  too  much  at  once,  but  rather  submit 
to  the  country  a  phin  so  plain  and  so  clear  that 
every  citizen  eould  understand  it;  and  if,  upon 
examinntioD,  it  should  be  found  that  too  much 
had  been  done  here,  and  too  little  there,  a  future 
Congress  could  amend  it.  There  was  one  branch 
of  expenditure  which  the  committee  had  refrained 
from  touching,  and  that  was  the  subject  of  quar- 
ters and  fuel ;  but,  at  the  next  session  of  Con- 
gress, he  should  call  on  tbe  Secretary  of  War  for 


a  plan  of  allowance*  for  these  articles,  And  en- 
deavor to  frame  a  bill  to  regulate  them  by  law. 
Hitherto  it  had  been  thought  better  to  leave  this 
subject  to  the  discretion  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
inasmuch  as  an  officer  stationed  at  the  North 
would  consume  more  fuel  than  one  stationed  at 
the  South.  So  it  was  in  regard  to  the  article  of 
quarters,  the  cost  of  them  being  greater  in  one 
portionof  the  country  than  in  another.  So  faras 
his  examinations  baa  extended,  he  was  satisfied 
that  it  would  be  premature  to  fiMten  any  system 
on  the  country  which  subsequent  information 
might  show  to  be  an  injurious  one.  If  we  suc- 
ceed in  carrying  through  this  bill  we  shall  effect 
an  annual  saving  of  upwards  of  half  a  million; 
and  this,  too,  would  not  be  tbe  only  advantage 
gained,  for  a  reform  would  be  effected  in  other 
particulars,  which  would  add  greatly  to  the  effi- 
ciency of  the  Army.  He  was  for  trying  the  ex- 
periment,and  he  feltgreat  confidence  that  it  would 
work  well. 

Mr.  B.  then  proceeded  to  call  tbe  attention  of 
the  committee  lo  tbe  reduction  of  the  pay  of  the 
enlisted  men  from  eight  to  six  dollars  a  month; 
and  said  that  this  was  one  dollar  a  month  more 
than  ihe  soldiers'  pay  before  the  war  of  1813,  and 
after  the  war,  on  the  organization  of  the  peace 
establishment.  Besides,  should  a  war  break  oul, 
it  would  be  necessary  to  raise  the  pay  of  the  sol- 
dies,  and  the  reduction  now  would  enable  them 
to  do  so  without  being  under  the  necessity  of 
giving  extravagant  pay.  In  reference  to  the  pay 
of  the  non-commissioned  officers,  though  it  was 
reduced,  it  Was  considerably  more  than  the  hardy 
yeomanry  of  the  country  could  earn  at  the  plow, 
notwiihsianding  their  comparatively  light  service, 
and  Ihe  allowance  of  rations  and  clothing  and 
medical  attendance.  The  eommittee  had  equal- 
ized the  pay  of  the  soldiers  in  the  dragoon,  artil- 
lery, and  infantry;  for  they  saw  no  reason  why 
the  dragoons  should  gel  more  pay  than  ilic  others, 
as  the  duiies  they  had  to  perform  were  not  more 
onerous  thaiy  those  of  the  infantry  and  artillery. 
Mr.  B.  in  conclusion,  expressed  his  objections  to 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  to 
abolish  the  office  of  major  general,  as,  in  fact, 
there  were  fewer  field  officers  than  a  regular  or- 
ganization of  Ihe  peace  eslablishment  would  re- 
quire. A  regular  organization  for  our  present 
force  would  require  two  major  generals  and  four 
brigadier  generals,  whereas  there  was  now  but 
one  major  general  and  two  brigadier  generals. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  oMerved  that  he  had 
no  personal  objections  to  the  major  general,  and 
no feelingsof  malevolence  towards  him  togratify; 
but  his  sole  design,  in  offering  his  amendment, 
was  to  promote  the  public  good.  He  saw  no 
earthly  use  for  the  office,  as  it  was  now  conducted , 
and  could  not  consent  to  paying  this  gentleman 
(8,000  a  year  for  living  here  in  Washington,  for 
what  purpose  he  coulonot  imagine.  If  ine  major 
general  was  doing  duty  with  the  Army,  or  com- 
manding some  military  division,  he  should  iiot 
abject;  but  he  must  express  his  disapprobation 
of  his  being  placed  here  as  tbe  military  adviser  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  as  some  gentlemen  sug- 
gestetl.  Mr.  D.  referred  to  the  difference* as  to 
relative  rank  which  had  formerly  existed  between 
Generals  Scott  and  Gaines,  and  said  he  could  not 
understand  how  the  latter,  whose  date  of  service 
waS'long  prior  to  that  of  the  former,  should  have 
been  placed  under  him.  By  abolishing  the  office 
of  major  general,  there  would  be  three  brigadier 
generals  left  in  the  service,  and  the  difficulty  as 
to  rank  would  be  done  away  with. 

Mr.  HALE  hoped  ihi*  bill  would  not  be  em- 
barrassed by  amendments,  for  *ttch  a  course  would 
tend  to  jeopard  it. 

Mr.  DEAN  was  opposed  to  any  amendment, 
or  any  act  of  legislation,  which  would  reflect  per- 
sonally on  General  Scott.  If  any  man  bad  added 
glory  to  his  country,  it  was  General  Scott,  who 
bad  distinguished  himself  for  his  bravery  anii^his 
gallantry  in  the  fiel<I  of  battle.  Chippewa,  Bridge- 
water, and  Lundy's  Lane,apoke  his  glory.  Bill, 
if  reforms  were  necessary,  let  them  be  made;  and 
he  believed  the  Army  could  be  so  reformed  as  to 
meet  the  approbation  of  the  American  people; 
but,  while  lie  went  for  reforms,  he  would  not  aid 
to  destroy;  he  would  not  strike  at  tbe  war-worn 
veterans  of  the  country. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  lay  aside 
the  Army  bill,  and  take  up  the  bill  for  the  im- 
provement of  western  harbors  and  river*. 


Mr.  WENTWORTH  begged  of  the  genUeman 
from  Kentucky  to  withdraw  his  motion, a*  there 
was  an  understanding  among  the  western  mem- 
bers that  the  bill  should  be  taken  op  early  next 
week.  On  Monday  next,  he  would  be  pleased  to 
cooperate  with  hi*  friend  from  Kentucky;  but,  at 
present,  be  must  vote  against  him,  a*  his  friend 
from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  A.  H.  Read,]  who  had 
ah  important  hand  in  framing  that  bill,  was  now 
absent,  and  was  daily  expe«ted  to  return;  and  Ihe 
undemanding  was,  when  he  left,  thatjlbe  bill 
should  not  be  hurried  on  in  bis  absence.        '  " — 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky,  withdraw  his  mo- 
tion. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  said  his  object  in  pro- 
posing his  amendment  was  toplace  the  Army  as 
it  was  during  tbe  last  war.  They  had  then  sev- 
eral major  generals,  who  were  not  all  equal  in 
command,  for  they  ranked  according  to  the  date 
of  their  commissions,  or  some  other  circumstance 
which  gave  ihem  precedence.  He  wished  to  re- 
lieve the  Treasury  from  the  payment  of  a  major 
general  for  sitting  in  his  parlor  here,  and  dictat- 
ing to  Congress  what  it  should  do.  His  object 
was  to  get  rid  of  the  office;  and  he  had  said  noth- 
ing in  disparagement  of  the  officer.  He  did  not 
wish  lo  see  an  officer  quartered  here  on  the  coun- 
try, filching  from  the  Treasury  some  eight  thou- 
sand dollara  per  annum,  when  he  was  worse  than 
useless.  He  called  upon  the  House  to  do  its  duty 
in  this  matter.  He  commented  on  the  profesaiona 
of  economy- and  retrenchment  which  they  heard 
there,  and  said,  notwithstanding  those  profes- 
sions, when  a  disposition  wa*  shown  to  carry 
them  out,  the  cry  was,  "  this  is  not  the  time;"  or 
"  that  is  not  the  place;"  or  "  retrenchment  then 
is  out  of  order.  He  -appealed  to  the  Hou»e  to 
show  that  they  meant  reform  when  they  talked 
about  reform.  They  had  been  lold  that  they  could 
not  get  ^[ong  without  a  head  for  the  Army;  bat 
how  did  they.get  along  during  the  war?  Had 
they  any  one  man  then  placed  above  the  rest? 
And  if  they  got  along  in  time  of  war  without  one 
man  being  placed  above  the  rest  by  virtue  of  any 
special  enactment,  why  eould  they  not  get  along 
in  time  of  peace  ?  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  had 
told  Ihem,  if  they  passed  this  amendment,  they 
would  reflect  personally  on  General  Scott;  but  ha 
should  like  to  know  by  what  system  of  logic  the 
gentleman  could  make  that  appear.  He,  ho  wever, 
wished  no  pensions  to  be  paid  under  the  head  of 
pay;  if  pensions  were  to  be  given,  let  them  be 
given  as  pensions.  He  would  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  what  he  thought  of  the  reflection  on 
General  Jackson  when  he  was  legislated  out  of 
the  Army  ?  Was  that  a  personal  reflection  i  Nor 
was  this  a  personal  reflection  on  General  Scott. 
He  entertained  as  high  a  regard  for  Gteneral  ScStt 
as  the  gentleman  from  Ohio;  but  he  also  had  a 
great  regard  for  the  interests  of  the  country. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  said  he  had  a  very  few 
remarks  to  make-in  reply  to  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana;  be  did  not  propose  to  touch  at  all  on  any 
question  of  difference  between  General  Gaine* 
and  General  Sooll,  or  their  services  to  the  coun- 
try. Nor  should  he  inquire  into  the  propriety  of 
the  rank  of  General  Scott;  for  the  fact  was,  that 
the  proper  authority  of  ibis  country  had  conferred 
on  him  the  office  be  held,  lAid  that  was  sufficient 
to  induce  bim  to  respect  General  Scoti  as  an  offi- 
cer of  tbe  rank  to  which  he  had  been  raised. 
There  was  no  comparison  between  this  case  and 
that  of  General  Jackson;  in  the  latter  cose,  there 
was  a  reduction  of  the  Army,  some  of  whom 
must  necessarily  be  disbanded;  but  here  there 
was  no  propodiiion  to  legislate  General  Scott  out 
of  the  Army,  because  of  a  superabundance  of 
officera  high  in  rank,  but  to  degrade  him  from  the 
rank  which  he  holds.  If  gentlemen  desired  that 
the  office, should  be  abolislied,  let  them  provide 
prospectively  for  its  abolishment;  ondnotoegrade 
an  honorable  and  high-minded  officer,  and  drive 
him  from  the  service.  What  did  the  gentleman 
mean  when  he  talked  of  money  being  filched  from 
the  Treasury,  as  applied  to  that  officer?  Did  the 
gentleman  mean  to  say  that  General  Scott  had 
received  money  to  which  he  was  not  lawfully  en- 
titled ? 

Mr  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  said  he  had  spoken 
with  reference  to  the  office  only;  and  not  with 
reference  to  the  gentleman  who  at  present  filled 
the  office. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  continued.  There  wa*  na 
imputation,  then,  upon  General  Scott.  The  geo- 
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lleman  admitted  that  be  only  received  what  the 
law  gave  him;  end  because,  in  the  estimation  of 
the  gentleman,  tbc  law  gave  him  too  much  pay, 
be  called  it  filching  from  the  Treasury.  How 
was  it  filching  from  the  Treasury?  It  was  paid 
in  obedience  to  the  law  of  Congress.  It  was  Con- 
gress, then,  which  filched  from  the  Treasurv. 
Ho  would  not  detain  the  committee,  for  be  could 
not  believe  for  a  moment  that  the  amendment 
would  be  adopted.    ^>~>.-,^^' 

JMr.  HALK^igiH^S^to  say  a  word  or  two  in 
{ggMirt^M^ourse  which  ho  should  take,  and  in 
reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Indiana.  It  seemed 
to  him  that  it  did  not  require  an  excess  of  that 
candor  which  should  exist  in  every  human  brceist, 
to  admit  that  the  course  which  he  thought  it  ne- 
cessary to  pursue  was  not  dictated  by  a  desire  to 
withhold  bis  aid  in  the  reform  of  any  abuse.  He 
would  take  this  occasion  to  say  to  the  gentleman, 
that,  so  far  from  this  being  the  case,  he  bad  not 
yet  intimated  to  the  House  one  iota  of  the  reform 
which.  If  an  opportunity  should  be  afforded  him, 
be  intended  to  introduce.  [A  laugh.]  He  would 
begin  by  abolishing  the  whole  system  of  courts- 
martial,  which  were  nothing  else  than  a  most 
odious  relic  of  barbarism.  Hie  would  elevate  the 
civil  power,  and  bring  the  Army  and  Navy  down. 
He  would  do  something  towards  elevating  the 
condition  of  the  common  soldier;  he  would  level 
upwards  as  well  as  down.  It  was  for  this  reason 
that  he  would  not  ingraft  this  amendment  upon 
the  bill. 

Mr.  .\DAMS  said  be  felt  called  upon  to  say  a 
▼cry  few  words  upon  this  amendment,  for  which 
be  could  not  vote,  not  only  on  the  ground  which 
had  already  been  set  forth  by  other  members,  but 
also  on  one  ground  which  bad  not  been  noticed. 
The  gentleman  who  moved  the  amendment  had 
assumed  that  the  office  of  commander-in-chief 
was  unnecessary;  but  he  presumed  that  if  the 
gentleman  was  called  upon  to  produce  proofs  in 
support  of  that  position,  he  would  find  some  dif- 
ficulty in  doing  it.  If  the  gentleman  were  to  apply 
to  the  President  of  the  United  Stales  for  his  opin- 
ion upon  the  point,  he  would  not  find  him  willing 
to  declare  that  the  office  was  useless.  This  he. 
would  find  to  be  true,  not  only  in  refcreiire  to  the 
present  President,  but  every  one  from  Mr.  Mon- 
roe down  tu  the  present.  When  the  Army  was 
reduced,  in  1821,  General  Jackson  was  legislated 
out  of  office,  because  he  was  one  of  two  major 
generals;  but  it  was  never  thought  that  there 
should  be  none. 

He  thought  it  would  be  rather  precipitate  ac- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  House  to  determine  upon 
the  mere  opinions  of  one  or  two  genilcnien  here, 
that  the  office  of  major  general  was  useless.  With 
respect  lo  the  eflfect  it  would  have  on  ihe  present 
incumbent,  he  felt  bound  lo  say  that  he  thought 
it  would  be  an  ill  return  for  his  great  serritoes, 
botb  in  time  of  war  and  in  time  of  peace.  As 
far  as  related  to  the  pay  and  compensation  of  the 
Army,  he  thought  probably  he  should  feel  bound 
to  vote  in  favor  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
retrenchment;  and  he  would  do  so  in  considera- 
tion of  the  public  interest,  and  not  because  his 
feelings  would  prompt  such  diminution  of  pay; 
and  with  respect  to  General  Scott,  he  could  say 
that  he  received  not  tfhe  doUarMnoro  than  he  de- 
served from  his  country. 

Mr.  HARALSON  said  it  was  with  reluctance 
that  he  detained  the  committee  wilh  any  remarks, 
as  be  knew  they  were  anxious  to  take  the  vote  j 
'jpcn  the  amendment  which  had  been  proposed; 
but  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  do  so,  for  be  was 
apprehensive  that  theamendment  would  be  incor- 
porated in  the  bill.  He  had  none  of  those  feel- 
ings in  regard  to  Generals  Scotland  Gaines  which 
some  gentlemen  appeared  to  have.  Those  gen- 
tlemen bad  shown  themselves  gallant  on  every 
occasion  when  tba  country  required  their  ser- 
vices; and  he  would  not  detract  from  their  well- 
meriied  reputation.  He  hoped  that  gentlemen 
would  not  suffer  their  opinions  to  be  influenced 
lightly  on  this  subject.  It  was  as  necessary  that 
Uiere  should  be  a  head  officer  of  llie  Army  tu  that 
there  should  be  a  heed  officer  in  any  department 
of  the  Government.  But  it  was  objected  to  be- 
cause the  officer  resided  at  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton; and  because,  ns  gentlemen  seemed  to  sup- 
pose, the  office  was  a  siiiccurc.  He  befrged  to 
dissent  from  this  opinion.  He  thought  Wash- 
ington was  the  must  suitable  |5lace  for  the  resi- 
dence of  the  coiumaiider  of  tiie  Army,  that  he 


might  b»ve  ready  eommnnieation  with  all  parts 
of  the  Union.  The  time  had  never  been  when 
that  officer  refused  to  go  in  person  to  any  quarter 
of  the  country  where  nia  services  were  required. 
He  hoped  gentlemen  would  consider  well  oefore 
they  consented  to  abolish  an  office  which  was  so 
necessary  as  that  of  Commander-in-Chief  of  the 
Army. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  observed  that  it  was 
owing  to  the  gallantry  and  achievements  of  Gen- 
eral Scott  that  they  were  now  enabled  to  sit  there 
in  safety  to  legislate  him  out  of  office.  He  flat- 
tered himself  that  there  was  no  danger  of  this 
proposition  being  adopted;  t^ut  be  would  entreat 
those  gentlemen  who  were  disposed  to  fkvor  it  to 
bear  in  mind  what  the  country  owed  to  this  dis- 
tinguished officer. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Davis,  of  Indiana;  and  it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  then  offered  an  amend- 
ment to  reduce  the  pay  of  the  major  general  from 
$350  a  month  to  $250. 

This  amendment  was  also  rejected. 

The  Clerk  proceeded  with  the  reading  of  tbe 
bill  by  sections;  but  was  interrupted  at  line  nine- 
ty-three by 

Mr.  COLES,  who  inquired  if  an  amendment 
to  the  first  section  would  be  in  order? 

Tbe  CHAIRMAN  answered  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  COLES  said  he  was  constrained  to  make 
some  remarks  at  this  stage  of  tbe  bill.  He  was 
as  much  in  favor  of  economy  and  retrenchment 
aa  any  member  of  the  House;  but  be  doubted 
whether  any  efficient  reform  would  be  effected  in 
the  manner  proposed.  Ho  was  satisfied  that  this 
bill,  if  passed,  would  share  the  fate  of  many 
others,  and  be  repealed  at  the  next  session  of 
Congress.  Many  attempts  had  heretofore  been 
made  to  regulate  the  pay  of  tbe  officers  of  tbe 
Army  by  fixed  salaries;  but  they  bad  always 
failed. 

Mr.  BLACE,  of  South  Carolina,  begged  lAve 
to  explain  that  the  system  of  salaries  bad  been 
tried,  and  with  success.  The  paymaster  gene- 
ral and  surgeon  general  of  the  Army  were  sala- 
ried officers,  and  had  been  so  for  years. 

Mr.  COLES  said  he  granted  that  these  two 
cases  presented  an  argument  apparently  in  favor 
of  the  principle,  but  they  were  wholly  different 
from  the  rest  of  the  Army;  they  were  at  the  head 
of  bureaus  here  in  Washington,  and  not  situated 
as  other  officers  were.  He  was  satisfied  that  the 
plan  proposed  in  tbe  bill  was  impracticable,  and 
would,  if  adopted,  be  repealed  if  found  not  to 
work  well.  Mr.  C.  also  expressed  his  objec- 
tions to  the  bill,  that  it  would  create  inequalities 
in  the  compensation  of  officers.  He  would  prefer 
postponing  the  bill  till  more  information  was  had 
on  the  subject;  and,  with  this  view,  moved  that 
the  committee  rise. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

Messrs.  BL.\CE,  of  Sooth  Carolina,  and 
COLES  severally  explained. 

.Mr.  BIDLACK  made  some  observations,  and 
the  first  section  was  then  passed,  and  the  commit- 
tee proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  those  that 
succeeded,  in  which  some  verbal  corrections,  were 
made,  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Black,  of  South 
Carolina. 

Some  other  amendments  were  proposed,  and 
negatived. 

Mr.  T.  SMITH  proposed  to  add  a  proviso  to 
tbe  end  of  the  twelfth  section,  providing  that 
nothing  therein  contained  should  be  so  construed 
as  to  prevent  promotions  in  the  Army. 

Mr.  HALE  deemed  tbe  proviso  unnecessary. 

The  CHAIRMAN  put  the  question;  but  there 
was  no  quorum  voting. 

Tellers  were  called  for  and  ordered. 

Messrs.  Kennbdt,  of  Maryland,  and  T.  Smith 
were  appointed;  and,  after  having  counted  the 
votes,  they  reported — oyes  75,  noes  40. 

So  the  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  COLE^S  moved  to  amet>d,  by  adding  to  the 
fourteenth  section  the  following: 

And  thnt  nil  law«  rcgiilaiing  nr  authoritlng  the  nppolnt- 
meiit  of  fomj^  and  wagOB-o»«ieti  be,  and  ttie  Mow  ore 
hereby,  re[iealvd. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  C.  also  moved  to  amend  the  fifteenth  sec- 
tion by  adding: 

Thai  hereafLer  no  |>n>f«»OT  shall  be  appointed  except 
from  the  Armv. 

Messrs.  CLINTON,  and  BLACK  of  South 


Carolina,  opposed  the  aracndnent.  It  was  alio 
opposed  by  Mr.  ADAMS.  He  said  be  thought 
the  appointing  power  ought  to  have  the  wholt 
range  of  civil  life  to  choose  from,  and  that  a  sort 
of  privileged  order  ought  not  to  be  set  up  by  coa- 
fining  it  to  the  Army. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  committee  rose,  and  reported  that  they  had 
come  to  no  resolution; and 

The  House  adjourned. 

The  following  petitions  presented  to^dajr  w«s  kaadcd  a 
the  reporteni  by  the  niemtierfi  presenting  tliem: 

By  Mr.  LABRANUHE:  The  peiiiifln  of  ciiiimi  of  the 
parishes  of  Natcliiuichea  and  Sabine,  State  of  LooiMSnn, 
tor  the  construction  of  ^  military  mad  Iwtween  tlte  tows  uf 
Natchitoches  anil  ttie  nvcr  Sabine  ;  which  was  Kfeired  to 
Ihe  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

AlsoHhe  petition  of  citizens  of  the  parish  of  St.  Mary, 
State  of  Louisiana,  remonslraling  a«ainst  tho  remoTsI  of 
the  custom  house  frooi  Franklin  to  Patersoprille ;  irhleli 
was  referred  lo  the  Oommitlce  on  Commerce. 

ByMr.  IIOGE:  The  petition  of  William  J.  Fbtlps  tad 
forty-six  others,  citizens  of  Hercer  cuuniy,  in  the  State  of 
1 1  liiiois,  pmyi  ng  Congress  lo  grajil  a  section  of  land  for  school 
purposes,  in  lieu  of  section  sixteen,  in  township  aumber 
fifteen  north,  range  three  west,  of  the  foonh  priacipal  ms- 
ridian ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Coamiuee  aa  faUie 
Lands. 

By  Mr.  8CHENCK :  Tlie  petitiM  of  D.  W.  Noble  va 
two  hundred  and  nineteen  oiiiers,  citiEcns  of  Monigomefy 
county,  OlUo,  praying  for  a  reduction  of  Uie  pay  aud  mileage 
of  members  of  Congress;  which  was  referred  to  tbe  SelMt 
Comniiltee  on  itetrenehinent. 

By  Mr.  HUNT,  of  New  York:  The  petllinn  of  eiiiiiM 
of  Niagara  county,  New  York,  for  an  amendment  of  lbs 
naturalization  laws. 

Also,  Uie  petiliou  of  one  hnndred  and  twenty  eilizess,fbr 
improving  the  barracks  of  tbe  soldiers  at  Furl  Niagara. 

By  Mr.  RAM:3EY:  The  petition  of  John  C.  l«ssi|, 
Charles  Stores,  and  numerous  others,  citizens  of  Sctisrl. 
kill  county,  Pennsylvania;  the  petition  of  James  Banlao), 
N.  M.  Wilson,  and  sixly-tive  otliers.  oC  the  samo  |itace; 
the  petition  of  Thomas  Williams,  Samuel  Stentieiis,  aiul 
forty  others,  of  the  same  place ;  the  petition  of  John  Siao, 
Francis  Conner,  and  othcrv,  oif  the  same  place  ;  all  pro. 
testing  ngnin«t  any  interference  with  llie  tariff  of  OAi. 

ByMr.  KING,  of  New  York:  The  petition  of Ctatlet 
Dagan  and  others,  for  a  law  granting  a  pension  to  Mary 
Seger,  widow  of  Peter  Seger,-  a  revolutionary  soldier; 
wliich  was  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  ReTuluiioaary  f<a- 
sions. 

.  By  Mr.  BLACK  WELL :  The  petition  of  William  Bots- 
head  and  one  hundred  and  twenty -six  nUiers.  prsyiiigthat 
the  company  of  Captain  John  B.  t^rpxier,  volunteers  esUed 
out  by  the  Governor  of  Tennessee,  in  compliance  KiUia 
requisition  of  ttie  President  ol  the  tJniled  States,  iu  1^, 
be  allowed  pay  for  their  services  at  the  same  nle  otben 
were  paid. 

By  Mr.  BUFFIN6T0N  :  The  peUlinn  «f  Mou  Wilkia- 
son,  of  Indiana  county,  Pennsylvaata,  a  revoluitoaaiy  sol- 
dier for  an  increase  of  his  pensloa. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Satdrdat,  March  29,  1844. 
Mr.  ROBERTS,  by  leave,  presented  a  resoln- 
tion  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Minia- 
slppi,  instructing  the  Senators  and  requesting  the 
ReprescnttAVes  from  said  State  in  the  Congrea 
of  the  United  States  to  use  exertions  to  have  the 
price  of  public  lands  in  thatState  reduced;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union. 

EXECUTIVE  COMUUNICATIORS. 

Tbe  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  saodry 
executive  communications: 

A  letter  fVom  the  Secretary  of  State,  tnuwnit- 
ting  an  abstract  of  returns  of  collectors  of  cos- 
toms,  pursuant  to  the  act  of  May,  1796,  for  tbe 
relief  and  protection  of  American  seamen,  show- 
ing the  number  of  rggistercd  seamen  in  each  pott 
of  entry  in  the  United  States,  made  agreeably  to 
the  act  of  2d  May,  1799;  which  letter  and  ab- 
stract were  laid  upon  the  table. 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  TresiBrT. 
transmitting  a  report  from  the  Register  of  ib« 
Treasury,  shov/ing  the  quantity  and  value  of  oa- 
manufactured  wool  imported  during  the  yean 
1840,  1841,  1842,  and  1843;  which  letter  sih]  te- 
port  we're  ordered  to  lie  on  tbe  table. 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
trunsmittingareport,&c., in  relation  to  theeltinn 
of  the  heirs  of  tbe  late  Jean  Baptistc  Macaity; 
which  was  referred  to  tbe  Comtnittee  on  PrivsK 
Land  Claims. 

A  letter  from  the  Secretai^  of  the  Treasory,  is 
relation  to  the  public  lands  in  the  Slates  of  (nio> 
Indiana, IllinolR,  Missouri, Alabama,  Mississippi, 
Louisiana,  Michigan,  and  Arkansas;  which  *•> 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  following  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War, 
transmitting  copies  of  all  papers  and  corre«p«ii<l- 
ence  in  bis  Department  relating  to  Liculiiuol 
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Eraxion  Bragg,  of  the  UniteJ  Slates  Army;  which 
Ifticr  was  laid  6;i  the  table. 

War  Dkcaktment,  starch  28, 18-li. 

Sir:  Ihav.' thP  lienor  111  ^irkiniwIcdgL'  tliu  rectHpl  of  a 
rps'ilutloii.  ail0|ilcil  yoncrriay  by  iIip  llouso  of  Iteiirenoiila- 
liv«'?,  ilin'c(lni(  »i<*  to  '•  reptiri  nii  iirfl<;r  or  Ifller  sciil  by  the 
Hiljut»til  griii;r;il  ui  Li('Utt;iiLinl  llr:utoii  lir.-l"2,  of  Ihu  LJlii- 
leil  Sluita  Atlliy,""  ur  nbiiill  liiirJUlh  day  i.l'.\lilrcliin9l.inl, 
mill  aho  ri'tiuiriiig  I'rnin  ihi,*  Dfp.intiicnl  cc-rlniii  infnrnia- 
li.in  ill  relfiTiicc  in  thai  iitdiT,  and  ilioarresl  oll-icmeiianl 
ilrug^.  an  well  as  the  sul>fit--quciil  pruceedinjis  lahoii  iigaiunt 
mat  iill'icer  liy  Uie  coiliiiiuhdiii|:gi'Mernl  iit  tho  Army. 

ill  citiiiiiliaiice  Willi  llic  call  lliuis  lliaile  ii|i<iii  ir.e.  I  trans- 
mil  licrewltli  copien  of  all  tliu  iiapvri  on  file  in  lln^  Di!|iarl- 
THi'iitwIiirh  M'Inie  to  (lii'soi'erallirniiclii'5  of  llie  above  reso- 
lulion.  and  iipini  wliii-li  I  am  dircrlcd  in  lurnisli  inronnntion. 

Oil  the  IfUi  or  IJili  insiniil,  llie  tnniinaiuliiis  i-incral  laid 
before  me  llie  procet-iliiiss  of  a  nioeling  of  llie  officers  of 
llie  fnunll  rcj-iliient  of  artillery,  llcli!  nl  ton  Monroe  on  the 
Till  iii>lnnt,  lor  the  piirtMise  *' of  lakiiie  int*  consideration 
llje  propriclyof  sendiiift  adeleffale  to  Wa^litiiglon  to  attend 
to  their  iiilcfcstij."  Notwith.-itainiingtheolhcersof  this  regi- 
liieitt  hail  concluilcd  it  was  iliexpcdii  ul  lo  peiul  a  dele(jale 
in  Washington,  my  atleistinn  was,  hi  Uic  snnie  tiiiip, called 
to  the  proliahiliiy  that  oilier  repiinents  iiiislit  have  deputed 
iiueli  (lele^'.itions.  In  llie  renuuks  indorsed  on  those  pro- 
ceedini;»,  dated  the  lUlli  instant,  this  Uepatlnient  intended 
to  convey  il-s  SKiisi;  of  the  impropriety  of  the  practice  of 
officers  of  the  Army  orjtnnirini!  themselves  for  llic  purpose 
oCdi-ciissiii!!  mililary  regulalioiis,  or  measures  before  t'on- 
Itress,  and  aBitnliiigtlie  ilileslion  of  sending  olficer*  from 
their  |M.sls  and  dulics  lo  attend  as  ileleiiales  at  llie  seal  of 
Giiveriiinent,  and  at  llie  same  time  lo  mark  with  its  inosl 
decided  censure  any  case  in  which  this  orglnijalion  had 
aetltally  ted  tolheappnirilingand  sending  of  such  ilclegalea.. 
The  course  to  be  pursmd  in  carsjiiig  these  intentions  inio 
clTecl  were,  however,  left  to  the  dUeretion  and  judgment 
of  the  coniinanditig  itenernl.  On  my  npplicniion  lo  this 
otricir.  he  has  just  intbrmcd  me  that  the  •'  supposition"  of 
l.ieuteiinnl  Hraag  being  a  delegate  wan  |iredicaled  niioii 
fads  which  ca-n.illy  eniiie  to  his  knowledge,  hut  titrough 
no  distinctly  i^lichil  source,  and  which,  he  thinks,  hiive 
l»*eii  I'lillv  sustained  and  corroborated  by  the  coiiditcl  .ind 
letl»rnf  Lieutenant  Drags  himself.  I'laeingluB  reliance  in 
Ihe  military  experielice'nnd  sagacity  of  the  comiiianihng 
general,  the  course  he  has  pursued  in  this  case  for  iiiain- 
lainiiig  snbordiiialioa  and  discipline,  received  and  carries 
with  It  tny  full  approbniion.  So  pmfounil  was  his  regard 
for  the  privileges  of  the  llfifisc  of  llepreseiilatives,  niid  so 
cniitioiis  was  he  that  no  mililary  order  einaiinting  fronl  the 
uiljulaiit  general's  otiice  should  even  iiilerfere  with  the  per- 
sonal wishes  or  convenience  of  gem  leiiien  of  thai  body,  that 
in  Ihe  order  of  the  iOili  inslnnl  lor  Ihe  rclurn.  foriliwilli,  of 
I.ieuteiianl  Bragg  lo  his  duties,  it  is  expressly  provided  not  I 
to  take  ellicl  il  Lientcnaiil  Bragg  should  "  he  under  the 
buiiiinoiis  of  a  coniinitlee  of  Congress,  or  under  exainina- 
tioii  by  some  such  coiiitntttee." 

I  big  leave  to  express  the  belief  that  the  aceoinpanying 
papers  will  show  to  the  House  llial  l.ieuieiianl  Bragg  was 
not  arnrsted  for  reinaiiiing  in  VVasllhiglmi  when  in  attend 
mice  heloreacoinmilteeofihe  House.  He  was  not  arrested 
until  after  the  lime  he  had  himself  reported  th.nt  he  would 
lie  iliscliarg'd  from  atteinlance  on  the  comiiiiiiee  ;  nor  wan 
lie  ordered  lo  leave  Washinglon  before  the  lime  he  hud  also 
liiniself  uppoinled  lor  his  departure. 

I  mil  soiiiewhal  embarrassed  as  lo  the  manner  in  which 
I  shall  notice  the  Ia..l  clause  of  the  resolution.  It  requires 
me  to  inform  the  House  •■  whether  the  proceedings  against 
Lieutenant  Brasg  were  not  inilnced  by  Ihe  fears  or  suspi- 
cions cil  the  major  general  ctnniiiainling  in  chief,  of  inforiu- 
tttioii  said  Lieuf  iiant  Bragg  iva»  supposed  lo  be  imparling 
lo  coniliiitlees  or  ineinbersof  the  House." 

The  avowed  causes  fur  the  arrest  will  lie  seen  In  the 
cliargcii   and  specidcHtions  prelVrreil  ngainBl   Lieutenant 

i  liave  no  knowledge  whatever  of  the  existence  or  influ- 
ence of  any  such  tears  or  suspicions.  My  knowledge  of  the 
high  and  honorable  character,  and  gallant  and  lilithful  ser- 
victrp  lu  his  country  of  the  commanding  general  of  the 
Army,  would  ptoinplly  forbid  my  Bntertaining  lor  a  mo 
mem,  the  slisliiest  suspicion  of  his  being  acliialed  by  liio- 
lir«H  Hfi  unworthy,  anil  so  totally  incompatible  with  llie 
tenor  (il  his  whole  niililary  life. 

Very  res(iecllully,  your  obedient  servant, 

VVir/l.lAM  WILKIN'S,  Sccrelary  of  War. 
Hon-  Jntin  W.  JoNKs, 

Speaker  of  Ihe  Hoitxc  of  Repreientativct. 

Fort  >!onrob.  Va.,  Mtreh  7,  1844. 

Gkhrbai,:  Ala  ineeling  of  the  otficersof  llie  fourlh  regi- 
mom  of  artillery  held  at  this  post,  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
into  eoiisideralinn  the  propriety  of  sending  a  delegate  lo 
W.asliiiistoii  to  attend  to  their  iiiteresls,  llie  lihdersigned, 
their  coinmiitec,  were  directed  to  express  llie  uniUiinioUH 
coiiviclion  of  the  olBcers  of  the  fouitli  artillery  present, 
•  -tiKitin  llie  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Army  they  already 
|,nssev<.-:cri  Ihe  best  of  dehgalcs,  one  who  had  always  shown 
liiiiiM)'tf  ready  to  defend  the  rlshts,  and  proinol"!  the  hesl  in- 
H-renls  of  ihe  service  ;  tliat  they  are  fully  satisfied  that  no 
elf'tri^  will  be  spared  lo  ward  off  the  tlirtaleiied  attack 
ac^'inst  the  ofgani/.atioii  of  the  corps  lo  which  they  belong, 
nn.i  Hint  they  will  thankfully  receive  any  Bi.sgeslion  which 
lie  innv  ileein  proper  to  offer  for  their  luliiro  guidance  on 
this  i«llbject." 

Willi  the  highest  reaped,  we  are,  general,  your  most  nbe- 
di^^nl  «crvanu,  F.  S.  Bl'.LTON, 

Mnjor.  Vh  Jtrtilhry. 
JOHN  MONIIOE, 
Brenel  Major,  illt  JlrliUery. 

HAiivi'.y  B^H)W^. 

iJrrerr  M.ijor,  Mh  Artillery. 
•AJ.K.X.  K.  SHIUAS, 
Firtf.  Liettlruaiit,  Alh  Jlrtiller^i. 
(iV.O.  VI.  IIAINiS, 
Scconil  UciUKXUint ,  4M  JirlUlcry, 
To  Mnjor  General  Wtsriiii.D  ricoTT, 

Cminani*cr-ii.-C/i(c/  L'nifeJ  Stala  ^riny. 


[Indorteiiienl  of  tli<!  Secretary  of  War  on  the  foregoing 
letter.) 
War  DEPARTMR^tT,  JfirrcA  19,  1844. 

Sir:  ''The  rights  and  interests  of  the  service"  will  al- 
ways lind  .ample  securiiv  in  the  aileiilion  of  the  President, 
C  yiiirself,  niidof  the  head  of  this  Department.  However 
proper  may  have  heen  the  '•  unanimouHConvicIion"  of  the 
orticera  of  the  4tli  nrtiilery,  expresseil  as  within,  at  their 
meeting,  yet  I  cannot  approve  any  measures  adopted  by  the 
iirticer*  of  the  Army  for  the  purpose  of  sending  delegalos 
in  Washinglon  ciiy  to  attend  Congress,  either  lor  the  pur- 
pose of  *'  warding  off"  or  promoting  any  particular  action 
touching  their  nrganizatioii.  t*oinclinies  the  personal  at- 
tendance of  officers  from  a  distance  may  be  required  by  Ihe 
Deparunent  lo  communicate  necessary  and  iiniiorlant  in- 
formation, lu  «uch  eases,  orders  through  you  will  justify 
llieir  presence. 

If  any  olFicers  of  the  Army  arc  now  here  in  the  capacity 
of  delegates,  you  wiil  please  lo  order  llieiii  lo  return  lu  Uieir 
duties. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  iervant, 

'       "^  WM.  WILKINS, 

Stcrt  tary  of  War. 
Major  Gcncml  Scott,  Comntandins  the  ^rmy. 

Adjutant  Gekerai.'s  OpricE, 

Wasiiinoton,  JIIarfA 'ill,  1844. 

8l»  :  On  the  supposition  that  you  nrc  in  this  city  as  a  del- 
egate, formally  or  inforinally  deputed,  to  represent  the  in- 
terests of  yrnir  regiment  or  grade,  in  connectinn  with  meas- 
ures before  Congress,  or  expected  lo  be  brought  forward  in 
that  honorable  body,  the  general  in  chief  has  received  Ihe 
insirucltons  of  ihe  executive,  itirougli  the  VVar  Deparunent, 
lo  order  you  forthwith  to  return  to  your  post  or  duties,  un- 
less, indeed,  you  should  be  under  the  sumtnons  of  a  eom- 
inittee  of  Congress,  or  under  an  exatninatinn  by  some  such 
coininillee. 

If  Ihe  above  supposition  be  incorrect,  you  will  report  the 
fact  for  consideration  at  general  headquarters. 

]  am,  sir,  very  respeciuilly.  your  obedient  servant, 

R.}0\ES,  Jliljutant  General. 

First  Ltenlennnt  Braxton  Bragu, 

7'Aird  .^rliUeiy,  Waihiugton  City. 

Washisotok,  20th  March,  1S44. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  2»ili  instant,  calling  for 
certain  mppo^cd  facts  connected  with  my  presence  in  this 
city,  I  liave  ihe  honor  lo  inclose  you  a  copy  of  an  order 
granling  me  a  leave  of  absence,  which  has  not  yet  expired  ; 
and  al.-io  lo  inform  you  that  I  had  intended  leaving  here  on 
the  morning  of  llie'22<l  for  my  post,  unless  detained  by  some 
unforeseen  occurrence. 

I  take  great  pleasure  in  stating  that  I  shall  never  fail, 
either  here  or  elsewhere,  lo  sustain,  lo  the  ulinost  of  niy^ 
abilities,  what  I  conceive  lo  be  the  inten-sLs  of  my  regiment' 
ami  grade  ;  and  1  must  acknowledge  the  honor  done  me  in 
supposing  1  am  the  delegated  organ  of  either. 

As  I  am  in  iloubl  as  to  the  inlentioii  of  your  letter,  please 
inform  me  whether  1  nin  lo  consider  il  as  an  order  to  rejoin 
my  post. 

i  itif,  fiir,  kc,  BIIAX'N  BR.^GG, 

Firit  Lieutenant  Tlmd  JirlWenj. 
To  General  R.  JoHia,  ..adjutant    General    United   Stale) 

Jirmy. 

rCopy  oforiler  inclosed  in  Lirntnnant  Dragg'i  letter  of 

March  20,  1844. J 

Special  Orders,  No.  7, 

IlEADQBAtlTKRH,  BlollTU  MtltTARV  DepaRTSKMT, 
Fout  Mouitrie,  S.  C-.  Fe}imary'lfi,  1844. 
Leave  of  nbsence'for /Air/yrtmri.  from  March  1,  is  granted 
to  First  Lieutenant  B.  Bragg,  Third  Artillery;  at  the  expi- 
ration of  which  he  will  rejoin  his  company. 
By  order  of  Brigadier  General  Arinstead  : 

W.  A.  BllOWNE, 
Z.ieii(em>n(  Third  jirlWery,  Jl.  A.  A.  O. 

Wasuinoton  City,  MarchQ},  1S44. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  lo  iiitbrm  you  that,  in  obedience 
lo  the  inclosed  order,  the  Hergeant"at-.\rms  of  the  House 
of  Itepresentatives  has  this  day  served  on  me  a  summons 
to  attend  as  a  wiiness  before'  the  '*  Coiumiuce  on  Public 
Kxpeiidillires." 

Upon  a  reconsideration  of  your  letter  of  yesterdtiy,  I  had 
determined  to  leave  ibis  city  as  soon  as  pniclicable,  and 
must  now  request  your  instructions,  tlic  order  of  Uic  exec- 
utive having  terminated  my  leave. 
1  am,  sir,  most  resiiectCulty, 

BRA.X'N  BBAGO, 
•         Firtt  Lieutenant  Third  Artillery. 
General   IL  Jones, 

Adjutant  General  United  Stata  Amy. 

rCopv  of  the  suminnns  served  upon  Lieutenant  Bragg  by 
the  Sergeant  at  Anns  of  the  House  of  Rcprcsenialives, 
referred  to  in  bis  letter  of  March  21,  1841.] 

House  or  Keprrsentativgs, 

Wasuinoton,  March  21,  1844. 
Sir  :  Voti  arc  hereby  required  lo  summon  Lieutenant 
Braxton  Bragg,  of  Ihe  Cnited  Slates  artillery,  to  npppar  and 
testify  before  the  C'ommittee  of  the  said  House  on  Public 
Expenditures,  on  Friday,  the  22d  inslaul,  at  nine  o'clock, 
a.  111. 
By  order  of  the  committee, 

JAMES  G.  CLINTON,  Chairman. 
To  Newton  Lane,  Ksti.,       9 

Scrg«in(-<U-^rm>  Hot«c  o/Rej>re»efi«otleM. 

llotrsE  or  Representatives, 

Wasuinoton.  March  21.  1844. 
Sir  :  In  several  conversations  with  Lieuienanl  Jainea 
Duncan,  of  the  L'niled  Plates  artillery,  eommcnced  al  my 
own  instance,  from  my  knowledge  of  his  having  served  in 
the  Florida  war,  I  became  convinced  that  Ins  tesiiniony 
would  be  lualerial  in  a  tiintlcr  referred  by  the  House  lo  the 
Coiumiiiee  on  Fubhc  Lxpeudiiures,  and  inenlioucd  lo  Mr. 


Duncan  that  lliecommittcc  would  wish  to  avail  themselves 
of  some  knowledge  he  could  impart.  This  morning,  Mr. 
Duncan  informs  inc  that  he  has  received  a  letter  from  you, 
which  he  construes  as  an  order  to  return  to  his  jiosl,  predi- 
cated upon  a  supposition  that  he  was  in  the  city  u|>unsoine 
business  relating  lo  the  Army  consiilered  improper.  Some 
time  since,  I  was  directed  by  the  committee  to  liave  Lieu- 
tenant Duncan,  and  also  Lienieiinnl  Braxton  Bragg,  [sum- 
moned,] relative  in  some  mallets  connected  with  an  expedi- 
tion in  Florida,  and  not  at  all  connected  with  any  grade  of 
oflicers  in  the  Army;  and  only  delayed  having  the  subpe- 
nas  served  because  >;..,  coiDm"iec  had  not  arrived  at  a 
I>oinl  where  their  ttfstiinony  would  CC...2  iu  place. 

1  wine  you  this  note  to  explain  why  Uie  sulip-Ji,  -  "'o 
served  so  lately  as  to-day  upon  those  gentlemen.  ani'"»~~ 
quest  that  volt  will  exonerate  them  from  any  impnWlucll 
lerference  in  Army  mailers,  so  far  as  the  knowlcdgaf  one 
committee  extends.  »to   in 

Very  rcBpectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  „iei. 

JAS.  G.  CLINTON,     j^"=* 
Chairman  Com.  on  Pub.  Krp.  IL 
General  R.  Jones,  Adjut<tiU  General  U.  S.  A. 


.man 


Adjittant  General's  OrrtCE. 

Waskinotos,  March  22,  1844. 
Sltt:  In  reply  to  your  rejiorl  of  yesterday's  dale,  the  gen- 
erai-in-chief  directs  that,  as  soon  as  your  attendance  on  the 
comniiltee  of  Congress,  before  which  you  have  been  sum- 
moned to  appear,  shall  be  dispensed  with,  you  ivill  report 
the  fad,  and  await  further  instrucllnns  from  this  office. 
1  am,  sir,  very  rcspcdfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

K.'  JONES,  ,^i/ju<an(  General. 

To  First  Lieutenant  Braxton  Braoo, 

Third  Artillery,  Wathington. 

WASHlNaTDN  City,  Afurc*  23.  1844. 

Sir:  Having  been  informed  by  the  chairman  of  ihs 
"Committee  on  Public  Ex|s^'iiilitures,"  that  I  may  consider 
myself  as  discliareed  from  turlhcr  attendance  on  said  coin- 
inillee, from  and  alter  to-morrow  innrnlng.  I  have  the  iionor 
to  report  lor  orders,  in  obedience  to  instructions  fn>m  your 
office.  1  am  anxious  to  rejoin  my  company,  and  desire  lo 
leave  here  on  the  morning  of  Uic  27th. 

Iam,»ir,  fcc,  BRAX'N  BRAGG, 

Fintt  Lientenant  Third  Artillery. 
General  R.  Jones,  Adjutant  General  U.  S.  A. 

ADJOTANtGrKKRAI.'s  OfElrE, 

Wasuinoton,  JVforcA  26,  1844. 

Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  M.ajor  General  Scon,  command- 
ing the  .\rmy,  to  snv  to  yon,  that  from  the  receipt  of  this 
note,  you  will  consider  vourscif  in  arrest,  and  that  by  Iha 
train  of  cars  hence  for  linliimore,  lo  morrow  morninc,  you 
will  proceed,  without  delay,  via  that  city  mid  the  Chesa- 
peake bay,  to  Fort  .Monroe.  On  your  arrival  there,  you 
will  report  yourself  as  in  arrest,  liinilcd  to  the  United  Stales 
ground^,  and  wait  for  the  general  court  martial,  lo  be  early 
appointed  for  your  trial  on  certain  charges  which  will  be 
preferred  against  you. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully  your  olwdieni  servant, 

K.  JONES,  AdjulatU  General. 
Lieutenant  Braxton  Braoo. 

Second  Arliltery,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Note.— Von  xvill  please  make  a  written  acknowledg- 
ment of  this  letter  an  soon  as  il  is  received. 

Washinoton  CtTV,  MarekX,  1844. 
Four  o^lock,  p.  111. 
Sir:  Yonr  letter  of  this  date  has  just  been  received  ;  and 
I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  shall  proceed  in  obe- 
dience to  your  instructions. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respecltully,  

'       •        '        >•  BRAX'N  BRAGG, 

*"ir»(  i.i>u(i:nnii(.  Third  Atlillery. 
General  R.  Jones,  ^rfjiitanl  General  United  States  Army, 
Washin»U>n  city. 

Charin  agaimt  First  X,i«i<eiKm«  B.  Bragg,  Third  Ar- 

litlcry. 
CiiAROc  First.— Disobedience  of  nrden,  [NIntli  article 
of  war.] 

Specification.  In  this  :  that  he.  First  Lieutenant  Brax- 
ton Bragg,  of  the  Uniled  Slates  third  reginnnt  of  artillery, 
having,  al  or  about  three  o'clock,  p.  m.,  on  ihe  2uih  of 
March.  1844,  received,  al  Washington,  D.  C,  the  follow- 
ing letter  from  Uie  adjulunl  general  of  the  Army— viz  : 
AD.IUTANT  General's  Ofkice, 
VVashisoton,  March  20,  1814. 
Sir  :  On  the  supposition  that  you  are  in  this  cuy,  as  ■ 
delegate,  formally  or  informally  deputed  to  represent  the  in- 
terests of  your  regiment  or  grade,  in  connection  wiUi  meas- 
ures licforc  Congress,  or  expected  to  be  brought  forward 
in  ihal  honorable  boilv.  Uie  general  in  chief  has  received 
the  instructions  of  the  Executive,  through  the  War  Depart- 
ment, lo  order  you  forlhwiUi  to  return  to  your  post  or  du- 
ties, unless,  indeed,  you  should  be  under  Ihe  summons  of 
a  comniiltee  of  Congress,  or  under  an  exaniination  by  some 
such  comlnillee. 

If  the  aliove  supposition  be  incorrect,  you  will  report  the 
fact  for  considcrniion  al  general  lieailqiiarters. 
1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  JONES,  ^.(jiilun*  General. 
To  First  Lieutenant  Braxton  Braoo, 

Third  Artillery,  WaMnnton  City. 

—Yet  the  said  Lieutenant  Bragg  did  fail  lo  obey  the  in- 

slrucUons  and  orilers  conlained  in  the  *iregoiiig  letter— 

Uial  is,  did  fail  to  leave  tile  said  city  forlluvilh  the  same 

!  evening  or  early  next  morning,  or,  in  default  thereof,  did 

fail  lo  re|iorl,  lus  required  by  said  letter,  that  he  w.is  not 

present  in  the  said  city  as  "a  delegate,  formally  orinform- 

I  ally  deputed  lo  represent  the  interests  of  his  regiment  or 

I  grade,"  or  to  report  Ihul  he  was  under  an  examination  by 

some  committee  of  CongtcBS,  or  under  a  summons  wlUiu 
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▼iew  to  such  an  exnminMinn ;  one  or  nihcr  of  wblcb  acta 
he,  the  Fajd  Lieutennnt  Brngs;,  waa  bound  to  do  under  tile 
rvquirntnenls  ol'^RtU  letter. 

Cbaboe  sscohd.— Rehnving  with  contempt  and  disre- 
apeci  uiwarda  bia  comniaiiding  officcra.  [Sixth  article  of 
war.] 

SpecirtcATiox.— In  (his;  tlint  the  Fai<l  Fint  Lieutenant 
n.  Hra^j;,  ii)  reply  tn  tliu  iitxtnlctlnnscimtained  in  Itie  Iet1er> 
aei  fijrtli  under  ilie  ftrdt  or  pri-ceiiin?  cliarge,  from  ihe  nrtju- 
lani  (eneral  uCthe  Arm)-,  did  write  and  tend  the  rollowiiig 
letter : 

WtaiiiNCTON  Cmr^Mih  Harck,  1844. 

Sill :  In  reply  to  ytu^  letter  of  fM?%l1i  iniitant,  calling 
for  ""H"!!!  iM^yifiJTiI  factt  coaoecteil  with  uiy  presence  in 
'  have  the  honor  to  iiiclORe  you  n  copy  of  an  or- 
linig  me  a  leave  of  ahsence.  whirli  linH  not  yei  ez- 


iQ'lljUld  iil«i»  to  inform  yon  lliAt  I  bad  intended  leavint 
^f  the  ni(»rninf  of  the  32d  for  my  p4H>t,  unletis  deuuneu 
^*''Mie  unfuresuen  occurrence. 

to  «:ke  grivt  plea-urs  in  iiaiing  that  I  shall  never  (hil, 

cea^rliere  or  elsewhere,  tn  sustain,  to  tlie  uunost  of  my 

»:^et*.wbat  I  conceive  to  beitie  interea'tttof  niy  reciment 

Vjade,  and  I  niuoi  aeknowli'4je  tbe  honor  done  me  In 

^^%^in«  that  I  am  tbe  delegated  orjtan  of  either. 

^Jfia  I  am  ill  doubt  na  to  tbe  intention  of  your  letter,  plea«e 

infnnii  me  wbeibtir  I  am  to  coiuidei  It  aa  an  order  to  rejoin 

my  poKt. 

I  a Ir,  fcc,  BRAXV  BRAGG, 

FiT)t  LitiUeumil  Third  AiUllery. 
To  General  S  JoNca.  . 

•jSilJutant  Getterat  United  Sttttet  <Army. 

— Which  letter,  taken  in  eonneciion  witli  that  to  wblcb  it 
repliea,  Ia,  in  iu  whole  tenor,  and  particularly  in  it-'i  M?cniid 
mill  tbird  para:tnip1ii,  Itiijhly  Uixrcr-peeirnl  and  contemptu- 
oiM  totvnrd^  Uie  J're^iili'iit  of  tbe  ITiiitcd  IJtnleA  and  llie 
commanding  ireneral  nt'  the  Army,  lii(>,  tile  aaid  Lieutenant 
Braeg'ricominuridin;;  offlccra,  anil  in  whoiw  name  the  Mid 
letter  frfini  tbe  aifjutanl  ^^Mieml.  i««ll  forth  under  tbe  Or^t  or 
preerdiii<t  cbars**.  bad  been  written  and  delivered  to  tlie 
Biiid  Lieutenant  llmffg. 
Uy  command  of  tbe  general  in  chief, 

s.  c.  RrncELV, 

FirH  Ueiitefuml  Faurtk  ^riitleryf  Judge  Mvoeate. 
Ar<irc437,  IBM. 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  Wnr,  trangmit- 
tiiie  <t  rc|>ort  rclnting  to  a  plan  and  ealimntc  for  a 
liglit-houKe  at  tlie  mouili  of  Genesee  river;  wliicli 
WIS  referred  to  the  CuniiiiUiee  on  Commerce. 

A  letter  from  the  PusiiiinMer  GciiernI,  in  an- 
swer to  a  resolution  of  the  Houaoof  the  5ih  in- 
stant, ns  to  what  steps  have  been  taken  to  prevent 
niid  punish  the  iiifractionsor  the  laws  of  lliu  Uni- 
ted States  prohibiting  the  eaiablishmcnt  of  private 
moils  or  posts  for  the  Iransmisition  of  letters  and 
packets;  which  was  laid  tipon  the  Inblc. 

A  letter  from  the  Poslmaster  General,  trnnamit- 
ting  esiiniales  for  the  si-rvice  of  the  I'ost  Office 
Departmi-nlforlbe  year  commencing  July  1, 1844; 
wliicli  letter  and  rsliinales  were  rrforri'd  to  the 
Committee  on  ihc  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

A  message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
Sinies: 
Tj  the  Ihwe  of  Repre^entaiieea ! 

I  unbuilt  f<»r  tbe  eini'tidenition  of  Coticreiia  the  nceoinpa- 
nj'iiig  eonimuitfcatioii  Utml  A.  raijeni.  Mmi.-ter  IMeniputen - 
tiary  rrii  tnlerjm  of  tbe  King  of  tbe  French,  uiion  the  sub- 
ject of  the  tonniige  tJufifH  ievMMl  on  Preiieb  ve^nel*  cooling 
iiHO  ibe  port-'  of  lile  liiiiied  Stateit  I'nnn  tJie  Ulanda  of  Hi. 
I'ierri'  anil  Itfiqiielnn,  and  |ir(ip(i!-ing  to  place  our  ciMiimer- 
rial  iiitercnunte  with  Ibn^e  iflHni1«>  upon  tiio  Kiiue  frMUiai; 
n*  now  cxista  tvilh  tbe  Inland!,  of  Martinuine  niiil  Giiailu- 
lii|ie,  aa  r»f ulaied  by  tlie  act  uf  dtb  Mav.  ISOA.  and  of  ilie 
IWi  of  July,  leai.  JOHN  TVLER. 

DRY-DOCK  AT  PHILADELPHIA. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  of  Pennsylvania,  offered  the 
following  resolution: 

ftewlrcfl.  That  the  report  of  the  majortiy  of  Ibe  Cnmntit- 
tei- on  Nivnt  .MlairH,  atlvcrse  to  a  dry-iloekat  Pliiladelpbia, 
inade  on  tbe  138tb  ullinio,  be  reconitnitled  to  anid  commit 
Xi*r,  with  instrueiion.<  hi  report  a  bill  making  an  appropria- 
tion lor  a  dry  dock  at  Hint  port. 

Its  reception  being  objected  to, 

Mr.  MORRIS,  nrPeniiaylvaiUH,  movedasus- 
pciisioit  <if  lite  riiies,  and  called  for  the  yesis  atiil 
nays;  which  were  ordered;  and  bein»  taken,  re- 
sulted— yeas  56,  nays  93;  aa  follows: 

YEA3— Mewr-.  Alibolt.  Adam^,  Axlie.  Uiiker.  Rnrringer, 
Bidlack.  James  Ulnek,  .MiCnn  llrowii.  llnlbii'it'Mi.  Carroll, 
(*lnicll,  Clilia;iivui,  Collanier,  Oiirra:*!),  Garrett  Obvia,  De- 
lierry,  llellet,  F*e*ter,  Giddiiig)'.  WillinGrecn,  Hardin,  Har- 
per, tItidfioH,  Wni'binttloii  Hunt,  Cbarlci  J.  Inger-oll, 
J4mr.pli  U.  Ingeraoll,  Perley  II.  JiibnMiii.  iMluiel  P.  King, 
Mcliviiiiie,  Edward  J.  Morrie,  Morse,  MoH'ley,  Nea.  Pat- 
teriMMi,  Peyton,  lUiiiiwy,  Cliuiles  M.  lUid,  Rockwell,  llod- 
liey,  Roger",  Sample.  Seitt«>r.  Sevi-ranee,  t^nleb  U.  Siuilli, 
Biienee,  Suuiinera,  'riiomiD'HNt,  Tibbatt:*.  Tilden,  Tvler, 
Vance,  Vaiimetcr,  Viniou,  Weiliered,  White,  and'VVin* 
llirop— SS. 

NAYS— .Meiwra.  Aikinaon,  Rrnton,  Jamea  A.  Black, 
lllarkwell,  Uimer.  llnHlin.  Boyd.  Jiteob  llrinkeiliflfl'.  Wil 
liam  J.  Brown.  OpYke,  Burt,  (^a'nipbtll.  f'allin.  Reuben 
C'bapman.  Aiigustiw  A.  Clnipuian. (..'bapptrll, Clinton,  f'olib, 
t?olet(.  Crniii>lon.(^iltoin.  liana.  Daniel,  Iticbanl  I).  Daeis, 
John  W.  Davi.<,  De.ui,  Droui-inole,  Duiilap,  Elli-!.  Farlee, 
Ficklin.  Freiicb.  Uyrain  GriM'it.  Hale.  Ilamliit,  Har](lt;»ii, 
'  llernck.  H^tpkiii!*,  Hon--toti,  Hnbbeii,  Hughes. Ilunsen'ord, 
Jamea  B-  limit.  Janiei*on.  Cave  Jubiison.  Andrew  Jtihiiitoii. 
AiidruW    Keuucdj,    Kirkpauick,   Lnbrauche,    Lcouatd, 


Lewia,  Liieaa,  Lumpkin,  McCaurlen,  Maclay,  McClel- 
Land.  Mcf/'onnell.  Mcnnwetl,  Norrii*,  Owen,  Parmenter, 
Paviie,  Pettit,  Einety  U.  Potter,  Pratt,  Purdy.  Ratbblin, 
David  S.  Keid,  Reding,  Rclfc,  Rnbi'rt-i,  Robiiisoii,  ItuicnII, 
Saunders,  Thomas  II.  Seymour.  David  L.  Seymour,  Si- 
mouK,  Sbdell,  'Plioiii.ta  Smith.  Stecnrod,  John  Stewart, 
Stiles,  Stone,  Sirnng,  Sykes,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Weller, 
Wentwortb.  Wlieatoii,  Williams,  Woodward,  and  Joseph 
A.  Wiiglii-93. 

So  the  rules  were  not  suspended,  and  tbe  reso- 
lution was  not  received. 

ARMY  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  HUNGERFORD  moved  that  the  rules  be 
suspended  for  the  purpose  of  going  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

Mr.  HOLMES  intiuired  of  the  Speaker  If  this 
was  not  private  bill  any,  under  the  rules  of  the 
House? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  it  was,  after  the 
expiration  of  the  morning  hour. 

On  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rules,  the  yeas 
and  nays  were  demanded,  and  ordered'. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  resulted — yeas 
87,  nays  66. 

So  the  rules  were  suspended;  and  the  House 
resolved  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  stale  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Weller  in  the 
chair,)  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  regulate  the  pay  of  the  Army,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

The  sixteenth  section  being  read, 

Mr.  COLES  submitted  on  amendment,  tn  in- 
sert after  the  word  "  that,"  in  the  second  line, 
the  following  words: 

When  any  siatrolHcerohtaina  equal  rank  In  the  line,  by 
promiHion  with  his  staO*  cominisefon,  he  shall  vacate  the 
latter,  and  join  his  regiment  or  corps. 

On  this  proposition  a  discussion  ensued,  in 
which  Messrs.  COLES,  and  BLACK  of  South 
Carolina,  took  part;  when  the  amendment  was 
rejected. 

iMr.  Bl  DL ACK  submiited  an  amendment,  pro- 
viding that  (mymasiers  in  the  Army  shall  have 
the  same  rank  and  pay  as  quartermasters. 

After  some  conversation  between  Messrs.  BID- 
L^VCK,  HAMMETT,  BLACK  of  South  Caro- 
linn,  and  CLINCH,  the  aineiidmenl  was  with- 
drawn. 

Mr,  PETTIT  moved  to  strike  out  the  aeven- 
teenth  section,  as  follows: 

"  ^ttd  he  it  farther  enacted,  Tbata  chaplain  shall  receive 
$6UU  |M:r  aiiiiuru." 

For  which  he  proposed  to  subsiilute  the  words: 
That  no  inntiey  sbnti  be  paid  out  of  tbe  Treasury  of  tbe 
tTniteit  States  to  any  chaplain  or  chaplain,!. 

He  said  he  did  not  wish  to  injure  the  feelings 
of  itny  one,  but  it  wns  asproper^hat  this,  asany 
other  ncciion  of  this  bill,  should  un<le,r|;o  an  ex- 
amination, that  they  might  ascertain  whether  they 
were  iiicotnpalible  with  our  institutions,  for  tf 
ihcy  were, -they  should  be  stricken  out.  He  did 
not  propose  to  denounce,  in  any  terms,  either 
measured  or  unmeasured,  the  Christian  religion; 
but  he  wished  lu  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  this 
expenditure.of  money  by  this  Government.  He 
luHd  ill  his  hand  n  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  of  a  Imc  date,  showing  the  amount 
paid  ycni'ly  by  thi.i  Goveriimenl  for  chaplains  in 
the  Army,  in  the  Nuvy,  and  in  the  two  Houses 
of  CongrcRs;  nnd  Ihntaniount,  when  stated,  might 
be  asloiii.shiiig  to  all  who  remembered  that  they 
were  for'iidden  lo  make  any  In*  for  the  i-slsb- 
liiiliinoiil  of  ri'liginn;  or  to  do  anythin«  tending  to 
ilint  oljoct,  by  the  purninount  law  n?  this  land. 
The  oniouiit  paid  fur  religious  purposes  by  a  Uov- 
iTumeDi  for'iidden  to  ii4terferc  in  such  matters, 
wus  $35,331  09;  and  gentlemen  wh4>  avowed 
themselves  rigid  advocate.^  of  re<renchmenl,  who 
asked  that  they  ahotild  takcitdollaru  tnonlli  from 
Ihe  wages  of  (he  pour  hardy  sailor,  should  come 
lu  an  exainiiialion  of  this  item  of  uncunstiiulional 
expenditure.  Dut  it  was  a  question  also  alTecling 
ihe  toleration  of  religion  in  this  land,  and  the  pro- 
priety of  taking  from  one  class  of  Chriatixns  lo 
tench  the  religion  of  anot^r  denomination.  What 
was  the  Christian  religion?  Was  it  sudi  an  in- 
stitution as  it  wns  pro4>er  lo  encourage  under  our 
form  of  gflvcrnmeRi?  What  were  tlie  funda- 
■meiiial  principles  of  the  Christian  religion  ?  What 
does  it  teach,  and  lo  what  does  it  tend  ?  Would 
it  imbue  our  soldiers  nnd  our  sailors  with  cour- 
age and  energy  and  vigilance  ?  The  Jewish  law 
required  an  eye  for  an  eye,  and  a  tooth  for  a  tooth; 


and  it  might  be  said  there  might  be  some  pro- 
priety perhaps  in  employing  Jewish  captainaand 
armies;  but  the  Christian  religion,  if  he  knew 
anvthin^  about  it,  taught  an  humble  and  entire 
submission  to  every  species  of  indignity.  The 
very  founder  of  that  religion  himself  submitted 
to  every  species  of  indignity;  he  was  spit  upon, 
buffeted,  and,  in  derision,  crowned  with  ihorna; 
and  yet  there  was  not  a  follower  of  Ihe  meek  and 
lowly  Savior  that  would  say  he  had  not  power 
lo  prevent  the  indignity  or  to  punish  it.  Hit 
leaching,  as  well  as  his  example,  iiistilletl  tbe 
same  lesson  of  humility  end  endurance  of  wrong; 
for  he  Isught  thai,  though  an  eye  had  been  re- 
quired fur  on  eve,  his  disciples  were  to  render 
good  for  evil,  if  they  were  struck  on  the  one 
cheek,  they  were  tn  turn  the  other  also:  if  a  man 
took  their  coat,  they  were  to  give  their  cloak  like- 
wise; and  if  they  were  asked  tn  eo  a  mile,  they 
were  to  go  twain.  Such  was  ihe'Christian  reli- 
gion; and  was  it  such  a  religion  as  shoahl  be 
instilled  into  our  Army  and  our  Navy?  Ourcap- 
tains  and  commanders  should  be  much  more  filira 
for  the  thunders  of  Sinai  than  for  the  teaching 
of  tVie  bnbe  of  Bethlehem.  And  what  was  tb* 
duly  of  our  naval  chaplains?  It  was  to  insiil 
into  our  sailors  the  spirit  of  the  Christian  reli- 
gion. And  what  would  be  the  consequence  of 
such  a  system?  Instead  of  our  sailors  nnd  sol- 
diers being  fired  with  zeal  and  energy  and  de- 
termination, they  would  be  schooled  into  submis- 
sion. 

But,  further,  this  system  was  but  the  entering 
wed^e  to  the  establishment  of  a  governmental 
religion;  and  he  could  tell  the  House  that  tiM 
peo|ile  were  jealous  of  this  exercise  of  power. 
He  spoke  of  the  abuse  of  reU  ion  by  the  Romss 
emperors,  and  monarchs  of  a  later  period  lo  sub- 
jugate the  people,  and  the  more  effectually  toeon- 
irol  them;  and  on  this  grotmd  he  objected  torn 
admixture  of  religious  and  civil  rsulilishmenli; 
but  he  was  understood  lo  say,  that, if  there  muH 
be  such  teachings  in  our  Army  nnd  Navy,  it 
would  be  cheaper,  and  more  economical,  to  print 
nnd  stereotype  a  number  of  sermons,  books  of 
hymns,  and  a  liturgy,  wherewith  to  supply  out 
captains  and  comroanilrrs,  lo  be  by  them  read  at 
proper  periods.  He  was,  however,  nol  so  blind 
as  not  to  know  that  lie  should  not  carry  his  prop- 
osition, but  he  should  have  been  recreant  lo  ht 
duly  if  be  had  not  made  it. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  glad  t« 
know  ihat  the  gentleman  Irom  Indiana  did  not 
expect  to  carry  his  proposition.  He  had  liitrntd 
to  that  gentleman 'd  remarks  with  some attentian, 
in  the  expectation  of  hearing  from  him  ronfibia; 
substantial  in  favor  of  it,  but  he  had  been  dimp- 
poinied.  The  question  of  cheapness  and  afeeon' 
omy  which  the  gentleman  hud  made  itassumr, 
when  a  qaesliun  of  morality  ami  moral  diaciplin* 
was  at  stake,  was  not  lo  be  entertained  stall.  If 
anybody  of  men  should  be  brought  under  tb* 
innuenceMjf  religion,  aud  should  Im:  adnioD'sked 
of  their  responsibilities  here  and  hereafter, it  WM 
those  of  our  Army  and  Navy,  He  went  on  at 
somelcneth  to  speak  in  opposition  totheameiid- 
ment.     [Cries  of  '•  Question  !"] 

Mr.  IJOLMESwasaware gentlemen  had  called 
"the  question," and  he  was  equslly  as  certain 
that  the  amendment  could  not  be  adopted;  bulbs 
would  inquire  if  it  was  loo  solemn  a  form  of  ex- 
pression to  use,  to  say  that  he  tliniiktd  his  God 
that  there  wns  no  chance,  in  nn  nssemblyof  gen- 
tlemen, in  tliij enlightened  ageof  civiltznlion,nR<l 
this  era  olsChrislianiiy,  fur  the  adoption  of  such 
a  proiMMiition?  The  proposiiion  itself  would  siriks 
the  people  of  this  country — he  cared  not  to  »b«t 
party  or  what  sect  they  bchinged — with  dismay. 
He  then  proceeded  to  show  that  even  the  an- 
cients, who  were  not  uiiighlenctl  by  Christianity, 
',  were  accustomed  to  soften  the  ferocities  of  war 
by  religion;  and  then  adverted  to  tbe  period  of 
moiiern  history,  when  religion  was  deemed  de- 
'  struciivc  of  energy — a  (>eriod   which  be  hope* 
!  was  not  here  fiires4iadowed  by  this  resolniiaa. 
'  He  alluded  to  the  French  revolution. 
I      But  the  genllcman  actually  based  his  propoai- 
'  lion  upon  the  sentiment  that  the  Chiistian  reli- 
gion is  destructive  of  everything  that  is  high  and 
ennobling  in  man.     It  was  neither  true  in  senti- 
ment nor  in  fact.   The  doctrine  inculcatid  bylHs 
Clirisliun  religion  was,  that  in  all  the  encnuniett 
which  must  iice.essanly  occur  in  the  career  of  me 
on  the  baitle-lield  and  elsewhere,  the  lensi  |iossi- 
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ble  injury  should  be  inflicted  in  order  to  the  at- 
tainment of  B  specific  good.  -  What  did  history 
show  ?  Did  it  show  that  men  were  less  able  to 
encounter  difficulties  in  the  camp  or  field,  because 
they  were  in  the  habit  of  unbosoming  their 
thoughts  to  God .'  Were  men  less  able  in  the  days 
of  the  Puritans  to  contend  for  liberty?  Were 
they  less  Tietorions?  He  hoped  it  would  ererbc 
the  case,  that  they  who  wielded  the  sword  in 
iifrhling  the  battles  of  their  country ,  would  be  in- 
spired from  above  with  hemic  ardor,  and  wield 
toe  sword  of  the  spirit  amid  the  clash  of  arms 
and  the  din  of  battle. 

Mr.  HAMMETT  said  the  amendment ofiered 
by  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  was  of  a  nature  so 
abhorrent  to  the  feelings  of  all  civilized  nations, 
that  it  could  not,  for  a  moment,  have  been  enter- 
tained at  any  former  period.  The  very  spirit  of 
the  mighty  dead — the  very  ashes  of  the  Father  of 
his  Country — would  rebuke  the  proposition.  It 
was  attempting*  to  revive  in  this  Republic  that 
which  was  the  destruction  of  the  French  Repub- 
lic. A  religion  which  leaches  the  sublime  senti- 
ments which  the  Christian  religion  teaches,  co.uld 
never  be  injurious  to  any  nation.  In  the  language 
of  Scripture,  whatsoever  things  are  true,  what- 
soever things  are  lovely,  whatsoever  things  are 
of  good  rsport,  proceed  from  its  observance. 
If  they  should  adopt  the  doctrines  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Indiana,  they  would  strike  a  blow  at 
the  likuBe  of  human  liberty  which  could  never  be 
retrieved.  The  country  suffered  no  man  to  have 
charge  of  her  interests,  or  to  fill  any  important 
trust,  until  he  bound  himself,  by  oath  upon  the 
Bible,  to  discharge  his  duty  faithfully.  No  man 
would  trust  his  interest,  his  honor,  or  his  life,  to 
the  soundest  jury,  until  they  were  first  bound  by 
a  solemn  oath  to  do  him  justice. 

But,  apart  from  the  copsideration  of  its  Divine 
origin,  it  was  the  subltmest  system  of  <thics — it 
prescribed  the  purest  code  of  morals^that  could 
be  devised.  Look  abroad  through  the  world: 
where  was  it  that  true  liberty  was  found  .'  No 
where  but  where  Christianity  was  preached  and 
practiced.  He  was  convinced  thatao  monstrous 
a  proposition  could  not  receive  a  second  vole. 

Mr.  J.  R.  maSRSOLL  said  he  could  not 
bring  himself  for  a  moment  to  entertain  the  idea 
.  that  such  aprop(>siiion  could  be  adopted. 

Mr.  PETTIT  said  he  had  oflTered  the  amend- 
ment upon  the  solemn  conviction  of  his  own  mind 
that  it  was  a  doty  which  he  owed  to  himself  and 
to  the  country;  and  he  would  never  be  deterred 
from  the  discharge  of  his  duty,  let  the  conse- 
quences be  what  they  might.  It  was  not  that  he 
aid  not  reverence  religion  as  much  ns  any  man  in 
that  House;  but  if  it  had  been  considered  neces- 
•ary  to  incorporate  religion  with  the  political  in- 
•titutiona  of  the  country,  why  was  it  not  done 
when  the  Constitution  was  adopted?  Were  the 
liitherB  of  this  Republic  less  impressed  with  its 
importance  than  their  descendanis?  It  was  not 
a  oenunciation  of  the  Christian  religion  that  he 
intended ;  far  from  it.  It  was  a  mere  question  ns 
to  the  propriety  of  employing  chaplains  in  the 
Army. 

Mr.  HARDIN  made  a  few  remarks  in  reply 
to  Mr.  Pettit,  and  contended  that  the  object  of 
the  latter  was  to  make  an  attack  on  the  Christian 
religion,  and  bring  it  into  disrepute.  The  gen- 
tleman, it  was  true,  disclaimed  any  such  design; 
but  if  sneh  was  not  his  object,  why'  did  he  ofler 
his  amendment?  Why  did  he,  in  the  course  of 
hi*  remarks,  make  allusion  to  the  command  of 
the  Savior  not  to  resist  aggression  ?  Was  the 
mntleman  afraid  that  there  was  not  enough  of 
Fanny  Wrightism  in  Indiana,  and  deemed  it  ne- 
eeaaary  to  add  to  it?  The  whole  of  the  gentle- 
man's argument  was  an  attack  on  the  Christian 
religion,  instead  of  a  defenae  of  the  Constitution. 
Mr.  H.  then  passed  the  highest  eulogiums  on 
Christianity;  and  contended  that,  if  it  was  taken 
awmy ,  this  Government  would  dissolve  into  aiiar^ 
chy  and  confusion,  and  lastly  into  monarchy. 
Bat  the  gentleman  contended  that  the  Constitu- 
tion gave  no  authority  for  the  employment  of 
ehapUuna.  He  had  heard  this  ofUn  before;  but 
the  ^ntlemaa  certainly  deserved  some  credit  for 
originality  in  making  the  discovery  that  to  pay 
chapleuns  was  forbidden  by  the  Constiiution. 
Mr.  H.  concluded  by  calling  for  tellers  on  the 
queation,  that  it  might  be  seen  who  were  willing 
to  join  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Pettit] 
in  hia  war  on  the  Christian  religion. 


Mr.  WENTWORTH  rose  amidst  cries  of 
"Q.iieslion!  duestion!"  from  the  Opposition, 
and  observed  thnt  gentlemen  mi'ht  lake  the  ques- 
tion when  he  had  got  though  liis  remarks.  It 
was  not  often  that  he  troubled  the  House;  and  if 
the  gentlemen  oti  the  other  side,  who  called  so 
loudly  for  the  question,  would  but  follow  hia  ex- 
ample, there  would  be  fewer  speeches,  and  more 
business  done  in  the  House. 

He  was  glad  that  his  colleague  had  called  for 
tellers  on  the  question,  for  if  his  colleague  had 
not  called  for  them,  he  wouM  have  done  so  him- 
self, as  he  was  determined  that  demagogues  should 
not  make  political  capital  out  of  this  question. 
He  trusted  that  there  would  not  be  a  single  vole 
for  this  amendment  save  that  of  the  gentleman 
who  offered  it;  and  that  the  House  would  show, 
on  taking  the  question,  its  high  respect  for  the 
religions  institutions  of  the  country.  This  was 
a  proud  day  for  him.  He  would  not  for  the  world 
rejectthereligiousinfluences  which  operated  upon 
the  community ,  either  in  a  political  ora  social  way. 
When  he  saw  men  canvassing  the  country  for  the 
presidency,  throwing  down  the  sacred  barriers 
which  our  forefathers  hail  erected,  he  owned  that 
he  felt  some  alarm,  and  thought  it  time  that  some 
efibrt  should  be  made  to  prpserve  these  moral  and 
religious  principles  upon  which  our  happiness  as 
a  people  ilepended.  Let  us  carry  this  principle 
out.  Let  our  presidential  candidates  be  moral 
and  religious  men;  and  let  them,  instead  of  worn 
out  politicians,  and  ignorant,  unprincipled  buf- 
foons, carry  preachers  in  their  trains;  and  instead 
of  singing  rowdy  songs  and  drunken  revelry,  let 
them  sing  the  songs  of  Zion.  He  did  not  know 
that  he  had  any  right  to  make  political  capital 
out  of  ihe  dispensations  of  Divine  Providence, 
but  we  have  all  a  right  to  take  ihem  as  a  warning 
voice,  and  improve  upon  them.  Let  us,  then, 
look  back  upon  the  last  presidential  canvass;  and 
in  view  of  the  woeful  calamities  that  have  since 
then  fallen  on  the  naiion,  let  us  not  repeat  the 
scenes  ofrintand  debauchery  that  were  then  en- 
acted. Whatever  we  may  do,  let  us  not  defy  ihe 
Most  High  God.  There  are  certain  cardinal 
principles  of  virtue  and  morality  that  even  the 
infidel  will  acknowledge  ought  to  be  observed. 
Let  us,  then,  have  no  man  as  our  candidate  for 
President,  or  any  of  the  hi^h  offices  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, who  sets  these  principles  at  defiance.  He 
would  say,  boih  to  Whigs  and  Democrats,  that 
this  was  a  proud  day  (i>r  him.  It  seemed  as-if  a 
due  reverence  for  sacred  things  was  now  to  be  the 
ruling  principle  of  that  House;  and  lliey  might, 
with  truth,  write  to  their  conatitulenis  that  a  new 
era  was  commencing,  and  that  henceforth  religion 
and  virtue  were  to  be  the  only  passport  to  pro- 
motion. The  time  had  come  when  drunken  rev- 
elry, with,  its  rude  accompaniment  of  rowdy 
songs,  was  to  cease;  and  men  were  to  give  over 
adoring  wild  beasts, Hiving nrdead, and  turn  their 
thoughts  to  the  worship  of  the  Great  Jehovah. 

As:ain,  if  there  was  one  institution  of  our  holy 
religion  more  sacred  than  another — if  there  was 
one  more  calculated  to  impart  a  holy  reverence 
for  the  author  of  our  being  than  all  others,  and 
more  strictly  demanded  our  rellgiourbbservance 
— it  was  that  of  the  holy  Sabbath;  and  it  was  a 
proper  subject  of  inquiry, whether  it  was  not  their 
duty  to  put  down  those  who  profaned  it.  Let  us 
put  down  those  who,  on  the  Sabbath  day,  collect 
such  crowds  of  noisy  revellers  around  the  meet- 
ing-houses as  to_  interrupt  their  worship,  and 
compel  the  ministers  to  dismiss  their  congrega- 
tions. More  than  all,  let  us  put  a  stop-to  those 
drunken  orgies,  in  one  of  which  an  estimable  man 
and  respectable  member  of  society  was  stamped 
to  death,  and  in  which  the  revelry  was  continued 
even  afker  such  a  tragic  scene.  Let  the  old  men 
reflect  what  must  be  the  consequences,  if  this 
flood  of  vice  and  immorality  is  not  stayed;  and 
let  them  consider  what  would  be  their  feelings  on 
finding  their  sons  singing  rowdy  song*  in  some 
grog-shop.  What  would  be  their  feelings,  in  re- 
proving their  sons  for  such  conduct,  to  near  the 
answer:  "  Father,  I  am  aspiring  to  the  Presiden- 
cy, and  this  is  the  modern  road  to  preferment." 

Mr.  W.,  in  conclusion,  said  that  he  had  ac- 
complished his  object,  if  he  aaeeedced  in  getting 
tellers  on  the  question,  so  that  it  might  be  seen 
that  there  was  not  one  man  in  the  House  who 
was  willing  tonrote  fur  the  amendment.  He  had 
accomplished  more  than  his  object,  if  he  sue- 
ceeded  in  adding  anything  to  the  moral  and  reli- 


gious feelings  of  the  House.  He  rejoiced  that 
Ihe  question  would  be  taken  by  tellers,  so  that 
the  public  could  see  thot  there  would  be  but  one 
individual  in  the  House  whom  his  colleague  could 
accuse  of  being  afolIowerofFonny  Wright;  and 
that  gentleman  himself  has  already  repelled  such 
an  imputation.  So  his  colleague  muat  lose  the 
political  capital  so  often  attempted  to  be  got  up 
oy  imputing  infidelity  to  the  Democratic  party. 
He  hoped  that  those  who  had  so  much  to  say 
against  infidelity  in  theory,  would  not  support  an 
infidel  in  practice  for  President;  and  thnt  those 
who  pretended  to  abhor  Fanny  Wright  so  much 
would  use  less  exertions  for  the  elevation  of  one 
who,  through  all  his  life,  has  been  putting  in 
practice  those  principles  of  immorality  and  vice 
which  they  charge  her  with  inculcating. 

Mr.  STEENROD  appealed  to  tHfe  gentleman 
from  Indiana  to  withdraw  the  amendment. 

After  some  irregular  conversation,  the  amend- 
ment was  withdrawn  by  Mr.  PETI'IT;  and  the 
committee  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  lub-  , 
sequent  sections. 

The  eighteenth  section  being  under  considera- 
tion, 

Mr.  BRENGLE  proposed  an  amendment,  by 
addine  the  words  "from  and  after  the  1st  July 
next,"  to  fix  that  day  as  that  on  which  the 
monthly  payment  proposed  in  that  section  should 
commence. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky,  addressed  the  com- 
miitee  on  the  general  subject  of  reform;  the  state 
of  the  Treasury  when  the  Whig  party  came  into 
power;  and  the  v/ays  and  means  which  that  party 
devised. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  raised  a  question  of  order 
on  the  ground  of  irrelevancy. 

The  CHAIRMAN  remarked  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  had  certainly  started  a  great 
way  from  the  question  before  the  committee;  but 
it  was  impossible  to  say  what  he  was  going  to 
come  to. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky,  resumed  and  pur- 
sued his  remarks  in  the  strain  in  which  be  com- 
menced. 

Mr.  HALE  called  him  to  order.  The  Question 
was  whether  the  monthly  pay  proposed  in  the 
eighteenth  section  should  commence  on  the  Ist 
July;  and  whut  had  the  expenses  of  Mr.  Van 
Buren'a  administralinn  to  dn  with  that? 

The  CHAIRMAN  Boid,aliliough  the  remarks 
of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  were  not  strictly 
confined  to  the  question  before  the  committee,  they 
were  not  deemed  to  be  so  irrelevant  as  to  justify 
the  Chair  in  arresting  them. 

Mr.  HALE  appealed  from  that  decision. 

Mr,  JAMESON  hoped  the  gentleman  from 
New  Hampshire  would  not  press  his  appeal,  as 
he  should  desire  permission  to  reply;  and  in  hi* 
reply  to  review  the  course  of  Mr.  Clay. 

Mr.  VINTON  inquired  if  they  were  not  then 
in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union;  and  whether,  therefore,  the  state  of  the 
Union  was  not  under  discussion  ?    [Laughter.] 

Mr.  THOMAS.SON  inquired  if  the  question 
was  not  one  of  retrenchment  and  redaction  gen- 
erally ? 

The  CHAIRMAN  put  the  question  on  the 
appeal,  and  decided  that  the  aye*  appeared  to 
have  it. 

Tellers  were  called  for;  and  Messr*.  Kewncdt 
of  Maryland,  and  McDowell  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  there  were — aye* 
67,  noes  31;  being  less  than  a  auorum. 

A  second  count  was  demanded,  and  the  result 
was — ayes  84,  noes  14. 

No  quorum  voting,  the  committee  rose  and  re- 
ported that  fact. 

Mr.  WHITE  moved  a  call  of  the  House;  pend- 
ing which  motion, 

The  House  adjourned. 

The  following  petltinns,  pr<weii«^  »i>  "tiif ,  were  haaded 
to  the  reporters  hjr  the  iivnil>t*.rs  preseniiitu  Uiem  : 

By  Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana:  AiMillan»l  imtiinnnj  in  the 
case  of  the  clatin  of  the  -taein  of  Bcnjauuu  Tariuan,  of  In- 
diana. 

By  Mr.  TIBBATT8 :  The  periiion  nf  Joaepii  Psxton,  ol 
MiMouri,  piayinc  renianerslhm  for  a  horM,  nmr,  »Le.,  lost 
by  him  during  the  last  war,  while  in  the  wrvice  of  the 
United  Butea ;  wliicb  wa*  relerrud  to  the  Cuuinullee  ef 
Clainin. 

By  Mr.  WILLIAMS :  The  petition  of  John  C!onanl,  of 
Bridgewatrr,  Mamefaiuelu,  for  a  peniioii  for  services  in 
the  revolutionarv  war. 

By  Mr.  PRBNCII :  The  memorialt  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Wriftii,  Slid  Mra.  Elizabeth  Oueal,  ot  Jeaaainin  coonty, 
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Keiiiiicky,  praying  the  benefits  of  the  iieniiiftn  net  of  July. 
7.  ISW.  t«  l»e  exteiideil  lotlicin  I'nr  life  ;  wliielt  were  referred 
to  llie  Oointnitt<>e  on  (levoliitinnnry  Tetivloii^. 

Uy  Mr.  Ul'RKB:  The  iieiiiion  of  Henry  J.  Uiilf  nnrt  rev- 
enty-flve  utiierf,  iialuralUed  ciiixenit  or  itliodv  l^laiMl.  rep 
resenting  that  llley  anMlehnrred  of  tin;  privih-gcsiii  rehilion 
to  fitltrrage,  whieli  nrc  extended  by  the  (rJtisliril^  cnniititlltioii 
of  that  Suite  to  other  white  citizens ;  and  llinf  they  are  ac- 
Inally  degraded  betow  the  negro  in  Itiu  privileged  of  citixelt- 
thip;  luiJ  prayuig  Coiigre^tf  to  redrew  liieir  grtevftucea. 


IN  SENATE. 


MoMDAT,  4l>ril  1, 1844. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  pi^sented  the  pi^ceedinga  of 
a  large  meeting  of  fanners,  mecltanics,  manurac- 
lurers,  anti  merchants,  of  the  co'jnty  of  New 
Castle,  Delaware;  and  resolutions  adopted  thereat 
protesting  a^ain.st  any  alteinpt  to  modify,  alter, 
or  repeal  the  tariff  of  1842;  which  were  referred  to 
the  Comroittee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  TALLMADGB  presented  ten  memorials 
— two  from  Whitfsidea,  three  from  Utica,  one 
from  Rensselaer  county,  one  from  Genesee  coun- 
ty,one  from  Greenbusli.one  from  Onondaga, and 
one  from  Washington  county.  New  York,  re- 
monstrating against  any  alteration  in  the  existing 
tariff,  and  against  the  passage  of  the  bill  lately 
introduced  into  the  Houseof  llcpre8entatiTe8,by 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means;  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  the  lieirs  of  James  Bell, 
deceased,  praying  for  remuneration  for  the  rev- 
olulionary  services  of  their  ancestor,  and  for 
advances  made  by  him  during  that  war;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Claims.         

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  presented  a  memorial 
signed  by  N.  O.  Kello'g  and  two  hundred  and 
sixty-one  citizens  of  the  town  of  Vernon,  Con- 
necticut, setting  forth  the  advantages  of  the  pres- 
ent tariff,  and  asking  the  Senate  not  to  change  the 
same  by  the  passage  of  the  House  bill  for  that 
■••urposc;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
in  Finance. 

Mr.  FAIRFIELD  presented  resolutions  adupt- 
■d  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Maine,  pro- 
testing solemnly  against  the  existence  ofaiiy  laws 
in  any  of  the  Stales  or  Territories  of  this  Union, 
which  subjects  the  free  colored  citizens  of  that 
State  to  the  liability  to  be  arrested  and  impris- 
oned, and  to  be  sold  into  slavery  for  the  payment 
of  the  costs  of  such  arrest  and  imprisonment; 
and  also  protesting  against  such  laws  as  uncon- 
stitutional, and  as  endangering  the  Union.  Also, 
resolutions  instructing  the  Senators  and  request- 
ing the  Repieseniaiives  from  thni  Slate  to  pro- 
cure the  repeal  of  such  laws  with  the  State  or 
territorial  governments;  which  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  resolutions  adopted  by  the  Legislature  of 
the  State  of  Maine,  instructing  the  Senators  and 
requesting  the  Representatives  from  that  Slate  to 
use  their  iiiQuence  to  procure  the  passage  of  a  law, 
at  the  present  session  of  Congress,  prescribing  a 
day  for  the  choice  of  the  electors  of  President  and 
Vice  President  of  llie  Uniied  Stales,  which  day 
•hall  be  the  same  throughout  the  United  Stales; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  instructing  ^he  Senators  and  requesting 
the  Representatives  from  that  State  to  present  to 
the  consideration  of  the  national  Legislature  facta 
connected  with  the  trade  of  the  United  Slates  and 
the  British  colonics  under  the  arrangement  now 
in  force,  and  to  exert  their  influence  to  rescind  the 
treaties  regulating  the  same  as  soon  as  practica- 
ble; which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

Mr.  BARROW  presented  resolutions  adopted 
by  the  Legislature  of  Louisiana,  instructing  the 
Senators  and  requesting  the  Representatives  from 
that  Stale  to  use  every  effort  to  procure  the  neces- 
sary appropriations  for  rendering  the  harbor  of 
Pensacola  accessible  to  vessels  of  every  class, 
and  to  the  placing  the  navy-yard  thcfe,  as  speed- 
ily as  possible,  in  a  condition  t«  build,  repair,  anil 
equip  men-of-war. 

Mr.  B.  remarked  that  it  would  be  recollected , 
that  at  the  meeting  of  the  present  Congress,  he 
introduced  resolutions  relating  to  thia  subject, 
calling  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  estimates 
for  a  navy-yard,  and  dock,  and  wharf  at  Pensa- 
cola.   Fur  some  rcasou  or  other,  or  from  some 


cause  unknown  to  him,theSecretary  of  theNavy 
did  not  send  in  the  report  until  the  very  day  he 
left  the  uHice.  The  report  came  in  on  the  last  day 
of  his  existence;  which  report  was  very  incom- 
plete, and  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs  on  the  20th  February  last.  He  referred 
to  these  fuels  now,  merely  fijr  the  purpose  of  sat- 
isfying the  people  of  his  State  that  he  had  not 
been  remiss  in  duly  or  inattentive  to  this  import- 
ant subject.  He  bad  looked  upon  it  as  one  of  vast 
importance,  not  only  to  the  South,  but  to  the 
whole'couiitry.  He  dwelt  some  time  upon  the 
importance  of  making  the  improvements  at  Pen- 
sacola cnntempluted  in  the  resolutions  of  instruc- 
tion, R:id  concluded  by  expressing  the  hope  that 
the  Naval  Committee,  having  charge  of  the  sub- 
ject, would /eport  at  as  early  a  day  as  possible — 
at  such  a  day  as  would  not  preclude  the  possibil- 
ity of  having  something  done  before  the  i^djourn- 
nicnt  uf  Congress. 

The  resolutions  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs,  aiid  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  B.tilso  presented  a  memorial  from  B.  Bal- 
lard, of  Louisiana,  praying  fur  the  passage  of  an 
act  confirming  his  title  to  a  certain  tract  of  land, 
and  directing  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Olfice  to  issue  u  patent  therefor;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims, 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  a  memorial  from 
James  Sellers  and  Abraham  L.  Pennuck,  of  Phil- 
adelphia, representing  that  they  made  a  contract 
for  furnishing  the  Pool  Office  Department  with 
mail-bags;  that  they  furnished  the  bags  accord- 
ing to  contract;  but  that  the  Department  had  re- 
fused to  lake  them,  and  left  them  on  Iheir  hands; 
and  they  pray  CongresM  to  indemnify  them  for 
losses,  or  to  direct  tlie  Postmaster  General  to  lake 
the  bags  off  their  hands. 

Mr.  6.  said,  from  the  stateinent'of  the  memo- 
rialists, he  had  very  little  doubt  in  ih*  justness  of 
the  claim.  He  moved  that  the  memorial  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Comiaiitee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Pool  Roads. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  four  memorials 
from  different  parts  of  Pennsylvania,  in  favor  of 
continuing  the  present  tariff  until,  from  ascer- 
tained facts,  it  be  demonstrated  that  a  change  in 
it  was  iiece8sarr,and  to  the  interest  of  the  coun- 
try; which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  oil 
Finance. 

Mr.  B.'VTE^  presented. a  memorial  from  five 
hundred  ciiizens  of  the  town  of  Adams,  and  one 
from  one  hundred  and  forty-six  citizens  of  the 
town  of  Pittsfield,  Massachusetts,  protesting 
against  the  repeal  or  modificitlioii  of  the  existing 
tariff  law,  and  praying  the  Senate  to  resist  the 
passage  of  tlie  bill  of  the  House  to  reduce  that 
tariff;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

Mr.  HENDERSON  presented  resolutions  of 
the  Legislature  of  Mississippi,  instructing  the 
Senators  and  requesting  the  Representatives  from 
that  State  to  promote  the  passage  of  a  law  re- 
ducing the  price  of  the  public  lands  there;  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed, 

Mr.  ARCHER  presented  a  petition  from  two- 
hundred  and  thirty-six  citizens  of  A  inelia  county, 
Virginia,  setting  forth  ihs  vital  importance  of 
Texas  toHhe  United  Slates,  and  urging  Congress 
to  provide  for  ita  annexation  to  the  Union,  by  all 
lawful  means;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  FAIRFIELD  presented  a  petition  from 
William  Miller,  of  Maine,  for  a  pension;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  presented  a  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  directed  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce,  on  the  subject  of  an 
application  of  Fern,  Creshaw,  &  Co.,  of  New 
Orleans,  for  remission  of  duty  on  six  bales  of  cot- 
ton destroyed  by  fire,  which  were  iinported  from 
Texas  for  reexportation;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance.  , 

Mr.  WOODBURY  presented  a  petition  from 
Harrison  Wingate,  of  Charlestown,  Mosaachu- 
setls,  asking  to  be  paid  his  moiety  of  the  val«e  of 
certain  stolen  property,  ftoovered  to  the  United 
Stales  by  bis  act;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE,  from  the  Committee  on 


Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petitiop. 
of  Julius  Eldred,  praying  compensation  for  the 
copper  rock,  and  for  his  services  in  removing  it 
to  Washington  city,  reported  a  bill  concerning 
the  copper  rock  of  Lake  Superior;  whirh  vu 
read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading.  The  re- 
port accompanying  was  ordered  to  be  prinied. 

Mr.  FOSTER, from  the  Comroiilec  on  Claims, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  C.  McFar- 
land,  physician  of  the  naval  hospital;  wltich  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

He  also,  from  the  same  couniiiiee,  made  an 
adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  the  heirs  of 
Thomas  E^mes,  for  reimbursement  of  a  number 
of  cattle  which  wire  illegally  confiscated  and  sold, 
and  of  certain  judicial  expenses  incurred  there- 
by; which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  be 
printed. 

He  also,  from  the  same  commiltee,  reported 
back,  without  amend  meni, and  with  a  recommend- 
ation that  they  do  (lass.  House  hill  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  reprereniaiivesof 
Captain  Samuel  Shannon,  deceased;"  Senate  bill 
for  the  relief  of  William  R.  Davis;  House  bill  (or 
the  relief  of  George  W.  Clarke,  Harris  Cook, 
and  John  Brainard,  of  ihe  Stale  of  Rhode  laland; 
and  reported  back  House  bill  for  the  relief  of 
True  Putney  and  Hugh  Riddle. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  from  the  same  cnntmittw, 
made  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  Joseph 
Ruiidlet,  praying  to  be  paid  interest  and  discount 
on  cei-taiii  Treasury  notes  paid  to  him  by  Ibe 
Government  during  the  late  wnr;  also,a  report  on 
the  petition  of  the  Irusiees  of  Richard  Itiiituicum, 
for  com|>ensation  for  material  delivered  for  tbe 
repair  of  certain  lighl-houaes  of  the  United  Siaict, 
accompanied  by  a  resolution  referring  the  petiiKin 
and  paptjrs  to  the  Department  for  nirormatioa. 
The  reports  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  SEVIER,  from'  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
aiona,  made  adverse  reports  in  the  f»llowiii(catei: 
Hezekiah  Hamlet,  a  soldier  of  the  Revoluiiun, 
for  a  pension:  Rufus  K.  Lane,  for  arrears  of  pen- 
sion; Lydia  Baker,  for  continuance  of  her  pin- 
sinn;  Jacob  M.  Folftnsbee,for  arrears  of  pension; 
William  Harper,  for  ku  increase  of  pension; and 
the  widow  of  Jonas  Sawtcll,a  soldier  uf  the  Rer- 
olution,  praying  to  be  allowed  the  amount  of  pen- 
sion due  him  at  the  time  of  his  death.  These  re-, 
pons  were  severally  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table, 
and  be  printed. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  back 
without  amendment,  and  with  a  recommendatios 
that  it  do  not  pass,  the  bill  from  the  House  for 
the  relief  of  Gideon  Foster;  aiMl  with  an  antend- 
ment,and  with  a  recommendation  that  itdopui, 
the  House  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  C.  Hallork. 

Also,  on  his  motion,  the  Commiltee  on  Pen- 
sions was  discharged  from  tbe  further  conaiilera- 
tion  of  the  petition  of  Jesse  Biddle,  a  soldier  ia 
the  army  of  the  late  war,  for  a  pension;  Ike  peti- 
tion of  George  S.  Gaines,  praying  compenaauos 
as  pension  agant;  and  the  memorial  of  ciiizeo* 
of  Pennsylvania,  praying  that  pensions  msj  be 
granted  to  the  surviving  ofiicera  and  soldiers  of 
the  last  war  with  Great  Britain,  and  the  Jndian 
wars  prior  to  the  treaty  of  Granville,  in  179S. 

Mr.  JARN  AGIN,  from  the  Committee  on  Pe»- 
aioiis,  reported  a  bill  for  Uie  relief  of  Frederick 
Seigle,a  surgeon  in  the  Virginia  line;  which  «u 
read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  residing. 
He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  re|)orted  hscit, 
without  amendment,  and  with  a  recommendalios 
that  they  do  not  pass,  House  bill  entitled  "As 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  W  illiam  AuguUM 
Atlee,  deceased, deputy  commisKary  of  purcbssm 
in  the  revolutionary  war;"  House  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Joseph  Watson;  House  bill  for  the  rtlitf 
of  Elizabeth  Jones  and  others;  and  Uouae  biUfcr 
the  relief  of  Joseph  Bonnell. 

Also,  an  adverse  report  on  tbe  petition  of  Elis- 
abeth Cornell;  which  severaladverse  report*  wos 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  be  prinud. 

Also,  the  Commiltee  on  Pensions  waa  dis- 
charged from  the  further  sonsideralioD  of  ike  pe- 
tition of  Mary  Reynolds  for  the  contimiatioQ  si 
her  pension  ddVing  life. 

BILLS  PASSED. 

The  following  bills  were  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed: 

A  bill  confirming  and  giving  the  assentof  Con- 
gress to  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Viiginia 
entitled  "An  act  further  to  amend  tbe  act  incur- 
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poraling  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Com- 
pany;" 

A  Joint  resolution  directing  the  purchase  of 
certain  marble  buataof  the  Prcsidenta  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates; 

A  House  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  chanee  the 
time  of  holding  the  spring  term  of  the  district 
court  of  the  United  States  for  the  eastern  district 
of  Virginia,  and  the  circuit  court  of  tlic  United 
States  for  the  fifth  judicial  circuit  of  the  State  ot 
Alabama;  and 

A  bill  to  confirm  the  surrey  and  location  of  the 
claims  for  lands  in  the  Slate  of  Mississippi,  east 
of  Pearl  river  and  south  of  the  thirty-first  degree 
of  north  latitude. 

FALLS  OP  THE  OHIO. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  withdrew  his  motion  to  recon- 
aider  the  vote  ordering  the  printing  of  the  report 
of  the  topographical  engineers  who  examined  the 
falls  of  the  Ohio,  with  a  view  to.lbe  improvement 
of  the  river  there. 

POSTAGE — PRANKING  PRIVILEGE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MERRICK,  the  special  or- 
ders were  taken  up,  and  ihe  Senate,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  the  considera- 
tion of  Senate  bill  No.  51,  being  "  a  bill  to  reduce 
the  ratea  of  postage,  to  limit  the  use  and  to  correct 
the  abuse  of  the  franking  privilege,  and  for  the 

Srevention  of  frauds  on  the  revenues  of  the  Post 
ffice  Department. " 

The  bill,  as  reported  bylhe  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Past  Roads,  and  printed, contained 
the  amendmerfis  propose^  by  that  committee, 
which  amendments  had  been  adopted  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  Friday,  the SSd  instant,  when 
the  bill  was  under  consideration. 

The  PRE3IDII>7a  OFFICER  stated  that  the 
question  now  pending  was  the  motion  of  the  Sen- 
ator  from  Rhode  Island  [Mr.  Sihmohs]  to  strike 
out  the  wnrds  one  Uundred,  and  i  nsert  two  hundred 
andfifbf,  (being  the  number  of  miles  desigiifled 
for  the  lowest  rate  of  postage,  five  cents.) 

Mr.  PHELPS  wished  to  express  his  views  in 
relation  to  the  whole  measure.  In  his  opinion, 
the  committee  had  mistaken  the  source  of  evil 
complained  of,  and  the  remedy  to  be  applied. 
The  evil  lay  in  the  expenditures  of  the  Depart- 
ment, and  in  the  system  of  contracts  by  which 
themail  isconveyeil.  In  most  instances, although 
.vast  improvements  have  taken  place  in  the  means 
ofintercommunication,and  consequently  cheaper 
facilities  are  afforded  for  transportation,  the  same 
prices  are  paid  for  carrying  the  mails  that  pre- 
vailed tliirty  years  ago,  the  contractors  all  grow- 
ing rich,  and  the  Department  growing  poor,  and 
becoming  crippled  in  means.  He  considered  it 
idle  to  talk  of  the  paltry  clippings  to  be  gained 
by  cattine  oflT  the  franking  privilege,  and  by 
making  other  alterations,  so  long  as  the  vast  mo- 
nopolies of  mail  contractors  were  allowed  to  exist. 
He  would  venture  to  say  that  if  one  third  of  Ihe 
price  were  cut  off  from  the  aggregate  of  contracts, 
Ihe  same  parlies  would  accept  the  carrying  of  the 
mail  at  the  reduced  rates,  and  would  actually  grow 
rich  under  such  new  contracts. 

The  evil  grew  out  of  a  system  of  creating  po- 
litical patronage  by  means  of  those  mail  contract- 
ors; bestowing  the  money  of  the  Department  for 
purposes  of  political  influence.  It  was  a  tremen- 
dous engine  of  patronage;  calculated  to  corrupt 
and  break  down  the  institutions  of  the  country. 
He  was  himself  in  favor  of  a  reform  of  the  rates 
of  postage;  the  public  voice  called  for  it.  It  was 
bat  reasonable  that  a  revision  should  take  place, 
now  that  the  facilities  of  intercommunication  were 
ao  maeh  nnultiplied,  contrasted  with  the  condition 
of  the  country  when  the  present  rates  of  postage 
were  laid  on.    As  to  putting  down  private  ex- 

Kressea,  it  was  idle  to  talk  of  doing  it  by  any  other 
igislation  than  that  which  would  carr/public 
opinion  along  with  it.  The  public  must  be  shown 
that  the  Post  Office  Department  will  transport  mail 
matter  as  cheap  as  private  expresses,  and  as  ex- 
peditiously, or  all  laws  to  put  down  private  ex- 
presses will  become  nugatory.  li!  thought  loo 
much  importance  was  attached  to  the  proposition 
of  abolishing  the  franking  privilege.  It  seemed 
to  be  oTerlooked  that,  in  a  majority  of  cases,  the 
franking  privilege,  to  the  deputy  postmasters, 
yiaa  the  only  or  chief  pay  they  received  for  the 
duties  of  their  office.  Deprive  them  of  this,  and 
they  would  have  to  be  paid  la  moii<  y  out  of  the 


avails  of  the  Department;  so  that,  in  the  end, 
nothing  was  to  be  gained.  The  abolition  of  the 
franking  privilege,  which  is  now  enjoyed  by  offi- 
cers of  the  Government,  would,  in  like  manner, 
elTect  no  saving;  for  the  heads  of  bureaus  would 
still  necessarily  have  the  'povfcr  of  franking,  and 
those  who  now  enjoy  the  privilege  would  only 
have  to  gel  the  heads  of  their  bureaus  to  frank  for 
them,  ft  would  be  a  mere  transfer  of  the  privilege 
from  many  to  a  few,  the  few  franking  as  much  as 
the  many  did  before.  So  with  respect  to  mem- 
bers of  Congress.  This  bill  proposes  to  give  to 
each  member  five  stamped  covers  a  day.  He  and 
many  others  did  not  write  one  letter  a  day  on  an 
average.  Now,  it  was  just  as  probable  that  mem-' 
hers  would  be  importuned  for  ibeir  stamped  covers 
as  much  as  they  are  for  putting  their  names  on 
letters  at  present;  and,  if  a  member  of  Congress 
cannot  be  intrusted  with  the  privilege  of  writing 
his  name  as  a  frank,  he  cannot  be  intrusted  with 
the  custody  of  a  stamp  to  pass  free  through  the 
mail.  The  result  of  this  interference  with  the 
franking  privilege  would  be  highly  unsatisfactory, 
and  ultimately  would  fail  to  produce  the  beneficial 
effects  aniicipal^'d  from  it. 

Without  any  allusion  to  the  presentincumbenis 
of  office,  but  as  a  general  and  notorious  fact, 
he  felt  borne  out  in  asserting  that  the  Post  Office 
had  grown  up  to  bean  immense  engine  of  patron- 
age, to  be  wielded  for  sinister  purposes  in  ihe 
bands  of  any  party  or  President  in  power.  And 
this  limitation  of  the  franking  privilege  would  be 
calculated  to  increase  the  evil,  by  giving  what- 
ever partv  has  the  majority  in  Congress  the 
power  of  loading  the  mails  with  political  matter, 
while  the  minority  would  be  wholly  excluded 
from  counteracting  such  a  movement  by  the  exer- 
cise of  similar  means.  It  was  very  well  known 
that  Inost  of  the  speeches  made  in  Congress  were 
made  for  mere  Buncombe — made  to  operate  at 
home  on  the  speaker's  constituents,  and  not  with 
any  hope  of  affecting  a  question  at  issue  when 
delivered.  He  confessed  he  had  been  induced 
by  his  friends  lately  to  make  a  speech  on  the 
tariff,  which,  when  he  went  todeliveril,  hehardly 
expected  any  one  to  listen  to;  but  he  knew  it 
would  do  well  enough  for  Buncombe. 

Under  the  proposed  bill,  every  member  of  the 
party  in  power,  who  chose  to  make  a  speech, 
would  have  but  togeta  resolution  passed,  making 
a  rererenc,e  of  his  subject  to  some  committee  of 
which  he  was  n  member,  and  get  out  his  speech 
in  the  form  of  a  report,  to  be  circulated  at  the 
public  expense  through  the  mails,  and  to  sub- 
serve party  purposes;  whereas  the  minority  could 
not  circulate  their  speeches  unless  they  thought 
their  constituents  would  be  pleased  to  pay  twen- 
five  cents  apiece  for  each  copy — a  price,  ho  feared, 
many  would  consider  rather  exorbitant.  [Laugh- 
ter] 

The  people  have  been  so  long  accustomed  to 
receive  congressional  documents  from  their  Rep- 
resentatlvea  free  of  pq8ta°;c,  that  the  moment  this 
privilege  is  suppressed  there  will  be  a  universal 
clamor  from  one  end  of  the  country  to  the  other. 
It  is  a  privilege  not  for  the  benefit  of  the  member 
of  Congress,  but  for  the  information  and  satis- 
faction of  the  people.  They  have  a  right  to  know 
what  is  doing  in  Congress,  and  by  means  of  this 

{irivilege  they  are  put  in  possession  of  that  know- 
edge. 

,  In  short,  in  his  judgment,  this  bill  looks  alto- 
gether in  a  wrong  direction.  It  does  not  look  to 
the  real  evil — the  eternal  and  baleful  political 
influence  of  electioneering  patronage,  inducing 
lavish  contracts,  unnecessary  extensions,  and  en- 
listing troo()8  of  dependants  on  the  bounty  of 
men  and  parlies  in  power.  Strip  it  of  this  mis- 
erable electioneering  principle,  and  place  the  De- 
partment on  the  true  grounds  of  utihty — strip  it 
of  its  objectionable  powers  of  patronage,  and  re- 
form the  ratea  of  postage  to  suit  the  present  con- 
dition of  the  country  and  Ihe  times — and  he  would 
give  the  measure  his  hearty  concurrence. 

He  had  objections  to  some  of  the  minor  details 
of  the  bill.  These  he  mentioned  respectively. 
The  principal  exception  he  took  was  to  the  pen- 
alties— such, for  inBtance,as  where  all  theowners 
of  a  steamboat  are  made  liable  for  such  penalties, 
if  only  one  owner  violates  the  law,  though  the 
others  may  not  concur,  or  may  discountenance 
the  offense.  Another  was  to  the  provision  making 
a  ship  or  vessel  liable  to  a  fine  of  (500  for  infrac- 
tions of  the  law.    This  thing  of  making  a  ship 


pay  a  fine  for  a  willful  offense,  was  like  a  law  he 
once  heard  of,  enacting  that  swine  found  trespass- 
ing should  be  subject  to  fine  and  imprisonment. 
[Laughter.}  He  would  not,  however,  dwell  on 
these  technical  objections.  They  could  be  amend- 
ed; but  he  was  opposed  to  the  principle  of  enforc- 
ing a  law  by  penalties,  against  the  general  feel- 
ings of  the  community. 

Mr.  MERRICK  said  the  gentleman  had  had 
his  amusement — his  merriment— and  he  hopedhe 
was  sstisfied.  He  had  said  the  committee  had 
mistaken  the  evil  altogether.  Now,  what  was  the 
evil?  All  the  petitions- and  memorials  referred 
to  the  Post  Office  Committee  complained  of  the 
exorbitant  rates  of  postage  as  the  greatest  evil; 
and  did  not  the  committee,  in  this  bill,  provide  a 
remedy  for  this  evil  ?  Was  not  a  satisfactory  re- 
duction of  postage  proposed  ?  Next,  as  to  aft  tho 
honorable  Senator  hud  said  about  the  transmission 
of  congressional  documents,  was  not  the'proposi- 
tion  of  the  bill  to  preserve  the  same  right  to  the 
people  ?  If  the  circulation  of  documents  were 
necessary  beyond  that  contemplated  by  the  bill. 
Congress  would  always  have  control  of  the  matter 
in  its  own  hands.  As  to  the  complaint  of  the  Sen- 
ator against  the  vast  patronage  of  the  Post  Office 
Department,  he  was  not  aware  of  any  provision 
that  would  be  introduced  into  this  bill  which 
would  cut  off  that  patronage.  If  the  honorable 
Senator  himself  knew  of  any  mode  of  coiilrolling 
or  preventing  such  patronage  or  political  infill-  ' 
ence,  why  did  he  not  introduce  a  separate  bill  for 
the  purpose.'  And  with  respect  to  contrscts,  he 
did  not  know  of  any  better  mode  of  cnntrnciing 
than  that  adopted  by  the  Department,  which  was 
to  invite,  by  public  advertisement,  those  disposed 
to  contract,  and  to  receive  their  bids,  with  the 
privilege  of  choosing  the  lowest,  if,  in  all  respects, 
the  most  desirable.  The  great  ques:  ion  to  be  con- 
sidered with  regaKi  to  this  bill  was  that  of  the 
reduction  of  postage.  He  was  glad  to  find  the 
honorable  Senator  [Mr.  PnELPs]  in  favor  of  that 
proposition.  • 

Mr.  SIMMONS  conceived  it  would  be  best  to 
proceed  with  the'amendments,  before  the  discus- 
sion of  the  general  principles  of  the  measure  was 
entered  upon.  The  amendment  he  had  offered 
would  touch  upon  the  chief  question  at  issue. 
The  objects  of  the  bill  were  two-fold;  first,  to  re- 
duce the  rates  of  postage  so  as  to  prove  satisfac- 
tory lo  the  public;  and  next,  to  provide  for  reliev- 
ing the  Department  from  the  pressure  of  con- 
tinual embarrassment.  The  operation  of  private 
expresses  was  considered  by  the  Department  the 
chief  cause  of  its  einbarrassmcnt.  To  this,  there- 
fore, the  Senate  sliould  look  as  the  first  thing  to 
be  remedied.  Now,  his  amendment  had  for  its 
object  to  include  within  the  distance  for  which 
the  cheapest  rate  of  postage  should  be  charged,  a 
distance  that  would  embrace  the  express  routes 
and  those  points  where  most  of  the  tellers  are  car- 
ried by  private  hands.  Mr.  S.  entered  into  vari- 
ous calculations  in  figures  to  show  the  immense 
quantity  of  letters  carried  by  private  hands.  He 
knew  of  an  instance,  on  a  passage  from  New 
York  to  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  on  board  a 
steamboat,  in  which  three  passengers  exhibited 
letters  in  their  custody,  the  posioge  on  which 
would  amount  to  $56.  He  also  mentioned  other 
similar  instances. 

One  objection  to  this  bill  was,  that  it  might  cut 
off  so  much  of  the  income  of  the  Department  as 
to  throw  a  portion  of  its  expense  upon  the  Treas- 
ury. This  was  undoubtedly  to  be  guarded  against; 
for  he  maintained  that  Ihe  Department  ought  to 
be  made  to  support  itself.  Mr.  S.  entered  into 
various  calculations  to  show  that  a  small  reduc- 
tion on  the  express  routes  would  not  put  down 
the  competition  which  interfered  with  the  income 
of  the  Department.  That  interference  or  compe- 
tition could  not  be  corrected,  except  by  an  ade- 
quate reduction  of  postage — such  as  would,  enlist 
Eublie  coiiperption  in  sustaining  the  Post  Office 
lepartment. 

In  the  objections  to  the  abolition  of  the  fi-ank- 
ing  privilege,  it  seemed  to  be  overlooked  that  the 
reduction  of  postage  would  be  so  great,  that  those 
who  now  send  or  receive  mail  matter  free,  would 
not  have  so  much  to  complain  of,  as  if  the  priv- 
ilege were  abated  without  any  abatement  of  post- 
age. 

He  thought  it  was  advisable  to  try  the  experi- 
ment of  cheap  postage,  even  at  the  risk  of  having, 
hereafter,  if  necessary,  to  raise  it  again,  should  it 
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too  mnch  affect  Ihc  income  of  the  Deparrmcnt. 
He  had,  however,  been  inforimd  liy  the  most  in- 
telligent merchtintg  with  whom  he  had  conversjid 
or  from  whom  he  had  received  letter? on  thesuh- 
ject,  that  a  pr^ipcr  and  sutiicient  redur.iion  of 
postage  would  double  the  income  of  the  Depaft- 
Dient. 

Mr.  DAYTON  remarked  that  his  attention  had 
been  attracted  to  the  phraaeology  of  thin  bill  by 
the  observations  of  the  Sennlor  from  Vermont, 
[Mr.  PucLrs;]  which  phraseology,  he  conceived, 
rendered  it  necessary  that  the  bill  should  be 
rerommitted  for  the  piirpoae  of  beini;  corrected. 
His  observations  chic'dy  applied  to  the  penal  pro- 
visions of  the  bill;  these  he  referred  to  with  a 
view  of  showing  that  the  wording  of  those  pro- 
visions was  so  loose  that  acta,  before  innocent, 
are  made  not  onJy  penal  but  criminal;  for  they 
provide  for  the  recovery  of  fines  by  action  of  debt 
or  indictment.  What  courts  are  to  have  Jurisdic- 
tion? The  inquiry  cannot  be  answered  by  the 
bill.  This  applied  to  ail  the  penal  provisions,  (n 
Borne  instances  it  is  provided  that  the  informer 
shall  get  half  the  fine,  and  the  other  half  shall  go 
to  the  post  office;  whilf ,  in  other  instances,  it  is 
not  slated  where  the  reserved  half  is  to  go,  or 
who  is  to  recover  the  penally.  The  sixth  section 

}>rovides  for  the  levying  of  a  fine  of  not  less  than 
ifiy  dollars,  not  stating  how  much  over  fifty  dol- 
lars it  may  be.  In  the  12th  section  a  iUip  or  ves- 
.  sel  is  made  liable  to  the  penalty.  Was  the  ship 
itself  to  be  liable.'  [Mr.  Merrick,  from  his  seal, 
said,  "Certainly."]  Then,  if  it  was,  it  ought  to 
be  specifically  stated. 

It  seemed  to  him  that  these  were  matters  which 
merited  the  attention  of  the  chairman  of  the  Post 
Office  Committee  before  the  bill  became  Clic  sub- 
ject of  discussion.  The  general  phraseology  cer- 
tainly required  revision  at  his  hands. 

The  Senator  from  Rhode  Uh(nd-[Mr.  Simmoms] 
bad  aniiciputed  that  a  Bufficii'ntredue.iion  of  post- 
age would  increase  the  number  of  letters  to  be 
transmitted  by  mail  four-fold.  Now,  what  had 
been  the  experience  of  Grentn^riinin  on  the  im- 
jnenae  reduction  of  her  postagafrom  an  average 
of  fourteen  pence  to  one  penny.'  That  the  num- 
ber of  letters,  instead  of  being  increased  five-fold, 
as  anticipated,  had  only  increased  two  and  a  half 
fold.  Here  the  proposition  was,  to  make  a  much 
smaller  reduction;  and  was  ii  not  probable  that 
the  increase  would  not  be  even  half  that  expe- 
rienced in  Great  Britain .'  These,  however,  were 
topics  to  be  hereafter  discussed. 

Mr.  MERRICK  remarked  that  he  was  very 
desirous  of  correcting  and  modifying  the  bill  in 
every  particular  so  as  to  make  it  perfect;  but  he' 
thought  there  was  no  necessity  for  recommitting 
it,  OS  it  was  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  where 
it  was  entirely  proper  to  revise  and  correct  it. 
When  those  sections  referred  to  by  the  Senator 
from  New  Jersey  came  to  be  considered,  they 
could  be  amended  in  conformity  with  the  Sena- 
tor's suggestions. 

With  regard  to  the  arguments  of  the  Senator 
from  Rhode  Island,  [Mr.  Simmons,]  that  the  num- 
ber of  letters  would  be  ^reatly'increaaed  on  ihe 
express  routes,  should  his  amendment  prevail,  he 
had  no  doubt  they  were  correct  and  well  founded, 
so  far  as  those  routes  alone  were  concerned.  But 
there  was  a  great  difficulty  in  adjusting  the  rate, 
•o  as  to  embrace  the  express  routes  only;  for,  by 
making  the  distance  for  the  lowest  rate  of  post- 
age (five  cents])  two  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  it 
should  be  kept  in  mind  that  this  would  apply  to 
every  post  office  in  the  United  Slates,  making  ihe 
postage  within  a  circuit  of  two  hundred  and  fifty 
miles  around  each,  only  five  cents;  and  that  nine 
tenths  of  the  post  offices  of  the  Union  were  not 
within  any  of  the  express  routes.  Hence,  it  must 
be  obvious  that  all  the  advantages  which  could  be 
rained  on  the  increase  by  mailof  the  number  of 
fetters  on  the  express  routes,  would  be  lust  on 
the  post  office  circuits  ouuide  of  the  express 
routes. 

Mr.  M.  entered  into  a  variety  of  statistical  de- 
tails, with  a  view  of  showing  that  the  number  of 
letters  by  short  routes  paid  the  principal  part-  of 
the  income  of  the  Department;  and  therefore, 
there  was  greater  risk  in  regard  to  reductions  on 
the  short  than  on  the  long  routes. 

Mr.  M.  reiterated  bis  arguments  of  Friday,  in 
favor  of  doing  something  speedily  and  efiieclually 
to  sustain  the  Department.  He  read  several  let- 
ters, which,  as  cbairtnau  of  the  Post  Office  Com- 


mittee, he  had  received,  Showing  the  advantages 
to  be  exiiecled  by  the  proposed  change. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  next  obtained  the  floor. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WHITE,  the  Senate  ad- 
journed.      

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monday,  ^pril  1, 1844. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  that  this  day  had 
been  set  apart  for  the  consideration  of  the  busi- 
ness of  the  Territories. 

Mr.  WELLER  observed  that  a  number  of  the 
lerritnrial  bills  had  been  referred  to  k  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House,  while  other.')  of  them 
had  been  referred  to  theCommittecof  the  Whole 
on  the  slate  of  the  Union.  The  Hotise  would  see 
the  propriety  of  conxidering  them  alHn  one  com- 
mittee; and  he  would  therefore  move  to  dischai-ge 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  from  such 
of  the  bills  as  had  been  referred  to  it,  and  refer 
them  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  tne  state 
of  the  Union. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 
* 

Mr.  WELLER  moved  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
stale  of  the  Union;  but  withdrew  the  motion  at 
Ihe  request  of 

Mr.  SI.MONS,  who,  from  the  Committee  on 
Engraving,  offered  the  following  resolution; 
which,  by  general  consent,  was  considered  and 
agreed  to: 

Rtmlrtil,  TImt  Ihe  mnp  nf  the  New  .Madrid  and  Si.  Fran- 
cU  vwauip,  in  Mi^foiih  and  ArkaiiMut,  tw  ))ubIi^IllHl  to  ac- 
coiii|Utuy  the  document  on  driuniiiy;  wliicli  docuuitiiil  u 
ordered  in  lie  |iubli.ilieil  by  ilie  llim-e. 

Mr.  HOPKINS,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Olfico  and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  bill  to  es- 
labliHli  certain  post  routes  in  the  Territory  of 
Florida;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  stale  of  the 
Union. 

Mr.  PATTERSON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  A. 
Scott  Brown  and  others  to  construct  a  mill-race 
througli  the  public  lands;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  referred  i»  the  Cuminittee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  stale  of  the  Union. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr.  WELLER  moved  ihnt  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
slate  of  ihe  Union. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Illinois,  asked  the  gentleman 
fro[n  Ohio  to  wiilidrnw  his  motinn.  In  allow  him 
to  olfer  11  resoiutron  personal  to  himself. 

Mr.  WELLER  assenting, 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Illinois,  offered  Ihe  follow- 
ing resolution;  which  was  considered  by  general 
consent: 

Aefo/reif,  Thai  Ihe  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  loin- 
fnnn  ihi4  MoiiHe  Ihe  rule  wlilcli  lian  p»venie4l  Itic  t<eleeiion 
of  endi-li*  liir  adniia^ioii  tu  Itie  Military  Academy  at  Wen 
Point  Tiir  Ule  year  1844;  and  if  tlio  pniviitioii  of  liie  act  ap- 
provi'.d  Miireli  1,  ld43.  wliicli  provides  ■*  that  tlie  number  of 
cadelM  by  nppoinlineiitii  liereatter  to  be  mnde  ffhall  he  lim- 
ited In  the  iiunilier  ot'ltepre^entitttves  and  Delepiiefi  in  f^on- 
greraand  one  imm  llie  tlivlriet  of  Columbia,  and  thai  each 
coiifre^itinnal  anil  territorial  diilrict  and  tile  Oiiiiricl  of  Co- 
lunibl:i  iliiill  beeitliUeil  to  have  one  eadcl  at  naid  academy." 
Iiaa  lieen  complied  willi ;  and,  if  liSid  requirement  ol'  law 
liaa  not  been  obiferved,  the  reason  why  it  liaa  not  been  nb- 
MKed  ill  all  eatieA  ;  and  toi>|iccii'y  the  ciiaeM  in  which  it  has 
uoi  been  otiserved,  and  the  reaMw  for  each  caae. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Illinois, observed  that,  under 
the  law  of  Congress,  the  congressional  district 
he  bad  the  honor  to  represent  was  entitled  to  the 
appointment  of  one  cadet  to  tlie  Military  Acad- 
emy of  West  Point.  He  had  given  to  an  appli- 
cant from  bis  district  an  assurance  that  he  should 
receive  the  appointment;  but,  inasmuch  as  he 
had  not  received  it,  he  wished  to  get  some  in- 
formation from  the  War  Depai  tment  which  would 
exonerate  him  from  any  censure,  and  show  his 
constituents  that  he  had  doi)e  his  duty. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to.. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON,  with  the  assent  of  Mr. 
WxLLER,  offered  the  followingresdution;  which, 
by  general  consent,  was  considered,  and  agreed 
to: 

Rtuhtd,  Tbat  BO  mueb  of  the  two  laaolniioiu  of  Ihe 
18th  Jauuary,  aa  calla  nn  the  Preaident  fur  iiiformatiou 
Uierein  specified,  beyond  the  4th  of  March,  1841,  be,  and 
llie  same  are  hereby,  reicinded. 

Mr.  St.  JOHN  presented  certain  resolutions  of 
the  Legislature  of  Ohio,  in  relation  to  the  sales 


of  reserved  Wyandott  lands;  which  were  laid  on 
the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  STEWART,  of  Pennsylvania,  nlTertil  the 
following  resolution;  which,  1>eing  objected  to, 
lies  over: 

Raelcei,  That  ihe  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  lo  c«n. 
munieale  lo  thin  lioiira  the  report  of  Colnarl  Krararf, 
lopographienl  engineer,  on  Ihe  Mirvi-y  and  exaiuioaiina 
made  by  hiui  for  a  national  ro:id  from  ITiiionii>M'n,  Pcau*yt^ 
vania,  iiy  way  of  Piiuburg,  to  Lalie  Erie. 

TERRITORIAL  BILLS. 

Mr.  WELLER  renewed  his  motion  that  the 
House  resolve  itself  into  the  CummitUM  of  ihf 
Whole  nn  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  At  Speaker 
called  Mr.  White  to  the  chair. 

The  committee  took  up  a  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  improvements  on  the  weatemanore 
ef  Lake  Michigan;  which  was  laid  aiidetobt 
reported  to  the  House. 

The  coi.nmitte»  then  look  up  bill  No.  343,  be- 
ing a  bill  making  certain  improvemenis  in  the 
Territory  of  Iowa;  which  was  dehnied  nnd  ei- 

Rlained  by  Mr.  CARROLL,  Mr.  VINTON, and 
Ir.  STEENROD. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa,  went  into  some  exph- 
nations  of  the  objects  on  which  he  nn>)insed  to 
ex|>end  the  sum  appropriated  by  tnis  Govem- 
ment  for  the  Territory  which  he  represented. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  moved  to  amend  the  bill  liy 
striking  out  the  appropriation  of'|7,000  for  IM 
:  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Dubuque. 
I      The    amendmerft   was   opposed   by  Memri. 
i  DODGE  of  lows,  DODGE  i>f  Wisconsin,  BAR- 
NARD, and  CARROLL 
The  amendment  was  rejected.    ■ 
Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa,  moved  to  amend  the  bill 
by  inserting,  "and  that  the  amount  shall  be  ex- 
pended  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of 
Wnr;"  which  was  adopted. 
The  bill  was  then  laid  aside  to  be  reported. 
The  committee  then  took  up  the  bill  making 
appropriations  for  certain  improvements  in  the 
Terriiory  of  Florida. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LEVY,  the  following  ataeail- 
ment  WHS  agreed  to: 
That  llie  amouui  appropriated  in  be  eipendrd  auderiWi 
i  bill  shall  be  eapcoded  under  the  direction  of  Uie  S«cRtafT 
of  War. 

The  hill  was  further  debated  by  Messrs.  LEVY, 
CAMPBELL,  STKWART  of  Pennsylvania, 
BIDLACK,  SMITH  of  Indiana,  and  oiben; 
and  was  then  laid  aside  to  be  reported  to  tbe 
House. 

The  committee  then  proceeded  to  consider  lJi« 
following  bills;  which  were  severally  laid  atiila 
to  be  reported: 

A  bill  to  establish  a  new  collection  district  for 
(he  Territory  of  Florida,  to  be  called  the  Suwanne 
district; 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  selection  of  certain  scliool 
lands  in  the  Territories  of  Florida,  Iowa,  and 
Wisconsin; 

A  bill  making  an  appropriation  to  defray  tbi 
expenses  of  ihe  session  of  the  Assembly  of  the 
Territory  of  Wisconsin,  held  in  December, IMJ, 
and  January,  1843; 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  Uniinl 
States,  to  iftsue  patents  for  the  town  lots  (old  lo 
the  town  of  Mineral  Point,  in  the  Territorjr  of 
Wisconsin; 

A  bill  supplemental  to  an  act  entitled  "An  art 
for  laying  off  the  towns  of.  Fort  Madison  ami 
Burlington,  in  ihe  county  of  Dps  Moines, aod  die 
towns  of  Belleview,  Dubuque,  and  Peru,  in  tlw 
county  of  Dubuque,  Territory  of  Wiseoi«i»i 
(now  lowaj  and  for  other  purposes;"  apprond 
the  3d  of  July,  1836;  and  the  amendatory  act 
thereto,  itppriived  March  3d,  1837; 

A  bill  granting  to  the  county  of  Duboqne  c«- 
tain  loj(s  of  ground  in  the  town  of  Dubaqoe; 

A  bill  to  establish  certain  post  routes  in  IM 
Territory  of  Florida; 

A  bill  lo  authorize  the  issuing  or  patentifw 
certain  lands  in  the  St.  Augustine  land  disUWi 
in  Florida,  tUe  sales  of  which  were  not  legubilf 
reported ; 

A  bill  making  appropriations  fbr  certain  m* 
provements  in  the  Territory  of  Florida;    _   . 

A  bill  making  appropriations  for  certain  ■>* 
provements  in  tne  Territory  of  Iowa;  and 

A  bill  directing  the  President  of  the  Pw" 
States  to  cause  the  reserved  leud  mines  in  iw 
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State  of  Illinois,  and  in  the  Territories  of  Wis- 
consin and  Iowa  to  be  sold. 

This  laat  bill  was  debated  by  Messrs.  DODGE 
of  Wisconsin,  DODGE  of  Iowa,  JAMESON, 
HOQE,  HARDIN,  BARNARD.C.JOHNSON, 
and  others. 

Mr.  OWEN  said  that  he  rose,  not  for  the  pur- 
pose of  debatini;  the  aueition  whether  these  min- 
eral lands  should  be  brought  into  market  imme- 
diately or  not;  nor  at  what  up-set  price  it  was 
expedient  to  offer  them.  He  rose  merely  to 
/uruish  to  the  committee,  at  the  call  of  his 
friend  from  Iowa,  [Mr.  Dodge,]  the  facta  in  re- 
sard  to  a  survey  already  made  of  these  mineral 
lands. 

It  waa  true,  as  stated  by  the  gentlemen  from 
Iowa  and  Illinois,  (Messrs.  Doosb  and  Hosb,] 
that  his  brother,  Duvid  Dale  Owen,  was  em|tloyea 
by  the  General  Government,  he  believed  in  the 
year  1839,  to  make  a  geological  exploration  of 
Uie  very  lands  included  in  the  bill  under  consid- 
eration— the  lead  mineral  lands  of  Iowa,  Wiscon- 
sin, and  northern  Illinois.  Assisted  by  a  lar^ 
party,  and  at  considerable  expense,  he  bad  ex- 
amined that  entire  mineral  region  in  detail,  and 
bad  tnade  to  the  Department  an  elaborate  report, 
accompanied  by  maps  and  other  illustrations, 
showing,  not  only  tlie  precise  boundary  of  that 
region  in  which,  aa  geological  indications  proved, 
valuable  mines  existed,  but  embodying  also  all 
such  details  aa  went  to  show  the  precise  charac- 
ter and  relative  value  of  different  portions  of  the 
tract.  He  did  not  make  anv  estimate  of  the 
value,  for  he  was  not  required  by  his  instructions 
so  tn'do. 

The  gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Hose,] 
however,  was  incorrect  ii>  supposing  that  this  re- 
port had  ever  been  published,  with  the  accompa- 
nying maps  and  illustrations.  It  never  had.  It 
was  published,  under  a  standing  rule  of  the  Sen- 
ste,  in  a  mutilated  form,  without  a  single  map  or 
other  illustration— some  nf  them  indispensable 
even  to  render  it  intelligible — and  only  to  the 
amount  of  the  regular  number  publiahed  by  the 
Senate  of  all  documents  that  were  printed  at  all. 
So  rare  had  the  document  become,  that,  mutilated 
and  imperfect  as  it  was,  the  Land  Office  depart- 
ment had  to  ofler  several  dollara  for  a  single  copy 
In  retain  for  reference.  Twice  ilie  Commissioner 
of  the  Land  Office,  in  his  annual  report,  had  rec- 
ommended the  printing  with  the  illuatrations;  but 
in  consequence,  he  believed,  of  some  difficulty  in 
regard  to  the  printing  of  maps  and  illustrations, 
and  the  idea  then  prevulent  that  the  prices  paid 
for  such  works  were  extravasaiit,  the  matter  fell 
through.  The  result  was,  tliat  to  hundreds  of 
applicationa  made  to  the  Land  Office  for  that  doc- 
ument, and  to  hundreds  more  made  to  his  brother 
for  the  same,  both  had  been  obliged  to  reply  that 
it  was  not  to  be  had. 

He  hoped  he  should  not  be  considered  as  in- 
fluenced by  personal  predilection,  when  he  ex- 
pressed his  conviction  that,  let  the  decision  in  re- 
gard to  the  prompt  sale  of  the  mineral  lauds  be 
as  it  will,  it  was  important  to  the  public,  the 
owner  of  these  mineral  lands,  ^  which  Doctor 
Owen  declared  to  be,  in  his  opinion,  one  of  the 
most  valuable  mineral  regions  in  the  world,)  that 
the  report  showing  in  detail  the  character  of 
these  lands  should  be  published;  and  published 
— aa,  to  be  useful,  it  must  be — with  the  maps  and 
illustrations  accompanying  it. 

He  rcgrettedlo  say  that,  by  some  accident,  the 
maps  and  illustrations  furnished  by  Doctor  Owen 
to  the  department,  had  been  lost  or  mislaid,  but 
Doctor  Owen  had  duplicates  of  the  same;  and  if 
called  upon  to  do  so,  would  furnish  another  copy 
forpublication. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  aside  to  be  reported. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bills 
to  the  House,  which  had  been  acted  upon  in 
committee;  they  were  all  taken  up  on  the  ques- 
tion of  their  engrossment,  and  were  read  a  third 
time  and  passed,  except  the  bill  directing  the  sale 
.  of  the  reserved  lead  mines. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 
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The  following  petitions,  prcfcnted  to-day,  were  handed  to 
the  reporlenn  by  the  ineiitbera  pretenlinR  Uiem  : 

By  Mr.  McCLEKNAND:  The  petition  of  W.  M.  Rw- 
bnnks  and  numeroiu  others,  citiaens  of  Gallatin,  Hardin, 
Pitpe,  MaMae,  Johnson.  PulaKki,  Alexnnder,  and  other 
counties  In  the  State  of  tllinnin,  praying  CongretA  to  uike 
Immediate  menfuren  for  eslabliMiinK  an  armory  at  Fort 
MajMic.  In  Mid  State;  wlilcb  was  rvferred  to  the  ComaiH- 
tee  on  Military  Affiiirs. 

Aldo,  the  petitions  of  seveml  thousand  cilixens  of  the 
State  of  Illhini»,  setting  forth  tlie  Importance  of  the  great 
Wnhash  river  as  a  channel  of  commerce,  nnd  tlie  dangers 
now  attending  its  nnvirntion  ;  thst  tlie  country  bordering 
apon  it  is  one  of  tlie  ncliesi,  nrnst  feriUe,  and  populous  in 
the  great  West;  and  tbeir  sola  reliance  Is  upon  this  stream 
to  enable  ibem  to  send  their  surpltis  producft  to  market. 
Tlie  potJtionersrppresent  that  said  rivfr  is  declared  by  law 
to  be  a  niu|onaI  highway,  nnd  that  the  States  are  denied 
Jurisdictioirover  it  for  the  purpose  of  its  improvement; 
that,  on  thissround,  ills  incumbent  on  Congress  to  improve 
it.  and  that,  by  so  doing,  it  would  insure  a  speedy  sale  of 
the  public  lands  in  the  vicinity.  The  peliiiuns  were  referred 
to  the  (Committee  on  Public  Landit. 

By  Mr.  CATLIN  :  The  memorial  of  Joseph  H.Rayroond 
and  others,  heirs  of  Joshua  Raymond,  deceased,  praying 
for  a  pension ;  which  was  referred  to  ibe  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Pensions. 

Also,  Uie  memnri.il  of  Beta  P.  Spalding  and  one  hundred 
others,  citixeiis  of  Brooklyn,  CoBueclicui,  against  the  an- 
neiation  ofTexas  to  the  Union ;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

Also,  the  memorintof  ^  ward  Whitney  and  two  hundred 
and  ninety-eight  others,  citizens  of  Norwich,  Connecticut, 
praying  that  tJie  spirit  ration  In  the  Armv  may  be  abolished ; 
tbc  merooriat  of  John  B.  Fletcher  and  two  hundred  and 
eight  otlierSfCitizPiiBorNew  York,  upon  the  same  subject: 
the  memorial  of  Frederick  Henviti  and  two  linndred  and 
Ibirty-four  others,  citizens  of  New  York,  upon  the  sama 
subject;  the  memorial  of  Jamea  McKie  and  flrarbuw!red 
and  one  others,  citizens  of  New  Y«rk',  upon  the  same  sub- 
ject ;  he  memorial  of  Georige  Hall  and  seven  hundred  and 
Ibnrteen  others,  citisens  of  tlie,  city  of  Brooktyp,  Long 
Inland,  on  tbe  aame  subjoct;  which  ware  referred  to  UU« 
CommitlMon  Naval  Affiilrs. 

By  Mr.  WETHGRED:  A  memorial  signed  by  Philip  T. 
BlUott  and  three  hundred  and  lorty  others,  citizens  of  BaN 
timore,  praying  Congress  to  abstain  from  all  legislation  oo 
tbe  BUhleet  of  the  lariffl 

By  Air.  RAMS£Y :  Tbe  petition  of  Martin  F«arly,  Lewis 
A.  Lukeus,  and  eighty  others,  citizens  of  Lebanon  county, 
Pennsylvania ;the  petition  ofChrlstianHenr>-,  Samuel  Rein- 
hard,  and  numerous  others,  citizens  nf  Lebanon  county, 
Fenasylt^nia ;  the  petition  of  Jaeob  Hicks,  D.  W.  Simon* 
ton,  and  eighty  others,  citizens  of  Dauphin  county,  Penn- 
sylvania; the  petition  of  John  Barnett,  Jolin  W.  Cowden, 
and  forty  others,  citizens  of  Dauphin  county,  Pennsylvania ; 
all  protCKting  ajtalnKt  nuy  interference  on  the  part  of  Con- 
gress  with  the  tariffnf  1843. 

By  Mr.  BLACK,  of  Pennsylvania:  Three  petitions  signed 
by  one  hundred  and  forty  two  citizens  of  Cumberlimd  nnd 
Franklin  counties,  Pentisylvanin,  A||nin»t  any  alteraiinn  in 
the  present  tariff*;  which  were  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
Ihe  Whole  H<«i9e. 

By  Mr.  McILVATNE :  The  reroonatranee  of  Alexander 
Mode  and  iltiriy-two  others,  citizens  of  Chester  county, 
Fenn^cylvania,  ajtainst  anv  reduction  of  the  prefienl  turffT- 

By  Mr.  PUTTER,  of  6hlo :  A  memorial  from  S*atnnel 
Clark,  of  Wood  county,  Oliio,  praying  lor  a  reduction  in 
the  rate  of  postage  ;  which  wqs  referred  to  the  Committee 
oil  the  Post  Office  and  Pomi  Roads. 

By  Mr.  SCHENCK :  Tbe  petition  of  William  Gove,  for 
an  invalid  pension  ;  which  was  referred  to  cbe  Committee 
on  Naval  AfTatrs. 

By  Mr.  OUNLAP :  The  petition  of  Ihe  lieirs  of  Oavid 
Bradiflli,  deceased,  on  officer  in  the  revolutionary  waK  for 
sommutniion  of  five  years'  pay  promised  to  tiif  <iffirers  of  the 
Revolution,  under  the  revolves  of  Cnaarest  of  17BU  and  1763 ; 
also,  a  petition  of  ihu  heirs  of  Captain  Richard  Mayberry, 
deceaiuni,  late  of  Cumberland  county,  Maine,  for  ftve  years' 
full  pay,  promised  tn  officers  of  the  Revolution  by  Uic  re- 
solve of  Ctmgress  ofMarch  39. 1780 ;  which  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Bevolulioiiary  Claims. 

By  Mr.  SMITH,  of  Illinois  :  The  application  of  Geoife 
Steele,  for  paynteiii  of  :i  horse  lost  in  thn  Black  Hawk  war ; 
which  xvM  referrfid  to  Uie  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

By  Mr  BOWER:  The  petition  of  Thomas  B.  Brown  and 
eighty  three  others,  praying  the  improvemnni  of  the  west- 
mi  waters  ;  also,  the  petition  of  John  H.  Todd  and  thirty- 
one  others,  praying  the  improvement  of  the  western  waters ; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  of  tbe  Whole  on  the 
•tale  of  the  Union. 


IN  SENATE. 

TvKSDKT,Jll>ril2,  1844. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  ttmport  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  report  from  tbe  Commissioner  of  Public 
Buildings,  made  in  compliance  with  a  resolution 
of  the  Senate,  transmitting  statements  of  the 
amount  of  moneys  received  by  tbe  GoTernment 
for  lots  sold  in  Washington  city. 

The  following  statements  were  copied  from  the 
report  of  the  Commissioner: 

It  appears  from  the  records  in  his  office  that 
there  were  Mfigned  to  tbe  United  States  by  tbe 


original  proprietors,  lots  to  the  number  of  ten 
thousand  one  hundred  and  thirty-six;  and  that 
there  have  been  sold  of  that  number  for  public 
purposes,  seven  thousand  six  hundred  and  ten 
for  the  sum  of  (765,676  44. 

The  number  of  lota  conveyed  under  donations 
from  Congress,  to  charitable  and  literary  institu- 
tions, were  seven  hundred  and  seventy-one,  and 
valued  at  $70,000. 

For  the  Orphan  Asylum  39  lots  valued  at  410,000 
"       Sisters  of  Charity  70  "  10,000 

"       Columbian  College  182      "  25,000 

"       Georgetown  College  490     "  25,000 

There  remain  untold  at  this  time  one  thousand 
■even  hundred  and  fifty-live  lots,  which,  at  the 
present  assessment,  are  worth  |G4,]53  39. 

There  are  twenty-one  avenues  and  one  hun- 
dred and  sixteen  streets.  The  avenues  vary  from 
one  hundred  and  twenty  to  one  hundred  and  sixty 
feet  in  width;  the  streets  from  eighty  to  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  feet  in  width, and  embrace  a  dis- 
tance of  two  hundred  and  twenty-eight  miles. 

The  streets  and  avenuea  contain  two  thousand 
six  hundred  and  fifty-four  actCs,  or  115,608,240 
square  feet  of  land,  and  were  transferred  to  the 
Govern mentwithoutany  pecuniary  compensation 
for  tbe  same. 

The  quantit]r  of  land  reserved  for  the  use  of  th« 
United  6lates,  in  the  division  of  the  same  between 
the  United  States  and  the  original  propristora  in 
the  city  of  Washington,  was  five  hundred  and 
forty-one  acres  one  rood  and  twenty-nine  perches, 
or  23,584,7451  square  feet.  The  reservations  were 
■aventeen  in  number,  a*  follows* 

I.  Til*  Presjdeei's  iqaafe,  oa  wlileb  an  sreeted  tiM 
PrMidesi's  msDtioo,  and  the  State,  Trass-  jl,R.P. 

nr)r,  War,  and  Navy  DepsruiMiDU 63  t  93 

Jt.  Capiiol  aqusre  and  oiall,  (Capitol,) 937  0    8 

3.Tbepiirk 99  3   9 

4.  Univenrity  Miuare  (new  «b.ervalocy) 19  t    9 

5.  Tbe  fort  at  Turkey  Uussai4(Oi«eDlear<  Point) 

(arienal  and  peniteaUnry) 98  9  31 

9.  Tbe  wot  market  oo  Ibe  Poinnuc,  covered  with 

wstrr -   -  - 

7.  The  cpiiter-mnrket  (market  house) 9  3  93 

8.  Th<!  tiaiionnl  church  cqniire  (patent  office)...    4  0  95 

9.  Judiciary  iiqiiarff  (City  Hall,  new  Jail,  and  ia- 

»ne  ItonpilHl) j, 10  1  97 

10.  North  nf  Pennsylvania  av«nue,  l»e(ween  Third 

and  Paurand-a-  half  atreeu  waM 8  0  31 

11.  Between  north  B  and  C  (treeu  and  Sacoad 

and  Third  Mrncii  weM 3  9  34 

19.  North  of  Pennsylvania  avenue  between  Sec- 
ond and  Third  nirecii  wexl 114 

13.  Hnapilal  square  (maiplsine  and  almti-hoaH),.  77  0  99 

14.  Navy.yard  Minare,  (navy  yard,  Ito.) 19  3  15 

15.  Eairicrn  market  houM  (market  botue) 1  0  91 

16.  Do du 1093 

17.  The  town-hooM  square 91  I  99 

Tout ' 541  I  99 

For  these,  the  Government  paid  at  the  rate  of 
|66'  66i  .per  acre,  amounting  to  $36,099,  from 
money  arising  from  the  sale  of  city  lots.  These 
reservations  were  all  carefully  selected  by  Presi- 
dent Washington  for  public  purposes.  It  was 
his  intention  that  the  larger  ones  should  be  sub- 
stantially inclosed,  and  planted  with  ornamental 
shade  trees,  and  that  there  should  be  gravel  walks 
and  carriage-wayg  for  citizens  and  strangers  to 
exercise  on  foot,  on  horseback,  or  in  carriages, 
for  health  or  recreation.. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JARNAGIN,  the  report  waa 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

FALLS  OF  THE  OHIO. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  H  ANNEGAN,  five  hundred 
extra  copies  were  ordered  to  be  printed  of  the 
report  oi  Captain  Cram,  of  the  survey  and  esti- 
mated cost  for  ifnproving  tbe  navigation  of  the 
Ohio  river  at  the  falls. 

PBTITIOKI,  ETC. 

Mr.  UPHAM  presented  three  several  roeroo- 
riiils  from  citizens  of  tbe  towns  of  Orange,  Brain- 
tree,  and  Marshfield,  in  the  county  of  Washing- 
ton, Vermont,  solemnly  pretesting  against  the 
annexation  of  Texas  by  treaty,  or  in  any  other 
mode,  without  the  consent  of  all  the  States,  as 
unconstitutional,  injurious  to  the  rights  and  in- 
terests, end  injurious  to  tbe  basis  nnd  perpetuity 
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of  the  Union;  which  were  Bevcrally  referred  to 
the  Coinmittre  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  presenlpd  a  memorial  from  cit- 
izens of  Clark  coiiniy,  Ohio,  prniesliiig  against 
the  admission  of  Texas  into  the  Union. 

Mr,  T.  said  there  was  no  such  question  before 
the  Senate-,  the  remonstrance  was  against  some 
supposed  measure.  He  therefore  moved  to  lay 
it  on  the  table. 

The  motion  was  sgrccd  to. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  presented  four  memorials 
from  the  State  of  New  York,  remonstrating 
against  any  alteration  in  the  existing  tarilT;  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  a  memorial  from  a 
number  of  individuals  composing  the  tribe  of 
Stuckbridge  Indians,  resident  in  Wisconsin,  set- 
ting forth,  at  considerable  length,  the  unsettled 
suite  of  their  affairs,  arising  particularly  from  the 
act  of  Congress  of  1842,  making  them  citizens  of 
the  United  States;  complaining  that  the  operation 
of  that  act  was  very  iiijuriuus,  and  praying  that 
it  be  repealed,  or  that  tlicy  be  relieved  from  its 
operation;  which  was  re&rred  to  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Aflaira. 

REPORTS  FROM  C0MMITTEB8. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  reported  a  bill  making  an  appropria- 
tion for  the  repair  of  the  custom-house  and  post 
office  building  in  Charleston,  South  Carolina; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  read- 
rng. 

Mr.  BERRIEN,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition 
of  Anna  Maria  Baldwin,  praying  compensation 
for  attending  as  a  witness  on  the  part  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  on  the  trial  for  burning  the  Treasury 
building.  It  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and 
be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BERRIEN,  the  committee 
was  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  petition  of  Rebecca  H.  Gnon,  praying  the 
reimbursement  of  the  amount  of  a  judgment  ob- 
tained against  her  by  the  United  States  for  an 
alleged  trespass  on  the  mineral  lands;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

SevemI  adverse  reports  of  standing  committees, 
on  private  claims,  wfre  taken  up  and  concurred 
in  by  the  Senate. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ATCHISON,  the  petition 
and*  documents  of  the  widow  of  Miles  Gofnrth, 
were  ordered  to  be  taken  from  the  files  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FULTON,  leave  was  granted 
to  withdraw  from  the  files  the  petition  and  papers 
of  Daniel  McKiaick.  Mr.  F.  mid  that,  with  some 
additional  evidence  which  had  been  obtained,  the 
Department  would  be  enabled  to  allow  the  pen- 
sion. 

BILL  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  BAGBY,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  au- 
thorizing the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  to  com- 
promise and  settle  with  the  securities  of  John  H. 
Owen,  late  receiver  of  the  public  moneys  at  St. 
Stephen,  Alabama;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  a  second  reading. 

CHEROKEE  INDIANS. 

Mr.  JARNAGIN  submitted  the  following  res- 
olution; which,  under  the  rule,  ties  one  day  on 
(be  table: 

Retolred,  TIwi  the  Stcnnrfof  Wnr  report  tn  the  Sen- 
slo  anv  power  of  atlomejr  from  Cbemkce  liidianB  to  Wil- 
liam 11.  Thomaii,  fil^d  by  liim  in  1639;  wimi  inoney  wu 
psid  on  tlieni,  anil  when,  nnd  nrliy  the  whole  amount  was 
not  paid  ;  when  William  11.  Thomai  was  appointed  a^nt 
•D  diabuntc  m  Cherulcees  the  monoya  due  tbem,  bow  much 
he  received,  and  the  voucbcra  for  the  dinliursement  thereof 
— ahowinf  ilie  date  of  the  rcapectfve  paymenu,  and  to 
whom  made;  and  why  it  waa  the  money*  were  not  psM 
ou  llie  power*  of  attorney;  andwliyTlH»ma»waaappoinicd 
a(ent  to  diaburae  aaid  moneya.  The  Bttntuy  of  war  will 
alao  report  coiiies  of  all  comnninicaUons  (mm  the  War  De- 
partment, or  Coramiaaioner  of  Indisn  AITaira,  to  aaid  Wil- 
liam II.  Thoinaa.  durliin  the  yesra  IfM,  1040.  and  1841,  aa 
aUo  nil  letters  or  cnminunicationa  fVom  aaid  Thomaa  to  the 
War  Depanmeni  or  Commiaaioner  of  Indian  AOkirs,  daring 
aaid  yeara,  particularly  tlioas  dated  in  July,  1B40,  Grain  Ash- 
ville,  North  Carolina. 

UTTLB  CHAIN. 
The  following  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr. 
Bentok  on  Friday  last,  was  taken  up,  and  adopted : 
Rtnleci,  That  tbv  Secretary  of  the  War  Department  be 


direrteil  to  cnii^e  an  exnminntiori  ami  re)Hirt  to  be  nmtle  on 
the  praclicnbilily  niiil  pniltahte  expettse  or  irnpmvtni  ihe 
navisaijou  of  the  MiAni-iaippi  river  al  ihe  place  called  the 
"  LUUt  Ckain.**  beuig  the  place  where  the  liri^t  chain  of 
rncka  overreach  upon  Uie  river  above  Uie  mouth  of  Uio  i 
Ohio.  . 

MILITARY  ACADEMT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  the  previous  or- 
ders of  the  day  were  postponed ,  and  the  bill  from 
the  House  making  appropriation  for  ilie  support 
of  the  iMilitary  Academy  for  the  fiscjtl  yar  com- 
mencing on  the  1st  July,  1844,  and  ending  30ih 
June,  1845,  was  taken  up  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  considered,  reported  to  the  Senate,  read 
the  third  time, and  passed. 

FORTIFICATION  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  the  bill  from  the 
House  making  appropriations  for  certain  fortifi- 
cations o(  the  United  States  for  the  fiscal  year 
commencing  the  1st  July,  1844,  and  ending  30th 
June,  1845,  was  taken  up  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  • 

Mr.  SEVIER  did  not  know  that  this  bill  had 
passed  the  House.  He  was  utterly  surprised 
when  he  heard  it  read,  to  find  that  it  left  out  one 
half  of  the  foru  at  the  most  exposed  points  in  this 
Union;  and  there  was  not  a  single  reason  as- 
signed for  such  an  omission.  There  lind  been,  at 
some  of  these  points,  works  in  progress  for  years, 
and  not  one  dollar  was  appropriated  in  this  bill 
for  their  completion.  He  should  like  the  honor- 
able Senator  from  Maiiie  [Mr.  Evans]  to  inform 
him  why  Fort  Smith  and  Fort  Gibson,  which  had 
been  progressing  for  years,  and  had  cost  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  Slates  thousnndii  of  dollars, 
and  which  were  now  suspended  fur  want  of 
money  to  carry  them  on,  were  left  out .'  It  was 
amazing  that  the  bill  should  make  appropriations 
for  fortifications  in  other  unimportant  sections, 
and  leave  out  every  fort  of  importance  on  the 
western  frontier.  If  gentlemen  expected  to  get 
works  done  in  this  partial  manner,  without  op- 
position or  debate,  they  were  mistaken.  If  there 
waa  no  change  of  its  provisions,  he  should  vote 
against  the  bill.  He  again  asked  the  Senator  if 
he  knew  why  those  forts  had  been  left  out.' 

Mr.  EVANS  did  not  know  precisely  why  they 
had  been  left  onl.     The  bill  had  been  sent  from 
the  House  of  Representatives,  and  he  supposed  ' 
there  was  a  reason  for  omitting  them.     In  the  i 
first  place,  the  bill  was  founded  upon  an  estimate  '• 
of  the  Depanmeni;  and  in  some  of  the  sums  i 
granted,  the  appropriations  fell  short  fifty  per  j 
cent,   of  the  estimates,   in   other   cases    more.  | 
Several   works  were   left  out  as  well  as   those 
mentioned    by    the    Senator    from    Arkonsas. 
The   estimates    of   the    Department   amounted 
to    $M>SI),O0O.     This    bill    reduced     them'  to 
$5OU,0U0.     Upon  what  rule  this  reduction   was 
made,  he  did  not  know.     For  himself,  he  wasde- 
sirousof restoring  theappropriation  to  something 
like  the  estimates;  or,  at  all  events,  going  into 
an  examination  of  the  various  objects  of  appro- 
priations, and  see  where  increase  was  necessary, 
and  where  it  could  be  dispensed  with.     He  was 
admonished,  however,  that  no  increased  appro- 
priation which  the  Senate  might  choose  to  make  ; 
would  be  likely  to  be  agreed  to,  or  carried  into  I 
effect  in   the  other  House.    He  was  in  faror,  { 
himself,  of  every  deficiency  in  the  appropriations 
being  filled;  but  he  was  not  sure  that  the  works  | 
mentioned  by  the  Senator  from  Arkansas  were  \ 
not  left  out  (or  other  reasons  than  those  of  re-  | 
trenehment.    The  estimates  upon  which  this  bill 
was  founded  came  from  the  enginecrdepartment,  | 
and  not  from  the  Q,uartermaster General's,  from 
which  those  concerning  the  forts  alluded  to  by 
the  Senator.from  Arkansas  have  heretofore  come. 
A  majority  of  the  committee  thought  it  was  ex- 
pedient, while  the  Treasury  was  in  an  exhausted 
condition,  not  to  recommend  any  increase  of  ap- 
propriation in  this  bill,  but  to  leave  the  bill  as  it 
was,  and  when  the  finances  were  so  improved  as 
to  justify  it,  to  get  these  matters  restored  to  the  J 
full  amount  of  the  estimates.    Possibly  it  was  ! 
intended  to  place  within  some  other  bill  all  the  ' 
appropriations  estimated  for,  and  leaving  them  < 
out  of  this  bill,  for  fortifications  which  came  under  I 
another  head,  and  the  appropriations  for  which  j 
emanated   from  another  Department.    This  he  i 
suggested  with  some  hesitation,  because  he  was  I 
not  sure  that  such  was  the' intention.     He  was  i 
aware  that  the  honorable  Senator  from  Arkansas  i 


had  nlways  expressed  a  strong  snliciiud(  thnt  iht 
forlifications  on  the  southern  frontier  ahnnid  be 
erected,  but  did  not  know  what  particular  exi- 
gency there  wna  for  them  on  that  ^rotlti<^^.  M« 
did  not  know  whether  it  was  designed  that  tliey 
should  be  maintained  in  the  pluses  where  tlicy 
were  commenced,  or  whether  they  were  lobe 
removed. 

Mr.  SEVIER  suggested  that  his  frieni]  vu 
mistaken  in  his  geography,  in  talking  about  those 
forts  being  south.  He  was  fur  msiiiuiiiiine  the 
forts  on  the  western  bo'di^r,  between  us  anJ  ilie 
Indians  who  had  obtained  patenufortheirlandi. 
The  Senator  suggested  that  these  forts  might  lure 
been  cut  down  altogether.  They  were  not  cut 
down,  but  left  out  altogether. 

Mr.  EVANS  observed  that  so  were  otiiets  left 
out. 

Mr.  SEVIER.  If  there  were  important  fom 
to  be  left  out,  they  should  all  share  tlie  aaine  fate. 
Bills  of  this  description  were  all  the  same,  wheth- 
er they  emanated  from  the  engineer  or  any  other 
department.  He  should  like  to  know  any  pnil 
reason  why  the  Senate  should  permit  ilie  Hnuar, 
for  any  freak  of  theirs,  to  frame  a  bill  under  dif- 
ferent heads,  for  the  childish  purpose  of  safinj 
this  or  that.' 

Mr.  EVANS  did  not  know  that  such  wss  ib« 
intention  of  the  House,  but  he  had  supposed  •», 
fA)m  another  case  in  which  the  Senate  lisd  arotml- 
ed  a  biH  of  the  House,  and  the  amendments  were 
not  concurred  in.  He  had  been  informed  Uist 
the  House,  in  omitting  these  appro|iriations,  ooo- 
temiilated  I'mbracins  them  in  nnnther  bill. 

Mr.  SEVIER  said  that  the  objection  he  had  to 
the  bill,  as  it  now  stood,  was  not  onseconol  of 
the  amount  proposed  to  be  appropriated,  buiiliat, 
for  the  purpose  of  economizing  or  rettenchinf, 
all  important  forts  on  the  western  frniiliemalioiild 
be  omitted— the  Missouri  fmniicr,  the  Arkanui 
frontier,  two  thousand  miles  in  length,  were  all 
left  out;  while  on  the  Atlantic,  at  Charleston,  lUo- 
bile.  New  York,  and  all  along*  Ihe  coast,  wbicli 
were  represented  by  friends  of  the  committee,  ik* 
fortifications  were  embraced'  in  the  bill.  He 
wanted  no  such  partial  legislation,  so  far  as  he 
was  concerned.  He  waa  for  all  appro|iriatioii« 
for  objects  of  this  kind  being  in  the  same  Inll. 
He  hoped  that  the  chairman  would  sec  that  the 
Senate  should  have  them  altogether;  and  with  a 
view  to  rflect  that  object,  he  jvould  mure  to  re- 
commit this  bill  to  the  ComTnitlpe  on  ■Fiiitiia, 
with  instructions  to  put  iu  it  the  fortrio  whicli 
he  had  alluded. 

Mr.  EVANS  said  that  would  hardly  be  neces- 
sary. He  suegested  the  propriety  of  Jcttisj  it 
lie  over  till  to-morrow,  when  the  Senator  fr»a 
Arkansas  could  move  to  amend  it  by  iiicluiling 
those  forts. 

Mr.  SEVIER  was  satisfied;  and  the  billwai 
passed  oter  informally. 

CAROLINE  E.  CLITHERALL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KINO,  the  previous  orders 
of  the  day  were  postponed,  and  tht  Senate  took 
up  for  consideration,  as  in  Coinmitt>'e  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Carolise  E. 
Clithcrall,  widow  of  Dr.  George  C.  Clithetall. 
late  a  surgeon  in  the  Army  of  the  United  Statea. 

There  being  no  proposition  to  amend,  it  was 
reported  to  the  Senate,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

COLLECTION  DISTRICT  IN  FLORIDA. 

The  House  bill  entitled  "  An  act  for  theeaiab- 
lishment  of  a  new  collection  district  for  the  Ttr- 
ritory  of  Florida,  to  be  called  llie  Suwannee  dis- 
trict," wns  read  twice. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  moved  that  it  be  re- 
ferred to  tlic  Committee  on  TerrRories. 

Some  debate  took  place  on  this  proposilies  u 
refer.  The  question  involved  in  debau;  waa, 
whether  it  was  not  more  proper,a  regular shimt- 
ing  Committee  on  Terriiones  having  l»en  eresw), 
to  refer  alt  bills,  of  whatever  cbanicler,  affceiin) 
the  Territories,  to  that  committee? 

Messrs.  HUNTINGTON,  BERRIEN,  ««<l 
KING,  thought  that,  to  carry  out  the  views  nf 
those  urging  the  appointment  of  the  Tcmtotiil 
Committee,  this  bill  should  go  to  that  cotnmili*'- 

Messrs.  EVANS,  BUCH  AN  AN,  M  ERBICK, 
and  BAGBY,  were  uiideratuud  to  advocate  w 
reference  to  the  Comtniitce  on  Commerce,  and  i<i 
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contend  that  those  subjects  of  entirely  local  na- 
ture sboutd  ^  to  the  Commiuee  on  territories. 

The  question  was  put  on  the  modem  to  refer 
the  bill  to  the  CoQimittee  on  Territories,  and  de- 
cUi'^i  in  the  negative. 

The  bill  was  then  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

Sereral  other  bills  from  the  House  relating  to 
territorial  matters,  were  read  twice,  and  referred 
to  appropriate  standing  committees. 

POSTAGE — FR.INKING  PRIVILEGE. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  reduce  the  rates  of  postage,  to  limit  the 
franking  privilege,  and  to  prevent  frauds  on  the 
revenues  of  the  Post  Office  Department;  the  ques- 
tion pending  being  the  amenament  nf  Mr.  Sim- 
NOKS  to  strike  out  one  hundred  and  insert  two 
hundred  and  fifty  miles  as  the  distance  charge- 
able with  five  cents  postage. 

Mr.  MERI^ICK  suggested  to  ihe  Senate  that, 
while  it  was  not  his  purpose  to  interfere  with  the 
Senator  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Hanmccmi,]  who 
was  entitled  to  the  floor,  he  would  merely  say 
that  time  would  be  saved  by  getting  through, the 
amendments,  and  discussing  them  singly,  as  of- 
fered, before  the  general  debate  on  the  merit*  of 
the  bill  proceeded.  In  relation  to  observations 
made  by  the  Senator  from  Vermont  [Mr.  PaELTi] 
yesterday,  Mr.  M.  made  a  few  explanations— 
chiefly  with  regard  to  the  objections  urged  as  to 
the  phraseology  of  the  bill.  He  referred  the  Sen- 
ator from  New  Jersey  [Mr.  Oitton]  to  the  gen- 
eral Post  Office  law,  to  satisfy  him  that  the  Post- 
master General  was  therein  authorized  to  be  the 
Erosecutor  of  all  offenders  against  the  Post  Office 
>ws.  As  to  the  objection  that  this  bill  proposed 
to'  make  that  penal  and  criminal  which  was  inno- 
cent before,  he  referred  to  the  act  oT  1807,  chap- 
ter seventy-seven,  in  which  it  would  be  found 
the  same  course  oflegislation  was  adopted. 

Mr.  SIMMONS  proposed  to  withdraw  his 
amend  naent,  for  the  purpose  of  affording  the  Sen- 
ator from  Indiana  an  opportunity  of  delivering 
bis  sentiments  on  the  general  merits  of  the  bill. 
The  amendment  was  accordingly  withdrawn. 
Mr.  HANNEGAN,  after  a  ^w  prefatory  re- 
marks, stated  that  he  felt  himself  so  situated  that, 
while  he  could  not  vote  for  this  bill,  he  should, 
in  obedience  to  the  resolutions  passed  by  the 
Legislalure  of  Indiana,  vote  for  a  proper  bill  to 
reduce  ibe  rates  of'postage.  He  did  not  believe 
the  present  bill  was  calculated  to  provide  suffi- 
cient re-venue  for  the  support  of  the  Department. 
Should  the  number  of  letters  be  doubled  under 
the  proposed  rates  of  postage,  the  revenue  would 
be  only  (3,655,000;  whereas  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral's report  showed  that  (4,500,000  would  be 
'  required  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  De|>art- 
ment;  proving  that  this  bill  would  cause  a  deficit 
of  1845,000. 

Mr.  MERRICK  interposed  to  say  that  the  let- 
ter postage  last  year  was  only  |3,7U0,000,  being 
Tery  little  over  the  Senator's  estimate;  but  the 
other  resources  of  the  Department  made  up  tiie 
revenue. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  requested  the  Senator 
would  hear  him  out.  He  then  proceeded  to  show 
that,  bringing  into  account  all  the  items  of  prob- 
able reduction,  the  deficit  would  not  be  less,  on 
Ihe  whole  transactions  of  the  Department,  than 
(1,600,000.  He  then  adverted  to  the  experience 
of  Great  Britain  since  the  establishment  of  her 
penny-poat  system,  to  show  that  the  increase  of 
the  number  of  letters  there  had  been^ottwo  and 
a  half  fold,  instead  of  five  fold,  as  anticipated. 
This  was  where  the  reduction  of  postage  had 
been  very  great, and  where  the  old  rates  had  been 
excessively  high,  contrasted  with  the  rates  of 
postage  in  this  country.  It  had  been  a  standing 
argument  before  Parliament  on  the  English  post 
office  bill,  that  the  rates  of  postage  in  the  United 
States  were  exceedingly  low.  In  no  case  could 
he  calculate  upon  the  number  nf  letters  under  this 
act  beine  larger  than  forty-nine  million.  He  dis- 
credited altogether  the  supposition  of  the  chair- 
man of  the  Post  Office  Committee,  that  the  num- 
ber of  letters  would  be  increased  to  sixty  million. 
Mr.  H.  asked  when  did  the  express  routes  exist 
lo  which  both  the  chairman  of  that  committee 
and  the  Postmaster  General  attributed  all  the 
grievances  of  the  Department.'  They  existed  be- 
tween New  York,  Boston,  Providence,  Philadel- 
phia, and  Baltimore;  but  these  points  are  over 


one  hundred  miles  from  each  other,  and  the  rate 
proposed  by  this  bill  is  ten  cents  for  all  distances 
over  one  hundred  miles;  whereas,  under  the  old 
pnslagr,  it  is  only  twelve  and  a  half  cents — the 
difference  being  wholly  inadequate  to  effect  any 
suppression  of  the  expresses,  or  to  increase  to 
any  considerable  extent  ihe  revenue  of  those 
routes. 

Mr.  H.  next  adverted  to  the  charges  preferred 
by  the  Senator  from  Vermont,  [Mr.  Phelps,] 
against  the  excessive  expenditures  of  the  Post 
Office  Department,  by  means  of  contracts  for  car- 
rying the  mail.  He  quoted  the  Post  Office  statis- 
tics, showing  the  number  of  miles  over  which  the 
mails  are  carried,  and  contrasted  them  with  the 
statistics  of  the  routes  over  which  the  British 
mail  is  carried.  This  proved  that  the  expense  in 
Great  Britain  is  about  five  cents  per  mile;  while 
in  this  country  it  is  seven  cents.  The  difference 
between  the  territory  to  be  traveled  ovtr  and  the 
density  of  population  in  the  two  countries  showed 
that  no  parallel  could  exist.  In  many  of  the  mail 
routes  of  the  United  States  stages  for  carrying 
the  mails  have  to  be  sustained  for  the  most  part 
by  mail  contracts,  because  the  passengers  on 
those  routes  a»  not  sufficient  to  support  them  by 
ordinary  fares. 

The  chairman  of  the  Post  Office  Committee  as- 
sumed that  the  public  voice  calM  for  the  change 
proposed  by  this  bill.  He  denied  that  it  was  the 
mass  of  the  people  who  called  for  this  change; 
men  who  paid  but  a  dollar,  or  a  dollar  and  a  half 
each  for  their  year'a  postage,  cared  very  little  for 
the  saving  that  thia  bill  would  effect  for  them. 
It  was  the  bankers,  and  brokers,  and  capitalists, 
who  can  best  afford  to  pay  sufficient  postage,  that 
petitioned  and  called  so  loudly  for  this  measure. 
He  was  himself  in  favor  of  a  proper  reduction  of 
postage;  but  he  was  not  in  favor  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  H.  next  referred  to  the  proposed  abatement 
of  the  franking  privilege.  The  principle  of  fix- 
ing the  same  number  of  franks  to  all  members  of 
Congress,  whether  their  districts  were  near  or  far 
from  the  seat  of  Government,  would  ac(  most 
unequally ;  because  it  gives  to  the  members  whose 
districts  are  within  a  hundred  miles,  ten  franks  a 
day, and  to  those  beyond  one  hundred  miles,  only 
five.  This  isa  defect  which,  of  course,  the  chair- 
man would  see  the  necessity  of  amending.  If 
this  mode  of  continuing  the  privilege  is  to  lie  es- 
tablished, let  its  operation  be  at  least  equal.  So 
far  as  he  was  personally  concerned,  he  cared  not 
if  the  franking  privilege  were  abolished  alto- 
gether; but  it  wos  not  personal  considerations  that 
should  prevail.  The  rights  of  the  people  rose 
above  all  other  considerations  in  thia  matter.  The 
franking  privilege  was  given  for  the  benefit  of  the 
community;  it  aOorded  an  opportunity  of  com- 
municating freely,  frequently.and  fully,  between 
the  National  Legislature  and  the  constituency 
immediately  represented  in  that  Legislature.  To 
deprive  the  people  of  thia  mode  of  communication 
would  be  to  dry  up  the  very  streams  which  irri- 
gated the  soil  of  public  liberty. 

He  had  numerouaobjections  to  the  bill;  which, 
however,  it  was  not,  at  this  stage  of  the  proceed- 
ings, necessary  to  particularize.  He  would  re- 
serve what  hbliad  to  say  for  another  opportunity. 
He  should,  at  a  proper  time,  move  an  amendment 
to  recommit  the  bill,  with  instructions;  but,  at 
present,  he  would  merely  send  it  to  the  table,  that 
Its  object  might  be  known  and  considered. 

The  amendment  was  to  regulate  the  rates  of 
postage  by  the  Federal  coin,  and  under  the  re- 
spective rates  of  five,  ten,  fifteen,  and  twenty 
cents  on  single  letters,  according  to  the  following 
distances:  within  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles, 
five  cents;  over  one  hundred  and  fifty  and  under 
three  hundred,  ten  cents;  over  three  hundred  and 
under  five  hundred  miles,  fifteen  cents;  over  five 
hundred  miles,  twenty  cents. 

Mr.  SIMMONS  renewed  his  amendment  to 
alter  the  distance  for  the  lowest  rate  of  postage 
(five  cents)  from  one  hundred  to  two  hundred  and 
fifty  miles. 

Mr.  PHELPS  had  but  a  few  words  to  oSer  in 
addition  to  what  he  had  said  yesterday.  He 
thought  the  reduction  of  postage  proposed  by  the 
bill,  on  tlie  whole,  was  too  much,  being  two  thirds 
of  the  present  rates.  Mr.  P.  referred  to  the  penal 
sections  of  the  bill,  to  show  that  tliingt — such  as 
steamboats,  ships,  &c.-i-were  made  subject  to 
penalties,  instead  of  persons — such  as  the  captains, 
owners,  &c.  He  had  other  objections — that  those 


penalties  were  too  severe,  and  too  unreasonable. 
This  law  would  be  one  of  internal  arrangement — 
not  such  a  law  as  relates  to  commerce  or  naviga- 
tion, known  to  persons  at  sea;  thei^fore  it  was 
unreasonable  to  presume  that  foreign  vessels,  vis- 
iting our  ports,  should  be  acquainted  with  the  law 
and  its  penaltieli.  He  proceeded  to  show  that, 
although  one  of  the  clauses  made  a  vessel  liable 
to  penalty  for  an  infraction  of  the  law,  construc- 
tively the  penalty  could  not  be  enforced  unless 
the  connivance  of  the  captain  could  be  clearly 
proved;  sp  that,  to  evade  the*law,  the  captain 
would  have  only  to  shut  his  eyes,  or  keep  out  of 
tlie  way  while  those  acts  were  done  which  the 
law  wiahed  to  prevent.  But  these  were  minor 
objections,  compared  with  the  great  evil  he  had 
complained  of  yesterday — the  enormous  expend- 
itures lavished  on  contractors,  and  the  immense 
patronage  of  the  Department.  Instead  of  looking 
to  the  abolition  of  the  franking  privilege,  the  com- 
mittee should  have  looked  into  the  Blue  Book  to 
find  out  the  great  source  of  the  embarrassments 
of  the  Post  Office  Department.  He  had  risen  to 
show  that  the  committee  looked  to  the  wrong  di- 
rection; it  was  idle  to  suppose  this  bill  would 
effect  any  satisfactory  reform. 

Mr.  DAYTON  thought  the  chairman  of  the 
Post  Office  Committee  did  not  strictly  understand 
the  objections  which  he  had  urged  yesterday  to 
the  phraseology  of  the  bill.  He  called  his  atten- 
tion to  the  sixth  section,  in  order  to  explain  what 
he  meant.  His  objection  was,  that  a  limit  was 
set  to  the  minimum  penalty((50)  without  fixing 
the  maximum;  the  next  was  as  to  the  person  not 
being  designated  who  is  to  prosecute.  The  gen- 
eral law  referred  to  by  the  chairman  of  the  Post 
Office  Committee  made  the  Postmaster  General 
the  agent  of  the  prosecution.  That  general  lav 
was  free  from  his  objections.  But,  under  this 
bill,  it  was  not  staled  how  this  minimum  fine  nf 
fifty  dollars  is  to  be  recovered.  It  says  it  may 
be  by  action;  but  if  so,  who  is  to  have  the  right 
of  action .'  That  is  not  specified.  Mr.  D.  stated 
many  technical  legal  objections  requiring  altera- 
tions in  the  phraseology.  He  suggested  some 
that  would  remove  them;  but  stated  that  he  waa 
not  himself  prepared  to  make  the  amendment. 
He  had  therefore  been  in  favor  of  recommitting 
the  bill,  that  there  might  be  leisure  to  look  to  the 
necessary  alterations. 

Mr.  MERRICK  appealed  to  gentlemen  to  ^tick 
to  the  specific  amendment  pending.  If  they 
branched  off  into  every  possible  amendment  that 
could  be  suggested,  they  would  never  get  through 
without  an  immejise  loss  of  time. 

Mr.  DAYTON  said  that  he  bad  heard  from  the 
Chair  that,  if  no  other  amendments  were  offered, 
the  bill  would  be  reported.  He  was  not  aware, 
when  he  spoke  of  such  amendments  as  appeared 
necessary  to  him,  that  the  motion  of  the  Senator 
from  Rhode  Island  had  been  renewed. 

Mr.  MERRICK  renewed  his  appeal  to  the 
Senators  to  dispose  of  each  amendment  as  it 
arose. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  could  not  vofe  for  the  amend- 
ment now  proposed.  He  concurred  with  those 
who  thought  the  Post  Office  Department  ought  to 
sustain  itself.  He  feared  this  could  not  be  done 
if  this  amendment  prevailed.  There  was  much, 
undoubtedly,  in  what  the  Senator  from  Rhode 
Island  had.  urged  with  regard  to  the  express 
routes.  But  it  seemed  to  be  overlooked  that  the 
absolute  reduction  of  postage  proposed  by  the  bill 
was  greater  than  the  apparent  reduction.  The 
change  from  the  mode  of  charging  each  single 
piece  of  paper  with  one  letter  postage,  to  the 
proposition  of  charging  one  letter  postage  on  pack« 
ages  not  exceeding  half  an  ounce,  would  afford  a 
very  great  reduction.  Instead  of  paying,  as  here- 
tofore, for  a  letter,  and  then  separately  for  every 
bill  or  bank  note  inclosed  in  it,  the  thinest  and 
lightest  paper  may  be  usod,  and  as  many  hills  or 
bank  notes  may  be  inclosed  as  will  not  make  the 
package  exceed  half  an  ounce,  subjecting  it'  to 
single  postage;  so  that  the  reduction  of  postage, 
in  practice,  would  be  vei^  considerable.  The 
postage  for  the  support  of  the  Department  must, 
in  the  main,  depend  upon  the  correspondence  of 
mercantile  points,  such  as  the  great  seals  of  busi- 
ness and  commerce.  This  would  be  wiihin  a 
circuit  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  miles  round  the 
great  cities.  The  friendly  and  social  correspond- 
ence of  the  country  would  also  be  within  a  like 
circuit  of  every  post  office.    So  that,  calculating 
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these  two,  il  wu  evident  thitt  the  main  source  of 
rcTenue  would  come  within  the  circuit  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty  miles.  If,  therefore,  thisnmend- 
ment  was  adopted,  it  seemed  to  him  that  the  ef- 
fect would  be  to  throw  the  Department  upon  the 
Treasury  for  a  great  portion  of  its  support. 

Mr.  SIMMONS  reiterated  his  proposition  of 
yesterday,  that  if  Congress  intended  to  reform 
the  Post  Office  laws,  it  was  necessary  to  do  it  in 
conformity  with  public  seniimcnl,  so  as  to  secure 
public  cooperatio^  in  getting  the  carrying  of  all 
the  mail  matter  Of  the  eountrv  brought  into  the 
mails.  His  conviction  was  that  there  would  be 
a  large  addition  to  tiie  revenue  of  the  Depart- 
ment, if  the  whole  correspondence  of  the  coun- 
try could  be  got  into  the  mail,  even  at  the  reduced 
rates  of  postage  proposed.  The  fact  is  notorious, 
that,  wiUiin  the  circuit  of  two  hundred  and  fifiy 
miles,  on  the  express  routes,  twenty  letters  are 
sent  outsidfe  of  the  mail  for  one  thai  is  carried  by 
the  mail.  These  routes  embrace  the  correspond- 
ence of  the  only  cities  which  yield  a  considerable 
profit  on  the  mail.  The  true  question  is,  whether 
a  reduction  shall  be  made  which  will  justify  pub- 
lic expectation  and  enlist  universal  coiSpetation, 
or  one  falling  short  of  what  the  community  de- 
sired; if  a  partial  reduction  only  is  made,  an  ab- 
solute deficit  must  follow,  without  the  evil  being 
corrected,  or  the  public  being  satisfied  that  a  fair 
experiment  had  been  tried. 

A  mistake  had  been  made  by  those  who  had 
answered  him,  in  relation  to  his  assertion  that 
the  mall  matter  on  the  express  routes  might  be 
increased  four-fold.  It  was  presumed  that  he 
meant  the  whole  number  of  letters  carried  by 
mail  throughout  the  Union  would  be  increased 
fourfold.  Not  so.  The  correspondence  of  the 
express  routes  might  be  increased  ci<;ht-fotd,  and 
yet  the  whole  correspondence  of  the  Union  might 
not  be  more  than  doubled. 

Some  explanations  were  made  between  Messrs. 
MERRICK  and  SIMMONS;  after  which, 

Mr.  SIMMONS  modified  his  amendment,  so 
as  to  read  that  the  charge  on  each  Ipttcr,  not  ex- 
ceeding one  sheet,  shall  be  five  cents  for  any  dis- 
tance not  exceeding  two  hundred  and  fifty  miles; 
and  for  all  distances  exceeding  two  hundred  and 
fifty  miles,  ten  cents. 

Mr.  BREESG  was  notdistinctly  heard,  but  was 
understood  to  say  that  he  hoped  the  old  mode 
would  not  be  thus  sustained  of  keeping  up  the 
charge  by  the  sheet,  instead  of  by  weight. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  said  he  could  not  vote 
for  any  amendment  that  would  have  the  effect  of 
reducing  the  revenue  of  the  Department. 

Mr.  BATES  observed  that  tlie  efiect  would  be 
not  to  reduce  the  revenue. 

Mr.  MERRICK  made  a  short  explanation, 
•tating  the  question  on  which  the  Senate  had  now 
to  vote. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  and  ordered 
on  Mr.  SiMMOMs'i  amcndmenfas  modified,  and 
resulted — yeas  7,  nays  31;  as  follows: 

YEAS  —  MuMr«.  Butc^,  Clioate,  Fraiicw,  Huntington, 
Porter,  Simnioni,  anil  'J*a|ipnii — 7. 

NAYS— Mewri.  Allen,  Archer,  Alhennn,  Rnsby,  Burrow, 
Berrien,  Dree««,  Uuclianmi.  Ubiylnti,  Criltcndru,  Dnylon, 
Evant,  Fairfielfl,  Fullmi,  HHiineg^ii,  Menilerson,  HuiitT, 
Jamagin.  King,  IVfcUullle,  M<!rrick,  I'iKlp'i,  Uivo^,  Sciniili", 
Sevier.  Tallnimlge,  Uiiluiui,  Wallier,  Wliite,  Woodbury, 
ami  VVrigbi— 31. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  observed  that  he  had  offered 
•ome  amendments  the  other  day,  which  he  would 
now  move.  The  first  was,  to  strike  out  the  lat- 
ter part  of  the  seventh  section,  which  is  in  the 
following  words: 
*  "  And  ihf  meniben  ofCnngren,  llie  Delegates  ftoin Ter- 
ritories, llie  Secretary  of  tlio  Senate,  himI  ibe  Cleric  of  tlie 
Mnuee  of  Repr«<enMtlvM,  ahill  be,  and  tliey  are  herrlir, 
auiliorized  tn  iransmit,  free  nf  postage,  to  niiy  |ioft  otiiee 
witliin  tlie  United  SLiles,  or  the  Terrilurie*  tliereol',  any 
docurneiitti  wliich  liave  been  or  may  lie  primed  by  order  i»f 
either  Houm  of  Congresa,  finything  in  tbia  law  to  ibc  con- 
trary uotwithatandiag." 

Mr.  MERRICK  said  the  proposition  was  to 
strike  out  that  portion  of  the  franking  privilege 
which  preserves  the  right  of  members  of  Congress 
to  send  free  of  postage  all  printed  documenu 
printed  by  Congress  for  general  dissemination. 
This  sort  of  matter  was  always  ordered  to  be 
printed  by  Congress  for  such  distribution.  There 
could  be  no  propriety  in  abolishing  that  privilege. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  tlie  amendment  would  not 
prevail. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said  his  intention  was  not  to 


spend  much  lime  upon  this  amendment,  for  he 
had  no  hope  that  it  would  meet  much  favor.  He 
conceived  that  the   matter   to   be   disseminutud 

i  would  be  as  well  and  as  easily  disseminated  by 

{  the  public  journals,  without  the  great  expense 
which  it  costs  Congress,  and  for  which  there  was 

'  no  real  necessity.  He  had,  in  various  instances, 
found  the  public  journals  more  expeditions  in 
disseminating  the  President's  messages  at  the 
beginning  of  each  session  of  CongrcsH,  than  the 
mode  of  transmitting  by  mail  that  document,  us 
printed  by  both  Houses. 

I  He  did  not  believe  il  was  very  useful  to  send 
the  documents  at  all  in  this  way,  for  the  public 
papers  always  anticipated  them.     While  the  mail 

:  would  be  relieved  from  the  great  weight  of  mat- 
ter, a  still  greater  saving  would  be  made  in  the 
item  of  printing  for  Congress.  The  effect  of  this 
privilege  was  to  induce  the  printing  of  documents 
of  no  general  interest  for  circulation.  He  had 
not  the  least  apprehension  that  the  public  would 
not  be  as  well  informed  by  the  public  journals  on 
all  matters,  as  they  are  now  by  the  dissemination 
of  the  printed  documents  through  the  mail.  On 
this  amendment  he  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 

'  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  it  was  not  often  that  he  dif- 
fered from  the  Senator  from  New  York,  for  he 
was  one  of  those  men  for  whose  judgment  he  en- 
tertained thehighestsentiinvnts  of  confidence  and 
respect;  but  in  this  matter  he  could  not  help 
thinking  that  it  would  be  belter  not  tn  strike  out 
this  portion  of  the  bill.  If  there  was  too  much 
printing  done  by  Congress,  the  remedy  was  easy 
and  obvious;  it  was  to  cease  printing  so  much; 
but  he  believed  -there  was  rather  loo  little  than  loo 
much  of  the  documents  printed  for  general  dis- 
semination among  the  people — of  those  important 
doings  of  Congress  that  most  deeply  and  vitally 
affected  the  interests  of  the  people.  These  are 
doings  which  the  people  have  a  right  to  be  in- 
formed of,  in  the  most  ample,  authentic,  and  sat- 
isfactory manner.  Questions  of  fact  were  often 
starteit  at  a  thousand  miles  from  the  Capitol, 
pending  elections,  when  it  was  of  the  first  import- 

I  unce  to  have  authentic  documents  to  refer  to  for 
their  solution.  For  his  own  part,  he  was  in  the 
habit  of  sending  to  printers  of  newspapers  in  his 
Stale  copies  of  all  the  important  documents  wiiich 
he  received  for  distribution;  and  he  believed  it 
was  the  practice  of  those  printers  to  preserve  them 
as  a  sort  of  library  for  reference,  which  was  gen- 
erally found  exceedingly  convenient  to  the  sur- 

I  rounding  neighborhood.     He  had  no  doubt  the 

'  same  was  done  by  others.    So  that  a  great  want 

I  of  public  information  would  be  felt  if  this  source 

,  were  cut  off. 

M  r.  WRIGHT  remarked  that,  if  the  Senator's 

{  object  was  to  have  libraries  of  reference  through- 
out the  country,  it  could  be  accomplished  in  an- 

I  other  and  a  much  cheaper  way ;  by  Congress  pub- 
lishing for  such  purpose  a  ciieap  compendium  of 

'  the  most  important  documents  for  such  distribu- 
tion.    Bui  this  was  not  a  thing  he  recommended. 

:  He  trusted  to  the  dissemination,  by  the  public 
journals,  of  the  information  which  these  docu- 
ments contained.  He  doubted  if  half  the  latter 
were  ever  read  by  those  to  whom  they  were  sent 
— the  newspapers  having  anticipated  them. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Wrioht's 
amendment,  and  resulted — yeas  10,  nays  %);  as 
follows; 
YEAS— Mewrt.  Aihcrton,  Bagliy.  Brecje,  Fairfield,  Ilu- 

;  ger.  King,  'I'allroadee,  Tappan.  White,  and  Wright— 7. 

I      NAYS— lUewra.  Allen,  Arelier,  Unrrow,  Unli-«,  Bnynrd, 

,  Berrien,  Choate,  Clayton,  CriKcnden.  Uaylon,£van!',  Fiw- 

'  ter,    Fratiei^,   Fulton,   tlannegim,   llt-nder-^on.    iaroailin, 

■  McDiiinc,  Merrick,  Phelp«,  Porter,  Kive8,Sf[iiple,  Sevier, 

I  Simiaona,  l/pham,  Walker ,aiid  Woodliufy— ijd. 
So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

I  Mr.  WOODBURY  rose  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
quiring from  the  chairman  of  the  Post  Oifice 
Uommillee  as  to  the  rate  of  increase  in  postage 
as  the  weight  increased  over  half  an  ounce.  By 
the  bill,  the  additional  weight  is  charged  one  hun- 
dred per  cent,  for  every  fifty  per  cent,  of  the  first 
charge.  He  could  see  no  reason  why  they  should 
not  be  of  the  same  ratio.  For  instance:  on  every 
addition  of  a  quarter  of  an  ounce  beyond  the  first 
hair  ounce,  to  add  postage  in  the  same  ratio  as 
the  first  charge.  He  therefore  moved  tp  strike 
out  the  word  '■  double"  in  the  sixteenth  line  of 
the  first  section,  and  insert  '*  fifty  per  cent,  more 
than."  As  an  illustration  that  nothing  would  be 
gained  by  letting  the  word  "  double"  remain,  he 


c: 


ointed  out  that  a  letter  weighing  an  ounce  would 
e  charged  fifteen  cents  under  the  bill  as  it  no« 
stands;  but  if  divided  into  two  letters  of  only 
half  an  ounce  each ,  the  postage  on  the  two  would 
be  only  ten  cents;  so  thiU,  in  practice,  nobody 
would  send  a  letter  of  an  ounce  weight,  when  a 
saving  of  five  cents  could  be  effected  by  dividing 
it  into  two  letters. 

Mr.  MERRICK  explained  that  the  object  of 
the  committee  was  to  obtain  the  most  revenue  by 
the  proposed  arrangement,  conceiving  that  when 
bank  notes  are  inclosed,  the  amount  Being  gener- 
ally valuable,  as  each  quarter  of  an  ounce  ol 
weight  was  added,  the  aildilional  postage  would 
not  he  regarded  as  onerous. 

The  point  of  propriety  of  putting  a  different  ratio 
on  additional  weight  beyond  the  first  standard, 
was  debated  by  Messrs.  MERRICK,  WOOD- 
BURY, EVANS,  KING,  and  DA  YTON.it  being 
held  by  some  that  llie  ratio  ought  to  be  the  eanr; 
by  others,  that  the  rate  ought  to  decrease  as  Ihc 
weight  increased;  and  by  Mr.  MERRICK, that 
the  rateiMight  to  be  higher  as  the  weight  increased. 
Finally  it  was  thought  this  was  a  point  deservinj 
more  deliberation,  and  a  general  wish  was  ex- 
pressed of  having  lime  to  consider  it. 

Mr.  MERRICK  observed  that,  as  il  was  loo 
late  to-day  to  proceed  further,  and  as  be  should 
have  occasion  to  leave  the  Diatrict  on  bnainett 
for  a  few  days,  he  hoped  the  bill  would  be  laid 
over  till  his  return. 

On  motion,  the  further  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject was  postponed  tn  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 

TcESDAT,  ^pril  3,  Ifl44. 

The  Journal  ofyesterday  waa  read  and  approvi-d. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  the  first  buaineit 

to  be  the  conaideralion  of  the  liiti  respecting  the 

sale  of  the  li'ud  mines  in  the  State  of  Illitieis  and 

the  Territories  of  Iowa  and  Wisconsin. 

BILLS  INTnODUCED. 

Mr.  HUNT  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  inlro- 
duc6  the  following  bill,  of  which  he  had  hereto- 
fore given  notiiTe: 

A  bill  to  amend  the  actentitM  "An  act  forth* 
regulation  of  seamen  on  board  the  public  aiidrri- 
vale  vessels  of  the  United  Slates,  passed  March  3, 
1813;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  tkt 
Coinmitt(>e  on  the  Juiliciary. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Illinois,  on  leave,  introduced 
a  bill  to  authorize  the  LrgL-tlature  of  the  Slate  of 
Illinois  to  sell  the  saline  lands  in  the  county  of 
Jackson;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

STEAMBOAT  LAW. 
Mr.  TIBB AITS  gave  notice  that  he  should, 
on  to-morrrtw  or  some  subsequent  dav,  more  lo 
discharge  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  from  the 
further  consideration  of  bill  No.  101,  eotntnonlf 
called  the  steamboat  law. 

FOX  AND  niSCONSIN.RIVKRS. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  DODGE,  of  Wiseonaia,the 
bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  "  An  act  graaiinga 
certain  quantity  of  land  to  aid  in  the  impmvtiacal 
of  the  Fox  and  Wisconsin  rivers,  and  toconne<x 
the  same  by  a  eann)  through  the  Territory  irf 
Wisconsin,"  was  taken  up  and  referred  todx 
Cnmmiltee  on  Public  Landa, 

*    .    ORUMMOND  LIGHT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LEONARD,  the  CommittM 
of  the  Whole  was  discharged  from  the  iurthet 
consideration  of  tlie  resolution  on  the  subject  of 
the  Drumtnond  light. 

Mr.  0.  JOHNSON  asked  and  obtained  lesre 
to  introduce  a  resolution  culling  for  inforroauoi 
on  the  subject  of  the  coniinseiit  expenses  of  tlw 
State  Department;  which,  with  a  modific?.tiou,  at 
the  suggestion  of  Mr.  White,  so  as  lo  instruct 
the  Committee  on  Expenditures  in  the  Sute  De- 
partment to  make  the  inquiry,  waa  agreed  to. 

The  resolution  is  as  fnllowst 

Retohfil,  Tliai  the  Counniitee  on  EipeiMliiam  «!  i^ 
Slate  D^'parlineiit  itiQuire  utui  report  to  the  ll.«i,<aa  « 
curate  ,1181010^11  of  tltu  expenditures  of  the  coiilingral  V- 
propriaiioim  for  cxpeiisaa  of  the  Drpnrtraent  of  Staie  i"^ 
Uie  -Itll  of  Mivrch,  1 M 1 ,  to  the  I  «t  of  Ueceiaber,  IMS,  «feo 
fying  tlie  amount  ofeacll  paymrnT,  and  Ihc  jfKiin*  i"  wb*>^ 
paid,  together  with  the  olijccia  or  »ervicea  wr  wnicli  »*■ 
psyiueuts  were  made ;  an  also  a  like  atawateal  loc  UK  ■•■< 
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pnrindt  of  the  ftxpenJilores  n(  the  contin^rat  Apph^printioni 
lor  thf  expenses  or  foreign  inlercoiirse,  excefftiiig  HUch  pay- 
uietiu  as  were  innde  nccnrding  to  law,  apnn  the  certitlcale 
ol'  the  President ;  and  tliut  he  aliui  Hiate  wliat  (if  any)  bul- 
aiiee-<  of  tile  above  appropriattnns  existed  on  tbc  4Ui  of 
Mvch,  1841,  and  on  tiie  Ul  ol'  December,  1843. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMHITTGES. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Ter- 
ritories, reporletl  the  following  bills: 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  allowance  recommended 
by  the  Legislature  of  PInridn  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Senate  and  the  Chief  Clerk  of  ther  House  of 
Representatives  of  said  Territory; 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  Legislatures  of  the  sev- 
eral Territories  to  regulate  the  apportionment  of 
representation  and  otner  purposes; 

A  bill  to  enable  the  people  of  Iowa  to  form  a 
constitution  and  Slate  government  for  the  admis- 
sion of  such  State  into  the  Union; 

A  bill  to  confirm  to  thel  city  of  Fernandina,  in 
Florida,  certain  lots  reserved  for  public  use  by 
the  Spanish  Govcrnmeot;  and 

A  bill  respecting  the  employment  and  compen- 
sation of  officers  of  the  Territorial  Legislatures; 
which  were  severally  read  a  firat'and  second  time, 
and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  stale  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND^from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  amend  the  act 
entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  for  the  armed  occu- 
pation of  Florida;"  which  was  read  twice,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  HALE,. from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  a  bill  providing  for  the  erection 
ofa  marine  hospital  at  Key  West,  Florida;  which 
was  read  twice.  And  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  from  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  confirm  cer- 
tain entries  of  land  in  the land  district,  in 

the  Territory  of  Florida,  made  on  the  33d  June, 
1638;  which  was  read  twice,  and  ceferired  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

Mr.  HARALSON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  the  commencement  of  fortifications 
in  the  straits  of  Florida;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND,from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the 
inhabitants  of  certain  fractional  townships  in  Ed- 
wards county,  Illinois,  and  for  school  purposes; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

SALE  OF  LEAD  MINES. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  moved  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  to  take  up  the  territorial  bills; 
but,  on  request,  w.ithdrew  the  motion. 

The  bill  to  direct  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  cause  the  reserved  lead  mines  in  the 
States  of  Illinois  and  Missouri,  and  Territories 
of  Iowa  and  Wisconsin,  to  be  sold,  waa  taken 
up. 

This  bill  was  yesterday  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union; 
and  the  question  was  on  concurring  in  the  amend- 
ment made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  JAMESON  moved  the  previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded, 

Mr.  HOOB  moved  to  postpone  the  further 
consideration  of  the  bill  till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  PARMENTER  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  DICKEY  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeaa  and  nays  were  ordered;  and  being 
taken  resulted — yesM  65,  nays  83. 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the-  motion  of 
Mr.  HooB  to  postpone  until  to-morrow,  and' car- 
ried without.a  division. 

^    TERRITORIAL  BUSINESS. 

Oa  the  motion  of  Mr.  HOUSTON,  the  House 
resolved  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  atate  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  White  in  the 
chair,)  for  the  purpose  of  proceeding  yith  the 
consideration  of  bills  relating  to  Territories. 

The  following  bills  were  taken  up,  and  after 


being  considered,  were  laid  aside  to  be  reported 
to  the  House: 

A  bill  for  the  benefit  of  James  Anderson,  of 
the  Territory  of  Iowa; 

A  bill  providing  for  a  marine  hospital  at  Key 
West,  iq  Florida; 

A  bill  grantin'  to  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin 
a  certain  tract  of  land  for  the  benefit  of  the  town 
of  Fairplay,  in  said  Territory; 

A  bill  granting  a  section  of  land  for  the  im- 
provement of  Grant  river,  at  the  townof  Potosi, 
in  Wisconsin  Territory; 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  allowance  recommended 
by  the  Legislature  of  Florida,  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Senate  and  the  Chief  Clerk  of  the  House 
of  Representative^  of  said  Territory; 

A  bill  to  sutTiorize  the  Legislatures  of  the  sev- 
eral Territories  to  regulate  the  apportionment  of 
representation,  and  for  other  purposes; 

A  bill  to  confirm  to  the  city  of  Fernandina,  in 
Florida,  certain  lots  reserved  for  public  use  by 
the  Spanish  Government; 

A  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  pro- 
vide for  the  armed  occupation  and  settlement  of 
the  unsettled  part  of  the  peninsula  of  Florida;" 
and 

A  bill  to  confirm  certain  entries  of  land  In  the 
St.  Augustine  land  district,  in  the  Territory  of 
Florida,  made  under  theactof  22d  of  June,  1838. 
*The  bill  to  provide  payment  for  the  militia  of 
Iowa  who  were  called  into  service  in  the  year  1839, 
was  taken  up. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa,  addressed  the  commit- 
tee in  support  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  replied. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WELLER,  the  committee 
rose  and  reported  the  bills  to  the  House,  and  the 
question  recurred  on  the  engrossment.  They 
were  all  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  were  read 
a  third  time  and  passed,  with  the  exception  of 
the  bill  providing  for  the  payment  of  tne  Iowa 
militia,  and  the  bill  authorizing  allowances  to 
officers  of  the  Florida  Legislature. 

ARMBO  OCCUPATION  OP  FLOltlDA. 

Mr.  RATHBUN  gave  notice  that  he  would, 
to-morrow,  move  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  by 
which  the  bill  (No  303)  to  amend  theact  entitled 
"  An  act  to  provide  for  the  armed  occupation  of 
Florida"  was  passed. 

PAY  OF  THE  ARMY. 
On.motion  of  Mr.  C.  JOHNSON,  it  was 
Resolved^  That  on  Thursday  next,  ai  lwoo'e|iick,all  de- 
bate aliali  rcase  upon  the  bill  innking retrenchments  in  the 
Army;  ami  that  the  Hoaw  sliall  proceed  lo  vote  upon  the 
amendments  (if  any)  to  be  reported  by  the  cummi^ee, 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  then  moved  that  the  House 
resolve  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  with  the  view  of  taking  up 
that  bill. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Kentucky,  who  waa  entitled  to 
the  floor  upon  the  bill  making  retrenchments  in 
the  Army,  being  at  the  moment  absent,  tliat  bill 
was  laid  aside  temporarily. 

FLORIDA  WAR. 

The  committee,  on  motion  of  Mr.  JAMESON, 
took  up  bill  No.  19,  reported  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs,  making  appropriations 
for  the  payment  of  losses  by  the  Missouri  volun- 
teers in  the  Florida  war. 

Mr.  HARDIN  said  he  had  reported  this  bill 
by  the  direction  of  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  and  it  was  intended  to  be  confined  to  the 
losses  sustained  by  the  Missouri  volunteers;  biit 
it  appeared  that  it  would,  in  its  present  shape, 
extend  to  other  cases.  He  therefore  proposed 
the  following  proviso: 

Provided,  That  Die  pmvlaioni  oflhla  act  aball  be  appli- 
cable to  ihe  Missouri  volunteers  alone. 

Mr.  COBB  asked  the  gentleman  to  give  some 
/eason  why  the  benefits  of  this  act  should  Dot  be 
extended  to  all  volunteers  who  had  sustained 
losses.  This  sort  of  legislation  appeared  to  him 
partial  in  the  extreme. 

Mr.  HARDIN  said  an  appropriation  was  made 
in  1838  for  the  specific  purpose  of  paying  the 
Missouri  volunteers  their  losses;  and  the  present 
act  was  merely  intended  as  a  reappropriation  of 
the  money,  which  had  reverted  to  the  Treasury  in 
consequence  of  some  difficulty  having  arisen  in 


carrying  out  the  provisions  of  the-appropriation. 
The  chairman  of  the  Military  Committee  had  ex- 
amined the  subject  fully,  and  had  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  it  was  not  proper  that  the  provisions 
of  the  act  should  be  extended  beyond  the  direc- 
tion originally  given  to  them. 

Mr.CHAPMAN,  of  Alabama,  observed  that  he 
saw  no  reason  for  oflTering  the  amendment,  as  the 
bill,  without  theproviso,wnuld  not  extend  toother 
cases.  For  his  part,  he  was  Just  at  the  point  of 
offering  an  amenoment,  to  make,  the  bill  apply  to 
the  cases  of  volunteers  from  other  Slates;  for  there 
were  one  or  two  provisions  in  itthat  applied  only 
to  those  of  Missouri.  One  of  these  provisions 
was,  that  the  lost  horses  should  be  paid  for  at  their 
appraised  value  at  the  time  they  were  taken  into 
I  service;  whereas  there  was  no  fixed  value  for  the 
lost  horses  of  the  Alabama  volunteera,  but  they 
were  paid  for  at  an  arbitrary  value,  fixed  at  the 
Departments.  The  decision  was  that  no  horse 
shotild  be  paid  for  more  than  a  certain  sum,  no 
matter  what  his  vnlue  might  be.  His  object, 
therefore,  \(aa  to  offer  an  amendment  to  make  the 
bill  apply  to  the  volunteen  of  other  States,  aa 
well  as  those  of  Missouri, 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  offered  an  amend- 
ment to  provide  payment  for  horses  lost  by  the 
rangers  of  Indiana,  in  the  Black  Hawk  war.  Mr. 
D.  said  that,  in  the  year  1837  or  1838,  there  was 
a  general  law  on  this  subject  passed,  which  ema- 
nated from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  of  which 
he  was  then  a  member.  Mr.  Whittlesey,  of  Ohio, 
who  was  then  the  chairman  of  the  committee, 
reported  the  bill.  In  that  bill  it  was  intended  to 
provide  for  payment  for  horses  lost  under  the 
particular  circumstances  in  which  the  Indiana 
rangers  were  plaeed,  but,  by  some  perveraion  of 
judgment,  or  misconstruction  of  the  Third  Au- 
ditor, these  rangers  had  been  uqable  to  obtain  a 
cent.  He  saw  no  good  reason  why  the  present  * 
law  should  be  confined  to  the  Missouri  volun- 
teers, to  the  exclusion  of  all  others  who  have 
lost  hones  under  eircumstancesof  equal  hardship. 

Mr.  WHITE  called  the  attention  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Alabama  and  the  gentleman  from  In- 
diana to  the  fact  that  the  oppropriation  in  this  bill 
(134,500)  was  for  a  specific  purpose;  and  even  if 
the  amendments  they  proposedsnould  be  adopted, 
no  object  would  be  gained  by  it.  The  sum  ap- 
propriated in  this  bill  was  to  replace  a  like  sum 
neretofore  appropriated  for  the  Missouri  volun- 
teers; and  which,  they  having  been  unable  to 
draw  in  consequence  of  some  construction  at  the 
Department,  had  reverted  to  the  Treasury.  He 
hoped  the  gentlemen  would  not  trammel  the  bill 
with  their  amendments;  but  would  bring  forward 
separate  bills  to  provide  for  the  cases  of  the  vol- 
unteers of  their  States.  He  had  no  doubt 'that 
bills  for  this  object,  showing  a  just  claim,  would 
meet  with  a  prompt  and  favorable  consideration; 
The  claims  of  the  Missouri  volunteers  were  just; 
and  they  had  been  withheld  for  many  yeare.  He 
hoped  that  there  would  be  no  longer  delay  in 
doing  them  justice, 

Mr.  COLES  observed  that theamendment  waa 
unnecessary.  The  object  of  this  bill  waa  to  re- 
appropriate  money  which  had  been  heretofore 
appropriated  for  the  Missouri  volunteers,  ond  had 
reverted  to  the  Treasury  in  consequence  of  their 
being  unable  to  draw  it.  Mr.  C.  then  propdsed 
to  oner  an  amendment;  but  gave  way  fo 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  who  observed  that  he 
would  not  press  his  amendment  if  he  could  pro- 
vide for  the  case  of  the  Indiana  rengera  in  some 
other  way.    He  would  not  enib&rrass  the  bill. 

Ml*.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  withdrew  his  amend- 
ment. * 

Mr.  GIDDINOS  offered,  as  an  amendment  to 
the  amendment,  a  proviso,  "  that  the  amount  re- 
ceived by  the  owners  for  the  service  of  such  horses 
after  entering  into  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
shall  be  deducted  from  their  appraised  value." 

Some  converaation  took  place  between  Messrs. 
COLES,  CHAPMAIf,  GIDDINGS,  and  the 
CHAIRMAN. 

Mr.  HARDIN  oSered  to  withdraw  his  amend- 
ment; but  it  was  not  in  order  for  him  to  do  so. 

Mr.  HARALSON  observed  that  this  bill  was 
reported  from  the  Military  Committee,  and  was 
intended  to  cover  a  certain  number  of  cases  from 
the  State  of  Missouri.  If  there  were  any  cases 
ofa  similar  character,  it  was  not  the  intention  of 
the  committee  to  confine  the  bill  to  those  cases 
alooe.    He  had  not  now  by  him  the  volume  of 
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luws  on  this  subject,  or  lie  could  explain  to  the 
committee  the  provisions  applying  to  ihc  en:  es 
rer»rrc<l  to  in  the  debate.  Accoidiiig  to  his  recol- 
lection, there  hod  been  a  sum  of  money  appro- 
priated for  the  Missouri  volunteers,  which  ha'd 
reverted  to  the  Treasury ;  and  the  present  bill  was 
to  restore  that  sum.  In  order  that  gcntli-mcn 
might  havcanopportunity  of  examining  the  laws 
on  the  subject,  and  to  see  hour  they  could  amend 
the  bill  so  as  to  render  equal  justice  to  oil,  he 
would  propose  to  lay  it  aside  for  the  present. 
The  whole  difficulty  hod  arisen  from  the  fact  that 
Peter  Hagner,  the  Third  Audiior,  was  the  strict- 
est officer  under  the  GoTcrnmcnt;  atid  from  his 
manner  of  construing  the  laws,  it  was  almost 
impossible  lor  claimants  to  obtain  the  amount  of 
their  claims.'  In  the  case  of  these  Missouri  vol- 
initeers,niany  of  them  had  been  ruined  by  making 
od.vances  to  their  comrades  for  lost  horses,  wlvicji 
ihcy  had  been  unable  to  get  reimbursed  by  the 
Government.  With  respect  to  the  claims  of  the 
Alabama  and  Indiana  volunteers,  there  was  per- 
haps no  belter  occasion  than  the  present  to  pro- 
vide for  them  and  all  similar  cases.  Postpone- 
ment would  give  the  genilcAien  from  Alabama, 
Georgia,  and  other  Stales  time  lo  examine  this 
matter,  and  no  injury  would  be  done;  he  there- 
fore moved  the  postponement  of  this  bill  until 
to  morrow. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  also  expressed  his  desire 
that  ihe  postponement  should  prevail. 

Mr.  CHAP.VIAN,  of  Alabama,  would  not  ob- 
ji'ct,  if  it  would  rome  up  again  soon,  fur  he  had 
an  amendment  which  he  desired  to  submit. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  aside. 

PAT  OP  THE  ARM7. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  moved  that  the  eommillce 
,  Inke  up  the  bill  lo  regnlate  the  pay  of  the  Army 
of  the  United  States  and  for  other  purposes ;  which 
WHS  agreed  (n. 

The  CHAIRMAN  stated  the  question  to  be  on 
the  appeal  of  the  gentleman  from  New  Hamp- 
shire [Mr.  Hale]  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair, 
which  was  taken  when  this  bill  was  hist  before 
the  committee,  some  days  ago.  The  gentleman 
from  New  Hampshire  called  the  gentleman  from 
Krnlocky  [Mr.  Datis]  lo  order  for  irrelevancy; 
nnd  the  Chair  decided  that  though  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  was  not  strictly  relevant,  he  was 
not  di'cmed  so  irrelevant  in  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  (in  which  greater  latitude  of  debate  is 
nllnwrd  ihnn  in  Ihe  House,)  as  tjo  justify  the 
Chair  in  calling  him  to  order,  and  rcquirln<;  him 
tntnkehisseat;  nnd  theqneslion  now  was,  "Shall 
the  decision  of  the  Chair  stand  as  the  judgment 
of  the  committee.'" 

The  question  wa^i  decided  iivthc  affirmative. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky,  therv  took  the  floor, 
to  which  he  was  entitled;  but  he  said  the  speech 
which  he  had  expected  to  make  on  this  bill, 
would  fit  some  of  the  other  appropriation  bills  as 
well/  or  better  than  the  present.'  Besides,  his  ; 
friend  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Blacr,]  who 
Had  chargeof  (his  bill,  was  desirous  (hat  he  should 
waive  his  privilege  to  speak  on  this  bill,  as  lie  was 
anxious  that  the  committee  should  dispose  of  it; 
and  as  his  associate  from  Tennessee  (understood 
to  l^e  an  allusion  to  Mr.  C.  Johnson)  and  some 
other  friends  had  agreed  that  he  should  be  al- 
lowed to  make  his  speech  on  some  other  opprn- 
priaiion  bill  without  let  or  hindrance,  he  would 
not  now  make  his  speech,  but  reserve  it  for  some 
other  occasion.  [Laughter,  and  cries  of  "  Will 
it  fit  any  other  bill.'" 

,  Mr.  HALK  then  moved  to  amend  the  eigh- 
teenth section  of  the  bill  in  the  seventeenth  line, 
liy  striking  out  the  word  "six"  and  inserting  the 
word  "seven."  The  object  of  this  amendment 
was  10  retain  the  pajr  of  the  privates  at  seven  dol- 
lars, and  to  prevent  Its  reduction  to  six  dollars,  as 
proposed  by  this  bill.  He  said  his  own  judgment 
wos  that  the  amount  should  be  fixed  still  higher 
— as  high  as  twelve  dollars  a  month,  though  he 
did  not  now  propose  to  "fix  it  at  that  amount — for 
if  they  wished  lo  have  an  efficient  Army,  they 
should  pay  (tie  men  who  were  to  fight  our  bat- 
tles; and  he  *as  not  sore  but  a  more  liberalpay- 
mcnt  of  the  privates  would  render  West  Point 
Military  Academy  unnecessary. 

Mr.  BLACK,  of  South  Carolina,  defended  the 
section  as  it  stood  in  the  bill,  and  recapitulated 
the  pay  of  the  soldiers  at  various  periods  of  our 
history,  and  the  amounts  paid  to  them  in  the 


ahupc  of  clothing,  bedding,  rations,  hospitals, 
medical  attendance,  and  care  and  comfort  gener- 
ally. He  deemed  the  amount  here  proposed  suf- 
ficient for  a  peace  cslablislimcnt;  but  he  had  an 
amendment,  by  way  of  proviso,  to  increase  the 
pay  of  privates  two  dollars  per  month,-  in  case 
this  country  should  be  involved  in  a  war  with  any 
foreign  Power. 

Aftornfew  remarks  from  Mr.  PARMENTER, 

Mr.  PATTERSON  regarded  the  alteration  pro- 
posed by  this  bill  in  this  department  of  expendi- 
ture, as  one  of  its  most  wholesome  features.  Our 
private  soldiers  were  better  paid  than  our  laborers, 
and  had  less  labor  to  pi'rfnnn. 

Mr.  iMcDOWELL  nsked  why  the  cadets  at 
West  Point  should  rec>-ive  sixteen  dollars  per 
month,  if  our  soldiers  were  entitleu  but  to  six 
dollars  ? 

Mr.  BLACK,  of  South  Carolina,  explained. 
The  cadet  was  compelled  to  clothe  himself,  and 
was  subject  to  other  expenditures  lo  which  the 
soldier  was  not  exposed.  He  addi-d  that  the  ca- 
det v/as  subjected  by  this  bill  lo  reductions  pro- 
portionate with  the  reductions  in  other  grades. 

Mr.  McDowell  was  not  satisfied  that  the 
common  soldier  should  be  reduced  one  dollar  a 
month.  Their  pay  amounted  but  to  a  small  sum 
at  best;  and,  if  these  reductions  were  made,  they 
would  get  no  men  in  the  ranks  who  had  any  re- 
gard for  their  characler. 

Mr.  HALE  thought  the  soldier  who  fought  our 
battles  and  prolecleu  our  fire^iides  was  not  Ihe  man 
on  whom  the  hatii]  of  retrenchment  should  fall  so 
heavily. 

Mr.  OWEN  said,  from  the  remarks  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  Hampshire,  one  might  be  led 
to  infer  that  there  was  a  fair  comparison  between 
Ihe  wages  of  a  soldier  at  six  dollars  a  month  and 
the  wages  of  a  farming  man  ai  six  dollars  a  moiyli. 
There  was  no  comparison  whatever.  Over  and 
above  the  six  dollars  a  month,  the  soldier  was 
fed.snd  well  fed,  clothrd, and  well  clothed;  lodged, 
and  well  lodged;  cared  for,  and  well  cared  for,  in 
sickni^ss  orVccident.  Out  of  his  six  dnlhirs  a 
month,  he  had  no  absolute  necessaries  to  provide 
for  at  nil:  they  were  all  Turniahed  to  him.  Now, 
he  sincerely  believed  that  the  very  large  majority 
of  farm  Inliorers  in  his  district  did  not  actually 
obtain  near  so  high  wages  as  this.  Yet  their 
work  wasaaltardas  ihe  soldier's,  in  time  of  peace. 
If  we  were  engaged  in  war,  and  llie  soldier  in 
daily  peril  of  his  life,  it  would  be  different.  He 
fully  agreed  with  the  gentleman  from  New  Hamp- 
shire, that  the  greatest  reduction  should  be  in  the 
pay  of  officers,  for  there  it  could  best  be  spared. 
The  reduction  in  officers'  pay  by  this  bill  was 
large.  Whelhcr-as  large  as  it  sbonid  be,  he  did 
not  pretend  to  say.  But  the  only  question  at  this 
time  was  a  question,  as  one  might  say,  between 
the  fanner  and  the  soldier.  The  farmer  paid;  the 
soldier  receivid;  and  he  did  not  think  the  farmer 
ought  lo  be  called  upon  to  pay  the  soldier  higher 
wages  than  he,  the  farmer,  received  himself.  The 
arguinentof  the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire, 
if  fully  carried  out,  would  go  to  show  that  all 
members  of  the  Army,  general  officers,  captains, 
lieutenants,  and  privates,  should  be  paid  just  the 
same  w^ges.  He  believed  the  disparity  of  pay  to 
be  too  great;  but  he  believed  no  one  seriously  pro- 
posed a  change  so  radical  as  this.  *  If  not,  and  if 
gentlemen  proposed  lo  carry  out,  generally,  the 
principle  of  economy  in  regard  to  the  Army,  he 
saw  no  reason  why  n  pruporlionale  reduction 
should  not  be  made  tiirou^hiiui, provided  the  sol- 
dier still  retained  a  rate  of  wages  higher  than  the 
average  of  that  farming  community  upon  whom 
the  taxes  were  assessed  to  pay  him. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  said  he  thought  the  amend- 
ment which  he  was  about  to  oSer  would  recon- 
cile all  differences.     He  moved  the  following: 

That  one  dnllsr  per  monlli  be  paiil  to  oacli  soldier  wlio 
shall  receive  un  iKiiiurable  ilidcliiirge  at  Uic  end  ol'  bia  term 
or  service;  and  in  tlic  fvi^nt  of  his  deatli,  tlie  eaioe  iihsll  be 
paid  to  Ills  nearest  reprcDtitiiAiive. 

Mr.  BOWER  said  he  had  been  always  under 

the  impression  that  when  a  soldier  entered  the 

service,  it  was  for  a  specified   time,  and  for  a 

specified  rate  of  wages.     He  was  of  the  opinion 

II  that  it  would  be  doing  a  great  injustice, therefore, 

{I  to  reduce  that  rate  during  the  continuance  of  Ihe 

I  period.  He  believed  there  were  few  laboring  men 
l|  who  would  be  willing  to  work  at  a  rate  of  wages 
^1  below  twelve  dollars  a  month;  and  he  thought 

II  that  seveu  dollars  was  a  very  low  compensation 


for  the  soldier,  who  was  required  tO'Uiider{;o  a 
good  deal  of  fatigue  and  hardship.  If  they  weto 
to  raise  ths  price  instead  of  diminisbiog  it,  they 
would  be  more  likely  to  secure  the  services  of 
those  who  were  able  to  serve  their  country. 

Mr,  SAMPLE  inquired  whether  the  tutuls 
which  authorized  enlistments  autborizcil  altoi 
reduction  of  the  allowance  made  lo  soldiers!  He 
thought  the  Government  had  no  right  to  impoie 
new  terms. 

Mr.  BLACK,  of  South  Carolina,  stated  tint 
this  act,  if  the  amendment  now  proposed  wrre 
adopted,  would  place  the  infantry,  artillery,  and 
riflemen,  precisely  on  the  same  footing  as  aiprea- 
enl.  As  for  the  cavalry,  it  was  proper  that  iliey 
should  be  placed  upon  the  same  level,  and  tbeir 
pay  was  accordingly  reduced  one  dollar  a  monih. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  expressed  himself  favorable 
to  the  omeiidment,  inasmuch  a.i  it  would  Icare 
the  compensation  paid  to  soldiers  precisely  ei^uol 
in  amount  lo  what  it  has  heretofore  been. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  C.  Johnsok  wastub- 
stituted  for«lie  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  HiLt, 
and  was  adopted. 

Mr.  PA  R.M  ENTER  then  moved  to  strike  out 
the  whole  of  the  eighteenth  section;  which  was  not 
agreed  (o, 

Mr,  CARROLL  moved  that  the  following  b« 
added  to  it: 

Noihine  herein  contained  ahall  be  cnitstraed  lo  affrft 
ilie  pay  of  8n>  perNOii  herein  uanted,  during  Ihe  period  of 
Ilia  present  enlisimeiit. 

The  proposition  was  objected  to,  and  being 
decided  out  of  order,  was  withdrawn. 

Some  verbal  amendments  were  made  in  tbe 
nineteenth  section. 

Mr.  HALE  offered  an  amendment  to  put  lies- 
tenants  in  the  marine  corps  on  the  same  fontin;, 
as  to  pay,  as  ofllcers  of  Ihe  Navy,  When  at  tea, 
he  observed,  they  lived  in  the  same  mess,  anil 
were  subjected  to  the  same  expenses  as  officeri 
of  the  Navy. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  BLACK,  of 
South  Carolina,  in  opposition  to  the  amendoirni, 
it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  HOLMES  moved  that  the  committee  rise; 
which  was  rejected. 

Mr,  TIBBAITS  called  the  sllention  of  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  to  the  reduction  pro- 
posed in  the  pay  of  the  lleuienants,  which  bt 
thought  too  much  fot  this  grade.  B?  thefilteemb 
section  of  the  act  of  1835,  these  officers  were  al- 
lowed an  additional  ration  for  five  years' aervtct. 
He  proposed  an  amendment  to  retain  this  allov 
once. 

Mr.  BLACK,  of  South  Carolina,  referred  l« 
the  table  of  reductions  in  the  report,  which  he 
explained,  and  contended  that  the  proporiinnaie 
reduction  was  not  greater  for  this  class  of  offii-ers 
than  for  the  others.  The  extra  ration  for  cvf ijf 
five  years'  service  had  been  given  to  iill  the  offi- 
cers; and  the  chief  benefiu  of  the  section  of  ibe 
act  lo  which  the  gentleman  referred  had  inuwl 
to  the  officers  of  the  higher  grodes. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  PARMENTER  offered  an  amendment W 
continue  the  same  extra  allowance  lo  marines «• 
is  granted  by  existing  laws  to  seamen  on  forei^ 
service  for  detention  in  service  after  the  eipira- 
tion  of  the  term  of  their  enlistment. 

This  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HALE  moved  to  amend  the  tweniy  sec- 
ond section,  so  as  to  abolish  corporal  pumslimmt 
for  desertion. 

Mr.  HOLMES  asked  if  the  infliction  of  pon- 
ishment  by  stripes  and  lashes  was  not  already 
abolished .' 

Mr.  BLACK,  of  South  Carolina,  said  *ai  it 
was,  except  for  the  crime  of  desertion,  «l"'ci' 
was  now  punishable  by  stripes  and  lashes.  The 
section  of  the  bill  they  were  now  on  provWf" 
for  the  abolishment  of  that  kind  of  imnishnw'ii 
for  desertion,  and  to  substitute  imprisonment  and 
bard  labor  for  it. 

Mr.  HALE  said  he  understood  thot  eorpoial 
punishment  of  some  kind  now  existed  ia  die 
Army.  [A  McMBEitsaid.  "  Yes,  by  psdJIinjior 
cobbing.'  ]  His  ooject  was  to  abolish  corpora' 
punishment  altogether.  He  would  agree  «>'«''] 
in  the  punishment  of  imprisonment  ainl  Iw™ 
labor  for  the  crime  of  desertion  as  it  now  WM  la 
the  section. 

Mr.  RATHBUN  moved  a  further  amcnilaieii!, 

to  raakc  the  term  of  punishment  not  less  tliw 
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one,  nor  more  thnn  five  years,  insioad  of  not  less 
limn  lliiteTnor  more  than  six,  as  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  SAMPLE  moved  lo  strike  out  six  years, 
aiiil  insert  iliree. 

This  motion  was  rejected. 

Tlie  amendment  of  Mr.  Rathbcn  and  that  of 
Mr.  Hale  were  agreed  to.  ^         i.   . 

Mr.  COLES  moved  to  strike  out  the  whole 
Bcciion. 

Tlic  motion  was  rejected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VANCE,  the  committee 
rose  and  rcporlcd  progress. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  submiited  a  statement, 
showing  the  changes  made  by  law  in  the  pay, 
sulisistcnce,  forajre,  &,c.,  of  the  officers,  non- 
commissioned officers,  and  privates ol  the  Army, 
from  tlie  ytur  J791  lo  the  present  period,  and 
moved  that  it  be  printed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  House 
adjourned. 

Tlic  following  pctilionn,  prracntcil  In-day,  were  handed 
to  Uie  reporter  by  the  nieinbera  prrsuiitnig  llitni : 

Bv  Mr  S.VI  ITU,  of  IllinoU :  The  ini-mnriul  of  M.  E.  Fcr- 
lir,  and  «v-nly  seven  olh«r.^,  ciliien!.  of  Clic.ler,  in  iho 
Bl-ilf  of  lll.n..is,  pmyin-C-oi.BreM  lo  make  libcrnl  and  nde. 
nnaie  «Mnrouriiiiioi.a  for  iheiniprovtnipniol  ihpMissisBrppi 
r.vrr  nml  ..»  tribmarie,.  n„d  the  l.i.rl.or  of  Si.  l.ou|i..  1  he 
inrn.onnhM8»el  form  the  import.nice  lo  U.e  whole  WeM, 
fif  ►p.M-dv  Olid  tdicipnl  aclinn  by  Congress  lo  prolccl  Uie 
lives  und'propiriv  of  iheircilir.enB. 

Al-o  the  memorial  of  L.  T.  I'hlllips  and  forty  five  oth- 
ers c.liy.eiis  of  Cali-donia,  lllinoii. ;  which  waa  relerrcd  lo 
Uie  Coinmiune  "flhe  Whole  on  the  BUle  ol  ihe  Union. 

nv  Mr.  TIBBATTS:  The  peiili.ni  of  Mr.  Mary  licks, 
ofJessaniliiP  cnuniv.  Keiiiiicky.  widow  of  William  lliek., 
deceased  foldier  ol  the  war  of  Ihe  llevolnlioii.  prnynis  thai 
her  oluini  to  a  peiifion  dnrin:  life  may  he  made  lo  coin 
ineii.e  .ni  ihe  1*1  of  March.  1812;  which  wai  referred  to 
the  fnii-.inniee  on  Keviiliilionnry  Claims. 

Bv  Mr  flAVS-  A  iiieinorial  of  the  clli7:en«  of  Mercer 
couiilv.  PeiiiiitrlvHnia.  pravinj  lliat  Ihe  irnn^porialioii  of  ihc 
niuil.on  Hie  S.ihhalli  day  maybe  prnlnbiuH;  which  was 
referred  lo  Ihe  Commiueu  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Ri  >ad  ^ 

By  Mr.  BOYD  :  The  papers  orElinbetti  Ward,  in  fator 

of  a  iien-ion.  , .,    .  a 

Uv  Mr  .VTKINtl'ON:  The  prlilion  of  ('nlharine  Arm- 
sleail  of  Piinsmonlh,  Viri:iiiia,  <vidnw  of  Lieulenanl  Ariii- 
sn-id  lale  Uiiiled  Slates  marine  corp.«,  asking  lo  he  pl.iced 
on  llie  pen^i'm  li:-l;  which  iva^  referred  lo  the  Coininillce 

"".AU^'nie'  neuiion  of  .Margaret  Worth,  of  Porlsinoiuh, 
Virainia,  widow  of  l.icuieiiant  Worth,  lale  Oiiil.d  blalc:. 
Navy,  for  n  p-n-'ioii ;  which  wasrelcrred  to  Ihe  Uomnullcc 

on  Nnval  .•\ffiir«.  ,,        „  ,       le. 

nv  Mr  SAMPLE :  The  pelilion  of  Je^i-e  Coppock  and  for- 
ty cii:lilollier»,cilileli»orihe  Wiiinimac  land disUicl, Slain 
6f  liirtinna.  prayni;  ,ome  reaulanoi,  lo  I..-  made  by  law  mr 
Ihe  reclaiiiims  Ibe  wel  lalid:<  in  Ihe  said  land  dl.-lncl  by 

'"'AlBofilie  pelilion  of  Thomas  Beiilleyaiid  fony-llirce  oth- 
ers, lor  I  lie  ■••ame  olijecl.  . 
Also,  ihc  p.iiiion  of  Jacob  Uussell  ami  forly-sij  others, 

A'ls".,"ilI"'p"in'ioii  of  >Villiam  C.  Coppock,  and  forty-five 
oilier*,  for  llie  same  ohjeel. 

AlHo.llic  iMlilioii  of  Charles  Palmer  and  lllirty-«ven  oth- 

"ais'o.  ilie'peiiiion  of  William  Monigoincry  and  Ihiny- 
S4*ven  oflu-r^,  for  lite  >ame  object.  ^.  .     . 

nv  .Mr    BOWIJN:  The  pelilion  of  Peter  Teirntin  and 

one  IliliKlred  a me  others,  citizens  of  Si.  UiUH.  Missouri, 

pmvii.x  nil  npi.ropriation  for  ihe  inipiiivemenl  ol  the  west- 
ern waien";  al.",il.e  petition  ol  Presley  Carrl.ane  and  sev- 
colv  oiiiers,  ciii/.eiis  of  Ma. ion  comity,  Missmiri.  praying 
np|.ropri.ili"n»  lor  the  iinprovem.nl  ol  the  western  waierj.; 
wliieli  were  referred  lo  Uic  Comiiiillee  <il  Ihc  Whole  on  the 

"bv  "m'  "vu'lu'llT,  of  Indiana  :  The  pelilion  of  Alfred 
Ilailley  ami  eieliiv-ei«hl  others,  cilizelis  of  P.irke  cooiily, 
nntvioB  lor  ihe  vi'ieant  lands  in  llie  Viiiceimes  laiiddisliKl, 
Indiana,  fur  the  purpose  of  conliiiuins  the  Wabash  and 
Erie  canal  from  Tcrre  llanleto  Kvansv.lle,  Indiana;  which 
wa«  referred  In  ihe  Coiiimillee  «m  Piihlie  Lands 

Hy  Mr.  MeCLELLAND:  The  petiiion  ol  John  O.  W  il- 
ium.   I.'r  ilainaies,  U.C..  incurred  dining  ihe  last  war. 

Uv  Mr.  KlXI'li:  The  petition  of  Pierre  l.houlean  and 
nlliers  iirayinil  Congrcfs  in  innnire  into  and  adjust  the  claim 
nf  Hie;  VeCTl  represeiitalives  of  Jnlien  Dnbunne  lo  a  certain 
iracl  of  land  in  the  Terrilorv  of  Iowa,  cranled  by  the  Union 
de  Ciui.nilelel,  inieiident  Bcneral  of  Louisiana,  lo  said  l>il- 
huiiue,  on  Ihe  lOili  November,  17%;  *liicli  was  referred  lo 
Ilip  l-nimniltee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

By  Mr  lllJNr,  ofNew  York  :  The  petition  of  nunierona 
cillzeii.)  of  Niaeara  coiinly,  prayin-  for  Ihe  repeal  of  the 
tweiaii  accuoii  of  the  act  for  the  resulalion  of  seauien. 


IN  SENATE. 
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Mr.  PEMl'l.E  presented  a  petition  from  A. 
P.  Dunbar  and  others,  citizens  of  Coles  county, 
lliinoiu,  aslaiig  for  an  appropriation  of  land  to 
aid  in  i''<:  improvement  of  the  Wubush  river; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals.  .  .       , 

Mr.TALLMADGE  presented  a  petition  from 
Bcnjaittin  11.  Tiiular,  a  surgeon  in  tha  Navy  of 


the  United  States,  asking  for  compensation  as 
acting  fleet  surgeon  on  the  Pacific  station;  which 
was  referred  lo  the  Commiltee  on  Naval  Affairs. 
Mr.  BllEESE  presented  a  petition  from  James 
Craig  and  fifty  others,  citizens  of  Jo  Daviess 
county,  Illinois,  praying  an  appropriation  for  the 
improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  western 
waters,  and  the  sale  of  mineral  lands;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Also,  ft  memorial  from  Daniel  Hay  and  one 
hundred  and  fourteen  others,  citizens  «f  White 
and  Wayne  counties,  Illinois,  asking  for  a  grant 
of  land  to  aid  in  the  improvement  of  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  Wabash  river;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  William  Hempstead 
and  three  hundred  and  forty-two  others,  citizens 
of  Galena,  Illinois,  praying  for  an  appropriation 
for  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  west- 
ern waters;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  five  memorials 
from  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  praying  that  the 
present  tariff  may  be  continued  in  e.tistence, 
unless  it  was  ascertained  by  experience  that  a 
change  or  amendment  in  it  was  rctiuired;  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  David  A.  Renfrew  and 
other  inhabilanls  of  western  Pennsylvania,  pray- 
ing that  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Slates 
may  be  so  altered  as  to  acknowledge  the  exist- 
ence of  a  superintending  Providence;  which  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE  presented  a  memorial 
from  Daniel  Whitney  and  others,  asking  that 
patents  may  be  issued  to  them  for  certain  tracts 
of  land  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Howard,  at  Green 
Bay;  which  was  referred  lo  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

Also,  a  petiiion  from  a  number  of  citizens  of 
Summit  county,  Ohio,  praying  that  no  alteration 
may  be  made  in  the  existing  tariff;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Also,  three  memorials  from  citizens  of  Summit 
county,  Ohio,  remonstrating  against  any  pro- 
ceeding on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  lending  lo  the 
annexaiion  of  Texas  to  the  United  States;  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Re- 
lations. 

Mr.  CHO.\TE  presented  a  petition  from  Peter 
Von  Schmidt,  inventor  of  the  pneumatic  dry- 
dock,  asking  that  liis  plan  may  be  tested  by  the 
Government;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
miltee on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  n  memorial  from  the 
town  of  Deerfield.and  three  from  citizens  of  the 
town  of  Rome,  Oneida  county,  New  York,  pray- 
ing that  no  alteration  may  be  made  in  the  exist- 
ing turilf;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance. 

Mr.  SEVIER  presented  a  memorial  from  C. 
C.  Stewart  and  twenty-nine  others,  citizens  of 
Arkansas,  praying  for  a  rfduction  of  the  rates  of 
postage  to  five  cenu  for  a  single  letter  to  any 
part  of  the  United  States,  and  for  the  restriction 
of  the  franking  privilege;  which  was  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  TAFPAN  presented  the  proceedings  of  a 
meeting  of  citizens  of  C.irroll,  Jefferson,  and 
Harrison  counties,  Ohio,  against  the  annexation 
of  Texas;  and  resolutions  adopted  at  that  meet- 
ing, declaring  iliat  they  arc  opposed  to  the  anncx- 
alFon  of  Texas  to  the  Union, and  especially  as  a 
slaveholdliig  territory,  and  remonstrating  against 
the  ratification  by  the  Senate  of  any  treaty  for 
that  purpose,  as  being  a  violation  of  the  Constiiu- 
lion  of  the  United  Stales,  as  perfidious  to  Mexico, 
an  outrage  to  the  rights  of  the  free  Stales,  and 
highly  perilous  to  the  Union;  wiiieh  were  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  KING  remarked  that  he  had,  some  time 
since,  iiitroduceil  a  resolution,  which  was  passed 
by  llie  Senate,  instructing  the  Judiciary  Commit- 
tee to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  an 
appropriation  for  the  erection  of  a  building  in 
which  10  hold  the  district  court  of  the  United 
States,  at  Tuscaloosa,  Alabnma.  He  had  since 
then  received  a  statement  made  by  the  grand  jury 
of  that  district,  logpther  with  a  letter  from  the 
allorney  general,  showing  the  absolute  necessity 
for  some  appropriation  for  thai  object.  He  moved 
lo  refer  these  papers  to  ihe  Judiciary  Commiltee; 
and  expressed  a  hope  that  when  the  general  ap- 
propriation bill  came  up,  that  committee  would 


have  an  amendment  prepared  to  be  appended, 
providing  for  that  object.  The  papers  were  re- 
ferred. 

Mr.  PHELPS  presented  a  memorial  from  citi- 
zens of  Colchester  ,Vermont,remonstratingagainBt 
any  legislation  changing  the  rates  of  duty  under 
the  present  larifT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  P.,  (who  remarked  that  all 
parlies  in  Vermont  were  friendly  lo   the  senti- 
ments of  the  memorial,)  it  was  referred  to  the  Coin-  ■ 
mittee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  P.  also  presented  a  memorial  numerously 
signed  by  citizens  of  Newfane,  Vermont,  protest- 
in"  against  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  Uni- 
teS  States,  by  treaty  or  otherwise,  without  the 
consent  of  all  the  States,  maintaining  that,  with- 
out such  consent,  its  annexation  would  be  uncon- 
siilulional,  injurious  to  the  rights  and  interests, 
and  dangerous  to  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  the 
Union.  Mr.  P.  remarked  that  upon  this  subject, 
as  well  as  the  other,  there  was  but  one  sentiment 
in  Vermont.  The  memorial  was  referred  to  tho 
Commitiee  on  Foreign  Relations. 


REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 
Mr.  FOSTER,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
made  an  adverse  report  on  the  petiiion  of  John 
Bruce,  asking  remuneration  for  losses  under  a 
contract  for  removing  obstructions  in  the  Ohio 
river. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BATES,  the  Committee  on 
Pensions  was  discharged  from  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  petition  of  Catharine  Gale,  widow 
of  Anthony  Gale,  late  an  officer  in  the  United 
Stales  marine  corps,  for  a  pension;  and  it  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  AflTairs. 

Mr.  PORTER,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals,  to  which  was  referred  Senate  bill  for  . 
the  construction  of  a  canal  around  ihe  falls  of  St. 
Mary's  river^ reported  the  same  back  without 
amendment,  and  with  a  recommendation  that  it 
do  pass,  accompanied  by  a  report  enforcing  the 
policy  of  the  bill;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 
Mr.  TALLMADGE  remarked  that  the  report 
was  one  of  great  national  importance,  and  moved 
ihat  five  hundred  copies  extra  of  the  report  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  KING  hoped  not.  . 

The  question  was  put;  and  tlie  printing  was 
ordered — ayes  21,  noes  10. 

MILITARY  ACADEMY. 
Mr.  BREESE  remarked  that,  having  been  un- 
fortunately out  of  his  sent  on  the  morning  of  yes- 
terday, when  the  bill  for  the  supportof  the  Mili- 
tary Academy  at  West  Point  was  passed,  he  had 
been  deprived  of  the  opportunity  of  calling  for 
the  yeas  and  nays,  and  thus  recording  his  vote 
against  the  passage  of  the  bill.  He  slated  that 
he  was  under  instructions  by  the  General  As- 
sembly of  his  State  to  give  such  a  vote,  and  it 
entirely  accorded  with  his  own  views  to  do  so. 
He  was  opposed  to  the  institution,  and  hoped  the 
vote  by  which  it  was  passed  would  be  reconsid- 
ered by  llic  Senate.  ,  ,  ,  » 
The  PRESIDING  OEFICER  remarked  that 
the  motion  would  come  up  in  its  order. 

Mr.  ALLEN  then,  when  the  lime  had  arrived, 
moved  the  reconsideration. 

Mr  EVANS  remnrked  that  the  motion  to  re- 
consider could  be  made  a  lest  vote.  ^„,,„,  _ 
Messrs.  ALLEN,  KING,  and  SEMPLE, 
maintained  tiiat  a  vote  on  its  reconsideration 
could  not  be  considered  a  test  vote.  The  ineriis 
of  the  bill  could  not  be  involved  upon  a  vote  to 
reconsider. 

Mr.  KING  said  he  would  vote  for  the  recon- 
sideration, yet  he  was  friendly  to  the  passage  of 
the  bill,  anil  should  vote  for  it.  The  courtesy  of 
the  Senate  had  always  accorded  to  Senators  an 
opportunity  to  record  their  votes  against  a  meas- 
ure which  they  had  been  instructed  to  vote  against, 
as  was  the  case  of  the  Senators  from  Illinois.  He 
expressed  a  hope,  therefore,  that  the  Senator 
from  Maine  would  withdraw  any  opposition  to 
the  motion  to  reconsider. 
After  some  further  remarks  of  a  conversational 

Mr.  EVANS  withdrew  his  objection,  and  the 
vote  was  reconsidered. 
The  question  recurring  on  tho  passage  of  the 

bill.  ,       .      ■         11. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  that  he  intended   to 

vote  for  the  passage  of  the  bill;  and  he  chose  to 
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place  his  vote  upon  the  principle  that  an  appro- 
priation bill  waa  not  the  proper  place  to  consider 
and  discuss  the  propriety  of  abolishing  an  insti- 
tution which  had  so  long  existed  as  the  Military 
Academy  at  West  Point.  We  prorided  by  such 
billa  merely  for  the  appropriation  of  the  money 
necessary  to  carry  into  execution  existing  laws; 
but  when  we  desired  to  repeal  or  change  these 
laws,  we  passed  separate  bills  for  this  purpose. 
Now,  should  any  bill  come  befnrv  the  Senate  for 
the  parpoae  of  repealing,  modifying,  or  altering 
the  laws  establishmg  the  Military  Academy,  he 
thould  come  to  the  consideration  of  the  subject 
with  a  mind  perfectly  uncommitted  by  the  vote 
which  he  intended  to  give  upon  the  present  occa- 
■ion.  Whilst  the  academy  existed  under  acts  of 
Congress,  especially  after  the  other  House  had 
passed  an  appropriation  bill  in  obedience  to 'these 
acts,  be  would  not,  during  their  continuance, 
abolish  the  academy,  suddenly  and  without  con- 
sideration, by  withholding  the  appropriation  ne- 
cessary for  its  support.  This  was  not  the  proper 
mode  of  accomplisning  the  object;  and  he  bad  al- 
ways opposed  such  legislation  in  a  mere  appro- 
priation bill. 

Mr.  BREESE  demanded  the  yeaa  and  nays  on 
the  passage  of  the  bill. 

They  wese  ordered ,  and  taken  i  the  reault  waa — 
yeas  37,  nays  11;  as  followst 

TEAS— M>ur>.  Barrow,  Ualrt,  Bayard,  Berrien.  Barli- 
amn,  Ckoate,  Claytnn,  Criiirndan,  G»im,  Pouter,  Prancii, 
FalUHi,  Hufer,  lluntliigioii,  Jarnagin,  Kiiig,  McUufSe,  Man- 
gura',  MnretieMt,  Pbelp*,  Poner,  Bcvier,  HHamoiw,  Tall- 
niailn.  Uphain,  Wondbridgi:,  and  \Vri|ht— 37. 

KAYB  —  Mtmn.  Allen,  Atchiaoii,  Atlieiton,  B«gl>jr, 
BnMte,  Cnkinia,  Fairtel(i,  Htuutfui,  Swnpis,  I'appan, 
and  Woodbury— U. 

So  the  bill  waa  passed. 

CATALOGUE  Or  BOOKS,  ETC. 

Mr.  WOODBRIOGE  subroitted  the  following 
resolutions 

JtoolMd,  That  Ibe  Joint  Cammittee  on  the  LilMvy  in- 
quire iuui  tliv-expndiency  of  canaing  to  he  primed  ilie  cat- 
alogue nf  Imnka,  aU««««,  fcc.,  in  Uie  VVar  D«panmenl,  or  in 
the  aeveral  bureau*  tliereiir,  belnniing  to  Uie  United  States ; 
with  leave  to  re|iorl  by  bill  or  oUierwiM. 

M  r.  A  LLEN  made  some  remarks  on  the  propri- 
ety of  the  Senator  from  Michigan  including  in  the 
resolution  all  the  other  Oeparimenis.  At  his  in- 
standk  a  resolution  was  passed  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress.callingupon  all  the  Departments  and  the 
AttorneyOeneral  to  report  to  Congress  catalogues 
of  the  books,  maps,  and  aliases  in  their  respect- 
ive offices.  Reports  had  been  received  from  three 
of  the  Departments.  He  suggested ,  then,  that  that 
Senator  should  either  so  amend  his  resolution  as 
to  include  all  the  Dcparimeuts,  or  not  press  it 
until  a  report  was  received  from  the  other  Depart- 
ment, which  had  failed  to  respond  to  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  Senate  he  had  alluiied  to. 

Some  further  remarks  were  made  by  Messrs. 
ALLEN,  WOODBRIDGE,  and  TAPPAN,  and 
the  resolution  was  poalponeil  till  to-morrow,  with 
the  view  of  modifying  it  to  meet  tlie  suggestions 
of  the  Senators  from  Ohio. 

COPPER  ORBS. 

Mr.  PORTER  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  was  agreed  tu: 

Hetolcal,  Thai  Ute  Svcrcuiry  of  War  be  directed  to  aend 
to  ilie  Seimii'  ii  copy  nf  Die  ri-pnrt  Iniely  iniide  to  the  lopo- 
graphiriil  liiirenu,  li^  Capiaiii  George  W.  Hugliet,  in  rela- 
Umi  to  the  working  of  cupper  ores. 

CHEROKEE  INDIANS. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr. 
JARNAGIN  yesterday,  was  taken  up  and  agreed 
to: 

RatalM',  That  the  Seerrtary  of  War  rrport  to  the  Senate 
any  power  of  auoniey  from  Cbentkee  Indians  to  Wtltiani 
H.  Tlionins,  died  by  him  in  193tf  i  what  money  was  paid  on 
Uitatf  and  when,  and  why  the  whole  amount  was  not  paid  ; 
when  Williain  H.  Thomai  wna  appointed  agmii  to  diibanut 
ioCherokeea  the  money* due  theBi,lH»w  much  Im  received, 
and  the  voucben  tnr  the  dirhiirKcment  ttiereof— sliowing 
the  date  of  the  respective  payments,  and  to  whom  made ; 
and  why  it  was  ihe  moneys  were  not  paid  on  the  power* 
of  lUtorney;  and  why  Thomas  was  app*iinled  agent  to  dis- 
burse said  moneys.  The  Secretary  ul'  War  will  also  report 
copies  of  all  communicaUons  frmn  tlie  War  Dppnrtment, 
or  Cominlssloiier  of  Indian  AITairs,  to  said  William  H. 
Thomas,  during  the  years  |g;»,  l»4U,  and  IMI,  as  also  all 
letters  or  cowmnnicaUons  innii  said  Thnnias  to  the  War 
Department  or  Coniinissioner  of  litdian  An>iir*,during  said 
years,  puiiculorly  Uiose  dated  in  July,  IMO,  from  Asheville, 
Nonli  Utmlina. 

ANNA  MARIA  BALDWIN. 

The  adverse  report  of  the  Compniltea  on  the 


Judiciary,  in  the  ease  of  Anna  Maria  Baldwin, 
waa  concurred  in  by  the  Senate. 

CAROLINE  C.  CLITHERALL. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Caroline  C.  Clithentll, 
widow  of  Dr.  Geoi^re  E.  Clitherall,  late  a  sur- 
geon in  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

HEIRS  OF  CHRISTOPHER  MILLER. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  the  pre- 
vious orders  of  the  day  were  postponed,  and  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Christopher  Mil- 
ler was  taken  up  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
considered,  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

FORTIFICATION  BILL. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  of  the  bill  making  ap- 
propriations for  fortifications  for  the  fiscal  year 
commencing  on  the  Istof  July,  1844,and  ending 
30th  June,  1845. 

Mr.  SEVIER  submitted  the  following  amend- 
ment: 

Add  to  the  appmpriatlona : 
For  Fan  Smith,  $30,000. 
For  Port  Oitason,  915.000. 
For  Fort  Towson,  «6,0a0. 

Aftcrsome  prefatory  remarks, Mr.  S.  explained 
the  importance  and  necessity  for  this  amendment. 
He  had  shaped  it  in  conformity  with  what  he  had 
observed  to  be  the  policy  of  the  bill — to  call  for 
only  about  half  the  sums  actually  required. 

After  a  few  explanations  by  Messrs.  SEVIER 
and  FDLTON,  in  answer  to  inquiries  made 
by  Messrs.  EVANS  and  CRITTENDEN,  the 
amendment  wets  adopted. 

Mr.  BARROW  commented  at  some  length  on 
the  appropriations,  contrasted  with  theestimatea; 
and,  in  reference  to  so  much  as  refers  to  the  State 
of  Louisiana,  he  stated  that,  as  an  act  of  justice 
and  strict  economy,  it  was  necessary  for  at  least 
one  of  them  to  enlarge  the  appropriation.  He 
alluded  to  the  appropriation  of  f40,0U0  for  Fort 
Livingston,  Grand  Terre  island,  Barrataria  bay, 
Louisiana.  The  estimate  nf  the  proper  officer  of 
the  Government  for  the  necessary  purpose  of 
keeping  the  work  in  progress,  so  as  to  avoid  ab- 
solute loss,  was  165,000.  Why  $15,000  should 
have  been  cut  off  in  this  instance  he  was  wholly 
at  a  loss  to  discover.  He  moved,  therefore,  to 
subslitate  $55,000  for  |40,000  in  that  appropria- 
tion. 

Mr.  EVANS  said  it  seemed  to  him  that  the 
principle  adopted  by  the  House  was  to  cut  down 
the  estimates  about  fifty  per  cent.;  in  some  in- 
stances a  little  more,  and  in  others  a  little  less. 
He  supposed  this  was  done  simply  in  a  spirit  of 
economy  and  retrenchment.  The  estimates  of 
the  War  Department  contained  projects  for  new 
works.  The  Finance  Committee  had  nothing  to 
do  with  them,  iu  duty  being  confined  to  works 
authorized  by  existing  laws,  and  already  in  prog- 
ress. The  estimates  not  authorized  by  Con- 
gress were  consequently  lefl  out.  He  agreed 
with  the  Senator  from  Louisiana  in  most  of  what 
he  had  said.  He  was  in  favor  of  completing 
works  authorized  as  soon  as  possible,  believing 
it  was  the  best  et^nomy.  Works  sometimes  cost 
twenty-five  per  cent,  more  by  delay  than  they 
would  have  done  had  they  been  completed  at 
once.  He  gave  some  instances  of  false  economy, 
in  not  making  full  appropriationa  in  the  begin- 
ning; not  that  it  was  necessary  tospend  the  whole 
in  one  year,  but  that  it  might  be  known  before- 
hand how  much  waa  to  be  expended.  With  re- 
gard to  this  amendment,  all  he  had  to  say  Waa, 
that  the  aame  (eaaons  which  were  good  in  favor 
of  it  would  apply  to  every  other  appropriation  in 
the  bill.  The  view  the  House  evidently  took, 
was  to  curtail  operaiions,  and  spread  the  expend- 
itures over  a  longer  period  of  lime.  He  appre- 
hended that  no  amendments  increasing  the  appro- 
frialions  would  be  acceptable  to  the  other  House, 
f  the  sum  now  appropriated  for  Fort  Livingston 
should  not  be  found  sufficient,  it  would  be  known 
in  time  for  the  next  session  of  Congress,  when 
the  necessary  correction  eoujd  be  male  by  a  fur- 
ther appropriation. 

Mr.  BARROW  explained  that  this  was  a  new 
work,  advanced  as  yet  but  very  Mule;  still  it  wad 
in  such  a  condition  that  an  insufficient  appropri- 
ation to  carry  it  on  would  really  prove  the  worst 


possible  economy.  He  read  pan  of  a  report  on 
the  subject,  to  show  that  sach  would  be  the  effect. 
He  did  not  ask  any  additions  to  the  appropria- 
tions made  by  the  bill  for  Fort  Pike  and  Pott 
Jackson.  He  was  content  to  let  the  appropiit- 
tions  for  them  stand.  He  called  for  the  yeuind 
nays  on  this  amendment;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  KING  asked  the  Senator's  attention  to  the 
fact  that,  with  the  balance  of  the  former  appro- 
priation (f  18,000)  and  the  sum  allowed  by  this 
bill  ($40,000)  the  work  for  the  first  two  qaaiten 
of  the  fiscal  year  would  be  amply  provided  for— 
it  can  be  carried  on  till  after  the  next  leatioB  of 
Congress.  On  looking  to  the  report,  he  foiud 
there  waa  doubt  of  the  soundness  of  the  foood*- 
tion,  which  rendered  it  neceaaory  to  have  tioM  to 
test  what  weight  it  would  bear  oefore  more  vii 
done.  If  the  works  in  all  seetiona  of  the  countiy 
were  to  be  carried  on  upon  fair  principles  it  shooM 
be  under  the  same  rule.  He  did  notconeerwitk 
the  Senator  from  Maine,  [Mr.  EvANi,]thstitii 
prudeiit  to  complete  in  a  harried  manner  sudi 
works  as  are  authorized.  Delaj  was  oftes  ad- 
vantageous, particularly  in  such  insiancea  u  that 
he  had  alluded  to,  where  an  improper  or  unnft 
foundation  might  involve  great  loss. 

The  question  waa  then  taken,  and  resulted— 
yeas  13,  nays  17;  as  follows: 

TEAS— Messra.  Atchison,  Barrow,  Batea,  Ciitten^, 
Foster,  Francis,  Iloger,  Jarnagin,  Potter,  Talliudge,0^ 
nam,  and  Woodbridge — 13. 

N  A  VS— Messrs.  Allen  .Attaerton,  Baaby,  Bayirl,  Br««se, 
Bncbsnao,  Clayton,  Colquitt,  Evans,  Fairfield,  Hiaeenai 
King,  McDuflie,  Sample,  Sevier,  Woodbury,  and  Wii^ 

So  the  amendment  waa  tejeeled. 

Mr.  BARROW  said  Fort  Jesup,  one  of  the 
forts  on  the  border  of  the  Indian  country,  btd 
been  left  out  of  the  bill.  He  called  the  atteniion 
of  the  Senators  from  Arkansas  to  this  facL  He 
moved,  from  a  sense  of  duty,  without  caring 
much  about  the  fate  of  the  amendment,  thstta 
additional  appropriation  be  made,  as  follows: 

For  compleUng  the  public  buildings  at  Fort  Jeaup,  |6,0N, 

Mr.  SEVIER  approved  the  amendment, sM 
recommended  its  adoption. 

Mr.  EVANS  aaid  it  stood  on  the  same  footing 
as  the  amendment  made  by  the  Senator  from  Aik- 
nnsas,  and  he  should  not,  therefore,  oppose  it 
He  considered  it  necessary,  in  view  oflheie- 
mounted  regiment  being  quartered  then.  Itwu 
desirable  that  the  barracks  shocUd  be  patis  proper 
^pair.        

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  asked  what  was  Ihe  ue 
of  the  fort .' 

Mr.  SEVIER  explained. 

Mr.  KINGcompared  theestimates,  as  reported, 
wi  th  the  letter  of  the  Q,uartermaater  General,  in 
which  $8,000  is  supposed  to4>e  necessary  for  the 
repairs  of  these  barracks;  but  he  found  ihst,sl- 
though  the  Quartermaster  General  refers  to  the 
engineer  department  for  the  estimate,  the  engineer 
department  had  not  mentioned  Fort  Jesap  at  all. 
It  seemed  to  be  working  in  the  dark  to  go  npoa 
the  mere  hint  of  the  Auartermaater  General.  He 
held  it  was  improper  to  make  appropriations  with- 
out specific  estimates  from  the  authorized  Depart- 
ment of  the  Government.  He  did  not  doabtthsl 
a  smair appropriation  waa  necessary;  but,  oa  tht 
whole,  he  believed  the  aafesl  course  waa  to  lake 
the  bill  as  it  came  from  the  House.  Reassai 
might  have  existed  there  for  leaving  out  Fort 
Jesup. 

Mr.  EVANS  imagined  the  Senator  from  Ala- 
bama fell  into  a  slight  error  in  auppoetog  it  was 
customary  for  the  engineer  department  te  esti- 
mate for  barracks;  it  was  only  for  works  of  de- 
fense that  department  eatimated.  The  nameiM 
Jesup  was  not  strictly  descriptive  of  this  poiai; 
it  is  a  place  where  a  barrack  is  erected. 

Mr.  ARCHER  said  he  had  been  at  Fort  Jeasp; 
and  his  impression  waa,  that  it  would  very  sooa 
have  to  be  abandoned  by  the  United  States  u 
useless  or  unnecessary.  The  country  arouad  it 
waa  fast  filling  up  with  a  population  suSeieatle 
protect  themselves.  The  barrack,  when  he  ssw 
It,  a  few  years  ago,  seemed  to  him  to  be  in  very 
good  repair.  He  thought  it  was  unneeeMaty  W 
spend  more  money  upon  it. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  suggested  that  it  was  prob- 
able the  repair  of  the  barrack  would  be  provided 
for  in  the  army  bill.' 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  aaenJ- 
ment;  and  it  WM  rejected 
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Tlie  bill  wns  rcporleil  back  to  the  Senate;  «nd 
tlicamendinentmadc.on  motion  of  Mr. SEVIER, 
was  concurred  in. 

It  was  ordered  to  be  enprossed  for  a  third  read- 
in*';  and  at  a  subsequent  singe  of  the  proceedings 
the  bill  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Ci;MBEItLAND  ROAD. 
The  bill  for  the  continuation  of  the  Cumber- 
land road  in  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illi- 
nois, was  taken  upas  in  Committee  nf  the  Whole. 
Mr.  EVANS  called  for  ibc  readin»  of  the  bill. 
The   bill    wns   accordingly  rend    ihriuigb.     It 
appropriates   glOO.IIOI)  for  continuing   the   road 
ilirough  Ohio,  $l.5t),UD0for  continuing  it  through 
Indiana,  and  $15U,UU0  through  Illinois. 

No  atneiidmeni  being  offered,  it  was  reported 
back  to  the  Senate;  and  the  question  boins  on  or- 
dering it  to  be  ei><rrons«*d  for  a  third  reading, 

Mr.  AIcDUrriE  was  understood  lo  inquire 
what  action  had  been  bad  on  the  bill  heretofore 
in  the  SiMiate? 

Mr.  ERBESE  replied  that  the  bill  had  been 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals, 
and  they  bad  examined  and  reported  favorably 
upon  it. 

Mr.  PIIELPS  said,  as  this  bill  involved  a 
question  on  which  considerable  dilferenee  of 
opinion  existed,  Iw:  thought  it  would  be  proper 
to  pass  it  over  till  there  was  a  full  attendance  of 
the  Senate. 

Mr.CRITTENDENhad  been  heretofore  favor- 
able to  appropriations  for  the  Cumberland  road. 
But  he  would  like  to  know  what  explanation  the 
friends  of  the  bill  liad  to  give  for  this  very  large 
appropriation,  and  why  it  should  be  proposed  at 
litis  pariieular  lime? 

Mr.  HA.N.NEGAN  gave  a  rapid  sketch  of  the 
action  of  this  Gcivernincnt  in  relation  to  the  Cum- 
berland road;  and  contrasted  the  liberality  with 
which  means  had  been  furnished  for  carrying  it 
on  when  its  benefits  verged  towards  the  older 
States  and  the  national  capital,  with  the  tardiness 
and  indisposition  lo  complete  the  work  on  those 
portions  where  the  benefits  ate  lo  inure  to  the 
new  Slates. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  was  not  opposed  to  rea- 
sonable appropriations  at  a  seasonable  time  for 
this  work;  but  for  sucli  a  very  large  appropria- 
tion he  thought  there  ought  to  be  the  fullest  ex- 
plaliaiioii  before  the  Senate  was  called  upon  to 
pass  it, 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  urged,  with  coijaiderable 
force  of  argument,  the  Justice  of  making  some 
return  to  the  new  Stales  for  the  sueriBecs  they  had 
made  for  the  benefit  of  the  General  Government. 
What  ihey  asked  they  demanded  as  their  rights — 
not  as  mendicants  asked  for  charity.  This,  how- 
ever, was  not  thff  hour  (near  four  o'clock)  for  all 
thai  could  be  said  on  the  subjcci,  as  probably  ihc 
bill  would  be  furtiier  debated ;  but,  in  the  al>sence 
of  his  colleague,  he  nown.sked  the  bill  to  be  passed 
over  infonnnlly  till. he  should  be  in  his  seat. 

Mr.  BREESE,  in  a  very  low  lone,  made  some 
remarks  loo  indistinctly  heard  to  be  properly  re- 
ported .  He  was  understood  lo  argue  that  the  new 
States  had  a  right  to  some  return  for  the  depreci- 
ation of  their  taxing  power,  occasioned  \}y  the 
exemption  of  public  lands  from  taxes  for  five 
years  aftiT  they  were  8(dd. 

Mr.  EVANS  believed  it  was  several  years  since 
any  appropriations  were  made  for  the  Cumberland 
road.  [Mr.  Han  vegan,  fr<mi  his  seat,  said  three 
years.]  He  wished  lo  know  how  much  of  the 
road  was  yet  lo  be  finished.'  The  only  estimate 
now  before  the  Senate  was  the  bill  itself,  asking 
$100,000  for  one  State,  and  $150,000  for  each  of  the 
two  others.  He  slso  wished  to  know  whether 
this  waa  to  finish  work  already  commenced,  or 
to  commence  new  work;  and  what  was  the  length 
of  road  incomplete,  or  to  be  completed  by  this 
appropriation  ? 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  referred  the  Senator  from 
Maine  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 
Unless  these  appropriations  were  made,  several 
brid^^es  already  constructed  may  fall,  and  many 
portions  of  the  road  may  become  so  dilapidated 
thai  ^50,000  would  not  make  the  repairs  which 
further  di'lay  may  occasion. 

Mr.  EVANS  asked  if  this  money  was  lo  be 
■pent  on  any  part  of  the  road  surrendered  lo  these 
States? 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  replied,  none,  except  a  por- 
tion of  tlic  road  in  Ohio,  not  here  estimated  for. 


Mr.  CRITTENDEN  wished  to  know  whether 
the  gentlemen  themselves  desired  the  passage  of 
this  bill  without  giving  the  information  be  had  | 
repeatedly  solicited  .'   It  iniiiht  be  that  the  gentle- 
men of  the  Slates  lobe  benefited  by  the  bill  could 
not  support  it,  and  were  therefore  silent;  liul  the 
Senate  could  hardly  be  expected  to  adopt  it,  uii-  j 
less   upon   the  fullest  and   most  BaliHfactory  in-  ' 
formation  of  its  necessity.     It  seemed  to  him,  ' 
that  while  the  Senate  was   kept  in  the  dark,  the  j 
gentlemen  oujht  not  lo  expect  it  lo  be  passed.       j 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  said  the  gentleman  was  ; 
greatly  mistaken,  if  he  supposed  he  was  desirous 
of  passini;  this  bill  ill  the  dark.  It  was  o  measure  ] 
the  principles  and  ailvnn'agcs  of  which  had  hcen 
debated  for  years.  Estimates  had  been  made  at 
dilferent  times,  and  laid  before  Congress,  giving 
the  fullest  inforniaiion.  Tlie  cost  of  the  whole 
route  had  been  frequently  staled  to  Congress,  and 
the  necessity  for  completing  the  work  had  been 
repeatedly  urged  in  annual  mes.iages.  He  wished  j 
lo  know  10  whom  the  Senator  alluded  as  not  ready 
to  vote  for  this  bill.'  He,  and  the  Senators  from 
Ohio  and  Illinois,  were  not  among  the  number. 
He  enumerated  many  reasons  why  there  should 
be  no  tiesitation  in  making  these  appronriniions. 
It  was  a  measure  of  justice  due  lo  the  West,antl 
ought  to  be  dealt  out  in  a  liberal  spirit.  If  gen- 
tlemen chose  to  deny  that  justice,  and  to  refuse 
these  appropriations,  let  it  be — let  the  country 
underataml  whence  came  the  opposition. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  said  theSenaior  appeared 
to  receive  his  tcinarka  in  a  very  dilfereni  spirit 
from  that  in  which  they  were  offereil.  Was  it 
unreasonable  lo  ask  for  the  necessary  information 
to  enable  ihe  Senate  to  act  upon  any  bill  before 
it  underslandiiigly  r  He  was  not  one  that  had 
scruples  as  to  the  principle  involved  in  this  bill; 
bill  he  desired  the  fullest  information,  when  an 
appropriation  of  such  magnitude  was  asked  for. 
His  remark  was,  that,  without  this  inftu'mation, 
the  Senate  would  be  nciing  blindly ,  or  in  the  dark. 
In  this,  he  disclaimed  any  offensive  allusion;  none 
whatever  was  intended  in  what  he  had  said.  He 
should,  therefore,  repeal  his  assertion:  he  was 
yet  without  the  information  he  required.  He 
would  not-osk  for  the  postponement  of  the  bill; 
be  would  only  say  ibat  the  friends  of  the  measure 
ought  themselves  either  to  postpone  it,  or  now 
give  the  fullest  information. 

Mr.  BREESE  made  some  explanation,  but  was 
not  distinctly  heard  in  the  reporters' gallery. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  now  saw  his  colleague  al 
his  desk,  and  presumed  he  had  the  estimates  ne- 
cessary to  satiafv  the  Senate. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  bis  friend  from  In- 
diana had  appealed  to  the  Senators  frntn  Penn- 
sylvania anil  Moryland  to  know  whether,  after 
the  large  appropriations  which  Congress  had  made 
fur  internal  improvcmenis  in  those  Slaiea,  they  in- 
tendctl  voting  against  appropriai  ing money  to  carry 
on  improvements  ill  Illtnoisand  Indiana.  Whether 
they  would  go  against  an  appropriation  to  extend 
ibis  road  or  not,  he  could  not  say.  He  had  al- 
ways, upon  all  occasions  when  the  condition  of 
the  Treasury  was  such  ai^io  justify  it;  when  the 
estimates  were  made,  and  when  it  was  previously 
ascertained  how  much  should  be  expended  upon 
the  road,  voted  for  it;  but,a8io  Pennsylvania, she 
had  always  considered  that  this  road  was  an  injury 
instead  of  a  benefit  to  her.  It  was  a  rival  road  to 
herown  improvemenis.  Heiniended,  if  all  things 
turned  oui  properly,  and  if  he  could  liavc  the  ne- 
cessary information,  to  vote  for  the  completion  of 
the  Cumberland  road;  but  he  would  never 'do  so 
upon  the  principle  laid  down  by  his  friends  from 
Illinois  and  Indiana,  [Messrs.  Hanncgan  and 
Breese,]  that  there  was  an  obligation  on  the  part 
of  the  Federal  Government  tocom|Hete  that  road 
because  the  new  Stales  had  agreed  lo  exempt  from 
taxation  lands  sold  within  their  borders  by  the 
Government  for  five  years  after  such  sale.  "  That 
measure  had  been  a  benefit  to  the  new  Stales.  It 
had  promoted  the  sale  of  the  lands,  and  the  set-  j 
llement  of  those  Stales.  It  had  been,  therefore, 
a  greater  benefit  to  those  Slates  than  to  the  Fed- 
eral Government.  He  disclaimed  any  such  obli- 
gation. I 

There  was  one  partof  this  bill  which  he  should 
go  for  striking  out,  and  that  was  where  it  was 
provided  that  the  outlays  should  be  refunded  out 
of  the  two  per  cent.  fund.  This  waa  going  rather 
loo  far;  when  it  was  well  known  that  we  had  al-  . 
ready  expcsded  more  than  ten,  fifleen,  or  twenty  ! 


times  the  whole  amount  of  that  fund  in  making 
roads  in  the  new  States. 

He  was  ready,  npon  receiving  proper  informa- 
tion, and  upon  oscertaining  what  amount  of 
money  the  Treasury  could  spare,  lo  vote  for  the 
extension  of  thisgreal  public  improvement, even 
lo  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi;  but  not  because 
he  ever  expected  lo  receive  any  benefit  from  the 
two  per  cent.  fund. 

In  common  with  the  Senator  from  Kentucky, 
[Mr.CaiTTENnEN,]  he  wished  for  more  light  upon 
this  subject.  If  the  Senator  from  Indiana  [Mr. 
Hannecan]  could  give  the  necessary  inlormalion, 
he  was  willing  logo  on  and  discuss  the  bill;  if 
not,  it  ought  lo  be  postponed  until  the  information 
could  be  obtained. 

Mr.  WHITE  said  he  was  not  in  his  seat  when 
the  bill  was  taken  up,  and  had  not  heard  the  ob- 
jections urged  against  it.  He  was  certainly  sur- 
prised at  what  had  fallen  from  the  Scnntor  from 
Pennsylvania.  He  could  give  him  some  inform- 
nlioTi;  it  was,  thai  this  improvement  had  added 
fifty  thoiisatid  inhabitants  lo  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia. He  regretted  that,  nolwithstandi  ng  all  the 
benefits  Pennsylvania  had  received  from  ibis  great 
work,  that  Stale  had,  according  to  the  account 
given  by  its  distinguished  Senator,  yielded  lo  it 
bul  a  grudgin»  support. 

Mr.  BUCIIANAN  denied  thai  he  had  said  iha 
Slate  of  Pennsylvania  gave  but  a  grudjing  sup- 
port to  the  Cumberland  road.  It  had  always 
supported  it  from  patriotic  motives.  Rut  he  sup- 
posed theScnatorcouldgive  the  necessary  inform- 
ation now  called  for,  and  hoped  he  would. 

Mr.  WHITE  then  proceeded  at  considerable 
length,  showing  the  importance  of  this  great  na- 
tional work.  He  argued  ihal  Philadelphia  was 
the  recipient  of  nearly  all  the  travel  on  the  road, 
and  ought  to  take  the  deepest  inlcrcsl  in  its  com- 
pletion. She  should  look  to  the  competition 
around  her.  He  pointed  to  various  improve- 
ments in  every  section  of  the  country  to  show 
the  necessity  of  keeping  pace  with  ihem,  by 
continuing  and  completing  the  sources  of  inter- 
communication which  she  had  with  the  West, 
and  all  the  intermediate  country  tributary  to  her 
by  means  of  the  great  national  thoroughfare. 

Mr.  BREESE  read  from  the  congressional 
documents. the  report  and  estimates  made  on  a 
former  occasion,  showing  the  amount  necessary 
for  compleiingthe  road,  ihe  distances  and  nature 
of  the  work,  &c. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  observed  that,  as  the  Sen- 
ator from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Crittekden]  seemed 
10  ihink  further  information  necessary,  but  was 
unwilling  to  move  a  postponement  of  the  bill,  he 
would  himself  make  that  motion.  He  suggested 
postponing  it  to  Monday  next,  at  one  o'clock. 

Mr.  KING  suggested  ihai  probably  a  simple 
postponement  till  lo-morrow  would  be  best. 

The  bill  was  accordingly  postponed  till  to-mor- 
row. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DAYTON,  the  Senate  ad- 
journed.      

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES.       " 
Wednesdat,  Jpril  3,  1844. 

Mr.  PHCENlX,from  ibeCommiltee  on  Com- 
merce, by  leave  of  the  House,  reported  a  bill  to 
allow  drrtwbackson  foreign  merchandise  exported 
\  in  the  original  packages  to  Chihuahua  and  Santa 
I  Fe,  inNew  Mexico,  and  to  the  British  Provinces 
of  North  America;  which  was  re%d  twice,  and 
committed. 

Mr.  BOVD,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Afl'uirs,  made  a  report  upon  the  resolution  of  the 
House,  of  the  5th  of  January  last,  relaiive  to  ar- 
rearages due  for  supplies  furnished  the  mililia  in 
the  service  of  ihe  United  Slates,  accompanied  by 
a  Joint  resolution  respecting  the  application  of 
certain  appropriations  heretofore  made. 

The  Joint  resolution  was  read  twice,  and,  after 
being  amended  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  C. 
Johnson,  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed;  and  it 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  B.  also  reported  a  bill  lo  enable  the  War 
Department  to  apply  certain  balances  of  appro- 
priatiim  for  the  Florida  war  and  for  other  pur- 
poses; "which  was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

Mr.  HAR.\LSON,  from  the  same  committee, 
made  an  adverse  report  upon  the  petition  of  Joha 
Otis;  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  H.,  the  same  committee  wai 
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discharged  from  the  petition  of  George  Steele; 
and  it  wa«  referred  to  the  Committee  ofClaims. 

Mr.  PATTEBSON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition 
of  John  IMilsted,  for  the  correction  of  an  error 
made  at  the  Tallahasse  land  office,  made  a  report 
thereon,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  relief; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  from  the  same  com* 
mittee,  made  a  report  upon  the  petition  of  Henry 
Hewington,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  relief; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

Mr.  D.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  was  referred  the  memorials  of  citizens  of 
Indiana,  fbr  a  p^i  of  certain  lands  for  the  ex- 
tension of  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal  to  Evans- 
Tille,  on  the  Ohio  river,  made  a  minority  report. 

Some  conversation  ensued,  in  which  Mr.  Mc- 
CLERNAND.  Mr.  BOYD,  Mr.  DAVIS,  of  In- 
diana, Mr.  HOUSTON,  and  others,  took  part. 

Mr.  HARDIN  also  made  some  observations  on 
the  propriety  of  a  minority  of  a  committee  re- 
porting when  no  report  had  been  made  by  the 
nmonty. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  had  been  directed  by  the 
■elect  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  reso- 
lution of  the  L^slature  of  Massachusetts,  to 
make  a  report,  which  was  simply  a  resolution; 
(the  only  one  on  which  the  committee  had  agreed 
since  the  report  which  was  made  by  the  lale  Mr. 
Gilmer  on  the  15th  day  of  February  last,)  that 
the  amendment  to  the  Cfonstitution,  proposed  by 
the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  ought  not  to  be 
recommended.  The  committee  had  agreed  that 
each  member  should  have  the  privilege  of  pre- 
senting his  views  in  the  shape  of  reports  of  the 
minority;  and' they  asked  to  be  discharged  from 
the  farther  consideration  of  the  subject.  Mr.  A. 
(in  reply  to  an  observation  of  the  Speaker)  said 
this  was  a  case  precisely  similar  to  that  of  the 
report  now  presented  from  a  minority  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands.  It  was  for  that  reason 
that  he  wished  to  state  to  the  House  the  determ- 
ination to  which  the  committee  had  come.  They 
had  not  been  able  to  agree  upon  a  joint  report 
other  than  that  which  he  had  stated,  viz:  the  res- 
olution of  non-concurrence  with  the  resolution  of 
the  legislature  of  Massachusetts,  which  would 
be  found  in  the  journal  of  the  committee,  which 
he  had  been  also  instructed  to  report  to  the 
House.  When  the  reports  of  the  several  mem- 
bers of  the  committee  were  presented  and  re- 
ceived, it  was  his  intention  to  move  that  they  be 
laid  on  the  table  and  printed.  He  was  ready  at 
any  time  to  make  his  own  report;  and  he  believed 
all  the  other  members  of  the  committee  were  also 
prepared,  whenever  the  House  would  be  pleased 
to  receive  them. 

Mr.  DA ViS,  of  Indiana,  reoueated  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  to  allow  the  vote  to  be 
taken  upon  the  report  which  he  had  made,  as  he 
understood  all  objection  had  been  withdrawn. 

The  SPEAEER  observed  that  this  case  was 
identical  with  that  of  the  report  offered  by  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana,  ana  would  require  the 
nnanimona  consent  of  the  House. 

Mr.  HARDIN  requested  his  colleague  to  with- 
draw his  objection,  and  permit  the  report  to  be 
received. 

Mr.  MeCLERNAND  inauired  whether  the 
majority  would  be  precluded,  by  the  reception 
of  this  report  now  offered,  from  presenting  a  re- 
port? 

TbeSPE^ERreplied  that  the  majority  would 
not  be  precluded. 

Mr.  MeCLERNAND  then  withdrew  his  ob- 
jection, and  the  report  was  received  and  laid  upon 
the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Illinois,  from  the  CV>mmittee 
on  Public  Lands,  made  a  report  upon  the  appli- 
cation of  Isaac  Barker  for  an  increase  of  pen- 
sion, accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which 
bill  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

AHKNDMENT  OF  THE  CON^TITUTIOIT. 

Mr.  ADAMS  then  asked  leave  of  the  House  to 
make  a  report  from  the  jeleet  committee;  and  to 
present  a  minority  report  from  himself  and  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Giddinos;]  Ad  this 
report,  together  with  those  which  were  to  be 
made  by  the  other  members  of  the  committee, 
he  moved  should  be  laid  on  the  table,  and  be 
printed. 


Mr.  BURT  said  he  could  not  consent  that  this 
report  should  be  printed,  unless  it  were  first  read. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  desired  that  the  subject  might 
be  allowed  to  pass  over  until  to-morrow,  as  this 
was  the  last  day  set  apart  for  territorial  busi- 
ness. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  had  no  objection  to  the 
reading  of  the  report;  but  if  this  one  were  read, 
he  thought  the  House  would  see  the  propriety  of 
havine  all  the  others  read.  He  had  no  objection 
that  tney  should  be  all  read, and  should  ail  go  to 
the'country  together.  If  there  was  anything  so 
extremely  detrimental  in  this  report — if  the  poison 
of  this  report  was  to  be  disseminated,  the  anti- 
dotes, of  which  there  were  three  or  four,  should 
go  along  with  the  poison. 

Mr.  SAMPLE  said  he  hoped  the  reading  of 
these  reports  would  not  be  required,  for  it  would 
occupy  the  entire  duf  to  the  exeluaion  of  all  other 
business. 

Mr.  WINTHROP  said  he  understood  there 
was  a  question  pending  to  lay  the  report  on  the 
table,  and  that  it  be  printed. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  called  for  a  division  of  the 
question. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  his  motion  to  lav  on«he  ta- 
ble and  print,  he  intended  should  apply  to  all  the 
reports  which  were  to  be  made  by  the  members 
of  the  committee. 

The  SPEAKER  observed  that  no  proposition 
to  print  could  be  entertained  in  reference  to  re- 
poru  which  were  not  now  pending  before  the 
House. 

Mr.  WELLER  suggested  that  the  motion  to 
print  should  be  postponed. 

The  question  was  then  put  upon  laying  the  re- 
port on  the  table,  and  carried.' 

Messrs.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL,  (on  behalf  of 
himself  and  Mr.  Djltis,  of  Kentucky,)  BURKE, 
SAMPLE,and  MORSE,  then  asked  and  obtained 
leave  severally  to  make  minority  reports. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  made  the  same  motion  in  ref- 
erence to  these  reports  as  had  been  made  in  refer- 
ence to  the  first — that  they  should  be  laid  oti  the 
table,  and  that  the  question  of  printing  should  go 
over  until  to-marrow. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  inquired  what  disposition 
had  been  made  of  the  report  of  the  majority? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  there  had  been  no 
disposition  whatever  made  of  it.  The  question 
was  now  upon  the  motion  to  print.* 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  said  his  inouiry  was 
whether  the  report  of  the  majority  (being  the 
request  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  subject)  was  included  in  the  mo- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  to  lay 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  ADAMS  observed  that  it  was  not  his  in- 
tention to  include  that  report. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  understood  that  the  report 
did  not  include  the  report  of  the  majority  of  the 
committee.  If  the  majority  of  the  committee  had 
reported  any  resolutions,  he  presumed  they  stood 
before  the  House  for  action. 

Some  conversation  took  place  between  the 
SPEAKER,  and  Messrs.  BURKE,  DROM- 
GOOLE, ADAMS,  THOMPSON,  and  SUM- 
MERS, in  relation  to  the  reportof  the  committee. 

Mr.  ADAMS  stated  that  he  had  informed  the 
House  that  the  majority  of  the  committee  had 
agreed  on  three  resolutions:  I.  That  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Constitution  proposed  by  the  Legis- 
lature of  Massachusetts  ought  not  to  be  recom- 
mended by  the  House.  3.  That  the  committee 
be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  sul^ect.  3.  That  the  journal  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  committee  be  reported  to  the  House. 

Some  remarks  on  apoiotof  order  were  made  bjr 
Messrs,  GIDDINGS,  CAMPBELL,  ADAMS, 
and  CHAPMAN. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  the  question  would 
first  Ife  put  on  laying  on  the  table  the  several  re- 
ports of^  the  individual  members  of  the  commit- 
tee; secondly,  on  printing  such  reports;  and 
thirdly,  on  agreeing  to  the  resolutions  reported 
by  the  majority  of  the  committee. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  laying  the  re- 
ports on  the  table,  and  carried. 

The  question  of  printing  the  reports  was  post- 
poned till  to-morrow. 

The  question  coming  up  on  agreeing  to  the  res- 
olutions of  the  majority  of  the  committee, 

Mr.  CHAPMAN  called  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 


The  previous  auestion  was  seconded,  and  lU 
main  question  ordered. 

Mr.  RHETT  called  for  a  division  of  ihequei- 
tion,  so  as  to  take  it  upon  th«  three  reaolutioDa 
separately. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  called  for  the  yeas  and  nan- 
which  were  ordered.  ' 

Mr.  WINTHROP  moved  that  the  journal  of 
the  committee  be  read. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  main  question  was  then  put  on  agreeing  to 
the  first  resolution  of  the  majority  of  the  coousit- 
tee,  as  follows: 

Raolced,  Thai  tbe  Bntendmeni  of  tlie  CoaninitJM  pre. 
poied  by  the  Laginlature  of  MaancbuMUa  oojlii  ml  u>  kc 
recommended  by  ibe  House. 

The  question  was  decided  in  the  affirmatire— 
yeas  156,  nays  13;  as  follows: 

TEAS— Mnsra.  Alkinaon,  Barringrr,  Btnittd,  Bidtart, 
James  Black,  Janm  A.  Black,  Blackwcll,  Bower,  Bo*. 
lin,  Boyd,  Bceofle,  Jacob  BriakerlMft  Bradtaead,  Mim 
Brown,  Williaaa  J .  BrovQ,  BuAotlon,  Barke,  Ban,  Cu^ 
bell,  Cary,  Canoll,  Catlin,  Caaiin,  Reuben  Cbipau,  Aii- 

Sistuo  A.  Cbaponn,  Cbappell,  Cbilton,  Clincli,  Clloimvi, 
obb,  Cole*,  Collainer,  C'ranuon,  Croat.  Cullom,  Dim, 
Daniel,  Oarrett  Davii,  Jolm  tV.  Davia,  Richud  D.  Otri,, 
Dean,  Oeberry,  Dellet,  Dickioaoii,  Dronwole,  OtuSap, 
Elmer,  Farlee,  Picklin,  Potter,  Frcncb^ynm  Gren, 
Willia  Green,  Grider,  Hale,  Hamlin,  Hammeti,  HtitlMo, 
Bacdiq,  Harper,  Hara,  Henley,  Herriek,  Holma,  Hen, 
Hopklna,  Honiton,  Hobard,  Hubbell,  Ho(bM,  Jaom  t. 
Hunt,  Wasbinfton  Hunt,  Charlei  J.  latenoU,  Joaafb  t 
Iitferaoll,  Irvin,  Jameaon,  Cave  Johnaon,  Perley  B.  Jobs- 
•on,  Andrew  Johnaon,  Gtoffe  W.  Jones,  Andrew  Ktaae- 
dy,  John  P.  Kennedy,  Preaion  King,  Kirksauiek,  U- 
branctae,  Leonard,  Lewis,  Lacaa,  Lnnipkio,  MeCaaltB, 
Maclty,  McClelland,  McClenand.  MeCoaneH,McllnKa, 
Mcllvaine,  Edward  J.  Morris,  Moaeley,  Newton,  Noirti, 
Owen,  Parmenter.  Payne,  Peltil,  Peyton,  EU<hi  B.  Pootr, 
Emery  D.  Potter,^Pntt,  Purdy,  Ratbbun.  (Charlei  M.  (eed, 
David  8.  Reid,  Redinf,  Uelfe,  Rkem  Eoberti,  BoMatoa, 
Rodney,  St.  John,  Sample,  Saundoi*,  Scbenek,  Beam, 
Tbomu  B.  Seymour,  David  L.  Seymour,  Simons,  BBdcH, 
Caleb  B.  Smith,  Robert  Smilb,  'Thomas  Smiib,  8|rac<, 
Steenrod,  Stetson,  John  Stewart,  Stiles,  Stmnf ,  Bamnm, 
Taylor,  Tbomaaoon,  Tbomnon,  Tibbatta,  Tucker,  Tjttt, 
Vance,  Vanmeter,  Vinton,  (Veiler,.WeMwotUi,  Weihend, 
Wbeaton,  White,  Williamo,  Woodward,  WIIUauWri|ki, 
and  Joseph  A.  Wriiht— IS6. 

NAYS  -Meisi*.  Abbott,  Adam*,  Baker,  Datn«b,  Dider, 
Giddinga,  Hudam,  Marsh,  Mone,  Rockwell,  Boieit,  8er- 
erance,  and  Winibro^— 13. 

The  question  being  taken  on  agreeing  to  ikc 
second  resolution,  it  was  decided  in  the  affinnt- 
tive,  without  a  division — the  yeas  and  nayabeiBg 
dispensed  with  by  general  consent. 
No  question  on  the  third  resolution  was  lakes, 
in  relation  to  the  jaurnal  of  tbe  eomoiitte,) 
'r.  ADAMS  stating  that  he  supposed  tbe  Hsbm 
could  not  now  act  on  that  question. 

ARMED  OCCUPATION  OF  FLORIDA. 

Mr.  RATHBUN  withdrew  his  motion  mtit 
yesterday  to  reconsider  the  vote  upon  the  final 
passage  of  the  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "  Aa 
act  to  provide  for  the  armed  oocupation  and  aei- 
tlement  of  the  unsettled  part  of  the  peninaula  of 
Florida."    So  the  bill  stands  passed. 

RESERVED  MINERAL  LANDS. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  the  next  baaiiifa 
in  order  to  be  the  bill  (yesterday  postponed  lo 
this  day)  directing  the  President  of  the  Unii«<l 
States  to  cause  the  reserved  lead  mines  in  the  Siaui 
of  Illinois  and  Missouri,  and  Territories  of  la«t 
and  Wisconsin,  to  be  sold,  on  which  Mr.  Boci 
had  the  floor. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  appealed  to  the  gentksiaii 
from  Illinois  to  yield  the  floor,  so  that  h«  coixl 
move  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  Coauait- 
tee  of  the  Whole  on  the  territorial  business,  tbii 
being  the  last  day  allotted  to  that  business. 

Some  conversation  ensued  on  the  questiea  « 
Mr.  Hook's  retention  of  the  floor  heresfter  o> 
this  bill,  whenever  it  should  come  up,  vkidi 
ended  in  Mr.  Hoaa's  expressing  his  dcaiit  is 
proceed  at  once. 

Mr.  HOOE  then  commenced  his  remark*  by 
recapitulating  the  positions  and  observatioos  of 
gentlemen  who  had  preceded  him  on  this  bill;  X" 
nexftook  a  review  of  the  legislation  of  this  0«'- 
ernment,  from  a  very  early  period,  in  relatkw  w 
these  reserved  lands;  and  at  nia  rconest  the  CWii 
read  a  report  heretofore  made  on  this  subject 

He  believed  there  was  no  difference  of  opieios 
among  gentlemen  here  as  to  the  propriety  of  ku- 
log  these  lands,  nor  was  there  any  difl'ereoce  of 
opinion  in  any  of  the  viuious  branches  «f  tfc< 
Government.  The  measure  had  always  beeo  r«- 
I  ommended,  from  the  year  1829 down  m  iha tint- 
i  Why  was  it  now  resisted?  Because  tbe  imagine- 
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tion  of  the  genlleman  from  Tennessee  conceived 
that  the  Government  was  about  to  throw  away 
an  immense  amount  oT  wealth.  The  gi»nllcman  s 
object  was  not  to  let  the  lands  be  sold  for  a  rea- 
sonable consideration,  but  to  let  the  Government 
speculate  out  of  its  own  citizens.  He  seemed  de- 
sirous of  drawing  a  distinction  between  these  lands 
and  the  other  lands  of  the  Government,  and  to 
compel  purcha.sera  to  pny  five,  ten,  fifteen,  up  to 
•  a  huiidred  dollars  an  acre,  upon  the  ground  of 
their  superior  value.  The  gentleman  had  formed 
a  totally  erroneous  opinion. 

It  was  not  a  question  of  dollars  and  cents,  but 
of  population,  and  of  the  advancement  of  that 
beautiful  country;  and  every  principle  of  policy, 
of  expediency,  and  of  justice,  called  upon  Gov- 
ernment to  permit  Illinois,  Wisconsin,  and  Iowa 
to  dispose  of  tliese  lands  in  the  same  manner  that 
they  had  done  in  other  Slates.  The  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  said  that  the  mineral  lands  of  the 
United  Slates  had  always  been  reserved  from  sale, 
and  that  the  Government  had  never  disposed  of 
them  in  the  ordinary  way.  Did  he  forget  that  the 
mineral  lands  in  Missouri  had  been  sold  at  public 
auction?  Did  he  forget  that  the  salines  had  been 
donated  by  Congress  to  several  of  the  States .' 
Why,  then,  should  there  be  a  distinction  made 
between  Missouri  and  Illinois,  Iowa  and  Wis- 
consin ?  All  we  ask  is  unifornrity  in  the  dispo- 
sition of  these  lands,  and  that  no  difference  should 
be  made  to  the  injury  of  Illinois,  Iowa,  and  Wis- 
consin. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  desired  to  say  a  word  or 
two  before  the  closing  of  the  debate.  It  seemed, 
from  the  course  that  had  been  taken  in  this  bill, 
that  if  any  member  objected  to  the  mode  of  doing 
business  in  the  House,  of  to  the  details  of  a  par- 
ticular bill,  he  was  liable  to  be  abused  as  an  en- 
emy to  a  particular  interest,  and  ridiculed  as  a 
Cerberus  of  the  Treasury.  The  gentleman  from 
Illinois  might  think  that  he  could  gain  his  cause 
by  exciting  prejudices  against  him. 

Mr.  IIOGEdisclaimedany  personality  towards 
the  genlleman  from  Tennessee.  He  never  in- 
tended to  apply  any  argument  A  him,  or  any  other 
gentleman,  personally.  He  only  spoke  in  refer- 
ence to  tlie  argument  of  the  gentleman,  atid  his 
position  in  regard  to  this  question. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  expressed  his  satisfaction 
at  the  explanation  of  the  gentleman,  but  would 
like  to  know  what  he  was  to  understand  by  some 
parts  of  the  gentleman's  argument.'  He  should 
like  to  know  what  the  gentleman  meant  by  re- 
ferring to  him  as  the  Cerberus  of  the  Treasury .' 
and  the  remark  that  his  opposition  to  this  bill 
might  excite  the  suspicion  of  his  being  tampered 
with.'  He  could  assure  the  gentleman  that,  if 
zeal  on  thi.s  question  was  likely  to  excite  the  sus- 
picion of  being  tampered  with,  the  suspicion  must 
fall  on  other  shoulders.  These  mineral  lands 
were  represented  in  the  reports  of  the  officers  of 
the  Government  sent  to  examine  them,  as  the 
most  valuable  in  the  world;  and  it  was  in  conse- 
quence of  their  great  value  that  the  Government 
had  always  refused  to  sell  them  in  the  ordinary 
way.  Yel  the  gentleman  contended  for  selling 
them  at  auction;  and  that,  too, without  regard  to  the 
I  leasees  and  the  violation  of  contracts.  And  should 
these  lands  be  put  up  at  auction,  did  not  every- 
body know  how  the  sales  would  be  made.'  Who 
would  dare  to  go  and  bid  more  than  $1  25  per 
acre  against  the  occupants  ?  Did  not  everybody 
know  how  such  sales  had  heretofore  been  made, 
by  intimidating  and  driving  ofT  bidders,  so  that 
the  Government  never  got  one  cent  above  the 
minimum  price.'  The  gentleman,  instead  of 
abusing  him  as  the  Cerberus  of  the  Treasury,  had 
better  turn  his  attention  to  the  plunderers  of  the 
Treasury*.  The  gentleman  said  this  Government 
was  the  meanest  in  the  world  in  relation  to  the 
disposal  of  its  lands. 

Now,  if  the  gentleman  would  turn  his  attention 
to  the  acts  of  this  Government  in  relation  to  its 
domain,  its  bountiful  donations  to  the  western 
Slates  and  their  public  institutions,  he  would 
come  to  a  difTerent  conclusion,  and  acknowledge 
that  this  was  the  most  liberal  Government  in  the 
world.  He  would  tell  the  gentleman  more.  He 
who  had  been  denounced  as  the  Cerberus  of  the 
Treasury,  and  the  enemy  of  the  West,  had  al- 
ways gone  as  far  as  any  man  in  liberality  to  the 
actual  settlers  and  tillers  of  the  soil.  He  had,  for 
many  years,  always  supported  their  interests; 
and,  if  he  had  his  way,  he  would  not  sell  an  acre 


of  the  public  domain,  but  give  the  lands  to  those 
who  would  settle  on  and  cultivate  them.  It  was 
1  to  keep  the.se  lands  out  of  the  hand.'?  of  spccv:l«- 
1  tors  that  he  opposed  this  bill.  He  did  not  object 
to  selling  the  lands,  but  to  the  manner  of  doing  it. 
He  wished,  instead  of  disposing  of  them  in  this 
hasty  manner,  to  adopt  some  plan  by  which  the 
interests  of  the  Government  can  be  secured,  as 
well  as  the  interests  of  the  occupants,  and  to  dis- 
pose of  them  without  violating  the  contracts  with 
the  lessees.  For  this  purpose,  he  thought  the 
whole  subject  should  be  referred  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  with  directions  to  report  such 
a  plan  to  this  House  at  the  next  session  of  Con- 
gress. 

I  Mr.  WHITE  addressed  the  House  in  favor  of 
j  the  bill,  and  in  opposition  to  the  amendment  of 
the  genlleman  from  Tennessee.  He  was  confi- 
dent that  nQ.appraiscr8  sent  into  the  mineral  re- 
gion by  the  Government  could  ever  ascertain  the 
true  value  of  the  lands  there;  and  he  was  satisfied 
that,  by  holding  up  the  lands,  the  Government 
never  would  be  able  to  obtain  morofur  them  than 
the  minimum  price. 
Mr.  HOLMES  hoped  the  bill  would  not  be 

Eassed,  and  that  this  domain  in  the  West, which 
clonged  to  all  the  Stales  in  common,  would  not 
be  taken  away  by  any  act  of  hasty  legislation. 
He  enforced  his  views  at  some  length. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  hoped  the  House  would 
not  be  led  astray  by  the  strong  terms  which  had 
been  used  in  this  debate  in  relation  to  the  West. 
He  regretted  that  the  feeling  which  had  been  ex- 
hibited in  this  debate  existed,  for  he  feared  it  was 
calculated  to  prevent  the  success  of  the  measure. 
The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  seemed  to  appre- 
hend that  if  these  lands  were  sold,  the  existing 
leases  would  be  voided,  and  the  Government 
would  be  subjected  to  the  payment  of  damages. 
This  point  had  engaged  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  it  was  found  that  by  the  time  at 
which  the  sales  could  be  effected,  all  existing 
leases  would  have  expired.     He  contended  that 

I  the  fixing  of  arbitrary  prices  would  not  affect  the 
sales,  because  purchasers  would  rely  more  upon 
their  own  judgments  than  upon  lift;  reports  ofany 
geologist. 

Mr.  BARNARD  opposed  the  bill.  He  enter- 
tained this  morning  a  sincere  desire  that  he  should 
hear  from  the  friends  of  the  measure  such  argu- 
ments in  its  favor  as  would  convince  him  of  ihe 

i  propriety  of  supporting  it.  But  he  had  not  been 
convinced,  and  he  did  not  think  that  he  could  jus- 
tify himself  to  his  constituents  in  case  he  did  sup- 
port it.  Let  the  lands  be  examined,  and  if  it  be 
found  that  these  lands  were  of  no  more  value 
than  agricultural  lands,  why  then  they  would  all 
agree  on  a  measure  of  this  kind;  but  if  it  turned 
out,  as  he  believed,  that  they  were  far  more  val- 
uable, then  it  would  be  proper  to  take  a  different 
course  in  regard  to  them. 

Mr.  SUM.MERS  observed  that  this  question 
concerned  all  the  statesof  the  Union,  as  it  related 
to  the  disposal  of  the  lands  which  were  given  to 

^  the  Government  for  the  common  benefit  of  all. 
He  thought  the  gentleman  from  New  York  had 
correctly  designated  the  bill,  when  he  said  it  was 
a  bill  providing  that  the  whole  of  the  mineral 
lands  of  the  United  Slates  shall  be  sold  at  SI  S5 
per  acre.  It  was  not  denied  that  the  House  was 
called  on  to  pass  the  bill  in  utter  ignorance  of  the 
value  of  what  they  were  going  to  sell.    This  was 

Proved  by  the  fact,  that  while  the  gentlemen  from 
ilinois  and  Missouri  had  told  the  House  that  ihe 
lands  were  of  little  value,  they  had  been  told  by 
other  gentlemen  that  their  value  was  immense. 
This  ought  to  convince  the  House  of  the  pro- 
priety of  obtaining  more  information  on  the  sub- 
ject, before  they  adopted  any  measure  of  the  kind 
before  the  House.  The  mineral  lands  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  had  always,  heretofore,  been  rcicrved 
from  sale,  and  that  policy  had  been  departed  from 
but  in  a  single  instance,  and  that  was  the  case  of 
the  mineral  lands  of  Missouri.  No  plan  had 
hitherto  been  devised  for  the  sale  of  such  lands; 
and  yet  they  had  always  been  withheld  from 
sale;  from  which  it  was  plainly  to  be  inferred  that 
it  was  always  contemplated  to  adopt  some  regu- 
lar system  before  selling  them.  He  thought  it 
would  be  boiler  to  still  keep  these  lands  out  of 
the  market  until  some  regular  plan  for  disposing 
of  them  was  adopted.  He  saw  no  necessity  for 
selling  them  now,  in  such  hot  haste.  Nobody 
objected  to  selling  them,  provided  it  was  done  in 


such  a  way  as  to  obtain  something  like  a  fair 
value  for  them.  Mr.  S.  alluded  to  the  report  of 
the  geologist  [Mr.  Owen]  who  had  been  ap- 
pointed by  ihe  Government  to  examine  the  min- 
eral lands  of  the  United  Slates,  and  spoke  of  the 
great  value  of  the  lands,  as  shown  by  that  report. 
This  report  had  not  even  been  primed;  the  valu- 
able maps  which  accompanied  it  had  been  lost; 
and  yet  it  was  proposed  to  sell  the  lands  in  ig- 
norance of  the  information  which  that,  report 
contained.  Mr.  S.  also  referred  to  the  report 
made  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Talcott  on  the  sub- 
ject, to  show  the  value  of  these  lands;  and  read 
exiracts  from  that  report,  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
plaining why  the  Government  had  heretofore  re- 
ceived but  such  small  returns  from  the  lessees. 

He  quoted  largely  to  show  the  value  of  these 
mineral  lands,  for  the  purpose  of  answering  the 
arguments  of  gentlemen  who  had  contended  that 
they  were  almost  v.orthless,  and  expressed  his 
desire  ihat  the  disposition  of  ihem  should  not  be 
precipilated.  He  sug'jesled  the  passage  of  a  law 
or  joint  resolution  cailing  upon  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  for  a  well-devised  plan  for  their  dis- 
posal. 

Mr.  HOGE  said  a  plan  for  the  sale  of  these 
lands  had  been  made. 

Mr.  SUMMERS  replied  that  he  had  never  met 
with  such  a  plan;  but,  if  it  existed,  let  the  gt-ii- 
tjeman  from  Illinois  bring  it  forward.  He  was 
opposed  to  these  lands  being  disposed  of  atasnc* 
rifice,  for  his  constituents  were  interested  in  them; 
and  he. hoped  they  would  siill  receive  back  some 
modicum  of  that  which  they  disposed  of  by  ces- 
sion by  a  distribution  law.  Ho  went  into  a  long 
and  elaborate  statement  in  relation  to  these  lands, 
giving  way  occasionally  to  explanations  from 
Messrs.  White,  McClernand,  and  Hoge;  and 
concluded  with  the  expression  of  the  hope  that 
an  opporiunity  would  be  given  to  look  at  the  re- 
port of  Dr.  Owen,  the  geologist,  and  the  opinions 
of  men  of  science;  and  that  they  would  not  dis- 
pose of  these  lands  without  know.ng  their  worth. 

Mr.  STEENROD  rose  for  the  purpose  of 
making  a  motion,  which  he  said  ought  to  be  in 
order  at  this  period  of  the  debate.  He  moved  the 
previous  question;  which  was  seconded,  un^  the 
main  question  ordered. 

The  main  question  was  first  on  tbeameiidaient 
of  Mr.  C.  Johnson,  as  follows: 

Proviileit,  Tlmt  the  provision  of  thin  act  shall  not  extend 
to  tbc  reKion  at'  co|>pcr  mines  along  Luke  Superior  in  Ihe 
Territory  of  VViscoiisiii. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

The  question  then  being  on  tho-engrossment  of 
the  bill,  and  ordering  it  to  a  third  rending, 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays;  which  were  ordered;  and,  being  taken,  re- 
sulted— yeas  63,  nays  81;  as  follows: 

YEAS — .MeK)4ni.  AlldiiNOn,  ITidlack.  J.lriicfi  Hl.-tck.  James 
A.  Bl;ick,  BInckwrll,  llower,  llowliii,  Dityil,  Jacob  Orinkur- 
lioir,  William  J.  Brown,  nulTingloii,  Hurt,  Caiiipbell^  Car- 
roll, Ki.'iit)(.-[i  Cliapiiiaii,  (.'liiicli,  I'ottli,  Cross,  rullom,  John 
tV.  Davis,  f^htiur.  Pickliii,  Foster,  Willis  Gri;fn.  cjridcr, 
llaniliii,  Hardin,  (lays,  llcntry,  Ilugn,  llotision,  Wnsliing- 
toii  lliiiil.  Jatnps  U.  Hum,  Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  Janiesf>n, 
(rcorge  W.  Jones,  Andrew  Kennedy,  l.abraiirhe,  Lt-oitard, 
t.ewis,  Lyon,  McCauslcn,  McClelland,  ^IcClernand,  Mr- 
<-'oiini--ll,  Mcl)owt:ll,  Mosek-y,  Owen,  I'ayne,  Emery  D. 
Poller.  Ildfe,  Itogirs.ril.  John,  ffampit^.  Schenck,  Simpson, 
Slidi'll,  Cah'b  0.  .Smith,  llolicn  Kmitli,  Tliimi.xs  Smith, 
Si(;L'iirod,  Taylor,  Tilibnlls,  Vaiiineler,  \Vuller,WciilwoiUi, 
While. and  Joseph^.  Wright — (19. 

VAY.S— .Mi'dsrs.  Abboll,  Adams,  Baker,  Rarrine<'r,  Bar- 
nard, Brengle,  Milion  Urowtt,  Burke,  ('.-illjn,  I'ausin,  Au- 
gustus A.  Chapman,  CItillon,  (Jiiiiuinnn,  (.'linlon,  ('oles, 
(^otlainer,  ('ranston.Dana.  Daniel.  Itiehard  I).  D.-ivi",  Dean, 
ileberry.  Dellet,  Dickey,  Dromgoole.  liltis,  Karlee,  French, 
t/tddings,  llar[)cr,  Ilerrick,  llohncs,  Hopkins,  Hiibard,  Hnb- 
bell,  Irvin,  Cave  Johnson,  Perley  B.  Johnson,  Andrew 
Johnson,  John  P.  Kennedy,  I'reslon  King,  Kirkpatriek, 
I.iieas,  Lumpkin,  Mcltvniiie,  iVIarsh,  Kdwurd  J.  Morris, 
Morse,  \ewron,  Norris,  Farmenter.  Patterson.  Pratt,  Pnrdy, 
Ramsey,  Itnllibun.  David  S.  Reid,  tteding,  Kobinsnn.  Itoeit- 
well,  Uudney,  Saunders,  s^enler,  Si;verance,  i^inioiis, 
Speiicc,  Stetson,  Andrew  !ri|i-wurt.  John  Stewart.  Sliles, 
Strong.  Summers,  Sykes,  Tlioinpson,  'I'lleker,  Tyler.  Vin- 
ton, Wheaton,  Willianis,  Wiiithrop,  Woodward,  and  Wil- 
liam Wriglil— 81.      • 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  said,  as  the  eloquence 
of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  defeated  the 
measure,  he  wished  that  some  genlleman  would 
move  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote,  in  order  that 
the  friends ofthn  measure  mlghiimikc such  amend- 
menis  as  would  insure  iis  passage. 

Mr.  CLlNGMANaaid  he  would  move  a  recon- 
sideration, for  he  desired  to  see  some  measure 
passed,  though  he  did  not  altogether  like  this 
present  one. 
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Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  moved  to  lay  the  motion 
for  reconsideration  on  the  table;  pending  which 
motion. 

The  House  odjourneil. 

The  rmiowlng  p«iiilan>,  preiented  todny,  were  handed 
to  the  repnrtpre  bv  the  meinben  prRsenting  Iticm  : 

ByMr.TIBOA'fTS:  The  petiikxi  of  Cliarles  Fenderick 
mnd  oUiers,  suting  ihat  there  do  iiot  oxii<t  iiiterDational 
arraturemeDU  properly  iceuring  and  regulating  mail  thcili- 
tie«  between  the  United  States  and  tiie  continent  of  Europe, 
and  particularly  with  Germany;  in  consequence  of  which 
Ihey  and  theit  countrymen  suffer  great  inconvenience  and 
losd  ;  and  praying  that  laws  may  be  enacted  to  secure  such 
ftciltiics,  which  Uiey  represent  will  redound  greatly  to  the 
increase  of  the  revenues  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  of 
which  it  is  now  deprived,  by  tlie  necessity  tliey  arc  put  to 
M'  rniplnying  speeul  agenu  at  great  expense ;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  oa  tbe  Post  Office  and  Post 
Boads. 

By  Mr.  HAKALSON :  The  petition  of  Isaac  Gray,  pray- 
ing compensation  for  properly  taken  and  property  destroyed 
by  tlie  Cherokee  Indians,  with  accompanying  evidence. 

By  Mr.TYLER:  The  petition  of  Georgn  Hall  and  others, 
of  Chautanque  couniy,  New  York,  praying  for  a  reduction 
9f  tlie  rale*  of  postage,  and  for  the  abolition  of  tlie  franking 
prlvileto. 

.  By  Mr.  BAMSEY :  The  petition  of  Colonel  C.  8.  Kendig, 
Uwen  McCabe,  and  numerous  other  citizens  of  Dauphin 
county,  Pennsylvania,  protesting  against  any  interleretice 
on  the  part  of  Congress  with  the  tariff  of  1813. 

Also,  thu  petition  of  Daniel  t.arer,  James  V.  Johnson 
■nd  others,  citizens  of  Schuylkill  county,  Pennsylvania,  of 
a  like  iniiHHt. 

By  Mr.  DUNLAP :  The  petition  of  Samuel  T.  Winslow, 
of  Cumberland,  Maine,  for  a  pension,  in  consideration  of 
diseases  contracted  while  in  the  line  of  bis  duty  oa  asoldiet 
In  the  lata  war  with  Great  Britain. 

By  Mr.  PHCBNIX  :  The  memorial  of  Peter  Von  Schmidt, 
requesting  an  examination  of  his  model  and  plan  fora  dry- 
dock;  which  was  referred  to  tlie  Committee  on  Naval  Af< 
lairs. 

By  Mr.  T.  S.MITH :  The  petition  of  the  heirs  of  Joseph 
Gerrard,  deceased,  praying  remuneration  for  services,  &c.; 
which  was  referred  to  the  ('ominitlee  of  Claims. 

By  Mr.  MORRI:^,  of  Pennsylvania:  The  petition  and 
documcnu  of  Mary  Tewksbury,  asking  Congress  to  grant 
lier  compensation  fur  extra  naval  services  of  her  husband. 

Also,  the  petition  of  citizens  of  Paxiiios,  Noilltiimberland 
county,  Pennsylvania,  against  any  alteration  of  the  tariff  of 
IMS. 

Also,  two  of  similar  tenor  fmrn  citizens  of  Philadelphia, 
trpresenting  the  beneAcial  effects  of  the  tariff  in  raising 
wages,  reducing  prices, and  proinotiug  the  general  prosper- 
ity of  the  eouniry. 

By  Mr.  BOWER :  The  petition  of  A.  R  Boon  and  forty- 
five  ntliers,  citizena  of  Shelby  county,  Missouri,  praying  an 
apprnprlatioii  lor  the  iinprnvcnient  of  the  western  waters ; 
whieli  was  referred  to  ttie  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
•tate  of  the  Union. 

By  Mr.  i;aRY  :  Tlie  petition  of  Calvin  Washburn  and 
others,  praying  for  theesloblisbinentofanewnnstroule  in 
Oneida  county.  New  York  ;  which  wasreferretl  tutlieCom* 
mluee  on  the  Pn«t  Offlee  and  Post  Roads. 

By  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Uliio:  The  petilinn  of  RnhnrtE. 
Huston,  and  one  hundred  and  one  others,  citii^'iis  ot'  Ohio, 
praying  for  the  establishment  of  a  mail  mute  from  Union' 
town,  Muskingum  county,  to  Logan,  in  Hocking  eouiiiy  ; 
whieb  was  reftrred4o  tiM  Committee  nn  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roods. 

By  Mr.  TILDEN  :  The  memorial  of  Fred.  Wadsworth 
and  others,  citizens  of  Akron,  Ohio,  praying  aciiinst  the 
enactment  of  any  law  changing  the  present  tariff  on  Im- 
ports. Also,  the  memorial  of  (^.  E.  lluutingt4Hi,on  the  same 
subject ;  which  were  referred  to  ilie  Committee  of  Ways 
anil  Means. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  Professor  L.  P.  Illckok  and  oth- 
ers, of  the  Western  Reserve  College,  Ohio,  praying  for  the 
reduction  of  postage  on  all  letters  to  five  cents,  aii(l  for  the 
abolition  of  the  franking  privilfge;  wliicli  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Po.-t  Otflce  mid  Post  Roads. 

By  Mr.  C.  M.  BEED  :  The  reinonslmnce  of  D.  W.  Fos- 
ter and  forty-nine  others,  citizens  of  Clarion  cnunlv,  Penii- 
sylvRnia, -against  any  alteration  of  the  present  tariff,  under 
which  eomineree  is  reviving  and  the  revtrnue  increased. 

Also,  the  iietilion  of  U.  J-  Pureoll  and  eighty-nine  others, 
citizens  of  Htranonville,  Clarion  county,  Pennsylvania,  re- 
monstrating against  any  change  in  the  prcscut  tariff. 


IN  SENATE. 
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Mr.  TALLMADGE  presented  tworoemoriBlt 
from  the  State  ofNew  York,  remonstatin^agninst 
any  alteration  in  the  present  tariff;  which  were 
referred  to  the  Comrpittee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  WH ITE  presented  a  petition  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  a  grant  of  land  to  complete  the  construc- 
tion of  the  Wabaah  aiid  Erie  canal;  which  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  ARCHER  presented  a  memorial  from  cit- 
izens of  RichmoniJ,  Virginia,  praying  that  Con- 
gress will  not  pass  any  law  in  favor  of  an  inter- 
national copyright  law;  which  was  referred  U> 
tlie  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  six  memorials, 
the  same  in  <;linracter  aa  a  great  number  he  had 
already  presented  on  the  subject  of  ihe  tariff, 
usking  tlint  it  be  retained,  unless  experience  de- 
monstrated that  it  ought  to  be  changed;  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


Also,  the  petition  of  Eliza  M.  Cloud,  a  widow 
ofa  deceaseil  naval  surgeon,  asking  for  a  pension; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs. 

Mr.  FOSTER  presented  a  petition  from  citizens 
of  Rutherford  county,  Tennessee,  praying  for  a 
reduction  of  the  rates  of  postage,  anda  restriction 
on  the  franking  privilege;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  nn  the  Post  OiGce  and  Post  Roads, 

Mr.  HUGER  presentcfd  a  petition  from  Sarah 
Cordoza,  the  widow  of  a  deceased  revolutionary 
sold  ier,  pray  i  ng  for  a  pension ;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  FRANCIS  presented  a  men|orial  from  citi- 
zens of  Oneida  county,  New  York,  praying  that 
no  alteration  may  be  made  in  the  existing  tariff; 
which  was  rcferrred  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance. 

>  NOTICE  OP  A  BILL.    . 

Mr.  BREESE  gave  notice  that  he  would,  to- 
morrow, ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  repeal  all 
acta  and  parts  of  acts  relating  to  (he  Military 
Academy  at  West  Point,  New  York. 

BILL  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  BREESE,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to 
provide  for  the  sale  of  ihe  reserved  lands  in  the 
State  of  Illinois,  anil  Territories  of  Wisconsin 
and  Iowa,  supposed  to  contain  lead  ore;  which 
was  read  twice^and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  THE  WABASH. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  the  Com- 
mittee on' Commerce  was  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  memorial  of  citizens 
of  Illinois,  asking  for  a  grant  of  land  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  navigation  of  the  Wabash  river; 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals. 

The  joint  resolution  from  the  House  respecting 
the  application  of  certain  appropriations  hereto- 
fore made,  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

HEIRS  OF  CHRISTOPHER  MILLER. 

The  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  heirs  of  Christo- 
pher Miller  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed.  ' 

CATALOGUE  OF  BOORS,  ETC. 

The  resolution  introduced  by  Mr.  Wood-  : 
BRiDOB  yesterday,  instructing  the  Committee  on 
the  Library  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  caus-  I 
in?  n  catalogue  of  books,  Silases,  &c.,  in  the  | 
War  Department,  or  in  the  several  bureaus  there-  i 
of,  belonging  to  the  United  States,  to  be  printed, 
came  up  for  consideration.       '  | 

Mr.  A  LLEN  remarked  thateatalogues  had  been  i 
reported,  in  response  to  the  resolution  adopted  by 
the  Senate  last  session,  at  his  instance,  from  the 
War  and  Navy  Departments,  and  the  office  of  the 
Attorney  General.  The  resolution  alluded  to  em- 
braced a  call  upon  the  State,  Treasury,  and  Post 
Office  Departments.  These  Departments  had  not 
reported.  He  proposed  to  suomit  a  resolution, 
calling  on  them  to  know  the  reason  of  ihe  delay, 
and  when  it  was  likely  they  would  respond  to  the 
call  made  at  the  last  session.  He  preferred  that 
the  Senator  from  Michigan  [Mr.  WooDflaiDOE] 
should  let  his  resolution  lie  on  the  table  until  a 
response  was  made  to  the  rcaotution,  which  he 
proposed  to  submit 


Memphis,  before  a  scientific  examination  had 
been  made,  by  competent  authorized  enginetn, 
not  only  as  to  the  fitness  of  that  place,  but  other 
points,  on  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  riven.  He 
ijoped  the  bill  would  not  be  taken  up. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  urged,  as  another  reason  «by 
it  should  not  then  be  taken  up,  that  theSenaton 
from  Mississippi,  who  took  great  interest  in  Ibe 
subject,  were  not  in  their  places. 

Mr.  FOSTER  spoke  at  some  length  igoimt . 
any  further  delay  of  the  bill.  He  viewed  the 
proposed  work  as  an  important  public  messart, 
which  should  have  precedence  of  other  bills  in 
advance  of  it  on  the  Calendar.  If  the  bill  «u 
taken  up,  he  would  not  press  final  action  upon  it 
in  the  absence  of  the  Senators  from  Miaiiaiippi. 
The  amendments  pending  could  be  discueaed  sail 
disposed  of,  and  then  the  bill  could  be  post- 
poned. 

Mr.  KING  suggested  that  those  Senators  wko 

were  absent  might  desire,  in  the  progress  of  to 

tion  nn  those  amendments,  to  auDmU  others,  to 

I  modify  or  alter  them.     He  therefore  saw  no  im- 

!  propriety  in  taking  up  the  bill  in  their  absence. 

I  He  was  opposed  to  taking  it  up  then;  but,irUi« 

I  motion  were  waived  until  the^  appeared  io  ditir 

seats,  he  would  then  vote  for  it. 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  carried  is  the 
affirmative;  and  the  bill  toestablisb  a  Bavy.yarl 
and  depot  at  or  adjacent  to  the  city  of  Mempliii, 
on  the  Mississippi  river,  was  token  up  as  in  Con- 
mittee  of  the  Whole — the  question  pendingbein; 
the  following,  reportied  by  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affiiirs,  as  a  substitute  for  the  bill  origiD. 
ally  introduced  by  the  Senator  from  Teooesic*, 
[Mr.  Foster:] 

That  the  President  of  th<r  United  Slates  be,  and  be  i| 
hereby,  authorized  to  select  and  purchase  a  site  for  aaary- 
yard  and  depot  at  tlie  city  of  Memphis,  in  the  StateorTen- 
nessee,  and  to  erect  such  buildings  and  make  suchimpmn- 
ments  thereon  as  may  bo  nec<»sary  for  the  constnictioossd 
repair,  and  for  the  accommodation  and  supply,  of  vesieb- 
ol-war  of  the  United  Sutes ;  and  Uint  the  Presidenl  be  u- 
thorized  and  empowered  to  purchase  any  water-righta  wturh 
may  be  required  to  (iropel  the  machinery  appenaioiiii  ta 
said  oavy-yard.  or  which  may  be  nsefol  in  Ihe  uperalioiuof 
said  navy-yard;  and  Aot  he  further  be  ewpowersdis  re- 
ceive any  doimtions  of  land,  waier-rigltu,  or  rights  of  waj, 
which  lite  authorities  of  the  city  of  Memphis,  or  soy  otber 
body  corporate,  or  any  person  or  persons,  may  deeta  proper 
to  make  or  grain  to  Itaa  GoTrrnmriil  of  lbs  Uiiiud  BUM; 
and  Uint  the  sum  of  «iau,(XW  lie  appropriated  to  lh«  okjecta 
aihresald ,  out  of  any  money  in  Uie  Treasuiy  not  oUieiwiiC 
appropriated. 

Mr.  POSTER  inquired  of  the  Senator  from  Il- 
linois, [Mr.  Breese,]  whether  he  propostil  to 
amend  the  amendment,  or  intended  to  offers  sub- 
stitute for  the  entire  bill  ? 

Mr.  BREESE  replied  that  he  proposed  to  strike 
out  all  the  bill,  after  the  enacting  clause,  and  to 
substitute  the  following: 

That,  for  Uie  purpose  of  selecting  a  suHabls  silt  ftr  i 
naval  depot  and  yard  at  some  point  en  the  westeni  waten, 
the  President  of  the  United  Sutea  h«,  and  he  Is  hertby.tt- 
thorized  to  select  an  otUcer  of  the  Navy  of  the  raak  ofpwi 
captain,  and  such  skillful  and  com|MIent  topograpiiieal  es- 

■gmeer  or  engineers  as  he  may  designate  to  be  tseoc'alfi 
with  such  naval  officer,  whose  daty  it  shall  be  to  mlkr  u 
accurals,  minute,  and  scientific  examination  of  some  pnsi 

lot  or  near  the  mouth  of  Uie  Ohio;  of  Memphis^  rn  tbeStar 
of  Tennessee  ;  and  of  Natchez,  iu  the  State  of  MIssisHppi, 
with  a  view  solely  tu  the  caiKibilitiea  and  advantages  of  eact 
of  said  places  (br  a  naval  depoi  and  yard  for  boilding^c^aip- 
ping,  funil8huig,and  repairing  sieawshiiH  and  oUier  vavdt- 
of-war  for  the  use  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  Slates;  wta 
shall  refMirl  to  Congress,  at  its  next  session,  a  detaiM  tod 
faithful  sta'eineni  of  the  several  ailvatitigcs  and  capbiii- 
ties  of  each  of  Uie  said  point.',  and  a  Mparate  detaded  stste- 

■  coosinK- 
actsnte 


Mr.  WOODBRIDGE  acquiesced  in  the  sug-  'I  meat  and  estlmaie  or  ibe  expense  attending  the < 

ation:  and  the  reaolulinn  was  laid  on  the  table.      «'""  "f »»!''  ■'■^P"' "'»'  y*"*'  '>«'*''«  ""«  ff""  "£"' 

FCientiGc  exiiminations  and  surveys,  to  be  made  by 
gincer  or  engineers,  under  the  superintendence  of  tbeofr 


NAVAL  DEPOT  IN  THE  WEST. 

Mr.  FOSTER  moved  that  the  previous  orders  , 
of  the  dny  be  postponed,  with  the  view  of  taki'ng  ' 
up  the  bill  for  the  establishment  of  a  naval  depot 
and  dock-yard  at  Memphis,  Tennessee. 

Mr.  BREESE  urged  upon  the  Senate  the  pro- 
priety of  permitting  the  bill  to  lie  until  Senators 
nad  time  to  examine  a  document  just  laid  on  their  ' 
tables  this  morning,  on  the  subject  of  a  naval  | 
depot  on  the  western  waters;  which  document  I 
had  been  ordered  to  be  printed  on  the  suggestion  ' 
of  the  Naval  Committee.  He  saw  no  necessity  , 
of  giving  thisliill  precedence  of  other  important  | 
measures  on  the  Calendar;  especially  as  there  waa  , 
no  great  or  pressing  emergency  for  its  passage  j 
then,  or  even  at  this  session.  He  expressed  a  i 
wish  that  it  might  be  permitted  to  take  its  turn  on  { 
the  Calendar.  He  was  opposed  to  incurring  an  | 
expenditure  of  tlOO,000,  as  was  proposed  by  this  > 
bill,  for  the  estabUslimenl  of  a  naval  depot  at  I 


FCientiGe  exiiminations  and  surveys, to  be  madebysaii« 

'tigineers,  under  the  superintendence  of  the  ofr 

i:er  of  the  Navy  to  ^  appointed  as  aforesaid  ;  and,  frr  Ibe 

fiurposes  afore.'.aid,  the  sum  of  t&.OOO  be,  and  the  saw  a 
lereby,  appropriated  out  of  any  money  in  the  TrcaMij  siS 
otilerivisf  appropriated. 
Amend  the  title  of  the  bill  as  follows: 


A  bill  to  provide  for  a  scientific  exominanOR  and  f 
of  certain  psiints  on  Ihe  western  waters,  with  a  view  la  tbc 
selecUon  of  a  suitable  place  for  a  naval  depot  and  yaid- 

Mr.  BREESE  remarked  that  be  did  not  expect 
the  question  to  come  up  to-day.  The  aiBendmu' 
he  had  offered,  however,  would  speak  for  itself. 
The  bill  proposed  to  appropriate  $100,000  for  <ie 
purchase  of  a  site  for  a  naval  depot  and  doek-yanl 
at  the  city  of  Memphis,  in  the  State  of  Tennes«ri 
and  to  erect  buildings  and  make  improreaenn 
thereon.  His  substitute  proposed  to  approprisi' 
(5,000  for  a  scientific  examination  and  »ar»«Jf « 
some  point  on  the  Ohio  river,  of  Memphis,  Tcs- 
nessec,  and  Natchez,  Mississippi,  with  the  vif» 
of  establiahing  a  depot.    It  was  a  feet,  that  iM 
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point  at  which  the  bill  proposed  to  establish  the 
depot — Memphis — had  never  received  a  scientific 
exnmlnntion.  It  was  true  that  a  post  captain  hud 
aulhorizedly  undertaken  to  make  an  examination 
of  that  point.  But  he  challenged  the  honorablij 
Senator  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Foster]  to  show 
him  an  expression  in  the  report  of  that  officer, 
where  he  had  expressed  a  decided  opinion  in  fa- 
vor of  Memphis.  He  did  not  believe  that  it  was 
a  wise  or  good  policy  to  embark  in  a  work  of  this 
kind  at  that  point,  and  to  appropriate  JlOO.OOO 
towards  it,  without  a  thorough  scientific  examin- 
ation by  some  competent  and  responsible  officers 
of  the  Government  fully  authorized  and  empow- 
ered to  do  80.  It  was  undertaking  a  national 
work  blindly  which  involved  niillions  of  expend- 
iture, though  the  amount  now  proposed  to  be 
expended  was  but  $100,000.  He  thought  pru- 
dence, as  well  as  a  wise  economy,  dictated  that, 
before  embarking  in  such  nn  expenditure  of  the 
people's  money,  they  should  obtain  all  the  lights 
that  could  be  had  on  the  subject  to  give  direction 
to  their  legislation. 

The  object  of  his  amendment  was  to  procure 
such  lights.  He  did  not  propose  it  from  any  un- 
friendly feeling  towards  Memphis.  If,  after  the 
examination  proposed,  the  engineers  should  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  that  was  the  best  point,  he 
would  most  cheerfully  vote  for  a  bill  establishing 
the  depot  there.  He  believed  that  a  depot  should 
be  established  at  gome  point  in  the  great  valley 
of  the  Mississippi.  He  wasanxious  that  it  should 
be  done  as  soon  as  expedient.  But  he  preferred 
that  they  should  delay  the  matter  another  year 
rather  than  an  improper  site  should  be  selected — 
especially  as  there  was  no  pressing  emergency 
for  the  depot  at  this  time.  He  might  urge,  as 
another  reason  for  the  delay  until  the  examina- 
tion was  made,  the  exhausted  condition  of  the 
national  Treasury.  By  the  time  Congress  was 
put  in  possession  of  the  information  to  be  derived 
from  tne  survey,  the  Treasury  would  be  in  a 
better  condition  to  meet  a  new  expenditure  of 
|100,00O.  lib  would  not,  however,  if  any  great 
public  exigency  required  the  establishment  of  the 
depot  without  delay,  urge  the  exhausted  condi- 
tion of  the  Treasury  as  a  reason  for  such  delay. 
But  there  was  no  such  exigency — no  necessity 
for  haste — especially  such  a  necessity  as  ought 
to  induce  them  to  rush  blindly  into  an  expendi- 
ture, ultimately,  of  millions  of  dollars.  He  sup- 
posed it  would  not  be  improper,  in  discussing  this 
amendment,  to  refer  to  the  report  of  the  survey 
and  examination  of  the  harbor  of  Memphis,  by 
Captain  L.  Rousseau,  Commander  H.  A.  Adams, 
and  Lieutenant  S.  Johnson,  of  the  United  States 
Navy.  Those  officers,  in  sjieaking  of  Memphis, 
Bay: 

"Memphis  is Bituaied  on  a  blatT  of  land  tcnown  as  tlie 
fourtJi  CtiK-l<u.saw  l>lufl',  elevateil  t-ifjlily  luel  above  ttic  river 
at  eilrcme  low  water.  'I'tic  soil  oflliis  blulTIs  clay  mixed 
Willi  pand  niid  loam,  niid  is  In  iim^t  places  cuilable  lor 
making  tiricks.  Bulweeii  tbc  loot  ot*  it  and  tin;  bed  of  llie 
river,  liieru  is,  in  some  places,  a  narrow  ,>lip  of  level  land, 
llic  surface  urwliicli  is  a  tittle  above  Uie  river  at  average 
high  water,  it  is  an  alluvia]  ifeposit.  and  liable  to  cave  or 
wash  away  when  the  current  of  itie  river  runs  stronfi  against 
it.  Ii  Will  l»e  seen,  by  the  plan  of  survey,  that  in  Ironi  of 
tlie  city,  and  extending  btitli  above  and  below  the  site 
marked  for  a  naval  depot,  is  a  bank,  or  batluro,  formed  by 
Uie  depAsit  of  the  river,  which,  at  average  low  water,  is 
twenty  feet  nbove  U»e  river,  and  at  the  lowest  water  known 
is  tiventy-eighl  feet  above  it,  and  lia>,  at  high  water,  from 
•il  to  twelve  feel  on  it.  The  cliaiinel  of  VVolf  river  cuts 
ttin>ugli  it,  and  it  is  at  tlie  mouih  of  Wolf  that  the,  only 
practicable  place  for  the  erection  of  public  buildings  can  be 
found  in  the  harbor  of  Memphis.  This  hank  is  of  recent 
forinatioii,  and  is,  at  Itiw  water,  dry  and  firm.  When  the 
building  of  Meni|)liis  was  conimenced,in  I81U,  the  channel 
of  the  river  ran  close  to  the  hluf}'  bank,  and  the  steamboat 
landing  at  low  water  was  then  at  the  mouth  of  \Vo[f.  In 
1830,  the  river  forced  for  itself  a  new  passage  at  a  place 
■nme  inilds  ab^ive,  which  gave  a  dillerent  direeuon  to  the 
channel ;  an  eddy  was  formed  where  the  main  current  ran 
previously  ;  and  Uie  deposit  cfimnienccd,  which  has  made 
the  bauure  what  ilnow  appears.  It  is  stated  by  respectable 
citizens  of  ilie  place,  that  tor  one  or  two  years  past  thi;  bat- 
ture  has  gained  noUilng  in  surface,  but  that  every  ovcrllow 
raises  it  from  six  to  twenty  inches  higher.  To  reclaim  the 
part  embraced  in  the  site,  it  would  be  necessary  to  levee 
Ihe  outer  edge  of  it,  and  drive  piles  of  great  length,  at  low 
water,  fniiii  the  termination  of  the  causeway  that  forms  its 
southern  boundary,  up  the  riveriu  the  mouth  of  VVolf;  and 
up  the  suuili  side  of  Wolf,  as  far  as  the  limits  of  the  yard  ; 
and  also  around  Uie  triangle  on  the  north  side  of  Wolf.  It 
could  then  be  tilled  up  by  the  earth  removed  in  grading  the 
hill  above  it,  and  Willi  inaleri.il  from  other  parts  of  the  bank, 
or  by  the  natural  dep^nit  of  the  river,  which  could  be  ad- 
miued  at  high  waler  for  the  purpose.  The  crist  of  grading 
the  bluff,  and  raising  the  entire  site  above  all  overllow,  is 
csUmated  at  $08,930. " 

Mr.  B.  said  it  would  be  seen  by  ihis  report, 


that  below  the  site  marked  for  the  depot  isabank 
or  batture,  which,  at  high  water,  has  but  twelve 
feet  water.  They  say  that  the  cost  of  grading  the 
blufT,  and  raising  the  enlin;  site  above  all  over- 
flow, is  estimated  at  $28,920.  Now,  he  could 
show  that  this  estimate  was  entirely  erroneous. 
It  fell  far  short  of  what  would  be  the  actual  cost 
of  preparing  the  site.  There  are  eighty-two  acres 
of  batture  to  be  raised  at  least  twelve  feet  to  be 
always  above  the  highest  rise  of  water.  In  those 
eighty-two  acres,  (there  being  four  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  forty  yards  to  the  acre,)  there  are 
three  hundred  and  ninety-six  thousanil  eight  hun- 
dred and  eighty  yards;  which,  multiplied  by  four^ 
being  for  the  twelve  feet  depth  of  filling  up  for  the 
eighty-two  acres,  produces  one  million  five  hun- 
dred and  eighty-seven  thousand  five  hundred  and 
twenty  yards.  This  number  of  yards,  at  a  cost 
of  ten  cents  per  yard,  gives  an  aggregate  of  the 
sum  of  $158,752;  which  was  something  like  what 
would  be  the  actual  cost  to  the  Government  in 
preparing  the  site. 

Mr.  B.  spoke  at  some  length  of  the  unfitness  of 
Memphis  as  a  site  for  the  depot.  He  also  alluded 
la  the  unsettled  state  of  the  titles  to  the  lands  pro- 
posed to  be  selected;  and  maint<iined  that,  the  Gov- 
ernment, after  expending  millions  there,  might  be 
dispossessed  of  the  property.  But  in  what  he 
said  he  did  not  wish  to  be  considered  as  being 
opposed,  in  any  case,  to  the  establishment  of  the 
depot  at  Memphis.  If,  on  the  examination  anil 
survey  proposed,  it  should  be  decided  that  that 
wiis  the  best  point,  he  would  vote  $1,000,000,  if 
necessary,  to  that  object.  But  he  would  never 
vole  a  cent  until  there  had  been  a  scientific  exam- 
ination. 

Mr.  FOSTER  observed  that  the  Senator  from 
Illinois  had  said  he  had  no  prejudice  against 
Memphis;  but,  perhaps,  he  was  not  without 
strong  predilections  in  favor  of  that  El  Dorado 
]  of  Illinois,  llie  famous  city  of  Cairo.  He  took 
it  for  granted  the  Senator's  affections  lay  there. 
But  what  sort  of  site  for  a  naval  depot  could  a 
place  afford,  which,  for  a  great  portion  of  the 
year,  was  twenty  feet  under  water.'  Mr.  F., 
with  much  sarcasm,  depicted  the  necessity  of 
raising  such  a  site  by  a  twenty-feet  wooden  bar- 
ricade against  the  world  of  waters  inundating  it 
from  both  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers,  bei 
fore  even  a  foundation  could  be  laid  for  a  naval 
depot. 

In  allusion  to  Ihe  plea  of  economy  urged  by 
the  Senator  from  Illinois,  Mr.  F.  wondered  that 
it  had  not  been  considered  when  his  favorite 
measure  was  up  yesterday — the  billappropriating 
$400,000  for  continuing  the  Cumberland  road. 
But  he  was  not  disposed  to  dwell  upon  that  point; 
for  this  was  not  a  question  of  dollars  and  cents. 
It  was  a  measure  of  great  national  policy,  the 
expediency  and  necessity  for  which  had  long 
since  been  argued  and  decided. 

The  question  seemed  to  him  to  bo  one  of  loca- 
tion— whether  Memphis  or  Cairo  should  be 
chosen;  and,  with  a  view  of  testing  that  question, 
Mr.  F.,  at  considerable  length,  reviewed  the  argu- 
ments urged  for  and  against  each.  In  summing 
up  these  arguments,  Mr.  F.  came  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  the  immense  advantages  which  pre- 
sented themselves  in  favor  of  Memphis,  and  the 
insurmountable  .objections  which  existed  with 
regard  to  Cairo,  left  not  a  particle  of  doubt  as  to 
the  choice  that  should  be  made.  The  Senator 
from  Illinois,  in  quoting  the  report  of  the  com- 
missioners appointed  to  make  a  survey  of  the 
harbor  of  Memphis,  had  chosen  passages  most 
unfavorable  to  the  proposition  of  selecting  it  as  a 
site  for  a  naval  depot;  but  if  the  whole  report  had 
been  read,  it  would  be  found  that  the  opinion  of 
the  commissioners  is  very  decided  that  there  are 
no  objections  which  can  be  urged  against  the  se- 
lection of  that  point,  which  do  not  exist  against 
any  other  point  on  the  Mississippi  river,  suitable 
for  the  erection  of  a  naval  depot;  whilst  it  is  forci- 
bly shown  that,  not  only  in  the  opinion  of  the 
commissioners,  but  in  the  opinion  of  a  competent 
and  experienced  engineer  chosen  by  the  city  of 
Memphis,  there  is  a  very  decided  advantage  in 
that  site  not  to  be  met  with  at  any  other  point — 
the  advantage  of  a  great  and  important  water 
power.  He  quoted  from  the  report  the  following 
passage : 

"  Water  power  may  be  obtained,  if  ncccs'sary,  by  culling 
a  canal  from  a  point  about  eleven  miles  distaol,  on  Wolf 
river.    A  report  and  plan  of  ilic  route,  by  C'olouel  O.  iVIor- 


rison,  made  at  the  request  of  the  Mayor  and  aldermen  ot 
Memphis,  accompanies  this  n^port.  We  have  visited  the 
location  and  examined  the  line,  and  are  salistied  with  its 
practicability." 

Mr.  F.  then  referred  to  Colonel  Morrison's  re- 
port to  show  that  the  canal  required  to  make  the 
water  power  available  fordrawing  the  machinery 
of  a  naval  depot  would  be  about  eleven  miles  in 
length.  The  fall  from  Wolf  river  to  the  high 
water  of  the  Mississippi  would  be  forty-six  feet 
and  seventy-two  one  hundreths.  He  estimates 
thecostof  cuttingthe  canal  at  $50,000.  It  would 
give  thirty-four  feet  fall  as  a  propelling  power;  and 
the  power  would  be  equal  to  two  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  forty  horse  power.  This  power, 
after  all  deductions,  he  estimates  to  be  worth  t& 
the  Government  $137,000  per  annum. 

Mr.  F.  commented  at  some  length  upon  ths 
superior  advantages  presented  by  this  location 
for  the  site  of  the  proposed  southwestern  naval 
depot.  He  regretted  that  the  Senator  from  Illi- 
nois, in  his  zeal  for  Cairo,  had  thought  it  necesr 
sary  to  make  such  an  attack  as  he  had  made  upon 
Memphis. 

Mr.  BREESE  denied  that  he  had  made  any 
attack  upon  Memphis.  He  had  only  rend  ihe 
report  of  the  commissioners  who  hatl  made  the 
survey  of  the  propo.scd  site.  His  objection  was 
that  a  scientific  examination  had  not  been  made 
by  competent  engineers  of  the  Government,  as 
well  as  by  a  board  of  naval  officers.  If  a  proper 
examination  by  a  compcient  engineer,  and  a  fav- 
orable report,  with  suitable  estimates,  were  made 
to  Congress,  pointing  out  that  the  site  at  Mem- 
phis was  the  best  which  could  be  selected,  he 
i  would  cheerfully  go  with  the  Senator  from  Ten- 
nessee in  support  of  the  proposition.  But  even 
with  regard  to  the  report  of  the  commissioners, 
ho  could  not  see  that  in  it  there  was  any  decided 
expression  of  opinion  in  favor  of  Memphis  above 
ariy  other  point.  The  report  says,  in  substance, 
that  wharves  cannot  be  advantageously  construct- 
ed there.  It  says  the  soil  is  an  alluvial  deposit, 
liable  to  cave  or  wash  away.  It  says  that  Wolf 
river  cannot  be  entered  with  boots  at  a  low  stage 
of  water.  It  says  laborers  iiioy  be  procured,  and, 
it  is  jiresunud,  as  low  ns  in  any  portion  of  the 
country;  but  they  roust  be  brought  from  the  upper 
(;oMn<ri/.  And  with  respect  to  the  water  power— 
the  value  of  which  is  so  much  dwelt  upon — the 
report  says: 

<*  It  is  Mievcd  that  a  Ti»IU  of  way  for  this  canal  would  bt 
gieen  to  trovernmeiit,"  tc. 

And  with  regard  to  the  health  of  Memphis, 
which,  when  first  settled,  "  had  a  veryhad  reputa- 
tion," the  report  says,  "it  appears  to  have  greatly 
improved ;"  but "  the  winter  is  said  to  be  the  most 
unhealthy  season,  when  pleurisies  and  other  dis- 
eases incident  to  a  variable  temperature  are  preva- 
lent."    As  to  the  site,  it  says: 

"The  building  lou  arc  owned  by  various  individuals, 
some  of  whom  are  at  this  time  absent ;  soiie  parts  belong 
to  the  city,  while  to  oilier  parts  Iben  ore  conllicting 
claims." 

Yet  ihe  Mayor  and  aldermen  "  undertake  lo 
sell  the  site  to  the  United  States  for  $20,000," 
(eighty-two  and  one  half  acres.)  In  conclusion, 
the  commissioners  say: 

"  This  particular  location  is  excellent  for  a  building  yard; 
but  is,  perhaps,  scarcely  sutlicienily  accewible  for  vessels 
in  need  of  repairs." 

Now,  in  all  this,  there  was  nothing  decisively 
favorable;  on  the  contrary,  the  great  care  taken 
in  the  choice  of  expressions,  shows  ihot  a  decided 
opinion  of  that  nature  was  cautiously  avoided. 

On  the  whole,  his  proposition  was,  that  the 
Senate  had  not  that  sort  of  decided  evidence  be- 
fore it  which  would  justify  the  vote  of  an  appro- 
priation of  $100,000,  the  outlay  of  which  would 
probably  involve  the  Government  in  an  outlay  of 
millions  at  a  location  ■which  might  ultimately 
prove  unsatisfactory,  if  not  useless.  He  should 
decline  following  the  Senator  from  Tennes.>iee 
through  the  variou*  topics  which  he  had  thought 
fit  to  introduce  into  his  remarks.  He  had  little 
more  to  say  at  present  than  to  urge  the  Senate, 
before  it  proceeded  any  further  in  this  matter,  to 
call  for  more  light — more  satisfactory  information 
— for  a  practical  engineer's  report  and  specifica- 
tions— and  for  the  examination  of  other  sites. 
He  referred  to  the  Senate  document  (196)  "  relat- 
ing to  an  examination  and  survey  of  some  point 
at  or  near  the  confluence  of  the  Ohio  and  Missis- 
sippi rivers,  with  a  view  to  the  establishment  ot* 
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a  naval  depot  and  dock-yard."  In  this  document 
was  a  letter  of  his  own  to  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Naval  AiTairs,  from  wliich  he 
begged  leave  to  read  a  few  passages.  Mr.  B. 
then  read  from  this  letter  various  extracts,  show- 
ing that  no  point  on  the  Mississippi  river  pos- 
sessed so  many  and  such  decided  advantages  for 
the  site  of  a  naval  depot  and  dock  yard ,  as  that  at 
the  confluence  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers. 
The  letter  says: 

"  Tbo  local  advantaiM  of  Ibia  place  [Cairo]  have  bean 
so  clearly  set  lortta  b)r  diaiiiterestcd  individuals,  tliat  it  i< 
uuneceMary  todiacusu  thciii  otherwise  than  by  quoting  their 
ainborily.  Berore  capitnliitts  would  cnnient  lo  loan  tUeir 
money  on  tlio  secuiity  or  property  at  Cairo,  they  employed 
twocifiiiientcn^ineers — William  Stricklatid,  an  American, 
and  lUeliardC.  Toylor,  an  Enfliihtnan— careftilly  to  exam- 
ine tlie  site,  and  make  report  as  to  ita  local  advantages,  and 
the  practicability  of  raiding  up  a  larfe  city  tlifie.  They 
performed  the  service  in  1^38,  tmd  reported  the  (bllowing 
Ikcis :  Thai  at  the  lowest  stage  of  tlie  water,  the  elevation 
of  tlie  land  at  and  near  the  confluence  of  the  Ohio  and 
Mississippi  rivers,  is  from  thirty  to  Uiirry-five  feet;  Uiat 
sone  points  of  land  in  the  site  are  above  tlie  highest  flt>ods, 
and  that  the  average  overflow,  on  sucli  occasions,  is  from 
four  lo  five  feet ;  lliat  the  Ohio  river  nflbrds  an  excellent 
harbor,  with  an  ordinary  current  of  but  one  mile  an  hour; 
that  the  texture  and  solidity  of  the  banks  are  as  firm  and 
secure'  ss  any  oUier  positions  for  building  between  it  and 
tbo  rocky  fnrmniiuns  higher  up  the  streaiiis ;  iliat  it  is  sur- 
rounded by  tlie  best  of  umber  and  bituminous  coal.  And 
alter  enuuierating  many  otitcr  advantages  of  this  spot,  they 
conclude  by  saying;  There  is  not,  in  uiy  quarter  of  the 
globe,  a  situation  so  commanding  and  replete  with  every 
Kind  of  produce  and  materials  lo  promote  Uie  prosperity  of 
the  merchant,  die  skill  of  the  mecliaaic,  and  the  growth  of 
a  great  city." 

Mr.  FOSTER  inquired  if  the  Mr.  Strickland 
who  was  a  party  in  that  report,  was  not  inter- 
ested in  some  way  or  other  in  property  at  Cairo? 

Mr.  BREESE  said  be  was  not;  he  had  been 
merely  employed  as  an  engineer  to  examine  into 
the  capabilities  of  the  site  for  a  great  city.  Mr. 
B.  then  resumed  the  reading  of  the  document: 

"  1.  Freeman ,  principal  engineer  of  the  Central  railroad  of 
Illinois,  in  a  report  dated  S4ih  December,  18311.  giving  rea- 
sons fur  locating  ilie  depot  of  the  road  ou  the  Uliio  riveCst 
this  place,  says; 

'**  The  gentleness  of  the  current,  and  the  unvaiying  depth 
of  water,  at  ouc«  make  it  as  good  a  liarbor  as  can  be  de- 
sired. 

***Tlie  earth  Is  firm  and  dry,  and  fully  cS|Mble  of  sustain- 
ing the  weight  of  any  moss  uf  buildings  which  could  be 
crowded  ther6*m. 

"  <  During  high  water,  there  is  very  lillle  ennent  out  of  the 
channel  of  the  river ;  and,  as  the  grade  line  is  established 
at  such  an  elevation  tliat  it  cannot  be  overtopped,  there  is 
no  danger  to  be  appreiieiided  from  the  destruction  of  the 
embankment. 

"  ■  The  termination  nfihe  Central  railroad  is  the  most  re- 
markable point  In  the  West.    It  is  undeuiubly  the  bead  of 
low  water  navigation  fur  vessels  of  large  size,  8tc.' 
*•**•        *        •        •** 

'•Testimonials  to  the  Imponance  of  ibis  place  in  a  com- 
mercial point  of  view,  and  as  a  site  for  the  propoeed  west- 
ero  naval  depot,  might  be  greaUy  multiplied ;  but  it  is  not 
easeniial  to  the  present  object,  which  is  merely  to  solicit  a 
ttoroug^  inquiry. 

"  It  IS  only  necessary  lo  add  that  about  twelve  hundred 
acres  of  land,  inclosed  in  the  corporate  limits  of  the  city, 
are  now  embraced  in  a  levee  rising  four  feet  above  the  high- 
est floods,  construcied  on  the  Ohio  river  front,  by  iiauling 
the  eartli  back,  thus  graduating  tile  Iwnk  from  low  water  to 
tlie  top  of  tlie  levee,  and  forming  a  landing  which,  wlien 
paved,  will  not  be  excelled  on  the  western  waters ;  tliat  the 
waters  of  Cosh  river,  which  is  about  four  utiles  north  of  liie 
city,  may  be  brought  in  by  a  canal,  easily  dug  through  a 
country  almost  entirelylevel,  and  will  afford  an  ample  sup- 
ply for  dockage.  I  am  Informed  that  it  is  now  in  contem- 
plation, by  an  independent  company,  to  construct  a  dam 
across  Cash  river,  and,  by  a  canal,  bring  its  waters  to  a 
liasin  or  reservoir  in  the  city, capable  of  docking  six  or  eight 
of  the  laifcst  class  steamboats  ot  one  time,  and  from  thence 
locking  into  the  Ohio  river.  About  forty  miles  nortli  there 
are  iuexliaiiiitiblu  beds  of  excellent  bituminous  coal,  which, 
when  the  raiimad  is  compleled  thus  far,  can  be  delivered 
no  the  levee  cheaper  tiun  it  can  be  from  boats  on  the  river. 

*'  In  adverting  to  the  proceedings  looking  to  the  establish- 
ment of  file  naval  depot  and  dock -yard  at  Menipliis,  it  is 
not  intended  to  disparage  that  place,  hut  simply  to  present 
established  f^cis,  and  show  the  Justice,  as  well  as  policy, 
of  further  inquiry  before  the  Government  shall  commence 
expensive  public  works.  Scarcely  an  argument  is  urgeil  in 
favorofMenipliis  which  does  not  obviously  apply  with  equal 
force  to  Cairo ;  and  there  are  some  points  on  which  the 
latter  will  taa  Ibuiid  to  possess  decided  advantages.  Both 
are  on  the  great  highway  from  ihe,valleys  of  the  Ohio,  Mis- 
sisisappi,  and  MlMouri,  to  New  Orieans ;  but  Cairo  has  the 
advantage  of  being  also  on  tlie  great  highway  from  llM  val- 
ley of  the  Chin  to  the  valleys  of  the  Upper  Mississippt  and 
Missouri.  Perhaps  twice  as  much  nde  will  thus  poas  Cairo 
as  will  pass  Memphis.  Uoih  are  on  perpeiual  steamboat 
navigalioo  |  but  Cairo  is  at  its  head— tlie  venr  point  at 
which  the  flats  and  small  cralt  descending  the  Tennessee, 
the  Cumberland,  the  Wabash,  the  Ohio,  the  Upper  Missis- 
sippi, lie.,  will  And  it  most  convenient  to  discharge  their 
caignes.  and  bresk  up  or  return.  Almost  everything  which 
goes  to  Memphis  must  pasa  Cairo ;  and  it  will  be  more  agree- 
able as  well  as  profitable  for  the  farmers,  iron-masters,  lum- 
bermen, kc,  OH  the  rivers  wliich  come  down  from  Tennes- 
see, Kentucky,  and  other  Suies  above,  to  find  a  market  at 
Cairo,  than  bi-  subjected  to  n  further  voyage  of  onehundied 
and  silly  luilcs  to  rcucli  Mcuijihis. 


"  The  harbor  at  Memphis  has  a  current  of  five  miles  an 
liour ;  that  of  Cairo  one  loile. 

"  The  only  site  on  wliicb  a  navy  yard  c-in  be  built  nl 
Memphis, '  has,  at  high  ivntcr,  from  »ii  lo  twelve  feet  ii|inn 
it ;'  tlie  site  at  Cairo  has,  at  high  water,  about  live  feet  on 
it. 

"  The  site  at  Memphis  Is  of  recent  formation,  and  obvi- 
ously not  firill  enough  for  the  ruiiiidatiuii  of  heavy  build- 
ings; at  Cairo,  the  bank  of  the  rjtiin  has  undL-rgnnc  no  ma- 
terial allaratinii  for  a  century,  and  the  soi'.  i:i  firm  enough  to 
•Uistain  as  many  buildings  as  can  be  crowded  on  it. 

'*  At  Memphis,  one  set  in  the  climige  of  the  current  has 
caused  the  formation  of  the  proposed  t^iie  for  the  navy-yard ; 
by  another  change  it  rouy  lie  cut  away  as  rapidly  as  it 
formed.  At  Cairo,  no  such  changes  are  known  in  the  cur- 
rent of  the  Ohio.  .  _ 

"  From  May  lo  October,  1843,  the  channel  at  Memphis, 
above  the  mouth  of  Wolf  river,  filled  up  six  feet,  and  be- 
l^w  the  iiinuLli  three  feet.  At  Cairo,  no  such  incidents  are 
known  ill  tile  channel  of  the  Oliio- 

'*  At  Memphis,  there  must  be  a  levee  from  nine  to  AAeen 
ftei  high,  to  raise  the  Innding  above  higli  water,  and  a  pro- 
portional filling  up  within.  At  Cairo,  the  levee  need  be 
but  eight  feet, and  tlie  filling  up  proportionally  less, and  the 
levee  already  finished,  or  nearly  so. 

"  The  site  at  Memphis  cannot  be  made  secure  against  the 
caprices  of  the  Mississippi,  uiilnse  it  be  surrounded  on  two 
sides  by  pile^,  wliich  lo  raise  tliein  three  feel  above  low 
water,  must  be  ai  lest  twenty  eight  feet  long  above  the  hard 
pan  under  the  bed  of  the  river,  into  which  they  must  he 
driven  ;  and  whether  that  pan  lie  rock,  or  any  other  sub- 
stance into  wliicli  piles  can  be  driven,  has  not  yet  beim  as- 
certained. At  Cain),  no  piles  arc  necessary,  and  all  the 
expense  of  such  a  precaution. and  all  danger  from  their  giv- 
ing way,  may  he  entirely  avoided. 

**  As  to  henlthfulnesB,  it  is  not  doubted  that  Cairo  will 
compare  advantageously  with  Memphis,  and,  as  to  power 
for  nianuracinring,  it  is  doubtful  whether,  from  the  cheap- 
ness of  coal  and  other  circumstances,  steam  at  Cairo  would 
not  be  cheaper  than  watir  power  at  Meropliis." 

Mr.  B.  further  said  that,  although  the  site. at 
Memphis  had  been  examined  by  naval  officers, 
it  had  not  been  actuallysurveyed  by  acompetent 
engineer  of  the  Government;  and,  therefore,  he 
thought  it  was  wrong  to  make  any  appropriation 
for  commencing  a  work  which  might  prove  to  be 
too  hastily  entered  upon,  and  should  hereafter 
have  to  be  abandoned.  Even  should  the  site  be 
approved  by  an  engineer,  the  title  to  it  was  doubt- 
ful and  in  dispute.  Was  it  proper,  under  such 
circumstances,  to  proceed  with  this  measure  as  if 
surveys,  estimates,  and  proof  of  title  were  all 
before  the  Senate, and  were  unobjectionable.'  He 
hoped  he  would  not  be  misunderstood  as  under-' 
valuing  or  disparaging  Memphis.  Such  was  not 
his  purpose.  He  only  pointed  out  the  path  of 
prudence  and  safety. 

Mr.  FOSTER  asked  if  he  was  to  understand 
the  Senator  from  Illinois  as  saying  that  the  city 
of  Cairo  contained  two  thousand  inhabitants? 

Mr.  BREESE  said  that  in  1841  it  did. 

Mr.  FOSTER  observed,  then  all  I  have  to  say 
is,  that  Cairo  tcin,  but  Cairo  is  not;  for  I  can 
safely  appeal  to  the  Senator  from  Arkansas,  if  I 
am  not  correct  in  estimating  its  present  inhabit- 
ants at  less  than  twenty  ?  and  I  believe  they  are 
all  on  board  the  wharf-boat  which  lies  at  the 
landing. 

Mr.  SEVIER.    There  is  a  tavern  there. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  Yes;  there  is  a  tavern,  and  it 
has  a  bell;  but  it  is  a  bell  that  is  never  rung;  for, 
alas!  there  is  none  to  respond  to  the  call. 

Mr.  F.  then  proceeded  to  read  another  report 
favorable  to  the  choice  of  Memphis  as  a  site  for 
the  dock-yard  and  depot.  He  contended  that  the 
title  to  the  site  was  neither  doubtful,  nor  likely 
to  lead  to'  litigation,  as  the  city  authorities  of 
Memphis  were  ready  to  guaranty  it  to  the  Gov- 
ernment. The  public  mind  he  considered  a  good 
index  to  the  site  most  appropriate  for  the  pro- 
jected dock-yard  and  naval  depot,  and  the  public 
mind  had  settled  down  in  favor  of  Memphis. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  presumed  that  if  a  naval  depot 
was  to  be  built  at  Memphis,  the  mouth  of  'Vy  olf 
river  would  be  as  good  a  site  as  any  in  the  neigh- 
borhood ;  but  he  was  quite  certain  live  hundred 
as  good  sites  could  be  selected  between  Memphis 
and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  as  at  the  mouth  of  Wolf 
river. 

Mr.  T.  then  proceeded  to  show  that  there  was 
grent  danger  in  trusting  to  s  guarantee  of  title 
from  aiiy  third  party,  such  as  the  city  of  Mem- 
phis. Under  such  circumstances,  even  if  Mem- 
phis was  all  it  was  represented  to  be,  it  was  not 
proper  to  lay  out  the  public  money  upon  a  dis- 
putable title. 

Mr.  FOSTER  was  here  understood  to  say  that 
the  guarantee  could  be  made  good  by  a  suitable 
provision  in  the  bill. 

M r.  TA PF AN  objected  altogether  tn  such  mode 
of  doing  business.  But  he  had  an  insuperable 
objection  to  selecting  this  or  any  similar  site,  for 


he  believed  it  was  the  li.st  time  any  one  rror 
heard  of  a  naval  depot  and  dock-yard  bein;  built 
eight  hundred  miles  from  the  ocean.  A  nntnl 
depot  should  be  calculated  for  repairs  as  well  at 
for  the  construction  of  vessels,  and  should  be  in 
such  vicinity  to  the  ocean  as  to  afford  easy  and 
immediate  access  to  it.  He  had  nn  doubt  crerv 
gentleman  would  be  pleased  to  gratify  his  con- 
stituents by  obtaining  an  appropriation  of  public 
money  to  be  expended  among  them;  but  this  was 
not  likely  to  be  satisfactory  to  other  genilem''n 
in  whose  States  more  appropriate  sites  existed. 

Mr.  PEARCE  observed  that  he  should  hare 
said  nothing  on  this  occasion  but  for  one  objec- 
tion which  struck  him,  and  he  would  state  it. 
He  believed  it  was  desirable  to  have  suitable  naval 
depots;  but  the  objection  to  either  Memphis  or 
Cairo  was,  that  they  would  not  be  suitable  sites 
from  the  want  of  water;  for  he  believed,  accord- 
ing to  all  the  reports,  there  was  a  portion  of  the 
year  in  which  there  was  but  seven  feet  of  water 
in  the  chann"!!  of  either  place.  This  was  an  in- 
superable objection.  'Vessels  of  war  should  be 
built  or  repaired  where  they  would  at  all  timra 
have  sufficient  water  to  be  floated  to  the  ocean. 
He  thought  the  Senator  from  Illinois  ought  to 
shape  his  amendment  so  as  to  direct  "  some  suit- 
able place"  to  lie  selected. 

Mr.  BREESE  accepted  the  modilSealion.  lis 
confessed  he  had  felt  greatly  surprised  at  the  ar- 

fnment  of  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  [.Mr.  Tiprm.] 
[e  had  anticipated  that  Senator's  disapproval  of 
the  location  in  the  bill,  but  he  had  not  calculatdl 
on  being  hacked  in  the  way  he  had  been  by  him, 
as  to  the  propriety  of  establishing  a  navy-vard  in 
the  West. 

Mr.  FOSTER,  imagining  thntonamercara'nd- 
mend  it  was  necessary  to  stick  to  the  text,  hail 
not  considered  it  in  order  to  enter  upon  the  p-n- 
ernl  merits  of  the  question  of  establishing  a  dock- 
yard and  navol  depot  as  nearly  in  the  heart  of  the 
country  as  navigation  would  permit,  or  he  would 
have  risen  to  reply  to  the  remarks  of  ihe  Senator 
from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Tappan.]  Mr^  F.  then  pro- 
ceeded at  considerable  length  to  refute  the  objrc- 
tions  urged  as  to  the  impropriety  of  selecting  a 
site  eight  hundred  miles  from  the  sea.  He  poinied 
out  many  grounds  on  which  the  affirmative  of  Uk 
proposition  might  be  triumphantly  sustained. 

As  to  the  objection  urged  by  the  Senator  from 
Maryland,  [Mr.  Pearce,]  that  there  are  sessoni 
of  the  year  in  which  there  arc  but  seven  feet  of 
water  in  the  channel  of  the  river,  he  did  not  knov 
what  answer  to  give,  because  thert  was  no  arso- 
ment  on  that  point  applicable  to  Memphis  that 
would  not  pppiy  to  the  whole  river— even  lo  the 
mouth,  at  the  Belize.  But,  instead  of  buildis; 
ships-of-war  twenty-live  feet  deep,  as  in  former 
days,  the  object  now  is  to  build  iron  steamships- 
of- war,  not  exceeding  thirteen  feet  in  depth*,  si") 
it  was  found  that  no  difficulty  grew  out  ofgeuinj 
vessels  of  that  depth  over  a  channel  aflbrdtngbut 
half  that  depth  of  water.  This  was  dnnc  bf 
camels,' or  cylinders  placed  beside  ihe  vessel, sna 
exhausted  of  air,  lifting  up  the  vessel,  and  buoy- 
ing it  high  enough  to  be  Boated  over  a  channel  of 
not  more  than  five  feel  in  depth  of  water. 

Mr.  F.  next  adverted  to  the  vast  expenditaies 
of  the  public  money  on  the  North  and  East,  and 
the  generosity  with  which  the  'West  and  Sooth 
had  always  voted  such  appropriations.  There 
was  a  coast  of  two^  thousand  miles  of  the  soath- 
ern  -States,  on  which  not  a  dollar  of  the  poblie 
money  had  ever  yet  been  spent.  It  was  time  no« 
to  do  something — now  was  the  lime  lo  btgin  lodo 
something  for  the  South.  Prom  Norfolk  to  the 
Sabine,  with  the  exception  of  some  trifltn'  forti- 
fications at  Charleston,  &.C., and  (100,000 granu^ 
for  a  naval  depot  at  Pensacola,  nothing — sbso- 
lutely  nothing — had  been  done  for  the  South.  The 
Gulf  was  left  so  defenseless  that  one  British  nan- 
of-war  could  sweep  the  whole  of  our  coromerte 
from  it.  There  was  not  a.  sand  bank  in  the  Gsif 
that  did  not  bear  the  British  flag;  and  vas  diit 
Government  to  look  on  coolly  .and  do  nolfciaj- 
Surely  it  was  time  to  begin  to  do  something. 

The  amendment,  as  modified,  was  ibeo  nu. 
It  was  shaped  so  as  to  embrace  "  some  soitsWe 
point  on  the  Mississippi  river  for  a  dock-yu^ 
and  naval  depot." 

Mr.  ATCHISON  moved  to  postpone  the  Ml 
for  the  present.  The  two  Senators  who  hadtaltr" 
such  a  leading  part  in  the  discussion  of  the  bil 
had,  he  believed,  said  enough  to  convince  the 
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Senate  that  neither  Memphis  nor  Cairo  was  a 
suitable  point  for  selection  as  a  site  for  the  navy- 
yard  desired.  Some  further  consideration  was 
certainly  desirable,  and  therefore  he  moved  the 
postponement.  But  there  was  another  reason^ 
why  the  bill  should  be  laid  over — neither  of  the 
Senators  from  Mississippi  was  in  his  place.  It 
was  due  to  them  to  let  them  have  an  opportunity 
of  expressing  their  views. 

Mr.  FOSTER  did  not  want  to  be  understood 
as  resisting  the  motion;  but  he  believed  the  Sen- 
ators from  Mississippi  would  be  with  him  if  pres- 
ent, and  he  thought  the  Senate  as  well  prepared 
now  to  act  upon  the  bill  as  it  ever  would  be. 

The  bill  was  then  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JARiVAGIN,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  Exeutivc  busi- 
ness^and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  ad- 
journed. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Thursdat,  .Spril  4,  1844. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved . 
The  SPEAKER  announced  that  the  first  busi- 
ness in  order  was  the  motion  to  reconsider  the 
vote  oi\tlic  rejection  of  the  bill  to  direct  the  sales 
of  the  lead  mines  in  Illinois,  Iowa,  and  Wisconsin. 

PAT  OF  THE  ARMY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  COLES,  the  rules  were  sus- 
pcnde(j,and  the  House  resolved  itself  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
(Mr.  Weller  in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  regulating  the  pay  of  the 
Army,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  COLES  expressed  the  strong  objections 
he  entertained  for  the  bill.  It  would  fail  (he  said) 
to  accomplish  what  it  promised;  and  would  pro- 
duce so  much  difficulty  and  confusion  in  the  Arniy 
as  must  inevitably  lead  toils  repeal.  Mr.  C. 
objected  particularly  to  the  hurried  manner  in 
which  it  was  proposed  to  pass  this  bill,  without 
■uflicicnt  information  and  without  sufficient  de- 
liberation; and  referred  to  the  inconveniences 
which  had  heretofore  been  produced  by  hasty 
legislation  in  relation  to  the  Army  and  Navy 
-as  an  argument  why  this  bill  should  not  be 
passed.  Mr.  J.  also  referred  to  several  sections 
in  the  bill,  such  as  those  relating  to  the  quarter- 
masters, the  second  lieutenants,  and  the  pay  of 
the  higher  officers,  to  show  that  the  bill  not  only 
would  produce  great  inequalities,  but  conflict 
with  the  organization  of  the  peace  esiablishment. 
He  went  on  to  show,  also,  tliat  the  bill,  while  it 
professed  to  place  the  officers  on  certain  fixed 
salaries,  did  not  touch  those  extra  allowances  for 
fuel  and  quarters,  transportation,  courts-martial, 
and  c*ntiiigcncies,  which  had  heretofore  been  the 
cause  of  so  much  complaint.  Mr.  C.  said  he 
would  now  explain  to  the  committee  the  provi- 
sions of  the  bill  he  proposed  to  offer  as  a  substi- 
tute. 

He  went  into  certain  statements  to  show  the 
existing  inequalities,  observing  that  assistants  in 
some  departments  have  higher  pay  than  the  prin- 
cipals in  others.  He  then  proceeded  to  explain 
the  provisions  of  the  bill  which  he  had  prepared 
on  this  subject. 

Various  explanations  were  made  by  Mr. 
COLES,  and  Mr.  BLACK  of  South  Carolina,  on 
points  of  difference  in  the  reforms  suggested. 

Mr.  BLACK,  of  South  Carolino,  replied  to  the 
eentlenian  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Coles]  at  some 
length,  and  to  occasional  interrogatories  of  Mr. 
J.  II.  Ingkrsoll. 

On  motionof  Mr.  BLACK,  of  South  Carolina, 
the  twenty-second  section  was  amended,  so  as  to 
render  ita  meaning  more  clear  and  explicit. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  striking  out 
the  whole  of  that  clause,  and  negatived. 

Mr.  BLACK,  of  South  Carolina,  offered  an 
aroendaient  to  the  twcnty-fifih  section. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  BLACK,  of 
Georgia,  and  J.  R.  INGERSOLL, 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  offered  an  amendment  to 
the  amendment.  Mr.  J.  said  the  evil  he  wanted  to 
correct  was,  that  officers  located  here  in  Wash- 
ington had  been  getting  dragoon  pay,  while  the 
ofHcers  of  the  same  grade,  wading  knee  deep  in 
Florida,  had  been  getting  artillery  and  infantry 
pay. 

Mr.  COLES  said  that  his  object  was  to  put 
other  otucers  on  llie  same  [voiuig  iis  the  favored 


class  of  quartermasters.     He  was,  therefore,  in 

favor  of  the  provision  that,  where  the  duties  of  an 
officer  shall  require  him  to  be  motiiiicil,  the  Pres- 
ident may  allow  him  forage  for  his  horses. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  C.  Johnson  was  then 
adopted;  and  the  amendment,  as  aigended,  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  HALE  offered  an  amendment  to  the  eigh- 
teenth section;  which  was  received  and  adopted 
by  general  consent,  providing  that  the  musicians, 
as  well  as  soldiers,  shall  have  one  dollar  a  month, 
in  addition  to  their  monthly  pay  of  six  dollars, 
retained  for  them,  to  be  paid  over  at  the  end  of 
their  term  of  enlistment. 

Mr.  HOLMES  submitted  the  following  amend- 
ment: 

Be  U  truicM,  That  hereafter  no  officer  or  private  soldier 
in  Uie  Army  of  tlie  L'liiK'd  .Slater  stiull  t>e  compelled  lo  at- 
tend any  public  rcIigiuUK  worship  wliere  the  doctrines  of 
the  cliureti  to  which  siiid  olficnr  or  soldier  may  be  attached 
are  opposed  lo  such  form  of  worship. 

Mr.  H.  explained  that  his  reason  for  offering 
this  amendment  was,  that  several  cases  had  oc- 
curred in  which  Roman  Catholics  had  been  com- 
pelled to  atiend  Protestant  places  of  worship, 
which  they  were  conscientiously  opposed  to;  and, 
in  one  case,  a  soldier,  for  persisting  in  refusing; 
to  enter  a  church,  to  the  religious  tenets  of  which 
he  was  opposed,  was  marched  back  to  the  bar- 
racks, and  there  put  into  confinement,  to  await 
his  trial  by  a  court-martial.  While  he  approved 
of  the  soldiers  attending  places  of  religious  wor- 
ship, yet  he  thouijht  that,  where  a  man  enter- 
tained conscientious  scruples  against  entering  a 
particular  church,  he  ought  not  to  be  compelled 
to  do  so. 

Mr.  PETTIT  offered  the  following  amendment 
to  the  amendment: 

Provided^  That  no  officer,  soldier,  nr  sailor  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States  sliall  he  compelled  lo  attend  upon  any 
form  of  religious  worship. 

Mr.  P.  addressed  the  committee  in  support  of 
his  amendment,  and  expressed  his  objections  to 
a  soldier  being  compelled  lo  go  lo  church  at  all. 

[A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  by 
the  hands  of  Asdury  DirKiNs,  Esq.,  informing 
the  House  that  the  Senate  had  passed  various 
bills,  among  which  were  the  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  the  West  Point  Miliiary  Acndemy 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  the  30th  June,  1845,  and 
a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  fortifications 
of  the  United  Stales  for  the  same  period,  the  lat- 
ter with  an  amendment.] 

Mr.  PETTIT  then  resumed  his  speech,  and 
spoke  at  some  length  in  support  of  his  views  on 
the  subject  under  discussion. 

Mr.  BLACK,  of  South  Carolina,  opposed  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  HALE  proposed  to  modify  the  amend- 
ment, and  spoke  in  favor  of  his  proposition.  The 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  provided  that 
Congress  should  pass  no  law  respecting  the  es- 
tablishment of  religion;  and  believing  that  Con- 
gress had  no  power  to  compel  anybody  to  attend 
any  form  of  religious  worship,  he  was  opp()sed 
to  the  latter  clause  of  ihe  amcndmLnl,  and  there- 
fore had  proposed  to  strike  it  out.  That  religion 
alone  was  true  and  acceptable  which  came  from 
the  heart;  and  hence  he  was  opposed  to  religion 
being  a  part  of  the  soldier's  drill.  The  Chris- 
tian religion  did  not  depend  on  the  aid  of  Ihe 
sword  or  of  legislation;  and  he  was,  in  conse- 
quence, opposed  to  its  being  made  a  part  of  mil- 
itary discipline. 

Mr.  HUNT,  of  New  York,  regretted  that  a 
proposition  had  been  offered  to  the  House  which 
could  serve  as  a  pretext  for  the  exhibition  of 
blasphemy,  and  the  ridicule  of  the  Christian  re- 
ligion, to  which  they  had  been  compelled  to  listen 
from  the  gentleman  from  Indiana.  He  did  not 
conceive  it  to  be  necessary  to  say  a  word  in  de- 
fense of  the  Christian  religion,  after  the  mani- 
festation of  the  feeling  of  the  House  on  Saturday 
last;  but  he  expressed  the  hope  that  the  propo- 
sition which  had  been  submitted  would  not  re- 
ceive the  countenance  of  the  committee. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Nev  Hampshire, 
,  and  it  was  negatived. 

The  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  In- 
diana was  also  negatived. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina. 

Mr.  C-\RROLL  rose,  but  not  because  he  ap- 


prehended any  danger  existed  of  the  adoption  of 
the  amendment;  he  rose  to  say  that  he  did  not 
deem  such  a  regulation  necessory,  for  he  could 
not  conceive  that  any  officer  would  violate  the 
conscience  of  any  soldier  by  compelling  his  at- 
tendance on  a  form  of  religious  worship  to  which 
he  was  conscientiously  opposed.  He  had  risen 
also  to  express  the  great  mortification  he  ft-lt  at 
the  attack  upon,  religion  to  which  they  had  lis- 
tened. Was  it  believed  by  any  member  of  that 
House  that  the  influences  of  the  Christian  religion 
were  not  as  salutary  upon  our  soldiers  and  our 
sailors  as  upon  the  private  citizens  of  this  coun- 
try.' He  hoped  no  such  opinion  existed  there; 
for  the  influences  of  the  Christian  religion  were 
beneficial  to  every  class. 

It  took  away  from  temptations  to  vice  in  pri- 
vate, and  still  more  did  it  do  so  in  the  Army;  and 
just  in  proportion  as  it  was  observed  would  the 
bravery,  the  discipline,  the  regard  for  virtue  in 
every  respect,  be  promoted.  The  history  of  iho 
world  was  conclusive  upon  this  point.  Where 
ever  the  system  had  extended,  its  benefits  were 
manifest;  and  just  in  proportion  a^  its  observ- 
ance could  be  inculcated  in  the  Army,  just  in 
that  proportion  would  vice  be  diminished.  He 
did  not  propose  to  detain  the  committee,  but 
merely  to  express  his  hope  that  the  amendment 
would  be  rejected. 

The  question  upon  the  adoption  of  the  amend- 
ment was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive. 

Mr.  BLACK,  of  South  Carolina,  moved  that 
the  committee  rise,  and  report  the  bill. 

Mr.  COLES  said,  before  the  committee  rose, 
he  would  redeem  the  pledge  which  he  had  given 
by  offering  a  substitute  for  the  whole  bill.  He 
would  not  detain  the  committee  with -a  speech, 
but  would  merely  soy  that  his' bill  proposed  a  re- 
duction more  extensive  than  that  of  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina,  and  would  effect  a  re- 
trenchment of  more  than  two  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars. 

The  bill  proposed  to  be  substituted  was  read 
by  the  Clerk. 

Upon  the  question  for  the  adoption  of  the 
amendment,  tellers  were  demanded,  but  werenot 
ordered. 

The  amendment  wos  rejected. 

The  committe  then  rose,  ond  reported  the  bill 
as  amended;  and 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

The  motion  being  seconded,  the  question  was 
put;  and  resulted — ayes  71,  noes  12;  no  quorum 
voting. 

Tellers  were  then  demanded;  and  the  votes 
having  been  counted,  the  tellers  reported — ayes 
71,  noes  51. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded;  and  the 
main  question  m^s  ordered  to  be  now  put. 

The  omendments  reported  by  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  was  agreed  lo;  and  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time.  ' 

The  bill  was  then  read  the  third  time;  and  the 
question  being  on  its  passage,  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  called  for,  and  ordered;  and,  being  taken, 
resulted — yeas  109,  nays  36,  as  follows: 

VEA8— Messrs.  Abboll,  Adams,  Baker,  Barrinitcr,  Bid- 
lack,  James  Black,  James  A.  [tiack,  BlackwtHI,  Uuwcr, 
Bowlin,  Boyd,  Jacoh  Brinkerholf,  llrodhead,  Wiiliaiu  J. 
Brown,  BultiiiKtoii,  Burt,  Caldwell,  Cnry,  Cullin,  Kcuberi 
Clmpmrin,  Augustus  A.  Ctiapman,  (.'lingmaii,  Cross,  Cul- 
ioiii.Daiia,  Daniel,  Darragli,  John  W.  Davis,  Dean,  Dickey, 
Dickinson,  Dunlnp,  Kills,  Elmer,  Farlee,  Fickliu,  Krencli, 
Uiddines,  Byram  Grct;n,  Grider,  Hale,  flumlirft  IDimmctl, 
Haralson,  Flarper,  Henley,  lli-rrick,  HoRe,  Houston,  lluh- 
ard,  liubhnll,  lludsrm,  Hughes,  lluiigerrord,Jain<-s  B.  Ilitiil, 
Jameson,  Cnvi- Johnson,  I't-rb-y  B.  Johnson,  Andrew  John- 
son, (leorge  W.  Junes,  Andrew  Keimedy,  Kirkp-ilriek, 
Labrnnchc,  Lvwis,  l.ueas,  Lumpkin, MeL'aiislen,  Mct'on- 
nell,  .McDowell,  Melllvaine,  I-MwBrd  J.  Morris,  Nf)rris, 
Owen,  Klisha  R.  Poller,  Emery  U.  I'olter,  I'urdy,  Rnlhbnn, 
Duvid  e$.  tteid.  itediiiK,  Itelie,  Khell,  Roberts,  Itockwell, 
Rogurv,  ^t.  John,  :^auiple,  HautiUers,  Seiiler,  .Severance, 
Simons,  Simpson,  Thnutas  Siiiilh,  Caleb  B.  Smith,  Robert 
Smilh,  Sleenrod.  Andrew  Stewnrl,  John  Stewart,  Stone, 
Slronc,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Tihbntls,'i'ilden,  Tucker,  Wal- 
ler, Wuntwurlh,  VVlieulon,  Woodward,  aud  Joseph  A. 
WriKht— 109. 

N.\YS— Messrs.  Barnard,  Brenjle,  Carroll,  Causin, 
Chappcll,  Chillon,  Clinch,  <;iinlon,  OJcs,  (Nillrimer.t'rans- 
ton,  (Jarrell  Davis,  Deberry,  Dellcl.  l-'oni,  Hopkins,  Charles 
J.  Inuentoll,  Joseph  R.  Iiinersoll,  Machiy,  Marsh,  Morse, 
Nes,  Newton,  rannenler,  Ramsey,  Charles  M.  Reed,  lt(>d 
ney,  Spenoe,  Summers,  Sykirs,  Tyler,  Vaiimelcr,  Vinloii 
White,  Winlhrop,  and  Wilham  Wrighl— 36. 

Mr.  WENT  WORTH  moved  a  leconsideration 
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of  the  vote  just  taken,  and  cnllcd  Cor  the  previous 
qucslion;  under  ihe  operiuioii  of  which,  the  mo- 
tion waa  rejected. 

COLLKCTION  DISTRICT  IN  MAINB. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  moved  to  suspend  the  rule  for 
the  purpose  of  going  into  the  Committee  of  the 
Whwie,  to  take  up  ilie  bill  creating  a  new  collec- 
tion district  in  IVlaine. 

_  Mr.  ADAMS  asked  the  gentleman  to  with- 
draw his  motion  to  allow  ihe  question  to  be  taken 
on  priming  the  reports  made  yesterday  on  the 
Massncliusetis  resolutions,  which  question  had 
Iteen  postponed  uuiil  to-day. 

Mr.  Hamlin  said  he  would  do  so  with  great 
pleasure,  but  (hat  he  felt  a  great  desire  to  get  up 
the  bill  be  had  just  named,  and,  as  it  would  not 
take  five  minutes  to  dispose  of  that  bill,  the  gen- 
tleman could  make  his  motion  afterwards. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Haulin's  mo- 
tion; and  it  was  r<>jectcd. 

DRUM  MONO  LIGHT. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  first  business 
before  the  House  was  the  report  and  resolution 
of  the  Cnmmitieeon  Public  Buildings,  providing 
for  the  lighting  the  Hall  of  the  House  with  the 
Dnimmond  light. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INOERSOLL  asked  leave  to  pre- 
sent a  minority  report  upon  the  subject  of  the 
tarifT;  but  objections  were  made,  and  the  report 
was  not  received. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution,  and  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  60, 
nays  88. 

MASSACHUiiGTTS  RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr.  ADAMS  now  again  asked  that  the  ques- 
tion might  be  taken  on  the  printing  of  the  several 
report* of  the  select  committee  on  the  resolutions 
-of  Ihe  Massachusetts  Legislature  in  favor  of  such 
an  alteration  of  the  Constitution  as  would  prevent 
■lave^rcpreaentation;  and  on  this  ha  called  forllie 
yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  BURT  called  for  the  reading  of  the  report 
made  by  the  eenlleman  from  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  ELMER  objected. 
.  Mr.  DROMOOOLE  took  it  that,  if  one  report 
were  read,  the  others  would  be  expected  to  be 
read  too,  and  thus  many  hours  would  be  con- 
aumed ;  he  would  ihvrefoi  c  suggest  that  the  ques- 
tion should  be  postponed  to  a  future  day,  when 
the  House  could  commeuce  this  business  at  an 
earlier  hour. 

The  SPEAKER  put  the  question  on  the  read- 
ing, and  It  was  negatived. 

The  SPEAKER  then  put  the  question  on  prinl- 
ili|t  the  reports. 

Mr.  DROMOOOLE  inquired  if  the  motion  em- 
braced all  the  reports,  of  which  he  understood 
there  were  five  or  six? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  in  tl^  affirmative. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  ordered  and  taken 
on  the  nioiioii  to  priut,  and  resulted — yeas  65,  nays 
60;  as  follows: 

YCAd  —  iVle»srtf.  Abbott,  Adams,  Athimion,  Bnrnard, 
Brviille,  Jaciib  Uriiikerliut]',  BrodlteuJ.  Rurke,  Cnry,  Car- 
roll, Uailnii,  Oliii)?mnn,  Clin  ton,  Colib.CoIni?,  Cotl.nmrr.Cuf- 
Khii,  Dana,  IMrrnsrh,  t^arrpu  Davis,  Dean,  Dickpy,  EInipr, 
Kadev,  Knwt,  Giiltliiix«,  Byraui  Orecu.  UrtdiTf,  Hale,  Haiil- 
liii,  liurper,  (luiik'y,  Uiipliiii«,  Uubbt-ll,  lludwii,  VVadliitig 
lOllHuiil,  Jo!i(>p!t  R.  Iiif  ersiill,  Irviii,  Cavi;  Jolliuoii.  Purli-y 
B  Juhmnn,  IJi^orge  W.  Jimrm,  Andrew  Kmiiedy,  Jiihn  P. 
'  Kennedy,  Cmtmirh,  Lewit,  MeCatuInn,  Maclay,  MeCM- 
InimI, McCiHitiKll,  Mcllvaiiie,  Mari*li,  Mortu;,  Nurritf,  Owen, 
Psruenicr,  Pauurann,  Penit,  Emery  I).  Putter,  Pniii,  Ibiiu- 
My,  Obarlea  M.  ItecJ,  Uodliig,  Km-ktrell,  lindiiey,  linger*, 
Sample,  Seheiiek,  Heverancr,  Thoinas  Smith,  Sit^tsnn, 
AndlvwflMwarl.  Huinmeri*,  (3^'kea,  I'hofflaMiin,  Tibbatu, 
THilea,  T^r,  Vance.  Vaiiin'fter,  Viiitoii,  While,  Wil 
liauM,  Wiutarop,  William  VVri0it,  and  Joieph  A.  Wright 

N A V8— Maa»n.  Aahe,  Barrlniiar,  Jamea  A.  Black,  Bow- 
er, BowlJD,  Bnyd,  William  i.  Brawn,  Burt,  (^aMwell, 
Reuben Cbapiiuui.  Aoguatu.  A.  Clia|inian,Otiillon,  Cliiicb, 
Cnn«,Oeberry,  Oelli:t,Oickiii<nii,  Dnuuguole,  Ellis,  Fick 
lin,  French,  Willis  Green.  Ilaralimn,  llnrdin.  Hays,  Rvr- 
rick,  Hntmei,  Houston,  Hlihard,  Hughes,  Hunt^prfnrd, 
James  B.  Uant,  Cliarles  J.  fngermll,  Jainixiin,  Andrrw 
Johu'win,  Predion  King,  Labraaclie,  Lucas,  l.umi>klii.  New- 
ton, Payne,  Puyioii,  Purdy,  llailihuii,  David  S.  Held,  Kheu, 
Pt.  Jnhn,  Bau 'ders,  Senter,  8imnn«,  Stidell,  lioberl  Smith, 
8tUea,^rone.  Sunng,  Tavlac,  TbompwD,  Tucker,  Weal- 
wuith,  and  Woodward— DU. 

So  the  reports  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 
EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATIONS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TIBBATTS,  the  rules  were 
suspended  for  the  purpose  of  disposing  of  the 
business  on  the  Speaker's  table. 


The  following  executive  communications  were 
Inid  before  the  Hous*": 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  Stato,  transmit- 
ting a  report  as  to  why  the  resolutions  offered  by 
Mr.  Shields,  on  the  3d  of  March,  1843,  and  by 
Mr.  CuArMAN, of  Alabama, atthepri-sentsession, 
in  rclrttioii  •>  the  cost  of  articles  imported  from 
foreign  countries,  have  not  been  answered;  which 
letter  was  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  as  to  the 
rule  which  has  governed  the  Department  of  War 
in  the  selection  of  cadets  for  ailmissiop  to  the 
Military  Academy  at  West  Point  for  the  year 
1844. 

A  letter  from  the  Postmaster  General,  trans- 
mitting: 1.  An  abstract  of  the  offers  for  carry- 
ing the  mails  made  within  the  year  preceding  the 
1st  July,  1843.  3.  A  report  of  all  such  land  and 
water  mails  as  have  been  established  within  said 
year.  3.  Of  all  contracts  made  foe  the  transpor- 
tation of  the  mail  within  the  year  aforesaid.  4. 
Of  all  additional  allowances  to  contractors  during 
said  year.  5.  Of  curtailments  of  mail  service  and 
pay  within  the  samu  time'-,  which  letter  and  re- 
port were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  tho  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roada, 

A  loiter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
transmitting  the  amount  of  receipts  in  the  Treas* 
ury  during  the  present  fiscal  year  from  customs, 
from  the  sales  of  public  lands,  and  from  all  other 
sources,  together  with  an  estimate  of  the  public 
receipU  from  the  same  sources  during  the  re- 
mainder of  the  fiscal  year;  which  letter  and  slate- 
menu  were  ordered -to  lie  upon  tho  table.. 

ADJOURNMENT  OP  CONGRESS. 

The  joint  resolution  for  the  adjournment  of 
Congress  on  the  37tfa  day  of  May  next,  was  next 
in  order. 

Mr.  DROMOOOLE  proposed  that  the  further 
consideration  of  the  resolution  be  postponed  until 
the  13ih  of  May.  His  proposition  was,'tlial  the 
House  should  keep  the  resolution  within  its 
power,  until  they  should  be  able  to  determine 
whether  they  would  be  prepared  to  adjourn  on 
that  day,  or  even  sooner,  without  giving  any  in- 
timatioii  of  an  intention  to  prolong  the  aesaion 
beyond  that  time.  He  su|>po<ed  the  proposition 
in  itself  was  a  reasonable  one,  being  so  directly 
ill  consonance  with  the  stata  of  the  business; 
whereas,  if  the  House  were  to  determine  at  once 
upon  an  adjoanimeiit,  it  would  be  binding  upon 
them,  no  matter  what  the  state  of  the  business 
might  be,  no  roattar  what  obstacles  might  be 
thrown  in  the  way  of  the  completion  of  that 
business  by  some  members  of  the  House.  It 
waa  with  this  view  that  he  submitted  the  motion 
of  postponement, 

Mr.  BARRINGER  inquired  whether  the  mo- 
tion was  debatable? 

Mr.  DROMOOOLE  said  he  was  quite  willing 
to  take  the  question  without  debate.     He  then 
moved  a  call  of  the  House. 
.    Upon  this  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  de- 
manded. 

Tt>e  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and  being 
taken,  resulted — yeas  113,  nays  29. 

The  roll  was  then  called;  and  it  was  ascei- 
tained  that  one  hundred  and  sixty-nine  members 
were  present. 

The  absentees  having  been  called, 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  moved  that  all  further  pro- 
ceedings under  the  call  be  dispensed  with. 

The  motion  wits  agreed  to— ayes  83,  noes  71. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Drom- 
coolk's  motion  to  postpone  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  resolution  till  the  13ih  of  May,  ' 
and  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  91,  nays  6a; . 
OS  follows:  I 

TEAS— MeMm.Aslie,Atkiaaon,Edwan)  J.  Block,  BIsek- ' 
wHI,  Bower,  HowHn,  Boyd,  Jacob  Briakrrhoir,  William  J.  ' 
Brown,  Burke,  Burl,  Culdwi-tl,  (Tallin,  Reutren  (ylupmau,  i 
Augustus  A.  Chapman,  Clwppf  II,  Clinton,  Cobb,  Coles,  ' 
(^mss,  Daniel,  Dean,  Drumsonlc,  Duiilap,  Ellis,  Elmer, 
Farlee,  Pirklin,  French,  Hair.  Hamlin,  Hamineli,  Haral-  I 
sua,  Herriek,  Holniva,  Hoffe,  Hopkins,  Uouainn,  Hubard,  ' 
Hubbt'll.llUffhefl,  James  B.  Hum,  Jameson, C^vejolliwoa,  ' 
Gl-ots'^  W.  Jones,  Andrew  Kennedy,  Preston  King,  Kirk* 
Patrick,  Labranclip,  Lcnitard,  Lewis,  Lncos,  Lumpkin,  ! 
mcOuasleii,  McClelland,  MeClentand,  McDowell,  McKay,  ; 
Marsh,  Norris,  Ow4!n,  Payne,  Peitit,  Emery  D.  Potter,  [ 
Pratt,  Purdy,  Ralhbun,  David  S.  Held,  llelle,  Rbcll,  RolKrts,  { 
Rl.  John,  Sample,  Saunders,  Simons,  Simpson,  Slidell,  ' 
Rnbeit  Smith,  Steenrud,  Stiles.  Sinne.  Sykea,  Taylor,  ! 
Tliompson,  Tibbatta,  Tucker,  WcHer,  Wentwonb,  WU- 
liam^.  Wuodw.ird,  and  JoMpb  A.  Wright — 91. 

NAV.'?— .Messrs.  Abbou,  Adams,  Baker,  Rarrlnger,  Bar- 
nard, Bidlack,  James  Black,  Brcngle,  Brodhcad,  Buffing- 


ton,  Carey,  Oarmll,  Cau«in,  Chittnn.  Clin^man.  Cnllaam 
Cranston.  Dana,  Darrash,  Oarrvtt  llnvis,  Orbnrr;,  n4la| 
Dickey,  DiirkiiiMHi,  Fiait.  Fuater,  Raldiuss,  Wtllu  Gftwi, 
Grider,  Hardtii,  ILirpcr,  lluys,  Hudson,  WasUingtim  Hout, 
Cluirles  J.  Iiizersoll,  Josi:pli  K.  liiscrs^ill,  Imn,  Perlej  R. 
Johnson,  Andrt-w  Joltn-on,  John  P.  Kenm-dy,  Mrl^onnrH, 
Mcllvaiiie,  EdwanI  J.  Morris,  NrtTKai,  Peyton,  Ellsba  It. 
Potter,  Cliarlas  M.  Boed,  Uiwkwell,  Boilacy,  Itifer,, 
Scheuck,  :juniLT,  :jcverancc,  Caleb  B.  Sujitb,  Suoimsrs, 
ThoinossOH,  Tilden,  Tyler,  Vance.  V.1cuiMer,  Vinton, 
Wethered,  White,  VVintbrop,  and  WjlHam  IVtiglii-6i. 

The  several  bills  received  from  the  Senate  wtre 
read  twice,  and  appropriately  referred  toatanitin; 
committees. 

THE  TARIFF. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INOERSOLL,  from  the  CommitiM 
o°f  Ways  and  Means,  asked  permission  to  make 
a  minority  report  on  the  subject  of  the  tariff. 

Objection  was  made. 

Mr.J.  R.  INOERSOLL  moved  a  suspenAoBoT 
the  rules,  to  enable  him  to  make  the  report. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  rales  wtn 
accordingly  suspended. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INOERSOLL  presented  his  report, 
and  moved  that  as  many  copies  be  prialed  as  of 
the  majority  report,  hitherto  ordered. 

Mr.  WELLER  objected. 

Mr.J.  R.  INOERSOLL  moved  asnspcnsionof 
the  rules,  to  enable  him  to  make  that  morion. 

Some  conversation  ensued;  after  which  the 
vote  was  taken — ayes  73,  noes  40,  being  less  tlian 
majority  of  two  tiiirds. 

Mr.  WHITE  rose  and  called  for  the  yeai  and 
nays.  •   • 

Objections  were  made  to  the  eall  for  the  jta 
and  nays  on  the  ground  titat  it  was  made  too 
late. 

Mr.  WHITE  said  it  was  not  too  laie,  fur  he 
addressed  the  Chair  before  the  vote  was  an- 
nounced. 

Some  conversation  ensued;  in  the  course  of 
which  it  WAS  understood  that  if  the  House  nov 
adjourned  this  subject  would  come  ap  as  unia- 
ished  business  to-morrow. 

Mr.  WINPHROP  hoped   the  House  would 

Cermit  the  report  to  be  presented,  as  the  unff 
ill   waa  expected  to  be  taken  tip  on  Tuesday 
next. 

The  motion  to  print  was  agreed  to,  leaving  tbe 
question  respecting  the  extra  numbers  to  go  ow 
as  unfinished  business. 
The  House  then  adjourned- 


The  rollowing  petitions,  prekented  la  Hy,  were  I 
to  the  reporters  1^  the  rocmbnrs  preseutiog  them : 

By  Mr.  BRODHEAD:  TIm  ueiMonal  oT  WiHiaa  B. 
Knowlea  and  sixty  fHhers,  ciiiaens  of  l^arbon  cooaty,  fas- 
aylvoiila,  against  a  repeal  or  alteratioa  of  tbt  tariff  law  a 

ista. 

AM,  one  of  like  import  of  John  Merwine  sad  Biiny-sMsa 
mliers,  citixens  nf  Monroe  county,  Ponnaylyania. 

By  Mr.  ANIIEKdUN  ;  The  pelilionor  JonaUian  Bartow, 
Henry  Eimcx,  and  oUiers,  ciliaena  of  Rfickland  I^Mtj, 
New  Vork,  askingCongrass  to  iiaporfS  on  acwing  aredtass 
duty  equal  to  iwputy  live  per  ceiii.  per  tlieosaud ;  andsa 
fancy  needles  (such  as  carpet,  rug,  loopiuf ,  laekiag,  tar- 
genns',  anil  upe  kneedlea,  and  knittiiif  ptas)  a  datysr 
thirty  per  cent,  ad  catoreia,  to  procecl  tliem  from  UlcMRM- 
oos  elTuru  making  by  the  foreifn  maauflwiaitn  sad  Ikes 
agents  in  this  country,  to  ileatruy  tlieir  esiaMislmwat  ia  in 
iniaiicy ;  wtaicli  was  mfarred  to  tbe  Conunituc  at  niyi 
and  Means.  • 

By  Mr.  PARMENTBR:  The  peiitinn  of  WiRiM  H. 
BiiMfi-tnn  aiul  one  liundred  and  twenty  Ave  oahers.qiiaess 
uf  Frnm:ngliam,  Massachusetts,  prayinf  lliat  Um  iai*>t 
tariff  law  may  rem:iin  undisiurued. 

By  Mr.  KENNEDY,  of  Indiaim :  The  memorial  of  9a» 
net  Bigger.  David  Wallace,  i.ewia  6.  Thompaoa,  "^^ 
hundted  and  eighty  otlierM,  citizeua  of  Allen  cnsaty,  ladl- 
aiia.  praying  Congress  to  apprupriate  ihe  aasoU  laa^  * 
Indiana  and  Illinois  for  Ihe  itm»mveai.*nt  of  tbe  Wa*a* 
river,  below  th-  mouth  or'  the  Tippecanoe ;  whieb  waaia- 
farred  tn  ilie  ComHiiUm*  of  the  WItola  House. 

By  Mr.  SLIDELL  :  The  peiiuon  of  ili«  Meiicaa  Gait 
Railroad  t^impaiiy,  lor  remtskooit  nf  duties  on  iraa ;  wises 
waa  referrPd  to  Ihc  Comimltceon  COHin>efc«. 

By  Mr.  HUGHES  :  The  memorial  of  citizens  of  nw 
and  l.ivingaton  coanlias,  Misaoari,  asking  l^ongtf*  ts  sP' 
propriaie  money  Ibr  ilie  purpose  of  ioapivviag  westcxahr- 
ers,  St.  Louis  barlxir.  Jcc. 

By  Mr.  CALDWELL:  Tlie  petition  of  tbeh«raBf  8w» 
and  iamea Craig,  deceased,  praying  an  aHosvaoee, »»*'•' 
pnwisiona  of  tlie  act  of  the  7ih  July,  1838,  In  cniisidsraiais 
of  tlie  revolutionary  services  of  their  fiULber ;  arbsA  wai 
refesred  to  Uie  Committee  on  RevolutionAry  Praswas. 

By  Mr.  RAMSEY :  'Hie  peiiiiua  of  A.  H.  McDg«M 
Hngh  Sievenaoit,  and  sixty  others,  citixeaa  of  Sdwyttw 
county,  Permsylvania,  praceaiiog  against  aaj  imctfcnses 
Willi  Ule  tariff  of  IMS. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Francis  Daniel ,  Mark  Tliuisis.  "* 
ninety  others,  of  the  same  county  and  State  j  tbe  pttSissw 
Daniel  Kareber,  Janes  McKenna, and  fony  athen.dt^sa* 
of  the  aaoie  county  and  State .  tbe  petitton  of  Mos^S"'*; 
singer,  Nicholas  Jones,  and  nuuiemus  otfaeia.  citisnstf 
the  same  county  and  Sute  ;  and  tba  petitiaoaf  6.  *•  tin- 
er,  D.  B.  Bpply,  and  thin;  Ave  otlien,  ciiizeos  sf  I 
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county.  I*ctui«ylvfiiiia. — nil  ttnite.xttii:;  nsnuist  nny  itilprfer- 
eiicc  Uilli  lli4?  hirifT  *ii  1&4'J. 

iJy  .\|f.  IVCrilLKI:;!):  .\  i.i«*m'»ri.il  from  A  E  Wnlk»'r 
•ltd  uuc  huiulruil  iiiMl  lll^y  ullit* r»,  oiliErn^  ut  tlie  iif  iglUKtr- 
hfHid  of  GIIicoii'h  Mills.  .Marvl:iiicl,  reiii<Mi8irutiii][  iigHiiHl 
any  cltKiigu  in  ilie  prt^Kunt  lafiil'  law. 


IN  SENATE. 
FmoAV,  ^Ipril  5,  1844. 
Mr.  BAYARD  prcsi-nird  n  mrrnoritil  from 
RiclinrJ  A.  Gnl|>iii,  prnymg:  llial  nil  i-xamiimllori 
may  l>e  inncj**  of  n  plan  [n-.|i«r»'d  by  him  for  tliH 
Crtnstrnriinn  of  a  drv-f!ork.  Tlif  pftiMoner  dt*- 
eirea  ilinl  tiicrt-  ahould  lu.  nn  nflicinl  report  upon 
ii.  The  in**rii  of  ihf  pl;ui  ronsiBrs  in  diapiMisniu; 
with  the  expensive  process  of  pilm?. 

The  mcmorijil  was  rofciTfd  to  ilie  Commtttee 
on  Nnviil  Allaira. 

Mr.  SliVJI'Lli  prpsentpd  «  memorial  from  the 
Mayor  and  Hld>rmrn  of  ihf  city  nf  Nanvoo,  in 
Hancock  conniy,  Illinois,  pravirig  ihat  iho  pow- 
er* and  privilr^i-a  of  a  ti'rritonnl  ^ovcrnmifni  may 
be  cxitndrd  to  that  ciiv;  whicli  ivu.s  referred  to 
the  Cnmmiiiee  on  the  jndif-niry. 

Also.R  puiiiion  from  three  tliMiiannd  four  hiin- 
dr"d  and  nineteen  cili7."ns  nf  Haneock  cniiniy, 
Illinois,  setting  torth  various  trrievtmces  to  which 
they  have  lieen  Ftilijected,  and  |>rHyin^  thai  Con- 
gress may  grunt  to  them  such  relief  aa  they  think 
proper;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  UmCKSK  presented  tli.'  memorial  of  Pierre 
Choteau,  jr.,  Lonis  Meiinrd,  and  others,  of  St 
Louts,  praying  'or  the  contirmatimi  of  a  Iriict  of 
land  in  Iowa,  known  na  the  Dtitinqne  claim, 
granird  iiy  the  Unrfui  d<- Carondelei  in  I7!)G;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Cointuittec  on  Private  Land 
Claiina. 

Mr.  PE.'\RC15  presented  a  memorial  from 
Greenljury  Grtflin,  praytn::  compinstition  for  a 
(clinoner  cnpinred  liy  tiie  British  during  the  late 
war,  while  emf>Ioyed  in  the  Government  service; 
which  wus  referred  to  the  Coinmiitee  on  Claims.- 
Also,  a  inenional  from  three  hnndred  employ- 
ers and  joiirneynien  t;iilor8  in  the  city  of  FJftlti- 
moie,  pruyiii'i  Ciingri  ss  ntx  to  reilnce  the  duly 
on  iiUportcd  ready-niade  elotliing;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Coiiiinittee  oil  Commerce. 

Also,  i-esolntions  i>f  llie  Ijcgi^lature  of  Mary- 
land,  urping  upon  Coii^^ress  the  pritpriely  of 
makinjj  tlie  hriiljjes  ov4.r  the  Fiistern  hruuch  of 
the  Piuomac  free  Inid^es;  wliich  were  refern  d  to 
the  Committee  on  ilie  Oi&trict  of  Coliimljia,  and 
ordered  to  I'e  print)  tl. 

.Also,  r<«olutions  of  the  Lesislaturc  of  Mary- 
land, proposing  furiht-r  let;ialation  for  the  secu- 
rity of  nmaters  whose  slaves  have  escapi'd,  or 
may  I  scape,  from  their  s«  rvice;  whictiweie  re- 
ferred ti>  the  Coinmi'iie  on  the  Judiciary,  and 
ordered  to  lie  [>riiited. 

Mr.  UPII  AM  presented  n  lenioiislranct  signed 
by  K  gieai  noniUer  of  the  ciiizcn.-i  of  Troy,  0.- 
Icans*  comity,  Vermont,  solenii.ly  prote.sliii'' 
against  the  aiinexalion  of  Texas,  by  treaty  or 
any  ntlier  modi',  to  ihe  Cniled  States,  as  danger- 
ous to  the  perpettiily  of  the  Onion;  al.so,  a  peti- 
lion,  gisiiid  by  n  iiuiiibir  nf  citizens  of  Heii- 
drick,  Vermont,  of  a  like  import;  which  were 
referriKj  tfi  the  Coinmiitee  on  H'oreign  R.-Iations. 
.Mr  lUJCllAN.AN  present  fifteen  mtniorials 
from  difli  rent  parts  of  tlu'  Slate  c»f  PiMinsylvaiiia, 
very  iiiiinerously  «i;;iied,  asking  thai  no  clmiige 
may  be  made  in  the  existing  tariff,  unless  it  was 
demioisirated  by  'tisc.  rtaiued  I'ncts  that  siicli 
chaiiji;  was  necessary;  which  were  referred  to 
the  Cuniiiiittee  on  Kinance. 

ALsii,  a  memorial  Ni'^^iied  by  Tobias  Harper 
Mnfliell,  of  Waterford,  Erie  county,  Peiinsyl- 
vaiiin,  iiiiplorin;  Congress  "that  it  will  iioi,  in 
any  considenitimi,  assent  lo  the  Federal  annexa- 
tion of  tile  Kepublir  of  'I'exas  with  our  tlniled 
Stales;"  »vliieli  was  referred  to  the  Coinmiitee  on 
I*'on  igii  Itelntions. 

-Mr.  PHELPS  presented  a  memorial,  signed 
by  a  lni;:e  number  of  ciijzens  of  Crown  Point, 
county  of  Essex,  New  York,  remonstrating,  in 
Ibe  most  derided  terms, against  any  alteration  in 
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'  thft  ixisiiiig   tnnfl";    wliicii    was   referrt'd    lo  the 
I  Coinmirir(>  on  riM.inrc. 

I  Mr.  CRITTENDEN  asked  and  obtained  leave 
to  oiTiT  rt  peliiioi)  from  seven  or  eight  gttiulcineii, 
cH]<ifiii)s  of  militury  companies  in  the  District  of 
I  Columbin,  iiskin<^  for  u  law  to  Hiuhorize  those 
ronipaniffl  to  lie  incorporated.  He  supposed  it 
oui;hl  to  he  nferred  to  the  Coinmiitee  on  the  Dis- 
I  Irict  of  Cohinihia. 

!       Mr.  KING  sngiTHsted  ilmt  the  reference  ahould 

I  be  lo  the  Conimitiee  on  ilic  Militia.     This  was  a 

commitiee  raised  purpost  |y  to  lake  churije  of  a 

particuJHr  8uhJ('c(.     Hr  was  anxious  to  give  that 

committer  an  opportunity  —  the  only  one  they  had 

as  yet — of  acting. 

I       Tlie  question    was    taken   on  the  original   mo- 

I  lion;  vnd  the  petiiitm  was   ref-rred   to  the  Com- 

;  mitiee  on  the  Disiiir.i  of  ColuunI>ia. 

1      Mr.  VVIirj'E  presented  a  memorial  from  ihc 

'  Indian  Missionary  Association  of  LouisvilJc.'ask- 

,  in^;  an  »ppropriaiion  for  ameliorating  the  condi- 

,  Hon  (if  (he  Indians;  and  that  surh  portion  of  the 

1  Intiians  as  were  seilted  and  in  n  civilized  condition 

I  siiould  be  aitowt^d  to  send  repreuenratives  or  drl- 

etjatL'S  to  Coni^ress.      He  moved  the  reference  of 

I  the  memorial  lo  ihe  Coinmiitee  on  Indian  Alfairs, 

'  and  that  llit?  memorial  be  printed, 

!      The  memorial  was  reftMied   to  the  Committee 

on  Indian  Alfairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
I      Mr.HANNEG.AN  presented  a  document,  be- 
I  ing  a  fllatement  of  the  facts  in  relation  to  a  land 
warrant   luld   by  Coloml  William  Scolt,  and  ac- 
companied by  u  prayer  that  the  warrant  may  b« 
Ittcaied  under  the  act  of  1816:  which  was  referred 
I  to  tiie  Committee  on  Puliiic  Lands. 
GEORGE  liAKRi.SUN. 
Mr.  PHELPS,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
to  wiiicli  was  recommitted  their  adverse  report  on 
the  petition  of  George  Harrison,  for  commissions 
on  Certain  dishursemenis,  made  another  report 
adviTse  to  ihr  prayer  of  tlie  peiilion;  which  was" 
ordered  to  liu  on  the  tablr. 

Several  advurse  r^-ports  of  standing  commttiees 
on  private  claims  were  laken  up,  and  concurred 
in  LJy  the  Senate. 

WAKP.llAM  KINGSI.EY. 

The  resolution  repoiud  from  (he  Committee  on 
Clnuns,  refrmng  to  the  Secretary  (»f  iheTreasury, 
with  a  view  of  fliciiiiii;  infurmaiion  relative  there- 
to, the  application  of  Warelumi  Klngsjey  for  the 
payment  of  a  sum  of  money  for  rurnishing  stone 
lo  the  UiMied  Slates  under  contrat.t,  was  taken  up 
and  adopted. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr.  EVANS  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; whicIi,  under  the  rule,  lies  one  diiy  on  the 
table: 

Rctvlicd,  'J'hat  ih"  IVojiidcm  oiiJif!  United  atnlen  Im  re- 
quested (11  cntniauiileiite  tft  ilic  tSenaie.  it',  in  his  opinion, 
c<Miip:in(i|i'  wKli  the  public  interest.  eii|iiefl  <it  iiH  eniiMiiiirti- 
CdiifiiiM  reerived  xlitee  lite  la^-'l  ndjinirituieni  uf  ('iiiigreti^ 
iriMii  her  l(cn:iiiiiie  MiiJefty'iiE  (•<iveriiiiteiti,  either  tln«>u^li 
liiT  Htivay  l^^-.triiiirdiiiJiiy  ii:i(t  JMiiii!it4.-r  l*|eiit|io|en(inry,  »r 
ihrouuh  liie  Aaieriran  iMnn.--ter  (o  Umt  Court,  indicatiiiu  ihc 
|iur|>(h>etf  ofttiiit  laoveriinieiir.  nr  it-i  di''tMk<ittnii.  or  i\^  want 
lit  |mrpiK>-  «ir  dibpOt^itiiMi  l<>  iiileri'ere  in  any  w:iy  with  tlin 
tifluit:*  rii  'I'eXiis,  nr  liirin  liny  puliticiil  eonneeiiuM  Willi  tliut 
repiihlic,  tr>;!L*Uier  witli  copiu^  01  all  aiifiwers  to  tuch  ciiia- 
iniiniciiiiiin!!. 

Mr.  SlilMPLE  suhmiited  the  Hdlowing  reaolu- 
lion;  which,  under  the  rule,  lies  one  day  on  the 
lal.te: 

lienolrcd,  That  the  Prcpidenl  of  ihe  Uiiiied  Stnte*  be  re- 
i|Ue>teit  tn  eiiiiirnnnieaie  in  till'  Seiiiile  nil  h»-  li  iiir'uriniUMin 
(ihi!  ptiliheaiton  ii(  whieli  witl  nui  Ik;  prejudtcuil  (u  the  pub- 
lic service)  »•)  will  flitiw  Ihe  tiiniiitimi  ol  the  ehtini-'  nf  thu 
etiizeii'<oi  Ihe  (*ni'rd  SiaieH  hqhiiii^i  Uie  i:nv  Itepublic  <»f 
Ciilninbiji ;  whether  Uiere  »■*  any  prn}<peci  oi  a  stMilemeiii  ol 
the  pjiiie  ;  und  wlieilier  ii  if  or  i-i  not  iiece.-t>Hry  inr(*oii{{ret* 
It)  iidopi  ineii.-^urei)  fur  Ilie  vpeedya^-seiiinii  ol' the  just  rights 
oC  the  cliiinmiitti. 

PAY  OF  THE   ARMY. 

The  bill  from  the  Hon.se  regulating  the  pay  of 
llie  Army  of  (he  United  States  und  for  other  pur- 
poses, was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Afl'airs. 

INDEMNITY   TO  OFFICERS   AND   SEAMEN. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BAYAftD,  the  previous  or- 
ders of  the  day  were  postponed,  and  the  Senate 


took  up  for  consideration  the  bill  supplemantary 
to  the  act  entitled  **An  act  (o  re^nlale  the  pay  of 
the  Navy  of  the  United  Slates,"  as  follows: 

Be  it  eimrted  hji  tke  Stmafr  atul  Iliuieof  RepresentalivoM 
oftlif.  Uuiied  SUiteto/jimeiica  in  C^it^rrstaxsemh  eif.  Thai 
bo  iiiiieh  of  the  ftr"!  »eetioii  oC  iln-  net  entith-d  •*  An  net 
to  re;;uline  the  piy  r\\'  iiie  Niivy,"  Hpproved  tlie  3d  of 
.Mari'h,  Iti3.>.  hh  proviil<-i>ihiii(itHcer.sicni|»<iriirilypufrorniin«; 
tiM!  dune.«  beloni'iim  in  tho.-<e  oi  u  higher  |;rai|e  ^liiiH  receivt! 
the  ennipeur^ation  nUowed  to  liueli  hi:;her  Knde  while  actu- 
Hhy  fu  einpluyeil.aiiil  hImo  Ihe  iwehlli  section  of  ihe  act  en- 
titled "An  aei  lo  re)[iilute  the  piiv  ol'  ptir.ter.-4  otid  uihcr  otD- 
cer^  of  the  N;ivy,"  upproved  Augu^i  33,  1842,  Imj,  and  the 
>ain"  are  hen-hy,  repealed. 

Skc.  'i.  ^itiil  he  it  fttriher  eiiaclcd.  Thru  whenever  any 
liliip  or  vvfuvl  of  Uie  t.'nited  Siaien  t^hiill  be  loM.  hv  ship- 
wreck or  oiherwi^te.an  nllowance  tnhiill  be  made  to  the  ofli- 
oer-  Hud  eri'w  ol  HUrh  Vhip,  lor  los^ed  pU<:iiiined  l)y  ibein, 
aecordiii!;  lo  Hueh  iceale  and  under  pucIi  re<julniionff  aiiitlinll 
he  eKiablwh'-d  by  the  Navy  l)ep;iritnent :  Provulcd^  That 
tlie  entire  nllowance  to  eiicli  itidividoal.  in  the  respective 
t(rade-t.».h:ill  not  exceeit  ihe  fo|]oi\  iii?>uin!<,  to  wit:  (he  funi 
ni'.'^S'M)  to  a  cnptiiin  ;  theiinnt  of  ifiiOO  in  a  connaander ;  ihn 
FUiii  of  .f5lKt  to  a  heiiien.inl  coniinnnding;  the  t^iiui  of  S^.'iO 
to  a  lieuienani,  siirzenn,  ao^i'iant  loircenii.  purser,  captnia 
or  licniehani  ninianneti.  ehnpiain,  pro)e»>or  of  iiiaibeiiiHi- 
ictt,  fieereinry  lo  enj|itnai)df>roi  >)i|nndrr>n,  or  riailjiig  inafiier  ; 
the  Huni  ot  ■'^-jOO  to.a  passed  ninliibipnniti.  ina^ier'^  mate, 
iind-bipuian.  or  cleik  ;  the  Mini  of  ^|0U  in  n  honiiiwnin, 
IfiitiiHT,  failuiitker,  or  earpenter' ;  tlie  fiuni  of  tweniy-flve 
(|ollar}<  i«  any  petty  orticer.  K(*rg>'nnt,nrcur|»oral  of  miirinetj; 
the  b^iiin  nf  twenty  doIlarK  lo  n  KPuma  i  or  marine  ;  and  the 
ttiini  ni  rtiteen  dollars  to  a  hoy:  jjud  jirouidrd  ftniher.  That 
by  Ihe  sentence  of  a  court  uiartiat,  tvhieh  fhnll  Ih*  held  ut 
inqinre  into  lite  Ut-9  nf  biicli  itbip  or  vessel,  uo  blaiae  hhall 
attaeh  In  the  appheant. 

Skc.  3.  ^nd  lie  ii  fartht'  ennetcd,  Thni  Uie  proviKiOD  :>f 
Ihe  Kecniit  ."eeiinn  of  the  act  In  whieh  ihii*  Ih  n  fiipptetneni, 
which  allows  tin  reiii^  p'-r  mile  for  traveling  expeiisew, 
shall  ht;  d''eiiiett  ami  taken  |i>  apply  only  to  traveling  when 
lind<:rurd<-r(>.  witlon  ihe  liiiiiU  of  the  (j'niti-d  Staler;  and  iu 
all  tuber  vnsi'it  of  iravehns,  when  under  order-,  in  a  foreign 
ciHintry,  or  of  oi}ieer^  flojnif  upon  or  reiurniiii;  from  fnre ijcn 
fervit-e.  when  under  imler^,  or  returning  upon  nick  Itckei, 
when  ill  either  ea>e  they  cannot  obtain  past^afie  in  a  putjlic 
vftsnel,  Hie  actual  and  neee^j-ary  iravelin;  expeni^e.-*,  or  ibe 
ii^'iinl  and  nece^.^Rry  parisnge  numey  neiunlly  paid,  ohall  he 
alh/wed.  under  t-iieti  ri-;;ii)utioiis  lis  dball  be  eaiahlitihed  by 
the  Navy  I)*  pnrinient. 

Hkc.  4.  ^Hft  he  it  further  enacte-t,  Tliai  the  officer*  and 
crew  of  the  Ifniiid  Siaies  Kti-ani  (thip  Mi^>-ouii.  and  itio  of 
fir-ers  and  crew  of  ihe  Uniied  Stater  j*loop  of  war  Peacock, 
Kiinll  he  entith'd  to  the  benelfi  of  the  provisions  contained 
in  Ihe  Keeotnl  Nei-iiuii  of  iliin  act. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BAYARD,  the  proviso  to 
the  second  Keciion  was  amended  by  striking  out, 
after  the  word  *'  sutfieon,**  the  words  "  assistant 
surgeon,"  and  \u  insert  ihose  words  in  the  samtf 
proviso,  after  ihi*  words  **  passed  midshipman;" 
and  lo  suhsiitute  for  *'  seaman,"  in  the  same  pro- 
viso, the  word.-*  "ordinary  siam*"!!,  landsmen, 
musicians;"  and  also  suhstitute  ^150  for  flOU,  as 
the  allowance  lo  the  boaiswaiji,  gunner^  sail- 
mnker,  or  carpenter. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  remark.-d,  that,  by  the  fourth 
section  of  the  bill,  he  found  provision  was  made  for 
llie  officers  and  crew  of  (he  aloop-of-war  Peacock 
— that  is.  that  the  ben'  fus  of  ilie  second  si-ction 
of  the  bill  were  conferred  upon  them.  The  last 
proviso  of  the  second  section  required  that  there 
shall  be  a  court-martial  lo  d«;cide  whether,  in  thts 
loss  of  such  ship  or  vessel,  no  blame  At(ache«  to 
the  applicant  for  the  benefits  of  ihat  tection.  It 
was  evident  that  lln:  loss  nf  tlie  Peacock  was  one 
(according  to  the  Itnown  faci^)  of  such  a  cliarac- 
ter  that,  by  no  possibiliiy,  could  Idame  attacli  to 
those  on  bourd  (hat  vessel.  To  avoid  any  ditH- 
cutly,  therefore,  to  those  on  board  that  tessel  in 
the  attainment  of  the  hene6ls  of  ihe  second  sec- 
tion, he  Ruugestcd  lo  (he  chairman  of  lite  Com- 
miilce  on  Naval  Affnirs  the  propriity  of  striking 
ou(  ihai  part  requiring  a  court-martial  to  decide 
on  the  npplieations. 

Mr.  (iAVARO  remarked  that  this  was  n  gen- 
eral bill,  and  it  was  projHT  that  [trovision  should 
be  made  for  a  court-martial.  If  it  was  the  iso- 
lated case  of  ihe  Peacock,  such  a  provision  might 
not  be  necesssary.  The  fourth  seriion,  how- 
ever, provided  that  ihe  crew  of  the  Peacock  shall 
be  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the  second  section. 
There  was  nothing  in  it  which  made  il  imptrativ*^ 
that  applications  of  those  on  board  that  vessel 
should  be  decided  by  a  court-niariial.  If  ihe  Sen- 
ator from  Ohio,  however,  denired  it,  he  could 
move  an  amendmenl,  malting  the  last  proviso  ta 
the  second  section  inapplicable  lo  tlie  crew  of  ihe 
Peacock. 
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Mr.  TAPPAN  prcferrcil  thnl  the  cliairmnn  of 
tliu  Niival  Cnminiilce  [Mr.  )!ay.vrd]  should  iiiuUe 
•  the  nioi'iximcnt. 

Mr.  BAYARD  remarked  that  he  would  rather 
not  innke  any  such  amendment.  It  would  be  in. 
the  power  otihe  Secretary  to  order  a  court-mar- 
tial or  not,  ill  his  discretion.  It  would  coat  the 
officers  and  crew  of  the  Peacock  notliin?  to  sub- 
ject their  conduct  to  the  invesiigailon  of  n  court- 
■nariiiil.  Jt  was  necessary  to  presKrve  that  con- 
diiion  as  a  general  provision.  It  was  sound,  lie 
believed,  03  a  general  provision.  There  was  some 
diversity  of  opinion,  at  any  rate,  as  to  tlie  loss  of 
that  vessel;  and  to  subject  those  on  board  to  the 
conditions  of  a  rourt-muriial,  would  entirely  ex- 
empt them  from  blame,  if  tliey  were  blameless. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  remarked  that tlicie  were  those 
on  board  the  Peacock  who  lost  valuable  libraries, 
who  should  be  entitled  to  some  relief  for  such 
loss — as  much  so  as  the  officers  and  seamen.  If 
provision  was  made  for  the  losses  ofany  on  board , 
It  should  be  made  also  for  those  cases.  There 
was  no  law  at  present  which  compelled  the  Sec- 
retary to  order  a  courl-rnartial;  but  the  practice 
had  been,  he  believed,  where  there  wns  any  doubt, 
to  make  such  an  order.  When  there  was  no  doubt 
in  the  mind  of  that  officer,  not  only  that  those  con- 
cerned were  entirely  free  from  blame,  but  used 
exertion  to  prevent  the  loss  of  that  v^scl,  no 
court  ought  to  be  instituted.  .Those  on  board 
that  vessel  had  been  already  exculpated;  it  would 
therefore  be  incurring  a  useless  expense  to  the 
Government  toorderacourt-martial.  He  thought 
it  was  wrong  to  require  the  head  of  the  Depart- 
ment, against  his  own  judgment,  to  order  one. 
He  suggested  these  things  to  the  chairman  of  the 
Naval  Committee.  He  had  no  disposition  to  in- 
terfere with  the  bill;  but  he  believed  it  was  but 
^'ust  that  some  provisions  should  be  made  for  the 
osses  of  the  scientific  men. 

Mr.  BAYARD  had  no  objection  that  the  sci- 
entific men  should  be  |>rnvided  for.  This  was, 
however,  a  general  bill,  prospective  in  its  nature, 
ond  special  cases  of  that  character  could  not  well 
be  provided  for.  Provision  could  be  made  in  a 
separate  bill  for  the  scientific  men.  The  second 
section  of  the  bill  expressly  provides  thnt  the 
officers  and  crew  shall  be  entitled  to  the  benefits 
of  acourt-martial — not  that  there  must  be  a  court- 
martial.  This  general  pirovision  wns  introduced 
by  the  advice  of  a  high  and  experienced  naval 
officer.  He  sent  the  bill  to  Commodore  Morris, 
and  the  amendments  he  sent  to  the  chair  were 
suggested  by  him.  The  general  texture  and  char- 
acter of  the  bill  met  his  approbation,  and  the  pro- 
vision for  the  court-martial  especially.  That 
provision  would  preveiitany  charge  of  favoritism. 

Mr.  ALLEN  had  his  doubts  whether  it  was 
better  to  pass  a  general  law  of  this  character,  or 
to  legislate  for  special  eases  as  iliey  rose.  He 
suggested  to  the  chairman  of  the  Naval  Commit- 
tee, wliether  it  would  not  be  more  advisable, 
where  (osses  of  this  character  occurred,  to  pass 
taws  founded  upon  the  particular  circumstances 
of  the  case.  iMr.  A.  then  alluded  to  the  great 
distance  those  vessels  of  war  were  from  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  many  cases,  and  the  mode  in  which 
the  crews  are  governed — who,  he  said,  were  sub- 
jecltd  to  the  will  of  one  man — to  show  how  im- 
portant it  was  that  Congress  should  be  discreet 
in  its  legislation,  and  do  no  act  which  might  be 
an  inducement  for  those  officers  to  become  negli- 
gent, or  to  be  less  vigilant  than  they  were.  All 
possible  inducements  should  be,  on  the  other 
tiand,  applied- to  make  tliem  vigilant, and  regard- 
ful of  the  scfety  of  the  vessel,  and  the  property 
of  the  Qovernment,  and  the  prosperity  of  those 
on  board. 

This  bill  contained  a  principle  of  insurance  in 
favor  of  commanders  of  vessels  against  the  risks 
of  the  ocean.  He  suggested,  whether  it  would 
not  have  a  better  effect  on  the  service  to  withdraw 
all  thoseconsiderationa  of  indemnity  which  might 
have  an  influence  on  the  minds  of  the  officers. 
He  was  willing  to  concede,  that  in  eases  of  losses 
by  shipwreck,  or  otherwise,  where  no  blame  could 
attach^  to  the  officers  or  crew,  those  sustaining 
the  loss  should  be  indemnified  to  a  particular  ex- 
tent. Suppose. a  vessel  was  lost  by  negligence: 
by  this  law,  every  man  on  board, except  the  sail- 
ing-master, would  be  entitled  to  compensation  for 
losses.  In  the  case  of  the  loss  of  a  ship  under 
circumstance*  which  forbade  the  presumption 
tliai  there  was  any  fault  to  be  altaciied  to  those 
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on  board,  it  was  proper  that  they  should  be  in 

'  di'ninili'Ml  for  In^.-ii-s;  but  lie  had  strong  doubts  of  ; 

'  the  propriety  of  I  ho  policy  of  the  Goveriimeiit  to  i 

enter  into  a  (reneral  insurance  of  nil  the  property 

I  of  all  the  officers  intrusted  to  the  command  of  our  j 

vcssel.i.  tic  btlicved  such  a  policy  would  have 
\  a  tendency  to  relax  that  exquisite  vigilance  which 
!  commanders  in  the  Navy  should  have.  tLaeh 
I  case,  as  it  occurred,  should  stand  on  its  own  pe- 
:  cular  circumstances.  Congress  should  indemnify 
i  as  losses  occur,  and  nut  hold  out  a  reward  in 
j  advance, 

I      M  r.  WOODBURY  said  he  supposed  the  chair- 
il  man  of  the  Nuval  Committee  was  anxious  to 
I  settle  the  details  of  the  bill,  before  discussing  its 
i  general  principles.     He  would,  therefore,  make 
j  iio  remarks  at  this  time  on  the  latter;  but  would 
'  take   the   liberty  to  inquire,  as  to  the   former, 
!  whether  the  present  provisions  were  intended  to 
i  extend  relief  to  any  cases  where  the  officers  and 
{  crew,  or  a  large  p.-trt  of  them,  were  lost  with  the  i 
;  vessel.'     If  they  .did  not,  as  seemed  to  be  the  im-  I 
;  port  of  the  language  used,  why  omit  to  provide  I 
i  for  such  cases  by  a  general  bill,  and  provtide  for  [ 
i  those  cuses  where  only  the  vessel  is  lost.'  Special 
:  provision  in  every  case  could  be  made,  to  be  sure,  \ 
I  in  eilher  class;  but  it  was  difficult   to  see  why  : 
'  there  ought  ni>t  to  be  a  general  provision  in  one  i 
I  class  as  well  as  the  other.     It  was  no  answer  lo  j 
I  this  that  pensions  might  exist,  in  case  of  death 
I  — alloweti  to  a  widow  or  children  for  the  loss  of 
j  husband  and  father;  because  ihere  was  n  loss  of 
I  private  property  in  both  cases,  and  usually  A 
i  greater  loss,  when  bothcrcwani'  ves.sel  perished; 
i  and   the  sui^istion  was,  whether  this   loss  of  . 
i  property  ouglii  not,  in  some  degree  to  be  made  j 
1  up,  in  wrecks  like  the  Grampus  and  SeaGull,nn  ' 
I  less  than  in  those  like  the  Missouri  and  Peacock 
I  — and  made  up  to  the  heirs  or  nc.ir  relatives  of 
I  the  deceased,  as  well  as  in  the  other  cases  to  the 
officers  and  men  surviving;  and  if,  in  one  class 
of  cases,  you  do  it  by  a  general,  permanent  law, 
I  why  not  do  it  in -the  same  way  in  the  other 
{  class .' 

Mr.  BAYARD  was  understood  to  lemark  that 
I  there  could  be  but  two  classes — the  widows  and 
I  children  of  those  lost  on  board;  and  the  |>eiisiuii 
-4aw  already  provided  for  those  two  classes. 

Mr.  BAYARD  admitted  that  there  was  some 
force  in  the  observation  of  the  Senator  from  Ohio; 
j  but  with  reeai'd  to  the  apprehensions  ho  eiiier- 
I  tained,  the  best  guide  which  we  can  have  is  the 
{  experience  of  the  British  Government,  which  has 
{  a  standing  provision  for  cases  of  this  kind  in  its 
naval  taws.     It  is  not  designed  to  indemnify  in- 
dividuals on  board  our  Navy  foe  all  their  losses, 
in  cases  of  shipwreck  or  accident;  but,  in  pnriic- 
iilar  cases,  to  muke  some   provision  for   them. ' 
Their  cxenions  in  emergencius,  such  as  accidents 
at  sea,  are  all  directed  to  the  preservation  of  the 
public  property;  for  the  discipline  of  the  service 
i  necessarily  demands  ihair  whole  attention  to  that 
'  end.    Now,  they  can  give  so  little  care  to  their 
own  personal  property,  that  it  often  happens  the 
officers  and  men  escape  barely  with  their  lives, 
in  the  clothes  they  wear.     It  was  not  intended  by 
tl]is  bill  lo  indemnify  them  for  the  loss  of  prop- 
erty they  actually  sustained  in  such  coses,  u^t  to 
make  some  provision  in  part  for  their  loss,  and 
to  a  very  limited  extent. 

M  r.  C  HO  ATE  rose  only  to  express  a  hope  that  ! 
the  chairman  of  the  Nuval  Committee  would  not 
press  a  bill  so  novel  and  important  beyond  the  : 
stage  of  amendment,  without  time  for  due  delib-  . 
cration.     lie  was  in  favor  of  the  general  priiici-  ' 
pies  of  the  bill,  and  adverse  to  the  view  taken 
of  the  subject  by  the  Senator  from  Ohio.     He 
was  in  hopes  that  Senator  would,  upon  reflection,  , 
exercise  his  better  fuulings,  and  give  the  bill  his  ' 
support.    M(.  C.  referred  to  such  cases  as  that  j 
of  the  loss  of  the  Missouri  and  Grampus.     He  i 
instanced  the  care  taken  of  even  the  common  ; 
sailors  by  the  British  laws  in  such  events,  and  the 
influence  it  had  on  the  naval  service  of  Great  | 
Britain.     He  had  risen  merely  lo  say  that  he  had  | 
been  taken  by  surprise,  tlie  bill  being  unexpect- 1 
ediy  called  up  to-day — the  Senate,  he  conceived,  : 
being  hardly  prepared  to  proceed  with  it.  I 

Mr.  ALLEN  asked  if  he  understood  the  chair- 
man of  the  Naval  Committee  to  say  there  was  a  t 
law  of  this  kind  already  on  the  statute-book.'  ! 
Mr.  BAYARD  replied  that  he  had  referred  to  ! 
a  general  law  of  1600— ^not  that  it  was  exactly  j 
applicable  to  these  cases.    Mr.  B.  explained  the  I 


design  of  the  provisions  in  this  bill,  panicularl; 
ill  reference  to  the  scale  ndoi>it'd  for  gndiiminr 
ihe  nllowancos  to  each  iiidividuni,  accorilia*  to 
his  standing  in  the  service.  With  re«artl  to  the 
survivors  of  those  lost  by  accidents  at  sen,  tW^ 
arc  provided  for  in  the  pension  lews.  A  widow 
has  a  pension  for  five  years,  and  the  children  are 
also  suitably  iiruvidcd  for. 

Mr.  ALLEN  inquired  if  any  inconvenience 
had  been  found  for  the  last  foriy  yrnrs,  in  kat. 
inir  each  case  as  it  arose  to  be  legislated  for  on  iti 
individual  merits? 

Mr.  BAYARD  replied  that  the  inconrenirnre 
would  always  be  felt  in  having  to  legislate  sepa- 
rately upon  cases  which  came  under  a  ^enml 
class,  and  could  just  as  well  be  legislaipd  t'nr  by 
a  general  law,  if  not  better,  because  nirihoj  and 
system  would  be  established,  by  which  ilirft 
would  be  less  risk  of  inequality  in  the  adjiuhci- 
tioM  of  cases. 

Mr.  ALLEN  observed  that  still  there  was  forty 
years' experience  against  ony  necessity  fur  ibii 
bill^  and  just  so  long  experience  in  favor  of  liii 
suggestion,  which   was,  that  each  rase  of  iliti 
kind  should  stand  upon  its  own  merits.   The 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Cnoiril  had 
said  that  he  hoped  he, would  consider  thisaclieme 
with  a  better  feeling.     He  had  nu  feeling  u|miii 
matters  of  this  sort,  other  than  a  feeling  of  right 
and  justice  towards  the  suflvrcrs,  and  policy  and 
propriety  as  regarded  Ihe  legislation  of  Coii'rm. 
Wilh  regard  to  the  matter  of  equity  in  iiidcmni- 
fying  these  persons  for  their  losses,  to  a  Certain 
extent,  he  concurred  with  the  Seiiairfrs  who  had 
taken  that  side.     He  held  thai,  when  a  raw  of 
this  kind  was  presented,  and  the  proof  suaiained 
the  allegation  that  the  chimaiit  was  an  innncfiit 
sullVrer,  the  Government  should  in  iiistim  make 
up  to  thesulTerers  the  losses  which  tliey  had  lua- 
laincd.     He  differed  from  them  only  in  tliciirop- 
osition  which  they  now  made.  lo  |>aas  s  i^riienl 
law  to  meet  all  accidents.     It  was  a  cnntrailiction 
in  nature  to  systematize  accidents.    He  could  not 
conceive  the   propriety  of  incorporating  in  the 
laws  of  the  country  a  provijion  that,  when  u 
accident  occurs,  this,  that,  or  iho  other  shciuld  he 
done  by  the  Government.     It  was  contrary  toaU 
the  policy  and  principles  of  this  Govcrnmnii, 
from  iu  foundation  up.     Hi.w  was  it  when  a 
keeper  of  public  money  became  a  loser  nf  that 
money,  by  fire  or  otherwise?     He  came  to  Con- 
gress to  relieve  him  from  his  obligations  to  f*j 
the  money.     U|ion  the  principles  laid  down  ia 
this  bill,  the  person  having  charee  of  this  rilouey 
should  not  be  respnn'sible  to  the  Government  fur 
the  loss  of  i(;  but  a  law  in  ihc  stalule-b'juk  brld 
him  accountable,  as  nil  persons  intrusted  with  the 
properly  of  the  Government,  or  in  the  publicKr- 
vice,  ou!;ht  to  be.     When  an  event  occurred  out 
of  the  ordinary  course  of  things,  it  was  s[inial 
legislation  that  was  wanted,  not  a  general  hi*. 
lie  did  not  want  a  general  luw— a  laUr  made  for 
accidents — a  law  made  to  embrace  all  theexlraor- 
diiiary  and  unforeseen  catastrophe*  which  nn|;ht 
occur  or  might  not  occur.    No;  it  was  not  il>e 
business  of  a  general  law;  it  was  not  the  policy 
of  the  Government  to  incorporate  the  great  chap- 
ter of  accidents  in  its  general  legislation.    U-t 
each  case  stand  upon  its  own  particular  circum- 
stances and  foundation.    There   might  bees*-* 
(and  he  could  nameone  that  occurred  during  the 
late  war)  wliera  the  officers  and  sailors  tutoi 
upon  the  decks  of  the  vnssel  and  fought  lor  thtir 
country  to  the  last  hour,  and  went  down  figbuu; 
for  its  defense. 

Should  the  friends  Mtd  relations  of  brave  nun 
of  this  kind,  be  indemnified  oii  the  sam<!  looiin; 
with  those  in  another  utse  who  were  carnuamj 
on  shore  when  the  ship  was  literally  taken  by  sur- 
prise and  lost,wlien,by  propercareand  precautian, 
she  might  have  been  savcti .'  But  yet,  the  coati- 
martial  might  say  there  was  no  negligence !  He 
held,  therefore,  thnt  even  in  cases  when:  thelod 
might  be  occasioned  by  accident,  a  general  law  to 
apply  to  all  cases,  whether  owing  to  nKfUgef 
or  (o  unavoidable  circumstances,  would  be  on- 
just;  inasmuch  as  it  would  make  no  discrimioaiws 
between  those  who  were  culpable  and  iliose  whs 
were  really  entitled  to  rehef.  Let  gemlcmcn  t»k« 
some  instances  in  the  late  war,  like  that  which  he 
had  named, and  put  those  men  on  a  level  with  'I* 
men  in  the  Missouri,  when  she  was  lost  at  Gibral- 
tnr;  when  the  commander  was  not  on  lioard  il' 
shipatlbulimcofilieaccideiit.  VVerctbcirlcoseal* 
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be  provided  for  by  ihessme  rule?  No!  He  would 
not  put  men  wbn  had  fought  in  defense  of  their 
country,  while  there  was  an  inch  of  the  vessel 
above  water,  and  who  sank  in  sustaining  their 
fla^,  on  a  footing  with  men  who  were  out  dining 
when  the  loss  miglit  have  been  prevented.  But 
this  bill  put  ihem  nil  on  a  level;  which  was  one 
prooTof  the  incongruity  of  making  a  general  law 
to  provide  for  accidents  occurring  under  circum- 
stances entirely  different  from  each  other  in  their 
nature  and  origin.  In  certain  cases  there  might 
be  some  slight  degree  of  ncsligence — not  sufficient 
to  deprive  the  party  culpable  from  the  benefit  of 
this  act;  in  others,  greater  or  less  negUgence. 
There  were  various  degrees  of  negligence,  as  there 
were  degrees  of  merit;  and  the  particular  circum- 
stances of  each  case  ought  to  be  known,  in  order 
to  enable  the  Government  to  meet  them  in  a  man- 
ner corresponding  with  the  circnmslanccs  under 
which  the  accident  occurred.  This  bill  made  no 
discrimination.  All  kinds  of  ships  lost  at  sea 
were  put  in  precisely  the  same  condition.  It  was 
a  general  law  to  meet  accidents  as  dili'ercnlasone 
thing  could  be  from  another;  and  he  declared 
again,  that  he  was  opposed  to  ii,  not  as  being  a 
measure  for  the  relief  of  these  men,  but  as  a  gen- 
eral indiscriminate  law. 

He  repeated  that  we  had  had  forty  years'  ex- 
perience against  the  necessity  for  a  general  law  of 
this  kind,  and  forty  yenra'cxperience  in  favor  nf 
special  legislation  to  jneet  particular  cases.  Me 
was  very  willing  to  make  a  proper  compensation 
to  the  unfortunate  sulVerers  of  the  Missouri;  but 
ilshould  b»  commensurate  with  the  circumstances 
under  which  the  ves.sel  was  Inst.  Compen.salion 
predicated  on  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the 
case  would  be  just  and  proper;  but  by  a  general 
law,  putting  all  cases  on  the  same  fooling,  strict 
justice  could  not  be  done.  There  was  ii  dillereuce 
in  the  circumstances  of  all  such  cases;  anil  a  gen- 
eral law  to  meet  .ill  seemed  to  him  the  worst  pos- 
sible. It  was  bad  policy  in  the  Government  to 
estublisb,  by  this  system  of  legislation,  a  kind  of 
gurantee  tlinl  all  officers  and  men  shall  be  indem- 
nified for  any  losses  ^ey  may  sustain.  It  offered 
strong  inducements  to  them  to  risk  these  losses, 
besides,  it  was  partial  legislation.  Thorc  was  too 
great  a  discriminalion  mail';  between  ihe  officers 
and  the  men.  If  there  was  any  inequality  at  nil, 
the  sailors  should  gr-t  more  than  the  offii^ers;  for 
the  sailors  were  obedient  to  the  will  of  the  officers, 
and  the  loss  of  n  vessel  could,  in  few  ca.«!es,  be 
attributed  to  them.  Seldom,  indeed,  was  there  a 
ship  lost  by  the  negliijence  of  the  sailors.  The 
officers  got  the  pay;  indeed,  all  the  power;  and 
yet  the  sailors,  who  were  e.xposed  to  tin;  most 
dangerous  and  laborious  duties,  weiealNiwed  but 
twenty  dollars  in  case  of  the  loss  of  a  ahip,  while 
the  raptniii  got  §HO(l. 

Mr.   HUCIIANAN   said   he  was   not   aware, 
until  the   Senator  from'  Delaware  [Mr.  liwAt;!)] 
I  called    this    bill  up,  that   there  wns  any  such  bill 
upon  file.      This  was  his  own  faiilr,  to  be  sure — 
not  the  Senator's.     Of  the  first  section  of  the  bill 
Ihe  most    highly  approved;  ami    he   really — nfier 
[|;iving  all  the  attention  and  reHeciion  he  eould  to 
lihe  arguments  on  both  aides — did  not  know  liini- 
I  self  how  he  should  vote.   It  was  agreed  by  all  who 
[had  spoken  on  the  subji.-cl,  that  it'a  vessel  be  lost 
J  without  negligence  of  duty,  or  want  nf  sutririeiit 
■  exertion  to  preserve  her  on  the  part  of  the  ntiicers 
rand  scmneii,  they  ought  to  be  ind>>mnified  for  the 
lloK.sl's  they  indivi'lnally  sustained.     No  Govi  rn- 
Iment  ought  to  hesitate  a  moment,  if,  by  any  un- 
IBVoiibible  accident,  these  ollieeis  and  seamen  sus- 
I tallied  n  loss,  to  makt:  that  loss  good.     l!ut  there 
n/tta  a   very  important  question   involved  Jiere. 
Ju»ht  Congress  t/t  reserve  to  itself  the   piiwer, 
anu  impose  upon  itself  theduty,of  iiivealigaling 
loll  the  circumstances  of  such  accidents,  or  dele- 
gate that  power  elsewhere  ? 

Investigation  was  not  only  necessary,  in  order 
>  ascertain  the  actual  amount  of  losses  sustained, 
but  to    fix    upon    the   amount  of  compensation. 
Duglil  Congress  to  lake  upon  itself  this  duly,  yr 
ought  it  to   refer  it  exclusively  to  ihe  Navy  De- 
partment, under  the  law  provided  for  by  this  bill. ^ 
This  w»«    a  very  important   question.      He  was 
not  awurc  before — though  that  was  of  little  con- 
■equence — that  such  a  law  existed  in  any  other 
luntrv.      Ii<-'  was  now  enlightened  on  that  sub- 
ect.      llo    did   not,  however,  conceive    that  the 
efiate,  at  this  iiifiment,  was  ready  to  decide  upon 
l^bis  priiicipli-*:'    Pur  one,  he  was  not  in  the  habit 


of  delaying  action  upon  any  business  before  this 
body,  nor  was  he  now  desirous  to  do  so.  He 
should  be  glad,  however,  if  Senators  interested 
in  this  bill  would  suffer  it  to  lie  over  until  to- 
morrow; and  he  had  no  doubt  there  were  many 
Senators  around  him  who  would  be  gratified  by 
that  disposition  of  it. 

Mr.  B.'VYARD  said  he  v/as  quite  distposed  to 
let  the  matter  lie  over.  He  would  merely  remark, 
in  answer  to  the  observations  of  the  two  Senators 
who  had  spoken  last,  that  the  whole  thing  re- 
sulted in  this:  whether  special  legislation  would 
not  be  better  than  general  legislation.  Now,  this 
was  only  coming  back  to  the  same  thing.  Instead 
of  Congress,  each  time  that  a  case  occurs,  having 
to  legislate  for  that  isolated  case,  thin  bill  pro- 
poses a  general  rule,  and  a  general  scale,  fixing  a 
maximum,  and  requiring  the  same  care  and  in- 
vestigation which  would  be  necessary  in  cases  of 
special  legislation.  A  general  rule  is  to  be  estab- 
lished, and  it  is  to  be  applied  according  to  a  gen- 
eral regulation  of  the  Department  which  is  prop- 
erly charged  with  the  naval  service.  A  court- 
martini  is  to  be  appointed  for  the  investigation  of 
each  case.  What  more  could  be  done  in  special 
cases.'  He  did  not,  however,  mean  at  present  to 
go  further  into  the  merits  of  the  bill;  he  would 
content  himself  with  moving  to  postpone  the  sub- 
ject till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  A  LH''.N  remarked  that  experience  as  to 
general  lifws  had  not  been  heretofore  so  favorable 
as  to  be  recommendatory  of  this  bill.  How  many 
general  laws  are  there  in  which  such  large  discre- 
tions are  left  to  Departments  of  the  Government, 
that,  day  after  day,  applications  have  to  come 
before  Congress  for  special  legislation  ? 

Mr.  RAYARD  said  that  was  no  more  than 
what  happened  in  relation  to  all  general  laws. 
Peo|)le  who  conceived  the  general  law  did  not 
reach  their  cases,  very  naturally  laid  them  before 
Congress. 

Mr.  ALLIi:N,inenntinuation,observed  that  then 
it  would  result  in  this:  that  the  whole  nubjeci- 
mnlier  of  their  complaints  was  to  be  left  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  individuals,  subject  to  the  passions. of 
men,  t'or  Congress  would  refer  complainants  back 
to  the  general  law,  wlii«h  leaves  them  at  the 
mercy  of  the  Department;  and  applications  might 
be  rejected  which  the  parties  mak ins;  them  might 
wish  to  place  bi?fore  Congress.  Hut  ihis  general 
law  was  to  refer  iheir  cases  to  a  Dirpartment  spe- 
cially charged  with  deciding  them.  Congress 
would,  by  its  own  general  law,  be  excluded  from 
legislating  upon  them  at  ail,  no  matter  how  meri- 
torious. Itwasa  part  of  the  public  service  which 
ought  not  to  be  excluded  from  the  legislation  of 
Congress  in  all  cases.  Congress  is  the  great  in- 
quest of  the  country,  appointed  by  the  psople  to 
iiiviratigntit  abuses  in  the  ailministraiifui  of  the 
Governinent;  and  it  wa-H  proper  it  should  retain 
the  right  of  investigating  each  individual  case,  if 
thought  iienessaiy,  in  which  loss  in  the  public 
service  oi^curs.  'i'liis  bill  w.-is  nothing  more  than 
a  transfer  of  the  powcrof  making  a|)piopriations, 
in  ceritiiii  cases,  from  Congress  to  thi;  head  of  the 
Navy  Department.  He  was  opposed  to  the  bill,  but 
not  opposed  to  the  ae.tual  suflV-rt'ra.  He  wished  to 
reserve  the  power  of  investigaiini;  who  is  the  real, 
the  innocent  su(f,:rer.  The  people  should  have 
the  fullifst  inftu'iiiation  in  sucli  cases.  Tin.'  Mis- 
souri had  been  burned  up  at  the  rock  of  Gibral- 
tar; but  what  did  the  peofile  know  about  the  mat- 
ter.'  All  they  actually  knew  wa.<*,  th:it  half  a  mil- 
lion of  their  money  was  lost  in  a  few  bonis.  A 
courl-martiul,  he  understood,  had  decided  that 
there  was  no  negligence  in  that  case.  Perhaps  it 
was  so;  but  the  people  should  be  satisfied  of  that. 
If  it  was  to  be  investigated  under  a  general  law, 
what  would  the  people  ever  know  of  the  real 
merits  of  the  case  ?  But  if  it  was  a  case  brought 
under  special  legislation.  Congress  would  have 
the  power  of  satisfying  the  people  that  no  com- 
pensation was  given,  unless  to  individuals  who 
were  proved  to  be  innocent  sufferers — not  suffer- 
ers by  iheir  own  negligence. 

Mr.  PE.ARCE  rose  to  correct  a  misconception 
of  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  as  to  the  court-martial 
having  been  held  in  the  case  of  the  Missouri.  It 
was  not  so;  but  an  investigation  is  shortly  to  take 
place  before  a  court  of  inquiry.  It  will  be  in 
open  court.  Nev/spupcr  reporters  will  be  present, 
and  all  the  testimony  will  be  fully  s|>read  before 
the  public. 

Mr.  CAYARD  auid,  that  under  this  general 


law,  a  court  of  inquiry,  or  court-mr.rtial,  would, 
in  every  caae,  have  to  be  held;  and  the  proceed- 
ings would  be  public,  and  would,  undoubtedly, 
be  published  by  the  newspapers. 
•  The  bill  was  then  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

ST.  LOUIS   HARBOR. 

Mr.  SEMPLE  moved  to  take  up  the  report 
lying  on  the  table  relative  to  the  survey  of  the 
harbor  of  St.  Louis,  with  a  view  of  ordering  it  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  MOREHEAD  moved  an  amendment,  to 
take  up  also  the  report  of  the  harbor  of  Louis- 
ville, with  a  view  of  having  the  diagrams  and 
maps  printed. 

Mr.  WHITE  understood  an  order  lo  print  wa* 
already  made,  including  the  report,  but  not  Ihe 
maps  and  diagrams;  he  now  was  informed  by  a 
Senator  near  him,  that  the  motion  to  print  haii 
been  withdrawn. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER  said  the  order  lo 
print  the  report  in  relation  to  the  harbor  of  Louis- 
ville had  been  made;  but  the  maps  and  diagrams 
were  not  included  in  that  order. 

Mr.  WHITE  enumerated  the  various  points 
of  improvement  mentioned  in  the  report;  and  he 
presumed  the  order  lo  print  should  include  the 
whole.  It  is  a  moat  elaborate  and  learned  report; 
and  it  was  well  deserving  of  having  all  the  maps 
and  diagrams  printed.  The  cost  would  be  con- 
siderable; but  the  report  merited  that  it  should 
be  done.  A  more  useful  one  to  the  country  could 
not  exist.  Even  if  it  coat  $3,OU0,  it  would  be  well 
worth  it. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER  said  the  motion 
and  amendment  would  form  two  distinct  ques- 
tions: one  on  the  printing  of  the  report  in  rela- 
tion to  the  harbor  of  St.  Louis;  and  the  other  as 
to  printing  the  maps  and  diagrams  attached  to  llio 
report  in  relation  to  the  harbor  at  Louisville. 

Mr.  MOREHEAD  poinied  out  the  great  pub- 
lic advantage  which  would  result  from  adopting 
some  of  the  propositions  recommended  by  the 
engineer  who  made  the  survey  of  the  Louisville 
harbor.     He  trusted  his  motion  would  prevail. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  did  not  perfectly  understand 
what  was  the  precise  question  before  the  Senate. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER  explained. 

Mr.  WKIGH  r  then  understood  that  there 
were  two  disiinirt  motions. 

Mr.  SEMPLE  suggested  that,  as  they  were 
entirely  distinct  reports,  it  would  be  necessary  to 
take  the  question  separately  on  each.  His  idea 
was,  that  the  question  should  be  first  taken  oil 
the  report  as  to  the  harbor  of  St.  Louis. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said  it  was  very  well  known 
that  enormous  expense  had  been  incurred,  with 
very  little  benefit,  by  the  engraving  and  printing 
of  maps  heretofore.  He  would,  thetffore,  sug- 
gest Ihe  propriety  of  referring  the  inailcr  to  ths 
Comniitiee  on  Printing.  From  facta  recently 
divulgi^d,  it  was  certain  iliat  this  branch  of  print- 
ing was  the  most  expensive,  and  it  was  that  in 
which  Congress  was  the  moat  imposed  upon. 
The  Senate  should  be  informed  by  the  Committee 
on  Printing,  whetTier  there  was  any  actual  neces- 
sity for  priniiiig  these  maps. 

Mr.  VVHITE  rn.se  for  the  purpose  of  saying 
that  he  might  have  been  loo  hasty  in  supposing 
the  ordinary  readui  wiuild  understand  the  reports 
without  the  maps.  Rut,  on  reconsideraiiun,  he 
was  inclined  to  think  the  printing  of  the  iiiapa 
would  be  nl'Cessary.  It  wns  one  of  ihe  most 
elaborate  and  scientific  reports  ever  made  on  the 
subject  of  the  inipiovemeiit  of  the  Ohio  river;  and 
therefore  it  ought  lo  be  placed  on  record  and 
made  accessible  as  a  record  for  general  reference 
nnd  in  the  most  complete  form.  It  ought  to  be 
ill  the  hands  of  ilio.se  who  trade  and  traflic  on  ihe 
Ohio  river.  He  asked  if  it  required  the  vote  of  a 
majority  to  rel'er  the  matter  lo  the  Cummiltee  on 
Priniinsr? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER  said  it  wouia. 
undoubtedly. 

Mr.  WHITE  hoped  if  it  was  so  referred,  it 
would  be  reported  upon  favorably.  .Even  if  the 
cost  of  printing  the  maps  would  amount  to  two 
or  three  thousand  dollars,  it  would  be  well  wurtU 
the  money. 

Mr.  KING  pointed  out  that  the  rwiginal  maps 
were  upon  record  in  the  proper  Department  nf 
the  Government;  and  if  the  Senate  or  committeo 
want  to  examine  them,  they  can  be  got  for  thai 
purpose.   This  thing  of  engraving  had  cost  cnor- 
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noiM  attma.  It  waa  of  late  yean  the  abnae  had 
grown  up.  Ereiy  report  accompaDied  by  a  map 
or  diagram  gave  occasion  for  propagating  (he 
evil.  It  was  time  to  pat  a  atop  to  it.  He  hoped 
the  Senate  would  refer  the  matter  to  the  proper 
committee,  that  the  necessity  and  expense  tnighi 
be  yeertained. 

Mr.  8GMPLB  had  inquired  of  diSerent  en- 
graTera  what  would  be  the  expense  ofengraring 
on  copper — not  steel — the  anaps  in  relation  to  St. 
Lottis  harbor,  and  had  aacertained  it  would  ba 
•b«ut#l,5M. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  asked  how  many  mapa? 

Mr.  SBMPLE  said  seven  oreight. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  asked  how  many  in  relation  to 
the  Louisville  harbor ) 

Mr.  MORDHBAD  explained  that  there  were 
four  map*— one,  the  largeat.  to  ilhistrale  merely 
the  plan  recommended.  He  believed  the  expense 
would  not  be  much.  He  understood  from  the 
engraver  that  the  diagrams  were  necessary  for  the 
proper  understanding  of  tlie  report.  He  trusted 
the  Sanalora  from  New  York  and  Alabama  would 
be  aatisfied  with  the  explanations  made,  and  suffer 
the  queation  to  be  taken,  without  reference  to  the 
Committee  on  Printing.  He  was  perfectly  con- 
vinced there  waa  no  neeesaity  for  it,  on  the  score 
of  eeonoiay. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  sopposed  there  eoald  be  no  ne- 
cessity for  haale  in  this  matter.  It  was  now  ap- 
parent the  expenae  of  engraving  and  printing  the 
maps  would  be  at  least  |3,000.  Tiiere  seemed  to 
be  some  diversity  of  opinion  as  (o  the  number  of 
the  mapa.  He  trusted  the  matter  would  go  to  the 
Committeeon  Printing,  that  the  Senate  might  have 
apeofie  information  as  to  the  number  of  maps, 
and  the  cost  of  engraving  and  printing  them. 

Mr.  MORBHEAD  would  not  longer  object  to 
aending  the  matter  to  the  Committee  on  Printing; 
but  belioped,  in  Allure,  the  rule  would  be  applied 
eqoally;  and  that,  in  rehuion  to  other  improve- 
ments, the  aame  reference  would  be  made. 

Mr.  WHITE  stated  he  had  just  ascertained 
that,  although  there  wcra  many  maps,  (twenty 
amall  ones,  he  believed,)  the  committee  might 
deaignate  the  number  and  particuhir  maps  neces- 
sary to  ba  printed. 

Mr.  SBMPLE  called  for  a  division  of  the  sub- 
ject. 

The  report  in  relation  to  the  St.  Louis  harbor 
waa  then  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Priming. 

The  report  on  the  harbor  of  Louisville  waa  also 
rafsrred  to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

THE  T.^RIPF. 

Mr.  CHOATE  gave  notice  that,  on  Monday, 
atone  o'clock,  he  would  move  to  take  up  the  reso- 
lution of  the  Financfe  Committee,  for  the  indef- 
inite postponement  of  the  bill  introdunetl  by  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Mcl)t;rric;] 
and  as  he  understood  the  Senator  from  Georgia 
[Mr.  Bebbizn]  desired  to  address  the  Senate  on 
the  subject,  he  would  with  pleasure  yield  the  floor 
to  him  on  Monday,  tresiiasaing  on  ihe  anurtesy 
of  the  Senate  to  allow  him  subsequently  to  inaku 
hie  argument. 

ADJOURNMENT  OVBR. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  that  when  the  Senate 
adjourn  it  be  to  Monday  nexb 

CUMBERLAND  ROAD. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HANNEOAN,  the  bill  in 
relation  to  continuing  the  Cumberland  road 
through  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  waa  taken 
up;  and  the  question  being  on  ordering  it  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  lime,  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  that  queation  were  called  for,  and  or- 
dered. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  thought  some  amend- 
nient  ought  to  be  made  to  llie  bill;  that  the  grad- 
ing of  the  road  with  stone  ought  to  be  reduced  to 
twenty  feet;  otherwise  the  cost  would  be  a  great 
deal  too  much. 

Mr.  WHITE  explained  that  the  road  had  been 
opened  eighty  feet  wide,  and  tite  grading  with 
atone  proposed  in  the  original  design  had  been 
estimated  lor;  but  he  waa  confident  the  work  could 
now  be  done  so  much  cheaper  than  when  the  es- 
timates were  made,  that  a  considerable  saving  in 
expense  might  be  expected. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  hadaaincere  disposition 
to  aid  the  gentlemen  in  their  bill;  and  that  could 
be  beat  done  by  moderating  the  expenditure.  He 


explained  the  cost  of  making  roads  in  Kentuckyt 
with  broken  stone,  which  was  about  seven  or 
eight  thousand  dollars  a  mile;  while  the  cost  of 
this  road  could  not  fall  short  of  |13,000  according 
to  the  lowest  estimate  of  the  gentlemen  ihem- 
selves.  He  believed,  if  the  coat  were  not  reduced, 
the  road  never  would  be  finished,  at  leaal  by  the 
General  Government. 

Mr.  SEMPLB  said,  if  the  motion  was  made  to 
reduce  the  grading  with  stone,  and  if  arguments 
in  its  favor  had  been  offered  to  convince  him  it 
waa  right,  he  did  not  know  but  he  might  be  in- 
duced to  concur  with  the  Senator  in  its  propriety. 

Pending  the  decision  of  this  point, 

Mr.  TAPPAN  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  a 
proviso  for  constructing  a  bridge  over  the  Ohio 
river  at  Wheeling,  auch  as  would  not  obstruct 
the  navigation  of  the  river.  Mr.  T.  explained 
tliat  the  United  States  never  had  completed  the 
eontniet  of  carrying  the  Cumlierland  mad  to  the 
Slate  of  Ohio.  It  had  only  been  carried  to  Wheel- 
ing, in  Virginia;  and  there  was  an  island,  also 
belonging  to  Virginia,  between  Wheeling  and 
the  Ohio  shore,  met  which,  and  the  river  itself, 
the  road  should  be  carried,  to  reach  Ohio. 
■  Mr.  JAKNAGIN  urged  tliat  it  would  be  neces- 
sary to  have  a  survey  and  estimates  for  this 
bridge.  He  thought  it  would  be  better  to  have 
it  made  a  distinct  matter  in  a  separate  bill,  and  not 
introduce  it  here  to  embarrass  this  bill. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  said  tliere  had  been^n  exam- 
ination by  competent  engineers,  as  would  be  seen 
by  a  report  in  the  House  documents.  The  amenii- 
mcnt  he  considered  peculiarly  appropriate  to  the 
bill.  To  ahow  ihia,  he  repeated,  that,  as  com- 
pensation for  the  five  per  cent,  fund,  the  General 
Government  waa  bound  to  complete  ilie  Cumber- 
land road  from  tide-water  to  the  Slate  of  Ohio, 
which  waa  incomplete  for  want  of  the  bridge 
across  the  two  branchea  of  the  Ohio  at  Wheeling 
and  the  island. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  waa  exiremcly  sorry  hie 
friend  from  Ohio  hod  offered  this  amendment.  If 
the  bill  was  properly  amended,  lie  should  vo'.e 
fos  it;  but  if  this  amendment  prevailed,  he  should 
undoubtedly  vote  a^^ainst  the  bill,  fur  he  wus  so 
instructed  by  his  State. 

Mr.  WHITE  entreated  the  Senator  from  Ohio 
to  withdraw  his  aniuiidinent,  and  leave  the  matter 
to  be  diaposed  of  by  the  bill  now  pending  in  an- 
otiier  branch  of  Congress. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  said  the  instructions  of  Penn. 
sylvania  were,  that  its  Scnntora  and  Representa- 
livea  should  vote  against  the  construction  uf  any 
bridge  at  Wheeling  that  would  nbatruct  the  nav- 
igation of  the  Ohio  river.  This  was  quite  condi- 
tional, and  need  not  (irevent  the  Senator  [.Vlr. 
Buchaitan]  from  voting  for  the  bill. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  remarked  that  the  L<<gisla- 
ture  of  Pennsylvania  bad  adopted  tlie  reaolution 
ofinsiruction  upon  the  i^ravesiconsideralinn.  He 
admitted  lliut  a  suspension  bridge,  sufficiently 
high  not  to  iiiterrere  with  the  passage  of  steam- 
boau  of  the  largest  class,  «Muld  not  obstruct  the 
navigation  of  the  river.  Bit  the  amend nient  pro- 
poned by  the  Senator  from  Ohio  did  not  propose 
the  construction  of  a  sos|x:nsion  bridge;  it  nnly 
said  such  a  bridge  us  would  not  interfere  with  the 
navigation  of  the  Ohio  river.  He  hoped  the  S>*n- 
ator  would  withdraw  his  amendment.  He  (.Mr. 
0.)  regretted  that  his  colleague  was  not  present, 
as  tie  understood  this  matter  much  better  than  he 
did. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  asked,  would  the  amendment 
be  mode  acceptable  to  the  Senator  by  inserting 
the  word*  "  suspension  bridge?" 

Mr.  BUCHAxVAN  said,  no,  it  would  not;  be- 
cause he  did  not  consider  it  practicable,  without 
iuterferins  wiih  tlie  navigation  of  the  river. 

Mr.  PORTER  referred  to  a  report  made  some 
years  Bg»,  in  which  it  was  shown  that  a  suxpen- 
aion  bridge  would  not  answer,  because  it  would 
have  to  be  so  high  in  the  uir  that  the  greatest 
danger  of  ita  destruction  would  be  from  storms. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  CRIT  I'ENDEN  moved  to  amend  the  bill 
by  providing  that  the  width  of  the  road  to  be  cov- 
ered with  alone  shall  not  exceed  twenty  feet. 

Mr.  KING  suggested  that  sixteen  feet  would 
be  wide  enough  fur  the  part  to  be  covered  with 
stone. 

Mr.  CRITTE.NDEN  would,  if  more  agreeable, 
leave  a  blank,  to  be  filled  by  the  SenHle,as  to  the 
breadth  of  the  road  to  be  covered  with  stone. 


Mr.  KING  pointed  out  (he  fnlly  vliich  tiil 
been  exhibited  in  spending  sn  much  roone^  here- 
tofore on  the  Cumberland  road  to  grniify  the  men 
I  ambition  of  making  it  a  great  and  nwguliceni 
work.  He  would  propose,  as  quite  luffirirni,  lo 
fill  the  bhink  with  sixteen  feet.  He  bclievtd  ihe 
Maysvillc  road,  the  best  he  bad  ever  irafejed 
over,  had  but  sixteen  feet  in  widik  coTeicirvith 
atone. 

Mr.  BREESE  explained  itutt  the  pmfwniiioii 
to  cover  any  part  of  the  rnnd  in  Illinois  with  uooe 
had  been  abandoned  in  183C.  There  was  no  hope 
of  ever  bciiig  able  to  apply  atone  to  the  gnuliii' 
of  the  road  ui  that  liiate.  All  that  was  mjuinit 
was,  to  open  the  road  eighty  feet,  grade  it  ihinv 
feet,  and  build  bridgea  and  culverts;  ibecastol 
which,  (yet  to  be  incurred,)  was  esiimainl  Mthc 
sum  of  (810,U00.  Seven  hundred  and  rnnyiwa 
thousand  four  hundred  fnrly-five  dnllan  hadil- 
rcudy  liccn  laid  out  on  the  rond  in  lllinniii.  Tlie 
expenditure  in  Ohio  bad  been  $3,Di7,006;  io  In- 
diana,$1,138,000.  He  read  several  eximcufroni 
the  report  on  the  auhject,  and  sent  to  the  ubie 
remaining  portions,  to  be  rtad  by  the  Seeieiuy 
of  the  Senate. 

These  extracts  were  read,  giving  ibe  (nlimaln 
fur  the  rond  in  detail. 

The  blank  was  filled  with  sixteen  feel,  ami  ibt 
amendment  waaadopied. 

Mr.  SE.MPLE  moved  an  amendment, dial dit 
money  appropriated  by  this  bill  for  llliovia  lie 
applied  to  tlie  opening  and  grading  of  the  nuilin 
suid  State,  before  any  part  of  it  be  applied  lo  put- 
tin;  stone  on  the  msd. 

Mr.CRlTTENDBN asked  if  theSenatonronlil 
have  any  objection  to  modifying  his  nipendoieiit, 
BO  aa  lo  say,  ■*  no  |iarl"  of  the  money  alisll  U 
applied  to  putting  atone  on  the  road? 

Mr.  SE.MPLE  said  he  had  no  objection  ta  the 
modificiition. 

iVIr.  KING  objected  to  the  enormnaa ex|«nM 
of  putting  sioiie  nine  inches  deep  on  any  part  i>f 
the  OMid  now  to  be  completed,  -The  cost  lu  liali- 
ann  hIoiic  would  Ih-  $.1,000,000. 

Mr.  HANNCGAN  replud  lo  iheSenalnrrma 
Alabama,  with  a  view  of  showing  that  the  lumli- 
iiensof  thcexiu'iiditureson  the  CuinberUsJ  nitil, 
heretofore  made,  had  b.-en  owins  to  the  inanaer 
in  which  Congresa  itself  liad  prescribed  ih«doii< 
of  the  work.  All  that  was  guarded  sgaiRti  m 
the  formation  of  this  bill,  lie  was  saiiafini  liw 
work  noiild  be  coinpleii'd  through  indiaiia  fiK 
tl,400,000,  instead  of  $3,000,000,  ttaaui'|M*^<ll>r 
the  Seiiainr  from  Alabama. 

Mr.  McDUPflE  considered  thia  a  subject  i>l 
too  much  inipin  lance  and  musniiude  tn  be  dis- 
posed of  while  ilie  Senate  was  ao  thin.  Hcboptd 
the  subject  would  be  pustpoiied. 

Mr.  SE.V1PLE  hoped  the  Sen.itor  from  &.«!» 
Csrulina  would  not  oljject  in  letting  the  quuiios 
on  his  amendment  be  firat  taken. 

Mr.  McDUnPIEaaM-ntiiig, 

The  question  was  uikcii  on  Mr.  SuirUi 
aineiidiiV'Oi;  and  it  Wat  adopted. 

The- Senate  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 

FaioiT,  .4/irti  3,  lti44. 

Th^Jonrnalofvesicrday  WHS  read. indappm'fd- 

Mr.  TIBBA  rr.S  moved  that  the  mhv<  Ik  •o" 

pendcd,  for  the  purpose  of  goin*;  imo  ihe  Con- 

miilee  of  the  Whol«  on  the  state  of  the  Usiw. 

The  SPEAKER  observed  ilml  (here  wasam* 
lion  now  pemliiiii  for  a  suaponsi«>n  of  ih<  rulw. 
on  the  motion  of  tlie  genileiiiaii  from  Peniiajl"" 
nin,  [Mr.  J.  R.  Ingersoll-] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DODGE,  of  Wiscoaaia.u 
was 

Onltrnl.  Tint  Ilie  (*ninniiiice  nn  TerrWorie'  l>e*"'  *'"' 
iVoiii  the  eoiidhleriitliMi  of  ilH:  ri!-olniHKHi  uf  iIm-Ti-'t^ 
nl'  VVi!-Cfiil.-til  relultlig  til  tile  tjouudnrjr  line  Vlw«ea  ***' 
o»ni«ill  luuj  Mirliiuaii;  aiidthal  Uiejf  Imi  rciermlbitkct^^' 
lliiltee  uii  Uie  Judiciary. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  D.,  all  the  petit  ions  and  «• 
morials  fur  harbor  appropriations  at  lUcineaa* 
Southpdrt,  in  Wisconsin  Ternlory,  were  us»»- 
milted  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  TIBBAITS  renewed  his  motion,  wa 
some  additional  remarks,  which  were  not  '"* 
tinclly  heard. 

Mr.  WHITE  said  it  would  be  necessary  t|di 
the  question  should  be  taken  upon  the  quon*' 
now  pending  fur  a  auapensiou  of  the  rules  for  t^ 
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purpose  ornriloriii»  llip  prinlinfof  nil  extrn  niiin- 
IjcrofropicR  of  til**  tninnriry  report  frnni  tlioCitni- 
niiliCP  "f  Wiiysiinil  Minns;  niid  he  iiisi.iUd  upon 
Ills  rfill  f'lr  llio  yi'as  .-iiitl  nays. 

Mr.  WELLKR  snul,  when  they  were  endeav- 
oring 10  prii.t  tin  rxirn  nurnhnr  of  llie  majoritjr 
rrpiirl,  ii  Wdiilil  111-  reimnilK'iTd 

The  SPKAKKR  observe.l  Ilint  the  question 
wrs  no!  (leliaiahle. 

The  qufslinn  was  then  put  for  Buspending  the 
nih«,toiiiahh!the  genileniiin  ("n  m  I'eiuisylvBntn 
[Mr.  J.  R.  iNGEnsoi.!,]  Id  movi;  the  pritiiiii>;  of 
an  cxini  numli'-r  of  enpies  nf*  the  minority  report 
from  the  Cominillee  nf  VVay.s  nnd  Menna. 

The  yeas  nnd  nnys  were  ordrred;  iindi  being 
taken,  reNuIfetJ — yein  91,  nny«  44. 

So  the  riilfs  were  suxp«'iid(-d. 

Mr.  WHITE  liien  moved  to  amend  the  mo- 
lion  nf  the  "lentlenian  from  Penn.sylvnnin,hy  fix- 
ing the  iiumb'T  of  copies  to  he  printed  at  ten 
thnu.snnd.  This  wa.s  but  hnlf  as  many  an  had 
been  printed  nf  the  mnjoriiy  report. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGKRSOLL  accepted  the  nmend- 
metii  ns  a  irjoilifiejiiion  of  tini  resohiiioii;  and, 
after  Rome  iiniaiks  from  Messrs.  THOMPSON, 
WHITE,  HOL.MES,  and  WELLER, 

Mr.  HAMLIN  moved  the  previous  question; 
wliicli  was  seeninled. 

The  ninin  qu«  siton  was  ordered  li>  be  now  pul^ 
being  upon  ilie  ailopiinn  of  the  resolution;  it  was 
■crnrditi!;ly  put,  and  divided  in  the  utKrnmtive. 

Su  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

Dltl/MMOND  LIGHT. 

Mr.  HALE  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  vole 
taken  yesterdny,  on  rejecting;  the  resolution  of 
the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  for  lighting 
the  flail  with  the  Drutnmond  light. 

On  mm  ion  of  Mr.  H.,  the  furl  hircnnaidernlion 
of  this  motion  was  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

VVE.STERN    RIVERS   AND   II.IRDORS. 

On  motinn  of  .Mr.  TIBBAT TS,  the  House  re- 
■nlveil  itself  into  ihe  Commiitre  of  the  Whole  ou 
.the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Botd  in.tlie  chair,) 
Bint  took  lip  the  bill  making  Bp|>ropriatiuiis  for 
certain  harbors  and  rivers. 
The  bill  liavinir  been  read, 
Mr.  TIBBATTS  moved  to  amend  one  item  of 
the  bill  by  striking  out  "  jk5U,UUtl,"  and  inserting 
"$1(K),(KI<),"  for  the  improvement  of  a  |K>riioii 
of  the  Ohio  river;  but  as  the  reporters  could  not 
obtain  a  siiij^le  copy  of  ilie  bill,  the  precise  pur- 
port of  the  amendnienl  was  not  undt-rstood.  He 
staled  to  tlic  cominitiee  that  the  j>ijO,UUO  appro- 
priuied  by  this  bill  would  be  wholly  iiiade<|uate 
to  the  purpose  designed. 

Mr.  JAMESON  honed  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  would  wiihtJraw  the  ninenilmi-nt,  lor 
the  most  liU-ral  provision  hud  been  made  fur  that 
Jiorlion  of  the  Ohio  river. 

Mr.  VINTON  denied  that  that  portion  of  the 
Ohio  river  was  liberally  provided  for.  He  went 
into  some  details  of  the  obatrueiinns  in  the  Ohio 
river,  lying  between  the  cities  of  Pittsburg  nnd 
Louisville,  nnil  showed  the  importance  of  the 
commerce  on  that  rivi-r.  The  portion  of  the 
river  for  why:!!  this  appropriation  was  to  be  made 
)iad  for  ita  termini  the  cities  of  Pittsburg  and 
Louisville.  It  passi'd  the  cities  of  Cincinnali  and 
Ainysville,  nnd  numiTOiis  larue  anil  iinportaiit 
towns,  of  wbicli  it  was  the  channel  of  communi- 
cation, as  well  us  of  the  coininerce  of  the  cities 
of  Philadelphia,  Bnliimore,  &c.,  at  the  one  ex- 
treme, and  the  great  West  at  the  other.  He  coii- 
lendeil  thnt  the  proposed  appropriation  was  piti- 
ful and  inadi  nuaii'. 

Mr.  McClelland  said  he  reported  the  bill 
to  the  House,  and  he  explained  the  reasons  which 
'uenced  the  committee  in  iixing  this  itppru- 
riation  at  ;^i>U,UUO.  They  hud,  however,  subse- 
uenlly  received  informulion  which  induced  a 
jority  of  the  eoinmittec  to  concur  in  the  pro- 
riety  of  increasing  the  appropriation  to  the  sum 
roposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr. 

"iBBATTS.] 

Mr.  McCAUSLEN  entreated  the  eentteman 
ifrom  Missouri  [.Mr.  Jameso.s]  to  withdraw  his 
objection  to  this  bill. 

Mr.  JAMESON  was  understood  to  say,  that 
that  if  the  .committee  had  got  any  new  light  on 

is   subject,  which    had  changed  their  views  of 

e  propriety  of  fixing  the  lower  sum,  he  should 
ot  object. 


Mr.  McClelland  repeated  that  the  engi- 
neer in  cliarje  of  this  branch  of  the  public  works 
had  shown  liie  committee  the  necessity  of  this 
increase  of  approprialion. 

Mr.  McCAUSLEN  then  advocated  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  DARRAGHnlao  advocaietf  the  adoption 
of  the  unieiidment.  Much  might  be  done  on 
the  Ohio  river;  iiineleeii  snngs  and  obslriiclions 
might  be  removed,  but  if  the  twentieth  remained 
the  wttrk  was  imperfi-ct.  Heargued  that  it  would 
be  a  wise  economy  to  increase  the  appropriation, 
thnt  ihe  work  inii^ht  be  cntnpleted  at  once,  rather 
than  be  proirnded,  and  done  at  intervals  and  in 
small  poriions. 

The  CHAIRMAN  put  the  question  on  the 
pro[io.sed  ainendmenl,  and  78  voted  in  the  affirm- 
ative, and  25  in  the  negative,  being  less  lliaii  a 
quorum. 

Mr.  WELLER  called  for  tellers,  remarking 
that  there  was  evhlently  a  qMonini  pres'-nt. 

Teli'-rs  were  ordt-ri'd;  and  Messrs.  Kens'EDT, 
of  Maryland,  and  IiIIii.ack  wire  appointed,  and 
they  repi.rnd — ayes  Hi,  noes  30. 

So  the  amendment  was  a:v-eed  to. 

Mr.  HOGE  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  strik- 
ing out  SIhO.OOO,  and  in.seriing  S223,0()0  for  the 
iinproveini-nt  of  the  Mississippi,  th(>  Missouri, 
the  Arkansas,  the  Illinois,  and  llie  lower  portion 
of  the  Ohio  river.  The  commiliee  hnri  already 
ajieed  to  the  appropriation  of  $IU(),000  for  the 
Ohio,  ntiove  the  falls,  wliire  he  believed  no  tosses 
of  life  or  properly  h.id  ever  occurred;  and  he 
thought  it  but  just  and  reasonable  that  the  lower 
portion  of  that  river  should  have  an  adequate  ap- 
propriation for  its  improvement. 

Mr.  WELLER  opposed  the  amendment.  He 
thought  $18U,0U0  a  sufficiently  liberal  uppropria- 
linii. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Illinois,  remarked  that  he  had 
on  n  former  occasion  t.'ivin  his  views  lotho  House 
on  the  importance  of  liberal  appropriations  for  the 
improvemeiituf  the  western  rivers,  and  he  now 
only  wished  lo  call  the  attention  of  the  commit- 
tee to  the  importance  of  the  amendment  propos*:d 
by  his  colleague,  (.Mr.  HocE.]  He  did  not  fiinl 
fault  with  a[ipro[H'iation.s  made  in  the  hill  uiid<;r 
consideration  for  other  objects;  but  it  must  be 
apparent  to  every  centlenmn  of  the  committee, 
who  was  acquainieu  with  the  importance  of  the 
I'bjecis  provided  for  in  the  bill,  that  ihe  sum  of 
$180,0(10  for  the  improvement  of  all  the  western 
rivers  below  ilie  falls  of  the  Ohio,  was  dispropor- 
tionately mitttt,  conifiared  with  other  appropria- 
tions. He  btated  that  more  lives  liad  been  sacri- 
ficed, aiul  more  property  destroyed,  in  naviiruting 
those  riViTs,  than  in  the  prosecution  of  the  coin- 
mi'rce  of  all  the  other  portions  of  the  Union  com- 
bined. And  will  this  uominittee,  when  the  lives 
of  thousands  of  our  citizens  are  at  stake,  refuse 
an  adequate  a|ipropriation  for  their  proteeliou  r 


Mr.  McCLERNAND  said  that  he  regretted 
that  there  was  any  contrariety  of  opinion  upon 
the  subj"Ct  of  tlip  amendment  olTered  by  his  coi- 
l-ague, (Mr.  HoGE.]  For  himself,  he  would  say 
that  he  would  be  exceedingly  glad, should  it  meet 
with  the  approl>aliou  of  the  committee,  to  agree 
with  the  amendment;  but  should  it  not,  he  siiil 
would  be  content  to  support  the  bill  as  it  stood. 

The  ameiidoient  of  his  colleague  pro[m8ed  to 
increase  the  appropriaii«iii  for  the  improvement 
of  the  lower  Ohio,  the  Mississippi,  the  Missouri, 
the  I  Hi  nois.and  the  Arkansas  rivers,  from  $180,000 
to  $333,000 — the  latter  sum  being  the  amount 
recoinmeiided  by  the  topographical  bureau.  Col- 
onel Long,  who  made  this  report,  says  that  this 
sum  "  will  very  pariinlly  cover  the  amount  that 
will  be  required  for  the  accomplishment  of  the 
numerous  works  and  operations  to  which  it  al- 
ludes " — meaning  the  improvement  of  these  riv- 
ers. The  people  of  Illinois  are  deeply  interested 
in  this  subject.  That  State  was  bounded  on  the 
east  by  the  Wabash  river,  on  llic  south  by  the 
Ohio,  on  the  west  by  the  Mississippi,  and  on 
the  north  by  Lake  Michigan.  It  therefore  fol- 
lowed that  the  prosperity  of  Illinois  materially 
depended  upon  the  improvement  of  its  riversnnd 
lakes.  The  West  had  grown  up  so  suddenly, 
that  many  gentlemen  from  the  old  States  were 
not  prepared  to  appreciate  the  importance  of  pro- 
tect ing  its  interests. 

.Mr.  McC.  went  on  lo  compare  the  area  of  the 
western  and  soiiihwesiern  States  with  the  area  of 
the  old  States;  the  population  of  the  western  val- 
ley with  the  population  of  the  old  Stales;  the 
relative  politicul  influence  of  the  eastern  and 
western  States;  the  relative  amounts  of  the  agri- 
cultural productions  of  the  eastern  and  western 
Slates;  the  tonnage  of  the  western  States  with  the 
tonnage  of  the  eastern  States;  the  commerce  of 
the  West  as  compared  with  the  commerce  of  the 
eastern  S'ates;  and  the  proportion  the  former  bore 
lo  the  entire  amount  of  the  commerce  of  the 
United  Slates  with  foreign  nations.  He  also 
went  on  to  show  the  number  of  persons  employed 
in  the  navigation  of  the  western  waters.  Also, 
the  annual  amount  of  travel  upon  the  western 
waters.  He  next  spoke  of  the  extent  of  navi- 
gation in  the  West,  and  the  necessity  of  improv- 
ing it  for  the  convenience  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, nnd  lo  iirevent  the  loss  of  property  and 
human  life.  He  then  spoke  in  general  terms  of 
the  West. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky,  addressed  the  com- 
mittee on  the  subject  of  Mr.  Van  Buren's  admin- 
istration; and  spoke  up  in  the  expiration  of  his 
hour  in  criticising  the  measures  of  thai  Adminis- 
tration, nnd  in  censure  of  the  principles  and  pol- 
icy of  the  Democratic  party.  He  first  charged 
against  Mr.  Van  Buren  that  he  opposed  the  war 
of  1813  against  Great  Britain,  antl  advocated  the 
election  of  De  Witt  Clinton  to  the  Presidency  in 


He  begged  of  gentlemen  not  to  allow  dollars  and    |  opposition  to  Mr.  Madison,  the  candidate  of  the 
crn'9  to  come  into  competition  with  the  lives  of     Democratic  party.     He  alsocharged  that  the  ad- 


ilieir  citizens.  Mr.  S.  went  on  to  show  that  it 
would  be  a  matter  of  policy  for  the  insurance 
companies  in  the  West  (if  they  had  the  consli- 
lulional  power)  to  remove  the  snags  and  obstruc- 
tions in  the  Mis.sissippi  and  Missouri  rivers,  as 
the  losses  sustained  by  tinm  alnnt  would  jusiify 
the  constant  employment  of  sntt^'hoatx  »ui  those 
rivers.  The  sum  of  JiiTJ.OOO  asked  for,  to  effect 
the  improvement  of  these  rivers,  is  insignificant 
when  compared  with  the  miUioiu  which  have  been 
appropriated  upon  the  xea-heard,  and  in  other  por- 
tions of  the  Union.  He  did  not  wish  to  go  at 
lurge  into  a  recital  of  the  enormous  sums  ex- 
pi-nded  by  the  Government  upon  the  Atlantic 
cnast,  at  different  periods,  and  for  various  pur- 
poses; all  those  facts  were  in  the  possession  of 
the  coinmiitec.  Neitherdid  he  wish  roexcitcany 
local  or  sectional  feelings  in  this  matter.  And  he 
hoped  gentlemen  would  weigh  welt  the  import- 
ance, as  well  as  justice  to  the  West,  of  this  ap- 
propriation, and  that  they  would  deliberate  long 
before  they  would  vote  against  I'l.  Mr.  S.  went 
on  to  show  the  vast  exienl  of  river  navigation 
covered  by  this  appropriation,  and  the  nature  of 
the  obstructions  to  be  removed — the  millions  of 
people  who  were  directly  interested  in  the  im- 
provement, and  the  importance  to  the  whole 
Union  of  rendering  these  great  commercial  high- 
ways safe  for  the  transit  of  her  citizens,  and  the 
abundant  products  of  the  valley  of  the  Missis- 
sippi. 


ministrauon  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  before  it  went 
out  of  power,  had  involved  the  country  enorni- 
oiisty  in  debt,  and  left  that  debt  as  a  legacy  to  the 
administration  of  General  Harrison.  Mr.  D. 
spoke  of  the  heavy  expenditures  {if  the  Govern- 
ment under  Mr.  Van  Buren's  administration, and 
eharjed  it  with  the  grossest  extravagance;  and 
iirgud  that  the  extra  session,  for  which  the  Whig 
party  had  incurred  so  much  censure,  was  caused  by 
Ihe  extravagance  and  ruinous  policy  of  the  pre- 
ceding Administraiion.  He  alluded  to  the  issue  of 
Treasury  note's  by  that  Administration,  which  he 
denounced  us  impolitic  and  unconstitutional;  and 
said  that  it  was  a  measure  in  opposition  to  the 
principles  of  the  Whig  party,  who  were  opposed 
to  creating  a  debt  in  that  way.  He  charged  that 
the  Democratic  majority  in  the  Congress  that 
preceded  the  last  presidential  election  had  refused 
necessary  appropriutiohf  for  the  fear  of  swelling 
up  their  amount  of  expenditure;  and  had,  for  the 
same  reason,  withheld  the  paymentof  just  claims 
on  the  Government,  such  as  those  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts militia,  the  Missouri  volunteers, and  ihe 
volunteers  of  Georgia  and  Florida;  but  this  was 
on  the  eve  of  a  presidential  election,  when  the 
party  then  in  power  wished  to  get  the  credit  of 
being  economical.  Mr.  D.  advocated  the  tariff 
policy,  and  spoke  of  the  present  tariff  as  one 
founded  on  just  principles,  and  calculated  to  ad- 
vance the  best  interests  of  the  country  at  large. 
The  CHAIRMAN,  ol  the  expiration  of  the 


'^•frn 


S^  M. 


^\-.  ^^' 


m> 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


April  0, 


hour  of  the  eentlcm«n  from  Kentucky,  cut  short 
bis  remarksljy  the  announceitieni  of  thai  fnct. 

Mr.  PAYNE  next  obtnined  iKe  floor,  and  com- 
menced by  obsertring  llmt  In;  had  never  risen  be- 
fore with  the  view  of  making  a  pony  epeech. 
Hitherto,  when  he  had  addrrssrd  tiic  Hourc,  he 
hnd  addreaaed  himself  exclusively  to  the  subject 
under  consideraiion;  but  he  took  (hia  occasion  to 
announce,  at  the  outset,  thai  audi  was  not  now 
his  purpose.  And  why  should  he  now  deviate 
from  his  usual  course?  Why,  it  must  have  been 
observed  that,  of  late,  no  question  wlmlevrr  could 
be  presented  for  the  considerution  nf  the  House, 
but  it  was  made  to  assume  a  parly  cliarne.icr  nod 
a  parly  debate  was  got  up  upon  it,  without  the 
■rii'litest  intention  to  enlighten  llie  IJnuse  on  the 
suliject  under  consideration.  Reirchllya  bill  was 
brought  before  the  House  to  chitnge  ilie  mode  of 
holding  the  election  of  President  and  Vice  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  Stales,  so  as  to  take  the  vote 
on  the  same  day  throughout  the  United  'Siiitis, 
and  the  House  would  remember  the  character  of 
that  debate.  Later  still,  a  proposition  was  brought 
into  the  House  to  repeal  the  distribution  act;  and 
again  a  parly  debate  was  the  consecfuence.  An- 
other question,  which  he  did  not  now  recollect, 
came  up;  and  a^ain  ihey  had  party  speeclies— all, 
with  one  exception,  comin"  from  the  party  in  op- 
position lothat  to  which  he  belonged, and  evident- 
ly designed  to  nsitate  the  public  mind. 

This  system  had  been  puraued  so  far  that  it 
had  beeome  the  duty  of  the  mcinl>ersof  the  Dem- 
ocratic party  to  vindicate  themselves  from  the 
party  charges  which  hnd  been  made  against  thim; 
and  herein  was  his  justification  in  tlie  unusual 
Kourse  he  was  about  to  pursue,  with  the  indul- 
gence of  the  Chairman  of  tlie  committee.  He 
trusted  he  should  be  pardoned  if  lie  went  far  back 
to  notice  some  charges  which  had  been  made  by 
some  previous  speakers,  more  particularly  by  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Hardin,]  who  had 
gone  back  to  the  old  charge  —  the  oft-refuted 
charge — of  opposition  to  the  last  war  by  Mr.  Van , 
Buren.  But,  though  so  often  refuted,  it  was 
brought  up  here  again  in  a  new  dress,  and,  he 
aupposA),  was  to  be  sent  out  to  the  country  to  in- 
ilucnce  the  people.  It  was  not  necessary,  he  con - 
eeivetl,  that  he  should  enter  at  very  great  It-ngtli 
into  an  examination  of  the  purposes  and  objects 
•if  Mr.  Van  Buren  in  relation  to  that  war;  the 
records  of  the  country  were  most  concluoivc  on 
that  subject;  the  records  of  the  great  Slate  of  New 
York  were  so  conclusive  that,  after  iheir  exam- 
ination in  relation  to  that  period  of  onr  history, 
no  man  ni^ld  doubt  Mr.  Van  Buran's  firmness  in 
the  defense  of  his  rouniry. 

But  it  was  said  that  Mr.  Van  Buren  voted 
against  Mr.  Madison,  in  favor  of  Mr.  Clinton, 
and  consequently  that  he  was  against  the  war< 
Now,  no  man  venerated  the  character  and  mem- 
ory of  that  illustrious  man  more  than  he  did,  and 
)ie  trusted,  on  all  proper  occasions,  he  should  be 
ready  to  defend  either  the  public  or  private  char- 
acter of  Mr.  Madison  against  all  attacks  that 
might  be  made  against  him;  but  he  now  did  not 
find  it  necessary  to  do  so.  He,  however,  ap- 
pealed'to  the  recollection  and  the  experience  of 
every  gentleman  on  this  floor  who  recollected  the 
events  in  connection  with  the  late  war,  whether 
Mr.  Madison  was  not  considered  by  the  friends 
nf  Mr.  Clinton  as  not  sufficiently  vigorous  for  a 
war  candidate;  and  whether  it  was  not  appre- 
hended that  Mr.  Madison  would  not  prosecute 
the  war  with  the  vigor  which  its  friends  desired 
■honid  characterize  it?  But,  on  this  subject,  he 
woald  appeal  to  Whig  authority,  and  ont.of  their 
own  mouth  he  would  condemn  them.  He  desired 
the  Clerk  to  read  an  article  from  the  pen  of  Mr. 
W.  L.  Stone,  editor  of  the  New  York  Commer- 
cial Advertiser,  to  show  what  he  said  Mr.  Van 
Buren  Vi  course  was. 

The  Clerk  read  the  letkr,  as  follows: 

"  We  prefer  giving  a  pablic  aiiawer  to  the  foregoing  com 
nianieaiion,  made,  we  duuht  nut,  in  good  Ihrui,  for  deveral 
reasons.  Principal  anwiig  lime,  i<  iIk  strong  dnire  we 
liase  llial  iwtiee  slioald  lie  done  lu  alt  ineii,  aud  we  liiinit 
lliat  Mr.  Van  Buren  tun  noi  l>^i  Isirly  droit  by  in  tlie  luat- 
leri  referred  to.  Il  ia  true,  tliat  Mr.  Vnn  Duren  wu  one  of 
the  earty  supporter*  of  Mr.  Clinton  for  llie  office  of  Presi- 
denl,  in  iJk  year  1SI3,  in  opponiloa  la  Mr.  Madiioti ;  liiat 
ha  task  pan  is  the  KaiwMiiain  legialaiiv*  cancw  at  which 
Mr.  IJIinlon  ww  Snt  iiouiuated.  TM  ciucim  was  held, 
and  that  iioniinstion  was  made,  on  the  28lIi  of  May.  nearly 
a'monlli  lielbre  the  declnnitioii  of  war.  The  etcciions  in 
Ihi<  8iaia  were  then  held  iu  April,  and  tlie  p<iliiical  year 
Qoouiusiiced  on  the  flrat  Muudsy  in  July.    Mi.  Van  Uurvn 


had  been  eliniien  to  tlie  Senate  in  April,  but  was  ant,  of 
cnorse,  a  nieiniier  of  Uie  Leginlalure  ttiat  made  llie  nomtn- 
ulion.  tti*  henalorial  lerni  comiiieiiei-d  on  the  tlri.t  Mon- 
day of  July,  ami  iie  Ar<i  toolc  lii^  seat  ai  ilie  extra  seMiioii 
llrltl  ill  November,  lo  clioiMe  the  pre»ideiilial  el<>elors. 

**  PttrUieiniorc,  It  is  al^o  true,  ii«ai  Mr.  Clinton  liecame 
ilie  candidaU!  of  *  llie  peace  party.'  Yet  il  is  iiol  true  iliat 
lie  wa.«  (irigiiialiyiioiiliiiaiedii!*  sileli,urtiiatMr.Vaii  Utirrn, 
after  tatting  his  seal  in  the  |j<'gi.4|auire,  supported  liiiii  as 
hueli.  lie  (.\1r.  t:.)  was,  in  tact,  driveii'into  that  |Hi>illu  i 
Uy  the  fiireit  of  eireniilstaiiees;  and  it  is  no  more  tlinn  jus- 
ticif  lu  Mr.  Van  Hiireii  to  say  that  alter  Mr.  t^lintoii  liecatnn 
iileutill'-il  with  tiie  pi..iee  party  as  Uieir  eaiululaie,  hi-H  Mip- 
)H>rl  of  itini  liecanie  languid.  Indeed,  we  liave  reat^on  lo 
Iwiieve  lliut  he  thenceliirwnnl  threw  lii.<  infliienee,  as  far  a^ 
he  Could  do  sii,  eo  siduring  the  previnns  ciHninltlal  of  ilic 
legislative  raueu.t.  wliieh  he  lleid  to  lie  liindins  ii|Hmi  the 
party,  in  tielialf  of  Mr.  Madi-^on.  *l*iie  iriilii  lo,  Mr.  (Clinton 
U'.L.-'  never  iioiniiiateil  or  supt)<»ned  as  Hii  op)Hiiieiit  of  tile 
iv.ir.  Iiul  direrlly  llie  reverse  lie  was  thU5  noiniiiuted  and 
silpiMirleil  expressly  upon  the  i*roiind  lliat  Ihe  eri.-is  de- 
manded a  more  vigorous  ami  at  the  iielm  of  Stale  lliaii  Mr. 

M:idlsolt's. 

••  'i'iie  war  hnd  not  heeii  aeiiially  declared,  it  is  true,  but 
every  intelligent  man  ^aw  titat  it  was  iuevilable,  and  very 
near;  tuid  it  was  feao'd,  as  the  result  proved,  iliaf  niider 
Mr.  MiidisonV  administration  it  would  be  feebly  eoiolueied. 
IJelievJint  thus,  lliat  the  times  dmianded  an  Executive  of 
greater  enercy  and  force  of  character,  the  aiii-iilion  of  iiiaiiy 
patriotic  men  of  both  imlitieai  parlies  was  directed  el^e- 
where  than  to  Vjrxinia  for  a  canii>daie  ;  and  from  the  hirh 
inle.lh'ctual  qnaliiieftol  Mrl'Iiiiioii.ajid  the  acknowledged 
energy  of  bis  cllar.ieler,  it  was  eoneelved  tliat  he  would 
pniseellte  the  iuilH'iiditia  contest  Willi  greater  vigor,  and 
Iving  il  lo  a  more  speedy  and  honorable  close  tlian  could  be 
done  by  Mr.  Madison. 

**  This  was  the  ground  upon  which  he  was  nominated, 
and  iipiai  ivliieli  be  was  supported  by  Mr.  Van  Itiiren,  and 
such  of  Uie  idd  Republican  party  as  adhered  to  him  through 
the  ennteal.  As  to  Uio  opinitms  and  conduet  of  Mr.  Van 
llurpn  iu  the  early  stages  of  tile  war,  we  have  n-nsoii  lo 
know  that  they  were  not  eiaeUy  in  linrniniiy  with  Uie  ma- 
jority of  the  people  of  litis  Ijtate,  even  of  bis  own  party,  at 
th«  iime;  for  It  musi  here  be  borne  in  mind  that  a  very  de- 
cidetl  majority  of  ihe  Ueprcsennitives  in  Cnngreni  from  the 
Htate  of  New  Vork— Willi  ObadiHh  tierman  in  Ilia  lienate 
at  their  head— voted  against  the  ib'Clafailon  of  war;  not, 
however,  that  they  held  tlie  contest  to  be  Ulljusl.  but  they 
belitfved  till!  eoniiiry  wholly  unprepared  for  war  at  the  time, 
and  eonseqiifiiity  ihnt  Ihe  declnraiioH  was  inexpedient. 
Huch,  prnluibly,  were  the  original  views  of  Mr.  Van  Uuren 
— sueli,  certainly,  were  the  views  nf  Mr.  Clinton. 

**  But,  the  war  having  been  declared.  It  is  due  to  Mr. 
Vau  Hureu  to  say  that  tin  public  man  iiKIra  Slate  sup- 
ported it  more  thoroushly,  heartily,  and  xeaiously  tlirongli- 
out,  than  hu  did.  Such,  wo  know,  is  not  tlie  received 
opinion  in  many  parts  of  the  eouiiiry — especially  in  tlie 
(li.^tunt  States  ;  and  wi-  freqiienlly  see  attempts  making,  in 
tile  pressi^s  0|i|Hised  to  him,  to  render  hini  unpopular  by 
ebaripug  him  with  opposiiion  lo  the  war  itself,  aa  well  aa  til 
Mr  .Madison.    But  the  charge  i*  unlrttc. 

'*  Many  of  oar  politienl  I'liends  will  aeowl  upon  us,  we 
know,  Ibr  oar  fmnknees  on  this  nccosMin.  But  we  care  not 
for  thai.  Justice  to  ail  men  is  onr  inaxitn ;  and  we  wish 
nut  to  bent  even  Mr.  Van  Uuren  by  falsehood.  We  liave, 
indeed,  truth  eiiougti  at  our  command,  to  do  that  with." 

Mr.  PAYNB  resumed,  and  said  he  had  no 
doubt  many  of  the  political  friends  of  that  gen- 
tleman (iMr.  Stone)  would  scowl  upon  him  for 
stating  the  truth;  there  waa  no  doubt  of  that;  but 
he  was  proud  to  see  that  there  was  one  man  in 
that  party  that  would  do  Mr.  Van  Buren  iuslice 
in  reguril  to  his  course  in  reference  to  the  late 
war,  regardless  of  the  scowls  of  his  party.  Hav- 
ing caused  that  letter  to  be  read,  he  did  not  know 
that  he  could  add  anything  stronger,  and  therefore 
h;  would  pass  on,  wilh  the  remark  that  he  had  in- 
tended to  quote  from  an  address  written  by  Mr. 
Van  Buren,  and  addressed  to  the  people  of  New 
Yorl^  when  he  was  in  the  Senate;  but  not  having 
expected  this  debate  to  come  on  at  this  time,  he 
had  it  not  at  hand.  He  might,  however,  say  that 
that  address  exhibited  great  devotion  to  the  in- 
tereots  of  hia  country,  and  pointed  out  the  pro- 
priety of  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war,  id  the 
burning  langingeof  patriotism,  which,  perhaps, 
was  only  excelled  by  the  language  of  the  Declara- 
tion of  Independence. 

But  what  was  the  next  subject-matter  of  accu- 
sation ?    A  gentlemnn  from  North  Carolina  [Mr. 
Clihgman]  and  a  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
[iMr.  Stewart]  had  charged  on  Mr.  Van  Buren 
that  he  had  ifontracted  an  enormous  debt,  and  left 
it  as  a  legacy  on  the  Administration  that  suc- 
ceeded him.     He  was  pleased  to  observe  that  ihe 
gentleman   from   Kentucky,  more  conscientious 
I  than  soiiieother8_,hadiioti'unituptoft3U,OOU,0<IO; 
but  that  gentleman  had  evidently  made  use  of  the 
I  tract  of  Mr.  Secretary  Ewing,  who  waa  the  first 
I  Secretary  lo  his  knowledge,  and  he  trusted  he 
was  the  loat,  that  would  ever  use  official  station 
lo  deceive  the  public  respecting  the  conduct  of 
preceding  public  functionaries. 

The  charge  that  Mr.  Van  Buren,  during  his 
administration,  created  a  debt  of  thirty-odd  mil- 
lion dollars,  which  he  left  to  bis  succesor,  was 
totally  untrue.    The  charge  had  been  repeated, 


however,  in  hish  places;  it  had  been  maile  in  an- 
other nniJ  roordiiiate  branch  of  this  Gnvemmrnt- 
it  hnd  lieen  ngnin  and  ajain  repeated,  thoueh  gi 
often  refuted,  wilh. -x  pertinacious dctenwinaiion to 
adhere  to  I  ho  charge,  in  order,  by  ronlinniiigia 
press  the  subject  upon  the  minds  of  the  people  of 
the  country,  that  an  effect  might  be  proiluced, 
like  n  continual  pouring  of  water  upon  a  rack 
that  a  conviction  of  the  reality  of  that  which  had 
no  existence  tni^ht  be  at  last  produced.   The 
Senate  of  the  United  States  passed  a  resolution, 
cttlling  upon  the  See  rotary  of  the  Treasury  to  Slate 
expressly  what  the  .tmount  of  indebteilnesivat; 
that  resolution  was  responded  to,  and  ii  then  ap- 
peared that  not   more  than  (6,500,(100  of  debi, 
which  wns  oitistandiiig  upon  Treasury  nolri.Tis 
left  by  Mr.  Van   Buren;  and  it  was  necessary, 
when  speaking  of  the  ex pciiditurcs  of  that  Ail- 
ministration,  lo  recollect  iho  very  cxursnnlinary 
causes  of  expenditure  which  then  exisleil  in  the 
erection  of  the  pulilic  biiildinga,  and  in  theproK- 
culinn  of  the  war  agniiiKi  the  Indians.    Tliei^ii- 
ilemanfroni  Kentucky  himself  acknowled^ihtl 
there  was  $8,000,000  of  debt.    This  waa  a  itrf 
important  sdmi'^Gion,  coming  from  the  quarter  it 
did.     The  proper  way  in  which  the  maUer  slioDld 
be  conaidered  was  to  look  at  the  times,  anil  lake 
into  account  the  unusual  calls  that  were  ncceisa- 
rily  made  upon   the  Treasury;  stid  not,  by  one 
general    sweep,  condemn    the    Administretioo. 
Why,  there  was  no  Administration  in  the  uni- 
versal world  that  inigbl  not  be  thus  rondemiKtl, 
no  matter  what  the  purity  of  the  Admlniairiunn 
might  be.  ■  It  was  the  easiest  thing  in  the  vorlj 
to  hurl  the  thunders  of  indignation  agaiiiai  ny 
Administration;  but  il  was  too  late  in  tiiiadajror 
intellectual  enlightenment,  lo  suppose  thai  the 
people  were  to  be  blinded  by  any  such  reiienil 
and  sweeping  denunciations.    Il  was  well knovn 
that  true  economy  consists  in  making  proper  and 
discreel  appropriations;  and  he  hazsrded  nolhii:; 
in  saying  that,  if  gentlemen  would  Uike  up  ll»t 
Admtnisiration  and  test  it  by  this  principle,  it 
would  stand  out  in  bold   relief,  as  being  beuer 
than  the  former,  and  infinitely  better  than  tlitt 
wliich  followed  it.     But,  as  for  theresponaibllity 
of  an  Administration  in  reference  to  expendlium, 
there  was  no  President  who  could  be  said  to  be 
responsible.    Who  was  it  that  held  the  pane- 
strings.'    Il  was  this  body.     They  msde  tbe  ap- 
propriations; and  the  Executive  was  bound,iinJer 
the  obligation  of  an  oath,  lo  tiarry  out  the  acti 
making  those  appropriations. 

The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  [Mr 
Clingman]  had  made  a  charge  against  the  Den- 
ocraiic  party,  in  which  he  cited  a  quotation  from 
the  language  nf  a  most  distinguished  man,  "iliat 
the  Democratic  party  were  held  together  by  il>e 
cohesive  power  of  the  spoils  of  ofliee."  Thii 
was  an  expression  used  by  Mr.  Calhoon  when 
he  was  not  in  intimate  relation  with  ihe  Deroa- 
craiic  party.  In  contemplating  the  charscler  of 
that  greot  man,  it  would  be  found  that  hisvi«« 
were  those  of  an  American  statesman,  not  oft 
parly  roan;  though  aeparatefrom  the  Democratic 
party,  yet  belonging  not  lo  the  opposite  one.  V 
the  gsntleman  from  North  Carolina  adduced  tha 
in  order  to  ahow  the  existentse  ofdivigiona  in  ilx 
Democratic  ranks,  he  had  not  accomplished  hu 
object.  Mr.  Calhoun  might  cease  to  coopers'* 
wjlli  his  political  friends,  but  the  dsy  could  nrtsr 
come  when  Federalism  could  be  thrown  upon  hit 
sho.ulders.  But  was  it  true  that  the  Demaenuc 
party  were  held  together  by  tbe  cohesive  po*^ 
of  the  spoils  of  oflir.e?  As  be  might  not  toon 
have  another  opportunity  of  expressing  «hsl  kt 
conceived  to  be  the  principles  of  the  DemsenM 
party,  he  would  take  this  occlusion  lodose.  Wii'i 
were  those  principles  i  They  were  these:  peiftct 
equality  in  all  political  and  civil  rights;  excius" 
privileges  lo  none.  None  of  your  banking  ij*- 
lems,  with  their  corrupting  influences;  dom  « 
your  high  protective tanffi(,givingexclusivepnr- 
lieges.  These  were  the  principles  of  lb*  Desie- 
craiic  party.  There  were,  of  course,  soiRe  ex- 
ceptions to  the  rule;  but  not  so  mony  as  to  stake 
the  principtea  of  the  party.  There  might  he  dif- 
ferences of  opinion  among  individual  taenbcn, 
but  the  principles  of  the  parly  rentained  oasks- 
ken.'  He  admitted  there  was  a  differcBceof  <ip<<^ 
ion  on  the  subject  of  protection,  but  ilist  thfrf" 
ence  was  unimportant;  and  he  insisted  thai  aa 
division  of  a  fragment  of  the  party  co*hi  att-^ 
liah  the  principle  that  tbe  Democratic  party  v^ 
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held  together  by  the  "coheaive  power  of  the 

pulilic  spoils." 

He  would  now  look  (it  the  other  side;  nnd  in 
thi'  ouisri  would  say,  that  the  Whi;  psny  of 
1840  had  no  title  to  (he  mime  of  n  p»rly,aiid  were 
jiodiin;  briler  tlinn  a  faclioii.  What  constituted 
n  party?  Sn  far  as  he  was  able  to  understand 
ihatqiieslitin,  a  party  was  a  body  c»f  men  associ- 
ated Uij;elh<r,  with  common  principles,  and  a 
desire  to  carry  those  principles  out,  for  the  pro- 
motion of  the  public  good.  Now,  what  was  a 
faction  ?  for  he  asserted  tiiat  the  Whis;s  of  1840, 
when  they  came  iitio  power,  were  nothing  but  u 
faction.  Paction  was  a  combination  of  a  body 
of  mini  to  obtain  political  power,  having  no  com- 
mon principles,  and  no  bond  of  union  but  the 
hope  of  spoils.  Was  there  any  declaration  of 
principles  made  by  the  Whigs  htforc  the  election.' 
Was  there  any  convention  of  the  people  called 
for  that  purpose.'  and  wifetherc  individuals  uu- 
thorizcd  to  declare  the  principles  on  wiiich  they 
went  into  tire  contest  •  Farfroinit.  When  Gen- 
eral Harrison  was  called  upon  to  avow  his  opin- 
ions on  an  important  question  of  national  fxdicy, 
the  Whigs,  who  had  charge  of  him,  would  not 
allow  him  to  answer,  because  they  feared  that,  in 
the  honesty  of  iiis  heart,  he  might  tell  the  truth, 
and  avow  principles  which  would  tend  to  injure 
their  cause.  They  had  a  committee  which  re- 
ceived and  answered  all  his  letters,  and  that  com- 
mittee answered  that  General  Harrison  hod  no 
more  developments  for  the  public  eye.  Did  not 
this  prove  that  the  Whigs  of  1840  came  directly 
within  ihe  view  of  what  he  hail  describe'd  as  a 
faction:  Out  as  lie  was  not  willing  that  anything 
illustrative  of  this  remarkalile  feature  in  the 
Whig  character,  should  escape  him,  he  should 
ask  for  the  reading  of  a  letter,  written  by  a  dis- 
tinguished genilffnnn  of  Virginia,  formerly  n 
Whig  caiididoic  for  elector  in  liiat  State,  and  now 
a  member  of  Congress;  a  gentleman  who  stood 
high  in  the  eslimuiioii  of  the  Whig  parly,  and 
one  whose  word  he  would  lake  where  honorand 
▼eracity  were  involved,  as  soon  as  that  of  any 
Iran  in  the  nation.  The  character  he  had  given, 
therefore,  of  the  Whijs  of  his  own  State,  must 
be  a  true  one.  He  alluded  to  Mr.  Willoiiohbt 
Newton,  and  asked  tha*  his  leiter  might  lie  read. 
[An  extract  from  Mr.  Newton's  letter — being 
the  nrinripal  part  of  it — was  read.] 

Mr.  NEWTON  rose,  and  asked ihatlhe  whole 
letter  mi^ht  he  read. 

Mr  PAYNE  said  he  had  not  the  whole  letter 
by  hiin.  He  had  read  as  much  of  the  letter  as 
he  had  cut  out  of  a  paper;  but  the  rest  was  im- 
material, and  di(f  not  differ  from  that  he  had 
fiuoted.  He  pledi:ed  himself  to  the  gentleman 
that  when  he  published  his  speech,  he  would  pub- 
lish the  whole  of  it. 

Well,  this  letter  spoke  of  the  Whig  party  as  a 
discordant  mass,  who  had  achieved  a  gnrat  vic- 
tory; and  the  fruits  of  that  victory  had  turned  to 
ashes,  because  they  had  no  common  principles  to 
bind  them  together;  nnd  that  their  eagerness  for 
success  induced  tliem  to  extend  their  lines  so  as 
to  embrace  in  them  birds  of  every  feather.  The 
letter  concluded  with  a  pi-ayer  to  God  ihift  hon- 
eslymight  hereafter  characterize  the  Whig  party. 
He  heartily  coneurred  in  that  prayer;  for  llinugh 
he  earnestly  desired  the  overlliiow  of  the  Whig 
party,  believing  that  their  success  would  be  ruinous 
to  Ihe  con  II  try,  yet  he  desired  only  to  carry  on  the 
contest  with  them  on  principle.  He  did  not  wish 
for  succosR  to  the  party  to  which  he  belonged  on 
any  othirr  grounds  than  on  those  of  principle. 
But  the  letter  which  had  just  been  rend  proved 
conclusively  the  truth  of  the  charge  he  had  made 
against  the  Whigs  of  1840,  that  they  were  noth- 
ing but  a  faction,  and  not  entitled  to  llie  name  of 
a.  party. 

Here  Ihe  Chairman's  mallet  fell,  announcing 
that  Mr.  P.'s  hour  had  expired. 

Mr.  PAYNE  observed  that  he  was  not  half 
through  with  his  remarks,  but  would  take  the 
coi'liesl  opportunity  of  concUiding  them. 
Mr.  HOW  LIN  then  obtained  the  floor. 
Mr.  NKWTON  asked  the  gentleman  to  yield 
him  the  floor  for  a  few  moments,  for  the  purpose 
of  exphinatinn. 

Mr.  BOWLIN  said  he  would  allow  the  gentlc- 

Diaii  an  opportunity  of  explaining,  provided   lie 

did   not   lake  up  too  much  of  his  time.     Would 

five  minutes  be  enough  for  the  gentleman  .' 

Mr.  NEWTON  could  not  tell  him  how  long 


it  frould  take  to  make  the  necesaary  explana- 
tion. 

Mr.  BOWLIN  then  declined  yielding  the  floor, 
as  the  geiitleninn  rould  obtain  it  in  the  course  of 
the  debate,  and  make  his  explanation  at  length. 

Mr.  NEW  TON  said  he  desired  to  say  to  ihe 
House  that  the  facts  stated  by  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama  were  not  consistent  with  the  record. 

Mr.  PAYNE  observed  that  he  would  publish 
the  whole  of  the  gentleman's  letter  with  his 
speech,  and  then  it  would  be  seen  that  there  was 
nothing  in  it  to  conflict  with  the  part  he  had  read. 

Mr.  TIBBATTS  asked  the  gentleman  from 
Missouri  to  yield  him  the  floor,  for  the  purpose 
of  making  an  e.Ynlanation, 

Mr.  BOWLIN  declined,  on  the  ground  that  the 
hour  allotted  him  was  wearing  away;  and  if  he 
allowed  one  gentleman  to  explain,  ho  must  allow 
others.  It  was  a  source  of  exceeding  regret  to 
him  that  this  bill,  somewhat  local  in  iis  character, 
and  of  such  vast  importance  to  Ihe  |ieople  of  the 
western  country,  should  have  been  the  means  o/ 
introducing  into  this  House  a  discussion  of  a 
party  character.  He  had  indtilgi'd  the  hope  that 
It  would  have  been  discussed  solely  with  refer- 
ence to  the  great  interests  it  was  framed  to  pro- 
tect, and  tliat  it  would  not  have  received  its 
deaiiiblow  from  a  quarter  whence  its  warmest 
support  should  have  come.  He  excei.'dingly  re- 
gretted that  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr. 
Divis]  waiveil,  the  other  day,  the  party  speech 
he  was  about  to  make,  wiieii  he  had  the  op- 
portunity of  making  it,  and  that  he  should  have 
taken  this  oe.eaaioii  to  inflict  it  on  a  bill  in  which 
the  whole  Wi.'st  was  so  deeply  interested,  and 
therebyjcopord,  if  not  entirely  destroy,  the  hopes 
of  it  ever  becoming  a  law.  In  i  he  indirect  man- 
ner in  which  the  gentleman  had  to-day  attacked 
this  bill,  he  but  showed  the  opposition  of  himself 
and  hisgreat  leader  to  those  griNit  interesia  which 
he  forin'-rly  so  much  cherished.  He  did  not  hesi- 
tate to  say  that  the  course  of  the  genllenian  from 
Kentucky  to  day  was  such  as  to  inflict  a  blow  on 
the  bill  in  a  covert  way,  but  more  fatal  than  any 
injury  it  couiti  have  received  from  an  open  and 
avowed  enemy. 

From  Ihia  day  forth,  he  lost  nil  hopes  of  car- 
rying that  bill  tiirongli;  and  he  could  not  iivoiil 
charging  iis  defeat  on  the  genilcman  him.self.  If 
the  object  of  the  gentlenin.i  waa  to  war  on  that 
section  of  the  country  from  whence  he  came,  he 
had  most  efl'ectually  accomplished  it.  There  were 
more  ways  of  defeating  a  measure  than  by  openly 
and  directly  opposing;  it;  and  the  genllenian  had 
taken  the  mosielTectual  means  that  the  ingenuity 
of  man  could  devise  to  accom|ilisli  that  object. 
He  had  too  much  resp-'Ct  for  the  gentleman's  in- 
telligence to  Huppose  that  he  couhl  have  mistaken 
the  efl'ects  of  such  a  speech  as  he  had  inflicted  on 
this  bill;  and  the  conclusion  was  tlirrefore  irre- 
sisiibli,'  that  such  was  the  object  h-;  had  in  view. 
The  subject  under  discussion  when  the  gentle- 
man commenced  his  remarks  was  a  proposition 
to  increase  the  amount  of  thcapproprintion  in  fuie 
of  the  clauses  of  the  bill;  and  on  this  simple  ques- 
tion, ihegenileman  took  occasion  I u make  a  parly, 
political  speech,  in  which  he  aitacked  almost 
every  public  man  who  difl'ercd  with  him  in  polit- 
ical opiiiioiiH,  and  who  came  within  the  range  of 
li!s  observaiion;  and  in  which  there  wirs  not  a 
word  sail!  about  the  measure  umler  discussion. 
The  gentleman  undertook  to  lell  iho  House  about 
the  negligence  of  a  former  Adminfftration,  in  not 
paying  the  claimants  to  whom  ihe  Government 
was  indebted;  and  he  instanced  the  cases  of  the 
Massachusetts  militia,  and  the  Missouri,  Geor- 
gia, and  Florida  claims.  Now,  had  these  cases 
anything  to  do  with  the  measure  before  the 
House.'  If  the  gentleman  expected  to  make  any 
political  capital  out  of  this  kind  of  argument,  he 
was  mistaken,  so  faras  Missouri  was  concerned; 
for.  let  him  tell  the  geiiileman,  the  Whigs  had 
the  power  ill  Congress  for  three  Hessions,  and  the 
Missouri  volunteers  were  not  paid  yet.  There 
was  a  bill  for  that  purpose  now  oefore  the  House, 
which  he  hoped  would  be  got  through  before  the 
close  of  the  session. 

Why  thisalhision  to  the  Georgia  claims  .'  Was 
it  an  appeal  to  their  avarice?  What  had  these 
elainis  to  tin  with  the  Hubj<'ct  before  the  House  ? 
He  presumed  that  the  gentleman  had  no  such  in- 
tciitiDii,  and  that  his  only  object  was  to  inflict  a 

fiarty  speech  on  the  House  at  the  expense  of  the 
ivesof  the  people  of  llie  West,  who  navigate  the 


Miasisaippi  and  Ohio,  and  of  the  rich  commerce 
that  is  floated  on  those  streams.  He  could  have 
wished  that  the  gentleman  had  seen  the  wreck  of 
the  Shepherdess,  and  witnessed  the  fearful  lusa 
of  life  and  pro[>erty  that  took  place  on  that  occa- 
sion. Such  a  sight  could  not  l>ui  have  awakened 
in  him  some  feeling  for  those  who  are  exposed  to 
like  Calamities,  and  induced  him,  if  he  could  nol 
yield  his  hearty  support  to  this  bill,  lo  at  least 
refrain  from  injuring  it  in  this  way. 

Mr.  B.  then  spoke  of  the  hostility  that  had 
lately  been  shown  by  Mr.  Clay  to  the  improve- 
mentoftbe  western  waters.  He  knew  not  whether 
this  change  of  conduct  in  the  great  Whig  leader 
had  been  the  result  of  premeditated  vengeance 
against  lho.TO  western  Slates  for  not  coming  into 
certain  measures;  but  it  was  notorious  that  Mr. 
Clay  had  changed  his  opuiions  on  the  question  of 
western  improvements.  He  knew  not  whether 
the  fact  of  the  profession  of  political  principles  by 
Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Missouri,  in  opposition  to 
those  which  heinculcated,  might  not  have  caused 
this  change.  The  course  of  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  [Mr.  Davis]  had  been  so  plain  that 
the  blind  might  read  it.  He  haiTgiven  the  meas- 
ure which  ought  to  have  received  his  hearty  sup- 
port, a  mortal  stab;  and  he  cared  not  what  the 
gentleman's  vole  might  be,  or  what  he  might 
hereafter  say  on  the  subject,  yet  he  had  efi°ecl- 
ually  killed  the  bill. 

Irfe  had  before  observed  that  the  course  of  Ihe 
gentleman  to-day  was  in  accordance  with  the 
change  of  policy  which,  had  been  shown  by  his 
great  leader.  Mr.  Clay  himself,  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, voted  against  an  important  western  im- 
provement; and  the  gentleman  was  now  following 
ills  example,  by  giving  this  bill  a  side-blow,  in- 
stead of  attacking  it  openly  and  directly.  It  waa 
passing  strange  that  the  gentleman  should  have 
taken  such  a  course,  conmdering  his  relations 
with  the  West,  leaving  the  lives  and  commerce 
of  the  people  of  the  Weat  to  the  mercy  of  the 
snngs  nnd  waves  without  an  eflTort  to  save  it. 

The  next  point  in  the  speech  of  the  gentleman 
upon  the  question  whether  improvements  should 
be  made'to  draw  the  snags  out  of  the  Mississippi 
river,  was  a  commentary  on  the  condition  of  the 
finance;  and  he  went  into  a  detail  to  show  that 
every  Congress  which  had  sat  here  for  many  years 
past,  except  the  glorious  Twenty-Seventh,  was 
composed  of  most  extravagai.l  fellows.  It  was 
admitted  that  the  Whigs  came  into  power  with  a 
national  debt  of  (,8 ,000,000;  and  that,  after  the  lapse 
of  two  short  years,  it  was  run  up  to  ^30,000.000; 
being  an  increase  of  $10,000,000  per  annum.  They 
should,  perhaps,  be  told  that  it  was  not  a  Whig, 
but  aTyler  ndminisiralion;  but  this  he  denied; 
for,  as  far  us  the  appropriations  were  concerned, 
the  Admiiiistralinn  had  been  Whig.  Mr.  Tyler 
had  no  power  to  appropriate  a  single  dollar,  or  lo 
expend  %  dollar  appropriated,  but  as  the  Whig 
Congress  had  prescribed;  and  the  Whigs  were 
responsible  for  the  increase  of  the  public  debt 
from  J'^.OOO.OOO  to  $30,000,000  at  a  time  of  nro- 
fonnd  peace — peace  even  with  the  Indian  triues; 
and  at  a  time,  too,  when  there  were  no  expensive 
removals  of  Indian  tribes,  or  the  eontinnation  of 
costly  public  buildings,  or  national  works  of  any 
kind. 

The  very  first  act  of  that  Administration  waa 
to  saddle  the  country  with  the  expense  of  an  ex- 
tra wssion  of  Congress.  ,  He  knew  it  might  be 
replied  that  Mr.  Van  Buren  called  an  exira  ses- 
sion, too,  at  the  commencement  of  his  Adminia- 
tration,biit  the  reason  was  clearand  saiisfaciory; 
it  was  attributable  to  the  villainous  wicked iiesa  of 
the  banks,  which  rendered  it  necessary  that  Mr. 
Van  Buren  should  appeal  to  Congress  for  the 
means  to  administer  the  Government.  That  oc- 
casioned the  necesaity  for  Mr.  Von  Buren's  ex- 
tra session;  but  what  neceeessity  was  there  for 
that  of  Ihe  year  1841  ?  We  were  at  perfect  peace 
with  all  the  world,  and  all  our  atfairs  were  going 
on  smoothly.  Perhaps  it  was  necessary  for  the 
leader  of  the  party  to  lay  down  his  principles, 
nnd  lo  prescribe  the  rule  of  action  for  his  follow- 
ers, and  to  whip  them  into  the  traces.  Every 
one  would  recollect  the  six  celebrated  resolutions 
passed  in  the  Senate;  for^  having  been  laid  down 
by  the  parly  dictator,  who  dared  gainsay  ihem? 
What,  then,  was  the  extra  session  culled  for? 
Why,  one  gentleman  said  an  appropriation  was 
made  for  some  little  debt  of  $l,i>00,000;  but  the 
absolute  necessity,  surely,  was  not  pretended  to 
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be  fbnnd  there.  It  was  to  eatabliah  a  partjr  pot* 
icy  before  the  people  had  time  to  beor  it  down  by 
an  eXpreaaion  of  opinion,  it  waa  for  ihe  purpoae 
of  ealabliahing  their  bankrupt  law,  to  apon^e  out 
the  debts  of  specalatora  and  awindlrra,  without 
regard  to  the  rights  and  inlereata  of  creditors;  an 
act  which  was  a  perfect  burlesque  on  a  bankrufil 
law  deserving  of  tlie  name.  That  was  one  of  their 
first  acts;  and  how  cfTectnally  had  it  been  con- 
demned by  ihe  jwople  !■  Tlie  repeal  of  their  own 
act,  at  (heir  second  session,  waa  sufiieienily  ex- 
pressitre;  but,  as  one  of  the  beauteous  reaulia  of  { 
that  extra  session,  the  creditors  of  th»country 
had  been  swindled  by  tbat  bankrupt  law  to  the 
amount  of  |3(I0,(A0,008. 

Another  object  of  tlie  extm  session  was  to  pass  { 
a  bank  bill;  and,  failing  in  tlint,  to  establish  a 
fiscal  a^nt,  whose  fate  was  notnrinna.  Anotliirr 
was  the  repeal  of  Ihe  indf  pendent  Treasury  net, 
which  half  been  in  operation  for  aevfrul  yenrs 
without  loss  to  the  Ooveniraont  or  to  the  people. 
It'Waa,  howeTer,'repcRled;nnd  recoorsc  was  again 
had  to  thnae  verv  banks  which  liad  sd  much  em- 
barmaned  the  Qovernment  and  tlie  nation;  and 
this  and  other  meSsures  were  hurried  llirou»h  the 
forms  of  legislation  with  indecent  baste,  fearing 
doubtkss  to  await  the  expression  of  public  npiii> 
ion  tend  the  people's  estimate  of  their  acts. 

Ona  gentleman  had  told  thnm  some  of  the  evil 
coiiaequuDces  of  a  reRtnraiiun;  but,  in  (hat  re- 
spect, wherein  did  the  two  opimsing  parties  differ? 
The  candidate  of  the  one  hod  been  the  President 
in  name  and  in  fact,  and  the  candidate  of  the  other 
had  been  Preaident  all  but  in  name.  This  was 
notorious;  and  hence  the  gentleman's  dissertation 
on  the  evils  of  a  reaioration,  if  an  argument  against 
any  oaftdidate  for  the  Presidency  wus  an  argu- 
ment against  his  own.  But  the  gentleman,  to 
amuse  the  western  people,  had  complained  that 
Ihs  Cumberland  road  was  neglected;  but  did  he 
charge  the  abandonment  of  that  work  agniiiat  his 
opponents?  The  geiitlemiin  pmbably  found  it 
convenient  to  forget  that  his  own  party  voted 
against  it  in  184U.  He  also  eulogized  the  last 
tanff  act,  and  in  that  he  was  consistent  with  him- 
self and  with  his  party  usages.  Bill,  while  eulo- 
rising  that  infanionsact — the  curacof  the  poor — 
le  professed  to  belong  to  a  party  that  were  Ihe 
poor  man's  Iwnefaciors  and  pmteciors. 

He  was  not  desirous  to  oxcite  unkind  feelings 
in  one  class  towards  another;  but  the  truth  com- 
pelled him  to  say  that  that  enactment  waa  a  curse 
to  the  poor,  for  the  benefit  of  the  rich.  Honskcd 
the  gentleman  to  review  the  specific  duties  of  that 
act,  and  he  would  find  cotton  that  coat  the  poor 
nan  six  cents,  taxed  at  the  rale  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty  pcroeni.,  while  tliose  which  <rnst  two 
alrillings,  and  were,  eonsequfiitly,  within  the 
moan*  of  the  rich  oii'y,  were  taxed  liut  thirty  per 
cent.;  and  yet  that  waa  an  act  passed  by  ilic  la- 
borer's friend!  But  further:  n  piece  <if*n:imiel 
which  cost  twenty  shillings — siicli  as  waa  worn 
by  the  poor  man,  the  object  of  the  gentleman's 
very  peculiar  eare— was  taxed  one  hundred  per 
ceiU.,  whik  the  finest  flannel,  costing  fifty-nine 
shillings  a  piece,  was  taxed  but  at  the  rate  of 
forty  nor  cent.;  and  yet,  he  repeated,  this  was 
dtiiie  by  a  party  professing  to  l>c,  par  eietUew.t, 
the  poor  man's  friend.  In  short, uvrrylhingcon- 
sufned  or  used  by  the  poor  and  indiistrinna  wns 
taxed  immoderately,  wliile  but  n  gcnilu  band  was 
laid  on  the  articles  used/liy  the  riUi. 

The  gentleman  uUo  rulogized  the  distribution 
aebeme,  but  he  knew  the  |w>or  would  mit  be  the 
recipients  of  the  money  diatributed,  or  possibly 
he  would  not  be  its  sdvocatcn  but  lie  could  not, 
by  throwing  ihist  in  the  peopks's  eyes,  blind  ihe 
effect  of  tliat  measure.  The  iiren-ased  specific 
duties  were  to  supply  tlie  deficiency  created  in 
the  Treasury  by  the  distribution;  and  hence  the 
poor  were  oppressively  taxed — first  for  the  ben- 
ekt,  of  the  rion,  as  lie  had  showtt;  and  next,  that 
spectilatora  might  have  the  means  whereon  to 
•(Meulate  to  the  disarmngrniciit  ofllic  cninmerce 
and  solid  proaperity  of  the  eouiury;  and  then,  in 
caae  of  Aiihire,  to  sponge  out  llieir  debts  by  a 
Whig  bankrupt  law. 

He  would,  however,' return  to  the  question  be- 
fore the  committee;  and  what  was  it  ?  A  propo- 
■ition  to  increase  an  appropriation  now  ilbO,U(H), 
some  040,000,  for  the  purpose  of  clearing  out 
snags  In  the  river,  and  improving  certain  harbors. 
He  entreated  the  House  to  come  back  to  the  coii- 
■Hieralion  of  ibis  question,  for  it  was  intimately 
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connected  with  the  interests  o(  the  great  West. 
This  poUtical  wranglin|:,  this  mixing  up  of  party 
politics  with  the  great  niteresis  of  the  West,  he 
feared  would  jeopard  tin  bill;  and  hence  he  en- 
treated the  House  to  come  back  to  this  question, 
and  for  a  moment  to  contemplate  its  importance. 
The  great  stream  which  flowed  down  ilie  Missis- 
sippi, running,  though  it  did,  through  a  country 
which,  fifty  years  ago,  was  one  vast  unbroken 
wilderness,  now  bore  on  its  surface  to  the  At- 
lantic ocean  more  exported  produce  of  the  West 
tlian  all  the  importations  of  the  entire  country; 
but  in  consequence  of  the  nature  of  the  soil,  and 
oilier  cireumstaiKrs  Which  he  needed  not  stop  to 
detail,  obstructions  to  tlie  navigation  were  found, 
whose  removal  called  for  appropriations  by  this 
Government. 

He  besought  gentlemen  to  permit  the  House  to 
act  upon  ilio  bill.  They  had  been  driven  into  the 
defense  of  it  by  insidious  attacks,  not  upon  the 
provisions  of  the  bill  itaelf,  but  atlacks  which 
ware  harder  to  meet,  bccauae  wholly  I'urcign  to 
the  subject — attacks  upon  party  uf  a  most  inflam- 
matory nature.  The  western  navigation  iiredrd 
protection.  Let  a  man  take  up  a  western  pa|>cr, 
and  he  would  not  fail  to  read  of  some  accident. 
They  were  of  constant  recurrence. 

Mr.TIBBATTS  moved  that  the  committee  rise. 

Mr.  WHITE  expressed  o  I'eaire  to  make  some 
remarks  hi  reply.  There  had  l«en  nrnpl"}  prov- 
ocation, but  noiwithstaiiding  all  that  pruvucalinn, 
he  was  not  diefposed  to  occupy  the  time  of  the 
committee  at  this  late  hour,  but  would  claim  tlio 
privilege,  at  some  more  convenient  time,  of  re- 
plying to  the  general  topics  which  had  been  in- 
troduced into  this  debate. 

The  coinipittee  then  rose,  and  reported  pro- 
gress; Slid 

The  House  adjourned. 

The  ftiUnwing  petilintiN.  prtii^pntctl  lo  ilny,  were  linnileii 
to  Ilia  rt'imrtt^ri*  l>y  tim  iiii'iiilii*r.H  prcxiMiting  Iliriii: 

ByMr.  MORIllS.iif  Pi:iiii«ylvaiiia:  Tlie  uii'Bioriiil  9f  rit- 
JKCiiit  of  Mniicli  I'liinik.  PniiiHjIvniii.'i,  ai;iihitit  nil]'  iiimlifi- 
Cfitiiiil  of  11":  lliriff,  It*  tl  C.1II  iinly  n-jtull  in  tin:  ileclnicfioB 
iit'n  Inr^  aiiviulit  i)f  InveM^il  ca|Ht.*il,  and  in  lite  ruductfnii 
ofllic  wtincM  ui'lAlior,  iiiHl  in  iliu  ntnininiinu  orbudiutfw. 

AI;*o,  lilt:  iiienidhftl  m' cilizelu*  «l"  Vnl!t;y  Fi»rpM,  Pmin:*yl- 
vaiiia,  n'prerit^titiiig  tile  |)ro..:|H-rou.'4  rotidltioli  of  lllp  coillllry 
un>l<*r  llr*:  tnrilf,  nud  pnitftiiin;  ii|*niiirt  any  further  experi- 
ninnti*  npiiii  lh«  latMir  niiil  iiMliintrv'  ot'llir  pi;n|ile. 

Ily  Mr.  TIIDMASSOiV  :  Tliu  in'mionnflliulmriinf  t'ap 
lain  Ttiniiiat*  Martin,  U<-cCii!te<l,  a-<llin!t  contniuution  pity; 
ivliicti  wa«  rererrcl  to  tliu  Coniiuiltee  on  Revolmionary 
IViiMmi--*. 

Oy  Mr.  STEWART,  of  Punni'ylTnnia  :  Fmir  mi'morial*, 
nauiwou^ty  Higiied  tiy  iIip  citiseiiMor  Pi-iinfyivania.  wninn- 
slralina  axain.-t  any  alti-rallnn  or'  lli«  larilT  lif  184^;  which, 
tliny  allege,  iH  miMily  rt-^torinii  ihr  iiatiDiial  prosperity  ;  and 
ilei»feraliiic  llip  |»ai«i'aj.p  of  Ihi!  hilt  rrjMirlfd  tiy  fhcCoinmit- 
tiMi-of  VVayn  ami  Mp.iii^,  winch  tliey  regard  lu  destructive 
(o  tin*  Iwhl  ialrrniilH  4tl'  iliti  coniury. 

ny  Mr.  SP.VER.WrE:  A  pt;lilinn  In  favor  of  (he  c?lnle 
of  ihc  lutu  Jarom  :$.  Thatcher,  purser  in  Uie  United  States 
Navy. 

Hy  Mr.  WETMEKEn:  A  petilion  froin  S.  Feonl,  Henry 
('lay  Taylor,  and  two  hundred  and  hx  vuutv  of  tin*  Tliir- 
Ipentli  ward  of  llalliniore.  rpprcKcntins  that  permanency  in 
onr  reveiiu'f  tawi«  b  indt^jtcnwilily  nece^iiaryloproinoliillie 
l,u»l«io«a  ofivnuioiiN  of  ibe  conutry.  nnd  n)iiMiii>tnitin| 
afaimi  any  change  in  tiie  prevent  uriffiawe. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Satdrdat,  Jlpril  G,  1844. 

The  Journal  ofyesterday  was  read  and  approved . 

Mr.  TIBB.ATTS  rose  to  present  a  resolution 
for  the  purpose  of  fixing  half-past  one  o'clock 
this  day  lo  terminate  the  debute  in  the  Commitiev 
of, the  Whole  on  tlie  state  of  the  Union  on  bill 
(No.  126)  entitled  "A  bill  making  appropriations 
for  certain  harbors  and  rivers,"  after  which  time 
the  cnmmiiive  should  proceed  to  vole  on  amend- 
mems;  and  that  four  o'clock  thisafternoon  abould 
be  fixed  to  terminate  debate  in  the  snine  commit- 
tee on  another  bill — bill  (No.  SOS)  "  making  ap- 
appmpHaiions  for  certain  harbors  and  rivers," 
after  which  time  the  committee  should  proceed 
to  vote  on  amendments  offered  to  that  bill. 

TheSPEAICER  slated  that  the  resolution  could 
only  be  received  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  TIBBATTB  movrd  to  suspend  the  rules, 
for  the  purpose  of  considering  that  resolution. 

After  a  conversation,  in  which  Messrs. 
PAYNE,TIBBATT3,C.J0HNS0N.WHITE, 
SEYMOUR  of  New  York,  HOPKINS,  snd 
others,  look  part,  the  residution  waa  modified  by 
striking  out  that  [lortion  which  related  to  the  bill 
No.  203,  and  limiting  the  resolution  to  bill  No. 
126— so  moiiiiBti  m  to  fix  two  o'clock,  instsad  of 


half  post  one,  for  the  terminatitm  of  the  debt(« 
on  that  bill. 

In  that  shape,  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR,  of  New  York,  obiained  per- 
mission to  make  a  minority  refiori  from  the  Cam- 
mitlce  nf  Ways  and  Means  on  the  subject  oflhi 
larlif,  of  which  ten  thousand  extra  copies  were 
ordered  lo  be  primed. 

Mr.  TIBB.ATTS  then  moved  that  the  Roue 
resolve  itsi-lf  into  thcCommilteeof  the  Whole  on 
lire  stale  of  the  Union,  for  thr  purpose  of  eoatin- 
uing  the  consideration  of  bill  (No.  126)  making 
appropriations  for  ceriain  harbors  and  rivers. 

The  motio.i  was  a«reed  to,  and  Mr.  Botd  took 
the  chair;  the  pending  question  being  on  Mr. 
H ore's  motion  to  increase  the  appropriation  for 
Ihe  iniprnvcmentof  ihK  Mississippi,  the  Missouri, 
the  Arkansas,  the  Illinois, and  the  lower poftios 
of  the  04iin  rivers,  from  «I8U,000  to  t223JWe. 

Mr.  WHITE  obtained  ihe  floor,  and  remarked 
ihai  the  House  had  asreed  to  terminate  debaieon 
this  bill  at  iwo  n'cloclc,  and  he  wns  net  dtspoaed 
in  occupy  that  limiied  time  by  any  continoaiion 
of  the  political  debate  of  yesterday,  pniriiled  lit 
could  have  an  assurance  that  the  lime  would  be 
devoted  to  a  consideration  of  this  bill.  If,  how- 
ever, that  debate  was  to  be  proaecuted,  he  sbouM 
claim  his  portion  of  the  time. 

Mr.  TIBBATTS  hoped  and  believed  the  short 
remaining  linoe  would  -be  devoted  lo  the  conad- 
eration  of  this  Inll, 

Mr.  WHITE,  then,  would  yield  the  floor,  sad 
reserve  the  remarks  he  intended  to  make  for 
some  future  nceasiun. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  said  he  had  a  word  to  «ay  be- 
fore any  bargains  should  be  made  in  n-gard  lothii 
discussion.  His  friend  from  Kentucky  [Mr. 
TiBBATTs]  hail  no  authority  to  bind  thi«  aide  of 
ihe  House,  and  he  presumed  he  did  notdtsifs  lo 
be  so  understood.  As  forhimstif,  he  woald  lake 
his  own  course.  He  did  not  inti-nd  to  go  into  t 
parly  debate  on  this  bill,  and  he  believed  ka 
friends  had  no  such  intention.  He  said  the  geo- 
tleman  from  Kentucky' (Mr.  White]  rouiiuke 
Ilia  own  course,  and  upon  his  own  responsibility, 
regardlessof  any  pledges  from  Democrats.  Tkty 
had  not  sought  a  party  debate  at  ihis  time;  bat 
the  gentlfmaii  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Davii]  ka4 
thrown  a  fire-brand  into  the  discussion,  to  the  i»- 
lerruptionnnd  dehiyof  the  public  business  of  the 
country.  Neither  he  (Mr.  H.)  nor  his  fritnb 
were  responsible  for  this  unwarranted  and  an- 
provoked  inrprruption;  and,  but  for  tlie  repettHi 
efTiirlsof  genllenienon  the  othrr  aide,  they  migbt 
have  been  much  fnriher  advanced  in  buiiDen 
than  ihi-y  are.  He  thought,  tberefore,  the  ges- 
ileman's  appeal  lo  stop  a  party  debate  which  Kit 
own  colleasne  [Mr.. Davis]  had  very  imprsperiy 
commenced  on  ihis  bill,  was  out  of  place;'sad  il 
should  not  influence  him.  They  had  opened  tbe 
war,  and  he  was  willing  lo  carry  it  on.  As  soos 
as  the  proper  time  arrived,  he  waa  for  carryiat 
ilic  war  into  the  enemy's  camp;  and  if  ihefiirBH 
of  Ihis  bill  should  lose  it,  they  must  charge  il  to 
th'Mie  who  had  thrown  the  fire  brand  into  the  de- 
bate. He  therefore  protested  against  snytutb 
nrrangifments.  Let  gentlemen  take  their  ow« 
course,  and  stand  r<*apnnsible  to  the  country  Isr 
iheir  action.  As  for  himself,  he  had  no  barjii* 
lo  make. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH  desired  to  say  a  wad 
or  I  wo. 

Mr.  BRINICERHOFFalHoreftucMedlhegea- 
tiemnn  from  Kentucky  to  yield  the  floor, 

Mr,  WHI  IE  said  he  stilt  retained  the  fleoroii 
this  bill,lo  which  Ire  waa  friendly,  and  he  wsi 
not  to  be  thrown  off  his  propriety  by  anythhig 
that  could  be  said  there.  There  had  been  oae 
speech  made  on  his  side,  and  two  on  the  other 
aide,  since  this  bill  has  been  before  the  comsiit- 
lee;  he,  neverilielcss,  would  yield  theflonr,s*i« 
short  a  lime  was  allotted  to  this  bill;  and  if  a"! 
Democrat  thought  proper  to  continue  the  political 
debate,  lie  would  do  it  at  his  peril;  and  he  waoU 
take  his  chance  nf  gotting  the  floor  to  make  a  R- 
ply  liereafler.  He  would  now  yit-ld  the  flosr, 
and  any.  man  might  take  it  Ihal  thought  proper. 

Mr,  PAYNE  was  willing  to  uke  the  floor  at 
his  peril  at  this  time.  ' 

[Cries  of  "  Oh,  Pathc,  don't !"] 

Mr.  WENTWORTH.  In  my  devotioa  « 
party  I  will  yield  to  no  man  in  this  House.  My 
votea,  my  whole  life,  bespeak  me  an  ultra  pw- 
tiwin,  upon  all  party  queations.     Bui,  sir,  1  eu- 
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notc«rry  my  politics  into  every  relation  of  life. 
The  discussion  on  this  bill,  by  general  consent, 
is  to  close  at  two  o'clock.  We  want  nil  this  time 
to  mature  the  bill.  The  tarilT  bill  will  come  up 
on  Tuesday,  and  will  be  under  discussion  several 
weeks.  Then  gentlemen  can  talk  upon  every 
man,  every  measure,  and  everything  they  please. 
I  may  then  indulge  my  political  propensities 
somewhat.  But  I  cannot  now.  Such  a  course 
could  never  be  justified.  It  would  be  calamitous 
in  the  highest  tiegrce.  There  is  noconsiderallon 
that  would  induce  me  to  follow  the  example  of 
the  honorable  genllcmnn  from  Kentucky,  [.Mr. 
Davis,]  yesterday,  and  throw  a  party  fire-brand 
into  this  debate.  This  bill  involves  the  interests 
of  the  whole  West;  and  not  only  the  safety  of  a 
vast  amount  of  property  depends  upon  it,  but, 
what  is  above  all  price,  a  vast  number  of  human 
lives.  I  entreatgentlfmen,  then,  to  hold  up  their 
wrath  for  a  few  short  days,  and  give  up  all — all 
tlieir  attention  to  the  ininnsic  merits  of  this  bill, 
whose  passage  is  demanded  by  so  many  impera- 
tive considerations.  Hoping  that  this  appeal 
may  be  listened  to,  I  cheerfully  yield  the  floor. 

Mr. THOMPSON  hoped  Iheamendmentwould 
prevail.  It  was  just  in  itself;  when  it  was  com- 
pared with  the  amendment  adopted  yesterday,  it 
was  imperiously  demanded.  There  was  a  small 
portion  of  the  Ohio  river  where  there  was  but  a 
small  stream,  for  which  $100,000  had  been  appro- 
priated; and  yet,  for  the  lower  and  more  import- 
ant part  of  that  river,  and  some  four  or  five  other 
large  streams,  on  which  floated  their  internal 
commerce,  amounting  to  J20,000,000  per  an- 
num, there  was  propo-sed  but  the  paltry  sum  of 
)18O,O0O— being  but  (80,0(10  more  than  for  the 
small  stream  of  the  upper  part  of  the  Ohio. 

In  addition  to  this,  aconsidcration  which  should 
operate  in  relation  to  the  improvement  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, was,  that  it  was  required  for  the  saving 
of  life  and  property,  where  both  were  imminently 
endangered.  Where,  as  in  the  case  of  the  upper 
Ohio,  there  was  no  danger  threatening  either  life 
or  property,  the  only  end  lo  be  gained  was  sim- 
ply the  rendering  the  navigation  more  easy.  If 
they  were  to  go  upon  that  system,  they  would 
find  a  thousand  streams  which  would  equally 
claim  the  attention  of  Congress.  These  consid- 
erations were  sufficient  to  justify  him  in  saying 
that  he  looped  the  amendment  would  be  adopted. 
Mr.  OWEN  said  he  hoped  the  House  would 
take  the  same  course  in  relation  to  this  amend- 
ment as  they  had  done  in  reference  to  the  amend- 
ment proposed  yesterday  to  increase  the  appro- 
priaiion  for  the  upper  Ohio.  He  would  be  ex- 
tremely glad  if  the  Wabash  was  included,  for 
he  regarded  it  as  a  far  more  important  river  than 
the  Illinois.  He  would,  at  present,  move  no 
amendment;  but  if  the  Illinois  river  was  to  be  in- 
cluded, as  had  been  suggested,  he  would  feel 
compelled  to  move  that  Uie  Wabash  be  also  in- 
cluded. 

*  Mr.  CROSS  said  he  was  no  advocate  for  the 
distribution  of  the  public  treasure  for  local  pur- 
poses. He  was  no  advocate  for  prodigality  in  any 
form.  He  would  oppose  nil  appropriations  of  the 
public  money,  except  for  the  general  benefit  of  the 
whole  country.  So  far  as  the  Arkansas  river  was 
concerned,  no  one  could  entertain  a  doubt  as  to 
the  constitutional  authority  of  Consrcss  to  take 
measurua  for  ita  improvement.  Its  improvement 
was  an  object  of  great  national  importance.  The 
Indian  tribes  v^ho  had  been  located  by  this  Gov- 
ernment at  an  expense  of  $15,000,000,  westward 
of  Arkansas,  it  was  well  known  were  in  a  state 
of  enmity;  and  it  was  necessary  that  forts  should 
be  kept  up  along  the  frontier.  These  forts  could, 
with  very  great  difficulty,  be  supplied,  unless  the 
navigation  of  that  river  were  improved.  If  the 
navigation  of  that  river  were  confined  to  the 
State,  he  would  ttien  regard  it  as  a  local  subject. 
But  this  was  not  the  case;  it>  extended  three  or 
four  hundred  miles  beyond  the  limits  of  the  Slate. 
If  the  State  of  Arkansas  was  more  powerful,  it 
would  probably  be  courted  in  view  of  the  coming 
contest;  but  containing,  as  it  did,  but  a  popula- 
tion of  a  little  over  one  hundred  thousand ,  it  was 
to  be  feared  that  her  interests  would  not  be  so 
much  regarded  by  gentlemen  as  those  of  some 
other  States.  ' 

Mr.  VINTON  said  he  should  vote  for  the  prop- 
osition to  increase  the  appropriation,  because  he 
l>elieved  the  amount  could  be  well  applied;  and, 
indeed,  a  much  larger  sum.    But  he  rose  at  pres- 


ent merely  to  set  gentlemen  right,  and  particu- 
larly the  gentleman  from  Mississippi,  [Mr. 
TnoMrsos,]  who  seemed  to  think  that  the  amend- 
ment made  yesterday  in  regard  to  the  upper  Ohio 
was  too  large.  If  the  gentleman  would  look  at 
the  estimates  sent  down  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment, he  would  perceive  that  the  sum  staled  in  the 
bill  was  not  more  than  one  half  the  amount  esti- 
mated. 
Mr.  TIBBATTS  observed  that  the  nmendment 

Eroposcd  agreed  with  the  report  of  the  engineer, 
ie  thought  it  ought  to  be  adopted. 

Mr.  RATHBUN  said  he  would  be  willing  to 
vote  for  the  bill  in  its  original  shape;  but  if  this 
amendment  wns  adopted,  he  would  be  obliged  to 
vote  against  it. 

Mr.  DICKEY  said  he  did  not  think  they  need 
apprehend  any  danger  from  increasing  the  appro- 
priations, so  as  to  bring  them  up  to  the  estimates 
of  the  Department. 

Mr.  HARDIN  said  gentlemen  were  mistaken 
in  supposing  that  the  sum  of  $223,000  was  the 
estimate  of  the  Department;  it  was  the  amount 
considered  by  the  engineer  necessary  to  keep  the 
snag-boats  in  operation.  The  estimates  of  the 
Department  for  the  improvement  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, Missouri,  Ohio,  and  Arkansas  rivers,  was 
$443,000. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  said  he  should  give  this 
amendment  his  support,  as  he  had  yesterday 
supported  the  increase  of  the  nppropriation  for 
tlie  upper  Ohio.  He  thought  it  the  best  economy 
to  appropriate  a  sufficient  sum  at  once.  He 
should  feel  Justified,  therefore,  in  voting  for  the 
increased  ai>propriations. 

Mr.  ABBOTT  said  he  was  in  favor  of  internal 
improvements,  whether  for  the  West,  the  East, 
the  North,  or  the  South.  He  was  willing  to  vote 
for  the  bill,  because  he  believed  it  was  for  the 
interest  of  the  West. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR,  of  New  York,  said  he  re- 
gretted that  there  should  be  any  indisposition  in 
any  quarter  to  make  full  appropriations,  so  long 
as  they  had  estimates  from  the  proper  Depart- 
ment. He  thought  they  had  sufficient  data  be- 
fore them  to  satisfy  the  House  that  the  nppropri- 
ntions  ought  to  be  increased  beyond  what  the 
bill  contained  as  reported.  Neither  did  he  think 
it  would  conflict  with  the  principles  of  true  econ- 
omy; and  he  wns  quite  sore  it  would  not  conflict 
with  the  principles  of  sound  policy.  He  had  not 
risen  for  the  purpose  of  going  into  a  detailed 
statement  of  the  benefits  which  his  constituents 
or  any  part  of  the  country  might  realize  from 
these  improvements.  He  gave  in  his  adhesion 
to  the  policy  of  improving  our  western  waters, 
and  hoped  it  would  find  no  objections  from  any 
quarter,  nnd  particularly  from  the  Slate  he  came 
from,  which  was  deriving  such  vast  benefits  from 
its  western  trade. 

Mr.  McDowell  made  a  remark  about  the 
Illinois  river,  the  purport  of  which  was  not  heard. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  asked  if  it  was  in  order  to 
ofTcr  an  amendment  to  the  amendment  .>  but  was 
informed  that  it  was  not. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment; and  it  wns  adopted — ayes  76,  noes  SI. 

Mr.  CULLOM  moved  an  amendment  appro- 
priating $25,000  for  clearing  out  obstructions  in 
the  Cumberland  river. 

Mr.  BLACKWRLL  oflTered  the  following 
amendment  to  the  amendment: 

And  for  ili»t  iiiiprovemeiit  ol  the  Tennessee  river  fnim  the 
foot  (if  llitf  Muscle  Sliuals  to  the  mouth  of  French  Broad 
river,  8511,000. 

Mr.  PAYNEobtained  ihefloor.and  commenced 
a  continuation  of  his  reply  to  the  speech  of  Mr. 
Davis,  of  Ksniucky,  of  yesterday. 

Messrs.  HOUSTON,  J.  BRiNKERHOFF, 
and  STEENROD  appealed  to  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama  to  take  some  other  opportunity  of  mak- 
ing his  general  speech  in  reply  to  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  and  to  let  the  limited  time  allowed 
to  the  bill  be  confined  to  adiscuasion  of  the  merits 
of  the  bill  itself. 

Mr.  PAYNE  observed  that,  much  as  he  was 
opposed  to  the  bill  before  the  committee,  he  could 
not  resist  the  appeal  from  ils  friends.  He  would, 
therefore,  forego  his  speech  on  the  present  occa- 
sion, but  it  would  be  with  much  reluctance. 

Mr.  J.  BRINKERHOFF  appealed  to  the 
friends  of  the  bill  not  to  overload  it  with  amend- 
ments. He  was  not  disposed  to  be  uncharitable, 
but  it  appeared  to  bim  that  there  was  a  disposi- 


tion on  the  part  of  some  members  to  load  down 
this  bill  with  amendments  which  would  insure  its 
defeat.  It  was  true,  the  appropriations  were 
small  in  proportion  to  the  objects  to  be  accom- 
plished; but  if  gentlemen  would  look  at  the  con- 
dition of  the  Treasury,  they  would  see  that  they 
could  not  well  be  greater.  Gentlemen  must  see 
that  if  they  increased  the  appropriations,  and 
added  others  to  them,  they  would  endanger  the 
passage  of  the  bill.  He  wished  the  bill  to  pass; 
and  in  order  that  it  might  do  so,  he  hoped  it 
would  go  through  the  committee  in  the  shape  that 
it  was  reported. 

Mr.  WELLER  observed  that  he  hai^an  amend- 
ment which  he  proposed  lo  ofler,and  in  doing  so, 
he  hoped  he  should  not  render  himself  obnoxious 
to  the  charge  of  endeavoring  to  defent  the  bill  by 
overloading  it  with  amendments.  His  colleague, 
perhaps,  found  the  bill  so  framed  to  suit  the  in- 
terests of  his  constituents,  and  therefore  could 
well  object  lo  amendments. 

Mr.  J.  BRINKERHOFF  said  that  such  was 
not  the  fact.  There  wns  an  appropriation,  it  was 
true,  in  which  his  constituents  were  interested, 
but  the  amount  was  a  very  small  one. 

Mr.  WELLER  observed  that  his  colleague 
might  not  have  found  so  large  an  appropriation 
for  the  interests  he  represented  as  he  wanted;  but 
they  had  not  entirely  been  overlooked  in  (he  bill. 
There  were  three  great  measures  in  which  the 
West  was  deeply  interested;  two  of  which — the 
removal  of  the  obstructions  from  the  Mississippi 
and  its  tributaries,  and  the  construction  of  harbors 
in  the  western  lakes — hnd  been  provided  for,  but 
the  Cumberland  road  had  l>een  entirely  overlooked. 
Ho  should  ofl°er  en  amendment  to  provide  for  the 
latter  object;  and,  in  doing  so,  he  would  only  ask 
for  $75,000  for  each  of  the  three  States  through 
which  the  road  is  to  pass.  He  should  also  sub- 
I  mltan  amendment  for  the  construction  of  a  bridge 
across  the  Ohio,  which  was  as  necessary  for  the 
transportation  of  the  United  Stales  mail,  as  it 
was  for  connecting  the  two  branches  of  the  road 
together. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  offered  the  following,  instead 
of  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee, [Mr.  Blackwell,]  and  asked  him  to  ac- 
cept it  as  a  modification  of  his  amendment: 

For  the  cnniinuntion  of  the  improveuienu  on  the  Ten- 
nessee nver,  $56,769  33. 

Mr.  BLACKWELL  having  assented, 

Mr.  HOUSTON  referred  to  a  report  and  bill  of 
the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals,  made  to  the 
House  in  1838,  to  show  the  great  importance  of 
the  appropriation,  and  the  value  of  the  commerce 
on  the  Tennessee  river. 

Mr.  McClelland  entered  into  some  expla- 
nation in  relation  to  the  conduct  of  ihe  committee 
from  which  the  bill  was  reported. 

Mr.  CHAPMAN  spoke  in  support  of  the 
amendment,  remarking  that  it  appeared  that  some 
gentlemen  entirely  forgot  that,  on  the  map  of  this 
country,  there  was  such  a  stream  as  the  noble 
Tennessee  river.  He  spoke  of  its  importance  and 
its  claims  to  consideration  at  some  length. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  said  it  was  known  to  the 
older  members  of  the  House  that  he  had  always 
opposed  appropriations  of  this  kind.  He  did 
not  now  expect  lo  vole  for  this  bill.  If  the  ap- 
propriations in  this  bill  had  been  limited  to  the 
removal  of  the  snags  in  the  Mississippi  and  Mis- 
souri by  snag  boats,  as  had  been  practiced  for 
some  years  past,  he  would  probably  have  given 
ii  his  support  ;  but  it  is  now  extended  to  other 
rivers  of  little  importance,  such  as  the  Arkansas 
and  Illinois,  as  well  as  to  the  Ohio;  and,  in  his 
opinion,  appropriations  for  those  rivers  would  be 
a  useless  expenditure  of  the  public  money;  and 
he  should  therefore  vote  against  the  bill.  But  if 
this  system  was  to  go  on,  other  rivers  than  those 
naineil  in  the  bill  deserved  the  consideration  of 
the  House.  The  President  hail  recommended  an 
improvement  of  the  western  waters  in  his  annual 
message,  and  this  had  been  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce.  This  committee  does  not 
seem  to  have  noticed  any  of  the  rivers  running 
into  the  Mississippi  from  the  eastern  side  except 
the  Ohio.  All  other  rivers  seem  to  hare  been  for- 
gotten or  overlooked.  The  Tennessee  and  Cum- 
berland are  wholly  omitted, probably  because  no 
member  of  that  committee  was  from  tlie  section 
of  the  country  watered  by  those  rivers. 

The  Cumberland  river  had  heretofore  been  no- 
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ticed  by  the  House,  and  within  s  few  yean  appro- 
priation! had  been  maile  for  it  exeeediog  one  hun- 
dred tliousand  dollars.  The  same  had  been  done 
by  the  Tennezsee;  and  yet  they  are  to  be  wholly 
neglected  ip  a  bill  purporting  to  be  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  western  waters.  He  felt  him- 
self justified  in  slatiag  that  the  commerce  of  the 
Cumberland  greatly  exceeded  the  commerce  of 
both  the  Arkansas  and  Illinois;  and  that  proba- 
bly the  commerce  of  the  Tennessee  and  Cum- 
berland was  fiTt  times  as  great  as  those  of  the 
others  combined. 

The  obaiructions  in  the  Cumberland  and  Ten- 
nessee were  e^ual  if  not  greater  than  any  in  the 
other  rivrri  mentioned.  They  bad  been  exam- 
ined by  the  engineers,  reported  on,  and  frequent 
appropriations  made,  and  stood  as  much  in  need 
of  the  assistance  of  the  Government  as  any  of 
the  rivers  provided  for,  except  the  Mississippi 
And  Missouri. 

Mr.  J.  expressed  the  opinion  that  not  much 
advantage  would  arise  to  the  country  from  the 
improvement  of  any  of  those  rivers,  except  the 
Mississippi  and  Missouri  and  perhaps  the  Red 
river;  except  the  advantages  which  the  country 
would  derive  from  the  disbursement  of  the  public 
innney  in  tlie  different  sections  of  the  country. 
And  in  this  point  of  view,  equal  advantages 
should  be  given  to  other  sections  of  the  country, 
to  those  provided  for  in  this  bill.  He  trusted, 
therefore,  that  the  members  favoring  this  system 
would  extend  equal  justice  to  every  other  section. 
If  the  public  money  is  to  be  squandered,  justice 
and  fairness  required  a  more  equitable  distribu- 
tion should  be  made  than  is  provided  in  this  bill. 

Mr.  RHETT  remarked  that  the  House  was 
representing  every  portion  of  this  Union,  and  not 
any  particular  sections. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  said  he  would  not  vote  for 
the  amendment,  because  he  was  not  disposed  tb 
jeopard  the  passage  of  the  bHi.  - 

Mr.  WENTWORTH  said  he  regretted  tn  see 
so  many  amendments  in  contemplation.  They 
appeared  to  him  not  made  in  eirnest,  but  to  de- 
feat the  bill.  Indeed,  sevsral  gentlemen  bad  told 
llim  that  they  were  ^oing  to  oppose  the  whole 
hill  because  the  Illinois  river  was  inserted.  But 
yet,  without  making  a  direct  attack  on  that  im- 
portant national  highway,  so  declared  by  the 
ordinance  of  1787,  they  were  trying  to  defeat  the 
bill  by  indirection.  He  hoped  gentlemen  would 
define  their  positions  boldly,'aiid  quit  their  fatal 
amendrocMs.  Of  all  attaeka  in  the  woiid,  he 
hated  those  from  the  ambush.  This  bill  associ- 
ates the  Illinois  river  where  it  properly  belongs — 
among  the  great  river*  of  the  West.'  President 
Monroe  asserts  that — 

"Congren  hut  unlimited  power  to  raise  mane;;  and,  In 
Its  approprimions,  it  'liaa  a  dMcretionary  power,  restricted 
only  by  the  duty  to  appropriate  it  In  pncpoaea  of  eonmon 
defenwi,  and  of  general,  not  local,  ur  national,  aad  not  State 
benellt." 

From  this  text,  I  think  I  can  prove  the  Illinois 
river  entitled  to  an  appropriation. 

Again:  President  Jackson's  strong  objection  to 
the  Maysvllle  road  was,  that  it  bad  "  no  connec- 
tion with  any  established  system  of  iraprove- 
raents."  I  shall  contend  that  the  improvement 
of  this  river  would  be  not  only  of  general  and  na- 
tional benefit,  but  connects  great,  important,  and 
permanent  systems  of  improvemente.  The  doc- 
trines laid  down  in  General  Jackson's  Wabash 
veto  message  have  been  carefully  examined  by 
roe  with  reference  to  their  effect  on  this  bill;  and 
I  find  nq  sentence,  no  line,  no  word,  inconsistent 
with  it.  Appropriations  have  been  made  for  the 
Kennebeck,  Genesee,  Hudson,  and  Connecticut 
rivers,  and  tbe  Cheapeske  and  Ohio  canal,  the 
Delaware  and  the  Raritan,  the  Dismal  Swamp, 
and  the  Louisville  and  Portland  canal.  The  most, 
if  not  alLof  lb«se,  were  sanctioned  by  General 
Jackson. 

The  act  of  Congress  granting  land  for  the  com- 
pletion of  the  Illinois  and  Minhiean  canal,  which 
connecu,  by  an  inland  route.  New  York  with 
New  Orleans,  Chicago  with  St.  Louis,  Canada 
with  the  whole  Mitsiasippivairey — has  given  this 
river  a  national  importance.  That  act  stipulates 
for  the  transportation  of  lbs  munitions  of  war  free 
from  toll.  And  the  main  supportof  this  canal  must 
be  from  the  produce,  the  merchandise,  and  pas- 
sengers p;^asing  up  and  down  this  river.  Without 
this  river  in  a  navigable  condition,  the  canal  would 
lose  ite  dilef  iuipi^rtance.  The  canal  is  one  hun- 


dred mile*  long,  and  the  river  two  hundred  and 
fifty  from  the  termination  of  the  canal.  Is  it  im- 
portant to  improve  the  Mississippi  above  the 
mouth  of  the  Illinois,  (and  I  say  it  is  very  im- 
portent,)  it  is  equally  so  to  improve  the  Illinois, 
which  takes  at  leaat  half  the  tonnage  and  half  the 
merchandiae  that  a*cend*  the  Mi*sissippi  fb  that 
point;  and  the  aane  may  be  *aid  of  property  on 
the  downward  passage,  the  Illinois  bearing  quite 
as  much  as  the  upper  Mis*i**ippt.  What  we  now 
see,  liowaver,  i*  scarce  a  ■hadow  of  that  future 
which  shall  witness  the  opening^  of  the  canal  and 
it*  lateral  branch  designed  to  bring  into  it  all  tbe 
wealth  of  the  great  valley  watered  by  the  Fox 
and  Rock  rivers,  and  also  the  lead  and  copper 
trade  of  the  extreme  north.  And,  sir.  Govern- 
ment would  derive  essential  aid,  as  well  a*  the 
people,  from  a  donation  of  land,  of  which  it  has 
a  plenty  in  the  vicinity,  for  the  completion  of  thi* 
lateral  canal,  an  important  to  the  main  trunk,  and 
commodious  to  our  mercantile  and  agricultural 
interesU. 

It  is  proposed  to  make  a  navigable  feeder  from 
Fox  river  tn  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  canal,  to 
supply  the  Summit  canal' with  water.  The  line 
ha*  been  *urveyed  from  a  point  on  Fox  river  to 
a  pointon  theniaincanal,adistanceof  only  thirty 
miles.  The  cost  is  estimated  at  |330,U00,  and  iu 
capacity  forty  feet  surface  and  four  feet  water. 
This  opens  a  communication  from  the  lakes  into 
the  heart  of  the  rich  valley  of  Fox  river,  which 
is  unsurpassed  in  productive  resources  by  an^ 
portion  of  the  United  State*.  By  extending  this 
line  from  the  Fox  to  tbe  Rock  river,  a  disunce 
of  about  sixty  miles,  it  will  form  a  continuous 
line  of  canal,  leading  from  the  Illinois  and  Mich- 
i^n  canal,  through  the  Fox  river  valley  to  Rock 
river.  It  i*  ascertained  that  a  dam  at  or  near 
Rockford  would  make  the  river  navigable  above 
for  a  disteoce  of  about  sixty  miles.  The  Picka- 
tolica,  a  branch  that  enters  Rock  river  near  the 
site  of  the  propomd  dam,  is  known  to  be  naviga- 
ble, without  further  improvement,  a  distance  of 
more  than  one  hundred  miles,  which  leads  into 
the  lead  and  copper  regions  of  the  north.  Rock 
river  i*  also  navigable  for  sixty  miles  below  the* 
mouth  of  the  proposed  dam.  Thus  it  will  be  seen 
that  a  connection  made  between  the  Illinois  and 
Michigan  canal  and  Rock  river  would  make  an 
outlet  from  present  river  navigation  of  two  hun- 
dred and  twenty  miles,  and  open  a  market  for  the 
whole  country  bordering  upon  Rock  and  Fox 
river*  and  their  triba  taries ;  and  also  secure  a  cheap 
and  ready  conveyance  for  the  whole  lead  trade  of 
Illinois  and  Wi*con*in.  The  fact  that  laige  quan- 
tities of  lead  are  annually  wsj^oned  from  the  min- 
eral region  to  Chicago  and  Milwaukee,  a  distance 
of  one  nundred  and  seventy  miles,  shows  that,  if 
this  can^l  was  constructed,  as  it  will  be  ere  long, 
it  would  pass  through  this  channel.  The  section 
of  country  that  vouhl  be  accommodated  by  this 
canal  contains  four  million  and  a  half  acres  of 
land,  every  acre  of  which  i*  siisceptible  of  culti- 
vation, and  capable  of  yielding  the  most  abund- 
ant crops.  This  section  of  country  already  num- 
bers one  hundred  thousand  of  the  mostenwrpris- 
ing,  industrious,  and  intelli^nt  inbabitenu  to  be 
found  in  this  country;  and  is  capable  of  support- 
ing two  million  people.  By  the  construction  of 
this  canal,  the  inhabitants  in  the  northwestern 
part  of  lIliiKV*  and  a  large  portion  of  Wisconsin, 
could  get  their  suppliesof  lumber, coal,  salt, sugar, 
cotton,  and  merchandiae  in  general,  at  a  much 
reduced  price  firom  iU  present  cost;  and  they  could 
aave,  in  the  shipment  of  their  minerals  and  tbe 
product  of  the  soil,  nearly  a*  much  a*  all  their 
present  annual  earnings.  I  will  say  nothing  about 
the  copper  mines,  yet  comparatively  undeveloped 
in  this  region  of  nature's  great  laboratory,  where 
some  fifteen  hundred  pigs  were  sold  the  pastsea- 
!  son;  but  will  call  attention  to  the  great  increase 
in  the  lead  trade,  which  i*  yet  greatly  retarded 
for  the  want  of  better,  cheaper,  and  safer  means 
of  conveydnce.    The  sale*  from  all  point*  m^ 

1641  were 463,400  pigs. 

IMil 473;*99   « 

1843 609,073  " 

And  it  i*  safe  to  estimate  1,000,000  for  1844. 
This  inoreosed  busineaa  in  theextreme  north  must 
increase  the  demand  for  all  the  various  article*  of 
merchandiae  from  our  eastern  and  southern  cities; 
and  the  protection  of  this  commerce,  scattered  to 
all  parte  of  the  Union,  i*  the  chief  object  of  this 
bill.    I  have  not  the  mean*  of  furnishing  the  sta- 


tistic* of  wheat,  com,  pork,  beef.and  other  tn4e 
of  tbi*  immenee  tract  or  country  *eekine  the  Sontk 
and  East;  as  tbe  great  poinu  at  which  to  ex- 
change its  producte  for  the  vanom  attieles  of 
merchandise;  and,  if  I  had,  it  would  be  no  eriie- 
rion  for  the  (bture.  In  1840,  nine  counties  i> 
Wisconsin  produced  I97,;S5  bushels  of  wheat, 
35,966  head  of  cattle,  45,136  bogs,  and  7,564  tsni 
of  lead.  I  venture  the  assertion,  that  these  pro- 
ducte were  more  than  doubled  the  past  season. 
The  increase  is  ■urpasaingwbatwaaoneeeoBMd- 
ered  the  moat  extravagant  estimates. 

The  great  southern  mail  is  transported  on  tUi 
river  until  it  reaches  La  Salle,  the  tenninatioRof 
the  great  national  canal  which  is  to  connect  some 
eighteen  thousand  miles  of  inland  navigable 
water*.  The  bo*ine*s  on  this  river  ha*  alratdy 
briskly  commenced,  and  there  will  be  risked  oi 
ite  waters,  the  coming  sea*on,  over  one  roilliao 
dolUr*,  aside  from  shipping,  and  many  knsdnd 
thousand  human  lives. 

But  ite  main  importanee,  in  a  natioosl  point  tf 
view,  cannot  be  estimated  in  time  of  peaee.  If 
there  shoold  ev«r  again  beamptnre  between  this 
country  and  Ghieat  Britain,  we  sfaoaid  find  ear 
northern  lakes  covered  with  Britisfa  forces  ftom 
the  Welland  canal;  and  should  tbey  get  poMet- 
sion  of  a  very  few  important  poiste,  &tj  vosM 
.break  op  all  oommanication  in  that  direenon, and 
our  only  access  to  the  lakes  with  our  troops  atd 
munitions  of  war  would  be  through  this  verr 
river;  and  the  same  would  be  the  case  with  all 
the  country  about  Lake  Micbigas.  I  consider 
this  appropriation  of  great  national  importanee, 
and  1  hope  gentlemen  will  withdraw  their  opfo- 
aition ;  and  if  not  so,  that  the  piropoaition  te  sMke 
it  out  will  be  voted  down  by  a  majority  saSciut 
to  silence  all  opposition  for  the  future.. 

It  is  asked  wny  we  do  not  ask  for  a  speeife 
appropriation  for  this  river?  In  the  Cnt  plsee 
vTe  are  willing  to  trust  the  importance  of  sil  tbe 
contemplated  improvemente  to  tbe  discretion  of 
those,  the  basiness  of  whose  live*  ha*  been  as- 
groseed  in  a  study  of  the  topography  of  tbit 
country,  and  in  the  improvement  of  iu  great  nav- 
igable thoroughftres.  As  the  Illinois  nver  it  tne 
of  the  roost  important  bianehea  of  the  Miin- 
sippi  in  point  of  shipping,  it  would  be  ssftitis 
let  the  responsibility  of  stating  how  much  of  ibe 
aggregate  sum  for  all  the  rivers  could,  U  the  beat 
advantage  of  the  nation,  and  in  justice  to  the 
great  importance  of  the  other  atreama,  be  dirertd 
to  tbi*. 

In  tbe  second  place,  if  we  should  have  a  tft- 
ciflc  appropriation,  it  would  take  the  moat  of  Um 
first  year's  appropriation  to  procure  the  maebia- 
ery  and  implemente  necessary  to  commence  op- 
erations; and  it  would  require  separate  offioera  and 
workmen;  whereas,  under  this  general  appmpti- 
aiion,  at  a  season  most  befitting,  the  general  ao- 
perintendent  of  the  improvements  on  Uie  Miaau- 
sippi  could  take  up  the  machinery  and  iraplesKSd 
already  owned  by  Government,  and,  in  a  very 
few  day*  could  remove  the  principal  obstnietisM 
to  the  navigation  of  tbi*  very  important  rinr, 
and  at  a  comparalively  trivial  expense. 

In  the  third  place,  the  bill  is  drawn  op  to  OMet 
any  censtitotional  scruples  which  the  Presidfat 
may  have.  For  one,  I  see  nothing  in  this  bid 
contradictory  to  the  doctrines  laid  down  by  Pns- 
ident  Jackson,  in  hi*  veto  of  the  Wabash  river. 
I  always  understood  General  Jackson  u  be  is 
favor  of  improving  the  Mis*i**ippr  river  aad  all 
iu  tributari**  up  to  tbe  point  at  which  they  were 
navigable  at  onlinary  aeasoh*  of  tbe  year,  and 
the  Illinoia  is  a  direct,  and  very  importaal  Iribo- 
tery  of  the  Mississippi,  navigable  to  the  term- 
ination of  the  canal  at  all  seasons,  and  carrying 
the  great  southern  mail.  That  President  Tyter 
approves  of  all  General  Jackfon's  vetoes,  I  eta 
safely  say.  That  he  will  approve  of  thi*  bill 
whilst  containing  this  appropriation,  I  am  epni- 
'  den'..  Sat,  in  ease  be  ik  oppoaed  to  the  impran- 
inent  of  tbe  Illinoi*,  he'i*  onder  no  neoesaiiy  of 
vetoing  the  wbole  bill.  The  dieburaemenu  under 
it  are  at  his  discretion,  through  tbe  Secrelary  of 
War  aad  the  topographieal  department.  He 
can  sign  -the  bill,  with  tbe  explanations  Aal  ba 
shall  order  no  improvemente  of  the  Illinoia  on 
constitutional  grounds.  It  will  then  be  for  Coo- 
gress  to  say  whether  the  wbole  appropriation 
■hall  go  to  the  other  river*,  or  whether  a  port 
aball  be  withheld;  and  every  one  know*  that  tbe 
others,  need  mueii  more  than  the  largest  mn  f*- 
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ponetl  for  lliem  on  this  floor.  Bui  I  am  enter- 
miiiin'^  no  fears  of  such  n  veto;  »nd  those  hrinj- 
iii<;  u|>  such  objeclioria  seem  rollier  to  hope  than 
fjt|i«'clit. 

As  to  the  importance  of  all  western  improve- 
nicntd,  it  is  not  expected  ihat  I  can  siiy  much  of 
inli-rest,  after  the  proiracled  discussion  on  the 
ritferci.O!  of  the  President's  message,  which  looU 
place  at  the  commencement  of  this  session.  It  is 
sufficient  to  say  iliut  ]3,000,0(XI  people  and  fifteen 
Stales  and  two  Territories,  arc  more  or  less  in- 
terested in  this  bill,  and  th;it  the  intercut  of  all 
the  others  in  it  is  not  very  remote.  And  this 
appropriutlon,  slight  as  it  is,  ia  scattered  over 
30,000  miles  of  coast,  2,000  of  which  bclon^  to 
a  foieign  country.  The  plaui  of  the  Mississippi 
alone  covers  an  area  of  432,000  square  miles,  ex- 
tending from  north  to  south  twelve  degrees,  and 
ten  fnim  east  to  west.  And,  in  addition  to  'he 
^reailv  increasing  lead  trade  already  alluded  to, 
I  might  mention  that  the  lumber  trade  from  the 
Si.  Croix  and  Chippewa  countries  is  greatly  iri- 
crensing  also.  And  1  may  add  here  that  two 
thirds  of  the  tonnage  of  the  United  Ijtiites  belong 
to  the  West, and  that  amount  greatly  exceeds  the 
whole  tonnage  of  Great  Britam  ten  years  ago. 
And  this  trade  is  not  exclusively  domestic,  as 
many  would  infer  at  first  sight.  Last  year,  there 
cleared  from  the  United  Slates  fur  Canada  1,343 
vessels,  amounting  to  '229,000  tons,  with  18,000 
men  and  boys;  and  from  our  Atlantic  ports,  to 
Great  Britain,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  3(17  vessels, 
amounting  to  150,000  tons,  with  (i,000  men  niid 
hoys;  and  to  all  the  ports  of  the  world,  4,529 
vessels,  amountiiig  to  740,500  tons,  with  43,377 
men  and  boys.  Thus,  we  see  that  our  Canadian 
trade  equals  Iwo  fifths  of  the  vessels,  tonnage, 
and  men  we  employ  in  commerce  with  the  whole 
world.  It  is  this  commerce  which  we  wish  to 
protect;  and  we  will  be  satisfied  with  much  less 
than  two  fifths  of  what  has  been  expended  on  the 
Atlantic  frontier.  A  few  more  statistics  may  not 
be  amiss.  Four  towns,  namely,  Cleveland,  De- 
troit, Sandusky,  and  Chicago,  last  year  exported 
], 894 ,1192  bushels  of  wheal,  and  812,903  barrels 
of  flour.  At  the  opening  of  the  New  York  canals, 
there  will  be  ready,  in  storehouses,  the  following 
amounts  of  produce,  from  a  few  towns  only: 

J^'tour,  irhrnl,       Pork, 

horrrls,  bushels,     barretl, 

Bllflalo IS.Oira        30.IXK) 

niark  UiKk lO.UUU       '2U.Uin} 

Milan axp.iwo 

Tnlnio 18.000        3().U00 

Monroe iB.OOO       40,0110 

Delruil 100.000 

8l.Jn««ph 65.000        50,"00         3,500 

MichiniiM  City 4.IH)0  aiii,iK)a 

Cliica^ia 30,000  350,000        25,000 

Total 267.000      930,000        98,500 


These  statistics  are  incomplete,  and  are  only 
Itivcn  as  a  very  faint  idea  of  the  business  of  the 
very  many  towns  on  the  shores  of  the  great  lakes. 
Could  we  obtain  this,  and  to  it  add  the  amount 
of  trade  gathered  from  the  towns  along  the  Mis- 
sissippi and  its  far-distant  tributaries,  we  could 
soon  show  what  irreeistible  claims  we  have  to 
evcii  far  greater  appropriations  than  we  now  ask 
for 

There  is  one  more  light  in  which  I  wish  to 
view  tbia  subject.  Every  improveinetit  like  those 
now  asked  for,encouittge»eniigrati<in  to  the  West, 
and  so  increases  the  demand  for  public. lands,  of 
which  all  the  western  Stales  contain  more  or  less. 
The  Government  needs  the  money  arising  from 
the  sale  of  these  lands,  and  the  Stales  wish  them 
hurried  into  market,  so  as  to  tax  them;  as  the 
Slates,  too,  are  greatly  indebted.  But  give  them 
the  power  to  tax  every  acre  of  land  within  their 
bruindaries,  and  we  shall  hear  no  more  of  thei.- 
rcfusing  to  pay  their  interest  or  their  principal. 
And  yet,  this  power  they  cannot  have  until  the 
land  lias  been  sold  forfive  years;  and,  for  the  last 
five  years.  Government  liaa  pursued  BU'.;h  a  par- 
simonious policy  to  the  West,  llmt  the  diiinand 
for  the  land  has  been  comparatively  very  small. 
When  people  hear  the  western  States  tau nted  with 
not  paying  their  debts,  let  them  remember  Ihat 
this  very  Government  is  the  cause  of  it.  Not 
quite  t)ne  half  of  the  land  of  Illinois  is  yet  tax- 
able, and  fifteen  million  acres  arc  yet  unsold.  A 
discreet  outlay  of  one  million  of  these  fifteen,  or 
the  value  thereof,  in  the  improvement  of  the  Des 
Moiaea  and  Rock  Island  rapids  in  the  Missis- 


sippi; in  the  completion  of  the  Cumberland  road, 
nnd  of  the  Northern  Cross  railroad  from  l^iiincy 
to  Danville;  in  the  improvement  of  the  Illinois 
ai.d  Wabash  rivers;  in  the  completion  of  ihe  Illi- 
nois and  .Michigan  canal,  with  a  lateral  bri-.nch  to 
Fox  and  iluck  rivers;  the  completion  of  the  har- 
bor at  Chicago,  and  erection  of  light  houses  at 
Chicago  and  Liitlefort,  which  embrace  all  our 
propositions  before  Congress — would  bring  the 
remaining  fourteen  millions  into  immediate  mur- 
kel,  v.'oulil  add  tbouanr.U  to  the  population  of 
our  Slate,  and  hasten  on  that  happy  Cay  (which 
I  hope  I  shall  live  to  see)  when  Illinois  shall  be 
out  of  debt.  Delay  our  appropriations,  and  you 
delay  the  sales  of  our  public  lands,  and  put  off 
the  payment  of  our  State  us  well  as  our  national 
debt.  And  during  this  delay,  the  expenses  of 
seven  land  offices  are  kept  up;  when,  in  one  year, 
by  a  proper  policy,  the  most  of  the  lands  might 
be  sold,  and  all  the  offices  closed  but  one. 

Sir,  this  is  the  President-making  session;  and 
from  all  such  but  liitic  good  has  ever  been  ex- 
pected or  experienced.  Jealousy  thwarts  every 
good  intention,  and  mocks  every  honest  effort. 
But,  at  the  next  session,  the  great  conllict  will 
be  over,  and  men  will  he  left  to  follow  the  im- 
pulses of  ihcir  own  consciences  with  a  less  degree 
of  censure.  And  then  will  be  the  time  to  dispose 
of  this  land  question,  when  the  political  character 
of  our  Government  will  still  be  triangular,  and 
when  it  is  hoped  the  three  conflicting  parties  may 
be  able  to  unite  on  some  plan  to  dispose  of  them 
10  the  Stales  in  which  ihey  are,  or  in  some  other 
way,  as  that  they  all  may  be  speedily  sold,  and 
ilieir  proceeds  may  be  capable  of  getiin?  our  na- 
tion out  of  debt,  and  improviils  the  condition  and 
credit  of  the  States  in  which  tliey  lie.  For  one, 
sir,  I  pledge  myself  10  bring  Torward  some  prop- 
osition of  Ihe  kind  at  the  earliest  possible  period 
of  the  next  session;  and  I  w-ill  be  willing  locom- 
promise  it  for  any  more  favorable  plan  that  will 
bring  about  a  speedy  sale,  and  so  the  sooner  make 
taxable  every  acre  of  our  public  domain. 

Mr.  JAMCSON  said,  lest  he  should  not  have 
another  opportunity  of  defining  his  position,  he 
would  do  so  now.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio 
fMr.  BRiNitERHorr]  had  told  them  that,  at  a 
proper  time,  he  intended  to  propose  to  amend  the 
bill  by  adding 

Mr.  STEENROD  observed  that  it  was  not  in 
order  for  the  gentleman  to  discuss  an  amendment 
which  had  not  been  proposed. 

Mr.  JAMESON  said  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
not  only  gave  notice  that  he  would  ofleran  amend- 
ment, but  proceeded  to  give  reeisons  in  favor  of 
that  amendment. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  said  the  gentleman  was  strict- 
ly in  ordei.  He  was  but  replying  to  arguments 
which  had  been  advanced  in  the  debate. 

Mr.  JAMESON  said  his  whole  object  was,  not 
to  be  placed  in  a  false  position.  He  had  always 
been  in  favor  of  the  Cumberland  road,  but  tie 
would  not  support  the  proposition  as  an  amend- 
raent^o  this  bill.  It  oughlto  bebroughtforward 
as  a  separate  proposition. 

Mr.  HENLEY  called  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee to  an  amendment  he  proposed  to  ofler, 
when  in  order  to  do  so,  to  apply  (25,000  of  the 
sum  appropriated  for  the  Ohio  river,  between 
Pittsburg  and  Louisville,  to  the  clearing  out  the 
channel  of  said  river  above  ihe  falls.  As  it  prob- 
ably would  not  be  in  order  for  him  to  make  any 
remarks  at  the  lime  when  he  should  be  enabled 
to  offer  the  amendment,  he  proposed  to  take  this 
occasion  to  say  a  few  words  in  explanation  of  its 
necessity.  Mr.  H.  then  went  on  to  state  that,  by 
the  clearing  out  of  the  channel,  a  numberof  small 
boats  might  pass  the  falls,  which  were  now  obliged 
to  pay  the  enormous  tolls  exacted  by  the  canal 
company.  He  would  undertake  to  say  that  the 
coil  boats  of  Pennsylvania  alone  paid  enough 
tolls  in  one  year  to  make  the  desired  improve- 
ment. He  haJ  seen  fifty  boats  at  one  time,  wait- 
ing for  a  rise  in  the  river,  rather  than  pay  the 
exorbitant  tolls  charged  on  that  canal. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  made  a  few  remarks  in  sup- 
port of  the  amendment  that  would  be  offered  for 
the  continuation  of  the  Cumberland  road. 

The  hour  of  two  o'clock  having  arrived,  all  de- 
bate was  terminated,  as  provided  by  resolution; 
and  the  committee  proceeded  to  vote  on  the  pend- 
ing amendments. 

On  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  proposed 
by  Mr.  Houston,  tellers  were  called  for. 


Messrs.  Winthrop  and  Thompson  were  ap- 
pointed; and  they  reported — ayes  30,  noes  76;  no 
quorum  voting. 

Several  other  gentlemen  then  voted  to  make  a 
quorum;  and  there  were — ayes  33,  noes  86. 

So  the  amendment  was  lost. 

The  vote  was  then  taken  on  the  original  amend- 
ment; and  it  was  rejected — .lyes  45,  noes  8f). 

Mr.  McDowell  moved  to  strike  out  the 
word  **  Illinois." 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  said  he  had  been  for  some 
time  confined  by  sickness;  and  as  he  felt  a  deep 
interest  in  this  question,  he  appealed  to  the  cour- 
tesy of  the  committee-to  indulge  him  in  a  few  re- 
marks, to  show  why  this  proposition  ought  not 
to  prevail. 

I'lie  CHAIRMAN  said  debate  was  not  in 
order. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  said  ho  did  not  claim  it  as  a 
right,  but  appealed  to  the  indulgence  of  the  com- 
mittee to  favor  him  with  a  hearing. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH  said  his  colleague  had 
been  conSned  for  six  weeks;  and  he  hoped  the 
House  would  accede  to  his  request. 

Mr.  HARDIN  would  move  a  suspension  of  the 
rules,  for  the  purpose  of  accomplishing  the  object 
of  his  colleague. 

The  CHAIR.MAN  inlimalcd  that  such  a  mo- 
tion could  not  be  entertained  in  committee. 

Mr.  WINTHROP  said  ho  should  be  very 
happy  to  hear  the  gentleman  from  Illinois;  but 
the  House  had  instructed  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to  terminate  debate  on  this  bill  at  two 
o'clock,  and  then  proceed  to  vote;  and  the  com- 
mitice  could  not  go  beyond  the  instructions  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH  appealed  to  the  common 
consent  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  WHITE  said,  if  every  member  of  the 
committee  consented,  it  could  not  be  done;  for 
the  committee  had  no  power  to  annul  a  resolu- 
lion  of  the  House. 

Mr.  WELLER  objected  to  the  continuation  of 
this  discussion. 

The  CHAIRMAN  then  put  the  question  on 
the  motion  10  strike  out  the  word  "  Iltinnis;"and 
the  vote  being  taken  by  Messrs.  McDowell  and 
Hardin,  as  tellers,  the  amendment  was  negatived 
— ayes  44,  noes  70. 

Mr.'WRlGHT,  of  Indiana,  moved  to  insert  the 
word  "  Wabash"  after  the  word  "  Illinois." 

The  vote  was  taken  by  Messrs.  Hahmett,  and 
Wright  of  Indiana,  as  tellers;  and  it  was  adopted 
— ayes  70,  noes  49. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  moved  to  insert  the  word 
"  Tennessee;"  which  was  rejected,  the  vole,  taken 
by  the  same  tellers,  being — ayes  49,  noes  66. 

Mr.PEYTON  moved  to  insert  the  word  "  Cum- 
berland." 

The  amendment  was  rejected — ayes  52,  noes  67. 

Mr.A.  JOHNSON  offered  the  following  amend- 
ment: 

^,id  be  it'/uTthtr  enaeteil.  That  Ihe  snm  of  .$1(10.000  be, 
nnd  llie  fiamL*  in  liereby,  appropniilfd  fur  the  inipruveRieiil 
ut  llolstoii  river,  altil  all  ilM  trtbutnries  ;  to  he  driiwii  nnd 
expi-iideil  at  8uc'ii  time,  and  in  (iuch  manner,  by  llie  com- 
iiii?siijiierit  now  appfilnlcd  by  ttie  Ihw5  of  'i'eunevKC,  an  in 
tht;ir  upinioii  will  be  be&l  calcillutud  to  praliiote  the  f>re.'it 
eninmiTciiil  interest  oi  ihv  eastern  porlion  ol'  the  Hlale  uf 
Tenne»M*ec. 

-^,1*1  be  itjtirther  enaeled,  TJiat  the  city  of  Knoxville,  in 
Knox  county,  Teaiieiuee,  be,  und  Uia  same  is  hereby,  de- 
clared u  port  of  entry. 

Mr.  J.  in  offering  this  amendment,  observed 
that  he  did  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  express- 
ing ony  opinion  as  to  the  power  of  Congress  to 
make  these  appropriations. 

Mr.  BARNARD  moved  to  amend,  by  insert- 
ing: 

For  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  llndson 
river  below  Albany,  $80,000. 

The  vote  upon  this  amendment  was  taken  by 
tellers;  who  reported — ayes  52,  noes  70. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  SEIDELL  moved  to  amend  by  inserting: 

For  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  Ked  river, 
$50,000. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  STILES  offered  the  following  amendment: 

Th.1t  $50,000  be  appropriaieil  for  the  removal  iirobalinc- 

lions  in  ilic  s.ivannah  river,  placed  ihere  dating  the  revo- 

lulinimry  war  I'ur  nalional  defense. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  PATTERSON  offered  to  amend  the  ap- 
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proprialion  of  |10,000  to  improve  the  harbor  at 
the  mouth  of  Genesee  river,  and  iniert  in  its 
place  ^,000.  Also,  to  add, after  the  thirty-ninth 
line: 

Five  thottnnd  dollan  lo  inprave  the  mouth  of  Saudj 
Creek  upon  Lake  Unttrio,  in  tliu  county  of  Monroe. 

Mr.  HUNT,  of  New  York,  offered  an  amend- 
ment snaking  an  appropriation  of  |35,000  for  the 
improvement  of  Eighteen  mile  Creek,  on  Lake 
Ontario. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  LYON  offered  an  amendment  appropriat- 
ing $13,000  for  the  harbor  at  the  mouth  of  Kala- 
mazoo river;  and  (13,500  for  the  improvement  of 
the  harbor  at  the  mouth  of  Grant  river. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  TUCKER  moved  to  strike  out  all  afler  the 
enacting  clause  nf  the  bill. 

The  CHAIRMAN  decided  that  the  motion 
w»s  not  in  otAct. 

Mr.  RODNEY  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
adding  appropriations  for  a  variety  of  objects  of 
internal  improvements,  which  are  enumerated  in 
another  bill  before  the  House. 

The  C  HA  I RM  AN  decided  that  the  motion  was 
not  in  order,  on  the  ground  that  the  amendment 
was  substantially,  (hough  not  entirely,  the  same 
as  another  bill  before  the  House. 

Mr.  RODNEY  appealed  from  the  decision  of 
the  Chair. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  appeal,  and  the 
decision  of  the  Chair  waa  sustained — ayes  78, 
noes  53. 

Mr.  ROGERS  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  in- 
•ertirtg  ••  |50,000,"  instead  of"  $30,000,  "for  the 
preservation  of  harbors  on  the  lakes  not  enumer- 
ated in  the  bill. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  McCONNELL  offered  the  following 
amendment: 

For  rcpnJrB  of  the  natural  bridge  in  Bockin^sm  countf , 
Virginiu,  $100,000 ;  .ind  Tor  ilie  improvement  of  the  navifii- 
<lon  of  Salt  river,  ^SJ.OOO. 

Mr.  WHITE  oaked  if  there  had  been  asurrey 
of  Salt  river? 

Mr.  McCONNELL  said  that  a  number  of 
Whigs  who  bad  been  there  reported  tliat  there 
were  many  obstructions  in  the  river. 

The  amendment  waa  rejected. 

Mr.  WELLER  ofiered  an  amendment  to  come 
in  as  two  additional  seetiona  to  the  bill;  the  one 
appropriating  $75,000  for  tbe  continuation  of  the 
Cumberland  read  in  the  State  of  Ohio;  $75,000 
for  the  continuation  of  said  road  in  the  State  of 
Indiana;  and  $75,008  for  tbe  continuation  of  said 
road  in  the  State  of  liltnoia.  The  other  section 
appropriating  $35,000  for  building  a  bridge  across 
the  Ohio  river  at  Wheeling. 

Mr.  HUGHES  offered  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment  appropriating  $500,000  fur  the  con- 
struction of  a  naiiunnl  road  to  the  scat  of  gOT- 
ernment  of  the  State  of  Missouri. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  HOLMES  offered  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment  appropriating  $5,000,000  for  extend- 
ing the  Cumberland  road  to  the  Oregon  terri- 
tory. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Tbe  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Wellbr's 
amendment,  and  it  was  rejected. 

Some  other  amendments  were  proposed,  and 
negatived. 

Mr.  PARMENTER  proposed  to  strike  out  a 
portion  of  the  bill,  the  effect  of  which  would  be 
to  leave  the  items  of  $100,000  and  $223,000,  and 
to  strike  out  the  residue. 
.  The  amendment  was  negatived. 

Mr.  HAMMETT  inquired  if  it  waa  in  order 
to  propose  to  add  the  following  item: 

FortlicimpcovenMnlofanrliarlwrorOalvataajflOiMn^ 

The  amendment  was  not  entertaiiled. 

Mr.  TIBBATTS  moved  that  the  committee 
lay  aside  the  bill  to  be  reported  to  tlie  House, 
and  take  up  bill  No.  203. 

After  some  conversation,  the  committee  rose, 
and  reported  the  bill  to  the  House. 

Tbe  House  then  adjourned. 


The  follntving  petitions,  presented  to  day,  were  handed 
to  llic  reporters  by  tlic  metntiers  prescnling  llicm  : 

By  Mr  PETTIT :  The  petition  of  Jolin  U  Seimnt  and 
iMMviy.aU  aiiier»,ciiixusa  of  Tippecauoc  coouty,  ladtaoa. 


praying  Ike  Improvement  o(  the  Wabash  river;  wblcb  waa 
referred  to  Uie  Committee  on  Public  Land*. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Peter  Langlois,  praying  relief  in  a 
eaae  where  a  patent  haa  iaxned  to  him  for  the  wrong  piece 
of  land  i  which  was  referred  to  tbe  Oommittec  on  Public 
Land*. 

Dy  Mr.  JAMESON  :  Tlie  petition  of  anndry  citizeivs  of 
different  cnumieB  In  the  State  of  Missoari,  praying  for  the 
improvement  of  the  wciitern  rlverfl,  and  St.  Louis  harbor ; 
which  wa'i  referred  to  the  Cnmniittee  on  Commerce. 

Uy  Mr.  BRODdEAD:  The  memorial  of  Charles  W.Ash- 
ley  and  thirty-seven  others,  citizens  of  Carbon  county, 
Pennsyl\*aiiin,  nitainst  any  repeal  or  modlficaUon  of  the 
urilf  actof  1843. 

By  Mr.'  DAVIS,  of  Indiana  ;  The  memorjala  of  George 
O.  Dunn  and  fllty  five  others,  of  Lawrence  county,  Indi- 
ana; nf  Andrew  Waters  nnn  fifteen  others,  of  Sullivan 
county,  Indiana;  nf  George  H.  Johnson  and  thirty-five 
others,  of  Monroe  county,  Indiana ;  and  of  Elijah  Master, 
and  sizty-flve  oibers,  of  tlin  siith  conirressiunal  district, 
Indiana,  prayiiii;  a  grant  of  [and  in  tbe  Vincenncs  land  dis 
trict,  fniliana,  for  the  complctinu  of  the  Wabash  and  Erie 
canal  to  the  Ohio  river. 

By  Mr.  HOGE:  The  petition  of  George  Bnckwell  and 
one  hundred  and  thirty  four  others,  ciiiaena  of  Warsaw,  in 
the  county  i>r  Haticncic,  and  St.ite  of  Illinois,  praying  Con- 
gress to  make  Rpprnph-ition^  for  the  immediate  improve- 
ment of  the  upper  Mississippi  and  MisfM>uri  rivers,  and  the 
security  of  the  harbor  of  St.  Louis;  whicii  was  referred  to 
the  f^ommittee  of  tlie  Whole  on  tlie  state  of  the  Union. 

By  Mr.  RAMSEY :  The  petition  of  Aquila  Bolton,  Wil- 
liam Wolf,ntid  numerous  oilier  citizens  of  Schuylkill  coun- 
ty, Pennsylvania,  protesting  against  any  interference  with 
the  tarifTnf  1842. 

By  Mr.  nUDC  B,  of  Wisconsin :  The  petition  of  two  baa- 
dred  and  sixty  four  citizens  of  Milwaukeecounly, Territory 
of  Wiiicnnsin,  asking  Congress  for  an  npprfipriation  for  a 
road  from  the  town  of  Milwaukee,  via  Hash's  Rapids,  on 
Rock  river,  to  Port  Winnegago,  in  said  Territory;  which 
was  refeited  to  tbe  Committee  oh  tbe  Post  Office  and  Poat 
Bonds. 

Also,  the  petition  of  ninety-nine  citizens  of  the  county  of 
Wnlwonli,  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  asking  the  eatablisb- 
ment  of  a  mail  mate  or  post  road  from  Prairieville,  in  tlie 
county  of  Milwaukee, 'via  Norib  Prairie,  in  said  county, 
and  the  village  of  Palmyra,  in  the  county  nf  Jefferson,  to 
White  Water,  in  the  county  of  Walwonh  ;  which  waa  re- 
iterred  to  tbe  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

By  Mr.  MclLVAINE :  The  remonstrance  of  Samuel  A. 
Wtaitaker  and  one  hundred  and  seventeen  oibers,  ciUsens 
of  Phisnitvilte,  Pennsylvania,  ogaiuat  any  dunge  wlutt* 
ever  in  the  present  tarifflawr. 

Also,  the  remonsimnce  of  Snmael  A.  Whiieville.  Wil. 
Ham  Chandler,  and  sixty-two  oUi«rs,cltiseiis  of  Cbeiter 
county,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  same  subject. 

By  Mr.  R  (JNT,  of  Michigan :  The  petition  of  L.  L.  Treat 
and  one  hundred  and  four  others,  citizens  of  the  State  of 
Michigan,  ft>r  tin  eMaUlolimennl  of  a  post  ronte  frtrni  Panj 
tiac,  Oakland  county,  Michigan,  In  Orion,  in  tin  same 
county ;  which  was  referred  to  tlie  Committee  on  tbe  Poat 
OIBce  Odd  Post  Boada. 


IN  SENATE. 


MoNDAT,  Jlpril  8, 1844. 

Immediately  after  the  reading  of  the  Journal, 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 
Represeniatives,  by  their  Clerk,  announcing  tbe 
death  of  Hon.  Hcman  Allsk  Moore,  a  lUpre- 
sentative  in  Congress  from  the  State  of  Ohio,  and 
the  adoption  of  resolutions  testifying  the  respect 
of  that  body  for  tbe  memory  of  the  deceased; 
which  being  read, 

Mr.  TAPPAN  said:  Mr.  President,  the  mes- 
sage from  the  House  announcing  the  death  of  my 
honorable  colleague  of  that  body,  imposes*upon 
me  the  solemn  and  painful  duty  of  moving  the 
honors  usually  paid  to  the  memory  of  those  who, 
having  been  our  brethren  in  the  public  service, 
have  left  us  to  pass  that  bourn  whence  no  Inv- 
eler.  returns. 

Hehan  Allen  Moore  waa  a  native  of  the  town 
of  Plainfield  .Vermont.  His  parents  were  respect- 
able, but  poor.  He  waa  a  self-educated  man. 
About  six  years  ago  be  removed  to  Ohio,  and  set- 
tled with  bts  family  in  the  city  of  Columbus.  He 
had  chosen  the  law  for  his  profession;  but  being 
poor,  he  sought  and  obtained  employment  as  a 
schoolmaster  for  present  support.  His  learning, 
his  talents,  and  correct  deportment,  soon  gained 
for  him  the  good  will  of  the  sooiety  around  him; 
his  business  as  a  lawyer  increasing,  he  devoted  his 
whole  attention  to  its  labors;  and  such  was  his 
character  and  standing,  that  before  he  had  lived  in 
the  State  six  years,  he  was  promoted  to  tbe  office 
of  adjutant  general  of  her  militia.  At  tbe  last  elec- 
tion for  members  of  Congress  in  Ohio  in  the  Co- 
liunbus  district,  in  which  were  many  able  men 
who  were  candidates  for  nomination,  he  waa  pre- 
ferred to  all  his  competitors,  and  waa  elected  by 
the  people. 

General  Moore  had  not  been  many  weeks  at- 
tending Congress  until  he  waa  compelled  by  dis- 
ease to  devote  his  whole  care  to  his  own  preserv- 
ation; he  so  far  recovered  as  to  attendagain  a  few 
days  in  the  House,  but  it  was  evident  that  he  was 


exerting  himself  beyond  his  strength;  the  advice 
of  his  friends  coincided  with  his  own  opinion  that 
a  visit  to  his  family,  the  exercise  of  the  journey, 
and  the  repose  and  kind  attentions  he  would  there 
receive,  would  restore  bis  health.  It  was  a  mii- 
take;  for  fi  jm  the  time  he  left  here,  his  slrenglh 
declined;  and  when  he  arrived  there,  on  the  31it 
of  March,  it  was  evident  that  he  had  returned  to 
his  family  but  to  die  in  their  embraces.  On  th< 
3d  of  April  he  expired. 

General  Moore  was  a  well  educated  moa. 
Though  not  blesaed  with  a  hardy  frame  and  to- 
buat  health,  he  possessed  great  intellectoal  ea- 
ergy.  His  death,  at  the  early  age  of  thirty-foor, 
is  a  calamity  to  his  family,  and  a  great  loss  to 
the  State  which  had  adopted  him.  His  poUlital 
opinions  were  soundly  Democratic  Of  his  opin- 
ions upon  theological  subjects,  nothing  is  kssva. 
His  (Miaracter  waa  pure  and  virtuous;  we  any 
therefore  conclude,  that — 

■'  For  Ibnaa  of  ftulk  while  graceless  bigoia  Sghi, 
Hia  can't  be  wrong  whoae  lile  ia  in  tbe  ligbt." 

Mr.  T.  concluded  by  submitting  the  following 
reaolutions: 

Aesohieii,  Tliat  tlie  Senate  bas  received  with  d«ep  sari- 
bllily  Uw  comnoaioation  ftom  Ilie  Uooaa  of  Seprcsnaa. 
Uves,  onnouneing  tbe  death  af  Oon.  Hcmak  Ausa  Moon; 
a  Uepresentative  in  Congress  fiom  the  SLite  of  OWo. 

Raolted,  That  In  toh  ...n  nf  sincere  and  high  rened  fer 
the  memory  of  the  deceased,  tbe  members  and  oOeenflf 
tbe  Senate  wUI  wear  crape  6a  tbe  leA  oral,  as  tamniai, 
for  thirty  days. 

Raolvei,  Thai,  as  a  ftartber  marli  of  reaped,  Ike  SenM 
do  now-adjoum. 

The  question  was  put, and  the  resolutioniwtn 
unanimously  agreed  to. 
The  Senate  accordingly  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVESJ. 
MoNDAT,  .Opril  8,  1844. 

The  Journal  having  been  read, 

Mr.  WELLER  said:  Mr.  Speaker,  Death  hu 
again  been  amongst  us,  Auother  of  oarssso- 
eiatea  bas  been  taken  from  this  Hall,  and  tiaaa> 
ferred  to  another,  and,  I  trust,  a  better  world— to 
a  "  house  not  made  with  bands,  eternal  in  the 
heavens."  My  colleague — Hon.  Hemax  Allu 
Moore — who,  but  a  few  daya  aince,  stood  upon 
this  floor,  aa  one  of  the  proiid  Representatives  of 
a  great  and  powerful  State,  now  deeps  in  the  si- 
lent tomb;  his  spirit  rests  in  the  bands  of  ths 
Creator.  He  died  at  bis  residence  (ColumbM, 
Ohio)  on  Wednesday  morning,  the  3d  instant 

General  Moore  came  here  at  the  commeiice- 
ment  of  the  present  session,  apparently  in  good 
health;  but  after  a  few  weeks'  lat>or  in  this  Hsil, 
he  was  stricken  by  a  disease  which,  althoa|li 
sometimes  slow  in  its  progress,  never  failaiauc 
end  to  baffle  the  skill  omT  the  most  successful  phy- 
sician. Consult^ ption  had  iastened  it*  faocaupea 
his  vitals,  and,  in  a  few  short  months  of  suMr- 
ing,  closed  his  career.  Hs  left  this  city  for  bii 
family,  with  forebodinss  that  hia  days  werefew, 
and  that  he  would  not  live  to  return  to  his  posL 
Notwithstanding  hia  debility,  it  will  be  rsmoi- 
bered  that  on  the  day  preceding  hia  deparuire,  be 
waa  upon  this  floor,  warmly  and  zeidously  ti- 
vocating  and  carrying  through  a  bill  in  which  i 
portion  of  bis  iroinediate  conatitoanta  felt  a  deep 
solicitude.  It  was  the  last  aa  of  bia  political 
life. 

The  deceased  was  a  native  of  Vermont,  where 
be  received  a  liberal  education;  he  studied  law  is 
Rochester,  New  York;  and  after  completing  his 
professional  studies,  and  forming  a  matriiaowal 
alliance,  emigrated  to  Columbua,Obio,  wkersix 
maintained  a  respectable  standing  at  the  bar.  At 
the  time  of  his  decease,  he  was  i3xHit  thirty-four 
years  of  age.  After  a  reaidence  of  only  six  ar 
seven  years  in  that  State,  he  was  appointed  adjii- 
tant  general;  and  a  year  afterworda,  at  the  W 
congressional  election,  selected  aa  the  Bepreieat>- 
ative  upon  this  floor  of  one  of  its  largest  and  vest 
respectable  districts.  NotwithstaiMing  hs  wass 
young  man,  comparatively  a  atranger,  apd  with 
no  experience  whatever  in  legialatKin,  his  stera 
integrity,  his  strict  morality,  bia  uaefol  lalea^ 
and  his  unflagging  perseverance,  ^ve  andoubtsd 
assurance  that  in  his  hands  the  interests  of  the 
people  would  never  be  compromitted.  I  otel 
scarcely  say  to  those  who  witnessed  his  bnef 
careerasa  Representative,  that  his  coafideooe  waa 
not  misplaced. 
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It  is  perhaps  difficult  to  enifiigc actively,  forany 
length  of  time,  in  the  exciting  scenes  of  party 
strife,  without  incurring  the  enmity  of  those 
whose  interests,  opinions,  or  feelings,  may  be 
counter  to  ours.  Political  differences  too  often 
affect  our  private  relations,  and  convert  into  ene- 
mies those  who,  under  other  circumainncej, 
would  have  been  bound  togelherby  the  strongest 
ties  of  friendship.  General  Moore,  however,  had 
no  enemies  in  this  Hall.  Open,  frank, and  inde- 
pendent in  the  maintenance  of  those  principles 
which  he  conscientiously  believed  were-  insepa- 
rably connected  with  the  prospcriiy  of  the  coun- 
try, yet  kind,  courteous,  and  conciliatory  towards 
those  who  diflered  with  him,  he  gave  offense  to 
none.  Whilst  he  enjoyed  the  unlimited  confi- 
dence of  his  political  friends,  he  always  retained 
the  respect  and  esteem  of  his  opponents. 

It  is  some  consolation  to  his  friends  here  to 
know  that  he  reached  home  in  time  to  receive  the 
kindness  and  attention  of  his  family  in  the  "  hour 
and  article  of  death."  H^  died  not  amongst 
strangers, and  in  a  strange  land,  far  from  his  home 
and  kindred;  but  in  the  bosom  of  his  family, and 
surrounded  by  a  generous  constituency  who  had 
honored  him  with  their  confidence,  and  whose 
regard  he  so  richly  merited.  An  amioblc  and 
devoted  wife  hung  over  his  bed  of  suffering,  and 
smoothed  the  pillow  of  death.  No  condolence 
of  ours,  however  sincerely  offered — no  tears  of 
sympathy,  be  they  ever  so  profusely  shed,  can 
heal  the  ogonizcd  heart  of  the  bereaved  widow. 
To  her  the  loss  is  irreparable.  He  upoiiwhom 
she  had  placed  her  hopes  of  happiness  in  domes- 
tic life — he,  around  whom  all  the  warm  nffnctions 
of  her  heart  had  been  gathered,  and  whom  she 
loved  with  all  the  enthusiasm  and  devotion  of  her 
sex — the  father  and  protector.of  her  three  help- 
less children — has  been  torn  from  her  bosom 
forever.  The  heart  that  once  beat  in  unison  with 
Iters  has  ceased  to  pulsate  forever.  The  eye  of 
affection  which  once  carried  joy  and  gladness  to 
her  soul,  has  been  closed  by  the  cold  hnnd  of 
death.  The  partner  of  her  pleasures  and  pains — 
the  idol  of  her  heart,  has  gone  to  that  land  where 
"  sin  nnd  sorrow  are  known  bo  more" — "  where 
the  wicked  cease  frotn  troubling,  and  the  weory 
ore  at  rest."  That  God  "  who  tempers  the  wind 
10  the  shorn  Iamb"  can  alone  console  and  sustain 
her  under  this  afflicting  dispensation.  May  we 
not  also  hope  that  he  who  has  [>romised  to  be  a 
"father  to  the  fatherle*8"  will  watch  over  nnd 
protect  the  helpless  orphans  left  to  mourn  the 
loss  of  an  earthly  parent.' 

Day  after  day  are  we  admonished  of- the  cer- 
tainty of  death  and  the  iinrertaiiity  of  the  lime 
thereof.  How  often  has  the  truth  been  forced 
upon  our  minds  by  impressive  lessons,  "  that  in 
the  midst  of  life  we  are  in  death.'"  To-day  the 
politician  stands  in  this  Hall  the  proud  Repre- 
Bentative  of  a  free  people,  commanding  by  his 
genius  our  respect,  and  engaging  our  attention; 
to-morrow  comes  a  withering  frost,  and  tlioae 
lips  of  eloquence  which  could  once  arose  the  soul 
to  all  the  sublime  feelings  of  patriotism  and  valor, 
become  moiionlessand  nilent,  to  be  heard  no  more. 
"The  grass  withereth  and  the  flower  fadeth." 
But  a  few  days  since  my  deceased  friend  and  col- 
league sat  by  my  side  watching  over  the  inter- 
ests of  his  constituents  with  a  zeal  that  never 
tired,  a  vigilance  that  never  flagged;  to-dny  he 
sleeps  in  the  silent  grave;  Ill's  voice  has  been 
hushed,  and  will  no  more  be  heard  in  this  Hall. 
This  seat,  which  once  knew  him,  will  know  him 
no  more  forever.  He  had  but  just  commenced 
Ilia  career  upon  the  busy  theater  of  life.  Hon- 
ored with  a  seat  in  the  national  councils,  happy 
in  his  domestic  relations,  surrounded  by  kind  and 
devoted  friends,  looking  forward  with  high  hopes 
of  future  honors  and  usefulness,  he  has  been  cut 
down  in  the  morning  of  life  by  the  unsparing 
hand  of  death.  "  Life's  fitful  fever  is  over, "ana 
no  man  shall  see  him  more.  Oh!  "  what  shadows 
we  are,  what  shadows  we  pursue."  Should  not 
the  number  of  our  associates  who  have  been 
■tricken  down  from  our  side  within  the  last  few 
months,  admonish  us  of  the  littleness  of  our  con- 
troversies here,  the  uncertainty  of  our  sojourn  on 
earth,  and  the  necessity  for  being  prepared  to  take 
our  departure  to  that  "  bourn  whence  no  trav- 
eler returns.'"  Let  us  be  ready;  for  "  no  one 
knoweth  the  day  nor  the  hour  when  the  Son  of 
Man  cometh." 

As  a  tribute  of  respect  to  the  in>'innry  of  our 


deceased  friend  and  late  associate,  I  offer  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions,  and  ask  their  adoption: 

Remtrrd,  Ttint  tills  (Inline  h.is  heard,  with  the  livelieflt 
sensibility,  the  annunciation  nf  the  ilealli  of  Hon.  llkiMAS 
Ai.LEN  MooRt:,  laie  a  niunibur  rmiii  titc  St»te  of  Ohio. 

Resolneit,  That  Iliiii  H(iu.<e  lender:*  to  the  family  and  re- 
latives of  ilip  dfcBSssd  the  pxprpssion  of  itj;  syinpatliy  on 
this  nftlicling  event ;  and,  as  a  le^liinttny  of  respect  for  the 
infinory  of  ihr  deceased,  itie  menibere  and  otlicers  will 
wear  Uip  umial  badge  of  niourniiif;  for  thirty  davi*. 

Rc-^olved,  Thai,  as  a  furlhcr  tetttimony  of  respect,  this 
HouKC  wdl  now  adjourn. 

The  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted. 
The  House  adjourned. 


HoesB  or  RepRBf  rntjitivbs,  .^pni  8,  1844. 
(5esti.emes:    In    ihe  report  nf  the   proceedingtj  of  the 
lloiiKe  on  the  bill  innklne  appropriations  for  western  wa- 
ters, of  i^aiurday  last,  Mr.  Blaekwoll  moved  an  ainend- 
ini' nl  '*  for  the  ennlimialion  of  il»p  improvement''  on  the 
Tennessee  river,  of  f  rid.TGd  33  ;'*  nnd  I  find  this  remark 
ascribed  to  me;  *' Mr.  Thompson  said  he  would  not  vole 
for  Ihe  amendment,  because  he  was  not  di-*posed  to  jeo- 
pard Ihe  pa9sai;eof  the  hill."  l^is  is  a  mistake  ;  I  made  no 
!  such  remark ;   nor  did    I  say  n  word  on  the  amendment, 
I  though  I  endeavored  tn  gel  the  floor  for  the  purpose  of  ad- 
Vfioaiing  ttie  amendment.     In  an  early  part  of  the  debate, 
I  had  remarked  ihal  if  tlli;  friends  of  the  we»lern  waters 
adhered  to  the  jiropo-ilion  loexpeiid  ,$IOO,OtiO  on  the  upper 
Ohio,  thi^re  were  at  least  wie  hundred  streams  in  the  United 
Stales  equal   to  that  in   commercial   importance;  audit 
would  tie  right,  if  a  distribution  of  the  Trea-'ury  was  lo  be 
I  made,  that  eaci)  section  of  the  tjnion  should  otitnin  its  ap- 
pmprinte  share.  For  this  reason  I  favored  the  amendment, 
I  iilfending  lo  vote  Bgainsl  the  bill.     For  ihe  safety  of  com- 
I  merce.  nnd  the  presi-r%'alion  nf  human  life,  ('ongress  might 
iindi!rtake  to  reinovo  Ihe  obstacles  wliieli  endanger  both  in 
Ihe  great  natural  thoroughfares  of  trade  between  the  States, 
on   the  principle  itiat  light  houses  ttre  huiti  on  the  coast, 
and  steatnhoals  are  inspected,  under  the  authority  of  the 
United  Stales.     Yet   it  is  a  very  dilTerent  lltiiig  lo  make 
eliannels  for  commerce,  by  digging  canals,  or  by  contiiiing 
the  water  in  a  narrow  compass,  as  fs  the  attempt  on  the 
upper  Ohio.     The  first  is  general  ta  its  very  nature — the 
other  is  local. 

I  hope,  trierefore,  you  will  correct  this  report  in  your 
next  pa[ier. 

Very  reipeetfully,  J.  THOMPSON. 

Messra.  Blais  hi  Rivbb. 


IN  SENATE. 
TtTEBDAT,  ^;>ri/  9,  1844. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  Umiiore  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  communication  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment, transmitting,  in  compliance  with  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  Senate  of  the  3d  instant,  n  report  mnde 
lo  the  topographical  bureau  by  Captain  George 
Hughes,  in  relation  to  ihe  working  of  copper  ore; 
which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Porter,  was  ordered 
io  lie  on  the  table. 

Also,  the  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  containing  statements  of  the  commerce 
and  navigation  of  the  United  States;  which,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Huntington,  wos  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table,  and  fifteen  hundred  copies  in  addi-' 
tion  to  ihc  usual  quantity,  ordered  to  be  printed. 

PETITIONS,   ETC. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  presented  a  memorial  nu- 
merously signed  by  citizens  of  Indiana,  asking  a 
grant  of  land  to  complete  the  Wabash  and  Erie 
canal  to  the  Ohio  river;  which  was  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

Also,  a  petition  of  the  citizens  of  the  counties 
nf  Park  and  Fountain,  Indiana,  praying  for  a 
mail  route  from  Rockville  to  Annapolis,  Sylva- 
nia,  Merryville,  and  Cooper's  Mill,  to  Coving- 
ton; which  was  referred  lo  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  nnd  Posl  Roads. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  presented  two  memorials, 
signed  by  four  hundred  citizens  of  New  Castle 
county,  in  the  State  of  Delaware,  without  dis- 
tinction of  parly ,  remonstralingagainst  any  mod- 
ification of  the  existing  tariff;  which  was  referred 
to  Ihe  Committee  on  Finance. 

Also,  a  memorial  signed  by  William  Stephens 
and  other  citizens  of  the  Slate  of  Delaware,  re- 
monstrating against  the  remission  of  duly  on  mil- 
road  iron;  which  was  referred  lo  ihe  Committee 
on  Finance. 

Mr.  PEARCE'piwsented  a  petition  from  the 
children  and  heirs-at-law  of  James  Moglenen, 
praying  for  compensation  for  a  horse  lost  in  the 
service  of  the  United  during  the  late  war;  which 
was  referred  lo  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Also,  resolutions  adopted  by  the  Legislature 
of  Maryland,  requesting  the  Senators  and  Repre- 
sentatives from  that  Stale  to  use  their  influence 
lo  procure  the  passage  of  a  litw  making  the  neces- 
sary appropriation  to  remove  certain  sand-bars 
at  the  muulh  of  the  Susquehanna  river,  obstruct- 


ing the  passage  of  vessels  of  lar^  burden  to  the 
port  of  Havre  de  Grace;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and  ordered  lo  be 
printed. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  a  memorial  from 
William  D.  Ross,  praying  the  remission  of  cer- 
tain duties  on  scrap  iron  imported  into  the  Slate 
of  New  York  from  Canada;  wliich  was  referred 
to  the  Commillee  on  Finance. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  the  officers  of  the  Ma- 
rine Insurance  Company  of  New  York,  asking 
Congress  to  take  measures  for  the  effectual  de- 
fense of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  The  memorialists 
go  into  considerable  details  with  reference  to  the 
measures  which  ought  to  be  adopted  for  that  pu  r- 
pose,  and  suggest  the  construction  of  a  railroad 
from  the  naval  depot  at*Pensacola  to  the  interior 
of  the  country;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce. 

Also,  n  petition  from  a  large  number  of  mer- 
chants of  New  York,  omong  which  were  the 
names  of  many  heavy  business  houses  of  that 
city,  praying  for  the  passage  of  a  law  establishing 
the  warehousing  system;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  a  memorial  signed 
by  citizens  of  the  township  of  Warwick,  in  the 
county  of  Lancaster,  Penn-sylvania,  setting  forth 
the  advantages  of  the  tariff  law  of  1842,  and  pro- 
testing against  the  passage  of  the  bill  reported 
into  the  other  House  by  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance. 

Also,  five  memorials  from  differejrt  parts  of 
Pennsylvania,  asking  Congress  to  let  the  exist- 
ing tariff  continue  in  existence  until  it  be  proved 
by  ascertained  facts  that  a  change  of  its  provi- 
sions was  necessary;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  George  McElroy  and 
others,  highly  respectable  citizens  of  the  town- 
ship of  Ephrala  and  county  of  Lancaster,  Penn- 
a.ylvania,  acting  as  a  committee  in  behalf  of  a 
public  meeting.  They  state  that  in  the  autumn 
of  1777,  after  the  battle  of  Brand ywine,  five  hun- 
dred soldiers  were  brought  from  the  American 
army,  some  of  them  wounded,  and  others  suffer- 
ing with  the  camp  fever,  and  placed  in  a  hospital 
provided  for  them  by  the  charity  and  patriotism 
of  the  religious  society  of  Se\'enih  Day  Baptists, 
which  then  had  a  large  establishment  at  Ephrata. 
That  afterwards,  two  hundred  of  them  died,  and 
were  buried  on  the  summit  of  a  hill  called  Mount 
Zion,  about  one  hundred  feet  in  height,  and  com- 
manding a  rich  and  picturesque  view  of  the  sur- 
rounding countiy.  The  spot  has  since  been  neg- 
lected, and  is  now  overgrown  with  thorns  and 
brambles. 

Mr.  B.  said  the  citizens  in  the  vicinity  of  Ephra- 
ta, considering  it  wrong  that  the  remains  of 
two  hundred  of  the  benefactors  of  their  country 
should  be  pcrmilled  to  lie  there  neglected,  and 
almost  unknown,  have  been  exerting  themselves 
to  erect  a  monument  lo  their  memory;  and  they 
now  ask  Congress  to  aid  them  in  tnis  pious  and 
patriotic  attempt,  by  granting  them  an  appropri- 
ation for  the  purpose. 

The  memorial  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  SEVIER  presented  papers  relative  to  the 
claim  of  the  late  Colonel  D.  Brearley ;  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  presented  a  petition  from 
certain  residents  of  the  land  districts  of  Fayette 
and  Palmyra,  asking  that  the  land  offices  there 
may  be  consolidated  and  located  in  some  central 
point  in  a  new  district,  and  recommending  Bloom- 
ington,  in  Macon  county,  Missouri,  as  a  proper 
location;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  FULTON  presented  a  petition  from  citi- 
zens of  the  .Slate  of  Arkansas,  praying  for  the 
establishment  of  a  mail  route  from  Little  Rock, 
south  side  of  Arkansas  river,  to  Fort  Smith; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  B  ERRI  EN  presented  a  petition  from  James 
D.  Mason  and  others,  praying  permission  to  re- 
gister a  vessel  of  foreign  construction  purchased 
by  them,  and  refitted  in  the  United  Slates;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  EVANS  presented  a  petition  from  David 
Bronson  and  others, citizens  of  the  Slate  of  Maine, 
praying  that  no  change  may  be  made  at  the  prc»- 
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ent  Ksaion  in  the  exiatinp  tariff;  which  wai  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Finahce. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  Francia  0.  J.  Smith,  of 
Maine,  praying  Conereas  to  aubacribe  to  the  pub- 
lication of  a  digest  of  selected  report*  of  commit- 
teea  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatiyea 
on  pubUc  meaaares  and  privBte  claima;  which 
waarefened  to  the  Committee  on  the  Library  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McDUFFIE,  it  waa 

Oni<r*^  That  Ibe  petition  and  pa^n  of  William  W. 
Williuu,  relating  to  a  ravolutionuy  claim,  be  taken  Atom 
Ibe  fllea  of  tbe  Senate,  and  refeired  to  the  Committee  on 
BeTolutionaiy  Clalmi. 

Mr.  HUNTINQTON  preaented  a  memorial 
rery  numeroaaly  signed  by  ciiizena  of  Hartford, 
ConnectioQt,  againat  th^  paaaage  of  the  bill  re- 
ported in  thr  House,  or  any  other  bill,  for  the 
alteration  or  modification  of  the  tariff  act  of  1842; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Also,  two  memorials  from  citizens  of  Windsor, 
Connecticat,  prayiogfor  the  redaction  of  the  rates 
of  postage,  and  tbe  abolition  of  tbe  franking  priv- 
ilege;  which  wen  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  UPHAM  presented  a  memorial  signed  by 
inhahhawf  ofthe  town  of  Wetherafield,  Vermont, 
•etling  forth  the  advantages  of  the  tariff  of  1842; 
that  it  had  raised  the  price  of  labor  and  surplus 
provisions,  and  protesting  againat  any  modifica- 
tion of  it;  protesting  against  the  annexation  of 
Texas,  andexpresautg  the  opinion  that  it  cannot 
uke  place  without  an  infraction  of  the  Censtilu- 
tion;  and  that,  if  it  could,  such  annexation  would 
pe  dangerous  to  the  perpetuity  of  the  Union. 
Also,  piaying  that  no  measure  be  adopted  touch- 
ing the  occupation  of  Oregon,  untiUhe  matter  had 
been  aubmitted  to  negotiation ;  which  waa  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance  and  Foreign  Rela- 
tiona. 

Alao,  two  memorials  from  the  towns  of  Bethel 
and  Berlin,  in  the  State  of  Vermont,  against  any 
alteration  in  (he  present  tariff;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE  presented  a  memorial 

froni  citizens  of  Marietta  and  its  vicinity,  State 

of  Ohio,  representing   that  they  had  recently 

/  learned,  with  mingled  surprise,  amazement,  and 

(   alarm,  that  the  project  is  serioualy  entertained  by 

[   the  E^cative  of  annexing,  by  treaty,  Texaa  to 

the  United  States,  and  remonstrate  and  protest 

againat   the  meaaure,  believing,  as  they  most 

£rmly  do,  that  it  involves  in  its  consequences  not 

only  the  happiness  and  safet/of  the  country,  but 

the  integrity  and  perpetuity  ofthe  Union  itself. 

Mr.  W.  remarked  that  he  had,  no  doubt,  been 
honored  with  the  duty  of .  presenting  this  memo- 
rial, not  from  a  want  of  respect  by  the  memorial- 
ists for  the  Senators  from  Ohio,  but  because 
Marietta  waa  the  home  of  his  childhood.  He 
remarked  that  these  memorialiats  were  tbe  de- 
seendanta  of  thoae  revolutionary  patriots  who 
made  the  first  settlement  in  Ohio;  and  that  they 
had  a  peculiar  riglit  to-spe&k  upon  this  subject. 

The  meiuMpal  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
OD  Foreign  jfclations. 

Mr.  WALKER  presented  a  petition  from  eiti- 
sena  of  SyraoMe,  New  York,  for  the  reannexa- 
tion  of  Texas  to  the  United  States.  They  repre- 
sent that  the  people  of  the  Republic  of  Texas, 
having  long  since  evinced  an  ardent  desire  to  be 
attached  to  some  other  Government,  and  recently, 
through  a  legalized  delegated  power,  made  over- 
tures to  our  Chief  Magistrate,  by  way  of  treaty, 
to  be  annexed  to  the  United  States,  presents  a 
question  to  the  American  people  of  great  magni- 
tude and  exciting  interest  The  acquisition  of 
.  Texas  would  extend  our  territory  over  a  country 
rich  in  the  growth  of  cotton  and  the  culture  of 
silk,  peopled  with  inhabitants  congenial  with  our 
views,  and  fumiah  tbe  most  natural  boundary  of 
the  United  States.  It  would  greatly  extend  our 
commercial  lelationaand  facilitate  the  advantagea 
of  more  effectually  protecting  our  southern  and 
western  frontiers  in  case  of  foreign  invasion,  and 
be  a  ready  instrument  in  the  hands  of  Providence 
to  allav  that  incendiary  and  disorganizing  apirit 
engendered  by  political  abolitioniata.  Your  peti- 
tioners woubf  further  represent,  that  past  experi- 
ence repels  the  argument  that  the  accumulation 
of  territory  will  endanger  the  perpetuity  of  the 
Government.  Therefore,  with  a  view  of  inter- 
cepting any  despotic  or  foreign  influence  from  con- 
trolling the  future  advancement  of  that  Republic, 
and  deatroying  our  manufactures,  and  impover- 


ishing our  revenue  by  importing  goods  into  that 
country  to  be  used  in  the  United  Slates  at  a  nom- 
inal duty,  and  from  exporting  cotton  from  Texas 
to  England  duty  free,  at  the  same  time  imposing 
a  duty  of  twenty-five  per  cent,  upon  cotton  at  the 
South,  would  most  imperatively  urge  the  grow- 
ing necessity  of  the  annexation  of  that  territory 
to  thia  Government,  as  a  paramount  interest  of 
many,  and  the  permanent  well-being  of  all;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations. 

Mr.  HDOER  presented  a  petition  from  Mar- 
tha Philips,  ([widow  of  Eleazer  Philips,)  of  Christ 
Church  'parish.  South  Carolina,  for  a  penaion; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions. 

RSPORTS  FROM  COHMITTBKS. 

Mr.  BAGBY,fk«m  the  Committee  on  Territo- 
ries, reported  back,  without  amendment,  and 
with  a  recommendation  that  they  do  paas.  House 
bills  of  the  following  titles: 

A  bill  granting  to  the  county  of  Dubuque  cer- 
tain lots  of  ground  in  the  town  of  Dubuque; 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  selection  of  certain 
school  lands  in  the  Territories  of  Florida,  Iowa, 
and  Wisconsin; 

A  bill  to  confirm  certain  entries  of  land  in  the 
St.  Augustine  land  district,  in  the  Territory  of 
Florida,  made  under  the  preemption  law  of  the 
22d  June,  1838; 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  Legislatures  ofthe  sev- 
eral Territories  to  regulate  the  apportionment  of 
repreaentation,  and  for  other  purposes;  and 

A  bill  to  confirm  to  the  city  of  Femandina,  in 
the  Florida,  certain  lota  reaerved  for  public  uae 
by  the  Spanish  Government. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  B&6BY,  the  Committee  on 
Territories  was  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  from  the  House  to  amend 
the  act  to  provide  for  the  armed  occupation  and 
settlement  of  the  unsettled  part  of  the  peninsula 
of  Florida,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  PEARCB,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Rob- 
ert Barclay,  of  Missouri;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  BATES,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
reported  back  without  amendment,  and  wiih  a 
recommendation  that  they  do  paas,  the  bills  from 
the  House  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  Justice  and  Sarah 
Blackemore. 

He  also  reported  back,  with  an  amendment, 
and  recommendation  that  it  do  pass,  the  House 
bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Glover. 

He  alao  reported  back,  with  an  amendment. 
House  bill  for  the  relief  of  Abigail  Gibson,  ac- 
companied by  a  report;  which  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  made  ad- 
veraa  reporta,  which  were  ordered  to  be  printed, 
on  the  following  House  bills: . 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Freeman; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Simeon  Caswell; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Farnham; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Hutchinson; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  P.  Schuyler; 

.A  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Richard  Elliott; 
and 

A  bill  fori  the  relief  of  Major  Thomas  Harri- 
son. 

Mr.  B.  also  npade  adverse  reports,  which  were 
ordered  to  be  printed,  on  the  following  cases: 
The  claim  of  Esther  Turner  Burroughs,  the 
widow  of  Normand  Burroughs,  to  be  allowed  a 
pension;  of  Daniel  Bowen,  for  arreara  of  pension; 
of  Lydia  Rundlet,  the  widow  of  Nathaniel  Rund- 
let,  for  an  increase  and  arrears  of  pension ;  of  Eb- 
enezer  Suran,  for  a  pension;  of  Nancy  Parker, 
the  heir  of  Timothy  Parker,  for  compensation 
for  his  services  and  sacrifices  while  an  officer  in 
the  naval  service  during  the  revolutionary  war; 
of  John  BecraA,  for  a  penaion^of  Jamea  Bunker, 
for  increase  and  arrears  of  penaion;  and  of  John 
Martin,  for  arrears  of  penaion. 

Mr.  ATHERTON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Pensiona,  reported  back,  without  amendment, 
and  with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  paas,  the 
bill  from  the  House  granting  a  pension  to  Barthol- 
omew Moguire. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  the  Com- 
mittee' on  Commerce  was  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  resolutions  of  the  Le- 


gislature of  Maine  on  the  subject  of  the  British 
colonial  trade;  and  they  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  H.  also  reported  back,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce,  with  an  amendment,  the  bill  i« 
provide  for  the  erection  of  a  marine  hospital  at 
key  West,  in  the  Territory  of  Florida. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WHITE,  the  Comaitueoa 
Indian  Affairs  was  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  claim  of  James  Ervioe  for 
compenaalion  for  loaaes  under  a  contract  for  n- 
movingand  sabsisting  Indiana;  and  the  petitkHwr 
was  granted  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition. 

Several  adverse  reporta  from  the  Commitleeoa 
Private  Claima  were  taken  up,  and  concansdia 
by  the  Senate. 

THE  TARirr — ^THK  COHPROHISB  ACT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CHOATE,  the  nrevioiuor- 
dera  of  the  day  were  postponed,  and  tbe  Senate 
resumed  tbe  consideration  of  the  resolution  of 
the  Committee  on  Finance  for  the  indefinite  poit- 
ponement  of  the  bill  introduced  by  Mr.  Me- 
DuFFU  for  reducing  the  rates  of  duties  under  the 
present  tariff  to  the  standard  of  the  comprooiiie 
act. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  said  he  availed  himself  ofthe 
courtesy  pf  the  Senator  from  MaaaacbuaeUa  ^Mr. 
Choatc]  to  submit,  aa  well  aa  hia  indispositioa 
would  permit,  the  viewa  which  be  entertaiiwd 
upon  the  subject  now  under  consideration,  aaeir- 
cumatances  would  prevent  bint  from  doing  lo  at 
a  late^period  of  thia  debate.  He  had  not  been 
diaposed-  to  intrude  himaelf  upon  the  notice  of  the 
Senate  aince  they  had  met  together,  nor  to  oc- 
cupy more  of  ita  time  than  waa  neceaaary  in  the 
fulfillment  of  thoae  obligations  which  hail  been 
imposed  upon  him,  in  the  discharge  of  hii  duiin 
as  the  organ  of  one  of  its  most  important  iland- 
ing committees.  He  entertained  the  same  feeling 
now,  and  if  he  deviated  from  it  on  this  occasion, 
he  was  induced  to  do  so  from  twoconaideiaiiou. 
The  first  waa,  in  relation  to  the  conaliutional 

Cower  of  tlie  Senate  entertaining  the  bill  preaenied 
y  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Me- 
DnrriE,]  and  eapecially  in  allowing  discouioi 
upon  its  merits  pending  the  question  ofjuriHiie- 
tion;  for  he  believed  that  to  assume  the  right  la 
entertain  the  bill  would  be  assuming  a  paver 
which  the  Conatitution  4><l  not  confer  upon  the 
Senate.  He  expressed  this  opinion  with  perfect 
respect  to  those  who  differed  from  him;  bat  at 
the  same  time,  with  a  sincere  conviction,  upon 
his  own  part,-of  its  truth.  But  he  bad  another 
motive  for  troubling  the  Senate  with  the  rematki 
which  he  propoaed  to  offer  on  this  occasion.  Thii 
debate,  however  unauthorized  in  iu  inception, 
had  in  iis  progress  imposed  a  responsibility  upoa 
tliose  who  had  not  participated  in  it,  or  is  the 
opinions  which  had  been  submitted.  Thia  si- 
sumption  of  responsibility  bad  attracted  tbeattea- 
tion  of  others;  these  opinions  and  these  feelingi 
had  attracted  the  attention  of  their  conatituenu 
during  the  protraction  of  the  debate.  He  tpolie 
particularly  of  hia  own  constituents,  and  it  wu 
of  them  alone  that  he  desired  now  to  speak.  They 
were  not  contented  with  the  position  in  which  iIm 
South  had  been  placed  during  the  progress  of  tkii 
debate.  He  should  discharge  his  duty  to  ibem, 
and  forward  their  wishes  as  far  as  his  abBity 
went.  He  would  be  the  first  to  withdraw  then 
from  that  poaitioA. 

He  had  been  gratified — aa  he  doubted  not  every- 
body who  had  heard  thia  debate  had  been — bj  the 
talent  and  reaearch  which  had  been  exhibited  la 
its  progress.  He  had  been  occasionally  cheei«4 
by  the  prospect  which  had  been  open  to  view  of 
the  capabilities  of  this  favored  land,  and  of  tbe 
capacity  of  the  American  people  to  preserve, with 
still  increasing  prosperity,  the  independent  ststioa 
which  they  hs'J  assumed  among  nations.  He  bsd 
been  animated  with  the  hope  that  no  effort,  no 
course  of  conduct,  whatsoever  might  be  the  sa- 
ture  of  iu  origin,  could  arreat  iu  progreaa.  ft»^ 
from  tbe  very  inception  of  this  debate,  he  ha« 
been  impressed  with  the  conviction  that  it  waa 
inappropriate,  unauthorized,  and  injuHoua  is  iu 
tendency.  That  it  was  inappropiwte,  upon  a 
reaolution  coming  from  the  Committecon  Finasoe, 
which  was  the  only  committee  from  which  B 
could  properly  emanate,  because  the  right  wu 
asaumed  for  the  ptirpose  of  ascertaining  ibe  char- 
acter of  the  bill,  and  whether  it  was  or  waa  odi 
a  bill  for  raiaiiig  revenue.    He  had  thought  Uu> 
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debate  was  unauthorized,  because  the  Constitu- 
tion which  gave,  also  limited  the  powers  of  the 
Senate;  and  tlie  subject  of  debate  was  a  question 
which  was  expressly  inhibited  to  that  body. 

But  especially  had  he  thought  this  debate  was 
injurious  in  its  tendency,  as  calculated  to  agitate 
the  public  mind,  by  involving  the  discussion  of 
a  peculiarly  exciting  subject,  at  a  moment  entirely 
unfitted  for  such  agitation.  When  he  had  looked 
to  the  state  of  this  nation — to  its  political  condi- 
tion— to  the  condition  of  its  Executive — to  the 
discordant  councils  which  prevailed  in  these  legis- 
lative chambers;  when  he  had  looked  especially 
to  the  condition  of  the  whole  American  pi;jple, 
struggling,  at  this  moment,  to  relieve  themselves 
from  the  embarrassments  under  which  they  had 
been  laboring  for  years — he  could  not  avoid  feel- 
,ing,  with  a  certainty  of  conviction,  that  the  mo- 
ment for  raising  a  discussion  upon  this  agitating 
subject  had  been  unfortunately  chosen.  It  was 
under  this  conviction  that,  at  an  early  stage  of 
this  debate,  he  endeavored  to  arrest  its  progress, 
and  made  an  effort  to  call  the  Senate  to  the  con- 
sideration of  its  own  duties.  That  effort  failed, 
and  lie  acquiesced — not  because  he  believed  that 
a  principle  of  constitutional  law  could  be  so  un- 
intelligible as  to  lose  its  efBcacy;  not  because  he 
believed  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the  Senate  to  decide 
the  question  whether  it  had  a  right  to  do  what 
this  bill  proposed,  before  it  proceeded  to  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  subject  of  the  bill — but  in  defer- 
ence to  what  seemed  to  be  the  general  wish  of 
the  Senate —  a  wish  to  concede  in  courtesy  what 
could  not  be  called  a  right. 

This  debate  had  proceeded;  and  the  friends  and 
opponents  of  the  bill  wandering  from  its  provi- 
sions— the  friends  and  advocates  of  the  exTsting 
system  of  revenue,  as  well  as  its  opponents,  had 
been  beard.  In  the  discussion  of  this  simple 
question,  doctrines  of  political  economy  had  been 
discussed,  tables  compared,  statistics  brought  for- 
ward; and  Senators,  who  were  oil  equally  zeal- 
ous in  quest  of  truth,  had  arrived  at  conclusions 
as  utterly  opposite  as  were  the  points  from  which 
they  took  their  departure.  If  it  had  been  the 
pleasure  of  the  Senate,  he  should  have  been  in- 
clined to  pause  here — to  postpone  this  discussion 
for  a  more  appropriate  occasion,  when  the  bill 
should  come  up  which  awaited  the  decision  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  the  initiation  of  which 
had  been  assumed  in,  as  it  belonged  to,  that  le- 
gislative bi;anch  of  Congress.  He  would  not  be 
misunderstood,  however,  in  regard  to  this  sub- 
ject. He  did  not  attach  to  the  provision  in  the 
ConstitiKion  which  required  that  all  billx  for  rais- 
ing revenue  should  originate  in  the  House  of 
Representatives,  the  same  importance  attached  to 
il  by  other  Senators.  If  we  were  now  discussing 
the  principles  of  the  Constitution,  instead  of  in- 
quiring what  were  the  powers  of  the  Senate,  he 
would  not  hold  the  doctrine  that  such  an  inhibi- 
tion was  suited  to  the  genius  of  our  institutions. 
He  did  not  believe  any  analogy  existed  between 
these  institutions  and  those  of  England,  from 
wliich  was  to  be  traced  ita  introtluciion  into  our 
Constitution. 

He  did  not  perceive  that  there  was  any  propri- 
ety in  the  limitation  which  was  imposed  upon  the 
Senate  by  the  restrictions  of  the  Constitution.  It 
was  common  to  speak  of  members  of  the  other 
Mouse  as  the  Representatives  of  the  people,  and 
of  thin  as  the  representatives  of  the  States;  but 
lie  apprehended  that  this  was  in  reference  rather 
to  the  equality  of  representation  in  this  body  than 
to  the  relation  between  its  members  and  their  con- 
stituents. He  believed  .that  a  Senator  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  was  as  much  a  representative  of  the 
people  as  a  member  of  the  other  branch  of  the  na- 
tional Legislature.  He  believed  that  tlie  people 
were  represented  in  this  body  by  the  States,  and 
in  the  other  branch  of  Congress  by  the  districts; 
but  in  each  case  it  was  the  same  people  who  were 
represetited.  It  was  not,  however,  from  this  equal- 
ity of  representation  that  he  opposed  the  initia- 
tion of  the  bill  now  the  subject  of  discussion.  It 
was  because  the  restriction  was  plainly  written 
upon  the  face  of  the  Constitution;  and,  however 
important  nnight  be  the  discussion  of  the  merits 
of  this  bill,  there  stood  in  advance  of  it  a  question 
far  more  important;  which  was,  whether  the  Sen- 
ate of  the  United  States  would  confine  its  legisla- 
tion within  the  limits  of  the  Constitution,  or  usurp 
a  power  which  the  Constitution  had  not  confcncd 
upon  it^ 


Entertaining  these  opinions,  not  only  upon  the 
question  iyielf,  but  upon  its  comparative  import- 
ance, he  desired  to  state,  os  briefly  as  possible, 
the  question  involved  in  the  inquiry,  whether  the 
Senate  had  the  constitutional  power  to  entertain 
this  bill — toori:»inatetliebill  which  was  now  under 
discussion?  He  did  not  refer  Senators  to  that 
particular  clause  in  the  Constitution,  because  it 
was  perfectly  well  known  to  all  present.  It  was 
simply,  that — 

"  All  liitls  ror>al3ing  revenue  shall  originate  fn  the  House 
of  Ilcpr.-Miiitiiliveji ;  but  llic  Senate  may  propose  or  concur 
in  ameiidnieiitd,  as  in  cases  of  oilier  l)ill;i." 

Now,  here  was  a  bill  which  was  for  raising 
revenue.  He  spoke  of  it  in  these  general  terms. 
The  question  involved  was,  what  was  a  bill  for 
raising  revenue?  The  Senator  from  South  Car- 
olina [Mr.  McDcrriK]  said,  if  it  were,  in  any 
article,  essentially  such  a  bill,  the  Senate  had  no 
^right  to  entertain  it.  But  he  [.Mr.  McD.]  denied 
that  it  was  so;  because,  in  the  first  place,  it  did 
not  propose  to  raise  revenue  by  the  imposition  of 
new  or  increased  duties,  but  to  reduce  taxation 
by  the  reduction  of  (luiics.  Mr.  B.  maintained 
that  this  distinction  was  more  specious  llian  solid, 
inasmuch  as  the  bill  proposed  a  repeal  of  one 
kind  of  duty,  and  prescribed  that  of  another. 
Ij  Mr*.  B.  proceeded  to  show  that  the  bill  would, 
necessarily,  in  its  progress,  have  to  be  so  amended 
as  to  impose  a  different  rate  of  duty,  and  there- 
fore would  be  a  bill  for  raising  revenue.  He  next 
examined  the  argument  that  the  object  being  to 
reduce  duties,  not  to  increase  them,  the  bill  could 
not  be  within  the  terms  of  the  inhibition  in  the 
Constitution;  and  he  referred  to  the  journal  of 
the  debates  of  the  convention  which  framed  the 
Constitution,  to  show  that  the  object  of  the  in- 
hibition, with  regard  to  the  Senate,  was  to  pre- 
vent the  Senate  from  originating  bills  for  raisin^■ 
or  appropriating  money  for  revenue — a  power 
that  was  reserved  for  the  House  of  Represenia- 
tives.  He  quoted  several  motions  of  amendment 
in  the  debates  of  the  convention,  to  show  that 
such  bills  were  always  spoken  of  as  money  bills, 
including  all  revenue  bills,  the  object  of  which 
was  to  raise  money  by  taxation  for  revenue. 
Hence,  he  argued  that  there'was  no  constiiinionnl 
authority  for  the  origination  of  this  bill  in  the 
Senate.  But,  admonished  that  this  question  had 
been  waived,  and  that  n  disposition  had  been 
manifested  to  discuss  in  full  the  tariff  policy,  he 
would  no  longer  urge  his  opposiiion  to  this  de- 
bate; nr'I  as  it  hid  gone  on,  and  would  go  on, 
he  wished  to  express  his  views  on  the  general 
subject. 

He  objected  to  the  ad  valorem  principle  of  the 
bill  on  the  ground  of  iia  impracticability,  and  of 
the  impossibility  of  getting  any  majority  in  Con- 
gress to  substitute  that  principle  fur  ilie  principle 
of  discrimination.  He  appealed  to  the  sentiments 
of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  himself,  in 
favor  of  disi'riminaiion,  to  show  that  this  bill 
•'ould  not  come  to  any  practical  result,  since  ev(;n 
its  own  friends  would  not  8H|ipnrt  its  principle; 
and  that,  therefore,  it  ought  not  to  occupy  the 
lime  of  a  legislative  body,  in  view  of  iis  utter 
impracticability.  It  would  not  do  to  say  that  it 
was  a  mere  title  or  text  to  give  occasion  for  dis- 
cussion and  the  propagation  of  principles  of  po- 
litical economy;  for,  he  apprehended,  the  constit- 
uents of  gentlemen  would  tell  them  that  their 
representatives  were  elected  for  purposes  of  legis- 
lation, and  not  for  the  purpose  of  indoctrinating 
the  people  with  speculative  principles  of  political 
economy. 

He  olijected  to  the  discussion  of  the  question, 
as  tending  to  produce  a  state  of  agitation  in  the 
public  mind  which  might  lead  to  discord.s  as  fear- 
ful and  threatening  as  those  which  distiirbeJ  the 
harmony  of  the  whole  Union  a  few  years  ago. 
He  depicted  the  state  of  excitement  which  then 
prevailed,  and  assej-ted  that  the  least  indiscretion 
on  the  port  of  either  party  would  have  caused, 
rivers  of  fraternal  blood  to  flow.  That  evil  was 
happily  averted;  and  he  prayed  that  no  event 
should  ever  occur  again  which  would  revive  such 
a  tendency;  therefore,  he  deprecated  the  agitation 
of  the  same  disturbing  question  now. 

He  acknowledged  that  there  was  a  limit  to  the 
degree  of  submission  which  the  people  are  called 
upon  to  pay  to  the  laws.  And  if^  he  could  believe 
that  there  was  that  degree  of  oppression  and  in- 
justice exercised  by  this  Government  which 
(Vuuld  warrant  the  withholding  of  submission,  he 


would  enter  as  freely  into  the  resistance  of  this 
oppression  and  injustice  as  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina.  But  he  ret^uircd  some  conviction — 
something  beyond  the  mere  assertion  that  this 
state  of  oppression  actually  existed,  before  he 
could  even  approve  of  ajitaimg  the  subject.  Now 
with  regard  to  the  tariff  of  1843,  it  did  not  appear 
to  him  that  this  proof  had  been  given.  If  it  be 
true  that  the  consumers  pay  the  duty  on  imports, 
it  was  not  true  that  the  South  paid  all  the  duty 
on  the  imports  of  the  United  States;  for  the  con- 
sumers of  the  East  and  West  paid  their  propor- 
tion; therefore,  the  pressure  was  equal  all  over 
the  Union.  Yet  there  was  no  complaint  from  any 
of  those  quarters.  In  the  absence  of  such  com- 
plaints, he  was  not  willing  to  give  credence  to 
every  assertion  made  in  debate,  of  the  suffering 
of  the  country,  or  any  particular  section.  The 
way  to  judge  the  question,  in  the  ab.ience  of  all 
complaint,  was  to  institute  a  comparison  between 
the  condition  of  the  country  before  the  passage 
of  the  act  of  1842,  and  the  condition  of  the  coun- 
try since  its  passage.  And  if  it  turned  out,  as  he 
contended  it  had,  that  the  condition  of  the  coun- 
try had  been  greatly  improved,  the  arguments 
against  the  act,  on  the  ground  of  ita  having  pro- 
duced suffering  ond  distress,  were  st  once  dis- 
pelled. He  then  proceeded  to  show  that  com- 
merce and  business  had  revived?  that  the  revenue 
had  improved;  that  the  credit  of  the  Government 
had  been  restored;  and  that  the  general  prosper- 
ity of  the  country  hod  been  promoted.  Hence 
he  argued  that  this  was  a  most  unpropliious  mo- 
ment to  arrest  all  these  eleineiits  of  prosperity, 
by  experimenting  on  the  very  policy  which  had 
resulted  in  such  beneficial  effects.  He  asked,  was 
this  n  time,  looking  to  the  condition  of  the  ad- 
ministrative power,  for  disturbing  a  system  of 
p.ilicy  such  as  this  ? 

Looking  to  the  feebleness  of  the  Adminislra- 
tion — an  Administration  which,  in  the  history  of 
th' .  country,  had  been  not  inaptly  designated  a 
parenthesis,  the  omission  of  which  would  not 
injure  the  sense — an  Administration  the  records 
of'  whose  executive  power  would  be  confined  to 
the  mere  phrases  of  "  I  nominate  A  B  in  the 
room  of  C  D,  removed,"  all  else  being  a  blank — 
looking  to  the  discordant  elements  which  severed 
the  legislative  powers  of  the  Government — look- 
ing to  the  foreign  relations  of  the  country— no 
prudent  sL-itesman  would  select  this  as  the  pro- 
pitious moment  to  disturb  the  whole  revenue  pol- 
icy— a  policy  under  which,  whether  it  was  in  con- 
sequence of  il  or  not,  both  the  Government  and 
the  country  were  happily  prospering.  At  the  eve 
of  a  great  party  and  political  struggle  for  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Government,  was  not  the  time 
to  open  up  this  policy  for  revision  and  modifica- 
tion. No  modification  that  could  now  be  made 
could  be  satisfactory  to  either  parly.  At  least,  it 
would  be  but  a  compromise,  and  would  be  con- 
sidered as  merely  of  temporary  obligation.  It 
could  not  be  expected  to  endure  beyond  the  next 
session  of  Congress;  for,  which  ever  party  may 
succeed,  will  seek  to  give  full  operation  to  the 
principles  sustained  and  evinced  by  the  will  of 
the  people,  giving  power  to  the  successful  narly. 
He  pointed  out  all  the  advantages  of  staniliiy, 
and  the  disadvantages  of  adoptingtiny  modifica- 
tions that  neither  party  when  in  power,  as  either 
must  be  next  Congress,  would  suffer  to  stand. 

Mr.  B.  proceeded  to  show  that  there  were  some 
thin;.;s  urged  by  the  Senator  from  Missouri  [.Mr. 
Rf.NTON]  which  exhibited  coincidences  between 
him  and  thot  Senator.  He  alluded  to  ihat  .Sena- 
tor's disapproval  of  the  horizontal  principle;  to 
his  admission  of  the  want  of  jurisdiction  in  the 
Senate  to  entertain  this  bill;  and  to  his  concep- 
tion of  the  inappropriativeness  of  the  present 
time  for  expecting  any  change;  but  ho  differed 
wholly  from  that  Senator  as  to  the  usefulness  of 
Ihc  present  discussion. 

Mr.  B.  entered  into  a  brief  history  of  the  rise 
of  the  protective  policy  in  this  country,  with  a 
view  of  showing  that  the  self-interest  of  the  con- 
munily  created  a  feeling  favorable  to  the  growth 
of  domestic  manufactiires,  and  to  affonling  them 
all  the  protection  incidental  to  the  levying  of  du- 
ties on  imports  for  revenue.  Out  of  this  begin- 
ning had  grown  the  patriotic  sentiment  of  building 
up,  by  increased  pioicciion,  a  system  of  homo 
indii.stry  and  home  manufactures  capable  of  ren- 
dering the  country  iiulcpeiident  of  foreign  nations 
for  its  supplies. 
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He  quoted,  from  a  Georgia  paper,  a  paragraph 
aiserting  that  an  English  manufacturing  compa- 
ny, in  consequence  or  the  tariff  net  (if  1843,  had 
sent  an  agent  to  the  southern  States,  forthe  selec- 
tion of  a  site  for  an  extensive  manufacturing  es- 
tablishment; and  that  a  contract  had  been  made 
to  parcbase  eight  thousand  acres  on  the  Savan- 
nah river,  at  the  head  of  Trotter  shoals,  at 
$60,000,  on  which  extetisive  factories  are  to  be 
erected.  He  also  enumerated  many  manufac- 
turing establishments  growing  up  in  south  Caro- 
lina, Georgia,  Alabama,  and  Arkansas,  with  a 
view  of  showing  that  the  South  was  already  pre- 
paring to  compete  with  New  Enghnd.  And  he 
concluded  that  the  northern  and  eastern  Slates 
would  now  begin  to  fi^d  that  they  were  no  longer 
to  monopolize  the  "  enormous  profits"  supposed 
to  be  yielded  by  manufactures — that  they  would 
have  to  yield  some  portion  of  their  "  plunder" 
to  the  South. 

The  difference  between  the  advocates  of  pro- 
tection and  their  opponents  could  be  reduced  to 
very  narrow  limits.  He  stated  the  claim  of  the 
former  to  be,  to  discriminate  for  the  protection  of 
domestic  industry  against  the  competition  of  for- 
eign pauper  labor.  The  opponents  of  protection 
admitted  that  there  might  and  should  be  discrim- 
ination; but  it  should  be  for  revenue.  The  Sen- 
ator (Vom  South  Carolina  [Mr.  McDcffie]  would 
discriminate  solely  for  revenue;  but  the  Senator 
from  Missouri  [Mr.  Bcntom]  would  discrimin- 
ate for  both  revenue  and  protection — the  protec- 
tion to  be  incidental  to  the  revenue.  The  whole 
thing,  then,  was  a  question,  not  of  principle,  but 
of  degree.  Now,  he  held  that  if  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  would  discriminate  before  the 
rich  and  the  poor  for  the  protection  of  the  poor, 
it  waa  as  much  an  admission  of  the  power  of 
Congress  to  discriminate  for  any  purpose  as  for 
the  purpose  of  relieving  the  poor;  and  did  not 
differ,  so  far  as  the  question  of  power  was  con- 
terned,  firom  the  discrimination  for  the  protection 
of  domestic  labor  against  the  competition  of  for- 
eign labor. 

Looking  to  the  future  destinies  of  this  country 
— to  its  capabilities  of  maintaining  a  population 
of  fifty  million  freemen  within  the  term  of  life  of 
thoM  now  living — he  asked,  could  it  be  that  such 
a  country  and  such  a  people  were  destined  to  be 
dependent  on  the  workshops  of  Europe  fur  the 
supplies  of  their  necessaries  ? 

Mr.  B.  next  examined  the  arguments  urged  by 
the  Senator  from  Missouri  [Mr.  BsHTONlinfavor 
of  lew  duties  as  being  conducive  to  the  prosperity 
of  the  country.  He  conceived  the  argument  that, 
as  the  revenue,  which  was  but  |4,500,000  with  a 
population  of  four  million,  rose  from  that  ratio  to 
$16,500,000  of  revenue  for  seven  million  of  peo- 
ple, waa  fallacious  as  to  the  proposition  that  low 
duties  conduced  to  national  prosperity;  l>ecause 
other  circumstances  existed  to  which  that  effect 
was  due.  For,  he  aigued  that  the  Senator  from 
Missouri  had  overlooked  the  fact  that  this  country 
was,  in  the  first  epoch  he  took,  in  a  state  of  un- 
exampled prosperity,  arising  out  of  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances. The  wars  ana  revolutionary  con- 
vulsions of  Europe  were  then  all  favorable  to  this 
country,  and  threw  the  carrying  trade  of  a  large 
portion  of  the  world  into  our  hands.  The  ten- 
dencies were  all  to  produce  that  degree  of  pros- 
perity which  was  most  favorable  to  enlarged  con- 
sumption of  imports,  and  consequently  to  the 
growth  of  revenue.  The  reverse  was  the  fact 
after  the  late  war,  and  was  well  calculated  to  pro- 
duce the  very  fluctuations  pointed  out  by  the 
Senior  from  Missouri,  as  characteristic  of  bis 
second  epoch. 

With  regard  to  the  argument  that  the  present 
tariff  policy  presses  with  peculiar  severity  on  the 
South,  he  considered  that  a  problem  yet  to  be 
solved.  He  could  only  appeal  to  experience  for 
a  test  of  the  proposition;  and  when  he  did  so,  he 
found  that  experience  assured  him  that,  instead 
of  reduced  consumption  and  reduced  prices  of  the 
staple  exports  of  the  South,  the  reverse  had  taken 
place;  and,  instead  of  having  to  pay  higher  prices 
for  articles  of  consumption^lower  prices  prevailed. 
He  denied  that  the  doctrine  of  the  increase  of 
duties  increasing  prices  was  sustained,  to  the  ex- 
tent alleged  on  the  other  aide,  by  modern  political 
economists  of  the  best  reputation. 

He  found,  on  examining  those  authorities,  the 
doctrine  maintained  that  the  impoeition  of  duties 
falls  not  wholly  on  the  consumer,  but  in  part  on 


the  producer,  the  intermediate  agencies,  and  the 
consumer.  The^  mention  some  instances  in 
which  the  duty  is  wholly  borne  by  (fne  or  the 
other,  but  they  are  few  and  immaterial.    Mr.  B. 

fave,  as  an  instance  of  the  effect  of  duties,  some 
etails  relative  to  the  trade  in  rice  between  Geor- 
gia and  England,  If  a  l>arrel  of  rice  be  sent  in 
the  rough  state  to  Elngland,  the  duty  there  will 
amount  to  about  sixteen  or  seventeen  shillings; 
but  if  sent  in  a  prepared  (cleaned)  form,  the  duty 
will  be  thirty-two  shillings — the  difference  being 
a  protection  to  the  cleaning  mills  of  Liverpool. 
He  argued  that  this  was  an  article  in  which  the 
producer  paid  the  whole  duty,  as  it  made  no  dif- 
ference to  the  conaumer  in  consequence  of  rice 
from  other  nations  being  ad  mitted ,  contrary  to  the 
reciprocity  treaty  with  us,  at  much  lowerduties. 

Mr.  B.  next  proceeded  to  diseuss  the  doctrine 
of  free  trade,  with  a  view  of  showing  that  it 
never  could  be  established  by  Great  Britain,  and 
therefore  never  could  be  enjoyed  by  this  country-' 
upon  any  fair  terms  of  reciprocity.  He  then  ad- 
verted to  the  arguments  maintained  here  in  favor 
of  free  trade. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  rose  to  Inquire  if  the  Senator 
meant  to  say  that  any  member  of  the  Senate  had, 
in  this  discussion,  advocated  the  doctrine  of  free 
trade  in  the  sense  in  which  he  characterized  it? 

Mr.  BERRIEN  replied  that  he  conceived  he 
had  merely  used  the  termas  it  wasaiwaysunder- 
stood  by  those  who  advocated  low  duties. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  again  inquired  if  theSen^r 
asserted  that  any  member  of  the  Senate  had  used 
tlie  term  in  the  sense  he  attributed  to  it? 

Mr.  BERRIEN  replied  that  he  used  the  term 
as  it  was  understood  by  the  whole  country,  when 
it  is  brought  forward  as  an  argument  against  an 
opposite  system. 

Mr.  B.  next  referred  to  a  work  he  had  lately 
seen,  to  show  the  sort  of  free  trade  exercised  by 
Great  Britain.  He  then  reverted  to  the  question 
of  a  modification  of  the  tariff;  and  reiterated  that 
be,  aa  a  southern  msn,  was  opposed  to  any  re- 
vision now,  which  must,  in  his  judgment,  lead  to 
nothing  but  instability ;  and  that  if  the  tariff  law 
were  now  modified,  ip  the  only  way  it  was  pos- 
sible it  could  be  modified,  it  would  be  a  change 
but  of  brief  duration,  and  would  react  injuriously 
on  the  interests  of  the  South.  He  had  sought 
this  opportunity  of  expressing  his  views,  for  the 
purpose  of  showing  tiiat  there  waa  at  least  one 
portion  of  the  South  opposed  to  any  modification 
of  the  tariff  at  this  inauspicioua  crisis,  which 
would  disturb  the  interests  that  had  grown  up 
under  it,  or  prevent  a  fair  trial  of  its  policy.  He 
considered  it  the  part  of  wisdom  to  wait — to  pause 
for  the  experience  of  another  year.  It  was  not 
the  part  of  wisdom  to  rush  upon  a  change  that 
could  have  no  stability. 

The  condition  of  the  country  admonished  him 
not  to  interfere  with  the  career  of  prosperity 
which  the  country  now  waa  enjoying.  He  de- 
sired to  await  the  decision  of  the  American  peo- 
ple, which  would  now  soon  be  given.  Any  re- 
vision can  then  more  appropriately  be  made. 

Mr.  COLdUlTT  desired  to  be  heard  upon  this 
question;  but  in  view  of  the  lateness  of  the  hour, 
he  presumed  it  would  be  agreeable  to  the  Senate 
to  adjourn. 

The  question  under  discussion  was  passed  over 
informally. 

•    EXECUTIVE  SESSION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BAYARD,  the  Senate  then 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  executive  busi- 
ness; and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  ad- 
journed. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
TuBiDAT,  Jlprii  9, 1844. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  having  been  read 
and  approved, 

The  SPEAKER  announced  the  first  business 
in  order  to  be  the  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings,  on  the  subject  of  the  Drummond  light, 
was  rejected. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  rose  for  the  purpose 
of  moving  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  receiving  reports  from  the  committees — 
such  as  would  give  rise  to  no  debate — in  order 
thai  such  reports  mi^ht  be  disposed  of. 

Mr.  HALE  inquired  whether  the  motion  to 


reconsider  was  not  a  privileged  question,  vbidi 
must  supersede  all  other  business? 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  was  a  privileged  aim. 
tion,  which  would  take  precedence  over  all  other 
motions,  except  a  motion  to  adjourn.  He  snr- 
gested  to  the  gentleman  from  Penntiybrania(Mr. 
C.J.  Imgcrsoll]  that  the  reception  of  reports  from 
committees  would  be  the  next  business  in  onler 
during  the  morning  hour,  after  the  moiion  to  le- 
consider  was  disposed  of,  unless  it  should  be  let 
aside  by  a  motion  to  suspend  the  rulei,  for  tha 
purpose  of  takinz  up  some  ottier  businiw. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL,  then  withdrew  Iiii 
motion. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  being  thus  declared 
to  be  now  in  order, 

Mr.  LEONARD  rose,  and  explained  the  m- 
sona  which  influenced  the  committee  in  nakinr 
the  report.  Great  inconvenience  was  experiencM 
from  the  present  mode  of  lighting  the  Hall  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  from  .the  want  of 
proper  ventilation — the  smoke  from  the  candid 
and  lamps  rendering  the  air  almost  <rho!ly  unitfbr 
respiration.  The  adoption  of  the  plan  prapoted 
by  the  committee  was  also  advisable  on  the  Koie 
of  economy.  The  present  mode  of  lighting  coiu 
about  twenty-five  dollars  a  night;  whereaithe 
mode  proposed  would  not  cost  beyond  fnar  dol- 
lars at  furtliest;  and  it  would  produce  a  more  per- 
fect and  brilliant  illumination  of  lbs  whole  build- 
ins. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  called  for  the  previons  qurt- 
tion;  which  was  seconded, and  the  main qaeiiiiia 
was  ordered  to  be  now  put. 

The  main  question  was  then  put:  ■■  Shall  the 
vote  by  which  the  report  was  rejected  be  recon- 
sidered ?"  and  decided  in  the  aflirmative. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  agreeing  lo  d» 
report. 

Mr.  VANCE  called  for  the  yeas  and  niTi; 
which  were  ordered;  and  being  taken, resultea— 
yeas  79,  nays  83. 

So  the  report  was  not  agreed  to. 

RErOBTS  FROM  COMMITTEEt. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  that  the  nexlbsa- 
ncss  in  order  waa  the  reception  of  reporu  fitm 
the  standing  committees. 

Mr.  ELMER,  from  the  Committee  on  Elec- 
tions, submitted  a  resolution  that  said  eomoittn 
have  leave  to  sit  during  the  sessions  of  the  Hooie, 

Mr.  E.  said  he  was  directed  by  a  majority  of 
the  committee  to  offer  this  resolution,  thotigh  am 
or  two  of  the  members  were  opposed  to  it.  Be 
thought  the  Resolution  necessary  to  anaUe  theM 
to  get  through  the  mass  of  businen  beioi*  dx 
committee. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  ^ntucky,  taid  he  had  orIt  » 
remark,  as  a  member  of  the  committee,  iktt  te 
would  not  sit  during  the  sessions  of  the  HaoK. 
He  believed  that  nis  legislative  duties  ia  the 
House  were  of  more  importaoce  t«  his  cMsdtt* 
cnta  than  any  business  before  the  Comoriklea  si 
Elections,  and  be  ahould  remain  in  tha  HmmIA 
attend  to  them. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  resohtioa;  aat 
it  was  agreed  lo. 

Mr.  McKAV,  from  the  Committee  rfWsj* 
and  Means,  to  which  had  been  referred  iheanead- 
ments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  making;  l*^"*^ 
ations  for  the  payment  of  the  reVolutiooairy  sM 
other  pensioners  of  the  United  Stales,  lepartid 
the  same  back  with  several  amendmoiISi  wkin 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whel*  * 
the  state  of  the  Union,  and  ordered  to  be  piWM. 

Mr.  McK.,  from  the  same  committae,  H  ^riaa 
had  been  referred  the  amendmeiita  oT  tha  Bmm 
to  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  f^^ 
cations  of  the  United  States,  r^portatf  dw  **■* 
back  to  the  House,  with  a  recommendKllM  iM 
they  be  rejected;  which  were  referred  t*tfc«OMl 
miltee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  oTtfa*  IWo*. 

Mr.  VANCE,  from  the  Committee  ofCWIi 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  I%iUp  S««iMV| 
which  was  read  twice,  and  refttM^  (O  It  Ol^ 
mittee  of  the  Whole  House.  .,, 

Mr.  v.,  from  the  same  conMdMM,  (•  «■» 
had  been  referred  the  bill  from  the  SenMtMr*' 
relief  of  Charles  Miller,  reported  tba  aHWOTB' 
out  amendment. 

Mr.  A.  JOHNSON,  from  the  aamaooaMHiH^ 
made  an  adverse  report  on  the  peliU9«*fJ<2 
Monroe,  and  the  petition  of  Sotonea  IW***" 
others. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  A.  JOHNSON,  leave  was 
granted  to  the  heirs  of  Thoiniis  A.  Russell  to 
withdraw  their  pelilinn  and  pa|>ef3. 

Mr.  COBB,  from  the  same  committee,  made  an 
adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  Bennett  M.  Dell; 
which  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  | 
printed.  | 

Mr.  STRONG,  froin  the  same  committee,  made  j 
an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  Charles  S.  | 
Mathews  and  James  Hall;  which  was  laid  on  the  < 
table,  ond  ordered  to  be  printed.  ] 

Mr.  DUNLAP,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Barnabas 
Baker  and  others;  which  was  read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred to  n  Committee  of  the  Wiiolc  House. 

Mr.  C.  M.  UECD,  from  the  same  committee,  I 
to  which  had  been  referred  the  bill  to  provide  for 
improving  the  entrances  into  the  mouths  of  the 
K.Tlamnzoo  and  Grand  rivers,  on  the  eastern  coast  j 
of  Luke  Michigan,  reported  the  same  with  an 
amendment,  which  was  read.  I 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  from  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  supplementary 
to  the  act  eritiiled  "An  act  to  settle  tin!  title  to 
certain  tracts  of  land  in  Arkansas,"  approved  lllh 
An<;u8i,  1842;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred 
In  the  Coinmiitec  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Uni<ni. 

Mr.  D.,from  the  same  committee,  reported  a 
hill  fur  the  relief  of  certain  e.xiles  from  Poland; 
which  was  rend  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

.Vlr.  JA.VIESON,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  the  followin;;  bills;  which  were  read  a 
first  nnd  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Coin- 
mitire  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union: 

Abdl  for  the  relief  of  certain  persons  who  lost 
their  pieOmptions  unuer  the  act  of  19th  June, 
1834,  by  tlie  location  of  res<!rvationsfor  the  chiefs, 
if.,  under  llie  treaty  with  the  Creek  Indians  of 
1832. 

A  bill  niithorizins:  the  inhaVjitants  of  township 
one,  of  range  thirteen  east,  Seneca  county,  Ohio, 
to  relinquish  ceriain  lands  selected  for  schools, 
and  Id  obtain  others  in  lieu  thereof. 

A  bill  su|iplcnient;il  to  the  acts  of  May  22, 
1S2C,  and  May  27,  1840,  authorizing  the  surren- 
der of  lioiimy  lands  drawn  by  soldiers  of  the  last 
war,  and  the  location  of  oilieis  in  lieu  thereof. 

Mr.  SIMONS,  from  the  Committee  on  Eiigrav- 
in,S,  reported  the  following  resolution;  which  was 
considered,  and  agreed  to: 

.    Resoled,  'I'lml  the  Coniniittee  on  Enffravtng  have  ea- 
(rav.il  anil   |iubli>li<'i|   iivelve  l:un<lri'il  tiiiil   lilly  euplM  of 
tile  map*  aer>>iifi>iiii>ing  report  Nu.  4'J7,  fniin  the  Ciinitiiit 
lee  iMi  .Mihiary  .^iHiirs. 

Mr.  S.,  from  the  same  committee, reported  the 
following  resolution;  which  was  considered,  and 
agreed  lo: 

Hrtotrc'l,  Tiiat  the  Cnrniiiittee  oti  Ciic>niving  liave  en- 
pvved  mill  puliliMlieil  filtern  hiintlred  eopifu  'of  eneli  of 
lliiny  iiiap!«.  1"  he  neleeteil  by  faid  eoiniiiillee,  to  neeoiii- 
patiy  the  saiil  iliieuineiit:  i'f-uttJc./, 'J'hal  the  ciwt  of  the 
eiigrai  iiii;.  pniiliii:,  lilhonraphin;;,  and  paper,  for  said  luana, 
diall  not  elrieilJil^U. 

Mr.  SPENCK,  from  the  Committee  on  En- 
graving, made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  reso- 
lution, to  publish  the  maps  to  nccomfiany  the 
report  of  the  War  Department,  illustrating  the 
theory  of  storms. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  moved  to  amend  the  reso- 
lution to  prim  the  nui|)s,  by  sirikinj;  out  all  after 
the  word  "  resolved,"  and  Insert  a  subslilule  to 
Uiscoiitiniie  this  olfice  in  the  War  Depurimcnt, 
and  ur^ed  that  it  was  usirless. 

Mr.  SIMONS  replied  by  saylnst  that  perhaps 
no  man  in  the  House  would  lie  less  likely  to  chase 
idle  experiments,  and  to  be  governed  by  the 
winds,  and  to  be  affected  by  storms,  than  he  was; 
that  his  prejudices  had  been  strong  against  enter- 
taining this  subject;  bnt-he  confessed  to  be  open 
to  conviciinn,  and  ready  to  consider  propositions 
for  inrtprovement.  He  had  given  the  subject con- 
sideraiion,  and  was  convinced  that  llie  author 
was  a  acii:niific  man,  and  wise  on  the  subject  he 
had  prepared  under  his  appnininierit;  that  this 
officer  had  been  employed  under  a  large  salary, 
bad  established  extensive  inquiries,  from  the  Mis-  I 
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sissippi  to  New  Brunswick,  and  from  the  lakes 

to  Bermuda,  and  had  collected  much  information 
on  the  sulyecl;  and  the  House  had  ordered  the 

printing  of  the  document  he  had  prepared,  which 
document  would  be  useless  without  the  illustra- 
tions by  the  maps;  and  shall  we  now  say  these 
maps  sliall  not  be  published,  aiiil  thereby  lose  the 
value,  if  any  there  was,  of  the  labors  of  this  of- 
ficer.' What  are  we  to  gain  by  employing  this 
man  if  his  works  arc  to  bo  suppressed,  not 
brought  to  light.'  How  can  the  gentleman  from  j 
Tennessee  undcrstandingly  vote  to  not  only  re-  I 
fuse  the  printing,  but  to  dismiss  the  officer.'  The 
only  way  to  act  rationally  upon  this  subject  ap- 
pears to  be  lo  publish  the  doings  of  this  officer, 
'and  let  them  go  before  the  country;  and  thus  will 
we  be  able  to  decide  on  the  utility  of  this  office. 
Shall  the  sum  of  a  few  hundred  doll.irs  stand  in 
the  way,  and  obstruct  and  render  abortive  this 
effort  of  a  learned  philosopher,  and  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, to  investigoic  a  subject  on  which  so 
much  interest  depends.'  Shall  we  follow  barba- 
rians, and  reject  all  proposiiions  for  improve- 
ments .'  and- especially  this  on  which  most  of  the 
expen.se  has  already  accrued?  Shall  we  comlemn 
the  child  for  not  walking  before  it  creeps?  What 
great  improvement  has  been  perfected  by  the  first 
effort?  It  is  but  a  few  years  ago  that  the  prop- 
osition to  move  a  vessel  by  sienm  was  ridiculed 
to  death  in  a  legislative  body;  a  canal  burlesqued 
•as  a  great  mud  ditch;  and  locomotives  to  run 
twenty  miles  an  hour  were  only  in  the  imagina- 
tions of  cracked  brains.  For  my  part,  I  have  no 
feeling  in  this  matter  but  to  do  justice  to  the  of- 
ficer and  to  the  country. 

To  do  justice  to  the  first,  then,  let  na  publish 
his  works,  performed  under  our  employment,  by 
which  only  we  shall  be  able  to  judge  of  his  merit; 
and  let  us  do  ourselves  {lie  justice  to  make  use  of 
the  researches  o'f  our  officer,  for  which  most  of 
the  expense  is  already  incurred.  Let  us  do  jus- 
tice to  all,  by  a  reasonable  liberality;  and  by 
showing  some  regard  to  the  works  of  a  philnso- 
phcr  whose  merits  are  acknowledged,  not  only 
by  the  most  distinguished  and  learned  men  in  our 
own  country,  but  by  the  most  distinguished  phi- 
losophers in  Europe.  Shall  it  be  said,  sir,  that 
we  turn  our  backs  on  those  devoted  to  science  ? 
that  this  Congress  closes  its  eyes,  like  barbari- 
ans, on  philosophy?  and  rejects  improvements 
attempted  to  be  made  by  a  preceding  Congress? 
Indeed,  sir,  if  fault  isio  be  found  in  expense  on 
this  subject,  it  must  be  ascribed  to  the  last,  and 
not  to  tiiis  Congress. 

Sir,  let  me  say,  once  for  all,  that  while  I  watch 
the  box,  you  need  not  be  alarmed  at  the  squan- 
dering of  money;  nnd  1  bind  myself  that  your 
map  and  chart  priming  shall  not  amount  Jo  one 
fourth  what  it  has  lor  past  years.  If  lliese  maps 
had  been  published,  as  proposed  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  session,  and  as  such  work  has 
been  heretofore  done,  it  would  cost  ilic  Govern- 
ment probaliiy  §40,000.  This,  I  am  happy  to  say, 
1  had  an  influence  in  preventing;  nnd  I  believe 
all  can  be  published  which  is  necessary  to  ac- 
complish the  object,  for  $1,500;  and  to  dismiss 
the  officer,  and  omit  to  publish  his  work,  is  to 
me  undignified  in  this  body,  and  an  evidence  of 
a  pertinacious  adherence  lo  the  standard  of  knowl- 
edge at  which  we  have  ntiained,  instead  of  ad- 
vancing; iind  evincing  thereby  an  unphilosoph- 
ical  condition  incompalible  wilh  our  land  of  lib- 
erty and  light,  and  at  the  same  time  doing  great 
injustice  lo  a  iliainteresled  and  distingnislied  phi- 
losofdicr,  who  has  spent  a  life  and  fortune  in  sci- 
entific researches. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  moved  to  strike  out  the  ori- 
ginal resolution, and  insert  asubstilule  in  the  form 
of  a  joint  resolution;  which  proposed  to  aiiolish 
the  office  of  meteorologist,  which  is  attached  to 
the  office  of  Surgeon  General. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  moved  the  previous  question; 
which  was  sustained  by  the  House. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  called  forthaycas  and  nays 
on  his  amendment,  and  they  were  ordered;  and 
being  taken,  resulted — yens'75,  nays  86. 

So  the  amendment  was  not  adopted. 


The  question  then  recurred  on  agreeing  to  the 
resolution. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  that  the  morning 
hour  had  expired. 

THE  TARIFF. 

Mr.  McK.AY  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules 
for  the  purpose  of  going  into  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  with  a  view  of 
taking  up  the  larifl"  bill. 

Upon  this  motion,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  de- 
manded and  ordered;  and  being  taken,  resulted 

yeas  SO,  nays  84;  as  follows:     • 

YEA.S— Messrs.  AiidiTsori,  A»he,  Alkin'snn,  James  niack, 
Jnnies  A.  tilack,  Illaclcivell,  llnwer,  llowliii.  Iloyd,  Milloa 
llnmii,  William  J.  lirowii,  Burke,  Hurt,  Callin,  Reuben 
Chapiiiaii.Uhappell,  Clintiui,  C'ubh,  Cro>s,  i;iilloiii.  Daniel, 
neaii,  IJunlap,  Elmer.  Farler,  Ficklui,  llnle,  llaniniett, 
II.iralsoM,  lleiihy,  llerriek,  Hopkins,  llnustcui,  llubord, 
lluuUes,  lluii!;erl'ord,  Jameson,  Cave  Jotiiisnn,  Perley  it. 
Joliiison,  Ariilreiv  Jolinsnn,  GiMirce  W.  Jones,  Andrew 
Kennedy,  Preston  King,  Kirkpalrick.  I.iibranehe.  Leonard, 
l-ewis,Lueas.  .Maolav,  MelJowell,  McKay,  .Murpliy,  Nor- 
ris,  tJiven,  Payni-,  I'raii,  I'lirdy,  niUhl.un,  IJavid  S.  Reid, 
Ri'dini;.  Helle.  Rliett.  Itobirls,  Rnhinson.  .-^impsan.  Sleeii- 
rud,  Stetson,  Stiles,  Stone,  .'ilrimg.  Sykes,  T.iylor,  Tlionip- 
son,  'fihhalts,  'I'lieker,  Wilier,  W'lntworth,  Wiicatiui, 
Woodward,  and  Joseph  A.  \Vright— 80. 

NAV:^— Messrs.  Ablioll,  Adams,  Baker.  Darrinner,  Ber- 
nard, l)idlaek,nrin:le,  Jacob  llnnkerhoir,  llrodhcad.  Jere- 
miah Hrnivn,  lluflini^nn,  Cary,  i;arroll,  Cau-in,  ('hillon, 
(.'hiieh.  Cjinpnian,  Cian).ton,  Dana,  Darr.icli,  Garrett  Davis, 
Jleberry,  Dellfi,  Dickey,  Diekiiison,  Ellis,  Fish,  Foot, 
French,  Giddin's,  Willis  Green,  Brvam  Green,  Grinnell, 
Orider,  llarp.r.  Hays,  llubhell,  lludsiui,  James  B.  Hunt, 
(.'harles  J.  Insersoll,  Josepll  It.  Ingeisoll.  Iivin,  Jeokii, 
John  P  Kennedy,  l>yon,  .M«t;auslen.  .McClelland,  Mcll- 
vaine.  Marsh,  Edward  J.  Morris.  Morse.  Moselev,  New, 
Newton,  I'arniiiiiir,  r.itlerson,  Elisha  It.  Potter,  Emery  D. 
I'olter.  Preston,  Ramsey,  (Jharles  M.  Rei^d,  Riller,  Ilock- 
well,  Rodney,  Koijers. Sample, Seheiiek,Severnnce.  Duvid 
I.,  .'•eyaiour,  John  T.  Smilil,  C.nleli  B.  Sniilll,  Spence, 
Andrew  Siewan,  John  Stewart,  Suiniiiers,  Tyler,  Vance, 
Vinton,  Welhered,  White,  William*,  Winllirup,  William 
Wright,  nnd  Yost— 84. 

So  the  House  refused  to  go  into  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

HARBORS  AND  RIVERS. 

Mr.  TIBBATTS  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rules  to  enable  him  to  offer  a  resolution  to  take 
the  bill  making  appropriations  for  certain  harbors 
nnd  rivers  out  ol^  committee  m  two  o'clock  this 
day. 

Mr.  ROGERS  moved  to  amend  by  extending 
the  time  to  three  o'clock. 

*  Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  demanded  the  previous 
question;  but  being  informed  that  the  subject  of 
the  resolution  was  not  the  western  harbor  bill,  lie 
withdrew  the  demand. 

The  question  was  put  on  suspending  the  rules; 
and  a  division  being  called,  sixty-five  rose  in  the 
alfirmalivc. 

Mr.  REDING  then  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nnvs,  which  were  ordered;  and  being  taken,  re- 
sulted—yeas  88,  nays  G2. 

The  rules  having  been  suspended  by  this  vote, 

Mr.  TIBBATTS  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  was  read: 

/ico/rcrf,  That  alldi-batejiithe  Committee  of  ihe  Whole 
riouse  on  the  stale  of  the  Uiron  on  House  hilt  (No.  '203,) 
iiiakinz  approprtntinns  for  eenniii^arbors  niul  rivers,  shall 
cease  nl  lour  o'eliiek,  p.  in.,lhis  day,  (if  iheeommittee  shall 
not  sooner  come  lo  a  eoiielusjon  upon  the  same  ;)  and  the 
comniitlee  shall  then  proceed  to  vote  onsitcli  luiiendnients 
as  may  bi;  pi'nillne,  or  otTered  lo  ihe  same  ;  and  Bhall  then 
report  it  to  Ihe  House.' with  such  amcndiiicnts  asninyli&ve 
been  agreed  lo  by  the  eoinmitiee. 

Mr.  DRO.MGOOLE  expressed  his  strong  ob- 
jections to  the  resolution,  and  to  the  hurrying  so 
important  a  bill  through,  embracing  a  variety  of 
details,  without  discussion.  If  the  bill  was  to  be 
taken  out  of  committee  at  two  o'clock,  the  two 
gentlemen  who  might  first  obtain  the  floor,  might 
consume  the  whole  time  allowed  for  debate  in 
expressing  their  own  views  on  it,  while  no  one 
would  be  permitted  to  reply  to  them.  Besides, 
it  was  not  so  ceriain  that  this  bill  would  be  taken 
up  when  the  House  resolved  itself  into  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  for  the  committee  would 
then  have  the  power  to  give  thejireferenceto  any 
other  bill.  He  considered  the  House  phdged  by 
the  vote  it  gave  the  other  day,  to  take  up  the 
tariff  bill  to-day;  and  he  shoulil  make  a  motion 
to  that  effect  us  soon  as  the  House  resolved  itself 
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into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole.  Having  been 
tinfortunateljr  absent  when  the  vote  was  taken 
this  morning  to  go  into  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  that  bill,  he  wished  to  have  an  oppor- 
-tunity  of  placing  himself  in  the  position  he  would 
have  stood  had  he  been  present. 

Mr.  WHITE  called  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia to  order,  on  the  ground  that  the  question 
being  one  of  priority  of  business,  was  not  debat- 
able. 

Mr.  PAYNE  contended  that  the  debate  was  in 
order,  and  expressed  the  hope  that  a  bill  making 
such  large  appropriations  would  not  be  passed 
through  with  so  limited  a  discussion  as  that  res- 
olution allowed. 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that  the  question  was 
not,  correctly  speaking,  one  of  a  priority  of 
business.  The  resolution  prescribed  the  time  of 
taking  the  bill  out.of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole; 
but  that  depended  upon  the  contingency  whether 
the  committee  should  decide  upon  taking  it  up. 
The  question  therefore  was  debatable. 

Mr.  PAYNE  made  some  remarks  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  resolution.  He  had  always  been  op- 
posed to  these  gags;  and  he  appealed  to  the  Dem- 
ocratic party  not  to  follow  the  example  of  the 
Whig  Congress  in  enforcing  them.  Themojority 
of  that  House  professed  the  principle  thut  the 
people  had  a  right  to  understantl  their  action  here, 
and  should,  therefore,  allow  full  liberty  of  debate, 
particularly  on  such  important  subjects  as  this, 
where  the  most  extravagant  anprnprialions  were 
made.  This  gog  system  had  commenced  with 
the  Whig  Congress,  and  nothing  had  injured 
them  so  much  with  the  people  hs  that,  and  the 
oppressions  they  practiced  under  it. 

Mr.  WHITE  did  not  c<mcur  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Chair  that  this  was  a  debatable  question;  but 
as  it  was  decided  to  be  so,  he  would  lake  the  oc- 
casion to  say  a  few  words  in  reply  to  tlie  gentle- 
man from  Alabamo,  [Mr.  Patne  ]  The  gentle- 
man had  alluded  to  the  history  of  these  gag-laws; 
but  he  was  mistaken  in  one  point.  He  admitted 
that  the  gentleman  had  always  been  opposed  to 
them;  but  he  would  tell  him  lliat  their  origin  was 
not  in  the  Twenty-Seventh  Congress;  the  gentle- 
man would  ha«e  to  go  further  back,  to  the  Dem- 
ocratic Tweuty-Sixih  Congress,  to  find  their 
commencement.  It  was  astonishing  to  him  that 
it  should  have  escaped  the  attention  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Alabama  thol  the  rule  lo  enable  the 
House  to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  at  ony 
time  was  estobli-shed  by  the  Twenty-Sixth  Con- 
Itress.  If  he  looked  back  to  that  time,  he  would 
Snd  that  the  mujority  of  that  Congress,  finding 
themselves  unable  to  bring  the  session  to  a  close 
by  the  dispatch  of  the  public  business,  were  thtf 
first  to  adopt  that  rule.  The  Whigs  of  ihe  next 
Congress  not  only  adopted  the  same  rule,  but  they 
improved  upon  it;  for  they  added  a  rule  to  enable 
the  majority  to  lake  a  bill  out  of  committee  when 
they  pleased.  They  did  more.  They  adopted  a 
rule  by  which  each  member  was  restricted  lo  one 
hour  in  debate.  This  very  rule,  which  the  Dem- 
ocratic party  had  abused  so  much  as  tyrannical 
and  oppressive,  had  been  adopted  bya  Democratic 
Congress.  He  was  one  of  those  who  held  that 
the  majority  of  the  House  were  responsible  for 
its  action;  and  that,  being  thus  held  responsible, 
they  should  have  the  means  of  carrying  their 
measures  through  in  a  rctmonable  lime.  It  was 
for  this  reason  that  be  odvncatcd  the  adoption  of 
these  rules  in  the  Twenty-Seventh  Congress. 

Wr.  UHETTdenird  ihe  correctness  of  the  his- 
torical statements  of  the  pcnijeman  from  Ken- 
tucky. He  denied  that  the  Democratic  party  had 
struck  down  the*libcrly  ofilchutc  on  this  floor. 

Mr.  WHITE  inquired  if  the  gentleman  from 
South  Cnrolina  denied  that  the  Democratic  party 
first  established  the  rule  by  which  a  mere  mujori- 
ty could  go  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
slop  debate  ? 

Mr.  RHETT  replied  that,  while  a  question  was 
before  the  House,  a  majority  could  sustain  the 
previous  question;  but,  in  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  privilege  of  debate  existed  in  its  full- 
est extent.  How,  then,  could  it  be  said  that  a 
niolioii  which  simply  cave  priority  of  business, 
was  a  striitingdown  of  debate.'  Had  the  gentle- 
man (orioltcii  l»>w  the  Democratic  iniijority  sat 
w>'i  k al'iir  weik'on the independi'iitTrcadury  bill .' 
ll;ul  he  fi)rgoticn  that  lliey  snt  unlil  elevvn  and 
Iwclvu  nVlock  at  night,  and  orcasionally  unlil 
tlireu  o'clock  in  the  luorniiig?    The  Democrats 


then  did  not  strike  down  debate.  They  passed  a 
rule  by  which  a  majority  could  resolve  the  House 
into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  where  debate 
existed, and  where  the  minority  had  the  oppor- 
tunity to  make  such  speeches  as  they  thought 
proper.  But  the  other  party  amended  that'rule, 
and  determined  that  a  majority  should  not  only 
give  priority  of  certain  business,  but  to  take  a 
bill  out  of  committee  at  a  fixed  and  specified  lime; 
and  there  it  was  that  the  privilege  of  debate  was 
stricken  down.  He  spoke  at  some  length  on  the 
threatened  dangers  of  such  an  exercise  of  power. 

Mr.  TIBBATTS  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  WHITE  requested  his  colleague  lo  yield- 
the  floor  to  him  for  a  few  minutes. 

Mr.  TIBBATTS  said  he  could  not  do  so.  He 
then  proceeded  to  remark  that  the  rules  under 
consideration  were  adopted  in  1843,  by  a  Whig 
Congress,  and  at  the  commencement  of  the  pres- 
ent Congress  they  were  slrickcn  out;  but,  since 
that  time,  the  mojorily  of  the  House  had  seen 
they  could  not  get  aIon°;  with  the  business  of  the 
House  without  readopling  those  rules.  The  ma- 
jority of  this  House  were  responsible  to  the  peo- 
ple of  this  country  for  the  waste  of  the  public 
time  on  this  floor,  and  the  people  would  hold 
them  responsible  for  it.  He  was  satisfied  the 
debate  which  had  arisen  on  this  proposition  to- 
day, and  on  another  proposition  of  a  preceding 
day,  would  shov/  the  importance  and  necessity 
of  these  rules.  They  had  too  much  debate  in 
this  House,  and  too  great  a  waste  of  time  in  con- 
sequence. Why,  hardly  any  proposition  could 
arise,  but  the  House  ran  into  a  party  debate, 
which  had  nothini;  to  do  wiih  the  business  before 
them.  Believing  that  the  people  would  hold  them 
responsible  for  such  a  waste  of  time,  he  now 
moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  V/HITE  said  he  hoped  it  would  be  voted 
down. 

Mr.  AD.\MS  desired  to  make  some  remarks.' 

Mr.  TIBBATI'S  said  he  should  be  glad  to  in- 
dulge the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts;  but 
there  were  other  bills  on  which  gentlemen  could 
make  their  speeches.. 

The  SPEAKER  put  the  question  on  second- 
ing the  demand  for  the  previous  question,  and 
fifty-eight  voted  in  the  aflirmative. 

Pending  the  counting  of  the  votes  in  the  nega- 
tive, 

Mr.  SCHENCK  called  for  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  CnAPMAH 
ond  WiNTHKOP  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  tellers  re- 
ported— ayes  62,  noes  74. 

So  the  previous  question  was  not  seconded. 

Mr.  ADAMS  then  proceeded  to  address  the 
House;  but  for  a  long  time  he  Was  wholly  inau- 
dible. He  had  always,  he  said,  voted  against  all 
restriction  upon  debate.  He  voted  against  the 
one  hour  rule,  though  he  confessed  it  was,  at 
times,  productive  of  favorable  results.  Laying  a 
question  upon  the  tabic  without  debate,  was 
another  restriction  upon  the  freedom  of  debate; 
and  artother  was  the  previous  question,  by  which 
a  member  could  virtually  offer  two  resolutions  nt 
once,  the  one  the  substantial  resolution  proposed 
to  be  adopted, and  the  otlrer  a  resolution  that  ihe 
vote  should  be  taken  v/iihout  debat;.  Whal, 
adopt  a  resolution  that  a  bill  which  had  not  yet 
been  before  the  committee  shall  be  taken  out  of 
committee  within  two  hours.'  Sir,  I  cry  you 
mercy.  He  could  ecc  no  necessity  for  fixing  a 
time  for  taking  it  oulof  committee.  Let  the  sub- 
ject be  debated. 

Mr.  WELLER  rose,  he  said,  for  the  purpose 
of  demanding  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  WHITE,  who  was  endeavoring  to  obtain 
the  floor,  contended  that  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
could  not  be  entitled  to  the  floor  for  any  other 
purpose  than  to  debate  the  question. 

Mr.  WELLER  repeated  that  he  rose  for  the 
purpose  of  demanding  the  previous  question;  but 
if  the  debate  was  to  be  continued,  he  would  go 
on  and  take  his  turn  now. 

Mr.  WHITE  inquired  whether  the  floor  had 
been  awarded  to  Ihe  gentleman  from  Ohio.' 

The  SPEAKER  responded  that  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  claimed  the  floor  on  the  ground  that 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  had  already  ad- 
dressi'd  the  House  on  iliis  sul'juct. 

Mr.  WHITE.  Does  the  grntleman  take  the 
floor  for  the  purpose  of  dubatiin;  the  question.' 

Mr.  WELLER.    I  du  not  like  to  be  inter- 


rupted. I  am  addressing  the  House;  you  may 
call  it  debating  the  question  or  not,  just  u  you 
please. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  had  read  the 
other  side  of  the  House  quite  a  lecture  upon  the 
subject  of  the  adoption  of^  the  rule  cutting  down 
the  privilege  of  debate.  He  meant  that  branch 
of  the  rule  which  gives  to  a  majority  the  pririleje 
of  going  into  Committee  of  the  Whole.  Mr.W. 
related  the  circumstances  under  which  thst  brtindi 
of  the  rule  was  adopted.  When  the  independent 
Treasury  bill  was  under  debate  in  that  Houie, 
during  the  Twenty-Sixth  Congress,  thon»h  the 
Democratic  party  had  a  majority  in  the  Houit, 
who  were  ezceeafngly  anxious  to  pass  the  bill, 
yet  they  could  not  go  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  upon  it,  because  a  vote  of  two  iliirdi  wu 
required.  When  thf  Twenty-Seventh  Congms 
convened,  having  a  Whig  majority,  among  the 
first  resolutions  passed  was  one  givin;  to  the  ma- 
jority the  right,  not  only  to  prescribe  the  prior- 
ity of  business,  but  to  terminate  a  debate  at  their 
pleasure.    Yes,  at  the  extra  session,  when  the 

f tarty  to  which  he  belon^d  happened  tu  be  in  a 
ank  and  lean  minority,  it  was  resolved  that,  by 
the  vote  of  a  bare  majority,  the  minority  ehoulil 
be  gagged — claiming  in  vain  the  privilege,  not  of 
defeating  measures,  or  of  delaying  action,  but  to 
be  permuted  to  speak. 

If  that  hour  rule  had  been  adopted,  the  voice 
of  the  minority  would  not  have  been  heard  tbst 
session  at  all.  He  thought  he  had  his  eye  on  a 
gentleman  who  spoke  two  or  three  days  m  a  de- 
bate, and  could  speak  six  if  there  was  no  limita- 
tion to  debate.  Now,  he  would  leave  it  to  the 
country,  if  the  gentlemen  on  the  Whig  side  of 
the  House  had  any  reason  to  complain .'  W'  ?*" 
to  the  majority  the  right  to  fix  the  priority  of  busi- 
ness. They  gave  to  the  majority  the  right  to  stop 
debate.  When  we  came  here  at  the  Twenty- 
Eighth  Congress,  we  adopted  the  same  pile.  I 
would  extend  to  political  opponents  the  samcnb- 
erty  that  they  gave  to  us.  We  had  to  endure 
three  sessions  under  their  gag  rules;  and  1  wsfllFd 
them,  at  this  Congress,  to  realize  the  benefits  of 
it  themselves.  He  was  opposed  to  the  resolution 
before  the  House,  and  should  vole  sgainat  it. 
Ordinarily,  he  would  not  stop  ilebate  so  longw 
it  could  be  confined  to  Ihe  subject  before  the 
House;  but  when  that  could  not  be  done,  Ihe  mi- 
nority have  no  right  to  continue  it.  The  majority 
was  responsible 'for  the  business  or  the  House, 
and  the  people  would  hold  them  to  that  respons- 
ibility. They  should,  therefore,  have  ibc  power 
In  control  the  busines-i  of  the  House;  but  Out 
power  should  be  used  with  discretion. 

Mr.  W.  concluded  by  moving  to  lay  the  reso- 
lution on  the  table. 

The  motion  was  carried  without  a  division. 

Mr.  ELMER  moved  to'suspend  the  rules  lo 
go  into  the  Committee  of  the  Wbolf  on  tbcsuie 
of  the  Union. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ELMER  moved  to  take  up  bill  No.SOJ, 
making  improvements  for  certain  harbors  and 
rivers. 

[This  bill  makes  appropriations  for  harbors 
and  rivers  in  the  eastern  portion  of  ihe  United 
States.  The  one  acted  on  the  other  day  was  for 
western  rivers  and  harbors.] 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  moved  to  take  up  the  tarif 
bill. 

The  question  was  first  put  on  Mr.  Elmei'i 
motion;  and  it  was  adopted— ayes  86,  noes  33. 

The  bill  was  then  read  through;  after  which  it 
was  taken  up  by  clauses, .and  ihe  committee 
having  proceeded  as  far  as  the  clause  making  ap- 
propriations for  Connecticut, 

Mr.  SIMONS  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
adding  an  appropriation  of  $15,000  to  complete 
the  improvement  at  ihe  mouth  of  the  harbor  it 
Bridgeport,  Connecticut,  and  addressed  the  com- 
mittee in  a  few  remarks  in  explanation  and  sup- 
port of  the  amendment, 

Mr.  HOLMES  observed  that  (be  remarks  of 
the  gentleman  gave  him  an  opportunity  of  doinj 
what  he  had  never  done  before — that  is,  of  de- 
fining his  position.  The  committee,  ss  tbe.gen- 
tieman  had  said,  were  unanimous,  with  one  ex- 
ception, in  regard  lo  that  amendment;  and  he 
would  agree  that,  if  Uie  bill  passed,  this  amend- 
ment ought  lo  be  adopted;  but  it  was  due  to  hin>- 
self  to  say  distinctly  that  he  dissented  in  loio 
from  every  item  in  the  bill.  He  believed  thatlhii 
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system,  if  carried  out,  (and  there  appeared  to  be 
a  Jlsposition  to  carry  it  out  J  would  require  an 
expenditure  of  money  that  the  country  little 
dreamed  of.  The  Treasury  might  be  improved 
by  all  the  means  and  facilities  within  the  power 
of  Congress;  the  tariff  might  be  increased;  the 
public  lands  might  be  put  up  at  public  auction, 
and  even  direct  taxation  mightbc  resorted  to,  and 
yet  it  would  not  carry  on  this  system  of  national 
improvements  to  the  extent  that  its  friends  carved 
out.  He  had  hoped  that  this  system  had  received 
its  quietus  years  ago;  but  it  seemed  like  the  giant 
of  old,  to  have  risen  with  fresh  vigor  from  its 
fall;  and  he  warned  gentlemcnrif  it  continued  to 
go  on  as  he  feared  it  would,  that  the  most  di.sa8- 
trous  consequences  would  ensue.  He  felt  himself 
bound  to  declare  that,  from  the  liberal  manner  in 
which  the  committee  had  acted  on  this  suhjcct, 
and  from  the  liberal  spirit  shown  by  the  South 
on  a  former  bill,  there  was  growing  up  disposi- 
tion to  make  this  union  of  Slates  a  vast  consol- 
idated empire, and  lake  from  the  people  the  means 
of  controlling  their  expenditures.  The  conse- 
quences must  be  that  the  public  treasury  must  be 
filled,  per  fas  aut  nefas,  ana  the  whole  country  w'ill 
be  bribed  with  the  money  unjustly  wrung  from 
them.  Look  at  this  bill,  said  Mr.  H.;  there  is 
not  a  portion  of  this  country  which  has  not  an 
inducement  held  out  to  vote  for  it.  With  respect 
to  the  appropriations  themselves,  he  would  ob- 
serve that  the  committee  had  examined  the  whole 
of  thenn  with  the  most  scrupulous  care,  with  a 
view  Id  their  usefulness  and  importanco.  If  it 
was  proper  for  the  Government  to  make  these 
improvements,  he  must  acknowledge  that  the  bill 
was  very  judiciously  and  impartially  framed. 
But  while 4his  Congress  was  retrenching  the  ex- 
penditures on  the  most  important  eslablishmcnta 
of  the  country — cutting  down  the  Army  and  cut- 
ting down  the  Navy — he  would  ask  the  friends 
of  economy  in  the  House  if  they  were  willing  to 
begin  this  new  system,  which  wouhl  require  mil- 
lions for  its  commencement  and  untold  millions 
for  its  prosecution,  tie  trusted  that  the  friends 
of  Slate  rights,  if  there  were  any  left,  would 
resist  this  measure  in  the  beginning;  and  he 
trusted  that  the  Democracy  would  define  their 
positions  as  he  did,  and  tell  them  whether  such 
measures  should  pass. 

Mr.  PAYNE  asked  for  the  reading  of  the 
»mendment. 

The  Clerk  read  it. 

Mr.  PAYNE  then  observed  that  upon  that 
prpposition  he  rose  to  address  the  committee. 
He  trusted,  however,  that  he  should  be  permitted 
to  deviate  a  little  from  the  main  questi^jn  with 
the  view  of  continuing  his  answer  to  the  remarks 
of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Davis,] 
which  lie  commenced  a  few  days  a°;o  on  a  bill 
very  similar  to  the  one  before  the  House.  Il 
would  be  recollected  by  the  House  that  he  was 
cut  off  by  the  hour  rule  just  in  the  middle  of  his 
remarks,  and  that  he  had  had  no  opportunity 
since  of  continuing  them.  When  interrupted, 
he  was  saying  that  the  Whig  party  of  1844  were 
as  destitute  of  a  common  principle  to  bind  them 
together,  as  the  Whig  party  of  1840.  As  it  was 
not  hispurpose  toconsuiQe  the  time  of  the  House 
unnecessarily,  he  would  proceed  at  once  to  the 

firoof  of  his  assertion.  In  order  to  do  that,  he 
■egged  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  commit- 
tee to  what  has  been  published  in  the  State  which 
he  had  the  honor,  in  part,  to  represent. 

He  would  read  from  the  Eulaw  Whig — a  re- 
(pcctable  Whig  paper,  published  in  his  own  dis- 
trict, and  BO  devoted  to  Mr.  Clay  that' it  was  not 
likely  to  misrepresent  him.  He  then  read  sev- 
eral articles  of  Whig  faith,  as  they  were  pro- 
fessed in  Alabama;  he  afterwards  read  a  profes- 
sion of  Whig  faith  in  Maryland,  and  again  in 
Pcnnsylvaniii,  to  show  that  the  Whig  faith  and 
Whig  doctrines  were  not  alike  in  any  two  Stales 
of  this  Union.  It  was  evident  there  was  no  com- 
mon principle  on  which  the  Whig  party  stood, 
but  each  one  fought  on  his  own  hook — proving 
conclusively  that  that  party  was  as  destitute  of 
principles  on  which  to  stand  or  fall  in  the  contest 
of  1844  as  they  were  in  1840.  Why,  he  remem- 
bered very  well,  that  if  he  asked,  in  1840,  what 
the  Whig  principles  were?  he  was  answered  in 
a  couplet  of  doggerel,  (for  which  the  Whig  parly 
seemed  to  have  a  great  affection:) 

"  \Vf  go  for  Tippecanoe,  and  Tyler  too, 
WiUioul  a  wliy  or  wlicrelorc." 


He  held  in  his  hand  a  copy  of  a  book  of  songs, 
called  the  National  Whig  Minstrel;  which  had 
been  sent  over  this  country  under  franks  from 
Washington,  from  which  he  requested  the  Clerk 
to  read  a  specimen  of  its  versification. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGEUSOLL  suggested  that  they 
hod  better  have  it  sung. 

Mr.  PAYNE  acquiesced  in  the  suggestion,  and 
hoped  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  would 
lead  off.     [Laughter.] 

The  Clerk  then  read  a  song — "  For  Henry  Clay 
hurrah,  hurrah,  hurrah  1" 

Mr.  PAYNE  resumed.  The  doggerel  which 
had  been  read  would  show  that  the  canvass  has 
been  opened;  and  it  was  apparent  it  was  to  be  a 
second  edition  of  the  contest  of  1840.  And  what 
were  to  be  the  principles  of  the  contest  of  1844? 
Why,  "  hurrah,  hurrah,  hurrah  !"  [Laughter.] 
He  was  grieved  to  see  the  degrading  means  re- 
sorted to  to  influence  the  American  people;  it 
was  exceedingly  unpleasant  to  him,  and  deeply 
wounded  his  national  pride.  Contrasted  with  the 
spirit  which  animaied  our  forefathers  who 
achieved  our  national  independence,  it  was  a  di- 
rect insult  to  the  intelligence  of  the  people,  and 
to  those  illustrious  men  who  established  a  free 
Government,  in  reliance  on  the  cappbiliiy  of  the 
people  to  govern  themselves.  If  the  venerated 
form  on  the  right  of  the  Speaker's  chair  (the  por- 
trait of  Washington)  could  look  down  and  see 
a  party  appealing  for  the  attainment  of  power, 
not  to  theenlighlenedjud^mentof  the  people,  but 
to  their  passions  and  pnjudicea — a  pnrly- wliose 
principles  were  "  hurrnli ,  hurrah ,  hurrah  — what 
would  be  his  feelings?  If,  again,  the  distinguished 
foreigner  on  the  left  of  ihe  chair,  (La  Fuyette,) 
who  abandoned  wealth,  friends,  connections,  and 
home  itself;  threw  himself  into  the  midst  of  the 
buttle,  for  a  people  to  whom  he  was  a  siranger, 
that  they  might  be  frd — if  lie  could  look  from 
the  canvas  and  be  cnniu-i.ms  of  passing  events, 
what  would  he  think  ami  feel  on  witnessing  the 
degrading  appeals  whirh  v.-ere  made  to  the  Amer- 
ican people?  Or,  if  the  fiLfiire  above  the  Speaker's 
chair,  representing  the  Grnius  of  Liberty,  could 
know  the  extremities  t:)  which  a  party  was  dis- 
posed to  go  in  degradation  under  our  free  institu- 
tions, how  deeply  would  she  blush  for  the  dis- 
graceful slain  on  the  ciiuse  of  liberty,  which,  in 
its  effects,  must  be  tremendous  and  fearful.  He 
was  satisfied,  however,  that  the  day  was  at  hand 
when  the  people  would  arise  and  prove  that  they 
were  fit  for  freedom,  and  that  they  would  show 
that  their  principles  were  based  in  intelligence, 
and  that  they  were  not  so  besotted  as  to  admit 
them  to  consist  in  '*  hurrah,  hurrah,  hurrah  !" 

He  had  now  done  with  his  defense  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic parly,  and  with  his  remarks  for  the  Whig 
party,  and  he  should  now  be  more  specific;  ho 
designed  to  cliargc  on  the  leader  of  the  Whig 
party — Mr.  Clay  himself — with  having  increased 
the  national  debt,  in  less  than  two  years,  upwards 
of  $19,000,000;  and  that,  too,  under  the  most  ex- 
press and  explicit  declsration  throughout  this 
Union,  of  economy  and  retrenchment.  He  had 
shown  a  few  days  ago  that  the  public  debt  on  the 
4lh  of  March,  1841,  when  Mr.  Van  Buren's  ad- 
ministration terminated, amounted  to  the  sum  of 
$8,379,059  81.  He  spoke  not  alone  of  the  debt 
contracted  during  Mr.  Van  Buren's  term,  but  of 
the  whole  debt  of  the  nation — of  that  left  unpaid 
by  General  Jackson,  and  the  debts  dating  back 
to  the  period  of  the  Revolution. 

Such,  then,  was  the  entire  debt  on  the  4th  of 
March,  1841;  but  what  was  it  in  nine  short  suc- 
ceeding months?  Why,  they  found  it  swelled  to 
$14,7:28,085  70;  and  in  less  than  two  years  from 
the  commencementof  Whig  rule,  it  was  swollen 
to  $27,387,221  Gl.  Deduct,  then,  from  this 
amount  the  public  debt  as  the  Whigs  found  it, 
and  there  was  the  sum  of  819,010,161  80  added  in 
two  years  by  an  Administration  which  came  into 
power  under  the  most  solemn  pledges  to  a  course 
of  economy  and  retrenchment. 

He  also  charged  on  Mr.  Clay  the  doing  of  that 
which  he  charged  as  a  serious  offense  ogainst  the 
Democratic  party.  Who  did  not  recollect  the 
oft-repeated  charge  that  the  Peniociats  had  pUiced 
iheTreasury  of  the  Union  in  the  breeches  pocket 
of  the  Executive?  Much  political  capital  was 
sought  to  he  made  by  the  Whigs  in  that  accusa- 
tion; and  yet,  how  soon,  afier  the  acquisition  of 
power,  ditl  they  turn  round,  repudiate  all  their  j 
previous  professions,  and  by  repealing  the  inde-  i 


pend^ent  Treasury  In  w,  do  that  which  they  charged 
ns  a  crime  on  the  Democrat.? — ^place  the  treasure 
of  the  nation  in  the  keeping  of  the  President  of 
the  United  Slates?  It  was  not  his  intention  to 
censure  Mr.  Tyler;  but  he  must  express  his  as- 
tonishment that  he  should  be  thus  put  in  posses- 
sion of  iheTreasury  of  this  Union  by  a  party  that 
hud  denounced  him  as  dishonest,  and  as  a  traitor. 

He  charged  furiher,  that  this  nation  was  dis- 
graced by  Mr.  Clay,  by  the  passoge  of  the  bank- 
rupt law — for,  though  not  its  author,  Mr..  Clay 
was  the  principal  instrument  in  occasioning  its 
passage — the  passage  of  an  act  whose  provisions 
were  so  signally  condemned  by  the  people,  that 
its  very  authors  were  compelled  to  repeal  it  wilh 
as  much  precipitancy  as  it  was  enacted.  And 
what  next  did  the  Whig  Congress  do  ?  and  what 
therefore  was  Mr.  Clay's  responsibility?  The 
dislriiiution  law  was  passed;  and  a  most  absurd 
law  that  was,  which  gave  away  o  source  of  rev- 
enue while  the  nation  was  In  deht — a  debt  which 
had  fearfully  increased,  as  he  had  shown,  at  the 
rate  of  near  one  million  dollars  per  inonlh. 

He  here  reviewed  the  means  by  which  this  na- 
tion acquired  this  domain,  and  the  Territories  of 
Louisiaimand  Florida,  and  the  purposes  for  which 
it  was  ceded,  and  then  proceeded.  And  yet  this 
resolution,  passed  at  the  instance  of  Mr.  Clay, 
was  forgiving  to  the  Slates  indiscriminately  all 
the  public  lands,  both  those  acquired  by  the  na- 
tional Trea.'sury  and  those  acquired  by  the  Slates. 
What  claim  had  Congress  U[>on  those  lands  not 
ceded  by  the  Stales  to  the  General  Government? 
It  was  neiihcr  more  nor  less  than  a  proposition 
to  distribute  not  only  the  public  lands  but  the 
public  treasure.  It  did  not  provide  for  the  dis- 
iribuiion  of  the  net  revenue  arising  from  the  sales 
of  the  public  lands;  but  the  expenses  necessarily 
incurred  in  making  these  sales  ore  included. 
Hence  it  was  under  the  guise  of  a  simple  pro[  o- 
sition  to  distribute  the  public  lands — a  proposi- 
tion, in  substance  and  in  fact,  to  distribute  the 
public  revenue.  This  he  charged  upon  Mr.  Clay, 
the  Whig  candidate  for  the  Presidency.  He 
also  charged  Mr.  Clay  wilh  being  the  cause  of 
the  passage  of  the  tariff  of  1842,  the  most  oppres- 
sive, unjust,  and  iniquitous  tariff  bill  that  ever 
was  passed  by  an  American  Congress — a  tariff 
which  was  exiiemely  oppressive  upon  the  poorer 
classes,  while  it  favored  the  wealthy. 

Mr.  P.  read  from  the  scale  of  duties,  showing 
the  disparity  between  the  duties  upon  articles  of 
common  necessity  and  articles  of  luxury.  Such 
was  the  tariff  bill  advocated  by  Mr.  Clay  while 
he  was  declaring  himself  in  favor  of  the  compro- 
mise act  of  1832.  He  held  that  Mr.  Clay  had 
not  acted  fairly  on  the  subject.  He  would  apply 
no  abusive  epithet  to  any  one,  ond  he  used  there- 
fore the  mildest  possible  term. 
*  Mr.  P.  proceeded  to  adduce  various  instances 
of  inconsistency  on  the  pail  of  Mr.  Clay. 

Mr.  SUMMERS  moved  that  the  committee 
rise. 

Upon  this  motion  the  votes  were  taken  by 
tellers,  and  th^re  were — ayes  52,  noes  66. 

So  the  committee  refused  to  rise. 

Afier  a  few  remarks  from  Messrs.  WHITE 
and  McClelland,  the  amendment  was  adopt- 
ed. 

Mr.  ROGERS  offered  to  amend  the  bill  by  add- 
ing an  appropriation  of  $5,000  for  White  •Hall 
harbor,  on  Lake  Champlain. 

The  question  being  put  on  this  motion,  there 
were — ayes  44,  noes  43. 

No  quorum  voting, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HAMMETT,  the  commit- 
tee rose,  and  reported  progress. 
"The  House  adjourned. 

The  rnllowing  petitions  presented  to-day  were  banded  to 
the  reporters  hy  the  tnetnbera  presenting  them :  . 

ny  Mr.  WETIIEItF.D:  The  petition  of  James  MalirnI, 
James  Stnitiltronl,  nnd  one  Itnnilred  otlirr,i,  farniers,  me- 
clmnics,  ntid  inanuracturrrs,  in  Ihe  vicinity  of  Fninkhii- 
villc,  Italtiiuorc  comity,  Murylund,  pr.iyinff  Congress  to  let 
well  iMiough  nlone,  and  not  intcTlcru  wall  tiic  pre^ieiit  lurilT, 
whicli  is  vvorkini;  like  n  ehiinii. 

Uy  Mr.  RAMSEV:  The  peuiion  of  John  D.  Seidcl,  Ja- 
coh  VV.  Grove,  and  eighty  five  others,  ciiizens  of  Lebanon 
county,  INMini'ylv:iiiia;  also,  Uic  petition  of  Jxmes  Johnson, 
VVilliniii  W'tilfi'ti^fr,  and  forty  others,  citizens  of  Schuyl- 
kill cnnnly,  l*elnisy!vuni.'i;  ulso,  llie  [>clition  of  I'etcr  Mil- 
ler, \V.  J.  Iiohinson,  niid  ei;;Itty  thri:*!  others,  citizens  of 
D.iuphin  county.  renn!*ylvanm,  all  protesting  against  any 
intcrlVri'lice  of  Iht!  tarilj'  of  IBl'-i. 

Uy  .Mr.  KKI.I'K:  Tliu  petition  of  Richard  Drotvn,  sr., 
and  David    White,  of  Missouri,  oskin;;  the  privilege  of 
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changing  certain  entrie*  on  nnbllc  latiilx,  made  by  them 
Ihmugh  error;  which  was  rererred  to  tlie  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

Uy  Mr.  rETTIT:  Tlie  petition  of  R.  A.  Chnndler  and 
nine  ntlicri,  citizens  of  Warren  county,  Indiana,  praying 
the  improvement  or  the  Wabiuh  river;  which  was  referred 
to  tlie  t7ommiitee  on  Public  i*ands. 

By  Mr.  KENNEDY,  of  Indiana:  The  petition  of  a  lar»e 
number  of  citizens  of  the  e«iuniy  of  Carroll,  State  of  Indi- 
ana, praying  Congress  to  inquire  into  the  alleged  ubusew  of 
power  by  the  '•.Mgcrines"urithodeli'l.ind,and  to  guaranty 
to  tlie  people  of  tliiit  State  the  principlei'  of  gnvirninent 
established  in  this  country  by  the  ri'VnIiitioiiary  ftruggle. 

By  Mr.  DEAN  :  The  p>:tilion  of  II.  K.  Hmitll  and  silly 
mhers,  citizens  of  Wayne  county,  iiidinn.i,  prnying  Con- 
gress to  extend  the  provisions  of  the  ordiiiuiice  of  1 4^7, 
regulating  the  nurlhwest  territory,  over  the  territory  of 
Oregon;  which  was  referred  to  the  Cuiuniittec  on  Territo- 
ries. 

Dy  Mr.  DODGE,  of  Wisconsin ;  The  memorial  of  a  port 
of  lite  Oneida  nation  of  Indians,  residing  in  Brown  county, 
territory  of  Wisconsin,  astting  Congress  to  purchase  their 
lands,  lien'tufnre  secured  to  tlieni  iiy  treaty  stipulations  with 
the  United  Sutes  ;  which  wiu  referred  to  the  Coiuuiitteo 
on  Pulilic  Lnnds. 

By  Mr.  S'i'BWART,/>f  Pennsylvania:  A  number  of  me- 
morials nuincrou'^ly  signeil  by  citizens  of  Pennsylvania, 
remoni^trating  asaintft  any  change  in  the  taritT  of  1643,  and 
protesting  asainsl  the  bill  reported  by  tlie  Coiilliiittce  of 
Ways  and  Means,  as  alike  destructive  to  all  the  great  inter- 
«u  of  the  country— agricultural,  ineclmnical,  and  luanu- 
Actaring. 

By  Mr.  THOMPSON:  The  petition  of  W.  C.  Sutton  and 
•ixty  two  others,  pniving  an  iippniprialion  lo  remove  the  bar 
in  the  channel  in  Pafs  Chri^^tian ;  which  was  referred  to 
the  (Committee  of  Uie  W^liole  on  tlie  state  of  the  Union. 

Uy  Mr.  IIITTEU  :  I'wo  uieniorinl*.  from  eilizfns  of  Berks 
county,  Penncylv.nnia,  praying  timt  n'>  change  whatever  be 
made  in  the  tariff  of  lfci4-2,  until  experience  hIiiiII  have  de- 
nionstral4Hl  that  such  clianee  will  Ih*  for  tlie  belter. 

By  Mr.  ltOi:K  WEl.l. :  'I'lie  petition  of  twenty  citizens 
of  tinutti  Williainstnwii,  Mn...FacIiu>'ett..<,  for  reduction  of 
the  rates  of  postage,  iind  alioliiinii  of  the  franking  privilege. 

Also,  the  reninnflmnce  of  one  hniidrcd  and  thiny-ninc  ; 
citixens  of  Lee,  Ma«<icliuseiis,  against  the  jiossage  of  an 
international  copv  riyht  law. 

By  Mr.  BUOWN,  of  I'ennsylvania :  Two  memorials  of 
similar  Import,  signed  by  ciiixens  of  Lancaster  county, 
Pennsylvnnin,  witlinul  di-tiiietion  of  pohtieni  p.irties, pray- 
ing Congress  to  inukit  no  iilteration  in  tlie  existing  urilf. 

By  Mr.  JENKS ;  Two  memorials  signed  by  one  iiiindred 
nnd  ten  citizens  of  Lehigh.  I'eiiiit<ylvania,  pmying  that  no 
•Iteration  be  made  in  Ihe  present  prnlcctivc  tarilT 

Also,  liie  petition  of  Philip  Sehi,  for  an  increase  of  Ills 
pension. 

By  Mr.  NGd  :  The  petition  of  William  Pummel  and  nii- 
ineroii.4  other  citizens  of  Lancaster  eouuty,  Pennsylvania, 
praying  Omgress  nni  n.  intrrlere  Willi  the  tnrilTlaw  of  1643, 
und'  to  abstiim  from  all  legi.wlnlinn  on  the  subject. 

By  Mr.  TIBBAT'J'3 :  The  peliliini  of  llle  heirs  of  Philip 
It.  Rice,  deceased,  late  of  the  county  of  Bracken,  Ken- 
tucky, pmying  coinpensaiion  for  a  vessel  lost  in  tlic  service 
.  of  the  United  States  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution  ;  which 
was  referred  lo  tlie  Coinmittee  on  ICevoUitinnnrv  Claims. 

By  Mr.  BOWI.IN  :  The  petition  of  R.  J.  McElhi y  and 

eeventy  two  others,  citizens  of  fareen  county,  Missouri, 
praying  apprnpriniions  for  the  improvement  of  the  we.<tern  , 
waters;  which  was  referred  to  IheCommitteuof  the  Whole  | 
Otl  tlie  state  of  ilir  Union. 

By  Mr.  DUNLAP:  Tlie  petition  of  piiizetis  and  ship.  ' 
owners  of  Portland  and  Elizabeth.  IMaine,  pmying  an  ap- 
propriation for  buoys  on  Trundy'e:  R*'ef  and  Broad  Cove 
Bock  ;  which  wa«  referred  to  the  Coinnlitlce  on  (*oinmeree. 

By  Mr.  WENTIVORTII :  The  petition  of  Lansing  B. 
Nichols  nnd  one  hundred  others,  citizens  of  Litllefort,  Lake 
county,  Illinois,  praying  for  the  improvement  of  the  west- 
ern waters ;  which  was  referr<-d  lo  the  Committee  on  Com. 
iiierce. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Wyatt  Carr  and  seventy  five  others, 
citizens  of  Aurora,  Kane  cminty,  Illinois,  praying  for  the 
•ante ;  whicli  was  referred  to  the  (^oininlttec  on  Commerce. 


m  SENATE. 
WcDNESOAT,  ^pril  10,  1844. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  lein/iore  laid  bcfoi^  the 
Senate  messages  Irom  the  Presitluiit  of  the  .United 
State*,  transoiittiii;;  reports  finm  the Secritary  of 
the  Treasury  anil  i'osimasier  General,  in  romnli- 
nnce  with  n  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  23d 
February,  f843,  acconi|ianied  Ity  cninlogiics  uf 
the  books,  newspapers,  maps,  &.C.,  jn  (hose  De- 
partments. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ALLEN  they  were  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Inble. 

PETITIONS,  ETC. 
^  Mr.  EVANS  presented  a  memorial  from  Sam- 
uel Wheeler  nnd  others,  meruhnnts  nnd  ship- 
owners of  Easlporl,  Maine,  praying  ilmt  foreign 
merchandise  imported  into  ihc  pniia  nf  Castport 
and  Lubee  may  be  entitled  to  drawback  when 
exported;  which  was  referieU  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce. 

Also,  n  memorial  from  citizens  of  Austiiibure:, 
Ashtubiila  county.  Ohio,  setting  forth  the  ad  van; 
tagcs  of  the  present  iRrifT,  and  rrmonatrating 
against  ariy  change  in  its  provisions;  which  was 
nferred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  BATES  presented  two  memorials  from 
Oliver  Peck  and  others,  citi;:vns  uf  Lenox,  Berk- 


shire county,  Massachusetts,  setting  forth  the 
advantages  of  the  tarifi"  act  of  1843,  and  remon- 
strating against  the  passage  of  the  bill  reported 
by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  in  the 
House  of  Representatives;  which  were  referred 
to  Ihe  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  A  RC  H  ER  presented  a  petition  numerously 
signed  by  citizens  of  Richmond,  Virginia,  pray- 
ing that  the  principles  of  (he  present  larifT  may 
nut  be  changed  by  any  nort  of  legislation.  Mr. 
A.  remarked  that  the  impression  obtains  very 
generally  that  this  was  not  the  sentiment  of  any 
portion  of  the  country  south  of  ihe  Potomac,  and 
as  Ihe  petition  was  short,  he  Itnpod  it  would  be 
read,  printed,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance;  which  was  accordingly  done. 

Mr.  BARROW  presented  a  petition  from  Ann 
Lee,  the  widow  of  C.  S.  Lee,  praying  permission 
to  complete  the  entry  of  back  preiimption  claim 
to  certain  lands  in  township  ten,  range  twelve, 
Louisiana,  under  the  act  of  15th  June,  1833; 
which  waa  rererred  'to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  MILLER  presented  a  memorial  from  Col- 
onel Stewart  and  others,  citizens  of  Warren  coun- 
ty. New  Jersey,  praying  that  no  change  may  be 
made  in  the  larilflnw  of  1843;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  nn  Finance. 

Mr.  MERRICK  presented  a  petilionCrom  Han- 
nah Taylor  and  Rachael  Taylor,  heirs  aiid  daugh- 
ters of  the  Ute  Dr.  Christopher  Taylor,  a.  sur- 
geon's mate  in  the  army  nf  the  llevoluiiort, 
praying  commutation  piiy;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Alan,  a  memorial  from  A.  Williams  and  one 
hundred  and  eighteen  others,  legal  voters  of  West 
Monroe,  Oswego  county.  New  York,  asking  that 
the  postage  may  be  reduced  to  the  uniform  rate 
of  three  cents;  that  there  may  be  a  proportionate 
reduction  on  pamphletsand  newspapers;  and  that 
the  franking  privile;;e  may  be  entirely  abolished; 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  PEARCE  presented  a  memorial  from  E. 
T.  Mitchell  and  seventy  others,  citizens  of  the 
United  Slates,  remonstratini;  against  the  passage 
of  any  international  copyright  law;  which  was 
referred  to  ilie  Cummiitee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.^  WOODBRIDGE  presented  a  petition  from 
D.  F.  Hill,  praying  that, the  farming  and  mineral 
lands  belonging  to  the  United  States  may  be  des- 
ignated, so  that  the  farming  lands  maybe  sold 
without  ificcting  the  interest  of  persons  engaged 
ill  mining  operations. 

Mr.  W/  remarked  that  the  subject  of  the  peti- 
tion was  one  of  deep  interest  to  the  United  States, 
and  incurs  much  consideration;  which  be  hoped 
the  committee  would  give  it. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  W.,  it  was 

Or'^ercd,  That  all  the  pciiiions  on  the  files  on  this  sub- 
jeei  be  taken  therefrom,  nnd,  with  this,  be  referred  to  the 
Coniroittco  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  presented  a  memorial  from  H. 
G.  Weaver  nnd  others,  citizens  of  Springfield, 
Summit  county,  Ohio,  remonstrating  against  the 
annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United  States;  which 
wos  ordered  to  lie  on  the  tabic,  to  be  taken  there- 
from and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations  incase  thesubjcctshall  be  presented  to 
the  consideniiinn  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  presented  a  memorial 
from  Levi  Nill  and  a  Uirgc  number  of  rcspeciable 
citizens  of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania, 
setting  forth  ns  thcadvanlagcs  nf  the  lartlTact  of 
1842,  that  it  had  revived  the  business,  and  had 
given  cinployipent  to  the  labor  and  industry  of 
Ihe  country;  and  pmying  that  no  change  may  be 
made  in  its  provisions  until  experience  had  de- 
monstrated, from  ascertained  facts,  that  such 
change  would  be  for  the  better.  . 

Mr.  C.  said  he  took  |Hirticnlar  satisfaction  in 
presenting  the  memorial  to  the  Senate,  concurring, 
as  he  ditl,  in  sentiment  with  the  memorialists, 
as  to  the  beneficial  rlTects  that  law  bad  had  on 
the  business  nnd  industry  of  the  country;  that  it 
had  signally  fulfilled  the  brightest  and  most  san- 
guine anticipations  of  its  frieinls,  and  disap- 
pointed the  predictions  nf  its  opponents,  as  to  the 
evils  which  it  would  inflict  upon  the  people;  that 
it  ha*d  restored  and  replenished  an  exhaustetl  and 
ruined  Treasury;  hati  revived  the  commerce  and 
business  of  the  country;  had  given  cncournge- 
mcnt  to  home  industry,  and  brought  about  pros- 
perity everywhere.  Under  these  circumstances, 
and  believing  that  the  law  had  not  been  in  oper- 


ation long  enough  to  enable  them  to  decide  fiirly 
upon  it3eflect8,and  to  discover  its  impeifeciioni, 
it  seemed  to  hiro*  utterly  impolitic  to  nuke  a 
change  in  its  provisions.  He  was  for  letting  it 
remain  in  existence  long  enough  to  furnish  them 
with  one  lesson  nf  experience  upon  the  subject, 
by  which  they  might  profit  in  future  legislation. 
He  did  not  intend,  at  that  time,  to  make  uy 
I  speech  upon  the  subject;  but  to  express  his  con- 
I  cunence  in  the  general  sentiments  expreasetl  by 
the  memorialists,  and  to  add  his  own  cunviciiona 
I  Ilmt,  from  a  knowledge  of  the  sentiments  of  Sen- 
ators, Ihe  memorialists,  and  the  country  at  large, 
might  rest  assured  that,  at  the  present  acstionof 
Congress,  no  repeal,  alteration,  or  modiicalioo 
would  be  made  in  the  present  tariS'law. 

The  memorial  was  referred  to  the  Committet 
on  Finano;,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  nine  memoriali 
from  different  portions  of  Pennsylvania,  askinj; 
Congress  not  to  interfere  with  the  existing  tariff 
until  experience  demonstrates,  from  oaceruineil 
ftiets,  that  a  change  in  its  provisions  was  neces- 
sary; which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

REP1RTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

•  Mr.  EVANS,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  which  liad  lieen  referred  several  memoriali 
pmying  the  redemption  of  certain  Treasury  notei 
which  were  put  into  circulation  after  being  can- 
celed, yet  bearing  no  mark  of  cancellation,  re- 
ported a  bill  lo  provide  for  the  payment  of  the 
evidences  of  public  debt  in  certain  cases;  whicli 
was  rend,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  from  the  CommiUeeon 
Military  Afluirs,  reported  back,  wijh  scTcnl 
amendments,  the  joint  resolution  from *tbe  House 
respecting  the  application  of  certain  appropria- 
tions heretofore  made.  " 

Mr.  BAGBY,  from  the  Committee  on  Terrila- 
ries,  reported  back,  without  amendment,  the  bill 
from  the  House  supplemental  lo  the  act  entilM 
"  An  act  for  laying  oflf  the  towns  of  Port  Madi- 
son and  Burlington,  in  thecounty  of  Des  Moines, 
and  the  towns  of  Bellevue,  Dubuque,  and  Peru, 
in  the  county  of  Dubuque,  Territory  of  Wiscon- 
sin, and  for  other  purposes, "  approved  the  2d  dijr 
of  July,  1836,  and  the  amentlatory  act  thcrtts, 
approved  March  3,  1837. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD, from  the  Commiilee on N«- 
val  Affairs,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition 
of  James  W.  Breedlove,  of  New  Orleans,  par- 
ing compensation  for  the  use  of  hissteam  scnoos- 
er  Merchant,  employed  in  I84I  to  cruise  in  pv- 
suit  of  pirates;  which  wiu  ordered  to  lie  on  tkt 
table  afld  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BAYARD,  the  Commiil« 
on  Naval  A  (fairs  was  discliarged  from  the  funiet 
consideration  of  the  petition  of  Eliza  McCkiud. 
the  widow  of  Dr.  Caleb  McCloud,j>nyiDgfect 
pension  under  the  act  of  1837. 

BILL  I.NTRODUCED. 
Mr.  PEARCE,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  for 
the   relief  of  John   Me.Colgan;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Cooh 
merce. 

REPORT  ON'^OPPER  ORB. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PORTER,  the  report  from 
the  War  Department,  on  the  subject  of  cappef 
ore,  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

RESOLUTIO.VS. 
On  motion  of  Mr*.  WRIGHT,  it  was 
Kemhed,  .That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  i»- 
quested  lo  ctnise  lo  be  eominunicaied  to  ibe  Seaaic  *fl 
such  informalion  as  maybe  in  hi.*  pnM-es.<iiin,or  is  Ike 
IHMSesvioii  of  luiy  one  of  the  Executive  Uepanmesls,  crta- 
live  to  any  pr«N.e«'dlllss  under  Hie  act  entitled  '*  Aa  act  W 
the  relief  of  ihe  t^ioekbridge  tribe  of  Indians  in  UieTcm 
lory  of  Wiscoman,"  approved  Match  8,  1843;  and  •*<- 
cially— 

Firtt.  All  the  proceedings  touching  any  electioa  mc* 

has  been  held  in  pursuance  of  ihe  thini  seetiiHi  of  Ibe  »»s 

I  act,  if  any  such  election  has  b«-en  hrld,  with  sll  UK  &«* 

which  have  lieen'eonimilnteatetl  to  the  Prrsideal,  or  Iks 

apprnpriale  officers  or  Department  of  the  Goveiameat,  it- 

■   luting  to  Uie  same.  ^ 

I      Second,  Ml  the  proceedings  which  may  bare  been  w4 

:  in  relation  to  the  p.-irliiion  of  the  lands  of  ibe  said  '■"'•••^ 

among  the  individual  inemlM-rs  of  ihetrilie.puryuaut  i"** 

'  provisions  of  the  said  act,  together  witli  copie*  I'f  all  i** 

!  structioits  and  corre..;pondence  on  file,  betwrea  whsttwr 

partii'S,  relating  lo  any  such  ehiclions.  or  to  -it  (artitna 

I  of  said  lands,  or  to  any  objections  a-ainst  the  partiooss 

uiade,  as  contemplated  In  the  fillh  section  of  the  ^a^d  *i- 

l'»ird.  Whether  anv,  nnd  what,  nnnuilies  sre  s"*™ 

I  and  payable  from  the  United  SUies  to  the  said  8tocUn4* 
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Indmns:  and  wlietlicr  nny,  mid  what,  pnymRiit-]  i>r  nnnii 
itici*  Itnvc  ticcii  innrlc  lo  ilio  said  triln*  i»micc  i[ip  pa!»*ia?'>  nf  ' 
tlit^  ■'Uiil  act;  ity  and  lltroii^li  wliai  nsHiii  or  cither  piT^oii  I 
paid:  lo  wliiiin,  and  uiidt-r  what  authority  from  ^nid  Uihc  , 
ot'  Indiana,  or  nay  meiiilicrs  tlirrenf.  : 

Fonrtli.  Whether  any  patiMit^  tor  the  Indian  laiidi  have  ! 
been  is^tlctl  in  iiurstlaiicc  ol'  saitl  act.  | 

Mr.  WRIGHT  submitted  the  following  reso-  | 

luiion:  I 

/if'o/reJ,  Tliat  the -Committee  on  ttie  indiciary  lie  in- 
iilructed  in  iiit^nire  into  the  eiin^litittionnhly  and  c.T|iedieiicy 
oriiasniiig  a  law  to  aulliorize  tlin  Pre^idi'nl  of  tlie  United 
6I3IP9,  when  persons  are,  or  liereatter  shall  be,  neiitcncetl  | 
to  eapital  punishment  for  crimes  coiinnilted  asiinsl  the 
l.iw-i  iif  tin;  United  States,  in  hi^  discretion  to  ciniiinute  [ 
such  ptinishnient  t'ur  laipridoninent  fur  lil'e,  or  lor  a  i-peci-  i 
fled  term  of  years. 

Ml'.  W.  said  he  lind  siibtnitted  the  resolution 
in  compliance  with  the  request  of  some  respcctn-  i 
ble  citizens  of  the  Unitcd^latcs,  without  linviii; 
himself  formed  any  opinion  upon   the  subject. 
He  was  in  favor  of  sending  the  inquiry  to  the  ; 
able  Committee  on  the  Judiciary — being  satisfied 
that  they  would  do  justice  to  the  subject — with-  I 
out  desiring  to  be  understood  as  expressing  any  ' 
opinion  in  favor  of  such  a  law.     He  hoped  the  j 
resolution  would  be  acted  on  then.  ! 

The  question  was  put,  and  the  resolution  was  ; 
adopted.  I 

Mr.  PORTER  submitted  the  following  rcsolu-  i 
tion;  which  was  agreed  lo:  | 

Reiolveit,  That  it  siiall  he  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  ' 
the  Senate  to  fnrnii.h  the  bureau  of  ln;»>;;raphieal  eiiymeers 
with  fifty  copies  of  the  reports,  charls,  and  maps,  which 
tuny  tie  prepared  and  sent  liy  the  bureau  to  Uie  Senate,  i 
■  roiii  time  to  time,  and  printed  by  order. 

.Several  adverse  reports  of  the  standing  com- 
mittees, on  private  claims,  were  taken  up  and 
concurred  in.  I 

THE  TARIFF — COMPROMISE  .\CT.  j 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CHO.\TE,  the  previous  or-  1 
ders  of  the  day  wore  postponed,  and  the  Senate 
resumed  the  consideration  of  tiie  resolution  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance  for  the  inilefiniie  po.slpone- 
mcnt  of  the  bill  introduced  Ijy  Mr.  McDuffie  for 
rtducing  the  rate  of  duties  under  the  present  tjriir  , 
lo  the  standard  of  the  eompromise  net. 

Mr.  COLaUITr  addressed  the  Senate  for  two 
hours;  l)ut  owing  to  tlie  rapidity  of  lii.s  manner 
and  the  difKcnlly  of  hearing  him  distinctly  in  the 
reporters'  gallery,  all  llint  can  be  ntieinpteti  here 
is  a  brief  notice  of  some  of  his  leading  points  of  i 
argument. 

He  set  out  witli  stating,  after  a  few  prefatory 
remarks,  that  he  had  yesterday  sought  and  ob-  I 
Mined  the  floor  immediately  after  his  colleaijue 
[Mr.  Bi:RniEN°]  had  concluded,  with  a  view  of  in-  | 
liinating  thereby  liis  inteniinii  of  replying  in  liim, 
and  that   lie  might  expect,' in   so  doing,  he  (Mr. 
C.)  would  have  to  contrast  his  [Mr.  B.'a]  former 
course  on  the  tarilT  policy  with  (he  course  he  now 
pursued  on  the  same  subject.  Hlithe  had  learned 
this  morning  that  his  colleague  was  alisent;  and 
that    circtiinstance    would    necessurily    preserilii* 
much  narrower  liiniis  to  his  nliservations  liiiiii  he  i 
should  have  indulged,  had   his  colleague  chosen 
to  be  present.     Indeed,  in  his  abseivce,  it  would 
seem  lo  be  unnecessary  to  trespass  on  ilie  cour- 
tesy of   the  Senator  from  Mas-sncliusells,  [Mr.  j 
Clio.tTE,]  who   had  yieldctl  the  floor   to  his  cnl-  j 
league,  [.\lr.  liEitr.iEKi]  and  he  would  not  now  I 
ask  to  avail  himself  of  that  courtesy,  were  it  not  { 
that  he  lind,  in  the  expectation  of  his  colleague's  j 
presiMice,  collected  some  materials  (or  reference,  ! 
which,  while  at  hand,  he  wished  to  dispose  of. 
•    He  then  proceeded  to  examine  the  main  topics 
of  ilie  speech  of  his  colleague,  [Mr.  liiiRniF.N,] 
delivercil  yesterday;  and   to  contrast  the   senti- 
ments  iherein  exfircssed  on  the  subject  of  the 
fircscnt  tnrilT,  with  the  sentimenis  and  principles 
ic  had    maintained    ti[)on   the  stihji'Ct  of  former 
tnrin^,  not  more  odious  to  the  Suuth  than  this, 
and  with   the  often  declared  and   still   prevailing  ] 
sentiiiieiits  of  the  people  of  Georgia. 

In   the   course  of  his  commints,   Mr.  C.  de-  ! 
noiiriced  the  delusion  and  the  inconsistency  of  his 
colleague 'k  doctrine,  that  the  qiieslion  of  a  pro- 
tective  lurilf  was  to  be  decided   by  the  ensuing  | 
Presideiilial  election;  when,  for  the  very  purpose 
of  promoting  the  election  of  the  favorite  candi-  j 
date  of  the  protective  party,  the  issue  was  shunned  \ 
and  sought  to  be  inystitied  by  a  call  upon   the 
Ueprcseniiuivesof  the  people  to  wait;  to  pause  for 
(mother  yoar'a  experience;  and  to  let  it  be  dem-  i 
oustrated  whether  it  was  a  policy  that  required  i 


modification  or  not.  If  the  election  of  the  father  of 
the  so-called  .'Vmcricin  system  to  the  Presidency 
was  relied  upon  with  such  confience  as  a  test  of 
the  public  voice  in  favor  of  the  present  tariff,  why 
did  not  the  friends  of  that  measure  at  once  boldly 
take  their  stand  upon  that  ground,  and  make  it 
openly  and  fairly  the  jssue?  Why  not  rely  upon 
the  merits  already  claimed  as  having  demonstrated 
its  advantages,'  Why  ask  for  another  year's  ex- 
perience.'  Why  so  solicitous  for  laying  it  aside 
till  afier  the  presidential  contest.' 

Mr.  C,  adverting  to  the  origin  of  the  compro- 
mise acl,.8howed  that  the  State  of  Georgia,  in 
common  with  the  other  southern  Stales,  had  im- 
plicitly relied  U[>oii  the  good  faith  of  this  Govern- 
ment in  carrying  out  the  final  policy  of  that  com- 
promise. The  souihorn  .Stales  knew,  at  the  time 
It  was  passed,  that  the  then  Congress  had  no  power 
10  bind  nny  fulure  Congress  not  to  repeal  its  acts. 
But  they  relied  upon  the  soh.Mon  compact  which 
involvidainoinlobligalionoii  any  pe.rly  in  power, 
as  binding  as  good  faith  could  make  il,  that  the 
concession  made  by  the  South  of  a  nine  years' 
procrastination,  would  be  repaid  by  a  perinaiient 
system  prescribed  l>y  the  very  terms  of  compro- 
mise. 

In  commenting  upon  this  topic,  he  reviewed  the 
conduct  of  the  p.nrly  in  power,  which  had  taken 
ftdviiulage  of  a  combination  of  eircuinslanees  to 
force  upon  the  country  the  turifl'  act  of  l.'^43 — 
these  circumaiances  having  been  tlii'  resiili  of  po- 
litical causes,  caleulated  with  a  view  of  pro.lucing 
the  very  stale  of  things  which  was  to  bo  nrgeii  as 
a  suitable  occasion  for  resorting  to  the  favorite 
pan.ACen  of  that  party,  fur  the  cure  of  all  political 
evils — a  high  protective  tariff. 

Reverting  to  the  position  now  assumed  on  the 
question  of  ihis  policy  by  his  eollengne,  [Mr. 
UEniiiEN",]  Mr.  C.  rend  the  resolutions  ol  Georgia, 
preseiiled  liy  his  culleaguo,  and  qiioied  several 
striking  pass. iges  from  his  speech  mi  ihe  occasion, 
contrasting  iheni  with  his  8[K'ccii  of  yesterday, 
and  commenlitig  on  both  at  considerable  Imigth. 

tie  nextadverted  to  the  taxing  powei- given  by 
the  Cuiistilutioii,and  showed  that,  instead  of  its 
being  an  iinlimiled  taxing  power,  as  assumed  by 
the  advocates  of  the  protective  policy,  it  was  one 
expressly  limited  to  the  legitiinaie  wants  of  the 
Government, econoinicaUy  administered,  llealsu 
examined  the  power  of  regulating  coniinerce, 
given  by  the  Consliliition,  to  show  that,  instead 
of  being  desitrned  lof.tvor  pariii'.iilar  inten/sts,  it 
was  to  conlrol  and  regitlate  all  the  commercial 
inierests  of  the  country,  so  as  to  prevent  their 
j.iri'ing  and  elasliing  with  each  other,  and  to  insure 
to  all  the  ino.st  hurnionious  action.  Again,  Mr. 
C.  reverted  lo  the  taxing  power,  and  entered  at 
large  into  the  history  of  that  power.  For  the 
purpose  of  illiislration  he  supposed  a  case,  in 
which  the  respective  States  retained  their  taxing 
power,  and  each  Slate  simtiltanconsly  adopted  the 
act  of  1842;  and  he  asked  what  would  be  the  ef- 
fect.' Would  Rhode  Island  and  Massachusetts 
ol)tain  reveniK!  for  the  support  of  their  govern- 
ments from  impost  duties  on  the  articles  they 
themselves  manufactured;  or  could  they  from  the 
whole  act.'  Which  Stales  would  raise  the  reve- 
nue .'  And,  he  asked,  would  not  this  test  show 
which  were  the  Slates  subject  to  the  burden  of 
taxation,  and  which  were  tlic  beneficiaries  of  it 
when  the  act  became  an  act  of  confederation.' 

Mr.  C.  reod  a  speech  delivered  by  his  colleague 
in  1^31,  in  convention,  strongly  advocating  fytiC' 
trade  principles,  ami  coiitrastiit;;  the  expressions 
of  that  speech  with  ihose  on  the  same  subject 
used  by  liim  [.\Ir.  nnaniKs']  yesterday;  he  showed 
that  hi.i  colleague's  inquiry  as  to  the  meaning  of 
fret  trade  could  have  bi'eii  most  aptly  answered 
by  quoting  passages  from  his  speech  in  1631.  His 
colleagite  had  said  yesterday  lliat  the  term  free 
trwU  was  u.sed  foV  purposes  of  deception.  Now, 
if  nothing  but  deception  was  intended  by  those 
who  used  the  term  at  present,  the  same  rule  applied 
to  those  who  used  it  in  1831;  and  if  liis  colleague 
denied  that  deception  v.-ns  intended  by  him  in  1831, 
he  was  thrown  upon  the  dilcinnin  of  ailmitting 
that  deception  was  intended  yesterday  in  attrib- 
uting it  to  those  who  now  spoke  of  free  trade  as 
he  himself  had  done  in  1831. 

He  illustrated  the  doctrine  of  the  advocates  of 
protection,  that  the  people  can  be  heavily  taxed 
for  their  own  benefit,  by  reducing  the  argument 
to  the  proposition  that,  if  the  people  will  but  con- 
tribute their  means  lo  the  filling  of  the  pockets  of 


the  legislative  body,that  body  could,  in  spending 
the  money,  make  the  poor  rich;  just  as  if  the  pro- 
cess was  not  that  of  transferring  money,  by  legis- 
lation, from  the  pockets  of  one  laborer  into  iho 
pockets  of  another. 

With  respect  to  the  boasted  effects  of  former 
tariff  acts — that  of  having,  at  various  periods,  pro- 
duced a  fall  in  the  prices  in  protected  articles — Mr. 
C.  entered  into  a  history  of  improvements  in  ma- 
chinery, to  show  that,  since  the  commencement  of 
Arkwriglit's  inventions  to  the  present  day,  the 
price  of  goods  has  been  coming  down,  just  in  pro- 
portion to  the  improvements  ill  machinery.  This 
has  been  particularly  conspicuous  in  the  improve- 
ments of  machinery  since  1836,  the  fall  in  cotton 
goods  having  been  fifty  per  cent,  in  consequence 
of  such  improvements.  Hence,  if  the  ndvocAtes 
of  the  protective  policy  were  to  tell  the  truth, 
they  would  acknowledge  that,  if  prices  have  full- 
en,  it  has  been  in  spite  of  their  protective  tariff, 
and  in  consequence  of  improvements  in  machin- 
ery. 

Next,  as  to  the  argument  of  his  colleague  and 
the  chairman  of  the  Finance  Commiitee,  that  le- 
gislation can  give  the  people  the  ability  to  con- 
sume; he  showed  that  it  amounted  to  ihis — that 
aporiionoftlicir  means  could  betaken  from  them, 
and  that  tliereliy  thciraliility  to  purchase  articles 
of  consumption  would  be  increasetl !  The  Gov- 
ernment could  have  nothing  lo  give  bul  what  it 
first  look  from  the  people.  But  the  true  meaning 
of  the  plirase  **  cive  ability  to  the  people  to  con- 
sume," was  to  take  from  the  pockets  of  the  whole 
people  a  portion  of  their  means,  and  bestow  it 
upini  a  favored  class,  and  thereby  enable  that 
chiss,  with  this  bounty,  to  become  consumers. 
That  was  the  nakeil  truth. 

He  next  scrutinized  the  arguments  in  favor  of 
creating  a  home  market,  anil  illustrated  them  by 
citing  an  anecdote  to  show  ihat  they  were  like 
the  argument  used  by  a  Yankee,  who,  traveling 
on  a  certain  road,  observed  a  country  grocery  by 
the  way  side,  with  a  sign  over  the  door  announc- 
ing I'le  sale  of  "  cake.s  and  beer."  The  Yankee, 
desirous  of  fe?i.sting  himself,  but  finding  he  had 
had  not  means  to  buy  both  cakes  and  beer, 
thought  he  would  trust  to  his  wits;  so  he  went 
in  and  called  for  some  cake,  which  was  handed 
to  liim.  He  then  pretended  to  change  his  mind, 
and  ealled  for  some  beer,  which  he  received, 
handing  back  the  cake  in  exchange.  When  ho 
drank  the  beer,  he  was  walking  away;  but  the 
landlord  called  out  to  him  for  the  pay.  "Why," 
says  the  Yankee,  "did  1  not  give  you  the  cako 
for  the  beerr"  "  Yes,"  says  the  landlord;  "  but 
you  did  not  pay  for  the  cake."  "And  why  should 
1.-"  said  till!  Yankee;  "  Have  you  not  got  the 
cake.'"  This  was  precisely  the  way  the  manu- 
facturers argued  witli  the  agriculturists  about  the 
home  market.  They  told  them  it  wtis  an  equiv- 
alent for  Ihe  taxes  thrown  upon  them  for  the  pro- 
tection of  home  manufactures. 

lie  next  advened  to  the  dotitrine  of  American 
independence — that  the  United  Slates  was  to  pro- 
duce everything,  and  become  independent  of  alt 
other  nations  for  their  supplies;  and  he  asked 
what  was  the  meaning  of  this  independence.' 
Was  not  this  country  already  truly  independent.' 
Were  not  other  nations  as  dependent  upon  us  as 
we  were  upon  them  for  articles  of  exchange.' 
Was  it  meant  that  a  wall  should  be  built  up 
around  this  tntiion,  lo  prohibit  intercourse  with 
foreign  nations.'  Would  this  be  independence.' 

Mr.  C.  here  showed  the  true  policy  of  nation.t 
to  be  consistent  with  that  enlightened  policy  of 
commercial  intercourse  which  best  promoted  uni- 
versal civilization,  peace,liberty,  and  happiness. 

He  coniendni)  that  the  tariff  of  1842  was  tlio 
worst  tariff  ever  imposed  on  the  country.  It  had 
been  triumphantly  boasted  that  this  policy  was 
to  be  perpetuated  on- the  country,  and  that  the 
father  of  the  American  system  was  to  be  made 
the  President  of  the  United  States  in  view  of  that 
perpetuation.  This,  however,  he  firmly  trusted 
and  believed,  the  country  was  not  destined  la 
endure.  He  had  too  much  confidence  in  the  wis- 
dom, prudence,  and  common  sense  of  the  Amer- 
ican people,  to  doubt  their  vindication  of  sound 
principles. 

Mr.  CHO.\TE  next  obtained  the  floor,  and  in- 
tiiinated  his  desire,  as  the  hour  was  late,  to  puss 
over  the  pending  question. 

The  pending  question  was  accordingly  passed 
over  informally. 
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NAVAL  DOCK-YAUp  AND  DEPOT. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  naval  dock-yard  and 
depot  on  the  Mississippi  rivrr,  was  then  taken  up 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  question  pend- 
ing being  on  Mr.  Bkeese's  amendment  to  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  Committee  on  Na- 
Tal  Afiairs. 

Mr.  FOSTER  addressed  the  Senate  in  expla- 
nation of  arguments  brought  forward  when  this 
question  was  before  undcrdiscussioji,  wiili  a  view 
of  showing  that  it  very  seldom  happened  that  (he 
channel  of  the  Mississippi  river  was  so  low  as 
seven  feet;  and  he  also  urged  that  the  policy  of 
building  large  sAips  of  war  was  superseded  by 
that  of  building  small  iron  ships,  which  were 
found  better  enlculaled  for  const  and  harbor  pro- 
tection. He  argued  that  the  average  depth  of  the 
channel  at  Memphis  was  nine  feet;  that  no  ships 
of  war  need  bo  built  drawing  more  than  thirteen 
feet;  and  that  they  could  easily,  by  means  of  the 
camels  he  alluded  to  the  other  day,  be  buoyed 
over  that  depth,  and  brought  to  the  sea-board. 

Mr.  WALKER  said  this  was  a  subject  in 
which  the  State  of  Mississippi  felt  a  deep  inter- 
est. The  people  of  that  State  had  been  looking 
for  some  lime  to  the  establishment  of  a  naval  de- 
pot on  the  western  waters;  and  they  had  hoped 
to  obtain  it  at  Natchez.  He  confessed  that  he 
had  been  greatly  surprised  at  some  of  the  remarks 
made  by  his  friend  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Fos- 
ter,] in  relation  to  the  depth  of  water  in  the  Mis- 
sissippi river;  and  he  attributed  them  to  the  fact, 
that  in  arriving  at  his  home,  that  Senator  did  not 
enter  the  Mississippi  at  all,  taking  for  conveni- 
ence another  route,  which  was  up  the  Cumberland 
river  to  Nashville;  and  he  was  also  surprised  to 
hear  him  say  that  the  depth  of  water  at  Memphis, 
during  the  low  stage  of  water,  was  nine  feet. 
Now  he  wished  the  Senate  to  observe  the  fact; 
and  if  they  would  appoint  officers  of  the  topo- 
graphical corps  or  of  the  Navy,  to  ascertain  by 
actual  measurement  the  average  depth  of  the 
channel,  he  pledged  himself  to  prove  that  it  would 
not  average  six  feet. 

He  had  himself  repeatedly,  in  ascending  and 
descending  the  Mississippi,  ascertained  that  it  had 
but  five  end  a  half  feet  below  Memphis;  and  in 
the  year  1841,  five  feet.  Could  there  be  any 
doubt  about  this  fact?  He  thought  he  saw  Sen- 
ators near  him  who  were  going  to  vote  in  favor 
of  Memphis;  4ind  if  he  was  mis'taken  in  relation 
to  the  depth  of  the  water,  there  was  one  of  these 
who  had  been  ascending  und  descending  the  Mis- 
sissippi for  ten  years,  who  could  vouch  for  the 
fact  that  the  depth  of  the  channel  was  frequently 
only  five  and  a  half  feet,  and  during  part  of  one 
year,  five. 

It  was  known  from  the  gentleman  who  origin- 
ated this  matter — and  his  friend  from  Tennessee 
did  not  doubt  it — that  these  vessels-of-war  were 
to  draw  at  least  thirteen  feel  of  water;  and  the 
smallest  that  had  yet  been  constructed  drew  four- 
teen feet.  They  wfcre  to  descend  to  a  distance  of 
more  than  a  thousand  miles  lor  the  purpose  of 
defending  New  Orleans  and  the  Gulf.  This  they 
were  to  do  over  places  where  there  was  but  five 
and  u  half  and  five  feet  of  water.  Ho  asked  the 
Senate  to  reflect  upon  this  matter  before  they  pro- 
ceded  to  decide  upon  Memphis  as  being  a  proper 
jilacc  for  a  naval  depot.  He  thought  the  absurd- 
ity of  the  proposition  to  locate  camels  on  the 
sand-bars  of  the  Mississippi  would  beapparentby 
n  reference  to  the  Navigator — a  book  which  was 
of  great  authority  in  the  West,  and  which  de- 
monstrated the  fact  that  between  Memphis  and 
Natchez  there  were  twenty-seven  of  these  sand- 
bars—so that  his  friend  from  Tennessee  must. 
have  these  .twenty-seven  camels  located  between 
Memphis  and  Natchez,  to  enable  vessels  drawing 
thirteen  feet  to  descend  to  New  Orleans  and  the 
Gulf. 

He  had  seen  some  curious  hills  passed  through 
this  body;  but  if  he  were  to  see  this  bill  pass, 
under  these  circumstances,  he  should  be  very 
much  surprised.  Dut  his  friend  from  Tennessee 
threw  nut  some  suggestions  about  descending 
Lake  Erie. 

Mr.  FOSTER,  (from  his  seat.)  No,sir;  I  did 
not  speak  of  descending  Lake  Erie.  1  spoke  of 
■ending  provisions  and  other  military  supplies 
from  the  depot  at  Memphis,  for  the  use  of  tlie 
soldiers  stationed  on  Lake  Erie. 

Mr.  WALKER  thought  it  vyould  be  very 
•traiige,  indeed,  if  they  would  send  from  Lake 


Erie  to  that  place  for  supplies  of  provisions  which 
they  could  gel  much  nearer  in  Ohio.  It  might  be 
that  they  would  do  so,  but  he  did  not  believe  they 
would.  He  doubted  whether  a  single  bushel  of 
corn,  a  barrel  of  flour,  or  a  pound  of  beef  had 
ever  yet  been  carried  from  Memphis  to  Lake  Erie 
for  sale.  • 

In  relation  to  Natchez,  he  affirmed  in  hie  place, 
upon  the  floor  of  the  Senate,  that  a  comparison 
of  the  bills  of  mortality,  for  many  years  past, 
would  demonstrate  the  fact,  that  in  proportion  to 
the  population,  taking  the  whole  period  of  twelve 
months,  it  was  as  healthy  as  Memphis,  He 
would  state  one  other  fact,  which  was,  that  for 
years  past  they  had  had  no  yellow  fever  at  Nat- 
chez; and  another  fact  still,  that  since  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  quarantine  regulations  of  that 
place,  while  the  yellow  fever  raged  at  Vicksburg, 
New  Orleans,  and  other  parts  of  the  Mississippi, 
there  had  been  no  more  yellow  fever  at  Natchez 
than  there  has  been  of  Inle  at  Philadelphia,  where 
it  once  prevailed  (before  the  estalilialimenl  of  a 
quarantine)  with  the  greatest  mortality.  At  the 
point  where  they  proposed  to  establish  a  naval 
depot,  half  a  mile  above  the. town  of  Natchez, 
there  had  never  been  one  case  of  yellow  fever; 
and  persona  who  had  lived  there  for  many  years 
could  vouch  for  the  fact.  Ho  wished  to  have 
Natchez  examined.  He  desired  that  it  should 
have  a  fair  chance.  He  did  not  unjustly  condemn 
other  points;  but  he  wished  this  to  have  a  sur- 
vey. Let  it  be  ascertained  by  means  of  a  survey 
made  by  competent  oflicers,  whether  it  was  or 
was  not,  a  belter  point  than  Memphis.  The  Sen- 
ate should  not  take  it  for  granted,  even  on  the 
opinion  of  his  friend  from  Tennessee,  (whom  he 
had  no  doubt  was  honest  in  his  belief,)  that 
Memphis  was  a  better  point  than  Natchez.  They 
should  decide  after  an  examination  which  would 
speak  for  itself.  • 

At  Memphis  it  was  necessary  to  commence  the 
work  by  raising,  nl  the  expense  of  $30,000 — the 
estimate  of  the  Senator  from  Tennessee,  and  it 
would  be  much  greater — a  piece  of  flat  ground 
six  feet  high,  for  the  purpose  of  ge.tiing  a  base 
for  a  iiavy-yard.  At  Natchez  there  was  a  bank 
which  nature  had  made,  and  which  was  admira- 
bly fitted  for  this  purpose.  It  was  a  banl^  twenty 
feet  above  high-water  mark.  It  was  not  a  blun; 
but  a  firm  and  sohd  embankment,  without  any 
levee,_any  rising  of  ground  whatever,  8trikin«:ly 
adapted  to  the  purpose.  Ite  called  the  attention 
of  ihe  Senate  to  the  fact  tlmt,  at  this  point,  ves- 
sels from  Liverpool,  New  York,  Portland,  Balti- 
more, and  Boston,  were  arriving  every  year.  It 
was  a  port  of  entry.  They  shipped  from  it, 
every  vear,  about  twelve  thousand  bales  of  cot- 
ton. In  return,  they  received  commodities,  in 
vessels, from  Liverpool,  Boston,  Biiltimore, New 
York,  Philadelphia,  and  other  ports.' 

At  the  very  period  of  low  water,  these  vessels 
came  from  Liverpool,  and  from  various  ports  of 
the  United  States  on  the  Atlantic.  Here,  then, 
was  a  point  which,  while  it  was  sufliciently  re- 
mote from  New  Orleans  not  to  be  assailed  by  an 
enemy,  had  a  channel,  at  the  lowest  stage  of 
water,  iw.deep  as  that  which  was  found  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  and  without  the  dis- 
advantages which  could  be  so  seriously  urged 
against  any  other  internal  port  on  the  Missis- 
sippi at  a  time  of  war.  It  was  a  point  from 
which  vessels  could  be  sent  down  to  New  Or- 
leans in  fifteen  hours,  and  that  at  all  seasons  of 
the  year. 

Was  it  the  intention  of  the  Senate,  without 
any  examination  of  Natchez,  or  any  point  except 
Memphis,  to  establish  this  depot  at  Memphis? 
He  asked  Senators  to  reflect  upon  this  matter. 
He  asked  them  to  decide  justly,  and  for  the  ben- 
efit of  Ihe  whole  country,  and  not  for  the  benefit 
of  a  particular  point,  or  of  individuals.  If  Mem- 
phis were  a  better  point  than  Natchez,  would'nol 
a  survey  demonstrate  it?  Why  was  the  Senator 
from  Tennessee  so  solicitous  to  press  the  claims 
of  Memphis,  without  a  survey,  if  it  was  a  better 
point?  Would  they  not  all  be  demonstrated  by 
a  survey?  Would  not  Memphis  stand  as  fair  a 
chance  as  Natchez  in  that  respect?  This  ques- 
tion of  choosing  a  point  for  the  establishment  of 
a  naval  depot  was  a  question  in  which  the  whole 
West  felt  a  deep  interest;  and  il  was  one  upon 
which  depended  the  security  of  New  Orleans  and 
the  Gulf.  Was  the  Senate  prepared  to  decide  il 
without  investigating — without  surveying — with- 


out any  knowledge  upon  the  snhjert?  U  wiuliii 
desire  that  the  establishment  should  be  at  a  neini 
where  the  greal  purpose  of  defense  coulj  be  betl 
accomplished. 

The  Mississippi  should  be  examined;  and  ihrn 
the  Senator  from  Tennessee  could  tell  Iiowmanf 
camels  it  would  require  to  take  these  vctwiaoter 
the  sand-bars,  and  what  would  be  the  cost  uxl 
expense,  with  other  mailers  connrclrd  wltliihlj 
subject.  All  this  could  be  asceriaincd  by  a  sur- 
vey; and  all  that  be  asked  was,  that  a  nirTcy 
should  be  made.  If,  when  it  was  made,  it  could 
be  shown  that  Memphis  was  a  better  point  thu 
Natchez,  he  pledged  himself  to  vote  for  It;  Int 
he  was  not  willing  that  Natchez  should  be  con- 
demned unheard. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  had  but  a  word  to  say  on 
this  subject.  It  was,  -that  the  mouth  of  the  Mil- 
sissippi  river  was  undoubtedly  a  most  vulncnibU 
point,  easily  assailed  by  steamships  of  war,  awl 
therefore  improper  for  ihe  location  of  this  navy- 
yard.  He  was  of  opinion  thai,  the  higher  up  tLt 
site  was  chosen,  the  better.  A  survey  and  report 
had  been  made  by  jiersons  competent  to  jaip., 
and  they  were  favorable  to  Memphis.  He  wu 
willing  to  risk  the  selection  of  that  place,  forU 
believed  it  was  as  good  as  any  other;  and  if  the 
thing  was  to  be  delayed  till  all  could  agree  upon 
a  selection  where  so  many  conlendin;  intereW 
were  urged  for  a  preference,  he  feared  there  vouli 
be  no  western  depot  or  navy-yard  at  all. 

Mr.  BREESE  urged  the  propriety  of  a  furtbn 
survey,  and  gf  the  examination  of  other  poinit. 
He  called  for  the  reading  of  the  repon.of  ibe 
Naval  Committee  on  the  amendment  proposed  to 
the  original  bill. 

Mr.  B.\YARD  explained  that  the  commitm 
left  the  matter  for  discussion.  He  would  begbd 
to  present  to  the  Senate  the  views  of  the  comniii. 
tee;  but  the  hour  was  so  late  now,  that  he  hoped 
the  matter  would  be  passed  over  till  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BAYARD,  the  Senate  ibei 
went  into  executive  session,  and  soon  afin 
adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Wednesdat,  Jpril  10, 1844.  . 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  rend  and  apprond. 

The>  SPEAKER  announced  the  business  of  ihr 

morning  hour  to  be  the  call  of  comroittcta  for 

reports. 

PERSONAL  EXPLANATION. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Indiana,  desired  permission 
to  make  an  explanation  which  ho  deemed  per- 
sonal to  himself. 

Mr.  WHITE  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Indi- 
ana would  be  allowed  to  explain;  but  if  ilialp:ii- 
tleman  made  any  new  charges,  he  hoped  tbcisaie 
indulgence  would  be  extended  in  him. 

Mr.  C.  J.  I  NGERSoLL  objected  to  any  "on- 
dcrstandings"  or  bargainings. 

Mr.  WELLER  also  objected. 

TheSPEAKER,  (toMr.  White.)  Does  ihe 
gentleman  object? 

Mr.WlilTE  replied  that,  with  the  undetstawl- 
ing  which  he  had  specified,  he  should  not  ohjecL 

Mr.  HARDIN  objected. 

Mr.  BROWN, of  Indiana,  moved  a  suspcntioa 
of  the  rules,  to  give  him  an  opportunity  to  ex- 
plain. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Indiana,  said  that  it  would 
be  recollected  by  the  House  that,  on  ihe  SStb  of 
March,  whilst  a  resolution  oflerrd  by  llu:  g*"- 
tieman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  ICehneot]  vm 
under  consideration,  which  resolution  purponol  • 
to  be  an  extract  from  a  letter  of  General  Jacksea 
lo  Dr.  Coleman  of  North  Carolina,  givinj  bis 
views  in  relation  to  the  protective  policy,  he  ^ 
moved  to  strike  out  that  resolution  and  insert tbe 
following,  which  purported  lo  be  the  seniiotcnii 
of  Mr.  Clay: 

"  Thai  tliM  House  approve  of  ttie  Knliaieats  of  BnxT 
Clay,  expressed  in  tiis  speech  at  Ihe  extra  seiisino  of  C«- 
gress,  1841,  u  follows:  'Carry  oat  ibc  principle  'f'^ 
comproiniie  aci ;  look  lo  revenue  alono  fur  ilio  i.uppf>rt  * 
GoviTntnont,  Do  not  r&ise  Ibe  question  of  prolMititm,  wUirt 
I  hoped  had  beua  put  to  rest.  Tliero  u  ito  ucco^i;  ^ 
pruteclion.* " 

It  will  be  seen  that  he  did  not  pretend  to  gi« 
this  as  the  prectK  language  of  Mr.  Clay,  hat  u 
containing  his  sentimentsas  delivered  inaspecci 
at  the  extra  session  of  Congress,  184i. 
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Upon  llic  iiUroduption  of  ilifi  amondmpnt,  and 
helcie  )iio  vote  wna  taken,  llic  i;cniIoman  from 
Kentucky  (Mr.  White]  came  lo  liis  eeat,  ovi- 
denily  uiuliT  much  excitemrnt,  and  staled  in  a 
positive}  biU  resjiocKuI,  nmnnor,  (hat.  no  such 
fcntimciil  of  language  could  bo  fnund  in  any  de- 
claration or  spcocli  ever  delivered  by  Mr.  Cluy, 
ciiiuT  in  or  out  of  the  Cnpitol. 

lie  staioti,  at  the  time,  that  he  had  copied  the 
extract  from  the  Ohio  Statesman,  and  that  ho  bc- 
heved  it  contained  the  sentiments  of  Mr.  C!ay,na 
Jic  had  expressed  them  in  some  speech  dehvcrcd 
in  (he  Senate  durinor  the  last  Congress.  7  hnt  he 
immediately  made  diligent  ercarch  therefor,  but  at 
timl  time  v/as  unable  to  find  the  extract;  that 
upon  the  next  day — wlion,  by  the  courtesy  of  the 
House,  he  was  permitted  to  make  an  exphtnation 
which  he  conceived  lo  be  due  to  himself,  ns  his 
honor  had  been  implicated,  as  lie  had  been  charged 
with  attributing  language  and  ficntimeitts  to  Mr. 
Clay  which  that  distinguished  person  had  never 
uliercd  or  held  — he  then  stated  tiiat,  in  good 
faith,  he  had  made  the  extract  from  a  paper  wliosc 
editor  he  believed  to  be  an  honorable  man,  and 
incnpabic  of  misrepresenting  any  one;  that  he 
said  upon  that  occasion  tliut  he  had  imthir^ to  take 
backtfvr  he  believed  the  extract,  if  not  in  the  exact 
language,  contained  Ecntiinents  ofi-re[>eat'ed  by 
Mr.  Clay.  Lut  that  no  one  who  knew  him  would 
suppose  ho  would  willfully  misrepresent  Mr. 
Clay,  or  put  language  in  his  mouth  wliich  lie  had 
never  used,  or  attribute  to  him  t>eniiment3  which 
he  had  never  uttered;  and  that  if,  upon  thorough 
search,  he  waa  unable  lo  find  the  language,  or 
sentiment,  ns  an  honorable  man  he  felt  himself 
bound  at  some  future  day,  lo  declare  to  the  House 
and  to  ihe  country  that  he  had  been  misled  by 
the  paper. 

To  ihis  the  gentleman  from  ICcniucky  [Mr. 
White]  desired,  by  way  of  explanation,  to  re- 
ply, dcchuing  that  he  felt  his  personal  honor  in- 
volved in  tliitt  controversy.  Not  wishing  to  mis- 
represent or  misquote  tlie  gentleman,  he  would 
read  some extrucis  from  his  [Mr.  Wiiitk's]  speech 
upon  that  occasion,  as  reported  in  the  National 
Intelligencer: 

''Mr.  W'niTE  vaiil  lie  wna  more  tlinn  tlisnlf^ul  tn  Thn 
counepy  itt'  iliv  lloiisc-;  hihI  lie  wit^  s.tiisiii-<l,  when  lie  lirtil 
doiK',  tliHi  iliu  lluiisi;  would  c<iiicluiir  ilmt  lit;  w:i!t  tint  dis- 
posed 1011!^."^  that  couri'.*^?.  IU>  liuJ  fVMvA  thnt  )i<:  Tclt  lii-4 
iiwn  hnnnrniid  rhnmcter  tube  involved  in  titi:*  itmtfCT;  and 
tlitii  it  was  ihiu  to  liitn  tlial  lie  aliould  be  nMuwtrd  itn  npixir- 
luiiiiy  to  iiiiikc  II  prrsonal  explanniinn.  It  wuuld  l»e  rtrcid- 
lecttrd  (lie  >.iid)  tiy  the  gi-iiiK^iiiaii  l>oii)  Jiidi:tii:i  and  "tlicr 
|[r-iit!i'ii)«-n,  tint  w!it-n  tliiri  nwdtitifin  liint  ycMiurday  liuifii 
ufft^red  liy  ih:ii  tr<-iitl(-itinn,  liu  (Mr.  VV.)  Iiad  gonu  tn  the 
ClerkV  dryk  and  read  it,  .nnd  had  thm  cutK!  10  ilie  pt:iiilf- 
iiioti  rroiii  liidianu  niid  t>ialfd— imi  bphiiid  hi.n  back,  or  in 
Dii  tiH'i'.'i-^ivi'  iiianniT— itial  lie  \vut<  inj^iakt'ii  in  \i\.*  lujtlior- 
iiy  f'lr  tliiti  Ii.-iii;(  n  drflaraiion  (»r  Mr.  Clay.  Not  only  to 
llitf  gt^iittctii.'ui  rroiii  Indinti!!,  but  to  many  oilier  Kt'iitbiiicti, 
Mr.  VV.  had  iiverrvd  that  Mr.  t'tay  liud  ncwr,  in  any  Kiii-Pt-b 
ill  liitf  litt-,  t'pini  llii'  tir:^t  day  iliat  he  had  entered  thi.s  Hall 
lo  ilii:  la>>I  day  of  hii  >:rrviri'  in  ilii-  i>tlit!r  branch  ol'  Cnii- 
petv,  uiH-red  »iicli  a  !=<eiititut:tit  u>;  u'ns  alleged  by  Tlxr  ^c^o 
luiioii  or  the  eiTnUciiiaii  t'roin  Indiaim.  Allhnii:!li  be  lind 
raid  ihi>4  in  the  iiioitt  innpbaiic  and  uni|iia)ilk-d  manner,  hi; 
had  iiii^ani  to  inipult!  lo  tin-  ^■iiilt:*[i:an  tVoiii  Indinnu  no 
waiii  o('  honor,  no  rriniu  olTorgi-ry.  Far  from  it.  lie  hud 
*et;n  the  >nnif  words  that  wrre  iinotfd  in  tbi;  (i''ntb*inan'!< 
rextduiioii  coniniiH'd  in  a  newitpaprr;  he  had  compared  it 
with  the  extract  from  tin:  Cidunibu:*  ((J!iio)  t-taiPi!nian. 
The  gciillc.itiaii  liad,  no  dmibi,  been  dfci'tv<>d  by  the  conli 
di'tiL*u  that  In;  bad  in  a  paper  a^reciii^Mviih  hint  in  political 
»t'iitiMMMttri.  This  wait  not  the  inity  fxirrtct  in  that  |mp4fr. 
TIrti:  were  vanotiji  ejtiracid  cnntuiiiiiis  the  primiplns.  or 
tilt*  alli;<;<-d  principleit,  ol'lMr.  Clay  and  ol  Mr.  Van  Uiiri'ii  ; 
and  it  \v:)!i  natural  for  thc;;t;ntlniiaii  to  have  giippost-dthat, 
in  tlii-4  amy  of  i:\iractit,  no  tupprr^si^ton  of  th^  trniti,  or 
fti^sriiiion  of  ralsehfioil  bad  been  made  ;  and  iiicrt>[V>re  he 
iiiiptited  tiotiiittft  iiiipro[>fTr  to  tlic  ptMiilfinait  fmm  Indiana. 

**  lliit  upon  that  tolL'ttii)  conviction  which  he  Itrit,  know- 
.inK  thr  man,  lie  kiiL-w  it  was  impott»iblc:  tn  th'j  nature  of 
tlitii:;-^,  III  tin'  iruili  ot'  \us  character,  in  the  cnnfi?toncy  of 
hi«  riiiirijc  upon  political  subjr-cts,  itiat  any  Jiitch  ecniiuicnt  1 
had  «v*;r  b«i;n  ucined  by  hiin,  and,  if  Im  \vas  correctly 
qiioii:il,  thnt  it  could  not  b:?  found  in  exiract-s  from  any  of 
hiM  fpeeclic*  or  wniinifs.  Now,itd<'Volvcd  upon  him  (iMr. 
W.)  to  vindicate  hii*  own  truth  and  honor  by  proviiifj  fully, 
to  tlio  Miii.-^l'jiciion  of  all,  Ihe  statement  wliioh  Im  had  made. 
Tin:  ;rt;iillt-mai)  frnni  Indiana,  wliilt!  hi:  vindicuted  himself 
by  bniigihg  to  view  the  circtimcianccij  under  which  he  had 
otftTc-ri  tlii:«  resolution,  ^lill  had  not  b'-mi  willing  10  take  his 
(Mr.  VV.V)  averment  ibal  110  tueh  princij)!'!,  that  no  such 
lansna^c  roiitd  be  tbntid  in  any  uf  j>tr.  Clay^j  t>peuclieai  in 
JSII,  or  at  any  other  linu;. 

••  Mr.  IlATiiut'N  called  iMr.  W.  to  order,  stating  that  he 
was  tlin>u;:h  hid  own  matter,  and  wua  now  goiti<j  to  Mr. 
Clay. 

*•  Mr.  White  replied  that  he  could  not  vindicate  himself 
unless  lie  >liowed  the  truth  of  tht-  nvcrnieiit  he  had  made. 
It,  haviii;;  averred  that  no  kucIi  Kenliinom  could  be  found 
lit  any  speech  of  Mr.  Clay,  hi;  failed  lo  prove  and  satisfy  l 
Itiv  iloutic  of  It.  how  did  he  tftnnd.'  lie  t^tood  coitdemnod 
before  Ihc  Ilonso  and  before  the  country.  Thi»  wad  the 
[Mint  of  liouur  and  uf  eliaracter  lu  which  be  liuJ  ruen,utid  I 


how  rUe  could  he  go  on  and  vindicate  bini>ielf  bnt  by  ap- 
[iculins  to  the  record.^  lie  had  said  on  tin-  nr>i  bluflli,  on 
Ihe  (irj^i  impuI.-cTwhen  the  ponileniaij  had  olTfred  Ihi^  reso- 
lution, that  iiwas  a  falsehood  that  Mr.  Clay  had  ever  spoken 
or  writN-n  any  Mich  language'  Now,  what  were  the  fact«.' 
What  did  Ibi:*  reiiolution  averf 

'•  Mr".  W.  read  the  amendment  to  the  resolution  of  Mr. 
Kknskdy,  olfered,  yoferday,  by  Mr.  Mkown,  as  follows  : 

*'  *  Thai  Ibis  llouse  approve  of  thesentinieiita  of  ll'-nry 
Clay,  cxprejh^scd  in  blii  «pcceh  at  the  extra  session  of  Con- 
grcsto,  1841,  ui  folhtWH:  "  Carry  out  the  principles  of  the 
•■oiiipronii^e  act ;  look  10  revenue  alone  for  the  tiupporl  of 
Ooverninent.  Oo  not  raise  the  qucsiirm  of  protection, 
which  I  hopi-d  bad  been  put  to  rest.  There  in  no  necesuity 
for  proipction."  * 

"  Now  (Mr.  W.  continued)  here  was  a  ppecitic  alle^- 
lion  ;  here  w:i^  the  date  and  the  place.  Now  be  bud  gone 
a  ^eat  deal  lurthcr;  he  had  averred  not  miIv  thnt,  at  that 
tiiiiR  and  place,  no  itueh  speech  bad  ever  been  niad<.>  by  Mr. 
Clay,  but  he  bad  further  averred  that  at  no  period  of  hi« 
lit'e,  before  or  since,  iiad  Mr.  Clay  ever  uttered  such  a  lien- 
tiineiii."  , 

Again,  the  genllcman  says: 

"  lie  had  naid  tn  the  f>pntlcinnn  from  rndiann.  what  he 
now  repeated,  that  thi^  was  a  forgery  ;  and  he  had  told  the 
gentleman  that  he  could  not  c^lnbli^h  it,  but  that  be  (Mr. 
\V.)  cruild  establish  the  contrary  to  be  inie.  And  ilic 
gentleman,  no  doubt,  had  been  !«enrchinB  in  Mr.  C'lay*s 
^pecehe)^,  with  a  keen,  an  eagle  eye,  for  the  very  doctrine 
nnJ  wurdit  contained  in  ibis  rcKohitinn  ;  and  he  predicieil 
that  he  had  not  found  tliein,  and  tli.'Lt  he  iiovr-r  could  find 
titem.  Tlic  gentleman  mi^bt  add  logciber  words  taken 
from  different  sentennrff,  and  make  out  this  ;  but  he  had 
never  found,  nor  could  ever  find,  it  in  one  continuous  sen- 
tence or  paraftrnph.  Mr.  \V.  defied  him  to  do  ii,  in  any 
speech  delivered  in  Congress  or  out  of  Congress.*' 

Mr.  B.  said  ho  would  conclude  by  reading  an- 
other very  emphatic  exti:act  from  the  gentleman's 
speech: 

**  Now,  here  Mr.  W.had  .showed  to  the  Ilnu^-e  three  very 
difTfrenl  simeches  deliveretl  by  Mr.  Clay  on  the  tariff,  In 
1  MI,  (and  they  were  the  only  Vpeccbos  lie  , did  deliver.) 
And  iientlcinen  found  in  every  speech  upon  that  ncca'iioii 
Mr.  (."lay  had  niiit'ormly — unilorinly  eonlcndtul  lor  and  re- 
iterated the  fianie  doctrine  as  Mr.  W.  Iui;l  averred  he  bad 
Dlway:*  entertained.  In  every  speech  he  had  dirrc-tly  in 
language  and  sentiment  repudiated— ay.  repudiated— the 
for^iery  .Mr.  VV.  held  in  bis  hand,  (viz.  the  extract  quoted 
in  Ihe  rcsidulion  of  Mr-  UnowN.)  Mr.  Clay  had  iievrT 
made  u^e  of  i^ucb  artentimcntor  language;  itct-ci',  nkvf.ii  !'* 

Now,  (said  Mr.  B)letua  recapitulate.  What 
does  the  gentleman  aver.' 

"That  Mr.  CIny  had  never,  in  any  gpeech  in  hit  life, 
froni  the  lirtit  day  he  entered  thi.4  Hall  to  tJie  hiMt  day  of  hia 
service  in  the  other  b.'-nncli  of  Con^resci,  uttered  t^uvU  a 
sentiment  ns  was  alleged  in  ibc  resolution  of  the  gentlenmu 
from  Indiana.') 

Again,  he  says: 

"That  upon  polemn  cnnvictien  wjilch  he  felt,  knowing 
the  man,  (Mr.  Clay,)  he  knew  it  was  )nipo-<siblein  the  na- 
ture of  iliinftH,  in  the  irntli  of  his  character,  in  the  cou«i^t- 
cncy  of  bi<«  course  upon  poliiicol  subjects,  that  any  suck 
sctUimcnt  had  ever  been  uttered  by  hiui." 

And  again,  he  says: 

'•  Now  it  devolved  uiKin  him  (Mr.  \V.)  to  vindicate  hix 
ouii  truth  ntui  fionjT  by  pr<ivinc  lully,  to  the  satiHlaciion  of 
all,  III'; statement  which  be  bad  made.*' 

What  slatcmciu.'  Why,  sir,  tliat  Mr.  Clay 
had  nevOf  ttpon  any  occasion  given  utterance  lo 
the  sentiment  attributed  to  him  in  the  extract.  So 
mucli  for  the  argument  of  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky.  Now,  sir,  how  stands  the  case.' 
Upon  the  one  liand,  he  (Mr.  H.)  had  declared 
that  Mr.  Clay  had  used  the  sentiments;  upon  the 
other,  the  member  from  Ivenlucky  [Mr.  White] 
had  averred  that  Mr.  Clay  had  '*  used  no  such 
langua*;e,  and  uttered  no  such  sentiment."  In 
this  dilemma,  P4r.  B.  felt  himself  bound  to  prove 
the  truth  of  hia  allcgfllion;  or,  on  failure,  to  ad- 
mit, v/ilh  mortiiication,  that  ho  had  been  de- 
ceived. For  the  purpose  of  austaininp:  the  de- 
claration then  made,  and  of  vindicating  him.self, 
from  iho  charges  made  by  llic  Whiji^piess  of  at- 
tributinrj  language  to  Mr.  Clay,  which  he  Imd 
never  uttered,  he  had  now  risen  lo  trespass  upon 
the  time  and  beg  the  indulgence  of  the  House. 
After  much  labor  and  diligent  research,  he  finds 
that,  upon  the  21st  day  of  January,  1842,  in  the 
United  States  Senaie,  Mr.  Clay  made  the  follow- 
ing remarks — tho  Treasury  note  bill  then  being 
under  consideration;  and  lest  he  should  be  ac- 
cused of  garbling,  he  would  j;ive  the  entire  speech 
as  it  stands  reported  in  llie  National  Intelligencer: 

Here  Mr.  Bkown  requested  the  Cleric  to  weati 
the  following  speech: 

*'  Mr."  Clay  replied  to  Mr.  Woodbury,  and  asked,  what 
did  the  bonoralile  Senator  <to  when  ai  the  head  of  ibcTrean- 
ury  Uepartmeiit?  His  policy  seemed  in  baveeiianged.  In 
point  of  fact,  we  had  l)een  poiny  on  with  an  exces*  of  ex- 
penditure over  our  reeeipL-i  tor  four  years,  'i'reasury  notes 
bad  been  i:^.sued  for  lour  ^^Ieces^ive  year.*.  Tliey  had  been 
tlinavn  from  one  year  into  anoiher,  and  they  were  thrown 
over  by  ibe  lar^t  Administration  iniu  this  Administration, 
and  for  tliis  Adntinistnition  to  redeem.  'J'lie  noii^s  now  he- 
low  pur,  and  which  we  are  called  upon  to  redeem,  are  U:e 


I  Treasury  notes  of  the  preceding  Administraii(m  ;  and  until 
I  the  Senator  from  New  llampalure  brin^rs  up  hi^  own  paper 
I  lo  par.  from  its  present  depreciation,  let  him  be  less  s(»lieii 
I  oils  aboui  the  Treasury  notes  lo  b^  i.-i^ued  by  the  present 
I  Aitmiiiistraiion. 

'•  Hut  whence  this  iiew-bcmi  zeal  in  repnrd  to  taxation.' 
ft  was,  he  admitted,«eaiidalou»  that  ibis  Coverninent  should 
,  have  Rone  on  lor  four  year.s  past,  and  wasgoinji  on  now,  by 
I  the  expenditure  ot  more  Than  was  received.  'l'a\aiton,  he 
knew,  and  had  before  said,  \vas  the  remedy  for  tin-.  Cany 
!  otU,  then,  Ihe  tjiirit  of  Ike  compromUc  act,  I.ool;  t)  rcventie 
atone  for  the  support  0/  GtvctninCnt.  Do  not  raise  the  ijnei- 
tlon  of  protection — w/ticA  I  had  hoped  had  hccii  put  t)  rest. 
There  it  no  necc"t*i7y  of  protection,  for  protection.  Hut 
what  wm  the  couri^e  of  my  honorable  friend  troui  New 
Hampshire,  (for  I  heartily  reciprocate  the  friendship  he  pro- 
tesjsed  for  me  the  01  her  day,)  when  hc.had  a  ta.x  bill  under 
consideration  .'  Wli»  re  wajf  he  llien  ?  Did  lie  vote  for  tliu 
tax  bill  before  IH?  Did  he  not  rather  elioosc  lo  sip  hi^  tea 
and  coflec  a  little  lonzer,nnd  lowtbhold  the  tax  from  tho^c 
luxuries.^  And  will  he  now  consent  to  lax  these  ariielcH.' 
If  he  will,  I  go  aloiiff  with  him,  heart  and  hand- 

" 'I'lie  Senator  talks  ol  the  public  lands  an  ihou'th  llicy 
were  thrown  away.  Did  n'ltihe  .States  receive  tbeni .'  Did 
not  the   people  Imve  the  benelii  of  them  .'    Hut  why  (he 
a.xked)  this  covert  attack  upon  the  land  bill,  when  another 
bill  i.->i  under  eon.-iiderntion  ?    We  will  meet  you  openly  and 
I  ffiirly.(said  Mr.  ('lay.)  when  this  ques'tion conies  before  the 
j  Senate,  [t  would  lie  remcmbere*!  lliat  when  ilie  honorable 
gentleman  [Mr.   WoonuuHy]  sat  nt  Ibe  other  end  of  the 
I  avenue,  beg>fiii|;  and  latniMitins  over  tlie  neeessiites  of  the 
[  Govnrmnent,  he  recominendi-d  (and  twice  in  one  session 
i  of  Cmiirrcs.i)  the  issue  of  Treasury  nolo*.     Did  we  make 
I  any  opposition  to  them.'  No,  even  though  oppoj^ed  to  thetu 
in  principle,  we  submitted  to  llieHi:  and  now  he  would  say, 
cu  Tiffssrtjii,  that  ho  wa:i  oppostnl  to  the  whole  ^y9Ie[ll  of 
I  isviiiiig  Treasury  notes,  and  that  he  could  not  vote  for  this 
hill,  niilesx  Wm  vote  wnn  ii<-cessnry  to  save  it.  But  bow  was 
it  with  the  Senator  from  New  !lanip:-hiro  ?  Notwith^l^nd- 
'  ing  he  had  worked  like  a  beaver,  (laiisbior,)  session  arter 
I  6cs*!ion,  to  procure  the  pasjinge  of  'J'reasury  noieit,  he  waa 
I  now  found,  even  when  Ibe  country  was  suHuriiig,  embar- 
rassing the  pasyaje  of  this  bill." 

Now,  (said  Mr.  B.,)  the  words  attributed  to  Mr. 
Clny  in  the  amendment  are  these:  **  Carry  out  the 
principles  of  the  compromise  act.  Look  to  revenue 
alone  for  the  support  of  Gorcrnmcnt.  Do  not  raise 
the  question  ofprotecHon,  xchick  1  hoped  had  been  put 
to  reit.  There  is  no  necesiityfor  prelection.^*  And 
the  words  used  in  l!ie  speech  are  these:  **  Carrif 
out  the  spirit  of  the  compromise  act.  Look  lo  revenue 
alone  for  the  support  of  Government.  Do  not  raise 
the  question  of  protection,  which  I  hail  hoped  had  been 
put  to  rest.  There  is  710  necessity  cf  protection,  for 
protection.'*  Here,  liioy  stand  side  by  side,  with 
the  langunge  almost  the  same,  and  certainly  the 
ideas  conveyed  are  identical.  Jf  he  had  seen  the 
National  Intellijencer  before  oflering  ilic  amei:d- 
mctii,  he  would  have  copied  it  verbatim  from  that 
paper,  because  all  that  is  contained  in  tliconecaii 
be  found  in  the  other,  the  greater  part  of  it  being 
word  for  word  and  syllable  fi»r  syllable.  *'  Carry 
out  the  spirit  of  ihe  compromise  act,"  said  Mr. 
Clay.  Now,  where  i.s  the  difference  between  car- 
rying out  the  **  spirit**  and  the  *^  principles'*  oC 
that  act,  as  he  had  it  in  his  quotation  }  **  Look 
to  revenue  «/o?te  for  the  supnortof  Government," 
occurs  in  both  extracts.  What  does  Mr.  Clay 
mean  by  thi.<«  declaration,  unless  it  be  that,  in 
framing  a  tariff  bill,  you  should  look  to  revenue 
alone  7  This  is  all  that  the  most  zealous  oppo- 
nent of  the  pretcciive  policy  ever  contended  for. 
Even  the  ultra  advocates  of  the  doctrine  of  free 
trade  ask  for  no  more.  "  Do  not  raise  the  ques- 
tion of  protection,  which  I  had  hoped  imd  been 
put  10  rest."  A  correct  quotation  from  both. 
Wiiat  did  Mr.  Clay  mean  by  saying  that  lio 
'*  iioped  the  question  of  protection  had  been  put 
to  rest?"  The  only  ijiferencc  that  can  be  drawn 
from  ihe  declaration  is,  that,  like  the  seniimenl 
uttered  by  his  friend  and  compeer,  Daniel  Web- 
ster, when,  in  old  Faneuil  Hall  herself,  the  cradle 
of  American  liberty,  he  declared  that  the  "na- 
tional bank  wns  now  an  obsolete  idea."  So  Mr. 
Clay  couid  but  have  meant  ilint  protection  wns 
but  ait  *' obsolete  idea,"  a  humbug  that  lind  had 
its  day,  and,  like  all  other  humbugs,  died — "had 
been  put  to  rest."  The  last  clause  of  ihe  quota- 
tion avers  that  there  "  i.n  no  necessity  of  protec- 
tion, for  protection."  Where  is  the  difference 
between  liie  two — "no  necessity  of  protection," 
and  "  no  necessity  of  protection, yi;r  protection  ?" 
None  whatever;  the  v/ords"  for  protection"  being 
mere  tautology,  conveying  no  separate  thought. 
What  is  the  idea  eoui^ht  to  be  conveyed  here, 
unless  it  be  that  a  tariff  law,  framed  with  a  view 
to  "  revenue  alone,"  will  of  itself  afford  a  suffi- 
cient protection  lo  all  manufacturers — to  Amcri- 
ca'n  industry.' 

Having  said  this  much,  he  would  leave  it  to 
the  House  and  lo  the  country  to  decide  witether 
he  had  not  su^iluincd  his  dcciaraliona  relative  to 
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Mr.  Clay  having  used  the  sentiments  entire,  and 
almost  Iho  very  words  which  he  had  attributed 
to  him;  and  wliether  a  "forgery"  had  been  com- 
mitted, as  alleged  by  the  gcniluman  from  Ken- 
tucky. He  did  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  in 
the  least  implicating  the  honor  or  the  veracity  of 
that  honorable  member;  it  only  went  to  show  that 
he  had  been  mistaken  as  to  the  sentiments  uttered 
by  his  friend;  he  did  not,  by  any  me^ns,  vouch 
for  this  extract  being  nn  expression  of  the  honest 
■entiments  of  Mr.  Clay's  heart,  but  had  no  doubt 
that  it  .was  a  mere  gull  trap,  like  liis  Bronson  and 
Merriwether  letters,  designed  to  delude  the  op- 
jionents  of  the  protective  policy  in  the  South,  and 
flatter  them  into  his  support  for  the  Presidency 
in  1844,  whilst  his  friends  in  the  North  could 
read  his  thousand  declarations  in  favor  of  what 
he  so  often  termed  his  "darling  child" — the 
American  system.  Noris  his  vacillation  alone 
confined  to  this  question;  but  it  can  be  shown  by 
his  own  speeches  that  he  has  been  for  and  against 
almost  every  great  question  which  has  agitated 
the  people  (or  the  last  thirty  years;  at  one  time 
the  bold  and  de^eralined  enemy  of  a  national  bank; 
at  another  its  friend  and/eed  attorney, and  advo- 
cate upon  the  floor  of  the.Senate;  once  eulogizing 
masonry;  again,  declaring  that  it  was  for  the  mere 
gratification  of  an  idle  curiosity  that  he  became  a 
member  of  that  fraternity:  a  political  weather- 
cock, veering  to  all  points  of  the  compass  in 
order  to  fill  his  sail  with  the  popular  breeze  that 
might,  perchance,  waft  him  into  the  Presidency. 

Mr.  B.  thanked  the  House  for'  their  courtesy 
in  permitting  him  to  make  these  remarks,  which 
he  deemed  personal  to  himself. 

Mr.  B.,in  conclusion,  hoped  those  papers  that 
had  published  a  notice  of  the  transactions  of  the 
House  on  the  introduction  of  his  amendment, 
would  now,  as  an  act  of  justice  to  him,  publish 
these  remarks.  The  facts  were  now  before  the 
country,  and  he  was  willing  that  the  country 
should  judge. 

Mr.  WHITE  said  he  would  thank  the  gentle- 
man from  Indiana  to  send  him  the  papers  from 
which  he  had  read. 

Mr.  BROWN  complied. 

The  SPEAKER  observed,  that  if  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  proposed  to  address  the 
House,  it  would  require  general  consent. 

Mr.  WHITE  said  he  submitted  it  to  the  House 
whether  he  was  not  entitled  to  have  an  opportu- 
nity of  replying  to  the  gentleman  from  Indiana? 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  called  for  the  orders 
of  the  day.  He  had  several  reports  to  make  re- 
lating to  important  matters,  and  he  hoped  the 
time  was  not  to  be  consumed  by  a  debate  wholly 
irrelevant  to  the  business  before  the  House. 

Mr.  WHITE  repeated  that  he  thought  it  but 
an  act  of  justice  that  whs  done  to  himself  that  the 
House  should  permit  him  to  reply  to  the  gentle- 
man, after  what  had  been  said. 

Mr. THOMPSON  said  he  hoped  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  would  be  allowed  to  make  an 
explanation. 

Mr.  WHITE  moved  that  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended to  allow  him  to  make  an  explanation  in 
reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Indiana. 

Mr.  M.  BROWN  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered;  and  being  4aken,  resulted — 
yeas  128,  imys  34. 

So  the  ruli-s  were  suspended. 

Mr.  WH ITE  said  he  was  very  thankful  for  the 
courtesy  extended  to  him  by  a  majority  of  the 
House,  in  allowing  him  to  make  an  expl  ination. 
He  intended  tuconnnchiniselfto  the  points  in  issue; 
und  he  must  be  permitted  to  say  to  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana  that,  in  presenting  this  subject  this 
morning,  he  hud  treated  him  with  much  discour- 
tesy. The  gentleman  had  ]>ondered  over  the  con- 
troversy between  them  fur  some  days,  and  had 
been  collecting  evidence  In  establish  not  only  his 
own  vindication,  but,  as  the  gentleman  seemed  to 
suppose,  his  condemnalian.  He  could  tell  the 
gentleman,  and  ihe  House,  and  the  world,  that, on 
all  occasions  where  veracity  and  honor  were  con- 
cerned, he  was  always  armed  and  ready  to  vin- 
dicate himself  from  nil  assaults,  let  them  come 
from  what  source  they  might;  and,  on  this  occa- 
sion, he  was  not  only  ready  to  vindicate  himself 
as  a  man  of  truth,  but  he  would  leave  the  gentle- 
roan  in  such  a  position  as  his  worstencmy  would  j 
scarcely  desire  for  him.  He  would  reiterate  every 
word,  every  line,  every  syllable,  that  he  had  re- 
peated on  a  former  day  in  relation  to  this  contro- 


versy. He  repeated,  that  the  words  used  in  the 
resolution  were  fictitious;  and  this  he  would  prove 
by  the  very  record  which  the  gentleman  had  pro- 
duced. 

Now,  with  all  these  admonitions  to  the  gentle- 
man— with  all  this  time  for  examination,  we  find 
him  rising  this  morning,  and  deliberately  pre- 
senting the  same  resolution  that  he  presented  on 
a  former  occasion.  He  would  not  say  that  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana  had  been  governed  in 
this  matter  by  any  intention  to  commit  forgery  or 
falsehood;  it  only  showed  the  extent  to  which 
party  zeal  and  party  madness  could  be  carried, 
or  that  it  ha(^  resulted  from  obtuseness  of  intel- 
lect; one  or  the  other  of  these  conclusions  was 
inevitable.  Let  him  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  record,  to  sec  how  the  fact  stood. 
For  his  part,  he  never  hail  wanted  to  see  the  rec- 
ord, or  any  speerh  of  Mr.  Clay,  to  pri>nounce 
upon  the  authenticity  of  such  a  paper  as  this  was. 
He  was  so  well  acqnninied  with  the  history  of 
Mr.  Clay's  whole  pulitical  life,  that  he  was  pre- 
pared at  once,  without  reference  to  the  record,  to 
E renounce  the  extract  quoted  in  the  resolution  to 
e  a  forgery.  Now,  what  was  the  language  of 
the  resolution?  It  was  that  this  House  approve 
of  the  sentiments  of  Henry  Clay  expressed  in  his 
speech  at  the  extra  session  of  Congress  of  1841, 
as  follows: 

"  Carry  out  tlip  prinriplet  of  ihe  coinpminiae  net ;  look 
to  revenue  ulotitf  for  Itio  ijuppori  <il'  tlic  GovvrnmRiit.  Do 
not  raiMe  ttie  quemlon  urprottiction,  whicli  I  hud  hopvd  lind 
bccii  put  to  rest.    There  u  iiu  iieceKsiiy  tor  protection.'* 

That  was  the  resolution.  Now,  where  was  the 
forgery?  The  gentleman  said  that  the  resolution 
was  taken  'from  a  speech  of  Mr.  Clay,  and  was 
the  precise  language  used. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Indiana.  I  did  not  say  that 
it  contained  the  precise  language  of  Mr.  Clay.  I 
said  that  it  cnniained  the  Siime  seniime.its. 

Mr.  WHITE  said  he  would  take  the  gentle- 
man's correction;  and  would  proceed  to  show  that 
the  resolution  did  not  contain  the  same  sentiment 
tha't  was  found  in  the  record  of  Mr.  Clay's  speech. 
There  was  no  roan  fit  to  have  a  seat  on  that  floor; 
no  man  fit  to  have  a  seat  in  a  jury  box,  and  no 
man  fit  to  be  without  the  walls  of  a  lunatic  osy- 
lum,  but  who  would  recognize  this  resolution  as 
a  forgery.  What  constituted  a  forgery  ?  It  was 
changing  a  material  principle  in  a  papir,  either 
by  adding  words  to  it  or  taking  words  from  it. 
Now,  (here  was  no  such  sentiment  in  the  speech 
of  Mr.  Clay  as  was  contained  in  the  words,  "there 
was  no  necessity  for  protection."  In  that  sen- 
tence Ihe  word  "  of  "  was  changed  into  "for," 
and  two  other  words  ("  for  proiection")  were 
left  out,  after  stopping  at  a  comma.  Was  it  not 
an  established  principle  that  the  less  truth  was 
the  greater  fuisfhood  ?  The  language  of  Mr.  Cby 
was  this:  "  There  was  no  necessity  of  protection, 
for  protection."  Such  were  the  words  used  by 
Mr.  CIny ;  and  were  the  gentleman  from  Indiana, 
and  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  behind  him,  so 
obtuse  in  their  understandings  as  not  to  perceive 
that  the  leaving  out  the  words  "  for  protection," 
and  the  substitution  of  the  preposition  "  for"in- 
stead  of  "  of  "  changed  the  sense  ? 

Mr.  HOUSTON  rose  and  inquired  if  the  gen- 
tleman referred  to  him  ?       , 

Mr.  WHITE  said  he  did;  but  not  in  an  offens- 
ive sense.  He  saw  the  gentleman  smile,  and 
therefore  referred  to  him.  He  meant  no  disrespect 
to  the  gentleman. 

Mr.  HOU^STON  expressed  himself  as  satisfied 
with  the  gentleman's  explanation.  He  did  not 
correctly  hear  what  he  said;  and  for  that  reason 
asked  him  what  he  said. 

Mr.  WHITE  continued.  _Now,  he  had  denied 
upon  a  former  occasion,  as  he  denied  now,  lliat 
Mr.  Clay  ever  in  his  life  said  there  was  ho  neces- 
sity for  protection.  This  was  the  ground  that  he 
took  then,  and  took  now.     But  to  understand  This 

?uestion  better,  he  would  call  the  attention  of  the 
louse  to  the  debate  in  which  this  speech  of  Mr. 
Cla^  was  made.  It  was  not  on  a  question  of 
protection  or  of  revenue,  but  on  that  of  the  pub- 
lic lands;  and  Mr.  Clay  was  speaking  in  reply  to 
Mr.  Woodbury,  who  was  pressing  an  amend- 
ment to  the  bill  then  pendiii:;,  to  pledge  the  pub- 
lic lands  for  the  support  of  the  Government.  He 
would  appeal  to  the  gentleman  from  Indiana 
himself,  if  it  was  just  to  refer  to  any  cursory  re- 
marks of  Mr.  Clay  on  such  an  occasion,  for  the 
purpose  of  showing  his  sentiments  on  a  great 


political  question  i  It  would  be  seen  that  it  wu 
a  short  running  debate,  in  which  the  rcmarki  sf 
Mr.  Clay  were  made,  and  that  neither  of  thtsc 
gentlemen  wrole  out  their  remarks  for  themsclfes. 
He  asked  The  sttention  of  the  gentleman  from  In- 
diana to  these  circumstances,  because  he  raid 
that  he  could  not  comprehend  what  Mr.  Chf 
meant  by  saying  that  he  would  look  to  rcvenae 
alone  for  the  support  of  the  Government,  if  h« 
did  not  mean  that  he  was  against  protectioii.  He 
could  tell  the  gentleman  what  Mr.  Clay  meant. 
He  was  replying  to  the  argument  of  Mr.  Wood- 
BVRT  who  was  urging  an  amendment  to  ple<l;;e 
the  public  lands  for  the  support  of  Government; 
and  it  was  because  he  was  opposed  to  pleil;inK 
the  lands  for  that  purpose  that  he  said  he  would 
look  to  anything  but  revenue  for  the  support  of 
Government.  He  would  ask  the  gentleman  if  he 
had  read  the  whole  of  that  speech,  and  if  it  was 
not  due  to  truth  and  justice  to  compere  the  dif- 
ferent parts  with  each  other,  to  ascertain  the 
sp'iaker'j  meaning?  This  would  have  been  the 
course  that  truth  and  justice  demanded.  Could 
it  be  that  party  zeal  had  so  blinded  the  genllenuui, 
that,  in  pretending  to  give  the  language  of  Mr. 
Clay,  he  thought  he  had  a  right  to  stop  at  > 
comma,  in  the  midst  of  a  sentence, and  Inreou 
the  words  necessary  to  complete  the  sense.' 

He  would  noV  call  the  attention  of  the  Home 
to  a  very  short  sentence  in  the  same  speech,  ex- 
planatory of  what  Mr.  Clay  meant,  and  which 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana  could  have  seen,  bad 
he  given  to  that  speech  an  impattial  examination. 
[Here  Mr.  W.  read  an  extract  from  Mr.  Clajr'i 
speech  on  that  occasion.]  If  the  gentleman  had 
read  this,  (continued  Mr.  W.,)  he  could  nothsTe 
shut  his  eyes  to  what  waa  Mr.  Clay's  neanin; 
in  the  sentence  he  quoted.  He  could  not  ian 
misunderstood  what  Mr.  Clay  meant  by  saying 
that  he  would  look  to  revenue  alone  for  die 
support  of  the  Government.  Having  made  diii 
explanation,  he  repeated  a^ain,  on  nia  ownte- 
sponsibihty,  that  the  resolution  contained  a  false- 
hood and  a  forgery;  and  he  believed  that  there 
were  not  twelve  honest  and  intelligent  mea  io 
the  country  who  would  not,  on  their  oaths,  de- 
clare it  ta  be  so.  After  a  few  more  reroarkafrom 
•Mr.  W., 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Indiana,  said  he  wo'old  be; 
leave  to  ask  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  what 
Mr.  Clay  meant  by  saying:  "  do  not  raise  the 
question  of  proteiftion  ;1ie  had  had  hoped  that 
that  question  had  l>cen  put  to  rest  ?" 

Mr.  WHITE  replied,  that  if  the  gentleman 
would  turn  to  the  speech  of  Mr.  Clay,  in  1840, 
written  out  by  himself,  he  would  find  what  wai 
meant  by  saying  that  he  considered  protecti«» 
for  protection's  sake  unnecessary;  that  if  a  larilT 
to  raise  money  enough  to  supply  the  wants  of 
Government  were  passed,  it  would  give  ail  tlit 
necessary  proiection. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Indiana,  would  ask  the  ges- 
tleman  if  when  speaking  of  falsehood  and  forgery, 
he  meant  in  make  any  charge  against  him? 

Mr.  WHITE  said  he  did  not  allude  to  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana  as  having  committed  a 
for:;ery  or  falsehood;  but  the  paper  was  not  the 
less  a  forgery  and  falsehood,  no  matter  who  mide 
it.  Hcdid  not  charge  the  gentleman  erimiasllf. 
He  would  not  go  back  and  enter  into  any  contro- 
versy with  the  gentleman  on  the  subject  of  Mr. 
Clay's  ri'Intions  with  the  Bank  of  the  Uniird 
Staicf;  but  he  must  say  to  him  that  he  had  Mti 
an  expression  in  relation  to  Mr.  Clay  that  cauid 
never  be  vindicated.  The  gentleman  had  charsfd 
Mr.  Clay  with  being  the  feed  counsel  of  the 
United  States  Bank  in  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Indiana.  I  charg<^d  him  with 
beiii^  the  feed  counsel  of  the  bank,  and  itsadio- 
cate  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  WHlTEexpressed  himself  graufied  at  the 
gentleman's  explanation;  and,  after  a  few  taoie 
remarks,  resumed  his  seat. 

AMErtDMENT  OF  THE  RULES. 

Mr.  STEENROD  obtained  the  floor,  and  «• 

Crcssed  the  opinion  that  the  debate  should  be 
rought  to  a  close.  He  rose  to  ask  the  general 
consent  of  the  House  for  him  to  offer  a  resoiu- 
tion,  the  same  in  substance  with  one  that  had 
been  offered  a  few  weeks  ago.  Mr.  S.  then  read 
the  resolution,  as  follows: 
RaattU,  That  tlic  followiag  be  added  to  the  i 
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rillw  of  the  House;  Immrtltntely  nn  Ihe  Sjioaker'a  tnking 
tlip  cliiiir,  ench  inontiiiff,  ilnMy'lork  slnll  |>r<K'oi'il  to  call  the 
roll  of  tile  House,  mill  uliiill  thereupon  enter  upon  the  Jour- 
nal the  nnnicAuf  the  ineiiiherH  who  are  present  i  nUo,  the 
names  of  those  who  are  absent. 

The  resolution  being  objected  to, 
Mr.  STEENROD  moved  to  suspend  the  rules; 
but  the  motion  was  lost  without  a  division. 

ENGRAVING  OF  MAPS. 

The  SPE.\KER  announced  the  bu.sincss  next 
in  order  to  be  the  unfinished  business  of  yestcr- 
llay,  on  the  resolution  reported  by  the  Commit-  j 
tec  on  Engraving;  to  print  fifteen  hundred  copies 
of  a  map  sent  to  Congress  by  the  Surgeon  Gen- 
erdl,  accompanyins;  a  report  illustrating  the  the- 
ory of  storms.  The  pending  question  was  on 
agreeing  to  the  resolution. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays,  and  they  were  ordered;  and  being  taken, 
resulted — yeas  88,  nays  70. 

So  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

WABASH  AND   ERIE  CANAL. 

The  SPEAKER  then  called  for  reports  from 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND,  from  that  committee, 
reported  back  to  the  House  a  variety  of  memo- 
rials on  the  subject  of  the  enlargement  of  the 
Wabash  and  Erie  canal,  from  whose  further  con- 
sideration he  moved  that  the  commiilec  be  dis- 
charged, and  that<hey  be  laid  upon  the*<ablc. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  requested  the  gcnllemnn  to 
allow  them  to  go  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
having  in  charge  a  bill  on  that  subject. 

Mr.  OWEN  moved  their  reference  to  a  select 
committee  of  five  members. 

Some  conversation  and  explanations  enined,  in 
which  Mr.  SAMPLE,  Mr.  McCLERNAND, 
Mr.  OWEN,  Mr.  WRIGHT,  of  Indiana,  and 
others  took  part. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  at  length  intimated  that 
he  was  willing  to  withdraw  the  motion  to  lay  on 
the  table  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Sample,  to  give 
that  gcntlctnan  an  0|iportunity  to  make  some 
statements  on  this  subject,  on  condition  that  he 
would  renew  it. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  rose  to  a  question  of  order. 
The  gentleman  had  made  his  motion  as  part  of 
his  report  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
and  therefore  he  had  no  control  of  it. 

Mr.  ADAMS  called  for  a  division  of  theques- 
tinii;  and,  being  divided,  the  question  was  first 
taken  on  dischai-gins;  the  coniniiitee  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  memorials. 

Upon  the  next  branch  of  the  rceoluiion,  viz:  to 
lay  the  linemurials  upon  the  table,  a  division  was 
called,  and  the  votesbeing  counted  by  the  Speak- 
er, there  were — ayes  51,  noes  37;  no  quorum 
voting. 

Tellers  were  then  demanded  and  ordered. 

Messrs.  Griknell  and  C.  Johnson  were  ap- 

fiointed,  who  reported — ayes  GH,  noes  40;  being 
ess  than  a  quorum. 

A  second  count  was  demanded; and  there  were 
.^nyes  60,  noes  CG. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  negatived. 

Mr.  OWEN  moved  that  so  many  of  the  me- 
morials reported  back  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  as  referred  to  a  grant  of  lands  for 
the  extension  of  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal  to 
Kvansville,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee  of 
five.  He  would  not,  on  this  occasion,  deiiiin  the 
House  over  five  minutes.  He  know  well  thai, 
on  loejtl  matters  such  as  this,  ar.d  especially  on 
a  mere  question  of  reference,  the  House  would 
be  impatient  underany  lengthened  remarks.  Yet 
this  he  would  say:  that  the  subject  embraced  in 
the  memorials  which  he  had  moved  to  have  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee,  was  one  of  very  deep 
interest  to  a  large  portion  of  the  State  of  Indiana, 
and  which  formed  the  subject  of  a  joint  resolu- 
tion of  that  Stale  at  the  last  session  of  her  Legis- 
lature. The  object  was  to  obluin  a  grant  of  liinda 
in  aid  of  the  completion  of  the  Waliash  and  Erie 
canal  to  Evnnsvilie.  But,  in  regard  to  this  matter, 
there  were  two  interests — two  rival  interests — in 
the  Stale;  the  one  in  favor  of  completing  the  na- 
tional thoroughfare  from  the  canal  to  the  Ohio, 
by  way  of  the  river  Wabash;  the  other  in  favor 
of  completing  it  by  way  of  the  canal,  as  in  these 
memorials  proposed.  Of  these  two  interests,  the 
one  (the  river  interest)  had  a  bill  in  the  House; 
ihe  other  (the  canal  interest)  had  not  been  able  to 
obtain  a  bill  from  a  standing  committee.  For  that 


reason,  he  propo^d  that  the  canal  memorials 
should  go  to  a  select  committee.  He  would  not 
now  trouble  the  House  with  any  argument  as  to 
the  merits  of  either;  this  was  not  the  proper  time 
for  such  argument.  All  he  asked  (and  that  he 
did  ask  asa  matter  of  common  justice)  was,  that, 
as  the  one  interest  had  a  bill  in  the  House,  the 
other  should  be  permitted  to  have  one  also.  If, 
when  the  bills  came  up,  the  House  decided  in 
favor  of  the  river  bill,  In  preference  to  the  canal, 
80  be  it;  the  friends  of  the  canal  would  acquiesce, 
but  they  wanted  fair  play.  The  gentleman  from 
Illinois  [Mr.  McClernand]  has  said  that  the 
minority  on  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  has 
been  suffered  to  make  a  report.  That  was  true. 
But  the  gentleman  well  knew  that  uo  minority  nf 
a  committee  could  report  a  bill;  and  it  wasabill, 
not  a  mere  report,  the  friends  of  tliecaiial  waiiicd. 
The  only  mode  in  which  they  could  obtain  this 
was  through  a  select  committee;  and  that,  he 
trusted,  would  not  be  refused  to  them. 

On  this  motion  Mr.  HUDSON  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

The  votes  being  counted  by  the  Speaker,  there 
were — ayes  63,  noes  33 — not  a  quorum. 

Tellers  were  appointed;  and,  having  counted 
the  votes,  they  reported — ayes  77,  noes  40. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

THE  TARIFF. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  then  moved  that  the  rules 
be  suspended  for  the  purpose  of  going  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  with  a  view  of  taking  up  the  tariff  bill. 

On  this  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  or- 
dered. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  moved  a  call  of  ihe  House; 
which  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  taken,  and  resulted — 
yeas  85,  nays  87;  as  follows: 

YEAS— .Mesiim.  Atkinson,  James  A.  Dlnrk,  Illaekvvell, 
Bnivlin,  Cnyil,  Jaeoti  Itriiikerlioir,  Uiirke.  Itiirt.'Uenlieii 
Clinpiimii,  AiljjiHtils  A.  Chapman,  t'liappell.  t.'olili,  t 'tiles, 
rms:!.  rTilJIotii,  Daniel,  John  \V.  Davis,  Dillinghnin,  Droiii- 
goitle,  Ouneaii,  Fiekliii,  French,  Iliile.  Ilaniinerr.  Ilnralrtoii, 
llerriek.  Ilopklim.  Houston,  Hiihard,  lliiplies,  Hilniterront, 
James  It.  Iluiii,  Jnme^on,  CuveJoliiisoii,  .Aiiilrew  Johii.-iin, 
Georse  \V.  Jones,  Anilreiv  Keiilierly,  Preston  KiiiK,  I.-l- 
bniiiehe,  Lefiiiaril,  Lucas,  Lyon,  McCanslcn,  Macloy.  Me 
t'leniHiiiI,  Mct'onnell,  McDowell,  iMcKay,  Muriiliy.  Nor- 
ris.Owen.  I'.iyiie.  I'etlit,  Emery  l>.  Poller.  I'unly,  ILillit'iin, 
DaviiJ  S.  Rejil,  Rediiia,  Helfe,  Khetl,  Uoberls,  'Kotiiiisoii, 
St.  John,  Siiiipsiiii,  Sliilell,  Thomas  Smith,  Itohen  Sintlh, 
Spenee,  Steenroil,  Slet^nn,  Stiles,  Stone,  ':^ykes,  Tnylor, 
Thompson,  Tihlial'ts,  Tucker,  Weller,  VVi-iilworth,  Wheat- 
ton.  VVooilward,  ami  Joseph  A.  Wriittil— 86. 

NA  Yd — .Messrs.  Alilioit,  Adams,  Anderson.  Ashe.  Raker, 
narrinfer,  Hariiard,  Uidlaek.  Itrengle,  nrodhead,  Milton 
llrowii,  Jeremiah  Itrown,  ltutnii:;lon,  ("ary,  Carroll,  Catliii, 
l^ailiiin.  t.'hilton,  ('lincll,  Clllnsman.  Cotiatiier,  Craiistii.i, 
Dana,  Darniitli.  Garrett  I)avls,  Deilet,  Dickey,  Diekiiisoti, 
F^Mis,  Elmer,  Farlee.  Fish,  Fool,  tjiildings,  llyrain  Green, 
Griniiell,  Gnder,  Ilarilin,  Harper,  Hays.  Iloge.  Iluhliell, 
Hudson.  Charh-s  J.  Iii:>ersoll,  Joseph  It.  Iiigersoll,  irvin, 
Jeiiks,  Perley  It.  Johnson.  Jidiii  P.  Kennedy,  Kirkpairick, 
.McClellnnd.  Mcllvaine,  Marsh,  Bilwnrd  J.  Morris,  Morse, 
Moselev,  Ncs,  Parlnenler,  Pallerson.  Peyton,  Pllffinix, 
Pratt,  Preston,  Itain.'ey.  Charles  M-  Itceil,  Hitter,  Rockwell, 
Rodney,  Rogers,  f?aniple,  Seheiick.  Senlrr,  i^everaiice, 
David  I.  Seymour,  .millions,  John  'P.  .Siniih,  Oaleh  H.  Smith, 
John  yiewarl,  Tildeii,  Tyler,  Vance.  Vinton,  Welllercd, 
While,  Williams,  Wiiithr'op,  and  William  Wright— 87. 

So  the  rules  were  not  suspended. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  offerc.l  the  following 
rcsiilution,and  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  to  re- 
ceive il: 

Rcwtrc'l,  That  the  hill  to  modify  anil  amend  the  act  en 
titled  '■  All  aei  to  proviile  revenue  from  imports,"  (No.  '213, 
first  session  Twi!nty-Ei^lilh  (.'oHKress,)  liir  made  tlie  special 
order  of  the  day  lor  Ule  last  Tuesday  of  December  next. 

Mr.  THO.MPSON  moved  a  call  of  the  House. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  roll  was  called;  and  one  hundred  and  sev- 
enty members  answered  to  their  names. 

The  absentees  having  been  called,  it  was  as- 
ceriained  that  one  hundred  and  eighty  members 
wefc  present. 

The  SPEAKER  directed  the  officers  of  the 
House  to  close  the  doors. 

Mr.C.  J.  INGERSOLL  moved  to  suspend  all 
further  proceedings  under  the  call. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to — ayes  78,  noes  58. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  hoped  the  House 
would  indulge  him  by  suspending  the  rules  to  re- 
ceive the  reports  of  the  Klanding  committees. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  there  was  a  motion 
to  suspend  the  rules  pending. 

Mr.  RHETT  asked  if  that  resolution  required 
a  vole  of  two  thirds? 


The  SPEAKER  replied  that  it  would  require 
a  majority  of  two  thirds  to  make  a  special  order. 

Mr.  J.'  R.  INGERSOLL  here  modified  hi.s 
resolution,  so  as  to  make  it  a  postponement  of 
the  tariff  bill  till  the  last  Tuesday  of  December 
next,  instead  of  making  it  a  special  order  for  that 
day. 

Mr.  WHITE  called  for  the  rending  of  the  res- 
olution ns  it  was  modified. 

The  resolution  was  read. 

Mr.  WHITE  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  this  was  a  motion 
to  su.spend  the  rules,  for  the  purpose  of  offering 
a  lesolution  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  a 
particular  subject;  and  now  he  would  suggest  to 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  that  it  was  a 
million  to  su.ipend  the  rules  for  the  purpose  of 
moving  a  pnslponemenl  of  a  subject  which  w.as 
not  now  before  the  House;  and  therefore  the 
Chair  would  feel  bound  lodccidesuch  molioi)  of 
postponement  to  be  out  nf  order. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  was  understood  then 
to  wiihdiaw  the  modification  of  his  motion. 
■  The  question  recurred  on  the  motion  to  sus- 
pend the  rules,  for  the  purpose  of  offering  the 
original  resolution;  on.which  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  ordered . 

The  question  was  taken,  and  there  were — 
yeas  147,  nays  26;  as  follows: 

Vn.VS— .Messrs.  Abbott,  Adams,  Ashe,  Atkinson.  Rnkcr, 
narniiger,  Itamard,  Ridlack,  James  Itlnek,  HInckwell. 
Boyd,  llreiiftle,  Jacob  UrinkerhoIT,  Rroilhead,  Jeremiah 
Itrown,  Miltnii  Itrown,  Rutfinutoii,  Iturke,  Biirl,  Gary, 
(;arroll,Gausiii,  Reuben  Chapmiin,  Allttustlls  A. (Jhapinaii, 
Chapiiell,  Chillon.tJIineh,  Cliiiginan, Clinton, Cobb, (;nles, 
Collainer,  Cross,  Cilllom,  Dana,  Darrnsh,  John  W.  Davis, 
Deberry,  DelliM,  Dickey,  Dillinitliam.  Dromcoolc.  Diinlap, 
Ellis,  Elmer,  Farlee,  Ficklin,  Fish.  Foot,  French,  Giddiiifts, 
Byrani  Green,  Grinnell.  Griiler,  llali'*,  Hanimeii,  Haralson, 
linrdin,  Harper,  Hays,  Herrick,  Holmes,  Hopkins,  Houston, 
Hiitiaril,  Hnbhell,  Hudson,  Hughes,  Hungerford,  Jnuies  I). 
Hiiiil,  t'liarles  J.  Initersoll,  Jose|>h  R.  lni!er!.oll,  Irviii, 
Jeiiks,  Andrew  Johnson,  C'ave  Johnson,  Perley  B.  Joliiison, 
George  VV.  Joints,  John  P.  Kennedy,  Kirkpairick,  La- 
hranelie.  Lewis,  Lucas,  Mct-auslen,  Maelay.  McClernnnd, 
Mcrniinell,  MellvHine,  .McKay,  Marsh,  Edward  J.  Morris, 
!\1orse,  Moseley,  Ncs,  Newloii,  Norris,  Owen,  i'arnienter, 
Pallerson,  Payne,  PhiBnix,  Emery  D.  Potter,  Preston,  Ram- 
sey, RaUibiin,  Charles  M.  Reed,  Reding,  Relic,  Itheit,  Ru- 
ler,Roberts.  Robinson,  Rockwell,  Roilney,  Rorters,  Sample, 
Seiienek,  Severance.  David  L.  Seymour,  Simpson.  Slidell, 
t-.ileh  II.  Smith,  John  T.  .«iiiith,"  Robert  Smith,  Thomas 
Smilh,  Sjience,  Slccnroil,  .Stetson",  Stiles.  Strong,  Sum- 
mers, Sykes,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Tibbatts.  Tildcn,  Tvler, 
Viiiloii.  Weller,  Wenlworlh,  Wethered.  VVheaton,  VVil- 
tinnis,  Winthrop,  Woodward,  Joseph  A.Wriuhl,  and  Yost 
—  147. 

N.AYS— Messrs.  Anderson,  James  A.  Rtack,  Bowlin, 
William  J.  Brown,  Catlin,  Cranston,  Daniel,  I9ean,  Dick- 
inson, Henley,  Hoge,  Preston  Kiiie,  Leonard,  Lyon,  Mc- 
Dowell, Murphy,  I'ettit,  Peyton,  Piirdy,  David  S.  Reid,  St. 
Joliii,  Sitiiter,  Simons,  John  Stewart,  Tucker,  White,  and 
William. Wright— 26. 

So  the  rules  were  suspended 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  then  offered  his  reso- 
lution, to  make  the  tariff  bill  the  special  order  for 
the  last  Tuesday  in  December. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  moved  to  amend  the  res- 
olution by  sinking  out  "the  last  Tuesday  of 
December, "and  inserting  the  words  "  to-morrow 
at  twelve  o'clock.'' 

On  this  motion  the  previous  question  was 
moved ,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  demanded  in  vari- 
ous parts  of  the  House. 

Mr.  WHITE  inquired  if  the  pending  motion 
would  require  a 'majority  of  two  thirds? 

The  SPEAKER  was  of  opinion  that  a  major- 
ity was  sufficient  to  carry  the  amendment. 

Mr.  WHITE  inquired  what  majority  would 
be  required  to  adopt  the  resolution,  if  it  were 
amended  as  proposed? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  a  vote  of  two 
thirds  would  be  required. 

The  previous  question  was  then  sustained, and 
the  yeas  and  nays  ordered  on  the  amendment; 
and,  being  taken,  resulted — yeas  90,  nays  92;  as 
follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Anderson,  Atkinson,  James  A.  Blaclt, 
RIaekwell,  Bowlin,  Boyd,  Jacob  Briiikerhotl',  VMIIiam  J. 
Brown,  Burke,  Run,  Catlin,  Reul>en  Chapman,  AiigusiiiB 
A.  Cliapnmn,  Chappell,  Clinton,  Cobb,  tjoles,  Cross,  Ciit- 
Inni,  Daniel,  John  VV.  Davis,  Dean,  Dromgonle,  niiiicaii, 
Diinbip,  Elmer,  Ficklin,  Hale,  Haintnett,  Harnlson,  Henley, 
Merrick,  Holmes,  lloge,  Hopkins,  Houston,  Hubard, 
Hughes,  Hungerford,  James  U.  Hum,  Jameson,  Cave  Joliii- 
son, Andrew  Johnson,  George  W.  Jones,  Andrew  Kennedy, 
Preston  King,  L'abranche,  Leonard,  Lewis,  I. liens,  Lyon, 
IMcC'ausIen,  Moclay,  McClelland, McClernand,  McDowell, 
McKay,  Murpliv,  Norris,  Owen,  Payne,  I'ettit,  Emery  D. 
Poller,  Piirdy,  'itathbuii,  David  S.  Reid.  Rediilg,  lielfc, 
Rlicit,  Roberts,  Rotnnson, Simpson,  SlidelljThnnias  Sinilh, 
Robert  Smilh,  Spencc,  Stcenrod,  Stetson,  Stiles,  Stone, 
Strong,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Tibbatts,  Tucker,  Weller, 
VVeuiwoilh,  Woodward,  aaii  Jiuicpta  A.  VViiglil— 90. 
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KA VS— MHSf>ra.  Abbott,  Adnnn,  Aslic,  Dakcr,  narrinjrcr, 
Bnriinnl,  flidlnck,  Jniiir>s  Blick,  nreii<;tc,  Broilhcad.  Miltoit 
ltrn\vn,irrcinlDh  Itrowii,  niitriii;;inn,Cary,  (.'arntll,<*nii$in| 
Cbilioii,    Clinch,    rniigiiisni,  Collnmrr,  ('rntistoii,  Dana, 
Uarrasiit  iaiirrcu  Davis,  Dcburry,  IK'Ilei)  Dirkey,  Dickin- 
son, Dillin^Itani.  Ellii}.  Farlcc.  i-i^li,   Font,  1-Vcncli,  Gid- 
flinc-i,   Uymin    Green,  Grliinoll,  GrldiT,   llurdini   (iDrpt'r, 
Hayii,  Hublwll,  (IndtfOii:,  Ottartcii  J.  Insursnll,  Joseph  It.  In- 
f^Tsoll,  Irvin,  Ji'ukSf  Pi*rley  R.  JohnMin,  John  I*.  Kt-niiedy, 
Kirkpairick,  Mollvainf,  Marsh,  Edward  J.  MorrU,  Mor^^c, 
Mthfcloy,    Nc«,    Ni'Wton,   Parnicnicr,  Paitt;n'nM,  rcyinn, 
,   Phiniiif,  Trait,  Presmn,  Ramsey,  Charlcti  M.  Kecd,  Uiiicr, 
Itockwi-ll,  iUMlm-y,  RdgiTK.  iSt.  Jidni,  Sample,  Scltcnck, 
gentcr,  Severan'-"     '        *  I*.  Seymour^  BiiimnDj  John  T. 
Smith,  C'uieb  U.  ^......,f  ..itdrew  Stewart,  John  Stewart, 

Suuitnir*,  Sykfs,  Tildcn,Tylcr,  Vinlnii,WetlM*n'd,  VVlii;a- 
ton.  VV  tite,  William^',  Wiiithrop,  William  VVrigUt,  and 
Yo.it— 92. 

So  the  atnrndment  was  negatived. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  original  res- 
olution; on  which  the  yeas  and  nay.s  werconiered; 
and  being  t^en  resulted — yeas  tii3,  nays  lUO;  as 
follows: 

YEAS— Mcwr*.  Abbott,  Adams,  Itakcr,  Barrincer,  Bar- 
nard, Oidlack,  Jnmcs  DIack.  Brcngic,  llrodliead,  Milton 
Bniwn,  Jeremiah  Brown,  nulIinsion,Cnry,C'nrndKC:iii.''in, 
Ohilton,  Clinch,  Clin^man,  Collamer,  Cranitton,  Unna, 
Diirra^h,  Garrelt  Oavi:i,  Deberry,  Delict.  Dickey.  Dillinj;- 
liam,  Ellt4,  Farlec,  Fi»h,  Fimi,  French.  Gidding.-t,  Grinnell, 
Grtder,  Hardin,  Harper,  llay^,  llubbcti,  Hudson.  Charles 
J.  JnE[prsnll,  Joseph  R.  IneerMill,  Irvin,  Jenkd,  Perley  U. 
Jnlm«(m,John  P.  Keiincdy,Kirkp:itriek,Menvalne.Miir!>b, 
Edward  J.  Moni:*,  Morse,' Mosclcy,  Ncs.Neivion,  Panncu- 
ter,  Paltcr^on,  Plitrnix,  Presion,  ilamio'y,  ClinrleiiM.  Keed, 
ItitttT,  Rockwell,  llodney,  Kogen",  fiainpio,  Schenek,  Seii- 
itT,  Severaneo,  David  l».  (^irymour,  Joiin  T.  Smith,  Caleb 
II.  Smiiti,  Andrrw  Stewart,  Sumnieri*,  Tilden,  Tyler, 
Vance, -VitMon,  VVuiliin*d,  Whcnton,  Wiltioius,  VViutliropi 
William  Wright,  and  Yost— 63. 

NAYii— MeHiTfl.  Anden«nfi,  Atkinson,  Jamoi  A.  Rlnck, 
BInckwell,  Rnwlin,  Itoyd,  Jacob  UnnktirhofT,  W^ilham  J. 
Brown,  Burke.  Run,  Catlin,  Reulren  (Chapman.  AnguMtntf  A. 
Cliapman,  I'hnppell,  Clinton,  Col>h,  Colc«,  Cross,  Cnllom, 
Dnniel,  John  W.  Dnvis.  Denn,  Diekinsim,  Dnnijlns,  Drotn- 

ffH>le,Duncnn,  Duubip, Elmer.  Ficklin,  Bymm  Green,  Hale, 
lanimett,  llHnilifon,  llrnley,  llcrrick.  n»»!mes«,  Uoge,  Hop- 
ltini«,  Uouttion,  llubard,  Hngh«^,  lltinserford,  Janica  ft, 
llunt,  Jamcdon,('ave  Johitiinn,  Aiidrow  Johnson,  George  W. 
Jones,  Andrew  Kennedy,  Pres-ton  Kiiia.  Lnbranche,  Leon- 
ard. Lewis,  Lucas,  Lyori,Mc('aiislen,Maelay,Mi.'CleItand, 
McOternand,  McConnctl,  McDowell,  McKay,  Murpliy, 
Norris.Owen, Payne.  Pettil,  Pe vion,  Eincrv  D.  Poller,  Pmtl, 
I»urdy,  Rattdmn,  David  H-  Uitid,  Ridtnp,Reir",nhcll,  Rob- 
erto.  Robinson,  St.  Jnhn,Sinio:ii!i,Hinip»>nn,SlrilelJ,1'hnma9 
Smith,  Robert  Smith,  Ppencc,  Steenrod,  Sleif<on,  John 
Stfwart,  Stih>s,  Stone,  Strong,  Sykex,  Tavlor,  Tholnpttou, 
Tiblmiu,  Tucker,  Weller,  W^ntworth,  White,  Woodward, 
And  JoMph  A.  Wright- 100. 

So  the  resolution  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INOERSOLL  said,  if  the  morning 
hour  had  not  expired,  he  hoped  that  reports  from 
CommKtees  would  be  received. 

Mr,  ftitcKAY  asked  the  indulgence  of  the 
House,  in  order  to  make  some  disposition  of  the 
tariff  bill.  It  would  be  recollected  that,  some 
days  ago,  he  gave  notice  that  he  would  renew  tho 
motion  to  go  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
each  successive  day,  uniih  ihe  House  decided 
whether  they  would  set  upon  the  bill  or  not.  He 
believed,  by  the  vote  which  had  just  been  taken, 
that  a  majority  was  determined  that  action  should 
be  had  upon  it,  and  he  believed  that  a  majority 
was  in  favor  of  its  passage.  They  differed,  how- 
ever, as  to  the  time  when  it  should  be  taken  up. 
Some  desired  its  postponement  until  Monday 
next;  and,  in  a&pirit  of  compromise,  he  proposed 
that  it  be  made  the  special  order  fur  Monday 
next;  and  he  appealed  to  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  to  coincide  with  him  in  fixing  that  day.  He 
moved  a  suspension  of  (he  rules,  to  enable  him 
to  offer  a  resolution  for  that  purpose,  which  is  as 
follows: 

Rcioleed.  That  bill  No.  213,  to  modify  and  amend  the  act 
entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  revenue  fiom  im|>orta,  and  to 
change  and  modify  cxi»ting  law.i  imposing  duties  on  im- 
norti>,  and  for  otlier  purposes,"  approv'd  3Uth  Au^ti:«t,  1840, 
be  the  special  order  of  ihe  day,  on  and  alter  Monday  next, 
tlie  I'lth  instant,  to  take  pri:cedcnco  of  nil  uitier  husincss 
until  the  »anie  »hall  be  finally  diitposed  of  by  Uie  House. 

On  this  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  WHITE  intimated  his  acquiescence  in 
the  proposition.  He  was  perfectly  ready  for  the 
issue. 

The  yens  and  nays  were  then  taken,  and  re- 
sulted— yeas  101,  nays  76;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Anderson.  Ashe,  Atkinson,  James  A. 
DIack,  niackwetl,  Uowlin,  iMyd,  Jacob  Uhukerlmfr,  Wil- 
liam J.  Brown,  Burke,  Burt,  Cary,CaUin,  Reuben  Chapman, 
Augustus  A. Ghapmau.C'happell,(;iinlon,Cobb,CoI«8,  Cran- 
ston, Cross,  Cullom,  John  W.  Davis,  Dean,- Dickinson,  Dil- 
lingham, Douglas,  Dromgoflle,  Dunran,  Ellis.  Elmer,  Farlee, 
Hate,  Uammett,  JIarali>on,  lierrick.  Holmes,  lloge,  Hop- 
kins, noUston,  llubard,  ilubbell,  Hughes,  Hungerford. 
James  U.  Hunt,  Jame.«(m,  Cnvc  Julinsoit,  Andrew  Johnson, 
Oenrps  W.  Jones,  Andrew  Kpnncdy,  Preston  King,  Leon- 
ard, Lewis,  Lucas,  Lyon,  McCauslen,  Maclay,  McClelland, 
UcCleniaud,McCouuell,A1cDtfwell,McKay,Murphy,Nor- 
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ri.'jOivpn,  Pajnc,  Pe> Inn, Emery  O.  Potter, Preslon. Piirily, 
I  Rnlhliun,  Diiviil  S.  r>riil.  Rcdiiis,  Rein-.  Rlirit,  RoImtIh, 
I  UoliioKnt).  St.  John,  Diivid  K.  Scyin'tur,  Siniont:,  dimp^nn, 
I  Sliili;!!, 'l*llonias  Smith,  Itohcrt  t^livtll,  S(»oitce.  dteunrni), 
Sirti^ori,  Stilus,  Stoire,  S>  kc?,  Taylor,  'l*l|oiiip»oii.  1'iti- 
'  britls,  Tucker,  Wiilcr,  \Venttvoriii.  Whcaton,  White, 
j  VVnnilwnrtl,  nnd  Joseph  A.  Wright— 101. 

NAYS— Mfspr.*.  Abbott,  Ail.iin<i,  Itaker,  Rnrrin^er,  Bnr- 
I  nani,  Uiillnck,  James  Bluek,  Brengic,  UrodheuU,  Milfnn 
I  Brown,  Jeremiah  llrnwti,  (;itrroll,  Caustii,  (/billon.  Clinch, 
Clingmiin.  Collamer,  l>nnn.  Darragli,  Garrett  Duvi.i,  De. 
Itcrry.  Dickey,  Fisfh,  Foot,  Freiieli.  Gid*litii;«,  GriiliM-,  Har- 
din. llar[K>r,  ll.iyi*,  llndson,  Charles  J.  [ti^rsntl,  Irvin, 
Jeiik«,  Ferluy  U.  Johnson,  John  P.  Kennedy,  Kirkpatriek, 
Mcllvaiiie,  Marsb,  Utltvard  J.  Alorrii),  Morse,  Mn.^(Tlcy, 
Nes,  Neivton,  Parmcnter,  Pralt,  Ramsey,  Charles  M.  Reed, 
Hitter.  Rockwell.  Rodney,  Rogers,  Sample,  Scheiiek,Sen- 
tt-r,  Severance,  Snmtners,  Tilden.  Tyler.  Vance,  Vinton, 
Wctlicrcd,  William  Wright,  oiid  Voil—'O. 

There  not  being  two  thirds  in  the  affirmative, 
the  itilcs  were  not  susper.dcil. 

Mr.  TIBBATTS  asked  what  was  the  next  or- 
der of  business .' 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  reports  from  tho 
standing  corotnittecs  were  in  order. 

Mr.  BURT,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, reported  a  bill  to  provide  for  Ihe  purchase 
and  distribution  of  n  certain  number  of  copies  of 
Gordon's  Digest  of  the  Laws  of  the  United  States; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  referred. 

Mr.  CROSS,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sol- 
omon Journey,  assignee  oflluniphrey  Richings; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  referred. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Indiana,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs 
of  John  Hart,  deceased ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  referred. 

Mr.  HUDSON,  from  tho  Committee  on  Man- 
ufactures, made  a  report  on  the  subject  of  the 
tariff;  which  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr!  WHITE  sold  he  wished  to  make  a  mo- 
lion  10"  print  an  additional  number  of  copies  of 
that  report;  but  the  motion  was  objected  to,  ond 
not  received. 

Mr.  HUGHES,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Aflairs,  reported  two  bills  for  the  relief  of  Isaac 
S.  Kctchem;  which  was  read  f.vice,  and  referred. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  a  bill  for  ihe  relief  of  Henry  S.  Cum- 
mayor;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred. 

Mr.  IRVIN,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Afluirs,  reported  a  bill  for  tberolief  of  Josephine 
Noursc;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred. 

Mr.  ATKINSON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  from  the  Senate 
with  amendments. 

Mr.  MURPHY,  from  the  same  committee, 
made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  memorial  of 
Captain  William  L.  Hudson  and  others;  which 
was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL,  from  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  carry  into 
effect  the  convention  between  the  United  States 
an'd  the  Republic  of  Peru;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  referred. 

Mr.  I.,  from  the  same  committee^  made  a  re- 
port on  the  subject  of  commercial  intercourse  with 
the  Republic  of  Hayti;  also  an  adverse  report  on 
the  memorial  of  Horatio  Sprague. 

Mr,  I.,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  a 
bill  providing  indemnity  for  the  owners  of  the 
Spanish  schooner  Amistad;  which  was  read 
twice,  iHtd  referred. 

Mr.  I.,  from  the  same  committee,  made  a  rc- 

gorl  on  a  communication  from  the  Department  of 
tiite  on  the  subject  of  the  bill  respecting  the  re- 
ciprocity treaty  with  Portugal;  and  saiifthat  he 
had  been  requeslfed  by  the  Department  of  State 
to  move  for  the  early  consideration  of  that  bill. 
He  therefore  gave  notice  that  he  should  lake  the 
earliest  opportunity  of  making  the  motion.    • 

The  SPEA  KER  here  announced  that  tbe  morn- 
ing hour  had  expired. 

RHODE  ISLAND  REVOLUTION. 

Tlie  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  an  ex- 
ecutive communication,  bcingan  answer  from  the 
President  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  23d  of  March  last,  in  relation  to 
the  affairs  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  and  tbe 
interference  of  the  President  therein  during  the 
struggle  for  a  new  constitution. 

M:.  BURKE  moved  its  reference  to  the  select 


I  committee  which  has  been  hitherto  appointed  on 
that  subject. 

Mr.  WINTHROP  remarked  llmt  ihcmMion 
of  the  gentleman  from  New  Ilamiisfiire  tliil  not 
embrace  tbe  printiiij;  of  the  mcsragc;  he  ilictc- 
forc  hoped  it  would  be  rend. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  moved  the  previous  qu^'siinn. 

After  some  coRvcr.s.ttion,  in  which  Mr.  WIN- 
THROP, Mr.  HOLMES, and  otherf . took  pnrl. 

The  Clerk  renil  the  mcEsage.as'follows: 

To  Ihe  Howe  of  Rfpresentalirtt: 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  IIouk 
of  Representatives  of  the  23d  March  last  reqaut- 
ing  the  President  to  lay  before  the  Houac— 

" The  nuiliority  and  tnic  copies  of  ali-rerin^sisanjaii* 
pliealiims  npon  which  he  deemed  it  bis  dtliy  to  aitertne 
with  tliu  naval  and  military  forces  of  the  United  Staii^i.on 
Uic  occasion  of  the  recent  attempt  of  ibe  people  of  tUs^j 
Island  to  eslahhsh  a  free  eonstitnlioa  in  plj-tcc  nf  ilie  olij 
charter  government  of  that  State ;  also,  cofiies  of  dm  in- 
strneiions  to,  and  statemenu  of.  the  charter  eoniiaiMosfTi 
sent  to  biin  by  tbe  llreo  esii^tintt  auUio  iiics  of  tlie  :juif  uf 
Rhode  Island  ;  also,  copies  of  the  correspondence  briirct-a 
the  Execntive  rif  the  United  Stales  ami  tlie  cliaritrpfi-- 
crnment  of  the  Slate  of  Rhode  l>land,  and  all  tho  papcn 
and  docnnieiils  connected  with  the  same ;  also,  eoiiie^  d( 
the  correspondence,  if  any,  between  tlie  heads  of  t)r|ni|. 
nients  and  said  charter  sovemment.  or  any  person  or  prf ■ 
sons  ciiiineeted  with  the  said  irovernmcn;,  ami  of  soy 
.iceonipanyjiit:  pni»ers  and  rioeuuienl"  ;  nlMi.  cniiiHof  all 
orders  issued  by  the  Exeriiiive  of  the  United  .**lains,  orsny 
of  the  Oepartmeiils,  to  military  oflicers,  f<irtlte  inornB''nt 
or  employment  of  troo|is  In  or  in  Rhode  Ulaiid ;  alMt,  cu|ie-i 
of  all  ordl;fs  to  naval  officers  to  prepare  steam  or  mli^r 
vessels  ot  the  United  States  for  senrice  in  the  waiers  nf 
Itliode  Island ;  also,  cofiies  of  all  orders  to  oflicers  orrrrr- 
nue  cntlers  for  the  same  service :  also  eoptes  of  an?  in- 
•triiclions  borne  by  tlie  Secretary  of  War  to  Rlside  l*laml. 
on  his  visit,  in  1842,  to  review  the  troops  of  tlie  rlianer 
government;  al*o.  copies  of  any  order  or  orderstnaaTodi- 
ccr  or  oflieen  of  tbe  Army  or  Nsvy  to  report  tliemwlmta 
the  charter  soverimtent ;  and  that  lie  be  rci)tie>trd  lo  liy 
before  this  lloiisc  copies  of  any  oilier  papi-rs  or  doctimrBH 
in  the  iKisscssion  of  tlie  Execulive,  connected  tt'itli  tliiJ 
subject,  not  above  r pecially  enumerated  ;*' 

— I  have  lo  inform  the  House  that  the  ExeeniiK 
did  not  deem  it  his  "  duty  to  interfere  wliK  ihe 
naval  and  military  forces  of  the  United  States," 
in  ihe  late  disturbances  in  Rhode  Island,  thai  no 
orders  were  issued  by  the  Executive,  or  onyfif 
the  Departments,  to  military  officers, for  the  mote- 
ment  or  eniplnyment  of  troops  to  or  in  Rbodt 
I&land,  other  than  lliose  accompanying  ihiamet- 
sage,  and  which  contemplated  the  strengthenin* 
of  the  garrison  at  Fort  Adnnns,  which,  conaider- 
ing  the  extent  of  ihe  agitation  in  Rhode  Isianil, 
was  esteemed  .necessary  and  judicious;  that  no 
orders  were  issued  to  naval  officers  lo  prtpaic 
steam  or  other  vessels  of  the  United  Siaiea  for 
service  in  the  waters  of  Rhode  Island;  thai  no 
orders  were  issued  "  to  the  officers  of  the  rcvrnue 
cutters  for  said  service;"  that  no  inslructiona 
were  borne  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  PJiode 
Island,  on  his  visit  in  1843,  to  rericw  tie  hocft  t( 
the  chartar  goventmtnt;  and  that  no  orders  wen 
given  to  any  officer  or  officers  6f  the  Army  ot 
Navy  to  report  themselves  to  the  ehttrter  govern- 
ment.  "  Requests  and  applications"  weretnaile 
to  the  Executive  to  fulfill  the  guaranties  of  ilie 
Constitution  which  irjipose  on  the  Federal  Got- 
crnment  the  obligation  to  protectand  defeiideadt 
State  of  the  Union  osainst  "  domestic  violetKO 
and  foreign  invasion;"  but  ihe  Executive  wasat 
no  time  convinced  that  the  earns  federis  had  arisen 
which  required  the  interposition  of  the  military  or 
naval  power  in  the  controverav  which  unhappilf 
existed  between  the  people  of^  Rhode  Island.  I 
was  in  no  manner  prevented  from  so  ictcrferini:, 
by  the  inquiry  whether  Rhode  Island  existed  at 
an  independent  State  of  the  Union  under  A  char- 
ter granted  at  an  early  pcriotl  by  the  Crown  of 
Grct.t  Britain,  or  not. 

It  was  enough  for  the  Executive  to  know  tliat 
she  was  recognized  as  n  sovereign  State  by  Great 
Britain  by  the  treaty  of  l'(?3;  that,  at  a  laierdar, 
she  had,  in  common  with  her  sister  States,  pouaJ 
out  her  blood,  and  freely  expended  her  tresstire, 
in  the  war  of  the  Revolution;  that  she  waa  a 
party  to  the  Articles  of  Confederation;  that,  at  an 
afterday,sheodopted  the  Constitution  of  the  Cni-- 
tcd  States  as  a  free,  independent,  and  rcpoblican 
State;  and  that  in  that  character  she  has  slwari 

gossessed  her  full  quota  of  representation  in  IM 
onate  and  House  of  Representatives;  and  upw 
a  recent  day,  she  has  conducted  all  her  domeatie 
affairs  and  fulfilled  all  tier  obli^tiona  as  a  meD- 
ber  of  ihe  Union,  in  peace  and  in  war,  under hef 
cAarfer  government,  as  it  is  denominaleJ  byiM 
resolution  of  the  House  of  the  23<1  Much. 
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I  must  be  permitted  to  disclaim  entirely  and 
unqualifiedly  the  right  on  the  part  of  the  Execu- 
tive to  make  any  real  or  supposed  dcfccla,  exist- 
ing ill  any  State  constitution  or  form  of  govern- 
ment, the  pretext  for  a  failure  to  enforce  the  laws 
or  the  guaranties  of  the  Coiistitulion  of  the  United 
Stales  in  reference  to  any  such  State.  I  utterly 
repudiate  the  idea,  in  terms  as  emphatic  as  I  can 
employ,  that  I,h05e  laws  are  not  to  be  enforced, 
or  guaranties  complied  with',  because  the  Presi- 
dent maybelieve  that  the  rightof  sunVage.orany 
other  great  popular  right,  is  either  too  restricted 
or  too  broadly  enlarged.  I  also,  with  equal 
Btrength,  resist  the  idea  that  it  falls  within  the 
Kxecutive  compete'ncy  to  decide  in  controversies 
of  the  nature  of  that  which  existed  in  llliudc 
Island,  on  which  side  the  majority  of  the  people 
may  be,  or  as  to  the  extent  of  the  rights  of  a 
mere  numerical  majority.  For  the  Executive  to 
assume  such  a  power,  would  be  to  assume  a  power 
of  the  most  dangerous  character.  Under  such 
assumptions,  the  States  of  this  Union  would  have 
no  security  for  peace  or  tranquillity,  but  might 
be  converted  into  the  mere  instruments  of  Exec- 
utive will.  Actuated  by  selfish  purposes,  he 
might  become  the  great  agitator,  fomenting  as- 
saults upon  the  State  constitutions,  and  declaring 
the  majority  of  to-day  to  be  the  minority  of  to- 
morrow; and  the  minority,  in  its  turn,  the  ma- 
jority, before  whose  decree.s  the  esiablished  order 
of  things  in  the  Slate  should  be  subverted.  Rev- 
olution, civil  commotion,  and  bloodshed,  would 
b6  the  inevitable  consequences.  The  provision 
in  the  Constitution  intended  for  the  security  of 
the  Stales,  would  thus  be  turned  into  the  instru- 
ment of  their  destruction.  The  President  would 
become,  in  fact,  the  great  coNSTiTnxioN-MAKKR 
for  the  Slates,  and  all  power  would  be  vested  in 
his  hands. 

When,  therefore,  the  Governor  of  Rhode  Isl- 
and, by  his  letter  of  the  4th  April,  1842,  made  a 
requisition  upon  the  Executive  for  aid  to  put 
down  the  late  disturbances,  I  had  no  hesitation 
in  recognizing  the  obligations  of  the  Exncutive to 
furnish  such  aid,  upon  the  occurrence  of  the  con- 
tingency provided  for  by  the  Constitution  and 
laws.  My  letter  of  the  11th  April,  in  reply  to 
the  Governor's  letter  of  the  4th,  is  herewith  com- 
municated, together  with  all  the  correspondence 
^'liich  passed  at  a  subsequent  day,  and  iho  letters 
and  documents  mentioned  in  the  schedule  here- 
tinlo  annexed.  From  thcTcorrespondence  between 
the  Executive  of  the  United  Slates  and  that  of 
Rhode  Island,  it  will  not  escape  observation,  that, 
while  I  regarded  it  as  my  duty  to  announce  the 
principles  by  which  I  should  govern  myself,  in 
the  contingency  of  an  armed  inlerposilioii  on  ilic 
part  of  this  Government  being  necessary  to  up- 
hold the  rights  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  and 
to  preserve  iis  domestic  peace,  yet  that  the  ttiong 
hope  would  be  indulged  and  expressed,  that  all 
the  difficulties  would  disappear  before  an  enlight- 
ened policy  of  conciliation  and  compromise.  In 
that  spirii,  I  addressed  to  Governor  King  the 
letter  of  the  7lh  May,'  1842,  marked  private  and 
confidential,  and  received  hi.s  reply  of  the  I'Jth 
May,  of  the  same  year.  The  de.siic  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive was,  from  the  beginning,  to  bring  the 
dispute  to  a  termination  without  the  interposition 
of  the  military  power  of  the  United  Stales;  and 
it  will  continue  to  be  a  subject  of  self-consratu- 
Intion  that  this  leading  object  of  policy  was  finally 
nccompllshcd.  The  Executive  resisted  all  e!i- 
treaties,  however  urgent,  to  depart  from  this  line 
of  conduct.  Information  from  private  sources 
had  led  the  Executive  to  conclude  that  little  else 
wns  designed  by  Mr.  Dorr  and  his  adherent;!  tlmn 
mere  menace,  wiih  a  view  to  intiiniiiatinn;  nor 
was  this  opinion  in  any  degree  shaken,  until  the 
29d  of  June,  1842,  when  it  was  stmngly  repie- 
sciited,  from  reliable  sources — as  will  be  seen  by 
reference  to  the  documents  herewith  communi- 
cated— that  preparations  were  making  by  Mr. 
Dorr,  with  a  large  force,  in  arms,  to  invade  life 
State,  which  force  had  been  recruited  in  the 
neighboring  States,  and  was  already  preceded  by 
the  collection  of  military  stores  in  considerable 
quanliiies  at  one  or  two  poims.  This  wns  a  slate 
of  things  to  which  the  Executive  could  not  be 
indiflercnl.  Mr.  Dorr  speedily  afterwards  look 
up  his  headquarters  at  Chepaciicl,  and  assumed 
the  command  of  what  was  reported  to  be  a  large 
force,  drawn  cliielly  from  voluntary  cnlislinenls 
made  in  neighboring  States. 


The  Executive  could  with  difficulty  bringitself 
to  realize  the  fact  that  the  citizens  of  other  States 
hf^jl  forgotten  their  duty  to  themselves  and  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  entered 
into  the  highly  reprehensible  and  indefensible 
course  of  interfering  so  far  in  the  concerns  of  a 
sister  State,  as  to  have  entered  into  plans  of  in- 
vasion, conquest,  and  revolution;  but  the  Exec- 
utive felt  it  to  be  its  duty  to  look  ipinulely  into 
the  matter,  and  therefore  the  Secretary  of  War 
was  dispatched  to  Rhode  Island* with  instruc- 
tions, a  copy  of  which  are  herewith  transmitted, 
and  was  authorized,  should  a  requisition  be  made 
upon  the  Executive,  by  theGovernment  of  Rhode 
Island,  in  pursuance  of  law,  and  the  invaders 
should  not  abandon  their  purpose,  to  call  upon 
the  Governors  of  Massachusetlsand  Conueclicut 
for  a  sufficient  number  of  militia  at  once  to  crush 
the  invasion,  and  to  interpose  such  of  the  regular 
troops  as  could  be  spared  from  Fort  Adams  for 
the  defense  of  the  city  of  Providence,  in' the  event 
of  its  being  attacked, as  was  strongly  represented 
to  be  in  conlemplation.  Happily  there  was  no 
necessity  for  either  issuing  the  proclamaiion  or 
requisition, or  for  removing  the  troops  from  Fort 
Adams,  where  they  had  been  properly  stationed. 
Chepachet  was  evacuated,  and  Mr.  Dorr's  troops 
dispersed,  without  the  necessity  of  the  interposi- 
tion of  any  military  force  by  this  Government; 
thus  confirming  me  in  my  early  impressions  that 
nothing  more  had  been  designed  from  the  first, 
by  those  associated  with  Mr.  Dorr,  ihan  to  ex- 
cite fear  and  apprehension,  and  thereby  to  obtain 
concessions  from  the  constituted  authorities, 
which  might  be  claimed  as  a  triumph  over  the 
existing  government. 

With  the  dispersion  of  Mr.  Dorr's  troops, 
ended  all  the  difficulties.  A  convention  was 
shortly  afterwards  called,  by  due  course  of  law, 
to  amend  the  fundamental  law,  and  a  new  con- 
siiiution,  based  on  more  liberal  principles  than 
that  abrogated,  was  proposed  and  adopted  by  the 
people.  Thus  the  great  Americon  experiniLMitof 
change  in  government,  under  the  influence  of  opin- 
ion, and  not  of  force,  has  been  again  crowned 
with  success,  and  the  Slate  and  people  of  Rhode 
Island  repose  in  safety  under  institutions  of  their 
own  adoption,  unterrified  by  any  future  prospect 
of  necceunry  chn*i*^p,  and  9^" "-'linnt  domes- 
tic violence  or  invasion  iVum  abroad.  I  c<i..^:-.*.t- 
ulate  the  country  upon  so  happy  a  termination 
of  a  condition  of  things  which  seemed  atone  time 
seriously  to  threaten  thii  publis  peace.  It  may 
Justly  be  regarded  as  worihy  of  the  age  and  of 
the  country  in  which  we  live. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

AVasiiin-gtov,  ^pril  8,  1844. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  withdrew  his  call  for  the  pre- 
vious-question,  and  believing  that  no  good  pur- 
pose wool  I  be  eil'ected  by  referring  the  message 
10  the  sekn  committee,  he  moved  that  it  bo  laid 
on  the  table  and  printed. 

Mr.  nUllKE  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  and 
they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  HOLMES  wished  a  division  of  the  ques- 
tion, so  that.the  vote  could  be  taken  first  on  lay- 
ing on  the  table,  and  next  on  the  printing. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  inquired  if  this  mess.ige  wos 
in  reply  to  a  resolution  reported  from  the  select 
committee;  and,  on  being  answered  in  the  affirm- 
ative, he  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  HOL.MES  renewed  it;  for,  he  observed, 
he  wanted  a  condemnation  of  the  whole  Rhode 
Island  scheme. 

The  SPEAKER  then  put  the  question  on  tlie 
first  branch  of  the  motion — to  lay  on  the  table, 
(a  division  having  beeh  ordered,)  and  the  ques- 
tion was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  resulted — 
yens  66,  nays  77. 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  on  the  table. 

The  message  was  then,  by  consent,  ordered 
to  be  printed,  and  was  referred  to  the  Select  com- 
mittee. 

Several  executive  communications  were  laid 
before  the  House. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


The  following  petiiionf,  prcnenied  to  dfiy,  were  banded  to 
the  rcportcru  hy  the  lucilibers  pro^feiitilig  iIif-iii  : 

Dy  .Mr.  U'lllHIlT,  of  ludiaii:!:  The  peUlion  of  Allien  G. 
ITutton  .-iml  niiiely-nigbt  oilier^.  citiziMiH  of  Tnrk  and  1^1 
imiii  coilnljoi,  Iiiiliniia,  askiii**  tiilll  lliu  (joVRfniiKMit  winlld 
urunt  to  llic  State  of  Itidiana  th(!  vacant  laiiilH  lyiiis  <n  the 
Viliceiiiit'it  land  dislncl,  Indiana,  for  the  |uirpo»t;  of  con- 
Uuutng  Ibe  Wsba^jh  aud  flhu  canal  I'roui  'i'cnu  lluulc,  In- 


diana, lo  Evansvilje,  on  tlit*  Ohio  river;  which  was  re- 
ftrred  to  ihe  Cominillei^  on  I'ublic  Land^. 

.Alftn,  ilif>  petition  of  Jolin  IIavcii!«  and  forty-nine  orlient, 
citizens  of  I'ark  and  Putnam  cnunticti,  on  the  same  Hnbjecl ; 
wliich  wn^  rolVrri'd  lo  thi!  fniiic  coniiuillr>e. 

By  .Mr.  BAKER:  'J'iie  iiietiiorial  of  James  VV.  Crooks 
and  one  hniHlrPd  and  ihrtc  othors.  nml  of  William  It.  Cal- 
houn and  fcvciily-lhnie  other.*,  citizens  of  the  county  of 
llampdnn,  !MaK.sachusetu,  praying  for  an  inquiry  in  relatioH 
to  Hlleg<!d  destruetioti  and  waste  of  the  public  ;iroperiy  at 
the  Springfield  armorv. 

By  Mr.  UAIl.\LSON:  Thi!  pplitinn  of  the  volunteer 
com  panics  of  the  Diiilrictorf'fduiiibin.  praying  tu  be  oreati-- 
izcd  into  n  separate  corps,  dii>tinc.  ..  .  •  tntlilia  ;  which 

was  referred  lo  the  Cnniinittcc  on  iIil-  Militia. 

Mr.  TIBBATTrf  withdrew  llie  petition  and  papers  filed 
on  behalf  of  the  widow  of  Andrew  Lewis,  ducf-ni^ed,  lalo 
an  olficer-of  the  United  Stales  Army,  prayini:  to  be  reim- 
bursed the  costs  and  clnirsesof  a  suit  instituted  against  hint 
for  rnsponsibiljiv  incurred  bv  him  in  his  oirioial-rapaeily. 

liy  Mr.  Mtnti'll  V  :  The  pelilion  of  Catharine  Itemscn, 
widow  of  Garret  itenisen,  R  revolutionary  soldier,  lor  a 
pension;  which  was  referred  lo  the  Commillcc  on  Revolu- 
lionary  rensions. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Aaron  Lenox,  for  n  pension,  hy  rea- 
son of  the  disability  received  in  the  action  between  the 
frigates  United  Slates  and  Macedonia  ;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Coniinillee  on  Naval  Allairs. 

Ily  Mr.  iSTI-itVAHT.  of  jV'nnsylvania  :  Five  mcmoriaft, 
signed  by  a  g.-eal  nuniber  of  Ihe  citizens  of  Pennsylvania, 
of  all  polilieal  panitjj'J,  beseeehing  Congress  not  to  iulerfel  ) 
Willi  llie  existing  inr'iir,  which,  ihey  allege,  is  rapidly  rr- 
BloriiiR  Ihe  national  prosperity  and  a  sound  currency  by  the 
imporialtun  of  specie  from  abroad. 

Also,  the  petition  and  doeuiniMiLsof  Ltierelia  llayniakei ; 
wliieh  were  referred  to  the  Conimiltee  on  Itevolulionarf 
Claims. 

By  Mr.  IIALK  :  The  petition  of  Hamiiel  Spinney  anj 
sixty-liiree  others,  citizens  of  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire, 
praying  the  passage  of  a  law  forbidding  the  sale  of  spiriious 
liquor  in  the  Capitol,  or  oilier  buildings  belonging  lo  lbs 
United  Slates  ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Ituildintrs  and  Grounds. 

By  Mr.  FICKLIN  ;  The  pclilion  of  John  M  Biirnclt  nntl 
a  number  ofoibers.eitizens  of  Coles  county,  Illinois,  pray- 
ing llie  establishment  of  a  post  route  from  (Charleston,  by 
way  of  .Mndrell's  Point.  0.iklnnd  post  office,  Daniel's  Mill, 
and  New  Albany, to  Urbanna,  in  t;immpnigii  county;  which 
was  referred  lo  the  Comuiiltce  on  the  Post  OlFicc  and  Post 
Roads. 

By  Mr.  ItAMSF.Y  :  The  proceedings  of  a  public  ineelin^ 
of  the  citizens  of  Pine  Grove,  Schuylkill  eounly,  Peunsyl- 
vani:i,  at  which  John  A.  Bechlel  presided,  earnestly  remon- 
strating against  any  interference  wuli  the  iiiritTof  1810. 

Also,  Ihe  petition  of  John  Barr,  Isaac  Harvey,  and  eighty 
others,  citizens  of  Schuylkill  coiiiily,  J'ennsylvanin,  pro- 
testing against  any  interference  Willi  the  inrilf  of  lH4i. 

v\lso,  the  petition  of  Roland  Kline,  Joltn  G.  Martin,  and 
twenty-six  others,  citizens  of  Schuylkill  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, of  a  like  import. 

Also,  the  petition  of  John  P.  IjCebrick,  John  Shannon, 
and  eighty  others,  eilizcns  of  Dauphin  county,  Peimsylva- 
iiia,  of  a  like  import. 

By  Mr.  M  ACLAY  :  The  petition  of  William  Durrell,  of 
the  City  of  New  York,  for  the  remission  of  a  fine  imposed 
under  the  alien  and  sedition  law  ;  which  was  referred  lo 
the  Coininitlee  on  the  Judiciary. 

By  Mr.  J.  BIllNKEllllOFF  :  The  petition  of  citizens  of 
Riehlanil  county,  Ohio,  praying  for  the  occupation  of  Ore- 
gon ;  which  was  referred  to'  the  Coiumillce  on  Territories. 

Bv  Mr.  IIOGE:  The  petition  of  Basil  J  iick  and  Jonathan 
D.  Winters  and  two  hundred  and  eighty  nine  others,  ciu- 
^ens  of  the  county  of  Jo  Daviess,  Slate  of  Illinois,  praying 
the  passage  of  a  law  providing  for  the  sale  of  the  reserved 
mineral  lands  of  the  (■'overnnient  u[ion  the  same  terms  and 
under  the  same  regulations  as  other  public  laads ;  whictl 
was  laid  on  tin;  table. 

By  Mr.  WEI'IIERP.l) :  The  petition  of  J.  McCrone,  Ja- 
cob Munn,  and  one  hundred  and  twooibers,  citizens  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Avaton,  Baltiniore  county,  Maryland, 
eariieslly  praying  Congress  to  abstain  from  all  legislation 
on  the  subject  of  the  liirilf. 

By  Mr.  BLACK  WELL:  The  memorial  ofTlioniasTowns, 
asking  pay  for  property  taken  from  him  during  Ibe  revolii- 
lionary  war  by  a  presij-nmslcr  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
Slates. 

By  Mr.  DODGR,  of  Wisconsin  :  The  pclilion  of  II.  Lnd- 
ingum  and  ninety-lwo  others,  citizens  of  Wi!-ennsin,  n.»-k 
ing  the  cslablishmeni  of  a  mail  route  from  Milwaukee,  in 
the  Tcrrilorv  of  Wisconsin,  to  Saint  Mary's  po>t  ollice,  iii 
Ihe  town  of  Greenfield  ;  from  sold  office  to  the  outlet  of 
Little  Lake,  in  the  town  of  .Mnskego ;  from  Ihe  town  of 
Muskego  lo  Great  Bend,  (so  culled.)  on  Fox  river;  from 
thence  through  Ibe  northerly  part  of  the  town  of  Roeliestcr, 
Racine  eounly.  to  'J'roy,  Walworth  county  ;  from  Troy  to 
Elkhorn;  from  Elkhorii  lo  Delevan ;  from  Delavan  to  Be. 
loit.  Rock  eounly,  in  said  "t'crrilory;  which  was  referred 
Iti  the  Conimiltee  on  the  Posl  OlTiee  and  Post  Roads. 

By  Mr.  TIIOJIPSON  :  The  pclilion  of  J  II  lloncock, 
f*)r  confirmation  of  certain  lands  located  by  virtue  of  nii  act 
of  Congress  in  his  behalf ;  which  was  referred  to  ihc  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

By  Mr.  HITTER:  A  tncinorial  from  citizens  of  ITbrks 
coiintv,  Pennsylvania,  praying  that  no  change  whah-vr-r 
be  made  in  the  present  larifl',  until  ejperieijcc  shall  have 
demonstrated  lllat  such  change  would  be  for  llie  letter. 

By  Mr.  HA  VS  :  The  memotial  of  (»ii<!ry  citizens  of  Penn- 
sylvania, remonstraling  agirnsl  any  niteralioii  in  the  lantf; 
which  WJ\s  referred  lo  111-;  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union. 


IN  SENATE. 

liiunsDAV,  .Ipril  11,  1844. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore  laid  before  the 

Senate  a  communication  from  ihe  Navy  Deivirt- 

ment,  iiifoinut;g  the  Senate  that  the  experiment 
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of  Colt's  submarine  battery  would  lake  place  in 
the  Eastern  Brancli  of  ilie  Poioniac  river,  at  half 
past  four  o'clock  on  Saturday  afternoon  next. 
PETITIONS,  ETC. 

Mr.  BATES  presented  a  memorial  from  sundry 
citizens  of  Nonhumberland  county,  Pennsylva- 
nia, romonslrating  against  any  alteration  in  the 
present  tariff;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  David  Amrs,  a  citizen 
of  Massachusetts,  in  which  he  sets  forth  that  a 
qurstinn  having  arisen  between  him  and  the  Uni- 
ted States,  as  to  certain  water  privileges  at  the 
public  works  in  Springfield,  Massachusetts,  it 
was  submitted  to  the  decision  ot  three  men  agreed 
upon  by  the  parties;  that  the  referees,  upon  a  full 
hearing,  made  their  award;  that  he  has  complied 
with  it  on  his  part;  and  that  the  agent  refuses  to 
comply  with  it  on  the  part  of  the  United  States. 
As  he  has  no  other  means  of  relief,  he  prays  that 
Congress  will,  by  the  passage  of  an  act  or  reso- 
lution, cause  the  award,  which  is  to  be  final  be- 
tween the  parlies,  to  be  carried  into  r.ftecX,  and 
that  a  suit  against  him,  which  is  in  violation  of 
it,  may  be  stayed ;  which  was  refeTred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  EVANS  presented  a  remonstrance  from  S. 
M.  Porterand  others, citizensof  Portland,  Maine, 
ogainst  any  alteration  of  the  larifT  at  the  present 
session  of  Congress.  The  remonstrance  was 
signed  by  many  ship-owners  and  ship  builders; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  a  memorial  from 
Haworth  Wetherald,  and  other  citizens  of  Penn- 
sylvania, representing  that  they  consider  the 
present  tax  of  two  and  a  half  cents  a  pound  im- 
posed on  imported  brown  sugar  exorbitant,  being 
from  eighty  to  one  hundred  per  cent,  upon  the 
cost  of  the  article,  at  the  place  from  whence  it  is 
imported ;  and  that,  as  it  is  an  article  which  en- 
ters into  the  consumption  of  every  poor  man's 
family,  it  ought  to  be  lightly  taxed;  and  they  ask 
that  Congress  will  reduce  the  duty  on  this  article 
to  the  lowest  rate  of  per  cent,  imposed  on  any 
imported  commodities;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Also,  three  memorials  from  citizens^of  Penn- 
sylvania on  the  subject  of  the  tariff,  similar  to  a 
great  number  which  he  had  ah-eady  presented, 
decidedly  in  opposition  to  any  change  of  the  ex- 
isting tariff,  until  it  was  demonstrated  by  ascer- 
tained facts  that  such  a  change  would  be  neces- 
sary; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  a  number  of  inhabitants 
of  Pennsylvania,  asking  Congress  to  restore  the 
fout  companies  of  horse  artillery  in  service,  tOk 
the  peace  establishment  of  one  hundred  men,  rank 
and  file;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  AfTaira. 

Mr.  ATCHISON  presented  a  petition  from 
JamesC.  Jackson,  and  a  number  of  other  citizens 
of  Van  Buren  county,  Missouri,  praying  for  an 
appropriation  for  removing  obstructions  to  the 
navigation  of  the  Missouri,  Mississippi,  and 
Ohio  rivers;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  WALKER  presented  a  memorial  from 
citizens  of  Biloxl,  Mississippi  city,  Pass  .Chris- 
tian, and  Shieldsborough,  praying  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  new  mail  routes  and  new  light-houses 
on  the  coast  of  that  State;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  BAGBY,  from  the  Committee  on  Territo- 
ries, reported  back,  with  a  substitute  for  the 
whole  bill,  the  bill  from  the  House  giving  tjie  as- 
sent of  Congress  to  the  holding  an  extra  session 
of  the  Legislative  Assembly  uf  the  Territory  of 
Iowa. 

Mr.  B.  staled  the  importance  of  having  imme- 
diate action  -on  the  bill,  as  a  session  of  the  As- 
sembly was  soon  to  be  held;  and,  on  his  motion, 
the  previous  orders  of  the  day  were  postponed, 
and  the  bill  was  taken  up  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  The  substitute  having  been  agreed  to, 
the  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  as  amended,  for  a  third  reading. 

The  substitute,  which  was  adopted,  provides 
that  an  extra  session  of  the  Legislative  Assembly 
may  be  held  in  June,  1844,  without  expense  to 
(he  United  States. 


The  bill  was  subsequently  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

Mr.  MERRICK,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  OITioe  and  Post  Roads,  rcporicd  back,  wRh 
an  amendment,  the  bill  from  the  House  entitled 
"An  act  to  establish  certain  post  routes  in  the 
Territory  of  Florida." 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE  submitted  the  following 
resolution;  which,  under  the  rule,  lies  one  day  on 
the  table: 

Jtnohxil,  That  the  Secretary  of  tlic  Treawry  be  directed 
to  traii.-'niit  to  ttic  Srnnto  siicti  iiilhrnkniioii  a-*  iiiny  ri'Ri'iin 
in  tliu  G«iipral  Land  Odice  relative  to  any  eonflirtio'n  wliicll 
may  liavo  linretotore  o<'ciirroil  lK>twprn  t>.ii>.tiiie  rpcnlationit 
of  tliti  War  Deunrtineiit,  concerning  ilie  mineral  land^,  and 
tlie  regular  and  iiyftteuiaiic  cXRcution  of  iln^  land  lawA  ;  to 
gftlivr  witli  a  mntenit-'iit  of  KUcti  fnrttior  Irsi-lniiun  a.H  may 
M'cm  to  hu  tiidicalfd  by  tin;  prnclical  ctfcniion  of  tliose 
lawflnnd  rf-sulationft,  Willi  Itic  virwof  pn'Vi'nlion  of  fraud-*, 
tlie  pr«NM>rviltlon  of  llic  itiinplioily  of  ilio  |*enf  nil  land  itya- 
luni.  and  the  propvr  protecliou  of  iIir  inlpre»tii  oi  Itic  nation 
in  the  mineral  weaUli  of  the  uufold  lands. 

NAVAL  DEPOT  AND  DOCK-YARD. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FOSTER,  the  previous  or- 
ders of  the  day  were  postponed;  and  the  Srnatc 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  establish 
a  navy-ynrd  and  depot  at  or  ndinccnt  to  the  city 
of  Memphis,  Tennessee,  and  appropriating 
(lOO.OUO  for  that  object.  The  question  p<-ndiiig 
was  the  substitute  proposed  by  Mr.  Bueese,  ap- 
propriating $5,000  for  an  accurate,  minute,  and 
scientific  examination  and  survey  of  some  point 
at  or  near  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio;  of  Memphis, 
in  Tennessee;  and  of  Natchez,  in  the  State  of 
Mississippi;  with  a  view  solely  to  the  capabilities 
and  advantages  of  each  of  said  places  for  a  naval 
depot  and  yard  for  buildins,  equipping,  furnish- 
ing, and  repairing  steamships  and  other  vessels 
of  war,  for  the  use  of  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States;  and  empowering  the  President  to  employ 
some  naval  officer,  of  the  rank  of  post  captain,  in 
connection  with  the  United  States  topographical 
engineers,  to  undertake  the  survey  and  examina- 
tion, and  to  report  to  Congress,  at  the  next  ses- 
sion, detailed  and  faithful  statements. 

Mr.  JARNAGIN  observed  that  it  mightbecx- 
peeled  he  should  say  something  on  this  subject. 
He  understood  the  objection  to  the  original  bill 
to  be,  that  a  sufficient  examination  had  not  been 
made  of  the  Mississippi  river,  with  a  view  of  de- 
ciding whether  a  belter  site  than  Memphis  could 
be  found.  He  expressed  his  surprise  that  the 
Stale  Legislature  of  Mississippi  should  have 
passed  resolutions  instructing  its  Senators,  and 
leqiiestiiig  its  Representatives,  to  vote  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  naval  depot  and  dock-yard  at 
Memphis,  in  case  jt  should  be  proved,  by  actual 
survey,  that  a  better  point  could  not  be  found  in 
the  Slate  of  Mississippi,  if  the  objection  urged 
by  the  Senator  from  Mississippi,  [Mr.  Walker,] 
yesterday,  existed,  that  the  liepth  of  water  in  the 
channel  between  Natchez  and  Memphis  was  only 
five  and  a  half  or  five  feet.  He  scrutinized  the 
arguments  ofthatScnator[Mr.  Walker]  in  favor 
of  Natchez;  and  concluded  that  the  only  prefer- 
ence he  pointed  out  was  on  the  ground  of  abetter 
depth  of^  water  being  always  found  at  Natchez; 
but  that  was  only  a  secondary  consideration,  for 
vessels  of  war  constructed  at  Memphis  could,  in 
favorable  stages  of  water,  b&  taken  down  to 
Natchez  and  moored  there, so  as  to  be  ready,  on 
any  emergency,  to  be  floated  down  to  New  Or- 
leans, or  the  mouth  of  the  river. 

It  was  in  vain  to  argue  that  the  bills  of  mortal- 
ity proved  that  Natchez  was  as  healthy  as  Mem- 
phis. Workmen  never  would  believe  it.  They 
never  could  be  got  to  locate  themselves  there  for 
the  same  wages  that  they  would  at  Memphis. 
Their  belief  would  be,  notwithstanding  all  quar- 
antine regulations,  that  a  site  which  has  hereto- 
fore been  so  of\en  and  so  frightfully  visited  by 
yellow  fever,  would  again  be  subject  to  its  rav- 
ages— perhaps  when  such  a  thing  was  least  ex- 
pected. No  one  could  contend  that  the  low  stage 
of  water  continued  at  any  time  fur  more  than 
three  months  in  the  year;  and  the  report  proves 
that  an  average  of  seven  feet  may  be  calculated 
upon  throughout  the  year  from  Memphis  to  the 
Balize..  For  the  other  nine  months  of  the  year, 
he  apprehended  the  depth  of  water  would  prove 
to  be  quite  enough  to  float  the  most  approved 
modern  vessels  of  war.  The  objection  was  of 
litfR  weight,  that  such  vessels  could  not  be  got 
to  New  Orleans  in  low  stage  of  water;  for  that 
was  the  very  time  that  for^n  ships  of  war-could 


not  enter  the  Balize.  The  whole  ronlest  tamtil 
upon  the  SI  lection  of  one  place  over  anotlm;  and 
the  point  to  be  considered  was,  which  of  the  Incn- 
tioiis  recommended  possessed  the  greatest  num- 
ber of  advantages.  A  central  point  was  iiniloulii- 
cdly  the  best,  and  where  else  could  that  c^iitrvl 
point  be  found  but  at  Memphis.'  It  has  always 
been  so  considered.  The  commisaione rs  and  en- 
gineers who  had  examined  the  matter  had  come 
to  the  same  conclusion. 

Mr.  J.  urged,  at  considerable  length,  varioo) 
arguments  in  favor  of  selecting  Mempliis  in 
preference  to  any  other  point  on  the  Aliiisii- 
sippi  river.  He  entered  his  protest  against  fur- 
ther procrastination  of  this  important  qui-stion. 
The  West  and  the  South  did  not  grudge  tlie 
$1CI),OI)0,000  which  had  already  been  devnlril  ta 
the  defifiiae  of  ihe  harbors  of  the  North;  but  tkej 
had  a  right  to  complain  that  not  a  dollar  had  been 
spent  for  the  proper  defense  of  the  South,  and  iit 
approachea  through  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  Beth 
Ihe  South  and  West  had  loti^  since  agreed  Ihata 
southwestern  naval  depot  and  dock-yard  shotild 
be  constructed  at  some  eenlral  inland  point  acces- 
sible by  water.  All  these  requirements  vere 
concentrated  at  Memphis.  The  time  was  not  far 
distant  when  that  point  would  be  connected  with 
the  lakes  to  the  North  and  Wosl  by  canab, 
and  with  Soitlh  Carolina  by  railroad.  It  waaii. 
ready  connected  by  river  navigation  with  almost 
all  sections  of  the  Union.  He  concluded  by  re. 
ferring  to  the  decisions  of  the  Legislatun-s  of 
Tennessee  and  Mississippi  in  favor  of  the  wlec- 
lion  of  Memphis, 

Mr.  C  HO  ATE  said  he  intended  yesterday  M 
move,  at  one  o'clock  to-day,  to  take  up  the  sub- 
ject of  the  tariff;  but  his  fViend  from  Tenneaaee 
had  made  so  earnest  an  appeal  to  hiro  to  alk)V 
thiabill  to  be  disposed  of,  that  be  would  not  naw 
make  the  motion  be  intended.  He  would,  how- 
ever, give  notice  that  he  would  call  up  the  reso-. 
lution  of  the  Finance  Committee  in  relation  to  dw 
lariff  bill,  introduced  by  the  Senator  from  Soodi 
Carolina,  [Mr.  McDome,]  to-morrow  at  om 
o  'clock . 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER  slated  the  ptol- 
inv  question  on  the  bill  now  under  discussion. 

Mr.  BREESE  said  that,  yesterday  he  bad 
called  for  the  reading  of  the  report,  which,  b« 
took  for  granted,  accompanied  the  amendmeat 
proposed  by  the  Committee  on  Naval  Aflairs. 

The  PRESIDING  OHFICER  stated  that  ■« 
report  had  been  made  on  the  subject  by  the  Com- 
mi'tec  on  Naval  Aflairs. 

Mr.  BAYARD  said  there  was  no  report  mtit 
from  the  Committee  on  Naval  AfTaira  in  relatioi 
to  this  bill;  because  there  was  a  dispoaiiion  on 
the  part  of  the  committee  to  have  this  matter 
fairly  discussed  bv  those  who  were  best  ac- 
quainted with  the  localities,  and  to  leave  it  en- 
tirely unprejudiced  by  their  opinion.  It  was  no* 
proposed,  instead  of  making  an  appropriation  for 
the  execution  of  this  work,  to  direct  further  sat- 
veys  to  be  made;  and  the  question  which  nauir- 
ally  presented  itself  to  the  minds  of  Senators  was, 
"  Should  not  this  be  done?"  Why  should  not  all 
the  information  which  could  be  obtained  in  (ela- 
tion to  it,  be  obtained  before  there  was  any  actios 
on  Ihe  subject.  The  answer  to  this  propotition 
might  be  found  in  a  reference  to  the  history 
of  Ibis  matter.  It  had  been  agitated  for  senni 
years.  It  was  nothing  new.  It  was  a  subject  is 
which  the  West  took  a  deep  interesu  Publieal- 
tenlion  had  been  drawn  to  it  for  some  time  past. 
It  had  been  discussed  in  the  papers.  IthsdWa 
discussed  in  periodical  publications.  It  hadbtei 
prevented  by  the  State  Legislatures  to  the  atten- 
tion of  Congress,  by  memorial;  and,  in  the  year 
1843,  in  consequence  of  the  memorials  sent  to 
Congress  at  that  time,  a  report  was  made  in  tli* 
House  of  Representatives,  by  a  gentleman  from 
New  York,  (on  the  10th  of  August,)  in  favor  of 
surveying  the  harbor  of  Memphis--tbat  beuij 
dosignaied  at  the  lime  as  being  a  proper  site  for 
such  a  purpose.  The  attention  of  the  West  «as 
drawn  to  this.  It  was  a  mauer  in  which  the  p<il>- 
lic  generally  look  an  interest,  and  which  bad  at- 
tracted the  notice  of  Congress. 

In  this  state  of  things  tne  report  was  made,  to 
which  he  had  referred,  upon  which  a  bill  was 
based;  and  which  bill  passed  the  House  of  Rei>- 
rcsenlaiives  on  the  24lh  of  August  of  that  yaf- 
That  would  have  been  the  period,  one  would  k»« 
naturally  supposed ,  if  there  had  bceo  any  doobi  x« 
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relation  lo  iliis  inal'or,  for  (lirpfiinj  litis  spwrinl 
survi-y.  Was  Itutl  tloiir.-  Wiis  lli'To  n  vnii'.u 
rriiseil  It!  iliut  time  n;^aitist  the  proposition  to.sur- 
vt'y  specifically  this  npoi,  roiir.etvrU  l>y  all  mem* 
bcr»  from  lite  Siale  of  M  ississippi  lo  Ik*  i:i<'  pritpiT 
jtlace  fi'T  llio  loratinii  of'  vltts  dt^p<it  ?  'I'hr;  l)ill 
passinl  tiio  llMiiaiMif'Rcprfseiilalivos  with  scarcely 
any  opposilioii,  llo  liclifvcd  it  woiiKl  lnf  s-^cn  by 
a  rt'lVrrncc  lo  ilic  Journal,  that  the  yi-asaod  tiays 
wcrcnotcjillcj.  On  its  passage 'hi  oui;h  iliu  llou.^e 
ii  \va^4  iiilroduccii  lo  the  8cnatc;  hut  al  no  late  n 
pcriud  lliul  il  was  itnpraclicaldt.*  to  a>-i  upon  it.  Il 
was  pnssiil  liy  the  House  on  the  24lh  of  AiijJiu.st, 
]H-li^,  and  was  hrotitflit  into  the  Senate  on  the  tiext 
clay.  Hy  .some  tnistaUe,  il  was  referred  lo  the 
Committee  on  Commerce.  Tlie  conimitlce  dis- 
covered the  mis'ake.,  and  asked,  next  tlay,  to  he 
diKchar^cd  from  tlie  I'lirlher  coinideration  of  the 
tsuhjecl.  Il  wa.s  then  ref.-rred  to  the  Comniiltee 
on  Nuval  AiV.tirs.  Con;^re8satljournedoii  Wednea- 
Uny,  the  3\xl  of  tho.">arne  raonllj;  and  in  the  press 
<if  husines:!  before  it,  so  near  Lite  lermination  of 
tlie  session,  had  no  lime  lo  examineinlo  ihe  sub- 
ject. The  r<ni.se(|uence  wa.-",  there  was  no  action 
upon  it.  Wliat  fiiltowed  .'  In  the  succeedino;  year, 
(at  till-'  ensuing  .session  of  C^on^res-s,)  this  mailer 
was  aiTiiin  ngilaled  in  Ihe  Hou-se  of  Ueprcseiita- 
lives;  memorial.s  were  prest-iited;  and  a  hill  passed 
the  House  aullinriziii;;  llie  »urvey  of  thisspecific 
spol.  The  hill  passed  the  House  of  Uepresenla- 
tives,  and  was  bron'iht  to  the  .Senate,  and  referred 
lo  Ihe  C(Mnmiilee-on  N.tval  AlFaira;  and  he  recol- 
lected himself  bein;;  al  lite  pains  of  inquiring 
wlielhi  r  there  would  he;  any  duubl  in  regard  to 
ihe  propriety  of  founding  a  ile[>ol  at  thai  spot, 
nnd  wheihcr  the  advantages  of  that  location  were 
iioi  so  superior  thai  il  w^.'S  needless  to  direct  n 
anrvey  of  any  other  spot.  He  remembered  per- 
f.Qlly  well  that  his  friend  from  Iveniucky  [Mr. 
Critticnu^n*]  hall  had  som.^  inist^ivings  as  to 
whether  this  site  should  be*  seh^cted-,  liut  after  re- 
flecting upon  the  inalrer,and  hearing^llie  opinions 
cif  gentlemen  who  had  bved  there,  he  changed  hia 
mind;  and  the  bill  passed  the  Senate  williout  the 
elighiesi  opposition.  It  was  the  t;eneral  sentiment 
that,  if  n  ilepol  was  to  be  established  oiithe  Mis- 
sissippi river  at  all,  .Memphis  was  the  proper  lo- 
cation. Accordingly,  a  hill  was  reported  from  the 
Cuniniiiiee  on  Naval  .-Mlairs  to  the  Senate;  and  it 
]>assed  inioa  law.  'i'hal  bill  appropriated  the  sum 
of  ^,000  for  ihe  purpose  of  hii  examination  nnd 
Burvey  of  the  harbor  of  Memphis,  in  the  Slate 
of  Tennessee,  lo  H.sceriain  the  advantages  of  that 
jilace  for  a  naval  depot. 

In  May  of  the  same  year,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  acting  under  the  authority  of  this  hill,  ap- 
pointed a  commission  for  the  purpose  of  making 
Ihe  survey.  Il  was  made;  and  the  report  of  that 
cuinmisaion  (which  consisted  of  a  captain,  com- 
mander, and  lieutenant,  in  the  naval  service  of 
the  United  Stales — very  able  men,  all  of  them) 
Imd  been  cninmunicated  to  the  Senate.  It  was 
upon  the  evidences  of  that  report  that  memorials 
from  Arkansas,  (which  might  be  considered  as  a 
disinter<;8led  State,)  Tennessee,  Mississippi,  niul 
Louisiana — showing  the  general  sense  of  ihe 
West — were  sent  to  Congress;  and  a  bill  was  in- 
Iroduci'd  simultaneously  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives and  the  Si'naie.  Thai  nilroduced  in 
Ibc  House  had  been  referred  to  the  appropriate 
committee;  which,  in  its  subsequent  report,  pro- 
posed to  strike  out  the  original  bill,  and  insert  a 
substitute;  and  il  was  still  pending  before  thai 
body. 

'i'he  history  of  the  previous  action  of  Congress 
upon  this  subject  brought  us  down  lo  the  ques- 
tion as  to  the  propriety  of  postponing  any  legis- 
lative action  upon  this  bill.  Wliy  should  the 
Senate — after  this  matter  had  been  debated  and 
ilixcussed  here,  not  once,  but  over  ond  overagain, 
in  the  presence  of  genllemen  representing  all  the 
placcR  at  which  it  was  proposed  lu  establish  the 
depot,  all  concurring  thai  such  a  work  was  ne- 
cessary— delay  further  action  upon  it  .>  If  il  were 
true  thai  Memphis  was  the  proper  spot  for  the 
construction  of  a  depot — and  the  report  showed 
conclusively  that  it  was — why  not  carry  the  work 
into  execution  without  delay.' 

Upon  the  subject  of  this  site,  he  had  a  memo- 
rial from  the  General  Assembly  of  Tennessee,  in 
which  he  found  the  following  passage: 

*'  In  refcrenec  in  this  well  situ;itednnd  tloiiri'(I)ln<;  young 
clly  of  Ihe  IVem,  your  nienloriah.4M  will  do  but  little  nmrc 
Uiaii  express  Uieir  caiire  cuavicitua  ibui  it  in  a  puini  wliicli 


eaihncefl  marc  oriln;  ailv.-iiitazes  oflocilily — more  central 
ill  |((»<atnii  n<  to  jioptil  iiinii,  territory,  and  products — more 
the  i*pnt  of  preference,  tis  f;ir  a.*  puhiic  expres.-'ion  has  l»cen 
in:ii)<-,  lli:iu  nay  nilier  |i'ti]it.in  the  West.  It  is  the  liiuhest 
piMiil  uti  ihtf  >h.-isiv-ippi  river  that  is  at  nil  iIiiicb  unal>- 
snitcled  liy  iee.  and  fniin  which  navigation  (>oulh  can  n|. 
ways  II ;  hafely  depeiidtsl  oil  iti  Invv  wuter.  It  is  situutcd 
nil  II  liiiti  :iiid  riiMiDriiidiiiit  liliiir,  sii(i[iiirted  by  a  ynn  and 
teriili-  iMck  CDUiitry  ;  is  helnw  tlu>  ni'iuihs  of  the  (thin,  the 
UilialierUiid.  a-'d  'i'eiiiiessee  rivers,  and  ill  tile  luidsl  of  One 
of  tile  tiaest  regioiis-of  limber  in  the  world.*' 

"  IIill  oilier  circilin''lnncps  mill  more  strongly  reciirnm'?nd 
Mi'iii|ilii'  liir  Its  Hilv.tiitaireg  in  a  naiioaal  |Hiiiit  nf  view. 
It  IS  ill  lliH  iiitiTior,  eiwhi  liiiiidri'd  miles  I'ritiii  the  mouth  nf 
the  jtreai  Mississipiii,  with  ilndniibled  aavigsitinn  atall  liiaes 
f.ir  the  larttcsl  ve&sels.  It  is  at  a  point  fureiioiigli  south  not 
til  lie  dtslurhed  ia  winter  hy  ice,  aitti  far  enough  north  In  be 
saveil  ill  ijiiinnier  I'riiin  the  peculiar  diseases  nf  ilio  Sninli. 
It  is  far  eiinllsli  in  the  interior  to  bo  prnteeted  rioiil  surprise 
by  a  siidd^'n  assault  froji  a  hnstile  Heel;  and,  liy  the  npplt- 
cittinii  III' steam,  is  near  enniitjh  tlie  tieii  tuinril  lo  bring  its 
prt'pnratiniis  tor  defense  and  tittaek  to  bear  upon  the  neeua 
III  any  and  every  einergeiicy.  U  is  belnw  tlie  innultis  nl" 
all  hut  two  of  the  great  lribumrip«iif  Ihe  .Mississippi,  where 
the  greatest  nntnberuf  efrici-nlvnluuteers,nitd  Ihi;  greatest 
amount  of  provisions  and  laiiiiitioiis  of  war  can  be  tiirown 
ill  till!  least  possible  tiiins  and  at  Ilie  least  possible  expensi;. 
At  an  point  can  all  the  materials  for  building  steamers  and 
other  vessels,  and  subsistence  and  supplies  of  every  descrip- 
linii.  be  coticenlrnt''d  so  rapidly  and  at  i<n  small  expense. 
A  distiiigni^liednllicerof  the  \avy,  in  writing  of  the  advant- 
ages of  Meaipliis  in  this  point  nf  view,  says: 

••*  Instead  nf  ciurying  the  live  onk  fniin  Louisiana  lo 
\ew  York  or  llnsluii  ft>r  building  steamers,  as  we  now  do, 
il  could  Hicn  be  carried,  at  linlf  the  east,  nnd  only  one  sixth 
the  distance,  lo  Memphis.  A  natinaal  dock-yard  lllere 
wniild  op<;ii  a  market  fur  the  hemp  of  Kentucky,  the  coal 
nf  I'eiiusvlvaaia,  the  pork  of  Ohio,  the  beef  of  Illinois,  the 
flour  of  ^fiehigaii,tlie  eoppiTof  Iowa,  the  lead  nf  IMissouri, 
and  fnr  the  iron,  the  mechanical  skill,  aad  agricultural  pro- 
ducts of  all  these  States.'  " 

The  memorial  from  the  Slate  of  Arkansas  was 
to  the  same  effect.  The  State  of  Mississipfii  ori- 
ginally selected  this  point,  as  best  suited  for  the 
location  of  a  depot.  It  was  true,  she  had  since 
rescinded  her  resolutions, and  instructed  her  Rep- 
resentatives and  Senators  lo  propose  Natchez; 
but  if  Natchez  should  not  be  chosen  as  the  spol, 
that  they  should  vote  for  Memphis — that  being 
their  second  choice.  There  were,  also,  memo- 
rials from  Tennes.see,  from  Mississippi,  and  Ark- 
ansas; and  a  memorial  from  the  Legislature  of 
Kentucky,  asking  that  an  establishment  should 
be  made  Bumewlierc  in  that  State  for  the  use  of 
Ihe  Navy  of  the  United  States.  There  was  a  me- 
morial from  the  General  Assembly  of  Missouri, 
asking  that  an  agency  should  be  established  in 
the  West  for  the  cultivation  and  manufacture  of 
water-rolled  lietnp.  The  general  sense  of  the 
Weal  was,  that  there  shoulti  be  u  national  estab- 
lishment of  this  kind  somewhere  on  the  Missis- 
sippi river,  which  should  he  responsive  to  the 
prayer  of  ihese  different  memorials. 

In  regard  to  the  capacities  of  Memphis  for  this 
work,  he  apprehended  that  there  had  been  an  en- 
tire mistake  iii  the  discussion  of  this  matter,  as  to 
what  was  intended  to  be  done,  or  what  would  be 
proper  to  be  done.  It  was  proposed  that  Mem- 
phis should  be  a  place  ufconslruclionand  repair. 
The  two  subjects  were  confounded.  Memphis 
might  he  a  place  for  the  construction  of  vessels; 
but  il  did  not  follow  that  il  should  be  a  place  for 
repoiriiig  vessels.  Besides,  there  was  a  vast 
amount  of  workmanship  to  be  done  in  fitting  ves- 
sels that  might  be  done  al  Memphis,  independent 
of  the  consiruction  of  them.  There  were  chain 
cables,  tanks  for  water,  cabooae-houses,  steam- 
engines,  boilers,  &c.  All  these  were  things  that 
might  be  executed  there  as  well  as  at  any  other 
place.  The  workmen  and  material  could  be  ob- 
tained there  as  well  as  elsewhere.  It  presented 
great  advantages  in  regard  to  the  convenience  of 
obtaining  material  for  the  construction  of  vessels 
— of  iron,  as  well  as  of  wood. 

It  was  an  entire  misapprehension  to  confound 
the  conslructing  and  repairing  of  vessels.  They 
were  two  different  things.  The  repairing  of  ves- 
sels should  be  done  .ipon  ihe  sea-board.  We 
should  be  prepared  for  this  exigency  on  the  spot, 
and  at  the  moment  when  it  was  necessary.  De- 
pots of  repair  should  always  be  located  at  or  near 
the  porfs  of  defense.  It  seemed  lo  him  that  the 
true  mode  in  which  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  wa.s  to 
be  defended  was  this — and  hc^would  expend  any 
amount  of  money  that  was  necessary  for  the  pur- 
pcsc — at  the  eiltrance  into  ihe  Gulf  at  Dry  Tor- 
lugas,  or  Key  West,  there  should  be  permanent 
fortifications  and  a  dock,  and  that  would  he  the 
proper  place  for  a  depot  of  repairs.  There  should 
be  a  similar  establishment  al  Pensacula.  In  that 
position,  cuniiol  over  all  the  country  could  be 


had;  nnd, since  the  forlilicntion  must  be  put  there, 
and  since  the  repairs  of  the  Navy  must  be  done 
upon  Ihe  sea-board,  (because,  Jn  certain  emergen- 
cies, it  would  be  impracticable  to  run  up  a  dis- 
tance of  eight  hundred  miles,  to  Memphis  to  have 
the  repairs  done)  vessels  must  be  repaired  at  Pen- 
sacola  or  Key  West.  These  were  the  points  for 
supplies  and  repairs. 

He  held  in  his  hand  a  report  which  wos  made 
to  the  Bureau  of  Engineers;  and  a  very  valuable 
;  and  able  paper  it  was.  In  1840  this  report  was 
j  made  on  the  defense  of  the  coast,  and  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  depot.  He  would  read  a  few  pas- 
sages from  it  to  the  Senate,  which  would  present 
the  matter  in  a  clear  point  of  view.  It  referred  to 
the  coast  between  Passamaquody  and  the  mouth 
of  Ihe  Sabine,  and  it  was  to  that  pan  he  wished 
lo  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate: 

"  The  first  pnsitinns  ihnt  present  themselves,  on  doubting 
around  Cape  Florida  into  the  Gulf  nf  Mexico,  are  Key  West 
and  Ihe  Dry  Tortiigns. 

'•  'I'liis  board  concur  ia  the  npiiiioa  heretofiire  expressed 
ill  ftivor  of  these  fine  hnihors;  and  they  beg  leave  to  refer 
for  very  interesting  statements,  in  relation  to  the  latter  har- 
bor es|>ecially,  lo  a  letter  from  Cnminndore  Rndgers  to  Ihs 
!  Secretary  of  Ihe  Navy,  July  3,  1829,  (Senate  Dneument, 
first  session  Twenty-First  Congress,  vnl.  l,No.  ],page'i38;) 
and  letter  from  the  Secretary  ol  the  Navy,  .March  il5,  I8J0, 
(Senate  Docuaipnts,  first  session  Twenty- First  Congress, 
vol, 2,  No.  Ill,  page  1.) 

**  A  naval  force,  designed  to  control  the  navigation  of  ths 
C;«ir,  eould  desire  no  belter  posiiina  than  Key  West  iir  llie 
'i'orliigas.  Upon  llie  very  woy-ide  nf  the  only  path  ihrougli 
the  Gulf,  it  is,  at  the  same  time,  well  situated  ns  to  ull  the 
great  pnirits  tlierein.  It  overlooks  Havana,  I'eiisacnla, 
Mobile,  the  mninhs  nf  the  Mississippi,  and  bolU  Ui«  inlet 
aad  the  outlet  of  ihe  Gulf." 

This  was  ihe  point  at  which  the  resources  of 
the  nation  could  be  gathered.  It  was  the  point 
at  which  we  were  to  protect  the  interest  of  the 
western  and  southern  commerce. 

"  The  1'nrtiig.is  harbors,  ia  particular,  are  raid  to  aflhnl 
perfect  shelter  tor  vessels  of  every  class,  with  the  greatest 
fncility  nf  ingress  and  egress.  Aad  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  an  ndver-nry  ia  possession  of  large  naval  means  would, 
with  great  advantage,  make  these  hnrlinrs  his  liabilunl  re- 
sort, and  his  point  ofgi.'ncral  reiiile7.vous  andconcentrntinn 
for  ull  npfratioiis  on  this  sea.  With  an  enemy  thus  (Kisted, 
the  navigiitinii  of  the  Gulf  by  us  wottid  be  iinminenlly  has- 
anlnus,  if  not  impossible;  aad  nothing  but  absolute  nnvnl 
superiority  wniild  avail  niiylhing  against  liiin.  Mere  mili- 
tary nienns  eould  approach  no  nearer  Uiaii  Ihe  nearest  slior« 
of  the  continenl." 

It  should  be  recollected  that  this  was  the  report 
of  a  board  of  moat  eminent  military  engineers. 
It  was  the  report  of  the  hoard  of  engineers,  nl  Ihe 
head  of  which  presided  Colonel  Tolten,  whd^e 
reputation  was  of  the  highest  character. 

With  regard  lo  Punsacola,  these  observations 
were  made: 

Pemacota  hay. — The  upper  arms  of  this  considerable  boy 
receive  the  Yellow  Wnl'*r  or  Pea  river.  Middle  river,  anil 
Escamtiia  river.  The  tributaries  of  the  last,  ialerloekiag 
with  Ihe  Alaliama  and  the  ('hattahonehic,  seem  to  mark  llie 
routes  whereby,  al  some  future  day,  canals  will  eniivey  a 
part  of  the  prnducts  of  tliese  rivers  In  t'ensacola  ;  while  the 
ipialities  and  position  nf  the  harlsir,  and  the  favorible  na- 
ture of  the  country,  have  already  marked  out  hues  of  rail- 
road with  a  vast  interinr  reginn. 

Colonel  Tolten  then  came  down  to  New  Orleans, 
and  indicated  the  nature  of  the  defenses  that  ought 
there  to  be  established. 

It  would  be  perceived,  then,  that  in  a  military 
point  of  view,  so  far  ns  the  defense  of  the  coun- 
try, and  the  commerce  of  the  river  Mississippi 
and  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  were  concerned,  it 
was  the  policy  of  the  United  Stales  to  establish 
n  dock  for  repairs  at  Tortugas  or  Key  West.  It 
would  be  necessary  also  to  have  constructed  at 
Pensttcola  a  naval  depot  and  dock-yard  for  the 
purpose  of  repairs,  ns  contradistinguished  from 
the  conslruclion  of  vessels;  because,  on  a(;count 
of  the  climate,  and  the  difficulty  of  getting  hands, 
the  place  of  construction  should  be  at  a  more 
convenient  and  healthy  point. 

What  was  expected  by  the  Senate?  Did  they 
expecl  to  have  vessels  sent  in  a  complete  stale, 
from  the  hands  of  the  contractors,  into  their  na- 
tive element,  fitted  for  sea  in  every  respect,  armed 
at  all  points?  No;  this  was  not  lo  be  done.  At 
a  very  trifling  expense  many  vessels  were  sent 
from  the  places  where  they  were  constructed  to 
other  ports  for  this  purpose,  as  was  the  case  of 
the  Pennsylvania,  wliich  was  sent  from  Philadel- 
phia to  the  harbor  of  Norfolk. 

In  order  to  get  rid  of  the  emborrassmcnt  occa- 
sioned by  this  confusion  of  two  different  terms, 
it  was  necessary  to  separate  ihem.  Consiruction 
was  one  thing — repair  another.  Memphis  might 
possess  many  advantages  as  a  place  for  the  con- 
struction of  vessels,  but  none  as  a  place  of  repair. 
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It  might  be  asked  where,  then,  wns  the  nccesaitjr 
of  a  depot  or  navy-yard  of  construction  at  all  at 
Mennphis?  To  solve  that,  it  was  necessary  to 
consider  what  was  lo  be  done  at  that  depot.  He 
would  enumerate  what  might  be  provided.  There 
were  chain  cables,  cabooses,  steam-engines, 
water-tanks,  powder-tanks,  all  to  be  constructed, 
and  nil  of  which  were  now  done  at  the  navy-yard 
at  Washington.  This  navy-yard,  when  in  full 
operation — employing  a  thousand  men — was  c«.- 
pable  of  supplying  all  the  present  exigencies  of 
the  naval  servic*.  Why,  tlien,  have  a  depot  for 
the  construciion  of  articles  of  this  kind  at  Mem- 
phis }  Ali  that  was  necessary  for  the  exigencies 
of  the  service  was  done  at  Washington.  Why, 
then,  have  a  depot  at  Memphis.'  Forthis  reason: 
It  was  in  a  time  of  peace  that  we  were  to  make 
our  preparations  for  a  time  of  war.  It  was  a 
concession  which  was  due  to  the  wishes  of  the 
States  which  desired  a  western  depot.  It  was 
now  that  vessels  were  to  be  built  up  fur  the  sup- 
ply of  their  wants. 

What  was  the  diflvrence  between  the  mode  of 
conducting  modern  warfare  and  ancient  ?  In  for- 
mer times  they  satisfied  themselves  with  collect- 
ing together  vast  amounts  of  treasures;  and  they 
depended  upon  ingots  of  gold  for  their  supplies, 
in  case  of  need.  It  was  different  with  us.  We 
had  another  description  of  treasure  to  look  to. 
There  wa»  much  necessary  for  the  defense  of  the 
service.  Cannon,  powder,  shot,  material  for  the 
fabrication  of  vessels — all  these  things  had  to  be 
accumulated.  We  had  our  establishments  of  con- 
struction and  repair  lo  erect.  These  were  the 
resources  of  modern  war — this  was  our  great 
treasury — these  were  the  means  which  we  were 
to  hove  in  reserve  to  meet  great  exigencies.  After 
all,  war  could  not  be  carried  on  without  the  means 
or  money.  Where  the  ordinary  revenue  of  the 
country  did  not  furnish  it,  the  Government  was 
obliged  to  be  indebted  to  its  credit.  It  was  indis- 
pensably necessary,  in  a  lime  of  peace,  to  prepare 
for  iheseexigencies.  The Constiiuiion authorized 
Congress  to  create  and  maintain  a  Navy;  but  it 
spoke  in  a  diflfercnt  language  where  it  authorized 
the  raising  of  an  army.  The  power  to  raise 
armies  was  limited,  and  could  only  be  carried 
into  efiecl  for  two  or  three  years  at  a  time.  Such 
was  the  general  excitement  of  the  public  mind  at 
that  lime,  and  such  the  jealousy  against  standing 
armies,  that  they  could  not  be  endured  beyond 
the  moment  of  danger.  But  that  was  not  the  lan- 
guage of  the  Constitution  in  regard  lo  the  naval 
service.  "  Conj^ress  shall  have  power  to  create 
nnd  maintain  a  Navy."  It  ap(>eared  to  throw  all 
good  and  evil  report  upon  it  aside,  in  view  of  the 
nature  of  the  service,  requiring  it  lo  be  perma- 
nently maintained — it  made. no  limitations.  A 
Navy  was  e  thing  that  could  not  be  brought  up 
in  a  day .  The  docks  could  not  be  constructed  iu 
a  day.'  The  ships  could  not  be  built  in  a  day. 

He  had  heard  here  repeatedly  something  like 
reproach  upon  the  action  of  this  Government,  in 
relation  to  the greatexpcnditurcs  which  had  been 
made  for  the  Atlantic  squadron.  And  for  what.' 
Was  it  because  it  protected  our  resources,  our 
wealth,  and  our  commerce.'  In  tlie  progress  of 
time,  these  apprnpriaiions,  once  cunnned  to  the 
sea-board ,  spread  ihemselvesoverthc  whole  coun- 
try, north  and  eaitt;  and  now  the  time  had  come 
when  this  Government  was  bound  to  turn  its  at- 
tention to  the  great  interests  of  the  West.  Those 
Stales  would  soon  be' able  lo  exhibit  as  much  in 
evidence  of  their  commercial  prosperity,  as  ihey 
were  able  to  exhibit  along  the  coast  of  the  Allan- 
tic.  He  was  prepared,  at  any  moment,  to  ap- 
Eropriatc  any  sum  of  money  that  was  desired, 
e  it  one,  ten,  or  one  hundred  million  dollars,  to 
make  for  the  Southwest  a  Gibraltar  to  protect  its 
commerce. 

The  interests  of  the  great  valley  of  the  Missis- 
sippi ought  lo  have  ihe  patronagi!  of  the  General 
Government;  and  he  wns  prepnred  at  any  lime 
10  appropriate,  for  the  construction  of  establish- 
ments for  ihe  security  of  the  great  hii;h way  of 
western  and  southern  commerce — the  Mississippi 
river — any  sum  of  money  which  wns  necessary 
to  render  it  secure.  He  had  no  question  that  such 
was  Ihe  general  sense  of  {he  tienate.  it  wa»-a 
common  interest;  it  was  a  national  interest;  nnd 
a  national  feeling  must  naturally  lead  all  to  that 
conclusion.  Why  should  not  Congress  appro- 
priate this  money  for  the  purpose  of  constructing 
a  dock-yard — with  works  necessary  for  the  dif- 


ferent exigencies  of  the  service — works  necessary 
for  the  construction  of  cannon,  sleam-engincs, 
&.C.  ?.  These  articles  coulil  befabricatcd  as  cheep 
at  Memphis  as  at  any  point  in  the  United  Stales. 
Why  should  not  the  establishment  be  made  at  this 
point,  when  it  was  asked  by  not  less  than  three 
or  four  of  the  sovereign  States  of  the  Union .' 

As  to  the  capacities  of  Memphis,  and  the  pro- 
priety of  its  location  for  this  purpose,  no  one  who 
read  the  report  of  the  boara  of  commissioners, 
who  had  examined  it,  could  believe  anything  less 
than  what  they  said.  There  was  seven  feet  of 
water  there,  at  the  lowest  stage  of  water.  But 
what  was  the  average  depth  of  the  river.'  About 
twenty  feet.  Forat  least  six  months  in  the  year, 
the  depth  of  the  river  was  from  thirty  to  thirty- 
five  feet.  It  might  be  said,  indeed,  that  for  nine 
months  in  the  year,  that  was  the  depth.  There 
was,  then,  an  average  of  about  twenty  feet.  It 
was  not  necessary,  nor  was  it  proposed,  to  take 
sloops-of-war  up  the  Mississippi  this  distance  for 
the  purpose  of  repair.  Ttiuymightbc  constructed, 
either  of  iron  or  wood,  nnd  carried  down  the 
Mississippi  and  fitted  at  Pensacola.  This  would 
i)e  going  down  stream — going  with  the  current, 
and  with  abundance  of  water. 

It  did  seem  to  him,  when  three  or  four  Slates 
were  found  urging  the  establisRment  of  this  depot 
at  Memphis,  and  asking  it  as  a  matter  deeply  in- 
volving their  interest,  that  Congress  ought  to 
conform  to  their  wishes. 

Mr.  BREBSE  observed  that  the  speech  of  the 
chairman  of  the  Naval  Committee  had  satisfied 
him  that  this  was  a  magnificent  and  important 
project— one  of  the  greatest  national  consequence. 
It  only  confirmed  him  in  the  conviction  that 
a  matter  of  such  vast  national  importance  de- 
manded, in  its  progress,  the  utmost  circumspec- 
tion— most  particularly  in  the  selection  of  a  proper 
site.  None  of  the  arguments  advanced  in  favor 
of  Memphis,  had  satisfied  him  that  it  alone  was 
the  only  suitable  point.  He  desired  further  ex- 
amination, and  a  proper  survey  by  an  authorized 
engiiiefer  of  the  Government,  to  ascertain  whether 
a  better  site  than  Meifiphis  can  be  selected.  If  it 
should  turn  out  that  such  examination  and  survey 
would  demonsirnte  that  Memphis  wns  the  best 
point  which  could  be  selected,  lie  should  give  his 
support  to  that  selection.  But  it  was  his  opinion 
and  the  opinion  of  many,  that  greater  advantages 
would  result  from  the  selection  of  some  point 
above  Memphis,  if  not  at  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio. 
It  was  right  and  proper  that  the  public  should  be 
satisfied  of  this  by  a  suitable  investigation.  He 
read  some  extracts  from  reports  on  the  subject  of 
a  variety  of  points  which  mignt  be  chosen  above 
Memphis.  He  also  read  passages  from  the  re- 
port of  the  commissioners  who  examined  the  site 
of  Memphis  in  1841,  for  tlie  construction  of  a 
western  armory,  lo  show  that  it  was  a  point  sub- 
ject to  very  great  objection.  He  admitted  that 
Memphis  had  its  advantages — very  great  advant- 
ages; but  so  had  other  points.  And  if  those  of 
Memphis  were  superior  to  any  other,  it  could 
suffer  no  detriment  from  a  proper  examination  of 
other  points,  and  a  comparison  between  them 
and  it. 

Mr.  FOSTER  observed  that  the  gentleman  op- 
posite had  taken  so  much  pains  to  prove,  from 
documents,  that  Memphis  was  not  only  un- 
healthy, but  exceedingly  objectionable  in  other 
respect.- ,  that  he  felt  called  upon  to  quote,  from 
more  recent  documentary  evidence,  some  passages 
proving  quite  the  reverse  of  all  the  gentleman- had 
adduced.  Mr.  F.  then  read  several  passages  from 
the  report  of  the  board  of  commissioners  appoint- 
ed 10  examine  Memphis  as  a  site  suitable  fur  this 
dock-yard  nnd  depot. 

Mr.  BREESE  made  a  brief  reply  as  to  the 
prices  of  various  articles  at  Memphis. 

Mr.  B.WARD  had  but  a'v/urd  to  say  in  rela- 
tion to  the  objection  made  by  the  Senator  from 
Illinois — that  suHicient  examination  had  not  been 
made  of  the  points  to  justify  the  selection  of 
Memphis,  and  that  the  board  of  commissioners 
had  not  given  a  decided  opinion  in  favor  of  it  as 
a  selection.  Now.'in  aiTswer  to  this,  he  should 
merely  say  that  Congress,  by  119  act,  had  pre- 
scribed to  those  commissiuiiera  the  survey  of  that 
point;  and  in  obedience  to  that  instruction  they 
made  their  report.  But  as  to  expressing  an  opin- 
ion— what  did  the  commissioners  sny  in  the  con- 
clusion of  their  report?    That — 

"  Tbe  above  dclaiU  [iboae  of  ilie  report]  appear  to  us  to 


convey  all  Ihe  information  necemcary  to  fnnn  r  ermcla'itm 
a.4  to  the  praciicabibty  of  eiitabtiitliinQ  n  nnval  d^poi  it  titii 
pince.  Orits  txptdiency^  in  H  nntional  poinlnrview.tbeTe 
cnnuot  b«  a  duutit.  '|-iie  reasons  nru  ton  obviuujt,  uid  \im 
lieen  too  nhiinilantly  nrorlaiinctl,  to  n-qu-n;  n  rcpniiioit 
from  llfl.  Tkis  particular  location  U  errctimt  fn o  t>u'J^t 
yard  ;  but  ii4,  perhap.^,  scarcely  i^uOictcmly  acceauUe  for 
vessels  in  need  of  repairs.*' 

Now,  what  more  decisive  could  they  say  ?  They 
said  the  very  thing  lliat  tlic  Commiliee  on  N»»il 
Affairs  concurred  with  ihcm  in  as!>i-uin»— ili«i  it 
was  a  suitable  place  for  construction,  but  not  for 
repairs.  Its  facililinsand  adiania-4e»a.<iaaitefor 
a  depot  of  construction  were  fully  admitted.  Ai 
10  the  Senator's  objection  that  there  were  no-ei- 
timates  accompanying  the  report,  Mr.  D.  pninted 
out  that,  from  the  very  nature  of  the  works  ik- 
cessary  to  form  a  place  of  construciion,  there 
could  be  no  estimates  of  Ihe  expense  in  adnncr, 
till  it  was  decided  what  works  should  be  carriMi 
on  there,  and  that  was  a  matter  of  arrangement 
at  the  Navy  Department. 

Mr.  BREESE  observed  tlint  the  concluiion  of 
the  report  qAoled  by  the  chairman  of  the  NanI 
Committee  had  reference  to  the  previous  futi 
stated,  supposing  (these  facts  to  exist,  without 
expressing  a  decided  opinion  that  lliey  did  exist, 
or  that  in  Memphis  alone  they  were  to  be  found. 
He  made  some  remarks  touching  tlie  opinions 
expressed  in  the  reportabout  the  bnttureon  «hich 
the  foundniinn  was  lo  be  laid 

Mr.  B.WARD  briefly  rcplied.and  again  point- 
ed 10  the  report  to  show  mat  a  detided  opinion  vai 
expressed.  The  commissioners  in  their  second 
report,  when  they  went  back  to  examine  ihesite 
in  October,  correct  any  misapprehensions  which 
they  entertained  on  their  first  visit.  On  their 
first  visit  the  water  wos  hi:h;  but  on  their  second 
visit,  it  was  low;  and  in  their  second  report  they 
say; 

"  Wliile  the  Mi.csisicippi  continues  to  nin  in  it«  prr«rai 
channel,  it  would,  perlia|>s,  Im-  uiiiierci^.'iry  10  rt-nire  ibe 
bank  by  piles ;  buardini^  and  Alltiig;  ut>  woiit'd  be  ample  (m- 
lection."  *  •  •  •  -*  A  ffmup  of  ii4aiidi  n- 
mediately  above  Meniplits  di^dea  the  river  iulo  wrrnl 
bmncbos,  wlitcll  sire  united  agnili  before  p.-l-ninf  llie  atr. 
It  U  thought  practicnble.  to  prevent  the  river  from  frnli«{ 
nfMinst  llie  Tennessee  shore,  iHlntild  it  everapfieariaelised 
to  lake  that  direction,  by  obsiructins  ilio  pad»a|e  betana 
two  of  the  islnuds.'* 

't'his  was  to  guard  against  what  had  been  said 
in  the  first  report.  On  their  si-cond  visit,  they 
found  the  changing  of  the  channel  could  be  effrtt- 
ualiy  guarded  against  by  creating  an  obstruction 
between  two  of  the  islands, or  between  one  of  the 
islands  and  the  main  shore;  which  would  compel 
the  Mississippi  to  flow  in  its  present  channel 
They  stale  the  expense  of  leveling  and  lillinjup, 
so  as  to  raise  the  site  above  all  chances  of  over- 
flow, at  $S8,920.  This  showed  the  practicability, 
al  that  expense  of  preparing  n  suitable  fouiijalion 
for  constructing  a  naval  depot  at  that  point;  and 
ns  to  the  expeilieney,  the  commissioners  say  ex- 
pressly that,  "  of  that,  there  can  be  no  doubt" 
Mr.  WALKER  asked  if  there  wis  any  one 
portion  of  that  report  which  compared  Mrmphii 
with  any  other  point  on  the  Mississippi  nver, 
and. which  decided  that  it  was  the  best? 
Mr.  BAYARD  said,  certainly  not. 
Mr.  WALKER  observed  thot  then  it  w»i  1 
blind  preference  for  Memphis,  wiihouttheslijht- 
est  regard  to  either  nalionol  propriety  or  the  ««• 
lional  interests  of  other  portions  of  the  coonlry. 
It  was  like  taking  n  leap  in  the  dark;  witlioutany 
knowledge,  without  any  other  survey,  or  with- 
out any  exomiiiaiion  of  other  sites.  Wbyihii 
partial  legislation  in  favor  of  Memphis?  How 
can  an  honest  decision  be  made?  If  it  is  made 
upon  the  information  now  before  the  Senate, 
without  any  regard  to  other  points,  it  would  lx» 
most  unjust  and  unholy  decision. 

Taking  the  whole  re|>ort,  this  point  nothsnn' 

been  examined  by  an  officer  of  the  (opogr«phi«l 

li  or  engineer  department,  but  by  naval  officers fifost 

II  the  sea-bonrd,  he  would  ask,  did  it  furnish  satis- 

!  factory  evidence  that  Memphis  wns  so  much  su- 

'\  perior  lo  all  other  points  on  the  Mississippi  that 

It  should  beprefernd  to  all  others?    What  dw 

officers  trained  to  sailing  on  the  ocean  knowaboul 

batturcs  nnd  sand-bars  n  thousand  miles  inland' 

Now,  so  far  as  the  commissioner*  who  made  ilie 

survey  express  any  decided  opinion,  it  is  nzt\<itl 

Memphis,  on  account  of  the  difficulty  of  acc'M 

to  i(  for  vessels  requiring  repairs.     No  such  d)- 

jection  existed  against  Natchez.     Mr.  W.  t***?; 

itulated  his  arguments  of  yesterday  in  favor  «> 
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Kiiti  lux,  ns  II  point  t-iiliilril  to  prufmuncc  ovur 
Mi'iiiplils. 

Hi'  qiiol>'(l,  from  lliff  r"-pnrt  of  the  comifiia- 
si'itifrsi  tlic  fnll'twinu  passji'^'*: 

**  It  It*  uliittit.  Iiy  n^ii-'clnWi!  riiix-Mi-*  o^  th**  plicff,  thtir, 
fur  itiii' or  two  yiNir-i  p:it.  tlin  l»nuiir>'  li:i-*  (j.iiiii-il  iintliiiii; 
Iti  stirtht'f.  Iiiit  lli.it  rvcrv  nvi-itt^tw  niiai;-<  il  rr'illk  t*ix  tii 
t'.tfi'ii'y  iiii-liirs  l)i-:li<-r.  Tit  rt-rliiiii  l!ii-  |iart  ciiiltnicnl  iti 
111.:  >liv.  El  u'iHlIil  th!  iircf^-ary  tn  U-vcc  tllf  oiH'T  i-tl;*:;  ofil, 
ami  ilrivr  [mI«'>.  ol'  gical  Ii-rigi:i.  at  low  vv.Ucr,"  &'.-. 

You  tire,  tUfii,  to  l)cj;iii  in  llin  wat**r,ai)(l  raise 
up  your  silo,  iit  nii  rxptiisi'  of  J3(l,00i),  to  six  or 
Iwtlvi;  foiliiliovc  I  ii^li-wiittr  mark;  wIhmpiis,  Bt 
Niitclii-z  i\  point  can  lie  Sfli'ctcti  where  tlicre  iti  no 
sniKiliank  to  be  inacle  soliii;  wliero  tlir  liank  is 
twenty  feet  nbovc  tlie  lii;^ltest  water  mark  ever 
known  in  ttu:  memory  of  man;  and  where  tliiTe 
is  :t  .sufliriint  tlepili  of  water  at  nil  seasona  to 
flout  the  vessels  to  !»-?  consiriicti  d. 

On  a  ques'loii  of  such  vital  importance — not 
only  in  a  national  point  of  view,  hiit  in  particular 
to  the  commerce  of  the  Souiii  and  West — was  a 
decibion  to  be  made  in  the  dark,  ar.d  v^iihout  a 
j«rnper  exaininalion  ?  He  asked,  was  it  not  tlic 
paiii  of  |>r(idencu  and  wisdom  to  adopt  the  sug- 
gestion of  ihi;  SenaUir  from  Illinois,  and  have  ail 
(*xuminB(ion  and  estimates  made  between  this 
time  and  the  inrxt  session  of  Congress,  so  that  it 
could  bo  known  what  grounds  ihem  were  for 
giving  any  point  the  preference  of  selt:ctioii. 

Mr.  AV.  itxplained  how  batturos  were  formed, 
and  showed  that  tiny  are,  from  tlnir  very  na- 
ture, subject  to  conslant  clianj;e.  iSo  uncertain 
Wi-ri-  iliey,  that  it  afipeared  preposterous  to  ex- 
|n*ct  any  w<»rk  construcied  upon  them  could  be 
pernianent.  With  regard  to  all  the  facilities  ulTord- 
fd  by  Memphis,  Mr.  VV.  proceeded  to  show  that 
tiles*'  advaniaves  were  enjoyed  by  Natchez  to  a 
niueji  anuter  extent.  He  contended  thai  ihe  ikII- 
roiid  from  Savannali  to  Vicksbnrg  and  Natchez 
would  be  much  sooner coniploied,  and  at  a  much 
l^.ss  cosi,  than  ihat  from  Cliarjesion  lo  Memphis. 
He  read  other  (.assa^es  of  the  commissmners' 
rt;port  lo  show  that  no  decisive  opinum  Wtis  cx- 

preSHetl  eXeln-al  vely  in  ftivor  of  iMeUI)llll3. 

^^r.  WOODRIJllY  said  he  inlcnded  10  offer 
i»iiiy  a  f(  w  remarks  on  llie  subject  under  consid- 
eraiioii.  His  object  was  no(  to  advocate  the 
riaims  in  controversy  of  any  of  ilie  dilTerenl 
places  proposed  for  a  naval  depot  on  the  Missis- 
sifipi.  Il  would  be  railier  to  siiow  the  import- 
ance of  some  such  depot  and  steamboat  yard  on 
the  great  western  waters,  and  to  reconcile  gentle- 
men, if  possible,  to  a  .selection  of  ihe  poriicular 
Bpol  by  professional  men,  more  skilled  in  these 
ninitcrs  than  ourselves.  In  order  to  liarmonize, 
It-l  us  sie  vi'liereiii  we  dilTei'.  Few  of  us,  lie  be- 
]i<>ved,  were  now  not  deeply  impressed  with  the 
importance  of  extending  public  uitenlion  to  topics 
connected  with  tho  naval  defenses  of  tlic  country 
ill  the  Southwest.  Aa  the  commerce  of  the  im- 
laense  valli'y  of  the  Mi-ssissippi  increased,  and 
ils  population  made  such  rapid  strides  in  num- 
bers, power,  and  wealth,  they  required  and  dc- 
Bprved  more  protection.  And  when  wc  looked 
St  ill  further  westward — to  our  relations  nearer  the 
setting  sun — none  could  be  insensible  to  the  im- 
|iOrt}iiicx*  of  due  preparation  lo  meet  any  probable 
rnnlingeneies  in  defense  of  national  rights  and 
litiiionni  liortor.  If  necessary,  lei  us  be  armed  to 
lUe  teeth.  l!nl,  vast  as  were  the  interests  and 
regions  aifecied  by  the  proposed  bill,  he  thought 
ilM  Inni^uage*  tiio  broad, and,  in  ils  common  accepl- 
Hiioii,  liable  to  mislead  and  to  e.xcite  some  unde-  i 
mtrved  pnjudice  against  its  object.  It  conteni-  | 
pluted  not  only  a  naval  depot,  lint  a  yard  for  |l 
r>-pairiiig  as  well  as  building  all  kinds  of  ships 
i>r  war,  as  well  as  mere  steamboats.  Now,  this 
vrus  dicidi'dly  going  too  far  for  the  draught  of 
vruti'r  nt  the  inoiiih  of  the  Mississippi,  and  be- 
yond what  was  required  lliere  in  coi^nectioii  with 
the  defense  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  Only  eigh- 
Irreii  fi.'et  water  at  the  llalize  would  be  loo  little  , 
for  most  fiiiiates,  and  all  vessels  of  a  larger  size; 
tind  lo  think  of  construciing  sucli  vessels  within 
I  he  mouth  of  the  river — even  at  New  Orleans  or 
Natchez,  much  less  nl  Memphis  or  Cairo — was 
ill-judged,  and,  he  presumed,  w.bs  uot  really  con- 
teniphited  by  the  friends  of  the  bill.  But  the 
mover  of  it  [Mr.  Fo.ircu]  evidently  desired  only 
n  place  of  deposit  for  naval  stores,  anil  for  build-  ; 
iug  steam  vessels  of  war  of  u  medium  size.  If  ■ 
lie  did  not,  the  place  for  refiair  and  building  must 
be  nt  tile  north, on  ihc  Atlantic;  or  if  in  the  Uulf 
of  Mexico,  at  IViisucoUi,  which  might  answer,  as  - 


lo  water,  for  frigates;  or  the  Dry  Torlugaa,  where 
the  water  was  deep  enough  for  a  II  kinds  of  vessels. 

Cojiline  the  deign  of  the  measure,  then,  to 
aleam  vessels,  and  a  depot  for  certain  naval  stores 
and  naval  manufactures,  such  as  tin;  chairman 
[.VIr.  li.WARD]  1ms  alluded  to.and.Mr.  \V. thought 
no  great  dillerence  could  t.'Xist  in  the  Senate  as 
lo  the  propriety  of  the  leading  object  of  the  meas- 
ure. 

Depots  could  be  made  even  higher  up  than 
Memphis  or  Cairo,  in  a  limeofapprehension  look- 
ing to  the  lakes;  and  others  as  low  down  as  Nat- 
ch'z  or  liatt^  llou;e,  looking  to  the  Gulf.  Sci- 
entiiic  luiutical  men  might,  on  cxaminaiion,  pro- 
pose more  than  one;  and,  beyond  a  doubt,  might 
regard  the  building  of  steamboats,  suitable  lo  aid 
in  the  protection  of  our  commerce  in  the  Gulf,  as 
at  limes  more  economical  and  safe  than  in  the 
fpinoie  North. 

Though  tt  northern  man,  and  fully  impressed 
wiih  the  skill  of  our  norlhcni  shipbuildiTS,  yet 
he  was  well  aware  thai,  in  lime  of  war,  it  might 
not  always  do  lo  exposethe  vessels  lo  capture  or 
shipwreck,  in  the  long  voyage  round  the  penin- 
sula i^i  Florida  to  the  shores  of  the  Southwest.  It 
might,  in  some  emergencies,  bo  vastly  important 
to  have  new  ones  nearer,  as  well  as  facilities  for. 
repairing  old  ones,  and  (nocuring  many  necea- 
eary  su[>plies.  Place  the  latter,  tlien,  in  deposit 
on  the  iMisRissippi;  build  there,  and  have  meana 
to  build  and  furnish  suitable  steamboats  for  the 
Gull'.     Forewarned  be  r>rearmed. 

What,  then,  do  we  dilfer  about/  It  ij  m(  rely 
the  [joint  on  the  Mississippi  where  lo  commence 
these  essential  operations  If  thai  river  were  like 
Siaten  Island,  or  old  Point  Comfort,  or  Boston 
httrbor,  lil:!e  diiTicully  would  exisl  in  the  selec- 
tion of  a  place.  But,  instead  of  its  being  a  single 
point,  il  was  a  line  of  three  thousand  miles;  and 
itself  and  its  Iribularies  studded  wilh  beautiful 
and  enterprising  cities,  each  cinulbus  in  the  race 
for  Wealth  and  power. 

On  what  part  of  the  line,  then,  should  nurlabora 
begin?  This  was  the  whole  obsacle,  in  his  ap- 
[)rehension.  No  [lerson  had  explored  the  whole 
with  a  view  to  this,  and  rouged  n[>  even  lo  Lou- 
isville, Cincinnati,  and  Pittsburg,  excellent  places 
for  some  kinds  of  boal-building,  and  still  bettor 
for  some  kinds  of  deposits  and  manufactures  con- 
nccled  wilh  naval  operations. 

Memphis  alone  had  been  examined,  with  this 
view — but  not  the  others.  Was  it  not,  then,  ju- 
dicious lo  have  the  others  critically  looked  into 
by  skillful  professional  men  before  we  selected? 
Was  it  not  proper  for  the  public?  It  was  of  no 
consequence  whether  any  of  these  cities  had  re- 
quested it  or  not;  but  rio  not  the  public  inlr-resls; 
do  not  our  eonvictionaof  public  duty  demand  ihat 
all  should  be  examined  before  wc  decide?  He 
thought  they  did.  And,  in  oriftr  to  satisfy  gen- 
tlemen and  the  country  that  delay  was  not  ihc 
object  of  such  n  proposition,  lie,  for  one,  was 
ready  now  to  make  the  whole  appropriation  de- 
sired, if  the  bill  was  only  amended  so  as  to  re- 
quire a  full  examination,  and  report  by  scientific 
men,  before  il  was  expended,  and  authorize  the 
lixeculivc  or  Navy  Department  lo  expend  it  at 
the  place  recommended  by  those  men. 

He  was  in  favor  of  keeping  all  such  selecliona 
separated  from  parly,  political,  personal,  or  local 
interesta.  He,  though  a  party  man,  wished  to 
sever  such  business  from  all  kinds  of  party  influ- 
ence; and  hence,  was  willing  to  leave  the  selec- 
tion entirely  to  professional  and  skillful  oificers, 
disconnected  with  our  political  turmoils. 

In  the  case  of  the  dry-docks,  sevifral  years  ago, 
the  sirugsle  vma  so  severe  lo  obtain  lliem  at  dif- 
ferent places,  ihat  a  similar  course  was  then 
adopted  in  order  to  obviate  furtlier  delay  and  dis- 
sension; and  he  trusted  it  might  be  imitated  on 
this  occasion.  If  it  was,  he  would  vote  for  ihe 
bill;  but  if  it  v/as  not,  he  should  feel  obliged  to 
support  the  amendment  providing  for  a  survey  of 
the  dill'erent  sites  before  a  selection  was  made 
among  them. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  and  ordered, 
on  Mr.  Breese's  amendment;- which,  at  the  re- 
quest of  some  Senators,  was  read  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Senate,  as  follows: 

Strike  out  all  after  the  enacting  clause,  and  in- 
sert: 

Tliiit,  tiir  the  purprt.^e  or,!eleetiiig  a  Kuitahle  niti-  for  a  na- 
val il)'|ii>l  anil  yant  iii  t^oniu  ti'">l  on  the  western  waters, 
the  I'resiLtuiit  ui'llle  Uiiileii  Slated  be,  and  lie  ia  hereby,  uu- 


tliow/.eii  to  select  an  ortlcer  of  the  Navy  of  the  mnk  of  po^t 
eaplaia,  and  cucll  t^killhll  anil  eomjieleiil  topograpllical  en- 
gineer or  eiiijiiieer<4  a.i  he  may  desigiiate  lo  be  aj^jiocialej 
Willi  ,iucli  naval  officer,  wlio.ie  duty  it  ^tliatl  be  tn  make  an 
accurale,  niniuie.  and  scieiiiitic  exniiiination  of  some  point 
at  or  near  lUc  inoutll  nl'tlie  Oliio;of  iMempbiii,  in  the  Stale 
of  Tennessee;  and  of  Natchez;  in  llie  .Stale  of  .M^siisf^ippi, 
wilh  a  view  solely  lo  tlie  raiiabilitiea  and  advanlases  of 
each  of  naid  places  for  a  naval  depot  and  yard  for  liuildinjit. 
eqiiippinc,  furnii^hiiig,  and  repairins  Bleaniiihips  and  other 
vei-sels-of  war  for  the  u»e  of  the  Navy  of  the  llniied  relate:'; 
who  ,iltall  report  to  Congresn,  at  it*  next  session,  a  detailed 
and  faillifal  Ktatemcnt  of  the  several  advanlageti  and  capa- 
bililieit  of  each  of  llie  said  points,  and  a  separate  detailed 
statement  and  e^tiinatc  of  the  expense  attending  Uie  con- 
slractton  of  said  depol  and  yanl,  basing  the  same  upon  ac- 
curale scientific  exaininatioiis  and  surveys,  to  be  made  by 
said  engineer  or  engineers,  under  the  superintendence  of 
the  olfieer  of  the  Navy  lo  he  appoinli'd  as  aforesaid  ;  and, 
for  Ihe  pur[tose.<  aforesaid,  the  sum  of  ^.'t^oOO  be,  and  the 
sameistiereby,appropriati'd  oiilofany  atoiiey  in  tlie'J'reas- 
ury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Amend  the  title  of  ihe  bill  as  follows: 
A  bill  10  provide  for  a  scientific  e.viiluiiialioii  and  survey 
of  certain  [Kiinu  on  the  western  waters,  with  a  view  totlio 
selectiun  of  a  suitable  place  for  a  naval  depol  and  yard. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  resulted  in 
the  negative — yeas  13,  nays  27;  os  follows: 

YEAS  — Messrs.  Allen,  Alehi.'.on.  Alherton,  C.agby, 
Ureose,  lluehanan,  Clayton.  Fairfield,  Haywood,  Stur- 
geon, Tappan,  Walker, and  Woodbury— 13. 

N.AYrf— .Messrs.  Harrow,  Bales,  IJayard,  Choaie,  Crit- 
tenden, Uayton,  Kvans,  Foster,  Fraiiris,  Fulton,  llaiinegan, 
linger.  liuntingtnn,  Jarnagin,  M<'Dul]ie,  Mangiini,  Mer- 
rick, Miller.  Morehead,  I'helps,  Porter,  Hives,  Sevier, Slui- 
inoii-i,  tJpliain,  White,  and  Woodbridge — 27. 

So  the  amentlmciu  was  rejected. 

The  question  recurred  upon  the  amendment 
proposetl  by  the  Committee  on  I^i'aval  AlTairs; 
which  was  adopted,  as  follows: 
I  That  the  President  of  the  United  Stales  be,  and  lie  is 
hereby,  autliorixed  lo  select  and  purchase  a  site  for  a  navy- 
yard  and  de[Kil  at  the  city  of  Aleinplljs,  in  the  State  of 
Tettne..<see,  and  In  erect  sui-li  buildings  and  make  such  iin- 
provemeiiLs  thereon  aa  iniTV  be  necessary  for  the  construc- 
tion ai-d  ri.[>air,  and  for  Ihe  aeeominodaiion  and  sufiply  of 
vessels  of  war  of  lli,-  l.'niled  Stales;  and  Ihat  Ihe  Fresi- 
d'-iit  b"'  iiiiMiorizeil  and  empowered  lo  purchase  any  water 
rigliT-  vvhieh  iiiav'  he  required  to  propel  itip  machinery  np- 
p.Tlainnnl  lo  said  navy-yard,  or  whieh  may  be  useful  in  the 
opi-raiioti^  of  said  navy-yard:  and  lliat  lie  be  furlher  eiii- 
p.  iwered  lo  leceive  any  ijoaalions  of  land,  water  rights,  or 
ri^lils  of  way,  wliieh  the  authorities  of  itie  city  of  Mem- 
phis, or  any  other  bodycor[iorale,  or  any  person  or  persons, 
max  iK*eiii  profier  lo  make  or  grant  lo  the  (ioveriiinent  of 
the  IJiiite.l  Stales;  and  that  the  sum  of  ,$1011,0110  be  appro- 
priated lo  the  objeels  aliircaid,  out  of  any  muney  in  ilio 
Treasury  not  olhi.Twise  appropriated. 

The  hill  was  reported  back  to  the  Senate,  anil 
the  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading. 

JOHN  G.  TIBBATTS. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD,  from  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the  claim  of 
John  G.  Tibbatts;  which  was  ordered  lo  be 
printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HAYWOOD,  the  Senate 
adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

TlitlRSDAT,  .4/))ii  11,  1844. 

The  .lournnl  having  been  read,  • 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  first  business  in 
order  was  the  report  of  the  Commilleeon  Foreign 
Affairs  on  the  subject  of  Hayti,  and  the  moiion 
of  the  chairman  to  printten  thousand  extra  copies 
of  said  report. 

EASTERN  HARBOR  BILL. 

Mr.  TIBE.\TTS  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rules,  to  enable  him  lo  submit  a  resolution  to 
terminate  debate  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  eastern  harbor  bill  at  two  o'clock  to-day. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL. asked  if  his  motion 
of  yesterday  had  not  the  precedence  of  that  mo- 
tion? 

Mr.  DEAN  asked  if  it  would  be  in  order  lo 
move  for  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  to  enable  him 
to  move  that  the  bill  regulating  the  pay  of  the 
Navy  be  taken  up? 

Tlie  SPEAKER  said  that  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  [Mr.  Tibbatts]  had  already  moved 
for  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  and  his  motion  had 
precedence  overall  others. 

Mr.  ELMER  called  for  the  previous  question, 
which  was  seconded. 

Mr.  WIIITE  asked  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky lo  allow  him  lo  add  an  amendment  lo  his 
resolution,  to  extend  ihe  time  one  hour;  but  the 
mulioii  was  not  in  order  at  that  time. 
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Mr.  WHITE  called  for  the  yeas  and  nay%^n 
ordering  the  main  question,  which  lieing  ordered, 
were  taken,  and  resulted — yeaa  115,  nays  43. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  adoption  of 
tlio  resoluticwi,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

SCHOONER  AMISTAO. 

The  next  question  was  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
C.  J.  Incersvll,  to  print  ten  thousand  extra 
copies  of  the  report  made  yesterday  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  AiTdirs,  accompanying  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  Spanish  owners  of  the  schoon- 
er Amisiad. 

Mr.  WHITE  moved  to  amend  the  resolution 
by  adding  a  proposition  to  print  ten  .thousand 
extra  copies  of  the  report  made  yesterday  from 
the  Committee  on  Manufactures,  on  the  subject 
of  the  lariflT. 

Mr.  RATHBUN  called  for  a  division  of  the 
question.  • , 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  said  the  practice  wliich  had 
sprung  up  of  printing  reports  from  committees 
was  becoming  a  great  evil.  They  had,  in  some 
cases,  reports  from  individual  members  of  com- 
mittees, and  the  printing  of  such  reports  by  the 
House  was  in  fact  the  publishing,  at  the  public 
expense,  of  the  speeches  or  arguments  of  mem- 
bers of  the  House,  on  subjects  in  which  those 
members  felt  an  interest. 

Mr.  WHITE  said  this  case  differed  from  those 
to  which  the  gentleman  from  Tenneiisee  referred, 
for  the  reports  here  were  made  by  direction  of  a 
majority  of  the  committee.  ■ 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  said  he  perfectly  understood 
it.  Members  wrote  reports,  and  then  they  were 
brought  into  the  House  with  the  sanction  of  ma- 
jorities of  commiilecs.  He  should  vote  against 
the  printing  of  these  extra  copies. 

Mr.  HUDSON  made  a  fuw  remarks  in  favor  of 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  J.  BRI.NKERHOFF  moved  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  SIMONS  called  fur  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  moved  to  lay  the  resolution 
and  amendment  on  the  table. 

The  yi'iis  and  nays  were  called  for  and  taken, 
and  resulted — yeas  tj8,  nays  85. 

So  the  mnttnii  was  laid  on  the  table. 

HARDORS  AND  RIVERS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TIBBATTS,  the  rules  were 
suspended,  and  the  (louse  resolved  itself  into 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
'Union,  (Mr.  Davis,  of  Indiana,  in  the  chair,)  and 
resumed  the  coiiKidcration  of  bill  No.  203,  reported 
from  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  making  ap- 

Cropriations  for  the  improvement  of  certain  har- 
ors  and  rivers. 

The  pending  question  being  on  the  amendment 
proposed  by  Mr.  RooERi,  to  appropriate  (5,000 
for  the  further  improvement  of  tlie  harbor  at 
Whitehall,  on  Lake  Champlain, 

Mr.  ROGERS  urged  upon  the  committee  the 
necessity  of  making  an  apprnprintinn  for  this 
harbor,  through  which  a  lurge  amount  of  com- 
merce was  conveyed — the  whole  commerce  of  the 
lake  amounting  to  between  six  and  seven  millions 
annually. 

The  amendment  wasalso  advocated  by  Messrs. 
STETSON  and  DOUGLAS,  and  opposed  by 
Messrs.  T.  SMITH  and  McCLELLAND. 

Thcdiscussion  wssfurthercnntinued  by  Messrs. 
WELLER,  STETSON,  SAMPLE,  WIHTE, 
STEENR0D,T.SM1TH.HAMMETT,WIN- 
THROP,andC.J.  INGERSOLL-thethreelat- 
ter  gentlemen>cniering  into  explanations  in  rela- 
tion to  the  expenditures  for  tlic  Boston  custom- 
house, and  the  responsibility  for  so  large  and  so 
continuous  an  appropriation  of  the  public  mone^. 

Mr.  BRENGLE  next  addressed  the  commii- 
Ico. 

Mr.  STILES  staled  that  when  it  was  determ- 
ined by  the  vole  nf  the  House  that  the  harbor 
bill,  then  under  discussion,  should  be  taken  out 
of  committee  at  two  o'clock,  it  was  under  the 
supposition  that  the  short  time  which  intervened 
would  be  confined  to  a  discussion  of  the  merits 
of  the  several  appropriations  which  remained; 
but,  instead  of  a  strict  compliance  with  that  sup- 
position, almost  the  whole  time  had  been  occu- 
pied in  party  discussions  and  eternal  disputes; 
that  the  bill  contained  the  items  of  appropria- 
tions for  fifteen  States  and  Territories,  and  that 
four  hours  had  been  consumed  and  only  four 


States  had  been  disposed  of;  that  but  fifteen 
minutes  remained,  and  the  appropriations  for  ten 
States  had  not  been  reached;  that  he,  as  a  Rep- 
resentative of  the  State  of  Georgia,  was  inter- 
ested in  an  appropriation  fur  the  Savannah  river, 
which  was  near  the  end  of  the  bill;  and  he  asked, 
what  time  woull  be  allowed  him  to  explain  the 
merits  of  that  appropriation  ?  That  if  he  hnd 
only  been  allowed  time,  he  would  have  explained 
by  reference  to  the  recommendations  of  Colonel 
Abert,  and  the  report  of  Captain  Mackey,  of  the 
corps  of  topngrapical  engineers,  who,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Government,  had  surveyed  that 
river  from  a  poitit  several  milfS  above  the  city  to 
the  sea;  and  ihat,  according  to  his  estimate,  the 
sum  of  (70,000  was  absolutely  necessary  for  the 
improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  Savannah 
river;  and  that  an  appropriation  of  less  than 
$50,000  would  not  only  be  attended  with  little  or* 
no  benefit,  but  involve  the  hazard  of  a  total  loss 
of  such  lesser  sum  as  might  be  appropriated. 
He  could  have  shown,  if  he  had  only  the  time, 
that  it  was  an  appropriation  demanded  upon 
efery  principle  of  equity  and  justice;  demanded 
by  the  commercial  importance  of  the  city  of 
Savannah;  demanded  on  account  of  the  small 
amount  which  the  State  of  Georgia  had  ever  re- 
ceived for  this  object  from  the  General  Govern- 
ment; and  demanded,  above  all,  because  the  ob- 
structions designed  to  be  removed  were  placed  in 
that  river  by  the  authorities  of  that  day,  for  the 
purposes  of  national  defense, 

What^imc,  he  asked,  was  allowed  him  to  ex- 
plain the  commercial  importance  of  Savannah } 
The  commercial  importance  of  that  city  was 
scarcely  known.  The  value  of  the  productions 
of  which  that  river  might  be  considered  the  chief, 
if  not  the  only  outlet,  amounted  even  at  the  pres- 
ent depressed  prices,  to  upwards  of  nine  million 
dollars,  and  was  daily  increasing;  whilst  it 
formed  the  chaitiicl  throuzh  which  were  imported 
nearly  all  the  suppliesof  Georgia,  the  southwest 
parts  of  South  Carolina,  and  portions  of  Alabama, 
Florida,  Tennessee,  and  North  Carolina.  The 
exports  and  imports,  by  an  ofiicini  statement 
which  he  had  from  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of 
Savannah,  amounted  to  upwards  of  twentytwo 
million  annually.  Thccity  woaoneof  the  health- 
iest in  the  country.  The  bar,  one  of  the  finest 
inlets  from  the  ocean,  far  surpassed  it  in  facility 
and  plainness  of  entrance.  A  perfect  atranger. 
It  was  said,  with  a  coasting  pilot  in  his  hand, 
even  during  a  gale,  could  run  over  the  bar  into 
good  and  safe  anchorage.  The  river  was  the 
deepest  of  the  southern  rivers,  and  afforded  every 
facility  fur  naviiration,  until  you  reached  the  ob- 
structions which  it  was  tliff  object  of  this  appli- 
cation to  remove.  Besides  the  inland  navigation 
to  the  city  of  Savannah,  from  the  whole  southern 
coast,  and  from  Macon,  Augusta,  and  Charles- 
ton, ii  was  in  the  course  of  connection  by  her 
railroads  with  the  entire  West.  Already  there 
were  railroads  from  Savannah  to  the  Tennessee 
river,  the  whole  of  which  were  graded,  and  the  | 
greater  part  of  the  distance  at  this  moment  in 
successful  operation.  As  soon  as  these  works 
were  finished — which  would  be  in  the  course  of 
a  very  few  years — they  should,  in  Georgia,  have 
opened  to  them  asteamboat  navigation,  extending 
to  ten  Slates  and  two  Territories  of  this  Union — a 
connection  with  the  Wvstand  the  Atluniic  which 
neither  nature  nor  art  would  be  able  to  obstruct; 
which  would  neither  be  blocked  up,  like  the  north- 
ern communications,  by  the  ice  of  winter,  nor 
yet,  like  the  southern  hazardous  channel,  be 
closed  up  in  lime  of  war  by  the  naval  power  of 
an  enemy. 

It  was  not  refiected  that  the  nearest  point  from 
the  confluence  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers 
to  the  Atlantic  coast  was  the  city  of  Savannah, 
whilst  the  proposed  connection  of  that  city  and 
the  West  would  be  less  than  one  half  the  distance 
that  K  was  by  the  present  channels  of  communi- 
cation. Congress  might  expend  millions  in  im- 
proving the  navigation  of  the  lakes  and  canals  on 
the  one  hand,  or  exhaust  the  most  liberal  appro- 
priations in  fortifying  the  Tortugas  on  the  other; 
but  the  people  of  Georgia  entertained  little  fear 
but  that  the  trade  of  the  mighty  West  would  take 
its  shortest  and  safest — its  surest  and  cheapest, 
route  to  the  Atlantic  through  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia. They  had  little  fear  but  that  the  most  high- 
wrought  visions  of  enthusiasm  wouM  soon  dwin- 
dle into  insignificance  before  the  splendid  realities 


that  time  would  develop  on  this  »abjeci;snil  ilut 
ten  years 'experience  would  exhibit  results  which 
the  most  excited  imagination  would  not  now  ven- 
ture even  to  predict. 

Whatlime  was  allowed  him,  he  asked,  loiho* 
that  this  amendment  and  approprintion  were  de- 
man()ed  on  account  of  the  small  amount  wliich 
the  State  of  Georgia  had  ever  received  foribai 
objectf  He  had  before  him  an  es.imiitesliawin' 
the  imports  and  exports,  as  well  aa  llic  difiertst 
amounts  which  each  Stale  had  received  for  iiittt- 
mil improvements,  from  ihccnmineneenientofthe 
Government  to  the  present  time.  Accoriliiig  to 
that  sta  emcnt,  the  Staie  of  Georgia,  willi  an  ci- 
port  trade  of  nearly  ^,000,000  ani»inlly,  hsil  re- 
ceived only  the  pitiful  sum  nf  (151,2^  05;  the 
little  State  of  Delaware,  with  an  export  trade  o( 
$3G,844,  had  received  $1,306,680  38.  The  Slate 
of  Georgia  furnished,  according  to  these  tiiie- 
ments,  one  twelfth  nf  the  exports  of  the  couniry; 
and  if  this  division  of  the  public  money  borenny 
comparison  to  the  commercial  importance  of  the 
dilTerent  sections  of  the  country,  Georgia,  furn- 
ishing one  twelfth  of  the  exports,  should  lu»e 
one  twelfth  of  the  amount  devoted  to  ihisobjeci, 
viz:  $19,262,309  37;  instead  nf  that,  she  had  fc- 
ccivcd  one  tenth  of  one  twelfth.  He  might  refer 
to  other  States,  but  comparisons  were  odious,  aod 
he  passed  them  by.  He  had  referred  to  then  not 
to  create  a  prejudice  against  those  States,  but 
simply  to  show  that,  even  if  Georgia  got  die 
(50,000  now  asked  by  the  amendment,  she  would 
not  be  even  then  receiving  anything  like  a  pro- 
portion. 

It  was  most  of  all  demanded  because  the  al>- 
structions  were  placed  there  for  national  defcnie. 
He  had  before  him  the  must  ample  and  incoiiiro- 
veriible  evidence  of  that  fact. 

This  appropriation  was  not  (as  was  the  cau 
with  some  petty  towns  of  the  lakes)  a»ked  for  die 
purpose  of  moJl'ing  a  harbor  where  nature  nerer 
designed  one;  but  it  was  asked  simply  tnralm 
n  harbor  which  nature  had  bestowed, and  which 
necessity  had  taken  away.  It  was  asked  ooly 
that  the  advantages  which  nature  had  bcsiowed, 
and  ofwhicli  they  had  been  deprived  fur  ihewke 
of  national  defense,  might  be  restored.  The  bet 
of  the  want  of  an  artificial  obstruciina  to  die 
enemy  was  evidence  irresistible  that  there  wu 
no  Hotural  obstruction.  If  the  depth  of  ilie  chan- 
nel of  the  river  had  not  been  suUiciently  gmiu 
admit  the  large  war  ships  of  the  enemy,  then 
would  clearly  have  been  no  necessity  for  sinking 
wrecks  to  prevent  their  approach  to  ilie  ciiy. 
The  measure  of  sinking  those  wrecks  was  nnc- 
tinned  by  the  aulliorliy  constituted  at  that  cricn, 
and  was  justified  by  the  supposed  emergency,  and 
was  not  a  departure  from  the  ordinary  mode 
adopted  on  such  occasions.  Not  forty  milei  ffoa 
this  spot,  were  we  now  sit  in  legislation,  in  iha 
Chesapeake,  were  vessels,  during  the  last  war, 
sunk,  opposite  to  Fort  McHenry,  to  prevent  th« 
approach  of  the  British  to  Baltimore,  and  which, 
as  the  records  of  Congress  which  he  held  wobU 
show,  had  been  long  since  raised  by  theGovcra- 
ment,  by  meaiia  of  an  appropriation  for  that  ab- 
ject, of  (250,000.  In  every  instance  when.in  die 
course  of  national  defense,  it  became  necessary 
to  take  or  destroy  property — to  burn  a  hooie,lay 
waste  a  field,  or  commit  any  other  devasution— 
the  Government  had  never  hesitated  amaoentto 
remove  the  injury,  or  compensate  for  the  too: 
and  wherein  did  such  a  case  vary  from  thii,  ex- 
cept that  there  the  injury  or  damage  could,  by 
some  computation,  be  ascertained,  whereas  ken 
it  was  incalculable'  He  had  not  the  vanity  to 
believe  that  anything  lie  ctiuld  say  would  ebsnje 
a  vote;  but  he  did  firmly  and  conndenily  trust  is 
the  magnanimity  and  justice  of  the  House,  tkst 
they  would  pass  the  amendment;  that  they  woaU 
remove  the  obstructions;  that  they  would  oW'l- 
crate,  now  and  forever,  these  raoauraenu  of  at- 
tional  injustice. 

.  Here  Mr.  Stiles  was  cutoff  by  the  expiratiea 
of  the  hour. 

At  two  o'clock,  the  CHAIRMAN  aooonaced 
that  the  hour  had  arrived  when,  in  putsusneeof 
the  resolution  adopted  this  morning,  the  coraoit- 
tce  must  proceed  to  vote  on  the  pending  smeod- 
ments,  and  as  such  as  may  be  oifered.  Tha 
pending  amendment  was  that  offereii  by  the  p»- 
ileman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Rogem,]  aww*- 
priating  (5,000  for  Whitehall  harbor,  oa  Lak* 
Champlain. 
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Thequestion  was  taken  on  the  amendment;  and 
it  was  adopted — ayes  7G,  noes  73. 
The  clause  appropriating  $50,000  for  the  im- 

Erovement  of  the  Hudson  river,  near  Albany, 
eing  read, 

Mr.  C.  M.  REED  moved  to  amend  it  by  strik- 
ing out  "  near,"  and  inserting  the  words  "  above 
and  below;"  which  was  rejected. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  moved  to  strike  out  the 
whole  clause;  which  was  rejected — ayes  41,  noes 
82. 

Mr.  KENNEDY,  of  Maryland,  offered  an 
amendment  appropriating  (:20,0UO  for  clearing 
out  and  preserving  the  harborof  Baltimore;  which 
was  rejected — ayes  49,  noes  83. 

Mr.  K.  offered  another  amendment  appropri- 
ating (10,000  for  the  same  object;  which  was  also 
rejected. 

Mr.  STILES  offered  an  amendment  to  increase 
the  appropriation  for  removin^r  the  obstructions  in 
the  Savannah  river  from  $20,000  to  $50,000; 
which  was  rejected. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  offered  an  amendment  ap- 
propriating $10,000  for  removing  the  bar  at  the 
mouth  of  Pass  Christian,  Louisiana;  which  was 
rejected. 

Mr.  TUCKER  offered  an  amendment  for  re- 
moving the  obstructions  and  opening  Iberville 
river.  State  of  Louisiana,  $10,000;  which  was 
rejected . 

Mr.  LABRANCHE  offered  an  amendment  ap- 
propriating $20,000  for  the  removal  of  obstruc- 
tions at  Bayou  Laforche,  Louisiana;  which  was 
rejected. 

.Mr.  CRANSTON  offered  an  amendment  ap- 
priatin»  $10,000  for  surveying  and  clearing  out 
Black  Stone  river,  Rhode  Island;  which  was  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  C.  also  (jeered  an  amendment  appropriat- 
ing $10,000  for  the  harbor  of  Church's  Cove, 
Rhode  Island;  which  was  rejected. 

Mr  SEYMOUR,  of  New  York,  offered  an 
amendment  providing  that  all  the  appropriations 
made  by  this  bill  shall  be  made  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Secretary  of  War;  which  amendment 
was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  BRINKERHOFP,  the 
committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill  to  the  House. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  rose  for  the  purpose  ofsut- 
ing  a  few  facts  in  relation  to  this  bill.  It  would 
be  observed  that,  of  the  bills  which  had  been  re- 
ported, purporting  to  be  for  internal  improve- 
ments, one  was  for  improvements  in  the  western 
Bection  of  the  Union,  the  other  for  the  Improve- 
ments in  the  eastern  section.  He  had  taken  the 
trouble  to  cast  up  the  amounts  appropriated  by 
each  bill,  and  he  found  that  there  were  $GG8,I00 
in  the  western  bill,  and  $414,000  in  the  eastern 
bill.  He  took  the  bill  without  the  addition  uf  the 
amendmenis  on  which  they  were  called  on  to  act. 
Where  was  this  division  of  the  spoils  proposed 
to  be  distributpd  ,'  On  turning  to  the  two  bills  he 
found  that  $9ti2,000  were  to  be  expended  in  the 
northern  section  of  the  Union,  and  $120,000  in 
the  southern  section. 

While  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  he  pro- 
posed an  amendment  to  appropriate  $10,000  for 
the  accomplishment  of  a  work  whose  value  and 
necessity  were  set  forth  in  a  petition  which  he 
requested  the  Clerk  to  read. 

The  Clerk  read  ihe  memorial  of  mail  contract- 
ors, persons  engaged  in  commerce,  and  others  in- 
terested in  the  communication  between  New 
Orleans  and  Mobile,  to  show  the  necessity  of 
such  an  appropriation  as  that  proposed  by  Mr. 
Thompson.  He  also  read  a  letter  from  the  Post- 
roaster  General  to  Mr.  Hekderson,  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  Senate,  in  which  the  bar  and  the  ob- 
structions which  Mr.  Thompson  proposed  to 
remove  were  stated  to  have  occasioned  failures 
of  mails,  &.c. 

Mr.  McKAY  requested  the  gentleman  from 
Missiaeippi  to  yield  the  floor — the  right  to  which 
he  would  not  sacrifice  when  this  bill  should 
again  come  up — that  he  might  move  that  the 
House  resolve  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  for  the  purpose 

34 


of  disposing  of  the  pension  bill,  which  had  come 
back  from  the  Senate  with  various  amendments. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  said  he  had  no  objection  to 
complying  with  the  request  uf  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina,  provided  he  did  not  lose 
the  floor  on  the  bill  under  consideratipn. 

Mr.  McKAY  thereupon  moved  to  postpone 
the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  No.  303, 
■making  appropriations  for  the  improvement  of 
certain  harbors  and  rivers,  until  to-morrow,  and 
stated  the  necessity  of  disposing  of  this  bill  im-  ! 
mediately,  the  funds  to  pay  pensioners  having 
been  exhausted. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to — ayes  G8,  noes  63. 

REVOLUTIONARY  PENSIONS. 

Mr.  McKAY  then  moved  that  the  House  re- 
solve itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union;  which  was  agreed  to;  and 
Mr.  Boyd  took  the  chair. 

Mr.  McKAY  moved  that  the  committee  take 
up  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  mak- 
ing appropriations  for  certain  revolutionary  and 
other  pensioners;  which  was  agreed  to.  He  then 
explained  the  nature  of  the  amendments,  and  the 
recommendations  of  tire  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  in  relation  to  them. 

The  Commissioner  of  Pensions,  in  a  report 
made  to  the  House  at  the  commencement  of  the 
session,  stated  that  $450,000  would  be  wanted  to 
pay  arrearages  under  the  acta  of  1838  and  1842; 
and  $110,000  for  the  purpose  of  payin»'orrear- 
ages  under  the  act  of  3d  March,  1843.  The  first 
amendment  of  the  Senate  proposed  to  appropriate 
$180,000  for  these  purposes;  and  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  recommended  another  mod- 
ification of  it,  so  as  to  reduce  the  sum  to  $40,000, 
and  to  give  to  the  Secretary  of  War  the  power  of 
transferring  a  sum  not  exceeding  $220,000  of  the 
sum  of  $400,000  appropriated  to  pay  particular 
descriptions  of  pensions.  This  power  to  transfer 
was  proposed  to  be  given  in  consequence  of  an 
agreement  of  the  two  Houses  to  provisoes  to  the 
bill,  by  one  of  which  widows  would  be  deprived 
of  pensions  for  the  time  their  husbands  received 
pensions;  and  by  the  other,  pensions  would  only 
be  allowed  from  the  time  Ihe  application  was 
filed.  He  read  a  letter  from  the  Commissioner 
of  Pensions  in  cxplunaiion,  and  expressed  a  hoyic 
that  the  amendment  suggested  by  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  would  be  adopted. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  second  amendment  of  the  Senate  was  next 
in  order. 

Mr.  McKAY  said,  by  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate,  the  provision  of  the  bill  prohibiting  the 
receipt  of  a  pension  and  of  pay  for  active  service 
at  the  same  time,  was  restricted  to  officers  of  the 
Army  and  Navy,  whose  disability  did  not  reduce 
them  to  employment  in  a  lower  grade.  Believing 
that  th.ere  was  no  reason  why  this  restriction 
should  not  be  extended  to  oflici-rs  in  the  civil  de- 
partments, the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
recommended  such  extension,  and  the  doing 
away  with  the  invidious  distinction  of  the  Sen- 
ate's amendment.  In  relation  to  the  amendment 
limiting  the  pensions  to  the  time  of  filing  the  ap- 
plication, he  said  the  Committee  of  Ways  ond 
Means  recommended  a  disagreement,  in  the  ex- 
pectation that  a  committee  of  conference  would 
be  appointed,  at  which  some  equitable  rule  could 
be  ojppecd  upon. 

Mr.  DICKEY  said  it  appeared  to  him  that  the 
amendmentof  the  Senate  was  the  one  which  ought 
to  be  adopted.  The  amendment  proposed  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  would  bring  the 
bill  back  to  its  original  form,  in  substance. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  amendment; 
and  decided  in  the  affirmotive — yeas  63,  nays  59. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  amendment 
as  amended;  and,  being  taken,  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative. 

The  last  amendment  of  the  Senate  was  then 
read. 

Mr.  McKAY  said  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  had  recommended  a  disagreement  to 
that  amendment,  in  the  hope  that  a  conference 


might  be  had  between  committees  of  both  Houses 
on  Ihe  subject. 

After  some  remarka  from  Mr.  J.  R.  INGER- 
SOLL, 

Mr.  OWEN  said  that  he  hoped  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  J.  R.  Incersoll]  would 
bring  forward  the  amendment  of  which  bespoke, 
to  alter  the  law  as  to  the  character  of  proof-now 
required  to  prove,  in  cases  of  revolutionary  wid- 
ows, marriagesof  an  ancient  date.  Several  cases 
were  known  to  himself,  in  which  no  human  being 
doubted  the  validity  of  the  marriage;  cases  in 
which  all  the  proof  had  been  adduced  that  was 
required  in  most  of  the  States  to  entitle  to  inher- 
itance; and  yet,  because  no  records  of  marriage 
at  all  had  been  preserved  in  the  oflicc  of  the  proper 
county  at  that  remote  period,  the  proof  was  con- 
sidered insuflicient,  and  the  pen.tioii  refused.  In 
regard  to  the  proposal  to  cut  off  pensions,  under 
certain  circumstances,  from  revolutionary  sol- 
diers, one  single  consideration  would  suffice  to 
decide  him  against  it.  He  knew  not  one,  but 
many  cases,  where  persons  actually  entitled  to 
pen.iions  under  the  law,  had  held  back,  under  the 
influence  of  an  honest  and  honorable  pride,  from 
claiming  at  the  hands  of  Government  their  legal 
due;  had  thus  held  back,  so  long  as  they  could  do 
without  such  aid.  To  curtail  their  pensions  now, 
was  to  decide  that  those  less  scrupulous,  who  had 
applied  for  relief  at  once,  should  receive  it  in  full; 
but  that  those  more  modest,  who  refrained,  until 
necessity  compelled  them,  from  an  application  to 
the  Pension  Office, should,  when  that  hard  neces- 
sity— under  the  pressure,  perhaps,  of  extreme  old 
age — did  come  upon  them;  and  when,  at  Inst,  re- 
luctantly they  claimed  their  due,  b«  told  that  to 
them  but  a  niggard  pittance  should  be  measured 
out;  and  that,  because  they  did  not  rush  forward 
to  demand  their  pensions  at  once,  they  should  not 
receive  any  back  pension  at  all.  A  proposal  pro- 
ductive of  such  effects  he  could  not  countenance; 
and  he  hoped  the  committee  would  not  counte- 
nance it. 

Theomendmcnt  wasfurtherdelmtedliy  Mps.'<r8. 
REID,  of  North  Carolica,  SEYMOUR,  of  New 
York,  and  others. 

The  question  being  taken  on  agreeing  to  the 
amendment  of  the  Senate,  it  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative — ayes  95,  noes  33. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill 
to  the  House,  and  the  qiiesiioii  recurred  on  con- 
curring with  the  amendments  of  the  committee. 

The  first  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

The  second  amendment  was  not  concurred  in, 
the  vote  being — ayes  55,  noes  78. 

The  anienctmentof  the  Senate  was  then  agreed 
to  by  a  majority  of  76  to  58.  , 

The  third  amendment,  limiting  the  commence- 
ment of  pensions  to  the  filing  of  the  application, 
was  next  in  order. 

Some  debate  ensued,  in  which  Mr.  C.  JOHN- 
SON, Mr.  HOUSTON,  Mr.  HOLMES,  and 
others,  took  part. 

Mr.  SAMPLE  moved  the  previous  question; 
and  was  sustained  by  the  House. 

Mr.  C.JOHNSON  called  for  the  yeas  and  naya, 
and  they  were  orderi'd  on  the  question  of  agree- 
ing with  the  Senate's  amendment;  and,  being 
taken,  resulted — yeas  102,  nays  63. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


The  follon'inv  petilinnn,  presented  to  Any,  were  liaiMled 
to  llie  ri'iKtrUTA  liy  iIk'  iiiciiiUertt  |)rei4iMitiiii|  tllcin  : 

By  Mr.  IMKKSilX:  'i'he  pelilioii  of  citiseiis  of  New 
Y'tric,  praylni;  4:oiigri;i«s  in  make  apprfipriiilioiis  for  the  im- 
prf>votiiuiii  of  tliu  navigation  of  tli«  i'nx  and  WivconHin 
nveni. 

Uy  jMr.  D.\N.-\  :  The  petition  of  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
seven  inhabiiantA  of  Hcllonu,  VatoR  ruunty,  Ni:w  York, 
for  II  reduction  of  pititHfc,  and  tlic  alHihtJoii  of  Ihe  frniik- 
ins  privilege  ;  which  w.u  referred  to  the  Coiuniittee  on  the 
Fust  OAici'  niid  Post  Itnads. 

By  Mr.  KOUEItTS:  The  petition  of  sundry  cilinenn  of 
tnwn^iiip  seven,  raiine  one  en-Ht,  Madison  cniiniy,  Miitsis- 
sippi,  pniyinj!  Congress  tor  a  grant  of  land  in  ht-u  of  ihe 
sixlei-nlh  seclion  of  said  townsliip,  wliicli  is  of  no  value  ; 
winch  was  referred  to  the  Coinniillee  on  Pubtie  Lands. 

By  Mr.  .MeCLlCLL  AND :  Tlie  melnoiial  of  the  Hoard  of 
Internat  lliipn>veineiil  of  the  Stale  of  Michi({.in,  for  Itie  re- 
laissioii  of  duties  on  tlte  iui|H>rlation  of  certain  railroad  iruu. 
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By  Mr.  KATHBtTN :  The  petition  of  Levi  J.  Hopkiiu, 
•nd  bnndred  and  iwenij'ntlien.eitixeni  ofCayug*  county, 
New  York,  prajrinf  for  tlie  nduciion  of  poti«(e,  and  Hie 
aboliiion  of  the  fnuilung  privilege ;  whicli  wa»  referred  to 
Ibe  Committee  on  the  Poit  Office  and  Post  Boads. 

Bv  Mr.  BBODHEAD :  A  memorlnJ  eigned  by  Tlioniaf 
HcKeen,  David  Bamet,  and  thirty-five  othen,  citizens  of 
caaleiii  Pennsylvania,  afninst  a  repeal  or  any  ebanfe  of 
the  larUr  act  of  1843. 

By  Mr.  BOWER :  The  petition  of  WtlUam  Hafond  and 
one  hundred  and  thirty-sir  others,  citizens  of  Lagrange,  In 
the  eonnty  of  Lewis,  State  of  Missouri,  praying  an  appro- 
prialloD  for  the  improvement  of  the  western  waters ;  which 
was  rehrred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Wlwla  on  the  sute 
of  the  Union. 

By  Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana:  The  memorial  and  petitions 
of  John  Hard,  Amos  Wilson,  William  Davis,  Jamas 
Comtie,  and  about  one  hundred  and  Uny-five  oihen,  pray- 
ing a  grant  of  certain  lands  for  the  extension  of  the  Wa- 
bash and  Erie  canal,  from  Terre  Haute  to  the  Ohio  river. 

By  Mr.  McCLERNAND:  The  petition  of  David  Stiff 
and  ninety  others,  citizens  of  Gallatin  county,  lUinois,  pray- 
ing Congress  to  appropriate  a  quantity  of  reRise  lands  in 
the  Shawneelown  and  Palestine  land  districts.  In  Illinois, 
and  In  the  Vtncennes  district,  In  Indiana,  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  navigation  of  the  Great  Wabash  river ;  which 
waa  lafeiKd  to  tlw  Committte  on  Public  Lands. 


IN  SENATE. 
Friday,  JfyrU  13, 1844.  . 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  presented  a  petition  of 
Albert  Williama  and  Eliza  A.  Williams,  of  Os- 
wego county.  New  York,  praying  a  redaction  of 
the  ralea  of  poatage  and  the  discontinuance  of  the 
frankine  privilege;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Also,  two  memorials  of  citizens  of  New  York, 
remonstrating  against  the  annexation  of  Texas  to 
the  United  Slates;  which  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Also,  thirty.four  memorials  of  citizens  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  praying  that  no  alteration 
may  be  made  in  the  existing  tariff;  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  a  memorial  from  cit- 
izens of  Oneida  county,  New  York,  and  a  me- 
morial of  citizens  of  Shaftsbury,  Vermont,  sev- 
erally praying  that  no  alteration  may  be  made  in 
ihe  existing  tariff;  which  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  STURGEON  presented  a  memorial  of  cit- 
izens of  Pennsylvania,  praying  that  the  companies 
of  horse  artillery,  in  the  service  of  the  United 
Slates,  may  be  restored  to  the  condition  in  which 
they  were  previous  to  the  reduction  of  the  Army 
in  1842;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
MiUtvy  Affairs. 

Also,  the  proceedings  of  a  meeting  of  citizens 
of  Piltsbure,  Pennsylvania,  in  oppoailion  to  any 
change  of  the  existing  tariff;  which  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  two  memorials 
of  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  praying  that  no  al- 
teration mav  be  made  in  tlio  existing  tariff  until 
experience  had  demonstrated  that  a  change  of  its 
provisions  was  necessary;  which  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.*CLAYTON  presented  a  petition  from  the 
citizens  of  Newcastle  county,  Delaware,  praying 
that  no  alteration  may  be  made  in  the  present 
tariff;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

MINERAL  LAND  LAWS. 

The  following  resolution,  introduced  by  Mr. 
WooDBRiDGK  yesterday , Was  taken  up,  and  agreed 
to: 

Raohtd,  TImt  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treasury  be  directed 
to  tnin^niit  to  the  Henate  such  information  as  iiisy  remnin 
in  tlie  General  Land  Office  relative  to  auy  coiiSiciinn  which 
may  have  heretofore  occurred  between  existing  tc'gula- 
lious  of  the  War  Department,  concerning  mineral  lauds, 
and  the  regular  and  systematic  execution  ufihe  land  lawt) , 
tngptlierwiih  a  Htatement  of  f  nch  lurthrr  rcgixintion  as  may 
see*)  to  be  indicated  by  tbe  practical  esecutioB  of  those 
laws  and  ragiilatioas.  with  a  view  of  preveiilimi  of  frauds, 
tin  presrrvatiim  of  die  simpliciiy  of  the  genemi  land  sys- 
tem, and  to  proper  protection  of  the  interests  of  the  nation 
iu  the  mineral  wealth  nfthe  unsold  lands. 

Several  adverse  reports  of  the  standing  com- 
mittees, upon  private  claims,  were  taken  up  and 
concurred  in  by  tbe  Senate. 

WILLIAM  G.  BROWN. 

Mr.  FOSTER,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
made  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam G.  Brown,  of  Illinois,  praying  compensa- 
tion for  services  as  paymaster  of  the  Illinois  mi- 
litia; which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and 
be  printed. 


JOSEPH  WATSON. 

Mr.  ALLEN  remarked  that  a  short  time  since 
the  Senator  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Jabnacik,] 
from  the  Committee  on  Claims,  made  an  adverse 
report  in  the  case  of  Joseph  Watson.  Subse- 
quently, however,  to  the  investigation  of  the 
claim  by  that  committee,  additional  evidence  had 
been  obtained,  on  which  to  predicate  a  motion  to 
recommit  the  claim  to  that  committee.  He  there- 
fore made  that  motion,  that  there  might  be  a  n-. 
vision  of  the  case. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

ALEXANDER  8.  MACKENZIE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TAPPAN,  the  Senate  took 
up  for  consideration  the  resolution  introduced  by 
him  on  the  22d  February  last,  calling  upon  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  report  to  the  Senate  a 
copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the  court  of  inquiry  in 
the  case  of  Alexander  Slidell  Mackenzie. 

Mr. TAPPAN  and  Mr.  TALLMADGE  made 
some  remarks,  showing  the  iroponance  of  having 
a  publication  of  the  official  proceedings  of  the 
court-martial,  which  had  not  yet  been  made. 

Messrs.  PHELPS,  CRITTENDEN,  and 
ARCHER,  opposed  the  adoption  of  the  resolu- 
tion. They  did  not  see  that  any  legislation  could 
be  based  on  the  proceedines  of  that  court-martial, 
if  they  were  reported  to  the  Senate.  The  officer 
alluded  to  had  been  legally  tried  and  acquitted; 
and  the  republication  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
trial  would  .have  iheeffectpnly  of  again  agitating 
the  public  mind  on  the  subject,  which  had  beeo 
long  since  quieted. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said  he  rose  to  say  a  word 
upon  this  subject  with  profound  regret.  He  had 
deeply  regretted  tliat  his  honorable  friend  had  felt 
it  to  be  his  duty  to  make  the  call.  Mr.  W.  re- 
membered, most  clearly,  the  feelings  excited  in 
himself;  and  the  feeling  he  witnessed  in  others 


here,  by  the  irahsaciions  out  of  which  this  call 
proceeds.  The  officers  of  that  ship  had  paased 
through  the  ordeal  established  by  tlie  laws  of  the 


country,  for  their  part  in  those  transactions;  and 
that  passage  had  been  quiet  and  orderly,  and  on 
their  part,  so  far  as  he  knew,  patient  and  submis- 
sive. 

From  the  inquiry  and  the  trial  they  had  under- 
gone, he  believed  one  result  had  been  arrived  at, 
to  the  conviction  and  satisfaction  of  all.  That 
result  was,  that  those  officers,  whatever  impres- 
sions might  be  entertained  of  the  correctness  of 
their  judgments  and  the  soundness  of  their  con- 
clusions, were  innocent  of  intentional  error;  that 
their  hearts  were  free  from  offense.  Upon  the 
other  side  of  those  transactions  he  had  not  per- 
mitted his  own  mind  to  form  concluRiong,and  he 
certainly  should  not  permit  his  tongue  to  make 
an  expression. 

Mr.  Mackenzie,  he  believed,  was  a  citizen  of 
his  own  State — a  consiituentof  his  colleague  and 
himself;  and,  as  such,  had  a  right  to  expect  their 
watchful  attention  upon  a  question  of  this  char- 
acter. The  second  officer  of  that  vessel,  and  the 
companion  and  adviser  of  Mr.  Mackenzie,  was 
also  a  citizen  of  the  State,  and  the  descendant  of 
a  family  eminent  in  the  revolutionary  history  of 
the  country.  Upon  tbe  other  side  or  these  trans- 
actions were  alao  constituents  of  his  honorable 
colleague  and  himself;  and  constituents  as  strongly 
demanding  their  regard  to  the  officers  of  the  ship, 
or  as  any  other  persons  whatever.  Upon  all  these 
parties,  it  appeared  to  him  this  call, and  the  pub- 
lication of  these  proceedings,  could  have  no  other 
influence  than  to  awaken  recollections  of  the  most 
painful  character,  and  without  any  practical  utility 
to  the  public,  or  to  individuals.  He  did  not  un- 
derstand it  to  be  proposed  that  any  legislatiie  or 
other  action  should  follow  the  call.  PublMRion 
of  the  proceedings  wss  tbe  whole  object,  as  far 
as  ho  understood  it.  In  this  aspect  uf  the  call, 
if  the  whole  proceedings  could  oc  laid  before  the 
whole  public;  if  they  could  pass  through  the 
newspaper  press,  and  be  laid  before  every  reader, 
he  could  see  that  all  the  parties  to  these  transac- 
tions might  naturally  and  rationally  desire  the 
publication.  This,  he  supposed,  neither  they  nor 
the  Senate  could  expect,  as  the  call  would  pro- 
duce>assucbcallsalwayshad  produced, a  volume 
of  two,  or  three,  or  five  hundred  pages,  which 
few  would  read,  and  the  newspaper  press  could 
not  copy.  All  the  public  could  see,  therefore, 
would  be  limited  extracts.  Was  there  not  ground 
10  apprehend  that  such  extracts  would  be  partial 


and  garbled?  He  feared  so.  He  feared  none  would 
make  them  but  such  as  had  partial  ohjecls,  anil 
that  tbe  consequence  of  th  is  official  publication  of 
these  proceedings  would  be  the  constant,  uniair, 
and  unjust  annoyance  of  all  these  parties,  wiih- 
out  enlightening  the  public  mind  upon  tbe  truth 
of  the  whole  case. 

These  were  the  grounds  orhis  regret  that  hit 
honorable  friend  had  felt  compelled  to  urge  the 
call,  knowing  and  feeling,  as  he  did,  that  tbe au- 
lives  of  that  Senator  were  pure  and  palriotie. 
He  must  not,  for  a  moment,  be  understood  u 
casting  a  reflection  upon  him,  or  upon  any  one. 
He  spoke  under  a  feeling  of  regret,  not  of  con- 

Klaint;  much  less  of  censure.  Still  the  call  was 
ere,  and  having  received  information,  to  some  ex- 
tent, as  to  tbe  feelings  of  Mr.  Mackenzie  and  kit 
associates  and  friends  in  regard  to  it,  hi*  prind- 
pal  object  in  addressing  the  Senate  was  to  ay, 
as  he  felt  authorized  to  say,  that  they  did  not 
desire  resistance  against  the  call.  With  the 
qijestion  of  principle  which  the  Senate  might  lop- 
pose  to  be  involved  in  such  a  call,  they  chimed 
no  right  to  interfere;  but  so  far  as  they  might  bt 
considered  personally  intert-ated,  they  made  do 
objection  to  the  publication  of  all  the  procetdinp, 
in  any  way  the  Senate  might  think  proper.  They 
did  not  desire  that  an  v  Senator  should  oppose  it 
from  feelings  personal  to  them. 

Mr.  W.  said  he  should  not  oppose  the  call. 
He  should  vote  for  if.  He  sincerely  doobted  iu 
utility;  but  his  relation  to  all  these  parties,  in  hit 
judgment,  forbade  that  he  should  inakeoppoii- 
lion  to  the  publication.  He  had  spoken  of  iht 
wishes  of  Mr.  Mackenzie  and  his  friends,  made 
known  to  him,  and  he  was  sure  ihatail  theothrr 
parties  to  whom  he  had  alluded,  if  the  opportu- 
nity had  been  presented,  would  have  cxpressnl 
the  same  wishes.  He  could  not  then,  and  be 
should  not,  resist  the  call;  because,  doubting  iti 
expediency  as  he  did,  lie  cimid  not  consent diit 
the  suspicion  should  fall  upon  any  of  these  par- 
ties of  having  prompted  hinn  to  make  socb  resist- 
ance, or  upon  himself  of  having  made  itnndrra 
wish  to  suppress  the  publication  on  their  accoaoi. 
The  question  was,  then  put  o#the  rciolutioD, 
and  it  was  rejected.  ' 

NAVAL  DEPOT  AT  MEMPHIS. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  navy-yard  and  a  depot 
at  or  adjacent  to  the  city  of  Menphis,  os  ikt 
Mississippi  river,  in  the  Slate  of  Tennessee,  vu 
read  the  third  time;  and  the  question  then  beiag. 
Shall  the  bill  pass? 

Mr.  FULTON  demanded  the  yeas  and  says, 
which  were  ordered;  and  the  question  being |wii 
it  was  derided  in  the  affirmative— yeas  31,  nayi 
II;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Mi-Fsm  Archer.  Atrhlson,  B.irmw,  Bim,  hj- 
ard,  Chooie,  Crittenrton,  Daytnn.  Ev«n«,  Fo««,  Pi»«™, 
Fulinn.  Haiinegan,  HeiideriH>n.  Ilnniiiigtoi). JsraacWr^ 
lluffie,  Moiutum.  Merrick,  Miller,  Miirehead.  ftielpf.  f»- 
ter,  Sevit:r.  gimuintiK,  Siurfcoit,  Tallujulfe,  UpkUi 
Wnlker,  White,  and  Wnodbridge-al. 

NAYS— Me»sr«.  Allen,  AUiertoii.Bagby,  Biwe,***: 
anan,  Clayton,  Fairlleld,  Haywood,  PeaicaiTspHai*** 
Woodbury — 11. 

THE  TARIPP COMPROMISE  ACT- 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  reported  from  the  Committee  o«  Fi- 
nance, for  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill 
introduced  by  Mr.  McDdpfie,  for  reducing  lh« 
rate  of  duties  under  the  present  tariff  to  the  stand- 
ard of  the  cnrnpriimise  act. 

Mr.  CHOAl'E  observed  that  it  was  not  n«» 
his  intention,  nor  had  it  ever  been,  m  do  any- 
thing 80  absurd  aa  to  engage  in  tbe  diacnssioii  o| 
the  general  subject,  the  tirgumcnta  on  which  la! 
been  heretofore  so  thoroughly  exhaualed.  Th* 
protection  of  American  industry  had  been  so  aMt 
and  triumphantly  vindicated,  both  inandostof 
Congress,  that  nothing  new  was  left  for  hunio 
add.  He  could  not,  for  himself,  consent  to  tooek 
this  question  of  protection  as  an  open  qucstios. 
No  doubt,  to  some  extent,  and  for  many  objeeu, 
the  quertion  may  be  said  to  be  open;  but  it  »•• 
in  a  limited  sense,  and  confined  to  roatiei*  « 
merft  detail.  It  was  open  to-day  lo  tonB»t 
whether  the  duties  of  1789  were  sufficient  for  pro- 
lection,  or  whether  the  duties  of  1(*28  were  lawt 
thnn  sufficient;  but  that  the  principle  of  prdteewn 
itself  was  an  open  question  he  denied.  B<  I"' 
assured  that  those  who  built  up  thisGovrreti"' 
and  ita  institutions  had  in  their  hearts  the  pu.-po* 
of  iiiauring  this  very  policy  of  protection  to  Aao- 
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ican  industry;  and  those  who  succeeded  ihem  hnd 
but  carried  out  iheir  principles  to  suit  the  altered 
condition  of  the  country,  when  they  established 
the  present  prnleclive  iinlicy. 

For  his  own  part,  while  he  adnnired  the  ability 
displayed  in  the  dcbaic  of  this  question  since  its 
iiilroduclion  this  session,  he.  should  consider  it 
just  as  much  a  Work  of  supererogation  to  rise 
with  ttuthorilies  for  quotation,  and  books  with 
leares  turned  down,  to  defend  life  policy  of  pru- 
leclion  al  ihi.s  day,  as  to  defend  magna  cltarla,  or 
the  right  of  trial  by  jury. 

There  was  a  question  which,  however,  he  ad- 
miiiid   yet  to  be  open;  and  it  was,  whether  a 
given  or  proposed  rate  of  duties  leaves  adequate 
protection  to  American  industry.    It  was  to  that  |< 
quesiion  he  now  wished  to  address  himself  more  1 
jiarlicularly  for  a  few  moments.     He  considered  |l 
the  Senator  from  Missouri  [Mr.  Bbnton]  as  ad- 
mitting the  principle  of  giving  aduquuie  protec-  jl 
tinntii  home  manufaclures,  .such  as  could  be  given 
by  duties  for  revenue,  discriminating  for  both  '■: 
purposes.    That  Senator  recommends  legislation  j 
to  go  bark  to  the  good  old  times  of  the  first  epoch    I 
of  this  Government;  but  he  does  not  advise  the  |1 
revival  of  any  pttriiculnracisiiice  1789.     If,  how- 
ever, he  undersuiod   llic  Senator  from   Missouri 
correctly,  his  princiiile  was  to  have  the  ad  valorem    i 
duty  ns.sessed   on  tlie  foreign  value,  and  not  on  !' 
the  value  in  the  market  here;  the  duty  not  in  any  ii 
case  to  exceed  thirty-three  and  one  third  percent.  ;i 
of  that  foreign  value.     How  far  that  was  practi- 
cable, was  cirtainly  a  question  for  discussion.      | 

But,  a  distiction   should,  in   his  judgment,  be 
drawn    between   the   past  age  and    the   present, 
which  it  appeared  to  him  the  Senator  from  Mis-  | 
fiouri   had  overlooked.     What  was  proper  a  half 
century  ago,  and  for  the  first  twenty-five  years  of 
this  Government,  might  not  be  proper  at  the  pri.'S- 
cnt  moment.   For  the  dilfireiice  of  circumstances, 
the  vast  changes  in  systems  of  naiinnal  policy,  h 
were  to   be  taken   into  consideration;  and    tliey  i 
would   be  found  such  ns  to  jusiify,  if  not  to  de-  ;' 
mand,a  policy  difiV-ring  in  many  ri'S|wcts  from  that  |[ 
which  was  suited  for  a  different  ai;e  and  different 
circumstances.     All  these  consideratimis  were  to  i 
be  weighed  before  the  perilous  attempt  should  be  jj 
maje  of  breakin"  up  the  particul.ir  policy  of  pro- 
tection which  hail  grown  up  in  this  country  williin  ,1 
the  last   five  niiil   tweniy  years.     He  asked   the  ! 
Senate  to  look  bark  to  the  laws  of  1789,  and   in- 
quire what  were  the  views  of  the  frameis  of  iliesse 
(awB.^  what  was  the  system  of  political  economy  i 
by  which  they  were  guided.^     He  averred   that,  ' 
whatever  may  have  been  tiic  rate  of  duly  by  ilie  n 
tariff  law  of  1789,  the  law  itself  was  i'X|uessly 
made   for   the   proiection  of  American   industry, 
just  as  much  ns  tlie  tariff  law  of  1804.      He  eiiu- 
meraied    many  of  the  ariicl'-s  which,  under   the 
tariff  law  of  1789,  were  siilijict  to  specific  duties, 
and  others  subject  to  ai  valorem  duties — in  aev-    , 
era!    instances  exceeding   tliirty   per  cent.       He 
then   gave  n   history  of  the  oriiriii  of  the  law  of  j 
1789.      Mr.  Mudison   proposed   to  the  then  Con-  J 
gress  to  |iass  a  short  hill  often  lines,  modeled  on  ' 
the  sliori  acl  of  1783  of  six  lines,  which  put  spe- 
cific duties  on   two  or  three  articles,  mid   a  hori- 
zontal   duty  of  five  jier  cent,  on  everything  else 
imp<iried;  Mr.  M.Adison's  |)rop<>siiioii  being  lo  put 
specific  duties  on  seven  or  eiglil  nrlicles,  and  an 
ad  vatortm  tliity  on  all  other  imports,  with  a  view 
of  oblaiiiiiig  an   immediate,  supply  of  revenue. 
But  Mr.  Madison's  pioposilion  was  notadopied; 
and  a  diseussimi  arose,  in  consequence  of  other 
prof>osiiiuii8  varying  considerably,  in  which  the 
principle  of  protection  was  advocated,  vindicated, 
and    recorded.     Finally,  this  principle  prevailed 
in  the  bill  which  was  adopted. 

Mr.  McUUFFIE  inquired  if  in  any  of  the  prop- 
oaiiionR  then  nnder  discussion,  any  imposition  of 
duty  half  as  high  as  the  duties  conceded  by  his  j 
bill  WU8  advocated.^  I 

Mr.  CHOATE  observed  that  his  position  was, 
that  duties  were  advocated,  vindicated,  and  re-  | 
corded  for  protection,  no  matter  whither  the  duty 
was  high  or  low.  It  was  the  princi()Ie  of  protec- 
tion tliot  he  wanted  to  show  had  been  then  ad- 
vanced and  maintained. 

Mr.  C  then  gave  a  brief  history  of  the  discus- 
sion nil  the  act  of  1789,  and  enumerated  its   pro- 
vifiions.      He  also  entered  upon  a  detailed  history 
of  the  debate  upon  that  bill,  quoting   many  pas-  | 
SB^es    from   the  speeches  of  Mr.  Madison,  Mr.  ; 
r'it7.8iiniiioiis,  and  Mr.  Hardy.    On  Mr.  Fitz-  '. 


simmona's  plan  the  bill  was  framed;  and  differ- 
ent gentlemen  brought  forward  specific  articles 
for  proiection,  forming  ameiidinenls.  Mr.  C. 
here  stated  that  he  would  spare  the  Senate  the 
reading  of  innumerable  passages  from  speeches 
on  this  occasion,  so  strongly  in  favor  of  protec- 
tion that  he  feared  it  would  be  considered  he  was 
interpolating  passages  from  the  speeches  made  in 
1821  or  18Q8  by  the  most  zealous  advocates  of 
protection.  Mr. Sherman  even  went  so  far  as  to 
advocate  openly  and  avowedly  a  prohibitory 
duty  on  tobacco,  and  his  motion  was  adopted 
nem.  eon.  That,  then,  was  as  much  an  act  for 
protection  as  the  act  of  1824.  But  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  said  the  duties  of  that  act 
were  small.  So  they  were;  but  the  principle  of 
protection  was  therein  established  and  vindicated. 
A  choice  was  at  that  period  and  during  that  dis- 
cussion presented  to  Congress  between  two  bills 
— one,  that  of  Mr.  Madison,  for  revenue  alone — 
for  bringing  the  most  money  and  in  the  speediest 
manner  into  the  Treasury;  and  the  other,  that  of 
Mr.  Fitzsimmons,  fur  both  protection  and  reve- 
nue; and  the  tatter  bill  was  adi)pted. 

Mr.  McDUFFlE  begged  the  Senator  would  not 
evdde  the  question  as  lo  the  mailer  of  fact  what 
were  the  actual  duties  on  iron  and  what  on  cotton 
in  that  bill. 

Mr.  CIIOATE  said  that  it  w.is  impossible  to 
state  what  rate  of  od  valorem  duly  was  equivalent 
lo  the  specific  duties  of  the  act,  not  having  the 
priws  current  of  the  day  lo  refer  to  for  calculat- 
ing them. 

Mr.  McDUFFlE  observed  that,  as  the  Sena- 
tor declined  slating  what  the  duties  on  these  arti' 
cles  were,  reduced  to  the  ad  valorem  principle,  he 
would  tell  him  what  they  actually  were.  The 
duly  on  iron  was  five  per  cent.;  on  colloii  goods, 
seven  and  a  half  per  cent.;  and  wuoleii  goods,  five 
per  cent. 

Mr.  CHOATE  remarked  thai,  in  1789,  there 
was  not  an  iron  factory,  not  a  cotton  factory,  nor 
a  woolen  factory  in  the  United  Slates,  calling  for 
protection;  but  the  duties  of  the  act  on  articles 
competing  with  home  industry  were,  in  many 
cases,  he  had  no  doubt,  as  high  as  from  thirty  lo 
fifiy  per  cent.  He  proceeded  lo  show  that,  on 
those  articles  which  required  proiection,  the  du- 
ties of  the  acl  against  siiuilnr  articles  imported 
were  protective.  He  quoted  Mr.  Dallas's  argu- 
ments on  the  act  of  181ti,  in  which  he  says  lliat  all 
the  acts  for  revenue,  passed  since  the  commence- 
ment of  the  Government,  had  for  their  object  the 
encouragement  of  home  industry  bv  adejjuote 
protection.  Passing  strange  would  it  have  been, 
if  the  fathers  of  the  Constitution  had  nut  main- 
tained ihc  doctrine  of  protection.  He  referred  to 
an  anonymous  article  written  from  North  Caro- 
lina, in  1787,  to  show  thai  the  American  system 
was  then  a  lavorilc  and  prevailing  doctrine,  well 
understood.  He  said  he  had  quoted  this  from  a 
collection  of  tracts  which  he  found  cited  by  the 
American  Review.  All  these  evidences  of  the  pre- 
vailing sentiments  of  the  great  men  of  1789  showed 
thai  lliert;  was  a  profeiuiid  feeling  even  then,  that 
without  building  up  the  home  manufactures  of 
young  Anierir^,  her  inde[>endence  would  have 
proved  but  a  barren  sceptre. 

He  referred  to  the  processions  which  were  got 
up  to  celebrate  the  ratincation  of  the  Coiislilution, 
and  particularly  to  one  in  Philadelphia,  lo  show 
that  us  irrefragible  evidence  of  the  sentiments  of 
the  people  in  favor  of  home  manufactures  might 
be  gleaned  from  the  popular  feeling  evinced  on 
iliat  occasion,  as  from  tlie  debates  of  the  period, 
lo  be  found  in  Mr.  Madison's  papers,  or  tlie  con- 
gressional records;  or  even  from  the  strongest 
passages  in  the  volumes  of  the  Federalist.  He 
read  a  detailed  account  of  the  pageant  in  Philadel- 
phia, on  the  occasion  referred  to,  and  commented 
upon  it,  as  evincing  the  spirit  of  the  times,  and 
showing  the  force  of  public  opinion  in  favor  of 
protecling  and  fostering  the  manufaclurtng  inter- 
ests of  that  time. 

He  next  proceeded  to  show,  that  from  1789  to 
1816,  the  manufacturing  interest  in  the  United 
States  had  not  only  multiplied  its  value,  but 
changed  its  nature;  lie  stated  that,  so  largely  had 
it  grown,  that  it  presented  a  much  broader  mark 
fiH*  the  slings  and  arrows  of  foreign  competition 
than  it  did  before,  and  consequently  trusted  more 
to  protection.  The  principle  of  protection  having 
been  established  wiih  the  establishments  of  the 
Guvernnietit  itself,  whenever  it  became  necessary 


to  extend  it,  the  statesmen   ot  1816   and   1834 

might  be  defended  for  the  extension  they  found 
necessary  by  the  policy  of  iheir  fathers  of  1789. 
The  value  of  mechanical  labor  was  appreciated 
by  every  one  who  had  participated  in  this  debate, 
no  matter  of  what  party.  In  passing  a  high 
eulogium  upon  the  mechanical  arts,  and  upon  ar- 
tisan labor,  Mr.  C.  referred  to  the  works  of  Adam 
Smith  to  show  his  sense  of  the  advantages  result- 
ing from  that  species  of  industry,  both  in  asocial 
and  national  point  of  view. 

There  was  one  reason,  if  no  other  existed,  why 
his  affections  should  be  enlisted  in  favor  of  man- 
ufaclures and  mechanical  labor;  and  it  was,  thai 
in  all  ages,  and  in  all  countries,  they  had  been 
uniformly  found  the  handmaids  of  liberty,  the 
instruments  of  civiliziTtion,  and  the  forerunners 
of  democratic  institutions.  He  acknowledged 
that  he  fell  great  solicitude  to  rescue  the  legis- 
lators of  1816  and  1824  from  the  aspersion  of 
being  millionary  capitalists  and  trading  poli- 
ticians, perverting  the  legislative  power  for  sin- 
ister purposes  He  adverted  to  the  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances of  the  country,  in  1816,  at  the  term- 
ination of  the  late  war,  which  had  placed  it  in  a 
condition  that  called  for  new  developments  of 
national  policy.  It  was  a  time  when  every  Amer- 
ican citizen  fell  that  there  should  be  a  rally  of 
patriotism  for  a  renewed,  a  regenerated  nation- 
ality. The  patriots  of  that  day  felt  ihe  stain  it 
would  be  to  leave  the  country  subject  to  sucli 
humilities  and  privations  as  it  had  just  emerged 
from.  Hence  arose  the  present  protective  sys- 
tem. Therefore,  it  was  unkind  and  unjust  to 
impute  to  those  men  who  had  made  this  rally 
other  than  the  obvious  patriotic  motives  by  which 
they  were  actuated.  They  might  well  defend 
themselves  from  every  assault  upon  their  princi- 
ples and  motives,  by  a  reference  to  the  solicitude 
of  the  founders  of  the  Government  for  the  fos- 
tering protection  of  domestic  manufactures. 

Here  Mr.  C.  intimated  to  the  Senate  that  he 
felt  exiiaused,  and  hoped,  if  agreeable  to  the 
Senate,  that  ihe  subject  would  be  passed  over 
informally. 

Mr.  Woodbury  rose  to  move  an  adjourn- 
ment. 

Mr.  ARCHER  said  there  were  some  refer- 
ences to  be  made  in  secret  session,  which  would 
not  occupy  more  than  five  minutes'  time. 

ADJOURNMENT  OVER. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  that  when  Ihe  Sen' 
ate  adjourn,  it  should  be  to  Monday  next. 

EXECUTIVE  SESSION. 
The  Senate  then  went  into  executive  session; 
and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 

FnivAt.^pril  12,  1844. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  WELLER  moved   a  suspension   of  the 

rules,  in  order  that  the  House  might  resolve  itself 

into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of 

the  Union,  with  a  view  to  the  transaction  of  the 

public  business. 

RESOLUTIONS  OF  MARYLAND. 

Mr.  CAUSIN  asked  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
to  give  way  for  a  moment,  that  he  might  pre- 
sent certain  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of 
Maryland. 

Leave  being  granted, 

Mr.  CAUSIN  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  Slate  of  Maryland,  requesting 
the  members  from  said  Slate  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  United  Stales  to  give  their 
prompt  and  earnest  attention  to  the  bill  providing 
for  the  transfer  of  the  slock  held  by  the  United 
Stales  in  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Com- 
pany to  lite  State  of  Maryland,  and  to  expedite 
the  passage  of  said  act  through  the  said  House 
by  every  means  in  their  power;  which  resolution 
was  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  stale  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  C,  by  leave,jilso  presented  a  resolution  of 
the  Legislature  of  iheState  of  Maryland,  request- 
ing the  Senators  and  Representatives  from  said 
Stale  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  Slates  lo  use 
their  exertions  to  effect  the  passage  of  a  law  by 
that  body  making  the  rescue  of  any  runaway 
slave  from  the  master,  or  any  person  authorized 
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to  apprehend  the  aame,  a  criminal  oflienie,  pun- 
isbaoie  by  impriaonment  in  all  cases  where  the 
party  offending  shall  not  be  able  to  remunerate  the 
injured  party  in  damages;  which  resolution  waa 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  C,  by  leave,  also  presented  a  resolution  of 
the  Legislature  o(  the  State  of  Maryland ,  requeat- 
ing  the  Senators  and  Representatives  of  the  said 
State  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  touse 
their  best  exertions  to  have  the  bridges  over  the 
Eastern  Branch  of  the  Potomac  river  made  free; 
which  resolution  waa  referred  to  the  Committee 
for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  WELLBR  renewed  his  motion  for  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rules. 

Mr.  PHCBNIX  asked  leave  to  introduce  a  bill. 

Objections  were  made,*  and  leave  was  not 
granted. 

REPORTS  PROM  COMHITTEBS. 

The  order  of  business,  being  the  reception  of 
reports  from  committees,  was  called  for. 

Mr.  HENLEY  observed  that  he  had  business 
to  present  to  the  House  which  had  been  deferred 
for  the  last  six  weeks.  He  wiw  determined  to 
have  an  opportunity  to  get  through  with  the  busi- 
nesa  which  was  thus  accumulating  upon  his 
hands,  or  be  would  know  the  reason  why. 

On  the  motion  to  suspend  tberules  for  the  pur- 
pose of  going  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  demanded  and  ordeied;  and,  being  taken, 
lesulled — yeas  70,  nays  81. 

So  the  roles  were  not  suspended. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  reports  from  stand- 
ing committees  were  in  order,  and  commenced 
oalling  for  them. 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  being 
called, 

Mr.  KENNEDY,  of  Maryland,  begged  leave 
to  inquire  of  the  chairman  of  that  coipmittee  if 
tbey  were  to  expect  a  report  this  session  on  the 
BMmorial  of  the  Colonization  Society  > 

Mr.  C.  J.  INOERSOLL  replied  that  a  report 
might  be  expected. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  HUN6ERF0RD,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  Cominittefi  on  Revnlutionary  Prnsions 
be  disehwied  Irnni  tJie  cuntfidemtion  or  the  peiitlonii  iif  June 
Bean,  Ljrdia  Uaker,  Murjr  SniDpsoii,  Gerirude  Tbnmu, 
Sarah  P«wter,  widow  of  Jonhuii  Poster,  Lucy  Hre«tun, 
Sarah  Raruaioiid,  widow  of  John  lliiiiiiiiond.  decensed, 
Mat;  Green,  SuMnnab  Kimball,  Elisabeth  Bundolph.  Iren* 
Msrtball,  Nancy  ftichardson,  widow  of' Jnmes  RichnrdMin, 
Baish  Senvel,  Alaneon  llille,  Jonatimn  ChandlT,  tVilliani 
Kerr,  atepheo  Hedter.  Moct  Wilkeneon,  Barouel  Lnrrabee, 
John  E.  Millinn,  David  Melirn,  John  M.  Koseberry,  Wil- 
liam Stubblefield,  Kamlal  Snllh,  and  Thnniat  Howard. 

Ordered,  Tliat  the  Mid  petitions  Iw  laid  on  tlie  table. 

Mr.  McILVAINE,  from  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Pensions,  made  a  report  upon  the 
petition  of  Arsennth  Orvis,  widow  of  Gersham 
Orvis,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  her  relief;  which 
waa  read  a  first  and  second  lime,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  Mel.  also,  from  ihe  same  committee, 
made  an  adverse  report  upon  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam Cotton;  which  waa  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  J.  BRINKERHOFP,  from  the  Commitue 
oit  InvaKd  Pensions,  reported  an  amendatory  bill. 
for  the  relief  of  Jonathan  Bean;  which  was  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  B.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
a  report  upon  the  petition  of  Robert  Monroe,  ac- 
companied by  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  bill  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  BRINKERHOFP.  it  was 

Ordered,  Thil  tbe  Committee  on  Invalid  Penaiona  be 
diwbaifed  from  the  further  coiisideralion  of  tbe  petition  of 
Maijarei  Evana,  aad  that  it  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CULLOM,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  Ihe  Committee  on  lavalid  Pensiene  b« 
diieharied  (hMD  the  eonaideration  of  the  petiliona  of  Thom- 
aa  Hannifan,  Jeaae  Vline,  and  Jnieph  U.Gilman,  and  ihM 
tbe  petitkina  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  C,  from  the  same  committee,  made  an  ad- 
verse report  upon  the  petitions  of  Amasa  Brown 
and  Jacob  Colvin;  which  were  laid  on  the  table. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  OWEN,  it  waa 
Ordered,  Thai  Ihe  Committee  om  Roada  and  Canals  be 
dieebargad  (htm  the  eonaideration  afthe  caae  afHeanr  M. 
Sbreve,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  Uie  Committee  on  Patents. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  OWEN,  it  waa 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Roade  and  Canals  be 
diacbaned  from  the  eonaideration  ofthe  memorial  of  Joahua 
W.  Kirk,  relaUre  to  a  (uiud  forMeamboais,  and  that  it  be 
laid  on  tbe  taUe. 


Mr.  OWEN,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate  entitled  "A  bill  confirmine  and  assent- 
ing to  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Virginia,  en- 
titled *An  act  further  to  amend  the  act  incorpor- 
ating the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Compa- 
ny,      reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Ordered,  That  tbe  said  bill  be  committed  to  tlie  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  atatu  of  liie  Union. 

Mr.  PRATT,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  and  Grounds,  reported  the  following 
resolution;  which  was  read,  and  agreed  to: 

Whereaa,  from  the  freat  difficulty  in  nacenainlng,  even 
after  a  view  of  the  moilcU  or  dralla  now  in  the  (KMseaalon 
of  the  Patent  Office,  for  what  iiivpntions  patents  have  Is- 
aned,  mm*b  time  and  labor,  and  often  heavy  cspenaes,  are 
incurred  by  persons  in  difterenl  sections  of  the  (Jiiited 
States,  in  penecting  what  they  conceive  to  be  inventions 
originating  with  theiuselve.-*,  but  which,  to  tlieir  mortiflca- 
lion,  HiHl  often  great  |>ecuninry  loss,  they  And,  upon  appli- 
eation  at  tlie  Paleni  office,  to  have  been  alreadV  secured 
by  oUier  persons,  thus  rendering  their  hm%  and  Irequently 
expensive  iabon  nut  only  nugatory,  but  ahiiolutuly  dUcour- 
asing  to  future  altempu  to  render  service  to  tlie  coumiu- 
nlty  and  reflect  honor  on  our  Country  |  and  whereas  large 
sums  are  annually  paid  into  tile  Patent  Office,  and  for  pat- 
ents— the  invest  m<:nls  thereof,  after  deducting  necessary 
expenses,  ainouiiliug  annually  to  about  $IO,UOU — wlucb  ' 
surplus  could  be  advantn^enu^ly  applied  to  the  benefit  of 
the  numerous  class  of  cittKens  w'hoiie  geniuA  Icad^  them  to 
tlie  discovery  of  new  and  useful  Inventions,  npd  to  whose 
benefit  it  seems  reasonable  that  some  portion  of  tbe  ad- 
vantage received  by  the  public  should  revort :  Therefore, 

ReseUed,  Thut  the  Coniiuittce  on  Patcnlx  be,  and  they 
are  liervby,  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  mak- 
ing the  necessary  appropriation  out  of  the  patent  Amd  to 
purchase  an  ample  collecUon  o)' scientific  and  other  nocea- 
snry  books,  to  provide  for  the  publication  and  distribution 
ofthe  descriptions  and  ilrawin^  of  the  inventions  for  which 
patents  have  been  granted :  also  what  other  provisions  are 
neceasary  togive  greater  efficiency  to  the  office,  and  a  more 
perfect  arrangement  ofthe  models  and  drawings  within  the 
extent  of  the  fund  arising  from  patents,  and  iJiat  tbe  com- 
mittee report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  HARPER,  from  the  Committee  on  Pat- 
ents, madean  adverse  report  upon  the  petition  of 
Stephen  McCormack;  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  OWEN,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  Ihe  Oommiltee  on  Boads  and  Canals  be 
discharged  from  the  consideration  of  llie  petitions  from  cit- 
izens of  Ohio  and  Illinois,  for  an  appropriation  for  the  con- 
tinuation of  the  national  road ;  and  that  they  be  eonimitted 
10  ilie  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Uie  sum  of  Uie  Union. 

Mr.  PRATT  presented  a  letter  from 'Mr.  W. 
H.  Ward  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
and  Grounds,  in  relation  to  the  use  qf  cast  iron 
for  various  parts  of  the  contemplated  new  build- 
ing for  the  use  of  the  War  and  Navy  Departments; 
which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  P.,  from  the  same  committee,  made  a  re- 
port upon  the  sol^ject  of  appropriating  ground  for 
the  erection  thereon  of  a  national  monument, 
accompanied  by  a  joint  resolution  for  land  for  a 
national  monument;  which  was  read  a  firat  and 
second  time,  and  committed  to  Ihe  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  slate  ofthe  Union. 

Mr.  P.,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  a 
bill  for  an  addition  to  the  Patent  Office;  which 
waa  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  committed 
to  tbe  Committee  of  tbe  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union. 

Mr.  P.,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  a 
joint  resolution,  appropriating  |500  towards  de- 
fraying the  expense  of  watering  and  cleaning 
Pennsylvania  avenue. 

Mr.  BURKE  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table;  but 
subsequentlr  withdrew  the  motion. 

Mr.  SUMMERS  objected  that  this  was  an  ap- 
propriation of  money,  which  could  not  be  done 
in  the  form  of  a  joint  resolution.  If  the  appro- 
priation was  to  lie  made,  it  must  be  done  in  the 
form  of  a. law. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  lay  the 
resolution  on  the  table,  and  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  resulted — yeas  81,  nays  86. 

So  the  resolution  4ras  not  laid  on  the  table. 

After  a  conversation  between  Messrs.  ADAMS, 
HOUSl'ON,  BURKE,  PRATT,  and  others,  the 
resolution  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  im 
Public  Buildings,  that  its  form  might  be  changed 
to  that  of  a  bill. 

Mr.  NE^,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pen- 
sions, reported  the  following  bills,  and  tbey  were 
read  twice,  and  committed: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Asa  Davies;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  W.  Church. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Illinois,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, madt;  adverse  reports  in  the  cases  of  John 
Howard  and  Darius  Hawkins. 


Mr.  NORRIS,  from  the  Committee  of  Wan 
and  Means,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  John  Sweeney;  and,  on  his  molion,  that 
committee  was  discharged  from  the  consideration 
of  the  memorials  of  citizens  of  Maine,  Maaaa- 
chusetis,  and  New  Hampshire,  in  relation  to  the 
breakwater  at  Lane  Cove. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKAY,  the  annual  esti- 
mates from  the.  Post  Office  Department,  whiiJi 
were,  a  few  days  ago,  referred  lo  the  Conimiiicg 
on  the  Post  Oflice  and  Post  Roads,  by  misuke, 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  anj 
Means. 

Mr.  HOLMES,  from  the  Committee  on  Con- 
merce,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  erection  of 
light-houses,  and  for  other  purposes;  which  vu 
read  twice,  and  committed. 

Mr.  PHCENIX,  firom  the  same  committK, re- 
ported a  bill  niaking  provision  for  warehoasin; 
certain  merchandise,  and  for  other  purposes; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

Mr.  STEWART,  from  the  Committee fortln 
District  of  Columbia,  reported  back  Senate  bill 
incorporating  Georgetown  College;  which,  after 
some  conversation,  was  committed  to  tlieCem- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  ofthe  Union. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  that  the  moniin; 
hour  had  expired. 

HkVAL  SERVICE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PARM  ENTER,  tbe  Hmue 
resolved  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whols 
on  the  slate  ofthe  Union,  (MrWiNTaaorinUK 
chair,)  and  proceeded  to  the  eonsidcraiion  of  the 
,bill(iyo.  138)  making  an  appropriation  of  certaia 
moneys  in  the  Treasury  for  the  naval  service. 

The  bill  was  debateii  by  Messrs.  PARMEN- 
TER,  SCHENCK,  and  C.  JOHNSON. 

Mr.  HOLMES  moved  that  tbe  committee  rise, 
and  report  the  bill. 

Mr.  JAMESON  said  he  hoped  the  eomnitlte 
would  not  rise;  but  that  this  bill  would  be  laid 
aside,  and  that  the  committee  would  take  upibe 
bill  (No.  119)  making  appropriatioiin  fortlieiiaj- 
ment  of  losses  sustained  by  tbe  Missouri  vohio- 
teers  in  the  Florida  war. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  to  rise; 
and  decided  in  Ihe  affirmative. 

The  committee  rose,  and  reported  the  bill. 

The  bill  was  then,  afUri>eing  ordered  to  beta- 
grossed,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 
PRIVATE  BILLS. 

Mr.  VANCE  moved  that  the  House  retoivs 
itself  intoa  Committee  of  tbe  Whole,  for  lli«  ens- 
sideration  of  private  bills. 

Mr.  WELLER  moved  that  the  Houseresoln 
itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  suu 
of  the  Union,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  sp  the 
bill  makine  appropriations  for  the  Army. 

Mr.  DROMOOOLE  inquired  if  the  motion  to 
go  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  aula 
of  the  Union  did  not  take  precedence  over  the  ao- 
tion  to  go  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole? 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  it  was  inoHerto 
move  to  go  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  oa 
the  stale  of  the  Union  atany  time;  but  the  motion 
made  first  would  take  preeedence.  The  neit 
business  in  order,  however,  was  the  eonsitet*- 
tion  of  private  billa.  ' 

Mr.  VANCE  then  withdrew  his  motioa. 

Mr.  ELMER  moved  to  suspend  tkenlMfor 
the  purpose  of  going  into  the  Commiltee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  VANCE  called  for  the  Teas  and  nays  oa 
the  question;  which,  being  ordered  and  takes, 
resulted — yeas  78,  nays  81. 

Tbe  SPEAKER  observed  that  there  were  sev- 
eral l>ills  on  his  table  on  their  engroasmeDt,*kiek 
would  be  taken  up;  and 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HOLMES,  the  bill  fbr  ike 
relief  of  John  Fra«er  and  George  A.  Treabdm 
was  taken  up,  the  question  being  on  its  sogroas- 
ment. 

The  bill  waa  then  debated  by  Messrs .  SIMONS, 
6R1NNELL,  BOWLIN,  ra<MBR,HOLllES. 
TUCKER,  and  GIDDINGS. 

Mr.  HALE  moved  tbe  previoos  quesma; ano 
it  was  sustained  by  the  House. 

Mr.  FICKLIN  called  for  tbe  yeas  and  mj> 
on  the  question  of  engrossment;  but  they  vtn 
not  ordered. 

The  SPEAKER  put  the  question  on  tbe  ^ 
gro'ssment  of  the  bill;  and,  being  taken,  re«ili«" 
—ayes  47,  noes  49 — being  lesa  than  a  qaoraa- 
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Tellers  were  called  for;  and  Messrs.  Vancb  and 
TiBBATTs  were  appointed;  and  they  reported — 
ayes  73,  noes  46. 

The  bill  was  thci1*read  the  third  timei  and 
passed. 

The  House  next  took  up  on  its  engrossment 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Grant  and  others, 
owners  of  the  fisiang  schooner  James  and  Henry. 

The  bill  was  opposed  by  Mr.  C.  JOHNSON, 
and  advocated  by  Messrs.  HALE,  J.  BRINK- 
ERHOFF,  DUNLAP,  SEVERANCE,  and 
V-MNTHROP. 

After  which,  the  question  bein^  put  on  order- 
ing it  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  it  was 
decided  in  the  affirmative. 

The  bill  was  then  read  the  third  time;  and  on 
the  question,  "  Shall  this  bill  pass.'" 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays;  which,  being  ordered  and  taken,  resulted 
— yeas  78,  nays  52. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Levi  Eldridge  and 
others,  was  next  taken  up  and  read. 

Mr.  C.jpHNSON  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
report;  which  was  read. 

The  bill  was  then,  after  being  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

NARRATIVE  OF  EXPLORING  EXPEDITION. 

The  bill  extending  the  privilege  of  copyright 
to  the  authors  of  the  narrative  and  account  of  the 
exploring  expedition  was  taken  up. 

Some  debate  ensued,  in  which  Messrs.  HALE, 
HOLMES.  MARSH.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL. 
OWEN.  ADAM-S.DAVlSof  Indiana,  BURKE, 
WELLER,STEENROD,  C.JOHNSON,  BAR- 
NARD, SLMONS.  McDOWELL.SCHENCK, 
and  others,  took  part. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL,  the 
further  consideration  of  the  subject  was  post- 
poned until  Friday  next. 

ADJOURNMENT  OVER. 

Mr.  DtJNCAN  moved  that  when  the  House 
adjourns,  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday  next. 
The  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded. 
Mr.  DUNCAN  withdrew  liia  motion. 
The  House  then  adjourned. 

The  fcillowing  petiliona,  preipnted  to  day,  w«re  haiitlud 
lo  IliH  rejHiricra  by  ihr  iiu'iuNth  |irfs*riiijri}[  Uiein  : 

Ity  Mr.  HENLEY  ;  Tlte  puprrs  iii  iln:  casuuCJolin  Hosf{, 
an  iipplicaiit  I'ur  a  pensKiii  for  revdlutiuiiary  Mvrvicc*a,  wt:rt; 
Wtthdniwti  from  lite  fil«!t,  and  rcl'tirrcd  to  ihc  Cuitiiniilee 
on  Iluvoliuionury  Pi-ii>tic)iis. 

By  Mr.  ATKINSON:  The  petition  of  Thorn ns  W.  Jor 
dan,  of  Port^rnoinlt,  Virginia,  a»kiii|{  fur  pay  lor  itrrvices 
rendered  by  hnn  in  tliucapucity  uf  piiriieriin  bitiird  ihc  On- 
kiiliye ;  which  was  reft'rrcd  to  thu  Comnuttue  un  Navul 
AtTairs. 

Hy  Mr.  RAM3EV :  The  petition  of  General  Thomnji 
Hnrpt'ty  William  Sawyer.nml  iMghiyi<ix  mherB,  citizens  of 
J^y  ken's  Valley,  Duuphni  cuuiiiy,  Pentirylvunia,  protesting 
ti^aiiiptuiiy  iiilcrfert'iice  with  Uic  liiritfof  IK42. 

Hy  Mr.  t;.  M.KEBI):  The  ni*:niflrial  uf  I.ewid.Mnrtin  and  j 
on<;  hundre<l  and  ninety-eight  o(her!<.  cili7.en»  <»f  Uiehlnnd,  | 
Hiirun.and  Erie  couiitiei',  Ohio,  nuking  an  uppropnation  ' 
for  re|h-unug  and  ronnnuing  ihv  work  un  the  hurburat  Vcr-  j 
million,  on  l^iike  Erie.  i 

Also,  the  nieiiKirial  of  A.  C.  Swaiinntid  »:ixiy  five  others, 
ciitKeiis  of  Erie  county,  fennHylvania,  wiUioui  (Kirty  ditt- 
tiiiciioii,  approving  the  tanfl'  ni   I84J,  and  reiiiuiiDtrHiing  i 
aumnxt  Coniire^ft  innking  any  iMiHlifiraiii>n.  I 

AIco,  the  iniMiional  of  Jnsepti  A.  Uankin  anil  one  Imii-  ' 
dred  nthertt,  ritizeii!*  of  Darion  cotinry.  I'enn^'tvania.  tif  I 
llie  same  imfHiri.  ami  reimniHiratint;  ufain>it  the  piLtcuge  of  j 
tlie  bill  reported  by  tiie  (JoiniiiKrei;  oi   vVaytf  and  MeaiiH.       | 

AlbO,  the    reniuDiitfiiiice  ol  John   King  and  thirty  eight 
others,  citizenrt  of  McKean  county,  Peniit^ylvania.  against  i 
any  alteration  of  the  larifl'  of  IH42. 

Alao,  the  ineinorial  of  Lyman  Kobison  and  seventy-eight 
oiherii,  ciitsen*  of  VVatuburg,  Erie  county,  ul'  the  iunio  im-  i 
p«irt.  I 

AI>o,  two  petiiinns,  Rignod  by  B.  narlholomcw  and  one  ; 
liiiiidred  and  forly  rtve  othent.  of  Warren  county,  I'cnnsyl-  i 
vania,  praying  Congress  in  e!>tahliHti   a  mail   route  on  the  | 
road  from  KudMelburg  lo  Sugar  throve,  in  t«aid  county,  and 
U*  eMtabliah  a  (xisi  ottice  at  Ueachwoud  Four  Cornerit.  | 

AImi.  the  nienioMul  of  J.  It,  Lootnan  anil  seventy  oneoth-  ' 
ern,  ciiizen.4  of  (Clarion   coitnlv,  asking  n  redncimn  of  the 
rates  of  poi^tagf.  and   reinoniiiraUng  against  the   present  I 
rates  a^i  unjust  and  oppressive.  | 

By  Mr.  VVETflEUED:  The  memorial  of  John  Williams.  ! 
George  Riley,  nnd  one  hmidreil  and  two  others,  in  the  I 
neighborhood  ot  Franklin  and  Powhatan,  Maryland,  earn  i 
c^tly  rcuionstrattng  agaioitl  any  eliarge  in  the  lurilf  law  of  . 
164'3,  wlitch  lA  restoring  the  country  to  prosperity. 

Ily  Mr.  THOMPSON:  The  peiiiion  of  Jo!in  J.  Mc 
Caughan  and  Hundry  oihi>r  cilizem)  of  Harrii^on  county,  I 
MifT'it^ippi,  praying  a  gnnit  of  certain  lamU  in  ^aid  county,  | 
in  lieu  of  certain  sixteenth  section:*,  which  are  vahielefui  i 
UT  otherwitie  appropriated  ;  winch  was  referred  to  the  Coin-  i 
niitiee  on  Pulilic  Lands. 

Also,  the  petition  of  William  C  Seaman. of  Riloxi,  Mid-  i 
Ki4«iippi.  pruyiitg  indemnity  for  the  Utna  of  the  «cb«>«)ner  I 
i'awhue,  tfcUeJi  cuudtfuiuvd,  utid  ;iold,  undec  an  atlegud  i 


forfeiture  of  her  coasting  license;  which  was  referred  lo 
the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

By  Mr.  BROWN,  of  Pennsylvania  :  The  memorial  of  citi- 
zen* of  Lancaster  county,  Pt-nnsylvania,  remonstrating 
again!<t  any  alteration  in  the  existing  tariff  law  of  1643. 

By  Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa  :  The  petition  of  citizen*  of 
Des  Moines  county,  praying  ttie  establishment  of  a  mail 
route  from  Burlington  via  Henry  Settle's  and  John  SalR- 
day's,  in  Benton  township,  to  Toolstborough,  in  Louisa 
county,  Iowa ;  which  was  referred  to  ihe  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Uoiuls. 

Also,  the  petition  of  citizens  of  Lee  county,  earnestly  re- 
monstrating against  the  repeal  of  the  act  of  March  3,  1843, 
winch  provides  for  rerunning  and  remarking  the  northern 
boundary  of  the  half-breed  tract,  (so  called)  in  the  county 
of  Lee;  which  was  referred  lo  Uie  Committee  on  Uie  Judi- 
ciary.   

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
WiDNESDAT,  ^pril  13,  1844. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  HARPER,  by  leave,  it  was 
RMOIi-erfjThnt  the  Hecri't.iry  of  War  bi;  requested  to  com- 
municate to  lliis  Mouoe  uu  auttienlie  copy  of  the  coiilract 
tor  making  the  eixlh  mile  ot'  the  Cumberland  roud  wetit  of 
Zaneitvitle,  Ohio ;  together  with  a  copy  of  the  notes  of  Mr. 
Knicht,  on  wtiich  the  rontract  wa;*  founded  ;  and  tlic  noteft 
of  Mr.  Carpenter,  according  to  wliich   the  contract  was 
completed  ;  and  ci>piei4  of  the  depoAilions  of  Jolin  Kerr  and 
John   Brady ;  and  aUo  llie  survey  of  Jaiuea  Uoyle  and 
Charles  Aobcrts. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SUMMERS,  by  leave,  it 
was 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  requested  tt>  furnisll  to  this  House  copies  of  any 
letters  or  commuiiicalions  which  may  liavc  been  received 
at  that  Department  IVoin  t;ommodore  M.  C.  Perry,  com- 
mandiii);  the  United  States  naval  force*  on  the  western 
coast  of  Africa,  touching  the  condition  of  the  colonial  set- 
tiementson  that  ci>ast,  or  in  reference  to  any  intcreonnie  or 
netfotiations  which  he  may  have  held  witli  the  native 
tribes. 

PAY  OF  THE  ARMY. 

Mr.  McKAYmoveil  a  suspension  of  the  rulen, 
for  the  purpose  of  going  into  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  to  finish  the 
consitlcration  of  tiie  Army  appropriation  bill, 
which,  some  time  since,  was  laid  aside  to  enable 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  act  on  thebiH  from 
the  Committee  on  Retren<:hment  to  regulate  the 
pay  of  the  Army. 

Mr.  VANCE  hoped  the  House  would  not 
a^ree  ti)  the  motion,  and  thereby  set  aside  the 
Private  Calendar. 

Mr.  DRO.MGOOLE  called  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  to  order,  remarking  that  the  subject  was  not 
debatable. 

Mr.  RAMSEY  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
and,  being  ordered,  they  resulted — yeas  90,  nays 

So  the  rules  were  suspended;  and  the  House 
resolved  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
(Mr.  WcLLER  in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  pay  of  the  Army. 

Mr.  McKAY  proposed  to  amend  the  bill  by 
increasing  the  item  of^pproprialion  for  the  pay 
proper,  in  order  to  make  it  conform  to  the  bill 
which  lately  passed  ihe  House  regulating  the  pay 
of  the  Army, and  establishing  the  salary  system, 
and  dispensing  with  allowances  for  subsistence, 
&c.  The  aggregate  appropriation,  he  said,  would 
not  be  increased,  though  it  was  necessary  that 
this  item  should  be  increased. 

Mr.  VANCE  observed  that  the  gentleman  was 
proposing  to  rei^ulatc  appropriations  according 
to  a  system  proposed  in  a  bill  which  had  not  be- 
come a  law. 

The  amendment  was  debated  by  Messrs.  BAR- 
NARD, HALE,  WHITE,  BLACK  of  South 
Carolina,  nnd  J.  R.  INGERSOL. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  (in  reply  to  some  remarks 
from  iVIr.  White)  said  he  could  not  understand 
the  object  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr. 
White.]  He  seemed  to  have  great  fears  of  giv- 
ing offense  to  the  Senate;  ^nd  says  that  by  adopt- 
ing this  amendment,  we  will  be  guilty  of  dis- 
courtesy lo  that  body.  He  did  not  think  so;  he 
understood  that  we  were  the  immediate  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  people,  and  certainly  presumed 
to  know  their  interests  and  desires;  we  were  re- 
sponsible to  them,  and  not  to  the  Senate.  His 
course  in  legislation  hnd  been,  and  ever  should 
be,  indepcntlent  of  the  opinions  or  views  of  any 
olher  department  of  the  Government.  His  guide 
had  been,  and  ever  should  be,  the  interest  of  the 
people;  and  when  he  believed  their  interest  re- 
quired particular  action  from  him,  if  it  were  not 
in  conflict  with  the  Constitution,  he  would  so  act, 
regardless  of  the  opiiiii>u8  of  the  Senate;  and  iu 


that  action,  he  would  not  consider  himself  dis- 
courteous to  that  body.  The  House  had  passed 
a  bill,  which  was  now  before  the  Senate,  retrench- 
ing the  expenditures  of  the  Government;  we  had,  ' 
by  that  act,  declared  certain  officers  to  be  un- 
necessary and  useless;  we  had  also  reduced  and 
curtailed  other  expenditures,  and  it  is  now  for 
the  Senate,  upon  its  own  proper  responsibility  to 
the  country,  lo  pass  or  reject  that  bill;  the  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  people  have  indicated  their 
will,  and  if  the  Senate  choose  to  disregard  it,  let 
them  do  so.  Wc  have  done  our  duty,  and  1  de- 
sire the  people  to  know  it.  We  have  proposed  a 
retrenchment — I  do  not  know  the  precise  amount, 
though  large— and  if  the  Senate  refuse  to  concur 
with  us,  let  them  say  so,  and  let  the  country  de- 
cide between  us.  Mr.  H.  said  be  would  not 
consent  to  place  himself  and  this  House  in  the 
ridiculous  attitude  of  passing  a  bill  declaring  cer- 
tain officers  and  salaries  useless,  and  immediately 
upon  the  lieels  of  that  proposed  retrenchment, 
pass  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  those  very 
officers  and  salaries.  He  hoped  this  House  would 
never  be  guilty  of  so  gross  an  inconsistency.  Let 
us  but  do  our  duty,  and  leave  the  results  to  our 
constituents.  By  them  be  was  willing  to  be 
judged.  To  their  decision  he  would  cheerfully 
submit.  He  was  unwilling,  however,  lo  ac- 
knowledge such  responsibility  to  the  Senate. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  White] 
says  the  passage  of  a  bill  through  this  House  is 
not  even  presumptive  evidence  that  it  will  paaa 
the  Senate.  He  thought  otherwise,  and  would 
act  accordingly.  He  presumed  the  Senate  would 
do  its  duty;  and  it  was  its  duty  to  pay  great  de- 
ference to  the  action  of  this  House,  the  immedi- 
ate Representatives  of  the  people,  and  fresh  from 
the  bosom  of  their  constituency.  If  other  gentle- 
men are  subservient  to  the  other  branch  of  the 
National  Legislature,  let  them  be  so.  He  knew 
it  was  competent  for  the  Senate  to  reject  our  re- 
trenchment bill.  It  was  also  competent  for  that 
body,  in  that  event,  to  so  change  this  bill  as  to 
make  it  conform  to  their  action  on  the  other. 
They  can  reject  this  provision  if  they  choose; 
and  if  they  reject  the  other  bill,  he  presumed  they 
would  add  appropriations  to  this,  so  as  for  thera 
to  conform  to  each  other;  and  when  the  Senate 
shall  have  so  acted,  and  sent  the  bills  back  to  us, 
then  will  be  our  time  for  action.  When  we  find 
that  the  Senate  is  determined  to  defeat  the  econ- 
omy and  saving  of  the  public  money  we  propose, 
then  we  will  be  driven  lo  the  fatal  necessity  of 
yielding  to  their  extravagance;  until  then,  he 
would  not  presume  the  Senate  intended  to  disre- 
gard the  will  of  the  people,  and  trample  tlieir  in- 
terests under  foot. 

Mr.  T.  SMITH  said  he  was  of  the  opinion 
that  this  House  ought  to  make  its  action  consist- 
ent. When  the  retrenchment  bill  was  taken  up, 
this  bill  was  laid  aside,  that  the  House  might  be 
advised  as  lo  what  alterations  they  were  dis- 
posed to  make,  and  make  the  appropriations  to 
correspond  with  these  alterations.  They  had 
passed  that  retrenchment,  making  a  reduction  of 
about  half  a  million  of  dollars;  but  gentlemen 
said  that  bill  was  not  yet  a  law,  and  that  this 
House  must  await  ihe  action  of  the  Senate.  So 
far  as  the  House  was  concerned,  that  act  was  a 
law;  and  he  would  not  desire  to  have  the  Senate 
left  in  doubt  as  to  the  intention  of  the  House. 
He  would  not  have  the  sincerity  of  the  House 
questioned;  and  it  must  be,  necessarily,  if  they 
first  pass  an  act  making  reductions,  and  after- 
warils  continue  the  appropriations  as  if  no  such 
act  had  been  passed. 

Mr.  WHITE  wished  to  say  a  very  few  words 
in  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Iniiiana.  The 
gentleman  Said  that  this  bill  was  not  to  conform 
to  the  law  as  it  was,  but  to  the  law  as  it  is.  Now 
that  was  just  what  he  wanted.  The  law,  as  it 
was,  had  not  been  changed  one  iota  by  the  pas- 
sage of  the  retrenchment  bill. 

Mr.  T.  SMITH  said  his  reference  was  to  the 
law,  so  far  as  this  House  was  concerned;  and  he 
so  slated  it. 

Mr.  WHITE.  That  was  true;  but  the  terms 
of  the  gentleman  were  calculated  to  mislead.  He 
contended  that  the  House  should  now  act  in  ref- 
erence to  the  existing  laws;  for  the  mere  passage 
of  the  retrenchment  bill,  without  the  action  of  the 
Senate  and  Executive,  had  not  chatiged  the  ex- 
isting state  of  things.  To  pass  the  bill  with  this 
aaiendmeut  would  be  legislation  without  prece- 
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dent,  and  on  anomaly  on  our  statute-book;  it 
ivoold  be  legislation  in  reference  to  an  act  notcon- 
sammated  in  the  other  body.  If  the  retrench- 
ment bill  had  passed  the  Senate,  he  would  hare 
seen  great  propriety  in  votin;;  for  the  amend- 
ment; but,  as  It  had  nSl  passed  that  body,  Ihe 
House  had  no  right  to  legislate  In  reference  to  it. 
Now,  he  would  say  to  all  those  who  voted  for 
that  bill,  now  hanging  in  the  Senate,  (the  Army 
retrenchment  bill,)  and  he  would  say  It  with  the 
utmost  respect,  that  that  bill,  from  the  beginning 
to  the  end,  was  a  bundlcofimperfeciionsand  ab- 
surdities, as  well  as  a  piece  of  injustice  to  our  lit> 
tie  Army.  Mr.  W.  then  went  on  to  explain  his 
objections  to  that  bill.  Why  was  it  (he  asked) 
that  the  spirit  of  economy  had  so  suddenly  got 
into  the  Democratic  party  on  the  eve  of  a  presi- 
dential election?  When  was  it  that  the  Army 
was  so  suddenly  raised  up  from  eight  to  twelve 
thousand  men.'  It  was  in  the  Democratic  Con- 
gress of  1838,  and  the  pay  of  the  Army  was  in- 
creased at  that  time  to  what  it  now  is.  When 
WHS  the  Army  cut  down  to  the  present  skeleton 
establishment?  It  was  in  the  Whig  Congress  of 
1840.  Now  that  the  Army  was  brought  down  to 
Ihe  present  skeleton  establishment,  he  would  not 
cut  down  its  pay;  and  least  of  all  would  he  do  it 
on  the  eve  ofa  presidential  election. 

Mr.  T.  SMITH  rose  to  ask  the  gentleman  a 
question.  The  gentleman  stated  that  the  Congress 
of  1838  was  a  Democratic  Congress.  N<)W,  he 
would  ask  the  gentleman  if  he  was  not  mistaken 
in  that  statement?  He  had  a  perfect  recollection 
that  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  1838,  was 
a  Whig  House. 

Mr.  WHITE  observed  that  the  gentleman 
seemed  to  be  a  long  way  behind  the  history  of 
the  times.  He  could  inform  him  that,  during  the 
whole  term  of  Mr.  Van  Burcn's  administration, 
there  was  no  period  when  the  Democratic  party 
had  not  a  majority  in  both  Houses.  Now,  to  re- 
turn to  the  Army  bill.  He  would  go  for  no  re- 
trenchment on  the  eve  of  a  presidential  election; 
but  he  particularly  objected  to  the  retrenchment 
bill  as  unequal  and  unjust.  In  retrenching  either 
the  Army  or  the  Navy,  he  would  take  the  inform- 
ation of  men  conversant  wiih  both  brniiches  of 
the  service,  and  on  that  information  he  would 
regulate  the  pay  nf  both  conmiensuraie  with  the 
service  performed  and  the  importance  of  the  sta- 
tions they  filled.  Mr.  W.  cnniinued  his  remarks 
in  opposition  to  the  retrenchment  bill,  and  par- 
ticularly objected  to-the  reduction  of  pay. 

Mr.  BLACK,  of  South  Carolina,  replied;  and 
l^ave  a  statement  of  the  pay  of  the  officers  nf  the 
Army  as  regulateil  by  the  retrenchment  bill,  to 
show  that  it  was  graduated  on  a  scale  both  liberal 
and  just.  A  major  general  gets  over  $5,U00,  and 
a  brigadier  general  $3,700  per  annum.  The  low- 
est colonel  of  the  Army  gels  eight  dollars  a  day. 
Now,  be  would  suppose  that  the  services  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Kentucky  were  worth 
as  much  to  hiscountry  as  a  colonel's;  and  yet  the 
gentleman  wtia  contending  that  a  colonel  aid  not 
get  enough. 

After  showing  the  liberal  pay  allowed  to  the 
other  officers,  Mr.  B.  remarked  that  the  lowest 
lieutenant  now  gels  more  ihnn  a-cnpiain  during 
the  last  war.  Now,  if  this  scale  of  salaries  was 
niggardly,  he  did  noi  know  what  liberality  meant. 
In  conclusion,  Mr.  B.  said  that  whether  ihe  re- 
trenchment bill  passed  the  Senate  or  not,  the 
iM-gument  of  the  gentleman  would  not  apply  to 
the  question  before  the  House.  Thegemlvman's 
argument  might  go  against  action  at  this  time, 
but  not  against  the  amendment. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  expressed  his  regrets  that 
any  allusion  had  been  made  to  the  probable  ac- 
tion of  the  Senate  on  the  Army  retrenchment 
bill.  He  was  inclined  to  believe  that  any  argu- 
ment in  relation  to  the  probable  action  either 
of  the  Executive  or  the  Senate  ought  never  to  be 
used  in  this  House.  The  House  wus  responsible 
to  the  country  for  its  action,  without  reference  to 
the  other  branch  of  ih^  Legislature,  which  acted 
on  its  responsibility,  and  in  accordance  with  the 
dictates  of  its  own  judgment.  The  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  [Mr.  WhitbJ  seemed  to  have 
founded  his  remarks  on  some  floating  idea  of  the 
state  of  things  during  the  last  Congress,  and  the 
relative  condition  of  the  two  Houses  to  each 
other.  He  should  not  follow  the  gentleman  in 
his  discussion  of  the  Army  retrenchment  bill 
passed  by  this  House,  which  he  had  denounced 


in  no  measured  terms.  He  conceived  it  irrelevant 
to  discuss  that  now.  He  conceived  it  disrespect- 
ful to  speak  in  harsh  terms  of  the  action  wliich 
had  been  had  upon  it;  and  be  certainly  would 
not  do  it;  nor  could  he  agree  with  the  gentleman 
fsoni  Kentucky  in  his  supposition  that  his  friend 
who  introduced  it  had  done  it  in  reference  tg  the 
coming  presidential  election.  Could  they  sup- 
pose that  th«t  gentleman  had  any  such  object  r 
No;  his  character  and  standing  wbuld  preclude 
such  an  imputation. 

Mr.  WHITE  disclaimed  any  such  imputation. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  said  he  could  not  under- 
stand the  inuendoes  of  the  gentleman  in  any  other 
way.  Allusion  had  also  been  had  to  the  supposed 
action  of  the  Senate;  but  he  begged  leave  to  say 
that  the  composition  of  the  two  Houses  of  Con- 
gress had  been  changed  since  the  last  Congress, 
and  now  they  were  not  governed  by  out-of-door 
arrangements  among  themselves.  In  the  Senate, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  last  Congress,  a  rule 
was  laid  down,  to  which  this  branch  conformed; 
for  it  was  rejieatedly  said  here  that  there  was  an 
iron  rule  enacted  out  of  doors  from  which  no  de- 
parture could  be  had.  There  was,  however,  no 
such  slate  of  things  now,  thank  God  for  it,  and 
the  change  in  the  public  sentiment. 

(The  honorable  gentleman  here  read  Ihe  reso- 
lutions introduced  into  the  Senate  of  the  United 
Slates  at  the  commencement  of  the  extra  session 
of  the  Twenty-Seventh  Congress,  in  1841,  to 
prescribe  and  limit  the  business  of  the  session.] 

He  begged  especially  to  call  attention  to  the 
phraseology  of  these  resolutions,  by  which  it 
would  be  seen  that  the  Senate  of  the  United  States 
undertook  to  prescribe  the  business  of  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States.  To  be  sure,  these 
resolutions  were  laid  on  the  table;  but  the  action 
of  each  branch  was  conformed  to  them;  and  hence, 
by  caucus  deliberations  end  out-of-door  arrange- 
ment, was  a  limitation  made  of  the  business  of 
Congress.  If  he  was  mistaken  in  this,  lie  should 
be  glad  to  be  set  ri^ht;  and  there  were  several 
gentlemenon  this  floor  who  could  set  him  right 
if  he  was  in  error.  The  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky had  then  the  honor  to  preside  over  this 
body;  and  as  such  high  officer  he  had  the  power 
to  give  complexion  io  the  committees  of  this 
House.  But  such  arrangement,  he  repeated ,  would 
not  do  now.  They  bad  been  vetoed  by  a  popular, 
and  not  an  executive  veto;  and  that  state  of  things 
had  been  changed  by  the  voice  of  the  community; 
and  this  House  was  now  |>crmitled  to  exercise  its 
constitutional  rights  to  legislate  according  to  their 
own  discretion  under  their  own  solemn  responsi- 
bilities. 

It  was  objected  to  the  proposition  now  made, 
that  it  did  not  conform  to  existing  laws;  but  it 
was  consistent,  as  he  understood,  with  a  measure 
which  had  previously  received  the  action  of  this 
House.  It  was  said  that^e  measure  which  had 
heretofore  passed  this  House  had  not  become  a 
law.  Why,  such  an  objection  might  be  raised  to 
every  act  of  this  House  until  it  received  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate  and  the  approval  of  the 
Executive;  but  what  would  be  the  result  in  prac- 
tice of  such  arguments?  Must  they  totally  dis- 
regard what  they  had  done,  or  await  in  solemn 
silence  the  action  of  the  Senate  and  of  the  Exec- 
utive, until  their  pleasure  was  known?  Would 
it  not  be  better,  and  more  consistent  with  the  dig- 
nity of  this  House,  to  await  the  action  of  other 
branches  of  this  Government,  and  ascertain  the 
fate  of  Ihe  appropriation  bills,  before  other  meas- 
ures were  passed  to  carry  out  the  principle  estab- 
lished  thereby?  Would  they  not  then  be  obnox- 
ious to  thecharge  of  inconsistency  and  insincerity? 
It  was  the  duty  of  this  House  to  perfect  its  own 
measures;  and  if  the  Senate  could  not  concur  in 
them,  that  body  could  amend  them.  Would  it 
be  right  for  any  gentleman  to  rise  here  and  quote 
the  supposed  opinions  of  the  Executive  to  influ- 
ence the  action  of  this  House?  Any  gentleman 
who  should  do  so,  would  subject  himself  to  be 
called  to  order.  Sincerely  desiring  to  promote  re- 
trenchment and  economy  as  far  as  he  could,  not 
forany  temporary  party  purposes,  it  wasperfectly 
immaterial  to  him  whether  they  began  here  or  in« 
the  Senate.  He  hoped  the  Honse  would  make 
this  bill  conform  to  the  other,  which  had  been 
passed,  and  leave  the  Senate  to  discharge  its 
duty,  under  its  constitutional  obligations. 

Mr.  McDowell  was  surprised  to  hear  such 
language  from  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 


when  not  a  word  came  from  that  qasrter,  whea 
the  retrenchment  bill  was  before  the  commiiue, 
in  behalf  of  the  poor  soldier.  The  people  had 
long  enough  had  the  cry  oft^trenchment  in  their 
ears;  and  they  wished  now  to  see  some  of  its 
fruits.  He  professed  to  be  a  partisan,  and  lie 
desired  to  sec  one  man  elevated,  on  account  of  the 
principles  he  professed;  but  he -would  not  advo- 
cate such  measures  for  the  sole  purpose  of  makinr 
a  little  paltry  political  capital.  He  then  reviewed 
ihe  contest  of  1840,  and  the  result  to  Ihe  peopit 
in  increased  taxation. 

What  other  reforms  had  they  carried  «ol  in 
practice  r  They  promised  the  country  that  tin 
expenditures  of  the  Government  should  be  re- 
duced to  the  standard  of  the  economical  adiniaia- 
tration  of  Mr.  Adams.  How  had  they  fulilltd 
that  promise  ?  He  appealed  In  the  geiiilemati  to 
state  whether  his  party  had  redeemed  ihe  pledges 
which  they  had  made  to  the  people  nf  the  Onwd 
States.  No,  there  was  no  Whig  who  dared  lite 
in  his  place  and  assert  that  they  had  carried  out 
their  promises.  Daring  the  two  years  that  the 
Whig  party  were  in  power,  the  Whig  Conpen 
appropriated  $58,000,000  of  the  people's  monef. 
Not  content  with  two  sessions,  as  had  been  the 
custom  of  this  Government,  an  extraordiMry 
session  was  called,  to  relieve  the  suSeringi  of 
the  people  by  adding  to  their  burdens.  That  «u 
the  relief  which  they  afl^orded  in  the  peopli.  It 
was  proclaimed  that  the  Government  was  bank- 
rupt when  the  Whigs  came  into  power,  with  t 
debt  of  thirty  or  forty  million  dollars;  yet,  Ihe 
foment  they  attained  power,  their  first  act  «u 
to  throw  away  the  proceeds  of  the  public  hndi. 
Their  object  was  to  produce  a  vacuum  in  ike 
Treasury,  which  would  afford  an  apology  for  tai- 
ing  the  (teople  by  means  of  an  enormous  tariff 
upon  all  articles  of  necessity  which  the  people 
required.  And  yet  gentlemen  came  forward  aad 
talked  about  the  glorious  Whig  Congress. 

The  gentleman  had  particularized  one  act— ni: 
the  cutting  down  the  expenses  of  the  Afinyfron 
twelve  to  eight  million  dollars.  By  whose '««M 
was  this  elTected?  There  were  eighty  Deinocniie 
vbres  in  the  affirmative,  and  only  tweniy-lhrre 
Whig  votes.  To  whom,  then  (he  asked)  belonjfd 
the  credit  of  passing  the  measure?  Did  not  ihe 
Democratic  votes  show  that  they  were  tbeceform 
party  ?  What  other  glorious  acts  were  psaaed 
during  the  two  years  when  the  Whirs  bad  il* 

Eower?  There  was  one  which  would  lie  rtneis- 
ered  as  lone  as  the  Government  itself  «liould 
stand;  one  wnich  would  meet  the  disrpprobalioa 
of  all  honest  men.  That  glorious  act  waa  called 
the  bankrupt  act.  That  art  would  not  bear  iIm 
investigation  or  mature  consideration  of  Uieir 
own  party.  But  a  short  time  elapsed  before  the 
thunder  peals  of  popular  indignation  were  heaid; 
and  they  came  back  and  retraced  their  steps,  and 
repealed  the  act;  but  the  mischief  had  been  ae- 
eomplished.  He  hoped  this  House,  after  psaaing 
an  act  making  a  reduction  in  the  expenses  of  die 
Government  of  something  like  half  a  million  dol- 
lars, would  not  again  draw  back,  and  replace  that 
burden  upon  the  people. 

Messrs.  WHITE  and  BRENGLE  simullane. 
nusly  rose;  but  the  floor  was  awarded  by  the 
Chairman  to  Ihe  latter  gentleman,  innsmnch  ai 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  had  t.lready  ad- 
dressed Ihe  committee.* 

Mr.  BRENGLE  advocated  the  amendmeat. 
giving  it  as  his  opinion  that  the  House  having  de- 
liberately sanctioned  the  reduction  of  the  Amy 
expenditures,  Ihe  appropriation  for  that  porpoaa 
ought  to  conform  to  that  determination.  Aa  Is 
the  Senate,  the  most  entire  harmony  with  dial 
body  might  be  secured  by  the  established  iiiodea 
of  procedure;  EjicIi  House  ought  to  look  to  die 
propriety  of  its  own  action,  irrespective  of  any 
other.  The  judgment  of  this  House  nowaiood 
recorded  that  a  smaller  sum  should  be  applies  i« 
the  expenses  of  the  Army,  and  had  fixed  i'"' 
aura;  and  now,  was  it  right  that,  because  lli« 
Senate  might  not  concur,  tnia  House  shooM  ap- 
propriate more  than  it  had  judged  exiwdieni  for 
the  object  ?  Certainly  not.  The  genilenun  fro« 
Pennsylvania  [Mr.  J.  R.  Ingersoll]  conundra 
that  the  appropriation  now  to  be  made  oMht  i» 
be  regulated  by  the  existing  law;  lest,  the  Senate 
refusing  to  concur  in  the  reduction  proposed  ov 
the  House,  the  appropriation  should  fall  short « 
what  would  be  needed.  But  this  argumeot  bad 
no  force  with  him,  because  the  Senate  might  alttf 
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llic  bill;  and  ilien  if  the  two  Houses  were  found 
lo  disngrec,  itx-y  could  hold  ii  conference,  and 
rome  lo  an  n"roemcnl;  and  what  tliey  agreed  on, 
if  sanctioned  by  ih''  Exocmivp,  would  become  (lie 
law  of  the  land,  flc  thought  the  [iouse  ought 
to  make  iis  own  action  consistent,  witliotit  spec- 
ulating iis  to  what  might  be  the  action  cicherof  the 
Senate  or  i he  President.  When  the  House,  by 
an  overwhelming  innjnrity,  had  declared  there 
should  be  a  retniichnitnt  of  our  Army  cx|)enses, 
Jic  should  bow  in  respeclful  su'imi.Hsion  lo  their 
will,  without  attempting  to  enter  on  any  general 
nrgumeni  respecting  the  policy  which  had  gov- 
erned them. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  Kaiil  he  was  unavoidably  ab- 
sent when  the  bill  makini;  a  reduction  in  the  pay 
of  the  Army  was  passed.  Hail  he  been  present, 
lie  would,  with  gn'at  satisfaction,  have  voted  in 
fdvor  of  that  excellent  pi:oposition  to  cut  ofl"  the 
i<U|>ernuineraries  of  the  Army.  He  had  heard 
■with  astonishment  the  remarks  of  some  gentle- 
men with  regard  to  the  respect  which  ouslii  to  be 
paid  lo  the  coordinate  branch  of  this  Legislature. 
Gentlemen  spoki:  of  the  Senate  ns  a  body  entitled 
to  peculiar  respect  and  favor.  He  held  that  that 
Jiouse  was  entitled  to  at  least  equal  respec;. 

Mr.  A.  contimied  his  reference  to  the  fruits  of 
the  reform  promised  by  the  Whig  psrty  before 
the  elections.  He  alludid  to  the  ii!5,000  given 
as  a  gratiiily  to  Mrs.  Harrison;  to  t4ie  bankrupt 
nnd  distribution  uel.s;  and  to  the  extravagant  ex- 
penditures of  the  WhigConeress,  which,  he  said, 
were  intended  to  make  a  high  protective  tariff 
necessary.  He  slated  thai,  in  his  section  of  the 
country,  the  Whi^  orators  deniej  that  they  were 
in  favor  of  a  bank,  a  high  tarilT,  or  of  distribu- 
tion; and  when  he  oliarged  it  on  them,  they  an- 
swered by  saying  that  they  had  Mr.  Tyler  on 
their  ticket,  which  was  a  proof  that  they  were 
against  those  measures.  He  referred  to  the  nine 
months'  session  of  the  Whig  Congress,  which 
they  required  to  consummate  their  high-handed 
measures;  and  us  a  proof  of  the  iircoiisistciicy  of 
the  Wilis  party,  adverted  to  the  fact  that  they 
■wished  the  present  Congress  to  adjourn  on  the 
27ili  of  May.  He,  for  his  part,  was  unwilling 
to  adjourn  without  a  modification  of  the  unjust 
anil  exorbitant  tariff  which  the  Whigs  had  im- 
posed on  the  country,  and  would  be  ashained  to 
CO  home  to  his  constituents  nnd  tell  them  that  iie 
liud  failed  to  relieve  them  of  that  burden,  because 
he  was  unwilling  to  put  the  country  to  the  ex- 
fiense  of  a  longer  session. 

In  conclusion,  he  expressed  the  hope  that  the 
Democratic  party  would  stand  by  the  amendment, 
and  carry  out  the  just,  necessary  retrenchment 
they  had  commenced  in  the  bill  sent  to  the  Sen- 
ate. He  hoped  they  would  cut  down  all  these 
Jiigh  apprnprialiouH  and  leave  no  excuse  for  exor- 
bitant taxation.  His  maxim  was,  that  the  money 
had  beuer  be  left  in  ilie  pockets  of  the  people 
than  accumulated  in  the  Treasury  for  the  purpose 
of  distribution  among  the  States. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  MORSE,  in  op- 
position to  the  amendment,  and  in  reply  to  Mr. 
ATKINSON, 

On  inoiion  of  Mr.  SAMPLE,  the  committee 
rose  and  reported  progress. 

Mr.  C.  JOHN.-ON  then  pro^msedn  resolution 
to  terminate  debate  on  the  bill  in  ten  minutes  af- 
ter the  House  should  again  go  into  committee 
upon  it. 

Mr.  WHITE  moved  an  adjournment,  the  vole 
on  which  was  taken  by  Messrs.  McClgrnand, 
and  Kknkedv  of  Maryland, and  they  reported — 
oyea  86,  noes  37. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


The  following  petfiinnjt,  presented  to-<Iny,  were  linnded 
to  the  ri'iMirtcrii  by  itit;  tiienibers  [ireseiitinij  iheiii : 

By  Mr.  .STEWAItT.ol  l'c-ini»ylvaiii.T;  A  iiiiinlier  ofnie- 
morinli*  rrom  tlic  pi:ople  orPeiiiiNylviuilli.  prnyiliz  Coiiijri'isH 
l<»  Bb^ti'ljtl  from  nil  iiiterfereiiee  Willi  itie  fxiMl'in;  Inrill',  iiiiil 
renion^lnittnfi  iiiosi  eariii!Kily  ii^iiiiifit  the  pasMa;!ei)rihf  bill 
latelv  reiMnleri  liv  llie  i.Viniiiiillee  ol'  Ways  aiitl  Menns. 

by  ,>Ir.  WEN'i'VVOIl'ril  :  Tile  petltloii  ol  C.  II.  Sutphen 
anil  ftuiiilry  iirlM-nt,  cinzriis  of  La  S.-ille  ciiuiily,  praying  t'nr 
a  mail  rniit«>  from  Ollowa,  via  Moii-onlovvii  and  Siitplioirs 
Point,  lo  I'aw-I'aw  tJrove  ;  wliirli  \va»  rel^erred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  llie  Po,il  OlTlce  and  Pn^l  Roads. 

By  Mr.  IIEUIXG:  The  p4i,ti„n  of  lleiijnmin  O.  Pcrkiii!., 
of  Jelfereioii,  Cnan  county,  Ntrv/  llanipflliire,  for  a  pension  ; 
which  was  icfi^rrrU  to  ih'e  Coninnlti'e  on  Invalid  Pensions. 

Ily  Mr.  KA.MSEV  :  The  jteiillon  of  Owen  Doyle,  Frank 
Ooiiohoe,  l)t;niii«  Flinn,  I'litriek  llacan,  anil  two  htiiidrcd 
and  iweuly  others,  ciUzvns  of  tjcliuyikill  euuniy,  Pennsyl- 


vania, protesting  against  any  interfcrenee  wilh  the  larifTof 
18-I-2. 
■  I!y  Mr.  8MITII,of  Illinoia:  The  pclhion  of  John  I.oenn 
and  neveniy  fiv.-?  others,  citizens  of  Jackeon  and  Perry 
cniitities.  pravins  the  esiahli»hin'-iit  of  a  inftil  ruuti'  frniii 
ftlnrpliey^boro,  llie  coniily  seat  of  J:icksoii  county,  Iiy  way 
of  Vergennes  Prairie,  lo  Piiickni'vville,  the  cfomiy  beat  fif 
Pcrrv  eoiiotv  ;  which  w.is  referred'  to  the  Cnnuiiitle'u  on  the 
Po»l  OlHee  and  Po«l  Iload». 

Ily  ;Mr.t^.\UV.of  New  Vork  :  The  petition  of  iiinery  nine 
eitizniii  of  Schoharie  eooiily,  In  Ihe  State  of  New  York, 
prayin?  for  the  reduction  of  llie  postage,  and  the  iibolili'in 
of  the  Ijankiii!!  privil<*ge;  which  was  ret'erred  to  the  Coin- 
initlee  on  the  Pojt  (.MPiee  and  I'o^t  Itoads. 


IN  SENATE. 
Monday,. 4pri/  15,  1844. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  lempore  laid  before  the 
Senate  the  following  communication;  which  was 
read, and  ordered  to  be  entered  upon  the  Journal: 

^prlt  13,  1*44. 

Sir  :  I  have  fortvnrdcd  to  the  Governor  of  ihe  .Stale  of 
Aliibania  iiiy  resignation  as  Senator  of  ilie  United  Stales. 
\o  l:inau:ige  can  e\pr«'<s  itie  paiiit'itl  enioiton.;  I  ivtperi'-nce 
iil  seiiatatiiig  myself  from  lhedislin:;ili>lird  body  ovt-r  whjeii 
you  preside,  al'ter  having  enjoyed  the  l)i<;ti  privilege  of  liclii^ 
one  of  ils  ineinliers  liir  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  cetttnry. 
During  ilii^  I0115  period,  such  has  been  my  friendly  iiiler- 
coiirj*e  with  Senators,  and  such  their  niilfnrni  eoiirte(*y  and 
kindtMMs  townril!<  me,  as  10  have  jinpre5.«ed  upon  niy  iieart 
feelings  of  grailliide  anil  rcspeel,  which  neiihcr  time  or  ilis- 
laiicc  can  ever  effaee.  A  seat  in  the  Senate  of  the  United 
Sinter  oiif  111  10  satisfy  the  Rlnbilion  of  the  lol^iest  spirit  in 
the  land.  ltwH4  more  than  siilhcient  in  satisfy  mine.  Willi 
perhaps  a  sincle  i-xception,  there  is  no  higher  posilion  in 
tills  or  any  other  country',  when  the  Henalor  feel-  that  lie  is 
siHInined  at  home,  a-*  I  have  been,  by  the  iinwavuriiiK  sup- 
port of  my  honored  8tale.  I  p-irl  fniui  the  Senate  wilh  re- 
hictaiiee  and  regret,  to  enter  upon  a  new  theater  of  public 
service;  bill  my  prayer  shall  ever  be  that,  in  all  liine  to 
come,  ihai  body  may  inainiaiii  the  hiirh  eharaeter,  and  pre- 
serve the  coininamling  inlluence  which  it  has  so  justly  ac- 
quir<-d. 

Willi  heartfelt  wishes  for  the  lieallli,  pros periiy.  nnd  hap- 
piness of  each  individual  member,  I  bid  them  all  nii  affec- 
tionaie  farewell. 

WiUl  the  highest  rc»i>ect,  1  am.  vniir  obrdieiil  servant, 
Wll.l.lAiM   It    KINti. 
lion.  WlLMi;  P.  MASor«l.  PraUciit  of  Ike  Senate. 

PETITIONS,  ETC. 
.  The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore  presented  a  se- 
ries of  resolutions  nnd  meinorinis  adopted  by 
citizens  of  St.  John's  county.  East  Florida,  in  1 
favor  of  a  division  of  the  Territory  of  Florida 
into  two  separate  territorial  governments,  one  for 
East  nnd  the  other  for  West  Florida;  which  were 
referred  to  the  Cominiileu  on  Territories.  ] 

Also,  resolutions  adopted  by  the  citizens  of 
Pine  Grove  and  vicinity,  in  the  county  of  Schuyl- 
kill, Pennsylvania,  and  a  memorial  numerously 
signed,  protestins;  against  any  alteration  of  the 
existing  tariff;  which  were  referred  to  the  Com-  { 
mittee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  EREESE  presented  the  petition  of  Moses  1 
iMcekin,  of  Wisconsin,  praying  for  the  passage 
of  a  special  act  of  Congress,  giving  the  right  of 
appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  commissioners  ; 
under  the  act  of  July  2,  1836,  respecting  claims 
to  town  lots  in  Galena,  Illinois;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Also,  a  petition  from  George  Gordfin,  of  Ran- 
dolph county,  Illinois,  praying  Congress  to  le- 
galize the  entry  of  certain  fractional  sections  of 
the  public  lands  in  the  State  of  Mi-ssouri;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  Isaac  Wilson  ond  sev-  ! 
teen  others,  citizens  of  Katie  county,  Illinois,  I 
prayingthalCongress  will  propose  certain ameiid- 
inenls  of  the  Constitution,  so  as  to  appropriate 
money  on  request  of  the  States,  to  purchase  the 
slaves  therein,  with  a  view  to  their  einancipntioii ; 
and  also  to  aid,  by  appropriations  of  money,  the 
colonization  of  free  blacks. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  raised  the  question  of  recep- 
tion on  the  memorial;  which  was  laid  upon  the 
table. 

Mr.  J.^RNAGIN  presented  a  memorial  from 
two  hundred  and  sixty  citizens  of  Chicago,  Illi- 
nois, protesting  against  any  change  or  modifica- 
tion of  the  tariff  of  1843;  which  was  referred  lo 
the  Committee  on  Financm 

Mr.  liAYARD  presented  a  remonstrance  of  the 
character  of  the  above  from  citizens  of  Delaware; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  a  memorial  from 
the  president  and  professors  of  Marshall  College, 
Pennsylvania,  together  with  a  number  of  citizens 
of  Pennsylvania,  asking  Congress  to  reduce  the 
rates  of  postage  on  letters  aMd  newspapers,  and 
to  modify  the  franking  privilege;  which  was  or- 
dered lo  lie  oil  the  tabic. 


Also,  four  memorials  from  different  parts  of 
Pennsylvania,  proiesiing  against  any  change  in 
the  present  tariff;  which  was  referred  lo  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  Beaver  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, renioiistraiing  against  the  ratification  of 
any  treaty  for  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the 
United  Slates,  and  likewise  any-mriisures  having 
that  end  in  view;  which  was  referred  lo  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreicn  Relations. 

Mr.  CHOATE  presented  a  memorial  signed  by 
William  H.  Wilson  &  Co.,  and  seventy  master 
tailors  nnd  others,  employed  in  the  manufacture 
of  eloihiiig  in  Boston,  remonstrating  against  re- 
ducing the  duty  on  imported  ready-made  clothing 
from  fifty  to  twenty  per  c^nt.,  as  proposed  by 
the  new  tariff  bill  of  ihe  House  of  Rcpresenta- 
lives;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commillce  on 
Finance. 

Mr.  MILLER  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
corpdiate  auilioriiiis  of  Georgetown,  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  asking  for  an  appropriation  of 
$5,000  for  the  removal  of  a  sand-bar  in  the  Poto- 
mac below  that  town,  and  the  testing,  in  such  |-e- 
moval,  the  project  of  W.  S.  Colquhoun,  Esq.,  of 
Virginia,  for  removing  sand-bars  in  the  naviga- 
ble rivers  of  the  United  States;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 

Also,  a  memoriil  from  citizens  of  Harrison, 
Providence  township,  Luzerne  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, setting  forth  the  advantages  of  the  present 
tariff  lo  the  business  of  the  country,  and  remon- 
strating against  the  bill  reported  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  ils  modification;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Commiitec  on  Finance. 

Mr.  FAIRFIELD  prosentcd  a  petition  from 
Byron  W.  Darling  and  others,  alleging  that  the 
fishing  bounty  was  earned  by  the  schooner  St. 
Cloud,  owned  by  the  ])etitioners,  in  the  season 
of  1842;  but  ihe  collector  of  the  ports  of  Penob- 
scot and  Frenchman's  bay  refused  to  pay  the 
same  because  not  wholly  earned  under  a  license 
from  either  office,  but  partly  under  both;  and 
piayingthai  said  bounty  may  be  allowed  anil  paid 
them;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

Mr.  STURGEON  presented  two  memorials 
from  Sfhuylkill  county,  Pennsylvania,  remon- 
strating againai  any  nlleration  in  the  tariff;  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  PHELPS  presented  a  memorial  from  citi- 
zens of  the  town  of  Springfield,  Vcrmonl,  re- 
monstrniingagainst  any  modification  of  the  exist- 
ing III  riff,  and  against  the  annexation  of  Texas  lo 
the  United  States;  which  was  referred  lo  the 
Committee  on  Finance;  and  that  relating  to  Texas 
to  the  Commiitec  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Also,  memorials,  numerously  signed,  from 
Middlebury,  Bridgeport,  CornwaM,  Salisbury, 
Nyebridge,  Whiting,  Slarksboro,  Leicester,  Ar- 
lington, and  Shroveham,  Vermont,  settinff  forth 
ihe  salutary  influence  of  the  tariff  of  1843,  ond 
remonelruling  against  any  modification  or  the 
repeal  of  that  law.  .Mr.  P.  said  he  had  but  two 
remarks  lo  make  with  reference  lo  these  memo- 
rials: first,  they  were  signed  by  persons  of  all 
political  parlies;  and,  second,  that  a  vast  major- 
ity oC  the  renionstranla  were  engaged  in  agricul- 
ture; which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

Mr.  UPHAM  presented  a  memorial^igned  by 
two  hundred  and  thirly  freemen  of  the  town  of 
Rockingham,  in  Windham  county,  Vermont, 
protesting,  first,  against  any  alteration  of  life 
nrcscnl  tariff;  second,  against  the  annexation  of 
Texas  lo  the  United  States;  third,  against  any 
legislation  upon  the  Oregon  question,  until  an 
nllcmpl  has  been  made  to  settle  it  by  negotiation. 
The  petition  relating  to  the  tariff  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance,  and  the  remainder  to 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  the  State  of  Vermont 
at  large,  four  from  citizens  of  Troy  and  Morgan, 
Orleans  county,  and  one  from  citizens  of  Wash- 
ington county,  Vermont,  protesting  against  the 
annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United  States;  which 
■were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  presented  a  memorial  from 
legal  voters  of  the  town  of  Sullivan,  in  the  State 
of  New  Hampshire,  against  the  annexniion  of 
Texas;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commitlee  on 
Foreign  Relations. 
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HX1R8  OP  REBBCCA  MOREHOUSE. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  UFHAM,  it  was 

Reaolved,  Tliat  the  Coniinittec  nn  Pcn^ioiiK  bR  instructed 
to  inquire  inio  the  expediency  of  gratiiing  tn  tlie  licirs  of 
ItebeccaMnretinu8e,deceaEied,  wid'iw  of  Onrii)  Mnreliouvo, 
•  M>Jdier  of  the  war  nf  the  Rnvoluimn,  tlie  pension  whicb 
wu  duo  tli«  MlU  Rebecca  at  the  time  of  tier  deceue. 

REPORTS  PROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  SEVIER,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
■ioa(,  reportetl  buck  without  amendment,  and 
with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass,  the  bill 
from  the  House  for  the  relief  of  Levi  Collmus. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  made  adverse 
reports,  which  were  ordered  to  be  printed,  on  the 
petition  of  Sarah  Dngget,  widow  of  a  revolution- 
ary soldier,  praying  for  a  continuation  of  her  pen- 
sion; and  the  petition  of  Theodocia  Netherland, 
the  widow  of  Benjamin  Netherland,  an  officer  of 
the  Revolution,  praying  for  a  pension. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  back 
witliout  amendment,  (accompanied  by  written  re- 
portsad  verse  to  their  passage,  which  were  ordered 
to  be  printed,)  three  separate  bills  from  the  House 
for  the  relief  of  Enoch  McOaniel,  Isaac  Plum- 
mer,  and  Arthur  R.  Frogge. 

Mr.  WHITE,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Oavid 
Robb,  of  Ohio;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
a  second  reading,  and  the  report  accompanying 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  JARNAGIN,  from  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Claims,  made  adverse  reports  on 
the  following  cases;  which  were  ordered  to  be 
printed: 

The  petition  of  Margaret  Agnes  Bingham, beir- 
at-law  of  Thomas  Armor,  praying  the  reimburse- 
ment of  advances  made,  and  payment  for  ser- 
vices rendered  by  him  daring  the  revolutionary 
war; 

The  petition  of  the  heirs  of  Christopher  Tay- 
lor, a  surgeon's  mate  in  the  revolutionary  army, 
pivying  commutation  pay;  and 

The  petition  of  Rebecca  Beckham,  daughter  of 
Robert  Lov<^l,  an  offieerof  the  Revolution,  pray- 
ing for  the  payment  of  arrears  of  pay  due  him, 
with  interest,  and  to  be  allowed  seven  years'  half 

p"y- 

Mr.  J.,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
James  Bell,  deceased;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  a  second  reading,  and  the  report  accom- 
panvine  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  J.  also,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
made  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  for  a  pen- 
sion from  William  Miller,  a  soldier  in  the  late 
war  with  Great  Britain;  which  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  3.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
back,  without  amendment,  and  with  a  recom- 
mendation that  it  be  indefinitely  postponed,  the 
bill  from  the  House  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Dun- 
ham. 

Mr.  WHITE,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian. 
Affairs,  made  an  adverse  report  (which  was  or- 
dered to  be  printed)  on  the  petition  of  a  number 
of  the  Stockbridge  tribe  of  Indians,  of  the  citizen 
party,  for  a  division  among  that  tribe  of  a  sum  of 
money  received  and  invested  for  their  benefit  by 
the  United  Slates. 

Mr.  W.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported ba^k,  with  an  amendment,  House  bill  en- 
titled "  An  act  granting  a  pension  to  Milly,  an 
^dian  woman  of  the  Creek  nation."         * 
SLAVE  TRADE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ARCHER,  the  communica- 
tion received  from  the  State  Department  a  few 
days  ago,  transmitted  in  compliance  with  a  reso- 
lution of  the  Senate,  calling  for  information  of 
eertain-attpposed  abuses  of  the  American  flag  in 
subservience  of  the  slave  trade,  was  taken  from 
the  table,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

JAMES  W.  BRBEDLOVE. 

The  adverse  report  of  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
in  the  case  of  James  W.  Breedlove,  was  concurred 
in  by  the  Senate.  . 

SAC  <N0  POX  INDIANS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WRIGHT,  the  previous 

orders  of  the  day  were  postponed,  and  (he  Senate 

took  up  for  consideration  the  bin  entitled  "A  bill 

to  repeal  an  act  directing  the  survey  of  the  north- 


ern line  of  the  reservation  of  the  half-breeds  of 
the  Sac  and  Fox  tribe  of  Indians  by  the  treaty 
of  August,  1834,"  approved  March  3,  1843. 

Mr.  HENDERSON  explained  the  object  of 
the  bill ;  and  there  bein?  no  proposition  to  amend, 
it  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

NAVAL  SERVICE. 
The  bill  from  the  House  making  appropriation 
of  certain  moneys  in  the  Treasury  for  the  naval 
service,  was  read  twice  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
miuee  on  Finance. 

PENSION  BILL. 

The  House  bill  making  appropriation  for  the 
payment  of  revolutionary  and  other  pensions  fur 
the  fiscal  year  ending  30ih  June,  1845,  which  had 
been  returned  from  the  House  with  certain  amend- 
ments to  the  amendments  made'  by  the  Senate, 
was  taken  up,  and  committed  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance. 

THE  TARIFF — COMPROMISE  ACT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BAYARD,  the  Senate  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  the  resolution  reported 
from  the  Committee  on  Finance,  for  (he  indef- 
inite postponement  of  the  bill  introducet)  by  Mr. 
McOoFFiE,  for  reducing  the  rate  of  dnties  under 
the  present  tariff  to  the  standard  of  the  compro- 
mise act. 

Mr.  CHOATE  reniarked  that  he  had,  on  the 
formei  day  on  which  he  had  addressed  the  Sen- 
ate, assumed,  and  he  trusted  he  had  maintained 
successfully,  the  position  that  the  statesmen  of 
1816  and  1824  had  proceeded  on  the  same 
rational  principles  of  political  economy  that  the 
statesmen  of  1789  had  been  actuated  by.  But  he 
might  be  asked,  if  such  were  the  fact,  why  were 
the  duties  under  the  acts  of  1816  and  1824  made 
to  transcend  so  much  the  duties  of  1789.'  To 
this  he  would  answer,  that  the  reason  why  the 
duties  of  1789  were  so  low,  was,  that  they  were 
found  quite  sufficient  to  raise  the  amount  of  rev- 
enue then  required  for  the  wants  of  the  Govern- 
ment; and  that  the  same  duties,  under  altered 
circumstances,  were  fouird  wholly  insufficient  in 
1816  and  1624.  Besides,  in  1789  ther^  was  not 
a  cotton  spindle  in  the  Oiiited  Slates.  Cotton 
manufactures,  woolen  manufactures,  iron  manu- 
factures, were  not  then  domestic  interests  in  ex- 
istence, and  demanding  special  protection ;  where- 
as in  1810,  there  were  eighty  thousand  spindles 
in  full  operation,  and  those  interests  had  grown 
up  OS  peculiarly  national  interests.  He  read  ex- 
tracts from  the  reports  of  Messrs.  Gallatin,  Dal- 
las, and  Newton,  to  show  the  progress  of  man- 
ufactures from  the  year  1791,  »^en  the  first 
spindle  was  set  in  motion  in  the  United  States, 
to  1810,  when  eighty  thousand  were  in  full  ope- 
ration. There  was  not,  at  that  period,  (1791,) 
even  a  woolen  factory,  requiring  the  parental 
care  of  the  Government.  The  interruptions 
to  American  commerce  during  the  restrictive 
systems  of  European  nations  in  18U7,  1808,  1809 
and  1810,  had  given  such  stimulus  to  American 
manufactures,  that  to  keep  them  alive  for  one 
hour  after  the  war,  th^  duties  of  1789  would  have 
been  wholly  insufficient.  With  the  battle  of 
Waterloo  one  age  went  out,  and  a  new  age  came 
in — an  age  to  which  no  monarch  could-  affix  his 
name,  for  it  was  a  new  age  which  justly  should 
j  be  called  the  age  of  the  people. 

Every  nation  thenceforward  seemed  determined 
to  abandon  war,  and  turn  all  its  attention  to  the 
peaceful  development  of  its  own  internal  resources. 
I  We  could  not  have  stood  the  competition  with 
I  England  for  the  existence  of  manufactures,  in 
I  1816,  had  not  our  Government  extended  to  our 
maiHifacturers  some  more   enlarged   protection 
I  than  the.duties  of  1789  afforded.     Mr.  C.  here 
I  reviewed  the  history  of  the  tariff' acts  of  1816and 
1824,  with  a  view  of  showing  that  the  whole 
country  then  recognized  the  necessity  of  con- 
forming to  the  nsw  policy  developed  by  the  new 
age  of  the  world — the  industrial  age — which  had 
come  into  existence  after  the  battle  of  Waterloo 
— a  battle  which  had  terminated  the  age  of  mili- 
tary despotism.  He  referred  to  an  English  pam- 
phfct  to  prove  that  after  the  continental  war  every 
civilized  nation  of  the  world  adopted  a  protective 
system  almost  prdMbitory,  fur  the  benefit  of  its 
own  manufacturers,  except  Holland  and  Turkey. 
He  asked,  what  now  waa  Holland,  with  her  free 


trade  }  Was  she  the  Holland  of  former  liiae)  ? 
the  Holland  which  gave  England  her  delirenr  in 
1688.'  the  Holland  which  once  held  the  dominion 
of  the  seas,  and  the  carrying  trade  of  rwtioni? 
No;  her  commerce  was  gone.  She  was  aow  the 
least  considerable  of  European  States.  And  u 
for  Turkey,  its  policy  was  to  receive  everydiiog 
free,  but  admit  nothing  to  come  out. 

He  next  adverted  to  the  tabular  statemenli  in- 
duced by  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  (Mr.  Bn- 
TOH,^  the  purport  of  which  was  to  show  a  pro* 
gressive  increase  of  imports  and  revrnandaring 
his  first  epoch  of  twenty-five  years;  while  they 
showed  extreme  fluctuations  in  both  imporUand 
revenue  during  the  second  epoch,  from  1817  to 
1842.  Now,  he  admitted  that  there  might  be  more 
fluctuations  when  this  nation  had  grown  op  to  ■ 
quadruple  population,  and  during  great,  convul- 
sions of  trade,  currency ,  &c.,  than  durine  its  yean 
of  infancy;  but  these  fluctuations  would  happen, 
whether  with  high  or  low  duties;  and  loattritnle 
them  to  the  tarifi'actsof  1816, 1824,  or  1828,  woald 
be  just  as  reasonable  as  was  the  grambiiagoriht 
gentleman  in  the  Spectator,  whoineisted  that  then 
never  had  been  good  weather  in  England  nince  the 
Revolution.  But,  supposing  it  were  true  thai, 
since  1816,  less  imports  had  been  coniumed  in 
this  country  than  before  1887,  he  asked— what 
then  >  It  only  proved  that  home  nuinofaclara 
had  supplanted  foreign  manufactures;  and  that, 
therefore,  the  national  wealth  had  been  increated. 
It  showed  that  the  purpose  of  protection— isei- 
dental  protection,  such  as  the  sutesmen of  17(9 
intended  should  so  operate — had  built  op  home 
manufactures,  which  were  able  to  compete  with 
foreign  manufacturers,  and  supply  their  own  onr- 
ket  on  cheaper  terms.  It  was  creating,  in  place 
of  a  precarious  foreign  commerce,  a  pemonmt 
domestic  commerce  of  infinitely  more  national 
value.  He  should  hold,  to  the  day  of  hiideaib, 
that  there  are  certain  principles  which  he  would 
not  be  content  with  mereljr  saying  are  self-<*i- 
dent,  but  which  he  held  to  be  indisputable;  they 
are,  that  we  are  doing  not  a  bad  thing,  but  an ei- 
cellcnt  good  thing,  lor  agriculture,  when  we  are 
building  up  a  new  source  of  employment  vhich 
creates  a  new  market  for  agricultural  prodncU; 
that  the  best  exports  for  a  country  are  its  maon- 
factured  producu;  and  that,  however  valuable 
foreign  commerce  may  be  to  a  nation,  doraeMc 
commerce  is  still  more  valuable.  These  be  eoi- 
sidered  indisputable  propoaiiions;  and  he  main- 
tained that  these  were  the  principles  which  dw 
protective  system  upheld  and  promoted. 

Reverting  to  the  practical  question  st  imm, 
which  he  considered  was,  that  the  existing  daliet 
are  excessive;  that  a  rate  of  only  half  the  avenge 
duty  of  the  act  of  1842,  would  be  more  produc- 
tive of  revenue;  and  that  the  bill  under  diocn- 
sion  would  afford  ample  incidental  protection  for 
home  manufactures,  he  asked,  where  was  the 
proof  of  all  this  ?  where  the  evidence  that  thii 
experiment  would  be  safe — that  it  would  be  nc 
cessful  ?  He  insisted  that  the  oni)S  of  proof  *>< 
thrown  upon  those  calling  for  this  chann.  Wot 
it  to  be  deduced  from  the  experience  of  the  lo« 
tariff  |>eriod  of  1841  and  1843?  If  it  was  not 
given  then,  where  was  it  to  be  obtained?  It «« 
tried  from  1789  till  immediately  before  the  jf 
1816,  and  failed;  it  was  tried  in  1841, and  e<)tia]lv 
faiteii.  One  of  the  proofs  now  brougttfonnn 
was,  that  some  manufactures  aflbni  enormoa* 
profits.  This  depended  upon  represeniationaof 
newspapers  which  were  implicitly  believed— be- 
lievea  withoOt  examination  into  the  foundation 
on  which  they  were  raised.  But  sappoain;  it  _ 
was  true  that  in  one  branch  of  business  proJu 
were  large,  that  was  no  reason  why  sll  other 
branches  of  business  should  be  cut  down  by  R* 
moving  the  protective  duties  under  which  diey 
preserved  their  existence.  It  was  a  ievsli^ 
proposition,  that,  because  one  individoal  m  • 
regiment  was  taller  than  the  rest,  the  heads  of  ol 
should  be  cut  off'  to  bring  the  regiment  loastand- 
ard  height. 

To  illuatrete  the  necessity  for  giving  stsbili? 
and  permanency  to  the  cultivation  of  the  meehSBie 
arts,  he  quoted  the  British  Monthly  MaeaiiDe, 
and  the  opinions  of  a  Prussian  gazette;  the  one 
advocating  the  inteitots  of  British  manufactarM, 
and  the  other  the  interesu  of  German  home  in- 
dustry. Such,  be  insisted,  should  also  be  tbt 
policy  of  the  United  States. 
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H«  concurrcil  with  llic  Senators  from  Missouri 
[Mr.  litNTox]  und  from  Georgia  [Mr.  BtRRicK'] 
that  ibis  \v«.s  ;ui  iiiaii>pioioiis  nioveineiii — at  liic 
eve  of  a  |»rt.'«iiifnlial  election — to  attempt  any 
chanm.  He  would  go  furtlicr,  and  «:iy  that  he 
coulil  »inh  that,  during  the  year  preceding  a 
presidential  election,  the  turift' question  in  Con- 
gress should  be  a  tabooed  question — a  fortidden 
ground  of  intermeddling.  It  was  a  dog-day  and 
feverish  season;  and  he  could  sec  ihc  consequent 
influence  of  exciting  topics  of  discussion  in  the 
attacks  made  during  tliisdebatc  on  Massachusetts. 
It  was  her  manufactures,  her  tMiormous  prefits, 
that  newspaper  paragraplts  had  been  raked  up  to 
nssttil,  while  not  a  word  was  said  about  Pennsyl- 
vania. Uul  was  Mnssaeliust;tts  the  author  of  the 
tariff  acts  of  IHU)  or  18i4.'  Gentlemen  who  at- 
tacked her  should  look  iiean  r  home.  What  good 
would  it  do  kSouiii  Carolina  and  New  Hanip.shire 
to  strip  MassacJiusetts  of  her  inanufuetures,  and 
drive  her  back  to  her  ice  and  granites-  Was  it 
nothing  that  she  now  consumes  ^4:i,00fl,000  of 
the  agricultural  products  of  her  sister  fjtates — 
nearly  one  half  of  the  exports  of  the  Union-  Not 
a  spindle  does  she  turn  tiiat  does  not  put  money 
into  tite  pockets  of  every  farmer  from  New  Hamp- 
shire to  the  base  of  the  Rocky  Mountains.  Man- 
ufacturers and  inechnnicsare  Unionists  iu  profes- 
sion and  principles,  niid  national  in  all  things. 
The  Stales  of  this  Union  must  be  taken  as  they 
are.  All  have  their  characteristics  und  peculiar- 
ities; they  had  them  bi  fore  they  came  into  the 
Union.  He  should  not  wonder  to  see  the  Kuite 
of  Massachusetts  again, as  she  once  was,  opposed 
to  this  GovernmeHt — not  to  the  next  administra- 
tion of  it,  [l.iughurr;]  but  he  would  say  to  the 
Governineiil,  be  Just  to  her,  and  she  will  be  a 
blessing  to  the  Union. 

Mr.  B.VGIJY  next  obtained  the  floor;  but  the 
hour  being  late,  he  hoped  the  pending  question 
would  be  passed  over  iiiftirinally. 

Mr.  MERRICK  hoped  llic  Senator  would  con- 
sent to  let  it  be  postponed  for  a  week  or  ten  days, 
wi^h  a  view  of  affording  time  to  get  through  willi 
tlic  Post  Office  bill. 

On  motion,  the  pending  question  was  laid  on 
the  table,  with  an  uniierstanding  that  the  Senator 
from  .'Mitliaina  [.Mr.  liACDv]  would  have  the  right 
of  calling  it  up  whenever  he  felt  disposed  lu  pro- 
ceed with  his  remarks. 

POST .\G IS — FRANKI.NO  I'RIVILEOB. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MERRICK,  the  Post  Office 
bill  was  taken  up  as  in  Coiumitteeof  the  Whole. 

Mr.  MERRICK  said  he  believed  the  question 
pending  was  on  the  ainendinenl  proposed  by  the 
S<.-iiaior  from    New   Hampshire,    [Mr.    Wood- 

"''The  PRESIDING  OFFICER  stated  that  the 
oinendinent  was  to  strikeout  ihc  word  "double," 
in  the 'sixteenth  line  of  the  first  section,  and  to 
insert  "  fifty  per  cent,  more  than." 

Mr.MERlllCKexplaiiied  iliat  the  effect  would 
be  to  make  the  jiostage  for  every  additional  quar- 
ter of  an  ounce  over  the  half  ounce,  chargeable 
with  single  postiure,  half  ns  much  more  as  the 
uingle  postage.  This,  he  feared,  would  prevent 
llic  object  being  effected  that  the  coininitlce  had 
in  view;  which  was  to  make  the  increase  of  post- 
age with  the  increase  of  weight,  such  as  would 
keep  persons  from  combining  to  .send  numerous 
letters  in  envelopes  at  less  postage  than  they  would 
come  to,  each  person  mailing  his  letters  for  him- 
self. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  had  not  slopped  to  argue 
whether  the  standard  for  single  rates  of  postage 
was  too  high  or  too  low;  but  he  had  merely  looked 
to  the  standard  proposed  in  the  bill;  antl  on  that 
be  coiisidered  the  double  postage  for  an  increnso 
of  a  quarter  of  an  ounce  would  be  too  much.  He 
hnd  looked  t<?  ihc  analogies  furnished  by  the  rules 
adopted  in  the  post  office  depariments  of  Eng- 
land, France,  and  Prussia,  where  double  postage 
was  only  charged  on  double  weights. 

Mr.  MERRICK  suggested  that  a  great  object 
was  to  make  the  rates  of  postage  according  to  the 
decimal  coins  of  the  United  States,  ancUereat  in- 
conveniences would  arise  from  making  divisions 
such  as  the  amendment  would  authorize. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  suggested  that  all  the  incon- 
venience alluded  to  could  be  avoided  by  adopting 
the  England  rule  of  only  doubling  the  postage 
when  the  weight  was  doubled. 

The  question  being  put  on  this  amendment, 


and  it  being  found  that  there  was  not  a  quorum 

present, 

Mr.  PHELPS  rose  for  tlic  purpose  of  moving 
an  adjournment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ARCHER,  who  said  that 
the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  had  called  to  his 
mind  that  there  was  tt  question  of  reference  to  be 
disposed  of  in  sccrelscssion  which  would  not  take 
five  minutes, 

The  Senate  went  into  executive  session,  and 
shortly  after  ndjournod. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monday,  .Ipril  15,  1844. 

The  Journal  of  Saturday  havine  been  read. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  first  business  in 
order  was  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  [Mr.  C.  Johnson,]  to  terminate  de- 
bate on  the  Army  appropriation  bill. 
RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr.  BURKE,  on  leave,  offered  the  following 
resolution;  which  was  considered,  and  agreed  to: 

Resotveil,  That  ihe  Po^tiMii-tter  General  b<!  directed  inlay 
Itefore  ihL-  Ifoiise  certified  enpiefi  ol' nil  [>rf)pu!Mil!i  and  ofiv-rii 
made  by  Ifiuic  Hilt  i  Jritiu*,  and  irin:  KtaleinenM  ofaJI  [>ra- 
[lortatit  niid  eflV-rs  ^tihiiiiltrd  in  any  tViriii  not  in  writing,  liir 
printing;  :ind  fiiriiifiliiii<;  l>lnnl<s  for  the  several  po!<t  oitiee«i 
of  tlie  l.'iilted  Siali,-.-,  tinder  the  late  Rdverti:ii>aieut»  nf  the 
I'osI  OlFice  i)e{>nrliiient  inviting  wneli  proposals,  copies  of 
wliieli  were  reeenlly  laid  belore  ttii;*  iieu^e  ;  nad  tliul  lie 
also  repiifl  to  tbi»  House  wiietlicr  any  part  of  the  tcnn.s  or 
otiligntions  of  the  late  contract!",  made  in  pursuance  of  ihe 
adv(  rti>cineiit  before  meialofieil,  for  funUstiiii'i  blanlot, 
liave  at  any  liiile  been  altered,  lilodillfrd,  releat^ed,  or  ean- 
eelled  ;  and  if  no,  what  allerutirms  and  uioditieationM  have 
been  made  in  r<aid  contmet,  and  what  porUuns  of  tlie  same 
Imve  been  released  or  canceled. 

Mr.  SIMONS  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  was  considered,  and  agreed  to: 

RetoU-eity  Tlmt  the  rommitlee  orAeconnl.i  be  aiilhnr- 
l7.ed  t'>  demand  of  any  perium  nr  per-«(m!<  wlin  may  po!tite!i.<t 
lllein,  all  i-ngraved  plates,  uf  ever>- description,  wliicli  tiave 
been  luiid  inr  by  tills  House,  for  luapit,  eliarti*.  anil  otber 
piir|H>'es.  and  that  tbey  place  tliem  In  charge  of  the  con- 
gressional llbiarian. 

Mr.  PRATT,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings,  submitted  a  resolution  directing  the 
Clerk  to  pay  $500  out  of  the  contingent  fund,  for 
watering  Pennsylvania  avenue;  but  it  was  ob- 
jected to  by  several,  and  not  received. 

PETITIO.VS,  ETC. 

Mr.  SLIDELL  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
State  of  Louisiana  in  relation  to  the  speedy  set- 
tlement of  nil  private  land  claims  in  that  State  in 
the  mode  and  manner  that  they  deem  moat  proper; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

A  like  resolution,  that  the  said  Senators  and 
Representatives  be  requested  to  use  every  effort 
to  procure  the  necessary  appropriations  for  ren- 
dering the  harbor  of  Pensacola  accessible  to  ves- 
sels of  every  class,  and  to  the  placing  the  navy- 
yard  there  as  speedily  as  possible  in  a  condition 
to  build,  repair,  and  equip  men-of-war;  which 
was  referi-ed  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  asked  leave  to  present  a 
petition  from  sundry  citizens  of  New  York,  pro- 
testing against  the  sale  of  the  mineral  lands  of  the 
United  iitatcs;  which  was  laid  on  the  table,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

THE  TARIFF. 

Mr.  TIBBATTS  observed  that  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  us  he  un- 
derstood,wasanxious  togo  into  iheCominitlee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  tariff  bill,  and  intended  to  make 
a  motion  to  that  effect  this  morning.  Now,  as 
many  gentlemen  were  anxious  to  dispose  of  the 
two  harbor  and  river  bills,  which  have  been  re- 
ported to  the  House,  he  would  suggest  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina,  tliot  if  l^e  would 
postpone  his  motion  until  two  o'clock,  by  which 
time  those  two  bills  would  probably  be  disposed 
of,  he  had  no  doubt  it  would  then  be  adopted. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  suggested  to  his  fiiend  from 
Kentucky  to  let  the  tariff  bill  be  taken  up  first,  as 
the  two  bills  he  spoke  of  could  be  disposed  of  in 
a  few  minutes. 

Mr.  McKAY,  in  answer  to  the  suggestion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  observed  that  the 
postponement  until  two  o'clock  would  not  avail 
the  gentleman,  as  the  rtrgular  order  of  business — 
the  reception  of  resolutions — would  then  come 
up.  He  should  not  make  the  motion  to  go  into 
committee  till  twelve  o'clock. 


Mr.  BIDLACK  said  he  had  for  some  time 
sought  an  opportunity  to  present  the  proceedings 
of  u  meeting  of  his  constituents,  without  distinc- 
tion of  party,  in  favor  of  the  present  tariff  law, 
and  against  the  bill  ri'portod  by  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means.  He  desired  to  present  these 
proceedings  to  the  House;  and,  if  the  printing 
should  be  refused,  to  have  them  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
where  the  reading  could  be  called  for  when  the 
question  was  taken  up. 

Objections  being  made  by  several,  the  proceed- 
ings were  not  presented. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  moved  a  call  of  the  House; 
which  motion  was  carried;  and 

The  roll  being  called,  it  was  found  that  one 
hundred  and  sixty-seven  members  answered  to 
their  names. 

The  absentees  were  called,  and  it  appeared  that 
one  hundred  and  seventy-two  members  were  pres- 
ent. 

The  SPEAKER  then  directed  the  officers  to 
close  the  doors  "f  the  Hall. 

The  absentees  were  then  called,  and  several 
were  excused,  on  the  ground  of  domestic  or  per- 
sonal aflliction,  6cc. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  moved  that  the  Ser- 
geant-at-Arms  be  dispatched  for  tho.se  in  the  city 
who  had  not  been  excused,  not  including  those 
in  the  gallery  who  were  waiting  to  get  in  when 
the  doors  were  opened. 

.Mr.  STEENROD  moved  that  oil  further  pro- 
ceedings under  the  call  be  suspended. 

The  SPEAKER  put  the  question  on  the  motion 
to  send  the  Sergcant-at-Arms  for  the  absentees. 

A  division  was  called  for  j  and  also  tellers. 

Mr.  VANCE  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  and 
they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  HARALSON  said,  ifall  the  members  were 
to  be  sent  for,  it  would  take  the  Sergeant-at-Arms 
a  month. 

Mr  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  said  his  motion  only 
included  all  those  who  were  in  the  city. 

Some  Me.mbeh  hoped  it  would.be  "  all  he  could 
catch." 

Mr.  THOMPSON  said  if  the  absent  gentle- 
men were  brought  in  by  the  Sergeant-at-Arms, 
they  would  probably  have  material  excuses  to  jus- 
tify their  absence;  and  of  what  use,  then,  would 
it  be  to  waste  so  much  of  the  public  lime  by  going 
through  the  forms  of  prosecuting  this  business? 
He  hoped,  then,  the  further  proceedings  under 
the  call  would  be  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  HOGE  called  the  gentleman  from  Missis- 
sippi to  order. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  continued,  remarking  that 
it  did  seem  to  him  the  public  time  was  too  valu- 
able to  be  thus  wasted. 

Mr.  PAY'NE  hoped  the  call  would  not  be  sus- 
pended. In  his  opinion,  it  was  necessary  to  do 
something  to  compel  the  attendance  of  members, 
when  important  questions  were  to  be  decided,  or 
to  show  who  it  was  that  obstructed  the  public 
business,  by  absenting  themselves  from  their 
seats  in  the  House.  Tlie  House  had  witnessed, 
on  a  very  recent  occasion,  the  effect  produced  by 
the  absence  of  members  when  the  Htmse  wos 
called  to  vote  on  a  question  in  which  this  entire 
Union  was  deeply  interested;  and  to  obviate  the 
repetition  of  sucfi  a  result,  he  hoped  the  House 
would  not  suspend  the  call,  but  that  the  Sergeant- 
at-Arms  would  be  sent  to  bring  in  the  abserllees. 

Mr.  STEENROD  said  he  hoped  further  pro- 
ceedings in  the  call  would  be  suspended.  It  would 
be  worse  than  u.selessio  go  any  further;  for  half 
of  those  who  had  not  answered  to  their  names 
were  at  their  homes. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  said  he  had  always 
been  averse  to  calls  of  the  House,  and  had  voted 
against  them,  as  he  did  in  this  instance,  at  the 
commencement;  but  it  was  not  because  he  was 
convinced  that  they  were  on  all  occasions  useless; 
and  gentlemen  who  had  sat,  as  he  had  done  in 
that  House,  often  for  two  hours  when  a  quorum 
was  not  present,  must  agree  with  him  in  saying 
that  calls  were  sometimes  necessary.  It  was  for 
this  reason  that,  after  the  call  had  been  agreed  to, 
he  had  made  the  motion  to  send  the  Sergeant-at- 
Arms  for  the  absent  members.  As  they  hnd  gone 
thus  far,  he  thought  they  ought  to  proceed  ond 
enforce  the  attendance  of  members. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  said  he  was  averse  to  any 
further  proceedings  in  the  call.  The  only  result 
would  be  an  unnecessary  consumption  ol  time;  a 
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g;reat  many  excuses  would  have  to  be  made,  and 
aa  each  individual  member  preaenied  a  distinct 
case,and  each  was  debatable,  the  whole  day  would 
be  fruitlessly  wasted.  Nominal  fines  might  be 
imposed  in  some  cases,  and  they  would  oe  but 
nominal;  (or  surety  the  House  would  not  under- 
take to  enforce  the  attendance  of  members  in  this 
way.  If  their  own  senseof  duty  and  their  desire 
to  promote  the  public  good  failed  to  secure  their 
attendance,  it  would,  be  in  Tain  to  impose  fines 
upon  them.  It  was  for  the  House  to  record  the 
names  of  the  absentees.  Their  constituents  must 
and  would  hold  them  responsible.  He  hoped  the 
newspapers  would  not  fail  to  notice  the  names  of 
the  absenlees. 

Mr.  HOLMES  said  he  had  generally  been  op- 
posed to  calls  of  the  House;  butneagreed  with  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Davis,]  that  they 
were  sometimes  very  necessary.  The  arrument 
of  the  ^ntleman  from  Mississippi  was,  that  the 
members  of  this  House  were  responsible  to  their 
constiluents alone;  and  that,  therefore,  the  call  of 
the  House  was  notonly  unnecessary,  butactually 
a  work  of  supererogation.  The  constituency  of 
members  of  that  House  had  their  rights,  undoubt- 
edly, but  the  representatives  of  the  nation  had 
theirs  also;  and  he  believed  it  was  their  duty,  as 
representatives  of  a  national  constituency  charged 
with  important  functions,  to  compel  the  attend- 
ance of  members,  and,  if  necessary,  to  enforce 
le^  pains  and  penalties  for  that  purpose.  He 
did  hope,  after  what  they  had  seen  of  the  dispe- 
sition  of  members  to  avoid  voting  upon  an  im- 
portant question — he  mightsay,  the  great  question 
of  the  session — that  the  call  would  be  followed  up 
by  sending  (be  Sergeant-at-arms  to  enforce  the 
mandate  (■?  the  House.  If  it  were  ever  necessary 
that  prompt  action  should  be  had  upon  any  ques- 
tion, now  was  the  time  in  regard  Xo  this  important 
question  of  the  tariff. 

Mr.  REDING  moved  the  previous  question. 

On  seconding  the  demand  (or  the  previous  ques- 
tion, tellers  were  appointed;  who  reported — yeas 
ninety;  noes  not  counted. 

The  previous  question  being  seconded. 

The  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  now  put, 
viz:  "shall  further  proceedings  in  the  cull  be  sus- 
pended.'" 

°0n  this  question  the  yeas  and  nays  were  de- 
manded and  ordered;  and  being  taken,  resulted — 
yeas  107,  nays  64. 

All  further  proceedings  were  suspended. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  C.  Johnson  to  terminate 
debate  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill  was  taken 
up. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  called  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion*. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  modified  the  resolution, so 
as  to  terminate  debate  on  the  bill  in  two  hours 
after  going  into  committee. 

The  maui  question  was  ordered  and  put  on  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative. 

Mr.  McKAY  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  for 
the  purpose  of  going  into  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  on  the  tariff  bill. 

Mr.  C.JOHNSON  called  for  the  yeasand  nays, 
which  were  ordered ;  and  the  question  being  taken, 
it  was  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  84,  nays  95, 
as  follows: 

YEAS — Messra.  Andrraon,  AtkinMin,  nenton,  Jameii  A. 
Black,  mBckwell,  llowor,  Bowliri,  Uoyd,  Juciib  Uriiiker- 
lioflr,  William  J.  Hrown,  Burke,  Burt,  Caldwoll,  Reuben 
C'liapmnii,  Chappell,  t'ules,  Crtm,  Ciilloin,  Oana,  John  \V. 
I)avi>,  DmiDi'onlr,  Dunlap,  Elmer,  Hals,  Hamlin,  llaral- 
>on,  Henley,  Hemck,  Holme!!,  Ill, |ikina,Ilnui!lnn,Ilnbarii, 
Duelled,  Huiiferfbrd,  Jaines  Li.  Hum,  Cave  Jolinttun,  An- 
drew JolliiBon,  George  VV.  Jones,  Audrew  Kennedy,  Prn.-*- 
ton  KI119,  Labranclie,  I.eonarrl,  Lewis,  l.ueas,  Me(;nu:»len, 
Maclaj',  McClelland,  MeClcrnaiid,  MeCnnnell,  McDowell, 
McKay.  Mntiiewii,  Jonepli  Morriit,  Murphy,  Nnrris,  Otveii, 
I'aync,  Pettit,  Emery  I).  Pnuer,  Purdy,  llalhbuu,  David  i}. 
Iteld,  Reding,  Relfe,  RhcU,  ltol)erti),  fit.  Jiilin,  HImpsnii, 
HIidell,  1'liama.s  Smith,  Robert  Smith.  8teenra<l,  Strl>on, 
8tllfS,  Stone,  Taylor,  Thompion,  Tibbaun,  'fucker,  Wel- 
Icr,  VVeniuurtli,  Wlieatou,  Woodward,  and  Jo^icpli  A. 
•\Vcl)!hi-84. 

N.W'S— Mewrj.  Abboii,  Adama,  Anhc,  Baker,  Darriiiger, 
ISarnanl,  Bldiack,  Jaine<  Black,  Brengle.  Brodlipad,Mlltnit 
Drown,  Jeremiah  Brown,  Cary,  Carroll,  Catlln,  Caiirin, 
Clinch,  (;llngiaan,  Collamer,  Cranston,  llairali,  Garrett 
Davis,  Richard  D.  Davis,  Deb<-rry,  Dellei,  Dickey,  Uicklii- 
fon,  Dillingham,  Ellis,  rarlce.  Fish,  Foot,  French,  Gid- 
dings,  Byraiii  Grveii,  Grinnell,  <;rlaer,  llnrdin,  Harp-jr, 
llays,  Hogc,  llubfoell,  flud»oii,  VVns)iiu:(t<m  Hunt,  Ciiarlet, 
J.  ln];eri»oil,  Joseph  U.  In^ersoll.Jenks,  Pcrley  B.  Jnhn>on, 
John  P.  Keuuedv.  Daniel  P.  Kinu,  Mollvainc,  .Maisb,  Eil- 
w»rd  J.  Moiris,  Murnc,  Muoeley,  Newton,  rariuculer,  Pat- 


terson, Peyton,  Phanl.x,  Elisba  R.  Patter,  Pratt,  Preston, 
Ramsey,  Ohailes  M.  Reid,  Ritter,  Rockwell,  Rodney,  Ro- 
gerv,  Sample,  Sehenck,  Senter,  Severance,  Thomas  H. 
Seymour,  David  I.-  Seymour,  Simons,  All>ert  Smith,  John 
T.  Smith,  Caleb  B.  SmiUi.  Spence,  Andrew  Stewart,  John 
Stewart,  Strong,  Tliomasson,  Tllden,  Vance,  Vanmeter, 
Vinton,  WeUiered,  Wliite,  Williams,  WinUirop,  William 
Wright,  and  Ynst— 95. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  moved  that  the  House  Uke  up 
the  bill  regulating  the  time  of  holding  the  elec- 
tions for  electors  of  President  and  Vice  President. 

Mr.  McKAY  moved  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  Army 
appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  PETTIT  thought  it  would  be  better  to 
take  up  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  fixing  the  day 
for  the  adjournment  of  the  present  session. 

The  question  was  put  on  Mr.  McKay's  mo- 
tion, and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

ABUT  APPBOPRIATION  Bn.1.. 

So  the  House  resolved  itself  into  the  Committee 
ofthe  Whole  on  the  stale  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Wel- 
LER  in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support 
of  the  Army. 

Mr.  MOUSE,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor, 
continued  his  remarks  of  Saturday,  in  reply  to 
Messrs.  McDowell  and  Atkikbon. 

He  justified  the  call  of  an  extra  session  in  I84I, 
on  the  ground  of  a  large  national  debt  ofupwards 
of  thirty  million  dollars  existing,  with  an  ex- 
hausted Treasury.  The  amount  of  the  debt,  he 
was  told,  was  not  so  much  as  the  sum  at  which 
he  had  stated  it;  but,  he  repeated ,  the  obligations 
of  the  Government  were  of  that  amount,  though 
it  was  possible  some  portion  might  not  be  called 
for  within  the  year.  He  also  noticed  the  state 
of  our  commerce,  and  then  the  promises  and  pro- 
fessions of  political  parties,  at  various  periods, 
for  the  promotion  of  the  great  interests  of  the 
country  and  the  economical  administration  of  its 
government.  He  then  went  on  to  inquire  what 
were  the  principles  ofthe  Democratic  party.' 

Mr.  PAYNE  replied,  perfect  equality  in  all  civil 
and  political  rights,  between  citizen  and  citizen — 
monopolies  to  none. 

Mr.  MORSBcontinued, and  wentoverthe  broad 
ground  nf  party  differences,  concluding  with  the 
motion  to  strike  out  half  the  proposed  appropri- 
ation. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  said  itwas,  indeed,  of  little  im- 
portance by  what  name  things  were  called.  Coll 
things  by  what  name  they  pleased,  principles,  and 
principles  alone,  were  the  issue  upon  which  they 
should  act,  and  on  which  they  should  determine 
all  measures  on  which  they  were  called  to  decide 
and  to  deliberate.  He  cared  not  by  what  name 
they  called  the  government  under  which  we  live: 
he  cared  not  whether  it  were  despotic  or  demo- 
cratic in  name — unless,  indeed,  its  name  were 
indicative  of  the  opinions  by  which  it  was  admin- 
istered. That  government,  call  it  by  what'naroe 
they  pleased,  which  took  from  the  earnings  of  the 
laborer  the  smallest  amount,  and  secured,  at  the 
same  time,  to  the  ciiizcii  ibc  greatest  amount  of 
persona.'  liberty,  and  the  rights  of  person  and  the 
rights  of  property ,  was  the  best  government  under 
heaven.  He  cared  not,  he  repeated  again,  by  what 
name  they  called  it,  so  tha^it  were  one  that  ex- 
tended to  the  citizen,  in  person  and  in  property, 
the  greatest  atnount  of  liberty,  and  took  from  him 
the  smallest  amount  of  his  earnings  for  the  sup- 
port of  government  in  its  various  forms  and  func- 
tions. That  was  the  government,  and  such  were 
the  principles  for  which  he  would  go,  and  to  which 
he  would  odhere,  call  them  by  what  name  soever 
they  plensfd.  He  had  witnessed  somewhere  in 
his  life — but  where  he  did  not  now  recollect — a 
painting,  which,  as  he  gazed  on  it,  he  felt  spoke 
from  tli^cunvas  an  impressive  lesson.  It  was  a 
painting  on  which  there  was  a  representation  of 
the  crowned  head  of  a  king;  another  figure  in  the 
surplice  of  a  priest;  another  in  the  attire  and  garb, 
and  with  the  stars  and  garters,  of  the  knight. 
There  were  likewise  others  in  the  more  humble 
garb  of  agriculturists  and  laborers;  and  if  the  can- 
vas could  have  spoken  what,  perhaps,  it  was 
designed  to  say,  the  individual  who  was  repre- 
sented with  the  crowned  head  might  have  said, 
*'  I  rule  over  all;"  the  priest  might  have  said;"I 
pray  for  all;"  the  soldier  might  have  said,"  I  fight 
for  all;"  and  the  more  humble  figures  in  the  back 
ground ,  I  he  agriculturists  and  laborers,  migh  t  say, 
"  I  pay  for  all." 


This  was  the  language  which  should  imprea 
itself  upon  every  individual  within  those  walU. 
It  was  in  accordance  with  the  principle  which  he 
had  laid  down,  that  that  Government  which  se- 
cured to  its  citizens  the  greatest  amount  of  per- 
sonal liberty ,  and  took  from  them  the  lesaeramoiut 
of  their  earnings,  was  the  better Gtovemment, call 
it  by  what  name  they  chose. 

He  proposed  to  call  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee to  some  of  the  acts  of  the  Federal  patty— 
for  he  chose  to  call  things  by  their  right  nanus, 
though  his  friend  and  coUeague  (Mr.  Mout]  iai 
chosen  to  designate  tlie  party  to  which  he  (Mr. 
H.)  belonged,  as  Locofocos.    He  suoposedthe 

fentleman  used  the  term  faceiit.  -sly;  but,  for 
imself,  he  preferred  the  plain,  straight-forward 
manner  of  calling  things  by  their  right  namet. 
He  chose  to  call  the  party.  Federalists  ofthe  Han-~ 
ford  convention  stamp.  He  would  ask,  had  the 
committee  heard  from  his  colleague  an  intimation 
of  the  principles  of  his  party  >  They  h*d  rot 
The  gentleman  had  not  uttered  a  single  syiUilt 
which  could  lead  to  an  understanding  of  ihoie 
principles.  No;  like  an  adroit,  shrewtl,  skillhl 
tactician,  he  had  carefully  absbiined  frooi  stow- 
ing  a  single  principle  by  which  himself  or  hii 
friends  were  guided.  Their  principles  were  well 
understood,  however,  to  be  ofthe  ultra  Utrtfoii 
convention  school;  their  principles  were  to  uke 
the  hard  earnings  of  the  poor,  and  put  then  in 
the  pockets  of  the  capitalists.  Such,  were  iht 
principles  by  which  they  would  be  actoated  in 
case  they  had  the  power.  They  were  in  favor  of 
a  national  bank.  They  were  m  favor  of  a  high 
tariff — a  protective  tariff.  Yes;  such  proleclioa 
as  the  lamb  receives  from  the  wolf;  such  protec- 
tion as  the  vulture  would  extend  to  its  victim. 

Hiafrie'nd  and  colleague  had  talked  a  good  deil 
about  the  consii^tency  of  his  party  as  conuaattd 
with  that  to  which  he  belonged.  He  belicTcdlt 
was  Caesar  who  said  he  wondered  howaaoodt- 
sayer  could  look  another  soothsayer  iu  the  ba 
without  a  smile  at  the  credulity  ot  those  who  be- 
lieved in  their  predictions.  Iu  like  manner  beyw 
surprised  that  his  colleague  could  rise  her*  with- 
out a  smile  himself,  or  without  producing  a  taile 
on  the  faces  of  gentlemen  of  his  own  party,  itd 
talk  about  the  consistency  of  the  party  of  whict 
he  is  a  member.  What  were  the  promise!  which 
were  made  by  that  party,  and  how  did  they  re- 
deem those  promises.'  They  even  desecrated  the 
stars  and  stripes  of  the  national  bannerby  abating 
them,  when  they  should  have  floated  in  the  fre« 
breeze  of  heaven,  to  the  level  of  a  miserable  piece 
of  bunting,  and  made  to  bear  the  despicable  ptny 
watch- word , " Tipand Tv. "  When nexttheymr 
their  banners  there  should  be  inscribed  upon  them: 
"  here  is  a  party  who  have  violated  their  pled^ 
and  broken  all  their  promises." 

He  tvould,  with  permission,  read  afewexii»tt» 
firstfrom  the  confessionsof  a  member  of  the  Fed- 
eral party,  [Mr.  Newton,]  and  next  from  an  ad- 
dress published  and  promulgated  by  that  parly  is 
Virginia  in  1840.  [Mr.  H.  here  read  the  eiaaeU 
referred  to.]  He  would  call  the  attention  of  the 
committee,  for  a  few  moments,  to  the  action  of 
the  Twenty-Seventh  Congress,  which  had  beei 
so  highly  lauded  by  some  gentlemen.  That  Con- 
gress violated  every  promise  which  had  been  made 
to  the  people  by  the  Federal  party,  not  oaly  in 
relation  to  the  expenditures  of  the  GoverameM 
and  in  relation  to  proscription,  but  all  other  pn>n>' 
ises. 

He  would  not  enumerate  in  detail  all  the  acta  o> 
that  Congress;  he  would  merely  allude  to  a  few 
of  them.  And  first,  the  bankrupt  law — a  law»»" 
taining  not  a  single  principle  or  safeguard  *bica 
hadenteredintoevery  system  of  bankruptcy  wbiti 
liad  ever  been  tolerated  in  any  country.  U  *•• 
neither  more  nor  less  than  a^sponge  to  wipe  out 
indebtedness;  or,  as  the  gentleman  from  Viijii"» 
had  well -said,  a  new  way  of  paying  old  oebo 
without  means;  and  the  same  Congress,  befoic 
its  time  had  expired,  so  odious  was  the  me»»»i« 
in  the  view  of  nil  honest  men,  were  forced  ton- 
peal  the  act.  There  was  no  man  in  the  part  of  the 
county  trtiere  he  resided  who  would  stand  up  j« 
its  favor;  if  any  one  should  attempt  it,  he  moM 
not  long  be  suffered  to  stand  up. 

Mr.  AIORSE  said  that  he  made  a  speech  in 
favor  of  thht  law,  and  yet  he  was  relumed  to  dm 
Congrx'S;:. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  said  he  had  never  lieardof  tk»i 
speech  before,  nor  did  he  believe  it  would  besr* 
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nil  upon  the  question  now,  whatever  might  have 
been  his  course  at  a  former  lime.  What  the  gen- 
tleman's course  was  forinerly,  was  one  mutter; 
whntit  wasnow,  wusanother.  Many  of  the  party 
t3  which  the  gentleman  belonged,  spoke  and  voted 
for  that  measure  at  one  time,  and  afterwards  spoke 
and  voted  n-riinst  it;  and  the  gentleman  himself 
would  probably  be  placed  m  the  same  dilemma. 
He  would  like  to  know  frr.i  the  gentleman  how 
he  would  viite  if  now  called  upon  to  vote  in  refer- 
ence to  that  act. 

Mr.  MOUSE  said  the  act  hod  been  repealed,  it 
was  true,  but  it  hud  done  its  office. 

Ml.  HAMLIN  continued.  It  had  done  its  office 
truly,  and  wiped  oiii  many  an  honesidebt.  This 
was  one  of  tiic  leading  measures  of  the  Federal 
party.  And  others  equally  flagitious  followed  in 
Its  tr.iin.  The  distribution  act,  ilie  tariiT,  the  black 
tariil' — ay,  black  as  midnight — the  national  bank, 
and  the  assumption  of  the  State  debts. 

One  of  ilic  professions  of  the  party  was,  that 
they  would  protect  the  laborer;  and  how  had  they 
done  this?     By  taxing  him. 

The  Whig  paviy  claimed  to  be,  par  excelUnee, 
the  friends  of  the  laborer,  while  they  taxed  him 
for  the  leather  he  rVeads  btuiealli  his  feet  and  the 
hat  he  wears  on  his  head;  and  they  would  tax 
him  for  the  very  air  he  breathed  if  they  had  the 
power  to  do  so.  Their  object  was  to  degrade 
labor,  and  to  filch  from  it  for  the  benefit  of  the 
capitalist;  and  this  he  would  proceed  to  show. 
They  jiroposed  to  dislributc  the  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands  among  the  States;  and 
whatever  that  amount  might  bi',  it  answered  for 
them  a  double  purpose.  In  the  first  place,  the 
deficiency  thus  created  must  be  supplied  by  tax- 
ation on  the  land — taxation  on  llujse  ijecessary 
articles  of  living  that  entered  into  the  consump- 
tion of  the  laboring  man.  What  next.'  The 
Slates  were  to  be  relieved  from  their  indebtedness, 
and  the  consequent  necessity  of  taxing  projierty. 
Now,  lie  would  ask  if  this  was  not  n  system  to 
relieve  property  from  taxation,  and  to  throw  the 
burden  on  individuals.'  It  took  away  from  ihe 
Government  the  fund  ceded  to  pay  the  revolu- 
tionary debi,aiul  to  provide  for  the. support  of 
the  Government;  antl  in  doing  so,  had  imposed 
the  necessity  of  additional  taxation  on  the  neces- 
saries of  life-,  while  at  the  same  time  it  relieved 
property  from  taxation.  Was  not  ihis  calculated 
to  degrade  labor.'  If  it  was  not,  he  did  not  know 
what  would.  It  was  a  measure  calling  on  Maine, 
who  was  not  indebted,  to  pay  her  proportion  of 
the  indebtedness  of  other  Statest.  He  regretted 
as  much  as  any  man  that  so  many  of  the  States 
had  been  so  improvident  as  to  involve  themselves 
in  debt;  but,  as  a  matter  of  justice,  he  would  ask 
if  it  would  be  right  to  impose  taxes  on  the  citi- 
zens of  the  non-indebted  Stales  to  pay  debts  that 
they  had  no  agency  in  creating.'  He  answered 
that  there  was  no  responsibility  resting  on  the 
citizens  of  Maine  to  contribute  towards  the  debts 
of  the  other  Slates,  the  creation  of  which  they  had 
no  voice  in.  The  injustice  of  such  a  measure 
stood  out  so  palpably  that  an  individual  could 
scarcely  be  found  who  would  excuse  it.  Yet  they 
found  the  Whig  party  on  that  floor  enacting  Ihe 
same  thing  in  substance,  and  thus  degrading  the 
States  to  the  condition  of  humble  recipients  of 
Government  favor. 

He  knew  that  one  argument  used  in  favor  of 
th*  measure  was,  that  the  lauds  belonged  to  the 
peofde  of  the  States;  and  tlnit  they  had  a  right  to 
their  proceeds  to  relieve  themselves  from  debts. 
It  was  true  that  they  did;  but  they  were  pledged 
for  a  distinct  purpose,  from  which  Congress  had 
no  right  to  divert  ihem.  So  did  this  splendid  tem- 
ple in  wl;ich  Congress  sat  belong  to  the  people 
of  the  United  Stales;  and,  by  the  same  argument, 
it  might  be  sold,  and  the  proceeds  distributed 
among  the  States.  Again:  what  was  the  next 
measure  which  received  the  sanction  of  the  Whig 
Congress  .'  It  was  the  passage  of  the  bill  char- 
tering a  national  bank.  He  had  already  made  a 
quotation  from  ilie  Virginia  address,  in  which 
they  denied  that  the  charter  of  a  bank  was  Ihe 
issue  to  be  made  by  them;  yet,  false  to  every 
promise  they  made,  with  hot  haste  they  passed 
a  bill  chartering  a  national  bank.  Had  they  for- 
gotten so  soon  the  influences  which  originated  in 
that  monster  institution  ?  All  the  industry  of  the 
country, its  commerce,  agriculture,  and  manufac- 
tures, lind  been  prostrated  by  it;  and  yet  the 
Whig  party,  in  defiance  of  the  Icason  thus  taught 


them,  were  for  chartering  another  with  more  pow- 
er to  do  mischief.  Had  ihey  so  so  soon  forgotten 
that  this  institution  undertook  lo  control  the  des- 
tinies of  the  country  ?  that  it  undertook  to  control 
its  legislation.'  that  it  undertook  to  control  the 
ballot-boxes?  and  that  it  undertook  to  control  the 
press?  Who  did  not  recollect  the  cry  that  went 
from  these  walls  and  echoed  throughout  the  coun- 
try when  the  Government  deposits  were  removed? 
Who  did  not  recollect  that  it  was  "panic!  panic!" 
here  and  through  all  parts  of  fhe  Union?  Who 
did  not  recollect  the  expansions  and  contractions 
of  its  circulation,  and  all  for  political  effect,  and 
how  many  uiiforlunati!  men  were  made  to  feel  its 
power?  vVhen  it  contracted,  how  many  mer- 
chants were  prostrated  and  driven  into  bankrupt- 
cy? and  when  it  fell,  how  many  widows  and  or- 
phans were  robbed  of  their  all?  Yet  in  despite 
of  this  sad  experience,  and  in  violation  of  all  the 
pledges  they  made  to  the  country,  the  Whigs  of 
the  Twenty-Seventh  Congress  came  here  and 
urged  the  passage  of  a  bill  through  this  and  the 
other  House  creating  an  institution  which  would 
inflict  the  same  evils  on  the  country. 

Yet  his  colleague,  after  all  this,  talked  of  polit- 
ical consistency.  Again:  who  did  not  know  that 
ihis  same  party  descanted  long  and  loudly  on  the 
control  which,  they  said,  the  Independent  Treas- 
ury act  gave  the  Executive  over  the  public  funds; 
how  they  talked  of  the  union  of  the  purse  and  the 
sword?  Yes,  the  act  giving  the  Government  the 
power  to  take  care  of  its  own  funds,  and  which 
prevented  corporations  from  speculating  on  them, 
they  stigmatized  as  the  union  of  the  jiurse  and 
sword;  and  repealed  it,  leaving  the  Treasury 
without  any  legal  enactments  for  its  safe-keeping, 
and  thus  emphalieally  putting  the  purse  and  the 
sword  in  the  hands  of  one  individual.  Again: 
thev  passed  a  tariff  bill  which,  on  a  previous  oc- 
casion, he  had  denounced  as  "  the  black  tariff;" 
for  it  was  designed,  from  the  beginning,  by  those 
who  framed  it,  to  filch  money  from  the  pockets 
of  the  people  and  put  it  into  the  pockets  of  certain 
capitalists.  He  repeated,  that  the  object  of  that 
bill  was  to  legislate  money  into  the  pockets  of  a 
certain  class,  out  of  the  pockets  of  the  people. 

In  the  little  time  allotted  to  him,  he  could  not 
resort  to  details;  but  Jet  any  man  examine  that 
act  airefully  and  he  wouhl  sec  the  distinction  that 
was  made  in  favor  of  the  capitalist  and  against 
the  agriculturist.*  He  would  see  that  while  the 
products  of  agriculture  are  protected  by  a  duty  of 
from  five  to  fifteen  per  cent.,  the  manufactured 
articles  were  protected  by  a  duty  of  from  thirty 
to  two  hundred  per  cent.  Was  that  protecting 
labor  ?     Why  was  this  gross  act  of  injustice  per- 

f)etrated  ?  It  was  because  the  agricultural  and 
aboring  classes  were  the  last  to  come  here  and 
be^  for  special  favors;  while  the  capitalists,  more 
active  and  more  clamorous,  were  constanily  on 
the  alert,  and  beseiging  the  doors  of  Congress  in 
search  of  additional  bounties.  They  sought  to 
enrich  themselves  at  theexpen.se  of  the  rest  of  the 
community,  and  to  decade  labor  by  shifting  the 
burden  of  taxation  on  it.  It  was  remarkable  that, 
among  all  the  writers  on  political  economy,  there 
never  yet  had  been  one  willing  to  write  an  ele- 
mentary work,  demonstrating  that  by  adding  to 
the  prices  of  importations  at  the  custom-houses, 
these  prices  would  be  reduced  to  the  consumer. 
It  was  remarkable  that  no  elementary  writer  had 
yet  advanced  the  doctrine  that  high  taxes  con- 
duced to  the  prosperity  of  the  people  at  large;  yet 
the  Whig  parly  had  made  this  grand  discovery. 
[Here  the  Chairman's  mallet  fell,  announcing 
that  Mr.  HfiMi-iH's  hour  was  out.] 

Mr.  HARALSON  nextobtained  the  floor,Bnd 
observed  that  he  did  not  propose  to  inflict  on  the 
House  a  party  speech,  nor — like  the  gentleman 
who  had  preceded  him — go  into  Ihe  general  dis- 
cussion of  political  topics  unconnected  with  the 
subject  under  consideration.  He  purposed  to  con- 
fine himself,  as  far  as  he  was  able,  to  the  question 
under  consideration  in  committee.  He  had  voted 
for  the  Army  retrenchment  bill,  though  many 
parts  of  It  were  highly  objectionable  to  him,  be- 
cause he  was  anxious  that  retrenchment,  in  some 
form,  should  be  carried  out;  but  should  the  bill 
come  back  with  amendments  from  the  Senate,  he 
hoped  they  would  have  an  opportunity  of  getting 
rid  of  those  ol)jectional)le  features.  He  entirely 
dissented  from  that  part  of  the  bill  which  reduced 
so  greatly  the  pay  of  some  of  the  officers.  They 
generally  had  no  other  means  of  support  than 


their  pay,  having  devoted  themselves  exclusively 
to  the  profession  of  arms;  and  by  the  bill,  if  they 
liad4aiTfilies,  were  left  with  a  salary  inadequate 
to  their  support.  He  thought  that  the  officers  of 
the  Army  were  as  much  entitled  to  have  families 
as  any  other  citizens;  and  that  men  who  were 
al  all  times  ready  to  lay  down  iheir  lives  for  their 
country,  and  who  had  important  duties  to  per- 
form, should  not  be  reduced  so  low  as  to  be  un- 
able 10  provide  comfortably  for  their  wives  and 
children. 

He  also  objected  lo  the  portion  which  cut  down 
the  nay  of  the  enlisted  mechanics  in  the  Army. 
He  held  that  their  pay  was  not  sufficient  under 
the  proposed  reduction;  and  that,  if  they  had 
families,  the  pay  was  insufficient  for  their  support. 
He  could  not  approve  the  doctrine  that  a  man 
should  resign  because  he  enjoyed  the  privilege  of 
a  citizen  in  a  family;  but  more  especially  he  be- 
lieved that  their  pay  should  not  be  reduced.  But, 
taking  the  bill  as  a  whole,  he  was  disposed  to 
look  over  its  many  deficiencies,  and  he  had  thought 
proper  lo  give  it  his  support  in  the  anticipation 
and  hope  that  the  Senate  would  amend  it,  and 
send  it  hack  in  a  state  more  unexceptionable,  and 
in  a  form  in  which  it  could  receive  his  hearty  ap- 
probation. That  retrenchment  was  necessary, 
would  be  denied  by  few.  One  gentleman  had, 
however,  with  some  apparent  triumph,  referred 
lo  the  slate  of  the  Army  in  1838,  and  its  increase 
at  that  period  from  eight  thousand  lo  twelve  thou- 
sand men;  and  not  only  to  an  increase  of  men, 
but  to  an  increase  of  pay  to  the  amount  now  paid 
by  law.  This  had  been  done,  it  was  said,  pre- 
paratory to  a  presidential  election;  but  he  could 
attribute  it  more  properly,  he  thought,  to  other 
cau.ses.  The  increase  had  taken  place  two  years 
before  the  last  presidential  contest,  and  when 
property  of  every  kind  was  of  three  times  its 
present  value;  wages  were  higher,  both  to  tho 
laborer  and  the  mechanic;  and  it  was  a  more 
reasonable  conclusion  that  this  increase  of  pay 
was  made  lo  suit  the  times.  What  had  occa- 
sioned that  state  of  things — whether  it  was  an 
inflation  of  the  currency,  or  what  other  cause — 
he  would  not  stay  to  inquire;  but  the  fact  was  as 
he  had  staled  it,  and  land,  and  every  other  spe- 
cies of  property,  were  at  three  limes  their  present 
value.  The  increase  of  the  Army  might  be  at- 
tribuUiblc  to  the  existence  of  the  war  in  Florida — 
which,  though  it  had  continued  some  six  or  seven 
years,  our  most  experienced  generals  had  failed 
10  bring  to  a  close;  and  hence. an  increase  of  the 
Army  became  necessary. 

Some  explanations  here  ensued,  in  which  Mr. 
WHITE  and  Mr.  HARALSON  took  part. 

Mr.  HARALSON  then  continued;  and,  in  re- 
lation to  the  reduction  of  the  Anny  in  184i2,  he 
reminded  the  House  that  it  had  been  shown,  by 
a  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  McDowell,]  that 
it  was  the  work  of  the  Democratic,  and  not  of  the 
Whig  portion  of  this  House;  for  twelve  Whigs 
only  voted  for  it,  and  about  eighty  Democrats. 
He  next  spoke  of  the  opinions  ofthe  Commander- 
in-Chief  as  favorable  to  the  reduction  of  the  pay 
ofthe  Army,  his  own  included. 

Some  conversation  here  ensued  on  this  point,  in 
which  Messrs.  McKAY,  BARNARD,  COLES, 
and  others,  took  part. 

Mr.  HARALSON  continued  to  speak  in  favor 
ofthe  measure  until  he  was  apprised  by  the  Chair- 
man that  the  time  had  arrivedfor  the  termination 
of  ilebate. 

Mr.  MORSE  then  withdrew  his  amendment; 
and  the  question  recurred  on  the  pending  amend- 
ment ofthe  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr. 
McKay,]  offered  a  few  days  since,  and  published 
at  the  time. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  McKAY  moved  to  strike  out  from  the 
eighth  to  the  twentieth  line  of  the  bill,  inclusive; 
wniih  was  agreed  to,  as  was  also  another  amend- 
ment of  not  very  great  importance. 

Mr.  SLIDELL  proposed  an  amendment  for 
surveys  in  reference  to  the  mililary  defenses  of 
the  frontiers,  inland  and  Atlantic,  $10,000;  and 
for  military  and  geographical  surveys  west  of  the 
Mississippi  river,  $^,000. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  McCONNELL,  in  obedience  to  instruc- 
tions from  the  Military  Committee,  moved  to 
amend  by  in.sertiiig  a  provision  appropriating 
$10,000  for  barracks  in  Florido. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 
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The  following  amendment  was  offered: 

For  nirnblilng  luiukle  booka  for  ttie  um  oftbe  soldiers, 
«1,000.  .      . 

The  aroendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  BOYD,  in  obedience,  be  said,  to  instruc- 
tions from  the  Committee  on  Military  Aflfaira, 
proposed  the  following  amendment  in  relation  to 
the  military  post  at  Newport,  Kentucky: 

JItid  he  it  further  etuttted.  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be. 
and  he  is  hereby,  auUmrlzed  lo  purchase,  for  the  ub«  and 
Iq  lite  name  of  Uie  United  Stntes,  ra  much  ground,  nut  ex- 
ceeding two  acres,  at  and  adjoiniug  ttie  barracks  at  New- 
port, ill  the  State  of  Kentucky,  as  he  may  deem  necessary 
for  the  couvealeneo  aAd  safely  of  Uie  said  post. 

^lU  be  it  fmthn  tmaeled.  That  the  sum  of  «1S,500  be 
appropriated  for  the  purchase  of  said  grfiund,  and  for  ihc 
Oinlier  purpose  of  repairing  the  present  buildings,  and  erect- 
ing any  others  tiwt  may  be  necessary  at  said  ^lost :  Pro- 
tiied,  That  the  sum  appropriated  for  the  purchase  of  the 
addliionai  ground  stiajl  not  exceed  the  sura  uf  ^t,S30  tor 
the  wliolo  of  tile  two  acres  propoiied  to  be  purchased ;  and 
if  the  title  cajinol  be  obtained  fur  nliof  said  ground,  Uien  lie 
may  purchase  lots  number  4, 5, 6,  H,  and  33,  at  a  sum  not 
exceeding  94,iXI0. 

On  the  question  of  the  adoption  of  this  amend- 
ment tellers  were  appointed',  who,  having  counted 
the  voles,  reported — 71  in  the  affirmative,  and  47 
in  the  negative. 

So  the  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  CROSS  proposed  the  following  amend- 
ment; which  was  rejected: 

Amend  by  adding  at  the  end  of  the  Mil : 

For  completing  Inrracks,  quarters,  tic,  at  Fort  Towson, 
west  of  Arkansas,  $3,000.  * 

For  coiupleilDg  barracks,  quarters,  kc,  at  Fon  Smith, 
Arkansas,  »30,UU). 

For  continuing  the  building  and  repairing  of  barracks, 
quarters.  &c.,  at  Fort  Gibson,  in  ajditlon  to  the  appropri- 
uUon  of  last  year,  •11,300. 

For  completing  barracks,  qnatten,  Itc,  at  Fort  Jesop, 
Louisiana,  $4,000. 

8sc.  3.  ■Ani  U  U  fmtker  eiwrlei.  That  .839,416  of  the 
aoiuunt  hcretotbre  appropriated  by  the  acts  of  I4ih  May, 
1836,  and  3d  of  March,  I  ti39,  for  lnrL«,  barracks,  &c.,oii  tl)« 
Arkansas  and  western  frontier,  and  iraiislerrcd  to  the  ^ur- 
plus  fund,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereliy,  reappnjpriatcd,  to 
close  ouutanding  accounts  for  expenses  already  incurred 
liir  the  erection  of  barracks,  &c.,  at  Fort  Hiuith. 

Mr.  H.\IIALS0N  proposed  an  appropriation 
of  $1,000  for  the  purchuap  of  the  islniid  for  the 
purpose  of  fortification  at  llic  moulh  of  the  Sa- 
vannoli  river. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  HALE  proposed  to  amend  by  inserting: 

ProrUed,  That  th«  hrndquaners  of  the  Army  shall  not 
be  within  the  Uistrict  uf  Columbia. 

Tlie  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  PATTERSON  proposed  an  appropriation 
of  |15,00O  to  commence  the  erection  of  a  fort  at 
the  harbor  of  New  York. 

Tlie  omeudmrnt  was  rejected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DROMGOOLE,  the  com- 
mittee then  rose  and  reported  the  bill  and  the 
Bmendinenis  which  bud  been  agreed  to  by  the 
committee. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded;  and  the 
main  question  ordered  to  be  now  put. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  amend- 
ments reported  by  the  committee;  ujid  they  were 
agreed  lo. 

The  question  was  put  on  the  engroiwmentof  the 
bill,  uiid  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

The  bill  was  then  read  the  third  time,  and  puased ; 
and  the  House  adjourned. 

Tlie  following  poUtiona,  pcesenlcd  In^ay,  were  handed 
to  the  reporters  by  the  incinbers  pre..cntliis  Uieni : 

By  Mr.  CALDWELL:  The  petition  "I  Mrs.  Catharine 
Oale,  of  Lincoln  county,  Kentucky  i  wlllcli  wos  referred 
to  Uie  Committee  im  iteviilittionary  Claim-x. 

By  Mr.  PHCE.VIX  :  The  iieUtion  of  J.  D.  WyckoflT,  pray- 
ing to  bo  paid  for  articles  lunibdied  Uie  New  York  custom- 
house. 

By  Mr.  CAKY :  The  petition  of  William  Oromaghln,  for 
a  peusiou  i  which  wo*  referred  to  the  Cuuniitleeoa  Invalid 
Pi'Ditlons. 

Uy  Mr.  RELFG:  The  petition  oftbe  citizens  of .%.  Gen- 
evieve, Mii'suuri,  asking  Uim^xrcss  to  make  apiiropriatinns 
for  tin;  imprtivement  of  the  western  rivers ;  which  was  re- 
ferred til  the  Cowiniuee  of  tlie  4Vliole  on  tlie  slate  of  Uie 
linion. 

By  Mr.  HUGIIBd:  The  petition  of  James  C.  Noel  and 
twenty  elglil  others,  citiaensoftlic  riute  of  .Mis.«nuri,  ask- 
ing Congress  to  donate  ceruin  l.iiid^  to  Uiem,  the  money  to 
enter  wiiicli  tliey  deposlteii  witli  WiliiMii  Wright,  receiver 
of  the  land  olBce  at  Paimyrj,  .Mi.-wouri.  but  said  Willinm 
Wright  failed  lo  n^c  the  money  for  that  purpose,  and  ap- 
proiH-ialcd  it  lo  his  own  use;  and  filrtlicr  a»k,  if  lhi«  relief 
c:iiiiiol  tw  g.ven,  that  Congres.4  may  grtiit  tlieni  tlie  rtshl  of 
lirctiui[Hion  up<iii  any  wiappropriated  l.titds,  with  the  |iriv- 
lleje  of  paying  for  the  same  williin  Ave  )vars. 


By  Mr.  HARPEB  :  The  petition  of  John  Hammond  and 
twenty-four  other  citizens  of  Guernsey  county,  Ohio;  the 
peUlion  of  James  Knox  and  nineteen  others,  elUzena  of  said 
townslilp  and  county ;  the  petition  of  8amuel  A.  Fulton 
and  flfly-three  others.cltlzeus  of  Westland,  In  said  county ; 
and  the  petition  of  O.  D.  Stout  and  fifty-one  ntbers,  clli- 
zens  of  said  lownsblpand  county,  remonstrating  against  re- 
pealing or  disturbing  the  present  tarilT 

By  Mr.  MOKKIS,  of  Penosylvanla :  Tbe  neUtlon  of  Wil- 
liam Greaves  and  forty-six  others,  and  of  H.VVeUieiaid  and 
Ibirty-niue  others,  asking  for  a  reduction  of  tbe  duty-on 
sugar. 

Also,  the  petition  of  A.  Barrows  and  ntben,  against  the 
repeal  or  modiflcatloit  of  the  tarlfTof  1843,  a*  tending  to  the 
derangement  of  currency  and  tiie  conl^sloa  of  business. 

By  Mr.  HUNT,  of  New  York:  Th»  remonstrances  of 
one  hundred  and  dfty  twocitlzensof  Niagara  county.  New 
York,  and  of  Afty-sli  citizens  of  Allegany  county.  New 
York,  against  any  reduction  of  Uie  present  turllT. 

By  Mr.  FISH;  The  petition  of  Bnbert  Furlong,  for  a 
pension.   Also,  tlie  iieUtion  of  Susan  Bruin,  for  a  pension. 

Also,  tiio  inemoriai  of  underwriters  In  the  rity  of  New 
York,  In  relation  lo  the  fortlricaUonsof  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

By  Mr.  MclLVAINE:  The  remonstrance  of  John  D. 
Cheesinan  and  niuety-iiine  oUiers,  citizens  of  Chester  coun- 
ty, Fennnylvanla,  against  any  alteration  of  the  present  tariff, 
"which  has  more  than  realized  the  beslexpeciaUona  of  Its 
friends." 

By  .Mr.  WENTWOBTII :  The  rcmnnilronee  of  slity- 
elglit  citizens  of  Chicago,  against  the  admission  of  Texas 
Into  this  Union ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Alfitirs. 

By  Mr.  UIDI.ACK:  Tbeproeeedingsofamerlingofthe 
citizens  uf  Columbia  county,  Pennsylvania,  in  favor  of  tb* 
present  lariiTand  against  the  proposed  change. 


IN  SENATE. 
Tdesdat,  ^pril  16,  1844. 

Mr.  BATES  presented  a  remonstrance  of  sixty- 
four  citizens  of  BrookficldiMassachnsetta,  against 
the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United  States; 
which  was  referred  to  tlie  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations. 

Mr.  CHOATE  presented  a  memorial  from 
James  Richardson  and  others,  of  Dedham,  Mas- 
sachusetts, rcmonstraiiiig  against  the  passage  of 
an  international  copyright  law;  which  was  re- 
I  furred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  PHELPS  presented  a  memorial  from 
Charles  M.  Keller,  asking  that  the  Commissioner 
of  Patents  may  be  authorized  to  grant  him  apatent 
for  a  ctrliiin  invention,  which  that  officer  is  pro- 
hibited from  doing  whilst  he  (Keller)  isemployed 
in  tliat  office;  whictfwas  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee <in  Patents  and  the  Pntbiit  Office. 

Also,  a  memoriaf  from  two  hundred  and  five 
citizens  of  Pittsford,  Vermont,  and  one  from 
citizens  of  Troy,  Orleans  county,  Vermont,  pro- 
testing against  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the 
United  States;  which  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Rirlations. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  one  hundred  and  seven 
citizens  of  Pittalbr<l,  Vcrmiini,  against  tlie  pro- 
posed modification  of  tbe  tarilT.  Also,  n  memo- 
rial of  like  character  from  Willoughby,  Vermont; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  prcscnled  two  memorials  of 
ciiizens  of  the  country  of  Brown,  Ohio,  and  the 
proceedings  of  a  public  meeting  of  citizens  of 
Ripley,  same  county  and  State,  against  the  an- 
nexation of  Texas  to  the  United  Slates;  which 
were  ordered  lo  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  STURGEON  presented  five  several  memo- 
rials, numerously  sigpcd  by  citizensof  the  Stale 
of  Pennsylvania,  remonstrating  against  any  in- 
terference with  the  present  tariff;  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  BAVAUD  presented  n  memorial,  signed 
by  on^  hundred  and  fifty  highly  rca|><!Ct»ble  in- 
habiMnts  of  Seneca  county,  Ohio,  remonstrating 
against  any  change  in  the  existing  larilT  law. 
'  The  memorialists  rej>resent  tliattliat  law  has  pro- 
ducd  most  beneficial  effects  in  securing  them  a 
home  market,  and  thatgoods  have  been  purchased 
at  as  low  a  rate  as  they  have  ever  been;  which 
was  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  Finance. 

RKPORTS  FROM  COMUITTBES. 

Mr.JARNAGIN  reported  bark  wiihoutamend- 
ment,  and  with  a  recommendation  that  it  be  indef- 
initely postponed.  House  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Sally 
McCraw.  The  report  accompanying  was  orderetl 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  FOSTER,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Pierre  Menard, 
Josiah  T.  Belts,  Jacob  Feamun,  and  Edmund 
Roberts,  of  the  Stale  of  Illinois,  sureties  of  Felix 
St.  Vrain,  lale  Indian  ngent,  deceased;  which  was 
rend, and  ordered  Ion  second  reading..  The  report 
accompanying  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  HUNTINGTON, from  the  CoraraiUMon 
Commerce,  to  which  was  referred  House  bill  it 
establish  a  new  collection  district  in  ibeTerritorv 
of  Florida,  to  be  called  the  Suwannee  dlsitici, 
reported  tbe  same  back  without  amen<lai«nt,uil 
with  a  recommendation  that  it  be  indefinitely  poiu 
poned ;  accompanied  by  the  foUoving  reioluiion: 

Ra»hed,  That  the  Secretary  oftbe  Treasury  he  luuioM 
to  Institute  inquiries  as  to  tbe  trade  and  c<iaimeree,foiciB 
and  domestic,  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  between  the  put  of 
St.  Marks  and  Charlotte  bay,  and  especially  at  or  nn  in 
Cedar  Keys ;  and  ttiat  he  report  to,tlie  Seatie,  it  in  p«s 
•eselon,  the  fltcis  be  shall  obuin,  wiib  his  oplnlm  of  tta 
expediency  of  the  establish  mcut  of  a  new  rolleciloa  dkmeL 
wiib  a  port  of  entry  at  Cedar  Keys. 

SAO  AND  FOX  INDIANS. 
The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal  an  aetdimt- 
ing  the  survey  of  tbe  norlhcm  line  of  the  resem- 
tion  of  the  half  breeds  af  the  Sac  and  Foi  trilx 
of  Indiana  by  the  treaty  of  August,  16S4,"  im- 
proved March  4,  1843,  was  taken  up. 

After  a  few  remarks  by  Messrs.  ATCHISON 
and  HUNTINGTON,  in  explanaUon  and  in  np- 
port  of  its  provisions,  tbe  biU  was  read  die  tiM 
time,  and  passed. 

POSTAGE — FBAKKINO.  PRIVILEOB. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MERRICK,  the  PostOSct 

bill  was  taken  up  as  in  Committee  of  tbe  Whole. 

Mr'.  MERRICK  said  he  believed  the  auoiioii 

pending  was  on  the  amendment  propoieil  bjr  liie 

Senator  from  New  Hampshire,  [Mr.  WooDirat.] 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER  suted  that  Ok 

amendment  of  that  Senator  was  to  strike  out  ilie 

word  "  double,"  in  the  sixteenth  line  of  theint 

section,  and  to  insert  *'  fifty  per  cent.  moreUiu." 

[The  effect  of  this  amenauent  would  be  lo  mike 
the  postage  of  every  additional  tiuarter  of  u 
ounce  ot^r  the  half  ounce  chargeable  with  liagle 
postage;  half  as  much  more  as  tbe  single  pon- 
age.] 

Mr.  MERRICK  objected  to  the  aiuenilmciii, 
chiefly  on  the  ground  of  making  a  rcduciioo  «i 
the  rates  of  postage  proposed  by  the  bill.  TU 
miiiimum  rote  had  been  fixed  on  half  an  oun 
weight,  which  was  ascertained  to  be  quite  liti- 
lude  enough  for  any  ordinary  sheet  of  triiiin; 
paper.  It  had  also  been  ascertained  thai  ibii 
letter  paper  weighed  less  than  a  quarierofan 
ounce.  Double  postage  for  three  fourihi  of  m 
ounce  would,  therefore,  be  in  accordance  with  lit 
principle  of  obtaining  revenue  from  double  Uilen. 
He  trusted  theamendmcnt  would  not  be  adopted, 
as  it  would  be  9great  risk,  and  would  really uoid 
very  little  relief. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  wa»  surprised  at  Uie  Sen- 
ator's opposition  to  the  amendment,  which  bid 
fur  its  object  to  make  the  bill  conform  to  tht^i- 
cral  principle  upon  which  it  was  baaed,  that  of 
charging  |M>stagc  according  to  weight.  Thii  wu 
a  just  principle,  supported  by  tlie  analogin  of 
other  countries,  such  as  EngUnd,  FtancciM 
Prussia,  where  double  postage  was  charpiUi 
only  on- double  weighis.  His  wish  wu  lob.in 
the  bill  restored  to  the  correct  principle. 

Mr.  MERRICK  remarked  tlial  heretofore doi- 
ble  postog*  was  charged  upon  a  seciwd  slip  of 
paper;  the  present  proposition  would  be  a  great 
concession,  for  the  number  of  slips  or  ihe«i«"f 
paper  would  not  be  cfiarj;ed  as  before,  but  »oij 
the  weight.  Hisprincipnl  objection  to  iheameM- 
mcnt  was,  that  it  would  have  thceffcclof  cauiini 
a  considerable  reduction  in  thereceiptaofpon^ 
expected  by  the  bill. 

The  question  on  the  amendment  waiputbyuio 
Chair;  but  a  quorum  not  voting, 

Mr.  MERRICK  rose  and  made  a  minute «i- 
plnnation  of  tlie  proposition,  with  a  viewof  "■«• 
abling  the  Senate  to  vole  uiiderstaodingly  ou  dK 
qucHUon. 

Mr.  ALLEN  suggested  that  this  being  a  bi^ 
which  proposed  n  very  important  change  in  u» 
practice  of^  the  aoveriiraeiii,  it  appeared  to  h>" 
that  it  ought  not  to  be  taken  up  and  disciuw 
picccnieiU  duj-ing  the  morning  liour.  lt»o«« 
be  much  better  lo  put  it  on  the  general  ordci»,a»< 
let  it  obtain  the  consideration  of  a  whole  day. 

It  was  here  exphiincd  thai  such  was  Uw  po"- 
tion  which  the  bill  now  occupied. 

The  amendment  was  adopted — ayes  ll,  »<*• 

Mr.  WOODBURY  suggested  another  sniend- 
ment.  He  did  not  mean  to  press  it,  unless  k- 
ceptnhle  lo  the  clinirinan  of  the  Post  OlBc*  Com- 
mittee.    Under  the  bill,  as  it  stands,  the  le"" 
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disibineo  for  the  smallest  rate  of  postage  was  one 
hundred  miles.  He  ihoHjht  if  a  sliort  distance 
was  sulijectud  to  only  three  cejits,  say  for  ten  or 
fiflien  miles,  it  would  inerrase  the  revenue  Con- 
siderably, becoiise  it  would  cause  many  letters 
now  sent  by  hand  lo  be  sent  by  mail, 

Mr.  MliRRICK  agreed  that,  in  many  in- 
^ances,  the  number  of  letiers  would  probably  be 
increased",  yet,  on  the  whole,  the  loss  would  ex- 
ceed the  gain. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  said  that,  as  his  suggestion 
was  not  approved  of  by  the  chairman  of  the  Post 
Office  Committee,  he  would  not  press  it. 

Mr.  MERRlCK-mov.  d   to  amend  the  bill  in 
the  sixth  Section  by  striking  out,  **  be  puiiishi'd 
by  a  line  of  not  less  than  lifly  dollars,  and  with 
instant   dismis.sul    from    his   office,"  (re!alin°;  In 
false  indorsement  of  **  otScial  business"  on  franks 
made  by  deputy  postmasters,)  and  inserting  **  for- 
feit and  [lay  $31)0;"  and  also  to  make  a  corre- 
sponding alteration  at  the  end  of  the  section. 
The  amendment  was  adopted. 
He  also  moved  to  amend  the  bill  in  section  ten, 
line  twenty,  by  striking  out  the  end  of  the  section 
prescribing  the  mode  of  recovering  the  penalty 
of  ^100  for  carrying  mail   matter  outride  of  the 
nuiil,  (his  object  being  to  concentrate,  in  a  new 
sectiun,  all  provisions  reialmg  to  penalties.) 
The  amendment  was  adopted. 
He  also  moved  to  amend  section  eleven,  line 
seventeen,  by  striking  out  all  relating  to  the  mode 
of  recovering  the  fine  of  JlOU,  to  be  levied  on 
vehicles  or  vessels  (tarrying  mail  nnitter  other  than 
relating  to  cargo,  (on  the  same  ground  as  pre- 
ceding amendment.) 
The  nmcndment  was  adopted. 
He  next  moved  to  strikb  out,  in  same  section, 
from  iwenty-scTenlh  line,  (also  relating  to  the 
same  penalty.) 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 
He  next  moved  to  strikeout  of  section  thirteen 
the  conclusion,  (relating  in  like  uiaiuier  to  the 
mode  (if  prosecuting  private  exiiresses.) 
The  amendment  was  adopted. 

He  next  moved  to  strike  out  the  whole  of  the 
fourteenth  section,  relatuig  to  foreign,  vessels 
carrying  nmil  matter  from  one  port  of  the  United 
Slates  lo  another;  the  existing  law  being  sutiicient 
on  that  point. 

Tlie  amendment  was  adopted. 

He  next  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adiliiig  as 
an  additional  8i;ction: 

That  all  pecuniary  pennltles  and  forfelnires  Iricurrei! 
u.'lil'-r  tliift  net  :>liull  be  (fiiv  hull  tor  llif  iis4f  tt(  llie  per:«in  or 
pjrsfiiis  Irit'urnniiK  and  |>r(i>«ecuiiiig  I'or  tin:  >iune,  mid  tlie 
oilier  Imii  til  Ilii;  usfol  uie  IJiiited  .Seilei^,aiid  sliull  lie  )mid 
over  lo  the  PtMliiianter  Guneml,  and  iiceuniiteil  for  liy  hila 
adntlier  MioneyRnl'llie  l)i-partlnenT.  .AndaMenilieiOI'nctitin 
aririinn  under  ihl.s  net  uiay  lie  nued.aiid  all  nflenscn  u^iiist 
thisael  iiiuy  hi-  pronccuted,  lii-loie  tiie  jn^ncenol'liie  |>eace, 
magUtraic^,  or  ullier  Judieiul  courts  iil'  tlie  nevrral  rotates, 
aud  n('  tile  »evera]  Ti-rrjtorieii  ul*  the  trilled  Stnteii,  they 
having  comiKtent  jnrli^dieti'in  by  the  Inw.'i  ril'  nucli  i<tates 
and  TerrUiiru'n  in  the  n-iul  01'  ctaiuin  and  di'iniiiidit  or  a* 
great  vullii.,  and  ul'  llir  prosi- cuUoii.i  wher*;  the  puniishiueiild 
are  ol'  as  ttreut  exteiil;  mid  such  jiistieo:-',  uiagi:>traleii,  or 
Judiciary  shall  mke  eiiirnizaiice  nl' aiul  proceed  to  judgnivnt 
and  execution,  »s  in  other  onsen. 

Mr.  MERRICK  observed  that  the  Senate  would 
perceive  the  object  was  to  include  in  one  section 
all  relating  to  the  prosecution  and  recovery  of  pen- 
n/ties,  which  hud  been  stricken  out  of  the  preceding 
sections. 

Tlie  amendment  was  adopted. 

He  next  moved  10  amend  the  bill,  by  adding  the 
following  as  an  additional  section: 

That  it  nhnll  be  the  duty  ol*  the  Fostinanter  Oeneral,  in 
all  t'llture  lettiligi«  ol'  contruet^  lor  tlir  lran>>portJUiun  (it  the 
luaii,  tu  let  the  KUnie,  in  evi!ry  c:l.-e,  lo  the  Iih\i-h(  b.dder 
teiideriiie  untTicieiit  i*u;iruiitcrj  lOr  ralthrul  perlorniiinee, 
willioitt  inhtT  relerence  to  ihe  uiodeof  nueh  tranxportallon 
than  may  be  niwcfianry  in  [irovlde  lor  the  due  eelijrity,  eer- 
laiiity,  and  Hecurity  ut'nuch  trannporialion.  Nor  aliall  any 
new  contractor,  liercal'Icr,  be  reipilred  lo  pnrclni^e  out,  or 
take  at  a  valuation,  llie  !>luek  or  veliielt-K  of  any  iirevtoiM 
contractor  I'or  the  sutne  roun*.  And  aU  ndveniuenicnu* 
mad*?  under  the  ordiTn  ol'  itie  Iiontliin.sIer  t^eneral,  in  a 
ne«V3i|iaper  or  new.'ipapers,  of  teltern  uncalled  fur  In  any 
ptmt  otnce,  uliull  be  inserted  in  the  paper  or  papers  of  the 
luwii  or  (ituee  where  tile  olfiec  advcrtinitie  niuy  be  Kiluated 
havi  lis  the  largi-tU  cireiilHilon,  provided  the  editor  or  edi- 
tors of  i4Ueh  paper  or  papism  uliall  a^n^e  to  (iiHert  the  iiaaiti 
for  M  price  not  i^rt-ater  than  now  fixed  by  law  ;  and  in  ease 
or'  qucfitloii  or  dispute  as  to  the  aiuouill  of  the  eireulallon 
of  any  papers,  the  ediiom  of  whh'h  may  desire  ihls  atlver- 
tisliif;.  It  shall  be  the  duly  of  lie'  l*osiinn8ter General  to  re- 
ceive evidence,  and  decide  upon  the  tact. 

lie  Staled  that  the  obj(<ct  was  Ui  jmi  nn  end  to 


the  proctise  of  paying  exorbitantly  for  the  trans- 
portation of  the  mail  for  the  sake  of  putting  stages  j 
on  many  routes  where  the  rate  of  travel  does  not 
warrant  the  expense  of  keeping  up  stages.     He  | 
understood  that  between  two  and   three  hundred  | 
thousand  dollars  annually  was  paid  away  in  this  ' 
manner,  which  could  be  saved  lo  the  Deparlnient  i 
if  authorized  to  send  the  mail   in   some  cheaper 
way  than  by  stages,  which  arc  not  able   to  sup-  ] 
port  themselves  by  the  fare  of  travelers.    Another  j 
object  was,  to  change  the  system  of  advertising  1 
by  which  a  condition  is  mauc  that  the  successful  j 
bidder  shall  take  the  stock  of  the  previous  con-  j 
tractor.     This  is  found  to  operate  so  as  to  give  a 
monopoly  to  the  old  contractor,  because   no  one  \ 
feels  (lisposi'd  to  take  an  old  stock  at  a  price  to  be  | 
fixed  either  by  agreement  or  by  the  Department, 
It  wasexpected  that  the  alteration  proposed  woiifd 
operate  best  for  the  interesLs  of  the  Department.  . 
Another  was,  to  regulate  the  mode  of  advertising  j 
letters.     According    to    the    present   practice,   it  I 
sometimes   happens  that  the  adverlisements  are 
made  in  newspapers  of  small  circulation,  the  coii- 
sei|uence  of  which  is,  that  the  end  proposed  is  not 
altuined,  Thi'  provision  now  offered  would  secure 
the  insertion  of  such  advertisements  in  newspa- 
pers of  the  largest  circulation   in  the  vicinity  of 
the  post  offices. 

The  ninendment  was  adopted. 

He  next  moved  to  amend  the  nineteenth  sec- 
tion, in  the  fifth  line,  in  relation  to  newspapers, 
by  striking  out"  week  "and  inserting  "  month." 
1  he  object  was  lo  include  a  very  valuable  class 
of  public  journals  published  at  longer  intervals 
than  one  week,  and  to  place  them  on  the  same 
fooling  as  other  newspapers. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  BRUEISE  proposed  offering  a  few  amend- 
ments to  this  bill.  The  first  wa^,  at  the  end  of 
the  sixth  section,  to  insert  a  tiroviso  by  which 
deputy  postinnsters  whose  chief  coinpeiisulion  for 
the  trouble  of  keeping  post  offices  was  the  frank- 
ing privilege,  might,  in  consideration  of  contin- 
uing and  exercising  that  privilege,  relin(|uish  any 
claim  to  pecuniary  reward.  Mr.  B.  explained  the 
necessity  of  having  some  such  provision,  to  avoid 
the  breaking  up  of  small  post  office  establish- 
ments, of  great  convenience  to  the  country,  but 
not  productive  of  revenue  enough  to  the  Depart- 
me'it  to  justify  the  pay  of  adequate  salaries. 

Mr.  MERRICK  hoped  the  ninendment  would 
not  be  tidopted;  because  the  franking  privilege 
was  the  chief  thing  cried  out  against  by  the  whole 
country.  It  was  a  thing  which  appi^ared  to  be  so 
odious  to  the  people,  that  all  the  petitions  which 
had  come  to  tjongress  exclnimetf  most  particu- 
larly a<;aiiist  it.  The  best  ond  fairest  way  would 
be  to  compensate,  in  money,  postmasters  whose 
services  are  considered  indispensable;  but  they 
should  not  be  allowed  the  frnnking  privilege. 

The  amendment  was  rejectetJ. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  observed  that,  some  days  ago, 
when  the  bill  was  under  discussion,  he  had  sent 
to  the  Chair  an  amendment,  which  he  would  now 
call  up.  He  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking 
out  the  eighth  section,  and  inserting,  as  a  subsli- 
tute,  the  following: 

Sec.  6.  The  President  and  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  and 
tlie  Hp«;aker  and  (;ii-rk  of  the  Housfe  of  ItepreiieiilatlveD, 
may  receive  throuijli  tlie  mall,  free  of  |K>stage,  during  any 
senslonof  Congreus,  any  |ielitl(ins.  ineinorial^,  or  other  doc- 
uments, written  or  printed,  addtessed  to  Congress,  or  to 
either  HiMise  lliercol,  or  rclatinK  to  the  busia'*.ss  of  (Jnn- 
grens,  or  of  either  Mouse  thereof,  or  of  any  coinniiltee  ol 
either  H(iuse,of  Congress,  and  directed  to  be  laid  liefore 
Oongress,  or  before  cither  House  thereof,  or  la-fore  any 
comniittec  of  either  House, 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said  it  would  be  seen  thai  the 
eighth  section  was  that  which  regulated  the  frank- 
ing privilege  of  members  of  Congress,  upon  the 
one  side,  whTch  gave  them  the  right  to  receive 
communications  free  of  postage;  and,  instead  of 
moving  to  strike  out  all  tliai,  he  had  preferred  to 
retain  such  a  provision  as  would  enable  the  con- 
stituents of  members  to  send  petitions  and  com- 
munications relating  lo  the  business  of  Congress 
and  its  committees,  lo  the  Presiding  Officer,  or 
Clerk  of  either  House,  instead  of  sending  them 
directly  to  the  members.  He  was  not  tenacious 
of  having  the  amendment  in  that  precise  form. 
His  object  was  to  make  the  proposition, and  take 
the  sense  of  the  Senate  upon  it. 

Mr,  FCSTER asked  if  theamendmontpropoSed 
to  take  away  from  members  of  Congress  the  frank- 
ing privilege.' 


Mr.  WRIGHT  answered  that  it  did. 

Mr.  FOSTER  observed  that  he  was  opposed 
to  the  amendment.  He  explained  his  reasons. 
The  franking  privilege  was  of  more  consequence 
to  the  people  than  to  members  of  Congress.  He 
believed  the  benefits  resulting  from  it  to  the  pub- 
lic at  large,  were  inestimable.  By  means  of  it, 
general  intelligence  of  the  utmost  consequence 
was  diffused  through  the  constituency  of  Con- 
gress. He  believed  it  generally  happened  that 
members  of  Congress  sought  out  such  of  their 
constituents  for  sending  speeches  and  documents 
to  as  were  in  remote  places,  and,  in  a  great  meas- 
ure, shut  out  from  newspaper  intelligence.  In 
view  of  the  franking  privilege  being  a  privilege  of 
the  greatest  importance  to  the  people,  he  should 
oppose  every  pifitiosition  to  ubolisli  it. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  did  not  design  to  protract  the 
discussion,  at  present,  upon  any  i)ortion  of  this 
bill.  The  leinaiksof  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Tennessee  [Mr,  Foster]  referred, as'he  [Mr.  F,] 
would  see  by  looking  to  it,  principally  to  the  next 
section  of  the  bill,  lledid  not  complain  thatlhcy 
were  not  pertinent,  for  they  would  be  so  very 
soon,  if  they  were  not  now;  as  he  designed  very 
soon  proposing  to  strike  the  ninth  section  out; 
yet  the  motion  which  he  now  made  acted  clearly 
upon  the  matter  which  came  to  members  of  Con- 
gress from  iheir  coiistittients,  and  not  upon  that 
which  was  sent  to  them.  He  had  omitted,  and 
shinild  omit,  any  remarks  upon  the  other  side  of 
the  question,  until  the  ninth  section  should  come 
under  considurniion,  because,  by  separating  the 
two  sides,  this  privilege  could  be  considered  quito 
as  clearly.  For  himself,  leaving  open  the  privi- 
lege of  sending  such  matter  as  related  to  public 
business  and  duties  free  of  postage,  he  did  not 
think  that  their  constituents  had  a  very  deep  in- 
terest in  sending  much  to  either  body  that  was  not 
free  of  [lostage.  Those  who  wrote  to  him,  or  who 
would  write  lo  him,  knowing  that  he  would  have 
to  pay  postage,  would  very  naturally  limit  their 
correspondence,  and  thus  relieve  him  from  many 
letters  and  communications  which  he  was  in  the 
habit  of  rt'ceiving  every  day. 

The  .Senator  said,  however,  that  this  franking 
privilege  to  members  of  Congress  was  nota  priv- 
ilege to  them — and  in  lliot  remark  he  concurred 
most  fully — but  was  a  privilege  extended  by  them 
lo  the  people.  It  might  be  so;  hut  he  thought 
mi'inbers  of  Congress  should  not  force  a  privilege 
of  this  sort  upon  them  against  their  will;  and,  so 
far  as  he  knew,  this  action  of  Congress  waS  snp- 
po.wd  to  be  in  obedience  lo  the  strong  cicpression 
of  public  opinion  a;;aiiist  Ihe  existing  Post  Office 
regulations.  Within  his  own  observation,  that 
public  opinion  had  expressed  itself  so  clearly  and 


unennivocnily  upon  no  olln  r  point  as  against  the 
franking  privilege,  and  not  that  privilege  in  the 
hands  of  postmasters  any  more  than  in  the  hands 


of  members  of  Congress.  He  understood  from 
the  honorable  chnirmnn  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Road.",  [Mr.  Meriiick,]  in 
the  remarks  made  by  that  Senator  a  few  moments 
ago,  that  they  had  not  a  memorial  before  the 
committee  which  did  not  make  one  of  its  burdens 
the  abolition  or  material  curlnilment  of  this  priv- 
ilege. If,  thenfiire,  that  was  the  public  opinion 
and  the  will  of  the  (leople,  who.se  privilege  this 
was,  he  hoped  his  friend  from  Tennessee  would 
go  with  his  motion. 

Mr.  FOSTER  wished  to  know  whether  there 
was  a  very  large  number  of  memorials  calling  for 
the  abolition  of  the  franking  privilege;  and  if  there 
was,  from  what  aectionaof  the  country  they  come. 
He  apprehended  it  would  be  found  that  they  came 
from  the  large  commercial  cities,  and  not  from 
the  mass  of  the  people  in  the  cimntry.  He  argued 
at  considerable  length  in  favor  of  retaining  the 
franking  privilege,  as  a  valuable  means  of  dissem- 
inating imporumt  congressional  information  lo 
the  people. 

Mr.  M  ERRICK  said  that,  when  ho  last  summed 
up  the  memorialists  against  the  franking  privi- 
lege, they  aniounied  lo  about  ten  thousanil;  since 
which  five  thousand  might  be  added.  There  were 
also  resolutions  from  eight  of  the  State  Legisla- 
tures calling  for  its  obolition.  With  regard  to 
the  pending  motion,  he  had  only  to  say,  llint  his 
friend  from  New  York  [Mr.  W'^right]  proposed 
to  go  much  further  in  regard  to  the  abolition  of 
the  franking  privilege  than  the  Post  Office  Com- 
mittee thought  necessary  or  desirable  at  the  pres- 
ent moment.     He  explained  th«  existing  law  as 
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to  the  establishment  of  new  post  offices  and  dis- 
continuancp  of  others.  He  then  reverted  to  the 
pending  nimridment,  which  he  read.  It  would 
oe  seen  that  the  committee  did  not  approve  of 
going  so  far.  It  might  do  very  well  if  it  was  de- 
sirable to  confine  the  communication  between 
members  of  Congress  and  their  constituents  to 
mere  matter  of  actual  legislation.  But  there  were 
many  subjects  indirectly  bearing  upon  legislation, 
which  never  came  to  be  operated  upon,  and  yet. 
it  was  highly  necessary  that,  even  in  regard  to 
absolute  subjects  of  legislation,  these  indirect 
communications  should  be  permitted.  He  cited 
the  fact  of  the  innumerable  communications  ad- 
dressed to  himself  as  chairman  of  the  Post  Office 
Committee,  which  afforded  him  greatand  import- 
ant information,  though  not  one  of  them  sepa- 
rately could  hv  made  a  subject  of  direct  legisla- 
tion. 

Mr.  FOSTER  admitted  the  respectability  of 
the  authorities  cited  by  the  chairman  of  the  Post 
Office  Committee,  as  remonstrating  against  the 
frankii^  privilege;  yet  they  were  only  compara- 
tive. Eight  States  out  of  twenty-six  were,  to  be 
sure,  one  third;  and  ten  or  fifteen  thousand  citi- 
zens of  the  United  Slates  were,  doubtless,  a  re- 
spectable body;  but  they  form  a  very  small  por- 
tion of  the  seventeen  or  eighteen  millions  of  the 
people  of  the  country.  }}.«  felt  compelled  to  call 
for  a  division  of  the  question  on  the  motion  to 
strike  out  and  insert. 

After  a  few  explananions  between  Messrs. 
WRIGHT,  FOSTER,aiid  MERRICK  as  to  the 
effect  of  calling  for  a  division  of  the  question,  it 
was  suggested  that  the  object  the  Senator  from 
Tennessee  had  in  view  would  be  best  attained  by 
waiting  for  the  motion  to  strike  out  another  sec- 
tion of  the  bill  relating  to  the  franking  privilege. 

Mr.  FOSTER,  at  this  suggestion,  withdrew  his 
call  for  a  division  of  the  question. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  made  a  few  observation"*  in 
reply  to  the  Senator  from  Tennessee,  and  further 
urged  the  propriety  of  so  limiting  the  franking 
privilege  as  to  confine  it  literally  to  matters  of 
legislative  operation,  and  to  place  it  within  the 
control  of  the  presiding  officers  of  botli  Houses  of 
Congress. 

Mr.  ALLEN  inquired  whether  communica- 
tions, sent  through  the  President  or  Secretary  of 
the  Senate,  and  sealed,  would  have  to  be  opened 
and  examined  hy  the  Pnsident  or  Secretary? 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said  his  design  was  that  noth- 
ing should  be  sent  in  this  way  but  what  was  proper 
to  be  opened  and  examined  by  the  presiding  offi- 
cers. 

Mr.  ALLEN  suggested  thnt  it  would  be  a  very 
inconvenient  and  unpleasant  duty  to  impose  on 
the  presiding  officers,  inasmuch  as  they  would 
have  to  wude  through  much  that  was  private,  for 
the  sake  of  oscertaining  what  related  to  public  mat- 
ters. He  saw  no  reason  why  the  honor  of  a  Sen- 
ator should  not  l>e  intrusted  with  the  discrimina- 
tion between  what  was  addressed  to  him  asa  public 
matter  and  what  as  a  private  affair  of  his  own. 
He  should  be  intrustcil  with  (he  right  of  getting 
such  postage  as  related  to  public  business  cnarged 
to  the  public,  and  such  us  related  to  himself  toliis 
own  private  account. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  explained  that  the  Senator  from 
Ohio  misconceived  his  object.  It  was  not  to  au- 
thorize communications  to  be  addressed  person- 
ally to  Senators,  through  sealed  communications, 
indorsed  to  the  presiding  officers.  His  object  was 
to  authorize  only  communications  addressed  to 
the  body  luelf,  or  to  one  of  iw  committees,  to 
come  postage  free;  not  to  authorize,  by  any  covert 
mode,  personal  communications  to  Senators. 

Mr.  Woodbury  stated  that  he  conceived  the 
object  was  to  take  away  the  personal  franking 
privilege  of  members  of  Congress.- 

Mr.  WRIGHT  observed  that  such  was  bis  ob- 
ject. 

The  yeoa  and  nays  having  been  demanded, 
were  ordered;  and  the  question  being  taken,  re- 
sulted— yeas  5,  nays  35;  as  follows: 

TEAS— Mnsrs.  Alcbisou,  Ailierton,  Falriied,  Tappan, 
■nd  Wrljlit— 5. 

NAYS— MFutra.  Alleo,  Bagby,  Barrow,  Batea,  Bsyaid, 
Brecfle,  Choatn,  Clayton,  ColqaUl,  Crltteniien,  Bvoim,  Pos- 
ter, Francis,  Falton,  Hanneipin,'  UaywrMid,  Henderaon, 
Uuger,  Jarnafln,  McDuffie,  Manguin,  Merrick,  Miller, 
Morehead,  Pearec.  Phelps,  Porter,  :5emple,  Sevier,  Siin- 
niniis.  Sturgeon,  Uphain,  While,  Woodkridgc,  and  Wood- 
bury—35. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 


Mr.  6REESE  moved  to  amend  the  tliird  sec- 
tion, by  adding; 

That  every  deputy  postniRster  shall  ri^ttim  postage  on 
receiving  proof  that  an  overcharge  of  postage  was  made, 
whether  the  letter  be  o|iencd  In  the  post  office  or  not. 

Mr.  MERRICK  explained  the  existing  prac- 
tice, and  showed  that  tlic  proposed  rates  of  post- 
age bein^  by  weight,  no  such  case  could  arise  as 
supposed.  The  amendment  was  therefore  un- 
necessary. 

Mr.  BREESE  withdrew  his  amendment. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  moved  to  strike  out  the  ninth 
section,  which  relates  to  the  substitute  of  a  cer- 
tain number  of  free  stamps  to  each  member  of 
Congress  in  lieu  of  the  privilege  of  stamping  his 
own  letters.  He  shoula  very  much  have  liked  to 
have  been  able  to  r^irry  both  of  his  amendments, 
but  so  large  a  majority  differed  from  him  on  the 
first,  that  he  apprehended  even  the  second,  though 
the  in<>!<l  important,  would  not  be  acceptable.  It 
related  to  the  substitute  proposed  for  franking  the 
vast  amount  of  free  matter  now  transmitted  by 
the  mail. 

He  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  and  Ihcy  were 
ordered. 

Mr.  SEVIER  inquired  whether,  if  this' section 
was  stricken  out,  tlie  franking  privilege  would 
remain. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said  not  at  all. 

Mr.  SEVIER  made  a  few  observations  as  to 
the  weight  of  mail  matter  carried  at  present  by  the 
mail,  and  showed  that,  besides  the  mail,  passen- 
gers had  always  been  carried  by  the  stages,  which 
showed  that  the  weight  never  was  so  excessive  as 
supposed. 

Mr.  MERRICK  observed  that  the  section  pro- 

Eosed  to  be  stricken  out  was  that  portion  of  the 
ill  which  preserved,  in  a  modified  form,  the  frank- 
ing privilege  of  members  of  Congress.  By  a  pre- 
ceding section,  the  franking  privilege,  as  it  now 
exists,  was  abolished;  and  those  two  sections,  the 
eighth  and  ninth,  were  then  inserted  by  the  com- 
mittee, for  the  purpose  of  restoring,  in  a  modified 
form,  so  much  of  the  franking  privilege  as  would 
be  sufficient  to  cover  (he  public  business,  which 
members  of  Congress  should  be  charged  with. 
And  it  was  thought  by  the  committee  that  the 
mode  now  proposed  in  the  bill  was  the  least  ex- 
ceptionable that  could  be  adopted.  [To  show 
the  extent  of  tlie  revenue  to  be  saved,  lie  read 
from  the  committee's  report  the  passaeea  which 
were  quoted  on  the  first  discussion  of  the  bill, 
and  which  it  is  not  deemed  necessary  *here  to 
republish.] 

By  this  report  it  appeared  that,  lost  year,  mail 
matter  which,  if  chaiged,  would  amount  to 
|367,000,  went  free  under  the  whole  of  the  frank- 
ing privilege,  and  only  to  the  amount  of  |3I,000 
franked  by  members  of  Congress.  The  great 
object  was  to  make  the  extent  to  which  each  mem- 
ber of  Congress  could  use  the  franking  privilege 
certain  and  known.  It  could  not  go  beyond  fifty 
cents  a  day  for  each  member;  and  to  that  extent 
it  would  be  their  privilege  to  do  what  they  pleased 
with  it.  The  puulic  would,  however,  be  satisfied 
that  no  abuse  of  the  franking  privilege  could  go 
beyond  that  extent. 

Mr.  SEVIER  suggested  to  his  friend  from  New 
York  [Mr.  Wright]  to  first  move  to  strike  out 
the  fifth  section,  (that  repealing  the  franking  priv- 
ilege granted  by  the  act  of  3d  IMarch,  1835.) 

Mr.  WRIGHT  observed  that,  if  his  mouon  as 
to  the  ninth  section  first  was  tried,  and  failed,  the 
motion  to  strike  out  the  fifth  section  could  be  next 
tried;  and  if  successful,  the  ninth  section  would, 
of  course,  fall  to  the  ground. 

Mr.  MERRICK  said  such,  of  course,  would 
be  the  effect. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  took  it  for  granted  that  the 
ground  taken  in  relation  to  the  nccassity  of  abat- 
ing or  abolishing  the  franking  privilege  was,  that 
the  people  had  decided  that  members  of  Congress 
hod  abused  the  franking  privilege.  He  asked 
where  was  the  proof  of  all  this.'  Correct  inform- 
ation should  first  be  obtained  as  to  the  abuses,  if 
any  actually  do  exist,  and  then  legislation  should 
be  shaped  so  as  to  correct  these  abuses.  He 
should  vote  fur  striking  out  this  ninth  section,  for 
he  would  rather  not  have  the  franking  privilege 
at  all  than  to  have  it  in  the  form  proposed.  It 
would  be  the  ratification,  by  legislation,  of  a  sus- 
picion or  supposition  entertained  by  a  few  per- 
sons that  members  of  Congress  had  abused  a  priv- 
ilege attached  to  (he  dignity  of  their  station.  He 


objected  to  legislating  upon  the  assuroptioo  that 
they  were  not  fit  to  be  intrusted  with  the  privllen 
of  free  communication  with  their  constiiucnu. 

Mr.  MERRICK  replied,  the  bill  only  proposed 
to  pass  a  law,  leaving  the  proper  DeparUsent  ta 
carry  it  out.  Siicli  had  been  the  course  in  rela- 
tion to  all  Post  Office  laws  hitherto  adopted  by  the 
Government.  In  relation  to  the  franking  privi- 
lege, the  proposition  was  not  tliat  meoi^rs  of 
Congress  should  go  to  the  Postmaster  General 
and  ask  him  for  a  pass  to  write  a  letter.  It  «as 
making  a  command  that  a  subordinate  should  fur- 
nish, for  the  convenience  of  members  ofCongmi, 
such  facilities  as  were  required  for  their  corre- 
spondence. The  object  of  the  whole  bill  wu  to 
meet  public  opinion  by  such  a  reduction  of  post- 
age  as  would  insure  an  increase  of  the  source  of 
revenue  necessary  to  sustain  the  DepartmeuL  He 
read  from  the  Post  Office  Committee's  report  th« 
general  observations  in  relation  to  the  fiwikiof 
privilege. 

Mr.  PHELPS  was  desirous  of  bringing  the 
Senate  to  a  direct  vote  on  this  question.  His  de- 
sign in  rising  was  to  obiain  that  end.  The  tAh 
section  proposed  to  abolish  the  present  frankint 
privilege  altogether;  the  eighth  section  propoM 
to  restore  so  much  of  the  franking  privilege  ai 
relates  to  the  reception  of  coramunicalioos;  and 
the  ninth  section  relates  to  the  limitation  of  dw 
franking  privilege  in  transmitting  cummaniea. 
lions.  The  Senate  bad  already  refused,  on  the 
motion  of  the  Senotor  from  New  York,  to  strike 
out  the  eighth  section.  He  described  thediffa^ 
ence  between  the  propositions  of  the  bill  in  rela- 
tion to  the  franking  privilege  and  the  existing 
privilege.  He  moved  to  amend  the  amcmlDieBt 
proposed  by  the  Senator  from  New  York,b]riul>- 
stituling  an  amendment,  which,  viriualljr,  would 
be  a  restoration  of  the  privilege  to  the  fiill  eiKM 
it  was  now  enjoyed.  He  did  (his  merely  asa  le« 
to  obtain  the  sense  of  the  Senate  on  this  poiot. 

He  agreed  with  the  Senator  from  TenoeiKe, 
[Mr.  Foster,]  that  it  was  fndispensable  for  the 
perpetuity  of  our  institutions,  that  the  freestaad 
fullest  communication  should  exist  between  the 
people  and  the  Representatives;  and  that  the 
doio^  of  Congress  should  be  scattered  over  every 
portion  of  the  country.  The  franking  pritileje 
was  not  a  subject  of  grievance  to  the  mosaofike 
people.  He  was  for  retaining  it,  to  the  (iilleit 
extent,  as  an  important  privilege  of  the  people. 
Nothing  would  be  gained  by  suppressisc  thia 
privilege.  The  mass  of  documents  sent  oy  it 
would  not  be  sent  at  all  if  subject  to  postage;  » 
that  not  a  cent  more  revenue  would  be  gaiaed  by 
the  Department. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER  remarked  dial 
the  pending  motion  was  to  strike  out,  and  did  not 
admit  of  it  motion  to  (unend. 

Mr.  PHELPS  withdrew  bis  motion  for  Um 
present. 

Mr.  FOSTER  understood,  from  the  vole  al- 
ready taken,  that  a  large  majority  of  the  Senate 
was  opposed  to  the  abolition  of  the  franking  prir- 
ilege;  but  it  was  not  thence  to  be  supposed  dial 
some  modification  was  not  necessary;  it  might 
be  desirable  to  abate  abuses  which  actually  do 
exist. 

Lookiqg  to  the  great  extent  of  the  franUiig 
privilege  enjoyed  by  the  heads  and  subordinates 
of  Departments — who,  havinj;  large  Bataries.an 
sufficiently  compensated  for  their  services  with- 
out the  privilege  of  sending  or  receiving  leiien, 
on  their  private  business,  free  of  postage — he  be- 
lieved considerable  modification  was  called  for.. 
He  should  therefore  move  to  amend  the  tfth 
section,  by  inserting  a  proviso  remodeling  the 
existing  privilege.  It  would  be  seen  that  this 
brought  up  <he  queslion  how  fiir  Congreis  war 
willing  to  go  in  the  reform  of  abuses  known  u 
exist.  He  supposed  a  majority  of  the  Senate  waj 
quite  willing  to  go  thus  far;  whether  they  wow 
go  for  the  bill  itself,  was  n  matter  yet  to  be  de- 
cided. For  his  own  part,  he  was  not  prepaied  u 
give  it  his  vote. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  asked  what  thependiiis 
question  was? 

Mr.  MERRICK  expUined  thatil  wasosatrik- 

ing  out  the  ninth  section. ' 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  said,  then  the  qoesuos 
was,  whether  this  matter  of  substituting  an  allow 
ance  of  free  covers  for  the  present  franking  j'"'- 
ilege  enjoyed  by  members  pf  Congress  skould  » 
adopted  or  not.    Looking  to  the  sentimeoia « 
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his  own  Slate  Legislature  on  this  subject,  nnd  to 
the  fact  thnt  the  Post  Office  CommitlRe  hud  given 
tiie  most  anxious  consideration  to  the  questions 
of  reform  submitted  to  it,  he  was  willing  to  try 
the  experiment  proposed.  It  would  have  oneaU- 
•vaniage — ihntol  freeing  the  Representatives  of  the 
people  from  the  siisfucion  of  abusing  the  franking 
privilege.  He  never  had  regarded  it  as  a  per- 
sonal privilege, but  as  one  publicly  advantageous, 
and  principally  to  the  people  themselves.  He 
was  almost  willing  to  go  with  the  Senator  from 
New  York  in  doing  away  with  the  personal  priv- 
ilege altogether;  yet  he  hesitated  at  going  so  far 
at  present,  and  thought  it  the  safest  way  to  ac- 
quiesce in  the  experiment  proposed  by  tl'ie  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  HUGER  calculated  that,  as  the  numberof 
stamps  proposed  to  the  members  of  Congress  was 
eslimaU'd  to  amount  to  fifty  cents  per  day  for 
each  member,  this,  for  three  hundred  and  8i.Yty- 
five  days,  would  come  to  $180  a  year  for  each 
iqembcr,  nnd  multiply  that  amount  by  the  whole 
number  of  members,  the  value  of  the  privilege 
altogether  would  he  over  $46,060. 

Afr.  MEIIRICIC  observed  that  the  estimate  of 
the  conimiitee  was,  that  the  letter  correspondence 
of  members  of  Congress  would  not  exceed 
$30, QUO.  But  the  bill  proposes  a  much  greater 
saving  than  that  on  letters,  by  taking  away  the 
vast  amount  of  other  mail  matter  franked  by 
members  of  Congress  at  present. 

Mr.  IIUtiER  asked  wliat  was  the  whole  ex- 
pense of  ihe  privilege  now  enjoyed  by  members 
of  Conijrressr 

Mr.  MERRICKexplained  that  there  was  great 
difficulty  in  ascertaining  the  whole  expense. 

Mr.  U.WWOOD  observed  that  lie  had  no  in- 
tention   of  otl'ending  the    chairman    of  the  Po.it 
Office  Committee  by  the  allusions  he  had  made  to 
Ihe  position  in  which  members  of  Congress  would 
be  placed  of  asking  passes  from  the  Postmaster 
General.     He  objected  to  any  mode  of  legislation 
in  relation  to  the  franking  pr'vilege  which  would 
linve  the  effect  of  sustaining  impressions  that  they 
abused  theirprivilcge.    As  to  the  proposed  reform- 
ation, ns  he  understood  it,  the  propusiiinn  was  to 
give  a  certain  privilege,  ejilculated  at  Jle';J  50  to 
each  member,  for  (ruiMii;i((in^,  nnd  of  course  ns 
much  more  (or  recrtrin^,  cominunicntions — mak- 
ifig,  together,  53()5  for  each.     It  would  be  giving 
a  privilege  amounting,  nil   things  considered,  to 
$100,000,  in   place   of  what  is  now  eslimntcd  at 
>31,000!     He   pointed  out   the    temptation   that 
would  be  given  by  the  proposed  arrangement  to 
charges  being  instituted  against  members  of  Con- 
gress of  turning  this   privilege  into  a  means  of 
profit.      He   was  not  lenacimis  of  retaining  the 
prc.ient  (uivilcge;  but  if  it  was  to  be  given  up,  he 
wi.ilied    It  to  be  doiM!  with   .s<mie  grace.     If  the 
privilege  is  abused,  let  the  law  be  taken  as  it  ex- 
ists, and    let  it  be  corneled.     He  urged  strong 
objections  against  legislating  on  so  important  a 
brnnch  of  the  public  service  in  the  absence  of  full 
information,  and  directly  contrary  to  the  known 
Bi'ntimcnts  of  the  head  of  the   Depnriment.     It 
WB^  at  least  due  to  the  station  of  the  Postmaster 
Gcncnil,  if  not  to  himself,  lo  call  for  his  opinion 
and  report  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  MERRICK  replied  that  the  criterion  of 
ihe  value  of  the  Iraiiking  privilege,  as  it  exists, 
was  inlceii  from  an  account  kept  in  October,  a  sea- 
son >\'hoii  Congress  was  not  in  session;  but  it  was 
probable,  if  the  account  had  been  taken  whenCon- 
prri.'Rs  WHS  in  full  session,  it  would  be  found  that 
fifty  or  sixty  lliou.iand  dollars  would  not  bi;  too 
much  to  estimate  Ihe  expense  of  the  present  letter 
pt.stage  correspondence.  He  also  made  some  fur- 
I  ;her  explannli(ni9,  relative  to  the  other  mail  inat- 
I  ter  now  franked  by  members. 

Mr.  McDUPFlEobaerved  that  the  Senate  was 
not  prep:\red,  in  the  absence  of  proper  informa- 
tion, niitl  in  tlietilisence  of  the  views  of  the  head 
ofthe  Department,  for  proceeding  with  this  bill. 
^Hk  nhould  therefore  move  its  indefinite  postpone- 
[ment. 

Mr.  MERRfCK  called  for  the  yeas  nnd  nays. 
Mr.  HUCHANAN  observed  that  the  motion 
fof  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  was,  in  his 
opinion,  premature.  He  wished  to  ascertain  how 
llie  frt'.tiking  privilege  could  be  regulated  before 
lie  was  prepared  to  vote  upon  the  bill.  If  it  was 
to  eonliniieas  it  had  been — n  source  of  abuse; 
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the  indefinite  postponement.  Atpresent,  he  could 
not  vole  for  the  Senator*s  motion. 

Mr.  McDUFPlE  withdrew  his  motion. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FOSTER,  the  Senate  then 
adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Ti'ESDAT,  .ipril  16,  1844. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

The  SPE.'VKfcR  announced  the  first  uusiness 
in  order  to  be  the  call  for  reports  from  committees. 

Mr.  CRANSTON  asked  and  obtained  leave 
to  present  a  protest  of  the  legislature  of  the  State 
of  Rhode  island  and  Providence  Plantations 
against  the  right  of  Congress,  or  of  either  House, 
to  inquire  into  the  question  whether  the  constitu- 
tion adopted  by  that  Slate  in  November,  1842,  is 
or  is  not  the  legal  constitution  of  that  Slate. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  moved  that  the  House  resume 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  providing  a  uniform 
time  for  holding  the  election  of  electors  for  Pres- 
ident and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States. 

The  SPEAKER  observed  that  the  motion  was 
not  in  order. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  said  he  thought  it  was  always 
in  order — the  bill  having  been  made*  the  special 
order  of  the  day  for  a  jiarticular  day  now  past. 

The  SPE.AKER  observed  thnt  it  had  been  made 
the  special  order  for  one  day  only;  and  that  day 
being  past,  the  bill  took  its  place  in  the  regular 
order  of  business  uiion  the  Speaker's  table. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  then  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rules  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  that  bill;  and 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered: 
nnd,  being  taken,  rcsulteti — yeas  71,  nays  68;  as 
follows: 

YEAS — MeRKn«.  AdaniK,  Ani(pr«oii,  Baker.  BeHer,  Bltl- 
Inck.  Jnines  Black.  Jaineit  A.  BInck,  Dhirkwellf^Bnyd, 
Unxllieud,  William  J.  Bniwii,  Butke,  Cnidwell.t-'an-.t'ni- 
liii,  Clinytiiaii,  tJulloiii,  tmiia,  Juliii  VV.  Dnviii,  tiruiii^uoit!, 
Uiincan,  Iniiilap,  Ellij*,  Elmer,  Farlee,  Ficklln.  Fri-nch, 
(jiddins-*.  Male,  llaiiiliii,  llerriek,  Huliard,  ilai'li)*!),  Muii- 
gerford,  Uiritrje  \V.  Jones,  Aiidri-w  Keniif  ily,  PrcRliin  Kins, 
i.al)ra»clie.  McCnnnell,  McDowell,  McKay,  Matliewrt, 
Murphy,  Norris,  tlwoii,  Payne,  I'euil,  Elislin  it.  I'nlti.r. 
Eiinry  I).  Pnitir,  Pratt.  Purdy,  llalhliun,  llidlni!.  Ultti  r, 
Roticns,  UobitiHxi,  Sltnitii!*,  Jctliii  T.lfmiiti,  Knticrt  Smith, 
rfpence,  Hieeiirnd,  Sti'l.-oii,  Stone,  Slroii2,'j'nyinr,'i'iieker, 
Weiler,  Weiilworth,  VVhcatnn,  VVoudward,  Ju^cph  A. 
VVriiilit,  aiifl  Vo.-it— ll. 

N.'\V".** — Me.-»HrrJ.,\!,lH'.  Hnrritig'T.  Barnard,  Benton,  Bren- 
Rle,  Jacob  Brilikerliotr,  Jereniinti  Brown.  Bnrt,  (  ansln, 
t'lincti.f^ollaiiier,  (;nnn4tnn,  Daniel,  t4arrett  Davis.  UiehnnI 
D.  Usvln,  Deherry,  Dcllel,  Dickey,  Fool,  Byram  Green, 
t.rlnnell,  Grider,  II;irnls4in,  llnrp'ir,  Houston,  IIiuImui, 
Washinglon  Ilunl,Joxrph  It.  lnc«T-oIl,  lr\-in,  Jrnks,  Cave 
Johnson,  Perlcy  B.  Jolini'oii,  Jtihn  P.  Keimcdy,  Daniel  P. 
King,  Lewi",  Met'Iemand,  :\lellvaiin*,  .Maryh,  Edward  J. 
Morris,  Newton,  Paruienti'r,  Patterson,  Pcvion,  PIiomiIx, 
Pre-ton  llamsey,  Uharle^i  M.  Ured.  David  S.  Iti'ld,  Koek 
well,  Rodn  v,  llogers,  :^anip]r,  Senter,  i<ev<;raiice,  David 
I,.  Seymour.  Albert  .Sinitll,  Thomas  Hmtib,  Stephens, 
l'liomasson,Thoinf)soM,'l'lbtiatts,  Vance. Vanmeter.VVctli- 
en-d,  White,  Williams,  Winlhrop,  and  William  Wiigtit 
— 6S. 

So  the  rules  were  not  suspended. 

ItllODE    ISr.AND    AFFAIRS. 

Mr.  BURKE  remarked  that  he  observed,  on 
examining  the  pjiper  presented  by  the  gentleman 
from  Rhode  Island,  [Mr.  Cranston,]  thatsnme- 
thing  had  been  added  to  the  resolutions  of  the 
Legislatureof  that  State;  some  matter  apparently 
cut  from  a  newspaper  had  been  .ittached.  He 
desired  lo  inquire  of  the  gentleman  from  Rhode 
Island  whether  this  paper  had  any  connection 
with  the  resolution,  and  whether  it  had  been  at- 
tached by  him? 

Mr.  CRANSTON  replied  that  the  gentleman 
might  himself  judge  as  to  the  connection  there 
was  between  them;  and  ns  for  the  fact  of  attnch- 
ing  the  paper 

Mr.  WHITE  interposed  lo  inquire  whether 
this  discussion  was  in  order. 

The  SPEAKER  observed  that  it  was  not,  ex- 
cept by  general  consent. 

Mr.  BURKE  said  he  considered  it  a  privileged 
question. 

Mr.  WELLERsaid  he  desired  to  make  a  privi- 
leged motion.  The  paper  had  been  laid  on  the 
table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed, and  the  question 
had  been  taken  without  deliate.  He  now  moved 
a  reconsideration  of  the  vote. 

Mr.  CAUSIN  inquired  whether  this  question 
was  debatable. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  the  motion  to  re- 
consider the  vote  by  which  the  printing  was 
ordered  would  be  debatable. 


Mr.  POTTER  rose  to  makesomtobaei^ation. 

Mr.  HUDSON  remarked  that  Ihe  "standing 
committees  "thatoccupled  the  body  of  the  Hou.se, 
prevented  anything  being  heard  where  he  sat. 
[LaughterJ 

The  SPEAKER  citlled  the  House  to  order. 

Mr.  POTTER  then  proceeded  to  make  some 
observations;  but  not  a  single  word  could  be 
heard  at  the  reporter's  desk.- 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  rose  to  say  that  he  had 
examined  the  protest  in  (luestion,  and  that  he  had 
been  more  than  surprised  to  find  that  the  protest 
was  accompanied  with  several  papers  which  had 
no  proper  or  legiiimalc  connection  with  it. 

The  protest,  as  he  understood  it,  contained  a 
denial  of  the  right  of  this  House  to  inquire  into 
the  late  proceed ingsjjf  a  portion — a  minority — of 
the  people  of  Rhode  Island  to  suppress  a  consti- 
tntioii  adopted  by  a  majority  of  the  people  of  that 
State;  for  this  was  the  true  question,  putting  out 
of  view  for  Ihe  present  Ihe  alleged  interference  of 
the  President  in  aid  of  that  object.  It  was  not  his 
purpose  lo  deny  the  authority  of  the  Legislature 
of. Rhode  Island  respectfully  to  invite  the  atten- 
tion of  this  House  to  the  question  of  jurisdiction 
involved. 

But  it  was  his  purpose  now  to  inquire  by  what 
authority  the  protest  had  been  accompanied  by 
certain  irrelevant  and  spurious  papers — one  cast- 
ing injurious  reflections  upon  this  House,  and 
another  criminating  a  portion  of  the  citizens  of 
Rhode  Island,  who  are  not  here  to  defend  them- 
selves? 

The  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  [Mr.  Cran- 
ston] had  presented  what  he  said  was  a  protest 
adopted  by  the  Legislature  of  his  Stale.  The 
House,  supposing  that  the  paper  was  in  fact  a  pro- 
test, nnd  nothing  more,  had  ordered  it  to  be  laid 
upon  the  tnhle,  and  to  be  printed.  But  he  had 
gone  to  the  Clerk's  table  and  examined  the  paper. 
He  found,  upon  such  examination,  that  there  were 
several  newspaper  scraps  attached  to  the  protest; 
one  of  which  purported  to  be  a  communication 
from  the  Governor  to  the  Legislature  of  Rhode 
Island,  which,  in  its  terms, grossly  reflected  upon 
this  House  nnd  its  action.  There  was  also  an- 
other newspaper  scrap  attached  to  the  protest, 
])urporiing  to  be  a  series  of  resolutions  condemna- 
tory of  the  conduct  of  certain  citizens  of  ihat  State. 
These  newspaper  scraps  had  been  just  attached 
to  ihi^  protest,  for  the  wafers  by  which  they  were 
attached  were  yet  wet:  at  lenst  so  he  thought  from 
a  carelul  inspection  of  Ihe  jinper.  These  papers 
were  no  part  of  the  protest;  they  were  attached 
here  without  the  nulnority  of  the  Legislature  of 
Rhode  Island. 

He  could  not  but  characterize  the  proceeding  as 
a  forgery  in  fact — an  interpolation  of  spurious  mat- 
ter in  the  authentic  acts  of  ihe  Legislature  of  a 
State.  He  would  not  charge  any  criminal  intent 
upon  any  gentleman,  yet  Ihe  interpolation  was  no 
less  n  forgery  in  fact.  He  believed  that  the  House 
had  been  induced  to  order  the  paper  to  be  printed 
under  a  misapprehension  of  what  they  were  doing. 
He  therefore  hoped  the  vote  taken  would  be  recon- 
sidered. 

Mr.  WHITE  inquired  how  the  Journal  stood. 

The  Clerk  explained. 

Mr.  WHITE  said  the  gentleman  from  Rhode 
Islnnd  had  submitted  a  distinct  proposition'to  lay 
on  the  table  a  specific  paper,  and  print  it,  and  it 
was  the  duty  of  the  Clerk  to  have  taken  down 
that  proposition;  nnd  if  the  Clerk  had  done  so, 
there  could  have  arisen  no  difficulty.  The  paper 
presenti^d  and  ordered  lo  be  printed  was  a  protest 
of  the  Legislature  of  Rhode  Island,  and  the 
Printirrs  to  this  House  would  have  no  right  to 
print  anything  else;  and  hence  there  was  no  ne- 
cessity for  ihese  charges  of  fraud  and  forgery  and 
imposition  oirihis  House. 

Mr.  BURKE  remarked  that  it  seemed  the  paper 
attached  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Legislature  of 
Rhode  Islnnd  had  no  business  there,  according  to 
the  admission  of  the  gentlemnn  from  Kentucky. 

Mr.  WHITE  remarked  thnt  he  only  said  the 
House  could  not  be  imposed  upon  if  the  officers 
of  the  House  did  their  duty.  With  what  motive 
the  other  paper  had  been  attached  to  the  protest 
of  the  Legislature  of  Rhode  l.sland,  it  did  not  be- 
come him  to  say.  All  he  desired  to  say  was,  that 
if  the  officers  of  the  House  did  their  fluty,  llicrc 
could  be  no  smuggling. 
Messrs.  McCLERNAND,  WHITE,  and  POT- 
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TER  made  «ome  conversational  obeervations, 
whi«h  were  wholly  inaudible  to  the  reporters. 

The  Clerk,  at  the  request  of  several  gentlemen, 
read  the  indorsement  of  the  paper  presented  by 
the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island,  [Mr.  Crak- 
sTOH,]  us  fivcn  above. 

Mr.  WHITE  observed  that  that  was  what  the 
House  had  ordered  to  be  printed;  and  though 
other  papers  accompanied  that  paper,  no  injury- 
could  oe  done  to  the  country. 

Mr.  PAYNE  said  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky had  broached  novel  doctrines  on  this  floor. 
He,  however,  did  not  admit  that  either  the  Clerk 
of  Uie  House  or  the  Printers  of  the  House  had  the 
power  to  judge  and  decide  what  should  and  what 
should  not  be  printed  by  the  House.  "It  appeared 
to  him  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Clerk  to  cause 
lo  be  printed,  and  of  the  Prtnters  to  print,  any 

Eaper  which  the  House  ordered' to  be  printed;  but 
ow  would  the  Printers  know  tliat  a  portion  of  a 
document  sent  to  them  had  not  been  ordered  to 
be  printed.'  A  paper  was  sent  to  the  Printers 
under  the  certificate  of  the  Clerk  of  the  House; 
and  there  surely  could  be  no  circumstances  under 
which  the  Printers  would  be  authorized  to  strike 
out  any  portion  of  such  document — not  even  a 
word  or  a  syllable  of  a  paper  adjudged  by  the 
House  to  be  printed.  The  doctrine  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  was  at  least  a  novel  one,  and 
if  it  were  carried  mto  practice  it  would  put  the 
whole  proceedings  of  the  House  under  the  control 
of  the  Clerk  and  the  Public  Printer. 

But  there  was  another  inquiry  to  be  made. 
What  was  the  motive  whicfi  induced  the  attach- 
ing of  that  paper  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Rhode  Island.'  What  was  the  motive? 
Was  it  done  without  motive .' 

Mr.  WHITE  said  the  gentleman  from  Rhoile 
Island  [Mr.  Crakston]  had  been  some  time  at- 
tempting to  get  the  floor,  that  he  might  exculpate 
himself  from  all  blame,  and  to  state  that  he  did 
not  attach  Uie  paper,  but  that  the  responsibility 
was  taken  by  his  colleague,  [Mr.  Potter.] 

Mr.  CAUSIN  inquired  what  the  question  was 
then  before  the  House. 

Mr.  BURKE  asked  the  gentleman  from  Rhode 
Island  [Mr.  Cranston]  if,  when  he  asked  that 
gentleman  how  that  paper  became  attached  to  the 
proceedings  of  the  Legislature  of  Rhode  Island, 
be  did  not  refuse  to  answer.' 

Mr.  CRANSTOI^  was  understood  to  say  that 
he  had  misunderstood  the  question  of  the  gentle- 
man from  New  Hampshire.  He  was  then  under- 
■tood  to  say,  (but  he  was  very  indistinctly  heard,} 
that  his  colleague  came  to  his  seat  when  he  rose 
to  present  those  proceedings  of  the  Legislature  of 
Rhode  Island  to  the  House,  and  said:  "twill 
attach  the  message  of  the  Governor  and  the  res- 
olutions to 'this  paper,  so  that  we  may  get  them 
all  printed  together."  [Cries  of"  Oh  l'*^"  Oh  !" 
"Oh!"]  Anxiously  desirous  to  discharge  his 
duty  by  the  presentation  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Legislature  of  Rhode  Island,  which  he  had  had  a 
fortnight  in  his  desk,  he  had  no  time  for  reflec- 
tion. The  paper  which  he  presented  he  had  in- 
dorsed as  the  Clerk  read  it  before  the  printed 
inatter  was  attached ;  and  if  he  had  had  a  moment 
for  re  flection, after  his  colleague  proposed  to  attach 
that  paper,  he  should  have  suggested  the  propri- 
ety o(  detaching  it,  for  he  would  not  have  pre- 
sented the  documents  together.  He  saw,  from 
ihe  question  put  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
Hampshire,  that  he  was  in  error. 

Mr.  BURKE  asked  the  gentleman  from  Rhode 
Island  if,  when  he  asked  expressly  whether  the 
gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  [Mr.  Cranston] 
attached  those  papers,  he  did  not  refuse  to  answer? 

Mr.  POTTER  explained;  but  he  speaks  uni- 
formly in  a  whisper,  and  is,  consequently,  inau- 
dible. It  was  understood  that  he  confirmed  the 
statement  of  his  colleague  in  relation  to  his  having 
stated  his  intention  to  attach  the  paper,  that  they 
might  be  printed  together. 

After  an  observation  from  Mr.  DICKINSON, 
to  which  Mr.  POTTER  replied, 

Mr.  DROMOOOLE  called  the  whole  Hotiaeto 
order.  [The  members  were  speaking  in  conver- 
sation in  the  body  of  the  Hall.] 

Mr.  POTTER  continvied;  but,  as  usual,  he  was 
wholly  inaudible. 

Mr.  WHITE  suggested  to  the  gentleman  from 
Rhode  Island  to  withdraw  the  paper  which  he  had 
attached. 


Mr.  POTTER,  of  Rhode  Island,  intimated  his 
desire  to  do  so. 

Mr.  CAUSIN  was  proceeding  to  address  the 
House,  when 

Mr.  PAYNE  said  he  had  the  floor. 

Mr.  CAUSIN  replied  that  tliat  was  the  p-'-nt 
to  be  decided.  He  had  the  floor  on  the  motion 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  proceedings  of  the  Legislatui  of 
Rhode  Island  were  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered 
to  be  printed,  and  he  only  yielded  to  gentlemen 
to  make  explanations;  but  ne  never  intended  to 
yield  his  right  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  PAYNE  said  he  had  had  the  floor  nd 
had  made  half  of  his  speech. 

Mr.  CAUSIN  said  the  gentleman  should  not 
have  had  the  floor,  without  some  right  to  it,  had 
he  not  supposed  that  the  gentleman  from  Ala- 
bama was  but  following  in  the  steps  of  others. 

After  some  further  conversation, 

Mr.  CAUSIN  yielded. 

Mr.PAYNEsaid  he  had  but  little  more  to  add. 
He  had  supposed,  however,  that  there  was  a  mo- 
tive for  attaching  that  printed  paper  to  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Legislature  of  Rhode  Island;  and 
it  now  turned  out,  as  he  anticipated,  that  it  was 
to  have  that.paper  printed — not  by  order  of  this 
House,  not  by  a  vote  of  this  House,  but  by  its 
being  attached  to  a  paper  the  printing  of  which 
the  House  had  ordered .  He  did  not  wish  to  apeak 
in  harsh  terms  of  the  course  which  had  been  pur- 
sued; but  he  would  say  that  it  was  highly  im- 
proper. It  was  a  course  which  ought  never  to 
liave  been  adopted,  and  a  course  which,  if  toler- 
ated by  this  House,  would  lead  to  extremes  which 
could  not  be  conceived. 

But,  now,  what  became  of  the  apology  of  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  White?]  He 
said  tlie  intention  had  not  been  to  have  that  paper 
printed.  If  he  did  not  use  that  expression,  such 
was  the  plain  and  palpable  inference  which  it  con- 
veyed. 

Mr.  WHITE  explained.  The  gentleman  from 
Alabama  had  misunderstood  him.  He  had  not 
said  that  tlie  intention  was  not  to  print.  He  had 
not  said  what  was  the  object;  but  he  said  if  the 
Clerk  did  his  duly ,  the  paper  would  not  be^printed. 

Mr.  Payne  said  he  had  submitted  his  re- 
marks about  the  Clerk  and  the  Printer,  and  he 
would  now  add,  that  it  was  very  obvious  there 
was  a  paper  there  which  ought  never  to  have  been 
there;  a  paper  which  the  House  had  not  ordered 
lo  be  printed,  and  which,  if  printed,  would  be 
done  by  a  fraud  on  this  House,  and  on  those  who 
were  beyond  the  bar  of  this  House.  These  were 
some  of  the  reasons  why  the  motion  should  be 
reconsidered,  and  the  printing  refused;  and  he 
hoped  ihn  motion  to  reconsider  would  prevail. 

Mr.  POTTER  withdrew  the  papers  which  he' 
bad  attached  to  the  resolutions  of  the  L>egislatur« 
of  Rhode  Island.  •    ,  . 

Mr.  CAUSIN  recapitulated  the  proceedings 
which  had  heretofore  taken  place  in  relation  to 
the  aflfairs  of  Rhode  Islan'l ,  and  then  proceeded 
to  discuss  the  merits  of  Uic  stibject  in  contro- 
versy. 

M  r.  BURKE  asked  if  it  was  in  order  lo  discuss 
the  merits  of  the  memorial  on  a  question  of  re- 
cunsiderution? 

Mr.  CAUSIN  said  the  merits  were  necessary 
to  show  that  this  memorial  should  be  printed. 

Mr.  BURKE  raised  a  question  of  order  on  the 
point  staled;  but,  after  some  conversation, 

Mr.  CAUSIN  reiterated  his  statement  of  the 
facts  of  the  case, and  then  proceeded:  The  very 
gist  of  all  the  complaints  made  to  this  House 
was,  that  they  had  not  succeeded  in  imposing 
upon  the  people  of  Rhode  Island  what  was  called 
the  Dorr  constitution.  They  came  here  demand- 
ing that  Congress  should  interpose  its  authority, 
and  exercise  an  arbitrary  power,  in  enforcing 
upon  the  people  a  certain  constitution,  whether 
they  desire  it  or  not, 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  desired  the  Speaker  to  re- 
quire the  gentleman  from  Maryland  to  confine 
himself  to  the  question  before  the  House;  and, 
after  some  discussion  upon  the  question  of  order, 
in  which  Messrs.  C.  JOHNSON,  HALE,  CAU- 
SIN, HOUSTON,  and  WHITE  participated, 

Mr.  CAUSIN  was  permitted  to  proceed  with 
the  genei:al  discussion  of  the  subject  of  the  Rhode 
Island  constitutioiu  He  regarded  it  as  one  of  the 
most  important  questions  that  could  be  brought 


before  Congress— neither  more  nor  lest  than  a 
question  of  war  or  peace ;  and  if  war  should  naoii, 
the  whole  Union  would  be  convulsed  to  its  center. 
He  contended  that  Congress  had  no  right,  unitt 
the  Conslituiion  of  the  United  States,  to  interfere 
with  thi:  internal  policy  of  the  Stale  of  Rhode 
Island  as  they  were  solicited  to  do.  Tlicy  ntn 
not  asked  to  repel  an  invasion  or  to  auell  an  in- 
surrection, but  to  incite  rebellion  ana  resistance 
to  the  legally  organized  powers  within  that  State 
— to  excite  the  people  to  scenes  of  domestic  vio- 
lence. He  thought  this  House  should  fttue 
and  look  around  them,  and  see  what  they  wert 
aGout  to  do. 

He  continued  tlie  discussion  <^'' the  broad  qatt- 
tion  through  his  allotted  hour,  terrupted  occa- 
sionally by  e.xplanations  from  Messrs.  Piin, 
McClebnand,  and  others. 

Mr.  STEENROD  said  he  understood  the^n. 
tlemnn  from  Rhode  Island  was  willing  to  with- 
draw the  objectionable  pnpe/;and  he  hoped, there- 
fore, the  gentlfmaii  from  Ohio  would  withdnw 
the  motion  to  reconsider. 

Mr.  WELLER  said  the  protest  was  notaignel 
by  the  Governor  of  Rhode  Island,  and  vas  in 
other  respects  irregular;  and  therefore  it  should 
not  have  been  presented  to  this  House.  He  could 
not,  consequently,  withdraw  his  motion. 

Mr.  STEENROD  then  (being  desirous  to  get 
rid  of  the  subject)  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  appealed  to  the  gciideman  • 
from  Virginia  to  withdraw  the  previous  question. 
Ttiey  had  had  so  much  eloquence  about  charters 
and  rights,  that  they  had  pretty  much  lost  sight 
of  the  question  before  them.  He  inderslood  a 
paper  had  been  presented  there, conBislingnfico 
pieces  tacked  together,  but  all  covered  by  a  gin- 
eral  indorsement  by  a  member  of  this  House; 
and  a  motion  had  jiassed  to  prim,  under  which 
the  Clerk  had  no  power  to  discoiiiiect  them. 
Doubts  having  arisen,  as  be  understood,  whether 
the  papers  were  )>ropcrly  presented,  a  moiionbad 
been  made  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the 
printing  was  ordered.  The  motion  was  a  com- 
pound motion,  (to  lie  on  the  table  and  lo  print,) 
which  he,  with  deference  to  the  Chair,  held  was 
not  a  debatable  motion;  but  debate  had  been  per- 
mitted, and  he  would  observe  that  the  only  mode 
of  getting  out  of  the  difliculty  into  which  the 
House  found  itself,  and  in  which  the  member 
presenting  the  paper  was  involved — be  meant  to 
express  no  censure  on  anybody — was  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  by  which  the  paper  was  laid  on  the 
table  and  ordered  to  be  printed..  When  that  vote 
was  reconsidered,  the  motion  would  again  recur 
to  lay  on  the  table  and  print;  which  could  then  be 
divided  under  the  rules  of  the  House,  or  the  gen- 
tleman presenting  it  might  withdraw  the  paper, 
which  he  had  indicated  his  intention  to  do.  He 
was  glad  to  hear  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island 
[Mr.  Cranston]  say  that,  if  he  had  had  time  for 
reflection — ^if  he  had  had  what  a  gendemaii  to 
whom  ">me  of  them  there  were  attached  called 
the  "  sober  second  thought" — he  would  not  hare 
presented  the  paper.  He  undi-rstood  a  slip  from 
a  newspaper  was  attached  to  the  document  pre- 
sented; but  that  surely  did  not  belong  toil:  when 
they  received  the  proceedings  of  a  sovereign  State 
they  must  come  to  this  House  properly  authen- 
ticaled,  and  not  in  a  slip  from  a  newspaper, on 
which  he  understood  from  his  friend  from  Mary- 
land, [Mr.  Kennedy,]  there  vi-ere  severol  adver- 
tisements.    [Laughter.] 

He  had  no  particular  desire  for  exposing  the 
gentlemen  on  account  of  any  impropriety,  if  there 
was  iiiiy.  He  had  no  desire  to  charge  upon  ibera 
any  design  to  trick  the  House,  however  much  it 
might  appear  upon  the  face  of  the  transaciion,  on 
the  first  blush,  to  be  so  designed.  He  hoped  die 
House  would  agree  to  reconsider  the  vote,and  to 
go  back  to  the  polTil  whence  they  started — wtc" 
ihe  paper  was  first  presi'nted. 

Mr.  M.  BROWN  said  it  nppAred  to  him  ikst 
the  order  to  print  obviously  included  nothine.u* 
cept  that  to  which  there  could  be  no  objection. 
He  most  heartily  agreed  that,  if  the  design  of  die 
gentlemen  was  lo  ioposc  upon  the  House,  thr]r 
should  receive  the  censure  of  the  House;  bulhe 
could  peroeive  no  such  design.  He  subrsitled 
whether  the  reconsideration  was  not  aitogeiher 
unnecessary. 

Mr.  WELLER  contended  that  the  leeonsid- 
eration  was  necessary,  because  the  Clerk  hadM 
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discrctionaiy  power  to  direct  what  ponion  of  a 
docuinPiu should  be  printed, and  what  should  not. 
As  he  desired  lo  put  an  end  to  dehntc  upon  this 
subjcci,  th:it  the  House  might  proceed  to  the 
transaction  of  npces.snry  busine-ss,  he  asked  for 
the  previous  question. 

Mr.  WHITE  rose  to  a  point  of  order.  He 
suggested  tliat  there  was  no  necps.siiy  for  a  recon- 
sideration. It  was  the  duty  of  the  Speaker  to 
direct  that  all   papers  Should  ho  excluded  from 

Crintiiig  which  were  not  specifically  ordered  to 
e  printed. 

The  deinnnd  for  the  previous  questions  was  sec- 
onded, and  the  main  question  ordered  to  be  now 
put. 

The  question  uf  reconsideration  was  decided  in 
the  oflirnialive. 

On  inoiior,  of  Mr.  CRANSTON,  the  paper 
appended  lo  the  resolutions  was  withdrawn. 

The  question  then  being  on  laying  the  resolu- 
tions on  the  table,  and  ordering  them  to  be  printed, 
a  division  of  the  question  was  chilled  for;  and 
being  Erst  taken  qii  laying  on  the  table,  was  de- 
cided in  the  allirmative. 

On  ordering  the  printing,  Mr.  PAYNE  called 
for  the  previous  question;  which  was  seconded; 
and  the  main  question  ordered. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded,  and  or- 
dered; and  being  taken,  resulted — yeas  147,  nays 
20. 

So  the  printing  was  ordered. 

When  Mr.  Pavbe'.'*  n.tme  was  called,  he  said,  if 
it  was  on  the  motion  lo  priut  the  mutilated  paper, 
lie  would  vole  "no." 

Mr.  BURIiE  then  presented  the  protest  of  the 
minority  of  the  Legislature  of  llhode  Kslundagiiinst 
the  protest  and  declaration  of  the  majority  uf  said 
Legislniiiie. 

Afierinuch  irregular  discussion,  and  variousob- 
jtctiuns  from  Messra.  RARNARU,SCHENCK, 
un(i  others,  and  staleiuents  u(  various  points  of 
order,  the  previous  que.stion  was  iiiovud. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  called  for  tellers. 

Mr.  DELLET  allied  fur  the  yeus  and  nays; 
but  they  were  not  then  in  order. 

Messrs.  Wi.vTiiaop and  I^elslr  wcreappointed 
tellers;  and  they  reported — ayi;s  76,  iio<'S  60. 

There  was  accordingly  a  second. 

Mr.  BARNARD  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
protest,  and  much  irregular  debate  ensued;  which 
was  lerniiimted  by  the  Ilousi:  assenting  10  the 
reading. 

The  Clerk  read  it  accordingly. 

Mr.  BARRINGER  inquired  whether  the  pro- 
test was  addressed  to  ihis  House. 

Mr.  n.A.RNARD  oliserved  that  he  believed  it 
was  addressed  lo  the  Legislature  of  Rhode  Island, 
and  not  received,  because  il  was  considered  dis- 
recpectful. 

Ml.  WlNTHROPsaid  he  hoped  the  gentle- 
man from  New  Hampshire  would  liave  leave  to 
withdraw  the  paper. 

Mr.  BURICE  said  he  had  presented  it  with  no 
iiitenlion  to  impose  upon  the  House.  He  had 
stated  what  il  was. 

The  in.iin  question  was  ordered  lo  be  now  put — 
being  to  lay  the  commtuiication  on  the  table, and 
order  the  printing. 

Mr.  COLLAAIER  called  for  a  division  of  the 
question;  and  being  first  taken  on  laying  on  the 
tuble,  was  decided  in  the  aOirniative. 

On  ihe  motion  to  print,  tho. yeas  and  nays  were 
demanded  and  ordered;  and  'being  taken,  re- 
sulted— yeas  96,  nays  75. 

ARMV  AI'l'llOPIlIATION  DILL. 

Mr.  STETSON  gave  notice  of  his  inUMilion  to 
move  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  by  which  the 
Army  appropriation  bill  was  pa.ssed,  in  order  to 
obtain  a  leconsideraiion  of  thh  vote  by  which  the 
nmendnieiit  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Keii- 
ttirlcy  [Mr.  B"Vd1  was  rejected. 

Mr.  TIBIi.VTTS  made  some  observations  in 
favor  of  the  reconsideration. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  called  for,  and 
ordered,  on  the  motion  to  reconsider,  and  re- 
sulted— yeas  78,  nays  67. 


The  question  tlieii  recurred  on  the  engrossment 
of  the  bill. 

Mr.  STETSON  then  moved  a  reconsideration 
of  the  vote  by  which  the  amendment  in  relation 
to  the  military  post  at  Newport,  in  Ken(ucky, 
was  rejected. 

The  amendment  is  as  follows: 

Jlrut  he  it  further  enacteil,  Tlmt  tlie  Secrctar>'  of  \Vnr  be, 
nnil  lie  i*  hereby,  niitllorized  to  purcliii^e,  l(>r  tlie  use  anil 
ill  tlie  nniiie  ul'llie  Hiiileil  Stalf*s,Mi  iiiucli  grotniil,  tint  ex- 
ceeding two  ncren.  :it  and  ndjoliiiri!;  tlie  barracks  at  New- 
pori,  in  Uie  Htate  uf  Konlucky,  a.o  he  niay  deem  necesitary 
iur  llie  coiiveniciice  aad  nat'ely  of  said  post. 

Jlndttc  it  futtttcr  cnadcit,  i'Jiat  Uie  sum  of  §1  j,.'iOO  be 
•ipprepriated  for  the  pureti;tM<>  nf  faid  fEfoand,  and  for  llie 
farliier  purpose  of  repairinjl  the  prejieiitltulldinss,  andcreel- 
iim  any  otliurs  that  ui.ay  be  iieei?ftfary  nt  itaid  po»l :  Pro- 
vitiiit.  Thai  \\w  Nuiu  appropriated  for  Itie  pureliase  of  tlie 
ndditioaat  ground  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  §r»,.'rtlO  fortlie 
wliole  of  liic  two  acred  pro|>osed  to  tie  purchased;  luid  if 
the  liUe  cannot  lie  obtained  for  all  of  Haid  umunil,  tlieii  he 
may  pureliase  lota  nuoiber  4,  5,  6,  ^,  and  J3,  at  a  sum  not 
exeeedlns  54,900. 

Mr.  HAR.ALSON  advocated  the  adoption  of 
the  amendment,  explaining  the  reasons  which  had 
influenced  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  to 
recominend  the  appropriation. 

Till'  subject  was  debated  byMessrs.  VANCE 
and  CLINGMAN  in  opposition  lo  the  amend- 
ment, and  Mr.  TIBBATTS  in  its  favor. 

Mr.  DRO.MGOOLE  was  opposed  lo  the  intro- 
duction of  this  apjiropriation  in  the  manner  pro- 
posed. If  the  purchase  of  land  for  military  pur- 
poses was  requisite,  authority  ought  to  be  given 
to  the  proper  olHcer  by  a  separate  hill.  There  was 
no  necessity,  he  thought,  for  prescribing  what 
particular  lots  should  be  purchased. 

The  adoption  of  the  amendment  was  also  advo- 
cated bv  Mr.  HAMLIN. 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Mr.  HAR- 
ALSON. 

Mr.  HALE  moved  the  previous  question;  and 
it  was  sustained  by  the  House. 

The  qneslion  then  recurretl  on  reconsidering 
the  vote  by  which  the  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  was  rejected;  and  it  was  again 
negatived — 68  voting  in  the  atHrmative,  and  74  in 
I  he  negative. 

The  bill  was  then  again  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading,  and  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

Mr.  McKAY  called  for  the  orders  of  the  day. 
•  Mr.  KENNEDY,of  Maryland,  desired  lo  pre- 
sent some  memorials  from  the  city  of  Baltimore. 

Objections  were  made,  and  the  gentleman  was 
informed  thai  there  was  a  rule  uiider«vhich  he 
could  present  his  petitions,  without  bringing  Uicm 
before  the  House. 

Mr.  KENNEDY,  of  Maryland,  saitJ  he  de- 
sired to  move  liie  printing  of  the  memorials,  and 
ihalcoulil  only  be  done  by  a  moiion  in  the  House. 
He  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules  to  give  him 
ilic  opportunity  to  make  his  motion;  but  the- 
House  refused  to  suspend. 

Mr.  TIBBATTS  inquired  if  the  morning  hour 
had  expired.     [It  \yas  now  four  o'clock.] 

Mr.  llALE  replied  that  the  morning  hour  had 
not  yet  besitii.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  TIBBATTS  moved  that  the  House  take  up 
the  bill  for  the  improvement  of  certain  harbors 
and  rivers. 

Mr.  McK.\Y  said  that  moiion  would  require 
H  vote  of  two  thirds,  and  he  hoped  the  gentleman 
would  withdraw  il,  that  ihey  might  proceed  to 
the  orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.  VANCE  moved  tiiat  the  House  do  now 
adjourn. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for,  and  ordered 
on  that  motion;  and,  being  taken,  resulted — 
yeas  88,  nays  7.'). 

The- House  llien  adjourned. 


The  fnljowiiiie  pciitlonr>,  presented  In  day,  were  handed 
lo  the  reporters  Iiy  tlie  members  presenting  Ihcm  : 

By  Mr.  IXIIICE,  of  V.'iseonsin  :  The  petition  of  one 
hundred  and  iwi-nty  eilizens  of  Uie  Territory  nl'Wiseoiisln, 
nskiii!*  the  establishnientof  a  nmil  nsitefrom  Madison,  the 
seal  of  covernmeat  for  thcTerritory  of  VVlscon.-.ili,via  Sun 
I'ratric,  in  Dade  county,  (Joiunibafl,  ia  I'orlage  eoutily,  lo 
Beaver,  in  Dodge  county,  and  froia  Itleiice  to  Waupon,  in 


Fond  du  Lac  cnunty ;  which  was  referred  to  tile  Committee 
on  Uie  Fof  t  l  mice  and  Post  Itoods. 

Ity  Mr.  .MeCONNEI.L:  The  petition  nf  Ezeklel  Mat- 
thews and  nimierous  oiiicr  eili/.ens.  pniyins  ConereM  to 
permit  iilm  to  enler  f.vo  islands  in  tlie  I'oosa  river,  below 
('ollins's  Ferry,  in  the  Siuti'  of  .\laliama. 

Also,  tli,^  petition  of  gundry  citizeiLS  of  [lenlnn  county, 
Alabama,  prayini!  the  establishment  of  a  nmil  riMite;  which 
was  relerr-id  to  tlie  Committee  on  tlic  Post  Olficc  and  Post 
itoads. 

(lyMr.  ilF.RRH'K:  Tlie  petition  of  David  Toivle.  of  tlie 
r'tale  of  Maine,  for  a  pension  ;  wbicli  was  referred  to  the 
Commiltee  on  Invnlirl  Pensions. 

I!y  Mr.  STi;tVAIl'l',of  I'eniisylvaniar  Five  meniorial.s, 
slpied  by  many  ellizens  of  Pennsyivanio.  renionstrating 
af^diniil  any  change  in  the  larilTof  I^2,aiidesp4>eialivdep- 
recatins  Ihe  passage  of  ihe  bill  lately  reported  by  Uic  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means. 

Ily  .Mr.  VVltlCHT,  of  N'ew  Jersey:  The  memorial  nf 
William  Shugard  and  one  litindred  and  sixty  orhem,  citi- 
zens of  the  fiouth  Ward  o!'  Newark,  \ew  Jersey,  protesting 
against  any  interference  with  the  existing tarifl' law. 

-Mso,  the  inemorlni  of  J:iliez  D.  Kilbiirn  and  seventy-four 
others,  citizens  of  Booth  Orange,  Ni'w  Jersey,  protesting 
against  any  alteration  in  the  existing  tarifl'law. 

Also,  llie  meuiorial  of  David  Morehouse  and  slxty-slx 
others,  citizens  of  Livingston,  Essex  county.  New  Jersey, 
pnitpsling  ng:itnst  any  alterallon  of  tiie  tarilfluw  of  1H.I2. 

By  Mr.  PllATT:  Tlie  petition  of  a  large  number  of  in- 
iiabitaiits  of  llie  t/iwn  ol'  Suiyeesunl,  Columbia  county. 
New  York,  for  a  reduction  on  liie  present  rate  of  postage 
on  letters  and  otiier  papers,  and  modifying  Ibe  franking 
privilege. 

Also,  Ihe  petition  of  E.  Weeks  and  forty-seven  others, 
for  the  establishment  of  a  post  route  from  Canaan  poAt 
office  to  Canaau  Centre,  Ihenee  to  Can:inn  Four  Corners 
post  oflice,  In  Columldn  county.  New  York. 

l)y  Mr.  TIIOMl'fJON  ;  TliC  pinllion  of  Wade  Blossing- 
ham,  of  ihe  rotate  of  Mississippi,  praying  to  be  allowed  lo 
enter  nipiaiitity  of  unappropriated  land  in  the  Chiekusaw, 
lunil  district  in  lieu  or'n  tract  entered  by  him  Ihrougll  mis- 
take; vvlllcll  WHS  referred  to  the  Coininitlee  on  Public 
Lands. 

By  Mr.  n.ELFE:  The  petition  of  William  M.  Newlierry 
and  olliers,  eilizensof  .Madi.-on  county,  asking  Congress  to 
estaiiiish  It  post  route  to  Sprinstieid.  Missouri ;  whieli  was 
Tctened  to  Ihe  Coiniulttec  on  the  Post  Cilfiee  and  Post 
ROilds. 

By  .Mr  SLIDELL  :  The  petition  of  Josepii  Walker  and 
ottiers,  fora  eoiilirmnlton  of  certain  land  titles;  which  was 
referred  llie  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 


IN  SENATE. 
Wednesdat,  A^tril  17,  1844. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PHELPS,  the  vote  of  the 
Senate   concurring  in   the  adverse  report  of  the 
Commiltee  on  Claims  in  the  case  of  George  Har- 
rison was,  by  unanimous  consent,  reconsidered. 
PETITIONS,  ETC. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE  presented  a  petition  from 
Willi.im  J.  Moody,  a  soldier  in  the  la^t  war, 
praying  an  increase  of  pension;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
Mayor  and  City  Council,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
praying  the  construction  of  a  marine  hospital  at 
thai  place;  which  was  rcferied  10  the  Commiltee 
on  Commerce. 

Also,  a  petition  from  David  Eggleston  and 
Thomas  Hawkins,  praying  reimbur.semenlof  the 
money  paid  by  ihem  for  certain  public  lands,  the 
entries  of  which  were  rejected  by  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  Genera!  Lund  Office;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Coniinrtlee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  n  memorial  from 
the  Peiin-sylvania  Society  for  Promoting^  liie  Ab- 
olition nf  Slavery,  strongly  remonstraliiig  against 
the  ratification  oi  any  Ire.aty  for  the  annexation 
of  Texas  to  the  United  States.  The  principal 
ground  on  which  this  society  (which  was  estab- 
lished by  Dr.  IVanklin)  opposes  the  Snnexatioii 
is,  that  il  would  extend  slavery  beyund  the  pres- 
ent limits  in  which  it  now  exists. 

The  memorial  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations,  and  ordered  to  he  printed. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  rc-presenled  lo  the  Sen- 
ate certain  documents  which  were  lately  with- 
drawn from  the  files,  touching  the  chiim  of  Balie 
Peyton,  for  the  payment  of  the  award  of  certain 
arbitrators. 

ttEPORTS  FIIOM  COMMITTEES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  the  Committee  on 
Finance  wa.s  discharged  fiom  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  petition  of  Joel  A.  Maitison  and 
Hardin  Eigelow,  praying  to  be  indemnified  for 
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losses  sustained  by  them  by  the  detention  of  a 
quantity  of  railroad  iron  by  the  collector  of  the 
customs  at  Cincinnati,  Cleveland, and  St.  Louis; 
and  leave  was  granted  to  the  petitioners  to  with- 
draw their  petition. 

IVlr.  EVANS  also,  from  the  same  committee, 
made  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  William 
D.  Ross,  praying  the  remission  of  duty  on  certain 
ticrap  iron  imported  into  New  York  from  Can- 
ada; which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and 
be  printed. 

Mr.  MILX.ER,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  made  an  adverse  report,  which 
was  ordered  to  be  printed,  on  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam Easby,  praying  to  be  indemnified  for  losses 
under  a  contract  for  supplying  cement  for  build- 
ing a  bridge  over  Pennsylvania  avenue,  at  Second 
street  west. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JARNAOIN,  the  Commit- 
tee on  Pensions  was  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  petition  of  Patience  Brown, 
the  widow  of  Samuel  Brown ,  a  revolutionary  sol- 
dier, praying  for  the  continuation  of  the  pension 
which  expired  on  the  4th  March  last.  This  falls 
within  the  provisions  of  a  bill  reported. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  made  adverse 
reports,  which  were  ordered  to  be  printed,  on  the 
petition  of  Charles  Hughes,  a  soldier  of  the  Rev- 
olution, fora  pension ;  and  the  petition  of  William 
Keller,  for  mcrcase  and  arrears  of  pension. 

Mr.  WOODBURY,  from  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of 
Lyon  &  Howard,  praying  the  payment  of  a  bal- 
ance due  them  under  a  contract  with  the  United 
States  for  the  construction  of  a  steam  dredging 
machine;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table, 
and  be  printed. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE,  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Noah 
Miller;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading,  and  the  bill  accompanyingit  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  FOSTER,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  M.  C. 
Easlon;  which  was  read ,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  HENDERSON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Land  Claims,  reported  back,  without 
amendment,  and  with  a  recommendation  that  it 
do  pass;  th%  bill  from  the  House  for  the' benefit  of 
James  Anderson,  of  the  Territory  of  Iowa. 

PENSION  BILL. 

Mr.  EVANS,  from  iheCommittee  on  Pensions, 
to  whom  was  recommitted  the  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  the  payment  of  revolutionary  and 
other  pensions,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30, 1845,  which  had  been  returned  from  the  House 
with  certain  amendments  to  the  amendments  of 
the  Senate,  reported  it  back  with  a  recommenda- 
tion that  the  Sonnie  do  concur  with  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House. 

On  motiim  of  Mr.  EVANS,  the  previous  orders 
of  the  day  were  postponed,  and  the  bill  was  then 
taken  up  and  considered,  and  the  amendments 
were  concurred  in. 

DILL  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  on  leave,  introduced  a 
bill  to  provide  for  defending  the  interests  of  the 
United  States  against  claims  to  alleged  grants  of 
land  in  Florida;  which  was  read  t«'icc,and  referred 
to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

ARMY  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  bill  from  the  House,  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  the  Army  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30, 1845,  was  read  twice,  and  referred 
to  the  Commitiee  on  Finance. 

.  PAYJIENT  OP  CL.M.M3. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  the  pro- 
vious  orders  of  the  day  were  postponed;  and  the 
Senate  took  up  for  consideration,  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  the  joint  resolution  respecting  the 
application  of  certain  appropriations  heretofore 
made.  The  question  pending  was  an  amendment 
reported  by  the  Commitiee  on  Military  Affairs 
altering  the  phraseology  of  tjie  resolution. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  called  for  an  explanation  of 
the  resolution. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  said  the  resolution  made 
no  new  appropriation,  but  merely  established  the 
order  of  payment  of  approprintionn  heretofore 
made  to  satisfy  claims,  some  of  which  were  due 
to  the  territorial  government  of  Florida,  and  others 


to  individuals.  The  Delegate  from  that  Territory 
in  the  other  House  desires  tliat  the  appropriation, 
which  he  (Mr.  C.)  understood  was  inadequate  to 
the  payment  of  all  the  claims,  should  bo  applied 
to  satisfy  individual  claims  first.  It  was  just,  be- 
cause the  territorial  government  procured  the  sup- 
plies (which  constitute  the  claims)  from  those 
individuals  fur  the  support  of  the  troops. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to;  and  the  resolu- 
tion was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time. 

NAVAL  APPROPRIATIONS. 

Mr.  feAYARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs, reportid  back, without  amendment,  House 
bill  making  appropriation  of  certain  moneys  in  the 
Treasury  for  the  naval  service. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BAYARD,  the  previous 
orders  of  the  day  were  postponed,  and  the  Senate 
took  up  for  consideration,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  above  bill. 

Mr.  BAYARD  said  that  this  bill  was  intended 
to  supply  the  place  of  the  act  passed  by  Congress 
some  time  since,  authorizing  the  transfer  of  cer- 
tain appropriations.  The  limitations  attached  to 
that  act  were  such  as  to  render  it  inadequate  to 
the  purpose  for  which  it  was  designed .  The  Pres» 
ident  communicated  this  fact  to  Congress  by  a 
special  message,  and  suggested  that  there  was  in 
the  Treasury  the  sum  of  ftll6,923  79,  resulting 
from  the  sale  of  condemnea  naval  stores,  which 
might  be  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of  meeting 
the  demands  under  the  head  of  improvement  and 
repairs,  in  order  to  meet  which  the  authority  was 
asked  and  granted  to  make  transfers  from  other 
heads  of  appropriation,  but  was  granted  with  such 
limitations  as  to  prevent  its  exercise.  In  conse- 
quence of  the  President's  message,  the  bill  now 
under  consideration  was  introduced  in  the  House 
of  Representatives,  passed  there, and  was  referred, 
in  this  body,  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

He  desired  to  say,  however,  by  the  direction 
of  the  committee,  that,  in  recommending  the  pas- 
sage of  this  bill,  they  did  not  mean  to  sanction  the 
views  and  reasoning  of  the  President's  message. 
In  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  the  right  to  sell 
the  property  of  the  United  Slates,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case,  was  an  assumption  on  the 
part  of  the  Executive  which  had  no  better  found- 
ation than  the  usage  of  the  Department.  But,  the 
sale  having  been  made,  the  committee  do  not  en- 
tertain a  doubt  that  the  proceeds  were  properly 
paid intotheTreasuryof theUniledStntes.  TheSe 
sales  were  made  early  in  the  year  in  the  cities  of 
Boston,  New  York,  Washington,  Pensacola,&e., 
embracing  a  great  variety  of  property ,  provisions, 
naval  stores,  old  copper,  old  iron,  &c.,  and  the 
proceeds  were  placea  in  the  Treasury.  The  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury, very  properly,  would  nor 
suffer  the  amount  to  be  withdrawn  without  a  spe- 
cial law.  The  appropriation  of  the  amount  is  the 
object  of  tke  bill  now  under  consideration.  The 
necessity  for  the  passage  of  the  bill  will  appear 
from  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  wtiich 
he  would  read,  addressed  to  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, and  dated  the  11th  of  this  month. 
The  Secretary  was  called  upon  to  state  what  were 
ftie  exigencies  upon  which  this  appropriation 
should  be  made: 

NiVY  Departuent,  ^prit  11, 1844. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  the  9tli,  upon 
the  ftuliject  of  the  .i|)[irr*|iriation  for  the  "  increase,  repair, 
arinlimenl,  and  efjmpment  of  the  Navy,"  I  would  respect- 
fully state  tiiat  the  presuiii  balance  In  the  Treasury  under 
that  head  h  ^  I  Att  79. 

As  nearly  a.-  the  Department  Is  Informed,  there  Is  wanted, 
to  pay  hllb  of  mature  dates  at  the  various  agencies,  the 
sum  of  $39,999  Si.  ^nne  of  these  bills  were  contracted  for 
cash,  and  are,  on  account  of  the  erippled  eoodition  of  this 
land,  of  very  Ion;  sundin^.  Calls  on  the  Department  for 
thei.-  payment  are  almost  daily  made,  and  I  would  r<;spect- 
fiilly  ur^o  an  early  action  on  the  part  of  the  cuinmtltecs  of 
Ctm^ress,  aud  of  Cnnj^re^^s  itself,  tipon  this  subject. 

Tlie  amount  which  will  he  r<-quired  under  the  head  of 
"Increase,*'  &c.,  for  Uic  remainder  of  the  current  fincah 
year,  cannot  be  determined  with  exactness,  but  the  sum 
proposed  by  the  bill  (No.  148)  ivill,  I  tllliik,  bi:  inaufficicnt. 
In  the  ti:r.iiTh  of  Frbrunry,  5.^9,'141  9i  were  issued;  in 
March,  $3,'>,^3  0.5.  Then;  np)iear  to  be  now  due  and  un- 
paid about  ,'J40,000,  whicll.deriueted  iVoid  tile  prppo-^ed  ap- 
propriation, leaves  some  §76,U00  ior  the  repairs,  &c.,  ot 
vessels,  in  the  months  of  April,  May,  aud  June. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient 
servoat, 

J.  Y.  MASON. 
lion.  William  Parmentkr,  Chairman  of  tht  Commiltee 

OH  Naval  •iJfairSf  i/oiue  of  Repracttiatifcs. 

The  bill  for  the  next  fiscal  year  had  not  yet  been 
reported.    This  was   to   supply   the   deficiency 


which  existed  under  the  head  of  improvemeiili 
and  repairs,  &c.,  which  grew  out  of  the  hct  that 
the  appropriation  under  this  head  had  been  ex- 
hausted in  the  disbursemonts  made  in  the  <:oiii- 
mencement  of  the  year.  This  was  the  present 
condition  of  the  case.  What  was  now  asked  wu 
not  to  appropriate  any  additional  fund  out  of  the 
Treasury,  but  to  allow  the  proceeds  which  arote 
from  the  sale  of  the  naval  stores  referred  to,  to  be 
disposed  of  as  recommended  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy.  It  was  true  the  Secretary  said  that  he 
doubted  whether  the  amount  was  sufficient  for 
the  purpose;  but  he  asked  for  nothing  more,  and 
must  rely  upon  proper  care  and  economy  to  make 
it  adequate. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate;  >inI 
having  been  read  the  third  time,  andtbequeition 
then  being,  "  Shall  it  pass?" 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  said  he  was  opposed  to  die 
bill.  He  held  that,  when  the  lesialatire  branch 
of  the  Oovernment  appropriated  a  sum  of  money 
for  a  particular  purpose,  to  be  expended  by  the 
Executive,  (he  Executive  who  exceeded  the  ap- 
propriation so  made  exceeded  his  authority;  ami 
It  was  to  him  a  matter  of  no  sortorcoDiequenct, 
if  that  officer  applied  more  money  than  was  de- 
signed to  the  object  for  which  the  appronriatioa 
was  made,  whether  it  was  done  from  good  orbal 
intention;  and  when  opplication  was  made  for 
additional  appropriation  to  satisfy  contracts  made 
by  the  Executive  over  and  beyond  the  auihoriiy 
with  which  he  was  clothed ,  and  passed  by  tbia 
Senate,  it  amounted  to  a  palpable  legislative  nt- 
ification  of  abuses.  If  the  Navy  Department  «u 
obliged,  under  necessity  of  circumstances,  loex- 
ceeif  the  appropriations,and  to  enter  inloconuacU 
with  citizens,  there  was  a  proper  remedy  for  those 
with  whom  any  contract  may  have  been  made. 
The  remedy  was,  for  such  contractors  to  make 
application  to  Congress  for  pay.  If  they  could 
make  out  a  case,  it  was  then  competent  for  Con- 
gress to  grant  relief;  not,  however,  by  force  of 
any  contract  made  by  the  executive  officeti, 
without  authority  of  law,  but  because  thecilizen 
who  may  have  done  a  service  for  the  Govemmeot 
should  not  be  made  an  innocent  sufferer  by  the 
illegal  act  of  an  officer  of  the  Government.  If 
Congress  ratify  such  conduct  of  the  Departmeou, 
there  never  would  be  any  correction  of  cxcttiiite 
abuses.  To  prevent  an  abuse,  the  headsof  diose 
Depurtmenis  were,  by  provision  of  law,  prohib- 
ited from  making  transfers  of  appropriation!. 
That  provision  of  law  would  be  nugatory,  if  the 
illegal  conduct  in  this  case  was  ratified;  and  by  it 
a  greater  abuse  would  be  sanctioned  than  the  pi«- 
vicus  law  was  intended  to  correct. 

The  question  was  then  put;  and  the  bill  vat 
passed. 

POSTAOE — FRANKING  PRITILSOI. 

The  bill  to  reduce  the  rates  of  postage,  to  limit 
the  use  and  correct  the  abuse  of  the  franking  priv- 
ilege, and  for  the  prevention  of  frauds  on  die 
revenues  ofthe  Post  Office  Department,  was  taken 
up,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  the  question 
pending  being  on  Mr.  Wright's  motion  to  strike 
out  the  ninth  section  whi«h  relates  to  the  substi- 
tution of  a  given  number  per  day  of  free  stamps 
to  members  of  Congress,  in  place  of  the  present 
privilege  of  frankiiio:  their  own  letters. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  moved  to  amend  the  section 
before  the  question  was  put  on  striking  it  c>ut 
His  object  was  to  restore  the  old  practice  by  lim- 
iting the  use  of  such  free  stamps  to  the  iluratJon 
of  each  session  of  Congress,  a  practice  u-hich  pre- 
vailed before  the  present  extension  of  the  whole 
year  came  into  operation.  He  believed  the  latter 
was  an  amendment  ingrafUdon  an  appropriation 
bill. 

Mr.  MERRICK  said  he  understood  the  object 
to  be  to  confine  the  use  of  the  franking  pri»ileg«> 
through  free  stamp.),  to  each  session  of  Congress. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  ossenud. 

The  whole  of  the  ninth  section  was  so  ame ikW 
as  to  conform  to  the  motion  of  Mr.  Athertos- 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  mouon  «' 
the  Senator  from  New  York,  to  strike  out  die 
ninth  section,  as  amended. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  ol)s<rved  that,  in  compliancs 
with  a  desire  of  many  Senators,  and  in  viiw  o' 
the  inleiitiuii  of  the  Senator  from  Tennessx  [Mr. 
FosTEn]  to  move  a  modification  of  the  fifth  sec- 
tion, he  would,  with  the  permission  of  theStn- 
Hte,  fur  the  present,  withdraw  lii^  inotiao. 
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No  objection  being  olTored,  the  motion  to  strike 
ont  ilie  ninth  section  was  withdrawn. 

Mr.  FOSTER  moved  to  amend  the  fifth  section, 
by  adding  the  following  provision: 

Provided  at'^ay$^  Ttiatlhi!t  repniil  [tlie  repeal  proposed 
liy  the  lifth  Kcction  tif  so  iiiurti  nf  tUe  Pa^l  OtTicc  act  hf 
Binrch  '.i.  1>M'>,  a^  coiirrr^  iln*  traiikin^  privilege]  sh.ill  ni>l 
extend  to  ineoihers  ol' Ccnsre.-JS  of  cither  hmneh  ofthe  Le- 
gtstaliire,  to  territorial  Deli-^ates,  to  the  tieeretary  ol'  tlie 
t?cu.ite.  or  to  llie  I'leiit  ol  the  House  ol"  Kepri!.«eii'tiitive^; 
nor  ?hall  it  extend  to  the  President  of  the  United  .States, 
the  Vice  i'residenl  of  the  United  State*,  alt  ex  PrettidenlH 
Af  the  irnlted  :^taieR,  the  widow  of  any  ex-PreMtdeni  of 
the  United  Huu>!8,  the  i^eeretarhig  of  t^uite,  ol  the  Trcia- 
ury,  of  War,  of  the  Navy,  llie  Posinia--<ter  (Jeneral,  and 
the  Allorney  (General  of  the  United  :^tnles  :  Prodded  o/so, 
TIjat  an  act  of  Congress  entitled  "  An  act  autborizln;;  the 
Gov»-riior8  of  the  several  Hlates  (o  tr.in-^init  hy  mail  certain 
books  and  ducuinents,**  approved  the  30Ui  June,  183-1,  Dhall 
remain  in  force,  anything  hereinh.-lore  mentioned  to  the 
contrary  nolwithstandin;;  :  Jtnd  jtrovided  farthnr,  That  in 
nil  eases  where  the  annnal  eornpensntlon  of  any  d'^pniy 
un«ina-ler  dites  not  ninount  to  the  sum  of  twenty-five  dol- 
i;irji,  he  shall  be  allowed,  on  the  settlement  of  his  account, 
any  sum  or  sums  of  money  he  may  have  expeniled  In  post- 
ages, to  be  pa-«sed.  upon  due  verification  hy  such  deputy 
posimxster.  In  such  manner  and  form  as  sliali  be  prescribed 
by  tlie  Postmaster  (Jeneral. 

Mr.  MERUICIC  submitted  the  matter  to  the 
dccixion  of  the  Senate.     He  would  merely  aug- 

fcst  that  the  latter  clause  of  the  nnieiidmenl  would 
e  wholly  impracticable,  and  ho  thnu°;ht  it  should 
be  withdrawn;  or  it  might  be  changed  so  as  to 
stipulate  a  fixed  and  adequate  pay  for  the  services 
of  the  deputy  postma.stcrs. 

Mr.  l''O.S'fn! II  stated  that  his  object  was  to  pre- 
serve and  keep  tip  the  minor  post  offices  thi'ough- 
outthe  country.  It  was  very  well  known  tlialut 
least' two  thirds  of  the  country  po.st  ofiices  are 
kept  by  respectable  and  worthy  people,  who  con- 
sent to  hold  the  oflicc  because  of  the  franking 
privilege  attached  to  it,  and  thai  they  would  not 
continue  to  bold  it  if  paid  in  the  ordinary  manner. 
He  would,  however,  for  the  present,  consent  to 
Bii.spend  the  clause  objected  to  by  the  chairman  of 
the  Post  Olficc  Committee. 

Mr.  BUCHAN.-VN  expected  this  amendment 
would  have  met  ihedecidrid  hostility  of  the  chaii-- 
inati  of  the  Post  Office  C<nnmittee,  for  it  was  ob- 
vious that,  if  it  prevailed,  the  bill  would  not  be 
ron.iisient  with  the  principle  upon  which  the  re- 
due.tion  of  j)ostage  was  founded. 

Mr.  B.  showed  that,  under  the  penny  postage 
system  in  England,  the  dueen  herself  could  not 
fr;;nk  a  letter;  for  the  very  principle  of  the  cheap 
postage  system  was,  to  make  everything  sent  by 
the  mail  pay.  With  regard  to  the  franking  privi- 
lege, he  was  opposed  to  any  exiension  of  it  be- 
yond the  proposition  of  the  bill  il.self.  Me  was 
III  f.tvor  of  sending  free  to  the  constituents  of 
Iiieinbera  of  Conjn'sa  the  documents  printed  by 
Congress  ftir  disiril>ution;  but  he  had  no  idea  that 
the  privilegi!  should  be  continued  of  franking 
speeches  and  political  matter.  If  he  thought  any 
jnfonnatioii  necessary  for  the  people  were  to  be 
TV-iihheld  by  an  abatement  of  tlic  franking  privi- 
I,'-e,  he  should  be  opposed  to  such  nliatement. 
Hilt  he  did  not  think  the  abatement  propn.sed  by 
the  bill  would  prevent  the  dissetniiiation  of  the 
very  same  umonnt  of  information  to  the  people 
wbidi  was  now  available.  They  would  receive 
that  informalion  through  the  newspapers.  If,  for 
instance,  he  had  made  a  speech  which  was  pub- 
lished in  a  newspaper,  he  could  send  his  constit- 
uents copies  of  that  jiaper;  and  if  his  constiluenis 
did  not  think  it  wortli  while  to  pay  a  cent  for  his 
speech,  it  would  only  prove  tliat  they  did  not 
want  it — not  thai  information  was  wilhhelil  from 
them.  The  question  now  was,  whethi'r  any  ex- 
perinieiil  of  the  cheap  jiosiage  system  shall  be 
fairly  tried  or  not.  It  it  was,  it  must  be  on  the 
•whole  principle.  Ho  considered  the  abolishing 
of  the  franking  privilege  as  part  of  the  system 
proposed  by  the  chairman  of  the  Post  Office  Com- 
niittee.  To  adopt  x\\t\  one  without  the  other, 
would  not  be  a  fair  test  of  the  principle.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  the  chairman  of  the  Post  Office 
Committee  would  come  out  in  support  of  his  bill, 
and  oppose  this  amendment.  He  would  very 
rliecrfully  vote  with  his  friend  from  New  York, 
[Mr.  WuiGHT,]  1101  only  against  this  amendment, 
but  tor  striking  out  the  ninth  section,  so  anxious 
was  he  to  lest  the  experiment  fairly. 

Mr.  iVlERRICK  felt  himself  really  in  a  very 
unplea.santnredicament — called  on  bysome  of  his 
friends  to  do  one  thing,  and  by  the  others  to  do 
another,  whilst  not  a  few  opposed  his  bill  alto- 
gether.    He  was  opposed  to  the  amendment  now 


oficred  by  the  Senator  from  Tennessee.  He  had 
consented,  with  the  greatest  reluctance,  in  report- 
ing the  bill,  to  preserve  even  so  mMch  of  the 
franking  privdcjje  as  the  eighth  and  ninth  sec- 
tions conuiin.  His  own  wish  was,  to  give  the 
cheap  postage  system  a  fair  trial,  whicli  he  was 
aware  it  could  not  have,  unless  all  matter  going 
through  the  mail  was  made  to  b«^rils  proportion 
of  the  expense  of  keeping  up  the  Post  Office  De- 
partment. His  desire  was  that  the  details  of  the 
bill,  in  all  endeavors  to  perfect  it,  should  be  sub- 
jected to  the  judgment  and  decision  of  the  Senate 
upon  mature  consideration.  But  ho  wished  to 
impress  upon  the  minds  of  Senators  that  the  De- 
partment was  in  such  a  condition  that  it  was  im- 
possible to  staml  still.  Sr)mething  must  be  done 
for  its  relief.  Some  legislation  must  take  place, 
or  the  Department  must  become  a  charge  upon  the 
Treasury.  There  was  an  actual  falling  off  in  the 
revenue  of  the  Department  last  year  of  J'JjO.OOO. 
In  consequence  of  the  increased  activity  of  private 
expenses,  the  falling  oIT  this  year,  it  may  be  an- 
ticipated, will  be  much  more  alarming.  The 
Postmaster  General  states  explicitly  in  his  report, 
that,  unless  something  effectual  is  done  by  Con- 
gress, the  usefulness  of  the  Uepartinent  must  be 
circumscribed  by  large  rttductituis  of  the  routes, 
or  the  Department  will  become  a  serious  charge 
on  the  Treasury.  H(!adverted  to  recent  decisions 
of  the  judiciary  against  the  Department  and  in 
favor  of  the  private  expres.ses,  and  quoted  various 
neivspaper  paragraphs  to  show  the  excitement  got 
up  against  tfie  General  Post  Office,  and  in  favor  of 
those  expresses.  Much  has  been  said  about  pro- 
ceeding in  this  matter  without  adequate  knowl- 
edge of  the  viijws  of  the  liead  of  the  Post  Office 
Department,  and  without  his  detailed  review  of 
the  provisions  at  tlie  bill.  Now,  he  contended 
that  the  views  of  that  functionary  were  definitely 
staled  in  his  annual  report  of  last  session  and  the 
present  session.  With  a  view  of  showing  this, 
lie  read  several  passages  from  these  two  reports; 
and  he  maintained  lliat,in  mostof  the  provisions 
^f  the  bill,  nn  approximation  was  made,  as  nearly 
as  it  w"as  possible,  to  the  general  views  of  the 
Postmaster  General,  although  now  he  chooses  to 
avow  himself  opposed  to  the  bill.  He  trusted, 
however,  that  he  had  shown  that  the  committee 
had  not  acted  so  much  in  the  dark,  and  so  blam- 
ably,  in  the  absence  of  the  views  of  the  Depart- 
ment, as  the  Senators  from  North  and  South 
Carolina  had  supposed. 

Mr.  FOSTER  rose  to  put  his  amendment  in  a 
proper  shape. 

[lie  read  it  with  the  lost  clause  restored,  as  pre- 
viously statetl.] 

Mr.  SEMPLE  suggested  that,  to  carry  out  the 
.amendment,  some  further  amendments  should  be 
made  in  the  fifth,  sixth,  and  eighth  sections.  It 
appeared  to  him  that  the  franking  privilege  ought 
not  to  be  abolished;  but  he  believed  some  modifi- 
cation was  necessary. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  supposed,  if  the  amendment 
of  the  Senator  from  Tennessee  pre  vailed,  the  frank- 
ing privilege  to  members  of  Congress  would  be 
left  in  force  throughout  the  whole  year. 

Mr.  FOSTER  said  that  would,  of  course,  be 
the  effect  of  his  amendment,  so  far  as  it  authorized 
the  retention  of  the  privilege. 

Mr.  ATH  ERTON  observed  that,  prior  to  1833, 
the  frjinking  privilege  was  only  extended  to  mem- 
bers of  Congress  during  each  session  of  Congress, 
and  for  sixty  days  before  and  sixty  days  after. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  .said  it  would  be  desirable 
that  the  Senator  from  Tennessee  should  divide  the 
question.  His  aineiidiiient  first  related  to  heads 
of  Departments,  public  officers,  and  members  of 
Congress;  and  the  rest  to  deputy  postmasters. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  first  branch; 
and  it  was  rejected — ayes  10,  noes  16. 

The  qui'stion  then  being  on  the  second  branch — 
that  relating  to  deputy  postmasters, 

Mr.  ATCHISON  ob.served  that,  so  far  as  his 

observation  had  extended  throughout  the  West, 

the  country  po.st  offices  were  generally  established 

at  cross  roads,  in   little  grocery  stores,  or  stores 

of  peddling  wares,  for  the  solo  accommodation  of 

those  dealers  themselves,  and  not  because  it  was 

any  special  advantage  to  the  neighborhood.     He 

therel^ire  imagined  that  the  effect  of  substituting 

a  small  salary  for  the  franking  privilege  would  not 

1  be  to  alter  the  number  of  siiinll  post  offices,  but 

i  to  change  the  postmasters.     The  change  in  most 

I  instances  would  be  salutary,  fur  it  woulil  be  found 


that,  in  the  neighborhood  where  a  post  office  was 
most  desirable,  some  honest  farmer  would  always 
be  found  ready  to  fill  the  otiice,  for  the  benefit  of 
his  jieighbors,  even  without  pay. 

The  second  branch  of  the  tunendmcnt  was 
rejected. 

"Mr.  WOODBURY  moved  to  amend  the  eighth 
section  in  the  fifth  line,  by  niserling  after  the  word 
"receive,"  the  words  "during  each  session  of 
Congress."  He  cxpUined  that  the  effirct  would 
be  to  restrict  the  reception  of  matter  free  of  post- 
age by  ineinbeis  of  Congress,  and  the  officers  of 
both  Houses,  to  the  sessions  of  Congress,  anil 
not  to  the  whole  year,  thereby  making  the  eighth 
section  correspond  with  the  ninth,  as  amended 
by  his  colleague. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  wishing  to  take  this 
opportunity  of  expressing  his  views  on  the  merits 
of  the  bill,  staled  them  at  considerable  length. 
He  was  lor  reducing  the  rates  of  postage,  and  for 
abating  the  franking  privilege.  He  approved  of 
the  pending  amendment,  anil  would  vote  for  it. 

The  Secretary  then  read  the  eighth  section  as 
proposed  to  be  amended  by  Mr.  WooDBUitv;  and 
the  question  being  taken,  the  amendment  was 
adopted — ayes  19,  noes  10. 

Mr.  SEMPLE  moved  to  amend  the  same  sec- 
tion and  same  line,  by  in.serting  after  the  word 
"  receive,"  the  words  "  and  send."  The  effect 
would  be  to  allow  members  of  Congress,  and  the 
officers  of  both  Houses  to  send  as  well  as  re- 
ceive mail  matter  during  each  session  of  Con- 
gress If  the  amendment  was  adopted,  he  would 
move  to  strike  out  the  ninth  section. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  suggested  that  this  was 
substantially  the  same  proposition  as  that  mada 
by  the  Senator  from  Tennessee,  and  which  was 
rejected. 

"Mr.  SEMPLE  observed  that,  if  such  was  the 
fact,  he  would  withdraw  his  motion. 

,The  amendment  was  withdrawn. 

Mr.  SEMPLE  now,  as  a  test  of  the  sense  of 
the  Senate  on  the  sulyect  of  the  franking  privi- 
lege to  members  of  Congress,  moved  to  strike 
out  the  ninth  section  of  the  bill;  and  on  this  ques- 
tion he  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were 
ordi-red. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  this  motion; 
and  resulted — yeas  11,  nays  23;  as  follows: 

Vl-'A.S— Messrs.  Atherton,  Breese,  Ituchanan,  Fairfield, 
Haywood,  Henderson,  Huger,  Mclluirie,  Porter,  Seaiple, 
uaii  VVriBlit— U. 

N.-\Y."*— Messrs.  Allen,  Archer.  Atchison,  ItaRliy,  Bar- 
row, Hates,  Bayard,  (;hoate,  Clayton,  l-ivans,  Foster,  Kul- 
ton.  Haiine;<aii,  Jarna^in,  Merrick.  Miller,  Sevier,  riira- 
itions,  Stiirftuuii,  Upiiaiu,  White,  Wooilbridge,  ami  VVood- 
hury — 23. 

Mr.  BREESE  moved  to  amend  the  first  section 
of  the  bill  in  the  tenth  line,  by  inserting,  after  the 
words  "for  conveying  tlie  same,"  the  words 
"  for  all  distances  five  cents,  and  no  more;"  and 
to  make  such  alterations  in  the  section  as  were 
rendered  necessary  by  that  amendment.  He  ex- 
plained that  his  object  was  to  amend  the  bill  in 
conformity  with  the  instructions  of  the  State  Le- 
gislature of  Illinois,  so  as  to  have  a  uniform  rate 
of  postage  of  five  cents  per  half  ounce  for  all  dis- 
tances. He  urged  many  arguments  in  favor  of  a 
low  and  uniform  rate  of  postage,  of  the  abolition 
of  the  franking  privilege,  and  of  tlie  establishment 
of  the  system  of  prepaying  letters.  He  felt  satis- 
fied that,  by  going  at  once  to  the  lOot  of  the  dis- 
ease, such  a  reform  could  be  accomplished  as 
would  effectually  resuscitate  the  revenues  of  the 
Department  and  give  universal  satisfaction  to  the 
pi'Ojile.  Anything  short  of  this  would  be  wholly 
iiiaiiequate  to  effect  such  a  reform  as  the  public 
expected.  With  regard  to  the  proposition  he  had 
moved,  to  reduce  the  rale  to  five  cents  per  half 
ounce  for  all  distances,  he  had  acted  in  conform- 
ity to  the  instructions  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
Suite  of  Illinois.  His  own  .seiitimenis  were  some- 
what diirereiil.  He  believed  a  reduction  ought  to 
be  made  to  two  cents,  and  that  it  would  be  a  moro 
productive  rate  than  any  other  that  could  be 
adopted. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  renewed  his  motion  to  post- 
pone indefinitely  the  bill;  for  he  was  satisfied  no 
good  could  result  from  it,  in  the  absence  of  proper 
information  on  the  subject.  He  gave  notice  tliat 
he  would  not  withdraw  his  motion. 

On  the  question  of  indefiniie  postponement  a 
brief  discussion  ensued,  in  which  Messrs.  FOS- 
TER, MERRICK,  ATCHISON,  BREESE, 
McDUFFIE,  ALLEN.and  PORTER,  took  part. 
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Mr.  McDrFFIE,  on  condition  that  the  vote 
on  his  motion  would  be  taken  thia  evening,  con- 
sented to  withdraw  it  for  the  present. 

The  motion  to  nostpone»indefinitcly  was;  by 
general  assent,  witndrawn. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  Mr.  Breese's 
motion  to  make  the  uniform  rate  of  postage  for  all 
distances  five  cents;  and  on  this  question  the  yeas 
and  nays  were  called  for,  and  ordered. 

Mr.  SIMMONS  expressed  it  as  his  opinion 
that  the  proposed  reduction  would  increase  very 
considerably  the  revenue  of  the  Department. 

Mr.  MERRICK  said  it  subverted  all  the  cal- 
culations of  the  Post  Office  Committee,  and  was 
an  experiment  pregnant  with  danger.  He  hoped 
the  amendment  would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  ALLEN  made  a  short  explanation  in  re- 
lation to  what  he  had  saidon  the  question  of  post- 
ponement. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  did  not  approve  of  the  re- 
duction to  the  extent  proposed  by  the  amendment; 
for  he  feared  the  result  would  be  to  make  the 
Department  a  burden  upon  the  Treasury.  He 
was  willing  to  try  the  experiment  proposed  by 
the  bill,  but  not  to  go  so  far  as  the  amendment 
proposed. 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays 
on  Mr.  Bbeese's  amendment;  and  resulted — yeas 
6,  nays  34;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Brcese,  Francia,  Semple,  Siminona, 
Wnlker,  Wiibjbridge— 6. 

NAYtJ— Mesaw.  Allen,  Archer,  Atchlaon,  Atherton, 
Bagby,  BArrow,  Bales,  Bnyard,  Buchanan,  Chonic,  Clay- 
ion,  Colquitt,  £vaiif>,  Fairfield,  Fottter.  Fiiltnn,  Hanneeaii, 
Ilaywoud,  Huger,  liunllngtnn,  Jnrnngin,  McDuflie,  ftian- 
cum,  Merrkk,  Miller,  Moreheod,  Pcarce,  Porter,  Sovler, 
Tappan,  Upham,  White,  Woodbury,  and  Wright— 34. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  SEMPLE  proceeded  to  amend  the  seventh 
section,  eighth  line,  by  striking  out  the  word 
"  packages."  He  explained  that  the  object  was 
to  prevent  packages  of  unlimited  weight  being 
sent  by  mail. 

Mr.MERRICK  explained  that  another  section 
of  the  bill  provided  that  no  package  exceeding 
three  pounds  should  be  sent  by  the  mail. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  moved  to  amend  the  first 
section  of  the  bill  by  striking  out  from  part  of  the 
sixth  to  the  end  of  the  thirteenth  liuc,and  insert- 
iDg  the  following: 

Upon  ever)'  letter  In  nianuncript,  or  pnpcr  of  any  Icind, 
being  a  HlnEle  sheet  and  not  exceeding  in  ivolcht  one  half 
nn  ounce,  by  or  upon  which  Inrormntitin  shall  be  ai>ked  or 
cniumuiiicnted  In  wrltinti.  or  by  marks  and  sl^ns,  there  shall 
be  chnrjfed  and  collected  lor  conveyinf  liie  same  any  dis- 
tance nut  exceeding  one  liuiiUrcd  andfilYy  niilefi,  live  cents; 
and  for  any  distance  exceeding  one  hundred  and  dflymltes 
and  not  exceeding  three  hundred  iiiile!i,  ten  cenbt ;  and  Cor 
any  distance  exceeding  three  hundred  inllcs  and  not  ex- 
ceeding five  Itundred  uiilefl,  Attcen  centd ;  and  for  any 
distance  exceeding  five  liuudred  milea,  twenty  cent^. 

He  explained  that  the  object  of  making  the 
distance  for  five  cents  one  hundred  and  lifty  miles, 
was  to  put  down  successfully  the  priviUe  expresses 
interfering  with  the  revenue  of  tlie  Department. 

Mr.  MERRICK  said  the  object  of  the  commit- 
tee was  not  to  place  the  Government  in  a  position 
of  competing  with  private  expresses;  but  to  sat- 
isfy the  public  of  the  just  intentions  of  the  Gov- 
crnment,and  tliti-ebyto  curry  public  opinion  with 
it,  in  its  elTorts  to  put  down  by  law  private  ex- 
presses. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  explained  that  he  was  as 
much  in  favor  of  putting  down,  with  the  high 
hand  of  the  law,  the  violators  of  the  Post  Office 
rights, as  the  Post  Office  Committee  poasibl;  -oultl 
be.  He  would  go  as  fur  as  any  one  to  put  down 
illegal  expresses,  and  all  violators  of  the  laws. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  on  this 
amendment,  and  ordered. 

Mr.  EVANS  thought  this  a  very  impmtant 
amendment,  and  therefore  required  some  consid- 
eration. He  feared  it  proposed  too  great  ii  reduc- 
tion in  the  lower  rates  of  postagi;,  and  not  enough 
in  the  higher  rates.  He  thought  some  graduated 
scale  could  be  adopted  which  would  be  much 
more  eflectuni  than  anything  yet  proposed.  He 
had  prepared  an  amcndmiMit  hiin^lf,  and  would 
suggest  that  it  be  read  now,  with  a  view  that 
both  it  and  that  of  the  Senator  from  Indiana  might 
be  ordered  to  be  printed,  betwi.-en  this  and  to- 
morrow morning.  It  would  be  best,  he  thought, 
in  that  case,  at  this  late  hour,  to  adjourn.  He 
stated  the  nature  of  his  proposition,  and  t:it>  rea- 
soiis  which  had  induced  him  to  select  the  respect- 


ive rates  he  proposed.  His  proposition  was: 
three  cents  for  thirty  miles;  five  cents  for  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty  miles;  ten  cents  for  four  hundred 
miles;  and  for  all  greater  distances,  fifteen  cents. 
He  would  also  accommodate  those  who  write 
on  coarse  paper,  no  matter  how  large  the  sheet 
might  be,  by  making  a  single  sheet  subject  to 
only  single  posnige;  and  to  accommodate  those 
who  write  on  thin,  light  paper,  and  send  bank 
notes  as  inclosures,  he  would  make  one  fourth  of 
an  ounce  chargeable  with  only  single  postage. 
The  following  was  his  amendment: 

That  there  shall  be  charged,  In  lieu  of  the  rates  of  post- 
age now  established  by  law,  the  following  rates,  viz:  for 
every  single  letter  conveyed  any  distance  under  thirty  miles, 
three  cents  ;  lor  thirty  and  under  one  hundred  and  eighty 
miles,  live  cents;  over  one  hundred  and  eighty  and  under 
four  hundred  miles,  ten  cents;  over  four  hundred  utiles, 
filleen  cents;  and  for  a  double  letter,  double  these  rates; 
and  fur  a  treble  letter,  treble  these  rates  ;  and  for  a  quad- 
ruple letter,  qu.idruple  tlicse  rates;  and  every  parcel  com- 
posed of  due  piece  of  paper,  or  which  does  not  exceed  one 
quarter  of  nn  ounce  in  weight,  shall  be  considered  a  Mingle 
letter ;  and  every  parcel  composed  of  not  more  than  two 
pieces  of  paper,  or  not  exceediugone  half  ounce  in  weight, 
shall  be  deemed  a  double  letter;  and  every  parcel  contain- 
ing not  more  than  four  piece--*  of  paper,  or  not  weighing 
over  one  ounce,  sliall  be  considered  a  fjundruple  letter; 
and  for  every  additional  quarter  of  an  ounce,  beyond  one 
ounce  ill  weight,  the  addiUunal  postii^e  of  a  single  letter 
ahall  be  added. 

Mr.  MERRICK  objected,  with  regard  to  the 
amendments  of  the  Senators  from  Indiana  and 
Maine,  to  the  increase  of  the  distance  for  the  five 
cents  rate,  and  to  any  lower  rate  than  five  cents 
for  any  distance, 

Mr.  SEVIER  was  opposed  to  this  interminable 
discussion.  He  wished  to  know  when  it  was  to 
be  brought  to  an  end.  It  was  an  obstruction  to 
all  other  business,  without  making  any  progress 
itself.  He  hoped  it  would  be  brought  to  a  close 
one  way  or  the  other  without  further  delay. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FOSTER,  the  Senate  then 
adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wedkesdat,  ^pril  17,  1844. 

Mr.  WELLER  presented  a  memorial  of  a  oon- 
vention  of  delegates,  chosen  by  general  election, 
of  the  inhabitanu  of  the  city  of  Washington,  for 
the  purpose  of  revising  the  charter  of  said  city, 
praying  the  adoption  of  *'a  bill  to  continue,  alter, 
and  amend,  the  charter  of  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton," prepared  by  said  convention,  and  accom- 
fianying  the  said  roemoiial;  which  memorial  was 
aid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  ADAMS  presented  a  memorial  of  sundry 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  in  attendance  upon 
the  meetings  held  in  the  city  of  Washington,  iu 
March  last,  for  the  promotion  of  science,  praying 
for  aid  to  enable  the  National  Institute  to  pre- 
serve its  collections,  «id  extend  its  usefulness; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Li- 
brary. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  called  for  the  orders 
of  the  day;  which  was  agreed  to,  after  a  brief 
conversation,  in  which  several  members  took 
part. 

REPORiy  FKOM  COMMITTEES. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  the  orders  of  the 
day  for  the  morning  hour  to  be  the  call  for  re- 
ports from  committees. 

Mr.  McKAV,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  to  whom  were  referred  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  current  and  contingent  expenses  of 
the  Indian  department,  and  for  fulfilling  treaty 
stipulations  with  the  various  Indian  trilies,  for  the 
fiscal  year  commencing  nn  the  Ist  day  of  July, 
'1844,  and  ending  on  the  .30th  day  of  June,  1845, 
reported  the  same  without  amendment,  and  rec- 
ommended that  the  House  disagree  to  all  except 
the  second  of  the  said  amendments. 

The  bill  and  amcndnicnts  were  committed  to  the 
Comraitteeof  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  McKAY,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  service 
(if  the  Post  Office  Department  for  the  fiscal  year 
eniling  June  30,  1845;  wiiich  was  rend  a  first  and 
.second  time,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  it  was 

Ordered,  Tiiat  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be  dis- 
charged from  the  crjUHideratioit  of  the  meiuori.-il  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  in  retatlon  to  reifnact- 
iug  the  preiiraptiun  laws,  and  that  it  tic  laid  on  tlie  table. 


Mr.  FRENCH,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of 
the  House  of  the  28th  of  February  lost,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  claim  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  for 
keeping  in  close  confinement  convicts  of  the  Fed- 
eitil  court  for  the  district  of  Kentucky,  made  a 
report  thereon,  accompanied  by  an  amendment  to 
the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and 
diplomatic  expenses  of  the  Government  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1845. 

The  amendment  was  committed  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  fhe  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  FRENCH,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary ,  made  a  report  upon  the  petition  of  M«p- 
lius  V.  Thompson,  executor  of  Miles  W.  Dickej, 
accompanied  by  u  bill  for  his  relief. 

The  bill  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  COLLAMER,  from  the  Committee  on 
Manufactures,  reported  the  following  resolution; 
which ,  under  the  rule,  lies  one  day  upon  the  table: 

Remlved,  Tliat  the  extra  number  of  tea  thnasud  copies 
of  the  report  of  said  coiilmiuee,  on  the  aubject  of  naao- 
factures,  made  to  the  preseut  CongreAi,  be  printed  ftg  Um 
use  t}f  the  members. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  C.  JOHNSON,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Indian  Alftin  be  dU- 
cliarged  from  the  consideration  ofUie  memorial  oftbere^ 
resentatives  and  head-i  of  families  nf  two  tbousand  fire 
hundred  Cherokee  Indian-^,  known  as  the  *^  Treaty  putj," 
In  rotation  to  an  examination  of  the  accounts  and  expead- 
IturCB  uf  money  under  tlic  treaty  of  tB35-36  with  the  Cbtt- 
okecs  ;  and  also  from  ttie  memorial  of  John  Itogeiv,  J»n 
Car}',  and  Tlioma^  L.  Rogers,  chiefs  and  bead  men  of  die 
Cherokees,  in  behalf  of  themselves  and  the  Cherokee  old 
settlers  west  of  Uie  MUsi^sippI,  in  relation  to  the  sri{iB 
and  liistnr>-  of  their  government  west  of  the  Mississippi. 
the  removal  of  Intruders,  and  reparation  for  injariei;  ua 
thatUie  memorial  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  HARDIN,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary AflTairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  ts 
establish  an  armory  at  the  city  of  Massac,  in  (ke 
State  of  Illinois,  reported  an  amendatory  bill, 
accompanied  by  a  report  in  writing;  which  wu 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  th< 
state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  VINTON,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Jn- 
diciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate  to  amend  an  act  entitled  **  An  act  to  estab- 
lish the  northern  boundary  line  of  the  State  of 
Ohio,  and  to  provide  for  the  admission  of  the 
State  of  Michigan  into  the  Union,  upon  the  con- 
ditions therein  expressed,"  approved  June  15, 
1836,  reported  the  same  without  amendnuni; 
and  he  moved  that  it  be  put  upon  its  passage, 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Wisconsin,  rose  and  itsted 
that  the  confusion  and  noise  in  the  House  wu 
such  that  be  did  not  hear  the  title  of  the  bill;  nor 
did  he  suppose  that  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Vinton]  would  move  to  put  this  bill  on  its 
passage  at  the  time  of  reporting  it  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary.  He  slated  that  the  bill 
was  one  of  importance  to  the  Territory  which  he 
had  the  honor  to  represent;  and  he  claimed  to  be 
heard  upon  it.  He  therefore  moved  that  the  bill 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union.  The  Legislature  of  Wis- 
consin had  spoken  on  this  subject;  and  he  pro- 
tested against  any  action  on  this  bill  until  the 
subject  could  be  fairly  presented  and  duly  con- 
sidered. 

Adersome  conversation,  in  which  various  mem- 
bers took  part,  the  bill  was  committed  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BARRINGER,  it  wss 

Ordered,  That  the  Cninmiltee  on  Naval  AITain  be  St- 
charged  from  the  consideration  of  the  memoiial  o^  Darld 
Myerlc,  and  that  it  do  lie  nn  the  table. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL,  from  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Afiaira,  reported  a  bill  to  provide  for 
the  ascertainment  of  claims  for  spoliations  prior 
to  the  31st  July,  1801;  which  was  readafirstond 
second  time,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  WHITE,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  le»nl  represent- 
atives of  Richard  W.  Meade;  which  was  read  t 
first  and  second  time,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HOUSTON,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Teiritorio  be  ** 
citarged  from  llie  considemtion  of  the  luemoriats  fnns  lie 
Lcgti'lature  of  the  Territnr)-  of  Inwa,  for  a  donation  i>f  Isia 
for  a  seiniiinry  of  learning  at  West  Point,  in  Leecoonlyi 
and  for  an  additional  land  office  at  Iowa  City  ;  also,  tflxa 
the  memorial  of  the  trustees  of  the  academy  at  Ualncyf  *■ 
Florida,  fur  a  grant  of  land ;  and  that  said  peUdoos  be  Iu 
Uiion  the  table. 
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Mr.  McDowell,  from  Uie  Committee  on 
Militiiry  Afiiiirs,  niadu  nn  iicIvltsc  report  upon 
the  potiiiori  of  ciL)/.>  iih  of  Nia^aru  county,  t\t:w 
York,  lov  tlio  iiii|iroveni('nt  ol"  the  barracks  at 
Korl  Nini^iU'a;  which  was  laid  uyon  the  table. 

On  motion  -if  Mr.  PARMENTER,  it  was 

OrrfCTCt,  Ttial  the  Ctmiiiiilfc  nn  N.-ivnl  Atlnirs  be  dis- 
etlitr^ed  I'rrtiM  Ibe  coiisitlcralinn  ol'llic  reinonstriincn  ol' cit- 
izens (It"  Cnhiiiibiniin  county,  tthiii,  a:^un^t  rni  lncrcn.se  of 
the  Navy  :  ul.so,  Troiu  llic  considoration  of  Uic  resolution 
of  llic  linas,!  in  relation  to  the  naval  reirrvatioa  at  the 
navy-yaril  nt  IVnsacoIa,  in  Floritla  ;  al^n,  trout  Ihi"  consiil- 
eration  of  I  lie  rt-vsolnliou  of  the  llnusc  in  relation  to  the  pay 
orcotninis.sion<--ilniricorr  in  tin-  Jiiilli'il  islates  marine  corp.s  ; 
and  tliali;aid  rjinon^trancc^j  and  rcifolutimis  do  lie  ol  the 
tabic. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SMITH,  of  New  York,  it 
was 

Ordcrcif,  That  the  Contuilttee  on  Invalid  Pensions  be 
diftcharccj  from  the  ftirlher  consideration  of  the  petition  of 
Geor^'c  Neivton,  aiu)  that  it  he  laid  npo:i  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  BRINKERIIOFF,  it  was 

Ordcral,  That  the  tjonunittee  on  hivalul  Pensions  be 
discharged  froia  the  consideration  of  the  p<-tillon  of  the 
widow  of  Joliu  Scliooler,  and  tliat  it  be  laid  upon  tlie 
tabic. 

Mr.  BURKE,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Li- 
brary, matjc  a  report  upon  tiie  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  State  in  relation  to  pi  iiitiiij;  un  ad- 
ditional number  of  copies  of  docutTients  printed 
by  ConsjresB,  accompanied  i)y  a  joi.ii  ri'.so]iition 
(No.  25)  providing  for  the  printing  of  additional 
copies  of  tlie  Jouinols  and  public  document.s; 
which  resolution  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  to-day;  and 
the  said  resolution  being  eiigros.sed,  was  accord- 
iliffly  read  tiie  third  time, and  passed. 

Mr.  KING,  of  New  York,  fiom  the  Commit- 
tee on  ComnVbrcD,  made  nn  adverse  report  upon 
the  petition  of  James  Mcintyre;  whicii  was  laid 
upon  the  table 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  a 
joint  resolution  (No.  26)  in  relation  to  certain 
property  purchased  for  tlie  use  of  the  United 
States,  at  the  port  of  Bath,  in  the  State  of  Maine; 
■wliich  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time  to-day;  and  being 
engios8ed,it  wasaccordingly  read  the  third  time, 
and  passeii. 

HOME  SQUADKON. 

The  committees  having  all  been  called  for  re- 
ports, the  next  business  in  order  was  the  resolu- 
tion offered  by  the  gentleman  from  New  Hamp- 
shire in  relation  to  lite  home  squadron. 

JAMES  RANKIN. 

Mr.  ST.  JOHN  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
withdraw  from  the  files  the  petition  of  James 
Rankin,  presented  by  him  a  few  days  ago.  The 
testimony  on  whicli  he  relied  to  snpport  the 
prayer  of  the  petition  was  parol  testimony;  and 
the  person  who  was  to  have  testified  had  left  the 
city. 

TIME  OF  nOLDINQ  ELECTIONS. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rules,  in  order  to  take  up  the  bill  regulating  the 
time  for  holding  elections,  &c.;  but  at  the  sug- 
gestion of  Mr.  McKat,  he  gave  way  for  a  mo- 
tion that  the  resolution  standing  first  in  order  be 
postponed,  and  that  the  House  proceed  with  the 
consideration  of  the  next  business,  being  the  bill 
for  the  iinprovemciit  of  certain  harbors  and  rivers. 

DELINCjCENT  MEMBERS. 

Mr.  POTTER,  of  Ohio,  moved  a  suspension 
of  the  rules,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  offer  the 
following  resolution: 

Hesotced,  That  on  each  day  hereafter,  during  the  se5!>ion 
of  (.'oliurosd,  llic  t;lerk,  at  half  pnst  eleven  oVIock,  fllinll 
proceed  to  call  the  roll  of  the  IIouhi',  and  that  the  pay  of 
f^ach  delinquent  member,  for  each  day  lie  Hlmll  be  absent, 
Bhail  be  dedueied  I'roia  his  ;ier  difin  allowance  bv  the 
Bpl'iker,  unless,  by  the  order  of  tile  llou.ie,  he  be  excused. 

The  motion  was  lost. 

JERKMIAII  8MITII,  JR. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa,  offered  the  following 
resolution;  which  wits  considered, and  agreed  to: 

R«o(i«l,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested to  inform  this  House  why  the  sum  of  S-I0,0fl0, 
appropriated  at  the  last  session  of  C'oiii;ri;s8  to  Jeremiah 
,*Sniith,  jr.,  has  nor  been  paldtohlin;  and  whether  any  fur- 
llier,  and  if  hO,  what,  action  will  be  necessary  on  the  part 
uf  Congress  to  enable  said  SailUi  to  draw  bis  aioney. 

WESTERN  HARBOR  BILL. 

The  question  was  then  put  upon  postponing 


the  previous  orders  and  taking  up  the  harbor  bill, 
and  carried. 

The  bill  for  the  improvementof  certain  harbors 
and  rivers  (we-stern)  was  then  taken  up;  theques- 
tion  being  on  tlie  second  to  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  submiltctJ  whether  the  east- 
ern harbor  and  river  bill,  on  which  he  was  enti- 
tled to  the  floor — he  having  given  way  for  an 
adjournment  while  addressing  the  House  when 
the  subject  W'as  last  up — had  not  the  precedence. 

The  SPEAKER  sold  that  the  western  harbor 
bill,  having  been  the  firslposlponed,  was  the  first 
in  order. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  requested  his  colleague  to 
withdraw  the  motion  for  the  previous  question; 
and  stated,  as  a  reason  for  making  that  request, 
that  he  was  absent,  from  indisposition,  when  the 
subject  wnsdebateti,  and  some  remarks  were  then 
made,  and  some  action  taken  by  the  House,  in 
relation  to  an  object  of  internal  improvement  in 
which  he  feltn  de<^jiinterest,and  which  he  thought 
worthy  the  attention  of  Congress. 

Mr.'WENTWORTH  withdrew  the  call  for 
the  jirevious  question. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  said  he  hoped  he  would  be 
indulged  in  o  few  remarks  before  the  question 
was  taken.  He  did  not  desire  to  go  into  a  dis- 
cussion of  the  merits  of  the  bill  in  all  its  bearings, 
nor  of  the  propriety  of  a  general  system  of  inter- 
nal improvements  by  the  General  Government. 
The  first  of  these  questions  hod  been  sufliciently 
discussed  some  days  since  in  the  Comniiltee  of 
the  Whole;  and  the  latter,  he  had  hoped,  had 
been  finally  settled  by  the  general  voice  of  the 
nation.  There  was  one  branch  of  the  subject, 
however,  to  which  he  wished  to  invite  tiie  especial 
attention  of  the  House.  There  are  various  gen-* 
tiemen  herewho  oppose  this  bill  on  constitutional 
grounds,  and  claim  that  they  are  sustained  in  that 
opposition  by  the  opinions  and  principles  of  Gen- 
eral Jackson,  as  set  forth  in  Ins  veto  and  other 
messages.  Acting  under  this  erroneous  impres- 
sion, they  boldly  charge  the  friends  of  the  bill  with 
a  departure  from  the  old  republican  doctrines 
upon  this  subject,  and  an  attempted  revival  of  the 
wild  and  e.xtravagaiit  schemes  of  internal  im- 
provement which  were  crushed  and  exploded  by 
the  power  of  General  Jackson 's  vetoes,  sanctioned 
and  ratified  by  the  approbation  of  the  American 
people.  He  would  be  able  to  show  clearly,  and 
beyond  dispute,  by  reference  to  his  vetoes  and 
other  messages,  that,  so  far  from  General  Jack- 
son ever  having  opposed  works  of  the  kind  pro- 
vided for  in  the  bill  iition  constitutional  grounds, 
he  expressly  afHrmeti  their  constitutionality,  ac- 
knowledged their  utility,  and  gave  them  the 
weight  of  his  authority,  by  signing  bills  making 
liberal  appropriations  lor  those  purposes.  It  was 
certainly  unnecessary  for  him  to  particularize,  by 
title  aniT  date,  the  numerous  laws  approved  by 
that  distinguished  statesman  and  patriot,  making 
appropriations  for  the  rivers  and  harbors.  These 
were  annually  made,  as  a  matter  of  course,  among 
the  regular  iippropriotions.  Nor  were  these  ap- 
propriations for  harbors  and  rivers  confined  to 
tide-water;  they  extended  through  the  whole  line 
of  the  northern  lakes  and  down  the  rivers  of  the 
Mississippi  valley.  We  may  contend,  and  with 
great  force,  that  these  appropriations  for  the  in- 
land waters  were  not  made  with  as  liberal  a  hand 
as  justice  required;  and  that  the  West  did  not  re- 
ceive lier  just  proportion  of  the  moneys  that  were 
applied  to  those  objects;  still  these  laws  were 
sufficiently  numerous  to  sustain  and  confirm  the 
con.'ftitutional  principle  involved  in  them. 

But  the  opinions  of  General  Jackson  upon  this 
subject  are  not  left  to  the  inference  resulting  from 
his  signature  of  approval  to  those  appropriations. 
His  messages — yes,  even  those  very  veto  mes- 
sages to  whicli  the  opponents  of  the  harbor  and 
river  interests  have  so  frequently  referred,  with- 
out reading  them  —  expressly  acknowledge  the 
constitutionality  and  usefulness  of  these  improve- 
ments, and  draw  the  line  of  distinction  between 
them  and  that  gigantic  Quixotic  scheme  which 
was  about  to  involve  the  nation  in  irredeemable, 
hopeless  bankruptcy  and  ruin,  when  it  exploded 
and  disappeared  before  the  breath  of  the  Mays- 
ville  veto.  That  system  consisted  of  roads,  turn- 
pikes, railways,  canals — artificial  works  in  the 
several  States,  local  in  their  character  and  sec- 
tional in  their  benefits.  In  many  of  them  the  Uni- 
ted States  Government  was  to  subscribe  stock  in 
the  private  companies  chartered  by  the  several 


States,  and  thus  become  partners,  joint  stock- 
holders with  speculators  and  stockjobbers  in  all 
the  mad,  reckless  schemes  of  the  day.  To  show 
the  alarming  progress  which  this  system  was 
making  at  tlie  time  it  was  arrested  by  General 
Jackson's  veto,  Mr.  D.  read  the  following  from 
the  President's  (Jackson's)  annual  messoge  to 
Congress,  December  2,  1834: 

"  When  the  bill  nnihnri7.iai{  a  subscription  on  the  part 
of  the  United  Stiiles  for  stock  In  thcMaysvitle  and  Lexing- 
ton Turnpike  t'oinjiany  p.-i-ssed  the  iwd  Houses,  there  had 
been  reported  by  the  tJoaiinitlees  on  Internal  Iniprovementa 
bills  eontainlii'.;  a|ipropropriatioiis  for  such  objects,  exclu- 
sive of  the  Cuiiiherhind  road,  and  for  harbors  and  liithl- 
iKiuses,  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  and  six  million  dol- 
lars. In  this  amount  was  included  nnthorily  to  tlie  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  subscribe  for  the  stock  of  dllTerent 
coinpanlesto  a  irreal  extent,  and  the  residue  was  prinel- 
pally  for  the  direct  construction  of  roads  by  tiiis  Govern- 
ment. In  addition  to  these  projects  which  have  been 
presented  to  the  two  Houses  under  the  sanctioifandreconi- 
inendntioii  of  iheir  re.pectlve  C'omftilllees  on  Internal  Im- 
nroveinenls,  there  were  then  still  pending  before  the  eom- 
mittees.  and  in  nieninrials  to  <.'ongress,  presented  but  not 
referied,  ditrerent  projects  for  works  of  asiinilnr  character, 
the  expense  of  which  cannot  be  estiinaied  with  certainty, 
but  must  have  exceeded  one  hundred  million  dollars. *' 

One  hundred  and  six  million  dollars  reported  at 
one  sessit^n  of  Congress,  and  application  made 
forSIOO,000,Of)0  more !  This  presents  an  epitome 
of  the  nature  and  extent  of  that  system  which 
geiiilenieii  have  seen  proper  to  compare  to  the 
small  (and  he  had  almost  said  niggardly)  appro- 
priatioiiH  in  this  liiile  bill  prnviding  for  the  nar- 
uors  and  rivers.  Not  one  of  the  objects  provided 
for  in  this  bill  comes  within  the  constitutional  re- 
striction in  either  of  General  Juck.son's  veto  mes- 
sages. The  fir.st  of  those  vetoes  (ihc  Maysville 
road  Will)  is  confined  entirely  to  the  making  of 
roads  and  canals  within  the  limits  of  a  State,  and 
claiming  territorial  jurisdiction  over  them  to  the 
exclusion  of  State  authority;  or  to  the  appropri- 
ation of  money  to  such  works  prosecuted  under 
the  .State  nntlioritv  withoutaiiy  control  over  them 
on  the  part  of  the  l^ideral  Government.  To  show 
that  he  had  stated  General  Jackson's  position 
correctly,  Mr.  D.  read  the  following  from  his 
Maysville  road  veto: 

"  The  constitutional  jsiwer  of  the  Federal  Government 
to  constructor  prosecute  works  of  jnteriial  improvement 
presents  itself  in  two  points  of  view  ;  the  hrst  as  bearing 
upon  Ihesoverelttnty  of  tlie  States  tvilhin  whose  limits  tiielr 
execution  is  contemplated,  if  jurisdiction  of  the  territory 
which  tliey  may  occupy  be  claimed  as  necessary  to  their 
preservation  and  use ;  the  second  as  assertinit  tlie  simple 
right  to  appropriate  from  the  national  TreiLsiiry  in  aid  of 
such  works,  when  undertaken  by  State  autliority,  surren- 
dering the  claim  of  jiirisdietiun." 

If  doubts  still  exist  whether  this  veto  message 
was  intended  to  be  restricted  to  roads  and  canaui, 
as  contradistinguished  from  the  navigable  rivers 
and  harbors,  every  shadow  of  doubt  must  be  dis- 
pelled when  we  come  to  read  that  part  of  the  an- 
nual message  of  December,  1834,  which  relates  to 
this  subject.     He  read  the  following  extracts: 

"The  questions  which  have  arisen  upon  thta  subject 
have  related : 

"  1.  To  the  pOKuT  of  mnkinit  Internal  Improvements 
within  the  limiis  of  a  State,  with  ttie  right  of  territorial 
jurisdiction,  sulTicient  at  lea^t  for  their  preservaUon  and 
use. 

"  0.  To  the  rifht  of  approprl.atlnK  money  in  aid  of  such 
works,  when  carried  on  by  a  State,  or  by  a  company  in  vir- 
tue of  a  State  authority,  surrendering  the  claim  of  juria- 
dlcllon  ;  and 

"3.  To  the  /iropriett/ of  appropriations  for  Improvements 
of  a  particular  class,  \"i/.:  for  light-houses,  beacons,  buoys, 
public  piers,  and  for  the  removal  of  sand-bars,  sawyers, 
and  other  temporary'  and  partial  impediinentB  in  our  navi- 
gable rivers  and  harbors. *' 

The  peculiar  phraseology  in  which  this  classi- 
fication is  made,  clearly  indicates  the  opinion  of 
President  Jackson,  as  to  the  constitutional  power 
of  the  Federal  Government  over  the  different 
classes  of  works.  When  .ipeakin^  of  the  first 
class,  (relating  to  roads  :  mnals  in  the  States, 
with  the  right  of  territorial  jurisdiction,)  lie  says 
that  a  "  question  has  arisen"  as  "  (o  f/iepoicer" 
to  make  those  improvements.  Speaking  of  ap- 
propriations in  aid  of  those  works,  when  made 
oy  tiic  Slates,  he  says  that  "the  question  has 
arisen"  as  "  (o  the  right"  to  make  those  appro- 

firiations;  but,  when  lie  comes  to  the  rivers  and 
larbors,  the  question  relates  only  "  to  the  pro- 
priety" of  the  improvements.  The  "  power  is 
virtually  conceded,  the  "  right"  acknowledged, 
and  .I.e  "  propriety"  only  remains  to  be  inquired 
into.  The  President  thitn  proceeded  to  discuss 
the  first  proposition  respecting  the  power  to  make 
roads  and  canals,  with  the  right  of  territorial  ju- 
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risdiclion  in  the  Federal  Government;  and,  refer- 
ring to  liis  Maysville  road  veto,  said: 

"  I  iherelore  embraced  tliat  early  occnsion  to  npprlse  Con 
gress  that,  ia  my  opinion,  tlic  Constitution  did  not  confer 
upon  it  tlie  powertn  amtiorizeliieconslrurtion  of  ordinary 
roads  and  canals  within  llie  limits  of  a  State,  and  to  sny 
respectfully  that  no  bill  admitting  sucli  a  power  couid  re- 
ceive iny  olficial  sanction." 

Here  we  have  the  express  language  of  Genera^ 
Jackson  himself,  restricting  his  Maysville  road 
veto  to  "  ordinary  roads  and  canals  within  the 
limits  of  a  State. 

General  Jackson  next  proceeds  to  the  second 
class,  involving  the  right  of  Congress  to  appro- 
priate money  in  aid  of  such  works  when  cariicd 
on  by  a  State,  or  by  a  company  in  virtue  of  State 
authority,  surrendering  the  claim  of  jurisdiction, 
and  says: 

*'  So  thnrouchly  convinced  am  I  that  no  such  nppropri- 
utions  oughT  to  be  made  hy  Congress  until  a  suitable  con- 
Ftitulional  provision  Is  made  upon  tiie  subject,  and  so  es- 
Bential  do  1  repaid  the  |Hiint  to  the  Iiighest  interests  of  our 
country,  that  t  could  nut  consider  myself  as  discharging 
my  duly  to  my  cinistlluents  in  giving  the  executive  sanc- 
tion to  any  bill  contiitning  sucll  an  appropriatioi:." 

Having  disposed  of  the  first  two  propositions, 
relating  to  ordinary  roads  and  canals,  substan- 
tially the  same  as  he  did  in  his  iMaysvillc  road 
veto,  General  Jackson  proceeds  to  expiess  his 
opinions  in  regard  to  the  improvement  of  ournavi- 
gable  rivers  and  harbors.  Upon  this  branch  of 
the  subject,  Mr.  D.  read  the  following  Irom  the 
same  message: 

"  There  is  another  class  of  appropriations  for  what  may 
be  called,  without  impropriety,  internal  iinprovetnenls, 
wtiich  have  always  been  regarded  as  standing  upon  diiler- 
ent  grounds  fnnn  those  to  which  [  have  leferred.  1  allud:; 
to  such  38  have  tor  their  object  the  improvement  of  our 
harbors,  the  removal  of  partial  and  temporary  obstrfictions 
in  our  navigable  rivers  lor  tlie  fucility  and  security  of  our 
foreign  eo.iunerce.  'i'hc  grounds  upon  whicli  i  distin- 
guished appropriations  of  this  character  from  others,  have 
already  been  stated  to  Congress.  I  will  now  only  add  that, 
at  the  first  session  of  Congress  under  the  new  Constitution, 
it  was  provided  by  law  that  all  expenses  whicli  should 
accrue  from  and  alter  the  13th  day  of  August,  1769,  in  tlie 
necessary  support  and  inainteiiance  and  repairs  of  all  liglit- 
Iiouses,  beacons,  buoys,  and  public  piers,  erected,  placed, 
i>r  sunk  before  the  passage  of  the  act,  within  any  bay,  inlet, 
harbor,  or  port  of  the  United  Slates,  lor  renderii'ig  tiie  navi- 
gation thereof  easy  and  safe,  should  be  defrayed  out  of  tlie 
IVeasury  of  the  United  Htaies  :  and  further,  that  it  be  the 
duty  of  the  Secretary  of  liie  Treasury  to  provide,  by  con- 
tracLs,  with  the  approbation  of  the  President,  for  rebuild- 
ing, when  necessary,  and  keeping  in  good  repair  the  light- 
houses, beacons,  buoys,  and  public  piers  in  the  several 
States,  and  for  furnishing  them  with  supplier.  Appropri- 
ations for  similar  objects  have  been  continued  from  that 
time  to  the  present,  without  interruption  or  dispute.  Asa 
natural  consequence  of  tlie  increase  and  extension  of  our 
foreign  commerce,  ports  of  entry  and  delivery  haVe  been 
multiplied  and  established,  not  only  upon  our  seaboards, 
but  In  the  interior  of  the  country,  upon  our  lakes  and  navi- 
gable rivers.  The  convenience  and  safety  of  this  eommerce 
have  led  to  the  gradual  extension  of  tlicsu  expenditures; 
to  the  erection  of  light-houses ;  the  placing,  planting,  and 
rlnking  of  buoys,  beacons,  and  piers  ;  and  to  the  removal 
of  partial  and  temporary  obstructions  in  our  navigable 
rivers,  and  the  iiartmrs  ti|K)n  our  great  lakes,  as  well  as  on 
the  seaboard.  Although  1  have  expressed  to  Congress  my 
apprehension  that  these  expenditures  have  sometimes  been 
extravagant  and  disproportionate  to  the  advantages  to  be 
derived  Iroin  tiiein,  1  havitnol  fell  it  to  be  my  dulyto  refuse 
my  assent  to  bills  containing  such  appioprintions,  and  have 
contented  myself  to  t'oliow  iu  the  footsteps  of  all  my  prede- 
cessors." 

This  language  is  too  explicit  to  admit  of  mis- 
conception or  misconstruction.  After  pronounc- 
ing an  unequivocal  judgment  against  the  con- 
struction of  "ordinary  roads  and  canals"  by  this 
Government,  he  says  that  the  harbors  and  navi- 
gable rivers  "  have  always  been  regarded  as  stand- 
ing ujion  diflerent  grounds;"  that  "  the  grounds 
upon  whicli  I  [lie]  distinguished  appropriations 
of  this  character  from  others  have  already  been 
stated  to  Congi-ess;"  that  appropi-iations  for  ob- 
jects of  this  kind  weie  made  "  at  the  first  session 
of  Congress  under  the  new  Conslilution,"  and 
"  have  been  continued  from  that  time  to  the  pres- 
ent tdithttut  inlcrruplion  or  ilispule;"  and  that  "  I 
have  contented  myself  to  follow,  in  this  respect, 
in  the  footsteps  ofalt  <ny  predecessors."  Theallusion 
to  his  having,  on  a  former  occasion,  expressed  to 
Congress  his  reasons  for  legarding  appropriations 
for  the  navigable  rivers  and  harbors  as  coming 
within  the  constitittionnl  powers  and  appropriate 
duties  of  the  Federal  Government,  doubtless  re- 
fers to  his  annual  message  of  1830,  when  he  elab- 
orately discusses  the  whole  subject,  and  makes  a 
favorable  argument  in  favor  of  such  appropria- 
tions when  national  in  their  character  and  £eneral 
in  their  benefits. 

Mr.  D.  here  carefully  examined  all  of  General 
Jackson's  messages,  as  well  as  those  of  all  his 


predecessors  and  successors,  and  he  defied  any 
gentleman  to  point  out  the  first  sentence  or  senti- 
ment in  any  messageof  any  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  which  even  questioned  or  intimated  a 
doubt  as  to  the  conslitutionality  and  expediency 
of  appropriations  of  this  character.  He  admitted 
that  approprialions  for  rivars,  harbors,  or  for  any 
other  object  which  was  local  in  its  character  and 
not  national  in  its  benefits,  would  be  an  abuse  of 
power  which  ought  not  to  be  tolerated,  much  less 
sanctioned  by  Congress.  All  appropriations  for 
these  objects  ought  to  be  subject  to  the  condition, 
and  come  clearly  within  the  princijile  laid  dov,;n 
by  Mr.  Monroe,  and  sub.sequently  adopted  by 
General  Jackson  in  his  Maysville  road  veto,  that 
they  should  be  of  "general,  not  local;  national, 
not  Suite  benefit." 

Becau.se  the  power  exists  is  no  reason  why  it 
should  be  abused;  and  because  it  may  sometimes 
be  abused  is  no  reason  for  denying  its  existence. 
Let  it  be  restrained  within  its  proper  and  just 
limits,  and  then  exercised  as  the  framcrs  of  the 
Constitution  designed  it  sitould  be — for  the  com- 
mon defense  and  general  good.  But  we  are  some- 
times asked  why  CrenornI  Jackson  vetoed  the  "  act 
to  improve  the  navigation  of  the  Wabash  river," 
if  he  believed  that  appropriations  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  navigable  rivers  were  constitutional. 
He  preferred  to  allow  General  Jackson  to  answer 
this  question  himself;  and  fioni  his  answer  it  will 
be  found  that  that  bill  was  not  rejected  upon  con- 
stitutional ground.  Mr.  D.  hadofready  read, from 
his  message  i-eturning  that  bill,  (his  annual  mes- 
sage of  1834,)  a  long  extract  affirming  the  right 
and  duty  of  Congress  to  provide  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  navigable  rivers  and  harbors,  and  re- 
ferring to  his  former  messages  for  additional  rea- 
sons corroborating  those  views.  Immediately  after 
thai  extract,  we  hnd  the  following: 

"  Sensible,  however,  from  experience  and  observation,  of 
the  great  abuses  to  which  th-^  unrestricted  exercise  of  tlii% 
authority  by  Congress  was  exposed,  i  iiave  prescribed  alini- 
ilittion  for  the  government  of  my  own  conduct,  by  which 
expenditures  of  this  character  are  confined  to  places  below 
the  ports  of  entry  or  delivery  established  by  law.  1  am 
very  sensible  that  Ihi-s  restriction  is  not  as  satisfactory  as 
could  be  desired,  and  that  inucli  embarrassment  may  be 
caused  to  the  executive  department  in  it.s  execution,  by 
appropriations  for  remote  and  not  well-understood  objects, 
liut  as  neither  my  own  reflections  nor  the  lights  which  T 
may  properly  derive' Irom  other  sources  have  supplied  me 
Willi  a  belter,  I  shall  continue  to  apply  my  best  exertions 
10  a  faithful  application  of  the  rule  upon  which  it  is  foundeil. 
I  sincerely  regret  thai  I  could  not  give  my  assent  to  the  bill 
entitled  '  .^n  act  lo  improve  the  navigation  of  the  Wabash 
river;'  but  I  could  not  have  done  so  without  receding  from 
the  ground  whicli  I  have,  upon  the  fullest  eonsideralion, 
taken  upon  this  subject,  and  of  which  C^ongress  lias  been 
heretol'ore  ap|irised,  and  without  throwing  the  subject  again 
op.Mi  to  abu.^es  whicli  no  good  citizen,  entertaining  my 
opinions,  could  desire." 

It  will  here  be  observed  that  he  recognized — as 
in  the  previous  part  of  the  same  mcssag^already 
tjuoted,  he  expressly  affirmed — the  aiithoriiy  of 
Congress  to  make  such  approprialions;  that  such 
authority  was  liable  to  great  abuses;  and  for  the 
pur])o,se  of  preventing  such  abuses,  he  had  laid 
down  a  rule  upon  the  subject,  to  which  he  in- 
tended to  adhere,  although  he  acknowledged  it  to 
be  uncertain  and  unsatisfactory.  He  does  not 
say,  even,  that  the  Wabash  is  n()t  a  navigable 
stream — tliat  its  improvement  would  not  be  a  na- 
tional work,  constitutional,  and  usel'iil;  but  he 
does  say  that  it  does  not  come  within  the  rule  he 
had  adopted  for  the  prevention  of  abuses;  and 
therefore  he  rejected  it.'  He  does  not  insist  th.at 
the  establishment  of  a  port  of  entry  or  delivery 
upon  a  river  makes  it  a  navigable  stream,  or  im- 
parts to  it  the  character  of  nationality;  but  in  the 
absence  of  all  other  and  more  salisfuclory  proof, 
he  would  take  that  ns  evidence  of  the  national 
characier  of  the  work,  and  be  governed  by  it.  It 
was  the  adoption  of  arule  for  a.s'certniiiing  a  fact. 
Upon  the  fuct,  when  ascertained,  depended,  not 
the  constitutionality  of  the  appropriation,  but  ils 
propriety  and  expediency.  Whether  that  rule 
was  the  most  certain  or  convenient  that  could 
have  been  adopted,  is  a  more  matter  of  opinion 
upon  a  point  not  very  material  to  this  inquiry. 
It  is  sufiicient  that  the  power  to  make  the  appro- 
priation was  conceded.  With  what  propriety, 
then,  do  gentlemen  charge  us  with  a  disregard  of 
the  republican  faith,  as  expounded  by  the  fathei'S 
of  the  church .'  What  republican  President  ever 
denied  the  power  of  Congress  to  appropriate 
money  for  the  improvement  of  our  navigable 
river;;  and  harbors,  or  doubled  the  expediency 
of  a  proper  exercise  of  that  pov/er.'     It  was  not 


Washington,  nor  Jefferson,  nor  Madison,  nor 
Monroe,  nor  Jackson,  nor  Van  Buren.  No  one 
of  these  ever  questioned  or  doubted  the  power. 
Each  of  them,  during  their  respective  aominis- 
trations,  recognized  and  aflirmed  ils  existence  in 
the  most  solemn  manner;  and,  by  their  example, 
proclaimed  to  the  woi'ld  the  propriety  of  its  ex- 
ercise whenever  demanded  by  the  interests  of  ike 
country. 

The  great  error  into  which  gentlemen  hare 
fallen,  in  supposing  that  this  bill  contravenes  the 
docirines  of  the  Republican  party,  results  from 
confounding  and  amnlagumating  things  wlilchare 
tolally  distinct  and  dissimilar,  and  rest  upon  enlire 
different  principles.  By  a  wonderful  confusion 
of  ideas,  they  associate  the  right  to  protect  com- 
merce and  navigation  upon  our  navigable  watcre, 
with  the  power  to  cfiiisiruct  artilicia!  means  of 
coinmunicatioi) — ordinary  roads  and  canals— 
within  the  limits  of  a  Stale,  with  the  right  of  ter- 
ritorial jurisdiction  sufiicient  for  their  use  and 
priservation.  The  former  has  received  thesanc- 
tion  and  support  of  every  President  and  every 
Administration,  from  the  Father  of  his  Country 
to  the  hero  of  the  vetoes,  whilst  the  latter  hate 
metwith  the  uniform  opposition  of  the  Republicnn 
party. 

Mr.  0.  then  turned  to  the  other  branch  of  the 
subject — the  propriety  of  the  approprialions;  snil 
upon  that  head  he  had  but  a  few  remarks  to 
make.  No  assaults  had  been  made  upon  iheMis- 
sissippi,  Ohio,  Missouri,  and  Arkansas  rivers, 
any  further  than  the  expression  of  opposilionto 
the  bill.  Their  importance  as  great nationalhigh- 
ways,  natural  channels  of  commerce  and  naviga- 
tion, trade  and  ti-avel,  are  appreciated  and  ac- 
knowledged by  all.  These  topicsWiave  all  been 
fully  anil  sufficiently  discussed.  The  lllint^is 
river,  however,  has  been  less  fortunate  in  escaping 
particular  and  individual  attack.  A  rnotioii  has 
uecn  made  to  strike  it  from  the  bill.  The  reasons 
are  twofold:  first,  tlitu  it  is  local  in  ils  character, 
and  secondly,  that  itis  confined  within  the  limi'S 
of  a  single  State,  and  therefore  within  the  consti- 
tutional prohibition. 

Mr.  D.  conceived  these  objections  to  be  founded 
in  a  misapprehension  of  the  subject.  It  was  tin 
first  time  he  had  ever  heard  that  appropriations 
for  the  itnprovement  of  our  navigable  waters, 
rivers,  or  harbors,  were  unconstitutional  because 
the  obstructions  proposed  to  be  removed  were  con- 
fined within  the  limits  of  aState.  Thisohjectioa 
was  certainly  entitled  to  the  mei-it  of  novelty;  per- 
haps he  ought  to  say  originality;  for  he  was  con- 
fident that  it  had  never  before  emanated  from  At 
mind  of  any  statesman  since  the  adoption  of  tie 
Federal  Crmstitution.  It  was  a  new  discoTcry, 
and  a  rare  one  at  that.  The  error  here  consisted 
in  another  confusion  of  ideas,  which  failed  to 
draw  the  well-settled  dislinction  between  appro- 
priations for  our  navigable  rivers  and  harLorj!,and 
the  construction  of  ordinary  ro;ids  and  canals 
within  the  limits  of  a  State.  This  distinction  is 
drawn  with  clearness,  and  enforced  with  great 
power,  by  General  Jackson,  in  his  annual  mes- 
sage of  l'830,  and  again  in  1834-  Indeeil,  nearly 
all  the  appropriations  for  light-houses, bnoyf-^ei- 
cons,  ami  piers,  are  necessarily  within  the  linuis 
of  a  single  State.  Were  the  appropriations  fur 
the  harbors  at  Boston,  New  York,  and  Charl-s- 
ton,  unconstitutional  because  they  were  each  in- 
cluded within  the  precincts  of  a  single  Stater  The 
location  of  the  object,  whether  in  ihe  interior  "f 
one  State  or  upon  the  confines  of  several,  docs  not 
determine  the  power  to  make  the  appropriation. 
The  power  exists;  and  the  pi-opriety  of  itseser- 
cisc  Qcpends  upon  the  nationalily  of  the  ohjerl  to 
be  eflected  by  it.  In  this  respect,  the  harbors  aad 
rivers  depend  upon  the  same  principle.  Thoy 
have  always  been  classed  together  from  the  fonijs- 
tion  of  the  Government.  Gentlemen  who  profess 
to  iiave  so  much  reverence  for  the  opiniom  of 
General  Jackson  will  find  that  he  invariably  spoke 
of  them  in  that  light  whenever  he  expressed  an 
opinion  upon  the  subject.  The  question  la  not 
whether  the  expenditure  is  to  be  made  within  die 
holders  of  a  single  State,  or  to  extend  to  a  do»n 
of  them;  but  whether  the  river  is  national, ano'l'' 
advantaoes  general. 

Mr.  D.  said  he  was  willing  that  the  Illinois 
river  should  be  judged  by  this  test.  Even  in» 
state  of  nature,  without  any  exficnditure  of  njooey 
on  artificial  improvements,  it  wa.s  one  of  the  liiiefi 
navigable  streams  in  the  world.    CounectihS  s™ 


llic  Miisaissippi,  it  peiiptrates  in  tlie  direction  of 
llie  lakt'S  about  two  luiiulrctl  and  fil'ty  niiloa  to  a 
point  from  wliicli  itisconnecttd  witli  Lake  Mich- 
igan by  iho  Illinois  and  Mic!ii<;nn  canal — a  dis- 
tance of  about  nintly  milts.  The  river,  from  its 
iiiouih  to  the  termination  of  the  canal,  is  navigr.- 
blc  durinjj  all  seasons  of  the  year,  except  when 
closed  by  ice.  it  is  IVoiii  three  eighths  to  l-.alf  a 
mile  wide,  very  straight  and  deep,  and  without  a 
Bnag  or  rock,  or  any  other  obKlruction.lo  endan- 
ger or  impair  ila  free  navit:ation,  except  a  few 
b'andbars  wliich  liave  formed  across  the  channe! 
mar  the  nioiuhs  of  ceruiiii  small  streams  which 
flow  in  on  either  side.  Tlie  canal,  which  is  of 
BHfRcient  depth  and  dimensions  i'or  steamboats 
and  Inrse  vessels,  is  nearly  finislied,  ai;d  in  «!1 
probability  will  be  entirely  completed  in  twelve 
or  eighteen  moii.lhs.  Through  this  channel, and 
this  only,  we  have  a  connected  and  uninlerrupled 
navig.Ttion  for  steamboats  and  large  vesseiSjfrom 
the  Atlantic  ocean  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  to  all 
the  northern  lake.i.  Its  importance  to  the  for- 
eign and  inland  conimcrce  and  navigation  of  the 
country  is  immense  in  times  of  peace;  and  in  war, 
indlspeim:ible  to  the  d(feii.''e  of  the  country. 
Witilst  Great  Britain,  by  means  of  her  line  oC 
canals  connecting  the  upper  lakeq  with  the  On- 
tario and  the  St.  Lawrence,  can,  in  the  course  of 
.  a  few  days,  collect  her  fleets  from  all  quarters  of 
the  globe,  and  form  one  continuous  line  from 
Montreal  to  Chicago,  we  have  no  fleet  upon  the 
lakes;  we  have  no  navy-yard  there  at  wliich  we 
could  construct  one,  and  no  channel  through 
which  we  could  introduce  our  vessels  from  the 
seaboard.  In  times  of  war,  those  lakes  must  be 
defendi^d,  if  defended  at  all,  by  a  fleet  from  the 
naval  depot  and  yard  on  the  Mississippi  river. 
"Wilh  reference  to  this  object,  as  well  ae  the  de- 
fense of  ihi;  Gulf  of  Mexico,  a  bill  has  already 
passed  the  Senate,  and  is  now  upon  our  tables, 
for  theestiiblishment  of  a  navy-yard  at  Memphis. 
Although  Mr.  D.  would  prefer  to  have  that  es- 
tablishment located  at  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio 
river,  and  believed  that  to  be  the  most  suitable 
point,  all  things  considered,  yet  lie  could  not  per- 
mit a  mere  preference  for  sites  and  locations  to 
endanger  the  success  of  so  important  and  neces- 
eary  a  measure  of  national  defense! 

&it  even  that  great  measure  would  lose  the 
greater  part  of  its  advantages  and  benefits,  if  the 
navigation  of  that  great  national  channel  of  com- 
munication, which  connects  it  wilh  the  lakes, 
should  remain  impeded,  and  for  large  vessels  ob- 
structed, during  a  great  portion  of  the  year,  for 
want  of  an  appropriation  of  a  few  thousand 
dollars,  to  remove  a  few  temporary  sand-bars. 
Whilst  the  State  of  Illinois,  at  n  cost  of  between 
»ix  and  seven  million  dollars,  furnislies  a  chan- 
nel of  communicutiou  which  will  at  all  times 
admit  vessels  drawing  six  feet  water,  and  so  con- 
structed, in  case  of  emergency  that  they  cjin  raise 
it  to  seven  and  a  half  or  eight  feet;  and  whil.st  the 
Illinois  river,  during  its  whole  length,  overages 
much  more  than  that  depth,  is  the  navigation  of 
the  whole  to  be  greatly  impeded,  and  their  use- 
fulness diminished,  for  the  want  of  a  .small  appro- 
priation to  remove  tempornrv  and  partial  obstruc- 
tions in  a  navigable  stream, which  has 'jcen  declared 
a  national  highway  by  an  irrevocable  ordinance.' 

When  these  facts  were  all  taken  into  considera- 
tion, Mr.  D.  was  unable  to  conceive  upon  what 
grounds  gentlemen  rested  their  doubts  of  the 
nationality  of  this  appropriation.  Without  dis- 
paraging any  other  river  or  work,  or  questioning 
the  propriety  of  any  appropriation  in  the  bill,  ho 
■was  unable  to  select  one  (except  the  removal  of 
the  snags  in  the  Mississippi  river)  embracing  so 
many  advantages  of  a  national  character,  con- 
nected with  the  commerce,  navigation,  and  de- 
fense of  the  country,  as  this  ctmnecting  link  be- 
tween the  great  lakes  of  the  North  and  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico.  The  amount  of  money  desired  was 
a  mere  trifle — a  few  thousand  dollars  only.  No 
epecificoppropriation,  to  be  confined  to  this  river, 
has  been  asked,  for  the  reason  thot  it  would 
rc<]uire  more  money  to  purcha.'e  a  dredging  ma- 
chine to  be  used  on  the  river,  than  to  remove  all 
the  sand-bars  afterwards.  By  connecting  this 
with  the  Mississippi,  the  same  machine  used 
would  answer  for  the  Illinois  river,  and  thus  save 
much  expense. 

Mr.  D.  said  thot  he  trusted,  in  view  of  all  these 
considerations,  the  Illinois  river  would  be  re- 
tained, and  the  bill  passed. 


Mr.  RHETTrosc  to  state  the  grounds  on  which 
he  and  others  who  thought  with  him  rested  their 
opposition  to  this  bill.  The  ground  on  which  these 
works  of  improvement  were  placed  by  some  gen- 
tlemen was,  that  ihey  were  essential  to  commerce 
and  were  constitutional,  under  that  provision  of 
the  Constitution  relating  to  the  regulation  of  com- 
merce. Another  ground  was,  that  provision  of 
the  Constitution  in  relation  to  the  general  wel- 
fare. But  if  the  gentleman's  argument  was  cor- 
rect, it  would  not  stop  short  of  any  har]^or  or 
river.  It  would  run  to  all  internal  improvements. 
After  a  few  remarks,  which  were  too  imperfectly 
heard  to  be  reported,  he  proeetuled  to  comment  on 
the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  in  re- 
lation to  the  facilities  which  tlie  British  Govern- 
ment had  to  convey  a  fleet  to  the  norther. i  lakes, 
and  said  lie  had  yet  to  learn  how  the  falls  of 
Niagara  could  be  ascended  by  a  seventy-four. 

Messrs.  SEMPLE  and  DOUGLAS  explained 
that  the  falls  could  be  passed  and  communication 
had  from  Lake  Ontario  to  Lake  Erie  by  meanaof 
the  Welland  canal. 

Mr.  RHETT.  It  might  be  as  the  gentleman 
had  snid;  but  if  the  connecting  canal  between 
Lake  Michigan  and  the  river  Illinois  was  but  six 
feet  deep,  as  the  gentleman  had  described  it,  it 
was  useless  to  talk  of  the  passage  of  vessels  of  a 
large  class,  whatever  improvements  migdt  be  made 
in  the  Illinois  river.  But  admitting  the  power  to 
exist  on  the  ground  of  regulating  commerce,  and 
that  under  such  power  they  could  improve  the 
Illinois  and  Wabash  rivers,  he  put  it  to  the  gen- 
tleman if  he  could  deny  that  such  power  extended 
to  every  river  and  harbor  in  the  Union  i'  But,  to 
go  one  step  further,  (and  it  was  a  very  important 
one,)  if  tins  Government  could  make  these  inter- 
nal improvements  for  the  proinotion  of  com- 
merce— if,  for  that  purpose,  rivers  and  harbors 
could  be  improved — on  what  ground  would  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois  draw  a  distinction  be- 
tween those  works  and  railroads?  Would  he  state 
that  railroads  were  less  adapted  to  the  purposes 
of  commerce  than  rivers  and  harbors.' 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  said  he  had  not  gone  into  the 
question  whether  railroads  were  constitutional  or 
not;  but  General  Jackson,  and  the  Republican 
party  with  which  he  acted,  had  taken  the  ground 
that  ihev  were  not,  and  they  had  gone  against 
tiiem.  He  further  observed  that  the  navigable 
stream  which  it  was  constitutional  to  impr.ive, 
was  a  stream  which  God  Almighty  had  made,  and 
not  the  artificial  work  of  man. 

Mr.  RHETT  contended  that  this  Government 
had  as  much  constitutional  power  to  construct 
railroads  as  to  improve  rivers  and  harbors.  Rail- 
roads he  considered  of  more  real  utility  for  the 
transportation  of  commerce  and  munitions  of  war, 
and  lor  the  means  of  defense.  He  did  not  int(^nd 
to  raise  an  objection  on  the  ground  of  the  amount 
of  money  appr  prialed.  He  should  not  care  a 
particle  if  the  amount  were  ftlO,000,OUOfor  the  im- 
provement of  the  Ohio, the Mi.ssissippi,  the  Hud- 
son, and  other  great  rivers,  even  if  they  had  to 
borrow  the  money;  it  was  the  principle  for  which 
he  contended,  ana  it  was  the  principle  alone  for 
which  any  statesman  would  contend.  The  prin- 
ciple here  advocated  by  gentlemen  was  a  very 
destructive  one.  He  had  heard  gentlemen  con- 
tend here  that  this  Government  liad  no  right  to 
adopt  n  protective  policy,  and  yet  they  came  here 
with  vast  gigantic  schemes  of  internal  improve- 
ment, which  it  was  contended  this  Government 
had  the  power  to  carry  out.  And  v/hat  was  the 
scene  which  had  been  exhibited  here  in  relation 
to  these  harbor  and  river  bills?  One  had  been  laid 
aside  until  the  other  vv'as  acted  upon,  as  though 
one  section  said  to  the  other:  "  We  will  not  puss 
your  harbor  bill  unless  you  agree  to  our  river 
bill." 

The  gentleman's  principle  did  not  stop  here; 
but,  if  carried  out,  there  was  not  a  debt  incurred 
by  any  State  of  this  Union  for  internal  improve- 
ment that  must  not  be  assumed  and  paid  by  the 
General  Government. 

Mr.  DOUGL.\S  said  the  principle  thnt  he  bad 
laid  down  was  only  such  as  had  been  advocated 
by  Jackson,  Monroe,  and  every  other  Republican 
President;  that  appropriations  were  only  to  be 
made  by  the  General  Government  for  national 
purposes. 

Mr.  RHETT.  Would  not  a  railroad  running 
through  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio,  connecting  the 
seaboard  wilh  the  great  western  waters,  be  a  v/otk 


of  national  interest?  The  time  was  not  far  dis- 
tant when  steam  would  supersede  everything  else. 
Let  the  system  of  universal  appropriation  for  all 
purpoKea  of  public  improvement  prevail  "in  Con- 
gress, and  what  v/ould  be  the  consequence?  The 
consequence  would  be  to  make  Congress  a  Par- 
liament like  that  of  Great  Britain;  to  make  it,  in 
fact,  omnipotent — for  the  money  power  was  the 
right  nrin,  the  beginning  anil  the  end  of  Govern- 
ment; and  if  the  money  power  be  unlimited,  Con- 
gress would  be  omnipotent;  it  would  ovcrricle  this 
great  and  mighty  Union  with  a  giant'.s  power. 
Would  a  sovereign  Stttte  submit  to  such  a  virtual 
consolidation? 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  inquired  whether  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Cor'olina  had  not  voted  for  the 
appropriation  for  the  Savannah  river  the  other 
day? 

Mr.  RHETT  said  he  had  never  voted  for  any 
proposition  for  internal  improvement  by  the  Gen- 
eral Government. 

Mr.  HOLMES  said  the  gentleman  from  Illi- 
nois, (or  att  noise,)  in  default  of  legitimate  argu- 
ment to  justify  his  course,  resorted  to  the  more 
effectual  mode  of  argument,  drawn  not  from  prem- 
ises, but  from  men,  and  voted  under  the  seven- 
fold shield  of  the  Telanion  Ajax.  Jackson  said 
so:  ergo,  it  is  so.  That  was  the  gentleman's  mode 
of  reasoning. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  said  he  would  refer  to  another 
authority — John  C.  Calhoun. 

Mr.  HOLMES  said,  as  he  was  no  man's  man, 
he  would  neither  defer  to  Gener.Tl  Jackson  nor  to 
John  C.  Calhoun,  when  the  Constitution  of  the 
country  was  concerned;  ond  he  would  tell  the 
gentleman  another  thing:  if  he  did  not  possess 
the  great  light  which  burned  wilh  so  much  elTul- 
geiice  about  those  great  men,  yet  he  would  not 
attempt  to  illuminate  the  pathway  of  rivers  by 
merely  lighting  a  Locofoco  match.     [A  laugh.] 

The  g*iilenian  had  attacked  him  because,  at 
the  commencement  of  the  session,  he  advocated 
the  improvement  of  those  great  highways  of  the 
West — the  Ohio  and  the  Mississippi.  The  gen- 
tleman then  would  not  allow  of  his  assistance  at 
all;  for  it  seemed,  unless  he  went  to  the  whole 
extent  for  inuional  improvement  with  the  zeal  of 
a  western  man  on  one  side,  or  of  a  member  of  the 
Federal  party  on  the  other,  he  had  belter  stand 
out  of  the  way  altogether.  He  asserted  that  the 
appropriation  for  the  improvement  of  liarbnra 
was  unconstitutional;  ond  at  the  same  lime  he 
also  asserted  that  the  Mississippi  and  Ohio  rivers, 
as  contradistinguished  from  oilier  rivers,  were 
great  national  highways,  over  which  the  author- 
ity of  Congress  did  extend.  His  position  was 
this:  that  whenever  there  was  a  proprietary  right 
in  the  United  States  and  not  in  a  Slate,  (and  he 
begged  gentlemen  to  make  the  distinclion,)  it  was 
the  bounden  duty  of  the  United  States  to  improve 
lliose  rivers,  onil  keep  them  open  for  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  whole  country. 

Such  was  the  argument  and  illustration  of  the 
Telamon  Ajax,  behind  \<Jiosc  shield  the  gentle- 
man had  retired.  But  General  Jackson,  though 
he  posses.sed  great  tenacity  of  will,  was  neverthe- 
less not  tenacious  of  a  particular  line  of  policy; 
for  he  must  say  that  he  had  never  known  a  public 
man  whose  policy  had  varied  so  much  ond  so 
often,  in  accordance  with  his  exact  position  attho 
time,  as  General  Jackson's.  In  one  respect  Gen- 
eral Je.ckson  bed  walked  in  the  footsteps  of  his 
illiUMrious  prcdeceneor,  and  his  immediate  prede- 
cessor, too;  for  he  advocated  the  system  of  in- 
ternal improvements  lo  the  fullest  extent,  and 
never  faltered  in  his  career  till  he  found  another 
great  man  running  the  same  race  with  him;  and 
then  he  tacked  about  and  took  another  course. 
But  without  dwelling  on  this  part  of  the  Kubjecl, 
he  would  put  the  question  to  the  Democrats  ofthe 
the  West  whether,  in  gi  ing  beyond  the  great 
national  highways,  (the  Ohio  and  Mississij.pi,) 
they  were  not  endeavoring  to  revive  the  very  sys- 
tem of  internal  improvements  which  General 
Jackson  destroyed  by  liis  veto?  Ho  had  sai.l 
destroyed;  but  lie  feared,  from  the  connection  he 
now  saw  between  the  tariflF party  and  the  iiilernr.l 
improvement  party,  that  the  system  was  only 
sleeping,  and  that  new  life  and  vigor  was  now 
about  to  be  infused  into  it.  He  had  great  reason 
to  fear  this  when  lie  heard  a  gentleman  invoking 
the  name  of  General  Jackson  to  sustain  this  Jug- 
gernaut system  of  unjust  taxation,  and  that  other 
great  system  of  unjust  expenditure.    Genticmcn 
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who  aupported  this  system  might  draw  distinc- 
tions, if  they  pleased,  between  themselves  and  the 
Whig  party;  but 

"  Optica  simrp  It  lakra,  1  ween, 
To  see  wliut  is  not  to  l>0  seen." 

Thesi  measures,  which  the  Wliigs  had  pro- 
claimed to  be  in  accordance  with  their  cardinal 
principles,  and  which  liad  been  defeated  by  the 
yeto  of  General  Jacltson,  were  now  about  to  be 
revived  by  the  Democratic  party;  and  well  might 
hisfriendtMr.RnKTT]  say  that  the  Whigs  clieered 
them  on  in  the  worlt.  When  he  saw  gentlemen 
from  the  West  come  in  and  tell  them  that  every 
river — no  matter  where  might  be  its  source — no 
matter  through  what  territory  it  flowed — was  a 
proper  object  of  internal  improvement;  and  when 
he  saw  that,  by  making  a  log-rolling  bill  in  which 
every  part  of  the  Union  was  to  have  its  share,  so 
as  to  carry  it  through  the  House, Ihcold  exploded 
system  of  internal  improvement  was  to  be  revived, 
he  confessed  he  had  lost  all  hope  of  seeing  an  end 
put  to  the  odious  system  of  unjust  taxation  and 
extravagant  expenditures.  He  besought  gentle- 
men to  pause,  and  not  suffer  themselves  to  be 
seduced  by  any  local  appropriations  into  a  viola- 
tion of  the  Constitution.  He  felt  a  deep  interest 
in  the  prosperity  of  Charleston;  but  he  could  not 
vote  for  this  bill,  though  that  city  was  to  derive 
some  benefit  from  it. 

After  a  few  more  remarks  from  Mr.  H., 

Mr.  McClelland  observed  that,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  he  felt  some 
little  disposition  to  trespass  on  the  time  of  the 
House,  so  as  to  give  his  views  on  the  question 
under  consideration.  Though  a  member  of  the 
same  party  with  the  gentleman  who  lastaddressed 
the  House,  yet  he  would  lake  the  occasion  to  say 
that  he  concurnd  entirely  in  the  views  expressed 
by  tlie  gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Douglas.] 
We  of  the  West,  said  he,  believe  that  appropri- 
ations for  the  improvement  of  the  westeTn  harbors 
and  rivers  are  constitutional;  nnd  it  will  take 
better  arguments  than  we  liave  iieard  to-day  to 
make  us  believe  to  the  contrary.  Until  these 
appropriations  were  granted,  the  West  could  not 
sustain  its  commerce,  iiordifeiid  the  western  coun- 
try from  that  enemy  which  they  were  most  in 
dread  of.  Ue  would  osk  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  on  what  principle  he  based  his  vote  for 
an  appropriation  for  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi, 
and  denied  appropriations  to  the  lakes,  which  the 
western  people  said  were  essential  for  their  de- 
fense.' What  distinction  did  he  draw  between 
appropriations  for  light-houses  on  the  lakes  and 
appropriations  for  harbors  ? 

Mr.  HOLMES  said  that,  in  his  opinion,  Con- 
gress had  a  right  t«  remove  obstructions  in  the 
lakes,  for  the  reason  tliat  the  jurisdiction  was  in 
the  United  States;  but  Congress  could  not  im- 
prove the  harbors,  because  the  jurisdiction  was 
in  the  States.  For  the  same  reason,  Congress 
could  iniprove  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers, 
for,  the  United  States  po.sscssing  proprietary  and 
territorial  jurisdiction  (jver  them,  the  Slates  could 
not  improve  them  if  Congress  did  not.     ButCon- 

fress  could  not  improve  the  Illinois  river,  for  it 
id  not  possess  jurisdiction  over  it;  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  that  river  was  in  the  States  through  which 
it  (lowed,  and  tliey  had  the  power  to  improve  it. 
Mr.  McClelland  contended  that,  on  the 
gentleman's  own  argumfjnt,  Congnss  had  the 
right  to  improve  the  harbors  of  the  lakes.  Mr. 
McC,  after  referring  to  the  ordinance  of  1787,  for 
the  purpose  of  comparing  it  with  the  grounds  on 
which  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr. 
Holmes]  based  his  support  of  appropriations  for 
the  Ohio  and  Mississippi,  siiid  he  would  again 
ask  him  what  right  Congress  had  to  place  a  ligiit- 
house  on  any  shore  of  Lake  Erie,  and  cloim  juris- 
diction over  it,  if  it  had  not  the  right  to  make  a 
harbor  at  the  same  spot,  and  also  to  take  juris- 
diction over  it?  Why,  the  gentleman,  as  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  had  reported 
a  bill  appropriating  $500,000  for  light-houses;  and 
yet  he  denied  the  power  of  Congress  to  appro- 
priate money  for  harbors.  He  would  also  ask 
the  gentlemen  who  were  opposed  to  making  an 
appropriation  for  the  Illinois  river,  how  it  hap- 
pened that  many  of  them  voted  last  year  for  the 
bill  making  appropriations  for  the  Ohio  and  Mis- 
sissippi, including  the  Arkansas,  one  of  its  irib- 
utanes?  Was  it  because  the  Arkansas  wos  not 
confined  to  a  single  State,  but  ran  through  two  or 
three.'    If  so,  the  Illinois  hud  equal  claims,  for  it 


went  through  two  or  three  States.  Where  wos 
the  distinction,  except  the  one  river  was  a  little 
further  south  than  the  other?  Mr.  McC.  con- 
tended that  there  was  no  objection  to  appropria- 
tions for  harbors  on  the  lakes  that  would  not  with 
equal  force  apply  to  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi; 
and  in  support  of  his  argument,  quoted  the  opin- 
ions of  Mr.  Madison,  which  were  read  by  the 
Clerk  from  his  table. 

He  went  on, at  great  length,  to  show  thatMad- 
ison,  Jackson, and  Van  Bureri  had  never oijjected, 
on  constitutional  grounds,  to  these  works;  and  he 
contended  that  they  v/ere  works  that  were  neces- 
sary to  the  defense  of  the  country  in  case  of  war. 
He  then  proceeded  to  ask  those  gentlemen  who 
professed  to  have  constitutional  scruples  on  this 
subject,  how  they  could  vote  for  fishing  bounties, 
or  a  protective  tariff,  and  not  vote  for  this  bill? 
How  could  southern  gentlemen  vote  for  the  an- 
nexation of  Texas,  and  yet  refuse  to  vote  for  this 
bill  on  constitutional  grounds  ?  If  the  Constitu- 
tion gave  the  right  to  annex  Texas  to  this  Union, 
it  was  by  a  resort  to  its  spirit  rather  than  to  its 
letter;  and  surely  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution 
was  not  opposed  to  this  bill.  But  again;  how 
could  they  purchase  new  territory  if  they  had  no 
power  to  improve  the  old?  The  eastern  gentle- 
men would,  perhaps,  reply  that  tliey  voted  for  a 
protective  tariff  to  protect  the  labor  and  capital  of 
their  citizens;  and  yet  they  could  refuse  to  %ote 
for  this  bill,  wliiqh  was  essentially  a  bill  for  the 
protection  not  only  of  the  properly  but  the  lives 
of  their  fellow-citizens.  He  defended  the  bill,  at 
much  length,  both  from  the  necessity  and  appro- 
priateness of  the  appropriations,  and  also  on  the 
ground  of  economy;  for  an  early  appropriation 
would  indeed  cause  a  less  expenditure  than  if  the 
work  was  longer  delayed. 

Mr.  KENNEDY,  of  Indiana, after  some  intro- 
ductory remarks,  said  it  was  not  so  material  to 
him  whether  General  Jackson  or  other  distin- 
guished men  went  to  a  certain  point,  as  whether 
the  point  itself  was  right.  WhetherGeneral  Jiick- 
son  vetoed  a  measure  of  this  description  on  the 
ground  of  constitutionality  or  expediency ,  he  cared 
not  now  to  inquire;  but  subsequent  eviMits  had 
satisfied  thepeoplethatGeneral  Jackson  was  right. 
He  believed  it  was  constitutional;  but  there  were 
things  in  the  bill  for  which, in  point  of  expediency, 
he  could  not  nnd  would  not  vote.  It  was  a  con- 
stitutional and  proper  exercise  of  the  power  of 
Congress  to  make  nn  appropriation  of  money  for 
the  improvement  of  the  western  rivers;  therefore 
he  would  go  thus  far;  but  when  it  was  attempted 
to  introduce  a  system  which  must,  if  followed  out, 
swallow  up  the  wliolc  subject  of  internal  improve- 
ment, he  would  take  the  hberty  of  setting  himself 
against  it. 

He  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking  out  from 
the  sixth  to  the  tenth  lifie  inclusive,  lieiiig  the 
$50,(X)0  for  the  upper  Ohio,  and  $180,000  for  the 
lower  Ohio,  the  Mississippi,  Missouri,  and  Ark- 
ansas. 

The  two  branches  of  the  above  clause  having 
been  amended  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  a  dis- 
cussion ensued  upon  a  point  of  order  as  to  whether 
the  question  should  be  first  taken  on  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  committee,  or  upon  the 
amendnicrnt  of  the  Gentleman  from  Indiana. 

.Mr.  DROMGOOLE  understood  it  to  be  clearly 
established  that  the  amendments  made  in  Com-' 
mittce  of  the  Whole  must  first  he  gone  through 
with  by  the  House.  The  Manual  was  distinct  on 
that  subject;  and  in  addition  to  that,  it  v/ns  the 
best  way  to  avoid  confusion  and  get  on  with  the 
business.  Why,  there  had  just  now  been  a  dozi.'u 
gentlemen  on  the  floor  at  once,  and  nobody  could 
tell  what  the  question  was. 

The  SPEA  KER  thought  the  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana  [.Mr.KENVEOv]  wasin  order. 
'I'he  priority  which  the  gentleman  referred  to 
related  only  to  the  time  of^  putting  the  quesiion. 
It  was  in  order  to  ofl'er  an  amendment  to  perfect  a 
bill  before  striking  out  any  portion  of  it.  A  mo- 
tion was  made  to  strike  out;  and,  before  putting 
that  question,  a  motion  was  made  to  perfect  the 
bill,  which  was  perfectly  in  order. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  appealed  from  the  decision 
of  the  Chair. 

The  question  was  taken;  nnd  the  Chair  was 
sustained  by  a  vote  of — ayes  65,  noes  5.5. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  second  to  the 
previous  question,  and  carried. 

Tile  main  question  was  ordered. 


The  main  question,  being  on  concurring  in  the 
amendment  to  increase  tlie  appropriation /or  the 
Oil  io  river  between  Pittsburgand  the  falls  of  Louis- 
ville, was  put  and  decided  in  theaffirmatiTc— yeaa 
90,  nays  87;  as  follows: 

YEAS— .Messrs.  Abbot,  Aslic,  Baker,  Raniard,  BldlKk 
Jaiiien  Black,  Jncn!)  Brinkerliotf,  OriMthcad,  Jfrenitab 
Brown,  ItiiRinilton,  Carroll,  Causin,  Cliiicti,  Cran:.ton.  Dar- 
nigli,  Garrett  D.-ivis.  Dickey,  Doiigi.is,  Duncan.  I'iill.Fcwl, 
F«wter,  PVeiieh,  Gid(Jiiisrs,t;rninoII,Gridcr.  Hardin, Harper, 
Havri,  lleiiley,  IIubl>ell,HuithOn,VV!tstiinglimlluni,CharJ» 
J.  ineersoll,  JosrpU  R.  Iiiger.-ritl,  Irviii,  Jameson,  Jrnka, 
Pcrley  D.  Joliniton,  Jolia  P.  Kennedy,  Daniel  P.  Kitii, 
Kirkpalriek,  McCnusInn,  McClelland.  McDnweli.  Mc- 
llvaine,  Mnrsli,  toward  J.  .Morris,  Jo.-'cpli  Morrli'.  Mon*, 
Mo»elcy,  Patterson,  Petnt,  Peyton,  Ph(Enil,E]ifrliaR.  fol- 
ter,  Emery  11.  Po'llcr,  PrestonJ  Ramsey,  Cliarlcg  M.  Reed, 
Rilti-r,  Rnbinson,  Itoekwell,'  Ki>diR'y,  linger--,  Iji.  Jolia, 
Sample,  Sclienck,  Seiner,  Severance,  David  L.  Sevmottr, 
.Albert  Hiiiilh,  John  T.  S'milli,  Thomas  Sniltli,  Cakrli  fl. 
Smilli,  Sleenrod,  Andrew  Stewart, Sunimen*.Tlion«tfsnii,- 
Tibhatts,  Tilden, Tyler,  Vance,  Vaniueler,  Vinion, \Vedi- 
ered,  White,  Winllirop,  ^V'illian)  Wriiihl.  and  Vtwl— 90. 

N.WH— Medpn*.  Anderson,  Atkinson,  Uarrinjicr, Betsw, 
ftenloii,  Jnmc:;  A.  black.  Bon-^r,  Bowiin,  Boyd.  Urease, 
Milton  Brown,  Biirke,  Bnrt,  C.ildwcll,  Cary,  Callio,  Ufa- 
ben  Chapman,  Augu^iiw  A.  Chapman,  ClianiM'il,citilloa, 
('lingman,  Cobb,  Coles,  Cross,  Cniloin.  l)Jlna,  Daniel, 
Kiellard  D.  Davis,  John  VV,  Davis,  Deberry,  Delii.'t.  Dick- 
inson^ Dillingham,  Dromgoolc,  Dunlap,  EInicr,  Farlee, 
Fieklin,  Bymm  Green,  Hale,  Haralson,  Uft;te,  flopluoa, 
llttnston,  lliihard,  Hughes,  linngcnbrd,  Jaiaei,  B,  Hunt, 
Cave  Jolinson,  Andrew  Joliiison,  George  \V.  Jones,  An- 
drew Kennedy,  Prefilon  KiriR,  I.abranchi-,  Leonard,  Lewis, 
Lucas,  l^yon,  McConnell,  .McKay,  Newton,  Norris, Owen, 
Parineiue'r,  Ptirdy,  Rathburi,  David  S.  Ueid, Reding, Relle, 
Ilusseli,  Thomas  tl.  Seymour,  Simrms,  Siinnsou,  Rtibcrt 
Smith,  Spenee,  Stetson,  John  Stewart,  Stile*,  Stone, 
Slronc,  Taylor,  Thomp-on.  \SHler,  Wheaton,  W'iiriaiQf, 
Woodward,  and  Josejih  A.  Wriglit— 87. 

The  question  was  put  on  the  next  amendment, 
inserting  "  Wabash"  after  the  word  "  Illinois," 
and  rejected — yeas  41,  nays  133;  as  follows: 

VE.\S— Messrs,  Adams,  Baniard,  Bntflnston,  CaraiU, 
Causin,  Cranston,  Darnigh,Garr<*tt  Davis,  Joini  W.  Darj, 
Dickey,  Dilliiighain,  Pish,  Fool,  Grinnell,  Grider.  NaiilJEi, 
Jenkp,  John  P,  Kennedy,  Mcllvaiie,  Edward  i.  Morris, 
Itlorse,  Moseley,  Owen,  t*eltit,  Pho-nix,  Preston,  liaowy, 
Ropers,  Sample,  Sciienek,  Severance,  Caleb  B.  Sniillj, 
Spenee,  Andrew  Stewan,  V.lnee,  Vannicler,  Vimwi, 
Wclhered,  White,  Wiiuhrop,  and  Josi-ph  i\.  Wriglil— tl. 

N.\YS — Messrs,  Abbot,  AndiTson,  A^lie,  Atkiiecm, 
Baker,  Barrinper,  Belser,  Benton,  Ciillnck,  James  Btact, 
James  A.  Black,  Bower,  Bowiin,  Boyd,  Brenjrlc,  Jaeflk 
Brinkerhotr,  Brodhead,  Milton  Bniwu,  Jerentiah  Bnj»o, 
Burke,  Itnrt,  t.'aldwell,  Carey,  Catlin,  Reuben  Cltopmaii, 
AugUHtiis  A,  ClrBpman,Chap'pell,Ctiiieli,  ClinKnian, C<»W<, 
Coles,  Collamer,  Cross,  Cullom,  Dana,  Daniel,  RlrliartO. 
Davis,  Deberry,  Dellet,  Dickinson,  Dromgoole,  Uuhean, 
Dunlap,  Ellis,  Elmer,  Farlee,  Foster,  French,  Uiddincs, 
Willis  Green,  Byraiu  Green,  Hale,  HaraNttn,  Harper, 
Hays,  llcnley,  Holmes,  Ho"e,  Hopkins,  lloiislira,  Hnlai'l, 
[lubbeil,  Hudson,  Hughes,  llunaerlord,  Washinxion  Hunt, 
James  B.  Hunt,  Charles  J,  Ingersoll,  Josepti  B,  In^vr^oU, 
Irvin,  Jameson,  Cave  Johnson,  Perley  B,  Johnson, .Andrew 
Johnson,  George  W.  Jones,  .Andrew  Kennedy,  Pre** 
King,  Daniel  P.  King,  Kirkpalriek,  Labmnche,  LennarJ, 
Luehs,  Lyon,  Marsii,  Mct.'aulsen.  .McClelland,  Mct'rm- 
liell,  MCliowcll,  Mckay,  Joseph  .Morris,  Newwn,  N'ntrij, 
Parmenter,  Peyton,  Emery  D.  Poller,  Purdy,  Baltilma, 
Cliarles  M.  Reed,  David  S,  Kcid,  Redin-,  Relle,  RiUft, 
Robinson,  Rockwell,  Rodney,  Russell.  St,  J"lia,  Senler, 
Tlionnts  H.  Seymour,  David  L.  Seyruour.Siinjiion,^lideli, 
John  T.  Sinilli,  Thomas  Smith,  Ut.lwrt  Smith,  SleenroJ, 
Stetson,  John  Stewart,  Stiles,  Stone,  SlrfMtg,  Suaiioeiy, 
Taylor,  'I'hompson,  Tibbalts,  Tilden,  Tvler,  tVclle:, 
Wlieaton,  Williams,  Woodward,  William  Wrijiil,  awl 
Yost— i;i3. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  increase  the  ap- 
propriation of  $180,000  to  Si£23,000  for  the  im- 
provemint  of  the  Ohio  rivur,  below  the  falls  at 
Louisvil!e,and  of  the  Mississippi,  Missouri, Illi- 
nois, and  Arkansas  rivers. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for;  and  beii^ 
ordered,  resulted — yeas  85,  nnys  92;  as  foflows: 

YEAS— Jlessn'.  Adani<,  .\she,  Baker,  Barnard,  Bower, 
Bowiin,  Boyd,  .Milton  Brown,  Williaui  J.  Brown,  Jen-aiiak 
Brown,  Buthngton,  t'arroll,  Cau^iu.  Clinch.  Cran^toa, 
Dnrragii.  Garrett  Davis,  Dellell,  Diek>-y,  Doiijtess.  Uuneaa, 
Fish,  Fool,  Foster, French,  Willis  Green. GnnnWI,t;ri*.t, 
Hardin.  Har|>er,  Henley,  Moge,  Hudsoo,\VastunstonRuWt 
Josi-ph  R.  luger^oll,  Irvin,  Jnrae.^oii.Jenks.  Perley  B.Jitia- 
son,  John  P.  Kennedv,  l^abranche,  Lyon,  Marsl).  Mct-'aw- 
len.  Mcllvitinc,  Edward  J.  Morris,  Jose|>h  Mortis,  Mow. 
>fo.«ely,  Owen,  Patter-on,  Pevlon,  Pluenix,  Eiueiy  D, 
Poller,  Preston,  Itanisey,  Cliarles  .M.  Keed,  Rclfe,  Ron- 
well,  Rodney,  Rogers,  Sample,  Sevemnce,  Slldell.lTjoBiB 
Smith,  Caleb  B.  Smith,  Robert  Smith,  Spente,  SleennM, 
Stephens,  Andrew  Stewart,  Stone,  Summers,  Tfavaoa*- 
son,  Tiblialts,  Tilden,  Tyler,  Vance,  \'anmeter,  Vininn, 
Weller,Wcntworth, White,Winthrop,  and  WilUain  Wlipil 
—85, 

NAYS— Messrs,  Abbott,  Atkinson,  Barringrr,  BeliW, 
Benton,  Bidlack,  James  Black,  James  .V.  Biaek,  B1K*- 
well,  Brengle,  Brodhead,  Burke,  Burl,  Caldwell,  taij, 
Callin,  Reuben  (%apman,  .Ausustus  A.  Chapman, CUt 
pell,  Chilton,  Clingmau,  Cobb,  Coles,  Coll.Tacr,  Crvi-s, 
Ciiliom,  D.uia,  Daniel.  Ricliard  D.  Davis,  John  W-  D'y'^ 
Deberry.  Dickinson.  Dillingham,  Droingiwle,  Dunlap.  Ell'*- 
Elmer,  .Farlee,  Giddings,  Itvnim  Green,  Hale,  llarala*. 
Hays,  Holmes,  Hopkins,  Houston,  Ilubnrd,  ilubbeil,"""- 
gcrfonl,  James  B.  Hunt,  Cave  Johnson,  .\ndrrw  Johasoflj 
George  W.Joiica,  Andrew  Kennedy,  Preston  King,  Daai" 
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p.  Kins,  Kirkpalrick,  Lconnrd,  Lewis,  Lucas,  McClelland, 
AlcCitiinell,  McDinvt'U,  McKny,  Neuttin,  Norris,  Prall, 
Purdy,  Katlihiiri,  n.ivjd  S.  licid.  Reding,  Uillt-r,  Robinwon, 
Itusi^ell,  Si.  John,  Sfiitcr,  Thonnis  H.  r^eyinniir,  Dnvid  L. 
Reyiiinur,  Simons,  Sinipeon,  JohnT.  Smith,  Sfeti*on,  John 
Stcwarl,  Stil«a,  Slronij,  'i';iylor,  Tlifinipj^on,  VVIiealon,  Wil- 
Ijaili-':,  Wotjdward,  Josepli  A.  \Vrighl,  and  Vo9l — 92. 

So  the  nmendment  was  iiol  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KENNEDY,  of  Indiana,  moved  to  strike 
out  all  afier  the  enacting  clause,  and  inserta  sub- 
stitute, which  appeared  in  be  the  bill  adopted  in 
committee,  except  so  fai  .is  relates  to  the  Illinois 
river,  the  word  "  Illinois"  being  stricken  out. 

There  was  understood  to  be  another  variance 
of  np  great  importance.  It  was  {\lso  stated  the 
(^3,0U0  appropriation  remained,  upon  wliich  the 
House  had  just  acted. 

Some  irregular  conversation  ensued,  in  the 
course  of  which, 

Mr.  KENNEDY,  of  Indiana,  explained  that 
the  substitute  was  interlined  in  one  particular  of 
which  he  was  not  awure  at  the  time  he  otTered  it. 
He  intended  to  offer  the  bill  as  it  came  from  the 
committee,  with  the  word  "  Illinois"  stricken  out, 
and  he  wished  the  substitute  to  be  made  what  he 
designed  it  to  be. 

Objections  were  made  to  any  modification  of 
the  substitute;  and  m  conversation  and  excite- 
ment prevailed,  durii.e.  ..hich  a  motion  to  adjourn 
was  made,  the  vote  on  which  was  taken  by 
Messrs.  C.  JoiiNsos  and  Huge,  as  tellers;  and 
resulted — 80  in  the  affirmative,  63  in  the  negative. 

The  House  then  ai^urned. 


The  following  peitiionH,  preMPnted  tn-dny,  were  handed 
to  the  reporters  hv  the  ineniher^  presentltif;  Ihetu; 

By  Mr.  WBNl'VVOB'lll  :  The  pcUlioil  of  eumlry  elll- 
rens  Irum  Kane  and  Ue  Kalb  oiiintle,',  In  the  State  of  llll- 
Doh*,  for  a  mail  route  from  St.  t'liarlcs,  Kane  county,  via 
Berkshire,  lionoB,  and  Ilick'n  Mills,  to  Cleveland,  floon 
roanty,  lllinoiti ;  wliieh  was  referred  to  tile  ConiiiiKtee  on 
the  Post  (.itfu'c  and  Post  Itnads. 

By  Mr.  iii;i!lii:LL  :  'I'iie  |>etiHOH  of  Jeremiah  Wright, 
of  I..lvingsioii  county.  New  York,  praying  Congress  to  grant 
him  a  pension  from  llie  time  of  iiis  diseltarge  in  the  siitn- 
•mer  of  IHio,  in  tile  last  war,  until  N'oveinher,  IH2?,  when 
he  w.-w  placed  on  tlie  peiisiini  roll ;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions. 

By  Mr.  ll.VI-K  ;  TLe  memorial  of  John  R.  St.  John,  al- 
leging that  he  has  discovered  a  principle  hy  which  the  vari- 
ation of  the  in.'ignetic  needle  from  due  north,  nt  all  times 
and  places,  under  any  cireiiinstances,  may  be  readily  and 
accurately  a.-.eertalned  ;  and  al-t»  has  Invented  a  mttehlne 
for  accurately  measuring  the  distance  a  vessel  sails  in  a 
given  time,  and  praying  Congress  to  make  an  appropriation 
lor  pureha-'ing  the  same  for  national  use;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  tin!  ('ominittei;  oij  Commerce. 

By  Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indi'ina :  The  petit  Ion  of  George  Wash- 
ington Chanihers  and  twenty-two  others,  cittzi^ns  of  Sulli- 
van county,  Indiana,  asking  a  drniatloii  of  land  to  improve 
Uie  navl^.ition  of  the  Wabasli  river.  Also,  itie  peiiiiouof 
George  \  ouiig  and  twenty-one  others,  cilirens  of  Knojt 
coiinly,  Indiuna,  iiihiu  the  same  sulijecl. 

By  .Mr.  II.\MLIN  :  The  peitlion  of  Joseph  Kelscy,  oiid 
alKiut  one  liundred  otiiers,  citizens  of  iMalne,  for  a  rednc- 
lion  of  letter  postage  to  three  cents  IhrouglMjut  tlie  (Jnlled 
giates,  and  lor  u  sitnilar  reduetirxi  of  postage  <mi  newspa- 
pers and  pamphlets,  and  for  the  entire  abuiiliiui  of  the  frank- 
ing privilege  ;  which  ,v!m  referred  to  the  Coininittee  on  tlie 
Fust  OtTlce  and  Post  Roads. 

By  Mr.  S.\.>IPLE:  'I'lie  petition  of  Henry  Knbinson  and 
tliirly-nine   otiiers,  citizens  of  Benton  eounly,  Indiana, 

fraying  Uie  establisliinent  of  a  mail  route  tronijjafayette, 
ndiaua,  via  Parristi  Grove,  to  Peoria,  Illinois. 


IN  SENATE. 
Thursday,  ^pril  18,  1844. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  presented,  from  the  citizens  of 
Granger,  in  the  county  of  Medina,  Ohio,  ond  of 
Austinburg,  Ashtabula  county,  Ohio, two  remon- 
strances against  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the 
Union;  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  presented  a  memorial  fiom 
citizens  of  Lebanon  county,  Pennsylvania,  in 
wliich  the  memorialists  respectfully  suggest  their 
opinion  that  any  iiiodificAilon  or  chanse  of  the 
tariff  of  1S42,  at  the  present  session  of  Congress, 
would  be  injurious;  and  they  pray  that  Congress 
will  abstain  from  any  legislation  on  the  subject. 
Mr.  C.  gave  an  assurance  to  the  memorialists  that 
their  prayer  would  be  regarded;  that  nothing 
>votild  be  done  with  the  tariff  ot  the  present  ses- 
sion of  Congress.  The  memorial  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  ARCHER  presented  a  memorial  from 
Fredericksburg,  Virginia,  asking  that  the  present 
tariff  of  duties  may  not  be  disturbed. 

Mr.  CHOATE  presented  a  petition  from  Mrs. 
Green,  of  New  York,  praying  for  a  nav.tl  pension 
for  the  naval  services  of  her  late  husband;  which 
was  referred  so  the  Committee  on  Naviil  Afl'oir*. 


8T.\TI8TICS  OF  COMMERCK  AND  NAVIGATION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  one  hundred  and 
fifty  additional  copies  were  ordered  to  be  printed, 
for  the  use  of  the  Department,  of  the  report  from 
the  Treasury  Department  of  the  annual  statistics 
of  commerce  and  navigation. 

GENERAL  EDUCATION. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  submitted  the  following  res- 
olution: 

ResotveJ,  That  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia be-dlreeted  to  Inquire  into  tlie  expediency  of  establish- 
ing within  the  District  some  system  of  elementary  educa- 
tion, wttieh  sliail  he  open  and  free  to  Uic  children  itf  all  its 
citizens;  and  if  forming  an  opinion  in  favor  of  such  a  sys- 
tem, timt  they  examine  and  report  the  best  one  for  that  pur- 
pose ;  and  the  best  mode,  whetherby  local  taxation  or  other- 
wise, of  supporting  the  system. 

Mr.  W.  said  that  the  resolution  was  one  merely 
of  inquiry,  and  offered  ut  the  request  of  some  of 
the  citizens  of  the  District.  He  was  not  partial 
to  any  particular  form  or  system  that  might  be 
odopted;  but  Congress  having  exclusive  power  of 
legislation  for  the  District,  and  this  being  a  sub- 
ject of  vast  importance,  it  was  certainly  worthy 
of  examination  by  the  committee.  He  therefore 
hoped  the  subject  would  be  sent  to  the  committee 
without  delay. 

The  question  was  put  on  the  resolution;  and  it 
was  adopted. 

BILL  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  B.\GBY,  on  leave, introduced  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  certain  persons  who  lost  their  right  of  pre- 
emption to  enier  lands  under  the  preemption  act 
of  June  IS),  1834,  by  the  locution  of  re.>!ervntinns 
under  the  late  treaty  with  the  Creek  Indians,  for 
the  chiefs  and  orphans  of  that  tribe;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands. 

NEW  COLLECTION  DISTRICT. 

The  following  resolution,  reported  from  the 
Committee  on  Commerce,  by  Mr.  Huntington, 
on  Tuesday  last,  was  taken  up,  and  agreed  to: 

Retolredy  That  the  Seefctory  of  the  Treasury  he  instructed 
to  Instltnte  inquiries  as  to  tile  trade  and  ct>in'ineree,  foreign 
and  domestic,  of  liie  Gulf  of  ^Mexico,  tietween  the  port  of 
St.  Marks  and  Charlotte  hay,  and  especially  at  or  near  the 
Cedar  Keys ;  and  that  he  rejKirl  to  the  Senate,  at  its  next 
session,  the  lacts  he  shall  obtain,  with  his  opinion  of  tile 
expediency  of  the  establisliinent  of  a  new  collttction  dis- 
trict, Willi  a  port  of  entry  at  the  Cedar  Keys. 

GEORGE  UARRI80N. 

The  adverse  reportoflht  Committee  on  Claims 
in  the  case  of  George  Harrison,  praying  to  be 
relea-sed  from  liability  for  the  amount  of  overpay- 
ments made  by  him  while  paymaster  in  the  Army, 
and  to  be  allowed  a  commission  on  his  disburse- 
ments, was  taken  tip. 

After  a  few  remarks  hy  Mr.  CRITTENDEN, 
showing  that  the  conclusions  of  the  committee — 
"that  the  prayer  ought  not  to  be  granted" — were 
not  properly  founded,  and  Mr.  PHELPS  in  sup- 
port of  the  decision  of  the  committee  as  a  legal 
question  merely, 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  moved  lo  strike  from  the 
resolution  of  the  committee  the  word  "  not,"  so 
as  to  make  the  resolution  read  "  that  the  prayer 
of  the  petition  ought  to  be  granted." 

This  amendment  was  agreed  to;  and,  on  his 
further  motion,  the  subject  was  recommitted  to 
the  Committee  on  Claims,  with  instructions  to 
report  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  petitioner. 

HISTORY  OF  OKEOON. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ARCHER,  the  previous  or- 
ders of  the  day  were  postponed,  and  the  Senate 
took  up,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  bill 
for  the  purchase  of  certain  copies  of  the  History 
of  Oregon,  California,  ond  other  Territories  on 
the  north  and  west  coast  of  North  America. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  moved  to  strike  out  that  portion 
of  the  last  section  of  the  bill  which  provides  for 
the  distribution  of  copies  of  this  book  to  mem- 
bers of  Congress  and  offtcersof  the  Government. 

Mr.  ARCHER  acceded  to  this  motion.  He  had 
supposed  it  would  better  conform  to  the  object  of 
the  Senator  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Tappan]  to  consider 
it  in  blank;  because  he  (iMr.  A.)  presumed  that 
the  Senator,  as  chairman  of  the  Library  Commit- 
tee, would  like  to  have  some  disposal  of  the  books, 
in  the  event  of  the  passage  of  the  bill.  He  was 
willing  to  consider  it  in  blank,  so  as  to  receive  any 
proposition  that  the  honorable  Senator  from  Ohio 
might  think  proper  to  make. 

Mr.  TAPPAIN  said  he  would  like  to  have  some 


report  from  the  committee,  showing  the  quantity 
of  matter,  and  the  cost  of  publishing  this  work 
in  the  ordinary  way.  Mr.  Greenhow,  he  be- 
lieved, was  a  clerk  in  the  Department  of  State, 
and  had  prepared  his  work  while  in  the  public 
service,  and  under  the  direction  of  the  SccreUiry 
of  State.  He  was  opposed  to  the  practice  of  Con- 
gress becoming  a  patron  of  literature  generally. 
He  did  not  deem  it  necessary  in  any  case,  and 
especially  in  eases  of  this  kind,  for  Congress  to 
become  the  first  purchaser  of  works  which  con- 
cerned the  public  in  general.  Such  a  work  as 
this,  going  fully  into  the  interesting  question  of 
the  title  of  this  country  to  the  Territory  of  Ore- 
gon, required  no  patronage  from  ihe  Government. 
The  best  patronage  in  this  country  was  that  of 
the  reading  public;  and  any  man  who  compiles 
such  a  work  as  Mr.  Greenhow 's — if  it  was  such 
as  it  was  represented  to  be — would  find  that  hs 
could  sell  to  the  booksellers  for  sufficient  to  com- 
pensate him  for  his  labor.  He  held,  therefore, 
that  it  was  wholly  unnecessary  to  have  the  pub- 
lication of  this  work  placed  uiidiT  the  patronage 
of  the  Government.  If  Mr.  Greenhow  had  put)- 
lished  his  book,  instead  of  making  this  applica- 
tion to  Congress,  five  thousand  copies  of  it  could 
have  been  sold  in  two  or  three  months  in  the 
western  country  alone.  It  was  a  work  that  would 
be  in  very  extensive  demand.  But  if  Mr.  Green- 
how was  waiting  for  the  patronage  of  Congress, 
by  the  passage  of  this  bill;  w.iiling  for  remuner» 
ation  from  the  Governmc^nt;  and  if  the  work 
would,  by  the  delay  in  its  publication,  lose  its 
interest,  it  was  his  own  fault.  If  he  had  gone  on 
in  the  beginning  of  the  winter,  and  sold  the  right 
to  Ihe  publishers,  he  might  easily  have  sold  a  suf- 
ficient number  of  copies  to  defray  all  the  expenses 
of  publication;  but  the  probability  was,  that  now 
he  could  scarcely  sell  a  copy,  or,  at  least,  the  sale 
would  be  very  limited.  He  thought,  however, 
that  there  was  no  reason  why  Congress  should 
purchase  fifteen  hundred  copies  for  any  purpose 
whatever.  He  was  opposed  to  this  system  of 
patronage.  In  the  present  case,  he  deemed  it 
wholly  unnecessary. 

Mr.  ARCHER  understood  the  honorable  sen- 
ator from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Tappan,]  in  the  observa- 
tions which  he  had  addressed  to  the  Senate,  to 
call  for  a  report  from  the  committee.  Before  he 
proceeded  to  reply  to  the  observations  of  that 
gentleman,  he  would  inquire  what  report  he 
wanted.  There  were  two  reports,  one  of  which 
accompanied  the  bill.  The  other  was  a  state- 
ment by  Mr.  Greenhow  himself. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  wished  to  have  the  report 
which  stated  what  would  be  the  actual  cost  of 
priming  the  work. 

The  detailed  statement  of  Mr.  Greenhow  was 
then  read  by  the  Clerk;  which  went  to  show  that 
the  one  thousand  five  hundred  copies  could  not 
be  furnished  for  less  than  $3,000  to  afford  any 
compensation  to  the  oiithor. 

Mr.  ARCHER  said  he  could  not  but  express 
his  surprise  that  a  gentleman,  eminenlly  literary 
as  the  Senator  from  Ohio  was  known  to  be, should 
so  strongly  oppose  the  passage  of  the  bill  now 
under  consideration.  He  had  nothing  left  to  do 
but  to  appeal  to  the  declaration  of  the  honomble 
Senator  himself,  that  this  was  a  work  of  very 
great  Waluc,  antl  that  its  value  was  peculiarly 
great  at  the  present  time.  This  question  at  issue 
between  the  Government  of  the  United  Slates  and 
that  of  Great  Britain  was  now  about  to  be  de- 
cided; and  wlielher  the  negotiation  should  result 
one  way  or  the  other,  it  was  necessary  to  have 
correct  information  on  the  subject.  He  appealed 
to  the  honorable  Senator  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Tap- 
pan,]  and  to  the  Senate,  lo  decide  whether  it  was 
not  of  the  utmost  importance  that  thi-  people  of 
the  United  States  should  have  full  and  authentic 
infornioiion  in  relation  to  the  subject  of  negotia- 
tion? No  man  would  deny  that  the  information 
could  not  be  obtained  in  a  correct  form  except 
through  the  medium  of  Mr.  Greenhow's  work, 
without  expending  a  vast  omount  of  labor  and 
lime.  The  Senator  from  Ohio  said  that  Mr. 
Greenhow  was  a  clerk  in  the  Department  of 
State,  and  that  he  had  compiled  this  book  while 
in  the  discharge  of  his  duty  in  that  Department. 
Some  years  ago,  when  Mr.  Forsyth  was  Secre- 
tary of  Slate,  Mr.  Greenhow,  by  his  authority, 
did  make  a  compilation.  It  was  highly  com- 
mended by  the  Secretary,  and  lliis  body  demon- 
strated its  approbation  of  Us  merit:). 
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Mr.  Greenhow  was  induced,  after  the  piiblica- 
tionofthis  work, to  look  further  into  the  subject — 
to  consult  authorities— dncuntents,  manuscripts, 
&c.;  and  he  became  convinced  that  he  could  pro- 
duce a  book  of  much  higher  value  than  he  had 
produced  by  the  order  of  the  Secretary.  The 
work  now  under  consideration  was  the  result. 
Mr.  Greenhow  stated  that  he  had  been  employed 
six  years  in  the  production  of  this  book,  which 
'  was  a  fact  acknowledged  by  the  Senator  from 
Ohio  himself.  What  was  the  character  of  the 
book  ?  It  was  a  work,  as  the  report  said,  which, 
from  its  peculiar  character,  could  not  be  sold; 
and  therefore  could  not  be  published  without  a 
material  loss  to  the  man  who  had  expended  so 
much  labor  in  its  compilation,  unless  with  the 
assistance  of  the  Gnvernment.  According  to  the 
statement  made  by  Mr.  Greenhow  to  him,  he 
must  inevitably  sulTer  a  loss,  unless  this  aid  be 
afforded  him  by  the  Government  of  the  United 
States. 

It  was  admitted  on  all  sides  that  the  bonk  was 
of  great  value,  and  required  great  labor  in  its  com- 
pilation. It  was  also  allowed  that  the  present 
movement  was  an  exigent  one.  The  information 
contained  in  Mr.  Greenhow 's  work  was  of  the 
utmost  importance;  and  that  information  could 
not  be  had  except  through  his  book.  Was  this 
a  moment,  when  this  man  d'ifi  not  claim  a  dona- 
tion, but  an  act  of  strict  justice — when  all  at- 
tested the  value  of  the  work — to  say  that  it  should 
be  a  loss  to  the  author  ?  He  was  not  prepared  to 
avail  himself  of  the  labors  of  another,  and  make 
him  no  sort  of  remuneration,  and  yet  that  would 
be  the  effect  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  of  a  refusal 
U)  pass  this  bill. 

As  an  evidence  of  the  value  of  the  work  under 
consideration, even  the  former  work  of  Mr.  Green- 
how, upon  which  this  was  founded,  received  the 
very  highestcommendation in  England , Germany, 
and  France.  In  their  reviews  they  freely  acknowl- 
edge the  value  of  that  compilation.  Here  was  a 
work  enlarging  upon  the  former  compilation,  and 
showing  clearly  the  grounds  upon  which  the  claim 
of  the  United  States  to  the  Territory  of  Oregon 
was  based.  We  would  perhaps  conduct  this  ne- 
gotiation to  a  successful  issue,  by  means  of  the 
very  arms  put  into  our  hands  by  Mr.  Greenhow; 
and  yet  gentlemen  on  the  other  sitfe  seemed  dis- 
posed to  drive  from  the  doors  of  Congress  the 
very  man  who  had  put  these  implements  of  suc- 
cess into  our  hands.  And  how  would  he  be 
driven  from  the  doors?  Not  only  by  making 
him  a  loser  for  having  rendered  benefits  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  but  by  refusing 
to  do  him  an  act  of  iuslice. 

This  was  the  real  state  of  the  ouestion  under 
consideration  before  the  Senate.  The  statement 
carried  with  it  a  conclusion,  to  which  he  had  not 
the  least  doubt  the  Senate  was  going  to  come,  and 
he  waited  its  decision  without  any  apprehension 
that  it  would  be  unfavorable. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  had  another  objection.  He 
hoped  that  the  Governuient  would  not  be  at  the 
expense  of  paying  Mr.  Greenhow  for  a  map, 
when  there  was  already  in  the  Department  of 
Stale  a  map  of  Oregon  Territory,  superior,  he 
would  undertake  to  say,  to  any  that  had  been 
drawn  by  Mr.  Greenhow. 

Mr.  ARCHER  observed  that  there  Was  no 
extra  charge  for  the  map.    It  went  with  the  book. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  remarked  that,  even  if  it  did, 
4he  Government  owned  a  better  map  than  the 
author  of  this  work  could  produce,  and  the  Gov- 
ernment ought  certainly  not  to  pay  himfor  making 
a  map  inferior  to  that  which  was  already  in  iu 
possession. 

Mr.  ALLEN  had  notdesigned  to  say  anything 
upon  this  subject,  and  he  should  not  now  do  so, 
but  from  th«  very  peculiar  tone  of  complaint  which 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Virginia  [Mr  Arch- 
eb]  had  maintained  in  this  matter.  He  seemed 
inclined  to  think  that  those  who  did.notgo  in  favor 
of  this  bill  were  disposed  to  do  an  act  of  great 
injustice,  and  that  Mr.  Greenhow  had  a  right  to 
come  here  and  insist  upon  Congress  acceding  to 
his  proposition.  It  was  presented  as  a  question 
of  justice  or  injustice;  but  it  behooved  Senators 
to  look  to  the  question  as  it  was.  What  was  the 
case.'  It  was  briefly  this:  au  officer  in  the  State 
Department  was  directed  by  the  head  of  that  De- 
partment to  prepare  an  official  communication  to 
Congress  for  the  use  of  the  Government,  from  the 
archives  of  the  Department.    He  performed  that 


work,  and  faithfully.  The  work  was  found  to  be 
valuable,  and  as  such,  he  got,  as  compensation 
for  his  labor,  an  annual  Salary.  The  work  was 
a  public  document,  prepari'cHjy  order  of  the  pub- 
lic officer  at  the  head  of  the  State  Department,  and 
communicated  to  Congress  as  a  public  document; 
and  recognized  by  all  the  world  as  a  public  docu- 
ment. There  was  no  copyright  resulting  from 
the  productionof  this  work.  It  was  incorporated 
among  the  public  documcnia  of  Congress,  printed 
by  both  Houses,  and  might  be  reprinted  by  any 
establishment  in  the  United  States.  It  coiud  be 
reprinted  by  the  Harpers,  and,  he  had  no  doubt, 
sold  at  the  rate  of  twenty-five  cents  a  copy.  Afler 
all  this,  the  gentleman  who  compiled  the  work 
turned  bis  attention  to  the  subject  again,  and  en- 
larged upon  it  by  referring  to  other  documents, 
and  embracing  in  it  other  matter.  This  he  vol- 
untarily undertook,  and  he  now  brought  forth  the 
work  in  anew  form — ns  matter  of  private  property. 
He,  without  any  intimotion  from  the  Government 
that  anything  further  was  wanted  than  the  original 
compilation,  now  made  his  application  to  Con- 

fress  to  purchase  fifteen  hundred  copies  of  his 
ook;  and  a  bill  was  introduced  for  that  purpose. 
In  this  particular,  and  at  this  point.  Congress  met 
him  as  a  private  citizen.  He  tendered  the  prod- 
ucts of  his  own  brain;  and  it  remained  for  Con- 
gress to  say  whether  or  not  it  should  be  willing 
to  become  the  first  large  purchaser  of  this  work 
from  a  private  citizen.  There  was,  therefore,  no 
right  upon  his  partj  more  than  upon  the  part  of 
Nf  r.  Bancroft,  or  of  Mr.  Prescott,  or  of  any  other 
able  and  learned  minds  and  men  of  genius  in  this 
country,  to  make  such  an  application.  They  had 
no  right  to  demand  of  Congress  the  purchase  of 
fincen  hundred  copies  of  their  works,  or  of  one 
copy. 

Suppose  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was 
required  to  communicate  to  Congress,  at  every 
session, a  report  on  finance;  afler  making  a  report, 
suppose  he  should  elaborate  that  report,  and  en- 
large it  into  an  essay  on  finance,  and  present  it 
to  Congress  at  the  next  session,  and  demand  that 
the  Government  should  purchase  fifteen  hundred 
copies:  would  it  not  stand  upon  precisely  the 
same  ground  upon  which  this  application  stood.' 
Precisely  the  same.  He  did  not  see  how  it  was 
possible  for  Congress  to  set  this  precedent  of  be- 
coming the  first  purchaser  of  worKs  produced  by 
every  literary  gentleman  throughout  the  country. 
To  say  that  this  was  a  work  of  very  deep  interest 
to  the  whole  country,  was  to  say  nothing  more 
than  could  be  said  of  thousands  of  others.  What 
was  it  compared  with  works  treating  upon  the 
financial  policy  of  the  Government?  Finance  was 
a  subject  that  admitted  of  no  fixed  principle.  It 
would  endure  fqr  an  indefinite  term  of  years.  It 
was,  therefore,  an  important  subject.  It  was  for- 
ever agitating  the  country;  and  yet,  should  we  be 
told  that,  when  a  gentleman  thought  proper  to 
write  a  work  on  finance,  it  was  driving  him  from 
the  doors  of  Congress  to  refuse  to  purchase  fifteen 
hundred  copies?  Every  question  of  appropria- 
tion involved  likewise  a  question  of  taxation. 
Senators  should  not  stand  here  bestowing  favors 
upon  men,  without  remembering  that  they  were 
imposing  burdens  upon  the  people. 

It  would  be  a  fortunate  circumstance — if,  by  the 
action  of  the  Government,  it  was  possible — to  re- 
quire, whenever  an  appropriation  was  made,  the 
samebill  to  carry  with  ita  tax.  Then  there  would 
be  check  upon  appropriations.  It  would  be  the 
wisest  invention  of  modern  times,  if  some  man 
could  devise  a  plan  by  which  every  bill  should 
carry  with  it  a  tax  necessary  to  make  the  appro- 
priation. But  when  we  had  the  money  in  our 
possession,  or  had  the  means  of  getting  it  without 
obtaining  it  in  the  direct  form  of  a  tax,  there  was 
no  difficulty  in  voting  appropriations;  and  hence 
it  was  that  so  many  appropriations  were  made, 
when  it  was  scarcely  known  what  they  were  made 
for.  The  disposition  to  extend  the  charitable 
hand  of  the  Government,  in  this  case,  carried  with 
it  the  dangerous  precedent  of  making  the  Govern- 
ment the  first  purchaser  of  all  literary  works  pro- 
duced in  the  country.  What  work  on  political 
economy  was  there  that  would  not  concern  the 
public  welfare?  He  took  his  stand  against  this 
bill,  not  as  having  anything  against  this  gentle- 
man, for  he  believed  him  to  be  a  very  meritorious 
man;  but  as  a  public  man,  whose  duty  it  was  to 
guard  the  public  interest.  He  would  not  lend  his 
stuictioo  to  auch  precedents.    He  wished  it  to  be 


distinctly  impressed  upon  the  minds  of  cTerr 
one — and  he  repeated  the  declamtion — thatCTery 
appropriation  carried  with  it  a  tax  upon  the  peo- 
ple. It  was  against  taxation  that  he  leveled  hii 
objections  now.  If  the  expenditures  of  the  Go?- 
ernment  were  not  limited,  taxation  could  not  be 
limited. 

He  was  glad  to  find  that  his  colleague  had  called 
the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  main  objection 
to  this  bill.  Whatever  might  be  his  kindness  to- 
wards the  individual  who  made  the  application, 
his  duty  as  a  public  man  required  that  he  should 
oppose  the  passage  of  this  bill  through  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States.  , 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  rose  to  address  the  Senate. 

Mr.  MERRICK  suggested  that  the  hour  for 
the  special  order  had  arrived. 

Mr.  ARCHER  made  an  appeal  to  the  Senator 
from  Maryland,  and  hoped  he  would  not  pieia 
the  special  order. 

Mr.  MERRICK  did  not  like  to  have  the  onlet 
of  the  day  put  off  in  this  manner;  but  be  hadno 
desire  to  obstruct  the  business  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  ARCHER  said  he  would  promise  lo  call 
for  the  special  order  in  half  an  hour,  if  the  bill 
under  consideration  was  not-disposed  of  by  that 
lime. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  remarked  that  he  had  hot 
a  few  words  to  say  upon  this  subject,  and  h< 
should  make  good  his  promise  that  he  would  d^ 
tain  the  Senate  but  a  very  few  moments. 

The  President  of  this  hgdy  had  appointed  him 
a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  RelaUons; 
and  he  was  very  happy  to  serve  under  so  wonliy 
a  thief  as  his  friend  from  Virginio.  This  subject 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions; and,  without  the  slightest  partiality,  villi- 
out  the  slightest  feeling  towards  Mr.  Qreenhow 
or  his  book,  he  had  considered  the  matter  upoa 
the  principles  of  stricLjustice;  and  if  injustice— 
in  strict  justice — under  the  peculiar  (^rcomsianccs 
of  the  case,  the  Senate  ought  not  to  make  Uiis 
subscription  to  Mr.  Greenbow's  book,  he  hoped 
that  it  would  not  be  made.  He  put  it  entirely 
upon  that  ground.  It  was  not  a  question  of  gratu- 
ity at  all;  it  was  a  question  of  strict  justice. 

When  the  chairman  of  the  committee  framed 
the  bill,  he  did  not  consult  the  other  memben 
about  the  disposal  of  the  books;  and  when  be 
learned  that  each  member  of  Congress  was  to  re- 
ceive a  copy,  he  objected  to  that  clause,  and  the 
chairman  at  once  agreed  to  strike  it  out.  He  ob- 
jected to  it  because  he.  held  that,  having  once  put 
down  the  practice  of  purchasing  books  for  mem- 
bers of  Congress,  it' should  be  discountenanced 
forever.  There  was  nothing,  in  a  small  •ay, 
more  corrupting — nothing  more  disgraceful  to 
members  of  Congress — than  to  purchase  books 
for  themselves  at  the  expense  of  tne  Government. 

That  objection  was  now  removed  by  the  amend- 
ment of  his  friend  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Tutu-l 
What  was  the  argument  Aivanced  againal  diis 
bill  ?  That  it  would  be  a  precedent  for  oilier 
coses;  and  that  Mr.  Bancroft,  Mr.  Prescott,  or 
any  other  distinguished  literary  man,  could  ap- 
peal to  Congress  with  a  similar  claim  to  bare  a 
subscription  for  his  productions  that  Mr.  Green- 
how did.  More  than  this,  hia  friend  from  Obio 
[Mr.  Allen]  said  that  the  Secretary  of  theTn"- 
ury  could  dress  up  one  of  his  annual  reports,  and 
make  an  elaborate  essay  upon  finance  of  it,  and 
then  make  a  similar  appeal,  with  quite  as  great  a 
show  of  justice  as  this  appeal  was  made. 

No  w,  he  thought  that  when  the  objections  came 
to  be  considered  by  Senators,  it  would  be  found 
that  there  was  nothing  at  all  in  Jhem.  This  wo 
a  most  peculiar  case;  and  he  trusted  no  case  aum- 
lar  to  it  might  ever  arise  under  the  (JovemoeJit 
But  if  it  did,  he  should  be  very  glad  to  obtain  the 
information  which  we  had  obtained  through  il» 
exertions  of  Mr.  Greenhow  at  a  cost  of  five  tima 
the  amount  of  $3,000.  Yes,  six  rears  ago,  if  be 
could  have  contracted  to  obtain  the  infonnauoa 
on  the  subject  of  our  title  to  the  Territory  of 
Oregon  contained  in  this  book,  he  would  willias- 
ly  have  voted  $20,000  to  procure  it. 

He  had  said  this  wew  a  particular  ease.  It  W 
been  in  agitation  between  the  GovemmeBtoftbe 
United  States  and  that  of  Great  Britain  for  more 
them  a  quarter  of  a  century;  and,  with  all  rewe<* 
to  tliose  who  had  discussed  the  subject,  until  Mr- 
Greenhow  made  his  compilation,  we  never  oiidef- 
stood  our  own  case.  It  is  true  that  we  bad  njbi' 
«ously  claimed  the  title  to  the  territory  at  the  bob" 
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of  the  Columbia,  and  to  the  sources  of  that  river, 
by  discovery;  but  we  never  had  an  examination 
into  the  old  Spanish  title,  and  the  history  of  the 
old  Spanish  voyages,  which  gave  us  a  right  up  to 
540  40"  of  north  latitude.  Itrcc^uircd  time,  indus- 
try, patience,  ability,  and  experience;  and  the  ob- 
laniins:  from  Madrid  an  examination  of  a  great 
many  Spanish  manuscripts  and  printed  journals. 
All  this  was  undertaken  by  this  gentleman;  and 
all  the  information  furnished  in  such  a  manner  as 
to  present  the  cause  of  the  United  States  to  the 
%vholc  world  in  a  different  light  from  that  in  which 
it  had  ever  been  presented  before. 

And  was  this  man,  who  had  thus  labored  in  the 
cause  of  his  country — who  had  thus  rendered  an 
essential  service  to  the  Government*— to  be  ruined 
by  his  attempt  to  sustain  our  claim?  for,  unless 
this  subscription  were  awarded  him;  unless  he 
could  obtain  it  from  the  Government,  the  little 
means  which  he  had  acquired  from  his  salary  of 
§1,61)0  a  year  would  be  entirely  exhausted.  He 
must  sell  twenty-five  Ifundred  copies  of  this  work 
in  order  to  make  himself  whole;  but  he  believed 
that  he  never  could  sell  twenty-five  hundred  cop- 
ies in  this  country.  He  asked  him  would  not  the 
bookseller  agree  to  take  the  book  for  nothing.  His 
answer  was  "  no."  We  all  knew  that  the  history 
of  Oregon  and  California  was  not  a  subject  calcu- 
lated to  excite  general  attention.  It  was  a  subject 
in  which  the  general  reader  took  little  interest. 
Vew  but  scientific  men  would  purchase  it;  and  he 
ventured  to  say  that  there  would  not  be  a  sale  of 
one  thousand  copies  in  this  country.  That  was 
Mr.  Greenhow's  opinion. 

He  understood  there  was  some  prospect  of  a 
demand  for  the  work  in  England.  Mr.  Green- 
how  had  an  order  for  two  hundred  and  odd  copies 
from  a  great  bookseller  in  London.  This  was 
mostjoyAil  information  to  him,  because,  in  the 
history  of  all  our  contests  with  England,  our  side 
of  the  question  had  never  been  presented  there. 
If  this  book  should  be  publishetl,  and  circulated 
there,  it  would  produce  much  effect  in  our  favor 
upon  the  minds  of  the  people  of  England.  He 
■was  afraid  that  the  intimation  of  his  friend  from 
Virginia,  [Mr.  Arciif.r,]  that  we  should  probably 
have  a  treaty  upon  the  subject  of  Oregon,  would 
turn  out  to  be  futile.  He  hoped  the  honorable 
Senator  had  some  information  to  support  the  inti- 
mation; but  until  he  had  the  mo.<it  authentic  assur- 
ance himself  of  that  fact,  he  should  still  remain 
convinced  that,  until  the  Governmentof  the  States 
took  some  more  decided  action  upon  the  subject, 
we  should  liave  no  treaty  with  England,  and  no 
settlement  of  this  quest'on. 

Why  say  that  this  gentleman  got  a  salary  of 
^l,6tMJa  year.'  Were  weentitled,on  thataccount, 
to  receive  all  the  labors  of  his  mind  during  those 
hours  which  he  was  not  called  upon  or  required 
by  law  to  spend  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty,  for 
tlic  last  five  or  six  years?  I!ul  he  did  not  desire 
to  go  into  that  question. 

Here  was  a  book  containing  the  most  inval- 
uable information ;  and  it  was  asked  of  Congress 
to  take  fifieen  hundred  copies.  How  were  these 
copies  tb  be  appropriated  ?  Most  certainly  they 
■were  to  go  to  the  Slate  Legislatures  and  to  the 
public  libraries;  tln-y  were  to  go  everywhere 
throughout  this  country,  where  public  men  who, 
in  all  probabiliiy,  never  would  see  the  book  unless 
this  subscription  was  made,  would  obtain  posses- 
sion of  ii,aiid  examine  into  the  subject  of  our 
cimm.  Here  was  the  Senate  gravely  deliberating 
in  debate  about  a  sum  of  ^^,000,  when  every  day 
it  expended  twice  that  amount  in  printing  docu- 
ments which  no  man  ever  cared  to  read.  There 
W08  the  document  of  Mr.  William  Cost  Johnson, 
a  report  of  five  or  six  hundred  pages.  There 
■were  documents — many  of  them,  too — printed  by 
the  Senate,  much  larger  than  this  book;  and 
among  these  was  a  report  of  anoiher  member  of 
the  House  of  Representatives.  The  .Senate  wos 
daily  in  the  habit  of  printing  documents  of  all 
kinds  for  which  there  was  no  pressing  necessity; 
and  yet  gentlemen  talked  of  the  extravagance  of 
this  project!  He  declared  that,  industrious  as  he 
■was,  he  had  not  time  to  read  one  tenth  of  the 
matter  thus  printed. 

And  now  it  was  made  a  question  whether  a 
book,  eminently  calculated  to  settle  a  controversy 
■with  the  must  powerful  nation  on  earth,  and  to 
end  a  question  of  vital  importance  to  the  country, 
should  be  purchased — fifteen  hundred  copies  of 
this  work,  fur  the  purpose  of  enabling  public  men 


to  obtain  correct  information  on  this  vital  ques- 
tion. 

While  he  lived  he  should  not  accept  a  book 
purchased  with  the  public  money.  He  thought, 
however,  that  in  justice  to  Mr.  Greenhow,  the 
least  Congress  could  do,  when  this  book  was  so 
urgently  needed,  and  when  he  laboriously  com- 
piled it,  was  to  purchase  fifteen  hundred  copies; 
and  after  doing  that,  even,  we  should  owe  him  a 
debt  of  gratitude  for  placing  us  clear  in  the  right, 
not  only  in  the  forty-ninth  decree,  but  in  the  fifty- 
fourth  degree  of  north  latitutie. 

His  position  under  the  committee  had  enabled 
him  to  obtain  the  facts  which  he  had  stated;  and 
he  had  no  disp9si(ion  to  do  anything  for  Mk 
Greenhow  but  what  was  just.  He  was  satisfied, 
however,  that  it  would  be  doing  him  less  than 
justice  10  refuse  to  buy  these  fifteen  hundred  cop- 
ies of  that  work.  He  knew  that,  in  his  own  Stale 
at  least,  this  question  of  title  to  Oregon  had  ex- 
cited a  very  deep  interest.  No  appropriation,  he 
felt  assured,  would  be  considered  by  ihem  better 
laid  out,  than  in  disseminating  the  information 
which  tins  book  contained. 

Mr.  ALLEN  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordervj. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  observed  that  his  position  was, 
that  the  author  would  receive  sufficient  patronage 
from  the  public,  and  that  Congress  had  no  busi- 
ness with  buying  his  hooks.  If  it  were  proved 
that  he  suffered  a  loss  by  the  publication,  and  that 
it  was  a  work  indispensable  to  the  Government, 
why  not  compensate  Mr.  Greenhow  for  his  ex- 
penditure and  time  by  an  appropriation  of  money, 
in  preference  to  the'modc  proposed  ?  He  moved 
to  strike  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill;  and,  if 
that  motion  prevailed,  he  would  subsequently 
move  to  amend  the  second  section,  so  that  Mr. 
Greenhow  should  be  compensated  for  the  expense 
and  labor  incurred  by  him. 

Mr.  ARCHER  viewed  this  motion  as  an  effort 
to  destroy  the  bill,  not  to  amend  it.  Should  the 
motion  prevail,  the  Senator's  hostility  would're- 
main  as  strong  as  ever  against  any  appropriation. 
Mr.  A.  argued  strongly  in  favor  of  the  merits  of 
the  work,  and  the  justice  of  compen.sating  Mr. 
Greenhow  in  the  manner  proposed  by  the  bill. 
He  opposed  the  amendment. 

The  subject  was  further  debated  by  Messrs. 
TAPPAN  and  BAGRY  in  opposition  to  the  bill, 
and  by  Messrs.  BAYARD  and  WALKER  in  its 
support. 

I  he  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Tappan's 
amendment,  and  it  was  rejected. 

The  question  then  came  up  on  ordering  the  bill 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading;  on  which  the 
yeas  and  nays  were  called  for,  and  ordered;  and 
they  resulted — yeas  27,  nays  13;  as  follows: 

yE.-\3 — Mi'ssr*.  Arehor,  Atchi!'r>n,  Rarrow,  ItMco.  R.iy- 
arri,  Huetmnaii,  Clioate,  Clnylon,  tJrittPiiden.  Fvnii*,  Fos- 
ter, FniiK'ii*,  Ilaiineeati,  Hiiywdnd,  linger,  llilnlinirton, 
Mungiim,  .MUjcr,  Moreliend,  Pciirt-e.  rticlp.s,  roncr^  Sim- 
ninn(4,  L'pliiun,  \Vulkt'r,  W'liite  ami  Woodiiridce — -'• 

N.-WS — Mert^r-*.  Allen.  AUicrtoii,  B.n;»by,  Brenae,  Col- 
quitt, Fairlit'td,  Fiillon,  AlcDullip,  Murrlck,  Scinplc,  Stur- 
geon, Tapp;iii  and  Wo»dhury — 13. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  a  third  time. 

POSTAGE — -FRANKIKO  PRITILEOK. 

The  bill  to  reduce  the  rates  of  postage,  to  limit 
the  use  and  correct  the  abuse  of  ihe  franking  priv- 
ilege, and  for  the  prevention  of  frauds  on  the  rev- 
enues of  the  Post  Office  Department,  was  taken 
u[>, as  reported  from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
the  question  pending  being  on  Mr.  IIannegan's 
moiioii  to  strikeout  [.art  of  the  first  section,  from 
the  sixth  line  to  the  end  of  the  thirteenth  line, 
and  to  insert: 

rf«>Ti  i;very  leller  in  niann^cript^  or  paper  of  any  kind, 
being  n  sincii:  i^heet,  and  not  csceediiifi  in  weittlil  one  hall" 
an  nuneo,  by  or  n|ii>n  ivliicti  int'orni.'Uiun  ^liall  be  iu>ked  ur 
eomniunicated  in  wrllin:?,  or  by  innrkH  or  i^i^n-',  liiere  shall 
be  charged  anil  collecled  for  coin*eyiii(5  tile  same  any  dis- 
innce  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  lifly  miles,  live  cents; 
and  for  any  distance  exceeding  one  tiundri-'d  and  lit'ty  miles 
and  not  e.xeeeiling  three  hundred  miles,  ton  cents;  and  for 
any  dist.nnee  exeeedini:  three  Inindred  nilles  and  net  ex- 
ceeding ttve  liundred  miles,  fifleirn  centH ;  and  Cor  any  dis- 
tance exceeding  live  hundred  miles  iweniy  cents. 

The  PRESIDENTstated  the  pending  question. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  said  he  would  modify  his 
amendment,  by  changing  the  distance  for  the  five 
cents  postage  from  one  hundred  and  fifty  to  one 
hundred  miles. 

The  question  was  then  stated,  with  this  modifi- 
I  cation. 


Mr.  HUNTINGTON  understood  the  effect  of 
the  amendment  would  be  to  increase  the  rates 
proposed  by  the  original  bill. 

Mr.  MEllRICK  said  if  this  amendment  was 
adopted.  Congress  might  as  well  pass  no  bill  at 
all.  It  would  defeat  the  principle  of  increase  of 
corresponde'iice. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for,  and  ordered. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  suggested  the  propriety  of 
recommitting  the  bill,  wiili  a  view  of  reporting 
back  separate  bills:  one  relating  to  the  reduction 
of  postage;  one  relating  to  the  prevention  of 
depredations  on  the  interests  of  the  Department; 
and  one  in  relation  10  the  franking  privilege.  This 
was  the  only  mode  in  which  a  fair  and  direct  vote 
of  the  Senate  could  be  had.  Each  subject  would 
be  considered  di.stincii\ely,  and  the  difficulty 
would  be  avoided  of  compelHng  gentlemen  to  take 
Ihe  whole  bill,  wliilc  strongly  objecting  to  some 
of  its  parls. 

Mr.  MERRICK  observed  that  any  recommittal 
of  the  bill  now  would  be  a  decision  that  no  post 
office  law  should  be  passed  ihis  session — the  2Tth 
of  next  month  having  already  been  appointed  for 
theodjournmcnl  of  Congress.  Already  there  had 
been  sufficient  discussion  on  the  bill  to  enable 
gentlemen  to  vote  as  underslandingly  as  thty 
could  on  separate  bills.  He  preferred  taking  the 
sense  of  the  Senate  as  to  all  amendmenls  deemed 
necessary,  and  then  upon  the  bill  itself,  even  if  it 
was  to  be  lost. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  remarked  that  it  was  difficult 
to  get  attention  concentrated  upon  a  proposilioii 
involvingthrcedistinctobjccis.eachof  which  was, 
in  itself,  properly  a  subject  of  legislation. 

Mr.  MERRICK  in-sisted  that,  to  a  great  extent, 
the  three  subjects  weic  so  intimately  dependent 
on  each  other  that  ihey  could  not  be  .separated. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  said,  as  his  proposition  did 
not  seem  acceptable  to  the  chairman  of  the  Post 
Office  Committee,  he  would  wiilidraw  it. 

The  question  recurring  on  Mr.  Hahkecam's 
amendment, 

Mr.  WHITE  wished  his  colleague's  proposi- 
tion had  been  so  modified  asto  havethe  maximum 
rate  oC  postage  only  fifieen  cents.  lie  would, 
however,  vote  for  his  motion,  with  the  understand- 
ing that,  should  it  prevail,  he  would,  when  the 
bill  was  taken  out  of  committee,  move  to  make 
the  highest  postage  fifteen  cents;  but  he  was  still 
more  in  favor  of  the  general  featuics  of  the  bill 
itself. 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays; 
and  resulted — yeas  14,  nays  21;  as  follows: 

YF..\9— Messrs.  .Mien,  Barrow,  Colquilt,  Ftistpr^  Frun- 
ela,  Fulton,  llnnnegan,  n.iywnnd,  linger,  .MeDuIRe,  Sevier 
Wtiite,  Woodbury,  and  VVriglil— M. 

NyWS — Messrs.  AUierton,  Hilgtiy,  Bales,  llnyard.  Breesc, 
('Iioate,  t'laylon,  Kvans,  Fairlield,  lliinlinglon,  Maiiguin, 
Merrieli.  Miller,  Mon-head,  I'earee,  I'orli'r,  Seinplc,  &im- 
nifnis,  Pinrgeon,  lTpham,and  VV'oodliridgi* — 21. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
inserting  the  following  additional  provision: 

Jicitfurther  enactetl,  Thai  the  exiH-nsesofliie  Post  Office 
Departjnent  shall  In  nn  ease  be  a  ciiarge  upon  the  geiteraj 
Treasury  of  the  United  States;  and  llit-  Po^iina-slerCieneral 
is  re(|Uired  10  reduce  Ihe  mail  lrau>|iMrt;ttion  and  mail  ser- 
vice Irom  time  lr>  time  wlien  it  may  become  necessary  to 
do  it,  so  a-*  to  avoi<l  at  all  tinies  an  J-xei-ss  of  t!xpense  over 
and  above  the  revenues  of  liie  Posr  Olhee  Uepartincut. 

Mr.  SEVIER  hoped  the  Senator  would  add  n. 
provision  that  the  postmaster  should  have  at  least 
one  mail  conveyed  to  each  county  town  in  each 
State,  in  case  extreme  reductions  should  become 
necessary. 

Mr.  ri AYWOOD  said  that  that  was  already 
provided  for  by  law. 

Mr.  ALLEN  suggested  that  the  question  ought 
to  be  divided. 

The  CHAIR  .said  it  was  quite  in  order  to  di- 
vide the  question. 

Mr.  .ALLEN  observed  that  it  was  desirable  it 
should  be  so,  as  it  would  enable  him,  and  he 
doubted  not  others,  to  vole  with  more  satisfaction 
on  the  separate  propositions. 

Mr.  MERRICK  said  the  law, as  itnow  stands, 
provides  that  the  Deparlment  slinll  depind  on  ils 
own  income.  If  that  prove  insufficient,  the  De- 
partment has  to  call  upon  Congress  to  pass  a  law 
for  the  payment  of  the  di-fieiency.  He  supposed 
this  amendmei.t  was  only  intended  to  defeat  the 
bill.  It  could  have  no  other  object,  as  it  could 
not  prevent  a  future  session  of  Congress  from 
passing  «  law  to  pay  a  post  office  deficit. 
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Mr.  HAYWOOD  remarked  that  if  an  experi- 
ment waa  to  be  tried  of  low  postage,  provision 
should  be  made  for  tlie  consequence  in  time.  Once 
the  reduction  lakes  place,  the  public  never  will 
consent  to  raising  the  rates  again;  and  if  the  in- 
come fall  short  of  the  cxpendilure,  the  Treasury 
will  be  the  sufferer.  He  suggested  that  the  ques- 
tion was  not  susceptible  of  division.  He  called 
for  tlie  yeas  and  nays. 
The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 
Mr.  MERRICK  observed  that  there  was  not 
revenue  now  for  the  support  of  the  Department; 
and  if  this  bill  was  not  passed,  the  Postmaster 
General  would  have  to  call  on  Congress  for  a  law 
to  pay  the  deficiency. 

Mr.  SIMMONS  suggested  the  propriety  of  the 
Senator  from  North  CJaroIina  [Mr.  Hatwood] 
withdrawing  his  motion  at  this  stage  of  llie  pro- 
ceedings- 
Mr.  HAYWOOD  assenting,  the  motion,  by 
unanimous  consent,  was  withdrawn. 

Mr.  EVANS  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
striking  out  of  the  first  scciinn  all  from  the  word 
*•  at,"  in  the  third  line,  to  the  word  "  ounce,"  in 
the  twenty-third  line,  and  inserting  the  following: 

That  there  iball  be  charged,  in  lieu  of  the  rates  o(  poat- 
age  now  efttablished  by  Inw,  Uie  fulluwing  rates,  namely: 
for  every  single  letter  conveyed  any  disuiitce  under  thirty 
miles,  tiirce  cents;  for  thirty  and  under  one  hiiudred  and 
eighty  miles,  five  cenia ;  over  une  hundred  nnd  eighty  and 
Udder  four  hundred  nitles,  ten  cents;  iivi-r  four  hundred 
milca,  filteen  cents;  and  for  a  double  leuer,  double  Uiese 
rates  ;  and  for  a  treble  letter,  ireUle  these  rates  ;  and  for  a 
quadruple  leuer,  quadruple  these  mtes;  and  every  parcel 
compoeed  of  one  piece  of  paper,  or  whicli  does  not  exceed 
ooe  quarter  of  an  ounce  In  weiglit,  sliaii  be  considered  a 
single  letter ;  and  every  parcel  composed  of  not  more  Uian 
two  pieces  of  paper,  or  not  exceeding  one  half  ounce  in 
weight,  shall  be  deemed  a  doable  letter  :  and  every  parcel 
cootaiuillg  not  laore  than  four  pieces  of  paper,  or  not  weigh- 
ing over  one  ounce,  shall  be  considered  a  quadruple  leuer; 
and  for  every  addiUoiial  quarter  of  art  ounce  beyond  one 
ounce  in  weight,  the  additional  postage  of  a  single  letter 
■ball  be  added." 

Mr.  E.  said  he  only  ventured  to  propose  this 
amendment  because  he  was  anxious  some  bill 
should  pass;  and  he  feared  the  original  bill  would 
wholly  fail  to  yield  sufficient  income  to  the  De- 
partment. The  present  system  coiisists  of  five 
distances — one  of  thirty  miles,  one  of  eighty,  one 
of  one  hundred  and  fifty, one  offour  hundred, and 
one  for  all  distances  beyond  four  hundred  miles. 
It  seemed  extraordinary  that  the  number  of  letters 
•ent  for  each  of  these  distances  should  come  so 
near  corresponding.  The  Postmaster  General 's 
report  shows  that,  last  year,  the  number  for  the 
first  distance  (thirty  miles)  was  four  million  one 
hundred  thousand;  for  the  second,  (eighty  miles,) 
five  million  five  hundred  thousand;  fur  the  third, 
(one  hundred  and  fifty  miles,)  four  million  seven 
hundred  thousand;  for  the  fourth,  (four  hundred 
miles,)  five  million  three  hundred  thousand;  and 
for  the  greatest  distance,  four  million  five  hundred 
thousand.  But  the  rate  of  postage  on  each  of 
the  routes  was  very  dissimilar,  namely:  on  the 
first,  the  shortest  distance,  the  income  was  only 
|247,000;  on  the  second,  the  next  shortest  dis- 
tance, |555,000;  on  the  third,  |^58,000;  but  the 
longest  distance  (beyond  four  hundred  miles) 
yielded  an  amount  equal,  very  nearly,  to  the  whole 
of  the  three  short  distances — $1,126,000. 

He  then  went  into  a  minute  sUilistical  review  of 
the  probable  receipts,  according  to  the  two  rates 
(five  and  ten  cents)  proposed  by  the  original  bill, 
and  showed  that,  by  his  calculation,  allowing  for 
the  increase  to  be  expected  from  the  cheap-post- 
age system,  the  income  of  the  Department  could 
not  meet  the  necessary  expenditures. 

He  estimated  the  deficit  at  $739,354,  at  least. 
He  did  not  know  that  his  own  amendment  would 
better  the  bill  a  great  deal;  but  from  the  best  con- 
sideration he  had  been  able  to  give  the  subject 
during  the  short  time  he  had  to  make  computa- 
tions upon  it,  he  took  it  for  granted,  judging  by 
the  same  statistics  which  had  been  his  guide  in 
computing  the  probable  effects  of  the  rates  pro- 
posed by  the  original  bill,  that  the  rates  he  pro- 
posed, according  to  distances,  would  yield  revenue 
enough  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  Department, 

Mr.  MERRICK  said  that  the  Post  Office  Com- 
mittee had  made  very  minute  and  pnins-taking 
calculations,  with  a  view  of  ascertaining  what 
rates  and  what  distances  would  be  most  pro- 
ductive of  revenue ;  and  tliey  had  become  entirely 
satisfied  that  five  cents  for  all  distances  uiider  one 
hundred  miles,  and  ten  cents  for  all  distances  be- 
yond that,  for  every  half  ounce,  would  be  the 


lowest  rates  that  could  save  the  Department  from 
loss.  The  committee  did  not  doubt  that  there 
would  be  a  decrease  of  income  in  the  first  in- 
stance, in  consequence  of  the  sudden  reduction 
from  an  average  rate  ofjiosui^e  of  fourteen  cents 
to  seven  and  a  naif  cents;  but  it  was  contemplated 
that  a  considerable  saving  of  expenditures  could 
be  made,  whibh  would  cover  the  probable  falling 
off.  He  then  stated  the  busis  of  the  calculations 
made  by  the  Post  Office  Committee.  [The  same 
as  published  heretofore  during  this  discussion.] 
The  Committee  had  examined  the  statistics  of 
the  penny-post  system  in  England,  and  ascer- 
tained from  them  that,  if  letter-writing  was  as 
nuch  practiced  in  this  countr-f  as  in  England, 
not  one  half  of  the  correspondence  of  the  United 
States  passed  through  the  mail.  In  fact,  taking 
the  correspondence  of  England  upon  the  standard 
of  population,  and  applying  the  rule  to  the  United 
Stales,  the  commillec  computed  that  a  low  rate 
of  postage  here  would  induce  an  nddiiion  of  from 
one  hundred  million  to  one  hundred  nnd  sixty 
million  letters  to  be  sent  through  the  mail.  The 
committee,  however,  did  not  go  to  the  full  ex- 
tent of  that  computation,  nor  was  it  necessary 
to  do  so;  for  an  addition  of  one  third  of  that  com- 
putation would,  under  the  rates  proposed  in  the 
bill,  insure  sufficient  income  to  the  Department 
to  meet  its  expensed.  On  the  whole,  Mr.  M. 
objected  to  the  amendment;  he  thought  it  much 
better  that  the  bill  should  stand  as  it  was.  If  the 
the  Senator  from  Maine  would  modify  his  amend- 
ment so  as  to  strike  out  the  three  cents  rate  fur 
thirty  miles,  and  the  extension,  of  the  five  cents 
rale  to  one  hundred  and  eif  bly  miles,  leaving  it 
one  hundred  miles,  as  in  the  bill,  he  should  not 
object  to  fifteen  cents  being  charged  for  all  dis- 
tances over  four  hundred  miles.  He  called  for 
the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  would  not  now  offer 
amendments  to  the  amendment;  but  if  it  should 
be  adopted,  he  would,  when  the  bill  came  out  of 
committee,  propose  such  modifications  as  he 
thought  necessary. 

The  PRESIDENT  announced  that  the  bill  had 
been  reported  back  from  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  iiome  daysttigo,  and  was  now  under  con- 
sideration in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  observed  that  there  were 
two  of  the  rates  proposed  by  the  Senator  from 
Maine  to  which  he  aid  not  object;  the  first  was 
the  low  rate  of  three  cents  for  thirty  miles;  and 
the  next,  the  highest  rate,  fifteen  cents  for  the 
maximum.  But  be  objected  to  extending  the  five 
cents  distance  to  one  hundred  and  eighty  miles. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  inserting  one  hundred  and  fifty  instead 
of  one  hundred  and  eighty  miles. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  moved  to  make  it  one  hun- 
dred miles  instead  of  either  one  hundred  and  fifty 
or  one  hundred  and  eighty. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  Mr.  Wooo- 
bort's  motion  to  reduce  the  five  cents  distance 
from  one  hundred  and  eighty  to  one  hundred 
miles;  and.  it  was  adopted — ayes  twenty-six,  noes 
not  counted. 

Mr.  MERRICK  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  striking  out  all  that  part  of  it  relating  to 
three  cents  postage  for  thirty  miles,  so  that  for  all 
distances  of  and  under  one  hundred  miles,  the 
postage  should  be  five  cents. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  said  he  hoped  the  motion 
to  strike  out  the  rate  of  three  cents  for  distances 
less  than  thirty  miles  would  not  prevail.  This 
reduction  he  conceived  to  be,  perhaps,  the  most 
important  of  any  which  had  been  proposed.  It 
would  be  found  particularly  so  at  the  North, 
where  towns  of  considerable  size  were  frequently 
near  each  other.  And  it  was  also  important,  con- 
sidered in  relation  to  its  operation  on  the  private 
expresses,  of  which  so  much  had  been  said. 
New  England  was  penetrated  by  railroads,  which 
ran  into  the  interior  in  almost  all  directions  from 
Boston.  These  expresses  ran  between  the  con- 
siderable places  on  all  these  rentes.  The  place 
where  he  resided — a  large  manufacturing  place, 
containing  between  six  and  seven  thousand  in- 
habitants— was  only  fifteen  miles  from  Lowell, 
with  a  railroad  between  them.  Further  up  on 
the  railroad  route  was  Manchester,  also  a  large 
manufacturing  place.  Now,  he  had  no  doubt 
(and  he  merely  mentioned  this  by  way  of  illus- 
tration) there  might  be  instances  in  which  pa- 
rents might  reside  within  thirty  miles  of  all  these 


places,  and  have  one  or  more  of  their  childreo  tl 
each  of  them,  operatives  in  the  mills,  orpurauinir 
some  other  avocation.  It  was  surely  importani 
that  such  be  deprived  as  little  as  posaikle  of  the 
influence  of  domestic  association  and  tamilytiet. 
And  to  increase  the  cheapness  and  iitcility  of  in- 
tercommunication would  not  only  confer  an  ioea-  . 
timable  benefit  to  the  communities  thus  aitualed, 
but  woiild  also  "be  advantageous  to  the  Depart- 
ment. 

Nor  would  this  operation  be  confined  to  a  few 
localities.  There  was  also  the  commanieatioii 
between  all  parts  of  the  counties  and  the  ihire 
town,  where  so  much  business  was  trannclol, 
and  for  which  the  mails  would  be  used,  vete  not 
the  postage  rates  such  as  to  prevent  this  in  a  pest 
measure.  He  was  firmly  of  opinion  that  thu  re- 
duction to  three  cents  would  increase  the  reveona 
of  the  Department. 

The  amendment  to  strike  out  three  cenlsfor 
thirty  miles  was  rejected. 

The  question  then  recOrred  on  Mr.  Enn'i 
amendment,  and  resulted — yeas  34,  nays  17;  u 
follows: 

YEAS— Mesara.  Allen,  Atherton,  Bagby,  Bates,  Ba^ 
Chonlc,  Clayton,  Colquitt,  Crlue'iden,  Evans  FalifiiU, 
Fulton,  Henderson,  Jamasin,  McUune,  Miller.  PeaKf, 
Porter,  Sevier,  Tappan,  UphaiD,  White,  Woodbury,  al 
Wright— 94. 

NAVS — Meaam.  Atchtooo,  Barrow,  Brrese,  BoAsaa, 
Foster,  Francis,  Hnnnegan,  Haywood,  lluntlQKIon,  Mu. 
gnm,  Merriclt,  Moreliead,  Semple,  Slnunuat,  Storgeot, 
Walker,  and  Woodbrldge— 17. 

So  the  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  EVANS  observed  that  an  amendment ni 
adopted  yesterday,  confining  the  franiting  priii- 
lege  to  members  of  Congress  to  each  session  of 
Congress,  which  he  thought  should  be  laodiCeil. 

Mr.  MERRICK  explained  that  it  was  the 
amendment  moved  by  the  Senator  from  Ne» 
Hampshire,  [Mr  WooDBORT,1in  theeighUiiet- 
tion  and  fifth  line,  relating  to  the  receipt  of  con- 
municalions  addressed  to  members  of  Conjtea. 

Mr.  EVANS  moved  to  amend  the  same  tectiwi 
and  line,  by  inserting: 

And  for  a  period  of  diirty  days  before  aad  tklnyl^t 
after  each  aeasion  ofCoogreaa. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  SEMPLE  inquired  whether  the  motion  of 
the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  [Mr.  Atsu- 
ton]  yesterday  was  attached  to  the  eighth  kc- 
tion,tne  amendment  then  pending  beings  motion 
of  the'Senator  from  New  York,  (Mr.  WilsiT,] 
subsequently  withdrawn,  to  strike  out  the  ninth 
section.  He  wished  in  know  whether  the  ameml- 
ment  of  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  had 
been  entered  on  the  Journal. 

Mr.  MERRICK  explained  that  the  motioa had 
been  to  amend  the  section  before  the  motioa  mi 
put  to  strike  out. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  suggested  a  rerbal  amendnent, 
which  was  adopted. 

Mr.  HENDERSON  moved  to  amend  the  bin 
by  an  additional  section,  providing  that  this  bill 
shall  continue  in  force  till  the  lat  day  of  Febru- 
ary, 1846,  and  no  longer. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  asked  what  ihalVn  for. 

Mr.  HENDERSON  said  the  object  was  to  bare 
a  limitation  fixed,  lest  the  Department,  in  tbe 
event  of  the  experiment  failing,  should  becoa«a 
burden  on  the  Treasury  for  any  length  of  tim 
beyond  a  day  fixed. 

Mr.  ALLEN  suggested  the  propriety  of  agnd- 
uated  reduction  of  one  per  cent,  per  yearoneteb 
class  of  letters,  till  experience  would  show  what 
the  most  productive  rate  would  be. 

Mr.  MERRICK  did  not  see  any  use  i«  tbe 
amendment  proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Mia- 
sissippi,  [Mr.  Hendersok.]  The  subject  wonM 
always  be  open  to  Congress. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  did  not  see  that  it  was  i 
matter  of  consequence  whether  the  amendoesi 
was  adopted  or  not.  The  experiment  w»i  om 
which  would  test  the  question  upon  whieb  die 
reputation  of  the  chairman  of  the  Post  Office  Co«- 
mittee  and  that  of  the  Postmaster  General  were  st 
stake.  It  was  to  test  which  was  the  true  pnfHKl 
— the  one  predicting  very  favorably  of  the  reinw 
of  experiment,  and  the  other  quite  the  rete*. 

Mr.  MERRICK  did  not  think  an  expetiaal 
fairly  made  that  was  not  intrusted  to  it*  friewi 
or  according  to  their  plan. 

Mr.  EVANS  observed  that,  if  thisamendnmrt 
prevailed,  at  the  end  of  the  term  assigned  no  Pmi 
Office  law  would  be  in  force.     He  suggested  Uw 
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propriety  of  providing  for  the  continuance  of  the 
pn-»enl  Inws  nfinr  the  limp  iippoinlptl. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  pointed  out  tliut  the  penal 
enactments  would  also  hi.*  suHpondod. 

Mr.  EVANS  withdrew  his  suggestion. 

The  cpii'siion  waa  then  taken  on  Mr.  Ucnder- 
son's  amendment;  snd  it  wa.s  rejected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVAXS,  the  bill,  as  amended, 
was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

THE  TARIFF. 

Mr.  BAGBY  gave  n'otice  that  to-morrow,  at 
one  o'clock,  lie  would  move  to  take  up  the  reso- 
lution of  the  Finance  Committee,  proposing  the 
indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  introduced  by 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  McDcr- 
riE]  relating  to  the  tarilf. 

Oji  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  the  Senate  then 
adjourned.         

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
TiiiJRsDAT,  .ipril  18,  1844. 

The  Journal  having  been  read, 

Mr.  ADAMS  observed  that  he  had  bopn  re- 
quested, on  the  part  of  the  executors  of  William 
Sydney  Winder,  of  Baltimore  county,  Maryland, 
now  no  more,  to  present  to  the  House  the  camp 
chest  of  General  Washington,  used  by  him  during 
the  revolutionary  war.  fhc  presentation  of  this 
relic  would  probably  occupy  some  time,  and  he 
wrould  therefore  propose  that  some  hour  of  the 
day  be  fixed  for  the  purpose,  so  that  no  time 
might  unnecessarily  be  lost;  as,  on  previous  and 
similar  occasions,  the  House  had  immediately 
adjourned  after  the  ceremony  of  presentation  was 
over.  He  hoped  that  the  hour  of  three  o'clock 
would  be  fixed  on,  which  would  leave  an  hour 
for  the  presentation  of  the  relic,  and  bring  the 
House  to  the  usual  time  of  adjournment. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  said  he  would  be  gratified 
if  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
would  fix  the  hour  at  four  o'clock.  [Cries  of 
•'  No !"  "  No  !"  "  Three  o'clock  I"] 

Mr.  ADAMS  expressed  liis  preference  for  the 
bour  of  three  o'clock. 

The  ST'EAKER  said  that,  by  general  consent 
of  the  House,  the  hour  of  three  o'clock  would  be 
fixed  upon. 

WASHINGTON  MONUMBNT. 

Mr.  SIMONS,  from  the  Committee  on  Engrav- 
ing, to  which  was  referred  joint  resolution  No. 
23,  relative  to  the  erection  of  a  national  inonu- 
menl  on  public  ground,  reported  the  following 
resolution: 

ilMo/rfrf,  That  twelve  Iiundred  and  fifty  copies  of  draft 
of  monument,  to  accompany  ilie  report  So.  43'l,re!:itiveto 
n  national  Miunuinent,  I'rijni  tlieCotniiiUtceon  l*ut»lic  Itulld- 
ili^  and  Ground.-^,  be  luriltslied  Jjy  the  Cunmiittee  on  En- 
graving. 

Mr.  TIBB.\TTS  asked  what  Was  the  first  busi- 
ness bet'ore  the  House.' 

The  SPEAKER  .said  that  the  first  business  in 
order  was  the  reception  of  reports  fioin  the  stand- 
ing committees;  but  the  resolution  now  before  the 
House  was  from  a  committee  that  had  a  right  to 
report  at  any  time. 

Mr.  TIBBATTS  observed  that  he  feared  the 
resolution  would  give  rise  todebate;  and  he  moved 
to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  said  he  should  like  tfl  know 
the  cost  of  engraving  this  map, 

Mr.  SIMONS  n-plied  that  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  to  lay  the  resolution 
on  the  table,  prohibited  him  from  giving  any  ex- 
planation. 

Mr.  TIBBATTS  said,  to  allow  the  gentleman 
to  gel  a  vote  on  his  resolution,  he  would  with- 
draw the  motion  to  lay  it  on  the  table,  and  move 
the  previous  question.  Subsequently  Mr.  T.  with- 
drew the  call  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  SIMONS  e.'f)ilained  thut  the  map  was  in- 
tended to  accompany  the  report  of  the  Cfunmittec 
on  Public  Buildings,  in  relation  to  the  Wa.shing- 
ton  monument,  and  was  necessary  to  render  that 
report  intelligible.  The  cost  would  not  exceed 
twi^nty  or  twenty-five  dollars,  at  furthest.  He 
woulti  remark  to  the  House,  as  a  great  deal  of 
perturbation  had  been  evinced  on  the  subject  of 
maps,  and  particularly  in  regard  to  the  map  ac- 
companying the  report  of  the  .Surgeon  General, 
(which,  it  was  said,  would  cost  $1,500,)  that  the 
cost  of  that  map,  under  the  direction  of  the  com- 
mittee, would  not  be  a  half  nor  a  third  of  that 
sum,     I'he  cost  would  not  be  over  $200. 


Mr.  RATHBUN  objected  to  the  printing  of 
this  map,  as  a  useless  exfiense,  anil  moved  to  lay 
the  resolution  on  the  table;  which  motion  was 
carried — ayes  79,  noes  ttl. 

So  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HERRICK  presatited'  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Maine,  in  relation  to 
the  British  colonial  trade;  and  move-<  that  they 
be  firinted,  and  referred  to  the  Cuuimittee  on 
Foreign  Alfairs, 

M  r.  K  EN N  EDY,  of  Maryland ,  moved  to  refer 
them  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  as  the  most 
appropriate  reference. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  there  were  two 
motions  made — the  one  to  refer  the  resolution  to 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Aflairs,  and  the  other 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce.  The  question 
would  be  first  put  on  referring  to  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Amiiis. 

After  some  conversation,  in  which  Mr.  WIN- 
THROP.  Mr,  KENNEDY  of  Maryland,  Mr. 
SEVERANCE,  Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL,  and 
others,  took  part,  the  resolution  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Atlnirs. 

Mr.  HALE  was  understood  to  desire  permis- 
sion to  report  a  bill. 

Mr.  TIBBATTS  objected  to  any  business  out 
of  the  regular  order. 

,  TUB  TAIIIFF — TEST  VOTE. 

Mr.McKAYroscand  remarked  that  it  was  with- 
in the  knowledge  of  the  House  that  he  had  made 
several  attempts  to  get  the  House  to  go  into  the 
Connnitteeofthe  AVnolc  on  the  ^tate  of  the  Union, 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  tariff  bill  reported 
from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  Wlien 
he  first  made  that  motion,  he  gave  notice  that  he 
intended  to  make  itevery  successive  day  until  the 
House  agreed  to  it;  but  he  found  there  was  an 
unwillingness  on  the  part  of  some  members,  aris- 
ing from  some  temporary  cause,  and  hence  he  had 
not  persisted  in  making  that  motion;  but  he  now 
gave  notice,  that  both  sides  of  the  Hou.w  might 
be  apprised  of  it,  that  it  was  his  intention — and 
he  gave  this  notice  now  that  those  now  absent 
might  be  in  attendance,  as  he  hoped  they  would 
be — that  on  Monday  next  he  should  move  to  go 
into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  thestatebf  the 
Union,  forthe  purpose  of  taking  up  that  bill.  The 
House  would  permit  him  to  hope  that  there  would 
be  a  full  attendance.  He  was  not  dispo.%d  to 
waste  the  time  of  the  House  by  the  repetition  of 
these  motions,  and  therefore  he  distinctly  gave 
notice  that  if,  on  Monday  next,  the  House  should 
treat  his  niouon  unfavorably,  and  refuse  to  agree 
to  it,  he  should  consider  it  an  expression  of  the 
determination  of  a  majority  of  the  House  not  to 
net  on  that  bill  at  the  present  si'ssion,  and  he 
should  cease  all  further  efforts  to  gel  that  bill  up. 

TUE  AMI8TAD  SCUOONER. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution  reported  yesterday  by  Mr.  Col- 
i.AHER,  Qrom  the  Committee  on  Manufactures, 
that  ten  thousnndextracopiesof  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Manufactures,  (No.  420,)  relative 
to  the  tariff  and  manufactures,  be  printed. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  made  a  motion  to 
amend  the  .same  by  adding  thereto,  after  the  word 
"manufactures"  in  Said  resolution,  "and  also 
ten  thou.sand  copies  extra  of  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  in  relation  to  the 
Amistad." 

M4-.  GIDDINGSroseto  address  the  House  on 
the  subject  brought  to  its  notice  by  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  remarking  that 
it  was  one  on  which  the  House  had  prohibited  their 
constituents  from  approaching  thein;  and  yet 
they  were  called  upon  by  the  chairman  of  tliat 
committee  to  appropriate  $50,000  for  the  traders 
in  luininn  flesh  in  Cuba;  and  in  ortler  that  the 
whole  country  might  understand  the  manner  in 
which  they  did  business  here,  it  was  proposed  to 
print  ten  tnousaiul  extra  copies  of  that  most  ex- 
traordinary report,  quietly  to  prepani  the  mindsof 
the  people  for  so  extraordinary  an  act  of  legislation . 
After  some  allusion  to  the  vole  of  censure  on  him- 
self passed  by  the  last  Congress  in  connection  with 
this  subject,  he  proceeded  to  observe  that  he  felt  it 
to  be  his  duty  to  call  the  attention  of  the  country  to 
the  fact  ihataproposition  was  made  here.bya  vote 
of  this  Congre.ss,  to  put  the  people  of  the  northern 
and  other  free  Stales  under  contribution  to  the 
amount  of  $50,000  for  the  slave  traders  of  Cuba, 


and  thus  to  cause  them  to  partake  of  the  odium, 
the  di.*5gnice,and  the  moral  guilt  of  acrime  which 
had  received  the  execration  of  the  whole  civilized 
world.  The  people  of  the  free  States  were  called 
upon  to  make  compensation  to  certain  Spaniards 
for  the  loss  of  the  human  flesh  which  they  had  . 
stolen  from  Africa,  and  deprived  of  the  rights 
which  the  God  of  nature  had  vested  in  them; 
and  thus  the  peoftle  of  the  free  Slates  would  be- 
come partakers  of  a  crime  against  all  laws,  both 
human  and  divine. 

He  then  proceeded  to  give  the  history  of  the 
case  of  the  Amistad. 

He  went  on  to  contend  that  Jingua  and  his  as- 
sociates wen;  free  men;  and  that  the  moment  they 
landed  at  New  York  they  were  entitled  to  the 
protection  of  the  laws.  In  the  course  of  his  re- 
marks, he  stated  that  a  claim  for  salvage  had  been 
made  by  the  citizens  of  the  Slate  of  New  York, 
where  tney  landed,  for  assisiingin  arresting  them. 

Mr.  STRONG  said  that,  as  this  was  in  his  dis- 
trict, he  would  take  upon  himself  to  deny  that 
any  such  claim  whs  made. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  eoniinucd  his  remarks,  com- 
mtMiting  on  llit?  report  of  the'  Committee  on  For- 
eign Ali'airs;  during  which  he  was  several  limes 
set  right  ns  to  mutters  of  fact  by  Mr.  C.  J.  IvoEK- 
80I.L,  the  cl      rman  of  that  committee. 

The  SPEAKER  onnounced  the  expiration  of 
the  morning  hour,  and  ihe  suliject  went  over. 

Mr.  McK  AY  called  for  the  orders  of  the  day. 

UAIIBOIIS  AND  ItlVEKS. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
"bill  making  appropriations  for  the  improvement 
of  certain  harbors  and  rivers." 

When  ihe  Houair  adjourned  yesterday,  a  motion 
was  piuidiiig  to  strike  out  all  after  the  enacting 
clause,  and  Insert  a  substitute  for  the  entire  hill; 
which, however, containedaprovision  which  Mr. 
Kknncdy,  of  Indiana,  who  proposed  the  amend- 
ment, was  not  aware  was  contained  in  it  when  he 
offered  it.  His  proposition  was  designed  to  make 
the  bill  whal  it  was  made  by  the  Conimiltee  of 
the  Whole,  with  the  exception  of  the  word  "  Illi- 
nois;" but  it  was  found  to  retain  the  increased 
appropriation  of  $223,000  for  the  lower  Ohio  and 
some  other  rivers,  which  the  House  had  rejected. 
The  previous  question  having  been  moved  and 
sustained,  the  Chair  decided  that  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana  could  neither  withdraw  nor  modify 
his  amendment;  and  from  that  decision  Mr.  K. 
appealed.  The  question  now  recurred  on  tho 
appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair;  and  it  was 
sustained  by  the  House. 

The  question  tlieii  recurred  on  the  motion  to 
strike  out  all  after  the  enacting  clause,  and  insert 
the  substitute, 

Mr.  WHITE  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and  being 
taken,  resulted — yeas  65,  nays  112. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  question  coming  up  on  the  engrossment  of 
the  bill, 

Mr.  COBB  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

Till!  yeas  and  nays  (having  been  demanded  by 
several)  were  ordered. 

Mr.  WHITE  suggested  to  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  [Mr.  Cobb]  that  the  question  of  engross- 
ment was  as  much  a  test  question  as  the  question 
of  laying  on  the  table,  and  hoped  that  the  gentle- 
man would  withdraw  his  motion,  and  suffer  the 
question  of  engro.ssmenl  to  be  taken. 

Mr.  COBB  replied  that  the  question  on  the  mo- 
tion made  by  him  was  preferred  by  many  gentle- 
men, and  he  would  adhere  to  it. 

The  question  being  taken  on  Mr.  Cobb's  mo- 
tion, resulted — yeas  55,  nays  107;  os  follows: 

YE.AS — .Messrs,  .\lkJnsoi),  Itarrinijer,  Betscr,  llpnton, 
ntflltick,  Jinnns  A.  Ulack,  lllackwcll,  Itrndhead,  itiirke, 
Itnrt.  Caldvvell,  Catlin,  llrul.en  tjliapiiian,  AnunsluH  A. 
Clia{>iii.'iii,  ('li.-tpiiell.  t'hiiu'irian,  t'<il)li, l.'tiirs,  f.'iiilon),  Dnn- 
iel,  John  W.  l):iMs.  l)>-brn>,  DirklTiMni,  Ditttngtiain.  Ilroni- 
Boule,  Hale,  Haral^^on,  llcriick,  Hopkins,  Houston,  ilubard. 
Cave  Jolnir'nu,  Andrew  Johnson,  tJeoriieW.Jonos,  Lewis, 
Lneas,  McKay,  Nttwioti,  Norris,  I'armenter,  I'ayiie,  l*urdy, 
David  S.  Itcij,  licdind,  lihell.  ItuhiTli,  'i'hoinas  II.  ,<cy- 
niour  Siriip.-.on,  tUile.-s,  Taylor,  'I'tioiitppon,  Wllealon,  Wil- 
liams, Woodward,  and  Yu-I — jo. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Abboi,  .Adam^,  Ashe,  Baker,  itamard^ 
James  Black,  Bower,  Bowlin,  Boyd,  Jaeoli  Brinkerhon, 
VVilliam  J.  Urowii,  Jeremiah  Brown,  Butliucton,  t.'ju-y, 
Carroll,  C'jtusil).  Clinch,  l/ollamer,  Cranston,  liana,  Dar- 
nill,  (iarrell  Davis,  Kieliard  I).  Davis,  Iliekey,  Douslas, 
Dnneun,  Dunlap,  Elmer,  Farlee,  Fi>h,  I'lorence,  Toot, 
Krencli,  Glddiiii,'s,  Willis  Green,  Byram  Green,  Grimiell, 
Grider,  Hardin,  Harper,  Hayes,  Henley,  Hone,  Hulibell, 
Uudsuu,  Hughes,  Uuiigcr,nrd,  VVa:,liln{;lua  Hum,  James  B. 
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Hunt,  Joseph  R.  fncereoll,  Irrln,  Jameson,  Jenks,  Perley 
B.  Johnson,  Juhn  V.  Knnnedy,  Preston  King,  Daniel  P. 
Kin^,  Kirkpatrick.  Labrnnf  lie,  Lyon,  Mur^li,  MoCiiuslin, 
McClelland,  McCJernaiid,  McIIvalne,  Matlitiws,  Edn-arn 
J.  Morris,  Joseph  Morris,  Morse,  Mosclcy,  Owen,  Patter- 
son, Pettit,  Peyton,  Phcnnix,  Kiislia  U.  Potter,  Emer)'  D. 
Potter,  Pratt,  Preston,  Ramsey,  Charles  M.  Kued,  RI'ITl', 
Hitter,  Robinson,  Uockwell,  Rodney,  RoRtTs,  Rnj^seM, 
81.  John,  Sample,  SL-henck,  Senior,  Scvi-niiice.  Diivid  L. 
Beymour,  Simons,  Slidell.  Alliert  Smitli,  Thomas  Sniitli, 
Caleb  fi.  Smith,  Spence,  Steeurod,  Stephens,  Stetson,  An- 
drew Stewart,  John  Stewart,  Stone,  Strong,  Summers, 
Thomasson,  Tlbbutts,  Tlldcn,  Tyler,  Vance,  Vainneter, 
Vinton,  Welter,  Weutworita,  White,  VVintlirup,  and  Wil- 
liam Wright— 107. 

So  the  motion  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table  was 
lost. 

Mr.  BRINKERHOFF  inquired  whether  it 
was  at  this  time  in  order  to  move  to  fecommit  the 
kill.> 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  it  was  not  then  in 
order. 

Mr.  STEENROD  inquired  of  the  Chair,  if  the 
question  of  engrossment  should  prevail,  whether 
tile  previous  question  would  not  then  be  exhaust- 
ed, and  whether  it  would  not  then  be  in  order  to 
■  move  to  recommit  the  bill? 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  previous  question 
would  be  exhausted  on  taking  the  question  on 
engrossment;  and  that  it  would  then  be  in  order 
to  moite  to  recommit  the  bill. 

Mr.  STEENROD  (amid  cries  of  "Order!" 
"Order!")  said  that,  in  that  case,  he  should  vote 
for  the  engrossment  of  the  bill,  under  a  pledge 
of  some  of  his  friends  that  it  would  be  recommit- 
ted, to  strike  out  the  Illinois  river. 

Mr.  W  ELLER  asked  to  be  excused  from  voting 
on  the  bill  as  it  now  stands.  He  said  this  bill 
makes  an  appropriation  for  the  improvement  of 
the  Illinois  river,  a  river  running  entirely  within 
the  limits  of  a  single  State,  and  could  not,  in  his 
opinion,  be  regarded  as  an  improvement  of  a  gen- 
eral nature. 

Mr.  WHITE  rose  toaqucslion  of  order.  The 
reasons  assigned  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  were 
very  good  reasons  wh  y  he  should  vote  against  the 
engrossment,  but  not  sufficient  reasons  for  excus- 
ing him  from  voting. 

Mr.  WELLER  said  that,  whether  his  reasons 
were  satisfactory  to  the  gentleman  or  not,  they 
were  his  reasons,  and  it  wus  for  the  House  to 
judge  whether  they  were  sufficient. 

The  SPEAKER  overruled  the  point  of  order; 
and  said  that  the  rule  provided  that  a  gentleman 
desiring  to  be  excused  from  voting  should  give  a 
brief  statement  of  his  reasons.  Now,  it  was  im- 
possible for  the  Chair  to  know  what  a  gentle- 
man's reasons  might  be  till  he  heard  them. 

Mr.  WELLER  had  stated  that  this  work  was 
of  a  local  character,  and,  aside  from  the  want  of 
constitutional  power — which  may  well  be  ques- 
tioned— he  believed  that  an  appropriation  made  to 
such  works,  of  a  local  character,  would  lead  to  a 
system  of  corrupt,  log-rolling  legislation,  which 
would  eventually  increase  the  expenditures  of  the 
Government,  so  as  to  produce  a  necessity  for 
direct  taxation.  No  duties  upon  imports  could 
ever  sustain  the  expenditures  produced  by  such ' 
n  system.  If  money  be  appropriated  from  the 
Federal  Treasury  to  the  Illinois,  hundreds  of  other 
rivers  in  the  country,  equally  important,  would 
demand  oppropriations.  He  therefore  believed 
that  if  such  local  works  were  to  be  sustained  by 
the  General  Government,  direcJ  taxation  was  the 
inevitable  result.  If,  in  this  view,  he  voted  for 
the  bill,  he  sanctioned  an  appropriation  establish- 
ing a  naost  dangerous  precedent.  If  he  voted 
against  it,  he  would  be  represented  as  unfriendly 
to  the  other  improvemenls  embraced  in  the  bill. 
He  was  anxious  to  have  given  his  support  to  the 
other  items  in  the  bill,  but  as  he  found  them  in 
bad  company,  he  was  compelled  to  go  against  the 
whole.  He  regretted  the  necessity  which  com- 
pelled him  to  do  this. 

The  SPEAKER  rose,  and  was  putting  the 

?|uestion  on  the  motion  to  excuse  the  gentleman 
rora  Ohio,  when, 
Mr.  WHITE  called  for  tellers. 
Mr.  WELLER  said,  to  save  the  House  so 
much  trouble,  he  would  withdraw  his  motion. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  also  asked  to  be  excused  from 
voting,  and  proposed  to  state  the  reasons.  The 
reasons  why  he  asked  to  be  excused- from  voting 
were  the  reverse  of  those  given  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  who  said  the  Illinois  river  was  in  this 
bill;  and  because  it  was,  he  could  not  vote  for  it. 


Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  raised  o  point  of  order. 
The  gentleman  from  Illinois,  in  giving  his  reasons 
for  being  excused,  had  no  right  to  go  into  an  ar- 
gument m  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Ohio. 

Mr.  T.  SMITH  inquired,  if  the  House  excused 
the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  whether  it  would  not 
be  a  prohibition  of  his  voting. 

Some  member  observed:  "  Sufficient  unto  the 
day  is  the  evil  thereof." 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  said  he  understood,  when  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  rose  to  give  his  reasons  for 
being  excused,  the  Speaker  decided  that  the  Chair 
could  not  anticipate  what  excuse  the  gentleman 
was  about  to  ui^e,  and  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
went  on  to  state  that  the  retention  of  the  Illinois 
in  that  bill  would  go  to  the  exhausting  of  the 
Treasury  of  the  country,  and  to  the  infliction  of 
direct  taxation;  and  in  doing  this  he  was  permit- 
ted to  go  on,  and  his  friend  from  Tennessee  [Mr. 
C.  Johnson]  had  not  deemed  it  necessary  to  call 
him  to  order,  nor  to  support  him  (Mr.  D.)  in  call- 
ing that  gentleman  to  order.  The  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  a  few  days  since,  moved  to  insert  an  amend- 
ment to  appropriate  $100,000  for  the  Cumberland 
road,  never  dreaming  then  that  he  was  driving 
this  Government  to  the  adoption  of  a  system 
which  would  lead  to  the  imposition  of  direct 
taxes. 

He  had  another  word  to  say  to  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio;  they  well  understood  themselves,  an* 
had  entered  into  a  combination  by  which  the  ap- 
propriation for  the  Upper  Ohio  hod  been  doubled; 
and,  having  done  thai,  they  got  some  of  the  In- 
diana members  to  go  with  them,  and  moved  to 
strike  out  the  Illinois  river;  and  why?  Because 
they  had  got  a  canal  running  to  the  lakes  from  the 
river,  and  they  well  knew  that  if  the  Illinois  river 
was  improved,  and  their  canal  was  completed,  it 
would  take  the  entire  business  in  that  direction; 
and  for  pitiful  local  jealousies  of  a  superior  work 
they  were  willing  to  oppose  the  appropriation  for 
the  Illinois  river, 

Mr.  WELLER  desired  the  gentleman  to  say, 
when  he  spoke  of  a  combination  of  Ohio  mem- 
bers, if  he  had  any  allusion  to  him. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  said  he  did  not  know  that  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  was  at  that  meeting. 

Mr.DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  remarked  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Illinois  had  alluded  to  members  from 
Indiana;  and  he  desired  to  know  if  that  gentleman 
had  any  allusion  to  him. 

Mr.  DUNCAN,  Mr.  BELSER,  Mr.  DOUG- 
LAS; and  others,  made  remarks,  which  were  not 
heard  in  the  confusion  and  excitement  that  pre- 
vailed. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  remarked  that  all  he 
had  to  say  was,  if  the  gentleman  alluded  to  him, 
that  it  was  unqualifiedly  false. 

The  SPEAKER  called  the  House  to  order,  and 
required  the  members  to  take  their  seats;  and  then 
suggested  to  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  that  the 
rules  prescribed  a  very  narrow  limit  of  remark 
under  such  circumstances;  and  he  submitted  to 
that  gentleman  (he  propriety  of  adhering  to  the 
course  prescribed  by  the  rules. 

Some  conversation  was  continued  by  Messrs. 
BELSER,  DOUGLAS,  and  DAVIS,  of  Indiana, 
and  mutual  explanations  were  made. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  then  resumed  his  remarks; 
and,  after  a  few  observations,  he  withdrew  the 
motion  to  be  excused  from  voting. 

A  very  irregular  discussion  followed,  in  which 
Messrs.  SCHENCK,  WELLfeR,  BRINKER- 
HOFF, VANCE,  C.  JOHNSON,  and  many 
others,  participated;  many  of  the  gentlemen  dis- 
avowing all  knowledge  of  such  a  meeting  as  that 
alluded  to  by  the  gentleman  from  Illinois. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  having  originated  this  debate 
by  moving  to  be  excused  from  voting,  now  with- 
drew that  motion. 

Mr.  BELSER  rose  to  a  question  of  order,  and 
contended  that  the  gentleman  could  not  withdraw 
his  motion. 

The  SPEA'KER  decided  that  the  motion  was 
withdrawn. 

Mr.  BELSER  appealed  from  the  decision  of 
the  Chair. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  appeal; 
and  resulted  ig  sustaining  the  decision  of  the 
Chair. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  engrossment  of 
the  bill, 

Mr,  McDowell  moved  to  be  excused  from 
voting  on  the  same,  and  desired  to  assign  briefly 


his  reasons  for  submitting  his  motion.  He  wu 
as  anxious  as  any  gentlemnn  here  lo  appropriate 
the  amounts  named  in  the  bill  forthe  improvement 
of  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  and  Miraisiippi 
rivers, and  would  to-day,  or  any  other  day  of  ihij 
session,  vote  for  a  bill  to  eflect  this  object;  but  he 
could  not  consent  to  vote  for  abill  that  embraced 
appropriations  for  such  rivers  as  the  Illinois, 
His  opposition  rested  upon  the  effects  that  vouU 
result  from  the  adoption  of  such  a  policy;  for  if 
we  appropriated  money  lo  the  Illinois  river,ihere 
are  hundreds  of  rivers  that  empty  into  the  Ohio 
and  Mississippi  that  have  equnl  claim  upon  Cun- 
gress;  and  if  we  are  togivetoallsuchtheamounli 
they  may  require,  we  must  resort  to  direct  lai- 
ation  lo  carry  it  on,  and  ultimately  render  the 
Government  bankrupt,  and  grind  the  people  into 
dust. 

The  question  was  put  on  excusing  Mr.  Mc- 
Dowell from  voting;  and  decided  in  the  affinii- 
ative. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  engrotsmeU 
of  the  bill;  and  decided  in  the  negative— yeas  86, 
nays  102;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Adams,  Ashe,  Baker,  Barnard,  Boolis, 
Jacob  Brinkerhotf,  Jeremiah  Brown,  BBlfinclOD,  CamN, 
Causin,Clinch,Cullamer,  Cranston,  Darragh.OamttDarU, 
Dcliet,  Dickey,  Douslas,  Elmer,  Fish,  Florence,  Foot, 
Foster,  French,  Giddings,  Willis  Greea,  nynwi  Grwo, 
Grlnnetl,  Grider,  Hardin,  Harper,  Hays,  Hog,-,  Hsdma, 
Wafhlnjiton  Hunt,  Charles  J.  inger«oll,  Josepli  R.  lafH- 
sfill,  Irvin,  Jenks,  Perley  B.  Johnson,  John  P.  Kenaeif, 
Daniel  P.  Kin^,  Lyon,  Marsh,  Mathews,  McClelland,  Mc- 
IIvalne, Edward  J.  Morris,  Morse,  Mo.*cly,  I>iuer>oR, 
Pettit,  Peyton,  Ph(Bnix,Ellsha  R.  Foner,  Erniry  D.  Pmkt, 
Preston,  Ramsey,  Ciiartes  M,  Reed,Reit'e,  Rociiwell,  Kod- 
ney,  Rogers,  St.  John,  Sample,  Schenck,  Severance, Allkrt 
Smith,  John  T.  Smith,  Caleb  B.  Smith,  Sleenrod,  Slrptinu, 
Andrew  Stewart,  Thomasson,  Tibbntw,  Tilden,  TjK 
Vance,  Vanraeter,  Vintooj  Wcntwonh,  VVetherol, While, 
Wlnthrop,  and  VVilUam  Wright—*. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Atkinson,  Barrin^r,  Betser, 
Denton,  Hidlack,  James  Black,  James  A.  Black,  Blact- 
well,  Boyd,  Brcngle,  Brodhoad,  William  J.  Brawn,  Bnllf, 
Bnrt,  Caldwell,  Cary,  Catlin,  Reuben  Cliapauin,  Aiiftmi 
A.  Chapman,  Chappelt,  Chilton,  Cllagman,  Cobb,  Coles 
Cross,  Cullom,  Dana,  Daniel.  Richard  D.  Darls,  Jobn  W. 
Davis,  Dc-bcrry,  Dickinson,  Diiiinshani,  Drom^oole,  Dqb- 
can,  Dunlap,  Ellis,  Farlee,  Hale,  Haralson.  HcoIpj.  H<t- 
rlck,  Holmes,  Hopkins,  Houston,  Hubard,  Hubbrll, Knslin, 
Hungerford,  James  B.  Hunt,  Cave  Johnson,  AadrswJfttw- 
son.  George  W.  Jones,  ^drevv  Kennedy,  Prwlon  Kiia, 
Klrkpatrick,  Lnhranche,  Lewis,  Luca.«,  Maclny,  MrCafli- 
sen,McConncll,  McDowell,  McKay,  Joseph  Morrif,  Nf»- 
ton,  Norris,  Owen,  Parmenter,  Payne,  Prall,  Punly,  Bait- 
bun,  David  S.  Reld,  Reding,  lUiitt,  Rlltir,  Eobon*.  Bobia- 
son,  Russell,  Scnler,  Thomas  H.  Seymour,  Dariil  L.  Sey- 
mour, Simons,  Simpson.  SUdell,  Spence,  SleUwn.  Jo*a 
Stewart,  SUies,  Stiine,  Strong,  Summers,  Tai Inr,  Ttn^r 
son,  Weller,  Whcalon,  Wililanis,  Woodward,  J,£epb.\. 
Wright,  and  Yost— 108. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH  moved  to  reconsider  lb* 
vote  just  passed;  and  said  his  object  was  to  girt 
those  gentlemen  who  manifested  much  aitacbment 
to  the  bill  with  certain* modifications  a  chance  to 
have  those  modifications  by  reconsidering «nd  re- 
committing the  bill.  He  had  voted  for  the  bill 
just  lost,  and  had  done  all  he  could  to  pan  it- 
He  was  now  willing  to  try  it  in  a  new  shape. 
He  saw  his  friend  from  Ohio  [Mr.  DoscivJ  irj;- 
ing  to  get  the  floor,  and  he  cheerfully  yielded  il 
to  nim. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  moved  to  reconsider  the  rots 
just  taken;  and  observed  that  he  had  no  wish  that 
that  question  should  be  taken  now.  He  mm\y 
wished  the  motion  entered, and  the  question  might 
be  taken  two  or  three  days  hence. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  motion  for  recon- 
sideration was  the  first  subject  before  theHoow. 
and  must  be  taken  at  once,  unless  postponed  by 
a  vote  of  the  House. 

Mr.  WHITE  insisted  on  taking  the  question 
at  once. 

Mr.  J.  BRINKERHOPPsaidhesupposedtlut 

the  previous  question  had  been  exhausted  on  tb* 
(luestion  of  engrossment;  and  that,  if  iht  "■* 
should  be  reconsidered,  it  would  be  in  oracr  » 
move  to  recommit  the  bill.  He  therefore  mofwl 
the  previous  question  on  the  reconsideration. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  claimed  the  floor,  and  m«l« 
some  remarks  to  show  that  he  had  a  right  to  * 
before  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  rose  to  more  iw 
previous  question.  . 

Mr.  DUNCAN  said  he  had  never  yielded  lb' 
floor  to  either  of  the  gentlemen,  except,  for  p<u^ 

Coses  of  explanation,  to  his  colleague  neafs- 
im,  [Mr.  J.  BBiMKEBHorr;]  and  hiscollror" 
was  out  of  order  when  he  moved  the  previo"^ 
question. 

The  SPEAKER  remarked  to  the  gentlemm 
from  Ohio,  that  if  the  reconsideration  prertiW 
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under  tlio  previous  question,  it  would  place  the 
bill  Jusl  wherf  it  stood  before  the  question  on  its 
engrossment  was  njccted — i.  c,  with  that  ques- 
tion ponding,  and  the  previous  question  utinched 
to  it. 

iMr.  J.  BRINKERHOFF  said,  in  that  caae.hc 
withdrew  the  call  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  said  that  his  colleague  had  no 
right  to  make  the  call  lor  the  previous  question, 
not  beintj  eiitiiled  to  the  floor  to  do  it,  and  conse- 
quently liis  withdrawal  of  it  was  unnecessary. 
He  had  moved  the  reconsideration  of  the  bill  be- 
cause he  objected  to  one  appropriation  in  it  which 
he  thought  unconstitutional.  He  was  in  favor  of 
all  the  appropriations  except  the  one  for  the  Illi- 
nois river,  and  for  this  reason  he  wished  the  bill 
lo  be  recommitted,  so  as  to  have  that  appropria- 
tion stricken  out.  He  did  not  wish  to  have  that 
appropriation  in  the  bill,  because  it  was  at  war 
with  every  principle  of  the  Democratic  party. 
The  American  people  had  settled  that  question, 
and  had  decided  that  they  would  not  sanction  such 
appropriations  for  local  objects.  For  proof  of  this 
assertion,  lie  woitld  refer  to  the  approval  given  by 
the  people  to  the  veto  of  the  Mayavillc  road  bill, 
and  the  Wabi\8h  bill  too,  in  which  this  question 
was  well  settled.  The  gentleman  from  Illinois 
(Mr.  DocGLAs]  had  charged  that  there  was  a  com- 
bination of  Uhio  and  Indiana  members  to  defeat 
the  appropriation  for  the  Illinois  river,  and  to  dou- 
ble that  for  the  Ohio  river.  He  had  charity  enough 
for  the  gentleman  to  suppose  that  bespoke  wiili- 
out  reflection — from  the  neat  of  debate;  and  that 
in  his  cooler  moments  he  would  regret  making 
such  a  charge.  He  knew  nothing  of  such  a  com- 
bination. He  was  not  one  of  them,  and  thought 
he  had  a  right  to  speak  for  the  rest  of  the  Ohio 
delegation,  and  say  that  ihcy  were  equally  igno- 
ranl  of  any  such  combination.  . 

Mr.  DOdGLAS  asked  leave  to  explain.  •  When 
he  sp«>ke  of  a  combination  amongcertain  western 
members,  he  did  not  mean  to  include  the  whole 
delegation  from  Ohio  and  Indiana,  nor  the  whole 
delegation  of  any  State.  What  he  meant  to  say 
wa.s,  Jie  had  been.informed  (and  he  had  no  doubt 
of  the  truth  of  the  information)  that  a  mcein°^ljad 
been  held  of  certain  western  members,  at  which 
the  Illinois  members  were  not  present;  and  at 
which  meeting  it  was  agreed  upon  to  double  the 
amount  of  the  appropriation  for  the  Ohio  river, 
and  strike  out  that  for  the  Illinois.  He  stated  this 
on  the  authority  of  a  gentleman  who  was  present. 

Mr.  '^INl'ON  said" he  felt  culled  upon  to  state 
that  tliere  was  a  meeting  of  western  members,  at 
whicli  he  was  present,  and  at  which  the  appro- 
priations for  the  western  rivers  became  the  sub- 
ject of  conversation.  There  was  no  agreement 
Uiere,  either  in  relation  to  the  Ohio  river,  nor  to 
strike  out  the  appropriation  for  the  Illinois  river. 
Gentlemen  who  were  [tresent  at  the  meeting  ex- 
pressed their  apprehensions  that  appropriations 
for  the  Illinois  and  Wubash  rivers  would  defeat 
the  bill;  but  ihere  was  no  agreement  made  to  strike 
them  out.  As  a  |>ioof  of  this  fact,  he  would  stale 
that  ho  voted  for  the  appropriations  for  both  these 

Mr.' DUNCAN  yielded  Ui  Mr.  VANCE  and 
Mr.  T.  SMI  I'll  to  maketcxpUinations. 

Mr.  SAMPLE  also  obtained  permission  to  ex- 

I»lain — having  been  present  at  the  meeting  which 
lud  caused  so  nuicli  excitement  in  this  Hall. 

Air.  HARPER  and  Mr.  TIP.IiATTS  also  ex- 
plained ;  and  some  further  remarks  w'erc  raadu  by 
Mr.  DOUGLAS  and  Mr.  OWEN. 

iMr.  .McCLERNAND  asked  of  his  friend  from 
Chill  [Mr.  Diimcan]  permissi<m  to  make  a  remark 

Mr.  DUNCAN  vielding  for  that  purpose, 

Mr.  McCLERi*<AND  proceeded  to  say  that 
the  House  had  got  into  a  controversy  about  a 
matter  wholly  irrelevant  to  the  subject  under  con- 
siderHtion.  He  thought  this  controversy  personal 
in  its  ch  raeter,  and  foolish  in  its  otfject,and  had 
progressed  far  enough — in  fact,  much  too  far. 
Ho  was  not  prepared  to  justify  all  that  his  col- 
league [Mr.  Doirui.Afl]  had  said,  in  the  course  of 
the  controversy.  Doubtless  much  that  he  had 
said  proceeded  from  excitement;  yet  he  could  not 
Ies3  justify  the  repeated,  unfriendly  allusions 
-which  had  been  made  to  him.  The  course  pur- 
sued towards  him  seemed  rather  (iers(»nal,  and 
calculated,  even  if  not  intended,  to  hunt  him 
down.  He  hoped  the  controversy  would  end  at 
this  point,  and  that  the  scene  progressing — which 
was  better  adapted  for  laughter  and  ridicule  than 


for  any  useful  purpose — would  no  longer  be 
toleratetl. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  said  he  felt  able  to  take  care 
of  himself;  and  he  had  no  fear  of  the  "  hunters," 
individually  or  collectively. 

Mr.  HOLMES  quoted  a  stanza  of  one  of 
Watts's  hymns,  which  set  forth,  in  pious  strains, 
how  improper  and  naughty  it  was  that  **  children 
of  oni^  family  "  should  "  fall  out,  and  cliide,  and 
fight." 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  asked  his  friend  from 
Ohio  [Mr.  Duncan]  again  to  yield  the  floor,  that 
he  might  reply,  in  a  woiU ,  to  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  [Mr.  Schevck.]  The  floor  being  yielded, 
he  .said  that  he  was  intormed  by  a  friend  thatMr. 
.S.  had  alhided  to  him  as  not  being  present  when 
the  bill  under  consideration  was  voted  upon.  He 
wished  to  say  to  that  gentleman  that  this  was 
a  matter  of  no  concern  to  him.  That  gentleman 
would  have  no  dillicully  in  finding  him  at  any 
time,  or  for  any  purpose,  whenever  he  desired  it. 
As  for  the  bill,it had  been  so  perverted,  distorted, 
and  drusjed,  that  he,  for  one,  could  not  assent 
to  it.  When  remodeled,  so  as  to  correspond  with 
propriety,  justice,  and  equality,  he  would  cor- 
dially assent  to  it.    ■ 

Mr.  DUNCAN  then  proceeded  to  address  the 
House,  having  but  five  minutes  let't  before  he 
should  be  compelled  to  give  way  for  some  special 
business.  He  said  he  was  about,  when  he  was 
arrested,  to  make  an  explanation  why  he  voted 
against  this  bill, and  moved  a  reconsideration.  He 
was  about  to  show  that  it  had  been  the  policy  of 
the  Democratic  party  lo  oppose  appropriations  of 
this  character;  for  this  purpose  and  this  [>olicy 
Jiad  been  adopted  on  constitutional  grounds,  and 
■in  the  belief  that  there  was-no  such  power  vested 
In  the  Federal  Government.  He  did  not  say  that 
he  was  opposed  to  it  because  Generaljackson  was 
opposed  to  it.  He  was  as  indepimdent  as  any 
gentleman  on  that  floor  in  his  judgment  of  sucli 
mattcrs;and  the  American  people  at  the  ballot-box 
had  approved  of  that  policy:  for  Generaljackson 
vetoed  the  Maysville  roail  bill  when  he  was  a 
candidate  for  reelection,  by  which,  by-the-by,  he 
showed  n  moral  and  political  firmness  which  he 
would  like  to  see  imitated  by  some  other  gentle- 
men. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  the  arrival  of  the 
hour  of  three  o'clock;  and  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  was  cut  short  in  his  remarks. 

GENERAL  WASIIINaTON's  CAMP  CHEST. 

Mr.  ADAMS  rose,  and  said  that,  In  compli- 
ance with  one  of  the  clauses  of  the  last  will  and 
testament  of  William  Sydney  Winder,  a  distin- 
guished citizen  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  now  no 
more,  he  rose  to  present  to  this  House,  and 
through  this  House  to  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  the  camp  chest  of  General  George  Wash- 
ington, which  ho  used  during  the  revolutionary 
war.  As  his  warrant  for  priNsenting  him.self  to 
the  House  for  the  performance  of  this  service,  he 
had  sent  to  the  Clerk's  table  and  requested  him 
to  read,  a  few  documents,  giving  a  history  of  the 
article  presented  to  the  House,  and  explaoatory 
of  his  agency  in  the  matter. 

The  Clerk  then  proceeded  to  read — 

1.  A  letter  from  Hon.  John  Wethered,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Hou.se  from  the  Stati;  of  Maryland. 

a.  An  extract  from  the  last  will  and  testament 
of  the  late  Mr.  Winder. 

3.  A  letter  dictated  by  Mr.  Winder  on  his 
death-bed,  but  not  signed  by  him. 

4.  A  letter  from  Miss  Winder,  daughter  of  the 
deceased,  ttutlienticating.  the  letter  of  her  father; 
and 

5.  A  letter  from  Colonel  Henry  Maynadier, 
who  had  purchased  the  chest  at  the  sale  of  Gen- 
eral Washington's  efl^ecis  at  Mount  Vernon,  and 
presented  it  lo  Governor  Winder,  llie  father  of 
the  testator. 

Mr.  A  D.'VMS observed  that,  at  the  last  session 
of  Congress,  it  was  his  fortune  to  oITer  the  reso- 
lution of  acceptance  of  the  sword  of  the  Father 
of  his  Country,  together  with  the  stafl"  bequeathed 
to  him  by  his  compatriot  statesman  and  friend, 
Franklin,  which  was  presented  lo  the  House  by 
Samuel  .S.  Washington,  of  Virginia.  This  was 
prolmbly  the  inducement  of  the  late  Mr.  AVindcr 
to  devolve  on  him  the  welcome  honor  of  present- 
ing this  additional  relic  of  the  great  and  good 
champion  of  our  country's  freedom  and  glory. 
The  donor  of  these  relics  was  then  living,  and  the 


House  thought  proper  to  join  with  the  Senate  in 
a  unanimous  vote  of  thanks  to  him  for  them.  In  • 
this  case  the  donor  was  no  longer  in  the  land  of 
the  living;  he  was  beyond  the  reach  of  praises  or 
blame  from  his  fellow-citizens;  his  heart  could 
beat  no  more  in  sympathy  witli  those  to  whom 
love  of  country,  from  the  cradle  to  the  grave,  was 
the  ruling  passion.  That  he  possessed  this  feel- 
ing to  the  fullest  extent,  was  abundantly  proved 
by  this  bequest — the  last  act  of  his  life — and  by 
the  letter  written  by  him  on  his  death-bed,  the 
signature  of  which  was  suspended  by  the  angel  of 
death  wresting  the  pen  from  his  hand — testimo- 
nials stronger  than  any  human  language.  The 
thanks  of  the  House  could  jiot  be  presented  to 
him;  but  to  his  disconsolate  companion  the  thanks 
of  the  House,  together  with  the  maniierin  which 
the  bequest  was  received,  would  carry  soothing 
to  her  bosom.  In  presenting  the  sworil  of  Wash- 
ington, a  profound  and  suDlime  lesson  of  national 
and  individual  morality,  associated  with  a  pure 
and  lofty  patriotism,  was  given  to  his  countrymen 
of  this  and  future  ages.  It  would  be  recollected 
that,  in  bequeathing  his  swords  to  his  nephews, 
Washington  directed  them  neverto  unshcath  thetfi 
for  the  purpose  of  shedding  blood,  except  in  de- 
fense of  their  country,  or  of  themselves;  and  in 
the  latter  case,  lo  keep  them  in  their  hands,  and 
fall  with  them,  rather  than  surrender  them.  The 
use  and  vocation  of  the  sword  was  the  shedding 
of  blood.  Far  different  was  the  use  of  the  imple- 
ment now  offered  to  the  House.  The  sword  was 
the  instrument  of  destruction;  this  was  intended 
to  supply  the  wants  of  physical  nature,  and  for 
the  preservation  of  man'slife.  It  was  also  useful 
for  dispensing  to  others  the  good  offices  of  friend- 
ship, and  the  sacred  rights  of  hospitality.  To  all 
these  purposes  this  identical  camp  chest  and  its 
contents  had  been  frequently  put,  in  the  times  that 
tried  the  souls  of  men  and  of  women. 

Mr.  A.  here  sent  lo  the  Clerk's  table  a  letter 
published  by  the  Historical  .Society  of  New  York, 
dated  West  Point,  August  16, 1777,  inviting  simie 
ladies  to  dine  with  him,  and  giving  a  playful  de- 
scription of  his  bill  of  fare. 

This  letter  being  read, 

Mr.  ADAMS  concluded  by  offering  n  joint 
resolution  that  the  camp  chest  bo  accepted;  and 
that  the  thanks,  together  with  the  condolence  of 
the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  be  presented  lo  the 
widow  of  Colonel  Winder. 

Mr.  WETHERED  observed  that,  in  seconding 
the  resolutions  oliered  by  the  hoiiornble  gentleman 
from  Mas.sacliusetts,  he  look  the  occasion  to  say 
that  the  devisor  of  this  relic,  the  late  Mr.  Winder, 
was  his  intimate  friend;  thot  he  commanded  the 
respect  of  all  who  knew  him;  and  that  his  voice 
hatl  been  heard  in  the  Legislature  of  his  native 
State,  where  he  was  distinguished  for  the  fidelity 
with  which  he  discharged  his  duties.  This  camp 
cheslwas  inherited  byliim  from  his  father, Gov- 
ernor Winder,  to  whom  it  had  been  presented  by 
Colonel  Maynadier,  his  brother  officer,  who  pur- 
chased it  at  the  sale  at  Mount  Vernon,  shortly 
after  General  Washington's  death.  Governor 
Winder  was  the  one  who,  on  Ihe  4th  of  July, 
1815,  laid  the  corner  stone  of  the  Washington 
moiiuinent  in  the  city  of  Baltimore. 

Mr.  KENNEDY,  of  Maryland,  then  offered 
a  few  remarks,  recapitulating  briefly  the  history 
of  the  relic,  and  bearing  his  testimony  in  favor 
of  the  high  character  of  Mr.  Winder.  He  con- 
cluded with  a  warm  eulogy  on  the  patriotism  and 
services  of  Mr.  Adams. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


Tlic  follnwln?  petitions,  presoiited  to-day,  wer«  haadcd 
to  llic  reporl'Trt  t)y  tlie  inenil'ers  prescnlinc  lltein  : 

By  the  SPE.^KElt:  Tile  (H-titlon  ol  Melind.T  Martin,  of 
Cnlcsville,  New  York,  priyins  lliat  tlie  law  iiinking  It  an 
otrnnse  to  write  upon  tito  iiianiin  ol'  n  licw»i|Kipcf,  gent 
thrnii'Tii  the  Tn.iil.  may  be  repealed. 

Dy  Mr.  PlItENIX:  Tlic  inenHirinl  of  tlic  Clinmber  of 
Coinmeree  of  New  Vork,  praying  for  the  cstaMli^liiiient  of 
a  branch  of  tltc  United  States  Mint  In  liie  city  of  New 
York. 

By  ^Ir.  STEWART,  of  Pennsylvania:  F'our  memorials, 
Hii;iied  by  many  citizens  of  I*eniipylvanin,  roinonstratinff 
asaiimt  any  ctianije  in  the  tnritl"  jKiiiey  ofttw  country,  nnu 
deprccatiriK  tlie  passaHe  of  llie  tariir  reported  by  llic  tjoni- 
niitlee  ol'  \Vay»  and  Mcaii^,  an  ruinous  to  the  beut  interUBls 
of  tile  coiiTitrv- 

By  Mr.  FOflTER:  The  petition  of  Simon  RulTiicr,  form 
lncreaj*e  of  penrtion. 

Uy  Mr.  RAMSEY:  Tlic  petition  of  Samuel  HeflV.er, 
Henjuinin  Wolfinger,  Jaiue:^  U:iiitain,  and  imiacroui*  otbcrs, 
citizens  of  Scliuylkil!  county,  Peunsyiiania,  protesting 
against  any  interlerencc  with  tbe  tarlQuf  18-12. 
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By  Mr.  BLACKVVELL  :  The  petition  of  John  llalloway, 
asking  to  be  placed  on  the  invalid  iienalon  list. 
■  By  Mr.  ROCKWl'.M, :  The  inemorlnl  of  sixty-seven  cltl- 
aena  of  Otis,  Ma.'^sHcliusetts,  for  reduction  of  the  mtes  of 
postage,  and  for  tlie  abolition  or  moditication  of  the  franl<- 
fng  privilege. 

By  Mr.  BROWN,  of  Pennsylvania  t  The  memorial  of-o 
committee  appointed  at  a  ptibiic  meeting  of  the  citizens  of 
Eplirata,  Lancaster  county,  I'ennsyivauin,  setting  forth  that 
In  the  fall  of  1777,  iinnied'ianly  after  the  ballio  of  Brandy- 
wine,  about  Ave  hundred  fsiclc  and  wounded  tiOldierA  were 
brouglit  from  the  American  army  to  i^phrata,  and  placed  in 
buildings  fitted  up  as  ho^piuils  for  their  reception  by  tiie 
Society  ofSevemii  Day  BaptlitK  of  llie  village.  That  dur- 
ing the  following  winter  about  two  iiundred  of  them  died, 
and  were  burled  on  tiie  summit  of  a  hill  called  Mount 
Zion,  In  the  vicinity,  which  is  aliout  one  hundred  feet  liigh, 
commanding  an  extensive  view  of  the  i^urrounding  coun- 
try for  many  mlieii ;  that«tltis  hill  is  now  overgrown  with 
ttwms  and  brambles  ;  and  that  these  memoriaiist-s  humbly 
prny  your  honorable  bodies  to  grain  them  a  small  appro- 
priation to  assist  them  in  linisliing  a  suitable  monument 
(which  the  citizens  iiave  already  begun)  to  the  memories 
of  tile  dead. 

By  Mr.  UAMSEY :  The  petition  of  Samuel  Alexander, 
George  Bent,  and  numerous  othercitizens  of  Pennsylvania, 
praying  Congress  to  restore  tlie  four  companies  of  horse 
artillery  now  in  service  to  a  peace  eslabli.'ilunent  of  one 
liundre'd  men  rank  and  file;  aIso,thepe[ttlnnof  J.  P.  Lyne, 
Joseph  Wiley,  and  rminerous  others,  citizens  of  Pennsyl- 
vajila,  of  a  illte  import  witll  Uie  foregoing  ;  also,  the  peti- 
tion of  William  A.  l*orter,  A.  Hendel,  and  otiiers,  citizens 
of  PennsylraniBjOf  alike  import  witlulic foregoing;  which 
wen  referred  to  liie  Committee  on  Military  Atfairs. 

CoKRECTlON. — It  was  inet)rrectly  stated,  Intour  report 
of  yesterday's  proceedings,  that,  on  motion  of  .Mr.  (^.John- 
SOK,  the  committee  was  disciiarged  I'roni  tlic  further  con- 
Bldeiatlon  of  the  Clierokee  metnoriai.  Tiic  motion  was 
made  to  print  the  documents,  which  was  the  order  made 
by  Uie  Bouse. 


IN  SENATE. 
FniDAT,  ^pril  19,  1844. 

Mr.  BREESE  presented  a  memorial  from  Lu- 
ther A.  Bowen  and  thirty-five  others,  citizens  of 
Carroll  county,  Illinois,  praying  for  an  appropri- 
ation toiraprOTe  the  navigation  of  the  Upper  Mis- 
sissippi river;  wliich  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee ou  Commerce. 

Mr.  PEARCE  presented  a  memorial  from  a  few 
citizens  of  Loudoun  county,  Virginia, remonstrat- 
ing against  the  annexation  of  Texas,  on  the 
grounds,  among  others,  that  the  admission  of  a 
foreign  Stale  into  this  Union  was  never  contem- 
plated by  the  fiamers  of  the  Constitution;  and 
that  there  is  no  power  in  the  Federal  Government 
to  enter  into. such  a  contract;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  a  memorial  from 
Alexander  S.  Trueman  and  thirty-six  others,  in- 
habitants of  Pennsylvania,  against  the  ratification 
of  any  treaty  for  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the 
United  Slates;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Relations. 

Also,  the  proceedings  of  a  meeting  of  the  friends 
of  the  present  taritf,  without  distinction  of  party, 
held  at  Reading,  Berks  county,  Pennsylvanio:,  at 
\vhicb  were  adopted  strong  resolutions  against  the 
jiassage  of  tlie  oill  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  the  modification  of  the  present  tarilT,  and 
urge  Congress  not  to  pass  it;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  FAIRFIELD  presented  a  communication 
from  William  A.  Pulmcr.on  the  subject  of  a  mail 
route  from  Jonesborough  to  East  Machias;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads. 

.  Mr.  CRITl'ENDEN  presented  a  memorial 
from  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  expressing  a  fa- 
vorable opinion  of  the  present  tnritf  law,  and 
praying  Congress  to  abstain  from  all  legislalion 
on  the  subject;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

Mr.  STURGEON  presented  a  memorial  from 
John  M.  Slevejisoii,  jr.,  and  fourteen  others, cit- 
izens of  Adams  county,  Pennsylvania,  remon- 
strating against  the  annexation  of  Texas;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions. ♦ 

Mr.  TAPPAN  pre.sented  the  proceedings  of  a 
meeting  held  at  Painesvillc,  Lake  county,  Ohio, 
at  which  resolutions  were  ado|)ted  against  the 
annexation  ofc Texas  to  the  Union,  and  express- 
ingthe opinion thatthere is nocnnslitutional  power 
in  the  Executive  to  make,  or  in  the  Senate  to 
ratify,  such  a  treaty;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  presented  a  petition  from 
Mary  Sergeant,  (formerly  Mary  Howe,)  of  Mans- 
field, 111  the  County  of  Tolland ,  Connecticut,  sister 


and  heir  at  law  of  Dr.  Solomon  Howe,  a  surgeon 
in  the  Revolution,  asking  for  seven  years'  half 
nay;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  WALKER  presented  a  memorial  from 
OrviUe  Anderson  and  sixty-one  others,  citizens 
of  the  county  of  Carroll,  Virginia,  (styling  them- 
selves as  belonging  to  both  the  great  political  par- 
tics  of  the  country, )  in  favor  of  the  reannexalion 
of  Texas  to  the  Union;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  WHITE  presented  two  remonstrances  of 
citizens  of  Indiana,  agafnst  the  annexation  of 
Texas  lo  the  Union;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  WHITE,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  made  an  adverse  report,  which  was  or- 
dered to  be  printed,  on  the  memorial  of  a  number 
of  chiefs  and  head  men  and  others  of  the  Shawnee 
Indians,  praying  that  provision  may  be  made  for 
the  payment  of  a  draft  drawn  by  them  on  the 
trust  fund  provided  for  them  by  the  treaty  of 
August  8,  1831. 

Mr.  ATHERTON,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  back  with- 
out amendment  the  joint  resolution  from  the  House 
directing  the  Auditor  of  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment to  inquire  as  lo  the  contract  of  Saltmarsh& 
Overton  with  the  Post  Office  Department. 

Mr.  BAYARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  made  an  adverse  report,  which  was  or- 
dered to  be  printed,  on  the  petition  of  Benjamin 
R.  Tinslar,  asking  compensation  for  services  per- 
formed as  fleet  surgeon. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  to  which  was  referred  a  memorial  of 
citizens  of  Eastport,  Maine,  praying  that  the  priv- 
ilege of  drawback  may  be  allowed  at  the  several 
ports  of  their  district,  reported  a  bill  relating  to 
the  portof  entry  in  ihedislrictof  Passamacjuoddy, 
in  the  State  of  Maine;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  MERRICK,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  back,  with 
amendments,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  de 
Buys,  late  postmaster  at  New  Orleans. 

JULIA  L.  WEED. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  BAYARD,  the  adverse  re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  in  the 
case  of  JuliaL.  Weed,  widow  of»Elijah  J.  Weed, 
was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  with  new  evidence. 

niSTORY  OF  OREGON. 

The  bill  for  the  purchase  of  certain  copies  of 
the  History  of  Oregon,  California,  and  the  other 
Territories  on  the  north  and  west  coast  of  North 
America,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

VACANCIES  ON  COMMITTEES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MILLER,  the  President  was 
authorized  to  fill  the  vacancy  on  the  Committee 
on  the  District  of  Columbia,  occasioned  by  the 
resignation  of  Mr.  Kiso,  of  Alabama. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  matie  a  similar  motion 
with  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

PRITATE  CLAIMS. 

Several  adverse  reports  of  the  standing  com- 
mittees, on  private  claims,  were  taken  up,  and 
concurred  in  by  the  Senate. 

EXTRA  COPIES.         .     . 

The  joint  resolution  from  the  House  providing 
for  the  printing  of  additional  copies  of  the  Jour- 
nals of  Congress  and  public  documents  was  taken 
up,  read  three  several  times,  and  passed. 

POSTAGE TilE  TARIFF. 

Mr.  MERRICK  moved  that  the  Senate  resume 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  reduce  the  rates  of 
postage,  to  limit  the  use  and  correct  the  abuse  of 
the  franking  privilege,  and  for  the  prevention  of 
frauds  on  tlie  revenue  of  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment. It  was  desirable  (he  said)  that  the  bill 
should  be  finally  disposed  of  to-day.  The  bill 
had,  according  to  order,  been  printed  us  amended, 
and  laid  on  the  tables  of  .Senators  this  morning. 
He  presumed  that  they  had  examined  its  provis- 
ions, and  were  prepared  to  act. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  suggested  to  the  honorable 


Senator  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Merrick,]  thst 
this  bill  had  just  been  laid  on  the  table.  He  had 
never  read  it,  as  amended;  and  if  it  had  been  on 
the  table  ten  minutes  since  it  was  printed,  he  waa 
not  aware  of  the  fact.  He  had  not  only  no  desire 
to  postpone  this  bill,  but  he  was  anxious  that  it 
should  be  discussed.  He  would  like,  however, 
to  have  an  opportunity  of  reading  it  once,  before 
it  came  before  the  Senate.  He  understood  yes- 
terday that  the  Senator  from  Alabama  [Mr.  Bit- 
by]  was  to  have  the  floor  at  one  o'clock  tonjay 
on  the  tpiestion  to  postpone  the  tariff  bill  of  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  McDoffie.] 
The  Senate  ought  to  have  an  opportunity  to  reaa 
this  bill,  and  he  would  be  very  glad  if  the  Sena- 
tor from  Maryland  would  agree  to  afford  thera 
that  opportunity. 

Mr.  MERRICK  was  sorry  his  friend  from 
Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Buchavav]  had  not  rcfid  this 
bill.  It  had  been  on  the  table  for  more  than  an 
hour,  and  he  was  sure  his  honorable  friend  had 
read  other  bills  in  that  space  of  time.  It  was  very 
desirable  to  him,  (Mr.  M.,)  and  no  doubt  to  the 
whole  Senate,  thai  this  bill  should  be  disposed 
of,  while  the  discussion  which  had  been  in  po»- 
ress  for  several  days  past  was  fresh  in  the  raindi 
of  Senators.  If  there,  was  any  postponement  of 
the  subject  lo  a  distant  day,  the  whole  merits  of 
the  bill  would  have  to  be  opened  again,  when  il 
came  under  consideration.  His  honorable  friend 
from  Pennsylvania  would  have  an  opportuniiyof 
looking  in'o  it  while  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  it  was  now  very  nearly  one 
o'clock,  the  hour  at  which  it  was  expected  that 
the  Senator  from  Alabama  [Mr.  Bagbt]  would 
address  the  Senate  on  the  tariff  question.  He 
suggested  lo  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  whether 
it  would  not  be  better  to  let  it  lie  over,  and  takeap 
the  other  business.  There  was  newmalterem- 
braced  in  the  bill,  as  now  printed,  which  required 
some  examination  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  hoped  the  Senate  would 

Eroceed  with  the  post  office  bill.  The  other  de- 
ate  (the  tariff)  had  rather  been  indulged  in  as  > 
matter  of  courtesy,  than  of  propriety.  From  ihs 
opinions  expressed  on  every  side,  there  was  every 
reason  to  think  that  a  majority  of  the  Senate  be- 
lieved that  there  was  no  reason  whatever  for  con- 
tinuing it.  It  had  already  occupied  a  great  deal 
of  time,  and  he  thought  it  ought  to  be  made  to 
yield  to  the  business  of  the  Senate.  Whenever 
any  other  matter  was  pressed  upon  the  Senate, il 
should  go  on  and  consider  it,  and  indulje  in  this 
debate  only  during  a  time  of  leisure.  He  hnped 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
would  insist  upon  the  post  office  bill  being  called 
up. 

Mr.  MERRICK  had  always  yielded  in  courtesy 
to  the  general  desire  of  the  Senate.  His  desire 
was  to  lake  this  bill  up,  and  go  on  with  it;  and 
in  that  case  the  only  safe  course  was  to  adhere 
to  his  own  opinion  on  the  subject.  In  answerto 
the  remarks  of  his  friend  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  .\llev,j 
he  could  say  that  all  the  amendments  covered 
only  two  subjects.  One  was,  the  rate  of  postage, 
making  it  a  three  cents  and  a  fifteen  cents  rale,  in- 
stead of  a  five  and  a  ten  cents  rate,  as  it  was  in  the 
bill  as  reported  by  the  committee.  The  three 
cents  rate  was  for  aistances  not  exceeding  thirty 
miles;  over  thirty  miles,  and  not  exceeding  one 
hundred  miles,  five  cents;  and  over  one  hundred 
miles,  and  not  exceeding  three  hundred  miles, Sf- 
leen  cents.  The  only  other  amendments  tending 
lo  produce  any  essential  change,  were  thosecon- 
cerning  the  franking  privilege,  and  that  in  the 
last  section  in  relation  to  the  regulation  of  the 
mails  by  the  Postmaster  General. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  said,  in  answer  lo  the  Sena- 
tor from  Maryland,  that  he  thousht  it  would facil- 
ilatc  the  passage  of  this  bill  to  let  it  lie  over  till 
to-morroftr. 

GENERAL  TVASpiNGTON's  CAMP  CHEST. 

At  this  stage  of  the  proceeding  a  message  v»» 
announced  from  the  House  of  Representatives.ai:- 
companied  by  the  camp  chest  of  Gcnernl  Wash- 
ington, a  joint  resolutinn  adopted  by  iba'  ^f 
accepting  it,  and  a  joint  resolution  of  respect  for 
the  memory  of  ihe  donor  of  the  camp  chest 

Mr.  PEARCE  expressing  a  desire  tliot  the  joint 
resolutions  should  now  lie  acted  upon, 

Mr.  MERRICK  observed  that,  in  compliant 
with  the  desire  of  his  colleague,  he  would  conseni 
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to  siispdid  liis  motion  Ui  take  u|)  tlie  Post  Office 
bill  until  llie  joint  resolutions  wen;  disposed  of. 

The  joint  n.solution  accenting  the  camp  chest 
of  General  AVasliington,  and  the  joint  resolution 
of  respect  for  the  memory  of  the  donor  of  the 
camp  chest,  were  read,  as  follows: 

Rrtotved  itj  the  Senate  aiul  House  0/  Rc}rreientaiive%  of  Ike 
United  States  of  Jitncrifa  in  Von^rexs  assembled,  Tlial  IllR 
caiiip  clie!«i  of  General  Georfte  Wiishinf^on,  wliicti  he  used 
(Itiriiis  tli«*  revulinioDary  war.  licqtieatlK-'d  liy  tlie  la«t  will 
ol'lJie  late  WiHiain  Sidney  Winiicrlo  llir:  Conercij!)  «ir  iIip 
United  8lnte,  be,  iind  tiie  Jviiiiii!  N  licrt-'by,  accepted  ;  and 
that  the  >aiiic  he  deposited  as  u  precious  relic  to  be  prcj^erved 
in  the  DL-pir.iiient  01'  S^UUe.^ 

Resotted^  That  ttle  Senate  and  fIoii.-e  of  Kepre»cntatives 
take  p)ra«:ure  in  reco<;nizin2  to  the  laiiiity  of  llic  late  VVil- 
linni  riidney  Windier  their  high  f:ense-of  the  value  of  tlic 
be(|ue:«t  etiuiaie.ed  in  Ills  witi,  and  in  cxpresf^ing  their  respect 
fur  tlif  nieincny  cf  tin;  donor. 

The  resolutions  were  then  read  the  second  time 
according  to  order. 

Mr.  PKARCE.  Mr.  President,  1  rise  to  pre- 
sent to  the  Sennte  the  camp  chest  of  Washington, 
mentioned  in  the  rest>tiiii(iiis  which  have  just  been 
sent  from  tlie  House  of  Representatives,  and  to 
express  the  hope  that  this  Imdy  will  cordially 
concurin  those  resolutions.  Tlieesliinableand  la- 
mented genileinaii  (.Mr.  Winder)  who  hequenthcd 
to  Congri.'ss  this  revolutionary  relic,  was  the  son 
of  the  late  Gineial  Levin  Winder,  formerly  Gov- 
ernor of  Maryland,  from  whom  he  received  it. 
Governor  Winder  was  himself  a  soldier  of  the 
Revolution,  and  served  with  distinguished  cour- 
age uiiilcr  the  inimedialc  command  of  Washing- 
ton. The  men  ol  those  times,  sir,  knew  how  to 
appreciate  the  age  in  which  they  lived,  and  how 
to  cstiinate  each  other. 

To  the  lust  moment  of  his  life.  Governor  Win- 
der's mind  and  heart  were  full  of  the  war  of  the 
Rcvoltitidii  and  its  great  Commander-in-Chief. 
He  ci>nsi<Jered  the  war  more  tjlorious  in  its  causes 
and  coiiiJuct,  and  more  important  in  its  conse- 
quences, than  all  that  history  had  recorded.  To 
liiin,  his  chief  was  the  impersonation  of  all  that 
was  chivalrous  and  generous — nil  that  was  dis- 
interestetj,  devoted,  and  virtuous.  Nor  was  he 
mist.ikeii  .  No  piihlic  man  has  ever  stood  such 
tests  ns  tliose  liy  which  the  character  of  Wash- 
ington was  tried  and  proved.  In  war  and  in 
civil  administration,  in  public  and  in  private  life, 
spotless  brightness  surrounds  his  name — that 
name  which  has  been  justly  consecrated  as  "  first 
in  war,  first  in  pence, and  first  in  the  hearts  of  his 
countrymen."  Any  relic  of  such  a  man  would 
have  great  interest  for  an  American.  But  this 
camp  chest,  with  the  plain  utensils  and  simple 
condiments  v/hicli  it  ctnitain.s — the  s,ime  winch 
Washington  used  throughout  the  war  of  indc- 

f>endciice,  and  which  remain  as  they  were  wlien 
ast  used  by  him— was  of  double  vnltie  to  his  old 
comrade  in  arms,  who  had  shared  with  him  the 
privations,  the  dangers,  and  the  glory  of  that 
great  striit:;;le.     He  left  it  to  his  son  as  a  precious 

Cart  of  his  patrimony;  and  tliat  son  valuing  it  as 
is  father  had  done,  bequeathed  it  to  Congn.'Ss. 
Sir,  the  relics  of  our  past  hisloiy  are  fi;w  and 
simple.  Our  nation  is  too  young  to  possess  those 
memorials  of  great  events  strewn  along  the  track 
of  lime,  which  belong  to  another  hemisphere. 
Wc  have  no  iro.i  crown,  to  remind  us  of  the 
oppreasioiiH  of  an  iron  ilesptitisin — no  "  towers 
of  JuliiL-i,  by  many  a  foul  and  midnighi  murder 
fed."  No  moated  batilements  iVowii  over  our 
land,  marking  the  seats  of  rapine  and  exttction. 
No  castellated  crags  look  down  upon  the  smiling 
waters  of*  our  brotui  rivers,  telling  how  insolence 
and  pride  have  lorded  it  over  iguomiiiioui^  sub- 
mission. We  have  not  la^en  hiuied  in  the  dark- 
nciiS  of  TiMidal  sii]iersiitinn.  We  have  not  been 
coiU|Uerod  and  subdued,  reconquered  and  ae;nin 
enslaved.  Neither  Roman  nor  Saxon,  neither 
Dane  nor  J  ^'tirman,  has  mndi*  us  his  prey.  There 
arc  no  vestiges  on  our  soil  of  any  iron  rule.  Our 
co'niiinl  existence  was  that  of  young  Freedom, 
restrained,  indeed,  and  checked,  during  nonage, 
but  only  f  >r  a  moment  enchained.  Our  n.ational 
*iij«tory  i»  that  of  FVeedom  full-grown,  ert^ct,  un- 
shackc'led,  self-restrained.  It  is  not  surpri.-fing, 
iheD,  ihal  tbc  relics  of  the  past  with  us  should  be 
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few  and  simple.  That  which  is  now  tendered 
to  us  does  not — like  the  sword  of  Washington, 
which  wos  presented  to  Congress  ot  its  last  ses- 
sion— bear  tlie  blaze  of  victory  with  it.  It  does 
not  tell  of  royal  power  cloven  down  in  the  fierce 
strife  for  freedom.  It  has  a  sadder,  but  not  less 
touching  story  to  tell.  It  is  associated  with  rec- 
ollections of  privation  and  suffering;  of  want 
approaching  to  famine;  of  poverty  in  almostevery 
form;  most  patiently,  patriotically,  and  nobly 
borne  by  the  officers,  soldiers,  niul  citizens  of  our 
country,  during  the  darkest,  but,  perhaps,  the 
proudest  period  of  her  history.  It  tells  of  disas- 
trous reverses  heroically  sustained, and  gloriously 
retrieved.  That  camp  chest,  sir,  was  the  com- 
panion of  Washington  in  thp  memorable  retreat 
through  the  Jerseys.  It  was  with  him  during 
the  long  and  stern  winter  passed  by  the  army  at 
the  hutted  wilderness  of  V'alley  Forge.  It  fol- 
lowed him  across  the  burning  plains  of  Mon- 
mouth, and  was  with  him  at  the  crowning  glory 
of  Yorktown.  Though  it  be  simple  ami  mute, 
this  companionship  makes  it  an  eloquent  memo- 
rial of  tlie  great  soldier  and  patriot,  and  of  that 
war  of  principle  which  he  contlucted  so  gloriously 
for  himself,  and  so  happily  for  his  country.  As 
such,  I  hope  the  Senate  will  consent  to  receive 
and  preserve  it. 

The  resolutions  were  then  severally  read  the 
third  time,  and  unanimously  possed. 

POSTAGE — THE  TARIFF. 

Mr.  MERRICK  then  renewed  his  motion  to 
take  up  the  Post  Office  bill;  anil  he  did  so  with  a 
desire  to  be  guided  by  the  judgment  of  the  Sennte. 
He  was  the  last  man  in  the  world  to  lie  discour- 
teous to  any  one,  and  certainly  he  had  no  desire 
to  be  so  to  the  Senator  from  Alabama,  [Mr. 
Bacby.]  Hc^lioped  that  gentleman  would  not 
consider  him  so.  The  honorable  Senator  yester- 
day gave  notice  that  ho  would  to-day  call  up  the 
resolution  from  the  Finance  Committee.  There 
was  no  acquiescence  in  this  notice  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate.  The  Post  Office  bill  had  been  so  long 
before  the  Senalt*,  and  so  much  labor  expended 
on  it,  that  he  thought  it  would  be  much  better  to 
proceed  with  the  discussion  of  that  bill.  If  the 
judgmentof  the  Senate,  however,  were  otherwise, 
he  iind  nothing  to  do  but  ocquiesce. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  had  intended  to  state,  when 
up  before,  that  if  the  Senate  was  compel  led  to  lake 
up  this  bill,  and  the  honorable  Senator  from  Ma- 
ryland made  a  speech  in  answer  to  every  little 
oW'Ction  that  would  be  made  to  it  during  the 
debate,  he  )vould  talk  his  bill  to  death. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  urged  as  a  reason  why  the 
bill  could  not  be  disposeil  of  to-day,  if  taken  up, 
that  there  were  important  provisions  in  it  which 
needed  amendment;  for  instance,  the  nineteenth 
section  of  the  bill  conferred  upon  the  State  tribu- 
nals jurisdiction  over  criminal  cases  arising  under 
the  United  States  laws;  which  power,  according 
to  the  decision  in  nearly  all,  if  not  all,  the  United 
States  courts.  Congress  had  no  right  to  confer 
upon  the  Slate  tribunals. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  accorded  in  opinion  with 
the  Senator  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Hay- 
woon,]  that  such  ii.id  been  the  decision  of  the 
United  Slates  courts. 

Mr.  MERRICK  said  that  the  bill  had  not  yet 
been  taken  up.  The  section  to  which  the  Sena- 
tor from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Havwoiid)  alluded, 
was  copied  from  the  section  of  the  law  us  it  now 
existed.       * 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  remarked  that  it  was  not  in 
the  parlicular  lie  alluded  to.  •        ^ 

Mr.  SEVIER  rose  to  u  question  of  order; 
whether  the  question  to  toke  up  o  bill  was  debat- 
able .> 

Mr.  ALLEN  asked  if  it  would  be  in  order  to 
amend  the  pending  motion  by  an  amendment  to 
take  up  the  resolutions  reported  by'tlie  Committee 
on  Finance.' 

The  PRESIDENT  said  that  there  was  a  mis- 
take in  regard  to  the  pending  motion.  It  was  a 
motion,  not  to  take  up  any  particular  bill,  but  to 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  special  order. 


If  the  resolutions  reported  liy  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee came  in  order  they  would  of  course  be 
taken  up. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN, in  alluding  to  the  remarks 
of  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Hay- 
woon,]  said  he  was  not  very  pufait  in  law;  but 
he  certainly  was  not  mistaken  in  the  fact,  that  it 
had  been  tJecided  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  Slates  that  Congress  could  not  transfer  its 
criminal  jurisdiction  to  the  Slate  tribunals. 

Mr.  ALLEN  desired  to  .say  that  ho  hoped  Sen- 
olorson  the  other  side  would  extend  that  courtesy 
to  Senators  on  this  which  had  nlwoys  been  ex- 
tended by  his  side  to  theirs.  When  the  notice 
was  given  yesterday  that  an  appeal  would  be 
made  to  the  Senate  to-day,  there  was  a  general 
silence.  It  was  equivalent  to  a  promise  that  the 
indulgence  would  be  allowed,  it  was  no  right, 
of  course;  but  he  would  ask,  as  a  matter  of  cour- 
tesy, that  the  Senate  proceed  to  consider  the  res- 
olution of  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  BARROW,  ot  consitierable  length,  ex- 
pressed his  views  against  continuing  the  discus- 
sion upon  this  subject.  He  insisted  that  the 
.Senate,  having  no  right  to  originate  a  revenue 
measure  of  this  kind,  had  no  right  to  discuss  a 
subject  that  was  not  properly  before  it.  He  be- 
lieved that  two  thirds  of  the  members  of  the  Sen- 
ate would,  if  the  question  was  taken,  deny  the 
constitutional  power  of  this  body  to  originate  this 
measure.  Why,  then,  should  the  lime  of  the 
body  be  consumed  in  discussing  it?  He  thought 
it  was  doing  great  injustice  to  the  numerous  indi- 
viduals who  nad  claims  before  the  Sennte;  and 
there  were  many  important  bills  on  the  Calendar 
which  ought  to  be  considered.  It  was  time  that 
the  discussion  should  cease.  When  a  bill  on  this 
subject  originated  in  the  other  House,  then  both 
discussion  and  action  could  be  had  with  propri- 
ety; and  until  then  the  Senate  could  not  act. 

The  yeas  and  nuys  having  been  called  for  anil 
ordered  on  the  motion  to  proceed  to  the  special 
order,  (the  consideration  of  the  Post  Office  bill  as 
the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday,)  resulted — 
yeas  20,  nays  21;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  .\rclipr,  Barrow,  Bnten,  Bayard,  Cboate, 
Clayton,  Crittenden.  Evan:*,  Foster,  Francis,  Huntington, 
Jarnagin,  Man;;uin,  Mcrricli,  Miller,  Moorhcad,  Tearce, 
I'orter,  Simmons,  l^phani,  and  Wliitc — 20. 

NAV'tf  —  .Messrs.  .'Mien,  Atchison,  Alhcrton,  Bagby, 
Brc'se,  Bucliatiiin,  Fairfield,  Pulton,  llannegnn,  llayw  >ud, 
Ilcnderson,  lluf*er,  iMcDuthc,  Heinple,  Sevier,  Sturgeon, 
Tappan,  Wallcer,  VVoodbrldgc,  and  Woodbury — iit. 

So  the  Senate  refused  to  take  up  the  special 
order. 

TBB  TARIFF. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  then  moved  to  take  up  the 
resolution  of  the  Finonce  Committee  proposing 
the  indefinite  postponement  of  his  bill  in  relation 
to  the  tariir. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  hoped, os  the  Senate  had 
refused  to  take  up  .this  Post  Office  bill,  that  it 
would  also  refuse  to  take  up  this  resolution — the 
discussion  of  which  could  lead  tonothiiig — while 
many  subjects  of  legislation  to  be  disposed  of 
were  lying  on  the  table,  awaiting  action. 

The  PRESIDENT  staled  that  the  motion  was 
not  debatable. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  then  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays'on  the  question  of  taking  up  this  reso- 
lution. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  ordered,  resulted — 
yeas  22,  nays  li);  as  follows: 

YEAS  — Messrs.  Allen,  Atchison,  Atlierton,  Bagbjr, 
Bri^cse,  Buchanan,  Clioalc,  Kalrlleld.  Fulton,  llannegan, 
Haywood,  llendi^rson,  Muser,  McDuiTie,  Scniple,  Sevier, 
Sturgeon,  'ra|>iian,  Walker,  VVoodbrldgc,  Woodbury,  and 
Wrisllt— 'i.>. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Arclicr,  Barrow,  Bates.  Bayard,  Clay- 
ton, Crittenden,  Evans,  FoslerJ  Francis,  Huntington,  Jar- 
nagin, Mangiiin,  Merrick,  Miller,  Morchcail,  Tearce,  Por- 
ter, IJphani,  and  Wiiitc — 19. 

So  the  Senate  decided  upon  taking  up  the  res- 
olution for  furllier  consideration;  and  it  was  ac- 
cordingly t.iken  up. 

Mr.  BAGBY  observed  that,  understanding  it 
was  the  wish  of  his  friend  from  New  York  [Mr. 
Wrigut]  to  address  llic  Senate,  he  would,  with 
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great  pleasure,  if  such  was  his  desire,  yield  the 
noor  to  him. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  remarked  that  he  would  accept _ 
tlic  courtesy  of  the  Senator  from  Alabama,  if  it 
was  the  disposition  or  the  Senate  to  hear  him. 
He  spoke  thus  conditionally,  in  consequence  of 
the  manifestation  just  made  of  unwillingness  to 
proceed  with  the  discussion. 

Mr.  W.  addressed  the  Senate  for  two  hours,  at 
the  expiration  of  which,  without  having  con- 
cluded his  remarks,  he  yielded  the  floor  for  the 
purpose  of  an  ailjournment  being  moved. 

[The  report  of  Mr.  Wright's  speech  is  with- 
held till  it  can  be  presented  in  full.] 

ADJOCRNHBNT  TO  MONDAY. 
On  motion,  it  was  agreed  that  when  the  Senate 
adjourned  it  should  be  lo  Monday  next. 
The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Fkidat,  .Ipril  19,  18-14. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LYON,  it  was 

JUsolvcdt  TImt  the  Secretary  of  tlic  Trcti<iury  be  requeflted 
to  coimnunic.itc  to  thU  IliiudC  the  probable  cost  per  mile 
of  gtin-eying  tlic  township  lines.  In  lite  copper  ininin;;  dis- 
trict, on  Lake  Superior,  in  ilic  Ht.itc  of  Michigan,  nnd  tinch 
Information  od  he  uiny  posscM  concerning  llie  practicabil- 
ity, eipcdiency,  .tud  exiicnsc  o[  proeiiriii:^,  in  connection 
with  said  survey,  snilieicnt  geological  inl'orniation  loservc 
to  define  with  accuracy  llie  limits  and  to  describe  tlic  cliur- 
acu>r  of  Mid  dislrlei. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  THOMPSON,  it  was 
RciotctJ,  That  the  C'oninillloe  on  Public  Land*  Uc  in- 
sttucled  to  inquire  Into  the  expediency  of  reportins  a  bill 
to  coiiAnn  certnin  private  entries  of  laiid  In  the  nonliwcst- 
crn  land  ilii^iricL,  lit  the  State  of  Mississippi,  named  In  tile 
accompanying  papers. 

THE  AMISTAD  CASE. 

Mr.  WHITE  called  for  the  orders  of  ihe  d.ny. 

The  rcsoluaon  from  the  Committee  on  Manu- 
factures, for  the  printing  of  ten  thousand  extra 
copies  of  the  report  of  that  committee,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  tnritr,  was  l\u:  6rst  busiiuss  in  order. 
To  this  resolution,  Mr.  Lvgersoll,  when  it  was 
before  the  House  on  a  pievioiis  d«y,  moved  an 
amendment  by  the  addition  of  a  provision  to  print 
ten  thous.-tnd  extra  copies  of  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  respecting  the 
Amistnd  schooner  ca.se. 

Mr.  WHITE  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  WELLER  moved  to  lay  the  whole  sub- 
ject on  the  table. 

Mr.  BELSER  desired  .i  division  of  the  ques- 
tion when  the  Hquse  came  to  vole  oh  the  reso- 
lution. 

The  division  was  not  tlicn  in  order. 

Mr.  WHITE  asked  for  the  yens  and  nays  on 
the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table,  which  wire  or- 
dered; and  being  taken,  losiilted — yeas  86,  nays 
62;  as  follows: 

YEAS  —  Me.<«r.<.  Andcr.'on,  Aikin«on.  ll-^nton,  <amc.« 
Clack,  lllackwell,  llowcr,  Itowlin,  Boyil,  Jacob  Drlnker- 
liofT,  William  J.  Utowii,  Itiirke,  Uurt,  Caldwell,  Cnllin, 
Kvubeii  Cbapiiinii,  Au'/u.-iiih  A.  Ctiapurin,  <^«hb,  (;ulloiit, 
l>ana,  Uaiiiet.  Kichnrd  1).  Davis,  Joliii  W.  Oiivis.  11:11. itg- 
liani,  Droiii;!oo]e,  Duncan,  Dunlnp.  Cliner,  Farle  !,  l-'ickliu, 
ByrninCrccn,  Hale,  ll.inil::on,  l!eiili-y,  llerriek,  1I(V'',  Hop- 
kins, Unsiies,  liuntfiT/ord.  James  It.  Hunt,  Cuv.;  Jobiiiion, 
Gaor:!e  \V.  Jones,  .^iitln-w  Ki'lirirdy.  rrestoii  KiiiT,  Kirk- 
pitrick,  Ltiliraiielie,  l.conaid,  Lu,-ns,  Lyon,  IVIeCuuslen, 
Maclay,  .McCUII.in  I,  .MeCliTimr.l,  iMtConnell,  .Mcliowell, 
McKiy,  .Murpliv,  Norri-,  I'avni',  r.iiierv  I).  f..uer,  rr.itt, 
R-itillMin,  David  S.  Uiid.  U  dins,  lli'lle.  ItitPir,  Itnlwrf. 
Unliiusoii,  Itii'-ell,  !^i.  Joiiii, 'I'lionin  11. .^lyinmir, Siiiionti, 
John  'i'.  ."iimlli,  'J'lioiiias  limiih,  Sie.-nroo.  titcL-ioii,  Stiles, 
Strong,  Ta)  I. n,  Thoni|i-on.  \V.;i.'r.  VVciilwortU.  Whi'.ilo.i, 
Wiltulliw.  WiwKlward.  Jo.<t*p!i  A.  Wrillll,  and  Vosi— KJ. 

NAV.S— Messr.H.  AbUil,  Adams,  A-he,  UakiT,  llanlii- 
ITT,  tiarnnril.  Itclsrr,  lllillack,  nrensle,  llrmlhe.id,  .Millon 
Urowii,  Jerrniiah  Itnwn,  lluiriiiifion,  ("liltoiu  Olaic!i, 
4.'tln!;iiiaii,i'ollainer,  t:raiis;oii.  Ilarr.ih.  C-irrfll  Davis,  l>c- 
Iwrry,  D'^llel,  Dlek'-y,  Ellis,  I'.m,  French,  (JUidinss,  Wil- 
lis Green,  <;.idi!r.  Il.irdin.  Harp  t,  llir.lson.  Wa>hinztoii 
lluni,l'hatlesJ.ln5.Tsidl,J"jeph  H. lnjr«dl,lrvla,J.nk-, 
I'erley  It.  Jolin.jon,  Mardi,  .Mcllvaiae.  Edward  J.  .Morris, 
Mor-ie,  Mo.cley,  I'allerson.  r.lisha  U.  Tolter,  Kam  a-v, 
Kiickwfll,  Itodniy,  lingers,  f  ample.  Sell  inck,  Alliort  Sniilii, 
t'ali'b  11.  Smith,  Ajitlrew  .Slev.an,  'I'lioaiasson.  'IMil-n, 
Tyler,  Vance,  Vinton,  Wliile,  WiiiUirop,  and  William 
WiiglU-SJ. 

So  tile  whole  subject  v/ns  laid  on  the  table . 

A  messajp  was  reccivid  from  tin-  Senate,  .ic- 
companied  by  various  bills  wliicli  had  lieeii  passed 
by  that  body. 

AXNKXATIO.N  Of  TEXAS. 

Mr.  ADAMS,  by  h'ave  of  liic  House,  pre- 
sented a  series  of  resniullous  of  the  Le;;islniuru 
ofMaasacliuseltsugainstlheannexatiuii  of  Texas. 


Mr.  BRODHEAD  asked  for  the  reading  of  the 
resolutions. 
'   The  Clerk  read  them  accordingly. 

Mr.  AD.<VMS  then  moved  that  the  resolutions 
be  laid  on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  asked  if  it  would  be 
in  order  to  amend  the  motion  by  moving  its  refer- 
ence to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs.' 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  would  not  be  in  order, 
the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  having  preference 
over  all  others. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  laying  on  the 
table  and  printing,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

colt's  SUDMARINE  BATTEttY. 

Mr.  McKAY  offered  the  following  resolution; 
which,  by  general  consent,  was  considered  and 
agreed  to: 

Jietslccd,  That  the  Secretaries  of  War  and  Navy  be  re- 
quested to  communicate  to  Uiis  House  the  fact  wlietlier 
the  combustible  agent  used  by  Mr.  Colt  was  n  secret  before 
he  made  the  same  known  At  the  seat  of  Government;  and 
whether  the  mode  of  its  application  to  harbor  defense  be 
new  ;  and.  If  new.  what  nhjcctious  tlicre  are  against  Its 
adopUon,  if  olijoeiionsTIo  exist. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMDNICATIONS. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  hoped  it  would  be  the  pleas- 
ure of  the  House  to  dispose  of  the  documents  on 
the  Speaker's  table,  of  which  he  understood  there 
were  several. 

The  SPEAKER  then  communicated  llie  follow- 
ing: 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmit- 
ting a  report  in  relation  to  experiments  made  by 
officer  under  the  direction  of  the  Department,  for 
the  purpose  of  testing  the  strength  and  utility  of 
cannon  manufactured  from  wrought  iron;  which 
letter  and  report  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs. 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmit- 
ting a  report  in  relation  to  the  importance  of  a 
harbor  at  Manitowoc,  in  Wisconsin;  which  letter 
and  report  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

NAVY-YARD  AT  MEMPHIS. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  establish  a  navy- 
yard  and  depot  at  or  near  the  city  of  Memphis, 
on  the  Mississippi  river,  in  the'State  ofTcnncssee, 
was  rend  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  State  of  the  Union. 

IOWA  LFGISLATCKE. 
The  nmendmrnis  of  the  Senate  to  ihe  bill  giv- 
ing the  assent  of  Oimgrrss  to  the  holding  of  an 
extra  session  of  the  Legislature  of  Iowa  were  read; 
and,  on  moiionof  Mr.  Cobb,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Territories. 

I'.VY  0!'  CLAIMS. 

The  nmeii'tnenis  of  the  Senate  to  the  joint  res- 
olution respecting  the  application  of  certain  ap- 
propriations heretofore  made,  were  read  and  con- 
curred in. 

SAC  AKD  FOX  RESBUVATIOSS. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  repeal  the  act  enti- 
tled "  An  act  directing  the  survey  of  ihe  northern 
line  of  the  reservations  for  the  half  breeds  of  the 
Sac  and  Fox  tribesof  Indians,  provided  for  in  the 
treaty  of  3d  August,  1H34,"  approved  March  3, 
1843,  tvas  rend  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
inilice  of  the  Whole  on  the  Stale  of  tlie  Union. 

WILLIAM  P.  ZANTZINOER. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RAMSEY,  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  w;is  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  joint  resolution  for  the  relief 
of  William  P./»uiiziiiger,uiid  the  same  was  taken 
up  ill  the  House,  the  question  being  on  its  en- 
grossment-. 

The  resolution  directs  the  accounting  officers 
of  the  Treasury  lo  audit  and  settle  the  accounts 
of  Mr.  Zaiitziiiger  on  principles  of'justice  and 
equity. 

After  a  dIsicusKinn,  ill  which  ?4i'ssrs.  STEEN- 
ROD,  RA.MSKY,  S.VUTH,  C.  JOHNSON, 
HALE,  PAR.MENTER,  WHITE  luid  BREN- 
GLE,  look  pan. 

.  Mr.  WELLER  moved  the  previous  question; 
which  being  seconded,  and  the  main  question 
ordered, 

Mr.  HALE  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  but 
till  y  were  not  ordered. 

The  mail!  question,  being  on  the  engrossment 
of  the  resolution,  was  taken,  and  resulted  in  its 
being  decided  in  the  affirmative. 


The  resolution  being  read  tlie  third  lime,  tod 
the  question  being  on  its  passage,  * 

Mr.  KING,  of  New  York,  moved  to  lay  it  on 
the  wble. 

The  motion  was  rejected. 

Mr.  PARMENTfiR,  after  some  remnrla  in 
opposition  10  the  resolution,  moved  to  poitponc 
its  further  consideration  to  this  day  week. 

The  motion-was  rejected. 

Mr.  WELLER  moved  the  previous  qarstion 
on  the  passage  of  the  resolution;  whitU  beio" 
seconded,  and  the  main  question  ordered, 

Mr.  PARMENTER  called  for  iheyeMml 
nays,  which  were  ordered;  luid  being  taken,  re- 
sulted— yeas  102,  nays  70. 

So  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  COBB  moved  a  reconsideratton  of  that 
vote;  and  on  that  he  called  for  the  previous qutt- 
lion. 

Mr.  HALE  moved  a  postponement  of  Uwcon. 
sideration  of  that  motion  until  to-morros. 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that  niotioiito  btoit 
of  order. 

Mr.  HALE  then  demanded  the  yeas  nnd  tajrj       / 
on  it. 

The  SPEAKER  put  the  question  on  seconding 
the  demand  for  the  previous  question;  and  ffi 
voted  in  the  affirmative,  and  38  in  the  negaiire— 
no  quorum  voting. 

IVlr.  WELLER  called  for  tellers,  and  they  wen 
ordered;  and  Messrs.  White  and  Bcrke  were 
appointed;  and  they  reported  ~3  in  the  aSrmaiiK, 
and  46  in  the  negative. 

So  there  was  a  second. 

The  main  question  was  also  ordered  lo  be  pot; 
and,  on  agreeing  to  the  motion,  the  yeas  and  ntfi 
were  ordered,  and  resulted — yeas  72,  nnjrsSS. 

So  tlic  motion  to  reconsider  was  negatived. 

NEW  POST  UOCTE. 
Mr.  MURPHY,  with  unnnimous consent, in- 
troduced a  resolution;  and  it  was  i^reed  le.u 
follows: 

RaolreJ,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  0S«  tad 
Post  Roads  Inquire  into  the  expediency  ot  estolilisMiif  > 
|)ost  route  from  Drooklyn<nCraveseiid,iutlKStateo(Ne« 
York. 

IOWA  LEGISLATDRE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  COBB,  the  vote  taken  on  ike 
bill  giving  permission  to  the  Legislature  of  Ion 
to  hold  an  extra  session  was  reconsidered. 

The  amendments  of  the  Seiftite  were  then  con- 
curred in,  and  the  bill  was  passed. 

WESTERN  HARBOR  BILL. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  called  up  his  motion  to  rrcon- 
sider  the  final  vote  yesterday  on  the  bill  nukin; 
appropriations  for  the  iniprovemem  of  certain  har- 
bors and  rivers;  and,  after  a  few  exphinBiorjr  ob- 
servations, he  moved  the  previous  question  on  ibat 
motion. 

The  previous  question  being  seconded, and  iIk 
main  question  ordered, 
'    Mr.  BELSER  c;tlled  for  the  yeas  and  n»y». 

The  yeas  nnd  nays  were  ordered. 

The  main  question  on  the  reconsidcniiion  «»» 
taken,  and  resulted — yeas  129,  nays  40;  at  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Alibou,  Adams,  Ashe.  Baker,  Bmui, 
Benton,  Bidlaek,  James  Black,  l!oniil^  Bajil,  i'^ 
Brlnkcrhotr,  Millon  Brown,  Jereulioli  Brown,  BaffiiiSnii, 
Cary,  Carroll,  CaUin,  Chilton,  Clinch,  Cmnrtos.  I'l"* 
Dana,  Uarragh,  (jarrett  Davis,  Iticbard  D.  Davis,  IVI'ny, 
Dellet,  Dickey,  ll(ni-;lns,  Dimeaii,  Diinlap,  I31i»,  ^>*f' 
F.arlee,  Fleklin.  Kisll.  Florence,  Foot,  Fo>ter,  Frencli.tirf- 
diiigs,  VViilis  (irceii,  Uvrnm  (ireen,  Grinni-il,  Gridcr,  lUr- 
diii,  Harper,  llerriek, '  Ho'e,  lliititx-il,  Ilud'on,  nDi:lir|. 
Htingennnl,  VVushiiigtoa  Hunt,  Jauii-^  B.  iliint.Ciaii'SJ. 
Ingersoli,  Ir^'in,  Jameson,  Jenk^t,  .Perk-y  B.  Jttlm.^Mi,  J»*^ 
P.  Ki-niiedy,  Preston  Kins,  Daniel  P.  Kii«,  Kifipaui'*. 
l.nhraaclle,  Leonard.  Lyon,  Marsh,  Mathew.-^,  Mc('»ul-«Si 
MeC'ielland,  McClernnnd,  MeUiiw.-ll,  McllViiine,KJ»w 
J.  Morris,  Josepli  Morris,  M.wse,  .Moiclei ,  Owen,  hain- 
soiu  Peyton,  PInrnix,  Ulisha  R.  Poller,  fernery  D.  f'^t 
Pnnt,  prcton,  Piirdv,  Itainsev,  RallilMni,<'hafleBiM.  B*^ 
Relfe,  iiltter,  ItohinVon,  Rockwell,  Rodney,  Kopr'.  «• 
John,  Sampit),  Scheiick,  Sentcr.  S<-vi*fance.  David  L.^- 
inuiir,  Slidell.  .Mhert  Siniili,  Jolni  T.  ^iiiUb,  ■rboina»»Diil>. 
Caleb  U.  Sliiilh,  iloliert  Sniilh,Steeimxl.  t!Ii'l-iol>,  A"*"' 
St. -wan.  Stone,  Sirotitr.  Summers,  Tin. mas^wi.TtWnas 
Tilden.  Tyler,  Vance,  Vamneier,  Vinton,  Weller.  W«l- 
worth,  tVelhered,  Wln-aloii,  VVIiitc,  WinUuop,  WiBiw 
Wrlalii,  and  Yost— I-J!». 

N.WS— Mi-ssrs.  .Atkinson,  llarrin^cr,  Bclscr.  lUacWf- 
Bnrkc,  nciiben  Chapaiaii,  .Xuan-lus  .A.  t^hapmao. O-ts. 
Coles,  Cullom.  Daniel,  John  W.  Davis.  l>illin«haio.I"«;- 
goole,  Hale,  Haralson,  Holmes,  Hopkins.  Hoa-mo,  U"**'^' 
Cave  Johnson,  l.cw.s,  Luca-*,  M.»cl.ay,  .Mct^ianeU.  SK • 
K  ly.  Newton.  Norris,  Piuineuter,  Paine,  David  S.  Bf* 
llc:din!,  Tlioni  -s  H.  Peymonr,  Speiice,  Jnbn  Slewn1,~»f- 
lor,  Tbompjon.  Williams,  and  VVuodnurdfr-K>. 
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The  quoslion  then  recurred  on  the  engrossment 
of  the  bill;  when 

Mr.  DUNCAN  moved  to  strike  outthe  nppro- 
printion  for  llie  Illinois  river,  and  demanded  the 
j)revi6us  (|uostion. 

After  some  conversation  on  a  point  of  order, 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  called  for  the  reading  of  j 
the  bill; 

After  whirh,  the  question  was  put  on  second- 
ing the  previous  question, and  rejected — aycsCl,  ' 
noes  72. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  then  offered  the  following 
as  an  amendment  to  the  nniendmcnt:  j 

Raotrtdj  That  llic  bill  be  rccommittrd  to  the  Committee 
OH  Comniorce,  wilh  iii!«truelliina  that  thry  rejiorl  Heparale 
bills,  one  for  ivcstern  riverit,  nod  atioUier  lor  l.ikc  harbo».    j 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  nmeiidmeiit  was 
not  in  order — the  nmendniLni  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  bein:;  to  strike  out.  i 

■    Mr.  TllO.MPSON  sold  lie  desired  to  inake  an  ' 
amendment  to  ihe  bill.     He  understood  that  the  ! 
gentleman  from  Ohio  hud  inovtHl  toiitrikeoiit  the  ! 
word  Illinois;  and  if  he  understood  the  Chair,  no 
amendment  lo  this  amendment  was  in  order.  He 
wished  tu  ealj  the  nlleiition  of  the  Chnir  lo  the 
fact  that  this  bill  was  an  entire  section;  and  there-  i 
fore,  if  he  moved •anyiliii^g  pertaiiiine  to  it,  he 
should  suppose  that  it  was  in  order.     He  wished  | 
now  to  understand   from    l!ic   (^hair  whether   he 
could  not  perfect  this  clause  in  some  way. 

He  then  submitted  his  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment to  strike  out  the  Ohio  river  abuvu  the  falls 
at  Louisville. 

The  SPEAKER  decided  it  to  be  out  of  order. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  then  moved  to  recommit 
tlie  bill  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  with  in- 
Gtruclioiis  to  report  two  separate  bills — one  for 
the  improvement  of  western  rivers,  and  the  other 
for  the  improvement  of  western  lakes.  This  he 
found  to  be  the  best  way  to  accom[ilish  his  pur- 
pose. 

An  exciting  conversation  ensued,  in  which  Mr. 
THO.MPSON,  Mr.  IIEIU  of  North  Carolina, 
Mr.  TIlJUATrS.  iMr.  MrCLERNAND,  Mr. 
STEE.NriOD,.Mr.WE.\r\VORTH,  Mr.  HAR- 
DIN, Mr.  W{nTE,and  others,  parlicinated. 

Mr.  W  H ITC  then  spoke  at  some  Icnstli  against 
the  propositit>nofthe;^entlemaii  from  Mis.sissippi, 
as  tile  proposition  of  un  enemy  of  the  bill,  which 
wpnid  stiid  it  lo  till-  tomb  of  the  Capulels. 

Mr.  WENl'WORTII  was  heartily  rejoiced  at 
the  rectmsideralirtn  of  this  bill,  and  Ik!  hoped — 
he  was  eontiflent — it  would  pass  in  some  shape. 
Like  alt  bills,  it  could  not  be  expected  that  it 
would  satisfy  every  one  in  nil  its  details.  For 
one,  he  represented  a  city  iriteri'Sted  in  the  com- 
inerce  of  all  the  great  siivams  of  this  country, 
and,  indeed,  he  mii;lil  say  of  the  whole  world. 
Whatever  benefited  the  commeree  of  this  country 
benefited  his  eonsiiliieiils,  directly  or  remotely. 
But  he  was  for  limiting  all  apprMpriaticms  within 
constitutional  and  econoinieal  limits.  His  con- 
stituents were  inteiesieil  m  the  improvement  of 
the  Mi.ssis.sippi  and  the  Ohio  and  the  giitnt  hikes. 
But  they  Were  iiiiuri'stid  in  ihe  improvement  of 
Illinois  more  than  in  either  llii-  iMIssissipp'i  or  the 
Ohio,  because  the  coinmerci'  of  both  came  through 
that  stream;  and  he  believed  an  improvement  lor 
tlinl  as  pro|>er,n8  imperative,  as  constitutional. .ts 
that  of  the  uppi'rOliio,  the  Aikan.sas.or  the  Mis- 
souri. But  if  his  favorite  stream  was  stricken 
out,  he  wuuhl  not,  out  of  sjiiie,  vtptc?  a?aiii.st  the 
whole  bill,  nor  let  it  puss  v.'iilionl  giving  iii:y  vole, 
much  as  he  sliould  resist  sneh  an  elVort.  He 
would  vote  for  the  bill,  modil'y  it  as  the  House 
might. 

The  great  objection  lo  the  bill  is  on  the  score 
of  economy,  lathis  the  leal  stale  of  lln.'case? 
Where  are  [In- rilr.enclimeiit  men?  Mostly  among 
the  friends  of  this  bill,  cir  that  porlioii  residing  in 
the  West.  He  hail  voted  fur  every  proposition 
of  retrenchment  and  refinni  that  had  come  up 
during  this  session.  Enough  had  biin  savid,by 
retrenching  our  Army  and  Navy,  lo'exceed.  the 
amount  of  twu  such  bill.-i  as  this.  We  called  him- 
self a  retrenchment  niuii  in  every  shape  the  subt 
joci  could  come  up.  This  measure  w«sn  retreneh- 
xneiit  measare,  and,  as  soeli  alone,  was  worthy  of 
sup|)ort.  Pass  this  bill,  and  it  not  only  saves 
Govertiinent  properly ,  but  iiulividiial  prupiTty  by 
the  liiindreds  of  millions,  and  huiiuin  livis  by  the 
thousands.  By  various  aecideiiis  on  our  lakes 
and  rivirs,  more  lives  have  been  lost  than  ill  the 
revolutionary  war,  the  last  war,  and  our  Indian 


wars,  all  put  together;  and  within  the  last  ten 
years  more  American  property  had  been  lost  on 
our  internal  lakes  anil  rivers  than  on  the  great 
oceans.  He  had  statistics  to  prove  all  this,  but 
would  not  now  trouble  the  House  lo  read  them. 

At  a  former  portion  of  the  .wssion,  our  Mis- 
sissippi friends  described  the  awful  lof:ses  of  life 
and  property  on  that  noble  stream;  and  all  they 
said  was  just  and  true.  He  knew  it  lo  be  so.  His 
own  constiiuenis  had  lost  their  property  and  llieir 
lives  there,  and  some  since  he  had  come  here.  He 
was  for  the  Mississippi  under  nil  circumsiances — 
for  pulling  out  its  snags,  and  improving  the  Des. 
Moines  and  Rock  Island  rapids. 

The  proposition  now  is  lo  divide  the  lakes  and 
rivers.  And  why.'  Let  the  House  see  where  the 
proposition  came  from,  and  then  look  back  to  the 
votes  of  his  highly  esteemed  friend  on  yesterday. 
Tiinro  DaiKWS  el  tlonafcrcnies.  He  disliked  these 
proffers  from  the  enemy.  Once  get  these  two 
great  interests  antagonist  to  each  other,  and  onr 
opponents  have  ncccmipli.slied  llieir  object.  They 
will  stir  lip  a  quarrel,  wish  us  both  well,  be  our 
very  particular  friends,  and  then  laugh  ill  their 
sleeves  to  see  us  destroy  each  other.  This  is  the 
sn^c  set  for  us,  and  he  hoped  the  friends  of  ihc 
measure  would  keep  out  of  it.  He  thought  it  best 
for  both  interests  to  stick  together,  and  combine 
against  the  common  eni'mv. 

Now  for  the  lakes,  over' which  $100,00l),000  of 
products  and  merchandise  were  transported  last 
year,  with  fifty-two  hundred  miles  of  coast,  two 
thousand  of  which  was  a  foreign  const.  On  Lake 
Michigan,  with  her  $10,000,000  of  commerce  last 
year,  there  is  not  a  single  harbor  completed — no, 
not  one.  And  more  than  this:  go  from  Chicago 
round  ihe  straits  of  Mncinac,  S.iginaw  bay,  Lake 
finroii,  St.  Clair,  and  St.  Clair  river,  to  Detroit, 
and  you  cannot  find  a  single  porl  in  a  storm.  When 
you  arc  on  the  ocean,  you  can  seek  safety  by 
keeping  from  the  land;  but  not  so  on  the  lakes. 
There  go  east,  west,  north,  or  south,  in  mie  of 
those  tremendous  and  destructive  gales  natural  to 
that  section,  and  you  are  in  danger  of  being 
wrecked.  AVIiy,  sir,  the  work  of  destruction  and 
death  has  alreody  commenced  there. 

He  thought  he  had  the  papers  containing  the 
facts  relative  to  a  single  storm;  but  he  had  left 
them  at  his  room.  However,  materially,  they 
were  ns  follows:  A  lleet of  somi:  dozen  ves.sels  left 
Chicago  in  the  morning, and  befnre  nightall  were 
scattered  on  the  shore,  in  various  directions. 
Hats,coats,  fragments  of  vessels,  and  dead  Inidies, 
strewed  the  shore.  On  one  or  two  vessels  the  loss 
was  partial,  but  on  the  most,  total;  though  some 
had  never  been  heard  from,  nnd  probably  never 
would  be.  Oti  one,  every  soul  aboard  was  lost; 
nnd  from  all  he  could  learn,  in  this  single  gale  of 
one  day,  §100,000  of  property,  and  fifty  persons, 
had  gone  to  deslruciion. 

Their  cargoes  consisted  of  v/estern  grain  nnd 
breadstufl'iij bound  for  New  York  city;  and  also 
sugar  and  molasses,  that  have  lliis  ye:ir,  perhaps, 
come  up  from  New  Orleans,  through  tile  great 
Mis.sissippi  nnd  the  Illinois,  nnd  wen.'  bound  for 
Michigan,  there  to  he  exehnngei!  for  lumber,  to 
go  back  in  payment,  perhaps,  of  the  original  cargo 
iiself,  at  New  Orleans.  Such  is  now  the  extent 
of  the  Chicago  trade. 

And  this  loss  was  mostly  sustained  by  hisown 
constituents;  and  yet  gentlemen  wonder  :it  our 
zeal  and  enthusiasm.  Sir,  we  ari'  pleiuling  for 
our  properly  and  our  lives;  and  we  are  asking  for 
our  Gov*'rninei'.t  to  lio  for  us  wiiat  she  is  binintl 
lo  do  by  every  reasonable  consideration;  and  yet 
there  shall  be  nothingunconsiituiional  in  it,  noth- 
iirj  repugnant  to  ihe  principles  of  our  republican 
forefathers,  (tr<»f  our  republican  Presidents.  Gen- 
eral Jackson,  Mr!  Van  Biircii,  antl  Mr.  Tyler, 
h:ive  signed  bills  for  appropriations  of  this  son; 
and  he  believed  they  all  appixived  of  .■•■uch  works. 
He  feared  no  taunts  from  any  one  about  exlrav- 
agan':e.  His  voles  would  speak  liis  principles  on 
this  subject.  His  motto  was:  "  Be  just,  ami  fear 
not."  I'.very  proposition  in  this  bill  having  claims 
ill  justice  he  was  for  adhering  to.  On  the  lakes, 
friim  Chicago  lo  Buffalo, and  from  Bulfalo  to  Lake 
Chaniphiiii,  he  could  speak  from  a  knov/Iedge  of 
all  the  points.  He  had  oeen  at  lliem  nil,  and  they 
were  demandi-d  tor  the  protection  of  our  com- 
nie'rce.  All  were  olil  work.s  save  one — that  at 
Sandusky — and  he  considered  that  appropriation 
demanded  by  military  as  well  as  commercial  con- 
sideratiuns. 


Look  at  ihe  great  nnd  growing  commerce  of 
those  lakes  I  Behold  the  canals  and  railroads 
being  built  lo  their  towns !  And  then,  sir,  count 
the  e.xtent  of  these  hikes,  the  commerce  of  which 
we  wish  to  protect.  Lake  Erie  is  two  hundred 
and  sixty-five  by  sixty-three  miles;  Lake  St. 
Clair,  thirty  by  twenty-eight;  Lake  Huron,  two 
hundred  and  forty  by  two  hundred  and  twenty; 
S:iginaw  Bay,  sixty  liy  thirty;  Lake  Michigan, 
three  hundri  d  and  thirty  by  seventy.  At  many 
places  the  harbors  are  now  going  to  decay,  ami 
appropriations  are  asked  merely  to  save  them. 

rile  United  States  iiiail  is  carried  across  the 
lakes  by  Government  eonlraet  from  Buffalo  to 
Detroit, and  also  from  Si.  Joseph  lo  Chicago.  In 
the  latter  case  ho  had  known  the  people  to  be 
without  mails  for  n  whole  week,  in  consequence 
of  the  iiKLbitity  of  the  mail-boat  to  leave  or  make 
a  harbor,  such  was  the  impending  danger  from 
the  beach  nnd  sand-bars.  ,\nd,  in  the  former, 
more  or  less  delay  from  poor  harbors  is  frequent. 

Sir,  on  llie  Wiiole,  it  is  beiier  that  all  the  sail- 
ors in  the  lost  vessels  should  have  been  lost,  than 
that  they  should  have  lived  in  a  wounded,  sick, 
or  destiluie  condition,  as  things  now  are.  The 
sailors  have  been  paying  twenty  cents  each  month 
out  of  their  hard  earned  wagi.-s  as  iiospital  money; 
and  yet  tliero  is  not  a  hospital  on  the  upper  lakes 
— no,  not  one.  It  has  been  .said  thai  the  West  ia 
putting  its  hands  into  the  Government's  pocket 
too  deep.  Mr.  AV.  thought  Government  had  been 
putting  its  hands  too  deep  into  the  poor  sailors' 
pocket.  It  hud  got  monev  from  theni  which  had 
never  been  paid  back.  Worse  than  this,  after 
gettin*  their  money,  it  left  them  to  ihe  charily  of 
the  world,  to  die  in  deslilulion  and  suffering, 
sometimes  in  poor-housi-s,  and  sometimes  in  the 
streets.  There  is  now  the  sum  of  J.^i,000  in  the 
national  'i'leasury  belonging  to  the  hospital  fund, 
and  yet  sailors  prefer  sinking  wilh  their  vessel 
to  running  the  risk  of  proteciion  on  shore,  if  left 
with  serimisly  injured  limbs  or  constitution. 
When  will  that  iiiouey  be  )iaid  back  lo  them? 
They  may  never  need  it  more  than  now.  On 
Lake  Michigan  not  the  first  sailor  has  had  relief 
from  ihe  lio:<piial  fund,  uiid  yet  its  sailors  have 
conlributed  largely  to  it. 

This  Government  builds  nnd  mans  forts  to  pro- 
tect our  lake  emnmerce  in  time  of  war;  but  these 
forts  amount  to  but  very  little  unless  we  have 
habors;  since  a  single  hour's  gale  might  wreck  a 
whole  fleet  of  war  vessels,  and  ihns  do  us  all  the 
fatal  damage  we  could  expect  frcmi  our  worst 
enemy.  Government  is  now  kee])ing  up  a  fort 
at  Mackinac,  to  be  ready,  he  suppo.sed,  for  war. 
That  fort  had  been  taken  by  the  enemy  in  every 
war  ihus  for,  and  such  might  be  the  ^nse  again, 
though  he  thought  not.  But  the  best  defense  the 
commerce  of  llo'  lakes  could  have  was  good  har- 
bors. They  were  capable  of  protecting  in  jieaco 
ogainst  that  most  dreadful  and  instantaneous  war 
— the  war  of  the  elements;  and  in  the  war  of  men 
they  would  furnish  places  to  build  new  and  repair 
old  vessels,  wliii'h  the  chivalrous  sons  of  the  West 
would  never  allow  taken.  His  constituents  pre- 
ferred harbors  over  forts, cannon, orsoldiers.  As 
a  friend  to  the  lakes  and  a  friind  to  the  rivers,  he 
was  willing  to  modify  thi^  bill  in  any  reasonable 
manner;  but  he  fiared  a  division.  lie  still  would 
adhere  lo  the  old  mono — "  united  we  stand,  di- 
vided we  fall." 

One  word  to  his  Demncrnlic  friends,  nnd  he 
had  done.  Jackson  was  considered  a  good  Dem- 
ocrat, and  so  was  Van  Biir''n.  Their  faith  he 
had  never  lienrd  di.^puled.  They  signed  appro- 
printions  for  all  such  works;  nnd  they  were  con- 
sidered national  and  not  local.  And  it  is  no  use 
for  persons  to  pretend  lo  be  more  Democratic 
than  they  were.  The  course  marki'd  out  by 
sundry  genileinen  here  he  considered  ruinous  in 
the  highest  degree.  He  well  remembered  wlieo 
the  appropriation  bill  failed  under  a  former  Ad- 
niinistratioii  at  the  session  of  1H3S-39;  and  ho 
never  wislnil  to  see  such  an  exeitnnent  again. 
It  seemed  a  ruinous  blow  aimed  directly  at  the 
v.'hole  western  commerce.  Anil  when  the  prop- 
erty of  the  Government  was  ])ut  up  for  sale — the 
dredging  machine  and  other  unieiisds — as  a  party 
man,  he  blushed  and  hung  his  head.  His  oppo- 
nents cried  "ruin  "  in  every  direction,  and  pre- 
dicted that  that  was  but  the  coninicneement  of 
his  party's  ruinous  measures.  Though  it  wn.sa 
.sectional  nnd  not  n  pnriy  measure,  yet  it  was,  in- 
deed, a  "  ruinous  "  one.     Some  of  these  works 
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bare  been  commenced  again,  and  the  first  ap- 
propriations liave  been  nearly  exhausted  in  get- 
ting the  necessary  machinery,  the  rock,  and  the 
timber;  and  we  now  want  another  appropriation 
to  go  on  with  the  worlc.  And  shall  we  not  have 
it  at  this  very  session  of  Congress,  and  thus  de- 
feat ihe  "  rumous  "  prediction  of  our  opponents? 
Stop  the  works  now,  on  the  eve  of  another  elec- 
tion, again  sell  out  the  machinery,  and,  with  re- 
newed force,  you  put  not  only  the  cry  of  "ruin" 
in  their  mouths,  but  ji-onard  our  whole  commerce, 
and  expose  it  to  the  full  sweep  of  those  pitiless 
tempests  which  have  so  often  strewed  our  shores 
with  wrecks  of  vessels  and  lifeless  bodies.  Let 
us  pass  this  bill  now,  and,  by  a  strong  vote,  put 
on  end  to  such  ruinous  predictions,  and  so  avert 
such  ruinous  realities. 

Mr.  HARDIN  made  a  few  remarks,  depre- 
rating  the  proposition  for  excluding  Ihe  Illinois 
river;  and  contended  that  there  was  no  principle 
sanctioning  the  other  appinpriutioiis  in  the  bill, 
which  did  not  sanction  the  apiiropriation  for  the 
Illinois.  He  was  as  little  disposed  as  any  gentle-. 
man  to  enter  into  an  extravagant  system  of  in- 
ternal improvements  that  would  bankrupt  the 
Treasury;  but  he  would  make  reasonable  appro- 
priations for  the  improvement  of  our  rivers,  for 
the  protection  of  commerce;  and  in  doing  so,  he 
would  act  impartially,  and  notexclude  one  object 
equally  as  deserving  as  the  others. 

Mr.  H.  referred  l<;  several  appropriations  made 
during  the  administrations  of  General  Jackson 
and  Mr.  Van  liurcn,  which  wore  for  objects  as 
much  local  as  the  Illinois  river;  and  instanced  the 
appropriations  for  Cape  Fear  river,  the  Hudson 
river,  and  the  Dismal  Swamp  canal.  All  these 
objects,  he  contended,  were  not  more  constitu- 
tional than  the  Illinois  river;  and  he  hoped  that 
the  rule  which  sanctiunod  appropriations  for  these 
would  be  applied  to  the  Illinois. 

Mr.  BELSER  assured  the  Chair  that,  in  the 
present  disposition  of  the  House  to  take  the  ques- 
tion, he  would  not  detain  them  as  long  as  he  wished; 
but  should  reserve  to  himself  the  privilege  of 
writing  out  his  remarks  in  full;  for  he  viewed  this 
as  one  of  the  most  important  questions  thatcould 
come  before  Congress  at  the  present  session.  It 
was  neither  more  nor  less  than  the  question 
whether  the  old  exploded  system  of  internal  im- 

£rovements  was  to  be  revived  by  a  Democratic 
lOngress;  and  if  it  was,  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts in  his  eye  [Mr.  Adams]  would  have 
good  reason  to  rejoice  at  the  restoration  of  his 
principles  by  the  fany  which  had  defeated  him. 
He  was  for  doing  |uMticc  to  every  politician,  and 
to  every  section  ol  the  country;  and  was  not  w> 
intolerant  as  to  deny  to  any  man  whatever  bene- 
fit or  good  might  result  from  his  acts.  He  was, 
therefore,  for  giving  to  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
saahusetts  all  the  benefit  timt  might  result  from 
the  revival  of  his  system. 

He  diflcred  from  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  [Mr.  Holmes]  in  his  views  in  regard  to 
the  power  of  this  Government  to  make  appropri- 
ations for  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  riveis;  and  if 
this  bill  passed,  it  would  be  on  the  foundation 
laid  by  that  gentleman.  He  notircd  the  dexterity 
with  which  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  laid  hold 
of  tlic  speech  of  the  gentleman. 

Mr.  HOLMES  begged  tlie  (.'I'ntleman  to  yield 
the  floor,  which  was  do:ie.  Rlr.  U.  then  defied 
the  gentleman  to  meet  his  argument  dirtctlij.  For 
this  purpose  Mr.  H.  resulted  his  argument  thus: 
the  United  States  have  no  ri^lit  to  improve  a 
river  which  is  confined  in  a  iiiate,  because  the 
proprietary  right  and  jurisdiction  are  in  the  iSiale, 
and  not  in  the  United  States;  that  the  United 
States  had  a  right  of  way,  a  usufruct  in  the  Illi- 
nois river,  but  had  no  ri^utof  soil  or  proprietary 
right,  and  Ihercfore  could  not  make  improvement; 
but  that  the  proprietary  right,  and  the  usufruct 
of  the  United  tjiutes  were  complete  over  the  Mia- 
sissipi,  and  therefore  if  the  United  States  could 
not  improve  that  river,  it  could  not  be  improved 
at  all,  and  a  great  highway  might  be  stQp|>ed  up 
by  an  accumulation  of  sand  or  snags,  and  the 
commerce  of  the  West  be  destroyed.  This  led 
to  an  absurdity.  Now,  my  position  is  fully  and 
clearly  stated,  and  1  defy  the  gentleman  to  get 
over  it. 

Mr.  HARDIN  asked  the  gentleman  from  Ala- 
bama, [Mr.  Belser,]  before  he  resunx'd  his  re- 
marks, to  allow  him  to  set  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  right  on  a  matter  of  fact.    The 


proprietary  right  over  the  Illinois  river  was  in  the 
United  States.  Our  land  titles  go  to  low  water 
mark;  but  the  property  of  the  river  is  in  the 
United  States.  He  would  refer  to  the  clause  in 
the  ordinance,  providing  that  all  the  waters  run- 
ning into  the  great  lakes  and  the  Missisippi 
should  be  made  free,  and  remarked  that  this  ap- 

Clied  to  the  Illinois  river,  for  in  the  high  water 
oats  went  from  it  into  the  lakes. 

Mr.  UELSER  should,  at  a  proper  time,  in  the 
course  of  his  argument,  endeavor  to  set  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  ri^ht  on  the  common 
law  of  this  country  in  regard  to  its  navigable 
rivers.  He  intended  to  vote  against  the  harbor 
bill,  and  also  against  the  appropriation  of  $5,000 
for  the  harbor  of  Mobile,  a  harbor  which  had 
been  in  existence  as  long  as  he  had  lived,  and  had 
been  put  in  the  bill  for  the  purpose  of  getting  voles 
from  that  section  of  the  country.  He  stood  here 
ni>  principle,  and  he  avowed  it  openly,  that  he 
could  see  no  distinction  between  appropriations 
fur  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi,  and  the  Illinois 
river,  unless  on  the  ground  of  expediency.  It 
might  resolve  itself  into  the  question  of  the  safety 
of  the  lives  and  property,  like  that  of  the  acquisi- 
tion of  a  territory  to  secure  them  from  forugn 
aggression,  but  could  not  rest  on  other  grouiTos. 

Mr.  HOLMES  asked  the  gentleman  if  he  did 
not  give  up  the  whole  constitution  question  when 
he  resorted  to  the  doctrine  of  3a{us;)oj>u{impreina 
Ux? 

Mr.  BELSER  said  he  should  come  to  that  pres- 
ently. He  was  for  plain,  direct  legislation;  and 
whenever  a  measure  could  not  stand  on  its  own 
strength,  but  required  to  be  connected  with  others 
to  carry  it  through,  he  would  oppose  it.  He 
wished  to  be  understood  on  this  question  as  im- 
pugning the  motives  of  no  man.  He  did  not  mean 
to  say  that  gentfemcn  had  acted  improperly  in 
connecting  so  many  various  objects  together;  but 
he  must  say  that  there  was  danger  in  a  combina- 
tion of  these  objects;  and,  as  a  Representative,  he 
had  a  right  to  point  it  out.  Here  were  the  States 
provided  for  in  this  bill.  The  Stales  to  be  pro- 
vided for  were  numerous;  there  were  Ohio,  and 
New  York, and  Pennsylvania, and  Michigan,  and 
Indiana,  and  Illinois,  and  Kentucky;  and  there 
was  alsoonc  Territory — Wisconsin — which  stood 
on  a  somewhat  different  footing;  and  the  appro- 
priations for  these  works  amounted  to  nearly  a 
million  dollars.  The  States  were  entitled  to  Rep- 
resentatives which  would  give  them  one  hundred 
and  thirteen  votes  on  this  floor — being  a  majority 
of  the  whole  House.  He  commented  on  this  fact, 
and  on  the  liability  that  e.\isted  amongst  men  of 
being  misled  when  the  interests  of  the  section  of 
country  which  they  represented  were  involved, 
and  proceeded  to  read  an  extract  from  President 
Jackson's  sixth  annual  message  on  the  subject, 
to  show  the  frighttul  condition  to  which  this  coun- 
try might  be  brought  if  this  system  should  |>revuil. 

He  next  noticed  the  remarks  of  th»  gentleman 
from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Douglas,]  in  the  course  of 
which  that  gentleman  had  said  that  he  was  sus- 
tained by  the  opinions  of  Madison  and  other  Pres- 
idents of  the  United  States;  and  proceeded  to  con- 
lend  that  he  was  not  so  sustained,  and  then  to 
draw  the  distinction  between  local  anil  national 
works.  He  was  understood  to  oppose  all  these 
appropriations,  though  he  might  be  induced  to 
vote  appropriations  for  such  streams  as  the  Mis- 
sissippi, as  the  work  of  eX|Tediency. 

He  alluded  to  the  Texas  question  in  illustration 
of  his  argument, 9nd  l>ecause  it  was  yesterday 
brought  into  this  discussion  by  a  gentleman  from 
Michigan,  [Mr.  McClellasd.]  Por  such  n  pur- 
pose as  the  anne.Mition  of  Texas,  he  would  vole 
money  out  of  the  Treasury,  because  his  policy  of 
cxpeuiency  fur  the  protection  of  the  rights  and 
property  and  livi'S  of  the  citizens  of  a  portion  of 
this  country,  and  the  interests  of  all,  would  be 
secured  thereby.  He  had  voted  to  refund  the  fine 
imposed  on  General  Juckson,  because  he  believed 
conscientiously  that  the  nr.i  for  which  the  fine  was 
imposed  was  done  in  his  endeavor  to  preserve 
human  life,  and  protect  the  soil  and  honor  of  his 
country;  and  he  read  an  extract  from  one  of  Jef- 
ferson s  messages  to  shaw  that  the  acquisition  of 
Louisiana  was  made  under  such  circumstances  of 
the  country  as  n'quired  it,  and  made  it  expedient. 
He  deemed  it  expedient  that  the  country  should 
reanncx  Texas  to  its  territory ,  and  slated  various 
grounds  involving  the  commerce  and  prosperity 
of  the  West. 


Mr.  HOLMES  and  Mr.McCLELLANDboik 
matfe  some  explanatory  statements. 

Kir.  BELSER  tlien  argued  that  slavery  wu 
guarantied  to  the  southern  States,  as  one  of  the 
compromises  on   whi':h    the  Constitutioii  wm 
basi'd;  and  this  Government  would  be  unfaitbrul 
to  the  South,  if  it  did  not  protect  its  rights;  and 
that  the  property  of  the  South  might  be  proiPctHi, 
it  was  necessary  that  we  should   have  Texu. 
Suppose,  for  instance,  a  foreign  Power  opposed 
to  slavery  got  possession  of  Texas,  and  abolition 
doctrines  were  implanted  there:  he  asked  thcBcp- 
n:sentatives  from  Louisiana, and  Missis«ippi,aDd 
Arkansas,  on  this  floor,  what  their  slave  prop- 
erty would  l>e  worth.'    Why,  they  would  bate 
to  guard  it  as  they  now  guard  their  sheep  in  the 
western  forests  from  the  wolves.    Snppoae  die 
British  Government  took  possession  of  Text:; 
and  suppose  that  Government  were  to  engopiu 
a  war  with  this  country,  with  an  abolition  ptrt^ 
placed  there,  with  the  command  of  the  negro«s 
there,  and  with  an  infiuence  by  which  tlay  could 
send  down  upon  us  savage  Indian  tribes  to  tona- 
Irawk  our  people:  he  asked  if  it  would  notbetbi 
duly  of  this  Government  to  expend  innnoy.aod 
of  Congress  to  appropri:Ue  it,  to  protect  the  lives 
and  liberties  and  property  of  the  people  r  llic  Ant 
great  objects  for  which  the  Declaration  of  In- 
dependeiicc  and   the  Constitution  were  framal. 
[Some  explanations  were  hero  made  between  Mr. 
Belser  and   Mr.  Wektworth.]    He  bclieied 
there  was  a  good  deal  of  money  expended  on  the 
Cumberland  road  before  it  stopped;  but  if  ihii 
was  to  be  the  argument,  any  scheme,  howeter 
wild  it  inigbt  bo,  hod  only  to  pass  through  oiie 
Congress,  and  the  succeeding  niiC  was  bound  l« 
carry  it  through.    Asthe  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  [Mr.  Riiktt]  said,  he-wns  villin'tabe 
taxed  for  all  necessary  objects,  but  he  was  not 
willing  to  be  taxed  for  such  ine.isures  ns  *oald 
grow  np  out  of  this  bill.    Did  gentlemen  snppott 
that  it  would  stop  here.'    No;  pass  this  bili,awl 
by  the  next  session  of  Congress  it  would  po« 
up  to  that  vast  system  of  internal  improvemenli 
which  was  arrested  by  the  veto  of Generaljotl- 
son.     Suppose   you   were    to   appropriate  oa\f 
$10,000,000  for  internal   imnrovemcnis:  whtre 
was  the  money  to  come  from  )    You  cannot  raise 
more  than  $30,000,000  by  direct  taxation.   Yon 
cannot  get  money  unless  you  get  it  6ut  of  the 
people's  pockets.     He  thought  gentlemen  who 
were  in  favor  of  a  high  proli!Ctive  tarifl'  had  the 
best  reason  to  go  for  this  bill,  and  they  resaoain 
this  way :  the  more  money  you  expend  for  inte^ 
nal  improvements,  the  greater  will  be  the  neces- 
sity for  high  taxes.    Here  was  a  combination  of 
interests  that  would  cun  together  naturollv.  The 
tariff  man  said  that,  if  he  got  the  protection,  he 
was 'satisfied ;  and  the  internal-improvement  nsn 
said  that,  if  he  got  the  money  to  expend,  be  was 
satisfied.     He  had  seen  a  great  deal  of  these  im- 
provements of  rivers,  ana  he  believed  lh»t,  fcr 
all  the  good  that  was  done.  Congress  migbl  SJ 
well  take  the  money  and  throw  it  into  the  river. 
The  money  got  into  the  hands  of  a  few  racn.and 
was  expended  in  a  certain  round  where  it  was  no 
doubt  beneficial  to  that  section,  but  no  penaaMst 
good  had  resulted  from  it. 

Mr.  TIBBATTS  observed  that  it  was  wiii 
great  relucumcc  he  trespassed  on  the  induljtna 
of  the  House  at  ihis  late  hour  of  the  day;  but  he 
had  heard  some  arguments  used,  in  the  couiieof 
this  debate,  which  he  felt  bound  to  reply  to.  He 
could  not  agree  that  the  doctrines  aovancod  br 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Rnirrj 
and  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  [Mr.  Bki.!U| 
were  the  doctrines  of  the  Democratic  pony  on  ih« 
subject  ofinternal  improvements.  He  woiildask 
these  gentlemen  where  they  got  the  authority  (<* 
making  appropriations  to  protect  foreign  con- 
mcrcc,  if  they  did  not  find  it  in  the  same  daose 
which  gave  the  power  to  protect  the  intefa" 
commerce  of  the  Stales?  The  constitution  g»« 
Congress  the  power  to  regulate  commerce  '"i* 
foreign  nntioift,  and  among  the  several  Stales, 
and  with  the  Indian  tribes.  Now,  he  would  slio* 
what  he  believed  to  be  the  doctrines  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic parly  on  the  subject  of  iiiiemal  improft- 
ments.  He  had  ofu-n  been  obliged  to  meet  sudi 
doctrines  on  the  stump  in  Kentucky  as  he  b" 
heard  to-day;  and  he  repudiated  them  as  not  be- 
longing to  the  party.  If  the  Governroenididnot 
possess  the  power  to  improve  rivers  and  harboisi 
to  protect  the  commerce  oiid  the  lives  of  the  «"" 


Digitized  by 


Google — 


1844. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


565 


zens,  it  was  not  worili  a  straw.  Even  while  this 
Bubject  haJ  been  unJer  iltbnto,  a  boat  belonging 
lo  one  of  liis  constituents  had  been  buried  in  the 
Mississippi,  carrying  down  with  it  twenty  or 
thirty  passengers,  and  a  larm  and  valuable  cargo. 
Now,  if  the  Constitution  did  not  authorize  the 
Government  to  provide  against  such  calamities, 
it  did  not  authorize  it  to  protect  the  country 
a*niinst  invasion  or  domestic  violence. 

Ho  would  now  proceed  to  show  what  he  con- 
sidered to  bo  the  doctrines  of  tin;  Democratic 
party,  premising  that,  though  he  did  not  pin  his 
faith  to  any  man's  sleeve,  nor  make  use  of  the 
authority  of  great  names  in  the  absence  of  sound 
and  legitimate  argument,  yet  lie  did  not  rely  so 
wholly  on  his  own  judgment  as  to  .wt  it  up  above 
the  opinions  of  the  sages  and  patriots  of  the 
country.  Mr.  T.  hero  sent  up  to  the  Clerk's 
table,  and  caused  to  be  read  by  him,  several  ex- 
tracts from  the  me.s.'sages  of  PrcHideul3  Madison, 
Monroe,  and  Jackson. 

Mr.  T.  then  said  that  the  system  of  Internal 
improvements  was  commenced  under  the  admin- 
istration of  Mr.  Monroe,  and  was  followed  up  by 
the  administration  of  Mr.  Adams,  and  that  the 
last  named  President  quoted  the  message  of  the 
former  in  support  of  the  system  he  recommended. 
He  would  do  Mr.  Adam-s's  administration  the  jus- 
tice to  say  that  they  did  commence  the  system, 
though  they  carrietl  it  out  to  an  extravagant  ex- 
tent. 

Mr.  T.  then  sent  up  to  the  Speaker  another 
message  of  President  Adam.s,  which  was  read; 
after  which  he  gave  way  lo 

Mr.  SCHliNCK,  on  whose  motion  the  Houac 
adjourned. 

Tlie  following  pciltionK,  prcneHteil  to-day,  vtrt  handed 
to  lliu  ri:porlrr«  l,y  llu*  in(^inhi^r>4  pretteiillin  them: 

By  Mr.  Willi;!!'!',  tif  Nc'w  Jersey:  The  iniinnrlal  of 
John  f,*hailwick  :inil  (jiie  liiinilred  nnil  elslity  (itiiers,  citi- 
zens ii(  Newark,  New  Jersey,  pmte,iilnjtn;{aliii«l  nay  redue- 
Iloii  of  the  exi.-*iiiij:  tarilf.  .Also,  ihe  iieMmirial  of  J.  M. 
Lfndsle}  Btid  fi!>y-lour  oilierji,  eltizenit  of  t>ralige,  R<«cx 
county,  New  Jcr:>i'y,  prute:«tlii]];  a;r<^l>i*t  Hay  reduction  of 
the  exi-itin^  t.irilf  law. 

By  the  Sl-n.MiliK;  The  p-tltlonof  cltizfin  nf  Franklin 
county,  VirglHla,  la  relation  to  po^t  olficen  and  pojt  roads 
in  Uieir  vicinity. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRE3ENTAT1VE.S. 
S.\TunD.iT,  .ijiril  20,  1844. 
Mr.  WEiNTWORTH,  as  soon  as  the  Journal 
had  been  read,  said  he  desired  permis.sion  lo  make 
an  explanation  which  was  personal  to  himself. 
He  hoped  the  uniuiimous  consent  of  the  Houac 
would  be  granted.  [Cries  of  "  Go  on  !")  A  few 
moments  since  a  friend  had  i'alli:d  his  attention  to 
nparagraph  in  the  National  Intelligencer, in  which 
he  was  represented  as  having  u.sed  the  name  of 
God  in  the  most  profane  manner  on  the  lloor  of 
this  House.  Now, as  well  mighttlie  variousgen- 
tlemen  here,  who  have  pronounced  eulogies  on 
their  deceased  friends,  be  accused  of  profanity, 
when,  under  such  circumstaiici's,  they  used  the 
name  of  the  Deity.  It  would  be  recollected  by 
the  House  that,  iii  the  course  of  the  debate  yes- 
terday on  the  bill  for  the  iinproveinent  of  certain 
harbors  and  rivers,  he  made  some  remarks  in  favor 
•  if  the  objects  intended  m  be  provided  for  by  the 
bill;  and  having  received  a  letter  from  a  friend, 
cominunicatiiig  to  him  the  intelligence  that  his 
neighbors  andconstituents,  to  tlie  numberof  from 
forty  to  fifty,  had  met  a  watery  grave  on  the  lake, 
he  confi'sscd  he  spoke  under  con.siderable  excite- 
ment. In  speaking  of  that  ruin  and  devitstation 
which  overspread  the  lake — a  ruin  which  involved 
both  life  and  jtroperty — the  words  *'  my  God" 
did  occur,  in  no  profane,  but  in  a  devout  sense, 
as  a  part  <if  a  sentence,  and  not  as  an  exclamation 
even;  but  tlic  National  Intelligencer  had  repre- 
sented him — and  why  he  coulil  not  conjecture,  as 
Jic  said  nothing  like  it — as  saying,  "  by  Gotl," 
profanely.  He  hoped  no  gentleman  in  this  House 
would  consider  him  capal)le  of  comin"  into  this 
Mouseand  using  profane  language,  antf  especially 
under  such  solemn,  and  to  him  vi;ry  painful  cir- 
cumstances. He  should  despise  himself  if  he  had 
(lone so.  Having  made'  ihi3explanaiion,he  would 
not  detain  the  House  further  than  to  express  the 
hope  that  those  who  had  done  him  the  injustice — 
and  he  had  a  right  to  presume  it  was  uninten- 
tional— of  which  he  complained,  would  now  re- 
trieve their  error  by  giving  publicity  to  hiaexjila- 
nation. 


PAPERS  WITIIDUAWN. 

Mr.  FRENCH  obtained  permission  to  with- 
draw the  papers  of  John  Baker,  asking  for  an 
increase  of  pension,  from  the  files  of  the  House. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  obtained  permission  to  with- 
draw certiiin  papers,  asking  for  a  pension,  from 
the  files  nf  the  House. 

Mr.  McClelland  withdrew  from  the  files 
the  petition  of  William  Champe,  and  the  other 
heirs  of  Sergeant  Major  John  Cliampe,  for  com- 
pen.sation  for  services  performed  during  the  revo- 
lutionary war;  and  ihe  same  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

PAY  OF  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Indiana,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Enrolled  Bills,  reported  a  joint  resolution 
respecting  the  application  of  certain  appropria- 
tions heretofore  made,  and  it  was  signed  by  the 
Speaker. 

AJIENDMKST  TO  THE  CONSTITDTION. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  asked  permission  to  present 
certain  resolutions  from  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Georgia  against  the  proposition  of  the 
Le;rislaturc  of  Massachusetts  for  an  amendment 
to  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  said  he  would  not  object 
on  condition  that  there  would  be  no  debate. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  suggested  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia  to  move  to  lay  the  resolutions 
on  the  table,  and  that  they  be  printed. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  saiit  he  desired  that  they 
should  be  referred  lo  a  select  committee  of  nine, 
and  that  they  be  printed. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  moved  that  they  be  laid  on 
the  table,  and  printed. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  hoped  they  would  be  al- 
lowed to  take  the  course  of  others  of  a  like  char- 
acter. 

The  reading  of  the  resolutions  were  called  for; 
and  they  were  read  accordingly. 

The  SPEAKER  nut  the  ques'tion  on  Mt^.  John- 
son's motion,  wliicn  had  precedence 

Mr.  STEPHENS  called  for  a  division;  and  62 
voted  in  the  affirmative,  and  57  in  the  negative. 

They  were  accordingly  laid  on  the  table,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

PUNISHMKXT  OF  COU.N'TBllFKITERS. 
Mr.  PHQCNIX  desired  permissioik  lo  offer  a 
resolution  directing  the  Judiciary  Committee  lo 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reporting  a  bill  on 
the  subject  of  the  punishment  of  counterfeiters; 
but  objection  was  made,  and  il  wns'not  received. 

KKPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  called  for  the  orders  of  the 
day;  which,  for  the  morning  hour,  was  the  call 
for  reports  from  committees. 

Mr.  VANCE,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Josiah  Dillon,  late 
assistant  tiuartermaster  general;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed. 

Mr.  KING,  of  New  York,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
John  Sands;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted. 

He  also  made  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition 
of  Charles  Stoddard;  and  the  committee  were  dis- 
j  charged  from  the  further  consideralion  thereof. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  fri>m  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  confirm  cer- 
I  lain  private  entries  of  land  in  the  northwestern 
landdistriclof  Mississippi;  which  v.'asread  twice, 
I  and  committed;  and  the  map  accompanying  the 
1  same  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Engrav- 
ing. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McCLELLAND,  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  was  discharged  from 
the  bill  for  a  survey  of  Red  river,  and  it  was  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  slate 
ofthe  Union. 

Mr.  IlERRlCK,from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
AiTairs,  made  an  adverse*  ri'port  on  the  petition  of 
Lewis  C.  Sartori;  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  FlTZPATRICK,from  the  Committee  for 
District  of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  making  ap- 
propriations for  repaying  and  repairing  a  pSrtion 
of  Pennsylvania  avenue;  which  was  read  twi«e. 

Mr.  F.  moved  that  it  be  committed  to  the  Com- 
mittee ofthe  Whole  on  the  stale  ofthe  Union. 

Mr.  McDowell  inquired  how  much  the  bill 
appropriated,  and  was  informed  that  the  sum  was 
§23,000. 


At  the  request  of  several  gentleman  the  bill  wag 
read;  and  it  appeared  that  it  proposed  to  appro- 
priate 828,000  for  the  purpose  designated,  lo  be 
expended  under  ihe  direction  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  who  shall  appoint  a  competent  officer  ofthe 
engineer  corps  to  superintend  the  work.  The  bill 
provides  that  the  portion  of  the  avenue  lying  be- 
tween west  First  street  and  west  Fifteenth  street 
shall  be  repaired  and  repaved  in  three  parallel 
strips;  the  center  strip  to  be  forty  foot  wide,  and 
covered  willi  gravel;  and  the  side  parallel  strips 
lo  be  thirty-four  feet  wide,  and  paved  with  small 
oval  stones  not  larger  than  three  inches  in  diam- 
eter. It  also  appropriates,  for  repairing  and  grav- 
eling Pennsylvania  avenue  from  Seventeelh  street 
to  tlie  bridge  over  Rook  criNk,and  making  proper 
gutters  and  drains  to  carry  oft'  llie  water  i'rom  the 
same,  the  sum  of  $fi,000  ;  and  for  repairing  the 
road  from  the  Capitol  to  the  navy-yard  and  lo  the 
congressional  burying-ground,  g4,()00,  to  be  ex- 
pended under  the  direction  of  the  Commissioner 
of  Public  Buildings;  and  the  whole  to  be  done 
under  contract  obtained  by  published  j^roposals. 

Mr.  PETTIT  remarked  that  the  House  had 
already  decided   this  mailer  in   substance,  and 
therefore  he  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 
.  Mr.  BARNARD  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  BARNARD' then  called  for  the  reading  of 
the  bill. 

Mr.  WELLER  objected,  it  having  been  read 
already. 

Some  remarks  were  made  by  Mr.  BARNARD 
and  Mr.  SUMMERS. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  requested  the  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana  to  withdraw  ihe  motion,  to 
give  him  an  opportunity  to  make  some  remarks. 

Mr.  PETTlT  consented,  on  condition  that  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  would  renew  the  mo- 
lion  when  he  had  finished. 

The  qui-stion  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
it  was  (li:cided  in  the  negative — yeas  74,  nays  83. 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK  then  renewed  his  motion 
to  refer  iho  bill  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  slate  of  the  Union;  which  motion  was 
agreed  to.  • 

M  r.  H  ERRICIC,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  William 
McPherson,"  reported  the  same  without  ainend- 
meiil;  which  bill  was  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  MclLVAINE,  from  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Pensions,  reported  the  following 
bills;  which  were  severally  read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred : 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Anna  Hunter,  widow  of 
Robert  Hunter;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Nancy  Wilson,  widow 
ofCaptain  William  Wilson. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MclLVAINE,  the  same  com- 
mittee was  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
lion of  the  petition  of  Elizabeth  Graves;  and  the 
same  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SMITH,  ■jf  Illinois,  from  the  Committee 
on  Invalid  Pensions,  made  a  report  in  the  case  of 
William  McCauley ,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his 
relief;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and 
referred  to  a  Commillecof  the  Whole  House,  and 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  RUSSELL,  from  the  Commiitee  on  Inva- 
lid Pensions,  made  adverse  reports  upon  the  pe- 
titions of  William  Turney,  Leonard  Swallow,  and 
Samuel  Lusk;  which  wore  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  OWEN,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals,  moved  that  the  committee  be  discharged 
from  the  considiration  of  the  resolution  of  tho 
Hnu.so,  in  plalion  lo  an  appropriation  for  a  sur- 
vey of  a  Macadamized  road  from'tlie  national  roatl 
near  Laurel  Hill  to  the  harbor  of  Erie;  and  also 
from  the  several  neiiiions  upon  that  subject;  and 
that  ihe  .said  reaoliition  and  petitions  be  laid  upon 
the  table. 

After  a  fvv.-  words  from  Mr.  BUFFI NGTON, 
the  committee  was  discharged  from  the  memo- 
rials— 71  voting  ill  the  affirmative,  and  50  in  the 
negative;  and  the  question  recurred  on  laying 
them  on  the  table. 

iMr.  DROMGOOLE  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

"The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and  being 
taken,  resulted— yeas  110,  nays  CG;  as  follows: 

YE.\S— Messr.i.  Abbot,  Andcn^on,  Aikln'^on,  Barrlnitei, 
Dclfor,  Benton,  James  A.  BJiick,  Ulackwell,  Bower,  Bow- 
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lin.  Brcnsli',  Willlnm  J.  Brown,   Bilrku,  Burt,  Cnldwcll, 
Cary,  Carroll,  Catlin,  Uciihen  Clin[iinaii,  Ait^iiitlu.'t    A. 
Cliapmai),  Cliapprll,  (J)fngnian.Cobb,Ciilloin,  Dana,  Dan- 
iel, Kicharil  U.  Davis,  JnluiW.  Davis,  Dflicrry,  Dell.t, Dil- 
lingham, DrnnisonlCMJ)(inran,  Dunlap,  RIU»,  KImur,  Kar- 
^  let',  Frencli,  Willis  Green,  Byrani  Green,  Grider,  Hale, 
'  Ilnralson,  Henley,  Ilerrielt,  Holmes,  Utige,  iJopkins,  Hous- 
.  ton,  Htiliard,  nii;;lies,  Hilni^erfieht,  James  B.  Hunt,  Cave 
Julinson,  Andrew  Johnson,  GeorT»e  VV.  Jones,  Ardrew  Ken- 
■  ncdy,  Laliraneiie,  Leonard,  liiicas,  Lyon,  Mathews,  31c- 
'  C.iu.-^lcn,  Maelay,  McCleliand,  Me(;iernan(l,  McConnell, 
I  McKay,  Joseph  Morris,  Mnriiliy,  Newton,  Norris,  Owen, 
c  Pnnncnter,  Payne.  Emery  U.  Pol(er,Trall,  I'lirdy,  lijilhhnn, 
J)iivld  S.  lleid,  KiBdins,'Relle,  RItlcr,  Hoberta,  Itobinaon, 
vUuftsell,  St.  John,  Senter,  Thonias  H.  Heymour,  .Simons, 
I  Stiup.snn,  Slidell,  Thomas  t^milh.  Robert  Smith,  .Steenrod, 
Stetson,  John  Stewart,  Stiles,  tflrontr.  Sinnmers,  Taylor, 
Tlloni|)son,    VVeller,    Wetitworth,    Wliealon,    Williams, 
Woodward,  William   Wright,    Joseph    A.  Wright,  and 

Yost— no. 

NAY8— Messrs.  Adams,  Baker,  Barnard,  Bidlack,Jainea 
Black,  Brodiiead,  Jereniiali  Brown,  Bntlinslon,  (Miteli, 
Uliiilon,  t-'ollamer,  Cninslon.  J)arrai:li,  Garrett  Davis, 
Piekcy,  Fish,  Florence,  Foot,  GIddings,  (iriiuiell.  Harper, 

;  Hudson,  Wiishin;;ton  Hunt,  Charles  J.  In^ersnll.  Joseph 

I  H.   LlsersoU,    Irvili,  Jenks,   IV'rIey   B.  Johnson,  John  V. 

)  Kennedy,  Daniel  r.  King,  MeMvaine,  Marsli,  Edward  J. 
Morris,  Morse,  Moseley,  Nes,  Patterson,  Flnriiix,  F.lislia 

'  K.  Potter,  Pri:st<m,  Ramsey,  tMinrles  M.  Reed,  Rockwell, 
Rodney,  Rr><;ers,  f^emple,  Albert  ^mith,  John  T.  ^milh, 
Caleb  U.  i^mitli,  Slepliens,  Andrew  .Slmvarl,  Thompson, 
Titden,  Tylt-r,  Vance.  Vaiinieter,  Wethercd,  White,  and 
Winthrop— 68. 

So  they  were  Inid  on  the  tabic. 
Tlie  SPE.\KGK  nnnounccd  tlint  the  morning 
hour  liaU  exjiired. 

POST  OFFICE  AND  NAVAL  BILI>S. 
Mr.  McKAYmovcd  n  suspension  of  tlic  rules, 
for  llie  purpose  of  going  into  tiie  Comniilteeof  the 
Whole  on  the  naval  and  Post  Otiicc  Department 
appropriation  bills. 

Mr.  VANCE  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and 
tliey  weie  oiJered;  and,  being  taken,  resulted — 
yeas  88,  nays  91. 
So  the  rules  were  not  suspended. 

WESTERN  HARBORS  BILL. 
Mr.  VANCE  moved  that  the  House  re.wlve  it- 
self into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  private  bills, 
this  Ix'iii;^  private  bill  day. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  moved  to  suspend  the 
rules,  so  as  to  take  up  ijie  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  improvement  of  certain  western  har- 
bors and  rivers. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  asked  if  the  motion  would 
not  i-eqniie  n  vote  of  two  tliiids? 
The  SPEAKER  replied  in  the  nflirmativc. 
Mr.  McCLERNAND  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays,  which  wcie  oidered;  and  on  taking  the 
queslion,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas 
120,  nays  59;  as  follows: 

VE.\S — Messrs.  Alib*itl,  .Anderson,  Baker.  Barnard,  Ben- 
ton, Bidlaek,  Bower,  Bowlin,  Jacob  BrinkerliotV,  Itrodhead, 
William  J.  Brown,  Jeremiah  Brown,  Bulhriecoii,  Burke, 
.  Caldwell,  Carj-,  Carroll,  Causiii,  Dana,  Garrett  Davts,  Iticli- 
',  Brd  D.  D.ivts,'johu  \V.  Davis,  Dickey,  Dillirigllant,  Doug- 
las, Driiiean,  DuiUap,  Ellis,  Elmer,  Farlee,  I-teklin,  Fish, 
Florence,  Font,   French,  Giddings,  Willis  Grocn,  Byrain 
i  Green, Grinnrll,  Haral.'iou,  Harper,  Hays,  Hcule\,  Hcrrjck, 
'  Ilolnles,  Hoge,  Hughes,  Washington  llunt,Janu-s  B.  Hum, 
[Charles  J.  ln.:t)trsoll,  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll,  Irvin,  Jameson, 
(  Jenks.Cavc  Johnson,  I'erley  B.  Johnson,  Andrew  Kennedy, 
I  John  V.  Kennedy,  I're'slou  King,  Daniel  P.  King,  Leonard, 
[  Lyuii,  Matliew.-,  .Met-iellund,' MeCh-riniud,   iVIeConnell, 
McDowell,  Edward  J.  .'Morris,  Joseph  Morris,  Moseley, 
Murphy,  Owen,   Patterson,   Peyton,    IMlirnl.x,   F.nlery  I). 
L  Potter,  i'reston,  I'urdy,  Ramsey,  Rjuhliun,  Charles  .M.  Iteed, 
I  Reitin?,  Relic,  Robinson,  Rockwell,  Rodney,  Rogers,  lius- 
,  sell,  t^!.  John,  Haiiiple,  f?elienck,  Thomas  H.  Seymour, 
David  L.  Siyniour,  Hlldell,  Albert  Smith,  Thomas Vmllh, 
Caleb  B.  tsmitit,  Rol>eri  Smith,  Sl<-enrod,  Andrew  :^tewjrt, 
.  John  SlcwartjStiles,  Stone,  :5trong,  Hummers,  Thomasson, 
Tibbatts,  Tildcn,  'i'yh-r,  Vannr-ter,  Vinton,  Weller,  Wcnl- 
Wortli,  Wethered,  Wliealon,  Wlillc,  Williams,  WIntlirop, 
M'dliam  Wriglit,  and  Joseph  A.  Wright— 1*1. 

NAVS— .\Lrssrs.  .\dams,  .\she,.\(klnsini,  B;irrin"er,  Bel- 
»cr,  James  Blaek,  James  A,  Black,  Blackwell,  ItriMigle, 
Burt,  Catlin,  U-.-uben  Chapman,  .Atigusius  A.  Cli,-ipmari, 
.  Chapp.'ll,  (.'lullon,  Cllneh.  t.'linlon,  (.*obb,  t'ollanuT, i'ran- 
tton,  L'ulitnn,  Daniel,  Deberry,  Dromgoole,  Fo.-ler,  Grider, 
]lal.\  Hopkins,  Houston.  Hilbbell,  Hudson.  Hnrigerlbrd, 
Andrew  Johnson,  Oeorge  W.  Jones,  Kirkpatriek,  l*a- 
branciie.  Lucas,  Maclay,  Marsh,  .Vl<-llvaine,  .'VleKay, 
Morse,  Newton,  Norrls,  I'ainienter,  Payne,  Elistia  R.  Pot- 
'  ler,  Pratt,  David  S.  Rid,  Rhen,  Kitler,  Joini  T.  Smith, 
Hiephens,  Ta>lor,  Tlium|tson,  Vance,  'Woodward,  ami 
■Vo.-.!— .59. 

So  ihe  nilos  being  «usp(;nded,  the  bill  making 
appropriations  for  certain  liarbois  and  rivers  was 
Uiken  up. 

Mr.  TIUnATTS,  who  had  the  door  from  yes- 
Icrday,  observed  that,  before  he  pi-nceeded  with 
lii.s  remarks,  he  wishi'd  to  notice  and  correct  an 
I  nor  ii:to  which  the  reporter  had  f.illeti  who  gave 
a  sketch  of  his  remarks  in  ycMierday's  Globe.  He 
was  made  in  say  in  that  nporl: 

*'  Even  while  this  snhjeet  had  been  under  debate,  a  boat 
belong.iig  t  J  uD;;  of  l:is  eonslitUi-T.to  had  liccn  turii;d  in  tiju 


Ml!$8isslppi,  carrying  down  with  it  twenty  or  thirty  passen- 
gers, and  a  large  and  valuable  cargo.  Now,  if  the  Consti- 
tution did  not  authorize  tlie  Government  to  provide  against 
such  calamities,  it  did  not  atllhorize  it  to  protect  the  coun- 
try against  invasion  or  domestic  vioience." 

He  wished  to  be  understood  as  saying  that  if 
thisGoverninent  did  not  possess  the  power  to  im- 
prove the  Mississippi  and  Ohio  rivers,  to  save 
the  people  navigating  them  from  such  calamities 
as  were  daily  reaching  their  ears,  and  to  improve 
our  harbors  so  as  to  protect  our  commerce,  such 
a  Government  was  not  worth  having.  He  was 
further  incorrectly  reported  as  saying: 

"  Tliat  the  system  of  interna]  Improvements  was  com- 
ineneed  under  the  ndmlnistrntlfni  of  Mr.  Monroe,  and  was 
followed  up  by  the  administration  of  Mr.  Adams  and  that 
tlic  Inst  named  President  fpiiiled  tlie  message  of  the  former 
in  support  of  the  system  he  rceomniende<l.  He  would  do 
Mr.  Adams *8  ndmlnislrntion  the  Justice  to  say  that  lliey  did 
not  eommenee  the  system,  though  they  carried  It  out  to  an 
extravagant  extent." 

His  remark  was,  that  the  preliminary  steps  for 
a  system  of  internal  improvements  were  taken 
under  the  administration  of  Mr.  Monroe,  by  the 
pas.'iiige  of  the  act  of  .30th  April,  1844,  for  making, 
surveys,  examinations,  <Src. 

He  then  reminded  llio  House  that  he  had  yes- 
teiday  caused  various  extracts  from  Mr.  Madison 
and  otliersto  be  read;  and  he  would  no'.v  proceed 
togivesomeof  the  con  elusions  which  he  had  drawn 
fiom  them.  Fi-om  Mr.  Madison's  works  he  de- 
rived the  conclusions: 

1.  That  Mr.  Madison  believed  that  the  General 
Government  possesses  the  eonslituiional  power 
to  make  appropriations  for  internal  improvements 
of  a  national  ciiarncter,and  that  this  could  best  be 
done  by  national  authority;  and  that  the  General 
Government  ought  to  give  its  attention  to  the  es- 
tablishing of  such  improvements  throughout  the 
country  for  reasons  of  political  economy,  of  pub- 
lic utility,  and  for  the  honor  of  the  Government, 
guided  by  a  wise  and  enlarged  pairioti!:m,and  for 
"the  political  eflecl"  of  these  facilities  of  inlcr- 
coinmunication,  in  bringing  and  binding  together 
Ihe  various  parts  of  our  extended  Confederacy. 

2.  TlialMr.Monroeclassed  "the improvement 
of  the  country  by  roads  and  canals,  proceeding 
always  with  a  constitutional  sanction,"  as  hold- 
ing a  dislingui.shed  jilace  among  other  interests 
of  high  importance  recommended  by  him  to  the 
consideration  of  Congress.  That  Mr.  Monroe 
dimied  that  Congress  had  the  '*  power  to  establish 
turnpikes,  with  gatesnnd  tolls, and  lo  enforce  the 
collection  of  toll.s  by  penalties,"  because  he  con- 
sidered that  this  implied  "a  power  to  adopt  and 
execute  a  complete  system  of  internal  improve- 
ments," which  latter  power  he,  in  his  first  annual 
message,  had  denied  to  have  been  ronforred  by 
the  Cimstitution  upon  Congress.  What  idea  Mr. 
Monroe  attached  to  the  word  "system"  he  does 
not  deiine,  and  has  left  us  to  conjecture;  but  he 
leaves  us  in  no  tloubt  as  to  his  belief  in  the  con- 
stitutional power  of  Congress  lo  make  appropri- 
ations for  the  making  of  roads  and  canals  of  "a 
general,  not  Io;:a! — national,  not  State,  chni'ac- 
ter,"  for  the  purpose  of  uniting  and  bringing  more 
closcjy  together  the  North  with  the  South,  and 
the  East  With  the  West — "  the  jurisdiction  remain- 
ing with  the  States." 

That  preliminary  lo  great  and  lasting  works  of 
|>ubljc  improx'ements,  surveys  of  roads,  examin- 
ations for  the  course  of  canals, and  labors  forthe 
removal  of  obstructions  of  rivers  and  harbors, 
were  commenced  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the 
30tli  of  April,  1824,  under  the  lulministrntion  of 
Mr.  Monroe. 

That  the  administration  of  Mr.  Adams,  in  car- 
rying out  the  objects  of  the  act  of  the  30th  of 
April,  1824,  was  believed  by  the  Democratic  parly 
to  have  broken  down  the  barriers  to  ihe  exercise 
of  the  power  which  had   been  prescribed   by  the 
preceding  Atlminislratu>n,  by  tlie  exercise  of  the 
power  for  objects  of  loc;il,  nol  general — State,  and 
not  national — character;  and  by  .a course  of  legis-  | 
lation   calculated    lo  continue  and    increase   the  | 
public  debt,  or  make  ailditional  ta.xnlion  neces-  | 
sary;and  to  draw  the  country  into  n  corrupt  and  ; 
corrupting  system  of  wild  and  extravagant  e.\- i 
pondiliirc;  which  was  arrested  by  President  Jack- 
son bif  his  celebrated  Maysville  road  and  Wabash 
vetoes,  and  the  exercise  of  the  power  by  Con-  \ 
gress,  again  brought  buck  lo  the  limits  laid  down  i 
by  Mr.  Alonroe,  ;»3  prescribed   bv  the  Constilu-  I 
lion,  and  iheexerci-seof  that  constitutional  power 
confined  by  landmarks  within  a  reasonable,  pru-  I 
deiitial  expenditure  of  the  public  moneys.  I 


We  find  the  principles  laid  down  byPreiidenl 
Jackson  to  be, that — 

1.  Congress  has  no  power  lo  make  imertitl 
improvements  within  the  limits  of  aSuueatnim- 
ing  the  right  of  territorial  jurisdiction;  nor 

2.  Ofnppropriatingmoney  in  aid  of  such  works 
local  in  their  character,  when  carried  on  bva  Stole 
or  by  a  company,  in  virtue  of  Slate  authority, 
the  State  retaining  the  jurisdiction;  but 

3.  Thot  Congress  possesses  the  constitutional 
power  to  apnropriate  money  for  "  improvementi 
of  n  particular  class,  namely:  for  light-houiws, 
beacons,  buoys,  public  piers,  and  for  the  rcmoril 
of  sand-bars,  sawyers,  and  other  temporary  and 
partial  impcdimenis  in  our  navigable  rivcnami 
linrbors." 

Such  were  the  principles  Inid  down  by  Presi- 
dent  Jackson,  the  great  leader  of  the  Dcmocnitk 
party;  here  he  fixed  his  slakes;  here  he  presfrlbtd 
his  landmarks  of  the  eonslituiional  power  of  Con- 
gress; here  he  fixed  his  standard,  and  unfoM 
his  banner;  and  on  this  issue  he  sinked  hit  politi- 
cal existence.  The  Democracy  of  the  lanil  rallied 
to  his  support;  around  these  principles  the  bnllle 
was  fought,  and  the  country  sustained  him  bran 
overwhelming  majority.  Such,  then,  were nxij 
to  be  the  principles  of  ihe  Democraiic  party, and 
with  them  the  action  of  the  Government  hiu  con- 
formed ever  since. 

The  Maysville  veto  was  upon  a  question  of 
constitutional  power.  In  the  Wabash  veto,  ifat 
constitutional  power  as  to  the  particular  imyiroie- 
ment  was  conceded,  but  the  ineusure  veioeil  on 
the  score  of  expediency,  and  cxpediciicv  only. 
The  Illinois  is  in  the  same  category.  Idoitot 
doubt  in  the  least  degree  the  eonslituiional  |)ower 
of  Congress  to  make  nppropriairons  for  tlic  im- 
provement of  its  navigation.  1  do  nol  doubt ihal 
such  an  improvement  is  of  a  national  character, 
and  of  national  imporlnnce,  and  will  find  nodifi- 
culty  in  voting  for  the  bill  with  the  lUinoiiriTtr 
in  or  out  of  it. 

He  then  appealed  to  severni  gentlemen  ttnthii 
floor  to  permit  this  bill  lo  pass,  by  wilhdreiinj 
their  projects,  which  could  not  be  carried, but 
which  obstructed  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  CULLOM  next  obtained  the  floor,  ud, 
nfier  .some  introdvctory  remarks,  prtweeded  lo 
remark  on  thcextraordinary  appropriations whiek 
this  bill  proposed  lo  make,  amounting,  as  they 
did,  to  near  a  million  dollars — uppniprialiom 
which  he  held  to  be  both  inexpedient  and  unron- 
slilulional.  He  replied  briefly  to  some  posiiioM 
assumed  by  one  of  the  gentlemen  from  Maryland, 
[Mr.  BaEJiCLr,]  and  then  exniriined  thai  cUuM 
of  the  Constiiulion  under  which  it  was  assumed 
that  Congress  possessed  the  power  to  make  llieae 
approprintions. 

Mr.  C.  continued  his  argument,  denying  that 
there  was  any  gi-ant  of  power  lo  make  internal 
improvements.  Bui  it  was  said  that  the  poirer 
to  make  these  inlernal  improvements  arise  outof 
that  provision  in  the  consiiiiilion  which  fare  lo 
Ccuigress  power  lo  regulate  comme'rce  with  wr- 
cign  nations,  and  between  the  Stales,  and  witli 
the  Indian  tribes.  Now,  what  did  the  pt'opleof 
the  States,  in  making  this  grant  of  power,ini™d! 
They  intended  lo  part  with  the  power  lomake 
negotiations  with  foreign  nations  mi  the  subjeci 
of  commerce;  and  they  intended  lo  jvart  wiihUn 
power  to  pass  laws  prescribing  ihe  rules  for  car- 
rying on  commerce  lietween  the  Slates  and  »ilB 
the  Indian  tribes.  They  intended  to  gi«c  iliij 
power  to  the  Government,  but  nol  the  power  t» 
make  harbors  or  clear  out  rivers,  any  inone  ihM 
to  build  ships,  steamboats,  or  any  other  tehicW 
in  which  commerce  is  to  be  carried.  Tliemein- 
ing  of  the  worda  "  to  regulate  commerce,"  »»• 
not  to  provide  the  means  of  carrying  «n  com- 
merce, bnl  to  make  rules  nnd  regulations  pre- 
scribing the  manner  of  carrying  it  on  with  ferei?" 
nalions,  between  the  Stales,  nnd  with  the  Indnii 
Iribes.  He  clinllenge-l  ihe  friends  of  ihi»  nif«- 
urc  to  meet  the  question  fairly.  He  challeiise« 
them  to  show  ih"ai  the  cl.ause  in  the  tonsiit""'"' 
he  had  referred  to  meant  anything  more  dian  » 
make  the  rules  for  carrying  on  commerce.  He 
had  heard  no  gentleman  who  was  in  lavor  ^ 
these  improvements,  lake  up  this  consuiniioiial 
queslion,  nnd  argue  it  upon  principle.  On  w 
contrary,  failing  in  nrgiiinoni,  they  ri'sortcd  i* 
precedcnis,  which  was  tacitly •  confessin;  "'- 
wcakne.MB  of  their  cause.  He  was  opposiJj" 
the  exercise  of  these  vagrant  powers,  that  swix* 
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tn  be  L'vorywiierc  in  the  Coiistilulioii,  and  yet  to 
linvT  no  liic.iiion. 

Mr.  DAiS'lEL  observed  llint  lie  did  not  rrgret 
tlinl  lliis  (Ii.IkUi'  Imil  sprmi;;  up,  but  he  njrctlrd 
'  tlial  there  should  I'xisi  in  ihc  parly  to  which  ho 
belonged  ii  div<  isiiy  of  opinion  not  only  on  iliis 
subject  of  ini'-rnul  im|irt)v.  menis,  hut  on  the  sub- 
ject of  u  protective  liirilf.  In  tills  diversity  of 
apinion,  lie  s:nv  Ihe  elenieiils  of  wenkiK'ss  in  his 
piirly.  No  man  of  oliservaiioi;  eould  fail  to  per- 
ceive this  fact.  We  iRive  been  laiintid  by  gen- 
tlemen of  the  opposite  pnviy,  wiili  the  opinions 
of  some  of  our  frii-nds  on  .Mith  these  (piestions; 
but  he  would  say  to  tli'Mii  timl  thiy  initjlu  take 
that  man  of  the  Democratic  parly  who  went  the 
furthest  for  a  protective  tariff  and  for  internal 
iinprovi'iuents,  and  he  was  infinitely  safer  than 
llic  party  to  which  he  was  opposed.  Neverthe- 
less, ho  regretted  this  diversity  of  opinion,  as  he 
had  before  remarked,  because  he  viewed  in  it  the 
elements  of  the  weakness  of  the  party. 

He  went  on  to  deny  that  Mr.  Jeflerson  sanc- 
tioned the  doctrines  in  whose  support  gentlemen 
had  used  his  iiami:,  and  he  supported  his  po- 
sition by  a  reference  to  the  acts  of  that  distin- 
guished man.  Mr.  Madison  had  also  been  nji- 
pcaled  to;  but  neither  did  lie  sanction  those 
doctrines;  and  when  Mr.  Monroe  came  iniu 
power,  he  took  unqunlified  ground  n^fainst  tlie 
doctrine  uf  internal  improvements.  He  alluded 
to  the  diversity  of  opinion  which  hod  been  niant- 
fesled  at  various  periods  by  distiiig.iished  nu-n  in 
the  discussion  of  this  question,  borne  had  Inld 
that  the  power  existed  under  the  clause  which 
enabled  Congress  to  regulate  comnnMcc;  and 
others,  equally  as  distinguished,  had  held  the 
contrary. 

He  quoted  the  opinions  of  Mr.  Monroe,  of 
Chief  Jusiice  Marshall,  and  Chancellor  Kent,  to 
show  thut  they  sustaiiu'd  the  latter  conclusion; 
and  remarked  that  it  surely  could  nut  have  been 
intended,  under  the  provision  to  regulate  com- 
merce with  foreign  nations  and  the  Indian  tribes, 
that  this  Government  could  cut  a  road.  If  such 
on  interpretation  was  legitiinatr.  why  mi^ht  they 
not  also  build  ships  and  man  fleets  under  the  same 
provision  for  the  same  purpose?  He  discussed, 
at  some  length,  tin;  power  of  Con^r'-ss  over  such 
subjects,  and  the  expediency  or  iinxpedieney  of 
exercising  that  power.  I'reeedent  had  been  ap- 
pealed to;  but  nothing  couW  be  .settled  by  such 
nuiliority  ;  and  if  this  system  had  been  carried 
out,  as  It  was  nruposed  when  Gemral  Jackson 
arrested  it  by  his  virto,  lliere  would  have  been 
soon  a  debt  hanging  over  tliis  eonntry  but  little 
short  of  the  amount  of  that  v.'hicli  liunj  over  the 
people  of  Great  liritain.  He  reeaiuuilated  the 
many  extensive  roads  that  were  projected  at  that 
time — .schemes  which  would  have  cost  this  coun- 
try from  one  to  two  hundred  million  dollars  to 
accomplish — which  were  happily  a  rreslid  byGiii- 
CTa\  Jackson;  and  entered  into  some  further 
remarks  on  the  powers  of  tlic  General  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  HOLMES  asked  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  to  tell  him  where  was  the  power 
of  any  State  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the 
Alissis.'fippi  .^ 

Mr.  UANIEL  answered  that  all  he  could  say 
was,  that  the  Stales,  if  t'Ver  they  possessed  the 
power,  liad  never  parted  with  it  to  the  General 
Government.  There  w.ts  n  clause  in  the  Consti- 
ttilion  declaring  that  all  the  ]iowi;rs  not  granted 
to  the  Fede-ral  Governinent  were  reservnl  to  the 
Similes  and  the  people  theretif;  Sf)  that  if  tliey  ever 
liad  the  power,  they  retaiiu'd  it  still.  l!ut  he  de- 
nied the  doctrine  of  the  gentleman  that  the  States 
liad  no  power  to  improve  the  rivers  bordering  on 
them.  Suppose  the  Constitutitui  never  had  been 
formed:  would  not  the  Slaii  s  lying  on  the  Mis- 
sissippi and  Ohio,  by  mutual  agreeuie'ni,  have 
the  power  to  improve  them?  Now,  having  that 
power,  and  not  having  yielded  it  to  the  Govern- 
ment, could  they  tiot  now  exercise  it  ?  He  thought 
it  would  bo  intiiiitely  better  for  the  States  to  im- 
prove their  iijivigiible  rivers, at  iheirownexpense, 
than  that  it  should  be  dune  by  the  General  Gov- 
ernment. 

Mr.  HOLMES  would  ask  the  gentleman  if  the 
8tati.-a  had  the  power  to  improve  the  Ohio  and 
Mississippi  rivers  without  the  consent  of  Con- 
[grcss. 

Mr.  DANIEL  said  they  fould  do  it  with  the 


consent  of  Congn^as,  and  Congress  never  would 
withhold  its  consent. 

Mr.  HOLMES  then  said,  that  brings  us  back 
to  the  General  Government  afVr  all,  as  the  only 
power  that  can  niaK'c  these  improviniients. 

Mr.  DANIEL  said  that,  in  his  opinion,  it 
would  be  infinitely  better  fin'  the  States  to  make 
these  improvinienis  than  for  them  IT)  be  made  by 
the  General  Government.  The  money,  under 
State  authority,  would  be  more  economieally  e.v- 
pended,  a  more  judicious  system  of  imnrovement 
would  be  adopted,  and  there  wouhl  less  waste 
and  r'Xtravagance  in  consi-qiieneo  of  there  being 
a  greater  accountability.  Besides,  it  would  be 
cheaper  to  the  States,  in  tin*  end;  for  this  internal 
improveipent  system  must  be  kept  up  by  high 
tasi  s;  and  the  Stales  for  whose  benefit  appro- 
priations for  internal  improvements  were  made, 
would  not  get  as  much  as  they  would  have  lo  pay 
in  tife  taxation  consequent  upiui  the  syslem.  Ho 
had  hoped  that  the  Democmtic  party,  when  they 
got  into  power,  would  have  resisted  all  attenifits 
to  revive  this  unconstitutional  system;  but  if  the 
doctrines  he  heartl  here  wiyc  to  prevail,  he  feared 
that  the  people  would  say  that  they  too  were  un- 
faithful to  their  professions. 

Mr.  McDowell  said  that  he  felt  a  great  dis- 

fiosition  to  answer  soijie  of  the  arguments  that 
lad  been  made  against  internal  improvements; 
but  being  more  anxious  to  progress  with  the 
business  of  the  House,  and  get  a  decision  on  the 
bill  before  them,  he  would  inov.;  the  previous 
question,  and  entreated  the  friends  of  the  measure 
to  support  Irm  in  it. 

Mr.  WOODWARD  asked  the  gentleman  to 
withdraw  the  call  for  the  previous  question,  lo 
enable  him  tn  make  some  remarks. 

Mr.  McDowell  declined,  sajyng  he  was  as 
anxious  to  speak  as  the  gentleman  hini.self  could 
bi.';  but  he  felt  it  neccs.snry  to  coiue  to  a  decision 
on  the  question. 

The  previous  question  liKving  been  seconded — 
ayis  SJ,  noes  40 — and  the  mian  qiic.'<tion  ordered. 

The  SPEAKEU  stated  the  main  question  to  be 
on  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
Duncan]  to  strike  out  the  npprnprinlion  fur  the 
Illinois  river. 

The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered,  the 
main  question  was  taken;  and  decided  in  the 
allirniaiive — yeaa.n8,  nays  49. 

The  ipestion  then  recurred  on  the  cngrosument 
of  the  bill. 

Mr.  STEWART  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  they  were  ordiMed;  and  resulted — yens  HO, 
nays  75;  ns  follows: 

VEAS— .Mes.«r.*.  Atilifit,  Aitniii*,  A)«Iie.  Itaker,  nariianl, 
Ifowcr,  liuivliii.  Jncnti  Itraikcrlioir,  Milton  Hrown,  Wil- 
liam J.  flfi'wa,  JerciuiHli  nri>wit,  Cirey,  ('arrnll,  C.tiuin, 
t'llillua,  l.'liiicli,  Colljimer,  rran«ton,(/riis!»,  Darra'^li,  Itieli- 
ard  D.  finvis,  Diekey,  Uoa^i.-et,  Oinieiiii,  l^llh,  t-«lninr.  Visby 
f-'loreiice,  Fiiot,  F<>-ler,  French,  Giddingii,  ftyrain  Green, 
(l;'iinii:II,  [lardin,  Ilnrpor,  ll:iy.-«,  fl(*liley,'llii;;e,  llulilicll, 
tluilsoa,  Wiu^liiiiutna  lluiit,  Jniiii::t  li.  Ilinu,  Cliarle^  J.  In- 
IJiTsoll,  Joxp'i  It.  !ii;,'or^nll,  Irvla,  Jnnii*H(iii,  Jeiik--*,  IV-rley 
11.  Jdtirii'n:!.  Andrew  fCeiiiiL-dy,  JnSni  1'.  I{enni:dy,  Daiiict 
1*.  lilnjt,  l..:il»Mine!ii',  f.cnnard,  Ijyon,  Mnrsit,  Matliewi*, 
Mci;au.-.|n,.McCiill.ind,.McDowill,  Mcllvnine,  Edward  J. 
^iltirri^,  Jo.H-iili  M<irrls,  Mor.s<*.  .Mi)s(;l«-'y,  i\e^,  I'atterrion, 
IVtit,  f'cytiin,  Plui'iiix.  Fli.-lia  it.  Potter,  liiaery  l».  I^olter, 
I'rntt,  I'restini,  lUirdy,  C'lmrle:*.^!.  Itecd,  llclfo,  ltnliin;<«>n, 
Iloekwell.  Rodney,  Uos.-^r.-,  ItU:»»cll,  ?it.  Joliii,  Hnnipte, 
SclieMiek,rfeiiIer,  Uuvld  Ij.Scyniotir,  SI idell,  All>':rt  Smith, 
'f'luniias  t^iiutli,  C.-ileli  U.  Sniitll,  Hteeiirod,  8t>'|tlleiiti,  :^tet- 
ton,  .'^tewarl,  .Sironii,Siniuiicr;«, 'l'hoiiia»s<iti,'l'iiib.'at-',  'i"il- 
den, Tyler,  Vuiiec,  Vunnielcr,  Vinton,  Welter.  Wenttvortll, 
Welliercd,  White,  Winilirop,  and  Willinin  Wrisiht — 110. 

NAYS— ^I.Ji^srri.  Ander^<ni,  ;\lkinson,  nnrriii^er,  fjel.ser, 
[teiitoa,  ilidlack,  Jnnies  Itlac-k,  Jiinied  A.  Bliick,  floyd, 
ilrenttle,  Iturke,  iturl.  t'aldwell,  Catlin,  neiihen  Clia[iaiaa, 
.\il^ii>tu:  A.  Cliuimnn,  Cleippelt,  t'linsni:ei.Ct>bb.  t'oles, 
t'nil'ini.  l):ina,  Datnel,  John  W.  Davl.".  Delr.Try,'  Droiii- 
conle,  Furlee,  Ficklin.  Hale,  llaaimett,  lliiralson,  llerrick, 
llnlnic!*,  Hopkins,  lloii-ton,  lhil>;ird,  IIuL'll(--^,  Ifnniteriord, 
t'ave  Joltn^oii,  Andrew  JolnisoiijtJeorKe  W.  Jonm.Pre.-lon 
Kim;,  Kirkpalriek,  IjPWix,  Luea.-<,  niaelay,  Mel'lernnnd, 
iMrCniiiiell,  Melvay,  Newton,  N'orrls,  Owen,  rnrnienter, 
Payne,  Kalliknn,  David  S.  lleid,  Uedini.',  Uhelt,  Itiuer,  Rnli. 
erl.'*,  'i'lioaiiui  II.  :^eyaiour,  Siiana^,  Simpson,  Jnhn  'f. 
.Sniilli,  Uitliert  Smith,  Jnhn  Stewart,  Slilea,  Stone, Taylor, 
'J'liunip.>on.  Wheitnn,  Wlllinins,  Woodward,  Jo:*epU  A. 
Wriijiil,  and  Yo*t — ".'». 

Some  conversation  llien  ensued  as  to  the  con- 
dition of  the  bill. 

The  SPEAKER  said  Ihe  bill  was  not  en- 
grossed. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  then  rcmarkid  that  all 
debate  was  out  oforder  under  these  circumstances; 
and  if  the  bill  was  lo  be  taken  up  on  its  third 
reading,  he  should  require  its  entire  reading  ac- 
cording to  the  rules. 


Mr.  WHITE  moved  a  stLspension  of  llic  rules 
which  required  its  engrossment, so  that  llic  House 
might  go  on  \itilh  its  third  reading  now. 

Som<;  further  conversation  ensued. 

The  SPE  A  FvEll  said  if  there  w.as  no  objection, 
Ihe  question  would  be  put,  "  When  shall  this  bill 
be  read  a  third  timer" 

Various  obiections  were  made. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  said,  the  bill  not  Jiaving 
been  engrossed,  it  was  not  in  possession  of  tho 
House. 

Mr.  WHITE  moved  that  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended which  required  the  engrossment  of  tho 
bill  before  reniliiii  it  llie  thii'd  lime. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  motion  was  not 
in  order. 

Some  brief  conversation  on  the  point  of  order 
ensaed,  in  which  Messrs.  WHITE,  DROM- 
GOOLE, H0PKINS,aiid  DUNCAN,  took  part; 
when 

Mr.  SCHENCK  moved  that  the  House  do  now 
adjourn. 

Mr.  BRINKERHOFF  called  for  the  yens  and 
nays. 

The  yens  and  nays  were  ordered;  and  being 
taken,  resulted — yins  07,  nays  IIG. 

So  the  House  refused  tn  adjourn. 

The  bill  having  been  read  the  third  lime, 

Mr.  Tini3ATTS  moved  the  previous  question 
on  its  passage;  which  was  sustained  by  the 
House. 

The  quesliiui  then  recurred  on  the  pns.«agc  pf 
the  bill. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  moved  to  be  excused 
from  voriiig  on  the  p.assage  of  tho  bill,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  say  that  he  regarded  the  bill  as  contain- 
ing many  objectionable  features.  He  had  dili- 
gently sought,  for  .several  days,  to  avail  himself 
of  an  opportunity  lo  amend  the  bill,  so  as  to  relievo 
it  from  some  of  the  objections  which  had  been 
urged  against  il,  but  without  success.  He  had 
expressed  his  views  upon  llit;  subject  some  weeks 
since, when  itwasin  tiieCoinmiltee  ofthe  Whole, 
and  had  ihen  sou'.'ht  to  equalize  the  appropri- 
ations contemplated  by  the  hill,  according  to  tho 
importance  of  the  ol»)ecls  for  which  they  were 
inteiuled;  and  at  that  time  the  appropriation  for 
Ihe  improvement  of  the  lower  Ohio,  the  Missis- 
sijipi,  and  some  other  rivers,  had  been  increased 
from  §180,000  to  {,2-J3,000,  so  as  to  equalize  the 
npprojiriation  with  the  amounts  which  had  been 
iigreeu  upon  fir  the  upper  Ohio  and  the  laki' har- 
bors. Willi  this  aniendmenl,  the  bill  would  have 
been  lessobjeclionable;  bul,  although  agreed  upon 
in  the  Commillee  oft  he  Whole,  it  had  been  stricken 
out  in  the  Hou.-<e,  wl.ih'  the  amounts  for  the  upper 
Ohio  and  the  lake  harbors  had  been  retained.  The 
bijl  as  it  now  stood  was  objectionable;  first,  bc- 
cau.sc  it  imbodied,  in  a  confused  mass,  various 
distinct  and  independent  objects  of  appropriation ; 
and,  secondly,  because  the  appropriations  for 
these  objects  were  unequal  and  unfair,  because 
ithey  were  not  measured  bj  any  regard  for  tlio 
public  interests. 

A  glance  at  the  provisions  of  the  bill  would 
show  this  lo  be  so.  The  bill,  in  tho  first  case, 
eclting  (Mil  with  an  appropriation  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  Wisterii  rivers,  commencing  al  the 
Giilf  of  Mexico,  and  embracing  the  Mississippi, 
Ohio,  Mi.ssouri.and  Arkan.sas,  transfers  its  oper- 
ation, by  a  single  leap,  to  the  theater  of  thtt  north- 
ern lakes,  and  makes  largi'ftppropriatioiis  for  iho 
harbors  on  these  lakes,  including  some  twenty 
or  thirty  in  number,  located  at  short  inlervala 
from  Milwaukee,  in  Wisconsin,  to  Burlington,  in 
the  State  of  Vermont. 

Now,  this  vi-as  u»wise,  if  not  wrong.  The 
rivers  should  be  pirniitied  tn  stand  upon  their 
own  merits,  and  stj  also  the  lakes.  They  should 
not  be  made  dependent  upon  each  other.  The 
appropriations  for  them  slinuld  not  be  placed  in 
such  a  relation  that  either  both  must  succeed  or 
both  fall.  There  were  ihose  who  thought  that  a 
class  of  the  rivers  of  the  West  was  entitled  to  the 
aid  of  this  Government,  but  who  were  opposed 
lo  apprnjiriating  its  revenues  for  the  construction 
of  harbors  on  the  lakes,  and  e  coiu^erso.  Gentle- 
men were  advised  of  this  by  the  remarks  made  by 
the  gentleman  from  iSoulh  Carolina  [Mr.  RiikttJ 
the  otl\er  day,  and  other  gentlemen  who  spuke  to 
Ihe  bill.  Why,  then,  persist  in  continuing  a 
forced  and  unnatural  connection  between  the  two 
measures?     Was  it  not  better  that  they  should 
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be  separated,  and  thus  be  permitted  to  stand  or 
fall,  according  to  their  several  mcrita,  than  to  be 
continued  in  illicit  connection?  It  had  already 
been  charged  by  several  gentlemen  that  the  union 
of  the  two  measures  is  the  result  of  bargaining 
Olid  log-rolimi; ;  that  il  was  not  only  the  purpose 

t  to  carry  this  bill  in  this  way,  but  also  an  eastern 
harbor  bill  in  the  snnie  way.  I  speak  plainly — 
that  an  eastern  and  western  bill,  appropriating, 
in  the  aggrcMte,  k  ■me  two  million  dollars,  were 
to  be  carried  through  this  House,  not  from  a  re- 
gard to  the  interests  of  the  country,  but  by  the 
force  of  bargain  between  the  peculiar  friends  of 
botli.  For  one,  Mr.  McC.  denied  that  he  was  in 
any  wise  cognizant  ora  par^y  to  .such  a  contract. 
It  would  be  better  that  no  appropriations  should 
bo  made  at  all  than  that  the  revenues  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, coming  from  the  sweat  of  the  toiling 
multitude,  should  be  thus  seized  upon  and  dis- 
tributed as  the  spoil  of  conquest.  The  corrupting 
influence  of  such  a  system  of  legislation  would 
be  fatal  to  the  purity  of  this  body,  and  ultimately 
to  the  liberties  of  the  people.  It  would  not  even 
find  an  apology  in  any  partial  benefits  that  might 
result  from  it. 

He  could  not  believe  that  such  was  the  case, 
yet  such  an  apprehension  seemed  to  be  enter- 
tained; and  that  was  enough  of  itself  to  show  the 
importance  of  separating  the  appropriations  for 
the  rivers  and  lakes  from  each  other.  It  was  all 
important  that  the  legislation  of  this  body  should 
be  vindicated  from  such  injurious  imputations. 
Otherwise,  unsustaincd  by  the  confidence  of  the 
people,  it  would  challenge  .resistance,  rathcrthan 
command  obedience. 

The  truth  of  the  last  objection  which  he  had 
mentioned  was  manifest.  The  appropriations  con- 
templated by  the  bill  Wi-re  not  only  unequal,  but 
they  were  unfair  and  unjust,  whi'ii  compared  with 
the  objects  for  whieli  iliey  were  intended. 

The  sum  of  5100,(100  was  to  be  appropriated 
for  the  improvement  of  the  Ohio  from  Pitlsbur» 
to  Louisville — a  distance  of  some  five  hundred 

.  miles — whilst  the  lower  Ohio,  the  Mississippi,  the 
Aliasouri,and  the  Arkansa.s — t-mbracingan  aggrc- 

,  gate  navigation  of  at  leiuit  seven  thoiLsand  miles — 

.  were  cut  olT  with  the  insignificant  pittance  of 
|180,U00     The  result  shows  that,  whilst  the  ap- 

.  jiroprialion  for  the  upper  Ohio  was  equal  to  ^0,000 
for  each  oni;  hundred  miles,  that  for  the  lower 
Ohio,  the  Mississippi,  the  Missouri,  and  the  Ark- 
ansas, inclusive,  is  but  (3,300  for  the  same  dis- 
tances. 

Again:  from  further  examination,  it  would  lie 
found  that  the  sum  proposed  for  the  harbors  on 
the   lakes  is  still   more  disproportionate.     It  is 

'.^50,001);  and,  in  many  e.xses,  the  approjiriations 
are  for  harbors  of  no  utility  whatever.  Some  of 
them,  he  believed,  were  never  heard  of  except  as 
objects  of  public  c.vpendilure.  There  was  no  rea- 
son for  this  inequaliiy  of  appropriation.  The 
■waters  of  the  lower  Ohio,  and  llie  other.streams 
which  had  been  thus  foil,  as  a  step-child,  with 
crust,  washed  a  double  coast  of  some  fourteen 
thousand  miles  in  extent,  and  floated  a  commerce 
of  untold  value  to  the  country  and  to  the  world, 
"while  their  navigation  was  intVsted  v.'ith  the  most 
serious  dangirsto  life  and  properly.  He  sup)>osed 
lie  would  not  be  far  from  the  true  mark  wlien  he 
said  ihat  the  interests  involved  in  the  navigation 
of  the  western  rivers  were  twice  the  value  of  those 
involved  in  the  navigation  of  the  lakes;  and  that 
the  lo.^ses  upon  the  former,  in  consequence  of 
unsafe  navigation,  had  occurred  in  a  still  greater 
j>ro|>ortion. 

To  acquiesce,  therefore,  in  such  a  bill,  would 
lie  like  si.'llinghis  birthright  l^- a  mess  of  pottage. 
He  could  not,  and  he  would  not,  thus  consent  to 
compromise  the  rights  of  his  constituents,  vAw 
vere  infinitely  more  ir.lerested*in  the  navigation 

'  of  the  lower  Ohio  and  Mississippi  than  they  were 
in  the  upper  Ohio. 

This  bill,  if  it  .should  become  a  law,  would 
subject  the  country  to  taxation  to  the  amount  it 
Ojiprojiriates;  and  the  people  of  Illinois  would 
have  to  contribute  their  proportion  of  ihe  amount. 
They  would  have  to  contribute  their  proportion  of 
near  a  million  dollars,  whilst  their  share  of  the  sum 
to  be  distributed  would  bi:  a  mere  trifle — a  mere 
pittance.  It  was  strange  that  so  invidious  a  dis- 
rrimination  should  be  in;ide  in  favor  of  the  Ohio 
above  Louisville,  when  there  were  the  Wabash, 
Ihe  Tennessee,  ciid  the  Cumberland,  with  their 


rich  freights,  discharging  themselves  into  the 
Ohio  below.  For  these  reasons,  (not  to  say  any- 
thing of  the  objections  which  had  been  urged 
against  the  bill  on  constitutional  grounds,)  he 
could  not  vote  for  it,  but  felt  himself  compelled 
to  vote  against  it. 

The  SPE.A.KER  replied  that  the  gentleman 
might  make  a  brief  statement  of  his  reasons;  but 
the  limit  to  which  he  must  confine  hiinaelf  was 
very  narrow. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  then  proceeded  to  give 
some  reasons,  amidst  numerous  calls  to  order. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  taken  on  the 
passage  of  the  bill — yeas  108,  nays  72;  as  follo^vs: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Ahbntt,  .\(lruns,  Baker,  Barimril.  Bower, 
Bnvvlin,  Jacob  Brlnkertioir,  W'lllintn  J.  Ilrovvn,  Jtrrt-iiiiali 
nrowii,  nullirigtoii,  JiTfiiiinli  E.  Cary,  Curroll.  Chiltnii, 
CItncli,  ('Union,  Collntner.  C'raii^IotK  ilarr.iRli.  Itichiird  1>. 
Davis,  Dickey,  Doufilat*,  Duncan,  Eitie^,  Elmer,  (■'ihli,  Flor- 
eiicc,  Foot,  Foster,  I'rcntrli,  GiddisRi:,  WiHis  (ireen,  By- 
ram  Green,  Grtnnrll,  llardiu,  Harper,  Hays,  Henley,  HoflC, 
Jlnltbell,  Hudson,  Wa-iliinglini  Hunt,  Jainri*  B.  Hnnt,  Jo- 
sepli  R.  lnser:ioll,  Irvin,  Jameson,  JeiikH,  Perlcy  B.  Jnhn- 
xnn,  Andrew  Kennedy,  John  I*.  Kennedy,  PresUni  Kinjt, 
Daniel  V,  Klii^,  Laltranelie,  Leonard,  Lynn,  Marsh,  Ma- 
Ihewrf,  Met'au^len,  McClelland,  McDowell,  Mcllvaine, 
Edward  J.  Morris,  Joseph  Morris,  Morse,  Moseley,  Nes, 
Pntterson,  Pelllt,  Phn-nlx,  Ellslia  It.  Poller,  Emery  D.  Pol- 
ler. Prall,  Preslon,  Piirdy,  Itainsey.  ('harlcs  M.  Kced,  Rclfe, 
RoDinson,  Rockwell,  Itodncy,  Rogers,  St.  John,  Sample, 
Schenck,  David  L.  Seymoiir,'riiinoris,81idi-ll,  Albert  Smith, 
Thomas  SnilUi,<.'aleh  B.  Smith,  SlceimHl.  Slephens,  Slet- 
son,  .Andrew  Stewart,  Slroii!;,  Silnuners,Thoiiiassoi),Tlb- 
batls,  Tilden,  Tylei,  Vance,  Vannicter,  Vinton,  Welter, 
Weulwortll,  U'etliered,  White,  WintJlrop,  and  William 
Wricht— 108. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Atkinson,  Barrin;;er,  Benton, 
Bidlack,  James  Black,  JaiHes  .\.  Bl,ick,  Boyd,  Brt>ngle, 
Hroilhcad,  Btirke,  Burt,  Caldwell,  (Ratlin,  Reuben  Chap- 
man, Augustus  A.  Chapman,  Clinppcll,  Clinsman,  Cobb, 
Coles,  Cro?«,  Culloin,  Dana,  Daniel,  John  W.  Davis,  Do- 
herry,  Drilet,  Dromgoolc,  Fnrloe,  Ficklin,  Hale,  Ifamniett, 
Hariitsuii,  Hcrrick,  Hopkins,  Houston,  tlul>ard,  Hunger- 
ford,  0.  Johnson,  ^ndrew  Johnson,  George  W.  Jones,  Kirk- 
patrick,  Lewis,  Lucas,  Maclay,  Mct^'lernaiid,  McConnell, 
McKay,  Newton,  Norris,  Owen,  Parmentcr,  l*ayne,  Kalh- 
Inin,  David  S.  Iteid,  Reding,  Uhctt,  Riuer.  Roltcrls,  Thomas 
H.  Seymour,  Simpson,  John  T.  Sinitlt,  Robert  Smith,  Joim 
Stewart,  .Sliles,  'I'aylor,  Thompson,  VVhcatoii,  Williams, 
Woodward,  Jo..teph  A.  Wright,  and  Yost — 72. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Illinois,  (when  his  name  was 
called)  said  that,  not  being  able  to  get  the  floor 
to  give  his  reasons  for  voting  against  this  bill,  he 
wished  to  state  that  the  objections  urged  by  his 
colleague  [Mr.  McClernand]  to  the  bill,  with 
some  others  which  he  would  ha*c  stated,  induced 
him  to  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  moved  a  reconsideration;  and 
on  that  he  moved  the  previous  question;  which 
was  sustained  by  the  Ilouse. 

Before  the  vole  whs  taken  on  the  reconsidera- 
tion, the  House  adjourned. 


The  rollnwiiig  petitions  presented  today,  were  handed 
to  tlie  reporters  by  the  incmlnTs  presenting  them : 

By  .Mr.  FISH  :  Tlic  |)ctition  of^William  Dcpcur,  relative 
totlie  dm  von  Canary  tvines,  and  praying  ari?ductionUlcre- 

or. 

By  Mr.  HALE:  The  p'tltinn  of  Augustus  Bradford,  for 
,aii  addiUoii  of  pension ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Invalid  Pensions. 

By  Mr.  RELFE:  The  petition  of  fifty-six  inhabitants  of 
Capo  Gimrdeail,  .Missouri,  asking  Congress  to  eslnhlish  a 
po.>t  roiile  from  .\aslivillc,  Tennessee,  by  Gulconda,  Illi- 
nois, and  the  city  of  Cape  Girardeau,  to  ."Springfield,  IVUs- 
souri ;  which  was  reicrrcd  to  tlic  Cummitlee  on  the  Post 
OIRec  and  Post  Roads. 

Dy  Mr.  RITTER:  The  proceedings  of  a  meeting  held  In 
Reading,  Pennsylvania,  wittiont  distinction  of  party,  pru- 
lestiii;.'.'igalnst  anv  alteration  of  ihe  present  laritf. 

By  Mr.  ABBOTT:  Tlic  petition  of  William  Bradstrcel, 
pniying  for  nn  allnu'anec  of  the  bounty  on  the  tishiug 
schooner  Mary,  of  Ncwburyport. 

By  Mr.  BLACK,  of  Pennsylvania :  Four  petitions,  signed 
by  nincty-two  citizens  of  Cumberland  and  Perry  couiilics, 
I'cnnsylvania,  praying  Congress  that  llic  fourcompanies  of 
liorso  artillery  now  III  service  be  rcstrircd  ton  peace  es- 
tablishment of  one  liuiidred  liieii  each,  rank  and  file;  which 
weri!  rcO-rred  to  Ihe  Military  Committee. 

Also,  the  petition  of  sundry  citizens  of  Ciimbcrland 
county,  Pennsylvania,  against  any  allenilion  in  the- pres- 
ent larifT;  wiiicli  was  referred  to  the  Committee  ot  the 
Wliole. 

By  Sir.  -STILES:  The  memorial  of  the  miisters  and 
owners  of  vessels  and  steaiiilioats  navigating  llie  Sav;in- 
nali  river,  praying  tile  erection  of  additional  beacons  and 
buoys  in  said  river  ;  which  was  referred  to  tlic  Committee 
on  Commerce. 

By  Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana :  The  testimony  from  the  ! 
War  DE;p:irtmepl,  in  support  of  tlie  claim  of  James  Lloyd,  ' 
of  Indiana,  for  an  Increase  of  pension  as  a  wounded  (iia- 
rine ;  which  Vim  referred  to  the  C'ommitiec  on  Invalid 
Pensions. 

By  Mr.  STEW.ART,  of  Penneylv.inia:  Several  memo- 
rials from  Pennsylvania,  renioustrallng  against  ihe  pas- 
sage of  t^ie  tJiritf'bill  reported  by  the  Commiuej>  of  Way* 
and  Means,  and  deprecating  any  change  In  the  existing 
system. 


IN  SENATE. 
Monday,  Jljnil  22,  1844. 

Mr.  BREESE  presented  a  memorial  from  A. 
Houghton  and  twenty-six  others,  citizens  of  San- 
gamon county,  Illinois,  against  the  annexation 
of  Texas;  which  was  refewed  to  the  Coiomiuee  J 
on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  FAIRFIELD  presented  a  mcmoriiil  from 
Samuel  P.  Strickland  and  two  hundred  aud  sit- 
teen  others,  citizens  of  Bangor,  Maine,  without  ^ 
distinction  of  party,  in  favor  of  the  annexation  of  . 
Texas  to  the  Union.     The  memorialists  say: 

"  Believing  that  the  settarote  existence  of  Texu  m  n 
independent  nation  would  become  trouhlcsomeif  notdu- 
geroiistous;  tiiat  in  time  it  will  become  catnutged  and 
hostile,  and  |)crhaps  allied  with  foreign  nations  wiUi  wbvm 
we  iniglit  be  at  war.  and  that  even  in  p^'ace  all  our  pvtl 
Interests  must  suffer  from  nuequal  competition  and  aafi- 
vorable  diversions  of  its  trade  through  oilier cliunnHs;  8|4 
believing  that  its  incorporation  with  its  will  giveustlMlur 
boundary  ;  that  it  will  add  to  our  security  and  sticogtli  la 
war.  and  to  our  navigation  and  commerce  In  peace;  ei- 
tcndlug  the  market  for  our  manufactures,  and  Incrmiai 
our  Internal  trade;  0|>cninga  v/ide  field  fortbeadventuraos 
enterprise  of  our  people,  and  securing  similar  if  not  n^oallj 
Important  benetits  as  those  derived  from  the  acquisilloooT 
Louisiana,  which  llie  wisdom  of  our  fatiiers  saw  noeawa 
for  rejecting,  and  which  Uielr  descendant;!  have  oereiteei 
cause  to  regret." 

•  The  memorial  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  a  rcmonstrante  of 
sundry  iiihabilanta  of  the  county  of  JefTeraon, 
New  York,  against  the  passage  of  the  tariff  bill 
reported  by  the  Coinmiltec  of  Ways  sod  Meuii 
in  the  other  House;  which  was  referred  to  llie 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Also,  a  petition  from  the  Chamber  of  Commcrtt 
of  the  city  of  New  York,  praying  that  Congrtn 
would  establish  a  branch  mint  in  that  city;  and 
setting  forth  that  foreign  gold  coin  particularly  ii 
flowing  into  that  city  extensively,  and  that  the 
merchants  arc  unwilling  to  tnke  tne  expense  anil 
risk  of  transporting  ilto  thcMinlatPhilodelphii; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finana. 

Also,  a  remonstrance  of  a  large  nunilier  of  per- 
sons, styling  themselves  inhabitants  of  Rocliwter, 
New  York,  remonstrating  against  the  annexalion 
of  Texas  to  the  Union.  Also,accompBnyiii^ilie 
remonstrance,  a  paper  said  to  hove  been  cirai* 
latcd  with  it,  being  a  petition  for  the  auiiexalioD; 
and  containing,  in  columns  of  names,  audi  citi- 
zens as  are  in  favor  of  the  annexation,  widi  the 
right  to  hold  slaves,  and  such  as  are  in  fsfor, 
without  that  right;  which  was  referred  tothcCoji- 
miltee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  BUCH.4N.\N  presented  a  memorial  from 
Alleghany  county,  Pennsylvania,  rcmonslraiii^ 
in  strong  terms  against  the  annexation  of  Tcxaa  • 
to  the  Union,  both  for  the  want  of  constitutional 
power  and  the  inexpediency  of  the  measure;  »bidi 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fon'igii  Rela- 
tions. 

Also,  a  resolution,  signed  by  Caleb  Pierce,  Prtf- 
ident,  which  was  unanimously  adopted  ntajmal 
Democratic  Tyler  mass  meeting,  held  at  the  laije 
saloon  of  the  Chinese  Museum  on  SaiurdnTe»fo-\^ 
ing  last,  resolving  that  they  arc  decidedly  in  farqt^ 
of  the  rcaniiexaiion  of  Texas  to  the  United Stataa, 
and  tendering  to  General  Jackson  and  President 
Tyler  the  thanks  of  the  meeting  for  the  decided 
stand  which  they  have  taken  in  reference  to  this 
important  and  all-absorbing  question- 
Also, other  resolutions, adopted  al'ewd»y»a|:o 
by  citizeiisof  Philadelphia,  strongly  Of,  -J- 

the  cour.se  of  President  Tyler  in  reg.i 
and  its  annexation  lo  the  United  Stni' 
complimentary  resolves  in  favor  of  U 
son,  the  Hon'.  R.  .T.  W.-ilkcr,  of  the  ^ 
William  Wilkins,  Secretary  of  War, : 
tier  ill  which  they  had  favored  the 

which  were  referred  to  the  Comniiuee  o ;: 

Relations. 

Also,  two  memorials  from  citizens  of  Peanap- 
vania,  in  favor  of  the  continuation  of  the  prtaeit 
tarifi';  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  oi 
Finance. 

Mr.  UPHAM  presented  resolutions  aJoptedal  ^ 
a  public  meeting  held  in  Lunenburg,  Verinoni,oi 
the  4th  of  April,  against  thconnex.ttionofTcxai 
to  the  United  Slates,  by  treaty  or  otherwise.  •• 
•Inngerous  to  the  sUibihty  of  the  Union;  wh'a' 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions. 

Mr.  HUNTINGT©N   presented  a  memorial 
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purporling  to  be  numiM-oiisl y  sisnd  '>y  owners  of 
vessels  and  sU'nmlioais  on  lliu  lukos,  selling  fori!) 
the  WHnt  of  a  harbor  on  the  west  aide  of  Lake 
Miclii'on,  ami  asking  for  nn  nppro|iriiiion  for 
the  consiriiclion  of  onr  ni  Slif  boygnn ;  which  was 
referred  lo  ihe  Commillei;  on  Commerce. 
RKrOKTS  FIIOM  COMMITTEKS. 

Mri  BATES,  from  tlie  Coniniillec  on  Pensions, 
reported  bnck,  wilhoui  juncndment,  mid  with  n 
recommendulion  that  il  do  pass,  bill  from  the 
House  supplementary  to  the  act  for  the  relief  of 
Elizabeili  Greshiim. 

He  also,  from  the  some  committee,  made  an  ad- 
verse report  on  the  petition  of  William  J.  Moody, 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  upon  llie  table,  and  be 
printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HATES,  the  Committee  on 
Pensions  was  di.schorged  from  Ihe  fnrlher  ron- 
sidenilion  of  tlii;  pelilion  ill  behalf  of  Mrs.  Green; 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
AlBiirs. 

DIM.  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  EVANS,  on  leave,  imroduced  a  bill  grant- 
ing a  pension  to  James  Diilley;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  referred  lo  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs. 

NOTICK  OF  A  BILL. 

Mr.WOODBlUDGEgavenoticethaihewould, 
on  to-morrow,'ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for 
the  belter  protection  of  the  commerce  on  the  lakes. 

TKK.\TY  WITH  TEXAS. 

Mr.  ARCHER  remarked  thai  he  understood 
that  an  iniportaiil  executive  coinmunicalion  had 
been  received;  he  tlieiefoie  moved  that  the  Sen- 
ale  proceed  lo  ihe  consiileralion  of  executive  busi- 
ness, wiili  a  view  of  having  that  coinmunicalion 
referred  and  ordered  to  be  printed;  llie  Senate  to 
resume  legislalive  business  in  lime  lo  enable  the 
honoralile  Senalor  from  New  York  [Mr.  WrichtJ 
to  finish  his  remarks  on  the  subject  of  the  tariti. 

The  moiioM  was  agreed  lo.  The  galleries  were 
ordered  lo  be  cleared,  and  the  dours  of  the  Senate 
were  closi.-d. 

When  ihe  doors  were  reopened,  the  Senate 
adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
MoND.w,  .Ipiil  22,  1844. 

The  Jouninl  having  been  read. 

The  SPEAKER  slated  ihat  the  first  business 
in  order  was  ihe  motion  lo  reconsider  the  vole  on 
passing  the  bill  making  appropriaiions  for  the  im- 
provement of  certiiin  wesU'rii  liari>ors  and  rivers. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  asked  ihe  general  consi'iil  of 
the  House  to  take  up  the  amendment  of  the  Sen- 
ate lo  the  bill  giving  ihe  assent  of  C'nigrcss  to  the 
holding  of  an  extra  session  of  the  Legislature  of 
the  Territory  of  Iowa. 

Mr.  STEENROD  and  others  called  for  the 
orders  of  Ihe  day. 

Mr.  CLINCH  a.sked  Iho  gnneral  consent  of  the 
House  to  introduce  a  bill  in  providi;  for  ihe  pay 
of  four  companies  of  Gcorgi.-i  niiiilia,  who  served 
in  ihe  Indian  wars.  • 

Objections  being  made, 

Mr.  COBIi  moved  lo  suspend  the  rules. 

The  SPE.'VKER  said  the  moiinn  was  not  in 
order,  and  again  staled  the  question  before  the 
House. 

Mr.  HRINKERHOFF  moved  the  previous 
question;  which  was  seconded — ayes  85,  noes  48. 

Mr.  B.-VRNARD  asked  if  ii  was  in  order  lo 
move  to  |)f>Hl|KMie  the  (luesiion.' 

The  SPEAKER  said  ihat  it  was  not. 

The  question  on  now  piiliiris  ihe  main  question 
WHS  taken,  and  decided  in  llie  allirmalive. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  called  for  ihe  yeas  and  nays; 
which  being  ordend,  ihe  qui'siion  was  ljikeii,nnd 
decided  in  the  negalive — yeas  73,  nays  HI;  as 
follows: 

YEA.^—Mo-.sr-*.  /Vndirr^oii,  Alkiiisnii,  IlnrrnmiT,  U*-l:»rr, 
BMIack,  J.nai"s  lllnek.  J.nine.<  A.  Illaek.  llli\ekwill,  linyd, 
Brodlie^d,  llurkr.  Bun,  C'niilwell,  (\iilhi,  ('aiiain.  lliulien 
(>taa|>maii.  .Au-iu-uii*  A.  t^Kipiiein,  (Jltappell,  Clilisiana, 
C'obb,  Cullnai,  Diihlol,  Joliii  W.  Duvi<.  Debirry,  IXekin- 
»on,  l)miM!j(M>le,  P.irlce,  Oriiler.  Half.  II.'iiMiiielt,  I1iiral«iiil, 
flerrick,  llnhne>t,  Ilctjikln-*,  tliMwinii,  Ihiluinl,  lluflie'i, 
Geor||C  \V.  Joiie.-.  Kirkp:itrif;k.  I.pwi^,  Liira*:,  M.ielay, 
Mcriem.ieil.  M'-C"naell,  MiKivy,  r.ilwnnl  J,  .Mnrri-.  Nor- 
ri",  Pariiienler.  Payne,  llatliloin,  Uaviil  S.  Held,  Rediiis, 
lUlctl  Klucr,  il»l)erl9,  Rawell,  Thomaa  S.  .•<pyninur,  SI 
moni),  Siiapsoa,  Joliu  T.  buiiih,  Stcitiuii,  John  Stewart, 


Stiles,  Sloiie,  Tnvliir,  Thoinp-wn,   WHiciton,  Wllliaini!,  | 
Woodward.  Joseph  A.  VVrichl,  and  Vofl— Til. 

NAYri— Messrs.  Alibol,  .\dams,  Aslic,  Uakrr,  Darliard, 
Hpmuoii.  Bower,  liowlln,  Uren;lr,  Jaeoli  nriiikerlioir,  Mil- 
loii  Urown.  lluiniiBl'in,  Cary,  Carroil,  Cinllna,  fllneh, 
rilutnu,  Ciillanier,  i:ran«lon,  jlaiin,  Karrash, Garrett  Davis, 
lltclmrd  n.  l)avL>,  Dellel,  Uiekcy,  Duujlas,  Kllis.  EIhht, 
Kish,  Klorciiee,  Knot,  Kiwler,  Freaeli,  tiidrtins-'-  Willis 
Green,  liyrain  Green,  Grliniell,  Hardin,  Harper,  Ibnl.y, 
Hose,  lluliljilMludsoil,  VVaslilnelon  Hunt.  JaiiasU.  Ilciiil, 
Charles  J.  higersolljJosepliK.  Insersoll.  Jrvln.Jenks.Cave 
Johiisnii,  Perlev  II.  Johnson,  Andrew  Kennedy.  John  P. 
Kenni.ly.  Ilaniel  V.  KIni:,  I'resion  Kijii;.  baliran-lii:,  Leon- 
ard, Lvon.  Marsh,  M.ilhews.  Mel.'ausl.-n,  MeClelland,  Me- 
Uoweil,  Mcllvaine,  Joseph  Morris,  Morse,  Moscley,  Neg, 
Owen.  I'ellll.  revlon,i"li(Eiiii,  Ellslia  U.  I'oller,  Emery  11. 
I'ouer,  I'ralt,  Preston,  Purdy,  Charles  M.  Keeil,  Kcll'e,  Itob- 
inson,  Uuekwell,  Itodney,  Kosers.  St-  John,  Sample, 
Hehenek,  denier.  S-vemnce,  H.ivld  L.  Seymour.  Allterl 
Smilh.  Thinnas  Smilli,  Caleb  B.  Smllh,  Spenee,  Sleennid, 
Slephens,  Andrew  ritewan.Suonc,  Sunnners, 'i'lioinnsson, 
•|'ibb:ul»,'rildeii,Tylor.  Vanee,  Vanineler,  Vliilon,  VVeller, 
Wemworlh,  Welhercd,  While,  WInthtop,  and  Willioin 
Wrlshl-Ul. 

OEOftGIA  MILITIA. 
Mr.  CLINCH,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to 
provide  for  the  settlement  of  the  claims  of  the  State 
of  Georgia,  for  tlie  service  of  four  companies  of 
her  mililia  in  ihe  years  1841  and  1842;  which  was 
read  a  fiisl  and  .second  time,  and  committed  lo  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

EASTERN  UAKDOIIS  AND  RIVERS. 
Mr.  BARNARD  rose,  and  remarked  that  Ihc 
House  had  just  disposed  of  the  western  harbors 
and  rivers  bill,  and  there  was  anoiher  bill  relating 
to  eastern  rivers  and  harbors,  which  stood  on  ihe 
question  of  its  passage.     He  would  inmiire  if  it 
was  in  order  to  move  to  take  up  thai  bill  now  for 
the  purpose  of  disposing  of  il? 
Tlie  SPEAKER  replied  that  it  was  not  in  order. 
Mr.  BARNARD  then  moved  a  suspension  of 
ihe  rules,  for  the  purpose  of  moving  lo  lake  up 
thai  bill. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  it  would  require  a 
vole  of  two  thirds.  • 

Mr.  B.ARNARD  replied  that  the  other  bill  had 
been  taken  up  by  a  vole  of  two  thirds;  and  he 
hoped  this  would  be  Uiken  up  in  the  same  way. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York, and  they  were  ordered;  and  resulted — yeas 
105,  nays  Hd;  as  follows: 

YK.AS— Messrs.  .\bbol,  Adams,  .\->he,  Baker,  Darrinijer, 
Barnard,  Bidlaek,  Btcngle,  Brodhtad,  Mlllcm  Brown,  Jere- 
miah Brown,  Bnllinglnn.  Jeremiah  E.  Cary,  Carroll,  Cat- 
liii,  Caushi,  Chilloii,  Clinch,  Clinsru.in,  Collamer,  Crans- 
ton, Dana,  l)arraj(h,Garrctl  Davis,  Dilletl,  DIekey,  llunlap, 
Kllis,Elmer,F.irlce,  Fish,  Florcncr',  Fool, <;iddiii8s,  Willis 
Green,  llvram  (;reen,  Grinnell,  Grider,  Hardin,  Harper, 
Hays,  Hnhhell,  Hudson,  Washington  Hunt,  CliarlesJ.  In 
ger.-ioll,  Jo.<epli  R.  lngi-r.soll,  Irvin,  Jenks,  Perley  B.  John- 
son, Jolin  P.  Kcme  ilv,  Preston  Kins,  Daniel  P.  Kins, 
Marsh,  MeClelland.  Mclllvainc',  I'dward  J.  Morris,  .Morse, 
.Moieiey,  .Marp'ir.  Newlon.  Pallerson,  Peyton,  PIkduIx, 
HIL«li  R.  Poucr,  Emer\  U.  Poller,  Pratt,  Preston,  Pnrdy, 
Riini->ey,  Chailes  M.  Reed,  Ritter,  Rohinson,  KiK-kwell, 
Rodney,  Rogers,  St.  Jolin.  Sample.  Schenck,  Senter,  Sev- 
eraiie,  Daviil  I..  Seymour.  Siuions,  Albert  Smith,  Ciiltb 
B.  Smith,  .Spcuce,  Stephens,  Stetsou,  .Andrew-  Stewart, 

Sliles,  Sln)nit.  Summers,  Til assou,  TibbatLs,  Tilden, 

'I'yier,  Vnuee,  Vaninehr,  Vinton.  Weller,  Wethered, 
Wheaton,  White,  Wlnlbrop,  William  Wright,  and  Yost— 
10,-,. 

N.AVS— Messrs.  .\ndcrson,  Atkinson.  Reiser,  Beinon, 
Jumea  Black.  James  A.  Black,  Blaekwell,  Bower,  Rowlln, 
Bovd.  William  J.  Brown.  Burke,  Hurt,  C.ildwell,  Kiuiben 
Chnpnirni,.\uaustus.'V.i;iiapinau,Clia|>pell,Clinlrm,Cobb, 
t.'olos.  Cross.  C'uljom,  Daniel,  Kiehaid  D.  Davis,  John  W. 
Davi-,  Diberrv,  Diekinson,  l)rom;;oole.  Dunean,  Flekliu, 
Kosler-  I'reneh,  Hale,  Hammell  Haralson,  llenliy, Holmes, 
Hoge,  Hopkins,  Hou.slon.  Hubard.  Hnglies,  Hunserl'ord, 
James  B.  Hunt,  Cav-  Johasun.  Andrew  Jolnison,  fioerge 
W.  Jones.  ,\inlrew  Kennedy,  Kirkpalriek,  Lahranche, 
l,e<niard,  Lewis,  l.uea',  l.yoji,  .Maelay,  Mathews,  MeCaus- 
lili.  Me(;iernainl,  MeCoiniell.  .MeDnwell,  MrKay,  Joseph 
Morris,  Nes,  Norris,  Owens,  Payni'.  Pi'llit,  Kalhbun,  David 
S.  Itied.  RedUi)!,  Rhell,  Roberts,  Ru-nell,  Thoinas  11.  Sey- 
mour, Simpson,  Slulell,  John  T.  SmIUi,  Tiiomas  .Sinllli, 
Rohert  Sinilh,  Steenrod,  John  Stiwarl,  Stiuie,  'I'aylor, 
Thompson,  Wenlworlh,  Williams,  Woodward,  ami  Joseph 
A.  Wright— &). 
So  the  rules  worn  not  suspended. 
CLAIMS  ON  DENMARK. 
Mr.  NEWTON  submitled  ihe  following  reso- 
lution; and  it  was  agreed  toi 

/Icsufre.!,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Stales  be  re- 
que.-ted  to  in;orm  this  House  wlial  mensnres,  if  any,  are 
now  in  progress  to  ohtah^l'inm  the  Govcnniieiit  of  Den- 
mark Indemnity  for  three  ships  and  llieir  cargoes,  seal  by 
tlonnnodnre  Jnini  Paul  Jones,  in  the  year  1799,  as  prizes 
into  Bergen,  and  there  surrendered  hy  oriler  of  the  Danish 
King  lo  Ihe  British  inlnisfr,  in  obedience  to  Uie  demand 
of  that  inlnlsler:  wliclher  Ihe  treaty  eoneludcd  between 
our  Governuient  and  Denmark  in  IMO,  In  pursuance  of 
wlileh  %6.'il).UllO  wa»  paiil  by  Ucmuark  to  the  Govennnent 
of  the  L'nited  Sutes,  in  satislaeUon  of  all  claims  wlilcli 


had  heretofore  hren  preferred  hy  cillxenn  of  the  United 
Slates  iUl  llie  Gnvprninenl  of  Denmark,  (ltd,  in  It*  exreu- 
lion,  embrace  the  claim  lo  indiannily  for  Ihe  aforesaid 
prizes  siMit  by  Commodore  J<»Imi  Paul  Jones  into  Bergen  ; 
ami,  if  nol  so  included,  are  Ihe  claimanlH  lo  those  prizci 
exil'ided  by  Ihe  terms  of  that  treaty  from  further  claim  on 
Ihe  GovernmenI  of  Deinnark. 

THE  TARIFF. 

Mr.  McKAY  ro.se,  nnd  staled  ihat  he  would 
now  make  ihe  motion  of  which  he  some  days 
since  gave  notice — ihnl  the  House  resolve  itself  • 
into  the  Commitiee  of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of 
the  Union,  for  the  purpose  of  ttiking  up  the  larifT 
bill;  bul  first,  timt  there  might  be  a  full  attend- 
anci',  he  would  move  a  call  of  the  House. 

The  SPE.\KER  put  the  question;  and  the 
motion  was  agreed  lo. 

The  roll  being  called, one  hundred  and  eighty- 
nine  members  answered  to  iheir  names. 

The  namis  of  the  ab.senlees  being  called,  six 
othcTS  answered,  making  in  all  one  hundred  and 
ninety-five  members  piesent.  Excuses  were 
made  for  those  who  were  absent,  individually; 
and  ihe  call  being  endeTl, 

Mr.  McKAY  renewed  his  motion,  that  the 
House  resolve  iiself  into  the  Commitiee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  stale  of  the  Union, for  the  purpose 
of  taking  up  the  tariff  bill;  and  on  this  motion 
he  asked  for  the  yi;as  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and  1)cing 
taken,  resulied— yeas  104,  nays  94;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Amierwm,  ,\lkin^on.  Reiser,  Benton, 
James  A.  Black,  Bl.iekwell,  Bower,  Bowlln,  Boyd,  Jacob 
Brinkerbolf,  William  J.  Brown,  Burke,  Burt,  Caldwell, 
Catlin.  Renben  Chapman,  .Augustus  A.  Chaiunan,  Chap- 
pell,  ClinKm,  Cobb,  t-'ole.-j  Cross,  Cnlloni,  Dana,  Daniel, 
John  W.  Davis,  Douglas  Drone^oole,  Dunean,  Dtnilap,  El- 
iuer,  Fieklin,  French,  Bvraiti  Green,  Hale,  llnminell,  llar- 
nU'Hi,  Henley,  Herriek,  Hohms,  Hoge,  Hopkins,  Houston, 
Hubard,  Hubbell,  Huglics,  Hnngerlord,  James  B.  Hunt, 
Jnmeson.  Cave  John-on,  Andrew  Jolnison,  George  W. 
Jones,  Andrew  Kennedy.  Preston  King,  Lahranche,  Leon- 
ard, Lewis,  Lucas  Lyon,  Marlay,  Mathews,  MeCaiislcli, 
.MeClellaml.  MeClernund,  MeConnell,  .MeDnwell,  McKay, 
Joseph  Morris,  Murpliv,  Norri",  Owen,  Payne,  Peuit,  Em- 
ery D.  I'oller,  Prall.  Purdy,  Rathbiin,  David  S.  Reirt,  Red- 
ing, Relfe,  Khelt,  Roberts,  Robinson,  St.  John,  Thomas  II. 
Seymour,  Siinon-i,  Simpson,  Slideil,  Thomas  StniUi.  Jlob- 
ert  Smilli,  Steenrod,  Stetson.  John  Stewart.  Stiles,  Stone, 
Sinmg,  Tavlor,Thoni|ison,  Tiblmlls,  VVeller,  VVenlworth, 
VVhealon,  VVoodward,  and  Joseph  A.  Wright— 1»1. 

NAYS— Mes.srs.  Abbott,  Adains  Ashe,  Baker,  Barrlnger, 
Banmrd,  Bidlaek,  Ja s  Black,  llrengle,  Brodlleud,  Mil- 
ton Brown,  Jereihiah  Brown,  BuHingion,  Cary,  ('arroll, 
Causin,  (•billon.  Clinch,  Clingman,  Collamer,  Cranston, 
Darragh,  (iarrctl  D.-lvls,  Richard  D.  Davis,  Deberry,  Delict, 
Dickey,  Diekinson,  Ellis,  Farllee,  Fish,  Florence,  Fo<it, 
Foster,  GIddlngs,  Willis  Green,  Grinnell,  (;rider,  Hardin, 
Harper,  Hays,  Hudson,  Wnshinglon  Hunt,  Charles  J.  Inger- 
Boll,  Joseph  K.  liigersull,  Irvin,  Jenks,  Perley  B.  Johnson, 
Jolin  P.  Kennedy,  Daniel  P.  King.  Marsh,  Mellvalnc,  Ed- 
ward J.  Morris.  Alorse,  Moseliy,  Nes,  Newton,  Parmenlor, 
I'aiterson,  Peyion,  Pha!iilx,  Ellsha  R.  Potter,  Preston, Raa.- 
sey.  CliSTles  M.  Reed,  Rilter,  Rockwell,  Rodney,  Rogers, 
Kus.sell.  Sample,  Schenck,  Senter,  Severance,  David  L. 
Seymour,  Albert  Smith,  Jolin  T.  Smith,  Caleb  B.  Smitli, 
Spence,  Slephens,  Andrew  Stewart,  Suinniers,  Thomas- 
sou,  Tilden,  Tyler,  Vance,  Vanmeter,  Vinlon,  Wethered, 
White,  Williams,  Wintiirop,  William  Wright,  and  Yost— 
»4. 

So  the  rules  were  suspended,  and  the  House 
resolved  itself  into  the  Commitiee  of  the  Whole, 
(Mr.  Hopkins  in  the  chair.) 

Mr.  McKAY  then  moved  that  the  committee 
take  up  bill  (No.  213)  enliile'l  "A  bill  to  modify 
and  amend  the  act  entitled  'An  act  to  provide 
revenue  fiom  imports, and  lo  change  and  modify 
existing  laws  imposing  duties  on  imporls,  and 
for  other  purposes,'  "  approved  August  30, 1842. 

This  motion  being  carried  without  a  division, 
the  bill  was  taken  up  and  reail  through. 

The  Clerk  again  rend  the  first  clause. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  moved  to  strike  out, 
in  the  third  line,  the  word  "  September,"  and  in- 
sert ".Tanunry;"  ni«l  in  the  fourth  line,  strike 
out  the  word  "  four,"  and  insert  llie  word  "  five." 
This  clause,  as  reported,  proposes  that  the  bill 
shall  take  clTecl  fiom  and  afler  the  first  Septem- 
ber next;  and  ihenmeiulment  pioposes  lo  fix  the 
1st  January,  W45.  He  said  this  allcralion  was 
necessary,  lliat  persons  engaged  in  comitiercial 
pursuits  might  have  proper  nonce  of  such  a  great 
change  as  this  l)ill  piopo.ses  In  make. 

Mr.  OWEN  proposed,  at  the  outfct  of  the  de- 
bate on  this  important  subject — for  all  would  ad- 
mit that  it  was  an  imporinnt  subject — to  speak  to 
Ihc  general  principles  of  the  bill,  rather  than  to 


the  ninendment,  by  which  a  change  was  proposed 
in  the  period  for  the  commencement  of  its  opera- 
lion. 

The  CHAIRMAN  interposed,  and  remarked 
that  the  parliamentary  rule   would  confine  the 
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gcnilymon  to  ihc  niipr.linn  pending-  on  llie  nmend- 
incnt;  and  hen«  In;  slionlil  In;  tindiT  llio  iirci'ssi- 
ly  of  limitiiii;  tliu  grniU  man  tn  llint  qmsiion, 
iiidoss,  by  some  cs;irissi()n  of  its  opinion,  llir 
r.omniilK'i;  would  iissmi  to  a  piuTal  dcbmu  of 
llic  prini-.iplc  involved  in  lliis  Inll.  nnd  in  the  law 
wliicli  this  liill  proposi's  in  nnT'nd,  at  tliis  linio. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  inquired  what  deci- 
sion llio  Cliair  nmd.': 

The  CHAIRMAN  replied  tlwU  ilie  Chair  Inid 
made  no  decision.  lie  had  simi'ly  remarked  ihiu 
the  parliamentary  nili.'  Innited  dihatc  lotlie  pend- 
ing question;  bill  aa  general  prineiple.s  were  usn- 
nlly  diseussed  in  conimilier,  and  m  they  would 
.be  discussed  on  iWia  l)ill,  he  ihoiigliri  injustice  to 
all  parlies,  the  conimillee  .should  determine  what 
course  should  now  be  |inrsued. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGIillSOLL  concurred  with  the 
Cliair  that  il  was  advisable  to  have  somi;  expres- 
Bion  of  the  opinion  of  the  committee  on  this  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  said  thai  the  whole  subject 
■would  be  thrown  open  by»  motion  lo  strike  out 
the  first  section  of  ihe  bill. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  tiftped  the  comniiltcc 
would  consetit  to  open  the  de-bate  at  large  now  on 
this  bill,  for  it  must  come  before  it  was  got  out  of 
committee. 

Mr..THOMPSON  said,  if  the  object  could  bo 
ncconiplished  thereby,  he  would  move  that  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Owen]  have  leave 
lo  proceed. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indinnn,  said  lie  also,  if  he 
could  put  a  jnoiion  in  any  shape  by  which  it  could 
be  done,  would  l«'st  ihe  sense  tif  the  conimitlee 
on  that  point.  He  hoped  the  debate  would  not 
be  rcstricled. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  remarked  that  ho 
must  Say,  but  with  no  unkind  feeling  to  any  gen- 
tleman, that  if  they  did  not  go  lo  the  business  of 
the  House  at  once — if  they  were  to  sit  there  sev- 
eral weeks  to  hear  debates  on  the  beauties  of  free 
trade,  and  the  merits  of  the  protective  system — 
where  would  be  the  end  of  the  mailer.'  Let  the 
commiiue  address  itself  lo  its  business;  lei  them 
go  at  once  to  the  details  c>f  this  bill,  and  there 
would  be  opportunities  sufficient  hereafter  to  dis- 
cuss the  [uinciples  which  it  involved. 

Air.  OVVEN  asked  ihc  gentleman  !rom  Penn- 
sylvania if,  in  the  course  of  his  legislative  expe- 
rience, he  had  ever  known  th'*  course  pursued 
which  lie  now  suggesied  .'  Had  he  ever  known 
such  a  bdl  discussed  on  ils  delails  without  the 
discussion  becoming  general  on  its  principlesr 

Mr.  C.J.  INGERSOLL  said  he  had  h.'-reiofore 
contended  thai  in  the  Commiilee  of  the  Whole 
they  could  say  what  lliey  pleased;  but  he  (ksired 
to  have  a  decision  from  tlie  Chair. 

Mr.  HARDIN  inquireil  if  it  was  in  order  lo 
move  lo  strike  out  the  first  section. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  said,  since  the  opinion  of 
the  coinmiltee  was  desiwjd,  lie  bcirged  Icav.e  lo  say 
a  word  or  Iwo.  Heconcurred  with  tliegenlletnan 
from  Pennsylvania  that  the  merits  of  the  bill — 
the  propriety  or  impropriety  of  high  or  low  duties 
— could  not  [iroperly  be  disciissetl  on  the  simple 
question  involving  the  time  when  this  bill  should 
tolte  efleet.  He  hoped,  therefiue,  that  the  parlia- 
mentary rule  would  be  adhered  to,  and  that  a  pro- 
Iracled  debate  would  iioi  be  gone  into  on  the  ques- 
tion whether  this  bill  should  lake  edect  on  the 
1st  September  or  the  1st  Jauuary  next.  He  bc-^ 
■lievcd  the  lime  designated  by  the  gentleman  tVom 
Pennsylvania  was  the  proper  time;  butafier  thai 
question  had  been  decided ,  the  very  first  question 
which  would  arise  on  the  first  section  would  be  n 
juopusilion  lo  change  and  moflify  and  reduce  ex- 
isting duties;  and  I  hat  would  open  thev.hoh^dehalc 
on  the  principle  of  the  bill,  and  whether  the  duties 
lo  bo  imposed  should  be  reslricted  to  revenue  or 
be  so  imposed  as  lo  operate  to  the  proleclion  of 
iimnufaciures.  The  first  section  of  the  bill  pro- 
posed that,  after  ihe  l.st  day  of  September  next, 
the  duties  imposed  under  and  by  Virtue  of  the  act 
of  1843,  "  upon  the  various  articles  in  the  said  act 
named,  shall  be  changed,  modified,  and  reduced, 
ill  mannerfollowing."  When  thalcame  updebalc 
would  be  in  order;  and,  for  ihe  sake  of  regularity, 
he  hoped  tliai  the  question  on  the  motion  of  ihc 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  would  be  first  taken 
witluuit  disirussion. 

Mr.  OWEN  expressed  his  willingness  to  yield 
the  floor  for  the  disposition  of  the  pending  ques- 
tion. 


Mr.  McKAY  hop.'-d  the  committee  would  con- 
sent to  take  the  coikrse  suggesied  by  his  friend 
from  Virginia,  as  iln;  next  item  would  lu'ing  up 
the  meri;.j  of  ihe  bill.  If,  however,  llie  ginlle- 
man  from  Penn.sylvania  had  waited  a  little,  he 
would  have  found  Ihat  he  would  have  submiiied 
a  iriolion  to  change  the  day  fixed  on  in  llie  bill 
either  to  the  Isl  ot  Jaiiu.irv  or  the  1st  of  July. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGER.SOLL  remarked  lli:U  he 
was  not  nwtire  of  any  such  iiiti-nlioii  on  ihe  part 
of  the  giuitleman  from  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  MclvAY  said  he  did  not  complain.     He 
then  stated  sortie  reasons  why  the  committee  had 
fixed   Ihe  day  menlioned  in  the  bill;  ami  added 
that  he  was  of  opinion  that  when  radical  changes 
v/ere  made  in  the  duiies  imposed  on  imports,  a  | 
reasonable  lime  should  be  allowed  lo  merchanis,  1 
inijiorters,  and  other  ]:)arlies  whose  interests  were  1 
involved,  to  accommodate  their  business  to  the 
altered  system,  for  the  orders  for  the  fall  business 
would  be  given  before  the  Ist  Seplemlier;  and  the 
committee  would  recollect  that  a  very  early  day 
wa.''  fixed  for  ihe  act  of  1842  to  go  into  operation. 

Mr.  C  J.  INGERSOLL  said  every  one  knew 
that  act  was  a  vital  one  10  the  income  of  the  Uniled 
States;  and  hence  it  was  neces.snry  that  il  should 
go  into  immediate  op(U*ntion. 

Mr.  McKAY  said  whatever  was  the  reason, 
Ihe  fact  was  as  he  had  stated;  and  the  merchants 
were  enabled  thereby  lo  put  large  sums  of  money 
into  their  pockets.  This  he  desired  in  future  lo 
avoid. 

He  had  received  information  from  various  im- 
poriing  merchanis,  which  showed  that  they  pre- 
ferred either  the  1st  July  or  the  1st  of  January  to 
the  day  named  in  the  bill;  and  he  was  willing  lo 
name  the  1st  January. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  did  not  think  this  was 
the  proper  period  to  fix  the  day  on  which  the  bill 
should  go  into  operation.  It  might  be  so  modified 
that  he  should  nol  care  to  see  it  in  operation  bc- 
foi(?  the  year  1900.  Before  he  voted  on  such  a 
question,  he  should  like  to  see  what  the  bill  w'as 
to  be;  but  what  il  would  be  before  it  came  out  of 
committee  none  could  tell.  It  would  depend  upon 
its  complexion  when  it  cpmc  out  of  committee, 
wlieiheril  would  receive  his  vole  lo  go  into  oper- 
ation at  all. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  thought  the  best  mode 
would  be  to  strikeout  the  day  fixed,  and  leave 
the  period  a  blank  in  the  bill,  to  be  filled  up  by 
the  committee  before  it  reported  the  bill  to  the 
House. 

Mr.  HARDIN  madcan  observation  which  was 
not  disiincily  heard. 

Mr.  McKAY  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  by  insert- 
ing the  1st  of  July  next. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL.-  What!  the  Ut  of 
July  nexi? 

Mr.  McKAY  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  RHETT  hoped  the  bill  would  be  made  to 
conform  to  the  suggeslionand  motion  of  the  gen- 
lleman  from  North  Carolina.  His  principle  was, 
that  by  this  hill  the  people  should  be  relieved, 
and  not  simply  the  merchant  nnd  the  manufac- 
turer. He  made  some  observations  enforcing  his 
views  on  this  question,  observing  that  he  was  for 
the  shortest  period, so  that  the  people  might  have 
the  earliest  relief. 

Mr.  PETTIT  said  it  seemed  to  him  that  both 
sides  of  Ihe  House  would  vote  for  the  shortest 
time.  That  side  of  the  House  with  which  he 
voted,  held  that  low  duties  operated  as  a  relief  10 
the  people,  inasmuch  as  it  cheapened  goods;  and 
therefore  his  friends  would  vole  for  the  shortest 
period,  if  they  desired  honestly  to  carry  out  iheir 
(irinciples.     He  should  go  for  ihe  earliest  period. 

Mr.  WINTHROP,  as  the  representative  of  a 
large  constituency  deeply  iiileresled  in  both  for- 
eign and  domestic  commerce,  felt  bound  lo  protest 
against  the  motion  of  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means.  He  was  not  the 
representative  of  the  manufacturing  interest  of 
this  country,  but  ho  represented  a  city  which 
owned  one  tenth  of  the  tonnage  of  the  country; 
and  in  behalf  of  his  constitucnis  he  protested 
against  any  measure  which  .would  occasion  such 
sudden  and  destructive  fluctuations.  A  bill  to 
i  alter  the  rates  of  duly  on  imports  in  one  short 
montli  would  be  a  gross  outrage,  for  he  could 
designate  it  by  no  softer  term. 

Mr.  LEWIS  said  the  committee  -were  involved 
in  a  difficulty  which  lie  had  never  before  wit- 


nessed. They  had  gone  into  Cnmniiii/o  of  lio 
AVlioli-  on  an  linporiant  bill  which  hnd  bcoiilyins 
upon  the  table  of  ihe  House,  he  bili-.-vcii,  for 
nearly  nine  weeks;  and  wilhoijtany  cxuniiriniion 
of  the  liill  itself,  the  geiillemnn  from  Pi-nntylvn- 
nia  [Mr.  C.  J.  I.vgi;rsoi.lj  rose  in  his  place,  nnd 
without  any  expression  ol  his  vievb-.<i  in  re-TuJ  10 
il — wiihout  Slating  whether  he  was  in  favor  ef  or 
against  it,  fnoposed  that  the  bill  go  into opiralion 
on  the  1st  day  of  January  next.  He  had  never 
before  seen  such  a  motion  made  so  long  ,-is  li.-  h.id 
'held  n  seal  in  Congress.  What  did  the  House 
know  about  the  bill  ■  There  lied  been  no<Iisi-u«. 
sioii  iqion  il.  There  had  been  noexiimianlionof 
ils  delails.  Il  would  be  lime  enftn>;h,whcn  llu-y 
had  perfected  ihe  bill  in  all  ils  delaihs,  to  fix  ihc 
time  for  its  comni(!iicenie;it.  Hut  the  giiiiKman, 
by  a  singular  freak,  to  ihe  great  emburiassiiicit 
of  the  cominittee,  made  il  the  very  first  qiiraimi 
to  bedelermincd.  He  hoped  ihegeiilli-niaiiwuiild 
see  the  proprii'ly  of  wilhdrawing  his  niiilioii,anl 
of  allowing  the  conimillee  first  lo  examine  imo 
lliepi-oprieiy  of  pa.ssiiigtlii;  bill,  and  (hen  il  would 
be  lime  enough  to  deiermine  when  it  sliiiil  goiiiio 
operation.  l!ui  the  genllemau  who  was  ihc  nfoi- 
liar  representative  of  the  commercial  distric;  of 
Massacliusells  declared  that  ihe  question  vu 
sprung  U|ion  the  country  by  ihe  prnpii.<iiiinn  thai 
the  bill  should  go  into  operation  ns  early  M  tht 
1st  of  September — a  period  of  about  six  niooUu 
from  the  lime  of  the  introduction  ofllic  hill.  lit 
rectdlecled  very  well  when  the  bill  which  ir.crf.-ned 
llie  lariD"  and  impo-sed  addilional  burdens  upon 
the  people  was  in  the  course  of  pns.->ogc,  though 
il  increased  the  rale  of  duiies  in  some  cnsrsfrora 
six  to  two  hundred  pi  r  cent.,  ilierc  was  but  six 
weeks'  grace  allowed;  nnd  here,  when  iheywtre 
jirepnring  to  reduce  lite  rale  of  duiies,  and  thereby 
relieve  ihe  people  from  their  burdens,  ihi'V  were 
told  that  six  months  was  springing  the  question 
upon  them.  He  was  decidedly  opposed  10  fiiiiij 
any  more  distant  day  than  the  one  named  in  die 
liill.  If  the  bill  was  a  good  bill  lo  licgin  in  Jan- 
uary, it  was  sliU  belter  lo  begin  in  Sepleinher. 

Mr.  C.J.  INGERSOLL  said  he  should  cer- 
tainly not  wilhdraw  hisameiidmenl.  Preaklhou;;k 
it  was,  he  would  not  abandon  the  fi-i-ak.  And  he 
would  tell  the  gentleman  why.  He  would  ven- 
ture 10  say  thai,  if  the  votes  of  the  Slate  of  Xe» 
York,  that  great  commercial  emporium,  could  be 
taken  upon  the  question,  there  would  be  nioelrtfl 
twenlielhs  of  that  anli-lariff  Slate  for  giving  doe 
nnd  timely  notice  of  the  couimencemenl  of  the 
operation  of  such  a  tremendous  engine  as  this. 

Mr.  LEWIS.  Will  the  geiiilemanlell mt why 
he  thinks  il  is  sor 

Mr.C.  J.  INGERSOLL  said,  certainly;  it  w»i 
this:  unless  they  gave  their  merchants  anoppot- 
tunity  of  regulating  their  business  in  acr.ordanu 
with  the  laws  passed  by  Congress,  s|>ccul«tor>, 
foreigners — all  those  persons  for  whom  he  pt*- 
sumed  they  were  not  legislating,  would  have  t 
vast  advantage  over  them.  If  there  was  asingle 
merchant  or  manufacturer  whose  interests  could 
be  fairly  served  by  a  reasonable  postponemenloi 
the  operation  of  this  bill,  he -would  never  consent 
to  abandon  the  freak  by  which  he  proposed  il» 
postponement.  , 

Mr.  LEWIS  said  he  thought  he  could  give  « 
better  reason:  if  the  merchanis  of  New  Vorkwtn 
in  favor  of  continuing  the  present  lariff  until  Jan- 
uary, it  was  that  they  might  coniinue  for  six 
monihs  longer  10  impose  high  prices  upon  die 
people  of  this  country. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  said  he  had  lewre  u 
his  possession,  some  of  which  he  had  received  •• 
long  ago  as  when  the  bill  was  first  rcporied,  rep- 
resenting thai  the  time  propo.sed — namely:  lh«  1* 
of  September — was  the  most  unfavorable  time  Out 
could  be  fixed  upon  for  its  commencemcni;  1)^ 
cause  il  would  be  in  the  midst  of  the  fall  Irsde. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  said  it  was  ceriainly  irWi 
in  his  opinion,  as  I  he  gen  I  lemnn  from  Pennsylvana 
(Mr.  C.  J.  I.VGcnsoLL]  hnd  stated,  ihai  Sopiein- 
ber  was  an  unfavorable  period  for  thecomiiniit*- 
meat  of  ihc  operation  of  a  tariff  bill.  It  shoujd 
commence  about  the  middle  of  July,  or  else  a 
the  middle  of  winter.  He  was  willing  th«t  <• 
should  be  fixed  at  the  1st  of  July,oreTCHSOO0ir, 
for  ihc  sooner  relief  was  extended  10  the  pcopB 
of  the  country  tho-betler. 

Mr.  McKAY  said  he  hoped  this  deliatewoii" 
not  be  prolonged.  He  had  himself  received  lettei* 
representing  that  il  would  be  injurious  10  the  ooo- 
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mercial  intcrpsis  if  it  were  to  go  into  opprntion 
on  the  Ist  of  September.  Kor  liimself,  he  was 
iirJiflVnnil  wlitilii  r  llic  lime  slioiild  lie  fixed  b  few 
raontlis  earlier  or  later.  Tin;  committee  linti  Ijeen 
governed  bj*  former  legislation  on  the  K;ime  auh- 
jccl.  Me  would  propose, a.""  nn  amendment  to  the 
motion  of  the  genileixan  from  Pennsylvania,  to 
fix  the  1st  of  July. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  remarked  that  it 
would  possibly  bo  impraclicuble  that  the  bill 
should  go  into  optrraiion  on  the  1st  of  July — 
nllowing  n  fnir  lime  for  ils  consideralion  bolli  in 
ihc  House  anil  in  the  Senate.  He  thought,  how- 
ever, it  would  l)i'  better  not  to  fix  upon  any  spe- 
cific day,  until  the  meril8  of  the  bill  hnu  been 
diseuiised. 

Mr.  PAV'NE  said  he  was  in  favor  of  the  cnr- 
lie.sl  day  that  could  be  fixed  upon,  on  which  the. 
bill  could  ^o  into  operalicm.  He  had  yet  to  learn 
why  it  was  thai, after  jjentlemen  had  enjoyed  iho 
benefits  of  the  law  which  they  hod  pn3.sea  some 
time  since,  and  which  went  into  operation  with 
so  much  hasie,  ihey  had  any  right  to  come  for- 
ward and  ask  that  the  operation  of  a  bill  to  be 
now  pas^d  should  be  postponed.  But  perhaps 
he  was  not  enliiled.to  lake  this  "round;  for  one 
of  the  gentlemen  who  preceded  him  intimated 
that  I  he  Suiitli  hud  no  right  to  interfere  with  the 
subject.  The  South  lind  an  interest  in  evfry 
American  question;  and  in  this  one  he  appre- 
hended lliat  the  South  had  as  much,  if  not  m<uo, 
intcn;st  than  any  niher  portion  of  the  Union.  He 
would  Uikc  the  liberty  of  making  one  olher  re- 
mark: thalif  it»were  not  for  the  Direct  interest  of 
gentlemen  on  ihallloor,  when  the  liill  of  1843  was 
passed,  it  would  never  have  become  a  law.  Gen- 
tlemen who  were  putting  money  in  their  own 
pockets  by  means  of  that  bill 

The  CHAIRMAN  observed  that  the  question 
before  the  House  was,  as  to  the  time  wlieii  the 
bill  should  go  into  operation. 

Mr.  PAYNE  proceeded.  He  admired  ihe  mod- 
esty of  gentlemen  in  warning  iIh.'  South  ag.iinsi 
interfering  with  the  business  of  the  country.  The 
ccnilemnnfrom  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Wintiirop] 
had  intimated  that  it  was  neces.sary  to  give  notice 
to  commercial  men  who  may  have  ordered  their 
£hipineiit.<<.  He  did  not  suppose  Ihui  any  individ- 
ual engaged  in  commerce,  who  had  orHered  his 
goods,  could  be  injuriously  artecled  by  a  modifi- 
cation of  the  larifl'  which  would  admit  those  goods 
at  a  lower  rate.  He  did  not  ihink  they  would  be 
obliged  to  the  gentleman  for  the  apology  he  hud 
made  forthem.  On  llieconlrary,they  would  lliunk 
the  House  for  letting  in  their  goods  at  a  cheaper 
rale  than  under  the  robbing,  [jlundering  system 
which  would  be  superseded  by  this  act. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  of  Pennsylvania,  said  that' he 
was  opposed  to  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina,  on  the  jround  that  it  would 
force  this  bill  loo  soon  into  operation;  but  he  must 
udinit  that  the  amendment  was  consistent  with 
the  whole  spirit  of  the  bill.  The  t^uiff  act  of  184^, 
which  Ihis  bill  pro|jOSes  materially  to  change,  was 
called  for  by  the  immediate  and  pressing  neces- 
sity of  the  country — a  diminished  TriaKury,and 
the  prostrate  condition  of  the  industry  of  Iho 
country.  The  expenditures  of  the  Government 
were  exceeding  its  income;  the  currency  was  de- 
ranged; commerce  and  manufiicturcs  were  lan- 
guishing; and  all  ihc  industry  of  the  country  was 
cmbarr.i.sscd.  Was  that  a  lime  for  delay  .-  Was 
that  u  lime  for  doubl ':  Was  that  a  lime  for  stand- 
ing still,  and  paying  no  attention  lo  the  voice  of 
the  couniry  calling  for  reliif?  No,  sir;  the  bill 
v/as  passed  in  August,  lo  take  effect  in  September; 
and  what  was  the  result?  Why,  tin  y  saw  ihe 
whole  condition  of  the  couniry  changeii.  Com- 
merce was  advancing;  manufactures  were  fltiur- 
ishing;  ihe  revenues  of  tlie  Goverimient  were 
increasing,  and  the  whole  country  was  prosper- 
ous. The  bill  was  passed  to  ntlieve  the  wants  of 
the  Government  and  the  wauls  of  the  peo)ile,and 
it  nocompiished  what  was  promised  for  it.  The 
wanlj)  of  the  [)coplc  have  been  relieved,  and  our 
rovcnuca  are  prosperous  lieyond  what  ihey  have 
been  for  years  past.  The  gentleman  from  Ala- 
bama [.Mr.  Pavne]  spoke  in  terms  of  indignation 
of  the  act  of  IK13,  and  called  this  bill  an  Amer- 
ican bill,  and  the  question  pending  an  American 
question.  He  sliould  not  pretend  to  discuss  the 
meriis  of  the  bill  at  this  lime,  b'lt  he  would  be 
prepared,  when  in  order  to  do  bo,  to  show  that  it 
was  a  British  bill,  and  a  British  question.  Every 


duly  in  it  seemed  to  have  been  imposed  for  thfc 
purpose  of  encouraging  British  industry, and  dis- 
couraging American  induotry.  It  was  an  Amer- 
ican question,  however,  whether  the  tariff  act  of 
1843,  with  ils  beneficent  provisions,  should  still 
be  permilicd  to  bless  the  county.  Mr.  M.  then 
went. on  lo  argue  that  the  commencement  of  the 
operations  of  Ihe  bill  at  so  larly  a  day  as  1st  July 
next  would  operate  most  injuriously  on  the  com- 
merce and  manufaclures  of  the  country. 

Mr.  OWEN  got  the  floor,  and  observed  that  if 
it  was  in  order  for  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania [Mr.  Morris]  lo  discu.ss  the  merits  of  the 
bill,  it  certainly  was  in  (u'der  for  him  to  do  so. 

The  CHAIRMAN  said  that  the  gcntlemiui 
from  Indiana  would  see  that  it  was  impossible 
for  him  tojirevenl  the  range  that  tlur  debate  was 
taking.  Pie  could  only  decide  thai  a  gentleman 
was  irrelevant  whi'n  ho  was  railed  to  order. 

Mr.  STEWART,  of  Pennsylvania,  asked  if  it 
would  be  in  order  for  him  to  move  andlher  day 
beyond  that  named  in  the  motion  of  thegenllemaii 
from  North  Carolina.' 

The  CH.\IRMAN  said  that  it  would  not;  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  being  an  omendmcut  to 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  WINTHROP,  by  permission  of  Ihc  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana,  made  a  brief  explanation  of 
the  effects  that  the  commencement  of  the  bill  in 
July  next,  would  have  on  the  mcrchaott«of  Bos- 
ton. ^ 

Mr.  OWEN  then  commenced  his  rt'marks;  but 
had  not  proceeded  more  than  two  or  three  min- 
utes, when 

Mr.  HUDSON  called  him  to  order  for  irrele-. 
vancy.  If  the  genileirinn  was  allowed  lo  speak 
to  the  merits  of  ihe  bill,  he  would  have  no  oljjec- 
lions,  provided  it  was  with  Ihe  general  under- 
standing that  the  debate  was  to  proceed  in  the 
same  way.    

Mr.  RIIETT  observed  that,  when  the  gentle- 
nvin  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Morris]  was  speak- 
ing, the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  did  not 
call  him  to  order,  though  ho  spoke  to  the  whole 
merits  of  the  bill,  its  elfecls  on  the  revenue,  and 
ihe  business  of  the  country. ' 

The  CHAIRMAN  decided  that  the  remarks 
of  the  geiuliMuan  from  Indiana  were  irrelevant. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment,  and  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive— ayes  48,  noes  95. 

Mr.  STEWART,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  to 
amend  the  amendment  by  substituting"  1846"  for 
"  184."); "so  as  to  postpone  the  operation  of  ihc  bill 
till  1846. 

The  amendment  was  rejected — ayes  70,  noes 
73. 

Mr.  STEWART,  of  Pennsylvania, then  offered 
an  amendment  providing  that  the  bill  shall  not  take 
effect  till  the  Isl  day  of  January,  1847.  His  ob- 
ji;ctwa3  to  defeat  the  bill;  and  as  iho  amendment, 
if  curried, would  be  equivalent  to  a  rejection,  he 
thought  the  question  might  as  well  bo  taken  now 
as  any  olher  lime. 

The  CHAIRMAN  calliHl  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  to  order. 

Mr.  STEWART,  of  Pennsylvania,  continued. 
He  propo.sed  to  strike  out  "184.'>,"  and  insert 
"  1850,"  so  that  the  people  vv^ould,  in  the  mean 
lime,  have  an  opportunity  lo  net  upon  Ihis  bill, 
which  was  one.of  grout  importance  to  the  whole 
Union.  The  existing  laril)  ha<l  been  passed  but 
a  year  or  two  ago,  in  1842,  and  there  had  been  no 
time  vet  to  determine  whether  its  operation  was 
benertciul  or  injurious.  Ho  would,  however,  add 
that  every  si'ction  of  the  couniry  was  jirospiirous. 

The  CHAIRMAN  again  intimated  lo  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  that  he  was  not  con- 
fining him.self  to  the  limit  which  his  amendment 
prescribed. 

Mr.  STEWART,  of  Pennsylvania,  said  he  was' 
arguing  in  favorof  his  amendment.  Ho  was  show- 
ing ihui  it  was  jiroper  lo  postpone  the  operation 
of  this  bill  to  a  distant  day. 

Mr.  COBB  ro.se  lo  a  question  of  order.  If  ihe 
Chair  decided  that  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania was  out  of  order,  he  hoped  the  rule  would 
be  enforced,  and  that  the  gentleman  would  be 
required  to  lake  his  seat. 

The  CHAIRMAN  remarked  that  the  question 
was  confined  to  a  very  narrow  limit,  and  he  hoped 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  would  confine 
himself  lo  il. 

Mr.  STEWART,  of  Pennsylvania,  stiid  it  was 


a  question  of  lime.  The  question  was,  whether 
they  should  fix  1845  or  1847;  and  he  deemed  it  in 
order  lo  show  the  propriety  of  postpsning  to  the 
latest  day.    _  '  "         '. 

Mr.  GIIA'PMAN  wished  tli'o  ^ntlefnaii  to  say 
what  his  motjon  was, that  they  mrglit  understand 
what  they  were  about.  Was  the  giiyleman's  mo- 
tion to  postpone  lo  1R47  (Ulo  1850?       •* 

Mr.  STEWART,  of  Pem.sylvanla,  said  his 
motion  was  to  postpone  to  18^7.      •     . 

Mr.  RIIET'l  maie  a  few  observations,  in  which' 
he  was  understood  lo  urge  the:;  fruillessiies'a  of 
offering  such  an  ami-ndineni.  *"/ 

Mr.  DICKINSON  entreated  the  gentleman  from 
PennsylvJinia  to  withdraw'  his  proposition,  llmt 
they  might  go  to  the  discussion  of  the  principles 
of  the  bill. 

Mr.  STEWART,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  under- 
stood lo  assent. 

The  CHAIRMAN  then  put  the  que.stion  on 
the  origiiuil  amendment  to  substitute  the  lstJan-« 
uarv,  1845,  for  the  1st  September,  1844. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  called  for  tellers;  and 
Messrs.  Stone  and  Dickinsox  were  appoined. 

The  tellers  reported — ayes  44,  noes  75. 

So  the  amendment  was  not  adopted. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR,  «f  New  Y'ork,  proposed  to 
amend  the  first  .section,  in  Ihc  fourteenth  line,  by 
striking  out  the  word  "  fifteen,"  and  insurling 
"  thirty."  Theobjecl  of  this  amendment  was  to 
cliang*;  the  proposed  ad  ralorem  iluly  on  all  coar.sc 
unmanufactured  wool,  the  value  wherr-of,  at  the 
last  port  or  place  whence  exported  to  the  United 
Slates,  shall  be  seven  cenls  or  under  per  pound, 
from  fifteen  to  tliirty  per  cent.  In  the  bill  of  1842 
the  duty  is  five  percent.  He  said  lie  did  not  pro- 
pose to  enter  into  the  discussion  of  the  principles 
of  Ihis  bill  ot  this  lime,  but  would  give  way  to 
others,  who  were  anxious  lo  enter  into  the  dis- 
cussion. 

Mr.  OWEN  then  obtained  the  floor,  and  ad- 
dressed the  committee  at  length. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  of  Indiana.  Much  has  been 
said  about  the  operation  of  the  tariff  of  1842,  ond 
its  influence  in  the  country,  with  the  mere  parti- 
san, who  seeks  not  for  trulh  for  ils  own  sake,  but 
for  whatever  maybe  held  up  plausibly  before  the 
country  as  a  good  instrument  of  party  warfare. 
Il  seeing  sufficient  to  say  that  the  tariff  was  passed 
in  1842;  this  is  1844;  we  are  prospering  now, 
therefore  the  tariff  of  1842is  the  cause  of  the  pros- 
perity of  1844.  This  is  his  reasoning,  and  he  does 
not  suppose  that  any  man  is  vain  enough  lo  stop 
by  the  wnyside  and  make  inquiries.  Hut  with  this 
wholesale  assertion,  he  passes  on,  not  supposing 
for  a  moment  that  the  mass  of  our  people  will  in- 
quire into  this  question,  and  all  others,  for  them- 
selves, and  not  rest  on  mere  assertion  or  conclu- 
sion of  others.     But  we  shall  see  how  this'is. 

The  act  was  passed  in  August,  1842.  The 
business  of  the  country,  all  agree,  continued,  for 
more  than  a  year  after  ils  passage,  in  a  state  of 
depression — of  in.ictivity .  It  was  pas.scd  at  a  time 
when  the  nation  was  laboring  under  the  conse- 
quences of  the  great  revulsions,  commencing  in 
1837.  Wo  had  then  acipiired  knowledge  from 
adversity  .and  n  returni<o  a  rigid  sysiemof  econ- 
omy was  apparent  every  where;  all  men  were  try- 
ing loMivc  within  their  means;  there  were  fewer 
debls  contracted  in  1841  and  1842  than  there  had 
been  during  any  twenty-four  months  foi;  more 
than  fifteen  years  past;  the  evils  of  ihe  credit 
syslem  were  fell  and  acknowledgid  by  every  man ; 
]ioople  everywhere  were  struggling  to  gel  out  of 
debt,  and  limiting  their  expenditures  to  the  least 
po.ssible  amount.  This  I  know  to  be  true  in  my 
own  State,  and  1  presume  it  was  so  in  every  other. 
What  would  be  the  con.iequence  of  this  gintrtU  ■ 
fart?  I  answer  that  several  results  would  follow, 
independent  of  all  tariff  regulations.  If  the  peo- 
ple were  so  universally  economizing,  they  would 
miy  goods  lo  a  limited  extent;  and  ihis  would 
cut  off  sales,  both  of  foreign  and  domestic  manu- 
faclures; that  is  to  say,  ilie  people  would  limit 
their  purchases,  whether  the  articles  were  made 
ill  Old  England  or  A'eto  England,  or  in  any  other 
manufacturing  region.  Imports,  for  this  reason, 
if  for  no  olher, -would  be  diminished.  Such  a 
state  of  things  v/.ould  reduce  the  price 'of  goods, 
as  ihat  is  always  effected  by  an  increased  supply 
and  a  diminished  demand.  This  might,  in  jiart, 
explain  the  low  prices  of  last  year,  and  an  in- 
creased business  of  itself  might  bring  up  prirx-s. 
Prices  are  now  rising  on  almost  every  urliclc  of 
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manufncturc,  whether  foreign  or  domestic,  owing 
to  lliin  cause  and  to  the  opurutioii  of  the  tarilT,  ns 
I  sliull  «hi)\\i. 

Two  tilings  liavc  an  existence  now  that  could 
not  bo  sitid  of  the  country  last  year:  a  perfeclly 
sound  cwrencyt  and  n  partial  recovery  by  the  people 
from  onbarrasfincnl.  This  sound  currency  is  ihe 
result  of  two  things:  on;  a  fact,  ilie  other  a  pr'm- 
ciple,  or  law  of  trade.  Tlir/rtc(  is,  tlie  withdrawal 
from  circulation  of  a  worthless  currency  in  the 
form  of  bank  paper,  and  the  resumniion  of  specie 
payments  by  the  solvent  banks.  The  priiuiplr, 
or  law  of  trade  referred  to,  is  this;  that  a  worth- 
less currency  drives  a  sound  cuireucy  out  of  cir- 
culation, anil  it  goes  to  ecek  an  investment  else- 
where; when  the  worthless  currency  is  displaced, 
the  sound  one  flows  i)ack  again.  As  Burke  said, 
"  a  pound  note  and  a  silver  dollar  never  travel  in 
the  stage  together." 

This  is,  in  fact,  the  reason  why  the  precious 
metals  have  flowed  into  tlii'  country  in  such  pro- 
digious sums  for  the  period  tluriug  which  the 
jmrificaiion  of  the  currency  of  the  country  has 
been  going  on,  anil  the  flood-tide  ha.f  been  during 
the  past  year.  We  .see  now  two  causes  for  this 
return  of  the  gold  and  silver — one  a  geperal  c:ms(', 
always  operating  under  such  circunistauces,  and 
the  other  a  temporary  one,  wliicli  must  soon 
cense,  and  the  current  setback  ai;aiu,  uniil  the 
pcrfeclcquilibrium  of  trade  shall  be  resiitred,  l.ioth 
as  to  the  precious  meials  and  all  other  eonimodi- 
lies.  The  leniporary  cause  was  mainly  this:  we 
Jiad  our  trade  with  Englantl  and  olhir  countries. 
That  trade,  on  our  part,  >;onsist(?(l  in  the  raw  ma- 
terial for  many  of  her  manufactures,  and  in  the 
wheat,  pork,  beef,  &c.,  of  which  she  has  bought 
considerable  quantities  of  us  for  several  years 
past,  for  which  she  has  paid  us  in  such  manufac- 
tures as  were  needed.  She  had  adapted  her  trade 
10  ours,  and  looked  to  litis  country  for  the  accus- 
tomed supply.  The  cause  which  I  have  nu;n- 
tioncd  dinunishing,for  the  lime,  a  demand  among 
us  for  eitjier  American  or  foreign  manufactiu'es, 
the  price  came  down;  the  tanfl"  interj)osed,  by 
[high  dnUes,  a  barrier  to  the  immrrtalion  of  many 
articles  which  could  not  be  sold  here  so  ns  to  pay 
cost  and  the  duty  or  tax.  The  result  was,  that, 
for  the  necessary  annual  supply  to  England  of  our 
products,  she  has  paid  us  a  considerable  portion 
of  gold  and  silver. 

At  this  point  the  advocate  for  a  high  protective 
tariff  looks  up  and  exclaims,  a  glorious  larifl', 
which  enables  us  to  sell  our  products  for  money, 
instead  of  giving  ihem  in  exchange  for  such  com- 
modities as  we  need  in  tvtrn,  to  promote  our  com- 
fort and  happiness!  But  let  us  look  at  this  as 
men,  and  not  as  partLsans.  How  long  will  this 
slate  of  things  last.'  Docs  any  man  believe  that 
a  trade  between  us  and  any  other  nation,  espe- 
cially one  with  whom  we  Hade  more  than  with 
all  Europe  beside,  can  last,  if  we  do  not  buy  their 
commodities  in  exchange  for  ours.'  If  we  sell, 
we  must  buy.  The  gold  and  silver  of  the  world 
are  more  commodities;  but  they  are  of  such  a 
character  anti  nature,  (hat  they  constantly  seek  a 
level  in  the  commercial  world,  as  water  does  in 
the  natural,  and  this  they  imtl  find.  If  they  gel  a 
much  greater  proportion  of  the  currency  of  .the 
world,  by  accidental  cau.sea  or  otherwise,  it  will 
in  time,  seek  and  find  an  outlet.  What  would 
our  condition  be,  if  we  could  gel  nothing  but 
money  for  all  sve  sell,  or  if  we  would  lake  iioth- 
•ing  but  money  for  wlial  we  sell,  thai  we  should 
establish  such  regulationsas  these?  The  fact  is, 
ill  such  a  slate  of  things  ns  ihis — in  ihe  very  lux- 
ury of  wealih,  we  would  be  in  llic  midst  of  pov- 
erty; we  soon  would  have  noihing  to  sell;  we 
very  soon  should  have  no  Inide,  no  purchasers 
of  our  couiinodities;  and  wc  shortly  would  be 
where  China,  iiniil  the  last  few  vi-ars,  was — an 
isolated,  oppies.sed,  benighted  people;  cut  ofl" from 
trade,  from  all  intercourse  with  nations — deprived 
of  the  iiuproving,  humanizing  beuefils  that  flow 
from  coiniiiunications  and  interchange  of  com- 
modities between  man  and  man;  a  glorious  priv- 
ilege we  now  etijoy  with  the  inhabitants  of  all 
nations. 

But  it  is  not  necessary  to  put  this  mailer  in  any 
stronger  light,  for  there  is  no  person  here  who 
contends  for  doctrines  of  this  sirengih,  nor  have 
I  heard  any  person  contend  on  this  floor  for  re- 
taliation in  the  rates  of  duties;  timtisleft  for  others 
\yho  do  business  in  a  small  icuy.  But  I  have  in- 
timated that  the  people  have  partially  recovered 


from  their  cmbairassmenls  of  past  years,  niid 
that  there  is  an  increasing  demand  lor  goods. 
Tile  abundance  of  money  always  causes  it  to  seek 
investment  in  all  dircclioiis  at  n  low  rate  and  a 
moderate  profit;  exiravagant  hopes  by  ihemanu- 
faetuiing  interests  havi:  ^a^lsed  thousands  to  be 
added  to  the  investments  in  this  direction.  .The 
plenly  of  money,  and  the  di^mand  for  goods,  is 
raising  the  price  of  the  substantial  arlicles,  and 
more  jiuriicularly  those  articles  upon  wKicli  the 
duty  is  high  in  the  Inrifl'act  of  ]84i3;  andtliepod- 
ple  will  find  that  the  prices  nuisl  come  up;  ihey 
come  up  already  from  tw^<^nly-five  to  seventy-five 
per  cent.  Under  these  iii(ltii:nres  the  woolens  of 
Germany  sell  ri'ailily  for  .twice  tlu.'ir  c.osi;  and 
many  cotttni  f:ibrics  of  Engrand,  logither  with 
bar  iron  and  hardware,  in  the  same  proportion. 
And  the  farmers  of  the  Wi  st  will  find  that,  in  buy- 
in*.:  his  b(dt  of  domestic  cotton  and  other  substan- 
tial articles,  they  will  cost  hira  from  twenly-five 
to  fifiy  pe^cenl.mol•elhun  they  did  twelvi' nionlhs 
since.  The*  efl'ect  has  been,  and  will  still  be, "in- 
creased imporlations  during  the  yi;ar;  and  sales  of 
foreign  g(j(»ds  will  lake  place  at  such  n  price  as 
will  ineetcostand  ihe  duty;  but  who  will  pay  that  j 
cost  and  duly .'  I  answer, as  all  men  must, thecon- 
sumer.  Another  effect  of  all  this:  that  the  price  1 
of  factory  sli>ck  has  raisi.'d  to  twice. and  more  to 
what  it  was  a  year  ago,  and  set  thousands  to 
bulldini^nc.w  factories.  Widl,  let  us  follow  iho 
process  tlffouEli:  when  the  manufacturers  strain 
every  nerTP,and  foreign  goods  come  crowding  in, 
what  will  happen?  Unless  speedily  checked  by  a 
modification  of  the  tariff,  1  aiswer  that  prices 
will  fall;  the  importer  must  C]Uil  ihe  market;  the 
hotbed  manufacluring  estabh.shments  must  die 
under  the  iinhealihy  action  of  a  forced  state  of 
things;  bankruptcies,  an  organized  .•system  of 
smuggling  will  follow;  and  if  a  few  yce.rs  should 
roll  around  before  this  calastro])he  happen,  and 
the  time  be  suflicient  for  the  ball  to  gather  largely,  I 
we  may  look  for  another  revulsion  which  would  j 
carry  distress  and  misery  throughout  the  whole  j 
country.  How  are  we  to  avoid  ihia  state  of 
things?  is  the  question  that  all  men  of  reflection 
are  willing  lo  ask,  and  desin;  to  liave  answered. 

Well,  we  have  determined,  that,  so  far  ns  the 
currency  of  the  country  is  connecied  wiih  legis- 
lation, from  the  past,  the  lesson  we  have  learned 
has  satisfied  us  that  ihese  instiimions  of  hanking 
by  the  Governmenl,  in  every  way  and  manner, 
or  by  associations,  that  they  are  imly  calculated 
to  give  suddeii  rises  and  expansions  of  property, 
of  inflation  of  prices,  and  sudden  depression  of 
labor;  and  iir  a  word,  the  American  people  have 
deciiled,  and  will  again,  whenever  the  question  is 
presented  lo  them,  tliatthey  arc  the  open  enemies 
of  their  peace,  comfori,  and  happiness. 

Mf.  DICKINSON  remarked  Uiat  they  were. 
still  for  a  bank. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  of  Indiana,  replied,  we  shall 
see  what  we  shall  sec  at  the  Baltimore  convention 
on  ihal  subject  by  you. 

Is  this  not  the  same  principle  of  exclusive  le- 
gislation thrown  in  another  direction,  Aaring'  the 
same  poiccr  under  another  name  ?  And  this  name 
is  beautiful;  it  is  called  that  endearing  name, 
.Imcrican  system  .'  But  the  question  is  still  unon- 
swered,  how  are  we  to  avoid  these  things?  these 
suddeii  rises  and  expansion8;nnd  those  sweeping 
calamities  llial  follow — reduction  of  prices,  pros- 
tration of  all  credit,  and  the  labor  of  the  country 
being  at  the  mercy  of  the  capitalists?  I  answer, 
ill  no  other  v/ay  but  by  a  moderate  and  settled 
system  of  revenue  duties,  which  would  act  equi- 
tably upon  all  parts  of  the  countrv,  and  leave 
every  pursuit  l(»  be  regulated  by  those  laws  of 
Iradi!  and  investment,  that,  in  the  freest  action  of 
the  American  mind,  under  a  just  and  impartial 
system  of  legislation,  finds  its  best  condition. 

Such  a  system  will  not  astonish  us  at  one  lime 
with  a  rapid  income  into  the  Treasury,  and  leave 
it  at  other  times  wholly  minus.  One  system  will 
support  the  Government  and  give  no  just  cause 
of  complaint  to  any  portion  of  luir  people.  The 
other,  irregular,  fitful  as  the  wind  in  its  operation, 
will  disturb  the  tranquillity  of  the  nation,  and 
leave  the  country  encumbered  with  debts,  to  be 
paid  probably  by  a  direct  system  of  taxation! 

I  have  said  the  tarirt'  would  have  an  effect  to 
increase  the  prices.  I  ask  why  such  investments 
of  capital  as  arc  making  in  new  manufacluring 
establishments,  and  in  enlarging  old  ones?  Do 
not  the  capitalists  expect  more  than  tliey  did 


undiT  the  fcnmer  tariffi  Tf  so,  how  are  tliey  lo 
get  it?  The  answer  is  obvious.  If  ilii:yliovcno 
such  expectations,  why  did  they  not  make  iiirrsl- 
menis  under  the  former  larifl?  or  why  ili  ihfy, 
with  one  accord,  oppose  the  red'.iclioii  of  this; 
What  1  say  f)U  this  subjifct  is- — 

1.  That  it  IS  absurd  lo  say  that  the  innnnr>c- 
turers  will  be  beni filed  by  a  tariff  wliiclicompclj 
them  to  .M'll  at  cheaper  rates:  that  it  is  only  equal 
lo  ihe  sentiment  of  the  coal  merchant,  who  uid 
*'  he  •l(»st  on^  every  bushel  of  coal  he  said,  l>ut 
made  uji  Ilia  losses  by  selling  a  very  grtialqiian- 
lily." 

2.  That  the  tariff  of  1842  is  not  the  sole  cause 
of  the  imporlations  of  such  amounts  of  .si>ecic. 

•').  Wlialever  asrcncy  it  may  have  hnd  in  tlic 
influx  of  specie,  has  been  a  consequence  of  itj 
prohibitorv  character. 

4.  The  first  effect  will  be  lo  raise  ikc  price  o' 
good.-;. 

5.  This  will  excite  both  imports  aad  mnnufac- 
tune.  The  result  will  be  a  fall  of  prices, Um 
bankruptcy  of  manufuclurcrs,  and  the  disutsiof 
the  country. 

6.  If  the  tariff  continue  as  it  is,  aficj  »iich  « 
revulsion,  we  might  expi-cl  su.ch  a  stale  of  pric»i 
ns  lo  amount  to  prohibition  or  a  pcrnmiii-ntly 
fixed  increase  t)f  price  at  that  point  at  which  tbe 
forngiier  might  come  in,  and  supply  part  o(  llio 
luaritet,  the  duly  on  which  wouhl  go  into  the 
Trea.'xiry,  while  the  counlry  would  pay  n  cnrrc- 
sponding  price  for  all  similar  articles,  domtatic 
or  foreign,  which  might  enter  into  our  conaunip- 
lion.  • 

7.  That  it  is  foolish  to  say  a  high  tsriif,  in- 
tended lo  exclude  or  dimlnisli  coniiH-liiion  from 
abroad,  can  increase  competition;  for  tliia  very 
siinpli-  reason:  that  a  part  cannot  bcgrcalcrtlua 
the  whole. 

8.  If  Ihe  duty  rcducx-s  the  price,  ihe  manufat- 
liirer  must  be  in  favor  of  abcdishing  all  dulirt; 
because  his  goods  would,  according  to  Whig 
lo"ic,  advance  in  consequence;  but  these  fcllowa 
lake  special  claims  lo  be  exclusively  friendly  to 
till-  nianufacinrers  by  high  taxation  laws, and  not 
by  reducing  lln^  duties. 

Mr.  W.  remarked  that  the  main  object  ho  had 
ill  view  in  discussing  this  question,  waa  loshnw 
that  the  larifl'  bill  of  184:2  rested  npoii  the  Ubtot 
the  country,  iiisiesd  of  ihe  %peoUh,  and  lh«t  d« 
agricultural  inu-resisof  the  West  were  opprwwd 
by  said  bill,  which  he  would  ultcmpt  lo  show  to- 
morrow. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  prog- 
ress. 

Mr.  C.JOHNSON  moved  that  when  tlieHorae 
adjourns  it  adjourn  to  meet  to-morrow  moniia; 
at  ten  o'clock. 

Some  conversaticm  took  place,  in  which  aeTOal 
members  look  part. 

Mr.  D.WIS,  of  Indiana,  said  he  should  mow 
to  amend  the  motion  of  tlie  gentleman  from  Te»- 
nessee  so  as  to  discharge  the  standing  commit- 
tees from  all  the  business  before  iliem. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  called  for  the  yeas  and  nay» 
on  his  motion;  but  they  were  not  ordered; ana 
the  motion  was  rejected. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


The  followina  ptifitinns,  prefciited  to  day.  wrre  haaM 
III  tlie  r,'porlen<  l>v  Ilie  iiiciiibeni  preseiiliiis  iIimii  : 

By  .Mr.  iltJGG:  'J'lio  pelilion  or  J.inK-s  McBriilcAcil  «"- 
•filly  lliree  ollierii,  cUizeiii*  of  Wairrii,  >lervef,  ii»l  Kiirt 
l.ilnnil  cciuiitie)*,  in  llie  Sinle  nf  llliiiol,-,  prartns  Uief»ok- 
li»hni<-iu  nf  n  mail  mute  Irimt  Mnmnoiiili  lo  IIIinoH  t'UF, 
III  sniil  Stale  or  lllinol.s;  wHlcii  Wii-<  referred  lo  lUr  Cn»- 
iiiilu'c  oa  tlie  Post  Oltiee  and  i*Of-l  itoaili*. 

l:y  .Mr.  tf.'MITII,  of  New  York  :  Tiiw  pelitino  "f  C-  ^ 
Slie'ppani  and  one  hundn^il  and  eirveit  ottierii,  cllizciija 
Ilie  county  of  Wyoniins,  Mew  York,  pmyinf  CoiigreM  » 
rejeel  llie  appllciitinn  of  any  Stale  «'»r  Terrilnry  ilial  IMT 
ask  to  lie  ndniitted  Into  llie  L'nion  wliU  a  eowlitutiwi  I* 
enilinc  flaverv. 

Uy  Mr.  I)IINL.\P:  The  pnitlon  of  clllrrna  of  Coilaa", 
Stale  oi'  Maine,  for  a  reduction  of  llie  ralet*  of  po*tase»« 
the  niKditioii  or  infNiitiealion  of  ilie  fraiikiiuE  P'^*'*'2Ii 
wliicll  was  rcfern-d  ui  Uie  Conmiillee  on  llic  I^^t  t«w* 
and  ro.<l  Itonds.  _  „_ 

ny  Mr.  IIUIIKE:  'I'lie  pi-lillons  of  Mcrrv  r.tiiii-.  TrflT 
Cilx-ie.  Edilh  (.<de.  I»abel  H.-isbei-.  Elizal-,<lii  II  ill.  Abtiiil 
t'olrane, Hacliel  Kowel,  SilUinit  Itoberl".  -^ ■•—  "^  ■  ^  in:<". 
Lvdia  riandiis,  Mercv  Wood,  .\nna  ^W  '*•* 

kins,  liulli  Lowe,  lUcliel  Miner, 'rii;iii;  "»* 

Moore, Abigail  Henderson,  Lorana  >leni  _  ^"^ 

bell,  Uelly  llc./.zard,  Eli/.alietll  llcalli 
llllable  (iiltnaa,  and  Klizabctli  Web-: 
pensions  fnan  March  :t.  1841,  lo  Marco  ...  .    .-- 

.Also,  tlie  petition  of  Oliver  llolbronk,  iu.  ocliali' •>•  l* 
lieira  ol  Jolinsou  Jordan,  to  be  altowril  llie  |»ii:ion  dai«« 
by  bini. 
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AUo,  Ihn  ptnilion  of  :*ally  linn,  for  a  ponsion. 

Al<o,  tlw  petition  of  Maniiitli  J.  Itttiid,  prnyiiiz  CnncrA:j« 
lo  hIIou*  pt'iisiiiiot  to  all  willow:*  who  wcru  iir.irrioti  prior  to 
Jaiiiiaiv  1,  1«00. 

lly  Air.  WliTIinKF.D:  A  petition  fr.iin  Warnn,  na;:i 
more  enmity,  Maiyiaiul,  reprcite;ittlistliat  llie  pri:£ii-iit  tarilf 
iia--*reviVL'illniilriti  all  itslinuielie."-,  □ailnii:isi-<|iii'iilly  c'voii 
ciiiployiiii-nt  to  many  of  the  p-titioin'r-i  wlio  were  witlioiit 
cmiiloyiniMil  liefon:  iLi  paHsii^i- ;  iht-v  lloTflnrc  pray  Coii- 
cii'£>t^  to  alii^Min  ironi  uM  l<-tti:>lalio:i  on  Uic  liulijnct. 

By  Mr.  linKltICK  ;  'I'll.-  p'tition  of  Sannl.l  H.  Ooul.i, 
for  till:  passage  of  an  art  aiifliorlxinj;  lllc  Treasnn-r  of  llii- 
Uniteil  ^tiili:-4  to  ri'rinid  to  Ikiii  inoiipy  paid  I'or  lanil  winch 
wi|4  urtL-rwarU-'i  fioiii  to  anotlier  iniiivt'ijnal. 

Uy  .Mr.  I*UHI)Y:  'I'lie  pi'tilion  of  :*oinc'tlir(:e  liuiulreil 
tntiabiljinlH  of  Urooine  ciMiiily,  Nt-w  Vorit,  for  a  reiiuction 
of  po<t|:inu. 

By  Mr.  liAMSEV:  Tin-  pptitlon  of  Jnooli  II.  I.imiar.  II. 
D.  Siiifll,  and  i*evi*n:y  two  orli  tji,  citizi-n^nf  lU;rlti<conii- 
ly,  renioiylvania,  protej-ting  ayatn^l  uny  inlerferenee  with 
liic  UirUrari843. 


IN  SEN' ATE. 
TOESDAT,  .Ipril  23,  IHU. 

Mr.JOHN.SON  presenletl  iliemcmoiial  ofBalic 
Peyton,  Uriittd  Stnlos  illslrict  iiltoiiioy  Cor  tin; 
cnsterii  disli'ict  ol'  Lniii.sian.t,  jirayiii^  ilutt  pro- 
vision iiiny  l)e  make  by  Inw  lor  tlie  sale  cii.siotjy 
of  iti.sam;  pcr.ioiis  cliarp'il  wiili  (lir>  cominii'.slon 
of  criiiiiiinl  olleiises  a^aiii.sl  tiio  Unitctl  Suilca; 
which  w.ns  lefirrcil  lo  ihc  Judiciary  Coinmilleo. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  prcseniod  a  niemorinl 
from  W.  K.  llobiit.soii,  u  italunt)izr>d  citizen  of 
Ihe  United  Stales,  n  naiive  of  Ireland,  now  resid- 
ing III  New  Haven,  Coiineclicut,  nrayin-;  ihc 
pasiiiige  of  n  hiw  protecting  nalur.ihztu  citizens 
ii^niiist  llie  chiims  which  may  be  set  tip  by  for- 
eign Goverriniints  in  lime  of  war  lo  ilieir  perpcl- 
util  allegiance;  which  was  referred  lo  the  Cum- 
millec  on  ihe  Judirinry. 

Mr.  CRITTENDKN  presented  two  memorials 
rroiu  liucks  and  Lebanon  coiinlie.t,  ruiiiLsylvania, 
rL-nionstrntingagainslany  nlieralion  in  the  present 
laritf;  which  were  referred  to  the  CommiUec  on 
Kinniice. 

Mr.  UUCH.'VNAN  presented  a  riiemorinl  from 
liir  religious  socieiy  of  Friend.s,  in  I'ennsylvaniu, 
Is'ew  Jersey,  and  Delaware,  strongly  praying 
ii^ainsl  the  anne.\ation  of  Texas;  which  was  le- 
I'eired  to  the  Coniiniuee  on  foreign  Relations, 
r.KrOUTS  FUO.M  C'CMMITTKES. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  reported  back,  without  umendmenl, 
niid  with  a  reconiniendntion  thai  it  do  pass,  the 
joint  resolution  from  the  House  in  relation  to  cer- 
Irtin  proinriy  puiclia.sed  for  the  use  of  the  United 
Stales  ill  the  port  of  Bath,  in  the  State  of  Maine; 
and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  H.,the  previous  order.-"  of 
tlie  day  were  postponed,  and  the  resolution  was 
taken  up  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  coiisid- 
1  rod,  reported  lo  the  Senate,  read  the  ihird  time, 
Olid  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MILLER,  the  eommittcc  on 
the  District  of  Columbia  was  discharged  from  th« 
further  consideration  of  the  memorial  of  the  offi- 
ccrsof  the  several  volunteer  companies  of  Wash- 
ington city  and  Georgetown,  praying  to  be  created 
into  n  separate  corps;  and  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Militia. 

PRIVATE  CLAIMS. 
Several  adverse  reporlsof  the  standingcommit- 
tccs  on  private  chums  were  taken  up,  and  con- 
curred in  by  the  Senate. 

WESTKUN  IIAlinOltS  BILL. 
The  bill  from  the  House  making  a|ipropriations 
for  the  iinprovemeiil  of  certain  harbors  and  rivers 
in  the  West  was  taken  up,  rend  twice,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

INDEMNITY  TO  NAVAI,  OFFICEIIS,  ETC. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  suppleineiilary  to  ihc  act  entitled  "An  agt 
regulating  the  j)ay  of  the  Navy  of  the  United 
Suites." 

The  bill  provides  indemnity  to  the  officers,  seo- 
men,  ond  marines,  who  have  lo.'st,  or  may  lose, 
prpperty  by  the  wreck  of  United  Suites  vessels  of 
war. 

Mr.  BAYARD  said  that,  before  procccdingany 
further  in  this  matter,  he  would  move  lo  strike 
out  Ihc  word  "sailing,"  before"  masters,"  in  the 
fourteenth  line  of  the  second  section.  The  term 
"  sailing  masters"  was  now  obsolete.  It  had  been 
changed  for  two  or  three  years;  and  the  same 
officers  were  now  known  in  the  navtil  service  us 
masters. 


Mr.  PEA RCE suggested  an  omendment  lo  the 
second  section.  After  the  word  "clerk,"  in  the 
sixteenth  line,  to  insert  "§000  to  a  chief  engineer, 
and  ^l.')0  to  a  Sfcoiul  engineer." 

Mr.  ATCHISO.N  intpiired  what  compensation 
was  provided  liy  law  for  the  engineers? 

A^r.  PEA  RCE  slated  that  the  compensation  of 
a  chief  engineer  wns  gL500  a  year,  and  thai  of  a 
second  enirineer  $.1)1)0  a  year. 

Mr.  CUO.\TE  had  iniiinaled  the  other  day 
that  the  maximum  fixed  by  this  bill  for  the  com- 
pensation of  petty  officers  and  common  seamen 
was  loo  low.  He  then  expressed  the  hope  that 
the  chairman  of  ihe  (>'  )mmittee  on  Naval  Affairs 
would  enlarge  il.  As  this  was  not  done,  he  should 
oiler  an  amendment.  Strike  out,  in  the  eighteenth 
line  of  the  second  section,  the  words  "  twcuty- 
five dollars  to  any  petty  officer,  sergeant,  or  cor- 
poral of  marines,"  and  in.sert"  sixty  d'lllars."  In 
the  ninileenlh  line,  strike  out  the  words  "  twenty 
dollars,"  and  insert  "  fifty  dollars"  to  a  seaman 
or  marine;  and,  in  the  same  line,  slrikc  out  the 
word  "  marine." 

Mr.  ALLEN  desired  lo  suggest  that  the  con- 
sideration of  ihese  amendments  should  be  delayed 
until  ih«  gense  of  the  Senaii.'  should  be  Icste'ii  in 
regard  lo  the  policy  of  such  a  provision  at  all; 
because  he  should  move  lo  strike  out  the  whole 
of  tin;  second  section.  Wheti  the  bill  was  under 
consideration  before  the  Senate  some  time  ago, 
he  made  some  observations  against  this  section 
of  the  bill,  as  introducing  a  bud  policy  into  the 
naval  service.  He  should  not  go  into  an  argu- 
ment upon  the  sul>ject  now,  because  he  did  not 
think  it  would  be  proper,  unless  the  Senator  from 
Massachusetts  [.Mr.  Choate]  should  withdraw 
his  amendineiil,  so  that  the  sense  of  the  Senate 
might  be  tested  upon  the  principles  of  the  second 
'section  of  this  bill.  Before  that  was  done,  and 
the  sense  of  the  Senate  taken,  the  amendments 
would  be  lost. 

Mr.  CHOATE  supposed  that  if  the  motion  of 
l\\u  Senator  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Allen]  to  strike  out 
the  second  section  should  fail,  it  would  then  be  in 
order  to  consider  his  amendment. 

The  PRESIDENT  suggested  that  the  proper 
cour.sft  would  be  first  to  perfect  the  section  pro- 
posed to  be  amended,  and  then  for  the  Senator 
iVom  Ohio  [Mr.  Alle.v]  to  submit  his  motion  to 
strike  out  the  section. 

Mr.  ALLEN  acquiesced  in  this  course. 

Mr.  CHO.'VTE  said  that  Ihe  eflect  of  iheumend- 
ment  would  be  to  raise  the  maximum  compensa- 
tion of  petty  officers  from  twenty-five  to  sixty 
dollars;  and  in  the  case  of  seamen,  from  twenty 
to  fifty  dollars.  The  clothing  of  the  marines  wns 
furnished  by  the  Government,  and  therefore  could 
not  be  a  lo.ss  to  them.  He  would  not  detain  the 
Senate  with  any  extended  remarks.  He  was  con- 
vinced that  the  maximum  fixed  in  the  bill  would, 
in  many  instances,  fail  to  indemnify  the  losers. 
Il  was  appaient  to  the  Senate  that,  if  this  bill 
passed,  the  Department  could  never  exceed  the 
maximum.  I  twasevidenl  that  the  amounts  would, 
in  most  crises,  prove  inadequate  to  indemnify  the 
losers.  Instead  of  making  any  argument  in  favor 
of  these  men,  he  would  read  a  passage  from  a 
letter  of  an  officer  of  the  Missouri,  (De  Selle,) 
which  describrd  their  conduct,  under  the  very 
trying  circumstances  in  which  they  were  placed. 

[The  letter  siatcd,  in  snbstwicc,  that  tluse  men 
remained  on  board  the  ship,  in  imminent  peril, 
until  ordered  by  the  captain  to  abandon  her. 
Their  conduct  received  the  highest  commendation 
at  Gibraltar,  and  deserved  special  commendation 
from  their  countrymen,  and  he  hoped  they  would 
evince  it  by  cheerfully  supplying  their  losses. 
The  letter  then  went  inloa  detuileu  scale  of  these 
lo8.ses.] 

This  bill  provided  a  measure  for  their  special 
relief;  but,  in  prii(>oslng  to  indemnify  them,  it  wns 
certain  it  did  not  cari'y  that  ol>ject  into  execution. 

Mr.  BAYARD  thnuiihl  $50  for  petty  officers 
would  be  sufficient.  Tne  amendment  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Massacluisetts  gave  them  $60.  Before 
saying  anything  upon  the  mcritsof  the  bill,  there 
was  one  part  of  the  amendment  offered  by  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  which  he  observed 
was  founded  upon  a  misapprehension.  "  He  [Mr. 
Choate]  proposed  lo  strike  out  "  marines,"  and 
made  that  moiion  under  the  assumption  that  the 
marine  could  lose  nothing,  because  his  clothing 
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forgot  that  these  clothes  were  deducted  from  the 


pay  of  the  marines;  and  the  loss,  therefore,  was 
the  same  as  that  of  seamen.  The  rate  of  com- 
pensation for  seamen  was  JlSper  munth,orS144 
a  year;  ordinary  seamen  $10  per  month,  or  gliJO 
a  year;  landsmen  J'J  per  month,  or  i\Oti  a  year. 
He  believed  the -marine  got  $7  a  month,  or  §84  a 
year;  but  the  Government  allowed  him  {^33  n  year 
for  his  clolhing,  which  made  {>U7;  so  that  any 
loss  sustained  by  him  wns,  in  point  of  fact,  the 
same. 

Mr.  CHOATE  said  that  when  the  amendment 
came  to  be  considered,  he  would  withdraw  that 
portion  which  proposed  to  slrikc  out  marines. 

Mr.  BAYARD  observed  that  the  question  of 
the  rate  of  compensation  was  one  of  judgment 
altogether.  It  was  not  a  thing  to  be  rtJasoned 
upon  a  priori.  Whether  we  referred  lo  the  ex- 
perience of  the  British  Government  iipon  this 
subject,  or  to  the  opinion  of  our  own  ofncera,  he 
thought  that  the  scale  of  compensation  fixed  upon 
by  the  committee  was  the  proper  scale.  The 
scale  he  found  (the  Board  of  Admiralty  in  Eng- 
land) was  lower  than  that  proposed  in  this  bill. 
[  Here  Mr.  H.  went  inloa  detail  of  the  compensation 
allowed  by  the  Board  of  Admiralty.] 

Mr.  TAPPAN  thought  that  the  proposition  of 
the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  went  rather  too 
far.  Instead  of  accepting  his  proposition,  he 
would  propose  the  sum  of  ^35  to  petty  officers, 
and  !$30  to  seamen  and  marines. 

Mr.  CHOATE  had  made  the  molion  with  n 
view  lo  indemnify,  in  an  adequate  manner,  men 
who  had  behaved  exlrcmely  well  in  a  moment  of 
tremendous  peril,  and  who  had  ample  means  of 
saving  their  elTecis  by  abandoning  the  ship.  It 
wns  not  an  application  on  Iheir  part  for  relief, 
but  an  application  for  indemnity  and  for  justice. 
If  his  amendment  should /nt/,  and  the  amendment 
of  the  Senator  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Tappan]  be  agreed 
to,  he  should  feel  constrained  to  vote  against  the 
bill. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  remarked  that  the  grada- 
tions of  compensation  for  losses  in  England  were 
made  nrcoriling  to  the  standard  of  the  rank  antl 
pay  of  the  claimants,  and  not  in  reference  to  their 
aciual  losses.  He  conceived  the  object  ought  to 
be  to  come  as  near  as  possible  to  the  actual  losses; 
and  that  the  only  way  of  doing  this  in  the  pres- 
ent case  was  to  take  the  evidence  of  the  officer, 
who  had  written  the  letter  read  by  the  Senator 
from  Massnchusetls.  He  luiproved  of  the  amend- 
ments founded  upon  that  officer's  representations, 
and  would  vote  for  them. 

Mr.  BAYARD  proceeded  to  comment  upon  the 
arguments  in  detail,  observing  that,  as  the  hour 
for  the  special  order  had  arrived,  he  did  not  wish 
to  interfere  with  the  right  of  the  Senator  from 
New  York  [Mr.  Wright]  to  proceed  with  his 
argument  upon  the  tariff  question.  lie  would 
therefore  move  to  postpone  the  further  considera- 
tion of  this  bill  till  to-morrow. 

THE  TARIFF. 

The  resolution  of  the  Finance  Committee,  to 
postpone  indefinitely  the  bill  introduced  by  Mr. 
McDuffie  for  the  reduction  of  duties  to  the  stand- 
ard of  the  compromise  act,  was  then  taken  up  as 
the  unfinished  business  of  Friday. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  concluded  his  speech  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  prohibitory  system  as  contradistin- 
guished from  a  revenue  standard  of  duties,  afford- 
ing incidental  protection.  Mr.  W.  spoke  for  two 
hours,  during  which  he  illustrated  his  remarks  by  • 
ample  statistical  references  in  proof  of  his  position, 
that  no  system  of  protection  can  be  dutiable  and 
cflcctive  of  the  object  sought,  that  is  based  upon 
the  princifile  of  prohibition. 

Mr.  D.\YTON  expressed  a  desire  to  address 
the  Senate  on  the  subject;  but  the  hour  being  too 
fur  advanced  to  proceed  to-day,  he  hoped  the  ques- 
tion would  be  postponed  uniil  to-morrow. 

The  subject  was  accordingly  postponed. 

POSTAGE — KRANIvING  rRIVILEGE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MERRICK,  the  bill  to  re- 
duce the  rates  of  postage,  lo  limit  Ihc  use,  ond 
correct  the  abuse  of  the  franking  privilege,  and 
for  llie  prevenlion  of  frauds  on  the  revenue  of  the 
Post  Office  Department,  was  taken  up,  as  printed 
with  the  amendments  heretofore  adopted. 

Mr.  MERRICK  remarked  thai  although,  gen- 
erally speaking,  the  bill  us  amended  was  printed 
with  great  accuracy,  there  were  some  few  errors 
10  be  corrected,  and  some  changes  in  phraseplogy 
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iiecossnry,  "O''-  "f"  wliidi  would  at  all  interfere 
•Willi  tlio'cliarnclcr  or  provisions  of  the  bill  as  it 
then  stood. 

On  liis  motion,  scvc ml  corrrciioiis  niiil  vcibnl 
changfs  were  accorilinjtly  mmle  in  ihi;  bill;  but 
as  nonoof  thesi!  ronrctions altered  llii'  principles 
of  its  provisions,  it  is  nn»i'ciss;iry'ospuciryilu-ni. 
Mr.  EVANS  moved  lo  amend  the  bill  in  the 
second  .section, by  striking  out  the  Oillouing  pro- 
vision, from  ihelliirteenlli  lo  the  ibirty-first  lines: 
Proviftcd,  Thni  tlic  oililors  nr  |iiilili.shr'rs  theri'of  [ni^wit- 
papers]  i^liiiU  keep  a  llsr  or  regisrer  of  :tll  pnpirn*  sunt  liy 
liiall  mill  i^nliji'ct  tn  piistneu  uiiiler  tliiK  law,  nullum  the  tliiy 
Wllell  Hciit,  llicolfice  \vlleVeilt;)>l)!iiti^dlbrlr!ltialiiissiiill,ulltl 
the  |Ki9t  (iliU'C  lo  wliich  Bcnt ,  and  fh.'ill  certify  and  return 
Ihe  «anic  qunrterty  tn  tin'  l'o«tmii.<l.T  Geiipmi  at  tlic  endnt' 
each  qtiarlpr.  (wlilch  xaid  i.-taien)ent  anil  return  ^hail  he 
authority  on  wtik-h  iJie  Po..itnia>ter  (JetiiTiil  sliall  cliiinie 
the  postinaiitcrfi  having  ehiirjji*  ol"  the  olhecs  tn  which  sncll 
rewHp-ipers  may  In'  s^-nt  with  the  atiinnnl  of  pn.sia^n  col- 
'  lected  under  llii'ii  law  upon  llie  same  ;)  ami  all  iiewiipaperri 
-  ot'anj  tindiT  the  »i£e  atorenaid.  tlie  editors  or  piihli.slii.Tsnt' 
which  Kliitll  ret'use  or  neclect  to  keep  and  return  the  lister 
re},'i»H'r  aforesaid,  shall  be  suhjeel  lo  the  rates  of  postage 
cliargeahle  upon  the  same  under  the  thirtieth  section  of  the 
acl  of  Con^rea^,  approved  the  3d  of  Man'li,  lt?J."j.  entitled 
**  An  act  lo  reduce  into  one  ilie;ievenil  acl^  lor  establisliiii'; 
and  regiiialiiig  tlie  Posl  OlHee  Department." 

Mr.  E.  reinniked  ilmt  this  v.'as  a  provision 
which  could  load  lo  nothing  but  enibarr.issinenl; 
itnevercould  be  executed;  it  vvimid  impose  a  great 
end  unnecessary  labor  upon  editors  and  publish* 
ers,  without  any  coiresponding  benefit  to  the  De- 
)i.|*.rlnieiil.  The  penalties  of  increased  jiostage 
would  fall  on  subscribers,  who  could  have  no  con- 
trol over  the  action  of  publishers,  for  whose  fault 
they  would  snller.  Hesides,  if  the  list  or  register 
is  not  sent  lo  the  Foslinasier  General  by  the  pub- 
lishers, ho  can  have  no  authority  to  call  on  the 
postmasters  t".>r  tl.o  po.'^tiigc  on  tin,'  newspapers 
liol  reliirned  by  list  to  hiiii.  In  short,  the  wiiole 
provision  was  embarrassing;  and  the  bill  would 
be  much  better  v.ithoul  it. 

i\'lr.  MEHHICK  said  the  provision  had  been 
one  suggested  by  the  Departnieiit  as  necessary, 
Avhen  a  former  PostT)f)ice  bill  wtis  before  the  Post 
Otfice  Committee;  and  the  reason  it  was  then 
thought  necessary  was  to  prevent  the  Vi^ry  em- 
barrassments which  the  Senator  from  Maine  now 
anlicipatetl.  However,  as  it  was  objected  lo,atid 
probably  there  were  grounds  for  the  objection — 
for  he  was  aware  ihere  was  much  dilHculiy  in 
adjusting  by  legislation  mere  otSce  details — he 
would  agree  to  the  provision  being  stricken  out. 

Mr.  BOCHANAiSrwas  very  glad  the  chairman 
of  the  Post  Office  Committee  hail  yielded  so  grace- 
fully to  the  very  proper  motion  of  the  Senator  from 
Maine  lo  strike-  out  this  provision. 

Mr.  HUJNTINGTO.N  also  complimented  the 
chairman  of  the  Post  Office  Committee  on  the 
plastic  manner  in  which  he  had  yielded  to  the 
proposition.. 

Ihe  provision  was  accordingly  stricken  out. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MERRICK,  the  second  sec- 
tion was  so  amended  thai  the  standard  size  of 
newspapers,  transmissible  by  mail  as  newspapers, 
shall  be  nineteen  hundred  square  inches,  instead 
of  sixteen  hundred,  as  jirinted  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  moved  lo  amend  the  bill,  at  the 
Tnid  of  ihe  third  section,  by  inserting  a  provision 
that  in  ail  cases  where  the  salary  received  by  a 
deputy  post  master  shall  not  exei'edjIilOO,  the  frank- 
ing privilege  shall  be  continued  to  such  posunas- 
ters. 

Mr.  ATCHISON  suggested  that  this  was  sub- 
elaniiaily  ihe  .same  as  an  amendment  heretofore 
offered  and  rejecled. 

Mr.  ARCHEU  remarked  that  the  amendment 
which  hud  lieen  offered  mid  rejceud  related  lo  sal- 
aries not  exceeding  twenty-five  dollars,  and  coii- 
cequentlv  was  noi  the  same  as  llnit  now  oll'ered. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER  observed  that 
this  was  substantially  a  new  proposition,  and 
therefore  in  order. 

Mr.  MERRICK  urged  the  same  objections  to 
this  proposition  which  he  had  enforced  in  relation 
to  the  propoKitinn  to  give  the  franking  privilege 
in  lieu  of  salary  lo  postmasters  v/hose  offices  did 
not  yield  them  twenty-five  dollars  a  year. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  did  not  consider  the  objections 
tlrus  used  of  any  weight. 

Mr.  MERRICK  thought,  with    the   Senator 

from    Mif'souri,    [Mr.    Atciiiso."*.]    that    many 

honest  farmers  would  be  found  ready  lo  hold  the 

office  without  compensation,  in  small  settlements 

I  foR.-their  own  conveiiieuce,  and  thai  of  their, 

I  neigK^ia. 


Mr.  TAPPAN  was  satisfied  that  many  of  the 
most  cfil<:ientand  trustworthy  postmasters  in  the 
country  would  immediately  resign,  if  the  franking 
privilege  was  withdraw  from  them. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  iiiquiied  why  some  such 
arrangement  could  not  be  made  for  postmasters 
as  that  of  allowing  them  a  certain  number  fU"  free 
covers  .«iiniilar  to  those  proposed  for  members  of 
Congress. 

Mr.  T.\ppan's  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  DAS'TON  moved  to  amend  ihe  bill,  by 
adding  at  the  end  of  the  seventh  section  a  pro- 
vision, the  purport  of  which  was,  that  ihe  Secre- 
tary of  the  Seiiale  and  Clerk  of  the  Hiiuso  of 
Representatives,  each  session  of  Congress,  furnish 
to  all  the  editors  (Tnd  publishers  of  newspapers  in 
the  United  Stales,  the  aggregate  number  of  which 
he  compiUi'd  to  be  thirteen  hundred  and  iiinety- 
seveii,  copies  (one  to  each)  of  the  annual  ines- 
sagesand  documents  printed  by  orderof  Congress 
for  distribution.  Mr.  D.  urged  this  as  an  im- 
portaiit  airieiidment.  His  object  was  to  insure  lo 
the  editor  or  publisher  of  every  iiewspapera  copy 
of  imporlaiit  documents  for  general  reference  in 
his  neighborhood.  It  would  not  incur  additional 
expense,  for  he  believed,  accordingto  4li«  present 
practice,  publishers  of  some  papers  receive  five  or 
si.x  copies  each  from  diffirent  members  of  Con- 
gress, while  some  editors  of  papers  were  wholly 
iieglecsd,  and  never  got  any. 

Mr.  l!UCH.'\NAN  consitli.ied  this  a  mere  work 
of  supererogation.  The  franking  privilege  in  re- 
lation to  the  documents  remnineil  undisturbed  by 
the  bill;  and  members  of  Congnrss  would  pay  the 
compliment  of  sending  copies  to  the  newspapers, 
whether  the  officers  of  both  Houses  were  to  fur- 
nish them  or  not. 

Mr.  MERRICK  protested  against  the  amend- 
ment as  unnecessary  and  embarrassing. 

Mr.  DAYTON  maintained  the  propriety  and 
advantages  of  his  amendment. 

Mr.  ARCHER  pointed  out  many  difficulties 
which  would  embarrass  theofficers  of  both  Houses 
in  carrying  out  this  provision — such  as  the  difli- 
culty  of  knowing  all  the  changes,  the  increase  or 
diminution  of  new.f papers,  &c.;  and,  besides,  he 
urged  that  it  would  be  throwing  a  great  and  un- 
necessary labor  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate 
and  Clerk  of  the  House,  both  of  whom  had  their 
own  duties  to  occupy  their  time  and  altenlion. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  ARCHER  observed,  in  reference  to  the 
eighth  and  ninth  sections,  that  the  franking  priv- 
ilege had  been  placed  altogether  on  a  footing  dis- 
satisfactory to  nim,  and  he  doubled  not  to  a  largo 
number  of  Senators  who  viewed  that  privilege  as 
one  of  more  importance  to  their  constituency  than 
to  themselves.  He  believed  the  objections  urged 
against  the  franking  privilege,  and  the  abuses  gen- 
erally complained  of,  related  cliiedy  to  the  trans- 
mission by  the  mail  of  printed  matter,  such  as 
political  speeches,  &c.,  and  not  to  the  mere  cor- 
rc.'ifiondence  of  members,  or  the  receipt  or  trans- 
mission of  manuscript  letters.  He  asked,  if  the 
privilege  were  confined  lo  the  manuscript  corre- 
spondence, what  the  postage  would  amount  to.^ 

Mr.  MERRICK  replied,  about  thirty  or  forty 
thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  ARCHER  thought  this  sum  would  be  in- 
considerable, compared  with  the  advantages  of 
continuing  the  frc#  intercourse,  by  correspond- 
ence, between  members  and  their  constituents. 
He  should  therefore  move  to  strike  oul  all  after 
the  fourth  line,  in  the  eighth  section,  and  insert 
after  the  words,  "  that  each  member  of  the  Sen- 
ate, each  member  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, and  each  delegate  from  a  Territory  of  the 
United  States,"  the  woids,  "shall  be  authorized 
to  frank  and  receive  hereafter,  letters  in  manu- 
script, not  exceeding  one  half  ounce  in  weight 
each."  He  explained  that  if  this  amendment 
should  prevail,  he  would  move  such  further 
amendments  with  regard  to  the  eighth  and  ninth 
sections  as  should  be  necessary  in  relation  to  the 
heads  of  Departments,  &c., 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  considered  the  principle  of 
cheap  postage,  and  the  conlinuance  of  the  frank- 
ing privilege,  even  in  the  form  proposed,  incom- 
patible. 

Mr.  MERRICK  was  very  sorry  his  friend 
from  Virginia  had  offered  such  an  amendment, 
particularly  after  the  bill  had  been  settled  down 
upon  in  Ihe  form  in  which  it  was  now  printed. 

Mr.  ARCHER  appealed  to  the  Senate  if  the 


objections  to  the  franking  privilege,  heretofore 
urged  from  different  scciiona  of  the  country, 
would  not  be  greatly  removed  if  the  sacks  oml 
packages  of  speeches  and  printed  poliiical  mailer, 
weighing  down  the  mails  under  the  prewntsyi- 
tein,  could  be  got  rid  of.  He  knew  of  no  belter 
way  to  accomplish  this,  than  that  of  conf.iiio" 
the  franking  privilege  lo  ihe  manuscript  corr^ 
spondence  of  members  and  their  ronslitutntj. 

i\lr.  MERK1C;K  made  a  few  remarks  in  reply, 

Mr.  SEVIER  called  for  the  yeas  and  n«ya; 
which  were  ordered. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SIMMONS,  who  exprcKcd 
a  desire  to  say  something  on  ihe  subject  of  the 
pending  amendment, 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENT.\T1VES. 

TtiEsDAv,  .Ipril  33,  laH. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  wasread  aiidapproTcd, 

Mr.  Pollock,  member  ilect  from  Peiuisylvanla, 

was  introduced,  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

C.\LI,  OF  TIIK  IlOtSE. 

Mr.  HOPKIN.S  rose  and  moved  a  cill  of  the 
House,  for  the  especial  buiiefil,  he  rcninrketl, of 
tho.sc  who  were  yesterday  apparently  go  eager 
that  the  Houst!  should  meet  at  ten  o'clock. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  mid  the  call  mi 
proceeded  with;  but,  after  a  few  moiiJcata,«u 
dispensed  with. 

E.XKCUTIVE  COM.MCNlC.tTIOXS. 

Mr.  McK  A  Y  moved  that  the  rules  be  KunMiii- 
ed,aiid  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  llic  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  oil  ilie  state  of  the  Union, 
for  the  purpo.se  of  proceeding  with  ihc  cantider- 
ation  of  the  tariff  bill. 

The  motion  was  withdrawn  for  a  mamesi, 
however,  to  permit  the  reference  of  ihc  fallowing 
executive  communications  Lo  appropriate  ccta- 
miitees: 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary,  tniu- 
mitting  a  report  in  relation  to  wrought  ir^n  can- 
non; which  letter  and  report  were  referred  to  tk 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

A  letter  from  the  Second  Auditor  of  the  Ti»i»- 
ury  Department,  transmitting  copies  of  suclnc- 
counts  as  have  been  rendered  by  persons  chitgeii 
with  the  disbursement  of  money,  goods,  Ac, for 
the  bcnifit  of  the  Indians,  from  the  Ist  of  Octo- 
ber, ia42,  to  the  30tli  of  September,  1843,  iotlii- 
sive,  with  a  list  of  naines  of  the  persons  to  whoa 
goods,  moneys,  or  effects  have  been  delivered; 
which  lelter,&c'.,  were  referred  to  the  Cummiun 
on  Indian  Affairs. 

THE  T\BIFF. 

Mr.  McK  AY  renewed  his  motion,  and  it  wK 
agreed  lo;  and  the  House  accordingly  rciohtd 
it.self  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  tbe 
state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Hopkiks  in  the  chair.) 
and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  urilT  bill. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  of  Indiana,  proceeded  to  fiiiiA 
his  argume'.'l.  He  presented  n  table  of  the  in- 
ports  under  the  present  tariff,  showing  that,  for 
nine  monilis,  the  whole  duiiable  goods  imported 
were  but  529,000,000,  on  which  the  whole  reve- 
nue derived  was  but  ten  million  doUare  and  a  frac- 
tion over;  and  of  this  revenue,  more  than  foor 
million  dollars  were  collected  on  Iwenly-lhrec  ar- 
ticles of  indispensable  necessity,  of  the  value  of 
about  seven  million  dollars — showing  that  the 
duty  collected  on  those  articles  of  prime  necea- 
sity  was  fifty-eight  per  cent.;  while  that  collecte* 
on  the  articles  of  luxury — silks,  wines, 4c.— WM 
about  twenty-five  percent.;  proving  that  the  tantf 
of  1842  rested  uiion  ihe  labor  of  the  country.and 
not  upon  ihe  wealth  of  the  country,  where  it  ahould 
r»st.  He  remarked  that  the  policy  ofsome*»»i 
to  extract  the  largest  amount  of  revenue  they 
could  from  the  smallest  umoiiiit  of  imports.  For 
his  part,  he  did  not  believe  that  this  was  ilictme 
policy  of  an  agricultural  people.  Their  intwHt 
was  to  raise  a  sufficient  amount  of  revcnirfto 
carry  on  this  Government  from  the  larscst  omoonl 
of  imports;  and  the  history  of  this  Govemaieat 
proves  this  fact. 

I  assume  this  position,  that  n  fifteen  per  cent, 
tariff  now  is  more  onerous  in  its  bearing  upontha 
people  than  a  twenty  five  percent,  ta  ritV  n-.i!  fron 
1833  to  1837,  owing  to  the  change  in  the  currency; 
and  I  think  that  tins  is  susceptible  of  the  clean* 
demonstration.     If  wc  look  at  the  sudden  riie<» 
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all  dcsr.riptioiia  of  gnod»,  liiiKia,  and  produce, 
from  1S33  lo  lti37,  nlninst  doiibli;  ilii;  jiriie  from 
ihiiariiclp  of  ciiltoii  lo  tliearticloof  w<in),  and  li.id 
lime  to  soo  iis  rifrcts  conncclrd  na  it  \v;u'  with  the 
iiifla'ionofinir<urriMicy,tli(Mmporlution  of  wheal 
in  1837,  Mr-  price  ihnt  the  same  brought,  the  duly 
])aid  on  tlie  same,  this  would  be  mo3l  niaiiifeiit. 

The  duty  «cis  KS  iiiohibilioii  in  one  stale  of  the 
currency,  but  il  tieieracisus-n  ioimfi; or ;)(o/cc(ion 
to  the  foreigner.  He  coims  in,  Hi)t  because  of 
the  duly,  l>ut  in  spite  cf  it,  uinier  un  iiillnied  cur- 
rency. He  pay.-!  tlie duty,  and  ihe  consumer  pays 
il  to  him;  and  lie  receives  the  advanced  price 
occasioned  by  ihe  iiillation.  The  consumer  pays 
that  duty.  Hut  he  does  lunre;  he  pays  a  similar 
price  to  the  producer  of  .tile  liomc  nrlicle.  Tiic 
difference  i.s,  that  part  of  the  price  of  the  foreign 
article  jjoes  into  the  TriMSury,  but  none  of  the 
price  of  the  home  product. 

It  is  one  of  the  case's,  too,  where  the  consumer 
p.iys  the  duty;  and  yet  il  cnniesoutof  the  pocket 
of  the  iin/)or(rr,  who  would  get  the  wliiile  price  if 
there  was  no  duly.  This  is  ttie  result  of  an  in- 
flaled  currency.  Il  would  be  a  good  result  much 
to  be  desired  if  it  were  not  true — 

1.  Tliat  such  an  inflation  inviles  foreign  com- 
petition,and  swells  the  supjiiy  frequently  beyond 
the  demand. 

2.  Thai  it  occasions  a  drain  of  specie,  because 
our  commodities  cannot  be  bovgitt  at  our  pricts 
and  sold  in  the  foreign  country  at  xound  currency 
pricfs;  the  result  »»f  wliich  is  <i  revulsion.  The 
1UI18  on  ihe  liank.s  laki'  iilace;  suspension  follows; 
a  debt  is  left  iigainst  ilie  country,  to  be  slowly 
paid  by  the  sluggish  sales  of  our  stjiplecominod- 
itiea  loj>ay  off  old  balances;  and  prosperity  only 
returns  with  an  equalized  currency,  which  pro- 
duces u  I'ealtliy  trade. 

Kul  to  show  the  effeclof  the  currency  upon  the 
imporls  of  the  country,  il  will  only  be  necessary 
to  examine  the  following  table: 

Foreign  Import!  and  Domettic  Exporti  of  the  United  Statet. 

CXPORTS. 

1K).5 r01.lt^ll,OB-3 

ma lUt),aiil,GSa  5,797 ,.';9S  llirren.<P. 

1837 9.'i,.'W4,4l4  ll,;l.VJ,J66ilecre.isp. 

!«» iW.ai'l.sjl  •IC9,4U7  Increase. 

I  KB) 1 0.1  Aa'.t'^l  7,.'iU0.070  inon-ase. 

ie-1'J 1  i;).ba'>A'H  I0.:BI ,743  lncrea.se. 

1  Wl lU<!.a*>,722  7..'il2,ai4  (Iccreasc. 

10*3 9-2,!ie9,9!)o  i:),4ia,7-i6  decrease. 

IMPORTS. 

1833 149,fc'9J,742 

ll«)6 ItU.lWll.na'i  4n,0at,09.')  increase. 

1337 I40,seu,ai7  4S.9i(U,blt<  decn  :i.se. 

1S3B Il.t,7l7,404  27;jn,(!l3<lecrea«e. 

1S!S 1C.',09-.!,132  4!<,:i74.:jt(  iiiereasc. 

1840 10:, HI, 419  M,SI.iO.OI3de<re.l»e. 

I»ll lL>7,946,i;7  2u,is04,6o8  Inercnsc. 

1643 10O,l6a,087  27,7^4,090  decrease. 

Il  will  be  seen  by  this  table  thot  within  the  past 
eight  years  the  greatest  variation  from  year  lo 
year  in  the  valueof  ourcxporls  was  $H,352,266, 
while  the  imporls  have  varied  in  one  year,  from 
1839  to  1«40,  $54,950,613.  We  see  in  these  great 
fluctuations  the  cau.se  of  the  revulsions  of  trade. 
The  niovenienis  of  ihe  banks,  lo  a  great  extent, 
produce  these  ups  and  downs.  All  expansion  of 
the  currency  creates  an  advance  in  prices,  and 
foreign  manufactures  are  pressed  into  the  market 
immediately  to  Uiko  the  benefit  of  first  prices.  A 
great  ubundnnce  of  paper  money  depreciates  the 
value  of  the  currency.  Foreign  manufactures 
seeking  markets  viH  naturally  rush  to  ihat  hold- 
ing out  the  greatest  profits.  Foreign  manufac- 
turers keep  themselves  well  informed  upon  mat- 
ters connected  with  our  finances,  knowing  that  a 
sound  specie  currency  dislroys  our  markets  for 
their  goods.  The  value  of  our  circulating  medium 
regulates  foreign  imports.  The  fluctuations  in 
bolh,  exhibited  in  the  above  tables,  shows  how 
inlimotely  the  iwo  movcmentsare connected.  An 
inflated,  depreciated  currency  would  produce 
large  importations  under  any  scale  of  duties. 

And  there  can  be  nothing  clearer  than  the  fact 
that  n  fifteen  per  cenl.  tariff  now,  is  equal  ill  its 
protection  to  the  Anieiiean  maniifaclurer,  that 
twenty-five  percent,  was  some  years  since,  under 
the  bloated  and  inllatod  currency;  and  that  il  is 
equally  onerous  in  its  bearing  upon  the  people. 

In  a  sound  currency  state,  then,  the  tariff  is  ihc 
only  thing  which  affects  prices,  except  supply  and 
demand.  If  nn  .article  comes  from  a  country 
wlM're  it  can  bi'  produced  lower  lliaii  we  can  pro- 
duce it,  ihe  Uuifl"  will  either  affect  the  price  paid 
by  our  consumer,  or  it  will  prohibit  its  introduc- 


tion. If  it  affects  the  price,  ao  far  the  consumer 
nays  the  duty.  If  it  prohibits,  mark  the  result, 
riie  consumer  is  left  to  buy  the  dearer  article 
mahufactured  here;  and  he  has  another  very  im- 
]Mniant  thing  lo  do,  und4he-t  is,  he  must  pay  his 
quota  of  revenue,  that  is  necessary  to  carry  on 
The  Government,  on  sonic  other  article,  or  he 
must  do  so  by  direct  taxation. 

An  idea  is  very  frequently  advanced,  that  com- 
petition brings  down  prices.  This  is  true  to  a 
given  extent.  In  t!-ading  with  a  country  where 
an  nrlicle  is  not  produced,  and  where  there  is  not 
t4ie  capacity  for  production,  the  seller,  if  lieliave 
the  whole  market  lo  himself,  fixes  ihe  ]iricea  as 
he  chooses,  having  no  other  rule  but  the  capacity 
of  the  consumer  to  pay.  In-such  cases,  many 
traders  iriight  combine  lo  keep  np  prict>s.  In  the 
commerce  we  have  with  the  (lifferent  pans  of  the 
world,  we  are  not  reduced  to  ihe  condition  of 
such  a  class  of  consumers.  The  bands  of  sav- 
ages of  North  America  have  been  such  coiLsumers, 
and  they  have  been,  so  far  as  trade  has  been 
conducted  with  them,  the  subjects  of  the  most 
avaricious  exactions.  We  are  not  so  circum- 
stanced. Our  people  produce  every  variety  of 
raw  material  or  manufactured,  from  the  toy  that 
the  school  boy  sports  with,  to  Pulton's  tltunder- 
boU.  In  such  a  case  the  foreigner  finds  compe- 
liiion  now;  but  competition  cannot  bring  prices 
down  below  a  given  point.  Thot  point  is  the 
cost  of  production,  and  a  fair  profit  on  capital. 
Bring  il  below  this  point,  and  capital  is  with- 
drawn until,  by  diminishing  the  supply,  the  prod- 
uct rises  lo  the  same  point  again. 

In  regard  to  any  article,  one  of  three  things  is 
true:  eiiher  it  is  produced  in  a  foreign  country 
lotccr  titan  in  ouij,  or  at  the  same  price,  or  adore  i(. 
Now,  if  il  be  produced  lower  than  in  ours — if  the 
tariff  exceed  ihe  difference — it  is  prohibited,  and 
no  duty  is  raised.  If  it  is  produced  at  the  same 
cost,  any  tariff  will  operate  as  ;>ro/it6i/ton,and  no 
duty  is  received.  If  it  be  produced  at  a  greater  cost 
than  in  our  country,  ihen,  of  course,  no  revenue 
can  be  raised  on  it.  The  duty,  therefore,  to  be 
available  as  a  general  rule,  must  be  such  ns  will 
enable  the  importer  to  pay  it ,  and  then  receive 
the  cost  of  his  commodity  by  selling  as  low  as 
the  cost  of  a  similar  article  manufactured  in  this 
country,  allowing  a  fair  profit  on  the  capital. 

In  all  articles  not  produced  in  such  abundance 
OS  to  apprtiach  supplying  the  demand,  il  is  evi- 
dent that,  as  a  general  rule,  the  consumer  must 
pay  the  duty  on  the  foreign  orlicle;  and  more  than 
this,  they  will  enter  into  the  price  of  the  home 
article  os  well  os  the  foreign.  Price  is  not  the 
capricious  thing  that  il  is  generally  imagined  to 
be.  It  is  subject  to  one  general  law,  from  which 
il  only  varies  from  accidental  causes.  That  law 
is  the  cost  of  production,  and  the  medium  profit 
on  capital.  Supply  nntl  demand  arc  accidents 
that  affect  it.  For  the  present  state  of  commerce 
and  of  manufactures  between  Europe  and  the 
United  States,  the  slate  of  things  is  such  that,  in 
a  course  of  years,  lake  any  given  period  together, 
it  will  be  found  that  the  cost  of  production  and 
the  medium  profit  on  capital  has  been  thegovcrn- 
ing  principle  in  determining  the  price  of  all  com- 
modities, accidents  only  causing  departures  from 
ihis  well-settled  rule;  such  as  inflation  of  ihe  cur- 
rency, failure  of  the  crops,  political  agitations, 
and  a  hundred  other  accidental  questions  that 
rnay  arisi?,  that  prove  nothing  against  this  well- 
settled  and  acknowledged  universal  rule  in  polit- 
ical economy. 

In  all  cases,  therefore,  as  a  general  rule,  tariffs 
must  enhance  prices  to  their  full  extent,  unless 
the  price  and  quantity  of  ihe  commodity  in  the 
country  where  the  foreign  article  is  sold  is  such 
as  lo  prevent  imporls  from  affecting  the  price;  os 
in  the  case  of  wheat  in  1837,  when  the  greater  part 
of  the  consumption  is  of  the  home  article,  and  a 
small  quantity  is  brought  in  to  make  up  the  defi- 
ciency. The  price  of  the  home  article  gives  a  rule 
for  the  foreigner.  But  if  the  price  should  remain 
up,  importation  would  increase;  and  the  price 
would  bo  affected  and  brought  down  even  to  the 
price  of  the  cost  and  fair  profit  of  the  foreign  ar- 
ticle; and  then  the  duly  would  come  off  to  the 
consumer.  And  this  rule  is  so  well  established 
that  those  exceptions  to  the  same  only  serve  to 
strengthen  this  universal  law  of  commerce  and 
trade. 

There  appears  to  be  one  thing  thot  certain  gen- 
tlemen agree  on  in  this  House;  and  that  is,  that 


the  country  is  in  a  prosperous  state,  so  far  as 
trade  and  manufacturef  arc  concerned;  and  they 
say  this  prosperity  is  owing  altogether  to  the 
beautiful  system  called  the  American  system — 
the  tariff  of  1642.  Now,  if  you  agree  in  this,  and 
you  speak  truly,  there  is  one  thing  I  trust  you 
will  not  forget — that  this  stale  which  you  call  one 
of  prosperity,  is  possible  without  a  »ia/io«al  bank, 
without  a  great  regulator  of  the  currency. 

It  is  nec|j|sary  to  look  at  a  few  things  that  are 
frequently  harped  upon,  before  we  proceed  in  this 
discussion,  such  as  the  following:  tliat  high  taxes 
make  goods  cheaper;  that  high  ta.xes  are  neces- 
sary to  sustain  agricultural  productions,  &c. 
Now,  ii^appears  to  me  that  the  following  propo- 
sition will  commend  itself  to  any  man  of  refiec- 
lion:  that  if  high  tariffs  (taxes)  make  goodscheaper, 
then  it  is  unjust  tothose  \rho  manufacture  them;  and 
if  high  tariffs  (taxes)  make  goods  dearer,  then  it 
is  unjust  to  those  iclio  buy  them;  and  with  this  sim- 
ple but  true  statement,  one  which  cannot  be  mis- 
understood, and  which  will  not  be  controverted, 
no  thinking  man  will  be  led  astay. 

Cut  there  is  one  thing  that  these  same  gentle- 
men must  do  before  I  will  be  convinced  of  the 
sincerity  of  their  assertion  that  high  duties  make 
Jotr  prices;  that  is,  they  must  put  as  high  a  duty 
(tax)  on  the  raw  material  as  they  do  on  ihe  manu- 
factured article.  When  they  Jo  this,  they  will 
at  least  show  that  ihey  ore  sincere  in  their  pro- 
fession; but  when  we  come  to  look  ol  the  discrim- 
ination that  finds  its  way  into  the  tariff  act  of 
1842,  it  will  be  seen  thot  great  jiains  is  taken  to 
let  the  raw  material  raised  by  the  farmer  and  used 
by  the  manufaturer  come  in  almost  free  of  duly, 
while  the  same  article  in  the  manufactured  stale 
is  highly  protected  against  what  is  called  the 
pauper  labor  of  Europe.  Let  us  see  how  this  is. 
The  following  is  a  correct  table  of  the  odious 
duties  under  the  tariff  act  of  1842,  upon  agricul- 
tural and  other  raw  material,  and  that  upon  the 
manufactured  materials: 

^Isri^iitturat  and  other  raw  material — low, 

IIi»Ie«,  live  per  cent. 

I.lnsced,  live  per  cent. 

\V(K»1,  eiieap,  live  p«r  cenl. 

I'lirk,  Imik,  free. 

II;i::s,  lor  ptiper,  one  cenl  per  pound. 

Uiiilts,  nttprepflred,  fitlecti  per  cent. 

Hllk,  raw,  firty  cent*  per  pound. 

BrUtles,  one  cenl  per  pound. 

Ura:.?,  crude,  free. 

Ilcnip,  lliirty  lo  llilrty-lwo  per  cent. 

riax,  raw.  one  c<!nt,  or  seven  lo  nine  pf  r  cenl. 

Lead,  crude,  one  and  a  liiiU'lo  lliree  cents  per  pound* 

'I'in,  crude,  In  pigs,  one  per  cent. 

Wood,  rough,  twenty  per  cenl. 

The  manufactureil  materials — high, 
bcalher,  lliirty-five  pt:r  cenl. 
Linseed  oil,  twenty-five  per  cent. 
VVooleiiit,  twenty-eight  to  jtlxly  per  cent. 
Ct»rK«,  made,  twenty-  five  to  thirty  per  cenl- 
Fnper,  lifleen  to  sevenleen  ceiiu  per  (louDd. 
(Quills,  prepared,  tvvciuy-live  per  cenu 
Silks,  yj  .W,  kc. 
ItruKlies,  thirty  per  cenl. 
Bras-s,  iniinutactured,  lliirty  per  cenl. 
Ura^ifl  kcllleti,  iweivc  cenu  per  pound.  "^ 

Cordage,  one  hundred  to  one  liuiuired  and  thirty  percent* 


Cotlou  ba;!<!ing,  lirty  to  eighty  iter  cent 

liuMdred  and  twenty  pec 
cent. 


Cotton  cloths,  eighty  M  one  ^. 


riax,  nianuraciurcd,  twenty-five  to  fifty  per  cent. 

Lead  pIpCH,  &c.,  four  ecnu  per  i>ound. 

Lead,  white  and  red,  four  cents. 

'ri%,  in  plates.,  twg  and  a  iialf  per  cenl.  ' 

Wood,  manutaelnred,  thirty  per  cent. 

Wc  hear  men  talk  a  great  deal  about  pauper 
labor  connected  with  that  of  manufactures,  but 
not  a  word  of  pauper  labor  connected  with  tho 
labor  of  Ihe  farmer.  You  will  perceive  by  tho 
obove  table  that  the  farmer  is  nol  only  compelled 
to  pay  an  oppressive  tax  upon  the  articles  which 
are  manufactured  abroad;  not  only  compelled  to 
foster  home  manufactures,  but  his  raw  material 
must  be  put  into  competition  with  the  raw  mate- 
rial raised  abroad.  Now,  can  il  be  possible  that 
any  western  farmercan  be  deceived  in  the  opera- 
tion of  this  tariff  law  (tax  act)  of  1842,  under  which 
the  manufacturers  share  the  spoils,  like  the  :^liare 
of  the  lion  in  the  fitble,  and  monopolize  all?  But 
on  the  subject  of  high  duties  (taxes)  making  low 
prices — one  of  the  benefits  claimed  for  the  act  of 
1842 — I  wish  gentlemen  to  bear  one  thing  in  mind; 
and  that  is,  what  I  now  assert  in  my  place,  that 
under  the  operation  of  ihis  act  the  agricultural 
labor  of  the  country  is  more  oppressed  than  any 
other.  That  ol  this  very  time,  take  prices  as  they 
are — while  flour  is  selling  with  us  in  the  West  at 
from  three  lo  four  dollars  a  barrel,  pork  from  six  to 
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cislil,becf  from  five  10  seven — almost  nil  nrticlcs  of 
absolute  nccasilij  that  wcliavc  to  buy,  ia  aillingat 
twice  their  cost  in  tlio  countries  where  lliey  are 
produced.  Mark  the  expression;  I  say  in  the 
countries  wltrrc  tluy  are  produced.  Under  this 
uct,  the  price  of  our  iron,  pins,  cotton  goods,  and 
even  our  plowshares  anil  sujar  tlintwe  purchase, 
is  more  than  double  iheir  prices  in  the  places  of 
production.  And  will  any  one  tell  us  of  the  West 
that  we  arc  receiving  double  the  cost  of  producijig 
our  beef,  pork,  flour,  corn,  ilvc.!  \Vllen  men  will 
talk  about  rai-iing  the  price  of  beef,  pork,  flour, 
and  corn,  then  they  may  lalk  about  farmers  being 
protected,  liut  with  the  present  prices  of  these 
RTlicles,  while  at  i|ie  same  time  woolen  and  cot- 
Ion  goods,  iron, salt, and  sugar.arc  soldat  whole- 
sale for  near  twice  their  cost  in  the  countries  of 
their  production,  it  comes  willi  a  bad  graro  from 
tiicm  to  lalk  of  pro<ffrio7i  to  farmers.  In  fact, 
the  language  is  grossly  insulting  in  iheir  intel- 
ligence, in  addition  to  the  wrong  done  their  in- 
dustry. 

No' one  thing  has  helped  us  of  the  West  so 
much  as  the  liberal  movement  in  England.  But 
for  the  change  of  the  laritT  abroad,  1  do  not  l)elieve 
that  we  of  the  West  would  have  realized  more 
than  two  thirds  what  we  have  in  llic  last  two  years 
for  our  staple  nrticlis.  But  for  these  niarkels  the 
agriculture  of  the  country  would  have  been  in  a 
far  worse  siluatioji  than  it  now  is,  and  at  this  very 
time  it  is  the  most  depressed,  as  it  is  by  far  the 
greatest  intirrest  of  the  cotintrv. 

The  benefits  of  fiuelgn  trade  arc  beginning  to 
be  known  to  hundreds  of  my  own  district  by  actual 
experience,  who  have  taken  iheir  cargoes  of  beef, 
poik,  corn,  flour,  and  other  productions  of  their 
(arms,  to  the  great  southern  market;  who  have 
rowed  their  own  honsier  boatalongsidir  of  tlieship, 
bri^,  or  schooner  from  abroad,  and  have  emptied 
then'  loads  into  these  vessels,  to  be  transported  to 
some  of  the  islands  of  the  ocean,  or  to  the  shores 
of  the  01d.World;  and  though  they  have  received 
but  low  prici'S,  comparatively  speaking,  yet  they 
will  tell  the  advocate  for  a  high  protective  tariff,  that 
strikes  at  this  eompeiition  ni  the  market  by  the 
foreigner:  you  cut  olf  the  sales  of  your  produc- 
tions among  us,  or  tax  yon  too  largely  to  gel  into 
the  market,  and  we  will  sud'er  to  the  same  extent 
in  llie  sales  of  our  agricultural  productions;  and 
from  the  day  laborer  on  the  farm  to  the  heaviest 
agriculturist  in  the  West,  all  would  feel  the  eliecl 
of  such  a  policy. 

The  plain,  industrious  citizen  in  his  field,  as 
well  as  the  political  I'conomist  in  his  study,  knows 
this  simple  truth:  that  the  tialion  that  buijs  is  the 
natioH  that  sells. 

Will  any  man  tell  us  that  we  can  hare  a  home 
market  for  our  immen.se  productions?  it  is  idle 
for  us  of  the  West  to  expect  one  sufficient  to  con- 
sume our  surplus  ])roducls.  The  great  and  fertile 
valley  of  ihi:  iVliysis.sippi  alone  can  nearly  fi;ed 
with  her  agricultural  products,  and  clothe  with 
hercotton,  ihe  civilized  world.  Wliatare  we  now, 
and  whaVwill  we  be  in  the  future?  Look  at  iho 
territory  of  the  Northwest,  that  in  the  m-xl  fifiy 
years  will  bring  five  Bcw  Slates  into  thi.s  Union — 
the  whole  essentially  ;in  agricultural  region,  and 
will,  to  a  great  extent,  be  settled  by  an  agricul- 
tural people.  Already  is  Iowa  Territory  throw- 
ing her  thousands  of  barrels  of  flour,  bee(^  and 
|iork,  niinually  into  the  New"  Orleans  market; 
daily  is  seen  the  luimbli'  citizen  of  the  East,  with 
Ills  family,  and  those  of  the  Old  World,  wending 
their  way  into  the  bosom  of  the  West,  to  culti- 
vate the  soil,  to  till  the  earth,  to  rai.se  the  neces- 
saries of  life,  to  transport  the  surplus,  to  cause 
the  **  wilderness  Ut  blossom  as  llie  rose,*'  and  to 
render  the  once  uninhabited  fm'i'St  vocal  with  the 
praises  of  the  living  God.  Now,  all  that  he  asks 
IS,  that  his  Government  of  eqiuil  laws  will  not 
attempt,  by  restriction,  (other  than  are  absulutely 
necx'ssary  for  its  support,  economically  adminis- 
tered,) to  prevent  him  from  (•xchanging  his  arti- 
cles for  the  productions  of  other  nations  and  lat- 
itudes, that  he  may  consid<'r  necess;iry  for  his 
comfort,  peace,  and  happiness.  Onr  farmers  want, 
and  must  have,  not  only  this  Union,  but  the  whole 
world  for  a  market.  If  this  is  not  so,  then  we 
should  tear  in  pieces  our  treaties  of  commerce, 
recall  our  miuisters  a^id  consuls,  abolish  our  ex- 
pensive Navy,  created  to  protect  onr  trade,  pass 
embargo  hiws,  and  thus  draw  ourselves  in  fj-om 
Ihe  rest  of  the  world,  and  cease  to  have  any  fur- 
ther coiinectiuii  wiili  the  great  family  of  nations. 


But  what  is  more  unjust  than  the  duly  of  eight 
cents  per  bushel  of  fifty-six  pounds  of  salt  in  the 
tariff  bill  of  184-2?  And  even  at  this  price,  the 
manner  in  which  it  is  laid  is  not  fully  understood. 
I  give  yon  the  following  case,  to  illustrate  the 
operation  of  this  duty  on  salt  as  it  is  in  tlie  tariff 
bill  of  1S42: 

"The  rellowhia  nrc  the  facts  exhibited  by  a  cargo  iif 
Ivicn  t^all  just  lni|Mirteil  nnit  ^old. 

"  'I'lie  cargo  eorisL-Jted  of  itmr  tliou«and  cix  hnndreil  and 
forty-one  alc!l^ured  Imsiiel*  of  fine  Iviea  salt,  wiiieli  cost 
on  board,  coinniissioas  ami  .ill  elhirge:*  included,  five  and 
a  linK'cenls  per  bU'fhel. 

"Tlie  cu:.lnni'-liousH  aiensurers  made  of  It  six  llioUAnnd 
nine  liuadreil  and  slily-two  luHlieU  of  lifly-nix  pnuad^  ; 
duly  eight  cents  per  litl'y  six  P'luads,  or  twelve  cenl.<  per 
bushel  iiieaHUre,  and  one  Innidred  itlid  twenty  per  cent,  on 
the  eosl. 

'•Tliis  carsn  of  salt  sold  at  twenty-two  ccnt.s  a  biisliel, 
lenvln;  foar  and  a  half  cenH  irelglit'.  Hal  for  Ihe  duty,  It 
would  have  paid  the  Ba»*e  freiyhl  if  sold  at  ten  cent*  per 
bushel.*' 

Now,  it  will  be  .se(>n  in  this  case, and  this  fully 
ilUislrates  the  whole  system,  that  without  this 
duly  ibis  same  salt  could  be  sold  at  ten  cents  per 
bushel,  wilh  the  same  profit  to  the  importer.  The 
bill  before  us  [)roposes  to  fix  the  duty  at  twenty 
per  cent,  ad  valorem.  This  duty  of  twenty  per 
cent,  on  this  same  salt,  taking  its  rales  at  our 
pons,  would  be  two  cents  iier  bushel.  Then  you 
have  the  stilt  sold  at  twelve  cents  per  bushel, 
which,  under  the  operation  of  the  present  tarilT 
act,  has  to  bring  twetity-two  cents  per  bushel. 

"This  duty  of  I'ight  cents  per  bushel  of  fifty-six 
pounds,  is  a  higher  duty  than  we  have  ever  htid 
on  this  article,  considering  the  price  of  the  article 
the  time  ihenlherdutii-shad  all  lieen  laiil, as  com- 
pared with  the  present  price  of  salt.  Tlii.sTluly 
IS  more  than  one  hundred  jicrcent.  on  the  averagi; 
kind  of  salt  im[>ortcd  into  this  country.  On  the 
alum  sail,  without  which  sailed  provisions  cannot 
be  cured  for  long  keeping  or  for  exportation,  this 
duty  is  outrageous  and  oppres.sive,  and  is  fell  more 
severely  by  tliC!  western  agrieullurisls  llian  by  any 
other  portion  of  the  counlry ,  from  llic  heavy  pork 
packer  to  the  cilizen  who  only  uses  the  ordinary 
quantity  for  family  purposes,  stock,  dec.  The 
price  of  the  s;in-inade  salt  has  been  declining  so 
rapidly  for  a  number  of  years  past,  lliafit  is  not 
at  all  iniprolmblo  that,  in  a  short  time  the  cost  of 
it  will  be  nothing  more  than  the  labor  of  gather- 
ing it  up,  afier  il  is  made  by  the  rays  of  the  sun. 
The  people  of  ihe  West  Indies,  and  nH  the  coun- 
tries of  that  latitude,  and  even  including  the  pop- 
ulation of  the  whole  of  the  Medilerranean  coasts, 
would  be  glad  to  exchange  this  article  of  life  for 
immense  surfdus  provisions  of  the  West.  Re- 
move the  heavy  duly  from  thisarticlc  of  universal 
necessity,  and  it  will  enter  into  ihe  western  con- 
sumpiion  from  the  lakes  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico; 
and,  by  the  competition,  bring  the  price  of  the 
Kanawha  and  other  salts  down  to  a  just  compar- 
ative value.  Comparing  the  cost  of  its  protluc- 
tioii  wilh  ihe  gnat  articles  of  prime  necessity — 
wheal,  corn,  pork,  and  the  like — we  of  ihe  West 
recollect  something  of  the  game  played  at  the 
Kanawha  salt  works  some  years  ago,  when  a  few 
geiilh'men  of  wealth  (monopolists)  were  allowed 
to  purchase  out  other  small  capitalisls,  who  were 
engaged  in  making  salt,  and  actually  did  cover 
oversome  of  these  wells,  and  refused  to  run  them, 
knowing  that  they  could  make  more  by  running 
fewer  wells,  having  ihe  monojioly  in  their  own 
hands;  and  thousands  of  us  in  the  West  had  the 
extreme  pleasure  of  paying  from  one  dollar  to  a 
dolhir  and  a  h:ilf  piT  bushel  for  this  necessary  of 
life.  Gentlemen  made  fortunes.  "Protection" 
by  such  a  tarilf  law  as  this,  is  a  question  that 
comes  home  to  every  man  in  the  West.  Are  you 
willing  to  give  one  hundred  per  cent,  to  this  in- 
terest in  this  country,  and  thereby  deprive  your- 
selves, to  the  same  extent,  of  selling  something 
abroad!  Will  any  name,  however  beautiful  it 
may  be,  whether  called  " ^Imericnn  system,"  vro- 
(f c(i7ig  .iiitmcnu  iiuiiufri^,  or  anything  else,  induce 
you  to  say  that  this  duly  of  one  hundred  percent. 
IS  right?  or  will  you  say,  with  me,  that  twenty 
per  ci:nl.  is  ample,  ns  the  tax  thai  should  be  im- 
posed upon  this  arlicle,  a  proper  and  legiiimale 
revenue  duty?  .^nd  I  cannot  here  omit  to  use  the 
remarks  of  a  gentleman  who  is  wi'll  acquainted 
wilh  this  subject — the  conductor  of  one  of  the 
leading  papers  of  the  day.  His  first  remarks 
precede  the  publication  of  a  correspondent  who 
imd  some  acquaintance  with  this  subject:  and, 
when  taken  to  task  for  his  language,  made  the 


reply  that  precedes  his  corrcspondeui's  pubhci- 
tion: 

"  Salt: — l)f  nil  Ihe  wrongs  of  the  prut^ctivc  pnlicT.tliere 
are  none  greater  lliaii  those  exercised  Km-ardj  uli.  Sah 
is  nn  nrtieh-  of  ns  iiniviTi.al  neees.siiy  as  I'uel,  and  alutik^i 
OS  much  as  wnlei  or  air.  Ood  knew  ittis  would  br  tije 
case,  nnd  He  innde  it  aa  plenty  ad  il  fvi>ui4l  tin  nocuwan. 
Heavy  roek  s;dt  Is  neliled  willioul  lilwir  in  tiif  Wr*l  li»- 
dieit.  A  glowing  sun  lorins  li  in  the  sail  Inlies,  and  nlcinj 
the  iitrenins  whieli  How  from  the  sail  springs,  it:  riluoi^ 
less  qunnttlles.  The  poeir  people  of  ibe^^r  phci-s  IwTe  rioib- 
ilig  else  lo  exelRUige  for  provit>:uas  nnd  oi1i>t  iirci-nsahes 
of  llie  ;  and  tliey  are  glad  to  leing  the  sail,  anil  deliver  It 
on  boani  our  vessels,  at  a  vcr>'  nio<leral«'  cimipcnsatiiHi  for 
the  lalKir  alone ;  niid  in  pnyinent.  they  ask  nnly  for  pmris- 
ioin*.  Here  is  n  business  allogclhrr  of  .\nierican  itiduilr]r. 
fjur  farinerH  raise  the  prodiiee;  our  siinill  vcsscU  cirr^it 
oul,  and  r'-lilrn  wltll  <-arg.>e*  nf  sail.  Ttiis  tall,  uitAt  at 
God's  lannufaclory,  is  tile  best  In  the  world.  Men  f.-iQaal, 
or,  at  niosi,  have  not.  er|U.il<>d  il.  It  is  of  iinlL^pensalile 
necessity  in  preserving  Ihe  qiinnlilies  of  pruvistoiis  liiov 
country,  us  bouittilnl  as  the  supply  of  s.-ill  at  .\Bpiini. 
VViiv  not  get  our  supplies  atGod\-  iniinufartnry.aiidacrfpl 
llic  hooa  Til'  offers  to  us?  *  It  iji  too  giMtd  and  ItioclH-ap.' 
say  our  politieni  eeoilotnlsLs  ;  nod  so  they  gnt  a  lifltlit.aiiil 
goto  suit  making,  and  call  tliis  protcciiHi  .itnfruw^iiUat- 
try.  isucli  deelarntions  are  but  adding  insult  in  injur). 
Tile  salt  duly  is  an  enonnoiis  wrong  lo  ilir  treat  Wwl; 
null  we  li(i|ie  the  intelligent  yeonianrv,  who  nrc  Minare*. 
Monnbly  oppressed  by  il.  will  throw  llotVwltli  the  Indista. 
tion  wllicli  it  nieriLs.  Wft  give  below  a  wt-ll  wrillfnanjde, 
by  a  genllenian  pnclienDy  ■efiuaiiiled  ivttti  all  lis  druiU: 
"*  DcTY  ON  S\LT. — Messri.  kttilon :  .\inoii;.tlli«nflidM 
on  which  our  Uepresi-ntallve.s  in  tlie  lasn'ongn-ss  ili«i{bl 
proper  to  levy  n  heavy  tax.  is  tltat  of  siill,  but  itirvlal 
special  purpose  I  am  not  aware. 

'**Tiie  nominal  duty  on  salt  is  eight  cents  per  liaihel, but 
the  real  tluly  paid  on 'any  forrign  coarse  s.alt  faretceedi 
this,  as  lifiy-six  poniuls  is  de<-med  aadlnkfn  lobcalniM, 
Willie  the  s'alt  really  weiglis  froni  seveiily  to  iiinMr |«iWidi 
10  the  measured  bushel,  by  whicli  it  is  iiivarinUy  IniKkt 
and  sold.  'I'he  cost  ot'lbe  heuvirst  nnd  besi  artn-le  of  loi- 
eign  salt,  at  the  place  Avhere  nblailied.  does  not  rxcwd 
cents  per  men-iired  bii^hid,  and  Is  often  hou^lu  for  >nl^ 
Thus,  Insii  nd  of  paying  eigiil  eentrf.  il  really  pays  (oartNl 
cents,  or  nearly  one  hundred  and  tifty  p"r  ctail. :  and  Un 
lightest  nnd  poori-st  article,  sup|Mising  it  to  ro-t  iJie  am 
iwiee  nbronil  as  Ihe  best,  pays  at  Irn stone  buniirrd  prrcut 
*Mt  is  esliinali-d  that  ant  less  than  flltren  nnllioQ  hd^ 
were  slaughtered  in  the  11nili-d  States  in  ltH:i.  Of  llilvlUlft' 
ber  probably  twelve  inillioii  were  sailed— rcquii 
average,  half  a  bushel  of  «a!t — making  an  agjrr 
inlllioa  busllel-i.  Of  tlie  nuantily  i.f  iK-ef  skill 
packing  in  tlie  same  year,  it  may  ht'  safely assoi 
least  two  million  bushels  w<;re  used  for  eilrinf- 
liiakliig  the  toial  quantity  of  sail  usnl  for  cunn;' 

psirk,  i le  year,  eighl  inlllirui  bilslnfls.  In  lliiscily, . 

York,)  during  tin-  Inst  three  yenrs,  lliere  have  bt-s-n  inspe^rd 
and  rt-paeked  Willi  foreign  salt,  ovi*r  live  Uuniln-dltlonfUd 
barrels  of  beef  and  jiork  ;  and  it  is  t'airl.i  o»limnI.'  liiAlllw* 
have  come  lo  llils  elly,  during  llie  same  pL-rind.  »l  kist 
eighty  Ibousiiud  barrels  of  l>eef  and  pork  ins|Kn.lvd  In  tt* 
river  eountie*  of  ibis  State,  and  packed  Willi  llie  saineUld 
of  sail. 

•I'  Provisions  packed  with  ordinary  doinestirttllfiiKrl 
depn-eialion  in  value  not  luily  in  forvign  but  in  i"r  «l 
niarkels.  Is  it  noi  astonishing,  then,  thai  men  canbefomd 
who  will  ndvoeate  a  policy  so  directly  iiijurinus  to  wieM 
Ihe  most  ini)>orlant  lininehesnI'Ulu  induslryol  tliewony, 
and  ill  fact  lo  all  interests  ? 

"*\Ve  hare  ofleii  ,uidi-avored  to  show  thai  ibefrfllMi 
goiHl  lleing  who  creates  all  ihings,  anil  with  ibeinillte 
laws  which  should  govern  them, had  diversifted  ihepnidwil 
of  Ihe  earth  so  as  to  make  the  liigliesl  .ainoUDt  olliB"" 
enjoy inent  to  depend  on  universal  trade;  thai  Ilcliadd«» 
Uiis  for  llie  purpose  of  creating  and  perpetuating  ihtlW 
Intercourse  of  his  erealiires;  tlial.  lor  ihe  regnlnUM* 
this  Inlercourse,  He  had  eslablished  ncodeof  Inwsifli*^ 
like  all  Ills  other  laws,  lo  pniinole  the  higiiesllui(ipili«»« 
Ills  whoh,  family  ;  and  that  II  is  therefore  not  only  m  (* 
iev,  but  rebellion  against  iim\,  to  resist  these  law»- 
h.is  lunde  air  :  Is  II  not  a  crime  lor  one  l»>n:oo  of  IBM 
eniiibine  and  prevent  another  (wriion  from  brealhins 
'  He  has  in.ade  waler:  have  we  not  all  a  rtgiit  M  titvA 
lie  lias  made  fuel:  and  who  shall  prevent  us  from  beiiif 
warm,  and  call  il  goml  pjluyj  lie  lias  mad' sail:™ 
when  men  combine  lo  prevent  iheir  fellow-inenlmul  pay 
10  God's  depositories  for  supplies,  they  rebi-l  against  WB, 
as  well  as  wrong  Iheir  fcllow-ineii.  It  is  Willi  seBlnon"* 
such  as  these— not  ill  irri-verenee.  but  in  grolilu<le--*» 
we  speak  of  (;od'a  inamractory.  When  you  see  ran  Willi 
and  keules  bolting,  niid  producing  an-  iniperfyel  If'"!, 
whose  niaimfaelory  is  Unit?  When  you  seetb*.^" 
bursting  from  liic  side  of  the  hilt,  and  flowing 
valley,  while  the  clear  nnd  biiriilng  sun  ev 
water,  and  leaves  roek  salt  in  massy  tleposiis 
course,  of  a  qunlilv  which  no  art  can  equal,  w 
I'uelory  is  Ilia:  ?  This  Is  our  l-'allier's  mnnul^r 
Ills  children  are  invited  by  him  to  go  lo  it  for  si  . 
Is  daring  impiety  lo  inlerriipt  lliiwe  who  come.  "  ■' "1 
piely  In  reeognize  Uie  goodness  of  G<id  in  bis  wld' 
vision  for  our  waiiLJ,  then  we  have  been  guilty  of  impiiy' 

It  has  been  rumored — and   I  do  not  kno 
what  it  is  entitled  to  be  called  soiiielhingstroi 
than   mere  rumor— that  if  this  bill  passes, 
becomes  the  law  pf  the  land,  a  large  nurnl* 
manufacturing  establishmenis  will  inslantly 
operations;  and  by  thatnieans  hundreds,  perl 
thuusnnds,  of  hands  be  turned  out  of  cnipluy'" 
noivvithsUinding  numbers  of  them  are  nowdr 
ing  from  ten  to  twenty  per  cent,  profit. 

Sir,  for  what  is  this  rumor  set  afioal?  Il 
true?  Are  we  to  witness  such  a  rooTenieat^ 
a  combination  of  capitalists  at  litis  junction! 
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if  90,  for  what  n'n.son?  !s  il  to  apply  the  screw 
that  wos  oner,  held"  by  the  hand.s  of  tlie  capitalist 
in  the  form  of  a  Bank  of  the  United  Slates?  Is 
lliis  the  point  from  wliicli  the  money  power  is  to 
exert  its  energies  upon  liie  elections  of  the  coun- 
try, by  oppressing  the  operatives,  and  forcing 
them  to  yield  to  the  demands  of  avarice,  ond  to 
cast  their  voles  in  favor  of  monopolists,  in  order 
that  ihey  may  get  employment? 

I  know  not  what  may  be  the  object,  but  I  ask 
again,  why  this  rumor  at  Ihisjunftiirf  ?  If  it  is 
not  intended  to  operate  on  the  manufacturing 
population,  are  we  to  understand  that  it  is  hoped 
11  may  niarnt  the  apprehensions  of  members  here? 
If  80,  I  think  there  is  one  thing  that  is  better 
founded  than  <iji  rumor;  and  (hat  is,  there  is  a 
sircngili  in  (his  House  in  favor  of  equn!  and  im- 
partiul  legislation  rcs[)cctingthe  revenue,  that  will 
present  the  sternness  of  tiie  rock  to  nil  sucli  in- 
fluences? 

.Sir,  I  have  one  remark  to  make  on  this  subject. 
We  shoultl  learn  lessons  of  wisdom  from  the  past. 
What  question  in  this  country  has  ever  been  car- 
ried by  "panics?"  Let  the  people  once  see  that 
the  capitalists  arc  bringing  the  powerof  associated 
wealth  to  bear  upon  the  election,  and,  my  word 
for  it,  you  will  witness  the  same  uprisings,  the 
name  burstings  forth  of  indignation  from  the 
JJorlh  to  the  South,  from  the  East  to  the  West, 
that  once  swept  down,  with  the  strength  of  n 
tornado,  all  opposition  to  the  indomitable  hero  of 
New  Orleans,  now  the  philoso|>liic  sage  of  the 
Hermitagi-,  in  his  struggle  with  the  Bank  of  tlio 
United    Slates.     Sir,   I   have  no  wish  to  excite 

Crejudicc  against  the  capitalists  who  have  em- 
arked  their  means  in  one  pursuit  or  another; 
but  ho  who  slumbers  at  his  post,  when  money 
power  inoi^  be  ut\f(i  lo  the  injury  of  our  institu- 
tions, or  the  oppression  of  the  humble  classes  of 
citizens,  is  an  unworthy  sentinel,  recreant  lo  his 
duty,  because  he  is  desUiutc  of  that  unsleeping 
vigihino!  which  is  essential  to  public,  liberty. 

The  very  fiict  that  such  combinations  may  be 
found,  is  enough  to  excite  our  apprehension. 
The  industrious  farmer  in  his  field,  the  humble 
mechanic  in  his  shop,  the  hone.st  laborer  in  his 
garden,  with  us  of  the  West,  cannot  send  up  here 
such  a  rumor;  and  if  he  did,  necessity  would 
laugh  at  liis  folly.  No,  sir;  the  great  ma.ss,  the 
laboriiiir  millions  can  form  no  such  combina- 
tions; they  are  forced  to  goon — and  on — and  on, 
from  week  to  week — from  month  lo  month — from 
year  to  year;  no  time  lo  stop  for  panics.  No, 
sir;  this  IS  with  thogold-worshippingmiKtonoires 
alone.  Then,  sir,  it  imperiously  behooves  us  to 
look  out,  ami  meet  the  first  rumor  of  such  a 
movement,  by  grapling  with  it,  and  making  the 
issue  between  equal  and  just  laws,  giving  to  the 
laborer,  in  every  department  of  life,  his  equal 
and  just  rewird.onthc  one  hand,  a,id  to  the  cap- 
italist— the  monopolist — the  same,  and  nothing 
wore,  upon  the  other. 

The  fact  that  we  have  in  this  country  a  branch 
■  of  business  which  employs  thousands  of  hands, 
and  millions  of  dollars,  dependent  upon  the 
law-making  power — upon  exclusive  legislaiion — 
should  he  calculated  to  make  every  man  reflect; 
and  that  those  great  interests  will  slrive  with 
mighty  energy  for  power,  in  proportion  as  their 
dividend::  are  increased  by  goveriimenlarpairon- 
o»c,  ia  surely  enough  to  make  every  man  fear. 
When  the  lime  comes  (which  may  a  kind  Provi- 
dence avert)  that  we  have  incorpoiated  this  prin- 
ciple upon  our  instituiions — viz:  that  the  nuiion 
has  certain  peculiar  interests,  combining  labor 
and  capital,  depending  for  sucee.ss  alone  upon  the 
favor  of  Government,  flourishing  in  its  smile, 
withering  in  its  frown — then  has  all  justice,  all 
cqu.nl  ri-jlns,  lefk  us,  and  we  shall  have  a  Govern- 
ment of  favoritism,  and  of  exclusive  privileges, 
less  lo  be  borne  than  an  iron  monarchy  itself; 
Ihc  inherent  and  inalieiiabhr  rights  of  man,  as 
man,  will  no  longer  lie  regarded;  then  those  great 
political  truths  proclaimed  by  our  fathers  s'.iall 
nave  departed  from  omoiig  us  forever,  and  our 
name  will  stand  recorded  upon  the  .same  page  in 
history  with  that  of  the  unworthy  disciple  who 
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betrayed  the  "  Master  that  had  led  him  out  of 
darkness  into  his  marvellous  light." 

Mr.  W.  used  various  tables  during  his  argu- 
ment, and  embraced  various  other  topics  ond 
arguments  not  referred  to. 

Mr.  WHITE  observed  that  he  was  called  upon 
lo  task  the  indulgence  of  the  committee  in  a  way 
that  he  had  never  been  called  upon  to  do  before. 
It  had  always  been  his  practice,  in  addressing  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  or  the  House,  to  con- 
fine himself  as  nearly  as  he  could  to  the  subject 
under  debate.  It  would  be  recollected  by  the 
Chair,  and  by  the  cominillee,  that  a  party  debate 
sprang  up  ou  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  improvement  of  the  western  waters,  which 
he  felt  himself  imperiously  called  upon  to  lake 
part  in.  It  would  be  recollected  thai  he  endeav- 
ored lo  obtain  the  floor  to  engage  in  that  debate 
as  ikinailer  of  self-defense,  but  he  was  appealed 
to  by  various  "members  of  the  committee  to  re- 
frain, and  not  to  delay  the  bill  by  a  discussion  of 
that  nature.  When  the  eastern  liarbor  bill  came 
up,  he  again  attempted  lo  address  the  committee; 
but  was  again  persuaded  to  forego  his  intemions 
on  that  occasion.  He  was  told  that  when  the 
tarilT  bill  came  up,  there  would  be  a  deliate  of  a 
general  nature,  and  he  would  then  be  indulged  in 
making  the  remarks  he  contemplated. 

Il  would  be  recollected  that,  when  the  Army 
bill  come  up,  he  rose  and  addressed  the  Cliuir; 
and  according  to  strict  justice  the  floor  ought  lo 
have  been  awarded  to  him;  but  it  was  given  lo 
another  gentleman;  and  in  ten  minutes  a  resolu- 
tion was  ortered  lo  UTminate  the  debate,  which 
pa.ssed  the  next  morning  by  llic  votes  of  those 
who  had  assured  him  that  when  a  general  bill 
came  up  he  should  be  indulged.  He  did  not  now 
complain  of  this,  nor  cast  censure  upon  any  gen- 
tleman, though  he  thought  he  had  been  treated 
unkindly.  He  only  mentioned  these  circum- 
stances as  a  reason  why,  on  a  bill  adecling  the 
interests  of  the  whole  Union,  he  could  no  longer 
repress  the  impulse  to  make  the  remarks  he  in- 
tend(!d.  With  these  remarks  he  hoped  he  should 
be  indulged  in  going  on  with  whatever  he  had  to 
say,  not  only  of  a  general  but  of  a  particular  char- 
acter. It  was  not  his  intention  lo  speak  with 
unnecessary  harshness  or  severity  ot  any  one; 
for,  if  ever  there  was  a  time  when  charity  ap- 
pealed to  him  lo  forbear  from  touching  the  feel- 
ings of  his  political  opponents,  il  was  now.  He 
would  say  to  them  that  they  were  a  doomed  party. 
Believing  that  the  party  opposed  lo  him  was 
doomed,  and  that  their  fate  wos  written  on  the 
wall  in  indelible  characters,  no  part  of  his  remarks 
would  display  a  vindictive  feeling  towards  them. 

The  old  adage,  that  "  he  whom  the  gods  intend 
to  destroy  ihey  first  make  mad,"  was  never  more 
forcibly  illustrated  in  the  tide  of  tide  of  time  than 
by  the  present  dominant  parly  during  the  present 
session  of  Congress.  Every  act  of  that  party 
proved  it.  Ho  recapitulated  some  of  the  promi- 
nent measures  of  tlie  Democratic  party.  The 
revival  of  the  sub-Treasury,  the  repeal  of  the  di-s- 
tribution  act,  the  destruction  of  the  glorious  tariff 
act  of  1842,  and  others,  were  taken  in  review; 
and  he  averred  that  they  \^nuld  be  the  winding- 
sheet  of  the  Democratic  party — a  winding-sheet 
self-prepared;  for  the  people  were  ready  with  on 
overwhelming  voice  lo  speak  the  doom  of  that 
parly.  , 

Haying  made  these  gencrol  remarks,  he  felt 
colled  upon,  and  it  was  with  great  reluctance  that 
he  did  it — it  was  to  him  the  most  unwelcome  task 
ihat  was  ever  imposed  upon  him — would  to  God 
that  the  cup  might  pass  from  him — but  he  felt  it 
10  be  his  duly  to  review  a  document  which  had 
the  name  atUiched  of  the  chairman  of  ihis  com- 
mittee [Mr.  Hopkins]  and  one  of  his  collea";ues. 
He  would  do  il  with  decorum,  but  it  would  be 
necessary  that  he  should  do  it  with  firmness.  He 
found  in  a  letter  written  by  liia  colleague,  [Mr. 
BoTD,]  addressed  lo  the  chairman  of  this  conimil- 
toe  [Mr.  HopKi.vs]  and  his  colleague,  [Mr.CoLES,] 
a  charge  made  against  a  distinguished  fellow-cit- 
izen of  his;  a  charge  which,  if  true,  would  not 
only  unfit  that  dislinguished  man  for  the  highest 


office  in  the  gift  of  the  people,  but  should  drive 
him  into  disgrace  from  among  his  fellow-men. 
This  charge  was  made  in  a  letter  publ'shed  in  the 
Uichmond  Enquirer,  of  the  Slate  of  Virginio,and 
published  a  few  days  before  the  lime  when  it  was 
known  that  the  distinguished  man  therein  alluded 
to  would  enter  that  Stjite;  and  it  was  published, 
also,  just  before  an  election  in  that  State,  which 
it  was  known  would  tak.' place  on  Thursday  next. 
These  charges  were  also  made  before  not  only 
the  people  of  that  Slate,  but  the  people  of  this 
Union,  at  a  limi;  when  it  might  be  supposed  all 
rancorof  parly  feeling  would  be  excited;  at  such 
u  tiini:  this  firebrand  wos  thrown  amongst  the 
people,  and  these  old  charges  were  renewed  with 
a  degree  of  malignity ,  of  tact,  and  of  effort,  which 
was  calculated  to  deceive  and  defraud  the  public 
mind  and  mislead  the  people.  But  he  would  show 
that  there  was  no  ground  whereon  lo  rest  this 
ofien-condemned  slander;  and  he  would  under- 
take lo  do  that  which  il  was  very  difficult  to  do 
in  any  court  of  justice.  He  would  not  only  un- 
dertake lo  disprove  every  allegation  and  insinua- 
tion of  the  charge  of"  bargain  and  sale,"  but  he 
would  establi-sh  a  negative,  and  show  the  inno- 
cence of  him  who  had  been  assailed  by  the  odious^- 
charge  which,  fifteen  or  sixteen  years  ago,  was 
iTiade  /"rom  one  end  of  the  Union  to  the  other. 
He  would  go  furilier:  he  would  nol  only  show 
the  innocence  of  thai  dislinguished  man,  but  he 
^vould  do  it  out  of  the  moulhof  his  enemies.  He 
first  would  ask  attention  to  on  extract  from  the 
letter  lo  which  lie  first  alluded,  (Mr.  Hotd's.] 

He  then  read  the  extract  alluded  to,  which  he 
said  made  ihe  specific  charge  of  which  he  had 
spoken;  and  ihen  said,  if  there  was  a  letter  in  ex- 
istence to  substantiate  ihe  charge,  as  intimated  in 
lliat  letter,  he  slitmld  like  lo  know  where  it  was. 

In  Mr.  Boyd's  letter  the  following  paragraph 
occurs  in  relation  to  l|iis  subject: 

"  III  the  dcvelnpmfintM  of  1B27  nnd  1828,  the  rumor  waa 
Imced  directly  lo  n  letter  or  letters,  ivrltten  early  fii  Janu- 
ary by  Mr.  Clayhiinspirio  ttoincnfhiflrrtendff  in  Kentucky, 
nol,  iierliap?!,  using  the  vet}'  u'(vd;i,bui  certainly  cuuveyliif 

the  idea." 

Mr.  BOYD  was  understood  to  say  that  there 
was  such  o  letter,  and  il  had  been  exhibited.  It 
was  in  the  hands  of*  Mr.  Clay's  friends,  but  no 
permission  had  been  given  to  publish  it.  He  be- 
lieved it  never  wos  puWishcd.  The  contents  were 
published,  by  lliose  who  saw  it,  from  memory, 
with  the  declaration  attached  that  il  was  substan- 
tially true,  if  not  the  very  words.  But  there  was 
no  iloubl  the  letter  was  still  in  existence,  and  he 
would  suggest  that  they  should  unite  in  a  search 
for  il,  or  in  an  inquiry  from  Mr.  Clay,  orany  other 
person  concerned. 

Mr.  WHITE  said  his  colleague  had  made  a 
charge,  and  he  desired  to  see  the  proof  by  which 
it  was  sustained.  He  never  would  make  a  charge 
against  any  one  which  he  could  nol  sustain  by 
proof  produced.  He  never  would  make  a  charge 
by  referring  to  testimony  which  he  could  nol  bring 
forwHrd. 

Mr.  BOYD  asked  thegenlleman  from  Kentucky 
if  he  would  deny  the  truth  of  the  facts. 

Mr.  WHITE  replied  ihal  he  had  never  heard 
of  such  a  letter  until  he  had  seen  it  mentioned  in 
tlio  communication  of  his  colleague. 

Mr.  BOYD  remarked  that  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  could  nut  have  exercised  his  usual  vigil- 
ance then. 

Mr.  WHITE  asserted  positively  his  belief  that 
such  a  litter  could  nol  be  found  anywhere,  cither 
in  public  archives  or  in  private  and  individual 
possession. 

Mr.  BOYD  repeated  that  it  was  believed  that 
sucho  letter  did  exist.  He  would  not  pretend  to 
quote  its  laoguage,  but  it  was  to  this  eflecl:  "  our 
friends  here  ore  inclined  to  go  for  Mr.  Adams, 
believing  that  our  prospects  with  him  will  be 
better  served."  The  language  was  of  that  char- 
acter. He  did  nol  pretend  to  say  that  the  lan- 
guage was,  "  if  Mr.  Adams  i.»  the  President,  Mr. 
Clay  will  bcthe  Secretary;"  but  thai  his  future 
prospects  would  be  promoted  by  it.  Some  sucu 
letter,  he  was  satisfied,  was  written. 
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Mr.  WHITE  must  say  to  his  colleague  that  he 
should  siill  doubt  until  the  letter  was  produced. 
Ill  his  judgment,  there  was  no  evidence  given  to 
■how  that  such  a  letter  was  written;  and  he  now 
challenged  his  colleague  and  the  world  to  produce 
such  a  letter.  And  further,  he  would  take  the  re- 
sponsibility of  saying  that  if  Mr.  Clay  was  called 
upoii,hewoulddeny itscxistence.  Hiscolleague, 
[however,  had  made  certain  allegations,  and  it 
[devolved  upon  him  to  make  the  inquiry. 

He  would  now  call  the  attention  of  his  col- 
!  league  and  of  the  House  to  some  testimony  in 
this  case,  in  relation  to  the  assumed  bargain  and 
sale.  It  would  be  recollected  that  this  charge  was 
first  made  on  this  floor  by  a  member  of  this 
[House,  and  at  the  time  when  Mr.  Clay  was  the 
'  Speaker  of  ihis  House.  Conscious  of  his  inno- 
cence— for  so  that  man  was,  as  when  he  cuine 
from  the  hands  of  his  God — Mr.  Clay  challenged 
investigation  of  all  the  facts  and  circumslances. 
J  The  ignorant  old  man  who  was  set  forth  to  make 
I  the  accusation,  thought  that  he  would  be  sus- 
1  tallied;  but  Mr.  Clay  demanded  an  investigation; 
a  committee  was  appointed;  the  charge  was  pre- 
ferred; and  the  individual  who  made  it  was  called 
upon  to  attend  before  the  committee,  by  its  chair- 
man to  sustain  the  charge,  aiid  the  record  showed 
that  he  had  failed  to  attend.  There  was  not  a 
word  of  evidence  introduced  tosu.stain  the  charge; 
and  the  committee  reported  the  innocence  of  Mr. 
Clay.  And  now,  with  the  leave  of  the  Chair,  he 
would  send  to  ihe  Clerk's  desk,  to  be  read,  an 
extract  from  a  letter  of  the  distinguished  editor, 
^wlio  had  so  recently  published  the  revived  story, 
written  at  the  period  alluded  to. 

The  Clerk  read  nn  extract  from  a  letter  writ- 
ten by  Mr.  Ritchie,  of  the  date  of  February  10, 
162.5. 

Mr.  WHITE  continued.     Thus  it  would   be 

seen  that  Mr.  Ritchie,  with  all  the  facta  before 

him,  admitted  that  Mr.  Clay  was  innocent  of  the 

.  charge;  and  vet  that  old  veteran  slanderer,  though 

I  then  satisfied  of  Mr.  Clay's  innocence,  had  now 

repeated  and  revived  this  slanderous  accusation. 

He  then  caused  to  be  read  by  the  Clerk  ex- 
I  tracts  from  a  letter  written  by  Mr.  Benton,  of  the 
date  of  Decemlier  UV,  iS'il.  Also,  an  extract  from 
]  B  letter  written  by  Mr.  Buchanan,  for  Mr.  Clay's 
f  justification.  He  next  caused  to  be  read  an  ex- 
{ tract  from  a  letter,  written  before  his  death,  by 
Mr.  Carter  Beverley,  who  first  made  the  charge. 
The  letter  was  written  in  184i2 — Mr.  Carter  Bev- 
erley having  lived  long  enough  to  see  his  error, 
and  the  propriety  of  doing  Mr.  Clay  justice. 

This  was  the  first  publi<!niion  of  the  charge, 
but  it  did  not  end  there.  He  found  it  copied  into 
tlie  otfigial  organ  of  the  Government,  published 
ill  this  city,  and  commenied  u|)on  in  the  follow- 
ing words:  "True,  O  King!"  Taking  an  ex- 
pression from  Holy  Writ  to  sanctify  the  vilest  slan- 
der that  was  ever  uttered. 

Mr.  W.  here  read  from  a  letter  written  by  Mr. 
Tyl»r,  in  reference  to  the  same  subject,  and  ex- 
onerating Mr.  Clay.  Here  (said  Mr.  W.)  is  the 
language  of  the  present  Chief  Magistrate,  whose 
organ  is  repeating  the  charge. 

Mr.  W.  read  an  extract  from  a  letter  written 
by  General  La  Fayette. 

Mr.  W.  also  referred  to  a  speech  made  by  Hon.  J. 
Q..  Ada.ms  during  a  late  western  tour,  of  which 
he  read  a  pmtioii.  * 

Mr.  A  JOHNSON  said,  before  the  gentleman 
concluded,  he  desired  to  furnish  him  an  additional 
proof.* 

Mr.  WHITE  declined  to  yield  the  floor,  hav. 

' 'J'lie' following  Is  the  evidence  th.itMr.JuHKKON  wished 
Mr.  White  lo  r:ari,  being  an  extract  ol'n  klier  rioiii  flou. 
Jfilin  B«ll  lo  a  ooiiimltlee  ol"  citizens  of  iNiL^hville,  daled 
Heplrniliirr  17,  1897: 

''  InflilL'iiceit  by  Uleae  eonsidcrntion^,  I  reilcmte  that  my 
upininiiii  of  ihe  presimt  Adniinislrntion  are  in  necordioice 
wiUi  wliai  1  belifve  to  bi-  Uiotii.-  fif  Uie  great  body  otiliere- 
.  |iubllr.ins  of  ihe  IJiiUimI  Sl:ite».  I  liave  seen  ihe  liii;lii!!<t  and 
I  luoyi  linporlaiil  otfiee  in  the  Goveriitnf  nt  filled  by  mean.^ 
land  nnder  circuni^iaiiceu  nlTordinff  all  the  evidence*  ot' a 
r  eoalilion  toniiod  tipoii  the  bjmh  ol'  luinual  beti«6u  to  be 
Ireeeived  and  coiifvrrfd,  indt-jirndently  ol'any  coiitroverti'd 
1  point  In  the  delaili.,  Iliat  ihc  (;overnnipnI  can  ever  expect 
I  till'  lignl  of,  III  any  coinbinallon  that  has  been  or  may  be 
I  entered  into,  id  ilcfeat  tlie  will  of  the  people.  .^nIbitiuU9 
I  and  aspiring  politiclaiiM  who  have  jfreat  characters  to  ,tu$- 
»tniii,and  sense  enough  lo  guard  a^aiiii^t  the  couniion  blAn- 
tdera  of  tile  less  ji.-aeiicitd  adepts  in  the  artic  of  inirigue  and 
I inannCKinent,  in  forming  coalitions  will  but  seldom  expose 
ttfaemselves  to  the  danger  of  delectloii  from*  positive  proof. 
lit  is  iiot,  tlierefore,  iu  my  view,  of  so  mucli  iinportanee  to 
^  coudider  wtietlier a  pusaibillty  of  innoeeiiee  can  be  QdiaitteU 


ing  but  a  few  moments  of  his  hour  left;  but  pro- 
ceeded to  the  examination  of  another  charge:  that 
Mr.  Clay  had,  in  a  speech  made  by  him,  used  the 
expression,  "  if  gentlemen  will  not  let  us  have 
black  slaves,  we  must  have  white  ones." 

Mr.  W.'s  hour  having  expired, 

Mr.  J.  BRINKERHOFF  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  WHITE  desired  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
to  allow  him  a  few  moments,  that  he  might  con- 
clude what  he  had  to  say. 

Mr.  HENLEY  saTd  he  hoped  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  would  be  periniii^d  to  proceed. 
He  would  move,  if  it  were  in  order  to  do  so,  that 
the  rules  be  suspended,  so  as  to  enable  the  gen- 
tleman to  proceed. 

The  CHAIRMAN  observed  that  he  did  not 
think  it  would  be  in  order — there  being  a  particu- 
lar rule  limiting  the  duration  of  each  gentleman's 
speech;  and  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  having  ob- 
tained the  floor  in  the  regular  order  of  debate,  it 
would  be  an  infringement  upon  his  privileges  to 
suspend  that  rule. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL,  said,  let  those  who 
moved  the  hour  rule  abide  by  it. 

Mr.  WHITE  rose  and  insisted  that  the  quer,- 
tion  should  be  put  upon  suspending  the  rulefi,  to 
enable  him  lo  proceed. 

Mr.  RATHBUN  called  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  to  order.  The  Speaker  had  already 
declared  the  motion  to  be  out  of  order. 

Mr.  J.  BRINKERHOFF  claimed  his  right  to 
the  floor;  and  weis  proceeding  to  address  the 
House. 

Mr.  A.  KENNEDY  appealed  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  to  permit  him  a  moment  in  rela- 
tion to  the  remark  of  tlie  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky as  to  a  certificate  to  which  he  had  alluded, 
signed  by  members  of  this  House,  relative  to 
what  Mr.  Rich,  of  Vermont,  said,  in  his  speech 
in  1830,  on  the  Missouri  question,  imputed  as  the 
languugeof  Mr.  Clay,  on  thesubject  of  black  and 
white  slavery.  Mr.  K.  said  he  was  one  of  the 
members  of  this  House  who  had  signed  said  cer- 
tificate. Mr.  K.  understood  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  [Mr.  White]  to  dispute  the  correct- 
ness of  that  certificate.  Now,  he  wished  to  say 
that  that  certificate  was  strictly  true,  as  appeared 
from  the  files  of  the  library  of  this  House.  This 
much  he  wished  to  say  nmo,  and  here,  where  and 
when  iis  truth  was  first  disputed;  and  he  chal- 
lenged any  man  to  the  investigation  of  the  record. 

Mr.  RATHBUN  said  iw  truth  could  be  proved 
all  over  the  House. 

Mr.  WHITE  made  some  reply,  which  did  not 
reach  the  reporter's  ear. 

Mr.  RATHBUN  approached  the  place  where 
Mr.  White  was  standing,  and  other  members  at 
the  moment  rose,  intercepting  the  reporter's  view. 
A  good  deal  of  confusion  ensued.  A  general  rush 
was  made  by  members  towards  the  spot,  where, 
as  til?  reporter  is  informed,  blows  were  inter- 
changed between  Messrs.  Ratiibun  and  White. 

The  committee,  by  simultaneous  acclamation, 
rose. 

The  Chairman  left  the  chair,  and  the  Speaker 
was  called  th(;rcto. 

The  SPEAKER  called  upon  gentlemen  lo  re- 
store order. 

'  Mr.STEENRODsaid  he  hoped  gentlemen  who 
refused  lo  resume  their  seats  would  lie  called  upon 
by  their  names  to  do  so. 

Order  being  in  some  degree  re.'stored ,  the  chair- 
man [Mr.  Hopkins]  reported  that  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  having 
under  consideration  the  bill  for  the  modification 


in  favor  of  tlie  parties  implicated,  as  to  determine  whether 
the  prej^iiniption  to  the  contrary  is  not  so  j^eat  in  tlie  pres- 
ent instance  tliaf  llieir  eonlinuanee  would  be  liieompatible 
Willi  the  safety  and  well  being  of  onr  political  inntitutions. 
"  Believing,  as  1  do,  that  we  may  calculate  the  duration 
of  our  singularty  happy  form  of  government  by  the  degrees 
of  jealousy  whicll  sli;ill  be  ninnifestcd,  from  time  to  time, 
in  guarding  the  purity  of  eleclions,  1  could  liave  but  one 
opinion  upon  this  snbjeet.  I  have  seen  those  in  possession 
of  power,  Uius  obtained,  urge  docirines  at  war  Willi  great 
prineiples,  claiming  exclusive  powers  which  were  intended 
to  be  coordinate,  and  ineuk-ating  the  doctrine  that  the  rep- 
resentative slionld  not  be  trammeled  by  the  will  of  his  eon- 
stiluents.  Professing,  as  I  do,  lo  he  governed  by  those  prin- 
ciples of  republicanism  peculiar  lo  our  country,  Icmild  not 
conscientiously  give  my  support  to  uii  .-\dministralinn  whicli 
openly  avows  doctrines  subversive  of  Ihe  first  principles  of 
the  Government,  and  arrogates  to  ilseil'  powers  so  contrary 
to  what  lias  heretofore  bi;en  onr  praellce.  In  these  abjec- 
tions, i  am  persuaded,  may  be  found  sutlicient  reasons  for 
my  npp.>siiion  to  the  .Administration  ;  but  there  are  others 
of*  too  much  ini|>oriauee  lo  be  passed  over  iu  silence." 


of  the  existing  tarifl"  laws,  was  progressing  with 
its  consideration,  when  an  occurrence  of  disorder 
and  of  personal  altercation  took  place  upon  the 
floor  of  the  House.  In  the  midst  of  the  confusion, 
he  had  been  called  upon  to  vacate  the  chair,  that 
it  might  be  occupied  by  the  Speaker;  and  it  became 
his  duty  to  make  the  communication  which  he  had 
now  made.  The  gentlemen,  he  added,  between 
whom  the  altercation  occurred,  were  Messrs. 
Rathbi'n  and  White. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  presumed  thai  tlie  proper 
course  would  be  to  direct  the  Serireant-at-Arms 
to  take  the  two  offending  members  into  cus- 
tody, in  order  that  they  may  answer  at  the  bar 
of  the  House,  and  make  such  excuses  as  they 
think  proper.  He  merely  threw  out  this  aa  a 
suggestion,  in  case  no  other  more  suitable  course 
should  be  proposed.  He  was  actiiated  by  oo 
unkind  feelings  towards  the  two.  gentlemen,  and 
no  other  molive  but  to  preserve  the  order  and  de- 
fend the  dignity  of  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER.  Does  the  gentleman  submit 
that  proposition  > 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  said  he  did,  unless  aooM 
gentleman  suggested  a  better  course.  He  pre- 
sumed that  every  gentleman  would  see  the  neces- 
sity of  doing  something  lo  preserve  the  order  and 
dignity  of  tlie  House. 

■"  Mr.  HARDIN  observed  that,  not  being  an  old 
member  of  the  Plouse,  he  could  not  speak  from 
experience  in  this  body;  but  he  believed  the 
former  practice  of  the  House  was  lo  appoint  a 
committee,  and  let  them  designate  the  coume  that 
ought  lo  be  pursued.  He  was  satisfied  ihat  th« 
two  members  implicated  had  acted  under  a  sudden 
excitement,  and  both  of  them  regretted  what  had 
taken  place. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  referred  to  the  reso- 
lution oflered  by  himself  in  the  case  of  Messrs. 
Wise  and  Stanly ,  and  suggested  that  a  resolulioa 
somewhat  similar  should  now  be  adopted. 

Mr.  WHITE  observed  that  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  DromgoolcJ  waa 
without  a  precedent  in  the  history  of  that  House. 
There  never  had  1)een  aday,  tliiye  never  had  been 
ah  hour,  in  whicli  any  member  on  that  floor  had 
ever  risen  and  addressed  the  Speaker,  and  asked 
him  to  order  one  of  his  peers  lo  the  bar  of  ibe 
House.  He  recollected  occurrence  afu^r  occur- 
rence, similar  to  the  one  of  to-day,  taking  plac« 
in  Ihat  Hall,  and  no  motion  like  the  present  we» 
to  be  found  on  the  Journals,  nor  had  any  period 
arisen  in  the  history  of  the  legislation  of  this 
country,  when  an  unfortunate  occurrence  of  thia 
kind  had  happened,  that  a  member  had  moved  to 
degrade  his  fellow-members  by  a  proposition  to 
take  him  into  custody.  Sir,  you  recollect  an  oc- 
currence of  a  much  more  disorderly  charscicr 
than  this,  and  you  recollect  how  it  was  treated. 
What  would  be  the  effect,  if  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Dromcoole]  pre- 
vailed.' and  what  would  be  the  reflection  up-in 
the  members  who  were  charged  wiih  being  dclin- 
quenis.'  Without  its  being  known  whetherthejr 
were  innocent  or  guilty,  without  its  being  ascer- 
tained whether  the  member  from  New  York  [Mr. 
Rathbcn]  or  himself  were  the  most  culpable,  a 
member  rises  in  his  place  and  makes  a  motion 
which  is  to  inflict  dislionor  upon  them.  \Vlii\t 
did  the  inolion  imply.'  AVhy,  that  the  meint»;r 
from  New  York  and  himself  would  leave  the 
House  and  flee  from  justice,  unless  they  were 
taken  into  custody.  Whatever  might  have  been 
done  by  ihe  genlleman  from  New  York  and  him- 
self, he  did  not  believe  that  either  would  shriftk 
from  any  investigation  the  House  might  please  lo 
make;  And  he  would  tell  the  member  iVom  Vir- 
ginia that  neither  he  nor  that  officer  could  keep 
him  at  the  bar  of  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER  remarked  that  several  propo- 
sitions had  been  submitted,  which  had  been  con- 
sidered .merely  as  suggestions. 

Mr.  ADAMS  obtained  the  floor;  but  yielded 
it  lo 

Mr.  SAUNDERS,  who  observed  I'n 
in  his  hand  the  volume  of  the  Journal 
the  proceedings  on  the  occasion  of  the 
between   Messrs.  Slaiily  and   Wise, 
permission  of  the  gentlemaii'from  Alas- 
tie  would  offer  the  same  resolution  that 
on  that  occasion,  and  in  the  same  woi 
substituting  the  names  of  Mes.-r      " 
White  for  those  of  Messrs.  W. 

Mr.  ADAMS  proposed  to  the  j, 
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Virginia  [Mr.  Dbomcoole]  lo  wilhdraw  his  prop- 
osition, in  Older  that  the  one  of  the  gcntlcrann 
from  North  Carnhnii  might  be  siibstiimed. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE,  with  the  normis.sion  of 
the  pi^ntleraan,  would  make  a  brief  exphination. 
He  had  conceived  it  nccissary  for  the  House  to 
■  do  something  for  the  pre.scrvniiou  of  its  own  dig- 
nity and  order,  which  had  just  been  vioUited-,  and 
on  the  first  impulse,  he  had  proposed  to  take  the 
members  implicated  into  custody.  He  assured 
the  gentlemen  that,  in  making  this  proposi- 
tion, it  was  not  his  intention  lo  degrade  tnem; 
but  his  object  was  to  bring  them  to  the  bar  of  the 
House,  that  they  might  submit  thera.selves  to  its 
authority,  that  the  House  might  hear  their  ex- 
cusi^s,  and  that  they  might  pledge  themselves  that 
the  quarrel  should  go  no  further.  This  he  only 
thccw  out  us  a  suggestion.  Mr.  B.  here^tpioted 
a  case  which  occurred  in  the  Brilisli  Parliament, 
and  the  rnli!  given  in  the  Manual  on  this  subject. 
His  whole  object,  he  said,  was,  not  to  degrade 
the  gentlemen,  but  to  bring  llieni  before  the  House. 
He  had  no  objection  to  their  rising  in  their  places, 
and  making  their  excuses  to  the  House, and  giving 
the  proper  pledge.  But  he  held  that  it  was  the 
duly  of  the  House  that  ilicy  should  be  required 
to  acknowledge  the  authority  of  the  House,  and 
pledge  themselves  that  the  quarrel  should  p'roceed 
no  further.  He  had  no  knowledge  of  the  quar- 
rel, nor  any  participation  in  it.  He  had  wit- 
nessed it  with  regret,  not  only  on  account  of  the 
character  of  the  gentlemen  concerned,  but  on  ac- 
count of  its  effect  on  our  luitional  character. 
What  had  happened  on  former  occasions  wa«  no 
excuse  or  extenuation  for  the  gentlemen.  He 
spoke  out  of  no  personal  unkindness  to  them; 
but  he  must  say  that  their  conduct  was  deserving 
of  censure.  All  he  wanted  was,  that  the  gentle- 
men should  make  their  submission  to  the  author- 
ity of  the  House,  and  to  have  their  assurance 
that  the  matter  between  them  should  be  at  an 
end. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  read  from  the  Journal  of  the 
House,  the  proceedings  in  the  case  of  Messrs. 
AVise  and  Stanly,  and  proposed  the  following 
resolution,  being  the  same  that  was  adopted  on 
that  occasion: 

Rfsoieed,  Ttiat  n  special  cutnmittt'e  of  five  incmbcni  be 
apiKiiiiteil  In  Inquire  inlii  lh(>ri^e(ll^Ktslll^e^4  of  the  rencnuti- 
!cr  heiiveen  .Mewsr^.  KATUBt^Nniid  White,  membentol' litis 
lluuxe,  .iiid  lliut  tliey  report  tlic  laeu  Lo  tlie  llou^c. 

,  Mr.  S.  said  that  the  appointinenl  of  a  committee 
of  inquiry  was  the  mosl  proper  course  to  be  pur- 
sued. If  one  of  the  gentlemen  should  be  ascer- 
tained to  be  in  the  wrong,  he  should  be  censured; 
if  both  were  in  the  wrong,  both  should  be  cen- 
sured. But  the  House  could  not  know  which  was 
wrong  until  ihe  facts  were  investignted. 

Mr.  DllOMCiOOLE  withdrew  his  motion,  .so 
as  to  give  way  to  that  of  Mr.  Saunoebs,  and 
offered,  ns  an  amendment  to  it,  the  following: 

.And.  in  Itie  mi'nn  time  the  two  niemberii  be  required  to 
m.ilir  sub[nU^I>)n  lo  ilie  Ilou-^e, .itul  pledge  tlieinselveatliat 
tbe  quarrel  sliall  proceed  tio  lurllier. 

Mr.  HARDIN  had  no  doubt  but  both  the  gen- 
tlemen regretted  that  ihe  occurrence  had  taken 
place;  and  he  did  not  believe  it  was  necessary  lo 
lake  any  course  to  prevent  the  quarrel  from  pro- 

.  ceeding  further,  for  he  was  satisfied  that  it  would 
stop  here.  The  best  way  lo  preserve  the  dignity 
of  the  House  was  not  to  act  on  the  mailer  now, 
in  the  txcitemeni  that  had  been  caused  by  it,  but 
to  put  it  off.until  the  House  had  time  to  get  calm. 
He  approved  the  course  pointed  oui  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina,  and  hoped  it  would 
be  adopted. 

Mr. CH.\  P.MAN, of  Alabama,  referred,  asa  pre- 
cedent, to  the  proceedings  of  the  House  on  the  oc- 
casionofn  siniilarrencountTTlietwecn  Messrs.  Bell 
and  Turney,  then  members  of  the  House,  and  rec- 
ommended that  the  same  course  bo  pursued  now. 
Mr.  C.  read  the  proceedings,  in  which  itappeared 
that  Messrs.  Bell  and  Turney  were  declared  lo 
have  violated  the  privileges  of  the  House,  and 
were  required  to  make  an  apology.  He  thought 
it  due  to  thecharaeterof  lint  House,  both  at  home 
and  abroad,  and  due  to  the  character  of  the  gen- 
tlemen themselves,  that  th.'y  should  be  required 
to  make  a  suitable  apology.  He  thought  both 
the  eeiitlenien  would  agree  that  such  a  course 
would  not  be  calculated- to  degrade  them,  but  was 

'due  to  their  own  reputations,  aa well  as  lo  the 
dignity  of  the  House. 

Mr.  STEENROD  had  no  objection  to  the  reso- 


lution of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina, 
[Mr.  Saunders,]  nor  to  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  fiom  Virginia,  [Mr.  Dbomcoole;]  but 
the  resolution  did  not  go  far  enough.  He  under- 
stood that  one  of  the  officers  of  the  House  had 
been  shot  at  and  woundicl  by  an  individual  whose 
name  he  did  not  know,  and  some  order  should  be 
Uiken  in  regard  to  that  matter. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  informed  the  gentleman 
that  he  had  a  separate  resolution  which  he  should 
offer  on  that  suliject  as  soon  as  the  present  case 
was  disposed  of. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  made  some  remark  wrhich 
conversation  in  the  Hall  prevented  the  reporter 
from  hearing. 

Mr.  B.^RNARD  observed  that  he  approved  of 
the  resolution,  so  far  as  it  conteniplaled  the  ap- 
()ointment  of  a  committee;  and  he  supposed  there 
would  be  no  difference  of  opinion  in  regard  to  its 
adoption.  He  went  onto  say  that  there  was  an 
eminent  propriety  in  the  gentlemen  makin<;  an 
apology  lo  the  House;  but  he  would  leave  it  to 
their  own  sense  o{  propriety  to  do  it,  if  lliey  chose 
to  take  that  course,  and  it  would  be  for  the  House 
to  judge  of  thai  as  a  part  of  llie  entire  case  when 
it  should  be  brought  before  them  by  a  report  of 
a  committee.  He  however  desired  here  to  say 
that,  so  far  as  those  gentlemen  were  concerned, 
he  believed  ihere  was  no  excuse.  He  made  some 
other  observations,  which  were  almost  inaudible, 
and  then  expresseil  the  hope  that  the  resolution 
for  the  appoinlmcnt  of  a  committee  would  be 
passed. 

Mr.  CLINGM.\N  hoped  the  amendment  would 
not  prevail.  It  was  proposed  lo  ap[ioint  a  com- 
mittee to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  the  gentle- 
men, and  yea  they 'were  required  to  apologize, 
and  thus  to  admit  that  they  were  in  error;  for 
apology  implied  guilt.  Ho  knew  nowhere  that 
this  was  done  on  ihis  earth;  but  it  was  said  that, 
in  the  infernal  regions,  punishment  was  inflicted 
first,  and  trial  came  afterwards;  he  hoped  no  gen- 
tleman on  this  floor  would  require  such  a  course 
to  be  pursued  here.  He  admitted  it  was  pro|ier 
that  the  House  should  take  some  steps  to  express 
ils  sense  of  such  disorders,  which  he  deeply  re- 
gretted. The  House  should  have  an  investiga- 
tion, and  if  either  the  one  or  both  the  gentlemen 
were  wrong,  the  House  should  punish  the  \vrong 
doer. 

Mr.  CHAPM.^N, of  Alabama, sold  he  was  not 
familiar  with  the  infernal  regions,  of  which  the  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina  had  spoken,  and  there- 
fore he  did  not  know  what  its  practice  was;  but  the 
genileman  had  misapprehended  the  purport  of 
his  nnicndment,  and  he  wished  to  set  him  right. 
Whatever  might  be  said,  no  one  could  attempt  to 
justify  scenes  of  di.sordcr  on  this  floor;  and  how- 
ever much  either  gentleman  felt  himself  justified 
in  his  course  towards  the  other,  neither  one  nor 
the  other. could  justify  such  conduct  towards  the 
House.  He  only  asked  the  gentlemen  to  do  what 
he  was  sure  they  were  both  ready  to  do — ex- 
press regret  to  the  House  for  the  violation  of  ils 
order. 

Mr.  WHITE  intimated  his  wish  that  the  gen- 
tlemanfrom  Alabamashonld  wiilidtawhisamend- 
ment;  for  he  could  not  state  what  he  desired  to 
slate  while  it  was  pending. 

Mr.  CHAPMAN,  of  Alabama,  would  will- 
ingly wilhdraw  it,  if  il  was  an  obstacle  in  the 
way  of  any  explanation.  He  accordingly  with- 
drew it. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  WINTHROP, 

Mr.  WHITE  asked  ifthere  wa:!  any  question 
pending, except  the  report  of  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  If  gentlemen  would 
withdraw  their  propositions,  he  would  make  a 
few  remarks. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  desired  to  throw  no  im- 
pediment in  the  way;  and  therefore,  at  the  soli- 
citation of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  he  would 
withdraw  his  proposition. 

Mr.  WHITE  then  said,  before  he  proceedctd, 
he  would  call  the  attention  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  [Mr. Dbomcoole]  loanexpression  which 
he  had  used,  and  which  he  (Mr.  W.)  regretted. 
It  was  an  observation  which  he  trusted  would  be 
recalled.  Without  one  word  of  explanation,  with- 
out any  examination  lo  fix  the  guillon  his  shoul- 
ders, or  the  shoulders  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  or  to  delerniine  whether  there  was  guilt  at 
all,  which  could  aloiic  be  shown  by  a  developmenl 
of  all  the  facts,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  had 


emplwtically  denounced  them  both  to  the  House, 
ami  to  the  nation,  as  deserving  the  severest  cen- 
sure. If  this  svas  the  mode  of  determining  the 
gurtt  or  innocence  of  partii-s,  he  thought  there 
must  soon  bean  end  of  this  Commonwealth.  The 
vilestj^rimiiml  in  the  land  was  entitled  lo  the  ben- 
efit of  tin'  principle  by  which  he  was  treated  as 
innocenl  unlil  his  guilt  was  proved. 

Mr.  DRO.MGOOLE  said  lie  diii,not  pretend  to 
rccollert  llie  precise  terms  in  whieh  he  had  ex- 
pressed himself;  but  if  he  had  not  so  expressed 
nimself  before,  he  would  now  say  that  it  was  suf- 
ficient for  him  to  perceive  that  the  rules  of  the 
House  had  been  violated;  that  ihere  had  been 
great  disorder  and  a  breach  of  the  peace  in  the 
presence  of  llie  House;  and  that  llie  scene  which 
they  had  witnessed  was  of  itself  a  disorder  which 
required  the  notice  of  the  House.  His  proposi- 
I  lion  was  not  one  of  censure.  He  had  expressly 
slated  that  he  did  not  ask  the  House  to  censure 
ihe  gentlemen.  He  did  not  know  which  was  most 
ill  fault;  liut  he  knew  this,  thai  llierr;  had  been  a 
breach  of  the  pciice  and  of  order  in  the  piTsenco 
of  the  House. 

iMr.  WHITE  was  glad  the  eentlcman  from  Vir- 
ginia had  qualified  hfs  remarks,  but  slill  he  look 
exception  to  them.  He  procectied  to  make  other 
remarks,  at  some  leiigih,  but  he  was  very  imper- 
fi'Clly  heard.  He  was  nndi'rslood  to  contend  that 
censure  should  not  be  visited  on  either  himself  or 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  without  an  inves- 
tigntion  into  ihe  facts  and  circumstances  of  the 
case.  He  also  exiiressed  his  regn-l  ihal  such  n 
scene  had  occurred,  but  said  he  could  not  be  pro- 
voked into  any  assertion  of  his  innocence,  or  any 
accusation  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York. 
Whether  cither  or  both  were  guilty,  or  neither,  he 
sincerely  regretted  the  occurrence;  for  ihe  House 
would  |>articipate  in  the  di.sgrace. 

Mr.  RATIIBUN  remarked  thalhe  wos  a  young 
member  on  this  floor;  he  knew  but  little,  by  ex- 
perience, of  the  business  of  legislalion,  having 
commenced,  for  the  first  time  in  his  life,  business 
of  this  kind  at  thf:  present  session;  and  perhaps, 
owing  to  that  fact,  he  was  more  likely  lo  become 
excited,  and  was  more  liable  to  err,  than  those 
who  had  been  long  accustomed  lo  seats  on  this 
floor.  That  he  had  erred,  whatever  might  be  his 
excuse,  and.whalever  his  justificaiion,  he  was  not 
disposed  to  deny.  He  knew  it  was  due  to  the 
character  of  this  Hou.se,  it  was  due  lo  the  coun- 
try, if  he  had  been  ever  so  much  wronged,  and 
respect  for  its  dignity  would  r>rompthim  to  make 
a  proper  submission.  And  he  regrelted  exceed- 
ingly that  a  moment's  reflection  had  not  been 
permitted  (mighl  he  not  say)  to  each  of  them. 
Though  he  said  this,  it  must  not  be  supposed  that 
he  intended  to  impute  anything  wrong  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky,  or  to  attempt  any  justi- 
fication of  himself.  He  left  the  whole  matter,  as 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  had  left  il,  to  be 
inve'siigated  in  the  proper  form — by  a  committee; 
and  if  it  were  found  that  the  whole  fault  was  his, 
he  was  ready  to  suiimit  lo  the  judgment  and  the 
action  of  ihe  House.  To  say  that  he  regretted 
the  occurrence  as  inflicting,  in  some  decree,  upon 
his  fellow-members  in  that  House  an  indignity, 
was  not  to  express  the  full  extent  of  his  regret. 
He  regretted  it  on  account  of  his  constituents. 
They  were  a  peaceable  and  quiet  people,  and  it 
woufd  give  tiiem  pain  to  be  informed  that,  in 
anything  which  occurred  in  that  House,  the  con- 
duct of  their  representative  had  not  conformed  to 
their  disposition.  But  what  had  been  done  could 
not  be  recalled.  He  desired  that  a  committee 
should  be  appointed,  and  that  an  investigation 
should  be  haJ;and  that  ihe  blame,  if  any,  should 
fall  where  it  properly  belonged.  Il  mighl  be 
deemed  that  an  apology  was  due  from  him  to  the 
House,  as  he  had  been  guilty  of  what  looked 
ceriainly  more  like  fighting  lo-day,  than  he  ever 
had  been  before  in  his  life,  or,  as  he  hoped,  ever 
would  be  again.  He  was,  like  other  men,  sub- 
ject lo  passion,  and  it  was  often  more  hasty  than 
he  could  wish.  He  would  add,  moveover,  that 
he  never  treasured  hate.  Whatever  may  have 
occurred  was  occasioned  by  the  excitement  of 
the  moment,  and  thai  lieing  passed,  he  regrelted 
ihe  occurrence.  He  might  say  he  regrelted  it 
more  than  any  circumstanceof  his  life;  but,  inas- 
much as  it  could  not  be  recalled,  he  was  willing 
to  submit  the  whole  matter  to  ihe  judgment  of 
the  House,  and  abide  by  what  the  Mouse  should 
thereupon  deicrmine. 
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Mr.  WHITE  said,  aficr  wlial  had  fallen. from 
tlie  geniletnan  from  New  York,  lie  was  ready  lo 
respond  to  the  gentleman  in  equal  terms  of  con- 
ciliation. He  had  no  desire  lo  be  considered 
eiiiliy  of  harboring  feelings  of  animosity.  He 
Irankly  tendered  the  gentleman  his  hand. 

Messrs.  White  and  Uathbun  here  shook 
hands,  amidst  the  general  acclamation  of  the 
House.  r 

Mr.  HARDIN  moved  that  the  various  propo- 
sitions in  relation  to  this  matter  be  laid  upon  the 
table.  That  proposition  being  withdrawn,  how- 
ever, 

Mr;  C.  JOHNSON  said  he  trusted  the  recon- 
ciliation between  the  parties  would  be  satisfactory 
to  the  House;  and  he  proposed,  in  lieu  of  the 
proposition  before  them,  that  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee be  instructed  to  report  a  bill  to  prevent,  in 
future,  the  occurrence  of  scenes  of  violence  upon 
this  floor. 

Mr.  HOLM  ES  said  it  was  his  good  or  bad  for- 
tune to  have  been  absent  from  the  Hou.se  during 
the  enactment  of  the  late  disgraceful  scene.  He 
conceived  it  to  be  his  solemn  duty,  however,  with- 
out any  respect  to  persons — a  duly  which  he  owed 
to  his  constituents  and  to  the  country — to  move 
the  resolution  which  he  would  now  send  to  the 
Clerk's  table. 

Mr.  H.  sent  up  a  resolution  to  the  effect  that 
Messrs.  Rathbun  and  White  be  expelled  from 
the  House. 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that  the  resolution 
was  not  in  order. 

Mr.CHAPPELLsaid,like  thegentlemanfrom 
South  Carolina,  it  had  been  his  good  or  bad  for- 
tune not  to  be  a  witness  of  the  deplorable  scene 
which  had  occurred,  and  which  could  not  fail  to 
bring  discredit  upon  the  House  and  the  country. 
He  could  not  conSL-nt  that  the  matter  should  be 
obandoned  in  this  way.  Where  would  be  the 
dignity  of  the  House,  if  such  a  course  were  to 
be  pursued  ?  He  hoped  an  investigation  would 
be  had,  and  the  proper  censure  bestov/ed  where 
it  was  nierilid. 

Mr.  WHITE  said  he  did  not  object  to  the  res- 
olution of  the  genihmaii  from  North  Carolina, 
and  hoped  no  political  friend  of  his  would  inter- 
pose any  obstacle  to  its  [mssnge.  The  gentleman 
was  nu  political  friend  of  his;  but  on  this  occa- 
sion, OS  on  others,  he  hud  manifested  that  niagna- 
nimityand  high  sense  of  honorwhich  had  always 
characterized  him.  All  that  he  had  done  on  this 
occasion  challenged  his  highest  respect.  He  was 
■willing,  if  it  viaa  the  pleasure  of  the  House,  that 
the  fullest  investigation  should  be  had,  and  he 
hoped  that  hi-s  friend  IVoni  Georgia  would  with- 
draw his  motion  to  lay  the  subject  on  the  table. 
I^iat  justitia ,  mat  ccelitin. 

•Mr.  HOLMES  made  some  remarks,  which 
were  heard  too  indistinctly,  owing  to  the  position 
lie  took  in  the  Hall,  to  be  reported  with  accuracy. 
He  was  understood  to  repeat  his  deep  regret  at 
the  unhappy  occurrence  which  had  been  witnessed 
that  morning  in  the  Hall,  and  to  express  the  opin- 
ion that  it  was  due  to  the  repulation  and  dignity 
of  the  House  that  justice  should  be  done  without 
being  influenced  by  any  considerations  on  account 
of  the  individuals  concerned.  In  illustration,  he 
referred  to  the  case  of  Titus  Manlius,  son  of  the 
Roman  consul,  who,  returning  viciorious  with 
the  spoils  of  the  enemy  he  had  vonquished,  was 
put  lo  death  by  his  own  father  for  disobeying 
his  orders.  Mr.  H.  thought  that  there  were 
scarcely  any  circuntsiances  that  could  ju-^lify  the 
conduct  of  the  two  members,  and  that  they  de- 
served the  severest  censure  of  the  House. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  thought  the  matter  had  been 
settled  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  House  and  the 
two  gentlemen  concerned,  and  that  it  ought  now 
lo  be  ended.  If  the  dignity  of  the  House  was  lo 
\k  preserved,  it  must  be  done  when  there  was  a 
better  temper  than  seemed  lo  exist  nl  present. 
He  would  therefore  propo.se  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  hoped  the  House  would 
not  now  adjourn.  There  was  another  breach  of 
decorum  which  the  House  ought  to  lake  notice 
of.  He  understood  that,  at  the  door  of  the  House, 
a  police  otficer  had  been  shot  down  by  a  person 
unknown  to  him,  who  was  shooting  at  a  member 
of  the  House.  Some  order  should  be  taken  in 
regard  to  this  mutter.  He  did  not  nretend  to  point 
out  what  course  should  be  pursuea.  Perhaps  the 
H^use  might  determine  to  turn  the  criminal  over 


to  tlie  courts  of  justice,  or  it  might  act  upon  the 
matter  itself.  He  understood  the  individual  was 
in  custody. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky,  said  that  the  unfor- 
tunate individual  who  had  been  tnktninto  custody 
was  a  constituent  of  his,  a  very  respectable  man, 
and  the  son  of  a  revolutionary  oflicer.  He  had 
been  in  this  city  for  some;  time,  prosecuting  a 
claim  for  the  half  pay  due  his  father. 

Mr.  C.JOHNSON  said  he  had  a  resolution  on 
the  subject. 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  would  not 
detain  the  House.  He  had  only  one  remarl- 
make,  and  that  was,  it  was  due  to  the  individual 
thot  his  case  should  not  be  prejudged.  He  sup- 
posed ihat  a  commitlce  would  be  appointed,  and 
that  they  would  inquire  into  the  case.  To  this 
he  had  no  oljjections. 

Mr.  ELMER  was  of  opinion  that  they  owed 
it  to  the  dignity  and  reputation  of  the  House  lo 
adopt  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina.  The  House  had  been  frequently  in- 
volved in  occurrences  of  this  kind,  and  it  was 
time  that  something  was  done  to  prevent  a  recur- 
rence of  such  scenes.  The  gentlemen  [Messrs. 
Rathbln  and  Wiiitk]  had  both  expressed  their 
regret  at  what  had  taken  place;  but  still,  there 
was  something  due  lo  the  nigniiy  of  the  national 
Legislature,  which  had  been  violated  on  this  oc- 
casion, and  the  matter  should  be  investigated, 
and  then  the  House  should  deliberate  what  order 
should  be  taken  in  the  premises. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  said  that,  when  he  was  last 
up,  he  was  under  the  impression  that  the  resolu- 
tion had  been  withdrawn.  Finding  that  this  had 
not  been  done,  he  now  offered  a  resolution  as  an 
amendment,  that  the  select  committee  should  be 
instructed  lo  report  a  bill  providing  for  the  pre- 
vention of  any  such  occurrences  in  the  House  or 
its  purlieus.  Mr.  J.  then  sent  up  to  the  table  an 
amendment  lo  the  eflicct  as  above;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  suggested  whether  it 
would  not  be  better  to  omit  nil  notice  of  the  case 
before  the  House;  and  without  casting  a  retro- 
spective glance  at  the  past,  provide  lor  the  future. 
He  wos  not  sure  that  this  could  be  done;  but  he 
was  sure  that  it  could  not  be,  if  the  inquiries  of 
the  committee  were  directed  to  the  past. 

Mr.'  THOMPSON  proposed  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment.  He  thought  it  was  ab- 
solutely necessary  that  there  should  be  an  in- 
vestigation, as  contemplated  by  the  resolution; 
and  he  proposed  to  extend  it  toanotheroccurrence, 
in  which  the  order  of  the  House  had  been  violated. 
Since  he  had  the  honor  of  being  a  member  of  that 
House,  he  had  witnessed  two  or  three  similar 
occurrences;  and  he  thought  he  had  never  seen 
one  in  which  there  wos  so  much  disorder  and  so 
much  difficulty  in  restoring  order  as  the  present 
occasion.  Connected  with  this  matter,  also,  was 
an  outrage  offered  to  the  House  by  the  firing  of*a 
pistol  at  one  of  its  members,  by  which  one  of  the 
officers  was  severely  wounded.  He  supposed  it 
was  the  first  time  that  n  pistol  had  ever  been  fired 
ill  that  Hall.  The  committee  should  also  examine 
into,  and  report  the  facts  ill  relation  to  this  assault 
upon  an  officer  of  the  House,  and  report,  further, 
whether  there  was  any  connection  between  that 
cose  and  the  rencounter  between  the  two  mem- 
bers. 

There  was  another  circumstance  connected  with 
this  matter  which  also  deserved  investigation.  We 
should  guard  ourselves  against  the  idea  going 
abroad  that  we  have  armed  guards  around  the 
Hall,  and  that  men  are  introduced  into  it  with 
concealed  arms  about  them;  and  this  was  the 
ugliest  circumstance  connected  with  the  afl*air. 
Tliat  two  members  of  the  House,  in  the  sudden 
excitement  of  feeling,  should  strike  al  each  other, 
would  not  create  so  much  surprise,  and  might 
admit  of  some  palliation;  but  that  on  individual 
admitted  into  the  Hall  should  shoot  at  one  of  the 
members 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky,  hoped  the  gentle- 
man  would  refrain  from  making  any  remarks 
calculateil  to  prejudice  the  case  of  the  individual. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  said  that  such  ceriainly  was 
not  his  intention.  He  thought  it  his  duty  to  sub- 
mil  an  amL-ndmeiU;  and  in  doing  so  it  was  neces- 
sary to  explain  the  circumstances  which  gave  rise 
to  it.  It  would  be  also  necessary  for  him  to  state 
that  those  members  were  in  their  places  when  the 
difficulty  took  place  between  them;  but  that  the 
indKidual  who  tired  tlie  pistol  was  wliere  he  had 


no  right  to  be.  That  person  came  within  the  Ur 
and  one  of  the  members  told  hira  he  had  no  riijlil 
to  be  there.  He  resisted;  and,  for  putting  bira 
out,  he  drew  a  pistol  and  fired  nt  the  member. 
Thiswasanoutragewhirh  deserved  investigation. 
He  did  not  intend  lo  enlarge  on  this  subject, or 
create  any  prejudices  against  the  individusl;  but 
he  thought  the  matter  deserved  investigation. 

Mr.  T.  then  offered,  aa  an  amendment  u>  the 
amendment,  that  the  committee  also  inquire  and 
report  lo  the  House  the  facts  connecU'd  with  the 
firing  of  a  pistol,  by  which  one  of  its  officers  wu 
wounded. 

Some  conversation  ensued  between  Mr.  BAR- 
NARD and  Mr.  WHITE. 

Mr.  BARNARD  said  nothing  on  earth owlil 
justify  the  occurrence  which  they  liad  wiineuetl. 

Mr.  'JVHI  PE  asked  the  gentleman  front  New 
York  if  nothing  on  earth  could  justify  self-de- 
fense. 

Mr.  BARNARD  proceeded  with  his  remarks 
at  some  lenirth,  in  a  very  low  tone  of  voice. 

Mr.  STEWART,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  the 
previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  sustained  by  the 
House. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  the  question  to  be  on 
the  amendment  to  the  amendment  which  wu 
offered  by  Mr.  Tiiuhpsok. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  wiu  agreed 
lo;  also,  the  amendment  [Mr.  C.  Johssoh'i]  u 
amended;  and  likewise  the  original  resolution  la 
amended. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  then  offered  n  resolution, 
to  the  effect  that  William  S.  Moore,  now  in 
custody  of  the  Sergeant-ot-Arms,  be  impriioned 
until  the  end  of  the  present  session  for  contempt. 

Objections  were  made  to  the  resolution. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  moved  to  amend  the  r«- 
olution,  so  that  it  should  provide  that  William 
S.  Moore  be  detained  in  the  custody  of  theSer- 
geant-at-Arms  until  the  further  ordeti  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  PAYNE  movedlhat  the  prisoner  be  delir- 
ered  lo  the  civil  authorities  of  the  Di.strict.to  be 
tried  on  the  charge  of  having  fired  a  pistol,  with 
the  supposed  intent  to  killami-mberof  thisHouae, 
and  therewith  wounding  an  officer  of  this  Hoiiae. 

Some  conversation  ensued  between  Mi'ssn. 
PAYNE,  PETTIT,  BROWN  of  Indiana,  BEL- 
SER,  anii  others. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  moved  the  previous  quettion. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered  to  be  now  put;  being  M 
the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Patse. 

The  omendmenl  was  negatived. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  the  onginal 
resolution;  and  it  was  aiJopted. 

Mr.  WHITE  rose  and  remarked  that,  in  ref- 
erence to  the  individual  by  whom  the  aiiotwas 
fired,  although  he  was  informed  that  he  was  from 
the  State  of  Kentucky,  he  hod  no  kuowledjo  of 
the  man  whatever. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


' 


The  following  petitions^  presented  lo-dny,  w 
to  Iltc  reportertj  hv  the  tncniUerH  prei^enltnc  Ibfta: 

By  Mr.  KF.OINO  :  The  p<:tilion  (if  fifty-three  dOmmm 
CiHtu  county,  New  Mntiipshire,  prayhig  for  a  r«hirti<»i» 
the  ratfis  ol"  postage,  and  the  aboliiton  wf  the  franUvs  prt*' 
ileci; ;  whieh  was  referred  to  the  Comniitlee  ontbtf** 
Office  and  Post  Ron<Is. 

ANo,  tlie  petitions  or"  Re bet:ca  Demary,VloIette  Vamtaii 
Elizabeth  Biirley,  Lydia  Colby,  Lucy  Howe,  Elizabeili Cw- 
rier,  Phebe  Pike,  Meriain  Swain,  Dolly  Sanbom,  Ett»tc< 
IIaine!t,and  Ilannuli  Riirulietl,  for  the  continuance nftbar 
pon-iions  from  the  4th  of  M  irtfli,  1>MI,  to  the  4ih  dHAutt, 
1M3,  and  I'p»m  the  4th  of  March,  l*44,dur(n«  iheirwltn* 
llvufs ;  which  were  referred  to  the  Cuiiituiltrc  of  (be  \VWe 
on  tin-  wtatc  of  the  Union. 

By  Mr.  McCLKRN'AND:   The  p.'  ' 

Bowycr  and  one  hutulrcd  and  eighir 
the  States  of  Illinois  and  Kentucky,  p. 
inent  of  a  post  route  from  Piiducali,  in  liiu  ^i:n<-  "i  ^^"' 
lucky,  via  Metropolis,  Vienna,  and  Marion,  to  .Vloiiot  V«- 
imn,  in  the  State  of  Illinois;  which  was  refern-d  to  tW 
Continiltfie  on  the  Po«i  Ortice  and  P'wt  Roadi. 

By  Mr.  BOYD:  A  petition  for  a  mail  cweh  rotttf  ««• 
PndufHh,  in  Kentucky,  via  Meirn[K»lis>,  Vieuui,  Mari»*i 
und  Frankfort,  to  Mount  Vernon,  In  llliiioU. 


IN  SENATE. 
WedVcsdat,  .iprU  24,  1S44. 
Mr.  EVANS prestntod  ii  pelition  from  Thoieaa 
Flenick,  of   Maine,  praying    compensniion  w^ 
carrying  tlic  mail;  which  was  rcf    -    '  '    '' •  '  '  '* 
uiitlcc  on  llie  Post  Office  and  V^ 
Also,  a  mL-raoi'ial,  signed  by  ^^ 
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and  a  large  nuinbor  of  oihcr  persons,  of  the  State 
of  Mnino,  SL'tlin;;  forth  tlioir  olijpciions  to  the 
annexalioii  of  Tfxas  to  the  Uniii'd  States;  whicli 
wiis  rfferrcd  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  n  petition,  signed  by 
citizens  of  Monroe  county,  Mew  York,  setting 
forth  the  recent  injuries  to  the  hiirbnrnt  the  month 
of  the  Genesi'e  river,  nnd  nsking  for  nn  nppro- 
printion  for  the  repair  nnd  preservalion  of  the 
works  there;  whicli  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Conin>erce. 

Mr.  UPH.'VM  presented  a  remonstrance  of  citi- 
zensof  Townshend,  Windham  county,  Vermont, 
against  any  alteration  of  the  present  taritV,  and 
against  the  nnnexntion  of  Texas  to  the  United 
Slates;  which  was  refern'd  to  the  (.Committee  on  j 
Finance  and  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations.  1 

Also,  a  petition  from  Sahra  Shepard,  praying  j 
the  renewal  of  her  pension;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  nUCHAN.VN  presented  two  memorials 
from  citizens  of  Peiiiiaylvania.prolcstingstrongly 
against  any  change  tif  the  existing  inriff;  whicIi 
were  referred  to  the  Comniitti.e  on  Finance. 

Mr.  TALLMADGli  presented  remonstrances 
from  the  eounties  of  Ciueeii,  Seneca,  Oneida,  and 
Ontario,  New  York,  against  the  annexation  of 
Texas  to  the  United  Stales;  which  were  referred 
to  the  Commiltee  on  Foreign  Relutions. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  Sleubenville,  Ohio,  and 
fifteen  memorials  from  dilfrreiit  poriions  of  the 
Slate  of  New  York,  against  any  alteration  of  the 
present  tarift";  which  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finanei'. 

Mr.  MORFHE.VD  presented  a  petition  from 
the  heirs  of  John  Sliley,  deceaseil,  praying  in- 
demnity by  the  grant  of  lands  in  lieu  of  tho.se 
which  were  granted  him  in  the  northwestern  ter- 
ritory, and  ■suhsequenlly  sold  by  the  United 
Slates;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  citizens  of  Cuyahoga 
county,  Ohio,  remonstrating  against  the  ratifica- 
tion of  ari.y  treaty  for  tlie  annexation  of  Texas 
to  tile  United  Slates;  which  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.SEMPLK  pri:senicd  a  meniDrial  from  three 
hundred  nnd  sixteen  citizens  of  Illinois,  praying 
for  the  establishment  of  a  national  armory  at  old 
Fort  Massac,  in  that  State;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Aflairs. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  presented  additional  evi- 
dence in  support  of  tjic  claims  of  ihe  heirs  of 
Major  Thomas  Maguire;  which  was  referred  to 
(he  Committee  on  Pensions;  and  the  adverse  re- 
port of  tliat  committee,  heretofore  made  on  the 
oill  from  the  House  upon  the  subject,  was  recom- 
mitted to  tile  same  commiltee. 

Mr.  W-A.LKliR  presented  the  proceedings  of 
a  large  meeting  held  at  llie  court-house  in  the  city 
of  Philadelphia,  on  Monday,  the  22d  of  April,  in 
fa*or  of  tile  annexation  of  Texas;  which  were 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  presented  the  proceedings  of  a 
public  meeting  held  in  Bainbridge,  Geauga  coun- 
ty, Ohio,  without  distinction  of  parly,  in  oppo- 
sition to  tlie  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  Union; 
■which  were  referred  to  theComniiileeon  Foreign 
Relations;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  T.,  all  the  me- 
morials he  had  heretofore  pre.senled  oh  this  sub- 
ject were  taken  from  the  table,  and  committed  to 
the  same  committee. 

Also,  a  petition  from  citizens  of  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  asking  Congress  to  take  such  measures  to 
open  the  communication  between  Lake  Superior 
and  Lake  Huron  as  will  he  most  for  the  interest 
of  the  commerce  of  ihe  West;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

RKPOIITS  FItOM  COMMITTEES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  the  Committee  on 
Finance  was  discharged  from  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  bill  from  the  House  making  appro- 
priation.s  for  certain  improvements  in  the  Terri- 
tory of  Iowa,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Commiltee 
on  Territories. 

Mr.  BAYARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
AtFairs, to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  George 
Griffith  for  the  renewal  of  the  pension  of  Mrs. 
Green,  moved  that  that  committee  be  discharged 
from  its  further  consideration,  on  the  ground  that 
the  principles  of  the  petition  had  been  embraced 


in  a  general  report.  The  committee  was  dis- 
charged, and  the  report,  accompanying  the  mo- 
tion for  discharge,  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

RHODE  ISL.tND  AFFAIRS. 

Mr.  FRANCIS  pre.iented  the  protest  and  dec- 
laration of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  against  any 
interference  by  Congress  with  the  internal  gov- 
ernment and  constituii<^n  of  that  State.  In  ihis 
protest  they  a.s.serl  that,  under  the  charier  form 
of  government  under  wliicli  they  have  always 
lived,  iiniil  the  adoption  of  the  present  constitu- 
tion, ihey  joined  Willi  the  other  States  in  the  war 
of  the  Revolution,  as  an  independent  and  sover- 
eign State;  that,  as  such,  and  under  the  same  gov- 
enimeiil,  they  joined  the  Confederation  in  1778, 
by  which  their  frevdom  and  in<lep(?ndcnce  w«;re 
solemnly  guarantied  to  them;  that,  under  the 
same  form  of  government,  then  recognized  as  re- 
publican, they  became  one  of  the  United  Stales, 
and  received  a  guarantee  of  protection  against  in- 
vasion and  domestic  violence.  They  stale  that  a 
memorial  has  been  sent  to  Congress,  and  pre- 
sented in  one  branch  thereof,  requc  sting  Congress 
to  interfere  and  subvert  the  present  constitution 
of  that  Slate.  They  proiest  against  the  right  of 
Congress  nolo  lo  inquire  whether  the  late  charter 
form  of  government  of  that  Stale  was  rr/iiid/irnn, 
after  it  had  been  so  long  recognized  as  such;  and 
also  against  the  right  of  Congress  to  inquire  into 
Ihe  tinestion  whether  the  present  constitution  of 
Rhode  Island  is  the  lawful  one,  the  same  having 
been  decided  so  to  be  by  the  people  of  that  State, 
and  being  republican  in  iia  form ;  and  against  any 
interference  whatever  in  their  internal  concerns 
by  this  Government,  as  tending  lo  encourage  a 
spirit  of  discontent,  and  excite  insurrection  and 
rebellion. 

The  protest  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and 
be  primed. 

Mr.  ALLEN  desired  to  ask  the  Senator  from 
Rhode  Island  whether  it  was  his  intention  to  call 
up  hereafter  ihe  papers  just  presented  and  laid  on 
the  table,  with,  a  view  lo  their  reference,  or  any 
other  action  upon  them  .' 

Mr.  FRANCIS  replied  in  the  negative.  " 

NOTICE  OF  A  DILL. 

Mr.  SEMPLE  gave  notice  that  he  would,  to- 
morrow, ask  leave  to  inlroducc  a  bill  to  establish 
the  national  armory  for  the  West  at  Fort  Massac, 
Illinois. 

POSTAGE — FRANKING  PRIVILEOK. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MERRICK,  the  bill  to  re- 
duce the  rates  of  postage, to  limit  the  use  and  cor- 
rect the  abuse  of  the  franking  privilege,  and  for 
the  prevention  of  frauds  on  the  revenue  of  the  Post 
Olfice  Department,  was  taken  up,  as  printed  with 
the  amendments  heretofore  adopted. 

ThePRESIDENTsUited  thai  the  pendingqucs- 
tiiin  was  on  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia, [Mr.  Archer,]  to  strike  out  all  after  the 
fourlh  line,  in  the  eighth  section,  and  insert,  after 
the  words  **  tlmteacli  member  of  the  Senate,  each 
member  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  each 
Delegate  from  a  Territory  of  the  United  Slates," 
the  words,  "shall  be  authorized  to  frank  and  re- 
ceive, hereafter,  letters  in  manuscript,  not  exceed- 
ing one  half  ounce  in  weight  each." 

Mr.  SIMMONS  objected  that  the  amendment, 
without  intending  it,  would  have  the  effect  of  ciit- 
lingoff  the  privilege  of  receivingcommunicalions 
exceeding  half  an  ounce  in  weight — a  privilege 
continued  by  another  part  of  the  bill  authorizing 
the  excess  of  weight  to  be  charged  to  the  contin- 
gent fund,  when  it  appeared  that  the  communica- 
tion was  on  congressional  business.  He  sug- 
gested the  propriety  of  some  modification  to  avoid 
this  effect. 

Mr.  ARCHER  observed  that  it  was  not  his 
intention  that  his  amendment  should  have  the 
effect  objected  lo  by  the  Senator  from  Rhode 
Island. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  was  very  sorry  his  friend 
from  Virginia  had  introduced  this  amendment  at 
all.  If  the  cheap  postage  system  was  to  be  es- 
tablished, the  whole  principle  should  be  carried 
out;  and  that  it  was  impossible  to  carry  out  as 
long  as  the  franking  privilege,  as  it  now  exists, 
was  retained  to  any  considerable  extent,  such  as 
this  amendment  would  involve.  He  would  rather 
confer  upon  members  of  Congress  the  privilege  of 
franking  their  own  speeches  or  printed  matter, 
than  the  power  of  franking  letters  at  all,  during 


the  recess  of  Congress,  on  their  own  private  af- 
fairs. This  he  considered  a  personal  privilege, 
which  placed  members  of  Congress  on  a  footing 
different  from  that  of  other  citizens.  It  was  one 
he  could  not  vote  for,  after  denying  it  to  post- 
masters. 

Mr.  ARCHER  said  he  would  conform  to  the 
proposition  of  the  Senator  from  Rhode  Island,  by 
varying  his  motion  so  as  to  retain  the  eighth  sec- 
tion, and  add  to  it  a  proviso  that  each  memberof 
the  Senate,  each  memberof  the  House,  and  each 
Delegate  of  a  Territory  may  he  authorized  to  frank 
and  receive  letters  in  manuscript,  not  exceeding 
half  nil  ounce  each  in  weight, during  the  recess  of 
Congress. 

Mr.MERRICK  reiterated  hisargumentsagainst 
any  amendmenl  proposinj  to  extend  the  franking 
privilege  beyond  the  inridified  form  presented  in 
the  bill  as  now  printed.  He  sincerely  hoped  the 
amendment  would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  understood  the  proposition  of 
the  Senator  from  Virginia  now  to  be  to  leave  the 
bill  as  it  is,  and  add  a  proviso  extending  the 
franking  privilege  of  memuers  of  Congress  to  the 
recess. 

The  PRESIDENT  observed  that  it  was  under- 
stood tlieSenator  fi'om  Virginia  intended,  though 
not  yel  so  expressed,  that  his  motion  to  amend 
was  lo  be  exiended  to  the  ninlh  seciion. 

Mr.  ARCHER  remarked  thai,  if  his  present 
amendment  prevailed,  lie  would  follow  it  up  by  a 
motion  to  strike  outtheninihsection,  which  would 
then  be  unnecessary. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  observed  that  he  yesterday  un- 
derstood the  object  of  the  Senator  trom  Virginia 
to  be  to  change  the  plan  of  furnishing  free  slumps 
to  members  into  a  privilege  of  franking  and  re- 
ceiving letters,  not  exceeding  half  an  ounce  in 
weight,  during  the  session  of  Congress.  Now  it 
e.xtcnds  the  privilege  to  the  recess,  leaving  the 
free-cover  plan  still  in  force  for  the  session  of  Con- 
gress. He  should  very  much  prefer  the  motion 
made  by  the  Senator  yesterday. 

Here  an  informal  discussion  arose,  in  which  it 
was  pointed  out  that  the  objections  could  be  re- 
moved by  further  amendment. 

Mr.  Merrick  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  said  he  felt  embarrassed,  in 
being  called  upon  lo  vote  for  the  amendment  sep- 
arated from  the  question  of  striking  out  the  ninth 
seciion,  the  one  being  contingent  on  the  other. 

After  a  ahori  debate  on  this  point,  Mr.  ARC  HER 
said,  if  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina  would 
offer  the  modification  he  desired,  he  would  ac- 
cept it. 

Mr.  MERRICK  raised  a  point  of  order — the 
Senate  having  already  refused  to  strike  out  the 
ninlh  section. 

The  PRESIDENT  decided  that  the  former  mo- 
tion having  been  simply  one  lo  strike  out,  and  the 
present  motion  being  one  lo  strike  out  and  insert, 
ihe  laiter  wits  a  new  proposition,  and  consequently 
in  order. 

Mr.  SIMMON.S  made  a  few  observations  not 
distinctly  heard,  but  understood  to  be  in  relation 
to  ihe  atlvanlnge  which  would  result  from  remov- 
ing the  objections  bo  strongly  urged  against  the 
abu.ws  of  the  franking  privilege. 

Mr.  MERRICK  further  urged  the  necessity  of 
members  yielding  up  their  personal  privileges  for 
the  general  good. 

Mr.  SIMMONS  said  the  operation  of  the  amend- 
ment would  not  be  such  as  the  chairman  of  the 
Post  Oflice  Committee  imagined. 

Mr.  ARCHER  accepted  the  proposition  of  the 
Senator  from  North  Carolina,  to  strike  out  the 
ninth  seciion.  His  amendment,  in  substance, 
would  amount  to  merely  changing  the  proposed 
modification  of  the  franking  privilege — that  of 
substituting  free  covers  with  regard  to  letters  sent, 
arid  the  receiptof  communications,  by  reinstating 
the  franking  privilege  as  it  now  exists,  merelv 
limiting  it  lo  the  franking  and  free  receiptof  manu- 
script letters  not  exceeding  halfan  ounce  in  weight. 
Mr.  A.  showed  that  this  would  be  a  just  and 
proper  mode  preserving  a  great  public  privilege, 
and  at  the  .same  time  so  limiting  it  that  it  could 
not  affect  the  revenue  of  the  Department  injuri- 
ously. 

The  PRESIDENT  then  slated  the  question 
pending  to  be  on  sii iking  out  the  ninth  section, 
and  inserting  at  the  end  of  the  eighth  section  the 
proviso  moved  by  the  Senator  from  Virginia;  en 
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which  the  yeas  and  nays  had  been  called  for  and 
ordpred. 

Mr.  liUCH  ANAN  said  ihe  Senator  from  Rhode 
Island  [Mr.  Simmoni]  would. now  perceive  what 
■was  the  end  of  all  his  calculations.  The  ninth 
section  had  to  be  .stricken  ont.  The  Senator  from 
Maryland  [Mr.  Merrick]  had  given  notice  that 
the  word  "sent"  was  to  be  inserted  in  the  eighth 
«eclion,  after  the  word  "received."  As  to  the 
franking  privilege,  it  was  to  be  restored  entirely 
to  its  present  siate,  with  this  single  exception: 
that  during  the  recess  of  Congress  members  enould 
have  the  right  to  frank  and  receive  manuscript 
leltersand  documents  not  exceeding  half  an  ounce 
in  weight.  At  present  the  right  extended  to  two 
ounces.  Now,  the  whole  change  in  the  question 
was  whether  members  of  Congress  should  pass 
this  bill,  reserving  In  themselves  the  franking 
privilege  entirely  as  it  now  existi'd,  with  the  sin- 
gle exception  that  they  franked  manuscript  letters 
during  the  recess  weighing  two  ounces,  under  the 
present  regulation,  but  were  limited  by  this  amend- 
ment to  letters  weighing  half  ail  ounce.  The 
Senate  was  now  to  decid**  the  question,  for  it  was 
the  great  point  whether  the  country  was  to  have 
a  cheap  postage  system  on  correct  principles  or 
not. 

He  desired  to  ask  this  question:  had  there  been 
a  single  application  made  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
■entiitivcs  or  the  Senate  that  did  not  complain  of 
the  abuse  of  the  franking  privilege.^  They  had 
received  resolutions  from  eight  States,  ai]d  peti- 
tions and  memorials  iVom  thousaiid  and  lens  of 
thousands  of  the  people.  The  majority  of  these 
asked,  not  for  the  abatement  of  the  privilege,  but 
for  its  entire  abolition. 

It  was  reduced  by  this  bill,  so  far  as  it  concerned 
public  documents  sent  by  either  House  of  Con- 
gress; it  was  reduced,  so  far  as  regarded  the  re- 
ceiving of  them;  and,  for  thirty  days  before  and 
thirty  days  after  the  s(  ssion,  a  member  had  the 
privilege  of  .sending,  by  stamp,  five  Utters  a  day 
to  his  constituents.  The  proposition  now  before 
the  Senate  wms  to.  restore  that  right  wilhoul  any 
diminution  whatever,  except  in  regard  to  the  re- 
duction of  weight  from  two  ounces  lo  half  an 
ounce,  during  the  recess  of  Congress.  As  to  the 
printed  matter,  there  could  he  sent,  under  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  Senator  fi'om  Vir- 
ginia, all  that  hadever  been  scntduringihe  whole 
session,  and  for  thirty  days  before  and  after.  The 
Senator  from  Virginia  had  agreed  to  accept  that 
modification  as  a  part  of  his  system;  which  sys- 
tem was  to  restore  the  present  franking  privilege. 
Could  it  be  possil>le  that  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  after  all  it  had  done,  was  about  to  pursue 
that  course?  The  franking  privilege  had  been 
abused,  and  it  was  abused  even  by  the  best  in 
either  body.  They  could  not  avoid  doing  it.  Was 
there  a  Senator  present  who  did  not  receive  letters 
under  cover  to  himself,  directed  to  some  person 
in  this  city.'  It  was  tiie  only  abuse  of  the  fj-anking 
privilege  lie  had  ever  himself  committed.  He  had 
rec(Mved  such  letters  frequently;  and  he  generally 
delivered  them  to  the  persons  to  whom  ihi'y  were 
directed.  He  had  often  written  to  his  correspond- 
ents and  requested  them  not  lo  do  it  any  more. 
He  had  never  franked  letters  for  u  gentleman; 
but  when  a  lady  made  such  a  request  of  him,  he 
had  not  the  heart  to  refuse  her.  In  the  year  1840, 
he  had  found  franks  in  this  city, at  public  hotels, 
to  almost  any  number;  and,  as  the  Setmtor  from 
Maryland  [Mr.  Mkrrick]  said,  the  principals  of 
schools  had  called  upoii  members  of  Congress, 
and  obtained  from  them  bundles  of  franks,  for 
the  purpose  of  avoiding  postage  in  these  institu- 
tions. He  believed  the  country  hail  become  con- 
vinced that  this  franking  privilege  had  been  most 
grossly  abused. 

He  was  not  opposed  to  retaining  this  privilege, 
80  far  as  it  was  made  a  means  of  convenience  in 
transmitting  papers  and  documents  of  public  infi- 
portance,  in  preference  to  the  private  letters  of 
members;  but  he  did  not  like  the  proposed  sys- 
tem of  doing  this  by  stamps  any  more  than  the 
Senator  from  Virginia.  He  would  rather  they 
should  be  stricken  out  altogether;  but  he  believed 
the  majority  of  the  Senate  thought  otherwise. 
As  to  the  forging  of  stamps,  there  was  no  danger 
of  that.  The  wlnde  system  in  England  wascar- 
ried  on  by  stamps;  the  penny-post  was  carried 
on  by  slumps;  and  the  Government  took  care 
that  ihey  should  be  so  executed  that  they  could 
nol  be  forged. 


AVhilc  this  bill  regulated  the  franking  privilege, 
and  gave  to  members  of  Congress  all  the  privi- 
lege they  desired,  to  receive  letters  free  of  postage 
during  the  session,  and  to  send  five  letters  a  day 
to  their  constituents,  it  removed  all  that  suspicion 
from  the  pulflic  mind  which  now  attached  iiscif 
to  those  who  enjoyed  the  privilege.  That  sus- 
picion did  exist  in  the  public  mind,  nii^ht  be  seen 
from  the  numerous  niemorTnls  presented  herefrom 
day  to  day.  Should  menil)ers  then  hold  to  this 
privilege  undiminished,  with  llie  graup  of  fate  ? 
Many  a  day  passed  over  his  head,  at  home, dur- 
ing which  he  did  not  write  a  single  letli;r;  and 
the  fmnks  to  be  given  him  during  a  session  of 
Congress  would  not  cover  one  half  the  letters  that 
he  was  obliged  to  write.  Still  he  wanted  to  be 
free  from  all  suspicion — fronunll  imputation.  If 
the  franking  privilege  was  restored,  it  would  nol 
be  so  very  small  a  lliing  as  the  Senator  from 
Rhode  Island  seemed  to  imagine.  It  was  a  loss 
to  the  Post  Office  Department  of  §60,000  a  year. 
According  to  the  estimates  in  October,  il  was  only 
$30,000;  but  double  the  amount  of  letters  were 
franked  during  the  session  of  Congress  that  were 
franked  during  the  recess.  Therefore,  the  calcu- 
lation made  in  October  could  not  be  relied  upon 
as  a  criterion. 

For  his  own  part,  he  considered  tliia  an  im- 
portant principle;  and  lie  hoped  the  Senate  would 
persist  in  adhering  lo  its  former  delerminaiions. 
He  would  vote  against  the  amendment. 

Mr.  SEVIER  understood  that  this  bill,  from 
the  beginning,  was  urged  through  against  the 
well-known  hostilily  of  the  roslniaster  General. 
It  not  only  proposed  to  cut  down  the  postage 
against  his  sense  of  what  was  due  lo  the  Depart- 
ment, but  to  cut.  down  the  franking  privilege 
against  the  sense  of  those  who  enjoy  il  for  ihe 
benefit  of  their  constituents;  for  ho  maintained 
that  the  privilege  as  its  exists  should  be  re- 
tained, because  il  was  nn  important  privilege  of 
the  people.  He  pointed  out  where  the  ohuses  of 
the  iVanking  privilege  were  to  be  found,  and  how 
ihey  should  be  remedied.  Ho  also  pointed  out 
the  evils  thai  would  be  inflicted  on  such  new 
countries  as  that  of  his  State,  by  the  operation  of 
tt  bill  which  must  result  in  suppressing  the  non- 
paving  mail  routes. 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
and  rcsuUcd — yeas  17,  nays  20;  as  follows: 

YE.\S— .Messrs.  Archer,  Harrow,  Cinjton,  Colquilt, 
Evniis,  Foster,  ll;iiinej;nit,  llnywowJ,  linger,  Jtiluisoii, 
Mnn^tiin,  Hives,  Scaiple,  Hevier,  Simmons,  while,  and 
Wooilbridgc — 17. 

NAYS  — Messrs.  .Mien,  Alchlaon,  Athorton,  Dustiy, 
fta.viird,  Broese,  lliichniiaii,  Ciioate,  Crittenden,  D:\ytori, 
Fnirfi.^Id.  r'ullnn,  IloiidiTson,  Ilunliieiuui,  Janiu'jin.  Mc- 
I)iiffie,  Merrick,  Miller,  Peare*',  Poller,  Sturgeon, Toppnn, 
Upliniii,  Wallter,  WtxHibury,  and  Wriglil— iit). 

Mr.  MERRICK  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
adding  an  addilional  section,  as  follows: 

ycc.  9.1.  Jind  he  it  further  CTiacled,  Tliat  all  ranses  nt' 
aclinn  arising  under  thiif  acl,  mayiie  snpd,aiid  all  olienseu 
acainst  thi.-!  act  may  be  proseentcd,  before  any  eireuil  or 
district  cnurl  of  the  Ifrtiied  Stales,  or  of  tlie  District  of 
Columbia,  or  of  the  Terillorie.s  of  the  Uiiiled  Slates, 

The  amendinenl  was  adopted. 

Mr.  EVANS  suggested  that,  according  the  bill, 
the  allowance  of  free  stamps  to  members  would 
be  subject  lo  great  inequality.  Members  living 
at  a  shorl  distance  would,  by  the  pro  rata  allow- 
ance, get  twice  as  many  free  covers  as  members 
living  atagreat  distapce.  For  instance:  members 
whose  constituents  were,  only  thirty  miles  olT, 
would  get  lW(!nLy-five  covers  a  piece  per  day, 
while  he  and  all  other  members  from  a  distnnee 
would  get  but  five  per  day.  He  thought  the 
number  lo  each  member  ought  to  be  the  same, 

Mr,  MERRICK  said  the  bill  proposed  five  free 
covers  per  day  at  the  highest  rate  of  postage;  or 
an  equivalent  number  of  those  at  lower  rales.  He 
did  not  see  any  possible  plan  of  making  the  num- 
ber and  rale  equal  to  ad  members, 

Mr,  EVANS  said  that,  as  he  understood  the 
bill,  it  was  to  give  five  stamps,  at  the  highest 
rale,  (fifteen  cents,)  to  each  member,  or  seventy- 
five  cents  worth  per  day;  that  is,  seven  and  a  half 
at  ten  cents,  fifteen  at  five  cents,  or  twtsnty-fivc  at 
three  cents, 

Mr,  MERRICK  wished  to  know  what  propo- 
sition could  be  made  that  would  equalize  the 
matter, 

Mr,  EVANS  moved  to  amend  the  ninth  sec- 
tion, by  striking  out  the  pro  rata  choice,  and 
making  il  five  stamps  per  day  to  each  member,  to 


Eass  free  through  the  mail  to  any  part  of  the 
fniied  Stairs, 

Mr,  HAYWOOD  objected  to  tliis  system  of 
transferring  §31,000  worth  of  privilegcinlo$^9,0()0 
worth  of  stamps,  at  seventy-five  cents  a  piect, 
which  may  be  converted  into  money  by  any  on« 
so  disposed.  He  calculated  that,  between  the 
long  and  shorl  sessions,  the  average  of  a  nx 
months  annual  session  might  be  Utken,  and  com- 
puting the  stamps  to  every  member  of  Congren, 
and  the  officers  of  ihe  two  Houses,  atsevenly-fiTe 
cents  per  day  for  these  six  months,  the  whole 
amoniil  would  not  fall  short  of  what  he  hodesti- 
maled— $49,000. 

He  pointed  out  the  inequality  of  the  operalion 
of  the  proposed  plan,  both  as  regards  ihc  popula- 
tion of  the  respective  States,  and  as  regards  die 
number  of  Senators  for  each  State,  compared  vith 
the  number  of  Representatives  whoore  lo  receiie 
these  free  stamps.  He  had  made  calculalioiuu 
tn  the  efteets  of  this  bill  on  the  revenue  of  iheDt- 
partnienl;  and  hefound  that,  if  the  niiinberoriel- 
ters  continued  the  same  as  now,  the  loss  by  reduc- 
tion of  the  rates  would  be  §1,606,000,  onlof  u 
income  of  §3,500,000 — almost  a  loss  of  fifty  pet 
cent.  It  would  lake  ilie  following  rates  ofincrtue 
to  save  ihe  Department  from  loss,  viz*  on  three- 
cent  letters,  one  hundred  per  cent,;  on  fire-cent 
letters,  one  hundied  and  ten  percent,;  on Irn-eent 
letters,  seventy-five  per  cent,;  and  on  the  longeit 
distances  and  fil'iecn-cent  postage,  sixty-six  pet 
cent.  He  pointed  out  the  fallacy  of  basing  the 
expectalions  of  increased  revenue  from  rt-iluctioiM 
of  postage  on  calculations  of  the  nunilierof  lotlera 
lo  be  anlicipated  from  a  given  population;  and 
proved  that,  by  the  very  amendments  adopted  in 
the  several  claosis  of  the  bill  hn  il  now  stood, the 
means  of  making  up  for  deficiencies  of  incooe 
by  reduclion  of  postage,  had  been  diverted  from 
that  olijecl,  thereby  nmdering  it  ineviiaWe  ihil 
there  shall  be  a  deficit  chargeable  on  the  Treasury. 
He  contrasted  the  penny-post  system  of  Eneland 
with  Ihe  proposed  plan  here,  wiih  avicw  of  show- 
ing that,  although  the  benefits  of  that  system  are 
nhtieipated,  not  one  of  ils  leading  featuref  bu 
been  adhered  to.  In  England  the  rate  is  rasde 
nniforin  at  one  penny.  Here  there  arc  In  be  four 
dilferent  rates;  there  the  rate  is  by  weight;  here 
it  is  compound;  there  everything  passing  ihrontk 
the  mails  is  to  pay;  here  the  franking  pririlejeis 
retained;  there  the  Government  is  topsy(likfin' 
dividunis)  the  postage  on  oil  GoTemmenl  Icllfti; 
here  the  Govr-rnmenl  eommiinicntionscolree,Ae, 
He  showed  thai  no  calcijaiions  could  Ix  fairiy 
made  on  eomjiarisons  of  population;  forlrflaiw, 
with  eight  million  people,  had,  under  the  penny- 
post  system,  only  as  many  letters  os  Scoilanil. 
with  only  two  and  a  half  million  people.  The 
population  of  Iri.'land — half  that  of  England  and 
Wales — had  but  one  eighth  thi'  number  of  leurra, 
and  Scotland  also  bii't  one  eighth  the  numbet  of 
letters,  of  England  and  Wales.  He  entered  it 
large  into  a  comparative  statement  of  much  slaiit- 
tical  detail,  showing  that  the  principles  on  which 
the  English  penny-posi  system  was  founded*™ 
wholly  inapplicable  to  th.scoiinlrv. 

Mr,  MERRICK  was  satisfied  'that  the SeMls 
was  very  eager  to  hear  speeches  on  this  bill,  bat 
he  would  spare  them  ihi-  infliction  of  a  speech  of 
his  in  reply  to  the  Senator  from  North  Caroliia, 
and  allow  his  remarks  to  go  for  what  ihey  were 
worth.  He  should  merely  make  one  corrwiioii; 
it  was,  llnu,  on  members' franks,  instead  of  their 
•being  an  augmentation  of  expenses,  according  to 
this  bill,  there  would  be  a  saving  of  $100,0(I0» 
year!  , 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Eiixs 
ami'ndment,  by  yens  and  nays;  and  reSultfil— 
yens  40,  nays  1;  as  follow: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Archer,  Alehlson.  Alhertoii, 
Barrow,  Benton,  Brecse,  i>uehan.-ui,  Clayioo,  *-"^flS*i 
Criuenden,  Davlon.  Evans,  Fairfield,  Fo,i|pr,  ff—^ 
Fulton,  HayMeiod,  llcndcr-on,  lluier,  Hunlmjtoo,  » 
nagln,  SicDuffle.  Mansuni,. Miller,  Mor<-hcad,Pni«^nr- 
tcr,  Rives,  SeinplcHevler,  Simmons,  SlurgeoP.TaU*i*'i^ 
Tappan,  Upliani,  Walker,  VVoodbridje,  WkmUkuTi  "* 
Wriclil— 10. 

NAY— Mr.  Merrick- 1. 

So  the  amendment  w.ts  adopted. 

Mr.  EVANS  then  moved  nmendments  nee* 
sary  to  make  the  bill  conform  with  the  ameM- 
ment  just  adopted. 

The  amendments  were  adopted. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  asked  the  Senator  fre" 
Maine  if  his  amendments  made  any  other  iltt* 
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tioil  man  inai  oi  m:iKing  inc  nunuier  oi  suimjis 
to  eaHi  iTif-nibrr  of  Congress  oqu:il. 

Mr.  EVANS  said  dial  was  ihe  sole  effect  of  the 
allcratiuns. 

No  oilic^r  amendments  being  offered,  the  ques- 
tion was  on  ordcrins;  llie  liill  lo  be  engrossed  for 
n  iliird  reading;  lipon  which  qucsiion  ilie  y«»a 
and  nays  were  cullfd  for;  and  bein^  ordered, 
resulted — yeas  29,  nays  14;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Mensrs.  All™.  Atli.riiin,  Dnyard,  lliiehnnnn, 
Clioalf,  CUytiin,  Criueniii'ii,  Diiylon,  Kvniii',  Fairfifld, 
Fratieijt,  Hci'ijcrsiiii,  llmiliiitil'iii,  Juriisi;:iii,  M<'rrltk,  Mil- 
ler, MurelH'atl,  Pt-aree,  Ptirlrr.  t^iiiitiioiH,  Siiirsroii,  Ta)!- 
tnnde,  Tapimn,  rpli.nii,  Walker,  Wliili;,  Wooilliridse, 
VVoodbur) .  and  VVrijjltl — '->9. 

NAYS— Me-wrs.  Alchi^mi,  Bathy,  narrow,  .Deiilnii, 
BricM!,  C?nlqiiilt,  Fo-liT,  lulliin,  11.1) wnud,  linger,  Mc- 
Duffie,  Manginii,  Selii|»li*.  and  Sevier— M. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time. 

THE  TARIFF. 

Mr.  DAYTON  expressed  a  wish  that  the  Sen- 
ate would  intimnic,  in  some  way  or  oiher,  when 
it  would  be  most  agreeable  to  resume  ihe  discus- 
sion of  the  tariff  qni.-stion.  It  was  all  the  same  to 
him  when  it  should  be  the  pleasure  of  the  Senate 
lo  hear  him — to-morrow  would  answer.  He  was 
desirous  a  day  should  be  fixed,  but  had  no  dis- 
position to  inierl'eie  with  other  business. 

Mr.  MEUIMCK  hoped  the  Senator  from  New 
Jersey  would  consent  lo  let  the  motion  lie  ox-er 
till  Monday.  It  was  desirable  that  the  Post  Office 
bill,  and  some  other  business,  should  get  through 
this  week. 

DISTRICT  BANKS. 

Mr.  MILLER  hoped  his  colleague  would  as- 
sent to  the  posiponeiucnl.  While  up,  he  would 
move  lo  malic  ihe  bill  for  recliartering  the  banks 
of  the  District  of  Columbia  the  special  order  for 
Friday. 

The  motion  was  adopted. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRE.SENTATIVES. 
Wednesdat,  .liirit  i!4,  1844. 

The  minutes  of  yesterday  were  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

PERSONAL  EXPLANATIONS. 

Mr.  WELLER  moved  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  un  the 
state  of  the  Union,  for  the  purpose.of  proceeding 
■with  the  consideration  of  the  tariff  bill. 

Mr.  KENNEDY,  of  Indiana,  hoped  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  would  withdraw  that  motion, 
that  he  might  have  the  opportunity  lo  correct  a 
report,  published  in  one  of  the  city  papers,  (the 
Intelligencer.) 

Mr.  WHITE  said  he  rose  to  a  privileged  ques- 
.tion. 

Mr.  KENNEDY,  of  Indiana,  remarked  that 
bis  was  a  privileged  question  likewi.se. 

Mr.  WillTE  said,  for  the  first  time  in  his  life 
^-^nd  he  wished  the  reporters  at  both  desks  to 
take  down  every  word  he  uitered — lie  felt  called 
upon  to  notice  a  paragraph  which  appeared  in  one 
of  the  city  papers. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  rose  and  addressed  the 
Chair. 

The  SPEAKER  simultaneously  remarked  to 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  that  his  explana- 
tion could  only  be  made  with  general  consent. 

Objections  were  made  in  several  parts  of  tlie 
House. 

Mr.  KING,  of  New  York,  said  it  certainly 
could  not  be  desirable  to  revive,  on  this  floor,  a 
discussion  of  the  occurrences  of  yesti-rday,  nor 
to  open  the  door  to  anything  that  might  lead  to 
altercation.  That  whole  subject  had  been  referred 
to  a  i;ommittee,  by  whom  the  facLs  would  be  as- 
certained and  reported  to  the  House;  and  this 
matter  shpuld  await  the  report  of  that  committee. 
He  trusted  the  House  would  refuse  to  suspend 
the  rules  at  this  time,  lo  take  up  that  matter,  or 
anything  connected  with  it. 

Mr.  pROMGOOLE  inquired  if  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  wished  lo  correct  a  misreport  of 
any  of  Ins  remarks. 

Mr.  WHITE  replied  that  that  to  which  he 
■wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  was  in 
■what  purported  to  be  a  report  of  what  had  oc- 
curred in  this  House,  but  not  in  the  usual  current 
ire  ports. 


1  ne  ot  11. Jin-n-ix  again  aum  iiie  geiuieiiian  couiu 
only  be  heard  by  general  consent. 

Mr.  KENNEDY,  of  Indiana,  repeated  the 
expression  of  his  desire  to  correct  a  misrepre- 
sentation of  himself. 

Mr.  WHITE  said  he  had  no  doubt  the  House 
would  hear  tin;  gentleman  from  Indinnuarul  him- 
self loo.  Suchliad  been  ihe  course  hithcrlo  ])ur- 
sued. 

Mr.  IBRODHEAD  asked  the  gentleman  from 
Keniucky  if  the  editor  of  the  pnperalluded  to  had 
refused  him  the  privilege  of  inserting  a  corieciion 
or  explanation. 

Mr.  WHITE  was  understood  lo  say  that  he 
had  made  no  such  request. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  insisted  on  the  question 
being  taken  on  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  for 
the  purpose  of  going  into  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  WHITE  said  this  had  always  been  con- 
sidered a  priviieijed  question. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  ol  Pennsylvania,  hoped  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  would  be  allowed  to 
explain.  , 

The  SPEAKER  reiterated  the  decision,  that 
it  could  only  be  done  by  general  consent  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  WHITE  appealed  to  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  [Mr.  Weli.kii]  to  withdi'aw  his  motion,  that 
that  obslarle  might  be  removed. 

Mr.  WELLER  .said  if  he  was  to  come  into  the 
House  to  explain  all  that  the  newspapers  said  of 
him,  he  should  often  do  it,  and  should  consume 
much  time.  If,  however,  the  gentleman  had  a 
personal  explanation  lo  make,  he  would  not  persist 
in  his  mntiiin;  for  he  had  no  disposition  lo  pre- 
vent the  geiulemnii  making  a  personal  explana- 
tion.    He  therefore  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  WHITE  then  inquired  if  there  was  any 
objection  to  his  explanation. 

Mr.  ELMER  objected. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  a  su.s- 
pension  of  the  rules,  to  give  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  an  opportunity  to  proceed  with  his 
explanation. 

Mr.  ELMER  called  foi;  the  yens  and  nays  on 
that  niolion,  with  the  observation  that  he  wished 
to  record  his  vote  against  such  a  motion. 

Mr.  KENNEDY,  of  Indiana,  rose  to  a  ques- 
tion of  order.  He  rose  first,  and  desired  permis- 
sion to  make  an  explanation;  and  he  wished  to 
know  how  it  was  that  the  motion  in  relation  to 
the  geni|pmanJ"roni  Kentucky  took  precedence. 

The  SPEAKER  explained. 

Mr.  KENNEDY,  of  Indiana,  remarked  that 
he  could  make  his  explaimlion  by  a  simple  para- 
graph. 

Mr.  COBB  suggested  to  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Morris]  to  make  his  motion 
applieoble  both  lo  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
[Mr.  White]  and  the  gentleman  from  Indiana, 
[Mr.  KENNEnv.] 

Mr.  WHITE.     Certainly. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  of  Pennsylvania,  assented;  and 
the  motion  was  so  amended. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  ordered  on  the 
motion  to  suspend  the  rules;  and  being  taken, 
resulted — yeas  98,  noys  64. 

So  the  rules  wiTe  not  suspended ,  (two  thirds  not 
voting  in  the  affirmative.) 

Mr.  CHAPMAN, of  Alabama,  when  his  name 
was  called,  said  ihat  he  had  always  regretted  the 
practice  of  this  House  of  indulging  members  in 
explaining  or  correcting  newspaper  reports  and 
paragraphs.  The  present,  he  thought,  was  a  fit 
occasion  to  correct  the  error,  without  just  cause 
of  suspicion  of  unworthy  motives,  as  the  appli- 
cation embraced  a  member  of  each  of  the  political 
parties.  He  therefore  voted  against  a  suspension 
of  the  rules. 

TIIK  TARIFF. 

Mr.  WELLER  then  renewed  his  motion  to  go 
into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of 
the  Union;  which  was  agreed  to;  and  the  commit- 
tee look  un  the  "  bill  to  modify  and  amend  ihe 
act  entitled  *  An  act  to  provide  revenue  from  im- 
ports, and  to  change  and  modify  existing  laws 
imposing  duties  on  imports,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses,'approved  1.3ih  August,  1842." 

The  CHAIRMAN  stated  the  pending  question, 
and  announced  that  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  J.  Brixkerhoff]  was  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  J.  BRINKERHOFF observed  that  a  kind 


OI  laiaiiiy  seemeu  lo  aiienu  an  aiiemnis  on  nis 
part  to  secure  an  opportunity  to  address  the 
House.  It  would  be  recollected  that,  when^  de- 
bale  sprung  up  concerning  the  reference  of  a  por- 
tion ot  Ihe  President's  message,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  session,  he  was  prevented  from  par- 
ticipating in  that  debate  bv  a  sudden  and  severe 
indisposition;  and  on  yesterday  his  reniarks  were 
arrested  by  the  occurrence  of  a  .scene  surh  as  he 
had  never  before  witnessed,  and  siieli  as  he  hoped 
he  never  would  again ;  one  which  he  would  gladly 
blol  out  from  the  history  of  this  Congress.  It 
was  not  for  him, a  young  man  and  «  young  mem- 
ber, to  lecture  that  Ilinise,  if  heshcmid  be  so  dis- 
posed; but  liir  trusied  he  might  be  permitted  to 
say  that  much  of  the  violence  and  heal  which 
manifesled  itself  there  arose  from  the  hal)it  which 
prevailed  of  sprakiiii:  upon  every  other  subject 
except  the  one  espeeially  uiulerconsideratioii.  It 
was  a  practice  which  he  did  not  admire,  and  one 
which  he  did  not  intend  to  imitate. 

He  would  endi'avor  to  confine  himself  strictly 
to  the  bill  under  consideration.  It  would  be  re- 
membered thai,  in  the  debate  lo  which  hb  had 
alluded,  that  sprung  up  in  the  early  part  of  the 
session  in  reference  lo  this  subject,  the*  gentleman 
from  New  York  [Mr.  Barnard]  conlended  that 
it  was  in  vain  lo  look  lo  great  Britain  for  a  mar- 
ket for  our  surplus  produclions;  and  ventured  the 
prediction  that,  in  five  years.  Great  Britain  would 
l>ecome  an  exporter  of  agricultmni  productions. 
He,  on  that  occjision,  in  reply  m  the  genileman, 
had  proceeded  to  show  that  tlie  tariff  e8lal>lislied 
by  ihe  British  Parliament,  in  181.^,  was  based 
upon  the  position  that,  unless  by  legislation  the 
prices  of  breadstuffs  were  kept  up  to  eighty  sliil- 
linss  sterling  the  quarter,  much  of  the  cultivable 
l.ind  would  have  to  be  abandoned.  He  further 
proceeded  lo  show  that,  in  consequence  of  the 
reduction  of  prices  which  had  occurred  in  Great 
Britain  in  consequence  of  the  resumption  of  8|'»ecie 
payments  by  the  Bank  of  EnglantI,  the  English 
corn  laws  were  remodeli'd  in  1832,  on  the  assump- 
tion that  it  was  still  necessary  lo  keep  up  the 
price  of  grain  to  seventy  shillings,  or  else  an 
abandonment  of  the  cultivation  of  much  land  in 
the  kingdom  must  ensue;  and  it  was  a  fact  that 
such  occurrences  were  not  unknown.  Great 
Britain  had  been  a  very  large  importer  of  grain 
from  this  country ;  and  under  such  circumstanceR, 
how  could  it  be  possible  that  she  should  ever  be- 
come the  rival  of  this  country  in  ihc  production 
of  grain? 

He  look  the  position  that  it  was  impossible  to 
build  up  a  home  market  in  this  country  for  our 
surplus  agricultural  productions.  It  could  nut  be 
done. 

Mr.  B.  refuted  the  argument  so  often  used,  that 
a  protective  tariff  furnished  a  consumption  for  the 
agricultural  productsof  the  country.  He  showed 
thcsmall  number  of  manufacturers  ond  mechanics 
in  comparison  with  the  whole  population  of  the 
country;  and,  deducting  from  these  the  ship- 
wrights, bricklayers,  carpenters,  cabinet  makers 
in  the  interior,  and  other  mechanics,  who  could 
in  no  way  be  benefited  by  a  protective  tariff,  the 
number  of  consumers  of  agricultural  products 
was  too  trifling  to  be  computed.  He  argued  that, 
until  ihis  Government  could  build  up  an  adequate 
home  market— which  could  not  be  done  for  cen- 
turies— it  would  be  of  no  value  lo  the  farmer,  for 
the  prices  of  the  home  market  would  be  governed 
by  the  prices  abroad.  But  a  protective  tariff,  so 
far  from  furnishing  a  home  market,  to  a  great 
extent,  prevented  a  foreign  one;  because,  bv  pro- 
hibiting importations,  exports  were  olso  dimin- 
ished, because  foreign  notions  would  not  buy  our 
productions  unle.ss  they  could  make  returns  in 
theirs.  The  absurd  argument  that  a  high  tariff 
made  low  prices  had  been  so  ably  refuted  by 
other  genilemen,  that  he  would  not  touch  on  that 
point.  There  was  one  fact,  however,  in  illustra- 
tion, which  came  within  his  own  knowledge,  that 
was  so  apt  to  the  purpose,  thot  he  could  not  re- 
frain from  mentioning  it.  The  citizens  of  his 
neighborhood  were  now  eng.iged  in  theaonstruc- 
tion  of  a  railroad  from  the  town  he  lived  in  to 
the  lakes,  for  ihe  purpose  of  facilitating  the  trans- 
portation of  their  products.  Many  of  the  stock- 
lioldcrs  were  good  Whigs  and  high  tariff  men, 
and,  of  course,  subscrilied  to  the  doctrine  that 
a  high  tariff  made  low  prices.  These  gentlemen 
were  petitioning  Congress  to  reduce  the  duties  on 
their  railroad  iron,  and  writing  to  him,  urging 
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•  prices,  why  did  not  these  gentlemen  petition  Con- 
'  gress  to  raise  the  duty?  In  reply  to  a  question 
asked  by  Mr.  Bidlack,  Mr.  B.  ."said  that  he  did 
not  consider  the  tariff  in  the  bill  before  them  a 
perfect  one.  If  he  had  his  way,  he  would  reduce 
t  the  duties  on  sugar  and  iron;  but  as  nn  alterna- 
tive between  it  and  the  tariff  of  1842,  he  would 
cheerfully  lake  it. 

He  would  answer  tlie  gentleman  further.  He 
knew  that  it  had  been  the  policy  of  the  country 
to  admit  railroad  iron  duty  free,  and  the  eastern 
BectioM  of  the  Union,  to  a  great  extent,  had  al- 
ready seen  the  benefit  of  it.  Now,  however,  that 
the  poor  West  was  seeking  to  obtain  the  benefits 
of  tlie  same  policy,  the  protective  tariff  party 
were  for  discontinuing  it.  He  objected  to  the 
existing  tariff  law,  not  only  on  account  of  llie 
I  high  duties  it  levies,  but  in  consequence  of  the 
odious  discriminations  it  makes  in  favor  of  the 
rich,  and  against  the  poor.  Now,  he  had  taken 
taken  the  trouble  to  make  a  table,  showing  the 
contrast  presented  by  the  duties  imposed  on  the 
articles  consumed  by  the  rich,  an'd  those  consumed 
by  the  poor  and  middling  classes.  Mr.  B.  read 
this  table  to  the  House,  and  after  a  few  more  re- 
marks, concluded,  at  the  expiration  of  his  hour. 
Mr.  WETHERED  obtained  the  floor,  and  ob- 
served that  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr. 
Owen]  who  first  spoke  on  the  subject,  commenced 
by  saying  that  he  intended  to  call  things  by  their 
right  names.  He  intended  to  follow  the  gentle- 
man's example,  and  would  therefore  call  this  tariff 
bill  a  destructive  Briiish  bill,  calculated  to  destroy 
the  manufacturers  and  mechanics  of  the  country, 
break  up  their  work-sliops,  and  encourage  the 
manufacturers  of  Great  Britain.  The  gentleman 
from  Indiana,  so  lately  the  subject  of  Great  Bri- 
I  tain,  with  nil  his  predilections  for  the  land  of  his 
birth,  made  an  elaborate  speech  in  favor  of  this 
bill;  and  he  had  no  doubt,  if  the  gentleman  would 
,  take  his  speech  in  one  hand,  and  the  bill  in  the 
1  other,  and  make  his  bow  to  Queen  Victoria,  and 
Icneel  down,  he  would  receive  in  receive  in  return 
'  a  gentle  tap  with  her  sword  as  a  reward  for  his 
'  devotion.  England  alwiiy."!  rewarded  those  who 
'  promoted  her  interests;  and  he  had  no  doubt  but 
the  gentlemen  who  supported  this  bill,  if  they 
went  10  England,  would  be  made  earls  and  dukes 
[  in  reward  for  their  services.  He  had  examined 
the  bill  through,  and  every  article,  except  sugar 
and  iron,  was  suited  with  a  duty  calculated  to 
protect  British  interests.  These  two  articles  were 
protected  in  order  to  hold  out  a  bait  to  the  States 
of  Louisiana  and  Pennsylvania.  He  regretted  to 
•ee  this  discrimination.  He  thought  the  framers 
of  the  bill  should  have  acted  consistently;  and 
while  they  were  breaking  down  so  many  of  the 
important  inlerests  of  the  country,  they  should 
have  broken  down  all  together.  If  the  bait  took, 
the  next  Congress,  carrying  out  the  principles  of 
free  trade,  would  destroy  these  inlerests  in  their 
turn  also.  Mr.  W.  then  went  on  to  examine  the 
various  duties  on  the  different  article.-)  in  the  bill, 
for  the  purpose  of  showing  how,  in  his  opinion, 
domestic  manufactures  were  injured  by  tneni. 

In  the  course  of  his  argument  he  contended  for 

a  protective  system,  which  he  said  was  necessary 

to  every  branch  of  industry.     He  denied  that  the 

protective  policy  had  had  the  effect  of  increasing 

,  the  price  of  any  article;  and  he  went  into  some 

I  illustrative  statements  to  support  his  position.  He 

r  aaid  the  hat  which  he  wore  cost  him  five  dollars, 

end  before  that  article  was  protected  one  of  the 

I  same  quality  could  not  be  obtained  for  less  than 

f  eight  dollars.     But,  above  all  things,  the  country 

I  required  something  like  fixed  and  permanent  legis- 

I  latinn. 

He  quoted  statistics  of  manufactures,  trade,  and 
agriculture;  and  argued  that  even  the  agriculturist 
was  greatly  benefited  by  protection. 

We  have  (said  he)  within  us  all  the  elements  of 
independent  existence.     We  have  the  raw  mate- 
rials for  every  branch  of  manufacture  in  our  own 
country — cotion,  iron,  lead,  copper,  salt,  &c.,  in 
I  abundance.     Why,  then,  should  we  send  them  to 
fa  foreign  country  for  manufacture.'     It  was  im- 
Ipossible  for  any  nation  lo  become  rich  while  it 
[exported  its  raw  materials,  and  exchanged  them 
I  for  the  manufactures  of  other  nations.    Were  gen- 
[  tlcmcn  aware  that  England  would  receive  our  cot- 
Iton  and  pay  seventy-five  cents  a  pound  for  it,  and 
return  it  to  us  manufaciured  and  charge  ua  twenty 
I  dollars  a  pound '    He  had  the  curiosity  to  weigh 


weighed  just  one  ounce,  which,  at  the  price  the 
stockings  sold  at,  would  bring  them  up  to  twenty 
dollors  a  pound.  Where  hail  this  twenty  dol- 
lars gone  to.'  It  had  gone  to  build  up  the  great- 
ness of  England.  She  had  her  agents  and  her 
presses  amongst  us  disseminating  her  doctrines; 
and  he  was  sorry  to  find  among  her  advocates 
some  members  on  this  floor.  He  was  glad ,  though , 
to  find  that  there  was  no  true-hearted  Whig  among 
them  who  was  willing  to  indorse  such  destructive 
doctrini's. 

Mr.  KENNEDY,  ofMaryland,  next  obtained 
the  floor. 

Mr.  OWEN  asked  the  gentleman  to  allow  him 
five  minutc.'j  of  his  time,  in  order  that  he  might 
reply  to  so  much  of  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
who  had  just  taken  his  seat  [Mr.  Wethereu]  as 
were  j>or.sonnl  to  himself. 

Mr.  KENNEDY,  of  Maryland,  declined  giv- 
ing up  any  of  the  short  spare  of  time  allotted  to 
him.  It  was  hardly  his  purpose  to  make  a  speech 
strictly  on  the  subject  of  the  tariff.  He  felt  sensi- 
ble that  a  question  so  complicated  in  detail,  and 
so  diflicult  to  be  illustrated  on  principle,  could 
scarcely  be  brought  within  the  limits  of  the  hour 
allottee!  lo  him.  He  felt  the  less  reluclnnce  in 
passing  it  over  lightly,  because  the  intelligence  of 
the  couniry  stoo^  in  little  need  of  what  might  be 
said  in  regard  lo  it  on  this  floor.  Happily,  the 
discussion  of  the  subject  was  pervading  all  parts 
of  the  country,  and  the  people  were  daily  gaining 
new  light  in  regard  to  it.  There  was'a  time  when 
this  question  was  but  litlle  debated  in  this  country. 
From  the  lime  of  the  Revolution  up  to  the  time 
when  parties  began  to  array  themselves  against 
each  other,  the  general  sentiment  of  the  country 
was  in  favor  of  the  policy  of  building  up  the  man- 
ufactures of  the  country.  Of  late  years  that  senti- 
ment was  gaining  ground  in  the  country.  He 
had  seen,  very  recently,  a  series  of  resolntions 
passed  at  a  Democratic  meeting  in  Pennsylvania, 
in  one  of  the  Democratic  strongholds  of  that  State, 
defending  General  Jackson  against  the  charge  of 
being  an  enemy  to  the  American  system.  He  had 
said  that  the  country  was  coming  back  to  the  rec- 
ognition of  this  policy;  and  what  had  they  seen 
here?  One  of  the  most  significant  signs  of  the 
times  was  the  disposition  manifested  on  the  part 
of  the  majority  to  suppress  di.seussion.  The  re- 
port of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  was 
orouglit  into  the  House,  accompanied  by  a  demand 
for  the  printing  of  twenty  thousand  e.xlra  copies, 
which  was  ordered  by  the  House;  but  when  the 
minority  of  the  committee  naked  a  similar  indul- 
gence, there  was  not  only  a  disposition  lo  refuse 
the  extra  copies,  but  a  disposition  to  refuse  nny 
publicationof  it  whatever.  What  more.'  .When 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Manufactures,  on 
the  subject  of  the  tariff,  was  brought  in,  there  was 
a  denial  of  any  publication  whatever.  On  a  ques- 
tion which  occupied  every  forum  in  the  country, 
filled  every  mind  and  heart,  and  involved  the 
deepest  interests,  that  there  should  be  a  disposi- 
tion to  present  only  one  side  of  the  argument,  and 
stifle  discussion  on  the  other,  was  one  of  the  most 
significant  signs  of  the  times.  He  asked  gentle- 
men on  the  other  side  what  greater  folly  they 
could  commit  than  to  throw  out  such  an  abund- 
ance of  documents  on  one  side,  and  yet  attempt 
to  prevent  discussion  on  this,  the  most  interesting 
question  of  the  session?  Why  was  it  that  so 
many  documents  were  printed,  when  this  was  re- 
fused? The  best  report  on  the  tariff  side  of  the 
question  w.ts  llie  one  that  gentlemen  had  refused 
to  publish.  What  did  that  imply?  Was  it  not 
their  opponents'  weakness?  He  then  reminded 
the  Hou.se  of  the  attempt  he  had  made  to  get  cer- 
tain memorials  presented  to  the  House,  and  print- 
ed, in  which,  however,  he  had  failed;  and  the 
only  course  left  to  him  was  to  lay  them  silently 
on  the  table,  where  they  would  be  unnoticed;  for 
all  memorials  prescnied  in  that  manner  became 
mere  dead  papers,  and  were  productive  of  no 
good.  He  then  proceeded  to  give  a  little  of  the 
history  of  parties  on  this  tariff'  matter  at  the  pres- 
ent day,  the  state  of  the  revenue  and  resources  of 
the  Government,  and  the  relative  praise  or  blame 
to  which  parties  were  entitled  for  the  recent  and 
present  state  of  things.  He  highly  extolled  the 
tariff  of  lBi2,  ond  the  Whig  party  for  its  adop- 
tion. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  of  Pennsylvania,  obtained  the 
floor. 


i.*. .  v^ ..  j^^-  u»»vu  V,.,,  gi^iiiiciiiaii  loaiiov  jiim 
five  minutes  of  his  time,  to  enable  him  tortply 
to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
[Mr.  Wetiiered]  which  were  personal  to  him. 
self. 

Mr.  MORRIS,'  of  Pennsylvania,  declintd;  and 
commenced  his  remarks  by  referring  to  the  actof 
1842,  and  with  an  inquiry  whether  it  wa>  esstn- 
tial  to  the  great  interesu  of  the  country  and  the 
wants  of  the  people,  ond  whether  it  would  have 
been  better  to  disfiense  with  it,  and  let  the  com- 
promise act  continue  in  force.  He  then  went  on 
to  make  a  comparison  of  the  imports  and  cxporti, 
and  the  receipts  and  expenditures,  for  the  four 
years  of  Mr.  Van  Burcn's  administration;  from 
which  he  drew  the  conclusion  that  our  imporu 
had  exceeded  our  exports, and  the  balanreof  Inde 
was  against  us;  that  the  expenditures  of  the  Got- 
ernmenl  exceeded  the  receipts  into  theTreaiory, 
and  that  there  was  a  deficit,  at  the  end  of  that 
four  years,  of  «|il4,nO0,0OO.  There  was  a  la^ 
debt  contracted;  the  balance  of  trade  waaagaiait 
us;  our  expenditures  exceeded  our  income;  and 
the  table  was  loaded  with  petitions,  not  only  from 
the  manufacturers,  but  from  the  merchants,  and 
all  the  great  interests  of  the  country,  calling  on 
Congress  lo  interpose,  and  to  provide  some  reme- 
dial measure  to  relieve  the  erabarrassmenta  un- 
der which  not  only  the  Government,  bat  the 
whole  country  was  laboring.  It  wns  in  conK- 
quencc  of  this  state  of  things  that  the  act  of  \Hi 
was  passed.  Now,  he  was  aware  that  the  gea- 
lii'inen  of  the  South  contended  that,  in  patainf 
the  compromise  act,  there  was  a  pledge  ihal  it 
should  beyiermanent;  but  it  must  Iw  reiiiembeitd 
that  ii  was  a  pledge  made  by  one  Congress,  whith 
had  no  right  to  bind  its  successors.  When  the 
Congress  of  1842  met,  and  found  that  there  wa» 
debt  contracted;  that  the  interests  of  the  country 
were  prostrated;  and  thai,  under  the  existing  stala 
of  things,  there  was  no  prospect  of  relief,  it  m 
a  wise  act  in  them  todestroy  the  compromiieatt. 

Mr.  M.  then  proceeded  to  make  ane«#imateof 
the  reduction  of  duly  thai  would  take  place  under 
the  bill  before  the  House,  and  iis  effects  on  the 
different  branches  of  manufactures.  He  ipoke 
particularly  of  the  iron  interests,  more  especially 
of  railroad  iron,  and  glanced  generally  at  the  pro- 
visions of  Ihe  bill  of  1842,  adding  that  the  pro- 
lective  system  was  common  to  every  cirilued 
couniry  on  the  face  of  the  globe. 

Mr.  HUNT,  of  New  York,  obtained  the  Boor; 
but  gave  way,  at  his  request,  to  Mr.  OwiKiIo 
enable  him  to  malte  a  brief  explanation. 

Mr.  OWEN.  I  have  been  anxious  to  obtaia 
the  floor,  in  reply  lo  the  personalities  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland,  [Mr.  WtTnERiD,!  be- 
cause, if  such  trifles  are  to  be  replied  to  at  all,  it 
is  better  it  should  be  at  once;  they  arc  nol worth 
sleeping  over.  I  ever  regret  when  a  dinciiswofl 
degenerates  into  such  irrelevancies.  Tbiy  tan 
add  nothing  lo  an  argument.  What  mnliera  il 
whelher  I  be  (as  the  gentleman  has  truly  aaiil  ' 
am)  a  foreigner  born,  or  whether  he  be  (ashen) 
a  manufacTurer?  How  sholl  il  influence  iheqaea- 
tion  in  di-scussion, jvhciher  I  have  "  Briiish pi»<l|- 
lections,"or  he  "manufacturing  predileeiions? 
Shall  we  sil  in  judgment  on  each  other's  moiiva' 
That  belongs  to  a  higher  tribunal  than  oun, 
"That  he  should  attribute  to  me  foreign  feelinp, 
or  I  to  him  mercenary  intentions,  would  be c<iuallx 
unparliamentary,  irrelevant,  and  unfair. 

The  genilemiin  spoke  of  me  as  one  "so  lately 
a  subject  of  Great  Britain."  1  do  not  know  what 
the  gentleman  understands  by  "  lately."  Eighn*" 
years  ago  (then  jnsi  entering  on  manhood)  I  left 
the  British  monarchy  and  cume  lo  these  shorea. 
If  that  was  a  crime,  it  was  one  that  has  oflen 
been  committed  by  the  wisest  niid  best.  Il»'U 
the  crime  of  the  pilgrim  fathers.  The  gentleman  ■ 
own  ancestors — he  is  not  of  Indian  birth,  1  p"" 
sumc,  sir,  [laughter;]  and  if  he  be  not,  his  owl 
ancestors  committed  it.  Eighteen  years  Ko,' 
came  to  make  my  home  in  this  Republic.  Eig»- 
teen  years  ago,  I  settled  in  the  Wesi — then  alroo* 
the  frontier  West — and  kindly  ond  indulgenllT 
did  my  adopted  State  receive  me;  and  well  "wj 
love  her  for  il.  Eighteen  years  ago,  1  renooDOd 
allegiance  to  every  sovereign  u|x>n  earib,  «'' 
one — a  free  people.  That  is  my  offense.  T>»' 
is  the  extent  of  ray  crime  ! 

But  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  take* '** 
ception  to  il — that  l,a  naturalized  citiMB  oMf, 
should  have  opened  such  a  debate  as  thi«-    S"' 
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■  when  1  look  around  this  HnU,l  sec  two  portraits, 
and  bu!  two,  adornin!»  its  walls.  Thf>  one,  that 
of  the  Father  of  his  Country,  an  American  truly 
by  birth;  an  America:!  far  more  by  the  noble  prin- 
ciples he  cherished — by  the  glorious  deeds  that 
have  made  his  name  the  first,  the  brightest,  on 
the  page  of  human  history  I  The  other — ay!  sir, 
whose  is  the  oilier r  Let  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland  answer  me;  whose  portrait  is  the  other? 
A  European's;  an  aristocrat's — if  to  be  born 
amongan  aristocracy  makes  a^man  one  of  them- 
selves; a  subject  of  a  European  king;  one  bred 
up  in  the  very  atmosphere  of  a  court.  What  does 
his  portrait  titere.'  Would  it  not  be  well  for  the 
gentleman,  the  first  day  that  resolutions  are  in 
order,  to  inlrodure  one  ("or  the  purpose  of  taking 
down — of  snatching  from  its  station  there — the 
portrait  of  that  man;  of  the  good,  the  wise,  the 
great,  the  venerated  La  Kiiyelte;  of  him  whom 
this  nation  delighted  to  honor;  of  him  who,  when 
lie  sought  these  shores,  was  received  by  America 
OS  never  nation,  till  then,  (eeeived  a  man?  If  1, 
because  I  am  foreign  born,  be  unworthy  to  open 
such  a  discussion  as  this,  that  portrait  is  unworthy 
to  look  upon  it.  Yet,  what  sacrilegious  hand  dare 
pluck  it  thence? 

Sorry  am  I,  sir,  to  recognize  the  bastard  spirit 
of  native  Americanism  here.  I  know  that  it  has 
had  its  brief  hour  in  New  York;  but  I  did  not 
know  it  was  to  find  its  advocate,  its  partisan,  in  a 
member  of  this  House.  Unworthy,  sir — utterly 
unworthy — is  that  narrow  and  illibiral  spirit  to 
find  a  representative  in  any  legislative  body;  least 
of  all  on  the  lloor  of  the  Congress  of  America. 
America  is  the  land,  not  of  one  class,  one  tribe, 
one  people;  a  home,  not  for  those  only  to  whom 
favoring  fortune  has  granted  birth  within  its  bor- 
ders. The  world  claims  birthright  in  America! 
The  world  admits  America's  own  cl.iiiii  to  be"  the 
land  of  the  free  and  the  home  of  the  brave."  The 
free  claim  this  for  their  country;  the  brave  claim 
it  for  their  country.  I,  foreign-born  though  1  be, 
I  riglufully  claim  ufor  my  ciiiiiury.  It  is  mine  by 
free  selection,  by  deliberate  pnl'eieiicc';  ihegenlle- 
man's  by  accident  only.  And  now  1  am  willing 
judgment  shall  go, and  tlic  decision  bo  made  which 
of  us  has  the  best  of  it. 

Mr.  WETHEllED  said  that  there  was  this 
difference  between  the  geiilhinan  and  the  portrait 
on  this  side  the  Hall,  (Lit  Fayette,)  and  the  gen- 
tleman Irom  Indiana  [Mr.  Owkn]  on  the  other. 
That  gentlumn  [pointing  to  La  Fayette]  fought 
for  the  lil>enies  of  the  people  of  iliis  country;  and 
that  genileoian  [(minting  to  Mr.'OivEN]  wished  to 
deprive  them  of  their  liberties:  [General  laugh- 
ter.] 

.Mr.  HUNT,  of  New  York,  observed  that  the 
first  question  which  presented  itself  was  that  of 
constitutional  power — whether  this  Government, 
under  the  Constitution,  posses.fed  the  power  to 
impose  duties  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  in- 
tensls  of  the  producing  classes  of  the  country. 
Jt  was  hardly  necessary  to  go  much  at  length  into 
the  argument  ofthat  part  of  the  question.  Ifihcre 
still  remained  any  doubt  on  the  subject,  it  ap- 
peared 10  him  that  the  question  had  been  put  to 
rest  by  the  concurrent  inithorily,  not  only  of  all 
the  Presidents  of  the  United  .States,  but  by  the 
cotcmporaneous  construction  of  the  first  Con- 
gress which  sat  after  the  adoption  of  the  Consti- 
tution. The  experience  of  the  world  had  shown 
that  those  countries  where  manufacturing  industry 
was  protected,  w;re  the  couiilriea  in  which  was 
found  the  greatestdegrcenf  prosperity.  In  them 
were  found  wealth,  eniplnynient  lor  labor,  and  the 
greatest  improvements  in  the  arts.  Protection 
caused  a  subdivision  of  labor,  which  led  to  per- 
fection and  profit.  Allusion  had  been  made  to  the 
prevailing  distress  in  England  under  its  protect- 
ive policy,  but  that  he  deemed  incident  to  the 
density  of  her  population.  He  defended  at  some 
length  the  protective  policy;  he  said  it  was  ad- 
vantageous to  the  agriculturists,  and  that  cl«s.-i 
cherished  it;  it  was  also  profitable  to  the  cutloD 
grower  of  the  South. 

Mr.  H AM. \1ETT  assured  the  gentleman  that 
nineteen  twentieths  of  the  people  of  his  State 
would  satisfy  thalgcntleman  that  it  was  injurious 
to  them. 

Mr.  HUNT,  of  New  York,  went  on  tosuslain 
liis  position  that  the  protective  policy  was  pro- 
motive of  the  interests  of  all  classes. 

Mr.  BELSER  next  obtained  the  floor,  butgave 
way  to 


Mr.  HUDSON,  who  moved  that  the  committee 
ris?;  which  motion  being  adopted,  the  committee 
rose  and  ropoited  progress;  and 

The  House  adjourned. 

The  fiillnwing  pelition!<,  presented  to-day,  were  handed 
to  (he  reporior:*  bv  tlie  iiieiiibrrd  presenting  them  : 

Ity  Ulr.  (;.  M.  ItEEn:  Them irlalof  P.  S.  Cole,  Esq., 

and  [seventy  eiUzen.s  nt  Wurren  coiiniy,  Pt;nn^ylvaiiia,  ap- 
pniviriQ  oftlicinritror  18-12,  and  rcniouMratiiig  nsatii^tauy 
inodilicatinn  liv  Conijri'KS. 

By  Mr.  .SEVMUUIt,  of  New  Yoric :  The  petition  of  the 
lru>*lees  and  direclors  of  the  Troy  and  New  YorIc  Sleatn- 
boat  .\58ocintioii.  praying  pi!r{ui>»ir>]i  to  chniigc  the  name 
of  the  Meniiilinat  Albany  ;  which  was  referred  to  thcCotn- 
iniltee  «»a  t'tiii;ia»'rre. 

Uy  Mr.  DENTON  :  The  p"tition  of  Reuhen  llildrelh,  of 
Hi'rkimer,  Ne^v  York,  asklni!  for  arrcaraiji's  nl  jii-ntiion  ; 
which  wiw  reicrrcd  l(»  the  Cointiiillee  on  Uevulationary 
Pensiitns. 

Uy  Mr.  NOliniS:  The  pelitionii  of  June  D.  Alexander, 
Parih  Bynni.  Il.'>nnah  (Inll,  Mntildii  llriici),  .\niey  Bnrtlett, 
H.ir.ih  llowers,  LyiJia  Brishniu,  Ui'ltue  Boynloii,  Kiihainah 
Httrnliani,  Itnehel  Culler,  I'ollv  Diin^lrr,  Ki;beeca  Diamond, 
Aliignll  D.irl,  llachel  Dnvi*,  llannal]  Derby,  Keslah  Enier- 
Ron,  l;.Mbin  Evans.  Lucy  Elliot,  Esther  Eaton,  Naomi  Felt, 
Ilclsey  Fo-ter,  Eunice  Kaiilkner,  Elizabeth  Green,  Aaulmh 
Oi.Toiihl,  Kutli  llemmiiigwiiy,  Anna  Hunt,  Luey  [lardy, 
Rebecca  Jiwlin,  l/lley  Kii^'hall,  Sniinilt  Lnwrenre,  l^iiia 
Lakeu,  ^ally  .Malthewa,  Itulli  i\len;:;lf",  Sarah  Mc.Murphy, 
Hannah  Morse,  Sybil  Palmer,  ll.'innah  I'rentisa,  Lucy 
Pcvey,  Mary  Priest,  S'lKaniia  I'ralt,  Susanna  PelerH,  Mary 
Robins,  (Hive  A.  Phllllpi,  Eliiabeth  RIehnrdson,  Polly 
Ptratton,  Uebncca  Sincey,  Lydin  Stone,  Bcllv  T.iylor,  Mary 
VVriuht,  .Sarah  Whitney,  Mary  While,  Lydi'a  Wine,  Sarah 
VVa--.hbllrii,  Dina  Wilcox,  Sarah  VVIlltenmli,  Mary  ('liad- 
wick,  and  Mary  Chase, severally  praying liirllietallov.ance 
of  two  years'  pension  Irom  the  •lli!  nf  March,  1841,  to  the 
■1th  of  March,  ISjn. 

I)n  motion  of  Mr.  SMITH,  uf  Illinois,  the  papers  in  the 
eaj-e  <if  GeorsR  Kinder,  Jubilee  Pn-^ey,  and  Joel  Whilesidcr', 
prayiiic  (;.ni;:ress  to  in.ike  good  the  deficiency  in  certain 
land.-!  purchased  by  them  of  the  Government,  were  liikeii 
from  ttM*  tiles  of  tlie  House,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  CIniuis.       

IN  SENATE. 
TiicRSDAT,  .IprU  25,  1844. 

Immediately  after  the  reading  of  the  journal,  a 
mes.sage  was  received  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, nnnonncingihe  denih  of  flon.  Peter 
E.  BossiKii,  a  P^epresentalive  of  the  Stale  of  Lou- 
isiana, and  communicating  the  resolutions  of  con- 
dolence and  respect  adopted  by  that  body  on  the 
occasion. 

The  resolutions  were  read  by  the  Secretary. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  in  a  few  remarks,  very  im- 
perfectly heard  in  the  reporter's  gnllcry,  stated 
that  it  had  become  his  duly  to  address  the  Senate 
on  this  painful  occasion.  He  had  been  informed 
that  the  event  which  reiiflered  this  necessary  had 
occurred  last  night,  in  thi.f  city,  after  n  lingering 
disease,  which,  the  deceased  bore  with  Christian 
foniuide  and  resignation.  Summoned  from  the 
scene  of  his  i  .ii  tlily  duties,  allhough  far  removed 
from  his  home,  he  had  the  consolation  of  being 
surrounded  hi  tjial  trying  hour  by  those  best  cal- 
culated to  render  soothing  llie  last  sad  and  tender 
office  of  smoothing  the  pillow  of  death.  He  re- 
signed his  spirit  to  Him  who  gave  it,  in  the  pres- 
ence of  the  wife  of  his  bosom,  and  of  some  of  his 
most  devoted  friends. 

Residing  in  a  different  section  of  the  State  nf 
Louisiana,  he  had  not  the  pleasure  of  an  intimate 
acquaintance  with  Mr  Bossier.  ^He  was  a  native 
of  that  State — a  Creole  by  birth — and  of  that  race 
distinguished  for  every  noble  and  chivalrous 
attrilniie  that  dignifies  human  nature.  The  high 
station  to  which  he  had  been  delegated  in  the 
other  branch  of  Congress,  afforded  ample  proof 
of  his  own  worth,  and  of  the  confidence  and 
respect  of  those  who  could  best  appreciate  it. 

He  moved,  as  a  tribute  of  respect  on  this  occa- 
sion, the  following  resolutions: 

Rcsyti'oi,  That  ihe  Senate  ha.<  received  with  d^epscnsi- 
bilily  the  inessas*'  from  Ihe  llou^e  of  Uepresentatlves.  aii- 
noiiiic  lug  llie  death  of  Hon.  PctkkE,  RossifcR,  a  Keprcsent- 
alive  of  lie'  .Slate  of  Louisiana. 

Kei^frcW,  That,  as  a  token  of  ihclr  rrspect  lo  Ihe  mem- 
ory of  Uie  deceased,  the  members  of  the  Senate  will  atieiHl 
ills  funenil  at  twelve  o'clock,  m..  lo  morrow,  and  will  wear 
Ihe  usual  b,idge  of  inouniing  for  thirty  days;  and,  as  a 
funli'T  mark  of  respect,  that  the  Senate  do  liow  adjourn. 

The  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted; 
and  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tkcrsdat,  .'?;)ri/  25,  1844. 
The  Journal  havino;  been  read, 
Mr.  ADAMS  asked  to  be  excused  from  serv- 
ing on  the  committee  appointed  lo  inquire  into 
the  circumstances  connected  with  the  rencounter 


between  Messrs.  White  and  Ratiibun;  which 
was  agreed  to. 

DEATH  OF  nO.V.  MB.  BOSSIER. 

Mr.  SLIDELL.  Mr.  Speaker,  but  a  few  short 
weeks  have  elapsed  since  I  was  called  upon  to 
discharge  the  melancholy  duly  of  announcing  the 
death  ol  u  Senator  from  Louisiana.  We  have  now 
to  deplore  the  loss  of  one  of  her  Representatives 
upon  this  floor.  My  colleagueand  friend,  Pierre 
EvARisTE  Bossier,  died  last  night  at  his  lodgings 
ill  this  city,  ofler  a  protracted,  but  noi  painful, 
illness.  He  had  beeji  gradually  declining  in 
.strength,  and  expired  without  a  struggle  or  a 
groan. 

He  preserved,  throutth  his  long  illness,  the 
serenity  of  lemperand  cheerfulness  of  disposition 
which  had  distinguished  him  through  life.  His 
last  moments  were  soothed  by  the  attentions  of 
numerous  attached  and  aympnihizing  friends,  and 
by  the  presence  of  an  eflectionale  wife,  who  had, 
with  untiring  assiduity,  watched  over  and  min- 
istered to  him  as  woman  onlycan  do. 

Mr.  Bossier  was  a  native  of  Louisiana,  of 
French  descent,  his  family  being  among  the  ear- 
liest settlers  of  the  colony.  He  was  one  of  that 
ancient  population  which,  in  many  pans  of  our 
Stale,  still  preserve  the  language,' manners,  and 
customs  of  their  fathers;  remarkable  for  their 
almost  patriarchal  sim|ilicity,  iheir  unbendin<j 
honesty,  their  chivalrous  courage,  their  frank  ami 
manly  spirit;  a  populalion  surjiassed  by  none  in 
all  the  wide  expanse  of  this  Republic,  for  its  pa- 
irioiic  devotion  lo  our  free  institutions. 

My  colleague  was  the  type  of  this  class;  unpre- 
tending in  manner,  courteous  in  deportment,  n!ike 
inncce.s.sible  to  the  blandishments  of  flattery  and 
the  influences  of  intimidation,  elevated  above 
every  mercenary  consideration,  gentle  in  his  icm; 
per;  but  when  his  rights  were  invaded,  or  his 
lioniu'  assailed,  ever  ready  lo  defend  the  one  and 
vindicate  the  other.  Homo  antiqna  virtult  acfidt; 
or,  in  ihe  language  of  his  own  Gallic  ancestry,  a 
"  c'let'afifr  Jam  pr iir  el  aatia  rrproche."  He  had 
served  for  len  years  in  the  Senate  of  his  native 
Stale,  in  a  manner  alike  creditable  to  himsi'lf  and 
useful  to  his  coiisliluent8,nnd  was  still  a  member 
of  that  body  for  on  unexpired  term,  when  he 
yielded  lo  an  un.solicited  and  spontaneous  nom- 
ination for  Congress,  and  was  elected  by  a  large 
majority  in  a  diatrict  which  had  been  considered 
as  opposed  to  him  in  politics.  Transferred  lo 
the  councils  of  the  nation,  a  long  vista  of  useful- 
ness, upon  this  more  elevated  theater,  a])peared 
lo  have  opened  before  him.  His  attention  lo 
business,  his  excellent  judgment,  would  have 
rendered  him  a  most  valuable  Representative. 
His  modesty  and  diffidence  might  have  prevented 
him  from  participating  freely  in  the  debates  of 
the  House;  but  in  the  less  brilliant  but  equally 
useful  labors  of  the  commiilee-room,  he  would 
have  done  the  State  good  service. 

He  has  been  cut  down  before  he  had  fairly  started 
in  his  new  career;  but  he  had  already  acquired 
the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  who  knew  him. 
"  Sic  eral  in  falia;"  but.yhilewe  bow  in  submis- 
sion lo  the  decree  of  Providence,  let  us  profit  by 
the  admonition  it  conveys.  Since  the  last  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  seven  members  of  ihis  House 
and  three  of  the  Senate  have  been  gathered  to 
theirfathers.  Weare,  indeed, but  "  poor  players, 
who  fret  and  strut  their  hour  upon  the  stage,  and 
then  are  Iward  no  more."  If  this  feeling  could 
be  more  deeply  impressed  upon  us  all,  it  would 
tend  to  aofteii  the  asperities  of  debate — to  check 
all  violent  chulliiions  of  paity  spirit.  When,  to- 
morrow, we  shall  follow  to  the  tomb  the  mortal 
remains  of  him  who  but  so  recently  pariicipaled 
in  our  deliberations,  would  it  not  be  well  for  each 
and  every  one  of  us,  standing  around  his  yet  un- 
closed grave,  silently  to  make  the  solemn  pledge 
that  no  harsh  recriminations,  no  j>ersoiial  alterca- 
tions, no  un-seemly  broils,  shall  hereafler  dese- 
crate the  sanctity  of  ihis  Hall? 

Mr.  S.  then  offered  the  following  resolutions; 
which  were  unanimously  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  House  has  heard  with  deep  emotion 
the  nnnuiicintlon  of  lite  death  of  Hun.  PctilK  E.  Bos^ita, 
a  member  from  Ihe  Stnti:  of  Louisiana. 

ile«o/i.rf,  Tiial  Uiis  House  tenders  to  tlie  relati/es  of  the 
deceased  the  expression  of  its  syiiipafliy  on  lliis  aI]);cUng 
event ;  and  as  a  testimony  of  respect  for  the  memory  of 
llie  decca-sed,  the  members  and  oflieers  will  go  inlo  mourn- 
ing, by  wearinj:  crape  on  llie  IrMt  arm  lor  thirty  d.iys. 

Kesoh-erf,  Tlial  the  members  and  oflicer*  of  Uie  House 
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will  ntlend  the  funeral  of  lion.  Peter  E.  Bossier  at  twelve 
o'clook,  ni.,  to-njnrrnvv. 

Resohcd,  That  whi  ii  ihl»  IImi«e  aiijiMirns  to  day,  it  will 
adjourn  to  meet  at  twelve,  ni.,  to  morrow. 

OrdcTid,  That  a  inewaji'  he  sent  to  the  .Sennie  to  notify 
that  body  of  the  dialh  of  Tetkr  E.  Bomir.n,  lateo^eo|■lhe 
Hep^e^elltatlve.s  from  the  SlaK^  of  Louisiana  ;  that  his  fune- 
ral will  take  iilace  from  the  Mall  of  this  House  to  morrow 
at  twelve  o'clock,  m.,  and  tliat  Uie  Senate  bo  invited  to 
attend  tlie  same. 

RttoUed,  That  this  House  do  now  adjourn. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
FitiD.^Y,  .ipril  26,  1844. 
TheSPEAKEU  took  iliechnirut  twelve  o'clock, 
ptireuant  to  tile  udjouininunt  of  yesterilny,  and 
the  minutes  of  yesltiday  were  lead  and  np|iiov(d. 
After  wliich  the  funeral  ceicnionies  of  llie  Ciitlio 
lie  Cliurcli  were  pcrformeil  over  the  remains  of 
Hon.  Pf.TER  E.  Bossier, It  Represinuitive  in  ttie 
Congress  of  llie  United  Slates  from  Lonisinna,  by 
Eev.  Dr.  Ryder,  of  llio  Georgetown  College,  ns- 
sisted  by  several  Catholic  clergymen,  &c.,  in  the 
presence  of  the  President  of  ihe  United  Stiiles  and  i 
his  Cabinet  ministers;  the  Commander-in-Chief! 
of  the  Army,  Major  General  Scott,  and  his  aids;  ! 
the  Senators  of  the  United  Slates;  tlie  numbers  of 
the  House  of  Re|>reseniative8;  I  lie  friends  of  the 
deceased,  and   otheis.     Au  «ppro|)riate  address 
was  also  delivered   by  Rev.   Dr.  Ryder,  in   the 
course  of  whicli  he  explained   tlie  ceremonials 
■which  had  been  observed,  and  why  they  were 
used . 

Imniodlately  thereafter,  the  procession  moved 
to  the  Congressional  bnrtal-ground,  in  the  follow- 
ing order,  as  laid  down  in  the  printed  programme: 

The  Chaplains  of  both  Houses  of  Congress. 
'I'he  Catholic  Lllergymcn. 
Physicians  who  atteiidi.'d  the  deceased. 
Coninilttei-  of  .Arranpelnents : 
Mr.  Plidell  of  Louifiana,       I  .Mr.  Clinch  of  Georjli, 
Mr.  Cross  of  Arkansas,  .Mr.  Duiilap  of  Maine, 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson  of  Teini.,  |  Mr.  tjinipson  o{S.  Carolina, 
.>1r.  Barnard  ul'  New  Vtirk. 
P.ill  hearer.^; 
Mr.  Vance  of  f)hlo,  I  .Mr.  Culloiu  of  IVnncssee, 

Mr.  Ilurlof  Sonlh  (Carolina,  |  .Mr.  Deherry  of  N.  Carolina, 
Mr.  Pha;nlx  ol'  New    Vork,    |  .Mr.  Brown  of  Indiana, 
Mr.  Coles  of  Virginia,  |  Mr.  Itille  of  Missouri: 

The  faunly  and  friends  of  tlie  deceased. 
The  Senators  and  lieprcsenuiives  from  the  State  of  Loiita- 
iana,  as  mourners. 
The  Sergeant-at-Arms  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
The  House  ol  Iteprc-entaiives  of  the  United  Slates,  pre- 
ceded hy  Iheir  speaker  and  Clerk. 
The  otlier  officers  of  the  House  of  Kcpresentatlves. 
The  Seigeaiit  at-Arms  of  the  Senate. 
The  Senate.  precede<l  by  their  President  and  Secretary. 
The  other  oftici^rs  of  the  Senate. 
Tlte  President  of  the  United  Slates. 
The  lirad.H  of  Uepjirtmenla. 
The  Chief  Justice  and  Associate  Justices  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  and  its  officers. 
The  diplomatic  corps. 
The  Comptrollers,  Auditi>rs,  and  heads  of  bureaus  of  the 
several  UciKirtnients  of  the  Government, 
with  tlieirotficera. 
Officers  of  the  Army  and  \avy  at  the  scat  of  Govern- 
ment. 
The  Mayor  of  Washington. 
Citi7.en»  and  strangers. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturdav,  ~1pnl  27,  1844. 

Mr.  HARALSON  remarked  that,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  death  of  Hon.  P.  E.  Bossier,  a 
vacancy  was  occasioned  in  the  Committee  on 
Mililary  Affairs,  which  it  would  be  necessary  to 
supply.  He  iherefore  moved  that  the  Speaker 
be  tiirected  to  supply  such  vacancy  by  the  ap- 
poiiilinenl  of  some  gentleman  to  act  on  that  coai- 
initlee. 

The  motion  was  agri.ed  to. 

CLOSK  OK   DEBATE. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  said  it  was  nece.Mary  and 
proper  that  some  lime  should  be  fixed,  in  ad- 
vance, at  which  all  debate  should  cease  on  the  bill 
to  amend  and  modify  the  tariff  law;  he  therefore 
submitted  a  resolution  to  fix  the  hour  at  four 
o'clock  on  Monday,  the  6th  of  May,  for  lliat  pur- 
pose. 

Mr.  KENNEDY,  of  Maryland,  suggested  that, 
as  two  days  had  been  so  recently  lost,  the  day 
mentionetl  in  the  resolution  should  be  fixed  two  or 
three  days  later. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  also  reminded  the 
House  that  the  fiisl  three  ditys  of  May  were  as- 
signed to  tlie  business  of  the  Districtof  Columbia; 
and  he  inquired  whether  those  days  were  to  be 


devoted  to  the  business  to  which  they  were  ap- 
proprinted. 

Mr.  KENNEDY,  of  Maryland,  begged  to  sny 
that  he  believed  tlii-ri;  had  been  a  general  under- 
standing that  bolli  sides  of  the  House  would  assent 
to  a  resolution  to  termiiinlo  this  debate  on  Mon- 
day, the  Gih  day  of  May,  founded  on.llie  idea  that 
the  business  of  ticc  District  of  CoUimliia  was  to 
go  over  to  some  oilier  time;  but,  as  several  days 
had  been  lost  during  the  present  week,  he  again 
suggested  a  postponement. 

Messrs.  nARNAUn,  HARDIN,  SLIDELL, 
J.  R.  INGERSOLL,  and  others,  were  on  the 
floorsimultaneously,  and  madesomcobservationa 
that  were  not  distinctly  heard. 

Mr.  DRO.MGOOLE  said  the  resol'ulion  which 
ho  had  offered  had  been  offered  after  consultation 
with  several  gentlemen  without  distinction  of 
pariy.  The  opinion  was,  that  some  day  next 
wcck'should  be  fixed,  but  he  had  yielded  to  the 
suggestions  of  others,  and  inserted  the  day  named 
in  his  resolution.  The  business  of  the  District 
of  Columbia  would  be  no  obstacle,  for  a  majority 
could  postpone  that  order  of  business  to  a  later 
period;  he'therefore  hoped  the  resolution  would 
oe  adopted. 

Mr.  KIRKPATRICK,  as  a  m.ember  of  the 
Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  said  he 
had  no  objection  to  the  postponement  of  their 
business  to  a  more  convenient  day. 

Some  convorsalion  ensued  on  that  point  between 
Messrs.  WELLER,  BARNARD,  and  C.  J.  IN- 
GERSOLL. 

The  SPEAKER,  in  reply  to  their  observa- 
tions, said  that  the  District  business  was  not  a 
special  order;  and  hence  a  majority  could  post- 
pone' it. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  understood  that,  ac- 
cording to  custom,  three  days  would  be  taken 
out  of  the  next  week  to  change  the>carpets,  and 
otherwise  improve  the  Hall  in  which  they  sat. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  said  the  limitation  of  Ae- 
bale,  now  proposed  so  long  in  advance,  was  in- 
tended to  operate  in  fairness  and  equality,  which 
a  resolution  might  not  do,  if  it  were  nas.sed  when 
a  majority  in  this  House  should  ihiiik  debate  had 
progressed  far  enough.  Besides,  by  fixing  the 
period  more  than  a  week  in  advance,  ^and  fair- 
ness and  j ustice  required  that  proper  notice  should 
be  given  of  the  day  on  which  the  House  would 
come  to  a  vote  on  a  measure  of  so  much  import- 
ance,) absentees  would  have  notice  to  come  on  and 
vote;  for  it  was  very  desirable  that,  at  such  a 
time,  there  should  be  a  full  House.  He  had  con- 
sulted many  gentlemen  respecting  the  day  which 
should  be  fixed,  and  he  should  have  consulted 
others  if  they  had  come  in  his  way;  he  consulted 
gentlemen  without  regard  to  party,  and  all  ad- 
mitted that  it  was  an  act  of  fairness  and  equality, 
and  of  liberality,  to  fix  the  day  so  far  in  advance. 
Everybody  must  admit  ihat  the  question  must  be 
decided  at  some  time  or  other;  and  there  was 
hardly  a  gentleman  who  would  not  say  that, 
whenever  it  was  decided ,  the  debate  must  be  term- 
inated by  order  of  the  House;  and  surely,  by 
Monday  week  there  would  be  ample  lime,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  time  already  consumed,  fully  to  dis- 
cuss this  whole  question.  If  there  should  not, 
however,  be  time  enough  for  every  gentleman  to 
speak  6n  this  measure  who  might  desire  to  do  so, 
he  was  of  opinion  they  should  look  at  what  was 
due  to  the  country.  He  should  forego  any  desire 
he  might  have  tfc  addiess  the  House  for  the  pro- 
•motion  of  the  business  of  the  country;  and  he 
hoped  it  would  be  the  pleasure  of  the  House  to 
adopt  the  resolution. 

Mr.  HARDIN  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
resolution;  and  it  was  read  accordingly. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  objected  to  the  reso- 
lution, and  contended  that  it  did  not  give  sufficient 
time  for  the  discussion  of  the  queslion. 

Mr.  C.JOHNSON  hoped  it  would  be  the  plea.s- 
ure  of  the  House  to  agree  to  the  resolution.  He 
was  sure  as  much  time  would  be  given  by  this 
resolution  to  the  discussion  of  the  tariff  as  could 
with  propriety  be  given.  It  had  been  fully  dis- 
cussed by  the  country  heretofore,  and  if  he  had 
consulted  his  own  views  he  should  have  advo- 
caled  a  still  earlier  day  than  that  now  named. 
With  respect  to  the  business  of  the  next  week, 
he  hoped  the  businessof  the  Districtof  Columbia 
woulti  be  postponed,  and,  in  addition,  he  hoped 
the  House  would  agree  to  meet  at  ten  o'clock; 
and  thus,  with  late  sessions,  eight  speeches  a  day 


might  be  delivered  for  the  whole  week.  In  relation  ' 
to  the  renewal  of  the  carpets,  he  hoped  the  tujees- 
tioii  made  would  not  meetihe  approbation  of  onv 
gentleman  who  expected  to  go  home  on  the2"tii 
of  May;  and  he  understood  a  desire  to  adjourn  on 
that  day  existed  among  many  members  on  that 
floor.  He  again  e'xpirs.sed  his  desire  that  the 
Hou.se  should  adopt  this  resolution. 

Mr.  VINTON  replied  in  opposition  to  the  rei- 
oluiion. 

Mr.  WELLER  supported  it. 
Mr.  SCMENCK  contended  that,  by  the  most 
accurate  calculation,  there  could  not  be  more  thin 
thirty-five  cr  thirty-six  speeches  delivered  fn- 
vious  to  the  hour  fixed  by  the  resolution  for  the 
lerniinniion  of  the  debate;  and  he  thought  it  highly 
probable  that  the  number  allowed  to  be  malic  on 
that  side  of  the  Hall  would  not  be  more  ihanlen 
or  twelve.  The  people  of  the  country  would  not 
consider  the  time  thrown  away  that  had  bocncon- 
sumed  in  a  fair  and  liberal'discussion.  For  one, 
he  would  have  the  debute  on  this  subject  hanl  la 
be  got  into  and  hard  to  be  got  out  of.  HeihovU 
vote  against  the  resolution'. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  observed  that  from  Ihe  manner 
in  wliich  the  discussion  on  this  resolution  had 
been  running,  he  apprehended  that  they  imer 
should  approximate  to  the  decision  of  the  main 
subject  to  which  this  resolution  related,  unlen 
they  fixed  on  some  time  for  terminating  the  de- 
bate on  it.  He  concurred  generallv  in  theviewi 
expressed  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr, 
Dromgoole]  who  offered  the  resolution.  Itns 
true  that  theduy  for  terminatin^thisdcbalc  should 
be  fixed  on,  and  it  should  be  done  in  advance, u 
the  end  that  every  gentleman  should  have  an  op- 
porlunity  of  voting  on  it.  He  believed  ili  '  '  ■ 
time  allowed  by  the  resolution  was  suiii 
ample  for  a  fair  discussion.  Individually  tc 
would,  like  other  gentlemen,  prefer  a  longer  tine  ■ 
for  debate,  but  there  were  high  public  inlcitsu 
paramount  to  the  personal  view.s  of  memhfn, 
which  required  an  early  decision  of  this  question; 
and  he  thiuight  that  members  should  forefothtir 
own  personal  feelings  and  wishes  in  deference  lo 
the  public  good.  Who  did  not  know  that.ij 
two  weeks'  lime,  a  full,  fair,  and  free  discuMon 
might  be  had !  It  was  true  that  the  bill  oiflil 
not  be  di.scussed  in  all  its  details,  but  that  he  did 
not  consider  essential  to  such  an  underatandiij 
of  the  subject  as  would  enable  the  Honse  to  roll 
on  it.  Every  gentleman  would  have  sufficient 
information  to  enable  him  to  make  up  his  mind 
on  the  subject.  Mr.  H.  concluded  bynonng 
the  previous  question. 

Tne  question  on  seconding  the  previous  ques- 
tion was  put,  and  decided  in  the  negative— «JW 
70,  noes  71. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  moved  to  amend  the 
resolution,  by  striking  out  Monday  and  uisertinf 
Thursday. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  moved  to  lay  the  rewluuon 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  DOMGOOLE  called  for  the  yeasuid  Diyi 
on  the  motion. 

The  yeas  and  nays  wereordered;  and, on  unn; 
the  question,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirtosurs— 
yeas  88,  nays  83;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messre.  Abbot,  Adams,  Ashe,  Baker,  Biirtajpi 
Barnard,  Dclscr,  Blackwell,  Brengle,  Brtxibrad,  MOs" 
I!rown,  Bulfington,  Burt,  Cairoll,  Catlln,  Chlltoo,  CIUJ* 
Collanier,  Cranst.m,  Darraqh,  Garreu  Davis,  •'«}"•''• 
Davis,  John  VV.  Davis,  Delverry,  Dickey,  Ellis,  Fij*,™- 
eiiee.  Foot,  French,  Giddings,  Willis  Grveu,  I''™"™' 
Grider,  Hardin,  Henley,  Holmes,  Uo-e,  I ' '"'«"•  ""T 
inglon  Hunt,  Joseph  K.  Ingersoll,  Irvin,  Pertev  B.  J» 
son,  Andrew  Johnson,  Georee  W.  Jones.  I>»"'«i.f- *JT 
Leonard.  Lewis,  iMcCiUincil,  .Marsh,  .Mnlhews,  "™Jj- 
iMorrls,  Morse,  Mo-elev,  .Mnrphv.  \cs,  r,nmiem«J^ 
son,  Pettll,  Peyton,  Pollock,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  PiM"". 
liainsey,  Charles  M.  Reed,  Kobens.  Kockwell,  **»■ 
Russell,  Sample,  Senter,  Severance,  Tli'"--  "  -'>""»'' 
Sinip.-on,  Slidell,  Albert  Smith,  Caleb  i 
Andrew  Stewart,  Tlunnpson,  Tibbatl^ 
Vance,  Vinton,  White,  Wiliiains,  WiuU..  ,  ■  -  - 
ward— 86.                                                     „  ni4i.*k 

NAYS— Mcsem.  Anderson,  Alkin«on.  Benton,  Bl41»». 
James  A.  Black,  Bowlin.  Bovd,  William  J.  Brown,  Bmw, 
Caldwell,  Causin,  Beuben  Chapman,  Ausu-sttts  .V  W- 
man,  Clintnian.  (Jlintoii,  Coles.  Cullom.  DaiiW.  »«i 
Douglas,  Dromgoole,  Duncan,  lur  '■■■    >•■''■'■    *" 
Bvrani  Green,  Hale,  Hamlin,  II 
H'lpkins,  Houston,  Hubard,  Utij 
B.  Hunt,  Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  J.i.n-.  ■ 
drew  Kennedv,  John  P.  Kennedy,  Presi 
rick,  Labranclic.  Lucas.  Lyon,  McCaii 
.McDowell,  Mcllvain,  Joseph  Morns,  N- 
Emery  D.  Potter,  David  S.  Held,  Kediiii 
John,  Saunders,  Schenck,   David   L.   ■-  ,^ 

8inlth,Thoma»  Smith,  Ruben  Smith,  Si.. 
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Plllcs,  Stonr,  Strong,  Summera,  Tnylor,  Thoma«?«"n,  Til- 
dpn,  VaiimelPr,  Weller.  VVentworth,  Wethered,  WlieaMii, 
Joseph  A.  Wriglit,  and  Yost— A3. 

THE  TARIFF. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  moved  that  the  House  re- 
solve itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
tinuing the  debute  on  the  tarilThill. 

Mr.  BARNARD  desired  the  House  to  dispose 
of  the  bill  in  relation  to  eastern  harbors  and  rivers; 
and  here  he  called  for  the  yeafrand  nays;  which 
being  ordered,  resulted — yeas  105,' niiys  53;  as 
follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Anderson,  AtkfnMtn,  Barringer,  Reiser, 
Benton,  Didlack,  James  A.  Black,  blackweli,  Bowlln, 
Boyd,  Brodliead,  Burke,  Burt,  Caldwell,  Catlln,  ReuUen 
Cliupiuan,  .\tigUKlU!4  A.  Cliapin.in,  Clingniun,  Clinton, 
Coltrs.  Collainer,  Culloni,  Dana,  Danii'l,  Kiclmrd  D.  Davis, 
John  VV.  Davis,  l>roni200le,  Duncan,  Dunlap,  Ellis.  Fnrlcc, 
Ficklin,  French,  Byrani  (ireen,  Male,  Hamlin,  Hatnnicl, 
Ilaraldoii,  Hays,  Hrnlty,  lli-rric)c,  HohiiKS,  ilopklns,  Hous- 
ton, Huhard,  ilulihirll,  lllichcs,  Jarnojj  U.  Hunt,  (.'ave  Juliii- 
eon,  ,\ndri:w  Johnson,  George  VV.  Jones.  .Andrew  Ken- 
tiody,  John  P.  Kennedy,  Preston  Kins,  Kirkpatrlck,  La- 
brnnclu*,  Leonard-,  Lewis,  Luea.-i,  Lyon,  Mathews,  Mc- 
Causlen,.iVlcClelland,  iMcCotincIl,  McDowell,  Joseph  Mor- 
ris, >!urphy,  \orris,  Owen,  Parnicnter,  Payne,  Pollix-k, 
Emory  D.  Potter,  Rathbnn,  l>avid  r?.  Reid,  Heding,  Relic, 
Bitter,  Koherts,  Russell,  St.  John,  Saunders,  Thoinas  H. 
Seymour,  Sini[>son,  ^iidell,  John  T.  timith,  Thomas  Smith, 
Robert  8inltti,  SleenrtMl,  Andrew  Stewari,  Stiles,  Stone, 
Taylor,  Thompson,  'I'ibbatts,  Tucker,  Vinton,  Weller, 
Wcntworth,  Wheaton,  White,  VVIlllams,  Woodward,  and 
Josieph  A.  Wright— 105. 

N.\VS— .Messrs.  .Adams,  Baker,  Barnard,  Brcngle,  >Iil- 
ton  Brown,  Jercmiali  Brown,  BudingKm,  Carroll,  Causin, 
Chilton,  Cranston,  Darragh,  (iarrett  Davifj,  Deherry, 
Dickey,  Fish,  Flor<-nce,  Foster,  Ulddings,  Willis  Green, 
Grinnell,  Grider,  Hardin,  W'asbinijion  Hunt,  Cliarles  J. 
liigersoil,  Joseph  R.  liiger-ioll,  Irvin,  Jenk..^  Perley  B. 
Johnson,  Daniel  P.  King,  Marsh,  Mellvainc,  Kilward  J. 
Morris,  iMor.^c,  Mttseley,  Nes,  I'eyton,  Clisha  K.  Polter, 
Preston,  Charles  M.  Reed,  Rockwell,  Rogers,  Sample, 
Schenck,  Senter,  fleveranee,  David  L.  :3evuiour,  Suiu- 
iners,  Tyler,  Vauce,-  Vanuieter,  Wethered,  Winllirop,  and 
y  osl — 53. 

So  the  House  agreed  to  the  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Dromcoolc] 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Hopkins  in  the  chair,) 
and  resumed  the  consideration  of  tlic  bill  to  amend 
and  modify  the  tjiriff  act  of  1842. 

Mr.  Bli^LSER,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor, 
said,  if  he  was  not  mistaken  in  the  views  which 
heenlertained  in  relation  to  the  division  of  parties 
ill  this  country,  there  were  now  some  four  divi- 
sions on  this  great  national  question .  There  was, 
in  the  first  place,  the  avowed  protectionist,  the 
friend  of  sj>ecinl  bounties  and  privileges,  the  ad- 
Tocateof  the  most  enlarged  monopoly.  Of  this 
class  were  the  patricians  of  this  Government, 
•with  their  devoted  adherents. 

^There  was  onotffcr  class  of  politicians  on  this 
subject,  who  went  for  what  they  called  fair  and 
moderate,  but  certain  and  stable,  encouragement 
to  all  branches  of  industry — a  thing,  in  his  opin- 
ion, too  general  in  iis  terms  to  be  made  praclica- 
ble — toodiplomatic  in  its  character, and  too  much 
akin  (if  he  might  use  an  illustration)  to  the  reply 
of  Lord  Aberdeen  to  the  Texan  secretary  of  le- 
gation, when  he  said  that  Great  Briutin  would 
use  no  improper  means  in  regard  to  the  abolition 
of  slavery  in  that  Republic. 

There  was  another  class  of  politicians  in  this 
country — the  incidental  protectionists,  the  half- 
way house  men — men  who  were  opposed,  per- 
haps, to  banks  and  to  monopolies  in  general,  ex- 
cept those  in  which  they  were  interested.  There 
was,  likewise,  a  fourth  class  of  politicians — a 
class  to  which  he  claimed  to  belong — who  go  for 
levying  no  more  revenue  than  is  necessary  to  de- 
fray the  expenses  of  thi^Government;  and  who, 
■when  levying  duties  for.  that  purpose,  have  no 
kind  of  protection  whatever  in  view — who  are 
unwilling  to  protect  one  class  at  the  expense  of 
another;  in  short,  a  party  who  go  for  laying  du- 
ties, so  as  JO  raise  the  lowest  amount  of  revenue 
that  is  necessary  to  defray  the  expenses  of  this 
Government  economically  administered — a  parly 
that  goes  for  limiting  the  powers  of  this  Govern- 
ment, and  not  leaving  things  to  a  wild  discretion 
and  latitudinous  construction,  which  are  calcu- 
lated to  overtiirowour  free  institutions.  He  rec- 
ollected being  forcibly  struck ,  on  reading  an  article 
some  time  ago,  which  assiniilau.d  this  Govern- 
ment, as  it  ought  to  be,  as  nearly  as  possible  to 
the  "oveinmcnt of  Heaven.  He  was  struck  with 
the  beauty  of  that  observation;  and  its  iritth  must 
be  admitted.  No  one  would  undertake  to  deny 
that  that  government  was  best  which,  in  the  dis- 


tribution of  its  benefits,  approximates  most  nearly 
to  the  Divine  government,  which  dispenses  iis 
blessings  and  bounties  on  earth  to  no  particular 
class  of  individuals,  but  alike  to  all  who  are  the 
stibjecls  of  Divine  government.  Our  forefathers, 
when  they  formed  this  Government,  had  seen 
enough  of  human  despotism,  in  iis  examples  pre- 
sented in  other  countries,  to  warn  them  against 
monopolies  and  tyranny  of  any  description;  and 
they  desired  to  form  such  a  government  as  would 
the  most  nearly  approximate  to  the  Divine  gov- 
ernment. To  do  this,  they  saw  the  necessity  of 
limiting  the  power  of  the  government  which  they 
were  about  to  form;  and  a  part,  and  a  necessary 
part,  of  their  plan  was,  at  the  outset,  the  adop- 
tion of  a  written  Constitution,  in  which  certain 
powers  were  given  to  this  Government,  to  be  ex- 
ercised by  it  for  national  purpo.ses,  the  rest  being 
reserved  to  the  States  of  the  Union,  and  to  the 
people. 

Among  the  powers  thus  delegated  to  Congress 
was  ihe  power  to  lay  taxes  on  excises  anil  im- 
ports, to  pay  the  debts  and  provide  for  the  com- 
mon defense  and  general  welfare  of  the  Uniled 
Slates;  and  also  the  power  to  regulate  commerce 
with  foreign  nations,  and  among  the  several  States, 
and  with  the  Indian  tribes.  And  he  would  say 
that,  if  there  was  any  power  given  in  this  instru- 
ment which  authorized  the  Congress  of  the  Uni- 
led States  to  protect  any  branch  of  the  industry 
of  the  coiinlry  to  the  exclusion  of  all  Ihe  rest,  it 
must  find  its  foundation  in  the  power  to  lay  taxes 
or  the  power  to  regulatecommerce.  The  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  in  perhaps  one  of  the 
most  important  cases  ever  adjudicated  in  this 
country,  and  which  to  this  day  might  stand  as  a 
text-book  for  latitudinuriuns,  expressly  declaretj- 
that  the  power  to  lay  taxes  and  the  power  to 
regulate  cominercc  were  two  separate  and  distinct 
branches  of  power.  They  have  said  that  the 
power  to  lay  taxes  could  not  be  mingled  with  the 
power  to  regulote  commerce;  and  helield  it  as  the 
same  doctrine  that,  under  the  power  to  regulate 
commerce.  Congress  had  no  right  to  protect  man- 
ufactures. The  utmost  extent  to  which  Judge 
Story  carried  the  doctrine  was,  that  under  that 
power  Congre.ss  could  only  protect  manufnclures 
by  laying  countervailing  duties.  The  Supreme 
Court  had  decided  that  the  power  to  regulate 
commerce  extends  to  the  regulation  of  the  navi- 
gation of  the  country,  and  the  intercourse  with 
foreign  nations  and  among  the  several  States. 
For  that  purpose  the  power  was  vested  in  Con- 
gress, and  for  that  and  any  similar  purpose  it 
might  be  exercised;  but  he  denied  that  there  was 
any  respectable  authority  for  the  doctrine  that 
Congress  had  the  right  to  protect  manufuctures 
under  this  clause  of  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  B.  then  went  on  to  argue  that  the  other 
clause  of  the  Constitution  which  authorizes  Con- 
gress to  make  general  laws  to  carry  particular 
powers  into  effect  is  confined  to  cases  where  the 
end  is  legitimate,  and  within  the  scope  of  the  Con- 
stitution; and  therefore  Congress  did  not  possess 
ihe  power  to  protect  manufactures  uncler  this 
clause.  It  was  upon  one  or  the  other  of  these 
three  clauses  of  the  Cnnstitulion  that  a  protective 
tariff  can  be  maintained;  and  to  bring  it  within 
these  powers,  it  was  necessary  to  show  that  the 
end  was  legitimate.  The  first  question,  then,  was, 
was  the  power  to  protect  manufactures  within  the 
scope  01  the  Constitution,  and  within  the  legiti- 
mate end  that  was  to  be  derived  from  it.'  Mr.  B. 
then  went  on  to  argue  that  it  was  not  within  the 
hrgitimate  end  of  the  power  to  regulate  commerce, 
for  that  was  given  to  regulate  navignation  only; 
that  it  was  not  a  legitimate  end  of  the  taxing 
power,  for  all  duties  were  to  be  uniform;  and  there 
was  not  only  uniformity  necessary  in  the  laying 
of  duties,  but  they  should  also  be  laid  os  nearly 
equal  as  possible  on  all  sections  of  the  country, 
according  to  the  mode  of  raising  revenue  which 
may  be  adopted  by  the  Government. 

Mr.  B.  continued  for  some  time  the  constitu- 
tional part  of  his  argument,  and  then  proceeded 
to  portray  the  baleful  effects  of  the  system — its 
taxing  one  section  of  the  country  for  the  benefit 
of  others,  and  its  leading  to  an  extravagant  sys- 
tem of  expenditure  which  must  flow  from  it.  He 
showed  iis  deleterious  effects  on  ihe  several  Stales 
of  the  Union — begetting  systems  of  extravagance, 
extending  credit  to  States  and  citizens,  and  bind- 
ing them  to  foreign  capitalists.  He  then  proceeded 
to  give  a  history  of  the  origin  and  progress  of  the 


protective  tariff  system,  and  made  a  comparison 
of  the  effects  of  the  tariff  laws  that  have  been 
passed  since  1828,  refuting  the  various  arguments 
that  have  been  used  in  support  of  a  protective 
tariff. 

Mr.  B.  then  read  the  following: 

"These  customs  are,  then,  we  see,  a  tax  Immedlalciy 
paid  by  lite  merchant,  although  nltimnlrly  l)y  the  consumer. 
And  yet,  these  are  the  <lulies  fell  least  by  the  pi'oplc;  and, 
Ifprud'Mitly  managed,  the  people  hardly  consider  that  they 
nay  Ihcni  at  all ;  for  the  nicrcliant  is  easy,  being  sensible 
lie  does  noi  pay  them  forhlmsell';  and  the  cou^ume^,  who 
really  pays  them,  contbunds  them  with  ihe  price  of  the  com- 
inodily — in  tlie  same  luanner,  as  'Pncilnsobserve-i,  that  the 
emperor  Nero  gained  the  rcpntiition  of  abolishirg  the  tax 
on  the  sale  of  slaves,  though  heonly  tmnsfern*d  It  from  Ihe 
buyer  10  the  ssller ;  so  that  it  was,  as  he  expresses  11, 
*' rfmisstim  magJ4  specie,  ijtiam  ri  ^ia^cumvenditur  perulere 
juberetuTj  in  partem  pretii  emiitOTiInu  arcTe*crl>at.^*  But 
tilts  inconvenience  attends  It  on  ihe  other  hand,  thai  these 
Imposts,  If  too  lieavy,  are  a  check  and  cramp  upon  tnidc, 
and  especially  when  the  value  of  the  eommodity  bears  little 
or  no  proportion  to  llie  quantity  of  tlic  duly  imposed.  This, 
In  consequence,  gives  rise  also  lo  smuggling,  which  llien 
becomes  a  very  lucrative  employinent;  and  its  naniraland 
most  reasonable  punishment— namely,  eonllscHtlon  of  the 
commodity — Is,  in  such  cases,  quite  Ineftectual ;  the  In- 
i  trinsic  value  of  thi;  goods,  wliicii  is  all  the  smuggler  has 
paid,  and  therefore  all  that  lie  can  lose,  lielng  vi^rv  Incon- 
siderable when  compared  with  his  prospect  of  advantage 
In  evading  the  duty.  Recourse  must  lhi;refore  be  had  lo 
extraordinary  punishmi-nts  lo  prevent  11 — iierhaps  even  to 
capital  ones — which  destroys  nil  proportion  of  punishment, 
and  puts  murderers  upon  an  equal  footing  with  sucii  as 
are  really  guilty  of  no  natural,  but  merely  a  positive,  of- 
fense. 

"There  Is  also  another  ill  consequence  Btlcnding  hlt|;li 
Imposts  on  merchandise,  not  frequently  considered,  but  In- 
dispntaldy  certain  :  lliftl  Ihc  earlierany  lax  is  laid  on  acoiu- 
uiodity  the  heavier  it  falls  upon  the  consumer  hi  tiie  end  ; 
for  every  trailer  ihrongh  whose  hands  k  passes  must  have 
a  prulil,  not  only  upon  the  raw  material  and  ills  own  labor 
and  lime  In  preparing  it,  but  also  upon  the  very  lav  itself 
wliich  lie  ndvaiiees  lo  the  Government;  otherwise  he  loses 
Ihe  use  and  interest  of  the  money  which  he  so  advances. 
To  Instance  in  the  nrlleleof  foreigti  paper.  The  merchant 
pays  a  duly  upon  Imporuilion,  wliicli  he  does  not  receive 
again  till  iie  S4-Ils  the  comniodily — perhapj  at  the  end  of 
tliree  months.  He  is,  llicrefore,  equally  entitled  lo  a  profit 
upon  thai  duly  which  he  pays  at  the  cusiom-house  as  lo  a 
profit  U|)on  the  original  price  wtiieli  he  pays  lo  the  nianu- 
faclurer  abroad,  and  considers  11,  accordingly.  In  the  price, 
he  demands  of  ttie  slalioner.  WHien  Ihe  stationer  sells  it 
again,  lie  re(|uires  a  profit  of  the  printer  or  b«>okselier  nptni 
the  whole  sum  advanced  by  liim  to  tiie  merchant ;  and  llic 
liookselier  does  not  forget  lo  charge  the  full  proporlion  lo 
Uie  student  or  ultimate  eonsiimer,  who,  thendbri!,  does  not 
only  pay  the  original  duty,  but  the  profits  ol  these  three  In- 
lermcdiaie  traders,  who  have  successively  advanced  it  lor 
him.  This  nilgiit  he  carried  niiich  further  in  unyincclion- 
ical  or  more  ciinipiicated  branch  of  trade." 

This,  he  snid,  was  from  Blackslonc — volume  1, 
pages  316,  317,  and  318 — a  rather  ancient  writer; 
and  he  commended  it  more  particularly  lothegen- 
lleinen  of  the  West,  who,  the  further  they  lived 
from  the  port^,  had  the  more  to  pay  for  the  articles 
which  they  purchased. 

But,  to  proceed,  the  protectionists  contended 
^hat  protection  cheapened  goods.  He  here  briefly 
replied  to  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr. 
Wetiierkd,]  wlio  had  exhibited  various  speci- 
mens of  manufactured  goods  on  this  floor. 

But  what,  he  asked,  were  the  reasons  for  this 
increased  cheapness.'  He  went  on  to  show  that 
it  was  occasioned  by  the  improvement  of  ma- 
chinery throughout  tiie  world,  the  changes  of  the 
trade  and  of  the  currency,  the  reduced  demand 
for  manufactured  articles, and  the  reduction  in  the 
price  of  labor.  He  added,  however,  that  ihe  ar- 
gument of  llieir  opponents  could  only  be  main- 
tained on  Ihe  ground  that  protection  now  will 
subsec^uenily  enable  American  manufactures  lo 
supply  the  place  of  English  manufactures,  and 
that  Knglisn  manufactures  had  not  cheapened 
also.  To  make  the  argument  effective,  he  .said, 
tlie  laborers  in  this  country  must  work  as  cheap 
as  the  laborers  in  Europe,  of  whose  condition  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Owen]  had  pre- 
sented so  graphic  a  sketch.  Let  not,  then,  the 
gentlemen  opposite  denounce  the  pauper  labor  of 
England,  while  they  were  proposing  to  cheapen 
our  labor  to  the  s^me  standard  and  to  bring  our- 
selves to  the  same  wretched  state  of  human  de- 
pendence which  is  brought  about  by  taxation  and 
extravagant  expenditures  in  England. 

Now,  on  one  important  part  of  the  subject 
which  this  question  involved,  he  wished  loopposo 
one  Boston  writer  to  another — a  merchant  against 
a  manufacturer.  Mr.  Appleton,  of  Boston,  had 
been  recently  in  Euiope,  and  he  spoke  of  this 
subject  of  piotection,  and  no  doubt  advisedly,  as 
"  a  question  of  labor — of  the  protection  of  our 
high-priced,  full-fed,  intelligent  labor,  against  the 
cheap,  sttirving  labor  of  other  countries."  But 
what  were  the  facts?  A  "  Boston  merchant "  says, 
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on  the  subjccl  of  a  comparison  of  wages  in  the 
cotton  mills  in  Lancashire  and  the  United  States, 
let  them  give  the  comparison  of  Robert  Hyde 
Gregg,  Esq.,  late  meml)cr  of  Parliament  for  Man- 
chester, against  Mr.  Schencic,  ofMatteawan.each 
the  largest  manufacturers  of  fustjjins  in  their  re- 
spective countries;  Messrs.  Bayley,  of  Staley- 
bridge,  Lancashire,  large  manufacturers  of  sheet- 
ings, printed  cloths,  &c.,  against  those  of  Low- 
ell, in  Massachusetts,  and  Manchester,  in  New 
Hampshire;  and  it  will  be  found  that  wages  are 
about  ten  per  cent,  less,  on  the  average,  in  the 
cotton  mills  of  England,  than  those  of  New  Eng- 
land; while  in  the  cost  of  the  staple  of  cotton. 
New  England  has  an  advantage  in  price  of  fifteen 
per  cent,  at  least.  Wages  in  New  England  cot- 
ton mills  average  about  three  dollars  per  week 
each  person.  Wages  at  the  mills  of  Lancashire, 
according  to  statements  published  by  Messrs. 
Taylor,  of  the  Manchester  Guardian,  July,  1842, 
ana  by  Messrs.  Whiltaker,  as  reported  in  a  late 
speech  of  Mr.  Cobden,  at  London,  averaged 
eleven  shillings  sterling  (or  $2  66  decimal  cur- 
rency) per  week.  The  wages  of  carpenters,  brick- 
layers, and  other  domestic  artificers,  as  well  as 
machinists,  in  Greenwich,  England,  from  1819  to 
1840,  by  published  returns,  was  thirty-three  shil- 
lings sterling  (or  eight  dollars)  per  week. 

Thus,  the  largest  manufacturers  of  sheetings 
and  printing-cloths  in  England  and  America  show 
these  facts  as  to  the  price  of  labor:  first,  a  difier- 
ence  of  almost  ten  per  cent,  in  fuvorof  the  cheap- 
ness of  English  labor,  and  fifteen  per  cent.,  or 
thereabouts,  advantage  to  the  American  manu- 
facturer in  the  cost  of  the  staple  cotton  of  New 
England;  that  the  wages  in  New  England,  per 
week,  each  person,  are  three  dollars;  in  old  Eng- 
land, in  1842,  about  two  dollars  and  sixty-six 
cents — showing  a  ditference  of  thirty-four  cents 
per  week;  and  that  the  wages  of  carpenters,  brick- 
layers, domestic  artificers,  and  machinists,  in 
Greenwich,  England,  from  1819  to  1840,  was 
about  eight  dollars  per  week;  and  this  was  not 

f)auper  labor.  Gentlemen  talked  about  paUper 
iibor;  but  they  did  not  slop  to  inquire  why  it 
existed.     Here,  however,  was  the  reason. 

That  pauper  labor  exists  in  the  manufacturing 
districts  of  England,  no  one  denies.  Why  it 
exists,  but  few  stop  to  inquire.  It  is  the  substi- 
tution of  the  power-loom  for  the  hand-loom. 
Every  power-loom  can  do  at  least  three  times  the 
work  of  a  hand-loom.  In  England,  in  1820,  the 
number  of  hand-looms  at  work  was  twenty -four 
thousand;  of  power-looms,  fourteen  thousand. 
In  1830,  the  former  remained  at  twenty-four  thou- 
sand, while  the  latter  had  increased  to  fifty-five 
thousand;  showing  an  increase  in  the  amount  of 
work  done  by  the  power-looms  equal  to  the  work 
afforded  by  one  hundred  and  twenty-two  thou- 
sand hand-looms.  The  successful  competition  of 
power  against  hand -looms  has  reduced  the  earn- 
ing of  hand-loom  weavers  to  a  point  below  that 
of  cost  of  subsistence.  The  consequence  is,  that 
pauper  labor  is  confined  principally  to  the  hand- 
loom  weavers,  a  large  proportion  of  whom  are 
now  old  and  decrepit. 

After  some  observations  on  the  facts  here  stated, 
he  proceeded  to  show  that  the  system  of  taxation 
which  did  so  much  to  produce  paupers  in  Eng- 
land was  resorted  to  for  the  support  of  her  army, 
her  navy,  her  civil  list,  &c.  For  these  purposes 
taxation  was  resorted  to  in  every  conceivable 
form.  It  was  to  build  up  a  patrician  order,  to 
ride  booted  and  spurred  over  the  poor  plebeian  of 
that  country;  a  system  to  which,  he  regretted  to 
see,  we  were  approximating  here.  They  talked 
of  protecting  the  labor  of  the  manufacturer;  or, 
in  the  language  of  the  day,  they  were  to  give  a 
fair  and  moderate,  but  certain  and  stable,  encour- 
a";ementtoall  branches  of  industry.  They  talked 
about  protecting  the  agriculture  of  the  country; 
but  how  did  they  obtain  the  power  to  do  that.' 
Could  they  cause  the  dews  of  heaven  to  descend 
upon  it,  or  preserve  the  fruits  of  the  earth  from 
the  worm  and  the  caterpillar?  They  possessed 
no  such  power;  and  for  the  protection  of  agricul- 
ture they  were  dependent  on  that  God  whose 
blessings  fell  both  on  the  just  and  the  unjust. 

He  held   in  his  hand  an  exposition  of  party 

f)rinciples  recently  set  forth  at  Raleigh,  of  which 
le  would  say  that  they  meant  anything  or  noth- 
ing. The  first  item  was  "  an  honest  and  econom- 
ical administration  of  the  Government;"  and  it 
was  ail  excellent  lyoposition.    The  next  was  "  a 


sound  currency  of  uniform  value;"  which  we 
now  have  without  a  b.-\nk,  promoted  by  placing 
proper  restraints  on  credit.  The  third  was  "  fair 
and  moderate,  but  certain  and  stable,  encourage- 
ment to  all  branches  of  industry;"  which  would 
perhaps  be  good  if  it  could  be  equalized  and  ap- 
plied to  all  branches.  But  it  could  not  be  done. 
The  next  was  "  peace  and  union;  peace  as  long 
as  it  can  be  preserved  with  honor;  preparation 
for  vigorous  war  when  it  is  inevitable;  union  at 
all  hazards."  Yes,  union  at  all  hazards!  He 
had  seen  the  day  when  he  loved  this  Union.  He 
lOved  it  yet.  He  still  loved  the  work  of  the  mighty 
men  who  had  passed  off  this  stage  of  action;  but 
he  could  not  sing  hosannas  to  it  as  he  once  did. 
He  loved  this  Union — not  deformed  as  the  mo- 
nopolists would  make  it,  but  as  it  existed  with 
their  forefathers;  and  he  would  adhere  to  it  as 
long  as  it  was  preserved  to  them;  but  if  the  sys- 
tem was  to  be  riveted  upon  them  by  which  labor 
was  to  be  robbed  of  its  reward,  and  an  aristoc- 
racy was  to  be  created ;  if  the  two  classes  of  patri- 
cian and  plebeian  were  to  be  created  by  it  out  of 
the  mass  of  our  population,  as  they  exist  in 
Europe,  he  would  say,  in  the  name  of  God,  let 
the  Union  exist  no  longer. 

The  next  article  of  this  creed  was,  "men  only 
of  character,  fidelity,- and  ability,  appointed  to 
public  office;"  but  all  parties  were  apt  to  believe 
that  their  men  were  the  right  men.  The  sixth 
article  was  "just  limitations  and  restraints  upon 
the  executive  power."  On  this  point  he  would 
observe  that  there  was  as  much  danger  from  con- 
gressional as  from  executive  usurpation.  He 
deemed  it  necessary  to  preserve  the  checks  and 
balances  of  our  system;  otherwise  the  weaker 
portions  would  become  subservient  to  the  strong. 
He  was  for  letting  the  Constitution  remain  as  it 
is.  It  was  the  work  of  mighty  hands;  and  it  was 
the  great  shield  of  our  liberties,  around  which 
devoted  patriots  could  rally  in  the  hour  of  tribu- 
lation. It  was  necessary  that  it  should  be  pre- 
served unchanged  for  the  protection  of  even 
minorities;  and  in  the  name  of  God  let  it  stand. 

There  were  other  items  in  this  creed,  which 
were  as  follows:  a  distribution  of  the  proceed  of 
the  sales  of  the  public  lands  among  all  the  States 
on  just  and  liberal  terms;  a  just  administration 
of  our  common  Constitution,  without  any  addi- 
tion to,  or  abstraction  from,  the  powers  which  it 
fairly  confers,  by  forced  interpretation;  and  the 
preservation,  exclusively  by  the  States,  of  their 
and  peculiar  institutions.  Now,  the  distribution 
policy  would  create  the  necessity  for  unequal 
taxation, and  lead  to  the  system  by  which  classes — 
patrician  and  plebeian — would  be  created  in  this 
country.  The  next  item  was  designed  to  enlarge 
the  interpretation  of  that  clause  of  the  Constitu- 
tion which  authorizes  Congress  to  make  laws  to 
carry  delegated  poweiTs  into  effect;  and  as  a  com- 
mentary on  the  last  and  concluding  one,  he  would 
point  to  the  attempts  to  cause  a  dissolution  of  the 
Union  by  the  adoption  of  resolutions  to  destroy 
slave  representation,  and  other  kindred  acts  of 
some  of  the  leaders,  and  many  of  the  rank  and 
file  of  one  of  the  parties  of  a  portion  of  this 
country. 

But  there  was  another  view  of  this  subject  of 
protection  to  which  he  would  advert.  Much  was 
said  of  national  independence,  and  they  were  told 
it  was  necessary  that  it  should  be  protected.  He 
here  went  into  an  examination  of  this  portion  of 
the  subject;  but  we  can  simply  allude  to  the  course 
of  his  argument.  After  malting  some  remarks  on 
the  independence  of  these  United  States,  he  con- 
sidered their  commercial  dependence,  and  con- 
tended that  the  object  of  government  was  to  create 
mutual  dependence  by  abolishing  natural  and  cre- 
ating civil  rights.  He  showed  that  it  had  always 
existed  amongst  men;  it  existed  amongst  the  peo- 
ple; it  existed  amongst  the  States;  and  should 
exist  amongst  the  nations  of  the  world.  He  com- 
mented on  this  mutual  dependence  so  for  as  re- 
garded the  products  of  the  West  and  the  South 
with  other  countries;  and  said  this  exchange  of 
products  between  the  South  and  the  West  and 
other  States  gave  increased  activity  and  rendered 
"mutual  dependence  necessary  and  proper.  The 
markets  of  the  North  were  not  sufficient  for  the 
consumption  of  her  own  produce  and  the  produce 
of  the  West.  He  did  not  wish  to  be  misunder- 
stood on  this  great  question,  nor  did  he  wish  to 
put  other  gentlemen  in  a  wrong  position;  but  if 
the  system,  as  it  was  being  developed,  was  to  be 


persisted  in,  where  were  they  to  look  for  the  re- 
sults.' It  would  then,  perhaps,  become neccuary 
to  ciilculate  the  value  of  this  Union.  He  would 
say,  in  all  seriousness,  that  he  had  begun  to  c«|. 
culate  it  already.  Under  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, the  right  to  do  so  existed;  and  when- 
ever  the  connection  became  too  rigoroiw  to  be 
borne,  any  who  were  aggrieved  miglit  say,  "cut 
us  asunder,  and  let  us  go."  And  in  that  dav 
where  would  be  the  South  ?  If,  for  the  pruraolion 
of  this  system,  agriculture  (the  foundation  of 
everything)  was  to  be  partially  destroyed,  and 
commerce  to  be  paralyzed,  that  maniifncturtj 
might  prevail,  and  privileged  classes  be  created; 
if  monopoly  was  to  be  the  prevailing  featareof 
this  Government,  he  repeated  it  would  be  necef- 
sary  to  calculate  the  value  of  this  Union.  And 
where  would  be  the  South  in  the  contest  tlui 
would  come,'  Where  would  be  the  West?  And 
where  the  plebeians  of  every  section  of  this  Union! 
Where  would  be  the  descendanis  of  the  Ha;iie- 
nots,  who  fled  from  France  in  defense  of  libtrtf ! 
Where  the  free-trade  men  of  1832,  who  wcrcthen 
for  driving  things  to  a  crisis .'  They  woSldriae, 
and  with  one  united  voice  cry, "  Down,  down  with 
this  tyranny!"  He  would  venture  to  laylliat 
they  would  all  rush  to  the  rescue,  that  the  princi- 
ples on  which  the  Union  was  established  might 
be  maintained,  and  that  they  might  preserve, us  it 
was  received  from  their  patriot  fathers,  theauRd 
legacy  of  liberty  and  inaependence. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  continued  the  debate  in  op- 
position to  the  tariff  bill,  and  in  favor  of  a  pro- 
tective tariff.  He  S6id  that  the  State  of  Penntjl- 
vania  was  unanimously  in  favor  of  the  protecnre 
policy;  and  maintained  that  all  our  Chief  Majit- 
trates,  from  the  origin  of  the  Government  down 
to  this  lime,  had  held  the  protection  of  .American 
industry  to  be  one  of  the  cardinal  principU'«  of 
republicanism.  He  contended  that  free  trade  was 
a  Utopian  idea  that  never  could  be  carried  into 
effect  with  the  consent  of  the  people,  as  itmustb« 
accompanied  with  direct  taxation;  and  that,  as  the 
support  of  the  (government  by  duties  in  foreipi 
importations  was  necessary,  these  duties  should 
be  laid  in  such  a  way  as  to  discriminate  in  faior 
of  the  American  manufactarer.  He  also  arpied 
that  the  present  tariff  was  producing  the  moit 
beneficial  results,  and  that  it  would  be  unwise  to 
disturb  it. 

Mr.  SLIDELL  addressed  the  House  in  btoe 
of  the  bill  up  to  the  expiration  of  the  hoarallotttd 
him;  but,  being  cut  short  by  tlie  chairman'* ham- 
mer before  he  had  concluded  his  remarks,  he 
intimated,  as  he  probably  would  not  have  anoihtr 
opportunity  to  finish  what  he  i n tended  to  «ay, thai 
he  would  write  nut  his  speech  in  fall,andpttbli>li 
it  as  he  intended  to  have  delivered  it. 

Mr.  STEENROD  next  obtained  the  floor,ind 
addressed  the  committee  in  an  argumeniati'e 
speech  in  favor  of  the  bill  up  to  the  endof  hi« 
hour.  He  went  at  length  into  the  injustia  eJil 
inequality  of  the  protective  system — its  bomitirt 
to  one  class  of  citizens  at  the  expense  of  the  othen; 
and  particularly  dwelt  on  its  effects  as  a  rerenne 
measure,  arguing  that  a  high  tariff  would  raise  lea 
revenue  than  a  moderate  one. 

Mr.  WELLER  next  obtained  the  floor;  btithe 
gave  way  for  a  motion  to  rise. 

The  committee  accordingly  rose,  and  reporlrf 


progress. 


PAPERS  REFERRED. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  DROMGOOLE,  certain  pi- 
pers were  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways*"* 
Means. 

NATIONAL  FOONDERT. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD,  fi=om  the  select  comiBiU*. 
reported  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  establishment^ 
a  national  foundery;  which  was  read  twice,  •» 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  a* 
state  of  the  Union. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


Tlie  following  petitions,  presented  to-day,  were  I 
to  liie  reporters  bv  ihe  menilien"  presenliniE  tiiem: 

By  Mr.  ANDEitPON:  Tlie  pcatlon  o'^\,^JS 
anil  twentv-six  others.  ciUzeiw  of  l.ewl»l)oro,  ^"V^ 
for  rediicrinn  of  Uic  rates  of  pa>ia(e  an<l  atloililo*  «  <m 
iVaiikiiiR  nrivjiec*;.  . 

Hv  Mr.  McCLEI.LAND :  Ttie  claim  of  Hiiam w"^ 
of  Saline,  Michigan,  for  services,  &c.  twn*. 

Also,  the  claim  01  Captain  Francis  CIcoke,  ot  u™—' 
for  damages  done  by  the  Indians  during  the  last  ""y,^ 

AUo,  two  petitions  of  cliizeiu  of  Wayne  county,  wj 
igan,  for  a  new  inaiJ  route  Irom  Oahville  lo  May»e,l«"" 
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l!i  \If  M  ILVAINE:  The  rccnonstrnnce  of  P.  Frazcr 
Siiiiii)  ami  .1  number  of  otliem,  clilzeiis  of  Chester  count}-, 
Pennsylvania,  against  any  alturalion  of  the  present  tariff 
Ml  IV. 

By  Mr.  CI106S  :  .\  petition  of  (he  citizens  of  Clark  and 
Ileinpileail  counties.  In  the  Slate  of  Arkansas,  praying  for 
a  mail  route  iVotn  .^rkadi:lpliia,  in  the  foriucr,  to  Clarks- 
ville.  In  the  latter  county. 

Ur  .Mr.  DAN.A:  The  petition  of  Ellsha  Moircll,  ndmln- 
J*<tnuor  of  Joseph  Icard,(Jecense<l,  for  the  payinent  of  Icard's 
proportion  of  the  money  awarded  to  the  owners  of  Uie  ship 
Cadi'/.,  withheld  to  satUfy  a  claim  of  the  United  States 
aguiiLst  J(»hn  rt.  Uoulett,  another  joint  owner  of  said  ship ; 
wliieli  waj*  referred  to  tile  Coimnittee  on  the  Judiciary. 

By  Mr.  WF.TIIKUKU  :  A  p.iitlori  IVom  E.  T.  tirilBn  and 
others,  of  the  city  ot'  Baltimore,  |>rayinj;  ("ongress  to  abstain 
from  all  legislation  on  the  subjeet  of  the  tarilF. 

By  .Mr.  BENTON:  Tlie  petition  of  Henry  Sits,  of  Stark, 
Herkimer  county,  New  Vork,a.-kin2  arrearages  of  pension  ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Uevolutlunary 
Pensions. 

By  Mr.  SMITH,  of  Illinois:  The  petition  of  Edward  A. 
Kair)berl,pniying  an  allowance  on  account  of  error  In  eoii- 
Iraet  tu  furnish  tlie  New  York  custom-house  with  blank 
books ;  wJilch  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 


IN  SENATE. 
Monday,  .ipril  29,  1844. 
The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  message  from  the  Presiilentof  the  United 
Stales,  inclosing  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  inquiry  touching  the 
Stockbridge  Indians;  which,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
"Wriuiit,  waa  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Indian  AtTairs. 

PETITIONS,  ETC. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  presented  two  memo- 
rials signed  by  citizens  of  Middletown  and  Nor- 
wich, Connecticut,  remonstrating  against  the  an- 
nexation of  Texas  to  the  United  Slates;  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions. 

Mr.   CLAYTON  presented   two   memorials 

signed  by  a  large  number  of  citizens  of , 

Delaware,  remonstrating  against  the  annexation 
of  Texas  to  the  United  Stales;  which  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  UPHAM  presented  a  remonstrance  signed 
by  citizens  of  Hartlaud,  without  distinction  of 
party,against  the  annexation  of  Texas,  by  treaty 
or  otlicrwise,  to  the  United  States,  on  the  ground 
thai  it  would  violate  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  violate  our  treaty  stipulations  with 
Mexico,  and  involve  us  in  a  war  with  that  coun- 
try; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee' on 
Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  PEARCE  presented  a  memorial  signed  by 
a  large  number  of  merchants  in  the  city  of  Bulli- 
more,  asking  for  a  drawback  on  exports  of  do- 
mestic distilled  spirits  from  imported  molasses 
equal  to  the  duty  paid  on  the  imported  molasses; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  DAYTON  presented  a  memorial  from  in- 
habitants of  the  town  of  Woodbridge,  Middlesex 
county.  New  Jersey,  remonstrating  against  any 
moditiraiion  of  the  existing  tariff  laws;  which 
■was  referred  to  the  Commiliee  ofi  Finance. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  a  memorial  from 
the  Phoenix  Insurance  Company,  of  Philailelphia, 
and  another  from  the  Bank  of  Delaware  County, 
Pennsylvania,  asking  Congress  to  pass  a  law  for 
the  redemption  of  certain  Treasury  notes,  being 
some  of  those  stolen,  and  not  having  on  them  the 
marks  of  cancellation;  which  were  ordered  to  lie 
on  llie  table,  a  general  bill  to  meet  the  object  of 
the  memorials  liaving  been  already  reported  to 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  presented  three  memo- 
rials from  citizens  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  remon- 
strating against  any  change  of  the  present  tariff 
law;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

Also,  two  memorials  from  members  of  the  bar 
of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  asking  Congress  to 
adopt  some  mode  to  secure  ilie  publication,  in  a 
onuensed  form,  of  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States;  which  were  refetred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  presented  a  petition  from 
Deboiah  Mason,  praying  for  an  extension  of  the 
pension  law  of  1838;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  JARNAGIN  presented  a  petition  from 
Nancy  Smith,  of  Tennessee,  the  widow  of 
Charles  Smith,  praying  for  the  allowance  of  a 
pension;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions. 


Mr.  RIVES  presented  a  memorial  signed  by 
citizens  of  the  county  of  Henrico,  Virginia, 
against  the  repeal  or  any  modification  of  the  ex- 
isting tariff  law;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mitlee  on  Finance. 

Also,  a  memorial  signed  by  citizens  of  the 
county  of  Prince  Edward,  Virginia,  urging,  in 
strong  terms,  the  early  annexaiioii  of  Texas  to 
the  United  States;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  ATCHISON  presented  a  memorial  from 
a  number  of  citizens  of  Holt  county,  Missouri, 
asking  for  an  appropriation  for  the  improvement 
of  the  western  rivers;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  presented  a  remonstrance  from 
citizens  of  Mount  Pleasant,  Jefferson  county, 
Ohio,  against  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the 
United  Slates;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  HUGER  presented  a  memorial  from  Rob- 
ert Mills,  rcpreseniing  that  he  had  devised  a  plan 
by  which  greater  facility  was  offered  in  matting 
the  trigonometrical  surveys  of  the  United  States, 
and  asking  that  the  same  may  be  tested  by  the' 
proper  officers  of  the  United  states;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  PEARCE,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of 
Catherine  Gale;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table, 'and  be  printed. 

Mr.  FOSTER,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
reported  bock,  without  amendment,  and  with  a 
recommendation  that  they  do  pass,  the  following 
bills  from  the  House: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  B.  Folger; 

An  act  for  ihe  relief  of  Samuel  B.  Tuck;  and 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  George  M.  Jones. 

Mr.  SEVIER  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  was  read,  and  adopted: 

Resotretl,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  Ihe  expediency  of  cxlendinc  Ulc 
criminal  jnrisdicllon  of  Uie  United  Stales  district  ana  cir- 
cuit courts  for  the  district  of  Arkansas  over  the  Indian 
circuits  adjacent  to  the  State  of  Arkansas. 

Mr.  BAYARD  remarked  that  vorious  memo- 
rials and  resolutions  had  been  referred  to  the 
CommiHceon  Naval  Affairs  in  relation  to  making 
certain  improvements  in  the  harbor  of  Pcnsacola. 
That  committee  desired  some  additional  evidence 
in  relation  to  the  actual  condition  of  the  improve- 
ments there,  and  he  had  been  instructed  to  submit 
a  resolution,  and  ask  for  its  adoption  at  that 
time. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  adopted,  as  fol- 
lows: , 

Raolvtd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  directed  to 
communicate  to  the  Senate — I.  A  plan  for  Ihe  Improve- 
ment of  the  navy -yard  at  Pcnsacola,  with  a  detailed  esti- 
mate of  the  cost  of  such  improvement ;  and  the  order,  in 
pfilnl  of  time  and  usefulness,  in  wliieh  Ihe  allfcrcnt  parts 
of  the  Improvement  should  be  ctmducted.  2.  The  depth 
of  water  upon  ihe  bar  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbor,  and  the 
class  of  vessels  to  which  It  is  now  adnffted  ;  whether  K  be 
expedient  to  deepen  Ihe  entrance ;  and,'  If  so,  In  what 
manner  it  is  proposed  lo  be  done,  and  at  what  cosu 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BUCHANAN,  leave  was 
granted  to  withdraw  from  the  files  the  petition 
and  papers  of  Mrs.  Agnes  Slack. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ATCHISON,  leave  was 
granted  to  withdraw  from  the  files  the  memorial 
and  documents  of  the  widow  of  James  Milligan. 

ARMORT  AT  HASSAC. 
Mr.  SEMPLE,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to 
establish  an  armory  at  Massac,  in  the  State  of 
Illinois;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

BENJAMIN  R.  TINSLAR,   ETC. 
The  adverse  report  of  Ihe  standing  committees 
in  the  cases  of  Benjamin  R.  Tiiislar,  William  J. 
Moody,  and  William  &  J.  Howard,  were  taken 
up,  and  concurred  in. 

POSTAGE FRANKING  PRIVILEGE. 

The  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  reduce  the  rates  of 
postage,  to  limit  the  use  and  correct  the  abuse  of 
the  franking  privilege,  and  for  the  prevention  of 
frauds  on  the  Post  Office  Department,"  was  taken 
up  and  read  the  third  time;  and  the  question 
being,  "  Shall  the  bill  pass  ?" 

Mr.  BAGBY  said  it  was  not  his  intention  to 


revive  the  debate  upon  the  general  merits  of  the . 
bill.  His  (flily  object  in  rising  was  to  define  his 
own  position  in  regard  to  it.  The  bill  contained 
one  provision  for  which  he  had  been  instructed 
to  vote  by  the  Legislature  of  Alabama.  No  one 
admitted  more  fully  than  he  did  Ihe  right  of  in- 
struction in  its  utmost  plenitudt:.  And  it  he  found 
the  provision  for  which  he  had  been  instructed  to 
vote,  alone,  or  in  good  company,  it  would  not 
only  be  his  duty,  but  his  pleasure,  to  vote  for  it. 
But  this  was  not  the  case.  He  was  also  in  favor 
of  reducing  the  rales  of  postage;  and  equally  in 
favor  of  correcting  abuses  of  the  fionking  privi- 
lege, if  such  existed.  But  as  he  was  unconscious 
of  any  abuse  of  ihnt  privilege  himself,  he  was 
unwilling  to  impute  it  to  others.  The  franking 
privilege  was  a  matter  of  great  convenience  to 
the  people.  It  was  the  great  means  of  commu- 
nication between  them  and  their  public  servants. 
That  it  might  have  been  abused,  he  had  no  doubt. 
But  all  good  things  are  liable  to  abuse.  And  if 
we  abolish  everything  that  is  liable  to  be  abused 
in  the  use,  we  shall  have  but  little  left.  His  main 
objection  to  the  bill  was,  that  it  would  have  the 
eflect  of  making  the  Post  Office  Department — 
which  was  intended  to  be  a  convenience  and  a 
benefit  to  the  country — a  charge  upon  the  general 
Treasury,  and  consequently  a  burden  to  the  peo- 
ple. 

In  the  remarks  he  submitted,  it  was  not  his  in- 
tention to  detract,  in  the  slightest  degree,  from  the 
merit  of  ihe  exertions  of  the  Senator  at  the  head 
of  the  Post  Office  Committee.  On  the  contrary, 
he  accorded  to  that  Senator  great  credit  for  tne 
industry  he  had  exhibited  in  the  preparation  and 
arrangement  of  the  bill,  and  for  tne  zeal  and  per- 
severance with  which  he  had  defended  its  various 
provisions.  His  opposition  was  founded  upon 
the  thorough  conviction  that  it  would  be  injurious 
in  its  operation.  He  should  therefore  vote  against 
it. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  that  he  had  voted  against 
the  engrossment  of  the  bill  for  the  third  reading, 
and  he  wished  it  to  be  distinctly  understood  that 
he  had  so  voted  on  account  of  some  details  in  the 
bill  which  he  could  not  sanction,  and  because  the 
immediate  effect  of  the  bill  would  be,  according  to 
the  opinion  of  the  Postmaster  General,  to  throw 
the  Post  Office  Department,  to  a  considerable  ex- 
tent, on  the  Federal  Treasury  for  support.  He 
was  in  favor  of  reducing  postage;  in  favor  of  con- 
forming the  charges  to  the  denomination  of  our 
Federal  coin ;  anilin  favor  of  reforming  the  abuses 
of  the  franking  privilege.  In  other  respects,  he 
was  in  favor  of  the  general  object  of  the  bill;  and, 
if  this  bill  did  not  pass,  he  hoped  another  would 
be  brought  forward  to  accomplish  its  objects  with- 
out being  subject  to  its  objections. 

Mr.  MERklCK  said  he  thought  both  of  the 
honorable  gentlemen  were  mistaken  in  regard  to 
what  was  said  by  the  Posimaster  General.  He 
had  never  heard  any  declaration  of  that  gentleman 
to  the  purpose  of  which  they  spoke.  He  heard 
that  the  Postmaster  General  had  stated  that  if  the 
passage  of  the  bill  would  relieve  the  Department 
of  Ihe  expense  of  transporting  the  mail  on  rail- 
roads, which  now  amounted  lo  $450,000,  he  would 
not  object  to  it.  Now,  the  committee  deemed 
that  they  could  save  more  than  that  sum  by  this 
bill.  He  was  not  aware  that  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral had  made  any  communication  to  Congress  on 
this  subject.  That  he  was  opposed  to  the  bill  he 
was  aware ;  but  he  did'  not  know  of  any  such  dec- 
laration having  been  made  as  that  referred  lo  by 
the  Senator  from  Alabama  [Mr.  Bagbt]  and  the 
Senator  from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Benton,]  that  the 
passage  of  the  bill  would  throw  the  Department 
as  a  ge'neral  charge  upon  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  BAGBY  observed  that  he  did  not  speak  of 
any  public  communication  made  by  the  Postmas- 
ter General.  He  spoke  from  his  own  knowledge 
of  the  fact. 

Mr.  MERRICK  did  not  doubt  that  both  gen- 
tlemen meant  to  speak  correctly.  The  Senate 
had  heard  the  matter  discussed ;  and  the  advocates 
of  the  bill  were  perfectly  satisfied  that,  so  far  from 
having  the  effect  intimated  by  the  Postmaster 
General,  it  would  bo  the  only  effectual  means  of 
relieving  the  Treasury  from  the  burdens  imposed 
upon  it  by  the  existing  regulations.  It  was  known 
on  all  sides,  that  the  Post  Office  Department  must 
fail,  unless  relieved  from  its  present  embarrass-  : 
ments.  The  revenue  had  fallen  off  during  the  f 
last  vear  $230,000;  and  the  probability  was,  that .- 
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it  would  fall  off  during  the  prescnl  year  $500,000, 
unless  Congress  did  sompthing  to  relieve  ii.  This 
bill,  so  far  from  diminishing  ihe  revenue,  would 
be  the  means  of  augmencing  ii,  and  producing  an 
extension  of  the  mail  facilities  throughout  the 
country. 

Mr.  HANNEGANrcmarked  that  having,  with- 
in the  Inst  two  or  three  days,  had  a  conversation 
with  the  Postmaster  General,  in  relation  to  this 
bill,  it  might  not  ho.  improper  to  state  to  the  Sen- 
ate what  the  result  was.  The  communication 
made  to  him  was,  that  if  this  bill  became  a  law,  il 
would  throw  the  Post  Office  Department  on  the 
common  Treasury  for  not  less  than  $1,200,000  a 
year.  He  would  slate  now,  in  addition  to  what 
he  had  stated  heretofore,  that  since  the  animal 
reportofthe  PostmasterGeneral, communications 
had  been  received  from  Great  Britain,  showing 
that, during  the  year  past,  iheattcmpl  at  post  office 
reform  there  had  so  f«f  failed  as  to  throw  the  post 
office  department  upon  the  general  treasury  for  its 
support.  The  L\te  reportofthe  English  postmas- 
ter general  showed  how  far  below  the  expenses  of 
the  department  the  revenue  had  fallen^  He  asked, 
then,  what  was  to  be  the  result  of  the  passage  of 
this  bill  ■  He  asked  what  was  to  be  the  result  to 
some  of  the  Siateswhich  werenotalongthelineof 
the  public  thoroughfare?  The  inevitable  result 
was  to  be,  that  the  whole  West  and  South  west  were 
to  suffer, and  to  suffer  alone.  No  reduction  of  the 
facilities  occurring  along  the  line  of  the  railroads 
would  be  made.  All  the  facilitiesand  advantages 
were  to  be  derived  by  those  States  through  which 
railroads  and  canals  run,  and  all  the  disadvant- 
ages were  to  fall  upon  that  portion  of  the  country 
which  was  preeminently  entitled  to  the  protection 
of  the  Government,  if  any  portion  should  have 
it — resulting  from  a  general  dissemination  of  in- 
telligence. They  wlio  lived  remote  from  cities, 
when,  at  the  close  of  the  week,  after  their  labors, 
they  sat  down  to  look  for  all  the  information  that 
the/v  had  an  opporiunify  of  obtaining,  were  to 
suffer.  Upon  them  the  injury  would  fall.  It  was 
in  consequence  of  this  injustice  that  he  had  so 
urgently  protested  against  the  passage  of  this  bill. 
He  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  or- 
dered. 

The  qnegtiog  was  then  put,  and  the  bill  was 
passed  by  the  following  vote: 

VEAS— Messrif.  .\rcher,  Atherlon,  Bavanl,  Bnclianan, 
Clayton,  t'nttenden.  O.tyioii,  Fnirfifld,  F'rnnei.i,  Heiuter- 
Kon.  llinitiiigtoit,  Janiugin,  M.in^iMii,  .Merrick,  Penrce, 
r<irler,  Kives,  .Siiiuiiniii>,  Sturgeon,  L'pliaui,  While,  Wood- 
bridge,  and  Woodbury— '^3. 

NAVs — Mewr.*.  .Mien,  Atchison,  Hagby.  Barrow,  Ben- 
ton, Ureese,  Foiiter,  Fullun,  Hannegati,  Uuger,  Jutui^iOu, 
AlcDutfic,  Seniple,uiid  Sevier — 14. 

TUB  TARIFF. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  the  Senate 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  re- 
ported from  the  Committee  on  Finance  for  the  in- 
definite postponement  of  the  bill  introduced  by 
Mr  McDuFHE  for  the  reduction  of  the  rate  of 
duties  under  the  present  tariff,  to  the  standard  of 
the  compromise  act. 

Mr.  DAYTON  addressed  the  Senate  for  about 
two  hours.  He  remarked,  in  the  outset,  that  he 
was  one  of  those  who  believed  the  country  needed 
repose  in  relation  to  the  subject  how  under  con- 
sideration. He  said  he  had  looked  to  ihe  mani- 
fold benefits  which  had  resulted  from  that  benefi- 
cent measure — the  act  of  lHi'2;  and  the  more  he 
rcllected  upon  them  .the  moi-e  convinced  he  had 
become  that  il  had  been  the  salvation  of  the 
country.  It  was  an  act  greatly  misrepresented 
in  respect  to  its  effects  on  the  agricultural  inter- 
ests. It  was  his  conviction  that  no  indi^trlal 
class  in  the  community  had  derived  more  lasting 
benefits  from  it  than  the  agricultural  class. 

Mr.  D.  here  took  a  general  review  of  the  pro- 
tective system  from  the  year  1816  to  the  present 
day.  He  adverted  to  the  condition  of  the  country 
immediately  after  the  late  war,  with  a  view  of 
showing  that  the  Congress  of  1815-10,  under- 
standing fully  from  experience  the  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances which  had  rendered  it  a  national 
object  of  indispensable  necessity  to  guard  against 
the  recurrence  of  evils  which  had  pressed  ruin- 
ously on  American  industry,  legislated  with  the 
paramount  view  of  affording  the  most  permanent 
and  effective  protection  to  agriculture  by  securing 
protection  to  those  other  interests  which  sustain 
agriculture.  He  quoted  pass.'ijjes  fiom  the  mes- 
sage of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  who 


recommended  the  act  of  1816;  the  opinions  of  the 
then  ex-Piesideut;  speeches  of  Mr.  Calhoun, 
Mr.  Clay,  and  others,  both  in  1811)  and  1824,  to 
show  that  all  parties  concurred  in  the  piiticiple 
that  the  ultimate  object  of  the  protective  tariffs  of 
those  dales  was  the  protection  and  sustenance  of 
the  agricultural  interests. 

He  next  proceeded  to  argue,  that  although,  at 
the  present  moment,  the  South  may  think  the 
southern  States  aggrieved  by  the  operation  of 
protection,  yet  the  time  could  not  be  far  distant 
when  the  competition  of  new  and  fertile  lands 
must  drive  the  older  and  more  wornoul  southern 
States  10  divert  a  large  portion  of  their  capital  to 
othersourcesofproduclion  than  ihatofthegrowth 
of  cotton,  and  they  will  themselves  have  to  turn 
their  attention  to  mamifucturea.  They  would 
then  find  no  impediment  but  one  to  their  suc- 
cessful competition  with  the  mnnufncluiers  of 
the  North  and  East.  That  impediment  would 
be  found  in  the  want  of  equal  intelligence  in  their 
operatives;  but  that  was  on  objection  easily 
remedied  by  the  selection  or  admixture  of  the 
same  description  of  operatives  em|)loyed  by  the 
manufacturers  of  the  North  and  East. 

Reverting  to  the  historical  review  of  protection, 
Mr.  D.  quoted  various  statistical  tables  to  show 
that  the  duties  on  farming  products  imported  were 
not  altogether  nominal,  as  had  been  alleged  on 
the  other  side;  for,  in  several  instances,  notwith- 
standing the  high  imposts  on  foreign  grain,  large 
importations  of'wheat  had  been  made,  overriding 
the  duties,  and  competing  with  the  producers  of 
domestic  grain.  He  specified  the  imports  of  for- 
eign agricultural  products  in  1840,  wlt^l  a  view  of 
showing  that,  if  so  much  (even  though  small  in 
comparison  with  the  consumption  of  the  coun- 
try) came  in  under  what  might  be  considered  a 
high  duty,  had  the  duty  been  low  the  quantity 
imported,  it  might  be  expected,  would  have  been 
sufficiently  large  to  affect  injuriously  the  home 
agricultural  interests.  Hence  he  argued  that  the 
hTgh  protective  duties  of  the  act  of  1642,  in  favor 
of  home  agricultural  products,  were  practically 
beneficial  to  farmers  as  well  as  were  theduticson 
manufactures  beneficial  to  the  manufacturers. 

He  controverted  the  tables,  and  the  deductions 
from  them,  adduced  by  the  Senator  from  New 
Hampshire,  [Mr.  WooDBrRV,)  alleging  that  his 
position  was  fallacious,  which  assumed  that  the 
duties  of  the  act  of  1842,  in  reference  to  agricul- 
tural products,  were  just  as  much  a  humbug  as 
if  a  protective  duty  were  offered  to  the  Granite 
Stale,  prohibiting  the  import  of  ice  or  granite 
into  it. 

He  reviewed  the  tables  also  adduced  by  the 
Senator  from  Nejv  Hampshire  in  reference  to 
leather,  linseed  oil,  woolens,  corks,  rags,  paper, 
&c.,  for  the  purposeof  showing  that,  in  the  mode 
of  averaging  the  duties  on  these  articles,  the  Sen- 
ator, in  calculating  the  minimums,had  made  some 
mistakes,  which  would  havi;  been  avoided  had 
the  specific  articles  and  specific  duties  been  given. 
Mr.  D.  then,  took  up  the  subject  of  a  "  home 
market,"  and  reviewed  the  arguments  heretofore 
offered  in  debate  to  depreciate  the  value  of  that 
operation  of  the  protective  system.  He  consid- 
ered the  population  of  the  North  and  East  de- 
pendent upon  domestic  manufactures,  and  agri- 
culture sustained  by  them,  as  more  in  number 
than  the  population  of  the  South  supposed  to  be 
dependent  on  the  foreign  market  for  their  staple 
exports. 

He  entered  into  some  statistical  statements 
which  showed  that  the  two  Slates— New  Jersey 
and  Pennsylvania  —  which  had  received  most 
benefits  from  the  American  protective  system, 
\  proved  that  the  benefits  of  that  system  extended 
also  to  the  farming  interest;  for  the  census  cx- 
liibited  the  fact  that  Pennsylvania  yielded,  per 
capita,  the  largest  agricultural  product  in  the 
Union,  and  New  Jersey  the  next.  Hence  he  in- 
ferred that  the  ultimate  beneficiaries  of  the  Amer- 
ican system  are  the  agriculturists. 

Mr.  D.  next  adverted  to  the  opinions  of  Dr. 
Franklin,  as  quoted  by  the  Senator  from  New 
Hampshire.  He  dwelt  particularly  on  the  passage 
in  which  Dr.  Franklin  speaks  ns  follows: 

'•Groat  establislnnenls  of  niannfaclure  require  (treat 
nunibrrn  of  poor  lo  do  llic  worii  lor  small  wages ;  lliosc 
poor  arc  lo  be  found  in  Europcr,  but  will  not  be  found  In 
America  till  the  lands  are  all  taken  up  and  cultivated,  and 
tlie  excess  of  people  who  cannot  gel  land  want  employ- 
ment. The  manufacture  of  silk,  tiiey  say,  Is  as  natural  in 
Frauce  lu  tlial  of  cloth  in  England,  because  each  country 


Kroduces  in  plenty  the  first  material ;  but  if  England  win 
ave  a  manufacltire  of  silk  as  well  ns  that  of  rlotti,aMl 
France  of  clolli  as  well  an  ihat  of  silk,  llioe  unnataral 
operations  mu-«t  be  supporled  by  mutual  prehibitlnni,  or 
lligh  dtllies  up<ui  the  importation  of  each  oihrr*.*  gondt; 
t»y  which  means  llic  worktnen  are  enabled  to  tax  the  borne 
consumer  by  greater  prices,  while  the  tiisher  wa^rs  tbfy 
reeeive  makes  them  neitlier  liappier  nor  richer,  since  llity 
only  drink  more  and  work  less.  Therefore,  the  govern- 
ments in  America  do  nothing  to  encourage  such  projects." 

He  had  felt  it  to  be  something  extraordinary 
that  a  Senator  of  the  United  States,  and  particu- 
larly from  New  England,  could  have  indorsed 
that  seiiliment. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  said  if  the.  Renlleman  would 
indulge  him  a  moment,  he  would  observe  that  the 
quotation  just  read  had  again  and  again  beenslAUd 
to  be  liis  language.  He  had  neither  utilert'd  nor 
intended  to  adopt  it.  The  quotation  had  lieen  made 
to  show  that  those  who  had  represented  Dr. 
Franklin  to  have  been  favoiable  lo  a  high  latilf 
were  in  error.  And  to  prove  thisFraiikhii'swrii- 
ings  were  read,  which  had  been  cunipilcd— not 
lately  nor  as  to  Americans,  but  many  years  ajo, 
and  in  relation  to  the  operation  of  the  system  for- 
merly in  Europe.  Mr.  W.  disclaimed  ever  luring 
said  or  thought  anything  of  the  kind  imputed  to 
him,  as  to  labor. 

Mr.  DAYTON  was  glad  to  find  that  the  Sena- 
tor from  New  Hampshire  disclaimed  the  Ksli- 
menl  and  conclusion  quoted  from  Dr.  Ftanldio. 
He  offered  some  reasons  apologetic  for  those  who 
had  inferred,  from  the  context  of  the  Senator's 
speech,  that  he  had  quoted  Or,  Franklin  approv- 
ingly; and  then  continued   his  remarks,  in  the 
course  of  which  he  entered  into  a  historical  skeuii 
of  the  legislation  of  England  for  the  last  six  or 
eight  centuries  in  relation  to  the  wages  of  liibor, 
and  cited  the  various  acta  of  Parliament  passed 
during  the  reigns  of  several  monarchsforlnerej- 
ulatmn  of  labor;  with  a  view  of  showing  that  the 
condition  of  agricultural  laborers  was  wretched 
in  the  extreme  until  manufactui-es  were  developed 
over  the  couniry,and  produced  a  middle  class  be- 
tween the  feudal  lords  and  thei  r  debased  serfs,  to 
which  middle  class  the  great  iniprovemeiits  in  Its 
mass  of  society  in  Great  Britain  were  due.    Hence 
he  deduced  that,  without  the  encouragement  sod 
advances  of  manufactures  in  England,  the  condi- 
tion of  her  population  never  would  have  been  ele- 
vated to  the  prei!inincnce  which  it  subsequently 
attained.     Although  pauperism  was  to  be  foaod  j 
there  yet,  and  a  poor-house  system  was  necessary, 
the  contrast  between  the  condition  of  Englsod 
and  the  English  people  collectively,  now,  aiidst 
the  period  when  the  kingdonn  was  purely  agri- 
cultural, showed  the  value  and  tendencies  of  di«  J 
activity  of  manufactures.     The  effects  were  notj 
merely  physical;  they  extended  to  the  inlellrtt.1 
Intelligence  and  civilization  were  the  handmaidl  j 
of  commerce  and  manufactures.     Wherever  the 
latter  had  been  encouraged  and  fostered,  the  for- 
mer made  the  most  rapid  advances.    To  eoa,''''. 
this  country  lo  reach  the  high  destinies  awaitinjl 
it,  he  considered  it  indispensably  necessary  tol 
continue  the  American  system,  and  allow  it  If^ 
produce  those  great  national  results  of  wbieh  i 
had  already  given  such  flattering  promise. 
Mr.  D.  having  concluded. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  the  resolution  WM_ 
laid  on  the  table  for  the  present. 

■      KXECUTIVK  SESSION. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  the  Sen- 
ate proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  Eiecauw_ 
business;   and,  after   some   lime  spent  ihetwn 
adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
MoNDAT,. *priJ  29,  1844. 

The  Journal  having  been  read, 

Mr.  WELLER,  by  unanimous  consent,  pre-'^ 
senied  the  proceedings  of  a  convention  ofdelegalM  < 
from  the  fourth,  fifth,  and  sixth  wards  of  the  ciiy 
of  W'ashington,  containing  a  plan  for  a  charter  o" 
said  city;  which  were  referred  to  the  CoraniillW 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 
FLOIUDA  INDIANS. 

Mr.  LEVY,  by  genei-nl  consent,  offered  *»1 
following  resolution;  which  was  considered  an* 
agreed  to: 

Retailed,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  '"l"f'"*'?| 

furnish  to  this  House  copies  of  all  corre»pondenc«  a 

tiio  Department,  or  any  of  its  bureaus,  with  tae  cior 
lag  ulliecra  in  Florida  since  tlic  1st  of  Novon* 
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rKpeclins  the  Indians  reiniilniii;  In  Raid  Territory,  and  tllu 
urd^rs  wliicli  have  bei-n  given  \n  taid  iilficfr  wlUi  re^^pccl 
\a  the  renuival  ol'said  Indians  from  ihnl  TtT.-itory, or  their 
continiinnce  in  il:  lo;ell)cr  Willi  all  It-lters  from  nriy  clli- 
zt»ns  of  Florida  wlilfli  mayliavii  been  addressed  to  Uu-  De- 
iiartnienl,  or  referred  to  it,  res|HM:ilng  Uie  "ro|u'r  poiiey  to 
be  adopted  wilt)  &AiA  Indiana;  and  that  li-  .Ia<i  iratisniit  to 
tills  House  copipn  oi'  whatever  inlonnalion  may  hav."  lieen 
received  ut  the  Departinetit  re^peetiiijE  ttie  reeenl  Indian 
aggrea.siuns  and  murder  In  West  Florida. 

CALL  FOK  INFORMATION. 

Mr.  LEWIS  olFi  rod  the  fullowiiig  re.inluiioti: 

tletoircd.  Til  U  the  Pri'sident  of  the  l.'iiiled  Stales  be 
requested  to  eotiiniiinicat;'  lo  lllls  House  copies  of  suell 
portions  oi  the  corresiKiiuli'iiee,  public  or  private,  in  tJie 
years  16IG,  1817,  I81ri,  IH19,  and  1823,  between  our  iiilnis- 
lers  at  the  courl  of  Madrid  and  llie  D.-parinienl  o(  Slat'-, 
betwei^n  those  iniiiisters  and  the  Spanish  Seeretaries  of 
State,  and  betvvec>n  the  Uepartiiient  ol' Stale  and  the  Span- 
islr  Hiijllsters  aceredited  lo  this  Govcrninent,  and  which 
correspondence  may  not  have  been  lillherioeoninninieated 
to  cither  House  oi'  Congress,  and  publislied  under  tile 
mutliority  of  either. 

Mr.  J.  BRINKERHOFP  ol.jcc.1ed. 

Mr.  LEWIS  moved  u  SLispi.nsion  of  the  rulea. 

The  question  being  tnken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resulted — yeas  119,  iinys  23;  as  follows: 

YK.VS— Messrs.  .Vsbe,  .Adams,  .Atkinson,  Darrinzcr,  Bar- 
nard, Denton,  Ridlack,  Jnjnes  Dlack,  James  A^  iUaek, 
Dowlin,  Uoyd,  Brodhcad,  William  J.  Itniwii,  Durkc, Cald- 
well, lli'uben  Chapman,  .Ausurilus  .A.  Chapman.  Chappell, 
t'hiltori,  Cllnffinan,  ('olcs,  (.'niss.  Culloui,  Daniel,  Garrett  \ 
Oavis,  Kicliard  D.  D.ivls,  John  U  .  Davis,  Deberry,  Diekey, 
Jjicklnson,  i>roni<*(Hile,  Duncan.  Duiilap,  Rills,  Farlee, 
Flcklln,  Florence,  Font,  French,  Glddlnss.  Willis  Green, 
iiyraui  Gfceii,  Griiinell,  Hale,  Hanlin,  Harper,  Itenliry, 
Herriek,  Holmes,  Hose.  Hopkins,  Houston,  Hudsim,  Joseph 
U.  In^ersoll,  Irvin,  Jeriks,  t^nve  Johnson,  I'erley  U.  John- 
son, Andrew  Kennedy,  Daniel  P.  Kliis,  Klrkpalrick,  La- 
bninche,  Leonard,  Lewis,  Lucas,  Mct;ielland,  AleConnr'U, 
McDowell,  Mcllvane,  F.dward  J.  Morris,  Murphy,  Nes, 
Norrls,  t;)wen.  Peyton,  Pollock,  Kllstia  K.  Poller,  Emery 
J).  Potter,  Pratt,  Preston,  Ramsey,  David  S.  Iteiil,  Hitter, 
Uuberls,  Uoblnt-on,  Kot;ers,  Kussell,  Saunders,  Selienek, 
Seiitcr, Thomas  U.  Seymour,  David  L.  .Seymour,  Simpson, 
tslidell,  Albert  Sliillll,  John  T.  Smith,  Thomas  Smith.  Ca- 
leb It.  Smith,  Kobert  Smith,  Steeiirod,  Stephens,  Andrew 
Hlcwart,  Stiles,  Stone,  >>tron;,  Sniiimet>t,Tlioinpsoii,  Tlb- 
batls,  \'anee,  Vanmiler,  Vinton,  Weller,  U'enlworth, 
Wlieaion,  White,  Winthrop,  Wooiiward,  William  Wright, 
Joseph  A.  Wright,  and  Vosl— Mil. 

NAVS— .Mes>rs.  Abbot,  llak.r.  llrengle,  Jacob  nrlnkcr- 
liott',  .\filtoii  Urown,  Jeremiah  Uttiwn,  lluthiiglon,  Clinton, 
Craiislon,  Dean,  Grider,  Hainlin,  Hiingerloid,  Wa-hliiyton 
flunl,  James  II.  Hum,  Preston  Kinii,  Mnrsli,  .Mathews, 
McCautsen,  Moseley,  llcding,  Uuckwell,  'i'llden,  and  Ty- 
ler—iJ. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  moved  the  previous 
question  on  tlie  resolution. 

Mr.  AOA.VIS  a.sked  the  gentleman  to  withdraw 
his  motion,  to  enable  him  to  oli'er  ananiendnieni, 
striking  out  the  jiroviso  ut  lite  end  of  the  resolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  withdrew  the  motion 
on  condition  that  the  gentleman  would  renew  it 
after  olToring  hisainciidinent. 

Mr.  AIJA.MS  oll'ered  his  amendment  striking 
out  the  proviso. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  amendment  was  not 
in  order,  without  the  consent  of  the  gentleman 
who  offered  the  resolution. 

Mr.  LEWIS  said  that  a  call  on  the  Executive 
for  inforinuliift),  wiihoiit  the  proviso  in  the  reso- 
lution, was  allogeiherunusuul, otherwise  he  would 
accept  il  with  pleasure. 

Mr.  ADAMS  .said  there  had  teen  numerous 
cases  where  resolutions  calling  for  intornmtion 
had  been  adopted  without  the  provi.so. 

Mr.  LEWIS  then  accepted  the  aioendmcnt  as 
a  modification,  presuming  that  the  President 
would  have  no  dilficuliy  in  answering  the  call. 

The  previous  question  being  then  seconded  by 
the  House,  under  its  operation  the  resolution  was 
passed. 

Mr.  HARPER  asked  the  gene.-al  consent  of 
the  House  to  make  a  report  from  the  Coinniiitec 
on  Patents. 

Objections  being  made, 

Mr.  HARPER  moved  to  suspend  the  rules; 
but  there  being  only  sixty-five  {;enilenien  voting 
in  the  aflirinaiive,  the  question  was  decided  lo  be 
lost. 

THE  TARIFF. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  NORRIS,  the  House  re- 
solved itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
thesiatcof  the  Union, (iMr.  Hopkins  in  thechair,) 
and  resumed  the  coiiaideralion  of  the  bill  to 
amend  and'  modify  the  act  of  1842,  imposing  | 
duties  on  inipoits.         • 

Mr.  WELLER,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor 
from  Saturday  last,  proceeded  to  address  the  com-* 
inittee  in  favor  of  the  bill.    After  some  prefatory 


remarks  on  the  importance  of  the  question,  es- 
pecially lo  that  portionof  the  country  from  which 
he  comes,  he  snid  some  gentlemen  on  that  floor 
have  demnnded  protection  for  particular  iiiteresis; 
but  against  what,  he  inquired,  was  ihis  prolec- 
lion  to  be  given.'  Was  it  against  fraud,  or  against 
violence,  or  oppression?  No;  it  wnsngainsilow 
prices,  or,  as  gentlemen  sometimes  expressc  d  it, 
against  the  cheap  pauper  labor  of  England  and 
other  foreign  couniries.  Cut  how  was  this  pro- 
tection to  be  afforded  .'  There  was  no  way  but 
lo  increase  the  dulics  on  imports,  and  thus  in- 
crease the  price  of  manufactures  by  giving  the 
inanufactururs  the  control  of  the  home  market. 
Dot  by  doing  this,  they  would  increase  llic  price 
of  manufactured  articles  lo  the  consumer,  while 
lliey  diminished  the  revenue  raised  for  the  neces- 
sary expenses  of  Governmeni.  There  must  be 
jji20,O00,l)0O  raised  for  ihal  purpose,  cither  by  di- 
rect taxation  or  by  imposts  on  foreign  goods;  and 
if  there  were  five  classes  of  articles  on  which  the 
J20,000,000  were  to  be  raised,  that  would  leave 
$4,000,000  to  be  raised  by  each.  Suppose  woolen 
goods  to  be  one  class,  and  the  woolen  nianufac- 
lurers  called  for  the  protection  of  that  article, and 
to  accomplish  thai  object  such  a  duty  was  im- 
posed as  had  the  effect  of  lessening  the  importa- 
tion of  woolen  goods  into  this  country:  was  not 
the  revenue  of  the  country  thereby  diminished? 
And  if  the  $4,000,000  to  be  raised  by  the  iniport- 
alion  of  woolen  goods  should  be  reduced  one  half, 
did  it  not  follow,  as  a  neces-sury  con.-serjiieiici'.ihal 
the  Government  must  levy  J2, 000, 000  more'  on 
the  other  taxable  articles,  the  injustice  and  folly 
of  which  were  plain  and  palpable? 

Hut  it  was  said  that  protection  now  would  en- 
able our  manufacturers  lo  compete  with  those  of 
foreign  countries,  and  would  lead  lo  a  reduction 
of  the  article  protected  10  the  consumer.  With 
the  avenge  rue  of  protection  Jjy  ihis  bill — to 
which  must  be  added  the  rate  of  insurance  and 
other  expenditures — there  was  a  protection  of 
forly-five  or  fifty  per  cent,  forllie  manufacturers: 
and  was  not  that  antlicient?  But  had  they  made 
the  progress  that  was  promised?  In  1790  the 
average  rate  of  duties  was  seven  and  a  half  per 
cent.;  and,  with  that  protection,  it  was  represented 
that  ihey  would  soon  be  enabled  lo  get  along  very 
well;  but  what  wns  the  fact?  In  181G  thenveragc 
rate  of  duty  was  twenty-five  per  cent.;  in  lti24ii 
was  thirty  three  and  a  half;  and  in  1842  they  got 
along  with  the  very  moderate  average  rate  of 
duties  of  forty  per  cent.  In  a  period  of  fifty 
years,  they  had  thus  progressed  from  seven  and 
a  half  to  forty;  and  now  long,  then,  he  would 
ask,  would  ii  take  lo  bring  them  to  the  promised 
reductions?  He  next  proceeded  to  show  the 
increased  rate  of  duties  on  particular  articles  at 
various  periods  up  to  the  present  tunc,  and  then 
gave  statistical  statements  of  cxporlsnnd  imports 
lo  show  that  our  i^portF — which  he  assumed 
as  evidi.'iice  of  prosperity — were  greater  under 
a  low  than  iinijer  a  high  luriff.  During  the 
period  from  the  year  1829  to  1832,  our  exports 
were  $239,600,000;  but  from  1838  to  1841,  a 
period  when  we  h.id  a  low  tariff,  our  exports 
were  §420, 000,000  of  domestic  goods;  being 
$180,000,000  more  for  the  .same  period  of  four 
years,  under  a  low  than  under  a  liigli  tariff.  For 
ihe  period  from  1834  to  1837,  inclusive,  (the  four 
years  of  the  compromise  law,)  this  country  im- 
ported $007,000,000  worth  of  goods,  and  during 
the  same  period  exported  $542,000,000  worth  of 
domestic  produce — being  an  excess  of  imporls  of 
$65,000,(M)0.  From  1838  to  1841,  (being  four  years 
of  a  low  Uriff,)  our  imports  were  $.'510,000,000, 
and  our  exports  $530,000,000,  or  $20,000,000  of 
excess  of  exports  over  iini>orIs. 

He  also  adduced  other  statistical  proofs  of  the 
position  which  he  as.sumed,  and  then  proceeded 
lo  notice  the  accu.satioii  which  had  been  made  by 
gentlemen  in  opposition,  that  the  advocates  of  this 
bill  were  the  advocates  and  friends  of  British  in- 
terests. He  noticed  the  lenderiieiis  which  those 
gentlemen  themselves  manifested  towards  Great 
Britain  when  some  gentlemen  on  litis  floor,  some 
weeks  ago,  contended  for  the  termination  of  the 
joint  occupancy  of  Oregon,  and  added  that  he 
had  no  altachment  to  Great  Britain  or  her  institu- 
tions. He  recollected  that  that  Government  had 
attempted  to  perpetuate  the  yoke  on  the  necks  of 
our  revolutionary  fathers,  nor  could  he  forget  her 
subsequent  outrages  on  our  rights.  He  had,  there- 
fore, no  atiackmcnt  for  her;  and  he  desired  to  8c« 


our  flag  planted  on  the  Columbia  river,  and  all 

British  authority  there  extirpated.  Il  now,  how- 
ever, suited  the  tactics  of  tlie  pai  y  opposed  to 
him  10  seek  to  drive  this  Government  lo  impose 
high  protective  tariffs  lo  operate  againsl  "  the 
patipiT  labor  of  England."  13111  whence  did  those 
gentlemen  derive  their  prnleclive  system  ?  No 
Government  on  llie  face  of  the  earth  had  carried 
this  protective  system  to  a  greater  extent  ihan 
Great  Britain;  and  what  effect  did  il  produce  on 
the  laboring  people  ?  Mi.sery  and  slarvation;  dis- 
tressing accounts  of  which  w^re  continually  com- 
ing over  lo  US.  And  why  was  this  when  we,  who 
were  but  sixteen  or  eighteen  days' sail  from  Eng- 
land, produci'd  so  much  more  ihan  we  can  con- 
sume of  the  fniils  of  the  earth? 

In  Great  Britain,  the  whole  of  the  real  estate 
was  ill  the  hands  of  about  thirty-five  or  forty 
ihousaMd  peojile;  and  in  order  lo  give  them  pro- 
tection, the  Governmeni  has  im[>osed  a  duty  on 
breadstiiffs  so  high  as  to  amount  lo  a  prohibition 
of  their  importalion  under  ihe  operaiion  of  the 
corn  laws.  The  titled  aristocracy  of  Great  Britian, 
who  principally  own  all  the  hinds,  have  become 
wcallhy  and  powerful;  but  hns  not  that  wealth 
been  extorted  from  the  mass  of  the  working  men 
of  the  country?  The  geiitleiiuin  lold  the  llouse 
that  there  was  to  be  no  humbug  here.  Now,  if 
this  charge  which  the  gentli.-man  made  of  llie 
Democratic  party  being  under  British  influence 
was  not  a  humbug,  he  did  not  know  what  one 
was.  A  few  d;iys  ago,  thi-y  were  told  that  the 
people  could  be  gulled  and  deceived  no  longer. 
He  had  hopes  that  the  canvass  this  fall  was  to  be 
conducted  on  no  other  principles  than  appeals  to 
sober  reason;  but  hire  was  a  charge  made  from 
that  qnnrler  of  the  Mouse  wliicli  has  always  been 
termed  a  British  parly,  and  who  have  invariably 
sided  with  Enghiiid,  that  the  Democratic  party 
was  under  British  influence.  Bullet  usexamine 
the  argument  of  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side. 
They  say  that  Great  Britain  will  not  admit  the 
importation  of  our  agricultural  products,  and  ihat 
the  Demrtcralic  parly,  notwithstanding,  are  for 
admitling  her  manufactures  at  a  low  rate  of  duty, 
and  in  this  way  reduce  this  country  to  a  slate  of 
colonial  de])einJence.  In  reply  to  this,  one  single 
fact  was  worth  a  dozen  arguments.  How  stood 
our  trade  with  Eiiiiland? 

Now,  it  was  shown  by  the  public  documents 
that,  from  the  year  1828  to  1837,  a  period  of  high 
duties,  we  exported  to  Great  Bnlain  and  her  pos- 
sessions $160,000,000  worth  of  our  products,  and 
imiiorled  from  that  country  $180,000,000  worth 
of  her  manufactures.  Fnun  1837  lo  1841,  when 
the  tariff  had  been  brought  down  by  the  compro- 
mise act,  we  exported  to  Great  Britain  and  her 
possessions  $48,000,000  worth  of  our  products 
more  than  we  imported.  This  was  during  a  pe- 
riod when  then*  was  no  high  tariff.  In  the  jxiriod 
of  a  high  tariff,  (lt-34  lo  1837,)  we  imporled 
$20,000,000  more  than  we  exported.  And  yet 
gentlemen  lold  us  that  Great  Britain  would  buy 
nothing  from  us.  In  1842  the  whole  amount  of 
flour  exported  abroad  was  $7,000,000,  and  of  this 
more  than  one  half  was  cairied  to  England.  Of 
pork,  beef,  live  stock, &e.,  the  whole  nmount  ex- 
ported was  two  million  and  some  odd  thousand 
dollars,  and  England  alone  took  $1,250,000  of  il. 
So  much  for  the  nrgninent  that  England  would 
not  take  our  agricultural  products.  But  they 
were  told  that  it  was  necessary  to  build  up  a  home 
market  for  our  breadsluffs,  a|id  that  the  way  lo 
do  so  was  lo  protect  American  mnnnfnctures. 
The  gentlemen  who  were  in  favor  of  protecting 
manulactiires  by  ihe  imposition  of  duties  on  im- 
ports endeavored  to  persuade  those  who  repre- 
sented the  BgriciiltiirnI  interest  thai  it  was  for  their 
interest  lo  .stand  still  and  be  laxed,  on  ihe  ground 
that  they  were  going  to  fuinieh  a  home  market 
for  the  products  of  their  agriculture. 

It  was  worth  while  to  look  at  the  number  of 
persons  employed  in  manufactures,  as  compared 
with  the  rest  of  the  population  of  the  United 
States,  to  ascertain  to  what  extent  a  home  mar- 
ket had  been  afforded  by  the  operation  of  the 
high  tariff  system.  Mr.  W.  here  read  from  the 
tables  in  the  census  a  staiemettl  showing  the  num- 
ber of  person.s  engaged  in  the  different  branches 
of  manufaclure,  i'roni  which  he  made  out  the 
whole  number  engaged,  in  manufactures  of  all 
kinds  to  be  179.685  persons.  The  very  state- 
ment of  the  number  was  sullicient  lo  show  the 
absurdity  of  supposing  that  the  manufacturers 
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could  consume  the  surplus  agricultural  products 
of  ilie  country. 

Now,  if  it  would  take  fifty  years  to  produce 
manufacturers  enough  to  consume  ns  much  food 
Bs  119,685  persons  would  require,  how  long  would 
it  be  before  there  would  be  niHUufacturers  enough 
lo  consume  the  balance  of  these  Surplus  agricul- 
tural products.  The  most  strenuous  opposition 
■  to  the  bill  before  the  committee  was  from  the 
members  from  those  States  interested  in  the  trade 
in  coal  and  iron.  How  many  persons  were  there 
in  Pennsylvania  interested  in  the  iron  and  coal 
trade,  and  the  business  of  hardware  and  cutlery.' 
The  tables  slated  the  number  to  be  17,067  per- 
sons, while  the  population  of  the  Stale  of  Penn- 
sylvania was  1,700,000;  and  here  it  was  proposed  i 
that  this  1,700,000  of  population  should  stand 
still  and  be  taxed  for  the  benefit  of  these  17,067 
persons  engaged  in  manufactures,  and  who  were 
to  furnish  the  home  market  for  the  agricultural 
products  of  the  State.  Why,  he  could  show  that 
the  county  he  lived  in  alone  could  feed  the  whole 
of  the  manufaelurers  in  Pennsylvania. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  Wethered,  who  h.nd  read  an 
extract  from  a  message  of  Mr.  JelTerson  in  favor 
of  protecting  manufactures,  Mr.  W.  said  that  this 
message  was  written  in  1802,  in  the  infancy  of 
the  Government,  before  Mr.  Jefferson  had  time 
to  see  the  operation  of  the  system;  but  he  would 
read,  for  the  gentleman's  edification,  another  ex- 
tract from  the  writings  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  written 
nt  a  later  p('riod,  when  experience  had  shown  the 
evil  effects  of  the  system.  Mr.  W.  then  read 
some  extracts  from  Mr.  Jefferson's  works,  in 
which  lie  spoke  of  the  system  of  protection  to  one 
portion  of  the  industry  of  the  country  at  the  ex- 
pense of  another,  in  terms  of  the  severest  repro- 
oation,  and  denounced  it  as  a  system  which  went 
to  enrich  the  manufacturer  at  the  expense  of  the 
plundered  plowman  and  beggared  yeomanry  of 
the  country.  Mr.  W.  then  went  on  to  show  the 
effects  of  a  high  tariff' on  the  prices  of  produce. 

From  1828  to  1837,  a  period  of  high  duties,  the 
average  price  of  flour  in  the  Pliilndi'Iphia  market 
was  $4  60  per  barrel;  but  from  1837  to  1H4I,  a 
period  of  low  duties,  the  average  price  of  flour  in 
the  same  market  was  $5  37  per  barrel.  Air.  W. 
showed, also,  the  same  results  as  to  the  prices  of 
wheat  and  corn,and  pork  and  beef,  in  Ohio.  Now, 
with  all  this  evidence  before  him,  he  was  asked, 
as  a  Repreaiiiialive  from  an  agricultural  Stale,  to 
tax  his  consiiiuenis,  with  the  fallacious  idea  of 
building  up  a  home  market  for  the  products  of 
their  industry.  Mr.  W.  then  went  on  to  show 
the  enormous  profits  of  the  manufacturers — over 
twenty  per  cent.;  and  contrasted  them  with  the 
diminished  profils  of  agriculture — not  amounting 
to  four  per  cent.  Notwithstanding  which  agri- 
culture, which  was  the  most  depressed  interest, 
was  to  be  taxed  in  order  to  foster  and  cherish 
rnaiiufactures,  which  was  the  most  prosperous 
interest. 

Mr.  RAMSEY  next  addressed  the  committee, 
in  opposition  to  the  bill.  He  spoke  mainly  of  the 
iron  interests  in  Pennsylvania,  the  ca|iital  invested 
therein,  the  number  of  persons  to  whom  it  gave 
employment,  and  the  importance  of  that  pursuit 
and  manufacture  not  only  to  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, but  to  all  the  other  Statesof  the  Union. 
He  entered  into  a  long  argument  in  favor  of  pro- 
tection, and  against  disturbing  the  system,  which 
lie  contended  worked  advantageously. 

Mr.  COLL,A.MEIl  (who  is  a  member  of  the 
Committeeon  Manufactuies)limited  hisargument 
to  the  article  of  wool,  an  article  largely  produced  in 
ill  his  own  State  of  Vermont.  He  entered  into  a 
history  of  its  culture  originally  in  Spain, and  after- 
wards in  the  United  Stales,  whither  the  sheep  were 
transported;  and  noticed  ihc  influence  our  climate 
had  on  that  article  of  our  produce;  and  then  ar- 
gued that,  to  permit  the  importation  of  foreign 
manufactured  woolens  at  low  duties,  would  be 
the  deslruction  of  that  interest  in  Vermont  and 
olher  States. 

Mr.  LEONARD  discussed  ihe  operation  of  the 
tariff  laws  on  the  interesis  of  his  constituents, 
Ih.-oiigh  his  hour,  going  through  many  statistical 
facts  and  reasoning3*thereon,~lo  show  the  inju- 
rious tendency  of  high  tarifls. 

Mr.  MclLVAINE  observed  th.at,  in  consider- 
ing this  subject,  the  first  inquiry  lliat  presented 
iiselt  was,  where  was  the  necessity  for  making 
any  change  in  the  existing  laws  imposing  duties 
on  imports?    The  message  of  the  President,  and 


the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  did 
not  show  that  any  alteration  was  demanded  by 
the  stiitc  of  the  revenue.  On  the  contrary,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  said  that  he  had  not 
been  able,  as  yet,  to  leurn  enough  of  the  practical 
operation  of  the  last  revenue  law  to  form  any 
opinion  on  the  subject.  No  change  had  been 
asked  for  by  the  people.  After  having  been  here 
for  five  months,  not  a  single  pitition  had  been 
received  for  a  reduction  of  the  duties,  while,  on 
the  other  hand,  they  had  reeived  several  remon- 
strances against  interfering  in  any  way  with  the 
existing  laws. 

As  a  revenue  measure,  the  t.iriff  of  1842  had 
been  found  to  work  well,  and  to  produce  a  sutfi- 
ciency  of  revenue  for  the  purposes  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. If  this  act,  then,  was  suflicient  for 
revenue  purposes,  then  the  only  objection  that 
could  be  raised  against  it  was,  that  it  was  a  pro- 
tective tariir.  Of  the  policy  of  protecting  the 
manufactures  of  the  country,  every  President, 
from  General  Washington  down,  had  been  in 
favor  of  it;  and  as  to  the  results  of  such  a  policy 
on  the  business  of  the  country,  the  experience  of 
the  last  year  had  shown  that  it  was  most  favora- 
ble. Prosperity  had  again  visited  every  part  of 
the  country  in  consequence  of  the  workings  of 
the  system.  Comim^rce  and  agriculture  were 
flourishing  as  well  as  manufactures;  and  this  was 
in  consequence  of  the  protection  afforded  by  the 
act  of  1842.  The  cotton  of  South  Carolina,  and 
the  sugar  of  Louisiana,  had  been  benefited  equally 
with  the  manufactures  of  the  North. 

Mr.  McI.  went  into  an  examination  of  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and 
contended,  in  opposition  to  it,  that  agriculture 
was  best  encouraged  by  protecting  manufactures, 
and  in  this  way  a  home  market  would  be  built 
up  for  the  products  of  agriculture.  He  next  went 
into  the  ell'ects  of  a  protective  tariff  on  prices,  and 
gave  the  present  and  former  prices  of  a  number 
of  articles,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  a 
protective  tariff  had  reduced  prices.  He  took  a 
view  of  the  state  of  the  different  branches  of  man- 
ufactures in  the  Slate  he  represented,  (Pennsyl- 
vania,) described  their  pres<!iit  flourishing  condi- 
tion, and  adverted  to  the  state  of  depression  they 
would  be  reduced  to  by  a  repeal  of  the  protection 
under  which  they  had  grown  up.  Mr.  McI. 
continued  his  remarks  in  fivor  of  the  protective 
system  up  lo  the  expiration  of  his  hour. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  New  York,  obtained  the  floor, 
but  gave  way  to 

Mr.  MORRIS,  of  Pennsylvania,  who  moved 
that  the  committee  rise. 

On  taking  the  question,  there  were — ayes  24, 
noes  36. 

No  quorum  voting,  the  committee  rose,  and  re- 
ported that  fact  lo  the  House. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  moved  a  call  of  the  House. 

Mr.  DICKEY  moved  that  the  House  adjourn. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  being  ordered, 

Mr.  DICKEY  withdrew  his  motion.' 

Mr.  REDING  moved  that  the  House  again  re- 
solve itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  ADAMS  objected  to  doing  any  business 
without  a  quorum. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  moved  a  call  of  the  House; 
upon  which  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  being 
ordered, 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  that  the  House  adjourn. 

Mr.  BURKE  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays? 
which  being  ordered,  the  question  was  taken;  and 
resulted — yeas  46,  nays  50. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

The  question,  "Shall  there  be  a  call  of  the 
House?  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and 
resulted — yeas  40,  nays  61. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

Tlie  ffillowlne  petitions,  pregcriled  to-d.ny,  were  handed 
to  liie  reporters  liy  the  iiieinbert^  preseiitina  theni: 

By  Mr.  VVKItiliT,  oC  Indiana:  'I'Iil'  pelitioii  of  Joseph 
O.  Jones  and  two  hundred  and  six  otlierjs,  citizenx  ol'  Vigo 
cotinly,  lndian.1,  asking  for  un  uppropriiitlon  of  lands  fn 
Indiana  and*lliinoiK,  of  ttie  vaeiint  lands  In  Vincenacs, 
f^ltnwiteetitwn,  and  Palestine  land  distrie^s,  for  ttie  iiiirpose 
ol'  aiding  in  the  iniprovenientx  ol'  the  rapids  of  the  Waliasl) 
river,  and  for  the  purpose  ol*  improving  said  river  gener- 
ally; which  was  relerred  to  the  Cominillee  of  llie  Whole 
un  the  state  of  Uic  Union,  wlicro  a  bill  i>«  pending  for  said 
iinprovuinents. 

Also,  tlie  petition  of  John  G.  Floyd,  and  two  huntlred 
and  I'orty-thn^e  others,  ciliKen.)  of  Vigo  county,  Indiana, 
setting  forth  that  the  Cumberland  road  is  in  a  stale  of  di- 
lapidation, the  inaieiiuls  collected  for  iu  cousuuciion  ore 


wa.'tting,  Uic  wnric  still  uiuinlshed  Is  ^llij{  to  decay,  and 
tile  mad  llself  nearly  inip.nf^nldc ;  and  that  in  view  of  all 
thii«,  and  more  pnrtienl.-irly  the  ple'lg^d  I.Tiili  nf  thf  t^^v 
irninent,  iliey  l'<*lt  eallfd  uimn  to  urge  such  appropnaiiM:;! 
for  Uie  henelil  of  tin:  work,  a.;  ihc  state  of  llie  liiiaiKCs  will 
warrant;  which  wn^  referred  lo  the  l^niuniittec  of  the 
Wliole  (Ml  the  state  ol  the  Union,  wlicre  Uie  bill  for  said 
appropriutions  i^  |>etnlins. 

ily  Mr.  OMAl'M.W,  of  Alali.«n.i:  The  petitioni  o[  a. 
Williaiits,  ol  lie  Kalb  rouiiry  ;  John  ltune:in,of  JaekfOQ 
county  ;  and  obadiali  ,M.  Hinge,  of  l)c  K.ilb  county,  .Ma- 
i>Hin,-i.  for  revolulionory  pension. 

ItyMr.  DA  Vl.S,  of  Indiana:  'J'hc  petition  of  Jo»tahJobi»- 
son  and  forty-six  others,  citizens  of  Indiana,  pm>inj;  aa 
appropriation  of  pulilic  lands  to  complete  tlic  VV  a  bach  and 
Krif  canni  lo  th"  Ohio  river. 

By  .Mr.  I>TI''.WAICT,  of  Pennsylvania:  Memorials  ri(aal 
by  a  gn'Ol  number  of  the  citizens  ol'  IVnns\  Ivania,  reman- 
^traling  against  liie  (utssuge  of  the  tnritTbill"ri;pf»rt''d  by  tiie 
Comnulti'eiifAVaysand  Mean«,  anddepr^eatingany  clianc* 
in  the  tarirt'  of  18-1-3,  which  they  represent  as  iif»w  rvpidlf 
restoring  the  national  prosiierity  ;  which  were  referred  to 
tlie  Coniniittee  of  tin:  VVIiole. 

Also,  a  mcintirial  friim  Pennsylvania  In  favor  of  t  rr^ue- 
tion  of  [Kistnge:  whieli  was  n-ferred  to  the  Comibittee  on 
the  Post  Olfiee  and 'Post  Itimds. 

lly  Mr.  CUDSS  :  Tbc  fteiition  of  citizens  of  Lawrmc« 
and  Tuilon  counties,  Arkansas,  pniying  liie  esLibiislnneul 
of  a  mail  route  from  Jnekson,  in  the  former,  to  ihc  t'oort- 
llouse  in  the  latter  county ;  which  was  referred  to  UieOitn- 
iniltee  on  the  r  '-t  CKhce  and  Post  lltuids. 

lly  Mr.  IIOll..!'.,  of  Wisconsin  :  The  petition  of.lll7'os 
of  tlie  Territory  ol  WiseMmsin,  asking  Ihe  esi  i* 

a  mail  route  from  Milwaukee,  via  Masts'-  i 
county  of  Dodge,  nnd<\ditiiibus,  in  Pnrla^e  1 1  i 

Wifinelmgo,  in  said  'J'erritory;  wiiieli  was  refeirvd  lu  iiua 
romniittce  on  liie  Post  Ortiee  and  Post  Koads- 


IN  SENATE. 
Tuesday,  Jlpril  30,  1844. 

Mr.  FAIRFIELD  presented  the  credentials  of 
Hon.  Joiiv  M.  NiLES,  who  was  elected  by  the 
Legislature  of  Connecticut  a  Senator  from  that 
State  for  six  years,  from  and  after  the  4th  day  of 
March  hist. 

Tlic  credentials  having  being  read, 

Mr.  FAIRFIELD  informed  the  Senate  that  th« 
gentleman  was  present,  and  was  prepared  to  take 
the  usual  oaih  of  office. 

Mr.  JARNAGIN  hoped  that  the  President  pro 
tempore  would   not  proceed,  under  the  circum- 
stances of  the  cose,  toadminisier  the  oath.  They 
could  not  be  uninformed  of  what  was  amatterof  , 
history,  but  of  which,  at  that  time,  he  did  nnl 
choose  to  speak — of  the  condition  of  that  gentle- 
man; which  condition  wag  believed  to  disqu  ..'iiy 
him  as  a  Senator  to  represent  the  State  from  which 
he  was  elected.     There  arc  cirrnmslan'ces  amend- 
ing the  transaction  which  made  it  impcriouslv  bU 
duly  to  move  the  Senate  to  appoint  a  conn 
(if  It  be  within  its  constitutional  power  to  ; 
tigate  the  qualifications  of  Senators)  to  invesucate 
the  eligibility  of  this  gentleman  to  a  seat.    "Tbe 
common  report  was,  that  that  gentleman,  how- 
ever uiiforlunate  it  was,  had  been  afHicIed  by  the 
dispensations  of  Providence  in  such  a  manner  as 
to  prevent  him,  though  he  had  been  several  weeks 
in  the  city,  from   presenting  himself,  until  nnv, 
for  nunlificaiion,  and  for  a  seat  in  that  body.   He 
had  been  in  Wiishinglon  for  several  weeks,  and 
had  not  presented   himself,  for  soma  reason,  ha 
knew  not  what.  The  people  have  a  deep  iftterest 
in  the  matter,  and  it  was  due  to  them  that  that 
individual  should  not  force  himself  into  t>  seat 
before  an  investigation  was  had  into  his  qualifi- 
cation for  a  seat.     It  was  due  to  the  r        - 
the  Senate — to  ascertain  whether  the 
this  gentleman  were  such  ns  renderoi 
giblc  us  a  Senator.     It  was  due  to  the  iitdivitlu&l 
himself  that  the  facts  should  be  known.     If  there 
was  any  alienation  of  mind,  os  was  the  general 
rumor,  it  was  right  and   proper  that  the  exami- 
nation he  suggested  should  lake  place.     In  either 
point  of  view,  it  was  due  to  the  individual,  in  the 
first  place,  if  it  turned  out  one  way,  and  to   the 
American  people  if  the  investigation  resulted   in 
another  way.  The  common  report  was,  iliai  the 

gentleman  was  afflicted  by  some  mal-  ' -^  '"* 

therefore  felt  it  to  be  his  imperious  • 
upon  the  Senate  to  set  on  fool  an  iir  , 

in  such  a  way  as  would  be  satisfactory,  i«i  a«« 
whether  he  had  recovered  so  far  os  to  enable  liim 
to  ^>e  a  fit  rcpresenlative  of  ihe  State  from  which 
he  was  elected.  He  believed,  from  the  reading 
of  the  Constitution,  the  Senate  had  the  pow^r  to 
make  the  invcsiigatiQii..  The  committee  could 
report  upon  the  capability  of  the  individual. 

Mr.  FAIRFIELD  said*  that,  having  l»c««  a 
fellow-border  with  the  Senator  from  Conneclicnt 
since  he  had  been  in  the  city,  it  was  in  his  power 
to  say — and  it  gave  him  great  pleasure  to  sajr — 
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that,  among  the  thousHiid  rumors  in  regard  to  a 
supposed  mental  aiiuiialion  of  the  Senator  IVom 
Connecticut,  not  i>ne  of  tliem  was  well  founded. 
He  had  also  had  the  plea.wre  ot'  bein;  a  fellow- 
boarder  with  that  gentleman  several  years  ago, 
when  he  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  the  House  of 
Renreseiitatives;  and  could  truly  say  that,  so  fur 
»3  ne  was  capable  of  judging,  the  mind  of  the 
Senator  was  as  strong  and  clear  now  as  when  he 
waa  formerly  acquainted  with  him.  Itisiruc,he 
is  laboring  under  a  considerable  degree  of  physical 
debility,  and  consequent  depression  of  spirits; 
but  no  debility  or  disorder  attaches  to  his  mind; 
that  is  as  sound  and  clear  as  the  mind  of  any 
memlx>r  of  this  body.  His  coming  here  was  a 
matter  of  experiment,  undertaken  by  the  advice 
of  physician,  intending  to  take  his  seal  if  his 
health  should  improve,  or  at  least  not  suffer,  by 
the  journey.  His  health  has  been  gradually  im- 
ptoving  since  the  first  day  of  his  arrival;  and  he 
now  feels  that  it  is  so  far  restored  as  to  authorize 
and  require  him  to  take  his  seat.  The  compe- 
tency of  the  Senate  to  object  to  his  being  sworn, 
and  institute  such  an  inquiry  as  the  Senator  from 
Tennessee  proposes,  for  one,  I  am  by  no  means 
willing  to  admit.  He  was,  however,  authorized 
by  the  Senator  from  Conneclicut  to  say,  tlial,  in 
view  of  the  many  unfoundi.d  newspaper  rumors, 
and  misapprehensions  of  many  persons  in  refer- 
ence to  himself,  he  not  only  waived  all  constitu- 
tional and  legal  objections  to  the  competency  of 
the  Senate  to  take  the  course  suggested  by  the 
Senator  from  Tennessee,  but  he  inviud  it;  and 
I  am  glad  that  the  Senator  from  Connecticut  has 
consented. ti>  this  course.  He  was  sure  that  nn 
investigation  would  s;aisfy  any  committee  that 
may  be  appointed,  that  no  man  in  this  body  pos- 
S4.'ssi;s  a  sounder  mind,  or  is  more  capable,  so  far 
as  mental  and  moral  capacity  are  concerned,  to 
discharge  the  duties  periuininglo  this  high  office, 
than  the  Senator  from  Crmnecticut. 

Mr.  J.MiNAGlN  said  if  these  rumors  should 
turn  imt  to  be  unfouiidi.-d,  there  was  no  one  on 
^hat  floor  who  would  lak»^  more  phiasure  in  wit- 
nessing the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  lake  his 
seat  than  hiniiielf.  His  piupo.se  of  moving  the 
invesligalion  was  as  much  do  an  act  ofjustice  to 
that  geniiemanasa  duly  to  the  Senate  and  people 
of  the  United  Stales. 

Mr.  J.  then  submitted  the  following  resolution: 
ResoU-eit^  Tllut  Itie  eri'dcii>i:il.<i  fircticllU'it  to  tlie  Senate 
ol'ltli;  eK-ctioii  of  John  .M.  \ii,»:4  lo  lie  Seuatur  of  llle  Uni- 
ted rfimeit  fr.,n,  III.-  .<iai.*  ol'  (>mnfctioiit  be  retVrrett  Ni  a 
■eleel  roinniittee,  luenliKi^t  u("  liw-,  who  jilialj  be  InstrllCt'Ml 
Ui  ili<|Utre  iutu  tlie  elecijon,  returnts.  ami  qualtfieatinn  ul'  tne 
said  JuuN  .M.  NlL£«,  and  into  liis  cup:u'lly  al  tliis  time  lo 
lake  llie  i»ih  pre.<crilK;d  by  tlic  (Jondtilulion  of  tlie  United 
Suiejf. 

Mr.  ALLEN  moved  lo  strike  out  nil  that  part 
of  the  resolution  referring  to  the  capacity  of  the 
gentleman.  The  word' "  qualification"  was  a 
term  sufficient  to  give  general  scope  lo  the  in- 
quiry. 

Mr.  JARN'AGIN  accepted  the  modifioatinn. 

Mr.  F.VIRl'MELD  said  that  some  Sinalors 
around  him  Imd  suggested  that  it  was  incompe- 
tent for  the  Senate  lo  take  such  a  course;  aiiu  it 
would  he  setting  a  very  bad  precedent  to  author- 
ize (under  ihe  jiower  given  the  Senate  by  the 
Constitution  lo  inquire  into  the  election,  returns, 
and  qualification  of  Senators)  an  inquiry  into  the 
mental  qualification  of  Senators.  To  avoid  the 
force  of  such  an  objection^-of  forming  a  danger- 
ous precedent — he  would  move  an  amendment, 
that  "  said  Senator  elect,  hereby  waiving  all  coii- 
slitutional  and  hgal  objection  lo  the  c^uri^e  pur- 
sued . ' ' 

Mr.  JARNAGIN  said  he  would  dislike  very 
much  to  incorporate  in  his  resolution,  as  a  part 
of  it,  llie  words  suggested.  He  should  be  very 
happy  that  the  waiver  appear — that  the  Senator 
elect  had  waived  all  conslitutional  objection  which 
mi|;ht  exist — but  nni  appear  in  this  psolution. 

Mr.  FAIRFIELD  withdrew  his  amendment. 

Mr.  CRITTENIJE.V  fell,  he  was  sure,  what 
was  the  very  common  feeling  of  the  Senate.  He 
regarded  this,  as  it  involvitd  an  important  prece- 
dent, as  s  subject  which  rendered  it  of  some  little 
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importance  that  the  terms  of  the  resolution  should 
be  well  considered  before  they  were  adopted.  It 
struck  him  that  the  resolution,  as  now  modified, 
lo  exclude  the  part  touching  the  capacity  of  the 
Senator  elect,  would  not  give  rise  to  the  question 
intended  to  be  involved,  and  wliich  was  the  object 
of  the  inquiry.  The  words  "election,  qualinca- 
lion,  ond  returns,"  in  the  sense  and  meaning  of 
the  Constitution,  do  not  embrace  the  present  ques- 
tion. He  understood  by  the  word  "qualification" 
nothing  more  than  the  constitutional  requirements 
of  age,  residence, &c.  Nobody  doubted  the  due 
election  of  this  gentleman.  The  question  now 
proposed  to  be  raised  was  whether,  from  the  fact 
of  insanity,  the  Senator  elect  became  ineligible  lo 
his  seal.  This  question  rises  out  of  the  principles 
of  the  Constitution,  and  not  under  that  power 
given  ihe  Senate  lo  inquire  into  the  election,  re- 
turns,andqualificalion  of  its  members.  He  would 
rather  suggest,  as  the  Senate  was  very  thin  this 
morning  and  the  question  was  of  very  great  deli- 
cacy, that  the  resolution  be  allowed  to  lie  on  the 
table,  and  the  presentation  of  the  credentials  be 
postponed.  Without  making  any  distinct  mo- 
lion,  he  suggested  that  the  whole  matter  be  post- 
poned for  iTie  present,  as  the  Senate  was  thin  and 
would  continue  so  for  several  days. 

Mr.  ALLEN  expressed  the  hope  that  the  ques- 
tion of  reference  would  be  decided  then.  It  was 
not  proposed  lo  decide  Ihe  issue  made  on  the  mat- 
ter. The  question  then  before  the  Senate  was  as 
to  the  besl  mode  of  obtaing  testimony  touching 
ihe  caiiacity  of  the  Senator  elect.  The  Senator 
from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Crittenden]  properly  ob- 
served thai  this  was  a  delicate  m. titer;  and  in  con- 
sequence of  ils  being  a  matter  of  a  delicate  char- 
acter, it  seemed  to  him  (Mr.  A.)  that  it  ought  not 
to  be  made  a  subject-matter  of  debate  and  ques- 
tion there,  instead  of  before  a  commiltee.  As  lo 
the  form  of  the  ri'solution,  so  far  as  the  individ- 
ual was  concerned,  fie  was  willing  that  it  should 
lake  any  form,  and  allow  of  any  latitude,  which 
would  Uo  justice  to  him.  Therefore  he  hoped 
there  would  be  no  delay  on  account  of  form.  If 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky  would  put  such  words 
in  the  resolution  as  would  satisfy  himself,  there 
would  be  no  olijeclioii  lo  Uic  furiu  by  the  party 
most  interested. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  remarked  that  the  Senate 
would  perceive  al  once  that  this  question  was  one 
of  moie  iin  HO  lance  lo  the  S.nale  than  to  the  in- 
dividual. The  importance  of  such  a  question  was, 
that  it  involved  the  right  and  inlereslsof  that  body 
then,  and  it  might  be,  as  a  precedent,  lo  a  gn^ater 
extent  thereafur;  and  it  should  be  disposed  of 
solemnly  and  deliberately.  His  own  distinct  and 
clear  juugment  was,  that  the  resolution  offered  by 
the  Senator  from  Tennes'see  did  not  embrace  the 
mailer  which  he  pvopi>sed  should  be  the  sut>ject 
of  inquiry.  Tlie  term  "qualification,"  as  slated 
in  the  Constitution,  had  a  distinct  sense,  and  ex- 
cluded the  question  proposed  to  be  raised  alto- 
gether. The  iiiesi  nt  form  of  the  resolution  did 
not  meet  the  ol)ject,and  was  unnecessary.  Any 
committee  raised  under  it  would  transcend  tlieir 
duty,  if  they  attempted  to  investigate  the  que.slion 
of  tact  as  lo  mental  aiicimlion.  He  proposed,' 
iherelbre,  so  to  amend  the  resolution  as  to  insert 
ihe  words  "  mental  competency  '* 

Mr.  ALLEN  remarked  that  the  Senator  elect 
expressly  desired  the  words  stricken  out  of  the 
resolution  lo  be  restored;  and  that  the  inquiiy 
have  the  fullest  scope. 

Mr.  JARNAGIN  suggested  other  modifica- 
tions; but  it  was  determined,  by  general  acquies- 
cence, thai  the  original  form  of  the  resolution  was 
the  besl. 

Mr. TAPPAN doubted Iheconstitutional  power 
of  the  Senate  lo  make  such  an  inquiry.  He 
knew  no  authority  that  they  had  to  enter  into  an 
investigation  of  questions  of  competency.  They 
could  liot  foresee  to  what  an  extent  it  might  be 
carried  if  they  once  admitted  the  right  of  that 
body  to  inquire  into  and  decide  on  the  compe- 
tency of  Senators.  It  struck  him  that  the  Con- 
stitution did  not  give  them  any  such  right.  If  it 
was  once  exercised,  it  might  lead  to  dangerous 


practices,  such  as  would  strike  nl  the  very  exist- 
ence of  the  body.  He  would  therefore  vote  against 
the  resolution. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  wished  very  much  that 
this  subject  would  he  postponed  till  there  should 
be  a  full  Senate.  The  remarks  made  by  the  hon- 
orable Senator  who  had  just  taken  his  scat  [Mr. 
Tai'Pan]  were  very  well  worthy  of  consideration. 
It  was  a  qni:stion  nq.1  without  its  difficulties  on 
all  sides,  and  one  which  was  deserving  of  the 
most  careful  consideration,  and  the  careful  con- 
sideration of  a  full  Senate.  A  conslitutional  ques- 
tion was  here  presented ;  one  of  the  greatest  con- 
sequence, affecting  the  organization  of  this  body 
Wliat  might  be  its  diffennl  shades,  lie  did  not 
know.  He  would,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing 
it  more  distinctly  before  the  Senate,  move  that 
the  application,  with  the  credentials  and  the  res- 
olution, be  postponed  till  Monday. 

Mr.  ALLEN  hoped  this  course  would  not  be 

f)ursued.  If  any  constitutional  question  should 
)e  raised,  it  could  be  decided  by  the  committee. 
While  the  Senate  sat,  the  Stale  from  which  the 
gentleman  came  was  entitled  to  a  full  representa- 
tion upon  this  door.  All  the  evils  which  might 
result  from  a  permancnlexclusionof  any  member 
of  the  Senate  from  his  scat,  might  equally  result 
from  his  temporary  exclusion  from  it.  The  evils 
suggested  by  his  colleague,  which  might  result 
from  the  political  ascenilency  of  one  party  of  men 
in  this  body,  in  the  one  case,  might  equally  result 
in  all  cases  of  majority.  He  was  sure  there  was 
not  n  man  in  this  body  who  was  not  actuated  by 
the  best  motives  in  this  mutter.  He  repealed,  that 
the  same  evils  nsulting  from  the  lolal  exclusion 
of  a  member  from  this  body,  naturally  followed 
his  temporary  exclusion.  The  individual  present- 
ing his  cerlihcate  here,  and  claiming  membership 
with  other  Senators,  had,  upon  the  face  of  it,  a 
right  to  his  membersiiip.  The  Senate  had  aright 
lo  inquire  into  his  eligibility;  but  before  exercis- 
ing lliat  privilege,  where  was  its  right  to  exclude 
him.'  He  said,  therefore,  that  he  hoped  this  mat- 
ter would  go  k)  a  committee.  The  committee 
would  investigate  it,  and  alford  an  oj>j)oriiinity  to 
thi:  Senau;  of  judging  the  question.  But  he  saw 
no  reason  for  delaying  the  case.  The  resolution 
had  been  put  in  ihe  shape  wliich  he  Iwlievcd  would 
reach  the  very  objecl  which  the  Senate  oughl  lo 
inquire  into;  and  ihal  being  the  case,  he  could  see 
no  rea.son  for  delay. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  thiswos  a  question  of 
extreme  delicacy;  and  he  could  desire  that  the 
Senate  should  act  with  perfect  unanimity  with 
regard  lo  it.  Surely  it  was  not  a  question  which, 
in  ils  nature,  was  calculated  to  create  any  feeling 
whatever.  All  present,  he  had  no  doubt,  were 
actuated  by  the  same  motives;  all  d.  sired  lo  do 
justice;  and  yet,  if  it  were  a  question  which  ought 
to  be  delayed  or  postponed,  he  would  undoubt- 
edly acquiesce  in  thai  course.  In  this  instance, 
however,  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Connecti- 
cut [Mr.  NiLEs]  would  lie  placed  in  a  very  awk- 
ward position  before  the  world,  by  having  the 
subject  hung  up  until  Monday  next.  If  there 
was  any  reason  for  the  delay,  he  should  agree  to 
it  at  once.  The  constitutional  question,  if  there 
was  any  involved,  could  as  well  be  considered  by 
the  committee  as  any  other  question.  It  might 
be  that  no  constitutional  question  would  arise. 
He  had  entered  into  nn  understanding  himself 
with  some  of  ihe  Senators  who  were  absent,  that 
nothing  of  imporuince  should  be  taken  up  during 
their  absence;  and  he  would  ask  that  this  should 
not  be  taken  up,  if  he  could  see  that  it  was  calcu- 
lated to  injure  any  person  in  the  slightest  degree. 
Why,  then,  could  not  a  commiltee  be  appointed 
by  the  President  of  the  Senate?  Why  could  they 
not  proceed  to  the  discharge  of  their  duty  ?  and 
if  any  questimi  should  arise  likely  to  involve  the 
Senate,  lie  pledged  himself  to  go  no  further  unlil 
the  Seiiaie  was  entirely  full.  He  thought  this 
would  be  the  proper  course.  If  he  could  perceive 
that  it  would  do  injury  to  anybody,  he  should  be 
in  favor  of  postponing  the  matter;  but  he  could 
not  perceive  that  such  was  likely  lo  be  the  result; 
and  he  thought  that,  as  all  parties  had  agreed  as 
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to  llie  forinof  tlie  resokilion.it  had  better  becoii- 
sidiTi'd,  and  vnied  upon  iit  oncp. 

Mr.  CRIT^ENDK^f  Siiid  it  wns  suggested  by 
an  honoralih:  s^cnilcmnn  lunr  liim,  that  ilie  Senate 
could  iiDt  ndopt  a  rosoUition  to  iippoint  n  com- 
mittee for  tlic  purp^se  of  carrying  out  an  oliject 
which  they  liad  not  the  constitutional  power  to 
act  upon.  As  lo  the  lime,  a  committee  was  to  lie 
raised,  anil  some  of  the  gentlemen  who  would 
probably  form  it  were  absent.  There  were  others 
absent  who  had  a  deep  anxiety  upon  this  ques- 
tion. He  understood  that  the  gentleman  most 
deeply  interested  was  laboring  under  great  phy.s- 
ical  debility;  and  therefore  it  could  ben  matter  of 
no  great  consequence  to  him  to  have  it  delayed 
for  a  few  days.  Under  all  these  circumstenees, 
he  could  not  see  why  there  should  be  any  objec- 
tion to  the  postponement. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  wished  to  say  a  single  word 
in  relation  to  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tunky,  [Mr.  Crittenden.]  It  appeared  to  him 
that  Senators  would  all  perceive  tluit,  if  the  Sen- 
ate desired  to  make  an  inquiry  of  this  sort,  it  must 
necessarily  be  by  a  committee.  He  did  not  sup- 
pose the  gentleman  from  Kentucky ,  or  any  other 
Senator,  would  think  of  deciding  that  a  member 
was  incompetent  to  be  admitted  to  his  seat,  with- 
out making  that  inquiry;  and  he  said  for  himsilf, 
ns  had  been  said  by  the  Senator  from  Pennsylva- 
nia, IMr.  Buchanan,]  that,  in  expres.-iing  a  strong 
hope  that  the  Senate  would  permit  the  resolution 
to  pass,  and  a  committee  to  be  appointed,  it  was 
with  no  view  that  the  report  of  the  committee 
should  be  acted  upon  until  the  Senate  should  be 
full.  Arrangements  with  the  Senators  absent  had 
been  spoken  of,  which  he  knew  nothing  about, 
and  to  which  he  was  no  party;  but  it  appeared  to 
him,  in  contemplating  the  whole  mailer,  that  after 
delaying  it  to  Monday,  the  first  movement  would 
be  to  institute  this  commiitee;  and  the  delay  would 
consequently  be  a  loss  of  so  nuich  time,  and  also 
be  the  means  of  placing  the  individual,  now  in  a 
Bufficiently  painful  situation ,  in  a  much  more  pain- 
ful one.  rin^re  could  be  no  objection  to  appoint- 
ing gentlemen  who  were  absent  upon  the  commit- 
tee. He  hoped  the  Senate  would  adopt  the 
resolution. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  resolution; 
and  it  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JARNAGIN,  the  Chair  wos 
authorized  to  appoint  the  conimiftee;  and  he  ap- 
pointed Messrs.  Jarnacin,  Bento.n,  Berrien, 
Wright,  and  McDirrnr.,  to  constitute  it. 

KXKCCTIVE  COM-MUNICITION. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  communication  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment, transmitting,  in  compliance  wiih  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  Senate  of  the  3tl  instant,  a  statement 
of  disbursements  by  William  H.  Thomos,  a  Cher- 
okee agent;  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Jarnacin, 
was,  with  other  communications  from  that  De- 
partment on  the  same  subject,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Aflairs. 

PETITIONS,  ETC. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  a  memorial  from 
sundry  citizens  of  Ontario  county.  New  York, 
remonstrating  against  the  annexation  of  Texas 
to  the  United  States;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Also,  u  letter,  in  the  nature  of  a  petition  and 
certain  papers  and  drawings  from  Charles  Clin- 
ton, of  Orange  county.  New  Vork,  in  relation  to 
certain  improvements  made  in  shot  shells;  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Also,  the  proceedings  of  a  town  meeting  held 
in  the  city  of  New  York,  at  which  Mr.  Albert 
Gallatin jiresidcd,  on  the  subject  of  the  annexa- 
tion of  Texas  to  the  United  Slates,  and  in  oppo- 
sition to  such  annexation;  which  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  WHITE  presented  resolutions  of  an  as- 
sociation culled  the  North  Bend  Clay  Club,  in 
Indiana,  in  favor  of  the  protection  of  American 
industry,  and  against  the  repeal  or  modification 
of  the  tariff  law  of  1842;  which  were  referred  lo 
the  Conimiliee  on  Finance. 

Mr,  PULTON  presented  a  petition  from  James 
Chappell  and  others,  citizens  ol  Arkansas,  pray- 
ing for  the  establishment  of  a  mail  route  from  the 
town  of  Batesville,  Independence  county,  Ar- 
kansas, to  Lebanon;  which  wns  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  llic  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 


Mr.  CLAYTON  presented  a  memorial  signed 
by  sundry  citizens  of  Delaware,  remoiistraiiiig 
against  the  annexation  of  Te-xas  to  the  United 
States;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  MILLER  presented  three  memorials  from 
the  counties  of  Passaic  and  Orange,  New  .Ters(;y, 
against  any  alteration  of  llje  pri-sent  tariff;  which 
were  referred  lo  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  JARNAGIN  presented  a  peiiiion  from 
John  Cocke,  of  Tiinin-ssee,  praying  Congress  to 
pass  n  law  to  authorize  the  accounting  officers  of 
the  Treasury  to  admit  certain  voiuhers  for  dis- 
bursements, in  the  settlement  of  his  accounts; 
which  was  referred  lo  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

UKI'OltTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  BREESE,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Caiinls,  r<>ported  back,  without  amondnient, 
and  with  a  rt^conimeiidalion  that  it  do  pass,  the 
bill  to  extend  the  national  road  lo  the  city  of 
Alton,  on  the  Mississippi  river. 

Mr.  FOSTER,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
reported  back,  without  amendment,  and  wilh  a 
recommendation  that  it  be  rejected.  House  bill 
for  the  relii'f  of  Allen  Alhonic. 

Mr.  F.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  Harrison  and  his 
securities;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  lo  a 
second  reading. 

PAPEUS  WITIIDK.IW.V. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BREESE,  leave  was  granted 
to  withdraw  from  the  files  ihe  memorial  of  cer- 
tain citizens  of  Illinois,  prajing  the  removal  of 
the  land  office  from  Dixon  lo  Galena. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SEVIER,  leave  was  gnvnled 
lo  withdriw  from  the  files  tin'  papers  of  John 
McHaliu.i,  deceased,  a  revolutionary  soldier. 

TIIE  OIIKOON  DII.L. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  ATCHISON,  the  bill  to  en- 
courage the  Bettlemeiit  of  the  Territory  of  Oregon 
was  taken  up,  and  made  the  special  order  of  the 
day  for  Monday  next. 

DANIEI,  KOCK. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  TAPPAN,  the  previous  or- 
ders of  the  day  were  postponed,  and  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Daniel  Uoek  was  taken  up,  as  in 
Cunimiltce  of  the  Whole,  considered,  reported  lo 
the  Senate,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

WILLUM  R.   DAVIS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WHITE,  the  previous  or- 
ders of  the  day  were  postponed,  and  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  William  R.  Davis,  of  Indiana,  was 
taken  up,  lis  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  con- 
sidered, reported  to  the  Senate,  and  ordered  lo  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

OENEHAI.  ORDERS. 

The  Senate  then  took  up  the  general  orders; 
and  the  following  bills  were  considered  as  in 
Committee  of  ihc  Whole,  reported  to  the  Sen- 
ate, and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading:  ■ 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  school  trustees,  orother 
lawful  authorities  having  charge  of  the  subject  of 
common  schools,  in  surveyed  township  forty- 
eight  north  of  range  eighteen  west,  in  the  county 
of  Cooper,  and  State  of  Missouri,  to  enter  a  sec- 
tion of  land  in  lieu  of  section  sixteen,  in  said 
township,  for  the  use  of  schools; 

A  bill  for  the  puymeii*  of  the  fourth  regiment 
in  the  second  brigade  of  third  division  of  Vermont 
iniliiia,fur  services  at  the  buttle  of  Plattsburg,  on 
the  11th  September,  1814; 

A  bill  for  Ihe  relief  of  Hiram  March; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ephraim  D.  Dickson; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Newman; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseiih  Campau; 

A  bill  authorizing  a  patent  to  be  issued  to  Jo- 
seph Campau,  for  a  certain  tract  of  laud  in  the 
Slate  of  Michigan;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  Duval  and  other 
Cherokees. 

The  following  bills  were  considered  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Vi7hole,  amended,  reported  back  to 
the  Senate,  and  the  amendments  concurred  in; 
and  the  question  of  engrossment  being  on  each, 
if  no  further  amendment  were  ordered,  they  were 
postponed  until  to-morrow  for  further  considera- 
tion: 

A  bill  for  the  rcliefof  citizens  of  towns  upon 


the  lands  of  the  United  Siiiies,  under  certain  cir- 
cumstances; and 

A  bill  to  grant  lo  the  Great  Wcsurn  Railway 
Company  a  ri;;ht  of  way  though  tliepubliclandj 
of  the  Uiiited  Stales,  and  for  nthfr  iitirposct. 

On  moii(Hi  of  Mr.  PHELPS,  tlie  Sciiuie  then 
adjourned. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Tuesday,  Jlpril  3U,  1844. 

The  SPEAKER  nniioiincid  ilie  biiitin>'is  fint 

In  Older  to  lie  the  call  on  coniiniiices  for  rfportj. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Indian-    leaircd  pofmiBion 

to  offer  a  resolution. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  hoped  the  K^.lar 
order  of  business  would  be  adhered  lo. 

Mr.  SIMONS,  from    the  Cmnmiltec  on  En- 

•rriiving,  offered  two  resolutinits  in  relation  lolht 

rinling  of  ceriain  maps;  which  were  tigrocil  to. 

TIIE  TAItlrF. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  liidiaiin,  sent  the  resnlonyn, 
which  he  desired  lo  offer,  lo  the  Clerk's  tiilifc,io 
be  n^ad  for  infocmalioii;  and  i>  wns  n.^d  accord- 
ingly. It  proposed  lo  fix  oiiu  o'clock  on  Wnt- 
iKsday,  the  8th  of  May,  for  the  termination  if 
debate  on  the  tariff  bill. 

^Objections  were  made,  and  the  resolution  vu 
not  received. 

Mr.  .STEENROD  moved  thnt  the  IIi.iim  n- 
solve  Itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  .'itate  of  till'  Union  on  ilii>  tariff  bill. 

The  SPEAKER  put  ihet|ue.itinii;  mid  a  iliviii- 
ion  being  called  for  the  House  was  coiinird,  and 
the  vote  niinoiinced  lo  be — 5S  in  the  nffinnnlirc 
and  .'i^  in  the  negative;  which  the  Speakrr  taid 
was  less  than  a  quorum,  and  lellers  were  called 
for.  On  reflccliini,  the  S|>oaker  .staled  ilinl  tlirre 
was  a  quorum  present;  the  Speaker  hiiu»lf,<ho 
had  not  been  counted,  making  the  preprr  unn- 
b(  r.  Tellers,  however,  were  railed  for,  ant 
Missrs.  Bi'RKE  and  TiioMAssoNwere  nppoinlcd; 
and  they  reported — U4  in  the  aflirinatite,aiilla9iii 
the  negative. 

The  House  thereupon  resolved  itself  into  tk( 
Cominittec  of  the  Whole  on  the  atnte  of  ikt 
Union,  and  resumed  the  coiisidcratiou  of  tlieUrilT 
bill. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  New  York,  wns  entidrd  ^ 
the  lloor,  and  he  spoke  thiouzh  his  hour.  Initio 
tjo  low  a  tone  of  voice  to  lie  heard. 

Mr.  BOYD  next  obtained  the  floor,  and  com- 
i.ienced  with  some  remarks  on  the  deep  inlei«il 
v/liich  his  constituents  felt  in  this  tariff  queitiop. 
He  said  they  were  in  favor  of  a  revenue  liiriff,«nd 
we.e  distinctly  opposed  to  the  principle  of  pro- 
■ciion.  They  were  an  agricultural  people, and 
ihcy  came  not  here  for  the  purpo.se  of  iia|ioriuninj 
Coogress  for  favors  of  any  kind,  nlihougli  iha 
wealthy  capitalists  and  nabobs  assemliM  iti 
came  here  wilh  a  front  "  more  terrible  ihui  •« 
army  wilh  banners,"  to  demand  legislation  bf 
which  they  obtuined  tariffs,  and  banks,  and  mo- 
nopolies of  various  kinds,  to  increase  their  nirendy 
overgrown  and  inordinate  profits.  His  conatito- 
cuts,  while  this  was  being  done,  were  foond  on 
their  farms  or  in  their  workshops,  by  tin;  cxw 
cise  of  their  skill  and  industry  providing  for  lln'm- 
selves  both  necessaries  and  etimforts;  niid  alltw 
proleclion  ihi  y  asked  was  protcriioH  frnni  inju- 
rious change;  nil  they  asked  was  lb  be  let  alone 
ill  the  pursuit  of  their  honest  avocitions;  and  the 
request  was  so  jusl  and  so  equitable  llint  tnu 
Congress  could  not  deny  it  to  iliein  willi  j<iW« 
and  propriiay. 

But  he  did  not  rise  to  make  a  speech  on  the 
tariff.  Having  been  deprived  of  the  opportniiiy 
on  a  previous  occasion,  wlioii  the  House  was  •*• 
drefsied  by  his  colleague,  (Mr.  WiiiTr,)  in  w 
lion  lo  a  lyiler  which  he  (.Mr.  B.)  had  addrcssea 
to  two  Reproseiiiaiives  from  Vii^inia,  (M«s'»j 
HueKiNS  and  Coi.es, ]  toncliing  the  presidMtiM 
ehction  of  1824,  and  Mr.  Clay's  course  in  rejaw 
to  it  and  the  bankrupt  law  in  1841,  hesheuldiw* 
avail  himself  of  the  oppormniiy  aflorded  himu 
make  a  few  observatmns  in  vindiealion  of  hi"- 
self,  and  in  support  of  ihe  position  he  hod  J* 
sumcd.  And  in  approaching  llial  subject  hemw* 
be  permitted  lo  say  to  liis^  colleague,  and  to  tha 
entire  nation,  that  lie  should  be  the  lasitnanoo 
this  floor  that  could  be  found  either  »njusllv«' 
ungenerously  to  attack  the  reputation  of  iuiyn»» 
under  heaven  for  political  jiurposcsj  and  «  «■ 
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colleague,  or  any  oiln^r  linmiiii  l)iiiig,  would  point 
oul  10  liim  any  citki-  into  wliicli  he  lind  fiiilcn  on 
lliat  subjfci,  ho  would  sny  now  that  he  had  no 
pride  of  opinion  llml  would  prevent  liini  from 
making  prompt  and  ample  reparation.  But  he 
would  say  furiher  that,  in  relation  to  this  or  any 
other  matter  of  pnhlic  concernment,  whether  n(- 
fcctin^  public  men  or  public  measures,  there  was 
no  power  under  Heaven  that  could  prevent  his 
marching  up  to  it  boldly  and  mvesligaiing  it 
firmly. 

The  letter  to  which  he  alluded,  assumed,  eitlier 
directly  or  by  implication,  thai  Mr.  Ad.-ims — he 
referred  to  Mr.  Adanisns  a  candidate  for  the  Pres- 
idency of  the  United  Slates — was  unpopular  with 
the  western  country,  and  particularly  with  the 
people  of  Kentucky.  That  letter  al.so  a.ssumed 
that,  between  Mr.  Adams  and  Mr.  Clay,  during 
the  cnnvass  of  1824,  there  were  unfriendly  rela- 
tions, which  began  as  far  back  as  the  ne^olialion  of 
the  treaty  of  (^heni,  and  continued  down  to  the 
period  when  the  popular  vote  was  cast  between 
those  two  gentlemen.  To  these  facts  he  begged 
to  call  tlie  attention  of  the  House;  and  to  their 
proof  he  would  address  himself;  and  he  would 
appeal  to  the  people  of  the  western  country — to 
their  public  men,  and  to  their  public  prints,  to 
show  what  they  had  said  in  relation  thereto.  He 
would  point  to  a  certain  article  written  by  a 
writer  who  signed  himself  "Wayne."  He  might 
not  have  time  to  read  even  an  extract  from  that 
article;  but  it  charged  the  venerable  gentleman 
with  being  disposed  to  barter  the  rights  and  priv- 
ileges of  the  people  for  o  mess  of  codfish.  Whether 
the  evidence  would  be  conclusive  or  not,  he  would 
not  undertake  to  say;  but  he  would  present  it, 
ond  the  House  should  Judge  for  itself.  That 
evidence  would  show,  as  he  believed,  that  Mr. 
Clay  had  some  agency  in  that  publicatiini,  and 
he  adduced  it  as  one  fact  which  satisfied  his  mind 
that  there  were  unfriendly  relations  between  Mr. 
Clay  and  Mr.  Adams.  He  would  also  point  to 
the  botik  oM  the  fisheric'S,  written  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Adams]  h:mself. 

Mr.  WHITE  desired  permission  to  ask  a  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  BOYD  hoped  thegentlcman  would  be  very 
brief,  as  hi.s  lime  was  limited. 

Mr.  WHITK  desired  to  know  who  the  writer 
who  called  iiimself  "  Wayne"  was  understood  to 
be. 

Mr.  BOYD  said  he  had  always  understood  it  to 
be  Mr.  Amos  Kendall. 

Mr.  WHITE.     Certainly. 

Mr.  Boyd  then  proceeded  to  say  that  that 
article  was  published,  inakin;^  certain  charges; 
and  he  should  quote  the  opinions  of  the  press, 
.and  of  public  men  of  that  day,  to  show  that  they 
were  generally  believed;  and  such  was  the  extens- 
ive preposses.sion,  and  the  abuse  levelled  against 
Mr.  Adams  in  the  West  during  that  period,  and 
particularly  in  regard  to  the  transactions  at  GlieiU, 
tlmi  that  genllenuin  thought  it  proper,  and  a  duty 
to  himself,  to  come  out  with  a  book,  (which,  in 
tiie  West,  is  called  his  bonk  on  fisheries,)  in 
which  he  talked  about  subsidized  slander,  point- 
ing directly  tu  Mr.  Clay  as  a  party  to  those  slan- 
ders. 

Then  followed  Mr.  Clay's  celebrated  letter  on 
the  question  of  veracity,  in  which  he  not  only 
said  Air.  Adams  was  in  error  both  as  to  facts  and 
opinions,  but  he  promised  that,  nt  a  more  propi- 
tious moment,  when  he  could  doso  without  being 
open  to  an  accusation  of  improper  motives,  he 
would  expose  those  errors  of  Mr.  Adams.  He 
should  refe>r  to  other  documcnis,  amongst  which 
was  the  recent  letter  of  Mr.  Adams  in  defense  of 
Mr.  Clay ,  ill  which  he  had  expres.sed  his  willing- 
ness tu  adjourn  that  question,  and  appeal  to  a 
more  august  tribunal  than  any  on  earth.  He  did 
not  pretend  to  quote  his  language,  but  such  was 
the  idea  conveyed;  and  that  question,  it  was 
known,  was  adjourned;  at  least,  it  had  remained 
unexplained,  and  it  might  possibly,  according  to 
the  prophetic  language  ol  the  gentleman  from 
Maa!)achusctl8,[Mr.AD.\M8,]  remain  unexplained 
until  they  should  all  be  called  to  answer  for  their 
acts  before  that  august  tribunal  oCwhIch  the  gen- 
tleman had  spoken. 

There  was  anollier  publication  in  which,  if  he 
remembered  right,  the  policy  of  the  venerable  gen- 
tleman from  Massacliusells  was  characterized  as 
a  policy  thai  would  light  up  the  flames  by  which 
Inie  cabins  of  the  West  would  be  consumed;   by 


which  the  sods  of  theirgrcen  fields  would  be  crim- 
soned with  the  blood  of  llieirpeople;and  by  which 
he  would  sacrifice  their  wives  and  children,  their 
riglus  and  liberties,  for  a  mess  of  fish.  He  was 
charged  direclly  with  violating  his  insiruciions  at 
Ghent,  by  the  writer  "  Wayne,"  (the  venerable 
Amos  Kendall;)  and  he  would  show,  on  the  tes- 
timony of  Mr.  Tanner,  now  the  editor  of  a  paper 
called  the  Yeoman,  published  in  Kentucky,  tliat 
Mr.  Clay  paid  him  $100  for  the  publication  of 
those  letters  of  Amos  Kendall. 

Mr.  WHITE  remarked  that  Mr.  Tanner  was 
a  thorough-going  Democrat,  and  the  editor  of  one 
of  the  most  rabid  Democratic  papers  in  the  State 
of  Kentucky. 

Mr.  BOYD  wished  to  be  understood  distinctly 
that  Mr.  Tanner's  testimony  was  taken  under 
oath,  by  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky, and  he  hud 
not  heard  of  its  being  ever  contradicted .  But  again 
he  would  refer  to  a  letter  written  by  Mr.  Clay,  to 
show  that  kindly  feelings  existed  between  JVlr. 
Clay  and  Mr.  Kendall.  He  would  also  produce 
Ihe  testimony  of  Thomas  P.  Moore,  a  member  of 
Congress,  who  asserted  that  he  denounced  Mr. 
Adams  all  over  his  district,  on  the  authority  of 
Mr.  Clay  himself.  And  one  of  Mr.  Cloy's  leod.- 
ing  friends,  the  late  Mr.  Trimble,  by  testimony 
which  he  would  produce,  characterized  the  elder 
Adams  as  a  Federalist,  and  said  that  the  younger 
Adams  was  a  chip  of  the  old  block.  Such  was 
the  language  used  in  the  West  at  that  time. 

Mr.  WHITE  made  some  remark  which  was 
not  distinctly  heard. 

Mr.  BOYD  said,  he  need  not  refer  again  to  the 
course  of  all  the  papers  in  the  entire  West  in  the 
interest  of  Mr.  Clay  teeming  with  matters  of  this 
kind.  He  wished  that  he  had  the  time  to  refer 
for  a  single  moment  to  what  appeared  in  a  Ken- 
tucky paper,  printed  by  a  friend  and  relation  of 
Mr.  Clay,  and  in  his  own  town.  Any  roan  who 
would  refer  to  the  papers  of  that  day,  and  con- 
sider the  relations  then  existing  between  Mr. 
Clay  and  Mr.  Adams,  and  then  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  there  were  no  unfriendly  feelings  be- 
tween them,  must  arrive  at  conclusions  very  dif- 
ferent from  what  the  evidence  had  brought  his 
mind  to.  But  while  there  was  good  evidence  of 
an  unfriendly  feeling  between  Mr.  Clay  and  Mr. 
Adams,  there  was  abundant  evidence  of  a  friendly 
Yeeling  existing  between  Mr.  Clay  and  General 
Jackson.  There  wasalsothe  mostabundantcvi- 
dence  of  the  unpopularity  of  Mr.  Adams  in  the 
Stale  of  Kentucky  at  that  day. 

With  regard  lo  the  unpopularity  of  that  gen- 
tleman, he  did  not  know  wliat  better  test  to  put 
that  matter  to  that  would  be  more  clear  than  the 
popular  vote  of  the  Slate  in  the  presidential  elec- 
tion, and  the  action  of  its  Legislature.  Of  the 
whole  electtiral  vote, 

General  Jackson  received 99 

Mr.  Adams 84 

Mr.  Crawford 41 

Mr.  Clay 37 

Of  the  popular  vote  in  eight  western  States,  it 
appears  that  General  Jackson  received  46,513 
voles  more  than  Mr.  Adams;  24.201  more  than 
Mr.  Clay;  and  2,645  votes  more  than  both  to- 
gether. How  was  It  in  regard  to  the  popular  vote 
in  all  the  States?  General  Jackson's  vote  was 
47,628  over  Mr.  Adams,  and  961  over  both  Mr. 
Clay  and  Mr.  Adams  together. 

Mr.  WHITE  here  inquired  of  the  gentleman 
what  authority  he  was  reading  from. 

Mr.  BOYD  said  he  was  reading  from  the  Uni-' 
led  Suites  Telegraph,  and  the  publicaiion  of  the 
Jackson  central  committee.  He  should  quote  his 
auihorities  so  clearly  as  to  leave  no  man  in  the 
dark.  How  was  it  in  regard  to  the  popular  vote 
of  Kentucky  in  1824?  The  vote  of  Mr.  Clay  was 
17,331,  and  that  of  General  Jackson  6,455.  How 
many  votes  did  Mr.  Adams  receive?  He  would 
point  to  the  National  Intelligencer  of  the  day, 
where  it  would  be  found  that  he  did  not  get  a 
single  vote.  In  his  remarks  the  other  day  he 
might  have  said,  speaking  from  memory,  that  Mr. 
Adams  might  have  received,  perhaps,  as  many  as 
a  hundred  voles;  but,  on  looking  at  the  Intelli- 
gencer of  that  period,  he  found  that  ho  had  not 
received  one.  If  more  proof  were  needed  of  the 
fact  that  Mr.  Adams  wasunpopularin  Kentucky, 
and  that  General  Jackson  was  exceedingly  popu- 
lar, he  could  point  to  the  vote  of  the  Legislature 
of  that  State,  requesting  its  members  of  Congress 
ill  this  House  tu  vote  for  General  Jackson  fur 


President.  This  resolution  was  passed  by  a  vote 
of  69  ayes  to  21  noes.  In  another  resolution  of 
the  Kintucky  Legislature  pointing  to  General 
Jackson  as  the  choice  of  the  people  of  that  Slalo 
after  Mr.  Clay,  in  preference  lo  either  Mr.  Ad- 
ams or  Mr.  Crawford,  the  vole  was  73  lo  11  in 
the  House,  and  in  the  Senate  nearly  unanimous, 
though  he  was  unable  lo  give  the  precise  vote. 
The  evidence  was  so  strong  that  General  Jackson 
was  the  first  choice  of  the  people  of  Kentucky 
after  Mr.  Cluy,  thai  no  man  had  ever  questioned 
it.  Indeed,  he  had  never  heard  it  doubted  by  any 
one  at  the  time.  Under  these  circumstances,  ihere 
was  no  wonder  that  the  jKople  throughout  the 
Union,  and  especially  in  Kentucky,  were  shocked 
and  astounded  on  learning  that  the  vote  of  Ken- 
tucky had  been  cast  for  Mr.  Adams;  and  partic- 
ularly so  when  that  vole  was  followed  by  the 
circumstance  of  Mr.  Clay's  being  appointed  Sec- 
retary of  State.  He  knew  that  maiiy  of  the  peo- 
ple of  that  State  felt  the  deepest  mortification  and 
thi'  deepest  indignalion  on  tliat  occasion.  They 
felt  that  their  dearest  inleresis  had  been  betrayed 
into  the  hands  of  a  man  whom  they  had  been 
taught  to  regard  as  their  worst  enemy. 

But  the  proof  to  his  mind  was  conclusive  that 
the  friends  of  Mr.  Clay  did  support  the  election 
of  Mr.  Adams  to  the  Presidency,  and  did  carry 
it  tiirough  with  a  view  lo  the  prumoiion  of  Mr. 
Clay.  He  would  [)oint  to  evidences  on  this  head 
so  strong  that  it  would  not  be  easy  to  refute  them. 

Mr.  WHITE  begged  leave  to  ask  his  colleague 
whether  Mr.  Clay's  congressional  district  had 
ever,  since  that  time,elected  any  other  Represent- 
ative than  an  anti-Jackson  man  ? 

Mr.  BOYD  replied  that  he  was  not  aware  that 
it  ever  had.  There  could  be  no  doubt,  however, 
and  ihe  evidence  was  conclusive  on  this  point,  that 
Mr.  Clay's  congressional  district  preferred  Gen- 
eral Jackson  for  the  Presidency  lo  Mr.  Adams. 
To  pursue  the  matter  further,  he  now  proposed 
to  examine  how  far  Mr.  Clay  sanctioned  or  en- 
couraged lliese  proceedings  of  his  friends  in  his 
behalf;  They  pretended  that  it  was  patriotic  to 
do  what  they  had  done,  and  excused  themselves 
to  their  constituents  by  alleging  that  it  was  belter 
for  Kentucky  and  the  West  lo  have  Mr.  Adams 
President,  with  Mr.  Clay  Secretary  of  Slate,  than 
to  have  General  Jackson  President,  who  it  waa 
ascertained  would  not  appoint  him  to  that  ofBce. 

Here  was  what  his  colleague  [Mr.  White]  said 
the  other  day,  when  speaking  on  the  subject  of 
his  (Mr.  B. 's)  letter  to  Messrs.  Coles  and  Hop- 
kins. His  colleague  called  his  particular  alteii- 
lion  to  a  paragraph  in  that  letter  Without  read- 
ing ail  that  passed  between  his  colleague  and 
himself  on  that  occasion,  he  would  merely  say 
that  he  had  suited,  in  the  letter  lo  Messrs.  Coles 
and  HurxiNs,  that,  pending  the  presidential  elec- 
tion of  1624,  there  was  a  rumor  llml  the  vole  of 
Kentucky  was  to  be  given  to  Mr.  Adams,  and 
that,  in  return,  Mr.  Adams  was  lo  make  Mr.  Clay 
Secretary  of  State.  The  charge  was  staled  in  a 
letter  said  to  be  written  by  Mr.  George  Kremer, 
a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives;  and 
it  was  denied  by  Mr.  Clay.  He  had  not  time  to 
read  tlyse  letters,  though  he  had  both  by  him. 
This  rumorwent  10  Frankfort,  in  Kentucky;  and, 
in  consequence,  the  matter  was  taken  up,by  the 
Legislature. 

By  a  recurrence  to  the  proceedings  of  the  House, 
it  would  be  perceived  that  W.  G.  Robertson 
(Speaker  of  the  House)  moved  to  lay  the  resolu- 
tions on  the  table  until  a  day  beyond  the  close  of 
the  session,  and  gave  as  his  rfaaons — 

''  That  tlieir  nrfnption  would  be  unjust  to  lliefr  members 
of  Congrei>8  wtio  knew  the  will  ot  Uie  |ieople  tieller  tUon 
they  (lid  ;  lliul  U  would  be  iiidelieaie  lo  Mr.  Clay  ;  that  it 
would  iHKHcn  Ihe  weiclitof  Keinueky  in  the  nrzt  Adininls- 
trnlloii ;  that  it  was  b,!tter  lo  leave  their  inembffn*  of  Uoa- 
greM  to  act  ueeordili^  to  cuntiniteliriefl ;  tlull  the  weight 
and  imponatiee  ol'  the  State  and  the  wexleni  eouiitry  could 
ill  thai  iiiainier  be  best  secured  ;  Uial  our  uieiaberii  on  the 
jtjiot  would  he  llic  bent  judges  of  what  was  be^t  and  expe- 
dient; iltai  Ihe  mtoluiioiis  woulil  not  only  degrade  tlielr 
respected  lellnw-eilizeos,  but  throw  Kenlnclty  in  the  eieo- 
lioneeriug  nren.'i  in  Congress  cisnplctely  haiideuirtHl." 

Mr.  Shepherd,  a  member  of  the  Hnusei  said 
in  reply,  that  "some  of  the  friends  of  Mr.  Clay, 
he  had  n.)  doubi,  wished  to  defeat  the  resolution, 
and  leave  it  to  that  genlleninn  to  make  the  best 
bargain  lie  could;  but  he  did  not  wish  the  vole  of 
Kentucky  "  to  be  bartered  away,  or  that  M.'. 
Cloy  should  be  Secretary  of  Slate  lo  the  exclu- 
sion of  General  Jackson  as  President.  Bui  to  re- 
turn lo  the  letter  to  Messrs.  Colks  and  HorKiN*. 
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In  that  letter  he  said  thnt  the  rumor  timl  the  vote 
of  Kentucky  would  be  given  to  Mr.  Ad.ims,  wns 
traced  directly  to  h  h-tter  or  letters  wiiiten  early 
in  January,  by  iMr.  Clfiy  himself^  to  some  ol'  his 
fricnd«  in  'KenluckVi  not,  perliaps,  using  the  very 
words,  but  expressly  conveying  ilie  idea.  Now 
for  that  letter;  nnd  bul  for  thnt  letter,  he  would 
not  have  replied  to  his  colleao^ue  utall.  Sir,  here 
is  nn  extract  t'rom  a  letter  which  appt;aV-ed  in  the 
Kentucky  Argus  of  ihal  period:  and  from  that 
paper  itwaa  cojiied  into  all  the  Kentucky  papers, 
nt  least  in  all  of  them  that  were  friendly  lo  the 
election  of  General  Jackson.  The  dale  is  9lh 
January,  18^3;  and  it  was  a  letter  written  lo  Mr. 
K.  P.  Blair,  then  a  resident  t)f  Frankfort,  Ken- 
tucky: 

"A  iViftnI  of  Mr.  A'lnniM  rnmes  to  nip,  with  tear;*  In  his 
eycii.  nn>l  i^iys :  Hir,  Mr.  Ailnia--  Uun  nlw-'iyn  li;id  tli<>  j^n'ai- 
i*.«t  rfi^pcct  lur  >nu,  .111(1  Lhc  hi'^hcAl  ndinirminn  fur  yniir 
talent;].  I'ht'ff  U  no  station  to  which  you  iire  not  equal. 
You  WfTv  uiidt)uhtcilly  the  sevouil  choice  or'  New  Engluiul ; 
nnd  1  prny  you  to  roiiritdcr  whether  the  puttlic  good  and 
your  own  t'uiurK  intcrcstn  do  notdiittlnctly  |iolnt  yuu  tu  the 
course  you  ought  to  |jur.>«ue.  My  friend!*  eninrdiin  the 
helicl't)i:it  llieir  kind  wishes  towHrd»  nio  will,  in  the  end, 
be  more  Hkely  to  lie  iiccouipU.vhed  by  so  hcfiowing  thi*lr 
votes.  Your  Repreuentntive  is  (iidlnod  to  concur  with  n^ 
In  thcite  svntiiiKutJ! :  and,  u»  1  know  hit*  rei^pcct  for  ynur 
ophiiou,  I  rcqtie.-^i,  If  yoit  concur  in  niir  vit'wn,  tjuit  you 
will  write  to  liim  liy  rtturn  nmil,  to  .Mrcnsthen  him  iu  Uis 
iiiclinatloittt.    81m>w  thi!<  to  Crittenden  alone."  '' 

Now,  did  such  a  letter  exist?  That  was  tlie 
inquiry  to  which  his  colleague  the  other  day 
said: 

«^hU  was  too  grave  a  rharec  to  t>einadc  on  such  vague 
and  unerrlaln  grounds.  Until  that  Idler  was  produced, 
there  was  not,  in  hi'<  jud'>inr*iii,  any  evidence  bpfore  the 
country  that  the  leii«r  liad  lieen  written;  and  he  now 
challenged  his  colli;ii^ue,  and  he  would  hi;  re^punsihle 
for  it,  that,  it  Mr.  Clay  were  called  on.  Ik;  would  take  oft" 
every  shackle  frotn  the  correypondenco.  And  unlctis  \iU 
cnHrague  produced  tlio  letter,  he  Ktitd  his  nllcpnilon  »-tond 
condentned  bclon*  tlie  Aiucriemi  pcupic  and  the  civilized 
world."  . 

In  another  place,  his  colleague  said: 
•'That  h<'  had  never  -ijcard  of  the  letter  till  he  saw  the 
ktliT  u)  hi«  colleague,  lie  had  iievtir  tieen  il  in  hiit  life. 
And  lie  had  only  to  say,  in  rt'luUon  to  it,  that  if  there  was 
any  eucli  letter,' and  his  colle.isue  would  addre^is  a  line  to 
Mr.  Clay,  he  would  ihrnwort'nll  the  shackles,  and  diitclose 
lo  him  nil  the  corre^pl>ndence■" 

As  his  colU'aijue  had  proposed  to  htm  to  make 
a  call  on  Mr.  Clay  in  relation  to  this  letter,  he 
would  now  proposj'to  him  that  th^y  should  both 
join  in  that  call;  and  Cor  this  purpose  he  had  drawn 
upa  Ifttcr, addressed  to  Mr. Clay,  which  Ik*  hoped 
his  colleague  w<>uld  join  him  in  signing.  It  was 
duo  to  the  country,  and  due  to  Mr.  Clay  himself, 
that  this  matter,  considering:  the  inij»ortuncc  that 
had  btfeu  attached  to  it, should  be  Heitled;nnd  he 
would  now  say  l.'iat  if  Mr.  Clay  could  sliow  that 
Buch  a"  letter  did  not,  tind  never  did,  exist,  he 
should  cheerfully  take  all  the  pains  in  his  power 
to  retrieve  his  character  from  the  sli-^httst  impu- 
tation in  regard  to  it.  He  would  here  tisk  the 
Clerk  to  read  the  letter  he  had  drawn  up  for  his 
colleague  rojoin  him  in  signing. 

The  letter  was  then  handed  to  the  Clerk,  and 
read,  as  fi)llows: 

House  OF  ItEeRF:sENTATivt'fl,.?;»ry  28, 1844. 

Sib:  Th<?  public  notice  Iiuvihk  \wt\  called  to  a  letter, 
paid  to  have  been  written  hy  ytm  ni  WtiNliln^lon^ity,  tlie 
6lh  of  January,  l!^'i/i,  addre«si-d  to  Francis  I*.  Itlair,  then  a 
resident  of  Frankfort,  Kentucky,  touclilngihe  then  pending 
uresidcntlal  election,  in  which  it  is  charcird  you  .-aid  to 
Mr.  Hinir,  umuiis  oilier iliinj;^,  in  suhittiinee,  a*  follow.-): 

"  A  friend  of  Mr.  Adaiii^  eonM'4  to  nic  with  tears  in  his 
vyeti,  and  Siiys  :  Hir,^r.  Aihuti^  ha^  always  liadjhc  );reat- 
est  respect  for  you,  and  ilie  lii;iliest  ndnilnitioh  for  your 
talents.  Ther*!  Is  nnyintion  to  which  you  are  not  enual. 
You  were  undoubtedly  ttic  i^econd  choice  of  N(>w  Gnifhind, 
and  I  pray  you  to  cou«ider  whether  tlie  public  t;ood  and 
your  own  future  interest;!)  do  rifil  distinctly  point  tu  yuu  tlie 
courae  which  you  oujl.t  to  pursue. 

"My  friends  entertain  the  belief  thai  Ihcir  kind  wlihen 
towarctd  Hie,  will,  in  the  end,  Ire  more  likely  to  lie  acconi- 

titlidied  bv  i«o  bes^towing  their  votes.  Your  Ucprescnlatlvc 
»  iaclliicd  to  coni-ur  with  us  m  thi:se  ^cntlntenti  ;  nnd  an 
I  know  hi.H  ffjjpect  for  your  opinion,  I  retjiiest.  if  you  con- 
cur In  our  vicwi*,  that  >ou  will  write  to  hlin  by  return  mall 
lot>treusthen  him  In  his  inelinatiuni^.  Show  Ifils  to  Cril 
tender)  alone." 

To  avoid  all  inisapprehi-nslnn,  therefore,  nnd  to  the  end 
that  cven-h:indcd  jiuJiic*  may  he  done  to  oH,  we  resp^'ct- 
fully  a:»k  to  be  liiinrnied  whether  such  n  ItJtter  ever  ex- 
trited,  ^id  if  Ko,  thai  you  will  furnish  for  pyblication  (if 
within  your  reacli)  the  urigtnal,  or  a  copy  of  t«aid  letter; 
or  If  not  wlililn  your  nrach.  tliat  you  will  (jive  lull  autlmr- 
liy  to  Mr.  Rluir  to  publish  said  letter,  or  a  certified  copy 
of  It. 

Ktippcclfiilly,  your  obedient  servonu, 
Hun.  H.  Cl&y. 

Mr.  WHITE  had  only  to  say  to  his  colleague, 
in  reply  lo  his  proposition  to  unite  with  him  in  a 
call  on  Mr.  Clay,  that  he  could  not  enter  into  any 
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such  partnership.  He  could  say  to  him,  that  if 
hi^  woulil  address  that  letter  to  Mr.  Clay,  hu  hud 
no  doubt  ho  would  rec'civc  a  prompt  reply,  and 
evrry  exiilnnalioii  that  was  necessary. 

Mr.  GOYD  said  lie  chose  to  address  Mr.  Clay 
and  his  friends  in  his  place  as  a  repriseniative  of 
the  people;  and  he  could  not  suljject  himself  lo 
the  abuse  he  would  be  likely  to  receive,  unless 
proiecied  l>y  lli>'  shield  of  hiscolleasue.  He  here 
ni  his  place,  and  iu  the  character  of  a  Ilepresenl- 
alive  of  the  peofile,  addressed  Mr.  Clay,  and  he 
called  on  him  and  his  friends  to  explani  oil  the 
circumstances  connected  with  this  letter,  and  if  it 
did  not  exist,  to  show  it.  He  believed  in  his 
conscience  that  the  letter  did  exist,  to  the  pur- 
port, if  not  in  the  exact  words  he  had  tpioted 
He  had  additional  evidence  lo  prove  that  tlii.s  Id- 
ler existed.  Mr.  Clay  was  called  on  to  publish 
it,  but  refused,  allegint;  that  it  would  not  be  dec- 
orous to  do  so,  because  there  were  some  things 
in  it  that  were  of  a  private  nature;  but  that  tlie 
letter  had  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  cominil- 
tee  of  his  friend.s;  and  any  person  who  wanted 
to  see  it  might  do  so.  Many  did  see  it,  and  in 
this  way  the  copy  was  taken  that  was  published. 
But  there  was  other  proof  to  sustain  the  fact  that 
such  a  letter  was  written.  There  were  letters 
written  to  David  White,  the  Reprcsenlativespoken 
of  in  Mr.  Clay's  letter  to  Mr.  Blair,  lo  strengthen 
him  in  his  inclination  to  serve  Mr.  Clay,  by  vot- 
ing for  Mr.  Adams.  Mr.  Crittenden  wrote  a 
letter  to  strengthen  Mr.  White  in  lii.sinelinatinns, 
and  so  did  Mr.  Blair.  Others  of  Mr.  Clay's 
fiiends  wrote  letters  lo  him  with  the  same  object 
in  view;  and  these  appeals  proved  to  be  ^o  strong 
that  he  finally  voted  for  Mr.  Adams,  and  the  vote 
of  Kentucky  was  by  this  means  given  to  that 
gentleman.  Mr.  White  afterwards  came  out  in 
an  apology  to  the  people  of  his  district,  and  gave 
as  an  excuse  for  the  vote  he  gave,  the  urgent  let- 
ters he  had  received  on  that  subject:  and  said  that, 
in  giving  his  vote,  he  voted  for  Mr.  Clay,  and 
not  for  Mr.  Adams. 

His  colleague  the  otiier  day  had  asked  why  he 
had  not  read  an  extract  from  the  lesiimony  of 
Jcpllia  Dudley.  Of  Mr.  Dudley  he  would  remark 
that  there  was  not  a  more  highminded,lijunorable 
man  in  Kenlueky  lluin  he  was. 

Mr.  WHITE  remarked  that  he  agreed  willi. 
that. 

Mr.  BOYD  said  he  could  not,  therefore,  be  ac- 
cused of  being  afraid  to  hear  what  Mr.  Dudley 
said.     He  then  read  the  following  extract: 

*'  J.  Dudley,  a  member  of  the  Senate,  being  called  on, 
Ktatuil  on  the  tloiir  ot  the  Senate  t^ut,  ia  January,  I82.'>,  P. 
I'.  Ithiir  (Ihi?  lutlmiile  ami  eonfid'-iilial  e<irre<potidfnI  nnd 
friend  eCMr.  Clay,  who, as  wat*  proved  hynmnher  wlliirss, 
hail  stated,  three  or  fnur  weeks  b^'Iore  tlie  prepidenllnl  elcc- 
lion,  f/iut  Mr.  Clay  would  he  Secretary  0/  State  if  Mr.  ^tlmns 
teat  nttult  FresLtiritt  and  who  had  refused  to  swear,  when 
called  nn,  tipon  the  gromul  that  the  inlorniation  he  had  wa^ 
nbtninod  in  the  course  of  friendly  eoniinniiirnlions  nnd 
private  irorresponitenre,  vhich  he  lieemeit  eonfidentUd)  enine 
Into  the  E^euate  (;iiamher,  Heated  liim.<tell*  near  me,  and  in- 
quired my  opinion  on  llie  rcsolulioiKi  )ia^si;d,  requesting 
our  nienil>ers  of  Conpres.  to  voie  for  OrnTnl  Jark.-oa  n-* 
Pre^ldenlof  the  UnitfilHmtet!.  Mr.  B.  de^ireil  thai  1  would 
write  letters  retiuesling  the  nifrnhers,  and  particularly  1*. 
White,  t'ruui  Uii.'.  di^l^iet,  to  eo.nsult  with  Mr.  IJIny,  and 
r:>te  ft*  he  mi-^ht  desire.  To  ihl;^  I  ohjeelod,  and  gave  my 
revoiis  therefor. 

"Mr.  B.  appeared  suqirlKcd  that  I  should  raise  any  objec- 
tion?, partieulnrly  aa  I  wa.  opposed  toih'"  reiiOliiTions.  He 
said  tliat  a  niinilif-r  ol'ineiiibers  rd'lioih  Houses,  who  voted 
lor  the  resolutions,  had  lyritteti  stick  /cWerj,  and  that  I  eoulil 
do  il  Willi  more  propri*'ly.  He  said,  */  Mr.  iVhiJtr  could  f>e 
iiulncert  to  vote  for  Mr.  -IdnmSy  fie  tt'ould  ofit^in  the  vole  of 
KcnturJoj,  and  tnlh  it  tlie  votes  0/  most  of  the  irestern  States^ 
tcliich  uxtutd  elect  hint ;  in  which  case  Mr.  Ctatj  tvottld  ohlaiii 
the  apjtoiittment  of  Secretary  of  Stttte.  1  then  inquired  how 
lint  I'liel  had  bei.-n  ascertained.'  His  answer  wa=»,  tltnl 
letters  had  been  received  frim  zentlrmen  of  ttndou'tted  rerfrci 
ty  at  U'avhinstOH  city,  containitii  stich  iltfonnationy  ami  I 
tiiight  rely  Willi  eoiifidcnce  on  that  statement." 

This  was  the  testimony  to  which  his  colleague 
alluded  the  other  day, nnd  thin  asked  ifhecould 
rend  it  wilhouta  lilu.'ili.  Now,  his  colleague  must 
look  to  oilier  eheekfi  if  hi' expected  to  find  ablush 
on  the  rending  of  such  testimony  as  that. 

Mr.  WIHTE  had  not  alluded  to  the  gentlemen 
from. Kentucky.  , 

Mr.  BOYD.  Well,  that  was  the  testimony  of 
Jeptha  Dudley:  and  with  other  lesiimony,  it  went 
lo  show  that  a  letter  had  been  there,  nnd  that  it 
had  done  its  work.  David  White  said  that  he 
had  received  many  letters,  nnd  that  he  cast  his 
vote  with  the  express  view  of  making  Mr.  Clay 
Secretary  of  Stale,  believing  that  he  should  be 
pleiisinghis  constituents  by  doing  so. 


After  a  few  other  observations,  be  adverted  to 
the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
[Mr.  White,]  in  relation  to  evidence  furnished 
by  Mr.  lieiiton.  General  La  Fayette,  the  editor  of 
the  Richmond  Eoquiier,  (fee;  and  he  expressed 
surprise  that  his  colleague  had  not  made  some 
reply  to  the  notice  which  Mr.  Ritchie  had  taken 
of  his  speech,  iu  which  notice  there  was  ah  accu- 
sation of  making  garbled  extracts. 

Mr.  WHITE  asserted  that  he  had  given  bia 
extracls  f.iirly. 

Mr.  liOVD  then  proceeded  to  notice  the  declara- 
tion of  bis  colleague,  that  he  had  not  heard  of  this 
letter  until  he  siiw  it  mentioned  in  liis  (Mr.  B.'j) 
communication:  and  after  recapiiulating  tlie  testi- 
mony adduced,  he  proceeded.  Mr.  Trimble  said 
hevoied  for  Mr.  Adams,  because  it  was  distincUy 
ascertained  that  he  would  mnki;  Mr.  Clay  Secre- 
tary of  Stale.  General  Metcalfe  said  they  "  could 
not  possibly  get  Mr.  Clay  made  Secretary  of 
Slate  wilhout  voting  for  and  electing  Mr.  Ada  ins. " 
Mr.  P.  .lolin.-ion  said  he  voted  for  Mr.  Adams  to 
gel  Mr.  Cluy  made  Siereiary  of  .State.  This  was 
the  testimony;  and  from  il  there  was.but  one  iuer- 
ilable  conclusion.  Bui,  in  addition,  he  had  whata 
very  distinguished  man  [Mr.  McDiffie)  thought 
of  that  transaction;  he  believed  the  evideni-e  of 
the  liansaction  was  clear  enough  to  satisfy  any 
court  of  justice: 

"I assert,  (says  Mr.  McDrrrii,  of  ?outll  Carolina,)  asti 
am  trittiits  t3  stake  rny  humhle  hlock  of  reptJatinu  1171011  Ike 
truth  of  the  asserti:tH,  that  the  tirettmsttmces  of  the  iTtrmr- 
dinartt  coalition  betifceit  ,idun^'i  attd  C:  .1/  ftirtii^tt  .7,  t.'rjw; 
cvulence  of  atiahanttoittiteitlof  p^lUii  • 
of  Mr.  Clay,  antl  of  a  corru/it  yjtili 
and  Mr.  Jidams,tts  is  ordiitatily  rr,j:. 
guilt  of  those  II  Im  are  charged  in  a  rynrt  u/"  qitnrt'i  stuiu%i 
urith  the  ommon  crimes  knotni  to  the  tuip." 

His  colleague,  in  his  remarks,  poii  •  ^   •-  •■  -■ 
eral  distinguished  men,  and  he  won' 
lo   some.     He   would  point  to    n    o      ;     ;  ' 

Whig  member  of  Congress  from  Virginia  now  on 
this  floor,  who  was  said  lo  have  joiiR-d  in  a  reso- 
lution of  this  sort. 

Mr.  WELLER  inquired  lo  whom  the  gentle- 
man alluded.' 

Mr.  BOYD  replied,  Mr.  Willoccbbt  Nkv- 

TON. 

The  resolutions  were  as  follows: 

"  Resolved,  That  we  regord  the  evidence  already  WfMe 
the  public  as  amply  sutiicient  lo  verify  the  • 
rupl  understanding  helween  John  ij.  Aii.i 
t.'hiy,  by  whieli  tliey  were  eimhli'd  10  elevul 
olTice,  coulrary  In  ilie  strongest  Indicntions 
of  the  people. 

"  Resolved,  That  we  regard  the  example  tints  ?et, 
p,ising4o  auction  the  highest  oflices  of  rftate,  a^  an  I 
ble  slain  on  the  republican  party  of  our  connirr,  a 
marking  tiie  approueil  of  that  dfcay  ol'piililic  infkfillAV 
is  tlie  cun^lunt  forerunner  of  the  ruin  of  repul4ics.'* 

He  then  quoted,  in  support  of  his  position,  like 
testimony  of  Mr.  Badger,  a  member  of  the  late 
Adminislration;  but,  as  his  time  was  nearly  ex- 
hausted, he  hurried  on  lo  the  question  in  relatiea 
to  Mr.  Clay's  vole  on  the  repeal  of  the  luinkrtrpt 
law,  than  which  there  was  never  a  more  direct 
violation  of.pid)li.-,  senlimenl  by  n  Representati»e 
of  the  people.  The  opinion  of  Kentucky  was  weH 
knownontliatsubjeci;andMr.  ("lay  ha(lprof»»»ed 
lo  hold  il  to  be  the  duly  of  the  Repres.  nialire  to 
carry  out  the  wisliesof  his  constituent,  no  matter 
how  a  knowledge  of  those  wishes  was  obtainod. 
Such  were  his  opinions  before  1824 — before  he 
turned  his  back  on  Democracy,  that  he  might  fa«, 
as  he  has  ever  since  been,  locked  in  ihe  embrace 
of  Federalism. 

Here  the  Chairman's  mallet  announced  the  ex- 
piration of  Mr.  Boru's  hour,  and  he  resumed  bis 
seat. 

Mr.  C.  B.  SMITH  next  obtained  the  Boor,  and 

adverting  10   the   remarks   of  a   en!!  ■- ■   '  Mr. 

Owen]  in  relation  to  the  poverty  01  -i- 

ness  of  the  English  citizens,  eonlemi.  -ra 

occasioned,  not  by  her  proteciion  of  h-r  innuu- 
faetures,  but  of  her  breadstuffs,  and  in  conse- 
quence of  her  nristocniey,  Inr  paro|icred  hie- 
rarchy, &<■.  He  asserted  that  I  here  »aa  no 
analogy  between  the  systems  of  the  mo  eou*- 
iries.  He  iheii  entered  into  some  II 
trntions  of  the  •peralion  of  the  larili  d 

free  trade,  quoting  largely  frotn  Ali.""*  '  y- 

Mr.  S.  denied  that  the  farmer   v,  i* 

alleged  by  ihe  oppoin  nia  of  Ih'"  prtin 
for  his  iini>letnentsof  husbandry.      '■ 
gentleman  from  IndinrMi  if  the  peoj 
tricldid  not  buy  their  iron  cheaper  n*)*  liiaa  UJ<y 
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oppoiiPiiUof  a  uroii'-tive  inrifTassunK-d  iliiit  pro- 
tection to  inanuriicluivs  increased  tlip  prices  of  iho 
aitic'os  of  gi'iiirriil  coiisiimption.  Now,  to  agree 
to  tliis,  lie  must  resist  the  evidoncea  of  his  own 
senses.  Hf  knew  iliat  upon  cvi>ry  article  upon 
which  the  duties  had  been  increased  the  price  liad 
fallen.  He  never  had  contended  that  the  tariff 
alone  brought  down  the  price's  of  articli<8  of  con- 
sumption, but  that  diminished  prices  were  the 
consequence  of  it.  How,  therefore,  the  people 
could  be  taxi'd  on  those  articles,  the  prices  of 
which  had  been  reduced,  was  a  mystery  to  him. 
It  was  true  that  the  prices  of  cotton  and  woolen 
goods  hud  lately  been  raised;  but  this  was  a  con- 
sequence of  the  enhanced  price  of  ootion  and 
wool,  and  of  labor;  and  it  was  principally  because 
the  protective  principle,  when  carried  out,  would 
increase  the  price  of  lalior,  that  he  went  for  it. 

His  colleague  (Mr.  Owes]  expressed  his  sur- 
prise that  the  advocates  for  a  protective  tariff, 
who  maintained  the  doctrine  that  protection  re- 
duced prices,  should  petition  for  a  reduction  of 
duty  on  railroad  iron.  Now,  he  could  exiilaiii 
that  matter  satisfactorily  to  his  colleague.  Thi'ic 
was  little  or  no  railroad  iron  manufactured  in  this 
country,  and  that  was  the  reason  (there  being  no 
com)>«tiiion  with  the  foreign  products)  that  the 

Erice  had  not  fallen;  but  let  a  sufficient  protection 
E  given,  so  as  to  build  up  that  branch  of  manu- 
factures, and  he  had  no  doubt  but  that  his  friends 
in  Pennsylvania  would  in  time  produce  itcheaper, 
and  of  better  quality,  than  the  English  articles. 
But  hi.s  colleague  hud  admitted  that  a  protective 
tariff  enabled  the  Amifrican  manufacturer  to  sell 
his  goods  cheaper;  and  he  thanked  him  for  the 
admission. 

Mr.  S.  yielding  the  floor  for  explanation, 

Mr.  oWEN  said,  he  had  not  intended  either 
to  assent  or  deny  that  those  benefited  by  an  ex- 
clusive market,  could  afford  to  sell  cheaper  on  that 
account;  his  argument  was,  that  even  if  that  b<; 
so,  it  remained  then  to  be  proved  that  they  would, 
in  point  of  fact,  sell  cheaper. 

Mr.  C.  B.  SMITH  said  he  had  taken  the  report 
from  the  National  Intelligencer. 

Mr.  OWEN  supposed  the  reporter  might  have' 
somewhat  misunderstood  him,  though  the  re- 
ports given  in  tliat  paper  of  his  remarks  had  been 
111  general  very  accurate  and  fair. 

Mr.  C.  B.  SMITH  said,  that  if  it  was  true 
that  the  imposition  of  duties  raised  the  price  of 
an  article,  how  happened  it  that  the  price  of  wheat 
liad  not  been  affected  by  it.'  Suppose  the  duty 
were  to  be  increused  fidy  per  cent,  on  A^reign 
wheat:  would  that  increase  the  price  of  the  arlicie? 
No  man  in  his  .senses  would  say  that  it  would; 
and  yet  it  was  pretended  that  the  duly  on  coarse 
cottons  increased  the  prices  on  tlicni.  Mr.  S. 
continued  his  argument,  showing  the  effects  of 
the  present  tariff  on  prices;  and,  in  conclusion, 
took  a  general  view  of  the  whole  subject  of  pro- 
tection, contending  that  the  sysleni  was  best  cal- 
culated to  promote  the  welfare  and  happiness  of 
the  country.  He  spoke  to  the  end  of  his  allotted 
time  in  a  discussion  of  the  general  question  in- 
volved in  the  measure  before  the  House. 

Mr.  KING,  of  New  York,  next  obtained  the 
floor,  and  coinnieiiced  by  observing  that  no  party 
ill  this  Government  could  desire  the  adoption  of 
a  system  of  direct  taxation,  and  hence  some  indi- 
rect mode  must  be  resorted  to;  and  a  tax  on  im- 
ports was  found  (he  least  objectionable  and  the 
most  convenient.  He  then  delivered  an  elaborate 
speech  ill  opposition  to  the  present  loriff. 

Mr.  MARSH  addressed  the  committee  in  favor 
of  the  protective  system,  of  which  betook  a  view 
from  its  commencement  down  to  the  act  of  1H43. 
He  contended  for  its  constiiulionnlily  and  expe- 
diency, and  that  it  was  eminently  calculated  to 
promote  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  the  coun- 
try. He  argued  that  protection  to  American  man-  j 
Ulactiires  was  necessary,  to  build  up  a  home 
market  for  the  products  of  agriculture;  for  foreign 
nations  never  would  receive  them  unless  com- 
pelled to  do  so,  and  there  was  no  other  mode  of 
obtaining  a  market,  but  by  building  up  one  at 
home.  He  also. contended  that  the  operation  of 
the  present  tariff  was  mild  and  beneficent;  deny- 
ing that  it  operated  as  an  oppressive  tax,  or  that 
it  increased  prices  to  the  consumer. 

Mr.  BIDLACK  obtained  the  floor,  and  spoke 
for  a  few  moments  in  favor  of  the  protective  sys- 
tem; when  he  gave  way  to 


tee  rose,  and  reported  progress. 

Mr.  BilODHEAD  offered  n  resolution  totcrni- 
innie  debate  on  the  tariff  bill  next  Wednesday 
weik,  at  one  o'clock. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  moved  to  amend,  by  strik- 
ing out  **one  o'clock  Wednesday  week," and  in- 
-seiting  "Monday  next,  at  two  o'clock."  Mr. 
I),  then  demanded  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  KING,  of  New  York,  moved  that  tho 
House  adjourn;  which  motion  was  rejected — ayes 
25,  noes  71. 

Mr.  WHITE.moved  acall  nfthe  House;  which 
motion  was  rejected — ayes  4,  noes  95. 

Mr.  WHITE  offeretl  a  resolution,  as  a  privi- 
leged motion,  Ihat  the  House  adjourn  over  until 
Friday  next,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the 
carpels  and  cleaning  the  Hall. 

No  quorum  voiiiig  on  this  motion, 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  New  York,  moved  that  the 
H<iuse  adjourn;  which  motion  was  rejectid. 

Mr.  WHITE  then  moved  a  call  of  the  House; 
which  motion  was  rejected. 

And  ih^n  the  Hou.se  adjourned. 


The  foIlowinR  petition!),  presented  lOHiny,  were  banded 
to  the  reporters  by  the  inoiiihen*  pn-senlinir  them  : 

By  Mr.  Mcl'AtJSLEIV  :  The  pelitio'i  of  sundry  eitizeni 
oft^drroll  county,  Ohio,  praying  f<ir  a  donnUon  ol'Ianil  tor 
a  eenuiii  echeol  as.s(ieiiiuoit  in  ttnid  county;  wtlich  waj 
referred  lo  liie  ('oinniitlee  on  I'ublie  Lundi*. 

Ily  Wr.  flEAN:  Tiie  peliUiin  of  J.  \V.  Oawford  und 
Ulirly-eight  tillierti,  citizens  of  Wayne  county,  (lliio,  pray- 
ins  Coimrcss  to  extend  tlie  prnvision«  of  Uie  ordinance  of 
1~B7,  regululini;  the  iiorlhvveBl  Territory,  ovi-r  tlie  Terri- 
tory of  Oregon  ;  which  was  referred  to  tlio  Committee  on 
'I'errilrtrics. 

Alio,  the  peUtion  of  J.  B.  Brovrn  nnd  Billy-flve  olliern, 
ofSlarke  coimiy,  Olito,  praying  the  reduction  of  ponlage 
on  leliers  and  new.^papers.  und  loatxtiisti  itie  franking  priv- 
ilege ;  wliich  wnt  rel'erred  to  liic  Coniinittee  on  tlie  Post 
Olheeand  I'o^t  Roadie. 

Uy  Mr.  KEN.\EI)Y,of  Indiana:  Four  several  renion- 
Blrances  of  llie  citizens  of  Allen,  one  of  .Sleubcn,  two  of 
Nolilcj  two  of  De  Kalb,  one  of  Ilnntiiiglon,  iwortf  .\d.tin«, 
one  of  Blackford,  and  one  of  Gram,  counlieii,  in  liie  State 
of  Indiana,  niiinernn-ly  signed,  all  remonstrating  against 

removing  llie  land  olliee  Ironi  ihe  city  of ,  where  It  Ls 

now  luealed  ;  wliich  were  referred  to  llie  Coniinittee  of  the 
\Vhi>|i',  to  wiiotn  was  referrird  a  billon  the  same  suttject. 

By  Mr.  II  AUi'EU :  Tlie  petition  of  cieorge  Anderson  and 
forty -5even  others,  citi/.ens  of  VVanliington,  Guernsey  coun- 
ty ;  of  William  A.  Talbgtt  and  ihiny-lwo  others,  citizens 
of  Heaver  lownship,  in  said  County  ;  of  Jotni  T.  Herbert 
and  thirteen  others,  citizens  of  Knox  townslitp,  in  said 
counly,  praying  thai  tile  present  larifl'law  may  nut  be  dis- 
turb<'d. 

By  Mr.  UELFE  ;  The  pelillon  of  C.  T.  Woods  and  thir- 
ty-nine others,  inhahitantii  of  Crawford  eoiiiily,  Missouri, 
asking  the  establishmentof  a  post  routefrom  Pott  William 
to  Liule  Prairie,  Crawford  county. 

By  Mr.  MOUKIS,  of  Pennsylvania  :  A  petition  from  cit- 
izens of  •'^liippeiisburg,  Pennsylvania,  against  any  modifi- 
cation of  the  larJtl  of  184'j,  and  two  memorials  from  citi- 
zens of  Clark's  Kerry,  Pennsylvania,  against  a  repeal  of 
Uic  tarifl'  as  prejudicial  in  llie  lilgtiesl  degree  to  the  pros- 
perity of  all  hraneiies  of  American  industry. 

Also,  a  memorial  Irom  II.  Mande.alield  and  others,  citi- 
zens of  Philadelphia,  asking  the  establishment  of  a  dry- 
dock  at  thai  purl. 

By  .Mr.  WHIGIIT,  of  New  Jersey;  The  memorial  of 
William  Pennington  nnd  five  hundred  and  Beveniy-ttirec 
oliiers,eilizens  oi"  iVcwark.  New  Jersey  ;  also,  iho  memorial 
of  Georgi:  D.  Cabot  and  seventy-nine  others,  citizens  of 
t^priiiglietil,  Essex  county.  New  Jersey,  prutesling  against 
any  change  of  tiie  present  uiriff. 

fly  Mr.  ST.  JOIIN:  The  petition  of  Thomas  Morrison 
and  sixty-six  citizens  of  Hancock  county,  Ohio,  asking  the 
esml)llshiiieii(  of  a  mail  rente  from  Findlay,  in  Hancock 
county,  to  Iloundhead,  in  Hardin  cuiinty,  tJtiio;  also,  the 
petition  uf  Jacob  Koseiiiierg  and  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
iwo  others,  cilizens  of  Uancoi-k,  Hardin,  Putnam,  aiid 
Allen  counties.  In  the  State  of  Ohio,  .isking  the  establisli- 
inent  of  a  inall  ruiile  from  t'lndUiy,  In  Hancock  county, 
to  Konndliead,  in  Hardin  county,  Ohio;  which  were  re- 
ferred lo  llie  Conuniltee  mi  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Itoads. 

By  Mr.  .SAMPLE:  The  petition  of  O.  E.  Lory  and  sev- 
enty five  others, citizens  of  the  Fort  Wayne  and  Winnemac 
land  district,  11  the  Mate  of  Indiana,  praying  tiiat  some 
regulation  may  he  made  by  law  for  rei:laitiHng  the  wet 
lands  in  those  districts  by  drainage;  also,  tlie  petition  of 
James  T.  Waterhon^eand  lhirty-fiveolhers,ciUzensof  tlie 
same  districts,  for  liie  same  object. 

By  Mr.  C.Vi'LIIV  :  The  petition  of  Anna  Yerrington,  of 
Salem,  Cnnneeticnt,  praying  lor  a  pension ;  which  w&n 
referred  to  the  Colnmiltee  on  Revohuionary  Pensions. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Ule  Witsbinglon  Total  Abslinenee 
Soeiely,  praying  that  the  spirit  ration  in  tiie  Army  and  N'avy 
be  ahfdished ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Couiluillee  on 
Naval  Atfairs. 


■      IN  SENATE. 
Wednesuat,  May  ] ,  1844. 
Mr.  EVANS  presented  a  petition  from  the  heirs 
of  George  White,  for  commutation  pay;  which 
was  referred  lo  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Claims. 
Mr.  CLAYTON  presented  the  proceedings  of 


favor  of  the  reannexaiion  of  Texas  as  a  portion 
of  the  territory  of  the  United  Stales;  which  were 
referred  to  ihe  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  WALKER  presented  a  letter  from  J.  L. 
O'SuIlivan,  showing  the  necessity  of  legislation  on 
the  subject  of  punishment  for  piratical  robberies 
commitU'd  on  the  high  sens,  according  to  the  de- 
gree of  criminality;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  CHOATE  presented  the  petition  of  the 
selectmen  of  Springfield,  Massachusetts,  concern- 
ing the  boundary  line  of  lands  belonging  to  the 
United  .Stales  in  that  town;  which  was  relerrcd  lo 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  presented  the  proceedings  of 
a  large  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Mecklenburg 
county,  North  Carolina,  at  which  strong  resolu- 
tions were  adopted  in  fuvor  of  the  reannexntinn  of 
Texas  as  a  portion  of  the  territory  of  the  United 
Slates;  which  were  read,  and  referred  t»tlie  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  BAYARD  presented  the  proceedings  of  « 
meeting  held  in  the  cily  of  Wilmington,  Delaware, 
at  which  resolutions  were  adopted  in  favor  of  the 
annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United  States  as  part 
of  their  territory.  He  also  presented  a  memorial 
of  persons  who  attended  the  same  meeting,  ad- 
dressed to  Congress, and  praying  for  the  ratifica- 
tion of  ihe  pending  treaty  between  the  United 
States  and  Texas.  The  proceedings  and  memo- 
rial were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations. 

^  Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  a  memorial  from 
a  number  of  citizens  of  the  third  congressional 
district  of  Pennsylvania,  asking  the  Senate  to 
ratify  the  treaty  for  thcannexation  of  Texas;  and 
if  that  could  not  be  done,  lespectfullynskingthat 
Texas  be  received  by  both  Houses  of  Congress 
into  the  UnionasaTerritory  of  the  United  Slates. 
He  was  acquainted  with  several  of  the  signersof 
this  memorial,  who  were  highly  respeclablemen. 
As  it  was  a  short,  he  would  ask  llint  it  be  read. 
The  memorial  \yu3  accordingly  read. 

Also,  the  protest  or  memorial  of  a  number  of 
citizens  of  the  county  of  Washington,  State  of 
Peiin.sylvania,  remonstralinq  against  ihe  ratifica- 
tion of  the  treaty  to  annex  lexas.  Having  had 
one  read,  he  hoped  the  other  might  be  read  also. 
It  was  accordingly  read.  Both  memorials  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on^Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  had  been  requested  to  present 
the  remonstrance  of  certain  citizens  of  Onondaga 
county,  State  of  New  York,  against  the  ratifica- 
tion of  the  treaty  lo  annex  Texas,  which,  without 
reading,  he  moved  might  be  referred  lo  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  relations.     It  was  so  referred. 

Also,  a  similar  memorial  signed  by  sundry 
citizens  of  the  county  of  Ontario,  in  that  Stale, 
which  he  moved  might  be  referred  lo  the  same 
committee.     It  was  so  referred. 

He  had  also  been  requested  to  present  the  me- 
morial of  W.  B.  Davis,  which  stated  that  he  be- 
lieved he  had  invented  a  boat  for  the  removal  of 
sand-bars,  which  would  be  a  great  improvement 
in  the  navigation  of  rivers.  The  memorialist 
desired  to  submit  liis  plan  to  Congress,  with  a 
view  to  its  employment,  if  it  could  be  brought 
into  use.  The  ineinurial  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  presented  three  memo- 
rials from  citizens  of  Oneida  county,  in  the  State 
of  New  York,  remonstrating  against  any  altera- 
tion in  the  tariff;  which  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

BILLS  PASSED. 

The  following  bills,  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
yesterday,  were  read  the  third  lime,  and  passed: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Newman; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ephraim  D.  Dickson; 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  school  trustees,  or  other 
lawful  authorities  having  charge  of  the  subject  of 
common  schools,  in  surveyed  township  forty- 
eight  north,  of  range  ei|;liteen  west,  in  the  county 
of  Cooper,  and  Stale  of  Missouri,  lo  enter  a  sec- 
tion of  land  in  lieu  of  section  sixteen,  in  said 
county,  for  the  use  of  schools; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hiram  March; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  l^ampau; 

A  bill  authorizing  a  patent  to  be  issued  to  Jo- 
seph Campau,  for  a  certain  Iract  of  land  in  the 
State  of  Michigan; 
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A  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  Duval  and  other 
Chcrokecs; 

A  bill  for  the  roll' f  of  W.  R.  Davis;  and 
A  bill  for  ihe  rclii  f  of  David  RobI). 
The  Senate  then  adjourned  to  Friday. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
■Wednesday,  May  1,  1844. 

The  Journal  of  ycstcrdny  having  been  read, 

Mr.  WHITE  rose  lo  niovencorreclion.  Itwns 
alaled  in  the  Journal  tliot  lie  had  moved  thai  when 
the  House  adjourned  it  should  adjourn  lo  meet  on 
Friday.  Now,  he  staled,  when  he  made  that  mo- 
tion, II  was  for  the  purpose  of  having  the  carpels 
taken  up,  and  the  Hall  cleaoid;  and  lie  ihrrefore 
wished  the  motion  to  be  entered  on  the  Journal 
as  he  made  it. 

Mr.  WELLER  said  that  was  the  argument  of 
the  gentl^an.  He  made  the  motion  to  adjourn 
over  to  Friday,  and  gave,  as  a  reason  for  it,  that 
it  was  to  have  the  carpets  taken  up. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  said  it  was  not  usual  to  put 
the  reasons  for  a  motion  on  the  Journal,  and  he 
should  object  lo  it. 

Mr.  WHITE  said  that  his  motion  was  to  ad- 
journ over  to  Friday,  for  tlie  purpose  of  having 
the  cjirpets  taken  up.  Tliat  was  liis  motion,  and 
he  wisiied  the  reporters  to  iioiicc  it. 

Mr.  WELLEll  said  that  was  the  reoson  given 
by  the  gentleman;  butthe  real  object  was  to  attend 
th«  Whig  convention. 

Mr.  WHITE  said  perhaps  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  might  know  more  of  his  moiives  ilimi  \uirr- 
self;  but  he  had  slated  his  object  truly.  He  with- 
drew his  motion. 

Mr.  WELLER  made  some  reply,  not  heard. 

DKM!().\TE  FBOM  KI-OIIIDA. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  of  Pennsylvania,  offered  a  reso- 
lution lo  take  from  the  files  tlio  petilion  eonle.sting 
the  seat  of  Hun.  Mr.  Lr.vY,  Delegate  from  Flor- 
ida, and  refer  it  lo  till'  C(Hnmittee  of  Elcrtinns. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  resolution  was  not  in 
order  but  by  general  eonsent. 

Mr.  C.  jOHN.SONand  others  tibjected. 

Mr.  LEVY  wished  to  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  at  whose  instiinee  his  resolution 
was  offered.  He  wished  to  know  if  it  was  at  the 
instance  of  any  of  bis  constituents. 

The  SPEAKEIUri  marlied  that  the  resolution 
was  not  before  ihe  House,  and  such  questions 
were  out  of  order. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  of  Pennsylvania,  rose  to  reply 
to  the  inquiry  made  ofhitn;  but 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  and  others  objected;  and  he 
took  his  scat 

CLOSE  OF  Di;l!.\TE. 

The  resolution  offered  yesterday  eveningby  Mr. 
Brodiicad,  to  take  tin:  tariff  bill  out  of  commiltee 
at  one  o'clock  on  Wednesday,  the  8ili  iiislnni, 
on  which  the  previous  question  had  been  moved, 
came  up  for  consideratitni,  the  question  being  on 
the  amendment  of  Mr.  Drumgoole  to  substitute 
Monday  next. 

The  question  was  put  on  seconding  the  previous 
question,  and  the  vote  was — ctyes,  57  noes  44. 

No  quorum  voting, 

Mr.  C.  JOHNS-ON  moved  n  call  of  the  House. 

Some  conversation  took  place,  when  the  motion 
for  a  call  of  ihe  House  was  willidrawn,  there  be- 
ing evidently  a  quorum  present. 

The  question  w«s  again  taken  by  tellers  on 
seconding  the  previous  question,  and  carried — 
ayes  70,  noes  51. 

The  main  question  was  then  ordered. 

Mr.  DIIOMGOOLE  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays,  which  were  ordered;  and  the  vote  was  taken 
on  his  omendment,  and  rejected — yeas  3H,  nays 
101. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL,  rose  before  the  vole 
was  announced,  and  asked  permission  to  vote. 
He  said  he  was  not  within  the  bar  at  the  time  his 
name  was  railed,  but  was  in  the  lobby,  m  con- 
versation with  the  Texan  minister,  and  he  should 
like  now  to  record  his  vote. 

Permission  was  not  granted. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  lo. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  of  Pennsylvania,  renewed  bis 
motion  to  su.spend  the  rules,  lo  give  him  an  op- 
portunity to  oueraresolution;  buthis  motion  was 
not  agreed  to,  very  few  voles  being  given  in  its 
Bup]>ort. 


BCSINKSS  OF  TUE  DISTRICT. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  KIRKPATRICK,  the 
first  three  legislative  days  after  that  on  which  the 
House  may  dispose  of  the  tariff  bill,  were  set 
apart  for  the  consideration  of  the  business  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  instead  of  the  first  tliree 
d  "s  of  May,  which  will  be  consumed  with  llic 
d.o^ussion  of  the  tariff. 

TIIK  T.^niFF. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  McKAY,  the  Hotme  re- 
solved itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  stale  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Hoi>kivs  in  Ihe 
chair,)  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  tariff 
bill. 

Mr.  BIDLACK  resumed  his  speech  which  he 
suspended  yesterday  for  a  motion  to  rise,  observ- 
ing that  he  should  labor  under  much  embarrass- 
ment, in  consequence  of  the  limit  to  which  he 
inu.st  confine  bis  remarks.  If  he  had  had  snlli- 
cicnt  time,  he  should  have  liked  lo  have  gone  into 
the  comparative  merits  of  the  law  of  1812,  and  of 
the  l>ill  under  consideration;  but  his  time  would 
not  permit,  and  he  should,  therefore, jnore  par- 
ticularly  speak  of  the  iron  inUrrest,  wliieli,  iu  his 
State,  was  one  of  great  importance.  Gut  he  would 
first  observe  thai,  as  a  general  rule,  he  would  be  dis- 
posed to  tax  the  bixnriesof  life,  and  such  articles 
as  came  in  competition  with  tloniestic  produc- 
tions. He  would  so  tiix  imports  as  to  enable  ihe 
domestic  fabricator  to  compete  with  the  fiireign 
manufacturer,  while  neither  was  permitted  lo  im- 
pose upon  the  consumer;  and  if  ollierduties  were 
necessary,  he  would  impose  them  on  the  luxuries 
of  life,  admitting  free  of  duty  such  articles  as  are 
of  prime  necessity,  but  are  not  produced  in  this 
country. 

After  giving  a  passing  notice  to  the  remarks  of 
the  gentleman  from  Alai):nna,  [Mr.  Rei.sku,]  in 
relation  to  the  English  corn  laws,  and  the  impo- 
sition of  duties  generally  for  the  support  of  Ihe 
Army  and  Navy  of  that  country,  he  ."aid  this 
country,  too,  hatl  to  support  an  Army  and  Navy 
for  the  proiection  of  its  citizens  and  their  com- 
merce. Of  the  importance  of  our  commerce, 
some  idea  might  be  formed  from  the  fact  that 
there  was  paid  to  the  British  Government  duties 
on  the  iniportaiioii  of  American  produce,  which, 
in  the  year  183i),  amount>d  to  upwards  of  twen- 
ty-six million  dollars,  and  in  1840  to  upw;irds  of 
twi'iuy-eigbl  million  dollars.  He  went  through 
various  alalistlcal  slaiemenls  on  this  subject,  and 
noticed  the  interests  of  Pennsylvania,  particularly 
hir  coal  and  iron,  which  he  was  continuing  when 
the  Chairman  announced  the  expiration  of  bis 
allotted  hour. 

Mr.  BUFFINGTON  next  addressed  the  com- 
mittee in  favor  cpf  the  protective  system,  and  dis- 
played at  much  length  itsefferts  lui  the  prosperiiy 
of  continental  Europe  and  of  England.  It  was 
(he  said)  the  established  policy  of  the  world  when 
our  Government  went  into  operation,  and,  as  a 
natural  and  necessary  consequence,  it  was  estab- 
lished here.  Under  the  old  Cmifederntion  it  was 
the  favored  policy  of  the  Government,  and  was 
continued  as  such  on  the  adoption  of  the  Federal 
Con^itulion.  Mr.  B.  then  went  into  the  eonsti- 
tutionaliiy  of  the  queslion,  and  argued  that  the 
power  to  protect  domestic  manufactures,  by  lay- 
ing duties  on  imports,  was  expressly  granted  to 
Congreiis  by  the  Consliiiition.  This  po\ver  was 
not  only  granted  to  Congress  by  the  Constitution, 
but  the  exercise  of  it  was  prnliibiied  lo  the  Suites. 
The  constitutional  power,  therefore,  he  consid- 
ered as  settled  beyond  a  doubt.  If  the  Govern- 
ment did  not  possess  the  power  lo  protect  its  own 
domestic  industry,  that  power  was  extinct — 
lost  forever;  and  our  Government  stood  alone 
in  the  family  of  nations,  without  any  power  lo 
protect  itself  from  injurious  commercial  regula- 
tions of  other  nations. 

Having  concluded  the  constitutional  part  of  his 
argument,  Mr.  B.  proceeded  lo  argue  in  favor  of 
the  expediency  of  the  proteciive  system.     This 
Government  was  established   for  the  purposes  of 
protection.     The  whole  GovernmenI,  from  the 
iiighest  lo  Ihc  lowest  of  its  functio'na,  was  insti- 
i  luted  for   that  object.     AVhat  was  the  object  of 
1  the  Navy^  but  for  the  proteciion  of  commerce  and 
I  the  proteciion  of  the  country  from  foreign  inva- 
I  sion.'    What  was  the  object  ofexpending  millions 
1  for  the  support  of  an  Army,  bul   for  tlie  protec- 
tion of  the  citizens  and   territory  of  the  United 
[states?    The  whole  oliject  of  Government  we.s 


protection;  to  protect  the  weak  agsinst  the 6lroii» 
and  the  simple  against  ihe  desi;niiig.  °' 

Mr.  I!,  took  occasion  to  notice  the  policy  of 
England,  which  had  always  been  lo  pmtcct  iu 
domesiic  industry:  and  he  added  ihnt  ii  wniibe 

firotection  she  had  given  toiler  mnnufnclurriiiliji 
ind  made  her  the  greatest  nation  onenrih.  Lwik 
at  England,  and  how  gri:ai  and  powerful  the  bvi- 
tern  of  proieeiion  had  made  her.  She  ttoodnow 
the  weallliii'sl  iniiion  that  ever  existed. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  (speakingacrojrsibcfloorlsaid: 
.She  owes  a  debt  thai  is  more  than  nil  she  is 
worth,  and  that  all  the  money  in  the  world isnot 
enough  to  pay,  while  the  greal  mass  of  her  pop. 
ulatioii  is  starving. 

Mr.  BUFFINGTON  said  the  secret  that  n- 
plaineil  the  great  wealth  of  Great  Britain  nasihu 
she  proiecteil  her  commerce,  her  nLinufiifiufs, 
.■\nd  her  agricullnre.  lint  it  was  urged  lliol  Grnil 
Britain,  Ihoiigb  wenllhy,  oppressed  tliogrenimafs 
of  her  citizens,  and  that  her  population  was  in  a 
starving  condition.  Now,  he  contended  iliat this 
was  not  a  coiiseqnence  of  her  prolrriive  syvlrm, 
but  of  her  form  oi' Government.  In  Englunil  iWia 
was  an  established  Church,  and  a  numerous  bodf 
of  clergy,  supported  at  the  expense  of  the  pfsi- 
ple.  There  was  also  an  expensive  Governmert, 
with  a  large  military  and  naval  esinblishmrnt, 
nntl  a  hereditary  nrislocmey ,  who  weresiipportrd 
in  the  same  manner.  All  these  kept  the  yn^ 
down, and  caused  I  be  misery  and  desiilution  which 
were  so  extensively  felt  in  that  cnunlry. 

Mr.  B.  then  went  into  an  arginiient  to  prow 
that  a  protective  tariff  did  not  increase  the  pnn 
of  imjiorted  articles,  anil  conlendeil  tlinllhrdutjr 
did  not,  as  had  been  argued  on  iheolhoriidp,f«ll 
on  the  consumer.  He  laid  it  dnwii  that  »bere 
an  article  of  foreign  manufacture  was  not  pro- 
du'"ed  at  all  in  this  eonnlry,  then  the  rnnsuinfr 
paid  the  duty;  but  where  ibe  article  was  manu- 
factured in  this  country,  ihe  competition  of  the 
American  maiuifactuns  in  the  foreign  raatkrt 
kept  down  the  price,  and  made  ilie  duly  fall  piirllr 
on  llie  consumer,  and  partly  on  the  foreign  pni- 
ducer. 

He  conlc-nded  that,  by  the  protection  of  rail- 
road iron  alone,  n  very  large  amount  of  money 
would  be  saved  to  the  country,  to  the  adrnntar 
of  all  its  domesiic  interests,  porlicniarly  the  fann- 
ing, which  was  peculiarly  favored  bytheproter- 
tiiui  of  llie  manufai'turers.  He  then  rommenKfl 
on  llie  duties  for  the  protection  of  sail,  and  ei- 

firessed  his  astonishment  that  sny  one  should 
lave  proposed  the  rediiGtif>non  sail,  and  therery 
flood  flic  country  with  a  foreign  nriide,  to  the 
destruction  of  the  domestic  article,  and  the  injury 
of  the  revenue,  at  a  time  w^lnn  the  Titastirf 
needed  all  the  supplies  it  could  procure.  He 
then  made  an  appeal  to  the  commiltee  ia  behalf 
of  the  farming  interest,  with  which  he  was  con- 
nected. 
Mr.HUBARD,  on  rising,  observed  that,hnTin; 

on  a  former  occasion  delivered  his  opinions  pretty 
much  at  lenglli  on  the  subject  of  a  prolrtli" 
Uiriff,  he  should,  on  the  present  occasion, content 
himself  with  st;iling  very  concisely  the  reasons 
why  he  should  vote  for  the  bill  before  the  con- 
niitlce,  and  whv  he  was  opposed  in  the  tariff  of 
1842.  He  should  not  ^o  into  any  consiiiulioosJ 
argument  of  this  question,  bul  purpcwd  to  make 
a  plain,  common-sense  speech.  Hewosin  favor 
of  a  revenue  tariff  which,  while  it  nfforded  ao 
adequate  support  feu- the  Government,  would  p« 
as  much  proteciion  lo  manufactures  as  W"»  "i^ 
cessary.  To  this  extern  he  was  willing  to  pro- 
tect manufactures.  If  vi-e  look  back  lo  the  ndoin- 
istraiion  of  Presidents  Washington  and  Jeffewnt 
we  shall  find  that  manufactures  were  more  pfW" 
perous  than  they  ever  have  been  since;  «'«''*''' 
find  that  commerce  and  agriculture  were  boln 
more  prosperous;  and,  indeed,  the  whole  cooniry 
enjoyed  a  greater  share  of  prosperity  ihaniicw 
had  done  iu  lati:r  times.  He  invited  pnilcmea 
to  look  back  into  the  early  period  of  ific  hwi"iT 
of  the  Republic  for  the  result  he  had  descnM- 
Up  to  1816,  the  duties  had  varied  from  ten  to  fifteen 
per  cent.;  and  under  those  low  dulics,  it  «•• 
found  that  our  commerce,  manufaclutrs,  an« 
agriculture  were  pros|>erons  and  increaamf- 

Now,  when  gentlemen  pointed  to  On  at  Brttti" 
as  a  model  fur  our  imitation,  he  would  call  iw" 
attention  to  the  fact  that  the  tariff  of  Gn-at  briu" 
never  was  for  the  protection  of  manufaciiin^.  I" 
for  the  proteciion  of  the  landed  interest.    He  I" 
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it  from  the  report  of  Mr.  Hume,  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  tlint  the  revenue  accruing  from  duties 
imposed  for  the  proioction  of  manufuciures  did 
iiommouTit  to  Imlfii  million  pounds  sterling.  In 
England,  the  tariO'  was  imposed  for  the  protec- 
tion of  agrieullcire;  here  it  was  imposed  for  the 
protectinu  of  manufactures.  There  ihe  revenue 
for  duties  on  the  importation  of  manufactures  did 
nutnmnuiil  tnhalf  a  million  pounds  sterling;  lii:re 
three  fourths  of  our  revenue  was  derived  from 
duties  imposed  for  the  i>nitection  of  manufactures. 
He  would  invite  the  attention  of  gentlemen  who 
were  in  favor  of  a  protective  tariff  to  nnoiher  fact 
stated  in  Mr.  Hume's  report,  and  that  was,  that 
the  Cf)ttou  manufacture,  being  the  Uranch  that  was 
Ihe  leofit  protected  in  England,  was  the  most  flour- 
ishing, while  the  silk  manufacture,  which  had 
been  protected,  was  u  small,  dwindling  concern. 
In  France,  on  the  other  hand,  where  the  silk  man- 
ufacture was  not  protected,  it  was  the  most  thriv- 
ing of  any  of  the  branches  of  industry  of  that 
country.  He  would  nsk  genthinen  to  look  at  the 
prosperous  condition  of  our  commerce,  manufac- 
tures, and  agriculture  in  the  times  of  General 
Washingtcni  tind  Mr.  JolTerson,  when  the  duties 
were  low,  and  then,  turning  iheir  attention  to  the 
depre.-i.sctl  condition  of  all  these  branches  under  a 
eysli.'m  of  liigh  duties,  explain,  if  they  could,  wliy 
it  was  that  their  favorite  system  had  been  followed 
by  such  results. 

In  connection  with  this  part  of  the  subject,  he 
would  hand  up  to  the  Clerk, and  nsk  himloread, 
a  report  made  by  Mr.  Gallatin  (the  then  Si-crclary 
of  the  Treasury)  to  Congrcsa  in  1810.  The  Clerk 
ihiq  read  extracts  from  this  report;  in  which, 
among  other  things,  it  was  staled  that  the  manu- 
facturing industry  of  the  country  was  in  the  most 
prosperous  condition;  that  a  number  of  articles 
of  manufacture  which  arc  slated  in  the  report, 
were  manufactured  to  a  sufficient  extent  lo  aup- 
idyilhe  consumption  of  the  country;  that  n  num- 
ber of  others  which  were  also  enumerated,  were 
established  on  a  firm  and  stable'basia,  and  were 
prosperous  and  increasing;  and  Mr;  Gallatin  at- 
tributes the  flourishing  condition  of  the  manufac- 
turing industry  of  the  country  to  ihc  absence  of 
tliose  restricliona  on  trade  and  commerce  which 
operated  so  injuriously  in  other  countries.  In 
tills  country,  the  report  added  that  every  species 
of  trade  was  uiilrammeled,  and  open  lo  idl. 

Mr.  H.  then  showed  from  the  same  report  the 
flourisliing  condition  of  our  commerce  at  the 
Bamv  period,  and  ihe  great  amount  of  our  exports 
compared  with  what  they  have  been  under  a  sys- 
tem of  high  duties.  It  appeared  by  the  Sicts  he 
had  adduced,  that  our  protective-larifT system  had 
cut  down  the  comnuiT.eofthe  country,  and  thrown 
the  nianufacluresaliead,  but  hud  not  thrown  them 
ahead  lo  the  extent  that  lliey  were  progressing  in 
the  days  of  General  Wnsliington  and  Mr.  Jefler- 
Bon.  This  proved  conclusively  that  the  tariff 
system  was  oppressive  and  injurious  on  the  com- 
merce of  the  country.  He  begged  gentlemen  to 
notice  and  reply  to  these  facts.  Mr.  H.  then  re- 
plied to  the  argument  so  often  used  by  \be  pro- 
tectionists, that  a  high  tariff  produced  low  prices. 
If  this  ii'as  so,  he  asked  of  them  what  they  wanted 
with  high  duties  as  a  protection.  Their  interest 
ns  manufacturers  required  high  prices  for  their 
productions.  Why,  then,  did  they  clamor  for  a 
system  which,  as  ihey  said,  had  the  effect  of  re- 
ducing the  prices  on  their  commodities.'  Mr.  H. 
replied  at  length  to  this  part  of  the  argument. 

He  subiniiied  lo  the  committee  for  considera- 
tion, and  it  would  be  seen  that,  if  a  high  Uriff 
reduced  prices,  that  policy  would  be  suicidal.  If 
that  doctrine  were  true,  the  policy  of  the  manu- 
facturer would  be  lo  go  for  free  trade,  as, accord- 
ing to  their  views,  its  tendency  would  be  to  in- 
crease prices.  But  ihey,  nevertheless,  came  here 
and  asked  for  the  piussiigc:  of  a  tarilT  act,  as  a  pro- 
tection against  the  pauper  labor  of  England,  and 
to  keep  up  prices;  ond  when  obtained,  tliey  turn 
round  and  say,  this  boon  which  you  have  given 
us  is  a  curse,  instead  of  a  blessing.  Now,  instead 
of  reducing,  he  contended  that  a  tarifl"  increased 
the  price  of  goods;  but  if  it  was  seriously  con- 
tended that  the  tariff  reduced  prices,  what  would 
be  thought  of  it  by  our  farmers  and  tobacco- 
growers,  for  whose  interests  some  gentlemen  pro- 
fessed to  have  so  much  regard.' 

Having  Slated  some  objections  to  the  act  of 
Ki2,  lie  now  proposed  to  givi;  a  few  reasons  why 
be  should  support  the  jill  before  the  committee. 


There  were  some  things  in  this  bill  of  which  he 
did  not  entirely  approve,  but  he  preferred  it  to 
the  act  of  1842.  In  the  first  place,  he  opposed 
the  acts  of  1841  and  1842  because  they  increased 
the  taxes  for  the  benefit  of  the  manufaclurers; 
whereas  the  bill  now  under  consideration  would 
reduce  taxation.  The  Whig  party  had  appeared 
to  think  that  high  taxes  were  a  felicitous  mode  of 
relieving  the  country,  and  by  their  tarilTacts  tliey 
had  greatly  increased  tlie  taxes.  Mr.  Fillmore, 
in  an  explanation  of  their  plan,  stated  that  it  was 
designed  to  raise  $27,00I),U00,  being  $11,.W0,000 
more  than  was  raised  by  the  preceding  system. 
The  Whig  Administration  came  into  power  as  a 
"  reform,  reircnchineni, and  economy  Adminis- 
tration; but  how  had  they  exhibited  the  appro- 
priateness of  their  character.'  The  Whig  parly 
increased  taxes,  while  the  Dimocratic  party  had 
reduced  tuxc-s.  He  slated  many  statistical  facts 
here,  in  support  of  his  assertion,  a'ld  then  pro- 
ceeded to  notice  the  effects  of  the  Whig  lorifi  on 
particular  interests.  He  read  letters  from  Mr. 
Washington  Irving,  our  minister  lo  Spain,  and 
Mr.  Wheaton,  our  minister  at  Berlin,  addressed 
to  Mr.  Webster,  then  Secretary  of  Stale,  lo  show 
the  injurious  effects  of  the  tariff  on  the  tobacco 
trade. 

He  next  replied  lo  the  argument  which  had 
been  made  against  the  position  llini  low  duties 
increase  the  amount  of  revenue,  based  on  the  di- 
minished revenue  since  1833,  under  the  reduced 
dutit.'S  of  the  compromise  at'l.  This,  however,  he 
attributed  to  the  increase  of  the  free  list.  He  con- 
cluded with  the  remark  that  he  would  not  consent 
to  a  policy  by  which  any  interest  would  be  sac- 
rificed for  the  benefit  of  another.  He  was  willing 
that  each  should  be  cherished  with  the  like  care, 
but  he  would  not  assent  to  injustice  to  any. 

Mr.  GRINNELL  next  addressed  the  commit- 
tee, and  gave  some  reasons  why  he  opposed  the 
bill  before  the  committee.  He  took  a  view  of  the 
effects  of  the  duty  on  salt,  and  the  number  of  salt 
works  on  the  sea-coasi,  for  the  purpose  of  show- 
ing the  advantage  of  the  protection  given  to  that 
article,  and  the  injurious  effects  that  would  result 
from  a  withdrawal  of  that  protection.  In  that 
event  all  these  salt  works  would  have  lo  be  aban- 
doned, and  the  people  engaged  in  them  would  be 
driven  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and  would  enter 
into  com  petition  with  the  agriculturists,  who  were 
already  too  numerous.  He  did  not  believe  that 
the  taking  off  the  duty  would  lower  the  price  of 
the  article,  ihough  it  would  destroy  the  domestic 
manufacture.  His  chief  objection  lo  the  bill  was, 
that  it  would  not  allord  a  revenue  adequate  to  the 
8Ui>port  of  the  Government;  and  for  this  reason 
alone,  if  others  were  wauling,  he  would  oppose  it. 

It  had  been  urged  as  an  argument  against  the 
protective  system,  that  the  pro6t8  of  the  manu- 
facturers were  enormous;  and,  in  answer  to  that, 
he  would  stale  thai,  for  the  two  years  previous 
to  the  last,  the  manufacturing  estaulishmenis  had 
not  made  any  money;  but  in  the  last  year  ihey 
had  sold  off  their  surplus  stock  on  hand,  which 
enabled  them  to  declare  the  dividends  about  which 
so  much  had  been  said.  He  had  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that  these  manufacturing  establishments 
would  not  divide,  under  the  present  tariff,  exceed- 
ing six  per  cent,  for  the  next  five  years.  The 
number  of  these  establishments  was  increasing, 
and  the  competition  to  be  produced  by  them  would 
bringdown  their  proCt.s.  The  princip'il  business 
of  his  district  was  ihe  whale  fishery;  out  his  con- 
stituents were  all  in  favor  of  protecting  manufac- 
tures by  a  system  of  duties,  because  they  felt  that 
their  own  iiilercsls  were  best  promoted  by  such  a 
course  of  policy. 

Mr.  DUNLAP  said  he  rose  with  aome  reluc- 
tance to  offer  his  views  on  the  bill  then  under  the 
consideration  of  the  committee,  the  importance  of 
which  was  conceded  by  all.  In  discussing  a  sub- 
je,t  on  which  SUch  a  diversity  of  opinion  existed, 
II  should  be  their  aim  to  discusa  it  with  fairness 
and  candor,  and  lo  act  on  it  as  among  brothers 
and  friends,  and  not  as  if  among  foes  and  enemies, 
ll  was  the  avowed  object  of  every  gentleman,  in 
examinations  like  this,  to  search  after  truth;  and 
no  man  capable  ofcxerting  any  influence  over  the 
people  should  seek  to  attain  his  object  by  cover- 
ing it  up.  Truth  was  modest  and  unassuming; 
and  they  should  make  themselves  like  her,  and 
support  their  opinions  with  moderation  and  fair- 
ness. While  patience  and  perseverance  would 
unlock  the  vault  they  wished  to  explore,  and  place 


the  treasure  they  sought  within  their  reach,  it 
would  be  unwise,  with  a  rash  and  impetuous 
hand,  to  force  the  door.  There  was  no  clearer 
principle  in  morals  than  that  prepossession  had 
the  power  of  swaying  the  judgment.  On  this 
principle,  a  judge  was  disqualified  from  sitting  in 
judgment  in  his  own  case.  The  principle  waa 
equally  true  in  theory  as  in  practice. 

Now,  if  we  come  to  this  discussion  with  one 
particle  of  prejudice,  our  judgments  are  swayed 
lo  ft  degree  in  proportion  to  the  prejudice  WB 
enleruiin.  Let  us,  then,  come  to  this  discussion 
not  as  northern  men,  not  as  southern  men,  not 
as  western  men,  but  let  us  throw  off  the  garments 
we  wear  al  lA>me,  and  here  unite  together  in  the 
investigation  of  truth.  Let  us  find  out  if  we  can, 
what  is  truth  for  the  northern  States,  what  is 
truth  for  the  middle  and  southern  States,  and 
what  is  truth  for  the  western  States;  and  then  let 
the  great  and  important  interests  of  these  different 
ecclinns  of  the  country,  with  extended  hands, 
march  to  the  center  and  there  make  a  compromise 
which  will  be  advantageous  to  all^-each  giving, 
each  receiving,  each  sacrificing,  and  being  sacri- 
ficed, in  such  a  manner  that  the  amount  given 
and  the  amount  received  shall  be  equal. 

It  appeared  to  be  a  law  of  nature  that  all  a  man 
hath  will  he  give  for  his  life;  but  one  man  could 
not  be  expected  lo  pay  for  the  life  of  another. 
There  was  great  proiiriciy  in  each  man  paying 
for  himself;  but  how  shouliJ  the  necessary  revenue 
for  the  Government  be  raised?  He  proceeded  to 
contend  that  a  poll-tax  waa  highly  objectionable, 
and  that  duties  on  imports  was  (lie  proper  mode 
of  raising  revenue.  He  ne.xt  examined  the  effect 
of  imposts  on  the  country.  He  was  opposed  to 
a  tariff  that  would  be  largely  productive,  because 
the  people  desired  the  Government  lo  be  econom- 
ically administered;  and  a  redundant  treasury, 
whether  the  individual  or  the  Slate,  engendered 
extravagant  habits  and  tastes,  which  produced 
ultimate  calamity.  And  n;;ain,  it  could  not  surety 
be  a  wise  policy  to  raise,  oy  tax,  any  sum,  and 
return  it  again  to  the  persons  by  whom  it  was 
paid.  The  evil  of  such  a  system  was  palpably 
evident. 

He  contended  that  the  contributions  front  the 
General  Government  to  the  Stales  being  received 
at  different  times,  the  consequence  would  be  a  gen- 
eral derangement  of  ihe  currency.  He  next  pro- 
ceeded to  inquire  whether  Congress  had  the  power 
to  impose  duties  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  man- 
ufactures. He  admitted  that  Congress  had  the 
power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts, 
and  excises,  and  to  provide  for  the  general  wel- 
fare of  the  United  States;  and  it  was  contended 
that,  for  these  objects.  Congress  had  no  restriction 
but  its  own  will.  This  doctrine  he  denied.  The 
Constitution  was  a  touch-stone,  by  which  all  the 
measures  of  Congress  were  to  be  tried;  and  this 
power  not  being  found  in  the  Consiiliition,  there 
was  nothing  to  authorize  it  to  be  taken  as  an 
incident.  Mr.  D.  then  went  into  an  argument  at 
length,  and  showed  that  the  exercise  of  ihe  power 
was  unconstitutional.  On  the  subject  of  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  public  londs,  he  laid  down  the  prop- 
osition that  the  public  lands  were  the  properly 
of  the  Government;  and  contended  that  there  was 
no  power  granted  to  Congress  to  give  them  away. 
It  was  a  reserved  power,  and  could  not  belong  to 
Congress  till  granted  by  the  Sthtes.  When  tha 
revenue  derived  from  the  sales  of  the  lands  was 
in  theTreasury,  it  was  to  all  intents  and  purposes 
the  property  of  the  Government,  and  Congress 
had  not  the  power  to  give  it  away.  If  Congress 
possessed  the  power  to  give  away  revenue  col- 
lected into  theTreasury  in  this  way,  it  followed 
OS  a  necessary  consequence  that  Congress  could 
impose  duties  for  the  porpos?  of  oiUecting  money 
to  be  distributed  lo  the  Stales.  This  was  a  doc- 
trine that  no  man  would  have  the  hardihood  to 
support.  Mr.  D.,  after  arguing  in  rx(ciMo  on  tlii» 
head,  returned  to  the  subject  of  a  tariff,  and  en- 
tered into  an  examination  of  a  revenue  tariff  and 
a  protective  tariff.  The  prohibitory  tariff  would 
prevent  revenue,  and  leave  the  Goveriimi^nt  to  be 
supported  by  a  direct  lax.  This  was  the  extreme 
of  the  case.  There  was  another  extreme,  the 
result  of  which,  as  to  revenue,  was  the  same;  and 
that  waa,  where  there  were  no  duties  at  all.  It 
therefore  seemed  lo  him  that  there  was  u  medium 
between  prohibition  and  free  trade,  which  would 
produce  the  greatest  amount  of  revenue,  and  this 
was  the  policy  he  thought  best  for  this  country. 


-^^^"^'^"^v- 


A  few  more  remarks  were  made  by  Mr.  D., 
when  the  chairman's  hammer  fell,  announcing 
tliat  Mr.  D.'s  h')iir  was  out. 

Mr.  POLLOCK  then  obtained  the  floor;  but 
gave  way  to 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL,  who  moved  that  the 
committee  rise. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  POLLOCK  then  expressed  his  willingness 
to  go  on  with  his  remarks  now.  (le  commenced 
by  declaring  lliat  he  was  perfectly  disinterested 
in  this  question;  that  lie  wiis  not  pcraonally  inter- 
ested either  in  the  manufactures  i)r  in  the  iron  and 
coal  trade  of  Pennsylvania;  and  th;U  he  possissed 
but  a  small  interest  ni  thca4,'ricuUurc  of  that  State. 
He  was  therefore  disinterested,  except  so  far  as 
ho  had  the  welfare  of  the  people  of  liis  State  at 
heart.  He  deemed  it  alrnnst  a  work  of  supirer- 
ogation  lo  address  the  committee  in  favor  of  tin.' 
American  system.  He  considered  that  the  tarilT 
act  of  1843,  which  it  was  nowattem|)ted  to  repeal, 
was  its  own  best  defender  and  its  own  best  advo- 
cate; and  he  advised  gentlemen  who  doubted  the 
expediency  of  the  American  system,  to  look  back 
at  what  the  condition  of  the  country  was  previous 
to  the  enactment  of  the  law,  and  now  see  what  it 
is  under  its  op.'rations.  He  would  ask  these 
gentlemen  what  they  attributed  the  change  in  the 
condition  of  the  country  to,  if  not  lo  that  law. 
He  considered  the  operations  of  tiiat  act  as  supe- 
rior to  ull  the  statistical  tables  that  had  ever  been 
compiled,  atid  containing  more  valuable  informa- 
tion than  could  ha  found  in  all  the  writers  on 
political  economy,  from  Adam  Smith  i.  -vn  to 
this  day. 

Mr.  P.  then  went  into  a  general  arfjument  on 
the  constitutionality  and  expediency  of  the  pro- 
tective systiau,  anti  ciidi-avdreil  to  sliow  that  the 
act  of  1812  had  operated  most  beneficially. 

Mr.  COBB  next  obtaimd  the  floor;  but  it  being 
nearly  five  o'clock,  pave  way  to 

Mr.  WELLER,  on  whose  motion  the  com- 
mittee rose. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


'I'lii^  followint  was  prtjiieiited  lo  cinv  iinderthc  rule  : 
Hy  Mr.  li.ATIIill.'N^  A  reinimsiraiic.:,  Mpncil  by  John 

Mi'Vitl.  Sloeitm  Ilriwliiiid.  ntul  iiinciy'tbur  oilier?,  agaiutfl 

dbturliiii^  I'.ie  prui^ent  turiir  law. 


HOUSE  OF  RKPRESENTATIVES. 
Tiii'asDAr,  .May  '2,  1844. 

Mr.  McKAY  moved  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
State  of  the  Union,  for  the  purpose  of  proceed- 
ing with  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  modil'y 
and  amend  the  tariff  act  of  184'J. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  requested  the  gentleman  from 
Korth Carolina  to  witlidraw  tliatmoiion  toenablc 
liim  to  move  a  reconsideration  of  the  vole  by 
which  the  Ilou.ie  yesterday  agreid  lo  sel  apart 
for  the  business  of  the  District  of  Columbia  the 
first  three  days  succeeding  that  on  which  the  Uiriff 
bill  should  be  disposed  of.  His  object  was  to 
get  up  the  election  bill. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  moved  the  postponement  of 
the  consideration  of  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  till  lo-morrow. 

Mr.  VANCIv suggested  still  a  later  day. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  remarked,  thai  as  the  tarifi" 
bill  would  be  disposed  of  on  Wednesday  next,  he 
would  modify  his  motion  so  as  lo  postpone  lo 
Thursday  morning,  when  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider could  be  Uiken  up. 

In  that  shape,  the  motion  to  postpone  was 
agreed  to. 

POST  OFFICE  BILL. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  asked  the  House  to  lake  up 
the  bill  from  the  Senate  "  to  reduce  the  rates  of 
postage,  limit  the  use  and  correct  the  abus"  of 
the  franking  privilege,  and  to  prevent  frauds  on 
the  Post  Otiice  Department;"  so  that  it  might  be 
referred  lo  the  Commillec  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

The  bill  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and 
referred  lo  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

SENATE  BILLS  REFERBED. 

Mr.  WELLER  suggesti-d  that  there  were  va- 
rious bills  from  the  Senate  on  the  Speaker's  table, 
and  that  they  had  better  be  disposed  of. 


The  following  bills  were  accordingly  read  a 
first  and  second  lime,  and  appropriately  referred: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Newman; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ephraini  D.  Dickson; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Hiram  March; 

An  act  for  ihe  relief  of  Josefili  Cnmpau; 

An  acl  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  George  Duval  and  other  Chernkees; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  R.  Davis; 

An  act  for  tliereliif  of  David  liobb; 

An  acl  to  authorize  the  school  trustees,  or  other 
lawful  authorities  having  charge  of  the  auliject 
of  common  schools  in  surveyed  township  forty- 
eight  north,  of  range  eighteen  v/est,in  the  county 
of  Cooper,  anil  State  of  Missouri,  lo  enter  a  sec- 
lion  of  land  in  lieu  of  section  sixteen,  in  sail'  wn- 
sliip,  for  the  use  of  schools; 

An  act  authorizing  a  patent  lo  be  issued  to 
Joseph  Campau,  for  a  certain  trnrtof  land  in  the 
Stale  of  Michigan;  and 

An  act  for  -the  purchase  of  certain  copies  of 
the  History  of  Oregon,  California,  and  the  other 
Territories  on  the  northwest  coast  of  North 
America. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTERS. 

The  standing  committees  were  next  called  for 
reports,  limited,  however,  lo  such  os  would  nol 
give  rise  to  debate;  and  the  following  were  pre- 
sented: 

Mr.  McCLERNAND,  from  the  Committee  an 
Commerce,  reported  a  bill  lo  authorize  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  to  allow  the  names  of 
registered  ves.sels  to  be  changed;  which  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  ihi;  Whole  House. 

Mr.  DAVI.S,  of  Indiana,  from  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  res- 
olution of  the  House  of  the  25tli  of  March  last, 
upon  the  subject  of  preemptions  to  lands  in  the 
counties  of  Tipton  and  Richardsvllle,in  Indiana, 
for  county  seats,  made  a  report  thereon,  accom- 
panied by  a  bill,  granting  the  right  of  preemption 
to  a  quarler  section  of  land  to  the  counties  of  Tip- 
'On  and  Richardsville,  in  the  State  of  indiaiia; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  lime,  and  coni- 
mitled  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  ihc  state 
of  the  Union. 

^u  motion  of  Mr.  D.WIS,  of  Indiana,  it  was 

Orticrclf  TilM  llle  Ci>mtii!llee  on"  Pilhlic  Lands  lie  dif<- 
r!iari;»*d  iVom  the  eniiHidenuioii  nl'  Uie  petUion  of  Rubcrl 
•fybold ;  niiil  Uiat  It  be  relerred  lo  llic  Coiuiiiiltee  on  Prl- 
ite  Land  CIniniti. 

Mr.  HUBARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  made  a  report  upon  the  subject  of  aullioi- 
izing  scrip  in  exchange  for  Virginia  military  boun- 
ty land  warrants,  accompanied  by  a  bill  author- 
izing the  issue  of  scrip  in  exchange  for  military 
bounty  land  warrants;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  lime,  and  committed  lo  the  Committee  of 
the  Wholi:  on  the  elate  of  the  Union. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HUBARD,  ii  was 

Hctolved,  That  iwn  thnti^'.lnd  extra  copies  of  the  rep*^rt 
from  tttc  C'otiiniitlee  on  Public  Lands  on  military  bnunty 
land  claims  be  printed  for  tJie  use  of  Uic  House. 

Mr.  KIRKPATRICK,  from  the  Committee  for 
the  District  of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  for  re- 
pairing the  roofof  the  court-house  in  Alexandria, 
accompanied  by  a  report  in  writing;  which  hill 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  committed 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Union. 

Mr.  S.VIITH,  of  Illinois,  from  the  Committee 
on  Revolutionary  Claims,  made  a  report  upun  the 
petition  of  Mary  W.  Telfair,  accompanied  I  y  a 
bdl  for  her  relict;  which  was  read  a  first  and  sec- 
ond time,  and  committed  lo  a  Commillec  of  the 
Whole  House. 

Mr.  SEVERANCE,  from  the  Commiitce  on 
Private  Land  Claims,  made  nn  adverse  report  on 
the  petition  of  Aichibald  D.  Palmer;  whi  h  repo- 
was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  SEIDELL, from  the  somccommiltce,  made 
a  report  upon  the  petitions  of  Franjois  Christien 
and  widow  Eaptiste  Berard,  accompanied  by  a 
bill  for  their  relief;  which  was  read  a  firsi  and  sec- 
ond time,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House. 

Mr.  HUNGERFORD,  from  the  Commiitce  on 
Revolutionary  Pensions,  made  a  report  upon  the 
petition  of  Marcay  Olds,  widow  of  JohnStewarl, 
accompanied  by  a  bill  for  her  relief;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  lime,  and  referred  lo  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 


Mr.  OWEN,  from  the  Commitite  on  Roods 
and  Canals,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
Ihe  Senate  entitlid  "  An  act  to  direct  llielraMfrr 
to  the  Slate  of  Maryland  of  the  stock  held  byilie 
United  States  in  ihe  Chesapeake  end  Ohio  canol 
upon  certain  ciMiditions,"  reported  the  same  with- 
out  amendment;  and  it  was  refericd  to  the  Com- 
mittee ofihe  Whole  on  the  slate  of  ilic  Union. 

Mr.  PR.\TT,  from  the  Coniniiitee  on  Public 
Buildings,  made  an  adverse  report  upon  tlic  rtw- 
luiinn  ofthtr  Hoiiss  of  the  aSth  of  March  liisl,in 
relation  to  <-hangiiig  the  Congress  Library  room 
into  a  Hall  of  Reor.  aeiitatives;  which  report  wu 
laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  COLLAMER,riom  the  Committee  on  tke 
Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  tl.o  bill  to 
gram  to  the  State  of  Illinois  a  right  of  woy  tbroarh 
the  public  lands  of  the  United  States,  ancl  for 
other  purposes,  reported  an  nnundatory  bill, 
accompanied  by  a  report  in  writing. 

Mr.  C,  from  the  same  committee,  msde  tn 
adverse  report  upon  the  bill  to  gnnit  preemption 
rights  lo  actual  settlers  on  lands  acquired  try  treaty 
from  the  Miami  Indians,  in  Indiana;  whirli rrpott 
was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  BENTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Indim 
AflTuirSjlo  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  tke 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  relation  lo  irtj- 
passrsupon  Indian  lands, niadearcportth>reon, 
acconipanii-d  by  a  hill  to  |)revenl  irespassi-snpoo 
the  Indian  lands;  which  bill,  by  general  cons?iii, 
was  carried  through  its  difl'creDl  slag«a,  lod 
passed. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  from  the  CommittM  on 
Indian  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  F. 
A.  Kerr;  which  was  read  Iwice,  and  rcfirttd  lo 
a  Commidee  of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  HARALSON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  from  the  Sen«l« 
for  the  relief  of  Caroline  C.  Clilhrrnll,  widnw  of 
Dr.  Georgtt  C.  Clilherall,  late  a  surgeon  in'tke 
Army  of  the  United  Slates,  and  rccommfndeil 
that  the  said  bill  do  not  pass;  which  wasrtftrifd 
to  a  Cnmmittee  of  the  W^liole  House. 

Mr.  ATKINSON,  from  the  Committct  on 
Naval  Affairs,  lo  whom  was  referred  the  biH 
from  the  Senate  entitled  "An  act  f«r  the  rdirf  of 
James  M.  Mcintosh,  a  commander  in  the  Nwf 
of  the  United  Siali's,"  made  a  report  theiron, 
and  recomioendid  that  tin-  said  bill  do  not  pan. 

Mr.  MURPHY,  from  the  Committee  on  S»«»I 
Affairs,  submitted  a  report  of  a  minority  of  the 
.said  committee  in  relation  lo  the  hill  from  tk« 
Senate  for  the  reliij"  of  James  M.  Mclntosli.  » 
commander  in  the  Navy  of  the  Dnitfil  Sutfs; 
which  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House. 

Mr.  PARMENTER,  from  ihe.ComniiliMoi 
Naval  Affairs,  made  an  adverse  report  upon  the 
claim  of  Thomas  W.  Gordon;  which  »a«  lail 
upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL,  ititii 

Orcicrid,  Tbut  llie  C'oinmiltee  on  Koreijn  Affiiir»  1*  il"- 
charped  from  ilie  cnnsldcraiion  of  ihe  pcuiion  of  Cadartiie 
Kn?uct,-widow  of  Coiidy  Raguei,  and  tlioi  It  do  Ue  ■■  I" 
utile. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL,  from  Uic  sifcie  cam- 
miltec,  reported  the  lollowiiig  resolution;  whiel 
was  agreed  to. 

Rcsolccl,  Tlinl  tlic  President  of  tlie  United  SIMM'*''- 
nuestcd  to  inlerpn.*e  his  (rood  offices  ttiili  lln-  nriti-'i  t'"^- 
crnnient  for  tin;  relriisc  of  UenJ-'-n' 
A'erniont,  Pauniel  \ewcomi',  of  '  :i.. 
and  ntlier  .Aiuerican  prisoners  of  Van  ' 

Mr.  McILVAINE,  from  the  Corainiliw  M 
Revoluiionary  Pensions,  made  a  .eport  iipondjj 
case  of  Susanna  Warner,  nccompunied  by  ■hill 
for  her  relief;  which  bill  was  read  u  first  nnditc- 
Olid  lime,  and  commilted  to  the  Commitleeof"" 
Whole  liouse. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RATH  BUN,  the  roratoitw 
on  Revolutionary  Pensions  were  disc,  ^cdfrom 
the  consideration  of  a  number  of  cases containe* 
in  the  report. 

Mr.  COLLAMER,  from  the  same  eomoiiw, 
reported,  without  amendment,  a  bill  for  lie  rel" 
of  Stanley  Wliiu;,  accompanied  by  a  report  u 
writing. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PRATT,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  llie  (■onimiuer  on  Puhhc  lluiUiw"^ 
Grounds  i>t^  nillhorized  to  have  print'  r. 
cations,  und  e.-Iiln.itrs  of  all  Uie  pru; 
lions  Olid  additions  lo  ibc  Capitol  and      ... 
luj.t  now  kelorc  Uie  comiuiilca. 
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esghavino  Of  maps. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  from  ihc  Committee 
on  Public  Lands, said  icwmild  berecollpcicd  timl 
some  weeks  a^o  lie  luid  called  the  attenlion  of  llie 
House  to  the  fact  that  the  n-port  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  Public  Land  Office  hnd.notbcen  laid 
upon  tlieir  tables  by  the  Public  Printer-,  and  he 
now  begged  to  call  the  atleniion  of  the  House  to 
the  fact  that  the  House  had  iiM  yet  received  that 
report.  In  justice  to  the  Public  Printers,  he  should 
say  that  the  report  had  been  printed  from  two  to 
three  months,  and  that  it  was  delayed  because  the 
person  employed  to  lithograph  the  accompanying 
maps  had  not  furnished  them  to  the  Printers,  so 
that  they_might  accompany  the  report.  He  felt 
it  necessary,  in  view  of  these  facia,  tn  ask  the 
House  to  give  authority  to  the  Clerk  to  call  upon 
the  Printers  to  furnish  the  Commissioner's  report 
without  the  maps  that  should  accompany  it,  and 
that  the  order  for  the  maps  should  be  rescinded; 
and  surely, under  all  the  circumstances,  they  could 
not  be  expected  to  pay  for  them.  Four  months 
had  now  elapsed  .since  the  Commissioner's  report 
was  made  to  the  House,  and  the  session  was  ap- 
proaching its  close  without  their  having  the  ben- 
efits of  that  report.  Why,  they  should  have  an- 
other report  (at  the  commencement  of  the  next 
session^  almost  na  soon  as  they  should  get  this; 
and  quite  as  .soon,  if  it  was  not  put  upon  their 
tubles  before  the  a[>proaching  adjournment.  He 
submitted  the  motion  which  he  had  indicated;  and 
on  that  lie  moved  the  previous  question. 

Some  conversation  ensued. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  uf  Indiana,  said  he  was  informed 
that  the  maps  would  be  ready  in  the  course  of  two 
or  three  days;  and  if  so,  he  had  no  desire  to  press 
this  motion;  but  he  gave  notice  that  he  should 
renew  it  on  Saturday  or  Monday,  if  the  mapa  were 
not  supplied  ill  the  mean  time. 

The  motion  was  then  withdmwn. 

THE  TARIFF. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKAY,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Hopkins  in  the  chair,)  and 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  modify 
and  amend  the  present  tariff  laws. 

Mr.  COBB  observed  that,aofaras  he  had  been 
able  tn  give  any  attention  to  the  discussion  on 
this  subject,  itappeared  to  him  to  be  one  of  pecu- 
liar inierest.  If  there  was  any  portion  of  the 
countrydecply  and  vitally  interested  in  a  fair  and 
proper  settlement  of  the  question  of  the  tariff,  he 
conceived  it  to  be  that  section  of  the  country  which 
he  in  part  represented.  Every  one  acquainted 
with  the  history  of  .political  parties  in  this  coun- 
try, and  with  the  history  of  this  all-absorbing 
subject,  must  know  that  the  people  of  Georgia 
have  ever  battled  with  all  their  energies  against 
the  system  of  protection  to  any  portion  of  the 
industry  of  the  country  where  it  operated  to  the 
injury  of  other  portions,  in  the  course  of  this 
debate,  the  people  of  the  South,  who  are  opposed 
to  this  system,  had  been  charmd  with  being  op- 
posed to  American  industry,  American  manufac- 
tures, American  commerce,  and,  strange  to  say, 
to  American  agriculture.  It  would  be  his  part,  in 
the  course  of  the  few  remarks  he  was  about  to 
make,  to  show  how  unfounded  this  charge  was 
The  feeling  entertained  in  his  section  of  the  coun- 
try for  the  manufacturing  interest  had  always 
been  of  the  most  kind  and  friendly  nature.  Yet 
tliey  were  not  prepared  to  strike  a  suicidal  blow 
at  the  agriculture  of  the  country  for  the  purpose 
of  building  it  up.  Gentlemen  who  had  addressed 
the  committee  in  favor  of  the  protective  system 
bad  argued  this  question,  not  in  reference  to  the 
welfare  of  the  whole  country  at  large,  but  all  tifeir 
energies  were  exerted  in  favor  of  what  they  be- 
lieved to  be  the  interests  of  their  own  section  of 
the  Union.  At  one  time  he  thought  they  went 
etill  further,  and  advocated  the  inleresus  of  them- 
selves and  tiicirconstituenls;  for  they  went  largely 
iilto  detail,  and  exhibited  statistical  tables,  show- 
ing the  extensi^-e  interest  that  was  benefited  by 
the  system  of  protection.  His  attention  had  been 
directed  to  another  point  in  the  debate;  and  to 
that  he  would  direct  the  notice  of  those  gentlemen 
belongiiig  to  the  Whig  party  who  represented  the 
South.  The  friends  of  protection  to  manufactures 
went  into  arguments  to  show  that  protection  was 
not  only  for  the  benefitof  the  manufactures  of  ilie 
Korth,  but  they  went  one  step  further,  and  soli- 
cited the  aid  of  Congress,  on  the  ground  that  the 


West  will  find  a  market  for  her  agricultural  pro- 
ductions by  building  up  manufacturing  establish- 
ments, lie  had  li.stened,  however,  in  vain  to 
he.ir  one  single  orgiimcnt  addressed  to  the  cotton- 
growers  of  the  South  to  go  for  the  system. 

On  the  subject  of  a  home  market,  inducements 
were  held  out  to  the  farmers  of  the  West  to  rally 
in  aid  of  the  manufaclurersof  the  North;  but  were 
the  consumers  and  the  cotton  growers  of  the  South 
entitled  to  no  consideration?  He,  however,  de- 
nied that  they  could  create  such  a  home  market 
as  would  take  all  the  production  of  the  country. 
They  had  been  told  that  the  Father  of  his  Coun- 
try approved  a  protective  act;  but  what  was  it? 
It  was  an  aci  for  the  raising  of  revenue,  and  the 
protection  of  domestic  manufactures — a  protec- 
tion which  was  widely  different  from  that  of  the 
present  day.  It  was  a  protection  that  was  neces- 
sary for  tlie  raising  ofTevenue;  but  again,  he 
asked,  what  was  it?  It  was  a  protection  of  seven 
and  a  half  percent,  for  the  domestic  manufac- 
tures, and  at  a  time  when  manufactures  were  in 
their  infancy,  and  when  they  required  the  foster- 
ing care  of  the  Government.  That  fostering  care 
extended  a  protection  of  seven  and  a  half  per 
cent,  to  our  infant  manufactures;  but  they  had 
now  grown  up  to  vigorous  manhood;  and  now, 
in  its  giant  strength,  an  infinitely  larger  amount 
of  protection  was  required  thon  was  needed  by 
the  infant.  Now,  could  this  lie  acceded  to  with 
a  due  regard  to  tlu' other  interests  of  the  country? 
Could  they  thus  sacrifice  to  one  all  the  other  in- 
terests of  the  country?  And  yet  such  a  system 
was  called  a  protection  of  American  industry. 

He  then  alluded  to  the  arguments  of  the  gen- 
tlemen who  had  preceded  him,  by  which  they  had 
designed  to  show  that  a  high  tariflT  cheapened  the 
price  of  goods.  By  the  exclusion  of  foreign  man- 
ufactures, it  was  said  they  were  enabled  to  sell  a 
larger  amount  of  goods,  and  hence  they  could 
afford  to  sell  cheaper;  but  how  was  the  market 
to  be  increased?  They  must,  to  accomplish  it, 
exclude  all  foreign  goods  from  competition;  and 
that  could  only  be  the  result  so  long  as  the  duties 
were  so  high  that  the  foreign  goods  could  not  be 
brought  into  competition,  subject  to  those  hi»h 
duties.  Now,  he  would  ask  the  advocates  of  the 
tariff  of  1843 — who  contend  that  its  operation  is 
to  reduce  prices — whether  they  intended  that  it 
should  be  prohibitory?  If  such  was  not  their 
intention — If  foreign  goods  are  still  to  come  into 
competition  with  American  productions — how  was 
it  that  the  protection  affortled  by  thai  bill  was  to 
diminish  the  price  of  goods? 

He  alluded  to  the  argument  of  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Wi.vtiirop]  against  an 
early  operation  of  this  bill,  on  the  ground  that  it 
would  be  injurious  to  the  importers  and  the  im- 
porting merchants;  and  again  asked,  if  this  bill 
shouM  be  passed  and  go  into  operation  at  an  early 
period,  tUcreby  reducing  the  duties  on  importa- 
tions, and,  according  to  the  theory  of  the  gentle- 
man's friends,  increasing  prices,  how  it  could  be 
injurious  to  those  classes  ? 

Mr.  WINTHROP  said,  mainly  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  had  greatly  exaggerated  the  doc- 
trines which  his  side  of  the  House  held  on  this 
subject,  and  that  the  reduction  of  prices  would  be 
a  work  of  time. 

Mr.  COBB  was  happy  to  hear  the  explanation. 
He  was  now  relieved  from  a  great  difficulty  in 
which  he  had  been  involved.  He  was  now  told 
that  the  reduction  of  prices,  by  the  operation  of 
a  hish  tariff,  must  be  progressive;  the  act  of  1842 
had  not  had  time  enough  to  produce  such  effects; 
and  yet  the  friends  of  that  act  were  contending 
that  it  had  already  caused  a  reduction  of  prices. 
In  this,  he  alludeo  more  particularly  to  the  argu- 
ments of  the  gentleman  fro«  Maryland,  [Mr. 
Wetiicbed,]  and  said  he  had  now  the  authority 
of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Win- 
TiiKop]  for  denying  that  the  act  of  1842  had  re- 
duced prices. 

Mr.  C.  then  examined  the  argument  used  by 
the  friends  of  protection,  that  a  high  lariif  cheap- 
ened the  price  of  manufactures  to  the  consumer, 
which  he  proceeded  at  length  to  refute;  and  went 
into  a  train  of  argument  to  prove  that  such  a  re- 
duction of  prices  could  only  be  effected  by  a  pro- 
hibitory tariff,  which  no  gentleman  on  that  floor 
was,  as  yet,  willing  to  go  for. 

Mr.  C.  next  spoKe  of  the  slate  of  feeling  in  the 
South  on  the  subject  of  a  protective  tariff,  and 
showed  that,  fionii  the  tariff  of  1828,  the  whole 


South,  without  distinction  of  parties,  had  been 
opposed  to  it.  The  southern  members  of  Con- 
gress all  opposed  the  tariff  of  1842;  and  Mr.  C. 
read  extracts  from  the  speeches  of  Messrs.  Mer- 
iwether and  Alvord,  of  Georgia,  strongly  de- 
nouncing the  act  of  1842,  and  the  whole  system 
of  protection.  He  did  not  know  what  cause  to 
attribute  the  late  change  of  opinion  to  in  favor  of 
a  protective  tariff  by  the  Whigs  of  the  South 
but  up  to  the  tariff  of  1842,  they  had  always  bee 
the  uncompromising  opponents  of  the  protective 
system. 

Mr.  McDowell,  after  a  few  preliminary 
observations,  said  he  was  in  favor  of  a  tariff 
which  would  produce  a  revenue  sufficient  for  the 
economical  administration  of  the  Government, 
with  such  discriinlnations  in  favor  of  domestic 
industry  as  should  look  to  revenue  only,  and 
nothing  else.  He  found  the  power  he  advocated 
in  the  eighth  section  of  the  Constitution;  and  ho 
should  attempt  to  show  that  that  section  never 
was  deslgned.nor  by  any  fair  interpretation  could 
it  be  made,  to  mean  anything  else  than  the  con- 
struction he  had  given  it.     That  article  said: 

"  CoitKress  shall  have  pow'T  to  lay  and  collect  taxes, 
(Iiitiei*,  iiiipostfl,  nrid  excise*;  to  pay  the  (leiiia  and  provide 
for  tile  coinninn  dpreiice  and  general  welfare  of  ihe  United 
.StntCH  ;  hut  all  diiticH,  impo^t..^,  and  (rxcliictj  sliQll  t»e  uiiilorui 
throughout  Ihe  LTiated  Slates." 

Here  the  substantive  grant  of  power  was  made 
to  Congress  "to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  and 
excises;"  for  what  purpose?  What  wo.s  the  pur- 
|*8e  for  which  this  power  was  conferred  by  the 
Constitution?     Here  followed  the  limitation: 

"  To  pny  the  debt^  and  provide  for  Ihe  eominon  defenss 
and  general  welfare  of  ihe  United  felalCB." 

That  is,  after  having  laid  and  collected  the 
duties,  and  got  the  money  into  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States,  il  shall  ne  appropriated  to  pay 
the  debts  and  provide  for  the  common  defense 
and  general  welfare  of  the  United  Stotcs.  Now, 
did  not  this  refer  to  the  money  collected?  What 
else  did  it  refer  to?  Now,  if  gentlemen  wished 
to  carry  out  their  doctrines,  they  must  agree  that 
after  Congress  has  collected  these  imposts,  du- 
ties, and  excises,  and  got  the  money  into  the 
Treasury,  it  should  have  the  power  to  distribute 
it  in  bounties  to  the  manufacturers.  No  power 
was  here  given  to  protect  manufactures;  nothing 
like  it  was  contemplated  by  the  framcrs  of  the 
Constitution.  Were  gentlemen  willing  to  come 
up  to  that  point,  and  distribute  the  money  after 
it  has  been  collected  into  the  Treasury?  Gentle- 
men would  not  agree  to  go  this  far;  but  they  were 
for  mystifying  the  matter,  and  putting  into  it  a 
few  catch  words,  such  as  "home  industry," 
"  protection  to  American  manufactures,"  &c. 
Now,  if  the  Government  had  the  undoubted  right 
to  protect  manufactures,  as  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  declared„they  had  a  right  to  do  it 
in  any  way  they  saw  fit. 

Suppose  a  Representative  on  this  floor  should 
introduce  a  bill,  and  ask  Congress  to  pass  it,  to 
compel  the  people  of  Virginia  to  purchase  all  the 
articles  which  they  consume  from  Masiittchusetts; 
and  suppose  Congress  was  to  take  upon  itself 
such  an  exercise  of  power  as  to  forbid  the  people 
of  this  country  from  purchasing  from  France  or 
from  England:  would  it  not  come  in  collision  with 
the  people  of  the  United  States  ?  and  would  the 
people  acquiesce  in  its  exercise?  And  yet  he 
would  ask  the  gentlemen  who  advocated  the  act 
of  1842,  wherein  that  act  differed  from  the  po- 
sition which  he  had  just  supposed?  The  object 
and  the  result  were  the  same,  mistify  it  as  they 
might  by  catch  words;  and  yet  the  advoe^tes  of 
that  act  were  loudly-vaunting  lovers  of  the  Con- 
stitution, and  of  the  people,  and  of  the  liberties 
of  the  country.  They  thus  assailed  the  very 
rights  and  liberties  of  the  people;  and  then  had 
the  hardihood  to  come  up  here  and  accuse  the 
Democratic  party  with  being  a  British  party,  be- 
cause they  sought  to  reduce  these  imposts  wliich 
pressed  so  heavily  on  the  people.  The  decision 
of  that  question,  however,  he  was  willing  to  leave 
to  the  people  of  the  United  Slates,  who  were  able 
to  judge  which  was  the  American  and  which  the 
British  party. 

He  then  proceeded  to  notice  the  operation  of 
the  tariff  act.  It  was  designed  by  its  framcrs  to 
be  a  protective  tariff;  and  to  be  so,  it  musi  neces- 
sarily be  so  high  as  to  be  prohibitory.  In  being 
30,  it  in  effect  sold  to  the  producer:  "You  shall 
not  purchase  from   France  or  from  England;" 
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allbougl)  llic  producer  sold  Iiis  produce  to  those 
counlries  nt  ns  liijli  a  prirc  ns  lie  could  possibly 
procure.  He  denied  that  one  interest  could  be 
thus  protected  by  trampling  on  nuotlier.  He  liad 
slated  the  coiislitulional  objects  for  which  taxes 
were  to  be  raLsid;  iuid  if  any  incidental  protec- 
tion resulted,  he  had  nolliing  to  say;  but  the  ob- 
ject should  not  be  prolecli(»n,  and  the  incident 
revenue.  Revenue  should  be  the  object,  and 
protection  the  incident. 

It  had  been  a.s.sun)ed  on  this  floor  that  the  com- 
promise act  of  18.33  had  brought  this  country  to 
almost  irretrievalile  ruin;  but  by  reference  to  a 
mass  of  statistical  facts,  he  showed  that  the  ex- 
ports of  the  country  were  greater  under  that  act 
than  under  a  high  uirill';  and,  consiquenlly,  that 
under  its  operation,  a  greater  amount  of  specie 
was  brought  into  the  country.  It  was  the  indus- 
try of  the  country,  then,  that  brought  into  it  the 
precious  metals.  He  gave  statistical  statements 
of  the  exporls,  the  amount  of  tOTUiage  and  man- 
ufactures by  thim  all,  to  show  that  the  country 
had  retrieved  itself  under  a  low  larifT,  anil  recov- 
ered from  the  effects  of  a  high  rale  of  duties.  He 
noticed  the  embarrassment  created  a  few  years 
ogo  by  u  deranged  currency,  and  argued  that  it 
was  the  industry  of  the  country  alone,  and  the 
exportation  of  its  produce,  which  had  restored 
it  to  a  state  of  pr<>s[K-rity.  The  mmnifaclurer 
enjoyed  the  prosperity  which  the  producer  bad 
occasioned;  but  lo  the  miuiufaclorer  they  could 
not  attribute  this  increase  of  capital.  He  illus- 
trated this  position  largely,  by  supposing  an  i?»- 
vestment  of  money  in  llo.ss  county,  Ohio,  in  the 
grain  produced  in  that  and  the  adjoining  coun- 
ties, us  conversion  into  llonr,  and   transmission 

10  and  sale  in  England.  It  was  there  sold  ixi  a 
profit,  after  paying  the  English  import  duly,  and 

11  return  carf;o  in  part,  and  sjiecie  payment  in 
other  pari,  added  both  to  the  capital  for  future 
operation,  and  to  the  revenue  of  the  country  by 
the  duties  on  the  return  cargo,  which  were  |)aid. 
He  said  his  constituent.-)  were  chiefly  farmers, 
and  all  they  asked  was  to  be  let  alone.  He  thin 
nolired  the  injurious  effect  on  the  shipping  and 
ship-building  interests  of  a  high  protective  tariff. 

Mr.  AlcD.  next  examined  the  argument  llmt 
the  proiecltvr  system  tended  to  cheapen  goods  to 
the  consumer;  and  he  proceeded,  by  a  variety  of 
nrguuieiiisnnd  illustrations,  to  expose  the  fallacy 
of  that  doririne.  Mr.  McD.,  in  conclusion,  said 
that  thf.  protectionists,  by  the  extravagant  extent 
to  which  they  were  carrying  the  system  of  boun- 
ties, were  driving  [he  country  fast  to  a  system  of 
direct  taxation.  I'hey  had  stigmatized  llie  oppo- 
nents of  a  high  tariff  ns  bi'inj  the  advocatis  of 
free  trade;  and  conscrqiieiuly  of  direct  taxation; 
liut  he  told  llieni  that  they  alone  were  the  favorers 
of  direct  laxaliun;  for  their  doclrines  led  to  it. 

Mr.  J.  U.  INGERSOl.L  addressed  the  commit- 
tee in  favor  of  ihe  protective- system  ond  the  tariff 
net  of  184i,  and  arirued  to  them  that  this  act  had 
greatly  tended  lo  promote  the  welfare  and  pros- 
perity of  the  county.  He  went  into  an  examin- 
ation of  the  arguini'iiis  used  on  this  floor, drawn 
from  the  squalid  misery  in  Eii;:laiid  under  the 
protective  system;  and  he  snid  ihe  authorilies 
which  depicted  that  misery  and  wretchedness, 
also  described  the  6|dendor  and  marks  of  wealth 
which  that  country  everywhere  presi  ntcd.  He 
deiiii'd,  then,  that  ibis  system  produced  all  ihe 
evils  that  were  llieie  so  painfully  visible;  milch 
must  be  attributed  lo  the  destiny  of  its  popula- 
tion, and  much  to  the  improvident  habits  of  the 
people,  iheir  slothfulness,  &c.  There  were  like- 
wise other  Oiiu.ses  tending  to  the  same  end.  He 
entered  into  ihe  subject  at  great  lens^ih. 

Mr.  SEYAIOUU  next  took  the  floor,  and  made 
an  argumentative  speech  in  opposition  to  ihe  bill. 

Showing  the  evils  that  would  result  from  the  wilh- 
rawal  of  the  protection  it  afforded  to  domestic 
industry,  and  dwelling  on  the  benefits  thai  had 
resulted  from  the  protective  system.  In  the  ar- 
ticle of  wool,  he  .said  the  duties  had  been  so 
fluctuating  as  to  be  almost  destructive;  and  he 
contendccT  that  the  country  required  smile  fixed 
policy.  He  went  largely  into  illustrative  fiicis, 
and  then  went  into  an  examination  of  the  English 
aystem,  showing  the  great  discrimination  made 
by  that  Government  between  the  duties  on  ini- 
liortations  from  her  own  colonies. and  from  for- 
eign countries.  He  quoted  stalemenis  of  the 
number  of  deaths  by  starvation  in  England,  Ire- 
land, and  Scotland;  .and  showed  the  increase  of 


the  poor  rales.  The  distressing  stale  of  the  pop- 
ulation of  England  was  shown  by  various  other 
facts;  and  yet  the  British  qiinister  refused  lo 
change  his  system  by  which  American  products 
were  excluded;  and  then  he  asketl  if  they  were 
here  so  to  alter  the  system  adopted  in  this  coun- 
try as  to  permit  llmt  patiper  labor  of  Great  Britain 
to  be  brought  into  competiiion  with  tlie  labor  of 
our  own  artisans  and  mechanics. 

Mr.  CHAPPELL  llieii  obuiined  the  floor,  and 
gave  wav  lo 

Mr.  \VELLER,  on  whose  motion  the  com- 
mittee rose;  and 

The  House  adjourned. 

The  following;  pi-iitioiiH,  presented  to  day,  were  handed 
to  Ilie  ri-poilerjt  Iiv  tile  iiieuil>er!*  presenliiig  lliem  ; 

By  Mr.  Hlj!*?KI.I, :  The  ptilllnM  ol"  fiimlry  (iilrahllanu 
of  Uuliiu'.nre  eoiiiity,  Nl-w  York,  praying  lor  the  reduction 
ot p<it«l.-i)(e . 'Hid  the  ;ib«ih;ifaii>f  tile  Iraiikiiig  privilege;  which 
wai  n.'lerred  lo  ttie  Coiimiittee  on  the  l*ost  Oflice  and  Po:.! 
Itonds. 

lly  Mr.  r)AN.\  :  The  petlliiin  iirsevenly-twii  lnlinhllnnl-'< 
of  I'iysses,  TonipkliiR  county,  New  York,  fur  a  reducliiin 
otpi>^ln'*eand  llicabulitlonot'tlierraukinv  privilege;  which 
wn^  ri'lVrred  to  iheljorimiiLtce  on  Uie  Post  Ortice  and  Pobi 
Riinil9. 

.Also,  additional  doeumenis  In  relalirui  to  the  einim  of 
Eli.sha  .Morreil,  adinitil!.trainr,  &c.;  wliicli  were  referred  lo 
the  Cnnitiiillre  on  Itie  Judiciary. 

By  Mr.  II,VY8:  Tlie  pHper^4  and  doeninefita  of  the  heirs 
of  Diivid  (-*ro.<by,  a  Kiiliiier  of  Ihe  n:veluiionary  war;  Ihe 
papers  and  diieuiiients  of  the  heilB  of  (George  Clark,  a  rev- 
olutinnary  soldier;  Ihe  papeni  and  docnnieiiu  of  the  tii-irn 
uf  Ahraii.uii  Farrar,  a  soldier  of  tile  itevolution  ;  llif  petition 
and  docuiiii'iit.'*  of  Nallianlel  SqiiiiT,  a  soldier  in  Wayne's 
ranipaign,  pniyiiig  for  relief;  which  were  referred  lo  the 
Ctuiiiniltee  on  Itevoliitionniy  Pensions. 

By  Mr.  T.  S.MITH  :  The  petition  of  .Abraham  Crandall, 
praying  Congress  to  allow  liiiu  a  pension,  in  eunsequenee 
uf  disability  iVoiii  sickness  hrougiit  on  by  service  in  the  late 
war  against  (jri'at  Kritain  ;  which  was  releriedlo  the  Com- 
mittee Ull  lY'iisioiis. 
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Mr.  TALLMADGE  presented  the  petition  of 

Ephraim  Wliitiker,an  otlicerof  the  revolutionary 

i  war,  asking  interest  on  the  commutation  he  has 

I  heretofore    received;  which  was  referred  to  the 

Committee  on  Revoluiionary  Pensions. 

Also,  a  meinoiial  from  eiiizeiis  of  Oswego 
county.  New  York,  remonstrating  againstany 
alteration  of  the  present  tariff;  which  was  referred 
lo  Ihe  Committee  on  Finance. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  Ontario,  New  York, 
remonstrating  against  the  annexation  of  Texas  lo 
the  United  Slates;  which  was  referred  lo  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  presented  a  petition  from 
John  Stone,  asking  fur  a  pension;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  PORTER  presented  the  petition  of  Fanny 
Murphy,askin|^fora  pension;  which  was  referred 
(o  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  WOODRRIDGE  presented  the  memorial 
of  sundry  cilizens  of  Lee  county,  Illinois,  praying 
thai  no  eliange  be  made  in  the  present  tariff  law; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Also,  a  memorial  signed  by  three  hundred  and 
twenty-five  citizens  of  Detroit,  remnnstraliiig 
against  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United 
States;  which  was  referred  10  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations. 

'  NEW  .MAIL  ROUTE. 

Mr.  EREE.SE  oflVred  the  following  resolution; 
which  was  iidopted: 

Resotcf^y  Thai  Ihe  Commitlee  on  the  Post  Ofticc  and 
Post  Roads  be  directed  lo  inquire  into  Uie  eAp<'dieney  of 
establisliiiig  a  mail  stage  route  fioni  OIney,  tii  ilichmoiid 
i  eiiiiiiiy.  to  L'lutsville,  in  Clay  county,  and  thence,  by 
Nichoisville,  and  Jerold's,  to  Vandalia,  in  FsyeKe county, 
in  tile  State  of  Jiliiiois. 

The  general  or()rra  were  then  called,  but  not 
proceeded  with,  a  quorum  not  being  present. 
The  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday  next. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Friday,  Muy  3,  1844. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  gave  notice  of  a  mo- 
tion for  leave  lo  introduce  bills  of  the  following 
titles: 

A  bill  to  dispense  with  certain  custom-houae 
oaths; 

A  bill  to  facilitate  the  proof  of  the  marriage  of 
persons  claiming  to  be  widows  of  ofljcers  and 
soldiers  of  the  Revolution,  in  making  their  ap- 


plications under  the  pension  laws  of  the  Uniiial 
States; 

A  bill  to  prohibit  public  executions  of  critBinslj 
under  the  laws  of  the  Uniti  d  Slales;  aivl 

A  bill  lo  confer  on  the  United  Stales comuU 
resident  in  British  ports,  jurisdiction  in  contro- 
versies between  American  citizens. 

REPORT  FRO.M  A  COMMITTBE. 

Mr.  VANCE,  by  leave,  from  the Comrailite of 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bills  from  Iht 
Senate  for  the  relief  of  Ephraim  D.  Dickson  and 
for  the  relief  of  William  R.  Davis,  reported  ll» 
the  sainif  without  amendment;  and  they  vere 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

PRINTING  OF  PLANS,  KTC. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  moved  ihcrttoii. 
siderulion  of  the  vote  of  yesterday  on  the  adop- 
tion of  the  resolution  directing  the  Conimiileeon 
Public  Buildings  and  Grounds  to  have  cemio 
reports,  specifications,  plans,  and  estimsirsof  tbe 
various  propositions  for  alterations  and  improTt- 
meiits  in  the  public  buildings,  printed. 

Mr.  PR.\TT,  chairman  of  the  Commiltceoo 
Public  Buildings  and  Grounds,  explained  ihe  Be- 
cessity  of  having  proper  estimates  and  din^mi 
of  the  War  and  Navy  buildings,  which  subjetl 
would  soon  be  brought  before  the  House;  ihil 
his  object  was  to  place  it  fairly  before  the  Home, 
that  each  member  might  act  underslandingly.  It 
was  a  mere  trifle  of  expense,  and  ho  was  the  lait 
man  that  would  ask  anything  but  what  he  could 
show  to  be  of  absolute  necessity  nnd  tnie  econ- 
omy. He  regretted  lo  slate  that  there  never  lad 
been  a  map  of  the  public  grounds  fumislied  for 
Ihe  use  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings uid 
Grounds,  though  it  wos  an  accommodation  ex- 
ceedingly desirable.  However,  he  was  perfeellf 
willing  Ihe  matter  should  be  referred  loiheCom- 
miilee  on  Engraving. 

The  motion  having  been  carried. 

On  ifiotion  of  Mr.  JONES,  of  TennesMe, ihe 
resolution  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  En- 
graving. 

THE  TARIFF. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKAY, the  Hmi»i!i«»l»ed 
itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  die alale 
of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Hofkins  in  the  chiiir,)ud 
resumed  the  consideralinn  of  the  tariff  hill. 

Mr.  CHAPPELL,  who  had  the  floor,ob«erted 
that,  if  this  Government  could  be  conlenleJ  U 
confine  itself  within  its  legitimate,  conitiiuiionil 
sphere,  the  business  which  was  this  triornin! en- 
gaging the  attention  of  the  committee  wooid in 
marked  by  a  perspicuous  and  easy  seitlemeat. 
The  question  was  one  of  raising  ilie  way«  ai 
means  for  supporting  the  Governnienl  of  ih 
country,  and  tor  meeting  its  obligniions.  Sack, 
he  repeated,  was  the  pure  question  before  die 
committee;  and  in  the  determination  of  thatqaet- 
lion,  the  cardinal  consideration,  which  should 
overpower  and  silence  «ll  others,  was  iheeiienl 
of  the  wants  of  the  Govcrnmcnl  nnd  the  eilcnt 
to  which  it  was  necessary  to  lay  burdens  on  tin 
people,  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  these  wanii. 
Who  would  controvert  that  proposition!  Wlio 
would  rise  before  this  House,  nnd  this  comiirjf 
and  deny  it  in  terms .'  Who  would  face  the  Awn- 
can  people — the  lax-pa ying,burdei i-bcarin2,Cior* 
erniuent-supporiing  people  of  this  country— Jiw 
controvert  the  proposition  that,  on  a  question  of 
imposing  taxes  and  burdens  on  lliein,  the  over- 
po  weriiig  considerations  were  what  he  mainlaiiiedi 
namely,  the  extent  of  the  wants  of  the  Govern- 
ment,and  the  extent  lo  which  the  burdens  diould 
be  laid  on  tin;  people .'  He  would  not  detain  die 
corfimitiee  with  an  argument  to  demonstrate  uie 
truth  of  a  proposition  which  carried  ils  liMthon 
its  face. 

It  seemed  to  have  been  the  opinion  of  rouf 
that  this  was  a  country  in  which  the  people  "W 
lightly  burdened  for  public  and  poliucal  purposB 
— a  country  in  which  the  dem:uid:<  upon  ihe  cii»- 
ings  of  labor  were  small,  for  the  frugal  suppa* 
of  our  free  instilntions;  and,  for  aoght  he  kne».  , 
it  might  be  that  this  supposition,  this  false  im»J»-  1 
atiou  that  seemed    to  liavc  taken  possession  of  I 
those  minds,  had  also  induced  the  Ulicf  thatlkeB  | 
was  little  augmeiualion  of  the  burdens  of  the  !«*• 
pie  beyond  what  was  necessary  for  the  euMOt  | 
of  the  Government.    Ay,sir,  so  cheap  is  dif  Gov- 
ernment under  which  we  live,soliitle  dotiep*" 
pie  pay  for  its  support,  that  they  have  soiMlWH 
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to  spnre  from  their  labnrioua  earnings,  and  from 
their  thrifty  savings,  for  the  nourishment  and 
advnncemenl  of  individuals  and  classes. 

He  asked  the  alleniinn  of  the  committee  and 
the  country  to  the  state  of  facts  in  relation  to  the 
burdens  which  now  rest  on  the  people — burdens 
which  must  be  met  by  taxation.  Wc  have  been 
too  much  in  the  habit  of  supposing  that  all  the 
exactions  to  which  the  people  arc  subjected  are 
what  arc  wanted  for  the  support  of  the  Govern- 
ment, not  turning  our  eyes  lo  the  whole  extent  of 
the  question,  and  not  comprehendin?  the  vafious 
and  complicated  machinery  by  which  tjieir  hard 
earnings  are  wrun?  from  them.  We  have  been 
pomewhat  thoughtless  in  imposing  the  burdens 
which  the  people  muslnecessarily  bear,  and  some- 
what inconsiderate  in  placing  on  them  burdens 
not  necessary  for  the  support  of  Government. 
In  addition  to  the  twenty  millions  of  money 
annually,  which,  on  all  hands,  it  is  conceded  is 
necessary  for  the  support  of  Government,  the 
people  arc  subjected  to  the  expense  of  supporting 
twenty-six  State  governmeiiis. 

He  would  not  attempt  to  vouch  for  the  precise 
amount  of  taxation  to  which  the  people  were 
subjected  for  the  support  of  the  Government  of 
tliis  country;  but  from  the  knowledge  which  he 
possessed,  ne  would  suppose  that,  on  an  average, 
the  sum  was  not  less  than  $200,000  per  annum 
for  the  support  of  each  separate  Slate  govern- 
ment. There  was,  in  addition,  the  District  of 
Columbia  and  the  government  of  the  Territories, 
for  which  the  people  must  bear  taxation,  raising 
the  sum  probably  to  the  amount  of  $6,000,000. 
There  was,  besides,  not  only  this  Government, 
but,  in  every  State,  county  purposes  for  which 
taxes  were  imposed,  and  also  city  and  corporate 
towns,  with  their  local  governments  and  institu- 
tions. For  all  these  purjioses,  the  people  were 
taxed  to  an  amount  probably  not  less  than 
$30,000,000evcry  year;  and  heasked,  under  what 
pretext  a  people  so  burdened  could  be  heavily 
taxed,  on  the  ground  of  the  lightness  of  the  taxes 
to  which  they  are  subjected.'  And  taxed  for 
what?  For  the  sake  of  sustaining,  cherishing, 
promoting,  and  enriching  the  manufacturers  and 
certain  other  great  interests,  with  which  this  Gov- 
ernment seemed  to  have  fallen  in  love.  The  true 
and  only  principle  by  which  they  could  be  justi- 
fied in  thus  drawing  money  from  the  pockets  of 
those  whom  ihey  represented  and  for  whom  they 
legislated,  was  that  the  Government  needed  the 
money;  but  there  would  be  no  justification  found 
in  building  up  individual  or  sectional  interests. 

He  proceeded  to  show  that,  in  the  earlier  and 

f>urer  stage  of  our  history,  no  such  unjust  legis- 
ation  was  attempted;  but  the  growing  strength  of 
the  manufacturing  interest  had  emboldened  them, 
and  enabled  them  to  demand  and  obtain  legisla- 
tion by  which  the  whole  country  was  put  under 
a  system  of  taxation  for  the  augmentation  of  their 
strength.  He  traced  the  progress  of  that  system 
to  the  period  of  nullification  and  the  compromise 
act,  and  said  that  if  there  were  any  circumstances 
under  which  the  people  of  any  State  of  this  Union 
would  be  authorized,  without  blame,  to  resort  lo 
the  high  and  perilous  sovereign  remedy  of  nulli- 
fication,itwasinsucha  case  as  that  w  h  ich  reached 
the  acme  of  aggravation  by  the  tariff  of  1828.  He 
briefly  noticed  the  proviso  of  the  tariffact  of  1842, 
by  which  the  distribution  policy  was  suspended 
whenever  duties  exceeded  twenty  per  cent.,  ac- 
cording to  the  arrangement  of  the  compromise  act, 
and  then  proceeded  to  show  that,  when  thiscountry 
was  involved  in  a  debt  amounting  to  J200,0OO,00O, 
no  such  duties  were  proposed  as  those  which  were 
levied  on  the  people  at  this  period  of  inconsider- 
able indebtedness. 

Mr.  C.  referred  to  the  debts  of  the  several  Slates 
and  of  the  incorporated  cities  of  the  Union,  at  the 
time  the  act  of  1842  was  passed;  and,  in  addition 
to  that,  portrayed  the  stale  of  distress  and  embar- 
rassment then  prevailing  throughout  the  country, 
when  the  additional  burdens  ot  that  bill  were  im- 
posed on  the  people.  Passin»  by  the  general  dis- 
tress of  the  country,  the  embarrassments  of  the 
States,  and  the  heavy  burden  already  laid  on  the 
people  for  the  supportof  the  Government,  he  said 
that  the  Whig  Congress  of  1842  had  passed  a  tar- 
iff imposing  on  all  the  necessaries  of  life  duties 
dotiblv,  trebly  higher  than  revenue  purposes  re- 
quired; and  he  submitted  whether  a  consideration 
of  tlicse  circumstances  did  not  require  of  Congress 
to  undo  this  deed  of  injustice  ana  oppression. 


Mr.  C  then  noticed  the  various  arguments  used 
by  the  friends  of  the  protective  system,  as  an  ex- 
cuse for  fastening  it  upon  the  country — such  ns 
**  the  necessity  of  a  home  market,**  **  the  balance 
of  trade,"  "  specie  leaving  the  country,**  and  the 
"  necessity  of  being  prepared  for  a  state  of  war. " 
Mr.  C.  concluded  his  remarks  by  replying  to  and 
refuting  all  these  propositions. 

Mr.  SEVERANCE  observed  that  the  gentle- 
man who  preceded  him  had  cnlarfrcd  somewhat 
on  the  obligation  which  he  supposed  was  imposed 
on  Congress  to  preserve  the  comprom  isc  act.  Now, 
he  acknowledged  no  such  obligation.  Neither 
his  constituents  nor  their  representatives,  at  any 
'time,  had  been  parties  to  that  compromise;  and 
they  were  not  disposed  to  abide  by  it.  He  be- 
lieved that  the  true  interests  of  the  country  re- 
quired a  protection  in  its  manufactures;  and  this 
protection,  he  believed,  inured  to  the  benefit  of 
the  laborer  rather  than  the  capitalist.  The  gen- 
tleman who  preceded  him  said  that  all  our  pro- 
tective laws  were  for  the  benefit  of  the  rich  capi- 
talists. This  was  a  mistake.  All  our  protective 
laws  were  for  the  benefit  of  labor.  There  was 
no  duty  on  money,  and  the  foreign  capitalist  had 
a  right  to  come  into  the  country  and  establish  a 
manufactory.  The  protection,  therefore,  was  to 
the  laborer  only.  The  controversy  that  was  now 
going  on  in  this  country  in  relation  to  the  policy 
of  protecting  manufactures  would,  he  was  happy 
to  say,  result  in  a  victory  hy  the  friends  of  pro- 
tection. He  knew  there  were  manjr  who  were 
for  half-way  measures,  and  giving  incidental  pro- 
tection, tinder  Ihe  name  of  a  revenue  tariff;  but 
the  system  of  protection  itself  must  in  the  end 
prevail.  Wc  lay  a  prohibitory  protection  for  the 
benefit  of  commerce  in  many  respects.  Foreign 
vessels  cannot  enter  into  the  coasting  trade,  nor 
are  they  admitted  into  our  ports  on  the  same  foot- 
ing as  American  vessels. 

After  speaking  on  the  relative  value  of  manu- 
facturing and  agricultural  exports,  he  entered 
into  an  argument  in  favor  of  protection,  and  con- 
tended that  low  duties  would  destroy  both  pro- 
tection and  revenue.  The  bill  under  considera- 
tion he  held  to  be  thus  dangerous  to  all  the  iiiter- 
esls  of  the  country.  He  examined  it  somewhat 
in  detail,  to  show  that  his  position  was  sound 
and  tennble. 

Mr.  MURPHY  then  obtained  the  floor,  and 
addressed  the  committee  at  length  in  favor  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  aflcr  .some  preliminary  re- 
marks, observed  that  the  subject  under  debate  was 
the  bill  brought  in  by  the,Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  and  the  subject  under  consideration 
was  the  amendment  of  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  New  York,  to  increase  the  duty  fixed  by  the 
bill  on  coarse  wool.  As  the  gentleman  who  offered 
the  amendment,  after  speaking  on  the  general 
subject,  was  prevented  by  the  operation  of  the 
hour  rule  from  advocating  it,  he  would  endeavor 
to  say  a  few  words  in  its  behalf.  He  quoted  from 
a  table  to  show  the  effect  of  the  tariff  of  1841  on 
coarse  wools;  and  next  examined  the  constitu- 
tional power  to  raise  revenue  by  duties  on  imports. 
He  contended  that  the  tariff  of  1842  was  not  pro- 
ductive of  more  revenue  tlian  the  exigencies  of 
the  country  required;  and  he  opposed  the  bill 
under  consideration  because  it  would  unsettle  a 
system  which  was  good,  both  to  the  Government 
and  to  all  the  interests  which  were  affected  by  it. 
He  elaboratod  his  argument  at  great  length. 

Mr.  DAmlAGH  addressed  the  committee  in 
favor  of  the  protective  system,  contending  that  it 
had  always  operated  beneficially  on  the  country. 
The  act  of  1842  particularly  had  produced  the 
most  favorable  results;  and  he  traced  the  return 
of  the  country  to  prosperity  partly  to  the  opera- 
tions of  that  law.  He  looked  upon  the  protective 
system  as  Che  settled  policy  of  the  country;  and, 
though  often  assailed,  it  had  always  triumphed. 
It  was  not  now  a  sectional  or  a  party  question; 
it  was  advocated  by  men  of  both  parties,  and  from 
all  sections  of  the  country,  and  must,  therefore, 
triumph  in  the  end.  He  said  that  the  assaults 
which  had  been  made  on  this  system  were  not 
prompted  by  principle,  but  were  made  for  politi- 
cal effect;  and  instanced  the  agitation  of  this  ques- 
tion always  at  periods  preceding  the  presidential 
election. 

Mr.  D.  entered  into  a  brief  argument  to  show 
the  constitutionality  of  protection  to  manufac- 
tures, and  then  returned  to  the  act  of  1842,  which 


he  advocated  and  defended.  He  took  a  rapid  re- 
view of  the  system  pursued  by  the  British  Gov- 
ernment from  an  early  period  to  the  present  day, 
both  in  that  country  and  towards  this,  (then  her 
colonies,)  for  the  protectionof  her  manufactures; 
and  insisted  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  protect  the  industry  of  the  country,  and 
to  estiiblish  a  system  that  shall  be  permanent. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KING,  of  Massachusetts, 
the  committee  rose,  and  reported  progress. 

FRIENDS  OF  PEACE. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  offered  a  resolution  to  grant 
the  use  of  the  Hall  on  Sunday  evening  next  to 
the  Friends  of  Peace  to  hold  a  meeting. 

Mr.  REDING  objected. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  moved  to  suspend  the 
rules;  but  a  quonini  not  voting, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WELLER,  the  House 
adjourned. 

Thefollnwln(!  petition-,  prestiiled  todny,  were  handed 
to  (he  reporlen*,  liy  the  iiieitibers  pre<tentJnV  them  : 

By  Mr.  SLIDGLL:  The  iniinorlnlof  cllicennnf  LouUI- 
JUia,  In  favor  of  Ueiijamin  Kitchen,  an  officer  of  the  Revo- 
lution, applyinj*  for  n  i>«M)8i3n. 

ny.Mr.  LAnRANClli;:  The  petition  of  Jacob  Darker, 
for  conipenimlloii  for  ditTerence  of  n  loan  made,  Jic.,  here- 
lofore  reftrreil ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Ihe  Jniliciary. 

lly  Mr.  RAM3EV:  The  petition  of  M.  Robinson,  John 
J.  Clyde,  nndnumeroiiH  others,  citizens  of  Dauphin  coun- 
ty, Pennsylvania,  prutestiiiff  agnliifit  any  intcrlerence  with 
Uiclariffof  llM-2. 

By  Mr.  SAMPLE:  The  pcUlinn  of  G.  C.  Buell  nad  lh;r- 
ty-four  olhera,  citizens  of  Indiana,  prnying  the  establish- 
ment of  a  mail  route,  from  I.afayelte  tn'Michigan  City,  via 
Rensselaer,  John  Jones's,  ValiraValso,  and  (Jily  West. 

lly  Ml.  KIRKP.VrUII'K  ;  The  meniorinl of  llie corpora- 
tion of  Georgetown,  requesting  an  appropriation  of  ^;>,OiX), 
to  test  the  project  of  VV.  S.  Colqnhouii,  tor  removing sand- 
iMin;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commiltcc  for  the  District 
of  Columbia. 

By  Mr.  WRIGHT,  of  New  Jersey :  The  memorial  of 
Siias  Merclmnt  and  one  hundred  and  fifteen  others,  citi- 
zens of  Newark,  New  Jersey,  protesUng  against  any  change 
in  the  present  tnritT  law. 

By  Mr.  BtJVVLlN:  The  petition  of  John  Bennet,  and 
others,  citizens  of  Franklin  coiinly,  Missouri,  pmying  tho 
establishment  of  a  mail  route  from' Port  William,  in  Frank- 
lin counly,  to  ihe  Little  Prairie.  In  t'rawf<ird  county,  Mia- 
souri ;  also,  the  {lelltion  of  Charles  K.  Jeffries,  and  ninety- 
seven  others,  citizens  of  Franklin  county,  Missouri,  pray- 
ing Uieeslablishment  of  a  post  roulcfroin  Port  William, In 
said  counly  of  Frankiin,  lo  Little  Prairie,  Crawford  couniy, 
Missrmri  ;  wliieli  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  tho 
Post  <  llfice  and  Post  Roads. 

By  Mr.  LVON:  The  petllinn  of  Isaiah  Bursnn,  of  Kala- 
mazoo county^  Michigan,  asking  ('ongress  to  re(>eal  a  cer- 
tain portion  ol  Uic  paliMit  law  oi^l8U6  ;  which  waaiefiirred 
10  tlie  Committee  on  Patents. 

Also,  two  petitions  from  citizens  of  the  county  of  Kala- 
mazoo, Michigan,  asking  Congress  to  provide  for  improv- 
ing Uie  entrance  into  the  mouth  of  the  Kalamazoo  river; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Cominilteeof  tlie  Whole  on  tlie 
stale  of  the  Union. 

Also,  Ihe  petition  of  sixty-four  inliabltant-sof  the  county 
of  Allegan,  Michigan,  asking  the  establishment  of  a  pos't 
route  from  Grand  Itapids,  in  Kent  county,  by  way  of  Alle- 
gan, the  county  seal  of  Allegan  county,  to  Paw  Paw,  ilie 
counly  seat  of'Van  Buren  counly,  in  said  Htate. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturdat,  May  4,  1844. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  of  Pennsylvania,  by  leave,  pre- 
sented a  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Stats 
of  Pennsylvania,  in  favor  of  an  appropriation  for 
rebuilding  the  piers  erected  in  the  river  Delaware, 
at  or  near  Fort  Penn;  which  was  laid  upon  the 
table. 

Mr.  RHETT,  by  leave,  from  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Affairs,  made  an  unfavorable  report 
upon  the  petition  of  the  American  Colonization 
Society  and  others,  for  an  appropriation  of  money 
in  aid  of  said  society;  which  report  was  laid  upoit 
the  table. 

THE  TARIFF. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKA  Y,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  theslatc 
of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Hopkins  in  the  chair,)  and 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  amend 
and  modify  the  tariff  act. 

Mr.  KENNEDY,  of  Indiana,  said,  until  yes- 
terday he  had  had  no  intention  to  participate  in 
the  debate  on  this  bill;  but  some  remarks  which 
were  made  in  the  course  of  yesterday  had  prompted 
him  to  say  a  word  or  two.  He  was  a  memlwr 
of  this  House  when  the  tariff  bill  of  1842  was 
paiised;  and  until  yesterday,  he  had  heard  all  tho 
defenders  of  that  bill  defend  it  on  the  ground  that 
it  was  a  revenue  tariff  only;  but  yesterday,  one 
gentleman  [Mr.  Darracii]  had  avowed  that  it 
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was  not  a  revenue  Liill,  but  a  bill  to  protect  one 
clnss  of  the  industry  of  the  counlry  at  the  expense 
of  another.  Thnl  gentleman  said  to  the  people 
of  the  West,  in  very  intelligible  languajje,  "the 
people  of  Pennsylvania  an;  so  deeply  involved 
Ml  debt  that,  for  Heaven's  sake,  do  not  refuse  to 
give  us  this  bounty  until  we  redeem  ourselves." 
Now,  if  thalvt'as  the  true  intent  of  the  tariff  act, 
he  sliould  like  it  to  be  clearly  presented  to  the 
American  people.  Hitherto,  no  man  had  ven- 
tured to  defend  a  protective  Inriff;  even  the  Whig 
candidate  for  the  Presidency  had  disavowed  "  pro- 
tection for  protection's  sake;"  but  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  had  taken  now  ground :  he 
insisted  that  protection,  and  not  revenue,  wa.s  the 
object  of  the  act  of  1842;  and  he  stated  that  the 
banners  used  in  the  Baltimore  procession  showed 
the  feelings  and  wishes  of  the  people  to  be  in  fuvor 
of  a  protective  tariff. 

He  begged  diaiinctly  to  be  understood  as  say- 
ing that  no  man  in  his  .lection  of  the  country  was 
oppdsed  to  a  tariff  as  a  tax  measure.  There  was 
no  person  who  expected  to  receive  the  benefits  of 
the  American  Government  without  furnishing  the 
necessary  means  to  carry  on  the  Govnrnm  ;nt;  but 
when  the  Government  went  beyond  thai  point, 
and  excrci.scd  the  power  to  protect  pailicular 
classes  of  the  country,  it  traveled  outof  tli  ■  limits 
of  the  Constitution,  and  of  all  jusi  Government; 
and  he  might  be  permitt'd  to  say  that  any  people, 
who  were  situated  as  his  constituents  were,  that 
would  submit  to  have  the  power  of  this  Govern- 
ment used  to  lake  out  of  their  pockiis  the  product 
of  their  hard  labor,  to  be  given  in  the  snape  of 
bounties  to  their  fellow-citizens  in  other  poitions 
of  this  Union,  would  be  no  longer  worthy  to  form 
B  part  of  the  household  of  this  great  republic.  It 
iniglitbesnid  that  themanufactureis required  these 
bounties  tt>enable  them  toavoid  thedire  necessity 
of  going  to  the  western  country, ant!  inaking  their 
home  among  the  savages  of  the  far  We.it,  (as  ihey 
were  con.sidered,)  and  becoming  demi-savages 
themselves;  but  if  they  supposed  the  people  of  the 
West  would  lax  their  industry  to  keep  the  inaii- 
ufaclurersin  their  distinctive  characler,  ihey  were 
very  much  mistaken.  Such  a  supposition  would 
argue  that  the  western  fiiriners  were  held  to  be 
inferior  to  the  manufacturers;  and  that,  ns  infe- 
riors, or  serfs,  they  could  be  despoiled  of  the 
product  of  their  labor  for  the  advantage  of  those 
who  affected  a  superiority  over  them.  He  begged 
gentlemen  not  to  deceive  themselves.  The  ninn- 
nfariurcrs  had  chosen  I  heir  locality  and  their  pur- 
suits, and  they  must  be  satisfied  with  their  condi- 
tion and  their  circumstances.  Why  should  the 
West  thus  be  taxed  for  the  benefit  of  any  portion 
or  interest  of  this  country  ?  Would  the  manufac- 
turer base  it  on  the  richness  of  the  western  soil, 
and  the  superior  advantages  and  possessions  of 
the  western  farmer? 

Let  the  manufacturer,  then,  abandon  his  pur- 
suits, if  they  are  nol  productive;  and  join  the 
western  farmer,  and  participate  in  his  labors,  and 
the  product  of  his  labor;  but,  in  God's  name,  let 
Jiini  not  expect  the  products  of  the  industry  of 
the  West  to  be  transferred  to  the  pockets  of  the 
manufacturer  of  any  other  portion  of  the  country. 
The  people  of  the  West  were  not  opposed  to  the 
manufacturing  interests,  or  any  branch  of  those 
inu-resta;  hut  they  expected  every  branch  to  sup- 
port it«elf.  He  would  advise  the  tariff  gentlemen 
not  to  push  their  schemes  too  far.  Even  a  reve- 
nue tariff  imposed  a  tax  on  the  consumer  to  the 
ndvaiitage  of  the  manufacturer,  as  a  mait'-r  of 
necessity.  The  counlry  must  have  revcntu  ,and 
they  did  not  object  to  the  incidental  j)rotection 
which  was  afforded  by  a  revenue  tariff;  but  to 
expect  that  they  would  submit  to  more,  was  to 
suppose  them  unworthy  of  the  bhssing.sof  afree 
Government.  The  only  ground  on  which  a  pro- 
tective tariff  had  been  defended,  was  that  it  re- 
duced the  price  of  conimodilic  s  to  the  consumer; 
but  that  was  too  shallow  a  humbug  to  be  availa- 
ble longer  as  a  deception  of  the  people.  The 
consumer  now  not  only  paid  the  amount  of  the 
revenue,  but  the  expense  of  its  collection;  and  to 
this  extent  the  manufacturer  was  protected,  and 
with  that  he  should  be  satisfied.  The  time  had 
lieen  when  the  compromise  act  wasadvocaled  by 
all  parties;  but  he  did  .not  now  blame  ihc  repre- 
pentativcsof  the  manufacturing  intereslN  for  using 
their  exertions  to  procure  bounties  for  those 
whom  they  represent;  but  he  would  ask  if  the 
weateiii  consumer  would  be  deemed  worthy  of 


his  participancy  in  this  free  Government,  if  he 
submitted  to  it. 

The  agricultural  portion  of  the  community 
would  submit  a  long  time  to  oppression  while 
there  was  a  hope  of  ultimate  relief;  but  so  soon 
as  it  sbould  be  ascertained  to  be  the  settled  policy 
of  the  country  that  one  portion  of  it  was  to  bear 
not  only  the  whole  buruens  of  Government,  but 
be  ttixed  for  the  sake  of  giving  bounties  to  other 
portions,  then  society  would  be  dis.solved  into 
lis  original  elements.  The  people  would  nol  long 
submit  to  this  system  of  legalized  robbery;  and 
whenever  that  miserable  humbug  that  a  high 
tariff  made  l<iw  prices  should  be  exploded — and 
it  would  take  long  to  do  that — they  would  ris^ 
in  their  majesty  of  strength,  and  pronounce  its 
condemnation.  There  were  no  differences  be- 
tween theNorth  and  the  South, and  ihe  Eastand 
the  West,  that  could  not  be  easily  harmonized. 
The  whole  continent  might  be  taken  into  the 
Union,  and  there  would  be  no  conflicting  interests 
to  distract  our  counsels,  provided  the  Govern- 
ment would  do  its  duly  and  not  seek  to  aggrandize 
one  section  at  the  expense  of  another.  If  the 
Government  would  confine  itself  to  its  legitimate 
sphere  of  action,  nothing  but  peace  and  harmony 
would  pravail.  But  whenever  the  Government 
wields  the  taxing  power — the  greatest  of  all 
powers — for  the  purpose  of  enriching  one  por- 
tion of  the  country  by  taxes  drawn  from  thcoUier 
not  necessary  for  the  support  of  the  Government, 
the  only  alternative  left  was  freedom  or  slavery; 
and  he  would  as  soon  be  handcuffed  and  sold  to 
a  southern  slave  market,  as  to  have  the  people  he 
represented  handcuffed  and  robbed  by  legislative 
enactment.  Mr.  K.  then  replied  to  the  various 
arguments  used  in  favor  of  the  protective  system, 
and  particularly  noticed  the  argument  that  a  high 
tariff  reduced  the  prices  of  the  manufactured 
articles  to  the  consumer. 

Mr.  DICKEY,  prompted  by  the  great  interest 
which  his  constituents  had  in  a  protective  tariff, 
proceeded  to  make  some  remarks  in  its  favor.  If 
the  bill  now  before  the  committee  should  become 
a  law,  his  constituents  would  be  very  8eriou.sly 
injured.  They  had  hoped  that  this  suoject  would 
not  be  agitated  at  the  present  session,  but  that 
they  and  the  country  would  have  been  left  in  the 
enjoyment  of  the  blessings  of  which  the  act  of 
1842  was  so  productive;  but  in  that  expectation 
they  had  been  disiippointed,  for  this  bill  nad  been 
brought  forward  (notwithstanding  the  act  of  1842 
was  producing  ample  revenue  for  the  Govern- 
ment, and  n  viviiig  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the 
country)  against  the  wishes  of  the  people,  and  of 
a  majority  of  the  R^resentativcs  on  this  floor, 
who,  early  in  the  session,  refused  to  instruct  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  report  such  a 
bill.  The  object  of  this  bill  was  evidently  to 
i  break  down  one  branch  of  industry  in  the  coun- 
try— the  manuftcturing;  anti  for  no  other  pur- 
pose, that  he  could  discover,  than  to  encourage 
the  labor  and  manufactures  of  foreign  countries. 

The  act  of  1842  had  been  denominated  an  op- 
pressive act;  but  oppressive  to  whom  .'  Western 
genllemen  told  them  that  their  markets  were  in 
foreign  countries,  and  that  if  foreign  manufactures 
were  excluded,  the  market  for  the  western  prod- 
ucts would  be  closed.  But  what,  he  would  ask, 
was  to  prevent  the  export  of  western  products; 
for  we  had  no  export  duties.'  So  far,  then,  there 
was  no  restriction  on  that  foreign  traffic.  Butthey 
were  told  that  high  duties  on  foreign  imports  in- 
creased the  cost  of  the  foreign  coiilnudity,  and 
became  oppressive  to  the  consumer.  Now,  he 
did  not  admit  that,  in  all  aises,  duties  on  foreign 
goods  enhanced  their  price  to  the  consumer.  In 
some  cases  the  duties  fell  on  the  producer;  in 
others,  partly  on  the  producer  and  partly  on  the 
consumer;  and  in  some  others,  on  the  consumer 
alone.  This  was  a  matter  that  was  regulated  by 
supply  and  demand;  and,  so  far  as  tlie  present 
tariff  art  was  concerned,  it  had  not  operated  as  a 
tax  on  the  consumer;  for  if  the  price  had  been 
increased,  it  was  so  inconsiderable  an  increase  as 
not  to  be  perceptible.  Butsuppo.sc  it  did  enhance 
the  price:  did  the  gentlemen  of  the  South  and 
West  pay  any  more  than  the  amount  on  the  arti- 
cles which  they  consumed  ?  Certainly  not.  But 
if  the  gentlemen  of  the  South  or  the  West  exported 
their  staples  and  imported  foreign  manufactures 
in  return  beyond  the  amount  for  their  own  con- 
sumption, was  not  the  increased  price  on  the 
excess  of  imports  beyond  their  own  wants  pro- 


ductive of  profits  to  those  southern  and  wesieni 
exporters.'  How,  then,  was  the  South  and  the 
West  oppressed .'  The  South  and  the  West  ven 
not  alone  consumers;  for,  by  puUislad  suiiistical 
tables,  it  was  shown  that  ihc  middle,  northern, 
and  New  England  Stales  were  the  greatest  con- 
sumers. He  then  went  into  a  long,  elaborate 
argument,  in  the  course  of  which  he  quoted  largelr 
from  Tucker's  Statistics  to  show  the  value  and 
importance  of  the  manufactures  of  this  counlrj. 

Mr.  HUDSON  entered  into  an  elaborate  a^- 
ment  in  defense  of  the  protective  system  and  the 
act  of  1842.  He  took  notice  of  the  reasons  fiven 
by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  for  ex- 
empting the  articles  of  sugar  and  iron  from  ike 
general  rule  of  reduction  they  proposed,  and  he 
contended  that  the  sami:  reasons  would  sliovlbe 
necessity  of  exempting  in  like  manuer  all  the 
olherarticles  now  protected  by  a  high  duty.  There 
was  no  reason  for  continuing  the  protection  on 
sugar  and  iron  that  would  not  show  the  propriety 
of  continuing  the  protection  on  cotton,  wool, 4c,; 
since  the  interest  invested  in  these  manufaclurts 
was  as  great  as  that  vested  in  the  other.  If  iron 
was  necessary  for  national  defense,  as  the  com- 
mittee alleged,  were  not  the  products  of  hemp 
equally  as  necessary .'  Nor  was  this  all;  ouriu- 
men  and  our  soldiers  must  have  clothing  and 
shoes;  and  it  is  just  as  necessary  for  national  d^ 
fense  tonrotectthe  woolen  and  liulherinlereiUu 
iron.  The  soldier,  it  is  true  must  have  inuskcit; 
but  he  most  also  have  clothes,  shoes,  and  hall. 
But  GoviMnment  was  under  no  greater  obli^tioi 
in  time  of  war,  or  in  lime  of  f)repamiion  forvar, 
to  protect  the  interests  of  ihc  cnuntiT, than  in 
time  of  peace.  Mr.  H.  next  proceeded  to  defend 
the  tariff  report  of  the  Committee  on  Manufac- 
tures, presented  some  days  since  by  himself, 
which  had  been  assailed  in  the  course  of  the 
debate. 

Mr.COLLAM  ER  moved  an  amendment;  »bick 
led  to  some  conversational  discussion,  niid  to  the 
suggest i<»n  of  some  points  of  order,  to  escape  fiva 
which  Ihe  amendment  was  withdrawn. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  said  he  hftd  various  noteaaiJ 
some  banners,  prepared  as  the  staple  of  a  speech; 
but  as  the  day  was  advanced,  and  na  it  was  Sat- 
urday, on  which  day  some  reduction  of  and  telii- 
ation  from  labor  was  granted,  even  to  slaves, he 
moved  that  the  committee  rise.  ThiswouldaBorf 
him  an  opportunity  to  make  greater  preparaUM 
for  his  .speech  on  Monday. 

The  commillcc  accordingly  rose,  and  repacltd 
progress. 

EXECUTIVE  C0MMCXICATI0N8. 

Several  executive  communications  were  pre- 
sented to  the  House  by  the  Speaker. 

ANNEXATION  OF  TEXAS. 

Mr.  THOMASSON  desired  to  say  afewwonii 
explanatory  of  the  course  he  fell  il  his  duly  to 
pursue  in  relation  to  a  subject  of  great  puolic 
interest. 

No  objection  being  madi, 

Mr.  "THOMASSON  said  that  he  had  nami 
instructions-from  a  number  of  his  constiuienu, 
instructing  him  to  vole  for  the  annexation  of 
Texas  to  the  United  States;  and  he.  desired  lolay 
them  on  the  table,  and  make  some  explanatiom 
in  justice  to  himself,  because,  as  at  presmt  ad- 
vised, he  could  not  conform  to  those  instructionst 
and  because  of  the  peculiar  manner  in  which  this 
question  had  been  managed  in  his  district. 

The  instructions  were  directed  lo  himself,  not 
in  (he  manner  of  a  petition  to  Congress,  but  in- 
tended for  his  own  action,  and  were  accompatiil 
by  a  letter  requesting  him  to  submit  them  lodw 
House,  and   to  offer  his  views  in  regard  to  the 
subject  on  which  they  treated.     They  came  from 
some  of  the  most  res]H'clable  citizens  of  tlic  county 
of  Carroll,  in  his  di.-jtrici,  and  one  of  iho«»M 
signed  it  had,  pending  the  last  canvass  for  Con- 
gress,  propounded    to  him    the  question,  «!>•' 
course  lie  would  pursue  in  relation  lo  the  sniiei- 
niion  of  Texas.'     He  then  cxprr.ssed  the  ei 
that  Texas  should  remain  an  independent  m 
and  he  did  so  because  he  had  no  reason  to  •■ 
that  Texas  desired  to  be  annexed  to  the  ( 
States.     Since  he-had  understood  that  T  v  - 
sired  the  annexation,  his  opinions  ii  1 1  i    '  '' 
somewhat  changed.     He   had    no  ciosiiui'    - 
scruples  in  regard  to  the  annexation  of  tliai  coon- 
try  to  the  United  States;  and  he  wished  lo  l«»'i" 
derstood  that  lie  was  for  ihc  annexation  when  ite 


proper  timearrivcd.  If  it  was  to  be  accompanied 
by  a  war  with  Mexico,  he  was  against  it,  even  if 
the  consequence  was  the  loss  of  his  seat  here;  if 
ihe  annexation  is  to  be  with  the  consent  of  Mex- 
ico, he  was  for  it.  If  (he  question  was  to  be  with 
any  other  nation  besides  Mexico,  he  was  for  the 
annexation,  even  at  the  expense  of  a  war.  He 
understood  that  the  armistice  which  had  subsisted 
for  some  time  between  Texas  and  Mexico  would 
soon  be  at  an  end;  and  it  would  soon  be  seen 
whether  Mexico  intended  to  prosecute  the  war  or 
not.  If  Mexico  recognized  the  independence  of 
Texas,  or  consented  to  the  annexation,  he  would 
go  for  it;  but  not  without.  He  believetl  that  we 
ought  to  treat  Mexico  with  the  same  justice,  and 
as  religiously  observe  our  treaty  stipulations 
with  her,  as  if  she  were  a  stronger  Power.  If 
Mexico  appealed  to  a  thirjl  Power  in  Europe,  and 
that  Power  should  interfere,  then  he  was  for  an- 
nexation, even  at  the  expense  of  war.  In  fine, 
he  took  for  his  rule  of  action  the  principles  laid 
down  in  Mr.  Monroe's  message,  in  which  he 
speaks  of  the  interference  of  European  Powers 
with  the  affairs  of  this  continent.  He  would  not 
consent  that  any  one  of  them  should  either  hold 
Texas  or  interfere  with  the  question  between  this 
Government  and  Mexico. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  asked  what  was  the  ques- 
tion before  the  House.  Was  it  in  order  to  debate 
the  subject  of  Texas .' 

The  SPEAKER  said  there  was  no  question 
before  the  House,  unless  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  presented  his  instructions. 

Mr.  THOMASSON  said  that  he  would  with- 
draw them. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SEYMOUR,  Uie  House 
adjourned. 

The  following  pniitions,  presented  to-dny,  were  lianded 
tn  Itie  reporters  by  tlie  members  presenting  iheni : 

By  Mr.  JUHNSON,  ol  Ohio:  The  petition  of  Zachnrlnh 
Lawrence,  ol  (Jhh>,  praying  for  compenwiUon  for  capture 
or  the  British  sliH.p  Vi-nlurf,  in  1813. 

By  Mr.  kOC'KUXLL  :  The  meinorlnl  of  thirty-one  cltl- 
icns  of  Allor.l,  MMsiKhU''etls,  prnying  fur  h  rcducUon  of 
the  rali-9  of  posuge,  and  Uie  abolition  of  Uie  franllln£ 
privilege.  " 

By  .Mr.  ST.  JOHN :  The  petition  of  AnUiony  Brasher 
and  eighteen  othern,  citizens  of  Crawford  county,  and 
BlaK'  of  Ohio,  a'lking  the  e.itabli9hinciil  of  o  mail  route 
from  Biicyrus,  in  Crawford  county,  Ohio,  to  Fludlay,  lu 
Hancocli  couiily.  In  tlie  Suite  of  Ohio. 

Also,  Uie  petition  of  Mr.  Vance  and  one  hundred  and 
slliy-flve  otiiers,  citizens  of  Craivlord  county,  uliing  the 
establishment  of  a  mail  route  a.**  above. 

By  Mr.  SEY.MOUK,  of  New    York:   The  iietlllon   of 
Bkellon  Fallon,  of  Troy,  New  York,  prnying  for  coinpen 
■ation  for  losses  sustained  In  the  last  war;  which  was 
referred  to  Uie  Cooimittee  of  Claims. 


IN  SENATE. 
Monday,  May  6,  1844. 

Mr.  SEMPLE  presented  a  memorial  from  Jo- 
seph Smith,  of  Nauvoo,  Illinois,  in  favor  of  the 
annexation  of  Texas,  and  the  occupation  of  the 
Territory  of  Oregon;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

^'^n'll^'^'^^^  presented  a  petition  from  Jo- 
seph Bell,  of  Louisiana,  askipg  Congress  to  pasj 
a  law  giving  him  permission  to  enter  a  certain 
tract  of  land  in  the  parish  of  Concordia,  under 
the  preemption  law;  wiiich  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  the  members  of  the  bar 
residing  in  the  western  judicial  districtof  Indiana, 
asking  Congress  to  pass  a  law  abolishing  that 
•judicial  circuit,  and  to  give  to  the  eastern  judicial 
district  jurisdiction  over  the  whole  State;  which 
WW  feferred  to  the  Commitree  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.-  MOREHEAD  presented  a  memorial  from 
a  large  number  of  citizens  of  Ohio,  representing 
thai  the  business  of  the  country  is  in  a  more  pros- 
perous condition  since  the  enactment  of  the  tariff 
of  1842  than  before,  and  that  any  modification 
of  Its  provisions  would  be  disastrous,  and  ex- 
presses the  hope  that  no  change  may  be  made  in 
It  this  session. 

Mr.  M.  said  he  was  happy  to  have  it  in  his 
power,  so  far  as  he  had  heard  any  opinion  ex- 
pressed, to  say  that  the  wishes  of  the  petitioners 
were  likely  to  be  gratified. 

The  memorial  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance. 

Mr.  EVANS  presented  the  proceedings  and 
resolutions  of  a  public  meeting  held  in  the  town 
of  North  Yarmouth,  in  the  State  of  Maine,  re- 
monstrating against  the  annexation  of  Texas  to 


the  United  States;  which  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  presented  a  petition  from  the 
Mexican  Gulf  Railroad  Company  of  Louisiana, 
and  of  F.  De  Lizardi  &  Co.,  praying  to  be  re- 
lieved from  the  payment  of  duties  on  certain  rail- 
road iron  imported  by  said  coinnany;  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  BAYARD  presented  a  petition  from  thirty 
citizens  of  Wilmington,  Delaware,  praying  for 
the  ratification  of  a  treaty  for  the  annexation  of 
Texas  to  the  United  States;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  STURGEON  presented  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  requesting  the  Sen- 
ators and  Representatives  in  Congress  from  that 
State  to  use  their  influence  to  procure  an  early 
appropriation  for  rebuilding  the  piers  at  Port 
Penn,  in  the  Delaware;  which  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  ATCHISON  presented  a  memorial  from 
a  number  of  citizens  of  Adair  county.  State  of 
Missouri,  asking  Congress  to  make  an  appropri- 
ation to  improve  the  navigation  of  the  western 
waters;  which  was  referred  to  tlie  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

Also,  a  petition  from  Scott  county,  Missouri, 
asking  for  the  establishment  of  a  mail  route  from 
Mills's  Point,  Kentucky,  to  the  town  of  Benton, 
in  Scott  county,  Missouri;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  PHELPS  presented  a  memorial  from  sun- 
dry citizens  of  the  county  of  Rutland,  Vermont, 
remonstrating  against  any  change  of  the  present 
tariff;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  presented  a  memorial 
numerously  signed  by  citizens  of  Bridgeport,  Con- 
necticut, remonstrating  against  any  change  in  the 
existing  tariff;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

ADVERSE  REPORTS. 

Mr.  BATES,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
made  adverse  reports  in  the  cases  of  John  Stone, 
Martha  Emmet  and  others,  and  Sarah  Cardoza; 
which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and  be 
printed. 

IMPROVEMENTS  IN  MICUIOAN. 
The  bill  to  apply  certain  alternate  sections  of 
the  public  domain    towards   the   completion  of 
works  of  internal  improvement  in  the  Stale  of 
Michigan,  was  taken  up,  and  considered  as  in 
Cuminitlee  of  the  Whole,  reported  to  the  Senate, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 
WABASH  AND  ERIE  CANAL. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  WHITE,  the  previous  or- 
ders of  the  day  were  postponed;  and  the  bill  to 
frant  certain  lands  in   the  Stale  of  Indiana,  the 
etter  to  enable  said  State  to  extend  and  complete 
the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal  from  Terre  Haute  to 
the  Ohio  river,  was  taken  up  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  considered,  amended,  reported  to  the 
Senate,  anti  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

CAPTAIN  SHANNON. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  TAPPAN,  the  previous  or- 
ders of  the  day  were  postponed;  and  the  bill  from 
the  House  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  Captain  Samuel  Shannon,  deceased,  was 
taken  up  as  in  Commitlee  of  the  Whole,  consid- 
ered, reported  to  the  Senate,  and  ordered  to  be 
read  a  third  time. 

GEOROE  HARRISON. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  the  pre- 
vious orders  of  the  day  were  postponed;  and  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  George  Harrison  and  his 
sureties  was  taken  up  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

After  a  few  remarks  by  Mr.  CRITTENDEN, 
in  explanation  and  in  favor  of  the  bill,  and  by 
Messrs.  WRIGHT  and  PHELPS  in  opposition 
to  it,  the  last-named  Senator  proposed  to  amend 
it,  so  as  to  exclude  an  allowance  for  certain  cloth- 
ing for  which  Harrison,  us  paymustcr,  was  re- 
sponsible. 

The  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 
PRKEMITIO.N  RIGHTS. 

The  bill  for  Ihe  relief  of  citizens  of  towns  on 
the  lands  of  the  United  States,  under  certain  cir- 


cumstances—that is,  granting  tliem  preemption 
rights  to  town  lots— came  up  in  order  before  the 
Senate  on  the  question  of  engrossment. 

'I'he  bill  was  debated  by  Messrs.  HAYWOOD. 
JARNAGIN,  PHELPS,  and  WOODBRIDGEJ 
and  passed  over  informally  till  to-morrow. 

DISTRICT  BANKS. 

Mr.  MILLER  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on 
Wednesday,  call  up  the  bill  to  recharlcr  the  banks 
of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

TUB  TARIFF. 

The  first  bill  among  the  special  orders  called 
up  was  that  of  Mr.  McDufiie,  for  restoring  the 
tariff  to  the  standard  of  the  compromise  act;  the 
pending  question  being  on  the  resolutions  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance  for  its  indefinite  postpone- 
ment. 

Mr.  EVANS  observed  that  the  motion  lay  on 
the  table  at  present,  to  be  called  up  at  the  instance 
of  any  Senator  desirous  of  expressing  his  views 
on  the  subject.  He  should  merely  give  notice 
that  to-morrow  he  would  move  to  take  up  the 
resolutions,  that  the  Senator  from  Alabama  [Mr. 
Bagbt]  might  have  an  opportunity  of  sneaking 
on  the  subject. 

CUMBERLAND  ROAD. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  con- 
tinuation of  the  Cumberland  road  through  the 
States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  was  the 
next  in  order. 

The  question  pending  was  on  ordering  the  bill 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  this  question. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered ;  and  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  he  engrossed  for  a  third  reailing — 
yeas  ii'J,  nays  12;  as  follows: 

YKAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Atchison,  Barrow,  Bales,  Bayard, 
Benton,  llre-sn,  Cboaie,  Criuendon,  Kullnn,  tlannegan, 
Jnrnagin,  Johnson,  Merrick,  Moorliead.  I'orler,  l^einple, 
Hevier,  Sinunons,  Hlurgeon,  Tapiiun,  White,  and  Wood- 
bridge— 23. 

NAV8— Messrs.  Archer,  Alherlon,  Bagbv.  Berrien,  Clay- 
ton, Evans,  Fairfield,  Haywood,  McDulfie,  Blaiuimn, 
Phelps,  and  Woodbury— la.  .  ■•       . 

OREGON. 

The  next  bill  on  the  special  orders  was  Senate 
bill  No.  23,  to  encourage  the  settlement  of  Oregon 
Territory. 

Mr.  ATCHISON  observed  that  when  the  res- 
olution to  give  notice  to  the  British  Government 
of  the  discontinuance  of  the  convention  of  joint 
occupation  w,is  ui),  the  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Relations  had,  from  a  source 
deemed  authentic,  informed  the  Senate  that  a  ne- 
gotiation was  on  foot,  which  probably  would 
adjust  the  Oregon  question  before  the  close  of  the 
present  session;  and  the  arrival  of  a  British  min- 
ister to  carry  on  that  negotiation  had  been  urged 
as  a  reason  for  postponing  action  on  the  present 
bill  till  a  late  period  of  the  session.  He  now  un- 
derstood from  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations,  that  probably  some  days  would 
elapse  before  he  could  say  what  would  be  the  re- 
sult of  the  negotiation.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, he  would  not  now  press  for  the  consid- 
eration of  the  bill,  but  would  wait  a  few  days, 
with  an  understanding  that  it  should  be  acted 
upon  in  sufficient  time  ueforc  the  close  of  the  ses- 
sion. 

Mr.  ARCHER  was  understood  to  say  that  he 
would  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  giving  the 
Senator  the  necessary  infiirmation,  to  enable  lum 
to  fi.\  a  day  for  calling  it  up  ogain. 
The  general  orders  were  then  resumed. 
PAY  OF  THE  NAVY. 

The  Senate  bill  (No.  101)  supplementary  to  the 
act  entitled  "  An  act  to  regulate  the  pay  of  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States"  was  next  taken  up; 
and  its  consideration,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  was  resumed,  the  question  pending  being 
on  the  amendments  ofrereil  by  the  Senator  from 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  Choatk]  when  the  bill  was 
before  under  discussion. 

Those  amendments  were,  in  the  second  section, 
to  make  the  compensation,  by  shipwreck  or  acci- 
dent, in  case  of  the  loss  of  the  vessel,  for  any  petty 
oflicer,  sergeant,  or  corporal  of  inarines,  si.xty  dol- 
lars, instead  of  twenty-five  dollars  proposed  by 
the  bill;  for  a  seaman,  marine,  landsman,  on  ser- 
vice, or  fireman,  fifty  dollars,  instead  of  iwentj 
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iiriccn  dollnrs. 

Mr.  BAYARD  objected  to  lliis  increnseof  com- 
pensaiiun.  It  vviuilil,  in  the  casi;  iif  n  first  clnss 
frigate  being  lost,  make  nn  nddiiioii  of  fifty  per 
cent,  to  llie  uminiiit  conceived  necessary  for  coin- 
nensiilioii  to  the  clnss  coming  under  tlie  denom- 
ination of  petty  officers,  seamen,  and  marines. 
Tlio  iiilowunci'  proposed  by  the  bill  would,  on  a 
first  class  frigate,  be  for  them  about  twenty  thou- 
sand dollars;  to  which  the  amendments,  if  adopted, 
would  add  §10,000.  It  was  not  proposed  nor 
intended  lo  give  full  compensation  for  everything 
lost  by  the  crew.  The  object  was  lo  make  a  ren- 
Bonable  and  ratable  compensation  for  part  of  each 
individual's  loss.  The  committee  had  been  guided 
in  fi.King^  the  rate  of  compensation  by  the  regula- 
tions in  the  English  naval  service,  witli  this  ex- 
ception, that  u  much  larger  proportionate  allow- 
ance was  made  for  losses  sustained  by  the  petty 
officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  than  in  the  Bcitisn 
service. 

Mr.  CHOATE  reiterated  tlie  arguments  lie  had 
used  in  support  of  his  amt:ndm>'nls  when  they 
were  before  under  consideration;  and  maintained 
that,  to  make  the  bill  equitable,  it  was  but  just  to 
allow  $G^)  to  a  petty  officer  whose  actual  loss  was 
at  least  $100;  and  $50  to  a  sailor,  marine,  or  ordi- 
nary hand  in  the  service,  whose  actual  loss  was 
ftSO,  so  as  to  make  the  proposed  allowances  pro- 
portionate to  those  of  the  officers  whose  losses 
were  not  greater  in  proportion. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  was  in  favorof  the  amend- 
ments propo.sed  by  the  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts. Ue  considered  the  whole  matter  resolved 
itself  into  this:  that  a  maximum  allowance  was 
lo  be  fixed  by  the  bill,  beyond  which  the  Navy 
Department  could  not  go.  But  it  was  clear  that 
the  Department  would  have  to  investigate  each 
application;  and  where  no  loss  was  incurred,  no 
allowance  would  be  made;  but  the  compensation 
would  be  in  reference  to  the  actual  loss,  keeping 
in  view  the  maximum  allowance,  which  was  not 
lo  be  exceeded. 

Mr.  BAYARD  explained,  that  the  committee, 
in  framing  the  bill,  had  taken  great  pains  to  fix 
upon  the  scale  laid  down.  They  had  consulted 
with  exi>erienced  lutval  officers,  who  approved  of 
Ibis  scale,  lie  therefore  saw  no  necessity  for  the 
extension  now-proposed. 

Mr.  CHOATE,  as  a  counter  evidence  of  naval 
officers,  rend  extracts  from  the  letter  ho  had  quoted 
from  on  a  former  occasion,  showing  that  the  av- 
erage of  lo.ss  sustained  by  each  petty  officer  on 
the  Missouri  was  $100, and  each  seamen,  marine, 
and  fireman  $00. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Cuoate's 
amendmenu,  and  they  were  adopted. 

Mr.  ALLEN  renewed  his  motion,  made  when 
the  bill  was  before  under  discussion,  lo  strike  out 
the  second  section,  [that  specifying  the  scale  of 
compensation,  as  a  general  law.] 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  moved  to  amend  the  second 
section  before  the  question  was  puloji  striking  it 
out.  His  amendment  was  lo  strike  out  ihe  word 
"  otherwise"  in  the  bcginniiigof  the  scclion  which 
runs  thus: 

Src.  2.  At/t  he  it  further  enacted.  That  whenever  anv 
shipur  vessel  of  llic  United  .-llales  shall  he  Ins!  by  shi|i- 
wreck  »r  otherwUe,  an  allowance  ^hull  he  made  lo  the 
ofliccre  and  erew  nt'said  ship  for  looses  HUt<tuiaedhy  them, 
Hccurdittg  to  s-nch  (<calo  and  undersueh  resulation!*  iw  shall 
be  eslabllslK'd  by  llie  Navy  Department:  Proirided,  4c. 

And  insert  in  place  of  it  the  word  "  capture;" 
so  that  it  would  read:  "  lost  by  shipwreck  or  cap- 
ture," &.c. 

His  object  was  lo  exclude  such  a  wide  latitude 
as  the  word  "otherwise "admitted  of,  and  to  con- 
fine the  general  law  lo  mere  cases  of  shipwreck 
or  capture. 

Mr.  ALLENsuggested  to  his  friend  from  Norlh 
Carolina  that  it  would  be  belter  to  suspend  his 
motion  to  amend  till  the  question  was  taken  on 
striking  out  the  section,  as  Oi"  reached  at  once 
the  whole  principle. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER  observed  that 
the  usual  course  vi-as  to  perfect  the  section  by 
amendment  before  tlie  question  of  striking  out 
was  taken. 

Mr.  ALLEN  did  not  oppose  ihe  course  pointed 
out;  he  only  suggested  the  propriety  of  testing 
the  sense  of  the  Senate  on  striking  out  the  sec- 
tion, which  might  save  the  liinc  of  amending  it. 

iMr.  HAYWOOD  rciiiarked  that  the  course 


the  object  he  had  in  view;  for,  if  his  amendment 
were  adopted,  it  would  render  the  section  aixept- 
ablc  to  him,  because -it  would  exclude  the  case  of 
the  Missouri,  which  he  wished  to  sec  put  upon 
its  own  merits,  as  a  separate  measure.  If  bis 
amendment  were  not  adopted,  he  should  vole  for 
striking  out  the  section. 

Mr.  BAYARDobservcd  that  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment would  have  control  of  the  matter.  He  would 
have  no  objection  to  adopting  the  language  ot  the 
act  of  1800,  which  was:  "  vcs.sels  wrecked,  lost, 
or  destroyed." 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  considered  the  word  "de- 
.stroyed"  equally  indefinite  as  the  word  "other- 
wise." It  was  only  in  an  extreme  case,  such  as 
shipwreck  or  capture,  that  a  general  provision 
should  be  made,  compensating  uniocent  siifierers 
for  individual  lo.ssi:s.  The  mischief  of  holding  out 
compensation  for  losses  by  fire,  wiiile  a  ship  lay 
at  anchor  in  harbor,  was  apparent.  It  might  lead 
to  neglect  of  duty  or  exertion  to  save  the  vessel, 
the  chance  of  escajie  being  at  hand. 

This  point  was  discussed  at  considerable  length 
by  Messrs.  BAYARD,  CHOATE,  and  HAY- 
WOOD; after  which  the  vote  was  taken  on  Mr. 
Haywood's  amendment,  and  it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  BAYARD  observed  that,  as  an  opportu- 
nity would  offer,  when  the  case  of  the  Grampus 
came  up,  to  include  iiie  case  of  tlic  Iiiissouii,  lie 
would,  in  order  lo  divest  this  general  law  of  all 
special  legislation,  move  to  strike  out  the  fourth 
scclion,  [relating  to  the  Missouri  sleam  frigate.] 

This  amenditient  was  adopted. 

So  the  fourth  section  was  stricken  out. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  Mr.  Allen'i 
motion  to  strike  out  the  second  section;  upon 
which 

Mr.  BllEESE  called  fur  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  moved  lo  amend  the  section  in 
the  third  line,  before  the  question  was  put  on 
striking  out.  His  amendment  was,  to  insert  after 
the  w(ud  "  otherwise,"  before  quoted,  the  words, 
"  except  captured  by  nn  enemy." 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  question  recurring  on  striking  out  the  sec- 
ond section, 

Mr.  ALLEN  recapitulated  his  arguments  on 
the  subject  when  the  bill  was  before  under  con- 
sideration, and  showed  that  tlie  only  safe  course 
was  to  trust  to  special  legislation  upon  each  case 
as  it  should  arise  in  the  naval  service.  As  a  new 
point,  he  showed  that  it  was  absurd  to  ground  the 
merits  of  this  bill  on  the  experience  of  the  British 
naval  service;  for  that  experience  for  two  hundred 
years  had  been  against  any  general  law  on  the 
subject;  and  the  only  real  experience  of  this  new 
principle  which  could  be  relied  upon,  was  that 
which  resulted  from  the  adoption  of  the  order,  in 
council  of  1840.  But  no  proof  had  been  offered 
even  of  that  short  experience.  It  was  altogether 
an  experiment  yet  to  be  tried  in  the  British  naval 
service.  It  was  one  ^'hich  he  did  not  wish  to  see 
tried  in  the  American  naval  service. 

Mr.  BAYARD  replied  that  the  commission  ap- 
pointed by  the  British  Government  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  such  a  law  in  1838,  had  been 
composed  of  the  highest  and  most  experienced 
officers  in  the  military,  naval,  and  civil  service  of 
the  country;  and,  after  two  years  of  labor  and  in- 
vestigaii<Mi,  and  the  examination  of  a  great  num- 
ber of  wiini'sses,  they  had  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  such  a  regulation  was  indispensably  neces- 
.sary  for  the  good  of  the  service.  It  was  no  argu- 
ment to  say  that  improvements  should  not  be 
adopted,  because  for  centuries  the  world  had  done 
without  them.  The  necessity  for  this  improve- 
ment had  been  established  by  long  experience. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Allen's 
motion  to  strike  out  the  second  section,  and  re- 
sulted— yeas  13,  nays  23;  as  follows: 

YKAS — Messrs.  Allen.  Alherton,  Ilagby,  Benton,  Bree?e, 
Fnlton,  Haywood,  McDulfie,  Bcinple,  Sevier,  Sturgeon, 
Tappaii.  and  Wright — l.'l. 

NAVS— Messrs.  Archi:r.  Bates,  Bayard,  Oerrirn,  C'hoale, 
Clayton,  Crillenden,  Kvans,  Fairfield,  Foster,  Henderson, 
!ln»er,  lluntinplon,  Jarna<;in.  Johnsini,  .Merrick,  Miller, 
Phelps,  Itlves,  Siuiuions,  White,  Woodbrldge,  and  Wood- 
bury—23. 

So  the  motion  was  negatived. 

The  bill,  as  amended,  was  then  reported  back 
to  the  Senate,  and  the  amendments  were  con- 
curred in. 
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amendment,  offered  in  Cnminiltce  of  the  Wlioli 
had  not  been  understood,  or  it  would  not  Uvf. 
been  rejected.  He  should  therefore  renew  bis 
motion  to  amend  the  bill  in  the  third  line  of  thi! 
second  .section,  by  inserting,  after  the  wonls 
"  whenever  any  ship  or  vessel  of  the  Uniltd 
States  shall  be  l(jst,  by  shipwreck  or  nilicrv.'isr  " 
the  words  "except  by  capture."  Hisolijcclwm 
to  exclude  from  the  compensation  proposed  all 
ca.ies  in  which  a  vessel  is  suffered  by  the  crenf  Id 
be  captured  by  pn  enemy.  It  was  obvious  thit, 
to  compen.sale  the  individuals  who  were  to  mm- 
tain  their  ship,  for  losses  incase  of  capture  ,»oulil 
bo  to  hold  out  some  iiiducement  lo  iheni  tojur- 
render  sooner  than  if  no  such  inducement  a- 
islcd.  He  thought  there  should  be  no  iniluee- 
ment  whatever  held  out  in  such  cases.  On  tliia 
question  he  called  for  the  yeas  and  iiayB;  wliicli 
were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Taphii'i 
amendment,  and  resulted — yeas  111,  nays  \i\  ai 
follows: 

VEAS  —  Messrs.  .Allen,  Archer,  Atclilma,  Altiwot, 
Barrow,  Benton,  Berrien,  Br«*ese,  Clicntc,  ('rllleibJn, 
Foster.  Fnltnti,  Henderson.  .VclliitTli-,  Milk-r.  Pevirr,  Smr. 
gron,  'rappaii,  WiwidhridS"',  Woodlmry,  and  Wnftit— 31. 

N. A  VS— .Messrs.  Ilayiud, Clayton,  Bvaii»,FaltliulA,Uaj. 
wood,  HoEjiT,  Jurnlij{iii,  Jolliisuii,  Meirick,  Ttietps,  Hire*, 
and  Wliile— IJ. 

So  the  amendment  was  adopted. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  lo  beengroutJ,u 
amended,  for  a  third  reading. 

EXECUTIVE  SESSION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BENTON,  ihc  S«nal«  »tni 
into  executive  session,  and  after  a  short  lim 
spent  therein,  adjourned. 
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HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monday,  May  6,  1844. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  having  been  mi, 

Mr.  ADAMS  rose  and  moved  a  correction  of 
the  same,  by  striking  out  from  the  commanics- 
lion  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  (in  answer  to  a 
resolution  of  this  House,  inquiring  whctbtrany 
gross  errors  had  been  discovered  in  the  priiiiiii» 
of  the  sixth  census,)  as  copied  upon  the  Jounal, 
the  words:  "  that  no  such  errors  had  beendinwr- 
ercd."  Mr.  A.  accompanied  his  motion  with lome 
remarks,  but  in  so  low  a  tone  that  the  p-pnttft 
could  with  difficulty  gather  their  import.  Hesaiil 
it  could  not  possibly  be  a  correct  represenhiUiiD, 
because  very  gross  errors  had  been  diacoTen'd,ai 
he  intended  and  would  pledge  himself  to  shu». 

The  SPEAKER  remarked  that  whether  ernvn 
existed  or  not  would  be  a  matter  for  investijatioa. 
In  the  opinion  of  the  Chair,  there  was  nocrrofof 
the  Journal,  because  it  contained  only  a  faithful 
transcript  of  the  communication  made  bjr  ibt 
Sccreuiry  of  Slate. 

Mr.  ADAMS  persisted  in  his  motion.  It"" 
the  most  extraoruiiiary  cominuiiicatioo  ever  mad* 
from  the  State  Department. 

Mr.  WELLER  observed  ihat,  inasmuch  as  tke 
Journal  contained  only  a  transcript  of  the  com- 
municatioii,  there  was  no  error  to  be  correctea. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  would  pledge  hini«lfw 
produce  documents  lo  prove  that  gross  errors  O" 
exist.  He  would  adduce  such  proofs  as  up  ma" 
would  be  able  to  contradict. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  remarked  that,  if  M 
understood  ihe  motion  of  the  gentleman  frem 
Massachusetts,  it  was  lo  correct  amisiakeofuie 
Clerk  in  journalizing  what  was  stand  in  thecom- 
munication  from  the  State  Department.  If  ll"' 
were  so,  it  appeared  to  him  the  moii 
to  succeed,     'riie  Secretary  of  Sta' 

fiorted  to  the  House  that  there  were  i 
ic  presumed  that  it  must  bo  so  journaiii-il- 
Mr.  HOLMES  said,  whelherlheJounmUhooli 

be  altered  or  not  was  one  question;    ' 
the  assertion  of  the  genlleninn  fron 
setts,  in  opposition  to  the  assertion  of ..  ".-■•  ■ 
tionary  of  the  Government,  was  lo  be  ihc  IM* 
before  this  House,  wa.s  another  question,     iw 
gentleman,  in  a  summary  mode,  aitenip 
negative  the  assertion  of  the   SecreUiry  oi 
upon  whom  they  had  called  for  itiforuiation.  .t~ 
if  the  House  should  accede  to  the  motion  of  ll* 
gentleman,  it  would   be,  in    effect.  dedarii-S   '■ 
advance  that  what  the  Secretary  had  st»i 
false.    This  uppeai-vd  to  be  ihe  clear  aud  i  - 
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object  of  the  gentleman  w)io  made  the  motion. 
He  thought  the  Honse  ought  not,  on  tl>e  mere 
ipst  dixit  of  any  man,  however  sagacious,  to  neg- 
ative the  deliberate  statement  of  a  high  functionary 
of  ihe  Government. 

Mr.  VVELLER  s«ld  he  tliought  they  were 
making  a  bad  commencement  of  the  week  by 
consuming  the  time  in  a  discu.ssion  so  utterly 
useless.  He  supposed  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts had  now  attained  his  object  by  making 
an  attack  upon  the  Secretary  of  State.  As  to 
whether  the  report  of  the  Secretary  was  true  or 
not,  was  an  issue  between  the  gentleman  and  the 
Secretary  of  Stale.  The  gentlemun  alleged  that 
tlie  Secretary  had  made  a  false  report,  in  stating 
that  no  gross  errors  had  been  committed.  This 
was  not  the  question,  however,  presented  to  the 
House  By  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts. 
The  only  question  for  the  House  to  decide  was, 
whether  the  Clerk,  in  making  up  the  Journal, 
had  made  it  conform  to  the  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State.  It  was  apparent,  on  inspection, 
that  it  did  conform  to  the  report;  and  therefore 
there  was  no  error  to  be  corrected.  He  demanded 
the  previous  oucstinn. 

The  demand  for  the  previous  question  was  sec- 
onded, and  the  main  question  ordered  to  be  now 
put. 

Mr.  ADAMS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  motion  to  amend  the  Journal;  on  which  de- 
mand tellers  were  called  for. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  GRmNCLL 
and  Haralson  were  appointed,  and  they  re- 
ported— ayes  2d,  noes  96. 

So  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and  re- 
sulted— yeas  32,  nays  12G. 

So  the  Journal  was  not  amended. 

Mr.  McKAY  renewed  his  motion  to  go  into 
the  Committee  of  llie  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

Mr.  ADAMS  asked  if  it  was  in  order  to  move 
to  refer  the  subject  just  disposed  of  to  a  select 
committee  with  mstructions. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  in  the  negative. 

Mr,  AD.VMSmoved  a  sus|K'n8ion  of  the  rules. 

Mr.SCHENCKasked  if  an  amendment  to  the 
Journal  did  not  take  precedence. 

The  SPE.\KER  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  then  moved  to  amend  the 
Journal,  by  inserting  thereon  the  entire  commu- 
nication received  from  the  Secretary  of  State. 

The  SPE.'VKER  put  the  question,  and  decided 
that  the  motion  appeared  to  be  lost. 

Mr.  SCHENCn!  called  for  a  division, and  also 
for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  SPEAKER  put  the  question  on  the  mo- 
tion for  the  yeas  and  nays;  and  as  sixteen  only 
voted  in  the  affirmative,  it  was  declared  to  be 
lost. 

The  SPEAKER  next  put  the  question  on  the 
motion  to  amend  the  Journal,  by  inserting  the 
communication  of  the  Secretary  of  Slate;  which 
was  negatived. 

Mr.  SCffENCK  asked  for  a  division  on  the 
call  for  the  yeas  and  nays.  [Cries  of  "  It  is  too 
late."] 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  gentleman's  motion 
came  too  lale,  for  the  question  of  amendment  had 
intervened,  and  was  negatived. 

THE  RENCOUNTER  IN  THE  IIOUSB. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  asked  the  gentleman  from 
Norlh  Carolina  to  withdraw  his  motion  logo  into 
committee,  to  allow  him  an  opportunity  to  make 
a  report  from  a  select  committee.  He  would 
make  a  brief  explanatory  statement  of  the  report 
which  he  was  about  to  make.  It  was  from  the 
select  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
circumstances  of  the  late  rencounter  between  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Rathbcn]  and 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  White,]  and 
the  circumstances  attending  the  wounding  of  a 
police  officer  by  an  individual  named  William  S. 
Moore..  On  the  first  branch  of  the  subject  submit- 
ted to  the  committee — that  in  relation  to  the  ren- 
^^_  counter  between  two  members  of  this  House — the 
^^B  committee  had  examined  thirty-four  witnesses, 
^^H  whose  statements  were  sworn  to:  of  those  ex 
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aminations    the    committee    had    reported   such 
I  portions  as  they  deemed  necessary,  but  the  com- 
mittee considered  that  they  had  no  authority  to 
I  report  any  resolution;  and  therefore  the  commit- 
tee left  the  case  with  the  House  for  its  disposal, 
[  submitting  a  report  of  the  (acts  and  the  testimony 


only.  In  the  second  branch  of  the  case — as  to 
t!.e  assault  by  William  S.  Moore  on  a  police 
officer — the  committee  had  examined  sixteen  wit- 
nesses; and  in  their  report  on  that  branch  of  the 
case  they  had  staled  all  the  material  facts  The 
committee  had  expressed,  in  distinct  terms,  the 
power  of  this  Honse  to  exolude  offenders  against 
decorum  from  its  presence,  and  to  punish  for  con- 
tempt committed  within  its  presence,  or  the  viola- 
tion of  any  of  its  acknowledged  privileges.  But 
as  it  had  been  decided  by  the  United  Stat(-s  Su- 
preme Court,  in  cases  which  the  report  set  forth, 
that  the  House  had  no  power  to  punish  for  con- 
tempt beyond  imprisonment,  which  could  only 
last  during  the  continuance  of  the  session  of  the 
House,  the  committee  had  thought  proper  to 
report  a  resolution,  although  the  committee  were 
only  called  upon  to  report  the  facta  of  the  case. 
They  had  deemed  it  ailvisable  to  report  a  resolu- 
tion to  enable  the  House  to  act  directly  on  the 
question,  both  as  regarded  Moore  and  themselves. 

And  whilst  the  committee  deemed  it  competent 
in  this  House  to  punish  individuals  for  a  violation 
of  its  privileges,  and  whilst  such  a  punishment 
would  be  no  bar  to  any  future  prosecution,  the 
committee  was  of  opinion  that  no  such  punish- 
ment should  be  inflicted  by  this  House;  but  that 
Moore  should  be  turned  over  to  thejudicial author- 
ities of  the  country.  He  would  further  state  that 
sufficient  evidence  had  been  taken  by  a  magis- 
trate whereon  to  is.sue  a  warrant,  and  an  officer 
would  be  ready  to  take  Moore  into  custody  as 
soon  as  he  should  be  discharged  from  the  custody 
of  the  Sergeant-at-Arms.  There  was  another 
branch  of  the  subject  submitted  to  the  committee 
— that  in  relation  to  an  enactment  to  punish  future 
outrages  within  the  Capitol;  and  in  respect  to 
that,  he  begged  to  say  that  the  committee  still  had 
it  under  consideration,  and  that  the  report  now 
made  was  but  a  report  in  part.  He  then  sub- 
mitted Ihe  resolution,  which  declared  that  it  was 
inexpedient  to  take  further  steps  in  the  case  of 
William  S.  Moore,  and  that  he  be  delivered  oyer 
to  the  civil  authorities;  and  on  this  resolution  he 
moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  suggested  to  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina  the  propriety  of  allowing 
this  subject  to  go  over  to  a  future  day. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  made  some  remarks  which 
were  not  di.-<tinctly  heard.  ~- 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  r.alled  for  the  reading  of  the 
report,  and  it  was  read. 

The  report,  in  substance,  states  that,  after  hav- 
ing examined  a  great  number  of  witnesses,  on 
oath,  the  facts  est:iblished  were,  that  while  the 
House  was  in  session,  and  a  debate  going  on,  Mr. 
Kennedt,  of  Indiana,  had  made  a  statement  in 
relation  to  a  certificate  given  by  him  and  some 
other  gentlemen  in  regard  to  the  authenticity  of 
an  extract  of  some  remarks  of  Mr.  Clay.  That 
Mr.  Rathbcn  said,' when  Mr.  K.  concluded: 
"  Yes,  we  can  prove  it,  all  around  the  House." 
To  which  Mr.  White,  turning  towards  him,  re- 
plied: ".If  you  do,  you  will  prove  a  damned  lie — 
swallow  that;"  that  immediately  Mr.  Rathbdk 
struck  at  Mr.  White,  and  blows  passed  between 
the  gentlemen;  but  that  they  were  immediately 
separated  by  the  gentlemen  near  them. 

In  relation  to  the  ease  of  Mr.  Moore,  the  report 
states  that ,  when  the  rencounter  took  place  between 
Messrs.  White  and  Rathbcn,  he  was  found 
within  the  bar,  and  resisting  the  Sergeant-at-Arms; 
that  Mr.  McCauslen  removed  him  from  the  Hall, 
and  pushed  him  out  of  the  door;  that  on  Mr.  Mc- 
Cavslen's  leaving  him,  and  returning  into  the 
House,  he  fired  a  pistol,  by  which  Mr.  Wirt,  one 
of  the  police,  was  wounded  in  the  leg;  that  he  was 
then  seized  by  the  persons  near  him,  and  secured, 
and  another  pistol  and  a  dirk  were  taken  from 
him.  The  committee  recommended  the  turning 
of  this  person  over  to  the  civil  aulliorities.  of  the 
District. 

Mr.  WHITE  asked  if  the  previous  question 
was  applicable  to  a  case  of  this  nature. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Chair,  it  was. 

Mr.  WHITE  .said  he  would  not  take  an  appeal; 
but  he  desired  to  know  if  the  proposition  was  to 
print  Ihe  entire  paper? 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  said  that  the  motion  was  to 
print  the  report  and  the  testimony,  and  lay  llicm 
on  the  table,  to  be  taken  up  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  WHITE  asked  if  it  was  the  intention  of 


the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  to  move  to 
take  up  Ihe  report  now.' 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  said  it  was  not. 

Mr.  WHITE  then  desired  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  to  withdraw  the  call  for  the  pre- 
vious question,  to  allow  him  to  suggest  a  material 
error  in  the  report,  which  no  doubt  the  committee 
unintentionally  made. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  withdrew  the  call  for  the  pre- 
vious question  on  condition  that  the  gentleman, 
after  making  his  explanation,  would  renew  it. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  suggested  to  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  if  it  would  not  be  better  to  lay 
the  sulyect  over  till  Monday. 

Mr.  WHITE.  No,  sir.  I  desire  to  correct  the 
error  now,  as  much  for  the  committee's  sake  as 
my  own.  The  error  consisted  in  omitting  to  state 
a  material  fact,  and  he  called  the  attention  of  the 
committee  to  it.  It  was  this:  the  committee  did 
not  stale  that,  in  the  reply  he  made  to  Mr.  Ratii- 
BON,  using  Ihe  epithet  quoted  by  the  committee, 
he  leaned  over  to  Mr.  RATHBUN,and  pronounced 
that  epithet  in  a  very  low  lone  of  voice,  so  as 
only  to  be  heard  by  Mr.  RATHBUKand  those  im- 
mediately near  him,  and  not  by  the  House.  This 
fact  was  testified  to  by  every  witness  who  had 
been  examined  on  the  subject;  and  yet  the  com- 
mittee omitted  to  notice  it.  He  now  appealed  to 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  to  state  that 
fact. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  said  that  the  reply  of  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  and  Ihemanncrof  the 
reply  were  both  taken  into  consideration  by  the 
committee;  but  they  had  not  deemed  it  necessary 
to  say  anylhingabout  the  mannerof  either  of  the 
gentlemen.  With  regard  to  the  lone  of  voice  in 
which  Ihe  gentleman  from  Kentucky  used  the 
remark  imputed  to  him  in  the  report,  it  was  true, 
as  the  gentleman  said,  that  he  spoke  in  a  low  lone 
of  voice;  but  inasmuch  as  the  gentleman  spoke 
sufficiently  loud  to  be  heard  by  Mr.  llATHBUxand 
those  immediately  near  him,  the  committee  did 
not  consider  it  of  any  importance  whatever. 

Mr.  WHITE  said  he  woflld  ask  if  it  was  not 
the  determination  of  the  committee,  at  one  lime, 
not  to  make  any  other  ri^port  than  the  testimony  ? 
He  had  understood  this,  and  it  struck  him  with 
surprise  this  morning  when  he  heard  the  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina  make  the  report  he  did. 
Under  the  pledge  given  to  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina,  he  would  renew  the  demand  for 
the  previous  question;  but  inasmuch  as  the  gen- 
tleman would  not  agree  to  correct  his  report,  he 
hoped  the  House  would  vote  down  the  motion 
for  Ihe  previous  question.  The  report  did  him 
injustice  in  the  particular  he  had  noticed,  and  he 
wished  to  move  to  correct  it.  If  the  report  wer.t 
abroad  in  the  present  shape,  it  would  be  of  no 
service  to  him  to  correct  it  a  fortnight  hence. 

Mr.  ELMER  asked,  if  the  subject  should  tie 
laid  on  the  table,  if  it  would  be  in  future  a  privi- 
leged question,  lo  be  taken  up  at  any  time  by  a 
niBJbriiv. 

The  Speaker  said  that  it  would. 

Mr.  WELLER  desired  lo  know  if  either  of  the 
gentlemen  particularly  interested  in  the  report 
desired  lo  speak  on  the  st:bjecl.  If  so,  it  would 
be  ijianifestly  unjust  to  sustain  the  call  for  the 
previous  question. 

Mr.  RATHBUN  observed  that  he  was  per- 
fectly willing  that  the  call  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion should  be  sustained. 

The  question  was  put  on  seconding  the  call  for 
the  previous  qui^stion,  and  carried — ayes  74,  noes 
38;  and  the  main  question  having  been  ordered, 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays,  and  they  were  ordered;  and  the  question 
was  then  taken,  and  resulted — yeas  117,  nays  54. 

Mr.  PETTIT  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
vote  just  taken;  and  he  did  so,  he  said,  more  with 
the  view  of  giving  expression  to  his  opinion  than 
with  any  expectation  of  carrying  Ihe  question  of 
reconsideration.  His  object  was  to  point  out  the 
inconsistency  between  the  report  of  the  commillee 
and  the  resolution  appended  to  that  report.  It 
would  be  recollected  that,  on  the  evening  when 
this  disastrous  difficulty  occurred  he  suggested 
that  this  House  had  no  power  to  punish  by  im- 
prisonment. He  held  this  doctrine  yet;  and  it 
was  the  only  doctrine  by  which  the  liberty  of 
the  subject  could  be  secured.  A  majority,  how- 
ever, decided  otherwise.  The  objection  he  made 
was,  that  the  report  of  the  committee  recognizes 
the  power  of  the  House  to  imprison  until  the  end 
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of  the  session;  tnkiiiE;  for  grantid  tlinl  tlie  indi- 
vidual was  guilty,  wiltioiil  nllnwiiif;  liini  nn  op- 
porHinily  to  dofind  liiinsilf.  If  llie  House  had 
lliis  power,  ihcy  ouijhi  nol  to  adopt  iliis  reaolu- 
lion.  If  ihey  had  liie  power  to  r(^dress  an  indig- 
nity of  this  nature,  they  ought  to  redros.s  it;  but 
be  would  endeavor  to  show  why  it  was  that  they 
hod  not  the  power. 

■  Mr.  SAUNDERS  inlerposed,  to  say  that  the 
report  did  not  express  an  opinion  ns  to  whether 
the  man  was  guilty  or  not. 

Mr.  PETTIT  said  the  report  expressed  the 
opinion  that  the  House  had  a  right  to  imprison. 
.  Mr.  SAUNDERS  remarked  that  that  question 
had  been  deeided  by  tlie  Supreme  Court. 

Mr.  PETTIT  said  there  were  other  cases  as 
well  as  that  where  the  Supreme  Court  had  decided 
erroneously.  That  court  decided  that  tlie  alien 
and  sedition  laws  of  the  elder  Adain.-i  wern  con- 
Btitutiuiial.  Let  him  not  be  referred  to  the  de- 
cision of  the  Supreme  Court  so  long  as  its  benches 
were  filled  by  Federal  judges.  If  it  were  true  that 
an  offense  had  been  committed  within  this  House, 
and  the  House  had  the  power  to  punish  the  of- 
fender, this  resolution  ought  never  to  have  dis- 
graced the  House.  The  House,  at  a  moment 
when  they  are  exasperated  and  enraged,  might 
do  more,  at  one  fell  blow,  to  bring  themselves 
into  ilisgrace  and  disrepute,  than  could  be  effected 
by  any  other  possible  means.  Gcnthmen  referred 
to  the  power  of  the  Briti.sh  Parliament.  They 
had  better  refer  to  the  instrument  under  which 
ihcy  held  lln;ir  seals  upon  that  floor. 

Mr.  STEWART,  of  Pennsylvania,  called  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana  to  order  for  irrelevancy. 

Mr.  PETTIT  continued  to  make  some  further 
remarks,  and  then  moved  the  previous  question 
on  his  motion;  on  which  fifty-one  voted  in  the 
nflirmative. 

Tellers  were  called  for,  and  Messrs.  Stewart 
of  Pennsylvania,  and   McClehu.ind    were   ap- 

1)ointed;  and  they  report(?d — ayes  G3,  noes  34, 
)eing  less  than  a  quorum. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  was  evident  there  was 
a  quorum  pri'sent;  and  he  requested  gentlemen  to 
vote  on  either  one  side  or  the  other. 

The  vote  was  again  laken;  and  80  voted  in  the 
offirinative  and  ,35  in  the  negative. 

So  there  was  a  second. 

The  main  question  was  also  ordered  to  be  put, 
and  the  question  recurred  on  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider; which  was  negatived. 

Mr.  WHITE  iiiquiivd  if  the  select  committee 
had  consented  to  make  the  alteration  in  their 
report  which  he  hud  suggested. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  nplied  that  there  was  no 
objection  to  the  alteration;  but  the  committee 
would  insist  on  making  still  further  nlteralions. 

Mr.  WHITE  said  he  felt  constrained  to  ofl'er 
n  resolution  for  the  recommitment  of  tliis  report, 
with  instructions  to  insert  words  descriptive  of 
the  tone  of  voice  in  which  he  used  the  words 
tlKit  were  attributed  to  him.  He  would  not  have 
made  this  motion  if  there  had  been  any  discrep- 
ancy in  the  testimony  of  the  witnesses  on  that 
point. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  rose  to  n  point  of  order.    The 

Crevious  question  had  bten  moved  and  sustained 
y  the  House,  on  llic  report  of  the  committee  and 
the. resolution;  and  therefore  it  was  not  competent 
for  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  io  go  on  with 
this  debate. 

A  conversation  ensued  between  Mr.  WHITE 
and  the  SPE.\KER,in  relation  to  the  position  of 
the  business  before  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that  the  resolution  and 
remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  were 
not  now  in  order;  and  he  announced  the  question 
to  be  on  the  motion  to  lay  the  report  on  the  table, 
with  the  accoinjianving  documents. 

Mr.  WHITE  aafeed  the  permission  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina  to  have  such  a  cor- 
rection made  in  his  report  as  would  accord  with 
the  admissions  of  that  gentleman  him.self. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  said  that  bis  motion  was, 
that  the  report  and  accompanying  document.M  be 
laid  on  the  table  and  printed. 

Afier  some  conversation  between  Messrs. 
WHITE  and  SAUNDERS, 

Mr.  WHITE  modified  his  motion  to  recom- 
mit, by  moving  to  recommit  without  instruc- 
tions. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  rose,  and  was  recognized 
by  the  Clinir;  but  yielded  to 


Mr.  RATHBUN,  who  submitted  the  .following 
amendment: 

And  rc[Kjrl  .ill  the  Inn^iiase  used  by  Mr.  Wiiitk  to  Mr. 
Ratiibcn  ;  and  al.^n  whether  l\Ir.  \V.  t\it\  not,  nt  the  fiiHtiint 
of  Itiii  answering  Mr.  U.,  raise  his  hanil  ami  attempt  to 
strilte  him. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  said  this  matter  seemed  to 
be  treated  ns  if  it  was  only  a  controversy  between 
the  ginlletnnn  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  White]  and 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Rathhun] 
i.and  the  gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  selecucom- 
j  mittee,  [Mr.  Saunders.]  The  whole  question, 
so  far  as  the  order  nod  dignity  of  the  House  were 
concerned,  wasoverlooked;  and  no  person  seemed 
to  have  thought  thai  the  House  should  take  any 
steps  to  vindicate  its  own  violated  order.  He 
thought  the  matter  should  be  laken  up  in  the 
House  and  discussed,  and  that  the  House  should 
considi'r  whether  it  would  take  any  further  steps 
to  vindionie  its  dignity.  He  confes.sed  he  heard 
the  report  of  the  committee  with  surprise.  He 
expected  that  ihey  would  have  recommended 
some  course  of  action  to  the  House,  instead  of 
confining  themselves  to  a  mere  report  of  the  facts. 
He  thought  that,  in.stead  of  recommitting  the  re- 
port, it  would  be  belter  to  fix  upon  some  day  for 
acting  on  it.  He  had  no  earthly  feeling  in  regard 
to  this  subject  further  than  it  might  comport  with 
the  character  and  iligniiy  of  the  House,  and  the 
influence  it  might  hnve  on  the  institutions  of  the 
country. 

Mr.  STEWART,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  the 
previous  question;  lint  at  the  earnest  request  of 
Mr.  White,  withdrew  it  to  enable  him  to  offer 
some  remarks. 

Mr.  WHITE  said  that  the  gentleman  fromTcn- 
nessee  [Mr.  C.  Johnson]  had  very  calmly  risen 
here,  and  delivered  a  very  graceful  lecture  to  the 
House  on  the  subject  of  iTecorum,  dignity,  and 
order.  The  genlleman  .said  that  it  was  not  a 
question  between  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
and  himself,  (Mr.  W.,)  but  a  question  of  thei.r- 
der  and  dignity  of  the  House.  Tliis  swelled  in 
the  bosom  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  and 
he  told  the  House  that  he  was  not  for  suppressing 
the  matter,  but  for  such  action  as  the  dignity  and 
character  of  the  House  required.  Did  not  the 
gentleman,lwenly  minutes  ago,  vole  for  the  previ- 
ous qui;slionto  8topdebate,and  washenotunwill- 
ingto  Older  the  committee  to  correctan  important 
error?  Now,  he  wished  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee to  understand,  and  the  House  Io  under- 
stand, that  he  wanted  no  man's  voice  silenced  on 
this  question.  He  did  not  vote  for  the  previous 
question.  He  wanted  the  whole  truth  brought 
out;  and  whatever  it  might  be,  he  was  prepared 
to  bear  it,  not  only  in  the  face  of  the  House,  but 
of  the  civilized  world.  Whilst  he  said  this,  he 
should  ever  protest  against  the  palpable  injustice 
that  report  had  done  him.  He  would  not  have 
wished  the  committee  to  state  any  facts  but  such 
as  were  not  disputed — such  as  there  was  no  con- 
flicting testimony  in  regard  to.  On  this  subject 
there  was  a  variety  of  conflicting  testimony;  but 
the  fact  he  wished  to  be  noticed  in  the  rejiort  was 
one  about  which  there  was  no  dispute.  All  the 
witnesses  concurred  in  regard  to  it.  The  com- 
mittee had  reported  the  oflfensive  language  he  used 
to  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  and  the  epithet 
accompanying  it,  leaving  it  to  be  inferred  that  it 
was  loud  enough  to  be  heard  by  the  whole  House, 
and  thereby  violating  its  order;  while,  in  fact,  the 
epithet  he  used  was  intended  for  the  ear  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  alone.  Heleaneddown 
to  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  and  whispered 
the  offensive  remark  in  his  ear,  and  it  was  only 
heard  by  him  and  by  the  few  gentlemen  immedi- 
ately around  hiin.  If,  howeTer,thc  report  should 
go  out  as  it  is,  he  should  stand  condemned  as 
having  been  guilty  of  conduct  creating  disorder 
and  confusion,  and  to  the  annoyance  of  the  whole 
body. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  made  some  remark,  which 
was  not  distinctly  heard. 

Mr.  WHITE  said  he  wished  to  state  that, 
when  he  used  the  expressions  to  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  referred  to  in  the  riport,  he  w.'^s 
OS  cool  and  collected  as  he  was  this  moiniMit.  He 
knew  what  he  was  about  at  the  lime,  and  replied 
to  what  he  supposed  was  intended  ns  an  insult  in 
what  he  considered  a  proper  mar'ier.  He  leaned 
down  and  whispered  tile  reply  in  the  gentleman's 
ear,  inU'iiding  no  one  to  hear  it  but  the  gentleman 
himself. 


He  had  now  a  word  to  say  Io  the  orderly  ep„. 
tleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  C.  Johvsok  ]  He 
wished  to  enll  the  attention  of  the  House  toa 
scene  in  which  the  gentleman  cutafigurp  not  vcrv 
long  ago.  There  w.a3  a  scene  of  disorder  in  the 
House  on  the  occasion  ho  referred  to,  and  the  gen- 
tleman waa  part  and  parcel  of  it.  It  wa.s  too  (ll^ 
vioiis,  too  notorious,  to  have  cscapecf  ihc  notice 
of  most  of  the  gentlemen  present,  and  thecpjihcu 
that  were  hurled  backwards  and  forwards  bythe 
two  gentlemen  engaged  could  not  be  forgotten 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON.  I  should  like  to  kno* 
what  the'  gentleman  alludes  to.' 

Mr.  WHITE.    Could  the  genlleman  hnvefor- 
gotten  what  look  place  between  liini  and  ilicjen- 
tleman  from  Soutli  Carolina,  [Mr.  Holhes?)  Of 
all  the  gentlemen  on   this  floor  whose  muuthi 
should  have  been  closed  on  the  subject  of  otdct 
and  decorum,  the  gentleman  from  Soulh Csroliiu, 
who,  the  other  day,  moved  his  expulsion,  and 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  who  now  di«- 
coursed  soelociuently  on  the  subjectof  order  «iid 
decorum,  shoiitd  at  least  be  silent.  Hnditeseapfd 
the  memory  of  the  gentleman  that  a  sccni'  of  ihi? 
nature  took  place  between  lilm  and  thegein' 
from  South  Carolina  on  the  floor  of  the  II 
The  gentleman  surely  could  not  have  fir, 
it,  nor  the  epithets  that  he  and  the  gemlfm;i 
on  that  occasion.  Ho  wished  to  coll  the  aiiiia..,« 
of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  to  nnothirfbel 
While  he  used  the  epithets  to  the  gentleman  fn 
New  York  in  a  low  tone  of  voice,  the  epith 
that  passed  between  the  gentleman  and  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  were  loud  enou:^hn 
be  heard  in  the  northwest  part  of  the  Iloll.ulwfl: 
he  sat.     Mr.  W.,  afler  a  few  more  remarks,  sail 
ho  wanted  the  matter  sifted  to  the  bottom;  and  if 
they  were  going  to  rectify  the  morals  of  the  Hon*', 
let  us  take  up  all  the  disorders  that  hnve  oirn. 
He  therefore  would  amend  h  is  motion  by  i'^    : 
to  recommitthe report, withinstructionslii; 
into  the  altercation  that  took  place  betui 
gentleman  from  Teiine-ssee    [Mr.  C.  Juii'.    ■. 
and  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mi. 
Holmes.] 

In  conclusion,  he  hoped  the  House  would  nut 
hesitate.     If  ihe  commitlec  had  not  the  power  U 
make    the    amendment,  he   hoped,  at  leasi,  ;us 
report  would  not  be   permitted  to  go  fort' 
world  without   being  amended;  for  he  d 
before  the  House  and  before  the  world,  ini;  a 
the  committee  would  but  report  the  testihioiiyiu 
given,  no  imputation  of  guilt  could  rest  upon  him 
III  the  mind  of  any  honorable  man;  and  bewooU 
now  move,  in  addition  to  his  former  motion,  Ubi 
the  committee  be  instructed  also  »o  inquire  into 
the   disgraceful  tran.saction   which  occurred  b!^ 
tween  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  r'''  '•'■■ 
gentleman  from  Tennessee.     Afler  som- 
remarks  touching  this  iransaction.Mr.  W 
drew  this  latter  proposition. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  said  he  had  nolb«n»nll 
surprised  at  the  course  which  had  been  puraa™ 
by  ihe  gentleman  from  Kentucky  towartia  him- 
self.    He  supposed,  from  the   cours«  which  the 
gentleman  pursued  from  tlie  commencement  of 
the  aflair,  that  if  any  gentleman  thought  prof" 
to  present  his  views  in   relation  to  the  i 
and  the  dignity  which   it  became  that  1 
observe  as  the  Representatives   of  o  go--  - 
powerful  nation,  he  would  be  subject  to  the  rebnkf 
of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky;  that  that  rfii- 
tleman  would  rake  up  whatever  his  rec 
enabled  him  to  bring  forward  in  order  i 
his  conduct  from  censure.     All  that  he  i 
was,  ihnt  he   thought  the  honor  of  th' 
required  that  they  should  do  something'  ; 
relation   to  this  aflair;  and  he  had  pn  ssrJ  uj*-!" 
the  House  the  necessity  of  having  thepapcrsM 
upon  the  tnWe  that  they  might   b«  exaroin™- 
?fot  that  he  desired  the  gentlemen  should  b« pol- 
ished; what  he  wanted  was,  an   opportuniiy  of 
e.xamining  the  evid.nce  in  order  to  see«lial|' 
was  the  honor  of  this  House  demanded  at  ih^f 
hands.     He  had  uttirred  nolo  word  dispi.^ 
of  the  gcntlemun  from  Kentucky,  yi 
fire;  and  whntdid  he  do?     lie  brought  ui 
which  he  said  was  more  disgraceful,     lb   ^■■'" 
that  the  word  "untrue  "  had  passed  Ixlw   "  '" 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Hotsnj 
and  himself,  and  that  "untrue"  meant  "h*. 
and  that,  tberefJire,  the  lie  had  been  giren. 

Mr.  AVHITE  internosed    to  explain;  but  «• 
plitnalion  was  objecleu  to. 
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Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  would  nsk  the  gciiilomaii 
if  llicrc  WBS  not  a  wide  difTcicno!  bccweuii  tlic 
"twoii'rms.  The  one  implied  n  willful  mistake  of 
tlic  fact;  lite  other  presuiited  n  mistald.'  to  have 
been  committed.  There  wa.i  not,  so  far  as  he 
van  aware,  a  siii«;|p  unfriendly  feeling;  between 
the  guntleinaii  from  South  Carolina  nnd  himself. 
1'here  wi\s  no  excitement,  no  turmoil,  created  on 
thnt  occasion;  and  yet  the  Kentlera.in  had  char- 
acterized that  occurrence  as  moredisitracerul  than 
ijiat  in  which  he  was  concerned.  If  ihe.gentle- 
timn  expi'Cted  to  scnwn  liim.self  in  this  way,  he 
would  find  himself  grievously  mistaken.  The 
gentleman,  instead  of  standing;  iheic  with  thai 
hleekness  and  humility  which  should  character- 
ize an  individual  who  had  violated  the  decorum 
and  dignity  of  that  House,  was,  whenever  the 
question  was  touched  upon,  a  promincnl  lawyer 
upon  his  own  side  of  the  case. 

Mr.  WHITE  sjiid,  in  the  Commonwealth 
'wlicrc  he  resided,  every  man  who  was  accused 
was  allowed  lo  be  heard,  either  by  himself  or  by 
counsel. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  said  ht^ould  not  give  way 
for  an  argument  from  the  gciitleinan  until  he  had 
concluded  what  heinlendetl  losay.  Look  at  the 
conduct  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York;  he  was 
not  obtrusive — he  was  modest  and  unassuming, 
rarely  uttering  a  word;  but  the  tnonii'iit  the  case 
was  touched  upon, the gejiilcman  from  K<.nlucky 
Blood  forward  as  principal  lawyer,  judjje,  and 
witness.  The  gentleman  had  proposed  an  investi- 
gation into  his  conduct.  He  hoped  he  would  go 
on  with  it,  and  thai  the  same  committee  would 
conduct  that  investigation. 

Mr.  WHITE  asked  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee to  point  out  a  single  instance  of  disorder 
in  his  conduct. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON.  I  can  tell  ihe  gentleman 
-ofsonin  instances,  if  he  wishes  me  lo  turn  State's 
evidence  ag.iinst  liim. 

Mr.  WHITE.  Aflcr  the  gentleman  is  sworn, 
if  he  pjease.s. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON,said  he  had  been  for  some 
years  in  this  House  with  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky,  before  and  al"(er  the  lime  when  lie  wa.s 
llie  presiding  offtcer  of  the  Hoii.s  ■.  He  certainly 
had  no  fault  to  find  wiih  the  geiilliiiuui  until  he 
was  placid  in  the  chair;  bui  lie  had  abundant 
reason  to  complain  of  him  before  he  hfl  it. 

Mr.  WHITE  asked  the  gentleman  to  state 
explicitly  whether,  at  any  tini'',  his  coiidncl  had 
been  disorderly.  He  defied  the  gentleman  lo  point 
out  an  instance. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  said  he  need  only  go  back 
to  the  commencement  of  this  session  of  Congress: 
after  the  gentleman  wasdriven  from  theSpeaker's 
cliair,  and  took  his  seal  upon  the  floor  of  the 
House,  he  had  liad  repeated  difficulties  witli  the 
Speaker. 

Mr.  WHITE.     No  flight. 

Mr.  C.JOHNSON.  Nofi-ht;  but  as  disorderly 
conduct,  in  my  jiidi^ment.  There  is  tin  gentleman 
in  the  House  who  has  produced  more  confusion 
than  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky.  I  nsk  the 
gonlleman  from  Kentucky  when  1  have  ever 
brought  anything  of  censure  lo  bear  on  the  pro- 
ceedings of  this  Mouse;  when  1  have  ever  used 
even  an  unkind  word? 

Mr.  WHITE  said  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee had  denounced  the  transaelioii  between 
liim  and  the  gentluinan  from  New  York  as  dis- 
graceful. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  said  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  and  himself  oii'^ht  to  under- 
stand each  other;  and  they  should  understand 
each  other  before  long,  as  to  this  matter  of  con- 
tempts of  the  House.  And  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  would  always  find  that  he  had  the  moral 
courage  to  do  his  duly  on  this  floor.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Kintucky  could  very  ingeniously 
draw  distinctions  between  "  God  damn*you,  you 
uro  a  liar,"  and 

Mr.  WHITE  interposed,  and  said  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  was  giving,  as  his  language, 
that  which  he  had  never  said. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  did  not  pretend  to  say  that 
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he  v;as  giving  the  precise  terms;  but  such  w.is  the 
purport;  it  was  heard  by  many  gentlemen  on  thai 
side  of  the  House,  (inc  extreme  right  of  the 
Chair.) 

Mr.  W^HITE  remarked  that  the  gentleman 
knew  very  well  that  a  whisper  could  be  heard 
there  whicli  could  not  be  heard  three  feel  from 
his  desk,  (on  the  extreme  left  of  ihe  Speaker's 
e''  lir.)  He  was  understood  lo  say  that  he  would 
aj  iw  no  false  imputations  lo  be  made  upon  him 
willfully 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  made  some  remark  which 
was  not  heard. 

Mr.  WHITEasked  iheChair  if  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  was  in  order  in  making  personal' 
oliservations  to  him. 

The  SPE.A.lvER  said  gentlemen  were  not  in 
order  in  making  personal  allusions,  or  in  address- 
ing individual  members,  or  in  impuiing  motives 
lo  any  one. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  was  not  conscious  that  lie 
had  been  imputing  molives  to  any  one.  He  was 
going  on  lo  show  what  kind  of  whispering  it  was, 
if  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  would  but  hear 
him.  Did  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  expect 
to  brow-beat  him,  or  drive  either  hi'ni  or  any  other 
member  of  this  House  from  hisduty, and  its  faith- 
ful and  honest  discharge.' 

Mr.  WHITE  made  some  remark,  which  was 
not  audible  at  the  reporter's  desk. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  cnminu-d.  For  sixteen 
long  years,  except  Iwo,  he  had  been  here,  and 
not  once  had  he  elicited  any  unkind  feeling  of 
which  he  was  aware.  He  had  spoken  of  scenes 
of  this  sort  before;  and  he  now  said,  as  he  hod 
before  said,  thai  he  thought  them- disgraceful. 
After  a  few  otiier  observations,  he  apologized  to 
Ihe  gentleman  from  New  Hamjjshire  for  occupy- 
ing so  much  of  his  time. 

Mr.  HALE,  in  submitting  his  resolutions,  said 
it  was  not  so  much  with  a  view  of  producing  an 
important  influence  upon  the  action  of  the  House 
ns  In  put  himself  right  before  liis  constituents, and 
that  portion  of  the  country  who  felt  any  interest 
in  the  actions  of  so  humble  an  individual  as  him- 
self. He  concurred  entirely  in  the  view  lukeri  of 
the  matter  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee. He  believed  somelTiiiig  was  due  lo  the 
House,  us  the  representatives  of  the  dignity  of  the 
people.  What  was  the  position  now  occupied  by 
the  House.'  It  wasadmittid  that,  whiliMlie  House 
were  in  session  in  Commiliee  of  the  Wliole,  one 
member  had  given  the  lie  to  another;  blows  had 
been  given;  and  an  individual,  not  a  member  of 
the  House,  had  fired  a  pistol  in  upon  the  House 
and  wounded  one  of  the  officers  of  the  Capitol. 
With  these  admitted  fact^  before  us,  what  were 
we  about?  Taking  any  measure  to  vindicate  the 
insulted  dignity  of  the  House,  and  the  violated 
rights  of  the  people?  Not  at  all;  but  it  was  pro- 
posed to  recommit,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertain- 
ing with  what  tone  of  voice  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  had  used  the  oflensive  words — in  o  tone 
of  voice  a  little  louder  than  his  usual  manner,  or 
the  conlrary.  He  did  iiol  believe  that  the  people 
were  such  casuists  as  to  stop  to  inquire  wlielher 
the  tone  wos  loud  or  not,  so  long  as  it  was  clear 
Ihe  oflfense  had  been  committed.  For  himself,  he 
must  be  permitted  to  say  that,  to  his  unsophisti- 
cated mind,  untaught  and  unskilled  as  he  was  in 
the  modern  school  of  honor,  it  did  strike  him  ihat, 
if  the  alTair  was  as  stated  by  the  gentleman  from 
Keniucky,  and  the  offensive  words  were  whis- 
pered or  lisped  into  the  ears  of  tlie  gentleman  from 
New  York,  instead  of  palliating,  il  magnified  the 
oftinse.  If  the  gentleman  was,  as  he  alleged,  as 
cool  as  he  was  at  ihe  present  moment;  if  ihc  acl 
had  not  the  apology  of  heal,  of  warm  blood,  of 
excited  passion  fonts  apology — ihen  il  stood  out 
in  bolder  relief,  in  all  its  baldness  and  nakedness, 
inviting;  llie  unmiligaled  censure  of  this  House, 
which  he,  for  one,  was  ready  to  administer. 

Il  is  lime  thai  th^  country  understood  this  mat- 
ter. Il  is  lime  that  it  was  known  whether,  in  this 
Hall,  language  was  to  be  tolerated  such  as,il  was 
admitted,  had  been  used  in  this  case.  It  is  time 
that  it  was  known  whether  it  was  necessary  for 


members  lo  come  here  ns  Representatives  of  the 
peoiile,  to  transact  iheir  business,  armed  lo  the 
leetli  with  dirks,  bowie-knives,  and  pistols,  to 
deteiid  themselves  from  one  another  and  from  the 
spectators  by  whom  they  are  surrounded.  If  it 
be  so,  let  il  be  known; and  he  would  answer  for  it 
ilial,  although  tlie  people  whom  he  had  the  honor 
in  part  to  represent  did  not  acknowledge  the  obli- 
gatiims  of  that  code  of  honor  which  was  held  in 
such  high  estimation  by  some,  yet  he  could  as- 
sure the  House  that  if  it  were  understood  thot 
members  must  come  into  this  House  upon  such 
conditions,  to  defend  themselves  and  the  rights  of 
their  constituents  at  such  hazards,  New  Hamp- 
shiie  and  the  frozen  regions  of  the  North  would 
not  be  wanting  in  men  who  were  prej>ared  to  go 
wlicrever  duly  called  th*-m — if  need  be,  to  face  the 
canni^n's  moiiili,  or  the  attack  of  any  other  arms 
which  may  be  broiiu'ht  against  them.  The  men 
who  inherited  their  liberties  from  those  who  won 
them  on  tile  tented  field  of  battle,  would  still  de- 
fend them  by  the  same  means,  even  in  this  Hall, 
if  ih','  call  of  duty  n-qnired  it. 

Mr.  H.  cnneluded  by  remarking  that  although 
he  had  no  motives  of  hostility  to  any  gentleman, 
prninpliiig  him  to  the  course  he  had  taken,  yethe 
would  assure  gentlemen  that  he  should  by  no 
means  be  deterred  from  a  fearless  discharge  of 
what  he  lielieved  to  lie  his  duty. 

Mr.  WHITE  and  the  SPEAKER  entered  into 
some  conversation  in  relation  lo  the  applicability 
of  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  rose  to  a  question  of  order, 
and  spoke  njion  it  at  some  length.  Hecontcnded, 
in  short,  that  this  House  could  not  punish  any 
memlier  without  a  hearing,  which  would  be  the 
effect  of  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
Hampshire. 

The  SPE.'IICER  said  it  was  not  in  order  to 
debate  ill"-  question. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  said  the  point  he  wished  to 
make  was,  that  the  select  commiftec,  under  thia 
motion,  having  no  power  but  lo  report  a  resolu- 
tion of  censure,  under  an  order  of  censure,  il  would 
be  the  infliction  of  a  punishment;  which  the  House 
had  no  power  to  do  without  a  trial  and  hearing 
of  the  parties. 

The  SPEAKER  overruled  the  point  of  order. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  appealed  from  the  decision  of 
the  Chair. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  a.sked-a  question  of  the  Chair. 
He  desired  In  know  whether,  should  the  motion 
be  adopted, and  a  resolution  be  reported  in  obedi- 
ence to  Ihe  order  of  the  House,  would  il  then  be 
within  the  control  of  the  House  to  pass  it  or  not, 
afier  hearing  the  testimony? 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  it  would. 

The  question  vi'as  then  put  on  the  appeal;  and 
il  was  decided  in  sustaining  the  decision  of  the 
Chair,  vithoul  a  divreion. 

Mr.  BELSER  inquired  if  the  two  t-esolutioM 
were  divisible. 

The  SPEAKER  said  they  *ere. 

Mr.  HARALSON,  before  voting,  desired  to 
know  of  the  chairman  of  the  select  committee, 
whether  both  the  gentlemen  were  allowed  the  priv- 
ilege of  cross-examining  witnesses,  and  whether 
they  were  present  at  the  examination  of  the  tes- 
timony. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  replied  that  they  were. 

Mr.  HARALSON.  Then  I  shall  be  glod  to 
have  the  report  and  evidence  read)  that  we  may 
acl  in  the  matter  at  once. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  made  one  or  two  remarks  not 
distinctly  heard. 

Mr.  W  H ITE  submitted  to  the  Speaker  whether 
it  was  not  his  bonnden  duty  to  require  the  whole 
of  the  evidence  la  be  rend. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  would  be  read  if  any 
gentleman  called  for  il.  Did  he  understand  the 
gentleman  as  wishing  the  evidence  to  be  read? 

Mr.  WHITE  said  that  he  did,  if  the  resolu- 
tion was  persisted  in. 

Mr.  HUNT,  of  New  York,  said  that,  with  the 
view  that  members  might  have  an  opportunity  of 
looking  over  the  testimony,  he  moved  lo  lay  the 
subject  on  the  table. 
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May  7, 


Mr.  THOMPSON  suggeslcdto  the  gontlemon 
thnl  ho  had  belter  move  n  postponement. 

Mr.  ELMER  wu»  iiifovorofa  postponement, 
and  the  printinf;  of  the  papers. 

Mr.  J.  BtlliNKERIiOFF  inquired  whether  it 
•would  be  in  order  lo  move  to  postpone  the  sub- 
ject to  a  day  certain  r 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  would  not  be  in  order 
without  a  willidrawal  of  the  pending  motion. 

Mr.  HALE  withdrew  his  motion,  and  moved 
to  postpone  the  suliject  till  Monday  next. 

Mr.  BELSER  said  that  he  was  opposed  to  post- 
poning action  on  this  subject.  He  thought  that 
the  House  was  as  well  prepared  lo  act  on  the 
matter  now  as  hereafter.  The  conimiitee  have 
reported  the  fuels  to  ilio  House;  and  if  they  are 
incorrect,  ihe  House  can  now  have  the  testimony 
rend  for  its  information.  The  facts,  as  disclosed 
in  the  report,  show  iliat  both  of  the  parties  are 
in  equal  fault.  They  fought  willingly,  in  a  public 
place,  in  the  midst  of  the  people's  representatives. 
This,  in  le?al  contemplation,  is  an  afl'ray.  The 
question  is":  will  the  House  pass  by  an  affray 
which  lakes  place  in  the  midst  of  its  session,  in 
full  view  of  its  Speaker.'  Ifthey  think  such  con- 
duct does  not  merit  cf nsurf ,  why,  let  them  say  so 
by  refusing  the  inslruciions  asked  for  in  the  fir.st 
resolution.  For  himself,  he  would  vote  for  the 
Jirat  resolution,  and  to  reject  the  second.  The 
parties  were,  in  a  legal  sense,  inpari  lUlicto.  They 
Loth  had  on  agency  in  bringing  about  the  trans- 
action, and  the  law  could  hold  them  responsible 
for  it,  and  this  House  should  do  ihe  same. 

Some  further  remarks  were  made  by  Messrs. 
ELMER,  DICKINSON,  MORRIS  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  SCHENCK. 

The  question  being  divided,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
SCHENCK,  was  first  taken  upon  the  postpone- 
ment; and  carried. 

Secondly,  on  printing  the  report;  and  upon  this 
branch  of  the  question  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
demanded,  and  ordered;and  being  taken,  resulted 
— yeas  102,  nays  58;  as  follows: 

YEA.S— Messrs.  Aiiilersim,  .Mklnann,  Reiser,  Penton, 
James  A.  Ulack,  Bower,  Bnn'lin,Jaciib  BriiikerhoU',  Brod- 
houd,  VVilhain  J.  Brown,  Bilrk-,  Burl,  Caldwell, Iteuhen 
l^hapiiiari,  Cliappell,  (^Iniroit,  ('i)l)b.  Cnles,  Dana,  Daniel, 
Kiclianl  1).  D.ivis,  Juljii  VV.  Davis,  Dean,  Doufrlas,  Drom- 

Siolc,  Ouneaii,  Dunl.iji,  Elmer,  I'arlee,  rieklln,  Foster, 
ynmi  Ureeii,  Ihrfk,  llanilin.  Iloiuiiiell,  llnrabon,  Mays, 
Henley,  llerrii  k.  Holmes,  Hopkins,  Houston,  llubard, 
Hubbi'll,  Ilnngenbrd,  James  B.  Iliinl,  Cave  Johnson,  An- 
'  drew  Joltnsnn,  George  W.  Jones,  Andrew  Kennedy.  l'rc;s- 
ton  King,  Ivirkpnirick,  Labranclie,  Leonard,  Lewis,  Lucis, 
I^uinplun,  Lyon,  Mac] jiy,  iMcCansien,  .McClelland, .VlcCon- 
liell,  McKay,  Jo.-epli  Morris,  Mnrphy.  Norris,  Owen,  Par- 
inenter,  I'aviie,  Enicrv  I>.  Poller,  Pratt,  David  S.  Held, 
Itedln;,  Keile,  KUler,  Robinson,  Uuxsell,  St.  John,  Saun- 
ders, 'i'lioinas  IL  S<;ymour,  Simons,  Simpson,  John  T. 
Smith,  Thomas  Smilli.  Itobeil  Smith.  Steenrod,  .Slelson, 
John  Sti'vvart,  Slilej,  Stone,  ijlrona,  Sykes,Taylor,Th"mp- 
Bon,  Tibbatis,  Tu«'ker,  \VelIer.\Vhenlon,VVilliams,  Wood- 
ward, Joseph  A.  Wrishl,  and  Yosi— 103. 

NAYS— Messrs.  .Ahlioil*  Adams,  .\slie,  Baker,  Barrlnjer, 
Darnard,  Milton  Brown.  l!ninngton',  Cary,  Carroll,  Callin, 
Clilllon,  Clinch,  Cllnsm.an,  Cranston,  Darragh,. Garrett 
U.-ivIs,  Deberry,  Dellel,  Dicki^v,  DIeUinson,  Pish,  I'lnren-^e, 
Koul,  Giddinis,  Willis  (;re<ii,  Grinnell,  Grider,  Ilanlin, 
Harper,  Hos',  Washiiiglon  Hunt,  Jeiiks,  Pcrley  B.  John- 
BOii,  John  P.  Kennedv,  Daniel  P.  King,  McClernnnd,  Mc- 
Dowell, Mellvolne,  Elward  J.  Morris,  Nes.  Newton,  Pat- 
terson, Peylini,  Phoenix,  Polloek,  lloekwoll,  llojers,  Sam- 
ple, Sehenck,  Senter,  Spenee,  Stephens,  Andfrw  Slew- 
art,  Tylet,  Vance,  Wethercd,  WinUirop,  and  William 
Wright— 58. 

So  the  report  was  ordered  lo  be  printed. 
THE  TAHII'F. 

Mr.  McKAY  moved  that  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended, and  that  the  Hnusc  resolve  ilself  into  ihe 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of  the  Union, 
for  the  purpose  of  resuming  llie  consideration  of 
the  tariff  bill;  which  motion, after  a  division,  was 
carried,  and  ilic  House  resolved  into  commiltec 
accordingly,  (^Ir.  Hot-KiNs  in  the  chair.) 

Mr.  DUNCAN  being  eiiiilhd  to  the  floor,  ad- 
dressed Ihe  committee  until  the  expirniion  of  his 
hour.  He  noticed  the  remarks  made  by  various 
gentlemen  who  had  preceded  him  in  this  debate, 
one  of  whom  liad  spoken  of  unanimity  amongst 
the  Whigs,  and  disunion  on  the  question  of  the 
Presidency  amongst  the  Democracy;  nnd  he  took 
the  liberty  of  telling  thai  gentleman  that  his  notes 
of  triumph  were  sounded  too  soon.  Whoever 
might  be  nominated  by  the  Baliimore  Convenlion 
would  receive  his  support,  and  the  su))pnri  of  the 
entire  Democratic  party.  That  was  good  Democ- 
racy; and  the  Democracy,  with  any  of  the  candi- 
dates which  were  pn^sented  for  liieir  suffriiges, 
would  be  able,  at  the  proper  time,  to  beat  the  ofk- 


beaten  candidate  of  the  other  party,  however 
united  they  may  be.  He  then  proceeded  to  notice  j 
some  of  the  promises  of  the  Whig  party  in  the 
contest  of  1840,  nnd  to  show  the  inconsistency  of 
their  principles.  He  also  desired  the  Clerk  to  read 
an  ode  to  be  sung  by  the  "united"  Whig  party 
on  Iheir  approaching  voyage  up  Salt  river,  lo  the 
tune  of  the  Canadian  boat  song,  "  Row,  brothers, 
row!"  After  that  he  resumed  his  speech,  and 
spoke  of  the  principles  of  the  Whigs  as  coiilra- 
distinguished  from  the  coiutitutiomil  principles 
of  the  Democracy. 

Mr.  D.  having  given  way,  without  concluding 
his  remarks. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  H  AMMETT,  the  committee 
rose  and  reported  progress. 

MEMBER  SWORN  IN. 

Mr.  DRO.MGOOLE  introduced  his  colleague, 
Mr.  T.  II.  Batlv,  lately  elected  a  member  of  the 
House  from  the  Accomac  district,  in  Virginia,  to 
supply  ilic  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation 
of  Mr.  Wise;  and  the  oath  to  support  the  Con- 
stiiuiion  of  the  United  States  waa  administered 
to  Mr.  B.  by  the  Speaker. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

The  I'ollowing  pctlUons,  presented  to-da  ■,  were  handed 
to  Uie  reporters  bv  the  meinbirs  presenting  them  : 

Uv  Mr.  ATKINSON  :  The  memorial  ot  Samuel  Raub, 
jr.,  relating  to  the  bursting  of  steamboat  bolh.Ts,  and  Uie 
extinguishment  of  liresal  .sea  J  which  was  referred  to  ihe 
Comniiltee  on  Naval  Allalrs. 

Also,  Ihe  memorial  of  John  K.Cooke,  asking  compensa- 
tion for  expenses  Incurred  by  hun  when  acting  under  aa 
order  of  the  Government. 

My  Mr.  SA.MPLE:  The  petition  of  (George  S.  Harris  and 
twenty-two  otiiers,  praying  that  some  regulation  may  be 
made  by  law  providing  lor  the  drainage  of  the  wet  lands  in 
the  Winamac  and  Fort  Wayne  land  districts,  In  'the  State 
of  Indiana. 

By  Mr.  BAKER:  The  petition  of  Rev.  Moses  Miller  and 
seventy-one  others,  citizens  of  West  Haidy,  Massachusetts, 
asking'fora  reduction  of  the  rates  of  postage. 

By  Mr.  ROCKWELL:  The  peUlion  of  siity-nlnc  citi- 
zens of  Cheshire,  Massachusetts,  and  vicinity,  praying  Ibal 
such  a  revision  of  the  tarilV  may  be  made  ad  will  compel 
Ihe  Importers  <ff  foreign  wool  to  contribute  a  due  propor- 
tion to  the  revenue,  and  give  prolectlon  and  eneourage- 
rnenl  to  ihe  numerous  class  ol  cllizens  engaged  In  agri- 
culture and  wool  growing,  equal  to  thai  extended  to  the 
woolen  tnanulaclures  and  other  branches  of  American 
indiisliT. 

By  Mr.  MACL.\Y  :  The  memorial  of  .Arthur  Dronson 
and  olhers,  for  disaffirming  a  cerutln  act  of  the  Territorial 
Legislature  of  Wi.sconsin,  relating  to  deeds  on  sales  of  lands, 
Stc,  for  taxes. 

By  Mr.  WETHERED  :  A  memorial  of  E.  Ellery,  C.  W. 
VVhittemore,  and  oUiers,  remonstrating  against  any  change 
in  the  present  tariff  law. 

By  Mr.  MeC.\U.-^LE!V  :  The  petitions  of  John  Cripps  and 
David  Johnston,  tor  pensions;  which  xvere  referred  to  Uie 
Conmiittee  on  Hevolulionary  Pensions. 

By  Mr.  BIDL.VCK  :  The  peUUoD  of  Thomas  Parks,  for 
an  incrcaie  of  peusiou. 


IN  SENATE. 
TtiEsD.AY,  .Woy  7,  1844. 

Mr.  BAGEY  presented  the  credentials  of  Hon. 
Dixon  H.  Lewis,  who  has  been  ajipointed  by  the 
Governor  of  Alabama  a  Senator  from  that  State 
to  fill  the  place  so  long  filled  by  the  Hon.  W.  R. 
King;  which  being  read,  he  presented  himself, 
and  was  qualified. 

PETITIONS,  ETC.    ■ 

Mr.  RIVES  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
county  of  Madison,  Virginia,  urging  the  p<Wicy 
of  an  early  annexaiion  of  Tc-xas  to  the  United 
Stales;  which  waa  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  WHITE  presented  aremonstrance  against 
the  annexaiion  of  Texas  to  the  United  Stales, 
adopted  at  a  meeting  of  citizens  of  Mfchigan  Cily , 
Indnina;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  presented  the  proceedings  of 
a  general  meeting  of  citizens  of  New  Orleans,  in 
favor  of  the  annexaiion  of  Texas  to  ihe  Uniled 
Suites;  which  was  referred  to  blie  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  BATES  presented  the  proceedings  of  a 
meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Royals- 
ton,  Massachusetts,  remonstrating,  in  strong  and 
decided  terms,  against  ihe  annexation  of  Texas 
to  the  United  .Sialcs;  which  was  referred  10  the 
Committee  on  T'oreign  Relations. 

Mr.  HANNEG.'VN  presented  a  petition  from 
several  citizens  of  Indiana,  in  favor  of  the  estab- 
lishment, by  tlie  Federal  Government,  of  an  agri- 
cultural institute,  and  asking  Congress  to  appro- 


priate a  part  of  Ihe  Smithsonian  bequest  for  that 
purpose;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Library. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTBES. 

Mr.  MILLER,  fiom  ihc  Commitiec  on  the 
District  of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  for  the  filling 
and  grading  ot  square  No.  249,  belonging  lo  ihe 
United  Slates,  in  the  city  of  Wasliingion;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  lo  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  BERRIEN,  from  the  Commituc  on  iht 
Judiciary,  to  whom  were  referred  the  memorial 
and  docuinenis  relating  to  the  extension  of  the 
criminal  jt>risdiclion  of  the  United  States  lUsU-ict 
and  circuit  courts  for  tliedistriclof  jVikunsaSiOver 
the  Indian  country,  reported  a  bill  supplemenlary 
to  Ihe  act  entitled  "An  act  to  regulule  the  trade 
nnd  intercourse  wiih  the  Indian  tribes,  and  to  pre- 
serve peace  upon  the  frontiers,"  passed  June  30, 
1834;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  from  the  Commiileeoa 
Commerce,  reported  back,  without  amendment, 
and  witli  a  recommendation  that  theydopaa, 
the  following  bills  from  the  House  of  Rcpreaenl- 
atives: 

A  biU  making  appropriation  forcerlain  improve- 
ments  on  the  western  shore  of  Lake  Miciugu; 
and 

A  bill  making  appropriation  to  aid  in  compleung 
the  harbor  of  Racine, on  the  western  shore  ofUie 
Michigan. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  a 
bill  to  provide  for  the  appointment,  and  to  regu- 
late the  pay,  of  engineers  and  as3ist.-u)t  enginecn 
in  the  revenue  service  of  the  United  Slates;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

ADVERSE  REPORTS. 

Several  adverse  reports  of  the  standing  com- 
mittees on  private  claims  were  taken  up  and  con- 
curred in  by' the  Senate. 

BILLS  PASSED. 

The  following  bills  were  read  the  third  time,and 
passed : 

A  bill  to  apply  certain  altdmate  sections  of  the 
public  domain  for  the  completion  of  works  of 
internal  improvement  in  the  State  of  Michigan, 
and  for  other  purposes; 

A  bill  to  grant  certain  lands  to  the  State  of  In- 
diana, the  belter  to  enable  the  aaid  State  to  eiteod 
nnd  complete  the  Wabash  and  Erie  'canal  fain 
Terre  Haute  to  the  Ohio  river;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  Harrison. 

•  CUMBERLAND  ROAD. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  contimnlion 
of  the  Cumberland  road  in  the  Suites  of  Ohio, 
Indiana,  and  Illinois,"  was  read  the  third  time; 
and  the  question  being.  Shall  the  bill  pass! 

Mr.  HENDERSON  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays,  which  were  ordered;  and  the  quesiion  being 
taken,  resulted — yeas  20,  nays  11;  aa  follows: 

YE.AS— .Messrs.  .Allen,  Atchison,  Bales,  nenlon,  Bree(e, 
Choatc,  Francis,  Kultoii,  Hannegan,  Jarnngin,  '"''•J'"" 
Miller.  Porter,  Seiiiple,  Sevier,  Simmons,  Slnrgeoil,  Tijv 
pan.  White,  and  Woodbridge — 29. 

NAVS— Messrs.  Alherli.n.  B.igbv,  Clayton,  Ev«Ii»,fW 
fleld,   Henderson,  lluger,  McUuttte,  Phelps,  Ei'~" 
Wo(Mibur>* — 11. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

PAY  OF  THE  NAVY. 

The  Senate  bill  sunplemcnUtry  to  the  actenl 
tied  "An  act  to  regulate  the  pay  of  the  Na"" 
the  United  Suites,"  was  next  taken  up  and 
the  third  time;  and  the  question  being,  Shall 
bill  pass? 

Mr.  ALLEN  demanded  the  yeas  and  n»jr»i 
which  were  ordered;  and  the  que-ition  being  put, 
resulted — yeas  23,  nays  13;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bales,  B.iyard.Cboate.Clartnn.E'^ 
Fairfield,  Francis,  Henderson,  Huger,  Hunimgioo,  J>i]»- 
gin,  Johnson,  Mangum.  Miller.  Morehend,  Pb'IP- ""2 
Rives,  Sinnnons,  Sturgeon,  White,  Woodbndge,  »" 
Wm»tlburv — '23. 

N.\YS— Mes.-rs.  .\llen.  AtehUnn,  Aihcrton.  P^aynr 
ion,  Ureese.  Fulton,  Hannegan,  McDut6e,Seniple,s«" 
Tappan,  anil  Walker— 13. 

So  ihejjill  was  passed. 

[The  above  bill  provides  indemnity  to  oScrO, 
seamen,  and  marines,  who  have  lostormnTW" 
properly  on  board  the  United  States  shipsol  ttt, 
which  have  been  or  may  be  lost  by  shiowK* 
or  otherwise,  except  by  capture.] 
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TRESPASS  ON  INDIAN  LANDS. 
The  bill  from  the  House  lo  prevent  trespass  on 
the  Indian  lands  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
the  Cnininitlee  on  Indian  Allnirs. 

PBKKMPTION  KIGUTS. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideratii)n  of 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  citizens  of  towns  on  lands 
of  the  Uiiiled  States,  ujidor  cerUiin  circumstances 
— the  question  pendin»  being  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  JJatwood  to  insert  in  the  fourth  line  of  the 
bill,  after  the  word  "occupied,"  the  words  "  be- 
fore the  prtssap;e  of,this  act,**  so  as  to  destroy  the 
)>ro3pcctive  preemption  ri<;lit  tolots  in  towns  liBd 
olTon  the  public  lands. 

Mr.  JAKN.\GliV  opposed  this  amendment, 
maintaining  that  he  saw  no  good  reason  .why 
those  who  located  a  quarter  section  of  land,  and 
laid  olT  a  town  thereon,  should  not  be  as  much 
entitled  to  the  right  of  preijniption  to  the  lots  in 
said  town  as  those  who  located  a  quarter  section 
foragicultural  purposes.  If  it  wa.s  right  and  just 
in  the  one  case,  it  was  in  the  other.  If  the  poli- 
cy were  wise  as  to  the  past,  so  it  would  be  for 
the  future.  He  was  therefore  in  favor  of  making 
ihe  right  of  precinpticni  to  those  town  lots  pro- 
spective ns  well  as  retrospective. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  amendment, 
and  it  was  rejected. 

On  motion  of- Mr.  ATCHISON,  the  bill  was 
80  amended  as  to  protect  the  several  interests  of 
the  individuals  holding  lots  in  any  towns  laid  olf 
on  the  public  lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BREESE,  the  bill  was  fur- 
ther amended,  so  as  to  make  it  conform  to  the 
prospective  principle  of  rights  of  preemption. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate;  and 
the  several  amendmenta  being  concurred  in,  it  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

THE  TAUIFP. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  the  Senate  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  resolution  of  the  Fijinnce 
Committee  for  the  indefiuile  postponement  of  the 
bill  introduced  by  Mr.  McDtTFiE,  to  reduce  the 
rates  of  duties  under  the  present  tariff  to  the 
standard  of  the  compromise  act. 

Mr.  BAGBY  addressed  the  Senate  for  nearly 
two  hours,  in  opposition  to  the  protective  policy. 
In  Ills  prefatory  remarks,  he  considered  the  sub- 
ject of  discussion  under  three  heads:  tirst,  in 
relation  to  .the  question  of  jiu'isdiction;  second, 
in  reference  to  the  violation  of  the  compromise 
act;  and  third,  with  regard  to  the  special  Uirilf  of 
1842. 

On  the  first  head  he  dwelt  but  briefly — admit- 
ting at  once  that  he  did  not  subscribe  to  the  doc- 
trine that  the  Senate  had  the  power,  under  the 
Constitution,  of  originating  such  a  bill  as  that 
introduci'd  by  the  huuoruLile  and  distinguished 
Senator  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  McDurFiE;] 
add  therefore  he  should  give  his  assent  to  the  reso- 
lutions reported  by  the  t'lnance  (>oniniittce.  But, 
the  discussion  on  these  resolutions  having  em- 
braced the  widest  latitudeof  debate  on  the  general 
merits  of  the  tarilf  policy,  he  had  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  it  was  due  to  that  section  of 
country  to  which  he  belonged,  and  lo  the  State 
which  lie  had  the  honor  in  part  to  represent,  that 
lie  shoi^d  olTer  lo  the  Senate,  on  the  present 
occasion,  the  observations  which  it  was  his  pur- 
pose lo  niake  in  let'erence  lo  the  policy  of  the 
protective  system. 

With  regard  to  the  second, head — that  relating 
to  the  compromise  act — he  never  had  viewed  that 
measure  in  the  same  favorable  li^lit  in  which  it 
bad  been  viewed  by  some  of  his  friends.  He  had 
uniformly  enlerlaiiied  the  ojiiiiinn  that  the  com- 
promise wa.s  calculated  to  do  more  harm  llinn 
good;  leaving  the  impression  ihat  one  side  de- 
ninnded  more  than  it  \va:ieniilled  to, and  ihcother 
usked  less  thuu  it  considered  its  just  righls.  This 
led  loan  u.ssuniptii>n  of  pretensions  wliich  neces- 
sarily roused  resistance;  a  i-esistaiiee  which  he 
trusted  never  would  be  abated  till  it  succeeded  in 
abolishing  the  system  of  pnitection  which  threw 
th(!  burden  of  taxiuion  on  the  real  labor  and  in- 
dustry of  the  country,  for  the  exclusive  benefit 
of  a  small  and  exclusive  class.  • 

It  was  upon  the  third  head — ihat  of  the  tariff" 
actof  184Q — Ihat  Mr.  B.  more  particularly  dwelt. 
He  reviewed  it  as  a  measure  of  protection  in 
contradistinction  to  a  measure  for  revenue;  show- 
ing thai  it  was  impossible  to  find  authority  for 


its  principles  or  purposes  either  in  the  Constitu- 
tion or  in  the  declarations  of  the  fathers  of  the 
Revolution.  He  denied  thot  the  slightest  grounds 
could  be  fairly  deduced  from  these  sources  for 
the  doctrine  of  discrimination,  even  for  purposes 
of  inciilental  protection;  the  only  possible  admis- 
sion of  the  word  discrimination  being  with  refer- 
ence to  revenue — for  the  sake  of  revenue — and 
not  for  the  sake  of  protecting  any  branch  of  in- 
dustry by  contributionslevied  upon  otherbranches 
of  industry. 

In  the  course  of  Mr.  B.'s  remarks  upon  the 
grounds  taken  by  the  Senators  from  Massachu- 
selis,  [Messrs.  Bates  and  Ciioate,]  he  expati- 
ated largely,  particularly  in  reference  to  the  self- 
gratulallon  with  which  they  denied  the  agency  of 
that  Slate  in  bringing  about  the  tarifT  policy  of 
1816  and  1821,  and  their  attempt  to  throw  the 
origin  of  that  system  upon  the  South.  He  gave 
a  ininute  historical  sketch  of  the  circumstances 
which  had  influenced  the  statesmen  of  181G  to 
resort  to  a  tariff  which  they  then  conceived  neces- 
sary in  view  of  paying  oil'  the  debt  incurred  by 
the  war  in  which  the  country  had  b<>en  involved. 
And  he  showed  that,  no  sooner  had  Massachu- 
setts lasted  of  the  exciting  stimulant  of  protection 
growing  out  of  the  tariffs  of  1824  and  1828,  than 
she  became  intoxicated  with  it,  and  reversed  her 
position.  To  contrast  her  (iresent  position  with 
that  which  she  occupied  in  182U,  he  would  ask 
the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  to  read,  for  the  edifi- 
cation of  the  Senate,  a  very  striking  lesson  from 
the  book  of  Daniel. 

[Here  Mr.  B.  forwarded  to  the  Secretary's 
table  a  manuscript  sheet,  which  many  present, 
for  a  moment,  really  thought  was  an  extractfrom 
the  book  of  Daniel.  It  was  read  as  follows,  oc- 
casioning much  laughlcr:J 

"The  following  resolmlons  were  moved  by  Mr.  Webster 
ill  1820,  Qiid  adopted  by  a  town  itieutin];  of  the  town  of 
Boston : 

'*  Hcsotreit,  Thnt  wc  hnvn  regarded  with  ph^asare  tiie 
establisliiiieiil  and  .«tieccsR  of  iii;iiinraclure;<  among  i|.',aitd 
consider  tte^ir  );rnwili,  when  luitunl  and  hpntnnnenuti,  nnd 
nut  the  eirecl  ol'  a  sysietn  of  bjunties  and  yrotection,  as  uii 
evidence  of  geiicml  wealth  and  proitperity. 

*'  Rcso/ucrf,  That,  relying  on  tile  ingenuity,  enterprise, 
and  ^ltlll  of  our  rellow-citizcn'i,  w»  itelieve  tliul  all  iiianu- 
factures  ad.ipted  lo  our  chiinieler  nnd  circmnitanees  will 
be  Introduced  nnd  extended  so  koou,  and  ns  liir,  a:«  will 
prutnoie  tlie  public  interest:!,  without  any  furtlier  protection 
lliaii  they  now  receive.  . 

•'  Resolved^  That  no  objection  outjhl  ever  to  tie  inaile  to 
any  ninoniit  of  l.-ixcs  equally  apportioned  nnd  imjioscd  for 
the  putpo^e  of  raisin;!  revenue  neces^tnry  fur  tile  Mipport 
of  (iwvernnieiit;  but  tlint*ta.xe8  imposed  on  the  people  for 
Uie  sole  benefit  of  any  one  cln'^s  of  men  are  et)ually  incoii' 
si^tent  with  tile  principles  uf  our  Cuiistitutlou  and  with 
sound  judgment. 

'•  RctoU-cJ,  Thnt  tile  supposition  thnt,  until  the  proposed 
tanff,  or  soni-*  similar  measure,  be  adopted,  we  are,  and 
shall  be,  dep:'nil!'nt  on  fiireigners  for  the  means  of  sub- 
sistence and  defense,  is.  In  our  opinion,  altogether  fnlla- 
clous  .and  fanciful,  and  derogatory  lu  the  character  of  this 
nation. 

'*  Resolved^  I'liat  high  bounties  on  such  doinestiffmnnu- 
faetures  as  are  principilly  benefiteil  by  that  larilT  favor 
great  cnpilalists  rather  than  persoual  in4lu&try  or  tlie  owners 
of  small  capital,  and  therefore  we  do  not  perceive  its  tend- 
ency to  promote  iialiunal  industry. 

"  Resolved,  'J'hat  we  are  equally  incapabh:  of  discovering 
its  lienefieial  eflecu  on  agriculture,  since  the  obvious  con- 
sequence of  its  adoplinn  would  be,  llio  farmer  must  give 
more  thnn  he  now  does  for  ail  lie  bays,  and  receive  less  fur 
all  he  sells. 

"iicjaifcJ,  'i'liattlte  imposition  of  duties,  which  arc  now 
enormous,  and  deemed  by  a  large  i>ortioti  ot  the  pc-opte  to 
be  unequal  and  unjust,  Is  dangerous,  as  it  encourages  the 
pnctice  of  smug!{ling. 

'■  RcsoU-cd,  That,  in  our  opinion,  the  proposed  tnnff,  and 
t'jc  priiicipies  upoa  witlcli  it  Is  nvovvedly  tiirmed,  would, 
if  adopted,  have  a  tendency,  liowever  ditierent  may  licltic 
motives  of  tiia--;e  wlio  recommend  tlicm.  to  diminish  the 
industry,  impede  the  prosperity,  and  corrupt  the*  morals  of 
the  p30pl<j." 

Mr.  R.  commented  at  considerable  length  on 
these  resoliiticnis,  praising  the  sound  Democratic 
doctrine  which  they  inculcated,  and  contrasted 
the  principles  they  maintained  with  the  avowed 
principles  of  the  ijresentSciitttors  from  Massachu- 
selfs. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  obtained  the  floor;  and  on 
his  motion  the  subject  was  laid  on  the  table. 

GREAT  WESTEIIN  RAILROAD. 

The  general  orders  were  then  called;  and  the 
first  bill  taken  up  was  Senate  bill  No.  90,  to  grant 
lo  the  Great  Western  Railway  Company  a  right 
of  way  through  thepublic  lands  of  the  United 
States,  and  for  other  purposes. 

The  purpose  of  this  bill  is  to  grant  lo  the  Stale 
of  Illinois,  for  the  construction  of  the  Great  West- 
ern railroad,  the  right  of  way  for  one  hundred  feet 


on  each  side  of  the  track  from  Cairo,  in  that  State, 
lo  the  lakes,  a  distance  of  four  hundred  and  fifty 
miles,  and  lo  allow  the  State  a  preiimption  right, 
at  the  minimum  price  per  acre  for  ten  years,  to 
the  two  sections  of  the  public  lands  in  width,  on 
each  side  of  the  road,  yet  undisposed  of,  through 
the  whole  length. 

The  bill  was  then  taken  up,  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole, asprintedwithamcndments  heretofore 
adopted,  and  subject  to  further  consideration  and 
ainendnient. 

No  further  amendments  being  offered,  the  bill 
was  reported  back  to  the  Senate  as  amended,  and 
the  amendments,  as  printed,  were  concurred  in. 

On  the  question  of  engrnssmcnt, 

Mr.  JAUNAGIN  inquired  what  number  of 
acres  would  be  granted  by  this  bill,  and  what  was 
the  proposed  length  of  the  route.' 

Mr.  BUEESE  replied  that  the  length  of  the 
route  would  beaboutfour  hundred  and  fifty  miles; 
and  that  no  grant  of  lands  was  made  to  the  Stale 
by  the  bill,  which  only  gave  the  rights  of  pre- 
einplion  at  the  Government  price  of  the  lands,  for 
the  contiguous  seciions.  The  Government  would 
gain  by  the  constructiou  of  the  work,  in  the  in- 
creased value  of  the  public  domain  thus  brought 
into  market;  and  the  Slate  would  be  enabled  to 
complelc  n  work  of  great  public  utility. 

Mr.  EVANS  susgesled  a  change  necessary  to 
confine  the  right  of  way  and  preiimption  lo  those 
portions  of  tlie  route  actually  made  or  in  use. 
He  moved  to  strike  out  the  words  "  may  progress 
and'*  in  the  second  and  third  lines.of  the  first 
section,  and  to  insert  the  words  "  in  actual  use." 

The  amendment  was  adoptetl. 

Mr.  EVANS  objected  to  the  term  often  years, 
as  being  an  unreasonable  time  for  continuing  the 
right  of  preemption. 

Mr.WOODIJRIDGEexnlainedtheviewsoflhe 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  in  reference  to  the 
great  advantages  which  would  result  to  the  pub- 
lic domain  from  the  completion  of  the  road,  and 
explained  that  until  some  such  avenue  of  com- 
mnnlcalinn  was  opened  up,  those  lands  would  not, 
for  a  length  of  lime,  come  into  market. 

Mr.  EVANS  thought  five  years  would  be  long 
enough.  He  would  not,  however,  press  the  ob- 
jection. He  thought  the  right  of  preemption  ex- 
tended too  far.  It  would  embrace  upwards  of  a 
million  acres,  covering  sixteen  miles  in  width, 
and  four  hundred  and  fifty  miles  in  length,  of  the 
public  domain.  That  appeared  lo  him  unreason- 
able and  unnecessary. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  moved  to  4mend  the  bill  in  the 
sixleenih  line  of  the  first  section,  by  striking  out 
the  words  "at  each  side  of  the  road;"'  the  effect 
of  which  would  be  to  reduce  the  right  of  way 
from  two  hundred  feet  in  width,  as  proposed  by 
the  bill,  lo  one  hundred  feet,  originally  contem- 
plated by  the  committee.     '        • 

The  PRESIDENT  explained  that,  in  this  stage 
of  the  bill,  a  motion  to  strike  out  was  not  in 
order. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  observed  that,  if  the  bill  could 
not  be  so  amended,  he  should  be  constrained  to 
vote  against  it. 

The  PRESIDENT  remarked  that,  by  general 
assent,  the  amendment  could  be  admitted. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  explained  why  the  amendment 
was  necessary. 

This  point  was  debated  by  Messrs,  WOOD- 
BRIDGE,  TAPPAN,  and  BREESE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  the  bill  was  so 
amended  that  the  preemption  right  was  confined 
to  four  miles  in  width  on  each  side  of  the  road, 
instead  of  ei^ht. 

Mr.  JARNAGIN  objected  that  in  case  of  fail- 
ure in  the  project,  or  the  road  falling  into  disuse, 
no  provision  was  made  for  reversion  to  the  United 
Slates. 

Mr.  WOODBRI DGE  pointed  out  a  section  of 
the  bill  proviiling  for  such  contingencies. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  suggested  a  difficulty  which 
might  arise  as  to  the  competency  of  the  Stale  to 
transfer  the  granted  rights  to  a  private  company. 

Mr.  BREESE  did  not  see  oiiy  such  difficulty; 
the  Slate  itself  would  arrange  that  matter. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  ordering  the  bill 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  called  for  and 
ordered,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas 
20,  nays  9;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Atchison,  Barrow,  Bates,  Benton, 
Berrien,  Breese,  Critteadeu,  Evans,  Fraucis,  Jainagia, 
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Jolinson,  McDumc,  Merrick,  Porter,  Spmpic,  Simmons, 
Tiipiian,  VVoodbridgc,  and  Woodbury— 20. 

\  A Vrf— Messrs.  Arclior,  Atberton,  Bajby,  Clnyton,  Fair- 
fifld,  IItiywi)od,  Lewi*,  Manguin,  and  Miller — 9. 

So  ilic  bill  was  ordored  to  be  engrossed,  as 
amended,  and  read  a  tliird  time. 

EXECDTIVE  SESSION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BENTON,  the  Senate  went 
into  executive  session. 

After  some  time  spent  therein,  the  doors  were 
reopened,  and  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuesday,  May  7,  1844. 
The  Journal  ofyeslcrday  was  read  and  approved. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  MoKAY,  the  rules  were  sus- 
pended, and  the  House  resolved  itself  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of  the  Union, 
and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  tariff  bill. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  resumed  and  concluded  his 
speech.  He  maintained  that  the  only  legitimate 
purpose  of  imposing  duties  upon  imports  was  to 
raise  revenue  sufficient  for  an  economical  admin- 
.  istration  of  the  Government.  If  the  dangerous 
principle  were  admitted,  that  they  had  a  right  to 
go  beyond  this,  upon  such  princinle  they  might 
raise  any  number  of  millions  of  dollars.  •  Who, 
he  asked,  were  to  be  benefited  by  a  high  tarid? 
The  manufacturers,  of  whom  there  were  not  more 
than  three  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  in  the  Uni- 
ted States;  and  of  these,  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  al  least  were  subjixts  of  Great  Britain. 
What  comparison  did  this  number  bear  to  the 
whole  population  of  this  country? — a  population 
comprising  near  eighteen  million  people.'  This 
iniquitous  tariff,  then,  imposed  an  average  duty 
of  fifty  per  cent,  on  all  articles  consumed  by  eigh- 
teen million  people,  for  the  benefit  of  ihiee  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand,  of  whom  one  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  are  foieigners. 

Mr.  D.'s  hour  having  expired, 

Mr.  H.-VIIDIN  addressed  the  committee  in  favor 
of  the  protective  system,  occu[iying  his  hour  in  a 
variety  of  statistical  details,  for  the  purpose  of 
showing  that  the  furniing  interest  was  greatly 
benefited  by  the  operatlors  of  that  system. 

Mr.  RHETT  next  obtained  the  floor,  and  ad- 
dressed the  committie.  The  gentleman  fioin 
Maine  who  addressed  tile  House  a  few  days  ago 
spoke  in  contemptuous  terms  of  conBtilutionnI 
scruples.  He  conl'essed  he  was  influenced  by 
constitutional  scruples.  The  patriots  who  foil  at 
Lexington,  Concoid,  antl  the  battle  of  the  Cow- 
pens,  bled  lor  constitutional  scruples.  If  consti- 
tutional scruples  weie  disregarded,  what  would 
become  of  the  liberties  of  the  people  of  the  United 
Slates.'  He  meant  to  address  himself  to  consti- 
tutional scruples.  It  was  not  the  millions  which 
were  wrung  froni  ihe'pcople  by  the  Government 
which  had  occasioned  them  the  greatest  anxiety 
and  distress,  but  it  was  because  they  hud  stricken 
down  the  Constitution  and  practically  enslaved 
the  citizens  of  this  Confederacy — no,  not  of  this 
Confederacy,  but  of  a  portion  of  the  Confederacy. 
The  question  was  not  how  much  the  Government 
might  take  from  the  people,  but  whetherit  had  a 
right  to  take  at  all. 

He  had  heard  u  great  deal  said  about  the  bene- 
fits of  the  tariff,  and  they  had  a  very  labore4 
report  iijjon  the  subject,  but  one  single  line  of  for- 
eign prices  would  blow  up  the  whole  theory.  It 
was  said  that  the  labor  of  this  country  could  not 
compete  with  the  labor  of  Europe  without  pro- 
tective duties,  because  labor  there  costs  but  half 
as  much  as  here,  and  capital  commanded  but  half 
as  iiiuch.  There  could  be  no  ]irotection  but  pro- 
tection against  foreign  commodities.  Gentlemen 
said  they  would  extend  the  benefits  of  protection 
nil  over  the  Union.  But  how  could  protection  be 
protection  unh'ss  it  were  partial.'  If  it  were  uni- 
versal, it  would  destroy  itself.  If  all  were  equally 
protected,  then  none  were  protected.  It  was  all 
a  humbug  from  beginning  to  end.  It  was  impos- 
sible for  protection  to  be  universal;  it  was  con- 
trary to  the  order  of  Providence;  it  Wiis  perfectly 
inellicacious.  If  there  was  a  country  under  the 
sun  which  ought  to  possess  within  itself  every- 
thing neces.sai-y  for  any  nation,  that  country  was 
the  United  Slate.'t. 

What  country  under  the  sun  comprehended  so 
great  a  variety  of  soil  and  climate.'  Yet  had  they 
not  a  variety  of  interests  which  protection  could 
not  aid.'    Tliis  was  tlie  case  with  respect  to  the 


agricultural  interest.  Did  agriculturists  ask  pro- 
tection .'  Could  this  Government  give  them  pro- 
tection .'  They  wanted  none,  nor  could  they  receive 
any.  Protection,  therefore,  was  partial  in  its  op- 
eration. The  system  could  only  benefit  those  with 
whom  European  labor  could  come  in  competition. 
The  operation  of  the  system  was  not  only  to  lake 
from  one  class  of  citizens  and  give  to  another, 
but  to  enable  one  class  to  become  tax-gatherers, 
and,  by  their  own  act,  to  determine  how  much 
they  should  collect  from  other  classes.  He  con- 
fessed he  had  constitutional  scruples  upon  this 
subject.  It  surrendered  up  the  laborer  into  the 
hands  of  the  capitalist. 

Mr.  R.  warned  the  protection  party  that  their 
system,  if  carried  out,  would,  in  the  end,  lend  to 
wiiat  they  so  much  deprecated — agrarianism.  Let 
the  principle  be  estjibliahed  that  this  Government 
had  the  right  to  equalize  the  cuiidillon  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  the  swarming  millions  of  the  northern 
liive  will,  in  time,  ri.se  up  and  tear  down  the  fab- 
ric thej^ have  erected.  He  contended  that  this  sys- 
tem wiis  not  only  contrary  tu  thi^  Constitution, 
butcontrary  to  the  natural  lights  of  man.  He  laid 
it  down  as  a  principle  that,  as  an  individual  had 
no  right  to  take  property  without  the  consent  of 
the  owner,  neither  had  the  whole  body  associated 
into  a  government  a  right  to  do  it. 

He  would  sup[)ose  a  familiar  case.  Suppose 
that  there  were  but  three  men  in  the  world,  and 
one  of  ihem  caught  a  coon  and  skinned  him: 
would  either  of  the  remaining  two  have  a  right  to 
take  the  skin  from  him.'  Assuredly  not.  Sup- 
pose, then,  these  three  men  associated  themselves 
into  a  government:  would  the  mnjoiity  of  these 
three  then  have  the  right  to  take  the  coon  skin 
from  the  owner,  and  give  it  to  one  of  the  others  ? 
If  they  had  not  the  right  before,  how  would  the 
right  be  imparted  by  their  associating  theinseWcs 
into  a  government?  He  asked  if  the  foi-miiig  a 
government  gave  the  right  of  taking  property  ? 
No  one  would  answer  that  it  would.  But  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  Stales  had  not  been 
left  so  bare  as  to  give  even  by  construction  so 
dangerous  a  power.  The  Constitution  provided 
that  private  property  should  not  be  tiiken  for 
public  use  without  compensation.  Now,  if  the 
question  was  of  taking  private  property  for  pub- 
lic use,  the  Constitution  would  justify  it;  but  il 
was  taking  private  property  for  private  use,  and 
for  the  use,  too,  of  classes  and  corporations. 
Gentlemen  talkeil  very  sneeringly  of  free  trade; 
and  in  all  this  they  were  consistent;  and,  in  doing 
so,  outraged  the  Con.stitution.  What  was  the 
Constitution  itself,  but  the  mightiest  effort  for  free 
irade?  What  formed  the  Constitution  but  free 
trade,  and  the  necessity  of  preventing  one  State 
from  impeding  the  commerce  of  the  others?  If 
this  principle  of  protection  was  good  between  the 
United  States  and  foreign  nations,  why  was  it 
not  good  between  the  States  ?  Why  should  not 
Virginia  protect  lier\ndustry ;  or  why  should  not 
South  Carolina  protect  hers?  If  the  system  was 
good  in  one  way,  why  was  it  not  good  between 
the  States?  and  why  should  it  notexist?  Mr.  R. 
continued  his  argument,  showing  the  oppression 
and  injustice  of  the  protective  system,  up  to  the 
conclusion  of  his  hour. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  next  proceeded  to  address 
the  committee.  He  said  it  was  the  duty  of  a  peo- 
ple to  provide  for  the  supportof  its  Government; 
and  the  settled  policy  of  this  Government  ap- 
peared to  be,  to  raise  its  revenue  by  taxes  on 
impiMts;  but  the  moment  the  tariff  was  increased 
bi'yond  a  revenue  si:vndard,  it  became  a  system 
of  legalized  plunder.  The  question  here  invSlved 
was  not  a  question  between  this  and  foreign  coun- 
tries, but  between  difTerent  sections  of  this  coun- 
try; it  was  a  question  whetheraparlof  this  coun- 
try should  be  mn<le  to  bear  all  the  burdens  of  the 
Governinenl,  and  the  question  cagie  to  this:  shall 
we  build  up  this  manufacturing  and  ironinonger- 
ing  aristocracy  at  the  expense  of  the  hard  earn- 
ingsof  the  poorer  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth? 
The  first  tariflf  ever  laid  in  this  country  imposed 
a  duly  of  five  per  cent,  on  iion  and  woolen  man- 
ufacUii'es,  and  seven  and  a  half  per  Cf;nl.  upon 
cotton  manufactures;  and  yet  they  were  told  that 
their  revolutionary  fathers  went  fur  a  protective 
tarifT.  No;  those  honi.st  patriots  had  an  instinct- 
ive horror  of  heavy  taxation  on  the  people,  and 
they  had  not  learned  the  inodei-n  doctrine  lh;(ttlic 
foieign  producer  paid  the  tax.  He  next  m.tde 
some  uUusion  to  the  preceding  tariff  acts,  and  then 


proceeded  to  notice  the  tariff  act  of  1842,  and 
some  of  the  circumstances  attending' ilsenactmf  111 
He  said  the  act  of  1842  was  passed  in  violation 
of  the  plighted  faith  of  the  Twcnty-Scventli  Con- 
gress; and  that  ii  was  a  fraud  upon  the  country. 
This  was  susceptible  of  proof;  and,  for  lliat  pur- 
pose,  he  quoted  from  several  speeches  maileby 
Mr.  Clay  and  other  Wh'ig  leaders,  and  sbounl 
the  frequency  of  their  professed  devotion  to  the 
compromise  act. 

He  went  into  a  minute  statement  of  tlie  laiei 
levied  by  the  act  of  \^\ii  on  those  articles  which 
were  of  indispensable  use  to  his  constiluenit;  ami 
showed  that  his  peoytle  were  taxed  on  an  avenge 
at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  and  eleven  percent, 

Il  was  not  the  South  only  which  the  advocttei 
of  a  high  [irotective  larilT  would  have  to  conteail 
again.'^t.  The  light  of  truth  was  bursting  upon 
the  West.  They  began  to  br  aware  of  iu  iniqui- 
tous oper.ilion.  Tlio  peO|ile  of  the  West  T<re 
not  unwilling  to  be  ta.xed  fjr  the  Government 
they  love.  They  would, after  th.Tt,  shoiilJcrthfir 
rifles,  and  march  wherever  an  invading  foe  in- 
vilfd  them,  in  defeii.sc  of  iheirhoiisehold^odsand 
iheir  firesiilis;  but  the  misfortune  was,  that  the 
tax,  instead  of  going  to  the  Government,  went  to 
swell  the  purses  of  the  proud  capitalists.  They 
of  the  West  were  deeply  interested  in  ttatproa- 
perity  of  the  South.  As  long  as  the  South  wu 
prosperous,  they  could  cuinmnndgood  priceifbr 
their  productions;  but  when  gloom  and  diiiasler 
perv.Ttled  the  South,  it  was  thrown  back  upon 
the  West  in  the  form  of  utter  desolation  and 
ruin, 

Mr.  C.  adverted  to  the  origin  of  the  cxiitioj 
tarilTlaw,  and  animadverted  upon  the  acta  of  the 
Whig  party  generally. 

•Mr.  STEPHENS  said  he  came  from  a  aecliim 
of  the  ci>iintry  which  had  been  said  to  be  robbed 
by  the  protective  system,  and  was  to  be  rrlieftd 
from  it  by  the  destrucliuii  of  that  system.  He 
would  therefore,  ill  the  remarks  he  wosabnatU) 
nuike,  show  that  it  had  no  such  effect.  Tbcjtll- 
tieman  fioni  South  Carolina  [.Mr.  Riiett]  nid 
that  the  tariff  of  184d  was  a  violation  oftlieCnn- 
stitution;  and  he  wished  the  gentleman  waainbil 
seat,  that  he  might  ask  him  huw  il  was  so.  U< 
would  ask  that  question  of  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama,  who  addressed  the  House  the  olker 
day  on  the  subject.  He  would  ask  himhowlh*! 
bill  violated  the  Constitution? 

Mr.  BELSER,  in  reply  to  the  genileraao  ftoB 
Georgia,  admitted  that  this  Governmenl  wu 
framed  to  protect  life,  liberty,  and  proiwrly,  tnil' 
to  protect  Its  citizens  in  the  enjtiyinent  of  these 
blessings.  But  Mr.  B.  contended  that  proleciim 
to  manufactures  nevi'r  entered  into  their  conian- 
plation;  that  the  [)ro(ection  spoken  of  by  then 
was  to  secure  to  the.  citizen  the  right  to  the  eiijoy- 
mentoftho.se  great  privileges;  llintawrifriaidon 
imports,  witlv  an  eye  alone  to  revenue,  waa  »•• 
stilutional;  but  when  laid  dirtclhj  with  on  eye  to 
protection,  it  was  uncotulilutioHal;  that,  so  fitrM 
agriculture  was  concerned ,  it  was  oul  of  the  po»f  r 
of"  this  Government  fo  prottct  that  i)ranch  of  Amef- 
ican  industry;  and  that,  therefore, profrr/ion could 
not  be  extended  generally  to  aJl  interests,  aicOB- 
tcnded  for  by  Ihe  gentleman  from  Georgia. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  then  said  that  he  uiidcrirtood 
the  gentleman  that  if  the  Government,  i»i«i«iig 
a  revenue,  looked  to  the  industry  of  the  country, 
that  was  a  violation  of  the  Constitution.  The 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  also  said  tJiH  die 
Constitution  was  established  on  the  principles «' 
free  tiade.  Now,  he  wns  prepared  lo  show  ti«'T 
so  far  from  the  Constitution  being  for  iiieeilil>- 
lishment  of  free  trade,  one  of  its  main  ohjecuwu 
the  protection  of  the  industry  of  the  country.  Mr. 
S.  next  S|iokc  of  the  operations  of  the  tariff  U» 
in  the  section  of  country  he  came  froni,au<l  ron- 
tended  that,  so  far  from  its  being  unjust  and  op- 
pressive, il  had  operated  there  most  bcneficendy. 
For  his  part,  he  knew  that  his  section  of  the  coun- 
try was  not  oppressed  by  it.  The  people  of  i" 
couiiry  felt  none  of  the  burdens  whicti  wertw 
loudly  complained  of;  and  while  they  sold  *1>1* 
they  had  dear.r,  and  bought  what  they  war.M 
cheaper,  than  they  did  before  tlie  passage  «f '»« 
law  of  1843,  it  was  hard  lo  convince  il.om  II*, 
they  were  oppressed.  Mr.  S.  produced  »  list ijf 
the  prices  of  a  number  of  the  articles  coinume" 
in  his  country  lo  show  that  they  were  lower  tbM 
they  weie  before.  He  then  wen  I  oil  to  arjue  li«| 
the  bill  on  the  table  would  not  produce  rerr"" 


i 


i 


Diaitized  by 


Goo< 


w 
w 


pe 

w 

N, 

CO 


sufficient  for  llie  annual  expenditures  of  the  Gov- 
errnient,  and  provide  for  liie  public  deb^ 

Mr.  S.  npnealril  to  the  reduction  of  prices 
under  the  larifTnf  1S4'J;  and  he  ashed  the  gentle- 
man from  Alabama  how  else  it  was  to  be  accounted 
for?  . 

Mr.  BF.LSER  asked  of  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  if  the  reduction  of  tiie  price  of  the  arti- 
cles spoken  of  by  him  was  ainne  confined  to  this 
country  .'  He  further  inquired  of  him  whether  a 
more  tlimi  rorrespoudint^  reduction  had  not  taken 

elace  in  the.  jnhe  of  the  sanii:  articles  in  Great 
ritain?  lie  still  furlher  asked  him  if  the  market 
of  Great  Britain  was  in  any  manner  atfccUd  in 
prices  by  competition  from  the  introduction  of 
manufactures  of  this  country  into  that.  Unless 
the  gentleman  from  Geor{;ia  could  show  a  differ- 
ent state  of  facts  to  exist  in  the  premises,  he  be- 
lieved that  he  v/ould  derive  no  advantage  from 
his  position.  The  same  articles  stated  by  the 
gentleman  to  have  decreased  in  price  Acrr ,  having 
cheapened  in  at  least  a  corresponding  degree  in 
Great,Briiain,  without  beinj  operated  on  by  com- 
fetilion  from  this  country,  it  clearly  shows  that 
the  result  oflom  prices  /itrf,  spoken  of  by  the  gen- 
tleman, mustlc  atlribuled  to  some  oJ/itr  cause 
than  the  tariff  cf  1842.  He  attributed  it  to  many 
causes, Vi  wit.  to  a  restricted  currency;  toalesser 
disposition  to  purcliasc  in  both  countries,  in  con- 
sctjuencc  ot  thechange  in  currency;  to  a  growing 
spirit  of  economy  on  both  sides  of  the  water;  to 
the  improveiv.cnt  of  machinery,  and  a  reduction 
in  the  price  of  labor. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  replied,  that  the  tariff  act  of 
1842  hod  had  ilie  effect  of  reducing  the  prices  in 
England,  and,  he  contended,  to  bring  down  the 
prices  st'II  more.  He  then  proceeded  with  his 
remarka,  with  which  ho  consumed  the  residue  of 
his  hour. 

Mr  RATHBUN  next  obtained  the  floor.  He 
had  been  listening  for  many  days  to  the  discus- 
sion upon  this  bill ,  with  a  view  to  procuring  some 
new  light  upon  the  subject;  but  the  greater  pro- 
portion of  the  speeches  which  had  been  made  had 
wandered  far  from  the  question  before  the  House. 
For  his  own  part,  he  should  confine  lilmself  to 
the  immediate  question  before  the  committee.  It 
was  one  of  the  most  important  subjectslhat  could 
be  agitated  before  Congress.  It  was  a  question 
upon  which  differentsectionsof  the  Union  neces- 
sarily differed,  and  it  could  onlybc  satisfactorily 
settled  by  mutual  concession.  The  operation  of 
the  system  was  unequal  and  unjust;  affording 
high  protection  to  the  manufacturer,  and  little  or 
no  protection  to  the  farmer.  They  iiad  been  told 
that  high  duties  made  low  prices.  This  was  not 
deserving  of  a  serious  answer;  it  was  an  absurd- 
ity, and  bore  the  evidence  of  absurdity  on  its 
very  face.  High  duties  upon  a  particular  article, 
it  was  true,  might  produce  a  hot-bed  growth,  and 
force  capiuil  into  that  particular  trade,  and  reduce 
the  price;  but  to  say  tliot  the  reduction  of  prices 
yiras  owing  to  the  existence  of  high  duties,  was 
;too  gross  an  absurdity  to  require  a  serious  answer. 
Jt  was  said  that,  under  the  operation  of  this  tariff, 
the  country  is  in  the  most  prosperous  condition, 
and  that  specie  was  flowing  into  the  country. 
Would  it  not  be  as  good  an  evidence  of  prosper- 
ity, if  it  could  be  shown  that  our- exports  had 
increased,  and  that,  instead  of  importing  specie, 
we  had  imported  an  amount,  eqtial  to  our  in- 
creased exportation,  of  foreign  productions? 

Mr.  R.  went  on  to  say  that  almost  every  gen- 
tleman who  had  addressed  the  committee  in  favor 
of  the  protective  system  had  spoken  of  the  pros- 
perity that  had  resulted  from  the  tariff  of  1840. 
Wow,  where  was  this  prosperity  to  be  found? 
Was  it  in  the  price  of  flour,  which  was  selling  in 
New  York  at  four  dollars  per  barrel?  Wos  it  in 
he  price  of  beef  and  pork,  which  were  selling  at 
corresponding  low  prices  in  the  same  market? 
Gentlemen  said  that  the  influx  of  specie  in  the 
country  was  an  evidence  of  this  prosperity,  which 
in  his  opinion  was  a  great  error.  But  if  the  tariff 
of  1840  had  produced  so  much  prosperity,  he 
wanted  to  know  rf  it  had  regulated  exchanges, 
xchanges  were  now  in  a  more  healthful  slate 
Ithan  they  ever  had  been  before;  in  fact,  from  one 
end  of  the  country  to  another,  exchonge  costs  no 
more  than  the  cost  of  transportation  and  the  risk 
and  insurance. 

Now,  if  the  Whig  party  had  succeeded  at  the 
extra  session  in  getting  a  bank,  they  would  have 
■aid  that  their  bank  had  regulatedexchanges.  The 


gentleman  from  Georgia  said  that  he  v/anted  a 
national  bank  to  regulate  exchanges;  but  the  gen- 
tleman knew  that  exchanges  were  manoge'd  better 
now  without  a  bank  than  theyever  were  with  one. 
Thegeniloinan  also  imputed  all  the  calamities  of 
1840  to  the  want  of  a  high  tariff.  The  revenue  fell 
offbecau.se  the  importations  fell  off.  But  did  any 
gentleman  give  the  true  cause  for  the  falling  off 
of  the  revenue?  Did  gentlemen  recollect  the  im- 
mense amount  of  State  stocks  which  were  sentto 
Europe  and  .<!old,  and  the  proceeds  braught  back 
in  British  goods  ?  The  baViks  failed  in  every  State, 
and  even  the  States  themselves  could  not  meet 
their  engagements.  State  slocks  depreciated  so 
that  no  more  could  be  sent  to  England  to  buy 
goods.  The  banks,  having  failed,  were  pressing 
their  debtors  so  that  there  v,as  a  scarcity  of  money ; 
credit  was  paralyzed, and  business  was  prostrated. 
Here  was  enough  to  account  for  the  falling  off  of 
importations  and  the  consequent  loss  of  revenue, 
without  attributing  it  to  the  want  of  a  high  tariff. 

But  they  had  been  told  much  about  free  trode; 
and  he  supposed  that  it  would  be  written  out  and 
published  in  all  the  Whig  speeches  that  the  Dem- 
ocratic party  were  in  favor  of  free  trade,  and, 
consequently, dirccttaxtttion.  Now,  he  had  never 
heard  such  doctrines  advocated  here;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  the  utmost  that  the  Democrats  went  for 
was  revenue — which,  while  it  afforded  a  revenue 
sufficient  for  the  wants  of  the  Government,  would 
afford  incidental  protection  to  manufactures,  but 
not  to  the  extent  of  giving  bounties  to  one  class 
of  the  community  at  the  expense  of  another.  Mr. 
R.  next  adverted  to  the  number  of  persons  en- 
gaged in  manufactures,  showing  how  small  a 
number  they  were  in  proportion  to  the  whole  pop- 
ulation of  the  United  States;  and  if  the  shipwrights, 
carpenters,  bricklayers,  millers,^&c.,  were  sub- 
tracted, whose  labor,  not  coming  in  competition 
with  foreign  productions,  had  no  protection,  the 
number  left,  and  for  wjjose  benefit  such  high  taxes 
were  imposed  on  the  people,  was  reduced  to  a 
very  trifling  extent.  He  was  not  n  Clay  man;  but 
he  must  insist  upon  it  that  the  doctrines  preached 
by  Mr.  Clay  himself  on  this  subject  were  infinitely 
better  than  what  his  followers  preached  on  that 
floor. 

Mr.  Clay  said  he  was  for  a  tariff  producing 
sufficient  revenue  for  the  wants  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  giving  incidental  protection  to  monu- 
factures.  Here  his  followers  avowed  that  they 
were  for  a  tariff  whose  sole  object  was  protection. 
In  the  South,  Mr.  Clay  was  for  a  tariflT  of  twenty 
percent.  Now,  while  the  Democratic  party  were 
for  giving  a  tariff  with  thirty  percent.,  the  Whigs 
charged  them  with  a  design  to  break  down  the 
manufactures  of  the  country. 

Mr.  TIBBATTS  next  obtained  the  floor;  ond 
ofter  speaking  some  time  on  the  protective  policy, 
made  some  remarks  on  the  annexation  of  Texas 
to  this  Union,  and  caused  the  Clerk  to  read  a  letter 
from  General  Jackson  in  favor  of  annexation. 
He  proceeded  to  comment  on  thot  question. 

Mr.  BARNARD  rose  to  a  question  of  order. 
He  said  he  could  not  consent,  so  far  as  he  was 
concerned,  to  the  discussion  of  the  annexation  of 
Texas  at  this  time. 

Mr.  WELLER  remarked  that  the  colleague  of 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  White]  had 
been  allowed  to  discuss  the  question  of"  bargain 
and  sale,"  and  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
had  not  called  him  to  order.  And  it  must  be 
'recollected,  that  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  great 
latitude  of  debate  was  allowed.  Speeches  had 
been  wade  already  on  all  other  questions  than 
the  bill  before  the  committee,  and  his  friend  from 
Kentucky  [Mr.  Tibbatts]  now  only  proposed 
incidentally  to  discuss  the  annexation  of  Texas 
to  the  United  States,  which  had  certainly  more 
to  do  with  the  tariff  than  the  "  bargain  and  sale,'' 
in  connection  with  the  election  of  1824. 

Mr.  STEENROD  honed  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  would  withtlraw  his  objection,  as  it 
would  only  have  the  eflcct  of  brealiing  up  the 
committee.  [It  was  now  near  five  o'clock,  and 
there  was  but  a  small  portion  of  a  quorum  in 
attendance.] 

Mr.  BARNARD  said  the  annexation  of  Texas 
hod  nothing  to  do  with  the  merits  of  the  question 
before  the  committee,  and  he  could  not  consent  to 
its  discussion. 

Mr.  TIBBATTS  said  he  would  show  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  that  there  was  a  connec- 
tion, before  he  got  through. 


Mr.  DUNCAN  insisted  that  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  had  the  right  to  talk  as  he  pleased 
in  committee. 

Mr.  TIEBATTS  snid  he  was  going  to  show 
that  Texas  would  make  a.  good  market  for  Ken- 
tucky bagging,  if  she  was  annexed  to  the  Union; 
and  surely  if  the  "bargain  and  intrigue"  was 
pertinent,  ihis  would  be  in  order. 

Mr.  WELLER  again  urged  on  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  that  if  he  persisted  in  his  objec- 
tions, the  committee  would  lie  broken  up;  and 
there  were  many  gentlemen  who  desired  tospeok 
to-night,  as  only  three  speeches  could  be  delivered 
to-nmrrow  upto  the  hour(two  o'clock)  at  which, 
by  a  resolution  of  the  House,  this  debate  was  to 
be  stopped.  .        « 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  also  urged  that  many  gentle- 
men desired  to  speak  to-night,  as  a  reason  why 
the  objection  should  be  withdrawn. 

Mr.  TI  BBATl'S  said  he  did  not  desire  to  speak 
out  of  order;  but  as  he  did  not  consider  his  re- 
marks irrelevant,  if  the  Chairman  sustained  the 
objection,  he  should  appeal  from  that  decision. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  remarked  thai,  if  the  commit- 
tee came  to  a  vote,  it  would  be  broken  up,  for  ii 
was  evident  there  was  not  a  quorum  present. 

Mr.  BARNARD  said  he  had  no  desire  to  break 
up  the  committee,  and  therefore  he  would  with- 
draw his  objection. 

Mr.  TIBBATTS  then  proceeded  with  his  re- 
marks, and  discussed  the  advantages  of  the  an- 
nexation of  Texas.  Mr.  T.  here  read  an  extract 
from  the  letter  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  which  he  said 
was  the  ablest  on  the  constitutional  point  which 
had  been  written.  Let  gentlemen  no  longer  say 
that  the  position  occupied  by  Mr.  Clay  and  Mr. 
Van  Buren  were  the  same.  They  were  as  far 
apart  as  the  east  from  the  west.  From  Mr.  Clay 
they  could  never  expect  assent  to  the  annexa- 
tion, for  it  would  be  his  political  death.  As  to 
Mr.  Van  Buren, all  they  had  to  do  was  to  get  the 
assent  of  both  Houses  of  Congress,  and  he  was 
pledged,  in  that  event,  to  aid  in  carrying  it  into 
effect.  But  there  was  another  party;  and  he 
regretted  that  Mr.  Van  BuieH  was  not  at  the  head 
of  that  party.  That  party  was  for  the  immediate 
annexation,  and  to  that  party  he  belonged.  They 
were  looking  out  for  a  leader,  and  he  had  no 
doubt  they  would  find  one.  He  was  of  opinion 
that  the  question  should  be  no  longer  delayed. 
He  was  in  favor  of  acting  upon  the  question  now. 

Mr.  T.  spoke  until  the  expiration  of  his  hour, 
in  favor  of  the  immediate  annexation  of  Texas. 
War  between  Mexico  and  Texas  had  ceased  since 
the  battle  of  San  Jacinto.  All  the  subsequent 
warlike  demonstrations  had  been  but  marauding 
expeditions  which  were  a  disgrace  to  any  nation. 
He  deprecated  a  postponement  of  the  matter,  be- 
cause Great  Britain  would  undoubtedly  bring  her 
influence  to  bear  to  prevent  the  ultimate  and  ami- 
cable adjustment  of  tjje  question  of  annexation 
between  Texas  and  this  country. 

Mr.  WELLER  moved  thot  the  committee  rise; 
which  motion  was  rejected — ayes  18,  noes  50. 

No  quorum  voting. 

The  committee  rose,  and  reported  that  fact  to 
the  House. 

Mr.  HAAfLIN  moved  that  the  House  adjourn; 
but  the  yeas  and  njys  being  ordered,  Mr.  H. 
withdrew  the  motion. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  STEPHENS,  (it  then  being 
a  little  after  five  o'clock,)  the  House  took  a  recess 
until  seven  o'clock. 


EVENING  SESSION. 

At  seven  o'clock  the  Speaker  took  the  chair, 
but  therfe  were  very  few  members  present.  An 
adjournment  was  moved,  on  which  the  ysas  and 
nays  were  ordered;  and,  as  the  roll  was  called, 
several  other  members  appeared.  The  House 
agreed  to  the  motion  to  adjourn — yeas  22,  nays  14. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


The  fellowing  pelilfons,  presented  to-day,  were  handed 
to  tlie  reporter:*  l>y  the  lueinlter^  prcsenUiig  lliem  : 

By  Mr.  TlI()MP.SON  :  The  petition  of  J.  K.  Coffin,  M. 
Tiibb,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty-three  oUiers,  prnyioje 
the  establialunent  of  a  mail  route  from  Kosciusko,  MK-sis- 
Bippi,  via  Conn  Ferry,  to  Franklin,  in  s.iid  Stale ;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Cuinniilteu  on  the  PoslOflice  and  Fosl 
Roads. 

By  the  SPEAKER  :  Tlie  petition  of  Richard  Blond  Ran- 
dolph, of  Virginia,  praying  lor  a  pension  on  account  of  ser- 
vices rendered  as  an  olRcer  of  tlie  Navy  of  llie  United  States 
In  the  warof  tiic  Revolution. 

By  Mr.  RUSSELL :  The  peUUon  of  the  wMow  Hannah 
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Dubois,  prnylnjr,  for  n  peniilnn  for  -iervlces  rpmlcred  by  hrr 
dec»*a>eJ  hii^bnnd  in  tlH^  late  war;  which  was  reliTred  lo 
thpCninmiliPoon  Invalid  IVnpioiis. 

Dy  Mr.  FAKI^EE:  The  pcUiion  of  A.  H.  Dennienndone 
hundred  and  tweniy  four  others,  011121^0!*  of  Wnrr^n  coun- 
ty. New  Jersey,  for  a  post  road  from  Stanhope,  in  the 
county  of  Su>.sex,  via  .Mlaniucliy,  Juhnt;oiihur>,  Macks- 
boro,  Blalrstoivii,  and  Wahnit  Valley,  to  Cohirnliia,  (n  snid 
county  of  WaruMi ;  which  wa-*  referred  to  tbt;  Coinuiittcc 
on  the  Po*i  Otfire  and  To-^t  Uoadn. 

ByiMr.C.J.  l\Gi;KSt)l>L  :  The  procReHlnjx  ofa  niftfi- 
fiig  of  tim  Doniocrary  of  the  first  conar<!S«ional  district,  In 
the  State  of  l*i-niisylvania,  held  on  the  3d  day  of  May,  IMAy 
I'avorablK  to  tlic  iiiiniediate  annexaiinn  of  Tc.xa^  to  this 
Union,  and  cxpre>jsivc  o(  Uieir  confidence  In  Jolin  Tyler. 


I2i  SENATE. 
Wednesday,  May  8,  1844. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  iVoni  ilio  Commiltec  on 
Military  Affairs,  m:id(,*  an  adverse  report  on  the 
memorial  of  Peter  A.  Games,  praying  indemnity 
for  losses  Biislninod  by  Kim  while  a  sutler  in  the 
^rmy,  which  was  ordered  to  lio  on  the  table,  and 
be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  to  whom  was  rufornd  the  memorial  of 
a  num!)cr  of  merchants  of  Baltimore,  Maryland, 
)iraying  for  a  drawback  on  domestic  spirits  dis- 
tilled from  foreign  molasses  exported  ei^ual  to  the 
duty  paid  on  the  raw  material,  was  discharged 
from  Its  further  consideration,  the  subject  having 
been  reported  adversely  upon  heretofore. 

Mr.  E.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
back,  with  an  amendment,  whicli  was  ordered  to 
be  Diinted,  the  bill  from  tlie  House  for  the  relief 
of  John  Frazer  and  George  A.  Trenholm. 

Also,  on  motion  of  Mr.  E.,  the  Committee  on 
Finance  was  discharged  from  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  petition  of  John  Frazier  &  Co., 
praying  that  a  sum  of  money  exacted  from  them 
for  a  violation  of  the  revenue  laws  may  be  re- 
funded. 

Mr.  E.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
back,  withoutan)cndi.ient,and  witharecommend- 
niion  that  it  do  not  pa.<3,  the  bill  from  the  House 
making  an  a]ipropriaiion  lo  defray  ihe  expenses 
of  the  session  of  the  Assembly  of  the  Territory 
of  Wisconsin,  held  in  December,  184i,  and  Jan- 
uary, 1843.  The  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 
KEPKESENT.\TIVES  OF  JOSUUA  KESNKDY. 

Mr.  BAGBY,  on  leave,  introduced  n  bill  lo 
provide  for  the  payment  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  Joshua  Kennedy,  of  Alabama,  for  the 
losses  sustained  by  the  destruction  of  his  property, 
in  the  year  1813,  by  the  hostile  Creek  Indians, 
in  consequence  of  its  having  been  occupied  as  a 
fort  or  garrison  by  the  troops  of  the  United  Slates; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs. 

COMMODOKE  MOBGAN. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  MERRICK,  the  previous 
orders  of  the  day  were  po^oiied,and  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Commodore  Charles  Morgan  was 
taken  up,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  consid- 
ered, reported  to  the  Senate,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

SCUOONUR  GRAMPUS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BAVARD,  the  previous 
orders  of  the  day  were  postponed,  and  the  bill 
from  the  House  for  the  relief  of  the  widows  and 
orphans  of  the  officers,  seamen,  and  marines  of 
the  United  States  schooner  Grampus  was  taken 
up  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole — the  question 
pending  being  the  amendment  reported  from  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affiiirs,  as  a  substitute  for 
the  bill;  which  was  read,  as  follows: 

That  for  tlie  purpose  of  lijiiig  tlie  time  at  wjilch  nhall 
commence  the  ppnsloii.s,  iimler  the  exi.stjiig  Iaw»,  of  the 
widows  of  the  ollieer^,  seamen,  and  marines  wlto  wpr^  lost 
lu  the  United  Stntes  scliooner  Gnimpu^,  as  well  as  the  time 
to  which  Uie  pay  of  said  otflerrs,  seamen,  and  mnrincii  shall 
be  oIlDwid,  the  2Uih  day  of  March,  1S1:).  shall  be  deemed 
and  laiien  to  be  the  diiy  on  which  ttieeuild  schooner  Gram- 
pus foundi-red  at  f<ea  ;  and  that,  fur  the  like  purpose,  rtie 
1st  day  of  May,  1*39,  shall  be  deemed  and  lali.n  lo  be  tlie 
day  on  whieh  (lie  United  Stales  schooner  Sea  Cull  was  lost 
in  nice  manner. 

Sec.  a.  ^iicl  he  it  further  enacted.  That  If  anv  of  tlicsaid 
olBcerii,  seamen,  or  marines,  left  no  widoiv,  hut  iellaehlld 
or  children  under  sixteen  years  uf  age.  such  child  or  child- 
ren shall  he  entilled  to  the  same  pension  to  tvhieli  the 
widow,  liad  there  been  one,  would  have  bi;en  entitled,  for 
the  like  period  of  live  years  :  Provided,  Tliat  such  pl-nsiou 
■hall  cease  upon  the  dealh  of  such  child  nr  children. 

Amend  the  title  by  strikinii  out  the  words  "  schooner 
Gramptis,"  and  Inserting  the  words  *' schooners  Grampus 
and  Sea  Gull." 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  moved  to  strike  out  from 


the  second  and  third  lines  of  the  second  section, 
the  words  "  left  no  widow,  but  left  a  child  or 
children  under  sixteen  yeais  of  age,  such,"  and 
to  insert  the  following: 

"  Shall  have  li*ft  no  widow,  or,  havlngleft  a  widow,  f  he 
shall  have  died  before  the  passage  of  this  net,  and  tilere 
shall  be  livini*,  at  tile  date  ol  the  pas.sa2e  of  tills  art,  a  child 
or  children  of  sahl  otlicers,  seamen,  or  inarines,  under  <.lx 
teen  years  of  age." 

In  the  fifth  line,  after  the  word  "  one,"  insert 
the  words  "  us  aforesaid." 

He  expfeincd  that  ilic  object  of  the  amendment 
was,  in  case  of  no  widow,  or  the  death  of  the 
widow  before  the  passage  of  the  act,  to  give  the 
pension  to  the  child  or  children. 

The  queslion  was  put  on  the  amendment;  and 
it  was  ado[ited. 

Mr.  CHO.VTE  submitted  the  following  as  an 
additional  section;  which  was  adopted: 

Sec.  'i.  ^littlheit  further  enacted,  TlKU  an  allowance  shall 
he  made  to  lileolhi-ersunderewof  Ihe  United  Stales  steam- 
ship Missouri,  for  losses  sustained  hy  them  by  the  destruc- 
tion of  tliat  vessel ;  according  tosuctl  scale  and  nnilcrsueli 
regulations  as  shall  be  eslnbllshed  by  the  Navy  Departinenl : 
Proi'vled,  That  thi;  enure  all<»wauce  lo  each  IniLvlduul,  In 
the  respective  grades,  shall  not  exceed  the  following  sum«, 
to  wil :  the  sum  of  .$H00  to  the  enplain  ;  the  sum  of  $3jl» 
to  a  lieutenant,  surgeon,  purser,  captain  or  lifiileuaul  of 
inarines,  ch.iplain,  professtir  of  niatheu),atics,  or  master; 
the  sum  of^gr-juoio  a  passed  mldsliipnian,:ii^isuint  surgeon, 
master's  mate,  niidshlpnnin.  or  elc;rk  ;  the  saui  of  £i.^U  lo 
a  boatswain,  guniKT,  snilniaker,  or  carpenter  ;  the  sum  of 
^60  to  any  petty  officer,  sergeant,  or  eorp«>raI  of  marines  ; 
tlie  sum  of  :S50  to  a  seaman,  marine,  ordinary  si-ainaii, 
landsman,  innsleian,  or  fin-man;  Ihc;  rum  <»f  ^iO  to  a  boy: 
Ji7ut  jyroi-Ued  further.  That  no  allowance  shall  be  made  lo 
any  person  beyond  the  amount  necessary  for  just  indemnity 
for  his  loss  by  Ihi'  destruction  of  the  said  vessel :  Andpro- 
vided  further.  That  if,  by  the  sentence  of  a  court  mnnial, 
whleli  is  hereby  directed  to  be  holden  ti>  inqiiire  eoneem- 
iiiK  the  losses  of  the  snid  vessel,  any  blnm<'  sliatl  allacll  lo 
any  of  the  oHieors  and  crew  aforesaid,  no  allowance  sball 
be  made  to  such  person  or  persons. 

Mr.  FAIRFIELD  submitted  the  following 
amendment  as  an  additional  section: 

Sec  4.  ,Snd  he  it  further  enaded.  That  all  the  provisloiH 
of  the  third  section  of  this  aei  sTiall  U\  and  are  liereliy,  ex- 
tended lo  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  United  Slates  ship- 
of-war  John  Adams,  destroyed,  hy  fire  Septembers,  1814. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

The  bill  was  then- reported  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  EVANS  remarked,  that  it  seemed  to  him 
the  commiliee,  in  framing  this  subsiittite,  had 
departed  from  the  principles  of  the  House  bill. 
He  would  like  lo  have  some  explanation  as  to  the 
reasons. 

Mr.  BAYARD  said  there  was  a  bill  in  the 
Honseof  Representatives  for  giving  to  the  widows 
and  orphans  of  iho.<ie  who  were  lost  in  the  Gram- 
pus a  certain  number  of  months' pay.  It  was 
apparent  that  the  Coniniitte  on  Naval  Affairs  of 
the  House  were  not  aware  of  the  fact  that  the 
existing  pension  lawsgnve  pensions  to  the  widows 
of  those  who  were  lost  under  similar  circum- 
stances. Upon  inquiry,  he  ascertained  that  it 
was  not  intended  to  give  them  both  pensions  and 
tbree  or  four  months'  pay.  All  that  was  neces- 
sary was  for  Congress  to  fix  a  day  upon  which 
the  losses  look  place,  in  order  that  the  accounting 
officer  might  dale  the  pay  from  that  period.  The 
Commissioner  of  Pensions  did  not  know  what  he 
was  to  pay,  because  lie  had  no  date  upon  wliich 
to  act.  It  was  only  neci^ssary,  then,  to  say  upon 
what  day  the  loss  occurred.  The  first  section 
provides  that,  for  the  purposic  of  fixing  upon  the 
time  nt  v.'hich  shall  commence  the  pensions  under 
the  existing  laws  for  the  widows  of  officers,  sea- 
men, and  marines  who  were  lost  in  the  United 
Slates  schooner  Grampus,  the  20lh  day  of  March, 
1843,  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  as  the  tlpy  on 
which  the  said  schooner  Grampus  foundered  at 
sea;  and  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  enaljling  the 
accounting  officer,  in  Ihe  first  place,  to  date  thi- 
time  at  whicli  the  pensionsshould  commence,  that 
the  period  was  fixed  upon. 

Air.  EVANS  observed  that  the  second  section 
merely  provided  that  the  children  of  the  officers, 
seamen,  or  marines  should  be  entilled  to  the  same 
pension  to  which  the  widows  were  entilled  under 
the  act  of  1840.  In  the  act  of  1834,  provision 
was  madr;  for  the  parents;  \ml  pensions  were  also 
given  to  children.  The  commiitee  of  the  House 
were  of  opinion  that  the  same  policy  should  be 
pursued  in  regard  to  the  children,  il  the  widow 
should  have  died  within  the  period  of  five  years. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  remarked  that,  in  the  ori- 
ginal bill,  it  was  provided  that,  in  case  there  were 
no  widows  or  children,  the  benefit  of  a  pension 
should  be  extended  to  Uie  parents. 


Mr.  BAYARD  said  that  this  never  fortneil  a 
I  part  of  ^e  pension  system.    There  was  a  la* 
j  which  provided  that,  when  a'vcsscl  waj  foun. 
dered  at  sea,  the  widows,  and,  if  there  wen;  no 
widows,  cither  the  children  or  the  father  or  moid- 
er,  or  collateral  agent,  of  the  deceased  officers  or 
I  seamen,  were  eniiiled  to  three  or  four  monllii' 
pay.     It  was  not  the  intention  now  to  inU-oJute 
I  any  new  principle  nt  all.     All  that  was  dosignrf 
!  in  the  amendmems  was  to  correct  a  roiitabein 
I  regard  lo  the  pension  law  mide by theoiramilM 
of  the   Housi'.      It  was  only  nece.isary  to  ilesit- 
nale   the  time,  in  order  lo  carry  out  the  proris- - 
ions  of  that  law;  and  the  day  wan  ascerlaineil 
upcni  which   the   loss  of  the  vessel  look  place, 
which  enables  the  Commissioner  of  Peiisioni  to 
say  from  what  period  the  pi'iisinnslinllcnmaKna.' 
The  inteiiiioii  was  not  lo  introduce  a  new  printi- 
ple,  but  to  a.'<cerlain  and  fix  upon  llie  day  wbick 
the  loss  of  the  vessel  took  place.    The  commit- 
tee had  doic  this;  ihey  had  fixed  upon  ihc20ili 
Marcli,  whieh  was  ihe  official  dale.    There  ccwid 
not  be  a  variation  of  more  than  lorty-eijhtkoun, 
or  three  days.    The  second  sec'ion  wnsmerelyaa 
extension  of  the  House  bill,  in  con lonnitv  villi 
the  act  of  1817. 

iMr.  WOODBURY  referred  lo  another  poinl, 
touching  which  he  was  not  disliiirlly  betrd. 

Mr.  BAYARD  furihfr  explained  ilmt  ihatluii 
formed  no  iiart  of  the  system  heretofore. 

Mr.  EVAn.S  observed  that  the  comitiiite* kail 
introduced  the  [irincip|e,or  rather  revived  ihe  old 
principle,  of  providing  for  the  children, in  caie 
there  were  no  widows.  He  wished  thvy  had'OM 
a  little  further,  and  fi-amed  n  bill  in  confonniiy 
with  what  was  the  design  of  the  original  l>iII;aiM 
that  was,  that  where  there  were  no  children,  lie 
pension  should  go  to  the  parents.  There  were 
extremely  hard  cases  to  be  covered,  where  llwre 
were  mothers  entirely  dependent  on  their  MM 
for  their  sustenance — much  more  dependent  thaii 
the  widows  or  cliildi-en,  or  certainly  as  rauchw 
as  the  latter  could  possibly  be.  He  should  ban 
been  very  glad,  therefore,  if  the  committee  kad 
gone  so  far  as  to  report  an  extension  of  the  ben- 
efits of  this  bill  to  the  parents,  as  well  as  to  the 
children  of  those  lost.  He  moved  torcjlorelbe 
provision'of  the  original  bill,  by  inserting  after 
the  word  "  children,"  in  the  second  section, "sad 
if  no  children  or  widows  are  left,  then  ihcpiml 
of  such  officers,  seamen,  and  marines, "&£. 

Mr.  BA  YARD  said  it  was  a  very  delimie  Bai- 
ter to  rc&ist  an  appeal  of  this  kind.  He  had  no 
doubt  there  were  instances  of  great  hardship.ai 
had  been  said  by  the  Senator  from  Maine,  [Mt. 
Evans;]  but  the  objection  whicli  he  was  lionnd 
to  take  to  the  proposed  amendment  was,  that  It 
was  an  enlargement  upon  the  pension  systriB. 
Under  thai  system  there  were  no  ca.-ica  where 
pensions  were  gmnted  lo  any  others  than  loth* 
widows  and  children,  except  special  cases  wWeb 
were  not  n  part  of  the  pension  system,  but  jiv 
tuities  or  bounties. 

There  had  bcin  several  coses  of  losses  of  vei- 
sels,  in  which  Congress  had  thought  proper  w 
grant  three  or  four  months'  wages  to  the  widows, 
children,  or  relatives  of  the  individuals  who  had 
been  lost.  The  Seiiat'.r  from  Maine  was  ikit- 
fore  mistaken  in  rrf:ard  to  the  extent  to  which  die 
pension  went.  This  was  never  a  part  of  it;  o"» 
it  was  only  under  that  system  that  these  speoaj 
acts  were  pas.sed.  There  was  an  act  of  this  aiod 
passed  at  the  same  time  the  last  pension  law  m 
passed;  and  it  was  liecausc  of  the  uncerioinIT of 
a  general  law,  that  this  particular  en.aeimcntwa* 
passed.  They  went  into  operation  at  Uie  ««n» 
time;  but  since  that  time  cases  had  been  depend- 
ent on  particular  laws.  • 

His  objection  arose  only  to  the  f.itt  ihot,  il 
parents  were  introduced,  it  wnuld  be  an  cn!ai«- 
ment  of  the  pension  system.  He  had  Dodo»« 
the  dependence  of  the  parent  upon  the  son, OS  M 
been  stated  by  the  Senator  from  Maine 
many  cases,  such  as  it  had  been  reprea 
be;  but  it  was  undoubtedly  out  of  the  01 
course  of  nature.  It  would  be  atrikiiif  »• 
cause  of  humanity  lo  refuse  her  that  «»p| 
which  she  had  derived  from  her  son,  and  for' 
short  period;  but  still,  us  he  said  before,  it' 
an  extension,  and,  as  such,  it  was  a  dangen 
extension.  However,  he  did  not  mean  to  raaBl 
any  strenuous  opposition,  if  it  was  the  ] 
of  the  Senate  to  adopt  the  amendment. 
Mr.  WOODBURY  did  not  know  whcthei « 
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■was  uninlontionally  or  tlirough  dosign,  that  tlm 
provision  of  this  ameiiJineiit  was  left  out  by  llie 
cnmmitii-e.  Ii  was  a  principli',  howcviT,  wliich 
should  not  he  introduced  intoihi-  present  bill.  In 
effect,  it  was  making  the  pension  system  a  sys- 
tem for  particular  cas.s;  whereas  it  should  be  a 
general  provision,  and  extend  10  other  losses,  as 
■well  us  thi>se  pariieulur  ships.  There  were  very 
many  cases  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  Stales  where 
Bailors  were  lust  overboard,  who  had  |iarents  en- 
tirely dependent  upon  ihem.  It  should,  there- 
fore, bean  amendment  to  the  pension  system.  A 
general  bill  should  be  introduced,  which  would 
apply  to  other  cases  as  well  as  to  this.  The  effect 
of  the  amendment  proposed  would  be  to  afford 
relief  in  the  present  ca.se,  but  it  would  not  apply 
to  any  similar  case  which  might  occur. 

The  question  was. then  taken;  and  the  nmend- 
inent  *«s  rejected. 

The  amenumenis  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
■were  then  concurred  in. 

Mr.  B.WARD  moved  further  to  amend  the 
bill  by  inserving  after  the  word  "  years,"  in  the 
sixth  line  of  the  second  section,  the  following 
words: 

Bui  In  case  of  the  death  nr  Inlnrm.irrlaoe  of  the  widow 
iKlnrc  Uic  cxpiralion  ol'llii!  fnid  Irrni  of  five  ye.ir",  llic  said 
pension,  for  ihe  remainder  of  ihe  Mid  term,  shall  ro  Ki  Uk- 
child  or  children  of  the  said  deceased  officer,  seaman,  or 
marine. 
This  amendiidmcnl  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  TAPPAN  suggested  the  propriety  of  in- 
cluding the  case  of  the  Peacock  in  the  provisions 
of  this  bill. 

After  some  colloquial  debate,  in  which  Messrs. 
TAPPAN,  BA  VARD,  and  CHOATE  took  part, 
the  bill,  on  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  was  laid  on 
the  table  until  to-moriow,  to  enable  the  Senator 
from  Ohi3  [Mr.  Tappan]  to  prepare  an  amend- 
ment in  accordance  with  his  suggestion. 

SOLICITOR  OF  GENERAL  LAND  OFFICE. 
Mr.  WOODBRIDGE  remarked  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  had,  some  lime  since, 
under  a  resolution  of  inslruciion  by  the  Senate, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  abolition  of  the  office  of  So- 
licitor of  the  General  Land  Ollice.   He  moved  that 
the  previous  orders  of  the  day  be  postponed,  and 
that  that  bill  be  taken  up  and  considered. 
The  question  was  cari-ied  in  the  affirmative. 
The  bill  10  amend  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to 
reorganize  the  General  Land  Office"  was  taken  up 
aa  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  report  of  the  committee  which  reported  the 
bill,  and  a  letter  from  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office,  were  read,  showing  that  the 
design  in  establishing  that  office  had  wholly  failed; 
that  such  an  officer  as  Solicitor  of  ihe  General 
Liand  Office  was  a  useless  appendage  to  that  de- 

fiartment;  that  the  principles  involved  in  all  the 
itigated  land  cases  were  so  well  understood  by  the 
head  and  by  the  whole  of  the  officers  connected 
■with  that  department,  and  that  the  land  practice 
had  been  so  well  established  by  the  decisions  of 
the  courts,  of  the  Attorney  General,  and  in  some 
cases  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  that  no  diffi- 
culty could  arise  such  as  would  require  the  inves- 
tigation and  decision  of  a  solicitor;  and  that,  if 
Bny  complicated  cases  should  arise  which  might 
require  investigation  by  a  law  officer,  they  could 
be  submitted  to  the  Attorney  General,  as  had  been 
the  practice  in  cases  heretofore,  notwithstanding 
the  existence  of  the  office  of  solicitor,  or  to  the 
head  of  the  Treasury  Department,  as  had  been 
done  in  many  cases. 

Mr.  BARROW  spoke  some  time  in  opposition 
to  the  abolition  of  tliat  office,  differing  with  the 
committee,  and  with  the  head  of  the  Land  Office 
department,  and  maintaining  that  the  office  was 
inaispensable  to  the  proper  administration  of  that 
department.  He  believed  that  the  solicitor  was  a 
Udeful  officer,  and  that  his  services  could  not  be 
dispensed  with.  He  alluded  to  the  numerous  land 
cases  in  his  own  State,  and  the  other  States  where 
the  public  lands  lie,  which  would  require  the  ac- 
tion of  a  law  officer;  and  contended  that  it  was 
idle  to  say  that  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United 
States,  who  had  so  much  important  business  to 
attend  to  before  the  Supreme  Couit,  could  attend 
to  those  laborious  and  complicated  land  cases. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE  said  that  he  did  not  an- 
ticipate that  this  bill  would  lead  to  any  discus- 
sion. He  wished  to  observe  that,  however  good 
the  theory  might  be  which  led  to  the  creation  of 


this  office,  the  practice  under  it  hml  given  ihem 
lessons  far  more  desirable.  The  office  was  found 
to  bi.'  totally  useless.  It  lind  failed  utterly  pnd 
loially  for  (ill  Ihe  uses  for  which  it  was  estob- 
lishrd.  « 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MILLER,  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  was  postponed  till  to-mor- 
row. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLCMBIA  B.4NKS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MILLER,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceedcd  to  the  special  orders,  and  took  up,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  bill  to  extend  the 
charters  of  the  District  banks;  which  was  read, 
as  follows: 

Be  it  cnortcd  hy  Ike  Senate  antl  Home  of  Repre^entatires 
of  the  t'liited  S'tnlei  of  Jimerica  in  Concrent  assembled^ 
1'hnl  llic  charter*  of  the  several  it-irik:*  liiTcin  i>nuin«'nitcd, 
as  nowexisiine  and  niodllicd  hy  law,  naiiifly.  the  Farmers 
and  Mechanics'  flank  of  lirorKelown  ;  liie  Bank  of  liie 
Metrn|Hdis,  riuriotic  Bank  i>f  VVashiiiKUin,  and  Bank  of 
WsishlllRtoti,  in  the  city  of  VVai^hincum  ;  and  tin.'  Farmers' 
Bank  of  .Alexandria,  and  Bank  of  Foloniae,  in  tlie  town  of 
Alcxandri.'l,  be,  and  the  same  arc  herehy,  extended  until  the 
4tlldayof  July,  ItTvl:  ProriVfd,  'i'hat  i'oiipress  may  many 
time  liereaft<;rnlter,  atiiend,  inodity,  or  repeal  the  chnrt»'rs 
of  Ihe  said  several  banks,  and  tlie  laws  niodlf>ingtl)e  same, 
or  either  of  Iheni. 

SBO.a.  Jind  !•€  it  further  emielei,  Tliat  If  any  of  thesnirt 
banks  shall  herearti,*r  suspend  sjMicie  paymenis,  or  refuse 
to  pay,  on  deniaml,  any  of  their  notes,  ijepopit:',  or  other 
obli^tions.  In  specie,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  district 
attorney  fur  the  DIstriel  i>f  Cnlumbia,  ex  officio^  to  file  a 
bill  before  the  proper  court,  wiiose  duty  It  shall  be,  upon 
Icg!il  proof  of  tile  fact,  to  liecree  the  forleilure  of  the  char- 
ier of  BUchdeiUulllng  bank,  and  place  it  In  a  state  of  liqui- 
dalinn,  and  wind  up  its  annirs  aeciirdin;  to  llie  rules  and 
practice  of  a  court  of  chnneery. 

Sec  3.  JInd  be  ii  further  enacted,  Tlint  nl  any  election 
hereafter  to  he  iield  by  either  of  the  said  banks,  I'or  oflicers 
thereof,  no  person  sliali  vote  upon  such  an  amount  of  stock, 
or  give  such  number  of  votes,  as  will  make  a  majority  of 
tile  whole  niimbi-r  of  votes  given  at  sucli  election ;  nor 
shall  any  person  vole  at  any  such  election  upon  a  proxy 
made  and  executed  more  Itian  six  nionUls  prior  to  sucii 
eleeiiun. 

Mr.  MILLER  moved  to  amend  the  third  sec- 
lion  in  the  last  line  by  substituting  the  woid  three 
for  six,  limiting  the  authority  of  a  proxy  to  vote 
for  bank  officers,  to  that  executed  within  three 
months. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  SEVIER  moved  the  followingamendment, 
to  come  in  as  additional  sections: 

Sbc.  4.  Jlnd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  fn  case  of  the 
failure  of  the  said  iianks,  or  of  either  of  tllem,  to  redeem 
in  specie  their  respective  notes  or  issues  wlienever  pre- 
sented, then,  and  in  such  case,  ihe  directors  for  tlie  lime 
being  of  said  bank  Kotittling  shall,  in  tile  first  instance,  be 
liable  to  the  huidersof  tiic  said  notes  tor  tin- amount  tliere- 
of,  with  all  interest  and  costs  thereon  ;  and  failing  tfic  re- 
sponsibility of  tlie  saitl  directors,  that  then  each  slock 
holder,  copartni  rship,  or  body-pidilic,  havini;  a  share  or 
shares  in  saiil  banks  so  tailing,  shall  be  liable  and  held 
bound  for  any  sum  not  exceeding  twice  the  amount  of  his, 
her,  or  tlieir  sliare  or  shares  in  such  hank  so  failiiiK  ;  and 
swell  individual  lialtillty,  both  of  directors  or  stockiiolders, 
shall  be  enforced  as  fo'llows:  that  is  to  say— <»ne  or  more 
trustees  shall  be  nominated  by  the  directors  of  the  said 
bank  so  failing,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  l*residenl  of 
the  United  Slates  and  Secretary  of  llie  Treasury,  and  of 
the  cliief  justice  of  the  circuit  court  (jf  llie  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, who  shall  give  bond  and  security  to  be  approved 
by  them,  to  such  aliinniil  as  Uie  said  President  of  Ihe  united 
Stales,  Secrelarv  of  ttic  Treasury,  and  chief  justice  siiali 
deem  necessary  for  the  faithful  perforniancn  of  the  trust  to 
be  reposed  in  lliem  ;  and  Uie  said  trustees  sliali  then  take 
possession  of  the  assets  of  the  said  hanks  so  railing,  and 
vvilhin  ten  days  make  out  a  slatenieni  of  llie  assets  of  such 
bank;  In  deteriniiiin;  which  no  desperate  or  doubll'ul  debt, 
no  note,  bill,  or  oilier  evidence  of  delil  not  payable  witliin 
six  months  (rom  llie  date  of  sucti  exatninatioii,  and  no  real 
estate, shall  betaken  into  account.  If  the  enUrc  debt  of 
such  bank,  ascertained  asaloresaid,  sliati  not  be  sutlicient, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  said  trustees,  wlicn  reduced  to  cash, 
lo  redeem  the  outstanding  Issues  or  notes  of  such  bank,  it 
shall  bf?'the  duty  of  the  said  truslees  to  proceed  iminedi- 
ateljWo  collect  the  residue  from  llie  directors  of  Ihe  said 
bank  by  means  of  a  writ  oi  tcire  facias,  to  be  Issued  in  llie 
nmne  of  tiie  United  States,  against  all  of  said  directors  who 
pay  lie  within  tlic  jurisdielion  of  the  court  issuing  Ihe  said 
writ,  requiring  them  to  show  cause  why  execution  should 
not  be  Issued  liir  the  amount  necessary  to  redveni  llie  said 
notes ;  and  the  execution  may  be  ordered  by  the  proper 
court  nt  the  appearance  term  of  said  writ;  and  in  case  the 
execution,  so  issued,  shall  be  relumed  unsallsfiedin  whole 
or  in  pan,  lor  want  of  properly4>eing  found  siyficient  to 
satisfy  Ule  same,  llie  said  trustees  siiall  immediately  pro- 
ceed to  colleel  an  amount  suHicienl  lo  redeem  sucii  notes 
from  Ihe  stockholders  of  said  bank  by  means  of  o  writ  of 
>cirf  facias  against  said  stockholders,  in  the  proportions 
afori.'said,  which  writ  shall  rceito  the  proceedings  against 
the  directors  of  such  bank,  requiring  the  stockholders  there- 
in jiained  to  show  cause  why  exeenti(ni  should  not  be  is- 
sued against  him  or  them  :  and  execution  may  lie  ordered 
by  the  court  al  the  appearance  term  of  said  writ :  Provided, 
That  in  ease  any  director  or  stockiiolder,  as  the  case  may 
be,  shall  pay  lo  the  said  trustees  his  propnrtionatt  share  of 
tlie  judgment,  according  to  the  amount  of  the  stock  held 
before  execution  shall  issue,  iJicn  execution  under  said 
proceedings  shall  not  be  issued  against  such  director  or 


stockholders  paying  his  or  their  proportionate  share  as 
aforesaid,  of  the  amounl  necessary  lo  be  raised  lo  redeem 
the  oulsianding  notes  of  such  bank  ;  bill  such  proceedings 
Bli.ill  not  operate  to  release  the  said  bank  Irom  liability,  nor 
from  the  provisions  of  ihe  acl  of  Congress,  passed  on  the 
a'lth  dav  of  August.  1811. 

Sec. '5.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted, I'Xmlin  erne  tlie  stock- 
holders wlio  holil  a  majority  of  the  stock  of  either  of  the 
said  banks  sliail  refu.se,  at  general  ineclings.  lo  be  duly 
convened,  to  accept  the  provisions  of  tills  n<rt,  then,  and 
in  ihal  ca^e,  the  corponite  powers  of  ihe  said  banks,  or 
of  sucii  as  shall  reluse,  be  coutlnued  till  thc>  4lh  day  of 
Julv,  IKO,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  winding  up  the  afluirsof 
said  hanks  so  refu-iiig,  subject  to  all  the  provisions,  re- 
strictions, and  eiiaetmiuils.  of  the  acl  of  Congress  of  ihe 
ifilh  of  May,  l»:i«.  entitled  "  All  net  to  extend  the  charter 
of  the  Union  Bank  of  (Jeurgelown  in  Uie  Uislricl  of  Col- 
ninliia." 

Mr.  S.  explained,  that  the  amendment  was 
offered  with  the  assent  of  the  directors  of  the  Dis- 
trict banks.  The  three  principal  points  secured 
by  the  additional  sections  are,  first,  the  liability 
of  the  diiectors;  next,  that  of  the  stockholders; 
and,  lastly,  the  sanction  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and 
chief  justice  of  the  ciicuit  court  to  the  nomina- 
tion of  trustees  in  case  of  failure. 

Mr.  MILLER  observed  that  the  amendment 
was  such  as  he  could  not  ojiprove,  because  it  im- 
posed unusual  nslrictioiis  on  these  banks;  but, 
as  he  undeislood  the  directors,  and  lliose  imme- 
dialely  concerned,  had  given  their  assent  to  the 
amendment,  he  should  not  offer  any  opposition. 
Mr.  MERRICK  suggested  uimmendmi.nt  to 
the  amendment,  which,  from  the  reading,  he 
thought  necessary;  and  it  was  adopted;  but,  sub- 
sequently discovering  that  it  was  by  many  con- 
sidered likely  to  lead  to  ambiguity,  the  modi- 
fication was,  at  his  request,  reconsidered,  and 
withdrawn. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  moved  an  amendment  lo  the 
amendment,  the  effect  of  which  would  belo  place 
the  stockholders  on  the  same  footing  as  partners 
in  trading  firms,  each  beingliable, individually, as 
well  as  collectively,  for  all  debts  due  by  the  bank 
in  case  of  failure.  IJe  considered  banks  as  noth- 
ing but  ti-adiiig  compajiies,  the  stockholders  of 
which  entered  into  that  species  of  business,  not 
with  patriotic  views,  or  for  the  public  benefit,  but 
for  the  sake  of  profit,  and  making  money.  It 
was  only  just  and  proper  that  they  should  bo 
subject  to  the  same  laws  as  other  individuals  en 
gaged  in  any  branch  of  busines.s,  pursued  forthe 
like  purpose  of  making  money. 

Mr.  MERRICK  contended  thai,  although  the 
laws  of  the  District  mnde  partners  in  trade  liable 
in  the  manner  pointed  out  by  the  Senator,  there 
were  many  States  in  which  the  liability  did  not 
extend  beyond  the  capital  invested  by  each  indi- 
vidual. He  pointed  out  the  laws  of  special  part- 
ner.ship  in  New  York  and  some  other  States. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  called  lo  the  recollection  of 
ihe  Senate  that,  when  this  bill  was  reported,  he 
gave  notice  that  he  would  move  to  recommit 
It,  with  instructions, to  the  commitlee  lo  make 
the  stockholders  personally  responsible  in  ihoSe 
banks.  After  that  lime,  he  had  some  communi- 
cation wilh  a  cashier  of  one  of  the  bunks,  which 
induced  him  to  prepare  an  amendment  wilh  a 
view  of  securing  the  noteholders  from  loss.  He 
found  the  law  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  in  relation 
10  ils  banks,  well  drawn;  and  ho  compared  it 
with  the  laws  of  the  Status  of  Pennsylvania  and 
South  Carolina.  With  these  models  in  view,  he 
prepared  an  amendment  which  it  was  his  purpose 
10  offer  when  the  bill  should  come  up.  The 
nraendment  of  the  Senator  from  Aiknnsas  differed 
from  his  in  a  few  pariiculais.  One  essential  dif- 
ference was  with  regard  to  the  nomination  of 
trustees  in  case  of  failure  or  suspension  of  specie 
payments.  The  Senator's  nmondment  gave  the 
diiectors — the  very  parlies  implicated  in  the  fail- 
ure— the  nomination  of  the  trustees;  whereas  his 
own  amendinenl  referied  that  matter  to  the  circuit 
court.  His  iiinendment  also  proposed  logo  bark 
a  year  and  make  the  directors,  who,  within  the 
year  pieceding  the  suspension,  had  been  in  office. 
Liable  lo  the  noteholders,  whether  they  had  sold 
out  their  stock,  or  nol,  befoie  ihe  failure  of  the 
bank.  The  public  mind  had,  within  a  few  years, 
become  gri'atly  enlighlened  on  the  subject  of 
banking.  Experience  had  proved  that  nothing 
would  render  banks  safe,  but  the  individual  re- 
sponsibility of  the  stockiiolders.  In  the  State  of 
South  Carolina,  whei-e  fur  forty  years  the  prin- 
ciple had  pievailed,  (the  stockholders  there  being 
liable  for  double  the  amounl  of  their  slock,)  not 
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an  instance  of  loss  to  the  noteholders  had  ever 
occurred.  It  is  the  very  best  check  upon  bankers 
and  stockholders  ever  devised.  The  same  kind 
of  restrictions  he  understood  existed  in  Rhode 
Island;  but  he  had  not  been  able  to  obtain  the 
bank  laws  of  that  State. 

Mr.  SEVIER  remarked  that  there  was  very 
little  difference  between  his  amendment  and  that 
prepared  by  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania.  As 
to  the  two  particulars  in  which  the  diljcrcnce  con- 
sisted, he  did  not  consider  them  very  important. 
The  nomination  of  trustees  by  the  directors  was 
Bubject  to  the  approval  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and 
the  chief  justice;  and,  with  this  control,  it  was 
but  reasonable  that  those  so  immediately  respons- 
ible should  have  the  nomination.  These,  how- 
ever, were  points  which,  if  necessary,  could  be 
set  right  when  the  bill  came  up  in  the  Senate  as 
reported  from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  inquired  if  the  Senator's 
amendment  made  provision  for  advertising  stock- 
holders .' 

■  Mr.  SEVIER  replied  that  the  list  of  stockhold- 
ers was  to  be  published  annually  on  the  1st  of 
January;  and,  in  the  respective  banks, atall  times, 
there  is  to  be  a  list  of  the  stockholders,  for  all 
purposes  of  examination. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  observed  that  his  amend- 
ment provided  that  each  bank  should  keep  a  list 
of  its  stockholders,  to  be  put  up  at  some  conve- 
nient place  in  the  public  bank-room;  and  that  the 
same  list  be  published  once  in  every  three  months 
in  the  newspapers  of  the  District;  which  publica- 
tion shall  be  evidence  of  the  liability  of  .said  stock- 
holders in  all  courts  of  law  and  equity. 

Mr.  SEVIER  remarked  that  he  would  have  no 
objection  to  a  modification  to  that  effect. 

Mr.  PHELPS  objected  that  the  amendment  of 
the  Senator  from  Arkansas  would  incorporate 
principles  in  bank  charters  against  which  he  should 
protest.  He  would  infinitely  prefer  the  moiion 
of  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  t^Ir.  Tappan,]  which 
proposed  placing  the  stocltholders  of  these  banks' 
on  the  same  fooling  as  the  partners  in  a  tradifig 
company.  He  knew  of  no  middle  course  that 
could  receive  his  sanction. 

Mr.  BEiNTON  held  that  there  should  be  no 
other  principle  of  bunking  but  that  of  immediate 
and  iwrsonal  liability.  The  history  of  banking 
for  the  last  hundred  and  fifty  years  showed  that 
when  this  principle  was  fully  carried  out,  not  an 
instance  of  suspension  had  occurred.  He  ap- 
proved of  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Ohio. 

Mr.  MILLER  asked  if  the  Senator  from  Penn- 
sylvania had  offered  any  amendment. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  replied  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  MILLER  did  not  deem  it  necessary  to 
consume  time  by  any  further  observations  than 
those  he  had  already  made  expressive  of  his  non- 
approval  of  the  amendments. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
his  amendment  to  the  amendment. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  a«d  being 
taken,  resulted — yeas  17,  nays  26;  as  follows: 

YE.<S— Messrs.  Allen.  Aloliison,  Alticnon,  Bagby,  Ben- 
ion,  Ureesc,  ColquUt,  Falrfi-ld,  lluiiiieg:in.  Lewiii,  Mc- 
Durtie,  Ptielpd,  ijt^uiptt;,  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Woodbury,  and 
VVriglit— 17. 

N.\Y3— .Messrs.  Barrnw,  Bales,  Dayard,  Benlcn.  Buch- 
anan, t'hoate,  Clayton,  t'rilleiiriun,  Kvans,  Francis,  Hay- 
wood, flcndcrsnn,  llu<;er,  lliuitltifnon,  Jarnasin,  Jutinson, 
Manguin,  .Merrick,  Milli-r,  Morehead,  I'orter,  Hives,  Sevier, 
6ininion5,  WhUe,  and  WoodbriJge— ^. 

So  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  submitted  the  following 
amendment  to  the  amendment;  and  it  was  adopted: 

Sec.  6.  -5mi  be  itfttrther  enacteii.  Thai  each  of  Ihe  said 
banks  shall  keep  a  plain,  true,  and  aeruralc  lUl  ol'  the  names 
of  its  stnckholdtTs,  tticlr  rc.-*idenco,  and  the  aniniint  of  sloek 

riaid  and  ownfd  by  them,  posted  up  tor  public  inspection, 
a  some  convenient  place  In  thcpnidicbnnking.rnoni ;  anu 
shall  cause  the  same  to  be  published  once  in  every  three 
months,  In  al  least  two  of  llie  newspapers  ol^  the  [listrict  of 
Columbia ;  which  said  list,  wlieUier  posted  up  in  said  banks 
or  published  In  said  newspapers,  shall  be  evidence  against 
the  said  banks  and  tlleir  stockholders  in  all  the  courts  of 
law  and  ci]utiy. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  amendment 
of  the  Senator  of  Arkansas,  as  amended;  and  on 
this  question  the  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded, 
and  ordered. 

Mr.  PHELPS  explained  that  his  object  in  call- 
ing for  tlie  yeas  and  iiays  was  to  place  his  name 


on  record  as  opposed  to  the  principle  of  incorpo-' 
rating  such  provision  with  bank  charters. 

Mr.  ALLEN,  though  utterly  opposed  to  this 
banking  system,  had  voted  for  the  amendment  of 
liis  friend  and  colleague,  because  the  security  it 
offered  was  belter  than  any  other;  but  that  hav- 
ing failed,  he  should  vote  for  the  amendment  as 
it  now  stood,  believing  the  bill  would  be  better 
with  it  than  without  it.  He  should,  however, 
whether  it  was  adopted  or  not,  vote  against  the 
bill  itself. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  resulted — 
yeas  21,  nays  19;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen.  Atchison,  Alherlon,  Bagby,  Ben- 
ton, Ureese, Buchanan, Colquitt,  Fairfield,  Fulton,  llanne- 
gan,  Muger,  Lewis,  McDuliie,  Srniple,  Sevier,  Sturgeon, 
Tapiwin,  White,  Woodbury,  and  Wright— 21. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Harrow,  Uates,  Bayard,  Berrien,  Choate, 
Clayton,  Criltenden,  Evans,  Francis,  Haywood,  Hunting- 
ton, Jarnagin,  Johnson,  Manguni,Morehead,  Phelps,  Rives, 
Simmons,  and  VV'oodbridgc^l9. 

So  the  amendment  was  adopted. 

The  bill  was  then  i-eported  back  to  the  Senate, 
and  the  question  being  on  concurring  in  tlie  amend- 
ments, 

Mr.  STURGEON  suggested  that,  before  the 
ciuestion  was  taken,  it  would  be  advisable  to  have 
the  bill,  as  amended,  printed,  that  it  might  be  seen 
whether  further  amendment  were  necessary  or 
not. 

At  this  suggestion,  on  motionof  Mr.  PHELPS, 
the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  was  postponed 
till  to-morrow;  and  the  bill,  aa  amended,  was  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

F.XECUTIVE  SESSION. 

On  motion  to  that  effect,  the  Senate  went  into 
executive  session,  and  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wednesdat,  Mttt)  8,  1844. 

Mr.  WELLER  rose,  as  soon  as  the  Journal  had 
been  read,  and  remarked  that  the  House  had  here- 
tofore agreed  to  a  resolution  to  terminate  debate 
on  the  bill  to  amend  and  modify  the  tariff  act  of 
1842  at  one  o'clock  this  day.  Now,  he  desired  lo 
offer  a  resolution  to  extend  the  time  lo  Friday 
next,  at  one  o'clock.  There  were  many  gentle- 
men that  were  desirous  to  speak  on  lliat  subject; 
and  it  was  due  to  them  ihat  the  lime  should  be 
extended.  He  offered  the  resolution  on  his  own 
responsibility;  and  perhaps  it  was  due  to  himself 
to  say  that,  us  he  had  already  spoken,  he  was  not 
personally  interested  in  the  extension  of  time  for 
debate  which  he  nowproposed.  He  was  proceed- 
ing to  make  some  other  remarks,  when 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  interposed,  remarking  that 
the  question  was  not  debatable. 

Objections  lo  the  reception  of  the  resolution 
were  made  in  Various  parts  of  the  House. 

Mr.  SUiMMERS  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rules,  that  the  resolution  might  be  received. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  demanded  a  call  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  SUMMERS  called  folr-the  reading  of  the 
resolution. 

The  Clerk  read  it  accordingly.  It  proposed  to 
rescind  the  lesolution  fixing  one  o'clock  to-day 
for  the  termination  of  the  debate,  and  lo  fix  one 
o'clock  on  Friday  for  .that  purpose. 

Mr.  WELLER  inqiiireil  if  a  majority  could 
adopt  his  resolution — the  resolution  which  it  pro- 
posed to  rescind  having  been  adopted  by  a  ma- 
jority. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  the  resolution  was 
not  yet  before  the  House;  when  it  was,  he  would 
answer  the  gentleman's  inquiry.  It  would,  how- 
ever, require  a  vole  of  two  thirds  to  suspend  the 
rules  for  the  reception  of  the  gentleman's  resolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  COBB  desired  to  make  an  inquiry  from  his 
friends  gpposite,  (th<»  Whigs,)  on  an  answer  to 
which  his  vote  would  depentJ.  He  wished  to 
know  whether  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side 
of  the  House  desired  to  adjourn  on  the  27lh  of 
May .' 

Mr.  STEPHENS.     Yes. 

Mr.  HARDIN  also  made  an  observation  which 
was  not  di.'stiiictly  heard. 

Mr.  VANCE  also  rose  to  make  some  observa- 
tion. 

The  SPEAKER  reminded  the  gentleman  that 
all  debate  was  out  of  order. 


Mr.  VANCE  said  he  should  be  glad  if  his  col- 
league  [Mr.  Welleb]  would  alter  Lis  proposi- 
tion. 

Mr.  WELLER  replied  that  he  would  lijien  to 
the  suggestion  of  liis  colleague  as  soon  <s  the  nilei 
were  suspended. 

The  SPEAKER  then  put  the  question  on  the 
motion  for  a  call  of  the  House. 

A  division  was  called  for;  and  56  voted  in  the 
affirmative,  and  53  in  the  negative. 

So  the  call  was  ordered,  (a  quonim  not  being 
necessary  to  sustain  a  call  of  the  House.) 

The  Clerk  proceeded  to  call  the  roll,  and  br- 
ing partially  gone  through  the  list, 

Mr.  VANCE  hoped  the  call  would  be  «a- 
pended,  otherwise  the  remaining  lime  allowed  for 
debate  would  be  consumed  with  these  procttd- 
ings.  There  were  several  gentlemen  desiroojto 
speak,  and  he  trusted  they  would  beallnwed  lo 
go  on. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  moved  that  all  furUier  pro- 
ceedings  under  the  call  be  suspended;  which wu 
agreed  to. 

The  SPEAKER  then  announced  that  the  tjoH- 
tion  recurred  on  the  moiion  lo  suspend  iherulu. 

Mr.  HENLEY  called  for  the  yeas  and  ntjs; 
and  ihey  were  ordered. 

Mr.  BARNARD  rose  to  a  question  of  ortler. 
He  contended  that  it  was  not  necessar)' lo  sus- 
pend the  rules  for  the  reception  of  this  resolttlion, 
as  the  House  could  at  any  time  take  it  up.  Ht 
relied  on  that  branch  of  one  of  the  rules  of  ihe 
House  which  provides  that  "  the  House  may, at 
any  time,  by  a  vote  of  a  majority  of  the  mcmben 
present,  suspend  the  rules  and  orders  for  the  ptij- 
poseof  goin^  into  the  Committee  of  tlie  Whole  on 
the  slate  of  the  Union;  and  also  of  providing  for 
the  discharge  of  the  Committee  of  tlie  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union  from  the  consitfcration  of 
any  bill  referred  to  it,  after  acting,  wilhool  de- 
bate, on  all  amendments  pending  and  tbmnitf  be 
offered." 

The  SPEAKER  overruled  the  genileraan'i 
point  of  order.  The  motion  now  before  the  Home 
was  not  a  motion  to  "  suspend  ilie  rules  and  or- 
ders for  the  pui:pose  of  going  into  theCommiUte 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, "noratet- 
olution  "providing for  the  discharge  of  ihe Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union 
from  the  consideration  of  any  bill  referred  toil"— 
the  two  points  for  which  the  rule  quoted  nude 
provision;  but  it  was  a  motion  to  suspend  ike 
rules  to  enable  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
Weller]  to  offer  a  resolution. 

The  Clerk  then  called  the  yeas  and  nays  on  ihe 
motion  to  suspend;  and  tliey  resulted — yesa  K, 
nays  77;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Abbot,  Baker,  Barringer,  Bannri.M- 
ser,  Uidlack,  Hlackwell,  Brodbead,  Bullinn™,  Borte, 
Burt,  Carroll,  Callln,  Causin,  Chilton,  Chneli,  Cll»|aa», 
Cobb,  Collamcr,  Daniel,  Uarragn,  Garrett  ll.i»ii,  Blctari  , 
1).  Davis,  Deberry,  Delict,  Dickey,  Dillingtwm,  Do«J)», 
Ellis,  Foot,  Foster,  French,  Willis  Green,  CJrInneB,  fid- 
iler,  Hale,  HariUson,  Hardin,  Harper,  Henley,  Hwrir*, 
Hudson,  \Vashington  Hunt,  Joseph  it.  Iiigersoll,  liria, 
Jenks,  Perky  B.  Johnson,  George  W-  Joms,  Jc*ii  "• 
Kennedy,  Daniel  P.  King,  Kirkp-itrick,  .Marsh,  Mall»»S 
McClernand,  McHvaine,  Edward  J.  .Morris,  Morse,  »» 
ley,  Nes,  Newton,  Owen,  Patterson.  Pcylon.  Pbrraix,  ri»* 
lock,  Preston,  Ramsey,  David  S.  KeiJ,  Belfe,  H""*; 
Rockwell.  Rogers,  Sample,  Simpson,  Albert  SioiIll,Cal*a 
B.  SnilUi.  Spencc,  Stephens,  Andrew  Stewart,  SunuMB, 
Thoinasson,  Thonip.'^on.  Tihbatis,  'J'ylcr,  V.ince,  Vimie- 
ter,  Vinton,  Wcller,  Wenlworth,  Wethercd,  VVIatlmft 
Woodward,  and  William  Wrlglit— 92. 

NAYS  — Messrs.  Andtrton,  Ashe.  Atkinfon.  mpj, 
Benton.  Jantes  .A.  Blnek,  Bower,  Uowiiii,  Boyd,  Bmf*, 
Jacob  Briiikerlioir,  William  J.  Brown,  Jerrmlih  *"'"' 
Cary,  .Augustus  .A.  Chapman,  Cliappcll,  Colra.  t?*^**^"" 
lorn,  Dana.  John  W.Davis,  Dean,  Drnrasoole,  D»na», 
Dunlap,  Elmer,  Farlce,  Fieklin,  Giddings,  Bynm  OlWJ, 
Ilandln,  lloge,  Hopkins,  Hubbell,  Hungerford,  Janw  ■• 
Hunt,  CharltiS  J.  Ingersoll, -t-'ave  Johnson,  Anttrew  W»- 
nedy,  Preston  King.  Lnbmnehe,  Lucas,  Luropkia,  w™* 
M.aelay,  McCanslen,  McClelland,  McConnell.  McDomf. 
.MeKay,  Joseph  Morris,  Murphv,  Norris,  Prut,  Bmi* 
Ritter,  Robinson,  Russell,  St.  John,  Saunders,  sam, 
Thomas  H.  Seynmur,  David  L.  Seymour,  Sionios,  Slljoii 
John  T.  Smilh,  Tliomim  Smith,  Stcenrod,  Stelsoo.W* 
Stewart,  Stiles,  Stone,  Strong,  Taylor,  Hlitalon,  wu- 
liains,  and  Joseph  A.  Wright— 77. 

So  the  rules  were  not  suspended,  there  being 
less  than  a  majority  of  two  thirds. 

Mr.  BARNARD  then  moved  a  suspeBsionrf 
the  rules,  to  enable  him  to  offer  the  foUowinj 
resolution:  ^^ 

Raolieil,  That  all  debate  in  Uie  Commltleeofl^  *** 
on  tlie  stale  of  the  Union  on  Ihe  bill  No  413,  eotillola"? 
to  modify  and  amend  the  act  enuUed  "  .An  act  10  pre"" 
revenue  from  imports,  and  to  cli.inge  and  """^'^  """l^ 
laws  imposing  duties  on  importo,  and  fo«  othM  po'f*''' 


i 
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stinll  cense  al  two  o'clock  on  Frldny  next ;  nnd  that  the 
coininitloe  tlirn  pmccrti  to  vole  upon  all  nmcndinenlff 
pcuriiii<;.  or  which  shall  be  offered,  and  report  tiie  tame  to 
Uie  Ilouiie. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON'  moved  that  the  rules  be 
suspended,  nnd  tfiat  the  House  resolve  itself  into 
the  Commiilce  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  for  the  purpose  of  proceeding  with  the 
consideration  <i(  the  tariff  bill. 

Mr.  BAItNARl)  in.sisted  on  his  motion. 

The  SPE.^KICR  reniiirkid  that  a  suspension 
of  the  rules  toadmitihe  resolution  would  require 
a  vote  of  two  thirds.  And  further,  there  being 
nn  order  in  existence  fixing  a  time  for  the  tcrm- 
ination-of  debate,  the  resolution  itself  would  not 
bo  in  order. 

Mr.  B.'VRNARD  entered  into  an  argument  in 
opposition  to  the  decision  of  the  Speaker;  and,  in 
cimclusion,  apneali'd  from  the  decision. 

Mr.  COIJB  cieuianded  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  C.  JOHN.SON  said  he  thought  the  shorter 
way  to  get  rid  of  the  matter,  would  be  to  move  to 
lay  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
on  the  table.     He  made  that  motion. 

Mr.  BARNARD  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered:  and  being  taken, resulted — 
yeas  110,  nays  61;  as  follows: 

VE.AS — Me:»srs.  Anderrion,  Hnrriniier,  Bayly,  Benton, 
Bldlnck,  Jaiiie^  Uhirk,  Jaiiic.s  A.  Black.  Bower,  Bowliii, 
Boyd,  Bren<;le,  Jnt-ob  UririkerhotT,  William  J.  Brown, 
Burke,  Bun,  Caldwell,  Cary,  Callin,  Reuben  Cliapnian, 
AH;;u:'tu9  A.  Chapman,  (>'linlon,  Cubb,  Coleit,  Cro>2$,  Cul- 
lom,  Dana,  lianiel,  tiarrett  Davis,  John  W.  bnvis,  Dean, 
Debi^rry,  Dillingham,  Diomguole,  Duncan,  Elmer,  Farlce, 
Ficklin,  Flnrenee,  Fo^^ler,  French,  Giddin!;.^,  Ilymni  Green, 
Hale,  Hamlin,  nanniiett,  Haralson,  Henley,  Holmes,  Hoge, 
llopkin.4,  liubli9ll,Hntigerrord.  Jnme:)  B.  Hunt,  Cave  John- 
eon,  I'erley  B.  Johnson,  Andrew  Johnson,  George  W. 
Jonca,  Andrew  Kennedy,  Preslon  Kins,  Kirknatricfc,  La- 
branche,  L-ucns,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  .Mnclay,  McCau'sh-n, 
McClelland,  .McClcrnand,  >IcDowcll.  McKay,  Joseph  Mor- 
ris, Murphy,  N'ewton,  Norrni,  Owen,  David  S.  Itcid,  Redinf;, 
Rltler,  Kobiiison,  Kussetl,  Si.  John,  Saunders,  SentiT, 
Thomas  H.  Seymour,  David  L.  Seymour,  Simons,  Simp- 
son, Slidell,  JnhnT.  Smith,  Itobcrl  Smith,  Thomas  Smith, 
Sleenrod,  Stephens,  SleLs^m,  John  Stewart,  Stiles,  .Stone, 
Strong,  Syke.s,  Taylor,  'nmninsson,  1'homp,on,  Tibbalts, 
Wrller,  \Vt  lUwonh,  Whealort,  VVilliams,  Joseph  A. 
Wright,  and  Yosi— 110. 

N.\YS— Messrs.  .Abbot,  Adams,  Ashe,  Baker,  Barnard, 
Bclfcr,  Brodhe.id,  Jeremiah  Brown,  Ballington,  Carroll, 
Causin,  Chilton,  Clineh,  Clingman,  ('ollamer,  Cranston, 
Darmsli,  Delht,  Douglas,  Fish,  Fool,  Willis  (ireen,  Grin- 
nell,  Grider,  Hardin,  Harper,  Hudson,  Washington  Hunt, 
Ju*H>pli  U.  Ingcrnoll,  Irvin,  Jenks,  John  P.  Kennedy,  Dan- 
iel P.  Kins,  Marsh,  .Mcllvaine,  Edward  J.  Morris,  Morse, 
Mosclej',  Nes,  Pntu?rson,  Feyton,  I'lKenU,  Pollock,  Pres- 
ton, Ramsey,  Rockwell,  Rogers,  Sample,  Schenek,  Albert 
SnilUi,  Caleb  B.  Smith,  Spence,  Sununers, Tyler,  Vance. 
Vaiimeier,  Vinton,  VVuthered,  White,  VVuodward,  anJ 
William  Wright— 61. 

THE  TARIFF. 

Mr.  McKAY  moved  that  the  rules  be  suspend- 
ed, and  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  iheCom- 
niiliee  of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of  the  Union, 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  tariff  bill. 

Mr.  UARNARD  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

On  seconding  the  demand  for  the  yeas  and 
nays,  tellers  were  demanded;  and  the  affirmative 
Toles  being  counted  by  tellers,  there  were — forty- 
six. 

So  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and  being 
taken,  resulted — yeas  J 12,  nays  59;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Atkinson,  Barrlnger,  Bayly, 
ISelser,  Benton,  Bidlaek,  James  Black,  James  A.  Blacll, 
Blackwell,  Bower,  Bowlin,  Boyd,  Jacob  Brinkerholf,  Brud- 
llead,  William  J.  Brown,  Burke,  Burt,  Caldwell,  Cary, 
CuUin,  Reuben  Chapman,  Auguslu.i  A.  Chapman,  Chap- 
poll,  Chdlon,  Clinton,  Cobl»,  Coles,  Cross,  Cullom,  Dana, 
Unnlel,  Garrett  Davis,  John  w.  Davis,  Dean,  Dromgoole, 
Duncan,  Dunlap,  Elmer.  Failee,  Ficklin,  Foster,  French, 
Byrain Green, Grinnell,  Hale,  Hamlin,  Hanimei  Haralson, 
Hoge,  Hopkins,  Hubbell,  II uiigenord,  James  B.  Hunt,  I'avc 
Johnson,  Andrei  Johnson,  George  VV.  Jonr*s,  ,\ndrew 
Kennedy,  Preston  King,  Kirkpatrick,  Labranehe,  Lucas, 
Lumpkin,  Lyon,  .Maclay,  Mathews,  .McCauslen,  MeCler- 
iiand.  .McConnell,  .McDowell,  Mcllvaine,  McKay,  Joseph 
.Morris,  Murphy,  Norris  Pollock,  Pratt,  Uathliiin,  David  S. 
Reld,  R'ding,  Relle,  Rhell,  Rltler, Robinson,  Russell, Saun- 
ders,  Tliumas  H.  Seymour,  David  l>.  Seymour,  Simons, 
Simpson,  J  ilin  '1'.  Smith,  Thomas  Stiiilh',  Robert  Smith, 
Steenrod,  Stephens,  Stetson,  John  Stewart,  Stiles,  Sione, 
Strong,  S^kes,  Taylor, Thompson,  Tilibatls,  Wei ler,Went- 
wortli,  W  healun,  Williams,  Woodward,  Joseph  A.  Wright, 
sod  Yost— 1 1  j. 

NAYS— Slessrs.  Abbott,  .Adam",  Baker,  Barnard,  Bren- 
glc,  Milton  Brown,  Jeremiah  Brown,  Butlington,  Carroll 
Causin,  Clinch,  Clingman,  Cratislon,  Darragh,  Dcberry, 
Dcllet,  Dickey,  Fish,  Florence,  Foot,  Giddlngs,  Willis 
Green, Grider,  Hardin,  Harper,  Hud-on,  Washington  Hunt, 
Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  Joseph  R.  Iiigersoll,  Irvin,  Jenks, 
Pcriey  B.  Johnson.  John  P.  Kennedy,  Daniel  P.  King, 
Mnrsh,EdivardJ.  Mortis,  Morse,  Moselcy,  Nes,  Pallersnn, 
Peyton,  Phoenix,  Eliaha  U.  I'oltcr,  Preston, Ramsey,  Knck- 
well,  Rogers,  Schenek,  Senter,  Albert  Smith,  Spence, 
Summers,  Tvler,  Vance,  Vannietcr,  Vinton,  Wethered, 
White,  aiHl  VViUlam  A.  Wright— 59. 


So  the  House  resolved  itself  into  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr. 
Hopkins  in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  the  consider- 
ation of  the  tariff  bill. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  asked  the  gentleman  fromBouth 
Carolina,  [Mr.  Btinr,]  who  was  enlilleJ  to  the 
floor,  lo  yield  to  him,  to  enable  him  to  display 
some  Whig  banners  used  in  1840. 

Mr.  BURT  having  consented, 

Air.  BARNARD  insisted  that  it  was  not  in 
order,  and  that  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina could  only  yield  the  floor  for  purposes  of 
explanation. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  displayed  to  the  House  several 
Whig  banners,  with  inscriptions  and  devices; 
during  which  time  he  was  frequenily  called  to 
order  by  Messrs.  BARNARD,  HARDIN,  and 
CAUSIN. 

Mr.  BURT  then  took  the  floor,  and  addressed 
the  c«mmittce  up  to  the  expiration  of  his  hour, 
in  an  argumenlalive  speech  against  the  protective 
system.  He  had  supposed  tliat,  at  least  in  the 
United  States,  it  was  held  as  a  principle  of  liberty 
that  taxes  were  the  voluntary  contributions  of  the 
people;  that  they  were  the  legitimate  contributions 
for  the  wants  oC  the  Government,  given  by  the 
represenlatives  of  the  people.  But  the  effect  of 
this  system  was  to  destioy  that  principle;  and 
not  only  to  destroy  the  principle  of  responsibility 
to  pay  taxes,  but  to  bestow  on  those  who  impose 
taxes  a  direct  pecuniary  iiiterisi  in  their  imposi- 
tion. Itwas  suid,however,  iha',  this  system  com- 
pensates for  the  burdens  which  it  imposes;  and 
It  was  .said  that  tho  advantages  of  this  system 
were  felt  even  by  the  cotlon-giowers  of  the  South. 
He  proceeded  at  great  length  to  examine  the  op- 
eration of  the  tariff  on  southern  interests,  and  to 
show  that  it  was  disadvantageous. 

Mr.  ELLIS  nc.\t  obtained  the  floor,  and  spoke 
until  the  hour  of  one  o'clock,  when  the  fulliii"  of 
the  Chairman's  mallet  announced  the  arrivalof 
the  hour  at  which  all  debate  must  lerminate,  pur- 
suant to  n  resolution  of  the  House.  He  staled 
his  objections  to  the  bill  before  the  committee. 
He  said  he  was  opposed  lo  any  attempt  at  a 
modification  of  the  existing  law  until  it  had  been 
more  fully  and  practically  tested  by  experience. 
He  said  that  the  people  di  J  notcall  for  any  change, 
nnd  that  the  prosperity  of  the  country  might  be 
hazarded  by  any  experiments  which  might  now 
be  made;  that  a  cirttiige  was  not  demanded  by  the 
condition  of  the  revenue,  which  would  be  ample 
forthe  wants  of  the  Government;  that  fluctuations 
in  the  revenue  laws  of  the  country  had  done  much 
heretofore  to  unsettle  iis  industry,  and  ought  not 
now  to  be  renewed  without  imperative  necessity. 
He  admitted  that  the  existing  law  is  defective, 
and  might  be  judiciously  amended;  but  not  at  a 
time  when  poliiical  feeling  and  excitements  unfit 
the  country  for  discreet  action.  He  supported  the 
doctrine  of  incidental  protection — -'a  competition 
tariff — but  was  utterly  opposed  to  the  rule  laid 
down  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  that 
the  lowest  duty  which  will  produce  the  desired 
sum  isthetrueandlegitimatc  revenucduty ;  which, 
he  insisted,  was  legislutnig against  incidental  pro- 
tection. He  objected  to  the  present  bill  as  makin" 
radical  changes,  and  in  some  cases  rninous;  and 
that  its  tendency  is  to  prevent  anything  from 
being  made  here  which  can  be  brought  from 
abroad.  He  objected, also,  that  in  many  cases  it 
favors,  by  its  reductions,  many  of  the  luxuries, 
while  in  others  it  must  operate  against  the  labor 
of  the  country.  He  objected,  also,  to  the  esttib- 
lisliment  of  the  horizontal  duty  of  twenty-five  per 
cent.,  as  utterly  subversive  of  all  discriminating 
protection;  anil  also  to  the  adoption  of  the  system 
of  foreign  valuation,  which  would  make  the  rev- 
enue dependent  on  the  caprice  of  foreign  prices, 
and  enable.,  the  foreign  importer  to  defraud  the 
revenue  and  ultimately  drive  out  the  honest  Amer- 
ican importer.  He  insisted  that  the  question  should 
not  be  made  a  political  one;  and  tliat  the  present 
law  was  passed  by  ihe  support  of  a  large  num- 
ber of  Democratic  Uepreseniativos.and  carried  in 
opposition  to  a  much  larger  number  of  Whig 
members,  who  more  than  once  defeated  it  in  its 
progress. 

Mr.  WINTHROP  obtained  perniission  to  make 
one  or  two  nbsirvatlons;  and  then  the  committee 
proceeded  to  vote  on  the  pwiding  amendment. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  pending 
amendmentofMr.  Seymour,  of  New  York,  which 
was  to  strike  out  from  the  fourteenth  line  of  the 


first  section  the  word  "  fiflcen,"  nnd  insert  "  thir- 
ty;" so  that  the  clause,  if  the  amendment  wcro 
adopted,  would  read. thus: 

On  all  coarse  nnmaniiiaciured  wool,  the  value  whereof, 
at  the  List  port  or  place  whence  exported  to  the  CJnlled 
Slates,  shall  he  sevi-n  cents  or  under  n  pound,  there  slinll 
be  levied  a  duly  ol'  thirty  per  centum  nrf  valorem,  instead 
of  the  duly  or  live  per  cenliim  imposed  by  the  said  act. 

Upon  this  question  tellers  were  ordered;  and 
Messrs.  Wi.MTilROp  and  C.  Johnson  were  ap- 
pointed; who  reported — ayes  44,  noes  77. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  REDING  then  moved  to  strike  out  the 
word  "fifteen,"  and  insert  "  twenty-five,"  and 
called  for  tellers. 

Messrs.  WiNTiinop  and  McDowell  were  ap- 
pointed; and  having  counted  the  votes,  they  re- 
porUd — ayes  83,  noes  (io. 

The  amendniint  was  adopted. 

Mr.  CARY  offered  the  following  amendments 
to  the  first  section;  which  were  rejected: 

1.  Strikeout  nil  after  the  word  '  ucl'Mn  the  tiftecnth 
line,  and  all  of  lines  sixteen,  seventeen,  and  eighteen,  so 
as  to  leave  the  duties  on  wool  co«tti;;rover  seven  ccnut  per 
pound  the  same  as  now  establisheit  by  law. 

'2.  Strike  out  the  wold  *Mhiity"  inthesUiceDililine,Bud 
Insert  llie  woid  "  forty"  in  lien  thereof. 

y.  Sirlkc  out  the  word  "  tblriy^'in  thesL-neenih  liiie,a:id 
insert  Uie  words  "  lliiriy  five"  in  lieu  thereof. 

Mr.  HUNGERFORD  moved  to  amend  by 
striking  out  from  the  thirtieth  line  the  word 
"twenty,"  and  inseriing  "  thirty;"  so  that  tho 
clause  would  read  as  follows: 

On  all  milled  or  fulled  cloth,  known  by  Ihe  name  of  ker- 
seys or  Kendall  coilon.1,  of  which  wool  shall  be  the  oii\y 
material,  the  value  whereof  shall  not  exceed  thirty-five 
cents  the  square  yard  ut  ihe  last  port  or  place  whence  ex- 
ported, there  shal'l  he  levied  a  duty  of  ihlrty  per  cenlum 
ad  vahrem,  instead  of  Ihe  duties  Imposed  by  the  said  act. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  STEWART,  of  Connecticut,  moved  to 
amend  by  striking  out  the  word  "ten  "from  the 
thirty-eighth  line,  and  inserting  "fifteen;"  so 
that  the  clause  would  read  thus: 

On  nil  woolen  blankets,  the  neiual  value  of  which  at  the 
place  whence  exported  shall  not  exceed  seventy-tivc  cents 
each,  Uiere  shall  he  levied  a  duly  of  fifteen  per  centum  ad 
valorem. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR,  of  New  York,  moved  to 
strike  out  the  tenth  subdivision'of  the  first  section 
relating  to  ready  made  elolliing.  By  striking  out 
this  clause,  the  duty  would  remain  as  under  the 
law  of  1842. 

The  motion  was  negatived. 

The  first  clause  of  the  second  section  was  read, 
as  follows: 

On  all  manufhctiirefl  of  cotton,  or  of  which  cotton  shall 
be  a  couiponenl  part,  not  otherwise  specified,  and  except- 
ins  such  cotton  twist,  yarn,  and  thread,  arid  such  other 
articles  as  are  herein  olherwise  provided  tor,  there  shall  be 
levied  a  duty  nf  twenly-five  per  centum  ad  valorem;  and 
the  proviso  lo  the  second  subdivision  of  the  second  section 
of  the  said  act  shall  be,  and  the  same  Is  hereby,  repealed, 

Mr.  STEWART,  of  Connecticut,  moved  to 
strike  out  "  twenty-five,"  and  insert  "  thirty." 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  C.iVTLIN  moved  to  amend  by  inserting, 
after  the  words  "  ad  ralorem,"  the  following: 

And  on  all  manufactures  of  cotton  there  shall  be  levied 
a  duty  of  forty  per  ecnluin  ad  ratorem. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  REDING  moved  to  amend  the  following: 

On  all  raw  silks,  comprehi^nding  all  silks  111  the  gum 
whether  in  hanks,  n-eled,  or  otherwise,  ihere  shall  be  lev- 
ted  a  duty  of  twelve  and  a  half  per  centum  ad  ralorem. 
Instead  of'lhe  duty  of  filty  cents  per  pound,  imposed  by  the 
said  act — 

by  striking  out  "  twelve  and  a  half,"  and  insert- 
ing "  nineteen;"  and  upon  this  motion  he  asked 
for  tellers. 

Tellers  were  appointed,  who  reported — ayes  74, 
noes  (H. 

Tlie  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  FRENCH  moved  to  strike  out  Ihe  article 
reducing  the  duty  on  cotton  bagging,  and  Manilla 
and  other  grasses,  of  which  it  is  made;  so  as  to 
leave  the  duty  as  it  is  under  the  present  tariff. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  TIBBATTS  moved  to  strike  out,  in  the 
forly-second  line,  "  twenty-five,"  and  insert  tht 
word  "  thirty." 

The  amendment  was  rejeetcd. 

Mr.  MURPHY  .moved  to  strike  out,  in  Iin»» 
forty-four  and  forty-five,  of  section  three, "  tarred 
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80  thni  tnc  amies  on  moae  ariicies  win  remain  as 
thev  arc  under  ilie  prestni  law. 

The  iinicndini'nt  was  rrjcclrd. 

Mr.  FRENCH  ninved  to  strike  out  the  words 
"cotton  bagijing.of  whatever  material  composed, 
orany  other  manufacture,  not  otherwise  specified, 
suitaule  for  the  uses  to  whicli  cotton  bajgiiig  is 
applied,  of  whatever  material  composed." 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  McDowell  moved  to  strike  out  "  fif- 
teen," and  insert  "  twelve,"  in  line  eight,  page  7, 
[iron  in  hars  and  bolls,  not  manufactured  by  roll- 
ing;] which  was  rejected. 

Mr.  EIDLACK  moved  to  increase  the  duty  on 
unmanufactured  iron  from  fifteen  to  seventeen  per 
cent.;  which  was  rejected. 

He  also  moved  to  strike  out  "  twenty,"  and 
insert  '■  twenty-five,"  in  the  eleventh  line,  [on  bar 
and  bolt  iron  made  wholly  or  in  part  by  rolling;] 
which  was  rejected. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  strike  out 
"  ten  per  cent.,"  and  insert  "fifteen  per  cent.," 
[on  railroad  iron;]  soi-s  to  make  the  railroad  com- 
panies pay  as  much  duty  as  the  farmer  does  for 
(lis  ax;  wtiich  was  rejected. 

Mr.  BIDLACK  moved  to  strike  out,  in  the 
name  line,  "ten,"  and  insert  "twenty-five;" 
which  was  rejected. 

Mr.DAVlS,  of  Indiana,  moved  to  strUfe  out 
the  whole  of  the  clause  relating  to  railroad  iron; 
which  was  rejected — ayes  forty-seven,  noes  not 
counted. 

Mr.  REDING  moved  to  strike  out  "  ten,"  in 
the  fifteenth  line,  [on  railroad  iron,"]  and  insert 
"fifteen;"  which  was  rejected. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  strike  out 
"fifteen,"  in  the  seventh  line,  and  "  twenty,"  in 
the  tentli  line,  and  insert  "ten;"  also,  to  strike 
out  "  seventeen,"  in  the  eighth  line,  and  insert 
"ten,"  so  as  to  bring  all  other  iron  to  the  same 
rate  of  duty  as  railroad  iron;  which  was  rejected. 

Fie  also  moved  to  strike  out  all  that  part  of  the 
section  relative  to  iron,  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof 
a  duty  of  thirty  per  cent,  ad  valorem;  which  was 
rejected. 

Mr.  McDowell  moved  to  strike  out  "  twen- 
ty dollars,"  the  proposed  amount  of  duty  on  rail- 
road iron, and  insert  "fifteen  dollars;"  which  was 
negatived . 

Mr.  HUNGERFORD  moved  to  add  a  proviso 
to  that  section,  to  provide  that  all  railroad  com- 
panies should  give  amjile  security  that  they  will 
transport  the  United  Slates  mail  at  a  rale  not  ex- 
ceeding iweniy-five  per  cent,  more  than  the  cost 
of  transportation  by  stage. 

Mr.  MURPHY  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
"  twenty-five  per  cent." 

The  amendment  was  negatived.   ' 

On  llie  amcHidment  tellers  were  ordered;  and 
Messrs.  McDowell  and  Wintiirop  were  ap- 
pointed; and  they  reported — ayes  69,  noes  70. 

So  the  amendment  was  negatived. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  said  lie  would  make 
one  more  motion  in  relation  to  this  railroad  iron. 
Removed  to  strike  out  "  ten,"  and  insert  "  eigh- 
teen;" so  as  to  make  the  duty  on  railroad  iron 
eighteen  dollars  per  ton  instead  of  twenty-five  dol- 
lars, as  at  present. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  second  clause  of  the  fourth  section  having 
been  read,  proposing  duties  on  pig  iron,  &c., 

Mr.  BIDLACK  moved  to  sirike  out  the  whole 
section. 

The  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  RIDLACK  moved  to  strike  out  "seven 
dollars,"  the  duly  proposed  on  pig  iron,  and  in- 
sert "  nine  dollars." 

The  amendment  was  negatived. 

Mr.  HOGE  proposed  to  strikeout  "seven  dol- 
lars, "and  insert  "  thirty  percent,  ad  valorem." 

The  amendment  was  negatived. 

Mr.  SIMONS  moved  to  strikeout  "seven dol- 
lars," and  insert  "  eight  dollars." 

The  amendment  was  negatived. 

The  third  clause  was  next  read;  which  pro- 
posed a  duty  of  six  dollars  per  ton  on  old  scrap 
iron,  instead  often  dollars,  as  at  present. 

Mr.  D.A.NA  moved  to  strike  out  "  six  dollars," 
and  insert  "  eight  dollars." 

The  amendment  was  negafivcil. 
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Mr.  STEWART,  of  Connecticut,  moved  to 
strikeout  clause  six,  which  proposed  to  fix  du- 
ties on  Japanned  wares,  platcil  wares,  papier 
mache,  &c. 

The  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  STEWART  then  proposed  to  increase  the 
duty  from  twenty-five  to  thirty  per  cent;  which 
was  negatived. 

Clauses  seven  and  eight  were  passed  without 
any  proposition  to  amend. 

The  ninth  clause  was  next  in  order.  Itproposed 
a  duty  of  $1  per  ton  on  coal,  instead  of  jjl  75,  as 
at  present;  and  on  coke  ajjd  culm  of  cool,  thirty 
per  cent,  ad  ralorcm,  instead  of  five  cents  per 
bushel,  as  at  present. 

Mr.  HAMLIN,  with  the  approbation  cf  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
proposed  to  amend  this  clause  so  us  to  impose  a 
duty  of  thirty  per  cent,  advatoremon  cord  wood. 

The  amendment  was  negatived. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  then  offered  his  amendment  so 
as  to  provide  for  a  duty  of  twenty-nine  percent.; 
which  was  negatived.  He  afterwards  offered  it 
with  the  proposed  duty  reduced  to  twenty-eight 
per  cent.;  which  was  also  lost. 

He  then  moved  to  amend  by  inserting  twenty- 
five  per  cent.;  whTch  was  adopted — G2  to  Gl. 

Mr.  BIDLACK  moved  to  strikeout  the  whole 
clause;  which  was  negatived. 

Mr.  BIDLACK  moved  to  nm'end  so  as  to  make 
the  duty  on  coal  $1  75,  instead  of  Jl  per  ton; and 
to  strike  out  the  remaining  portion  of  the  clause. 

The  amendment  was  lost. 

Mr.  McDowell  moved  to  amend  by  insert- 
ing afler  the  one  hundred  and  tenth  line,  the  fol- 
lowing; which  was  rejected: 

Anil  nti  flax  seed,  or  linseed,  there  shall  be  levied  a  duty 
of  ttilriy  per  cent,  ad  calorem, 

Mr.  SEYMOUR,  of  New  York,  moved  to  strike 
out  ihe  sixth  subdivision  of  the  fifih  section  relating 
to  tanned  leather,  boots,  shoes,  &c.  By  striking 
out  this  clause  the  duty  would  remain  as  under 
the  law  of  1842. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  JOHN  STEWART  moved  to  amend  by 
striking  out  the  wprds  "except  India  rubber. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  S.  moved  to  strike  out  "  twenty,"  and  in- 
sert "  thirty"  in  the  following  clause: 

On  feathers  for  beds,  nnd  on  down  of  all  kindH,  on  India 
rubber,  oil  cloth,  ivcbbins,  shoe;*,  braces,  suspenders,  or 
other  fabrics  or  niamnactured  articles  composed  wholly  or 
in  pnrt  of  Iiifiia  rnltbrr,  on  nil  clocks,  nnd  on  chrysmls  or 
Riass  for  watetics,  and  on  Rlnss  or  peiibles  for  spectacles  or 
eye  glasses,  wlien  not  set,  tin-re  slmli  be  levied  a  duly  of 
twenty  nor  cent,  arf  ealorem,  instead  of  tile  various  diilies 
Imposed  by  the  8<iid  act. 

Upon  this  (Question  tellers  were  appointed;  who 
reported — ayes  70,  noes  G5. 

So  the  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  LABRANCHE  moved  to  strike  out  the 
first  clause  of  the  eighth  section,  so  as  to  keep 
the  duties  on  sugars,  molasses,  and  sirup  as  they 
are  in  the  tarifi"  of  1843;  which  was  rejected. 

Mr.  HALE  moved  to  strike  out  the  first  clause 
of  the  eighth  section,  and  to  insert: 

On  raw  sugar  nnd  sugar  cane,  there  shall  be  levied  a  duty 
of  tiiirty  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  moved  to  strike  out  "  twenty- 
five,  "and  insert  "  thirty,  "in  the  folio  wingclause: 

On  s.iit  there  siiall  be  levied  a  duly  of  twenty  per  cent.. 
Instead  of  the  duty  of  ciglit  cents  per  bushel,  imposed  by 
s.iid  act;  and  on  vinegar,  beef,  pork,  linms,  bacon,  clieese, 
butter,  and  wheat,  bailey,  rye,  oats,  Indian  corn,  or  maize, 
wheat  flour,  Indian  mcul,  nnd  potatoes,  there  shall  be  levied 
a  duly  of  twenty-five  per  eenu  ad  ratorem. 

Tellers  were  appointed;  who  reported — ayes 
forty-eight,  noes  not  counted. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee, moved  to  strike  out 
the  whole  clause  from  line  forty-nine  to  fifty-nine, 
inclusive,  [the  duty  on  salt ;]  which  was  rejected. 

Mr.  CATLIN  moved  to  strike  out  forty-twa 
cents,  and  insert  one  dollar,  [duty  on  spirits  from 
grain;]  which  was  rejected. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  moved  to  strike  out 
thirty  per  cent.,  and  in.sert  forty,  as  the  duty  on 
wines  of  all  sorts. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 


ninin  section. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ELMER  moved  to  strike  out  thecleTenth 
section,  which  establishes  the  way  of  ascertaining 
the  market  value. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CARY  offered  the  following  amendmenu 
to  the  eighth  section: 

1.  Strike  out  all  In  lines  forty-nine,  fifty,  and  fiftyoK, 
10  and  ineludilig  Ihe  word  "act;"  so  as  to  leave  the  duly 
on  salt  as  now  eslnblisiieit  by  law. 

2.  Slriki-  out  the  word  "  twenty,"  and  Insert  "  fifty,"  l> 
tile  forly-ninth  line ;  increasing  the  duty  on  salt  to  Oal 
aniouni. 

3.  Strike  out  the  word  "  twenty,"  and  Insert "  fonj,"i« 
the  forty-ninth  line. 

4.  Strike  out  the  word  "  twenty,"  and  Insert "  ttiln;- 
five,'*  in  tlie  forty-ninlli  line. 

5.  Same,  iuserllng  "tliirty." 

The  amendments  were  rejected. 

Mr.  CARY  moved  to  amend  the  ninth  section, 
as  follows: 

1.  Strike  out  the  first  clause,  so  aji  to  leave  the  duly  oo 
spirits  tile  same  as  now  fixed  by  law. 

•2.  Strike  out  the  word  "  tliiny,"in  the  n^ventwalkUM, 
and  insert,  in  lieu  tliercof,  *^  fifty;"  raifing  to  ttaaiUHut 
tlie  duly  on  wines. 

The  amendments  were  rejected. 

Mr.  CARY  moved  to  strike  out  the  twelfth 
section,  which  proposed  to  reduce  to  tw-enly-Cie 
per  cent,  all  ad  valorem  duties  above  that  oa  the 
1st  September,  1845. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  STEWART,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  aii 
amendment  repealing  that  clause  of  the  distribu- 
tion bill  which  provides  that  there  shall  be  no 
distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands 
when  the  duties  exceed  twenty  per  cent. 

The  question  was  token  by  tellers;  andrenilted 
— ayes  31;  noes  not  counted. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  REDING  offered  an  amendment  to  com* 
in  as  an  additional  sec'tion,'fixing  the  rate  of  duty 
at  twenty  per  cent,  ad  valorem  on  all  philosoph- 
ical apparatus  and  astronomical  insirumc.iis, 
specimens  of  drawings,  sculpture,  cameo,  ni-il- 
als,  statuary,  trees,  shrubs,  plants,  roots,  dye 
woods,  and  dye  stuffs,  &c. 

This  amendment  was  agreed  to— ayes  81,noe< 
45. 

Mr.  HUNGERFORD  moved  an  amendmeiit, 
as  an  additional  section,  providing  that  eiiipr, 
cassia,  black  pepper,  and  pimento,  shall  be  ad- 
mitted duly  free. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH  moved  to  amend  ibe 
amendment  by  adding  sail. 

The  amendment  was  rejected;  and  Mr.  Hnc- 
gerford's  amendment  wos  also  rejected. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  moved  anamendnKOt 
to  impose  a  duty  of  twenty  per  cent,  ad  valorttn 
on  gold  watches  and  jewelry;  which  was  lost 

Mr.  SEYMOUR,  of  New  York,  moved  that 
The  committee  riseand  report  the  bill  to  the  House. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  committee  ro«e, 
and  reported  the  bill  accordingly,  witb  its  Tarious 
amentiments. 

Mr.  McKAY  said  it  had  been  his  desire  to  ad- 
dress the  committee  on  this  bill,  as  he  had  re- 
ported it,  but  he  had  not  had  an  opporiunny  ii 
do  so  this  morning  before  the  arrival  of  the  hour 
to  terminate  debate.  He  would,  therefore,  pro- 
ceed now  to  do  so.     [Cries  of  "Adjourn."] 

Some  conversation  ensued  on  tlie  question, 
whether,  if  the  House  now  adjourned,  this  bill 
would  be  the  first  in  order  to-morrow. 

The  SPEAKER  was  understood  to  say  that  it 
would,  after  the  expiration  of  the  morning  hour. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  moved  an  adjournirtenu 

Mr.  HENLEY  called  for  the  yeas  and  Dayi 
thereon. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  suggested  that  any  diffi- 
culty in  the  matter  should  be  removed  by  som^ 
arrangement,  whereby  this  bill  could  b- 
the   special    order    for    to-morrow.      [Or 
"  Agreed  !"  "  And  from  day  to  day,  nniii  ii  -i 
disposed  of!"] 

Mr.  SCHENCK  intimated  that  if  the  gentle- 
mnn  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  McKiv]  was  not 
now  ready  to  go  on  with  his  remorks,  there  w»r« 
other  genilemen  that  were. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  said  that  would  not  inters 
fere  with  his  proposition. 

The  SPEAKER  was  about  to  put  the  qucslioa 
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on  the  proposition  to  make  this  bill  the  special 
order  for  to-morrow,  nnd  subsequent  days  until 
disposed  of,  when 

Mr.  BARNARD  inquiredif  that  motion  would 
require  a  vole  of  two  thirds.  He  also  observed 
fhol  he  was  a  member  of  the  committee  from 
which  this  bill  was  reported,  and  he  wished  to 
make  some  remarks  upon  it  as  a  revenue  meas- 
ure. 

Some  conversation  ensued,  and  then  the  mo- 
tion to  make  the  bill  the  special  order  for  lo-mor- 
row  and  subsequent  days  was  agreed  to. 

The  Hou.se  then  adjourned. 
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The  follnwln!!  pclltinn  was  handed  to  the  reporter  by  the 
member  preselittiis  it : 

By  Mr.  WHIGHT,  of  New  Jen-cy:  The  petillon  of  John 
Woi-HlbrUlge  and  eighty-three  others,  eilizens  of  New  Prov- 
idence, Hftiex  county,  New  Jersey,  asking  a  reduction  of 
postage.  ^ 

IN  SENATE. 
TiiuBSDAY,  May  9,  1844. 

Mr.  PHELPS  presented  a  memorial  numer- 
ously signed,  from  citizens  of  the  county  of  Cliit- 
tendcB,  Vermont,  remonstrating  against  the  pro- 
posed annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United  States; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foieign 
Relations. 

Mr.  BAGBY  presented  a  petition  from  Sarah 
S.  Bishop,  widow  of  Calvin  Bishop,  deceased, 
late  postmaster  at  Columbia,  asking  the  payment 
of  the  claim  of  her  husband  against  the  tjnited 
States;  wlijch  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  presented  two  mcmnrials 

4from  citizens  of  the  county  of  Ontario,  New  Vork, 

against  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the   United 

Stales;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  two  memorials 
from  citizens  of  the  ciiy  and  county  of  Philadel- 
phia, strongly  urging  the- immediate  annexation 
of  Texas  to  the  Union,  and  the  ratification  of  the 
treaty  for  that  object;  which  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  ARCHER  presented  a  memorial,  very 
numerously  signed  by  citizens  of  the  county  of 
Biook,  praying  that  the  present  tariff  may  not 
be  disturbed;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commil- 
lee  on  Finance. 

Also,  tilt!  proceedings  of  a  meeting  held  in  the 
court-house  of  Madison,  by  citizens  of  Madison 
cOHnly,  Virginia,  in  favor  of  the  immediate  an- 
nexation of  Texas  to  the  United  Stales;  which 
were  referred  to  the  Commiti<;c  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  presented  a  petition  of 
Robert  Poindexter,  a  soldier  in  all  the  wars  of  the 
United  States,  and  who  was  wounded  in  defense 
of  his  country,  praying  for  an  invalid  pension; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Commiitee  on  Pensions. 

ME.M0RI.4L  WITHDRAWN. 
•    On  motion  of  Mr.  BENTON,  leave  was  granted 
to  withdraw  from  the  files  of  the  Senate  the  me- 
morial of  the  Shawnee  Indians;  and  it  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Commiitee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD,  from  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  made  an  adverse  report,  which 
was  ordered  to  be  printed,  on  the  memorial  of 
Julia  L.  Weed,  the  widow  of  Elijah  J.  Weed. 

Mr.  FULTON,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  buck,  withou! 
amendment, and  with  a  recoinmendalion  that  they  | 
do  pass,  the  House  bill  for  the  relief  of  Adam  L. 
Mills,  and  the  joint  resolution  authorizing  the 
Postmaster  General  to  reexamine  certain  claims, 
and  to  allow  one  month's  extra  pay  to  certain 
contracloi's. 

Mr.  EVANS'  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

RaolveJ,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Trca'<iiry  be  directed 
to  Intbrui  the  Senate  wlietlier  any  additional  clerks  arc 
wanted  in  the  office  of  the  Coniplroller  of  itic  Treasury  to 
secure  the  di.^[iiilch  of  business  in  tliat  oflice ;  and  if  so, 
how  ninny  ;  ami  if  not,  what  legislative  action  la  required 
to  secure  that  olijccu 

Mr.  E.  made  some  remarks  on  the  difficulty  of 
procuring  prompt  responses  from  that  Department 
to  the  calls  for  information.  He  had  heard  it  at- 
tributed to  the  want  of  a  competent  force  to  trans- 
ect the  business  of  that  Department. 


Mr.  MERRICK  remarked  that  he  had  been 
informed  that  there  was  not  adequate  force  to 
transact  the  business  of  that  Department.  Ho 
moved  to  strike  out  all  of  the  resolution  after  the 
word  "  office,"  which  seemed  to  him  to  imply  a 
censure  on  the  Comptroller. 

Mr.  EV.\NS  .said  it  was  not  so  intended. 

The  motion  was  disagreed  to. 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted. 

DEATU  OF  HON.  IIEN'RY  R.  DRINKERHOFr. 

A  me.ssage  was  received  from  the  Houseof  Rep- 
reseninlivrs.by  their  Clerk,  announcing  the  death 
cif  Hon.  Henkt  R.  Bri.vkeriioff,  member  elect 
from  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  the  passage  of  reso- 
lutions testifying  the  respect  of  that  body  for  the 
memory  of  the  ueceased;  which  were  read. 

Mr.  ALLEN.  Mr.  President,  Ihe  two  Houses 
of  Congress  have,  during  their  present  session, 
been  more  frequently  than  usual  called  to  sus- 
pend for  a  while  their  ordinary  duties,  by  the 
solemn  voice  of  death.  Many  ol^oiir  fellow  mem- 
bers, and  among  them  two  of  Ohio's  delegation, 
have  passed  to  the  ^rave.  Some  of  them  have 
been  stricken  down  in  our  midst,  whilst  partici- 
pating earnestly  and  faithfully  in  the  labors  of 
legislation;  others  have  been  cut  off,  without 
being  allowed  to  reach  the  svnc  of  those  labors. 
Among  the  latter,  was  the  honored  subject  of  the 
message  which  the  Senate  have  jnst  received  from 
the  Houseof  Representatives.  On  the  30ih  day 
of  the  last  month,  and  in  the  fifty-sixth  year  of 
his  age.  General.  BniNKEniioFF  died  at  his  resi- 
deiice,  in  the  county  of  Huron,  in  the  State  of 
Ohio,  a  victim  to  the  disease  with  which  he  was 
attacked  about  the  commencement  of  our  session. 
He  died,  sir,  not  in  the  presence  of  strangers,  or 
in  the  destituiion  of  hope;  but3uiround<:d  by  his 
fairiily  and  friends — in  the  sacred  ordinances  of 
religion,  and  in  the  full  assurance  of  that  reward 
which  it  offers  to  the  just.  His  ehaiacter  had 
been  formed  under  the  .severe  discipline  of  a  fron- 
tier life — in  that  school  wheie  the  more  manly 
qualities  of  the  heart  and  faculties  of  the  mind  aie 
brought  early  into  requisition;  where  sagacity 
and  judgment,  fortitude  and  coiir.ige — where  in- 
tegrity, generosity,  truth,  industry,  unil  fidelity, 
are  cultivated  under  the  promptings  of  nature, 
unaffected  bytlie  enervating  habits  and  doubtful 
morals  of  a  more  aged  and  artificial  society.  A 
native  of  the  county  of  Adams,  in  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania,  ho  removed,  when  an 
infant,  with  his  parents,  to  the  county  of  Cayuga, 
in  the  State  of  New  York — that  region,  now  so 
populous,  being  then  an  unmeasured  ond  tenant- 
less  wilderness.  It  was  there  that  he  grew  up  to 
the  maturity  of  his  manhood,  with  the  rising 
community,  whose  good  will  and  unfaltering 
confidence  ho  acquired  by  his  merits,  and  never 
lost  by  a  fault.  He  was  one  who,  under  the  in- 
fluence of  that  patriotism  ever  so  conspicuous 
among  the  hardy  virtues  of  the  frontier  settler, 
voluntarily  periled  his  life  in  the  service  of  his 
country. 

During  the  late  war,  he  organized  among  his 
neighbors  a  company  of  volunteers,  and  led  them 
in  the  terrible  storming  of  the  heights  of  Queens- 
ton.  In  that  enterprise — one  of  the  most  des- 
perate in  our  annals— he  displayed  a  prompt  and 
steady  interpidity;  ond  for  that,  in  connection 
with  the  other  peisonal  merits  and  endowments, 
he  was  afterwards  promoted  to  the  rank  of  a 
major  general  in  the  militia  service  of  the  Slate, 
and  twice  appointed  by  the  people  to  a  seal  in 
the  Legislature.  In  the  year  1837  he  removed  to 
his  late  residence  in  Ohio,  where  the  same  quali- 
ties by  which  he  had  been  distinguished  in  New 
York  enabled  him  to  command  the  esteem  of  the 
intelligent  commiiBily  of  whom  he  there  became 
a  member;  and  it  was  in  that  congressional  dis- 
trict in  which  political  opinions  arc  poised  in  a 
doubtful  balance,  that  he  was  elected  a  member 
of  the  present  Congress  by  a  majority  transcend- 
ing ihe  expectations  of  his  friends.  He  is  now 
no  more.  He  has  left  behind  him  a  character  of 
unspotted  integrity  to  break  the  force  of  the  atflic- 
tion  with  which  his  death  has  bruised  the  hearts 
of  hi.'S  bereaved  widow  and  fatherless  children. 

The  customary  resolutions  of  condolence,  of 
going  into  mourning  for  thirty  days,  and  of  ad- 
journing forthwith,  as  a  token  of  respect,  were 
odopted. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
TiiunsDAT,  May  9,  1844. 

The  Journal  having  been  rend, 

Mr.  POTTER,  of  Ohio,  said:  Mr.  Speaker,  it 
has  required  no  long  membership  of  this  House 
to  familiarize  one  with  the  custom  of  announcing 
publicly  to  its  members  the  death  of  one  of  their 
number. 

Already  have  we  witnessed  in  this  Hall,  during 
the  present  session  of  Congress,  the  funeral  obse- 
quies of  three  Senators  and  six  members  of  this 
House;  and  we  anj  .ibout  to  add  another  to  the 
record  of  death  amongst  us. 

This  seems  to  be  a  period  in  our  history  in 
which  death  has  fixed  a  high  aim  for  his  shafts. 
He  has  but  recently  struck  down  the  head  of  the 
nation,  following  up  that  sad  blow  by  an  unpar- 
alleled fatality  to  the  heads  of  the  different  De- 
partments of  the  Government:  and,  os  if  unsatis- 
fied with  the  ordinary  demnwds  for  victims,  he 
has  sought,  in  high  places,  to  mark  his  power, 
reminding  the  grial,  the  wise,  and  the  ambitious, 
and  through  ihem  the  iialion,  that  no  place,  how- 
ever high  and  honorable,  is  exempt  from  ihe  com- 
mon lot  of  all;  and  that  the  end  of  all  earthly 
glory  is  the  grave. 

It  has  fallen  to  my  lot  to  announce  the  denlh  of 
my  colleague,  Hf.nrv  R.  Brinkkriioff,  late  a 
member  ot  this  House  from  the  State  of  Ohin; 
and  in  doing  so,  I  cannot  refrain  from  reviewing 
briefly  his  iiislory,  as  it  is  replete  wilh  instruc- 
tion, and' one  nut  of  ilic  many  thousand  examples 
our  country  affords  of  the  lienefits  office  institu- 
tions to  the  development  of  the  human  mind,  and 
of  their  tendency  to  raise  it  to  the  high  destiny 
towards  which  it  aspires. 

General  Brlvkkriioff  was  born  of  humble  but 
honest  parenia,  in  Adams  county,  in  the  State  of 
Pennsylvanin;  fnun  whence,  in  early  boyhood, 
he  emigrated  with  his  father's  family  to  Cayuga 
county,  in  the  Slate  of  New  York,  then  a  tracK- 
less  wilderness. 

From  the  condition  of  the  country,  his  oppor- 
tunities for  early  education  were  but  limited;  yet, 
possessed  of  a  mind  which  ro.se  superior  to  every 
obstacle  which  it  encountered,  he  became  a  man 
of  much  general  iiialllgencc  and  enlarged  views. 

On  the  breaking  out  of  the  late  war  wilh  Great 
Britain,  ho  repaiied  to  the  frontier,  in  command 
of  a  company  of  volunteers  of  the  New  York 
militia,  and  at  the  baillo  of  Quecnston  heights, 
distinguished  himself  as  a  brave  and  patriotic 
soldier. 

For  many  years  he  held  the  office  of  major  gen- 
eral of  New  York  Stale  militia,  and  ata  time,  too, 
when  military  honors  wore  sought  after,  even  in 
the  military  service  of  the  country,  by  her  best 
and  ablest  patriots,  and  inspired  the  respect  of 
every  citizen. ' 

He  was  twicfe  elected  a  member  of  the  New 
York  Legislature,  where  ho  was  distinguished  for 
sound  practical  sense,  and  n  rigid  adherence  to 
the  interests  of  his  eonslituenta. 

In  the  spi-ing  of  1837,  he  removed  to  Huron 
county,  Ohio;  and  here,  among  strangers,  in  the 
space  of  .six  years,  he  had  acquired  the  unlimited 
confidence  of  a  large  consliiuency,  and  was  elected 
a  member  of  the  Twenty-Eighth  Congress,  in  a 
district  opposed  to  him  in  politics. 

When  about  to  leave  home  for  the  scene  of  his 
contemplated  labors  here,  he  was  attacked  with 
the  disease  which,  although  it  flattered  him  with 
the  hope  of  recovery,  almost  up  to  the  day  of  his 
death,  finally  terminaied  his  exi:!ience,  at  his  res- 
idence in  Huron  county,  on  the  30th  day  of  Inst 
April,  at  the  age  of  fifty-six  years. 

In  General  Bni.vKERHoFF  are  illustrated  the 
beauties  of  our  system  of  Government;  unaided 
by  the  influence  of  wealth  or  aristocratic  family 
connections,  he  attained  a  disiinguished  position; 
and  that,  loo,  in  a  communiiy  where  intellect  was 
appreciated,  and  ambition  had  ils  votarinB.  He 
was  truly  "a  self-made  man."  Need  I  go  be- 
yond these  walls  for  further  illustrations  of  this 
expression;  and  need  1  pay  the  iiistlluliuns  of  our 
country  a  higher  encomium,  than  to  point  to  her 
"  .self-made  men.'" 

General  Brin'keriioff,  as  his  name  indicates, 
was  a  descendant  of  the  '*  Knickerbocker,"  and 
ho  inherited  all  the  cliaracftrislics  of  his  Dutch 
ancestry — prudence,  discretion,  firmness,  and  a 
scrupulous  integrity.  He  was  a  practical  farmer 
— another  evidence  that  the  highest  attainments 
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in  civil  or  military  science  are  not  incompatible 
■with  the  culuiro  of  the  soil. 

He  was  n  kind  am)  devoted  husband,  a  tender 
and  aftectionnte  father;  but  thf  widow  and  the 
orphan,  who  deplore  his  loas,  mourn  not  iis  for 
one  without  hope.  He  had  long  been  associated 
with  the  Presbyterian  Church,  as  a  devout  and 
'  exemplary  member,  and  died  in  the  full  enjoy- 
ment of  the  consolations  of  that  religion,  of  whose 
influence  over  the  actions  and  conduct  of  man- 
kind his  whole  life  afforded  the  amplest  evidence. 

His  constituents  have  lost  an  able  and  faithful 
Representative,  his  colleagues  an  adviser  and 
friend,  and  the  nation  a  good  man  from  her  coun- 
cils. 

Mr.  P.  then  ofTcred  the  following  resolutions; 
which  were  unanimously  adojited: 

Refohcd,  That  this  llciiise  1ms  li.'ard,  with  deep  siensl- 
bllllv,  of  tlin  ilralli  ol"  linn.  Hevrv  11.  Uriskeuhofk,  a 
liieinl>pr  of  this  Iloti.sc,  wlM>  (lied  at  hi*  resilience,  Huron 
louniy,  Ohio,  oa  llie  3Jlh  ultimo. 

Rcxolval,  That  the  nienil"-ra  of  this  House  will  testify 
their  respect  for  the  lueuiory  of  the  deceased,  by  wearing 
crape  on  the  Icit  arm  for  thirty  days. 

Uttolccd,  A.f  a  furlhcr  temlinuuy  of  respect,  Uiat  this 
House  do  now  adjourn. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE.     - 
Friday,  May  10,  1844. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BAGBY,  leave  was  granted 
to  withdraw  fiom  the  files  the  papers  in  the  case 
of  Joshua  Kennedy. 

PETITIONS,   ETC. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  presented  a  remonstrance 
of  ninetjr-six  citizens  of  Oswego  county.  New 
York,  against  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the 
United  States;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foieign  Relations. 

Mr.  RIVES  presented  the  proceedings  of  a 
meeting  of  citizens  of  Madison  county,  Virginia, 
held  at  Madison  court-house,  in  favor  of  the 
annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United  Slates;  and  a 
petition  signed  by  a  number  of  individual  citizens 
of  the  county  of  Madison,  Virginia,  of  the  same 
purport;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations. 

Also,  a  remonstrance  from  citizens  of  Fluvanna 
county,  Virginia,  against  any  alteration  of  the 
present  tariff;  which  was  referred  to  llie  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  presented  documents  in  support 
of  the  claims  of  Eoenezer  Hickkox  for  a  pension; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Pensions. 

Mr.  ARCHER  presented  a  petition  from  citi- 
zens of  Petersburg,  Virginia,  praying  that  the 
present  tariff  may  not  be  disturbed;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  presented  a  petition  from  Na- 
thaniel Hoggatt,  of  Mississippi,4)raying  for  the 
confirmation  of  certain  entries  of  land  heretofore 
made  in  the  land  office  of  Ouachita,  Louisiana; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims. 

The  PRESIDENT  presented  to  the  Senate  a 
petition  from  Henry  Smith,  of  Sweetwater,  now 
residing  in  Alabama,  selling  forth  that  he  form- 
erly resided  on  land  lying  in  what  wa^s  called 
Miller  county,  Arkansas,  but  which,  since  the 
running  of  the  bounthiry  line  between  the  United 
Slates  and  Texas,  was  decided  to  be  in  Texas, 
and  praying  Congress  to  pass  a  law  to  allow  him 
to  bring  therefrom,  into  the  United  State.*:,  certain 
slaves  which  belong  to  him,  and  which  were 
removed  by  him  inln  thai  country,  in  1837;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  HAGBY  remarked  that  he  had  received  a 
communication  from  Mr.  Smith  upon  ihe  same 
subject.  He  expressed  the  hope  that  ihe  Judi- 
ciary Committee,  to  which  ihe  petition  had  been 
referred,  would  give  the  subject  prompt  consid- 
eration. 

Mr.  Sevier  spoke  of  there  being  a  number 
of  individuals  placed  in  ihe  same  condition  by  the 
running  of  the  boundary  line — those,  too,  who 
were  members  of  the  convention  which  formed 
the  constitution  of  Arkansas — which  would  re- 
quire similar  legislation.  He  thought  the  shortest 
plan  to  settle  the  matter  would  be  to  take  Texas 
jnto  the  Union  at  onc^;  which  he  hoped  would  be 
done  before  the  adjournment.  If  not,  he  would 
go  for  ihe  bill  to  grant  relief  in  the  manner  re- 
quired. 


NOTICE  OF  A  BILL. 
Mr.  WRIGHT  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on 
to-morrow.  iisU  have  to  introduce  a  bill  fur  the 
relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  William  P. 
Checver,  deceased. 

REPORTS  KnOM  COMMITTEES. 
Mr.  PHELPS,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  II.  Mcin- 
tosh, which  was  renil,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading,  and  to  be  printed,  with  the  report  accom- 
panying. 

Also,  from  the  Committee  on  Patents  and  the 
Patent  Office,  reported  n  joint  resolution  for  the 
relief  of  Charles  M.  Keller;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  reported  back,  without  amendment, 
and  with  a  recommendntion  that  it  be  indefinitely 
postponed,  the  bill  to  remodel  the  consular  estab- 
lishment of  the  United  Stales. 

Mr.  WALKER,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  which  was  referred  the  memorial 
of  Joseph  de  la  Francia,  reported  a  bill  supple- 
mentary to  an  act  authorizing  the  Secretary  of 
Stale  to  lic|uidateccrtain  claims  therein  mentioned, 
passed  April  18,  1814;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  a  second  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mg  HUGER,  it  was 

Resoiv€i1,  That  the  Coniinittee  »»»  Puhllc  Buildings  and 
Groundi  lie  instructetl  to  inquire  if  it  would  not  bo  more 
appropriate  to  remove  tlie  naval  inonuinenl  cut  the  west  of 
the  Capitol  to  the  navy-y.ird,  and  substitute  in  its  place  the 
statue  of  Wa-shinctou  by  fJreeiiou^h. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  from  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  reported  back,  without  amend- 
ment, and  with  a  recommendation  that  it  be  in- 
definitely postponed,  the  bill  to  regulate  the  pay 
of  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

Mr.  EVANS  expressed  the  wish  lliat  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  would 
call  up  this  bill  at  an  early  day,  and  have  it  dis- 
posed of,  as  the  Army  appropriation  bill  was 
awaiting  the  action  of  the  Senate  upon  it. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  remarked  that  he  would 
move  for  its  consideration  at  an  early  day. 

BILLS  PASSED. 

The  following  bills  were  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  W.  Morgan; 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  entitled  "An 
act  regulating  the  trade  and  intercourse  with  the 
Indian  tribes  and  to  preserve  peace  on  the  fron- 
tiers," passed  30th  June,  1834; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  citizens  of  towns  on 
the  public  lands  of  the  United  Suites,  under  cer- 
tain circumstances;  and 
I  The  bill  granting  to  the  Great  Western  Rail- 
road Company,  in  the  Slate  of  Illinois,  the  right 
of  way  through  the  public  lands  of  the  United 
States,  and  for  other  purpo.ses. 

VEC.MONT  MILITIA. 

The  bill  entitled  an  act  for  the  payment  of  the 
fourth  regiment  of  the  second  brigade  of  the  third 
division  of  the  Vermont  militia,  for  services  at 
the  battle  of  Plattsburg,  was  read  the  third  time; 
and  the  question  being,  "Shall  the  bill  pass?" 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  then,  in  some  remarks,  op- 
posed the  bill  on  the  ground  that  the  troops  were 
not  mustered  in  the  service. 

Messrs.  PHELPS,  MOREHEAD,and  MER- 
RICK, defended  the  bill. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  bill  was 
passed — yeas  33,  nays  4. 

DISTRICT  BANKS. 

Mr.  MILLER  called  for  the  consideration  of 
the  unfinished  special  order,  which  was  the  bill 
to  recharter  the  banks  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia. It  was  important  that  the  bill  should  be 
acted  upon  to-day,  as  the  House  had  assigned 
but  two  days  for  the  consideration  of  this  Dis- 
trict business;  one  of  which  was  to-morrow. 

■  EXECUTIVE  SESSIO.N. 

Mr.  BENTON  moved  that  the  Senate  proceed 
to  the  consideration  of  executive  business. 

Mr.  MILLER  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  that  motion. 


The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in 
the  nffinnaiive — yeas  29,  nays  14. 

The  Senate  having  spimt  .several  hours  in  ex- 
ecutive session, adjourned  till  Monday  next. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
FRiD.*T,.l/ay  10,  1844. 
The  Journal  ofyesterday  was  read  and  appmred. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  DEAN,  it  was  ordered  that 
Ihe  vacancy  in  tho  Coinmitiec  on  the  Militia,  oc- 
casioned by  the  death  of  Mr.  Frick,  be  filled. 

MEMBERS  SWORN  IN. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  introduced  liis  colleague,  Mr. 
Jeremiah  E.  Carv,  and  the  usual  oath  having 
been  adminisiend,  Mr.  Cart  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  SUMMERS  announced  that  hiscolleayae, 
Mr. William  L.GoGois',wasinattendiincc.  The 
oath  was  administered  by  the  Speaker,  and  Mr. 
GoGGiK  took  his  seal. 

RESIGNATION  OF  HON.  D.  U.  LEWIS. 

The  followingcomnmnicalinn  from  Hon.  Diios 
H.  Lewis,  addressed  to  the  Speaker,  wn^rrad, 
laid  upon  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed: 

W«9HIIIOTO!<  t'iTT,  K-v  7.  I*»*. 
Sir:  I  have  lliis  day  accepted  llie  aiHwunTi       *  ""'  "  ' 
nior,  P)  fill  the  vacancy  created  by  the  retin 
VVilliani  It.  Kins  from  Ihe  Senate  of  the  L'n; 
trnnsmiltin;z  to  Ihe  Governor  of  Alabama  the  rc-iLM.;uiK,i  m 
my  seat  as  a  member  of  the  House  of  UrpreseiiLlllvestfom 
the  third  congressional  district  of  that  Kl.lte. 

In  thus  dissevering  myself  from  a  eonncciin-  "-'■  -■'  ^'- 
so  long  uiliteil  ini'  to" the  House  of  Represc"' 
point  of  continuous  service,  to  liave  cons' 
senior  member  of  that  body,  I  uike  leave  of  t' 
a  sentiment  of  respect,  wliiclt  has  been  pr' 
creased  at  each  sueceeding  session,  liy  a  nv 
f]ualntan(;e  with  its  members.     It  Is  a  fny. 
by  my  own  observation,  that  a  supertlciai 
that  biMly  generally  ovcrcsllinates  Ihe  qualii, 
dlviduiils.nsconiparcd  with  the  massof  il>  ni'-iiu..  i- ,  •.  i  .- 
a  more  thorou^'h  acquaintance  with  the  Hfm>c,  and  ol  ly 
members,  never  fails  to  increase  the  ci-iiniate  of  thtl  nst 
nmtrecate  of  inlent  and  intWligcnce  always  li>  be  found  In 
the  House  of  Represenlalives. 

In  conclusion,  allow  me  to  say  thai  I  shall  never  cene 
to  remember,  with  pleasure  and  with  eratltudc,  the  insn; 
evidences  wiiich.  tiiroiigh  a  long  service,  I  have  nnlfonBly 
received,  of  the  eotitidencc  and  kindness  of  the  h»dy.  m- 
dlvidurilly  and  collectively,  and  lo  ^surc  il*  oieiul/«y, 
without  distinction  or  dltfcrcnce,  of  my  prayers  for  Oxa 
continued  prosperity  and  happiness. 

WlUi  sentiments  of  great  respect,  I  ain,»lr,  very  iHpect- 
fully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DIXON  H.  LEWIS. 
Hon.  John  W.  Josfr, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  RefreientatircM, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKAY,  the  vacancy  in  llie 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  occasioned  by 
the  resignation  of  Mr.  Lewis,  was  ordertnl  lobi 
filled. 

COMMITTF.E  DISCUABOED. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HALE,  it  was  ordered  tiial 
the  Committee  on  Commerce  be  discharged  from 
the  consideration  of  the  petition  of  ciiiiens  el 
Keene,  in  the  Slate  of  New  Hampshire,  for  the 
protection  of  the  colonies  at.  Liberia. 

OnmotionofMr.J.R.INGERSOLL.th.  ' 
mitice  of  the  Whole  was  di.scharged  from  • 
thcr  consideration  of  bill  No.  2fi,  to  fix  the  .oiu- 
of  certain  foreign  moneys  of  account  in  compu- 
lation at  the  custom-houses;  and  the  same  wa» 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
stale  of  the  Union. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN. 

Mr.  POTTER,  of  Ohio,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  withdraw  from  the  files  the  papers  in  the 

taae  of Haycock. 

SENATE  DILLS  REFERRED. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PARMENTER,  by  geoend 
consent,  the  business  on  the  Speaker's  table  wa* 
taken  up  and  disposed  of. 

The  following  bills  from  the  Senate  were  teai 
twice,  and  referied'as  indicated  l«low: 

An  act  to  apply  certain  alternate  sections  of  the 
public  domain  towards  the  completion  of  work* 
of  internal  improvement  in  the  Siale  of  Michigna 
— to  the  Committee  on  Ronds  and  ("        '- 

An  act  for  the  continuation  of  th' 
road  in  the  States  of  Indiana  and  lli; 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

An  act  to  grant  certain  lands  to  the  Stat*  of 
Indiana,  the  belter  to  enable  the  said  State  to  ex- 
tend ami  complete  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal 
from  Terre  Haute  to  the  Ohio  river — to  the  select 
committee  upon  that  subject. 
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Diaitized  by 


GqcqIc 


All  act  supplcmcnlary  to  the  act  entitled  "An 
act  to  regulate  the  pay  of  the  Navy  of  the  United 
Stales  " — to  the  Committee  on  Navnl  Aflnirs. 

An  BCt  fur  the  relief  of  Georf;e  Harrison  and 
his  sureties — to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

EXECUTIVE   COMMUNICATIONS. 

The  followin"  executive  communications  were 
laid  before  the  House,  read,  and  referred: 

A  letter  from  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
transniilling  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  in 
relation  to  agents  or  persons  employed  since 
March  4,  1837,  without  express  authority  of  law, 
&c. 

A  letter  from  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
transmitting  a  report,  with  accompanyin;:  docu- 
ments, from  the  Secretary  of  War,  containing  all 
the  information  that  could  be  furnished  by  that 
Department  respecting  the  allowance  of  claims 
previously  rejected. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  JENKS,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  made  a  report  upon  the 
case  of  Peters,  Moore,  &  Co.,  accompanied  by  ft 
bill  for  their  relief;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

Mr.  RELFE,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
a  report  upon  the  petition  of  Dunning  R.  McNair, 
accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

AMENDMENT  OF  RULES. 

Mr.  HENLEY  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
introduce  a  resolution  to  amend  the  rules. 

THE  TARIFF. 

Mr.  McKAYcalled  for  the  special  order  of  the 
day;  and  the  House  accordingly  proceeded  to  the 
special  order,  being  the  consideration  of  the  tariff 
bill,  as  reported  with  amendments  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  McKAY  being  entitled  to  the  floor,  re- 
mEiked  that,  as  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
[Mr.  B.tBNAnD,]  one  of  the  members  of  tlie  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  was  desirous  of  od- 
dressiiig  the  House,  he  would  yield  the  floor  for 
the  purpose  of  enabling  him  to  do  so. 

Mr.  BARNARD  proceeded  to  address  the 
House  in  opposition  to  the  views  of  the  majority 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  as  set 
forth  in  their  report.  He  examined  the  report  in 
detail,  controverting  the  positions  taken  by  the 
committee.  He  contended  that  the  bill  which 
had  been  reported  by  the  committee  was  neither 
a  revenue  measure,  ina.smucli  as  it  would  pro- 
duce less  revenue  than  the  present  tariff  law,  nor 
a  protective  measure,  because  it  reduced  the 
amount  of  duties  upon  almost  all  articles  of  im- 
jjort. 

Mr.  McK.\Y  was  next  awarded  the  floor. 

Mr.  HOLMES  rose  to  a  point  of  order,  the 

fentlenian  from  North  Carolina  having  already 
ad  the  flour. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  had  not  addressed  the  House  on  this 
bill. 

Mr.  McKAY  said,  having  reported  this  bill 
from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  it  be- 
came his  duly  to  say  something  in  its  defense, 
and  more  particularly  in  answer  to  some  objec- 
tions which  had  been  made  in  the  course  of  this 
debate  ngainsi  its  passage.  The  gentleman  from 
New  York  [Mr.  BARNAnD]  slated  that  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  had  not  been  called 
upon  at  all  for  any  revision  of  the  tariff  at  the 
present  session;  or,  at  least,  that  they  were  not 
authorized  to  do  so  by  any  statement  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury;  but  the  gentleman  forgot 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  his  annual 
report,  communicuied  the  fact  that  there  would 
be  a  deficiency  in  the  revenue,  and  that  means 
must  be  taken  to  meet  it.  It  was  true  the  Secre- 
tary did  not  say  whether,  by  an  increase  or  de- 
crease of  the  duties  fixed  by  the  act  of  1842,  the 
desired  improvement  in  the  revenue  could  be 
made;  but  the  gentleman  from  New  York  would 
not  surely  iniend  to  say  .that  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  not  to  look  to  any  other 
sources  of  revenue  than  those  that  might  be  indi- 
cated by  the  fiscal  officer  of  the  Government.  It 
was  their  duty  to  look  wherever  they  thought 
alteration  was  necessary;  and  wherever  the  com- 


mittee deemed  alteration  advisable,  it  was  their 
duly  to  report  that  fact  to  the  House. 

But  it  had  been  said  by  some  others  that  this 
was  not  a  proper  time  to  alter  the  tariff  act;  that 
this  was  the  eve  of  a  presidential  election,  and 
thot  this  subject  should  reniain  uniouched  until 
the  presidential  election  was  settled.  Now,  it 
was  a  remarkable  fact  that,  since  the  adoption  of 
this  protective  system,  in  181C,  to  the  present 
period,  with  the  exception  of  the  act  of  1842, 
every  single  act  levying  duties  on  foreign  im- 
ports was  passed  on  the  eve  of  a  presidenlial 
election.  It  was  so  in  1810,  1820,  1824,  1828, 
and  18.12;  and  so  on  at  intervals  of  four  years,  in 
each  case  just  preceding  a  presidential  contest. 
The  only  exception  was  1842;  and  he  would  ap- 
peal to  the  House  if  there  was  anything  in  the 
character  of  that  act,  or  in  its  details,  to  commend 
it  as  an  example  for  imitation.'  He  could  not 
believe  in  this  doctrine,  now  so  current,  that  they 
must  look  to  the  result  of  presidential  elections 
for  the  settlement  of  all  the  great  questions  by 
which  parties  in  this  country  were  divided.  If 
that  were  to  be  the  doctrine;  if  all  the  great  ques- 
tions were  to  be  postponed  for  final  settlement  to 
new  Administrations,  they  would  surrender  the 
powers  of  Congress  into  the  hands  of  the  Exec- 
utive, and  give  him  not  only  the  power  of  recom- 
mending measures  to  Congress,  but  something 
more  than  the  initiation  of  measures  for  this  Gov- 
ernment. If,  then,  it  was  an  appropriate  time  to 
pass  tariff  acts  just  before  preceding  presidential 
elections  in  the  history  of  this  Government,  he 
asked  if  it  was  not  also  a  propitious  time  now 
to  relieve  the  people  from  Uie  burdens  imposed 
by  a  tariff  act. 

But  it  had  been  said  by  some  other  gentlemen 
that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  did_  not 
pursue  the  course  which  was  pursued  by  the  same 
committee  in  1842;  that  they  did  not  apply  for 
information  to  the  manufacturers  of  the  country. 
This  remark,  he  believed,  was  made  by  a  gentle- 
man from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Wethered.]  Now 
the  committee  was  called  upon  to  report  to  this 
House  if  there  could  be  any  improvement  made 
in  the  revenue  by  an  alteration  of  the  act  of  1842. 
It  was  not  necessary  to  apply  to  the  manufac- 
turers; and  if  application  haa  been  made  to  them, 
would  they  have  made  any  other  recommendation 
than  an  increase  of  the  rates  of  duties  for  their 
own  benefit.'  All  the  committee  did,  was  to  apply 
to  importing  merchants  for  facts;  and,  in  the  cir- 
culars addressed  to  the  importing  merchants,  they 
were  distinctly  told  that  facts,  and  not  opinions, 
were  desired.  The  committee  desired  to  know 
what  was  the  operation  of  the  tariff  act  of  1842 
on  the  articles  imported.  Was  there  any  impro- 
priety in  this.'  The  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  received,  from  the  importing  merchants  to 
which  the  committee's  circulars  were  addressed, 
a  number  of  statistical  tables,  which  were  in  the 
room  of  the  committee,  and  could  be  seen  by  any 
gentleman  who  desired  to  see  them;  but  the  gen- 
eral result  was  appended  to  the  reportof  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means. 

Having  disposed  of  these  preliminary  points, 
he  now  came  to  the  main  inquiry,  was  there  any- 
thing in  the  act  of  1842  which  required  amend- 
ments.' He  would  admit,  if  there  was  nothing  at 
all  objectionable  in  the  details  of  that  act,  they 
should,  of  course,  make  no  attempt  to  alter  them 
at  the  present  time,  for  it  was  no  part  of  the  duty 
of  the  committee  to  change  simply  for  the  sake  of 
change;  but  it  wos  the  conviction  of  the  majority 
of  the  Committfe  of  Ways  and  Means  that  the 
rate  of  duties  was  entirely  too  high  for  the  pur- 
poses of  revenue,  and  that  those  duties  ought  to 
be  reduced.  Every  member  of  the  House  would 
have  seen,  by  an  inspection  of  the  tables  which 
are  appended  to  the  report  of  the  committee,  that 
the  duties  ranged  from  a  quarter  of  one  per  cent, 
up  to  two  hundred  and  more  per  cent.;  and  he 
would  ask  the  House  if  this  fact  alone  did  not 
show  that  these  enormous  duties  should  be  mod- 
ified, as  being  too  onerous  for  the  purposes  of 
revenue.'  But,  taking  thevTreasury  tables  as  the 
standard,  it  would  be  seen  that  the  average  rate 
of  duties  on  imports  paying  specific  duties  was 
upwards  of  fifty  per  cent,  and  on  those  paying 
ad  valorem  duties  upwards  of  twenty-four  per 
cent.;  making  a  general  average  of  thirty-seven 
per  cent.  And  he  would  ask  the  Hou.se  if  this 
fact,  independent  of  all  other  considerations,  did 
not  furnish  sufficient  evidence  of  the  fact  that  the 


tariff  act  of  1842  was  necessarily  highly  restrict- 
ive? Why,  could  it  be  expected,  if  the  doctrine 
which  had  been  broached  here  was  true,  that  the 
foreign  producer,  and  not  the  consumer,  paid  the 
duties  on  imports,  ihat  the  foreign  producer  would 
consent  to  b»  taxed  at  something  like  the  rate  of 
thirty-seven  percent.'  Could  itbeexpected  that 
they  would  send  os  many  goods  here  ps  they 
would  if  the  duties  were  more  moderate.'  But, 
in  addition  to  this,  this  law  had  been  in  operatioa 
when  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were 
called  upon  to  act,  but  from  the  1st  of  September, 
1842.  They  had  been  furnished  with  returns 
under  its  operation  but  for  nine  months;  and  the 
tables  which  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr. 
Barnard]  had  referred  to  in  his  speech  had  been 
furnisliid  subsequently,  niid  had  not  been  seen 
by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  when  he 
made  his  report.  But  the  tables  which  he  fur- 
nished with  liis  report, showing  theimports  from 
the  1st  October,  1842,  to  the  30tli  June,  1843,  were 
before  him;  and  what  did  they  show  ?  Why,  a 
very  great  falling  ofl' of  duties  paid  into  the  Treas- 
ury of  the  country.  The  duties  had  fallen  down 
to  $29,000,000.  True,  the  free  goods  were  up- 
wards of  ^25,000,000.  But  how  was  it  that  there 
was  afallin^off  of  the  import  duties  ?  He  would 
not  go  into  details  to  show  the  effect  produced  on 
particular  articles,  as  gentlemen  could  do  that  for 
themselves,  if  they  desired  it. 

He  proceeded  to  compare  the  amount  of  imports 
at  various  periods,  and  the  amount  of  revenue 
derived  therefrom,  to  show  that  a  greater  amount 
of  revenue  had  been  the  invariable  result  of  a 
lower  rate  of  duties.  Why  did  gentlemen  object 
so  strenuously  to  a  reduction  of  the  rales  of  du- 
ties ?  It  was  because  the  result  would  be  a  larger 
amount  of  importation,  and  consequently  a  com- 
petition with  the  manufacturers  of  this  country. 
He  refferred  to  the  estimates  made  at  various  times 
of  the  expected  receipts  from  duties  on  imports, 
to  show  howerroneous  were  the  views  of  themost 
sagacious  and  best  informed  upon  the  subject.  The 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
who  reported  the  tariff  bill  of  1842  estimated  the 
probable  receipts  under  that  bill  at  the  net  amount 
of  twenty-five  or  twenty-six  million  dollars.  But 
what  was  the  fact  ?  The  net  revenue  derived  from 
the  imports  under  that  act,  during  the  first  year, 
did  not  amount  to  sixteen  million — ten  million 
loss  than  was  estimated  by  the  friends  of  the  bill. 
The  trade  in  various  articles  upon  which  high 
duties  had  been  placed  by  that  act  had  almost 
ceased  altogether. 

Mr.  McK.  referred  to  the  authority  of  Mr.  Ew- 
ing,  as  one  that  ought  to  have  great  weight  with 
many  in  this  House.  At  the  extra  session,  Mr. 
Ewing,  in  his  report  to  Congress,  estimated  the 
amount  of  imports  into  the  country,  not  for  one, 
nor  two,  nor'three  days,  but  for  a  series  of  years, 
at  $140,000,000; -and  deducting  from  this  only 
$14,000,000  for  free  articles,  he  left  an  amount  of 
$125,000,000  of  dutiable  articles,  on  which  he  pro- 
posed a  duty  of  twenty  per  rent.,  which  he  said 
would  produce $25,000,000.  Mr.McK.thcnquoted 
several  tables  in  ihe  reports  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, showing  that  the  amount  of  exports  was 
always  greater  during  the  e.xistence  of  low  duties 
than  in  the  years  when  the  duties  were  hi"h.  Mr. 
McK.  then  referred  to  the  argument  of  Mr.  Win- 
THROpthatahigh  tariff  would  produce  an  influx  of 
specie  into  the  country, and  referred  to  the  tables 
in  the  Treasury  reports  to  show  that  the  contrary 
was  the  fact.  At  first,  a  high  tariff  was  favorable 
to  importations  of  specie,  but  ultimately  it  kept 
specie  from  coming  in< 

Here  the  Speaker's  hammer  fell,  announcing 
that  Mr.  KcKat's  hour  had  expired. 

The  question  being  on  concurring  in  the  report 
made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 

Mr.  CULLOM  demanded  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  moved  a  call  of  the  House. 

Mr.  PETTIT  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  being  ordered,  the  question  was  taken,  re- 
sulting— yeas  109,  nays  81. 

So  a  call  of  the  House  was  ordered. 

The  Clerk  proceeded  to  call  the  roll,  and  two 
hundred  mi'mbers  answered  to  their  names. 

Mr.  WELLEK  moved  that  all  further  proceed- 
ings under  the  call  be  suspended. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to — ayes  94,  noes  66. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  seconding  the 
demand  for  the  previous  question. 


/>  '•^<^  '^<^  -"^i' 


nil  amciulmcnla  tn  Uie  l)ill,  nnd  bring  the  House 
to  a  direct  vote  unoji  the  amendinenis  iidopted  in 
the  Committee  ol  the  Whole,  and  upon  the  hill 
as  amendrd. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  called  for  tellere. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Grivnell 
and  C.  Johnson  were  appointed;  and  they  re- 
*j)orted — ayes  93,  noes  G5. 

'So  there  was  a  second. 

The  main  question  was  also  ordered  to  be  now 
put. 

The  SPEAKER  then  announced  the  question 
to  be  on  concurring  in  the  amendments  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

Mr.  ELMER  said  he  believed  it  was  now  in 
order  to  move  to  lay  this  bill  on  the  table,  and  he 
accordingly  made  that  motion. 

Mr.  C.JOHN.SON called  for  the  yeasand  nays. 

Mr.  HARUIN  asked  the  gentleman  from  New 
J»rsey  [Mr.  Ei.meb]  if  it  was  intended  hereafter 
to  call  up  this  bill  if  his  motion  lo  lay  it  on  the 
table  should  prevoil,  orwasllii.s  to  be  considered 
a  test  vote?  [Loud  cries  from  all  parts  of  the 
House,  "  Ye.s,  a  test  vote."]  They  were  then 
distinctly  to  understand  that  it  was  a  test  vote? 
[Loud  cries  of"  Yes;  a  test  vote."] 

The  SPEAKER  interposed  and  said  all  debate 
was  out  of  order. 

The  yens  and  nays  were  then  ordered  ;and  re- 
sulted— yeas  105,  nays  99,  as  follows: 

YE.-VS — Messrs.  Abtiut,  A().-tiii!^,  A^hc,  Rnker,  Barringi^r, 
flartmnl.  Hidlnck,  JuinoM  llhii^kj  Oreti|;le,  BrodlHail,  Milton 
llrowti,  Jcreiiiiiili  Urowii,  Biiningtr>i),  Juronitnli  E.  Cary, 
Carroll,  Cntliii,  Cau!«iii,  L'hitlon,  Clinch,  L'linguiaii,  L'o'l- 
Iniiier,  Cratmltiii,  Djiiia,  Darragli,  Garrett  liavis,  KieharJ  I). 
Davis,  IKIierry,  Dolleu,  Dickey,  Dukinsiin,  Dillinshuin, 
Kills,  tlliiicr,  Farlee,  Fish,  Florence,  Fool.  Foskt,  French, 
(iidilings,  VViiliji  Green,  Hyraiii  Green,  (■rinnell,  Grider, 
Hardin,  HarpL'r,  lluliliell,  lluUtion,  Washington' Hum, 
«.'harle»  J,  Ini-er^nll,  Jo.-eph  It.  Digcrsoll,  Irviii,  Jeuks, 
I'crley  Ik  Johnson,  John  I'.  Kennedy,  Daniel  P.  King, 
Klrk|iatrick,  Marsh,  Mcllvalne,  Edward  J.  Morris,  Morse, 
JMoaeley,  Nes,  Newlon.  I'arinenli'r,  I'ntlerson,  Peyion, 
riiOMiii,  I'ollock,  Elisha  H.  Poller,  Prcsloii,  ItauLsey.  llay- 
lier,  Rilter,  Itocktvell,  Rogers,  liussell,  Sample,  i^chenck, 
Si'iiler,  S'^vcrance,  David  L.  Seymour,  Simons,  Allierl 
tfmith.John  T.  Smilh,  Caleb  B.  Smith,  Spencc,  Stephens, 
Btelson,  Andrew  Stewart,  Sunmier.«,  Svkes,  Thomaiison, 
Tllilen,  Tyler,  Vance,  Vanmeler,  Vinton,  Wclhcred, 
Wheaion,  While,  Williams,  VVintlirnp,  William  VVrlglit, 
ond  Yost— lOo. 

NAVS— Messrs.  Anderson,  Atkinson,  Davly,  Delser, 
Benlon.  James  A.  Ulack,  Hhiekwell,  Bower.  Ilowlin,  Bovd, 
Brink.Tliolt,  William  J.  Urown,  Duike,  Hurl,  Caldwell, 
Campbell,  Shepherd  Cary,  Keulieii  Cliu|iiiiaii,  .Augustus  A. 
Ctiapinan,  Chappcll,  Ollnion,  Cobb,  Coles,  Cross,  Cnlloni, 
Daniel,  John  W.  Davis,  Dawson.  Dean,  Douglas,  Droni 
(foole.  Duncan,  Dunlap.  Ficklin,  Hale,  Hamlin.  Ilammcil, 
Haralson,  Henley,  lleruck.  Holmes,  H.>se,Hopkhis,  Hous- 
ton, llubard,  Hughes,  Hunsciiord,  James  B.  Hunt,  Cave 
Johnson,  .-Xiidrew  Johnson,  Goerge  W.  Jones,  .Andrew 
Kennedy,  Preston  King  Labranche,  Leonard,  I,uea=, 
LumpKin,  I. yon,  Maelay,  Malhews.  MeCauslen,  .McClel- 
lanri,McClernand,  .MeCoiinell,  McDowell,  McKay,  Joseph 
Morris,  Murphy,  Noiris,  Owen,  Paynii  Pctlil,  Kincry  D. 
Potter,  PniH,  liathbuii,  David  .S.  Iteid,  Kedinp,  Kelfe, 
Rhclt,  Uobcrl-s,  Kohinson,  St.  John,  Sannden»,  Thomas  H. 
tieymour,  Slin|is<>n,  Slidell.  Kobcrl  Smith,  Sicenrod,  John 
Ktewait,  Stiles,  Sloiie,  Sironj.  Taylor,  Thompson,  Tlb- 
batui,  Weller,  Weuiworih,  WoudwotU,  and  Josepli  A. 
Wright— 'J9.  "^ 

So  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  IRVIN  moved  a  n^considernlion  of  the 
vote  just  taken,  by  which  the  bill  was  l.iid  upon 
the  lable,  and  dem.inded  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  moved  that  the  House 
adjourn. 

Upon  this  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  de- 
manded, and  ordered. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  inquired  if  the  motion  for 
reconsideralion  was  entered  upon  the  Journal. 

The  SPEAKER  informed  the  gentleman  from 
Vir»;inia  that  the  motion  was  entered. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  laken;  and  re- 
sulted— yeas  77,  nays  126;  as  follows: 

YE.AS— .'Messrs.  Alkinwn,  Bayly,  Delscr,  James  A. 
Black,  Blackwell,  Itower.  Bowlin,  Bovd,  BrinkcrhoO', 
WilliamJ.  Br.)wu,  Burke,  Burl,Canipbeir,  Shepherd  Carv, 
Callln,  Reuben  Cliapmaii,  Aujiislns  A.  Chapman.  Chap- 
pell,  Clinton,  Cobb,Cole«,('rcx.a,Cnllom,  Daniel.  Dawson, 
Dillingham,  Droingoole,  Duncan,  Dunlap,  Hale,  Hamlin, 
llauuncli.  Haralson,  Henley,  Herrick.  Hoje,  Houston.  Hub- 
ard,  llllzhes,  Andrew  Johnson, (ieorge  VV.  Jones,  Andrew 
Kennedy,  Labranche,  Leonard,  Lucas,  Lumpkin,  M.iclav. 
Mathews,  McCauslen,  McClornaud,  McConncll,  McKay-; 
Joseph  Morris,  Murpliy,  Norrls,  Owen,  Pavnc,  Peuil, 
Emery  D.  Poller,  David  S.  Reid,  Bheti.  Roberts,  Si.  John, 
eannders,  Simpson, Slidell,  ThomasSmith,  Robert  Smith, 
Eiccnrod,  Stiles,  Taylor, Thompson,Wellcr,VVheaton,  and 
•Woodward— 77. 

NAYS — .Messrs.  Adams,  Anderson,  .\she.  Raker,  Barrtn- 
ger,  llarnard,  Benton,  Bidlack,  James  Black,  Brengle,  Brod- 
liead,Miliun  Droivu,  Jercmlali  Utowu,  Uulliiigtou,  Caid- 


CUngnian,  tJollamer,  Cranston,   Dana,  Darra^h,  Garrett 

Davis,  Richard  D.  Davis,  John  W.  Davis,  Dean,  Deberfy, 

Dellcl,  Dickey,  Dickinson,  Ellis,  Elmer,  Farlec,  FicKlIn, 

Fish,   Florence.  Foot,   Foster,   French,  Giddings,  Byram 

(ireen,  VV'illis  Green,  Grinnell.  Grider,   Hardin,  Harper, 

Hopkins,  Hubhell,  Hiidsoti,  Huniterlnrd,  James  It.  Hunt, 

Washington  lluni,  Charles  J.  I  nsersoll,  Joseph  R.  Injtersoll, 

Irviii,  Jenks,  Cnvt:  Johnson,  Perhry  B.  Johnson,  John  P. 

Kenneily,    Preston    King,    Daniel    P.   Kini»,   Kirkpalrick, 

Lyon,  Mai'sh,  McClelland,  McDowell,  Mcllvaine,  Edward 

i  J.  Morris,  Morse,  Moseley,  Nes,  Newton,  Parmenter,  Pey- 

{  Ion,   Phienix,  Pollock,   Elisha  R.  Poller,  Pratt,  Preston, 

I  Ramsey,  Rathbnn,  Rayner,  Rcdin;!,Reire,Rliter,  Robinson, 

'  Rockwell,  Ropers,  Russell,  Sample,  Sehenck,  Senler,  Sev- 

I  erance,  Tlioinas  H.  Seymour.  David  li.  Seymour,  Simons, 

Albert  Smilh,  John  T.  Smllb,  Caleb  R.  Smith,  Spence, 

I  Stephens,  Stetson,  .\ndrew  .'<te\vart,Jolin  Stewart,  Stone, 

i  Srronjj,  Summers,  Sykes,  1'hoinusson,  Tibbntts,  Tilden, 

Tyler,  Vance,  Vanmeler,  Vinton.  Wentworth,  Wethered, 

\Vhite,  Williams,  Winthrop,  William  Wright,  Joseph  A. 

Wright,  and  Vost— 136. 

The  fiuestion  then  recurred  upon  the  motion  to 
reconsider  the  vole  by  which  the  bill  was  laid 
upon  the  table. 

Mr.  BOWLIN  moved  a  call  of  the  House. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PAYNE  moved  that  the  question  of  recon- 
sideration be  postponed  until  to-morrew. 

Mr.  WINTHROP  asked  the  Speaker  if  the 
effect  of  a  postponement  would  not  put  the  bill 
in  the  same  situation  as  it  then  was,  lying  on  the 
the  table,  and  requiring  a  vote  of  two  thirds  to 
take  it  up  ? 

The  SPEAKER  said  he  would  decide  that 
question  when  it  came  up. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
postpone;  and  it  was  decided  in  the  negative — 
yeas  98,  nays  103;  as  follows: 

YE.AS— Messrs.  Anderson,  Arrinirton,  Atkinson,  Bayly, 
Belser,  Benton,  James  A.  Black,  Blackwell,  Bower,  Bow- 
lin,  Boyd,  Briiikeriioir,  William  J.  Brown,  Burke,  Bnrl, 
CaldvVi-ll,  Campbell,  .Shepherd  Cary,  Ueubcn  Chapman, 
Augustus  A.  Chapman,  Chappell,  Clinton,  Cobb,  Coles, 
Cro?8,  CuUnin,  Daniel,  John  W.  Davis,  Dawson,  Dean, 
Dromsoole,  Duncan,  Dunlap,  Ficklin,  French.  Dale,  Ham- 
lin, Hamniett,  Haralson,  Henley,  Herrick,  Holmes,  Hoge, 
Hopkins,  Houston,  fluiiard,  Hughes,  James  B.  Hunt,  Cave 
Johnson,  Andrew  Johnson, George  W.Jones,  Andrew  Ken- 
nedy, Preston  King,  Lahnuiclie.  Leonard,  l^ueas,  Lump- 
kin, Lyon,  Mat-lay,  Malhews,  MeCauslen,  McClelland, 
MeClernand,McConnell,  McDowell,  McKay,  Joseph  Mor- 
ris, Murpliv,  Norrls,  (^wcn.  Payne,  Peltit,  Emery  D.  Poller, 
Rathbuu,  David  S.  Reid,  Reding,  Ri-llc,  Rhetl,  Robinson, 
St.  John. Saunilers,  Thomas  H.  SeyiAour,  Simons,  Simp- 
son. Robert  Smilh,  Ttiomas  Smilh,  Steenrod,  John  Slew- 
art,'  Stiles,  Stone,  Stroiiii,  Taylor,  Thompson,  TibbalLs, 
Weller,  Weulwonh,  Woodward,  and  Joseph  A.  Wright — 

as. 

N.AYS— Messrs.  Abbot,  Adams,  Ashe,  Baker,  Bnrringer, 
Barnard,  Bidlack,  James  Black,  Brengle,  Brodhe,ad.  Mil- 
ton Brown,  Jeremiah  Brown,  Bulbngltm.Jeremiah  E.  Cary, 
('arroti,  Caiisin,  Chilton,  Clinch,  Clingm.in,  Collainer, 
Cmnslon,  Dana,  Dnrragh.  Garrett  Davis,  Richard  D.  Davis, 
Deberry.  Delict,  Dickey,  Dickinson,  Dlllingliam,  Ellis,  El- 
mer, Fiirlee,  Fish,  Florence,  Foot,  Foster,  Giddlngs,  Gog- 
fin,  Willis  Green,  Grinnell,  Grider,  Hardin,  Harper,  Hays, 
[ubbL-il,  Hudson,  VVashinjrlon  [iunl,  Charles  J.  Ingersoll, 
Joseph  R.  Ingersoll,  Irvin,  Jenks,  Perlev  B.  Johnson,  John 
P.  Kennedy,  Daniel  P.  Kins,  Kirkpalrick,  Mar.sh,  McH- 
valne,  Edward  J.  Morris,  Morse,  Mosely,  Nes,  Newton, 
Parmenter,  Peyion,  Phcenix,  Pollock,  Etislia  R.  Potter, 
Pratt,  Preston,  Ramsey,  Rayner,  Rilter,  Rockwell,  Rogers, 
Russell,  Sample,  Sehenck,  Senler,  Severance,  David  Ij. 
Seymour,  Albert  Smith,  Caleb  B.  Smith,  John  T.  Smith, 
Spence,  Steplicns,  Stetson,  Andrew  Stewart,  Sumfiier^, 
Sykes,  Thomasson,  Tilden,  Tyler,  Vance,  Vanmeler,  Vin- 
ton, W'clhercd,  Wheaion,  White,  Williams,  Winthrop, 
William  Wright,  and  Yost— 10,1. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  motion  for  recon- 
sideration. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  moved  that  the  House 
adjourn;  and  the  yeas  artd  nays  having  been 
ordered, 

Mr.  HOLMES  asked  to  be  excu.sed  from  vot- 
ing on  the  questioji  of  adjournment.  His  rea.son 
for  asking  to  be  excused  was,  a  motion  wos  made 
which  cuts  off,  for  the  present,  legislation — legis- 
lation upon  an  important  measure,  which  has  at- 
tracted the  attention  of  the  whole  nation,  the  eyes 
of  which  were  upon  the  House.  Now,  it  was 
important  that  they  should  not  avoid  legislation 
which  was  necessary  to  satisfy  the  demands  of 
the  people. 

Mr.  ELMER  called  the  gentleman  to  order  for 
irrelevancy- 
Mr.  HOLMES  said  he  was  showing  why  he 
should  be  excu-wd  from  voting.  The  people  were 
demanding  of  the  House  legislation  on  an  im- 
portant suijject,  and  the  motion  to  adjourn  was  to 
avoid  it.  On  the  one  side  a  bill  was  to  bo  voted 
for,  the  object  of  which  was  to  repeal  an  existing 
law  which  was  antagonistical  to  it.  Now  he  de- 
manded that,  the  issue  being  made  up,  the  House 
should  understand,  before  he  was  compelled  to 
vote  on  the  motion,  what  was  to  be  the  effect  of 


House  had  said  that  ihc  whole  Union  was  injured 
by  the  existing  lariff,  while  the  other  part  bad 
said  that  it  was  highly  beneficial.  As  the  grnand, 
therefore,  that  w-as  tjiken  by  many  of  his  anti- 
tariff  ti'iends,  was  not  tenable,  he  wished  to  be 
excused  from  voting;  and  he  wished  to  be  excused 
because  he  wiis  placed  i ii  a  positiou.which  admitted 
that  the  tni  iff  was  eminently  beneficial  lo  iliecouii- 
ti-y. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  and  others  colled  Mr.  H.  to 
order,  and  objected  to  his  proceeding. 

T'le  SPEAKER  said  the  gentleman  was  out  of 
order. 

Mr.  HOLMES  wished  to  put  a  question  tollu 
Chair. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  gentleman  u>uld 
not  proceed  without  the  leave  of  the  House. 

Mr.  HUDSON  moved  that  the  gentleman  ha™ 
leave  to  firoceed  in  order. 

Mr.  COBB  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  whicli 
were  ordered;  when 

Mr.  HOL.VIES  observed  that  he  gave  up.  He 
would  not  take  up  the  time  of  the  House  by  a  ciU 
for  the  yeasand  nays.  He  had  better  die  osCieaar 
did — with  dignity. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  adjourn- 
ment: and  was  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  90, 
nays  ll'J;  as  follows: 

YEAS  —  Messrs.  Arrington,  Atkinson,  B?-'-  «'-'  — 
James  A.  Black,  Blackwell,  Bower,  BowIik 
keihotr,  William  J.  Brown,  Burke,  Burt,  (';> 
lierd  Cary,  CalJin,  Reuben  t'hapman,  Augii-in-  »-  •  ti.-y 
man,  (.'tiappcll,  Clinton,  Cobb,  Coles,  Cros:*,  Cullom,  Uu- 
iel,  John  VV.  Davis,  Dawson,  Dean,  t>ronig<Mtle,  Duaeaa, 
Dunlap,  Elmer,  Hale,  Hamlin,  Hainmei,  HanitsDn.  Henry, 
Herrick,  H<ilmes,  Hoge,  Houston,  Huhard,  C'ave  Jobbsoa, 
Andrew  Johnson,  George  W.  Jones,  Andrew  Kennf^y, 
Preston  King,  Labranche,  Leonard,  l^ucas,  Luuipkic, 
l^yon,  Maelay,  Mathews,  McCauIseii,  .McClelland,  McOler- 
nand,  MeConnell,  McDowell,  McKay,  Joseph  Monls. 
Norrls,  Owen,  Pavne,  Pellit,  Emery  D.  Jf*oiier.  Pnill.  U-^tia 
S.  Reid,  Kclle,  Rhetl,  Robinson,  Si.  John,  Sauii;--, 
Thomas  H.  Seymour,  trillions,  Simpson,  Slidell,  '1  ih  ni^i 
Smith,  Rubeil  iSmith,  Sicenrod,  John  Stew-art,  .-^uJe-, 
Stone,  Strong.  Sykes,  T.iylor,  Thompson,  Tibbitu,  U'ellw, 
Wheaion,  and  Joseph  .A.  Wright — 9d. 

NAYS— .Messrs.  Abboit,Ad.-lnis,  Am!""—    '-'■■   e-V- 
Barringcr,  Barnard,  Benton.  Bidlack. 
Milton   Brown,  Jeremiali    Brown,   I' 

Jeremiah  E.  Car.v,  Carroll,  Causin,  V.i.. 

man,  Collamer,  Cranston.  Dana.  Darragli.  ' . 
Richard    D.  Davis,  Deberrv,   Dellel,  D.ck. 
Dillingham,  Ellis,  Farlee,  Ficklin,  Fish,  1 
FosKT,  French,  (;i<ldings,  Gogsin.  Willis  '. 
Green,  Grinnell,  Grider,  Hardin,  llarjier.  II 
Hnbhi'll,  lludsnn.  Hughes,  Hungen'ord,  Wa>t 
James  6.  Hunt,  Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  JosC[il. 
Irvin,  Jenks,  Perloy  B.  Johnson,  John  P.  K< 
P.  King,  Kirkp.auick.  Marsh,  Mcllvaine,  I: 
ris,  Morse,  .Moseley,  Nes,  Newton.  P.arnien- 
Peyion,  Phicnlv.  Pollock,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  I 

Gey,  Uaihbun,  Rayner,  Reding,  Rilter,  Rock... . 

Kus.sell,  Sample,  Sehenck,  Senuir,  Severance,  Uuvmi  L. 
Seymour,  .Mbcrt  Smith,  John  T.  Smilh,  Caleb  B.  ^.  i:^, 
Spence,  Stephens,  Stetsiin,  Andrew  Stewart,  SoniBn  r-, 
Tliomassoiu  Tilden,  Tyler,  Vance,  Vunraelcr,  Vinif.". 
^V^cntwortb,  Wethered,  While,  Williams,  WLatbrop,  U'il._ 
liaui  Wright,  and  Yost — L13. 

The  SPEAKER  ogain  announced  the  questioa 
to  be  on  the  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
whi^h  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HARDIN  asked  for  the  yeas  ond  nays; 
and  they  were  ordered;  and  beins  taken,  resulted 
— yeas  99,  noys  103;  os  follows: 

YE.\S— Messrs.  Anderson,  Arrington,  Atkinson,  BajUi 
Reiser,  Bcnlon,  James  A.  Black.  Blackwell,  Bower,  Bav- 
lin,  Bovd,  Brinkeriioir,  Williani  J.  Br(iwn.  Burke,  Ban, 
Cnldweil,  Camphell,  Shepherd  Car).  Ri:ub<n  Ctaapnal, 
Augustus  A.  Ciiapnian,  Chappell.  Clinton,  Cobb,  Colei, 
Cross,  Cnllom,  Daniel,  John  \v.  Davis.  Dawson.  Dna, 
Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Dunlap,  Ficklin,  Hale,  Hamlin,  IllB- 
mett,  Haralson,  Henley,  Herrick,  Holmes,  Hoge,  HopklnSf 
Houston.  Hubard,  Hughes,  James  B.  Hiinl,  Cave  Jobuson, 
Andrew  Johnson,  Geoige  VV.  Jones.  .Andrew  Kenue^y, 
Preston  King,  Lahranehe,  Leonard,  Liieas,  Lurapkia, 
Lyon,  Maelay,  Malhews,  MeCauslen.  .McClellaMl,  Me- 
Clernand,  MeConnell,  McDowell,  .MeKav,  Joseph  Monk, 
Murphy,  Norrls,  Owen,  Payne,  Peltit,  Emery  D.  Poorr, 
Itatlibnn,  David  S.  Reid,  Rening,  Relle.  Rhetl,  RoMiini, 
St.  John,  Saunders,  Thomas  H.  Seymour,  Simons.  Sin^ 
8<m,  Slidell,  Thoina."  Smilh.  Robert  Smith,  Steenrod.  Join 
Stewart,  Stiles.  Stone,  Strong,  Tnylor.Tliompjoo.Tibhuls, 
Weller,  Went^vorth,  Wheaton,  VVoodward.  and  Joseph  A. 
Wrighl- 99. 

N.AYS— Messrs.  Abbot,  .Adams,  Ash".  Bnkc',  Rnrrinpr. 
Barnard,  Bidl.ack.  Brengle,  Brodheari.  "■■"  "  -.Jere- 
miah Brown.  Bullingloii.  Jeremiali  E.  •  '  ^:' '^ 

C'ausin,  Chillon,  C'liiich.  Clingman.  '  ^-i 

Dana,  Darragli,  Garreii  Davis,  Richaro  i  •    i 
Dellet,  Diekey,  Dickinson.  Dillingtiam,  Elli 
lee,  Fish,  Florence,  Foot.  Foster,  Frenei»,  •■ 
gin,  Willis  Green.  Byram  Green.  Grin  I    " 
Harper,  Hays,  Ilubbell,  Hud-on.Wasi 
J.  Ingersoli,  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll,  Irv 
Johnson,  John  PlCennedy.  Daniel   V 
Marsh,  Mcllvuini;,  Edwaid  J.   Mo;. 
Nes,  Newton,  Paiwesier,  Peytou,  Pli( — 


B.  Potter,  Trcslon,  Ramsey,  Biiyner,  l>Hler,  ni>rk«p|l, 
llogt-rs,  Itus-fll,  Snuiplc,  Sclieiuk,  Si-ntcr,  Si-vorniioi-, 
Davifl  L.Soyinmir,  Alliert  Smith,  Caleb  11.  Smith,  John  T. 
Biiiitll,  Spence,  Slepliciift,  StfMsoii,  Andrew  Stuwan,  Smn- 
nien",  Svk«'S,'riloiim.-.s<»ii,Tiliicii,  ''yler.  Vance, Vniimcter, 
Viiitnii,'Wotlier(<l,  White,  Williauij,  Wiiuliroi),  William 
Wright,  and  Vosl— 103. 

So  the  motion  to  reconsider  was  not  agreed  to, 
and  the  bill  wan  Inid  upon  tlie  table. 

Mr.  STEWART,  of  Pennsylvania,  then  said 
that,  ns  death  had  just  occurred  in  the  House,  he 
moved  that  this  Housi'  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays,  but  they  were  not  ordered;  and  ihe  original 
motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


The  rollowing  petitions,  presented  to  day.  wore  handed 
to  the  reporters  b_v  the  riM-mljers  prOtit;litinjt  tlienl : 

Uy  Uie  SI'E.AK'KK:  Tile  petition  of  Catliarine  Jnekson, 

Graying  for  a  pension,  by  reaj<on  o(  the  services  of  her  late 
unhand,  John  J.-iekson,  in  tlit-  revolutionary  war. 
Also,  the  petition  ofeitlzens  of  Manchester  county,  Vir- 
ginia, on  the  subject  of  the^  tarilf. 

Uy  .Mr.  .SMITH, of  Pennsylvania:  The  petlUon  of  Jacob 
S.  .MintK'T,  R.  B.  Dodson,  and  sixiy-eight  others,  cilizena 
of  Philadelphia  county,  praying  for  the  imiuediatu  reannex- 
atlon  of  Texas  to  the  United  rotates. 

By  Mr.  it.V.MSEV:  'I'lie  petition  of  George  Fisher,  Mar- 
tin Rendig,  and  one  hundred  and  fourteen  others,  citizens 
of  Duujihin  countys  Pennsylvania,  proiesliiig  Bgoioet  any 
chauge  In  the  tarilf  of  1842. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Satdrdat,  May  U,  1844. 

The  minutes  of  yesterday  were  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  inquired  if  this  and  the  two 
succeeding  legislative  days  were  not  set  apart  by 
resolution  of  the  House  for  the  consideration  of 
the  business  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  in  the  aflirniiitive;  but 
he  said  there  was  a  motion  pending  to  reconsider 
the  vote  by  which  the  House  had  set  apart  these 
three  days  for  that  nui'pose.  It  was  made  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Duncan,]  and  would 
have  precedence. 

Mr.  SIMONS  desired  permission  to  present  a 
petition. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  said  the  gentleman  could  lay 
it  on  the  Clerk's  table  under  the  rule,  as  he  had 
disposed  of  all  his  petiiions. 

Mr.  SIMONS  said  he  wished  to  have  it  read  at 
the  Clerk's  table. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  inquired  if  it  was  liUelytolcad 
to  debate. 

Mr.  SIMONS  said  it  would  not. 

Objections  were  made,  and  the  petition  was  not 
received . 

Mr.  DUNCAN  briefly  advocated  the  adoption 
of  his  motion,  and  explained  his  object  to  be  to 
get  up  his  bill  to  fix  the  election  of  electors  of 
President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States 
for  one  uiiifortn  day  throughout  the  United 
Stales. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  also  advocated  the  adoption  of 
the  resolution. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  oppo.ied  the  motion.  If  the 
bill  of  the  (jenlleman  from  Ohio  should  now  be- 
come a  law,  it  coulil  not  be  carried  into  effect  at 
the  next  presidential  election  without  great  diffi- 
•  culty  and  expense.  Many  of  the  States  would 
be  compelled  to  hold  special  elections.  He  had 
not  strengh  to  debate  .the  subject,  andlie  should 
move  to  lay  the  motion  to  icconsiiler  on  the  table. 

Mr.  DUNC.\N  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  they  were  ordered  ;and  being  taken ,  resulted — 
yeas  83,  nays  76. 

So  the  motion  to  reconsider  was  laid  on  the 
table.  ♦ 

Mr.  SYKES,  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled 
Bills,  reported  a  private  bill;  which  was  signed 
by  the  Speaker. 

DISTRICT  BUSINESS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMPBELL,  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  was  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bills  relating  to  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  the  same  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  C.\MPBELL,  the  House 
the  resolved  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  J.  R.  Ingeusoll  in 
the  chair.) 

BANK  CHARTERS. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  moved  that  the  committee 


take  up  bill  No.  244,  to  extend  the  charters  of  the 
District  banks. 

Mr.  C.JOHNSONaskcdifa  bill  on  this  subject 
had  not  been  [)nss(  d  by  the  Senate? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  said  theSciiate  h.id  had  such 
a  bill  under  consideration,  l)ut  the  bill  had  not 
been  passed,  nor  was  it  likely  that  it  would  be 
within  the  three  days  set  apart  for  the  consider- 
ation of  the  District  business. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  said  bethought  there  could 
be  no  propriety  in  having  two  bills  upon  the  same 
subject  under  consideration  at  the  same  time,  one 
in  each  House,  producing  a  sort  of  cross  fire. 

Mr.  McCAUbLENalso  objected  to  proceeding 
with  the  consideration  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  CAMPJjELL  suggested  that  it  was  too 
late  now  to  object  to  take  up  the  bill,  as  it  was 
already  before  the  committee  for  consider.ttioii. 

Mr.  WELLER  and  others  denied  that  the 
committee  had,  as  yet,  agreed  to  take  up  this  bill; 
and,  after  some  conversation  upon  this  point, 

The  ciuesiion  being  put  by  the  Chairman,  tellers 
were  called  for;  and  Messrs.  Wintmhop  and  C. 
JodNsoN  were  appointed;  who,  having  counted 
the  voles,  reporteil — ayes  77,  noes  80. 

So  the  committee  refused  to  take  up  the  bill. 

INSANE  ASYLUM. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  then  moved  to  take  up  Sen- 
ate bill  (No.  10)  providing  for  an  insane  asylum 
in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

A  division  being  called  for,  there  were  81  votes 
in  the  affirmative,  and  31  in  the  negulive. 

So  the  motion  was  curried;  and  the  committee 
took  up  the  bill. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  CAMPBELL,  a  state- 
ment made  by  Drs.  Miller,  Thomas,  and  Liiids- 
ley,  setting  forth  the  objects  and  advantages  of 
the  asylum,  was  read. 

The  Clerk  then  commenced  reading  the  bill  by 
sections. 

Mr.  RATHBUN  moved  to  amend  the  second 
section  by  striking  out  the  salary  of  jS-W,  pro- 
posed to  be  allowed  to  each  of  the  inspectors. 
Mr  R.  thoughl  it  was  asking  enough  of  Congress, 
to  say  the  least  of  it,  to  furnish  the  building  and 
provide  for  the  support  of  the  lunatics,  without 
asking  it  to  pay  tJie  salaries  of  the  persons  ap- 
pointed to  taKe  charge  of  it.  In  his  Stale  the 
lunatic  hospitals  were  managed  for  eighteen  years 
without  any  salaries  being  given  to  the  inspectors; 
and  now,  notwilhsuindinglheirrespon.'iible  duties, 
and  the  large  disbursements  they  annually  made, 
they  were  paid  only  fifty  dollars  a  year.  In  reply 
to  the  statement  made  by  the  Corporation  of 
Washington,  that  comparatively  nothing  had  been 
done  for  the  District,  Mr.  R.  read  a  statement 
showing  the  appropriations  made  by  Congress, 
from  the  year  1800  to  this  time,  for  the  repair  of 
streets,  for  the  canal,  for  the  Columbian  college, 
and  for  the  Holland  debt,  &c. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  hoped  thcamendment  would 
not  prevail;  foriipon  the  inspectors,  whose  salary 
the  gentleman  proposed  to  strike  out,  depended 
the  whole  management  of  the  institution.  As  to 
the  charge  that  the  genllcmnp  made,  that  the  cit- 
izens of  the  District  were  calling  on  the  Govern- 
ment to  support  their  pauncis,  it  was  entirely 
without  foundation;  for  their  own  paupers  were 
provided  for  in  an  institution  of  their  own,  and 
would  not  be  a  charge,  on  this  asylum.  In  the 
last  seven  years,  the  citizens  of  this  District  had 
received  into  their  own  asylum  fifteen  liundred 
sick  and  seven  hundred  paupers,  who  wore  taker, 
care  of  until  cured  and  dischar^d.  He  alluded 
to  the  increase  of  lunatics  in  this  District  in  con- 
.sequence  of  litis  being  the  seat  of  Government — 
a  consideration  which  had  induced  Congress  some 
few  years  ago  to  make  an  appropriation  for  their 
support  at  Baltimore— ^nd  said  the  question  was 
merely  whether  they  should  be  provided  for  in 
this  District,  or  their  support  in  Baltimore  paid 
for.  He  went  on  at  some  length  to  advocate  the 
bill  on  the  grounds  of  justice,  humanity,  and 
constitutionality. 

Mr.  ELMER  advocated  Ihe  bill;  but  he  spoke 
in  favor  of  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  [Mr.  Rathbun.]  Why  was  it  neces- 
sary to  cast  such  a  stigma  on  this  District  ns  to 
assume  that  three  persons  could  not  be  found  in 
it  to  accept  gratuitously  the  honorary  position  of 
director,  when  all  the  States  in  the  Union  found 
such  men  to  conduct  their  establishment  without 
any  remuneration  whatever? 


Mr.  CAMPBELL  explained  that  they  had  re- 
sponsiiilc  duties;  and  it  could  not  be  expected  that 
men  of  business  would  sacrifice  their  own  avo- 
cations, if  they  were  not  to  be  remunerated  in 
any  wuv. 

ftlr.  SEVERANCE  said  that  such  officers  in 
the  State  of  Maine  were  paid  by  the  Slate  gov- 
ernment. 

Mr.  ELMER  said  it  might  be  so;  but  in  most 
of  the  Slates  tlie.sc  officers  were  honorary.  He 
then  went  into  some  remarks  on  the  state  of  the 
.District  generally. 

Mr.  WHITE  said  he  hud  thought,  if  there  was 

any  bill  that  would   have  received   the  just,  the 

liberal,  and  even  the  kind  consideration  of  this 

House,  it  was  this  bill.    He  spoke  at  some  length 

•in  siipport  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  RATIlIilJN  make  a  brief  explanation  in 
reply  to  .Mr.  Wiinii. 

Mr.  PETTIT  opposed  Ihe  amendment,  and 
ndvociileil  ihe  bill  on  ihe  ground  that  the  city  was 
comfpclled  to  take-  care  of  the  non-resident  paupers 
and  lunatics'  coming  from  the  States,  and  that 
liunmnlty  recpiired  that  Congress  should  enable 
them  to  do  so. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Massachusetts, spoke  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  bill.  He  believed  it  was  the  duty  of 
Congress  lo  provide  for  the  insane  of  the  District; 
but  under  this  bill,  no  suitable  provision  could 
be  made  for  their  care  and  treatment. 

Mr.  KENNEDY,  of  Maryland,  asked  for  the 
reading  of  a  letter  which  ha<l  been  addressed  to 
him  on  this  subjr>ct;  and  it  was  accordingly  read. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Ohio,  offered  the  following 
amendment: 

Strike  out  all  after  the  enacting  clause,  to  the  end  of  the 
tiiglitli  section,  and  insert : 

That  the  sum  oi  four  thousand  didlars  b<>,  and  the  Kame 
is  hereby,  apjiropriated,  out  of  any  uiiapiiropriaied  money 
In  the  Treasury,  for  the  support,  clothing,  and  medical 
Irealineiil  of  the  Insane  paupers  of  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, for  the  liKCBl  year  ending  June  30, 1B46:  Provident  That 
the  amount  paid  lor  each  person  shall  not  exceed  four  dol- 
lars per  week. 

Ninth  section,  nppoprlate  four  thousand  dollars  for  the 
support  of  the  lunatics  uf  Uie  District,  at  the  Baltimore 
asylum. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Ohio,  then  proceeded  to 
state  his  objections  lo  the  bill  in  its  present  shape, 
which  were,  that  the  building  was  not  fit  for  the 
purpose  for  which  it  was  contemplated;  because 
there  were  no  means  of  warming  the  rooms,  and 
the  lunatics  would  perish  with  c»ld;  there  were 
no  means  of  separating  the  noisy  and  filthy  from 
the  rest  of  the  lunatics;  and  not  sufficient  secur- 
ity in  the  building  to  prevent  the  escape  of  such 
as  were  disposed  to  fly.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, he  thought  it  more  consistent  i/ilh  hu- 
manity, as  well  as  economy,  to  make  an  appro- 
priation for  the  maintenance  of  the  lunatics  of  the 
District  at  the  Baltimore  Asylum. 

Mr.  SI.\ION.S  said  he  had  paid  but  little  atten- 
tion to  tht  bill,  mid  none  until  since  it  came  up 
for  debute  this  afternoon;  and  that  the  remarks 
made  by  the  honorable  gentleman  fiom  Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr.  Kixc,]  and  thoseof  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Joiissos,]  had  ren- 
dered it  almost  unnecessary  to  speak  at  all  on  the 
subject  under  consideration;  and  that  whot  ho 
had  to  say  would  be  to  add  to  what  lliey  had 
said, for, as  faras  they  had  gone,ihey  had  spoken 
accordant  to  his  views.  TI.ey  indicated  by  iheir 
remarks  a  knowledge  of  the  subject  under  discus- 
sion. They  showed  practical  underslai  ding,  and 
he  did  not  doubt  that  they  had  practical  knowl- 
edge on  this  subject. 

As  to  the  legitimate  application  of  money  from 
the  United  States  Treasury  for  the  purpose,  he 
would  not  say  a  word;  but,  allowing  that  we 
have  a  right,  and  that  it  is  a  duty  to  do  so,  the 
question  arises,  whether  this  bill  judiciously  ap- 
plies the  appropriation  to  answer  the  ends  of  this 
charitable  and  philanthropic  undertaking.  If  it 
is  proper  and  legilimatu  to  appropriate  money  for 
this  object,  it  was  a  matter  of  minor  importance 
what  tile  sum  should  be.  The  object  embfhced 
in  an  amendment  introduced  by  the  honorable 
member  from  New  York,  to  strike  out  the  paltry 
sum  of  a  few  dollars,  was  what  should  not  en- 
gage his  altention;  the  magnitude  of  the  object  of 
such  an  in.stitution  forbade  his  attention  to  it. 

This  is  a  subject  of  vast  importance.  It  is  a 
subject  that  embraces  all  of  man  that  is  man — the 
mind  of  m.-tn — too  vjist  to  be  set  down  against  dol- 
lars and  cents;  and  it  is  secondary  to  me  whether 
it  will  cost  more  or  less,  if  so  be  the  sum  is  required 
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»o  accomplish  the  great  object  in  view.  I  nni  told 
lliat  the  building  in  the  northerly  part  of  this  city 
is  the  proposed  retreat  for  the  reception  ot  this 
unfortunate  class  of  our  fellow-beiiigs,  and  is  to 
be  denominated  the  retreat  for  iITb  insane— an 
edifice  in  the  midst  of  a  bustling,  boisterous  city 
of  strifes  and  jiolitical  disiraciion;  a  low,  con- 
tracted edifice,  without  a  fit  piospect,air, or  ade- 
quate grounds,  in  which  no  sane  mnii  could  long 
rcmain  so  were  he  to  be  committed  there,  espe- 
cially in  the  company  to  which  he  would  be  sub- 

■'^This  bill  provides  that  paupers,  lunatics,  and 
idiots,  sick  and  disabled  soldiers,  marines,  and 
seamen,  and  all  idiotic  and  lunatic  vagrants,  shall 
be  admitted  into  this  establishment,  called  an  asy- 
lum for  the  insane;  and  this  retieat  to  be  placed 
under  a  physician  or  physicians,  whose  business 
it  shall  be  to  adininistir  to  the  menial  as  well  as 
physical  diseases  of  mnn— diseases  the  most  ob- 
scure, complicated,  and  intractable,  to  cure  which 
theeneigiesof  the  strongest  mind,  the  wisest  mor- 
alist, and  the  most  ready  adaptation,  are  required ; 
and  ihis  bill  provides  that  lie  shall  visit  and  ad- 
minister to  the  inmates,  and  receive  an  annual 
sum  not  lo  exceed  $500. 

Sir,  when  the  edifice,  (being  an  old  discarded 
prison  refitted,)  its  location,  and  its  organization 
by  this  bill,  are  all  taken  into  consideration,  it 
shows  conclusively  the  inadetiuacy  of  its  author; 
it  shows  him  to  be  behind  the  age,  and  unac- 
quainted with  improvemeniB  made  within  the  last 
forty  years  to  ameliorate  and  cure  this  most  un- 
fortunate class  of  our  fellow-men.  What!  think 
of  restoring  one  10  sanity  in  a  crowded,  confined 
prison,  surrounded  by  idiots,  sick  paupers,  and 
vagrants,  under  a  steward  to  preside,  who  can  be 
procured  for  $500  per  annum,  subjected  to  the 
medical  and  mental  treatment  of  a  physician 
worth  $500  per  annum  orless.  A  physician  com- 
petent to  take  charge  of  th<se  most  formidable  dis- 
eases of  the  human  mind  should  be  a  man  whose 
talents  should  entitle  him  to  a  salary  of  not  less 
than  $3,0U0.  He  must  be  a  philosopher,  a  scholar, 
and  peculiarly  endowed  wiili  the  highest  order  of 
intell>ct,  to  do  justice  to  this  class  of  unfortunate 
human  beings.  Mr.  S.  said  he  was  unVilling  to 
detain  the  committee,  nor  did  he  think  it  necessary 
longer  to  do  so,  for  he  presumed  the  House  woiild 
not  manifest  their  insanity  by  adopting  this  iii- 
sane  scheme;  ik  would  be  a  retrograde  move;  it 
would  carry  us  back  forty  years,  and  reestablish 
the  old  Bedlam  treatment  of  lunatics,  which  con- 
sisted of  prisons,  puiiishinents,  and  chains. 

The  question  on  it  was  then  taken,  "nd  it  was 
adopted;  and  the  bill  was  laid  aside,  to  be  reported 
to  the  House. 

IMPRISONMENT  FOR  DEBT. 
The  committee  next  took  up  the  bill  to  abolish 
imprisonment  for  debt  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia. 

Some  debate  and  suggestions  to  amend  oc- 
curred, in  which  Messrs.  SCHENCK,  HALE, 
CAMPBELL,  SAMPLE,  CHILTON,  JONES 
of  Tennessee,  BELSEIl,  and  others,  took  part; 
all  agreeing  that  imprisonment  for  debt  should  be 
abolished;  but  snnie  contending  that  provision 
should  be  made  to  punish  fraudulent  debtors. 

The  committee   rose  and  reported  the  bill  pro- 
viding for  an  insane  asylum,  with  amendments. 
The  House  then  adjourned. 

The  rollatvlng  petition?,  presented  to-day,  were  banded 
tollic  reporters  by  Ibc  ineliibi'rs  presenting  thein  ; 

Uy  Mr.  FISH  :  The  petition  ol  .Ann  Pearsey,  widow  of 
Joiituhait  Pearspy,  fur  a  pi'iislnii. 

AlM«t,  Uie  pelition  of  Edward  Roach  for  a  pension. 

Uv  .Mr.  II.WS:  The  pi-lilion  of  .Adali  Siiiilh,  widow  of 
Jaiiics  Smith, a soldiHroftlieltcvolulloii.prayliie  for  relief; 
the  pelllioii  of  flic  heirs  of  Benjuiiiln  llai^ht,  a  revolution- 
Dry  soldier,  prayini;  for  aid  ;  Ihu  petition  of  Eii/.al>eUi  Pain, 
widow  of  Thomas  Pain,  a  soldiir  of  the  Ui;volntlon,  pray- 
ing for  relief;  the  pt-tillon  of  Hannah  Smith,  heir  of  John 
Maire,  praviii;;  for  remuneration  for  tile  services  of  her 
faliicr,  a  re'volulionary  noldicr;  whi^'h  were  referred  to  Uic 
ComuiMtee  on  Itevolullonary  Peiisl<Mis. 


IN  SENATE. 
Monday,  .May  13,  1844. 
Mr.  BAGBY  presented  a  preamble  and  resolu- 
tions adopted  at  a  public  meeting  of  ilie  ciiizens 
of  Mobile,  Alabama,  in  favor  of  the  annexation 
,of  Texas  to  the  United  States,  on  the  ground  that 
it  was  demanded  by  a  high  state  of  necessity  such 
as  wuriaiited  tlie  Goveriiiueut  in^llie  purchase  of 


Louisiana  from  Prance.  Mr.  B.  said  as  he  should, 
in  all  probability,  be  called  Hipon  to  present  his 
views  upon  this  great  and  interesting  siiliject,  in 
another  form,  he  would  stiy  no  more  at  present 
than  to  bear  testimony,  which  lie  did  with  great 
pleasure,  to  the  talents,  worlh,  and  patriotism  of 
those  who  pnriicipated  in  the  adoption  of  the  res- 
olutions. He  knew  them  to  be  gentlemen  of  high 
talents,  worlh,  and  patriotism.  He  moved  that 
the  resolutions  be  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

The  resolutions  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BREESE  presented  a  remonstrance  of  Or- 
ville  Paddock,  and  eighty-eight  others,  citizens  of 
Springfield,  Illinois,  against  the  aim  xation  of 
Texas  to  the  United  States;  which  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  presented  the  proceedings  of  a 
public  meeting  of  Meigs  county,  Ohio,  at  which 
were  adopted  resolutions  against  the  ratification 
of  the  Texas  treaty;  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on 

the  table. 
Mr.  RlVESpresented  the  proceedings  of  a  large 

meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Fauquier  county,  Vir- 
ginia,withoutdistinction  of  party, and  resolutions 
adopted  thereat,  in  favor  of  the  annexation  of 
Texas  to  the  United  States. 

Also,  a  memorial  signed  by  numerous  citizens 
of  the  county  of  Prince  Edward,  for  the  same 
object;  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  presented  a  pelition  of  C.  R. 
Mitt,  of  Louisiana,  praying  for  the  confirmation 
ofacerlain  tract  of  land;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  oil  Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  BUCH.\NAN  presented  n memorial  from 
citizensof  Wayne  county,  Pennsylvania,  strongly 
urging  the  reannexation  of  Texas  to  the  United 
States;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  BREESE  presented  a  petition  from  B.  F. 
Messenger  and  others,  citizens  of  Illinois,  pray- 
ing for  some  legislation  in  rigard  to  the  half- 
breeds'  tract  of  land  in  Iowa;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  presented  certain  resolutions 
of  citizens  of  Marion  district.  South  Carolina,  in 
favor  of  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United 
States;  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  EVANS,  from  the  Commiltee  on  Pensions, 
reported  back,  with  an  amendment,  which  was 
ordered  to  be  printed.  House  bill  entitled  "  An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Lois  Crouall,  a/ituCroukhite. 

Mr.  E.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
adverse  reports,  which  were  ordered  to  be  printed, 
on  the  bills  from  the  House  for  the  relief  of  Dan-' 
iel  Ingallsand  Elijah  Blodget,  and  the  petition  of 
Lonmi  Kelton,  for  a  pension. 

Mr.  BATES, from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
made  an  adverse  report  on  the  peiition  of  Robert 
Poindcxter,  for  a  pension;  which  was  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

FRAUDS  ON  TRE  REVENUE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BARROW,  it  was 
Raolfal,  'I'hat  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  Is  herehy 
directed  to  ci nunicatejp  the  Senate  a  copy  of  all  regu- 
lations wiilch  have  been  prescribed  since  the  30lh  August, 
KS-ia,  for  the  Inspeclion  ol  all  sugars  and  molasses  imported 
from  fowign  counlries,  In  order  to  prevent  frauds,  and  to 
prevent  tile  introduction  of  sugars,  sirup  of  sugar,  sirup  of 
cane,  or  boulinc  sirup,  under  Ihe  title  of  molasses,  or  iu 
any  other  improper  manner  ;  and  further,  that  he  inform 
Uie  Senate  wheUier  any  frauds  upon  llic  revenue,  and.  If 
any,  what,  liave  been  alleinpted  by  Importers  of  sugar  or 
niolassea,  or  any  kind  of  sirup. 

GEORGE  WEST. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  STURGEON,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Pensions  be,  and  they 
arc  hereiiy,  required  to  report  on  ihe  expcdieney  of  placing 
Ceonte  VVest,  late  of  company  D,  first  regiment  of  the 
United  Slates  iolantr}-,  on  the  pension  roll,  for  disability 
contracted  in  the  Florida  war. 

Mr.  S.  also  presented  certain  papers  in  support 
of  the  claim;  which  were  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Pensions. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SEVIER,  leave  was  granted 
to  withdraw  from  the  files  the  petition  and  papers 
of  Nathaniel  Wood. 

DISTRICT  BANKS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MILLER,  the  Senate  bill 
(No.  86)  to  entend  the  charters  of  the  banks  of 
the  District  of  Columbia,  was  taken  up;  the  ques- 
tion pending  being  on  concurring  in  the  amend- 
ments made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 


Mr.  BUCHANAN  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment added  as  a  fourth  section  by  striking  out 
ihe  following  portion  in  relating  to  the  enforce- 
ment of  individual  responsibility: 

"  One  <tr  more  trustees  shall  be  noiniiinted  1"  ' 
of  the  said  b.uik  so  failins.  subject  lo  Ihe  »[, 
i  President  of  the  United  Slates,  who  shall  gr 
securily,  to  be  approved  by  ihe  Secretary  ol  liie  1  n  isiay 
and  the  chief  ju.slicc  of  Ihe  circuit  court  of  ihe  District  of 
Coiumbia,  to  Mich  amount  a«  the  said  President  of  tli« 
l.'niled  States,  Secretary  of  the  Trea<>ui>',  aoJ  tbc  ckisf 
justice,  shall  deem  necessary." 

And  to  insert  in  lie  a  thereof  the  following: 

On  the  application  of  such  banks,  or  any  bolder  of  lb< 
noles  of  Ihe  same.  Iliree  Inlstires  or  receivers  shall  l*e  ai>. 
poinled  by  tile  elreuil  court  of  ihe  Uistriel  of  Columbia, 
being  neliher  sloekholdera  iior  noleholdcrs  of  Ihe  said  bank 
or  hanks  so  failing,  who  sliall  give  bond  and  seenriiy. 

Mr.  SEVIER  objected  to  the  alteration  pro- 
posed by  this  amendment.  He  considered  it 
reasonable  that  the  directors,  whose  immediate 
liability  was  so  great,  should  have  some  partici- 
pation in  the  nomination  of  trustees. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN,  at  so  lute  a  period  of  th« 
session,  was  not  disposed  to  enter  into  a  pro- 
longed discussion  on  this  matter.  The  difference 
between  the  Senator  and  himself  was  upon  this 
question:  whether  trustees,  forthe  benefit  of  cred- 
iiors,  should  be  cliosen  by  the  circuit  court,  fmm 
aniong.si  competent,  responsible,  and  liisintercilcd 
individuals,  or  whether  the  parties  by  whose  mis- 
management ihe  failure  has  been  occasioned  shall 
be  permitted  to  nominate  the  individuals  who  «« 
to  wind  up  ihe  concerns  of  the  bank  which  tbey 
have  mismanaged.  If  such  a  mntter  were  referred 
to  a  court  of  cTiancery,  the  court  would  at  once 
make  the  selection  on  its  own  independent  judj- 
menl.  There  could  be  no  reason  why  the  dis- 
trict judge  should  not  have  the  nomination. 

Mr.  SEVIER  continued  still  of  opinion  ihal  it 
was  better  to  leave  his  amendment  as  it  was,  with- 
out the  modification  proposed. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  thought  it  was  of  very 
little  consequence  whelher  the  modification  ns 
made  ornot.  Ifadopled.therecould  bcnodoubi 
that  a  prudent  judge  would  consult  the  direelon 
as  to  the  choice  of  trustees. 

Mr.  MILLER  did  not  see  much  difference  ii 
principle  between  the  modification  proposed  by 
the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  and  the  ori|inu 
provision  of  the  bill.  He  agreed  with  tlie  Sciw- 
tor  from  Kentucky,  that  there  could  be  no  doubt 
that  a  prudent  judge  would  consult  the  directon 
in  the  choice  of  trustees. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  observed  that,  on  reflec- 
tion, he  considered  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania  more  consonant  to  the  prac- 
tice of  appointing  trustees  than  the  amendment 
of  the  Senator  from  Arkansas.  There  could  be 
no  propriety,  as  there  was  no  necessity,  for  mix- 
ing up  the  affairs  of  these  banks  with  the  dunes 
of  the  President  of  ihe  United  Stales. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Buci- 
anan's  amendment  of  the  amendment;  and  iiwi* 
adopted. 

Mr.  SEVIER  moved  to  amend  the  amcndmut 
jusl  adopted,  by  designating  to  whom,  sod  for 
what  purpose,  the  bonds  should  be  given. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  observed  that,  as  a  matter 
of  course,  that  would  be  done  by  the  judjeof  tie 
court;  but  he  had  no  objection  to  the  desigiMUOB 
proposed.  . 

The  addition  proposed  by  Mr.  Seviii  wm 
adopted,  as  follows: 

After  the  words  "  shall  give  bond  and  •ecurily,"  i^en: 
To  Uie  Uulled  Sales  for  the  use  of  Uic  crediiocs  tf  <f 
said  banks. 

Several  verbal  amendments,  moved  by  Mr.Ma- 
LEB  and  Mr.  Choate,  were  adopted. 

On  the  recurrence  of  the  question  of  concur- 
ring in  the  amendments  of  the  CommiUe*  of  the 
Whole,  as  amended, 

Mr.  TAPPAN  called  for  the  yeas  and  n«ys; 
which  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  aiid  restiltM— 
yeas  2i,  nays  15;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  .\rclier,  BarrovVj  Bates,  Bavirit.  nrr*«, 
Buchanan,  Choalc,  Criltendcn,  Evans,   I  '. 

Henderson,  nnntlngton.  Jarnagin.MeUnI) 
ler,  Moreiiend,  Porter,  Itivcs,  Sevier,  and  \ 
N.AYS— Messrs.   .Alehison,   .^Iherlon,    . 
Breesc,    Colquitt,    FalrlWhl,    Haywood.  *■ 

Pbclps,  Tappair,  Walker,  \Voodbury,  aiij  i 
So  the  amendments  were  concurred  in. 
The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  bo  engrossed  f<« 
a  third  reading. 
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At  a  .sub!«;i|mMit  siage  of  the  proceedings,  the 
bin, as  eiiposaeil,  was  laki-n  up  and  road  ilie  third 
time;  and  ihir  qutslion  being  on  its  passage, 

Mr.  PHELl'S  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  oruered.  Mr.  P.  explained  his  rea- 
sons for  vo'ting  against  the  bill.  Ho  should  do 
8t>,  because  ho  could  not  reco2;nize  the  principle 
incorporated  in  the  aincnilnienl  adopted  as  a 
fourth  KfClinn.  It  was  utterly  oppx)sed  to  the 
true  principles  of  bankinj,  which  were  founded 
on  ihi'  eX[>ectation  that  iliir  stock  would  be  made 
ui)  of  surplus  capital,  and  held  by  men  whose 
objecf  was  to  lend  money,  and  not  to  borrow  it. 
The  fourth  section  of  the  bill,  as  it  now  stands, 
he  considered  calculated  to  deter  persons  of  capitiil 
from  bocouiin^^  stockholders,  and  to  invito  mere 
men  of  straw  to  become  directors;  for  ntnie  else 
would  incur  the  responsibilities,  their  object  being 
to  become  borrowers  to  a  much  larger  amount 
than  that  of  their  responsibiJities.  On  these 
grounds  he  should  vote  a!;ainst  the  till. 

Mr.  MILLER  rose  to  reply. 

Mr.  BEM'rON  remarked  that  he  should  move 
to  go  into  executive  session. 

Mr.  MILLER  nciuested  the  Senator  would 
allow  the  question  to  be  taken.  He  would  not 
detain  the  Senate  by  the  reply  he  intended. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  resulted — 
yeas  ii2,  nays  14;  as  follows: 

YK.\S— Meser-i.  Archer,  Bayard,  Berrtea,  Bileliannn, 
Cho:,ie,  c  Yilieadun,  l^v.ins,  Fr.iiiris,  F'altnn.  MiMiiJerson, 
lluiiliiixton.  Jaranifan,  Jotnisoa,  .Mi'Diitrte,  AI;ir):*tiai,  Mil- 
ler, iMiiri'lieiul,  Toner,  devjer,  'l'itllui:l(lg<!,  WllUe,  oad 
VV Il.iicfci— -23. 

.VAY.S — .V!e.siir!<.  Alherton,  ILijiliy,  Betiioa,  Breeflc,  Falr- 
fi*I*l,  ll.nnrM'gaii,  n.iywiKj,l,  llaje'r,  Tlielps,  temple,  Tup- 
pan,' Walker,  V\'ufitJIJury,  and  VVriglit— !■!. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

SCIIOONKR  OllAMPnS,  ETC. 

The  House  bill  (No.  36)  in  relation  to  the 
relatives  of  the  ollicers  and  crew  of  the  United 
Slates  schooner  Grampus  was  taken  up  as  in 
Committee  of  the  \Vlii)le,and  the  bill,  as  amended 
by  the  Senate  when  before  under  discussion,  was 
read,  including  provisions  for  the  cases  of  the  Sea 
Gull,  John  Adams,  and  Missouri. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  moved  to  include  the  case  of 
the  Peacock,  lost  at  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia 
river,  in  tin'  exploring  expedition. 

Mr.  BREESE  objected  to  exempting  this  case 
from  the  rule  of  having  a  decision  by  court  of 
inquiry  or  court-martial,  to  show  that  the  claim- 
ants did  not  forfeit  tlieir'claim  by  negligence. 

Mr.  TAPl'AN  observed  that  the  Department 
had  already  investigated  that  matter,  and  that 
was  the  reason  further  inquiry  seemed  unneces- 
sary; not  that  there  was  any  objection  to  a  court- 
martial  on  the  part  of  the  oHicers. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BREESE,  the  amendment 
was  so  modified  as  to  place  it  within  the  same 
rule  as  the  case  of  the  Missouri. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Tappan,  thus  modified, 
was  adopted. 

Mr.  EVANS  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  an 
additional  secliop,  providing  that  the  balance  of 
f.VJO!),  appearing  against  the  pur.serof  the  Gram- 
pus, on.  the  books  of  the  Department,  and  for 
which  his  securities  were  now  responsible,  be 
remitted.  Mr.  E.  explained  that  this  was  a  sum, 
as  usual  in  all  cases  of  vessels  of  war  fitting  out 
for  a  cruise,  advanced  by  the  Department  to  the 
purser  to  lay  in  stores  for  the  crew,  and  to  furnish 
money  to  advance  thoin  according  to  their  neces- 
sities, at  such  pons  as  they  might  touch  at.  No 
doubt  could  ixist  that  the  whole  amount  of  the 
advance  was  on  board,  in  either  money  or  neo.es- 
Baries  purchased  with  A,  when  the  vessel  foun- 
dered,and  that  it  was  thus  lost.  It  was  not  right, 
under  those  circuinsiances,  to  let  the  balance  re- 
main on  the  books  of  the  Department  against  the 
neourities  of  the  purser. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  back  from  the  com- 
mittee; and  the  amendments  were  concurred  in, 
with  the  exception  of  that  relating  to  the  John 
Adams,  which,  at  Mr.  Batard's  request,  was 
reserved  for  a  separate  question. 
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On  the  question  of  concurring  in  the  amend- 
ment relative  to  the  case  of  the  John  Adams, 

Mr.  BAYARD  remarked  that,  in  consequence 
of  amendments  made  to  the  general  bill,  recently 
under  discussion,  cases  of  capture  were  excepted 
from  its  operation  ;  and  he  conceived  this  case 
would  come  under  that  exception.  He  read  from 
a  volume  of  the  Naval  History  of  the  United  Slates 
a  narative  of  the  facts  connected  with  the  case  of 
the  John  Adams,  which  was  burned  by  Commo- 
dore Morris,  in  1814,  to  prevent  the  enemy  from 
getting  possession  of  it. 

Mr.  FAIRFIELD  contended  that  this  was  not 
a  case  of  capture,  but  of  the  most  meritorious  and 
brilliant  character. 

Mr.  CHO.Vl'E  advocated  thecauseof  the  John 
Adams.  The  reason  of  the  exception  in  the  gen- 
eral law  was  the  danger  of  prospective  provision 
for  cases  of  capture.  Even  if  the  case  of  the  John 
Adams  was  one. of  capture,  which  he  contended 
it  was  not,  it  was  not  prospective:  it  related  to  a 
gallant  and  brilliant  transaction  which  took  place 
thirty  years  ago. 

The  matter  was  debated  at  considerable  length 
by  Messrs.  B.VYARD,  FAIRFIELD,  and 
CHOATE, after  (vhicli  the  amendment  was  con- 
curred in. 

On  the  question  of  engrossment,  Mr.  HEN- 
DERSON moved  to  strike  out  the  second  section, 
(relating  tochildren  being  entitled  in  cases  where 
there  are  no  widows.)  Mr.  H.  proceeded  for 
some  time  in  explanation  of  his  resistance  to 
this  extension  of  the  pension  system. 

The  PRESIDENT  decided  that  the  motion  to 
strike  out  was  nut  in  order  after  the  Senate  had 
concurred  in  the  amendments. 

A  short  debate  on  this  question  of  order  ensued, 
and  the  difficulty  was  removed  by  assenting  to  a 
motion  of  reconsideration,  by  which  the  bill  was 
again  ploced  in  the  condition  of  having  the  ques- 
tion put  on  concurring  with  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  in  the  amendments. 

Mr.  HENDERSON  then  moved  to  strike  out 
the  second  section;  and  called  fur  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Messrs.  BAYARD  and  HUNTINGTON  op- 
posed tlie  motion' to  strike  out. 

On  that  question  the  yeas  and  nays  resulted — 
yeas  12,  nays  22;  as  follows: 

YE.AS— M'-ssri*.  Alherton,  B.-ufby,  Benton,  Breeye,  Hay- 
wood, HeiidfRon,  Lewi!*,  tSciiipIc,  Sevier,  Sturgeon,  Tap- 
pan,  and  WriKiit — 1-3. 

N  AYrf — Messrs.  Areher,  Bates,  Bnyard.  Borrien,Choate, 
(Haytoa,  friuenden,  Evan-J,  Fairlield,  Fniiici^,  ilannei^.'in, 
Hu^rr,  Ilitatinelon,  Jurnagin,  J<>hii!«nn,  Miller,  Morelleait, 
Siiiimoni<,  Talliuadge,  While,  Woudbridge,  and  Woodbury 

— aa. 
So  the  second  section  was  not  stricken  out. 

The  amendments  were  then  concurred  in;  and 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  ba  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

E.XECUTIVE  SESSION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BENTON,  the  Senate  went 
into  executive  session. 

After  some  time  spent  therein,  the  doors  were 
reopened,  and  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
MoKDAT,  May  13,  1844. 

The  Journal  having  been  read, 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  observed  that  this  was  the 
day  to  which  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  fixing 
the  day  of  the  adjournment  of  Congress,  was 
postponed.  He  moved  now  to  postpone  the  pre- 
vious orders,  so  as  to  take  up  that  resolution  and 
dispose  of  it. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  asked  if  this  day  was  not 
specially  assigned  for  the  consideration  of  that 
resolution. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  when  the  resolution 
came  up  in  its  order,  it  was  postponed  until  to- 
day; but  it  was  not  made  a  special  Order. 

Mr.  C.JOHNSON  moved  a  call  of  the  House; 
which  was  agreed  to — ayes  87,  noes  34. 


The  roll  having  been  called  by  the  Clerk,  one 
hundred  and  seventy-five  members  answered  to 
their  names. 

The  absentees  were  then  called;  and  it  was  as- 
certained that  one  hundred  and  ninety-five  mem- 
bers were  present. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  C.  JOHNSON,  all  further 
proceedings  under  the  call  were  disiiensed  with. 

The  r{uestion  recurring  on  Mr.  C.  Johnson's 
motion, 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  culled  for  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  asked  if  this  was  a. 
debatable  queslion.' 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  it  was. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  said  that,  as  he  had 
one  or  two  remarks  to  make  on  the  subject,  he 
might  :ia  well  make  them  now. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  suggested  to  the  Chair, 
that  t»s  this  was  a  question  relating  to  the  priority 
of  business,  it  was  not  debatable. 

The  SPEAKER  remarked  to  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  that  his  atleiilion  was  not 
drawn  to  the  stale  of  the  question  when  he  told 
him  it  was  a  debatable  one.  Regularly  a  question 
of  postponement  is  debatable;  but  ibis  motion 
was  to  posljione  the  business  before  the  House, 
in  order  to  give  priority  to  other  uusiness.  It  was 
therefore  not  dcbotable. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  C.  Johk- 
son's  motion,  ond  resulted — yeas  137,  nays  60.' 

So  the  previous  orders  were  post[>oned. 

Mr.  C.JOHNSON  called  for  tin' reading  of  the 
resolution;  and  it  was  read  accordingly. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLLdesiredto  make  some 
observations  on  the  resolution. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  said  he  had  not  yielded  the 
floor. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  hoped  his  friend  from 
Tennessee  would  not  make  a  speech  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  then  move  the  previous  question, to  cut 
Sir  others  from  the  same  privilege. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  said  the  House  was  per- 
fectly familiar  with  the  subject;  and  it  was  well 
known  thai,  for  the.last  ten  or  twelve  years,  nearly 
all  the  business  of  the  session  had  been  done  dur- 
ing the  last  few  weeks,  if  not  the  last  two  weeks. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  again  interposed, and 
said  he  desired,  in  the  most  friendly  way,  to  in- 
quire if  the  gonilernan  from  Tennessee  intended 
to  make  a  speech,  and  then  to  move  the  previous 
question-^     He  asked  for  information. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  asked  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  to  give  way,  that  he  might  move  an 
amendment  to  strike  out  the  27th  of  May,  and 
insert  the  17ih  of  June.  If  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  would  allow  that  amendment  to  be 
moved,  he  would  then  vote  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  McKAY  suggested  an  amendment  to  fix 
the  10th  of  June. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  said  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  had  not  answered  his  question. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  said,  when  he  heard  the 
question,  and  quiet  could  be  restored,  he  would 
.say  what  he  intended  to  say.  He  should  have 
finished  long  ago,  if  he  had  not  been  interrupted. 

Mr.  PARMENTER  said  he  percciveil  that  the 
resolution,  in  its  present  fonn.  proposed  to  fix 
the  27th  of  .Wiiy  next  for  the  adjournment;  but  if 
it  passed  in  that  shape,  it  would  keep  them  here 
twelve  months  longer;  and  he  wished  to  know  if 
thot  was  intended.     [Laughter.] 

Some  further  conversation  ensued. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  then  moved  the  previous 
question. 

On  seconding  the  demand  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion, tellers  were  called  for,  and  ordered;  and 
Messrs.  BcRKE  and  Wintiirop  were  appointed; 
and  they  reported — ayes  56,  noes  112. 

So  there  was  no  second. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  moved  to  strike  out  the  "27th 
of  May ,"  anil  insert"  the  17ih  day  of  June;  "and 
aski'd  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  desired  the  gentleman 
from  Alabama  to  allow  him  ati  opportunity  to 
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move  an  amendment  to  postpone  the  question 
altogether.  .         „.         , 

Mr.  HOUSTON  said,  m  calling  the  previous 
question  he  had  followed  the  example  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  C.  Johnson,]  and 
he  did  not  like  to  lose  the  ground  he  had  got, 
although  he  was  in  favor  of  the  proposition  of  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  C.J.  Inger- 

"*Mr;  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  then  moved  to  lay  the 
whole  subjcnt  on  the  table. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
■which  were  ordered;  and  being  taken,  resulted — 
yeas  22,  nays  178;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  .'Vikiii.ioii,  llayly,  Ilclser,  Benton,  Ed- 
wanl  J.  niack,  Ui-ubfii  Cliuprnnn,  Clinton,  Cobb,  Dawson, 
Dou"la3,  Haralson,  Hays,  Holmes,  Charles  J.  Injersoll, 
Mct'lernaiid,  I'ayne,  llliett,  RobiTUs,  Saunders,  SlUes,  1  ib- 
batts,  and  Tuekcr— 22. 

NAVtf— .Messrs.  Abbott,  Ailams,  Anderson,  Arrlngton, 
Ashe,  UakiT,  llarringer.  Il.irnard,  Bidlack,  Janius  Ulaek, 
James  A.  Black.  Black\v.-ll,  Bower,  Bowlln,  Boyd,  Bren- 
gle,  Brinkirlioir,  Hrodhv.id,  Milton  Brown.  William  J. 
Brown,  Buffinslnn,  Burke,  Bun, CaldwL>ll,(."iimpbell,  Jere- 
miah E.  Ciiry,  Shepli.Td  Cary,  Carroll,  Callin,  <;aus  n, 
Ausustus  A.  Chapman,  Chilton,  Cllngnian,  Coles,  Colla- 
mcr,  t;ranslon,  Cross,  Culloni,  Dana,  Daniel,  Darrasli, 
Garrett  Davis,  Richard  D.  Davis,  John  W.  Daves,  Dean, 
Deberry,  Dcllett,  Dlck.-y.  Dickinson,  Dillinsluun,  Drom- 
roole,  Duncan,  Dunlap,  Ellis,  Elmer,  Farlee,  Ficklin.  Fish, 
Florence,  Fool,  French,  GIddings,  Goggin,  Willis  Green, 
Uyram  Green,  Grinnell,  Grider,  link-,  Ilamliu,  Hardin, 
Harper.  Henley,  Derrick,  Hoje,  Hopkins,  II ubarrt,  llubbell, 
Hudson,  Huglies,  II ungerlord,  James  B.  Hunt,  Joseph  It. 
Ingersoll,  Irvin,;laineson,  Jenks,  Cave  Johnson,  Periey  B. 
Johnson,  Andrew  Jolmson,  George  W.  Jones,  Ainlrew 
Kennedy,  Jolin  1'.  Kennedy,  Preston  King.  Daniel  I".  King, 
KIrkpatrlck.  I.abranchc,  Leonard,  Lucas,  Lumpkin,  Lyon, 
Maclay,  Mathews,  MeCausien,  McClelland,  Mcfonnell, 
McDowell,  McKay,  Edward  J.  Morris,  Joseph  Morris, 
Morse, Moscly,Murpliy,  Nes,  Newtnn,  Norris,  Owen.  Par- 
luenter,  Patterson,  Petlil,  Peyton,  Pliffinix,  Pollock,  Llisha 
R.  Potter,  Emery  D.  Potter.  Pratt,  Preslon,  Kalhhun,  Kay- 
lier,  Charles  M.  ttced,  David  .•<.  Ueld,  Iteding,  Itelle,  Hitter, 
Robinson,  Rockwell,  Rogers,  llUssell,  St.  John,  Sample, 
Schenck,  Scnter,  Severance,  Thomas  H.  Seymour,  David 
L.  Seymour, Simons,  S(mi>snn,Slidell,  Albert  .Smith,  John 
T.  Smith,  ■Ihonnis  Sinllb,  Caleb  B.  Smith,  Robert  Hiimh 
Steenrod 


The  question  then  recurred  upon  Mr.  Hous 
ton's  ameiulmenl. 

Mr.  BlDL-iVCIv  snid  he  hoped  the  gentleman 
from  Alabama  would  allow  his  motinn  to  be 
amended,  so  that  they  might  have  the  alteriiativ* 
of  the  17th  or  the  10th. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  said  the  difference  between 
the  10th  and  ITth  was  but  small;  he  thought  it  as 
well  to  adhere  to  his  amendment. 

The  demand  for  the  previous  question  was  sec- 
onded; and  the  main  question  ordered  to  be  now 
put. 

Mr.  REDING  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered;  and  being  taken,  resulted — 
yc.ts  114,  nays  88;  as  follows: 

YEAS— .Messrs.  Arrincton.  Ashe,  Atkinson,  Bayly,  Bel- 
Ber,  James  A.  Black,  Blackwell,  Boyd,  Brengle,  Brinker- 
liotT,  UrKdhead,  William  J.  Brown,  Burke,  Hurl,  ('ainp- 
bcll.  Shepherd  Cary,  Callin,  Causiu,  Keul.en  Chapman, 
Augustus  A.  ('hapman,  Clinton,  Cobb,  Coles,  Dana.  Daniel, 
Darragh,  Richard  D.  Davis,  Dawson,  Dean,  DillinBham, 
Douglas,  Duncan,  Dunlap,  Elmer.  Farlee,  Foot,  Foster,  1 
French,  Hale,  Hainmeu,  Haralson,  Hays.  Herriek,  Holmes, 
Hogc,  Hopkins,  Houston,  Hubard,  llubbell,  Huiicerford, 
Jaines  B.  Hunt,  Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  Joseph  R.  TiiiiTsnll, 
Jameson,  George  W.  Jones,  Andrew  Kennedy,  KIrkpat- 
rlck. Labrunche,  Leonard,  Lucas,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  .Ma- 
clay,.M.alhews,  MeCausien,  McClelland,  .McClcrnand,  Mc- 
Coiincll,  McDowell,  McKay,  Joseph  Morris,  Newlnn.  Nor- 
ris, Owen.  Parnieiiter,  Patterson.  Payne,  Peliil,  Ellshu  It. 
Potter,  Emery  D.  Poller,  frail,  Preston,  Rathbun,  David 
B.  Reid,  Rhcu,  Relle,  Ritter,  Itoherls,  Russell,  St.  John, 
Sample,  Saunders,  ThouKUi  H.  Sevmour,  Simons,  Simp 
Bon,  Slidell,  Thomas  Smith,  Caleb  B.  Smilli,  Steenrod, 
John  Stewart,  Stiles.  Stone,  Sykcs,  Taylor.  Thomassoii, 
Thompson,  Tlbbatls,  Tucker,  VVeller,  Williams,  Wood- 
ward, and  Joseph  A.  Wright— 114. 

N.WS— Messrs.  Abbot,  Adams.  Anderson.  Baker,  llar- 
ringer, Barnard,  Benton,  Bidlack,  James  Black,  Bower, 
llowlin,  Milton  Brown,  ButTingtnn,  Caldwell,  Jeremiah  I-,. 
C'ary,t'iu-roll,  Chilton,  Clinch,  Clingman,  Collamer,  (,'ran- 
Mon,  t'ross,  Culloni,  Garrett  Davis,  John  W.  Davis,  De- 
berry,  Delict,  Dickey,  Dickinson,  Dronigoule,  Ficklin,  Fish, 
Florence,  Giddings,  Goggin.  Bvrani  Green,  Willis  Green, 
Grinnell,  Grider,  Hamlin,  Hardin.  Harper,  Henley,  Hud- 
son, Hughes,  Irvin,  Jenks,  Pcrley  B.  Jolinsnn,Cave  John- 
eon,  Andrew  Johnson,  John  P.  Kennedy,  Uanlel  P.  King, 
Preston  King,  Marsh,  Morse,  Moseley,  Murphy.  Peyloii, 
Plimnil,  Pollock,  lUvncr,  Charles  M.  Reed,  Reding,  Itob- 
liisim,  Rockwell,  Rogers,  Schenck,  Sinter,  Severance, 
David  L.  Seymour,  .Mlierl  Smith,  John  T.  Smith,  Stetson, 
Andrew  Stewart,  Strong,  Suminer.-,  Tildeii,  Tyler,  \*ance, 
Vanineter,  Vinton,  Weritworlli,Weihered,VVIieatoii, White, 
Wintlirop',  William  Wriglit,  and  Yost— SS. 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
The  question  was  then  put  upon  the  resoltt- 


Uon  as  amended;  and  it  was  agreed  to,  without  a 
division. 

IMPRISONMENT  FOR  DEBT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMPBELL,  the  House 
resolved  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  J.  R.  Ingersoli, 
in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  regulating  arrests  on  mesne  process  in  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

Some  verbal  amendmeats  were  then  made,  on 
the  motion  of  Mr.  CAMPBELL. 

The  CHAIRMAN  slated  that,  when  the  com- 
mittee was  last  in  session,  the  question  waspend- 
in"  on  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
Hampshire,  [Mr.  Hale,]  to  strike  out  all  after 
the  fourth  line,  and  insert: 

That  hereafter  no  person  shall  be  held  to  ball,  or  com- 
mltied  to  cusimly,  on  any  civil  action  in  the  DUtrlct  of 
i:oliinibia. 

Mr.  BRENGLE  observed  that,  as  he  under- 
stood the  bill,  with  the  amendment  of  the  gcnlle- 
mnn  from  New  Hamp.shire,  it  provided  that 
nobody  should  be  hereafter  held  to  bail,  or  be  com- 
mitted to  custody,  in  a  civil  action  in  the  District 
of  Columbia.  Now,  the  only  law  in  the  District 
by  which  the  defendant's  appearance  can  be  en- 
forced, is  by  a  writ  of  copiiu  ad  resi>ondendum;  so 
that  if  the  bill,  with  the  amendment  of  ihc  gentle- 
man from  New  Hampshire, became  a  law, itwould 
discharge  all  the  debtors  In  the  District  from  their 
debts,  except  those  who  made  voluntary  pay- 

Mr.  TIBBATTS  regretted  that  he  was  not  here 
on  Saturday  when  this  matter  was  brought  up. 
He  would  now  (as  he  had  informed  the  chairman 
of  the  committee)  make  a  few  remarks  on  the 
subject.  When  he  arrived  here,  he  examined 
into  the  laws  of  the  District,  and  he  found  them, 
so  far  as  related  to  imprisonment  for  debt,  in  a 
very  bad  condition.  He  had  been  under  the  im- 
pression that,  under  the  act  of  1843,  imprison- 
ment for  debt  was  abolished;  but  he  found  instead 
of  that,  itrwas  left  in  a  worse  condition,  so  far  as 
regarded  the  class  of  citizens  who  most  stood  in 
need  of  the  law,  than  under  the  old  laws.  It 
seemed  that,  by  a  construction  given  to  that  law 
by  the  courts  here,  the  act  of  1843  did  not  apply 
to  debts  under  fifty  dollars;  and  it  appeared  to 
him  that  if  any  class  of  citizens  should  receive 
the  benefits  of  that  law,  it  was  those  owing  sums 
under  fifty  dollars,  for  they  were  generally  labor- 
ing men  who.se  f:imilies  could  not  subsist  without 
their  support.  Finding  this  to  be  the  case,  he 
had,  at  the  early  part  of  the  session,  introduced 
a  bill  exactly  similar  to  the  law  as  it  now  existed 
in  his  State  (Kentucky)  on  that  subject.  Mr:  T. 
then  handed  up  to  the  Clerk  the  act  of  the  Ken- 
tucky Legislature  of  December,  1821,  on  the  sub-' 
iect  of  arrests  for  debt;  and  it  was  read  for  the 
"information  of  the  House. 

He  thought,  in  introducing  such  a  bill,  he  could 
meet  the  wishes  of  his  constituents,  if  they  un- 
derstood the  state  of  the  case  here,  they  having 
themselves  had  such  a  kw  for  near  a  quarter  of 
a  century.  It  would  be  seen  the  Legislature  of 
Kentucky  struck  at  once  at  the  doctrine  of  im- 
prisonment for  debt— Ijolding  his  property  and 
not  his  liberty  for  the  discharge  of  his  debts.  He 
held  that  a  man  could  not  barter  away  his  liberty; 
and  that  the  Government  could  not  do  it  except 
for  crime. 

He  then  quoted  largely  from  a  letter  from  the 
SeciTlary  of  State,  furnishing  statistics  of  persons 
imprisoned  in  this  District,  iind  the  very  small 
number  that  was  eh.-iiged  willi  being  fraudulent. 
He  know  when  a  man  became  embarrassed,  a  cen- 
sorious world  would  charge  fraud  upoii  ihedebtor; 
but  by  the  returns  which  he  held  in  his  hand,  out 
of  many  that  were  imprisoned,  it  was  shown  that 
but  a  very  small  number  had  been  charged  as 
fraudulent;  and  the  instances  were  very  rare  in 
which  the  accusation  of  fraud  was  sustained.  In 
the  year  1834,  there  were  one  thousand  and  ninety- 
ei'ht  males  and  three  females  imprisoned  in  the 
co°inty  of  Washington;  and  tif  that  number  there 
was  but  one  solitary  individual  charged  with  fraud. 
In  the  same  year  there  were  fifty-four  males  and 
one  female  imprisoned  in  Alexandria,  and  not  a 
single  allegation  of  fraud  in  the  whole.  He  fur- 
nished similar  staleinenls  for  other  year:;,  of  a  like 
character,  and  concluded  that  branch  of  his  state- 
ment with  the  remark  that,  of  five  thousand  per- 
sons imprisoned  for  debt,  but  three  had  been  de- 


clared to  be  fraudulent  debtors.  But  to  show  the 
oppression  which  was  endured  under  thi»  law  of 
imprisonment  for  debt— a  law  which  neither  ben- 
efited debtor  nor  creditor — he  quoted  statements 
of  persons  imprisoned  for  small  amounts,  the 
period  of  their  incarceration,  and  the  amount  paid 
by  the  creditor  as  prison  fees.  In  one  case,  a 
person  was  imprisoned  fifly-six  days  for  a  debt  of 
$23  63.  "The  creditor,  on  whose  suit  the  debtor 
was  imprisoned,  paid  §20  40  prison  fees;  and  the 
debt  was  lost  after  all.  Many  other  such  cas/.-.she 
quoted.  He  further  stated  that  two  colored  i>er- 
sons  had  been  imprisoned  for  debt,  and  being  un- 
able to  pay,  they  were  sold  to  satisfy  their  cred- 
ilors — two  human  beings,  declared  free,  were  sold 
intoslavery  for  the  phyment  of  a  small  debt,  which 
they  were  unable  to  liquidate;  and  this  he  held  to 
be  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  our  institutions.  He 
spoke  at  some  length  in  supportof  the  immediate 
abolition  of  so  barbarous^a  legal  remedy.  . 

The  amendment  was  then  negatived. 

Mr.  FISH  offered  an  amendment,  by  which 
fraudulent  debtors  would  be  subject  to  impriaon; 
ment;  but  in  all  other  cases  he  favored  the  abolf- 


lion. 
The  amendment  was  negatived. 
Mr.  TlBBAXyS  offered   the   Kentucky  bin, 
which  had  been  read  by  the  Clerk,  as  a  substi- 
tute for  the  bill  before  the  committee. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  inquired  if  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  intended  to  abolish  imprisonmtDt 
on  final  judgment. 

Mr.  TIBBATTS  rcplfed  that  his  intention  wm 
to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt  in  all  caws; 
and  subject  the  property  only  to  the  payment  of 
debt.  ,    ' 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said  he  was  opposed  to  a 
law  by  which  a  creditor  would  be  prevented  hold- 
ing his  debtor  in  custody  until  he  surrendered  hu 
property;  and  he  spoke  at  some  length  in  snp- 
port  of  his  views.  If  you  pass  this  law,  and 
abolish  the  right  of  the  creditor  to  take  in  execa- 
tion  the  body  of  the  defendant,  you  will  put  it  m 
the  power  of  the  debtor  to  sell  his  property,  and 
put  the  money  in  his  pocket,  and  prevent  the 
creditor  from  recovering,  although  he  may  be 
well  able  to  pay.  Where  was  the  hardship, » 
long  as  the  debtor  was  enabled  to  discharge  btm- 
self  from  imprisonment  by  taking  the  oath  of  in- 
solvency.' _ 

Mr. Tl BB.^TTS  said  he  was  not  very  well  k-    • 
quainted  with   the  laws  of  the  District;  but  lie 
would  ask  how  it  happened  that  two  pcrsoDB  had 
been  sold  in  the  District,' 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said  he  was  not  aware  of  the 
existence  of  any  la\»  by  which  lliis  could  be 
done.  . ,      ,      ^ 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  said  he  would  refer  the  gen- 
tleman to  the  law  on  the  subject.  He  »entlhe 
statute  to  the  Clerk  to  be  read;  and  it  was  mi. 
Mr.  ATKINSON  said  the  statute  Just  read  bid 
no  relevancy  to  the  point  in  issue.  It  refemd 
only  to  blacks— a  subject  on  which  the  ijnnd  of 
the  gentleman  seemed  constantly  to  dwell.  The 
gentleman  reminded  him  of  a  young  lady  whoK 
thoughts  were  fixed  upon  matrimony— contrary 
to  the  habius  of  ladies  generally,  he  supposed— 
and  the  gentleman  who  sat  beside  her  rcraarked 
that  the  evening  was  cloudy.  "  Why  sir,  she 
said,  "just  as  papa  pleases;  if  he  ja  willingji 
am."  The  great  question  now  was,  as  to  the 
right  of  property.  He  had  kn«wn,  tn  his  own 
State,  a  man  to  remain  incarcerated  for  twrive 
months  for  a  debt  which  he  was  able  to  pay  i*n 
times  over;  and  being  able  to  pay,  there  was  no 
hardship  whateveriii  permitlinghis  iinprisonmeBl 
so  long  as  he  refused  to  surrender  his  property- 
He  did  not  |*opose  that  they  should  sciitoiBBn 
and  sell  him;  but  that  he  might  be  taken  in  exe- 
cution, unless  he  would  .<iiirrender  bis  property. 
In  such  ca.»e  he  would  not  be  compelled  to  renam 
in  prison  one  sincle  hour. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  said  he  would  prefer  that  Ike 
vote  should  be  taken,  for  he  was  anxious  ihaiue 
business  should  progiess  as  spcedilyaspowhlf; 
he  would  therefore  refrain  from  detaiiUDg  I" 
committee  with  any  remarks.  j__i 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  thcamendmew; 
and  it  was  decided  in  the  nengative.  ^^ 

Mr.  BELSER  proposed  the  following  aiB«»*- 
menls: 

Strike  out  all  after  llic  word  "  Cedumbin."  In  the  !•«» 
line,  down  to  "discharged,"  in  the  thirleeuUl  loie."" 
insen  the  following: 
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"  Unliwa  the  parly  ilcslrhi:  m  holil  n'loUier  lo  bnil  shall 
fiti-x  make  an  nltitJavii,  in  wrjtina,  bt'Cnri'  some  cnin|K'lrnt 
oulhiinty,  whirh  sliall  Ui^rtU-cl  Willi  On'  iiapiTs  in  ihi'c.iuse, 
statute  ihe  nnii>unt  owiiij  t»>  tilni  by  bninl,  nole^  or  open 
Mcouiil.  or  aj<  !lip  casi'  may  be,  uller  allowing  lo  him  all 
Ju^t  fcl-oiti  ntiil  thatthe  |MT.<nn  thiH  indebted  to  him  is  a 
resident  ol' the  Dnitricl  ol  Columbia,  and  thai  he  iias  fraud- 
ulently witliheUi  his  nione>  4)r  etJccts  or  pmperty  from  tiic 
payment  ol'nis  ju.«t  debt:* ;  and  any  person  thus  held  to  bail, 
under  tills  aet,  may  diseliarse  liim-'eirfnim  arrest,  by  mak- 
in<!  nifidavit,  beliire  some  comp.-tentatitliorlty,n-hieli  shall 
likewise  h.r  filed  Willi  Lite  pajiers  in  the  euuse,  slating  that 
he  has  no  eireel-*  In  nioaey.  pood<,  or  otiler  property,  altove 
filty  dollars.  In  his  |Kissessioii,  or  in  tlie'  possession  or  any 
other  itorKon,  subject  lo  his  control,  and  to  the  payment  of 
Ills  ilcbt>." 

And  the  fuilowing,  to  come  in  as  a  proviso  at 
the  end  u(  the  bill: 

Jitvt  protiiled  further^  That  so  much  of  this  »et  as  pro- 
vides for  Imprlsoiimi'nt  by  final  process  i'liatl  not  apfily  to 
ijun  resident  delendants,  who  did  not  reside  in  the  District 
ol  L'tdiiiiibia  at  tile  time  that  tlie  original  4ebt  was  con- 
iructed. 

Mr.  B.  was  op|josci],ns  inticli  ns any  man  was, 
lo  iiiipri^joiiiiieiit  for  debt,  but  hi;  was  nut  disposed 
to  Itcciise  a  debtor  lo  defraud  his  ci'oditor.  lie 
would  have  tlicm  bulii  placed  upon  uii  equality, 
as  far  os  this  could  be  accoinplislied, 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  made  some  observations  in 
opposition  lo  the  amendments;  after  which 

Mr.  BELSER  consented  10  withdraw  the  amend- 
ments. 

Mr.  RATHBUN  offered  an  amendment  strik- 
ing out  the  word  "  civil,"  and  inserting  after  the 
word  "actions"  the  words  "arising  from  con- 
tracts expressed  or  implied,  except  contracts  of 
marriage  or  debts  fraudulently  contracted." 

Mr. 'CAMPBELL  suggested  that  the  amend- 
ment was  nut  in  order,  being  in  substance  the 
same  that  was  olFired  by  the  gentleman's  col- 
league, (Mr.  Fish.) 

The  CHAIRMAN  said  the  amendment  was 
not  in  order. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  oflercd  an  amend- 
ment sinking  out  all  after  the  enacting  clause  and 
inseriing  the  words  "  all  laws  now  in  force  in  the 
District  of  Columbia  authorizing  the  imprison- 
mciii  for  debt  are  liiTeby  repealetJ." 

Mr.  RATHBUiN  said  he  should  prefer  that 
amendment  to  the  bill  as  it  now  stood.  Civil 
Hclioiia  embraced  actions  for  assault  and  b.ittery, 
Irovcr.iinU  other  wrongsdonetopersonsand  prop- 
erty; and  he  was  nut  fur  abolishing  imprisonment 
for  such  wrong.s.  lie  was  willing  to  abolish  im- 
prisonment for  debt,  but  not  to  relieve  a  man  from 
imprisonment  who  coniini  .->  a  wrong  on  persons 
or  properly.  Iinpri-suninint  for  debt  was  abol- 
ished ill  must  of  the  Stales,  but  in  none  of  them 
was  imprisonment  abolished  for  wrongs  done  lo 
persons  or  properly. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  offered  an  amendment  pro- 
viding that  hereafter  no  female  shall  be  impris- 
oned for  debt. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  said  he  had  no  objection  to 
tlie  amendment,  but  there  was  already  a  law  ex- 
i.siing  which  exempted  females  from  imprison- 
ment fur  debt. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  amend 
the  amendment  by  addingr"  nor  shall  any  oilier 
person  be  imprisoned  on  any  debt  contracted  out 
of  the  limits  of  ilie  District. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  ATKINSON 
in  opposition  tu  the  amendment,  it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  offered  an  amendment  pro- 
viding that  no  person  shall  be  imprisoned  under 
the  pretense  of  being  a  fugitive  slave,  provided  that 
iiuthiiig  herein  shall  be  so  cuiistrueil  as  lo  repeal 
the  act  of  1793,  in  relation  to  the  arrest  of  lugi- 
tives  from  iusl lee  and  fugitives  frtnn  labor. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  appealed  to  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  to  wiihdraw  his  amendment.  This  bill 
was  the  nearest  approach  to  abolishing  impiison- 
ment  for  debt,  aiitj  was  in  accordance  with  the 
feelings  of  humanity;  and  he  hoped  the  gentle- 
man would  reserve  his  amendment  for  the  bill  in 
relation  to  that  subject  when  it  aime  up. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  declined  withdrawing  his 
amendment.  He  was  willing,  in  accordance  with 
the  feelings  of  humanily,  to  abolish  imprisoment 
for  debt;  but  the  principle  involved  ill  his  amend- 
ment was  equally  in  accordance  with  humanity. 

Messrs.  SAUNDERS,  GIDDINGS,  and  AT- 
KINSON, entered  into  some  explanations. 

Mr:  ATKINSON  wi»s  opposed  to  a  provision 
which  would  forbid  the  arrest  of  his  fugitive 
slave  if  he  should  fly  to  the  District  of  Columbia. 


Mr.  WRIGHT,  of  Indiana,  and  Mr.  SAUN- 
DERS continued  the  de'balc. 

Mr.  STEWART,  of  Pennsylvania,  entreated 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  to  withdraw  his  amend- 
ment, and  allow  the  business  to  proceed. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  did  not  comply. 

The  amendment  was  then  negatived. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  called  for  a  division;  and  thir- 
teen only  voted  in  the  atrirmalive. 

Mr.  G.  insisted  on  the  negative  being  taken; 
and  on  a  count  ihe  Chairman  announced  eighty- 
one  in  the  negative,  no  tiuorum  voting. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  ii.sKed  that  the  messenger 
be  sent  to  the  post  office  to  call  the  members  In. 

Mr.  WELLER  objected  to  any  proceedings 
without  a  quorum. 

The  committee  accordingly  rose;  and  the  Chair- 
man reported  lo  the  House  that  thecommiltee  had 
found  itself  without  a  quorum. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  moved  a  call  of  the  House. 

Mr.  STEENROD  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
thereon;  and  they  were  ordered;  and  being  taken, 
were — yeas  81,  nays  52. 

So  the  call  was  ordered. 

Mr.  PARMENTER  moved  that  itll  further 
proceedings  in  the  call  be  dispensed  with.  ^ 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HAMMETT,  the  House 
again  resolved  itself  into  the  Committee  of  ihe 
Whole  on  the  slate  of  the  Union,  and  proceeded 
with  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  abolish- 
ment of  imprisonment  for  debt. 

The  penaing  question  being  on  the  amendment 
proposed  by  Mr.  Giddings, 

The  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  negative. 

No  further  amendment  being  proposed,  the  bill 
was  laid  aside,  to  bo  reported  lo  the  House. 

CHARTER  FOR  WASIII.NOTON. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  moved  that  the  committee 
lake  up  the  bill  lo  amend  the  act  incorporating 
the  inhabitants  of  thi'  city  of  Washing^on. 

Mr.  KIRKPATRICK  moved,  as  an  amend- 
ment, that  the  bill  for  repairing  Pennsylvania 
avenue  be  taken  up. 

Thequeslion  was  first  taken  on  Mr.  Campbell's 
motion;  ond  it  was  decided  afHrmalively — yeas 
C2,  nays  56. 

Mr.  WINTIIROP  suggested  that  the  bill  be 
read  by  sections. 

The  first  section  having  been  read, 

Mr.  CHILTON  proposed  a  substitute  for  the 
whole  bill.  It  embodieiL  precisely  the  same  prin- 
ciples in  smaller  "space. 

Mr.  PAYNE  remarked  that,  if  the  bills  were 
the  same,  he  could  see  no  necessity  for  substitut- 
ing one  for  the  other. 

Mr.  McC.\USLEN  said  there  hod  been  two 
bills  prepared  in  convention  of  the  citizens.  One 
was  called  emphatically  the  people's  bill;  that  one 
he  desired  should  be  substituted  for  the  one  before 
the  committee,  in  case  any  substitution  was  made. 

Mr.  CHILTON  moved  as  a  substitute  the 
charter  agreed  on  nt  the  convention  of  city  dele- 
gati^s  chosen  to  consider  the  subject.      • 

Mr.  WELLER  suggested  that  it  was  not  in 
order  to  move  a  substitute  till  the  bill  reported  by 
the  committee  had  been  read  through. 

Mr.  VINTON  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
bill. 

The  Clerk  commenced  reading  the  bill. 

DISTRICT  BANKS. 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  by  Mr.  Dickins, 
their  Secretary, slated  that  that  body  had  passed 
a  bill  to  recharler  the  banks  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  and  asked  the  concurrence  of  the 
House. 

The  SPEAKER  having  taken  the  chair,  the 
bill  was  read  Isvice. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  moved  to  refer  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of  the  Union, 
and  to  print  it. 

Mr.  WELLER  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SU.VIMERS  said  if  that  motion  was  per- 
sisted in,  he  should  move  a  call  of  the  House. 

Mr.  WELLER  said  the  motion  would  unques- 
tionably be  persisted  in.  He  understood  thai  bill 
very  well. 

Mr.  SUMMERS  then  moved  a  call  of  the 
House;  which  motion  was  negatived — ayes  44, 
noes  ~'2. 

Pending  the  above  question, 


Mr.  KENNEDY,  of  Maryland,  asked  if  this 
proceeding  was  in  order  while  the  House  was  in 
committee.' 

The  SPEAKER  considered  the  proceeding  ir- 
regular; but  it  was  understood  to  be  by  general 
consent.  The  Chair  suggested  that  the  proceed- 
ings be  suspended,  and  that  the  House  again 
resolve  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Me.ssrs.  CAMPBELL  and  WELLER,  by 
agreement,  withdrew  their  motions. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  moved  that  the  bill  be 
printed. 

Mr.  C.JOHNSON  said  that  if  any  motion  was 
entertained,  he  would  renew  the  motion  lo  lay  the 
bill  on  the  table.  The  bill  must  be  considered  as 
if  it  just  came  from  the  Senate,  and  no  action  had 
taken  place  on  it.  He  would,  however,  agree  to 
hoving  the  bill  referred  to  the  Committee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

After  some  further  conversation. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  VINTON,  the  House 
adjourned. 


The  following  petitions,  presented  to-day,  were  Iianded 
to  the  reporters  liy  tile  members  presenting  them  : 

By  Mr.  IIOPKIN.S :  The  petition  of  James  B.  Crabtree 
and  seventy-one  oliiers,  eitixens  of  Smyth  county,  in  the 
State  of  Virginia,  praying  for  the  establishment  of  ccrtaia 
mail  routes. 

By  Mr.  tVENTWORTH  :  The  petition  of  the  members 
of  the  bar  in  Kane  eniiiity,  Illinois,  for  establishing  a  new 
district  for  tin*  United  States  courts  in  Illinois,  said  courts 
to  be  held  at  Cliieogo;  wlilch  was  referred  to  tiic  Coiumlt- 
tee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Also,  the  petition  for  a  mail  route  frotn  Blue  Island,  via 
Bachelor's  Grove  and  Iladlcy,  lo  Juliet;  tlic  petition  for  a 
mail  route  I'roin  Ilelvldere  to  lloscoe ;  the  petition  for  a 
mail  route  from  \apiervllle,  in  Dupage  county,  via  Oswe- 
go, Yorkville,  and  Newark,  to  Ottowa, InLas'allc  county; 
which  were  referred  lo  the  ('ommiltee  on  the  Post  OlBce 
anil  Post  Ronds. 

Mr.  VV.  culled  up  tlie  papers  of  Jared  Buckingham  frnra 
the  hies  of  the  Conimittce  on  Pensions,  for  the  session  of 
IBJ&'-a?,  and  h'Od  tJiein  referred  to  Uie  present  Pension  Com- 
mittecc. 

By.  Mr.  THOMPSON :  The  petition  of  John  Gilleylen.of 
Monroe  comity,  .Mississippi,  praying  to  be  refuiidetj  a  sum 
of  money  for  a  certain  tract  of  land  in  said  State,  whlctl 
was  not  subject  to  entry,  and  for  which  he  can  obtain  no 
patent ;  which  wag  referred  to  tiie  Coniinlttee  on  Public 
Lands. 

By  Mr.  DAWSON  :  The  peliUon  of  the  heirs  and  legal 
representatives  of  J.  R.  Granger,  for  eontirmalion  of  title 
to  eiglit  hundred  arpents  of  land  on  Bayou  Plaqneuiine 
Brule,  In  the  county  of  Opeloiisas,  Louisiana. 

By  Mr.  HOGE:  The  petition  of  John  Miller,  Oliver 
VVhitaker,  and  twenty-one  others,  cltitens  of  Stark  coun- 
ty. In  tlie  State  of  Illinois,  praylnf  tlie  establishment  of  a 
mail  route  from  Peoria,  in  tlie  county  of  Peoria,  via  Mount 
Ilawley.  Princcville,  Wyoming.  I'oulon,  WeUiersfield, 
Canibritfge,  Gencseo.  Slinron.aiid  Crandell's  Ferry,  to  Ful- 
ton City,  In  Whiteside  county,  in  said  State  of  Illinois; 
the  petition  of  Joliii  Finley  and  twenty-five  others,  citizens 
of  Stark  county,  in  the  Suite  of  Illinois,  asking  for  a  mail 
route  from  Peoria,  In  tliccounty  of  Peoria,  via  Mount  Haw- 
ley,  Princeville,  Toulon,  Wetliersfield,  Cambridge,  Gen- 
esee, Sharon,  and  Oandell's  Ferry,  to  Fulton  City,  in 
Whiteside  county,  in  said  State  of  Illinois  ;  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
lluads. 

IN  SENATE. 
Tuesday,  May  14,  1844. 

Mr.  SEMPLE  presented  a  memorial  from  Rob- 
ert Marrow,  and  sundry  othercitizens  of  Illinois, 
praying  for  the  establishment  of  a  national  armory 
at  Massac,  in  that  Slate;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  FAIRFIELD  presented  a  petition  from 
Billy  Brown,  a  colored  man,  and  citizen  of  tho 
United  Slates,  now  residing  at  Portland,  Maine, 
representing  thai  he  served  during  the  war  on 
board  the  American  ship  Alliance,  and  was 
wounded  in  the  action  between  that  vessel  and 
L'lnsurgenl,  and  prays  Congress  to  grant  him 
a  pension;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Pensions. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  a  petition  from  Eras- 
lus  Miller  and  others,  of  Albany,  New  York, 
praying  that  a  law  may  be  passed  authorizing 
the  President  of  the  United  Stales  to  commute 
the  sentence  of  David  Babe,  alias  William  Brown, 
condemned  to  be  hung  for  an  alleged  act  of  piracy 
or  murder;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  WHITE  presented- a  remonstrance  from 
sundry  citizens  of  Wayne  county,  Indiana,  with- 
out distinction  of  parly,  against  the  annexation 
of  Texas  to  the  United  States;  which  was  referred 
lo  the  Commitle  on  Foreign  Relations 

Mr.  RIVES  presented^a  memorial  from  citi- 
zens of  Albemarle  county,  Virginia,  remonstrat- 
ing against  any  change  of  the  existing  tariff  until 
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nee  had  demonstrated  that  an  alteration 
of  Its  provisions  was  necessary:  also,  a  memorial 
of  the  same  character  from  Fluvanna  county, 
Virginia;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance. 

NOTICE  OF  A  BILL. 

Mr.  BREESE  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on 
to-morrow,  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  grant  to 
the  Slates  of  Indiana  and  Illinois  a  portion  of  the 
unsold  lands  in  the  Vinccnnes  land  district,  for 
the  completion  of  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal. 
REl'ORTS  FKOM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  DAYTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  made  anad  verse  report  on  the  petition 
of  Robert  Maguire,  praying  remuneration  for, 
losses  sustained,  and  injuries  received  by  him, 
while  in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States, 
during  the  late  war;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table,  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  TAPPAN,  from  the  Committee  on  Pri- 
TnieLand  Claims, reported  back,without  amend- 
ment, and  with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass, 
the  bill  from  the  House  for  the  relief  of  John 
Miller. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  was  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  memorial  of  Robert 
Mills,  praying  for  an  examination  of  the  plan  de- 
vised by  him  for  facilitating  Irigonometrical  sur- 
veys; and  it  was  referred  to  tlte  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

Mr.  SIMMONS,  from  the  Committee  on  Print- 
ing, reported  in  favor  of  printing  the  eight  maps 
accompanying  the  plan  for  improving  the  Ohio 
river  at  the  falls. 

Mr.  SEVIER  opposed  the  printing  of  these 
maps  as  involving  a  useless  expenditure  of 
money. 

Messrs.  SIMMONS  and  MOREHEAD  advo- 
cated the  printing  of  those  maps  on  the  ground 
that  tliey  were  necessary  to  elucidate  the  report 
of  the  engineer  department,  called  for  by  Con- 
gress. 

Mr.  WHITE  desired  to  examine  into  the  char- 
acter of  the  plats  proposed  to  be  printed;  and  with 
that  view,  on  his  motion,  the  subject  was  laid  on 
the  table  till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  SIMMONS,  from  the  Committee  on  Print- 
ing, inlroductd  the  following  resolution: 

Resolvedj  That  fiftecif  liuiidrrd  copies  be  ordered  lobe 
prinlerl  for  the  use  of  tlie  Senate,  of  ihe  report  eoataiaing 
an  account  of  the  changes  and  niodlficaltoa  of  ttie  eoni- 
incrcial  i*y*tem  of  oUier  aatious,  coniiiiunieiUed  to  Con- 
gress lit  Decomttcr  Inst,  by  the  .Sccrcuirv  of  Stale,  in  com- 
pliance wiUi  Uie  aet  ol  Confrross  of  August  16,  1842. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SEVIER,  it  was  laid  on  the 
table  for  examination. 

Mr.  WALKER,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  which  had  been  leferred  the  subject 
of  legulating  the  offenses  committed  on  the  hi;;h 
seas  according  to  their  degree  of  criminality,  le- 
ported  a  bill  supplementary  to  an  act  entitled 
"  An  act  to  continue  in  force  an  act  to  protccttbe 
coininercc  of  the  United  States,  and  punish  the 
crime  of  piracy,  and  also  to  make  further  pro- 
vision for  the  punishment  of  the  crime  of  pii-acy," 
passed  May  15,  IS:JO;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  BARROW,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Henry  Smith,  of  Sweetwater,  praying  peimis.sion 
to  bring  certain  slaves  from  Texas  into  th^  Uni- 
ted States,  reported  a  bill  for  the  lelief  of  persons 
residing  witiun  the  reputed  limits  of  the  States  of 
Arkansas  and  Louisiana,  beyond  the  boundary 
line  between  the  United  Stales  and  the  Republic 
of  Texas,  as  established  by  the  commissioners 
appointed  to  ascertain  the  same;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  a  second  reading.  I 

Mr.  SEVIER  guye  notice  that  he  would  Call  ! 
this  bill  up  for  consideration   to-morrow,  or,  at 
least,  to  have  a  vote  taken  upon  it. 

ADVERSE  REl'ORTS. 
Several  adverse  reports  of  the  standing  com- 
mittees on  private  claims  were  taken  up  and  con- 
curred in  by  the  Senate. 

SCIIOONEH  ORAMPCS. 
The  bill  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
widows  and  orphans  of  the  officers,  seamen,  and 
marines,  who  were  lost  on  board  of  the  United 
Slates  schooner  Grampus,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 


SOLICITOR  OF  GENERAL  LAND  OFFICE. 

The  bill  to  amend  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to 
reorganize  the  General  Land  Office,"  (being  a  bill 
to  abolish  the  otlice  of  the  Solicitor  of  the  General 
Land  Office,)  was  taken  up  for  consideration,  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  tnoved  to  amend  the  bill  bv 
striking  out  the  words  "  the  passage  of  this  act, 
and  to  insert  the  words  '*  the  adjtiurnment  of  the 
present  session  of  Congress;"so  that  the  bill  shall 
not  go  into  effect  until  after  the  adjournment  of 
the  present  session  of  Congress.  Mr.  H.  said  his 
object  was  that,  in  being  called  upon  to  vote  for 
the  bill,  he  should  not  be  called  upon  to  legislate 
an  individual  out  of  office. 

Mr.WOODBRIDGEremarkedthatthcamend- 
ment  was  a  subject  of  no  strong  objection.  But 
with  regard  to  the  objection  of  the  Senator  from 
North  Carolina,  to  legislating  an  individual  out 
of  office,  he  would  only  say  that  the  term  for 
which  the  present  incumbent  was  appointed  had 
expired  long  ago.  He  preferred  that  the  amend- 
ment should  not  prevail. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  remarked  thatsome slight 
opportunities  which  he  had  had  of  observing  the 
cities  of  this  office  had  induced  him  to  doubt  the 
propriety  of  its  abolition.  It  might  have  been 
renderea  very  useless;  he  did  not  deny  llint.  The 
most  important  offices  under  the  Government 
might  be  rendered  useless  by  incompetent  offi- 
cers. He  did  not  pretend  to  say  whether  this  had 
been  the  case  in  regard  to  the  office  of  Solicitor  to 
the  General  Land  Office;  but  he  was  sure  that  if 
it  had  failed  at  all,  it  was  not  because  the  office 
was  not  a  necessary  one,  but  because  the  officer 
had  not  been  competent,  or  had'  not  properly  dis- 
charged his  duty.  A  very  short  experience  in 
the  office  of  Attorney  General  had  satisfied  him 
that  this  office  was  one  of  great  utility;  that  even 
with  the  assistance  of  this  officer,  the  Attorney 
General  was  burdened  with  so  much  business  that 
it  was  impossible  for  him  to  pay  a  due  regard  to 
all  the  arduous  duties  of  his  office.  In  fact,  no 
officer  was  so  necessary  an  auxiliary  to  the  Attor- 
ney General  as  the  Solicitor  of  the  Land  Office; 
and  he  thought  that  every  man  who  looked  into 
the  duties  of  this  officer  would  be  fully  persuaded 
thatniany  difficultand  perplexing  questions  arose; 
questions  beyond  the  competency  of  the  ordinary 
clerks,  and  beyond  the  legal  competency  of  an 
otherwise  very  competent  Commissioner  of  the 
Land  Office. 

The  most  perplexing  questions  arose  in  regard 
to  the  purcha.se  and  stipulations  concerning  the 
Indian  titles  of  lands,  especially  where  transfers 
were  made  from  one  individual  to  another.  Com- 
plicated questions  of  this  kind,  between  the  trans- 
ferers and  transferees,  arose,  which  were  to  be 
judged  by  sonic  officer  of  the  Government;  and 
if  the  Attorney  General  attended  ever  so  perfectly 
to  the  higher  duties  of  his  station,  he  could  not 
pay  due  attention  to  all  these.  With  every  dis- 
position to  abolish  needless  offices,  he  could  not 
consider  this  of  that  character.  There  might  have 
been  needless  officers  in  it;  but  that  did  not  ren- 
der the  o^ce  it.self  a  sinecure.  If  a  search  were 
made  there  could  be  found  many  useful  offices, 
against  which  the  same  complaints,  as  to  those 
conducting  them,  could  be  made.  A  proposition 
was  now  made  to  abolish  this  office.  He  consid- 
ered it  a  necessary  office,  jnd  one  which  ought  to 
be  retained. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE,  in  reply  to  the  remarks 
of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Critten- 
DEV,]  said  he  was  decidedly  of  opinion  that  there 
was  nothing  more  fatal  to  the  prosperity  of  the 
country  than  an  inefficient  di.<!chnrge  of  the  duties 
of  the  General  Land  Office.  These  questions  of 
title  were  subject  to  great  difficulties;  and  such 
were  the  imperfections  of  language,  that  it  was 
an  extremely  arduous  matter  to  put  a  proper  con- 
struction upon  them.  They  should  be  investi- 
gated with  great  caution;  and  all  the  necessary 
guards  adopted  for  the  attainment  of  the  desired 
object.  The  committee,  however,  could  do  noth- 
ing more  than  they  had  done.  It  waffsinted  that 
this  office  was  a  mere  sinecure;  that,  after  seven 
years'  experienci;,  it  was  found  that  no  good  had 
grown  out  of  it,  but  evil  rather  than  good.  While 
he  attested  the  high  importance  of  ihe  office,  he 
could  not  counli'iiance  the  continuance  of  it,  un- 
less the  Land  Office  system  was  materially  modi- 
fied. The  office  might  be  retained;  but  it  should 
not  be  retained  unless  that  department  was  reor- 


ganized. Experience  was  better  than  all  reasoning 
in  this  matter.  The  office,  for  a  long  time,  baa 
been  utterly  useless,  and  had  produced  confusion 
instead  of  good.  However,  he  had  no  feeling  in 
the  matter  one  way  or  another;  and  it  was  only 
because  it  devolved  upon  him,  in  the  performance 
of  his  duty,  that  he  had  stated  the  grounds  of  bis 
objections. 

Mr.  BARROW  did  not  intend  to  detain  the 
Senate  by  saying  anything  upon  this  subject, 
having  said  all  he  had  to  say  when  the  bUl  was 
up  heretofore.  .  He  only  now  rose  for  the  pur- 
pose of  asking  Ihe  Senator  from  New  Hampsdirc, 
[Mr.  WooDBtRT,!  who  had  filled  the  office  of 
Secretary  of  the  1  rea.iury  for  some  time,  to  state 
to  the  Senate  his  views  upon  the  subject.  When 
he  had  the  honorof  addressing  the  Soiiale  before, 
he  stated,  as  his  opinion,  that  the  Attorney  Gen- 
eral of  the  United  States,  and  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  had  no  time  to  investigate  the  several 
cases  which  came  up.  He  was  gratified  to  find  that 
he  had  been  seconiied  in  his  views  concerning  the 
duties  of  the  Attorney  General  by  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  [Mr.CRiTTENDF.v;]  and  he  asked 
the  Senator  from. New  Hampshire  [Mr.  WOO0- 
burt]  to  give  his  views  to  the  Senat«  upon  that 
point  relating  to  the  assistance  derived  from  thst 
officer  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  sucli 
other  points  as  the  subject  might  suggest. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  said  that,  as  his  experience 
had  been  appealed  to  by  the  Senator  from  Louis- 
iana, [Mr.  Barrow,]  he  would  remark  that,  id- 
though  the  opinion  of  the  present  Commissioner 
of  the  Land  Office  and  of  the  Secretary  of  tlie 
Treasury  was  in  favor  of  the  abolition  of  the  office, 
he  could  say  that  his  own  experience,  from  the 
year  1834  to  the  year  1839,  satisfied  him  that,  91 
that  time,  the  immense  quantity  of  business  in  the 
Land  Office  rendered  the  office  ofSolicitor  not  only 
necessary  and  pro|)er,  but,  in  the  hands  of  the  very 
able  western  lawyers  who  had  administered  it, 
particularly  useful  and  efficient.  During  the  first 
porlion  of  that  period,  the  late  Senator  from  Illi- 
nois (Mr.  McRoberts)  was  the  incumbent,  and 
subsequently  nnolher  very  eminent  lawyer;  snd 
so  satisfactorily  did  they  investigate  i' 
ferred  to  them,  that  in  most  instanc 

ions  were  concurred  in  by  the  Depaitu.    - 

Commissioner  of  the  Land  Office,  who  was  the 
first  investigator  of  cases  of  reference,  was  not  of 
necessity  a  lawyer;  and  such  was  the  importance 
and  the  intricacies  of  the  questions,  that  the  claim- 
ants, not  satisfied  with  his  opinion,  even  if  he 
were  a  lawyer,  appealed  from  his  decision  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  and  even  if  he  werr» 
lawyer,  and  gave  his  opinion  against  them,  ihty 
appealed  to  the  President  of  the  United  Si.'itcs, 
looking  to  the  decision  of  the  Attorney  Genersl 
as  the  last  resort.  It  seemed  to  be  extrcnifly 
necessary,  therefore,  that  there  should  be  an  of- 
ficer in  the  Department  whose  exclusive  duty  it 
should  be  to  examine  into  these  questions  of  mi?. 
He  had  no  doubt  that,  in  the  hands  of  an  efficient 
western  lawyer,  well  acquainted  with  the  land 
claims,  and  the  laws  by  which  they  are  gov  ■■  ' 
the  office  would  be  found  of  very  great  1 
ance  and  value  to  th*?  Government.  As  " 
person  in  whose  hands  it  had  been  when  the  Com- 
missioner and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  came 
to  their  decision  as  to  the  capability  of  the  indi- 
vidual, or  whether  the  office  had  been  renil' rid 
nugatory  bjhis  incompetency, he  knewnoihing, 
and  therefore  could  express  no  opinion,  not  being 
acquainted  with  the  circumstances  of  the  case. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  inquired  of  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  New  Hampshire  [Mr.  Woodsirt] 
whether,  when  at  the  head  of  the  Tr  ■  " 

parlment;  he  was  obliged  to  refer  to  ■ 
General  for  his  opinion  ?    The  office 
to  the  General  Land  Office  was  worse  than  ait- 
less;   and   he  was  decidedly  of  opinion   that  ;: 
ought  to  be  abolished. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  wished  to  make  a  single 
statement.  He  thought  his  friend  from  Louisiana 
could  not  have  hud  much  experience  in  relation 
to  this  matter.  The  Attorney  General  f  rmrd  hi' 
opinion  upon  a  stjiiementof  facts  inv 
the  Solicitor.     What  mere  clerk  wa 
to  investigate  this  statement  of  facta  -      1 
torney  General  was  not  obliged  to  loi>k  inl> 
but  it  was   upon   the  statement  of  facts  n\ 
him  that  he  formed  his  o|iinion.  It  was  notapari 
of  his  duty  to  go  into  the  facts  tliemselvcs.   And 
so  the  Commissioner  of  the   Land  Office  w»» 
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^equally  incnmpclent  to  attend  to  this  duty  if  he 
*pnid  proper  atlentioii  to  the  other  duties  of  his 
station.  He  might  be  a  very  excellent  Commis- 
sioner without  hiMiig  rn  able  lawyer.  It  required 
on  al)le  lawyer  to  perform  this  duty  of  Solicitor. 
He  believed  hia  salary  whs  much  less  than  that 
of  thg  Solicitor  of  thr'  Treasury. 

Mr.  POUTER  said  from  his  seat,  81,500  less. 
One  got  *."), 511(1  a  year;  the  other  $2,000. 

Air.  JOHNSON  would  respectfully  nsk  the 
Senator  from  New  Hampshire  [Mr.  WooDBtJRT] 
whether  thr  duties  of  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treas- 
ury were  such  as  that  these  questions  mi-'ht  be 
referred  to  him.'  •  ° 

Mr.  WOODIJURY  replied  thatlhc  Solicitor  of 
the  Treasury  was  not  a  western  man;  and  it  was 
utterly  impo.ssible  for  any  but  a  lawyer,  profes- 
sionally educaiud  in  the  West  among  those  titles, 
to  become  qualified  to  decide  upon  claims  involv- 
ing difficult  quesiioiis,  such  as  occurred. 

Mr.  HUiNTINGTONsaid  he  had  no  personal 
knowledge  upon  this  subject;  and  he  relied  upon 
the  information  of  those  who  were  conversant 
with  it.  There  was  before  the  Senate  proof  that 
these  land  claims  were  constantly  before  the  Gov- 
ernment; that  they  involved  questions  of  great 
moment;  and  that  the  Attorney  General  could 
not  go  into  the  titles  to  them  all.  There  wasniso 
the  testimony  of  the  former  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  whose  opinion  was  of  great  weight. 
It  was  proposed,  and  this  bill  provided,  that  the 
duties  of  this  office,  which  were  nov/  performed 
by  the  Solicitor,  should  be  performed  by  the  Re- 
corder, or  such  other  person  as  the  Commissioner 
of  the  Land  Office  should  designate.  Why  do 
this.'  If  the  office  of  Solicitor  was  not  wanted, 
and  there  was  to  be  no  inquiry  into  these  mat- 
ters, why  not  strike  that  provision  from  the  bill 
ultogelher?  Why  put  an  officer  of  this  griide 
in,  to  fulfill  his  own  duties  and  the  duties  of  Soli- 
citor.' He  questioned  whether  we  should  not  soon 
be  called  upon  to  make  an  appropriation.  Sup- 
pose the  Recorder  performed  the  dnliesofSolicitoV: 
would  he  not  have  to  be  paid  for  his  extra  duties.' 
By  and  by  Congress  would  be  called  upon  lo 
make  an  appropriation;  unless,  indeed,  persons 
were  employed  who  were  mere  clerks,  and  who 
were  not  capable  of  performing  the  duly.  It  was 
much  more  advisable  and  expedient  that  the  duties 
should  be  performed,  as  heretofore,  by  some  per- 
son in  whom  the  public  had  confidence. 

The di.scussion  was furthercontinued  by  Messrs. 
SEVIliR,  BREESE,  JOHNSON,  and  WOOD- 
BRIDGE,  who  maintained  that  the  office  was 
now  a  perfect  sinecure,  and  should  be  abolished; 
and  by  Messrs.  CRITTENDEN  and  WOOD- 
BURY in  opposition  to  the  bill,  maintaining  that 
the  office  was  necessary;  and  that  it  was  an 
important  office  if  it  was  filled  by  a  competent 
person. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD 
could  not  vote  for  the 
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gave  his  reasons  why  he 
bill  in  its  present  shape — 


I 

o 

I  el 
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shape- 
raaintainingthat,aUhough  Congress  had  the  right 
to  abolish  the  office,  it  could  not  legislate  a  man 
out  of  office.  He  argued  that  this  bill  was  one 
merely  to  legislate  A  B  out  of  office,  and  to  con- 
fer bis  duties  upon  some  other  individual.  He 
would  vole  for  the  bill,  if  it  was  amended;  if  it 
was  not  amended,  he  would  not  vote  for  it,  be- 
cause he  could  not  do  so  without  violating  his 
conscience. 

Tlic  question  was  ihen  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment; and  it  was  rejected. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  back  to  the  Senate, 
withoutamendment;  and  the. question  being  on  its 
engrossment, 

Mr.  ATHERTON  observed  that,  having  sub- 
mitted the  resolution  upon  which  this  bill  is  found- 
ed, he  would  very  briefly  state  that  it  arose  from 
n  conviction  that  the  office  of  Solicittir  of  the 
Land  Office  was  no  longer  necessary.  The  com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Representatives  bad,  last 
Congress,  reported  that  the  office  was  useless  and 
ought  to  be  abolished.  Whether  a  bill  to  that 
effect  had  or  had  not  been  acted  on  by  the  House 
he  did  not  know;  but  sufficient  grounds  were  ad- 
duced in  the  committee's  report  to  satisfy  him 
jthat  the  conclusion  at  which  it  arrived  was  cor- 
rect, and  that  the  public  service  could  suffer  no 
""etriment  by  abolishing  the  office.  He  was  in- 
uced  to  introduce  the  resolution  because  theoffice, 
at  the  lime,  was  vacant,  the  Senate  having  rejected 
the  nomination  of  the  person  appointed  during  the 
ecess.  The  office, after  that  rejection,  was,  to  all 


intentsandpurposes, vacant.  Thcquestion, there- 
fore, could  not  arise  of  legislating  a  man  out  of 
office;  for  it  was  merely  a  question  of  abolishing 
a  vacant  office.  Tlje  resolution  having  been  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  that 
committee,  through  a  comijiunicalion  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  received  a  letter  from 
the  Commissioner  of  Public  Lands,  giving  the 
most  satisfactory  reasons  for  the  propo.sed  aboli- 
tion, and  showing  that  the  duties  of  the  office 
could  be  performed  by  his  clerks  without  aiig- 
menlalion.  The  committee,  in  conformity  wiTh 
this  evidence,  reported  the  presen  t  bill  with  a  strong 
recommenJutioi)  in  its  favor.  It  w.is  vei>y  wen 
known  that,  from  time  lo  time,  incessant  applica- 
tions were  pouring  into  Congress  from  the  Exec- 
utive Departments,  calling  for  additional  clerks  and 
officers  to  transact  the  public  business;  but  he 
believed  this  was  the  first  instance  on  record  of 
one  of  the  Dejiartnients  recommending  the  aboli- 
tion of  an  office.  It  would  be  strange  indeed  if 
Congress,  which  had  heretofore  yielded  so  readily 
to  the  solicitations  of  the  Deparlinents  Jbr  an  aug- 
mentation of  offices,  should  now  resist  the  only 
recommendation  coming  from  the  same  quarter 
for  the  retrenchment  or  "abolition  of  an  office.  It 
would  show  that  Congress  was  making  very  little 
progress  in  that  reform  which  the  country  was  led 
to  expect.  He  had  risen  merely  to  call  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  question  of  engrossment. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and  being 
taken,  resulted — yeas  25,  nays  16;  as  follows: 

VE.\.S— Messrs.  Allen,  Atchison.  AUiirtt.ii,  Balen,  Hen- 
ton.  Urease,  Buchanan,  Fairfield,  (  uUiiii,  (Innnegan,  1Ip«- 
ilir.-on,  linger,  Jarimgin,  Johnson,  l,owis,  SKDulBe, 
ri'arec,  Porter,  Sevier,  Sliirgcon,  Tallmadgc,  Tappaii, 
Wnlker,  Woodbrldse,  and  Wriuhl— "5. 

NAY.S— Messrs.  Oajhy,  Barrow,  Berrien,  Clayton,  Crll- 
london,  Uayton,  Evans,  FrancLs,  Haywood,  llnnllnstoii. 
Miller,  Morehead,  rhclps,  Hives,  White,  and  Woodbury 
— 16. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

Mr.  BARROW  rose,  but,  after  a  few  words  in 
an  under  tone  between  him  and  Senators  around 
him,  gave  way. 

ADJOURNMENT  SINK  DIE. 

Mr.  EVANS  moved  to  take  up  the  Senate  joint 
resolution  of  adjournment,  as  amended  by  the 
House. 

The  resolution  was  accordingly  taken  up,  and 
the  amendment  was  read,  substituting  tl^l/th  of 
June  for  the  27lh  of  May,  as  the  day  ofWjourn- 
ing  the  present  session  sinf  die. 

Mr.  EVANS  was  very  sorry  the  House  had 
not  seen  fit  to  agree  to  the  resolution  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  adjourn  on  the  27th  of  May;  but  he  be- 
lieved it  was  under  a  ihisapprehciision  that  the 
Senate  was  somewhat  behindhand  in  its  business, 
which  was  not  the  fact.  On  explaining  the  mat- 
ter to  members  of  the  House  since,  he  found 
there  was  a  disposition  to  agree  to  a  nearer  day 
than  the  17th,  and  he  therefore  should  now  move 
to  amend  the  amendment  of  the  House  by  sub- 
stituting the  3d  for  the  17th  of  June. 

Mr.  BARROW  apprehended  this  motion  to 
amend  the  amendment  of  the  House  would  lead 
to  debate.  He  had  given  way  to  the  Senator 
from  Maine,  under  the  impression  that  it  was  his 
purpose,  in  taking  up  the  resolution,  lo  concur 
in  tlie  amendment  of  the  House;  but  if  he  had 
understood  that  it  was  the  intention  of  iIm;  Senator 
to  move  this  amendment,  he  certainly  would  have 
carried  out  his  object  in  rising,  by  moving  to  go 
into  executive  session. 

Mr.  EVANS  considered  the  resolution  the 
proper  business,  and  one  most  necessary  to  dis- 
pose of  without  delay,  both  the  Senate  and  the 
House  having  come  to  the  conclusion  of  adjourn- 
ing within  a  time  not  now  very  distant. 

Mr.  BARROW,  foreseeing  the  amendment 
would  lead  to  debate,  should  move  to  lay  the  res- 
olution on  the  table. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  begged  the  Senator  from 
Louisiana  would  allow  him  to  make  the  sugges- 
tion that  the  amendment  might  not  lead  to  debate. 
If  the  time  of  adjournment  were  now  fixed,  both 
Houses  would  work  up  to  it,  and  more  business 
would  be  done.  Should  the  amendment  lead  to 
discussion,  he,  for  one,  would  consent  ta  lay  the 
resolution  on  ihe  table  for  to-day. 

Mr.  BARROW  consented  to  suspend  his  mo- 
lion  on  condition  that  the  vote  would  be  taken  at 
once. 
Mr.  RIVES  expressed  a  hope  that  no  amend- 


ment would  be  made;  for  he  apprehended  if  the 
resolution  was  sent  back  to  the  House,  the  ques- 
tion of  adjournment  would  be  opened  pp,Rnd  the 
whole  matter  would  be  at  sea  again.  Hefelicon- 
fident,  if  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Maine  prevailed,  the  House  would  open  up  the 
discussion,  and  probably  the  session  might  be 
protracted  for  months.  The  House  was  the  best 
judge  of  the  time  necessary  to  accomplish  its  own 
business;  and  havingfixcd  upon  the  17lhof  June, 
he  saw  no  sufficient  reason  for  not  concurring  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  WALKER  a.ssured  the  Senate  that  if  the 
resolution  was  proceeded  with  now  it  would  lead 
to  discussion.  It  was  a  resolution  which  could 
not,  under  existing  circumstances,  be  disposed 
of  without  considerable  debate.  He  should  him- 
self be  compelled  to  debate  it,  in  view  of  import- 
ant maUers  lo  be  disposed  of  before  the  adjouru- 
nienl  could  Inke  place. 

Mr.  BARROW  requested  that,  such  being  the 
Senator's  inleniion,  he  should  renew  the  motion 
to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WALKER,  in  accordance  with  this  re- 
quest, moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table. 

The  vote  was  taken  on  this  motion  by  ayes  and 
noes,  and  resulted — ayes  24,  noes  IG. 

So  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the  tjiblc. 

Mr.  EVANSgave  notice  that  he  would  to-mor- 
row move,  at  the  earliest  opportunity,  to  take  up 
the  resolution. 

EXECUTIVE  SESSION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BARROW,  the  Senate  then 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  executive  busi- 
ness; and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  (he  doors 
were  reopened,  and  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
TcESDAT,  May  14,  1844. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  DAWSON,  by  leave,  presented  a  resolution 
of  ihe  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  re- 
questing the  Senators  and  Representative."  from 
said  State  in  the  Congressof  the  United  States  to 
procure  a  survey  of  ilie  mouth  of  Red  river,  and 
earnestly  urge  an  appropriation  to  be  made  to 
remove  the  impediments  now  existing  in  said 
river;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  slate  of  ihe  Union. 

CHARTER  FOR  WASHINGTON. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMPBELL,  it  was 
Rctohcil,  That  all  debate  in  Comniltlen  of  the  Whole 
on  the  >^tate  of  ihe  Union  on  Uic  House  bill  to  amend  and 
continue  in  t'orce  the  ael  to  Incorporate  the  inhabitants  of 
Ihe  city  ot  W4ishtnKlon  shall  eeasc  at  half  after  twelve 
o'clrK'k  this  day,  and  the  eoinniittee  shall  Uien  lay  aside  the 
said  bill,  with  such  nmendnient^  as  may  bo  agreed  upon,  tu 
be  reported  to  Uie  House. 

DISTRICT  RANKS. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  inquired  what  was  the  sit- 
uation of  the  bill  forrechartering  the  bonks  of  the 
District,  which  came  from  the  Senate  yesterday.' 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  the  bill  was  upon 
the  Speaker's  table,  and  would  come  up  in  its 
order  after  the  exi)iratioii  of  ihe  morning  hour. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  said  he  was  extremely  de- 
sirous that  that  bill  should  be  referred  lo  the  Com- 
miltee  of  the  Whole,  and  he  would  therefore 
move,  if  it  were  the  proper  course,  to  reconsider 
the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read 
a  second  time.  And  before  the  House  voted  upon 
that  motion,  he  requested  them  to  review  the  his- 
tory of  the  transactions  of  the  last  two  days.  On 
the  first  day  set  apart  for  the  consideration  of 
District  business,  he  moved  to  lake  up  the  House 
bill  for  extending  the  charters  of  ihe  banks, con- 
sidering it  one  of  the  most  important  bills  that' 
had  been  referred  lo  the  committee;  and  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  C.  Johnson,]  when 
the  Clerk  was  about  to  read  the  bill,  objected  on 
the  ground  that  a  bill  of  a  similar  cjiaracler  was 
under  consideration  in  the  Senate.  What  was  the 
inference  to  bedrawn  from  the  gentleman's  objec- 
tion .'  Was  it  not  that  so  soon  as  the  Senate  bill 
should  be  communicated  lo  this  House,  he  would 
be  willing  that  the  subject  should  be  considered? 
But  what  was  the  courseof  the  gentleman  yester- 
day? When  there  was  a  packed  House  inegcn- 
lleinan  moved  lo  lay  the  bill  upon  the  table.  Upon 
his  motion  for  reconsideration,  Mr.  C.  asked  for 
the  previou.s  question. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  desired  the  gentleman  from 
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South  Carolina  to  explain  what  he  meant  by  say- 
ing that  there  was  a  packed  House.  If  the  gen- 
tlemen meant  to  impute  to  him  a  desire  to  take 
any  unfair  advantage,  he  made  a  charge  which 
was  utterly  untrue. 

Mr.  HARDIN  remarked  that  the  previous 
ouestion  had  been  demanded,  and  debate  was 
ttierefore  out  of  order. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  said  he  had  made  nocharge; 
but  he  would  withdraw  his  call  for  the  previous 

auestion,  at  the  request  of  the  gentleman,  on  con- 
ilion  that  he  would  renew  it. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  said  he  had  always  been 
opposed  to  the  bill,  and  would  endeavor  to  defeat 
its  passage,  but  not  by  indirect  moans.  He  did 
not  want  the  lime  of  the  House  to  be  occupied 
twice  on  the  same  subject. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  renewed  his  demand  for  the 
previous  question. 

There  was  a  second;  and  the  main  question  (on 
the  reconsideration)  was  ordered  to  be  now  put. 

Mr.  BURKE  moved  to  lay  the  bill  upon  the 
table;  and  upon  this  motion  the  yeas  and  nays 
were. demanded,  and  ordered;  and  being  taken, 
resulted — yeas  70,  nays  94. 

So  the  bill  was  not  laid  on  the  table. 

The  question  recurred  on  Mr.  Campbell's 
motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time,  and  was 
decided  in  the  affirmative. 

The  bill  being  then  upon  its  second  reading, 
was  read  a  second  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMPBELL,  the  bill  was 
then  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  ort 
the  state  of  the  Union. 

CIIABTEB  OF  W.\SniNOTON. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMPBELL,  the  House 
resolved  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  J.  R.  Ikgersoll 
in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  to  renew  the  charter  of  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington. 

The  bill  having  been  read  through, 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  offered  an  amendtnent,  pre- 
scribing the  payment  of  a  poll  tax  as  a  qualifica- 
tion for  voting  at  elections. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Indiana,  opposed  the  amend- 
ment on  the  ground  that  many  qualified  voters 
might  be  passed  over  by  the  assessors.  He  was 
for  the  unlimited  right  of  suffrage,  and  opposed 
to  any  restriction  whatever. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  also  opposed  the  amendment. 
He  would  have  no  other  qualification  for  a  voter 
but  that  he  should  be  in  possession  of  his  reason. 
For  the  reasons  which  he  had  given,  he  should  go 
to  expunge  everything  from  the  bill  that  would 
impose  any  restriction  on  the  exercise  of  the  suf- 
frage. He  desired  that  every  white  male  citizen 
of  twenty-one  years  of  age  should  have  the  right 
to  vote;  and  if  any  distinction  at  all  were  made, 
let  it  be  one  of  intelligence,  and  not  of  dollars  and 
cents. 

Mr.  McCAUSLEN  instituted  a  comparison 
between  two  bills,  one  now  before  the  committee, 
and  one  which  he  was  understood  to  say  would 
be  offered  as  a  substitute  for  it  in  the  Senate.  He 
advocated  that  which  hedesignated  "the  people's 
bill" — a  bill  got  up  by  the  people  of  this  District, 
and  one  which  he  deemed  well  calculated  to  pro- 
mote the  interests  of  the  people. 

Mr.  C  H ILTON  related  some  proceedings  of  the 
committee  to  whom  this  subject  had  been  referred, 
and  the  result  of  some  interviews  had  with  com- 
mittees coming  from  the  people  to  show  that  it 
was  the  desire  of  even  those  that  had  been  the 
advocates  of  universal  suffrage  that  the  suffrage 
should  be  denied  to  those  who  pay  neither  poll  nor 
properly  tax.  He  hoped  this  committee  would 
accede  to  the  voice  of  the  people,  and  not  attempt 
to  carry  out  systems  which  prevail  in  the  States 
in  favor  of  which  the  people  of  this  District  had 
not  spoken. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  knew  not  what 
portion  or  proportion  of  the  people  approved  this 
charter,  but  the  only  principle  he  could  recognize 
was  that  of  the  largest  liberty.  He  would  extend 
the  suffrage  to  every  white  inhabitant  of  the  age 
of  twenty-one  years.  That  was  the  system  pur- 
sued in  the  West,  from  which  he  came,  where 
the  poorest  freeman  could  vote  equally  with  the 
roost  lordly  aristocrat. 

The  CHAIRMAN  here  announced  the  expira- 
ation  of  the  time  to  which  the  debate  was  limited. 


The  question  was  then  put  on  the  pending 
amendment,  being  Mr.  Camtbell's  motion  to 
insert  the  words  "  and  who  shall  have  paid  a  poll 
tax." 

Tellers  wore  demanded  and'appointcd;who  re- 
ported ayes  sixty-six;  noes  not  counted. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

The  Clerk  proceeded  to  read  the  remainder  of 
the  bill. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  strikeout 
the  whole  bill  after  the  enacting  clause,  and  insert 
a  substitute  which  he  handed  up.  Mr.  J.  said 
that  bill  was  nearly  similar  to  the  bill  of  thecom- 
mittee^nnd  wasnrevision  of  that  bill.  The  qual- 
ification of  mayor  and  cnuncilmen  and  of  voters 
wns  the  same.  Such  alterations  as  were  made 
would  readily  be  understood  if  read  by  the  Clerk. 

By  general  consent  those  parts  of  Mr.  Jones's 
bill  which  differed  from  the  Dill  of  the  committee 
were  read. 

Mr.  CHILTON  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  striking  out  all  after  the  enacting  clause 
and  inserting  the  charter  recommended  by  the 
convention  of  delegates  from  four  wards  of  the 
city. 

"The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  JosEs's  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CHILTON  moved  an  amendment,  to  come 
in  us  an  additional  section,  providing  thai  this 
charter  shall  be  submitted  to  the  qualified  voters 
of  the  city  as  described  in  said  charter,  and  if 
approved  by  a  majority  of  them,  shall  go  into 
operation;  but  if  rejected,  it  shall  be  null  and  void, 
and  the  old  charter  shall  be  in  full  force. 

This  amendtnent  was  agreed  to  without  a  di- 
vision. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  aside,  to  be  reported  to 
the  House. 

DISTRICT  BANKS. 

'  Mr.  CAMPBELL  moved  to  take  up  Senate  bill 
No.  86,  being  a  bill  to  recharter  the  banks  of  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  WELLER  asked  for  tellers;  and  Messrs. 
Weller  and  Chilton  were  appointed.  They 
reported  59  in  the  aflirmative,  ana  49  in  the  nega- 
tive— being  less  than  a  quorum. 

Another  count  took  place,  when  the  vote  stood 
62  in  the  affirmative,  and  66  in  the  negative. 

So  the  committee  refused  to  take  up  the  bill. 

PENNSYLVANIA  AVENUE. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  moved  to  take  up  bill  No. 
345,  being  a  bill  providing  for  the  repairing  of 
Pennsylvania  avenue. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  the  vote  being  65 
in  the  affirmative,  and  48  in  the  negative. 

The  bill  was  taken  up  accordingly,  and  read 
through  by  the  Clerk. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  desired  the  gentleman  who 
reported  this  bill  to  give  some  satisfactory  reason 
why  §28,000  was  required  to  repave  a  road  but 
about  one  mile  long.  It  was  now  one  of  the  best 
paved  roads  in  the  country;  and  he  wns  at  a  loss 
to  conceive  how  f28,(IOO  should  be  required.  He 
would  move  to  strike  out  "  §28,000,"  and  insert 
"85,000." 

Mr.  DUNCAN  also  desired  to  ask  a  question, 
and  the  gentleman  could  then  answer  both  to- 
gether. This  question  was,  if  .$185,000  had  not 
been  already  spent  on  this  a  venue — a  single  street.' 

Mr.  KIRKPATRICK  replied  that  the  bill  re- 
quired that  the  work  should  bo  done  by  contract; 
and  hence  the  amount  here  named  might  not  be 
required.  In  relation  to  the  amount  already  ex- 
pended he  said  he  had  no  knowledge;  but  if  the 
amount  mentioned  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
had  been  expended,  he  could  only  say  that  it  had 
been  worn  out. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  said,  in  the  early 
part  of  the  session,  a  bill  similar  in  its  general 
features  to  this  under  consideration  was  passed 
by  the  Senate.  That  bill  came  to  the  House,  and 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of 
Columbia,  proposing  $40,000  for  this  Pennsylva- 
nia avenue,  and  $10,000  fiir  other  avenues.  The 
bill  now  under  consideration  proposed  to  appro- 
priate $iJ8,000  for  Pennsylvania  avenue,  and 
$10,000  for  other  streets,  being  a  difference  of 
$12,000.  By  the  instruction  of  the  Committee  for 
the  District  of  Columbia,  he  reported  the  Senate 
bill,  and  recommended  its  rejection;  and  it  was 
rejected.     Subsequent  to  that  time,  the  present 


bill  was  got  up,  and  brought  before  the  commit- 
tee. When  the  Senate  bill  was  before  the  House,' 
he  remarked  that  he  found  no  authority  in  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  for  the  appro- 
priation of  such  sums  of  money  for  euch  pur- 
poses. By  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Statrs, 
exclusive  jurisdiction  over  this  District  was  vested 
in  Congress  as  its  local  Legislature;  but  when  act- 
ing as  the  local  Legislature  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, they  had  no  authority,  according  to  his 
conception  of  the  Constitution,  to  put  their  hands 
into  the  public  Treasury  of  the  nation — the  prop- 
erty of  the  people  of  the  country  at  large — and 
appropriate  it  for  the  making  of  streets  in  the 
District  of  Columbia.  Congress  was  now  sitiinj 
as  the  local  Legislature  of  this  District,  (ihi< 
being  one  of  the  days  set  apart  for  the  consil'  r- 
ation  of  business  relating  to  the  District,)  bui  h» 
could  not  conceive  how  he  was  authorized  to  take 
the  property  of  his  constituents,  or  of  the  con- 
stituents of  other  "entlemen  here,  to  make  roada 
for  the  people  of  the  county  of  Washington. 

It  was  said  that  the  inhabitants  here  had  made 
roads,  and  erected  houses,  and  provided  other 
accommodations  for  the  Government  and  the 
members  of  Congress;  but  he  would  ask,  for 
what  purpose  did  the  people  of  the  city  of  Ne\r 
York,  and  of  other  cities,  build  houses  and  make 
streets.'  Was  it  not  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  people  who  visited  those  cities?  Could  they 
accommodate  the  people  who  came  there  without 
houses?  and  could  they  expect  persons  to  board 
with  them,  and  make  purcnascs  at  their  stores, 
unless  they  had  comfortable  accommodation? 
And  the  accommodation  here,  as  everywhere 
else,  was  to  be  paid  for — it  was  not  for  tlie  grata- 
itous  accommodation  of  the  Government  and 
members  of  Congress;  and  hence  in  the  comforts 
provided,  the  interests  of  the  people  of  the  Distrxt 
were  involved,  and  thereby  promoted.  Much 
had  been  said  of  the  land  which  had  been  con- 
veyed to  the  Government;  but  had  it  been  rcctivcd 
without  consideration  ?  The  Commissioner  of 
Public  Buildings  had  made  a  statement,  from 
which  it  appeared  that  five  hundred  and  forty-one 
acren  of  land  had  been  paid  for  the  GoTemiMot 
in  the  sum  of  $,16,099;  and  by  another  paper, 
signed  by  Mr.  Seaion,  Mr.  Maury,  and  oihere, 
it  was  shown  that  there  were  eleven  hundred  and 
thirty-four  acres  of  lying  within  the  corporate 
jurisdiction  of  the  city  of  Washington;  but  what 
sort  of  land  was  it,  and  of  what  value?  Why, 
five  dollars  an  acre  would  be  twenty  timet  its 
value.  But,  although  there  was  so  much  of  the 
land  hern convey<d  to  the  Government  after  the 
city  was  laid  out,  every  alternate  building  lot  was 
returned  to  the  city,  from  which  it  was  fair  to 
assume  that  some  profit  had  been  derived. 

How  were  other  cities  improved  ?  Did  the  I^ 
gislature  of  Pennsylvania  provide  for  repairiog 
the  streets  of  Harrisbiirg  ?  It  was  not  the  prac- 
tice in  the  Slate  where  he  lived.  The  bill  propoad 
to  appropriate  $38,000  of  the  public  money  for 
the  uepefit  of  this  city — a  greater  sum  than  the 
people  of  his  district  would  be  called  on  to  pay 
for  the  support  of  their  Suite  government  for  two 
years.  He  was  willing,  if  the  citizens  of  W««b- 
ington  desired  it,  in  the  exercise  of  the  le|^islalit« 
powers  vested  in  this  Congress,  to  permit  a  tax 
to  be  levied  upon  them  for  the  improvement  of 
Pennsylvania  avenue,  ond  all  tlie  other  streets; 
but  not  one  cent  would  he  vote  out  of  the  national 
Treasury  for  that  purpose. 

There  was  no  difference  between  this  bill  and 
the  former  one,  except  in  amount;  and  if  any 
new  light  hud  come  over  the  House  to  irv  -' 
them  to  reverse  their  decision,  it  had  n 
broken  upon  his  mind.  He  wished  not  tn  ■ 
liberal  toward  the  city  of  Washington,  but  he 
fell  it  his  duty  to  be  just  towards  his  constitu- 
ents. 

The  debate  was  further  continued  bv  Mr.  C  AC- 
SIN  in  favor  of  the  bill,  and  Mr.  RAtHBUN  in 
opposition  to  it. 

The  bill  was  laid  aside,  to  be  reported. 

COURT-HOUSE  AT  ALEXANDRIA. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMPBELL,  the  commit- 
tee took  up  the  bill  providing  for  covering  ike 
roof  of  the  court-house  at  Alexandria  with  tin- 
Mr.  WELLER  called  for  the  reading  of  a  re- 
port communicated  to  Congress  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States  in  relation  to  this  court- 
house. 
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The  report  not  being  at  hand,  the  bill  was  tem- 
porarily luid  aside. 

DISTRICT  BANKS. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  moved  that  the  committee 
tnkc  up  the  Sonalc  bill  No.  86,  lo  recharter  the 
banks  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  WELLER  observed  that  the  committee- 
had  resolved  this  morning  not  to  take  up  that 
bill. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  replied  that  it  was  true  the 
committee  had  this  morning  resolved  not  lo  take 
«p  the  bill,  but  they  might  come  to  a  different 
conclusion  now. 

Mr.  WELLER  said ,  if  the  gentleman  persisted 
in  his  motion,  he  would  break  up  the  committee, 
as  it  was  evident  there  was  no  quorum  present. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  when  it  appeared 
that  there  were — ayes  Gl,  noes  31. 

No  quorum  voting,  a  second  count  was  had; 
when  it  appeared  that  there  were — ayes  6(i,  noes 
36. 

No  quorum  voting,  a  third  count  was  had ;  when 
there  appeared  to  be — ayes  66,  noes  30. 

No  quorum  voting,  some  conversation  ensued, 
and  then,  by  general  consent,  a  quorum  being 
present,  the  bill  was  laid  aside,  to  ^e  reported  to 
the  House. 

HOWARD  INSTITUTION. 

The  bill  to  grant  a  plat  of  land  to  the  Howard 

Institution  of  the  city  of  Washington  was  also 

taken  up,  and  laid  aside,  to  be  reported  to  the 

House. 

ORPUAN  ASYLDM. 

The  next  bill  taken  un  was  a  bill  to  incorporate 
the  Orphan  Asylum/ana  Female  Free  Schools  of 
Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  HALE  moved  to  strikeout  sections  eight, 
nine,  and  ten. 

Mr.  PRATT  said  it  was  designed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Public  Grounds  to  nsk  Congress  to 
sell  R  portion  of  the  public  grounds  for  the  im- 
provement of  other  portions;  and  he  thoughtthis 
was  a  better  disposal  of  it  than  giving  it  away, 
as  these  secliona  proposed. 

Mr.  CHILTON  defended  the  sections,  and  ex- 
plained the  charitable  objects  of  the  institutions 
to  which  this  bill  related. 

Mr.  HALE  said  if  the  public  lands  were  to  be 
given  to  the  institutions  at  Alexandria,  he  hoped 
a  similar  donation  would  be  made  to  the  Catholic 
Seminary  at  Georgetown. 

Mr.  CHILTON  said  such  a  donation  had  been 
made.  ' 

Mr.  HALE  said  he  had  been  assured  that  such 
was  not  the  case.  But  further,  a  memorial  had 
come  to  Congress  setting  forth  that  when  the  lands 
lying  in  this  District  were  conveyed  to  this  Gov- 
ernment, there  was  an  express  or  an  implied  trust 
that  the  Government  should  keep  the  roads  and 
bridges  in  repair.  Now,  if  this  were  so,  the  dis- 
posal of  these  lands  for  the  benefit  of  institutions, 
however  charitable,  was  a  breach  of  trust,  and  an 
assumption  of  power  which  this  Government  did 
Dot  possess. 

Mr.  CHILTON  made  some  further  observa- 
tions in  defense  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  said  if  he  were  to  gratify  his 
charitable  feelings,  he  sifould  quadruple  the  ap- 
propriation ;  but  he  was  voting  away  other  people 's 
property,  and  he  had  no  right  to  use  means  not 
his  own  to  gratify  his  own  feelings.  He  would 
give  these  cities  the  power  to  tax  themselves,  and 
exercise  other  municipal  powers  that  were  ex- 
ercised in  other  cities,  and  then  let  them  support 
their  own  institutions. 

Mr.  NEWTON  defended  the  bill. 

The  amendment  was  rejected;  and  the  bill  was 
laid  aside,  to  be  reported  to  the  House. 

GEORGETOWN  COLLEGE. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  then  moved  to  tnkc  up  the 
bill  to  incorporate  the  Georgetown  college,  in  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

The  bill  was  token  up  and  read  through  by  the 
Clerk;  and,  after  a  few  remarks  by  Mr.  C.  J 
INGERSOLL,  it  was  laid  aside,  to  be  reported 
to  the  House. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  all  the 
bills  acted  upon  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union  to  the  House. 

SALE  OF  RESERVATION. 

Ou  motion  of  Mr.  CAMPBELL,  the  House 


resolved  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  Stale  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Viktov  in  the 
chair,)  and  took  up  House  bill  No.  107,  to  au- 


thorize the  sale  of  part  of  public  reservation  No. 
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13,  in  ihc  city  of  Washington,  and  for  other  pur- 


Mr.  KIRKPATRICK,  from  the  committee  that 
reported  this  bill,  submitted  some  amendments, 
on  which  a  brief  conver-salion  ensued,  in  which 
several  members  took  part. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  inqui'red  if  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  had  been  consulted  whether  the  land 
was  wanted  for  the  use  of  a  hospital?  This  ought 
to  be  done  before  passing  the  bill.  Again;  he 
objected  to  giving  tne  land  to  thisvestry  and  then 
buying  it  back  from  them  in  sites.  * 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  said  that  there  was  a  provis- 
ion in  the  bill  that  the  land  should  not  be  sold 
unless  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  shoU  be  of  the 
opinion  that  it  may  be  done  without  injury  to  the 
public  service.  As  to  the  purchase  of  sites  for 
the  burial  of  ifierabcrs  of  Congress,  that  was  done 
now. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment; and  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ELMER  offered  an  amendment  providing 
that  a  sufficient  number  of  sites  shall  be  reserved 
by  the  Government  for  the  burial  of  members  of 
Congress. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  aside,  to  be  reported. 

PLACES  OF  WORSHIP. 

The  next  bill  taken  up  was  the  bill  in  relation 
to  londs  devised  to  religious  institutions  for  places 
of  worship;  and  after  being  read  through,  it  was 
laid  aside,  to  be  reported. 

ALE.\ANDRIA  CANAL  COMPANY. 

The  bill  to  amend  the  act  incorporating  the 
Alexandria  Canal  Company  was  also  considered; 
and  nnamendment  being  offered,  it  was  laid  aside, 
to  be  reported. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

The  following  pciltloim  presented  to-day,  were  handed 
to  ttie  reporters  l)y  Iho  members  presentiriR  lliem  : 

By  Mr.  SMITH,  of  Illinois:  The  pollllon  of  Peter  Shaf- 
fer, iiraying  ilidciniijty  for  labor  perfuriued  on  theCuniber- 
l.-iiid  rO'id,  In  the  ^^uile  of  Ulluois;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Commiltee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  T.  S.MITII  pri'sented  ndditionnt  testimony  in  tlie 
claim  of  iho  heirs  of  Joseph  Garrard  ;  which  was  referred 
lo  the  Commiltee  of  Claims. 

By  Mr.  BLACK  WELL  :  The  momnrinl  of  John  J.  Dll- 
on,  aslclng  pay  for  properly  destroyed  by  the  Tennessee 
voluiiteerv,  under  GeneraJ  Wool,  in  1636. 


IN  SENATE. 


Wednesday,  Jtf«i/  15,  1844. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  the  proceedings 
and  resolutions  of  what  was  styled  a  great  Dem- 
ocratic meeting,  held  in  the  first  congressional 
district  of  Pennsylvania,  in  Moyamensing  Hall, 
on  Friday  night  last,  in  favor  of  the  admission  of 
Texas  into  the  Union;  which  were  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  B.  remarked  that  he  would  have  presented 
these  sooner,  but  he  mislaid  the  papers. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  presented  a  remonstrance  from 
sundry  citizens  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  against  the 
annexation  of  Texas  to  the  Union;  which  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  MILLER  presented  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam Archer,  of  Washington  city,  asking  a  com- 
pen.sation  for  certain  designs  furnisheti  for  the 
Potomac  bridge;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  BAYARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  granting  furloughs  in  the 
naval  service;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  EVANS,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
reported  back,  with  sundry  amendments.  House 
bill  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  for 
the  siipportof  the  Army  for  the  fiscal  yearciiding 
30th  day  of  June,  1845." 

BILLS  INTRODfCED. 

Mr.  BREESE,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to 
grant  to  the  Suites  of  Indiana  and  Illinois  a  por- 
tion of  the  unsold  lands  in  the  Vincennes,  Pales- 
tine, and  Shawncelown  land  districts,  for  the 


completion  of  the  national  thoroughfare  connect- 
ing Lake  Erie  with  the  Ohio'  river,  by  the  im- 
provement of  the  navigation  of  the  Wabosh; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  tha 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  for 
inc  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  William 
D.  Cheever,  deceased:  which  was  read  twice,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Also,  presented  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of 
War,  connected  with  the  subject;  which  received 
the  same  reference. 

JULIA  WEED. 

The  resolution  of  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  asking  to  be  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  petition  of  Julia  Weed,  came 
up  for  consideration. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  moved  so  to  amend  the 
resolution  as  to  refer  the  case  to  the  Commissioner 
of  Pensions. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BAYARD,  the  subject  waa 
laid  over  till  to-morrow. 

CLAIMS  FOR  LOSSES. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  ihe  settlement  of  claims 
for  losses  of  properly,  by  reason  of  its  military 
occupation  in  the  Territory  of  Florida,  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  taken  up  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  remarked  that  this  bill  waa 
reported  from  the  Commiltee  on  Claims,  and  was 
suoslantially  a  copy  of  the  bill  reported  from  the 
some  commiltee  last  year,ond  passed  the  Senate; 
but  so  amended  that  it  was  lost.  He  then  alluded 
to  the  action  of  the  other  House  upon  several 
individual  claims  belonging  to  the  classes  which 
this  bill  was  intended  to  cover.  The  commiltee 
of  that  House  had  made  adverse  reports  on  them 
upon  evidence  before  them  on  several  cases.  He 
doubted,  therefore,  whether  it  would  be  proper 
for  the  Senate  to  pa-ss  the  bill  without  further 
examination.  The  claim  of  Hernandez,  particu- 
larly, had  been  reported  strongly  against  in  the 
olher  House. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate;  and. 

On  molionof  Mr.  WRIGHT,  it  was  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table  until  further  investigation  could  be 
had  into  the  subject. 

HENRY  GARDNER  AND  OTHERS. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Gardner  and 
others,  directors  of  an  assnoiation  called  the  New 
England  Mississippi  Land  Company,  was  taken 
up  as  ill  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  explained  the  character  of  the 
bill,  and  said  it  had  passed  the  Senate"  heretofore. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate;  and 
the  question  being,  "  Shall  the  bill  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading?" 

Mr.  TAPPAN  mode  some  remarks  against  the 
bill, and  called  for  iheyensand  nays  on  the  ques- 
tion of  engrossment;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  showed  that  the  bill  had  fre- 
quently passed  before. 

Mr.  BUCHAHAN  said,  some  years  ago,  ha 
paid  attention  to  this  subject;  that  he  had  exam- 
ined all  the  documents;  and  once  or  twice  defeated 
the  bill  as  reported.  The  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary came,  finally,  to  his  way  of  thinking,  and 
imposed  the  restrictions  in  it  wliieh  he  desired; 
and  for  that  reason,  the  last  year  or  two,  he  had 
voted  for  the  bill,  believing  it  to  be  a  just  one. 

Messrs.  BENTON  and  COLUUlTT  pointed 
out  the  fraud  upon  which  the  transaction  was  ori- 
ginally founded  between  certain  members  of  the 
Georgia  Legislature  and  the  Georgia  Mississipjii 
Land  Company — the  land  scrip  of  which  com- 
pany was  nuicliascdby  theNew  England  Missis- 
sippi Land  Company. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  remarked  that  there  was  no 
diversity  of  opinion  as  to  the  original  fraud;  but 
that  the  New  England  Mississippi  Land  Compa- 
ny, who  had  purchased  the  scrip  of  the  Georgia 
company,  had  no  participation  in  the  original 
troiisaciion,  and  were  not  a  parly  to  the  fraud — 
were  totally  unconnected  with  it.  They  purchased 
the  scrip  before  the  Legislature  of  Georgia  revoked 
the  contract  of  the  preceding  Legislature  with  the 
Georgia  Mississippi  Land  Company. 

Messrs.  TAPPAN  and  HAYWOOD  made 
some  further  remarks  against  the  bill,  and  Messrs. 
BERRl  EN  Olid  CHO.\TE  in  its  favor. 

The  question  was  then  token  on  ordering  the 
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bill  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  rending,  and  nnsscd 
in  the  affirmative— yeas  21,  nays  14;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Archer,  Dales,  Bnyarcl,  Bt'rrlcn,  niicli- 
annn,  Clioatc,  CInylon,  Evnns,  Frantls,  linger,  llumlng- 
lon,  JariMgln.  Miller,  Morchcad,  Pcarcfi,  Phelps,  Porur, 
61nimon«,  Tallinadgc,  White,  nnil  Woodbrldgf?— 21. 

NAYS— Missra.Allon,  Atchison,  Alherton,  Bagby,  Ben- 
ton, Colqiiitl.  Fairlicid,  Fulton,  Haywood,  Lewis,  ScviW, 
Bturjeoii,  Tappan,  and  Woodbury— 14. 

SEN.1TE  BILLS  CONSIDERED. 

The  following  Senate  bills  were  then  taken  up 
and  considered  as  in  Committco  of  the  Whole, 
reported  lo  tlieScnate.aiid  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  rending: 

A  bill  relating  lo  the  bonds  to  be  given  bycus- 
toin-hoiise  officers; 

[This  bill  requires  that  these  officers  shall  give 
bond  immediatclyon  entering  on  the  duties  of  the 
office.  The  present  law  permits  them  to  be  in 
office  three  months  before  bond  is  required  of 
Ihem.] 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gideon  Batcbeldor  and 
others; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Bryan,  Harrison 
Young,  and  Benjamin  Young; 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  payment  of  equitable 
commissions  to  the  agents  or  attorneys  of  persons 
in  whose  favor  awards  hiive  been  made  under 
three  several  treaties  between  the  United  States 
and  certain  foreign  Powers,  which  awards  have 
been  returned  to  the  Treasury  in  payment  of 
debts  due  the  United  States; 

A  joint  resolution  authorizing  the  transmission 
and  presentation  of  books  to  the  minister  of  justice 
of  France,  in  exchange  for  books  received  from 
him; 

[This  was  amended,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
CiioATE,  to  the  effect  that  Mr,  Alexander  Vatte- 
mare  should  be  the  agent  through  which  the 
exchange  is  to  be  made.] 

A  joint  resolution  authorizing  an  allowance  to 
purser  D.  M.  F.  Thornton,  in  the  settlement  of 
Ills  accounts; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Rcynall  Coatcs,  Walter 
R.  Johnson,  and  William  B.  McMurtrie;  and 

[This  bill  indemnifies  those  individuals  for 
losses  sustained  in  consequence  of  the  revocation 
of  their  appointment  as  members  of  theecienlific 
corps  of  the  South  sea  exploring  expedition  after 
they  had  made  evei-y  preparation,  by  the  purchase 
of  clothing  and  scientific  instruments,  for  the  ex- 
pedition.] 

A  bill  granting  a  pension  to  George  Whittier. 

FOREIGN  COMMERCIAL  SYSTEM. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  yesterday 
by  Mr.  Simmons,  was  taken  up,  and  adopted: 

Resotfcdf  That  fiftren  hundred  copies  be  ordered  to  be 
printed,  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  ol  the  report  conlnlnlnR 
an  account  of  the  changes  and  modlllcalion«  of  the  coin- 
niercial  system  of  oilier  nations,  conitnunicated  to  Con- 
gress, in  Ufcetnber  last,  by  the  rtecrelary  of  Slate,  in  com- 
pliance with  the  act  of  Congress  of  August  16,  1M2. 

WILLIAM  WALKER. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  William  Walker  was  taken  up,  as  in  Commit- 
tee of  ihe  Whole,  on  an  ndvurte  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Atl'airs. 

Mr.  PHELPS  remarked  that,  since  that  report 
had  been  made,  new  evidence  in  support  of  the 
claim  had  been  submitted  to  him.  He  had  not 
had  time  to  examine  it  yet;  and  believing  that  it 
was  due  to  the  claimants  that  there  should  be  a 
further  examination,  he  moved  to  lay  the  bill 
on  the  table,  with  that  view. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

OHARLES  E.  SUERMAN. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  E.  Sherman 
was  taken  up,  as  in  Committee  of  theWholo,on 
an  adverse  report  of  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  moved  that  the  bill  be  indef- 
initely postponed. 

Mr.  BAYARD  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

CHANGE  OF  DISTRICTS. 

The  bill  to  repeal  part  of  the  act  entitled  "  An 
act  to  annex  a  part  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey 
to  the  collection  districtof  New  York;  to  remove 
the  office  of  collector  of  Niagara  lo  Lcwistown; 
to  make  Cajie  Si.  Vincent,  in  the  districtof  Sack- 
el's  Harbor,  a  port  of  delivery;  and,  out  of  Ihe 
districts  of  Miami  and  Mississippi,  lomakc  two 


new  districts,  to  be  called  'the  districts  of  San- 
dusky and  Teclie,  and  for  other  purposes,"  ap- 
proved March  2,  1811,  was  taken  up,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  V7hole;  but  was,  without  being  con- 
sidered, laid  on  the  table,  on  ihe  motion  of  Mr. 
HUNTINGTON,  who  remarked  that  there  was 
another  bill  providing  for  the  same  object  in  con- 
nection with  a  change  of  other  disliicts,  which  he 
preferred  should  be  passed  instead  of  this  bill. 

GRANTS  .TO  INDIANS. 

The  Senate  then  took  up  for  consideration,  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  bill  authorizing 
persons  to  whom  reservations  of  land  have  been 
or  sh.iU  be  made,  under  Indian  treaties,  to  alien- 
ate tha  same  in  fee. 

The  bill  provides,  as  follows: 

Bec.  1.  Timt  any  person  or  persons  to  whom  any  reserva- 
tion of  land  hail  been  or  sliall  be  made,  by  trealy  between 
the  Unired  Stales  and  any  Indian  tribe,  siiall  be  permitted 
to  alienate  the  same  in  Ice  by  deed  of  conveytince,  exe- 
cuted in  the  usual  manner,  wheUier  Indian  or  other  person. 
In  wliose  favor  such  reservation  la  or  sliall  be  made;  and 
such  deed  of  conveyance  shall  be  deemed  to  divest  the 
United  Stales  of  their  reversionary  interest  in  the  lands  so 
reserved,  and  invest  in  the  purchaser  or  purchasers  thereof 
an  estate  in  fee  simple  :  ProtuUd,  That,  by  the  treaty  reserv- 
ing any  iract  of  land,  Ihe  person  to  whom  the  reservation 
is  made  shall  possess  such  nn  estate  in  the  lands  proposed 
to  be  alienated  as  gives  him,  her,  or  them,  a  right  to  their 
perpetual  use,  or  a  (greater  eslatc  therein  :  ^nH  provided /ur- 
t/icr,  That  such  liceA  of  conveyance  shall  not  be  valid  tor 
siicli  purpose  until  the  same  shall  have  been  approved  by 
the  President  of  tlic  United  Stales,  or  by  such  oilier  olfirer, 
or  In  such  other  manner,  aa  may  have  been  provided  by  the 
treaty  under  wliich  the  reservation  was  made. 

Sec.  2.  JlitJ  be  itfmther  enacted,  That  any  reservation  of 
land,  such  as  Is  relerred  to  in  the  preceding  section  of  tills 
act,  heretofore  sold  by  the  person  or  persons  to  wlioin  ihc 
same  was  made,  and  'for  which  a  deed  of  conveyance  shall 
be  executed  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  the  said 
section,  such  deed  shall  be  deemed  to  divest  the  United 
Stales  of  their  reversionary  Interest  in  tile  said  lands,  and 
vest  in  Ihe  purchaser  or  purchasers  thereof  an  estate  in  fee 
simple. 

Mr.  WHITE  explained  that  this  wps  a  bill 
which  would  not  have  been  found  necessary  had 
the  treaties  with  Indians  been  made  by  lawyers, 
or  had  they  been  revised  by  lawyers.  A  distinc- 
tion without  a  diffeience  had  been  made  between 
individual  reservations  and  grants.  The  bill  pro- 
vides that  such  individual  grants  or  reservations 
shall  be  in  fee  simple,  without  reversion  to  the 
United  States.  It  will  have  the  effect  of  giving 
the  right  of  alienation  to  the  grantees  or  reservees, 
with  the  approbation  of  the  President. 

Mr.  EVANS  asked  if  this  bill  did  not  dispense 
with  the  approval  of  the  President. 

Mr.  WHITE  said  it  did  not;  that  it  contained 
an  exprirss  provision  requiring  his  assent. 

Mr.  SEVIER  moved  an  amendment,  the  ne- 
cessity of  wliich  he  explained.  Its  effects  would 
be  to  confine  the  provisions  of  the  bill  to  cases  in 
Indiana  and  Illinois,  (very  limited  in  number,) 
whore  grants  and  icservcs  have  been  made  to 
individual  Indians  by  name. 

Mr.  WIllTEcould  notoppose  theamendment, 
particularly  as  the  number  of  cases  calling  for  the 
law  was  confined  lo  those  States. 

Mr.  V700DBRIDGE  explained  the  policy  of 
the  Government  towards  the  Indians  in  relation 
to  individr'^l  *Tr.,-.L„.  rariutiiy,  ot.LuiiLf,  ua^J  i:> 
be  issaed  for  these  grants;  but  about  ten  ysars 
ago  it  was  discovered  that  there  was  no  necessity 
for  the  patents,  the  treaties  themselves  .conveying 
the  lanas  with  sufficient  warranty  of  title.  He 
hoped  the  Senator  from  Arkansas  would  modify 
his  amendment,  by  including  Michigan,  where 
a  few  cases  yet  retuaiiicd. 

Mr.  SEViKR  proposed  a  modification  of  his 
amendment  lo  come  in  at  another  place,  exempt- 
ing cases  arising  under  the  treaty  of  Dancing 
Rabbit  creek. 

Mr.  JARNAGIN  w.-.s  in  favor  of  the  bill,  if 
amended  us  at  first  proposed  by  the  Senator  from 
Arkansas. 

Mr.  SEVIER  was  satisfied  to  let  his  first 
amendment  prevail,  including  merely  the  States 
of  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Michigan. 

Mr.  HENDERSON  suggeste.1  the  propriety  of 
adding  a  provision  that  it  should  not  extend  to 
cases  of  grants  or  reservations  to  tribes  of  Indians 
in  their  character  of  tribes. 
Mr.  WHITE  approved  of  the  suggestion. 
Mr.  SEVIER  had  no  objection  to  it.  He  fur- 
ther explained  the  circumstances  which  had  grown 
up  to  require  this  legislation. 

Mr.  PHELPS  stated  that  there  were  two  kinds 
of  reservations;  one  being  a  grant,  and  the  other 


only  a  reservation  of  occupancy,  the  reverBionaij 
interest  lying  with  the  United  States.  He  was  in 
favor  of  the  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  confining  the 
operation  of  the  bill  to  cases  within  liie  States  of 
Indiana,  lliimiis,  and  Michigan. 

Mr.  WHITE  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  add- 
ing a  proviso,  that  the  bill  shall  not  extend  to 
grants  or  reserves  to  tribes,  in  their  character  of 
tribes. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  an  amend- 
ment was  also  adopted,  designating  the  form  of 
ratification. 

The  bill,  as  amended,  was  reported  back  lo  the 
Senate. 

The  question  being  on  the  engrossment, 
•  Mr.  H.\YWARD  objected  to  the  additional 
patronage  given  by  the  bill  lo  the  President  of  the 
United  States — the  last  proviso  of  the  first  section 
being  calculated  to  shut  the  doors  of  the  courtsof 
law  against  the  Indian  claimants  in  cases  of  trans- 
fer approved  by  the  President.  He  protnled 
against  the  cupidity  of  legislation  in  cases  where 
Indian  rights  are  concerned.  He  thought,  with- 
out a  material  change,  the  bill  ought  not  to  pass. 

Mr.  MOREHEAD  understood  (he  powcrof 
the  President  to  confirm  the  alienation,  a  power 
granted  for  the  protection  of  the  Indians.  The 
laws  of  the  United  States  relating  to  Indian  Ei- 
terests  always  make  the  President  of  the  United 
Stales  the  arbiter  between  the  Indian*  and  the 
General  Government,  or  its  citizens.  So  far  from 
shutting  the  doors  of  the  courts,  the  bill  throws 
an  additional  security  round  the  interests  of  the 
Indians. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE  explained  that  in  all  In- 
dian treaties  the  President  of  the  United  Slatesis 
made  the  guardian  of  the  Indians.  The  princi- 
ple of  the  proviso  alluded  lo  is,  that  the  Indian 
shall  not,  heedlessly,  and  to  his  own  injur)-, 
aUcnate  his  ri"ht  without  the  approbation  of  hn 
adopted  guardian,  the  President  of  the  United 
Stales. 

Mr.  CHOATE  made  an  inquiry  not  distinctly 
heard. 

Mr.  WHITE  replied,  explaining  the  point  in- 
quireil  about.  All  tlie  bill  proposed  was  lo  equal- 
ize cases  of  individual  grants  and  indiv^idaal  res- 
ervations. He  moved  a  slight  amendment  to  the 
second  section,  by  inserting  the  words  &4U  ken, 
so  as  to  read  shall  be  or  has  keen  executed,  so  as  lo 
include  cases  already  deeded. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  thought  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  mistook  his  ground  of  opposititjn. 
Either  the  United  States  have  a  reversionary  in- 
terest in  these  reserves,  or  they  have  not.  If  ihff 
have  not,  the  bill  is  unnecessary  and  worse  than 
useless.  If  they  have,  the  power  to  individuals 
is  given  of  cheating  the  Indians;  and  if  cheattd, 
provided  the  approbation  of  the  President  can  be 
procured  for  the  fraudulent  alienation,  the  Indian 
IS  excluded  from  all  redress  by  appeal  to  courts 
of  justice.  It  will  swarm  tlic  place  with  pur- 
chasers of  Indian  land  titles,  seeking  the  apJTO- 
balion  of  the  President  to  their  speculations. 

Mr,  niELPSwas  induced  to  think  tlie  pttcise 
nature  of  the  bill  was  not  yet  fully  understood. 
Where  cases  of  grama  t«  Indians  occurred,  ihcte 
could  be  no  necessity  for  the  bill  at  olL.  Where 
the  reserves  are  only  those  of  occupancy,  the  bill 
would  convert  them  into  grants.  By  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senator  from  Arkansas,  the  operation 
of  the  bill  was  confined  to  three  Slates  only — In- 
diana, Illinois,  and  Michigan,  fn  fact,  it  putibe 
few  cases  remaining  in  those  States  on  the  wtne 
footing  on  which  Congress  had  already  plac-d  a 
maiority  of  such  cases  heretofore.  This  being  iba 
whole  effect,  he  would  give  it  hi3  sanction. 

Mr.  PORTER  referred  to  the  practice  of  ihs 
Government  in  relation  to  individual  grants  to 
Indians. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  moved  to  lay  the  bJl  on  ths 
table. 
The  vote  on  the  motion  was — yeas  H,  irnys  n- 
So  the  Senate  refused  to  lay  the  bill  on  ths 
t^le.  ,    ,^    ,._ 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  moved  to  amend  the  but 

by  including  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  to  come  . 

in  after  the  word  "  Michigan." 

Mr.  I'HELPS  trusted  the  amendment  wo«» 
not  prevail.  Some  Senators  who  supported  tht 
bill  did  so  because  the  cases  remaining  in  the  three 
Stales  of  Indiana,  Illinois,  ami  Michigan,  M'O* 
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BO  limited  thai  it  was  not  worth  while  to  let  them  ] 
remain  upon  a  footing  different  from  that  on  xv;hich 
other  cases  had  been  heretofore  placed.     Ihis 
■would  be  an  enlargement  of  the  principle  quite 
beyond  what  was  contemplated. 
Mr.  TALLMADGE  withdrew  his    amcnd- 

""Mr  BREESE  moved  to  amend  the  bill  in  the 
first  section  and  third  line,  and  second  section,  to 
correspond,  by  inserting  the  words  "or  their 
heirs,"  [those  of  the  grantees.] 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

The  bill  was  reported  back  to  the  Senate,  and 
the  amendmenu  were  concurred  in. 

Mr  TALLMADGE  renewed  his  amendment 
to  insert,  after  the  word  "  Michigan,"  the  words 
"  or  Territory  of  Wisconsin." 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  BREESE  moved  to  amend  the  bill  in  the 
first  and  second  sections,  by  inserting  the  words 
"  and  in  case  of  the  death  of  such  person  or  per- 
sons, then  their  heirs." 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr  JARNAGIN  moved  tostrike  out  the  words 
"  or  shall  be"  in  the  fourth  line  of  the  first  sec- 
tion, on  the  ground  that  in  all  future  treaties  no 
reservations  will  be  made.  The  bill  was  not  in- 
tended to  apply  to  future  cases;  it  referred  to 
existing  cases  only. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

On  the  question  of  engrossment,  Mr.  HAY- 
WOOD called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were 
ordered.  ,  .         ,       ,    ,      ,  ... 

Mr  BREESE,  who  had  introduced  the  bill, 
explained  the  difficulties  which  had  rendered  it 
necessary.  ,     ■       .u 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  ordering  the 
bill  to  be  engrossed,  and  resulted— yeas  19,  nays 
10;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Archer,  Bagby,  Burrow,  Ban-j.B.nyatd, 
Breese,  Choate,  Francis,  llciiilorsoii,  linger,  JaniaSin, 
Jolinsun,  Porter,  Riven,  Siiiini.ms,  Talluiadge,  Wliilc, 
Woodbridie,  aiiit  Woodbury— 19. 

NAYS  — MMsni.  AtliertoEi,  Benton,  Clayton,  Evans. 
IlaywoiHl,  lluiitingion,  Lewis,  Peatcc,  Sturgeon,  and 
Tappan — 10. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

PETER  VON  SCnMIDT. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  BAYARD,  the  Senate  bill 
(No.  140)  granting  $300  to  Peter  Von  Schmidt  for 
his  translation  of  the  Russian  hemp  document, 
was  mken  up,  considered,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

EXJSCUTIVK  SESSION. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  the  Senate 
went  into  executive  session;  and  after  some  hours 
spent  therein, 
The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wednesday,  JV/oj  15,  1844. 
Mr.  DELLET,  by  leave,  presented  proceed- 
ings of  a  meeting  of  citizens  of  Mobile,  Alabama, 
in  favor  of  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  Union ; 
which  were  laid  upon  the  table. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 
The  SPEAKER  announced  the  order  of  busi- 
ness for  the  morning  hour  to  be  the  call   upon 
standing  committees  for  reports;  and  the  follow- 
ing were  presented: 

Mr.  VANCE,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  of  the  Senate,  en- 
titled "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  George  Harrison 
and  his  sureties,"  reported  the  same  without 
amendment;  which  was  committed  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  made  a 
report  upon  the  case  of  Margaret  Dougherty, 
accompanied  by  a  bill  for  her  relief;  which  bill 
was  read  a  first  and  second  lime,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  McClelland,  from  the  Committee  on 
,  Commerce,  made  a  report  upon  the  memorial  of 
'  the  commissioncrsofiniernal  improvement  of  the 
Slate  of  Michigan,  accompanied   by  an  amend- 
ment to  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  New  Orleans 
and   the  Carrolton   Railroad  Company;  which 


amendment  was  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HALE,  it  was 

nrdercd  That  Uic  Cominillee  on  Commerce  '•«,  "H'- 
cl.ar^.M  frun.  tl.o  |  "tilion  ol  Eseck  Giffard,  of  lUlodc  Island, 
and  that  It  be  laid  upon  Ibc  lablc. 

Mr  DUNLAP,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, made  a  report  upon  the  case  of  Amos 
Proctor,  ■hccompnnicd  by  a  bill  for  his  relief; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr  DUNLAP,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate  en- 
titled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Hiram  Murch, 
reported  the  same  without  amendment;  which 
was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 

Mr^  DROMGOOLE,  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  to  which  was  referred  the  me- 
morial of  Thomas  Green,  commissioner  on  belmlt 
of  Virginia,  reported  a  bill  amendatory  of  the  net 
entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  liquidating  and 
paving  certain  claims  of  the  State  of  Virginia, 
kpproved  5th  July,  1832;  which  was  re«d  '*"="• 
on&  committed  to  the  Committee  ol  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union.  . 

Mr  DAVIS,  o{  Indiana,  from  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill 
from  ihe  Senate  to  grant  a  certain  quantity  of  land 
to  aid  in  the  improvement  of  the  I'ox  and  Wis- 
consin rivers,  and  to  connect  the  same  by  a  canal 
in  the  Territory  of  Wisiconsin,  reported  the  same 
without  amendment;  which  was  committed  to  the 
Committee   of  the  Whole  on   ihe  state  of  the 

mT  HOPKINS,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  made  a  report  in  re- 
lation to  the  condition  of  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment; which  was  committed  to  the  Committee  ol 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr  DANA  submitted  a  report  containing  the 
views' of  a  minority  of  said  committee,  m  relation 
to  the  abolition  of  the  franking  privilege,  and  a 
reduction  of  the  rates  of  postage ;  which  was  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  slate 

°^On'mo"ion'of  Mr.  KIRKPATRICK,  it  was 

Or-lered,  Tltal  the  Comniltlec  for  the  District  of  Colutn- 
bla  be  discharged  from  the  consideration  of  the  .ncmorial 
of  the  cCr«l""  "f  OeorROtown,  for  an  ni;P'"r>''X''re 
tc-l  an  Invention  for  inovini{  sand-bars,  and  that  It  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Coiuiuillee  on  Commerce. 

Mr  KIRKPATRICK,  from  the  same  commit- 
tee reported  a  bill  to  establish  a  uniform  standard 
of  weights  and  measures  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia; which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
and  committed  to  the.Committce  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr  SAUNDERS,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judicia»y,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "  An  act  concerning  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,"  reported  the  same 
without  amendment. 

Mr   FRENCH,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  en- 
titled "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Atchison, 
reported  the  same  without  amendment;   which 
was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KING,  of  Massachusetts, 
it  was 


and  petitions  in  relation  to  the  Military  Academy 
at  West  Point,  made  a  report  thereon,  accompa- 
nied by  a  bill  to  reduce  the  expenses  of  the  Mil- 
itary Academy  at  West  Point,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses; which  bill  was  read  a  firsl  and  second 
lime,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  STEWART,  of  Connecticut, 
it  Avas 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Milllln  bi-  dlschariea 
from  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  of  the  "<n"V,- "  '''« 
3d  of  Janiiilry  last,  in  rcl.ilion  to  modifying  the  militia  laws 
of  Uic  United  Slates  ;  and  that  It  lie  u|Krti  Ihc  table. 

Mr.  FARM  ENTER,  from  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate  entiiled  "  An  act  supplcraentnry  to 
the  act  eniiiled  '  An  actio  regulate  the  pay  ol  iho 
Navy  of  the  United  Suites,'  "  reported  the  same 
without  amendment;  which  was  committed  to  Iho 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of  the 

On'molion  of  Mr.  PARMENTER,  it  was 
Ordmd,  That  the  Coinmiltec  on  Naval  Amiini  be  dl8- 
charsed  Ironi  the  consideration  of  the  pcIiUon  of  Joseph 
K  Hovdi  Ihe  pelill.m  of  eitlzons  ol  Pennsylvania  for  a 
dry-dock  at  Philiirtelphia;  liie  petition  of  cilimisol  Ma  ne, 
lor  a  reducllon  .if  pay  in  Uic  Navy  ;  the  ineinorlalo  Rich- 
ard A.  Gilpin  ;  the  petilion  of  William  P.  Mcfonuell ;  am 
the  petilion  ol  Madison  Whccden  i  and  that  Ihcy  be  laid 
uiMJU  the  table. 

Mr.  PARMENTER,  from  Ihc  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  were  referred  communi- 
cations from  the  Secretaries  of  War  and  Navy  in 
relation  to  large  wrought  iron  guns.nnd  Ihe  burn- 
ing of  a  large  wrought  iron  gun  on  board  of  tlie 
Princeton,  mode  a  report  thereon;  which  was  laid 

upon  the  table.  . 

Mr  SEYMOUR, of  Connecticut, from  thesama 

committee,  made  a  report  upon  the  pet'"on  °\ 
Sarah  P.  Mather,  accompanied  by  a  bill  to  test 
the  ulilily  of  the  submarine  telescope;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  committed  to  a 

Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BARRINGER,  it  was 

Orilcre.!    That  the  Commitlec  on  Naval  Anhlra  be  dis- 

chareed  Iroin  Ihe  lurther  consldtnillon  of  ihe  resolution  or 

the  House  of  the  29th  of  January  lasl,  In  relation  w  "  ">»- 

rlne  hospital  nt  the  juncllon  of  Ihe  MlKissipj.i  and  Ohiu 

inerce. 

Mr  C  J  INGERSOLL,  from  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Affairs,  made  a  report  in  relation  to 
certain  reciprocily  treaties,  accompanied  by  tlie 
following  resolution: 


Oriertd,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims 
be  dlschaied  from  the  consideration  of  the  peUtlon  of  sun- 
a?y  widows  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  praying  loracon- 
tlnuanec  of  their  ,H;nslons  lor  life;  nnd  that  it  be  relerred 
to  the  Committee  on  Kcvolutionary  Pensions. 

Mr  BROWN,  of  Indiana,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  which  was  re- 
ferred the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entiiled  "  An  act 
to  repeal  an  act  entiiled  '  An  aci  directing  the  sur- 
vey of  the  northern  line  of  the  reservation  for  the 
half  breeds  of  the  Sac  and  Fox  tribes  of  Indians, 
bv  the  treaty  of  August,  1824,'  "  approved  March 
3'  1843,  reported  the  .same  without  amendment. 

'On  motion  of  Mr.  CROSS,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  Comn.itlec  on  '"'"'"'f,  ^''"'L*:!",'^,! 
be  dlscharied  from  the  consideration  ol  the  report  a  id 
[etlcrs  from  "he  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  Comm  s- 
slone?  ofTe  General  Land  Office  In  relation  to  the  ela  rn 
of  he  heir«  of  the  la-e  Jean  ntmllMeMacarty,  and  ai,„ 
from  the  petition  of  Edward  W.  Duvall ;  and  tliat  they  lie 
upon  the  uble. 

Mr  FISH,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  were  referred  sundry  resolutions 


Raohed,  That  Uic  President  of  the  ITnlted  SiatCT  be  ic- 
nucslid,  as  soon  m  It  can  be  done  amicably  and  wilbont 
iu-t  cause  of  coniplainl,  to  roseinrt  the  reciprocity  trratics 
subsistiuB  between  the  Hanse  Towns.  Denmark,  and  Swe- 
den, and  to  procure  sncli  a  modiliealion  of  that  with  l.real 
Britain  as  will  open  the  trade  between  her  colonies  and 
the  United  States  as  with  Great  Britain. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
stale  of  the  Union  . 

Mr.  RUSSELL,  from  the  Commiitee  on  In- 
valid Pensions,  made  a  report  upon  the  petition 
of  Hannah  Dubois,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for 
her  relief;  which  was  read  a  firsl  and  second  time, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 

House.  _         .  r>     J 

Mr.  CARROLL,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads 

and  Canals,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate  entitled  "  An  act  10  apply  ccrlain  al- 
ternate sections  of  the  public  domain  towards  the 
completion  of  works  of  internal  improvement  in 
the  Slate  of  Michigan,  and  for  other  purposes, 
reported  the  same  without  amendmenl;  which 
was  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  slate  of  the  Union. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  OWEN,  it  was 
Ordered  That  the  Comminec  on  Roads  and  Canals  bo 
dlseha^'M  f  om  the  further  consideration  of  the  pe.iliona 
?,u  a  "anal  to  eonnect  the  navigation  ot  Lakes  ">';"""'"« 
Superior:  for  the  completion  ol  the  Zanesville  ad  Ma,s- 
vil  0  turnpike  road :  lor  the  improvement  of  the  Norm 
river  "for  the  improvement  of  certain  western  rivers  ;  for 
a  road  nea  the  Cumberland  road  near  Laurel  HUl,  to  Ihe 
SaZr  of  Eric  ;  front  a  re-soluti.m  of  the  Legislature  o  M.ch- 
iKanTfor  U,e  Improvement  of  Grand  river;  a  resolution  and 
p'.titon.  for  a 'ship  cnnai  around  Snull  8<^- """^  »"■? 
troin  the  peliUons  of  Edward  C.  Cooper  and  L.  J.  Scott, 
and  that  ilicy  lie  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  OWEN,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  ""<>  <;a"»l?  ^« 
discharseri  from  Ihe  considerulioT.ol  the  men.  mnl  ol  Joh.l 
W  Hoeket.  and  from  llic  report  of  the  Secretarv  01  vi  nr, 
in  reMon  to  making  the  sixth  mile  "f  Uie  Cumberland 
road ;  and  that  Uie/  be  referred  to  Uie  Committee  of 
Claims. 
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Mr..FICKLIN,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate  enlitled  "  An  act  for  the  construction 
of  the  Cumberland  road  in  the  Slates  of  Ohio, 
"Indiana,  and  Illinois,"  reported  thosamc.without 
amendment. 

Mr.  VANMETER,  from  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  William  Henson, 
reported  the  same  without  amendment;  which 
■was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House. 

Mr.  CHILTON,  from  the  Committee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Georgetown  College,  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia; ana  a  bill  to  incorporate  the  Washington 
Mutual  Insurance  Company;  which  were  sev- 
erally read  a  first  and  second  lime,  and  commilted 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  HARPER,  from  the  Committee  on  Pat- 
ents, made  an  adverse  report  upon  the  petition 
of  William  Beach;  which  was  laid  upon  the 
table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HARPER,  it  was 

Ordrrcd,  That  llie  Cominittiie  on  Patcnu  be  dlsclmrgrd 
from  the  consideration  of  tlie  case  of  Henry  M.  SUreve, 
nod  Uiai  ii  be  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  PRATT,  from  the  Committee  on  Public' 
Buildings  and  Grounds,  reported  a  joint  resolu- 
tion authorizing  the  transfer  of  cerlain  clerks  in 
the  Treasury  Department;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VANMETER,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  Commlltec  on  Indian  AlTaIrs  be  dis- 
charged from  the  cnn.-ldfrallon  of  the  petition  of  White- 
man,  Parris,  and  Thomas,  ciilzrnfl  of  Indiana,  In  relation 
to  Indian  dcprcdaUons,  and  Uial  it  do  lie  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Expenditures  on  the  Public  Build- 
ings and  Grounds,  made  a  report  of  the  various 
expenditures  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  Public 
Buildings  and  Grounds  during  the  past  year; 
which  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  ROGERS,  from  the  Committee  on  Ex- 
penditures in  the  State  Deparlment,  made  a  repoi^t 
upon  the  expenditure  of  the  contingent  appropri- 
ations for  the  Department  of  Stale,  from  the  4lh 
of  March,  1841,  to  the  1st  of  December,  1843; 
which  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

PREEMPTION  GRANTS. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act  for 
the  relief  of  the  citizens  of  towns  upon  the  lands 
of  the  United  Stales,  under  certain  circumstances, " 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time;  when  it  was 
ordered' that  the  bill  be  read  a  third  time  to-day. 

The  bill  was  accordingly  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

JOHN  L.  WIRT. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  moved  to  suspend  the  rules, 
for  the  purpose  of  going  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  WELLER  asked  leave  to  offer  a  resolu- 
tion by  general  consent;  and  it  was  read  for  in- 
formation, as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  Clerk  of  the  Hou?e  pay  to  John  L. 
Wirt  ^150  for  expenses  Incurred  by  him  in  consequence  of 
bis  receiving  a  wound  while  attending  to  liU  duties  in  the 
Cdpllol. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  said  he  would  withdraw  his 
motion  with  pleasure  to  let  in  that  resolution, and 
hoped  it  would  be  passed  instanler. 

The  resolution  was  unanimously  agreed  to. 

The  question  recurring  on  Mr.  Campbell's 
motion  to  suspend  the  rules,  the  question  was 
taken,  and  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  69,  nays 
112. 

ADJOURNMENT  OVER. 

Mr.  HOLMES  offered  a  resolution  that,  for 
the  purpose  of  ventilating  and  purifying  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  laying  down  sum- 
mer matting,  when  this  House  adjourns  on  Thurs- 
day it  adjourn  to  meet  again  on  Monday  next; 
and  on  that  resolution  he  moved  the  previous 
question. 

The  previous  question  was  sustained,  and  the 
main  question  was  ordered  to  be  put. 

Mr.  HENLEY  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  table;  which  was  negatived,  the  vote  (taken 
by  tellers,  Messrs.  Elmer,  and  Kennedy  of 
Maryland,)  being — ayes  65,  noes  73. 

The  yeaa  and  nays  were  then  called  for  and 


ordered  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution;  and 
resulted — yeas  56,  nays  122. 

So  the  resolution  was  not  agreed  to. 

E.XECCTITE  COMMCMCATIONS. 

The  following  executive  communications  were 
read  and  referred: 

A  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  answer 
to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  the  19ili  instant, 
as  to  whether  the  combustible  agent  used  by  Mr. 
Colt  in  his  submarine  explosions  was  a  secret 
before  he  made  the  same  known  at  the  scat  of 
Government,  &c.;  which  letter  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

A  letter  from  the  Postmaster  General,  trans- 
mitting, in  obedience  to  the  act  of  the  2d  July, 
1836,  a  report  of  all  incidental  expenses  of  the 
Post  Olhce  Department  for  the  year  ending  30th 
June,  1843;  which  letter  and  report  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Expenditures  of  the  Post 
Office  Deparlment. 

Several  bills  from  the  Senate  were  read  twice, 
and  appropriately  referred. 

PRESIDENTIAL  ELECTION  BILL. 
The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  Mr.  Doncan's  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled 
"  An  act  relative  to  the  election  of  President  and 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  and  to  pro- 
vide that  the  election  of  electors  shall  be  held  on 
the  same  day  throughout  the  United  States;  the 
pending  question  being  upon  an  amendment  of- 
fered by  Mr.  Elmer  to  exclude  the  operation  of 
this  act  from  the  coming  election. 
Mr.  HAMLIN  was  entitled  to  the  floor. 
Mr.  DUNCAN  requested  the  gentleman  from 
Maine  to  allow  him  three  minutes  of  his  tirne,  in 
order  that  he  might  refer  to  some  tables  which  he 
had  exhibited  when  he  addressed  the  House  on 
this  subject;  which  Utbles  had  been  controverted 
by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Stephens.] 
The  tables  related  to  the  expenditure  of  Mr.  Van 
Buren's  administration. 
Mr.  HAMLIN  acceded  to  the  request. 
Mr.  DUNCAN  produced  the  tables  referred  to, 
showing  the  aggregate  expenditure  of  Mr.  Van 
Buren's  administration  for  four  years  to  beabout 
one  hundred  and  ten  million  dollars,  rejecting 
fractions;  and  not,  as  suted  by  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia,  $140,000,000. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  inquired  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  from  what  authority  he  was  reading. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  replied  that  the  authority  for 
this  statement  was  derived  from  Ewing's  report — 
an  authority  which  he  believed  would  be  good 
against  Whigery. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  having  obtained  permission 
from  the  gentleman  from  Maine  to  occupy  three 
minutes  of  his  time,  produced  and  read  other 
tables,  showing  a  large  expenditure.  Xhe  cor- 
rectness of  these  tobies  was  disputed  by  Mr. 
Duncan,  and  a  conversation  being  continued  be- 
tween these  two  gentlemen  on  the  subject, 

Mr.  HAMLIN  interposed, and  claimed  the  floor 
for  the  purpose  of  proceeding  with  his  speech.  It 
would  be  recollected  by  the  House,  that  the  debate 
which  had  occurred  upon  this  question  had  par- 
taken very  much  of  a  political  character;  and, 
indeed,  at  the  time  when  he  was  so  fortunate  as 
to  secure  the  floor  for  himself,  it  was  his  intention 
to  mingle  in  the  debate,  in  the  character  which  it 
hart  taken.  It  was  his  design  to  have  answered 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  itiid  to  have 
given  such  views  of  the  political  condition  of  this 
country  as  suggested  themselves  to  his  mind. 
And,  inasmuch  as  the  gentleman  has  sought  to 
give  them  an  account  of  the  elevated  character  of 
his  constituents,  he  had  had  the  curiosity  to  ex- 
amine into  statistics  relating  to  the  gentleman's 
constituency.  The  gentleman  declared  that  he 
was  speaking  for  Buncombe;  and  well  he  might 
speak  to  a  constituency  many  of  whom  could 
neither  read  nor  write. 

But,  to  return.  He  had  changed  his  views  with 
regard  to  the  remarks  he  should  make  on  this 
occasion.  He  now  proposed  to  confine  those  few 
remarks  exclusively  to  the  question  before  the 
House— to  the  bill  and  its  merits.  The  bill  was 
designed  to  prevent — and  he  believed  if  it  received 
the  favorable  action  of  the  Legislature  it  would 
prevent — frauds  which  had  heretofore  been  per- 
petrated upon  the  elections.  He  had  no  accusa- 
tions to  bring  against  any  political  parties.     He 


had  no  criminations  or  recriminations  to  make. 
He  had  simply  to  say  that  he  believed  tliis  would 
pravont  the  frauds  which  had  been  perpetrated, 
and  would  preserve,  as  far  as  was  possible,  the 
great  and  fundamental  principles  of  the  elective 
franchise  in  their  purity.  If  there  was  a  principle 
which  addressed  itself  with  greater  force  than 
another  to  American  statesmen,  it  was  the  prin- 
ciple involved  in  this  question.  If  they  could,  by 
any  legislative  action,  preserve  and  protect  the 
rights  of  electors,  it  was  their  duty  to  take  suck 
action.  The  question  then  arose,  could  they 
adopt  a  measure  regulating  the  time  for  holding 
elections.'  Had  they  the  constitutional  right? 
By  reference  to  the  fourth  clause  of  the  first  tec- 
tion  of  the  second  article  of  the  Constitution,  it 
would  be  found  that  the  States  had  given  to  Con- 
gress the  clear  and  undoubted  right  to  delermme 
the  time  when  the  elections  shall  be  held. 
Mr.  H.  read  the  clause,  as  follows: 
"  The  Congress  may  determine  tlie  time  of  choosing  tlw 
cleclorx  and  the  clay  on  which  ttiey  shall  give  their  votes; 
whicli  day  shall  he  the  same  throughout  the  United  Stiles." 

Mr.  H.  said  there  were  a  variety  ofcauaesand 
circumstances  that  might  induce  a  State  to  be  in 
favor  of  holding  the  presidential  election  at  the 
same  time  as  the  State  elections;  and  other  periods 
might  be  selected  by  other  States  for  good  and 
suflicicnt  reasons;  but,  by  the  law  now  in  exist- 
ence, all  the  States  were  compelled  to  hold  their 
elections  tor  electors  of  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent within  a  period  of  thirty  days  from  the  first 
Monday  of  December.  Now,  by  changing  the  pe- 
riod of  the  elections  for  President,  it  would  not 
affect  the  State  elections.  We  do  not  ask  them 
to  alter  the  manner  and  place  of  holding  their  elee- 
tioiis,  but  only  to  fix  on  a  particular  day.  An- 
other objection  -had  been  offered:  that  it  would 
compel,  in  cerlain  cases,  two  elections,  inasmurh 
as  some  of  the  States  elected  their  presidentisl 
electors  and  State  officers  on  the  sarne  day.  Hav- 
ing taken  some  pains  to  inform  himself  on  this 
matter,  he  ascertained  that  there  were  only  two 
Stales  in  which  two  elections  were  in  one  day. 
He  was  opposed  to  the  amendment  of  the  gcnUe- 
man  from  New  Jersey,  [Mr.  Elmer.]  because  it 
was  unnecessary — the  bill  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections  being  sufficient,  wilhout  the 
aid  of  any  additional  regulation.  The  Constitu- 
tion gave  Congress  the  power  to  prescribe  the  d»y 
of  holding  the  presidential  election,  and  gave  ro 
other  power  on  that  subject.  Congress  could  fix 
on  the  time,  but  could  not  fix  on  the  place  and 
manner.  It  had  been  suggested  that  thepassa^ 
of  this  act  would  require  a  convention  of  the  Le- 
gislatures of  several  of  the  Slates  lo  carry  it  into 
effect.  This  he  did  not  believe  would  be  the  c«je; 
but,  even  if  it  were  so,  he  would  vote  as  readily  for 
the  bill  as  now. 

Mr.  CULLOM  moved  the  previous  qucsuoo; 
but  withdrew  it  at  ihe  request  of 

Mr.  ELMER,  who  offered  the  following  amcod- 
mcnt: 

That  the  time  of  choosing  the  electors  of  President  ••* 
Vice  President  of  the  United  i'talcs  In  each  State  in  MJ 
year  In  which  such  electlun  shall  be  held  pursuant  t*'*' 
act  lo  which  this  is  an  amendment,  aOer  the  year  ll*44,sl>«l 
be  the  Tuesday  next  after  Uic  first  Monday  of  Novei*«f 
In  the  said  year. 

Mr.  WELLER  called  for  tellers  on  seconding 
the  demand  for  the  previous  question;  and  Messn. 
Houston  and  Elmer  were  appointed;  and  they 
reported — 62  in  the  affirmative,  and  47  in  the  neg- 
ative; no  quorum  voting. 

Mr.  KENNEDY,  of  Maryland,  said  he  per- 
ceived that  every  day,  at  two  o'clock,  the- House 
was  without  a  quorum.'  He  therefore  moved  that 
the  House  do  now  adjourn.  [It  was  now  iw» 
o'clock.] 
The  motion  was  negatived. 
The  tellers  again  took  the  vote  on  seconding 
the  demand  for  the  previous  question:  and  they 
reported— 68  in  ihe  affirinalive,  and  31  in  the  neg- 
ative.    Still  no  quorum. 

•  Mr.  WELLER  moved  a  call  of  the  Hooie; 
which  was  agreed  lo.  ... 

The  Clerk  called  the  roll,  and  one  hundred  ina 
■fifiy  members  answered  to  tlicir  names. 

The  absentees  were  then  called,  and  one  ban-, 
dred  and  sixty-six  were  found  to  be  present. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR,  of  New  York,  moved  that 
all  further  proceedmgs  under  the  call  be  dispense* 
I    with. 
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Mr.  TUCKER  innnircd  wlictlier  thosf  geiule- 
mcn  who  had  boon  Itiovii^iii  in  by  liie  Scrgi.anl- 
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Tlic  molion  was  rejected ;  and  the  doors  were 
closed. 

The  names  of  the  gentlemen  still  absent  were 
called;  and,  for  some,  excuses  were  received,  on 
ihe  ground  of  sickness,  &c.,  others  were  not  ex- 
cused, the  explanations  given  not  being  dcemtd 
satisfactory.  Some  gentlemen 'sabsencc  was  unac- 
counted for. 

The  absentees  were  again  called,  and  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty-nine  were  reported  to  be  presrnt. 

Mr.  POTTER,  of  Ohio,  moved  that  the  Ser- 
geant-at-.\rms  be  dispatched  to  bring  in  the  ab- 
sent members. 

The  motion  was  a<;ree(l  to. 

Mr.  VINTON  remarkini;  that  this  process 
would  nccessaiily  occupy  two  or  three  hours, 
moved  that  the  Ilousi-  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  COBB  moved  that  those  members  who 
were  in  the  gallery  be  permitted  to  enter. 

The  motion,  was  objected  lo,  and  ruled  by  the 
Speaker  to  be  out  of  order. 

Mr.  A.  II.  READ  moved  that  all  further  pro- 
ceedings in  the  call  be  dispensed  with;  which  was 
rejecteil. 

Mr.  ADAMS  rose  and  inquired  whether  it 
would  be  in  order  to  direct  the  Sergeant-at-Arrns 
to  bring  in  the,  members  who  were  wailing  out- 
side the  doors. 

The  SPEAKERrcmarked  that  that  had  already 
been  done. 

The  Scrgennt-al-Arms  returned,  having  in  his 
custody  several  members. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  suggi-sted  that  the  House  pro- 
ceed in  reference  lo  those  members  who  had  been 
brought  in,  without  waiting  for  tiie  others  lo  be 
brought  in. 

jMr.  DROMGOOLE  said  he  understood  that 
these  gentlemen  had  been  wailin;;  outside  the  door 
for  admission,  and  he  moved  that  they  be  dis- 
charged, or,  if  il  would  operate  as  a  tfisclmrge, 
he  would  move  that  alh  further  proceedings  be 
suspended. 

~ R  inquirei 

jeen  urovi^ 
at-Arms  would  be  enliilud  to  vote  on  this  ques- 
tion. 

It  was  the  opinion  ofthc  Chair  that  they  conid 
Dot  be  excluded  from  voting. 

A  divisiiiii  w,is  called  for. 

Mr.  WELLER  asked  for  tellers;  which  was 
Dot  seconded. 

Mr.  BARNARD  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  not  ordered. 

Mr.  WELLER  moved  that  the  House  adjourn; 
which  was  negiUivcd.  * 

Mr.  ELMER  moved  tli.nt  all  further  proceed- 
IDM  in  the  call  be  suspendcil. 

Mr.  BARNARD  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yens  and  nays  were  ordered;  and  being 
token,  resulted — yeas  1!J2,  nays  49. 

So  the  House  resolved  to  dispense  with  all  fur- 
ther proceedings  in  tlw  call. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  raised  the  question  of  order 
whether  the  gentlemen  who  were  taken  into  cus- 
tody by  llie  Sergeant-at-Arms  had  a  right  to 
■vote. 

The  SPEAKER  .said  that  they  had  ihc  right  to 
■vole. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  asked  if  the  question  of  or- 
der was  debatable.  If  so,  he  should  show  clearly 
that  they  were  not  entitled  to  vote.  The  ques- 
tion was  to  suspend  all  fnrlher  proceedings  under 
the  call,  which  w.hh,  in  elfecl,  lo  discharge  these 
gentlemen;  and  they  were,  therefore,  interested, 
and  would  be  voting  in  their  own  cases. 

The  SPEAKER  said  th.Tt  there  could  be  no 
point  of  order  entertained  at  thissUigeof  the  pro- 
ceedings. 

Mr.  WELLER  asked  if  the  gentleman  had  a 
right  to  debate  this  question? 

TheSPEAKERsaid  that  there  was  no  point  of 
order  entertained  to  debate. 

Mr.  WELLER  .said,  if  it  was  debatable,  he 
could  show,  from  the  Journal,  that  some  of  the 
gentlemen  who  so  c:arnestly  imposed  suspending 
proceedings  under  the  call,'litIU  been  absent  froiii 
the  Hou.sc,qn  an  average,  thne  days  in  the  week, 
during  the  session.  He  had  one  gentleman  par- 
ticularly in  his  eve. 

Mr.  SCHENCK,  who  voted  with  the  major- 
ity, moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  vole  just  taken, 
and  raised  the  question  of  order  whether  the  gen- 


tlemen who  had  been  in  custody  of  the  Sergeant- 
at-Arms  could  vote  on  it. 

Some  conversation  on  a  pjint  of  order  ensued; 
pending  which. 

Mr.  HARDIN  moved  that  the  House  adjourn. 

And,  the  yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered, 
the  question  was  tak'en,  and  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive— yeas  84,  nays  90. 

After  a  few  wor^s  of  conversation,  the  pend- 
ing motions  were  withdrawn,  and  the  question 
rerurred  on  seconding  the  demand  forthe  previous 
question  on  the  election  bill. 

Tellers  were  railed  for;  and  Messrs.  McClkh- 
KAND  and  Grinnell  were  appointed;  and  they 
reported  ninety-two  in  the  nffirmniive,  which 
was  deemed  sufficient,  and  the  negative  was  not 
taken. 

The  main  question  was  also  ordered  to  be  now 
put;  and  the  question  recurred  on  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Ei.MF.n. 

Mr.  ELMER  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  ob- 
serving that  the  difTerence  was  ibis:  Ihe  bill,  as  il 
now  stood,  would  apply  to  the  next  succeeding 
election;  whereas  the  amendment  would  exclude 
its  operation  at  the  next,  but  make  il  applicable 
lo  all  subsebuent  elections. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  denied;  hut  tellers  were 
ordered;  and  Messrs.  GnivKCLL  and  C.  JoiiNsn.v 
were  appointed;  and  they  reported — ayes  G6,  noes 
86. 

So  the  amendment  w.is  not  agreed  lo. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  lo  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading;  and  il  was  read  the  third  time  accord- 
in^y. 

The  yeas  and  noys  were  ordered  on  the  ques- 
tion of  iis  passage;  and  resulted — yeas  141,  nays 
34;  as- follows:- 

YEAS— .Messr:*.  Ad.im*,  Arrinjiton,  Atkinvoii,  Bnrrlngcr, 
Rpliier.  RenKin.  Itidlnrk,  Edward  J.  Illaek.  Jniiirii  HInrk, 
Blaekwell,  Bower,  Boyil,  UrlTikerlioU;  Mllimi  llrown, 
Burke,  t'.ildwell,  Ji-reinl:i)i  R.  I'ary.  Slieperd  t'nry, Carroll, 
CiUltii,  Caushi,  Keutieti  Ctia[)jiinii,  Au'iiislilo  A.  l.'lmpnian, 
C.'linp[>ell,  <;lniloii,(J()tili,  t?(de.«,  t"ro.-(i,  Culluin.  Daiia,  Dan- 
iel, Gnrrett  Dnvl)«,  John  W.  Uavi^,  DawfiOii,  Dean,  Dlrk- 
lii^nii.  Dilllimtlani,  Dromconle,  Dunean,  Dunlap,  Elli^, 
ElnuT,  Ficklin,  Fitdt,  Florence,  KoslT.  Frencit,  Ciissin, 
Ryrani  t^reeii,  Grlilcr,  Halo,  Uninlin,  II:ui)nu-t,  llaral-oii, 
Hardin,  Harper,  Hay?',  Henley.  Horrirk,  Hoge,  Hopkins, 
nou>tnii,  Htihard,  HubUell,  Hnn;;crrnrd,  Jaiiie:4  11.  Hunt, 
('linrleii  J.  higer^idl,  Andrew  Johinion,  t'ave  Jolinpon.  Pur- 
ley  B.  Jolinsnn,  Gtiirge  VV.  Joiic^,  Predion  Kinc,  Kirkpat- 
rjek,  Lalrranclio,  L*'oiiiirrt,  Luca^.Lurnpkln.  Lynn.Maclny, 
M.iiliewn,  Met^au^len,  lAIcClernand,  jMeL'nnnell.  iMcDow- 
I  ell,  McKay.  Jriseph  Morris,  Murjrhy,  Norrij*,  Owen,  I'ar- 
'  intMUer.  PalliT-'On,  Tuyno,  reylon,  riimiix,  INillork,  F.nrery 
1).  Potter.  Pratt,  llatliUnn,  Redlns,  itelle,  Kitter,  Uobini^oti 
Uo^erfi,  Kiif<!iell,Sl.JoIin,£$aun(ler:<,:^clieack,  tfifiiltrr,  Sev- 
erance, Davtd  L.  rfeyinour,  Tlioma?  H.  Seymour,  Simons, 
Slidell,  John  T.  Smith,  Ridicrt  Smith,  Thomas  Smith, 
Sieenrod,  Stetson,  ,\ndrew  Stewart,  John  Mewart,  Slilev, 
.Stone,  Stronff,  Suminer^',  Sykox.  Taylor,  Thoniaf«nn, 
'J'iiompwni,  Tihbatts,  Tilden,  Tucker,  V'ance,  V'anmeler, 
UVIler,  Wcnlwonli,  Wethercd,  VVheatnn,  White,  Wil 
liam^,  Joseph  A.  Wrlalit,  and  V"o.|— ill. 

N.AVS— Metrsrs.  Abhot,  Barnard,  James  A.  Blaek.Bren- 
f!le,  RatlinEton.  Burt,  (Jllneli,  t'llnqman,  Darrrt^li,  Kiehard 
1).  Davis,  F'Kit,  Holmes,  Joseph  it.  Iniierstdl,  lrvin,John 
r.  Kennedy,  Daniel  P.  Kin<i,  Slarsh,  IVfeCleilunil,  Edward 
J.  Morris, 'Moselcv,  Newton,  Ellitia  R.  Potter,  Ramsey, 
Charles  .M.  Reed,  David  S.  Reid,  Rockwell.  Sample,  Simp 
son,  Sleptiens.  'J'yler,  VlnloD,  VViiithrop,  Woodward,  and 
William  Wrighl— J4. 

So  the  bill  was  passed,  as  follows: 

A  hill  to  amend  nn  act  entiUed  "  An  act  rp|aliv<-  lo  the  elec- 
tion of  a  {'resident  and   Vlee  President  ot'  the  tTnit,.^ 
Slates,  and  declnrlnjc  (he  otfiecr  who  t^hall  act  as  Pre.-l- 
denl  in  case  of  vacanelci  in  tlie  olliees  both  of  President 
and  Vice  President,"  approved  March  I,  1793. 
Be  it  cnarteil  &i/  the  SfHnte  mtd  Hyuse  of  Ilrpresenttttircs 
of  the  United  Slates  of  America  in  Con^reM  aaiemlletl^  That 
the  time  of  ehotisins  the  elector;!  of  President  and  Vice 
President  of  tlic  L'nited  Stall's,  in  e.icll  ,Slate,  nhall  be  the 
Tuesday  next  after  the  fir.-t  Monday  of  Nirvt-mber  nexl( 
and  artcrwarda.  exeepi  tvhen  a  special  election  shall  be 
held  ill  pursuitncc  of  ihe  tenth  section  of  the  art  to  which 
this  id  an  amendment,  the  lime  of  clioosim*  said  eli'ciord 
shall  be  the  Tuesday  next  aller  the  fir*t  Monday  of  Nrr- 
vember  in  every  fnurlh  year  siiceecdinjr  the  last  election  of 
said  electors;   and  when  sjicli  sp-cial  election  ^hall  be 
held,  the  time  ihi-rcfor  shall  he  the  Tuesday  next  aller  the 
first  Monday  of  November  in  the  year  when  the  Mine  shall 
be  held  pursuant  lo  the  section  ajbre^aid, 

Mr.  DUNCAN  rose,  and  said  that  bills  some- 
I  times  passed  that  Housi-  and  did  not  stay  'massed. 
He  moved,  therefoi-e,  lo  reconsider  the  vote  just 
taken,  and  called  for  the  previous  quistion. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  said  he  wished  to  inquire 
whether  il  would  be  in  order  for  any  member 
from  Ohio,  the  previous  question  being  with- 
drawn for  that  purpose,  to  Say  something  in  re- 
ply to  what  had  been  said  in  reference  lo  the  Ohio 
election. 


Mr.  DUNCAN  refused  to  withdraw  bis  de- 
mand for  the  previous  question. 

The  demand  was  seconded,  and  the  main  ques- 
tion was  ordered  to  be  now  put;  the  main  ques- 
tion being.  Shall  the  tote  be  rcconsid'  m  d? 

The  question  was  put,  and  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive; 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


The  follnwln?  petillons,  presented  to-day,  wore  handed 
lo  the  reporters  by  ihe  nienibers  presenliajj  them: 

By  Uie  SPE.^KER  ;  A  reinonsi ranee  of  the  ctllEcns  of 
the  cilyof  Riclimnnd,  Slaleof  Vir^iiiin,agaiiistany  ciiange 
In  Ihe  existing  larilT  law  ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
iniltee  of  Wavs  and  Means. 

By  Mr.  CHAPMAN,  of  Vlrilnla:  The  p.-titlon  of  Wil- 
liam Siiiilh,  of  Ihe  county  of  Mereer,  Virginia,  praying  for 
a  [M.-nsion;  wiiicli  was  reierredio  llicC'oiuinittceon  Invalid 
Pensions. 

Hy  .Mr.  TVI.ER:  The  petition  of  Stephen  Oonk  and  one 
hundred  others,  Inhalillants  of  the  cotinly  of  Chantnuqne, 
New  Vork,  prayiiif;  for  a  rednelion  of  ilie  raurs  of  postage, 
and  Ihc  aboliiion  of  the  frankinf;  privileae;  also,  for  tho 
rediiclton  of  the  pay  of  nieinbnrs  of  tVuicress,  and  tlie  pay 
of  pnblle  oflieers  generally,  so  tliatollice^  will  notbevought 
on  .■tcenuni  of  ilie  pay. 

By  Mr.  THOMASiiON:  The  petliion  of  Elizabeth  Toy- 
Inr,  widow  of  iMajor  Williani  Taylor,  deceased;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Cmumittcc  on  Ucvolulionary  Pen- 
sions. 

lly  Mr.  coon;  The  petition  of  W.  R.  Bullock  and  oth- 
ers, allonieys  of  Ihe  circuit  court  of  the  trnited  Slates,  for 
the  district  of  Geor;;ia,  nskins  Grnifiress  to  increase  the 
compensation  for  the  marshal  for  the  district ;  which  was 
referreil  lo  the  Committee  on  the  Judielary. 

By  Mr.  fl.'I.LO.M:  The  petition  of  I,iicy  llanlca^tle, 
prayins  Concress  lo  [>ass  a  law  allowinz  her  a  pensioD 
for  services  periorined  by  her  hn-band  in  the  rcvolulionary 
war. 

lly  Mr.  Si.  JOHN  :  The  memorial  of  Joseph  Chaffee  and 
others,  asking  anapproprlatiitn  to  pay  Ihe  balance  of  claims 
due  the  petilioners  from  ihe  Wyandot  Indians,  as  i;uaran- 
ticd  by  tlie  treaty  witli  feaid  tribe  of  Imlinns;  w-liich  was 
referred  lo  the  t-'otninittec  on  Indian  AlVaini. 

By  .Mr.  DAWSON:  Tin:  petitions  of  numerous  citizens 
of  the  parishes  of  Avoyelles,  Point  Coupee,  t^oneordia, 
Catahonlii.Mad^on.C'arroIl.l'ensas.  Nalchltm-hes, Caddo, 
Si.  .Mary,  Iberville,  East  and  West  B:ilon  Roiiie,  Eastand 
West  I-eliciana,  e(  III.;  also,  the  p:irishes  eompO'tllig  the 
irighlli  judicial  flislriei ;  nllol'ihe  St:ite  of  Louisiana,  re- 
monstrating :e.:ainst  Die  reioitv:ilor  lh<!o(rtce  of  the  surveyor 
general  from  U:iton  Kf>li!;e.  and  urging  itfl  perniunent  loca- 
lifui  and  esiabli.-hnii-nt  at  that.plnce;  which  were  referrcdT 
to  the  Connnittee  fui  Public  Lands. 
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Mr.  EVANS  presented  a  memoriiil  from  citi- 
zens of  Monongalia  counly,  Virginia,  remonstrat- 
ing against  any  change  of  the  tarilTat  the  present 
session  of  Congress;  which  was  roferrctl  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Also,  u  lenionsirance,  numerously  signed  by 
citizens  of  Bangor,  AI;iiiie,  without  distinction  of 
party,  ngninsl  ihc  annexation  of  Texas  to  the 
United  Stales;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

i\Ir.  BUCHANAN  presented  a  memorial  from 
Washingion  county,  Pennsylvania,  remonslrat- 
ing  against  the  annexalion  of  Texas  lo  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  B.'VTES  presented  a  similar  memorial  from 
citizens  of  New  Bedford,  Massachusetts,  signed 
by  an  equal  number  of  all  jiarlies;  which  were 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  FAIRFIELD  presented  n  memorial  from 
Daniel  Nasun,  jr.,  aiitl  sixiy-four  oihi'rs,of  Kcn- 
nebunk,  Maine,  in  favor  of  the  annexation  of 
Texas  to  the  United  Slates;  which  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  RIVES  prisentcd  a  memorial  from  a  num- 
ber of  citizens  of  ihe  c<»unly  of  Albemarle,  Vir- 
ginia, and  the  proceedings  of  a  large  meeting  held 
in  Petersburg,  Virsinin,  in  favor  of  the  annexa- 
tion of  Texas  to  the  Uiiiled  Slates;  which  were 
ordered  lo  lie  on  ihe  table. 

Mr.  BENTON  presented  a  petition  from  a 
great  number  of  the  Inhabilanls  of  the  town  of 
Commerce,  Mississippi,  praying  that  an  appro- 
propriaiion  may  be  made  for  the  improvement  of 
Ihe  navigaiion  of  ilie  Missi.«sippi;  which  was 
referred  lo  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 

Mr.  WOODBURY  presented  ihe  proceedings 
of  a  ineeling  held  in  Worcester,  Massachusetts, 
praying  for  the  ratification  of  ihe  treaty  for  the 
annexalion  of  Texas  to  the  United  Slates;  which 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

BILL  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  BREESE,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  for 
thcrelicf  of  William  Elliott.jr.,  of  Fulton  county, 
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State   of  Illinois;  whicli    was   rend    twice,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 
PAPERS  tTITUDRAWS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  leave  was 
cnintcd  to  withdraw  from  llie  files  tlie  company 
pay-roll  of  the  fust  infnniry  and  the  regiment  of 
dragoon.s,  which  were  before  the  commitiee  who 
reported  against  the  Army  retrenchment  bill. 

IIO.N.  JOHN  M.  NILES. 

Mr.  JARNAGIN,  from  the  select  committee, 
to  which  was  referred  the  crodcntiaLs  of  lion. 
JuiiN  M.  Nii.es  to  be  a  Senator  of  the  Uniu-d 
States  from  the  Slate  of  Connecticut,  with  inslrue- 
tionsto  inquire  into  iheelection,  return, and  quali- 
fications of  the  said  JoiiM  M.  Nii.F.s,aMd  iuKihis 
capacity,  at  this  time,  to  take  theoalh  prescribed 
by  the  Coii-stiiution,  performed  the  duly  assigned 
them;  and  reported  that  they  were  salisfied  his 
election,  return,  and  qualification  were  legal  and 
sufiicienl.  As  to  liis  capacity  at  ihia  time  lo  take 
the  oatii  prescribed  by  the  Constilulioii,  they  say 
that,  at'ter  full,  free,  ami  frank  coiivirsalion.s,  Mr. 
NiLES  gave  so  satislacriory  an  account  of  his  af- 
flictions and  present  condition  as  to  render  a  re- 
sort to  other  evidence  unnecessary.  The  commit- 
tee, after  going  into  a  drlail  of  the  nature  of  the 
affliction,  conclude  as  fidlows: 

"  The  (roinmlllce  arc  pntl.'ficd  llial  Mr.  Nii.kh  Is  at  this 
time  loborhig  uiidiT  iiiental  .ind  pliysk.il  delilllty,"  hut  Is 
mil  of  "uiiMiuiid  iiiiad"  ni  IIil-  leclinlcal  sense  of  tlmt 
ulirasp;  tli.nt  Uie  lucullies  id' Ilia  mliid  are  subject  H>  llie 
control  Id'  lil<  will ;  nnd  lIxTC  U  no  sufiiciuiit  reason  ivliy 
he  he  not  qualified  and  permitted  intake  his  siat  aaauifin- 
bcr  of  the  Senate  i  niid  tlicy  most  cordially  anlle  Willi  Dr. 
nrlBhiini  [wliosc  lener  ronslllute^ttt  part  of  llie  rcporl  of 
Ihe  coinniillec]  In  llic  (io|ie  tlmt  sucli  a  cuiir.'c  (dial  is,  tak- 
ing hU  «i'iit  in  Ihft  Senate,  and  paniel|nting  at  Iea.>.t  two 
hours  n  day  ncllvcly  in  its  businei's.)  will  be  tlic  means  of 
lisefnIneM*  and  a  resiiuren  ai^ainsl  disca-e  :    Therefore, 

lietohril,  That  Hon.  John  IM.Nii.es  he  permitted  tolakc 
the  oaUi  of  a  Senator  in  the  Ccninress  of  tile  United  Slates, 
nnd  to  take  hia  scat  as  a  incinber  of  the  Senate. 

The  question  was  taken  upon  the  resolution, 
pnA  it  was  adopted;  nnd  Hon.  Mr.  Niles  came 
forward,  qualified, and  took  his  seat. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  W00DI3RIDGE,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  was  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  certain  memorials  on  the 
subject  of  appropriating  lands  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  Wab.ash  and  Erie  canal — the  com- 
mittee having  reported  upon  the  subject. 

PRINTING  OF  JOURNALS,  ETC. 
Mr.  TAPPAN  remarked,  that  some  time  since 
the  Senate  passed  a  joint  resolution  from  the 
House  authorizing  the  printing  of  an  additional 
number  of  copies  of  the  Journals  nnd  public  doc- 
uments. On  an  examination  of  the- matter,  he 
was  sure  that  if  the  resoluiion  should  take  effect 
from  and  after  its  passage,  a  great  and  unneces- 
sary expense  would  be  incurred.  He  therefore 
gave  notice  that  lie  would,  on  to-morr<JW,  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  joint  resolution  providing  that 
that  resolution  shall  not  take  effect  until  the  com- 
mencemtjiit  of  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

RESDUVEY  IN  LOUISIANA. 
Mr.  JARNAGIN,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  an  act  sup- 
plementary to  Ihe  act  entitled  "An  net  in  relation  to 
lands  sold  in  the  Greensburg  (late  St.  Helena)  land 
district,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  nnd  authoriz- 
ing the  resurvey  of  certain  lands  in  the  said  dis- 
trict," approved  August  2!),  1842,  reported  an 
entire  substiuite  for  the  bill;  which  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

BILLS  PASSED. 

The  following  engrossed  bills  and  resolutions 
were  then  read  the  third  time,  and  passed: 

A  bill  so  to  amend  the  act  reoignnizing  the 
Genernl  Land  Office  as  to  abolish  the  office  of  the 
Solicitor  of  the  General  Land  Office; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Von  Schmidt; 

A  bill  relating  to  the  bonds  to  be  given  by  cus- 
tom-house officers; 

[This  bill  requires  that  these  officers  shall  give 
bond  immediately  on  entering  on  the  duties  of 
the  office.  The  present  law  permits  them  to  be 
in  office  three  months  before  bond  is  required  of 
them.] 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gideon  Bacheldor  and 
others; 


A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Byrnm,  Harrison 
Young,  and  Benjamin  Young; 

A  bill  to  authorije  the  payment  of  equitable 
commissions  to  the  agents  or  attorneys  of  per- 
sons in  whose  favor  awards  have  been  nnde  under 
three  several  treaties  between  the  United  States 
nnd  certnin  foreign  Powers,  which  awards  have 
been  returned  in  the  Treasury  in  payment  of 
debts  due  the  United  States;* 

A  joint  resolution  authorizing  the  transmission 
and  presentation  of  books  to  the  minister  ofiustice 
ot  France,  in  cxchnnge  for  books  received  from 
him 


A  joint  resolution  nulhorizing  nn  allowance  to 
nrser  D.  M.  F.  Thornton,  in  the  settlement  of 
hisaccounus; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Rcynnll  Contes,  'Walter 
R.  Johnson,  nnd  'William  B.  McMurtrie; 

(This  bill  indemnifies  these  individuals  for  losses 
sustained  in  consequence  ofihe  revocation  of  their 
appointments  as  members  of  the  scientific  corps  of 
the  South  .sea  exploring  expedition,  after  they 
had  made  every  preparation,  by  the  purchase  of 
clothing  nnd  scientific  inslrumeiita  for  the  expe- 
diiioii.] 

A  bill  granting  a  pension  to  George  Whitten; 
and 

A  bill  authorizing  persons  to  whom  reservatirins 
of  land  have  been  or  shall  be  made,  under  Indian 
treaties,  to  alienate  the  same  in  fee. 

nF.NRY  GARDNER  AND  OTHERS. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Gardner  and 
others,  directors  of  an  association  called  the  New 
England  Mississippi  Land  Company,  was  then 
read  the  third  time;  and  the  question  being,  Shall 
the  bill  pass? 

Mr.  'WALKER  said  he  had  strong  impressions 
against  llie  bill,  but*ould  not  detain  the  Senate 
by  making  any  remarks  against  it,  but  merely 
call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  put;  and  the  bill  was 
passed — yeas  18,  nays  II;  as  follows: 

VEAS— Messrs.  Archer,  Bates,  Dayard,  Derrien,  Ruch- 
nnan,  f'honie.Clavlnn,  Crittenden,  Ev.ins,  Franeis,  llunl- 
innlon,  J.Trnagln,  Miller,  Phelps, Porter,  Ilives,  White, and 
VVoodbridge— 18. 

N.^YS— Messrs.  Allen,  Atherton,  Benton,  rol(|uitt,  Hay- 
wood, SmrgeoB.Tappan,  Walker,  WooUbury,and  Wright 
— U. 

TREASURY  RECEIPTS. 

Mr.  "WOODBRIDGE  said  there  was  a  joint 
resolution  on  the  Calendar,  providing  for  the  re- 
ceivnbility  of  receipts  issued  by  the  Treasurer  of 
the  United  States  for  money  paid  into  the  Treas- 
ury— that  is,  so  providing  that  those  receipts  may 
be  received  at  the  land  offices  in  payment  for 
lands.  He  moved  that  the  previous  orders  of  the 
day  be  postponed,  and  that  the  bill  be  taken  up 
for  consideration. 

Tlie  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  joint  reso- 
lution respecting  the  receipts  issued  by  the  Treas- 
urer of  the  Uniti-d  Slates  in  payment  of  the  pub- 
lic lands,  wns  taken  up,  considered  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  'Whole,  reported  to  the  Senate,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

TEXAS  BOUNDARY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SEVIER,  the  previous  or- 
ders of  the  day  were  postponed,  and  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  (that  is,  by  allowing  them  to  remove 
certain  negroesintotheUnitcdSiates  from  Texas) 
certain  persona  residing  within  the  reputed  limits 
of  the  United  States,  of  Arkansas  and  Louisiana, 
and  beyond  the  boundary  line  between  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  and  the  Republic  of  Texas,  as  estab- 
lished by  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascer- 
tain the  same,  was  taken  up,  as  in  Committee  of 
the  'Whole;  but,  without  being  considered,  was 
again  laid  on  the  table,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
WALKER,  who  said  the  hour  had  arrived  for 
proceeding  to  the  consideration  of  executive  busi- 
ness. 

Mr.  SEVIER  gave  notice  that  he  would  ask 
for  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to-morrow. 

EXECUTIVE  SESSION. 

The  Senate  then,  according  to  order,  at  one 
o'clock,  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  execu- 
tive business;  and  after  some  hours  spent  therein, 
adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
TiicnsDAT,  May  IG,  1844. 
The  Journal  having  been  read,  several  gentle- 
men addressed  the  Chair. 

The  SPEAKER  nssigned  the  floor  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Louisiana,  [Mr.  Dawsok.] 

THE  RENCOUNTER  IN  THE  HOUSE. 

Mr.  ELMER  rose  to  a  privileged  question. 
The  report  of  the  select  committee  in  the  case  of 
the  rencounter  which  look  place  between  Messrs. 
'WniTE  and  RATilsrN.on  which  there  was  a  mo- 
tion to  recommit  pending, had  been  postponed  to 
and  made  the  special  order  of  the  day;  and  he 
therefore  moved  that  it  be  now  taken  up. 

Mr.  ADAMS  asked  the  gi^nileman  from  New 
Jersey  to  yield  him  the  floor,  to  enable  him  lo 
present  a  memorial  from  a  statistical  society,  com- 
plaining of  some  errors  in  the  census. 

Mr.  DEAN  claimed  the  floor  to  move  to  go 
into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  SPEAKER  said  he  had  assigned  the  floor 
to  thcgentlemanfrom  Louisiana,  [Mr.  Dawsok;] 
but  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  risiog  to  a 
privileged  question,  he  was  entilled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  D.\WSON  remarked  ihatit  was  with  diffi- 
dence he  was  about  to  asft,  if  noua  fnvor,  at  least 
an  inilulgcncc  of  the  House.  The  members 
would  bear  him  out  in  the  fact,  that  he  was  not 
in  the  habit  of  importuning  the  House  on  trivial 
occasions,  and  he  was  resolved  never  to  trifle  with 
the  public  lime  by  captious  or  unimportant  de- 
mands. He  had  a  resolution  lo  submit,  which  be 
was  unwilling  to  hazard,  without,  in  some  degree, 
preparing  members  for  a  correct  decision  on  in 
merits.  He  was  not  disposed  to  tax  the  House 
with  a  speech,  or  even  a  tedious  explanation  of 
its  merits.  They  were  few,  and  could  be  com- 
pressed into  a  nut-shell.  He  was  prepared  U> 
call  up  the  Senate  bill  (No.  20)  regulaung  land 
claims  in  Louisiana, and  Other  States,  and  to  more 
that  the  same  betaken  from  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and,  in  the 
House,  be  made  the  order  of  the  day  at  some 
future  time.  He  wns  not  willing  to  take  nierobers 
by  surprise,  bnt  simply  to  place  this  bill  ill  a  po- 
sition not  to  be  overlooked,  as  had  been  itsnte 
for  the  last  three  sessions  of  Congress.  It  bid 
its  origin  in  the  Senate,  and  he  was  confident  that 
it  was  lost  here  simply  in  conset^uence  of  other 
business  being  thus  allowed  a  prelcrence  and  pre- 
cedence over  it.  A  majority  have  always  been 
in  favor  of  it,  and,  he  entertained  no  doubt,  are 
so  at  this  moment.  His  only  apprehension  wju 
that  two'  thirds  might  not  consent  to  take  up  tie 

Mr.  D.  contended  that  there  was  no  bill  tint 
could  be  selected  of  more  importance  than  Ihe 
Senate  bill  No.  20.  Upon  its  passagi-  preaUy  de- 
pended the  uiitiainmclcd  prosperity  and  advanee- 
inenl  of  several  States.  He  would  confine  him- 
self to  his  own  Stale.  The  large  l^nd  claims  that 
have,  for  more  than  thirty  years,  hung  over  kn 
beloved  State  like  a  hideous  excrescence,  weigh- 
ing down  her  energies  like  a  mill-stone,  and  im- 
pe'ding  the  rapid  settlement  of  her  fertile  lanoa, 
will  at  once  lose  all  their  terror  upon  the  P****^ 
of  this  bill.  Louisiana  might  then  be  compared- 
to  a  boat  that  had  been  sunk,  which,  after  being 
bailed  out  and  thoroughly  repaired,  was  wont  to 
move  onward,  in  the  gales  of  agricultuial  and 
commercial  prosperity,  "  like  a  thing  of  life. 

A  rumor,  he  nnd  been  informed,  had  spreaa 
amon"  some  of  the  members,  that  this  bill  wM 
designed  for  tlie  benefit  of  the  large  claimants  and 
the  rich  speculators;  that  it  was  the  rich  man^ 
and  not  the  poor  man's  bill.  Now.hcchalleDged 
the  strictest  scrutiny  into  his  past  hfe,  and  proudly 
nske*  when  it  was  and  where  it  was  he  was  erer 
found  on  the  side  of  the  rich  against  Uie  poor,  tie 
strong  against  the  weak,  or  the  oppressor  against 
the  oppressed.  No;  he  was  not  personally  ac- 
quainted with  any  large  land  claimants,  and  b« 
had  never  exchanged  words  with  any  one  of  them 
in  his  life.  He  wa%  the  friend  of  thousands,  who 
were  cultivating,  in  good  faith,  and,  as  he  be- 
lieved, with  good,  valid,  and  legal  titles,  the  val- 
uable and  productive  lands  covered  by  those  large 

claims.  .       ,     t      .i— 

This,  he  contended,  wasagreatdratcbtK*  on  tne 

wealth  and  prosperity  of  Louisiana.    The  timid 
were  afraid  to  lay  out  large  sums  in  embcUisbing 
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and  renderineicomfortablc  their  liomes;  and  others 
weru  deterred  from  soliling  the  richest  lands  on  the 
face  of  the  earth.  Those  liuKf  claims  liave  been 
rejected  by  Congress  for  llm  last  thirty  years,  at 
an  immense  annual  expense,  and  still  tliey  live; 
and  the  claimants  are  now  as  sanguine  of  success 
as  they  were  thirlij  years  ago.  They  seem  to  him 
as  possessed  of  the  "  never  ending,  never  dying" 
principle;  and  if  we  arc  to  draw  conclusions  of  the 
future  by  the  lessons  of  the  past,  those  claims 
will  be  suspended  over  their  heads  when  this 
proud  Capitol  shall  have  sunk  on  a  level  with  the 
sea. 

The  bill  proposes  to  vest  the  adjudication  of 
those  claims  with  the  Federal  courts  within  the 
respective  Slates.  Thus  each  citizen  can  employ 
counsel  at  home,  selecting  his  favorite  lawyer. 
He  can  hear  the  testimony,  argument,  and  decree, 
for  or  against  him.  Should  he  be  dissatisHed 
with  the  judgment  of  the  court  below,  he  can  fol- 
low his  Cii.se  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
Stales  with  a  positive  certainty  as  to  time  and 
expense  to  be  incurred.  As  irnow  stands,  he  is 
utterly  dependent  upon  this  House,  where  he  can 
never  expect  to  be  seen  or  heard. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  was  not  in  order  to 
debate  the  subject  before  it  was  taken  up  by  the 
House. 

Mr.  ELMER  insisted  on  his  right  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  WHITE  observed  that  he  wished  the  re- 
port of  the  select  committee  to  be  taken  up;  but 
lie  would  observe  to  the  House  that  the  bill  re- 
ferred to  by  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana  would 
not  take  five  minute.s,  and  he  would  suggest  the 
propriety  of  taking  it  up,  and  disposing  of  it  at 
once. 

Mr.  HAMMETT  asked  the  gentleman  from 
New  Jersey  to  yield  the  floor,  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  np  that  bill. 

Mr.  ELMER  said  he  would  do  so  with  pleas- 
ure, provided  he  did  not  lose  his  right  to  the 
floor. 

Mr.  DEAN  moved  that  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  report  of  the  select  committee  be  post- 
|>oned  till  to-morrow. 

The  SPE.\KER  said  the  motion  was  not  in 
order,  os  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  had  the 
floor. 

Mr.  ELMER  said  ho  had  risen,  and  insisted 
on  his  right  to  the  floor,  because  he  had  been 

{>laccd  in  «  wrong  position  before  the  public,  and 
le  wished  to  have  an  opportunity  of  placing  him- 
self in  a  correct  position  before  the  House  and 
the  country. 

Mr.  HARDIN  rose  to  a  question  of  order,  and 
submitted  whether  it  was  in  order  to  debate  the 
subject-matter  of  the  report  of  the  select  commit- 
tee. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  report  of  the 
committee  was  before  the  House,  on  a  motion  of 
recommittal,  and  it  was  therefore  in  order  to 
debate  it. 

Mr.  ELMER  continued.  When  the  subject 
was  up  last,  ha  made  some  observations  which 
were  not  reported;  but  the  next  day  there  appeared 
in  one  of  the  morning  papers  a  report  of  the 
remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr. 
Dickinson,]  in  which  there  was  a  reply  to  remarks 
purporting  to  come  from  him,  which  he  did  not 
inaki!.  lie  was  replied  to  as  if  he  had  approved 
of  and  supported  the  resolutions  of  the  gentle- 
inan  from  New  Hampshire,  [Mr.  Hale,]  when 
in  fact  he  stated  expressly  he  did  not  approve  of 
them. 

Some  conversation  toi*k  place  betv/een  Messrs. 
DICKINSON  and  ELMER. 

Mr.  ELMER  said  that  he  did  not  approve 
of  the  re.soluti«ns  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
Hampshire,  lliough  he  ditf  approve  of  the  first 
one.  He  was  opposed  to  the  recommitmeut  of 
the  report,  and  was  for  the  House  acting  on  the 
subject  at  once.  At  a  proper  time, he  would  sub- 
mit a  resolution,  which  would  prescribe  v.hal.in 
his  opinion,  would  be  the  most  appropriate  course 
for  the  House  to  take  on  the  subject. 

The  Clerk,  at  Mr.  E.'s  request,  read  the  reso- 
lution which  he  had  prepared ,  for  the  information 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  ELMER  continued.  He  had  read  the  re- 
port of  ilie  select  committee,  and  he  believed  it 
^^  fully  sustained  and  embodied  nil  the  facts  of  the 
^^L  cose  as  they  occurred  before  the  House;  and  he 
^^B  (ieemc'd  it  u  duty  which  he  owed  lu  himself,  to  his 
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constituents,  and  to  the  country,  to  call  for  some 
action  of  the  House  in  Yelation  thereto.  It  was 
well  known  that,  in  the  tran.saction  of  the  busi- 
ness of  this  House,  there  were  great  irregularities 
and  violations  of  order  of  dally  occurrence,  on  the 
part  of  gentlemen  of  all  parties,  and  from  all  sec- 
tions of  the  country;  and,  to  apply  a  corrective, 
a  beginning  must  be  made;  he  did  not  wish  to 
begin  harshly,  and  therefore  he  would  begin  with 
a  resolution  of  censure.  It  would  be  seen  that  his 
resolution  made  no  discrimination  between  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  and  the  gentleman  from 
New  York;  but  if  thertfwere  diflerent  degrees  of 
guilt,  the  members  of  the  House  could  judgeof  the 
difference  for  themselves.  It  was  reported  to  the 
House  that  the  gentleman  from  Ken  tucky  had  used 
opprobrious  language  to  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  and  that  gentleman  stated  that  the  report 
did  liim  injustice  in  one  or  two  particulars,  and 
one  or  two  only,  if  he  recollected  correctly.  Tlie 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  complained  that  the 
tone  in  which  he  made  the  remark  to  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  was  not  correctly  repre- 
sented. He  said  bespoke  in  a  lov/ tone  of  voice; 
and  hcfurtliersaid  thathemadethc  remark  coolly, 
and  that  it  was  designed  for  the  ear  of  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  alone.  Well,  let  it  be  so 
taken;  and  did  it  in  the  slightest  manneralterthe 
nature  of  the  case?  And  to  what,  then,  did  it 
amount.'  Why,  to  this:  that  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky — according  to  his  own  admission — 
meant  to  insult  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
on  this  floor,  no  matter  whether  publicly  or  pri- 
vately. 

Mr.  CAUSIN  interposed,  and  inquired  if  the 
resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  was 
before  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  it  was  not  now 
before  the  House;  antl  the  Chair  understood  that 
the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  was  addressing 
the  House  on  the  instructions  offered  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  Hampshire,  [Mr.  H.\le.] 

Mr.  WHITE  hoped  the  genilenian  from  New 
Jersey  \\(ould  be  allowed  to  proceed. 

Mr.  ELMER  said  he  was  simply  remarking 
that,  in  the  view  of  the  case  in  which  it  was  pre- 
sented, it  amounted  to  an  intentional  in.^ult,  the 
result  of  which  was  intended  to  be,  if  not  a  per- 
sonal conflict  on  this  floor,  a  conflict  somewhere 
else.  They  could  not  shut  their  eyes  to  the  in- 
tention, for  it  was  plain  and  manifest;  and  yet 
such  was  the  aspect  in  which  it  was  brought  be- 
fore them  as  an  excuse!  It  was  suflicienlfor  the 
House  that  one  of  its  members  insulted  another, 
and  that  they  had  both  been  guilty  of  a  violation 
of  order,  and  of  the  rules  of  the  House;  and  for 
such  conduct  they  deserved  the  censure  of  the 
House.  The  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr. 
Dickinson,]  on  a  former  day,  asked  him,  as  some 
sort  of  a  set-ofl",  whether  he  "  hung  his  head  with 
shame"  at  the  circumstance  which  occurred  be- 
tween the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Weli.eh] 
and  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr. 
Stewart;]  and  he  had  then  no  opportunity  to 
reply,  and  should  tliereforo  make  ins  reply  now. 
He  would  now  inform  the  gcnlleman  from  Ten- 
nessee that  he  deplored  the  circumstance  alluded 
to;  and,  if  they  had  been  brought  before  the 
Hou.se  at  that  time,  he  should  have  voted  with 
all  his  heart  to  censure  those  gentlemen.  Being, 
however,  at  the  time  of  those  occurrences,  a  young 
member  on  this  floor,  he  look  no  part  in  those 
discussions,  nor  would  he  now  go  into  any  dis- 
cussion of  that  matter,  liut  here  was  a  personal 
conflict;  and  should  it  be  overlooked.'  He  saw 
no  necessity  to  recommit  the  report  which  had 
been  made;  there  was  no  neces.siiy  for  it.  It  was 
satd  that  there  were  some  errors  in  that  report; 
but  he  did  not  understand  that  there  were  any 
material  errors.  Why,  then,  should  they  waste 
further  time  by  a  recommitment.' 

Mr.  WHITE  said  he  had  hoped  most  sincerely 
^lat  no  necessity  would  have  required  him  to  rise 
here  during  the  progress  of  the  investigation  into 
this  case  until  it  came  to  a  final  determination, 
when  he  should  be  allowed  to  make  his  defense; 
but  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  New  Jer- 
sey, reflecting  upon  him  personally,  called  upon 
him  in  a  temperate  manner  to  set  that  gentleman 
right  in  relation  to  the  fact.i.  The  gentleman  from 
New  Jersi'y  had  said  thnt  he  had  complained  of 
no  part  of  the  report  of  the  select  committee, 
except  in  an  isolated  point;  but  when  the  gentle- 


man from  New  Jersey  said  thai,  he  said  what  tlio 
record  of  what  he  (Mr.  W.)  did  say  would  not 
sustain  him  in  at  all. 

Mr.  ELMER  called  upon  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  to  explain. 

Mr.  White  said  he  would  explain;  the  gen- 
tleman might  keep  his  scat.  It  would  bo  recol- 
lected that,  when  the  report  was  made  by  the 
select  committee,  he  had  never  seen  it;  and  tho 
fiiat  indic^ition  he  had  of  it  was  when  it  was  pre- 
sented to  this  House,  and  read  from  the  Clerk's 
table.  He  could  not,  at  that  time,  follow  it  con- 
secutively through  all  its  allegations;  but  he  dis- 
covered one  error,  and  he  insisted  on  its  recom- 
mitment, that  that  error  might  be  corrected.  Ho 
repeated  that  he  had  not  previously  read  the  re- 
port; indeed,  he  had  been  informed  by  a  member 
of  the  committee  thatit  w.Hsnot  intended  to  make 
any  report,  but  simply  to  report  the  facts:  and  he 
declared  before  God  that  he  had  no  evidence  that 
the  committee  had  changed  their  determination 
until  the  report  was  made.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, how  could  he  have  taken  u|)  the  report 
and  di.<»covcred  its  errors.'  Such  as  he  discovered 
he  had  exposed,  and  he  aski.d  that  they  might  be 
corrected;  but  tliut  favor  was  denied  liim.  Ho 
now  asked  the  attention  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  Jersey  to  a  fact  which  had  escaped  his  at- 
tention. Yesterday,  the  chairman  of  the  select 
committee  came  into  the  House  when  select  com- 
mittees were  called,  and  said  that  several  gentle- 
men had  stated  that  there  were  several  errors  of 
a  material  nature  in  the  printed  copy  of  testimony 
taken  in  the  ca.se.  He  [Mr.  SAVNnERs]  moved, 
therefore,  to  print  two  thousand  extra  copies  of 
the  report  and  testimony,  with  a  view  of  enabling 
gentlemen  to  furnish  such  corrections  of  their 
testimony  as  they  thought  material;  and  on  this 
motion  he  moved  the  previous  question.  Such 
was  the  slatemeni,  ycsdcrday,  of  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Sal'nders;]  and  the 
newspaper  reports  of  which,  he  had  said,  would 
show  that  he  had  not  only  complained  of  an  iso- 
lated error,  but  that  he  had  denounced  the  report- 
as  wrong  from  beginning  to  end.  He  said  tliia 
in  an  audible  voice  yestirdny,  but  it  hndesca]>cd 
the  attention  of  the  gentlemnn  from  New  Jersey. 
He  proceeded  to  make  other  remarks  of  a  liko 
character. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  jnade  some  explanation 
which  was  inaudible  in  con.sequcnce  of  a  hum  of 
voices  behind  the  reporter's  desk. 

Mr.  WHITE  said,  of  the  thirty-four  witnesses 
who  had  been  examined,  not  one  Imd  complained 
that  the  testimony  he  gave  had  been  incontctly 
reported.  Nor  did  he  iniend  to  impeach  the  ac- 
curacy of  thattestimony,  howevermuch  injustice 
it  might  do  him.  He  was  willing  thnt  the  testi- 
mony should  be  printed,  but  he  saw  no  occasion 
for  reprinting  the  report.  However  injurious  the 
testimony  might  be  lo  himself,  he  repeated,  he 
acquitted  gentlemen,  who  had  given  testimony  of 
nil  intention  to  misrepresent.  It  was  scarcely  to 
be  expected  that  the  most  honest  testimony,  espe- 
cially in  a  case  like  this,  should  agree  in  all  par- 
ticulars. As  he  hed  said  Horn  tho  beginning,  ho 
was  not  disposed  to  throw  any  obstacles  in  tho 
way  of  a  full  and  fair  investigation;  nor  did  he 
intend  to  throw  any  obstacles  in  the  way  of  tha 
gentleman  from  ISew  Jersey.  He  would  there- 
fore withdraw  the  motion  v.'liich  he  bod  mode. 

Mr.  ELMER  offered  a  resiilution  of  censure 
upon  Messrs.  Wurrii  and  Ratiiisiin.  He  would 
not  occupy  the  time  of  the  House  with  any  re- 
marks. In  moving  this  resolution,  he  had  sim- 
ply discharged  what  he  considered  to  be  his 
duty. 

Mr.  AVELLER  said  he  thought  it  was  time 
that  an  elTort  was  made  to  bring  the  discussion 
upon  this  unfortunate  subject  to  a  close.  Even 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  would  have  no 
reason  to  complain. 

Mr.  GRIDER  interposed,  and  requested  the 
genlluman  from  Ohio  to  allow  him  a  few  moments, 
that  he  might  make  a  few  remarks  upon  this 
subject. 

Mr.  WELLER  said  certainly,  if  it  was  a  mat- 
ter personal  to  the  gonileni.tn,  about  which  he 
desired  to  make  an  explanation. 

Mr.  GRIDER  said  it  was  upon  the  general 
proposition  that  he  desired  to  speak. 

Mr.  AVINTIIROP  rose  to  a  question  of  order. 
He  desired  to  know  what  cuiuiecliun  there  was 
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between  ihis  resolu-.ion  nnd  the  report.  The  res- 
olution seemed  to  be  altogether  independent  of 
the  report,  which  would  still  be  before  the  House. 
The  SPE.\KER  remarked  that  the  commiltec 
had  been  required  to  inquire  into  niid  report  to 
the  House  the  Hicts  of  the  ease,  which  they  had 
done;  it  was  competent,  then,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Chair,  for  the  gentleman  to  offer  the  resolu- 
tion which  he  had  done,  in  view  of  the  facts  which 
)iad  been  reported. 

Mr.  WKLLER  said  he  was  remarking,  when 
interrupted,  that  there  had  already  been  sufficient 
discussion  upon  this  subject.  The  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  could  have  no  reason  to  complain 
if  the  debate  were  now  to  be  terminated;  even  if 
the  report  did  him  injustice,  he  had  had  an  op- 
portunity to  make  twenty  or  thirty  speeches,  and 
those  speeches  had  gone  abroad  in  the  news- 
papers. If  the  facts  contained  in  the  report  were 
true,  that  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  had  used 
opprobrious  language  towards  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  he  could  never  consent  to  vote 
u  censure  upon  the  latter  gcniloman  for  the  course 
which  he  took.  It  was  impossible  to  curb  the 
tmssions  of  the  human  heart.  When  a  man  is 
grossly  insulted,  he  cannot  be  expected  tamely 
to.submit.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  genileman 
from  Kentucky  had  used  the  words  in  tlie  heat 
of  anger,  unuer  the  impression  that  his  own 
veracity  had  been  impeached,  he  would  be  willing 
to  vote  for  no  censure  upon  him.  But  he  had  not 
risen  for  the  purpose  of  einering  into  a  discussion 
upon  the  subject.  He  had  foreseen  what  w^iuld 
be  the  result;  and  now,  for  the  purpose  of  an- 
ticipating the  action  of  the  House,  ho  moved  to 
lay  the  whole  subject  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HALE  called  for  the  yens  and  nays. 
Mr.  GRIDER  inquired  whether  an  affirmative 
decision  would  carry  the  report  and  the  resolu- 
tion bolh  upon  the  table. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  the  whole  subject 
would  go  upon  the  table. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and  being 
taken,  resulted— yeas  82,  nays  73. 
So  the  subject  was  laid  upon  the  table. 
Mr.  McK  A  Y  moved  that  the  rules  be  suspended 
to  go  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  stale 
of  the  Union. 

Mr.  BARN'ARD  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  questinn;  which  were  ordered. 

Some  conversation  as  to  priority  of  business 
took  place. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  McKat's  mo- 
tion; and  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  74,  nays 
88. 

IlEPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 
Reports  from  committees  being  the  next  busi- 
ness in  order, 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL,  from  the  Cpmmiilce 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Samuel  G.  Walker;  which  was  read 'twice, 
und  referred. 

Mr.  KING,  of  New  York,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce,  moved  that  the  committee  be 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
memorials  of  several  railroad  companies,  praying 
for  a  remission  of  the  duties  on  railroad  iron,  on 
the  ground  that  there  a  general  bill  reported  on 
the  subject;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PHOENIX,  from  ilie  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jo.seph  Kerwan, 
surviving  partner  of  Kerwan  &  Willis;  which 
wns  twice  read,  and. referred. 

Mr.  WINTHUOP,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  a  bill,  in  addition  to  the  several  acts  reg- 
ulating the  shipment  and  di.sehargc  of  seamen, 
and  the  duties  of  consuls;  which  was  twice  read, 
nnd  referred. 

Mr.  DANA,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  made  a  report  upon  the 
case  of  Sellers  and  Pennock,  accompanied  by  a 
joint  resolution  for  their  relief;  which  resolution 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  committed 
to  a  Commillee  of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  STILES,  from  the  same  commitlee,  to 
whom  were  referred  the  joint  resolution  (No.  10) 
for  the  benefit  of  Saltmarsh  and  Fuller,  and  the 
joint  resolution  (No.  U)  for  the  benefit  of  William 
TuUer,  reported  the  first  of  the  said  resolutions 
with,  and  the  last  without,  amendment;  and  they 
were  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
tlie  Whole  House. 


PRIVATE  LAND  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  CROSS,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  reported  the  following  resolution: 

ResoUcil,  That  ihc  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  Pt.-iie 
of  the  Union  be  dischnrscd  from  the  consulpmtiou  ol  Si-n- 
nle  hill  10  test  In  the  1,'nited  .Sintea  eoiirt.-'  the  validity  of 
priviilc  land  cliilins  In  the  l-tMet  of  Missouri,  ArkansaB, 
nnd  Lonisiiinn,  nnd  hi  those  partu  of  iho  t-l.ito  of  Missis- 
sippi mid  .\lal>.imu,  nontli  of  ihe  thirty-flrrtt  d.'urce  of  iiorUl 
lalitnde,  iiml  h.  iweeii  llif  Missis»ip|il  nnd  Pcrdldo  rivers; 
nnd  th.1t  Ihe  snnic  he  made  the  special  order  of  the  d.iy  for 
Tuesday  ne.xl. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  desired  to  say  a  word  on 
the  resolution  olfeied  by  the  gentleman  from  Ark- 
ansas, [Mr.  Cross.]  The  object  of  the  resolution 
was  to  discharge  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
from  a  bill  of  very  great  importance,  and  involv- 
ing very  great  interests;  and  he  trusled  that  tho 
House  would  not  consent  to  bring  it  into  the 
House,  where  the  previous  question  could  be 
applied,  until  it  hail  been  discussed  in  commit- 
tee. 

Some  conversation  cn.sued  between  Messrs. 
CROSS,  THOMPSON,  C.  JOHNSON,  and 
WHITE. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  table;  and  on  this  he  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

inouire 
o  third 

The  SPEA'KER  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  VINTON  withdrew  his  motion  to  lay  on 
the  table;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  on 
the  adoption  of  the  resolution;  and  resulted — 
yeas  83,  naysG4;  which  was  less  than  a  majority 
of  two  thirds. 


Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  inouired  if  the  resolution 
would  not  require  a  two  thirds  vote. 


PAY  OF  TIIE  NATT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PARMENTER,  a  bill  from 
the  Senate  supplemental  to  a  bill  reported  in  the 
House  from  tne  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to 
regulate  the  pay  of  the  Navy,  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

ERRORS  IN  CENSUS. 

Mr.  ADAMS  asked  permission  to  present  a 
memorial  from  the  American  Statistical  Society, 
in  relation  to  errors  in  the  last  census;  and  he 
moved  that  it  be  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
tee, 

Mr.  BELSER  said  he  wished  to  inquire  of  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  whether  these 
were  the  proceedings  of  a  meeting  of  persons  of 
color  in  New  York. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  it  was  a  memorial  from  the 
Statistical  Society ,  showing  that  there  were  errors 
in  the  printing  of  the  sixth  census. 

Objections  were  made  to  its  reception. 

Mr.  ADAMS  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules 
to  enable  him  to  present  the  memorial;  and, upon 
this  motion  he  asked  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered;  and  being  taken,  resulted— yeas 
97,  nays  49. 

There  not  being  two  thirds  in  the  affirmative, 
the  rules  were  not  suspended. 

Mr.  ADAMS  inquired  if  the  Speaker  had 
voted. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  he  had  not. 

Mr.  ADAMS  rolled  upon  the  Speaker  to  vote, 
as,  if  that  vote  should  be  in  the  affirmative,  there 
would  be  two  thirds. 

The  SPEAKER  observed  that  lie  had  not  felt 
called  on  to  vote,  as  there  was  not  a  tie;  he 
would  inform  the  gentleman,  however,  that  if  he 
had  voted,  his  vpte  would  have  been  in  the  neg- 
ative. 

E.XECUTIVE  COMMUNICATION.  , 

Mr.  WELLER  moved  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  WHITE  inquired  whether,  in  case  the 
House  refused  to  go  into  committee,  the  first  busi- 
ness would  not  be  the  consideration  of  the  eastern 
harbors  bill  ? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  that  bill  was  the 
first  business  upon  the  Speaker's  table. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR,  of  New  York,  demanded  the 
yens  nnd  nays  upon  the  motion  to  go  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union;  and  being  taken,  resulted— yeas-59,  nays 

93-       -      . 
The  motion  was  negatived. 


Mr.  SEYMOUR  asked  if  the  morning  hour 
was  passed. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  had.  He  would  now 
lay  before  the  House  a  communication  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Nnvy. 

A  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary,  in 
reply  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  the  29th  of 
January,  relating  to  the  employment  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  marines  at  the  docks  and  navy-yardi 
of  the  United  Stales,  ^aa  read,  laid  on  the  table, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

EASTERN  HARBORS   BILL. 
The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  first  businen  in 
order  was  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  cer- 
tain harbors  and  rivers. 

The  bill  was  then  taken  up,  and  the  pendin; 
amendmen  tread,  which  waaaitnmendmcnt  offered 
by  Mr.  TiioMPso.v,  appropriating  $10,000  for  the 
removal  of  the  bar  ot  the  moulh  of  the  Pass  Chris- 
tian, State  of  Louisiana. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  said  this  motion  was  made 
in  pursuance  of  a  petition  of  the  mail  contractors 
and  mail  carriers  between  New  Orleans  and  Mo- 
bile, steamboat  masiers  and  owners,  merchants 
in  trade,  and  others  interested  in  the  commercial 
intercourse  between  those  two  great  cities,  which 
he  presented  to  the  House  after  this  bill  had  beea 
reported  by  the  Commitu-e  on  Conomerce.  The 
number  of  petitioners  is  sixty-two;  but  he  wu 
assureci  that  the  number  couldhave  been  enlarged 
to  fifteeen  thousand  had  it  been  thought  necessary. 
The  lateness  of  the  presentation  of  tlie^  petition 
will  satisfactorily  account  for  the  omission  of 
this  appropriation  in  the  bill  as  reported.  For 
he  was  thoroughly  persuaded,  that  if  the  facts 
had  been  properly  and  fairly  laid  before  the 
committee,  the  merits  of  the  proposed  work 
would  have  induced  that  committee  to  make  the 
expenditure  asked  for.  He  w^as  now  under  the 
necessity  of  offering  some  considerations  to  the 
House,  which  recommended  the  adoption  of  this 
motion. 

New  Orleans  and  Mobile  are  situated  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty  miles  apart.     There  is  ail  im- 
mense trade  car«ied  on  between  these  two  citiea. 
1 1  consisted ,  for  t he  most  pari ,  in  meat,  flour,  com, 
lard,  bagging,  and  rope,  and  all   llic  thousand 
things  which  are  carried  from  the  up-country  for 
the  consumption  of  the  (.onthern  States.    Soutk 
Alabama  is  a  very  large  consumer  of  western  pro- 
visions.  There  are  two  routes  from  New  Orleans 
to  Mobile,  on  which  this  trade  passes      As  you 
come  out  from  Lake  Ponteharlrain  into  the  GtUf 
of  Mexico,  there  are  two  channels  in  which  the 
trade  passes,  and  they  are  known  and  designated 
as  the  inner  and  the  outer  route.  The  inner  roate 
passes  along  the  Mississippi  beach,  is  protected 
by  Ship  island  and  Cat  island  against  storms  and 
the  violence  of  the  weather,  anil  is  well  nifh  the 
only  safe  route  for  steamboats.     The  outer  ooe 
runs  to  the  south  of  the  islands,  and  is  liable  to 
sudden  and  violent  storms,  to  encounter  and  soe- 
cessfully  resist  which  steamboats  generally  are 
incapacitated;  for  it  is  a  fact,  perhaps  not  gener- 
ally known,  that  in  that  gulf  storms  are  not  only 
frequent,  but   sudden,  violent,  nnd   imminent^ 
dangerous.  It  is  the  inner  route  w  hich  runs  through 
Pass  Christian,  which  is  situated  on  the  coast  of 
Mississippi.    Whenever  the  wind  bears  from  the 
north  ami  northwest,  which  are  the  prevaiUiig 
winds  in  the  winter  season,  and  which  is  the  land 
breeze,  this  pass  becomes  shallow;  and,  being 
very  crooked,  it  is  almost  impossible  for  naviga- 
tors to  escape  grounding.*  Tliis  is  provc-d  bjrlbe 
letter  of  the  Postmaster  General,  which  has  been 
read  in  the  hearingof  the  Hou8e,and  which  shows 
that  more  llian  two  thirds  of  the  failures  of  the 
Vnilci  States  mails  are  caused  by  ihe  bar  '""^ 
he  now  desired  the  House  to  cause  to  be  remowo 
by  trils  appropriation. 

What  is  to  be  done?  Tlie  petition  sets  forth 
(ond  such  I  am  well  persuaded  is  the  fact)  thai  a 
bar  four  hundred  yards  in  extent  is  all  the  imped- 
iment, all  the  hindernnce  to  this  commerce.  This 
bar  consists  of  coarse  sand  and  oyster  banks, 
which,  being  once  removed,  would  neveraccoina- 
late  a  second  time.  The  experience  of  a  hundred 
years  proves  that  the  woter  is  gradually  deepea- 
in";  and  this  fact  gives  assurance  that  there  lano 
predisposition  to  accumulate  and  form  a  '>•'■•• 
this  point;  and  experienced  men  say  that  §10^ 
expended  in  abrading  and  removing  this  bar  wto 
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greatly  facilitate  ami  iiid  the  imtnoiiae  commerce 
wiiicli  flnats  alon?  this  coast. 

But  while  we  urged  ihis  matter,  Mississippi,  as 
a  Suite,  is  as  link  interested  in  this  im])rovemenl 
as  any  line  ofihi'  western  States.  Along  tlii8Con.sl 
we  h.ive  a  sparse  but  «  most  worthy  populntion, 
which  is  directly  interistod  in  this  work;  but  their 
commerce  forni.s  liut  an  inconHldcrnbli.' amount  of 
this  vast  trade.  Who  suppliis  the  southern  market 
with  meat.^  Indiana, Ohio,  Illinois, and  Kentucky. 
Who  sends  down  tlie  (lour,  and  iron,  and  whi.sk y, 
and  bugging,  and  rope,  and  mules,  and  horses.' 
Tennessee,  Kentucky,  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  In- 
diana, Illinois,  Missouri,  and  Inwa. 

It  is  for  these  Stales  ihis  expenditure  is  asked, 
and  particularly  should  the  llepresentatives  of 
Loui.siana  anil  Alabama  sustain  this  amendment. 
The  exports  of  Mississipiii  con.-iisl  almost  ex- 
flusively  of  coilon.  This  finds  its  way  to  New 
Orleans  ond  Mobile,  and  llienre  it  is  put  on  board 
of  your  merchantmen, and  exported  direct  to  for- 
eif;n  ports.  Hence  he  might  be  relieved  from  in- 
si^<ling  upon  a  matter  which  is  not  to  gain  him 
any  strength  at  home, or  benefit  any  large  portion 
of  Ills  constituents. 

The  commercial  importance  of  a  place  lying  In 
our  vicinity,  is  but  too  apt  to  be  exaggerated  by 
all,  and  this  is  the  great  danger  of  appropriations 
of  this  kind.  Nor  would  he  attempt  to  depreci- 
ate or  diminish  the  consequence  of  other  points 
which  receive  appropriations  in  this  and  the  bill 
of  a  similar  character  which  has  already  passed 
this  House.  Hut  it  is  idle  to  tell  an  individual, 
acquainted  with  the  trade  discommoded  by  this 
bar,  along  which  a  thousand  boxes  of  articles 
for  sale  pass  daily,  that  it  is  not  to  be  compared 
ill  its  claims  on  this  Government  with  those  of 
the  harbor  at  the  mouth  of  the  Genesee  river,  on 
which  the  Government  has  expended  more  than 
one  hundred  and  fifty-two  thousand  dollars,  and 
is  now  about  to  appropriate  $U0,000;  or  the  har- 
bor at  Oswego,  on  which  y<7u  have  spent  more 
than  two  hundred  and  twenty-two  thousand  dol- 
lars, and  now  propose  to  spend  $20,000  more;  or 
the  iiarbor  at  UulTalo,  on  which  you  have  hereto- 
fore expended  more  than  two  hundred  and  twelve 
thousand  dollars,  and  now  have  appropriated 
J40,000  more;  or  the  Hudson  riv6r,  fot  the  im- 
provement of  which  you  have  expended  $320,000, 

.and  in  this  $60,000  more  is  to  be  appropriated! 
Is  it  to  be  compared  with  the  trade  which  is  pro- 
tected by  the  Delaware  breakwater,  in  the  con- 
struction of  which  you  have  expended  well  nigh. 
two  million  dollars,  and  now  propose  to  spend 
J100,OOU  in  addition;  or  the  Cape  Fear  river,  on 
which  you  have  expended  more  than  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  and  now  propose  to  appropriate 
^20,000;  or  that  of  the  Savannah  river,  on  which 
you  have  expended  more  than  one  hundred  and 
forty  thousand  dollars,  and  now  propose  to  in- 
crease thai  amount  j^SO.OOO  more;  or  the  harbor 
at  Chicago,  where  Government  has  expended 
1^212,333,  aid  has  now  added  to  that  sum  S30,000.> 
The  least  observation  will  .satisfy  everybody  that 
the  idea  is  preposterous  to  reject  this  appropria- 
tion when  considered  in  a  commercial  point  of 
Yiew. 

But  he  should  be  told  that  no  estimate  has  been 
made  for  this  work,  and  it  would  be  unwise  to 

'  appropriate  without  an  examination  and  report 
from  an  officer  of  the  Government.  Sir,  1  give 
you  the  opinion  of  practical  men  as  to  the  char- 
acter of  the  work  and  of  its  practicability  and  of 
the  probable  cost.  In  this  opiniipi  the  House  can 
place  confidence.  These  men  neither  expect  to 
disburse  the  money,  nor  to  obtain  the  contract. 
They  wish  alone  to  facilitate  trade,  to  subserve 
the  public  interest.  Governmenthas  already  the 
necessary  apparatus  in  those  waters  to  do  the 
work.  And  he  pledged  himself,  if  this  sum  now 
asked  for  be  not  sufficient,  to  ask  no  more  in  fu- 
ture; and  if  the  improvement  be  tmce  made,  he 
would  ask  no  iijore  to  keep  it  up.  But,  from  ex- 
perience, what  confidence  can  we  place  in  the 
estimates  heretofore  made  for  the  accomplishing 
of  tliesc  works-  Your  Topographical  Burcou, 
consisting  of  a  few  theoretical  men,  educated  at 
your  Military  Academy,  and  knowing  but  little 
of  the  world  or  of  practical  life,  Send  in  their  esti- 
mates, induce  Congress  to  begin  a  work  consid- 
ered of  national  importance,  and  then,  rather  than 
abandon  the  work,  we  are  forced  to  spend  four- 
fold the  original  estimate.     Let  me  call  the  atten- 


tion of  the  House  to  the  following  table,  which  is 
obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Topographical  En- 
gineers: 

Slatertinit  shaifins  the  apjrropriations  a$kcd  for  by  the  pres- 
ent but,  the  orii;imtt  estttnatet,  aiut  the  amountn  tliat  have 
been  erpcwteit  for  ronti,  harbor,  aiid  rive^  itnprovemeiitn, 
placert  uititer  the  direction  of  the  Bureau  of  Toyo^^raphical 
KnsineerSj/rom  the  commencement,  in  Ib'Jl,  to  January 
1,  1844. 
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Mr.  WENTWORTH  here  interrupted,  and 
asked  Mr.  Thompson  if  he  would  vote  for  the 
bill  if  his  amendmimt  prevailed.' 

Mr.  THOMPSON  said  he  would  onswer  that 
interrogaiory  in  a  few  minutes.  He  had  intro- 
duced the  foregoing  table  to  show  the  reliance  to 
be  placed  on  the  estimates  of  your  Topographical 
Bureau.  He  would  much  sooner  rely  upon  the 
views  and  calculations  of  practical  men.  But  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois  desired  to  know  what 
course  he  would  pursue  in  relation  to  this  bill, 
should  this  aniendment  prevail.  He  would  scorn 
himself,  did  he  consider  himself  capable  of  chan^;- 
ing  his  vole  on  this  bill  by  the  adoption  of  this 
aniendment.  He  envied  not  the  man  his  princi- 
ples or  his  conscience  who  could  consent  to  be 
moved  about  by  such  considerations.  He  believed 
the  system  wrong;  and  the  paltry  sum  of  JIO.OOO 
coulif  not  induce  liim  to  sanction  such  a  system. 
And  he  said  he  should  vote  again.'<t  the  bill  even 
should  the  amendment  prevail.  This  might  de- 
feat his  proposition;  for  he  well  remembered, 
when  the  bill  for  the  improvement  of  the  western 
harbors  was  up  for  consideration,  the  gentleman 
from  Alabama  [Mr.  Chapman]  advocated  an  ap- 
propriation for  the  Tennessee  river,  for  which 
esiimates  had  been  made,  and  he  was  categori- 
cally asked,  if  his  wishes  prevailed,  would  he 
vote  for  the  bill;  and  because  his  answer  was  un- 
satisfactory, the  appropriation  was  denied.  This 
is  the  way  in  which  bills  of  this  character  are 
carried  throu«;h  this  House.  You  are  to  interest 
men,  and  to  divide  the  spoil.  A  single  appropri- 
ation for  a  single  work  would  receive  no  favor; 
but,  by  combination  and  mutual  understanding, 
bills  ore  jiassed.  Let  the  people  of  the  country 
know  this,  and  he  envied  not  the  laurels  of  any 
man  so  dearly  bought. 

But  the  importance  of  this  paltry  appropriation 
no  man  will  deny.  And  shall  no  feeling  of  the 
general  good  lead  men  to  give  any  individual 
a  share  who  is  not  ready  to  put  himself  in  the 
market? 

The  aggregate  of  the  bills  for  the  improvement 
of  harbors  and  rivers  is  $1,1J2,000.  Of  this 
amount,  excdpling  the  sums  appropriated  for  the 
Mississippi  river  and  its  tributaries,  $145,000 
alone  is  to  be  expended  south  of  Mason  and 
Dixon's  line;  and  of  this  sum  only  $15,000  goes 
to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.    The  value  of  the  annual 


products  of  the  western  and  southwestern  btotes, 
according  to  the  census  oj"  1840,  is  as  follows: 

Al.iliama ijQS.gei.aK 

Mi8sl.«»ippl iM,7:«l,338 

Lnul.'iniia 3:i,0-l4.959 

ArkHM<ns 6,888,39.> 

'IViiiie.-(see Sn,'JTJ,'360 

Missinlh 15,830,444 

Kemiicky 3S,US4,19) 

Ohio 63,'.I06.678 

liidiniia 23,5:fi,B3l 

llliwiiK I8,981.9KI 

Wisconsin I.IKId.koo 

Iowa I,i;ia,l06 

8302,570,913 

These  western  and  southern  and  southwestern 
Slates  are  the  great  feeders  of  your  commerce. 
Of  the  whole  foreign  commerce  of  this  country, 
near  two  thirds  of  your  cxportations  go  from  and 
through  ihe  Gulf  of  Mexico;  yet  to  the  improve- 
ment of  that  Gulf  the  pitiful  sum  of  $15,000  is 
allotted. 

Gentlemen  .><hou1d  look  seriously  to  this  matter. 
One  portion  of  this  Union  views  your  tax  bills  a4 
blessings;  the  other  as  burdens.  The  manufac- 
turing Stales  advocate  tariffs  because  they  feel 
that  they  are  mpre  than  reimbursed, in  the  shape 
of  bounties  on  tlieir  products,  fur  the  money  they 
pay  in  the  shape  of  laxi^s;  while  the  planting 
Suites  feel  that  the  tax  paid  Government  is  so 
much  abstracted  from  the  profits  of  their  labor; 
and  besides,  the  bounties  paid  the  manufacturers 
are  also  directly  or  indirectly  drawn  from  them. 
Under  the  plundering  operation  of  your  protective 
taritf  system,  every  man  of  a  fair  and  liberal  mind 
must  feel  that  it  is  idle  and  ridiculous  to  call  this 
a  Government  of  equal  laws;  a  tax  is  prayed  for, 
and  the  imposition  of  a  tax  is  hailed  as  a  positive 
good.  The  very  expression  convinces  one  that 
there  is  rottenness  and  corruption  somewhere. 
But  let  ns  go  one  step  farther.  Your  tax,  thus 
inlquitously  connected,  is  disbursed  in  such  a 
manner  that  those  who  regarded  your  tax  bills  as 
blessings,  divide  eight  tenths  of  it  among  them- 
selves. Can  any  one  be  astonished  ihot  the  ex- 
clamation thould  proceed  from  that  section  to 
which  he  belonged — that  in  verity  we  only  know 
and  feel  this  Government  by  its  oppressions.' 
Your  taxes  are  unjustly  collected,  and  thus  ini- 
quitously  disbursed.  How  insulting,  and  how 
absurd  it  is,  in  view  of  all  these  facts,  to  be  asked 
to  sanction  an  unholy  system  of  expenditure,  in 
Older  to  obtain  a  paltry  expenditure  for  a  neces- 
sary improvement  in  the  great  highway  of  com- 
merce. H\;  said  he  offered  his  amendment  in 
good  faith,  and  hoped  it  would  be  inserted  in  the 
bill. 

Mr.  HAMMETT  advocated  the  amendment. 
The  channel  to  which  it  had  reference  was  im- 
portant as  a  great  mail  route,  and  also  as  the  woy 
by  which  much  important  commerce  was  trans- 
mitted to  market. 

Mr.  TIBBATTS  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  BLACK,of  Georgia,  having  obtained  the 
withdrawal  of  the  previous  question,  on  a  pledge 
to  renew  it,  proceeded  to  make  some  observations 
on  the  amendment,  and  on  expenditures  for  in- 
ternal improvements  generally.  This  bill  came 
from  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and  was  de- 
signed to  afford  facilities  to  commerce;  and  hence 
he  had  not  even  a  momentary  doubt  respecting 
the  vote  which  he  should  give.  He  opposed 
these  expenditures  for  any  such  purposes.  He 
would  vote  for  appropriations  for  light-houses, 
for  the  purpose  of  guiding  our  Navy  into  port; 
or  for  military  roads,  for  the  conveyance  of  our 
Army;  but  he  would  not  vote  for  this  amendment. 
He  considered  the  appropriation  for  the  Savan- 
nah river  to  be  perfectly  safe.  It  was  an  appro- 
Griation  which  must  pass.  The  obstructions  had 
een  placed  there  by  order: of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, for  the  benefit  of  the  whole  United  Stales; 
and  now  that  its  purpose  had  been  accomplished, 
and  the  interests  of  conimeice  required  their  re- 
moval, this  Government  was  bound  to  remove 
them.  If  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  insisted 
upon  his  renewing  the  demand  for  the  previous 
question,  he  was,  of  course,  bound  to  renew  it, 
though  he  was  himself  averse  to  it. 

Mr.  TIBBATTS  insisted  on  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  BLACK,  of  Georgia,  accordingly  renewed 
tlic  demand. 
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Mr.  KENNEDY,  of  Maryland,  npppalod  to 
the  gentluninn  lo  wiilidraw  liie  call  for  the  pre- 
vious question. 

Mr.  BELSER  moved  a  call  of  the  House;  and 
on  this  motion, 

Mr.  HOUSTON  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

On  seconding  the  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
the  vote's  were  Uikcn  by  tellcr.i,  who  reported 
thirty-nine  in  the  affirmative;  which  was  u  suffi- 
cient number. 

So  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and  being 
talccn,  resulted — yeas  49,  nays  117. 

So  the  call  of  the  House  was  not  ordered. 

Mr.  T1BI3.\TTS  then  withdrew  the  demand 
for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  KENNEDY,  of  Maryland,  sent  to  the 
Chair  an  amendment  which  he  proposed  to  offer; 
but  it  was  ruled  by  the  Chair  not  to  be  in  order 
at  tliis  lime,  as  the  umendmenl  otTered  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia  was  still  pending.  Mr.  K. 
explained  the  object  of  the  amendment  which  he 
proposed  to  olTer,  which  was  an  appropriation 
tor  the  preservation  of  the  harbor  at  Baltimore. 
He  concluded  by  renewing  the  demand  for  the 
previous  question. 

Mr.  VINTON  inquired  if  the  effect  of  the  pre- 
vious question  would  be  to  cut  off  the  gentleman 's 
amendment.' 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  it  would. 

Mr.  KENNEDY,  of  Maryland,  said  he  so  un- 
derstood it;  but  he  iuo»<-d  the  picbiuuj  quesiiuii 
in  accordance  with  the  promise  lie  made  when  he 
obtained  the  lloor. 

The  previous  question  was  then  seconded — 
ayes  91,  noes  42 — and  the  main  question  was 
ordered. 

Tlie  main  question  was  first  put  on  the  amend- 
ment lo  the  annndments  of  the  committee  ap- 
propriating ^10,000  for  the  removal  of  the  bar  at 
the  mouth  of  Puss  Christian,  Loui.siana.  This 
question  being  decided  in  the  negative — ayes  54, 
nays  'ii. 

The  question  recurred  on  concurring  in  the 
amendment.^  made  in  theComniitieeof  the  Whole, 
nnd  wj-s  taken  first  on  the  amendment  appropri- 
ating §15,000  for  the  improvement  of  the  harbor 
at  Bridgeport,  Connecticut. 

Til Ih  amendment  was  also  rejected — ayes  thirty- 
nine;  noes  not  counted. 

The  question  wa.s  then  put  on  the  amendment 
appropriating  ^5,000  for  the  improvement  of  the 
haibor  at  White  Hall,  New  York. 

Mr.  BELSER  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and  the  ques- 
tion being  taken,  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — 
yeas  93,  nays  87;  as  foUows: 

YEAS — MKMn.  Abbtit,  Adams,  Ashe,  Baker,  Barnard, 
Itreiigle,  UnHllK'ad,  Milton  Urown,  {tuttiniiloii,  Jercniidli 
K.  Cary,  SlitpJii^nl  C'ary,  Carroll.  Causin,  t^llilloii,  Clilicli, 
Clinton,  CoUaincr,  C'riin^ton,  l>arra;;ti,  Garrett  Uavls, 
Iticliard  U.  Davis,  Dtlin,  Dellel,  Dickey.  Dunlap.  Ulli», 
Llnier,  Fish,  Florence,  Foot.  Gidillii|£s,  Urinncll,  (Jrlder, 
llardin,  llar|i(T,  Hays,  llubbill,  ll>idsni;,VVasliington  Hum, 
Cliarlen  J.  Iligersoll,  Jo:iepll  U.  lii;er>ojl,  J.;iik3,  Perley  B. 
Joliiison,  John  P.  Kennedy.  Preston  Kins;,  Daniel  P.  Kinp, 
Kirkiialrick,  Marsh,  Malhews,  McClelland,  McDowell, 
Mcllvainc,  £dward  J.  .Morris,  Morse,  Patterson,  Peyton, 
I'lnviiix.  Polliick,  Klisha  It.  Potter,  Pratt,  Preston,  llnin- 
Bey,  Charli's  M.  Kccd,  itoblnson,  Itockwell,  Eogfrs,  Kui- 
eell,  Sample,  Schciiek,  Sentcr,  tSevcnince,  David  I^.  Sey- 
mour, Riinims,  Albert  Smith,  John  '1'.  Pnillh,  Caleb  B. 
SmltJi,  Hleplions,  ^ti-tson,  Andrun-  :?t(;\varl,  l^lrong.  i?iiin- 
iiicrs,  'I  ibballs,  'J'ildin,  Tyler.  Vance,  VanmetiT,  Vinton, 
Wcniworth,  Wethercd,\Vhitc,  VVlntlirop,\Villiam  Wright, 
and  Joseph  A.  Wright— 92. 

N.W.S— .Messrs. -ArrlnRlon,  Atkinson,  Rarringcr,  Bayly, 
Delscr,  Bfrnlon,  Edward  Black,  James  Black,  James  A. 
Black,  Blaekwcll,  Bower,  Bowlin,  Boyd.  Uiinkcrholf, 
William  J.  Brown,  Buikc,  Burt,  Caldwell,  Keuben  Cliap- 
luan,  Augustus  A.  Chapman,  Cliappcll,  clinginan,  Cobb, 
Coles,  Cross,  Cullom,  Dana,  Daniel,  John  VV.  Davis,  Dc- 
bcrry,  Dtllin^liam,  Dromcoole,  Duncan,  Ficklin.  French, 
Gowgiii,  Byraui  Green.  Willis  Green,  llaniliti,  Haininett, 
Haralson,'  Henley,  Herrlck,  Holmes,  Houston,  [Iiibard, 
Andrew  Johnson,  George  VV.  Jones,  Andrew  Kennedy, 
l.nbranchc,l,ncas,  I.llmpkin,Maclay,^lcCau»lcn,McCleV- 
llanll,  iMeConnell,McK.ay,  Joseph  Morris,  NewtoiT,"Norris, 
Owen,  Paruienter,  Payne,  Emery  D.  Potter,  Rathbun, 
Uavid  S.  Held,  Kelfc,  Kilter,  Roberts,  St.  John,  Saunders, 
Thomas  H.  Seymour,  Simpson,  .Slidell,  Robert  Smith, 
Thomas  Smith,  Siccnrod,  John  Stewart,  Stone,  Svkcs, 
Taylor,  Thonip.-oii,  Tucker,  \Vcller,Williaius,  Woodward, 
and  Vost— ST. 

So  the  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

The  other  amendments  were  concurred  in;  and 
the  question  recurred  on  the  engrossment  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  HOLMES  moved  that  when  this  House 
adjourns  it  adjourn  lo  meet  again  ou  Monday 


next.  [The  object  was  to  ventilate  tlie  House  and 
change  the  carpets.] 

Ml .  HOUSTON  moved  to  amend  so  as  to  pro- 
vide that  when  this  House  adjourns  "on  Friday," 
it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday  next. 

Tile  amendment  was  negatived. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  on  the  motion 
of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina;  and  re- 
sulted— yeas  71,  nays  110. 

So  the  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennes.see,  moved  to  lay  the 
harbor  and  river  bill  on  the  table;  and  called  for 
the  yeas  9nd  nays  thereon;  but  they  were  not 
ordered. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  also  nega- 
tived. 

On  the  questionofengrossmontforatliird  read- 
ing, the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and  resulted 
— yeas  90,  nays  8.3;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Abbott,  Adams, .\8hc.  Baker,  Barnard, 
Brinkerhort',  Brodhead,  Milton  Brown,  Butfington,  Jere- 
miah E.  Cary,  Shepherd  Cary,  Carroll.  Causin,  Chillon, 
Clinch,  Collatner,  t^runston,  Dana,  Darragh, Garrett  Davis, 
Richard  1).  Davis,  Dellel,  Dickey,  Duncan.  Dnntap,  Ellis, 
Elmer,  Fish,  Florence,  Foot,  Giddings,  Byram  Green, 
Grinnell,  Grider,  Hardin,  Harper,  Hays,  llnbbell,  Hudson, 
Washington  Hunt,  Charles  J.  Ingcrsoll,  Joseph  R.  Inger- 
soll,  frvin,  Jcnks,  Perley  B.  Johnson,  John  P.  Kennedy, 
Preston  King,  Daniel  P.  King,  Lyon,  Marsh,  Mathews, 
McClelland,  Mcllvaine,  Edward  J.  Morris,  Morse.  Patter- 
son, Peyton,  Phienix,  Pollock.  Elisha  K.  Potter,  Emery  D. 
Potter,  Pratt,  Preslon,  (.'harlcs  M.  Reed,  Robinson,  Itock- 
well. Rogers,  Russell,  St.  John,  Sample. Sehenek,  Senter, 
Severance,  David  !..  L--jKi..ur,  Simons, .AtbeiL-'niiih.  John 
T.  Smith,  t;aleh  B.  Smith,  Slepiieos,  Stetson,  .Andrew 
Stewart,  Strong,  Summers,  Sykes,  Tlionias.son,  Tibbatts, 
Tilden,  Tyler,  Vance,  Vanmeter,  Vinton.  WcntwortJi, 
Wethered,  White,  Winthrop,  and  William  Wright— 96. 

N.WS — Messrs.  Arrington,  Atkinson,  Barringer,  I*ayly, 
Belser,  Benton,  Bidlack,  Edward  J.  Black,  James  Bl.-icit, 
James  A.  Black,  Blackwelt,  Bower,  Uowlln,  Boyd,  Hren- 
gle,  Burke,  Burt,  Caldwell,  Reuben  t'hapnian,  Augustus 
A.  Chapman,  Chappell,  Clingman,  Cobb.  Coles,  Cross, 
Cullom,  D.'inlel,John  W.  Davis,  Deberry,  Dickinson.  Dil- 
lingham, Drotnguote,  Ficklin,  French,  Goggiii,  Willis 
Green,  Hamlin,  Hanimett,  Haralson,  Herrlck,  Holmes, 
Hoge,  Houston,  Hubard,  Andrew  Johnson,  George  W. 
Jones,  Andrew  Kennedy,  Labranche,  Lucas,  Lumpkin, 
Maclay,  McCauslcn,  McCiernaml,  McConnell,  McDowell, 
McKay,  Joseph  Morris,  Newton,  Norris,  Owen,  Parmenter, 
Payne,  Ruthbun,  David  S.  Reld,  Reding,  Uitter,  Rnlx-rts, 
Saunders,  Thomas  H.  Seymour,  Siii»pson,Slidcll,  Tliumas 
Smith,  Robert  Smith,  John  Stewart,  Stiles,  Stone,  'I'aylor, 
Thompson,  Tucker,  Weller,  \ViJliain»,  Woodward,  and 
Joseph  A.  Wright 83. 

Mr.  HAMLIN,  after  the  roll  had  been  called 
through,  and  before  the  vote  was  announced, 
asked  if  it  would  be  in  order  to  move  to  be  ex- 
cused from  voting. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  would  not. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  then  voted  "no." 

The  question  coming  up  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill, 

Mr.  HOLMES  moved  that  the  Hou.se  adjourn. 

Mr.  TIBBATTS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

The  question  was  put  on  the  motion  to  adjourn; 
and  it  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR  moved  the  previous  question 
on  the  passage  of  the  bill;  which  wa.s  seconded 
by  the  House,  and  the  main  question  ordered. 

Mr.  McCONNELL  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee,  inquired  if  the  bill 
had  been  engrossed;  and  being  answered  in  the 
affirmative,  called  for  the  reading  of  it.  It  was 
read  accorilingly. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  passage  of 
the  bill;  and  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — 
yeas  96,  nays  80;  as  follows: 

YE.\S — Messrs.  Abbot,  Adams,  Ashe,  Baker,  Barnard, 
Brinki  rliotf,  Brodhead,  Buffi nglon,  Jeremiah  E.  Cary,  Shep- 
herd Cary,  Carroll.  Causin,  Chilton,  Clinch,  Clinton,  Col- 
lanier,  Cranston,  Dana,  Darragh,  Garrett  Davis,  Richard 
D.  Davis,  Dellet,  Dickey,  Duncan,  Dunlap.  Eliis,  Elmer, 
Fish,  Florence,  Font,  Giddings,  Byram  Green,  Grinnell, 
Grider,  Hardin,  Harper,  Hays,  Hubbcll,  Ifudson,  Washing- 
ton Hunt,  Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  Joseph  R.  Ingcrsoll,  frvin, 
Jenks,  Perley  B.  Johnson,  John  P.  Kennedy,  Preston  King, 
Daniel  P.  King,  t<yoii,  Marsii,  Mathews,  McClelland,  Mc- 
Ilvanc,  Edward  J.  Morris,  .Morse,  Patterson,  Peyton,  Ph(e- 
nlx,  Pollock,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Emery  D.  Potter,  Pratt,  Pres- 
ton, Purdy,  itamsey,  Charles  M.  Reed,  Robinson,  Rockwell, 
Hogets,  Kussell,  St.  John,  Sample,  Sclienck,  .Senter,  Sev- 
erencc,  David  L.  Seymour,  Albert  Smith,  John  T.  Smith, 
t"^a-Ieb  B.  Smith,  Stephens,  Stetson,  .Andrew  Stewart, 
Strong,  Summers,  Sykes,.  Thoniasson,  TUibatts,  Tilden, 
Tvler,  Vance,  Vanmeler,  Vinton,  VVenlwwili,  Wethered, 
While,  Winthrop,  and  William  Wright— 96. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Atkinson,  Barringer,  Bayly,  Belser, 
Benlon,  Eilward  J.  Black,  James  Black,  James  A.  Black, 
Bower,  Bowlin.  Boyd,  Brengle,  Burke,  Burt,  Caldwell, 
Keubcu  Chapmau,  Chappctl;  Ctiugman,  Cobb,  Cules,  Crossj 


Cullom,  Daniel,  John  W.  Davis,  Deberry,  Dickinson,  Dil- 
lingham, Dromgoole,  Ficklin,  French.  G'»ggip,  Willi* 
Green,  Hamlin,  Hainmetl,  Haraisnn,  Herrlck.  Hoge, Hoiu- 
ton,  Hubard,  Andrew  Johnson,  George  W.  Jones,  Andrew 
Kennedy,  Kirkpalriek,  Labranche,  Lucas,  Ltimpkir,  Mft- 
elay,  MctJaulsen,  McClcrnand,  McConnell.  .McDowell, 
McKay,  Joseph  Morris,  Newton,  Norris,  Owen,  Parmen- 
ter, Payne,  Uathbun,  D.ivid  S.  Reid,  Reding,  Rltler.  Rubens, 
Saunders,  Tlifiraas  11.  Seymour,  Simons,  Bimpfon,  Tbontaa 
Smith,  Robert  Smith,  John  Stewart,  S[|le«,  Stone, Ta;lor, 
Tucker,  Weller,  Williams,  Woodward,  and  JfHepb  A. 
Wright— «!. 

Mr.  CARROLL  moved  a  reconsideration  of 
the  vote  just  taken. 

Mr.  Weller  moved  that  the  House adjoum. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  Mr.  CARRotx'i 
motion  to  reconsider;  and  it  was  rejected. 

OREGON  BILL. 
Mr.  DUNCAN  gave  notice  that  he  would,  oo 
Monday,  call  up  the  Oregon  bill,  and  would  con- 
tinue to  call  it  up  every  day  till  acted  on. 

ADJOURNMENT  OVER. 

Mr.  WELLER  and  Mr.  HOUSTON  moved 
that  the  House  adjourn. 

Mr.  HOLMES  moved  to  amend  the  motion  by 
making  the  adjournment  over  to  Monday  next. 

Mr.  WELLER  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  said  that  he  made  the  motion 
to  adjourn,  and  did  not  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  ELMER  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  but 
tlicy  v.er,"  not  ordered. 

The  question  was  (hen  put  on  the  adjournment; 
and  the  motion  was  rejected. 

Mr.  HOLMES  moved  that  the  House  adjoarn 
to  meet  a»ain  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  ELMER  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  being  ordered,  the  question  was  put;  and 
it  was  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  73,  nays  76. 
.  The  House  then  adjourned. 

The  following  petitions,  presented  to-day,  were  h»ll4e4 
to  the  reporters  bv  the  nii'mhers  preseiuing  them: 

By  Mr.  DERRICK:  The  petition  of  Daniel  Ka«<ia,jr., 
and  si\ty-tbur  others,  citizens  ol'  Kennebunk  and  Keno*- 
bunk  Port,  in  the  State  of  Maine,  lor  Uie  annexaliiitt  €f 
Texas  to  the  United  Stales  without  delay. 

By  Mr.  HUNT,  of  New  York:  The  remootnaMc  of 
elglitv  citizens  of  Niagara  county,  New  York,  «»£■*-*>  dM 
rcpea'l  of  the  tarilfacl  of  1852. 

By  Mr.  DODGE,  of  Wisconsin  :  The  pcliUan  of  J.  and  L. 
Wnrd,or  Milwaukee,  Territory  of  Wisi-onsin,  lo  ConfrcM, 
asking  comiiensnlion  lor  the  subsistence  of  certain  nicio-  , 
waloiulc  Indians,  under  a  contract  made  by  LieuteaAal 
Sprague,  of  the  United  Stales  Army,  in  18%;  wbi^  WWM 
referred  to  the  Commlllee  on  Indian  Alfalr^. 

Also,  the  petition  of  John  V.  Smith,  of  Dade  conntj,  Tkr. 
ritory  of  Wisconsin,  asking  (Congress  tn  make  him  enm- 
pensation  for  services  rendered  the  said  Territnry,  u  lifan- 
rian  and  superintendent  of  territorial  prufierly,  amountinf 
to  $^50  ;  which  was  refem:d  lo  Ute  Committee  of  Claims. 

By  Mr.  H.AVS  :  The  |H;tition  of  Benjamin  Perham.a  sol- 
dier of  ttie  Jato  war,  praying  Congress  to  grant  bin  kit 
bounty  land  and  pay  lor  lils  services,  which  be  iviti  be 
has  never  received  ;  which  was  referred  to  the  CommiltBe 
of  Claims. 


IN  SENATE. 


Friday,  JUay  17,  1844. 

Mr.  JARNAGIN  presented  a  memorial,  si^ed 
by  eighty  citizens  of  Springfield,  Illinois,  remon- 
strating against  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the 
United  Slates,  on  the  ground  tliat  such  a  step 
would  be  disastrous  to  the  interests  of  the  Stales, 
and  be  conducive  to  a  dissolution  of  the  Union; 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  tabic. 

Mr.  ARCHER  presented  a  memorial  signed  by 
citizens  of  the  county  of  Chesterfield,  Virsiiiia, 
in  favor  of  the  immediate  annexation  of  Texas 
to  the  United  States;  nnd  another  memorial  from 
citizens  of  Prince  George  county,  Virginia,  of  the 
same  import;  which  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  BAGHY  presented  resolutions  adopted  at 
a  public  meeting  of  citizens  of  Lawrence  county, 
Alabama,  in  favor  of  the  immediate  annexation 
of  Texas  to  the  United  States;  which  were  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

SETH  ,M.  LEAVENWORTH. 
Mr.  ATCHISON,  from  the  Committee  <m  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  -   ■   ■   •  -  ^- 
oluiion  for  the  relief  of  Seih  M.  I.  ., 

by  authorizing  indemnity  for  a  tm  n 

contract    for  carrying   the   United    States   r>aU; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  lo  a  second  reading. 

PRINTING  OF  JODRNAL,  KTC. 
Mr.  TAPPAN,   on  leave,  introdued   a  joial 
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resolution  to  suspend  il...  joint  resolution  provij- 
ing  for  the  Minting  „C  additional  copies  of  the 
Journals  and  public  documents  until  the  com- 
wencemcnt  of  the  next  session  of  Congress- 
-  which  wns  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the'joint' 
Committee  on  the  Lihrary. 

FALLS  01-  THE  OHIO. 

^o?,^'".'"  h"  "/*''•  .'^ViilTE,  the  resolution  re- 
ported  by  the  Comtnittee  on  the  Library  in  favor 

or.r'nl"" '"°'"  '''"S';-'""^  of  surveys  of  the  falls 
of  the  Ohio,  coMiiocled  with  certain  contemplated 
improvcmenis  around  the  falls  on  the  Indiana  side 
of  the  river,  w.,s  'aken  up  for  consideration;  and 
being  so  amended  by  Messrs.  W.UTE  and  Hev- 
I.F.USON  as  to  include  twelve  other  diagrams  of 
e^trveys  of  the  bed  of  the  river  Ohio  at  The  falls 
was  finally  adopted.  ' 

.  AD.IOLKN.MEXT  OF  CO.NOKESS. 
On  motion  «f  Mr.  KVANS.  the  Sonnte  took 
upforconsideration  the  resolution  for  theadiourn- 
nient  ol  Congress  sine  die.  This  resolui.'on  as 
pas..ed  by  the  Sena,,.,  fixed  the  a7th  of  Ma^'for 
t  0  day  Ol  adjournment.  The  House  struck  out 
that,  and  inserted  the  17th  June 

of  the  House  by  substitmiiig  the  4,h  day  of  June. 
Mr  L.  remarked  that  he  did  not  intend  to  say 
anything  upon  this  matter.  1 1  was  a  subject  upon 
winch  every  Senator  could  judge.  He  iironoscd 
. lu-reloiv,  to  have  the  vote  tik",.  upon  tC  T„,  l" 
Eiiion  which  he  hail  made  I  "  IJ" 

.rt^/;  '^«'^E"EAp  did  not  see  the  necessity  of 
acting  upon  the  subject  now,  or  of  committin- 
thenise  ves  to  the  day  of  adjournment,  in  thes  t° 
uation  in  which  they  now  were.  It  could  be  done 
.t  any  tune;  and  it  seemed  to  him   that  it  could 

w hJilliri  ■'  "''T'  ""••  ';S'«l»'ion  of  this  House, 
whether  the  lesolulion  be  adopt,  d  now  or  not 
«,.•  rose  lor  the  purpose  of  submitting  a  motion, 
supposing  .here  would  be  no  debate,  with  a  view 
of  lesiing  the  sense  of  the  Senate  upon  the  pro- 
prnny  ol  adopting  the  resolution  at  this  tune  He 
moved  ihai  It  be  laid  upon  the  table 

»Mr.    EVANS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
wliicb  wercordered.  "-/''. 

Tlie  question  wns  th,Mi  taken;  and  n^sulted— 

YEAS-.Mi-j.r.,.  Arrner,  R.l^hy,  Beiitni,,  R,rrlen   Drr...,. 
L lr,yl,.„,  (;,,,,,u,ll,  trille„de„rila„v.,nj,  J  ,r,  „»"„'  ^^^^^ 

So  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 
KASTtnjJ  IIAIIBOIIS  niLL. 

The  billfrom  the  llon.se  making  appropriations 
for  certain  easl-'m  harbors  was  remi  twice,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 
I'llESIDKXTIAL  ELECTION  BILL. 

The  bill  from  the  House  fixing  the  day  for  the 
tlecuon  of  electors  of  Preside,,  t^and  Vic^e  Pres  ! 

ice  on  the  Judiciary. 

ADVBSSK  UEI'Or.TS. 
Several  adverse  reports  of  the  standing  com- 

t~r^ed';n!'""""^  '="""^'  ''-^"^  '="'-'  "P  -^ 
TREASDIIY  llECEII'TS. 

I  issl**,!  I-*^'!,'   '>;?"'"''""    >'^«l'«'ins   the  receipts 
[  issued  by  the    1  reasury  of  the  United  States   in 

n "ried'  """"  '""''^'  ^"'-^  "''''  ""^  "-^  '-" 
TEXAS  BOUNnARV. 


ary  line  b,|tween  the  Un,ied  Suites  and  the  Re- 
public of  iexas,  as  established  by  the  commis- 
»'"""»  "PPO'n'd  to  ascertain  the  same. 

Mr  S.  remarked  that  it  was  the  same  as  that 

zens  b.rr,"r'^"V""'  "^"^,'^''  ""'"'''  States  citi- 
zcns,  heretofore  living  within  the  reputed  bound- 

ArC^n^V',".,"""^''  ^'""^^  '"  LiJuisiana  and 
Arkansas,  b.it  thrown  into  the  territory  of  Texas 

^i^■i'^^.^?A'l.,"P?"  ^y  ""^  'commissioners. 
Mr  SIMMONS'  inquired  if  the  persons  were 
named  in  the  b.l  .     He  thought  it  would  be  pru 
\    '"J""'*^  '""^''  specification.  ' 

,h,.  l.Vi,  ,"^.^  "'V*^  ""'y  were  not  named,  but 

the  bill  provided  uguinst  any  abuse  of  its  ob  ects 

efiis^'^^'-^r  '"V'T  "!"  ''-'"""'s  to  iXii! 
eti  s  to  go  before  the  district  judge  and  give  him 

^l^"%Z^,'^Zl"'  "'■""'ir  l^eing  entitfed 
Mr    SIMMONS   remarked    thSt  his  inquiry 
arose  from  observing  that  when  the  bill  waL  iii- 

individuals  specinlly  named 

tho^,'hP^^^'"^  M  !^h""''''  """*""=  committee 
thought  a  general  bill,  properly  j^iarded,  to  con- 

fine  IIS  operation  to  actual  sufferers,  would  be 

belter  llmii  a  s;5ecial  bill.     And  although  at  this 

session  on  y  a  single  memorial  hpd  been  presented 

on  the  subject,  the  committee  thought  it  more 

expedient  to  renew  the  general  bill  of  last  year, 

than  to  act  upon  an  isolated  case. 

Mr.  SEVi£R  said  there  could  he  no  objection 

to  the  bill;  It  was  one  which  had  passed  tlieSen- 

Th~^>'n'  ""''  '^^' J"i'  "'"'  f-^l'--''-  i"  principle. 
1  he  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 


PIERRE  MENARD,  ETC. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PHELPS,  the  Senate  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Pierre  Menard,  josiah  T  Rrtts 
Jacob  teaman,  and  Edmund  Roberts,  of  the  State 
of  Illinois,  securities  for  Felix  St.  Vrnin.late  In- 
dinn  agent,  deceased,  was  taken  up,  considered, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  tliird  reading. 
PORT  OK  ENTRY  IN  MAINE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  the  Senate  bill  re- 
lating to  a  port  of  entry  for  the  district  of  Passa- 
maquoddy,  in  the  State  of  Maine,  was  also  taken 
up  considered,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading. 

PUBLIC  BUILDINCS  IN  CHARLESTON. 
0,1  motion  of  Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  the  same 
disposition  was  made  of  the  Senate  bill  for  certain 
repairs  of  the  custom-house  and  post  office  build- 
ings of  Charleston,  South  Carolina. 

EXECUTIVE  SESSION. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  ARCHER,  the  Senate  went 
into  executive  session; and  after  some  hours  spent 
tiiuiein, adjourned.  ' 


file,  asklni!  for  farther  renuneralion  for  lo.ses  bi„i,i„„h  ,„ 

r.^t".^^^^  Withdrew  his  objection;  and  the 
resoluUon  was  agreed  to. 

CALL  FOR  INFORMATION. 
Several  gentlemen  endeavored   to  obtain   the 
floor.     It  wa.s  awarded  to 
Mr,  SIMONS,  who  rose,  he  said,  to  a  privi- 

me^hnS"?",""'  ■""  """  ^"^  "'O  •"»«'  approved 
method  of  obtaining  possession  of  the  fioor.  Ho 
had  a  resolution  to  oiler;  which.afterafew  words 
ol  explanation,  was  adopted.  ""-wworus 

The  resolution  was  as  follows: 
t.^'^'/jll'll  '*"'""  "'"  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  requested 

H,.M,o  be  requested  to  luniLli  the  same  wlu"uu.  faXr 
WROCGIIT  IRON  GCNS. 
Mr.  SIMONS  also  offered  the  following  reso- 
lution; which  was  adopted: 

,1,!!,",?'""'' '']''/"  "'°  <^<""n""eeon  Engravlag  recoramcnd 
■at  tl  e  rcqul,.l,c  number  of  dlacrams  be  procured  ™Hlu^ 
rate  llie  report  of  the  Coimnltlee  on  Navil  aE  i?,  rilf 


previous  or- 


On  motion  of  Mr.  SEVIER,  ihe  p, 

tZ  u'n  n' ''"^  "V"  P"'"P'""''.  ""J  ■!.«  Senate  , 
Who  ,'^^'""ll'','.''-^^ra,i„n,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whol,.,  the  bill  lor  the  relief  of  {that  is,  by  allow-  ' 
ed  4,"?'  ",'•  '■'■'"m''-'  "'''''""  ""S'oes  into  the  Uni- 
wi.ht  r  .'■'"",  ^IT"^  '■"''''"'  P"^""-'  r'-«idi"S 
A  ,,r  "P';'^^^ .''!""«  "f  'lie  United  States,  of 
Ark.nisjs  a,„l  Lou,siaiia,  and  beyond  the  bouiid- 
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m'.'' ro'i'm '  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

tion  P«rmission  to  offer  a  resolu- 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  rose  to  a  privileged  question. 
Some  remarks  which  were  made  by  the  centle- 
man  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  White]  yester3ay  he 
considered  to  be  such  a  direct  reflection  upon  the 
report  made  by  the  committee,  that  he  felt  con- 
strained to  ask  for  an  explanation 

The  SPEAKER  remarked  that  it  was  not  a 
pnvilegrd  question. 

Mr.  SAtlNDERS  said  he  would  ask  the  in- 
dulgence of  the  House,  to  enable  him  to  ask  the 
genileman  for  an  explaiialion. 

Air.  conn  said  he  believed  lie  was  entitled  to 
the  lloor. 

The  .SPEAKER  so  decided. 

Mr.  C0BI3  then  asked  permission  to  offer  his 
resolution. 

Mr.  DEAN  objected. 

Mr.  COBB  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 

I  he  resolu„on  was  read,  as  follows: 

/ifsolicrf    That  the  petition  and  pnpers  of  J.  W    Nve 
asBispccol  Peter  Bargy.jr.,  and  Uugll  .siewart,  no,v  oa 


ANNEXATION  OF  TEXAS. 
^^Mr.  DEAN  moved  to  take  up  House  bill  No. 

r.,}}^  ^^^i^'^^'i  suggested   that  .the   proper 
mo  ,on  would   be  for  n  susnension  of  the  ru'^es 

onh^Whor  '"      *-'  "*""^'"'°  ""^  Committee 
At  the  request  of  Mr.  DROMGOOLE 
M,-.  DEAN  yielded  him  the  Hoor  for  the  pur- 
pose of  presenting  certain  memorials. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  presented  the  proceedin-s 
of  a  meeting  of  citizens  of  Prince  George  count?. 
Ml  the  State  of  Virginia,  and  also  the  proceeding^ 
of  a  meeting  of  citizens  of  Petersburg,  in  tile 
State  of  Virginia,  in  favor  of  ihe  immediate  an- 
nexation of  Texas  to  this  Union;  which  were 
severally  laid  upon  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

EXTENSION  OF  PENSION  LAW. 
Mr.  SEYMOUR  next  obtained  the  floor,  and 
asked  permission  to  offer  the  following  resolu- 
tion: " 

R«o;«rf  That  the  Coniniliiee  of  the  Whole  House  be 
dhicharBed  from  U,.-  conBldi'nitionof  ll.iuse  hill  \o.  7  nro- 
vldlng  ,or  the  eiienaion  of  ilic  provisions  ,if  [he  law  erani 
iag  |.,n»ion8  ,■>  certain  widoivs  of  r,-v,>l,ui„nary  Boldlcr., 
and  that  said  b.ll  be  relerrcd  to  ilic  Committee  of  ibc  Whole 
on  tin;  stale  of  the  Union.  'Tnoie 

Mr.  DEAN  objected. 

rules''  ^^^^^^'^^'^  "'"""'^  »  suspension  of  the 

Tellers  were  demanded  and   appointed;  who 
reported— one  hund,-ed  and  six  in  the  affirmative. 
cons,dered  to  be  two  tliiids;  and  the  rules  were 
suspended. 
The  resolution  was  adopted. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  SENATE. 
A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  by 
Mr.  UicKiNs,  their  S,;oretarv,  announcing  that 
the  Senate  h.id  passed  House  bill  No.  36,  entitled 
'  r  ,"  "'^i'"''  ''"-■  riliif  of  the  widows  and  orphans 
ol  Ihe.officcrs,  seamen,  and  marines  of  the  United 
Smti's  s,:l,oon(r  Grnmiius,"  with  amendments; 
and  hud  amended  the  tiile  by  adding  thereto  the 
words,  "  and  for  other  purposes." 

That  the  Senate  had  passed  bills  and  resolmiona 
or  the  following  tille.s:    . 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Gardner  and 
oll,.TS,  d'rectow  of  anns.oociation  called  the  New 
t.n?la„(l  M,ssissippi  Land  Company; 

An  act  to  auihorize  the  paym.nt  of  equitable 
com,ii,ss,ons  to  the  agents  or  attorney.-,  of  p.rsons 
,„  whose  favor  awards  have  ben  made  under  the 
several  treaties  between  the  United  Suites  and 
certtun  foreign  Powers,  wliicli  awards  have  been 
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retained  in  the  Treasury  in  pnymentof  debts  due 
to  the  United  States; 

An  act  relating  to  bonds  to  be  given  by  custom- 
house oiliccrs; 

An  net  for  the  relief  of  Gideon.Batcheldor  and 
(others; 

An  actfortherelief  of  Joseph  Bryan,  Harrison 

i^Voung,  and  Benjamin  Young; 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  re- 
organize the  General  Land  Office; 

An  net  granting  a  pension  to  George  Whil- 
ticr; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Rcynall  Coates,  William 
B.  Jolinson,  and  William  B.  McMurtrie; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Von  Schmidt; 

A  resolution  to  authorize  the  transmission  and 
presentation  of  books  to  the  minister  of  justice  of 
France,  in  exchange  for  books  received  from  him; 
and 

A  resolution  authorizing  an  allowance  to  Purser 
D.  M.  F.  Thornton  in  the  seillement  of  his  ac- 
counts. 

PAY  OF  THE  NAVY. 

Mr.  DEAN,  h.-iving  again  obtained  the  floor, 
moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  in  order  to  go 
into  the  Commilteo  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  bill 
he  liad  reference  to,  namely:  the  bill  for  regulat- 
ing the  pay  of  the  officers  of  the  Navy. 

'Mr.  VANCE  remarked  that  tliey  had  not  had 
a  day  for  the  cojisiderniion  of  the  business  upon 
the  Private  Calendar  for  many  weeks. 

The  SPEAKER  remarked  that  the  subject  was 
not  debatable. 

Mr.  VANCE  then  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  miition. 

Mr.  HRINKERHOFF  said  he  believed  it  was 
not  dijlinclly  under.stood  what  the  bill  was. 

The  SPE.VKER  rctBarked  that  the  subject  was 
not  debatable. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  of  Indiana,  inquired  whether 
it  would  not  boconinelent  lor  ihe  committee  to 
lake  up  nnv  other  bill.  • 

The  SP6.\KER  replied  that  Ihe  committee 
could  take  up  any  bill  they  chose. 

Mr.  VANCE  withdn'w  his  call  for  the  yeas 
and  nays;  and  the  question  being  put  was  nega- 
tived. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  hoped  the  orders  of  the 
day  would  be  proceeded  with. 

C.\DKT  TO  WEST  POINT. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Illinois,  asked  permission  to 
introduce  the  following  joint  resolution: 

Reiolveii  At/  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repretentatives  of 
the  UnitCil  SintcM  of  m^lmcriat  in  dnzrciit  axf^nihltit,  TlKit 
Ihe  Hccfrlary  of  War  Ins  niiil  Iil-  i^  lii;reljy,  directed  to  ap- 
poliii  a  cadet  to  ttie  Military  Aoadrniy  nt  West  Point  Iroin 
tlic  Arst  consrctf-sioiml  dititrict  iti  the  St.-ltc  ot'llliiioi^,  who 
ptiali  Ih;  placed  lipun  Hit  eqii:d  tootiiis,  ia  alt  respect;!,  Willi 
Uic  cadets  appointed  for  Ihu  year  Ifc-H. 

Mr.  VANCE  objected. 

PR1V.\TE  CAI.KND.\Il. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VANCE,  the  TIourg  re- 
rolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
(Mr.  C.  Joii.vsoM  in  the  chair,)  and  considered 
the  following  private  bills: 

The  bill  fur  the  relief  of  Si^lli  Swectzcr;  which 
w:ia  laid  en  the  table  to  be  reported. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  pas- 
sage of  Geiieial  La  Fayette  from  France  to  the 
United  Stales,  in  lSx!4. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR  opposed  the  bill. 

x«Ir.  CATLIN  spoke  in  favor  of  it. 

Mr.  BIDLACiC  opposed  the  bill;  and  in  the 
course  of  his  remarks,  yii.'Idtd  the  floor  to  Mr. 
GIODINGS,  to  make  some  explanntiona  in  favor 
of  the  claim,  and  Mr    REDING  in  opposition. 

Mr.  PARMENTERspoke  inoppo.sition  tuihc 
bill,aiid  was  followed  insomereuii-.i-kaby  Messrs. 
GinDL\G.S,SEYMOURofNew  York,  STET- 
SON, and  VANCE. 

The  question  being  put  on  the  adoption  of  the 
bill,  tellers  were  demanded;  and  Messrs.  Gbik- 
NELL  and  Hale  were  appointed:  who,  having 
counted  the  votes,  leportcd — ayes  C2,  noes  45. 

No  quorum  voting, 

Mr.  WELLER  moved  that  the  «6mmittce  rise, 
nnd  report  that  fact  to  the  House. 

Mr.  C.\TLIN  said  he  was  willing  that  this  bill 
should  be  hiid  aside  for  the  present. 

iMr.  HALE  rei;craied  the  motion  tn.-\de  by  Mr. 
Wklleu,  that  the  committee  rise,  and  report  that 
thuie  was  no  quorum. 


The  committee  accordindy  rose,  and  reported 
that  they  had  found  themselves  without  a  quorum. 

Mr.  HALE  moved  a  call  of  t)ie  House. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SLIDELL  moved  that  the  House  again 
resolve  itself  into  a  Comi^.iittee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  SUMMERS  also  made  the  same  motion. 

The  SPEAKER  (Mr.  Weller  occupying  the 
chair  temporarily)  said  that  no  motion  could  be 
entertained,  thei-c  beinof  no  quorum  present,  ex- 
cept a  motion  for  a  coll  of  the  House  or  a  motion 
to  adjourn. 

Mi-.  COBR  moved  that  the  House  adjourn. 

Mr.  BIDLACK  asked  for  tellers  on  that  mo- 
tion. 

The  veasnnd  nays  were  demanded, and  ordered. 

Mr.  WELLER  (the  speaker  having  resumed 
the  chair)  asked  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  [Mr. 
Cobb)  lo  withdraw  his  motion  for  adjournment, 
to  enable  him  to  move  ihat  when  the  House  aj- 
journ."",  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  C0[il5  acquiesced. 

Mr.  AVELLER  tlieii  made  that  motion;  nnd 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded,  and  ordered; 
and  being  taken,  resulted — yeas  73,  nays  72. 

.So  the  motion  was  adopted. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 
•         .— ^^ 

The  followiag  petitions,  presented  to-day,  were  ttanded 
to  tile  reporters  iiy'tiic  inctntiers  prei^enllnc  llieni : 

By  Mr.  PIltliN'IX  :  The  lueniorial  of  John  Erick*on,  of 
tile  city  of  \eiv  Yorit,  civil  eiiKineer,  praying  lor  eonipen- 
snlitoi  for  fiis  services  as  cniiineer,  in  pi.-inniiii^nndsilpcriii- 
tendni^!  tin:  eonslruc|Ion  of  tlic  steam  irractiincry  and  pro- 
peller of  the  United  totaled  steniucr  PrinccUtn,  and  for 
utiler  services  llierein  specified. 

lly  Mr.  LU.Ml'KINS  :  Tlie  »ieinori.il  uf  Joseph  Thomp- 
siiii,  of  Decatur,  Delva!t>  county,  Georgia,  prayini;  the  ap- 
propriation of  money  to  pay  him  Ibrextm  service  in  cnrry- 
init  the  mail  from  iVIudiaon  to  iMarietta,  in  Georqia ;  which 
was  referred  lu  liie  Coniinittec  on  llie  Fiidt  Ot&ee  atid  Pokt 
Uoad^.  

IN  SENATE. 
SATtiRUAV,  JUaij  18,  1844. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WHITE,  it  was  ordered 
that  riic  petition  of  Nancy  Mounts  be  taken  from 
the  files,  and,  with  a  petition  from  Thomas 
Mounts  ho  then  presented,  heir  of  Coliuiel  Wil- 
liam Crawford,  praying  coinpen.sotion  for  the 
set-vices  of  that  officer  during  the  revolutionary 
war,  be  referred  to  the  Coininiltce  on  Ucvolu- 
tionary  Claitns. 

MEMOUIAL. 

Mr.  STURGEON  presented  a  memorial  from 
a  large  number  of  citizens  of  Cliambersburg, 
Franklin  eoinity,  Pennsylvania,  in  favor  of  the 
annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United  States;  which 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

r.KPOIlT  FltOJI  A  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  WHITE,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
.^ffiiirs,  lo  which  w.is  referred  the  communication 
of  the  iJecretaiy  of  War  upon  the  subject,  re- 
ported a  joint  resolitiion  fiu-  the  continuation  of 
two  clerks  in  the  Buieau  of  Provisions  and  Clolh- 
jl  ing;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  sccoud 
reading. 

On  motion  ofMr.  WHITE,  the  nreviou^orders 
of  the  day  were  postponed,  rod  tiie  above  reso- 
Itiiioii  v.-as  Ciiiisidered,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  reported  tojlietienatc, and  finally  passed. 

CAS  roa  i.iGUT-uousBS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BAYARD,  it  was 

Ilesobcdf  'i'lial  the  Seeri-ary  of  the  Treasury  be  iii- 
Ftrneted  to  coniiiinnteaie  to  ilie  Henale  ilie  result  of  an 
experiiiieiit  made  at  the  Ciirisliaua  li;iln  house  for  the  pur- 
jMise  of  ascertaining  liie  expedieaey  o:'u:<in<;  sa*  instead  of 
oil  in  the  liixht-liotise  esUiblishnietit ;  sliowini;  liie  relalivir 
cost  of  the  tain.!,  :;uil  tlie  opinion  uf  the  Dep'trtaiout  upuu 
Ihenaiie. 

KAVAL  PKNSIOSS: 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BAY.\RD,  the  previous 
orders  of  the  day  were  postponed,  and  the  Seti- 
ate  took  up  fur  consideration,  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  the  bill  to  consolidate  and  amend  the 
acts  in  relation  to  the  pensions  of  the  widows  and 
or|>hans  of  ceriain  naval  otficers. 

Mr.  B.\Y.Mll)  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
striking  (nit,  in  the  tenth  line  of  the  first  section, 
the  word  "  was," ami  insert  "  would  have  been;" 
so  as  to  make'  it  read:  **  would  have  hei:n  entitled 
at  the  time  of  his  death,"  instead  of"  wa3,"&c. 
He  moved  the  same  amendment  in  the  eleventh 
I:  line;  ond  after  the  word  "  death,"  to  insert  "  ac- 


cording to  the  pay  of  the  Navy  existing  on  the 
hit  of  January,  1H35." 

Mr.  JARInAGIN  inquired  of  the  honorable 
chairman  [Mr.  Bavard]  what  class  of  cases  pro- 
vided for  in  former  pension  laws  were  not  pro- 
vided for  ill  this.'  He  made  the  inquiry  because 
he  had  received  several  communications  lately  on 
the  subject. 

Mr.  BAYARD  stated  that  it  was  the  object  of 
this  bill  to  correct  a  class  of  abuses  embraced  in 
former  laws,  such  as  officers  or  seamen  dyin"  of 
disease  contracted  in  the  naval  service.  This  had 
been  found  to  produce  a  great  deal  of  difficulty 
nnd  uncertainty.  It  was  true,  there  were  some 
cases  of  the  disease  being  contracted  in  the  ser- 
vice; but  there  were  a  great  many  other  cases  in 
which  the  disease  was  previously  lurking  in  the 
system,  nnd  developed  only  in  the  service.  After 
due  consideration,  it  was  tliought  better  that  this 
class  of  cases  should  be  stricken  out  altogether, 
as  introducing  gnat  room  for  abuse.  A  circuai- 
stance  of  tills  kind  came  to  his  knowledge  not 
long  since.  An  individual,  who  was  a  carpenter 
in  his  oidinary  capacity,  was  too  feeble  to  con- 
duct his  business  on  shore;  nnd,  in  order  tore- 
establish  his  health,  he  obtained  an  appohilmenl 
as  carpenter  on  board  of  one  of  our  vessels-cf- 
war.  After  making  hisvoyage, this  individual's 
disease  became  uxaspemteti  instead  of  bein;  r.  - 
lieved,  and  he  died  in  consequence.  His  wu:  i- 
was  now  actually  receiving  a  pension  under  i;:e 
provision  of  the  law  which  provides  a  pension  in 
case  of  disease  contracted  in  the  service.  It  would 
be  Seen  at  once  how  open  thisclansc  was  to  abuse. 
To  correct  that  class  of  abuses,  the  comraitt« 
omitted  them,  after  bestowing  due  coiisidecatioa 
upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  J  A  RN  AGIN  observed  that  his  inquiry  was 
occasioned  by  the  phraseology  of  the  sixth  line  of 
the  second  section — "  should  be  killi:d,ordieofa 
wound  received  while  in  the  line  of  his  duty,  or  by 
drowning,  or  otherwise,  or  of  injuries  recrivei 
while  ill  the  line  of  his  duty,"&c.  He  was  per- 
suaded that  there  still  some  very  hard  cases  to  be 
covered,  where  men, after  a  long  voyage  of  three 
or  four  years,  died  on  shore  in  consequence  of  dis- 
c.i.se  contraciid  in  the  service.  He  was  notable 
to  see  why  the  widows  of  such  unfortunate  indi- 
viduals should  not  be  provided  for,  as  well  as 
those  of  seamen  and  officers  who  died  on  board 
the  vessels.  He  would  therefore  move  to  amciid 
the  bill,  by  inserting  afier  the  words  "drowning, 
or  otherwise,  o;-  of  injuries  received, "in  ilK'sixUi 
line,  the  words,  "  or  of  disease  contracted  vhila 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States."" 

Mr.  HENDERSON  remarked  that,  believing, 
as  he  did,  that  ahhough  the  bill  was  a  correction 
of  some  abuses,  it  still  permitted  nn  extension  of 
the  pension  systmn,  without  the  additional  amend- 
ment now  proposed.  He  was  opposed  to  peo- 
sions  generally.  The  whole  system  was  a  lax 
upon  all  classis  of  the  people — poor  as  well  as 
rich.  He  hoped  that  its  extension  beyond  what 
was  pro|iosed  in  the  bill  would  not  be  sustained 
by  ihe  Senate. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  nnd  the  amend- 
ment was  rejected. 

Mr.  BENTON  observed  tliat  this  was  a  liH  r  f 
great  moment,  l>eilig  one  to  consolidate  the  )>vr.- 
sion  system. 

Mr.' BAYARD  said  that  llicre  were  but  two 
laws  lhat  it  alTected;  the  act  of  1813,  and  the  act 
of  1834.  One  provided  for  that  cinas  of  casrs 
where  the  death  occiirnd  by  reason  ofa  wound; 
till'  other  for  disease  coiitraeVil  and  injuries  i^e- 
ceived  in  the  Kerviee.  The  lalU-r  class — "  fi» 
di.seasc  coniructed  ill  the  service" — WiiS  left  out 
ill  this  bill. 

Mr.  BENTON  thought  lliere  was  someanotr- 
aly  in  ilie  pension  system.     With  a  view  l**    ■■ -V 
more  deeply  into  the  matier,  he  would  be  gl   ^  ■  • 
have  the  bill  postponed  until  Tuesday  ii'-x:      ' ' 
had  now  an   important  subject  upon  whir.: 
mind  was  engaged,  and   he  could   not  ■' 
attention   to  this  matter.     It  was  sui' 
portant,  when  an  nlleralion  ofa  sing!.    . 
pension  act,  heretofore  passed,  made  a  uit)- 
of  several  iiiiilion  dolhirs — some  four  or  fn 
lion    iltilhirs  having    been    withdrawn   from    tie 
Treasury  in  consequence. 

Mr.  WOODIiURY  .sugge.»:od  to  tl  -    '•  -■ 

tliata.ilightalleiatlon  w.asnetetssary  ill 

liiieof  the  second  scciiot'.    He  moved  t 

the  lust  five  words,  as  ihcy  made  it  iiicuus^tirui. 
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The  amendment  was  a°:reed  to;  and  the  bill  was 
llii'n  reported  to  llie  Scimle. 

Mr.  TAPPAiN  moved  tliat  it  be  laid  on  the 
table  for  the  present. 

Mr.  L.WARD  jircferred  having  it  postponed; 
and. 

On  motionof  Mr. TAPPAN.il  was  postponed 
until  Tuesday  next. 

IIOCSE  BILLS  P.\SSED. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BATES,  the  previous  or- 
ders of  the  day  were  postponed,  with  the  view 
of  taking  up  several  pension  bills  from  the  House. 

The  following  bills  from  the  House  were  then 
taken  up,  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  finally  passed: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  Justice,  of  Ten- 
nessee ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  Blackmore;  and 

A  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Bartholomew  Ma- 
guire. 

The  follorfi.ng  House  bills  were  laken  up  as  in 
Committee  of  llio  Whole,  amended  at  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  reported 
to  the  Senate,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  rcadiii<;,  as  amended: 

A  bill  lor  (lie  relief  of  William  Glover;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Abigail  Gibson. 

The  following;  bills  from  the  House  were  taken 
up  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  adverse 
reports  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  and  indefi- 
nitely postponed: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  P.  Schuyler; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Farnhani; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Simeon  Caswell; 

A  bill  for  the  relitf  of  Henry  Freeman;  and 

A  bill  granting  a  |>cnsion  to  Uiclmrd  Elliott. 

B.XECUTIVB  SESSION. 
Tnc  hour  of  one  o'elock  having  arrived,  the 
Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  BEKTON,  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  of  executive  business;  and 
after  some  time  ejK-nt  therein,  the  doors  were 
reopened, and  the  Senate  adjourned. 


K\  SE.NATE. 
MoNUAv,  vVai/20,  1844. 

The  PRESIDENT  yro  tempore  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  communication  from  Samuel  Coll,  ask- 
ing Congress  to  give  him  some  consideration  for 
his  invciiliun  of  a  submarine  battery,  and  for  the 
lime  employed  and  expenses  incurred  in  testing 
the  practicability  of  the  smne;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Alluirs. 

PKTITION.S,  ETC. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  presented  a  memorial 
froin  sundry  eitizoiLs  of  Fredericksburg  and  vicin- 
ity, in  Wayne  countj, Ohio,  remonstraiingagainst 
the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United  States; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Cominitlee  on  Foreign 
Relations. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  a  memorial  from  a 
number  of  inhabiuiiits  of  the  county  of  Ontario, 
New  York,  remonstniting  agoinst  the  annexation 
of  Texas  to  the  United  States;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  McOUFFJE  presciiud  a  petition  from  the 
heirs  of  Robert  M.  Handy,  praying  to  be  paid 
for  certain  losses  provided  for  by  the  treaty  for 
the  nuichase  of  Horida;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Territories. 

Also,  the  pioceedingsaiid  resoltitionsof  a  meet- 
ing held  in  Darlington  district, South  Carolina,  in 
favor  of  the  annexation  of  Te.\as  to  the  United 
Slates;  wjiich  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relation.s. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  the  South  Carolina  Rail- 
road Company,  praying  the  reenactment  ol  ihe 
law  remitting  the  duty  on  railroad  iron;  which 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  a  bill  having  been 
reported  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  a  memorial  of 
John  Shaw,  setting  forth  that  he  was  the  inventor 
of  the  percussion-tap  locks  used  by  the  Govern- 
ment for  cannon  and  small  arms,  and  praying 
Congress  to  grant  him  some  compensation  there- 
for, he  not  having  been  paid  for  the  invention; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  a  large  number  of  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  residing  in  Pennsylva- 
nia, strongly  urging  the  immediate  annexation  of 


Texas  to  the  United  States;  which  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

KEPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  BATES,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
reported  a  joint  re-jolution  cx|ilunalory  of  the  act 
for  the  relief  of  Mary  Williams,  the  widow  of 
Jacob  Williams,  deceased;  which  was  read  twice, 
considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  reported 
to  the  Senate,  and  finally  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JARNAGIN,  the  Commit- 
tee on  Pensions  was  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  petition  of  Sabra  Shepherd 
for  the  renewal  of  a  pension. 

Mr.  JARNAGIN,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, to  which  was  recommitted  the  bill  from  the 
House  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Watson,  made  nn 
adverse  report  thereon. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ATHERTON,  the  Commit- 
tee on  Pensions  was  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  Ihe  House  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Hugh  Wallace  Wormly,  the  petition  of  William 
Brown  for  a  pension,  and  the  documents  of  James 
DufTy  for  a  pension;  and  they  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
back  without  amendment, and  with  a  recommen- 
dation thattheydo  pass, the  bills  from  the  House 
for  the  benefit  of  Simon  Dennison  and  Lathrop 
Foster. 

Mr.  SEVIER,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, reported  back  without  amendment,  and 
with  the  recommendation  that  it  do  pass,  the  bill 
from  the  House  for  the  relief  of  Violet  Calhoun, 
the  widow  of  John  Calhoun.  Subsequently,  on 
tlic  motion  of  Mr.  S.,  the  above  bill  was  consid- 
ered as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  lincilly 
passed. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  made  an 
adverse  report  upon,  and  recommended  that  it  be 
indefinitely  postponed ,  the  bill  from  the  House  for 
the  relief  of  Dr.  John  Rose. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE,  from  the  Cominitlee  on 
Public  Lands,  reported  back  with  certain  amend- 
ments, and  with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass, 
the  bill  from  the  House  to  amend  the  oct  to  pro- 
vide for  the  armed  occupation  nnd  settlement  of 
the  unsettled  part  of  the  peninsula  of  Florida. 

BILLS  P.tSSED. 

The  joint  resolution  nnd  bills  heretofore  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed,  were  read  the  thiid  time, 
and  passed,  as  follows: 

Joint  resolution  from  the  House  to  continue 
two  clerks  in  the  War  Department,  on  the  busi- 
ness of  reservations  and  grants  under  Indian  trea- 
ties; 

Senate  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  repair 
of  the  custom-house  and  post  office  building  at 
Charleston,  South  Carolina,  nnd  providing  furni- 
ture and  book-cases  for  the  same; 

Senate  bill  for  Ihe  relief  of  Pierre  Menard,  Jo- 
siah  T.  Betts,  Jacob  Feaman,  and  Edward  Rob- 
erts, of  the  State  of  Illinois,  sureties  of  Felix  St. 
Vrain,  deceased,  lute  Indian  agent; 

Senate  bill  relating  to  the  ]>ort  of  entry  in  the 
district  of  Passamaquoddy,  in  the  State  of  Maine; 
and 

Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of(that  i3,byallowing 
them  to  remove  certain  negroes  into  the  United 
Stall's  from  Texas)  certain  pensons  residingwithin 
the  reputed  limits  of  the  United  Stales,  of  Ark- 
ansas, and  Louisiana,  and  beyond  the  boundary 
line  between  the  United  Stales  and  Ihe  Republic 
of  Texas,  as  established  by  the  commissioners 
appointed  to  ascertain  the  same. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JOHNSON,  it  was 

Rcsolictty  'i'lint  llie  Cuniuiutee  on  Commerce  be  in- 
Ktriirted  to  inquire  iiitn  the  expi'dielicy  of  pa-<sliii[  a  liiw 
autliiiriKili^  i^nll  trniii  foreign  ports  to  be  lnti(li>d  on  llie  rjgtlt 
li.ink  of  the  Mtssiim^ppi  river,  oppnitite  Uie  port  ol'  New 
Orle.inn. 

The  following  bills  were  laken  up  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  considered,  reported  to  the 
Senate,  nnd  finally  pas.sed: 

An  net  for  the  relief  of  James  Rcid; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  C.  Ilnllock; 

An  net  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Bonncll; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Levi  Coltnus; 

An  act  to  explain  nn  act  passed  on  the  3d  day 
of  March,  1843,  entilled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Elizabeth  Gresham; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Miller;  and 

An  act  to  authorize  the  transfer  of  the  names 
of  pensioners'  from  the  agencies  in  the  Slate  of 


Kentucky,  to  the  agency  in  Cincinnati,  in  the 
State  of  Ohio. 

DILLS  POSTPONED. 

The  following  House  bills  were  next  token  up 
as  in  Coinmitieeof  the  Whole,  on  ad  versi?  reports 
of  tlic  Committee  on  Pensions,  and  indefinitely, 
postponed: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Arthur  R.  Froggc,  of 
Tennessee; 

A  bill  granting  an  increase  of  pension  to  Isaac 
Plummer; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Enoch  McDaniel; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Dunham; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sally  McGraw; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Danitrl  Ingalls;  and 

Senate  bill  griming  an  invalid  pension  to  Gideon 
Foster. 

The  bill  from  the  House  for  the  relief  of  Eliza- 
beth Blodgett  was  taken  up  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  an  adverse  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Pensions;  but  without  being  considered, 
was,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  HUNTINGTON, 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  following  bills  were  taken  up  and  consid- 
ered as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  reported  to 
the  Senate,  nnd  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading: 

Senate  bill  providing  for  the  appointment  and 
regulating  the  pay  of  engineers  and  assistant  en- 
gineers in  the  revenue  service; 

House  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lois  Cronk,  or 
Cronkhite; 

[Amended.] 

Senote  bill  for  therelief  of  the  heirs  of  William 
Fisher;  and  ' 

Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Fergu- 
son. 

The  adverse  reports  of  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions on  the  petitions  of  Nancy  Parker,  of  Ware- 
hum  Kingsley,  and  of  Charles  Hughes ,  were  taken 
up,  and  concurred  in. 

E.YECUTIVE  SESSION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BENTON,  the  Senati!  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  executive  business; 
and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monday,  May  20,  1844. 
The  Journal  having  been  read, 
Mr.  CAMPBELL  presented   certain  resolu- 
tions adopted  by  a  meeting  of  his  conslituentsin 
favor  of  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United 
States;  which  were  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

LAND  TITLES  IN  OHIO. 

Mr.  ST.  JOHN  gave  notice  that  he  would, 
to-morrow,  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the 
purpose  of  quieting  land  titles  in  Ohio. 

BUB-MARINE  TELESCOPE. 

Mr.  SIMONS,  from  the  Committee  on  Engrav- 
ing, to  which  was  referred  the  map  or  drawing 
accompanying  the  report  ft\  relation  to  the  sub- 
marine telescope,  reported  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  was  read,  considered,  and  agreed  to: 

RcsoU-ed^  Tlial  tile  Committee  im  Engraving  be  required 
to  procure  ttie  platen  re^iiecling  llie  sub-inarino  telescope, 
to  acconipaiiy  llie  report  on  Uie  subject. 

POST  OFFICE  APPROPItlATIOKS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WELLER,  the  House  re- 
solved itself  into  thi' Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Dromcoole  in  the 
chair.) 

Mr.  McKAY  moved  that  the  committee  take 
up  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  service 
of  the  Post  OHiee  Department  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  the  30tli  June,  1845. 

Mr.  DE.\N  moved  that  the  committee  take  up 
the  bill  regulating  the  pay  of  the  Navy. 

Mr.  CAM PBliLL  gave  notice  that,  if  the  pend- 
ing motions  failed,  he  should  move  that  the  com- 
mittee take  up  the  bill  extending  the  charters  of 
the  District  banks. 

Mr.  D.4V1S.  of  Indiana,  gave  notice  that,  on 
a  similar  contingency,  lie  should  move  to  take  up 
the  bill  to  reduce  and  graduate  the  price  of  the 
public  lands. 

Mr  McKay's  motion  was  adopted;  and  Ihe 
committee  took  up  the  Post  Office  ajipropriation 
bill ;  which  was  read 


le 


Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  nnVoml 
the  bill  !)>■  iidiliiig,  nl  llio  end  tliercof,  n  proviso 
that  no  special  or  traveling  Post  Office  ajent 
should  receive  a  hi^liercompenaalion  ihan  $1,000 
per  annum,  and  Iwo  dollars  per  day  for  traveling 
expenses.  Mr.  D.  remarked  Ilia:  a  provision 
•  rouucinj;  llie  salary  of  these  a<:ents  to  gl,000  had 
been  introdiici'd  inio  the  Post  Office  appropiialion 
bill,  at  the  la.st  .session  of  Congress,  oy  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means.  lie  then  voted  in 
favor  of  the  ri-duction,  Uecaiise  he  Le!i''ve'd  that 
$1,0000  perniinuni,iind  two  dollars  per  day  to  pay 
expenses,  was  sufficient  compensaIion,e8[iecially 
ns  stage  contractors  with  the  Department  stipu- 
lated to  carry  its  agcMits  free  of  ciiarge.  The  rc- 
duclioii  passed  the  Hoii.se,  but  was  disagreed  to 
in  the  Senate.  This  led  to  a  commiiiec  of  con- 
ference between  the  two  youses,  of  which  the 
chairnrin  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
(Mr.  Killmore,)  Mr.  IJolts,  of  Virginia,  and  him- 
8tdf,  were  appointed  on  th','  part  of  the  House. 
Boll)  those  gentlemen,  and  he  himself,  strongly 
insisted  upon  the  reduction.  Among  other  argu- 
ments, tliey  urged  that  these  special  agents  were 
employe.d  principally  in  eleeiioiiuering,  tmd  per- 
formed little  or  no  official  duty.  Such  was  the 
ca.so  in  their  States  lespeclively. 

Among  the  considerations  urged  by  Iiim  were, 
that  he  liad  Riiown  an  active  and  most  competent 
agent  to  be  displaced  by  the  ("resent  Posinii'stcr 
General,  and  a  man  not  so  well  f;ualified  to  fill 
the  place  apjiointed  in  his  stead;  that  a  filter  man 
than  the  new 'incumbent  could  be  obtained  for 
$1,000  and  that  he  was  uiisuiled  for  the  place; 
that  the  ^imount  propo.sed  was  enough;  and  if 
indolent  gentleinen  and  broken  down  politicians 
were  excluded,  and  young  men  of  activity, 
alertness,  and  v;orking  properties,  who  knesv 
how  to-do  ihebusini'ssof  the  place,  and  were  not 
above  its  performance',  were  sought,  they  could 
be  <>btained  for  the  proposed  s;ilary.  The  Senate 
members  insisted  upon  the  salary  coiuiiiiiing  at 
$1,500  per  annum,  and  tlie  result  of  the  conference 
was  A  compromise,  by  v/hicli  it  was  fixed  at 
$l,~>50  per  unnuiii,  with  two  dollars  per  day  for 
expense's. 

In  Mr.  D.'s  conver.'iation  in  the  coinniillee,  he 
did  not  mention  the  name  of  the  agent,  Samuel 
M.  lirown,  Hh'p;  he  Siiid  nothing  derogatory  to 
liis  principles  or  honor;  uiid  he  had  never  heard 
any  imput^iiion  of  the  kind  against  him,  and  had 
iio  iiiifr.endly  feeling  for  linn.  Mr.  D.  staled,  in 
lew  terms,  but  very  decisively,  that  Mr.  Lirown 
was  unfit  for  llitr  place;  and  he  memit  this,  and' 
nothing  more — thai  he  li'id  not  the  industry,  the 
activity,  the  alerlness,  iho  will  to  work,  wliich 
were  requisite  in  a  special  agent  of  the  Post  Office 
Deparimenl.  Immediately  on  the  adjournment 
of  Oongie.s.i,  he  relurmd  home,  and  commenced 
«  canvass  for  rctleciion,  and  a  nephew  of  ihe 
Po.ilmaster  General  became  his  opponent.  He 
liad  heard  bci'orelie  left  thiscily  that  iMr.  llobert 
Wicklill'e,  jr.,  was  to  be  his  competitor. 

In  the  month  of  May,  and  wien  th"  canviss 
was  waxing  warm,  he  ix'ceived  from  this  agent, 
Samuel  M.  IJrown,  L'iKi.,a  letter  dalediTlli  April, 
18-13,  at  New  Orleans,  (where,  and  in  the  adja- 
cent eoiiniy,  his  duties  required  him  to  be,)  con- 
taining this  paragraph: 

**  A  IriiMiil  Of"  mine  writ"''*  coitfi-Icnli'it  a*  fttilov.-elll :  •  I 
regret  to  tiatl  that  ymir  .-ippointiueiii  wii-j  iiiad.^  iIim  reaiiuii 
wall  .Mr.  lj\BUK'i-r  l-)\vi»  to  ur.*!'  a  r.'cliii-noii  (tlilie  nmi 
l>'ii.ia:i"a  111'  HI  eial  u»iiu  lo  ^l,3.iu.  uiiil  two  ilnlhir.-  (.  r 
ilay.  It  djes  Htt  tn:c:i}HC»  me  ti  naij  tj  jjati  \\\liii\v:\*  r-'p- 
resenii-il  it,  mi'  lie  a  nh^iali'T  a^  ljeiii)f  i-jU  of  yju  by  Mr. 
Havia  ill  u  coiiiiiiitluc  Ml'  ciiiirereiice  ii|hiii  llii.H  hulijeel.  f 
wieU  yuu  dUkuaui  U,  ami  Ulal  you  wouUtiuk  liiai  iuiejieat 
it  lo  you.' " 

Immedialely  on  the  receipt  cf  this  letter,  Mr. 
D.  said.  111' had  res|>oiidi'd  toil, and  informed  Mr. 
lirown  of  the  chnracler  of  his  opposition  in  com- 
inittec  lo  his  .ippoiniment,  and  requested  him  to 
give  ilie  name  of  his  correspondent.  This  he 
declined  lo  do,  because  of  the  confidential  cliar- 
iicter  of  the  letier,  and  expressed  some  dissatis- 
faction with  his  cour.'se  as  explained  by  himself. 
A  few  weeks  ihercafter,  Mr.  Brown  made  his 
appearance  in  his  dialrict,  and  for  two  or  three 
Weeks  uitended  the  places  of  pnblie  meeting  be- 
tv.eeii  his  eompelitor  and  himself;  He  conlin- 
iied  this  comae  up  lo  the  day  when  the  bloody 
ufl'iay  took  place  between  CassiusM.  Clay,  Eeq., 
and  himsi'lf;  and  in  his  evidence  in  u  court  of 
justice,  Mr.  Brown  proved  that  on  that  day  he 
liud  not  liUcnded  to  go  to  the  muster  where  the 


affray  occurred,  until  the  ne]iliew  of  the  Post- 
master General,  my  compelitor,  came  to  the  tav- 
ern at  which  he  had  stopped,  and  insisted  upon 
his  going  out.  Mr.  D.  said  he  was  not  present 
when  the  fight  occurred.  He  did,  and  still  does, 
regret  his  absence  on  that  occasion,  because  he 
was  satisfied  that  if  he  had  been  present  there 
would  have  arisen  no  occasion  for  it.  He  feels 
this  regret  because  of  the  character  of  the  alTiay, 
because  of  the  parlies  to  it,  and  especially  be- 
cause of  the  serious  injury  in  which  it  resulted 
lo  a  genihman  for  whom  he  had  always  cher- 
ished andyetchcrishcs  kind  and  friendly  feelings. 
That  gentleman  acted  improperly,  but  was  the 
victim  of  the  machinations  of  others  much  more 
wicked  and  not  so  courageous  as  himself. 

Mr.  D.  said  he  was  satisfied  he  saw  the  Post- 
master General  in  this  matter.  Some  time  since 
lie  addressed  him  a  note  requesting  to  know 
whether  he  had  written  the  letter  to  Mr.  Brown, 
from  which  the  previous  extract  was  taken,  and 
the  Postmaster  General  re|)lied,  subslanlially  ad- 
mitting it.  He  then  .'jought  a  personal  inierview 
with  Mr.  Wieklifle,  and  said  to  him,"  in  writing 
that  letter  he  had  acted  cowardly."  He  responded, 
"That  is  a  matter  of  opinion,  Mr.  Davis."  Mr. 
D.  rejoined,  "  Yes,  sir,  you  acted  cowardly  in 
writing  that  letier;  and  you  have  not  the  courage 
10  resent  the  im|nitaiioii."  The  Postmaster  Gen- 
crnl  iheii  passed  on.  I  have  no  language  of  op- 
probrium to  useliere  in  relation  to  him.  Respect 
for  myself,  and  fortliebody  of  which  1  am  a  mem- 
ber, would  lioih  restrain  me  if  I  felt  such  an  in- 
clinaiion.  But  I  have  felt  it  due  to  myself  to  state 
these  farts. 

The  Postmaster  General  knew  well  botli  Mr. 
Brown  and  Mr.  Bryant,  the  agent  whom  he  made 
Mr.  Brown  to  supersede.  He  knew  the  relative 
fitness  of  each  for  the  place,  ond  he  knew  further 
that  Mr.  Brown  was  a  man  of  desperate  charac- 
ter, who  had  had  several  bloody  alfrays.  He 
writes  a  confidential  leaer  lo  him  at  the  llistancc 
of  one  thousand  mili;s,  and  Mr.  Brown  thereupon, 
in  conformity  to  his  suggesiion,  calls  liim  to  ac- 
count. Shortly  after,  he  leaves  his  [>osi  and  his 
duty, comes  inio  my  district,  attends  public  meet- 
ings in  Scolt,  Jessamine,  end  Payette  counties, 
and  enters  arilenily  into  the  canva.ss  forthe  Post- 
master General 's  nephew ;  and  the  latter  takes  him 
to  the  scene  of  polilictl  and  personal  sirile.  I 
leave  it  lo  all  candid  nieii  v,rliellier  the  Posimaslcr 
General  did  not  detail  his  subordinate,  who  held 
place  at  his  will,  to  make  a  set  upon  me.  And  is 
ihisthcscrviccforwhieh  iheseagciUsnreto  receive 
^1,250  per  annum,  and  two  dollars  per  day  ?  Sir, 
if  ihose  agents  were  forbid,  as  they  ought  to  be, 
such  electioneering,  and  were  required  to  do  their 
duty,  from  111*  nature  of  their  service,  and  iho 
qualities  of  the  sort  of  men  who  would  be  most 
suitable  lo  perform  it,  1  e.m  still,  as  I  was  in  the 
last  Cnngreiis,  of  opinion  tliat  $1,000  per  annum, 
and  two  dollars  n  day,  is  enough.  1  therefore 
submit  the  amendment. 

Mr.  McIvAY  was  understood  lo  explain  that 
this  .subject  w.is  beforti  tlic  last  Congress;  and  the 
salary  and  other  remuneration  of  these  ofTicera 
was  liiniied  10  $l,2j0.  That  was  now  ihe  law; 
and  as  they  wi'ie  confidential  agents,  he  was  of 
opinion  llint  lliey  should  be  liberally  paid. 

Mr.  r.VTHLiUN  moved  lo  strike  out  ihc  Iwen- 
ly-.secoiid  and  iwiiity-ihird  lines,  making  an  ap- 
propriation of  $2^,000  for  these  special  nger.ls, 
and  the  addition  of  a  pi'oviaion  at  the  end  of  Ihe 
bill  for  the  abolition  nf  the  officeof  special  agent. 

The  CHAI!l.Vl.\N  slated  that  the  amendment 
was  not  in  order  while  the  amendment  of  the  gcn- 
lleman  iVoni  Keniucky  was  pending. 

Mr.  D.AVI.S,"fICi:nliicky,  withdrew  hisamend- 
meiii  in  ordi'r  to  remove  the  difficulty  in  the  way 
of  Ihe  anieiidmciit  of  the  genilanian  from  New 
York. 

Mr.  RATHBUN  then  submitted  his  nmend- 
ment;and  he  siipporled  it  by  some  observations. 
He  agreed  with  the  geinleinaii  from  Kentucky 
[Mr.  Da^is]  that  the  l.iusiiiess  pursued  by  these 
special  agents  was  political  in  its  nature,  and  was 
the  overliauliiig  of  ilio  post  otKcc  lists,  turning 
out  and  putlin::  in  local  |ioslmaslers.  In  the  de- 
icciion  of  frauds  on  the  Deparlmeiil,  and  of  rob- 
beries of  the  mails,  they  were  useless;  for,  for 
many  years,  in  that  .section  of  tlie  country  from 
which  he  came,  the  discoveries  had  been  made 
by  the  local  postmasters;  and  yet,uselessas  they 
were,  these  agents  were  a  great  tax  on  the  coun- 


try. They  were  traveling  from  one  end  of  ihf 
country  to  the  other,  at  the  public  expense,  en- 
gaging in  politics  wTierever  ihey  went;  and  hence, 
since  he  had  seen  the  working  of  the  system,  he 
had  been  in  favor  of  abolishing  it. 

Mr.  HUDSON  concurred  in  the  remarks  made 
by  the  genllemnn  from  Ne'w  York.  These  special 
agents  were  a  class  of  men  that  were  governed 
more  by  personal  and  political  considerotioin 
than  the  public  good. 

Mr.  SCHENCK suggested  that  afund  of  15,030 
should  be  left,  to  be  appropriated  by  the  head  of 
ihe  Post  Office  Department  to  remunerate  lofal 
postmasters  and  others  for  their  trouble  in  dis- 
covering frauds  on  the  Post  Office,  if  the  special 
agents  were  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  RATHBUN  accepted  the  suggestion  u  i 
modificalioii  of  his  amendment. 

Mr.  McKAY  hoped  the  amendment  would  not 
be  agreed  to.  There  had  been  no  examination 
of  this  subject  by  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Of- 
fice and  Post  Roads;  and  he  thought  the  comniii- 
tcc  should  not  agree  to  disband  tiiis  class  of  i-fS- 
cers  without  some  inquiry  into  the  expcdiei  .  if 
such  a  step,  for  they  might  thereby  be  opei.irj 
the  door  to  frauds  and  robberies. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  said  the  proposition  to  dis- 
pense with  special  Post  Office  agenLs  stnick  him 
with  surprise  and  astonishment.  He  beli.  v.J 
them  to  be  of  great  service  to  the  DepartniJ'ir.; 
and  that  in  no  case  of  fraud  or  robbery  couW  i 
conviction  be  secured  without  iheir  services. 

Mr.  DARRAGH  defended  the  special  o~nui 
on  the  ground  of  extreme  usefulness.  They 
were  to  ihe  Government  what  ihe  private  counr-l 
was  lo  an  individual  in  the  prosecution  of  rrnj;- 
inal  cases.  They  prepared  the  case  for  trial,  dis- 
covered and  collected  testimony,  and  a  conviction 
could  not  be  secured  in  any  case  without  toch 
services. 

Mr.  PAYNE.  Mr.  Chairman,  the  proposi- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr. 
Ratiibun]  is  designed  to  deprive  the  Post  CilSre 
Department  of  a  service  which  it  has  pos.«ssed, 
ami  which  has  been  deemed  necessary,  from  th« 
organization  of  the  Government  down  to  the  pres- 
ent inomint.  The  information  given  now  frora 
all  sides  of  the  House,  goes  far  lo  prove  that  the 
services  of  those  traveling  agents  cannot  bfi  dis- 
pensed with  wiihoul  certain  injury  to  the  piiWit 
service.  Upon  what  grounds  are  we  c«I1mI  e.non 
to  abolish  these  agencies.'  We  are  (  '  ' 
polilical,  and  not  agents  of  the  Po; 

imrlmeni,  as  connected  with  any  Icgii 

ness  of  that  Department.  We  are  also  inlbrnied 
that  those  agents  recommend  appoiniments  in  the 
local  post  offices  of  particular  persons,  who  si;f.- 
ulate  to  perform  certain  political  service  to  ihe 

Adminislralion  as  a  consideration  of  appoii, 

&e.     Sir,  1   doubt  Ihe  accuracy  of  this  .-. 
lion.     First:  because  I  am  not  inclined  to 
that  Ihc  Postmaster  General  or  President  v. .  u.d 
be  infiueiiced  by  any  motive  of  this  chani-cf. 
and   have  given  no  such  instructions   lo  n 
of  those  agents;  and  if  they  have,  1  am  W' 
vinced  that,  in  Alabama,  at  least,  no  man  .  :  .     . 
parly  would  accept  so  c6nlemptible  a  brii'-,  i-r 
sacrifice  his  principles  upon  any  such  condi'aenr. 
If  there  be  such  a  man,  he  is  not  nii  AInbamiaa 
in  feeling,  nor  is  he  actuated  by  the  feelings  com- 
mon lo  Ihal  people. 

1  regrci  to  sec  the  course  pursued  bv  both  the 
great  parlies  of  the  nation  towards  the  present 
Adminislratioii.    That  Adminislralion  came  into 
existence  "under  peculiar  circumsiance.s;  and  ii 
has  received  extraordinary  Ireatim  r  " 
Representatives  of  the  people  from  r 
10  the  present  monienl.     If  the  Pies;-  ■.. 
bank   bill,  he  is  instantly  denounced  as  n  • 
and  charged  wilh   ihe  deliber:>le  design  of 
ficing  the  inten-stof  the  country  upon  the  alur  c'. 
personal  ambition.     If  a  dislribution  bill  is  ve- 
toed, It  is  magnified  into  a  delii    

secure  Ill's  reelection  to  the   I' 

treaty  is  concluded,  adding  lo  i 

lory  sufficient  for  an  empire,  and  necessary  ii>  ■ 

only  lo  quiet  our  internal  commolious,  but  i" 

seeureonr  gulf  possessionsagaiiist  ih 

foreign  invasion,  it  is  inslnnily  chau 

laid  intrigue  tocheat  the  people oiitoi 

for  the  Presidency,  and  lo  secure  th'    i 

ihe  Presidency  of  the  present  iiicui.' 

this  course  is  not  only  unpatriotic,  but  iid. 

and  it  h  quite  time  tiiat  ilio  interests  of  lii'. 
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try  should  receive  some  small  part  of  tlic  nllcn- 
tion  of  Congress,  mid  thai  its  interest  should  no 
longer  be  sncrificed  upon  the  sole  ground  that 
Mr.  Tyler'H  prospects  for  reelection  to  the  Presi- 
dency will  brighten  if  this  measure  is  adopted  or 
that  treaiy  is  approved.  This  course  is  the  more 
ridiculous  and  contemptible  because  it  is  pursued 
by  persons  who,  in  some  instances,  long  ago — 
years  passed — were  foremost  in  the  advocacy  of 
these  measures.  Cut  it  is  not  now  the  time  to 
ndopl  those  measures,  norare  the  rensonsassigned 
for  the  adoption  of  them  satisfactory,  although 
we  arc  all  for  the  adoption  of  Iheni  at  tlic  proper 
time  and  upon  the  proper  reasons. 

Now,  sir,  why  is  it  not  the  proper  time?  I3e- 
c«u8c  Mr.  Tyler  made  the  treaiy,  and  his  popu- 
larity may  be  increased  if  it  bo  ratified.  And, 
moreover,  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  Secretary 
of  Slate  for  making  the  treaiy  will  add  to  hi.'j  pop- 
ularity, if  the  treaty  is  concluded;  therefore  it 
must  be  rejected  at  tliis  lime.  Will  a  course  of 
this  kind  satisfy  the  people?  Will  ihey  bi:  satis- 
fied that  great  national  measures!,  involving  the 
interests  of  the  whole  country, shall  be  postponed 
or  lost  forever,  because  the  time  of  settling  them, 
or  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  doing  so,  are  not  satisfactory  to  the  ambitious 
aspirants  to  the  Presidency  in  expectancy.'  I 
think  not,  sir.  And  it  may  be  the  people  will 
observe  an  ambitipus  selfishness  in  this  course 
which  will  not  meet  their  approbation  or  merit 
their  confidence  when  the  parties  interested  will 
most  need  it. 

Sir,  I  will  say,  in  conclusion,  to  the  gentlemen 
from  New  York  [Mr.  R.»thbu.v]  and  Mas.sachu- 
setts  (Mr.  HtosoN]  if  any  portion  of  their  con- 
stituents can  be  bribed  into  «  betrayal  of  their 
iirinciples,  and  to  perform  political  service  toMr. 
;ryler,  for  the  coniomptible  office  of  a  potty  post- 
ini'.ster,  they  would  be  a  very  unsafe  depositary 
of  political  power,  and  vast  injury  might  be  done 
to  the  cause  of  civil  liberty  by  an  offer  tp  them 
of  seven  dollars  per  month  and  rations.  But  1 
ibclievc  the  gentlemen  do  their  constituents  injust- 
jcc.  I  trust  there  is  no  port  of  the  American  peo- 
ple who  can  be  thus  bribed.  Believing  this,  I 
CAunpt  consent  to  vole  for  the  amendment,  even 
if  those  agents  did  interfere  in  the  politics  of  the 
country — ^Knowing  the  necessity  of  the  service. 
But,  with  every  reason  lobelieve  that  ihey  donot 
so  interfere,  1  trust  the  nmendmciil  will  be  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH  said  he  was  not  quite 
satisfied  that  these  officers  were  so  essentially 
necessary  as  some  gentlemen  seemed  to  suppose; 
at  least  so  great  a  number  as  were  now  employed. 
And  he  would  inquire  how  it  happened  that  they 
always  agreed  in  politics  with  the  existing  A<i- 
ministration  .'  They  had  it  in  their  power  to  do 
a  great  deal  of  mischief,  traversing  the  Union  from 
one  end  to  another,  and  acting  as  the  medium  of 
application,  from  the  people  of  various  sections, 
for  the  establishment  of  post  offices  at  various 
points. 

The  question  was  taken  upon  the  amendment; 
and,  upon  a  division,  there  were  5!)  in  the  affirm- 
ative, and  28  in  the  negative — no  quorum  votnig. 

Tellers  were  then  demanded  jandiVlessrs.BiinKi: 
and  Bkkngle  were  appointed;  who  reported — 
ayes  77,  noes  62. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  aside,  to  be  reported  to 
the  House. 

NAV.\L  APPROPniATIONS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.McKAY.ihecoramittcetook 
up  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support 
of  the  Navy. 

Mr.  PARMENTER  moved  the  following 
amendment: 

Afnr  the  word  "  dallitn<,"  in  the  eleveiitli  line,  insert : 

Vrocidcdj  'i'hnt  llie  whole  number  of  [ictly  oliicer^,  sea- 
men, oriJiti:iry  seamen,  landsmr^n,  ntul  boys,  in  lln!  naval 
service,  slinll  iml  eieeed  seven  thniisanil  live  hundred,  at 
any  one  lime  daring  tiie  fiscal  year  (or  which  thl3  appro- 
priatiou  is  niaUt!. 

Mr.  SLIDELL  moved  the  following,  as  an 
amendment  to  the  amendment: 

Provided^  That  no  portion  of  the  said  sum  bo  applied  to 
the  pay  of  any  offlcerd  of  any  erade  licyond  the  number  in 
ihc  resp<*ctive  grades  lliat  were  In  the  servire  on  the  1 5t 
day  of  Januar> ,  \«K  :  JInd  moMcJ  Jmlkrr,  That  all  per- 
sons who  may  liavi:  beun  appo"it»Ml  n.t  master's  mates  since 
the  4th  day  of  .Au^st,  IS42,  and  who  were  not,  at  Uic 
lime  of  their  appoinlmeni,  ublu  seainL-n  of  llie  lirn  class, 
r  slwil  be  lonlmitli  dlsrate-J. 


Mr.  C.  JOHNSONexpicssed  himself  gratified 
to  sec  the  limitation  proposed  by  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs;  that  he  had 
long  Iwlieved  that  we  should  have  n  peace  estab- 
lishment for  the  Navv  as  well  as  the  Army;  and 
that  the  number  of  oflicers  and  men  in  each  should 
be  limited  to  the  necessities  of  the  public  service. 
Heretofore,  the  Navy  had  been  left  to  the  discre- 
tion of  the  Sccrelaiy,  only  limilid  by  the  appro- 
priation liills.  He  urged  upon  the  chairman  of 
ihe  Naval  Comtniltee  the  propriety  of  reducing 
still  further.  If  he  did  not  misunderstand  the 
amendment,  it  proposed  to  man  the  number  of 
vessels  required  for  the  next  year  in  the  same 
way  that  we  would  in  lime  of  war — as  wo  have 
heretofore  done.  He  thought  there  should  be  a 
dillercncc  in  the  complement  of  men  required  for 
each  ship  in  war  and  in  peace.  He  read  a  table, 
showing  that  in  the  British  service,  first  class 
men-of-war,  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  guns,  in 
time  of  peace,  had  on  board  (oflicers,  men,  and 
marines) eight  hundred  and  eighty-six  men,  while 
the  same  class  in  our  .service  had  on  board  twelve 
hundred  men — officers,  men,  and  marines — near 
one  third  more  officers  and  men  in  the  American 
service  than  were  employed  in  ihe  Briti.sh.  The 
table  showed  about  the  same  difference  in  vessels 
of  inferior  size.  He  thought  the  number  of  men 
and  officers  should  be  regulated  for  a  peace  and 
not  a  war  establishment.  He  expressed  the  hope 
that  the  chairman  of  the  Naval  Committee  would 
so  shape  his  amendment  as  to  fix  the  number  of 
officers  and  men  for  a  pence  establishment.  He 
was  desirous  of  having  n  peace  establishment, 
and  the  expenditures  properly  regulated.  This 
branch  of  tlie  service,  together  wiih  the  Army, 
were  thcgreat  sources  of  expenditure.  Hereona 
table,  showing  the  expenditures  of  these  branches 
of  the  public  service  from  1821  to  1342,  us  follsws: 

For  Ihe  Army iJl.TT.PlO.atO 

For  the  Navy 97,768,698 

Total....'. S-J3J,.'j77,GJ6 

Annual  avoragc $10,708,074 

He  said  the  country  would  be  astonished  to  see 
the  immen.se  sums  expended  on  the  Army  and 
Navy;  and,  a-s  he  thought,  without  any  adequate 
return  to  the  country.  He  could  see  no  advant- 
age to  the  country  from  this  immense  expendi- 
ture— no  adequate  return.  He  was  aware  of  the 
excuse  made  lor  it — the  protection  of  our  com- 
merce. This  was  a  mere  pretext — an  excuse  for 
throwing  upon  the  public  Treasury  an  immense 
number  of  men,  who  might  be  much  more  profit- 
able to  the  country  em|>loyed  in  other  occupa- 
tions. He  alluded  to  the  Mediterranean  squad- 
ron and  the  expenditures  for  the  protection  of  our 
commerce  on  that  sea;  and  expressed  theopinioh 
that  our  expenditures  ut  that  station  equaled  the 
whole  of  the  commerce  caal-of  the  straits  of  Gib- 
raltar— that  it  would  be  better  for  Ihe  country  to 
pay  for  the  commerce  than  protect  it;  that  there 
was  no  more  need  to  protect  our  commerce  in  the 
Mcditerr-Tiican  than  there  was  in  the  Chesapeake 
bay.  Such  a  thing  as  pirates  in  that  sea  had  been 
scarcely  heard  of  in  the  last  twenty  years.  He 
expressed  his  determination  to  vole  for  the  amend- 
ment, but  he  hoped  the  chairman  would  sosh.ipe 
it  as  to  make  a  regular  peace  establishment. 

Mr.  SLIDELC  called  for  the  reading  o(  the 
amendment  submitted  by  him,  and,  it  having 
been  read,  Mr.  S.  said  that  he  would  say  a  word 
or  two  in  explanation,  in  order  that  us  object 
might  not  be  misunderstood.  By  the  act  of'  2d 
March,  1842,  it  was  provided  that  the  number  of 
officers  in  the  service  should  not  be  increased  be- 
yond what  it  was  in  ls41;  nor  should  the  num- 
ber of  midshipmen  be  increased  beyond  the  num- 
ber in  service  i%  tliat  year.  The  object  of  the 
amendinent  was  to  correct  an  abuse  that  had  been 
pi'acticed,  not  by  the  present  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  but  by  his  predecessor,  Mr.  Henshaw. 
This  gentleman  evaded  the  law  by  appointing  a 
number  of  younggenllemcn  acting  master's  males, 
and  made  so  many  of  the  appointments  as  to  pie- 
vent  the  reductions  contemplated  by  the  law.  All 
these  appointments  (some  fifty  or  sixty)  were 
made  of  residents  north  and  east  of  the  District 
of  Columbia — not  one  of  ihem  was  appointed 
south  of  the  Poiomacand  west  of  the  Alleghanies. 

When  he  first  heard  of  Mr.  Heiishaw'a  rejec- 
tion by  the  S<Mialc,  he  was  under  the  impression 
that  be  had  been  treated  harshly — that  there  was 


nothing  in  the  character  ho  had  previously  sus- 
tained that  would  justify  it;  but  when  he  came  to 
learn  the  facts  connected  with  these  appointments 
of  master's  motes,  he  was  satisfied  that  the  Senate 
had  acted  correctly,  and  that  their  rejection  of 
Mr.  Henshaw  was  caused  by  this  course  of  con- 
duct on  his  part.  Now,  he  thought  ihat  every 
friend  of  the  Navy  shoulil  join  in  correcting  sucii 
abuses  as  this,  lie  did  not  intend  to  make  any 
charge  of  the  kind  against  the  present  Secretary 
of  the  Navy;  on  the  contrary,  that  officer  had  told 
him  thai  he  "disapproved  of  iVlr.  Henshaw 's  con- 
duct in  this  particular  instance.  All  he  wanted 
was  to  provide  by  law  against  the  recurrence  of 
such  an  abuse.  He  fully  agreed  with  the  chair- 
man of  the  Naval  Committee,  that  the  number  of 
men  should  be  limited,  though  ho  was  not  pre- 
pared to  say  Ihat  the  reduction  should  be  as  lowr 
as  seventy-fivt:  hundred. 

Mr.  HOLMES  observed  that  the  amendment 
of  the  chairman  of  the  Naval  Commillec  [Mr. 
Parmenteh]  restricted  the  Navy  Department  in 
manning  the  vessels  of  the  Navy,  and  he  was 
therefore  opposed  to  it.  The  observations  of  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  induced  the  belief  that 
he  looked  upon  the  Navy  as  a  perfectly  useless 
incumbrance  on  the  Government,  and  that  it  cost 
more  to  keep  it  up  than  our  commerce  was  worth. 
He  was  opposed  distinctly  to  any  limitation  as  to 
the  number  of  the  men.  There  had  been  already 
a  limitation  on  the  numberof  officers,  and  he  ven- 
tured to  assert  that  the  limitation  of  the  number 
of  men  would  be  productive  of  th*  greatest  diffi- 
culties. The  personnel  of  the  Navy  could  not  bo 
obtained  atany  lime.  Napoleon,  in  the  heightof 
his  power,  comniandiiig,  as  he  did,  the  southern 
ports  of  the  Mediterroneatf,  built  and  equipped 
tv/o  large  fleets,  superior  in  strength,  so  far  as 
ships  were  concerned,  to  those  of  the  British;  but 
what  was  the  result.'     Why,  in  the  heightof  his 

flower,  he  was  unable  to  meet  the  fleets  of  Great 
Britain,  because  be  discovered,  after  having  in- 
curred an  enormous  expense,  that  ho  could  not 
gel  the  personnel.  The  wisest  monarch  on  the 
continent  of  Europe  was  now  availing  himself  of 
Napoleon's  dear-bought  experience,  and  taking 
the  best  means  of  accomplishing  what  Napoleon 
failed  in— that  is,  in  lime  of  peace  raising  up  sea- 
men for  his  navy,  by  encouraging  his  commercial 
and  military  marine.  What  was  this  Government 
now  doing.'  Why,  giving  bounties  to  our  fish- 
ermen, and  giving  them  also  indirect  bounties,  in 
the  way  of  a  drawback  on  sail.  Not  that  fish 
was  wanted,  or  that  salt  was  wanted;  but  it  was 
thought  wise,  in  this  way,  to  carry  out  the  policy 
of  our  forefathers,  and  encourage  the  growth  of 
seamen,  to  be  ready  in  the  event  of  a  war. 

Mr.  H.  denied  that  there  would  be  any  true 
economy  in  the  adoption  of  the  amendment.  The 
expense  would  not  be  reduced;  for  if  the  number 
of  men  on  board  a  line-of-baitle  ship  should  be 
reduced  to  seven  or  eight  hundred  men,  as  con- 
templated by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  the 
Department  might  send  out  a  sloop-of-war  with 
the  .ship-of-the-line,  carrying  three  or  four  hun- 
dred more.  The  Department  had  only  to  keep 
more  vessels  afloat,  and  the  object  of  the  amena- 
ment  would  be  thus  defeated.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, he  thought  the  matter  had  better  bo 
left  to  Ihe  discretion  of  the  Department.  But 
again:  suppose  there  were  eight  thousand  men  in 
the  Navy:  had  the  Government  the  power  to  dis- 
miss them  when  it  pleased?  No;  it  was  bound 
by  the  contract  enteied  into  with  the  men  when 
they  enlisted.  These  men  must  be  kept  in  em- 
ployment, or  be  paid  in  idleness;  and  he  supposed 
the  gentleman  from  Mussachu.setts  would  not 
agree  to  that. 

But  be  took  higher  ground.  He  would  not  say 
that  he  was  ostonished  to  hear  his  friend  from 
Tennessee  speak  of  the  Navy  as  he  hud  done: 
but  he  thought  he  should  be  much  astonished  if 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  proved  his  allega- 
tions. The  gentleman  had  said  there  were  no 
benefiis  resulting  to  our  commerce  from  our  Navy ; 
but  bad  that  gentleman  taken  the  trouble  to  look 
as  much  to  the  benefits  as  to  the  expenses  of  the 
Navy?  Where  were  they  now  developing  new 
sources  of  commerce?  In  the  China  seas.  He 
then  proceeded  to  notice  the  exposed  condition  of 
our  commerce,  and  the  danger  to  be  apprehended 
from  pirates,  without  the  defense  of  our  Navy, 
and  the  effect  produced  by  the  existence  of  a  naval 
force  capable  of  punishing  piracies.  Not  to  speak 
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of  national  honor,  but  aimply  as  a  matter  of  dol- 
lars and  cents,  he  advociitcd  the  maintenance  of 
an  efficient  Navy  as  a  wise  eeononiy.  One  gen- 
tleman hud  called  upon  them  to  reduce  the  Navy 
to  tt  pence esiahlislimenl;  but  he  wished  that  gcn- 
ili'niun  to  define  what  he  meant  by  a  peace  estab- 
lishment ?  Was  it  the  system  of  gun-boats,  whii^h 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  was  old  enough  to 
remember?  He  spoke  cl  some  length  on  the  in- 
utility of  such  a  force,  and  the  necessity  and  econ- 
omy of  a  naval  force  worthy  of  the  country,  which 
was  so  rapidly  increasing  in  populalionand  prop- 
erty and  enterprise. 

This  (jpuntry  ought  never  lo  be  found  in  the 
predicament  ol  biing  without  an  armed  force  both 
Cy  sea  and  land.  He  spoke  of  the  naval  force  of 
France  and  England  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico;  the 
imporlnnce  of  our  commerce  which  found  a  mar- 
ket by  that  outlet  from  the  vnllcy  of  the  Missis- 
sippi; of  the  treaty  of  Texan  annexation;  and  of 
the  facts  disclosed  by  the  published  correspond- 
ence in  relation  to  the  designs  upon  Texas  as  n 
foreign  Power.  He  discussed  at  Inrsrc  the  policy 
pursued  by  Great  Britain  toward.s  Allghanistan, 
in  illustration  of  his  argument,  adding  that  Texas 
stood  to  us  in  the  relation  that  Affghaiiistan  stood 
lo  Great  Britain.  He  did  not  look  upon  the  move- 
ments of  Great  Britain  in  India  as  barely  for  ter- 
ritorial aggrandizement,  and  he  intimated  that  her 
designs  on  Texas  were  in  contemplation  of  the 
smuggling  of  her  fabrics  from  Texas  into  the 
United  States.  After  speaking  at  great  length 
on  the  commeKial  aspect  of  the  case,  he  spoke  of 
the  domestic  institution  of  slavery  n.s  involved  in 
the  great  struggle  now  going  on,  and  said  he  held 
slavery  lo  be  necessary  to  the  cultivation  of  south- 
ern products.  He  ciTncluded  with  a  warning  to 
gentlemen  not  to  reduce  the  Army  and  Navy  so 
far  as  lo  leave  the  country  defenseless;  and  con- 
tended that,  by  keeping  a  naval  force  on  a  re- 
spectable fooling,  peace  would  be  secured  as  long 
as  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  could  desire. 

Mr.  PARM ENTER  made  some  explanations 
in  reply  lo  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee.  He  said  this  was  not  a  proposition 
to  diminish  the  force,  but  to  compel  the  Depart- 
ment lo  confine  itself  within  the  limits  of  its  own 
estimates,  and  to  conform  to  the  laws. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  said,  in  the  few  suggestions 
which  he  intended  to  offer,  he  would  confine  him- 
self strictly  lo  the  merits  of  the  question.  He 
trusted  he  was  the  very  last  person  who  would 
ilctracl  from  the  well-meriied  fame  of  the  Navy; 
bul  he  had  another  rule  of  action:  he  would  en- 
deavor so  10  vole  in  relotion  to  this  subject  as  lo 
check,  if  possible,  what  he  believed  the  gross  and 
extravagant  expenditure  of  public  money;  and 
he  referred  gentlemen,  in  corroboration  of  this 
assertion  that  there  was  extravagance  in  the  e.v- 
jpcndilures,  to  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
'Naval  Affairs.  The  facts  which  stared  them  in 
the  face  from  every  qiiurter  jusiified  him  in  the 
nascrlion  that  there  was  gross  extravagance.  Mr. 
H.  referred  to  various  iiem.i  of  expenditure,  in 
proof  of  the  existence  of  exirnvngiincc.  It  was 
not  correct  economy,  he  would  adinii,  to  dole  out 
the  cxpendilurcs  of  the  Government  with  parsi- 
mony; but  it  was  equally  improper  to  spend  the 
means  of  the  Government  extravnganily,  and  to 
allow  the  Navy  lo  drink  up  the  public  treasure, 
as  the  sand  drinks  up  the  gu.sliing  raindrops.  The 
proper  course  lay  between  the  two  extremes. 
His  chief  object  in  addre.Ksing  the  commillee  was 
lo  invoke  their  attenlion  lo  the  propriety  of  mak- 
ing this  bill  conformable  lo  the  naval  rclreiich- 
raenl  bill,  which  he  trusted  wns  soon  lo  come  up 
for  consideration;  indeed,  he  did  hope  it  would 
liavc  prncedi  d  this  bill. 

Mr.  H.  next  adverted  lo  the  enormous  increase 
of  the  number  of  officers  in  the  Navy,  and  that 
in  a  lime  of  peace,  when  the  number  ought  lo  be 
Itssenod.  He  produced  tables,  taken  from  official 
returns,  lo  show  that  the  greater  numberoflhe.se 
officers  were  necessarily  unemployed,  and  were 
spending  their  time  at  home  in  idleness.  He  had 
nothing  to  urge  against  any  officer  of  the  Navy; 
they  could  not  be  blamed  for  receiving  the  allow- 
ance which  the  law  gave  them,  whether  employed 
or  not;  but  he  asked  gentlemen  toexamine  the 
(Jreat  disparity  between  the  number  of  naval  offi- 
cers, as  regulated  by  statute,  and  the  nunibi  r  now 
ill  existence.  He  went  into  a  detailed  siatemcnt 
showing  gross  extravagance  in  expendilurea  ap- 
pcrta;nii:g  to  the  liaval  service. 


Mr.  H.  concluded  by  summing  up  the  state- 
ment, showing,  as  the  result,  that  $2,142  97  was 
expended  in  liquor  for  the  sick,  and  $10,288  53 
for  provisions.  The  amount  expended  within  a 
period  of  one  year  on  the  coast  of  Florida  by  the 
commander  of  this  little  squadron  was  {^504,580; 
and  yet  the  geotleman  from  South  Carolina  found 
in  this  nothing  lo  induce  the  House  lo  restrict  the 
appropriations.  Mr.  H.  said  he  would  go  for 
the  amendment.  He  would  go  for  anything  to 
slop  the  drafts  these  leeches  were  making  on  the 
Tre.isury.  His  principal  object,  however,  in 
rising,  was  to  call  on  the  members  lo  redeem  the 
pledges  of  economy  Ihiil  ihey  made  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  session;  and  he  trusted  that  now  that 
ihcy  had  the  opportunity,  they  would  redeem 
them.  He  was  from  a  commercial  Stale,  and 
would  be  the  last  man  to  do  any  act  that  would 
be  injurious  lo  commerce;  but  lie  did  not  under- 
stanil  how  commerce  could  be  benefited  or  pro- 
tected by  suffering  this  enormous  and  profligate 
waste  of  public  money  to  be  continued.  By  intro- 
ducing a  proper  system  of  economy  and  account- 
ability, the  Navy  would  be  more  efficient  and  the 
Government  would  be  able  lo  employ  more  ships 
and  more  guns  to  protect  commerce  than  they 
now  did. 
Mr.  HALE  ofTcred  the  following  amendment: 
That  80  much  of  the  firet  section  of  the  act  entitled  "An 
act  lo  rPi^llale  the  pay  of  Hit:  N.ivy,"  approved  Ihe  3d  of 
Mnrcll,  lf^33;  and  ttie  Iwclftli  section  of  oa  act  cnlltled 
"  .\n  act  to  regulate  the  pay  of  pursers  and  otlier  olficers 
of  llic  Navy,"  passed  August  2.,,  184'3,  as  provide.^  Iliat 
officers  temporarily  employed  perroniitng  Ihe  duties  belouR- 
iiiK  10  tliosc  of  a  liiglier  grade  sliall  receive  the  compcnsa- 
tiou  alloived  to  sucli  liiglier  ^rade  while  actually  so  em- 
ployed, tie,  and  Ihe  same  is  hereby,  repealed. 

Mr.  H.  addressed  the  commillee  in  favor  of  the 
amendment,  and  commented  on  the  abuses  prac- 
ticed in  the  Navy,  and  the  necessity  for  retrench- 
ment in  that  branch  of  the  service.  It  was  saga- 
ciously remarked  to  him  by  a  young  friend,  the 
other  day,  that  the  Army  retrenchment  bill  might 
pass  both  Houses  of  Congress,  because  there  the 
retrenchment  was  principally  from  the  pay  of  the 
junior  officers — the  major  generals,  with  their 
salaries  of  six  or  seven  thousand  dollars  a  year, 
being  scarcely  touched;  but  that  the  Navy  rc- 
tronchment  bill  could  not  be  pa.ssed,forthc  post- 
captains  were  to  be  considerably  reduced  by  it; 
and  Ihey  would  havesufficient  influence  lo  defeat 
it.  There  M'as  an  old  maxim  in  the  Navy,  that 
there  was  no  law  for  a  post-captain,  and  really 
the  adage  seemed  now  to  be  verified.  The  Navy 
is  utterly  v/itliout  law,  and  the  document  just 
read  by  the  gentleman  from  Maine,  [Mr.  FIam- 
LiN,]  showing  the  expenditures  of  the  Florida 
squadron,  proved  it.  Such  conduct  ns  was  de- 
scribed in  that  document  ought  lo  make  every 
American  blush;  bul  what  was  the  result  of  it.' 
Why,  the  officer  came  forward  and  demanded  of 
the  Secretary  of  the'Navy  (Mr.  Henshaw)  extra 
compen.sation  as  commander  of  a  foreign  squad- 
ron,arid  the  Secretary  paid  him  from  five  to  seven 
thousand  dollars  more.  It  was  lo  correct  a  thou- 
sand such  abuses  ns  this,  that  had  crept  into  the 
Navy,  that  he  would  offer  the  amendment  that 
had  been  read  for  the  information  of  ihc  commit- 
tee. Mr.  H.  went  on  to  comment  on  the  large 
amount  of  money  unnecessarily  expended  for  the 
Navy.  We  have  (said  he)  twice  ns  many  otH- 
cers  as  there  is  any  use  for,  and  they  receive 
higher  pay  than  the  officers  of  any  navy  in  the 
world. 

In  answer  to  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina, [Mr.  Holmes,]  who  called  the  attenlion  of 
the  committee  to  the  danger  of  a  collision  with  n 
foreign  Power,  he  would  say  thot  the  danger  was 
not  to  be  met  on  the  ocean,  bul  in  this  House; 
and  thai  if  they  were  now  in  the  better  days  of 
Republic,  the  Chief  Magistrate.would  not  liave 
ventured  on  ihe  bold  experiment  of  endangering 
Ihe  peace  of  the  country,  and  making  a  warlike 
dcmonslralion  on  a  friendly  Power,  witlioulnsk- 
ing  the  advice  or  consent  of  Congress.  The 
danger  was  in  n  cowardly  spirit,  that  would  sub- 
mit to  executive  encroachments. 

He  was  asked  to  vole  liberal  appropriations  of 
the  public  money — he  supposed,  to  enable  the 
Executive  to  show  our  Navy  al  Vera  Cruz  and 
send  an  army  to  the  Sabine;  but  he  would  tell 
the  Exec.uiive  that  he  bad  yet  to  gvl  the  first  dol- 
lar by  his  vote  while  this  course  of  conduct  was 
pursued.  As  for  this  Texas  mailer,  he  would  say, 
for  one,  that  he  had  little  sympathy  with  that 


spirit  which  was  so  courageous  lo  Mexico,  and 
yet  sat  tamely  still  and  listened  to  the  roar  of  the 
British  lion  in  Oregon.  If  any  bravery  was  to  be 
shown,  let  us  have  a  foeinan  worthy  of  our  steel. 
Lot  us  not  (said  he)  net  so  bravely  towards  Mex- 
ico, and  so  cowardly  towards  England,  which 
now  holds  possession  of  our  territory,  to  which 
we  have  an  undisputed  right. 

Mr.  H.  again  returned  lo  the  abases  and  ez- 
Irnvngancea  of  ihc  Navy;  and,  among  otiiera,  r«- 
ferrecf  lo  the  Portsmouth  navy-yord,  where  were 
stationed  twenty-six  officers,  al  an  expense  of 
$30,000  a  year,  and  all  to  command  six  seamea 
and  twelve  ordinary  seamen.  This  yard  was 
commanded  by  a  post  captain;  and  wnat  dnties 
had  he  10  perform  f  Why,  just  nothing.  What 
had  the  commander  to  Jo?  Why,  to  help  tlie 
captain;  and  as  for  the  lieutenants,  they  had  noib- 
in»  to  do  bul  to  give  orders  to  the  midshipmen. 

He  hgped  the  committee  would  look  at  tliia 
matter  seriously.  He,  for  one,  could  not  go  home 
and  look  his  hard-working,  lax-payine  constitu- 
ents in  the  face,  if  he  should  record  his  vole  in 
favor  of  such  extravagant  appropriations.  They 
had  here  got  rid  of  primogeniture,  one  of  the  worst 
features  of  the  English  system;  but  they  were 
creating  a  still  worse  feature,  by  appropri.-i^^n; 
money  lo  create  these  class  aristocracies,  .^^rn . 
the  subject  had  been  under  the  consideration  of 
the  standing  committee,  an  officer  of  the  Navy 
came  lo  one  of  its  members  and  remonstrated 
against  the  reduction  of  his  salary;  alleging  that, 
if  the-  reduction  was  effected,  he  shou>a  be  com- 
pelled lo  take  his  sons  from  college.  The  reply 
of  the  member  was,  "Then  lei  them  go  to  the 
plow,  as  mine  do."  He  (Mr.  H.)  hoped  the 
commillee  would  take  up  the  subject  and  retrench 
effectually. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  then 
agreed  to. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  PARM  ENTER 
and  Mr.  McKAY,  the  amendment,  as  amended, 
was  adopted. 

Mr.  PARMENTER  proposed  an  amendment, 
as  a  substitute  for  a  very  large  part  of  the  bill  in 
detail,  to  effect  reductions  in  various  salaries  mid 
the  abolition  of  several  offices.  Mr.  P.  briefly 
explained  the  retrenchments  which  his  aiDend- 
ment  would  effect,  and  the  changes  which  it  would 
occasion. 

Mr.  McKAY  advocated  the  amendment. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  moved  to  amend  the  onieod- 
mcni  by  striking  out  nil  the  appropriations  in 
relation  to  the  navy-yard  at  Washington,  which 
he  deemed  entirely  useless,  especially  as  there 
wns  a  navy-yard  alGosport.  He  hope*!  the  amend- 
ment which  he  now  proposed  would  be  adopted, 
and  that,  before  the  end  of.thc  session,  the  Hou» 
would  agree  to  transfer  the  navy-yard  from  Wash- 
ington to  some  point  on  the  Mississippi  riycr, 
where  it  could  be  established  with  men;  adracl- 
agc  lo  Ihe  interests  of  the  country. 

Mr.  PAR.M ENTER  opposed  Ihe  amendment. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  said  he  was  not  pre- 
pared lo  assert  that  the  amendment  sb'     ''  ' 
ried  lo  thecvtent  suggested  by  the  gen 
Tennessee;  bul  he  was  of  opinion  il  1 

be  more  advantageous  lo  tjiis  Government  tn  dis- 
continue the  building  of  vessels  at  thisnavy-yard, 
for  the  reason  that  materials  of  nil  kinds  were 
more  expensive  here  than  al  almost  any  other 
point  that  could  be  named. 

The  amendment  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Mc- 
KAY and  HOLMES;  and  the  question  was  fur- 
ther debated  by  Messrs.  SCHENCK,  C.  JOHN- 
SON, BLACK  of  Georgia,  DICKINSON,  .^nd 
others. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  said:  I  represent  a  constit- 
uency removed  a  thousand  miles  from  the  «  s- 
board;  yet,  sir,  with   us  there   is  no  pn 
n^ainsi  iheNnvy.  We  lake  pride  in  iischn 
1  he  achievcmeiils  of  Perry,  Decitiic  and  oih'rrj 
of  our  gallant  officers  during  the  late  war,  make 

the  Navy  dear  lo  the  heart  of  the  Am ■"  >-— ■^- 

ple.  I,  liir  one,  would  not  impair  it.> 
mutilatingorcutiingoffany  of  itsimpn 
bers;  for  economy  or  true  reform  does  not  coij-Md^ 
in  impairing  any  of  the  essential  functions  of  ii»e 
Government,  but  in  making  thein  more  cfficie-nt, 
by  simplifying  them,  and  introducing  responsi- 
bility ill  their  managem»l. 

We  who  are  the  advocates  of  the  cslablis' 
of  a  naval  depot  in  the  West  do  not  de.^. 
destroy  your  navy-yards  on  the  saa-board.    Lk.; 
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we.  invite  gi'iiilcinoii  of  tlic  «ca-l)oaril,  wlio  are  so 
deeply  iiiwrostod,  to  introduce  a  thorougii  and 
liuarciiing;  iriquiiy  into  the  iil>ii«fs  and  cxtravn- 
punce  wliicli  are  alligfd  to  eNisl  in  this  hraneli  of 
Ilie  service — fir  llic  impression  ia  widi:-spread 
that  both  exist  to  at\  alarmin^extcnt.  And  those 
wlij>  tt'ill  |i(i!iu  ont  the  abuses  and  reform  the 
Kavy,  by  cuuinj;  ulTlhe  unnecessary  and  rotten 
Uranclii'.<  of  the  service,  will  entitle  themselves 
to  be  culled  liiu  friends  of  the  Navy  in  deed  and 
li-u(h. 

1  hope  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Joiinsox,]  who  de- 
sires with  myself  the  •^stabtishnienl  of  a  naval 
cle(>ol  in  the  West,  and  in  our  own  Stale,  will 
wiiiidravv  his  proposition,  that  we  may  show  our 
friends  in  the  East  that  we  arc  not  urging  the 
f'filablishnienl  of  a  navy-yard  at  Alemphis  as  a 
State  or  a  sectional  question,  but  one*  in  which 
the  whole  country,  and  the  enl  ire  West  especially, 
has  a  deep  and  viial  interest.  I  should  not  have 
ni.ide  any  remarks  upon  the  csiablishmetit  of  a 
depot  at  Alemphi.'i  at  this  lime — as  we  have  a  bill 
liovv  on  the  ISpeakc-r'^i  tabK;  which  has  passed  the 
Senate  by  a  vole  of  nearly  three  to  one — but  for 
(he  direction  this  debate  has  taken  in  the  remarks 
of  the  sentleman  who  preceded  me.  We  di^sire 
that  ri;^id  ccuiiomy  may  be  introduced  in  llie  ap- 
propriations, thai  a  portion  of  the  money  which 
18  spent  upon  the  Navy  may  be  given  to  the 
buildiiif;  of  a  naval  depot  and  yard  in  the  valley 
of  the  .Mi.sftissippi.  We  deem  this  a  measure  of 
csS4>ntial  iinport^mcc  to  j>n>tect  our  commerce, 
wiiich  finds  its  way  nut  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
and  aa  a  raeaiis^of  Uefeuding  iho  Southwest  from 
invasion. 

The  Government  has  already  had  o  survey 
made  of  MiMuphis — the  niofit  eligible  point  on  the 
rvlisslMsippi  for  ihis  purpose;  where  liiui>cr,e(|nal 
ill  quality  to  any  in  the  world,  inexhaustible  in 
quantity,  of  every  variety,  can  be  had  at  ii  very 
lo'A'  price;  apointat  wliieli  the  iMississippi  river 
is  never  frozen  over,  and  to  which  vessels  come 
frtim  the  Gulf  at  every  season  of  tin.'  yfar.  It  is 
in  the  lirart  ttf  the  garner  of  the  Union,  where 
suppli'S  of  provisions  ran  bi!  had  at  less  than  half 
of  the  New  York  and  Philadelphia  |)rices;  and 
convenient  to  Kentucky  and  Mi.ssouri,  where  the 
supply  of  cordage  is  so  abundant.  Tennessee 
iron  i.s  ll;e  best  in  the  Union.  The  (gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  [.Mr.  Ulack]  shakes  his 
head.  1  c;iii  tell  the  genlleinan  thai  1  understand 
Tennessee  iron  is  shipped  to  Piiisburg  and  Cin- 
cinnati f.)r  the  purpose  of  building  boilers,  &c. 
Iron,  lead,  and  copper  can  be  obtained  without 
limit  as  to  extent  and  quality.  Here  ships  can 
at  all  times  be  built  and  repaired,  entirely  out  of 
the  reach  of  foreign  vessels  in  time  of  war;  and 
steamships  can  be  built  at  Memphis  for  one  half 
the  cost  it  would  require  to  build  them  at  Phila- 
delphia or  New  York. 

Sir,  it  may  be  supposed  that  an  objection  to 
cstablishins;  a  naval  dei.ot  at  Memphis  may  be 
found  in  the  ditKculty  of  supplying  these  steam- 
ships with  seamen.  If  so,  all  fears  on  (hat  point 
may  bo  dismissed;  tlie  Teimissee,  Cumberland, 
and  Ohio  rivers  alone  can  supply,  from  their  steam- 
boats, keelboals,  and  flatboats,  seamen  that  will 
liold  the  moutb  of  the  Mi.ssissippi  secure  against 
the  entire  British  navy,  in  case  of  another  inva- 
sion in  that  quarter.  VVe  shall  then,  sir,  not  have 
need  lo  send  for  seamen  to  Marblehead,Pliiladi'l- 
pliia,or  New  York,  todefend  ourcominerccorour 
country;  and,  great  as  were  the  exploits  of  these 
pallanl  mill  in  the  late  war,  our  boatmen  from  the 
IViinessee,  Ohio,  and  Cumberliuid,  will  rival  them 
for  daring  aad  enterprise  in  the  next  war.  The 
West  will  then  i)e  pie|)ared  lo  defend  her  com- 
merce and  the  liome*s  of  her  people  by  her  own 
hardy  scuis.  1  would  call  the  attention  of  the 
lIou.se  lo  the  extent  of  tlitit  commerce,  and  its 
rapid  increase.  In  1803  it  was  only  lliirty-foiir 
thousand  bales  of  cotton,  four  thousand  hogstieads 
sugar,  and  two  thousand  hogsheads  tobacco. 
Now,  in  forty  years,  more  than  one  million  four 
hundred  thousand  are  shipped  from  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico.  And,  ill  the  defense  of  the  Gulf  of  Mex- 
ico, we  may  be  told  that  our  easnrn  friends  will 
Bend  us  ships  from  New  York,  Philitdelphia,  or 
Boston.  Sir,  these  ships  may  not  be  able  to  reach 
us  in  our  liourof  peril;  and  when  they  shall  come 
to  our  relief,  on  the  first  damage  reciivcd  from 
'.he  fire  of  an  enemy,  or  from  the  rough  coast  or 
weather,  by  ripping  oft'  a  plank,  they  will  have 
to  return  two  thousand  miles  to  refit  and  repair. 


Establish,  then,  a  naval  depot  and  yard  at  Mem- 
phis,and  fi>riify  the  cnlran'-eto  tlieGnlf  of  Mex- 
ico at  Key  West,  or  some  other  point  where  ships 
of  the  largest  class  can  ride  safely  at  all  times,  and 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico — the  Mediterranean  of  the 
New  World — and  its  commerce  can  always  be 
easily  and  fully  protected ;  and  if  the  British  Gov- 
ernment, with  all  her  pride  and  strength,  shall 
dare  to  pns.sess  herself  of  Cuba  or  Texas,  to  con- 
trol the  policy  of  this  nation  or.our  domestic  insti- 
tutions, lake  my  word  for  it  that  these  western 
■eamen  will  teach  her  effectually  again,  as  they 
once  did  at  New  Orleans,  that  she  am,  like  other 
nations,  prosper  iiiosl  by  attending  to  her  own 
affairs. 

The  committee  rose  and  reported  progress  on 
the  Navy  bill,  and  action  the  Post  Office  1)ill. 

After  some  discus.siou  on  a  point  of  order,  the 
House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
TuESD.tY,Jl/a!/ai,  1844. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  communication  from  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment upon  the  subject  of  Colt's  submarine  bat- 
tery; and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs. 

PETITIONS^  ETC. 

Mr.  CHOATE  presented  a  memorial  from  cit- 
izens of  Yates  county,  New  York,  and  a  memo- 
rial from  Newburyport,  Massacliusctts,  recom- 
mending the  creation  of  some  power  for  the 
settlement  of  international  disputes  without  a 
resort  to  war;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  b  memorial  very 
numerously  signed,  from  citizens  of  Baltimore, 
urging  upon  Congress  the  passage  of  a  law  fi.xing 
one  (lay  throughout  the  United  States  for  the 
election  of  l^resideni  and  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  that  commiitec  having 
charge  of  the  bill  from  the  House  for  that  pur- 
pose. 


3E  pr 
1  othc: 


P.  Curran  and  others,  of  the  Slate  of  Illinois,  in 
favor  of  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  Union, 
and  urging  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  for  that 
object;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

"Mr.  WOODBURY  presented  a  memorial  from 
Hartford,  Connecticut,  prayiii';  for  the  annexa- 
tion of  Texas  to  the  Unitid  States;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  tlip  table. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE presented ii.  remonstrance 
from  the  citizens  of  the  township  of  Blissfield, 
Michigan,  against  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the 
Uniied  Slates;  v/hich  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mitlce  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  RIVES  presented  a  petition  from  the  widow 
of'William  While,  deceased,  a  lieutenant  in  the 
army  of  the  Revolution,  asking  for  a  pension; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions. 

Mr.  IIUGER  presented  a  preamble  and  reso- 
lutions adopted  at  a  public  meeting  of  the  citizens 
of  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  in  favor  of  the 
annexation  of  Texas ,to  the  United  States;  which 
were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  T.'VLLMADGE  presented  a  remonstrance 
of  citizens  of  Ontario  county.  New  York,  against 
the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  Union;  which  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

REPOIITS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTOM,  from  ihe  Committee  on 
Commerce,  reported  back,  without  amendment, 
and  with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass,  the 
bill  from  the  Hou.se  making  appropriation  for  the 
improvement  of  eastern  rivers  anu  harbors. 

Ivlr.  A.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
the  subject  had  been  referred  by  resolution  of  the 
Senate,  reported  a  bill  lo  allow  the  salt  imported 
from  foreign  countries  to  be  landed  on  the  right 
bank  of  the  Mississippi  river,  opposite  the  city 
of  New  Orleans;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
a  second  reading;  read  the  second  time,  consid- 
eretl.as  in  Cominillee  of  the  Whole,  and  ordered 
lo  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  WOODBRlDGE,Jrom  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  reported  back,  without  amendment, 
and  with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass,  the 
bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  making 


appropriations  for  the  improvement  of  the  western 
rivers  and  harbors. 

Mr.  BAGBY,  from  the  Committee  on  Territo- 
ries, reported  back,  willi  amendments,  and  with 
a  recommendation  that  they  do  pass,  bills  from 
the  House  of  the  following  titles: 

A  bill  making  appropriations  for  certain  im- 
provements in  the  Territory  of  Florida; 

A  bill  granting  a  section  of  land  for  the  im- 
provement of  Grant  river,  at  the  town  of  Potosi, 
in  Wisconsin  Territory;  and 

A  bill  making  appropriations  for  certain  im- 
provements in  the  Territory  of  Iowa. 

Mr.  JARNAGIN,  from  the  Committeaon  Pen- 
sions, made  adverse  reports  in  the  cases  of  Fanny 
Massey,  the  widow  of  Henry  Massey,  for  a 
pcnsioniVnd  Bela  Young,  of  New  Hampshire, 
for  an  increase  of  pension;  which  were  ordered 
lo  lie  on  the  table,  and  be  primed. 

Mr.  BAYARU,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  a  biU  providing  for  the  establish- 
ment of  navaT  schools;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs  was  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  oftlie  memorial  of  Samuel 
Colt,  asking  Congress  to  give  him  some  consid- 
eration for  his  invention  of  a  autimarino  battery, 
and  for  the  time  employed  and  exjH'nses  incurred 
in  testing  the  practicability  of  the  same;  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

JULIA  L.  WEED.  , 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TALLMADGE,  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  asking  to  bo 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
petition  of  Julia  L.  Weed,  was  taken  from  the 
table,  where  it  had  been  laid  some  days  since,  in 
consecjuence  of  the  absence  of  the  chairman  of  the 
commtltec. 

Mr.  T.  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  reported 
by  the  committee,  by  adding  "and  that  said  peti- 
tion be  refirrred  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions." 

Mr.  I'EARCE  explained  that  the  «ommittce, 
conceiving  the  rule  of  the  Senate  prohibitory  in 
regard  to  this  petition,  had  simply  asked  to  bo 
discharged  from  its  consideration;  but  it  was  not 
to  be  implied  that  there  was  anything  in  this  ad- 
verse to  ihe  merits  of  the  claim.  The  case  was 
this:  the  peiiiioner  was  the  widow  of  a  quarter- 
master, whose  pay  was  sixty  dollars  a  month. 
By  hnv,  she  was  entitled  to  a  pension  of  half  her 
husband's  pay;  but  this  being  the  first  instance 
of  the  application  of  a  tjudrtermoster's  widow,  the 
Commissioner  of  Pensions  found  no  precedent  for 
rating  the  pension  higherthan  that  of  a  captain  of 
marines,  and  bad  accordingly  allowed  ner  but 
twenty  dollars  a  month,  insteadof  thirty,  which, 
by  law,  she  was  entitled  to.  Her  application  was 
for  payment  of  the  difference.  The  reference  to 
the  Commissioner  of  Pensions  was  with  a  view 
of  enabling  him  to  make  the  necessary  correction. 
The  matter  had  been  referred  to  the  Attorney 
General;  who,  in  a  very  able  and  elaborate  report, 
expressed  a  decided  opinion  in  favor  of  the 
claimant. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  strongly  objected  to  the  res- 
olution, on  the  ground  of  Us  being  a  flagrant  vio- 
lation of  the  standing  rules  of  the  Senate.  The 
matter  had  been  already  referred  to  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Pensions,  who  had  made  his  decision; 
and  the  Senate  subscqnenlly  confirmed  that  de- 
cision. The  Senate's  own  rule  stood  opposed  to 
the  action  of  the  committee  a  second  lime  upon 
the  subject;  and  it  had  accordingly  requested  to 
be  discharged  from  ils  consideration.  But  to  at- 
tach to  the  resolution  of  discharge  a  proviso  that 
the  matter  shouldbe  referred  to  the  Commissioner 
of  Pensions,  would  be  to  invoke  that  officer's 
reversal  of  his  own  decision. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  would  remove  any  objec- 
tion, by  a  modification  of  his  amendment,  by  add- 
ing to  the  words,  '"ond  that  said  petition  be  re- 
ferred to  ihe  Commissioner  of  Pensions,"  the 
words,  "  for  such  action  as  he  may  deem  right 
and  proper  according  to  law  on  the  subject." 

Mr.  PEARCE  hoped  the  rules  of  the  Senate- 
wei-e  not  like  the  laws  of  the  Medcs  and  Persians, 
v/liich  "altcrcth  not,"  but,  v.'hen  opposed  lo  the 
correction  of  error,  were  of  themselves  subject  to 
sust)cnsion  or  revision.  In  case  of  such  pl*iin  and 
palpable  justice  as  this,  it  was  propi-r  that  any 
obstacle  to  the  correction  required  should  be  re- 
moved. 


J'  ^%^  -"^'^  "■'^« 


Mr.  BAYARD  contended  ihat  the  course  sug- 
gested by  tlie  committee  itself  was  the  only  proper 
one.  The  committee  had  expressed  no  adverse 
opinion;  it  merely  nsltcd  to  be  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  petition.  Should 
a  motion  be  made  to  withdraw  the  papers,  with 
tt  view  of  the  party  submitting  them  for  revision 
to  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions,  he  should  cheer- 
fully give  it  his  asssent.  It  would  then  be  in  the 
power  of  the  Commissioner  to  revise  his  decision, 
and  report  the  grounds  on  which  he  did  so.  Wliat 
lie  objected  to  in  regard  to  the  amendment  pro- 

Eosetf  by  the  Senator  from  New  York  was,  ti.dt 
y  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  alone — not  a  joint 
resolution,  but  the  Senate's  own  fiot — authority 
was,  by  a  side  wind,  to  be  imposed  upon  tin; 
Commissioner  of  Pensions  of  revcrsin^liis  decis- 
ion. It  was  either  necessary  or  not  necessary,  in 
order  to  obtain  u  revision  of  the  Commissioner's 
decision,  that  he  should  have  the  authority  of 
Congress.  If  it  was  necessary,  it  could  only  be 
done  by  joint  resolution;  if  it  was  not  neccs.sary, 
the  parly  had  only  to  obtain  leave  to  withdraw 
the  popers,  and  then  they  could  be  referred  to  the 
Commissioner  of  Pensions,  who  could  make  such 
revision  as  justice  demanded. 

Mr.  PHIiLPS  thought  thisa  plain  case,  so  just 
in  itself  that  mere  tcchnicaliiies  should  not  stand 
in  the  way.  There  was  nothing  in  the  principle 
of  the  rule  referred  to  which  could  be  opposed  to 
it.  The  rule  was  to  guard  agaii]st  the  reiteration 
of  applications  on  the  same  grounds,  in  view  of 
vfliicli  they  had  been  before  reji^cled,  but  could 
not  apply  to  ctises  where  an  error  of  the  execu- 
tive omcer  had  been  pointed  out,  and  the  claim- 
ant merely  asked  that  error  to  be  corrected.  The 
appropriule  law  organ  of  the  Government — the 
Attorney  General — had  given  as  his  opinion  that 
the  claim  was  founded  on  a  proper  construction 
of  the  la  A'.  The  Commissioner  of  Pensions  was 
now  of  the  same  opinion;  and  all  that  seemed 
necessary  to  obtain  justice  in  the  matter  was  an 
authoritative  reference  of  the  matter  to  him,  to 
enable  hiiti  to  revise  his  decision. 

Mr.  BAYAUU  further  enforced  liis  view  of  the 
subject,  that  the  only  proper  course  was  either 
to  let  the  dttcr  be  presented  on  a  joint  resolu- 
tion or  CO  adopt  the  committee's  report,  and  let  a 
motion  prevail  allowing  the  party  to  withdraw 
the  papers, and  to  refer  tliem  to  the  Commissioner 
of  Pensions,  by  the  parly's  own  volition. 

Pending  the  discussion  on  this  point, 

Mr.  WALKER  called  for  the  special  order; 

and  the  further  consideration  of  the  report  of  the 

.  Committee  on  Naval  Afi'airs  in  relation  to  Mrs. 

Weed's  petition  was  accordingly  postponed  till 

to-morrow. 

EXECUTIVE  SESSION. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  special  order; 
which  was  to  go  into  executive  session. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuesday,  J»%  21,  1844. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

The  following  is  the  select  committee  on  the  pe- 
tition and  papers  of  J.  \V.  Nye,  assignee  of  Peter 
Bargy,  jr.,  ond  Hugh  Stewart:  Messrs.  Cobb, 
Payne,  Rockwell,  Ljidlack,  Clinton,  Belser, 
SrEruENS,  AIatuews,  and  Clinuman. 

VinCIXlA  CO.NTESTED  ELECTION. 

Mr.  ELMER,  from  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions, asked  leave  to  make  a  report. 

Mr.  WELLEn,at  the  ie(^uest  of  the  Speaker, 
occupied  the  Speaker's  cliair. 

Mr.  ELMER  then  presented  a  report  on  the 
petition  of  John  M.  Bolts,  contesting  the  right  lo 
the  seat  of  John  W.  Jones.  The  report,  which 
is  in  favor  of  the  sitting  member,  was  ordered  to 
lie  upon  the  table,  and  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  SCHENCK,  on  the  part  of  the  minority 
of  the  committee,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
present,  at  a  future  day,  a  minority  report. 

Mr.  McKAY  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules, 
.that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  motion  was  withdrawn,  however,  at  the 
request  of 

Mr.  .ELMER,  who  stated  that  there  was  a 
question  in  relation  to  the  printing  of  the  doc- 
uments which  accompanied  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Elections,  which  he  was  desirous 


of  submitting  to  the  House.  He  was  not  directed 
by  the  committee  to  move  the  printing  of  these 
documents,  which  were  very  voluminous;  but  he 
thought  it  would  be  necessary  to  a  right  under- 
standing of  the  case  by  the  House,  that  they 
should  be  printed;  and  he  would  tliercforc  submit 
the  motion,  and  take  the  sense  of  the  House 
upor)  it. 

Alr.E.  proceeded  lo  state  thatitappenrcd,  from 
the  leporl,  that  Mr.  Jones's  majority  of  the  votes 
given  in  at  the  polls  was  34.  Air.  Bolts,  on  his 
part,  challenged  the  legality  of  287  of  the  votes 
for  Mr.  Jones,  and  Mr.  Jones  challenged  the 
legality  of  440  of  the  votes  for  Mr.  Bolts;  and 
depositions  were  taken  and  submitted  to  the  com- 
mittee, respecting  the  legality  of  said  votes.  The 
committee  rejected  as  bad  from  Mr.  Jones's  votes 
117,  and  from  Mr.  Botts's  votes,  238;  making  a 
balance  of  121  in  favorof  Mr.  Jones;  which,  adifcd 
to  his  original  majority  of  34  votes,  gives  him  a 
majority  of  legal  votes  amounting  to  155.  A 
great  variety  of  documents  had  been  laid  before 
the  commitwe,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  them 
to  decide  upon  the  legality  of  those  votes.  These 
documents  were  now  before  the  House;  and  it 
was  for  the  House  to  determine  whether  they 
should  be  printed  or  not. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  requested  the  gentleman  from 
New  Jersey  to  withdraw  that  motion  for  the  pres- 
ent; and  he  made  thisnqucst  notfrom  any  oppo- 
sition to  the  printing  of  the  documenis.  He  de- 
sired at  the  proper  lime  to  see  the  whole  of  them 
f>rinted;  but  he  had  already  asked  and  obtained 
eavc  to  make  a  minority  report.-and  in  present- 
ing the  views  of  the  minority,  some  furtherexam- 
ination  of  the  evidence  would  be  necessary. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  said,  as  fur  as  he  was  con- 
cerned as  a  member  of  the  committee,  or  a  mem- 
ber of  the  House,  it  was  immaterial  to  him  whether 
these  documents  should  be  printed  or  not;  but  if 
they  were  to  be  printed  at  all,  it  should  be  done 
at  once;  because  if  the  printing  was  ordered  now 
it  could  hardly  be  expected  to  be  done  before  the 
end  of  the  present  session,  and  the  effect  of  the 
postponement  would  be  to  deferall  further  action 
until  another  session. 

After  some  further  observations  from  Messrs. 
ELMER,SCHENCK,  and  CHAPMAN  of  Ala- 
bama, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SCHENCK,  the  motion  to 
print  was  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

CALL  FOn  IKF0BM.1TI0N. 

Mr.  LEVY  asked  permission  to  ofTur  the  fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved,  Tlint  llic  Fresiilent  of  the  United  Slates  he  re- 
qilci^ti'd  10  coiiniiunicatc  to  Ihifi  House  by  what  authority 
and  with  wtml  purpose  a  party  of  Seniitiolc  Iniliuiis  are  now 
in  this  city. 

The  resolution  was  objected  to;  and  as  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rules  for  the  purpose  of  introducing 
It  would  require  two  thirds,  Mr.  LEVYdecUned 
to  press  the  motion. 

NAVAL  APPROPniATIONS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKAY,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  Ihe  Committeeof  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  ihc  Union,  (Mr.  DnoMcooLK  in  the  chair.) 

The  CHAIRMAN  announced  that  the  first 
business  before  the  commiUce  was  the  bill  mak- 
ing appropriations  fojr  the  support  of  the  Navy — 
the  question  being  on  the  amendment  offered  by 
Mr.  C.  JoiiNso.v  to  strike  out  the  appropriation 
for  the  navy-yard  at  Washington. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  moved  to  lay  the  bill  before  the 
committee  aside,  and  take  up  the  bill  extending 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  courts  of  the  United  States 
for  the  Territory  of  Iow»ovcr  the  Oregon  Terri- 
tory. 

"This  motion  was  decided  in  the  negative — ayes 
30,  noes  !)5. 

Mr.  SAMPLE,  who  had  the  door,  observed 
that,  as  a  western  man,  he  was  in  favor  of  the 
establishment  of  a  naval  depot  on  the  western 
waters;  but  he  was  not  for  doing  so  by  breaking 
up  one  at  another  place.  He  thought  it  bad  pol- 
icy to  seek  to  build  up  a  naval  depot  in  the  West 
by  destroying  one  in  the  East;  and,  so  far  from 
its  aiding  the  attempt,  it  would  operate  to  defeat 
the  measure. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  asked  leave  to  explain,  and 
said  that  such  was  not  his  object.  As  his  amend- 
ment was  misunderstood,  he  would  withdraw  it, 
if  thegentlrniiin  would  give  way  for  that  purpose. 

Ml-  SAMl'LE  said  be  wished  to  moke  a  few 


more  remarks  before  the  motion  was  withdrawn, 
Mr.  S.  then  addressed  the  committee  for  a  short 
space  in  detailing  the  advantages  of  a  naval  depot 
in  the  wesinrn  waters. 

Mr.  ASHE  observed  that  he  was  nbaeni,  from 
indisposition,  yesterday,  when  his  colleague  in- 
troduced his  amendment.  He  was  equally  inter- 
ested with  his  colleague  in  gelling  a  naval  depot 
on  the  western  waters;  but  heditf  nolapproveof 
the  deslruetion  of  one  establishment  of  that  kind, 
in  the  easlern  section  of  the  Union,  for  the  par- 
pose  of  gelling  another  established  in  the  West. 

He  then  entered  into  a  long  argument,  to  shov 
the  justice  and  propri.ly  of  establishing  a  naul 
yard  and  depot  at  some  point  on  the  MissiHippi 
river.  He  staled  the  extent  of  the  navigabte 
streams  of  the  West  thai  emptied  ihemsrlvt^s  into 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico)  and  showed  how  Tssdjr 
greater  was  the  coast  watered  by  western  streanii 
than  that  of  the  Atlantic  States.  Hecnumeraled 
their  steamboats  that  navigate  Ihe  western  waten; 
he  spoke  of  their  population;  he  pointed  oat  the 
magnitude  of  their  commerce,  and  remin3ed  the 
committee  that  its  only  outlet  from  the  Gulfof 
Mexico  was  the  Florida  straits.  He  showed  how 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico  was  surrounded  by  the  pow- 
erful naval  forces  of  foreign  Powers,  whose  ves- 
sels were  ever  within  a  few  hours'  sail  of  depou 
and  harbors,  wherein  they  could  refit  and  repair, 
while  our  shipping  was  exposed,  without  a  place 
of  refuge  and  repair  nearer  than  the  navy-yard  at 
Norfolk.  The  Allautic  coast,  from  Norfolk  to 
Maine,  had  six  well-appointed  naval  stations, 
where  munitions  of  war  abound;  while  the  west 
ern  waters  were  left  defenseless  and  disregarded. 
He  showed  that  the  West  abounded  in  all  the 
maleriel  and  personrul  for  the  construction  of  a 
powerful  navy;  and  contended  that  it  was  due  to 
the  western  States  that  a  naval  station  should  be 
established  at  Memphis,  or  some  other  point  oa 
the  Mississippi  river. 

Ill  conclusion,  he  would  say  that  he  entertained 
no  doubt  of  the  pasiiage  of  a  bill  having  for  iti 
object  the  location  of  a  navy-yard  and  naval  depot 
somewhere  in  the  West.  He  had  too  much  con- 
fidence in  the  magnanimity  and  good  sense  of  this 
House  to  doubt  it  for  a  moment. 

Mr.  HAMMETT  say!  he  agreed  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee  in  the  general  scope  ol 
his  remarks;  and  he  felt  confident  that  the  pre- 
vailing feeling  of  this  House  was  to  do  full  justice 
to  the  West.  But  in  his  opinion  this  subject  was 
not  now  properly  before  the  committee.  There 
was  a  bill  now  upon  Ihe  table,  which  had  come 
from  another  branch  of  this  Capitol,  proposiiic 
the  accomplishment  of  this  object.  This  biij 
would  before  long  be  taken  up,  and  then  this  dis- 
cussion would  more  properly  arise.  As  to  the 
propositionof  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  that 
the  navy-yurd  at  this  place  should  be  abolished, 
he  could  not  give  it  his  assent.  Nor  could  he 
consent  thai  any  navy-yard  should  be  aboiiafaed, 
because  he  did  not  believe  that  there  were  loo 
many  in  existence.  He  trusted  this  discunion 
would  cease  for  tlie  presenl;  and  if  his  frieod 
from  Tennessee  would  consent  to  withdraw  his 
proposition,  he  would  relinquish  to  him  the  floor 
for  that  purpose.  • 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  said  that,  in  offering  the 
amendment  to  strike  out  ihe  appropriation  for 
the  navy-yard  at  Washington, hedesiffned  simnlv 
to  present  the  question  as  to  ihe  usefii! 
cessity  of  llic  navy-yard  in  thit  ciiy- 
bcing  one,  the  largest  in  the  United  Stai 
folk,  at  the  mouth  of  this  river.  He  had  always 
regarded  the  yard  here  as  a  useless  appendage  to 
the  Navy, and  yesterday  assigned,  as  a  reason  for 
it,  that  the  money  thus  saved  to  the  country 
would  be  more  readily  applied  lo  the  establish- 
ment  of  a  naval  depot  on  the  western  watecs.  H» 
had  not  expected  or  designed  lo  get  up  a  debais 
on  the  bill  for  the  esuiblishment  of  a  naval  depot 
at  Memphis.  He  did  not,  however,  n-gret  his 
motion,  since  it  had  the  effect  of  drawing  from 
his  friend  and  colleague  [Mr.  .Ashe]  such  an  able 
defense  of  the  proiMjsed  establishment  at  Mem- 
phis, which  he  ond  his  colleagues  had  so  much 
at  heart.  He  would  not  dul>aie  that  qucsiun 
now.  When  the  bill  from  the  Senate  shooM  be 
before  the  House,  he  might  then  express  hi* 
views 

The  appropriation  bill  now  before  the  Hoo»B 
was  an  iinporlani  one,  requiring  further  amend- 
ment, and  ought  ,JOt  to  be  delayed  by  tbeduca»- 
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Bion  now  going  on;  nnd  ihcrcfore  ho  would  willi- 
driiw  his  umonilment,  so  bs  lo  go  on  in  ihe  exam- 
ination of  ihc  picoent  bill,  nnd  not  because  he 
thought  the  navy-yard  at  Washington  should  be 
continued;  and  rurthci',thc  motion  to  discontinue 
on  establishment  would  be  mure  proper  in  another 
form,  and  he  should  lake  an  opportunity  of  pre- 
Bentin|;  this  question  lo  the  consideration  of  a 
commitlcu,  and  try  nnd  gclabill  for  that  purpose; 
and  in  that  form  his  prosiiicts  of  success  would 
be  increased.  MeconcKided  by  withdrawing  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  HUNT,  of  New  YorkjOlTeredlho  follow- 
ing amendment: 

Prori'lcit,  That  no  mnrp  ih.iii  one  hilf  of  the  moneys  ap- 
propriated iiy  (lii-  act  .■iliall  be  expeii(h*(l  In  the  naval  eve- 
viei!,  or  drawn  Iron)  the  Tri'n^ury,  previous  lo  the  Ul  day 
nl'January,  JtMj,  exceplins  tlie  sinus  appropriated  I'ur  iui- 
provt-nients  and  the  neeessary  repairs  oruavy  yards. 

Air.  H.  Buid,  in  the  observations  which  he  had 
to  submit,  he  intended  to  confine  himself  princi- 
pally to  the  considerations  whieli  impelled  him 
lo  olTer  this  amendment.  The  hill  conUiiiied  ap- 
propriations of  five  or  si.x  million  dollars  fur  the 
naval  service,  extending  from  the  30th  of  June, 
this  year,  until  the  Ist  day  of  July,  1845;  placing 
Ql  the  disposal  of  the  President  this  large  sum,  to 
be  available,  not  to  the  end  of  the  next  session  of 
Congress  merely,  but  for  three  or  four  months 
afterwards.  This,  he  ihmiglit,  was  an  improper 
trust,  in  view  of  the  recent  action  of  the  chief 
executive  ollicer  of  this  Governinent.  The  fact 
had  been  discloFed,  that  ilic  E.xccutive,  without 
the  knowledge  or  consent  of  Cungresa,' had  as- 
sumed to  him.self  the  power  of  entering  upon  a 
warlike  moveitir'nt  against  a  friendly  Power.  He 
thought  it  would  be  more  proper  for  the  House, 
instead  of  placing  new  funds  in  the  hands  of  the 
Executive,  to  enable  him  lo  consummate  and 
complete  the  outrage  which  he  had  eommenced, 
to  express  its  decided  disapprobation  of  the  act. 

It  was  not  his  purpose  to  enter  into  the  general 
discussion  of  the  important  question  which  was 
now  ergnging  the  attention  of  the  other  branch 
of  Congress.  He  felt  constrained,  however,  to 
notice  one  or  two  assertions  of  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  (.Mr.  Holmes]  yesterday.  The 
centlemhn  had  as.seried  that  the  annexation  of 
Texas  was  nece.ssary  for  the  defense  of  the  South. 
This  he  di.-'Sented  from  altogether.  He  was  not 
willing  to  admit  that  this  country  required  any 
extraneous  aid  for  her  defense  against  any  and 
all  of  her  enemies.  Mr.  H.  commented  at  some 
length  upon  this  point,  and  concluded  by  reiter- 
ating his  disapprobalion  of  the  proposal  to  place 
in  the  hands  ol  ilic  Kxecutive  so  large  a  sum  to 
be  disposed  of  at  his  discretion. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  regretted  to  trouble  the  House 
■with  any  remarks  o(  his  after  being  hurnssed  wilh 
a  tedious  debute;  but  he  could  not  keep  his  seat 
ill  justice  lo  those  who  sent  him  here,  and  to  the 
country  ivliich  he  loved  better  than  his  own  soul, 
and  hearwitlioulreply  propositions  so  monstrous 
as  had  been  advanced  ihisinorjiing.  Ifasiranser 
had  happened  to  come  into  the  Hall  this  morning 
he  would  be  apt  to  think  that  they  were  di.scuss- 
ing  the  propriety  of  a  war  wilh  Mexico,  or  dis- 
cussing the  propriety  of  the  treaty  lately  con- 
cluded with  Texas,  instead  of  a  proposition  to 
put  down  the  navy-yard  at  Wqshinglon.  The 
gentleman  from  New  York  last  up  had  offered  an 
amendment  to  prevent  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates  from  exercising  authority  which  had  al- 
ways been  exercised  by  his  predecessors — that  of 
disbursing  the  public  money  after  it  had  been 
appropriated  by  Congress.  He  asked  wherefore 
the  suspicion  that  this  amendment  attempted  to 
cast  on  the  Executive  ?  What  had  he  clone  to 
authorize  the  suspicion  which  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  entertained  and  endeavored  to  excite 
— that  he  did  not  intend  honestly  to  perform  the 
duties  required  of  him;  but  that  he  intended  to 
involve  the  country  in  a  war,  which  was  lo  term- 
iriale  in  a  disruption  of  the  Union  ?  The  propo- 
sition of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr. 
Hunt]  was  to  prevent  the  Executive  from  using 
"be  funds  appropriated  for  ihe  Navy  Department 
ntil  ihe  year  1845.  Was  it  intended  to  with- 
hold the  use  of  the  public  money  until  another 
great  captain  shall  come  into  the  presidential 
chair?  Was  it  intended  thai  the  Executive,  no 
matter  what  the  necessities  of  the  country  might 
•>e,  should  not  expend  the  public  money  aftcrits 
"ippropriation  by  Congress  for  the  uses  of  the 


Government;  nnd  that  it  should  be  kept  in  the 
Treasury  until  a  certain  great  man  from  Ken- 
tucky may,  by  possibility,  fill  the  Executive 
chair.' 

Mr.  HUNT,  of  New  York,  asked  leave  to 
explain.  He  thought  there  was  pood  lenson  to 
believe,  from  what  he  saw,  that  ihe  Executive 
intended  lo  involve  the  country  in  n  war. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  did  not  doubt  that  the  gen- 
tleman thonghl  so,  nnd  he  had  no  doubt  that  some 
gentlemen  thought  that  it  would  be  better  we 
should  have  "war,  pestilence,  and  famine," 
rather  than  that  the  present  Executive  should  be 
continued  in  olHce.  It  was  not  his  province  lo 
defend  the  Executive;  but  though  he  had  no  hand 
in  placing  him  where  he  was,  he  would  defend 
him  when  he  was  unjnslly  assaili^d  by  ihosie  who 
did  put  him  there.  Yes,  gentlemen  who  had  be- 
fore lauded  Mr.  Tyler  to  the  skies  as  the  best 
and  greniest  of  men,  nnd  who  designated  him  as 
honest  John  '^yler,  until  the  Veto  power  was 
brought  to  bear  on  their  favorite  measure,  now 
denounced  him,  because  he  had  carried  out  those 
political  principles  which  he  hud  so  often  stood 
up  in  support  of  on  this  floor,  and  for  which  he 
had  battled  wilh  his  enemies  during  his  whole 
life.  For  this  he  was  denounced  by  the  Whig 
parly;  and  the  gentleman  from  New  York  was 
even  unwilling  lo  Imst  him  wilh  the  ex|)enditiire 
of  the  public  money.  He  had  heard  a  good  deal 
since  he  came  here  of  Executive  influence  and 
Executive  dictation;  but  he  had  never  seen  any 
disposition  on  ihe  part  of  the  Executive  either  to 
interfere  with  oi*  influence  the  members  of  this 
House  in  the  exercise  of  their  legislative  func- 
tions. 

He  would  not  now  stop  lo  discuss  Ihe  question 
of  the  annexation  of  Texas,  which  was  more 
properly  the  snbject  of  disrassion  in  the  other 
body;  but  if  the  subject  should  properly  rome 
up,ne  would  support  the  measure;  nnd,  in  doing 
so,  would  fulfill  the  ardent  wishes  of  those  he 
represented.  But  lo  return  to  the  nmendment. 
Suppose  the  appropriations  should  be  withheld 
until  the  year  1845:  might  not  other  questions 
arise  independent  of  Texas?  and  mighl  not  the 
public  service  suffer  from  Ihe  inability  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive lo  employ  the  naval  forces  of  the  United 
States?  Our  ships  mighl  be  seized  on  the  ocean, 
or  our  towns  be  plundered,  and  yet  the  Execu- 
tive unable,  in  consequence  of  this  amendment, 
lo  employ  the  force  of  the  Government  in  repel- 
ling aggression.  He  was  not  prepared  lo  say  that 
the  Executive,  in  sending  a  imvnl  and  military 
force  to  protect  Texas,  if  assailed,  had  acted  im- 
properly. The  President  had  the  right,  not  lo 
declare  war,  but  he  had  the  right  so  lo  dispose  of 
the  Navy  and  Army  of  the  United  Stales  as  to 
guard  against  attacks  of  a  foreign  foe.  He  was 
not  willing  to  pass  any  censure  on  the  President 
for  this  act;  but  was  for  leaving  to  him,  as  to 
other  Presidents,  the  power  of  disbursing  the 
public  money  for  the  public  service  on  his  own 
responsibility.  Mr.  A.,  in  conclusion,  passed  a 
very  warm  eulogium  on  the  officers  of  the  Navy. 

Mr.  OWEN  next  obtained  the  floor,  and  said 
he  desired  to  say  a  few  words  on  the  subject 
which  had  been  brought  into  this  debate" — thenn- 
nexalion  of  Texas;  which  has  certainly  a  bearing 
on  ths  bill  now  before  the  committee.  Upon  thai 
subject  ihey  had  a  great  variety  of  opinions. 
From  the  quiet  Hermitage  they  heard  the  voice 
of  patriotism  proclaiming  this  lo  be  the  golden 
moment  for  the  reannexalion  of  Ti:xns  lo  this 
Union,  which  he  read  as  a  letter  received  recently 
from  General  Jackson.  He  also  quoted  opinions 
formerly  pronounced  by  Mr.  Clay  in  favor  of 
annexation,  and  editorial  articles  published  in  the 
National  Intelligencer  on  the  same  subject.  He 
also  read  ihc  third  article  of  the  treaty  by  which 
Texas,  as  a  part  of  Louisiana,  became  annexed 
lo  this  Union,  and  recdlnmended  it  lo  the  atten- 
tion of  genllcmeii  who  occasionally  spoke  so 
loudly  of  the  solemn  obligation  of  treaty  con- 
tracts. 

Mr.  MOKSE  said  it  was  not  his  design  to  fol- 
low the  example  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana, 
in  discussing  the  question  of  the  annexation  of 
Texas.  His  only  object  in  rising  was  lo  bring 
back  the  House  to  the  single  point  presented  -by 
the  amendraentof  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
[Mr.  Hunt.]  That  amendment  did  not  seem  to 
him  10  be  so  very  extraordinary  as  it  did  to  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Atcinsok.]  That 


gentleman  avowed  his  astonishment  that  such  an 
amendment  should  have  been  offered,  nnd  ex- 
expressed  his  indignation  at  it  in  the  strongest 
terms.  Now,  it  had  struck  him  with  surprise, 
and  he  felt  no  little  indignation  thalsuch  remarks 
aa  had  fallen  from  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
should  have  been  sufl'ered  to  pass  without  rebuke. 
The  President  had  taken  it  upon  himself  to  send 
a  pnrt  of  the  navy  of  the  United  Slates  on  a  for- 
eign -■iejvice,  not  lo  protect  our  commerce,  hut  to 
watch  the  movements  of  Mexico — lo  sec  what 
she  proposes  lo  do  in  regard  to  her  revolted  col- 
ony of  Texas.  The  President  hnssentn  portion 
of  ihe  army,  too,  when  the  sickly  season  was 
coming  on,  to  consult  with  the  I'resident'of  Tex- 
as. He  asked  if  this  was  to  be  sanctioned  by 
the  nation.  What  was  it  for?  Was.  it  for  the 
good  of  the  nation?  And  yet  we  (said  he)  are  to 
sit  lamely  here  nnd  witness  this  executive  usurp- 
ation without  rebuking  it,  or  else  hnviig  the'  re- 
buke frowned  down  by  the  gentlemnn  from  Vir- 
ginia. He henrdwithgrent pleasure  thegentleman 
i'rnm  New  Hampshire  [Mr.  Hale]  express  his 
indignation  at  this  executive  encroachment;  nnd 
his  only  regret  was  that  thegentleman  had  not 
spoken  out  more  boldly. 

Mexico  had  told  us  openly,  that  if  we  annexed 
Texas  lo  the  United  Stales,  she  would  consider 
the  act  as  cause  of  war;  yet,  with  a  full  knowl- 
edge of  this  fact,  the  Executive  had  not  only 
made  a  Irenly  for  the  nnnexniion  of  Texns,  but 
had  sent  an  armed  force  to  support  it.  If  (snid 
Mr.  M.)  we  are  lo  sit  ciuiel  under  this  executive 
n.surpation,  the  lime  will  come  when  the  Execu- 
tive will  be  all  in  all,  and  Congress  will  only  have 
to  say  yea  to  nil  he  does.  The  gentleman  from 
Virginia  said  that  ilie  Executive  was  only  carry- 
ing out  the  principles  he  bad  often  supported  on 
this  floor.  He  did  not  know  what  he  had  de- 
clared on  this  floor;  but  if  he  had  ever  advocated 
such  doctrines  as  he  was  now  carrying  out,  he 
was  astonished  that  any  mnn  could  raise  his  voice 
in  his  favor.  We  have  been  told  that  tire  Presi- 
dent has  never  tampered  wilh  members  of  this 
House;  but  what  was  he  doing  all  over  the  coun- 
try buisendingoulhis  agents,  gelling  up  conven- 
tions lo  make  himself  President?  Mr.  M.  con- 
cluded with  some  comments  on  the  message  and 
documents  in  relation  to  the  annexation  of  Texas. 

Mr.  BELSER  observed  that  he  rose  on  this 
occasion  lo  discuss  the  merits  of ■  the  question; 
for  he  was  satisfied, upon  reading  the  amendment, 
that  its  object  was  to  strike  at  whatever  appro- 
priation might  he  necessary  lo  carry  into  execu- 
tion the  treaty  of  Texas.  He  would  read  it  for 
the  information  of  the  House.  Mr.  B.  then  read 
it,  as  follows: 

Prorided,  That  no  more  than  one  half  of  the  moneys  ap- 
pniprlaled  hy  UiN  act  .shall  be  eipenrled  In  Ihc  naval  ser- 
vice, or  drawn  from  *he  Treasury,  previous  lo  llie  Ist  day 
of  January,  ld4.i,  exccplliiK  Ihe  funis  appropriated  for  im- 
provciitcnts  and  necessary  re|iairs  iif  navy-yards. 

Now,  he  was  as  much  opposed  to  an  improper 
discussion  on  that  floor  as  any  member  williin 
the  hearing  of  his  voice;  but  he  had  no  doubt  that 
the  gentleman,  in  this  amendment,  intended  lo 
strike  at  the  treaty,  and  therefore  he  fell  himself 
called  on  to  mnke  some  remarks  on  the  subject. 
Though  Ihe  President  of  the  United  States  had 
been  introduced  into  the  debate,  nnd  though  the 
gentleman  from  Maine  [Mr.  Mobse]  might  have 
been  astonished  at  any  gentleman  defending  him, 
yet  he  would  tell  the  gentleman  that  when  iho 
history  of  the  President  came  to  be  written  oul, 
and  Ins  acts  calmly  and  impartially  revijicd  by 
posterity,  judgment  would  be  pronounced  in  his 
favor.  In  regard  lo  the  Secretary  of  State,  whom 
the  gentlemnn  spoke  of  as  ihe  President's  Secre- 
tary, he  would  tell  the  gentleman  ihai  the  Secre- 
tary was  above  his  censure.  His  country  had 
fixed  his  character,  and  the  world  could  not  de- 
prive him  of  it.  The  public  .services  of  Ihe  Secre- 
tary of  Slate  bad  entitled  him  to  a  place  in  the 
temple  of  fame;  nnd  he  would  tell  llie  gentleman 
from  Maine  that  his  doiiuncialions  could  not 
reach  him.  He  had  staled  that  tin.'  direct  object 
of  the  amendment  was  lo  defeat  the  aiipropriuiion 
by  which  this  treaty  was  probably  lo  besustaincd; 
and  though  they  had  been  referred,  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania,  lo  the  able  speech  of  an 
iionorable  Senator  which  appeared  in  this  morn- 
ing's Globe,  yet  acknowledging  the  ability  of  that 
speech,  he  was  fully  satisfied  thai  the  coiintry 
would  not  sustain  the  ])osiiiuns  assumed  in  it, 
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becnusp  there  wns  no  nuthority  in  the  Inw.i  of 
iintioiis  to  support  ilicni.  He  cured  not  whether 
llie  territory  embroeetl  in  ihn  Irenty  of  annexa- 
tion wns  Rrcatrrnow  tlian  when  Texas  wns  ceiled 
to  Spain  or  not.  Tlie  qneslion  was,  had  Mexico 
lieen  aMe  to  support  and  maintain  it  by  herarms  • 
Had  Texas  the  right  to  give  it  away,  and  had 
this  Government  the  ri^hi  to  receive  it? 

After  rec^p'.tuhiiing  the  various  parties  on  this 
questionof  aniiexition,  he  gave  a  ritpid  historical 
Rketch  of  Texas,  her  coiniectitm  with  Mexico,  her 
settlement,  aitd  the  inducirnients  which  led  to  it, 
and  the  suhsiquent  treacheries  and  butcheries, 
which  resulted  in  Texan  independence,  and  its 
tveo^nitlon  by  the  United  Stales  and  several  Euro- 
pr;nn  powers. 

He  nextexamined  the  doctrines  of  povcmmenl 
i/e^iic/onndi/e  jure,  and  contended  ihaiTexas  was 
independent  both  defuclotun\  tU  jure ,  txini  that,  by 
the  law  of  nalioji.'i,  .she  hail  tin'  ri'^ht  to  make  the 
tre.ity  of  ainvxalioii  to  the  Uniti  d  States. 

He  next  examined  the  ipiestioii  of  title  by  right 
of  coinjueKt;ahil,inthis  vii-w,lieearfil  not  whether 
additional  territory  had  been  added  to  Ti'Xas  since 
her  cession  to  Spain  by  these  United  Slates.  He 
Biiiitained  his  posiiion  by  <]Uoiation8  fi-oni  V'altel; 
and  nmintaihed  that,  by  conquest,  Texas  was 
Ciitilled  to  all  the  territory  she  proposed  to  bring 
within  this  Union,  lie  likewise  quoted  the  doc- 
trines of  Vattel  on  the  rights  nf  nations,  basi:il  on 
tlic  principle  of  self-preservation;  and  then  pro- 
ceeded to  give  some  reasoiiiwwhy  this  Government 
should  immediatidy  aiine.x  Te.xas  to  the  United 
States,  referring  to  the  Edinburgh  Review,  to  the 
correspondence  of  Lord  Abirdeen,  &e.,  to  show 
the  designs  of  England  ou  the  institution  of  sla- 
very. 

His  time  did  not  perniit  him  to  examine  all  ihc 
ndvanla^ea  which  would  arise  to  this  country  from 
annexation.  He  did  not  mean  tn  assert  that  it 
M'ould  advantage  the  Smith.  On  the  contrary,  if 
they  rested  this  qiiesiion  upon  a  sordid  calcula- 
tion of  self-interest,  they  could  never  consent  to 
the  measure;  but  ihey  took  a  wider  or  more  ex- 
tended view,  and  regardi^d  llie  question  as  one  of 
national  iioiior  iitid  independence  when  arrayed 
against  IJritish  aggression.  He  held  the  doctrine 
that  there  was  no  honest  man  ill  the  Union  who 
would  be  unwilling  to  protect  each  and  every  por- 
tion of  the  Union  in  the  enjoyment  of  its  rights. 
And  if  it  be  neces.Hary  to  acquire  Texas  to  pre- 
vent a  non-slaveiioldiiig  country  from  being  erected 
upon  our  borders,  each  and  every  individual  wns 
bound  by  the  guarantee  given  by  the  framers  of 
the  Constitution  to  aid  and  assist. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  asked  the  gentleman  to  per- 
mit him  to  inquire  whence  he  derived  that  doc- 
trine, or  where  lie  found  the  guarantee  he  spoke 
of? 

Mr.  BELSER  said  it  was  to.bc  found  in  com- 
mon sense,  common  justice, and  in  the  Constitu- 
tion itself  It  was  the  intenst  of  all  classes — com- 
mercial, agricultural,  and  manufacturing,  that 
Texa."*  should  be  annexed  to  this  country;  and 
they  are  beginning  to  understand  their  true  inter- 
est; and  it  v/ould  be  set  forth  in  tones  of  thunder 
before  the  question  wns  fiimlly  disposed  of.  Pol- 
iticians might  try  to  stifle  that  voice;  but  it  would 
be  like  tossing  straws  against  the  wind.  Wc 
claim  a  proud  distinction  over  other  countries, 
because  we  claim  to  be  a  Government  of  freedom 
— a  Government  under  which  every  man  may 
enjoy  his  own  opinion.  Ought  they,  under  such 
circumstances,  to  admit  Te.xas  into  this  Union,  or 
not?  He  thought  the  answer  was  too  plain  and 
palpable  to  require  argument.  Supposie  Mexico 
should  choose  to  go  to  war:  the  responsibility 
would  rest  with  her.  He  looked  forward  to  the 
day  when  he  should  see  the  stars  and  strrpi'S  under 
which  our  forefathers  marched  forward  to  vic- 
tory, waving  over  California,  Oregon, and  Texas. 

Mr.  GIDDINGSobtained  the  floor, and  moved 
that  the  comiuiitee  rise. 

The  motion  was  negatived  on  a  division — aves 
53,  noes  60. 

Mr.  GIDDi;VGS  then  proceeded  to  address  the 
committee.  His  object  was  to  place  the  question 
upon  its  true  footing:  to  recall  the  attention  of 
gentlemen  to  the  true  issue  in  reference  to  this 
question  of  annexation.  Tlje  issue  was  officially 
recorded  in  the  archives  of  this  country, and  would 
go  down  to  posterity;  it  was  now  too  Inic  to  change 
that  i.ssue.  The  true  issue  was  between  the  con- 
tinuation of  slavery  and  perpetuation  of  that  abom- 


inable traflic,  the  slavi'  iLiule,  ami  Ih'  p  sloration 
of  freedom.  Gentlemen  might  attempt  to  make 
the  issue  as  they  would,  they  could  not  escape 
'from  it;  and  he  called  on  gentlemen  to  stand  up 
to  the  qiustion  on  its  true  merits. 

The  increase  of  population  in  the  North  was 
giving  the  North  a  preponderance  over  iheSoulli. 
The  balance  of  power  was  about  being  changed; 
and  ho  appealed  to  gentlemen  of  the  northern  and 
eastern  States  to  say  whether  they  were  prepared 
to  surrender  those  interests  for  which  they  had 
so  long  contended.  Were  they  prepared  to  place 
tipon  their  constituents  the  burden  of  the  pay- 
ment of  Texan  debts?  Would  gentlemen  return 
to  their  eonstiliientsand  say,  give  us  the  funds  tn 
pay  the  debts  of  fugitive  criminals  in  Texas?  [A 
iangli.l 

He  (lid  not  believe  that  his  Democratic  friends 
would  dan;  to  return  to  their  constituents  and  ask 
them  for  the  money  to  pay  the  debts  of  the  fugi- 
tives in  Texas.''  If  they  did,  the  Whigs  would 
beat  them  in  every  election.  He  did  not  believe, 
however,  that  they  would.  .One  object  of  the  an- 
nexation was  to  fight  the  battles  of"  Texas.  Let 
his  Democratic  friend.s  say  to  their  constituents, 
"  it  is  your  duty  to  march  up  n/id  fight  the  battles 
of  Texas  for  the  purpose  of  perpetuating  slavery, 
as  Mr.  Calhoun  avows:"  and  what  will  be  their 
answer?  Another  object  of  Ihc  onnexntion  was 
to  give  a  political  preponderance  to  the  slavehold- 
ing  Slates  over  the  free  States  of  the  North,  by 
which  they  would  ride  triumphant  over  all  the 
prominent  interests  of  the  North.  There  was  an- 
other subject  ho  woiifil  call  to  ^he  notice  of  his 
northern  friends;  and  that  was,  the  annexation  of 
Texas  would  give  to  the  slaveholders  of  that  coun- 
try an  interest  in  the  election  of  President  com- 
mensurate with  their  detestation  of  human  rights; 
that  is,  each  man  that  has  five  slaves  will  have  as 
many  voices  in  the  election  of  President  as  four 
northern  freemen.  He  would  soy,  therefore,  thai 
any  northern  freeman  who  would  vote  for  the  an- 
nexation of  Te.xas  would  place  himself  on  a  level 
with  the  slaves  of  that  country.  Mr.  G.  contended 
that  the  Constitution  gave  no  power  to  the  Gov- 
eninient  to  annex  a  foreign  territory  to  the  Union. 
Those  who  framed  the  Constiiiilion  never  gave  to 
any  body  the  power  to  trnnsf'r  the  freemen  of 
New  England  to  the  control  of  Texan  slavehold- 
ers. The  people  of  New  England  were  not  to  be 
sold  like  slaves  in  the  market.  He  found,  in  the 
remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Alabama,  [Mr. 
Belser,]  an  assertion  that  there  was  a  guarantee 
in  the  Constitution  to  protect  the  slave  property 
of  the  South.  This  he  denied ;  and  he  called  upon 
the  gentleman  to  point  it  out  to  him.  He  would 
yjeld  him  the  floor  for  that  purpose.  The  gentle- 
man did  not  answer;  and  lie  therefore  asserted 
that  there  was  no  such  guarantee.  If  any  other 
gentleman  from  the  South  could  point  out  such  a 
guarantee,  he  would  be  glad  if  he  would  do  it. 

Mr.  CAUSIN  said  Jie  would  answer  tlie  gen- 
tleman. He  maintained  that  tliere  was  such  a 
guarantee  in  the  Constitution .  Property  in  slaves 
was  recognized  in  the  Constitution,  and  also  by 
the  laws  of  the  several  States;  and  the  General 
Government  was  bound  to  protect  all  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States  in  the  right  to  their  prop- 
erty. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  said  he  would  ask  the  gentle- 
man to  tell  him  where  this  was  to  be  found. 

Mr.  CAUSIN  said  the  guarantee  was  to  be  found 
in  the  clause  of  the  Constitution  providing  for  the 
recapture  of  fugitive  slaves. 

Mr.  Gl  DDl  NGS  denied  that  the  clause  referred 
to  by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  gave  any  such 
guarantee.  He  contended  that  the  Constitution 
nowhere  spoke  of  slaves  as  property;  but  that  it 
carefully  refrained  from  speaKing  of  them  as  such, 
!ind  only  spoke  of  them  .".a  "  persons." 

Mr.  liELSERsaid  lie  would  ask  the  gentleman 
if  he  intended  to  vote  foi'a  slaveholder  for  Pres- 
ident. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  replied  that  he  would,  if  the 
gentleman  carried  out  the  Constitution  to  its  full- 
est extent,  as  he  believed  he  would.  He  never 
would  make  the  (luestion  of  a  man 's  being  a  slave- 
holder a  test  of  nis  qualifications  for  the  Presi- 
dency. If  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  supposed 
he.  would,  he  had  mistaken  his  man.  This  Gov- 
ernment— and  he  rejoiced  that  it  was  so — was 
placed  in  an  attitude  in  which  it  was  divested  of 
all  connection  with  slavery.  They  could  not 
abolish  slavery  in  Vifgiiiia  without  giving  just 


ground  of  complaint  to  the  citizens  of  that  State, 
nor  could  they  exercise  their  power  to  perpeiunta 
it  in  Texas.  He  regretted  that  he  bad  not  had 
more  time  for  preparation  on  the  subject,  that  he 
might  have  argued  it  more  cogently;  but  he  said 
he  had  fell  called  upon  to  set  some  gentlemen  li,!  t 
on  this  subject,  as  they  appeared  to  be  di.l  - 
the  question  and  avoiding  the  true  issue.  Ha,;.  • 
made  some  further  remarks, 

Mr.  PAYNE  rose  to  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  a  question;  and  said  he  wi.shed  the  report- 
ers to  lake  it  down.  About  two  yeors  ngo,  or 
perhaps  within  a  less  period,  there  was  a  nun 
named  Torrey,  who  brought  a  wagon  and  team 
to  this  District,  and  who  was  deemed  a  negro 
stealer.  Ho  did  steal  some  negroes,  and  wai 
stealing  others;  bnl  they  were  arrested,  Torrey 
making  his  escape,  with  the  loss  of  his  w.i.-.n 
and  learn.  Subsequently,  it  wa.s  said,  a  m'  iii  ■  .- 
on  that  floor  cluimi.'d  that  wagon  and  team  on  ■!  - 
half  of  Torrey;  and  he  now  asked  tlie  gentlcnuui 
from  Ohio  what  interest  he  had  in  the  property 
of  that  negro  stealer? 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  (after  a  pause)  said  he  eonld 
not  receive  anything  on  that  floor  in  the  nature  of 
an  insult. 

Mr.  PAYNE  called  upon  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  to  answer  his  question;  and  remarked,  that 
if  he  would  not,  a  committee  ought  to  be  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  facts. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  said  he  had  been  too  rnadi 
accustomed  to  this  "overseerism." 

Mr.  PAY'NE  said  a  man  that  would  deceive 
I  his  own 'party  could  not  be  made  ashamed  any- 
where. 

The  CHAIRMAN  called  the  gcmlcmas  ui 
order. 

Mr. GIDDINGS  then  declared, in  unequivocal 
terms,  before  God,  that  this  was  the  first  time  he 
had  heard  of  the  circumstance  mentioned  by  the 
gentleman  from  Alabama,  or  that  any  member 
on  that  floor  had  any  connection  with  any  such 
transaction.  H<>  said  he  made  this  explanation, 
not  for  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  but  for  tbe 
House,  and  for  many  gentlemen  there  whom  be 
respected.  He  then  went  on  to  speak  of  the  cor- 
respondence of  the  Secretary  of  State  in  rrlaiioa 
to  the  annexation  of  Texas,  in  which  he  said  the 
free  people  of  this  Union  were  represented  aa  be- 
ing solicitous  for  annexation,  for  the  purpose  of 
maintaining  the  infamous  traflic  in  human  flesh 
and  blood.  Such  a  representation  was  a  base 
sland<.'r  on  the  people  of  the  free  Stales;  and  eren 
in  the  South  there  were  those — and  with  one  he 
had  very  recently  conversed — who  looked  vith 
horror  on  the  extension  of  the  inluiman  traffic. 

Mr.  BURT  desired  to  know  if  the  member  fton 
Ohio  meant  to  say  that  the  Secretary  of  State  had 
done,  or  was  capable  of  doing,  anyiliing  baae, 

Mr.  GIDDINGSexpressed  someaalonishnient 
at  the  question. 

Mr.  BURT,  (with  much  warmth.)  Thatwu 
your  langun«ce,  sir. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS,  (somewhat  cmbarraaacd.) 
This  southern  dialect  I  do  not  understand. 

Mr.  BURT.  Do  you  understand  your  own 
language,  sir? 

The  CHAIRMAN  interposed,  and  called  the 
gentlemen  to  order. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  replied  that  he  had  said  that, 
to  represent  the  people  of  the  free  Slates  as  being 
desirous  to  maintain  the  traflic  in  human  flesh 
and  blood — n  traflic  which  they  had  denounced 
as  piracy — was  a  base  slander.  That  was  itbtl 
he  said,  and  he  knew  well  what  he  said.  He 
still  said  it.  He  said  it,  in  the  name  of  all  tbe 
States  north  of  Mason  and  Dixon's  line,  that  sach 
a  representation  was  a  slander — a  base  slander; 
before  the  whole  civilized  world  he  denied  that 
any  such  feeling  existed  there. 

He  then  proceeded  to  notice  a  refutation  of  an 
error  in  the  sixth  census,  by  a  negro  man  nained 
Smith,  on  which  error  the  Secretary  of  Stale  had 
relied  in  his  correspondence  to  show  that  slavery 
wos  better  than  freedom  for  the  negro  race.  He 
said  that  one  of  the  errors  in  the  census  was  ihs 
return  of  sixty-three  insane  negroes  in  crrtaia 
districts  of  Ohio,  where  no  such  number  of  ne- 
groes of  all  classes  could  be  found.  He  wns 
continuing  to  speak  on  this  subject,  when  thm 
falling  of  the  Chairman's  mallet  announced  ilie 
expiration  of  his  hour. 

Mr  CAUSIN  briefly  addressed  the  committee 
on  lUc  gro  wing  disposition  maiufcslcd  in  the  north- 
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cm  nnd  rastcin  Stalts,  to  disrcfwd  ihcir  consli- 
liuional  obligations  to  llic  South  in  regard  to 
fugitive  slnvcs. 

The  commutcc  then  rose,  nnd  reported  prog- 
ress. 

VIItOINIA  CO.NTKSTED  KI.ECTIOS. 

Mr.  C.  JOUXSON  moved  n  rrroii.-iidemtlon  of 
the  vote  l>y  which  the  House  hnd  po.stponed  to 
Mondny  iM-xl  thi'  ntolion  to  print  the  report  of 
the  Ciitnniitleeof  Elections,  willi  tlieview  of  cnll- 
inj;  it  up  to-morrow. 

After  some  convcr-sation,  the  motion  to  rccon- 
'sider  wns  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

CLOSli  OF  DEDATE. 

Mr.  McKAY  moved  that  all  debate  in  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  stale  of  the  Union  on 
House  bill  No.  6i,  shall  cease  at  two  o'clock  on 
Wednesday,  the  2oih  instant,  (if  the  committee 
shall  not  sooner  come  to  a  conclusion  upon  the 
same;)  and  the  committee  shall  then  proceed  to 
vote  on  such  amendments  as  may  be  pending  or 
olTered  to  tin:  same,  and  shall  then  report  it  to 
the  House,  with  such  amt'ndincnts  as  may  have 
been  uj;reed  to  by  the  committee;  and  called  the 
•previous  question. 

Mr.  MOUlllS  moved  thai  the  ?Iouse  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  lo.sl. 

The  demand  for  the  previous  question  was  sec- 
onded, and  the  main  quisliotf  ordered  to  be  now 
put,  beiti;;  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  SCHENCKdemanded  the  yeasand  nays. 

The  demand  for  the  yeas  and  nays  was  sec- 
onded— ayes  28,  noes  89— taken  by  tellers. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered ;  and  being 
taken,  resulted — yeas  90,  nays  44;  as  follows: 

YKAS—.Mes^r.!.  Anderson,  Arrin^tttn,  Atkinson,  Hnyly, 
Itenlon,  Itiiiinek,  Jtune.s  HhicU.  Itlaekwcll,  Hiiwcr,  llnwlln, 
DrinkerlxifV,  ilr'Kjhead,  Klilliin  Mrown,  Wllllnni  J.  Bmwn, 
Iturke,  linn,  (.'nktivcll,  Jeremiah  E.  Cary,  Slif|ilnTil  (;ary, 
Au;;uiiinit  A.  t.'liapMian,  C<»bb,  (Jiilloin,  Uanivl.  ItielianI  1>. 
Davi:4,  Joliii  W.  IJavis,  Dillinchain,  U()u;;Ias.  Uromxoolc, 
Oiinrnn,  l»nilJ|>,  Eliii'r,  Farle  i.  Fieklin,  ifyrnin  Creen, 
llnnifin,  llaniniflt,  llcrrirk,  lln<>i\  floit^inn.  Iliiltaril, 
Unfiles,  Jnnioii  It.  Hunt,  t.'nvi!  JiilinKnn,  IVeflliin  Kins, 
Kirk|Mlrtek,  l<:il>raiteli<;.  l.eiiuar(l,  Lucas,  l.mnpKin,  Ma- 
elay,  Malliciv.-,  .Mifau.-iin,  McCliTiiaril,  .Met'oninll,  .Mc- 
Kay, Jo.-rplt  M'trri*,  Murphy,  Morri.-*,  rarnienlcr,  I'ayne, 
Kniiry'  •>■  l'"ller.  I'rall,  I'nnly,  Daviil  f>.  HeiiJ,  Kedlu:. 
Kelte,  Itnberls,  Itiiltiniioii,  Itusifcll.  Hi.  Jolin,  'J'liurnas  II. 
Scyuiour,  David  b.  Hiyningr,  Simniis,  Jnhn  T.  t-inllli, 
Rob.^rl  .Snii'h,  Slei^wnd,  Sli'L-<oii,  Jiilni  Hleivarl,  Htne.i, 
flloite,  SlroiiH,  .Sjki-!',  ThoiiipiiKi.  Tibhall-*,  Tucker,  Wal- 
ler, Wcnt>V"rlh,'\Villlain.<,  WcMKlivard,  ami  Yost— 90. 

N.\  Yri— .\lcn»r».  Ablieii,  Ail.uu-.  Ilaki-r.  Ilsrrimer,  Belner, 
Kdwartl  J.  Itlack,  ttrcnsle,  Jercaiiali  Uron-ji,  Carroll,  Cal- 
lin,  Causin,  CluiKinan,  t'ranstfiti,  Debcrry,  Oickcy,  Fisli, 
Foul,  (;:dt|in;i'.  (iii™in,  Hardin,  Ihilnie.-^,  Hudson,  Wiwli- 
lh;;ton  Hunt,  J<i.-,e|>!i  K.  Ing<-rsoll.  Irviri,  Ji-riks,  Perlcy  It. 
Juliniion.  Andrew  Jidin^on,  Jolin  I*.  Kennedy,  Daniel  I'. 
Kins,  .Mellvaine,  Etlvvard  J.  Morris,  Mor.-u,  rallc(:.on, 
Ki>din;y,  Ki>ger:i,  siciieiick,  Sev.rrdncu,  (^licb  It.  SiniUi, 
Andrew  istenarl,  Summers,  Tildcn,  nnd  W'liitc — -11. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  desired  to  move  to  take 
up  «  bill,  that  it  mighl  stand  first  on  the  order.    . 

Mr.  PAYNE  inrjuired  if  it  would  be  in  order 
for  hii'n  to  make  a  slatemeiit  to  the  House  touch- 
ing its  order  and  dignity. 

riie  SPEAKER  saiil  it  wouM  not  be  :ii  oider. 

Mr.  I'AYiVE  said  he  questioned  wlielher  it 
bad  much  of  either. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 
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The  rolliiwing  |>clillnn»,  prc-ipnled  In  day,  wrre  handed 
to  the  rcpnrtcrs  hy  tli  ■  nn-iiibers  presenling  tlicia  : 

By  Mr.  lit  )(;f". ;  Tlie  petition  ami  pn|HT-<  ol'  Lorin?  Snow  ; 
wliicli  wire  referred  to  the  i;ninnnltei'  on  rnlilic  l.aiiils. 

Alia,  the  pHUinn  ni  oris  (;.  Welch,  .\.  G.  Peareo,  and 
•Ixty-nine  oihi-i..,  citiz"ii»  of  the  Slate  of  Illinois  askioi: 
the  eslabfishnietitot'n  inaJ  rtniii-froui  Mo.nioiitli,  \Varren 
county,  Illinois,  via  Uenviek.Oreenliusii,  WiKidville,  Ellis 
ville,  aiid  Cenierville,  to  (,oui»lon,  Fuilon  county,  In  raid 
i?latc  of  lilinois  ;  which  was  relurred  to  llie  Couuuiueo  oh 
tlie  Post  Ollicp  and  Tosl  Itoatls. 

By  Mr.  ll.Mtl'EU:  Tlif  ni.niorial  of  II.  J.  Cm  nnd 
twenty  pcvcn  others,  of  /anr^vlllr.  Ohio,  renionMrnlln; 
a:;ain.^l  an  intrmalional  eopvrifiiit  law. 

IJy  .Mr.  I.AUIi.VNCIlE:  'I'lie  peliiioEi  of  Gcoree  Laids- 
iier,  nl  Louisiana,  pr:iylji;'  ilinl  his  Iracl  of  land  l)e  eon 
tinned,  or  his  lniprovetneNl.s  p.iid  for  ;  which  wa.s  referred 
to  the  Connniltee  on  Public  Land:!. 

By  .Mr.'IIBU.vrrS:  Tile  uientorial  of  the  heirs  of  Cap 
Uin  John  Moiiiiljoy,  deceased,  of  ilie  Slate  of  Kentucky, 
prayni-  thai  ilie  coininuiation  of  live  years'  full  pav  of'a 
captain  be  iwidtotlnlnwilhlawllil  Inleresltliereon  ;  which 
wao  referred  li>thr('nniniittee  on  Uevolmlonnrv Claims. 

By  .Mr.  .MACLAY:  The  peiltlou  of  Harriet  MeAllslcr 
and  Emily  lloyi,  lor  a  p  nsion  ;  wiilch  w»s  rclerred  to  Uiu 
Cornrnitlce  on  Kevoiu'.ionary  Peri8ii>ns. 

By  Mr.  (•.\RY,of  Maine:  The  petition  of  Alfred  J.  Sinne 
and  others,  cilizens  of  iMaine,  in  I'avor  of  liie  unnexatioii 
of  Tela,-. 

By  Mr.  II.VYS  :  Tile  pelilinn  of  DaMd  Carlvie,  praying 
Rniuiictalioa  for  llie  .seri'iees  of  his  father.  Ebenejcr  Car- 
lylc,  a  soldier  of  the  Kcvoluiioo ;  of  Polly  Tiionias,  widow 


of  Caleb  Tti'):tt.i^.  .i  n  vi«!ullonary  soldier,  praylnj  for  con- 
tinuation ol  p,  n.-itiu  ;  ol  Lucina  Daniels,  widow  of  David 
Daniel,),  pnyini!  I'or  a  pension  in  consideiation  of  the  Rcr- 
viees  of  lier  husband  in  llie  revolutionary  war;  of  Lucy 
Moore,  widow  of  James  Moore,  a  revolniioniiry  j*oldier, 
praying  eornpeiisation  for  llie  services  of  he/  liuviiand  In 
the  revolutionary  war;  nnd  of  .-VUljiail  Taylor,  widow  of 
(iait  Taylor,  a  soldier  of  the  IErT(.liiiioii,prayiii;;  for  a  pen- 
sion ;  whicli  were  referred  to  tlie  Coininittee  on  Revolu- 
lionnrv  Pensions. 

By  Mr.  CALDWELL:  The  pnlltion  of  James  Farris,  of 
C.-tscy  county,  Kentucky, iLskin;;  nn  alinwanee  for  services 
In  tlie  revolutionary  w:ir,  nnd  as  :ill  llldi:in  spy;  wliicli 
was  referred  to  the  tjniiiinittcc  on  Uevultiiionary  Pcitsinns. 


IN  SENATE. 
Wednesd.vt,  Mnj  23,  1844. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  piescnted  sundry  reso- 
lutions ftdofited  at  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  of 
Hartford,  Connecticut,  remonsti-ating  and  de- 
cidedly protesting  again.st  the  annexation  of  Texas 
to  the  United  States;  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Also,  a  communication  from  citizens  of  GuflTalo, 
New  York,  having  rdlation  lo  one  of  the  itemsin 
the  bill  making  appropriatiotrs  to  cetlnin  harbors 
of  life  United  Stales;  wliicl^  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table,  the  bill  now  being  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  prcsenled  the  proceedings  and 
the  resolutions  adopted  by  a  meeting  of  the  citi- 
zens of  Chatham  county,  Georgia,  without  dis- 
tinction of  party,  favorable  lo  the  annexation  of 
Texas  lo  the  l/iiitcd  Slates;  whicli  were  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  RIVES  presented  4lic  procerdings  of  a 
public  meeting  of  the  county  of  Wythe,  Virginia, 
in  favor  of  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  ihe  United 
Slates;  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  tl)e  table.    ; 

Also,  a  ineinerial  from  a  large  number  of  ihe 
citizens  of  Kenawha  county,  Virginia,  remon- 
strating against  any  change  in  the  cvisting  tarilT; 
which  was  refeired  lo  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  FARIIIFIELD  presented  a  petition  from 
Moses  Springer  and  others,  of  Maine,  praying 
indemnity  for  French  spoliations  prior  to  1800; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
AiTuirs. 

CANCELED   TftliASURr  NOTES. 

On  moiion  of  Mr.  EVAN.S,  the  previous  orders 
of  the  day  were  postponed,  and  the  Senate  took 
uj)  for  con.sideration,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  hill  to  provide  for  the  payment  of 
evidences  of  public  debt  in  certain  cases. 

Mr.  E.  remarked  that  the  bill  provided  for  the 
redemption  ofiho.se  Treasury  notes  which  were 
stolen  and  put  in  circulation,  after  being  ordered 
for  cancellation.  He  did  not  think  any  further 
explanation  of  it  was  necessary,  as  Ihe  bill  suffi- 
ciently explained  it.self.  Its  provisions  hnd  been 
examined  with  great  care  by  the  Committee  on 
Finance;  and  they  had  met  with  the  concurrence 
of  the  Treasury  Department. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  nnd 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

COM.MITTEE  DISCUAItOED. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BAYARD,  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Afl'airs  was  discharged  from  the  further 
consideralion  of  the  memorial  of  Richard  A.Gil- 
pin, concerning  his  plan  for  the  construction  of  a 
dry-dock;  the  memoriol  of  John  H.  Roebling, 
asking  an  a|ipi'opriation  to  test  the  efficiency  of 
wire  rope,  invented  by  him;  and  from  two  me- 
morials of  Peter  Von  Schmidt,  praying  an  nppio- 
pri:ition  to  enable  him  to  make  certain  ex|ieri- 
nients  for  the  preservation  of  timber,  and  relating 
to  his  plan  for  u  pneumatic  dry-dock. 

HOUR  OF  mekti.no. 

Mr.  DAGBY  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  lies  one  day  on  the  table,  under  the 
rule: 

liesotved,  7*hai  after  this  week,  Ihe  Senate  will  meet 
daily  at  eleven  o'clock,  a.  m. 

PAY  OF  THE  ARJIY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BARROW,  the  previous 
orders  of  the  day  were  poslponetl,  nnd  the  Senate 
took  up  for  consideration,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  regulating  the  pay  of  the  Army 
of  the  United  States,  nnd  for  other  purposes;  the 
question  pending  being  on  the  reportofthc  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Afiairs,  reeotnmending  the 
indefinite  postponeinent  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  BARROW  said  it  was  very  necessary  that 
the  Senate  should  act  upon  this  bill  promptly, 


because  the  bill  was  now  before  the  Committee 
on  Finance,  making  appropriations  for  the  pay  of 
the  Army , and  someamendments  would  be  wanted 
if  the  action  of  the  Senate  upon  this  bill  should  be 
such  as  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  recom- 
m^ided.  The  bill  providing  for  the  support  of  the 
Army,  as  it  came  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, nppiopriatej  n  sum  of  money  for  that  pur- 
pose, contemplating  the  passage  of  this  bill,  and  it 
would  be  necessary  for  the  Senate,  if  it  sustained 
the  Committee  on  Military  Afl'airs  in  their  lecom- 
inenilation  for  the  indefinite  postponement  of  tills 
bill,  to  increase  that  appropriation  in  the  Army 
appropriation  bill.  The  cliairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  informed  him  this  morning, 
thai  it  wns  very  necessary  that  that  bill  shouhl 
be  speedily  ncteil  upon. 

Mr.  .\THERToSl  called  forthe  yeasnnd  nays 
on  the  motion  to  postpone  indefinitely;  nnd  they 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  HAGBY  desired  lo  have  the  biH  read. 

Mr.  B,\RROW  presumed  it  was  hardly  iiecen- 
sary  lo  have  the  bill  read.  It  was  a  bill  passed 
by  the  House  of  Representatives,  nducing  the  pay 
of  officers  of  the  Army.  The  Committee  on  Mil- 
itary Ad'aira  of  the  Senate  saw  no  ren.son  fur  its 
passage;  and  after  the  most  careful  exnmination 
of  the  subject,  they  objected  to  the  bill  itsilf,  lo 
its  principles,  and  to  its  provisions  in  detail.  It 
was  not  designed  that  a  discussion  should  take 
place,  he  believed,  upon  this  bill,  unless  some  gen- 
tleman, who  was  anxious  for  its  passage,  should 
advocate  it,  and  make  discussion  necessary.  The 
committee  had  it  under  consideration  for  a  long 
time,  nnd  gave  it  full  and  deliberate  invcsiigalion. 
They  hnd  come  to  the  conclusion  that  sucli  a  bill 
ought  rot  at. this  time  to  be  passed,  nnd  therefore 
recommmended  its  indefinite  postponement. 

The  bill  wns  rend  by  the  Secretary. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  wns  of  0|iinion  that,  this  being 
a  bill  of  great  importance,  upon  which  the  House 
of  Represenlalivos  had  bestowed  much  attention 
and  labor,  it  was  due  to  it  that  someconsidi'mtion 
of  its  merits  should  precede  a  moiion  of  indefinite 

fioslponement.  He  had  not  had  lime  himsi^If  lo 
nok  into  it,  nnd  he  wns  sure  other  Si-nntois  would 
say  the  same.  It  was  a  question  of  retrenchment, 
and  certainly  ought  to  have  been  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Relrenchmcnt.  1 1  was  desirable  to 
hear  the  opinion  of  the  chairman  of  that  commit- 
tee on  the  subject.  With  a  view  of  having  time 
lo  consider  the  best  disposition  of  the  matter,  he 
should  move  lo  lay  the  bill  on  the  table  for  the 
present. 

Mr.  McDUFFIEauggested  lo  iheSenator  from 
Ohio  the  propriety  of  referring  the  bill  at  once  to 
ihe  Committee  on  Retrenchment. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  said  he  would  adopt  the  sugges- 
tion of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  and  alter 
his  motion  from  that  of  laying  on  the  table  to  that 
of  referrin?  it  to  the  Committee  on  Retrenchment. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  femporc,  (Mr.  White,)  " 
observed   that  the  moiion  was  not  in  order — the 
question  of  indefinite  postponement  having  pre- 
cedence. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  contended  that,  if  the  prac- 
tice of  the  Senate  was  similar  to  that  of  the  Houso 
of  Represenlatives,  the  motion  wns  in  order. 

The  PRESl  DENT  pro  tempore  decided  that,  ac- 
cording to  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  the  motion  of 
in()efinile postponement, unless  withdrawn,  would 
have  pi-ecedence. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  did  not  ihink  ihere  was 
occasion  for  discussion  or  opposition,  the  object 
whicli  the  committee  had  in  v:ew  having  been  ex- 
plained by  the  Sennlor  front  Louisiana,  which 
was  simply  lo  obtain  a  test  vote  of  the  .Senate,  that 
the  Committee  on  Finance  mighl  be  enal.ded  to 
estimate  the  nmentlmeiiis  necessary  to  make  to  the 
general  Army  appropriation  bill.  The  necessity 
for  some  immediate  disposition  of  that  bill  had 
been  pointed  out;  but  none  could  now  be  made 
till  ihe  sense  of  the  .Senate  was  known  in  regard 
lo  the  retrenchment  bill.  It  hnd  been  reported  lo 
the  Senate  long  sii'.ce  by  the  Commitle  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs  adversely,  nnd  gentlemen  hnd  had 
ample  time  for  examining  into  its  ininits,  and 
malting  up  their  minds  whether  to  support  it  or 
not.  If.  however,  any  Senator  wanted  more  time 
for  consideration,  ho  should  not  object  lo  a  short 
delay — for  instance,  a  postponement  till  to-mor- 
row. He  hoped,  however,  tlie  lest  question  would 
now  be  allowed  to  be  put. 

Mr.  BREESE  understood  the  question  bc(bre 


'%1>-     '%t^^^    '%..    - 


Ogle 


652 


THE  COMJRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


May  22, 


Ihc  ScniXc  wns  on  conciirrinj;  in  Ihc  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Mililni  y  Aflairs  for  tlic  iniic:finilc 
)io3iponcineiu  of  tli<:  I'jill.  If  s(j,  itcorlniiily  np- 
pcnrid  to  liiin  to  be  in  order  to  move  to  lay  tlinl 
report  on  tlic  table,  or  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on 
Retrenclimrnt. 

Mr.  AliCHIi^Rtlid  not  understand  either  of  the 
motions  oflered  by  the  Senator  from  Ohio  as  e%'inc- 
inji^  any  disposition  lo  pi  aipone  the  subject.  The 
rote  would  be  n  lest  vole  on  the  motion  lo  refer 
the  bill  to  the  Committee  on  llelrcnchmenl.  If 
that  motion  failed,  the  vote  would  recur  on  the 
motion  of  indefinite  poEtponcnienl.  He  hoped 
the  Senator  from  Ohio  would  pcrsLsl  in  his  mo- 
tion, and  let  the  disposition  of  the  Senate  be  os- 
ceriained  on  it. 

The  PUESI  DENT  ;iro  Umpore  decided  that  the 
motion  wns  not  in  order. 

Mr.  liACiBY  hoped  the  motion  of  indefinite 
postponement  would  not  prevail.  The  question 
of  retrenchment  wns  not  the  only  question  for 
consideration  of  the  bill.  It  contained  a  principle 
of  creat  importance  in  one  of  its  provisions — the 
iibnlitioii  of  corpiual  punishment  in  the  Army. 
Tliis  was  a  matter  of  grave  consideration.  He 
lioped  the  inotion/orini/e/ini<epo3//ione»>en(  would 
not  prevail. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  wa.s  ."urc  the  Senate  was  not 
pre[iareii  to  reject,  in  such  a  .suniiuary  mailer,  so 
nnporiant  a  nx^isure  as  this,  without  even  mo- 
mentary con.sideration.  The  people  of  the  United 
Slnle.'s,  iluring  ihe  presidential  canvass  of  1840, 
had  been  encouraged  lo  believe  that,  in  the  prent 
contest  between  the  two  rival  pai  ties,  was  involved 
the  issue  of  ihis  very  question  of  relieiichmcnt — 
each  party  denouncing;  ihectthcr  for  extravagance, 
und  each  pai  ly  promi-siiii;  reform  in  case  o(  suc- 
cess. That  issue  was  now  to  be  tested;  and  the 
very  first  measure  of  retrenchment  proposed — in 
n  bill  introduced  in  another  branch  of  Con^'ress, 
after  crave  and  mature  deliberation,  and  to  his 
Itnowledijo  sanctioned  by  a  large  portion  of  the 
officers  of  the  Army  iheniselves — is  to  be  rejected, 
like  an  unroiislitulionnl  petition,  without  a  mo- 
ment's considerulion.  Ho  desiri^d  lo  know — it 
wns  due  lo  the  people  that  ihey  should  know — 
who  wns  opiKised  to  relrenchment  when  put  to 
the  lest;  and,  iherefore,  he  should  call  for  the 
yens  and  navs. 

The  PRErtlDENT  ,,ro  tempore  slated  that  the 
yeas  and  nays  had  been  before  called  fur  and 
ordered. 

Mr.  BAUUOW  would  not  detain  the  Senate, 
on  this  occasion,  by  presenting  to  il  the  consider- 
ations which  inlliienced  him,  and,  he  believed, 
influenced  the  Committee  on  Military  Alfairs  in 
making  an  adverse  nporl  upon  this  bill.  If  it 
was  intimated,  however,  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House,  or  or  any  side,  that  it  was  llie  wish  or 
desire  of  the  Senate  to  discuss  the  principles  of 
the  bill,  or  its  details,  he  thonghl  that  the  Cuin- 
'mittec  on  Military  Allsirs  would  be  found  ready 
to  answer  every  argument  ihatmight  be  advanced 
by  gentlemen  on  this  floor  in  favor  of  it.  The 
reason  U'hy  he  made  the  motion  to  postpone  it 
indefiniiuly,  and  why  he  deprecated  discu.ssion 
was  this:  he  was  perfectly  satisfied  ll«it  a  large 
majority  of  the  Senate  were  prepared  to  sustain 
his  motion.  Thatbeinghi3crinvi<:iion,and  know- 
ing that  every  Senator  had  made  up  his  mind 
upon  this  subject,  (because  it  was  not  a  new  one, 
having  been  in  the  other  branch  of  Congress  for 
a  long  lime,  and  the  attention  of  every  Senator 
having  been  directed  lo  il,^  he  had  submitted 
the  motion  to  po.stpone  it  indtfiniiely.  It  had 
been  before  the  Senate  for  some  time.  It  had 
been  before  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 
and  was  there  examined  with  impnrliulity  and 
deliberation;  and  il  was  the  deliberate  judgment 
of  the  comniitK'c  ihnl  il  ought  not  lo  pass.  As 
to  this  question  of  relrenchment,  about  which 
there  had  been  so  much  public  discussion,  and 
which  was  ihe  subject  of  mutual  crimination  and 
recrimination  between  ihciwogrcal  political  par- 
ties— one  party  ever  accusing  theoiherof  exirav- 
ngance,  and  making  promises  of  retrenchment — 
it  did  not,  in  ilic  opinion  of  the  committee,  come 
before  tliem  in  considering  this  bill. 

What  did  the  bill  propose  to  do?  What,  ac- 
cording lo  the  report  emanating  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs  of  the  other  House,  did 
tliat  commitiec  profess  to  have  in  view.'  They 
professed  that  it  was  necessary  to  change  the  mode 
of  paying  officers  of  the  Army — to  give  ihem  a 


fixed  salary,  instead  of  perquisites  as  well  as  n 
salary.  They  professed  also  in  eqiialixe  ihe  pay 
of  the  officers  of  the  Army.  They  professed  fur- 
ther lo  reduce  their  pay.  One  of  iliese  objects,  it 
was  true,  they  had  accomplished  by  the  passage 
of  this  bill.  They  had  reduced  the  pay;  but  they 
had  entirely  failed  in  accomplishing  the  other  two 
objects.  The  simph?  rrduction  of  the  pay  of  ofli- 
ccrs  of  the  Army  was  of  very  doubtful  policy. 
This  bill  neither  equalized  the  pay,  nor  was  il  a 
salary  bill  merely.  He  was  prepared  lo  detnou- 
strale  these  two  propositions,  by  a  reference  to 
the  provisions  of  llie  bill;  aixl  there  was,  thcro- 


fore,  but  one  point  to  f.nnicsl — the  ntrcnchment 

f»arl.  The  honorable  Senator  from  South  Cnro- 
ina  [Mr.  McDrrKiE]  wns  the  last  person  he  ex- 
pected to  hear  advocate,  at  this  particular  time,  a 
proposition  of  retrenchment  in  lliat  brancliof  tlic 
public  service.  This  was  not  a  time  lo  be  tam- 
pering with  the  Army — neither  wns  il  n  time  to 
reduce  either  its  numbers  or  the  compensation  of 
its  otficers.  Fnuii  Ihc  evidences  around  us,  it 
would  not  surprise  the  Amiyican  people  that  we 
should  be  called  upori  to  increase  ine  Army;  and, 
in  a  time  of  war,  it  wns  usual  to  increase  the  pay 
of  ofiicers  as  well  as  soldiers. 

He  did  not  intend,  at  this  time,  unless  it  wns 
forced  upon  him,  to  detain  the  Senate,  by  going 
into  an  elaborate  discussi<7n  of  the  principles  in- 
volved in  this  bill  and  its  details.  It  wns  pecii- 
liarhy  objectionable  upon  both  grounds — the  prin- 
ciples and  details.  He  wns  perfectly  satisfied  that 
it  wns  ihc  decided  sense  of  a  majority  of  this 
Senate  that  the  bill  should  be  indefinitely  post- 
poned. That  being  his  convictio'i,  and  as  the 
session  wns  about  lo  terminate,  he  ho|>ed  the 
Senate  would  sustain  him  in  his  motion.  As  a 
moans  of  saving  time,  and  in  order  to  prevent  a 
discussion  which  would  bo  useless — a  discussion 
which  would  produce  no  change  of  opinion  on 
either  side  of  the  Senate — it  had  been  suggested 
by  one  of  his  friends  on  that  side  of  the  House, 
that  lie  should  move  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table, 
and  announce  that  It  should  be  considered  a  test 
vole — those  voting  lo  lay  it  on  the  table  meaning 
by  their  vole  to  express  the  opinion  that  the  bill 
ought  to  be  postponed  indefinitely,  and  those  op- 

fioscd  toexpresstheconlrary opinion.  However, 
ic  did  not  Know  the  sense  of  iliose  who  were  in 
favor  of  his  motion,  or  whether  il  was  the  desire 
of  the  Senate  that  the  bill  should  be  discussed,  or 
whether  they  would  desire  lo  express  their  opin- 
ion on  the  motion  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table; 
and  until  there  was  some  further  manifestation  of 
the  wish  of  Senators,  he  would  not  make  that 
motion,  but  let  the  original  motion  stand,  and 
have  the  vote  taken  upon  it. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of 
indefinite  postponement,  and  resulted — yeas  35, 
nays  19;  as  follows: 

YKAS — Mftifsr!*.  Archer.  Barrow,  Dates,  llayard,  Benton, 
Berrien,  (,'hnaie,  Clayton,  Uayton,  Evans,  Francl!i.  Ilannc- 
^n, Henderson,  Muatinirion,  Jarna!*1ii,  Johnson,  .Man'.iuin, 
Miller,  Pearee,  rii<-l|M,  rorier,  UiveK,  Siininoaf,  rplinm, 
Wiiile.  and  VVoodlrridge— 2j. 

NAYS  —  Messrs.  Allen,  Atchison,  Atherton,  Bnijhy, 
Breesc,  Buclianan,  ColqnJtr,  Fairlield,  l-'ultoa,  llaywooil, 
Iftiger,  Lewis,  \ilfs,  Ijeuiple,  Sevier,  ISturgcon,  Tappau, 
Wuodtiury,  and  Wright— 19. 

So  tlie  bill  was  indefinitely  postponed. 
BILLS  PASSED. 

The  following  bills  were  read  the  third  time, 
and  passi.'d : 

Tlie  bill  for  the  relief  of  tho  heirs  of  William 
Fisher; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Ferguson; 

The  bill  providing  for  the  appointment  and  reg- 
ulntin"  the  pay  of  engineers  and  assislant  engi- 
neers in  the  revenue  service;  and 

The  bill  regulating  the  landing  of  foreign  mer- 
chandise on  the  riglit  bank  of  the  Mississippi 
river,  opposite  New  Orleans. 

EXECUTIVE  SESSION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ARCHER,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded lo  the  consideration  of  executive  business 

After  several  hours  spent  therein,  the  Senate 
adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Wednesdw,  Maij  22,  1844. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  moved  that  his  motion  be 

now  taken  up,  of  which  he  yesterday  gave  notice, 

to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  House  post- 


poned, lo  Monday  next,  Ihe  molion  to  print  ib« 
report  from  the  Election  Commiilee,  in  rebiinn 
to  the  contested  sent  of  Hon.  J.  W.  Jox«  of 
Virginia.  '     ' 

ANNEXATION  OF  TEXAS. 

Mr.  BELSERdcsired  the  gentleman  frnm  Ten- 
nessee to  give  him  an  opportunity  lo  present  the 
proceedings  of  several  mcetuigs  in  Aliibama,  in 
favor  of  the  annexation  of  Texas;  nnd  liavin»ol> 
mined  piMuiissihii  lo  do  so, he  nresenicil  ilie''|iri/. 
cccdiiiL's,  nnd  moved  that  ihey  ovlaidunilicuible 
anil  pi'inled. 

Mr.  DICKEY  objected  lo  the  priming. 

A  roiiversniloii  ensued,  in  wliicli  M.'ssra.EEL- 
SEH,  ULACK  of  Georgia,  SEY.MOUR  of  Nm 
York,  HAMLIN,  COBB,  nnd  oiherii,li)ok  p«ri. 

Mr.  BELSER  iheii  withdrew hismotiontolay 
on  the  labli:  and  prim,  and  substiiuictl  i>  motion 
lo  refer  to  the  Cimimittee  on  Foreign  Rclaliou; 
which  wns  agreed  to. 

Mr.  COBU  then  desired  to  preacnl  proceeding 
of  a  meeting  held  in  a  portion  of  thcdiiitrict  wbicli 
he  represents,  of  n  like  character;  which  be  moral 
to  lay  on  the  mblc,  and  print. 

Mr.  DICKEY  objected  to  the  printing. 

Mr.  IIARDIN  said  he  sliould  object ulio, m- 
less  llie  same  course  was  lobe  pursued  wiUi  ihoM 
of  an  opposite  character. 

Some  conversation  ensued,  in  which  Mean. 
C.  JOHNSON,  COBB,  WHITE,  ELMER, 
WELLER,  (as  the  Speaker  ;>ro  tempm,)  anii 
others,  took  part; in  lhecourseot'whicli,obircuoiit 
were  made  lo  the  reception  of  the  proceedlii5J. 

Mr.  COBB  moved  u  suspension  of  the  rales,  to 
enable  him  to  present  tlicm;  but  iht  niotioa  ml 
rejected. 

CONTESTED  ELECTION'. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  then  cnlled  un  his  motion 
lo  rcconsidirr  the  vote  by  which  the  motion  to 
print  the  election  report  was  poslponed  lo.MoD- 
day  next;  nnd  after  a  brief  conversation,  the 
molion  wns  reconsidered;  and  then  the  motion  to 
print  was  postponed  lo  Saturdoy  ncxi. 

Mr.  McKAY  moved  that  the  rules  besusfendeJ 
ihntihe  House  might  resolve  itself  into  Coramittte 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 
BREACH  OF  PRIVILEGE. 

Mr.  FISH  desired  to  present  n  resolution  »iicb 
affected  the  privileges  ofu  member  of  this  Home, 
which  had  been  violated.  The  rcsoluliouWUM 
follows: 

RaoUed,  That  a  pclccl  comtnlliee  ftf  Htp  be  appoWeJ 
to  inquire  and  re(mrt  wliether  .iny  deputy  pwniBttr.flJ 
other  officer  of  the  Pu«l  OITiec  Depariniem,  liM  »l«liM 
the  Iranlcing  privilciee  of  any  of  i!ie  nterahcrsof  thtaHfflW 
ac  escililished  by  law,  liy  enialn?  his  inuik,  or  otliewjj 
under  any  rceuliition  or  instrucUon  of  Uie  PottOtel* 
partnicnt. 

The  resolution  not  being  in  order  nl  ihi-i  tufi 
K  was  not  received;  but  it  wns  unilersiood  ttal 
several  of  the  honorable  gentleman's  Idlers  "hicj 
he  had  dispatched  through  the  post  office  1" 
been  charged  with  postage,  his  franks  liavingoeeii 
first  erased  in  their  passage  through  the  Pmi 
Office  Department. 

NAVr  APPKOPEIATION  BILI,. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  .Mr.  McKAY, re- 
solved itself  into  the  Commillce  of  ilic  Wholeon 
the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  C.  JoHKsoxin  IM 
chair,)  and  resumed  the  considemiion  of  tie  bill 
making  appropriations  for  the  naval  scrricelof 
the  fiscal  year  ending  the  30th  day  of  June,  ISto- 

Mr.  HARDIN  was  entitled  to  the  floor  froa 
yesterday;  but  he  yielded  to 

Mr.  HALE,  who  wished  to  make  an  aM»« 
to  a  sintcment  of  the  honorable  genikroan  froo 
Virginia,  [Mr.  Atkinson,]  made  in  commilW 
yesterday.  1 1  would  be  recollected  tlwi  h* '■■ 
stated,  on  more  occasions  than  one,  ihoilh'P'!' 
of  the  ofiicers  of  the  American  Navy  »M  higher 
than  the  pay  of  officers  of  the  snmi-  grade  in  i^ 
navy  in  the  world;  aiid  he  h.-id  learned  'h«'  I* 
honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  doabw 
the  accuracy  of  that  statemenl  in  n  speech  SMi 
by  him  yesterday,  and  had  quoted  soincauiho^ 
ity  which  put  the  pay  of  n  captain  in  the  Bni™ 
Navy  at  $3,800  or  §3,900.  Now,  he  reasserted  W 
statement,  and  called  the  attention  "^ '''J 'j'!"' 
mittce  to  the  authority  on  which  he  based  bin- 
self  in  making  the  nssertion;  it  was  the  ^f*^ 
of  the  Royal  N«vy  of  Great  Brilain,  P""'"** 
"  by  authority."    It  there  appeared  thai  lhei» 
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si-a-pay  of  o  captain  tii  Ihc  English  Navy,  waa 
.fSl  7s.  id.,  iuid  allowing  ilu;  pound  stLiliiig  to  be 
equal  to  §4  tio.it  makisthu  Englisli  inwalcnpiain's 
pay  equal  to  Si!97  58  pur  niontli;  whicli,  niulii- 
plicJ  by  twelve,  tho  number  of  montlis  in  a 
year,  is  equal  to  ^,570  60  for  the  year.  I'ul,  in 
fact,  the  pound  sterling  is  notequaf  to  $4  tii,  but 
only  $4  44,  maliin-f  the  monthly  pay  of  the  liof;- 
liah  naval  captain ojilyg27:i  47  p<-r  month;  which, 
multiplied  by  twelve,  gives  $,'i,'JC9  04  as  the  an- 
nual pay  of  an  Kiij;lish  captain. 

Mr.  SCHENCIV  naked,  if  post  captains  were 
not  an  intermediate  fjradi:  of  offiois  in  the  Eng- 
lish Navy.-  and  if  they  had  not  there  different 
orders  of  admiral.^,  vice-adiniiula,  and' rear-admi- 
rals.' and  if  American  captains  did  not  have  lo 
command  fleets,  and  perforin  the  satno  duty  re- 
quired of  these  diireieiil  orders  of  admirals.' 

Mr.  HALE  replied  tliey  had  in  En<;laiid  ad- 
mirals, vice-admirals,  and  renr-admirals,  of  the 
blue,  red,  and  white;  and  they  had  also  there, 
dukes,  earls,  lords,  marquises,  &c.,  with  a  priv- 
ileged order  of  nobility,  rioting  in  luxury  upon 
the  hard  earnings  of  a  burdened  and  Buffering 
people';  and,  he  doubled  not,  wc  had  many  who 
are  earnestly  desirin:;  to  see  the  same  in  this  coun- 
try;  but  he  trusted  the  day  was  far  distant  when 
these  hopes  were  to  he  realized.  Was  it  neccs- 
Kiiry,  because  we  had  no  order  of  nobility,  and 
did  not  decorate  our  officers  who  had  distinguished 
liieiD.selvcs,  with  st.ir:;  «nUgar;;'rsand  otliergew- 
gnws  of  royally,  that  wu  ^hollld  therefore,  and 
for  that  reason,  pay  them  a  higher  compensation 
than  was  paid  to  the  officers  of  any  other  navy 
on  earth?  If  so,  lie,  for  one,  would  pnfer  the 
harmless  decorations  of  the  blue,  red,  and  while, 
or  all  the  colors  of  the  rainbow  combined,  rather 
than  pay  such  exlravnganl  remuneration.  The 
pay  of  an  English  naval  captain,  here  given,  is  of 
one  in  comnfand  of  a  first-class  ship.  English 
ships  are  divided  into  six  classes  before  wc  conic 
to  stoops  and  bombs;  and  the  piiy  of  the  captains 
is  continually  di  scending  according  lo  the  class 
of  the  ship  he  commands,  till  it  gels  down  to 
£26  17s. — the  monthly  pay  of  a  ctiptuin  in  com- 
mand of  a  sixth  rait. 

Mr.  PARMENTEU  said,  with  »hc  permission 
of  the  gentleman,  he  would  road  a  comparative 
Btalemeiit  of  the  iiay  received  by  otRcers  of  a 
similar  grade  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  Slates 
and  in  that  of  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  HALE  assented;  and  • 

Mr.  PARMENTER  read  a  slalcment  of  the 
amount  of  the  salaries  of  naval  officers. 

Mr.  HALE  said  he  did  not  (iroposc  lo  pursue 
the  discussion;  he  simply  desired  to  place  the 
metier  before  tlie  comitiiiiee  in  its  Irue  light. 

Mr.  D.WIS,  of  Kentucky,  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  appealed  to  the  gentleman  to 
nilow  him  a  few  moments. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky,  declined  to  yield 
the  floor,  remarking,  however,  that  the  lime  for 
the  continuance  of  the  debate  was  limited,  and 
lie  desired  lo  [dace  before  ihe  coinmitu.>c  a  prop- 
osition which  lit  considered  to  be  of  great  import- 
ance. 

Mr.  D.  sent  to  the  Chair  a  resolution,  which 
he  proposed  to  offer  so  soon  as  it  should  be  in 
order. 

The  resolution  was  rend  by  the  Clerk. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky,  regretted  that  the 
debuie  had  not  been  confined  lo  the  bill  before  the 
committee,  because  tlier:  were  various  proposi- 
tions *hich  many  gentlemen,  no  doubt,  as  well  as 
liimself,  desired  to  .see  modified  or  amended;  and 
there  were  other  propositions  which  ihey  desired 
nn  opportunity  to  oflerund  to  explain.  *Tlie  sub- 
ject of  water-rotted  hemp  was  a  subject  of  peculiar 
interest  to  the  people  of  the  United  Suites,  as  well 
as  to  the  Government.  '|'he  article  was  an  essen- 
tial component  of  our"liationrtl  defense — as  much 
BO  as  any  article  made  use  of  in  ship-biiilding; 
mid  it  was  a  matter  svhicli  had  received  some 
nltention  on  the  part  of  the  Government.  Tlieie 
had  been  two  or  three  laws  passed  upon  the  sub- 
ject in  the  shape  of  joint  resolutions,  for  tiie  pur- 
|>ose  of  protecting  and  fostering  Ihat  interest.  Tlio 
first  action  of  Congress  on  the  subject  was  a  joint 
"esolulioii  introduced  by  one  of  the  Senators  from 
dissouri,  in  the  session  of  ia41,  for  the  encour- 
jigenientand  protection  of  the  production  of  Amer- 
ican water-rotted  hemp  tor  the  use  of  the  military 
marine.  Under  this  encouragement  from  the 
Government,  the  farmers  of  the  West,  especially 


of  Kentucky  and  Mi.ssouri,  undertook  the  pro- 
duction of  the  article,  by  the  process  of  waler- 
rotting;  but  what  had  been  the  result.'  The  ex- 
ecutive officers  of  this  Government,  in  disregard 
of  this  proceeding  on  the  part  of  Congress,  had 
cea.«ed  the  purchase  of  the  American  article,  and 
hud  actually  entered  into  a  contract  for  the  pur- 
chase of  a  supply  of  Riga  hemp  sufficient  for  the 
coming  year,  although  it  iiad  been  clearly  and 
indisputably  shown  that  the  American  article  was 
superior  to  the  foreign,  and  could  be  furnished  at 
a  cheaper  rate.  Was  this  the  way  in  Avhich  the 
executive  officers  of  this  Government  intendid 
to  ciirry  into  execution  alawof  Congress,  or  joint 
resolution,  equal  in  force  to  o  law.'  There  were 
two  solemn  laws  requiring  the  American  article 
to  be  purchased  and  used  in  the  American  Navy; 
Olid  yet,  in  defiance  of  these  law.f,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  had  directed  ihc  purchase  to  be  thus 
continued,  and  had  cnicred  into  a  contract  for  the 
purchase  of  the  foreign  article. 

Mr.  MORRIS  observed  that  in  consequence  of 
the  adoption  of  the  resolution  of  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means,  to  terminate 
the  debate  to-duy,  he  was  under  the  necessity  of 
following  the  example  of  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky, [Mr.  Davis,]  and  submit  his  remarks  on 
an  amendment  not  yet  before  the  committee,  but 
which  he  intended  at  a  proper  time  to  offer.  The 
proposition  he  desired  to  submit  was  for  the 
erection  of  a  dry-duCk  nt  PhiliJolpl.;:;;  r>:;d  ir. 
urging  it  upon  the  attention  pf  the  committee,  he 
would  urge  it  on  the  grounds  of  economy.  Sev- 
eral memorials  on  this  subject  had  been  already 
presented  by  his  constituents,  showing  the  great 
interest  they  took  in  the  desired  improvement. 
The  citizens  of  Philadelphia  desired  lo  have  this 
dry-dock,  because  they  could,  by  referring  lo  the 
history  of  the  naval  architecture  of  the  country, 
show  that  nt  no  place  in  Ihc  United  States  had 
vessels  for  the  Navy  been  constructed  of  better 
workmanship,  and  on  cheaper  terms.  Moreover, 
there  was  no  instance  on  record  in  which  a  vessel 
built  at  Philadelphia  had  failed  in  performing  all 
lliat  was  expected  of  her.  Here  Mr.  M.  referred 
10  some  documents,  showing  the  expense  of  build- 
ing and  equipping  various  ships  at  various  places 
in  the  United  States,  and  making  a  comparison 
of  Ihc  cost  of  each,  showed  that  the  difference  was 
in  favor  of  Philadelphia.  He  also  went  into  a 
statement,  showing  ilie  facility  of  obtaining  pro- 
visions, supplies,  and  materials,  on  comparatively 
cheap  terms  at  thai  place. 

Mr.  A.  JOHNSON  observed  that  he  did  not 
know  that  the  remarks  he  was  about  to  make 
would  be  considered  strictly  in  order;  but  inas- 
much as  the  dtrbatc  had  taken  rather  awidu range, 
he  trusted  it  would  not  be  considered  improper  for 
him  to  discuss  the  means  by  which  money  now 
propo.sed  lo  be  appropriated  was  drawn  from  the 
people.  He  should  oppose  this  bill  more  incon- 
sequence of  the  manner  in  which  the  money  it 
appropriated  was  raised,  than  for  any  other  con- 
sideration; and  he  held  that  an  examination  of 
the  system  by  which  the  revenue  of  the  Govern- 
ment was  raised,  was  a  legitimate  course  of  argu- 
ment. Ever  since  this  Congress  had  been  in 
session,  there  appeared  to  him  to  have  been  a 
disposition  to  inciulge  in  the  wildest  and  n^^ost 
visionary  schemes  of  expenditure.  Mr.  J.  here 
referred  t<v  various  items  of  expenditure,  such  as 
dry-docks,  navy-yards,  &c.,  and  particularly  to 
the  two  river  and  harbor  bills,  involving  an  ex- 
penditure of  jil, 200,000.  He  wa.s  opposed  lo  the 
appropriations  in  this  bill,  in  consequence  of  the 
system  by  which  the  money  was  procured.  We 
have  been  told  by  some  of  the  genllemen  of  this 
House,  .ill  a  document  published  by  them,  of  the 
evils  of  direct  taxation;  and  he  would  therefore 
say  n  word  or  two  on  that  subject.  He  was  not 
an  advocate  fur  direct  taxation;  but  he  held  that 
it  would  be  a  cheaper  and  more  equitable  mode 
of  collecting  the  revenue  than  the  present  one. 
At  all  events,  a  system  of  direct  taxation  would 
put  uii  end  lo  alt  these  extravagniuand  visionary 
schemes  of  expenditure  that  were  now  resorted 
to.  In  the  publication  he  referred  to,  thcauthors 
supposed  that  the  annual  revenues  collected  for 
this  Government  {^ould  be  sonieUiing  like  thirty- 
six  million  dollars;  and  when  they  cume  to  the 
SlateofTeiiiiessce,  they  showed  that  if  this  money 
was  to  be  collected  by  direct  taxes,  the  people  of 
that  Slate  would  be  alarmed  at  the  proportion  they 
were  to  pay,  which  was  estiuiated  at  (1,700,000. 


This  was  an  admission ,  however,  that  the  money 
was  collected  from  the  people.  Now,  how  is  it 
proposed  to  foiled  this  81,700,000  of  the  people 
of  Tennessee,  but  by  indirect  taxation?  It  was 
proposed  to  collect  it  by  a  mode  under  which  the 
people  would  not  know  the  amount  collected  from 
thein;  that  is,  to  take  the  money  out  of  their 
pockets  by  deception,  or,  in  other  words,  by  the 
operation  of  the  tariff.  Now,  if  the  southern 
Slates  would  look  closely  to  the  subject,  they 
would  find  that  such  n  system  of  taxation  bore 
more  hardly  on  them  than  any  other. 

He  went  on  to  contend  that  there  were  greater 
advantages  to  the  people  in  direct  taxation  for 
the  aupportoflhe  Government,  for  thereby  much 
would  be  saved  to  the  hard-working  people.  But 
they  were  told  that  this  expensive  |ilan  of  collect- 
ing revenue  must  be  persisted  in  for  the  protec- 
tion of  home  industry;  or,  in  other  words,  this 
system  must  be  persisted  in  that  the  few  might 
be  benefited  at  the  expense  of  the  many.  It  was 
admitted  that  $3C,O00,O0l)  must  be  collected  for 
the  supportof  the  Government,  and  this  sum  was 
made  by  the  importing  merchants  to  form  part  of 
the  first  cost  of  ilie  goods.  The  merchantstrans- 
iiiitled  those  goods  to  various  parts  of  this  Uniorx 
for  sale,  adding  thereon  fifty  pel  cent,  ns  (irofit; 
and  thus  it  would  be  seen  that  the  hard-working 
consumer  not  only  paid  $3G,OUO,000  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  Government  to  benefit  a  fvw  mniiu- 
f.iriurers,  but  fifty  per  cent,  thereon  ns  profit  to 
the  inerchani. 

He  contended  that  the  argument  was  veryclenr 
in  favor  of  n  system  by  which  each  State  should 
collect  and  provide  its  proponionale  share  of  the 
revenue  which  was  necessary  for  the  Govern- 
ment. By  such  a  system  much  would  be  saved 
in  the  cost  of  collection.  He  calculated  that  of 
the  $1,700,000  which  Tennessee  would  supply, 
she  could  save  $92,000,  which  was  un  important 
item . 

He  then  allowed  ihoopernlion  of  the  protective 
system  on  the  mechanic,  proving  that,  in  relation 
to  the  mechanic  classes,  this  protection  of  home 
industry  was  a  system  of  humbug,  by  which  no 
one  was  bene'filed  but  the  wealthy  maiiufaclurer. 
indeed,  to  the  working  classes,  it  was  an  iniqui- 
tous system  of  taxation.  But  was  the  system 
for  which  the  people  were  so  honestly  taxed  n 
protection  lo  home  industry?  Of  the  amount  of 
capital  vested  in  manufactures  and  in  agriculture 
ho  said  this  system  caused  $500  vested  in  manu- 
factures to  yield  seventy-two  dollars;  more  than 
'$1,000  vested  in  agriculture;  and  yet  they  were 
protecting  home  industry  !  To  be  perfect,  Iho 
protection  of  home  industry  must  be  its  protec- 
tion by  the  several  and  individual  Slates  within 
their  own  chartered  limits;  but  if  that  were  re- 
sorted to,  they  would  hear  less  of  protection  of 
home  industry. 

Upon  such  a  principle  as  this,  tliey  might  go 
on  increasing  the  amount  of  duties  progressively 
until  they  brought  down  the  price  of  the  articles 
to  nothing  at  all.  The  Government  would  then 
be  in  the  receipt  of  a  large  revenue  from  duties  on 
imports,  and  the  goods  imported  would  be  pro-, 
cured  by  the  consumer  for  nothing.  Was  liiero 
ever  a  greater  absurdity  attempted  to  be  palmed 
off  upon  the  public?  It  was  an  insult  to  the  intel- 
ligence of  the  people. 

Anolhcrexlraordinary  prhpositioncontoined  in 
this  literary  curiosity,  lo  which  he  had  already 
referred,  was,  thai  we  were  actually  buying  five 
dollars'  worth  of  foreign  nnicles  forevery  dollar's 
worth  that  we  sold  of  our  own.  Was  there  ever 
a  country  that  was  prosperous  and  hapjiy  while 
she  bought  niorelhaii  she  sold  ?  How  long  would 
a  Government  exist  under  such  circumstances? 

Mr.  STEWART.of  Pennsylvania,  said  if  the 
gentleman  would  examine  the  argument  in  that 
report,  he  would  see,  not  llinl  we  purchased  rive 
dollars'  worth  of  foreign  articles  forevery  dollar's 
worth  iliat  we  sold  of  our  own,  but  that  we  pur- 
chase and  consume,  in  the  form  of  manufactured 
goods,  five  dollars'  worth  of  agricultural  produce 
tor  every  dollar's  worth  of  agricultural  produce 
that  we  export. 

Mr.  A.  JOHNSON  continued..  The  gentleman 
miglit  attempt  to  explain  the  matter,  but  it  clearly 
put  him  to  ns  great  difficulty  to  understand  him- 
self, as  it  did  "him  (Mr.  J.)  to  undi'isiand  him. 
Was  the  gentleman  unacquainted  with  that  plain 
principle  of  political  economy,  that  when  the  bal- 
ance of  trade  exists  against  a  Government,  thai 
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Government  must  drclinc  in  proportion  to  the 
extent  of  tliathnlnnrn?  But  they  wcrccalleO  upon 
to  imitate  the  example  of  Gnui  Britain;  and  the 
prosperity  of  liint  r.ountry  had  been  greatly 
vaunted.  Prosperous !  yes;  prosperous  in  the  cre- 
ution  of  n  national  debt;  jirosperous  in  the  im- 
position of  burdi'ns  upon  the  people;  prosperous 
in  building  up  an  aristocracy.  He  might  refer  to 
various  authoriiii's  to  show  tlie  prosperous  con- 
dition of  Ureal  llrilain,  but  he  would  not,  unne- 
ccss;irily,  detain  the  committee. 

Mr.  J.  adverted  to  the  distriliutivc  policy  as  a 
conconiiianl  of  the  high  protective  larilf.  Who 
was  tlic  great  advcirjteof  that  policy — a  policy  by 
which  the  people  became  the  recipients  ofa  bounty 
iirst  collected  from  themselves  .'  The  advocate  of 
this  strange  mode  of  enriching  the  people  was  the 
man  who  was  to  l>e  placed  at  tlic  head  of  the  ad- 
ministration of  this  Government — the  man  who 
was  at  one  time  found  advocating  the  principles 
of  one  party,  and  .someiimes  of  another. 

Mr.  J.  next  adverted  to  the  alleged  di.<tsi'nsiotis 
in  the  Democratic  ranks.  For  his  own  pari,  tie 
intended  to  act  for  himself,  and  as  to  any  iiisinu- 
ntiona  that  had  been  spread  abroad  with  nspeet 
to  him,  he  rc[>e!led  them.  He  did  not  admit  the 
right  of  any  iiidividuul  to  set  himsi-lf  nn  ns  ttio 
supervisor  or  censor  of  all  who  belonged  to  the 
Democratic  party,  and  to  insiitutc  a  Prucruslean 
bed  for  their  opinions. 

Tliu  expiration  of  the  hour  won  licrv  announced 
by  the  Chairman. 

Mr.  LEVY  next  obtained  the  floor.  He  staled 
the  purport  ol'  various  aiiieiidiut'iiis  which  he  [Pro- 
posed to  otfer  whenever  it  would  be  in  order  to 
do  so.  Mr.  L.  then  called  the  attention  of  the 
committee  to  the  navy-yard  at  Penaaeola.and  the 
iicccsfiily  of  inaliiiigap[)i-opriaiioiis  f<ir  I  hat  object. 
Ho  spoke  of  llie  greiil  iinporlaiici^  of  Pensacola, 
ns  a  naval  station,  to  the  Uefeiisc  of  the  snntln.'rn 
Stall's  and  tlie  seeiirily  of  our  vast  commerce  on 
the  Gulf,  and  pointed  out  -U  >w  it  had  hilherlo 
been  neglected  by  Congress.  Mr.  L.  particularly 
referred  to  the  fa,-t  tint  at  least  o:ii!  half  of  tin: 
small  appropriations  t"or  that  sialion  had  been  di- 
verted by  the  Secretaries  nf  tile  Navv,  on  ihtrir 
own  authoriiy,  luid  applied  to  other  and  more 
favored  naval  slalions. 

Mr.MUHPHYsaid  he  feared  ihctimctowliich 
this  debate  was  limited  would  not  permit  liim  lo 
do  justice  lo  the  subject  to  which  he  now  desired 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  commiltie — a  limit, 
liowever,  which  was  nece-ss.-iry,  in  Cdrisequence 
of  the  latitude  which  the  debate  had  taken  on  col-* 
lateral  issues.  He  then  procei-ded  to  express  his 
opposition  lo  the  nmendmrnt  of  the  giMilleman 
from  New  York,  (Mr.'Hi  vt:]  and  then  .although 
lie  hud  much  to  say  in  relatinn  lo  iln?  Nnvy,  in 
which  his  coiislituents  had  a  deep  interesl,  pro- 
ceeded lo  make  some  ivinarks  on  the  subject  of 
the  Bfoiie  drydlock  v/hich  had  been  projected  at 
lirooklyii.  He  gave  the  history  of  that  dock, 
the  appropriations  made  for  it  by  Congress,  the 
Kiispi'iisiiin  of  the  works,  and  the  aulhorily  given 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  decide  beiweeii  a 
Btone  dry-dock  and  a  tlo.uing  dock,  and  the  con- 
sequent appointment  of  a  commission  lo  examine 
into  tlieir  relative  merits. 

The  Clerk,  at  tlierefpiestof  the  genlhmsn  from 
New  York,  read  anexiiMct  from  a  document  giv- 
ing tlio  views  of  Mr".  Secretary  Upshur,  as  the 
result  of  the  inquiry  by  the  commission,  which 
was  decidedly  in  favor  of  a  stone  dry-dock,  or 
excavation  with  walls,«s  it  was  sometimes  called. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR,  of  New  York,  asked  if  an- 
other report  had  not  been  made  in  favor  of  a  sec- 
tional lliialiiig  diiek. 

Mr.  MURPHY  .said  he  did  not  intend  that  his 
collengueshoulddiverthis  aiteiiiion  from  the  issue 
which  lie  made.  An  ollicer  might  have  m:idi; 
such  a  report,  but  he  assisted  that  no  competent 
commission  of  scieiititic  men  had  exnmiiiid  and 
made  such  a  report;  but  on  the  riport  of  such  a 
commission,  they  had  the  opinion  that  a  dry  sloiie 
dock  was  alone  fit  for  the  purposes  of  llie  Navy- 
ut  New  York.  Mr.  M.  argued  i.taom«  hngth  in 
favor  of  the  .superioiily  of  sione  dorks  over  the 
sectional  floating  docks,  and  adduced  ihe  testi- 
mony of  nunii'rous  shipping  meiehanlii  and  other 
well-informed  pirsons  to  the  same  iffect. 

Mr.  SEYMOUU,  of  New  York,  sent  lo  the 
Clerk  cerlain  amendiiienu,  which  he  designed  lo 
ofler  at  the  proper  lime. 

TJie  auiendineuts  v.erc  read. 


Mr.  SEYMOUR,  of  New  York,  said  he  had 
no  other  object  but  the  ndvancemenl  of  the  pub- 
lic good  in  proposing  these  amendments.  He 
had,  at  considerable  expense,  examined  inlo  the 
comparative  merils  and  conifiarativc  expense  of 
con.strucling  the  dilTereni  descriptions  of  docks, 
and  the  cone.lusinn  he  had  come  to  was  in  favor 
of  the  sectional  Honting  dock. 

The  hour  which  had  been  fixed  upon  for  vot- 
ing on  llii'  bill  and  ainendmenis  having  arrived, 
the  committee  proceeded  to  vole  accordingly. 

The  sLite  of  the  qtu'slion  wos  ns  follows: 

The  following  amendment  liad  been  offered  by 
Mr.  Parmextlii: 

.   After  ilii'  iveril  *'  iloMrir.',*'  In  tlie  elevenih  line,  liiwri : 

Provided^  'I'hnt  the  whole  iiutiilier  of  pelly  officers,  fca- 
iiieu,  nnllnury  nealucii,  lniid<ineii,  anil,  liny<f,  la  the  imvnl 
j^LTVice,  chilli  mil  exet-ed  sevi-ii  tli(iu>:iliil  five  hinulreil  ul 
any  mie  ijini'  during  ttie  fiscal  year  lor  wliieli  tlii^  appro- 
priatina  i^  m;iile>. 

To  which  Mr.  Hu.MT,  of  New  York,  Iiad  of- 
fered llie  following  ns  nn  aineiidnient: 

PrOL-iilftlj  Tiiut  no  more  Uian  one  luiiror  the  moneys  np 
proprinled  liy  tlli.'i  net  ii!i:ill  be  expended  ill  tlie  iiiival  ncr- 
vice,  or  drawn  iroiii  llie  Treasury,  previous  li>  iIk!  l.-t  day 
ot'  JnniKiry,  It^lo,  exceptlii);  tlie  hU'ilh  nppriipri.'ited  I'nr  iui- 
jtrovcniciitti  and  llio  iiceeiuiary  rep:iir:(  ol  navy-yjird*. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  amendnient  lo 
the  amendment  which  was  oflered  by  Mr.  Htr.MT, 
of  New  York,  and  airried — yeas  GJ,  na^s  HI. 

Tile  question  was  then  taken  on  the  uinend- 
meiit  as  amended,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  LEVY  subniittcd  the  following  amend- 
ment; which  was  rejected: 

Provided,  That  pruito-taN  forllie  diirereat  nnicles  nf  sup- 
ply ri'<|ulr(-d  I'rtr  iisic  or  delivery  ul  caeli  respective  iiaviil 
bUitinn  in  the  Uitiled  States,  shall  he  advertiiied  for  sepa- 
rately;  and  that  the  advertisement  fartueli  prriptii«alH  uliali 
be  made  In  tlie  principal  newspapers  ptihiishcd  in  the  same 
ami  adjoinins  States  iiiwliieii  the  yard  is  located  at  whicli 
delivery  is  ret)Uired  tu  bi;  made. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  submitted  an  amendment 
providing  that  no  vessel  shall  hereafter  be  built 
or  rebuilt,  except  by  express  authority  of  Con- 
gress. 

Mr.  FISH  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
striking  out  the  word  "rebuill." 

The  question  beiiig  put,  Ihe  amendment  to  the 
nniendmcnt  was  rejected,  and  the  nmendment  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  LEVY  submitted  an  amendment  provid- 
ing that  no  part  of  the  apfiroprintion  made  for  the 
equipment  and  repairs  of  the  Navy  shall  be  ap- 
plii'd  to  the  pay  meiil  of  any  officers  whose  offices 
liave  not  been  created  by  law;  which  was  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  PARMENTC;R  offered  an  amendment 
striking  out  the  twenty-ninth  line,  and  inserting 
the  words  **  for  inclosing  nnd  grading  the  square 
on  which  the  naval  depot  at  Charlestown  is 
erected,  nnd  for  the  building  of  a  house  for  the 
superintendent." 

Mr.  FICKLIN  called  for  a  division  of  the 
question;  and  it  was  first  taken  on  striking  out, 
nnd  agreed  to;  and  then  on  inclosing  the  yard 
and  building  a  house  nl  Charlestown,  ami  re- 
jected. 

Some  unimportant  change  was  made  in  the  ilem 
of  appropriation  for  New  Hampshire,  on  the 
moii.in  of  Mr.  PARMENTER. 

The  Clerk  read  the  iilher  items  until  lie  nrrived 
at  that  ill  leferi'nce  to  the  navy-yard  at^Vew  York. 

Mr.  MURPHY  offered  the  nmeiidntcnt  which 
he  had  liefoi-e  indicated  his  intention  to  otter.  In 
direct  tlie-  Secivtary  of  the  Navy  to  proceed  v/itli 
the  stone  dry-dock  at  IJrooklyii,  New  York,  for 
which  there  is  now  nn  unexpended  balance  of  the 
appropriation  made  in  184L'. 

Mr.  SEYAIOUR,  of  New  York,  moved  to 
amend  the  aitiendmeiit  so  as  to  j  rovide  that  the 
S<'cretary  of  the  Navy  should  contract  for  a  scc^ 
tional  fluaiing  dock  at  New  York. 

Ti  lleis  wer>'  called  for;  and  Messrs.  Vixton 
and  ljini..\CK  wen*  apjjointed;  and  they  reported 
— ayes  50,  noes  77. 

.So  the  uineiidinent  to  the  amendment  was  neg- 
atived. 

Mr.  PHCEN'IX  offered  nn  amendnient  vesting 
in  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  the  discretion 
whether  to  construct  a  floalit^'  or  a  stone  dry- 
dock. 

Tellers  were  called  for;  and  Messrs.  HahaI,- 
sox  nnd  BiULACK  were  appointed;  and  they  re- 
ported ninety-three  in  the  affirmative;  which  was 
deemed  a  majority,  and  the  negative  was  nut 
taken. 


TTie  question  was  then  taken  on  the  omcntl- 
ment,  as  amended;  and  it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  BLACK,  of  Georgia,  offered  an  amend- 
ment to  direct  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  construction  of  a  dry-dock  nl  Pen- 
sacola; which,  after  an  objection  on  a  point  of 
order  by  Mr.  Lr.vy,  was  negulivcd. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  of  Pennsylvania,  submitted  an 
nmendment  directing  the  Secretary  of  llic.Vnvy  to 
cotilrael  wilh  John  S.  Gilbert  for  the  erection  ofa 
lloaliiig  dork  at  Philadelphia,  to  be  paid  for  at  a 
cum  not  excel  ding  5200,000,  contingent  on  on 
examination  and  aiiproval  wheiicon8irucie<l,&c 

The  CHAIRMAN  ruled  the  amendment  to  be 
out  of  ordi  r;  and  on  an  appeal,  the  decision  of 
Chair  was  sii!!Tiiined  by  the  committee. 

Mr.  MOR'RIS,  of  Pennsylvania,  then  offered 
an  aineiidnient  directing  the  President  of  ibe  Uni- 
li'd  8t:ites  to  cause  an  exaniinaiion  and  survey  to 
be  mnd"'  for  n  dry-dock  at  Philadelphia. 

Mr.  H.ALE  moved  to  amend  so  as  to  make  the 
amendment  extend  to  nil  navy-yards  where  there 
were  no  ilry-dncks. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  of  Pennsylvania,  accepted  the 
nmendmeiil. 

Mr.  LEVY  mo'ved  thai  the  name  provision  tw 
adopted  in  relation  to  Peii.sacola  as  had  been 
adopted  in  relation  to  New  York;  which  was 
agr.i'd  to — ayes  G7, noes 45;  the  vote  being  token 
by  tellers. 

Mr.  CLACK  offered  a  proviso  to  that  amcixl- 
meiii. 

Pending  the  qiieslinn  on  whicli  proviso, 

On  nioiion  of  Mr.  DAVIS,  of  IiiduQa,  the 
coniiniltee  time. 

KNKOLI.RO  nil.LS  SIGNKD. 

The  Coinniiilee  on  Enrolled  Bills  reporte4 
several  bills;  which  were  signed  by  the  Speaker. 

E.XECUTIVK  COMMf.NlCWTIOXS. 

Several  executive  cuniniunicationa  were  read, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Vv  HITE  moved  that  the  House  adjourn; 
but — by  57  ayes  and  77  noes — the  ilouae  refoaed. 
to  adjourn. 

Mr.  ROGERS  moved  that  the  House  adjourn. 

On  division,  there  were  seventy-two  ayes,  Doea 
not  counted. 

The  House  then  ndjnurnrd. 


The  fntlnwin?  p(>tltlnns,  presented  In  lia;  ,  -v  t.    :, 
to  llie  O-'lMirOTs  hy  tlie  miMllbiTK  pre-iMitile.:  I'.    Fi. 

ItyMr.  ll.VLK:  Tlie  |«ili.»is  of  .Mary  tMi  .  . ...  11, 
Ward'  Mary  Danlnrth,  Lnry  Dame,  \W{#*-y  i  b'-uev 
llilabl.'  .Mine,  Ueberea  llobarl,  rally  Unit,  S;inili  r.  li" 
IMary  Freneli,  Tamsoii   Fo-neli,   .Mary  rarlf-r.   Eliz 
l^lieiiney,    Nnncy  .AblHitt,    llulilali    Evans.    *' 
Kleaniirtjii-asnii,  Kit7.ab4-lli  .Mmire,  Miri'tin  : 
MiIls,JnditliTilloii.  \aiimi  CnuiplM^ll,Kuiii 
Foss,  Eli/.abetli  Calle^'.  Siisaniiah  Uniwl.  a;. 
leaf,  for  a  t'urllier  allowance  of  two  years'  p 
mencL"  uii  the  4lli  nf  March,  16^1 ;  wiiicli  v, 
the  Cumiaitlee  ol'tlie  Wlinle  tHi  Uie  stale  n- 

lly  Mr.  BUitKE:    'llie  peliUna  of  Kaei: 
.arrears  of  iiension  due  hi'r  late  htishand,  i... 

.'\lsn,  the  petitinn  nf  Piiilip  Toiler,  fur  an  uauioou  i 
iwilsiun  lie  MOW  receives. 


eet., 
-Th-fli 


IN  SENATE. 
TiimsuAT,  .Vai;  23,  1S44. 

Sir.  HANNEG.VN  moved  that  the  role  post- 
poning indefinitely  the  House  bill  regulnlin^  the 
pay  of  the  Army  and  for  other  purposes  be  recon- 
sidered. 

The  PRESIDENT  remarked  that  the  bill  vas 
not  ill  the  possession  of  the  Senate,  having  been 
returned  u>  the  House.  It  could,  howevrr,  be 
sent  for,  on  a  message  for  that  (lurpose  being 
adopted  by  the  Siiiate. 

Mr.  Al'HERTON  remnrkid  tlint  it  waii  not  a 
bill  on  which  the  Hous<*w»s  obliged  to  baveaii^ 
further  action.  It  had  been  returnt-d  to  ihatbod^ 
with  a  noiificatioii  of  the  action  of  the  Sciiat*:. 
He  suggested,  therefore,  whether  a  vole  for  f*:- 
consideration  could  not  be  entertained. 

The  PRESIDENT  read  the  twenticOi  rule. 
which  was  imperative,  lliut  n  motion  for  llic  re- 
consideration of  the  vote  on  any  milter  uol  m  i&e 
possession  of  iho  Senate,  but  of  the  otlitr  Hoasi', 
was  inadmissible. 

Mr.  H.\NNEGAN  submitted  nn  order  tlint  a 
message  be  seiil  to  the  House,  ri-queatiiig  thai  llie 
bill  regulating  the  pay  of  the  Army  niidforoiEter 
purposes  may  be  returned  to  the  Senate  fur  iu 
itirlhcr  action  thereon. 


The  order;  under  ihis  rule,  Iic3  on  llic  tsiblc  for 
future  rtctioh. 

Some  conn  isation  wnslind  between  Mr.  HAN- 
NEGAiN  aiKl  the  I'UESlDKiNT,  as  to  whether 
the  motion  for  reconsideration  would  slund  re- 
corded as  liavinir  b<'en  made  to-day.         ,  ■ 

The  PllESlUKNT  was  understood  to  decide 
that  the  motion  foe  reconsideration  could  not  be 
entered  on  record  until  the  hill  shall  have  been 
returned  to  the  Scnalc;  but  that  such  proceeding 
would  not  preclude  the  entertainment  of  the  mo- 
tion for  reconsideration  after  the  return  ofthcbill. 

Mr.  McDUKKlE  remarked  that  a  precedent  to 

fovern  the  present  ejiBe  was  cstablisiied  in  1624. 
le  did  not  know,  however,  that  the  rules  then 
were  precisely  the  same  as  tlioseoftlie  House  of 
llej>resentatives  now.  The  taritf  of  1824  was 
8ont  nosl-liastc  from  the  House  to  the  Senate,  for 
ecriam  purposes  then  weli  understood.  Mr. 
Randolph  met  the  bearer  of  the  message,  and 
ofl'eied  to  prevent  the  execution  of  the  order  of  the 
llien  Speaker  for  forwarding  the  bill  without 
delay.  Mr.  Randolph,  in  the  altercation,  was 
overcome  by  the  messenger,  and  made  complaint 
to  the  House.  The  House  passed  resolutions 
directing  that  the  bill  should  be  returned. 
,  The  PRESIDENT  remarked  lUat  there  was  no 
objection  to  entertaining  the  order  of  the  Senator 
from  Indiana.  The  objection  was  to  considering 
it  at  that  limi',  the  rule  requiring  that  it  shall  lie 
one  day  on  the  table. 

CniCDENTIALS. 

Mr.  MOREHEAD  presented  the  credentials 
of  Hon.  J.\Bi:z  W.  Hunti.\'cto.v,  who  has  been 
elected  by  the  Legislature  ofConnecticut  a  Senator 
from  that  Siau;  for  si.x  years  from  and  alter  the 
3d  day  of  March  next;  which  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  filed. 

PETITIONS,  ETC. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  presented  the  petition  of 
John  Ericsson,  of  the  State  of  New  York,  asking 
compen.'iation  lor  planning  and  superintending 
the  construction  of  the  machinery  of  the  steam- 
ship Princeton;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  LESyiS  pre.iented  the  proceedings  of  a 
public  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Leonidas  county, 
Alabama,  in  favor  of  the  ajmexatiuri  of  Texas  to 
the  United  Stales;  which  Were  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  tabe. 

Mr.  UPHAM  presented  a  memorial  of  the  in- 
liabitants  of  the  town  of  Pomfret,  Windsor  county, 
Vermont,  protesting  against  the  annexation  of 
Texas  to  the  United  Stales;  which  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  ARCHER  presented  a  memorial  from  cit- 
izens of  the  county  of  Augusta,  Virginia,  pray in» 
that  the  prescNit  tariff  may  not  be  disturbctl;  which 
iiaa  referred  to  the  Couiiniltce  on  Finance. 

KEPOllTS  UtOSl  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  WOODDRIDGE,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  reported  back,  without  amend- 
ment, the  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Elliott,  jr. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  B.VYARD,  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Alfairswiis  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  petition  of  Thomas  G.  Clin- 
ton, praying  an  examination  of  his  improvement 
in  steam  engines;  the  petition  of  William  P.  Mc- 
Connel,  praying  tliat  an  appropriation  be  made 
to  (liable  him  to  build  a  .steamship  upon  the  prin- 
ciple discovered  by  him;  and  the  petition  of  A. 
li.  (ininby,  praying  that  an  investigation  may  be 
made  by  the  commission,  now  sitting  in  the 
Washington  navy-yard,  into  the  plan  t)f  having 
steam  chimneys  in  steam  boilers. 

UEI'OUTKK  IN  EXliCUTIVE  SESSION. 

Mr  McDUFFlE  threw  himself  upon  the  in- 
Julgence  of  the  Soii:ite,  to  permit  him  to  introduce 
into  the  Senate,  when  in  secret  session,  a  reporter; 
his  health  being  such  as  to  disable  him  from 
undergoing  the  labor  of  writing  out  his  own 
remarks. 

The  PRESIDENT  suggested  that  in  executive 
session  would  be  the  proper  time  to  entertain  the 
motion. 

Mr.  DERRIEN  suggested  l«  the  Senator  to 
waive  the  inotinn  nnlil  that  time. 

I  Mr.  McDUFFIE  acquiesced  in  the  suggestion. 
JULIA  L.  WEED. 


i         ini 


I  adverse  report  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs, 
in  the  case  of  Julia  L.  Weed;  the  question  pend- 
ing being  the  motion  of  Mr.  Tallmadgf.,  so  to 
amend  the  report  as  to  refer  the  subject  to  the 
Commissioner  of  Pi-nsions  for  adjustment. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  withdrew  his  proposed 
amendment;  and  the  adverse  report  of  the  com- 
mittee was  concurred  in. 

.    PAPERS  WITIIORAWN. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WHITE,  leave  was  granted 
lo  withdraw  from  the  files  of  the  Senate  the  peti- 
tion and  papers  of  Robert  Moguire. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TALLMADGE,  leave  was 
granted  to  wiihdrawthc  papersof  Mrs.  Weed,to 
enable  the  petitioner  to  make  the  ai^plication  for 
a  pension  to  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions. 

IIODROF  MEETING. 

The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Bagbt  yes- 
terday, providing  that  the  Senate  shall  in  future 
meet  daily  at  eleven  o'clock,  a.  m.,  instead  of 
twelve  o'clock,  was  taken  up,  and  so  amended aa 
to  take  effect  on  Monday  next,  and  adopted. 

NOTICE  OF  A  UESOLOTION. 

Mi-.  McDUFFIE  remarked  that  yesterday  he 
introduced  in  the  Senate,  when  in  executive  ses- 
sion, a  certain  resolution,  which  he  was  inclined 
to  think  was  more  appropriate  to  Uc  introduced  in 
open  session.  He  therefore  begged  leave  to  intro- 
duce it  in  open  session  to-day. 

Mr.  IJERRIEN  remarked  that  the  motion  in- 
volved a  part  of  the  executive  proceeding,  and 
could  only  come  before  open  Senate  by  a  motion 
in  executive  session  to  tranfer  action  upon  it. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  acquiesced,  and  wished  the 
present  motion  to  be  considered  as  one  for  leave 
to  introduce  the  resolution. 

PENSION  LAWS. 

The  bill  to  amend  and  consolidate  the  several 
naval  pension  laws  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

STOLEN  TBEASCnT  NOTES. 

The  Senate  bill  to  provide  for  the  payment  of 
the  evidences  of  public  debt  in  certain  cases,  was 
taken  up  on  its  tliird  reading. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  not  having  been  present  yes- 
terday when  the  bill  was  advanced  to  its  present 
stage,  did  not  now  propose  to  occupy  much  of 
the  time  of  the  Senate  in  a  speech  opposing  its 
passage.  He  should  merely  say  that  it  appeared 
to  him  to  be  a  bill  of  very  dangerous  character.  It 
was,  as  he  understood  it, a  general  bill  lo  authorize 
the  paymenlofcvidencel  of  public  debt  presumed 
to  be  stolen;  that  is,  lo  make  the  Government 
inimitably  lioblc  in  cases  where,  its  obligations 
having  been  already  paid  and  canceled,  the  evi- 
dences of  the  payment  and  canceling  maybe  art- 
fully and  fraudulently  obliterated.  It  appeared 
to  him  to  be  an  exceedingly  dangerous  principle. 
He  did  not  mean,  however,  to  make  a  speech  on 
the  occasion.  His  object  was  simply  to  state  the 
grounds  upon  which  he  could  not  vote  for  the 
bill. 

Mr.  EVANS  did  not  anticipate  any  objection 
to  the  passage  of  this  bill.  It  appeared  to  tlie 
committee  to  be  most  just  and  expedient.  The 
facts  out  of  which  it  had  grown  wore  quite  as 
well  known  to  the  Senate  os  to  the  committee. 
About  two  years  ago,  or  a  little  less,  a  consider- 
able amount  of  Treasury  notes,  which  had  been 
issued  hero  at  that  time,  were  paid  into  the  cus- 
tom-house of  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  and  were 
there  canceled,  because  their  payment  into  the 
custom-house  or  land  office  is  an  extinguishment 
of  thein.  Before  they  were  returned  lo  the  De- 
partment here,  they  were  purloined  or  stolen. 
There  was  no  evidence  of  their  being  canceled 
other  than  what  was  written  on  Ihc  back  of  the 
notes  in  ink.  The  word  "  canceled,"  which  was 
written  on  the  backs,  was  so  carefully  erased  as 
to  leave  no  sort  of  vestige  of  their  having  ever 
been  canceled.  They  appeared  us  perfect  as  any 
notes  that  had  never  been  canceled  at  all,  and 
again  got  into  circulation.  The  loss  of  them  was 
not  discovered  at  the  Treasury  Department  for 
the  period  of  abouf  nine  months.  Many  of  them, 
in  their  circulation,  got  into  banks,  and  into  the 
hands  of  private  persons,  now  holding  them.  Many 
of  them  we're  paid  into  our  custom-houses  and 
land  offices,  and  into,  the  hands  of  receivers  and 
collectors,  who  were  pledged  to  take  them.   The 


law  required  that  Treasury  notes  should  be  re- 
ceivable in  all  cases  in  which  they  were  presented 
in  payment  of  public  dues  at  the  custom-houses 
and  land  offices.  Here  were  these  notes,  without 
the  slightest  evidence  upon  them  of  cancellation — 
nothing  to  designate  ihem  whatever — thus  pre- 
sented to  persons  whose  duty  it  was  by  law  to 
receive  them.  Those  persons  had  received  them; 
and  what  was  the  consequence.'  Collectors,  re- 
ceivers, and  others,  who  >iad  taken  them  in  good 
faith,  could  not  obtain  the  reception  of  them  nt 
the  Treasury  Department,  because  the  Depart- 
ment held  thatlhev  had  once  been  canceled;  What 
wag  lo  be  done,  then  ?  How  were  these  officers 
of  the  customs  and  land  offices  to  know  that  they 
had  been  canceled .'  There  was  nothing  on  earth 
to  show  that  they  had  been  canceled. 

He  had  said  that  they  were  not  canceled  in  the 
manner  in  which  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
had  directed,  by  a  rule  of  the  Department.  The 
reason  given,  as  ascertained  by  an  agent  of  the 
Department  who  went  to  New  Orleans,  was,  that 
the  collector  of  the  customs  there  had  never  re- 
ceived this  order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury. It  was  a  circular  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment to  the  public  officers,  but  had  never  reached 
him,  and  he  was  therefore^gnorant  of  the  mode 
prescribed  by  the  Secretary.  He  canceled  them 
upon  the  hack,  not  knowing  the  regulation  of  the 
Department.     These   collectors,   receivers,   and 

Crivate  individuals,  who  took  them  after  they4)ad 
ecn  purloined,  without  the  slightest  knowledge 
of  the  manner  in  which  it  was  done,  now  asked 
that  they  should  be  paid  or  allowed  credit  for 
them.  Propriety  and  a  sense  of  justice  towards 
these  individuals  required  that  payment  of  the 
notes  should  be  allowed  them.  What  would  be 
the  consequence  in  the  event  of  a  refusal.'  How 
were  the  community  or  the  officers  of  the  customs 
and  land  offices  to  know  whether  any  Treosury 
notes  offered  to  them  are  genuine  or  not.'  Thou- 
sands of  dollars  are  offered  to  the  custom-housa 
officers  daily  in  Treasury  notes  which  the  law 
compels  them  to  take.  He  could  not — if  left  lia- 
ble to  the  consequence — take  them,  for  he  did  not 
know  whether  they  had  boen  canceled  or  not.  It 
was  desirable  that  as  long  as  a  currency  of  this 
description  was  in  circulation,  it  should  carry 
with  it  a  credit.  If  this  bill  was  not  passed,  the 
result  would  be  that  these  custom-house  officers 
would  be  compelled  to  take  such  of  these  notes 
as  were  still  in  circulation.  It  was  manifest,  then, 
that  these  persons  should  be  indemnified.  The 
amount  which  they  claimed  was  not  very  great. 
He  believed  the  whole  amount  stolen  from  ihe 
custom-house  at  New  Orleans  was  about  J1(K),000; 
and,  so  far  as  could  be  ascertained,  the  amount 
put  into  circulation  was  about  (>20,000.  The  bill 
required  these  individuals  to  make  affidavit  be- 
fore the  courts  of  the  United  States,  and  adduce 
the  most  ample  proof  that  they  took  the  notes  in 
good  faith,  and  liad  no  knowledge  of  their  being 
canceled  or  stolen,  so  that  it  was  absoluely  im- 
possible than  any  other  than  honest  holders  should 
receive  any  benefit  from  Ihe  passage  of  this  bill. 
There  was  not  the  most  remote  probability  that 
the  robbers  themselves  would  be  tempted  in  the 
slightest  degree  by  it. 

These  were  the  general  considerations  by  which 
the  committee  were  influenced  in  recommending 
its  passage.  It  had  the  entire  confidence  and  ap- 
probation of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  for 
he  had  a  long  letter  from  him  commending  the 
course  of  the  committee.  -There  was  no  danger 
al  all  to  be  apprehended  from  the  passage  of  the 
bill.  It  had,  in  fact,  been  originally  framed  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  but  subsequently 
greatly  modified  by  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
by  the  addition  of  amendments  such  as  the  com- 
mittee thought  necessary  to  guard  the  Govern- 
ment against  any  possiUilily  af  being  imposed 
upon  by  fraudulent  claims  arising  out  of  the  pos- 
session of  any  portion  of  these  Treasury  notes 
not  held  by  innocent  persons  who  took  them  in 
good  faith. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  on  examining  the  bill,  found, 
as  he  had  suppo.sed,  that  it  was  a  general  bill,  not 
simply  applicable  to  those  cases  alone  identified 
wilh  the  rrcasury  notes  stolen  from  the  New  Or- 
leans custom-house,  but  applicable  to  all  Govern- 
ment securities  as  well  ns  lo  them. 

Mr.  EVANS  assured  the  Senator  he  was  mis- 
taken. The  bill  solely  applied  to  the  Treasury 
notes  stolen  from  the  New  Orleans  custom-house. 
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Mr.  WRIGHT  tliought,  if  it  was  intended  to 
apnly  mereljr  to  thoae  Treasury  notes,  it  ought 
to  uu  so  8peci6cd,  ns  there  wns  nothing  in  the  bill 
itselflo  limit  ils  extension.  The  limitation  should 
certainly  be  to  that  portion  of  the  notes  which 
liad  got  into  the  hands  of  innocent  holders  pre- 
vious to  the  discovery  and  publication  of  the 
thefi;  otherwi.sc  the  purloiners  could,  under  this 
Bct,  easily  contrive  to  get  the  remainder  into  the 
hands  of  liolders  unconscious  of  the  thefl  or  pub- 
lication, so  that  the  Government  would  have  to 
pay  them.  If  this  bill  should  pass  in  its  present 
form,  all  tho.se  Treasury  notes  which  have  not 
got  into  circulation  would  speedily  be  circulated. 

Now,  he  had  supposed  that  all  the  Committee 
on  Finance  would  assume  to  do,  (when  an  indi- 
vidual case  came  into  his  hands  for  presentation, 
and  was  referred  to  that  committee,)  would  be,  to 
frame  some  measure  applicable  merely  to  cases 
occurring  previous  to  the  discovery  and  publica- 
tion of  the  list  of  Treasury  notes  purloined.  I3ut 
this  bill  enacts  that,  whenever  "any  Treasury 
Hote  which  has  been  received  or  redeemed  by  any 
authorized  ofiicerof  theGovcrnmcnt  has  been  sub- 
sequently purloined  or  stolen  and  put  into  circu- 
lation, without  having  upon  it  any  evidence  or 
marks  of  having  bonn  canceled,  and  has  been 
received  by  any  person,  or  institution,  for  a  full 
consideration,  in  the  usual  course  of  business, 
without  notice  or  knowledge  of  the  same  having 
bepn  redeemed  or  received  as  aforesaid,  or  having 
been  ciiiiceled,  or  having  been  purloined  orstolen 
ns  aforesaid,  and  without  any  circunisinnces  ex- 
isting to  create  suspicion  of  the  good  fnith  or  due 
caution  with  which  the  same  may  have  beiMi 
received  by  such  person  or  institution,  he  (the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury)  shoU  be,  ond  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  cause  the  amount  of  such  note 
lo  be  paid  to  the  innocent  holder  thereof,  out  of 
any  inon<  y  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 

Iiriated."  Now,  it  appeared  lo  him  that  the  pur- 
uiners  of  the  notes, or  tlieir  accomplices,  would, 
immediately  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  make  it 
their  business  to  got  ilie  balance  of  the  notes  yet 
ill  their  hands  into  circulation,  fur  their  value,  to 
innocent  persons,  who  could  comply  with  ail  the 
conditions  requisite  to  insure  their  payment  at  the 
Treasury,  lie  would  ask,  was  there  not  at  least 
great  danger  that,  in  passing  such  a  law,tenipla- 
lioii  would  be  given  to  clerks  and  agents  who  are 
daily  in  the  receipt  of  Treasury  notes  to  couiite- 
imnce  the  circulation  of  these  caucclcd  notes.'  It 
appeared  lo  him  that  the  bill  ought  to  be  limited 
to  cases  occurring  previous  to  the  publication  of 
the  Treasury  list  of  the  stolen  notes;  but  while 
he  said  this,  he  did  not  say  that  he  was  himself 
prepared  to  go  even  so  far  os  that. 

Mr.  DAYTON  requested  the  bill  would  be  read. 

The  bill  was  read,  as  follows: 

Be  it  eitacttd  by  tke  Senate  aitd  Howe  of  Repreientaticrf 
of  the  United  atatei  of  America  in  Cons^e^'  asscmhlcdf 
Tlial  wheuover  it  nUM  niiprar,  to  the  satUlaction  of  the 
Hvcreuiry  of  the  Trea*iir}",  ii|»on  due  proof  irikcii  in  llm 
luuniior  lierclnafttT  directed,  ttiat  niiy'J'reniiiiry  note  vvliich 
lias  buen  receiVL-d  or  redeemed  l>y  any  autiiorised  olfifor  of 
tlic  Guvcrinnentllai,  l)uc>nhUb<L'qm*iitly  imrlolueil  or  stolen, 
and  jtut  Into  circulation,  without  liavlng  up<in  it  any  evi- 
dence or  niark^  of  linvliije  been  canct'Ied,  am)  ha^  been  n-- 
ccived  tiy  any  perbun  or  tuftUluUon,t4>r  al'ultconsidenuion, 
In  the  usual  ciairse  of  liusini-t:^,  tvilttout  notice  or  liiiowl- 
cdge  of  tlic  ^auie  having  been  redeemed  or  received  as 
aforcfiaid,  or  having  been  canceled,  or  h.-ivln:;  bei-n  pur- 
loined or  stolen  as  aforesaid,  and  without  any  circuni- 
iitances  existing  to  create  suspicion  of  llietjoodlaitli  or  due 
caution  iviUi  whieli  lli«  eanie  may  have  becu  received  by 
eueli  piirson  or  institution,  lie  shall  I*e,  and  hereby  is, 
nutliorlKed  to  cause  the  uinount  of  t^ur-h  noti^  to  be  paid  to 
the  iiin[>cent  liolder  thereof,  out  of  any  luoiiey  in  the 
'I'rejisury  not  otiierwitte  appropriated  :  Provided,  "Tlial  the 
facts  upon  winch  any  liueli  payment  sliall  be  luadft  I'hall 
lie  proved  by  the  oatli  of  a  credible  witness  or  witnesses, 
fallen  betore  any  judge  of  tlielTnlted  States,  In  openctnirt, 
wln»  sliuli  certify  lo  the  credibility  of  siicli  witness  or  wit- 
nesses, iu  tlie  iM-esenee  of  tlie  district  attorney  of  the  United 
tjtates  {\ir  said  disuict,  who  shall  appear  oij  behalf  of  the 
United  Sliites,  and  propound  sueli  interrogatories  as  be 
may  deem  neee«sarylor  tin*  discovery  of  llie  whole  truth 
eoimected  with  said  examination ;  all  whicii  evidence 
shall  be  iransmitteil  to  the  Secretary  of  the  'I'reasury,  and 

fireserved  In  hfi  Uepirtment ;  and  all  willful  false  swear- 
ng,  upon  such  exaniiiialion,  shall  he,  mid  hereby  is,  de- 
4-liiieil  to  be  perjury,  and  liable  to  tile  punisliment,  for  that 
olTeuse,  prescrilHMrity  the  InvM  of  the  United  Stales  :  Jltul 
yrovt'led  further.  That  a  statement  iif  all  Treasury  notes 
paid  uiider  the  provisious  of  this  .let,  wiUiin  the  fireeeding 
year,  shall  be  submitted  to  Congress  with  the  annual  report 
of  the  Seerr-tary  of  the  Treasury  in  relation  lo  the  finanncs. 
ISec.  3.  Jiud  be  it  further  cnaeted,  Tlial  when  any  ollicer 
or  agentof  Uie  United  tf  tales,  duly  auUiorized  lo  receive, 
or  redeem,  or  cancel  any  Treasury  notes  issued  by  author- 
ity of  law,  h;is  received,  or  sliall  receive,  or  has  paid,  or 
siLill  p:iy,  any  Treasury  note  which  had  been  previously 
recei  ved  or  redceaied  by  any  otJiccr  or  ageiii  liaviiig  author- 


ily  to  receive  or  redeem  such  note,  and  which  had  subac- 
qucnUy  Ihereto  been  purloined  and  put  into  circiilalion, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  upon  full  and  satisfactory 
proof  that  the  same  had  been  received  or  paid  in  giwd  faith, 
and  in  the  exercise  of  ordinary  prudenci^  may  allow  ti 
credit  for  the  amount  of  such  note,  to  tlie  ollicer  or  asent 
so  receiving  or  paying  the  same;  and  all  credits  which 
have,  befitre  the  passaye  of  this  act,  been  allowed  in  such 
cases, and  laidersuch  circumstances, are  herebysanelioned. 

Mr.  EVANS  had  no  desire  or  intention  to  con- 
tinue discussion  upon  this  matter.  U  was  plainly 
to  be  seen,  by  the  bill  itself,  that  it  was  so  care- 
fully guartled  that  none  but  6onn  fide  holders  of 
Ihe  stolen  Treasury  notes,  unconscious  of  any 
fraud  at  the  time  of  taking  them,  could  benefit  by 
the  law;  and  it  was  right  and  proper  that  such 
innocent  holders  should  not  be  allowed  to  suffer 
by  their  confidence  in  the  public  fivitli.  The  holder 
of  any  such  note,  applying  for  payment,  or  credit 
on  it,  is  required  to  go  into  public  court  and  sub- 
mit to  the  cross-examination  of  the  district  attor- 
ney as  to  the  manner  in  which  it  came  into  his 
hands.  Itappeared  lo  him  to  be  impossible, under 
the  rigid  scrutiny  required  by  the  bill,  that  any 
fraud  could  be  practiced  on  the  Government.  As 
to  excluding  those  who  did  not  obtain  the  notes 
now  in  iheir  hands  till  after  the  publication  of  the 
Treasury  list,  it  was  obvious  that  great  hardship 
and  injustice  might  arise  from  such  a  liinilatiun. 
In  many  portions  of  the  United  Slates  it  was  well 
known  that  such  public  notices  were  not  seen  for 
six  months  after  they  appeared  in  this  city  or 
in  New  York;  and,  no  doubt,  in  many  instances, 
they  were  never  heard  of  at  all. 

Mr.  SIMMONS  inquired  what  amount,  out  of 
the  J100,000of  the  Treasury  notes  purloined  from 
the  custom-honse  of  New  Orleans,  would  fall 
upon  the  Treasury  under  this  bill.  He  under- 
stood it  to  be  stated  at  from  twenty  to  thirty  thou- 
sand dollars. 

Mr.  EVANS  observed  that  the  Treasury  De- 
partment had  lakenevery  step  necessary  to  ascer- 
tain that  fact,  and  had  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  portion  of  the  stolen  notes  put  into  cir- 
culation, and  liable  to  redemption  under  this  bill, 
did  not  exceed  the  amount  stated  by  the  Senator 
from  Rhode  Island. 

Mr.  DAYTON  did  not  mean  lo  say  he  would 
not  vote  for  the  bill  as  it  now  stood;  but  he  would 
submit  to  the  chairman  of  thci'inance  Committee 
whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  let  all  cases 
arising  ofter  the  publication  of  the  Treasury  list 
stand  upon  their  own  special  merits,  by  leaving 
them  for  special  legislation  as  each  claimant  ap- 
pears. He  confessed  there  was  much  difficulty 
in  legislating  by  a  general  bill  on  such  an  occa- 
sion as  this.  Perhaps  <eome  of  that  dilHculty 
might  be  removed  by  limitation;  for  instance,  the 
word  "  heretofore  "  in  the  proper  place  in  the 
bill  would  confine  its  operations  lo  cases  occurring 
previous  lo  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  EVANSdid  not  consider  that  of  the  slight- 
est consequence;  the  language  of  the  bill,  as  it 
now  stands, being  that "  any  Treasury  note  which 
ha3  been,"  &c.,  applying  to  past  time. 

Mr.  DAYTON  submitted  that,  in  acts  of  legis- 
lation, such  phraseology  applied  to  future  tune 
us  well  as  post  time. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  suggesled  that,  instead  of 
the  word  "  heretofore,"  the  words  "  previous  to 
the  possago  of  this  bill,"  might  be  iii.serted. 

Mr.  EVANS  had  no  objection  lo  the  adoption 
of  that  suggestion. 

By  general  assent,  these  words  were  inserted 
in  the  first  section,  so  as  to  make  it  read  thus: 
"  any  Treasury  nole  which  has  been  received  or 
redeemed  prerioxis  to  the  passage  of  this  act,"  &c. 

The  bill  was  then  passed. 

EXECUTIVE  SESSION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ARCHER,  the  special  order 
was  called;  and  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the  con- 
sideration of  executive  business. 

After  some  hours  S])ent  therein,  the  doors  were 
reopened,  and  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
TutinsDAT,  May  23,  1844. 
The  Journal  having  been  read, 
Mr.  COBB  asked  the  general  consent  of  the 
House  to  introduce  the  proceedings  and  resolu- 
tions of  a  meeting  held  tn  the  Suite  of  Georgia, 
in  favor  of  the  annexation  of  Texas." 

The  SPEAKER  said  thai  there  was  a  motion 
already  pending  to  suspend  tlie  rules. 


Mr.  COBB  hoped  the  resolutions  would  be  re- 
ceived by  general  consent.  No  genileman,  be 
presumed,  oljiected. 

Mr.  WHITE  said  he  would  not  object  to  the 
reception  of  the  resolutions,  but  would  object  to 
their  being  printed. 

Mr.  COBB  said  that  resolutions  from  other 
States,  on  the  same  subject,  had  been  mxwti 
ami  printed  by  order  of  the  House;  and,  u  a 
Representative  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  be  vas 
not  prepared  to  draw  a  distinction  between  Ihe 
citiuna  of  that  State  and  the  citirens  of  other 
States.  If  the  House  chose  lo  make  thedutiiK- 
lion,  he  must  acquiesce;  but  it  was  hiiduju 
insist  on  the  printing. 

Mr.  WHITE  said  that  it  never  had  bctolbe 
practice  of  the  House  to  print  any  other  letob- 
tions  than  those  coming  from  a  State.  If  thcpn- 
tleman  persisted  in  moving  the  printing  of  the 
rcstilutions,  he  must  object  to  their  reception. 

Mr.  COBB  moved  the  suspension  of  thenilei, 
to  enable  liim  lo  offer  the  resolutions. 

The  SPEAKER  said  there  was  a  moliniBl- 
ready  pending  to  suspend  the  rules  to  rcceivea 
resolution  from  the  gentleman  from  Tennctaee. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  pcndirr  no- 
tion to  suspend  tlie  rules;  and  it  wosdetiuditia 
the  negative. 

Mr.  COBB  moved  to  suspend  the  ndeitoR- 
ccivc  his  resolutions. 

Mr.  WHITE  called  for  the  yc»s  and  raja; 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  WHITE  called  for  the  reading  of  the  cap- 
tion of  the  resolutions;  and  the  reading  of  the 
resolutions  themselves  being  called  for  bjraei- 
eral,  they  were  read. 

Mr.  WHITE  moved  acall  of  the  House,aiiil 
called  for  the  yeas  and  iinys  on  the  question. 

The  question  being  put  on  the  motion  forioll 
of  the  House,  it  was  rejected — ayes  42,  noea  131. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  motion  to 
suspend  the  rules;  on  which  the  yeaa  luid  nayi 
were  taken,  and  resulted — yeas  75,  naya99;a» 
follows: 

VE.\.S — Messrs.  Arrington,  .Mkinson,  Dayly,  Btbet, 
Edward  J.  Utaek,  James  Black,  James  .\.  Black,  Black- 
well,  Uower,  William  J.  llrown,  Burke,  Burt,  CaUvtll, 
Shepherd  Cary,  Augustus  .\.  Chapman,  Kruben  Cha|iwi, 
Clinch,  Clinton,  Cobb,  Culbnn,  Uaidcl,  Jkbn  W.  Uirll, 
Delict,  Dromgoole,  Elmer,  Karlee,  Foster,  Gogeio,  B«- 
metl,  Haralson,  Hays,  Holmes,  Hoge,  Houston,  lli|ka, 
James  U.  Hunt,  I'iiarles  J.  Ingersoll,  Jamesoo,  Aidn* 
Jolinson,  George  W.Jones.  Kirkpatrlek,  Labrancbe,  Liz- 
ard, Lucas,  Lumpkin,  McCauslen,  .McCleUaad,  HeOtf- 
iiand,  McConnell,  McDowell,  Murphy,  Ncwlon,  IfflO*, 
Emery  T).  Potter,  Oavirl  H.  Held.  Kelfr,  Rokoti,  tmt, 
Saunders,  Slidell,  John  T.  Smith,  Tlionuj  SnillljMea 
Smith,  Steenrod,  Stephens,  SUIes,  Stone,  T«yliw,Tk«»- 
son.l'ibbalts,  Tueker,  Wentworth,  Woodwairi,  Jwefk A. 
Wright,  and  Yost — "."i. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Abbott,  Adam-  ViBv 

ringer,  Barnard,  Benton,  Brengb  ,  ■-'■-'  ■ 

Milton  Brown,  Jeremiah  Itrowo,  I.  .i,  i .; 

tin,  Causin,  Clingman,  Collamer,  Cr.insti.'ii-  Uaea,  ItaiTBa, 
Garrett  Davis,  ltich.ard  D-  Davis,  Dean,  IVheny,  Dlclej, 
Dickinson,  Dillingham,  Ouiilap,  Elli<|  FliinDcr,  FM, 
Glddings,  Byrain  IJrccn,  Willis  Green,  Cridor,  Hale,  Iho- 
lin,  Harilin,  Harper,  Derrick,  Hubl)ell,  W«»)ii)i»l«i  H"J 
Joseph  It.  Ingersoll,  Irvin,  Jenks,  Cave  Johnson. Petlrr"- 
Johnson,  John  P.  Kennedy,  Daniel  P.  King.  Pre-l«iSi» 
Maelay.  Marsh,  Mcllvaine,  McKav,  Edw.-inl  I-  H"^ 
Morse,  Moselcy.  Nes,  Parmenlcr,  Pii.rnti,  PelbvtSII* 
U.  Poller.  Prau,  Preston,  Purdy,  I!  i 
Reding,  Killer,  Kobinsoii,  Kocku 
John,  Sample,  Schenek,  Senter,  .'^^ 
mour,  Thomas  H.  Seymour,  Simons,  .Mb-Tt  Dmitri,  "-j^* 
U.  Smith,  Stetson,  Andrew  !5lew.art.  John  8tewati,sliW(, 
Summers,  Thomassan,  Tildcn,  Tyler,  Vanc«,  XtamHO, 
Vinton,  While,  Williams,  VVinlhrop,  and  Wdlian  WttIB 
—99. 

So  the  rules  were  not  suspended,  two  tbiroiBOl 
voting  in  the  affirtnatiTc. 

NAVY  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKAY,  tlie  House  reaoW 
itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  ihe 
Union,  (Mr.  Dromgoole  in  the  chair,)  and  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  the  nafal  nppropna- 
tion  bill. 

Mr.  RATHBUN  moved  an  addiuoiuil  lectiw 
to  the  bill. 

On  the  question  of  its  adoption,  the  "'^•*' 
taken  by  lellers,  and  were — ayes  66,  noea  38;  "• 
quorum. 

Oil  the  second  count,  llterc  were — ayes 71,1*' 
36;  still  no  quorum  voting. 

Mr.  McDowell  moved  that  the  comntfW 
rise. 

On  this  motion  the  vole,  taken  by  tellers,  •■ 
— ayes  4,  noes  116. 

So  the  committee  refused  to  rise;  and  atjim"* 
voted. 
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23th  Congress,  1st  Session 


FRIDAY,  MAY  31,  1844. 


Mr.  Kat(idi;h's  amendment,  nfter  being  modi- 
fied in  compliance  Willi  sujgealions  from  various 
members,  wan  read. 

Mr.  ADAMS  inquired  whether  an  additional 
penally  han  ever  been  affixed  to  a  misdemeanor 
or  felony  by  a  provmo  in  this  manner.  He  de- 
sired to  know  whetlier  it  was  constitutionally 
•within  the  power  of  Congress  to  affix  a  new 
penalty  in  addition  to  lliose  which  already  ex- 
isted. ' 

The  CHAIRMAN  called  Uie  genUcman  from 
IVlassachusetts  to  order. 

Tlie  qucslion  was  put  on  the  adoption  of  the 
amendment;  and  there  were— ayes  75,  noes  50. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky,  offered  the  follow- 
ing; which  was  adopted: 

^nH  U  it /uTiltncnacttd,  Tlmt  there  be,  and  l«  hereby, 
nppn.priiil,;il,  lor  ihc  piitcl.ase  of  American  watiT-rutlcj 
llfuip  for  llif  u»c  of  Iht  Navy,  the  turn  i.f  $50,000. 

Mr.  McKAY  offered  the  followiMgamcndment: 
.M  U  U  Jmlhcr  macted.  That  the  following  sunjs  be, 
niid  Uit  ^a^lu  aru  lien-liy,  apprf)prial.d  to  supply  dcflcleri- 
cit^a  Ml  lilt  appropriations  for  li.e  naval  gcrvico,  iiiadu  for 
lie"d,n"""' ""■*""  ■'"'"'■'  "*^'''""'  "'"'"••'  U'e  following 
Kor  the  p;iy  of  «ii|K.rinti-ii.lfnl,,  naval  constructor.,  and 
812,<wi).  """".sliiun.1-  of  llie  several   luvy-yirdj. 

For  till- iiirrL-ast-,rc[Kilr,armaniciit,nnd  equipment  of  the 

Navy , uiHiniar  and  ii-ar of  v.ascis  in  coinoii.sion, ftliij.ouo 

"w  U";  'omplecion  of  au  Iron  sl.an.<r  on   Lir:iii™ani 

Hunlet  .  plan,  and  now  In  cour<c  orcunslruelion  at  l-liu- 

Durg,  I'cnusyivania,  g-,>ou,(IOU. 

Kor  coniiiiu.iii  i-ipinsc-s  iriuincraled,  8300,000. 

rorcnniinspin  ei|K.ns<is  not  i-numcralid,  41.500. 

foi  sieaincrs  on  Hit  lakes,  ieiij,3uo  83 

...^'"/^.V""""*  '"'  ""  '',"■>'  ""^''"il"?  iransponaiion  and 
d?,.,hf  sSlor-  ■"  ""-■  '""""'""-■3  "".  or  the  sale  of 

Mr.  McK.  culled  for  the  reading  of  a  commu- 
nication showing  that  ihc  appropriation  coiitem- 
pliih;d  III  (lie  amendment  was  necessary  to  pro- 
vide for  d.  ficuncies  of  the  lost  year;  and  it  was 
read  nccunliiisly. 

Mr.  ms  E.NgLe  wished  to  inquire  of  the  chair- 
man of  the  Commiilee  of  AViiys  and  Means  if 
ihis large  appropriation  was  intended  for  the  op- 
*'''i'i""?,'}r,Vjf  »n"'>'l'-""  ill  the  Gtilf  of  Mexico' 

Mr,  HOUSTON  objected  to  any  question  of 
the  kind. 

Mr  ADAMS  objected  to  the  amendment  as 
out  of  oid.r,  on  the  ground  that  uU  appropria- 
tions must  be  considered  in  the  Commiilee  of  the 
Whole. 

The  CHAIRMAN  said  that  the  House  was 
acting  in  ilic  Conimiuoe  of  ilie  Whole. 

Mr.  ADAMS  replied  ihat  no  discussion  was 
allowed,  and  therefore  the  amendment  was  out  of 
order. 

The  CHAIRMAN  said  that  the  amendment 
"m"'  VI^*^''  ""*'  '''^"■••'"'on  ^I'as  not  in  order 

Mr.  .•yOAMS  was  pioceeding  to  discuss  the 
point  of  order,  wlun 

The  CHAIRMAN  called  him  to  order,  and 
asked  if  lie  aimealcd  from  ihe  decision  just  made. 

Mr.  ADAAJb  said  that  lie  did,  and  called  for 
ine  yeas  and  nays. 

The  CHAlR.llAN.  The  yeas  and  nays  can- 
not  be  taken  in  llie  Commiilee  of  the  Whole 
L>oes  the  genllenum  call  for  tellers  ' 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  that  he  did,  and  again  com- 
menced discussins:  the  point  of  order 

The  CHAIRMAN  called  him  to  order  again, 
and  informed  him  thai  lie  could  not  be  pcriuiued 
to  discuss  It. ' 

Mr  ADAMS  read  a  rule  of  the  House  which, 
he  said,  sustained  ihc  point  raised  by  him 

The  CHAIRMAN  dnected  the  reading  of  the 
ru  e  which  provided  (or  ihe  suspension  of  the 
rules  so  as  to  ta4ceijills  out  of  the  Commiilee  of 
tile  Wliole. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  ihe  appeal, 
snd resulted  insusiaining  thedecisionof  iheChair 
—ayes  /3,  noes  40. 

Thequesiioii  recurriiigon  Mr.  McKat 'samond- 
mcnt, 

Mr  BARNARD  called  for  tellers. 

lellers  were  ordered. 

Mr.  McKAY  then,  by  permission,  observed 


that  this  amendment  was  offefed  by  direction  of 
the  Commiilee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  it  was 
to  supply  a  deficit  in  the  appropriations  of  the 
last  year.  As  the  amendment,  however,  had  pro- 
duced someexcitement  in  Ihccomiiiiitee,  he  would 
withdraw  it,  and  bring  ihe  proposition  forward 
in  a  separate  bill. 

Mr.  KING-,  of  Massachusetts,  proposed  an 
amendment  to  prohibit  spirit  rations  and  to  sup- 
ply money  as  a  substitute. 

The  vote  on  this  amendment  was  taken  bv 
Messrs.  Win-throp  and  C.  Johnson,  as  tellers; 
and  resulted— ayes  71,  noes  36;  being  less  than  a 
quorum. 

The  CHAIRMAN  said  there  was  evidently  a 
quorum  present,  and  gentlemen  were  requested 
to  vote  on  one  side  or  the  other,  as  they  were  re- 
quired to  do  by  the  rules  of  the  House. 

The  vote  was  again  taken;  and  there  were— 
ayes  75,  noes  49.  • 

So  the  amendment  was  ogreed  to. 
Mr.  HALE  submitted  an  amendment  for  the 
abolition  of  corporal  punishment  in  the  Navy  and 
niarine  corps,  and  the  repeal  of  all  laws  author- 
rizing  corporal  punishment. 

The  vote  (taken  by  Messrs.  Sample  and  Bav- 
LT  as  tellers)  was— ayes  53,  noes  39;  no  quorum 
voting.  ^ 

The  CHAIRMAN  again  respectfully  called 
"P""  gentlemen  to  vote  as  the  rules  required. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  offered  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment,  to  the  effect  that  no  order  for  shorten- 
ing sail  on  ship-board  shall  be  obligatory  without 
the  concurrence,  by  vote,  of  a  majonly  of  the 
ship  scompany.  [Laughter.]  That,  he  remarked, 
would  be  at  least  democratic. 

The  vole  on  the  amendment  to  the  amendment 
was  taken   by  Messrs.  Sample  and  Bayly,  as 
lellers;  and  twenty-three  voted  in  the  affirmative 
It  was  then  abandoned. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  amendment 
of  the  geiillcman  from  New  Hampshire  on  which 
the  vote  was  taken  by  the  same  tellers,  and  re- 
sulted—ayes 67,  noes  63. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
a/^iJ-'^«  eommiltee  then  rose,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
McKAV,  and  reported  the  bill,  with  its  amend- 
ments, to  tlie  House. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  lhat  the  qucslion  was 
on  agreeing  to  the  amendments  of  the  committee. 
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ANNEXATION  OF  TEXAS. 

Mr.  COBB  said  he  did  not  desire  to  say  any- 
thing on  this  bill,  but  to  ask  the  House  to  give 
him  permission  to  introduce  the  resolutions  from 
a  meeting  held  in  his  district,  which  he  had  be- 
fore attempted  to  present  to  the  House;  but 
taking  the  sense  of  the  House,  as  heretofore  ex- 
hibited, to  be  against  the  motion  to  print,  he  would 
now  only  nsk  the  House  to  receive  the  resolu- 
tions, and  he  would  move  that  they  be  laid  unon 
the  table.  ' 

Tlie  SPEAKER  stated  thatthey  could  only  be 
received  by  general  consent. 

No  olijeclions  were  made. 

Mr.  COBB  moved  that  the  resolutions  be  laid 
^pon  ihe  table. 

The  SPEAKER  was  putting  the  question  on 
tliat  motion,  whin 

Mr.  C.J.INGERSOLL  rose,  and  asked  the 
genllenian  from  Georgiit  to  withdraw  his  motion, 
to  enable  him  (Mr.  I.)  to  substitute  another 

Mr.  COBB  assented. 

Mr.  C  J.  INGERSOLL  was  proceeding  to 
address  the  House;  when 

Mr.  DEAN  asked  if  the  gentleman  was  in 
order. 

Mr.  WHITE  rose  to  a  point  of  order.  He 
contended  iliat  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  had 
obtained  permission  to  present  the  resolutions, 
with  the  condition  that  they  should  be  laid  upon 
the  table.  Under  no  oilier  circiinislanccs  would 
the  unanimous  consent  of  the  House  have  betii 
(.granted;  and  hence  the  gentlemati  from  Prnn.iyl- 
vania  could  not  now  go  on  and  change  the  posi- 
tion of  the  resolutions  before  the  House,  leave 
having  been  given  for  a  specific  purpose. 


Mr  DROMGOOLE  replied  that  he  had  not 
waived  any  of  his  privileges,  and  contended  that 
he  retained  the  right  to  make  any  motion  in  rela- 
tion to  the  ilispositioii  of  these  resolutions.  The 
House  gave  its  consent  to  the  introduction  of  tha 
resolutions  with  the  understanding  that  it  was  to 
be  followed  up  by  a  motion  on  which  the  House 
would  be  called  to  acl. 

Mr.  WHITE  said  the  proposition  was  a  joint 
one,  to  receive  and  lay  on  the  table 

Mr.  DROMGOOLfe  dissented,  and  said  the 
resolutions  having  been  received,  it  was  compe- 
tent fornnygenileman  to  move  to  make  some 
other  disposition  of  the  resolutions 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  was  proceeding  to 
make  some  observations;  when 

Mr.  WHITE  interposed,  and  called  fora  decis- 
ion on  his  point  of  order  by  the  Chair 

Mr.  C  J".  INGERSOLL  said  he  had  supposed 
he  should  have  had  the  privilege  of  debate  in  this 
free  country. 

•  The  SPEAKER  said  the  Chair  had  been  called 
upon  to  decide  the  point  of  order,  which  was  not 
a  debatable  question. 

Mr.  C.  J.  ING ERSOLL  slated  his  impressions 
of  Ihc  facis  of  the  case. 

Mr.  COBB  followed,  giving  them  in  substance 
as  above  stated. 

The  SPEAKER  overruled  the  point  of  order 
of  the  "enilemnn  from  Kentucky. 

Mr.  WIIITEappealed  from  the  decision  of  the 
Cliair.  He  again  recapiiuluted  the  circumstances 
under  which  the  resolutions  were  brought  before 
the  House,  and  reiterated  the  assertion,  that  if 
the  proposition  of  the  genlleman  from  Georgia 
had  not  been  the  .specific  joint  proposition  to  re- 
ceive and  lay  on  the  table,  the  unanimous  assent 
ot  the  House  would  not  have  been  granted;  and 
as  It  was  granted  linder  such  circuinslances,  no 
other  could,  in  good  faith,  be  made;  and,  in  fact, 
the  general  undersunding  under  which  the  reso- 
lutions came  in,  relieved  llie  Chair  from  the  ne- 

*'n'^"'pi°'^ '"""""  '''"  1'"-'s'i"i'  on  Ihe  reception  at 
all.  .  The  resolutions  had  been  received  by  unan- 
imous consent,  with  the  express  view  to  the 
motion  to  lay  them  on  the  table  being  made,  and 
any  other  motion  in  reference  to  them  would  be 
out  of  order. 

Mr.  COBB  observed  lhat  he  did  not  consider 
any  oihcr  motion,  save  a  motion  to  print,  would 
be  incon.sistent  wilh  the  consent  granted  by  the 
House;  but  as  adiffercnt  view  seemed  to  be  taken 
by  some  gentlemen,  with  the  consent  of  the  gen- 
1  eman  from  Pennsylvania,  and  in  case  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky  would  withdraw  his  point 
or  order,  he  would  renew  the  motion  to  lay  the 
resolutions  upon  the  table. 
The  gentleman  alluded  to  having  assented, 
Mr.  COBB  renewed  ihe  motion  to  lay  the  res- 
olutions on  the  table;  which  motion  was  adopted. 
Mr.  DEAN  moved  lhat  the  rules  be  suspended, 
jn  order  that  the  House  might  resolve  itself  into 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  stale  of  the 
Union; 

and  on  this  motion  he  asked  the  yeas  and  nays. 
The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered;  and,  on 
division,  the  vote  was — ayes  .56,  noes  84. 
The  rules  were  not  suspended. 
Mr.  DUNCAN  moved  a  su.fpension  of  ihe  rules 
for  the  purpose  of  going  into  the  Committee,  of  the 
Whole  to  lake  up  the  bill  extending  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  United  States  over  the  Territory  of 
Oregon. 

The  SPEAKER  remarked  that  the  House  had 
no  authority  to  direct  what  business  should  be 
taken  up  by  the  committee. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  then  moved  that  ihe  House 
adjourn. 

riie  motion  was  negatived. 
Mr.  DUNCAN  renewed  his  motion  for  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rules,  lhat  the  House  might  resolve 
itselfiiilo  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  Ihe  Union;  and  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 
The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 
The  vote  was  taken  by  tellers;  and  resulted — 
ayes  43,  noes  82. 
So  tile  rules  were  not  suspended. 


■t  '^^<'  -^«'  -'M*^ 


POST  OFFICE  Al'l'llOPRIATlON  BILL. 

Mr.  McKAY  inquired  what  was  the  first  busi- 
ness in  nrilcrr 

The  SPEAKER  replied  ihjit  the  first  business 
in  ordrrwas  the  bill  makinj;  a|)|)ro|Mi;\tions  fur  the 
Post  Office  Deparlmer.t,  which  had  been  reported 
from  the  Comuiittce  of  the  Whole,  with  anieiid- 
nienis. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  ."iaid  ho  believed  there  were 
some  bills  relating  to  the  District  of  Columbia, 
wliich  had  been  reported  to  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER  remarked  that  the  positive 
direction  of  the  rujf  was,  that  appropriation  bills 
should  have  precedence  over  all  other  bills. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  the  FostOdicc  Deparlment;  the  pend- 
ing question  bein<r  on  the  amendment  to  abolish 
tile  ollice  of  Post  Odice  agents. 

Mr.  ELM  ER  opno.si'd  the  amendment.  These 
agents  had  exisleil  colemporaneously  with  the 
Post  Office  itself.  And  they  v.'ei  e  asked  to  abolish 
this  otfice  because  it  was  allc  i;i)d  thai  the  agents 
did  not  fulfill  their  duties  as  Ihey  ought;  antl  that 
they  interfered  in  electioneering.  This  might  be 
true;  but  he  would  asl;  were  tliey  prepared  to 
abolish  a  necessary  nlSee  becaus''  those  intrusted 
with  the  duties  of  that  ollice  had  abused  their  trust.' 
What  ofncc  v/as  there  in  the  gift  of  the  Govern- 
ment that  was  not  liable  more  or  le.ss  tobealjusej 
by  those  appoinled  to  fill  such  ollice.'  This  was 
the  ca.so  under  all  Ailmiiiistrations,  and  would  be 
30  long  as  human  nature  remained  (he  same. 
The  ciflice  he  considered  to  be  a  most  imporlniit 
one  for  the  welfare  of  the  Po.st Office  Department, 
in  ferreting  out  abu.si.'s  and  detecting  frauds;  and 
lie  trusted  the  House  would  not  rnshly  delermiue 
to  abolish  the  ollice. 

Mr.  HUDSON  said  he  concurred  with  thegeir- 
tieman  in  most  of  bis  remarks.  He  believed  it 
was  necessary  that  agents  should  be  employed  by 
the  Post  Office  Department;  but  the  tpiestion  was 
whether  it  could  not  be  done  just  as  elieciualiy, 
nnd  with  loss  expejise  to  the  Government,  by 
employing  special  agents  whenever  cases  occur 
requiring  their  .services.  He  saw  no  necessity  for 
employing  |iermaiicnt  ngemsawilli  salaries  of 
twelve  or  iifleen  hundred  clollai'S  each,  when  the 
same  service  could  as  well  or  better  be  rendered 
by  temporary  agents;  and  be  believed  that  the 
nppro|)riulioii  of  §,'3,000  would  be  amply  sufficient 
to  coverall  ihe  necessary  e.\[n<mses. 

Mr.  HAKDIN  did  not  agree  with  the  gentle- 
man who  had  just  lakeii  his  seat  in  ihe  views  e.\- 
prcssed  by  him.  From  whai  he  had  seen  of  these 
upecial  agents  in  bis  Slate,  and  the  .sirvices  they 
rendered,  he  was  convinced  ihat  they  were  indis- 
nensablj^  neces.sary  to  ihe  efficient  service  of  the 
Post  Office  Deparlment.  It  wa.-i  possible  that 
some  improper  persons  might  have  been  appointed 
to  fill  these  offices, and  thatsomeof  them  may  have 
abused  the  trusts  reposed  in  iheiii;  but  that  was  no 
reason  why  their  otiices  should  be  abolished.  We 
must  recollect  (said  lie)  thai  we  are  not  legislating 
for  the  present  Administration,  which  is  soon  to 
go  out  of  office,  but  for  ihe  whole  country  for  two 
years  ahead;  and  therefiirewe  should  not  abolish 
ofiices  useful  to  ihe  country,  because  there  may 
be  one  or  tv.oof  thcmfillid  by  improper  persons. 

Mr.  HALE  observed  that  if  the  money  which 
was  to  go  to  thi;  agents  of  the  Post  office  Depart- 
ment was  to  be  thrown  away  or  u.selessly  spent, 
lie  would  not  say  mie  word.but  let  ilgo  witli  the 
other  thousands  and  millions  which  were  wasted 
ill  a  similar  manner;  but,  believing  that  this 
money  wuii  not  to  be  lliruwn  nway.  Cut  misap- 
plied 111  u  manner  calculated  to  do  great  mischief, 
lie  was  compelled  to  raise  his  voice  against  the 
nppro|1riatiun.  It  was  UU  fortune,  till  he  was 
leiormed  out  of  office  by  this  relorniing  Adinin- 
istralion,  to  serve  the  eounlry  as  prosecuting  at- 
torney in  the  StaU:  of  New  Hampshire;  and, 
during  his  service  in  that  rnp'ncuy,  he  had  never 
known  of  any  mail  depredations  being  detected 
by  these  agents,  but,  on  the  eonirary,  he  had  been 
convinced  that  they  were  of  no  service  in  that 
way  whatever.  IJelieving  the  offices  to  be  not 
only  u.sele33,  but  worse  than  usidess,  he  would 
vole  against  llii'  a[i|iropriations  for  them. 

Mr.  McCLERN.\ND  agreed  with  the  views 
rxpres.'ieil  by  ihe  genth-maii  from  New  Hamp- 
shire,  [Mr.  Hall,]  and  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, [Mr.  ili:DbO.\-.]  He  wus  opposed  to 
llic  ap]iiopriatioii  for  these  Post  Office  agents,  be- 
Ciuise,  so  far  ua  his  obscrvaliou  had  exicudtd,  it 


was  cncouragingprortigacy  in  the  expenditure  of 
the  public  money,  apd  corruption  in  thedis)iensa- 
tion  of  the  patronage  of  the  Government.  It  was 
throwing  into  the  hands  of  the  Executive  some 
$28,000  to  be  employed  for  political  purposes,  and 
in  corrupting  the  virtue  of  ihe  people.  He  believed 
the  ellect  of  this  apjiropriation  would  be  to  enable 
the  Executive  lo  corrupt  the  political  integrily  of 
the  nation  to  ihc  exieiit  of  $28,1100.  He  was  there- 
fore opposed  to  tjie  appropriation,  and  would 
strip  the  Executive  of  the  ]>ower  he  possesses, 
through  these  agents,  lo  tamper  with  the  virtue 
of  the  peOfde. 

There  was  a  time  when  there  was  a  great  out- 
cry against  political  corruption; -but  it  seemed 
that,  under  ihis  Administnition,  it  had  become  so 
common  as  to  pass  almost  v/ithout  notice.  What 
were  the  ends  to  be  ailalned  by  the  einployinent 
of  these  agents.'  It  was  not  so  much  to  ferret 
outfiaudsastoliave political  pandenrs  togoabout 
the  country  and  prostitute  their  offices  for  the  pur- 
poscof  buying  up  voles  to  sustain  the  Administra- 
tion; and  he  was  therefore  opposed  to  I  he  extension 
of  the  executive  patronage  to  be  used  in  this  way. 
Again:  these  agi  ills  interposed  betv.'cen  the  peo- 
|ilc  and  their  Uepiesentativcs  and  the  Govern- 
ment. Tl  *  jw.Mjple  of  a  particular  section  of  the 
country  may  demand  of  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment the  removal  of  an  incompetent  or  unfaithful 
postmaster;  yet  if  that  officer  can  bribe  the  agent 
10  interest  himself  in  his  behalf,  he  is  kei)l  in  of- 
fice, no  mailer  hov/  unworthy  he  may  be.  Again: 
they  interpose  between  the  people  nnd  the  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  people  in  regard  to  mail  facil- 
itie.*.  If  ihe  aitl  of  one  of  lhr*se  ageiils  can  be 
obtained  fur  thai  purpose',  an  ordcrgoes  fm'th  from 
the  Post  (Dilicc  Department  lo  abolish  one  post 
office,  and  establish  another,  though  any  memo- 
rial of  the  peojile,  no  mailer  how  numerously 
signed,  would  fail  to  attain  the  object.  It  was  a 
legitimate  mode  of  discussion  at  this  time,  when 
an  appro|n'iaiion  was  asked  for  to  continue  the 
patronage  of  the  Executive  in  a  certain  channel, 
to  inquire  in  what  manner  it  has  been  heretofore 
used.  At  this  limi:,  when  the  Executive  had  be- 
come a  sort  of  political  auctioneer  with  the  of- 
fices of  the  eounlry,  it  was  proper  for  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  to  inquire  whether  it  was 
not  their  duly  to  curtail  the  amount  of  patronage 
thus  unworthily  disposed  of. 

He  knev.-  the  design  of  ihc  Executive  wa.s  lo 
build  U|)  a  party  to  elect  him  to  the  Presidency, 
though  he  had  ni>  strength  bclore  the  country. 
If  any  one  doubted  this,  let  tliem  inquire  of  what 
materials  the  coming  convention  wa:;  to  be  com- 
posed. If  they  looked  at  the  public  papers,  they 
would  find  that  ihi.s  convention  was  composed  of 
office-holders  or  expectants  of  office;  and  offices 
v.'ere  held  nut  a.",  the  rev/ard  for  those  who  would 
carry  out  the  designs  of  their  leader.  It  is  said 
thai,  at  one  time  of  the  Roman  Pkenublic,  corrup- 
tion had  grown  lo  such  a  IVighttul  extent  that 
offices  were  set  up  lo  sale;  but  he  would  venture 
to  assert  that  the  scenes  that  were  then  eimcled 
were  not  half  so  startling  as  those  tlieydaily  wit- 
nessed. He  was  o))posed  to  this  appropriation, 
because  he  would  not  have  any  agr-nl.s  to  stand 
between  him,  as  the  representative  of  the  peojde, 
and  the  Government. 

He  was  told  that  ihc  Postmaster  General  lis- 
teiK.'d  to  lliese  ageiil.-i,  and  took  theirudvii:e  in  the 
ap[>oinlment  of  postmasters;  and  litat  this  i>rac- 
tie.e  was  become  so  cominoii  as  for  him  lo  make 
ihem  responsible  for  appMiitmenla  so  made. 
Was  the  f-li>use  prepareil  lo  sanction  such  ait 
influence  as  this  ?  What  resjionsibility  was  there 
in  tlie.se  agents  to  the  people  or  the  people's  rep- 
re.sentativis.'  Tiiere  could  lie  none  whatever;  and 
yet  tlu-y  were  told  thai  numerous  appointments 
were  ninde"  on  ihe  recommendation  of  agents  of 
whom  the  people  knew  nothing — of  whom  Con- 
gress knew  noiliing,  and  who  were  only  respons- 
ibli;  to  the  appointing  power. 

After  a  fi'W  more  remarks  from  Mr.  McC  , 

Mr.  SIMONS  oll'ered  an  amendment  to  make 
the  amendment  more  intelligible,  as  he  thought  it 
was  not  understood  by  the  committee.  lie  moved 
to  nmend  the  amendmenl,  so  as  to  m.aiie  it  read 
as  follov.'s: 

^>trjke  otn  the  worils  "  Tor  mr.il  d^iirednliniH  nnd  ppftehi! 
a::eiii.4,  §:W,tiOa,"  uad  iiiiJert  ''tor  iimiI  tt^Tpicdr.tine.H, 
.■SlO.tWJ:  I'rovideJf  Tliut  Utc  ollice  ol' special  ageiil  l>j  here- 
by aboli.-lied." 

Mr.  RATHDUNobseiTed  that  the  amendment 


1'  i^ay  £iO, 

was  to  abolish  the  office  of  special  iigcnl,,iiiapm. 
vide  a  sum  lliat  would  be  suilicieni  lo  dclfct  Lil 
di>predatioiis;  and  he  thought  s5,()0U  amply  «uf. 
ficient  for  that  purpo.sc. 

Mr.  SIMONS  thonglil  the  sum  of  $5,000  loo 
small,  nnd  ^28,000  too  large.  He  would  be  sal. 
isfied,  liowever,  with  an  appropriation  of  110,000 

Mr.  McKAY  explained  lliol  there,  was  no  law 
by  which  these  special  ngenia  were*  appoiiiicj, 
and  thai  the  withdrawalofilicaiipr.ipriniionivoulii 
elTectually  abolish  the  office.  lie  stated  ihai  there 
were  now  ten  such  officers,  nt  salaries  of  $1,200 ' 
per  annum,  the  number  having  been  incrcasfil 
from  seven,  and  their  salaries  reduced  from  (I.ISW; 
and  he  then  read  an  extract  from  a  conimunioj- 
tion  of  the  head  of  the  Posl  Office  Dcparimciil, 
stating  the  duties  of  these  speci.il  a^enu,  noil 
showing  that  their  services  were  laborioua  acil 
valuable.  Thus  there  would  be  one  of  ilustsspoij 
lo  about  three  Slates  or  Terriiories,  in  ihc  dis- 
charge of  important  duties;  and  it  was  ridiculoui 
to  suppose  that  lliese  special  agents, cmployedit 
annual  .claries  of  ^1,2()0  each,  could  comipllh« 
people  of  these  United  States.  He  concluded  by 
moving  the  previous  question.      ' 

.Some  conversation  then  ensued; and ilicprrri- 
ous  question  was  not  seconded;  the  vol«,  lakeo 
by  tellers,  being — ayes  59,  noes  62. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  sjiokc  ai  some  length  oiillit 
duties  and  lemnneralions  of  these  several  ajcnu, 
observing  that  $1,200  per  annum  and ivn dollm 
per  diem  was  not  all,  for  they  were  frankfl from 
one  end  of  the  eounlry  to  the  oilier.  He  eon- 
tended  that  they  coulil  be  dispensed  willi,ind 
spoke  in  favor  of  the  cre.ilion  of  a  fiind  to  defray 
Ihe  expenses  ofdiscovering  mail  defai.-aliims; ml 
said  he  should  vote  for  the  aniendmeiit  of  the 
gentleman  from  Conneclicui,  though  lie  btlii-itd 
half  ihe  sum  mentioned  in  the  amendment  wo«U 
be  sufficient. 

Mr.  RA.THGUN  demanded  theprcviuuKjoti- 
tion. 

The  demand  was  seconded;  and  the  main  ^oe»- 
lion  ordered  to  be  now  put. 

The  main  question  being  upon  the  ameiidinciit 
to  the  amendment,  it  was  agreed  lo. 

1'lie  (.[uestjon  then  being  upon  the  ndoplioD  of 
the  original  amendment,  as  amended,  the  yeil 
and  nitys  were  demanded,  and  oidercd;aiid  iKia* 
taken,  resulted — yeas  72,  nays  81;  as  fullowi: 

YEAS— .Messrs.  .\lihotl.  .Adaius.  Ilnimn,  Jmum  BiKl, 
lli>U'er,  llrenult!,  Ji-reiiilali  Hmwii,  Kiirfcc,  i'viuU,  Cift, 
t'.iii.'nii,  Clliieli,  Cliiiiiiniin,  l>:iu:i,  Garn-ll  Uavi*.  Urtn, 
Delterry,  Dickey,  nh-kiiiiioii,  Diinraii,  Fickliii,  Ki>ti.n'»' 
eiice,  F(H>|,  Willis  Giei'ii,  Crider,  Hair,  ILiiiilin,  Hiiiier, 
Iliidson,  ilungerford,  Peri*'y  It.  Joliiuu.n,  I'rrsloa  Ktat 
Daniel  1".  KiiK!,  I.ccinord,  Mcllcrnnnil.  >!r(V)nniHI.Mfll- 
vniiie,  Kilwalil  J.  .Morri.^,  Jirsppli  .Mtii:.  "  ''  "''tf 
Newton,  riiltcn^uii.  Peyton,  I'lui'niv.  ''• 

riiltcr,  i'urdy,ltatliliiin,  Id'diiig,  Kin  r  m 

R'>«eM,  Suinple,  Sclieiieli.  Seiner,  :  '  "• 

f^inith,  Itoljerl  Sinilli,  Stetson,  John  -  •> 

Tilden,  I'ueker.  Tyler.  Vinton,  Wen:  J- 

lianis.  urni  Winlilrop— Ti. 

.\,\VS— Mirnsr^.  Arriiiclon.  Bayly,  Riillii' 
Black,  Janics  A.  Illaek,  lluwlfn,' Ilrinkrrti. 
WillianiJ.  nri>wii.nnrl,  JfreiiiJali  l-:.(""-     - 
Iteulien  (;itnpt>iaii,  Ausustns  A.  C'lr 
r'n)!U(,  Daniel,  l>aira;;h,  Uirliard  0.  l> 
Droiujruole,  Uunlap,  Kills,  tllin'T,  K^ir 
tianilliett,  Henley.   Ilerrick,    ilmlsl" 
James  It.  Iliiiil,  L'liarietf  J.  Insrersiill. 
Irvin,  Jniiie«()ii,  Jenlc^,  Andrew  Jolin-' 
.\lKlrcw    Kennedy,  Jutiit   I*.  Ki;nie->1 
liranclie,  J.neas,  l.unipkin,  l.ytui,.Ma 
Ciellaiid,  .McKay.  N<Mri>,  IJwrii,  I'ar.n 
t).  I'nlter,  Prall,  Kinu^ey,  Cliarlcs  .M 
Itclle,    lliihrrt.',    llus-ell,  Saundirf, 

SUtipsnii,  tilid'Jll,  SteenrOft,  Htiles,  Si --  - 

Tlamip-on,  Tililialts  Vance,  \Velkr,  lVoodwinl,J*>*» 
A.  \Vri2liI,  and  Yost— 81. 
,So  ihe  amendment  was  rejected. 

Tin-  quesiioa  reciirrid  on  the  cngrnssnifM" 
the  bill,  and  ordering  it  to  a  third  reading;  wl'i'i 
was  uirried. 

The  bill  being  read  the  third  tim?, 

Mr.  SCHENCK  moved  tlinl  the  hill  herrMO- 
milted,  with  instrurtions  lo  amend  by  iiu""'^ 
an  appropriation  of  j,10,COO  for  the  (n-cviniioaa 
frauds  upon  the  Post  OlKce  Defiarinicnl. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR  demanded  the  prcvioas<iKS- 
tion  on  the  passaje  of  the  bill.  , 

Mr.  SCHENCK  moved  that  there  he  « call  M 
the  lioune. 

The  motion  was  reji^cted. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  then  moved  that  tlic  Hoi* 
adjourn;  wliich  motion  was  not  a-ireid  to- 

'riie  demand  for  the  previous  quosiionwa**^ 
on  Jed;  and  the  main  question  ordered  lobttn 
put — being  o.n  the  passage  of  the  bill. 


The  question  being  put,  it  waa  aeciuea  in  tae 
affirmative. 

Mr.  HALE  moved  a  reconsideretion  of  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  was  passed,  and  called  the  pre- 
vious question. 

The  previous  question *\vaa  seconded;  and  the 
main  question  being  put,  it  was  decided  in  thq  neg- 
ative. 

So  tlie  House  refused  to  reconsider  the  vote. 
FORTIFICATION  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKA  Y,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  took 
up  for  consideration  the  amendments  made  by  the 
Senate  to  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  cer- 
tain fortifications. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  were  concurred 
in ;  and  the  bill  was  laid  aside,  to  be  reported  to 
Uie  House. 

LAND  TITLES. 

Mr.  WELLER  moved  that  the  bill  from  the 
Senate  (No.  !20)  to  provide  for  the  legal  adjudica- 
tion of  land  titles  in  Louisiana  and  Arkansas,  and 
in  some  parts  of  Mississippi  and  Missouri,  be 
taken  up. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  that  the  committee  rise; 
which  was  rejecled. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Wei.ler's 
motion;  and  it  was  carried — ayes  88,  noes  28. 

The  bill  having  been  rend  through, 

Mr.  BRENGLE  moved  that  it  be  laid  aside, 
and  that  the  committee  take  up  bill  No.  14;  which 
motion  was  rejected. 

Mr.  SLIOELL  said  he  had  no  disposition  to 

firess  the  discussion  of  the  bill  at  present;  but  as 
le  was  at  a  loss  to  know  what  objection  could  be 
urged  to  it,  he  wished'to  hear  thegentlemon  from 
Tennessee,  [Mr.  C.  Johnson-,]  who,  he  under- 
stood, was  opposed  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  O  JOHNSON  proceeded  to  state  the 
ground  of  some  objections  which  he  should  urge 
against  the  passage  of  this  bill  to-morrow,  or 
Mrhenever  else  it  should  be  discussed.  He  re- 
garded the  bill  as  one  of  very  great  importance, 
and  as  involving  more  property  than  any  bill 
which  hud  been  before  Congress  for  many  years 
past.  It  was  a  bill  which  would  authorize  suits 
against  the  Government  of  the  United  States  for 
from  ten  to  fifteen,  or  perhaps  twenty  million 
acres  of  land;  which,  besides  its  importance,  as 
respects  the  amount  of  properly  involved,  was  a 
direct  violation  of  that  principle  which  had  here- 
tofore prevailed  to  the  prevention  of  suits  against 
the  Government.  If  this  bill  should  pass,  they 
would  not  be  able  to  collect  taxes  sufficient  to  pay 
the  expenses  to  which  the  Government  would 
be  put.  And  again:  if  this  bill  should  become  a 
law,  why  should  not  the  claimanu  under  the 
French  spoliations  be  allowed  to  sue  the  Govern- 
ment? He  went  on  to  enumerate  many  other 
objections  to  the  bill,  and  to  the  forms  of  pro- 
ceedings which  it  would  institute;  and  intimated 
that  he  should  enter  more  elaborately  into  an  argu- 
ment against  it  when  it  should  again  come  up. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PARMENTER,  the  com- 
mittee then  rose  and  reported  the  fortification  bill 
tu  the  House,  and  progress  on  the  land  bill. 

The  fortification  bill  was  taken  up  in  the 
House,  and  the  aiyendments  of  the  committee 
concurred  in. 

PBINTINO  OF  ESTIUATKS. 

Mr.  McKAY  then  moved  the  printing  of  a 
communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
asking  for  appropriations  to  supply  previous 
deficiencies. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

The  foUowIni;  was  prewnted  to-dsy  under  the  rale : 
By  Mr.  STILES :  The  nrocecdlngit  nnd  resolutions  of  a 
meeting  of  the  clilneiis  iif  Chaibnm  county,  Georgia,  Irrs- 
apecUve  of  party,  favonible  to  the  rcnnneialion  of  Teias  to 
ttie  American  Union ;  which  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
millee  on  Foreign  Aflalrs. 


IN  SENATE. 
Pridat,  May  34,  1844. 
The  PRESIDENT ;>ro  tempore  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  communication  from  the  Wor  Depart- 
ment, transmitting  a  report,  in  compliance  with 
the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  2(1  ultimo,  on 
the  practicability  and  probable  expense  of  im- 
proving tbu  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  river  at 
the  Little  Chain. 


Also,  a  communication  trom  the  l  rensury  Ue- 
nartment,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  ot  the 
Senate,  on  the  subject  of  experiments  made  in 
the  light-house  establishment  as  to  the  practica- 
bility of  nsins  gas  instead  of  oil,  and  the  relative 
expenses  of  the  same;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

PETITIONS,  ETC. 

Mr.  BREESE  presented  a  memorial  from  Wil- 
liam L.  D.  Erving  and  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
two  others,  citizens  of  Illinois, in  fuvurof  annex- 
ing Texas  to  the  United  States;  which  was  ordered 
tolie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  JARNAGIN  remarked  that  last  evening 
he  received  a  communication  addressed  to  his 
colleague  and  himself,  containing  the  proceedings 
of  a  meeting  of  Whigs  and  Democrats,  held  in 
the  county  of  Hardeman,  Tennessee,  in  favor  of 
the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United  States, 
and  they  resolve  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives, 
be  requested  to  use  all  proper  means  to  accom- 
plish that  end.  They  say  nothing  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  the  treaty  now  pending  before  the  Senate, 
but  on  the  abstract  pi-oposiiion  of  annexation; 
leaving  the  President  and  Congress  to  use  such 
means  to  accomplish  the  annexation  as.aro  prop- 
er; which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  presented  a  memorial  from 
a  number  of  citizens  of  Boston,  Massachusetts, 
in  favor  of  the  annexation  of  Texas;  which  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  presented  a  memorial  from  cit- 
izens of  Zanesville,  Muskingum  county,  Ohio,  in 
favor  of  the  ratification  of  jTie  treaty  for  the  an- 
nexation of  Texas  to  the  United  Slates. 

Mr.  T.  remarked  that,  In  this  petition,  the  main 
ground  and  reason  for  askiiu;  its  ratification  was 
their  belief  that,  if  the  present  golden  opportunity 
to  consummate  that  object  was  rejected,  Texas, 
from  necessity,  would  be  thrown  into  the  hands 
of  that  grasping  power,  England.  Great  pains 
have  been  taken  to  induce  the  American  people  to 
believe  that,  unless  the  treatyfur  annexing  Texas 
to  theUnited  States  should  be  immediately  ratified, 
it  would  fall  into  the  possession  of  Great  Britain. 
Where  this  conspiracy  to  impose  on  public  cre- 
dulity originated — from  whence  it  proceeded — he 
need  not  say;  it  is  known  to  every  one  here.  In 
all  the  public  journals  of  the  country  devoted  to 
the  present  Executive,  in  all  they  can  dupe  and 
impose  upon,  you  see  this  asserted  and  insisted 
upon.  Faios — great  pains — have  been  taken  to 
induce  the  venerable  patriot  Jackson  to  believe 
this;  and  so  far  have  these  efforts  proceeded,  that 
the  private  secretary  of  the  President  of  Texas 
has  been  sent  to  General  Jackson  to  impress  this 
upon  his  mind;  and  that  it  has  succeeded,  we  have 
evidence  in  the  published  letters  of  that  eminent 
citizen  and  publio  benefactor. 

This,  sir,  is  an  iSlposition;  a  false  and  fraudu- 
lent imposition  attempted  upon  the  mind  of  this 
nation;  and  it  would  have  succeeded  in  producing 
much  more  extensively  the  action  of  the  people 
in  the  form  now  presented  in  favor  of  the  treaty 
if  the  nefarious  conspiracy  had  not  been  defeateif. 
And,  sir,  the  thanks  of  the  nation  are  due  tu  that 
Senator  who,  by  publishing  the  treaty  and  cor- 
respondence, defeated  it. 

The  memorial  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  tabic. 

Mr.  ATCHISON  presented  a  ntemorial  from 
citizens  of  Grand  river  territory,  Missouri,  pray- 
ing for  the  establishment  of  a  mail  route  from  the 
mouth  of  Refuge  river,  in  Clinton  county,  to 
Grand  river;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  presented  a  petition  from 
two  hundred  citizens  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  in 
favor  of  the  ratificotion  of  the  treaty  for  the  an- 
nexation; which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
MEDITEBnANEAN  SQUADRON. 

Mr.  BAYARD  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, (prefacing  it  with  some  remarks  showing 
the  importance  of  its  passage;)  which  was  read, 
and  adopted: 

iioolccd,  That  tlie  Secretary  of  the  N,ivy  be  directed  to 
conimunlcaxc  to  the  Senate  a  copy  of  a  cnntnict  entered 
Into  by  the  Hccrcuiry  of  llic  Nnvy  in  1833,  with  I'itcil, 
Urothcrs  &  Co.,  for  the  supply  of  niiincy  to  the  Mcrltterra- 
ncan  squadron,  together  with  any  citangc  or  niodifieatlon 
of  thu  :*afoc  which  may  have  been  subscquenlly  made ;  and 
that  be  inform  the  Hcnnte  whether  said  contract  han  bi*en 
temjinated  by  the  ordty  of  tliG  Navy  Depaitmcnt ;  and,  if 
so,  the  reasons  for  eucb  order ;  and  that  he  lulbno  the  Sen- 


ate wneuier,  during  the  existence  of  such  contract,  any 
other  mode  was  adopted  to  remit  money  to  said  squadson  ; 
and.  If  so,  the  rea.«ons  therefor,  nnd  the  expense  of  sucU 
attempt.  Also,  that  he  communicate  tn  the  Senate  a  copy 
of  any  contmcl  entered  Into  for  the  same  purpoitc  since  the 
termination  of  the  said  fir^t  named  contract,  tngetherwith 
all  liie  papers,  correspondence,  reporuf,  nnd  examinations 
of  the  aecotints  of  said  Fitch,  Drotbcrs  Al  Co.,  relating  to 
their  said  contract,  connected  with  or  growing  out  of  the 
terminalian  of  the  same  by  the  said  Department,  wlilcli 
have  bc<'n  made  under  lis  order,  together  with  copies  of  all 
letirrj  from  said  lmu:ic  to  tlie  President,  In  posuession  of 
Ills  Department,  having  reference  to  said  contract. 

ARMY  UGTRENCIIHENT  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HANNEGAN,  the  Senate 
took  up  for  consideration  the  order  submitted  by 
him  yesterday: 

That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  House  requesting  that 
the  bill  regulating  the  pay  nf  the  Army,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses, may  be  reiurned  tu  the  Senate  for  its  furtlier  action 
thereon. 

Mr.  H.  called, for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  its 
adoption,  which  were  ordered  and  taken;  and  the 
question  was  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  16, 
nays  21;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Atchison,  Atherton,  Bagby, 
Dreese,  Duclianan,Falrl)eld,  Fulton,  Haiinegan,  Uaywood, 
linger,  Lewis,  Sevier,  Sturgeon,  '1  appan,  and  Woodbury 

NAYS — Messrs.  Archer,  Dnrrow,  Bates,  Bayard,  Benton, 
Berrien,  Choate,  Ciayinn,  Dayton,  Evans,  Francis,  Hender- 
son, Uuntingioii.  Jarnagin,  Johnson,  Phelps,  Porter,  Talt- 
niadge,  Uptiuin,  VVblte,  mid  VVoodbridge — 21. 

LA  FOCRCHB  BITER. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  JOHNSON,  it  was 
Retolped,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be  In- 
structed to  Inquire  Into  the  expedlencey  of  making  an  a|^ 
proprlation  to  remove  the  obstructions  to  the  navigation  of 
the  river  La  Fourchc,  at  its  mouUi,  placed  there  by  order 
of  General  Jaclison  during  the  Invasion  by  the  army  of 
Great  Uriiain  in  the  year  lBi4. 

TUB  BAVOO  BLUE. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  JOHNSON,  it  was 
Aesotrrd,  That  the  Committee  on  Cosimercc  inquire  into 
the  expediency  nf  nuihorizlng  the  employment,  under  the 
direction  of  the  President  of  ilie  United  States,  of  an  engi- 
neer nf  the  United  States  corps,  In  ext^inlnlng  and  survey- 
ing the  Bayou  Blue,  in  the  Suite  of  Louisiana. 

Mr.  J.  also  presented  a  petition  from  John  P. 
Watson  on  the  same  subject;  which  was  relerrcd 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

STEAMSHIP  MICHIGAN. 

Mr.  BREESE  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which,  under  the  rule,  lies  one  day  on  the 
table: 

ReMlted,  That  the  President  be  rcqiiestcil.  If  not  detri- 
mental to  the  public  service,  to  order  the  United  States 
steamship  Mlchl;;an,  now  at  Brie,  Pennsylvania,  when 
ready  for  service^  to  visit,  during  tlie  ensuing  summer,  Uie 
principal  ports  ol  the  nonhcrii  laices,  iucludlng  the  port  of 
Chicago,  in  Uio  State  of  Illinois. 

8DRVEY  OF  STRAITS. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE  submitted  the  following 
resolution;  which,  under  the  rule,  lies  one  day 
on  the  table: 

Acsolced,  Tliatthe  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  torepoit 
to  the  Senate  what  progress  bos  been  made  in  the  survey 
of  the  straits  connecting  Lakes  Huron  and  Eric ;  that  be 
cause  the  survey  thereof,  so  far  as  made,  to  be  reported,  oil 
a  reduced  scale,  to  the  Senate  fur  its  use.  That  he  report 
to  the  Senate  the  opinion  of  the  Departmentas  to  the  prac- 
ticability of  so  straigtttenliig  and  deepening  the  channel  on 
the  west  shore  of  the  straiu  of  Detroit,  oppo.<tite  Fort 
Maiden,  as  to  render  It  practicable  for  steamers  and  sail 
vessels;  with  an  estimate  nf  the  expense  thereof,  and  of 
the  oxpitnse  of  removing  all  other  obstructions  and  Iniped- 
iinenis  to  the  convenient  and  safe  navigation  from  Lake 
Erie  to  Lake  Huron. 

CLAIMS  OF  MAIL  CONTRACTORS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ATCHISON,  the  previous 
orders  were  suspended,  and  the  joint  resolution 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  to  authorize 
the  Postmaster  General  to  reexamine  certain 
claims,  and  to  allow  one  month's  extra  pay  to 
certain  mail  contractors,  was  taken  up,  consid- 
ered, and  passed. 

PENSION  LAWS. 

The  general  orders  being  resumed,  the  Senate 
bill  to  consolidate  and  amend  the  acts  in  relation 
to  the  pensions  of  widows  and  orphans  of  cer- 
tain naval  officers,  which  was  the  first  on  the  Cal- 
endar, was  taken  up,  considered,  ond  passed. 

The  title  of  the  bill  was  then  amended,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  EVANS,  by  striking  out  the  word 
"ceru»ln,"andadding,nftcrthc  word  "officers," 
the  words  "seamen  ond  marines." 
PORT  OF  DELIVERY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  the  pre- 
vious  orders  were  suspended, and  the  Senate  bill 
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to  osI;.-Vlisli  a  poll  of  delivery  nt  the  city  of  La 
FaVL-tto,  ill  iho  Stulc  of  LoHisiaiia,  was  tak.-n 
i,p,  considered,  luul-subsoqiieiilly  Imving,  by 
order,  boon  engrossed — passed. 
MARY  llEliSIDE. 
Tlie  eencrol  orders  liciiig  rosuincd,  the  Sennlc 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Reeside,  executrix  of 
tlie  last  will  aiul  tesiatnenl  of  Jamea  Reeside,  dc- 
CCRsed,  was  lakeii  i;p  ill  its  6rder,  as  in  Coiimnt- 
icc  of  the  Wlinle.  ,■,•„,     i  i 

Mr.  liERUlEN  stated  that  this  bill  liad  been 
reported  by  the  Judiciary  Coimniltee  on  consid- 
eration if  a  memorial  referred  to  it.     The  nionio- 
rial  set  forth  that  a  suit  against  the  United  States 
liad  been  decided  in  the  courts  in  Pennsylvania 
in  favor  of  Mr.  Reeside,  awarding  hmi  a  consid- 
erable sum  as  due  to  him  by  the  Government  on 
the  settlement  of  his  accounts.     1  he  Judiciary 
Committee  did  not,  by  any  nieann,  recognize  the 
ri-'ht  of  the  courts  nt  PeiinsyK'nnia  to  entertain 
a  suit  "ao-ainst  the  United  tiiates;  but,  upon  e.x- 
amiiiatio°i  of  the  fuels  adduced  on  Unit  occasion, 
conceived  there  were  .■iuflieicnt  grounds  lo  author- 
ize an  inquiry  and  adjustment  of  the  accounts  be- 
tween the  claimant  and  the  UniKtd  Stales,  l>y  the 
proper  oiriccra  of   the  Govirnmen;,  under   the 
guidance  of  the  .\ttorney  G.nc  lal.     In  conform- 
ity with   this  viev/,   the  )iivaeiit    bill    had    been 
framed  and  was  reeomineiided  by  tlie  comimltec. 
Mr.  H.WWOODobjectedtoatiy  action  groiiiul- 
ed  on  the  records  of  a  court  unauthorized  to  enter- 
tain suit  against  the  United  Siatra.     He  under- 
stood, from  .)nc  of  the  officers  of  the  Uepartmenis, 
that  large  sets-olV  appeared  on  the  books  of  the 
Govcrinnent  against  Mr.  Rei-dside,  and  that,  if 
they  were  sustained,  lie  would  be  brought  con- 
siderably in  debt.     He  wished  to  have   time  to 
look  into  ihis  matter,  and  hoped   the  bill  would 
be  allowed  to  lie  over  till  lo-uiorrow. 

Mr.  BERRHiN  had  no  per.sonal  solicitude 
about  the  bill,  furthi'r  than  it  nppt^ared  to  the 
committee,  of  which  lib  was  llic  organ,  to  be  a 
mere  act  of  justice  and  propriety  that  investiga- 
tion into  the'nierils  of  the  claim  slionld  b(;  author- 
ized as  recominendi-d.  Ill' did  not  object  to  the 
postponement,  if  the  reailiiig  of  ihe  bill  did  not 
satisfy  the  Senator  from  N.n-l!i  Carolina  that  it 
■  was  sufficiently  guarded  on  the  jiarl  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. . 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  had  read  the  bill,  but  It  had 
failed  to  sati.sfy  him;  and  he  would  therefore  tisk 
its  postponement. 

The  bill  was  accordingly  jioslponed  until  to- 
morrow. 

BIGIIT  OF  TAXATION. 
The  next  bill  on  the  Calendar  was  the  Senate 
bill  declaring  the  as-sent  of  Congress  to  the  State 
of  lUiiioi.'j  to  impose  a  tax  upon  all  lands  here- 
after sold  by  the  United  States  in  that  Stale,  from 
and  after  the  limii  of  such  sale.  The  bill  v.as 
taken  up  for  consideration  as  in  Comniitltee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  V/OODRRIDGK  said  that  at  the  time  of 
the  admission  of  Illinois  inio  the  Union,  and  wlicu 
this  matter  of  compact  v/as  under  consideraiion 
on  ihe  part  of  Congres.i,  and  on  the  part  of  tl:i;t 
Slate,  it  was  deemed  expedient  by  Congress  to 
exact  an  agreement  by  which  the  public  domain, 
lifter  It  should  become  individual  pro|ierly  by  sale, 
should  be  still  free  from  taxation  for  five  years. 
This  was,  at  that  lime,  sound  policy  on  the  part 
of  the  Goverr.menl,  bi'Cause  it  would  r.ccelmaie 
the  sales  of  public  lands  in  the  State;  and   it  was 
ulso  good  policy  on  the  part  of  the  State,  because 
it  would  accelerate  the  population.    The  State 
now,  it  would  seem,  found  it  In  her  advantage  . 
to   have  an  alteriHion   made  in  ihi.s  compact,  and 
made  an  application  to  Congress  lo  allow  hi.-r  the 
j.rivilege  of  imposing  a  tax  upon  all  lands  here- 
nfier  sold,  instead  of  waiting  for  the  expiration  of 
the  term  of  years  prescribed  in  the  compact.   To 
refuse  this  demand  would  be  lo  deprive  a  sover- 
eign State  of  this  Union  of  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant privileges  granted  lo  any  Stale — tlie  right 
of  taxation,  than  which  there  was   no  jnivilegc 
more  vital  or  essential.     She  came  forward  at  the 
time  when  the  compact  was  entered  into,  and  ad- 
mitted that  it  would  be  to  her  interest.     She  now 
found  that  it  comported  better  with  her  policy, 
that,  tVuni   this   lime,  these   sales  of  the  public 
lands  within  her  limila  should  not  be  Eubject  to 
thai  compact;  and  in  miking  her  application,  she 
asked  nothing  thai  was  not  fair — nothing  that 


ou'ht  not  to  be  granted.  The  bill  was  sufTictcntl  v 
guarded.  The'iightsofall  parlies  wereprescrved, 
who  had  heretof.ue  made  purchases.  Ii  guarded 
the  ri"lils  of  all  other  parties.  The  whole  bill 
was  prospective  in  lis  operation, and  related  only 
to  sales  hereafter  to  take  place.  If  passed,  it 
would  only  place  Illinois  in.  the  same  siiuauon 
with  other  States  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  1}REE.SE  v/as  understood  to  say  that,  in 
addition  lo  the  remarks  made  by  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  he  would  state 
that,  BSnce  the  compact  was  made  between  the 
Stole  and   the  Government,  such  a  change  had 
taken  place  on  the  part  of  the  latlcr,  in  the  whole 
system  of  disposing  of  the  public  land.i,  that  a 
corresponding  cliange  in   the  State  policy  was 
justifiable  and  desiiable.  Thiscompact  was  made 
in  1818,  when  a  credit  of  five  years  was  given  to 
purcha.sers  of  public  lands;  and  it  was  then  deemed 
only  just,  and  that  the  lands  sold   should  bo  ex- 
empt from  taxation  till  the  title  passed   from  the 
Government  to  the  imrchaser.     But  since  that, 
the  sales  of  the  public  lands  have  been  forrn.sh, 
and  the  title  passes  forthwith   to  the  purchaser; 
.so  that  there  wa.?  no  reason   for  cxempiing  the 
land  from  iha  very  moderate  taxation  necessary 
for  the  snpport.of  the  State  government.   Illinois 
had,  in  the  prosiculion  of  her  public  works,  in- 
curred a  debt  which  rendered  it  essenlial  that  she 
should  resort  to  her  sovereign  right  of  internal 
taxation  for  its  abatement;  liencc  she  made  the 
application  for  this  change  in   her  compact  v,;ith 
the  Union.    The  only  objection  that  could  arise 
would  bo  on  the  grounds  that  a  resiriciion  would 
be  imposed  on  the  sales  of  the  public  lands;  but 
this  would  not  in   rcsliiy  occur,  for  these  lands 
were  no  longer  taken  up  on   spcculaiiiui;  they 
were  sought  aflcr  by  actual  settlers,  who  never 
object  to   iho   modeiptft  taxation   necessary   for 
State  purposes.     This  bill   would   merely  place 
Illinois  on  the  same  footingwith  Michigan,  Ark- 
ansas, and  other  States.  ,  ,  , 

Mr.  TAPPAN  observed  that  it  had  been  the 
settled  policy  of  the  General  Govcrnmenl  to  ex- 
empt the  public  lands  from  taxation  for  five  years 
af^ersale.  Such  had  been  its  policy  tow.irds  Ohio 
and  the  other  Stales  in  which  the  public  domain 
lay.  It  was  a  policy  that  had  been  found  to  work 
well,  for  it  enabled  ihe  Government  lo  sell  the 
lands  more  readily  than  il  could  otherwise  have 
done.  Expc-rience  had  tested  the  wisdom  of  this 
policy.  But  if  now  il  is  found,  under  other  cir- 
cumstances, to  be  good  policy  for  Illinois  to  call 
for  a  change,  lie  did  nol  see  why  the  benefits  of 
that  chanf'esliould  not  be  ext.Mided  to  all  the  olhcr 
new  Stales  bv  making  this  a  general  law.  Il  did 
not  seem  lo  him  to  bo  proper  to  exempt  Illinois 
from  nn  obligation  that  was  continued  with  regard 
to  Misnouri.'^Louislar.n,  and  other  new  States  in 
which  large  tracts  of  the  public  domain  arc  yet 
on  rale.  If  the  Senator  from  Illinois  would  maltc 
his  bill  general,  Jio  did  nol  know  but  he  would 
give  it  Ins  support. 

Mr.  BRKliSt;  r.?mari:cd  that  the  reason  why 
oiher  States  were  not  included  was,  that  none 
olhcr  than  Illinois  had  called  for  this  change  of 
policy.  It  wouid,  he  conceived,  be  lime  enough 
to  legislate  wit'i  regard  lo  them  when  they  should 
Ihiiiic  fit  I"  eall  for  legislalion  on  the  subjecl. 

Mr.  WOOUBRIDGE  stated  that  in  Michigan 
experience  had  proved  that  tile  taxation  of  lands 
from  the  timo'of  sale  made  no  perceptible  imped- 
iment to  their  settlement.  He  apprehended  that, 
ill  practice,  il  would  be  found  so  in  Illinois  too. 
The  bill  could  not  alTect  those  who  hud  purchased 
lands  heretofore— it  v«i3  entirely  prospective  m 
its  operation. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  back  to  the  Senate 
without  aineniiineut,  and  ordered  lo  beengrosscd 
for  IX  third  reading. 


lion  01  llie  K.1I1I  woslcni  puils ;  and  lUe  Secreury  <if  War 
1»  licreby  requirrd  In  take  nil  proper  ineaitis  111  i-ir<ct  Out 
nliject  by  Ihe  eniplnyinciil  of  Bueh  nf  tlie  I'lntcd  Stale* 
troops  a3  may  be  hUUoucd  there  in  aid  of  said  appropfl*- 
tions. 


FOllTinCATION'  UILL. 

A  mes.-iagc  was  received  from  the  Hou.se  of  Rep- 
resentatives, with  the  House  hill  making  appro- 
liriations  for  certain  fortifications  of  ihe  United 
States,  with  an-nmendmcni  to  the  Senate  ameiid- 
monts  of  said  bill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  the  House  amend- 
ment wjis  considered,  being  as  follows: 

To  add  to  Ibo  Senate  aincndmcrils  (iioiiiely:  for  Fort 
Smith,  .voa.Oi'J;  Fort  <;ibson,  Sl.i.nOU  nddiiuinal ;  lort 
Toivn^on.  ftn.DOO]  a  proviso,  Umt  llie  cinil  approprlilllona 
•iliall  be  implied,  ill  the  flM  iasLniice,  lo  the  eciiiplelioa  ol 
the  b:i.-raek.^,  qu.uK  r.--,  ami  other  iie.edlul  liiiil.ljnga  wnieli 
may  liav.)  Uccii  commeueed  or  are  iu  prosrcsa  ot  tousuuc- 


This  amendment,  onjnotion  of  Mr.  EVANS, 
was  concurred  in. 

'  POST  OFFICE  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 
The  House  bill  making  appropriations  for  ibo 
service  of  the  Post  OiScc  Department,  just  re- 
ceived from  the  House,  was  then  lakeu  up,  rejul 
tviiice,  and  appropriately  referred. 
WILLIAM  WYXX. 
The  genera!  orders  being  again  resumed,  the 
Senate  bill  supplementary  lo  an  act  for  the  rvlicf 
I  of  William  Wynii  was  taken  up,  as  t!ic  first  in 
order,  considered,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading.  r.    u- 

Subsequcmlyiou  molionof  Mr. SEVIER, ina 
vote  was  reconsidered,  and  the  further  action  on 
the  bill  v;as  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

DISTRICT  COUIIT  IN  NEW  JERSET. 
The  next  was  the  House  bill  loalierthe  ptacei 
of  holding  the  district  court  of  the  United  Slaiei 
for  the  district  of  New  J<.r.^ey;  which  was  i.iken 
up,  considered,  and  ordered  to  bo  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading. 

JAMES  RITCniE. 
The  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Uitdiie 
was  taken  up,  considered,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

ADAM  L.  MILLS. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  FULTON,  llie  previoas  or- 
ders were  suspended,  and  the  House  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Adam  L.  Mills  was  taken  up,  considered, 
and  passed. 

J.  P.  UCTCUIXSON. 
The  general  orders  were  then  resumed,  and  th« 
ne>ft  bill  on  the  Calendar,  in  order,  was  taken  up, 
bcinc  the  Senate  bill  for  the  reliif  of  J.  Pemlx;rton 
Hulcliins(ni,late  consul  nf  the  United  States  st 
Lisbon;  which  was  considered,  and  orJered  lo  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

K.XECUTIVE  SESSION. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  ARCHER,  the  Scnau-.M 
the  order  of  ihe  day,  proceeded  lo  the  considera- 
tion of  executive  business;  and  after  some  lime 
spent  therein,  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

FniDAY,  Mau  24,  1844. 

TheJournal  of  yesterday  wa.'?rcadaii' 

Mr.  LABRANCHE  asked  leave  t. 

memorial  of  certain  citizens  of  the  t...  ■  .  -■-- 

Orli:ans  in  favor  of  the  reanncxaiion  of  Texas. 

Objections  were  made  10  its  reception;  butil>o« 
objections  were  subsequently  witlidrawn,  and 

Mr.  LABRANCHE  moved  that  the  memorial 
be  referred  to  a  select  committee  of  five. 

Mr.  BLACK,  of  Georgm,  called  for  the  reading 
of  the  memorial.  " 

Mr.  ELMER  objected  to  the  reading  as  being 
a  useless  consuniDlion  of  iini«. 

Mr.  BLACK,  of  Georgia,  said  ii  ■  ' 

had  a  right  to  demand  the  r«ading;il  1  | 

move  the  suspension  of  any  rule  whit.. , -'i 

The  question  was  put  on  the  reading  of  the 
memorial;  and  on  a  division,  il  was  negiuired. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  appealed  lo  ihe  geiiiumoa 
from  Louisiana  to  allow  the  memorial  to  be  \aiii 
upon  the  table  in  the  ordinary  way. 

Mr  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  said  if  it  were  m  or- 
der, he  would  move  that  there  be  a  call  of  tte 
House,  with  a  view  to  have  the  sense  of  ifcs 
House  fairly  expressed.  And  upon  this  rr.nuon. 
he  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered; 
and  being  taken,  resulted— yeas  55,  nays  9c 

So  the  call  wos  not  ordered. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  mouon  10  lay  IM 
memorial  on  the  table,  

Mr  WHITE  called  for  the  yeas  and  noy^ 
which  being  ordered,  the  qucslionwasL-ikco.and 
was  decided  in  the  affirmalive— yeas  103,  mj' 
"8,  as  follows: 

YV;\S— Mes:TJ.  Abbot,  Adam*,  Anders 
rimter,  lleliion,   llrensle,  BriakiThnft,  !• 
i  Urown.Jcrciiiiiih  llri.wii.  Jeieml.ih  t-J-sf}- •_' "^^.^j: 
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CSarreit  DaTle,  lUcbiinl  I).  Dnvij,  0»an,  Deborry,  Delict, 
Difkcy.  Uiinlap,  Ellis,  Elnirr,  Farlcc,  Fi^li,  I'lorcnco, 
Cool,  Foster,  Glitiliiigs  Coggiu,  Willis  Orcen,  Dyram 
Crcen,  Criiler,  Halo,  Uaialln,  [lariHn,  llarpT,  Herrick, 
Ilublicll,  Iliid-ioii,  lliin^crl'nnl,  VVnsliingloii  Hunt,  Irvin, 
Joiiks,  Cave  Joliiison,  Petloy  U.  Juhiisun,  Prenton  Kln(, 
l>aniel  1'.  Kin?,  l.coiiaril,  Mnrlay,  Mnroli,  Mcllvainv,  Ed- 
\-^ard  J.  Morrii',  Morse,  Woseiy,  Nes,  Newton,  Farnientcr, 
I'attcrooa,  Teyioii,  riionil,  rollock,  Elislia  U.  Potter, 
A*re:*lon,  Ponlv,  llamsey,  Itatliltiiii,  CijarieB  M.  Recti,  Kcd- 
l»»g,  Kiibinsnii,'  iiocliwell,.llralney,  ilnp-ra,  St.Juhn,  Sam- 
iiic,  Sclicnck,  8cnter,  Severance,  Tliiimad  11.  Seymour, 
I>av-id  I..  Beymonr,  Albert  Binilli,  Caleb  D.  Smith,  Ste- 
|>tlcii<,  Stct--i<>n,  Andrew  Stewart,  Jnbn  Stewart,  Strnnz, 
Huinmrni,  Sykes, Thoniasso]], Tyler,  Vance,Vlnton,Wctll- 
firva.  White,  Wllllaini!,  and  VViinlirnp-10,1. 

NAYS— Me>ara.  Arrington,  Atklnvon,  Didiack,  Edward 
J.  Uiack,  Jaino  A.  Ulack,  IJIackivell,  IIowIId,  Boyd,  Wil- 
Ijum  J.  Brown,.Ourke,  Burt,  Caldwell,  Campbell,  Shepbcrd 
(Jary,  Kcuben  Chapman,  AueU!(tUd  A.  Chapman,  Clinton, 
c:oUi,Cnle.<,CrnM,Cuilom,  Daniel,  John  VV.  Davi^,  Dowr 
fcioii,  Dougla.-*,  Dronigoole,  Duncan^  Fieklin,  French,  Ham- 
jnctt,  llar;tUon,  llayn,  llcniey,  llnhues,  Iloge,  Houifton, 
llu^iec,  James  U.  Hunt,  Charles  J.  Iiicersnll,  Jameson, 
tioot^a  W.  JonP:;,  Andrew  Kennedy,  Kirkpauick,  La- 
branctac,  Lueai^  Lumpkin,  Mathewa,  McCanslcn,  Mc- 
OJpiland,  MeCIernaiid,  MeConnell,  iMcDowell,  McKay, 
Jkfurpliy,  \nrri!»,  Owen,  Emery  D.  rotter,  David  8.  lieiil, 
Ilf  Itc,  Ulttcr,  Uobort5,  Sannd<-r!*,  Hlmon^jSimpsnn,  Blldell, 
'I'tionias  tjmitii,  Robert  Smith,  titeenrod,  Stiles,  Stnnc.Tay- 
lor,  TiiomBMn,  Tlbbatt»,  Tucker,  Weller,  Wcutwonli, 
Woodward,  Jwcpb  A.  Wrlftal,  and  Yosl— 76. 

ADJODBNUENT  OVER. 

Mr.  VANCE  moved  that,,  when  the  House 
adjourns  to-morrow,  it  adjourn  over  to  Wednes- 
day. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  culled  Tor  the  yeas  and  nay.i. 

The  yens  and  nays  were  ordeied. 

I'iiu  question  was  takuii;  unil  requited — yeas  42, 
nays  117. 

OUEOON  TEBniTORY. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  moyed  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  the  Committee  of  tht  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  with  the  intention  to  take  up 
the  Oregon  bill. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  desired  the  ^ntleman  from 
Ohio  to  permit  him  to  make  n  motion  to  dischtrrgc 
a  standing  committee  from  some  hill  in  relation  to 
tbc  interests  of  Alabama,  the  precise  purport  of 
which  was  not  understood, 

Mr.  DUNCAN  did  not  accede  to  the  request, 
but  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  his  motion. 
•  Mr.  VANCE  reminded  the  House  that  this 
vrsLS  private  bill  day;  and  he  hoped  the  House 
-would  agree  to  take  up  that  order  of  business. 
'  The  yeas  and  nays  w;rc  then  ordered;  and 
being  token,  resulted — yeas  85,  liays  B9;  as  fol- 
lows: 

YE.-\S — Messrs.  Arrington,  Atkinson.  Bayly,  Delscr, 
Denton,  Bidlack,  James  lllack.  Jnmes  A.  Black,  Black- 
well,  Uowlin,  lloyd,  Briukerliofl',  Wllllatn  J.  Brown, 
Durke,  Dtirt,  Caldwell,  Jeremiah  E.  Cary,  Shepherd  (.ary, 
lteut>cn  Chapman,  Augustus  A.  Clinpinnn,  Cro..«s,  Dana, 
Daniel,  Iticliard  D.  Davis,  Dawson,  DiUingham,  Urom- 
K>iolu,  Dunlap,  FIcklln,  French,  DyramCJrcen,  Hale,  il.lm- 
lin,  Hanimet,  Hardin,  Hays,  Herriek,  Uolnies,  Hoge, 
Ilotutun,  llobbell,  Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  Jameson,  Andrew 
Johnson,  (ieorge  W*.  Jones,  Andnsw  Ketntedv,  Preston 
Kinx,  Lucas,  Lumpkin,  Maclay,  Mathews,  MeCauljen, 
McCieriiaud,  MeConnell,  McDowell,  Murphy,  Nnrrts, 
Owen,  Emery  D.  Potter,  Purdy,  Rntlibnn,  David  8.  Keld, 
liednii,  Uelle,  RItter,  UoberL',  Russell,  St.  John,  Saun- 
der.s,  Thomas  U.  Seymour,  Simpson,  Slldcll,  Tbuinas 
Bmitli,  Stetfou,  Stiles,  Slonc,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Tlb- 
boiis.  Tucker,  Weller,  Wcntwonb,  Williams,  Woodward, 
and  Yost— 85.  >  .  i 

NAYS — Messrs.  Abbolt,  Adams,  Baker,  Barringer,  Ed- 
ward J.  Black,  Brenjie,  Drodhead,  Jercmjali  Brown,  iluf- 
.  Huston,  Campbell,  Carroll,  Causin,  Clinch,  (;ilui!nian,Cobb, 
t.'Ruiston,  Darragh,  Garrett  Davis,  Dean,  Deberry,  Delict, 
•  Diekey,  Dickinson,  Elmer,  Farlee,  Fish,  Florence,  Foot, 
Fo.-t-r,  Ciddlngs,  Goggln,  Willis  Grcen,Urililiel|,  Grider, 
Haralson,  Hnrper,  Hudson,  Ilungcrford,  Wasliington  Hunt, 
Jojcpli  U.  Ingersoll,  Irvin,  Jenks,Cave  Johnson,  Perley  U. 
J  .linson,  John  P.  ICenneily,  Daniel  P.  King,  Klrkpatrick, 


Sej  ]nour,Albett  Smith,  Stephens,  Andrew  Stewart,  Strong, 
(•ykes.  Tiioniasson,  Tilden.  Tyler,  Vi)nce,  Vanmeter,  Vin- 
ton, Wlilte,  Wintbrop,  Wrilliam  Wright,  and  Joseph  A. 


Wright— 83. 
So  the  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

BEPOBTS  FROM  COMMITTISES. 

The  standing  committees  were  next  called  for 
reports;  and  the  following  were  presented; 

Mr.  McKAV,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  directing  a  disposition 
of  the  chorts  and  maps  of  the  survey  of  the  coast; 
which  was  rend  three  times,  ond  passed. 

Mr.  VANCE,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  upon  the  case  of  Joseph  I^k, 


accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  made  a  re- 
port upon  the  petition  of  John  Adams  and  John 
Adams,  jr.,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  theirrelief; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee;  made  ad- 
verse reports  upon  the  petitions  of  William  Mc- 
Cabe,  John  Robinson,  James  B.  Estes,  the  heirs 
of  Benjamin  Furroan,  deceased,  and  Elijah  S. 
Bell. 

Mr.  BOWLIN,  from  the  same  committee, 
made  an  adverse  report  upon  the  petition  of 
Hammond  &  Dexter;  which  was  laid  upon  the 
table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VANCE,  it  was 

Oriered,  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  be  discharged 
IVoni  the  eonsideratinn  oi'  tlic  petition  ni°  William  Saun- 
ders, and  the  petition  orCeph.lsCarpenterand others;  and 
that  tlie  petition  of  William  Saunders  be  relcrred  to  ilic 
Conunlttee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  Ujnt  the  petition  of  Cephas 
Carpenter  and  others  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mil- 
itary Affairs. 

Mr.T. SMITH, from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  adverse  reports  upon  the  pctitio^is  of  George 
Steele  and  Teacltle  Savage, administrators  of  Bo- 
litha  Laws;  which  were  laid  on  the  table. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  LABRANCHE,  it  was 
iZcso/cerf,  That  The  Committee  of  the  \VhnIc  on  the  state 
of  the  Union  be  discharged  from  the  consideration  of  House 
bill  No.  lio,  to  establish  a  port  of  deliver}'  at  the  city  of 
La  Fayette,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana. 

Mr.  LABRANCIIE,  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  reported  a  bill  (No.  378)  to  authorize 
the  removal  of  the  custom-house  from  Burlington 
to  ShifIdsborough,nn  thebayof  St.  Louis;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  secoiid  time,  and  committed 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  stole  of 
the  Union. 

Mr.  REID,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the  same 
committee,  reported  the  following  resolution: 

Baolted,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Uuion  be  discharged  from  tlie  further  consideration 
of  House  bill  No.  17,  to  establish  a  collection  district  ot 
Chicago. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  moved  the  following  amend- 
ment; which  was  agreed  to: 

Also,  from  the  bill  of  this  House  No.  5,  to  establish  a  port 
of  ciiuy  at  Bangor,  In  the  State  of  Maine. 

Mr.  REID,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the  same 
committee,  reported  a  resolution  (No.  31)  author- 
izing the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  to  execute  a 
quit-claim  deed  of  lot  No.  7,  in  Sandusky  City, 
in  the  State  of  Ohio,  accompanied  with  o  report 
in  writing;  which  was  read  three  several  times, 
and  passcil. 

Mr.  PHCENIX,  from  the  same  committee, 
made  a  report  upon  the  petition  of  Harvey  Sc, 
Stiigg,  accompanied  by  a  bill  (No.  379)  for  tneir 
relief;  which  wcs  read  a  first  and  sei^nd  time, 
and  referred  ton  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
to-raori'ow. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  fi-om  the  Committee 
on  Ptiblic  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill 
from  the  Senate  entitled  an  act  for  the  relief  of 
Joseph  Compiu, reported  thesntne  withoutamend- 
inent;  which  was  ordered  to  be  committed  too 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to-moiTow. 

Mr.  D.,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  rcfcried  the  bill  from  the  Senate  (No.  72)  en- 
titled "An  act  to  authorize  the  scliobi  trustees  or 
other  lawful  authorities  having  charge  of  the  sub- 
ject of  common  schools  in  surveyed  township 
forty-eight  north,  of  range  eighteen  west,  in  the 
counlyof  Coo  pcr,and  State  of  Wisconsin,  to  enter 
a  section  of  land  in  lieu  of  section  sixteen  in  said 
township,  for  the  use  of  schools,"  reported  the 
same  without  amendment;  which  was  ordered  to 
be  committed  to  the  Coilimittee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  which 
ivas  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  an  act  for  the 
relief  of  Henry  Newman,  be  di.^elinrged  frntn  the  consider- 
ation of  the  same ;  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Coinraiuee 
on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  PHCENIX,  from  the  Committee  oii  Com- 
merce, reported  a  joint  resolution  autliorizing  the 
Corporation  of  Bnltimore  to  use  a  building  of  the 
United  States,  at  Lazaretto  Point;  which  v/as 
passed. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  extending  the  jurisdic- 


tion of  the  district  courts  to  certain  ca^es  upon 
the  lakes  and  navi^ble  waters  leading  into  or  con- 
necting them;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  a  bill  to  amend  and  explain  the  twelfth 
section  of  an  act  cnlited  "  An  act  for  the  regula- 
tion of  seamen  on  board  the  public  and  private 
vessels  of  the  United  States;"  and  n  bill  to  fix  and 
rogulate  the  fees  and  cost  to  be  allowed  the  clerks, 
marshals,  and  attorneys  of  the  circuit  and  district 
courts  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses; ¥^ich  bills  were  severally  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  .nnd  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  stale  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  S.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  made  an 
adverse  report  upon  the  petition  of  Piersbn  Cogs- 
well; which  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SAUNDERS,  it  was. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commluee  on  the  Judiciary  t>e  dis- 
charged from  Uie  consideration  of  the  petition  of  John  W. 
Custer,  and  that  it  be  laid  upon  tbc  table. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  Com- 
mittee- on  Revolutionary  Claims,  made  a  report 
upon  the  petition  of  the  representatives  of  Major 
General  Baron  DeKnlb,  deceased,  accompanied 
by  a  bill  for  their  relief;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House. 

Mr.  PARMENTER,  from  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  reported  the  following  resolution: 

Reiott-ed,  That  Wedncsday,the  99th,  nnd  Thursday, tbo 
30th,  of  .May  instant,  be  assigned  for  the  consideration  of 
hills  reported  by  tlie  Cominittee  on  avnX  Affairs,  provided 
so  much  time  bu  necessary. 

Mr.  P.,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Charles  W.  Morgan,"  re- 
ported the  same  without  amendment;  which  was 
committedto  a  Committee^of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  P.,  from  the  same  c'ommillcc,  made  a  re- 
port upon  the  petition  of  Jacob  Boston,  accom- 
panied by  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  bill  was  rend 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  tlio 
Whole  House. 

Mr.  MARSH,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
a  report  upon  the  petition  of  James  A.  Stevens, 
accompanied  by  o  bill  directing  the  employment ' 
of  James  A.  Stevens  to  perform  certain  experi- 
ments therein  mentioned;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  tbc  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  HARALSON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  the  commencement  of  certain  forti- 
fications; which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

Mr.  FISH,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
nbill  fortlie  relief  of  Mrs.  W.  Thompson;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  HAIfPER,  from  the  Committee  on  Pat- 
ents, made  adverse  reporls'upon  the  petition  of 
Isaiah  Bursen,  and  upon  the  petition  of  William 
Morrison,  George  Tomb,  and  James  Wilson; 
which  reports  were  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  made  an  adverse  report 
upon  the  petition  of  John  Ward  and  Co.;  which 
was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  l.,frora  the  same  Committee,  reported  0  bill 
to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  evidences  of 
public  debt  in  certain  coses,  accompanied  by  a . 
report  in  writing;  which  bill  wos  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 

Mr.  RELFE,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Ofiicc  and  Post  Roads,  reported  o  bill  to  adapt 
the  rates  of  postage  to  the  national  coin,  and  to 
abridge  the  franking  privilege;  which  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time,  and  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

Mr.  DANA,  from  the  same  committee,  made  a 
minority  report  on  the  same  subject. 

Mr.  STRONG  moved  that  one  thousand  addi- 
tional copies  of  the  bill  nnd  report  be  printed. 

Mr.  DANA  moved  to  amend  the  moiion  so  as 
to  print  five  thousand  extra  copies  of  the  bill,  and 
also  of  the  majority  ond  minority  reports. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  motion  to  print  extra 
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copies  was  not  tlienin  order,  one  day's  previous 
notice  beins:  necess;irv- 

Mr.  DANA  moved  to  suspend  the  rules;  and 
the  motion  bcinj  ngreed  to,  rbnewed  liis  rnotion 
to  piint  five  tliousnnd  extra  copies  of  the  bill  and 
of  the  two  reports. 

Mr.  M.  BROWN  called  forlhe  yens  and  nays, 
but  there  not  being  one  fifth  of  the  members  pres- 
ent to  su.sinin  the  call,  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
not  ordered. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  moved  to  amend  the  motion 
to  print,  so  as  to  provide  for  the  printing  of  the 
reports  without  the  bills. 

The  amendment  was  rejected.  , 

The  question  was  then  put  on  Mr.  Dana's 
motion,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  without  a 
division. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGEllSOLL,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  made  an  adverse  report  on 
the  memorial  of  John  Forbes  &  Co.;  which  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

PENSIONS  TO  WIDOWS. 
Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  moved  n  suspension 
of  the  rules,  to  enal)le  him  to  bring  in.a  bill  to 
niter  and  amend  the  pension  laws  of  the  United 
Stales  30  as  to  dispense  with  certain  proof  of  the 
niarria^e  of  the  widow  ol"  a  revolutionary  officer 
or  soldier. 

The  question  beinff  put,  was  decided  in  the 
nflirmaiive;  and  Mr.  j.  11.  Ingersoll  having  in- 
troduced the  bill, 

Mr.  C.  JOHN.SON  moved  to  refer  it  to  the 
Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR,  of  New  York,  moved  to  refer 
it  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  stale  of 
the  Union,  in  order  to  have  it  considered  in  con- 
junction with  another  bill  (No.  7)  on  the  same 
Bubject. 

This  motion  having  been  agreed  to. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  SEYMOUR,  of  New  York, 
the  House  resolved  itself  into  the  Committee  of 
tlieWholeon  thcstateof  theUnion,  (Mr.  White 
in  the  chair.) 

Mr.  SEYMOUR,  of  New  York,  moved  that 
the  committee  lake  up  the  bill  (No.  7)  to  amend 
the  net  granting  half  pay  to  certain  widows,  and 
the  several  acts  and  resolutions  amendatory  there- 
of, and  e.'jtending  the  provisions  of  the  same. 

The  CHAIRMAN  said  that  the  busines.s  first 
in  order  before  the  comniitice  was  the  bill  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Louisiana  land  claims,  and  it  would  be 
necessary  to  postpone  that  bill  before  another 
could  be  taken  up. 

Mr.  SLIDELL  assented  to  the  laying  aside  the 
land  bill,  provided  it  would  not  be  prevented  from 
coming  up  ni-'Xi  in  order. 

Mr.  SEYMOUU,of  New  York,  then  moved  to 
postpone  the  business  in  order  before  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  motion  having  been  carried,  the  committee 
took  up  the  bill  (No.  7)  to  amend  the  act  grant- 
ing half  pay  to  certain  widows,  and  the  several 
nets  and  resolutions  amendatory  of  tlic  same. 
The  bill  having  been  read, 
Mr.  PAR M ENTER  niovi'd  to  amend,  so  as  to 
give  the  bill  a  wider  range,  by  extending  its  pro- 
visions to  all  widows  married  sub.seqneiit  lo  171)4, 
insu-ad  of  1807. 

Mr.  ADA.VIS  moved,  in  addition  lo  that  amend- 
ment, lo  strikeout  the  limit  of  five  years,  and  con- 
fer the  pension  for  life. 

The  amendment  wasdr'balid  by  Me.«srs.  PAR- 
MENTER,AUAMS,.SEYMOURiifNewYork, 
ELMER,  RATHBUN,  lljvMLlN,  VANCE, 
CALDWELL,  and  RODNEY. 

The  question  wustakiiion  Mr.  AoAMs'samend- 
meni;  and  it  wa.H  adopted. 

Mr.  KISH  ollereil  an  amendinenl  providing 
lliut  if  any  person  who  served  in  the  revolulion- 
luy  war,  in  the  manner  specifwd  in  the  acts  of 
June  3!),183J,  and  July  7,  IdHS.ha.sdied.or  shall 
liereafter  die,  leaving  a  widow, such  widow  shall 
receive,  during  her  natural  lil'e,  the  pension  lo 
which  lii'r  husband  was  einitleil  when  living. 

Mr.  II.-\LE  t)irered  to  amemi  the  amendment 
by  inserting,  after  the  word  "  widow,"  the  words 
"of  a  revidutionary  oliicer  and  soldier,"  and 
Btriking  out  tlie  words  "  who  shall  have  been  mar- 
ried ])ievious  to  the  Isl  of  January,  1800." 
Mr.  KISH  withdrew  his  anieinfment. 
Mr.  SEYMOUR,  of  New  York,  thought  the 
niiiendineiit  of  the  gentleman  from  New  Hamp- 


shire would  be  carrying  ihe  pension  system  fur- 
ther than  it  had  ever  been  carried  before.  All 
the  pension  laws  have  hitherto  been  limited  to 
those  olKcers  and  soldiers  who  have  served  as 
much  ns  six  months,  and  none  of  such  laws  ever 
gave  pensions  to  those  who  had  served  for  a 
shorter  period.  As  he  understood  the  amend- 
ment, it  would  provide  pensions  for  the  widows 
nf  all  revoUiiionnry  soldiers,  no  matter  how  short 
the  period  their  liusbands  may  have  served. 

Mr.  SAMPLE  was  op|)oseiI  to  the  amendment. 
It  proposed  to  give  pension.-)  to  widows  who  have 
married  at  any  time  previous  to  1844;  and  would 
therefore  take  in  young  girls  who  married  old, 
decrepit  men.  He  held  it  wrong  in  principle  for 
young  women  to  marry  old,  decrepit  men,  and 
worse  for  Congress  to  reward  them  for  doing  so. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR,  of  New  York,  said  that,  on 
reading  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  Hampshire,  he  found  that  it  was  not  liable 
lo  the  objections  ho  had  slated ;  and  he  therefore 
hoped  it  would  pass. 

On  putting  the  question,  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to — ayes  .58,  noes  56. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
striking  out  the  words  "  4ih  of  March,  1844,'' 
and  inseriing:  '"shall  commence  from  the  filing 
of  thi;  a[iplication  for  ihc  pension." 

After  n  (cw  v/ords  from  Mr.  HUDSON,  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Thompson  was  rejected. 

Mr.  SAMPLE  submitted  a  substitute  for  the 
third  .section;  which  was  negatived. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  proposed  an  additional  section; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Other  sections  were  added,  on  Ihe  motions  of 
Mr.  HUNGERFORD,  Mr.  COLLAMER,  and 
Mr.  FISH,  the  precise  purport  of  which  was  not 
understood. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky,  propofsed  an  addi- 
tional section  to  extend  the  provisions  of  the  bill 
to  the  soldiers  of  our  Indian  wars. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR,  of  New  York,  opposed  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  AVELLER  advocated  the  amendment. 

Theamendment  wasfiirlherdebaled  by  Messrs. 
CALDWELL, HAiVlLIN, SIMONS, and  DAR- 
RAGH. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DICKINSON,  the  commit- 
tee rose,  and  reported  ihiit  they  had  passed  cer- 
tain amendments,  but  had  come  to  no  conclusion 
thereon. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

Th(*  foilnwing  petition-*,  presealetl  lo  (l:iy,  wutc  handed 
to  the  r(*porliTs  i,v  llie  ineniticrs  prp.Hi:ntiiia  Itieni : 

BviMr.  SCUKNCK:  The  petition  of  JVInjor  lloall  anil 
nlhiT  iiinrcrs  of  the  I'nili'il  Stati-a  .\riny,  anil  of  forty  live 
oitizcn",  lor  llii'  estnhltsliuinnt  of  n  pnsl  route  from  Fiirt 
Townoii  1(1  Fort  Wiishila.  CUocww  tinlinn. 

By  Mr.  C.MIV,  of  New  York:  The  pt-tiliiin  of  Trum.in 
Hiies  nni]  nllirrs,  praying  tluil  a  pension  Ik*  srnnU'd  lo  SiHli 
Morton, of  Uiieiil.iiDaniy, New  Yorli ;  wliicli  wasrcferrcd 
to  iliM  Coiiinilltee  on  Invalid  rcrision:^. 

Ily  Mr.  RXPlLUP.;  The  pclUion  of  Mlriinrl  Shurts  and 
olliem.  ellizons  of  tlie  county  of  Hunterdon,  in  the  .^late  nf 
New  Jrr:jev.  lor  a  po.-*!  m;id  iroin  Fleniiiiffloii,  via  Roland's 
Mills  and  Ailnrton,  to  Clinton,  all  in  said  county  ;  which 
was  referred  to  llie  Coiuniitlce  on  Uio  I'osl  OlTicc  uud  I'ost 
Itoads. 

IN  SENATE. 
Satuuday,  May  25,  1844. 

Mr.  B.'VYARD  presented  a  mrmorinl  from  some 
lw(!nty  orlliirty  inhabilantsof  Delaware,  praying 
that  the  ireaiy'for  the  annexation  of  Texas  may 
be  ratified;  which  w.as  ordered  to  lie  on  ihe  table. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  two  memorials, 
numerously  signed — one  from  Lancaster,  Penn- 
sylvania, and  the  other  from  Columbia  county — 
strongly  urging  the  rennnexalion  of  Texas  to  the 
United  States;  and  a  memorial  from  that  Slate, 
asking  Congress  to  reduce  the  rates  of  postage, 
and  to  abolish  the  franking  privilege;  which  were 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  FULTON  presented  a  petition  from  Jane 
Moore,  I  he  widow  of  Captain  .Sleplien  Moore,  who 
served  his  country  in  the  late  war;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

SUaVEY  OF  STRAITS. 

The  following  resolution,  siibmitled  by  Mr. 
WoouBRIDCE  yesterday,  was  taken  ujiand  adopt- 
ed: 

nciodfti,  Tliat  the  Becrct.iry  of  War  be  directed  to  re- 
port to  the  Pciiato  what  priisress  lias  been  made  In  tin:  f  ui- 
vcy  of  the  slralu  coiiueclliis  Lahen  Huron  and  Krie;  Ibnt 


he  cauie  the  purvey  thereof,  bo  far  an  made,  lo  be  repnned, 
on  a  reduced  wale",  to  ihe  HcnntP,  for  lis  O'e  ;  thai  he  re- 
port to  the  Senate  the  opinion  of  the  Departniciil  a..i  to  itie 
praellcnhililyof  hOi^lraiitlitrniiisaiiddci-ptriiliigtlirchnnDcl 
on  Uie  west  nhori-  of  the  birnits  nf  Di-uoit,  opposite  Fort 
Maiden,  ttx  to  render  It  pmrticahtc  for  Ftcnmem  and  fall 
vespeln  ;  with  an  cslimale  of  Ihe  expense  thereof,  and  of  lh< 
expense  of  removing, all  other  obslmelions  and  inipedi- 
inriiirt  to  the  eonvenivnt  and  safe  navigation  from  Lake 
Krie  to  Lake  Huron. 

STKAMSIIIP  SlicniOAN. 
The  Senate  then  took  up  for  consideration  the 
resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Breese  yesWrday, 
as  follows:' 

Itcsclred,  That  Ihc  President  be  requested,  Ifnotdetn- 
mental  lo  the  piilille  service,  lo  order  the  United  Slates 
slenunhlp  Michigan,  now  at  Erie,  Penn»ylvania,  ntbea 
ready  for  service,  to  vUit,  diirlng  the  ensuinn  tummer.  U» 
principal  porti  of  the  northern  lakes,  Including  the  ponttf 
Ohicogo,  In  the  S»lalc  of  Illinois. 

Messrs.  HUNTINGTON  and  BAYARDmade 
some  remarks  against  the  propriety  of  the  adop- 
tion of  the  resolution;  maintaining  that  itwrjuld  be 
nn  unusual  interference  with  ihe  jirerogativis  of 
the  President  to  direct  him  in  this  particular; 
that  it  would  form  an  improper  precedent.  They 
had  no  doubt  that,  if  the  Senator  who  propo«d 
the  resolution  would  personally  indicate  his  wish 
lo  the  proper  Department,  the  object  of  his  reso- 
lution would  be  carried  into  cflTect.  But  it  wai 
certainly,  in  clTect,  a  resolution  to  instruct  Uw 
President  in  his  duty. 

Messrs.  RREESE,  WOODBRIDGE,  WOOD- 
BURY, and  PORTER,  advocated  the  passage  of 
the  resolution,  which  they  maintained  was  one 
merely  lo  advise  the  Executive  of  the  wishes  of 
the  Senate,  but  not  lo  direct  him  in  his  duties; 
that  it  left  the  matter  lo  his  discretion  entirely; 
and  that  no  bad  precedent  fould  grow  out  of  it. 
It  was  very  desirable  that  the  inhabitants  rrsidinr 
in  the  cities  on  the  lakes,  where  a  public  armed 
vessel  had  never  been,  should  have  an  oppona- 
nily  of  seeing  one. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  tbe  row- 
lution  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

RIGHT  OF  TAXATION. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  tlie 
bill  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  lo  the  Stale 
of  Illinois,  10  impose  a  tax  upon  oil  lands  her»- 
after  sold  by  the  United  States  in  that  State,  from 
and  after  ihe  lime  of  such  sale. 
The  bill  was  read  the  third  time. 
Mr.  WHITE  made  Some  n-murks  against  its 
pas-sagc.     He  considered  that  it  would  not  only 
be  injurious  to  the  interests  of  the  Slate  of  Illi- 
nois, but   that  it  would  tend  to  check  eniigration 
to  the  West.     He  was  Kitisfied  timl  the  exemp- 
tion of  the  lands  sold  by  the  Government  from 
taxation  for  five  years  from  the  day  of  sale,  was 
a  great  inducement  for  settlement  in  the  Wesl. 

IVIr.  RREESE  remarked  thai  it  was  tljc  ^^nte 
of  Illinois  which  asked  the  exemption.  Il'  i!  •' 
bill  was  passed,  the  State  could  exempt  the  lantU 
from  taxation,  or  not,  as  it  might  affect  her  inter- 
est. If  she  believed  that  taxing  ihe  lands,  fnoin 
and  after  the  sale,  would  check  emigatio.  .  ' 
need  not  carry  the  law  into  effecl.  He  vrnf  -_-:- 
isGed  that  it  would  not  check  emigration.  If  he 
ihoughl  it  would  do  so,  he  should  be  the  ln.«i  one 
to  press  such  a  measure.  The  memorial  •'  "  ' 
Stale  of  Illinois  called  for  the  pas.-^aje  of  s 
law;  and  he  hoped  her  prayer  would  bcnj   i 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  bill;  and  it 
was  passed. 

HUTCniSSON  AND  RITCHIE. 
The  bill  for  the   relief  of  James  Pcmberton 
Hutchinson,  late  consul  of  the  United  Si,"  - 
Lisbtm,  and  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  K;         . 
were  read  the  third  time,  and  p.issed. 

HousK  Bir.ns  referred. 

Several  bills  from  the  House  were  read  twice, 
and  appropriately  referreU. 

WILLIAM  WVNN. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  ibe  relief  of  Wil- 
liam Wyiin,"  approved  August  II,  1842,  was 
taken  up;  and  being  amended  in  several  particu- 
lars, ,      , 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SEVIER,  it  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

AWOIRNMENT  OP  CONCIUiSS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  the  Senate  took 
up  for  consideration  the  resolution  passed  by  the 
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Senate,  fixing  the  27tli  day  of  May  for  the  ad 
journmciit  of  Con'resa  sint  die,  which  had  been 
returned  from  the  House  with  an  amendment 
substituting  the  17th  day  of  June. 

Tlie  question  immediately  pendinswas  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Evans,  fixing  the  3d  Jay  of  June. 

Mr.  EVANS  remarltcd  that,  in  consequence  of 
the  condition  of  the  public  business,'hc  would 
withdraw  the  amendment  proposed  by  himself; 
so  as  to  have  the  question  taken  on  uoncurrin?  in 
the  amChdment  of  the  House,  fixing  the  17tii  of 
June. 

Mr.  SEVIER  expressed  a  wish  that  the  Sena- 
tor would  permit  the  resolution  to  lie  on  the  table 
till  the  Inst  of  next  week,  when  the  Senate  would 
be  better  enabled  lo  judge  of  the  propriety  of  the 
proposition.  He  doubted  very  much  whether 
the  business  could  be  disposed  of  by  the  17th  of 
June.  He  thought  it  would  be  premature  action 
if  the  resolution  was  passed  upon  to-day. 

Mr.  EVANS  remarked  that  the  resolution  had 
laid  over  already  a  much  greater  length  of  time 
than  should  have  been  permitted.  The  Senate 
was  as  full  this  morning  as  it  would  be  for  some 
time  to  come.  If  the  day  was  fixed  now,  the 
public  business  would  be  dispatched  by  the  time 
proposed;  if  not,  there  was  no  lulling  when  it 
would  be  disposed  of.  The  fixing  of  a  day  always 
has  the  efifect  to  hasten  action  upon  the  publicbusi- 
ness. 

Mr.  SEVIER  moved  that  the  resolution  be 
postponed  till  Friday  next. 

Mr.  BATES  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  being  ordered  and  taken,  resulted — yeas 
24,  nays  21;  as  follows: 

YI5.\a— Messrs.  Allfn,  Archer,  Atchison,  B.igby,  Den- 
toii,  Berrien,  Krecsr,  liuchnniui.Clnytnn.Cnlqulu,  Fullun, 
linger,  Jnriiasi".  Lewis,  Mangum,  Niles,  Pliel|H,  Senipir, 
Bcvicr,  Sturiicoii,  Xallmsdgu,  Tappau,  tVoodliridgc,  aad 
Woodbury— :i4. 

N.AY8  —  Mcsfrs.  Athcrton,  Burrow,  B.nicii,  Barard, 
Clioxlo,  Dtiyion,  Evans,  Falrflpld,  Foster,  Francis,  'Han- 
itegan,  Hi^ndcrson,  Hiiiiiliiirton,  Johnson,  Miller,  Morc- 
Iiead,  i'carcu,  I'orltTjRivfs,  White,  aud  Wright— 21. 

So  the  resolution  was  postponed  till  Friday 
next. 

neiRS  OF  noBERT  m'iiardt. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  BAGBY,  the  Committee  on 
Territories  was  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  memorial  of  the  heirs  of  Robert 
McHardy,  praying  the  payment  of  certain  awards 
for  losses  sustained  by  the  incursions  of  patriots 
in  Florida;  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary. 

TUB  TAItlFF. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  the  Senate  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  the  resolution  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  for  the  indefinite  post- 
ponement of  the  bill,  introduced  by  Mr.  McDop- 
EiE,  to  reduce  the  rate  of  duties  under  the  present 
tariff,  to  the  standurd  of  the  compromise  act. 

Mr.  EVANS  remarked  that  the  subject  had 
been  discussed  to  an  extent  almost  to  exlidust  it; 
and  he  wished  to  be  understood  that  it  was  ex- 
pected to  have  it  disposed  of  finally  before  the 
adjournment  to-day. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  being  entitled  to  the  fioor 
from  the  day  the  subject  was  last  before  the  Sen- 
ate, rose  Olid  spoke  for  two  hours  in  opposition 
to  the  restrictive  policy  of  the  act  of  1842,  wliicli 
the  bill  introduced  by  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina  proposed  to  modify  so  as  to  reduce  it  to 
the  standard  of  the  compromise  act.  He  first 
adverted  to  the  disadvantages  which  he  felt  he 
should  have  to  contend  against  in  any  endeavor 
to  attract  the  attention  of  the  Senate  on  a  topic 
so  lon^  pending  and  so  often  interrupted  by  mat- 
ters of  fresher  interest.  He  felt,  however,  that 
although  there  was  little  prospect  of  any  action 
being  taken  on  the  subject  this  session,  this  ques- 
tion of  taxation  was  one  of  such  importance,  in 
a  national  point  of  view,  that  he  would  sland  ex- 
cused for  occupying  the  brief  time  required  for 
_  the  delivery  of  his  views  on  the  subject.  Other 
■  topics  more  exciting  for  the  moment,  and  not  so 
worn  out  in  argument,  mi»ht  awaken  a  tempo- 
rary interest;  but  none  could  be  more  important, 
because  it  involved  a  vital  principle  of  the  insti- 
tutions of  the  country — the  power  of  taxation. 
The  protective  policy  was  an  abuse  of  that  taxing 
power,  by  which  it  was  perverted  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  the  rich  richer,  and  the  poor 
poorer;  and  it  was  to  this  perversion  be  should 
direct  his  remarks. 


Mr.  A.  here  entered  into  a  historical  review  Of 
the  tariff  policy  of  the  Government,  from  the  year 
1789  to  the  year  1816,  when  it  was  superseded  by 
the  protective  policy:  and  he  then  sketched  the 
restrictive  system  inider  the  operation  of  the  acts 
of  1816,  1824,  and  1828,  ^escribing  the  circum- 
stances which  led  to  the  compromise  act,  its  ef- 
fects, and  the  false  issues  which  brought  about 
the  act  of  1842.  In  this  review  he  showed  that 
every  advocate  of  a  return  to  high  duties  in 
1841-42,  repudiated  the  idea  that  there  was  any 
intention  of  violating  the  principles  of  the  com- 
promise act,  or  of  resuscitating  the  protecting 
policy  of  18^.  ye  read  various  extracts  from 
leading  Whig  speeches  in  both  Housed,  during 
the  session  of  1841-42,  to  prove  that  the  pledges 
given  against  returning  to  the  protective  system 
were  of  the  strongest  kind,  and  altogether  at  va- 
riance with  the  Whig  speeches  made  this  session 
in  defense  of,  and  advocating  openly  and  avow- 
edly, the  protective  policy  for  the  sake  of  pro- 
tection alone. 

Mr.  A.  next  sliowed  that,  throughout  the  whole 
of  the  extra  session  of  1841,  and  the  first  six 
months  of  the  succeeding  session,  all  the  prom- 
ises of  the  party  in  power,  in  relation  to  the  im- 
Crovement  of  the  condition  of  the  country,  were 
ased  upon  the  project  of  a  national  bank.  That 
was  to  be  the  great,  the  only  panacea  to  be  relied 
on  for  the  restoration  of  public  credit,  general 
confidence,  the  revival  of  business  and  national 
prosperity.  It  was  then  said  by  Mr.  Clay,  Mr. 
Fillmore,  and  other  leaders  of*^  the  party,  that, 
without  that  panacea,  the  currency  never  could 
be  sound,  exchanges  never  would  be  equalized, 
confidence  restored,  or  public  credit  and  national 
prosperity  resuscitated.  Nobody  then  said  these 
consequences  were  to  flow  from  a  return  to  the 
protective  system  and  a  restorative  larifT.  They 
were  to  be  the  fruits  of  a  revival  of  the  United 
States  bank.  But,  daring  the  present  debate,  it 
had  been  found  that,  without  a  national  bank,  the 
credit  of  the  Government  had  been  restored,  the 
currency  bad  become  sound,  exchanges  had  be- 
come easy  and  equalized,  business  had  revived, 
and  the  national  prosperity  was  progressive;  and 
all  at  once  the  consequences  are  attributed  to  the 
tariff  act  of  1842,  and  the  return  to  the  protective 
policy.  The  palpable  inconsistency  of  attempt- 
ing to  reconcile  predictions  with  events,  by  cred- 
iting promises  Of  effects  from  abortive  causes  to 
other  causes,  not  taken  into  account  at  the  time 
of  prediction,  was  perfectly  manifest.  Not  even 
ofter  the  act  of  1842  had  gone  into  operation  were 
these  effects  expected  to  result  from  it;  for,  in  the 
session  of  1842-43,  the  reports  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Aleans,  tlic  reports  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  and  various  Whig  speeches  in 
both  Houses,  showed  that  no  reliance  was  placed 
on  the  tariff  act  in  comparison  with  the  advant- 
ages expected  to  flow  from  the  creation  of  some 
bank  or  exchequer  similar  to  a  national  bank. 
But  for  the  recommendation  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  addressed  to  the  Committee  of 
Way.i  and  Means,  to  allow  the  Government  stock 
to  be  sold  in  the  market  for  whatever  it  would 
bring,  the  public  credit  would  have  revived  before 
the  existence  of  the  tariff  act  of  1812;  and  if  there 
was  any  such  effect  derivable  from  that  act,  it 
was  to  be  attributed  to  the  certainty  which  it 
gave  that  the  clause  in  the  distribution  act,  sus- 
pending the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
sxles  of  the  public  lands,  became  operative  in 
consequence  of  duties  exceeding  twenty  percent, 
being  established.  This  restored  lo  the  Treas- 
ury that  pledge  upon  which  the  public  creditor 
rested  more  implicitly  than  upon  any  restrictions 
of  commerce,  destructive  of  revenue.  The  pros- 
perity of  the  country  had  been  in  spite  of  the  re- 
strictive act  of  1842,  and  not  in  consequence  of 
it;  and  to  attribute  to  it  effects  which,  both  be- 
fore and  after  its  adoption,  were  predicated  upon 
national  bank  scheim-s  which  fell  abortive  to  the 
ground,  was  a  manifest  absurdity. 

Mr.  A.,  in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  exhib- 
ited numerous  and  glaring  inconsistencies  exhib- 
ited by  the  present  doctrines  of  the  friends  of 
protection,  contrasted  with  the  tenets  they  held, 
in  18J0,  1841,  1842. 

Mr.  RIVES  next  obtained  tlis  floor,  and  ex- 
pressed a  desire  to  oddress  the  Senate  on  the 
subject;  but  the  usual  hour  of  adjournment  having 
arrived,  on  his  motion. 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 

SATDRDAT,'Jlfatf  3o,  1844. 

Mr.  WELLER  took  the  chair  as  Speaker  pn 
tempore  as  soon  as  the  Journal  had  been  read, and 
announced  the  business  first  in  order  to  be  the 
motion  to  print  the  report  from  the  Committee  of 
Elections  in  relation  to  the  contested  scat  of  Hon. 
J.  W.  Jokes. 

On  (he  suggestion  of  Mr.  NEWTON,  this 
subject  was  further  postponed  to  Wednesday 
next. 

ADJUSTMENT  OF  LAND  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  SLIDELL  submitted  a  resolution  to  tcrm- 
inote  all  debate  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  at 
four  o'clock  on  Thursday  next  on  the  bill  to  pro- 
vide for  the  adjustment  of  land  claims  within  the 
States  of  Missouri,  Arkansas,  and  Louisiana, 
and  the  Territory  of  Iowa,  and  in  those  parts  of 
the  States  of  Mississippi  and  Alabama  south  of 
tire  thirty-first  degree  of  north  latitude,  between 
the  Mississippi  and  Perdido  rivers. 

Mr.  C.JOUNSON  hoped  the  resolution  would 
be  agreed  to,  with  the  understanding  that  the  bill 
would  be  taken  up  on  Thursday  morning.    . 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

•  APPROPRIATIONS  FOR  THK  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  PRATT,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  and  Grounds,  to  whom  were  referred 
the  report  fh>m  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
made  on  the  Hth  of  July,  184U,  in  relation  to  nil 
moneys  appropriated,  to  be  expended  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columoia*by  acts  of  Congress  since  tho 
location  of  the  scatof  Government  within  the  Dis- 
trict, made  a  report  thereon;  which  was  laid  upon 
the  table. 

•  MONUMENT  SQUARJ.    . 

Mr.  PRATT  reported  a  joint  resolution  to  fcnco 
and  lay  Out  monument  square,  Wasliington  city; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  tlie  Union, 

INVENTORY  OF  PUBLIC  PROPERTY. 
Mr.  PRATT  offered  the  following  resolution; 
which  was  adopted : 

Raohal,  That  nil  the  oflicrra  or  other  persons  having 
charge  of  the  public  property  shall  cause  n  cnrrrct  inven- 
tory of  the  same  to  be  made  on  tho  1st  day  of  July,  In  each 
and  every  year,  and  report  the  same  to  the  Secretaries  of 
the  proper  Deparuuents ;  wtio  are  iicreby  directed  In  causa 
a  synopsis,  or  general  amount,  to  be  reported  to  CongreM 
on  or  before  tlie  l.t  day  of  January  Uiereafter. 

STATUE  OF  WASUINOTON. 
Mr.  PRATT  submitted  the  following: 

Re$olrcd  by  the  Senate  ortd  Howie  of  Repreaentativet  of 
the  Unitetl  States  of  America  in  Congrett  assembledf  That 

tlieConimlssioucrof  Public  Buildings  be,  and  ho  Is  hereby 
authorized  to  remove  and  make  sale  of  the  building  In 
which  the  statue  of  Washington  has  been  placed  ;  nnd  that, 
with  the  money  nri.-^liig  frnm  the  sale  of  said  building,  he 
cause  the  statue  to  be  inclosed  with  a  suitable  rolling. 

Mr.  HALE  moved  to  strike  out  nil  that  part 
that  proposed  to  rail  the  statue  round. 

Mr.  BOWEN  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  table;  which  was  negatived. 

Mr.  HOLMES  said  he  had  no  objection  to  the 
house  in  which  the  statue  was  inclo-ned  being 
removed;  but  he  thought  the  present  site  an  in- 
appropriate one  for  the  statue  itself.  He  suggested 
that  it  should  be  placed  where  the  naval  monu- 
ment now  stood,  at  the  west  front  of  the  Capitol, 
and  that  that  monument  should  be  returned  to  the 
navy-yard.  He  said  he  had  received  a  letter  from 
the  artist,  now  at  Florence, in  which  he  assented 
to  the  change  of  position  of  the  statue,  but  ho 
desired  that  it  should  be  preserved  from  the  action 
of  the  elemenia. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  commented  on  the 
tnniiy  removals  of  the  statue,  and  the  expense 
which  that  locomotion  had  occasioned,  and  then 
said,  llic  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  now 
proposes,  without  consulting  the  artist  or  his 
friends,  to  denude  llie  stauio,  and  to  remove  it  to 
a  new  position,  to  the  displacement  of  another 
statue,  which  had  been  standing  for  the  last  half 
century,  placing  it  upon  a  usurped  pedestal.  Ho 
hoped  the  House  would  not  accede  to  the  propo- 
sition, unless  they  were  prepared  to  establish  n 
runulnglocomoti  veto  convey  that  ponderotiR  mass 
of  Immobility  constantly  froai  place  lo  place. 

Mr.  HALE  said  his  reason  for  submitting  the 
amendment  was  this:  he  believed,  as  a  work  of 
art,  it  was  bad — bad  in  design  and  bad  in  execu- 
Uoii;  and  he  was  o]>poscd  to  any  further  expend- 
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ilure  beinp:  raadc  in  reference  to  it.  He  was  for 
removing  llie  covering  iliat  llio  eli>menls  iniglit 
wear  it  out.  lie  ihouglit  it  was  discreditable  both 
to  the  artist  and  the  nation.  The  optics  of  tlic 
geiuleman  from  South  Carolina  must  be  sharp 
indeed,  if  ho  could  discover  a  pli'.ce  in  the  liabitii- 
ble  globe  where,  beinj;  placed,  it  would  excite  the 
admiration  of  nnybotly.  IIb  was  for  Ki:"i»g  •''' 
of  it.  And  if,  according  to  the  idea  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania,  it  could  be  made  loco- 
motive, he  Ihought  it  ou<:lil  not  to  cease  moving 
until  it  got  beyond  the  fuitliest  boundary  of  the 
Republic,. 

Mr.  WINTIIROP  defended  the  statue.  Ile 
w.na  surprised  at  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  Hampshire.  The  gentlcmaii  seemed 
to  set  his  face  against  everything  connected  with 
the  Father  of  his  Country.  A  very  fmv  weeks 
ago,  when  there  was  a  scene  of  no  little  interest 
in  this  House,  occasioned  by  the  presentation  of 
the  camp  chest  of  General  Washington,  the  gen- 
tleman's voice,  on  the  queslion  of  reception,  was 
heard  in  the  negative.  He  would  be  sorry  to 
question  the  gentleman's  taste  on  the  subject  con- 
nected with  granite,  as  he  comes  from  thegranjte 
State;  but  he  must  be  allowed  to  questioji  Iiis 
laslc  00  the  subject  of  marble  statues. 

The  gentleman  must  have  forgotten  tjie  numer- 
ous teslmionies  which  had  been  ixMidered  to  the 
excellence  of  the  statue  and  the  genius  of  the 
artist.  He  could  himself  have  wished  that  the 
design  of  the  artist  had  been  of  a  nature  to  attract 
the  popular  regard  rather  more  thai  it  was  calcu- 
lated to  do;  but  he  could  no'l  listen  quietly  to  the 
unqualified  condemnation  of  the  work  of  tlic  first 
American  sculptor.  WhateverdinVrenccsof  opin- 
ion there  might  be  as  to  the  merits  of  the  design, 
he  could  not  believe  that  any  gentleman  would 
vole  for  destroying  the  work.  He  ihonghl  flie 
matter  ought  to  be  referred  to  a  cominillee;  and 
with  this  view,  he  would  move  that  the  resolu- 
tion now  ortered  be  referred  to  a  committee  of 
five  members,  with  instruclions  to  report  n  plan 
for  llic  permanent  location  of  the  staine. 

Mr.  PllATT  remarked  that  the  object  of  the 
coramillee  was,  that  for  the  present  the  statue  be 
exposed  agahi  lo  public  view;  and  in  a  few  weeks 
it  might  be  determined  what  further  disposition 
should  be  made  of  it. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGEllSOLL  inquired  if  there  was 
anything  in  the  pending  proceedings  respecting 
the  group  of  slnluary  lately  erected. 

NIr.  PilATT.  Nothing  whatever.  They  arc 
distinct  and  separate  mattiMs. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGIillSOLL  observed  that  he  was 
informed  an  Indian  was  in  attendance  for  the  pur- 
pose of  remonstrating,  declaring  that  there  never 
was  an  Indian  girl  dressed  in  that  way.  [Laugh- 
ter.] 

The  question  was  put  on  the  adoption  of  the 
le.solulioii;  and — by  ayes  eighty-two,  noes  not 
counted — it  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Wis- 
Timop's  motion  to  refer  tlie  resolution  to  a  com- 
mittee of  five,  with  instruciions  lo  report  a  plan 
for  tlie  permanent  locjition  of  the  Blaluc,  and  de- 
cided in  Ihe  alKrinalive. 

WESTKRN  STEAM  NAVIGATION. 
Mr.  TIBBATTS  moved  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

licaoheil.  Thai  nil  ili  hate  on  llniis?  Iiill  No.  71,  for  reg- 
l:[ijliiijjltiQ  navipallon  (il'st.-niiilxiatj  on  ilie  wcMerli  rivcrit, 
i:i  tlie  t;i>niinlni-'e  of  llic  Wlmle  on  the  stale  ul'llic  Utiimi, 
Flinll  cease  nii  Mund.'iy,  Uie  'M  iliiy  ol"  June  ne.M,  M  tlirne 
o'clock,  and  tin*  corunincc  llicii  [iroi-eed  lo  vole  on  the 
pi-nilini;  anieiidnienl.-',  and  saeli  us  in;iy  l»o  olFyrcd,  and  re- 
IKjrt  tile  l^alnc  nt  ilie  llouiie. 

The  SPEAKER,  ruled  ll.al  tlie  resolution  v/as 
not  in  order,  us  the  bill  had  never  been  debated 
in  commitieo. 

Mr.  TIBB.'VTTS  ihen  moved  n  suspension  of 
the  rules,  that  llie  House  might  resolve  itself  into 
llic  Committee  of  ihe  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union  on  that  bill. 

The  motion  was  negatived. 

THE  MORMON'S. 
Mr.  WENTWORTH  asked  permisEion  lo 
present  a  memorial  from  General  Joseph  Smith, 
the  head  of  the  Mormons,  and  rcfpic^■ted  that  it 
r.iight  be  read  by  the  Clerk  for  the  information  of 
llie  House. 

The  Clerk  commenced  the  reading  of  the  me- 
ir.oriiil.    . 
Mr  J.  R.  JJNGERSOLL  objected  to  any  fur- 


ther reading  of  the  paper.    He  had  objected  to  the 

recf'ptioii  at  first,  and  still  objected. 

Mr.  WELLER  observed  that  if  memorials  of 
this  kind  were  lo  be  read,  he  was  intrusted  with 
the  presentation  of  one  of  a  peculiar  character, 
from  certain  citizens  of  Frederick  county,  Mary- 
land. 

Mr.  WENTAVORTII  said  he  would  move  n 
susp.  nsion  of  the  rules,  lo  enable  him  lo  have  the 
paper  read;  and  ho  wished  to  inquire  of  ihe  Chair 
whether  it  would  be  in  order  for  him  to  assign  his 
reasons  for  making  such  a  motion. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  observed  ifthegcntlcman  v/ould 
yield  iiim  the  floor,  he  wouldymove  to  suspend 
the  rules,  to  go  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  Orezon  bill. 

Mr.  WENTWORTII  said  that,  as  he  had  the 
floor,  he  would  make  the  motion.  Mr.  W.  then 
moved  that  the  rules  be  suspended,  for  the  pur- 
po.-^c  of  going  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  Oregon  bill. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  .the  question  would 
be  put  on  suspending  ih'^  rules  to  go  into  the  Com- 
mittee of  the -Whole.  If  that  motion  prevailed, 
the  gentleman  could  move  to  lake  up  any  bill  he 
ploa-scd. 

Mr.  VANCE  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
ihe  question;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  McK.W  inquired,  if  the  House  should 
refuse  to  go  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  if  it 
could,  by  postponement  of  the  previous  orders, 
take  up  ihe  naval  approprialion  bill,  which  had 
been  reported  from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  SPE A  KER  said  that  a  motion  to  that  tflTecl 
would  require  a  vole  of  two  thirds. 

The  question  was  put  on  suspending  the  rules, 
and  rejected — yeas  79,  nays  86,  as  follows: 

YE.\S— Messrs.  Andersion,  Arriiigton,  Dayly,  nelscr, 
nenlon,  nidlack,  James  A.  lUack,  Blackwi-ll,  Uowir,  Bo»^ 
lin,  Itovd,  Urinkcrhoir,  nurUc,  Hurl,  Ualdivcll,  Jeremiah 
E.Carv'.Callin,  Reuben  Chapman,  Augustus  A.  Chapman, 
Coles,' Culloin,  Darragli.  Dilllnsliani,  DouRlas,  Duncan, 
Diinlap.  Ellis,  Fickliii,  Ftfsler,  French.  Uyraui  (Jreen,  Male, 
llnnilili.  li.TMimeit.  Hardin,  Uciiley,  tlerrlck,  Hoge,  llnus- 
toii,  II  ihard,  Janipson,  Andrew  Johnson,  George  VV. 
Jonc.1,  Andrew  Kennedy,  Lnhranche,  Liious,  I.unipkin, 
Maclay,  Mathews,  McCau-ilcn,  McClernand,  McDowell, 
Joseph  Morris,  .Miirjihy,  Norrls,  Owen,  I'liyne,  Emery  D. 
I'litler.  Curdy.  Kalhliun,  Ucdins,  llellc.  Hitter,  Roberts, 
Russell,  Saunders,  Tlioina.s  Sniilh,  Roherl  .Smith, Steenrod, 
Stetson,  Ptilci,  Slonc,  Strom;.  Taylor,  TibbatLs,  Tucker, 
Welter,  Wcntworth,  and  Williams— 7a. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Abbot,  Ailams,  llaker,  Barrinser,  Bar- 
nard. Ilrensic,  ilrodiiead,  Milton  Urmn,  Jcreniinh  Bnwn, 
Dutrinslon,  Campbell,  Carroll,  Chappell,  Cllncman,  Cobb, 
(,'rau-ton,  Dana,  Uanlel,  Delict,  Diikey,  Dickinson,  Far- 
lee,  Fish,  Florence,  Foot.  Giddings,  Onirsin.  Willis  Green, 
Grlnnell,Hays,  llubbeil,  Hudson,  Ilunsirl'ord,  Washington 
lliiMl,  James  U.  Hunt,  Joseph  R.  Inccrsoll,  Irvin,  Terley  B. 
Johnson,  John  1'.  Kennedy,  Daniel  1'.  Kinc,  Kirkpairick, 
I.yon,  Marsh,  McMvaine,  McKay,  Edward  J.  Morris, 
Morse,  Nca,  Ncwion,  Parnienter,  Patterson,  I'cylon,  Phoe- 
nis,  Pollfwk,  Preston,  Ramsey,  Charles  M.Recd,  David  P. 
Reid,  Rockwell,  Rodney,  Rogers,  Sample,  Schenek,  8en- 
tir.  Severance,  Thomas  II.  .ieymour,  David  L.  Seymour, 
Simons,  Alhcrl  Smllli,  John  T.  Smith,  Caleb  II.  Saillh, 
Stephens,  .Andrev/  Slewarl,  .lohti  Stewart,  Summers, 
Thoinas.'on.  Tilden,  Tyler,  Vanee,  Vannicler,  Vinton, 
Wethcred,  W'hltn,  Wiallliop,  William  Wright,  and  Joseph 
A.Wrlghl— SO. 

CLOSE  OP  DEBATK. 

Mr.  JAMESON  oncred  a  resolution  providing 
that  all  debate  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
I  ho  bill  providing  payment  for  horses  lost  by  ihe 
P.li.ssouri  volunleers'in  ihc  Florida  war,  in  one 
hour  after  ihe  House  should  go  into  the  Commit- 
tee of  ihe  AVIiole  on  the  same. 

Mr.  McKAY  objected  that  the  resolution  was  not 
in  order,  as  the  bill  hud  never  been  considered  in 
committee.  Ho  moved  lo  pu.slpoiie  the  previous 
orders,  so  as  lo  take  up  the  naval  appropriation 
bill. 

Mr.  JAMESON  said  that  the  bill  had  been  con- 
sidered in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  had 
been  discussed  by  a  half  dozen  gentlemen;  and  it 
vms  only  laid  aside  at  the  request  of  the  chairman 
of  the  Commilteo  on  Military  Afluirs,  to  obtain 
some  information  from  the  War  Department. 

'i'he  SPEAKER  said  that  the  gentleman  from 
Missouri  was  correct  in  his  statement  of  fads;  and 
the  resolution  was  in  order. 

The  question  was  then  put;  and  the  rosolutton 
was  agreed  to. 

PENSIONS  TO  WIDOWS. 
Mr.  SEYMOUR  moved  lo  su.spcnd  the  rules 
to  go  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and  said 
that,  if  the  motion  prevailed,  ho  should  move  to 
take  up  the  bill  in  relation  to  the  pension:;  of  the 
v/idows  of  rcTolutionary  soldiers. 


Mr.  "VANCE  said,  to  lest  the  question  whether 
ihe  House  would  set  oaide  private  bills  altogether, 
ho  would  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

A  snflicieiit  number  not  rising,  the  ycaa  and 
nays  were  not  ordered. 

The  queslion  was  put  on  suspending  the  rules, 
and  it  v.'aa  carried. 

PRITATE  CALEKDAE. 

Mr.  VANCE  then  moved  that  the  Hoose  re- 
solve itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  WTlolc  on 
the  Private  Calendar;  which  motion  being  agreed 
to, 

Mr.  V.  moved  that  by  general  consent,  llis 
committee  proceed  with  sucTi  bills  as  would  nol 
give  rise  lo  debote;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Various  bills  were  Uiken  up,  but  as  they  were 
objected  lo,  ihey  were  not  ,iclcd  upon. 

The  following  were  read,  and  laid  aside  to  be 
reported  to  the  House: 

A  bill  for  the  reliefofF.  P.  Ambler,  C.  P.  Am- 
bler, and  Elizabeth  Pearce,  heirs  of  Elizabeth 
llowc; 

A  bill  fur  thcrcliefof  General  William  Eaton 'a 
heirs; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Susannah,  widow  of 
William  Scott; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  owner  and  crew  of 
the  schooner  Mary  Francis; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  owners  and  crew  of 
the  schooner  Garnelt; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  owner  and  crew  of 
the  schooner  Forilla; 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Langtry  and  Jenkins; 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  R.  Joyne; 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  D.  Akison; 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Francis  Summcmncr; 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  A.  D.  W.  Bodly; 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  E.  Kiddon; 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Murphy; 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Harvey  Parke; 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  J.  P.Converse; 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  C.  P.  Sengstack; 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  David  Allspnch; 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  Singley; 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  Weiitling; 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Uriah  Loomis; 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Amaziah  Goodwin; 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  of  George 
Maradcn ; 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Edmonson; 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  A.  Linton; 
A  bil!  for  the  relief  of  Pi'ter  Wilson; 
A  bill  tor  the  relief  of  Maria  Ostrandcr; 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  B.  Perry,  tl  ol.; 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ferguson  and  Reid; 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  lienry  Do  Pcyster; 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  G.  Skinner; 
A  bill  from  the  Senate  to  incorporatelhr  George- 
town College,  in  the  District  of  Columbia; 

A  bill  lo'cnnfirin  the  claim  of  Antonio  Chcriao 
to  a  tract  of  land  in  Louisiana; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  W   P.  Duvr.Il; 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Rnead; 
A  bill  for  th«  relief  of  Francis  Cazcau,  of  Mon- 
treal ; 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  lietrs  of  P.  Thornton; 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  W.J.  Baker; 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  .Moore; 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  J.  A.  Bryan; 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Patrick  Maslerson; 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sherman  Pierce; 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Drusilln  Giescy; 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lund  Washington; 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  owners  and  crew  of 
the  schooner  Privado; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  owner  and  crew  of 
the  schooner  Two  Brothers; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  H.  Russell,  el  «/.; 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  owners  aiid  crew  of 
the  schooner  Dove; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Francis  Yost  and  J.  P- 
Rogers; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Harvey  Hetb; 
A  bill  lor  the  relief  of  P.  B.  Holmes  and  W. 
Pedrick; 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Alice  Usher; 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Millstead; 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Newingham; 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  Barller; 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Perham; 
A  bill  for  the  benefit  of  P.  Schwartziraber; 
A  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  heirs  of  Cbriatopber 
Miller; 
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A  bill  for  the  benefit  of  Barnabas  Baker  and 
others,  owners  of  the  schooner  Union; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Solomon  Sturges,  assignee 
of  Humphrey  Rechcreek; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Abelard  Guthrie; 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  John  Hart; 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  S.  Ketcbum; 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  S.  Ketchum,  late 
special  Indian  agent; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry  S.  Comwnger; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Asenath  Orris,  widow  of 
a.  Orris; 

A  bOI  for  the  relief  of  Jonathan  Bean; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Munroe; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Asa  Davis; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  W.  Church; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Manllus  V.Thompson, 
sole  executor  of  Miles  W.  Dickey;  ^ 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  MePherson; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Josiah  Dillon; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Sands; 

A  bill  for  th6  relief  of  Ann  Hunter,  Mridow  of 
Robert  Hunter; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Nancy  Wilson,  widow 
of  Captain  William  Wilson; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  McCauley; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  M.  M.  Tclfmr; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Francois  Chretien  and 
widow  Baptiste  Berard; 

A  bill  for  the  relwf  of  Susannah  Warner; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  R.  Daris; 

A  bili  for  the  relief  of  F.  A.  Keir; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Peters,  Moore,  A  Co.; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Margaret  Dougherty; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Amos  Proctor; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  widow  Hannah  Duboise ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  Harrison; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hiram  Murch; 

A  bill  to  test  the  utility  of  the  submarine  tele- 
scope; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Atchison ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Henson; 

A  joint  resolution  for  the  relief  of  Soltmarsh  ft 
Fuller; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Captain  Charles  W.  Mor- 
gan; and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Murphy. 

Mr.  ADAMS  rose,  and  objected  to  Senate  bill 
No.  58,  for  the  relief  of  Henry  DePeyster. 

The  CHAIRMAN  ruled  the  objection  out  of 
order,  as  the  bill  had  been  passed  by  in  its  order, 
and  was  laid  aside,  to  be  reported  to  the  House. 

Mr.  ADAMS  appealed  from  the  decision. 

The  question  being  put  on  sustaining  the  de- 
cision, tellers  were  ordered,  who  reported  eighty 
in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  ADAMS  withdrew  the  appeal. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  STEWART,  of  Connecti- 
cut, the  committee  rose  and  reported  the  bills 
which  had  been  agreed  to. 

ADJOCBNHKNT  OTEIt. 

Mr.  WELLEUl  moved  that  when  the  House 
adjourns,  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Wednesday  next, 
at  eleven  o'clock. 

Mr.  REDING  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  RATHBUN  moved  a  coll  of  the  House. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  taken  on  agreeing  to 
Mr.  Weli.er'>  motion;  and  resulted — yeas  39, 
nays  74. 

The  motion  to  adjourn  was  negatived. 

Mr.  SAMPLE  moved  that  when  the  House 
adjourns,  it  adjourn  to  meet  at  eleven  o'clock  on 
Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  UEDING  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
but  they  were  not  ordered. 

The  question  being  taken  on  adjourning  over 
to  Tuesday,  the  vote  was — ayes  70,  noes  32;  no 
quorum  voting. 

Tellers  were  called  for'  and  ordered;  and  the 
vote  being  taken,  resulted — nyes  70,  noes  35;  no 
quorum  voting. 

Mr.  STEENROD  said  that  several  members 
had  sat  still  without  voting;  there  was  a  quorum 
in  the  House;  and  he  called  for  another  count. 

After  some  conversation,  the  vote  was  taken 
over  again,  and  resulted— ayes  67,  noes  35. 
.  Mr.  McDowell  moved  that  the  House  ad- 
journ. 

Mr.  HUNT  rose  to  a  question  of  order.  He 
asked  the  Speaker  if  it  was  in  order  to  move  an 


adjournment  when  the  House  was  dividing,  and 
before  the  result  was  declared  ? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  a  motion  to  ad- 
journ would  not  be  in  order  while  the  House  was 
dividing  and  before  the  result  was  declared.  But 
in  this  case  the  question  had  been  taken  and  the 
result  was  declared.  A  motion  to  adjourn  was 
therefore  in  order. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  motion  to 
adjourn;  and  it  was  negatived. 

Mr.  SAMPLE  moved  that  when  this  House 
adjourns,  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Tuesday  next,  at 
twelve  o'clock. 

Mr.  HAMMETT  suggested  Wednesday,  at 
twelve  o'clock. 

Mr.  SAMPLE  did  not  assent  to  the  modifica- 
tion. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  called  on  Mr.  Sam- 
ple's motion;  and  being  taken,  resulted — yeas  53, 
nays  71. 

So  the  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HAMMETT  moved  that  when  this  House 
adjourns,  it  adjourn  to  meetagain  at  twelvco'clock 
on  Wednesday;  but  as  it  did  not  meet  with  the 
approval  of  the  House,  he  withdrew  it. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

The  followiiig  pctUiom,  presented  to-dsy,  were  banded 
to  Itae  repnrten  by  tbe  members  pre<enUng  llKm : 

Dy  Mr.  BLACK,  of  Penxiaylviinia:  Tlic  pctiUon  of  Jon- 
athan Shnfcr,  of  WosLiingtoncouniy,  Mary  land,  oaklng  pay- 
ment rnr  a  Ion  flnal-setUeinent  certificate  lasucd  toCbrlsUon 
Orcndorff. 

By  Mr.  HARPER:  Tbe  petition  of  Jobn  R.  Reecc  and 
one  liundred  and  el|bt  uUien,  citlzena  of  Knox,  Franklin, 
and  Licking  counUe?,  Oblo;  of  L.  O.  Granger  nnd  thirty- 
five  others,  citizens  of  said  counties;  of  CuIlIsRunnpis  and 
tbirty-two  othera,  ciUzens  of  said  counties ;  of  Abraham 
SteemsD  and  seventy-elgbt  others,  citizens  of  said  counties; 
of  E.  Wheaton  and  fifty  others,  clUzeni  of  said  counties ; 
praying  a  reduction  of  the  rates  of  postage,  and  that  tbe 
franking  privilege  be  abolished  or  restricted. 

By  Sir.  8TEWA»r,  of  Pennsylvania :  The  petition  of  a 
number  of  citizens  of  Western  Virginia,  for  on  Increased 
duty  on  foreign  salt ;  which  wu  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Manufactures. 
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Mr.  TALLMADGE  presented  amemorial  from 
free  colored  citizens  ofthe  city  and  county  of  New 
York,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  praying  for  the 
correction  of  certain  errors  in  the  last  census,  upon 
which-the  Secretary  of  State,  in  his  letter  to  Mr. 
Packenhani,  had  founded  statements  which  the 
memorialists  deny;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Comri^illce  on  the  Judiciary. 

Also,  eight  memorials,  fi-om  different  sections 
ofthe  State  of  New  York,  remonstrating  against 
any  change  in  the  present  tariff;  which  were  laid 
on  the  table. 

Also,  a  njemorial  from  certain  citizens  of  the 
same  State  against  the  annexation  of  Texas  to 
the  United  States;  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BARROW  presented  the  memorial  of 
Thomas  L.  Adams,  proyingfor  the  discontinuance 
of  spirit  rations  in  the  Navy  ofthe  United  States; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs. 

Mr.  PEARCE  presented  a  mcmoriol  from  the 
mayor  of  Baltimore,  praying  for  nn  appropriation 
for  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of  that  city. 
Mr.  P.  remarked  that,  as  the  harbor  bill  had  been 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and 
would  shortly  come  before  the  Senate,  he  would 
ask  that  the  memorial  be  Inid  on  the  table  till  ihnt 
bill  came  up,  when  lie  should  move  on  amend- 
ment in  accordance  with  its  prayer;  and  it  was 
laid  on  the  table  accordingly. 

Mr.  JARNAGIN  presented  the  memorial  of 
Preston  Ilarrct,  r.nd  other  Choi-okce  claimants, 
praying  the  pnssoge  of  an  net  declaring  the  decis- 
ion of  the  Committee  oii  Claims,  under  the  17th 
article  of  the  Cherokee  treaty  in  1835,  to  be  final, 
ond  providing  fur  payment  of  certificates  issued 
in  accordance  with  their  decision;  which  was 
referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  Indian  Ad'airs. 

.Mr.  McDUFFlE  presented  the  incinoriul  nnd 
proSeedings  of  n  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Ker- 
shaw, in  the  district  of  South  Carolina,  in  favor 
of  the  annexation  of  Te::as  to  the  United  States; 
which  were  laid  on  the  table. 

RESOLUTIONS  OF  NORTn  CAROLINA. 
Mr.  CRITTENDEN  moved  that  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs  bo  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  certain  resolutions  ofthe 


General  Assembly  of  North  Carolina,  touching 
the  erection  in  that  State  of  an  arsenal  of  con- 
struction and  bureau  of  equipment;  and  the  com- 
mittee were  accordingly  discharged  from  the  con- 
sideration of  the  same. 

EXCUANOE  OF  PROPERTY. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  said  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  had  also  had  under  considera- 
tion the  subject  of  exchanges  of  small  portions  of 
property  belonging  to  the  CTovemment  at  Harper's 
Ferry  and  Springfield,  which  were  desired  for  the 
convenience  both  of  the  Government  and  individ- 
uals in  those  neighborhoods  holding  property 
contiguous;  and  in  compliance  with  the  mutual 
wishes  of  the  parties,  the  committee  reported  two 
jcrint  resolutions. 

Mr.  BATES  explained  that  these  exchanges 
would  be  a  convenience  both  (o  the  Government 
and  to  the  individuals;  and,  as  there  were  some 
improvementsin  Springficldawaitingactionin  this 
matter,  he  hoped  the  resolutions  would  now  be 
read  and  advanced. 

The  resoludons  were  accordingly  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading. 

BTEAMSniP  MICniOAN. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  ^emarkod  that  he  under- 
stood the  Senator  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Breese]  had 
no  objection  to  the  reference  of  his  resolution  (re- 
lative to  the  steam  vessel  Michigan,  now  con- 
structing at  Erie,  Pennsylvania,  visiting  the  upper 
lakes)  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs;  and 
he  hoped,  therefore,  it  would  be  taken  up  and  so 
referred. 

The  resolution,  on  motion  to  that  eflfect,  was 
accordingly  taken  up,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Naval  Affairs. 

nKIRS  OF  ROBERT  FCLTON. 

Mr.  PEARCE  mpved  to  suspend  the  previous 
orders,  with  a  view  of  taking  up  the  Senate  bill 
No.  143,  being  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of 
Robert  Fulton. 

Messrs.  BA6BY  and  TAPPAN  urged  tho 
propriety  of  proceeding  regularly  with  the  Cal- 
endar. 

Mr.  BAYARD  remarked  that  it  was  a  case  of 
very  great  interest  to  the  claimants.  It  would  bo 
recollected  that  some  years  ngothc  adjustment  of 
it  had  been  referred  by  Congress  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  and  upon  his  report  he  believed  a 
bill  was  framed ;  but  whether  it  passed  the  House 
he  did  not  recollect.  It  had  since  been  brought 
forward,  but  not  acted  upon.  He  hoped  it  would 
now  be  taken  up  for  final  disposition. 

Mr.  EAGBY  did  not  wish  to  be  nndcrstood  as 
unfriendly  to  the  bill;  but  he  thought  it  would  be 
much  more  contjucivc  to  the  public  advantage  to 
proceed  regularly  with  the  Calendar,  than  to  con- 
tinue this  practice  of  calling  up  bills  out  of  their 
order. 

The  bill  was  then,  on  Mr.  Pearce's  motion, 
taken  up  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  its  title 
being  "  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Robert 
Fulton,  deceased."  It  appropriates  $76,300,  as 
a  balance  coming  to  the  rcprescntotives  of  Mr. 
Fulton,  after  deducting  $45,000  advanced  to  him 
by  the  Government;  this  balance  of  $76,300  being 
ill  full  of  all  claims  on  account  of  his  steamer 
Vesuvius,  and  the  use  of  his  inventions  and  ser- 
vices in  tbe  construction  of  the  steam  frigate 
Fulton. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  inquired  what  report  accompa- 
nied the  bill. 

Mr.  PEARCE  explained  that  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs  had  made  no  special  report,  but 
adopted  that  mndc  by  the  committee  ofthe  House.  . 
'I'he  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  at  tho 
time  the  matter  was  referred  to  liim,  would  show 
the  grounds  of  the  claim. 

Mr.  BAYARD  remarked  that  the  report  of  thor 
Secretary  ofthe  Navy  might  be  read,  which  would 
afford  full  informnlioii  on  tho  subject? 

Mr.  T.\PPAN  said  there  was  n  report  made 
by  the  Committee  on  Cinims,  of  the  Twenty- 
Sixth  Conercs,  which  he  wi.slied  to  have  read. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  observed  that,  if  the  Senator 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  Tappan]  would  permit  him,  ho 
should  like  to  have  a  short  report  rend  upon  thia 
subiecl,  which  was  made  during  the  last  session 
of  tnc  last  Congress,  by  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims,  then  u  collciigue  of  the  honor- 
able Senator  in  the  chair,  [Mr.  Manocu,]  but 
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■who  was  no  longer  n  member  of  this  body.  The 
reodiiig  of  this  rcpoit,  he  thought,  would  be  more 
sutisfaciory  to  the  S^nnte  than  the-  rcuilins  of  the 
report  referred  to  Ijy  tlic  Senator  from  Dehiwaro, 
[Mr.  Bayard.]  It  was  much  sliorter,  and  mueh 
clearer.  Perhaps  it  could  not,  at  present,  be  found 
among  the  papers  of  the  Senate,  hut  ilcmild  easily 
be  obtained  by  a  refi^rence  to  the  public  documents. 
.  This  claim, durinslhelast8es&ionofCon)i;ress, 
was  referred  to  thoComniittec  on  Claims.  During 
this  session,  it  got  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs.  He  remembered  very  well,  (but  could 
not  .say  whether  during  the  preceding  or  last  ses- 
sion of  Congress,)  that  the  cliairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims  [Mr.  Graham]  made  a  very 
clear  report  of  the  transactions  between  Mr.  Ful- 
ton and  the  Government  of  the  United  Stales; 
and,  if  hi.^  numory  did  not  fail  him,  one  which 
met  the  concurrence  of  a  large  majority  of  the 
committee.  If  it  was  not  at  present  among  the 
papers  of  the  Senate,  he  hoped  it  would  be  ob- 
tained. Before  taking  the  question  upon  the 
engrossment  of  the  bill,  he  wished  to  have  this  set 
at  rest.  He  did  not  desire  lo  consume  the  time 
of  the  Senate;  and  he  certainly  performed  an  un- 
pleasant duly  to  himself,  when  he  said  that,  al- 
though he  had  not  given  a  very  full  and  careful 
examination  to  this  Fiihon  claim, asit  was  called, 
he  could  not  see  that  it  was  a  claim  it  all.  At 
the  first  session  of  his  entrance  into  Congress,  in 
ltt!7,  the  Committee  on  Claims,  if  his  memory 
served  him,  (and  he  spoke  purely  from  memory,) 
reported  a  bill — the  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
[Mr.  McDuffie]  would  correct  him,  if  he  was 
wrong — to  pay  to  Robert  Fulton  the  sum  of 
$15,000. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  said  there  was  n bill  reported 
during  that  session  to  pay  him  $100,000. 

Mr.  WRIUHT  suolie  of  the  selc'ct  fommitteP 
of  the  House,  of  wliich  Mr.  Van  Rensselaer,  of 
New  York,  was  chairman.  He  remembered  per- 
fectly well  the  circumstances  under  which  that 
report  was  made.  He  confessed  that  nt  that  time 
he  made  very  little  personal  examination  into  the 
subject,  but  relied  chiefly  upon  the  information 
nnd  experience  of  those  who  were  more  thor- 
oughly acquainted  with  it.  Oiher  gentlemen  were 
upon  liiat  committee,  upon  whose  judgment  lie 
relied.  Since  he  had  become  a  member  of  this 
body,  this  matter  had  been  repeatedly  bufore  it. 
He  had  examined  it  since  that  period  suflicieiitly 
to  make  up  this  judgment  upon  it;  that,  regard- 
ing it  OS  a  matter  of  claim  on  the  part  of  Robert 
Fulton,  or  his  family,  against  this  Governmcnl, 
there  was,  in  reality,  no  claim  at  all,  unless  his 
inveniion,  its  applicaiion  to  purposes  of  naviga- 
tion, and  the  general  benefits  which  resulted  from 
it,  were  considered  the  foundation  of  a  claim. 
Mr.  Fulton,  when  hi;  died,  was  indebted  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  Stales,  on  the  books 
of  the  Treasury,  44,'),l)00;  $5,000  for  an  advance 
on  one  objecl,  and  §40,000  on  another.  But  cer- 
tain services  of  his,  and  the  damages  he  suslained 
by  the  detention  of  his  steam  vessel  Vesuvius,  at 
NewOrleans,in  1814and  1B15, which  waspressid 
for  the  use  of  the  Government  by  General  Jack- 
son, were  understood  to  cancel  this  claim.  This 
bill  goes  $7(j,.'iOO  beyond  that.  For  him.self,  he 
could  say  thai,  with  the  strongest  disposition  to 
found  0  claim  for  Mr.  Fulton  for  which  he  could 
vote,  he  h.id  never  been  able  to  found  one.  ('on- 
grcss  might  grant  that  individual  a  gratuity,  but 
he  could  see  no  foundation  for  a  claim.  The  re- 
port which  he  had  called  for  would  more  fully 
explain  his  views. 

Mr.  PEARC'E  said  he  had  paid  some  little 
attention  lo  this  claim;  and  the  result  was,  that, 
in  his  opinion,  Robert  Fulton  had^u  strong  and 
■just  claim  upon  the  Government  of  the  United 
States.  The  Senate  commiiiee,  who  had  had  this 
matter  under  consideration,  were  prepared  to  vote 
for  an  appropriation  of  glOO,000;  but,  ns  the  bill 
stood,  it  provided  only  for  the  payment  of  the 
sum  of  87(iJ)00,  in  conformity  with  the  views  of 
the.  House  committee.  It  was  reported  accord- 
ing lo  their  instructions.  The  fact  was,  as  stated 
by  the  Senator  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Wright,] 
that  Mr.  Fulton  died  without  settling  his  accounts 
with  theGovernment,  indebted  to  it$40,000.  The 
advance  to  him  was  $15,000;  but  it  was  conceded 
that  §5,000  of  this  sum  had  been  expended  for 
the  pur[>o.sc  granted — that  of  making  experiments 
with  torpedoes.  This  left  a  balance  apparently 
against  him  of  |40,U00. 


After  the  death  of  Mr.  Fulton,  the  Government 
instituted  a  suit  against  his  executor  for  the  re- 
covery of  this  j>40,000.  The  executors  exhibited 
an  account  for  the  services  of  the  steamer  Vesu- 
vius. She  was  at  Now  Orleans  during  the  battle 
of  1614;  and  it  was  in  December  of  that  year 
that  he  made  a  contract  with  the  Government,  for 
which  he  received  §40,000  in  advance.  Three 
daysal'ter  this  contract  was  made,  and  before  any 
knowledge  of  it  could  reach  New  Orleans,  the 
steamer  Vesuvius  was  impressed  by  order  of 
the  commanding  general,  not  for  a  war  vessel, 
but  to  be  used,  as  the  Carolina  was  used,  iu  the 
attack  upon  the  bridge.  This,  however,  was 
not  carried  into  efiect,  because,  soon  after,  the 
vessel  grounded.  She  rcninined  aground  si;venty 
days;  and  for  this  detention,  and  the  damages 
sustained  by  it,  the  executors  of  Mr.  Fulton  asked 
to  be  indemnified.  They  did  not  ask  for  the  en- 
tire amount  which  they  might  have  m;>de  during 
ihat  lime  of  publicexcitement;  but  they  asked  to 
be  paid  ot  the  rate  which  the  vessel  would  have 
made  under  ordinary  circumstances.  This  claim 
was  brought  before  thecircuitcourtof  New  York, 
and  there  decided  in  favor  of  the  claimant.  The 
jury  returned  a  verdict  for  the  defendants;  and 
would  have  rendered  a  verdict  for  the  amount 
estimated  to  be  the  loss  sustained,  if  the  law  had 
permitted  them  to  do  so,  for  any  specific  sum. 
But  the  law  did  not  grant  them  that  power;  nnd 
they  therefore  merely  returned  a  verdict  against 
the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

He  would  remark  that,  in  183fi,  Congress 
passed  a  joint  resolution  referring  this  whole  sub- 
ject to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  instructing  him 
to  decide  upon  what  grounds  the  claim  was  made, 
and  what  was  due  JVlr.  I'ulton.  He  made  the  ex- 
amination, and  decided  that  the  United  States  was 
debtor  to  Mr.  Fulton  the  sum  of  §100,000.  This 
was  his  account:  For  cxperitn«nts  with  torpe- 
does, §5,000,  nnd  §5,000  for  his  services  making 
them;  for  the  use  of  his  vessel,  the  Vesuvius, 
§60,000,  (being  §800  ner  day;)  for  the  use  of  his 
inventions  for  steam  batteries,  §50,000;  and  com- 
mission on  building  the  Fulton  steam  frigate, 
§S5,000— making  iii  all  §145,000;  from  which, 
deducting  the  odvance  of  §45,000,  there  was  left 
a  balance  of  §100,000. 

The  House  of  Representatives,  upon  that  re- 
port, passed  a  bill  by  a  majority  of  more  than 
forty,  appropriating  §100,000;  but  it  did  noj  pass 
the  Senate,  he  believed,  for  want  of  time  that 
seision. 

He  slated  that  the  steamer  Vesuvius  was  im- 
pressed by  order  of  the  commanding  general  at 
New  Orleans,  (General  Jackson.)  Upon  this 
fuel,  the  committee  had  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Liv- 
ingston. The  Vesuvius  being  thus  impressed, 
suslained  by  her  detention  a  lo.ss  of  the  amount 
she  could  have  made,  at  the  ordinary  price  of 
freight  between  New  Orleans  and  Louisville, 
which  at  that  time  was  five  cents  a  pound.  Ac- 
cording to  the  statement  of  Jasper  Lynch,  which 
was  a  correct  statement,  her  returns  in  181S,  on 
a  passage  from  New  Orleans  to  Louisville,  (which 
took  about  forty  days,)  were  §800  n  day,  during 
the  whole  period.  In  the  estimate  which  he  had 
made,  he  (Mr.  P.)  had  assumed  that  amount  to 
be  her  due.  When  this  Government  had  paid  as 
much  as  §G0O  a  day  for  o  steamer,  at  a  much  later 
period,  for  military  purposes  in  the  Florida  war. 
It  was  nothing  extraordinary  that  this  vessel 
should  make  §800.  It  was  a  large  vessel;  its 
tonnage  was  nearly  three  hundred;  freight  and 
passengers  would  have  enabled  her  lo  make  §800 
a  day,  having  to  competition.  He  could  see  no 
principle  of  reasonor  justice  upon  which  a  single 
dollar  should  be  detlucted  from  this. 

In  1814,  Congress  passed  a  joint  resolution 
authorizing  the  building  of  a  steam  frigate.  Mr. 
Fulton  was  employed  in  attending  to  the  building 
of  this  vessel,  which  was  not  got  up  by  an  asso- 
ciation in  New  York,  as  some  had  supposed,  but 
by  the  Government.  It  was  true  an  association 
was  got  up  in  New  York  for  that  purpose,  which 
designed  having  a  steamship  built,  and  offering  it 
to  the  Government  at  the  cost  price,  but  the  pro- 
ject was  given  up.  The  Government  authorized 
the  building  of  this  vessel  itself.  According  to 
the  testimony  of  several  able  and  experienced 
bujiders,  the  ordinary  commission  was  now  five 
percent.  Mr.  Fulton  was  obliged  himself  lo  con- 
duct all  the  important  branches  of  the  work;  and 
wtts  subject  to  exlruordiimry  physical  toil,  as  well 


as  having  his  mental  energies  taxed  lo  the  utmost. 
Thocqndition  upon  whicli  he  conducted  thebuitu- 
ing  work  was  ten  per  cent.;  which,  added  to  the 
sum  of  §57,600,  which  he  (Mr.  P.)  had  estimated 
was  due  him  for  the  loiis  sustained  by  the  imprcsj- 
inent  of  the  Vesuvius,  made  the  sum  of  §82,000; 
nnd  taking  from  that  §40,000,  there  was  a  balance 
due  him  of  §42,000.  So  far  as  this  weot,  he 
thought  the  executors  of  Mr.  Fulton  had  a  strict 
claim  upon  theGovernment  of  the  United  Stateii. 
There  was  another  claim,  against  whii:h  the  re- 
marks of  the  Senator  from  New  York  wcro 
directed.  Mr.  Fulton's  heirs  asked  to  be  indem- 
nified for  the  invention  of  steam,  ns  applied  to 
vessels  of  war.  It  was  very  cert.-iin  that  the  use 
of  steam  Cor  purposes  of  navigation  nvieii  Its  «x. 
islciice  to  Robert  Fulton;  anil  that  it  fully  an- 
swered every  piirjiose  lor  which  it  was  designed 
— tlioujh  his  vessels  did  not  possess  the  same 
capabilities  and  speed  which  vessels  of  that  de- 
scription now  do.  The  frigate  built  under  his 
iluperinlendencc  was  a  rcnutrkablo  work  at  thai 
time,  anil  well  adapted  to  the  purpose  of  hiirbor 
Jefi.'nse.  That  we  owed  to  the  ingenuity, genius, 
and  skill  of  Robert  Fulton,  the  application  of 
sti^ain   to   marine   purposes  was  an  lu  '  '. 

fact.     He  was  not  disposed   to  regar 
slrict  demand.     TheGovernment  of  o      i  i 

States  had  availed  itself  of  the  invention  and  in- 
genuity of  Mr.  Fulton,  and  was  bound,  in  all 
justice,  to  make  him  some  compensation  as  an 
evidence  of  national  gratitude.  When  we  con- 
sidered how  much  this  country  owed  lo  ihsi 
man — how  his  invention  had  enhanced  itswealti, 
and  prosperity — how  it  had  auginenti?d  its  com- 
merce, increased  its  population,  brought  togeihei 
the  once  remote  parts  of  the  Union,  and  added  value 
to  the  lands — when  we  considered  all  this,  he,  for 
one,  did  not  feel  disposed  to  look  into  it  as  a  slnct 
matter  of  claim.  He  should  vote  him  this,  uot 
as  a  eratuity,  (as  the  honorable  Senator  from 
New  York  had  said,)  but  as  a  token  of  the  grati- 
tude of  his  country — gratitude  which  he  had 
fairly  earned  by  Ins  services,  nnd  which  wt» 
most  justly  due  him.  In  conclusion,  lie  hoped 
the  bill  would  pass. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  did  not  desire  to  debate  this 
question.  Mr.  Fulton  nnd  his  family  were,  when 
this  claim  originated,  constituents  of  his;  and  tw 
fi'lt  that  they  should  be  so  now,  wherever  they 
lived.  It  was  only  in  conformity  with  his  scale 
of  duly,  overpowering  his  sympathies,  that  he 
had  been  induced  to  resist  the  claim.  He  could 
not  so  well  express  his  opinion  as  the  report 
(which  was  now  on  the  Secretary's  table)  ex- 
pressed it.     He  asked  the  reading  of  that  report. 

The  report  of  the  cliairman  of  the  CommiUee 
on  Claims,  to  which  Mr.  Wricht  alluded,  wai 
read. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  stated  to  the  Senate  some 
facts  which  took  place  when  this  subject  was  ie- 
vestigatcd  in  the  other  brunch  of  the  national  L.  - 
gislalure,  fifteen  years  ago.  By  a  very  large  maj  r- 
ily  of  the  House,  a  bill  was  passed  granuni 
§100,000  to  Robert  Fulton,  at  that  period.  In 
1830,  Congress,  by  joint  resolution,  direru?<l  ih* 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  make  an  inv 
of  the  accounts  between  theGovernmi  i 
Fulton.  The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  ;..  J-  -  -  _. 
was  in  strict  accordance  with  that  resolution.  He 
thought  this  Government  was  bound,  by  erery 
sentiment  of  gratitude,  to  make  Mr.  Fulton  soitw 
compensation  for  his  useful  invention,  and  for  th« 
services  which  he  had  rendered  to  the  country. 

Mr.  PEARCE  said  that  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims,  which  had  just  been  read  .-il 
the  request  of  the  Senator  from  New  York,  dif- 
fered in  one  or  two  particulars  from  the  stalcm.  ni 
which  he  had  made  when  he  first  addressed  th^ 
Senate.  The'  committee  from  which  that  report 
came  said  they  were  satisfied  §200  a  day  was  .s"i"- 
ficient  to  remunerate  Mr.  Fulton  for  the  scr.n'.y 
days' detention  of  the  Vesuvius  in  conseqiiii.f- 
of  impressment;  but  upon  what  evidence,  ihejr 
(lid  not  pretend  to  say.  They  admitted  that  Cap- 
tain De  Hart,  who  commanded  i!-   ■  '■    ' 

that  she  had  cleared  from  §1,500 

but  they  did  not  show  by  what  ri 

duced  tiiis  down  to  §200  a  day.    Without  alivw- 

ing  anything  for  the  excitement  of  the  lime,  she 

was  entitled  to  more  than  this.    Two  v 

the  war  she  made  a  trip  from  Louisvi 

Orleans,  charging  the  ordinary  rates  i. 

and  passengers,  and  made  §8UU  a  day,  induct i:^ 
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the  time  spent  in  ntoppages;  so  that  the  Commit- 
tee on  Claims  had  no  reason  whatever  for  making 
the  estimate  at  JflOO  a  day.  The  committee,  ac- 
cording to  the  report,  consider  $5,000  o  very  lib- 
eral allowance  for  the  building  of  the  frigatn.  He 
considered  liim  eminently  cnntled  to  the  $50,000. 

The  subject  was  further  debated  by  Messrs. 
WRIGHT,  WOODBRIDGE,  PHELPS,  Mc- 
DUFFIE,  PEARCE,  BATES,  JOHNSON, 
CRITTENDEN,  HENDERSON,  and  others. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  to  prevent  its  fur- 
ther discussion  interfering  with  the  special  order 
of  the  day,  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table  until  to- 
morrow. 

THE  TARIFK. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  the  Senate  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  resolution  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finanr«,  for  the  indefinite  postponement 
of  the  bill  introduced  by  Mr.  McDupriE  to  re- 
duce the  rales  of  duties  under  the  present  tariiT 
to  the  standard  of  the  compromise  act.  * 

Mr.  RIVES,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor, 
addressed  the  Senate  for  three  hours  and  a  half, 
chiefly  in  support  of  the  protective  policy,  which 
he  maintained  had  always  been  the  object  of  the 
administrations  of  the  Government  from  its  bc- 

f  inning  to  the  present  time,  in  regulating  the  tariflf. 
le  also  vindicated  the  toriif  act  of  ISi'i,  stating 
that,  although  he  had  voted  against  it  on  the  sup- 
position that  it  was  too  high  to  produce  revenue, 
experience  had  proved  tl^at  it  was  truly  a  revenue 
measure,  and  that  it  had  now  become  the  perma- 
nent policy  of  the  country. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE— claiming  the  floor  as  bis. 
right  in  closing  the  debate  for  reply  to  all  com- 
ments made  on  the  other  side  upon  his  remarks — 
moved  the  postponementofthe  subject  to  Wednes- 
day, and  that  it  should  be  made  the  special  order 
for  that  day,  at  one  o'clock. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  said  thntatone  time  be  had 
intended,  before  tlie  debate  closed,  to  reply  at 
some  length  to  a  few«f  the  attacks  on  his  remarks, 
made  near  its  commencement;  but  it  had  now  be- 
come so  obvious  that  no  practical  result  was  likely 
to  be  attained  by  the  bill  under  consideration,  and 
that  our  time  was  greatly  needed  for  other  im- 
portant measures,  he  should  waive  that  intention 
entirely;  and  he  would  now  only  add  an  explan- 
ation of  the  error  into  which  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  [Mr.  Rives]  seemed  inadvertently  to 
have  fallen  in  tite  first  portion  of  his  speech,  in 
vindicating  the  collection  of  revenue  from  im- 
ports, under  an  unfounded  impression  that  Mr. 
W.  was  opposed  to  such  a  collection,  and  pre- 
ferred a  system  of  direct  taxes.  No  mistake  could 
be  greater;  and  he  now  held  in  his  hand  what 
had  been  before  said  by  him  on  thattopip,  show- 
ing the  very  reverse  to  be  true.  This  was  the 
longdage: 

"  Our  fhthers  conelttded  (o  cncourni*e  nmniifhctun!?,  hy 
eollecUng  a  large  portion  oT  ttielr  rovciitiu  from  import*, 
rather  than  deriving  it  oil  from  direct  taxes  and  internal 
dutlcd.  Indend,  Ui';lr  rule,  like  mine,  was  to  collect,  if 
needed,  nil  the  revenue  from  imports  which  llioy  will  yield 
witliout  gnin^  hlxher  in  the  mte:<  tlinn  n  revenue  ^landnrdi 
and  what  Is  conftiritenl  wiilt  Uie  preservation  in  lull  vigor 
of  our  forei|:ri  eoiniiiercc:  but  all  wautud  heytmd  Uiat 
should  be  obtained  I'roiu  other  sanreen  ;  nud,  hnpptly,  our 
lands  will  iiauaily,  with  that,  yield  sufficient  rf>rnll  the  ex- 
penses or  an  economical  (jovernnienl  in  timeorpeaee.  It 
is  not  inconsistent  with  Tree  trade  that  the  iniporu  help,  in 
a  doe  proportion  with  otiier  property,  to  pay  tlio  public 
expenses.'* 

Now,  whether  these  sentiments  are  correct  or 
wrong,  he  should  not  now,  at  this  Into  hour,  de- 
tain the  Senate  to  show.  But  they  were  sinccri! 
convictions;  and  after  all,  diflcrod  very  little  from 
those  on  this  point  entertained  by  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia. 

He  [Mr.  Rives]  expressed  himsylf  in  favor  of 
collecting  our  "revenues  mainly,  if  not  exclu- 
sively, from  duties  on  imports."  So  did  Mr.  W. 
The  labored  reasons  that  had  been  assigned  for  it 
by  Mr.  Rives  were  the  same  which  acttiated  Mr. 
W.,  with  some  others  formerly  urged  by  him, 
but  not  required  to  be  now  repeated.  Mr.  Rives 
Vrould  also  use  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands 
for  revenue,  as  well  as  duties,  it  wiw  hoped.  So 
would  Mr.  W.  Mr.  Rives  had  observed  that 
Mr.  W.  formerly,  and  properly,  recommended 
duties  on  the  free  goods,  rayier  than  to  borrow. 
This  wos  true:  duties  as  high  as  the  compromise 
permitted,  and  on  all  free  g^oods,  if  necessary, 
with  the  lands,  to  get  a  sufficient  amount  of  rev- 
enue to  meet  an  economical  administration  of  the 


Government.  What,  then,  was  the  difference  be- 
tween them  on  this  subject.'  It  was  one  entirely 
theoretical,  unless,  by  accident  or  misconduct, 
and  never  in  the  exorcise  of  sound  economy,  our 
expenses  are  swollen  in  peace  above  what  we 
could  obtain  from  the  sales  of  llic  public  lands 
and  a  rate  of  duty  on  our  imports  no  higher  than 
the  true  revenue  standard,  in  such  case  if  a  few 
millions  more  were  to  be  forced  from  us  than 
could  thus  be  obtained,  the  Senator  [Mr.  Rive«] 
thought  it  could  be  obtained  by  a  rate  of  duty  on 
imports  higher  than  what  Mr.  W.  deemed  the 
revenue  standard,  or  twenty  to  thirty  per  cent.'; 
and  that  it  was  proper  for  protection  to  manufac- 
tures,and  other  reasons,  to  attempt  to  obtain  this 
excess  in  that  way;  while  Mr.  W.  believed  that 
an  attempt  to  procure  more  in  that  way  would 
usually  fail,  and  would,  if  it  succeeded,  be  injuri- 
ous to  commerce  and  agriculture,  and  unequal  in 
its  operation  as  a  burden,  and  ought  not  therefore 
to  be  pushed ,  but  the  excess'  procured  by  some 
taxes  of  a  diflcrent  character.  As  to  such  excess, 
then,  and  in  such  an  occasional  exigency,  a  dif- 
ference of  opinion  existed  about  the  proper  course 
to  be  pursued  in  relation  to  it;  and  such  diflerence 
was  the  whole  that  had  led  to  so  much  elaborate 
and  hardly  necessary  argument  in  favor  of  raising 
our  ordinary  revenue  from  duties  on  imports 
rather  than  from  other  sources. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Mc- 
Doffie's  motion,  and  the  further  consideration 
of  the  subject  was  made  the  special  order  for 
Wednesday. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monday,  May  27,  1844. 

The  Journal  of  Saturday  having  been  read, 
it  was  amended  by  the  insertion  of  the  names  of 
Messrs.  Bidlack  and  McjkvAiNE  in  the'  nega- 
tive in  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question  of 
adjournment. 

The  Journal  was  then  approved. 

INVENTORY  OF  PROPKBTr. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  said  it  was  evident,  from  the 
thin  state  of  the  House,  that  they  would  not  be 
able  to  act  uponany  businessof  much  importance; 
and,  as  there  were  some  bills  against  which  there 
would,  be  no  sort  of  objection,  he  would  be  glad 
if  the  House  would  resolve  itself  into  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  ou  the  stale  of  the  Union, 
and  proceed  to  dispose  of  those  bills.  One  to 
which  hb  referred,  was  bill  No.  63,  reported  by 
the  Committee  on  PublicLands,  legalizing  the  sale 
of  lands  in  Mississippi. 

Mr.WELLER  suggested  that  there  was  a  large 
number  of  bills  from  the  Senate  on  the  Speaker's 
table  which  ought  to  be  read  and  referred. 

Mr.  McKAY  said  he  wished  to  move  a  recon- 
sideration of  the  vote  by  which  the  House  had 
passed  a  resolution  reported  from  the  Committee 
on  Public  Buildings  luid  Grounds,  requiring  an 
inventory  to  be  taken  unnunlly  of  the  property 
belonging  to  the  Government.  He  moved  a  re- 
consiilerntion  of  that  vole,  anil  that  action  upon 
that  motion  be  postponed  until  Thursday  next, 
in  order  that,  in  the  mean  time,  a  substitute  might 
be  prcprired.  It  ought  to  be  either  in  the  shape 
of  fl  joint  resolution  or  of  a  bill. 

Mr.  PRATT  expressed  his  acquiescence  in 
the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Nortli  Car- 
olina. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

BILL.S  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL,  on  leave  "ivcn,  in- 
troduced the  following  bills,  which  \?cr('  read 
twice, and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union: 

A  bill  to  abolish  the  u.sc  of  certain  oaths  at  the 
custom-houses  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other 
purposes;  and  .... 

A  bill  to  abolish  public  executions  in  capital 
cases. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATIONS. 

The  following  executive  communications  were 
road  and  rtiferrcd: 

A  message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  transmitting  a  report  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  of  all  cases  in  which  agents  have 
been  employed  without  authority  of  law  since  the 
4th  of  March,  1837,  &c. 


A  letter  from  the  Secrtftary  of  the  Navy,  in  an- 
swer to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  the  18th 
instant,  directing  the  said  Secretary  to  assign  the 
reasons  why  the  report  of  the  commissioners 
appointed  under  the  act  of  March  3, 1843,  has  not 
been  furnished,  and  requesting  him  to  furnish  the 
same  without  delay. 

PRIVATE  BILLS. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bills  of 
the  House  of  the  following  titles  were  severally 
read,  and  concurred  in: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  Glover; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Louis  Cronell,  alias 
Cronkhite;  and 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Abigail  Gibson. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  title  of  bill 
No.  171  was  concurred  in. 

SCUOONER  GRAMPUS. 

The  next  bill  taken  up  was  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  orphans,  widows,  &c.,  of  the  ofliccrs, 
seamen,  and  marines,  lost  with  the  Grampus, 
which  the  Senate  had  amended  by  the  substitu- 
tion of  a  bill  which,  amongst  other  things,  in- 
cluded the  relief  of  the  relatives  of  the  persons 
lost  in  the  Sea  Gull. 

It  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs;  add  the  amendments  were  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

SENATE  BILLS  REFERRED. 

The  following  bills  from  the  Senate  wore  read 
n  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  as  indicated 
below: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  William 
Fisher. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Pierre  Menard,  Josiah 
T.  Betts,  Jacob  Furman,  and  Edmund  Roberts, 
of  the  State  of  Illinois,  sureties  of  p'clix  St.  Vrain, 
late  Indian  agent,  deceased. 

Au  act  authorizing  persons  to  whom  reserva- 
tions of  land  have  been  made  under  Indian  treaties 
to  alienate  the  same  in  fic — to  llie  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Gardner  and 
others,  directors  of  an  association  called  the  New 
England  Mississippi  Land  Company — to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  payment  of  equitable 
commissions  to  the  agents  and  attorneys  of  per- 
sons in  whose  fuvorawnrds  have  been  made  under 
three  several  treaties  between  rtie  United  Slates 
and  certain  foreign  Powers,  which  awards  have 
been  retained  in  tne  Treasury  in  payment  of  debts 
due  to.  the  United  Slates — to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

An  set  relating  to  bonds  to  be  given  by  custom- 
house oflicers — to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Gideon  Batchefder  and 
others — to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Bryan,  Harrison 
Youn«r,  and  Benjamin  Young — to  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs. 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "An  ifcl  to  re- 
organize the  General  Land  Oflice" — to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

Aniictgi-antingn  pension  to  George  Whittier — 
to  the  Committeu  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Reynall  Coales,  Walter 
R.  Johnson,  and  William  B.  McMurtrie — to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

An  art  to  ennsolidale  and  amend  the  acts  in  re- 
lation to  the  pensions  of  the  widows  and  orphans 
of  naval  oflicers,  seamen,  and  marines — to  tlie 
Committee  on  Navul  Affairs. 

An  act  to  esuiblish  o  port  of  delivery  at  the  city 
of  La  Fayette,  in  iho  Suite  of  Louisiana — to  the 
Committee  on  Cnniinerce. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Von  Schmidt — to 
the  Committee  on  Navul  Affairs. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Beniamin  B.  Ferguson — 
to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions. 

An  act  making  appropiialions  for  the  repair 
of  the  custom-house  and  post  office  building,  at 
Charleston,  South  Carolina, and  providing  furni- 
ture and  book-cases  for  the  same — to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce. 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  evidences 
of  public  debts  in  certain  cases — to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means. 

An  act  relating  to  the  port  of  entry  in  the  dis- 
trict of  Passamaquoddy,  in  the  Stale  of  Maine — 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

An  act  providing  for  tl»o  appointment  and  reg- 
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ulating  ihe  pny  of  enginocra  nnd  assislniU  engi- 
nccis  HI  the  revenue  service — lo  the  Commiitec 
on  Commerce. 

All  «ci  fur  the  relief  of  persons  residing  within 
the  reputed  limits  of  the  Suue  of  Arkan^ps  or 
Louismiia.fuul  beyond  the  boundary  iinelietween 
the  United  Slates  and  the  Republic  of  Texas  as 
established  by  the  cominissiimers  appointed  to 
ascertain  the  same— to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

An  act  relating  to  the  unlading  of  foreign  mer- 
chandise on  the  right  bank  of  thi?  Mississippi, 
opposite  New  Orleans— to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce.  ,     . 

A  resolution  to  authorize  the  transmission  and 
pieaentation  of  books  to  Ihe  Miiii.-'ter  of  Justice 
of  I''rance  in  exchange  for  hooks  received  from 
him— to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  ihesiate 
of  the  Union. 

A  resolution  to  authorize  an  allowance  to  Purser 
D.  M.  l'\  Thornton,  in  the  setilemeiit  of  his  ac- 
counts— to  the  Committee  on  Navnl  Affairs. 

A  resolution  respecting  receipts  issued  by  the 
Tre.isurer  of  the  Unitetl  States  in  payment  for 
public  lands — to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

A  resolution  to  continue  two  clerks  in  tiie  busi- 
ness of  reservations  and  giants  under  Indian  trea- 
ties— to  the  Committee  on  Indian  AlVairs. 
MARY  WILLI  A.MS. 

The  resolution  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  A  res- 
olution explniialory  of  an  act  for  the  relief  of 
Mary  Williams,  widow  of  the  lute  Jacob  Wil- 
liams, deceased, "was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Pensions. 

KXl'LORING   EXPKDITIOS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GRINNELL,  it  was 

Rc^otveij  That  tlie  Joint  Ciiminlllee  oa  the  Librar>'  l>e 
rciiilfj'ti'll  to  inquire  Into  the  rxpiJiiiency  of  pilhli^liln:; 
three  thousjinil  copit-s  ofi^iieh  of  tin;  survey.^  iiiadi!  hy  the 
lalft  exploring  expedition  it-*  tliey  nitiy  liiliik  will  hi.'  use- 
ful i  anil  that  said  eoplea  be  siflri  at  a  price  tliat  will  dcl'roy 
llic  expense  of  publication. 

MEMORIAL,  ETC. 
Mr.  McDowell  presented  a  memorial  of 
inventors,  engineers,  manufacturers,  and  others, 
of  Ohio,  remiirstiating  against  appropriating  the 
patent  fund  to  the  constructionof  a  wing  or  other 
addition  to  the  Patent  Olfico;  which  was  referred 
10  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  and 
Grouiid.s. 

Mr.  HARALSON  prcserited,  by  leave,  the  pro- 
ccediii"3  of  a  meeting  of  citizens  of  the  county  of 
Bibb,  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  in  favor  of  the  an- 
nexation of  Texas  to  the  United  States;  which 
were  laid  upon  the  table. 

REPAYMENT  FOR  LANDS. 
Mr.  HOUSTON  moved  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union. 

Mr.  VANCE  hoped  the  House  would  consent 
to  proceed  wilh  the  Private  Ciilendnr. 

Mr.  WELLER  said  he  supposed  his  friend 
from  Ohio  was  desirous  of  taking  advantage  of 
the  absence  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee, 
[Mr.  C.  Joii.NsoN.] 

The  question  was  put  on  suspending  the  rules; 
and  was  curried. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  committee 
»rcordingly,  (Mr.  Chapman,  of  Virginia,  in  the 
chair.) 

Mr.  BUENGLE  made  an  ineffectual  motion  to 
take  up  bill  No.  14. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HOUSTON,  the  committee 
took  up  the  bill  (No.  132)  authorizing  repayment 
for  lands  s.iid  by  the  United  States  without 
authority  of  law. 

Mr.  li.  briefly  explained  the  object  of  the  bill. 
Mr.  VINTON  and  Mr.  HOUSTON  entered 
into  some  explanations,  and  the  bill  was  verbally 
amended. 

Some  further  conversation  ensued  between 
Messrs.  HARPER,  BARNARD,  HOUSTON, 
BIDLACK,  POTTER  of  Ohio,  SCHENCK, 
WENTWORTH,  and  COLLAMER. 
Mr.  HALE  offered  the  following  amendment: 
Tlnit  the  proper  ofliccrs  of  llieGovrrnnielil  be  authorized 
and  inntnuied,  In  all  eaacs  where  there  is  FiilBcient  evl- 
denec  10  prove  the  loss  of  the  land  warrant  or  eertllicatc, 
lo  lf*niie  a  new  one  under  pneli  pmvision.i  aa  may  be  neces- 
wiry  to  protect  i.  •  (iovermiienl  from  I'mud. 

The  amendment  was  debated  by  Messrs.  VIN- 


TON, HALE,  SCHENCK,  McCLELLAND, 
nnd  BIDLACK.  ,    ,.     ,  „ 

The  amendment  was  negatived,  and  the  bill 
was  laid  aside,  to  be  reporied  to  the  House. 
LAND  SALES  IN  MISSISSIPPI. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  moved  th.it  the  committee 
take  lip  the  bill  to  legalize  the  sales  of  certain 
lands  made  at  the  Chockchuma  and  Columbus  land 
offices,  ill  the  State  of  Mississippi;  which  was 
agreed  to;  also,  the  report  in  relation  thereto. 

Mr.  SAMPLE  submitted  an  amendment  in  the 
form  of  an  additional  section,  which  he  advocated 
nnd  explained. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  replied. 

Mr.  BR ENGLE  advocated  the  nmeiidment. 

Mr.  HALE  moved,  as  an  annndinent  to  the 
pending  amendment,  the  same  which  he  had  pro- 
po.sed  to  the  former  bill. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  explained  his  objections  to  the 
proposition  of  llio  gentleman  from  New  Hamp- 
shire. 

Mr.  VINTON  advocated  the  amendment. 

The  amendments  were  negatived. 

The  bill  was  laid  aside,  to  be  reporied. 

Mr.  J.AMESON  moved  that  the  committee  take 
up  the  bill  to  make  appropriation  for  the  pay  of 
horses  lost  in  the  Florida  wur  by  Missouri  vol- 
unteers. 

The  motion  v/as  not  agreed  to. 

The  committee  then  rose,  nnd  reported  the  bills 
which  they  had  acted  upon  lo  the  House. 
NOTICE  OF  A  BILL. 

Mr.  ASHE  gave  notice  of  his  intention  here- 
after to  introduce  a  bill  lo  establish  a  ])osl  road 
from  Jackson  to  Memphis,  Tennessee. 

The  House  then  ailjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
Tuesday,  .Wat/  28,  1844. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presenled  a  peiitinn,  nu- 
merously signed  by  citizens  of  Erie,  Pennsylva- 
nia, strongly  protesting  against  the  annexation  of 
Texas  to  the  United  Stales;  which  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

Also,  a  petition  from  a  numlier  of  inhabitants 
of  Pennsylvania,  asking  that  the  four  companies 
of  horse  artillery  of  the  United  Slates  be  restored 
to  their  standard  prior  to  1812;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Also,  two  memorials,  one  from  Alice  Pew, 
widow  of  William  Pcw.n  soldierof  the  revolution, 
and  the  other  from  Sarah  Scales. 

Mr.  WELLER  suggested  that  there  was  a 
large  number  of  bills  from  the  Senate  on  the 
Speaker's  table  which  ought  lo  be  rend  and 
referred. 

Mr.  McKAY  said  he  wished  to  move  n  recon- 
sideration of  the  vole  by  which  the  House  had 
pas.sed  a  resolution  reported  from  the  Committee 
on  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds,  requiring  an 
inventory  to  be  taken  annually  of  the  properly 
belonging  to  the  Government.  He  moved  n'  re- 
consideration of  that  vote. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  HENDERSON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Clniins,  reported  back  the  House 
bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Pepper  and  otherB, 
without  amendment,  and  with  a  recommendation 
that  it  pass. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  reported  back  the  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  relative  to  the  use  of  gas 
instead  of  oil  for  light-houses;  nnd  asked  that  the 
commiitec  be  discharged  from  its  further  consid- 
cralion;  which  was  agreed  lo. 

Mr.  H.,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  n 
bill  regulating  the  np|K>intmcnt  of  United  States 
officers  in  the  revenue  marine;  which  was  read 
the  first  time,  and  appropriately  referred. 

Mr.  H.,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
back  the  House  bill  for  the  disposition  of  the 
maps  and  charts  of  the  coast  survey;  which  was 
taken  up,  cousidercd,  nnd  passed. 

Mr.  H.,  from  the  .same  committee,  reported  a 
joint  resolution,  nuihorizing  the  corporation  of 
Baltimore  to  make  use  of  the  public  buildings  at 
Lazaretto  Point,  for  the  reception  of  persons 
arriving  by  sen  in  ill  health,  under  quarantine 
regulations.  This  resolution  was  subsequently 
taken  up,  considered,  and  passed. 


Mr.  BAYARD,  from  theCommiticc  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reporied  back,  without  amendment,  the 
Senate  bill  granting  a  pension  to  James  Duffy, 
and  recommended  Its  passage. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  the  House  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Hugh  AVallace  Wanly,  with  an 
adverse  report;  which,  on  motion,  was  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

WILLIAM  WYNN. 
The  bill  supplementary  to  an  act  for  the  relief 
of  William  Wynn  was  then  taken  up,  rem!  ibo 
third  lime,  and  passed. 

NAVAL  PENSIONS. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  BAYARD,  the  jirevions 
orders  were  suspended,  and  the  Senate  bill  enti- 
tled "  A  bill  concerning  naval  pensions,"  ws> 
taken  up  for  considerauon,  as  in  Coniinitlco  of 
the  Whole,  and  read,  as  follows: 

"  Be  it  ennetci,  <r.,  That  llie  peniionn  for  thp  jmini  of 
five  yearti,  which  have  been  herctolorc  rraiited  oat  of  l*« 
nav:Tl  pcni^ion  fund,  lo  llic  widow*  of  ollircr*,seaui«n.»fi4 
inarincK,  who  liave  been  killed  or  died  by  reajon  <rf  ■ 
wound  received  In  the  line  of  their  duly,  or  who  liav<?dirj 
111  eonspquencc  of  a  eaiiually,  by  drownliip  or  otlierwi*^, 
or  of  injury  received  while  iu  the  line  of  ilieir  duty,  aod 
whicli  pensions  haveceasnd  from  the  eiplraiion  of  Uie  pe- 
riod for  which  they  were  originally  craiiiod,  or  were  Mb- 
serineiitly  renewed,  shall  be  etnuiiiucd  for  anotlicr  pcrWirf 
of  five  years,  to  fllcll  of  the  tiaid  widows  n«  have  relnatnftl 
unmarried  \  to  coinnicnce  front  llie  day  on  wliieh  sor^i 
pensions  respectively  terminated  ;  and  to  be  paid  out  cf 
any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  olhenvise  aiiproprial'd: 
i*ror^/crf,  That  every  pension  hereby  renewed  shall  eea>e 
on  the  death  or  interninrriagc  of  Ihe  widotw  lo  wbooj  llM 
saiut:  U  hereby  granted." 

Mr.  WRIGHT  asked  if  he  was  correct  in  his 
■nderstanding  that  this  was  a  bill  lo  revive  the 
pension  system,  arrested  by  a  law  of  Consfress, 
in  consequence  of  the  exhaustion  of  the  Nsry 
pension  liind? 

Mr.  BAYARD  said,  not  exactly.  It  was  a  bill 
providln<;  for  the  rontinuntion  for  five  years  of 
the  pensions  to  widows  of  officers,  seamen,  and 
marines,  for  whose  benefit  the  original  Navy 
pension  fund  was  expressly  laid  aside.  Al- 
though, by  the  improvidence  of  Congress,  th»t 
fund  had  been  dissipated,  he  regarded  it,  in  effect, 
as  still  in  existence.  He  mentioned  many  eases 
of  great  hardship  endured  by  widows  now  in  s»e 
and  indigence,  who  had  heretofore  placed  reli- 
ance on  their  pensions  for  their  entire  support; 
and  in  particular  referred  to  the  case  of  the  relict 
of  Captain  Lawrence.  These  he  considered  cases 
appealing  irresistibly  to  the  justice  and  sympathy 
of- Congress. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  assured  the  chairman  of  the 
Noval  Committee  that  no  member  of  the  S«nal« 
could  be  more  alive. to  an  appeal  in  favor  of  Mrs. 
Lawrence  than  he  was.  He  was  not  unaware  of 
her  situation ;  but  great  as  were  his  sympathies  in 
cases  of  this  kind,  he  was  compelled  to  look  to 
the  fact  that  these  pensions  were  originally  in- 
tended to  extend  to  five  years;  nnd  then  the  claim, 
under  the  law,  terminated,  as  incases  of  pensions 
in  the  Army.  Yet  in  many  instances,  pensions 
had  been  continued  to  the  period  of  twenty  or 
twenty rfive  years,  which  certainly  never  was  iii- 
icntied  when  the  Navy  pension  fund  wossetasHle 
for  the  purposes  designed. 

Mr.  BAYARD  requested  the  reportof  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs  would  be  read. 
The  report  was  accordingly  read. 
Mr.  CHOATE  submitted  an  amendment,  the 
object  of  which  was  lo  include  the  widows  of  (ler- 
sons  who  died  of  diseases  contracted  in  the  navsi 

service. 
Mr.  HENDERSON  objected  to  both  theaniend- 

menl  and  the  bill,  on  the  ground  that  this  was  al- 
together a  perversion  of  tlie  Navy  pension  fund. 
He  quoted  largely  from  theact  of  Con;:-"  -"•''- 
lishing  that  fund,  with  a  view  of  show 
object  was  lo  provide  for  pensions  lo  i 
persons  wounded  or  disabled  in  the  service,  and 
not  for  widows  or  children. 

Mr.  CHOATE  admitted  that  there  V 

in  what  the  Senator  said  which  was 
consideration;  but  if  the  bill  was  to  | 
tainly  should  be  amended  as  he  desin 
could  be  no  equity  or  justice  in  provi^ 
widow  of  a  person  in  the  naval  servi 
drowned  by  falling  overboard,  and  il 

.same  provision  to  the  widow  of  a  p<  r.^ 

same  service  brought  by  his  duty  into  a  \N  •  -;■ 
India  port,  where  he  contrncted  the  yellow  li>'  r, 
in  the  discharge  of  his  duty,  and  died. 
Mr.  WOODBURY  agreed  that  ibe  same  pnn- 
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ciple  governed  bolli  coses;  bul  he  was  opposed  to 
bolli  llic  nmcndmerit  nnd  tlic  bill.  Tliesc  pen- 
sions, since  the  cxj.endituro  of  tlie  Navy  pension 
fund,  had  been  once  ilirown  upon  ihc  Treasury; 
mid  the  question  now  was,  should  this  bc^douc 
ngnin  ?  And  when  this  question  came  up,  another 
was  to  bo  consiilered:  whether  tlierd  wns  any  right 
in  law  for  the  renewal  ?  If  il  was  merely  a  ques- 
tion of  charity,  or  sympathy,  or  national  grati- 
tude, il  would  be  another  thing;  and  gentleinen 
would  have  to  act  according  to  their  dictates  of 
duty  in  such  considerations.  These  pensioners 
Imd  received  all  they  were  originally  promised; 
and  since  that,  much  more  than  widows  of  olGcers 
fiuile  as  meritorious,  who  lost  their  lives  in  the 
Army. 

Mr.  CUOATE  withdrew  his  amendment,  nnd 
proposed  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking  out  the 
words  "  in  consequence  of,"  nnd  inserting  "by 
rensun  of  disease  contracted,  or;"  so  thatit  would 
read: 

To  tlio  widows  of  officers,  scamL-n,  or  mitrlnes,  who 
hnvo  liu«n  kitted,  or  died  by  rnnsnn  oi'  n  wound  received  In 
tlic  line  of  tlwtr  duty,  or  w'ho  liuvc  died  by  rca5on  uf  dt«- 
Atuc  coniRictKd,  wr  by  drowning,  or  otherwise,  be. 

Mr.  BAYARD  did  not  hardly  know  how  to 
oppose  this  amendment;  it  seemed  so  reasonable 
and  just  in  reference  to  cases  such  as  had  been 
supposed  by  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts, 
Yet  he  feared  it  would  be  an  opening  to  a  wide 
class  of  cases,  quite  beyond  the  sphere  to  which 
it  was  intended  the  billshoulAexlcnd.  The  death 
of  any  person  in  the  service  might  be  construed 
to  be  m  consequence  of  causes  originating  in  his 
period  of  service,  or,  if  of  old  age,itmight  beseiid 
It  wns  contmeted  in  Ihc  service. 

Mr.  WttlGHT  called  for  iheyeasAnd  nays  on 
theproposed  amendment;  which  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  the  amend- 
ment was  adopted — yeas  19,  nays  ]6;a3  follows: 

VEAS— Messrs.  Archer,  Ifafby,  hMen,  Bayard,  Choatc, 
.Dayton,  Ev.iiis,  Kmiicis,  Huger,  lluiitingtnn,  Jarnagln, 
John!<oii,  Miller,  I'helps,  Fani>r,TaUmadgc,  Upliam, While, 
and  Woodbrid2L* — 19. 

NA VS— Measra.  .\Ileii,  Ailicrton,  Benton,  Drecse,  Bucli- 
onnii,  Clayiuii,  F:urlk-ltj,  ilaywood,  iiendenon,  Lewis, 
Nilrs,  Pearce,  tji^rgcun,  'I'appan,  Woodburj^  and  Wright 
-18. 

The  bill,  as  aitiended,  was  then  reported  back 
to  the  Senate,  and  the  itmendment  was  concurred 
in. 

On  the  question  of  engrossment,  Mr.  BREESE 
called  fpr  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered; 
and  they  resulted — yens  20,  nays  16;  as  follows: 

YEAf? — M..'58rs.  Arelier,nnrr(>w,  Bates,  Bayard,  Chontc, 
DuylOD,  Evans,  Francis,  linger,  Huntlni^on,  Jbirnagln, 
Joiinsou,  Miller,  Pcarcc,  Phelps,  Porler,TaJltaadge,Upbani, 
Wliili-,  nnd  VV().,<lbrldgf— 20. 

N.WS — ML-ssrs.  Allun,  Atchison,  Atberton,  Bfigby,  Ben- 
ton, Brei-ric,  Clanon,  Fairfield,  Haywood,  Ilender^n, 
I.,cwi>,  Niles,  Bturgcoii,  Tapinii,  Woodbury,  and  Wright 
— 16. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  a  third  time. 

SXCUAMQE  OF  PROPERTY. 
The  joint  resolution  relative  to  exchanges  of 
small  lots  of  property  at  Harper's  Ferry  and 
Springfield  arsenals  belonging  to  the  United  States, 
with  individuals,  Cor  contiguous  property  for  mu- 
tual convenience,  v(as  then  taken  up,  read  a  third 
time,  and-passed. 

COLLECTION  DISTRICTS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  the  Sen- 
ate bill  *'  relating  to  certain  collection  districts, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  reported  by  him  from 
the  Coniinittee  ou  Commerce,  was  taken  up,  con- 
sidered, aiid  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  the  tliird 
reading. 

DCTV  ON  RAILROAD  IRON. 

Mr.  EVANS  said  it  had  been  his  intention  to 
call  up  the  bill  providing  for  the  remission  of  duty 
on  railroad  iron  in  certaiii  cases;  but  he  should 
not  to-day  make  that  motion.  He  would,  how- 
ever, send  to  the  table  some  amendments  to  the 
bill,  which  he  intended  to  propose  wfth  a  view  of 
rendering  it  more  acceptable  to  those  he  expected 
would  oppose  it;  and  he  would  move  that  they 
be  printed  by  to-morrow,  so  that  they  could  be 
in  tiie  hands  of  Senators  when  he  called  up  the 
bill. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  he  was  ready  at  any 
time  to  discuss  that  bill,  but  he  should  object  to 
its  being  taken  up  to-morrow,  unless  there  was 
a  full  attendance  in  the  Senate.  A  bill  that  is  to 
withdraw  the  protection  afibrded 


Mr.  EVANS  interposed  by  calling  the  Senator 
to  order. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  called  the  Senator  himself 
to  order.  He  had  nearly  concluded  what  he  was 
about  to  soy  when  interrupted.  In  fact,  he  had 
no  more  to  say  at  present  inan  that  he  hoped  this 
bill,  which  was  of  great  importance  as  afiecting 
not  only  the  interest  of  his  own  Stale,  but  of 
many  other  sections  of  the  Union,  would  not  be 
brought  under  discussion  while  the  Senate  was 
so  thinly  attended  as  it  was  at  present. 

Mr.  EVANS  said,  although  the  bill  might  be 
placed  under  discussion,  he  should  not  ask  to 
take  any  vote  upon  it  till  there  waa  a  full  attend- 
ance of  Senators. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  did  not  intend  speaking  for 
Buncombe  on  the  bill;  it  waa  his  wish  to  address 
Senators;  for  he  meant  to  show  that  this  bill  ought 
not  to  pass. 

The  amendmeots  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

nEIBS  or  ROBERT  FULTON. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PEARCE,  the  Senate  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Robert  Fultdti  waa 
taken  up  for  further  consideration. 

The  PRESIDENT  stated  that,  if  no  amend- 
ment were  offered,  the  question  would  be  on  or- 
dering the  bill  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  read- 
ing. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  explained  the  reason  why 
he  should  not  vote  for  this  bill.  He  had  been  on 
a  committee  where  these  claims  were  very  fully 
examined  last  year.  He  took  occasion  to  say  that 
there  was  not  a  person  of  purer  mind,  or  one 
who  more  thoroughly  investigated  all  subjects, 
than  the  chairman  of  that  committee,  [Mr.  Gra- 
ham,] then  a  member  of  the  Senate ;  and  that  chair- 
man was  of  opinion  that  this  bill  ought  not  to 
pass.  Having  come  to  the  same  conclusion,  iie 
had  no  reason  to  change  it.  He  was  opposed  to 
the  bill;  but,  at  the  same  time,  he  was  free  to  say 
that,  if  the  gentleman  who  reported  it  would  put 
it  in  the  form  of  a  gratuity  for  the  inventions  of 
Mr.  Fulton — which  had  conferred  such  beiiefils 
on  the  country — he  should  vote  for  it  most  cheer- 
fully; for  he  concurred  entirely  in  the  opinion 
that  Uicse  inventions  were  beyond  all  price. 

Mr.  PEARCE  said  that  if  the  Senator  from 
New  Hampshire  [Mr.  WoodburtJ  would  pre- 
pare such  an  amendment  as  would  suit  his  views, 
he  should  have  no  objection  to  it.  He  did  not 
think,  himself,  that  the  executors  of  Mr.  Fulton 
could  insist  upon  the  whole  of  their  demand 
strictly  in  the  light  of  a  claim  upon  the  Qovern- 
ment,  as  a  right. 

-^  Mr.  WOODBURY  then  sent  an  amendment  to 
to  the  Chair — to  insert  after  the  last  clause,  the 
words: 

-Aiid  for  the  great  benefits  confcned  upon  the  country  by 
bis  application  of  steam  lo  purposes  of  navigation. 

The  yeas  and  nays,  on  motion  of  Mr.  BREEZE, 
were  then  taken  on  the  amendmentof  Mr.  Wooo- 
Bi;iiT;and  resulted — yeas  21,  nays  16;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messni.  Archer,  Bagby,  Bates,  Chnate,  Dayton, 
Evans,  FraneU,  linger,  Jamagin,  Jnhnsnn,  McDulfie,  Mer- 
rick, Miller,  Morclie.id,  Pearce,  Porter,  Sturgeon,  Upbain, 
White,  Wondbrldge,  and  Woodbury— 21. 

NAV8— .\lRssrs.  Allen,  Atchtson,  Alherton,  Bayard, 
Benton,  Breese,  Buchanan,  Clayton,  Fairfield,  ilaywood, 
Henderson,  Lewb,  NUcs,  Tallmodge,  Tappon,  and  Wright 
-16. 

So  the  amendment  was  adopted. 

On  the  question  of  engrossment,  Mr.  BREESE 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered, 
and  resulted — yeas  23,  nays  11;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Archer,  Bates,  Bayard,  Choatc,  Dayton, 
Evans,  Francis,  lluser,  llunUngton,  Jamagin,  Johnson, 
McDuiHc,  Merrick,  Miller,  Morehcad,  Pearce,  Porter,  Stur- 
geon, 7'altmadge,  (Jpham,  White,  Woodbrldge,  and  Wood- 
bury—33. 

IVAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Athcrton,  Breese,  Clayton,  Fair- 
field, llaywiMMl,  Henderson,  Lewis,  NUcs,  Tappau,  and 
Wright— 11. 

So  the  bill  waa  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time. 

CANAL  AT  8T.  MARY's  FALLS. 

The  general  orders  were  then  taken  up,  and  the 
first  bill  undisposed  of  on  the  Calendar  was  the 
Senate  bill  "  authorizing  the  opening  of  a  canal 
around  the  falls  of  St.  Mary,  at  the  outlet  of 
Lake  Superior,"  reported  by  Mr.  Porteu,  from 
tlie  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals,  which  was 
taken  up  for  consideration  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 


Mr.  WRIGHT  inquired  what  committee  had 
reported  the  bill  ? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER  said,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  asked  whether  itwas  usual 
to  employ  the  troops  of  the  United  States  in  the 
construction  of  works  x>f  internal  improvement 
undertaken  by  the  Government. 

Messrs.  WOODBRIDGE,  CHOATE,  POR- 
TER, and  other  Senators,  explained  the  practice 
hitherto  on  this  point;  which, itappears,  has  been 
to  allow  soldiers  so  employed  additional  pay  of 
fifteen  cents  per  day  each. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  strongly  objected  to  this 
mode  of  employing  troops  enlisted  for  inilitary 
purposes. 

This  point,  as  well  as  the  general  merits  of  the 
bill,  underwent  considerable  discussion,  in  which 
Messrs.  PORTER,  DAYTON,  TAPPAN,  and 
JARNAGIN,  participated.  Finally,  that  paK  of 
the  bill  authorizing  the  employment  of  .'*  such 
portion  of  the  troops  of  the  United  States  as  can 
be  spared  from  other  duties  to  be  employed  on 
the  work  in  the  opening  and  constructing  of  said 
canal,"  was  stricken  out;  and  the  bill  was  re- 
ported back  to  the  Senate,  and  the  amendment 
was  concurred  in. 

On  the  question  of  engrossment, 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and  being 
taken,  resulted — yeas  16,  nays  12;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bates,  Benton,  Chnate,  Evans,  Francis, 
Jarnagln,  Johnson.  Manguni,  Moreliead,  Porter,  Sim- 
mons, Sturgeon,  l^lmadge,  Upbam,  While,  and  Wood- 
bridge— 16. 

NAYS- Messrs.  Atehlsoa,  Albeiton,  Bagbjr,  Clayton, 
Dayton,  Fairfield,  Haywood,  Uufer,  Uuntlngton,  Lewis, 
Mies,  and  Wrigbt-13. 

So  the  bill  waa  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

EXECUTIVE  SESSION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JARNAGIN,  the  Senate 
then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  executive 
business;  and,  after  a  short  time  spent  therein, 
adjourned. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
ToEiDAT,  May  38, 1844. 

MiC>  CAMPBELL  presented  a  memorial  signed 
by  more  than  one  thousand  petitioners,  in  favor 
of  the  chartering  of  the  banks  of  the  District  of 
Columbia;  and  he  gave  notice  that  he  should,  to- 
morrow, call  up  that  aubject  if  his  friends  should 
then  have  returned  from  the  National  Convention 
at  Baltimore.  The  memorial  was.  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union 
having  the  bank  charters  in  charge. 

Mr.  PRATT  gave  notice  that  be  should  attempt 
to  amend  the  bill  to  recharter  the  District  banks, 
whenever  it  was  taken  up,  so  as  to  assimilate  the 
banks  here  to  the  free  banks  in  the  State  of  New 
York.  He  disclaimed  all  intention  to  retard  the 
bill  for  the  recliartering  of  the  District  banks;  and 
avowed  his  purpose  to  be  merely  to  perfect  it. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  presented  the  proceedings  of 
a  meeting  of  his  constituents  in  favoc  of  the  im- 
mediate annexation  of  Texas;  which  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

BILL  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  RUSSELL,  by  leave,  introduced  a  bill 
from  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions,  for  the 
relief  of  Samuel  Neele;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House. 

Mr.  ST.  JOHN,  by  leaye,  submitted  a  joint 
ifesolution  to  present  a  cannon  to  the  borough  of 
Lower  Sandusky;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  ana  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  PARMENTER,  from  the  Committee  oa 
Naval  Affairs,  reported  back  Senate  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Peter  Von  Schmidt,  without  amendment; 
which  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House. 

Mr.  P.,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  a 
bill  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  certain  pen- 
sions heretofore  paid  out  of  the  privateer  fund; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PARMENTER,  the  Com- 
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iniliw  of  the  WItolo  Ildiisc  was  discliurgcJ  from 
llie  private  bill  No.  5(j,  bciiitr  an  net  to  alTord  re- 
lief to  certain  conlrnctors  of  tlie  Government;  and 
it  was  referred,  together  wiili  tlie  bill  for  an  addi- 
tional builJlng  for  the  War  and  ^'"y  Defiart- 
incnts  an3  for  other  purposes,  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of  the  Union. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HOUSTON,  it  was  ordered 
that  the  Comniiliee  of.  the  Whole  House  be  dis- 
charged from  ihecoiisideralion  of  ihe  bill  toainend 
"An  act  entitled  an  act  to  carry  nito  efiect,  in  the 
States  of  Alabama  and  Mississip[>i,  the  existing 
compacts  wirli  those  States  with  regard  to  the  five 
percent,  fund  and  the  school  reservations;  and 
that  it  be  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  the  state  of  the  Unimi. 

Mr.  DUNLAP,  from  the  Commilice  on  Com- 
merce, reported  back,  without  an^endinent,  the 
Senate  bill  in  relation  to  a  port  of  entry  and  deliv- 
ery at  Passamaquoddy,  in  the  State  of  Maine; 
which  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passt-d. 

Mr.  PUCENIX,  from  the  Conuiiitlee  on  Com- 
merce, made  adverse  ix'ports  on  some  petitions  for 
additional  drawbacks  on  the  exportation  of  spirits 
distilled  from  molasses. 

BILLS  ON  TUB  Sl'EAKEU's  TADLE. 

Mr.  DICKIN.SON  moved  that  the  House  lake 
up  the  private  bills  on  the  Speaker'^  table,  thai  the 
Hou.se  might  dispose  of  such  as  would  not  give 
rise  to  debate. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  the  motion  could 
not  be  entertained,  as  objections  were  made. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rules. 

Air.  DUNCAN  called  for  the  yeas  and  rays, 
and  they  v/ere  ordered;  and  being  taken, resulted 
■ — yeas  77,  nays  48. 

bo  the  motion  did  not  prevail,  there  being  less 
than  a  mdjoriiy  of  two  thirds. 

MAUY  WILLIAMS. 
The  joint  resolution  explaimtory  of  an  act  for 
llie  relief  of  Mary  Williams,  widow  of  Jacob  Wil- 
liams, deceased,  was   read   the   third    time,  and 
passed. 
'  COAL  USED  AS  FUEL. 

Mr.  IMDLACK  moved  a  suspension  gf  the 
rules,  in  order  to  proceed  to  the  consideration  of 
A  resolution,  heretofore  oll'eri^d  by  him,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  various  kinds  of  coal  used  us  ftiel  in 
generating  steam. 

The  motion  was  ncgaiiC'ed. 

Mr.  SEYMOUIl  moveil  a  susncnsirii  of  the 
rules, that  the  Houses  resolve  ilsell  into  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  suite  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  ADAMS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

Mr.  WHITE  called  for  tellers. 

Tellers  were  appointed;  and  there  were — 
seventy-seven  ayes;  noes  not  count(td. 

The  motion  was  carried;  and  the  House  re- 
solved itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
(Mr.  WiiiTK  in  the  chair.) 

Mr.  JAMESON  moved  to  postpone  the  bill 
pc'iiding  before  the  committee,  (the  widows'  pen- 
sion bill,)  and  that  the  comniiliee  take  up  the  bill 
No.  19,  for  repayment  of  Ios.ses  incurred  in  the 
Florida  war  by  the  Missouri  volniueers. 

On  this  quesiiuii  the  votis  were  taken  by  tel- 
lers, who  n^ported — ayes,'jO,  noes  (JO;  noquoi'um. 

On  a  second  count,  there  wcre-^ayes  3^,  noes 
74;  still  no  quorum. 

The  CHAIRMAN,  being  called  upon  to  count 
the  members  present,  reported  that  there  were 
one  hundred  and  twenly-nine,  being  more  than  a 
quorum;  and  a  rei'.ount  by  the  tellers  was  then 
demanded  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Jameson;  and  it 
resulted — ayes  2'.),  nois  81;  no  quorum  voting. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  remnrking  that  there  was 
evidently  no  disposition  to  transact  any  business, 
moved  that  the  comnvjttee  rise;  which  motion 
pritvailed — ayes  (j7,  noes  (jo. 

The  committee  then  rose;  and  its  Chairman  re- 
ported that  the  committee  had  had  a  certain  bill 
under  consideration,  and  come  to  no  conclusion 
thereon. 

Mr.  KcKAY  rose,  and  said  it  was  evident  thei-e 
was  an  unwillingness  on  the  part  of  the  majority 
to  do  any  business;  and  he  regretted  lliat  he  had 
not,  on  Saturday,  voted  for  the  motion  to  adjourn 
over.  He  would  now  move  that  this  House  ad- 
journ; and  he  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
should  call  up  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill. 


Mr.  DUNC.VN.   And  I  give  notice  that  I  shall 
call  up  the  Oregon  bill.     [Laughter.] 
The  House  then  adjourned. 


The  fdHowinj  petitions,  prf.><(.nte(l  to  day,  were  Imndcd 
to  the  repnrier.^  hy  tlie  laeiiifiers  prnHeiiling  tliern : 

Ily  Mr.  FISH:  The  iieiltioiis  of  Jaiaeei  McGowcn  nnd 
Slinnii  M.  Hadinan,  for  p»"iHMins. 

liy  Mr.  McCLELLA.N'D:  The  petition  of  citiucin  of 
Yp.-iluiiti.  .Miehlgnn,  for  nu  npprnpriatioii  of  land  to  com- 
plete the  Ceii'rftI  railroad,  *tc.,  in  tliar  State. 

Ity  Mr.  tlAI.K:  'nie  petition  of  Kiith  Random, fora  land 
warrant  la  Ueii  of  a  foraier  one  lost:  wliicti  win*  referret] 
to  the  (.'OHimllOM!  on  Ri-vnlntionary  Claims. 

Ily  Mr.  liltODIIEAI)  :  Tlie  p.-iition  ofeitliens  of  Wayne 
and  Lnzi-rne  connties,  in  reimsylvania.  prnytn?  for  the 
e,itahii...tiin(!al  of  11  mail  route  Inaii  ttieriiim  po^t  otliee,  in 
Wayne  eminty,  via  ll<itlii»terriviltc,  to  Pruvidence,  ill  Lu- 
zeine  county. 

IN  SENATE. 
Wedxesi).\y,  May  09,  ISU. 

Mr.  BAGBY  moved  that  an  additional  tnembcr 
be  appointed  by  ihe  Chair  on  the  Committee  on 
Engrossed  Bills;  which  was  agreed  to. 
MEMOIUALS. 

Mf.  BUCHANAN  presented  a  memorial  from 
a  number  of  the  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  asking 
Congress  to  annex  Texas  to  the  United  States 
without  delay;  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  LEWIS  presented  a  memorial  fromalnrge 
meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Isufaula,  Alalninui,  in 
favor  of  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United 
Suites. 

Mr.  ARCHER  presenu^d  a  memorial  from  a 
meeiing  of  citizens  of  Sh4'nandoah,  Virginia, 
praying  that  there  shall  be  no  interfei-ence  with 
the  present  tarilV;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

KEPOllTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  CHOATE,  from  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
American  citizens  who  were  suflerers  by  French 
spoliations  prior  to  1800. 

Mr.  TAPPAN,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Library,  reported  a  resolution  suspending  the 
operation  of  thejoiiU  resolution  authorizing  the 
printing  of  certain  copies  of  the  Journals  of  Con- 
gress till  after  the  present  session. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TAPPAN,  the  resolution 
which  had  just  been  reported  fioin  the  Committee 
on  the  Library  was  taken  up  for  consideration. 

Mr.  MOREHE.AD  inquired  what  was  the  ob- 
ject of  the  resukitlun;  and  in  what  manner  it 
would  alTect,  and  bow  fur,  the  original  joint  rcs- 
oluiion-f 

Mr.  TAPPAN  explained  that  the  joint  resolu- 
tion reoiiir-'d  one  hundred  C9pies  of  the  Journal 
of  the  House,  and  fifty  copies  of  the  Journal  of 
the  Senate,  to  be  furnished  to  the  Slate  Depart- 
partmcnt;  which  had  bei^n  construed  to  mean 
from  the  beginning  of  the  present  session:  bu\, 
as  only  the  bare  number  required  for  both  Houses 
had  been  printed,  it  was  found  that  to  reprint 
these  few  cojiies  wmiid  cost  a  very  large  sum  of 
money  in  compari.son  with  co|>ies  struck  olffrom 
type  already  set.  It  was,  therefore,  recommended 
to  suspend  the  operation  of  ihe  original  resolu- 
tion unlil  the  next  .session  of  Congress. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed; 
and,  subsequently,  it  was  jmssed. 

rUUKS  OF  IlOltEUT  FULTOS. 

The  bill  for  the  relii^f  of  the  heirs  of  Robert 
Fulton  was  taken  up,  read  the  third  lime,  and 
jiassed . 

NAVAL  PENSIONS.- 

The  bill  discussed  yesterday,  entitled  "  A  bill 
concerning  naval  |)e;isions,"  was  taken  up  on  its 
third  rending,  read  the  ihird  time,  and  passed. 

'l"he  title  of  the  bill  was,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
B.'VYARD,  so  amended  as  to  read  "  A  bill  renew- 
ing certain  pensions." 

FURLOUOUS  IN  Till!  NAVY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  I'AY'ARD,  Ihe  previous 
orders  were  suspended,  and  the  Senate  bill  No. 
]7i!,  entitled  "  A  bill  concerning  furloughs  in  the 
naval  service,"  was  taken  up,  as  in  Comniiltee  of 
the  Whole,  for  consideration. 

Mr.  B.  submitted,  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
Naval  Cominiilee,  several  verbal  amendments; 
which  were  adopted. 

Thebill, thus  amended, was  reported  back  to  the 
Senate,  nnd  the  amendments  were  concurred  in. 


In  its  amended  form,  it  is  as  follows: 
lie  it  enacted  litf  the  ^cnate  amt  llywie  of  Rcpreimtatuti 
of  the  United  Slutesof  jimericain  Cott':!'  .The 

the  !*eeretary  of  the  Navy  he,  and   li*  li  .^    1 

whenever,  in  liis  opinion,  any  officer  i^ii  '. 

ioU!»li  as  unfit  for  duty  froio  .1^,  infinnilj  ,  or  .'■: 
to  convene  a  btwud  of  ofliccrii,  lo  con»ilst  of  ir  ■ 
finir  nor  more  than  tfcven  nieniliert),  wlio  i:)i 
eonsideraiion  liir  c-lse  of  any  such  ofTlcer.     '; 
of  a.  niaj<H-ily  of  said  lioard  siiatl  In;  final  ami 
and.  IVoni  tlie  lime  of  flleh  ileelsion,  Mieli  oTl' 
lo  h'-  pat  on  I'urlouzh,  sllall  hi- out  of  th' 
and  ^i)a[l  receive  pay  at  the  rateof  Inili  ' 
iiiK  lo  lii.T^rade.   No  officer  put  on  fiiri-n; 
of  such  a  hoard  sliall  beagnin  employe, I.  unl.-^-  n;-..    :i, 
nrcoiiiinendalion  of  a  ^ubseijuent  hoard,  similarly  c-;n-;i 
luted.     The  fMiid  board  shall  he  composed,  a^  f:kr  ri.      - 
emiijitaiiees  will  permit,  of  olfieers  stenior  in  i 
iiiflivldual  whose  ca,«c  i.i  subniitted  lo  !.ucli  a  ^ 
eided  al-j-utyi.  That  if  a  majority  of  tiie  snifl  I 
of  opinion!  in  Ihe  ca*e  of  any  ollieersni'' 
furloui>li,  that  lie  nhonld  have  Ih-cii  wni 
enurt  iiianial  for  any  oUt'Udes  cominilti'n 
certify  puch  opinion  to  the  Secretary  ol  ih-   Na-.y,  \.  ifj. 
duly  it  sliall  lie  forihwitli  to  order  a  court-inartiitl  for  lii* 
trial  of  :sach  otfiec-r. 

8EC.  0.  ^ii'l  tie  it  fuTtlier  enacted,  ThMlbr  n 
said  U<iard  sliall  lie  sworn  or  atlinii'M  hy  the  : 
ftccr  ;  ami  Ihe  pn-.iiding  ofliecr  sliall  be  swtir 
iiy  the  next  junior  member  in  rnnk.  to  Ufiarniu! 
case  submitted  to  tliem,  wiihout  prejudice,  i  > 
tiallty.    The  laUividiial  whose  case  is  lo  be 
encli  board  shall  have  due  notice  iriven  him,  b\  tn'  .-     : 
tary  of  the  Navy,  of  the  rea.sons  to  be  suliniittcl  to  ili-- ,  ,i.i 
board  for  llieir  decision;  and  i^hall  Im!  directed  lo  a[>  ir 
bi-fore  Ilie  said  board  in  pennon,  aiel  make  sucb  expl.j 
lions  o^  lie  may  thiiil<  pro|M.'r,  in  writing  or  by  parolt. 

[There  is  another  section,  added  by  aroeiid- 
menl,  repealing  the  act  of  3d  March,  ItiiS,  wilk 
certain  riservations  concerning  half  pay.] 

It  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading;  and  subsequently  it  was  read  the  lliird 
time,  and  passed. 

NAItCM  WAllD. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JARNAGIN,  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims  in  rela- 
tion to  the  petition  of  Nalium  W'ard,  laid  on  the 
table  some  time  ago,  was  taken  up,  and  the  peti- 
tion, with  dociimeiiLs  since  furnished  by  the  chum- 
ant,  alleged  to  contain  additional  evidence,  vu 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

COLLECTION  DISTRICTS. 
The  engrossed  bill  relating  to  cerbtin  coUcctioa 
districts,  and  for  other  purposes,  was  read  tbe 
third  lime,  and  pa.ssed. 

CANAL  AT  ST.  MARy's  FALLS. 

The  engros.sed  bill  nuihorizing  the  opening  rf 
a  canal  around  the  falls  of  St.  Mary, at  the  oe; 
of  Lake  Superior,  next  came   up  -on  it*   tiiirJ 
reading. 

Mr.'TAPPAN  mored  to  recommit  the  bill, 
with  instructions  to  the  committee  lo  report  ■ 
bill,  as  a  substilnte,  grantin?  a  sntScicncy  of  tl» 
public  lands  to  the  State  of  Michigan  for  the  con- 
struction of  the  canal.  There  wen*,  he  consid- 
ered, several  insuperable  objections  to  the  bill  in 
its  present  form.  It  proposed  to  make  a  can^I  i  . 
theStateof  Michigan,  without  asking  the  con-  i 
of  the  State,  or  obuiining  the  necessary  jun.i;.- 
lion.  It  is  to  be  a  cjinal  constructed  by  the G.-n- 
eral  Government — the  most  e!4pcnaive  and  ir-ri- 
cicnt  agency  forsuch  a  work  that  could  be  thoocai 
of.  It  increased  unnecessarily  executive  patria- 
age  and  exiiavagance,  instead  of  economy  in  ei- 
peiidilure.  For  these  reasons  he  moved  tbe 
recommittal  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  PORTER  rend  a  resolution  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Miehiguii,  adopted  at  its  last  session, 
instructing  the  Senators  in  Congress, and  recom- 
mending the  Represenlaiives  of  that  State  to  co- 
operate in  promoting  this  work  by  the  Genetal 
Governnii-nl. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  did  not  understand  thissicon- 
veyiiig  the  right  of  jurisdiction  lo  the  Onued 
Slates. 

Messrs.  PORTER  and  WOODBRIP^"^  - 
plained  at  great  length  the  iioporlance 
of  the   caii*l   proposed,  and    the   circ,; 
which  insured  the  cordial  co6)ieration  of  the  State 
of  Michigan. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  showed   that,  if  the  Ger  - ' 
Government  proceeded  lo  make  the  citial  as  ' 
proposed,  it  would  have  no  jurisdiction,  no  n...- 
to  collect  tools,  no  redress  for  offenses,  such  »• 
breaking  down  locks  and  tliHns,&c. 

Mr.  PORTER  thought  these  details  wouM  b« 
attended  to  in  the  further  legislation  nccessiiry  to 
complete  the  work.    The  present  bill  only  cob- 
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um|il;iiiil  commi?ncing  llie  work  wiili  ubout  one 
tliiiil  ol'llic  nii-iins  riquisiic  to  complete  ii. 

The  inotioi)  lo  recoinmil  wns  iiegnlivcd. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  poiiiiid  out  the  wordin;  of 
ihe  bill,  which  {javi?  (iiilimitud  (lowcr  to  the  I'les- 
idcnt  of  the  United  Stales  to  incur  iiiiy  expense 
lie  pleased,  no  matter  how  enormous  it  might  be, 
ill  the  conslrur.tioii  of  the  work. 

After  u  .short  discussion  on  this  point  between 
MesarM.  POHTliU.  TAPPAN,  HAYWOOD, 
BRlCESE.nnd  WHITE, 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  moved  to  recommit  the  bill, 
with  instructions  so  to  nnU-mt  it  as  to  limit  nil 
eontructs  nnd  expenditures  under  its  nuthority  lo 
the  sum  llierciii  nnpruprinted;  and  on  this  mo- 
tion he  called  fur  tlie  yea«  and  nnya,  which  wore 
orderi.'d . 

The  ipiuslion  was  then  taken;  and  resulted — 
yeas  10,  nays  23;  as  follows: 

VE.VS— .McMrs.  Allifiion,  Dasliy,  lleiitnn,  Fairfield,  H.iy- 
W'hhI.  liu<>trr,JoliiiMMl,  Nile:*,  Sfiiiple.  niid  iV<KMlbur>' — 10. 

N.\V:5— .M«'<iw.  B.ilt:H,  llri'cse,  llueli.iiiaUit^liOitteg'CIny- 
Inti,  t*riltt'iuli-ii,  D:iylnii,  Lv.itw,  KnnicU,  Jnrna^lii,  Mur- 
rick,  Mfirelit-ad,  Pearcf,  Plii-lp-i,  i*orlcr,  SiuiDinn^^,  Slur- 
cfoi),Tulliiiud;$tt,Tiippan,  L'pliiuii,  White,  antl  Wutxlbridfc 

So  the  Seimte  refused  to  recommit  the  bill. 
The  giiestion  recurring — Shall  the  bill  pass? — 
the  yeas  and  nuys  thereon  were  cKlled  for  by  Mr. 
TaI'Pan,  nnd  ordenid;  and  they  resulted — yeas 
m,  nays  14;  as  follows: 

VE.\d — MMnrn.  Barrow,  D.it«<,  BayanI,  Benton,  Brcesc, 
Btictiauun,  C'lio.-iin,  Criiieiiilen,  Kvan^,  Francis,  Jitlin^on, 
"loreln-ad,  I'earce,  Phe*lp5,  Porter,  Hiiunioii)*, 
raliiuailgv,  U|iliam,  Wliitc,  and  VVuudbridgo 

NA  VS— Mo»r.->.  .'Vrclier,  Atlierton,  Ba^y,C'layton,  Falr- 
fli-tii,  llaywimd,  llui'r,  Lowix,  Mangiim,  Miller,  Nil<H, 
tffinple,  'l*ap)ian,  and  Woodbury — 14. 

Su  the  bill  was  passed. 

WILUAM  DE  BCYS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JOHNSON,  the  previous 
orders  were  suspended ,  and  the  bill  fur  the  relief 
of  William  Do  Buys,  latu  postmaster  of  New 
Oi'leuiis,  was  taken  up,  ns  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  for  con^deralioil. 

Mr.  iMEdRICK  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment reported  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Oificc  and  Post  Koads,  by  filling  up  the  blank 
with  $5,000;  which  iinieii({ment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  called  forsomcexphina- 
tioii  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  MERUICK  explained,  that  by  the  rules 
and  regulations  of  the  Post  Office  Diepartmcnt, 
the  emoluments  of  deputy  postmasters -were  so 
regulated  that  no  postmaster  cauld  retain  for  his 
own  use  more  than  u  surplus  of  $2,000  out  of  the 
commission  in  account,  and  $3,000  out  of  the  rent 
of  boxes  for  private  accommodation,  both  to- 
gether not  exceeding  $5,000.  In  the  great  cities, 
such  as  New  York,  Philadelphia,  &c.,  the  sur- 
plus in  each  case  was  always  sufficient  after  office 
expenses  nnd  clerk  hire;  but  in  New  Orleans, 
owing  to  the  high  salaries  of  clerks,  and  extraor- 
dinary expenses,  the  surplus  from  the  commis- 
sion K-ll  short  of  $2,000,  though  the  surplus  from 
the  rent  of  boxes  fur  exceeded  $3,000.  The  ob- 
ject of  the  bill  was  to  allow  the  deficiency  of  the 
former  to  be  made  up  from  the  excess  of  the  lat- 
ter, so  that  the  postmaster  should  receive  the  full 
compensation  of  $5,000,10  which  he  was  entitled, 
as  incumbent  of  an  office  of  the  grade  of  the  New 
Orleans  post  office. 

The  amendment,  as  amended,  was  adopted. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  back  to  the  Senate, 
the  amendment  concurred  in,  and  it  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

DUTY  ON  RAILROAD  IRON. 

Mr,  MILLER  offered  the  following  resolution, 
and  requested  its  consideration  now: 

Rnolcnl,  That  the  Secretary  of  tile  Treaiury  be  In- 
structed to  report  to  the  Heimle  the  amount  oC  duties  on 
railmad  iron,  which  would  bu  renilued  or  relundt^d  in  cane 
Ihe  diltieit  ttbould  be  rcmitti'd  or  refunded  on  all  railmad 
iron  which  lia:i  been  im|H)rted  since  tlie  14th  of  July,  183:2, 
and  laid  down  within  three  year*  after  Its  Itnprirtation ; 
flt:llins  the  aiiiniint  wlileh  tvould  be  remitted  or  refund<>d  to 
each  State  or  railroudcunipauyre>pecuvcly,difltlnguijibiii2 
between  them. 

Mr.  PORTER  suggested  a  modification;  which 
was  accepted  by  Mr.  Milleii  and  embodied  in 
the  resolution,  (being  the  last  three  words  as  above 
printed.)  , 

Mr.  PHELPS  thought  it  would  be  best  to  let 
the  resolution  lie  over  one  day,  as  usual. 


I  Mr.  MILLER  said  the  information  called  for 
:  was  necessary,  in  view  of  the  discussion  on  the 
j  bill  to  come  up  to-morrow,  for  the  remission  of 
I  duties  on  railroad  iron. 

!      The  objection  not  being  withdrawn  by  Mr. 
I  PiiELi's,  the  resolution  was  laid  over  in  conform- 
ity with  the  one-dny  rule. 

i  THE  TARIFF. 

'  On  motion  of  Mr.  MOREHEAD,  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  Finance  Committee  to  postpone  in- 
definitely Mr.  McDcffie's  bill  to  restore  the  tariff 
to  the  standard  of  the  compromise  act,  was  taken 
up,  and  m,ide  the  special  order  for  to-morrow,  at 
twelve  o'clock;  Mr.  McDoffie's  state  of  health 
being  such  as  to  prevent  him  from  addressing  the 
Senate  to-day  as  he  had  expected. 
The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
WED.VESDAT,  May  29,  1844. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  suggested  a  correction  of  the 
Journal.  According  to  the  entry,  it  would  ap- 
pear that,  after  having  taken  bis  seat,  he  had 
abstained  from  voting  on  various  important  ques- 
tions; whereas,  in  truth,  these  votes  had  been 
taken  previous  to  his  taking  his  seat. 

The  Journal  was  corrected  accordingly.' 

Mr.  HALE  moved  a  auspenaion  of  the  rules. 
In  order  to  take  up  for  consideration  two  joint 
resolutions  which  had  beeu  repbrted  from  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  motion  was  negatived. 

REPORTS  FBOM  COMUITTEBe. 

Mr.  PRATT,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  and  Grounds,  asked  leave  to  report  a 
joint  resolution. 

Leave  was  not  granted. 

Mr.  HUGHES,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  introduced  a  bill  to  autliorizc  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  hold  a  treaty  with 
the  Ottawa, Chippewa, and  Pcttawatomie  Indians; 
which  was  reaa  twici;,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  PHCE^lX,froro  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  back  the  act  relating  to  bonds  to 
be  given  by  custom-house  officers. 

The  qiiestion  being  on  its  passage, 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  said  he  should  object, 
unless  a  quorum  was  present. 

The  SPEAKER  counted  the  members  present; 
and  there  appeared  101)6  one  hundred  and  seven — 
being  less  than  a  quorum. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  demanded,  and 
ordered;  and  being  taken,  resulted,  (several  mem- 
bers having  entered  Ihe  Hall  during  the  calling  of 
the  names) — yeas  126,  nay  1. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

CLERKS  IN  FOLDING-ROOMS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SMITH,  of  Illinois,  it  was 

Remlttil,  That  the  clerks  employed  In  the  roldlnj-rooms 

during  the  monUH  of  January  and  February  tfe  allowed  the 

fame  conipeai^atiou  per  day  as  the  pages  of  ibis  House 

receive. 

TRANSFER  OF  PENSION  AOKNCIES. 

Mr.  BRINKERHOFF  rose  and  reminded  the 
House  of  the  passage  of  a  bill  at  an  earlier  part 
of  the  session,  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  t^  transfer  certain  pension  agencies 
from  Kentucky  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  said  he 
liad  received  a  letter  which  apprised  him  that  that 
could  be  done  only  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  and 
therefore  the  bill  was  inoperative.  To  remedy 
the  error  which  the  House  had  committed,  he 
now  asked  leave  to  introduce  a  joint  resolution. 

Mr.  HALE  objected. 

Mr.  BRINKERHOFF  moved  a  suspension  of 
the  rules  to  enable  him  to  introduce  his  resolu- 
tion; which  was  agreed  lo;  the  vote — taken  by 
Messrs.  Grimnell  and  Coles — being,  ayes  105, 
noes  10. 

Mr.  B.  then  introduced  a  joint  resolution  di- 
recting the  Secretary  of  War  to  transfer  pension 
agencies  to  Ohio,  instead  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  who  was  directed  by  the  late  act  to 
execute  its  provisions;  which  was  read  three 
times  and  passed,  being  first  changed  to  the  form 
of  a  bill  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Winthrop. 
TIRQINIA  COSTESTED  ELECTION. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  HAMLIN,  the  motion 


which  had  been  postponed  to  this  day  to  print 
the  report,  &c.,  of  the  Committee  of  Elections 
in  the  case  of  Butts  vs.  Jones,  was  further  post- 
poned to  Friday  next. 

Several  ineffectual  motions  were  made  to  take 
up  particular  bills. 

PENSION  BILL. 
The  House  resolved  itself  into  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr. 
Weller  in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  the  consid- 
eration of  the  pension  bill.  The  pending amend- 
mentwns  that  offered  by  Mr.  Datis,  of  Kentucky, 
to  extend  the  provisions  of  the  bill  to  the  soldiers 
in  our  Indian  wars,  to  which  Mr.  Smith,  of 
Illinois,  sobmittcd  an  amendment,  to  amend  the 
amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Davis,  of  Kentucky, 
so  as  to  apply  Ihe  benefits  of  the  act  lo  all  those 
who  fought  in  the  Indian  wars,  prior  to  the  dec- 
laration of  war  against  Great  Britain  in  1812. 
He  advocated  the  amendment  as  an  act  of  justice 
to  a  large  and  meritorious  class  of  our  citizens, 
who  bravely  defended  the  western  frontier  against 
a  savage  foe. 

Mr.  BOWLIN,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor, 
proceeded  to  reply  to  the  speech  of  Mr.  Davis,  of 
Kentucky,  ofa  previous  day .  To  suppose  that  this 
amendment  was  offered  in  order  to  effect  the  de- 
struction of  the  bill,  as  had  been  insinuated,  was  to 
suppose  that  it  was  unworthy  of  the  consideration 
of  the  House.  The  claim  set  up  on  behalf  of  those 
pioneer  frontier  soldiers  was  as  worthy  and  as 
meritorious  as  that  of  any  soldier  of  the  Revolu- 
tion. Their  numbers  were  few,  for  they  had  been 
nearly  exterminated  in  the  dangerous  and  sangui- 
nary conflicts  to  which  they  were  exposed.  There 
was  no  class  of  individuals  in  the  country  who 
were  better  entitled  to  claim  the  benefit  ofa  pen- 
sion law  than  those  western  warriors  who  put 
yon  in  possession  of  that  fine  and  fertile  region. 

Mr.  S.MITH,  of  Illinois,  biieflv  addressed  Ihe 
con)inittee,  advocating  the  amenilment  which  he 
had  offeretl.  He  was  not  in  favor  of  anything 
like  partial  legislation,  and  he  could  assure  the 
committee  that  Ihe  class  of  persons  embraced  in 
the  amendment  which  he  had  offered,  were  as 
meritorious  as  any  that  were  embraced  in  the 
original  bill,  or  in  the  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky.  All  that  he  asked  was, 
that  strict  ju.itice  should  be  done  to  all. 

Mr.  SIMONS  was  opposed  to  the  amendment; 
indeed,  he  was  not  in  favor  of  amending  the  bill 
at  all ;  he  thought  every  step  that  was  taken  placed 
the  House  in  a  more  awkward  and  embarrassing 
position;  if  they  were  to  go  on  and  admit  every 
description  of  persons  on  whose  behalf  applica- 
tion was  made,  they  would  exhaust  the  Treasury 
of  the  nation  without  satisfying  the  half  of  them. 

The  debate  was  continued  by  Messrs.  FICK- 
LIN,  RATHBUN;  dean,  BOWER,  and 
STEWART. 

Mr.  STEWART,  diverging  from  the  question 
before  the  committee,  was  proceeding  to  discuss 
the  subject  of  the  tariff,  when  he  was  called  to 
order  by  Mr.  Setmocr,  of  New  York,  for  irrele- 
vancy. 

The  CHAIRMAN  being  called  upon  for  his 
decision,  said  he  felt  compelled  to  decide  that  the 
gentleman  was  out  of  order;  his  remarks  being 
entirely  foreign  lo  the  subject  before  the  commit- 
tee. 

Mr.  STEWART  appealed  from  this  decision; 
and  the  motion  being  put,  tellers  were  demanded 
and  appointed. 

Mr.  S.,  however,  observing  that  as  a  division 
would  be  likely  to  show  that  a  quorum  was  not 
present,  and  consequently  woultl  have  the  effect 
of  stopping  the  transaction  of  business,  withdrew 
the  appeal. 

Mr.  PARMENTER  made  some  cemarks  m 
opposition  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  STEWART  again  obtained  ihefloor.and 
was  addressing  the  House  in  continuation  of  his 
remarks,  when  he  was  called  lo  order  for  irrele- 
voncy. 

Some  irreguIaV  conversation  ensued,  in  the 
course  of  which  it  was  found  that  there  was  not 
a  quorum  present;  and  the  committee  rose,  and 
reported  that  fact  to  the  Hou^. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

The  following  petUons,  presented  to-day,  were  handed 
to  the  reportcn  by  \Xm  members  presenting  ihem  : 

By  Mr.  BURT :  The  petition  of  sundry  clliiens  of  South 
Coroliaa,  pnylng  a  change  of  the  mall  ilafe  route  from 


i£jle 


Au[,'usra.  Georgia,  m  Greonvlllp  Court-House,  South  Caro- 
IhKi,  so  ihat  it  shnll  mn  tViun  Allvillt;  Court  Hoiisr.  by  Due 
West  ('orruT  and  Crnyi<»nvilli!  to  AiuU^rson  Court -House. 
By  Mr.  HAMLIN  :'Tlie  petition  of  I'liul  Dudlfjy  for  a 
peni^^ioii.  and  acconipnfiyln;'  fvUluucr  ;  wljlch  wa*  referrrd 
10  the  Commitiuc  on  Ituvolutioiiary  Pcntiious. 


IN  SENATE. 
Thursday,  Maij  30,  1844. 

Mr.  CHOATE  presented  n  memorinl  from  eil- 
i2cn3ofT<)wnscn(l,Mas.sacliusct[s,renionsiraling 
nj^ainst  the  treaty  for  llic  annexation  of  Texns  to 
the  United  States;  which  was  laid  on  the  tabic. 

Mr.  NILES  presented  o  memorial  from  citizctis 
of  Middlelown,  Connecticut,  in  favor  of  the  ratifi- 
cation of  the  treaty  for  the  annexation  of  Texas 
to  the  United  States;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committie  on  Foreign  Rijations. 

Mr.  ARCHER  pre.sented  two  memorials  from 
the  county  of  Hardy,  Virginia,  remonstrating 
against  any  disturhance  of  the  present  taritf.  Al- 
though the  .slibjcct  liad  been  set  at  rest,  l)e  con- 
tinued to  present  such  memoriaLs  as  were  addressed 
10  liini, conceiving  it  important  to  show  the  grow- 
ing favor  with  which  tliat  excellent  measure,  the 
act  of  1642,  was  now  regarded  throughout  the 
country.  The  memorials  were  referred  to  the 
Commiitee  on  P'inancc. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  presented  a  petition,  nu- 
merously signed,  and  very  well  written,  from 
German  adopted  citizens  of  New  York,  in  favor 
of  the  aimexation  of  Texas  to  the  United  States; 
which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BARROW  presented  a  petition  from  mer- 
chants and  citizens  of  New  Orleans,  praying  for 
the  remission  of  the  duties  on  cotton  imported 
from  Texas;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
00  Finance. 

REPOUTS  FROM  COxMMITTEES. 

Mr.  PEARCE,  fi-nni  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  back  the  petition  of  John  Judges, 
with  an  adverse  report;  wliich  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  DAYTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings,  reported  back  the  resolution  prohib- 
iting the  sale  of  spirituous  liquors  within  the 
Capitol  or  public  grounds,  and  recommended  its 
pas.sage. 

The  resolution  wossubsequeiilly  talccn  up,  and 
passed. 
*  DUTY  ON  OUANO. 

Mr.  PEARCE  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion of  inquiry;  which,  at  his  request,  was  con- 
sidered and  aaopled: 

liesati-ed,  Tli;it  tlio  CoiiniiittC!  on  Fin.incc  be  Instructed 
to  Inquire  Into  llie  expedieney  of  so  nmendint;  llie  act  of 
auili  August,  IB-a,  a.s  to  nduiii  sruauo  true  of  duty. 

WILU.^.M  DE  BUYS. 
The  engrossed  bill  for  thcrclief  of  William  Do 
Buys,  late  postmaster  at  New  Orleans,  was  read 
thu  tliird  tiiiie,  and  passed. 

JAME8  DDFFY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.   BAYARD,  the  previous 
orders  were  postponed;  and  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  James   Dulfy  was  taken   up,  considered,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  leading. 
PENSIONS  TO  V.-IDOWS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BATES,  the  previous  orders 
were  postponed,  and  the  Senate  bill  (No.  137) 
for  the  continuation  of  pensions  to  certain  widows, 
was  taki.ii  up,  considered,  amended,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time.  It  appro- 
priates $4UO,U0U  tor  continuing  pensions  to  the 
widows  of  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Revolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  BATES  explained  that,  under  the  last  act 
of  renewal,  the  number  of  widows  on  the  pen- 
sion list  was  five  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-five,  averaging  seventy  dollar*  pen.sion' 
each,  and  receiving,  in  the  nggregale,  8372,380; 
but  anticipating  some  additions  for  the  widows  of 
those  officers  and  soldiers  not  married  until  after 
the  revolutionary  war,  he  had  inserted  §400,000 
as  tlie  sum  to  be  appropriated  Iry  this  bill. 
DUTY  0.\  RAILItOAD  IRON. 

The  resolution  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr. 
Mii,i.i:r  v.as  next  taken  up;  and,  on  motion  of 
Me.vsrs.  rORTERnnd  HENDERSON,  withMr. 
Millek's  assent,  amended  so  as  to  read  as  fol- 
lows: !f 

Hetotredy  Tlint  the  Secretary  of  tlic  Trctwury  be  In- 
suuetcd  to  ri'iKiii  tu  ilie  SJeiuite  tile  auiouut  uf  dutiea  on 


rnilronil  iron,  wtiirli  would  br  remitted  or  refunded  tn  cn.<(C 
the  dutii'S  tjhould  he  reiiiitti-d  or  refunded  on  all  rniliinid 
iron  wliicli  lias  bcicn  inipnrlcd  since  the  1  Itll  of  July.  1HJ:2, 
find  laid  down  within  tliree  ycara  al'lcr  its  imporltititMi; 
Matin;;  llie  aniounl  wliieh  woiilil  bo  reiiiitti'd  or  refunded 
to  e.ich  Slate  or  r.iliro»d  coni|iaiiy  respeelively,  di>itiii;;uisli- 
lna[  betwt'cii  tlieni :  nlso,  tiic  whole  ainniint  of  bond:*  out- 
Ptiindlns  and  unsatisfied,  judgments  obtained  lliorcon,  given 
for  the  i)ayuient  of  duties  under  tlic  several  aetsautiioriz- 
ins  dra\vl>ucl<s  on  railroad  Iron. 

The  resolution  was  adapted. 

THE  COPPEIl  nOCK. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WOODBRIDGE,  the  pre- 
vious orders  were  postponed,  and  the  joint  reso- 
lution concerning  the  copper  roclt  of  Lake  Supe- 
rior was  taken  un,  considered,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  tnird  reading.  It  authorizes  the 
restoration  of  ilic  rock  to  the  jiCirson  who  found 
it;  or  the  pureliase  of  it  from  him  by  the  execu- 
tive department,  for  a  sum  notexcceding  the  cost 
of  obtaining  it  and  bringing  it  to  this  city. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE  explained  that  this  was 
the  largest  mass  of  pure  copper,  in  its  native  state, 
he  believed,  in  the  known  world;  and  that  it  had 
been  discovered  and  obtained  by  the  claimant  in 
the  Indian  country,  near  Lake  Superior,  previous 
to  the  extinction  of  the  Indian  title  to  their  lands 
there.  A  question  had  arisen  whether  it  belonged 
to  the  soil  at  the  time  of  the  Indian  treaty  with 
the  United  Slates;  but  there  could  be  little  doubt 
that  it  had  been  raised  and  placed  above  the  soil, 
on  stilts,  for  removal,  before  the  treaty, and,  con- 
sequently, that  the  equitable  title  had  been  ac- 
quired by  the  claimant  for  a  valuable  consideration, 
while  he  was  a  licensed  trader  with  the  Indians. 
It  was  upon  this  view  that  the  committee  had 
acted;  and  considering  that  it  was  desirable  the 
Government  should  possess  such  a  great  natural 
curiosity,  provision  was  made  for  its  purchase  at 
a  cost  not  exceeding  that  incurred  in  bringing  it 
to  the  seat  of  Government. 

COJIMEKCIAL  STATISTICS. 

The  Senate  joint  resolution,  providing  for  the 
return  of  additional  items  in  the  commercial  sta- 
tistics, was,  as  the  first  business  in  order  on  the 
general  Calendar,  taken  up  and  read ;  but  the  chair- 
man of  the  Commiitee  on  Commerce,  [Mr.  Bar- 
row,] who  had  reported  it,  not  being  in  his  place, 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  moved  to  lay  the  resolu- 
tion on  the  table  for  the  present. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

TUE  TAKIFF. 

The  special  order  was  announced;  and  the  res- 
olutions of  the  Finance  Cemmittee,  to  postpone 
indefinitely  the  bill  introduced  by  Mr.  McUif- 
FiE  for  the  restoration  of  the  present  tariff  to  the 
standard  of  the  conipromi.w  act,  were  taken  up, 
Mr.  McDuFFiE  being  entitled  to  the  floor  in  con- 
clusion of  the  debate,  and  in  reply  to  the  oppo- 
nents of  his  bill. 

Mr.  McDUFFIEaddressed  the  Senate  for  nearly 
two  hours,  chiefly  in  reply  to  the  speeches  made 
on  the  subject  by  the  two  Senators  from  Massa- 
chusetts, [Messrs.  CiioATE  and  Bates,]  and,  in- 
cidentally, in  animadversion  on  the  principle  laid 
down  by  the  Senator  from  Maine,  [Xir.  Evans,] 
that  every  protective  tarift"  act,  since  the  founda- 
tion of  the  system,  has  benefited  thecountiy.  Mr. 
McD.  examined  and  exposed  the  fallacious  and 
delusive  histories  of  the  protective  system  relied 
upon  by  the  Senators  from  Massachusetts,  as  the 
foundation  of  their  arguments,  and  ghowed  that 
the  average  duty,  considered  ample  for  protec- 
tion previous  to  181G,  was  bnl  seven  and  a  half 
per  cent.;  and  that  it  was  only  in  consequence  of 
the  expenses  of  the  war  with  Great  Britain,  and 
the  necessity  of  paying  ofl"thc  debt  incurred  dur- 
ing that  war,  that,  by  the  att  of  1816,  the  average 
was  raised  to  twenty  per  cent.  He  justified  tlie 
conduct  of  South  Carolina  with  regard  to  the  act 
of  181G,  and  contrasu^d  it  with  the  selfish  policy 
by  which  Massnchuseits  then,  as  now,  was  actu- 
ated, though  takinga  position  diametfically  oppo- 
sing to  that  now  assumed. 

Being  in  delicate  health,  and  much  fatigued 
after  speaking  two  hours,  Mr.  McD.  requested 
Olid  oblained  the  indulgence  of  ihe  Senate  to  allow 
him  to  postpone  Uie  concluirioii  of  bis  remarks 
till  to-morrow. 

EXECUTIVE  SESSION. 

The  Senate  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS, 
went  into  executive  session;  and  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Thursday,  May  30,  1844. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  pursuant  to  an  intimation 
given  yesterdoy,  moved  that,  the  rules  be  ku»- 
pendcd,  that  the  House  might  resolve  itself  into 
the  Committee  of  Ihe  Whole  on  the  slate  of  the 
Union,  with  the  view,  as  was  understood,  of  taking 
up  the  bill  to  recharter  the  banks  of  the  District 
of  Columbia. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  reminded  the  Hoose  tiut 
four  o'clock,  this  day,  had  been  fixed  to  Btop 
debate  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  Loui- 
siana land  claim  bill;  and  he  hojK'd,  tberefurc, 
tljat  that  business  would  be  taken  up. 
INVENTOIty  OF  rnOPEItTY. 

Mr.  PR.\TT  desired  the  action  of  the  Hoax 
on  a  motion  to  reconsider  the  vole  by  which  a 
resolution,  submitted  by  him  a  day  or  twusitux, 
was  adopted. 

The  suggi'stion  was  acted  upon;  and  the  vote 
was  reconsidered. 

Mr.  PRATT  then  submitted  a  substitute,  is 
the  form  of  a  joint  resolution,  to  secure  a  moic 
perfect  accountability  of  the  public  properly,  la 
oHering  this  resolution,  Mr.  P.  said:  I  deem  it 
but  just  to  say  that  1  mean  to  impute  no  wronglo 
any  officer  of  the  Government.  But  I 'think  it 
proper  that  all  officers  should  be  required  to  ten- 
der an  inventory,  or  property  account,  similar  u> 
that  which  business  men  prepare — though  I  asa 
aware  it  cannot  be  done  so  often.  It  mijgtii,  faov- 
ever,  be  made  out  once  in  two  years — suiy  in  the 
month  of  July — and  laid  before  every  new  Con- 
gress, at  the  commencement  of  its  session.  Thu 
would  enable  new  members  the  more  readily  to 
understand  the  subjects  upon  which  they  wouM 
be  called  to  legislate.  Property  greatly' deterior- 
ates by  lying  on  hand  out  of  use.  In  short, often 
accountability  renders  men  more  correct;  Bnd,tu 
use  an  old  adage,  **  An  ounce  of  prevention  is 
worth  a  pound  of  cure."  Many  of  the  offio-n 
now  keep  such  an  acqount;  but  I  tielieve  there 
has  never  been  a  general  inventory  since  the  Gov- 
ernment was  formed.  And  I  will  add,  tboae  of 
the  officers  whom  I  have  consulted  recommend 
this  course. 

Mr.  McKAY  proposed  an  amendment,  to  fe- 
sure  the  taking  of  an  inventory  of  the  property  ia 
the  presidential  mansion  once  in  every  fi>ur  years, 
before  the  inauguration  of  each  succeeding  Pre«- 
ideiit.  He  made  some  remarks  in  support  of  hi* 
amendment. 

The  resolution  was  amended  as  proposed  by 
Mr.  McKat;  and  after  some  ronversatioo,  ia 
which  Mr.  ADAMS,  Mr.  PRATT,  and  Mr. 
McKAY  took  part,  the  joint  resolution  was  read 
three  several  times,  and  jiassed,  as  follows: 

Reiolved  6t/  Ihe  Senate  and  House  of  Reyrtsemtatit^t  ft 
the  United  States  of  ^■imerica  in  Conf;ress  atgrmUed,  l>aa 
Ihe  Secretary  of  State,  Uie  Secretary  of  ilie  Treasury,  tks 
Secretary  of  War,  tile  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  the  PoiTwms 
ter(fene'rnl,  nnd  the  Coiniui.<.^ioner  of  Public  Balldin^,^* 
directed  I')  lay  before  the  next  Cuii:rr<\pa,  at  ihc  comMmre- 
inenl  of  its  lir>l  regular  seiiKion,  r*-\unv^  of  all  paUte-  pnp- 
erl>',  exiiibiling  llnMiuantily,  con>li!.'>ii.  and  i-ost  lltcnol^ 
on  hand  on  lite  :tOth  liny  of  Jin<<  '  -aid  nrpofts 

einbraeln{!  full  descriptive  accn;:  i  r^cur,  ttw 

location,  time  wlieu  obtained,  (m.  .^rvcd.  tlie 

cost,  objecls,  and  uses  of  all  land  '  .i  ' 

public  buiidin;;s,  for  civil  and  11)^  .: 

castoni-house?,  tlj:hl-hou'*c<,  ion.  .     ri.  • 

Ties,  navy-yards.  d(Kks.  and  depot 
cny.  Incrudiu);  fcliipii,  iiillilary  store*,  ordnance,  aniw, 
lion*,  nnd  material  for  niaiiufaclurr\    And  the  mid  «aic«s« 
slialUhercaflcr  lay  before  each  Mi  M£raB,atlka 

comnicneenicnl  of  ils  firj-t  rrgul:i'  fU  sbowa( 

Ui**  condition  of  the  public  pro|>'  i  'In  fbi?  prt- 

cediiiB  reports,  togellier  with  slai.-ini-ii'  /-ip 

crty  uc(|Uircd  »ir  disposed  of  durinx  tl.-  Im  st 

Willi  the  fiscal  year,  sbowiiig  Uie  luv. ■ 
In  such  properly  account.    And  lb  n  tli-  '  ;--■ 

causeaeataiosueof  the  t,lbrar>-of  llie  ii  i 

alives  to  bo  made  by  Uie  LibntriaiT.  nit  I  u- 

of  the  House  prior  to  itie  next  ^'  ,i. ->.     \aA 

thai  tlie  ronmii.ssiouer  of  Pultf-  .  and  h«  is 

hereby,  directed,  on  or  before  Ui<  .-iincxl.aaJ 

every' tour  years  tberenfler.  to  lakt-  .ui  inv.nl. try  of  111*  for 
Milure  of  the  President's  House,  at  •uoh  time  an  Dj.  •• 
convenient  to  ilie  Presi<lent  IVir  the  liuie  iK-in-.nnd  tod  u .  r 
a  copy  thereof  to  tiii^  President  elcPl,  :i' I  '  '    -i 

tile  same  In  the  Library  of  Concrtws.      \ 
lary  and  Sergeant  al-Arins  of  ilic  S.»!m  i    1 

i)»w>rkeeper  of  the  Housi- of  ltf;e.  a  I 

tliej  are  hereby,  required,  tui  (-1  :  -   ^* 

next,  nnd  every  two  years  I'leri  -' 

full  and  corr'-et  Invenlories  of  all  [':iii:i--  mh.;,  rl^  lu  tw^ 
rospeclive  ollices,  or  bilous.iiB  10  either  H"ill«,  an*  »•• 
copies  of  Ulc  same  In  the  Librury  of  Con^res*. 
LNITEp  STATES  LAWS. 

Mr.  ADAMS  submitted  a  resolution  directing 
the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Reprcscnlatife*  M 


of  all  m"V.;lilc  pni|>- 
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cause  the  tenth  volume  of  the  Laws  of  the  United 
States  to  be  revised  and  printed;  which  was  agreed 

***•  EEVOLUTIONABY  PBNSION  BILL. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  attempted  to  get  in  a  motion 
to  rescind  the  order  by  which  the  House  had  de- 
termined to  dispose  of  the  Louisiana  land  bill  to- 
day, hi^  desire  being  to  take  up  the  District  bank 
bill;  but,  after  some  conversation,  a  motion  was 
made  to  go  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union;  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  i^n  the  state  of  the  Union, 
(Mr.  Welleb  in  the  chair.) 

The  committee  took  up  the  revolutionary  pen- 
sion bill,  the  pending  amendment  to  which  was 
that  offered  by  Mr.  DATis,of  Kentucky, to  extend 
the  provisions  of  the  bill  to  the  soldiers  of  our 
Indian  wars;  which  amendment  Mr.  Smith,  of 
Illinois,  had  moved  to  amend. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  re- 
jected. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  amendment  of- 
fered by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky.  And, 
upon  this  question  tellers  were  appointed,  who 
reported — eyes  thirty-nine,  noes  not  counted. 

The  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.COLE^  moved  to  amend, by  addingapro- 
riso  to  the  effect  that  the  pc.isions  granted  b]r  the 
foregoing  act  be  applied  only  to  widows  in  indi- 
gent ciroumstances. 

The  amendment  was  negatived. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR,  of  New  York,  offered  an 
amendment,  the  object  of  which  was  to  make  the 
provisions  of  this  act  apply  to  recent  applications, 
but  not  to  applications  pending  already  before  the 
Commissioner. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  McKAY  inquired  of  the  gentleman  by 
whom  th<i  bill  had  been  reported,  whether  it  was 
his  intention  to  move  an  additional  section,  pro- 
viding fur  the  payment  of  the  pensions  therein 
granted. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR,  of  New  York,  replied  that  it 
would  bedifficultittpresent  to  ascertain  theaniount 
that  would  be  required.  The  sum  required,  how- 
ever, for  the  payment  of  pensions  to  the  widows 
of  revolutionary  ufSccra  and  soldiers  still  unpro- 
vided for,  wuulu  not  be  ver;^  large. 

The  bill  was  theii  laid  aside,  to  be  reported  to 
the  House. 

LAND  CLAIMS. 

The  committee  then  proceeded  to  the  consid- 
eration of  the  bill  to  provide  fur  the  adjustment 
of  land  claims  in  Missouri,  Arkansas,  Louisiana, 
and  part  of  Miasis.sippi,  Alabama,  &c. 

Mr.  C.JOHNSON  resumed  and  concluded  his 
remarks  (commenced  on  a  former  day)  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  bill. 

Mr.  SLIDELL  replied  to  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  setting  forth  the  object  contemplated 
by  the  bill,  and  the  reasons  which  hod  induced 
the  committee  of  the  House,  aa  well  as  the  select 
committee  in  the  Senate,  to  report  favorably  upon 
it.  The  bill  was  intended  to  open  the  tribunals 
of  the  United  States,  so  that  individuals  might 
litigate  their  claims  to  lands  which  were  also 
claimed  b^  the  Government.  He  spoke  at  length 
through  his  hour  in  explanation  of  the  case  pre- 
•ented  to  the  House,  and  in  defense  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  VINTON  next  obtained  the  floor,  and 
addressed  the  committee  in  opposition  to  the  bill; 
and,  in  conclusion,  proposed  an  amendment,  by 
way  of  proviso,  at  the  end  of  the  first  section  ^ 
that  the  bill  should  not  embrace  any  claim  that 
had  been  barred  by  any  act  of  Congress,  or  that 
had  been  declared  by  any  act  of  Congress  to  be 
null  and  void. 

Mr.  WHITE  replied  to  the  remarks  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Vinton,]  and  those 
of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  C.  John- 
son-,] and  advocated  the  adoption  of  a  measure 
for  iheadjudication  and  settlement  of  these  claims. 

Mr.  CROSS  followed  in  support  of  the  meas- 
ure. 
«Mr.  LEONARD  offered  the  following  proviso: 

emiitd,  Thai  nil  penoui  taavlnf  clalnu  for  •poliaUan* 
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on  ihu  French  GoTernaiPnt,  prior  to  tlic  year  1800,  shall 
have  the  same  right  to  prosecute  this  Government,  as  pro- 
vided by  this  act,  and  under  similar  restrictioai. 

Mr.  L. ,  in  a  few  brief  remarks,  urged  the  adop- 
tion of  this  proviso. 

The  hour  fixed  by  resolution  of  the  House  for 
terminating  debate  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union  having  arrived,  the  com- 
mittee proceeded  to  vote  upon  the  pending  amend- 
ments. The  first  was  that  offered  by  Mr.  Vin- 
ton, as  stated  above. 

On  this  question  the  vote,  taken  by  tellers, 
was — ayes  70,  noes  47. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VINTON,  the  bill  was  fur- 
ther amended. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  then  proposed  a  proviso  to 
disqualify  persons  from  suing  the  Government 
by  virtue  of  this  act,  unless  such  persdns  were 
entitled  under  grants  prior  to  1805. 

The  amendment  was  negatived,  as  were  also 
soqfie  other  amendments  which  he  proposed. 

Mr.  CHAPMAN,  of  Alabama,  moved  to  strike 
out  the  third  section;  on  which  the  vote  Woa — 
ayes  40,  noes  37;  being  less  than  a  quorum. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  that  fact 
to  the  House. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

The  followliig  petiUon  wu  presented  to-day,  under  tbe 
rale: 

By  Mr.  RAIVfHEY:  The  petition  of  John  McLauftaUn, 
Ausustus  Trozel,  Tlioman  Mumann,  and  others,  clUzAns 
of  Dauphin  county,  Pennsylvania,  praying  Congress  to  ad- 
mit Tens  as  a  Territory  of  tlie  United  Butes. 
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Mr.  BENTON  presented  a  petition  from  Ben- 
jamin St.  Brair,  praying  for  remuneration  for 
provisions  furnished  to  the  United  States  troops 
under  contract  when  they  went  to  protect  llie 
Santa  Fe  traders;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  PEARCE  presented  a  memorial  from  Dr. 
Ninian  Pinkney,  of  the  Navy,  in  relation  to  his 
rank  in  the  Navy ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  SEVIER  presented  the  petition  of  Mary 
Anne  Morris,  praying  for  a  pension;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  ATCHISON  presented  a  memorial  from 
Missouri,  numerously  signed,  asking  for  the  arf- 
nexation  of  Texas  to  the  United  States;  which 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  RIVES  presented  the  memorial  of  Mary 
Roberts,  widow  of  John  Roberts,  a  soldier  of  the 
Revolution,  asking  for  a  pension;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  comAiittee  on  Revolutionary  Pen- 
sions. 

Also,  a  memorial  and  the  proceedings  of  a  large 
meeting  held  in  Clarke  county,  Virginia,  in  favor 
of  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United  States; 
which  were  laid  on  the  table. 

ROBERT  HILLS. 
■  Mr.  WOODBRIDGE  reported,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  the  memorial  of  Robert 
Mills,  and  moved  that  they  be  discharged  from 
its  consideration,  and  that  the  report  bo  printed. 
The  committee  was  discharged  accordingly,  and 
the  report  ordered  to  be  printed. 

ADJOUIINHENT  OF  CONORBSS. 

Mr.  PHELPS  called  to  the  recollection  of  the 
Senate  that  this  was  the  day  appointed  for  the 
consideration  of  the  resolution  of  adjournment; 
and  he  hoped  the  subject  would  be  disposed  of  at 
once. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  remarked  that  there  was  a  very 
thin  attendance  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  (from  his  seat)  requested 
the  Senator  would  let  the  vote  be  taken. 

The  Senate  jnitit  resolution,  amended  by  the 
House,  which  struck  out  the  29th  of  May,  and 
inserted  the  17lh  of  June,  for  the  day  of  adjourn- 
ing Congress  sine  die,  was  accordingly  taken  up, 
and  the  amendment  waa  concurred  in. 


INVENTORY  OF  PROPERTY. 

The  House  joint  resolution  providing  for  tli* 
more  perfect  accountability  and  security  of  th* 
public  property,  was  taken  up,  read  twiM,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

JAMES  DCFFY. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jamea  Duffy 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

PENSIONS  TO  WIDOWS. 
The  engrossed  bill  for  eontinuing.the  pension* 
of  certain  widows  was  also  read  tbe  third  time,Rnd 
passed. 

THE  COPPER  ROCK. 

The  joint  resolution  concerning  the  copper  rock 
of  Lake  Superior  was  next  taken  up  on  its  third 
reading. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  asked  what  use  this  rock  would 
be  to  the  Government. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE  explained  that  it  waa  a 

freat  natural  curiosity,  which  it  was  desirable  to 
Bve  in  the  public  collection. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  did  not  see  upon  what  grounds 
the  necessity  of  this  resolution  was  based.  The 
ruck  was  pnvate  property,  improperly  seized  by 
the  Secretary  of  War;  and  the  owner  could  re- 
cover it  by  law,  without  requiring  Congress  to 
recognize  the  act  of  a  public  ofiicer  for  which  ha 
was  nimself  accountable  Itcould  have  no  other 
object  than  to  screen  him  from  the  consequences 
of'^his  own  ill-advised  act.  . 

Mr.WOODBRIDGEexp1ainedtbatthia,eoara« 
was  satisfactory  to  the  claimant. 

The  yeas  ana  nays  being  called  for  and  ordered 
on  the  passage  of  the  resolution,  were  taken, and 
resulted — yeas  21,  nays  15. 

So  the  resolution  was  passed. 

WILLIAM   BROWN. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  BAYARD,  the  bill  granting 
a  pensidn  to  William  Brown  was  taken  up,  con* 
siuered,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

ADAMS  *  CO. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Benjamin  Adams  &.  Co.,  and  others,  was  taken 
up,  considered,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading. 

WESTERN  HARBORS  DILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MOREHEAD,  the  harbor 
bill  making  appropriations  forcertain  harbcn  and 
rivers  (usually  called  the  western  harbors  bill)  was 
taken  up  for  consideration  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  EVANS  wished  to  have  some  amendment 
made  in  the  phraseology  of  the  appropriation  for 
Buffalo  harbor,  so  as  to  prevent  iu' being  con- 
strued  into  a  limitation  of  tbe  right  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  Wor  and  topographical  corps  to  choose 
the  mode  of  improsement  most  conaucive  to  th* 
present  interest. 

Messrs.  WOODBRIDGE  and  MOREHEAD 
assured  the  Senator  from  Maine  that  the  object 
he  had  in  views  was  best  accomplished  by  letlinf 
the  phraseology  stand  as  it  was. 

iSt.  WRIGHT  said  that,  for  the  very  moderata 
appropriation  made  lo  improve  the  present  har- 
bor, the  wording  of  the  bill  waa  just  what  it  ought 
to  be. 

Mr.  EVANS  wished  for  time  to  consult  som* 
communications  he  had  received  on  the  subject; 
and  on  his  motion  the  bill  was  postponed  till  to- 
morrow. 

TUB  TARIFF. 

The  unfinished  business  being  then  in  order, 
the  resolutions  of  the  F'inance  Committee  to  post- 
pone indefinitely  Mr.  McDirrriE'sbill  for  restor- 
ing the  tariff  lo  the  standard  of  the  compromis* 
act,  were  taken  up. 

Mr.McDUFFlE,incontinualionofhisremark* 
of  yesterday,  addressed  the  Senate  for  two  hours, 
recapitulating  the  grounds  of  his  arguments  from 
the  beginning  of  the  debate,  and  meeting  all  the 
poinu  of  opposition  with  which  they  had  beea 
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nsaailed  by  his  opponents.  In  conclusion,  Mr. 
McD.  biouglit  forward  a  principle  to  which  he 
had  not,  in  this  discussion,  before  allnded,  though 
lie  liad  urged  it  on  former  occasions,  but  wliich 
he  now  ri,;;;irded  as  of  paramount  importance. 
He  alluded  to  the  principle  involved  in  the  pro- 
tective policy  of  destruction  to  the  republican  insli- 
tutions  of  this  Confederacy.  Mr.  MeD.  explained 
at  great  length  his  views  of  the  workings  and  con- 
•iccjiiences  of  this  principle,  and  appealed  to  the 
friends  of  those  institutions  to  avert  the  calamities 
which  their  subversions  must  sooner  or  later 
occasion. 

Mr.  CHOATE,  for  purposes  of  explanation, 
next  obtained  the  lloor,  and  addressed  the  Senate 
for  an  hour  and  a  half,  in  answer  to  remarks  made 
by  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  in  reference 
to  Massachusetts  and  the  speech  he  had  made  some 
six  weeks  n^>  on  this  question. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE,  in  explanation,  again  ob- 
tained the  floor,  and  spoke  for  about  half  tin  hour 
in  reply  to  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 

ClIOATE.] 

Mr.  CHOATE  further  explained,  as  did  also 
Mr.  McDUFFIE. 

Mr.  EAGBY,  in  reference  to  remarks  which 
fell  from  the  Senator  frnm  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
Ciio.vTE,]  defined  the  grounds  he  had  taken  in  his 
Bpeech,  with  res;ard  to  the  change  of  policy,  iji 
consequence  of  tlie  change  of  interests,  which  had 
taken  place  in  Mas.iachusctts  since  18:24. 

Mr.  B.\TES  expressed  his  own  desire  to  reply 
to  such  comments  as  the  Senator  from  South  Car- 
olina had  addressed  to  his  speech  on  the  present 
question ;  but  al  the  sanio  time  yielded  to  the  wishes 
of  his  friends  around  him  in  not  protracting  the 
debate.  He  therefore  contented  himself  with  reit- 
erating the  positions  he  had  assumed. 

Mr.  EVANS  invoked  the  Senate  to  allow  the 
question  to  be  taken. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  suggested  that  there  could  be 
no  necessity  for  taking  ilie  question  on  the  reso- 
lutions reported  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
us  the  question  of  jurisdiction  was  one  which  he 
liad  not  aigUi'd  at  unv  length. 

Mr.  CRlTTENDEiV  wished  to  see  the  ques- 
tion taken  diri>ctly  on  the  bill. 

The  PRESIDENT  explained  that  the  second 
resolulioii  was  on  its  indefinite  postponement. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  did  not  see  the  propriety 
of  any  ((thi-r  coui'se  tliaii  a  direct  vote  on  the  bill. 

Mr.  WHITE  preferred  a  dii-ect  vote  on  the 
bill,  aiid  pointed  out  the  course  of  the  Senate  a 
few  days  ago  in  relatioii  to  a  cttse  in  point,  when 
the  vote  was  taken  on  the  indefinite  postponement 
of  a  bill,  uiid  not  on  the  adoptiou  of  a  resolution 
from  a  eonimiltee. 

Mr.  ARCHER  hoped  the  question  would  be 
taken  oii  the  lesolutions  of  the  committee;  he 
wished  to  have  a  lest  vote  of  the  Senate  on  the 
question  of  jurisdiclinn. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  would  make  no  further 

obji.'Ctioi! 

Mr.  MERRICK  desired  lo  sec  the  test  vote 
taken  dii'ectly  on  the  tariff  question.  That  test 
could  not  be  lakeii  on  tlnse  resolutions,  and  it 
would  give  grounds  for  the  allegation  that  the 
Senate  blinked  the  question  of  the  tariff.  It  was 
on  the  tariff  he  desired  to  hajc  the  test  vote. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  offered  (if  the  committee's 
resolutions  were  withdrawn)  lo  substitute  a  res- 
olution himself,  which  would  give  the  gentleman 
nil  iippo'.tunily  of  having  the  test  vote  on  'the 
Bubject  ijf  t!ie  tariff. 

Mr.  ALLEN  n^nioved  all  difficulty  by  moving 
nn  ainendnient  tt)  the  resolution,  so  that  the  test 
vote  desired  might  be  taken  on  his  amendment. 

The  original  usolutions  submitted  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  were  as  follows: 

Uctolitl,  Tlial  Iht:  hill  eiiliUed  "  A  lilll  to  revive  The  ncl 
ottlic  •2t\  ni  Mareli,  1833,  UL-u;illy  culletl  llio  roiiipronii:>u 
Del,  niiil  ti)  ii)fi.li!y  iliu  cilsliiis  (I  !l!cs  upnti  foreign  niipnrt^ 
lu  eonrorinity  Willi  ll>  provii«i(>iiii,''  is  a  hilt  for  raUini*  rcr- 
emte  within  "lln-  iiie:tiiiii<;  ot  llie  seventh  section  of  iJie  rtrst 
lirttcle  of  ilir  c'otnrlitiilion,  and  cannot  Ihcrufuru  originate 
in  the  Si'linle  :  'riirreltire, 

lUsolKed,  'rillll  it  he  inderinitety  poatpoite-I. 

The  amendment  submittid  by  Mr.  Ai.i.en,  be- 
ing to  strike  out  all  after  the  word  "  that,''  in  the 
lirst  line  of  tlie  first  resolution,  and  insert,  **  the 
tluties  imposed  on  importations  by  existing  laws 
are  unjust  and  oppressive,  and  otight  to  be  re- 
pealed." 

On  this  atnendmcnt,  Mr.  EVANS  called  for  the 
ycBS  and  nays. 


The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and  being 
taken  resulted — yeas  18,  nays  25;  as  follows: 

y  KAS— McHsrs.  Allen,  AleliLsnn,  liajby,  Benton,  Breese, 
F.ilrfielil,  Fiillon,  [lanni'snii,  lliiywooil,  linger,  Lewi!«, 
McDulIie,  \iJe»,  Sempio,  ISevicr, I'nppan,  Wuodhury,  and 
Wrisht— 18. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Balo;*,  Bayard,  Buch- 
anan, Ctioatc,  Claylun,  Crittenden,  Dajton,  Evani*,  Fran- 
cis), llcnderaon,  Hiintiiislon,  Jarna^iu.  Munguni,  Merrick, 
Miller,  Morehc.id,  Porter,  Rives,  Sliiiiuoas,  R'turgeon, 
'J'allinailgr,  White,  and  Woodbridgc — 25. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  original  res- 
olutions proposed  by  the  Committee  on  Finance; 
and  the  yeas  and  nays  having  been  called  for,  and 
ordered,  were  taken, and  resulted — yeas  33,  nays 
4;  as  follows: 

VEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Archer,  Atchison,  Bagby,  Bar- 
row, Uate5,  Uayanl,  Benton,  Breese,  Buelianan,  Choate, 
Clayton,  Dayton,  Evan.*,  Fairfield,  Francis,  Haiinegan, 
Henderson,  Ihlntln^ton,  Jamagin,  Merrick.  Miller,  More- 
hea<i,  Niles,  Porter,  Rives,  Seinpie,  i^iinnioiis,  Hturgcon, 
Tallniad^e,  VVIiite,  VVoodbrldge,  and  VVrieiil — .13. 

N.\YS— Messrs.  Haywood,  Huger,  McDiif:ii-,mid  Wood- 
bury— 4. 

So  the  first  resolution  was  adopted. 

The  second  resolution  was  adopted  without  any 
call  for  a  division  by  yeas  and  nays. 
The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Friday,  Jl/oy  31,  1844. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  ADAMS  asked  leave  lo  present  a  memo- 
rial from  certain  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  in 
which  the  memorialists  respectfully  represent  that 
they  are  opposed  to  the  facility  of  access  which 
the  naturalization  laws,  as  they  at  present  stand, 
afford  to  aliens  for  the  attninmfnt  of  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  citizenship.  The  prayer  of  the 
memorial  is,  that  the  naturalization  laws  may  be 
so  altered  as  to  lequirc  a  residence  of  twenly-one 
years.  He  presented  the  petition  in  this  formal 
manner,  and  not  in  th»  ordinary  way,  by  laying 
it  on  the  Clerk's  table;  because  it  related  lo  a  sub- 
ject of  considerable  importance,  and  upon  which 
there  was  a  considerable  difference  of  opinion; 
and  because  he  was  willing  to  afford  to  the  peti- 
liomrs,  who  were  unknown  lo  liim,  the  satisfac- 
tion of  having  their  petition  brought  pointedly  to 
the  notice  of  the  House;  but,  at  the  same  time, 
he  would  remark  that  he  did  not  wish  to  be  un- 
derstood as  holding  himself  bound  in  any  manner 
to  support  the  prayer  of  the  petition.  He  moved 
that  llie  memorial  be  referred  to  the  Judiciary 
Committee. 

Mr.  HAMMETT  moved  that  it  be  laid  upon 
the  table. 

■  Mr.  MURPHY  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordi  red;  and  being  taken,  resulted — 
yeas  128,  nays  UC;  as  follows: 

YE.\S — Messrs.  Anderson,  Arrin^lon,  Ashe.  Atkinson^ 
Carringirr,  llentoa,  Btdlnek,  Boyd,  Brengle,  Brinkerhofl, 
Rrodhead,  Milton  Ihowii,  William  J.  Blown,  J(-r'>niia!i 
Browa,  Hurkit, Caldwell,  Shepherd  Cary.  <;arroll,  Ueuhcii 
('hapnian.  Au;;iistus  /\.  Chapman,  Cllni'h,r!inlon, Coles, 
Cross,  CulloMi,  [)ana,  Daniel,  Garrett  Davis,  Itichard  D. 
Oavis,  John  W.  Davis,  Dv^an,  l)ellptt,D:okey,' Diliinghain, 
DronigoDlo,  Duiilap.  Kills,  Farlce,  Fieklin,  Fool,  Foiier, 
French, Go.2gln,  WiHisGrren,  Ilyrani Green, Grider,  Hair, 
Hamlin,  Htiinmett,  Hardin.  Harper,  Henley,  llerrlck,  Hop- 
kins, Houston,  H'lhard,  HublTell,  Hiiiities,  Hiingertord, 
\Vasliington  Hum,  James  B.  Hunt,  Charles  J.  Ingersoll, 
In'ili,  Jenks,  Cave  Johnson,  Pcrley  B.  Johnson,  George  Wj 
Jones,  Andrew  Kennedy,  John  P.  Kennedy,  Kirkpa'triek* 
Labranehe,  Leiniard,  l.ucas,  I.ntnpkin.  Mnelay,  Me(;ioI- 
land.McClernand,  MeConnell,  McDowell,  McKay,  Mose- 
ley,  IVIurpiiy,  Nes,  Newton,  Norris,  Owen,  Parmeiilcr, 
Pa>iie,  I'etlil,  I'ey.oir,  Polloi-k,  Pnrdv,  Uallibuii,  Cliarles, 
M,  Keid,  Darid  S.  lieiil,  llcdlng,  Uelfc,  Rheti,  Kitter, 
HiisHell,  St.  John.  Hamplr,  Saniiders,  Kehenck,  Henter, 
1'iionias  H.  Heynnnir,  David  I,.Seynionr,  Simons,  Slldell, 
.Vlhert  .Sniilli,  'I'lionias  Smith,  Rnhert  Smilh,  Stecnrod, 
John  ,^lewarl,  Stone,  Stroji-i.  Summers,  Sykcs,  Thomas- 
son,  'riioinpsoii,  'Pibbatts,  'I'ilden,  Tyler,  Weller,  Wenl- 
wortti,  Wethered,  White,  Williams,' Woodward,  Joseph 
.\,  Wright,  and  Vo.st— 1-rf. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Abhot,  Ad.ams,  Causin,  Cltngmnn,  Col- 
lamer,  (.Vinston,  Doberry,  tiiddings,  Orinnell.  Hudson, 
Joseph  It.  Ingersoll,  Daniii  P.  King,  iM'arsh,  .Mcllvaine, 
Morse,  Plnenix,  Klisha  K.  Poller,  Pratt,  Uodney,  Itogers, 
Caleb  B.  Smith,  Spcnee,  Vance,  Viition,  and  Winthrop— 
25. 

The  memorial  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

rAPTAI.V  JAMES  LOWE. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  moved  a  suspension  of  ihc 
rules,  llial  the  Housi'  might  ri'solve  it.se!f  into  llic 
Committee  of  t!ie  Wh'.le,  for  the  purpose,  he  in- 
tiniuled,  of  taking  up  the  bill  to  reduce  and  grad- 


uate ihc  price  of  public  lands.    The  motion  wu 
withdrawn,  however,  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  NEWTON,  who,  by  unanimous  consent, 
introduced  a  joint  resolution  authorizing  Captain 
Jaines  Lowe  lo  assign  a  certain  section  of  land; 
which  resolution  was  read  a  first  and  secoDd  time, 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  passed. 

ENROLLED  BILLS. 

Mr.  SYKES,  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolltd 
Bills,  reported  that  the  cominiilee  had  examined 
an  enrolled  bill  (No.  315i)  directing  a  disposiiioa 
of  the  charts  of  the  survey  of  the  coast,  anil  a 
joint  resolution  (No.  32)  authorizing  the  corpora- 
tion of  Baltimore  to  use  a  building  of  the  Uoitn] 
States  at  Lazaretto  Point. 

MESSAGE  FROU  THB  SENATE. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  in- 
forming the  House  that  the  Senate  had  concurrtd 
in  the  amendment  of  the  House  to  the  resolution 
of  the  Senate  fixing  a  day  for  the  odjoummeiit 
of  Congress. 

They  have  concurred  in  the  resolution  of  ih« 
House  (of  the  26th  February  last)  amending  llie 
19th  joint  rule. 

They  have  passed  bills  of  the  following  titles: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Dc  Buys,  late 
postmaster  at  New  Orleans; 

An  act  to  continue  the  pensions  of  certain  wid- 
ows; and 

An  act  granting  a  pension  to  James  Duffy. 

TIKOINIA  CO.NTESTED  ELECTION. 

Mr.  NEWTON,  by  leav<?,  presented  a  minor- 
ity report  from  the  Committee  of  Elections,  in 
the  case  of  Botts  vs.  Jones. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  inquired  what  ihe  resololioa 
was  with  which  the  report  concluded? 

Mr.  NEWTON  was  understood  lo  say  that 
there  was  no  resolution  appended  to  the  report. 
He  then  moved  that  the  report  of  the  minority  b« 
laid  upon  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  moved  to  take  up  the  rf- 
porl  of  the  majority,  and  concur  in  it,  inasmueli 
as  the  minority  had  come  to  the  same  conclusion 
as  the  majority,  that  the  matter  might  be  ended. 

Mr.  VANCE  hoped  the  day  would  be  devor.d 
to  private  bills,  to  which  it  belonged.  The  S  .  - 
ate  had  ngreed  lo  the  resolution  fixing  the  ITili 
of  June  for  the  adjournment  of  Congress,  and 
this  day,  prob.tbly,  would  be  the  last  thai  coak! 
be  devoted  lo  private  bills;  and  hence  he  hoped 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
would  not  prevail. 

Messrs.  DRO.MGOOLE,  NEWTON,  SC.M- 
MERS,  .DAVIS  of  Indiana,  HAMLIN,  and 
WHITE,  made  some  observations. 

The  question  was  then  slated  to  be  on  tak'io; 
up  the  subject. 

Mr.  VANCE  called  for  the  yens  and  nays,  and 
lliey  were  oidered;  ond  being  taken,  resulted— 
yeas  101,  nays  66;  as  follows: 

VE/)S— Messrs.  Ailams,  Anderson,  Arrinxmn,  Atkiasoa, 
Bayly,  Benlon,  Bidlack,  iames  lll.aek,  James  A.  Btaefe, 
Bl.ickwell.  liovd,  Hrlnk.rhoir,  William  J.  Brown,  Bun, 
Caldwell,  Ciiuiphell,  Sliipherd  dry,  Aiijuii-  A  Oii^ 
man,  Reuben  Clinpnian,  C'obb,  Coles.  (  !'t 

lei,  Richard  D.D.ivis,  John  W.  Ilavi- 
las,   Dioingnole,   Dunlnp,    Ellis,   Fail- 
French,  Hale,  Hamlin.   Hnineieu,  II  ■ 
kins,   Il.iu-ton,   Hubard,    Hubbell,    I! 
James  B.  Hnnt,  t-'harlea  J.  Iiige.-sjill,  .1 
son,  ,\ndrew  Johnson,  George  W.  Jimi 
branchc,  Lr-onard,  Lucas,  J,iimpkiii. 
MeCauslcn,  MeClernaiiil.  .^lefonnfll.  "' 
Joseph  Morris,  Murphy,  Norris,  Ow.-n.  1' 
Emery  D.  Potl'T,  Pnrdy,  David  S.  Reid.  l: 
Roberts,  ltu«se]I.St.  Jolln,  Saundt-rs, 'i'lioma 
Il.'ivid  L.  Sevmoiir,  Simons,  Slid>'ll,  Robert  Si 
Smltli,   Sli'i'iiroil,  Slot.soii,  John  Stewart,    - 
Strimg,  Syki-s,  Taylor,  I'homp  on.  Tibbatl^.  . 
Icr,  WenlW'irth,  Whealon,  Williaius,  Joseph  .\    \ 
and  Yost— 101. 

N.VYS— Messrs.  .^bbot,  A«he,  Baker,  na!TiIlr^■^.  P 
BrerigJe,  Jeri'minh  llnnvii,"Milion  llr'u. 
roll,  Causlii,  Cllmli,  Clingnmn,  Cian-' 
Davis,    Deberry,   D.llel,  Ditki'y,    I) 
Foot,  Giildings,Goi;gln,  Crinni  II,  Grnl' r.  Mi 
VVa-liinglou  lliinl,  Jo,eph  It.  fng-Trttil,  Irvi; 
levB.  Johnson,  Andrew  Kennedy.  Joljn  !•    I 
lei   P.    King,  Mellvaini',   Mor^e^    N 
PlicElUx,  ElUlia  R.  Poller.  Presloii,  It  ^ 
gers.  Sample,  Scln'nek,  Senler,  Sevcr 

Cali'b  B.  Smilh,  Sp.nnce,  Summers,  Ti...e!  i i.    . 

T\ler,  \'anei',  Vanni'ler,  Viiiion,  Wclhered,  Whit- 
llirop,  nnd  Willl.am  U'righl— 80, 

So  the  motion  to  proceed  10  the  coii»idcr»l:>Ji 
of  the  subject  was  agreed  to.  • 

The  Clerk  read  tlio  resolution  reported  by  a* 


-to^^ 


majority,  wliicli  declared  J.  W.  Jokes  to  be  en- 
titlvd  to  his  seat. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  moved  tliat  the  furtfier  con- 
sideration of  the  reports  of  the  ranjority  and  of 
the  minority  of  the  Committee  of  Elections  in  this 
case  be  postponed  until  Thursday  next.  Mr.  S. 
proceeded  to  remark  that,  in  order  to  get  a  full 
understanding  of  the  grounds  upon  which  the 
minority  of  the  committee  had  come  to  the  con- 
clusion to  which  they  hnll  arrived,  it  seemed  to 
bim  it  was  absolutely  necessary  that  gentlemen 
should  havean  opportunity  of  examining  the  evi- 
dence. The  minority,  it  was  true,  had  concurred 
witli  the  decision  of  the  majority  iii  its  final  result; 
but  there  remainedaquesiion  regarding  the  quali- 
fication of  votes,  the  decision  of  which  would 
affect  the  legality  of  the  election  in  many  of  the 
States.  He  had  concurred  in  excluding  the  class 
of  votes  excluded  by  the  majority,  because  the 
admission  of  such  votes  (under  the  qualifications 
prescribed  by  the  Stales)  would  bo  rendering 
imgntory  the  power  granted  to  the  Conpr  ss  of  the 
United  States — the  States  being  permitted  loadmit 
to  citizenship  those  who  were  not  recognized  as 
citizens  in  every  respect,  and  particularly  Ondcr 
the  laws  of  the  United  States.  It  was  true,  it 
would  cut  off  thousands  of  voters  in  Michigan 
and  other  States;  nnd  he  would  say  to  his  New 
England  friends  that  it  would  cut  olTthe  votes  of 
all  colored  persons.  If  the  kind  of  votes  to  which 
he  had  referred  were  allowed,  Mr.  Botts  would 
have  a  majority  of  three  or  four  votes,  and  con- 
sequently be  entitled  to  the  seat;  but  being  ex- 
cluded, Mr.  Jones  had  a  majority. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  inquired  whether  Mr.  Botts 
was  aware  that  tJie  subject  had  been  appointed 
for  consideration  this  day,  and  wJietherhe  desired 
to  be  heard. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  replied  that  the  consideration 
of  the  subject  Ijad  not  been  assigned  for  to-day, 
other  than  tlie  question  as  to  the  priuiine  of  the 
evidence.  He  was  in  favor  of  printing  all  tne  testi- 
mony, liecausc  he  was  willing  that  other  gentle- 
men should  have  the  opportunity  which  he  bad 
had  of  examining  it.  He  thought  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  [Mr.  Newton]  was  mistaken  when 
he  said  that  Mr.  Bolts  was  satisfied  with  the  de- 
cision of  the  minority  of  the  committee;  with  that 
of  the  maiority  he  certainly  was  not. 

Mr.  NL  ./TON  said  perhaps  he  had  liccn  mis- 
understood in  what  he  had  said.  What  he  in- 
tended to  say  was,  that  he  believed  it  was  the 
determination  of  ^Ir.  liotts  toabide  by  the  decis- 
ion of  the  minority,  bcin^  satisfied  that  the  minor- 
ity had  done  whnt  they  believed  to  be  justice. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  said  he  did  notunderstand  the 
question  decided  by  the  committee  in  regard  to 
that  class  of  voters  alluded  to  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  as  necessarily  bringing  up  the  question 
as  to  whether  thnt  class  of  voters  in  Michigan, 
Illinois,  and  other  States,  should  be  admitted  or 
excluded.  He  held  that  any  Slate  of  this  Union 
had  a  right  to  prescribe  the  qualificafion  of  voters 
widiin  such  State;  and  that  this  House  had  not 
the  power  to  reject  a  member  elected  by  such 
voters. 

The  question  being  put  u|>on  the  motion  for 
postpoiii'ineiit,  it  was  carried. 

The  question  for  the  printing  of  the  testimony 
being  next  in  urdir. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HAMLIN,  the  motion  to 
print  was  laid  on  the  table. 

LAND  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  VANCE  moved  thaf  the  House  proceed 
to  the  consideration  of  the  business  on  the  Speak- 
er's table. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rules,  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of  the  Union; 
which  motion  taking  precedence, 

Mr.  VANCE  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays 
upon  it,  and  they  were  ordered;  and,  being  taken, 
resulted — yeas  104,  nays  76;  ns  follows: 

YEAS— Measrs.  Arrlnginn,  Ajhe,  AtKinson,  B.-iiTinfi>r, 
Bnyly,  llelser,  Oidinck,  Eilwnrd  J.  Black,  Jamn  Blnck, 
JaiiieH  A.  Itlnck,  l)lnckwi-ll,  nnwcr*Dnwlln,  ItrlnkrHiofT,- 
.Aaron  V.  Rmwn,MIUnn  Dn>wti,  Wiiliajn  J.  Urnwn,  Burke, 
C-iliIlvcll  Campbell,  Jernniinli  E.  Cory,  Shepherd  Ciiry, 
Reuben  (;iinpiiiait,  Cllhfoii,  Cobb,  Colftf,  Culluiii,  Dana, 
Dnrragh,  Richard  D.  Davis,  Jalui  VV.  Davis,  Dawson, 
Dlckluran,  Dilliuiihnm,  Douxlaa,  Droingoolu,  Duncan, 
Uiiiilap,  Blli<.  Farlei',  Ficklin,  l''ri.-nch,  Go;gin,  Willis 
Green,  llalv,  Hamlin,  Ilaininett,  Hnntlsun,  Ilcnlcy,  Her- 
Tick,  lloge,  Ifopkini),  lli>u<ton,  IluUbell,  Hti^lieH,  Jameson, 
Uavc  Joliiison,  Pcrley  U.  Job  utoii,  Andrew  Joluisou,Oeor(e 


VV.  Jone>i,  Kirkpnlrick,  Lnhianche,  Lucas,  McUauslen, 
McClelland,  McConncll,  MrKay,  Joaeph  Morrl?,  Newton, 
Norrlf",  Owen,  Pnrtnrnter,  Payne,  Pevlon,  Ell<ha  R.  Poller, 
Emery  D.  Pntter,  Furdy,  David  S.  Reid,  itedln)[,  Relfc,  Kil- 
ter, R})berts,  Senlcr.  Thomas  H.  Seymour,  David  L.  Sey- 
mour, Slldell,  Tiionias  Sinilli,  Robert  Smith,  gteenrod, 
Sletisun.  John  Slewnrl,  Stiles,  Sione,  Strong, Toylor,Thoin- 
asson,  'Phompsnn,  I'ibbattfi.  I'ueker.  Wellcr,  VVenlwonb, 
VVhealoii,  VVlllianis,  and  Woodward — 104. 

NAYS-— Messrs.  Alibot,  Adams,  Andert-nn,  Boker,  Bar- 
nard, Uoyd,  Brengle,  Jeremiah  Brown,  BnlTinctnn,  Carroll, 
CaU!4m,CIlninnan,Collaincr,Crnnslon,  Cross,  Daniel, Gar- 
rett Davis,  Dean,  DcberTy,Dellel,  Dirkey.  Florence,  Foot, 
Foster,  Giddini;s,Grinnei],  Grlder,  Hariicr,  Hays,  Hudson, 
Hungerford,  Washington  Hunt,  James  H.  lluni,  Cliarles  J. 
InKcrsull,  Joseph  R.  Jneersoil,  Irvin,  Jenks,  Andrew  Ken- 
nedy, John  P.  Kennedy.  Daniel  P.  King,  I.yon,  Maclay, 
Marsh,  Mathews,  MeClelland,  Mcllvalne,  Mnrse,  Moseley, 
Murphy,  Phtcnlz,  Pn.lock,  Preston,  Ramsey,  (;liarles  M. 
Reed,  Rodney, itogers, Russell, Sample, Saunders,Sehenck, 
Severance,  Simons,  Albert  Smith,  Caleb  B.  Smith,  Suni- 
niers,  Tllden,'l'j-ler,V«nee,Vannieter,  Vinton,  Weihered, 
White,  Wlndirop,  WUtlam  Wrigkt,  Joseph  A.  Wright,  and 
Yost— 76. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  en  the  state  of  the  Union, 
(Mr.  Weller  in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  adjust- 
ment of  land  claims  in  the  States  of  Missouri, 
Arkansas,  Louiaiana,  &c. 

The  pendingquestion  when  the  committee  rose 
yesterday,  was  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Chapman, 
of  Alabama,  to  strike  out  the  third  section. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  moved  to  strike  out  the 
eighth  section;  to  which  Mr.  Slidell,  who  had 
the  bill  in  charge,  assented. 

Tellers  were  demanded;  and  Messrs.  C.  John- 
son and  Brencle  were  appointed,  and  they  re- 
ported— ayes  55,  noes  45;  no  quorum  voting. 

The  CHAIRMAN  said  there  was  evidently  a 
quorum  present,  and  he  requested  gentlemen  to 
vote  Cither  on  one.  side  or  the  other. 

The  tellers  again  took  the  vote;  and  they  re- 
ported— ayes  sixty-three,  noes  not  counted. 

So  the  section  was  stricken  out. 

The  bill  was  laid  aside,  to  be  reported. 

I.0SSK8  BT  MISSOURI  TOLVNTBBRS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HARALSON,  the  commit- 
tee proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
making  appropriation  for  the  pay  for  horses  lost 
in  the  Florida  war  by  Missouri  volunteers. 

Mr.  H.  moved  an  amendment,  the  object  of 
which,  together  with  that  of  the  bill  itself,  he 
explained. 

'  Mr.  JAMESON  also  made  a  few  remarks  in 
favor  of  the  bill. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to.- 

Some  unimportant  amendments  were  proposed 
and  disposed  of,  and  the  bill  v/as  di-bnted  Ijy 
Messrs.  JONES  of  Tennessee,  COLES,  COBB, 
HARALSON,  and  some  others. 

The  hour  of  two  o'clock,  which  had  been  fixed 
to  terminate  debate,  having  arrived,  the  commit- 
tee proceeded  to  vote  upon  the  pending  amend- 
ments; but  it  was  found  that,  of  the  members 
present,  there  was  less  than  a  quorum. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VINTON,  the  committee 
rose  and  reported  (hat  fact  to  the  House. 

Mr.  HARALSON  moved  that  there  be  a  call 
of  the  House, 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Clerk  pro- 
ceeded to  call  the  roll. 

There  were  one  hundred  and  twenty-nine  gen- 
tlemen found  to  be  present,  and  further  proceed- 
ings under  the  call  were  dispensed  with. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and 
resumed  the  business  which  was  under  consider- 
ai"  I  when.the  committee  rose, and  after  disposing 
of  some  amendments,  that  bill  was  laid  aside,  to 
be  reported  to  the  House. 

NAVY-YARD  AT  MEMPHIS. 

Mr.  ASHE  moved  that  the  committee  take  up 
the  bill  to  establish  a  navy-yard  at  Memphis, 
Tennessee. 

Tellers  were  called  for;  and  Messrs.  Ashe  and 
Haralson  were  appointed,  and  they  reported — 
ayes  56,  noes  51;  being  less  than  a  quorum. 

Another  count  was  taken,  and  resulted — ayea 
64,  noes  46;  still  no  quorum  voting. 

As  it  was  evident  a  quorum  was  in  the  House, 
a  third  count  took  place,  and  resulted — ayes  76, 
noes  40. 

So  the  committee  agreed  to  take  up  the  bill 
designated. 


x'he  Clerk  read  the  bill  accordingly. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  proposed  a  substitute  for 
the  bill,  by  which  it  was  designed  that  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  should  be  empowered 
to  appoint  a  naval  officer  of  the  rank  of  a  post 
captain,  an  officer  of  the  corps  of  engineers,  &c., 
to  make  a  survey  of  the  river  Mississippi,  and 
select  a  site  for  a  naval  depot.  He  admitted  the 
importance  of  a  naval  depot  on  the  Mississippi 
river,  but  he  did  not  deem  Memphis  the  best  loca- 
tion, inasmuch  as  she  was  situated  about  one 
thousand  miles  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  for 
whose  protection  the  western  naval  station  waa 
intended,  and  as  the  depth  of  water,  at  some  por- 
tions of  the  year,  near  Memphis,  was  so  low  as 
to  endanger  navigation  for-vessels  of  a  large  claM. 

The  amendment  waa  opposed  by  Mr.  C.JOHN- 
SON. 

It  was  further  debated  by  Messrs.  SMITH  of 
Illinois,  CROSS,  PARMENTER,  J.  R.  INOER- 
SOLI*,  and  DAWSON. 

Mr.  HAMMETT  desired  to  address  the  com- 
mittee; but  not  having  at  hand  certain  documents 
which  he  requiieil,'hc  gave  way  to  a  motion  that 
the  committee  rise;  which  was  carried. 

So  thecoinmittee  rose,  and  reported  to  the  House 
the  bill  concerning  Louisiana  land  claims,  the 
widuws'  pension  bill,  and  the  bill  for  the  repay- 
ment of  lossos  sustained  by  the  Missouri  volun- 
teers; and  that  they  had,  as  yet,  come  to  no  con- 
clusion on  the  bill  to  establish  a  navy-yard  at 
Memphis. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


The  fotlowlnf  petitions,  presented  to-day,  wer  'landad 
to  tlie  reporters  by  the  mcinhera  presenUiig  tliein : 

By  Mr.  SEVERANCE :  The  petilloii  of  Joseph  F.  Jen- 
nings and  others,  of  Wavne,  Maine,  for  a  post  route,  and 
for  a  post  office  at  North  Wayne. 

By  Mr.  SCHENCK:  The  petition  of  twentf-lwo  elU- 
zens  of  Columbus,  Oliio,  praying  for  the  pssssfe,  bf  Ilia 
House  of  Kcpresenutives,  of  'the  Senate  kill  to  redoee  Iha 
postage. 

By  Mr.  MURPHY:  The  peUtlon  of  James  R.  Clark, s 
purser  In  the  Navy  of  the  United  Slates,  praying  relief  upon 
sundry  items  arising  from  suspensions,  disaltowanees,  and 
unsetUnd  claims,  originating  In  the  adjustment  of  his  puMIe 
accounts ;  which  was  referred  to  tlie  Commltiee  on  naval 
ASairs.  

IN  SENATE. 

SATtTRDAT,  JuiW  1,  1844. 

The  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Sennle  two 
executive  communications:  one  from  theTreaaury 
Department,  in  reference  to  substituting  gas  for 
oil  in  light-houses;  and  the  other  from  the  Navy 
Department,  relative  to  improvement  in  the  navy- 
yard  at  Pensaeola,  The  former  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and  the  latter  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

PETITIONS,  ETC. 

Mr.  BENTON  presented  a  petition  from  citi- 
zens of  Missouri,  requesting  that  the  land  office 
of  Jncksoii  district,  in  that  State,  may  not  be  re- 
moved; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands, 

Also,  a  petition   from  citizens  of  Missouri, 

grayiiig  for  the  removal  of  the  circuit  court  from 
t,  Louis  to  Jefferson  City,  in  that  State;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 
Mr,  BUCHANAN  presented  a  memorial  nu- 
merously signed  by  citjzens  of  Philadelphia,  ask- 
ing for  such  alteration  in  the  naturalization  laws 
as  will  require  from  all  foreigners,  desirous  gf 
becoming  citizens  of  the  United  States,  a  resi- 
dence of  t«'  nty-one  years  after  their  deelaration 
of  becoming  such,  before  they  can  be  admitted 
to  the  same  political  privileges  as  native  citizens. 
Mr.  B.  observed  that,  whilst  it  always  afforded 
him  pleasure  to  comply  with  the  request  of  an]r 
portion  of  his  constituents,  he  felt  nintfelf  con- 
strained, by  a  sense  of  duty, 'to  declare  that  ha 
could  nut  advocate  the  prayer  of  the  memorial- 
ists. He  was  opposed  to  any  change  in  the  nat- 
uralization laws,  and  could  not  consent  that  • 
foreigner  should  be  compelled  to  remain  in  this 
country  so  long  a  period  as  twenty-one  years, 
after  derlnrliig  his  intcntfon  to  become  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States,  before  he  could  carry  his 
intention  into  execution.  The  memorialists  are 
anxious  that  this  question  should  be  decided  with 
as  little  delay  as  possible;  aud  he  thought  there 
were  imperative  reaaons  why  this  sliould.be  done. 
He  would,  therefore,  move  the  reference  of  the 
memorial  to  the  Judiciary  Committee,  with  ihe 
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cxpiTssloM  of  a  sironp  desire  ihat  thoy  might  re- 
pni'(  upon  il  witii  Its  liltle  delay  as  possible. 
It  was  accordingly  referred. 

JAMES    WILSON. 

Mr.  DAYTON,  from  ihe  Committee  on  Public 
Ijiiildings,  rnporlud  back  the  petition  of  James 
Wilson,  with  a  report  adverse  to  the  prayer  of  the 
petition. 

CAPTAIN  JAMES  LOWE. 

The  joint  resolution  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, authorizing  Captain  James  Lowe  to 
assign  a  certain  section  of  laud,  was  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  AITuirs. 
BILLS  PASSED. 

The  two  following  cngro8.<icd  bills  were  each 
rend  the  third  tinii'  and  passed: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Adams  &  Co., 
and  others;  nud 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Brown. 

THE  HAIlDOIl  BILLS. 

The  general  orders  brou^t  up,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Wiiole,  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  certain  lmrl)ora  and  rivers,  (the  western 
harbors  bill,)  lis  the  postponed  business  of  yester- 
day, the  question  pending  being  on  Mr.  Evans's 
amendment  to  chani;e  the  phraseology  of  the  ap- 
propriation of  S40,000  for  liuffalo  harbor. 

Mr.  EVANS  wished  that  the  bill  would  be 
passed  over  informally, as  he  had  not  yetacquired 
the  information  necessary  to  satisfy  him  that  his 
amendment  could  be;  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  said  the  bill  as  it  stood 
satistled  himself  and  his  colleague  that  the  change 
of  phraseology  suggested  should  not  be  made, 

Mr.  EVAisS  did  not  concur  in  the  idea  that, 
because  the  Senators  of  the  Slate  were  satisfied, 
every  one  else  should  be.  He  wanted  lime  to 
makeinquiry  ofthechief  the  Bureau  of  Engineers, 
as  to  the  mode  of  expending  the  money  to  the 
best  advantage  for  the  public  interest. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  hoped  the  question  would 
be  taken  now. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE  was  opposed  to  the 
amendment,  and  hoped  it  would  not  pass. 

Mr.  EVAN.S  handed  a  letter  he  had  received 
from  the  collector  of  the  port,  and  requested  it 
would  be  read. 

The  letter  was  read,  describing  the  modes  of 
improving  the  harbor,  and  recommending  one 
which  he  conceived  mostconducive  to  the  general 
interests  of  the  lake  commerce. 

Mr!  TAPPAN  considered  this  a  new  propo- 
sition, which  would  lead  to  vast  expense;  and 
from  his  knowledge  of  the  localities,  ne  showed 
that  its  ultimate  success  was  altogether  doubtful. 

Mr.  EVANS  had  no  intention  to  favor  any  plan 
in  particular,  his  object  being  to  leave  the  matter 
open  to  the  judgment  of  the  Secretary  of  War 
and  topo«:riiphical  cori)s  of  engineers. 

Mr.  \VR1GHT  explained  minutely  the  object 
and  advantages  of  disposing  of  the  appropriation 
exactly  as  proposed  by  the  bill, and  sliowed  that 
no  other  mode  couM  be  equally  advantageous 
under  existing  circumstances. 

After  a  few  further  remarks  from  Messrs. 
ADAMS  and  HENDERSON,  the  amendment 
was  rejected. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  though  entertaining  very  little 
hope  of  success,  seeing  the  determination  of  the 
Senate  nut  to  return  the  bill  to  the  House,  felt 
himself  impelled,  by  a  sense  of  duty,  to  olfer  an 
umeiidmentto  insert  an  appropriation  of  §10,000 
for  the  removal  of  obstructions  to  the  navigation 
of  the  mouth  of  the  Genesee  river,  in  the  State  of 
New  York,  which  forms  the  harbor  for  Rochester 
city,  on  Lake  Ontario,  and  is  of  great  importance 
to  that  citv. 

Mr.  WlHTEctincurred  in  the  importance  and 
propriety  of  such  appropriation,  but  hoped  no 
amendment  would  be  made  to  the  bill,  which,  at 
this  late  period  of  the  session,  would  cause  it  to 
be  sent  back  to  the  House,  and  thereby  endanger 
its  passage. 

Mr.  MOREHEAD  and  Mr.  WOODBRIDGE, 
for  the  Kume  reasons,  hoped  the  amendment  would 
not  prevail. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  back  to  the  Senate 
without  amendment,  and  rend  the  third  time. 

On  the  question,  .Shall  the  bill  pass? 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 


which  were  ordered,  and  resulted'.— yeas  32,  nays 
6;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrc.  Allen,  Alcliif>on,  Barrow,  Rates,  Hnyard, 
Benton,  Breeite,  Bueliaiuui,  Ctionte.  t'lnyton,  c'ritteiiden, 
Dayton,  Evan^,  Francis,  Fulton,  lliinnegan,  Hnnder:<on, 
Ilniitlniilon,  Jarnn^in,  Johnson,  Merrick,  Miller,  More- 
head,  I'orler,  Sevlnr,  Sttirgeon,  Tallniadife,  Tappan,  Up- 
liani.  While,  Woodt)ridK<'.  and  VVright — 3i. 

N.VY.S— McKsrs.  Arcliei,  .Allicrtun,  Colquitt,  Haywood, 
Huger,  and  ftlcDulfte— 6. 

So  the  western  harbors  bill  was  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  the  other 
harbor  bill,  also  entitled  "A  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  certain  harbors  and  rivers,"  (com- 
monly called  the  eastern  or  Atlantic  harbor  bill,) 
was  taken  up  for  consideration  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  MERRICK  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
inserting  an  appropriation  of  $20,000  for  improv- 
ing the  harbor  of  Baltimore.  He  was  surprised 
to  find  that  a  harbor  of  such  importance,  and  as 
well  entitled  to  a  continuation  of  the  expenditure 
of  the  Government  for  the  benefit  of  commerce, 
had  been  so  totally  overlooked  and  passed  by,  as 
the  harbor  of  Baltimore  was. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  had  acted  by  the  instruc- 
tion of  the  Committee  on  Commerce  in  reporting 
the  bill  without  amendment. 

Mr.  MERRICK  could  .see  no  reason  or  justice 
in  neglecting  to  make  an  equitable  appropriation 
for  improving  the  harbor  of  Baltimore. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE  defended  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  from  the  charge  of  injustice. 

Mr.  MERRICK  had  not  charged  it  upon  the 
committee.  His  object  was  to  enforce  the  justice 
of  this  amendment. 

Mr.  HENDERSON  saw  no  propriety  in  the 
apprehensions  of  sending  back  these  bills  to  the 
House,  with  such  amendments  as  it  was  the  pre- 
rogative of  the  Senate  to  make.  There  were  yet 
fifteen  days  of  the  session  unexpired;  and  expe- 
rience had  proved  that  great  numbers  of  bills 
could  be  passed  within  four  days  of  the  adjourn- 
ment. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  wished  to  know  whether 
the  anpropriatiuns  in  the  bill  were  based  upon 
specinc  estimates. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  understood  them  to  be 
based  on  the  estimates  of  the  Departments. 

Mr.  CRITTENDENcontendedihatthey  ought 
to  have  been  specific  estimates.  He  wished  to 
see  the  necessity  and  probable  cost  of  each  im- 
provement specifically  stated.  The  bill  might  as 
well  be  "a  bill  for  improving  the  harbors  of  the 
United  States" — giving  any  conceivable  latitude 
for  the  expenditure  of  the  sum  appropriated,  as 
the  bill  now  under  consideration,  which  was  not 
confined  to  specifications. 

The  subject  was  further  discussed  by  Messrs. 
MERRICk, HUNTINGTON, HENDERSON, 
SEVIER,  &c. 

The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  called  by  Mr. 
Mehrick,  and  ordered,  were  taken;  and  resulted 
— yeas  14,  nays  23;  as  follows: 

YE.\3— Messrs.  Archer,  Berrien,  Buchanan,  Criltenden, 
Franriij,  ilendirrt^on,  Hnnlincton,  Jolnit^on.  Miinguni,  Mer- 
rick, Milter,  Sample,  Sevier,  and  VVowtbury — 14. 

NAY.S — Mcjtsrsi.  Allen,  Atchison,  Alherton,  Barrow, 
Bales,  Benton,  Clioale,Clayl*)n,t'olquill,  Evans.  Falrfielil, 
llanncjian,  Haywood,  Huger,  Jnrnagin,  Lewis,  MeOutfie, 
Nilctf,  Sturgeon,  TatlnKidge,TappHn,  and  Woodbrldge — "23. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
inserting  an  appropriation  of  |I,000  for  examin- 
ing the  obstructions  to  the  navigation  of  the  river 
La  Fourche,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  DAYTON,  with  great  misgivings  of  the 
success  of  the  motion  he  should  make,  but  none 
with  regard  to  the  importance  attached  to  it  in 
the  Stale  of  New  Jersey,  moved  to  amend'the 
bill  by  adding  an  npproprinlion  of  J250,000  for 
commencing  the  construction  of  a  breakwater  ni 
Crow  Shoals,  Cape  May.  [Great  laughter.] 
Thi?  work  was  no  joke,  for  its  completion  was 
estimated  at  (il, 350,000;  and  of  so  much  national 
consequence  was  it  considered,  that  the  Legisla- 
ture had  instructed  the  Senators  and  requested 
the  Representatives  of  the  Stale  in  Congress  to 
u.se  their  best  efforts  to  have  it  accomplislied. 

Mr.  McDUFFlE  complimented  the  Senator  on 
the  diffidence  with  which  he  urged  this  small  ap- 
propriation of  §250,000;  but  still  more  on  his 
recognition  of  the  right  of  instruction,  al  which 
he  (Mr.  McD.)  fell  much  gratified. 


Mr.  DAYTON  always  conformed  to  the  in- 
stiiiclions  of  his  Legislature  when  they  accorded 
with  his  own  judgment  and  feelings,  and  in  such 
cases  he  never  failed  to  act  up  to  them;  but  when 
they  did  not,  he  begged  leave  to  give  llie  prefer- 
ence to  his  own  judgmentand  feelings,  nnd  to  take 
a  course  different  from  that  of  his  instructore. 
He  confessed  that,  zealously  as  he  felt  disposed 
to  cooperate  with  those  instructors  in  the  preaest 
case,  he  was  not  very  sanguine  of  success  wbea 
he  offered  his  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN,  although  he  confessed  be 
was  in  perfect  despair  of  success,  seeing  the  dis- 
position of  the  Senate,  felt  bound  to  offer  an 
amendment,  but  should  do  so  without  makings 
speech;  yet  he  could  not  help  saying  that  thisap- 
propriation  ought  to  be  made.  His  amendment 
was,  to  add  $5(X)  for  repairs  at  Marcus  Hook  pier, 
in  the  Delaware. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  moved  to  amend  the 
bill  by  adding  an  appropriation  of  (15,000  for 
improvements  and  repairs  at  Bridgeport,  Lod; 
Island. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  HENDERSON  moved  to  amend  the  bill 
by  adding  (10,000  for  removing  the  bsr  at  Pus 
Christian,  so  as  to  bring  the  channel  between 
Mobile  and  New  Orleans  to  a  level. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  back  to  the  Senate 
without  amendments,  and  read  the  third  time. 

On  the  question,  "Shall  this  bill  pass?" 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  called  for  the  yeas  sad 
nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and  being 
taken,  resulted — yeas  32,  nays  8;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Me-ssrs.  Allen,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bavard.Berri^B, 
Breese,  Buchanan,  Choate,  t.'iaylon,  l)a>tnn.  Evan*. Flir- 
field,  Francis,  FulLon,  Hannegan,  Huntinglun,  Jaroaxio, 
Jolin'!c>n,.McDuftie,  Merrick.  M'Her,  Niles,  Porter,  St-vhr, 
Sininioiis,  Sturgeon, 'I'allniadge,  Tappan,  Cptiam,  Wliiv, 
WiMxlhridpe.  and  Wright — 3i. 

N.\YS~Mt^Ksrs.  Archer,  Alchiiion,  Atbertuo,  BcBUn, 
Haywood,  Huger,  Lewis,  and  Seniple— 4. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

BENT,  ST.  TRAIN  &  CO. 

Mr.  BENTON  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Benl,St.Vrain&Co.;  which  was  read  a  first  time. 

EXECUTIVE  SESSION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ARCHER,  the  Senate  veot 
into  executive  session;  and  after  some  time  apenS 
therein,  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Satubdat,  June  I,  1844. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  ap- 
proved, after  a  corieclion  had  been  made  by  tie 
addition  of  Mr.  Pollock's  name  to  the  list  of  the 
majority  who  voted  yestenlay  to  lay  on  the  table 
the  memorial  presented  by  Mr.  .\daiis,  from 
Pennsylvania,  for  the  alteroiion  of  the  naturali- 
zation law. 

HOUR  OF  MEETING. 

Mr.  PARMENTER  introduer-d  a  resolutioa 
to  fix  the'hour  of  meeting,  on  and  aller  Monday 
next,  at  ten  o'clock,  a.  m.,  and  to  provide  for  » 
daily  recess  from  half  past  two  to  four  o'cloek- 

Mr.C.  J.  INGERSOLL  moved  an  amendment, 
the  eftectof  which  wa^to  preventaii adjournment 
before  eight  o'clock  each  evening. 

Mr.  WHITE  opposed  the  amendment;  and 
moved  to  strike  out  that  portion  of  the  oripnai 
resolution  which  provided  for  a  recesa. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  resolution  simply  fixing  ten  o'clock  ai 
the  hour  of  ineeling  was  adupi<d. 

.MEMPHIS  NAVY-YARD. 

Mr.  REDING  offered  Uie  following  re«>lii- 
tion: 

ResolfCilf  Tli.-it  alljlel»ate  inCoinniii!' 
the  [-tate or llir  Union,  ni»on  ihe.-wl  tof- 
and  depot  at  Memphis,  ill  the  Slate  ■ 
cease  one  liolif  niter  tlie  same  slinll  l*e  t  i  \ 
intttee  shall  noi  sooner  eoine  lo  a  eon'  !■ 
Uie  coniniillee  shall  then  pn*ceeil  to  vmL' 
annMidnieiiL",  and  sueli  04  may  be  nffer«a,  and  iei«sn  C-' 
same  lo  the  lloii.se. 

Mr.  ASHE  moved  to  amend  by  inscrlinj  iw« 
i  hours  instead  of  one;  which  was  lost. 
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Mr.  ASHE  then  moved  to  amend  by  inserting 
one  hour  and  a  half;  and  remarked  that  he  felt 
deeply  intcreated  upon  the  subject,  and  desired  to 
be  Iicard  upon  it;  out  the  gentleman  from  Mia- 
eissippi  [Mr.  Hammett]  was  entitled  to  tlic  floor; 
and  in  case  that  gentleman  consumed  the  hour 
n]lolted  to  him,  the  whole  time  allowed  for  debate 
by  this  resolution  would  be  exhausted. 

The  q^uestion  on  tho  amendment  was  taken, 
and  carried. 

The  resolution,  as  amended,  was  then  adopted. 

RBCOXSIDEBATtON. 

Mr.  VANCE  moved  that  llie  business  of  the 
morning  hour  be  postponed  for  the  purpose  Af 
proceeding  to  the  consideratiiui  of  the  private  bills 
upon  the  Speaker's  table, 

JMr.   SEYMOUR,    of  New    York,    inquired 
whether  it  would  be  in  order  to  call  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  motion  made  a  few  da^a  ago, 
for  the  reconsideration  of  the  vote  by  which  Sen- 
.  ate  bill  No.  137  was  passed. 

Being  answered  in  the  affirmative, 

Mr.  SEYMOUR,  of  New  York,  submitted  the 
motion. 

Mr.  VANCE  again  urged  upon  the  House  the 
propriety  of  proceeding  willi  the  private  bills. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Indiana,  moved  that  the  mo- 
tion to  reconsider  be  postponed  until  Wednesday 
uext;  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 
IOWA  MILITIA. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  private  bills  which  were  upon  the  Speaker's 
table  upon  their  third  reading.  The  first,  being 
a  bill  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  Iowa  militia, 
califed  into  service  in  1839,  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

NAKBATITK  OF  KXFLORINQ  EXPEDITION. 

The  next  bill  taken  up  v^as  the  bill  to  extend 
copyright  to  the  authors  of  the  Narrative  of  the 
Exploring  Expedition. 

Mr.  yALE  objected  to  taking  up  this  bill,  on 
the  ground  that  it  was  not  a  private  bill,  and  that 
it  would  trive  rise  to  debate. 

Mr.  BURKE  said  the  bill  was  a  private  bill, 
and  he  Imped  it  would  not  be  passed  over. 

The  SPEAKER  declared  the  bill  to  be  a  pri- 
vate bill. 

Mr.  HALE  withdrew  his  objection. 

Mr.  BURKE  ofTercd  an  amendment,  which 
was  agreed  to.  He  also  proposed  another  amend- 
ment under  the  instruction  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Library. 

Upon  this  amendment  a  debate  ensued. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  addressed  the  committee  in 
opposilioii  to  ihc  bill. 

Mr.  BURKE  made  some  explanations. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  went  on  to  contend  that  this 
Government  owed  a  debt  to  foreign  nations  for 
works  generously  given ,  and  said  this  work  ought 
to  be  freely  given  in  return;  that  it  should  also  be 
supplied  to  public  libraries,  and  in  other  ways  be 
.  difiused  amongst  the  people,  and  not  locked  up  by 
copyright  to  any  individual,  from  those  whom  it 
bad  cost  so  many  millions. 

Mr.  BARNARD  defended  the  bill.  He  said 
the  book  in  question  was  written  by  Lieutenant 
Wilkes,  the  Government  going  to  the  expense  of 
the  plates  only;  and  that  it  was  as  much  the  work 
of  Lieutenant  Wilkes  as  Paradise  Lost  was  the 
production  of  the  mind  of  Milton. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  explained  that  each  officer  of 
the  exploring  expedition  was  required  to  k^ep  a 
journal,  and  this  work  was  but  a  compilation  from 
thosejournals. 

Mr.  BARNARD  admitted  that  the  officers  were 
required  each  to  keep  a  journal;  but  whether 
Lieutenant  Wilkes  had  had  recourse  to  them,  he 
knew  not,  and  cared  not.  When  Lieutenant 
Wilkes  delivered  up  his  journal,  the  Government 
had  nofurther  demand  upon  him  nor  control  over 
him.  He  had  now  written  a  book,  which  was 
not  a  part  of  his  duty  to  the  Government,  and  to 
that  book  his  title  wan  complete;  and  hence  the 
copyright  belonged  to  liim. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  spoke  in  opposition 
to  the  bill. 

Mr.  VANCE  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table; 
and  on  this  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  or- 
dered, and  resulted — yeas  116,  nays  39. 

So  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

ADDITIONAL  ALLOWANCE. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  allowance  recommend- 


ed by  the  Legislature  of  Florida  to  the  secretary 
of  the  Senate  and  clerk  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  said  Territory,  was  then  taken  up 
and  rend.  The  bill  proposes  an  increase  of  al- 
lowance from  three  dollars  to  six  dollars  per 
diem. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BRINKERHOFF,  the  bill 
was  laid  upon  the  table. 

SKTII  SWEETZBR. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Scth  Sweetzer  was 
rend. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  made  some  remarks  in  op- 
position to  the  bill.  • 

He  was  replied  to  by  Mr.  C.J.  INGERSOLL. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  then  moved  to  lay  the  bill 
on  the  table;  but  withdrew  the  motion,  to  allow 

Mr.  ADAMS  to  address  a  few  remarks  to  the 
House  in  favor  of  its  passage. 

The  bill  was  further  debated  by  Messrs.  C.  J. 
INGERSOLL,  SAMPLE,  and  6.  JOHNSON, 
who  renewed  his  motion  to  lay  upon  the  table; 
which  motion  prevailed,  and  the  bill  was  laid 
upon  the  table. 

ADDITIONAL  ALLOWANCE. 

Mr.  COBB.moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  in  relation  to  the  salaries  of  the 
legislative  officers  of  the  Territory  of  Florida  was 
laid  on  the  table.  Mr.  C.  remarked  that  he  made 
this  mouun  for  the  purpose  of  attbrding  the  gen- 
tleman from  Florida  an  opportunity  of  making 
some  explanations  regarding  it. 

The  motion  for  reconsideration  was  negatived. 
BILLS  PASSED. 

The  following  bills  were  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed: 

A  bill  for  Oie  relief  of  F.  P.  Ambler,  C.  P. 
Ambler,  and  Elizabeth  Pearce,  heirs  of  Elizabeth 
Rowe; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Butler; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Susannah,  widow  of 
William  Scott; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  owners  and  crew  of 
the  schooner  Mary  Francis; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  owners  and  crew  of 
the  schooner  Garnett; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  owners  and  crew  fit 
the  schooner  Florilla; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Langtry  &  Jenkins; 

A  bill  fpr  the  relief  of  E.  Hiddon; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  D.  Akison; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Froncis  Sommeraner; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  A.  D.  W.  Bodly; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Harvey  Parke; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  J.  P.  Converse; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  C.  P.  Sengstack; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  David  Allspach; 

A  bill  to  confirm  the  claim  of  Antonio  Cherisio 
to  a  tract  of  land  in  Louisiana; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  Singley; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  Wenlling; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Uriah  Loomis; 

[A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Amaziah  Goodwin  was 
•laid  on  the  table;] 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Edmonson; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  A.  Linton; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Wilson; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Wilmot  Marsden,  widow 
of  George  Marsden; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  W.  R.  Joyne; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Maria  Oatrander; 
.    A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sherman  Pierce; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Abelard  Guthrie; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  W.  Church; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ann  Hunter,  widow  of 
Robert  Hunter; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  B.  Perry  and 
others; 

A  bill  to  incorporate  tho  Georgetown  college, 
in  the  District  of  Columbia; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  P.  Duvall; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Snead; 

[The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Francis 
Cazeau,  of  Montreal,  was  laid  upon  the  table;] 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  John  Baker,  deceased; 

A  bill  for  Uie  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Samuel 
Moore; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Patrick  Mosterton; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Drusilla  Giesey; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lund  Washington; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  owners  and  crew  of 
the  schooner  Privado;' 


A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  owner  and  crew  of 
the  schooner  Two  Brothers; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  H.  Russell,  et  at.; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  owners  and  crew  of 
the  schooner  Dove; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Francis  Yoaat  and  J.  P. 
Rogers; 

iWbill  for  the  relief  of  Alice  Usher; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Milsted; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Newinghom; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  Barker; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Perham; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Philip  Schwartztrawber; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Barnabas  Bakerand  others, 
owners  of  the  schooner  Union,  of  Dennis,  in  Mas- 
sachusetts; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Solomon  Sturges,  as- 
signee of  Humphrey  Richcreek; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  John  Hart, 
deceased ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  S.  Ketchum; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  S.  Ketchum,  late 
special  Indian  agent; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry  S.  Commager; 

A  bill  for  therelief  of  Asenath  Orvis,  widow  of 
G.  Orvis; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Josiah  Dillon; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Sands; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Nancy  Wilson,  widow 
of  Captain  William  J.  Wilson; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Asa  Davis; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mnnlius  V.  Thompson, 
sole  executor  of  Miles  W.  Dickey; 

A  bill  for  therelief  of  William  McCauly; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  M.  M.  Telfair; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Fraojois  Chretien,  and 
widow  Baptistc  Berard; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Susannah  Warner; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Marcay  Olds; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Margaret  Dougherty; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Amos  Proctor; 

A  bill  to  test  the  utility  of  the  sub-marine  tele- 
scope; 

A  bill  fortherelief  of  widow  Hannah  Duboise; 

A  joint  resolution  for  the  benefit  of  Saltmarsh 
&  Fuller; 

A  joint  resolution  for  the  benefit  of  William 
Fuller; 

A  joint  resolution  for  the  benefit  of  Selleta  A 
Pennant; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Edward  Kcnnard;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  O.  Skinner,  of 
Alabama. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
Monday,  June  3,  1844. 

Mr.  ATCHISON  presented  apetition  from  eit- 
zens  of  Macon  county ,  Missouri,  praying  for  the 
establishment  of  a  land  office  at  Bloomington,  in 
that  county,  consolidating  the  land  offices  at  Pal- 
myraand  La  Fayette;  which  was  referred  tothe 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Rowland  Burnett,  praying 
for  permission  to  enter,  at  the  minimum  price,  a 
certain  fractional  section  of  land;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  the  memorial  of 
a  number  of  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  similar  to 
the  memorial  he  presented  at  the  last  sitting  of 
the  Senate,  asking  for  such  alteration  in  thelaw 
of  naturalization  as  will  require  a  residence  of 
twenty-one  years  on  the  part  of  foreigners  before 
they  can  become  naturalized  citizens.  The  me- 
morial was  accompanied  by  a  letter,  urging  the 
decision  of  Congress  this  session  on  the  subject; 
and  stating  that  many  similar  memorials.would 
be  immediately  forwarded.  He  would  move  the 
reference  of  this  memorial  to  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee, and  submit  to  the  chairman  the  necessity 
of  a  speedy  report  from  the  committee  on  the 
subject. 

Mr.  BENTON  presented  the  petition  of  numer- 
ous citizens  of  the  county  of  Oswego,  in  the  State 
of  New  York,  praying  that  measures  may  be  taken 
by  Congress  for  settling  the  Oregon  country,  and 
protecting  the  emigrants  to  it.  Mr.  B.  said  it 
would  be  an  excusable  egotism  in  him  to  refer  to 
his  opinions  of  twenty-five  years  ago  in  relation  to 
the  Oregon,  and  the  convention  then  made  for  its 
joint  occupation  by  the  British  and  Americans. 
He  had  published  his  opinions  at  that  time,  and 
now  had  them  on  his  table,  and  should  send  them 
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to  llic  press  Bs  tt  pnit  of  his  rcmarlts,  but  should 
spare  the  .Scnuic ihnlroublr  of  henrins  them  road. 
He  had  then  opposed  the  Ireuty,  and  forctokl  nil 
the  evils  from  it  which  nre  now  seen  and  frit  by 
e%-erybody,and  had  given  all  the  reasons  against 
forming  the  convcr.tion  for  the  joint  oceupniion 
then  wliieh  are  now  given  for  gutting  rid  of  if. 

This  convention  of  1818  was  a  gcogrnplrical 
and  a  political  blunder.  It  assumed,  or  went  upon 
the  assumption,  that  there  were  si.'vcral  great 
rivers  and  harbors  on  the  norihwest  coast  of 
Amerira,  some  belonging  to  Great  Uritain,  some 
to  the  United  Stales,  and  the  mutual  use  of  each 
should  be  "given  to  the  owners  of  either,  to  occupy 
ihem  joinlly  for  a  limited  time,  without  detriment 
to  the  titles  of  either.  This  was  the  assumption 
and  the  basis  on  which  the  joint  occupation  was 
laid;  whili',  in  fact,  there  was  but  one  great  river 
in  that  quarter,  atid  that  river  was  the  exclusive 
property  of  the  United  States.  This  was  the  geo- 
graphical blunder;  and  upon  this  the  superstruc- 
ture of  political  blunder  was  erected.  It  was  a 
blunder  to  admit  a  foreign  Power  to  a  joint  occu- 
pation of  our  domain.  That  blunder  became 
equivalent  to  a  Surrender  of  the  territory  in  this 
case,  because  the  Pojj'er  admitti.'d  into  our  pos- 
session was  powerful  andorganized, and  destined 
■     ■       lH 
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to  acquire  the  exclusive  jUsse.ssion.     This  soon 
happened;  for  the  powerful  Hudson's  Hay  Com- 

any  soon  became  sole  posse^sjors  of  the  country 

y  killing,  or  having  killed,  four  ir  five  hundred 
of  the  American  traders,  and  chasing  the  rest 
nwuy.  In  this  way  ihc  possession  of  the  river 
became  exclusive  on  the  part  of  the  British;  and 
upon  that  posse.tsion  they  have  set  up  a  title, 
which,  coupled  with  possession,  will  require  a 
vi";orous  efiort  of  policy,  or  of  «rms,  to  defeat. 

The  treaty  of  joint  occupation  wasji  line  speci- 
men of  the  skill  with  which  the  diplomatic  art 
conceals  the  sacrifice  of  a  disadvantageous  con- 
cession, and  deposits  the  seed  of  a  new  contesta- 
tion while  assuming  to  settle  an  old  one.  It  was 
B  case  in  which  British  diplomacy  was  an  over- 
match for  American  rights,  and  in  which  \var 
itself  may  be  the  consequence  of  the  American 
blunder. 

After  twenty-five  years,  the  American  popula- 
tion lias  begun  toextend  itself lotheOregnn.  Some 
hundreila  wvin  a  few  years  tigo;  a  thousand  wi/nt 
last  year;  two  thou.sand  are  now  selling  out  from 
the  troniiers  of  Missouri;  tens  of  thousands  are 
meditating  the  adventure.  I  say  to  them  all,  go 
on;  the  Goverimient  will  follow  you,  and  will 
give  you  protection  -and  land.  The  bill  intro- 
duced, and  pas.sed  in  the  Senate,  by  my  late  col- 
leage  and  friend,  (Dr.  Linn,)  and  now  prosecuted 
by  his  worthy  successor,  my  present  colleague, 
(Mr.  Atchison,]  and  on  which  he  will  doubtless 
be  heard  in  reply  to  the  speakers  against  the  bill 
— this  bill  will  undoubtedly  pass;  not  at  this  ses- 
sion— for  it  has  bi'en  impeded  by  causes  which 
must  soon  cca.se — but  in  the  course  of  ihe  next, 
or  cnauing  session.  In  the  mean  lime,  let  Ihe 
emigrants  rely  upon  it.  It  is  the  genius  of  our 
people  to  go  ahead,  and  it  is  the  practice  of  our 
Government  lo  follow,  and  eventually  to  protect 
and  reward  the  bold  iiioneers  who  open  the  way 
to  new  countries,  and  subdue  the  wilderness  for 
their  country.  They  will  get  protection,  both 
civil,  military,  and  naval;  for  a  Government  will 
be  established  for  them;  u  miliuiry  force  will  be 
Bcnt  to  them;  and  ship»-of-war  will  visit  their 
coast,  and  enter  their  river.  Lands  will  be  granted 
to  them;  land  to  the  father  and  to  the  mother; 
land  to  the  young  men  and  young  women  over 
ei^teen;  land  to  all  the  (Children. 

The  bill  of  my  deceased  friend,  and  the  pres- 
ent bill,  coiit;tin  provisions  in  favor  of  all  these 
classes;  and  in  thai  form  it  will  pass,  because  it 
is  right  ill  itself,  and  has  the  sympathies  of  all 
people  in  its  favor.  We  have  made  great  prog- 
ress within  some  years;  we  arc  now  where  the 
Romans  were  two  thousand  years  ago,  and  where 
the  Spanish  Government  was  when  I  went  to  the 
upper  Ltmisiana.  The  Romans,  Ihe  freest  of 
people,  and  the  Spaniards  under  a  despotism, did 
the  same  thing;  ihey  gave  land  lo  the  father  of 
the  family,  and  to  the  mother  of  the  family,  in 
proportion  lo  the  number  of  their  children;  and 
thus,  a  multitude  of  children  became  a  double 
flessing  to  their  parents.  The  father  and  mother 
of  a  numerous  [)rogeny  were  deemed  public  ben- 
efactors, and  todcserve  well  of  their  country,  and 
were  rewarded  accordingly  by  grants  of  land  to 


each  parent  and  to  each  child.  This  was  right; 
and  ine  ex  miple  of  Rome  and  Spain  has  found 
imitation  ill  our  Oregon  bill,  suggested  by  my 
deceased  colleague,  improved  on  the  motion  of 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Ckitti.nden,] 
aiul  sanctioned  by  the  Senate  in  the  jiassage  of 
1^0  billi  The  princiide  will  be  adhered  to,  and 
nofl^ily  the  mother  and  father,  the  young  men, 
and  yAinjr  womtm,  and  all  the  eliildren  born, 
will.havc  laiui;  but  also  all  those  to  lie  born  williin 
five  ycarraftw^ieir  parents  reach  the  new  land 
of  promise.  *Vh|lki  Louisiana  was  purchased, 
Mr.  JelTerson  iTciJimended  a  free  graJit  of  land 
to  the  first  thirty  tnVusand  emigrants  to  ihe  west 
of  the  Mississippi,  tiljeral  principles  were  not 
then  sufficiently  adval^ced  lo  sanction  the  grants 
proposed  by  Mr.  JelFerson:  ibey  have  made  prog 


ress  since  under  the  diseuauucu  ' 
anil  preemption  bills;  andlAflf'mi 
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in  liberal 


lavc  Ihc  advantage  of  Uiu  ai 
prniciplcs.  ■*; 

Let  the  emigrants  go  on ;  and  c5r^  ^cir  rifles. 
We  want  thirty  thousand  rifles  in  il«  vajky  of 
the  Oregon;  they  will  make  all  quiet  tm;re,^ttho 
evenl  of  a  war  with  Great  Britain  for  the  «Ulnin- 
ion  of  that  country.  The  Mar,  if  it  comes,  will 
not  bo  topical;  it  will  not  be  confined  to  Oregon; 
but  will  embrace  the  possessions  of  1  he  two  Powers 
throughout  the  globe.  Thirty  thousand  rifles  on 
Oregon  will  ainiihilale  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany, drive  ihem  off  our  continent,  quiia  their 
Indians,  and  protect  the  American  inti;ri-s1s  in  the 
remote  regions  of  the  upper  Missouri,  the  Platte, 
and  Ihe  Arkansas,  and  in  all  ihe  vast  ngion  of 
the  Rocky  mountains. 

Besides  ihe  recovery  of  the  country  lost  or 
jeopaided  by  our  diplomacy  of  1S18,  the  settlers! 
in  Oregon  will  also  recover  and  open  for  us  the 
vVor(/i  •Imcriean  road  to  India !  This  road  lies 
ihroiigh  Ihe  South  Pass,  and  the  mouth  of  Ore- 
gon; and  as  soon  as  the  siltlements  arc  made, 
our  portion  of  the  Norlh  Ameriran  continent  will 
immediately  commence  its  Asiatic  trade  on  this 
new  and  national  route.  This  great  question  I 
explored  some  years  ago,  and  only  refer  to  it  now 
to  give  a  glimpse  of  the  brilliant  destiny  which 
awaits  the  population  of  ihe  Oregon  valley. 

Twenly-two  year.sago,  President  Monroe, "in 
a  message  to  tlie  two  Houses  of  Ctmgn^ss,  pro- 
claimed the  principal  as  fundamenial  in  American 
policy,  that  no  nan  of  North  Amerira  Avas  open 
10  European  colonizatiun,  domination,  iiiturfi'r- 
ence  or  influence  of  any  kind.  That  declaration 
had  its  reference  to  Great  Britain  and  ilieOi-egon, 
and  it  found  its  rcs|)onse  in  ihe  hearts  of  all  Amer- 
icans. Time  has  not  weakeni  d  that  resnOn>je, 
but  confirmed  it;  and  if  any  Kuropeau  Power 
develops  a  design  upon  Texas,  the  response  will 
apply  to  it  also. 

Mr.  B.  then  quoted  from  a  publication  made  hy 
him  in   the  year  181lH,  and  adopted  as  a  part  of 
his  remarks  on   this  occasion.     The  following 
was  the  part  of  the  publication  referred  to: 
"  nt  Treaty  trill  England. 

^'^  It  is  time  that  vesleni  men  had  acme  rhare  in  the  lie^ti- 
nieso/thU  KcjiuA/u,'  \va..i  the  *-entinicnl  exprc-.icd  by  iliU 
piijier  on  ^eeiti!;  that  .Mr.  Adaiii!>  tiail  propo^rd  ludi^iiiriither 
the  valley  orUic  Mls.KJ!(tiippi  In  behiilf  otitic  KiafiolFpnin. 
Tlial  Mentimeiit  recurs  Willi  ^reiit  thrfv  on  reading  Itle  ircaly 
lately  tnnile  by  ."Mr.  l!;iI|:itJii,niillU'|<nrlorttic  irniLCd>^late..<, 
with  tin:  Khig  ot'Oreiil  Itrttaia.  Ily  tin.-*  irraiy  nreotiveii- 
tii>n,  Ihe  lislu  of  iiitvicaliii:;  Ihe  Coluniblii  river  for  ten 
years  U  irranied  In  llie  Brtll'^li  ler  conipaiues.  Thii*  ^raiit 
is  ennL-ilned  in  the  third  nrlirle  ot"  ihe  convention,  and  Ihe 
lerniH  in  wlueh  il  iscouehed  exhibit  a  ciirintis  epeerfnen  of 
Itie  i^kill  with  which  llle  dipiontiitic  url  enileavoM  to  eun- 
ccal  llie  cierifice  ota  di.-Midvanlnaeim.'*  icliputulion  ;  Ihe  bet- 
ter In  unde^^talld  which,  Uie  article  entire  h  here  given  to 
tlic  riMder : 

"*  .Art.  III.  It  19  njreed  thai  any  country  Ihat  may  be 
ciniilied  hyeither  pnriynn  llie  nnrthwet-l  enn*!  nt  .America, 
weslwnrd'nr  the  riloiiy  innutitaiti!:,  I'hatI,  litgrilicr  ivilh  iljj 
tinrbori',  b.iy.*,  ami  creeki?,  and  the  navi^ullim  of  nil  rivers 
wtlhln  the  canie,  be  tree  and  open,  lor  llie  term  nflen  yrnrg 
rrnni  Ihe  date  nf  the  signal  lire  nl'ilie  present  convenl  Ion,  In 
Ille  %L'fi^el«,  ellizens,  rind  .'silliject..*,  ot  the  two  Pfovers:  it 
tielng  well  linder.«lnnd  thai  tlii-^ agreement  ii*  not  lo  be  eon- 
slriied  to  Ihe  prejndiee  ol'nnyehirin  whieliellher  oflhe  livn 
lii^ll  conlracltng  parlies  may  tiiive  on  any  part  of  the  Msid 
euunlry:  llie  only  nliject  ni'ili"  l)i:!li  cnnnncliiif;  parties,  in 
Ihut  reaped,  beieg  In  prevent  diaputca  and  diirerelice:^ 
ainnn'ictt  llieniselvev.' 

*'  Now,  II  would  be  nppreliended.  from  the  tenor  o(  this 
article,  that  Ihc  United  Stales  and  Creal  Hrimin  were  j*:^v- 
erally  po:?sejised  of  nunierniis  liartinrK,  bay.sand  creeio<,nnd 
navigable  rivers  on  tile  eo:i.*l  of  Ihe  Pacitic  iH:i;an.  west  of 
Ihe  Kneky  innunl.iins,  and  Hint  llie-  eiti7.etift  nl'  the  llepiiblie„ 
and  the  siilijeels  ot'  liie  Kins,  were  inutunlly  benefited  tiy 
having  tliv  privilege  ntu^tiiig  ihe  navi|;iible  waters  of  each 
other.  At  tlie  same  lime. the  fact  i-,  ihal  tliere  are  nn  nav- 
igable rivcn>  on  ilic  uutUiwcjt  eou-ior  Nurtti  Aiuerlca,  but 


llie  Buenaventttra,  which  Ihe  Hpanl^h  rlafm  and  possns, 
and  Itie  Columbia,  which  belong?  to  Ihe  Uniteil  £<l3les; 
riiid  no  nilier  Imrbnrs  than  ihn-e  which  are  formed  by  liie 
cslnarie.-  nf  Ihnse  twn  riv.T.^.  Mr.  CJnil.ilIn,  by  tills  article 
nf  the  eoiivenli-in,  liaj  Ilierefnre  iriven  in  ibe  Unffllsh  Ibe 
right  of  slielterin;.'  in  onr /Mirtor  and  lUivijatlne  our  rwr, 
witliuiit  receiving  any  sort  of  coii«iderntiuii  whatj:vrr  Id 
relnrn.  The  niasnitiide  nf  litis  socriflee  nii  the  part  of  Die 
t'nilfil  Slates  eaii  only  h-;  enmpreliended  by  lliost*  wlio 
know  Ihc  p'lWi-r  of  ihe  nrilisli  fur  cnni|rtuic9,  their  ►yslem 
to  tnainlalii  the  up[ier  hand  in  the  atf'H-iinns  and  the  roni- 
miTCe  nf  the  ln(tian<.  and  to  turn  their  anns  aj^ilust  us  m 
lime  of  Wiir.  'J'iiis  policy,  n*  well  as  the  faet  that  the  En^ 
llsli  iiave  no  iiaibnr  or  n:i\  .ble  river  nn  liie  west  cuastM 
Nnrlh  Ani'-rien,  iiny  be  k'.iiiicd  frnui  the  foltowin^eTtract 
from  i^ir  Ali-.xander  IvrivenKie's  History  nf  Ujc  Fur  Tnde, 
volume  0,  page  .'19 : 

'"  •  Hut  whatever  course  may  be  taken  front  the  Atlaniie, 
the  (Jnlumbin  i>  the  line^of  rniiuuuiiieiition  iioin  the  Paei6e 
neean,  p'linled  nut  by  nature,  as  it  Is  Uie  only  navigable 
river  in  llie  whole  exleiit  nf  Vati'-nuver's  intnute  sanrey  of 
ibul  enlist ;  its  hanks,  also,  from  Uie  first  level  eoiintry  in 
nil  the  sotitherii  extent  cd'  eoniinenlal  coast  fmiii  t'ook't 
Kntry,  and  cniirsequenlly  the  iiinsinurllie.^n  sittiatiori  fitinr 
eolniii£Otiun,  and  suilabie  fur  the  residence  of  a  ctvilizLd 
iicnple. 

"•  lly  openini;  tl't'*  inlercnllrse  between  the  Atlantic  and 
Pneilie  oceans,  and  fonning  regular  estaldistiai**nt9  tbitjugh 
liie  interior,  and  al  Imtli  exlreines.  ns  well  as  along  Uie 
j  en,isls  and  Isined  ■'.  the  enlire  erimm.-ind  of  itie  fur  trade  a( 
i  North  America  inizlithe  obtained,  from  lutiiurii- forty-cigbt 
north  in  itii?  pnic,  excepi  thai  pnrtinn  nf  it  which  the  Riu- 
sinns  linve  in  tiic  Paeilie.  'I'lt  this  may  be  adiled  the  fisb- 
iiig  in  linlli  sens,  and  the  niarkelsnf  ilic  four  iiuartersof  lb* 
rjinbe.  .Such  would  be  the  field  fnrcoinnieri-ial  enlerprise, 
and  incaleiilable  wrmid  be  Ibe  produce  nfil,  when  sapporfrd 
by  tile  operatiniis  of  thai  credit  ami  capital  which  Girat 
Urilain  sn  prei-iiiinenily  possesses.  I'lien  would  tliiscouii- 
Iry  iieniiitn  bereniiuieraledfnrtlieexpeiis(«  il  has sii-iaUi^d 
ill  disenvcrinj  and  surveying  Ihir  enB-«t  of  the  Pacific  oc-ia, 
which  is  nl  present  lelt  to  Ameriran  iuiventurers.  wlin, 
wilhniil  regularity  nr  eapilnt,  or  tbe  desire  nf  coucilu'tlijtg 
filtlue  confidcnee,  Innk  altnijelher  lo  the  interests  of  ilj« 
mninent.  They  therefore  eoltecl  all  llie  skins  tiiey  can  pii»- 
eiire,  and  In  any  innnner  Ihat  suits  Uiem.  and  iiaving  ex- 
changed tliein  ntCaiiloii  for  the  prndneeoi  rimiri,  rciurn  Id 
tlieirbwii  euunlry.    Sueh adventurers — ■■  --iii, 

ns  I  have  been  inlnriiied,  have  been  very  ■  i  ■:!  J 

insinnlty  dlsnppe.ir  frniii  befnre  n  well  i-  j 

"  This  eximet  may  niiswer  the  flintier  purpu^-  ■■;  <i[i-i- 
ing  the  eyes  of  .Ainerlcan  slate^nien  lo  Hie  iii.  ,>.iii  -r 
liicnr|K>rating  an  .Aiiieriean  fur  eomfiany  powenul  •  >:>><:£J 
to  enpc  Willi  liie  XortlMVest  and  llild^uii's  Hay  ruai;.:.i<i.  >, 
and  In  mil  back  ii|Km  their  own  h<-ads  the  tlinii'Fr  u;!;'.-:i 
they  linve  directed  for  forty  years  against  the  frnnucr.'  ot" 
tllcUniled  States." 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  presented  tbe  nroeced- 

ings  of  a  large  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Klemiiw- 
burg,  Kentucky,  without  distinction  of  |tarty,  tt 
which  rcsoluiionsadversc  lo  llie  rniilicntionof  the 
treaty  for  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  Uniled 
Slates  were  unanimously  adopted;  which  were 
laid  on  the  table. 

CALI,  FOll  INrOBMATION. 

Mr.  ARCHER  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution; which  lies  over  for  consideration: 

Rrxnlved,  Tlial  tlie  President  he  rr<]iiesi''d.  iflHU  lne«o- 
patiblir  Willi  IJie  piiblie  interest,  to  enmmunicate  to  the  Sn- 

nle  llie  cnrrespnndence  between  ihe  lai -•• '  '■•'  ei- 

I'liiled  Slate,^  in  .Mexienand  the  Miiilst-'r 
of  Itint  Ki-|iublic,iipnn  tlie  siilijeet  ofaii- 

Mexican  Govcniiiieiil,  e.xp''lllng  all  nntiv 1 

States  I'rnni  17p[>t-r  C.tlilnniia  and  other  dep.ininents  of  the 
Me.vieaa  Ke|>uldic  ;  and  also  the  enirespoiidence  iKlwen 
the  said  .Aiiierieaii  minister  aiitl  tile  .>lexiejn  Miuistrro 
Foreign  All'airs,  upiiii  the  order  protuhiting  loreijneni  lb- 
privilege  of  the  retail  trade  in  Mexlen,.aiid  wliicli  lA*  lake, 
place  subsequeiilly  In  ttiat  herelofnru  coiniuunicatcd  V 
Congress  on  the  same  subject. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTERS. 

Mr.  HENDERSON,  from  the  Committee  oa 
Private  Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  ihe  relie,' 
of  Pierre  Chaulcauand  oiheis,  heirs  of  Julien  Dr 
Buque.  The  report,  with acioinpanying papers, 
was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BATES,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
submitted  ad  veraereporis on  the  pclilionsofSamh 
ScaU:3,George  West,  Alice  Pew.and  Jane  Moore, 
which  were  ordered  lo  be  printed. 

Mr.  SEVIER,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, relumed  llie  petition  of  Mary  .\nn  Morrill; 
and,  nn  his  motion,  the  committee  was  discliarpeii 
from  its  consideration,  and  the  petition  was  it- 
ferreil  lo  the  Committee  on  Navnl  AflTnirs. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  from  theCommiilee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  n  bill  in  favor  of  J.imes  Wilson, 
authorizing  ihc  register  of  a  British  bark  pur- 
chased by  liim. 

Mr.  A'THERTON.  from  the  Committee  cm 
Pensions,  reported  back,  wiilioulamen<lnifut,thff 
House  bill  for  the  relief  of  Emanuel  Shrofc,  and 
recommended  its  passage. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
j  back  the  pctilionj  of  Peler  Ingles,  Peter  Ffoat, 
I  and  Aden  Stanley,  with  advci-ac  reports;  whiek 
I  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  V.'OODBRIDGE,  from  tho  Cmnmitleo  on 
Public  Lands,  npoilcd  bark,  without  iimcnd- 
riPnt,  the  IJdUso  bill  lor  llin  relief  of  Eulon 
Ktuico,  nnJ  reonmmiiiJrd  its  passii«;i'. 

Mr.  SI  AIMOJN  i>,  from  ilie  Commuiuc  on  Print- 
in;,  made  s'vfiul  riM'orls  reliiiivi-  to  niittlcrs  ro- 
fiirrcd  to  tlint  committw.  One  was  in  favor  of 
printing,  wiilioutth;'  maps, C.tplainCrnm 'a  report 
relative  to  the  iniprovciniius  of  Si.  Louis  harbor. 
Two  were  memiirials  from  Pi-niisylvania  in  rt-ftr- 
cnOT  to  the  aniie.xaiion  of  Tc.\as  to  th«  United 
£>tates;  with  regard  to  ont;  of  which  the  commit- 
tee did  not  recommend  the  printing;  and  with 
regard  to  the  other,  (from  the  Society  «f  Friends 
conveni-d  at  Philuji  Iphia,  from  Pennsylvatiin, 
New  Jers<;y,  and  Delaware,)  it  waa  left  to  (he 
Senator[Mr.BDCii.\KAN  J  who  presented  it  to  move 
for  its  being  printed,  if  that  was  his  desire.  The 
committee  would  not  oppose  that  object,  though 
they  did  not  si>e  any  necessity  for  it. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  theSociety  of  Friends 
was  composed  of  most  respectable  citizetis,  and 
he  should  like  lo  have  their  memorial  printed. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  did  not  see  any  occasim  for 
printin"  one  description  of  memorials  of  this  sub- 
ject, when  it  had  not  been  required  for  all  or  any 
others. 

Mr.  STURGF.ON  made  a  few  observations  not 
distinctly  heard. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  moved  to  lay  the  report  on 
the  tiible.  If  he  was  not  mistaken,  the  memorial 
was,  in  spirit,  inimical  to  the  institutions  of  the 
South. 

Mr.  SIMMONSassured  the  Senatorfrom  North 
Carolina  he  was  mistaken  as  to  the  memorial; 
probably  he  meant  the  other  which  the  committee 
did  not  approve  of  printing.  The  committee  had 
not,  even  with  regard  to  this  memorial,  recom- 
mended it  to  be  printed;  they  only  reported  thiit 
they  would  not  object  if  it  was  desired. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  really  did  not  recollect  the 
contents  of  the  memorial;  but  he  knew  it  was 
from  a  f  ery  large  and  respectable  assembly  of 
the  Society  of  Friends  from  three  States  of  the 
Union,  adopted  at  their  Yearly  Conference  in 
Philadelphia;  and  as  the  committee  who  acted  for 
the  conference  desired  him,  on  presentin;'  it,  to 
ask  for  its  printing,  he  had  done  so.  He  was 
anxious  to  have  it  printed ,  although  every  one 
knew  lie  was  opposed  to  the  prayer  of  the  me- 
morial; but  knowing  the  respectability  of  its 
signers,  he  hoped  they  noula  be  gVatified  by 
acceding  to  their  desire  of  having  their  memorial 
printed. 

Mr.  SEVIER  asked,  why  not  print  all  these 
memorials,  if  there  was  any  propriety  in  printing 
this?    He  hoped  all  would  go  by  one  rule, 

Mr.  BERRIEN  had  read  the  memorial  now  in 
question — which  resists  the  annexation  of  Texas 
on  the  grounds  that  it  would  furnish  an  additional 
stimulant  and  market  for  the  slave  trade,  and  that 
it  would  have  the  tendency  of  perpetuating  slavery 
in  the  United  Stales.  Now,  he  was  unwilling  to 
give  the  slightest  countenance  to  the  embarrass- 
ment of  the  cjuestionof  annexation  with  this  sub- 
ject, or  to  lend  the  sanction  of  the  Senate  to  the 
introduction  of  this  topic  into  the  Senate  by  any 
action  such  as  that  of  authorizing  (he  printing  of 
this  memorial.  He  therefore  hoped  the  motion 
to  lay  on  the  table  would  prevail. 

On  this  motion,  Mr.  HAYWOOD  called  for 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and  being 
taken,  resulted — yeas  24,  nays  14;  as  follows: 

VEAS — Messm.  AJIttn,  Arclier,  Alchinon,  Alhcrton,  Ben 
ton,  Bi^rrlen.  Bnesit'gCulqiiitt,  Crittenden,  Kalrflelcl.  Fullnn, 
llaywiHXI,  MenclLT-oii,  lliijur,  Jolinson,  Lhwm,  .McDuIlin, 
Maiiguiii,  Niiea,  Seuiple,  :)evler,  Sturgeon,  Tuppan,  and 
Woodbury— 'it. 

N A  V8  — Messrs.  Bales,  Diiclmiian,  Chonte,  Clayton, 
Evans,  Pranela,  llannegnn.  Miller,  Plielp.-!,  Porter,  Sira- 
mous,  Upliaai,  tVliite,  and  VVoodbridgc— M. 

So  the  report  was  laid  on  the  table. 

PATBNT  OFFICE  RKPOUT. 

Mr.  PHELPS  said  that,  some  time  since,  fif- 
teen hundred  copies  of  the  reportof  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Patents  were  ordered  to  be  printed  for 
the  use  of  the  Senate;  but  since  that  a  more  care- 
ful perusal  of  that  document  had  satisfied  several 
Senators  that  it  was  one  of  great  importance, 
which  ought  to  be  disseminated,  and  that  at  least 
five  thousand  copies  ought  to  have  been  ordered. 
He  should  therefqrc  move  a  reconsideration  of 


order,  with  a  view  of  submitting  tbe  tollow- 

yrdtredf  TUnt  fire  tltoit«and  nddltlonal  copies  of  the 
nniitial  report  of  tin;  Oniinissioner  nl'  Piueuts,  ennimuiil- 
eated  to  Cun^re^s  nt  the  prcsi-nt  session,  be  printed  for  the 
use  or  the  Seiiate.  ' 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  objecting  to  its  consideration 
,iiow. 

The  motion  was  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

IIODSE  DILLS  REFERKRD.     .  ^ 

Several  bills  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
were  received,  read  a  first  timo,/>rdered  to  a  sec- 
ond reading,  and  appropriately  referred  to  stand- 
ing committees. 

PEA  PATCn  ISLAND. 

The  general  orders  beijg  called, 

Mr.  DAYTON  moved  to  postpone  the  previ- 
ous orders,  and  takn  up  the  Pea  Patch  Island 
bill.  if' 

Several  SftaAToRs.    No  !   No !  * 

Mr.  EVANS  hoped  the  motion  would  not  pre- 
vail. 

Mr.  DAYTON  said  the  bill  was  on  its  third 
rendihg,  and  would  not  consume  any  time. 

The  motion  prevailed;  and  the  bill  providing 
for  the  adjustment  of  the  title  of  the  United  States 
to  Pea  Patch  Island,  in  the  river  Delaware,  was 
taken  up  for  consideration. 

Mr.  BAYARD  informed  the  Senate  that  the 
referee  mentioned  in  the  bill, Mr.  Horace  Bintiey, 
of  Philadelphia,  having  declined  to  act,,  it  was 
necessary  to  make  an  amendment,  substituting 
another.  He  would  therefore  move  to  amend 
the  bill  by  striking  out  the  name  of  Horace  Bin- 
ney,  and  substituting  that  of  Roger  B.  Taney, 
Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court;  to  net,  not 
in  his  capacity  of  Chief  Justice,  but  as  referee. 

Mr.  BUCftANAN  asked  if  Mr.  Taney  had 
consented  to  serve. 

Mr.  BAYARD  said  he  had.  It  would  bequite 
convenient  for  him  to  do  so,  as  it  was  within  his 
district. 

The  PRESIDENT  intimated  that,  as  the  bill 
now  came  up,  it  woa  not  competent  to  amend  it, 
unless  by  unanimous  consent. 

After  a  few  observations  from  Messrs.  BAY- 
ARD, BENTON,  DAYTON.and  SEVIER,  Uie 
bill  was  recommitted  /or  amendment. 

DUTIES  ON  RAILROAD  IRON. 

The  general  orders  now  brought  up  the  Senate 
bill  No.  88,  providing  for  the  remission  of  duties 
on  railroad  iron,  in  certain  cases. 

Mr.  MILLER  moved  to  pass  the  bill  over  in- 
formally, as  the  Senators  from  Maryland,  who 
took  considerable  interest  in  it,  were  absent  from 
their  seats. 

Mr.  EVANS  resisted  the  motion.  The  bill 
had  been  put  off  day  after  day.    There  was  no 

grobability  of  a  vote  being  taken  on  it  before  the 
enators  alluded  to  came  in.  The  discussion 
could  go  on  till  one  o'clock;  and  il  could  be  dis- 
posed of  during  the  morning  hour  in  two  or  three 
days; 

The  question  on  Mr.  Miller's  motion  was 
taken;  and  resulted — ayes  16,  noes  13. 

So  the  bill  was  passed  over  informally. 

Mr.  EVANS  ^vc  notice  that  he  would,  day 
after  day,  move  to  proceed  with  this  bill  till  dis- 
posed of;  and  hojied  Senators  inierested.  in  it 
would  be  present  at  the  hour  for  taking  it  up. 

UNITED  STATES  LAWS. 

The  next  thing  on  the  general  orders  was  the 
Senate  joint  resolution  to  authorize  the  Attorney 
General  to  contract  for  copies  of  a  proposed  edi- 
tion of  the  laws  and  treaties  of  the  United  States, 
reported  by  Mr.  Cuoate,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Library;  which  was  taken  up  as  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  would  be  glad  to  have  the 
petition  of  A.  W.  Johnson,  successor  of  Niel- 
son  &  Johnson,  read;  in  which  there  is  a  prop- 
osition to  furnish  the  requisite  number  of  copies 
of  the  laws  which  have  been  already  printed 
much  cheaper  than  a  new  edition  can  be  obtained 
for. 

Mr.  CHOATE  said  the  committee  had  the  me- 
morial under  consideration,  and  had  decided  that 
a  new  edition  of  the  laws  was  necessary,  and  that 
the  objects  desired  would  not  be  attained  by 
acceding  to  tbe  proposition  of  tbe  memorialist. 


Ihe  object  ol  the  resolution  was  to  bring  out 
what  had  been  much  needed — a  new  and  uniform 
edition  of  the  laws  of  the  United  Slates,  the  trea- 
ties, and  a  copious  and  accurate  index— all  got 
up  in  the  first  style  of  typographical  art,  and  on 
thick,  fine  paper,  fit  to  be  written  upon  in  making 
notes.  Mr.  C.  then  slated  the  opinions  of  the 
jiidges  and  members  of  thebaras  to  the  necessity 
for  this  new  edition,  and  their  approval  of  the 
plan  proposed  for  accomplishing  the  object. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  hoped,  if  the  memorial  was 
not  on  the  table,  the  matter  would  be  passed  over 
informally  till  it  was  obtained. 

The  PRESIDEN  r  said  the  memorial  was  not 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  CHOATE  consented  to  let  the  resolution 
be  passed  over  informally  till  the  memorial  was 
obtained. 

It  was  passed  over  accordingly. 

WILLIAM  ELLIOTT,  JR. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BREE&E,  the  previous  or- 
ders were  postponed,  and  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
William  Elliott,  jr.,  of  Illinois,  was  taken  up, 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with  an  amend- 
ment recommended  by  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

After  some  discussion  as  to  the  technical  mean- 
ing of  the  words  "final  certificate  of  potent," 
which  were  objected  lo  by  Mr.  CRITTENDEN, 
explained  by  Mr.  OREESE,  and  defined  by  Mr. 
SEVIER  to  be  obsolete  in  consequence  of  the 
change  in  the  mode  of  paying  for  public  lands, 
the  amendment  was  adopted;  and  the  bill,  aa 
amended,  was  reported,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time. 

NOTICE  OF  A  BILL. 

Mr.  FOSTER  gave  notice  thai,  to-morrow,  he 
would  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill. 

.      MARY  REESIDE. 

The  next  bill  on  the  §;eneral  orders  was  that  for 
the  relief  of  Mary  Reeside,  executrix  of  the  last 
will  and  testament  of  James  Reeside,  deceased, 
wliich  was  taken  up  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  plt\ced  under  consideration. 

IVlr.  HAYWOOD  made  several  objections  to 
the  bill  as  it  now  stood:  first,  that  it  proposed  to 
transfer  the  business  of  the  Auditor  of  the  Post 
Ofiice  Department  to  the  Auditor  of  tbe  War  De- 
partment; next,  that  it  referred  to  ibe  record  of  a 
court  in  Pennsylvania,  as  evidence  of  the  indebt- 
edness of  the  United  States  In  the  claimant;  riext, 
that  it  assumed  this  indebtedness  without  having 
any  inquiry  made  at,  or  report  obtained  from,  the 
Post  Oflice  Department.  All  that  appeared  on  the 
face  of  the  bill  was,  that  a  suit  had  oeen  brought 
by  the  United  Suites  against  Reeside  in  the  courts 
of  Philadelphia,  for  a  balance  of  accounts,  and 
upon  trial,  the  jury  returned  a  verdict  for  *18e,000 
^^inst  the  United  States,  in  favor  of  Mr.  ReesMe. 
To  base  a  claim  upon  this  record  would  be  con- 
trary to  the  principle  that  suit  cannot  be  instituted 
against  the  United  States,  for  it  would  be  virtually 
recognizing  the  right  of  a  court  in  Pennsylvania 
to  award,  as  in  an  individual  case,  according  to 
her  peculiar  laws,  a  verdict  of  indebtedness  to  the 
defendant  upon  plaintift's  suit. 

Mr.  DAYTON  opproved  of  the  bill  as  it  stood, 
and  referred  to  the  concluding  words  as  obviating 
all  difficulty;  which  say  that  the  Third  Auditor 
shall  "  certify  such  debt  and  settlement  to  Ihe  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  and  require  him  to  pay 
such  sum  of  money  as  may  be  found  due,  i/any. 

Mr.  McDUFFlE  saw  no  propriety  in  referring 
to  the  record  at  all.  The  object  was  inquiry  into 
the  validity  of  the  claim,  and,  whatever  it  was,  to 
have  it  certified  and  settled. 

Some  discussion  ensued  on  the  subject  of  the 
law  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  point  of  ifeciding  by 
one  trial,  whether  the  indebtedness  was  on  .the 
part  of  plaintiff  or  defendant;  in  which  Messrs. 
DAYTON,  BERRIEN,  BUCHANAN, and  Me- 
DUFFIE  look  part;  but  this  discussion  encroach- 
ing on  the  hour  for  the  special  order, 

Mr.  ARCHER  moved  to  postpone  the  furthe. 
consicieration  of  the  subject,  with  a  view  of  going 
into  executive  session. 

The  bill  was  accordingly  postponed. 

EXECUTIVE  SESSION. 
The  Senate  then  went  into  executive  session; 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein*  adjourned.    / 
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June  3, 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monday,  June  3, 1844. 

The  Journul  of  Saturday  was  read  nnd  ap- 
proved. 

Mr.  HALE  moved  a  recoiisidcrntion  of  the 
vote  by  wliicli  Senate  bill  No.  18  was  ordered  to 
be  taken  out  of  cominitlee  in  one  hour  and  a  half 
after  it  should  be  laken  up  in  coinniittc-c.  He 
made  this  motion  in  ordir  that  the  .giMiileman 
from  Tennessee  might  have  an  oppoiiuniiy  of 
making  a  speech  upon  it.  lie  withdrew  the  mo- 
lion,  howevi^r,  at  ilie  request  of 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL,  who  desired  to  offer 
a  resolution  fi.vin);  the  lOilj,  llth,  and  13th  days 
of  June  instant  fur  the  consideration  vt'  certain 
treaties. 

The  SPEAKER  remarked  that  the  first  busi- 
ness in  order  was  a  nintion  madu  on  Saturd.iy  to 
reconsider  the  vote  by  which  bill  No.  177,  grant- 
ing a  copyright  In  ilje  autliors  of  the  Narrative 
of  the  E.^plorin;  Expedilitin,  was  laid  upon  the 
table. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  said  he  was  aware  of 
that;  and  if  it  wtM*e  necrssary,  he  would  move  a 
Duspension  of  the  rules,  llmt  liis  resolution  might 
be  now  considered;  but  he  hoped  there  would  be 
no  objection. 

Objections  were  made;  and  the  question  was 
then  put  upon  the  pending  motion  to  reconsider. 

Mr.  B.\hN.'VR.D  ."ng-^isted  that  the  motion  be 
postponed  until  Monday  m  xt. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  said  he  hoped  the  House 
would  not  for  a  moment  consider  the  propriety 
of  granting  a  copyright  to  anybody;  and  there- 
fore he  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on 
the  table. 

A  division  was  called  for;  and  after  a  short 
conversation, 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  withdrew  Iiis'motion  to  lay 
on  the  tabU;. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  postponinj  its 
consideration  tiniil  Monday  next,  nndi:arried. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  called  for  the  con- 
sideration of  his  resolution. 

Mr.  DEAN  rose  and  moved  the  reconsideration 
of  the  vote  by  which  bill  No.  208,  for  the  relief 
of  the  heirs  of  Francis  Cazeau,  of  Montreal,  was 
laid  upon  the  table,  and  that  the  motion  be  post- 
poned until  Friday  nr'xt. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  again  called  for  the 
con»id->ation  of  his  resolution  setting  apart  the 
10th,  llth, and  12th  of  Juno  for  theconsicleration 
of  treaties  between  this  Government  and  those  of 
Portugal.  Spain,  Denmark,  nnti  Great  Britain. 

Objections  were  made. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  moved  a  su.^pension 
of  the  rules,  and  demandid  Iho  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered;  and  being  taken, resulted — 
yeas  78,  nays  84. 

There  not  bemg  two  thirds<in  the  afHrmative, 
the  rules  were  not  suspended. 

CIVIL  AND  DIPLOMATIC  PILL. 

On  motion   of  Mr.  McICAY,  the  rules  were 
suspended,  and  the  House  resolved  itself  into  the  | 
Committee  of  the  Wholeon  thostate  of  the  Union, 
(Mr.  Davis,  of  Indiana,  ii;  the  chair.) 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McK.,  the  committee  took 
up  for  consideration  the  cit.l  and  diplomatic  ap- 
propriation bill. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  inquired  whether  it  was  in 
order  to  take  up  this  bill  in  prefcre.nce  to  the  one 
standing  first  in  order;  which  was  the  bill  to  estab- 
lish a  naval  depot  in  the  West. 

The  CHAIRMAN  remarked  that  appropria- 
tion bills  had  preference  over  all  others. 

On  the  su<;gestion  of  Mr.  C.  JOHNSON,  the 
general  readmg  of  the  bill  was  disp,-.ised  with, 
and  it  was  read  by  sections  cr  paragraphs,  with 
a  vi'cw  to  amendments. 

Mr.  POLLOCK  moved  to  amend  the  bill  in 
that  portion  which  relates  to  liic  ordinary  and 
contingent  expenses  of  the  two  Houses  of  Con- 
gress, by  providing  that  a  preference  should  be 
given  in  the  purchase  of  stationery,  &,c.,  to  arti- 
cles of  American  manufacture. 

Mr.  BLACK,  of  Georgia,  opposed  the  amend- 
ment. He  was  for  free  trade  in  affairs  relating 
to  the  Government,  as  well  as  in  private  affairs. 
He  was  for  buying  in  the  cheapest  market,  and 
selling  in  the  highest  and  best. 


Mr.  BARNARD  oflered  a  modification  of  the 
amendment,  which  Mr.  Pollock  accepted. 

Some  runiarks  were  made  by  ^lessrs.  HAM- 
LIN and  MORRIS,  of  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  BLACK,  of  Georgia,  moved  further  to 
amend  llic  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  WENT  WORTH  asked  if  it  would  be  in 
order  to  move  to  strike  out  and  in.sert. 

The  CHAIRMAN  said  it  would  not  be  in  order 
noir. 

Mr.WENTWORTHgavenoticelhatheshould 
make  such  a  motion  a.s  -soon  as  it  would  be  in 
order;  and  he  .sent  up  the  following  resolution  to 
be  read  for  information: 

ReMotced,  'riiiit.lbrilin  piirpoftc  ofeennoniizina  the  public 
time,  aixl  ofsMpiiini;  [xiliticHl  di^'cu^sjniij  aa  Inr  ns  proeti- 
cable,  all  laeiiibtjrs  ofihis  IKiiisr.  who  have  madi'  speeches 
at  this  (ics-fjon  )i;;nInMt  Mr.  \'nn  Itureii.  have  pi'rmi.*slon  in 
era.se  the  name  ot'  Mr.  Van  Ittiren  Iherermin,  and  suhsti- 
tut<',  Ijistoad,  till'  inline  of  Jaiiie»  I(.  i'ldk ;  mid  that  the 
ortic»rji  oClliis  House  br  requeKted  to  buy  tho.-ir  anti-Van 
Itiiren  upprclie*  of  the  i  'lay  club  lor  wmppintr  paper,  when 
they  can  be  hoiiijht  as  cheap  as  other  wrnpplng-pttper. 

Mr.  PAYNE  said  it  was  not  his  purpose  to 
open  up  a  discussion  of  the  tariff  question;  but 
inasmuch  as  the  opinions  of  the  Democratic  can- 
didate for  the  Presidency  had  been  referred,  to  he 
could  not  permit  Ilia  occasion  to  pass  without 
indorsins;i  toto  ctrlo,  the  doctrines  of  Colonel  PoJk 
on  the  subject  of  a  protective  tariff.  The  time  h.id 
now  arrived  when  n  man  could  bo  presented  for 
the  suffrages  of  the  American  people,  whose  views 
were  sound  on  this  question.  lie  wished  the  views 
of  Colonel  Polk,  in  relation  to  the  tariff  policy,  to 
be  clearly  understood  by  the  whole  country.  An 
effort  had  been  made  to  induce  the  people  to  believe 
that  Colonel  Polk  was  in  favor  of  entire  free  trade. 
This  erroneous  lepri  mentation  was  akin  to  all  the 
proceedings  of  their  ipponents.  Colonel  Polk  is 
in  favor  of  raising  from  dtities  on  imports  revenue 
for  the  support  of  tl u  Government.  He  was  of 
opinion  that  the  Con.:titution  gave  Congress  that 
power;  but  while  he  thus  believed,  and  while  ho 
was  willing  that  this  power  should  be  exercised, 
he  utterly  repudiated  and  condemned  the  doctrine 
of  the  Whig  parly,  that  this  power  may  be  used, 
not  for  the  pur|)ose  of  raising  revenue,  but  of  cre- 
ating bounties,  and  of  giving  protection  to  one 
section  of  the  Union  at  the  expense  of  the  other. 
In  reply  to  a  question  from  Mr.  Monnis,  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Mr.  P.  said  he  took  pleasure  in  stal'  ig 
ihatColonel  Polk  was  opposed  to  theiariffof '  342 
He  then  proceeded  to  comment  on  the  inequalities 
between  the  duties  upon  articles  of  gei'jial  and 
necessary  consiimplioii  by  the  poorer  '.ia.sses  and 
those  tised  by  the  wealihy.  He,  ho/ever,  asked 
asked  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  to  state 
what  were  Mr.  Clay's  opinio, s.  Did  he  not 
advocate  the  taxing  of  the  laboring  classes  of  the 
country  higher  than  those  \vl.o  reveled  in  lu.xury.' 

Mr.  MORRIS,  of  Penn.»ylvania,  sold  he  would 
answer  the  question  of  the  gentleman  from  Ala- 
bama. Mr.  Cloy  v/es  in  favor  of  protecting  the 
industry  of  the  laboring  classes  of  the  country. 

Mr.  PAYNE  seid  the  gentleman  iVoin  Penn- 
sylvania had  not  met  the  question.  He  replied 
that  Mr.  Clay  was  in  favor  of  proiectiiig  the  labor 
of  the  country;  but  how  was  it  proposed  to  do  it- 
Was  it  by  imposing  a  tremendous  tax  on  every- 
thing that  the  laboring  man  consumed.'  Was 
that  iiis  systotn  of  protection.'  If  it  were,  it  was 
the  protection  which  the  vulture  exteiideil  to  the 
lamb,  whilst  thirsting  for  its  blood;  and  yet  Mr. 
Clay  was  an  advocate  of  such  a  system — he  wos 
the  friend  of  the  bill  of  abominations  of  1842,  and 
on  that  question  he  was  willing  to  leave  him  to 
the  American  people. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  inquired  if  Governor  Polk 
was  not  opposed  to  the  bill  of  1842,  and  in  favor 
of  a  reduction  of  duties  to  an  average, of  twenty 
per  cent. 

Mr.  PAYNE  replied  that  if  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  had  paid  attention  to  his  remarks  he  would 
have  seen  that  the  interrogatory  which  he  htid 
just  proposed  was  a  work  of  supererogation;  he 
had  aistinclly  stated  thatGovernor  Polk  expressly 
admitted  and  contended  that  the  power  to  lay  im- 
posts and  dutii's  was  a  revenue  power,  and  that 
that  power  for  those  purposes  was  an  unlimited 
power.  But  that  power  was  given  for  legitimate 
purposes,  and  it  ought  not  to  bo  prostituted  to 
purpose.-?  that  were  illegitimate. 

1  he  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had  spoken 


in  a  tone  of  triumph  and  exultation  of  the  certain 
success  of  Mr.  Clay  in  the  presidential  contest, 
and  he  might  be  indulged  in  a  few  remarks  on 
that  Br.ljject.  On  what,  he  would  csk,  did  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  base  his  expecta- 
tion of  success.'  Was  it  based  on  theiacl  that 
he  had  been  thrice  [iresented  to  the  American 
people,  and  as  ofuin  n  pudiated  and  rejecied? 
Was  that  evidence  of  pros])Cctivc success?  Why, 
he  was  defitated  even  witli  the  aid  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachuseti.",  [Mr.  Adams,]  and  widi 
all  the  iiilluencc  that  thai  grntlcman  was  able  to 
bring  to  his  aid.  Yes,  his  name  "had  been  tbrie* 
presented  to  the  American  people,  and  they 
scorned  and  spurned  him;  where,  then,  did  ihey 
now  look  for  wuccess.'  He  woultl  lell  gcnilenion 
here  that  their  pn  dictions  were  made  loo  liaslily 
and  too  confidently  and  too  noisily;  they  were, 
however,  notoriously  the  most  noisy  party  in 
Christendom — noisy  and  cnnliHeiit,  although, 
from  the  est^iblishment  of  the  Government,  they 
had  very  rarely  indeed  been  successful.  Thu 
Locofoco  j>arty,  of  which  the  gentleman  bad 
spoken,  would  again  defeat  the  Whig  party  at  the 
next  election,  us  they  had  so  often  done  Ix-fort; 
and  though  this  was  a  Federal  Union,  Federal 
principles  would  not  be  permitted  to  have  domi- 
nance in  this  Union. 

He  then  entered  into  a  review  of  th<!  principVs 
of  the  Federal  party.  There  was  the  distribution 
of  the  proceeds  of^  the  public  lands  among  the 
Stales;  and  what  was  its  object.'  What  was  its 
practical  result}  lis  object  was  to  pay  the  debu 
of  the  States  with  the  produce  of  the  public  lands; 
debts  due  to  foreign  coi;:.irie3.  And  for  what 
were  those  debts  contracted?  To  render  valuable 
the  property  within  the  limits  of  the  Slates  by 
which  they  were  contracted.  The  system  of  tax- 
ation within  those  Stales  was  either  direct  poll 
tax,  or  taxation  on  property;  but  by  this  system 
of  distribution  it  was  designed  that  the  proceed! 
of  the  publi;:  lands  should  pay  those  Stale  debts, 
and  a  necessary  consequence  would  be  new  tax- 
ation levied  on  the  people  to  supply  the  deficiency 
in  the  .lational  Treasury  which  thi.«i  disiribunon 
wouU  occasion.  And  thus  there  would  be  im- 
po'jcd  new  and  heavier  ijixes  on  consumption — 
new  taxes  on  the  poor  consumer  ft>r  the  benefit 
of  the  property  holders  in  the  States,  for  the  im- 
provement of  whose  property  the  debts  were  con- 
tracted. 

Such  was  the  practical  operation  of  the  distri- 
buiion  KchemT;.  Such,  also,  was  the  operation 
of  the  tariff  act.  They  were  productive  of  taxa- 
tion on  labor,  taxation  on  consumpiion;  nnd  yet 
such  was  I  he  system  that  the  Whig  party  would 
pursue,  and  such  were  the  grounds  on  which  Mr. 
Clay  was  offered  to  the  American  people.  Hap- 
pily, however,  forihe  country,  Mr.  Clay  had  no 
more  chance  of  success  now  than  he  had  in  pre- 
vious contests  of  a  like  character. 

He  next  alluded  to  Mr.  Clay's  opinions  in  op- 
position to  the  annexation  of  Texas,  and  to  an 
increase  of  territory  from  any  quarter,  whether 
Texas  or  Oregon,  and  called  upon  the  friend*  cf 
Mr.  Clay  to  produce  evidence  that  he  wai  ia 
favor  of  annexation.  There  was  a  double  game 
being  played  to  mislead  different  sections  of  (he 
Union;  and  he  wished  it  to  be  known  in  the  EtsI 
nnd  West,  the  North  and  South.  He  had  corS- 
dence  in  the  intelligence  of  the  people;  and  he  wa* 
satisfied  that,  when  the  truth  was  proclaimed  to 
them,  they  would  reject  Mr.  Clay,  as  they  hai 
done  before. 

Mr.  HARDIN  said,  when  he  came  into  the 
House  this  morning,  he  had  no  expectation  thai 
the  subject  of  general  politics  would  come  up; 
but  as  that  subject  had  been  introduced,  he  would 
make  some  observations  upon  it.  He  then  pro- 
ceeded to  remark  that,  when  the  American  wo- 
Sle  knew  Mr.  Polk,  he  would  be  as  Mr.  Van 
uren  now  was — "a  used-up  man;"  though  in 
point  of  talent,  us  compared  to  Mr.  Von  Buren. 
tic  was  but  as  a  pigmy  to  agiant.  He  made  souk 
remarks  on  what  he  understood  to  be  Mr.  Polkli 
opinions  on  the  tariff,  and  availed  himself  of  the 
more  clear,  sonorous  voice  of  Mr.  Schencc  tc 
read  to  the  committee  some  extracia  from  speeches 
made  by  Mr.  Polk  when  in  Congress.  He  next 
proceeded  to  argue  that  it  was  not  the  Texa* 
-question  which  had  caused  the  withdrawal  of  Mr 
Van  Buren,  for  it  was  well  understood  .->  the  time 
of  the  Connecticut  election,  that,  if  it  rcsali*<l 


unfcivorably  to  the  Dcmocrnlio  cnuse,  Mr,  Van 
nurcn  wus  to  be  witlidrawu.  He  also  quoted 
from  a  series  of  nrtictus  recently  published  in  the 
Globe,  in  wliicli  the  relative  merits  nf  Colonel 
Kins  and  Governor  Polii  for  the  Vice  Presidency 
wore  fully  disciiMi-d,  to  the  advantage  of  the 
former;  anil  wont  into  n  party  piiliticnl  speech,  in 
wliich  he  glanced  ul  in»»y  other  old  and  new 
parly  issues.  He  apoUe  of  the  resolutions  of  the 
Bultiinore  convention,  particularly  dwelling  on 
the  TeXifS  troniy. 

Mr.  PAYNE  usked  the  genllemnn  where  Mr. 
Clay  was  on  the  Texas  question?  He  had  fre- 
f}uentlyapproximait'dtnit,buthBdaiwaysavoided 
it.  From  his  published  lelter  it  would  seem  to 
some  that  there  might  be  circumstances  under 
which  Mr.  Clay  would  go  for  annexation — that 
was  to  beguile  the  South;  but  he  should  like  to 
licar  it  distinctly  slated  what  those  circnmstanccs 
were  under  which  Mr.  Clay  would  be  in  favor  of 
annexation. 

Mr.  HARDIN  said  he  had  asked  for  a  defini- 
tion of  the  sentiments  of  Democracy,  and  the 
gentleman  frora  Alabama  had  replied  thi>t  Mr. 
Clay  had  not  answered  distinctly.  He  then  en- 
tered into  a  discussion  of  what  he  understood  to 
be  Mr.  Polk'sopinions  on  the  anncxatioiiof  Texas 
and  the  occupation  of  Oregon. 

Mr.  HALU,  before  commencing  his  remarks, 
inquired  whether  it  was  in  o.Jer  say  anything 
about  the  bill.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  PAYNE  (Mr.  Hale  yielding  him  the  floor 
for  a  moment)  said  he  wished  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  the  fact  that  the  gciilleman  from 
lUinois  [Mr.  H.MtDiN]  would  not  notice  at  all  the 
eqmvocal  characicr  of  Mr.  Clay's  letter;  that  the 
gentleman  would  not  state  whether  Mr.  Clay 
would,  under  any  circumstances,  be  in  favor  of 
the  annexation  of  Texas  or  of  Oregon.  And 
while  he  was  on  the  floor,  he  would  take  this 
occasion  of  proiesiins  against  any  inference  from 
bis  silence  as  to  whether  he  was  the  author  of  any 
newspaper  article.  No  man  had  a  right  to  charge 
him  with  being  the  author  because  he  refused  to 
be  catechised  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  HARDIN  said  he  did  not  think  it  neces- 
sary to  answer  for  Mr.  Clay,  because  he  had 
onswercd  for  himself.  His  opinions  were  well 
known.  But  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  had 
not  answered  his  question  whether  Colonel  Polk 
was  in  favor  of  the  Texas  treaty. 

Mr.  PAYNE  said  that  Colonel  Polk  was  infavor. 
of  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  thisiniion.  As  for 
the  present  treaty,  he  supposed  it  had  not  met  his 
eye  when  his  letter  was  written.  There  was  no 
double-dealing  on  this  or  any  other  question.  As 
to  their  principles,  they  liad  been  written  for  years 
upon  the  vault  of  heaven  itself. 

Mr.  HALE  claimed  his  right  to  the  floor.  He 
proposed,  in  the  few  remarks  which  he  had  to 
ofler,  to  depart  from  the  course  which  tlie  debate 
had  taken.  He  proposed  to  say  something  re- 
specting the  subject  before  the  House.  He  would 
send  to  the  Clerk's  table  certain  amendments, 
which  he  intended  to  oflfer  when  those  portions  of 
the  bill  should  be  reached  at  which  they  would 
be  in  order. 

Mr.  C.J.  INGERSOLL  objected  to  this  course, 
as  it  would, lead  to  infinite  confusion. 

Mr.HALEexplained  the  purport  of  the  amend- 
ments which  he  intended  to  ofier.  One  was  a 
reduction  of  the  salaries  of  the  Treasurer  of  the 
United  States  and  the  Register  of  the  Treasury, 
to  the  extent  of  |788  73,  Iwing  equal  to  a  sum  re- 
ceived by  each  of  those  oflicers  last  year  beyond 
what  itiey  were  entitled  to  receive.  Another 
amendment  had  reference  to  the  system  of  dis- 
cipline in  the  Navy;  and  upon  this  branch  Mr.  H. 
descanted  at  some  length.  He  was  repeatedly 
called  to  order  by 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL,  who  objected  to  the 
reading  of  various  documents  which  Mr.  H.  pro- 
duced on  the  subject  of  flogging  in  the  Navy. 

Mr..  DOUGLAS  next  obtained  the  floor,  and 
replied  to  the  remarks  of  his  colleague,  [Mr.  Har- 
din, who,  he  jocularly  observed,  notwiibatanding 
his  recent  exhibition  of  irritation,  was  naturally 
a  very  amiable  man.  His  colleague  was  laboring 
under  a  very  serious  provocation,  growing  out 
of  his  disappointment.  He  had  lost  his  first- 
born political  speech.  And  although  the  reso- 
lution offered  by  another  colleague  of  his  [Mr. 
Wes-tworth]  was  intended  to  relieve  him  from 
his  disappointment,  by  authorizing  him  to  strike 


out  the  name  of  Mr.  van  Buren  and  insert  that  of 
James  K.  Polk,  it  did  not  seem  to  have  cored  the 
wound  that  was  inflicted  upon  his  feelings.  Mr. 
D.  proceeded  to  controvert  the  arguments  of  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Hardin.] 

So  much  in  relation  to  General  Harrison's  opin- 
ions on  the  tarilT.  Well,  then,  there  was  the 
compromise  act.  Henry  Olay  wos  pledged  to 
thcconipromiseact;every  Whig  speaker  in  Amer- 
ica was  pledged  to  the  compromise  act;  and  yet, 
the  gentlemen  of  that  party  had  the  eflVontery 
now  to  come  forward  and  say  that  the  candidate 
for  the  Presidency,  who  dared  to  support  the 
compromise  act,  was  unworthy  of  the  support  of 
the  country.  Thus,  then,  it  v/ould  be  seen  that 
the  Whigs  were  changing  their  ground  on  which 
they  ventured  before  the  people. 

He  nnxt  commented  on  the  remarks  of  his  col- 
league [Mr.  Hahdin]  on  the  Oregon  "  humbug" 
and  "hobby,"  as  he  had  characterized  it,  not- 
withstanding it  was  the  advocacy  of  that  "  hum- 
bug" on  the  stump  in  Illinois  which  had  given 
that  gentleman  his  scat  on  this  floor. 

Mr.  HARDIN  said  he  never  made  any  remarks 
on  the  subject  of  Oregon  during  his  canvass, 
though  he  took  the  ground  that  it  was  ours,  and 
that  we  ought  to  have  it.  [Laughter.]  He  added 
that  the  Democratic  party  were  going  to  make  a 
"hobby"  of  it. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  said,  then  the  gentleman  was 
willing  to  ride  their  "hobby."  But  what  were 
the  opmions  of  the  candidate  of  his  colleague  for 
the  Presidency?  Henry  Clay,  when  Secretary 
of  State,^oflered  to  give  Great  Britain  the  half  of 
Oregon,  provided  England  would  pive  us  the  other 
half;  and  yet  the  gentleman  [\lr.  Hardim]  ac- 
cused Governor  Polk  of -being  opposed  to  the 
occupation  of  Oregon.  Now,  Governor  Polk  held 
that  Oregon  was  ours,  and  that  we  should  take  it 
and  possess  it. 

Mr.  HARDIN  saked  if  Mr.  Colhoun  hod  not 
offered  to  give  up  a  portion  of  Oregon  ? 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  said  he  was  speaking  of  Mr. 
Clay,  and  not  of  Mr.  Calhoun. 

Mr.  HARDIN  asked  if  it  was  not  known  that 
Mr.  Clay  made  the  proposition  referred  to  as  a 
compromise? 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  said  it  was  suflicient  for  him 
that  Mr.  Clay  offered  to  give  up  half  that  terri- 
torT.and  that  was  now  admitted  by  his  colleague; 
ana  hence  there  was  reason  to  fear,  if  Mr.  Clay 
should  become  President  of  the  Uni'.ed  States — 
which  God  forbid — he  would  again  consent  to 
give  up  the  half  of  the  prolific  'ferritory  of  Ore- 
gon. He  then  proceeded  to  notice  other  portions 
of  his  colleague's  speech  in  detail,  commenting  at 
some  length  on  the  Texan  question;  in  the  course 
of  which  he  accused  this  Government  of  per- 
fidy towards  France  by  the  cession  of  Texas  to 
Spain.  Texas  (he  said)  ought  to  be  rcannezed 
to  this  Union;  and  it  should  be  done  at  once,  by 
treaty.  As  one  reason,  he  said  that  Texas  was 
important  to  us  in  a  military  point  of  view;  and 
that  it  was  necessary  for  the  protection  of  New 
Orleans  and  the  Mississippi  valley.  England,  it 
was  rumored,  was  taking  steps  to  prevent  annex- 
ation; and  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
[Mr.  Adams]  has  avowed  that  he  would  not  go 
to  war  with  England  for  Texas.  He  differed 
from  that  gentleman.  He  would  give  his  vote 
with  more  pleasure  for  appropriations  to  resist 
British  aggressions  in  Texas  than  for  any  other 
purpose  whatever.  Great  Britain  had  now  nu- 
merous possessions  with  which  she  surrounded 
us;  and  he  thought  that  it  would  be  as  wise  in 
this  country  to  give  up  New  Orleans  as  Texas. 
He  spoke  at  some  length  on  the  importance  of 
Texas  to  this  Union  as  a  market  for  our  produce; 
and  was  continuing  the  discussion  of  that  sub- 
ject, when  the  Chairman  announced  the  termina- 
tion of  his  allotted  hour. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  next  obtained  the  floor,  and 
proceeded  to  comment  on  the  speech  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Docglas,]  and  the 
opinions  of  Governor  Polk,  charging  inconsist- 
ency on  the  Democratic  party  in  the  support  of 
Mr.  Polk,  to  whom  he  attributed  doctrines  in  op- 
position to  protection  of  American  labor  to  the 
amount  of  one  dollar,  and  also  opposition  to  the 
sub-Treasury. 

Mr.  PAYNE  reiterated  the  explanation  he  be- 
fore gave  of  Governor  Polk 's  opinion  on  the  taxing 
power  for  revenue  purposes.  Gkivemor  Polk ,  he 
said,  went  to  any  extent  in  the  exercise  of  the 


taxing  power  for  revenue  purposes;  but  he  wafl 
opposed  to  infractions  ot  the  Constitution  under 
the  pretense  ofan  exercise  of  such  taxing  power. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  read  from  ..iieeches  delivered 
by  Mr.  Polk,  for  the  purpose  or  showing  that  he 
was  the  advocate  of  an  average  of  twenty  per  cent, 
as  the  rate  of  impost  duties;  and  said  they  were 
not  informed  whether  he  would  even  afford  inci- 
dental protection.  The  Democracy  were  about  to 
enter  the  field  in  support  of  a  candidate  who  was 
oppo.icd  to  a  protective  tariff.  Would  they  remain 
Iruc  to  that  principle?  Suppose  a  bill  were  brought 
forward  cutting  tlown  the  tariff  to  the  horizontal 
rate  oftwenty  per  cent.,  giving  no  protection:  how 
many  votes  would  it  receive  from  the  Democratic 
parti'? 

Mr.  BELSER  said  the  view  of  Colonel  Polk 
was,  that  twenty  percent,  was  sufficient  for  rev- 
enue. The  doctrine  of  the  Democratic  party  was, 
that  duties  should  not  be  laid  with  a  view  to  pro- 
tection, but  with  a  view  to  revenue. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  supposed,  then,  this  was  but 
a  clap-trap  set  to  catch  northern  gulls;  and  when 
it  was  found  that  twenty  per  cent,  afforded  pro- 
lection,  it  must  go  down.  'The  Democracy  avowed 
themselves  opposed  to  banks.  Why  did  they  not 
put  ddwn  the  banks  of  the  District,  when  the 
opportunity  was  aflordod  to  them  ?  When  the 
question  came  up  tUry  refused  to  vote,  or  skulked 
behind  tlie  Speaker's  chair.  Mr.  S.  adverted  to 
the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr. 
DoDGLAi,]  in  reference  to  General  Harrison, and 
defended  iiim  against  the  charge  of  disagreeing 
with  the  leading  and  avowed  principlcsof  the  Whig 
party. 

Mr.  BELSER  ncx(  addressed  the  committee, 
vindicating  the  Democratic  parly  from  the  charge 
of  inconsistency.  He  went  over  the  prominent 
principles  embraced  in  the  Democratic  creed,  and 
illustrated  and  defended  ihem— quoting,  os  he  pro- 
ceeded, the  resolutidiis  of  the  Baltimore  Demo- 
cratic convention, on  which  he  descatited  approv- 
ingly. He  spoke  particularly  ofthe  Texan  treaty, 
and  ofthe  position  of  Governor  Polk,  who,  with 
Dallas,  he  said,  would  triumphantly  carry  Ala- 
bama, and,  in  all  human  probability,  Georgia,  too, 
together  with  all  the  southern  Slates. 

Mr.  RATHBUN  obtained  the  floor,  but  gave 
way  for  a  motion  to  rise;  which  was  agreeato, 
and  the  committee  rose  and  reported  progress. 

The  House  then  adjourned.  * 

The  folluwlny  petlUons,  prespntcd  tn-day,  were  handed 
to  the  rpporteri)  by  the  mfliubers  praaenUng  them  ; 

Dy  Mr.  MURI'IIV  :  PeUtlon  of  Charles  Johiuon,  who 
has  become  pcrmftnently  dbabled  by  reason  of  ex|K)saro 
on  duly  In  the  Florida  nrar,  on  board  the  flteamor  Major 
Dade,  praying  Uiat  he  may  be  allowed  such  back  pension 
as  he  would  bive  been  entitled  to  If  the  law  of  1837  had  not 
been  modified  or  repealed ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  A  flairs. 

By  Mr.  BUFFINOTON :  Petition  of  Lacins  Bull,  of  In- 
diana county,  Pennsylvaohi,  praying  ttiac  a  patent  may  be 
Issued  to  hlin  for  the  Inicniion  of  an  artificial  marble  made 
frum  lime,  subject  lo  the  condlUons  In  the  petition  men- 
tioned; whicli  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Parents. 

Dy  Mr.  WOOUWAKD :  Proccedingsorapubllc  meeting    > 
ofthe  town  ofCamden,  in  the  Sute.ofNorth  Carolina,  lij 
fhvor  ofthe  annexation  ofTexas  to  the  United  State*. 


'  IN  SENATE. 
ToEBDAT ,  June  4, 1844. 

Mr.  HUGER  presented  the  memoriol  and  pro- 
ceedings of  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  St.  John 's, 
Colleton  district,  South  Carolina,  praying  for  the 
reannexation  ofTexas  to  the  United  States;  which 
were  laid  on  the  table. 

Also,  a  meomrial  from  citizens  of  Beaufort, 
South  Carolina,  praying  for  the  annexation  of 
Texas  to  the  United  States;  which  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

.Mr.  JOHNSON  presented  the  petition  of  a 
number  of  citizens  or  Louisiana,  praying  for  the 
establishment  of  mail  routes  between  the  mouth 
of  Red  river  and  New  Carthage,  and  between  Vi- 
delia  and  Providence,  in  the  same  county;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads. 

REPOBTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  reported  back,  with  an  amendment, 
the  bill  referred  to  it  authorizing  the  iasueof 
patents  for  certain  lands  in  St.  Augustine  district, 
Florida,  tlfe  sales  of  which  were  not  regularly 
reported;  and  recommended  its  passage. 

Mr.  W.  aUo,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
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4'nilcil  back  llie  House  bill  ruftn-red  to  it,  BUtlior- 
izini^tliceniiy  ofciMlniii  iuiuls  occupied  by  branch 
pilots  ol'New  Orleans,  Lnuisinnn,  witlioutamend- 
;nf-nt;  and  rrcoin mended  its  pasy^so. 

iMi-.  IIUM'INGTON,  on  bclmlf  of  the  Com- 
mitiei."  on  Cocninpici',  reported  buck  the  report  of 
th(!  Secretary  of  tin;  Treasury,  recently  referred 
lo  that  committee,  ndativo  to  the  sulistitulion  of 
gas  for  oil  in  light-houses,  and  asked  to  be  dis- 
charged from  its  further  consideration. 

The  committee  was  accordingly  discharged. 

Mr.  ATHEllTON,  from  tile  Coinmiitee  on 
Pensions,  reported  back  two  House  bills — one 
for  the  relief  of  Frederick  Hopkins,  and  the  other 
for  the  relief  of  June  McGuire,  widow  of  Tliomas 
MeGiiire — both  accompanied  by  adverse  reports; 
which  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  LiEIllllEN,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  which  had  been  referred  the  joint 
resolution  relative  to  alot  of  ground  at  Sandusky, 
in  the  Stale  of  Ohio,  asked  that  the  committee  be 
ilischar^ed  from  its  further  consideration,  and 
that  the  joint  resolution  be  referred  to  the  Coni- 
initiec  on  Public  Lands. 

The  reference  was  accordingly  made. 

Mr.  BATES,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
reported  back  the  House  bill  transferring  the  ex- 
rculion  of  a  certain  act  relating  to  the  removal  of 
Ihe  pension  agency  from  Iventucky  lo  Ohio,  (Cin- 
cinnati,) from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  and  recommended  its  passage. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  B.,  the  bill  was  taken  up, 
read, and  passed. 

Mr.  DAYTON,  from  the  Committee  nn  the 
Judiciary,  reporteil  back,  with  an  amendment,  the 
Pea  Patch  Island  bill,  which  was  recommitted 
yesterday. 

Mr.  WIHTE,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joshua 
Kiniiedy,of  Alabama,  with  an  amendment  merely 
filling  up  the  blank  left  for  the  sum. 

On  his  mmion,  the  bill  was  taken  up,  and  the 
nmendment  was  adopted — the  bill  then  taking  its 
j)lace  on  the  Calendar. 

Mr.  BERRIEN,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  wh<nn  had  been  referred  the  House 
bill  amendatory  of  tlieact  relating  to  the  election 
of  Presidentand  Vice  President,  reported  Ihe  same 
with  amendments,  (the  elfect  of  wljich  would  bo 
to  postpone  the  operation  of  the  bill  till  at'ter  the 
next  presidential  election.)  The  aini^fidments  were 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  DAYTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Building.s,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Daniel  Pettibonc,  in  relation  to  hot  air  stoves, 
reported  back  the  same,  and  asked  lo  be  dis- 
chargiHJ  from  it.s  further  cotisideration. 

The  committee  were  discharged  accordingly. 

Mr.  WHITE,  from  the  Committee  on  Intlian 
Affairs,  to  whom  had  been  referred  sundry  me- 
morials on  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
jinyment  of  certain  anearagofi  said  lo  be  due  to 
the  Stockbridge  tribe  of  Indian.^,  and  for  other 
purposes;  which  bill,  at  his  request,  was  read  a 
first  time,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 
UAnnOIl  IN  LAKK   MICIIIOAN. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  said  there  were  two  little 
bills  for  harbor  improvements  in  Lake  Michigan, 
which  he  hoped  the  Senate  would  consent  to  take 

.  up- 

The  PRESIDENT  said  there  were  resolutions 
offered  yesterday  which  had  precedence  of  ihe 
Culendnr. 

PATENT  OFFICE  RErORT. 

The  following  order,  siibmittetl  yesterday  by 
Mr.  Phki.ph,  was  ihen  taken  up  and  adopied: 

Ordered^  'I'liat  live  itiou.suiid  aclriUiuiiiti  ci>|iies  nt'  the 
aiiaunl  report  or  the  (.'orniiiis^tioner  nl'  ratnuts.  cnirniiiltii- 
cateil  lo  (.'origre.-is  at  Uie  present  He^^iioa,  tie  priateil  I'ur  llie 
use  ul'tlie  Senate. 

CAM-  FOB  INFORMATION. 

The  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Archer  yesler- 
tlay  was  also  adopted,  being  as  follows: 

Uetotrtfl.  Tliat  the  Premden^be  refiuci'teil,  if  not  Incom- 
p-ilU^lP  Willi  the  pulilic  interest,  to  cuiamiinlente  lo  the 
Senate  the  eurrenpnndeiiee  between  tile  late  nilni.*;terof  the 
United  Slaleit  In  Mexico  and  Uic  Minltttnr  of  Foreign  AT 
fairs  of  tlinl  Kepnblic,  niMni  the  fuhject  of  an  order  jusued 
liy  the  Mciiran  Uoveriinient,  eipelling  all  nnliveH  ol  the 
I'nited  fiiaies  from  Upper  (California  and  other  departnientit 
of  lUc  .^lexicun  Republic  ;  andaUo  the  correspondence  be- 
tween the  Knid  Ainericnn  MtniMler  .ind  tlic  ^lexic.nit  Mlnis- 
ler  of  Foreign  AITairii,  upon  the  order  proliihirtii!:  IcireiRners 
Ihe  privilege  of  Ihe  reuil  trade  in  Mexico,  ninl  which  ban 
laken  pliice  iinbtie(|tienily  lo  ibnt  bereloi'urecomuiuuicated 
to  Cuu^Tiiits  ou  the  buuie  subject. 


CAPTAIN  CRAM  8  REPORT. 
Mr.WHITEasked,and  obtained  leave, by  unan- 
imous consent,  lo  submit  a  motion,  the  oljject  of 
which  was  to  have  the  three  remaining  maps,  out 
of  the  twenty-six  accompanying  Capuiin  Cram's 
report  on  the  subject  of  improving  the  navigation 
of  the  Fall's  of  the  Ohio  river,  printed  along  with 
the  twenty-three  already  ordered  to  be  printed,  as 
it  was  not,  he  thought,  worih  while  to  have  the 
report  incomplete,  by  withholding  these  three 
maps,  the  cost  of  printing  which  would  not  ex- 
ceed, he  understood,  seventy-five  dollars. 

No  objection  being  made,  the  maps  were 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

IIOL'SE  BILLS  REFERRED. 
Several  bills  and  Joint  renolutions,  rct^eived  from 
the  House  of  llepresentntives,  were  taken   up, 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to  appro- 
priate standing  committees. 

BILLS  PASSED. 
The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  William 
Ellinii,  jr.,  of  Fulton  county,  Illinois,  was  read 
the  ihiril  time,  and  passed. 

Also,  the  engrossed  bill  authorizing  the  register 
of  the  British  bark  purchased  by  James  Wilson. 
IIARBOK  IN  LAKE  MICHIGAN. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  moved  to  postpone  the 
previous  busin«.ss,  with  a  view  of  inking  up  the 
two  House  bills  (Nos.  d40and  241)  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  harbor  improvements  in  Lake 
Michigan. 

Mr.  EVANShnpedtheprcviousbusiness  would 
not  be  postponed.  These  were  House  bills  that 
could  be  acted  upon  at  any  lime. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  assured  the  Senator  they 
would  cause  no  delay — they  would  be  passed  at 
once. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  would  vote  for  postpon- 
ing  all  other  bu.iiness,  with  a  view  of  going  into 
executive  session;  and  hoped  that  would  be  the 
condition  of  the  motion  lo  postpone. 

The  PRESIDENT  explainetl  that  they  would 
be  distinct  motions. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  would  then  move  to  lay 
the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Connecticut  on 
the  table;  and,  if  his  motion  prevailed,  he  would 
move  to  go  into  executive  session. 

Mr.  ALLEN  understanding  the  Senator's  ob- 
ject to  be  to  lay  the  motion  to  postpone  on  the 
table,  with  a  view  of  going  forthwith  into  execu- 
tive session,  called  for  the  yens  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  ARCHER  observed  that  nothing  would 
be  gained  bythis  delay;  perhaps  some  time  would 
be  saved  by  acquiescing  in  the  motion  to  post- 
pone, and  allowing  those  bills  to  be  disposed  of. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Critte.n- 
den's  motion  to  lay  the  motion  to  postpone  the 
previous  business  on  the  table;  and  it  was  nega- 
tived— yeas  17,  nays  20. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  motion  to 
postpone  the  previous  business,  and  taking  up  the 
Hon.se  bill  entitled  "An  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  certain  improvcmeiils  on  the  western 
shore  of  Lake  Miciiigan," 

Mr.  EVANS  hoped  the  motion  would  not  pre- 
vail. As- he  had  remarked  before,  the  House 
bills  could  be  passed  any  lime;  they  could  be  dis- 
posed of  within  ihe'last  three  daysof  the  .session. 
Not  so  with  regard  lo  Senate  bills,  which  have 
not  only  lo  be  considered,  and  probably  many 
debated  and  amended,  liul  lo  go  lo  the  House, 
and,  if  there  amended,  returned  to  the  Senate.  It 
was  best  lo  go  on  with  the  Senate  bills  on  the 
Calendar  first. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  wi.sheditlol>eiinderstood 
that  his  motion  was  made  with  a  view  of  carrying 
out  what  had  been  begun  by  the  prompt  action  of 
ihe  Senate  on  the  two  harbor  bills,  of  which  the 
two  small  bills  now  to  be  disposed  of  formed  a 
part;  but  being  territorial  bills  they  have  bijcn 
separated  from  the  large  harbor  bills.  The  same 
reasons  which  were  urged  in  favor  of  sfieedy  ac- 
tion on  the  harbor  bills,  applied  with  equal  foree 
to  these  small  bills.  Whatever  was  to  be  done 
should  be  commenced  early  in  the  seasion,  so  as 
to  be  completed  before  the  winter  sets  in;  and  at- 
this  advonccd  period  of  the  year,  there  was  not  a 
day  to  be  lost. 

Mr.  ARCHER  thought  there  was  great  force 
and  propriety  in  the  suggestion  of  the  Senator 
from  Maine,  as  lo  the  iicceBsily  which  exists  for 


proceeding  first  with  the  Senate  bills  on  the  Cal- 
endar, and  he  should  at  once  acquiesce  in  that 
suggestion  if,  in  the  present  instance,  there  would 
not  1)0  at  least  some  show  of  discourtesy  after  the 
vote  just  taken,  in  refusing  to  the  Senator  fmm 
Conneetieut  the  indulgence  which  had  heretofore 
been  accorded  lo  every  Senator  who  had  asked  it. 
He  should  vote  for  the  Senator's  motion  now, 
but  with  this  notice,  that  lierenflor  he  would  inva- 
riably, at  one  o'clock,  move  to  go  into  executive 
session,  and  should  not  yield  to  any  request  to 
waive  that  inolion,  no  mailer  from  whom  it  camf, 
or  for  what  object  it  was  made.  He  gave  this  nti- 
liceilmt  his  refusal  sliould  not  in  future  be  deemetl 
a  discourtesy. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  asked  what  neceasily  wa 
there  for  this  haste  about  these  harbor  bills?  Did 
not  one  of  those  already  passed  contain  appropri- 
ations for  those  lakes.' 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  said  not  for  the  territory 
on  Lake  Michigan. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  could  sec  no  reaaon  why 
this  subject  should  claim  precedeuce  above  all  othfr 
public  business,  even  business  of  great  national 
importance.  He  certainly  lliouglit  there  were 
many  bills  on  the  Calendar  of  more  importaiK«— 
bills  that  probably  would  demand  time  to  dispose 
of  Now,  if  these  two  little  bills  arc  so  perfectly 
plain  and  reasonable  thai  they  will  pass  the  mo- 
ment they  are  read,  there  can  be  no  danger  what- 
ever in  letting  them  stand  on  ihe  Calendar  till  they 
are  reached  in  their  proper  order.  Without  soim 
syalemalic  mode  of  proceeding,  it  would  lie  iin- 
possiblt^to  get  through  the  business  in  time,  par- 
ticularly if  ihesc  incessant  appeals  were  yielded 
to  for  selling  aside  the  general  orders  with  a  view 
of  taking  up  every  Utile  favorite  measure  of  thii 
kind.  He  should  vote  against  the  motion.  And 
he  would  now  give  notice  that  every  day,  till  the 
business  in  hand  in  executive  session  is  dispowd 
of,  he  would,  the  moment  the  Journal  was  read 
at  eleven  o'clock,  move  to  go  into  executive  ses- 
sion, with  a  view  of  expctfiting  the  public  busi- 
ness. 

Mr.  BATES,  although  favorable  to  those  two 
bills,  would  vote  against  the  motion  to  take  ihen 
up  now;  for  he  was  averse  to  any  inierfemice 
with  the  business  lo  be  disposed  of  in  executive 
session — business  of  vastly  more  importance  that 
these  little  harbor  bills. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  had  indulged  the  hope 
that  there  would  be  no  sort  of  objection  to  p«u- 
ing  these  bills  as  part  of  the  measure  adopted  id  iht 
two  general  harbor  bill/  already  passed.  They 
were  separated  from  them  because  they  were  let' 
rilorial  bills;  and  he  thought  it  was  the  uitdef- 
standlng  Ihal,  as  soon  as  the  harbor  bills  were 
disposed  of,  these  little  bills  would  be  taken  op 
ami  also  disposed  of  at  once,  and  for  the  saine 
reasons.  They  were  of  much  consequence  lo  the 
commerce  of  the  lakes,  and  ought  to  be  acted 
upon  without  delay. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  the  raoUM 
to  postpone  the  previous  business  was  negalived 
— ayes  13,  noes  16. 

EXECUTIVE  SESSION. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  moved  to  proceed  to  the 

consideration  of  executive  business.  . 

Mr.  ALLEN  suggested  that  it  would  be  smt 
impolicy,  at  this  laio  period  of  til-  '     ' 

vole  mosl  of  the  remaining  lime  !■ 
ihe  utter  neglect  of  all  the  onfini- 
tlie  Calendar.     He  pointed  out  many  imporuini 
public  bills  yet  lobe  acted  upon,  such  as  iMi  r»-r- 
ulaiing  the  election  of  electors  for  Pr' ^ 
Vice  President.  Already  had  the  Sen. 

upon  inakingexecutive  business  the  si.i    ....  

at  one  o'clock,  till  that  business  was  disposed  ol, 
leaving  the  hours  from  eleven  lo  one  for  advanc- 
ing the  general  orders.     Wos  it  not  lime  en"' 
to  go  ieto  executive  session  at  one  o'clock  > 
a  subjeat  which  now  could  not  li  "  '   ' 

underdebate  .'  Hedid  not  believe  ; 
of  importance  attaeiied  to  the  p':\ 
the  treaty — to  justify  Ihe  whole  alien; 
Senate  being  given  to  it,  to  the  utter  n- 
the  other  business  of  the  session,  now  tu  !••  s-'t- 
tled  within  the  present  and  the  next  week.     Ii 
seemed  to  him  to  be  unreasonable  lo  ask  the  tw« 
hours  allowed   for  the  morning  business  to  be 
devoted  to  ihis  subject.   The  subject  (the  tn-aty) 
had   to   be  decided   this  week  or  nexi  week,  b«l 
upon  what  particular  day  could  make  no  pocsi- 
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bic  difierence.  It  would  be  as  good  to  decide 
upon  it  one  day  as  another.  It  was  certainly  due 
to  the  country  lliat  its  general  legislation  should 
not  be  suspended  so  as  to  compel  its  being  acted 
upon  hastily,  in  perhaps  asingle  day,  at  the  close 
of  the  srssion. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  had  precisely  tliesame 
object  in  view  that  the  Senator  from  Ohio  ex 
pressed  himself  in  fuvor  of— the  limitation  of  the 
time  of  the  Senate  to  this  question  in  executive 
session,  and  the  advancement  of  the  general  busi- 
ness of  the  Calendar;  and  he  believed  his  mode 
of  reaching  that  object  would  be  most  effectual. 
He  deairedthe  Senate  to  devote  its  time,  for  a  day 
or  two,  exclusively  to  the  matter  in  hand  in  ex- 
ecutive session;  and  they  would  dispose  of  it  in 
that  way  much  sooner  than  bvtakingit  up  piece- 
meal cvfry  doy  at  one  o'clocK. 

Mr.  ARCHER  was  sorry  he  could  not  concur 
with  the  honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky,  see- 
ing that  his  wishes  were  so  intensely  fixed  upon 
his  plan  of  proceeding.  But  there  were  many 
considerations  opposed  to  such  an  imperious  rule 
as  that  sugge.stca.  Hitherto, there  had  been  com- 
paratively very  few  Haute  bills  sent  to  the  Sen- 
atCi  now  that  the  session  draws  to  its  close,  there 
have  been  many ,  and  there  will  doubtless  be  many 
more.  It  would  be  very  extraordinary  if  the  Sen- 
ate would,  by  its  own  voluntary  act,  preclude  it- 
self from  deliberate  nction  on  these  measures  of 
grave  legislation.  These  bills  will  all  consume 
lime;  they  may  want  amendments — in  which 
case  they  will  have  to  go  back  to  the  House,  and 
be  returned  to  the  Senate.  Now,  wer*  the  legis- 
lative functions  to  be  annulled,  for  the  sake  of 
proceeding  with  one  subject,  under  a  mere  ar- 
bitrary rule?  There  was  no  necessity  for  it. 
Ample  time  for  attending  to  that  subject  was  pro- 
vided for  by  setting  opart  each  day  from  one 
o'clock  for  IIS  consideration,  until  disposed  of. 
Whatever  might  be  the  disposition  of  the  Senate 
in  this  matter,  it  would  hardly  be  courteous  to 
those  who  expected  to  enter  tlie  debute  to-day  at 
one  o'clock,  to  be  called  upon  to  do  so  before  that 
hour.  He  suggested  that  to-day,  at  least,  the 
motion  should  he  put  olT  till  that  time. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  assured  the  Senator  from 
Vir;;iiiia  he  had  no  imperious  feeling  in  his  sug- 
gestion. 

•     IMr.  ARCHER  disclaimed  any  imputation  of 
the  kind. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  certainly  did  not  in- 
tend  

Mr.  ARCH  ERadmitted  that  perhaps  the  phrase 
"  vehement  desire"  would  have  better  expressed 
his  meaning. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  assured  the  Senator  that 
that  vehement  desire  resulted  from  his  anxiety  to 
economize  the  few  remaining  days  of  the  session; 
and  he  ielt  that  the  best  mode  of  accomplishing 
that  object  was  that  which  he  had  suggested. 

The  Senate  then  went  into  executive  session; 
and,  aAer  some  time  spent  therein,  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
TocsDAT,  June  4,  1844. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INOERSOLL  said  he  was  directed 
by  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  to  report  to 
the  House  a  resolution  calling  upon  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  if  not  incompatible  with  the 
public  interests,  to  communicate  to  this  House  all 
the  correspondence  between  this  Government  ond 
tlie  Government  of  Great  Britain,  alluded  to  in  his 
annual  messeige,  respecting  the  duties  imposed  on 
rough  rice  exported  from  the  United  States  to 
Oreat  Britain,  contrary  to  the  treaty  of  1815. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  moved  to  amend,  so  as  to 
call  also  for  all  documents,  correspondence,  toe., 
in  relation  to  the  Texan  treaty,  if  not  incompat- 
ible with  the  public  interests. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  desired  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  to  withdraw  his  amendment,  and 
not  therewith  embarrass  the  resolution  which  he 
bad  offered. 

Some  conversation  ensued ,  points  of  order  were 
raised,  and  an  appeal  was  inkcn  from  a  decision 
of  the  Chairby  Mr.  WHITE. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  said  he  feared,  if  he  with- 
drew his  amendment,  they  should  fuil  to  get  the 
papersand  correspondence  in  relation  to  ihcTexas 
treaty  before  the  House;  and  he  would  like  to 
have  the  opinion  of  the  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Affairs. 


Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  gave  it  as  his  opinion 
that  those  papers  would  be  got  before  the  House. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  then  agreed  to  withdraw  his 
amendment. 

Mr.  WHITE  withdrew  his  appeal. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

CIVIL  AND  DIPLOMATIC  BILL. 

Mr.  McKAY  submitted  a  resolution  fixing 
twelve  o'clock  to-morrow  to  terminate  debate  on 
the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation  bill  in  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  WHITE  hoped  one  day-more  would  be 
allowed.  The  general  debate  which  was  got  up 
yesterday  would,  in  nil  probability,  be  continued 
through  this  day;  and,  that  there  might  be  time 
for  the  discussion  of  the  provisions  of  this  bill, 
he  would  move  to  amend  the  resolution,  so  as  to 
fix  two  o'clock  on  Thursday  next  for  the  termin- 
ation of  the  debate.  He  hoped  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina  would  accept  his  amendment 
as  a  n)odification  of  his  resolution. 

Mr.  McKAY  would  not  consent  to  accept  the 
amendment  as  a  modification.  The  debate  yes- 
terday, OS  far  OS  it  proceeded,  had  no  relation 
whatever  to  the  bill  nefore  the  committee;  and 
he  could  not  consent  thus  to  extend  the  debate  on 
generalpolitics: 

Mr.  WHITE  made  some  remarks  in  favor  of 
his  amendment. 

Mr.  CHAPMAN,  of  Alabama,  said  the  sooner 
they  got  to  work,  the  sooner  they  would  get  rid 
of  the  bill.  He  therefore  moved  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  HOLMES  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  table;  but  his  motion  was  not  then  in  order. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  made  some  suggestions  in  re- 
lation to  thcamendment. 

Some  conversation  ensued  between  Messrs. 
WELLER,  C.  J.  INGERSOLL,  BARNARD, 
and  the  SPEAKER. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  moved  to  lay  the  res- 
olution on  the  table;  which  was  negatived,  the 
vote  being — ^y^"*  57,  nays  104. 

Mr.  WHITE  then  called  for  the  veas  and  nays 
on  his  amendment,  which  were  ortlered;  and  his 
amendment  was  negatived — yeas  66,  nays  98.     • 

The  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  [Mr.  McKat]  wbs  then  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKAY,  the  House  re- 
solved itself  int*  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Davis,  of  Indiana, 
in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  RATHBUN,  being  entitled  to  the  floor, 
proceed  to  address  the  committee,  reviewing  the 
arguments  of  those  who  had  preceded  him  in  the 
debate. 

Mr.  HOLMES  raised  the  point  of  order, 
whether,  upon  a  bill  involving,  as  this  did,  points 
of  great  importance  which  ought  to  be  discussed, 
it  was  in  order  for  the  gentleman  to  discuss  the 
respective  merits  uf  the  presidential  candidates, 
particularly  as  the  time  for  discussion  had  been 
limited. 

The  CHAIRMAN  overruled  the  pointof  order, 
and  decided  that,  as  this  course  of  debate  had 
always  heretofore  been  tolerated,  it  could  not 
properly  be  considered  out  of  order  at  this  time. 

Mr.  RATHBUN  proceeded.  He  glanced  at 
the  allusions  that  had  been  made  to  Mr.  Van 
Buren,  and  the  attempt  by  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Clinoman,]  and  others,  to 
fasten  upon  Mr.  Van  Buren  the  charge  of  having, 
during  his  administration,  saddled  upon  the  coun- 
try a  debt  which  he  left  to  his  successors  to  pay. 
After  vindicating  Mr.  Van  Buren,  he  alluded  to 
the  alleged  dissensions  ond  divisions  in  the  Dem- 
ocratic ranks.  They  h_ad  been  denominated  by 
their  opponents  a  doomed  parly;  but  recently  that 
tune  was  changed.  Their  denunciations  were 
becoming  as  mild  as  a  summer  morning,  know- 
ing,^s  they  could  not  help  knowing,  that  their 
hopes  and  expectations,  heretofore  so  sanguine, 
were  doomed  to  inevitable  disappointment. 

Mr.  SUMMERS  next  obtained  the  floor,  and 
entered  into  the  general  discussion  on  party  poli- 
tics; which  he  justified  by  the  examples  which 
had  become  a  precedent,  and  by  tne  import- 
ance of  the  contest  now  approaching.  He  com- 
mented on  the  action  of  the  Baltimore  National 
Democratic  Convention,  in  the  sacrifice  of  Mr. 
Van  Buren,  by  the  adoption  of  the  two-thirds 
rule,  whereby  the  voice  of  the  minority  becomes 


potential,  and  then  the  union  of  the  party  on 
Governor  Polk,  after  the  desperate  conflict  of 
dissensions  which  had  marked  the  period  preced- 
ing his  nomination.  He  compared  the  Demo- 
cratic party  to  two  shipwrecked  mariners,  who 
were  clinging  to  a  plank  on  .the  tempest-tossed 
ocean, each  struggling  to  obtain  exclusive  posses- 
sion to  the  destruction  of  the  other,  as  the  only 
means  of  salvation;  but,  when  providentially 
washed  ashore,  embracing  each  other,  and  uni- 
tedly singing  hDsaiinas  in  a  transport  of  joy. 
He  then  alluded  to  the  debate  of  yesterday,  in 
which  Governor  Polk's  opinions  on  a  protective 
tariff  were broughtinto  review;  and  oiuhat  branch 
of  the  subject  he  entered  at  great  length,  distin- 
guishing the  Clay  and  Frelinghuysen  ticket  as  the 
ticket  of  the  protectionists,  and  that  of  Polk  and 
Dallas  as  the  ticket  of  the  free-trade  anti-protec- 
tionisis.  He  then  proceeded  to  make  some  re- 
marks on  the  annexation  of  Texas;  on  whicKhe 
was  speaking  when  his  hour  expired. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  next  took  the  floor,  and  ad- 
dressed the  committee.  He  exhibited  thediscrep- 
ancies  between  the  statements  of  various  members 
of  the  Whig  party  regarding  theespcndiiures  of 
Mr.  Van  Buren 's  ndminisiration.  He  did  not 
undertake  to  defend  Mr.  Van  Buren;  it  was  not 
necessary  that  he  should  do  so;  it  was  sufficient 
for  him  to  show  that  the  statements  of  their  oppo- 
nents were  as  various  as  the  individuals  making 
them. 

Mr  McCLERNAND  nextaddessed  the  com- 
mittee, going  over  the  prominent  political  topics 
which  had  been  introduced  into  this  debate,  but 
dwelling  particularly  on  the  history  and  charac- 
ter of  Mr.  Clay,  the  presidential  candidate  of  tho 
Whig  party.  His  most  prominent  topics  were 
the  ruthless  dismissals  from  office  under  the 
leadership  of  Mr.  Clay,  after  the  accession  of 
General  Harrison;  his  dictatorial  legislative  con- 
trol; his  disregard  of  the  will  of  the  people,  and 
the  violation  of  the  instructions  of  his  State  Legis- 
Isture  in  relation  to  the  infamous  bankrupt  law. 
lie  also  commented  on  Mr.  Clay's  opposition  to 
the  annexation  of  Texas — a  measure  which  he 
deemed  of  inestimable  importance  to  this  coun- 
try; and  on  Mr.  Clay's  position  on  the  Oregon 
question,  together  with  his  denunciation  of  the 
western  settlers  on  the  public  lands.  With  these, 
and  many  other  kindred  topics,  he  consumed  the 
hour  allowed  •  him. 

Mr.  PEYTONcoramenced  by  aeulogium  upon 
Henry  Clay.  That  distinguished  statesman  had 
been  characterized  by  his  enemies  as  a  Cassar,  a 
Caligula,  a  Cromwell;  but  where  was  the  proof? 
Mr.  Clay  was  in  favor  of  the  majority  rule,  but 
modern  Democracy  was  in  favor  of  the  rule  of  a 
single  man.  Who  was  the  Ciesar?  who  the  Calig- 
ula? What  was  the  result  of  the  Democratic  con- 
vention which  assembled  expressly  to  nominate 
Mr.  Van  Buren?  Theresult  was,  thataman  was 
nominated  who  had  'heretofore  been  considered, 
by  his  own  party,  as  a  second  or  third  rate  roan, 
"rhis  nomination  was  probably  made  with  the  ex- 
pectation of  securing  the  aid  niid  assistance  of  the 
old  hero  of  the  Hermitage,  the  nominee  being  re- 
lated to  the  wife  of  that  venerable  man.  But  with 
what  correctness  they  hod  calculated,  would  per- 
haps appear  from  the  fact,  that  he  had  himself 
been  triumphantly  elected  within  a  pistol  shot  of 
the  Hermitage.  Nay ,  even  the  Democrats  them- 
selves were  incredulous  as  to  his  success.  A 
member  from  the  State  of  New  York,  on  this 
floor,  had  declared  in  his  hearing  that  there  was 
not  the  slightest  prospect  of  Colonel  Polk  being 
elected;  that  he  woula  not  receive  the  electoral 
vote  of  n  single  State,  except,  perhaps,  of  South 
Carolina,  andthat  would  depend  upon  the  caprice 
of  John  C.  Calhoun. 

Mr.  STETSON  called  upon  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  to  designate  the  member  from 
New  York  to  whom  he  alluded. 

Mr.  PEYTON  said  he  would  refer  the  gentle- 
to  a  Democratic  friend  of  his — Mr.  Black,  of 
South  Carolina.' 

Mr.  STETSON  insisted  on  being  informed  by 
the  gentleman  himself. 

Mr.  PEYTON  said  he  would  not  be  further 
interrupted.  Theconvention  nominated — whom? 
A  man  not  deemed  by  his  own  friends  qualified 
for  a  much  lower  office.  They  had  brought  out 
for  the  four-mile  heat  a  spavined,  ring-boned, 
string-halt,  broken-winded,  bob-tailed  pony,  to 
run  against  the  great  Eclipse.    [Laughter,  and 
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"  Your  Eclipse  never  won  a  lieat  yel !")  Il  wns 
a  maich  well  calculaied  to  excite  ridicule.  On 
the  one  hand,  a  man  who  was  identified  with  all 
the  groat  leadni;;  measures  of  the  country — a  man 
who  wns  every  incii  a  man — a  man  who  stands  a 
liend  and  shoulders  hi!;her  lliaii  any  other  man; 
and,  on  the  other  hand,  a  man  who  had  nothings 
to  recommend  him,  but  that  he  was  ft  protege  of 
General  Jackson. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  said  lie  had  not  i-alculated, 
when  he  entered  the  Hall  this  morning,  to  take 
nny  part  in  the  pending  debate.  He  had  been 
willing,  whether profuableorunprofiiable,  to  have 
left  it  to  others.  But  the  remark.s  of  the  genile- 
man  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Summers]  forced  him  to 
say  n  few  words  in  reply.  The  gi'ntleman  from 
Virginia  not  only  objecis  to  our  Democratic  can- 
didates, but  as  to  the  mode  of  our  selection.  Now, 
sir,  whatever  our  friends  elsewhere  may  have  had 
to  say  on  ihatsnbject,  he  thoughtonropponcnis, 
iieilher  here  nor  elsewhere,  had  any  right  to  in- 
terfere. Select  whom  we  might,  or  in  whatever 
way,  it  was  not  expected  to  command  ihe  appro- 
bation of  their  political  leaders.  But  he  was  not 
Burprised  at  the  opposition  of  the  Whigs  to  the 
two-thirds  principle.  It  was  that  great  conserv- 
ative principle,  as  ingrafied  in  the  Conslitutiun, 
which  had  liilherlo  saved  the  country  from  so 
mnch  mischief  at  their  hands.  It  will  be  recol- 
lected the  tv/o-third.s  principle  was  ndopledal  llie 
first  Democratic  convention  which  iiominaTed 
General' Jackson  and  Mr.  V.in  Boren,  in  1833. 
At  that  very  Congress,  the  bill  had  passed  re- 
chariering  that  corrunland  corrupting  institution, 
the  old  Bunk  of  Ihe  United  Stales,  ft  wns  vetoed 
by  General  Jackson;  and  because  two  thirds  of 
Congress  could  not  be  found  in  iis  favor,  it  did 
not  become  a  iaw.  What  followed?  Henry  Clay 
and  John  Sargeant  were  brought  out  nsthc  bank 
candidates.  The  result  was,  they  had  not  been 
able  to  put  the  old  hero  to  the  trot. 

Again,  in  1841,  the  Whigs,  in  opposition  to 
their  promises,  had  passed  a  bank  bill,  which 
President  Tyler  had  vetoed;  and  because  they 
could  not  command  two  thirds  of  Congress  to 
pass  the  bill,  they  not  only  wish  to  blot  out  this 
clause  of  the  Consiiiiition,  but  they  liatc  and  de- 
nounce everything  tliat  has  two  thirds  in  it.  But 
the  gcnilcinnn  says  our  nominations  liave  not 
been  well  received;  and  he  further  said  he  had 
received  a  letter  from  somewhere  in  the  Old  Do- 
minion, in  which  the  Democrats  Inld  complained 
of  the  noininatinii  of  Governor  Polk,  and  said  it 
was  a  Whig  lie.  Now,  he  did  not  know  who 
the  gentleman's  correspondent  might  be,  hut  lie 
very  much  suspected  hovvnsa  Whig.  But,  what- 
ever the  gentleman's  letters  may  say,  he  held  one 
in  his  hand  from  n  friend  in  the  metropolis  of 
Virginia,  which  told  a  very  dlflerent  tale.  There 
the  nominees  had  been  received  with  joy;  and  at 
a  public  meeting,  at  which  our  old  friend  Ritchie 
was  present,  on  the  annunciation  of  the  names  of 
the  nominees,  it  was  hailed  with  a  round  of  three 
times  three  hearty  cheers.  So  much  for  the  nom- 
ination of  our  candidates,  the  mode  of  effecting 
it,  and  its  reception  by  the  Democracy  of  the 
r.ountry ;  arid  as  we  ourselves  are  satisfied,  itcer- 
tainly  docs  not  become  the  Whigs  to  complain. 

The  gentleman  next  asks  what  we  have  lo  say 
for  our  candidate  in  regard  to  the  tariff.  He  goes, 
he  says,  for  Henry  Clay  and  a  tariff  for  protec- 
tion. We  go  for  Polk  and  a  tariff  for  revenue. 
The  gentleinanand  his  party  are  for  the  loomand 
the  spindle;  the  Democrats  arc  for  the  ax,  the 
epode,  and  the  plow.  They  seek  to  advance  the 
interest  of  the  manufacturer  alone;  we  desire  to 
Uikc  care  of  ih«  interestof  the  farmerofthe  North, 
the  agriculturist  of  the  West,  and  the  planter  of 
the  South.  With  these  objects  and  designs,  we 
are  prepared  to  go  before  the  country.  But  the 
(gentleman  from  Virginia  denounces  the  resolu- 
tions recently  adopted  at  a  Democratic  meeting 
in  Richmond,  denouncing  a  bank  *nd  a  protect- 
ive tariff.  He  had  not  expected  to  hear  a  denun- 
ciation of  such  resolutions  as  these  from  that 
source.  Has  the  gentleman  so  soon  forgotten  the 
address  and  resolutions  of  the  great  Virginia 
Whig  convention  of  1840.'  Then  we  were  told 
that  the  Whigs  of  that  Slate  and  their  candidate, 
Colonel  Harrison,  were  opposed  lo  a  bank  and 
Il  tariff  for  protection.  If  the  geiilleman  has  for- 
gotten these  things,  lei  him  consult  hiscolleague, 
[Mr.  Newton,)  who  will  tell  him  that,  in  poli- 
tics a»  in  other  transactions,  honesty  is  the  best 


policy.  But  how  long  is  it  since  the  gentleman 
nas  become  so  warm  an  advocate  for  a  tariff.' 
What  has  awakened  this  new-born  real.'  Did 
he  vole  for  ihe  tariff  of  1842.'  The  gentleman  says 
he  did  not,  because  it  did  not  contain  the  dislii- 
buiion  clause.  Then  it  wasdisiributionihe  gen- 
tleman wanted,  and  not  the  tariff.  Mr.  Chair- 
man, what  a  strange  inconsistency  does  the  Whig 
party  exhibit  on  this  subject !  In  1842,  not  u 
Whig  from  the  States  of  Virginia,  North  Caro- 
lina, Georgia,  or  Alabama,  voted  for  the  tariff  in 
cither  branch  of  tlie  national  Legislature,  save 
only  one  in  Virginia,  and  one  in  North  Carolina; 
and  now  every  man  of  them,  save  one  from  Geor- 
gia, vote  against  every  modification  of  ihat  meas- 
ure. Then  they  went  for  revenue;  now  they  seem 
to  think  of  nothing,  and  to  care  for  nothing,  but 
the  manufacturer. 

And  now,  sir,  let  me  say  a  word  of  this  distri- 
bution bill,  which  gentlemen  have  so  much  at 
heart.  In  1837-38,  the  Whig  party  were  in  a 
majority  in  the  Legislature  of  his  State.  They 
then  passed  resolutions,  denouncing,  among  other 
things,  the  preemption  principles,  as  robbing  the 
old  States  for  the  benent  of  the  new.  The  two 
Democratic  Senators  from  the  State  voted  against 
the  preemption  bill  of  1838.  They  went  out,  and 
the  Whig  Senators  from  the  Slate  came  in;  and 
these  gentlemen  both  voted  for  the  distribution, 
containing  this  preemplion  principle.  And  pray, 
what  excuse  is  rendered  for  this  gross  act  of  in- 
consistency.' Mr.  S.  said  he  found  it  slated  by  a 
Whig  paper  (the  FayettesviUeObiscrver)  that  the 
Whig  candidate  for  Governor  in  North  Carolina, 
and  who  had  been  one  of  those  Whig  Senators,  had 
said  that  those  prei}mption  bills"  were  as  unlike  as 
a  monkey  was  unlike  a  man;  "that  the  Democratic 
bill  was  for  the  benefit  of  the  speculator,  whilst 
the  Whig  measure  was  for  the  bene'fit  of  the  ac- 
tual settler — the  poor  man.  Mr.  Chairman,  it 
may  bo  asked,  why  has  this  subject  been  intro- 
duced here?  Mr.  S.  would  answer,  and  say  why 
he  desired  to  jiitroducc  it  here:  because  he  desired 
western  Whigs,  who  understood  this  subject 
practically,  lo  put  him  right  if  he  slated  what  was 
wrong;  for  he  asserted  in  their  presence,  and  chal- 
lenged contradiction,  that,  so  far  from  being  ihe 
Tact,  the  actof  1842actually  extunded  rather  than 
restrained  the  reslrictioiisof  the  act  of  1838.  The 
actof  1838  declared  that  every  actual  settler  of  the 
public  lands,  being  the  he.-^d  of  n/amily,  or  over 
iwenty-one  years  of  age,  who  was  in  possession, 
and  a  housekeeper,  by  personal  residence  there- 
on, at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  this  act,  and  for 
four  months  next  precedin",  shall  be  entitled," 
&c.,  to  a  quarter  section  at  the  Government  price. 
It  further  requires  that  the  claimant  shall  swear 
"  he  entered  upon  the  land  in  his  own  right,  and 
exclusively  for  his  own  use  and  benefit;"  and  if 
he  "  he  swedrs  fnLsely  in  the  premises,  he  shall 
be  subject  to  all  the  pains  and  penalties  of  per- 
jury.' So  much  for  the  Democratic  law,  which 
is  charged  to  be  for  the  benefit  of  ihe  speculator. 
Now  for  the  Whig  law  of  1842:  "That  from  and 
after  the  passage  of  this  act,  every  person,  being 
the  head  of  a  family,  or  widow,  or  single  man 
over  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  being  a 
citizen  of  the  United  Slates,  or  having  filed  Tiis 
declaration  of  inteniion  lo  become  a  citizen,  &c., 
and  who  has  or  shall  erect  a  dwelling  ihcreon, 
shall  be  authorized  to  enter,"  &c.  Now,  sir,  if 
there  be  any  difference,  it  is  for  the  benefit  of  the 
foreigner,  and  not  the  poor  American  citizen.  Mr. 
S.  said  he  called  upon  genllemen  from  the  West 
lo  say  if,  luaciicnlly,  ilic  act  of  1838  was  more 
advantageous  lo  the  speculator  than  ihe  act  of 
1842.  From  them  he  understood  there  had  been 
no  difference  iu  the  operation  of  the  two  meas- 
ures. 

Having  thus  followed  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, he  desired  lo  notice  another  important  mat- 
ter to  which  that  gentleman  had  referred,  and  that 
was  the  question  of  Texas.  The  gentlemdii  com- 
menced by  denouncing  the  treaty — why,  or  where- 
fore, he  did  not  tell  us.  He  said  he  was  for  an- 
nexation at  a  proper  lime.  Did  he  tell  us  when? 
No;  but  he  said  he  was  for  it  when  it  could  be 
obtained  without  violating  our  treaties  with  Mex- 
ico. He  did  say,  what  he  was  glad  to  hear,  that 
he  protested  against  any  interference  in  this  ques- 
tion by  foreign  Powers.  It  was  a  question  that 
belongs  to  Mexico, Texas,  and  the  United  States 
alone;  that  he  was  willing  to  resist  any  attempt 
on  the  pari  of  England  to  colonize  Texas.  Thus 


far  Ihe  gentleman  spoke  like  an  American;  and  he 
would  say  he  was  as  unwilling  to  see  England 
touch  any  of  our  soil  in  Oregon,  as  he  was  to  Kt 
her  lake  possession  of  Texas.  But  Mr.  S.  begged 
to  ask  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  distinctly, 
whether  his  norihern  Whig  friends  would  back 
him  in  that  declaration  ?  He  heard  no  response  in 
the  affirmative.  So  Mr.  Clay  hud  said  he  would 
go  to  war  rather  than  England  should  take  pos- 
session of  Texas.  Will  he  tell  us,  or  will  anrof 
his  norihern  friends  tellus,if  they  will  sustain  him 
in  thai;  and  whether  a  respectable  portion  of  lh» 
norihern  Whigs  will  not  say,  "No?" 

But  Mr.  S.  would  inquire  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  when  was  it  this  new  zeal  for  trea lies  was 
awakened  in  the  breast  of  his  great  leader?  Did 
he  feel  it  in  1825,  when  he  proposed  to  purrhaw 
Texas  of  Mexico,  long  before  the  independenM 
of  Mexico  was  acknowledged  by  Spain?  We 
then  had  the  same  treaty  stipulations  with  Spaio, 
ihe  mother  country,  we  now  have  with  Mexico. 
There  was  a  much  stronger  effort  then  making  by 
Spain  to  recover  Mexico  than  there  is  by  ibe  latter 
power  to  regain  Texas. 

But  he  begged  to  call  the  attention  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  and  of  the  committee  to  an- 
other important  transaction,  having  a  direct  bear- 
ing on  this  question.  In  1812  a  law  was  passed 
by  Congress  fixing  the  limits  and  organizing  the 
governmeni  of  Louisiana  as  a  Stale.  At  the  same 
session  a  bill  was  also  introduced  and  passed  ex- 
t>!nding  the  limits  of  the  Stale  of  Louisiana.  How 
extending  her  limits?  By  including  any  part  of 
the  territory  acquired  by  the  treaty  of  1803?  No, 
sir;  but  by  taking  into  ihe  State  of  Louisiana  • 
part  of  the  acknowledged  and  admitted  territory 
of  old  Spain;  a  territory  which  had  been  taken, 
not  by  purchase  or  treaty,  but  by  conquest — by 
actual  force.  Yes,  this  territory,  then  ocouirto, 
as  he  was  informed  by  his  frienJ  from  Louisiaos, 
[Mr.  Dawsok,]  now  formed  his  congressional  dis- 
trict. That  bill  passed  the  Senate,  where  it  wu 
first  introduced,  by  yeas  21,  nays  5;  and  these 
five  were  all  Federnlisls.*  Did  you  hearanyibing 
then  of  treaty  obligations — of  war?  No;  and  you 
would  hear  nothing  of  it  now,  but  for  the  influ- 
ence of  lliis  respectable  portion  of  the  Union.  But 
he  desired  to  understand  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, as  he  did  not  gel  through  with  his  propo- 
sition before  the  expiration  of  his  hour.  '  • 

[Here  Mr.  S.  gave  way  to  Mr.  Scmucbs  for 
an  explanation.] 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  resumed,  and  said  he  thos 
understood  the  gentleman,  and  that  was,  that  ges- 
tlnnuin  proposed  that  the  friends  of  Texas  should 
first  pass  a  resolution  declaring  that  Texas  should 
be  left  lo  continue  or  forbid  the  introduction  of 
slaves  into  ihe  Stales  which  might  be  hcr«aA«T 
formed,  as  they  should  think  fit;  in  other  vords, 
that  we  should  settle  ihe  question  in  adTaDce.aad 
not  have  another  Missouri  question. 

The  gentleman  proposes  to  get  up  a  Miasoori 
question  now,  to  prevent  its  arising  hereafter. 
We  answer — or,  at  least,  he,  for  one,  denied  this 
power  of  imposing  restrictions  to  the  prejudice  rf 
the  South.  But  if  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  if 
prepared,  as  a  southern  man,  to  bring  forvanl 
sucn  a  proposition,  let  him  do  it;  and  we  shall  SR 
how  many  of  his  norihern  friends  will  stand  bjr 
him.  He  very  much  feared  this  was  oaij  aa 
effort  lo  embarrass  the  question  of  annexatioD, 
and  might  be  intended  lo  relieve  certain  gentle- 
men from  ihc  false  position  they  now  occupied 
in  regard  to  the  question.  However  that  may 
be,  we  shall  see  and  judge  for  ourselves  when  Uie 
proposition  is  submitted. 

He  should  here  leave  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
gini:i;  and  he  had  but  a  word  for  the  geiiltemaa 
from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Pevton.]  That  geadc- 
man  had  referred  to  several  old  newspaper  doea- 
metits  to  prove  who  had  been  Federalists  and 
were  now  Democrats.  He  said  be  intended  le 
use  this  as  Whig  ammunition.  Mr.  S.  desired 
to  give  the  gentleman  a  single  reference,  and  that 
was  to  the  Journal  of  the  House,  on  the  reaoio- 

*  A  bill  to  extend  the  ltiult.4  of  Louisiana.  On  tbeqao- 
tioa,  Siiall  it  pn.s!i?  iho^f  who  ruted  In  the  aftnasttn 
wcri;  Mcf>i«r:«.  .Anderscm,  Bihb,  nreni,  Campbell.  Canttet. 
Cutt$,  Glllmrd,  Giles,  Giliiian.  Ong)!,  Hiiwdl,  Leib.  Fefe, 
jilililh  uf  .tliiryland,  Smith  nf  New  York,  Talt,  Tsyttt. 
Turner,  V'nrnuin,  and  Witilhinetnn. 

NaY8— Messrs.  I)nn.i,  Goodrich,  Lambert,  Lloyd,  Bii 
Rend.     (Srn:ile  Jiiiinnl,  |i.  9f,  December,  18rt-> 

The  bill  pa-»setl  the  lluiis«  of  RcpreseotaliTes  i 
dlviialun  ;  Neiiry  Clay,  8p«akcr. 


tion  of  thanks  offered  to  Henry  ylay,  when  leav- 
ing the  Speaker's  chair  as  a  minister  to  Ghent. 
Amongst  the  fourteen  who  voted  against  that  res- 
olution, the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  would 
find  ttie  name  of  Daniel  Webster,  now  one  of  the 
gentleman's  great  Whig  leaders.  He  heard  with 
regret  the  gentleman  speak  in  such  humbling  and 
disparaging  terms  of  James  K.  Polk.  He  cer- 
tainly did  not  object  to  the  gentleman's  praise  of 
Henry  Clay;  but  he  had  thought,  as  Mr.  Polk 
had  once  been  the  Governor  of  the  gentleman's 
State,  elected  by  the  people,  silence,  if  the  gen- 
tleman could  not  have  praised,  would  the  better 
have  become  a  Tennesseean. 

He  had  but  a  word  to  say  of  James  K.  Polk. 
He  had  met  that  gentleman  in  Congress  in  1825. 
His  private  character  was  free  from  blemish. 
He  was  possessed  of  fine  talents,  untiringindustry 
and  perseverance;  and  whatever  gentlemen  might 
say  to  disparage  him,  the  man  wiio  had  occupied 
the  stations  James  K.  Polk  had  done  in  that 
House  was  no  ordinary  man.  First  a  member 
of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs;  chairman 
of  the  Ways  and  M^ans;  Speaker  of  the  House, 
with  an  opposition  to  contend  against  as  talented 
and  as  bitter  as  had  ever  appeared  within  this 
Hall;  and  yet  James  K.  Polk  sustained  himself 
with  honor  and  credit  in  the  estimaition  of  his 
friends.  He  was  forced  to  refer  to  an  article 
which  appeared  in  this  morning's  Globe,over  the 
signature  of  J.  C.  Rives,  one  of  the  editors.  This, 
he  did  with  reluctance.  He  understood  himself, 
as  the  person  alludctl  to,  "who  was  lying  on  the 
settee  bekiud  the  Speaker's  chair,  while  the  vote 
was  taking  on  the  (tariff)  bill."  Mr.  S.  would 
only  say,  if  Mr.  Rives  thought  he  saw  him  on 
the  settee  behind  the  Speaker's  chair,  he  was 
mistaken.  Mr.  S.  voted  for  one  or  tv^  amend- 
ments, others  he  voted  against,  and  on  some  he 
did  not  vote  at  all.  He  refrained  from  doing  so, 
not  because  he  was  indifferent  to  the  fate  of  the 
bill,  but  because  these  amendments  were  moved 
by  political  friends,  who  desired  to  carry  them  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  so  that  they  might  have 
the  yeas  and  nays  on  them  in  the  House,  which 
(hey  could  not  have,  if  the  previous  question 
should  be  moved,  unless  they  had  been  adopted 
in  committee.  Mr.  S.  only  regretted ,  that  after 
carrying  these  amendments  gentlemen  who  had 
voted  for  them  there,  voted  in  the  House  to  lay 
the  bill  on  the  table. 

The  same  article  referred  to  him  as  a  southern 
friend  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  He  desired  now  to  say, 
whatever  he  may  have  been,  we  have  no  longer 
in  our  ranks  Calhoun  men  and  Van  Buren  men; 
these  distinctions  were  now  gone;  these  lines 
were  now  blotted  out.  We  should  now  rally  as 
Democrats,  and  march  under  its  banner  as  one 
man,  fighting  a  common  enemy.  And  he  was 
prepared  to  soy,  whether  Calhoun  men  or  Van 
Buren  men,  damn  him  who  faltered  in  the  csntest. 
Before  he  sat  down,  he  would  notice  a  remark 
with  which  he  had  been  taunted  on  his  return  from 
Baltimore;  and  that  was,  whether  he  had  ven- 
tured to  pledge  North  Carolina.  He  had  not 
represented  North  Carolina  in  the  convention, 
but  he  had  represented  the  county  where  James 
K.  Polk  was  born,  (Mecklenburg.)  He  had  ven- 
tured, and  he  now  renewed  the  pledge,  that  that 
county,  whose  inhabitants  had  stood  by  their 
country  in  1775,  who  had  voted  for  Jefferson  in 
the  great  civil  revolution  of  1800,  for  James  Mad- 
ison in  1812,  for  Andrew  Jackson  in  1838,  and 
for  Martin  Van  Buren  in  1840,  would  sustain 
her  son,  James  K.  Polk,  and  George  M.  Dallas, 
with  atriumphantmajority  in  1844.  This  pledge 
he  made,  and  had  no  fear  that  it  w^Id  be  faith- 
fully redeemed. 

Mr.  Bl  DL ACK  agreed  with  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  [Mr.  Schmers]  that  the  custom  of  dis- 
cussing irrelevant  topics  when  particular  meas- 
ures were  before  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
was  one  which  would  be  "  more  honored  in  the 
breach  than  in  the  observance;"  but  as  these 
tbpics  had  been  introduced  by  a  colleague  of  his, 
[Ml'.  MoRiiis,]  it  was  perhaps  right  that  he  should 
make  some  few  observations  thereon.  He  then 
indulged  in  a  commentary  on  the  remarks  of  pre- 
ceding speakers.  Gentlemen  on  the  other  side  I 
were  very  much  astonished  that  Democrats  should  i 
be  induced  to  vote  for  a  man  who,  according  to 
their  own  showing,  entertained  the  same  princi- 
ples and  opinions  ns  their  own  boasted  leaders. 
Colonel  Pulk  was  in  favor  of  a  revenue  tariffr^nd 


It  was  the  true  Democratic  doctrine.  They  wanted 
only  a  tariff  for  revenue.  [Do  you  want  no  pro- 
tection for  iron  ?]  We  never  had,  and  I  doubt 
whether  we  will,  ever  want  anything  more  than 
a  revenue  rate  of  duties  on  iron .  He  was  in  favor 
of  such  a  rate  of  duties  as  would  keep  up  a  com- 
petition between  the  foreign  producerand  the  do- 
mestic fabricator,  to  such  an  extent  that  neither 
the  one  nor  the  other  would  have  it  in  his  power 
to  impose  upon  the  consumer.  This  he  consid- 
ered good  and  sound  Democratic  doctrine.  Yes, 
and  for  this  he  had  llie  highest  authority  in  the 
letter  which  had  been  read  to-day  from  General 
Jackson  himself.  The  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see [Mr.  Peyton]  had  said  that  Governor  Polk 
had  never  been  known  to  swerve  a  hair's  breadth 
from  the  doctrines  of  General  Jackson,  and  he 
took  it  for  granted,  therefore,  that  he  would  still 
stand  up  to  them. 

It  was  an  unfortunate  comparison  that  was 
made  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  of  the 
candidate  of  the  Democratic  party  to  a  pony,  and 
of  his  own  to  a  successful  racer,  Eclipse,  when 
it  was  remembered  that  as  often  as  the  Eclipse 
had  been  brought  into  the  field,  he  had  been  dis- 
tanced; and  on  one  occasion,  in  1840,  was  even 
deemed  unworthy  to  enter  the  course  at  all. 
[Laughter.]  Mr.  B.  proceeded  in  a  jocular  view 
to  exhibit  the  inconsistency  of  Mr.  Clay.  • 

Mr.  FOOTE  obtained  the  floor,  and  addressed 
the  committee  during  the  allotted  hour,  confining 
himself  chiefly  to  the  subject  of  promises  and 
pledges;  first,  those  of  the  Whig  porty,  which  he 
maintained  were  yet  certain  of  accomplishment, 
although  hitherto  they  had  been  deterred  from 
carrying  out  their  policy  by  adverse  circum- 
stances. When  that  policy  came  to  be  fairly 
tested,  its  incalculable  uenefits  would  be  felt  and 
appreciated;  and  secondly,  the  proiriises  of  the 
Democratic  party,  the  fulfillment  of  which,  he 
declared,  had  entailed  upon  the  country  the  most 
disastrous  consequences. 

Mr.  HENLEY  obtained  the  floor;  but  gave 
way  to  a  motion  that  the  committee  rise. 

The  votes,  being  counted  by  tellers,  were — ayes 
36,  noes  65;  no  quorum  voting. 

The  committee  rose,  and  reported  that  they  had 
found  themselves  without  a  quorum. 

Mr.  HOGE  moved  that  the  House  adjourn. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded,  and  or- 
dered; and  being  taken,  were — yeas  27,  nays  69; 
not  a  quorum. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky,  moved  a  callof  tlic 
House. 

On  this  motion,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  or- 
dered; and  being  taken,  resulted — yeas  44,  nays 
51. 

Mr.  C.  ^JOHNSON  moved  that  when  this 
House  adjourns,  in  adjourn  to~meel  at  eight 
o'clock,  a.  m. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  to  amend,  by  striking  out 
eight  and  inserting  four  o'clock. 

The  question  being  put,  it  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative;  but  there  being  no  quorum  present, 
the  affirmative  decision  was  of  no  avail. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

The  following  peUtlons,  presented  to-dny,  were  handed 
to  the  reporter  by  the  meniiwrs  presenting  thptn : 

By  Mr.  U.  JOHNSON :  The  following  memorial  of  the 
puljlishersand  Bni<tsof  the  city  of  New  York;  wblcbtvu 
referred  to  Uio  Couiinittce  on  tlie  Library : 

ToUtehonoraUtlheUouKO/lUfrtKntativetoftlu  United 

Statu: 

We,  the  m^inorialliit*  whose  mmes  are  hereuntonfflxed, 
pray  your  hanomlile  body  that  the  publication  and  illustra- 
tion of  the  results  of  the  exploring  expedition  maybe  con- 
fined to  American  talent  atone ;  and  hi  order  to  its  efficacy, 
your  memurlollfit'i  pray  tbat  the  tiub-commidecto  whom  is 
intru!iled  the  publication  of  this  great  nalinnal  work  may 
be  composed  of  not  less  than  three  selected  from  the  Joint 
Librar)*  Committee  ;  and  in  order  to  a  fair  and  hniiorabie 
competition,  and  to  prevent  contracts  being  made  by  irre- 
sponsible persons,  the  suld  sub-coininittee  cause  to  lie  laid 
before  tiiem  specimens  and  prices,  Uicrcby  superseding  the 
necessity  of  a  superintendent  of  embellishmenia,  now  em- 
ployed at  a  salary  of  9a,(X}U  per  annum.  Your  memorial- 
ists have  reason  to  believe  Uiat  foreign  artists  are  now,  or 
have  been,  already  employed  In  the  execution  ofUlis  great 
work.  Your  memorialists  Uierefure  humbly  pray  that  Con- 
gress will  see  the  oecesslty  of  passing  a  r«H>lution  to  this 
effect. 

Also,  resolutions  of  the  citizens  of  lleory  county,  in  tbe 
State  of  Tennessee ;  and  resolutions  of  the  citizens  of 
Hardeman  county,  praying  the  reannczation  ofTezas; 
which  were  referred  to  the  CommiUee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

By  Mr.  HUPKINS:  The  memorial  of  the  president  and 
cashier  of  the  Bank  of  the  Metiopolls,  in  tbe  city  of  Wasli- 
Ington,  asking  for  an  appropriation  to  satisfy  a  judgment 
obuUned  by  the  Baok  of  tlie  United  States,  la  tbe  circuit 


court  oftne  l>lstrict  of  colambla,  and  sulMequendy  sflliiDed 
by  the  Supreme  Court  of  tlie  United  Slates,  This  Judg- 
ment having  been  rendered  on  account  of  transactions 
with  tiie  Post  Office  Departmeut,  and  Mr.  If.  bavlng  been 
requested  to  slve  the  memorial  that  direction,  it  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  tbe  Post  Offiee  and  Poet  Roads. 
By  Mr.  BLACKWELL :  Tbe  petition  of  George  W. 
Rice  and  one  hundred  and  twenty-two  others,  praying  for 
the  esublishment  of  a  post  mute  from  Battle  Creek,  Ten- 
nessee, by  wa/of  Rice's  Ferry,  on  the  Tennessee  river, 
William  H.  Chester's,  Esq.,  Levi  Cosh's,  to  Lebanon, 
Alabama ;  which  was  referred  to  tbe  ComoUttes  on  tlM 
Post  Office  sad  Post  Roads. 


IN  SENATE. 
Wednesoat,  June  5,  1844. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  communication  from  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, inclosing  Professor  Morse's  report  of 
the  completion  of  the  electro-magnetic  tel^rapb, 
from  the  city  of  Washington  to  the  city  of  Balti- 
more, as  authorized  by  tne  act  of  March  3, 1843. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  ad  tntmm,  in 
making  this  communication,  says: 

"  I  beg  leave  to  stale  that  the  perfect  practicability  of  the 
saytem  has  been  fully  and  sntlslacloriiy  established  by  the 
work  already  completed.  I'he  subject  is  respectfully  sul>- 
mitted  to  the  consideraUon  of  Congress  for  such  farther 
directions  in  tbe  matter  as  may  be  deemed  ezpedlent," 

The  report  details  the  operations  in  bringing 
the  experiment  to  a  successful  issue,  and  statea 
that,  although  the  estimates  were  that  the  cost  of 
the  conducting  wires  in  pipes  would  be  $583  per 
mile,  and  on  posts  (350,  the  actual  cost  was  con- 


until  Congress  sees  fit  to  extend  the  experiment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  the  communication 
and  report  were  referred  to  the  Committee  oa 
Naval  Affairs. 

MEMORIALS. 

Mr.  ARCHER  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
town  of  Norfolk,  Virginia,  praying  for  the  imme- 
diate annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United  States; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations. 

Mr.  PEARCE  laid  before  the  Senate  a  memorial 
from  certain  citizens  of  Cecil  county,  Maryland, 
remonstrating  against  the  annexation  of  Texas  to 
the  United  States.  Mr.  P.  said  that,  in  addition 
to  this  remonstrance,  the  memorialists  remark 
that— 

'*  Inasmuch  as  John  Tyler  appesn  so  devotedly  wedded 
to  Texas  and  her  Interests,  we,  your  petitioners,  do  pledge 
ourselves  to  aid  most  cheerfully,  to  the  extent  of  our  hum- 
ble abilities,  in  enabling  him  to  incorporate  himself  with 
that  Government,  yielding  to  her  the  honor  of  possessing 
(In  his  accidency)  such  a  dUHngwkttl  citizen  and  zealous 
n-leud,  congratulating  ourselves  uptm  having  found  and 
provided  for  him  a  field  of  oprretioo  more  congenial  to  bis 
versatile  genius,  and  where  his  conduct  will  iie  better  ap- 
preciated than  in  our  plain  and  honest  Republic." 

He  did  not  know  whether  these  expreasiooa 
were  of  that  offensive  character  which  would 
make  it  improper  to  present  the  memorial. 

The  PRESIDENT  observed  that  tbe  memorial 
could  be  laid  on  the  table. 

.It  was  accordingly  laid  on  the  table. 

GBORQE  MATFIKLD. 

Mr,  FOSTER,  pursuant  to  notice  heretofore 
given,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  Introduce  A 
bill  for  the  relief  of  George  May  field ;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  tne  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims, 

REPORTS  FROM  C0MMITTXE8. 

Mr.  EVANS,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
submitted  the  following  reports: 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
making  appropriations  for  the  Post  Office  Depar- 
ment  for  the  fiscal  year,  from  30th  June,  1844,  to 
30th  June,  1845,  without  amendment. 

The  House  joint  'resolution  authorizing  the 
transfer  of  clerics  in  the  Treasury  Department, 
without  amendment. 

The  memorial  of  the  New  York  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  praying  for  the  establishment  of  a 
branch  mint  in  the  city  of  New  York;  from  the 
further  consideration  of  which  tbe  committee 
asked  to  be  discharged.      • 

The.committee  was  discharged  accordingly. 

The  petition  of  a  number  of  looking-glass  man- 
ufacturers, carvers,  and  gilders,  and  silverers  of 
looking-glasses,  praying  fiir  a  remission  of  duties; 
from  the  further  consideration  of  which  the  com- 
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mitloi;  nsked  to  be  dischnrged.     The  comm.iuee 
were  discliargid. 

The  numoiial  of  John  MoDowal,  willi  ein 
adverse  rtpon.  The  repon  wus  ordered  lo  be 
primed. 

Also,  several  memorials  of  States  and  railroad 
compiiiiies,  with  n  jjard  lo  which  the  committee 
had  Instruiti  d  him  lo  report  a  hill.  • 

The  bill  eniitli  d  "Ari  act  for  the  relief  of  certain 
Stai<s  and  rnilroail  com|iaiiics  named  therein" 
was  nad.and  ordered  to  be  read  n  second  time. 

Mr.  WUIGH  T,  from  theConiiniitee  on  Cojn- 
merce,  reporliil  back  House  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Amos  Priictur,  and  asked  that  the  committee  be 
discharged  from  its  further  consideration,  and  that 
the  bill  be  riferri'd  to  the  Comjnittee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary.    The  liill  was  referred  accordingly. 

Mr.  BAYARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Afiliirs,  reported  back  the  joint  riaulution  author- 
izing Captain  James  Lowe  to  assign  a  certain  sec- 
tion of  land,  and  an  act  authoiizino;  the  utility  of 
submarine  telescopes  to  be  tested,  without  amend- 
ment, and  recommendid  their  passage. 

Mr.  WOOUBRtUGli,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  reported  back  House  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Henry  Newenhan.and  recommended  its 
pa.ssage. 

Also,  from  the  Committee  on  C(n)imercc,a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  John  McColgan,  without  amend- 
meiit. 

I'KA  l'.\TCII  1SI,.\ND. 

On  motion  ofMr.  HA  YARD, the  bill  forquiet- 
ing  the  title  of  the  United  Slates  lo  Pea  Patch 
island-was  taken  up  as  in  Cominillee  of  ihe  Whole, 
and  the  amendment  reported  by  the  Commillee  on 
Ihe  Judiciary  on  lis  recomminal,  subsiiinling  the 
name  of  Rogrr  B.  Taney  for  tliat  of  Horace  Biii- 
liey  as  refi-ree,  was  adopted. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  hack  to  the  Senate; 
the  amendment  was  concurred  in;  and,  on  the 
queslion  of  engrossment,  ihe  yeas  antl  nays,  on 
aemaiid  of  Mr.  Tappax,  were  taken, and  resulted 
^yeas  31),  nays  (i;  as  follows: 

VK.AS — ^ffssiv-;.  Archer,  Unrrciw,  Hate:*,  Dny.iril,  Bprriea, 
niK'tlaiiali,  ClniiU<s  Clayton,  t'rilteiKlen,  L):iytoti,  Evuiiii, 
Fo-^t<-r,  Fiaiiciii,  llftiiVrsoii,  IJiliitintflnii,  Jiiriiagiii,  Jtilni- 
81)11,  MiHi;;iiin.  Miller.  Miti-eliead.  I'laree,  l'ttrV:r,  .Sevier, 
t^iimii-inr^,  .stuffji-oii, 'fall niad«e,V\*lilt<!,VVo(Hlhri(Jge, Wood- 
bury, njiil  Wright — :tU. 

NAVS— .\I<'s>.rs.  Allen,  Atcllison,  AtUerlon,  neutoii,  Ful- 
tuii,  aiai  'i'ap|)aii— (J. 

So  the  hill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed;  and 
WHS  then  read  the  third  lime,  and  passed. 

E.XECUTIVE  SESSrOX. 

Mr.  HENDERSON  moved  to  postpone  ihe  pre- 
vious orders,  with  a  view  of  taking  up  the  House 
bill  No.  355. 

The  PRESIDENT  said  the  bill  hod  not  yet 
been  re()(trted. 

Mr.  ATCIHSON  remarked  that  he  ^incurred 
altogether  in  ihe  remarks  made  yesterday  by  the 
Senator  frimi  Maine  as  to  the  propriety  of  pro- 
ceeding regularly  with  the  Calendar  during  the 
morning  hours.  But,  if  that  rule  was  not  lobe 
pursued,  he  should  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  Sen- 
ate in  taking  up  the  Senate  joint  resolution  for  the 
relief  of  Seth  LcavenwOrlh,  which  presented  a 
daim  ipiiU'  as  meritorious  asuny  on  the  Calendar. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  moved  to  go  into  execu- 
tive session. 

On  this  motion  thcnyes  were  twenly-lwo — noes 
not  counted — a  lliin  nitendance  being  in  the  Sen- 
ate, and  an  obvious  majority  of  those  present  being 
in  the  alTirmativc. 

So  the  Senate  proceeded  to  thccansideration  of 
executive  business;  and,  after  some  hours  spent 
therein,  adjourned.  • 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wednesday,  June  5, 1844. 

The  Journal  of  yeslcf  day  was  read  and  approved. 

On  inotiini  of  Mr.  McKAY,the  House  resolved 
itself  iiiio  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Davis,  of  Indiana,  in  the 
chair,)  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic 
expenses  of  the  Goveriiment  for  the  ensuing  fiscal 
year. 

Mr.  HENLEY  being  entitled  to  the  floor,  ad- 
dressed the  committee.  'J'he  ipiesliini  immi^dialely 
before  the  commiltire  was,  Iw  believed,  upon  the 
proposition  to  confine  the  olHcers  of  the  Govern- 


ment, in  their  purchases  of  supplies  for  the  use  of 
Ihe  GovernmenI,  to  articles  of  American  manu- 
facturi-.  To  this  there  could  be  no  sort  of  objec- 
tion, provided  the  articles  could  be  purchased  upon 
favorable  terms.  The  proposition  was  not  ob- 
jectionable itself,  but  there  was  another  consider- 
ation which  made  it  highly  objectionable.  It  was 
in  keeping  with  that  system  of  hnmbngery  which 
had  always  characterized  the  political  party  from 
which  the  proposition  vnaiiated.  What  had  been 
the  policy  pursued  by  the  Whig  party.'  Had 
they  been  governed  by  the  principles  which  they 
recommend  to  others.'  Not  at  all.  Mr.  H. com- 
mented at  great  length  upon  the  inconsistencies 
of  the  "Whig  party. 

Mr.  TIBBATTS  next  obtained  the  floor  against 
many  competilors. 

Mr.  WHITE  insisted  that  he  was  entitled  to 
the  floor;  and  he  argued  his  right  on  a  point  of 
order. 

The  CHAIRMAN  explained, and  declared  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Tidbatts]  in 
possession  of  the  floor. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  desired  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  to  yield  him  five  minutes  of  his  lime 
to  reply  lo  some  remarks  made  by  the  geiiilemun 
from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Henley. 1 

Mr.  TIBBATTS  expressed  his  willingness  to 
yield, .if  he  should  not  also  yield  his  right  to  the 
floor. 

The  CH.^IRMAN,  after  some  conversation, 
decided  that  the  genilemaii  from  genlleman  from 
Kentucky  could  not  yield  the  floor  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio,  and  rciain  his  right  to  it  at  the 
close  of  that  giniileman*s  remarks. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  then  observed  that  he  should 
gel  some  other  opporluniiy  to  make  his  remarks; 
and  he  added;  It  1  do  not  make  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana  sorry  that  he  made  that  allusion,  1 
am  niuch  mistaken. 

Mr.  TlBB.VTTSllien  proceeded  to  address  the 
committee:  and  he  commenced  with  the  observa- 
tion that  he  should  confine  himself  to  a  matter  of 
busines.'i.  111.'  held  an  amendment,  which  he  in- 
tended to  offer  at  the  projier  timi",  but  he  desired 
now  to  say  something  in  explanalion  of  it;  and 
ihat  it  might  be  understood,  he  asked  that  it 
niiglit  be  rend  from  the  Clerk's  table  forinforma- 
tiou 

The  Clerk  read  it  accordingly,  as  follows': 

lie  it  further  eitm-teit  lnj  the  Seiuitc  cud  llottsc  of  Rcpre 
seiitntives  of  the  United  St'^lesiii  Cou^reis  asscmhted^  'I'li.'U 
the  Mnii  (il  .*J.'i.>0,000  be,  and  tile  same  are  herchy,  appro- 
priatfit  lor  Ihe  parpojie  of  piireha.<^in{;  the  renldiie  ol'  the 
stock  hehl  liy  individiinls  in  ttie  l.oiit.'^ville  and  Pontand 
Canal  Company,  ninl  the  Loiibville  Dry-Dock  t'oinpatty, 
for  the  purpose  ol'  inakiii<!  tin:  same  free  Irotn  loll,  whieh 
Ihe  Secretary  of  the  'J'rea.s-nry  i.s  liereby  direeted  lo  piir- 
rha?e  at  llr-;  knvesl  price  il  can  be  had :  Prot^ulcd^  That 
tliH  whole  o(\*l  of  tlie  purchase  of  the  slock  In  tlic  (-aid 
Dry-Dock  Company  nhnll  not  eieccd  the  sum  of  .$.iO.UaO: 
Jiwl  jirorided  furttter.  'i'liat  (he  stock  111  Uie  said  canal 
company  shall  not  e.xcet-d  .3l3l)  per  share. 

Mr.  WHITE  inquired  if  that  amendment  wos 
now  in  order? 

The  CHAlRMiVN  replied  that  it  was  not. 

Mr.  WHITE  then  called  upon  the  Chair  not 
to  entertain  debate  on  an  amendment  which  was 
decidi-d  to  be  out  of  order. 

The  CHAIR.MAN  did  not  feel  authorized  lo 
stop  the  gintlenian  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  TiB- 
nATTS,)  afier  the  latitude  which  had  heretolbre 
been  allowed  in  debate. 

Mr.  WHITE.  Just  such  a  decision  as  I  ex- 
pected. 

Mr.  TICE.XTTS.  At  an  early  period  of  the 
session  1  iniroduced  a  bill  having  the  same  ob- 
ject in  view  whieh  is  contemplated  by  the  amend- 
ment which  I  now  propose  to  be  made  to  the  bill 
under  consid(-ration.  The  bill  I  allude  to  was  re- 
ferred lo  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  but  as  yet 
has  not  received  the  action  of  that  committee, 
owing  to  the  delay  necessary  to  obtain  the  in- 
formation lo  enable  the  comniiuee  to  act  under- 
standingly  upon  the  subject.  The  information 
hasai  length, after  much  labor  and  difticulty,  been 
collected;  and  1  am  informed  by  the  gonllemen 
of  ihe  committee  having  the  subject  specially  in 
charge,  that  they  can  be  at  any  time  prepared  to 
make  their  report;  but  as  n  separate  bill  would 
fall  so  far  behind  in  the  Calendar  as  lo  make  the 
reaching  of  it,  in  its  order,  hopeless  at  the  pres- 
ent session  of  Congress,  I  have  thought  il  best  lo 
propose  the  measure  in  the  shape  in  which  I  have 
now  siibinilted  il  to  the  committee.  1  i\o  not  in-, 
tend  to  inflicl  a  speech  upon  the  committee;  but 


as  this  is  a  subject  of  Ihc  greatest  importance  lo 
the  entire  western  and  soutii western  country,  and 
interesling  to  the  commercial  relations  of  the 
whole  Union,  I  beg  leave  to  detain  the  commilKc 
for  a  short  lime,  whilst  1,  in  as  brief  a  manneru 
the  nature  of  ihe  case  will  admit,  lay  before  the 
committee  such  fads  as  will  enable  gentlemen  to 
vole  wiili  n  proper  understanding  of  ihe  import- 
ance of  the  question. 

It  is  a  fact,  no  doubt  known  generally  to  iIm 
gentlemen  of  the  commillee,  that  there  exiaua 
natural  obstruction  to  the  navigation  of  the  Oliio 
rivi'r  at  .Louisville,  which  is  usually  called  lilt 
falls  of  the  Ohio.  At  this  place,  when  there  is  six 
feit  of  water  on  ihe  crest  of  the  fall,  the  full  of  die 
river,  from  the  head  to  ihe  foot  of  ilic  falls,  ri  1.4 
feet,  and  at  low  water,  or  when  the  water  is  3.4 
feet  upon  the  crest  of  ihc  falls,  the  fall  in  the 
river,  from  the  head  to  the  fool  of  the  folU.ia 
25.45  feet.  The  distance  from  the  head  lo  llw 
foot  of  the  fulls,  or  between  the  upper  and  lower 
pools,  is  oni:  mile  and  three  quarters.  It  will  be 
apparent,  then,  from  the  greatness  of  the  fall  lO 
the  river,  that  there  exists,  at  all  limes,  atery 
serious  impediment  In  the  niivigation  of  ihe  river, 
and  that,  for  a  large  pro|>nrtion  of  the  year,  there 
is  a  total  obstructimi  to  the  navigation,  both 
assccnding  and  descending. 

In  order  lo  avoid  the  ditliculties  thus  existing 
to  the  commerce  of  the  western  country,  the  Le- 
gislature of  lventucky,by  an  act  of  the  ]:^h  Jao- 
uary,  l(j25,  gr.inted  a  per|)elnul  charter  f>f  incor- 

tioration  lo  a  company  called  the  "  Louisville  and 
^irtland  Canal  Company,'*  for  the  purpose  of 
constructing  n  caiinl  navigation  around  the  falb 
of  the  Ohio  river,  within  the  State  of  Keulocliy, 
with  a  capital  slock  of  {,GOO.O(X),  dividi-d  into  six 
thousand,  shares  of  ihe  par  value  of  $100  each; 
limning  the  lime  of  cimipleting  ihe  canal  lathe 
lijlh  of  January,  1M8,  which  was  afterwards  ex- 
tended 10  the  (jih  February,  1831.  This  act  of 
incorporation  aulliorizi'd  the  company  to  Icry 
rales  of  toll  "  for  steamboats,  sea-vessels,  bin.-'  <, 
or  keel-boats,  twenty  cents  per  lon.UiniedS  < 
measuri-inent;  for  inch  flat-boat, four  dollars,  iur 
each  raft  of  timber,  plank,  or  other  lumber,  four 
dollars  for  every  sixty  feet  in  length,  not  exceed- 
ing twenty  feet  in  width;"  and  lo  "  fix  and  i-s- 
lablish  such  sums  as  iliey  may  deem  advisablt 
lor  the  use  of  the  ilocks,  basins,  and  other  append- 
ages to  the  said  canal;"  and  providing  that  the 
lolls  may  be  raised  so  as  to  net  twelve  and  a  half 
per  cent,  on  ihc  stuck;  but  that  il  shall  nnl ex- 
ceed eighteen  per  cent.  By  an  act  of  ihe  Lert»- 
lalure  of  Kentucky,  of  the  21st  December,  l-.*^, 

the  canal  company  was  authorized   to  is.su 

thousand  additional  shan'S,  of  ihc  par  v.tIi,.  ji' 
$]()Oeach — ihus  making  ihe  cjipiuil  stock  i7i>(.0'»i, 
divided  into  seven  thiuisand  shares,  of  ih  -  :  ir 
value  of  glOO  each.  By  virtue  of  these  a^ 
which  1  have  referred,  the  canal  wus  coinpl-  - 
and  the  first  boat  passed  through  it  on  the  °J^ 
December,  1830.  In  the  mean  lime,  ho»'ever,  ih« 
stockholders  had  drawn  no  dividends,  and  ih< 
construction  of  the  canal  had  cost  more  than  the 
investment,  and  the  company,  having  met  with 
great  diflieullles  and  cmbarrassmenla  in  the  <»n- 
siruction  of  ihe  work,  was  involved  in  debt.  The 
Legislature  of  Kentucky,  thcrefon!,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  reliming  the  company  from  the  pecuniary 
embarrassments  under  which  it  wos  laboruig, on 
the  l'2lh  December,  1831,  passed  an  act  whKli 
authorized  the  company  again  to  exiend  iV 
slock,  and  to  sell  addilionat  shares  to  . 
sufllcient  to  pay  all  the  costs  of  the  r 

of  the  canal,  and  the  interest  thereon  i 

it  was  opei||^  for  navigaliqn.     tiy  virtue  <  ' 
provisions  of  this  last  act,  the  company  i 
three  thousand  additional  shares,  of  the  pur 
of  $100  each.     From  which  it  appears  ih.: 
whole  amount  of  the  capital  stock  of  ihr  •  •■■•.! 
company  consists  of  jll  ,000,000,  di»id.il  ni'.  j  :•« 
thousand  shares  of  the  par   value  of  jl'.''K:i!i, 
which  were  issued  as  follows: 

Original  sult^cription t>-  ^  -^ 

Undcrtheuctofihe  Kentucky  Le;irlaian'orilie3t>t 

Deci-inUer,  liJi) l-i«"J 

Under  the  ael  of  llie  lAh  Deccuilicr,  ISal,  is>.u<-\l  ji 

vurioud  times -^  '-* 

Toial .^   -•' 

Of  the  original  stock,  the  Government  of  ■'.^ 
United  Stales,  about  the  4ih  June,  ItSS,  mi^- 


scribed  for  one  thousand  snares,  for  which 
$100,000  was  paid.  By  authority  of  anactof  the 
2d  of  March,  1829,  the  Government  purchased 
one  thousand  three  hundred  and  thirty-five  addi- 
tional shares  at  the  sum  of  $133,500,  making  the 
whole  cash  investment  of  the  Government  in  the 
canal  company,  |233,500.  In  addition  to  this, 
the  Government,  under  the  act  of  the  Kentucky 
Legislature  of  the  12th  December,  1881,  received 
in  stock,  for  interest  on  its  investment,  ^,350; 
and  for  her  proportion  of  dividends,  in  stock, 
1^,330;  making  altogether  $56,700,  or  what  was 
considered  its  equivalent,  five  hundred  and  sixty- 
seven  shares  of  stock.  The  United  States,  there- 
fore, own  two  thousand  nine  hundred  and  two 
shares  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  canal  company 
of  the  par  value  of  $290,200,  at  a  cost  to  the  Gov- 
ernment of  on\y  $233,500.  And  the  canal  com- 
pany has  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States  in  cash,  as  dividends,  declared  at  various 
times  from  the  6lh  January,  1834,  to  the  1st  Jan- 
uary, 1843,  the  sum  of  $257,778,  as  follows: 

Janiurye,  1834 $14,010 

Julr7,  1834 8,706 

Januarys,  1835 8,706 

Julys,  183S 11,608 

January  4, 1836 11,608 

July  IS,  1838 11,608 

Jonuiuy  a,  1837 11,608 

July  3,  1837 17,412 

January!,  18:e 30,314 

Julys,  1838 17,412 

Janaary7,  1839 14,510 

July  1,  1839 26,118 

Januaty  6, 1840 23,216 

July6,  IMO 14,510 

January  4,  1841 20,314 

Julys,  1841 11,608 

January  3,1842 14,310 

Making  Ibe  sum  of. (357,778 

as  before  stated;  by  which  it  will  be  apparent 
that  the  Gk>vernment  has  not  only  received  back 
in  actual  money  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States  the  $233,500  invested  in  (be Louis- 
ville and  Portland  canal,  but  $24,278  over  and 
above  that  amount,  and  is  the  owner  of  two  thou- 
sand nine  hund  red  and  two  shares  of  stock,  which 
is  worth  $290,200,  estimated  at  its  par  value  only; 
but  which  I  will  presently  show  is  worth  about 
one  hundred  and  forty-eight  dollars  per  share. 
But  taking  for  the  present  the  par  value  of  the 
stock  as  our  criterion,!  have  thus  shown  that  the 
Government,  instead  of  losing  bv  the  investment 
made  in  the  Louisville  and  Portland  Canal  Com- 
pany-—as  has  been  the  case,  I  believe,  in  every 
other  investment  for  internal  improvements — has 
not  only  had  every  dollar  of  the  investment  re- 
turned, but  is  the  gainer  $314,478;  and  thus,  in- 
stead of  giving  the  sum  of  $233,500  to  facilitate 
and  improve  and  remove  obstructions  to  the  com- 
merce of  the  western  country,  the  Government 
has,  in  fact,  imposed  a  tax  upon  that  commerce, 
and  collected  and  received  from  it  into  the  Treas- 
ury,  in  cash  and  in  valuable  stock,  $314,478.  This 
case  is  the  only  instance,  if  I  am  not  mistaken — 
and  I  believe  1  am  not— if  1  am,  gentlemen  will 
correct  me — this,  1  say,  is  the  only  instance  in 
which  the  Government  of  the  United  States  has 
received  back  anything  from  its  investments  in 
internal  improvements — much  less  not  only  eVery 
dollar  it  invested,  but  more  than  double  the  amount. 
I  beg  gentlemen  to  bear  these  facts  in  mind,  until 
I  come  to  make  an  application  of  them  after  a  while 
to  the  proposition  1  have  submitted  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  bill.  At  present  I  wish  to  explain 
one  or  two  other  circumstancea  which  have  a  Gear- 
ing upon  the  proposition.  The  Legislature  of 
the  State  of  Kentucky,  by  an  act  approved  the 
21st  January,  1842,  provided  that  the  president 
and  directors  may  sell  the  individual  stock  to  the 
United  Slates,  to  Kentucky,  or  to  the  city  of 
Louisville,  for  the  purpose  of  eventually  making 
the  canal  free  of  tolls;  or,  to  effect  the  same  object, 
may  appropriate  the  net  income,  instead  of  making 
dividends  to  the  purchase  of  individual  stock,  at  a 
maximum  of  $350,  and  six  per  cent,  added  there- 
to, until  the  whole  individual  stock  is  purchased; 
when  it  is  to  be  transferred  to  the  United  States, 
on  condition  of  the  Government  levying  toll  only 
to  an  amount  sufHcient  to  keep  it  in  repair,  pay 
expenses,  and  make  necessary  improvements. 
Under  the  authority  of  this  act,  the  presidentand 
directors  purchased  or  liquidated  four  hundred 
and  seventy-one  shares  in  1842;  and  five  hundred 
and  forty-four  shaves  in  1843;  making  in  all  one 


thousand  and  fifteen  shares;  so  that  the  stock  of 
the  canal  company  now  stands  as  follows: 

Whole  sniountnr stock,  in  thatut 10,000 

Owned  by  the  United  Suites 2,90tt 

Liquidated  underact  of  the  Le^lautre  ofKen- 

lucky,  ori842 1,015 

3,917 

Leaving  in  the  hands  of  Individual  stockliold-  

er» 8,083 

which  I  propose  to  purchase  with  the  appropria- 
tion asked  for  in  the  ameiidment  I  have  presented. 
As  five  hundred  and  forty-four  shares  were  liqui- 
dated in  1843,  under  the  act  of  Kenucky,  of  1842, 
1  presume  that  more  than  five  hundred  and  eighty- 
three  shares  will  be  liquidated  the  present  year; 
and  I  will  assume,  therefore,  that  number  as  the 
basis  of  the  calculations  which  I  am  about  to 
make:  this  would  leave  five  thousand  five  hundred 
shares  in  the  bands  of  individual  stockholders  to 
be  purchased,  which,  at  par,  would  cost  $550,000; 
but  it  is  supposed  that  the  stock  cannot  be  pur- 
chased at  ttiat  price,  it  being  actually  worth,  as  a 
stock  investment,  to  the  individual  holders,  about 
one  hundred  and  forty-eight  dollars  per  share,  as 
I  will  now  show.  By  the  act  of  Kentucky  of  1842 
i(  has  been  converted  into  a  stock,  worth,  on  the 
Ist  of  January,  1845,  $168;  1846,  $177— at  the 
rate  of  six  per  centum  per  annum,  and  so  on  in- 
creasing in  value  every  year,  compound  interest. 
If  an  individual  held  twelve  shares  of  this  stock, 
one  of  them  to  be  redeemed  or  liquidated  each 
year  for  twelve  years,  the  sums  received  by  him, 
and  the  interest  on  them,  would  amount  to 
$3,564  56.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  he  were  to  sell 
those  shares  now  at  $148  each,  it  would  amount 
to  $1,776 — the  compound  interest  on  which  for 
twelve  years  would  be  $1,788  56 — making  the 
whole,  principal  and  interest,  $3,564  56. 

But,  owing  to  the  fact  that,  by  the  act  of  1843, 
the  stock  in  the  canal  company  has  ceased  to  be 
a  permanent  investment,  which  could  be  perpetu- 
ally made  to  yield  from  twelve  and  a  half  tocigh- 
teen  percent,  per  Annum,  as  was  provided  by  the 
original  charter,  and  is  now  reduced  to  a  tempo- 
rary investment  at  six  per  cent.;  and  that  the 
tolls  are  considered  a  heavy  buden  upi^n  the  com- 
merce of  the  western  country,  and  the  canal  com- 
pany are  daily  becoming  unpopular  with  a  very 
numerous  ana  respectable  class  of  our  citizens 
engaged  in  navigating  the  river;  and  as  the  present 
capacity  of  the  canal  is  not  sufKcieht  for  the  pres- 
ent advanced  slate  of  the  commerce  of  the  river, 
and  the  kind  of  boats  now  used  as  best  adapted 
to  that  commerce;  and  as  the  people  are  loudly 
calling  out  for  a  free  and  improved  navigation, 
either  by  the  purchase  and  enlargement  of  this 
canal,  or  by  improvement  of  the  fulls  itself,  or  by 
the  erection  of  a  canal  on  the  Indiana  side,  and 
for  other  reasons — I  am  under  the  impression  that 
the  stockholders  ought  to  take  considerably  less 
for  their  stock,  ana  that,  in  view  of  all  these 
things,  they  would  take  less.  I  have  therefore 
fixed  the  maximum  value  at  which  the  stock 
should  be  purchased  at  $130  per  share.  It  may 
,be  possible  it  could  be  got  for  less;  but,  in  view 
of  tne  great  advantages  to  result  to  the  commerce 
of  the  country,  and  the  heavy  burdens  it  would 
remove  from  the  shoulders  of  the  people,  the 
Government  ought  not  to  stand  on  the  compara- 
tively trifling  amount  which  any  difference  be- 
tween $100  and  $130  per  share  would  amount  to. 
At  $130  per  share,  then,  the  five  thousand  five 
hundred  shares  would  amount  to  the  sum  of 
$715,000;  and  at  par,  to  $555,000. 

The  tolls  upon  this  canal  operate  as  on  onerous 
and  most  severe  tax  upon  the  commerce  of  the 
West  and  Southwest,  and  of  course  upon  the  East. 
It  is  true  that  there  did  exist  a  natural  obstruc- 
tion of  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  river,  which 
w°as  partially  removed  by  the  construction  of  this 
canal,  and  the  country  was,  to  that  extent,  bene- 
fited by  it.  But  we  are  apt,  in  the  progressive 
improvement  and  growth  of  the  western  country, 
and  in  the  vast  increase  of  its  inhabitants  and  com- 
merce, to  consider,  and  properly" to  consider,  not 
80  much  what  evils  have  existed,  and  what  diffi- 
culties have  been  encountered  and  overcome,  but 
what  now  exist,  which  we  have  to  contend  with 
and  surmount.  Such  is  the  nature  of  man,  and 
more  particularly  in  the  Weal,  where  our  march 
is  onward,  not  tp  look  back,  but  forward;  not  to 
direct  the  attention  to  the  past,  but  to  present  and 
existing  evils,  and  to  evils  anticipated  in  future 
which  must  be  overcome.   We  find  a  heavy  bur- 


den now  existing  there  to  our  commerce;  we  feel 
that  this  burden  must  be  removed.  This  is  a 
matter  considered  as  settled;  the  only  question 
with  us  is,  how  is  it  best  to  be  done? 

As  to  the  extent  of  this  bul-den  upon  our  com- 
merce, I  beg  leave  to  submit  a  few  facts  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  committee.  By  a  table  which  I 
now  have  before  me,  which  accompanies  a  letter 
of  the  president  of  the  canal  company,  dated  24th 
January,  1844,  in  answer  to  certain  interrogato- 
ries propounded  to  him  by  the  Secretary  of  ths 
Treasury,  in  consequence  of  a  series  of  resolu- 
tions, which  I  submitted  to  the  House  at  an  early 
period  of  the  session,  it  appears  that  from  1831  to 
1843,  inclusive,  there  have  passed  through  the 
canal  13,756  steamboats,  4,701  flat  and  keel-boats, 
of  2,245,567  tons  burden,  at  a  cost  of  tolls  paid  by 
the  navigator  to  the  canal  company  amounting  to 
$1,227,625  20. 

Jtbftraet  of  ike  hoots  thai  kme  pa$tedt  and  toU»  received,  on 
the  LouuvilU  aitd  Porttund  canot< 


Years. 

Slcain- 

Flat  and 

Tons. 

Amount 

boats. 

kcrl  hoairi. 

received. 

1831 

406 

421 

76,323. 

$12,750  77 

1832 

453 

179 

70,to9 

25,756  19 

1833 

875 

710 

189.f8"i 

60,738  99 

1834 

938 

623 

162,000 

61,848  17 

1835 

1,256 

355 

200,413 

80,165  24 

1836 

1,182 

960 

182,220 

88,343  33 

1837 

1,501 

16.') 

212.374 

145,424  69 

1838 

1,058 

438 

901,750 

121,107  16 

1839 

1,666 

578 

3U0,4ue 

180,384  01 

1840 

1,231 

392 

224,841 

134,904  55 

1841 

1,031 

309 

189.807 

11.1,944  59 

1848 

983 

183 

172,755 

95,005  10 

1843 

1,206 

88 

332,264 

107,274  65 

13,756 

4,701 

2,425,567 

31,227,625  20 

Of  this  sum,  OS  I  have  already  shown,  $358,378 
hss  gone  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States; 
and  thus,  whilst  otherportionsof  the  country  are 
receiving  the  fostering  care  of  the  Government  by 
the  lavish  expenditure  of  large  sums  of  money, 
(of  which  I  do  not  complain,  for  the  representa- 
tion from  Kentucky,  of  all  parties,  has  always 
been  openhandcd  in  the  appropriation  of  money 
for  the  benefit  of  all  sections  of  the  country, 
though  but  a  very  insignificant  amount  of  the  pub- 
lic treasure  has  ever  been  expended  in  thatState,) 
the  commerce  of  the  West,  in  one  of  its  most  im- 
portant channels,  is  enormously  taxed  by  heavy 
and  burdensome  impositions,  a  greatpart  of  which 
goes  into  the  national  Treasury.  This  is  a  tax 
upon  the  agricultural  products  of  the  West  and  , 
South,  and  the  manufactured  goods  of  the  East, 
ultimately  paid  by  the  consumers,  and  upon  trav- 
elers from  all  pans  of  the  country;  so  that  the 
measure  which  I  propose  is  not  simply  one  of  local 
interest,  but  of  a  national  character,  and  of  inter- 
est to  the  whole  Union.  The  South  and  the  East 
are  taxed  unon  our  productions,  and  we  upon 
theirs.  If  tnese  tolls  were  removed,  the  cost  of 
transportation  would  be  proporiionably  dimin- 
ished. The  tolls  of  this  canal  from  1831  to  1843, 
inclusive,  have  been  an  average  annual  tax  upon 
our  commerce  of  $94,433. 

When  we  come  to  look  upon  the  tax  which  is 
imposed  annually  upon  steamboats  ply  ingbetween 
Cincinnati  and  St.  Louis,  and  Louisville  and  St. 
Louis;  and  between  Louisville'and  New  Orleans, 
and  Cincinnati  and  New  Orleans,  it  would  seem 
to  me  that  the  committee  would  not  hesitate  a 
moment  to  remove  this  tax  upon  the  enterprise  of 
that  numerous  and  respectable  class  of  our  citizens 
who  are  engaged  in  that  navigation. 

Isaiah  Wing,  the  surveyor  of  the  port  of  Cin- 
cinnati, states  a  real  case  as  taken  from  the  books 
of  a  boat  running  between  Cincinnati  and  St. 
Louis.  This  boat  is  one  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  tons  burden,  which  passes  through  the  canal 
five  times  per  month  for  eight  months  in  the  year; 
(he  balance  of  the  time  not  so  often ;  for  each 
time  she  passes  the  canal  she  pays  ninety-five 
dollars  toll.  He  says  she  may  be  set  down  within 
bounds  as  paying  $4,0U0  per  annum  in  tolls;  that 
her  original  cost  wus  $13,000,  so  that  her  lolls  in 
five  years  (the  average  time  a  boat  will  last)  would 
amount  to  $30,000— being  $7,000  more  tlian  the 
whole  original  cost  of  the  boat. 

Oliver  Harris,  surveyor  of  the  port  of  St. 
Louis,  estimates  thai  the  Valley  Forge,  for  a  pe- 
riod of  four  months,  taken  from  her  books  during 
the  most  prosperous  business  season  she  expert- 
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encedjpaid  in  toll  to  ihc  canal  comnnny  eighteen 
j»er  cent.  conipHCctl  with  hor  pronts.  He  esti- 
malos  ilml  the  boats  in  tiic  Oliio  and  St.  Louis 
trade  nionc  paid  in  toll  lo  tlu'  canal  $,13,500  in  the 
yenr  1843.  Mr.  Harris  rnrtlier  estimates  ihnt  a 
j-cgnlnr  trader  in  this  trade,  of  nno  liundrod  nnd 
sixty  tons,  costing  ciglity  dollars  por  ton,  or 
^12,600,  running  ei^^lit  months  in  the  yoar,  nnd 
making  twcniy-lour  trips^and  passing  through 
the  canal  sixteen  times,  woiild  annually  pay 
$1,280,  and  in  five  years  ^(j,400,  equal  to  one  half 
the  cost  of  tlic  boat;  nnd  iho  cost  of  her  running 
being  estimated  at  f^lG,9G0  for  the  eight  months, 
the  toll  would  amount  to  seven  and  two  tliirds 
per  cent,  on  ln-r  whole  running  expenses. 

According,  also,  lo  the  report  of  Air.  Wing,  one 
of  the  largest  ehiss  of  stt^ani  vessels  trading  be- 
tween Cincinnati  and  New  Orleans,  maki.s,  (ui  an 
average,  eight  voyages  per  annum;  thnl  her  tolls 
will  antount  to  §300  each  voyiige,  or  ^2,400  per 
annum;  that  her  expenses,  exclusive  of  lolls,  per 
voyage,  would  be  §3,300;  bo  that  exceeding  one 
Iweifih  part  of  the  expense  of  running  this  class 
of  boats  in  thai  trade  is  consumed  in  tolls  paid  al 
this  canal. 

A  statement  of  Mr.  Porter,  surveyor  of  the  port 
of  Louisville,  ittken  from  the  books  of  the  steamer 
Nautilus,  of  one  imndred  and  eighiy-nine  tons, 
an  average  boat,  costing  $22,500,  w^hieh  was  en- 
gaged regularly  in  ihc  iradr-  between  Louisville 
and  New  Orleans  from  August,  11^30,  to  October, 
1843,  shows  thai  she  made  an  average  of  ten  trips 
per  atmum,  paying  §94  50  loll  each  trip,  amount- 
ing to  ;^045toll  perannum,  her  profit  bt.'ing  $8,200; 
making  her  ioH,com|iari'd  with  her  profit,  1M5. 8200, 
or  about  one  righlli;  from  which  it  would  appear 
that  the  amount  of  lulls  paitl  by  a  regular  trader 
of  that  class  from  Louisville  to  New  Orleans  and 
St.  Louis  would  be,  during  her  fitness  for  service, 
(say  four  years,)  ^3,760,  about  one  quarter  of  her 
original  cost,  and  about  one  twenty-fifth  of  her 
whole  ex[»ense:j,  estimated  to  be  §9(),000. 

In  addition  to  thest;  estimates,  1  will  call  the 
attention  of  the  committee  to  the  following  state- 
ment, made  by  the  president  of  the  canal  com- 
pany.    He  says: 

*'riu-iuiil>out;<  trading  from  Cliicimiat!  to  New  Orleans 
will  nveni^.,'  uiic  trip  in  uvciiiy-rour  duy^  I'or  eight  niaiiths 
in  racli  y«;ar — ri|ual  to  ti'u  trips  per  aiiiiiiiir.orlivcniy  limes 
that  llicy  may  Imvt;  to  \m6d  lliroti;;li  tbe  canal,  or  over  tlie 
fall)!.  This  in  a  lull  avonige.  Ol  Uic  twenty  passages,  ton 
may  be  con!SltlLTL-diis|ini>>ingovtTllictiilti<,  and  ten  through 
Ihc  loek^  of  tlie  cunal,  pi-r  aiiniiiti.  'I'herKltin',  n  ^tcaiii- 
boat  of  two  hundred  and  liily  Iuiim  ten  miles  throujih  ih" 
Inek-s,  nl  til'ly  rents  per  ton,  will  pay  in  toD^  annually, 
^Ij'JaU.  And  a  boat  of  ihrec  liundred  tuns,  at  the  i^aiue 
rale,  will  pay  ainiually,$l,5UU.  Sicambuatd  Ironi  Pill&burg 
and  Cluciiuiatl  to  and  intin  Hi.  LotUs,  averatfiii);  onu  htin- 
ilri'd  andfilty  Ions,  may  p:ittd  llirough  itiecunal  twelve  times 
In  a  year  ;  and  at  llie  uame  rate  will  p:iy  .<$900.  And  a  bout 
of  two  huiulred  tons,  making  twenty  lrip.s,  will,  at  the  Mime 
rate,  pay  $i,CHJU. 

"  The  above  estimate  is  ba>-ed  on  the  prc:^uinptIon  of 

5 real  regularit)  in  the  commeree.  wliich  Is  oltcn  unyililng 
ut  regular,  isnmc  buau  may  happen  to  urrive  at  the  lalb, 
UM  every  trip,  in  the  i<pring  niotulm,  when  they  will  find 
ttutncieiit  vvaicr  to  pcrnjit  Uicm  lo  pa^-^over;  and  it  would, 
iherfture,  ouuici:  the  cstimnte  to  tall  *;hurt.  On  ihc  other 
hanil,  other  ttoaia  niny  urrive  and  depart  from  tlie  falls 
every  irip  in  iJie  eca-^on,  jusi  between  llie  i-pring  riacK,  or 
frcihttft,  and  thus  exceed  the  above  eAiiniate. 

*'  An  ealiniiue  of  ihir  eoHt  of  t>t''amt>ftau  iiavlgatinK  tlie 
OliijD  river  may  be  eomputed  at  $80  per  ton,  complete, 
Willi  hull,  maelilnery,  cabin  lurniiurc,  eiiulpment,  provis- 
lona,  Blc.,  when  fitted  for  a  voyage." 


*Tonoafe. 


Stnambuat^  of  one  hundred  tons 
wilt  la<<i  four  year^ — averai;^.. 

Bteainlioatsrir  one  hundred  and 
fifty  tons  will  luiit  tour  years 
— average 

Steamboats  of  two  hundred 
tons  will  last  four  years— 
average 

fiieain boats  of  two  hundred  and 
flity  ton^  will  la^t  lour  years 
— average 

Stpuniboaiij  of  three  hundred 
tonii  will  la^t  Iwur  ycard— 
average 


1^ 

si. 
Ill 

i/  a  s 
>  S  (d 

< 

$3,00U 

$300 

1-2,000 

750 

16,000 

1,000 

20,000 

1,250 

24,000 

1,M0 

$2,000 
3,000 
4,000 
5,000 
6,000 


From  these  fuels,  the  committee  will  be  nble  to 
form  some  estimate  of  the  difficulties,  emliarrass- 
mciits,  obstructions,  nnd  liurdeiiswiiicli  exist  upon 
our  couuni-rce  and  ilic  commercial  enterprise  of 
our  citizens.     Wliilst  I  um  proposing  tliis  meas- 


ure for  the  purpose  of  removing  these  difiicultieB, 
it  is  proper  nnd  just  that  I  should  say  to  the  com- 
mittee lliat  tlicre  arc  seven  other  plans  suggested 
for  removing  the  olistruciions  at  the  falls,  upon 
none  of  whicli  I  will  make  any  particular  com- 
ments, contenting  myself  with  calling  the  atten- 
tion of  the  committee  to  a  tabular  statement  which 
accompanies  the  report  of  Captain  T.  J.  Cram, 
(Senate  Document  No.  243,  first  session,  Twenty- 
Eighth  Congress,)  which  succinctly  states  the 
costs  of  the  different  projects  for  nn  improved 
Btcambont  navigation  nt  the  falls  of  the  Ohio,  with 
the  cost  of  each  project,  nnd  their  relative  cost, 
accompanied  by  remarks  upon  the  merits  nnd 
dements  of  each  project: 

Tahle  exhihithig  coviparathe  cost  of  eifht  project  for  im- 
jnoeing  the  sleamttoat  uauigation  at  the  fulls  of  the  Ohio. 


Existing  ca 

nal. 


nod  of  the 

falls. 


Canal  on  In 
diunabide 


Designation  of  ilic 
project  for  an  tin- 
proved  itcambiiat 
navigation  at  the 
falls  of  the  Ohio. 


Purrlmsing  »ilx  tliod- 
sand  (Hie  hundred 
nndliily-oiie  >l)ares 
of  stoek,  at  .'§140 
per  share;  also,  the 
dry  dock  at  $50,1100 
and  improving  the 
eanul  to  amount  of 
S;io5,298,(fl) 

f'int  method.— Only 
a  de^ceuding  navi- 
ga  lion — pi  I  ots' 
uietliod,  (h) 

Seron<i  method. — Ca- 
nat  V  D,  extending 
from  lieiid  of  mid- 
dle ehute  to  foot 
of  KentueUycliute. 
Willi  locks,  &c.,(c) 

Third  method.— Va~ 
nal  E  F,near  hidl- 
ana  side,  to  head 
of  Bid  eddy,  with 
locks, and  sluiced, 
through  (>uose  Isl- 
and. (<0 

Fourth  incthud.-Uiwa 
<i  li,  locks,  nnd 
Pluice  H,  (c) 

Roiiie  No.  I. — New 
canal  on  Indiana 
sidf,  from  Jeft' 
monville  to  just  be- 
low the  Point  of 
Knck^,  to  be  ied 
from  the  upper  poo] 
of  iheOlno.  (/)... 

Rontc  No.  2— New 
canal  on  Indiana 
side,  from  Jelfer- 
Bon  vil  le  to  the 
nnmtli  of  I-'alling 
run.  to  be  fed  from 
upper  pool,  (tf).-,. 

Canal  on  a  high  level 
on  Route  Xo.  1  .-To 
be  fed  by  a  nflviga- 
h\r.  feeder  from  Co- 
lumbus, l!idian»,to 
Jetfertjonville,  80 
miles  long,  (/i).... 


$1,086,348 
506,69.'* 

1,351,777 

1,006,23:1 
664,767 

1,405,140 
2,973,642 
7,476,603 


1.000 


0.416 


1.067 


0.795 
0.&!34 


1.109 


2.348 


5-904 


Remarks  upon  the  merits  and  demerits  of  each  project: 
(fl)  This  project  includes  tlie  dry-doek,  whieh  Is  not  in- 
cluded in  any  other  project.  It  would  not  saerilice  the 
chartered  rights  of  individuals  ;  It  would  secure  as  good  a 
navigiition  as  would  be  rotpilred  ;  the  works  would  be  as 
little  liable  to  mud  de[>osits  as  any  other  that  can  be  con- 
striict>-d,  and  lesin  liable  than  most  of  th«t  other  projects  ;  U 
would  allord  an  nsci'iuling  as  well  as  de^cending  navigating 
nt  all  tlnien  when  boats  could  not  paws  over  tlie  falls;  it 
would  also  cost  less  ihanatiy  oilier  prnjectof  equal  advant- 
age*, by  $SH,7U3. 

(6)  This  project  would  onlyseeure  a  descending  naviga- 
tion, and  that  but  a  very  indifferent  one,  requiring  a  con- 
tinuanci!  of  ihesysH'ni  of  pilotage.  It  would  be  equivalent 
to  appropriating  Jialf  a  milliun  to  the  advantage  of  the  falls 
pilots,  and  takinga  larger  portion  of  the  profits  of  the  present 
canal  coin|mn),  witi)Oul  any  advantage  to  coniineree. 
There  would  be  an  increased  expense  yearly  to  keep  up 
this  prnjeet ;  and  If  constructed,  In  all  probability  would  be 
ubamloned  in  a  few  years. 

(e)  Al  firsl  view.  It  wnuldseem  tlint  this  is  a  good  prnjeet. 
It-jco-it  is  more,  by  .jl.1f>.339,Ui:in  that  of  the  existing  canal ; 
it  would  sacrifice  iht;  charierfid  rightji  of  the  existing  canal 
company;  it  would  be  liabln,  at  every  rise,  to  limiHJnse 
deposits  at  the  lower  locks,  and  also  to  be  choked  with 
drift- wood  ;  Its  coat,  (or  repairs  and  cnstoily,  would  be  very 
great ;  it  would  have  a  very  ditfieult  entrance  at  the  up]>er 
extremity,  and  be  dilTieuU  of  access  from  the  shore.  All 
ihe?e  objections  could  not  be  obviated,  without  aildlng  to 
iti^  cost  the  sum  uf  $250,000,  whieh  would  make  its  total 


Itwill  be  perceived,  from  the  amendment  which 
I  have  offered,  thai  1  prefer  thai  plan  which  pro- 
poses lo  purchuae  the  stock  in  the  Louisville  nnd 
Portland  cniial.  Siirh  is  the  fact;  and  «uch  [ 
believe  t/)  be  the  preferable  mode,  after  a  full  and 
impartial  examination  of  the  mailer;  for  I  hare 
no  local  or  sectional  fcelin*^  upon  the  matter, 
which  would  tend  to  bias  my  mtnd  in  favor  of  or 
against  any  nnrlicular  mode  proposed.  My  ob- 
ject is  to  make  the  navi«:ntioi),  both  ascendingand 
descending,  free  from  obstruclinn,  and  our  com- 
merce free  from  tolls  and  burdens,  by  the  mott 
economical  and  the  most  feasible  plan;  and  be- 
lieving titat  none  of  the  plans  suggcslcd  for  tbe 
improvement  of  the  bod  of  the  river  can  answer 
the  object  proposed,  if  the  stockholders  in  tbe 
canal  company  will  not  take  a  fair  and  reasonable 
price  for  their  stock,  J  will  very  cheerfully  sup- 
port an  appropriation  for  the  construction  of  a 
canal  on  the  Indiana  side  of  the  river. 

It  will  be  seen,  from  the  facts  which  I  have 
stated,  that  though  the  appropriation  now  askid 
is  nominally  $550,000,  yet  it  is,  in  fact,  much  leas 
than  that  sum.  We  nsk  the  GovernraeDl  lo 
restore  to  us  the  $258,778,  which  she  haa  cot- 
lected  by  a  tax  imposed  upon  our  commerce— cbe 
only  instance  1  believe  in  the  country,  in  wfaick 
taxes  have  been  collected  by  appropriations  to 
internal  improvement — which,  when  deducted 
from  the  $550,000,  will  leave  but  $'291 ,222  aa  the 
sum  actually  asked  by  this  amendment  to  be  ap- 
propriated to  the  benefit  of  Chis  great  cnrameraal 
interest,  and  the  free  navigation  of  the  Ohio  rinr. 

Mr.  THOMASSON  followed  in  someremnrki 
on  the  same  subject,  in  which  he  was  interrupted 
by  the  arrival  of  the  hour  at  which  debate  waato 
terminate. 

The  hour  fixed  for  the  termination  of  the  debate 
having  arrived,  the  committee  proceeded  lo  voie 
upon  tlie  amendments. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Black,  oFGeorgia,  t© 
the  amendment  of  Mr.  Pollock,  was  ado(»ted; 
and  on  the  original  amendment,  as  amended,  a 
division  was  called,  and  the  vote,  taken  by  tell- 
ers, was — ayes  7G,  noes  37. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGEUSOLL  moved  to  amend  tbt 
appropriation  of  ^,500  for  the  purchase  of  books 
for  the  library,  by  substituting  the  sum  of  ^,000; 
which  amendment,  on  a  division,  waa  agreed  to— 
ayes  62,  noes  54. 

Mr.  PRATT  moved  to  amend  by  inserting  tbe 
following: 

For  annual  repairs  of  the  Capitol,  nttendinf  Ainweaastf 
water  closets,  lamp  lighting,  oil,  laborers  on  tlie  Captal 
{■rounds,  tools,  keeping  Iron  pipes  and  wiHidiro  CencOi  la 


cost  $1,601,777— greater  than  the  cxistitw  canal  ptxtjtdbf 
$385,339. 

(J)  This  would  be  submerged  at  alt  t  >' at  n- 

ireme  low  waler;  there  would  be  ii  cii^ 

cr>uld  not  bo  opened,  when  the  work  \^  i-tliar 

the  passage  )if  boats  ;  great  inoonvenit :  .  .ori  ; 

works  very  diflieuli  oi  access  friiui  lb-  .  Ivr- 

sion  o I  boats  at  upp<T  extremity  of  pIu  :  oi  C^ 

canal  diUkult  to  enter;  ii  never  could  bu  uiadt- x«  (ood  far 
the  navigation  as  the  existing  ciuial ;  iu*  coctof  npalxiiBtf 
custody  would  be  far  greater. 

(e)  <ibjectionablc  in  every  point  of  view,  exceptlnccifL 
It  would,  in  all  probability,  seriously  injure,  if  nocdrstn^i 
the  nr^'^"^  harbor  of  Louisville;  it»  coj^t  of  rrpalni  aoa 
custody  would  be  much  more  thart  the  exisilogcMU)  prtK 
jeet,  and  there  would  be  times  when  it  woukl  opmte  as  a 
positive  obstrucUon  to  tlie  good  natural  Davigation  wrar  tta 
falls. 

(/)  This  Is  a  good  project,  so  fara."  the int«*rert*of  com- 
merce are  concerned;  but  tlie  canal  v  ■  '  '  -  -'  miV 
longer,  andno  iK'tter  than  thcexistinu'  <■  xnrh* 

side-     It  would  be  more  liable  to  d«.-p  l^- ;  n 

would  cost  more, by  .9l»8,708, than  tli-  ■'■^■^- 

ing  and  improving  the  existing  eanal  ^  «i 

siruetlon  of  the  chartered  rights  oi  :  ■  ttir 

amount  of  six  thousand  one  huiHlred  mm  nn:  '^nr  iiuur* 
of  Mock,  valued  at  §861,140.  A  new  can.il,  it  l»  We, 
would  increase  the  vnlu''  of  private  property  on  ibc  lodiaaa 
side,  perhaps  to  an  e4|iml  amount ;  but  the  general  ifitrrert 
would  be  no  belter  otf  tlmn  by  ibo  imyeci  ofihe  f  '  ~~ 
canal. 

(e)  The  only  advantages  of  thi^  route  are.  a  b«*arrlai 
and  egress  at  the  locks,  and  an  avoidaner  ot  lltc  *•  -Wbaaf 
bar,"  nnd  the  rocky  place  Nn.  7.  plat  .\.  But  these  a^tivat- 
agf:s  are  far  more  than  eoiinterU'ilanved  by  the  diMilTaat- 
ages  ;  and  when  we  take  into  aerount  tla*  very  arpat  vs- 
pcnse  of  constructions  and  yul>se<|Ueni  cost  oi  rrpair*  amA 
custody,  and  time  of  |uissing  through  tt,  Ibc  taimi  njam 
tlic  project. 

(A)  This  would  bemnre  for  the  advanta«inf  ilie  laKriar 
of  (ndir.na  than  tor  llie  general  comin  -  !h  1 1.. 

be  supposed  that  the  L'nlted  States  *v  i  <"<  ' 

development  of  the  project,  bow<*v<'r,  p  I''  r!- 

Hlate  of  Indiana,  in  exhiblthig  the  ciMit  of  wtul  tnaU  he 
au  advantageous  work  for  the  State. 


PRINTED  AND  PUBLISHED  AT  THE  CITY  OF  WASHINGTON,  BY  BLAIR  &  RIVES. 


38th  COMGRESI,  llT  ScSilOH. 


WEDNESDAY,  JUNE  12,  1844. 


VOL.  13 No.  44. 


order,  attending  at  weatern  pt«a  and  top-d'«**i"(  ^'  plant*, 
for  tnea  and  plonta,  repair*  of  puMIc  ttaMea,  pamp*,  Aag- 
|iii{,  lncl<»ur»,  extra  talMr  in  removing  anow,  ac. ;  for 
taking  down  ana  rebuilding  four  cbloineya  on  the  Capitol ; 
for  one  bulkhead,  containlnt  ox  llg hta ;  baize  doors,  com- 
plete ;  for  one  large  fanll^  aadftame,  ten  feet  by  Ava, 
coiiulning  thtny-Mven  light*,  and  for  three  additional 
lamp*  Tor  the  Capitol,  and  alteration  in  water-work*  and 
Bah-pond,  •9,084. 

For  aniiHai  tepatii  of  the  Pieaidenl**  bou*e,  gardener** 
•alary,  labonrs,  cartage,  tool*,  manure  and  alraw  tot  top- 
dte«*lng ;  for  repair*  of  copper  roof,  new  floor  In  baMment 
alory,  chimney  top*,  tree*  for  Fnuauln  aquare  and  Penn- 
sylvania avenue,  and  for  remira  of  fence  at  Lafayette 
aquare.  Fountain  fqiiare,  and  Prealdent'*  garden,  93,177. 

For  ealary  of  puMie  gardener,  91,9U0. 

For  flagging  In  from,  and  the  court  on  the  weal  *lde  of 
the  Treaaury  building,  83,655. 

For  repairing  damngi;  dune  to  iron  pipea  by  freahet,  and 
fixing  jet  d'eau,«l  ,800. 

For  repairing  the  flgnre  in  the  tympanum  of  the  Capitol, 
«300.  • 

For  painting  the  Capital,  910,000. 

For  Painting  the  Pretldent'*  Itouie,  94,500. 

For  removing  Pervico'*  itataei  (h>m  (lie  mvj-yard  to 
the  Capitol,  preparing  llw  pedeaiai,  erecting  the  atatnea, 
and  inciniing  the  *ame  with  iron  railing,  91,350. 

For  painting,  glazing,  and  wbltewanhlngatae  Poat  Office, 
9386. 

For  fkimlture  for  the  Pn*ldent>*  boa*e,  to  be  expended 
under  the  dlrecUnn  of  the  Prealdent,  In  udditlon  to  the  pro- 
ceed* of  the  Hale  of  such  decayed  furniture  a*  he  may  direct 
to  be  sold,  9-%,000. 

Tlie  question  waa  taken  on  each  branch  of  the 
amendment  separntely. 

Mr.  ADAMS  proposed  to  amend  the  first  clause 
of  the  amendment,  by  inserting  ^he  following: 

For  erecting  a  monumeot  over  the  grave  of  Major  Gen- 
eral Macomb,  91,000. 

Mr.  WELLER  raised  the  question  whether 
these  amendments  could  be  entertained,  being  the 
appropriation  of  sums  of  money  for  objects  which 
were  not  provided  for  by  any  existing  law. 

The  point  of  order,  after  some  desultory  con- 
versation, was  overruled,  and  the  amendments 
offered  by  Mr.  Pbatt  were  severally  adopted. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  moved  to  amend  thai  portion 
of  Mr.  Pritt'*  amendment  which  related  to  the 
furniture,  &c.,  of  the  President's  house,  by  add- 
ing the  following: 

Prodded^  That  no  part  of  that  sum  ah^  be  expended  for 
the  purchase  of  winrs  and  other  llquoraY 

Mr.  WENTWORTHsugeestcd  that  Governor 
Polk,  our  next  President,  did  not  use  wines  or 
liquors  of  any  kind. 

The  vote  was  taken  by  tellers;  who  reported 
— ayes  70,  noes  45. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  WINTHROP  mored  to  strike  out  all  the 
latter  clause  of  Mr.  Pratt's  amendment,  and 
insert  the  following: 

For  rafumlshing  the  bouse  of  tlie  President  with  article* 
of  American  manulhcturaonor  bcforethe4thday  of  March 
next,  in  addiUon  to  tlie  proceed*  of  the  lale*  of  the  present 
rurnlmre,  930,000. 

On  this  amendment,  on  division,  there  were — 
ayes  55,  noes  56. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  HARDIN  moved  an  amendment  the  same 
as  the  above,  omitting  the  words  '*  American 
roiinufacture." 

On  a  division  there  were— ayes  63,  noes  56. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

The  original  amendment,  as  amended,  was 
adopted. 

Mr.  KARNARD  moved  the  following;  which 
vras  negatived: 

For  repairing  llic  furnaces  and  reconstructing  the  *ame, 
in  the  President'*  Iioum;,  $900. 

Mr.  HALE  moved  a  reduction  of  the  salary  of 
the  Treasurer  <Jf  the  United  States  $789  73,  which 
he  stated  to  be  equal  to  a  sum  received  by  him 
last  year,  for  which  there  was  no  authority  of 
law. 

Messrs.  WELLER  and  DROMGOOLE  ob- 
jected to  the  amendment,  and  produced  the  law 
under  which  that  sum  had  been  received  by  the 
Treasurer. 

The  amendment  was  negatived. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  moved  to  insert,  for 
extra  clerk  hire  in  the  office  of  the  First  Comp- 
troller, $3,500. 
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On  a  division,  there  were — ayes  67,  noes  S39; 
no  quorum  voting. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  called  for  tellers. 

Messrs.  Brenole  and  A.  V.  Brown  were  ap- 
pointed; and  they  reported  ninety  in  the  affirm- 
ative. '    • 

The  amendment  was  accordingly  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKAY,  the  item  of  |3,200 
was  increased  to  $4,000  for  labor,  as  one  of  the 
contingent  expenses  of  the  southeast  executive 
building. 

Several  other  amendments  were  offered  and 
negatived. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  moved  an  amendment 
appropriating  $30,000  for  the  marine  hospital  at 
New  Orleans;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa,  moved  the  following 
amendment,  to  come  in  at  the  end  of  line  three 
hundred  and  eleven: 

For  the  p.iyment  of  Jeremiah  9mith,  Jr.,  as  per  schedule 
to  the  Sac  and  Fnx  treaty,  concluded  11th  October,  1849, 
and  the  act  of  Congress  of  3d  March,  1843,  for  carrying  into 
elTect  the  provisions  of  said  treaty,  94,000. 

Mr.  D.  stated  that  it  was  impossible  for  the 
committee  to  vote  nnderstandingly  upon  this 
amendment,  unless  he  could  be  permitted  to  make, 
ashe  wished  to  do,  a  very  few  remarks  in  expla- 
nation of  it. 

The  CHAIRMAN  (Mr.  Davis,  of  Indiana) 
atated  that  it  was  out  of  order.  The  gentleman 
from  Iowa  could  not  be  allowed  to  debate  his 
amendment.  [Here  there  was  a  general  cry  of 
"  Hear  him !"]  The  gentleman  from  Iowa,  with 
the  consent  of  the  committee,  might  make  a  brief 
explanation. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa,  said  that  the  adoption 
of  bis  amendment  had  become  necessary  to  en- 
able a  highly  worthy  and  much  injured  constituent 
of  his  to  receive  from  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States  a  sum  of  money  which  had  been  appropri- 
ated for  his  relief,  now  more  than  fourteen  months 
since;  but  which,  by  an  error  of  the  officers  of 
the  Government,  had  been  paid  to  another  indi- 
vidual, to  Jeremiah  Sinith,  sr.,  instead  of  Jere-- 
miah  Smith,  jr.  Itwasnotforhim  to  say  which, 
or  whether  any,  officer  of  the  Government  was 
to  blame  for  this  fraud  upon  the  Treasury;  but 
he  would  say  that  it  and  the  subsequent  refusal 
of  the  officers  to  pay  the  real  claimant,  had  been 
made  to  work  a  great  hardship.  The  conduct  of 
the  late  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  (J.  C.  Spencer) 
in  regard  to  this  matter,  has  been  moat  extraor- 
dinary and  inexplicable.  He  wrote  to  the  claim- 
ant soon  afler  the  commission  of  the  fraud,  and 
stated  that  he  could  not  be  paid  until  another  ap- 
propriation was  made,  the  formerbeingexhausted; 
but  in  answer  to  a  resolution  which  he  had  intro- 
duced at  an  early  day  of  the  present  session,  the 
Secretary  said  that  no  further  action  was  neces- 
sary on  the  part  of  Congress  to  enable  Mr.  Smith 
to  draw  his  money;  and  at  the  same  time  informed 
him  (Mr.  D.)  that  Mr.  Smith's  money  would  be 
paid  to  him  upon  the  presentation  of  adequate 
authority.  Here  Mr.  D.  sent  a  letter  from  the 
late  Secretary  to  himself,  in  corroboration  of  this 
statement,  which  was  read  by  the  Clerk.  Mr.  D. 
then  went  on  to  remark,  that  notwithstanding  this 
letter,  and  the  presentation  of  adequate  authority, 
'  still  the  money  was  withheld,  and  wouH  never 
be  paid,  he  verily  believed,  unless  this  appropri- 
ation was  made.  In  the  mean  time,  Mr.  Smith 
had  to  suffer  a  loss  of  most,  if  not  all,  of  his  real 
estate,  which  was  perhaps  the  most  valuable  in 
Iowa.  It  had  been  mortgaged,  Mr.  Smith  rely- 
ing upon  the  money  due  nim  from  the  Govern- 
ment for  its  redemption.  This  he  would  have 
received  in  ample  time  to  save  his  land,  but  for 
the  erroneous  and  unfortunate  payment  of  it,  as 
before  mentioned.  Mr.  D.  hoped  that  justice 
would  now  be  done,  by  the  adoption  of  his  amend- 
ment. 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  the  amendment 
adopted. 

Mr.  PARMENTER  proposed  an  increase  of 
the  appropriation  for  extra  clerk  hire  in  the  Navy 
Department,  from  $3,000  to  $10,000. 

The  motion  was  negatited. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  HARPER,  several  small 
items  of  appropriations  were  inserted,  for  cover- 
ing, inclosing  with  rails,  and  otherwise  completing 
the  Patent  Office. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HUNGERFORD.aprovlM 
was  appended  to  the  item  for  clerk  hire  in  tne  Post 
Office  Department,  to  prohibit  extra  pay  to  elerka 
for  extra  services.  

On  motion  of  Mr.  HOUSTON,  an  amendment 
was  adopted, for  the  purpose  of  making  some  pro- 
vision for  various  surveyors'  offices,  the  precis* 
purport  of  which  was  not  heard. 

In  the  item  for  draw-keepers,  oil  for  lamps,  ma- 
chinery, Ac.,  for  the  Potomac  bridge,  of  $5,500, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  KIRKPATRICK,itwM  made 
to  include  arrearages. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKAY,  the  items  for  the 
various  branch  mints  were  changed ,  so  as  to  assim- 
ilate them  to  some  new  estimates  which  had  been 
received. 

Mr.'DODGE,  of  Wisconsin,  offered  the  follow- 
ing amendment: 

Strike  out  all  between  llnea  four  hundred  and  slzty-oae 
and  four  bundred  and  sixty-flve,  and  insert  tbe  foUowing: 

For  compeneaUon  and  mileage  of  the  membera  of  aud 
LeglslaUve  Aaaembly,  pay  of  their  clerk*,  including  libra- 
rian and  *uperinten<ient  of  puUle  building*,  printing,  Ma- 
tlonary ,  ftiel,  tighta,  and  all  other  ineldenlarand  mlacsUaae- 
oua  objecu,  930,385. 

Although  out  of  order,  Mr.  DODGE  begged  to 
say  that  his  amendment  was  in  strict  accoraanca 
with  the  estimate  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury. The  amendment  reported  for  Wisconsin, 
in  the  bill  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
now  under  consideration,  was  but  $8,550.  That 
sum  was  entirely  inadequate.  The  Licgislatare 
of  his  Territory  had  asked,  by  memorial,  $38,000 
to  defray  the  expenses  of  its  session.  That  me- 
morial had  been  reported  against  by  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means.  He  sincerely  hoped 
that,  at  least,  the  amount  of  the  Secretary's  esti- 
mate would  be  appropriated  fur  Wisconsin. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  amend- 
ment lost. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BOWLIN,  the  following 
wiu  stricken  out: 

"To  defray  the  expense*  of  eanyliig  Into  effect  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March  iaat,  for  aorveying  and 
aultably  marking  the  northern  iMundary  Una  of  tbe  reaer- 
vatlon  for  the  half-breeds  of  the  Sac  and  Fox  trll>ea  of  In- 
dians, to  be  expended  under  tbe  dlieetion  of  tbe  Seerelsry 
of  War,  9500.'! 

Mr.  TIBBATTS  moved  his  amendment,  ati- 
thorizing  the  purchase  of  the  stock  held  by  indi- 
viduals in  the  Louisville  and  Portland  canal,  which 
is  given  above. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  an  ap- 
propriation of  $30,000  for  continuing  tbe  erection 
of  a  light-house  on  Brandywine  shoals,  on  the 
Delaware  river. 

Mr.  McKAY  remarked  that  there  was  no  spch 
work  in  progress. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  of  Pennsylvania,  said  it  had 
been  commenced,  and  the  foundation  was  swept 
away. 

The  amendment  was  negatived. 

Several  further  amendments  were  proposed  to 
the  items  under  the  head  of  "surveys  of  public 
lands,"  and  rejected. 

The  next  branch  was  that  entitled  "  intereourae 
with  foreign  nations." 

Amendments  were  proposed  by  Messrs.  C.  J. 
INGERSOLLnnd  BURKE;  which  were  rejected. 

Mr.  HAMMETT  moved  to  insert  an  item  of 
$6,000,  being  the  residue  of  outfit  due  to  tbe  widow 
of  Commodore  Porter,  late  minister  resident  at 
Constantinople.  He  said  it  wos  but  an  act  of 
justice  that  this  sum  should  be  paid. 

The  amendment  was  rejected  by  a  majority  of 
60  to  59. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL,  an  item 
of  $9,000  was  inserted  for  the  outfit  of  the  minister 
to  Brazil. 

The  next  item  was  for  ouifiu  of  ministera  to 
Brazil  and  Russia,  and  of  charges  des  affaires  to 
Portugal  and  Buenos  Ayres,  $!n,000. 

Mr.  WHITE  said  provision  had  already  been 
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made  for  the  outfit  of  the  minister  to  Brazil  on 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
[Mr.  J.  R.  Ingebsoll  ;]  and  therefore  he  moved 
to  strike  out  the  provision  for  outfits  for  ministers 
to  Brazil  and  Russia,  and  reduce  the  appropriation 
to  j^9,000. 

tiome  conversation  ensued,  in  the  course  of 
"which  it  was  explained  that  the  outfit  for  the 
Brazilian  minister  made  on  the  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  J.  R.Inoersoll,] 
■was  for  Mr.  Wise;  but  that  the  like  item  in  this 
clause  was  for  Mr.  Proffit. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  staled  that  the  pres- 
ent minister  to  Russia  had  signified  his  intention 
to  return. 

Mr.  WHITE,  to  avoid  embarrassment,  divided 
his  motion  so  as  to  take  the  vote,  first  on  striking 
out  the  word  "Russia,"  and  J9,000  of  the  appro- 
priation. 

Tellers  were  called  for;  and  Messrs.  Brengle 
and  Woodward  were  appointed.  They  reported 
eighty-one  in  the  aiTirmativc,  which  was  deemed 
sufficient;  and  the  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  WHITE  then  proposed  to  strike  out  the 
Word  "Brazil,"  and  $9,000  of  the  appropriation. 

The  amendment  was  negatived. 

Mr.  HALE  submitted  an  amendment  in  rela- 
tion to  the  expenditure  of  previousappropriations 
for  sites  for  marine  hospitals;  which,  after  some 
conversation,  in  which  Mr.  SMITH  of  Illinois, 
Mr.  FRENCH,  Mr.  HALE,  and  others,  took 
part,  was  rejected. 

Mr.  FRENCH  submitted  an  amendment  mak- 
ing an  appropriation  of  $75,000  for  marine  hos- 
pitals at  Pittsburg,  &c.;  which  was  rejected. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  oflered  an  amendment  to  pro- 
vide that  no  outfit,  nor  any  pay  or  emolument 
should  be  paid  hereafter  to  any  minister  appointed 
by  the  President  until  such  appointments  were 
confirmed  by  the  Senate. 

The  amendment,  after  some  conversation,  and 
many  suggestions  to  amend,  was  rejected. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  afterwards  submitted  his  amend- 
ment, restricted  to  the  outfits  of  such  ministers; 
but  it  was  again  rejected. 

Mr.  DA  VIS,  of  Kentucky,  submitted  an  amend- 
ment to  prevent  the  payment  of  compensation  to 
foreign  ministers  until  their  appointment  was 
confirmed,  &c. 

The  amendment  was  rejected;  and  also  subse- 
quently in  a  varied  form. 

An  additional  section  was  then  added  to  the  bill 
to  legalize  certain  appropriations  therein  made. 

Mr.  McKAY  moved  a  long  additional  section, 
making  appropriations  for  deficiencies  in  the  ap- 
propriations for  the  various  Departments  for  the 
liscal  ycac  ending  the  30th  June,  1844. 

Mr.  B.\RNARD  inquired  the  aggregate  amount 
required  to  supply  those  deficiencies. 

Mr.  McKAY  replied  that  it  would  not  exceed 
$140,000. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 
_  Mr.  SEYMOUR  oflcTcd  an  amendment  in  rela- 
tion to  widows'  pensions. 

The  CHAIRMAN  ruled  the  amendment  out  of 
order. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR  appealed  from  the  decision  of 
the  Chair. 

The  question  being  put,  the  decision  of  the 
Clinir  was  sustained. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKAY,  the  coramiltee  rose, 
and  reported  ilie  kill  with  the  aniendmoius. 

Mr.  TlliRATTS  moved  the  amendment  which 
he  had  offered  in  committee,  for  the  j.urchase  of 
the  stock  in  the  Louisville  and  Portland  canal. 

Mr.  H.\LE  rose  to  a  question  of  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  will  slate  his 
point  of  order. 

Mr.  HALE.  It  is  that  the  amendment  is  not 
in  order.  [A  laugh.] 

The  SPEAKER  ruled  the  amendment  out  of 
order. 

Mr.  TlBBATTSthen  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion on  the  bill  and  anii.ndmeius. 

The  demand  for  ihe  jirevioua  question  was  sec- 
onded; ond  the  question  being  put  on  the  first 
nmemlimnt,  namely,  thai  of  Mr.  Pollock,  pro- 
viding for  the  purchase  of  articles  of  American 
manufacture  for  the  use  of  the  Government,  the 
yeas  and  nays  wore  demanded,  and  ordered;  and 
being  taken,  resulted— yeas  133,  nays  2G;  as  fol- 
lows: 

YE.AS— Messrs.  Abbot,  Adams,  Andenoii,  Aalje,  Bar 
"iigcr,  Barnard,  Bt-ntou,  Bldliick,Jiuiies  Black,  Blackwell, 


Boyd,  Breni^Ie,  BrinherhotT,  Ortidhead,  Willinm  J.  Brown, 
Jereniiali  Brown,  Buffingloa,  Burke,  Caldwell,  Jeremiah 
E.  Cary,  Slic|ihtTd  Onry,  Carroll,  Callln,  Chilton,  Clinch, 
Cllngman,  CraiiHton,  Cross,  Ciilloin,  Dana,  Darragli, Garrelt 
Davis,  Klchard  I).  Davis,  John  W.  Davis,  Dcberry,  Dellel, 
Dickey,  Dilllnghani,  Douglas,  Dunlap,  Furlee,  Flckliti, 
Fish,  Florence,  French,  Ciddings,  (Joygin,  Hale,  llanilin, 
flardin,  Harper,  Flays,  Mtrnlfy,  Hf-rrick,  Hogf,  Houston, 
llubbcll,  Hudson,  Washington  Hunt,  James  U.  Hunt, 
CharlfsJ.  Ingf'rson, Joseph  R.  Iiigersoll,  Irvin,  Jeuks,  Cave 
Johnson,  Ttrley  B.  Johnson,  lleorge  VV.  Jones,  Andrew 
Kennedy,  Preston  king.  O.'uiiel  i'.  King,  Kirkpairlck, 
liConard,  Lyon,  Marsh,  McClelland,  McMvaiiie,  Fdward 
J.  Morrts,  Joseph  Morris,  Morse,  Owen,  I'arnienier,  F«t- 
ten»on,  Payne,  Peyton,  Phtrnix,  Pollock,  Klisha  H.  Poller, 
Prall,  Preston,  Itamsey,  italhbun,  Itayner,  Charles  M. 
Itei>d,  4leding,  Helfe,  Itltter,  Itoberts,  Itobinson,  Itodney, 
Rogers,  llussell,  8t.  John,  Sample,  Sentcr,  Severance,  Da- 
vid L.  Seymour, Simons,  Sirn|)son,.Slidell, John T.  Smith, 
Thomas  Smith,  Caleb  II.  Smiih,  Robert  Smith,  Steenrod, 
Stetson,  John  Stewart, Slone, .Strong, Tliomasson, 'I'homp- 
son,  Tibbalts,  'J'ilden,  Tyler,  Vance,  Vanmeter,  Vinton, 
VVeller,  Wenlworlh,  Welhered,  VVheaioii,  White,  Wil- 
liams, VV'inUirop,  Joseph  A.Wright,  and  Yost— 133. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Arnngton,  Atkinson,  Bower,  Boivlln, 
Aaron  V.  Brown,  Burt,  {'ampbell,  Reuben  Chapman,  Au- 
gustus .\.  Chapman,  Cobb,  Daniel,  Droingoule,  Duncan, 
llolmes,  Hopkins,  Hubard,  Hughes,  Jameson,  l.ucas, 
Lumpkin,  Mathews,  McKay,  Murphy,  Emery  I).  Potter, 
David  S.  Rcld,  and  Woodward— 06. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

The  following  petitions,  presented  to-day,  were  handed 
to  the  mportcrs  by  Ihe  members  presenting  them: 

By  Mr.  3T0NF. :  The  pelitloii  of  sundry  cilizeiis  of  Har- 
din county,  Kentucky,  in  lavor  of  the  annexation  of  Texas 
to  the  (.'niled  States ;  which  was  referred  to  tlic  Committee 
on  Foreign  Aflairs. 

By  Mr.  MORRIS,  of  Pennsylvania:  Eight  petitions  T'roni 
citizens  of  Philadelphia,  a.sking  an  extension  of  ihe  nut- 
umlir.ation  laws  to  twenty-one  years,  signed  by  Lemuel 
Paynter,Jr..  J.  B.  Slntlford,  andoltiers;winch  were  referred 
to  the  Commitlee  on  the  Judiciary. 

fly  Mr.  HEIiRICK:  MemorlalofS.  F.  B.  Morse,  relating 
to  the  electro- magnetic  ti-legrapb  from  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton to  the  city  of  New  York. 

By  Mr.  FRENCH:  Resolutions  and  proceedings  of  a  pub. 
lie  meeting,  without  distinction  of  party,  of  the  eilir.eus  of 
Fleming  county,  Kentucky,  held  on  llie  27ttt  of  May,  In 
which  it  is  declared  as  the  sense  of  the  meeting,  willioulu 
di-<senling  voice,  ''that  the  irenly  sutmiitled  by  the  Presi- 
(leni  of  the  irnited  Stales,  proposing  to  ainiex  the  Republic 
of  Tciiw  to  Uie  United  States,  ought  not  lu  be  ratified." 


IN  SENATE. 
Thursday,  June  G,  1844. 

The  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
communication  from  the  Treasury  Department, 
in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  30ih  ullitno,  con- 
cerning duties  on  railroad  iron;  which  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

MEMORIALS,  ETC. 

Mr.  PEARCE  presented  the  proceedings  and 
memorial  of  a  meeting  of  citizens  of  Baltimore 
county,  Maryland,  remonstrating  against  the 
annexalion  of  Texas  to  the  United  Stales;  which 
were  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WHITE  said  he  held  in  his  hand  the  me- 
morial of  a  meeting  of  the  Society  of  Friends, 
convened  from  the  btiues  of  Indiana  and  Illinois, 
and  the  western  part  of  Ohio,  at  Indianapolis, 
remnnstrnting  against  the  annexation  of  Texas 
to  the  United  States.  The  principal  gi-ound  al- 
leged by  the  memorialists  for  this  remonstrance 
was,  that  such  annexation  would  have  ihc  effect 
of  upholding,  continuing,  and  extending  slavery 
in  the  United  Stales,  and  of  involving  this  coun- 
try in  an  unjust  war  with  a  frienilly  nation  now 
at  peace  with  us.  The  memorialists,  in  a  letter 
accompanying  their  remonsti-ance,  advised  him 
that  the  sentiments  and  language  ihey  uttered  on 
this  occasion  were  the  sentiments  and  language 
of  Ihe  large  body  of  their  society,  consisting  of 
not  les.s  fhan  twenly-fivc  ihousnnd,  distinct  from 
a  small  body  whii?li  had  separated  themselves 
fioni  the  main  body  of  Q,uakers,and  unired  wiih 
Abolitionisls.  And  he  would  himself  undertake 
to  say  that  they  had  not  only  spoken  the  virtuous 
sentimenis  of  tweniy-five  ihousand  Quakers,  but 
of  a  very  large  portion  of  the  intelligence  and  re- 
spectability of  the  West.  He  would  go  further, 
and  undertake  to  say  thai,  within  less  than  eigh- 
teen months  fi-om  this  time,  these  will  be  the  uni- 
versal sentimi-^nts  of  a  very  Iai-ge  majority  of  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States.  This  portion  of 
the  American  people  had  only  spoken  in  advance 
of  what  will  be  the  pievailingopinion  everywhere 
ill  less  than  twelve  months.  The  annexation  of 
Texas  will  be  a  dead  question  wilhin  that  period. 
He  took  some  pride  in  being  selected  as  the  organ 
of  pi-eseiiting  this  memorial  and  remonstrance, 
bejtause  they  came  fiom  a  body  of  men  who,  while 


thev  possessed  more  than  ordinary  intelligence 
and  enterprise,  were  noted  for  exempLiry  pru- 
dence, integrity  of  char.ictcr,  and  sobriety  of  con- 
duct; a  body  possessing  and  practicing  all  those 
virtues  of  social  life  which  are  best  qualified,  if 
he  might  so  say,  to  Kajypify  the  community  in 
which  they  dwelt.  They  stand  up  for  what  they 
rigorously  believe  to  be  right,  whether  popular  or 
unpopular;  for  principles  based  on  virtue ;  for  good 
government;  the  friends  of  order,  of  the  laws,  and 
of  religion.  They  had,  doublicss,  errors  in  their 
tenets;  one  of  which,  in  his  judgment,  wns  that 
of  non-resistance  in  the  present  condition  of  the 
world.  But,  even  in  this,  may  they  no\  be  only 
in  advance  of  their  age  and  generation;  for  vlio 
did  not  .-see  in  the  advanced  march  of  civilizaiioo 
the  germs  of  univensal  peace  and  Christian  brother- 
ho6d,  which,  in  all  human  probability,  mitsi.al 
no  distant  period,  pervade  all  nations.'  In  the 
present  condition  of  the  world  he  could  not,  how- 
ever, approve  of  ihe  tenet  which  they  held  of  re- 
fusing to  perform  military  duty;  but  the  obstinacy 
with  which  they  adhered  to  such  tenets,  even  su'- 
fering  imprisonment  and  fine  in  their  support, 
evinced  at  lealt  the  sincerity  and  steadfastness  of 
their  principles.  He  wished  the  memorial  to  bt 
first  read,  and  then  the  letter  accomj)anyin?  it. 

The  memorial  and  letter  were  accordingly  read 
by  the  Secretary. 

Mr.  CERRIEN  observed  that  it  was  a  meroo- 
rial  the  nature  of  which,  in  his  opinion,  properly 
raised  the  question  of  reception. 

The  PRESIDENT  remarked  that  cuch  would 
be  the  question. 

Mr.  WHITE  hoped  not.  The  memorial  hid 
reference  to  the  prospective  effect  of  adding  mw 
territory  to  the  Union — not  to  slavery  as  it  no» 
exists  in  the  United  Slates. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  WHITE  inquired  how  the  question  of 
reception  arose  ? 

The  PRESIDENT  explained  that,  according 
to  the  usage  of  the  Scilate,  the  question  of  recep- 
tion arose  spontaneously  with  the  piTjsentationof 
any  petition  or  memorial,  the  tendency  of  which 
related  to  the  question  of  slavery. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  stated  ihat,  averse  as  he  was 
to  the  introduction  of  any  discussion  whatever 
on  the  subject  into  the  national  Legislature,  yet, 
believing  this  paper  came  within  the  rule  of  the 
Senate,  (whiciwfrom  its  language  he  could  not  at 
all  doubt,)  he  telt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  resist  its 
reception.  It  protested  against  the  eontiniumcf 
of  slavery.  It  did  nol.itis  true, ask  forthc  "abo- 
lition of  slavery,"  but  it  protested  against  its  ena- 
linuonc^;  and  he  could  see  no  difference,  in  effel 
or  principle,  between  that  and  abolition.  Ht; 
should  now  move  to  lay  the  question  of  rccepuoa 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  WHITE  protested  against  this  proposi- 
tion; and  on  it  he  raised  the  question  of  order, 
the  memorial  having  been   read,  and  thereby  re- 
ceived.    He  gave  notice  that  if  this  i\. 
vailed,  he  would  every  day,  for  the  r>  i 
the  session,  raise  the  question  of  rec^ , 
debate  it  throughout  the  morning liour. 

Mr,  PHELPS  demanded  the  yeas  and  nsya  on 
the  motion  to  lay  the  question  of  reception  oatbe 
tabli';  and  lliev  were  ordeied. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  rose  to  moke  a  su^ea- 
lioc.  He  thought  if  Iris  fiicnd  from  G*orgia  de- 
liberated for  a  moment  on  the  character  of  the 
memorial  and  the  memorialists,  he  would  sec  that 
he  might,  with  great  propriety,  withdraw  his  ol>- 
jeclions.  The  niemorialisls  alsclnim  being  oper- 
ated uponby,orncting  with.  Abolitionists.  From 
the  beginning  of  this  Government  to  the  present 
day,  the  t^uukers  have  heir!  the  same  mild  opin- 
ions on  this  subji'cl,and  have  annually  put  them 
forward  as  iheir  honest  convictions.  But  further 
than  this  expression  of  their  opinions,  they  ba»e 
not  gone.  They  have  offered  their  advice — ootb- 
ing  more.  In  doing  this,  they  acquit  their  con- 
sciences, and  they  ari:  satisfied.  Tlit:y  are  t>«»i 
like  political  Abolitionists — ihcy  stir  up  no  mri!-. 
for  they  aie  opposed  to  strife.  They  oppos/:  ii' 
annexation  of  Texas  because  tl  '^  J 

to  the  extension  of  slavery.     I:  ' -^ 

that  in  this  their  me:norial  cant- 
or usage  of  the  Senate  which  rcquin.^^ 
lion  of  reception  to  be  raised.     As  to  ■ 
the  subject,  he  thought,  ronsidering  the  ijiauriir 
in  which  it  had  been' handled  by  our  Secretary  of 


debated  in  the  Senate,  (on  the  Texas  treaty,)  it 
was  not  worth  while  now  to  be  Tastidious  about 
it.  He  could  assure  his  friend  from  Georgia  he 
was  no  more  an  Abolitionist  than  he  was;  but  he 
could  not  see  anything  in  this  memorial  to  pre- 
clude its  receplion. 

Mr.  BARROW  desired  to  hear  the  memorial 
and  letter  again  read. 

They  were  read  accordingly. 

Mr.  MOREHEAD  regretted  exceedingly  that 
a  c^uestion  of  this  sort  should  arise  in  a  body 
which  ha(l  been  heretofore  so  entirely  free  from 
excitement  on  this  subject.  He  had  risen  merely 
to  say  that,  while  he  would  vote  with  his  friend 
from  Georgia  in  upholding  the  rule  which  had 
hitherto  worked  so  well,  he  was  not  able  to  come 
to  the  same  conclusion  which  he  had  arrived  at, 
that  the  object  or  tendency  of  the  memorial  now 
in  question  was  to  strike  at  the  institutions  of 
■  slavery  as  they  exist  in  the  United  States.  It  ap- 
peared to  him  that  the  memorial  applied  merely 
to  the  effects  which  would  result  from  the  annex- 
ation of  Texas,  and  not  to  tlie  institution  which 
already  exists  within  the  present  Union.  If  the 
propositions  of  the  memorialists  applied  to  the 
institution  of  slavery  as  it  now  exists  in  the  Uni- 
ted Stales,  without  reference  to  the  effects  of  add- 
ing a  foreign  territory,  he  would  not  hesitate  a 
moment  in'  giving  his  vote  with  his  friend  from 
Georgia  to  lay  the  'question  of  reception  on  the 
table. 

He,  for  one,  would  then  be  ready  to  uphold  the 
rule  in  the  spirit  in  which  it  had  always  been  re- 
sorted to.  But  he  could  not  think  with  his  friend, 
tliat  the  memorial  touched  the  question  of  slavery 
in  the  United  States;  and  the  rule  applies  solely  to 
the  existence  of  those  institutions  within  the  pres- 
ent Union.*  It  could  apply  to  nothingelse.  Now, 
the  memorial  remonstrates  against  the  annexa- 
tion of  Texas  on  the  two  grounds,  that,  by  this 
annexation,  the  slavery  which  would  come  with 
it  would  be  an  extension  of  what  the  memorial- 
ists deem  an  evil;  and  that  this  annexation  would 
involve  the  United  States  in  a  war  with  a  friendly 
Power  now  at  peace.  He  understood  it  as  a  pro- 
test against  the  introduction,  under  our  Govern- 
ment, of  additional  territory  with  slavery  attached 
to  it.  It  seemed  to  him  to  be  nothing  more  than 
proper  to  permit  these  memorialists  to  express 
tJicir  views  as  to  the  effects  of  this  measure  upon 
our  Government.  He  was  not  disposed  to  place 
restrictions  upon  the  free  expression  of  opinions 
coining  from  any  citizens  of  the  United  States. 
He  held  opinions  different  from  those  of  the  me- 
morialists as  to  the  effects  of  the  annexation  of 
Texas  nn  our  institutions,  but  he  thought  the 
manner  in  which  the  memorialists  offered  their 
opinions  presented  a  state  of  the  case  altogetlier 
different  from  that  which  would  demand  the  ap- 
plication of  the  rule  of  the  Senate. 
,  Mr.  BERRIEN  found  himself  very  reluctantly 
placed  in  the  situation  in  which  he  was;  but  it 
arose  from  acting  up  to  his  conviction  of  what  he 
'  felt  to  be  his  duty.  The  course  he  had  pursued 
would  show  that  he  was  not  disposed  to  obtrude 
this  question  upon  the  national  Legislature.  His 
associalea  knew  he  had  no  peculiar  views  or  ob- 
jects which  could  induce  him  to  do  so.  He  had 
at  all  times  abstained  from  any  course  calculated 
to  introduce  this  exciting  topic  intS  councils 
where  they  were  out  of  place.  There  was  s  stand- 
ing rule  of  the  Senate  opposed  to  it;  and  under  a 
conviction  that  this  memorial  citme  within  the 
operation  of  that  rule,  he  ha^  appealed  to  it.  If 
he  had  not  done  so,  he  should  have  fallen  short  of 
the  performance  of  a  duty  which  he  owed  to  the 
constituency  he  represented.  It  could  not  be  de- 
nied that  the  object  of  the  memorial  is  to  avert  the 
annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United  States,  on 
account  of  the  effect  it  would  have  in  upholding, 
continuing,  and  extending  the  institution  of  sla- 
very now  existing  in  the  United  States.  It  refers. 
to  tlic  continuing  and  upholding  of  slavery  in  the 
United  Stales.  If  the  memuriolists  bad  confined 
themselves  to  the  simple  declaration  that,  by  the 
annexation  of  Texus,  there  would  be  an  exten- 
sion of  slavery,  against  which  they  remonstrated, 
there  might  be  some  force  in  what  had  been  raid 
of  the  memorial  not  coming  strictly  within  the 
rule.  But  the  words  upholding  and  conlimtiiig 
refer,  too  obviously  to  be  doubted,  to  the  slave 
institutions  of  the  United  States.  The  memorial- 
wta  not  only  declare  themselves  opposed  to  the 


annexation  of  Texas,  but  to  the  upholding  and 
continuance  of  slavery;  and  this  certainly  could 
not  be  construed  into  anything  less  than  hostility 
to  the  institutions  of  the  slavenolding  States.  He 
regretted  that  this  subject  had  been  excited  into 
discussion;  it  wasnot  his  intention  that  itshould; 
for  he  had  taken  it  for  granted  that,  when  the 
question  of  reception  was  raised,  it  would,  as 
usual  in  the  Senate  heretofore,  be  acquiesced  in 
without  debate — ^the  memorial  itself  so  obviously 
contemplating  an  interference  with  institutions 
and  interests  shielded  from  such  interference  by 
constitutional  compact.  He  maintained  that  the 
memorial  was  within  the  legitimate  operation  of 
the  Senate's  own  rule;  and,  entertaining  this  con- 
viction, he  ielt  that  he  only  discharged  the  duty 
imposed  upon  him  by  his  position  in  the  Senate; 
and  he  did  so,  not  merely  in  reference  to  the  effect 
of  a|itating  this  subject  on  the  South,  but  on  the 
whole  country.  If  the  operation  of  the  rule  was 
to  be  withheld  from  this  memorial,  a  door  would 
be  thrown  open  to  the  ingress  of  others  that  could 
not  fail  to  embroil  the  Senate  in  discussions  of  the 
most  exciting  and  dangerous  character.  He  was 
not  to  be  intimidated  by  the  threat  of  reiterating 
this  question  every  day.  He  wished  to  intercept 
the  first  step;  but  if,  on  this  question,  gentlemen 
would  get  up  a  discussion,  he  could  not  feel  him- 
self at  liberty  to  abstain  from  the  expression  of 
his  own  views — leaving  to  those  who  incited  it  to 
abide  the  responsibility  of  whatever  excitement 
mi^ht  ensue. 

Mr  WHITE  rose;  but,  observing  that  it  was 
considered  out  of  order  to  proceed,  he  remarked 
that  he  desired  to  be  heard,  and,  if  necessary  for 
that  purpose,  he  woujd,  after  this  question  was 
disposed  of,  offer  a  resolution  on  which  he  would 
be  entitled  to  apeak. 

Mr  ."CRITTENDEN  said  he  believed  the  ob- 
ject was  merely  to  receive  the  memorial  and  lay 
It  on  the  table 

Mr.  WHITE  said,  if  he  could  get  at  it  now, 
that  would  be  bis  motion;  but  be  understood  the 
question  was  on  laying  the  question  of  receplion 
on  the  table — which  he  held  not  to  be  in  order,  the 
memorial  having  been  received,  as  shown  by  its 
being  read. 

Mr.  ARCHER,  who  had  just  come  to  his  seat, 
asked  the  Chair  what  was  the  pending  question. 
.  The  PRESIDENT  stated  that  it  was  on  laying 
the  question  of  reception  on  the  table.  The  point 
of  order  raised  by  tne  Senator  from  Indiana  was 
overruled. 

Mr.  WHITE.  Then,  to  get  at  my  motion,  I 
shall  have  to  vote  against  the  pending  question. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  laying  the 
question  of  reception  on  the  table,  (which  would 
carry  the  whole  subject  with  it;)  and  resulted  in 
the  negative — yeas  19,  nays  24;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Memra.  Archer,  Atelitson,  Atherton,  Bayard, 
Dentoo,  Berrien,  Buch.iaan,  Fairfield,  Fulton,  Haywood, 
UeDdersoii,  Uu'*er,  Johnson,  Rives,  Seniple,  Sevier, 
Walker,  Woodbury,  and  VVright-19. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Barrow,  Bales,  Choate,  CnaytoD,  Crit- 
tenden, Daylun,  Evati:*,  Foster,  Francis,  Uannegan,  Hunt- 
ington, Majigum,  Miller,  Morehead,  Niles,  Fcorce,  rlielps. 
Porter,  BiiamoDs,  Sturgeoo,  Tallmadge,  Upturn,  White, 
and  Woodbridge— 24. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  reception  of 
the  memorial. 

Mr.  WHITE  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
this  question;  but  before  he  sat  down,  at  the  re- 
quest of  his  friends,  withdrew  the  call. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  renewed  the  call  for  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  PRESIDENT  staled  that  unless  objected 
to,  the  question  would  be  taken  jointly  on  the 
reception  and  laying  on  the  table. 

Objection  was  made;  so  the  question  was  taken 
simpl^  on  the  reception,  and  resulted — yeoa  27, 
nays  12;  as  follows: 

YE  AS— Messrs.  Barrow,  Bates.  Biiohanan,  Clioale,  Clay- 
ton. Orittendon,  Dayton,  Evans,  Fairfleid.  Foster,  Francis, 
llamiegan,  lliintiiij»Ion.Maii;{uin,  Miller,  Morfhead,  Niles, 
Philips,  Porter,  aeinple,  Simmons.  Sturgeon,  Tallmadge, 
Upham,  While,  Woodbridge.  and  Wright— 27. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Atchison,  AUierton,  Benton,  Berrien, 
Fulton,  Uavwood,  Henderson,  Uuger,  Jobnson,  lUves,  Se- 
vier, and  Walker— lil.  ^ 

So  the  memorial  was  received. 

Mr.  WHITE  disclaimed,  on  behalf  of  the  me- 
morialists, any  responsibility  in  having  been  the 
occasion  of  the  first  division  in  the  Senate  upon 
this  subject,  or  in  anything  that  had  occurred  to* 


morial  on  the  table,  as  the  matter  to  which  it 
referred  was  not  under  reference  to  any  of  the 
committees. 

The  memorial  was  accordingly  laid  upon  the 
table. 

Mr.  STURGEON  presented  a  memorial  from 
citizens  of  Philadelphia,  calling  themselves  native 
Americans,  asking  that  foreigners  shall  be  re- 
quired to  prove  a  residence  of  twenty-one  years 
after  their  declaration  of  becoming  citizens,  before 
they  can  be  entitled  to  the  rights,  privileges,  and 
immunities  of  native-born  citizens.  In  presenting 
this  memorial, however  sorry  he  slioulo  feel  to  be 
found  dissenting  from  the  opinions  of  any  of  his 
constituents,  he  felt  bound  to  say  that  he  was  far 
from  concurring  with  the  memorialists  as  to  the 
necessity  for  altering  the  present  law  of  natural- 
ization. His  conviction  was  that  foreigners,  who 
gave  this  country  and  its  institutions  that  prefer- 
ence which  induced  them  to  make  it  their  perma- 
ment  residence,  ought  to  be  entitled  to  citizenship 
as  soon  as  they  were  ready  to  give  satisfactory 

C roof  that  such  was  their  object.  But,  as  it  might 
e  difficult  to  act  upon  tlie  presumption  of  inten- 
tions, he  believed, on  the  whole,  the  law  as  it  now 
stood,  was  best  calculated  to  obviate  all  difficul- 
ties; and  he  thought  foreigner^ought  not  to  object 
to  it,  seeing  that,  in  many  of  the  States,  a  native 
citizen  cannot  remove  into  them  and  enjoy  all  the 
privileges  of  State  citizenship  till  after  a  two  yean' 
residence. 

The  memorial  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  EVANS,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
reported  back,  with  an  amendment,  accompanied 
by  a  report,  the  House  bill  for  the  relief  of  Fnr- 
guson  and  Reid.  The-  report  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Also,  several  documents  relating  to  the  claims 
of  Pearson,  Cursban,  &,  Co.,  as  to  the  remission 
of  duty  on  ceriain  cotton  imported  from  Texas, 
and  destroyed  by  fire  in  New  Orleans;  and  asked 
that  the  committee  be  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  same.  The  coromittea 
was  accordingly  discharged. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  from  the  Committee  on 
CSmmerce,  reported  back,  with  an  amendment, 
the  House  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Sands. 

Mr.  MOREHEAD,  from  the  Committee  oa 
Public  Lands,  reported  back,  with  an  amendment, 
the  bill  to  recognize  the  sale  of  public  lands  in 
Louisiana  in  certain  cases,  and  for  otlier  pur- 
poses. 

Mr.  WHITE,  from  the  Committee  «n  Indiaa 
Affairs,  reported  back,  without  amendment,  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  George  S.  Gains,  and  recom* 
mended  it  to  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  TAPPAN,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Library,  reported  a  bill  for  the  establishment  of 
a  Smithsonian  institution  for  the  increase  of 
knowledge  amongst  men;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  SEVIER  asked  his  friend  from  Delaware 
to  call  up  a  little  pension  bill,  which  would  have 
to  pass  the  House  yet,  anil  ought  not  to  be 
delayed. 

Mr.  EVANS  objected  to  taking  up  anything 
out  of  its  order  on  the  Calendar. 

Mr.  ATCHISON,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  joint  reso- 
lution for  the  relief  of  David  Shaw  and  Solomon 
S.Corsu;  which  was  read,and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

NOTICE  or  A  BILL. 

Mr.  CHOATE  gave  notice  of  a  bill  he  would 
ask  leave  to  introduce  for  remunerating  Professor 
Morse  for  his  electro-magnectic  telegraph. 

MARK  SIMPSON. 

Mr.  SEVIER  now  moved  to  postpone  the  pre- 
vious orders,  and  take  up  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Mark  Simpson.  . 

Mr;  EVANS  resisted  any  motion  interfering 
with  the  general  orders  as  they  stood  on  the 
Calendar. 

Mr.  BAYARD  did  not  know  that  the  objecUoa 
of  one  Senator  should  prevail. 

Mr.  SEVl  ER  said  the  bill  was  for  a  pension  to 
poor  old  Mark  Simpson,  of  Delaware,  and  would 
qot  coaaume  five  minutes'  tine. 
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Mr.  BAYARD  said  it  had  lain  over  six  mouths 
already. 

Mr.  EVANS  still  objecting, 

A  division  was  called  for,  and  resulted — ayes 
SO,  noes  Jl. 

So  the  previous  orders  were  postponed;  and 
the  bill  was  taken  up,  considered,  anu  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

EXKCUTIVE  SESSION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  the  Senate 
went  into  executive  session;  and  aftet  some  hours 
•pent  therein,  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

TuuRSDAT,  June  6,  1844. 

TheJournalofyesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
Mr.  HAMLIN  desired  to  offer  a  resolution  call- 
ing upon  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  and 
Grounds  to  inquire  and  report  for  what  the  late 
appropriations  made  to  purchase  furniture  for  the 
Presiaent's  House  had  been  expended.  He  said 
he  understood  that  a  part  of  such  appropriations 
had  been  expended  in  the  purchase  of  wines  and 
iquors  for  the  President's  cellar. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  objected  to  the  reso- 
lution. • 

Mr.  HAMLIN  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rules  to  enable  him  to  offer  liis  resolution;  and  on 
that  he  called  for  the  yuaa  and  nays;  which  were 
ordered. 

Mr.  PRATT  said,  with  the  permission  of  the 
House,  he  could  give  such  an  explanation  as 
would  obviate  the  necessity  of  taking  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  this  motion.  He  then  proceeded  to 
explain  that  there  had  been  no  such  expenditures 
as  the  gentleman  from  Maine  seemed  to  allude 
to. 

After  some  conversation,  Mr.  HAMLIN  with- 
drew his  motion. 

NEWSPAPERS  FOR  MEMBERS. 

A  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Rcdinq  on  the 
3d  of  January,  which  was  laid  over  from  that 
day  to  the  present,  directing  the  Clerk  to  furnish 
each  member  with  such  newspapers  as  he  may 
want,  not  exceeding  the  price  of  three  daily  news- 
papers, was  called  up  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  who  said  they  had  been  A- 
cciving  the  newspapers,  and  that  it  was  necessary 
there  should  be  some  order  made  for  their  pay- 
ment. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

EXECOTIVE   C0MMDN1C.\TI0NS. 

The  following  executive  communications  were 
presented  to  the  House  by  the  SPEAKER: 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  ad 
inlerem,  transmitting  the  residue  of  the  informa- 
tion required  by  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
the  Hth  ultimo,  in  relation  to  a  statement  of  the 
duty  collected  on  certain  articles  imported  into 
New  York  during  the  month  of  March,  1844. 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea.sury, 
transmitting,  for  tlie  information  of  the  House  of 
Ilepresentaiives,  a  report  from  Piofeissor  Samuel 
F.  B.  Morse,  onnouncing  the  completion  of  the 
electro-magnetic  telegraph  between  Wa.-ihington 
and  the  city  of  Baltimore,  as  authorized  by  the 
act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1843,  to  test  the  practi- 
cability of  establishing  a  system  of  eleclio-mug- 
iietic  telegraphs  by  the  United  States;  and  that 
the  perfect  practicability  of  the  system  has  been 
fully  and  satisfactorily  establisiied  by  the  work 
already  completed;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

SENATE  BILLS. 

The  following  bills  and  joint  resolutions  from 
the  Senate  were  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and 
committed: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Robert  Ful- 
ton; 

An  act  to  settle  the  title  to  the  Pea  Patch  island , 
in  the  river  Delaware; 

An  act  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to  the 
Stale  of  Illinois  to  impose  a  tax  upon  all  lands 
hereafter  sold  by  the  United  States  in  that  State, 
from  and  after  the  time  of  such  sale; 

An  act  supplementary  to  an  act  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  William  Wynn,"  approved  Au- 
gust 11,  1842; 

An  actauthorizing  the  opening  of  a  canal  around 


the  Falls  of  St.  Mary,  at  the  outlet  of  Lake  Supe- 
rior; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  Ritchie; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  J.  Pemberton  Hutchin- 
son, late  consul  of  the  United  Slates  at  Lisbon; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Adams  &  Co., 
and  others; 

An  act  renewing  certain  naval  pensions; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  de  Buys,  late 
postmaster  at  New  Orleans; 

An  act  to  continue  the  pensions  of  certain  wid- 
ows; 

An.act  relating  to  certain  coUsction  districts, 
and  for  other  purposes; 

An  act  granting  a  pension  to  James  Duflie; 

An  act  <;oncerning  furloughs  in  the_  naval  ser- 
vice; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  Elliott,  jr.,  of 
Fulton  county.  State  of  Illinois; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  Buren; 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  grant  a  register  to  the  British  boat  therein 
mentioned; 

A  resolution  concerning  the  copper  rock  of  Lake 
Superior; 

A  resolution  suspending  the  joint  resolution, 
providing  for  the  printing  of  additional  copies  of 
the  Journals  and  public  documents;  which  was 
also  read  a  third  time,  and  passed;  and 

A  resolution  relating;  to  the  public  lands  ap- 
pertaining to  the  armories  at  Springfield  and  Har- 
per's Ferry. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Henry 
Gardiner  and  others,  directors  of  an  association 
called  the  New  England  Mississippi  Land  Com- 
pany," reporfed  the  same  without  amendmeni, 
and  it  was  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  McKAY  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  payment  of  Navy  pensions  for  the  year 
ending  30th  June,  1845;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

PERSONAL  EXPLANATIONS. 

Mr.  PDYTON  said  the  reporter  had  uninten-. 
tionally  fallen  into  two  or  three  errors  in  the  re- 
port of  the  remarks  which  he  had  submitted  to 
the  committee  on  yesterdoy.  He  was  represented 
as  calling  his  competitor,  in  the  last  canvass  for 
a  seat  on  this  floor,  a  Federalist.  This  was  a 
mistake,  and  had  originated,  no  doubt,  in  this 
way:  he  had  held  up  a  book  in  his  hand  contain- 
ing the  names  of  many  Federalists  of  the  old 
school  who  are  now  Democrats;  said  he  had  read 
their  names  from  that  book  when  canvassing  his 
district  with  his  competitor.  But  he  did  not  call 
him  a  Federalist. 

He  had  been  represented  as  saying  that  his  col- 
league [Mr.  C.  Johnson]  had  advocated  direct  tax- 
ation in  a  speech  liere  the  other  day.  He  liAii 
said  that  his  colleague  Mr.  [A.  Johnson]  had 
argued  strongly  for  direct  taxation,  though  he  dis- 
claimed being  an  adrocale  of  direct  taxation. 

He  was  aKso  represented  assaying  that  this  (di- 
rect taxation)  was  the  favorite  system  of  his  col- 
league, [Mr.  C.  Johnson,]  and  thai  his  colleague 
said  he  was  bred  a  tailor.  His  colleague,  Mr.  (A. 
Johnson,)  in  liisspeech  on  the  naval  appropriation 
bill,  had  alluded  to  ihc  circumstance  of  his  being 
a  tailor,  and  he  (Mr.  P.)  thought  his  brother  tai- 
lors would  not  thank  him  for  a  policy  that  would 
bring  them  oji  a  level  unth  the  paupers  of  Europe. 
Mr.  P.  said  he  was.iisked  by  his  colleague  if  he 
meant  any  disrespect  to  the  tailors  in  the  reyjarks 
he  had  made.  If  his  colleague  had  paid  any  at- 
tention to  his  remarks  on  yesterday,  he  would 
have  been  saved  ihe  trouble  of  a.sking  such  a 
question.  His  colleague's  allusion  to  the  facbof 
his  being  a  tailor,  several  duysngo,  in  his  speech 
on  this  door,  had  induced  him  (Mr.  P.)  to  ailude 
to  that  subject  to  show  that  he  was  not  represent- 
ing the  true  interest  of  the  tailors,  when  he  argued 
so  strongly  against  the  lariff,  and  in  favor  of 
direct  taxation.  He  stated  at  the  time  that  the 
tailors  were  as  respectable  a  class  of  people  as 
any  in  his  district,  and  he  took  pleasure  in  saying 
that  he  reckoned  many  of  them  among  his  per- 
sonal and  political  friends. 


Mr.  P.  said  he  wished  to  disavow  any  com- 
plaint towards  the  reporters.  He  was,  mdeed, 
surprised  that,  in  a  Hall  so  badly  constructed  for 
hearing,  and  with  such  an  uproar  as  was  kept  up 
in  their  neighborhood,  and  from  the  lapid  and 
desultory  manner  in  which  he  spoke,  they  could 
give  so  full  and  accurate  a  report  of  what  be  did 
say. 

Mr.  A.  JOHNSON  asked  leave  to  explain; 
which  was  granted.  Mr.  J.  said  his  colleague 
was  ns  much  mistaken  in  the  position  he  assumed 
a  few  days  since,  while  making  his  remarks  upon 
the  manner  and  mode  of  collecting  the  revenue 
necessary  to  support  the  General  Govenimenl.ax 
the  reporter  was  in  mistaking  Cave  for  Andrew; 
for  he  had  expressly  said  he  was  not  an  advocate 
of  what  was  commonly  called  direct  "taxes;  but 
he  had  gone  on  to  prove  in  that  argument  how 
much  cheaper  the  State  of  Tennessee  could  col- 
lect the  $1,775,000  now  propospd  to  be  raited  off 
of  Tennessee  as  her  proportion  of  the  $36,000,000  • 
necessary  tp  defray  the  aggregate  expenses  of  the 
Federal  Government.  He  had  said  that  Tennes- 
see could  prescribe  a  mode  for  the  collection  of 
this  $1,775,000,  and  could  collect  it  and  pay  it 
over  to  the  Federal  Government,  and  save  many 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  to  her  people, 
and  thereby  lighten  their  burdens.  He  would 
now  repeat  what  he  had  said  on  a  former  occa- 
sion— that  it  cost  the  people  of  Tennessee,  by  the 
operation  of  the  present  tariff,  more  than  eight 
hundred  thousand  dollars  to  get  this  $1,775,000 
into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  Slates.  The 
present  tariff  made  every  merchant  in  the  country 
a  collector  of  ihe  public  revenue. 

The  merchants,  in  the  first  place,  paid  the 
$1,775,000  to  the  Federal  Government  in  the  par- 
chase  of  their  goods;  this  $1,775,000  _waa  added 
to  the  first  cost  of  the  goods;  upon  the  first  cost 
the  merchant  laid  his  profit  of  from  fifty  to  a 
hundred  percent.;  consequently,  the  mechaoici 
and  farmers  of  the  country,  who  bought  and  con- 
sumed those  goods  in  their  families,  paid  over 
eight  hundred  thousand  dollars  as  collection  fees. 
He  repeated  that  this  sum  could  be  collected  for 
somettiing  like  $7,000  instead  of  $800,000;  and  he 
had  added  to  this  amount  $146,000  that  might  be 
saved  to  Tennessee  under  a  proper  system  of  tax- 
ation upon  her  slaves;  but  his  remarks  would  be 
published  at  full  length  in  due  time,  and  there 
would  be  no  misunderstanding  in  relation  to  this 
matter.  And  as  to  the  protection  it  gave  tailors, 
it  is  something  like  ten  or  twelve  cents  a  head, 
while  they  are  taxed,  on  all  the  articles  they  used 
in  their  families,  not  less  than  fifty  dollorsahead. 
This,  he  thought,  the  tailors  throughout  the  coaa- 
try  would  understand  as  well  as  his  colleague. 
His  colleague  had  made  an  allusion  to  his  pro- 
fession; he  now  asked  him  if  he  did  it  out  of  any 
disrespect  to  the  profession  or  referable  to  him. 

Mr.  PEYTON  disclaimed  any  such  intention. 
He  had  alluded  to  the  fact,  by  stating  that  he  did 
not  think  his  colleague  truly  represented  the  in- 
terests of  that  classof  mechanics  of  which  be  was 
himself  a  member. 

Mr.  A.  JOHNSON  expressed  himself  entirely 
satisfied'wilh  the  explanation. 

Mr.  KING,  of  New  York,  said  be  desired  lo 
make  a  personal  explanation.  He  had  not  seen 
the  rcmiirks  of  the  gonlleman  from  Tcnncsaoe, 
[Mr.  Pkv'i'on,]  as  published  this  morning;  bath* 
was  informed  that  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
had  said  on  this  floor  that  a  Democratic  member 
of  this  House  froin  New  York  had  said  to  him, 
or  in  his  hearing,  that  James  K.  Polk  would  not 
receive  ilie  vote  of  a  single  electoi-al  college  except 
that  of  South  Carolina;  and  that  that  vote  would 
depend  upon  the  caprice  of  a  single  individual  of 
that  State.  How  far  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see may  consider  it  consistent  with  his  honor  to 
throw  an  imputation  upon  more  than  twenty  men, 
ami  refuse  lo  designate  the  person,  was  for  him- 
self to  determine.  He  would  not  express  an  opin- 
ion npnn  that  point;  but  he  would  say  that, so tiir 
as  that  imputation  applied  lo  him,  as  one  of  the 
Democratic  members  Irom  New  York,  the  impu- 
tation was  entirely  destitute  of  any  fnundatiooin 

truth.     On  the  contrary,  sir,  so  :  ■■    ' ••■— r- 

taining  sue.li  an  opinion,  mycoiii'i 
tegrityimdronsiancyof  iheunterr.  y 

of  this  country  is  such  that  I  am  induced  luhop* 
and  believe  tliat  James  K.  Polk  will  receive  lite 
vote  of  my  own  native  State — New  York — and 
with  it  the  vote  of  a  large  majority  of  the  Stales  of 
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our  glorious  Union.  "  Everything  for  the  cause 
— nothing^ for  men,"  is  the  motto  of  Democmcy. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said,  as  the  courtesy  of  per- 
mitting explanations  had  been  liberally  extended 
to  gentlemen  here,  he  hoped  a  like  courtesy  would 
also  be  extended  to  Texas.  He  had  a  memorial 
in  reference  toanifexation,  which  he  desired  leave 
to  present,  that  it  might  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

Objection  was  made;  and  the  memorial  was  not 
received. 

C0NTB8TED  ELECTION. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore  (Mr.  Wbller  in 
the  chair)  suited  ibnt  this  was  the  day  fixed  for 
the  considerntion  of  the  resolution  reported  by 
the  Committee  of  Elections  in  relation  to  the  con- 
test between  Mr.  J.  M.  Bolts  and  Mr.  J.  W. 
Jones,  for  the  seat  in  this  House  as  the  Repre- 
sentative of  the  sixth  congressional  district  in 
Virginia;  on  which  the  House  had  agreed  to  hear 
the  contestant  at  the  bar. 

■  The  resolution  before  the  House,  reported  from 
the  committee,  declared  that  Mr.  J.  W.  Jones 
was  duly  elected,  and  entitled  to  the  seat. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  reminded  the  House  that  it  had 
resolved  to  hear  the  contestant  at  the  bar, and  he 
moved  that  the  same  privilege  be  extended  to  the 
sitting  member;  for,  under  the  rules  of  the  House, 
the  Speaker  had  no  right  to  speak  except  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  ELMER  suggested  that  both  the  contest- 
ant and  the  sitting  member  be  restricted  to  one 
hour,  as  were  the  members  of  this  House. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  said  the  one-hour  rule  would 
apply  to  those  gentlemen,  as  a  matter  of  course. 
,  The  motion  en  Mr.  Hopkins  was  then  adopted. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky ,  inquired  if  he  under- 
stood the  Speaker  to  assent  to  the  position  (hat 
the  one-hour  rule  of  this  House  would  apply  to 
the  gentlemen  to  be  heard  at  the  bar  in  this  case  ? 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore  replied  in  the 
affirmative. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky,  again  inquired  if 
the  Speaker  decided  that  the  one-hour  rule  ap- 
plied to  any  other  persona  than  the  members  of 
this  House  ? 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore  assented. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky,  said  if  such  was 
the  decision,  he  should  appeal  when  the  proper 
time  came.  [Cn'esof  "This  is  the  proper  time."] 
Well,  then,  he  would  take  an  appeal  now. 

Mr.  JAMESON  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  appeal. 

Mr.  WINTHROP  suggested  that  this  was  not 
the  proper  time  to  settle  tnc  question .  If  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  [Mr.  Botts]  had  spoken 
one  hour,  and  desired  to  speak  further,  the  ques- 
tion would  then  properly  come  up. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  said  it  was  due  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  [Mr.  Botts]  that  the  question 
should  be  settled  now  for  his  guidance  in  the  ar- 
rangement of  his  argument;  though,  as  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Winthrop]  na4 
intimated,  the  question  would  properly  come  up 
hereafter.  But  on  what  ground  would  the  con- 
testant be  here  atall.>  On  tha  ground  that  he  was 
a  rightful  member  of  this  House;  and  hence  the 
rule  of  the  House,  while  it  embraced  the  mem- 
bers of  the  House,  would  also  embrace  the  gen- 
tleman himself.  , 

Mr.  HALE  hoped  the  one-hOur  rule,  odious  at 
all  times,  but  particularly  so  in  such  a  case  as 
this,  would  not  here  be  applied.  The  gentleman 
from  Virginia  [Mr.  Botts]  came  here  and  cora- 
plnined  tnot  he  was  deprived  of  the  seat  to  which 
nc  was  rightfully  entitled,  and  that  the  people  of 
that  district  were  deprived  of  their  proper  Repre- 
sentative; and  he  trusted  he  would  be  fully  heard 
on  the  arguments  of  the  c^se,  and  that  the  deci- 
sion of  the  Chair  would  not  be  sustained. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky,  said  the  rule  of  the 
House  on  which  the  decision  of  the  Chair  was 
baaed,  applied,  in  express  language,  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  House  exclusively.  The  rule  was  in 
these  words: 

V  Nn  memtier  shall  occupy  more  than  one  honr  In  debate 
on  any  quesUon  in  the  House  or  In  coramluee." 

Who  was  the  member  of  this  House  from  the 
I^chmond  district?  Had  that  district  two  Repre- 
sentatives on  this  floor?  According  to  the  inter- 
pretation of  the  Speaker,  that  district  bad  two 
Representatives  on  this  floor—  a  position  which  it 
was  only  necessary  to  state  to  show  its  absurdity. 

Mr.  HOPKINSMnquired  if  the  one-hour  rule 
did  not  apply  to  the  sitting  member. 


Mr.  DAVIS,  ot  Kentucky,  said  it  did;  but  he 
intended,  at  the  proper  time,  to  move  a  suspension 
of  that  rule  in  relation  to  the  argument  of  that 
gentleman  on  the  case.  There  was  a  contest 
which  involved  seven  hundred  contested  votes, 
and  questions  connected  with  the  qualifications  of 
those  votes,  which  no  human  being  could  prop-^ 
eriy  discuss  within  one  hour.  To  enforce  such  a 
restriction  was  a  mockery  of  the  contestant;  it 
was  an  insult  to  the  claimant  of  this  seat  and  to 
the  gentlemen  who  voted  for  him;  and  if  he  (Mr. 
D.)  was  in  that  gentleman's  place,  he  would  scorn 
to  accept  such  a  limited  time  as  one  hour  in  if  mat- 
ter of  this  character,  and  he  would  walk  out  of 
this  House  without  saying  one  .word. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  said  it  would  be  recollected  that 
when  the  resolution  was  adopted  by  which  the 
House  agreed  to  hear  the  eentleman  from  Virginia 
at  the  bar  of  the  House,  he  put  directly  the-inter- 
rogatory,  whether  the  contestant  member  would 
be  allowed  a  privilege  or  a  right  beyond  that  en- 
joyed by  the  sitting  member;  and  he  was  then  told 
that  no  such  right  would  be  given.  He  believed 
the  Chair  was  right  then,  and  he  had  no  doubt 
that  the  Chair  was  right  now.  He  would  like  to 
hear  on  what  principle  of  equity,  of  parliament- 
ary law,  or  of  justice,  any  man  could  cpme  here 
to  contest  the  right  of  a  sitting  member  to  his  seat, 
and  claim  rights  superior  to  those  enjoyed  by  the 
sitting  memberrof  this  House. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Davis] 
said  if  he  was  in  the  place  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  [Mr.  Botts,]  be  would  refuse  to  accept 
a  paltry  hour,  oud  would  turn  round  and  walk 
out'  of  the  House.  That  gentlemen  also  talked 
about  the  great  questions  involved  in  this  contest, 
and  he  complained  of  the  applicatloi)  of  the  hour 
rule  to  it.  Well,  in  relation  to  the  one  hour  rule, 
he  agreed  with  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky. 
He  never  had  voted  for  the  one  hour  rule,  and 
never  should;  but  so  long  as  it  was  one  of  the 
rules  of  this  House,  it  should  be  sustained;  and 
he  should  vote  to  sustain  it.  Did  thegentleman 
from  Kentucky  vote  for  that  rule?  The  gentle- 
man said  here  was  a  great  question  afl"ecting  the 
qualifications  of  seven  Tiundred  voters  in  oneof  the 
congressional  districts  of  Virginia;  but  had  that 
genueman  forgotten  that  a  case  came  up  early  in 
the  present  session  affecting  the  right  to  tneir 
seats  of  the  members  of  some  half  dozen  States;' 
and  that  they  were  limited  by  the  one  hour  rule? 
The  great  questions  of  the  currency,  the  tarifl*, 
and  others  of  great  national  importance,  wer« 
also  limited  by  this  paltry-one  hour  rule.  How 
was  it,  then,  that  the  rights  of  the  voters  in  one 
district  in  Virginia  had  awoke  the  sympathies  of 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  when  they  were 
not  enlisted  in  cases  of  national  importance  ? 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky,  replied  that,  in  all 
other  cases,  two  hundred  and  twenty-three  mem- 
bers could  speak  on  this  floor;  but,  in  this  case, 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  alone  could  be  heard. 

Air.  HAMLIN  inquired  if  two  hundred  and 
twenty-three  members  could  not  also  speak  on 
the  questions  involved  in  this  case?  Was  he  to 
shut  his  mouth,  and  be  a  listener  only?  He  de- 
nied that  such  was  the  case.  Let,  then,  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  occupy  his  hour,  and  if  his 
argument  was  such  as  to  require  it,  he  would  vote 
for  an  extension  of  that  gentleman's  time. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  hoped  this  question  would 
be  decided  upon  principle,  and  not  by  a  party 
vote.  The  rule  of  the  House  applied  to  members 
only,  and  could  not  properly  be  made  applicable 
to  the  parties  in  this  controversy.  While  the 
question  of  the  right  to  a  seat  here  was  pending, 
and  the  House  was  engaged  in  deliberating  upon 
it,  neither  of  the  gentlsmen  claiming  the  right 
(though  one  had  Been  admitted  to  a  seat)  could 
be  considered  as  a  member  of  the  House,  and 
consequently  the  rule  was  not  applicable  to  tliem. 
The  Speaker,  appearing  as  a  claimant  for  the  seat 
which  he  had  oeen  admitted  to  occupy  tempo- 
rarily, did  not  stand  in  the  capacity  of  a  member. 
He  appealed  to  the  candor,  the  generosity,  and 
fairness  of  the  majority,  to  place  no  restriction 
upon  the  parties  in  relation  to  the  time  which 
they  should  be  permitted  to  occupy. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  observed  that,  if  the 
sitting  member  were  to  appear  at  the  bar  in  his 
capacity  of  Speaker,  he  could  not  be  permitted 
to  be  heard  at  all.  He  would  have  no  right,  as 
Speaker,  to  say  a  word.  But  in  this  case  he  was 
not  standing  in  the  capacity  of  Speaker  of  this 


House,  nor  even  in  the  capacity  of  a  memberjbut 
as  a  claimant  for  a  seat  upon  this  floor.  The 
spirit  of  the  rule  was  to  prevent  an  undue  con- 
sumption of  time — there  being  two  hundred  and 
twenty-three  members  who  were  all  entitled  to 
speak  upon  all  questions  which  came  before  the 
House — and  was  not  applicable  to  a  case  like  the 
present. 

Mr.  JAMESON  said,  having  no  doubt  that  the 
decision  of  the  Chair  was  right,  and  being  desirous 
to  economize  time,  he  would  move  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  COBB  moved  that  the  appeal  be  laid  upon 
the  table. 

Upon  this  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
ordered;  and  being  taken,  resulted — yeaa  1(K2, 
nays  76. 

So  the  appeal  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  PATTERSON  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rules,  to  enable  him  to  offer  a  resolution  providing 
that  two  hours  be  allotted  to  each  of  the  contest- 
ing parties  for  presenting  their  arguments  to  the 
House;  and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  ELMER  proposed  to  amend  by  substi- 
tuting one  hour  and  a  half. 

The  question  being  put  on  the  motion  to  sus- 
pend the  rules,  it  was  negatived;  and  the  rules 
were  not  suspended. 

Mr.  BOTTS,  after  expressing  his  acknowiedg- 
ments  to  the  House  for  permitting  him  the  priv- 
ilege of  occupying  the  floor,  even  for  one  hour,  in 
attempting  to  establish  his  claims  to  a  seat,  pro- 
ceeded with  his  argument.  He  spoke  upwards  of 
an  hour,  going  into  an  examination  of  the  rights 
of  various  classes  of  persons,  whose  votes  were 
rejected,  and  into  an  elucidation  of  the  laws  of  the 
State  of  Virginia,  and  of  the  General  Go  vernment, 
on  the  sul^cct  of  the  elective  franchise. 

Mr.  JO^ES,  of  Virginia,  followed  in  reply  to 
bis  competitor,  and  in  defense  of  his  right  to  his 
seat. 

Mr.  ELMER  said,  as  some  explanation  of  the 
action  of  the  committee  might,  perhaps,  be  ex- 
pected from  him,  he  would  trouble  the  House 
with  a  very  few  brief  remarks.  He  trusted  the 
House  would  be  as  unanimous  in  its  decision  of 
this  question  as  the  committee  had  been.  He 
argued  that  the  committee  could  not  have  come 
to  any  other  conclusion  than  they  did,  even  if  they 
had  followed  the  requirements  of  the  contesting 
candidate  [Mr.  Botts]  himself,  in  regard  to  the 
allowance  or  rejection  of  votes.  And  he  said, 
further,  that  it  was  a  case  which  ought  never  to 
have  come  before  the  House,  for  there  was  no 

food  ground  on  which  the  seat  of  Mr,  Jones  could 
e  contested.  He  went  into  an  explanation  of 
the  cose  at  some  length,  and  also  of  toe  action  of 
the  committee  thereon, 

Mr.  NEWTON  said  both  the  majority  and  the 
minority  of  the  committee  had  arrived  at  the  same 
result  respecting  the  right  of  the  sitting  member; 
but  he  went  on  to  show  that  the  contest  on  the 
part  of  Mr.  Botts  was  not  vexatious,  nor  friv- 
olous. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  also  addressed  the  House,  and 
complained  of  the  course  pursued  by  the  minor- 
ity of  the  Election  Committee.  He  concluded  by 
moving  the  previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered  to  be  put. 

Mr.  HAMMETT  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  from  the  major- 
ity of  the  Committee  of  Elections,  declaratory  of 
the  right  of  Mr.  Jones  to  his  scat. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and  being 
taken  resulted — yeas  one  hundred  and  fifty,  nays 
none;  as  follows: 

YEAfS— Messra.  Abliott,  Adami,  Anderson,  Arrlnxton, 
Ashe,  Barringcr,  Bayly,  ndser,  Benton,  BIdlack,  Edward 
J.  Black,  James  Black,  Jamei  A.  Black,  Blackwell,  Boyd, 
Brcngle,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Milton  Brown,  William  J. 
Brown,  Buffin^uii,  Burke,  Burt,  Caldwell,  Campliell, 
Jeremiah  E.  Cary,  Shepherd  Cary,  Catlln,  Augustus  A. 
Cliapman,  Jteuben  Chapman,  ChUton,  Cllncn,  Cllngman, 
Coles,  Collamcr,  Cranston,  Crois,  Culloni.Dasa,  Daniel, 
Garratt  Davis,  Richard  D.  Davis,  John  W-  Davis,  Dawson, 
Dean,  Deherry,  Dillingham,  Douilas,  Dromgooli:,  Duncan, 

Ennlap,  Ellis,  Elmer,  Farlec.  Florence,  Foster,  Goggin, 
ymm  Green,  Hale,  Hamlin,  Hainmntl,  Haralson,  Harper, 
Haj-8,  Henloy,  Holmes,  Hoge,  Hopkins,  Hubbard,  Hdbbell, 
Hudson,  Hughes,  Uungerford,  VVaslilnginn  Hunt,  James 


B.  Hunt.  Charles  J.  Ingersnll,  Jamesnn,  Andrew  Johnson, 
Cave  Johnson,  Pcrley  B.  Johnson,  George  VV.  Jones,  An- 
drciv  Kennedy,  John  P.  Kennedy,  Daniel  P.  King,  Preston 


King,  Lahranche,  Leonard,  Lucas,  Lyon,  Maelay,  Marsh, 
MctJauslen,  McClelland,  McClemand,  McConnell,  McKay, 
Edward  J.  Morris,  Joseph  Monl»,  Murphy,  Newton,  Nor- 
ris,  Owen,Paim«nter,Pattenion,  Fayae,  Pollock,  EllshaK. 
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Potter  Pratt,  Preston,  Purdyl  llnrnwy,  Rathbun,  Chnrlea  M. 
Ueed.  David  S.  Ueid,  Il<-dlni,  Robinson,  Rockwll.  lIo5er«, 
Rii«sell,  St.  John,  sninplc.  Saunders,  Senter,  Thoina«  H. 
Sevmour,  David  L.  Seymour,  Siimins,  BUnpson,  John  T. 
Sniilll,  Ttioinaa  Sniitli,  KobertSlnlth,  Stetson,  John  Stew- 
urt.SUIcs,  Stone.  Stronn,  Sykes,  'laylor.  Thompson,  Tib- 
balK,  Tllden,  'I'vler,  Vnnee,  Weller,  VVenlworth,  Wetli- 
ered,  WheuKin,  VVllllains,  Winlhrop,  Woodward,  Joseph 
A.  WrlBht,  and  Yost— 150. 

NAVS-None. 

So  ihe  resolution  was  unanimously  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FRENCH  desired  to  vote  in  the  affirma- 
tive; but  as  he  was  not  within  the  bar  when  his 
name  was  called,  his  name  could  not  be  recorded. 

CIVIL  AND  DIPLOMATIC  BILL. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and  diplo- 
matic expenses  of  Government  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  the  30th  day  of  June,  1845,  the  question 
bein"  on  concurring  with  the  amendments  made 
in  tl'e  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union. 

The  amendment  first  in  order  was  that  made  on 
the  motion  of  Mr.  J.  R.  Ixgersoll  for  the  in- 
crease of  the  item  for  the  purchase  of  books  for 
the  Library  of  Congress  from  $2,500  to  $5,000, 
the  usual  amount  appropriated. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  called  for  the  yeas  aiid 
nays,  and  they  were  ordered;  and  resulted — yeas 
73,  nays  81. 

So  the  House  refused  to  increase  the  appropri- 
ation . 

The  next  amendment  was  that  proposed  by 
Mr.  Pratt,  as  follows: 

For  annual  repairs  of  the  Capitol,  attending  furnaces  and 
water  cloaeti*,  lamp  lifilitlnc;,  oil,  lattorers  on  the  Capitol 
ground.",  tools,  keeping  Iron  pipes  and  wooden  fences  in 
order,  attending  at  western  gale,  and  top-dressing  for  plants, 
for  trees  and  plunt-),  repairs  of  public  stables,  pumps,  flag- 
ging, Inclosiires,  extra  labor  In  removing  snow,  otc.,  for 
taking  down  and  rebuilding  four  chimneys  on  the  Capitol, 
for  one  bulkhead  containing  ox-tlghts  ;  baize  doors,  com- 
plete ;  for  one  large  fan-liglit  and  frame,  ten  feet  by  ftve, 
containing  thlrth-sevcn  lights,  and  for  three  additional 
lamps  for  the  Capitol,  and  alteration  In  water-works  and 
fish  pond,  .$9.UtM. 

For  annual  repairs  of  tlie  President's  House,  gardener's 
•alary,  laborers,  cartage,  tools,  manure  and  straw  for  top- 
dressing;  for  repairs  of  eoppcr  roof,  new  floor  to  base- 
ment story,  chimney  lops,  trees  for  FounuUn  stjuare  and 
Pennsylvania  avenue,  and  for  repairs  of  lenee  at  Lafayette 
square,  Founlaiii  square,  and  President's  garden,  $3,177. 

For  salary  of  public  gardener,  91,200. 

For  (lagslng  In  front,  and  the  court  on  the  west  side  of 
the  Treasury  building,  .$3.G,"w. 

For  repairing  damage  done  to  iron  pipes  by  freshet,  and 
filing  jet  d'eau,  $1,800. 

For  reiiairing  the  tigure  in  the  tympanum  of  the  Capitol, 

yajo. 

For  palming  tlie  Capitol,  §10,000. 

For  painting  the  President's  house,  $'l,.''jOO. 

For  removing  Perslco's  statues  from  the  navy-yard  to  the 
Capitol,  preparing  the  |)edeslal,  erecting  the  statues,  and 
inclosing  the  same  with  Iron  railing,  S-lj^JSO. 

For  painting,  glazing,  and  whitewashing  the  PostOlTiee, 
$U86. 

For  furniture  for  the  President's  house,  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  President,  in  nddilion  to  the  pro- 
ceeds of  sale  of  such  decayed  furniture  a.s  he  may  direct  to 
be  sold,  $00,000. 

Mr.  HARALSON  desired  that  the  vote  should 
be  taken  upon  the  difTcrent  branches  of  the  amend- 
ment separately. 

The  question  was  accordingly  put  upon  the 
first  branch;  and  it  was  adopted. 

Mr.  ADAMS  proposed  again  the  amendment 
■which  he  had  offered  in  committee,  to  appropri- 
ate $1,000  for  the  erection  of  a  monument  to  Gen- 
eral Macomb. 

The  SPEAKER  said,  as  the  amendment  had 
been  ruled  out  of  order  in  committee,  and  liad  not 
been  reported,  it  could  not  be  entertained. 

On  the  second  branch  of  the  amendment,  "  for 
annual  repairs,"  &c.,  a  division  was  called  for; 
and  no  quorum  voting,  tellers  were  demanded, 
and  Messrs.  WiNTHnop  and  Hopkins  were  ap- 
pointed; who  reported — ayes  80,  noes  36. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  third  branch,  "  for  salary  of  piiblic  gar- 
dener, $1,200,"  was  agreed  to. 

On  the  fourth,  "  for  flaggin^in  front,  and  the 
court  on  the  west  side  of  the  Treasury  building, 
and  fixing  jet  d'eau,  $3,655," 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays,  which  were  ordered;  and  being  taken, 
were — yeas  46,  nays  103. 

The  amendment  was  not  concurred  in. 

The  next  branch,  for  repairing  damage  done  to 
iron  pipes  by  freshet,  and  fixing  jet  d'eau,  $1,800, 
waa  agreed  to,  on  a  division — yeas  66,  nays  46. 


The  next,  for  repairing  the  figure  in  the  tym- 
panum'of  the  Capitol,  was  agreed  to. 

On  the  next  item,  for  painting  the  Capitol, 
$10,000, 

Mr.  McDowell  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays,  and  tfiey  were  ordered;  and  being  taken, 
were — yeas  40,  nays  111. 

So  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  next  branch,  for  painting  the  President's 
House,  was  negatived. 

The  next  was  agreed  to,  as  follows: 

For  removing  Perslco's  statues  from  the  Navy-yard  to 
the  Capitol,  preparing  the  pedestal,  erecting  the  statues, 
and  inelosing  the  same  with  iron  railing,  J$l,350. 

The  next,  for  painting,  glazing,  and  white- 
washing the  Post  Office,  was  adopted. 

On  the  last  branch  of  the  amendment,  for  fur- 
niiuro,  i&c. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and  being 
taken,  were — yeas  35,  nays  122. 

The  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  amendments  allowing  additional  clerks  in 
the  First  Comptiollir's  office,  and  an  increase  of 
appropriation  from  $2,200  to  $4,000  for  labor  in 
the  southeast  executive  building,  were  concurred 
in.  Also,  the  amendment  inaking  an  appropria- 
tion of  $.30,000  for  a  naval  hospital  at  N-cw  Or- 
leans, and  some  other  inconsiderable  appropria- 
tions for  various  purposes. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  called  forthe  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  amendment  made  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Hodston,  making 
appropriations  for  various  surveyors'  offices  in 
some  of  the  western  Stales;  and  they  were  ordered , 
and  resulted — yens  44,  nays  116. 
.    So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Various  other  amendments  were  concurred  in, 
without  any  objection. 

Mr.  HOLMES  then  moved  an  adjournment; 
on  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called,  and  re- 
sulted— yeas  84,  nays  75. 

The  House  then  adjourneS. 


IN  SENATE. 
Friday,  June  7,  1844. 

Mr.  SEMPLE  presented  a  petition  from  the 
Latter-Day  Stiinls,  of  Missouri,  stating  that  the 
Governor  of  that^tate  had  expelled  them  at  the 
point  of  the  bayonet,  and  praying  for  a  liberal 
grant  of  lands  in  one  of  the  Territories,  whereon 
to  set  themselves  up  again;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Commiiiee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  STURGEON  presented  a  memorial  from 
cilizcn.s  of  Philadelphia,  similar  to  that  he  pre- 
sented yesterday,  praying  for  such  an  alteration 
of  the  naturalizaiion  law  as  will  require  of  foreign- 
ers a  residence  for  twenty-one  years  after  their 
declaration  of  intention  to  become  citizens  before 
they  can  be  entitled  to  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
native-born  citizene;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  presented  the  memorial  of 
a  special  meeting  of  the  association  of  American 
geologists,  held  at  Cincinnati,  praying  Congress 
to  have  the  rcportand  accompanying  maps,  made 
a  few  years  back  by  David  Dale  Owen,  of  the 
survey  of  the  western  mineral  region,  printed; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  ARCHER  presented  a  petition,  very  nu- 
merously signed  by  citizens  of  Norfolk,  Virginia, 
remonstrating  against  any  interference  with  the 
present  tariff  law;  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Also,  a  memorinl  from  citizens  of  Philadelphia, 

f)raying  for  such  alteration  in  the  naturalization 
aw  as  shall  require  of  foreigners  a  residence  of 
twenty-one  years,  after  filing  their  declaration  of 
intention  to  become  citizens,  before  they  can  be 
entitled  to  the  same  rights  and  privileges  as  jative- 
born  citizens.  He  had  observed  that,  in  two  or 
three  instances  recently,  the  gentlemen  who  pre- 
sented similar  memorials  from  the  same  quarter, 
accompanied  them  with  the  expression  of  their 
own  sentiments  on  the  subject.  Although  it  was 
quite  an  unusual  thing  for  him,  on  the  occasion 
of  presenting  a  memorial,  to  indulge  in  any  ob- 
servations, he  should  now  so  far  depart  from  this 
course,  as  to  remark,  in  opposition  to  the  dissent 
expressed  by  those  gentlemen,  that  he  entirely 
concurred  with  the  memorialists  in  the  prayer  of 
their  memorial.    This  waa  a  subject  which,  he 


was  sorry  to  say,  had  not  as  yet  sufficiently  at- 
tracted the  attention  of  the  people  of  the  United 
Slates.  There  was,  he  thought,  a  growing  com- 
bination of  circumstances,  wliich  furnished  ample 
ground  for  the  conclusion  that  the  great  mass  of 
micducated  foreigners,  wholly  ignorant  of  the  na- 
ture and  value  of  our  institutions,  annually  pour- 
ing into  ihe  country,  could  not,  within  the  short 
period  of  five  years  fixed  by  the  present  law,  be- 
come fit  to  exerci.se,  with  a  due  sense  of  their 
value  and  responsibility,  the  rights  and  privi- 
leges of  native-born  citizens.  The  premature  ex- 
ercise of  such  rights  had  grown  to  an  evil  of  greit 
magnitude,  of  which  there  had,  unhappily,  bgl 
too  recently  been  a  painful  demonstration.  If  no 
other  person  in  the  national  councils  should  ake 
up  this  subject,  he  would,  himself,' in  the  proper 
time — when  that  party  should  come  into  power 
which  would  give  effect  to  views  of  sound  policy 
— introduce  some  measure  such  as  the  memorial- 
ists jusily  concluded  had  now  become  necessary. 

The  memorial  was  referred  to  the  Commitiee 
on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  PHELPS  presented  Ihe  petition  of  Ellen 
Willard,  widow  of  Captain  Julius  Willard,  pray- 
ing for  remuneration  for  the  use  of  her  late  hui- 
band's  inventions  for  making  shot  by  machinery. 

NATIONAL  INSTITUTION. 

Mr.  CHO.\TE  presented  the  report  of  the  Coiv 
miitee  on  the  Library,  on  the  suDject  of  the  ni- 
lionnl  institution. 

Also,  a  bill  (the  title  to  which  was  not  beaid) 
which  was  read  once,  and  ordered  to  awcood 
reading. 

morse's  TELEGRAPH. 

Mr.  CHOATE,  pursuant  to  notice  yesterday 
given,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a 
bill  for  the  purchase  and  construction  of  Pro- 
fessor Morse's  electro-magnetic  telegraph, •from 
the  city  of  Baltimore  to  the  city  of  New  York; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs. 

MARK  SIMPSON. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mark  Simp- 
son was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

DUTIES  ON  RAILROAD  IRON. 

The  general  orders  then  brought  up,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whoje,  the  Senate  bill  No.  88,  to 
provide  for  the  remission  of  duties  on  railroad 
iron  in  certain  cases,  with  three  amendments,  re- 
ported from  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  bill  was  read,  as  follows: 

Be  if  mactei  by  tht  Senate  <tni  HoMe  of  RtficJflaHiJ 
of  ihe  UnHei  hUxia  of  America  in  Consjen  anewaUed^  Thai 
whenever  any  iron  in  bars,  filled  and  prepajetl,  willion 
nnyfurlhcr  inanufaclurr,  to  be  laid  down  forpennaaejitiis* 
on  any  railroad  or  inclined  plane,  shall  be  imported  inla 
the  United  Slates,  within  the  period  of  five  yc.ir»  fmm  Itee 
passage  of  this  net,  by  any  Slate  or  int-orporriird  ronifmnT, 
the  same  shall  be  .adniiltcd  toenlry,  ur  ;  "' 

said  Slate  or  company,  or  its  authuriz-  ! 

suflieienl  bonds,  wllh  sureties  to  Uie  Kii 
lector  of  the  port  where  said  iron  may  l 
payment  of  the  duties  chargeable  ihrr 
from  Uie  time  of  sueh  importation  :  ann 
be  proved,  tothc  satisfaction  of  the  Secrei.iry  ot  me  i  nrafe- 
ury,  that  any  of  such  iron  has  been  actually  and  p«rauicady 
laid  down  for  use  on  any  railroad  or  inclined  plana  la  Iks 
United  States,  within  the  said   period  of  three  jmui,  t* 
shall  cause  Uic  bond  given  on  die  iinportatioa  of  lb*  irta 
so  laid  down,  or  so  much  thereof  as  is  aftpiieable  tonM  tr<ia, 
to  be  cauecled  and  discharged,  upon  the  payment  of  all  frel 
and  expenses  chargeable  to  the  tnit*'^  Suies  by  Ul«  aOoMl 
of  the  customs  where  Ihe  same  was  imported,  ill  caam- 
qiicnee  of  sueh  importation. 

Sbc.  a.  .4ml  Ue  it  farther  etuicteJ,  That  whenersr  aajr 
iron,  filled  and  prepareil  as  deserilwd  in  lh»  first  s*etio«« 
this  act,  shall  hove  been  Imported  Into  the  United  Suits 
since  the  Ulli  day  of  July,  It*.*,  and  shall  have  brro  or 
shall  be  aeluaiiy  and  pcni»iinen!ly  laid  do%vn  for  tr-^  o»  any 
railroad  or  inclined  plane  in  Ihe  r  ''"'Tr 

years  from  the  time  of  such  Inic  '*'  "^ 

the  Treasury  shall  he,  and^he  i^  ;.  ii  ^ 

quired  to  rvhiit  and  refund,  out  m  .w}  ■''■**- 

ury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  the  ani'  .luca 

may  have  been  paid  upon  such  impon.i:  r.ncrl 

and  dlscliarge  any  bonds. given  u()on  sum  iiiij.(>iiuui*iift,«* 
so  much  of  llie  same  as'  is  ap[>iic;ible  to  the  Iroa  «•  Isl" 
down,  upon  payment  of  alt  fv^s  and  expenses  wtlich  mV 
have  Ijeen  paid  or  may  be  payable  to  any  offie«fS  rf  l*« 
custiuns,  by  reason  of  such  ImportaUou. 

And  the  following  amendments  submitted  by 
the  Finance  Committee: 

In  line  five,  after  •'  plane,"  Insert  "  welghinf  BO«  le" 

than  fifty  pounds  to  the  lineal  yard." 
In  line  six,  suilie  out  '•  five"  and  inaert  "  two." 
In  line  scvenieen,  after  "  States,"  jotert "  not  to  i«pl«« 

any  otiier  Iron  removed  tJieieftom."  ' 
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Provided,  That  whenever  any  surh  iron,  so  Imported, 
•IiaH  be  laid  down  ns  nfurefi&Ul,  to  replace  other  Iron  re- 
moved frniii  such  road,  the  iron  no  laid  down  shall  be  enll- 
lled  to  the  privileges  herein  conrerred  upon  Iron  Idid  down 
not  to  replace  other  iron  removed,  on  tlie  payntent  of  such 
duties  Oil  the  iroir  so  removed  utt  flinll  be  chargeable,  by 
law,  upon  old  orscrap  iron  imported  Into  the  United  States ; 
10  be  luicertuined  under  sucli  reeulationsias  shall  be  pre- 
scribed by  llic  Secreury  of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  EVANS  cxplnincd  at  considerable  length 
the  necessity  for  this  remission  of  duties.  In  the 
course  of  hiH  remarks,  ho  stated  that  he  had  sta- 
tistical tables  -before  him,  drawn  up  in  reference 
to  the  rnilroads  and  canals  of  the  United  States, 
which  showed  that  iipto  1840,about one  hundred 
million  dollars  had  been  expended  by  the  Slates 
and  individuals  on  the  construction  of  railroads 
in  the  United  Stales;  with  regnrd  in  which,  the 
only  encouragement  given  by  the  General  6ov- 
crniuent  was  the  remission  of  about  four  million 
fire  hundred  thousand  dollars  of  duties  on  the  iron 
imported  for  rails.  It  was  estimated  thai  up  to 
the  present  time,  the  outlay  on  these  railroads 
^  had  reached  $140,000,000;  the  whole  remission  of 
'  duties  amounting  to  only  $6,000,000.  The  cost 
of  iron  for  rails  in  England  was  from  dCi  17s.  6d. 
to  ^5  per  ton,  (iwenty-fuui- dollars  and  fifty  cents 
to  twenty-five  tlollars,)  and  the  quantity  required 
per  mile  amounted  to  $2,500;  while  the  cost  of 
home  manufactured  irosi  per  mile,  for  other  pur- 
poses than  rails,  was  also  $2,500  per  mile.  But 
no  offers  had  yet  been  made  of  furnishing  domes- 
tic manufactured  iron  for  rails  at  less  than  from 
fifty-five  to  sixty  dollars  per  ton;  and,  in  fact,  no 
rails  of  this  kind  were  made  in  this  country,  ex- 
cept a  trifle,  perhaps,  by  the  Mount  Savage  and 
Maryland  Iron  Company,  partly  for  their  own 
use. 

Although  this  item  of  $2,500  was  a  very  small 
one  in  the  expenditure  of  $20,000  per  mile  on  con- 
structing railroads,  (the  general  average,)  yet  the 
remission  of  duty  on  imported  rails  had  consid- 
erably encouraged  the  extension  of  the  railroad 
•ystem;  and  he  deemed  it  good  policy  to  con- 
tinue that  encouragement.  The  home  manufac- 
turer of  iron  would  gain  by  it;  because, for  every 
mile  of  imported  rails  laid  down,  a  demand  would 
be  created  for  the  consumption  of  his  own  iron; 
new  facilities  would  be  afforded  for  taking  his 
own  iron  to  market,  and  an  expenditure  of  $17,500 
would  be  made  on  American  labor  and  materials 
in  the  construction  of  the  road.  It  was,  in  fact, 
of  the  same  nature  as  a  remission  of  duties  on  mw 
materials  for  the  use  of  domestic  manufacturers. 
It  could  not  be  objected  that  vested  interests 
would  be  injured,  for  not  one  of  the  iron  compa- 
nies of  this  country  had  as  yet  vested  anything 
in  the  manufacture  of  iron  rails.  England,  from 
peculiar  causes,  now  furnished  all  the  world  with 
railroad  iron.  Even  Russia,  the  country  of  iron, 
imported  its  rails  from  England;  so  did  Germa- 
ny, France,  and  Belgium.  The  latter  country 
attempted  to  make  its  own  rails;  but  after  con- 
siderable loss  in  the  attempt,  reverted  to  the  im- 
portation of  English  rails.  He  understood  one 
of  our  railroad  companies  had  contracted  for  iron 
rails  from  England  at  four  pounds  (twenty  dol- 
lars) per  ton;  which  showed  that  competition 
here  was  out  of  the  question.  This  England  is 
enabled  to  do  in  consequence  of  the  vast  invest- 
ments of  capital  in  her  iron  works.  These  com- 
panies employ  only  their  surplus  labor,  capital, 
and  ore,  in  making  these  rails;  and  they  sell  them 
at  a  loss,  but  wisely,  because,  if  all  this  surplus 
were  thrown  into  the  increase  of  other  articles  of 
iron,  the  profits  on  the  main  business  would  be 
pulled  down,  and  the  loss  on  the  whole  would  be 
much  greater  than'it  is  on  this  branch.  In  fact, 
the  profits  on  the  whole  enable  those  companies 
to  sustain  this  loss,  which  they  tiirn  to  their  ad- 
Tantnge,  under  their  peculiar  circumstances. 

Mr.  E.  then  explained  theamendmenlsproposed 
by  the  committee,  which  were  submitted  with  a 
Tiew  of  rendering  the  bill  less  exceptionable  to 
those  who  were  opposed  to  it. 

Mr.  MILLER  next  obtained  the  floor;  but,  as 
the  hour  for  the  special  order  vas  at  hand,  he 
moved  to  go  into  executive  session. 
.  Mr.  BERRIEN  asked  and  obtained  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  motion  while  presenting  several  reports 
from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 
EXECUTITS  SESSION. 

The  Senate  then  went  into  executive  session; 
and,  after  some  hours  spent  therein,  adjourned. 


PRiDiT,  June  7,  1844. 

Th?  Journal  of  yesterday  having  been  read  and 
approved, 

Mr.  McKAY  said  he  hoped  the  House  would 
consent  to  postpone  the  other  orders,'and  proceed 
with  the  appropriation  bills.  It  was  highly  im- 
portant that  those  bills  should  be  disposed  of,  as 
there  were  but  eight  days  of  the  session  remain- 
ing. 

nir.  VANCE  said  he  hoped  the  committees 
would  be  allowed  to  present  reports, such  as  would 
give  rise  to  no  debate. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  said  he  hoped  the  docu- 
ments on  the  Speaker's  tabic  would  first  be  dis- 
posed of. 

The  following  communication  from  the  Post- 
master General  was  read : 

Post  OrricE  Dspartmest,  June  7, 1844. 

Sir  :  fn  the  debate  which  look  place  in  tlie  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives on  the  iXHJi  May,  as  reported  in  the  Intcllisen- 
cerof  the  Sist,  Hon.  Garret  r  Davis,  a  member  from  Ken- 
tucky, in  substance,  charged  the  undeniigned,  as  Postmaster 
General,  with  having  detailed  his  subordinate,  Bantuel  M. 
Ilrown,  a  special  agent  of  the  Post  Office  Department  for 
the  Louisiana  district,  to  make  a  set  on  hint,  (Mr.  Davis,) 
a  candidate  for  Congress ;  that  Brown  left  his  district  aud 
olticial  business,  in  conformity  to  my  orders,  and  came  to 
the  State  of  Kentucky,  into  Mr.  Davis's  district,  and  en- 
caged actively  in  tlie  canvass  then  pending  between  Mr. 
Davis  and  Robert  WicklUTe,  jr.,  the  nephew  of  the  Fost- 
Diaster  General. 

ir  this  charge,  made  by  a  member  of  Congress  In  his  place 
in  the  House  of  Kepresentatives,  be  true,  1  am  Justly  ob- 
noxious to  the  condemnation  of  that  body,  and  subject  to 
that  pimishmcnt  wlilcli  is  due  to  an  executive  officer  at  the 
head  of  this  Department,  who  shall  so  far  forget  what  Is  due 
to  himself,  and  to  the  public,  ai  to  detail  his  subordinate 
officer,  to  leave  his  station  and  public  duties,  and  enter 
actively  or  otherwise  Into  a  canvass  pending  before  the 
people,  In  a  contest  In  which  his  relative  may  be  a  party. 

If  It  be  false,  he  who  make  it  under  the  responsibility  of 
his  Representative  character,  should  be  rebuked  by  a  just 
public  sentiment. 

I  am  prepared  to  prove  the  chai^  untrue.  In  every  sense 
of  that  term.  If  sn  opportunity  shall  be  afforded  me  by  Uie 
House  of  Bepreacntatlvea,  In  that  mode  which  Is  uaual  In 
such  cases.  * 

I  had  no  knowledge  of  the  fact  that  Mr.  Brown  was  In 
Kentucky,  pending  the  canvass  alluded  to  by  Mr.  Davis, 
uutlll  heard  of4he  affray  between  biin  and  Mr.  Clay.  Upon 
Inquiry,  I  was  Informed  that  he  had  been  suddenly  called 
to  Kentucky,  bis  place  of  residence.  In  consequence  of 
some  domestic  affliction  in  his  family,  who  resided  to  the 
district  now  represented  by  Mr.  Davis. 

Of  the  fact  tliai  be  engaged  In  the  canvass  between  Mr. 
Robert  Wickllffe  and  Mr.  Davis,  I  luive  no  other evideace 
than  the  reported  speech  of  Mr.  Davis. 

In  the  discharge  of  my  official  duties,  surrounded  by  dlf- 
ficulties,and  embarrassments  such  as  have  not  fallen  to  the 
totof  any  of  luy  predecessors,  1  have  made  tiie  laws  of  Con- 
gress regulating  the  Department  my  rule  of  action.  I  have 
honestly  essayed  to  administer  Its  complicated  concerns 
with  the  sole  desire  to  advance  its  usefulness  and  promote 
the  public  good. 

I  submit  respectnilly  to  the  consideration  of  the  House 
of  Itcpreaenuitlves,  whether  It  be  not  due  to  me,  as  u  public 
officer,  and  to  themselves  and  to  the  public,  that  the  charge 
which  has  been  thus  publicly  and  officially  made  against 
me  by  one  of  Its  own  niemhertj,  should  be  Inquired  Into, 
that  an  opportunity  may  be  aflbrded  the  accused  to  manifest 
his  innocence  and  the  injustice  of  the  charge ;  or.  If  his 
guilt  shall  appear,  that  the  punishment  due  to  theoffense 
may  be  meted  by  the  appropriate  power. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient 
servant, 

C.  A.  WICKLIFFE,  Posfminter  Crneral. 
Hon.  John  W.  Johbs,  Speaker  House  of  RepreaerUativet. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  rose  for  the  purpose  of 
moving  its  reference,  but  yielded  the  floor  for 
explanation. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky,  said  the  House 
would  recollect  that  a  few  days  ago  he  detailed 
certain  facts  in  relation  to  the  interference  of  the 
Postmaster  General  in  elections  in  his  State. 
These  facts  the  Postmaster  General  had  not  con- 
troverted, and  could  not  controvert.  He  would 
again  read  the  letter  of  the  Postmaster  General, 
which  he  transmitted  to  his  agent,  instructing 
him  to  take  part  in  the  election  contest  between 
the  nephew  of  Mr.  Wickliffe  and  himself. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  said  he  thought  there  was 
no  necessity  for  the  gentleman  to  repeat  tlie 
charges  he  had  made. 

The  SPEAKER  remarked  that  there  being  no 
question  before  the  House,  debate  was  not  in 
order. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky,  asked  the  general 
consent  to  make  an  explanation. 

Consent  was  granted;  and 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky,  was  proceeding, 
when 

Mr.  DAWSON  interposed.  The  remarks  of 
the  gentleman  seemed  very  inappropriate  at  this 
time.    The  gentleman  had  already  stated  his 


could  not  be  heard  on  this  floor  in  his  own  defense. 
And  this  mode  of  forestalling  public  opinion,  by 
redoubling  and  reiterating  those  charges,  was 
highly  improper. 

The  SPEAKER  remarked  that  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Davis]  was  proceeding  by 
the  permission  of  the  House,  which  bad  oeen 
accorded  to  him  by  general  consent,  to  make  an 
explanali(>n;  and  it  was  now  too  late  to  withdfiBiw 
that  permission. 

Mr.  HAMMETT  inquired  what  was  under- 
stood by  an  explanation;  would  it  apply  to  iC 
speech  an  hour  long.' 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  had  no  in- 
tention of  making  a  speech:  he  merely  wanted  to 
make  a  statementof  facts,  and  to  assure  the  House 
that  he  was  prepared,  if  the  Postmaster  General 
was  disposed  to  controvert  those  facts,  to  sub- 
stantiate them. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  moved  a  reference  of  the 
communication  of  the  Postmaster  General  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 
If  the  charges  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky were  true,  fie  had  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that  the  Postmaster  General  ought  to  be  im- 
peached: if  they  were  not  true,  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  House  to  vindicate  him  from  those  charges. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  communi- 
cation was  referred. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky,  moved  a  suspension 
of  the  rules,  to  enable  him  to  offer  a  resolution  of 
instructions  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and,  being 
taken,  were — yeas  86,  nays  99. 

So  the  rules  were  not  suspended. 

MONUMENT  SQUARE. 

Mr.  PRATT  moved  that  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  joint  reso- 
lution relating  to  laying  out  Monument  square; 
and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Objections  were  made,  and  Mr.  P,  withdrew 
his  motion. 

BEPOBTS  FROM  COHHITTEKS. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  an  act  to  provide  for 
the  payment  of  the  evidences  of  public  debt  in 
certain  cases,  reported  the  same,  without  amend- 
ment; and  it  was  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR,  of  New  York,  from  the  same 
committee,  to  which  was  referred  the  billfromthe 
Senate  entitled  an  act  to  authorize  the  payment 
of  equitable  commissions,  to  the  agents  and  attor- 
neys of  persons  in  whose  favor  awards  have  been 
made  under  three  several  treaties  between  the 
United  States  and  certain  foreign  Powers,  which 
awards  have  been  retained  in  the  Treasury  in  pay- 
ment of  debts  due  to  the  United  States,  reported 
the  same,  without  amendment,  and  recommended 
tliat  it  do  not  pass;  and  it  was  committed  to.  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

Mr.  McKAY,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  making  appropriations  for  certain 
objects  of  expenditure  therein  named,  in  the  year 
ending  the  30th  June,  1844;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  and  was  then  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  VANCE,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  "An  act  for  tb,e  relief  of  Gideon  Bachel- 
dor  and  other,"reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment; which  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

Mr.  v.,  from  the  same  committee,  made  ad- 
verse reports  upon  the  petitions  of  the  heirs  of 
Isaac  Snow,  Charles  Hall,  Thomas  Thompson, 
Frederick  W.  Smith,  Francis  Johnson,  Harry 
Pierson,  Skelton  Felton,  0.  W,  Bailey,  and 
Thomas  Crown;  which  were  severally  laid  upon 
th«table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VANCE,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Claims  be  discharged 
from  tlie  further  consideration  of  the  petition  of  (George 
Kinder,  JubUee  Posey.nnd  Joel  Whitesides,  and  that  It  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lauds. 

Mr.  RAMSEY,from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  upon  the  petition  of  Thomas  Bing- 
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ham,  ttccompnnied  by  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 
Mr.  STEPHENS,  from  the  same  committee, 
to  which  WHS  referred  the  bill  of  the  House  to 
provide  for  the  settlement  of  the  claims  of  the 
State  of  Georgia  for  the  service  of  her  militia,  re- 

Eorted  the  same  without  amendment, accompanied 
ya  report  in  wriiinj;  which  Was  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  COBB,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  estate  of  Antonio  Pa- 
chico,  deceased,  and  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Bennet 
M.  Dell,  accompanied  by  a  report  in  each  case; 
which  bills  were  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
to-morrow. 

He  also,  from  the  select  committee  to  which 
was  referred  the  case  of  J.  W.  Nye,  assignee  of 
Hugh  Stewart, mill  nf  Bargy&  Van  Alstinc,made 
a  report  thereon,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his 
relief;  which  bill  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
and  committed  to  a  CommiltcB  of  Llie  Whole  House 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  BOWLIN,from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  upon  thccascofOran=;eH.  Dibble, 
accompanied  by  a  joint  resolution  providing  for 
the  adjustment  and  settlement  of  a  claim  of  Orange 
H.  Dibble,  for  losses  sustained  on  the  Potomac 
bridge  contract;  which  resolution  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  made  an 
adverse  re[>ort  upon  the  petition  of  Harry  Rich- 
ardson; which  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McCLELLAND,  it  was 

Orrftrerf,  Tlint  the  t'ommltlee  on  Commerce  lie  dine harRPd 
from  the  coiK^idtralina  (if  ttic  memori.il  from  cUizf  as  of 
MassacliiisiuLs,  renioimtratiirft  n^aiii^t  a  repeal  of  Uie  duly 
oa  salt,  and  Uiat  it  bu  laid  upnii  tlir  tabic. 

Mr.  PHCENIX,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  tlie  following  resolution: 

Reiotved,  That  the  House  bill,  allowing;  drawback  on 
foreigt)  nierchaiidi:4C  exported  lii  the  original  packages  lo 
Cbihiiahua  and  liianta  l-'u,  In  iMt-xico,  and  to  the  Urilli<li 
Nortli  American  provinces,  adjoining  the  United  States,  be 
made  the  spaci-il  ordfr  lor  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  moved  lo  amend,  so 
aa  to  include  tlie  bills  in  relation  lo  certain  reci- 
procity treaties. 

Mr.  PHCENIX  accepted  the  ameodtuent  as  a 
modification  of  his  resoluiion. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  objected  to  the  making  of 
any  bill  a  special  order  at  this  late  period  of  the 
TCSsion. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  moved  to  lay  the  res- 
olution on  the  table;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  McClelland,  from  the  Commiltee  on 
Commerce,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate  entitled  "An  act  providing  for  the  ap- 
pointment, and  regulating  the  pay  of  engineers 
and  assistant  engineers  in  ihe  revenue  service," 
reported  the  same  without  amendment;  which 
was  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  HOLMES,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
a  report  upon  tlie  memorial  of  Philip  J.  Fontaine, 
accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  DUNLAP,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported the  following  resolution;  which  was  read, 
considered,  and  agreed  to: 

Resoteetly  Tliot  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to  pro- 
cure and  report  to  tliis  House,  at  the  next  KL■s^iun  of  Cnn- 
gre59,  n  snrvcy  of  tile  harlwr  at  t,'ape  Torpolse,  in  the  Slate 
of  Maine. 

Mr.  LABRAP*CHE,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  back  the  bill  eiitftled  "A  bill  to  establish 
n  port  of  delivery  at  the  city  of  Lafayette,  in  the 
State  of  Louisiana;  which  was  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  SUDELL  objected  to  the  passage  of  this 
bill,  and  went  on  to  contend  that  the  port  of  New 
Orleans  was  sufficiently  extensive. 

Mr.  WELLER  moved  the  previous  question; 
which  was  sustained  by  the  House,  and  the  bill 
was  passed. 

Mr.  LABUANCHE,  from  the  Committe^on 
Commerce,  to  whom  were  referred  the  bills  of  the 
Senate  entitled  "An  act  relating  to  the  unlading 
of  foreign  merchandise  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
river  Mississippi,  opposite  New  Orleans,"  re- 
ported the  same  without  amendment,  and  it  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  L.,  frum  the  stunc  committee,  reported  a 


bill  to  authorize  a  survey  of  the  river  Lafourche; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  com- 
initied  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  slate 
of  the  Union. 

Mr.  KING,  of  New  York,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, reported  a  bill  in  relation  to  clerks  and 
others  in  the  custom-house  service;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  lime,  and  committed  to 
iho  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  KING,  of  New  York,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  Commiltee  on  Commerce  be  diKchari;ed 
from  the  consideration  of  ihe  petition  of  citlT'.cns  of  Maine, 
New  Hatnpshire,  and  Massachusetts,  for  refundlnt;  duties 
on  railroad  Iron  ;  tiio  memorial  of  Russell  and  Potter  ;  of 
lni;oldsby  VV.  Crawford  and  Samuel  I'liilips  ;  of  cillzeiisof 
Florida  for  coinprnsalion  to  Lalliain  Babcock  for  prop(;rty 
loiil  on  [^oj;  Island  ;  and  of  Lmnuel  Willlaiiu ;  and  Ihal  ihcy 
be  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  from  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill 
from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Newman, 
reported  the  same  without  amendment;  and  it  was 
ordered  that  the  said  bill  be  committetl  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

Mr.  D.,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  a  resolution  respecting  receipts  issued 
by  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  in  payment 
for  public  lands;  and  an  act  to  amend  an  act  to 
reorganize  the  General  Land  Office,  reported  the 
same  without  amendment;  and  they  were  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  COLLAMER,  from  the  same  committee, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Hyacinth  Lassell,  reported  the  same  without 
amendment;  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Ho  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
were  referred  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Besiah,  an 
Indian,  made  an  adverse  report  thereon. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DANA,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads  be  discharged  from  the  consideration  of  the  petition 
of  David  H.  Uurr,  and  that  It  be  laid  upon  llic  table. 

Mr.  REID,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the  same 
committee,  made  adverse  reports  i»pon  the  peti- 
tions of  James  H.  Jenkins,  Nathaniel  Kuykcn- 
dall,  and  John  S.  Brooks;  which  were  laid  upon 
the  table. 

Mr.  STILES,  from  Ihe  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Walter,  Nicoll,  & 
Caruthers;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VANCE,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  be  diseharzcd 
from  the  consideration  of  llic  meniurial  of  Peter  Von 
Schmidt,  relative  lo  adry-<loek,aad  that  it  belaldU|)oii  tlie 
table. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  lo  whom  were  referred  the  case  of 
Elisha  Morrcll,  administrator  of  Joseph  Icard, 
deceased,  reported  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  made  an 
adverse  report  upon  the  petition  of  Maria  L. 
Nouise;  which  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Illinois,  from  the  Committee 
on  Revolutionary  Claims,  reported  a  joint  reso- 
lution for  the  appointment  of  a  cadet  from  the  first 
congressional  di-slrict  of  Illinois;  which  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time,  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  same 
commiltee,  made  a  report  upon  the  petition  of  the 
heirs  of  William  Grayson,  a  colonel  in  the 
Army  of  the  Revolution,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
i"or  their  relief;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  to-morrow. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Indiana,  from  the  Commiltee 
on  Private  Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  heirs  of  Adino  Goodenough;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  referred. 

Mr.  HUNT,  of  New  York,  from  the  s.tme 
committee,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph 
and  Liiidsey  Ward;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
referred. 

Mr.  HUGHES,  from  the  same  committe,  re- 

Sorted  s  joint  resolution  to  pay  a  balance  due  the 
hawnce  Indians,  who  served  in  the  Florida  war; 
and  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Bryan,  Harri- 
son Young,  and  Benjamin  Young;  which  were 
read  twice,  and  referred. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HUGHES,  the  same  com- 
mittee wa.s  discharged  from  the  further  consider- 
ation of  the  memorial  of  George  S.  Gaines. 


I  Mr.  HARALSON,  from  the  Commiltee  on 
Military  Affairs,  moved  that  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  be  dischargej 
from  the  further  consideration  of  ihe  joint  reso- 
lution respecting  the  site  of  old  Fort  Wayne, 
Savannah,  Georgia;  which  motion  being  agreed 
to,  on  motiivi  of  Mr.  II.  the  same  was  taken 
up  in  the  House,  and  after  being  read  the  second 
and  third  time,  was  passed. 

Mr.  PARMENTER,  from  Ihe  Committee  o« 
Naval  Affairs,  reported  several  Senate  bills  with- 
out amendment. 

Mr.  P.,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
had  been  referred  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to 
the  bill  forthereliefof  the  widows  and  orphans  of 
the  officers,  seamen,  and  marines  of  the  United 
Slates  schooner  Grampus,  reported  back  the  same, 
with  a  recommendation  that  said  amendments  be 
concurred  in;  and  they  were  accordingly  con- 
curred in. 

Mr.  MURPHY,  from  the  same  commitlee, 
reported,  with  amendments,  the  bill  from  the 
Senate  to  consolidate  the  several  acts  in  relation 
to  Navy  pensions,  and  the  bill  to  renew  certain' 
widows  pensions;  which  were  referred  to  ihe 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of  the 
Union. 

Mr.  HERRICK,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  had  been  referred |he  bill  from  the  Senate 
for  the  relief  of  Rcyncll  Coales  and  Walter  R. 
Johnson,  and  William  B.  McMurlree,  reported 
the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  H.,  from  the  same  committee,  reported, 
without  amendment,  the  bills  for  the  relief  of 
William  Grove  and  Lot  Johnson;  which  vera 
twice  read, and  referred. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SEMPLE,  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs  was  discharged  from  the  further 
considerationof  the  petition  of  Commodore  Jones. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL,  from  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Affairs,  reported  the  bill  to  refund  the 
duties  on  certain  coffee  imported  from  the  Nether- 
lands; which  was  referred  to  the  Commiltee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  RODNEY,  from  the  Committee  on  Revo- 
lutionary Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  heirs  of  Scih  Chapin,  deceased;  which  was 
twice  read,  and  referreo. 

Mr.JVIclLVAINE,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  a  bill  forthereliefof  Elizabeth  Brooau^h, 
widow  of  Dr.  Bronaugh;  which  was  read  tviet, 
and  referred. 

Mr.  McI.,  from  the  same  committee,  made  aa 
adverse  report  on  the  memorial  of  David  Harris. 

Mr.  RATHBUN,  from  the  same  conrmiiiee, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Isabella  Baldrid'e, 
wtdo  w  of  Captain  John  Baldridge, deceased  ;whidi 
was  read  twice, and  referred. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported, 
without  amendment,  bill  No.  237,  from  the  Sea- 
ate. 

Mr.  BRINKERHOFF,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, reported  back,  without  amendment,  the 
bill  (No.  75)  from  the  Senate  entitled  "An  ,.  t 
granting  a  pension  to  George  Whitien;"  wiixa 
was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  CULLOM,  from  the  same  commiltee,  re- 
ported a  bill  forthereliefof  James  O.  Ray;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  referred. 

Mr.  PRATT,  f«im  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  and  Grounds,  reported  a  joint  resolo- 
tion  directing  the  colonel  of  the  corps  of  topo- 
graphical engineers  to  cause  to  be  made  an  accu- 
rate survey  of  the  District  of  Columbia;  ntid  •■•' 
cause  to  be  prepared  and  engraved  a  plan  of  i!;» 
city  of  Washington,  including  the  public  boild- 
iiigs  and  grounds;  and  also,  directing  the  manner 
of  distributing  the  same;  which, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DROMGOOLE,  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

He  also,  from  Ihe  same  committee,  reported  a 
joint  resolution  to  authorize  the  President  of  the 
United  Slates  to  cause  copiesof  the  national  medals 
to  be  distributed. 

Mr.  WELLER  moved  lo  lay  it  on  the  table. 

The  motion  was  agreed  lo. 

Mr.  PRATT,  from  the  same  commiltee,  re- 
ported a  joint  resolution  providing  that  the  mos- 
uments  of  deceased  members  of  Congress,  at  the 
congressional  burying  ground,  shall  hereafter  bs 
constructed  of  marble. 

Mr.  WELLER  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  o« 
the  table. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 


ferrcd  to  the  Commitieeof  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Afiairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolu- 
tion from' the  Senate  to  continue  two  clerks  in  the 
business  of  reservations  and  grants  under  Indian 
treaties,  reported  the  same  without  amendment;, 
which  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-day, 
and  was  read  the  third  time  accordingly. 

CITIL  AND  DIPLOMATIC  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKA  Y,  the  House  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  or  the 
Government  for  the  ensuing  fiscal  year. 

On  the  following  amendment,  the  yeas  and  nays 
bad  already  been  ordered: 

For  pnyln;  to  the  Stue  of  Kentucky,  u  remnneration 
for  receiving  and  keeping  convieu, dollars. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  taken;  and  resulted — 
yeas  93,  nays  66.  * 

The  other  amendments  were  all  concurred  in 
without  a  division. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed;  and 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

NATAL  APPROPBIATION  BILL. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  bill  making  aapro- 
priationa  for  the  naval  Service  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  the  30th  day  of  June,  1845,  which  had  come 
back  from  the  Senate  with  several  amendments. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  McKAY,  all  the  amend- 
ments preceding  the  provisoes  were  concurred  in. 

Mr.  McKAY  called  for  .the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  question  of  concurrence  with  the  proviso  of 
the  Senate,  which  prohibited  the  expenditure  of 
more  than  half  the  appropriations  made  by  this 
bill  before  the  1st  of  January,  1845. 
•  The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and  being 
taken,  resulted — yeas  36,  nays  111, 

So  the  proviso  was  not  concurred  in. 

Some  other  provisoes  were  likewise  not  con- 
curred in. 

The  yeastnd  nays  were  called  on  the  following 
amendment: 

And  for  Inclnsing  and  grading  the  flquve  In  which  Uie 
'depot  lor  charu  la  collected,  for  building  n  bouse  for  the 
superintendent,  and  Incidental  expenaea,  $20,000,  lu  addi- 
tion to  the  auu  of  915,000,  heretofore  appmprlateik 

The  yeas  and  nays  resulted — yeas  55,  nays  103. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  question  then  came  up  on  concurring  in 
the  following  amendment: 

After  the  wonla  **  for  the  navy-yonl  at  Brooklyn,  New 
York,  938,618,"  In  the  thlny-rlxth  line,  to  insert : 

And  the  unexpended  balance  nf  the  appropriation  of 

«  139,000  made  by  the  net  approved  the  4Ui  Auguat,  1849,  to 
t  esp'mded  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  in  the  conatnicUon  of  a  dry-dock  at  Brooklyn,  New 
York. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR,  of  New  York,  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays;  which  being  ordered,  the  question 
was  taken,  and  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  76, 
nays  84. 

So  the  amendment  was  not  concurred  in. 

The  next  amcndmentwas  to  insert,  after  the 
appropriation  for  the  navy-yard  at  Pensacola,  a 
provision  adding  thereto  tne  unexpended  balance 
of  the  appropriation  of  |100,000  made  by  the  act 
of  4th  March,  1843,  to  be  applied,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  the  construc- 
tion of  a  dry-dock  at  Pensacola,  upon  such  plan 
as  he  may  select. 

Mr.  BLACK  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered;  and  the  question  being  taken, 
it  was  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  49,  nays  111. 

So  the  amendment  was  not  concurred  in. 

Mr.  MURPHY  moved  an  adjournment. 

The  motion  was  negatived. 

The  question  being  put  on  agreeing  to  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Davis  of  Kentucky,  to  appro- 
priate )50,000  for  the  purchase  of  water-rotted 
hemp, 

Theyeasand  nays  were  demanded, and  ordered; 
and  being  taken,  resulted — yeas  84,  nays  81. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

An  adjournment  was  moved;  which  was  not 
agreed  to. 

The  question  being  put  upon  the  next  amend- 
ment, it  was  adopted. 

The  next  amendment,  being  for  the  abolishment 
of  corporal  punishment  in  the  Navy,  was  agreed 
to,  (the  question  being  taken  by  tellers,) — ayes 
85,  noes  57. 


A  OO    Ultl    was  UIUCICU    M^    W   OM|^I VUBUII  1*»1»«  XV€U« 

a  third  time, 

Mr.  REDINO  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
vote  just  taken. 

The  motion  was  rejected. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  called  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion on  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered. 

The  bill,  having  been  rood  the  third  time  by  its 
title,  was  passed. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

The  following  petltlona,  presented  to-day,  were  handed 
\o  the  reporters  by  the  members  presenting  them : 

By  Mr.  SEVERANCE  :  The  petition  of  Ephraim  Ctmb- 
ln>c,  and  two  hundred  and  twenty  others,  for  a  light-house 
on  Green  Porcupine  Island,  at  the  entrance  of  Frenchman's 
bay.  In  the  State  of  Maine. 

By  Mr.  THOMPSON:  The  peUtlon  of  Ilumphrey  Mar- 
shall and  one  hundred  and  two  others,  ciUzcns  of  tne  city 
of  Louisville,  Kentucky,  and  its  vicinity,  praying  the  re- 
annezaUon  of  Texas  to  tiie  Union ;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  AffiUrs. 

By  Mr.  AI'KINSON:  The  preamble  and  resoluUons 
adopted  by  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Norfolk,  Virginia, 
In  favor  of  the  reannexntlon  of  Texas  to  the  United  States. 

By  Mr.  BLACK  WELL:  The  patitlon  of  Elizabeth  Cook 
and  thirty-one  others,  asking  pay  for  a  wagon  and  team 
lost  by  her  husband  In  1815,  while  In  the  service  of  the 
United  Slates ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

By  Mr.  DODOE,  of  Wisconsin :  The  petition  of  two 
htuidred  and  sixty-six  citizens  of  Milwaukee  county,  Terri- 
tory of  Wisconsin,  asking  Congress  for  an  approprlatiou 
for  the  construction  of  a  road  from  the  road  of  Milwaukee, 
via  Hactls's  Itaplds,  on  Rock  river,  lo  Fort  Winnebago,  1^ 
said  Territory ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  oa 
Roods  and  Canals. 

Also,  two  jpeUtlons  signed  by  one  hundred  nnd  seven 
citizens  of  Walworth  county.  Territory  of  Wisconsin, 
asking  the  establishment  of  a  mall  route  Imm  Southport  lo 
Beloit,  by  way  of  Burlington,  Lyons,  Geneva,  Detevan, 
Darien,  Bummervllle,  and  Clinton  ;  and  the  transportation 
of  Uie  mail  weekly  between  tile  atKive  named  towns  of 
Southport  and  Bclolt ;  which  were  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Poet  Office  and  Poet  Roads. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Asaph  Smith,  of  Walworth  county. 
Territory  01  Wisconsin,  asking  Congress  for  a  compensa- 
tion in  bounty  Innds  lor  military  services  rendered  la  the 
late  war  with  Great  Britain ;  which  was  lefrtrcd  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Alfalrs. 

By  Mr.  LEONARD:  1'he  petition  of  Mary  Steilwager, 
of  the  cityofrhiladelphla,  widow  of  Daniel  a.  Steilwager, 
late  n  salllngniasicr  In  the  Navy,  praying  the  reSnactinent 
of  the  Nuvy  p>,-nslan  biw ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs. 

By  Mr.  PHCENIX :  The  petlUon  of  the  widow  of  Com- 
modore Buinbrldge  infuvorof  tbereVaactmentof  the  Navy 
pension  fund. 


IN  SENATE. 
Satordat,  7une  8,  1844. 

Mr,  LEWIS  presented  the  memorial  of  citizens 
of  the  city  and  cou  nty  of  Mobile  Alabama ,  praying 
for  the  immediate  annexation  of  Texas  to  the 
United  Slates;  also,  a  memorial  from  citizens  of 
Lowndes  county,  Alabama,jpraying  for  the  re- 
annexation  of  Texas  lo  the  United  States;  also, 
a  memorial  from  citizens  of  the  city  and  county 
of  Mobile,  Alabama,  praying  for  the  immediate 
annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United  States;  ail  of 
which  were  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  five  memorials 
from  citizensof  Philadelphia,  similar  to  a  number 
of  memorials  he  had  already  presented,  on  the 
subject  of  the  naturalization  laws,  aud  asking  for 
such  alteration  as  will  require  of  foreigners,  after 
filing  their  declaration  of  intention  to  become 
citizens,  a  residence  of  twenty-one  years  before 
they  can  be  entitled  to  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  native-born  citizens.  In  presenting  these  me- 
morials he  again  repeated  his  strong  desire  that 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  should  speedily 
make  a  report  on  this  subject;  more  especially 
since  an  honorable  Senatorof  such  high  influence 
as  the  Senator  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Archer]  had 
expressed  his  desire  that  the  law  should  be 
changed  in  conformity  with  the  proposition  of 
these  memorials.  The  memorials  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Also,  the  proceedings  of  a  meeting  of  citizens 
of  Ohio  township,  Pennsylvania,  at  which  a  num- 
ber ofifesolutlons  were  adopted  adverse  to  the 
annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United  Slates;  which 
were  laid  on  the  table. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  Anne  Houston  and  Eliz- 
abeth Smith,  asking  for  pensions  from  the4ih  of 
March,  1841,  to  the  4th  of  March,  1843.  He 
thought  these  good  ladies  had  entirely  mistaken 
their  own  case,  and  that  it  had  been  long  since 
provided  for — at  least,  so  far  as  regarded  one 'of 


UAC0O  ycaiv,      x  jiv  iiicuiurioa  was   niiarxvu  va  uie 

Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  CHOATE  presented  the  memorial  of  two 
hundred  and  forty  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  pray- 
ing for  an  alteration  in  the  taw  of  naturalization, 
so  as  to  make  a  residence  of  twe;ity-one  years 
necessary  for  the  eligibility  of  foreigners  to  citi- 
zenship; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  FULTON  presented  the  petition  of  citizen* 
of  Saline  and  Jefferson  counties,  Arkansas,  pray- 
ing for  the  establishment  of  a  mail  route  from 
Benton,  the  coanty  seat  of  Saline  county,  along 
the  northeast  side  of  Saline  river,  to  Stacy  Lock- 
hart's,  on  Lost  Creek,  about  thirty  miles;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  presented  the  proceedings 
of  a  large  public  meeting  at  Indianapolis,  Indiana, 
in  favor  of  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United 
States.  Mr.  H.  (who  spokeso  lowas  be  imper- 
fectly heard  in  the  gallery)  was  understood  to  say 
that  ne  believed  this  memorial  was  expressive  of 
the  feelings  of  the  people  at  large  in  favor  of  an- 
nexation wherever  that  question  could  be  pre- 
sented in  such  a  form  as  could  be  approved.  The 
proceedings  were  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDOE  presented  the  proceed- 
ings of  a  meetingof  the  ci  tizens  of  Hillsdale,  Mich- 
igan, remonstrating  against  the  annexation  of 
Texas  to  the  United  States.  They  say  it  would 
be  an  encroachment  upon  the  Constitution ,  which 
these  States  made  for  themselves,  and  not  for  the 
benefit  of  a  foreign  nation.  The  proceedings  were 
laid  on  the  table. 

REPORTS  PROM  C0UMITTEB8, 

Mr.  BAYARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Navoi 
Affairs,  to  whom  had  been  referred  the  message 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States  on  the  sub- 
ject of  extending  the  duties  of  the  home  squadron, 
moved  that  the  committee  be  discharged  irom  the 
further  consideration  of  the  same. 

The  committee  were  discharged  accordingly. 

Mr.  B.,  from  the  same  committte,  reported 
back  the  joint  resolution  concerning  dew-rotted 
hemp,  and  aslced  that  the  committee  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  same.  Ac- 
companying the  committee's  report  was  a  letter 
on  the  subject  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
He  also  moved  the  printing  of  this  letter  and  re- 
port. The  committee  was  accordingly  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject,  and 
the  report  and  letter  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WHITE,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  reported  the  House  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Harvey  Heth,  without  amendment. 

.    MASSACHUSETTS  RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr.  6AGBY,  pursuant  to  notice  which  he  had 
long  since  given,  now  submitted  the  following 
resolutions;  which  Were  laid  on  the  table  under 
the  one-day  rule. 

iUra/saf,  That  the  resolallsns  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachosetts,  now  upon  the  table,  be  entered  on  the  Jour- 
nal of  the  Senate ;  sold  resoluUons  being  la  tlie  words  fol- 
lowing: 

■■  RmluUoiu  of  the  'Commomeeattk  of  Miu$ackuteUs. 

"  Raolted,  That  the  following  amendment  of  the  Con ' 
stitutlon  of  the  United  States  be,  and  hereby  Is,  recom- 
mended to  the  eonslderaUnn  of  Congress,  to  be  acted  on 
according  to  the  flfih  article.  The  third  clause  of  the  aec- 
oiiil  section  of  Uie  first  article  shall  read  in  Ihs  words  fol- 
lowing : 

"  RnpresentaUvea  and  direct  taxes  shall  be  apportioned 
among  the  several  Sutes  which  are,  or  may  b«,  included 
wlUiin  this  Union,  according  to  their  respective  nnmbers 
of  free  persons,  excluding  Indiana  not  taxed.  The  actual 
enumeration  shall  be  made  within  two  years  l>om  the  date 
of  the  adoption  of  this  amendment,  in  Uie  manner  provided 
by  the  Constitution,  and  within  every  subsequent  term  of 
ten  years,  in  sucii  manner  ns  the  Congress  shall,  by  law, 
direct.  The  number  of  Ucprc*pntatlves  shall  not  exceed 
one  for  every  thirty  Uinusaud ;  but  each  Suite  shall  have  at 
least  one  RepresentaUvc.*' 

Aesolveii,  (as  the  solemn  judgment  of  the  Senate,)  That 
the  ConsUtuilnn  of  th»  United  States  ought  iu(  to  be 
amended  In  the  manner  suggested  and  recommended  in  the 
said  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Hassachusetts. 

CIVIL  AND  DIPLOMATIC  BILL, 

The  House  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
civil  and  diplomatic  service  was  taken  up,  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

NEW  HAIL  ROUTE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SEVIER,  the  following  reso- 
lution was  adopted : 

Resolsai,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Poot  Roads  be  insuucted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
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csubllshing  a  mail  roulc  from  nieniplils,  I  ennejsee.  on 
llic  wisl  liiinkof  llieMlsslssi|i|)irii'or,  lollt^rno,  In  Arknii- 
las;  and  (mm  Oauola,  In  Ihc  o.iuiily  iil'  Miajisslpiil,  in  Iho 
Suite  ol*  Arkunso:?,  to  New  M:i(Iriit,  In  llie  rt!:ile  ol  MU- 
Buuri. 

ANNBXATION  OF  TKXAS. 

The  Sonntc  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  execuiive  business;  and  after  continuing  in 
secret  session  till  nine  o'clock,  p.  m.,  in  deljate 
on  the  treaty  to  annex  Texas  to  the  United  Stjues, 
canio  to  a  direct  vote  on  the  question  of  ratifica- 
tion; and  it  was  decided  in  the  negative — yeas 
IG,  nays  35;  as  follows: 

VKAS— Messrs.  Atchison,  nnghy,  Erecse,  Buchnnnn, 
Coliiiiltl,  I'ullon,  Haywood,  llcndiirson,  Iluser,  Lewis, 
McDulBo,  Sumple,  ticvUr,  aiurfi-on,  U  alker,  and  Wood- 
liurv — Hi. 

r^AYS— Messrs.  .Mien,  Archi'r.  Atlierlnn,  Barrow,  Dates, 
Uayard,  Ucnluu.  Uerrieri,  Olioatf,  Clayton,  Oillendcn, 
Dayioii,  EviiM?,  PHirlield,  Foster,  I'ranein,  llnnlinijlon, 
Jarnacln,  Johru^nji,  Mani;uni,  Mi-rriok,  Mlllir,  iMorehead, 
Niles,  Pearei.',  i'Vl|i-Vorler,  Uivey,  Simmon?, 'r.Tllniad-je, 
Tappan,  U|ihain,>Vliini,  Woodliridge,  ami  \\  ii(jnt— uj. 

The  injunction  of  seci-ecy  was  llieii  removed, 
and  the  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
S.\TunDAt,  June  ti,  1844. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  HOPKlJNSgave  notice  that,  on  Monday 
next,  he  sliould  call  up  the  bills  rejiorled  from 
the  (Joinmittce  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 
Some  of  those  bills  were  of  great  importance  to 
»he  members  of  this  House,  and  many  of  them  to 
the  people  at  large;  and  he  hoped  he  should  be 
Bustuined  in  the  molipn  which  he  should  make 
on  Monday  next. 

VIRGINIA  CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

Mr.  NEWTON  moved  that  Mr.  Bolls  and 
Mr.  Jones  have  leave  to  withdraw  the  lesiimony 
ill  the  election  case  of  Jones  rs.  Bolts,  now  on  the 
files  of  the  Hou.'ie. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  said  he  believed  such  a  thing 
bad  never  been  done  before. 

Mr.  NEWTON  said  he  had  not  anticipated 
«ny  objection.  Heretofore,  in  such  cases,  the 
evidence  had  been  printed,  but  in  this  ctise  it  had 
not  been  done;  but  as  the  case  was  now  settled, 
the  evidence  could  be  of  no  value  to  the  House  or 
to  the  country;  and  he  trusted  Mr.  Bolts  would 
be  allowed  to  withdraw  his  evidence,  as  he  de- 
fiired  to  do. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  moved  to  consider  the  motion 
80  as  to  make  it  a  motion  to  allow  the  parties  to 
take  copies  of  the  testimony  and  other  papers 
now  on  file. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  said  the  resolution  would 
be  perfectly  unnecessary;  for  the  Clerk  would,  of 
course,  allow  copies  to  be  taken.  He  therefore 
moved  to  lay  the  motion  on  the  tabic;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

CUAIIGKS  AGAINST  TUB  FOSTMASTBR  GENISKAL. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky,  obtained  permis- 
■ion  to  make  an  explanation  for  the  correction  of 
a  newspaper  report  of  what  took  place  yesterday, 
in  relation  to  the  memorial  of  the  rostmasler 
Ueneral,  on  the  subject  of  some  strictures  made 
by  him  (Mr.  U.)  in  a  debate  in  this  House,  on 
Bome  previous  occasion;  and  he  spoke  at  some 
length  thereon. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  also  entered  into  some  ex- 
planations. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky,  then  offered  the  res- 
olution which  was  voted  down  yesterday ,  instruct- 
ing the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads  to  inquire  whether  the  Postmaster  General 
had  been  guilty  of  the  conduct  attributed  to  him. 

Objection  was  made  to  the  reception  of  the  res- 
olution. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky,  moved  asuspension 
of  the  rules;  but  the  motion  did  not  prevail,  the 
vote  being — 60  in  the  affirinative,  and  GG  in  the 
negative. 

PUBLIC  LAND  IN  ILLINOIS. 

Mr.  ELMER  niovtd  a  reconsideration  of  the 
vote  by  which  the  House  yesterday  rejected  a  bill 
declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to  the  State  of 
Illinois  to  tax  all  the  public  land  sold  hereafter, 
from  and  after  the  time  of  such  sale. 

After  some  discussion,  in  which  Mr.  ELMER, 
Mr.  HARDIN,  and  others,  took  part, 

Mr.  WENTWORTH  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion; which  was  sustained  by  the  House. 


1  no  motion  to  reconsiuer  was  a^recu  lo  uy  u 
mnjoriiy  of  75  to  46;  taken  by  tellers,  Messrs. 
Bi;RKe  and  Ghinnell. 

The  question  then  being  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill, 

Mr.  WENT  WORTH  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

On  seconding  the  previous  question,  there  were, 
(llijc  question  being  taken  by  tellers,) — ayes  60, 
noes  38:  being  less  than  a  quorum. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  that  the  bill  be  laid  upon 
the  table;  and  demanded  the  yeas  ond  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordired;  and  being 
taken,  resulted — yeas  77,  nays  86. 

So  the  bill  was  not  laid  on  thfc  table. 

The  quest  ion  recurred  on  seconding  the  demand 
for  the  previous  question  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill.  After  another  count,  the  tellers  reported — 
ayes  69,  noes  53. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered. 

On  tlie  question,  "Shall  the  bill  pass.'" 

Mr.  VINTON  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays; 
and  they  were  ordered;  and  being  taken,  resulted 
— yeas  84,  nays  89* 

So  the  bill  was  rejected. 

FRANCIS  CAZEAn. 

Mr.  DEAN  called  up  the  motion  lo  reconsider 
the  vote  by  which  bill  No.  168,  for  the  relief  of 
the  heirs  of  Francis  Cazeau,  was  laid  upon  the 
table. 
•    The  question  being  put, 

Messrs.  Drougoole  and  Barrinoer  were  ap- 
pointed tellers;  and  having  counted  the  votes,  they 
reported — ayes  79,  noes  51. 

The  question  recurred  on  ordering  the  bill  lo  a 
third  reading. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  explained  the  nature  of  the 
claim,  and  declared  himself  in  favor  of  allowing 
the  amount  named  in  the  bill,  which  was  but  one 
fourth  of  the  whole  amount  claimed.  The  com- 
mittee which  reported  the  bill  had  thought  it  right 
to  reject  the  remainder  of  the  claim,  bringing  the 
amount  down  to  the  sum  which  had  been  hereto- 
fore favorably  reported  upon. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engro."(Sed,  and  read 
a  third  time;  and, on  the  question  of  its  passage, 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays,  which  were  ordered;  and  being  taken,  re- 
sulted— yeas  103,  nays  55. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

ORDER  Of  BUSINESS. 

Some  conversation  as  to  priority  of  business 
took  place. 

Mr.  JAMESON  moved  to  suspend  the  rules, 
for  the  purpose  of  proceeding  with  the  bills  on 
the  Speaker's  table,  and  which  had  been  reported 
to  the  House. 

This^ftolion  being  agreed  to,  the  following  bills 
were  taken  up,  and  acted  upon: 

UOWARD  INSTITUTION. 

The  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  Howard  Institu- 
tion of  the  city  of  Washington  was  taken  up,  and 
read;  and  the  question  being  on  its  engrossment, 

Mr.  BURKE  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

Mr.  VANCE  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays.which 
were  ordered;  and  the  question  being  taken,  it 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  88,  nays  74. 

So  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

ORPUAN  ASYLUM. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  the  Orphan  Asylum  and 
Female  Fiee  School  of  Alexandria,  in  the  District 
or  Columbia,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  HALE  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table;  which 
motion  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — the  ques- 
tion being  taken  by  tellers — ayes  69,  noes  62. 

PENNSYLVANIA  AVENUE. 

The  bill  for  repairing  and  rcpaving  Pennsylva- 
nia ovenue  was  taken  up,  and  read.  The  question 
being  on  its  engrossment  for  a  third  reading, 

Mr.  HALE  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CAUSIN  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered;  but  subsequently  he  with- 
drew the  call. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  renewed  it. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  laying  the  bill 
on  the  table,  and  resulted — yeas  95,  nays  76. 

COUBT-nOUSE  IN  ALE.XLANDRIA. 

The  bill  for  repairing  the  roof  of  the  cotut-house 
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taken  up. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  inquired  of  the  chairman  of  lb 
Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia  if  ihii 
building  belonged  to  the  United  Stales,  or  to  tk 
courts  of  Alexandria. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  said  that  it  was  a  building 
belonging  lo  the  United  States;  iliat  itwasforlht 
use  of  the  United  Stales  courts,  the  judgoi  of 
which  were  paid  by  the  United  States. 

After  a  few  words  from  Messrs.  HAMLIN, 
MURPHY,  and  CAMPBELL, 

Mr.  HAMLIN  mov.d  to  lay  the  bill  on  ilx 
table;  which  was  negatived. 

Mr.  HOLMES  made  some  remarks  illustralitt 
of  the  relation  which  the  District  of  Columbii 
bore  lo  the  Congress  of  the  United  Slates. 

The  debate  was  continued  by  Messrs. SAUN- 
DERS and  HAMLIN. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  moved  the  previous  questira, 
and  it  was  sustained  by  the  House. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed; and 
it  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

CHARTER  FOR  WASHINGTON. 

The  next  bill  was  that  entitled  "a  billloincor- 
porate  the  inhabitantaofthccity  of  Washington," 
and  the  question  was  on  concurring  widi  tJit 
amAidmcnts  reported  from  the  Committee  of  die 
Whole. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  spoke  in  opposition  to  some  of 
Ihc  amendments.  He  said  the  bill,  as  it  now 
stood,  extended  the  right  of  suffrage,  but  it  nude 
n  provision  to  refer  the  charter  to  tjie  preseot  lim- 
ited constituency  for  adoption,  to  which  lie»u 
opposed. 

Mr.  HOLMES  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table;  which  was  negatived. 

Mr.  JONES, ofTennessec, suggested  »Diimfn(|- 
ment  to  exclude  those  parts  in  relation  to  Um 
qualification  of  voters,  and  to  eligibility  lo  oSw, 
from  the  consideration  and  ratification  of  thcei- 
isting  voters;  but  he  thought  the  other  portion! 
of  the  bill  should  be  referred  to  iherfonsiitueocy 
for  ratification. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  andMr.CHILTON  continued 
the  debate. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  moved  the  previoui  (na- 
tion; and  it  was  sustained  by  the  House. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  desired  to  morn 
call  of  the  House,  this  being  the  usual  hour  (be- 
tween one  and  two  o'clock]  at  which  manymeiB- 
bers  usually  go  lo  dinner;  but  he  was  told  dm 
his  motion  was  not  now  in  order,  the  prerioia 
question  being  ordered. 

The  question  then  recutrcd  on  the  amendmenls 
made  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  called  for  a  division.  H« 
said  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  had  struck  oat 
all  after  the  enacting  clause,  and  inserted  ^  mo- 
stitute,  with  the  main  part  of  which  ihe  House 
would  concur;  but  there  were  two  provismns— 
one  in  relation  to  the  right  of  sulVrage.ard  ibf 
other  that  in  relation  to  the  submission  of  the 
charier  to  the  people  for  ratification— on  which  ta 
desired  lo  have  separate  voles. 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that  the  question *- 
not  divisible;  and  on  an  appeal,  afl*r  a  lonf  con- 
versational debate,  the  decision  of  the  Chair  wu 
sustained  by  the  House. 

Mr.  COBB  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  voii 
by  which  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  In 
put.  ., 

On  this  motion,  the  question  being  put,  telK" 
were'appointed,  who,  having  counted  the  votrt, 
reported  eighty-three  in  the  aflirmatiTe,  wl""" 
was  deemed  sufficient,  and  the  votcW»«  nC' 
aidered. 

The  question  being  put,  "  Shall  the  mam  (]0«- 
lion  be  now  put.'"  it  was  decided  in  the  ncjaute. 
ARRESTS  IN  THE  DISTIUtTT. 

The  next  bill,  being  "  An  act  to  amend  anact 
supplementary  to  an  act  entitled  'An  act  lo  re? 
late  arrests  on  mesne  process  in  it' '^'*'""..,. 
Columbia,'  "  approved  August  1, 1842,  was i»»™ 
up. 

The  question  being  on  its  cgfos""''";;    „■ 

Mr.  d.  JOHNSON  said  'hero""'""  O-V  ."J 
trict  had  suggested  to  him  that  the  7';"  P""    ' 
would   operate   unfavorably  upon  "'"""t" 
under  arrest,  or  against  whom  wn'^'rif  .hnn'd 
He  would  prefer,  therefore,  that  ihe  bill  si-"' 
not  take  effect  unul  after  the  next  KSi^oa. 
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Mr.  CAMPBELL  remarked  that  the  marshal 
had  hud  abundant  opportunity  to  represent  thein- 
jury,  if  any,  that  would  be  occasioned;  but  not  a 
word  had  been  heard  upon  the  subject  until  this 
Jale  period. 

Mr.  CHAPMAN,  of  Alabama,  moved  an 
nmcndnicnt,  to  the  cfTcct  that  no  process  now  in 
the  hands  of  the  marshal  shall  be  aflVcted  by  the 
provisions  oftliis  bill,  until  the  next  sitting  of  the 
court  to  which  the  case  is  adjournablc. 

The  amendnicnt  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  JOJVE^,  of  Tcnnease,  ofTered  a  substitute 
for  the  whole  bill. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR,  of  New  York,  moved  the 
previous  question. 

Mr.  BRENGLE  suggested  that,  as  the  bill 
abrorated  the  use  of  wsn-rants  of  capiases,  by 
which  the  attendance  obdcfendants  could  be  en- 
forced, it  would  be  propter  to  substitute  a  process 
in  the  nature  of  n  summons,  so  that  the  courts 
might  be  enabled  to  proceed  to  judgment  in  case 
of  default. 

The  previous  Question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordt'rcd  to  be  put;  being  on  the 
substitute  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee. 

The  question  was  put;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  negative. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  n  third  reading,  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

PL.\C1!S  OK  WORSHIP. 

The  bill  concerning  conveyance  and  devises  of 
places  of  public  worsliip  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia was  ordered  to  be  engrossed ,  and  read  a  third 
time;  and  it  was  occordiugly  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

ALEXANDRIA  CANAL  COMPANY. 
The  bill  to  amend  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to 
incorporate   the   Alexandria  Canal    Company" 
was  also  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

SALB-  OF  RESERVATION. 
The  bill  to  authorize  the  sale  of  part  of  public 
.reservation  number  thirteen,  in  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, aM  for  other  purposes,  was,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  C.  JOHNSON,  laid  on  the  table.  . 

INSANE  ASYLUM. 

Senate  bill  No.  10,  to  make  provision  for  the 
support  of  an  insane  asylum  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  JOHNSON, 
of  Ohio,  amended  in  some  minor  particulars,  tuid 
then  passed. 

VEDICAL  INFIRMARY. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rules,  in  order  i6  enable  him  to  oner  a  joint  res- 
olution authorizing  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Buildings  to  allow  the  building  intended  for  a 
hospital  to  be  used  as  a  medical  infirmary. 

The  motion  did  not  prevail. 

PORT  OPBNTRY  AT  BANOOR. 

The  bill  res[>ecting  a  port  of  entry  at  Bangor, 
in  Maine,  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  HAMLIN, 
amended  and  passed. 

COLLECTION  DISTRICT  AT  CHICAGO. 
The  bill  to  establish  a  collection  district  at  Chi- 
■cngo  was  amended,  on  motion  of  Mr.  WENT- 
WORTH,  and  then  the  bill  was  passed. 

PORT  OF  ENTRY  AT  BANGOR. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  moved  the  reconsideration  of 
the  vote  on  the  passage  of  the  bilL  establishing 
Bangor,  in  the  State  of  Maine,  as  a  port  of  entry. 
He  made  this  motion  at  the  request  of  his  col-, 
league,  who  was  out  when  the  bill  was,  passed, 
and  wished  to  be  heard  on  it. 

Mr.  MORSE  then  made  a  few  remarks  in  op- 
position to  the  bill;  after  which 

Mr.  HAMLIN  withdrew  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider. 

PENSIONS  TO  WIDOWS. 

The  bill  to  amend  the  act  granting  half  pay  to 
certain  widows,  and  the  several  acts  and  resolu- 
tions in  relation  to  the  same,  and  to  extend  the 
provisions  thereof,  was  taken  up,  and  the  amend- 
ments made  in  theCommittecof  the  Whole  being 
concurred  in,  the  bill,  under  the  operation  of  the 
previous  question,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  then  passed — yeas  117,  nays  23. 


LAND  CLAIMS. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  Icgiil  adjudication  of 
claims  to  lands  in  the  States  of  Louisiana  and 
Arkansas,  and  Mississippi  and  Missouri,  was 
taken  up,  and  the  question  being  on  concurring 
in  the  amendments  tigreed  to  in  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole? 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Indiana,  submitted  an  amend- 
ment. 

The  SPEAKEI^  said  it  was  not  in  order  till  the 
question  was  taken  on  concurring  in  the  amend- 
ments made  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

After  some  conversation,  in  which  Messrs. 
CHAPMAN  of- Alabama,  BROWN  oflndiana, 
C.  JOHNSON,  and  SLIDELL,  took  part, 

Mr.  CHAPMAN, of  Alabama, moved  the  pre- 
vious question. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  moved  fo  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  CHAPMAN,  of  Alabama,  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered;  and  then 
moved  a  call  of  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER  said  a  call  of  the  House  was  not 
then  in  order. 

Mr.  CHAPMAN,  of  Alabama,  moved  an  ad- 
journment; but  the  motion  was  rejected. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  laying  the  bill 
on  the  table,  and  decided  in  the  negative — yeas 
65,  nays  85. 

Mr.  CHAPMAN,  of  Alabama,  moved  an  ad- 
journment;on  which  the  vote  was  taken  by  Messrs 
Jenes  and  Holmes  as  tellers,  bnd  resulted — ayes 
83,  noes  60. 

The  House  accordingly  adjourned. 


Tin:  following  petitions,  preaenteH  toilny,  were  handed 
Ui  tile  rcportPra  by  llie  mciiiliers  presenting  tlicm  : 

Dy  Mr.  CATLIN  :  The  pcllUon  of  Uotliarine  Rinkrr, 
widow  of  Saniurl  Kinkcr,  wlin  was  a  Failingnmster  In  tim 
United  Stntea  Navy,  prnyinc  ("nr  ihe  n;gnactment  of  the 
Navy  pension  law  ;  wliich  was  referrad  to  the  Cumrolttee 
on  Naval  Affiilrs. 

By  Mr.  DELSER :  The  petition  of  sundry  citizens  of 
Russell  and  Cbninbers  counties,  in  the  Slate  of  Alabaina, 
forUie  cstablisliinent  nfa  post  routo  from  Gerard,  In  the 
county  of  Kui>8eil,  to  West  Point,  In  the  county  of  Ctiain' 
bRrf>,  111  said  Stale  ;  which  was  referred  to  liic  Cominiuec 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Pan  Roads. 


IN  SENATE. 
M()N0AT,  June  10,  1844. 
Mr.  BENTON  made  his  promi.scd  motion  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  annexa- 
tion of  Texas  to  the  United  States.  He  said,  the 
treaty  having  been  rejected,  and  that' obstacle  to 
success  got  out  of  the  way,  and  the  way  being 
now  cleared  for  open,  honorable,  and  successful 
negotiations,  he  proceeded  to  the  fulfillment  of  a 
purpose  which  had  been  for  a  quarter  of  a  cen- 
tury on  his  mind.  Texas,  and  the  country  be- 
tween the  Red  river  and  the  Arkansas,  bad  been 
dismembered  from  the  United  States  in  the  year 
1819,  and  had  since  remained  under  foreign  dom- 
ination. He  had  denounced  that 'parricidal  act 
in  the  moment  of  its  perpetration,  and  had  sought 
to  undo  it  ever  siace.  He  had  conversed  with 
Mr.  Clay,  in  1825,  when  Secretary  under  Mr. 
Adams;  had  applauded  his  design  to  recover  the 
sacrificed  territory;  and  volunteered  his  promise 
of  support  to  Mr.  Adams's  administration  in  that 
laudable  undertaking.  He  had  supported  Presi- 
dent Jackson  and  Mr.  Van  Burcn  in  the  same 
design,  in  1829,  and  wrote  ^merieoniu  and  La 
Salle  to  promote  their  success.  Since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Texan  revolution — the  success 
of  which  was  never  for  one  instant  problematical 
in  his  eyes — he  had  waited  the  events  which  were 
of  themselves,  and  without  a  shock  to  our  Mex- 
ican trade,  to  restore  the  dismembered  territory 
to  its  natural  possessor;  and  saw,  in  the  ap- 
proaching termination  of  the  Mexican  end  Texan 
war,  the  natural  and  speedy  consummation  of 
that  cherished  conjunction.  The  war  was  expir- 
ing. The  armistice,  and  the  interposition  of  great 
Powers,  was  bringing  it  to  a  close;  and  the  day 
was  at  hand  when  the  reunion  of  Texas  would 
have  come  of  itself,  and  with  peace  and  honor, 
when  this  insidious  scheme  of  sudden  and  secret 
annexation,  and  its  miserable  pretexts,  was  fallen 
ly^on  by  oui*|japless  Administration.  From  the 
mnoicnt  that  scheme, and  its  pretext,  first  revealed 
itself  to  public  view,  at  a  public  dinner  in  Vir- 
ginia, in  the  autumn  of  the  last  year,  I  denounced 
It  as  an  intrigue,  got  up  for  the  election;  and  to 
end  in  the  disgrace  of  its  authors,  and  in  the  de- 


feat, delay,  and  embarrassment  of  the  measure 
which  it  professed  to  desire.  I  particularly  made 
this  denunciation  to  the  gentleman  [Mr.  A.  V. 
Browk]  who  had  got  the  letter  from  General 
Jackson,  in  February,  1843,  and  who  seemed  to 
be  vicariously  charged  with  some  enterprise  on 
my  humble  self.  It  was  at  the  commencement 
of  the  present  session  of  Congress;  1  answered 
him  on  Ihe  spot;  and,  as  I  have  no  concealments, 
the  gentleman  referred  to  is  at  liberty  to  relate  all 
that  I  said  to  him  to  the  whole  world. 

The  intrigue  went  on:  the  treaty  was  obtained 
— by  what  means  I  nerd  not  repeat.  It  has  an- 
swered a  part  of  its  purpose,  and  is  dead!  and  it  is 
now  for  the  old  friends  of  annexation  to  return  to 
theirtask,nnd  to  consummate  their  work.  As  the 
oldest  of  these  old  friends,  I  now  resume  my  task 
where  I  leftitoff  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  Texan 
revolution, and  shall  go  to  i^ork  conalitutionally, 
honorably,  and  disinterestedly,  to  provide  for  the 
annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United  States,  and  all 
the  sacrificed  territory,  of  which  it  was,  from  1803 
to  1819,  a  legal  part,  and  of  which  it  now  is,  and 
forever  has  been,  a  natural  and  geographical  part. 

.1  begin  at  the  beginning — with  a  bill  to  author- 
ize the  President  to  treat  for  annexation,  and  for 
an  adjustment  of  boundaries,  with  Mexico  aid 
Texas. 

I  begin  with  a  law,  which  is  to  be  the  found-t- 
tion  of  the  treaty;  and  propose  to  treat  with  both 
parties,  because  each  have  rights  or  claims  to  lie 
adjusted,  andTnteresta  to  be  conciliated.  With 
Mexico  we  have  a  boundary  to  adjust  in  the  eveit 
of  recovering  Texas;  and  Mexico  has  an  unre- 
linquished claim  upon  ihd  sovereignty  of  Texas 
which  it  would  be  better  and  cheaper  to  settle  by 
treaty  than  by  war,  or  evtm  by  the  breach  of 
treaties  which  may  involve  the  loss  of  commerce. 
I  begin  where  our  Administration  ended — wiih 
offering  to  treat  with  Mexico  as  well  as  with 
Texas. 

In  laying  a  legislative  foundation  for  this  double 
negotiation,  which  we  hope  to  end  in  admitting 
new  States  into  the  Union,  1  conform  to  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  Slates,  to  the  genius  of  our 
free  institutions,  and  to  the  precedent  set  us  by 
Mr.  Jefiurson  and  the  Congress  of  1806,  when 
the  acquisition  of  the  Floridas,  and  the  settlement 
of  this  same  southwestern  boundary,  was  the  de- 
sign of  the  Government;  and  when  legislation 
was  the  basis  of  its  movement. 

By  our  Constitution,  Congress  alone  can  admit 
new  States  into  the  Union;  it  is  ntigatory,  there- 
fore, for  the  President  and  Senate  to  stipulate  for 
suchadmissionwilhouttheconscntofboth  Houses 
of  Congress.  To  be  sure,  a  subsequent  consent 
may  be  had ,  and  the  defective  proceeding  may 
be  cured;  but  deference  to  the  legislative  body, 
security  to  the  ultimate  design,  decorum  between 
coordinate  bodies,  and  regularity  of  action,  all 
require  the  law  to  precede  the  treaty,  and  to  au- 
thorize it;  and  this  precession  of  the  legal  author- 
ity should  never  be  avoided  when  there  is  time 
to  obtain  it.  In  cases  of  ordinary  treaties,  the 
President  may  open  negotiations  without  the  sanc- 
tion of  Congress;  but  in  the  great  point  of  acquir- 
ing foreign  territory,  and  admitting  new  States 
into  the  Union,  Ihe  sanction  of  Congress  is  ap 
indispensable  preliminary;  for  how  can  the  Pres- 
ident and  Senate  promise  to  admit  new  States 
without  first  having  the  promise  of  Congress? 
And  there  is  no  'way  for  'Congress  to  give  the 
promise  but  by  law.  The  individual  opinions  of 
mcmliers  are  no  foundation  fur  such  a  responsible 
stipulation,  and  neither  could  be  solicited  nor  vol- 
unteered without  compromising  the  independence 
of  members,  degrading  the  legislative  authority, 
opening  the  door  lo  dangerous  collusions,  and 
loading  to  scenes  which  may  end  in  fraud  and  dis- 
appointment. Neither  the  member  nor  his  suo- 
cessor  can  be  bountl  by  such  extrajudicial  com- 
mitment of  opinion. 

The  genius  of  our  free  institutions  demands 
consultation  with  the  people  wherever  it  can  be 
had.  Even  in  the  business  of  ordinary  legislation 
this  consultation  is  always  exacted.  How  much 
more  indispensable  when  the  territorial  iind  the 
popular  basis  of  ilie  existing  community  is  to  be 
altered  by  the  incorporation  of  a  new  country, 
and  of  a  new  people ! 

Consonant  as  it  is  to  our  Constitution,  and  to 
the  genius  of  our  free  institutions,  to  consult  the 
people  beforehand  on  the  great  measure  of  adding 
a. new  country  to  our  own,  it  is  also  conformable 
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to  the  practice  of  our  Government  in  its  early  and 
urest  day.  I  allude  to  the  administration  of 
tr.  Jefferson,  and  his  attempts  to  purchase  the 
Floridas  from  Spain,  and  losttile  the  southwest- 
ern boundary  of  Louisiana  with  that  Power.  This 
■was  in  the  year  1806.  Mr.  Jefferson,  in  a  confi- 
dential mcssaije  to  the  two  Houses,  applied  to 
Ihem  for  legislative  authority  to  neg;oliate  the 
acquisition.  Mr.  Randolph  of  Roanoke,  from  the 
committee  chargred  witlrihe  consideration  of  the 
message,  reported  in  favor  of  its  object,  specifying 
what  was  to  be  done,  and  appropriating  money 
for  its  accomplishment.  The  report  recommenil- 
ed  the  acquisition  of  the  Floridas,  and  the  adjust- 
ment of  the  southwestern  boundary  of  Louisiana, 
**  JO  as  to  secttre  to  Spain  an  amjiU  barrifr  on  tke 
side  of*MexieOf  and  to  the  United  States  alt  the  coun- 
tries watered  by  the  Mississippi.**  This  recom- 
mendation,digested  intoarrsolutinn,  was  adopted 
by  the  House' of  Representatives  on  the  14th  of 
January,  ]8()6,  by  a  vote  of  80  to  52,  and  the  sum 
of  {>2,000,000  agreed  upon  as  the  amount  to  be 
appropriated.     This  was  the  resolution: 

'•  ile-toircd,  Thai  nil  ciciiange  or  territory  between  the 
United  t^tates  und  Spain  Is  deemed,  by  thU  (louse,  to  be 
tlie  most  advantiij^eoiiH  mode  of  seltlelilent  of  exUtlnft  dtf- 
fereiicea  respHctiii!»  lUliil.^  between  the  United  Stnteu  and 
the  conn  of  .Madrid  ;  and  llint  any  arraii^einent  between 
the  twoGoveriiment--*  wliict)8liull  seenn^  to.Spuin  an  ample 
barrier  on  Ibc  tiide  of  Mexico,  and  to  the  United  Stales  tilc 
countries  watered  by  tiie  Missid«ippi,  and  to  tlie  eastward 
of  it,  will  meet  tile  approbation  of  tills  llou.'se.'* 

This  was  the  way  of  proceeding  in  that  early 
and  pure  day,  in  acquiring  territory,  and  settling 
boundaries.  The  President,  by  message,  informs 
the  two  Houses  of  Congress  what  he  wishi's. 
Congress  informs  him',  by  resolution,  what  it  will 
approve;  and  upon  this  foundation  the  President 
safely  made  his  promise  that  the  Floridas,  if 
acquired,  should  be  admitted  into  the  Union  as  a 
State,  or  Stales.  The  sub.itance  of  the  resolution, 
formed  into  a  bill,  and  subsequently  enacted  inion 
law,  took  the  form  ofan  appropriation  of  $2,000,000 
to  defrayanycxtraordinary  expenses  which  might 
be  incurred  in  the  iniercoiirse  between  the  United 
States  and  foreign  nations — a  mystification  which 
was  adopted  in  the  law  for  reasons  of  State  policy, 
while  the  object  of  the  appropriation  and  its  lim- 
itation whs  precisely  declared  in  the  secret  resolu- 
tion which  was  the  key  to  the  act. 

This  was  the  mode  of  acquiring  foreign  terri- 
tory and  settling  boundaries,  which  yas  followed 
in  the  lime  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  and  which  I  propose 
to  follow  now.  Alas!  how  different  from  the  pro- 
ceedings which  we  have  lately  witnessed  !  And 
with  this  precedent,  added  to  the  argument  found 
in  our  Conslitution — which  secures  to  Congress 
the  right  to  admit  new  States— and  in  the  genius 
of  our  free  institutions,  which  requires  the  people 
to  be  consiilted  in  all  important  changes,  I  submit 
the  proposition  that  there  ought  to  be  a  law  passed 
for  the  adtnission  of  Texas  into  our  Union,  before 
the  Presiiient  and  Senate  undertake  to  admit  her 
by  treaty: 

So  rnuch  in  favor  of  a  legislative  foundation  for 
one  side  of  the  negotiation.  With  respect  to 
Texas,  some  fundamental  act  for  the  negotiation 
on  her  side  is  still  more  obviously  necessary.  She 
is  the  country  to  be  incorporated.  Her  sover- 
eignty is  to  be  merged  in  ours.  She  is  to  disap- 
pear from  the  firmament  of  nations.  From  an 
iridependent  Power,  she  becomes  a  part  of  our 
Confederacy;  and  it  surely  requires  some  authen- 
tic act  of  her  people  to  justify  so  great  a  change. 
Her  President  and  Senate  have  no  right  to  do  it 
by  a  secret  Ireaty  !  They  are  to  take  rjtre  of  the 
country,  and  not  to  transfer  it,  or  give  it  away. 
The  Senator  from  Massachusetts  [Sir.  Choate] 
placed  that  in  a  clear  light.  Some  fundamental 
act  of  the  people  is  necessary  for  that  purpose; 
and  while  I  have  not  a  particle  of  doubt  that 
the  people  of  Texas  now  are,  always  have  been, 
and  forever  will  be,  in  favor  of  becoming  a  part 
of  the  Union,  yet  it  is  neither  safe  nor  becoming 
to  act  upon  that  assumption  witliout  the  evidence 
of  its  truth.  The  act  is  too  momentous,  and  the 
precedent  too  dangerous,  to  admit  of  assumptions 
in  place  of  proof.  What  would  become  of  weak 
States  if  a  powerful  neighbor  was  at  liberty  to 
Bwallow  them  up  when  she  pleased  under  the 
form  of  governmental  transfer  by  the  executive 
officers?  or  a  supposed  wish  of  the  oeople,  with- 
out the  evidence  of  their  wish .'  The  honor  of 
he  United  States,  and  the  safety  of  Texas  re- 
quire their  reunion  to  be  not  only  voluntary  on 


both  parts,  springing  from  the  consent  of  both 
people,  but  also  evidenced  by  authentic  acts,  borne 
on  the  history  and  saved  in  the  archives  of  each. 

I.  The  bill  which  I  ask  leave  to  bring  in,  besides 
authorizing  and  reiiuesting  the  President  to  treat 
with  Mexico  and  Texas  for  an  adjustment  of 
boundaries,  and  for  the  annexation  of  the  latter  to 
the  North  American  Union,  proposes  some  bases 
for  the  treaties  expected  to  be  made.  Boundary 
is  one  of  these;  and  in  this  the  basis  conforms  to 
the  geographical  divisions  of  the  country;  to  our 
natural  and  proper  limits;  to  the  line  first  indicated 
in  President  Jackson's  propo.sition,  as  communi- 
cated by  Mr.  Van  Buren  to  Mr.  Poinsett,  in  1829; 
and  it  conforms  to  the  boundary  designated  in 
Mr.  Randolph's  report  of  1806,  and  to  the  reso- 
lution of  the  House  of  Representatives  adopted  in 

Sursuance  to  that  report,  and  already  read  to  the 
cnate.  Leaving  the  Rio  Grande  and  all  its  val- 
leys and  waters  to  the  Mexicans,  and  the  Missis- 
sippi valley  and  all  its  waters  to  the  United  States, 
it  proposes  to  follow  the  mountain  heights  from 
near  the  South  Pass  in  the  Rocky  mountains,  called 
Fremont's  Pass  in  the  map  of  the  topographical 
bureau,  along  the  Sierra  Obscura,  (Dark  mount- 
ain,) until  it  subsides  into  a  plain  as  it  approaches 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico;  and  then  reaching  the  Gulf 
by  a  line  in  the  desert  prairie  to  the  west  of  the 
Rio  Nueces,  (Walnut  river.)  This  is  the  bound- 
ary between  the  United  States  and  Mexico  pointed 
out  by  the  finger  of  nature,  agreed  upon  by  emi- 
nent statesmen  as  proper  for  Mexico  as  for  our- 
selves, and  written  down  in  the  book  of  fate  and 
the  law  of  nature  as  the  true  and  permanent  bound- 
ary between  the  two  first  Powers  of  the  New 
World.  Soon  or  late,  that  boundary  will  be  estab- 
lished. 

The  Rio  Grande  del  Norte  (Great  River  of  the 
North)  is  a  Mexican  river,  by  position  and  pos- 
session, and  10  the  Mexicans  may  it  forever  be- 
long. 'The  Mississippi  and  all  its  waters  are  ours, 
and  to  us  the  dismembered  parts  must  return. 
The-country  east  of  the  Neuces,  (and  including 
it,)  from  position,  geographical  affinities,  soil, 
products,  and  natural  dependence,  is  appurtenant 
to  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  and  must  and  will 
go  where  congruity  and  homogeniality  attract  it. 
No  wise  man,  in  an  age  of  commerce,  wants  a  great 
river  (beyond  its  natural  frontier)  for  a  national 
boundary:  it  is  a  boundary  fruitful  of  expense, 
and  of  every  species  of  collision  and  collusion.  A 
mountain  and  adesert  plain  is  far  better;  and  these 
we  have  between  us  and  Mexico;  and  it  would  be 
just  as  unwise  for  us  to  project  a  segment  or  a 
salient  angle  of  our  frontier  across  this  plain  and 
mountain  into  the  natural  limits  of  Mexico,  as  it 
would  be  in  her  to  make  the  same  projection  of  a 
segment  or  angle  of  herself,  across  the  same  plain 
and  mountain,  into  our  natural  dominion. 

II.  The  consent  of  the  people  of  Texas  to  the 
proposed  annexation,  to  be  evidenced  by  some 
public  and  authentic  act,  is  the  second  basis  pro- 
posed; and  upon  the  necessity  of  this  I  will  say 
no  more,  having  sufficiently  presented  my  views 
upon  it.  I  reply  to  the  assertion  that  we  have 
the  evidence  of  her  consent,  *nd  ask  where?  In 
the  vote  eight  years  ago?  Certainly  an  offer  does 
not  stand  forever — neither  in  love,  law,  trade,  nor 
politics.  The  Texan  offer,  founded  upon  the 
vote  of  1836,  was  declined  in  1837!  and  there  was 
an  end  of  it.  They  say  there  is  a  secret  act  of 
Congress:  I  answer,  it  is  not  a  case  for  a  secret, 
and  I  have  not  seen  it.  Even  the  letter  of  the 
members  of  the  Texan  Congress  to  myself  has 
nevercometo  hand.  I  have  only  seen  the  printed 
copy  in  the  newspapers:  by  the  fatality  which 
seems  to  attend  communications  in  this  case,  it 
has  not  yet  come  to  light.  Siill  I  have  no  doubt 
of  the  consent  of  the  people.  I  know  them,  and 
their  hearts,  and  that  they  arc  American  and  re- 
publican, and  pine  in  sorrow  to  return  to  us. 
Poll  them — take  the  vote  any  way.  Let  a  incs- 
senger  ride  up  to  the  fence,  and  ring  a  bell,  or 
blow  a  horn,  or  fire  a  gun,  and  call  out  the  house- 
hold, and  put  the  question:  "  Do  you  wish  to  be 
united  to  the  UniledStales?"  and  one  universal 
shout  of  "  Yes  !"  will  be  the  answer.  I  know 
this.  But  that  does  not  supersede  the  necessity 
of  the  evidence.  If  my  friend  gives  me  a  bit  of 
land,  and  I  know  he  will  never  take  It  back,  I  still 
want  a  piece  of  paper-writing  to  evidence  the  gift. 

III.  The  admission  of  a  State  into  the  Union, 
which  will  comprise  the  bulk  of  the  present  pop- 
ulation of  Texas,  is  a  third  basis,  and  a  most 


important  one,  in  the  bill  which  I  propose.  Thit 
State,  with  an  extent  equal  to  the  greatest  in  the 
Union ,  but  not  greater,  is  proposed  to  be  admitted 
by  the  act  itself,  (when  the  annexation  lakes 
effect,)  and  without  requiring  the  consent  of  i 
future  Congress.  This  is  a  vital  provision.  Il 
avoids  the  whole  danger  of  a  future  Missouri 
controversy, and  displays  the  eminent  advantage 
of  a  legislative  basis  for  the  annexation.  >o 
treaty  could  secure  such  admission.  It  could 
only  promise  it,  and  that  without  authority,  un- 
less the  legislative  act  had  been  obtained.  No 
treaty  is  equal  to  the  admission  of  a  State,  without 
the  sanction  of  a  law:  no  law  can  operate  the  ad- 
mission of  a  foreign  State  without  the  aid  of  a 
Ireaty;  the  combined  action  of  both  is  wanting^ 
and  this  is  precisely  what  my  bill  provides.  Under 
it,  the  State  of  Texas  would  be  in  the  Union  by 
law,  from  the  day  of  th(»complelion  of  the  treaty 
of  annexation;  and  all  the  details  of  admLsaion. 
requiring  the  consent  of  both  parties,  would  be 
adjusted  by  treaty. 

IV.  The  State  of  Texas  would  probably  form 
a  square  of  about  sixty  thousand  square  miles, 
in  the  eastern  part  of  the  Republic  of  Texas,  be- 
tween the  Red  river  and  iheGulf  of  Mexico,  and 
bordering  on  the  State  of  Louisiana ;  the  remainder 
of  the  present  Republic  would  become  a  Territory 
of  the  Union,  very  naturally  taking  the  name  of 
the  Southwest  "Territory.  As  a  Territory,  it 
would  be  held  and  governed  until  the  grovin; 
population  should  require  the  formation  of  new 
States. 

V.  The  division  of  this  territory  into  slave  and 
non-slaveholding  States  is  a  fifth  basis  propo«d 
by  my  bill;  and,  happily,  the  extent  of  the  coun- 
try, and  its  variety  of  soil  and  climate,  will  make 
such  a  division  easy  and  desirable.  In  extent, 
the  whole  annexed  country  will  be  about  two  hun- 
dred thousand  square  miles.  Its  southern  half 
will  make  two  slave  States,  both  lar^  and  respect- 
able, as  frontier  States  should  be;  its  nortnera 
and  northwestern  half  would  form  two  non-slave- 
holding  Slates, equally  large  and  respectable.  The 
extreme  northern  part  would  extend  to  north  lat- 
itude forty-two  degrees,  which  is  the  latitude  of 
Boston,  and  six  degrees  north  of  the  Missouri 
compromise  anti-slave  line;  but  it  is  not  latitude 
alone  which,  in  that  clime,  determines  the  bound- 
ary between  the  planting  and  the  grain-growinj 
regions.  Altitude  or  elevation  accomplishes  the 
work  of  northern  latitudes;  and  all  the  northwest 
part  of  Texas,  approaching  lofty  mountains,  be- 
comes unfit  for  the  productions  which  give  profit 
to  the  labor  of  slaves.  In  these  elevated  parts  two 
free  States  of  fifty  thousand  square  miles  each 
may  be  formed;  and  the  line  bein^drawn  in  the 
fundamental  act,  the  character  of  each  will  ba 
fixed,  and  all  danger  of  Missouri-restriction  con- 
troversies will  be  forever  avoided. 

As  a  domesiicquestion,  affecting  theequilibriura 
of  slave  and  free  States,  this  division  of  the  an- 
nexed territory  will  neutralize  and  annul  it;  the 
equilibrium  will  remain  as  it  is;  and  the  alarm  of 
a  slave  preponderence  will  entirely  vanish.  That 
bugliear  so  incontinently  associated  with  the  idea 
of  Texas,  and  so  continually  held  up  to  alarm  the 
North,  must  disappear  from  the  scene;  and, event- 
ually, the  expansion  of  Stales  in  the  nonhwfst, 
on  the  Missouri  and  Upper  Mississippi,  must 
give  the  preponderance  to  slave  States.  Asado- 
mestic  question,  then,  the  acquisition  of  Texa» 
will  leave  the  slave  and  anti-slave  Slates  as  they 
are;  but  under  the  enlarged  and  what  many  deem 
the  moral  aspect  of  the  question,  it  will  be  agrcal 
gain.  It  will  withdraw  slavery  from  the  whole 
left  bank  of  the  Rio  Grande,  to  which  the  Texan 
constitution  now  extends  it,  and  will  extinguish 
it  in  one  half  of  the  curtailed  Texas,  the  whole  of 
which  i.s  now  subject  to  that  institution.  This 
should  be  a  consummation  devoutly  to  be  wished 
by  those  who  wish  to  see  slavery  abolished 
throughout  the  world;  it  would  relieve  a  vast  re- 
gion nom  that  institution,  now  subject  to  be  cov- 
ered by  it. 

Mr.  President,  I  attach  a  great  importance  to 
this  slave  and  anti-slave  basis:  I  who  hare  seen 
a  Missouri-restriciion  controversy,  and  never  wish 
to  see  another!  Born  in  the  slave  region — now 
and  always  a  slaveholder — my  sympathies  in  all 
that  relates  to  their  rights  and  their  danger  are 
with  my  fellow  slaveholders;  bul  I  am  no  bifot 
or  fanatic  in  the  cause  of  slavery.  Equally  re- 
moved from  the  fanaticism  which  runs  a  muck 


for  or  against  slavery,  I  have  no  compliunt  to 
make  against  those  who  may  wish  to  "«ee"  it 
abolished,  and  who  limit  their  wishes  to  advice, 
•where  the  advice  is  acceptable.  A  wish  to  "see" 
is  harmless  under  such  limitations;  and  to  those 
who  entertain  that  wish,  I  say,  here  is  a  eratifi- 
cation  for  you  in  my  proposed  basis  for  the  an- 
nexation of  Texas.  Slavery  now,  under  the 
Texan  constitution,  is  a  legal  institution  to  the 
head  and  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande!  it  is  a  legal 
institution  in  six  degrees  of  latitude  in  the  valley 
of  the  Mississippi,  where  it  would  be  interdicted 
by  the  slave  compromise  line  of  18201  Is  it 
nothing  to  retire  the  institntion  from  all  this  extent 
of  country?  and  more,  to  retire  it  from  the  one  half 
of  the  whole  Texas  nhich  may  be  reunited  to  us 
under  the  basis  which  1  propose?  Let  the  prac- 
tical men  who  wish  to  "  see  "  slavery  abolished 
ponder  upon  this,  and  consider  what  reason  they 
nave  to  oppose  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the 
United  States. 

VI.  The  assent  of  Mexico  to  the  annexation 
and  settlement  of  boundaries  is  a  sixth  proposed 
basis,  but  that  assent  ia  not  made  indispensable. 
This  basis  goes  upon  the  idea  that  the  assent  of 
Mexico  is  now  necessary,  but  may  ceaae  to  be 
•o;  and  of  that  contingency,  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  is  constituted  the  judge.  It  will  be 
the  constitutional  judge;  and  if  it  should  involve 
the  United  Stales  in  war,  whether  just  or  unjust, 
it  will  at  least  have  the  constitutional  right  to  do 
Bo,  which  the  treaty-making  power,  and  still  less, 
the  President  alone,  has  not.  This  was  a  deadly 
objection  to  the  defunct  treaty,  and  alone  sum- 
cient  with  me  to  cause  the  r^eclion  of  that 
wretched  conception. 

The  assent  of  Mexico  is  now  deemed  to  be 
necessary  as  a  matter  of  right,  and  desirable  as  a 
matter  of  policy.  She  has  a  war  with  Texas, 
suspended  by  an  armistice,  to  which  we  become 
party  by  taking  Texas  without  her  consent.  Neu- 
trality has  been  our  policy  up  to  the  present  time; 
and  if  that  war  is  Tcsumed  with  respectable  forces, 
neutrality  will  be  still  our  duly.  The  President 
of  the  United  States  is  not  Louis  XVI,  to  take  re- 
volted colonics  by  the  hand,  and  make  their  cause 
his  own !  We  must  wait  the  expiration  of  the  arm- 
istice; it  would  be  a  hideous  crime  to  break  it,  and 
to  frustrate  the  preparations  for  peace  so  laudably 

£romoted  by  European  Powers!  Mot  a  gun  has 
een  fired  since  the  proclamation  of  that  armis- 
tice, and  never  may  be  if  we  do  not  assume  the 
war.  And  if  we  do  assume  it,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, we  incur  a  great  responsibility  in  the 
eyesofGod  and  man.  Policyond  interest,  if  not 
justice  and  honor,  should  make  us  refrain  from 
this  war.  We  have,  or  rather  had,  a  great  com- 
merce with  Mexico,  which  deserves  protection 
instead  of  destruction.  Our  trade  with  this  coun- 
try commenced  in  the  first  year  of  her  independ- 
ence— 1821 — and  we  received  from  her  that  year 
(80,000  in  specie.  It  increased  annually  and  vastly, 
and  in  the  year  1835 — the  year  before  the  Texas 
revolution — this  import  amounted  to  (8,343,181 
on  the  custom-house  books,  besides  the  large 
amounts  not  entered.  Our  sympathy  and  sup- 
posed aid  to  the  Texans  lost  us  the  favor  of  the 
Mexicans,  and  this  import  ran  down  in  seven 
vearato$l,342,817.*  New  Orleans,  and  through 
her,  the  Great  West,  was  the  greatest  gainer  by 
this  import  of  specie  while  itflourished—^f  course 
the  greatest  loser  when  it  declined;  and,  instead 
of  destroying  the  remainder  of  it,  and  all  com- 
merce with  our  nearest  neighbor  by  an  unjust  as- 
sumption of  a  war  against  her,  we  should  rather 
choose  to  res^re  this  specie  import  to  its  former 
maximum,  and  to  increase  it.  We  should  rather 
choose  to  cherish  and  improve  a  valuable  trade 
with  a  neighbor  that  has  mines,  and  whose  staple 
export  is  silver,  which  is  exchanged  for  ouragn- 
cultural  productions  after  these  productions  have 
gone  to  Europe  or  the  West  Indies,  and  been 

^Statement  of  the  total  amount  of  tpecie  and  buUion  im^ 
porttd  iitto  tlu  Unittd  Stota  /row  Xaia  from  1821  to 
lB4j,  incituwe  : 

1891 (80,590    1H33 $3,636,704 

IW '^iS§i    <833 4,S9S'693 


18£) 66,169 

1(94 51,047 

lta5 3,603,108 

leSB 3,8o0.409 

1827 4,005,215 


1834 7,204,517 

1835 8,343,181 

1836 4,5,T7,4I8 

1837 4,650,978 

.        ,  1838 3,689,426 

3.853,880    1839 3,273,548 

'»• 4,334,946    1840 3,458,802 

1830 4,703,716    1841 1,938,083 

18U 4,463,131    1848 1,30,817 


changed  into  fine  good  orgrocenea.  Atlantir  pol- 
iticians, hot  in  the  pursuit  of  Texas,  may  have  no 
sympathy  for  this  Mexican  trade, but  I  have  lend  it 
has  been  my  policy  to  reconcile  the  two  objects — 
acquisition  of  Texas  and  preservation  of  the  Mex- 
ican trade — and  therefore  to  eschew  unjust  war 
with  Mexico  as  not  only  wicked  but  foolish ! 

I  am  for  peace  with  Mexico;  and  therefore  I 
am  for  treating  her  with  respect,  and  obtaining 
her  consent,  fairly  and  honorably,  if  practicable, 
to  the  annexation  of  Texas.  It  is  to  tier  interest 
to  consent,  and  respectful  treatment  will  be  more 
potential  than  indignity  and  outrage  in  convinc- 
ing her  of  that  true  interest.  Still,  I  do  not  make 
the  annexation  dependent  upon  this  assent.  It  is 
to  be  sought,  ana  obtained,  if  practicable;  but 
Mexico  may  refuse  to  give  it.  She  may  still  keep 
up  a  desultory  war,  and  affect  to  reclaim  her  re- 
volted province.  In  that  event,  my  sixth  basis 
refers  the  question  to  Congress  to  decide  whether 
her  consent  has  censed  to  be  necessary !  end  if  the 
solution  of  the  question  brings  war,  we  shall  at 
least  have  the  consolation  to  know  that  it  comes 
constitutionally !  that  it  is  brought  upon  us  by 
the  authority  that  has  the  constitutional  right  to 
make  war !  and  not  by  the  unconstitutional  act 
of  the  President  and  &nale,  or  of  the  President 
alone ! 

Mexico  cannot  conquer  Texas.  Another  in- 
vasion will  be  more  disastrous  than  the  former; 
and  the  signal  for  its  commencement  will  be  the 
signal  for  the  commotion  of  all  the  vast  valley  of 
the  Mississippi.  Proclamations  and  laws  of  neu- 
trality can  have  no  force  against  Ihe  passions. 
The  news  for  a  battle  would  be  the  summons  for 
a  joyful  rendezvous  to  all  the  young  and  fiery 
sprits  of  the  Great  West.  They  would  repair  to 
it  as  to  a  gay  and.  brilliant  frolic.  Every  field  of 
battle  woula  be  a  San  Jacinto  to  the  invaders; 
and  what  Texas  has  most  to  desire  is  an  invasion. 
It  would  end  in  the  destruction  of  the  invaders, 
and  in  the  termination  of  the  war.  Nothing  is  so 
disastrous  to  her  as  the  kind  of  war  which  has 
prevailed  for  some  years.  It  destroys  her  re- 
sources— repulses  emigration;  sinks  the  value  of 
property  at  home;  and  rates  her  credit  abroad  m 
five  cents  and  ten  cents  in  the  dollar.  This  is 
what  depresses  and  exhausts  her.  A  fight  is 
nothing.  An  invasion  would  be  her  triumph  and 
her  glory. 

Mexico  and  Texas  cannot  live  together  under 
the  same  Government.  Natural  and  moral  causes 
forbid  it.  One  would  have  to  subdue  the  other; 
and  in  this  conflict  of  necessity  between  two 
races,  the  vanguard  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  race 
would  be  obliged  to  conquer. 

Geographically  and  physically,  Mexico  and 
Texas  are  distinct;  and  the  deep  cotton  and  sugar 
lands  of  this  appendage  of  the  valley  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, requiring  a  laborious  cultivation,  present 
no  attraction  to  the  indolent  pastoral  and  mining 
population  of  the  ancient  empire  of  Montezuma. 
Ill  three  hundred  years  they  had  formed  no  set- 
tlement in  Texas,  lying  at  their  door,  (for  the 
settlements  of  Nacogdoches  and  San  Antonio  were 
presidios,  with  herdsmen  attached,)  while  north- 
west, along  the  pastoral  region,  they  had  ex- 
tended to  Monterey  and  San  Francisco — a  distance 
from  the  city  of  Mexico  as  far  as  Philadelphia. 
The  Mexicans  did  not  settle  Texas.  During  their 
revolution  it  was  a  derelict  which  adventurers 
fought  for.  Witness  the  expeditions  of  Rosa, 
Long,  Toledo,  and  others.  At  last  they  gave  it 
away  to  an  American  gentleman  who  asked  for 
it — Mr.  Moses  Austin,  a  native  of  Connecticut,  a 
man  of  head  and  nerve,  and  who  was  the  founder 
of  Austin's  colony, and  who  went  from  Missouri. 
This  shows  what  little  value  Mexico  has  ever  set 
on  Texas,  and  how  easy  it  would  be  in  ua,  by 
the  mere  observance  of  civility  and  justice,  to  get 
it  back. 

Peace  and  separation  are  the  interest  of  Mex- 
ico, as  well  as  of  Texas;  and  of  that  Santa  Anna 
has  been  convinced  since  the  day  of  his  captivity. 
Peace  end  separation,  under  the  progress  of  events, 
and  the  mediation  of  great  Powers,  were  in  the 
progress  of  consummation,  when  this  doomed 
Administration,  with  its  wretched  schemes  and 
miserable  pretexts,  interfered  to  interrupt  the 
work  of  pacification,  and  to  appear  as  a  mischief- 
maker  where  others  were  officiating  as  peace- 
makers. It  ia  in  vain  to  deny  the  armistice '  It 
has  been  proclaimed,  and  acted  under  in  the  stay 
of  orow.    Not  a  gun  has  been  fired  since  it  was 


proclaimed;  not  a  hostile  foot  baa  since  trod  each 

other's  soil. 

If  commissioners  to  make  peace  have  not  met, 
who  can  say  they  would  not,  if  the  parties  are  let 
alone?  The  same  powerful  mediation  which  ob- 
tained the  armistice  might  also  obtain  the  appoint- 
ment of  commissioners,  and  the  establishment  of 
peace,  and  the  acknowledgment  of  independence. 
Who  can  say  otherwise?  And,  therefore,  the  mad 
interference  of  this  Administration  to  interrupt  the 
work  of  pacification  was  acrime  against  humanity, 
for  which  they  must  stand  arraigned  at  the  bar  of 
the  Christian  world. 

I  am  now,  what  I  have  been  for  five  and  twenty 
years,  in  favor  of  recovering  all  the  sacrificed  ter- 
ritory of  1819;  but  I  want  it  openly,  fairly,  and 
honestly.  I  disclaim  and  disaain  all  trick  and 
contrivance.  The  country  is  within  our  natural 
limits — geographically  appurtenant  to  our  coun- 
try, essential  to  our  political,  commercial,  and 
social  system,  necessary  to  our  well-being,  and 
detrimental  to  us  under  the  dominion  of  a  forei(;n 
Power.  It  was  ours  for  sixteen  years — from  1803, 
when  Mr.JcfTersnn  acquired  it, to  1819,wl;enMr. 
Monroe's  Cabinet  impiously  threw  it  away. 

Mr.  President,  a  paragraph  from  a  speech  of 
Mr.  Adams  has  been  rend  here — read  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  South  Carolina  immediately  on  my 
left — in  which  the  term  "  flimsy  "  is  applied  to  our 
oncient  claim  to  southwest  Louisiana.  Surely 
this  term  can  have  no  application  to  the  seventy 
thousand  square  miles  of  territory  between  the 
Red  river  and  Arkansas,  stretching  to  north  lati- 
tude ASP,  which  the  French  occupied  as  a  part 
of  Louisiana  from  the  year  1720;  and  which  our 
traders  were  occupying  under  licences  from  the 
superintendent  of  Indian  affairs,  at  St.  Louis, 
when  the  unnatural  surrender  of  1819  was  made. 
Surely  it  can  have  no  application  to  the  valley  of 
the  Upper  Red  river,  a  water  of  Mississippi,  sur- 
rendered by  that  treaty.  Surely  the  term  can  have 
no  application  to  the  eastern  parts  of  Texas,  so 
early  discovered,  and  settled  by  the  French,  and 
80  naturally  and  indissolubly  appurtenant  to  the 
valley  of  the  Mississippi.  Surely  it  can  have  no 
application  to  any  part  of  the  territory  thus  re- 
claimed by  Mr.  Adams,  in  his  letter  to  Don  Louis 
de  Onis,  of  October  31,  1818: 

"  The  riglit  orthi;  United  8uie>  to  tlie  river  MlailnippI, 
and  to  all  Uie  Traten  flowing  Into  It,  and  to  all  the  tPirlto- 
rlei  watered  by  Uiein,  remains  as  entire  and  nnshnken  by 
anything  now  adduced  by  you  u  by  anything  which  had 
ever  preceded  it  In  the  dlBcUHSIons  between  the  two  Gov- 
ernments. It  (the  right  of  the  United  Btnlcs)  is  estntiilshed 
beyond  the  power  ^r  further  controversy ;  nor  could  It 
answer  any  useful  purpose  torvproduce  proofs  whicti  have 
already  more  than  once  been  shown,  and  which,  rcniainirjc 
unimfHilred,  must  henceforth  be  considered  by  the  United 
States  as  not  susceptible  of  refutaUon." 

Surely  the  term  "flimsy"  could  not,  and  did 
not,  apply  to  any  part  of  the  territory,  our  title 
to  which  was  thus  peremptorily  asserted.  It 
could  not  apply  to  it,  and  thecontextof  the  quoted 
tpeech  shows  that  it  did  not;  but  to  that  part  only 
of  the  western  Texas  which  claimed  extension  to 
the  lower  Rio  Grande.  This  was  always  a  dis- 
puted pretension;  and  appeared  to  me  to  be  (ac- 
cording to  what  I  believe  ia  considered  fair  in 
diplomacy)  only  set  up  for  the  purpose  of  being 
surrendered,  to  save  something  else.  For  my 
part,  1  would  nut  accept  the  Rio  Grande,  neither 
in  whole  uor  in  part,  as  a  boundary  for  the  Uni- 
ted States,  if  oflered  to  us  as  9  gracious  present. 

TheSenatorfrom  New  Hampshire  [Mt.  Wood- 
burt]  seemed  to  find  in  the  resolution  of  Con- 
gress of  1806  somethingof  an  excuse  or  precedent 
for  the  sacrifices  of  1819;  but  it  is  all  a  mistake. 
That  resolution,  so  far  as  itopplied  to  our  south- 
western boundary,  was  consonant  to  the  great 
geographical  divisions  of  the  country— consonant 
to  our  rights  ond  interests— and  conformable  to 
whot  we  now  propose,  and  what  General  Jack- 
son proposed  in  1829.  That  resolution  author- 
ized Mr.  Jefferson  to  treat  upon  the  basis  of 
securing  to  the  United  States  all  the  country 
drained  by  the  waters  of  the  Mississippi,  leaving 
to  Spain  an  ample  barrier  on  the  side  of  Mexico. 
This  would  have  saved  us  all  the  valleys  of  the 
Red  river  and  Arkansas,  and  all  the  country  be- 
tween them,  and  it  would  have  placed  the  bound- 
ary in  some  of  the  vast  prairies,  j?r  along  some 
of  the  solitary  streams,  in  the  western  parts  of 
Texas.  This  was  the  resolution  of  1806;  and 
the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  can  find  in  it 
no  justification  of  the  parricidal  treaty  of  1819. 

Praise  of  Texas  is  now  the  order  of  the  day, 
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and  many  tongues  are  encomiastic  tii  her  favor 
wliich  were  formerly  quiet  and  still.  I  linve  no 
need  to  engage  in  that  vocation.  Recollections 
will  supply,  with  me,  llic  place  of  present  inven 
tion,and  present  me  as  the  friend  of  Texas  wlien 
she  had  but  few  friends,  and  they  as  disinterested 
as  myself.  In  1829,  when  General  Jackson  and 
Mr.  Van  Buren  were  endeavoring  to  recover  the 
country,  I  wrote  thus: 

"  It  is  usual  for  the  eypss  of  rcjirel  to  discover,  In  lost  ob- 
Jectf,  iK'auiies,  cliarn)t),'an(l  peri'ectiotis  which  w«re  never 
visihie  in  ihe  poMnii  of  poHscasinn  ;  Init  this  is  not  the  case 
with  Texas.  The  vision  of  her  auractious  is  not  the  post 
mortem  apparition— Is  not  a  n<'W  conception,  a  modern 
Invention,  of  date  posterior  to  tlie  treaty  of  1819.  They 
were  i^et^n  upon  the  Utm  view,  felt  In  the  first  approach, 
and  described  in  the  first  exclainntionn  of  the  lirr!t  civilized 
explorers  tliat  explored  her  soil.  '  A  rrioj-tdeliciou*  coun- 
try ;  fertile,  beutiitfuj  prairie,  covered  witli  grass  and  flow- 
ers ;  vajjt  mendowi:,  and  ino^t  delightful  cliain[>aign  coun- 
try ;  dry,  pure,  elastic  air;  springs  of  Kwcet  waten^ ;  clear 
hnd  rapid  streani.s ;  no  swamps;  abundance  of  bulfalo, 
hurries,  and  deer.*  Suoh  are  the  exclamations — such  itie 
testimony  of  the  companions  of  I,a  Pallc,  in  I6tO — such 
the  early  preiensionsofTexa-!  to  the  character  of  salubrity, 
as  well  as  of  l)eauty  and  fertility,  which  the  lapse  of  a  cen- 
tury and  a  half  has  confirmed  and  cciiabli»ahed.  'i'exa.^,  in 
tact, '  the  norili  of  Italy,'  •  the  sioutii  of  Fnmrc,'  of  North 
America  ;  and  made  8o  by  the  same  cauf«es  which  make 
northern  Italy  and  southern  France  tlie  paradise  of  Europe 
— the  proximity  of  mountain*  covered  witlisiiow  ;  elevated 
surface;  clean  shores;  iluc  intersperslon  of  hills  and  val- 
leys, of  woodland  and  prairie;  and  complete  opeiinesH  to 
llie  reception  of  the  sea  breexe.  The  snowy  mountains  lie 
In  the  north  WL'ftt;  ihehillsof  Santa  Saba  travur^ie  the  length 
.nf'l'exas,  parallel  to  Uic  course  of  Ked  river,  whose  waters 
they  turn  iVom  it  lotlieCuli ;  and  this  snow  trapped  mount- 
.  in  and  extended  ridge  of  hi[l>^,  approaehiric  nearer  to  the 
ven  than  any  otbei  high  lands  in  our  pari  o|  North  .\merica, 
with  a  complete  exemption  troni  swamiw,  give  to  thin  fa- 
vored region  that  peculiar  elasticity  of  atmosphere  and 
Kiluhrlty  of  climate  which  was  remarked  by  the  lirst  ex- 
plorers, and  is  experienced  by  the  latest  settlers." 

1  have  no  need  to  plead  the  cause  of  annexation 
now.  Idul  that  twenty-five  and  fifteen  years  ngo. 
La  Salle  and  ^Qniericanns  will  bear  me  that  testi- 
mony. In  those  papers  I  ^ave  reasons  (besides 
Ihe  political  and  conimcrcm!,  so  often  repealed) 
lor  the  recovery  of  the  sacrificed  territory  which 
the  modern  converts — tlie  Texan  neophytes — 
have  not  yet  reached.  1  gave  moral  reasons,  re- 
sulting from  the  transfer  of  a  large  nnd  fair  por- 
tion of  the  earth  from  the  dominion  of  a  republic, 
with  civil  and  religions  liberty  and  the  lights  of 
education,  to  a  despotism  where  every  right  of 
man  was  trampled  under  foot,  every  light  of  the 
mind  extinguished,  and  all  civil  and  religious 
liberty  annihilated.  These  were  moral  objections 
to  the  treaty  of  1819  which  the  present  partisans 
of  annexation  have  not  reached,  and  which  the 
Texan  revolution  has  superseded.  But  they  are 
good  and  valid  against  the  treaty  of  1819,  aiid 
tthould  never  be  omitted  in  any  reference  to  that 
execrable  act.  I  shall  publish  the  ninth  number 
of  La  Salle* — extracts  from  it — as  a  note  to  these 

•  La  SalUy  Xo.  9— Extracts. 

"  The  catalogue  ofol>jections  i"  that  part  of  the  treaty  of 
18l'J,  which  es^tabllslies  the  wmihwc-jiern  boundary  of  the 
United  Sutes,  long  and  heavy  as  It  has  been,  U  still  Imper- 
fect and  incomplete.  Ji  embraces  tlie  political  objections 
ulune,  to  whicli  the  moral  are  yet  to  be  added.  Formidable 
as  the  former  were,  the  latter  will  rival  and  excel  them. 
To  state  (hejte  mord  objection:"  Ik  the  object  of  this  paper; 
Imt  how  dilFerent  lluj  task  to  that  whicli  has  gone  before  1 
'i'hc  statement  of  the  political  objection.-*  required  nuttiing 
In  the  writer  but  an  accurate  knowledge  of  the  Nubjeci, 
uonic  metliod  of  arrangi'ment,and  a  reasonable  perspicuity 
of  Myle— an  adrlrcsa  to  the  head  alone.  Hut  the  painting 
nnd  exhibition  or  the  moral  ohjectloiis  addresses  Itself  both 
lo  Ihe  head  and  heart,  aiid  requires  the  philosophic  mind, 
tlic  !<ublimc  nnd  glowing  imagination  ot  Burke.  I  shrink 
from  tin;  tayk,ularniedai  Us  m.ignitude,  and  oppressed  with 
tin;  wcjghtof  conscloui.  inability  to  perform  it.  I  surrender 
nil  pretensions,  forbear  all  elVuri,  to  paint  the  hideous  por- 
traits; and  limit  ntyscif  to  the  unambitious  occupation  of 
drawing  the  outline  and  writing  the  liihels — of  gatJicringup 
und  placing  belbre  the  eyes  of  the  reader  '  the  marrowiess 
i:ke]eion<i  of  these  moral  defonnitles.* 

••  Firiii  ut  the  heiul  of  this  new  species  of  objections  }>hould 
lie  placed  the  immoral  nrtilice,  which  appeant  on  the  face 
of  the  trcaty,togivc  jurisdiction  to  the  treaty- making  power 
over  u  subject  which  dofs  not  belong  to  it,  which,  by  the 
t.'on^tUution  of  the  Kepublic,  belimgs  to  Ute  legislative  de- 
partmeiii."         •  ••»•*•* 

"  It  i.^t[M»  Well  known— tlie  intelligent  reader  will  hardly 
pardon  the  brief  recital— Hint  the  boundaries  between  the 
legislative  and  the  treaty -making  powers  of  our  Government 
have  never  been  settled,  and  lliat  there  are  many  polnU 
(unhappily  too  many)  at  which  each  nmy  inv.ade,  with  a 
iipecious  manifestr>  of  right  In  Its  hand,  the  actual  and  legit- 
imate province  of  the  oUicr.  'I'here  are  other  pointii,  how- 
ever, at  which  theae  lioundariea  arc  fixed,  and  at  which  tiie 
dividing  line  of  power  cannot  be  crossed  by  either,  without 
Incurring  the  guilt  and  odtnm  of  lawless  and  wanton  inva- 
sion. Of  these  points  of  limitation,  thus  vinible  and  well 
establislied,  (he  n»o>t  fixed  and  Immovable,  the  most  noio- 
rioui  and  Ineiniiroveriible,  niav  be  ast<um''d  to  he  the  right 
Of  jurlsdictlPti  iu  Uic  treaty  making'  power  over  Lbc  quej- 


rcmarks,  and  as  an  evidence  of  what  I  thought  of 
Texas  and  her  betrayers  years  ago,  always  re- 
membering that  Mr.  Adams  has  transferred  the 
blame  with  which  he  was  then  so  liberally  loaded 
from  his  shoulders  to  the  mnjority  of  Mr.  Mon- 
roe's Cabinet.  It  was  a  souilicrn  President  and 
a  southern  Cabinet  which  did  us  tiie  mischief 
which  we  are  now  in  a  fury  to  repair — mu.st  re- 
pair in  a  minute — now  or  never!  Let  the  South 
remember  this  when  seized  with  a  fury  ngainst 
northern  men.  The  dispatch  and  instructions  of 
Mr.  Van  Buren,  in  1829,  to  Mr.  Poinsett,  to  ne- 


gotiate for  the  recovtry  of  Texas,  will  stand  for- 
ever-as  the  rebuke  of  the  Cabinet  vote  which  gave 
lier  away. 

We  hear  much  of  t!ic  danger  of  disgusting 
Texiis,and  driving  her  in  to  tlie  arms  of  the  British. 
I,  who  know  the  Texans,  have  no  such  fears. 
Hut  those  who  have,  have  only  to  vote  for  this 
bill,  and  they  will  administer  an  effectual  remedy 
to  their  own  alarms.  The  terms  repulse,  reject, 
refuse,  spurn,  nnd  drive  awny,  will  then  have  no  i 
more  place  on  paper,  or  in  sound,  than  they  have 
in  reason.  Tcxa.s  will  still  be  solicited  to  come 
into  our  Union,  and  will  have  the  authentic  assur- 
ance of  a  cordial  reception  which  will  admit  of 
no  mistake. 


tlon  of  national  boundary ;  and  the  right  of  juriediction  in 
tlie  legislative  department  over  cefslnns  of  national  terri- 
tory. At  this  point  there  is  no  room  for  doubt  or  inquiry; 
for  a  question  and  an  answer  ;  for  the  nSRertion  or  sugges- 
tion of  two  opinlonii.  It  belongs  to  the  President  and  the 
Senate,  by  anncable  negotiation  witli  foreign  Powers,  to 
settle  and  adjust  (ttsputi'd  questions  ofootermtnous  huntid- 
ary — bona  Jldc  quettions  of  donttt  nnd  uncertainty,  where 
room  exists  i'lir  tlie  nmlntenance  of  two  opinions,  such  as 
the  question  ofthe  n<>rtheastern  boundary  between  tlie  do- 
minions of  the  United  States  nnd  the  Untish  King.  On  the 
olher  hand,  the  cession  of  national  territory  is  n  right  as 
clearly  belungin^  to  the  legislative  department,  and  is  ex- 
clutiively  vested  in  it  by  the  sjccond  section  ofthe  third  arti- 
cle of  the  Constitution,  which  gives  Coii;;ress  express 
power  *  to  dls[)oseof '  •■.••*  territory  or 
pother  roperly  belotiging  to  the  !?iilted  i^tatcs.* '»        «        • 

"  Douhih'ss  the  negotiator  of  the  Florida  treaty  In  1819, 
who  had  been  an  endias.sad>>r  in  1TD4,  hud  seen  ami 
rend  the  clause  in  the  Constitution  which  had  just  been 
quoted — the  clause  r^'lied  on  liy  .Mr.  Clay,  in  the  welhtxnown 
cpeeeli  and  resolutions  against  the  con»tiluiionaliiy  of  the 
treaty;  ami  equally  doulalci^s  ihat.to  nntlelpnte  and  avoid 
the  olijeetion  growing  out  of  iliiu  clause,  the  negotiator  had 
recourse  to  the  ostensible  name  of  a  settlement  of  limits. 
Such  Is  the  character  and  import  of  the  treaty.  Th;'  title 
displays  the  label  of  a*  selilcnitJUt  of  limit!- :' the  preamble 
fullovviJ  out,  etnbodie?,  and  amplifies  the  idea.  'To  des- 
ignate with  precision  the  limits  of  their  respective  border- 
ing territories  in  North  America,'  is  tiie  speejous  languiigi; 
which  cover*,  ilie  double  olFense  of  violating  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  sacrilicing  the  national  territory,  which  eiiabU's 
the  tieatj-maktng  power  to  Invade  the  legislative  depart 
ment,  and  saneiilies  the  surrender  of  two  hundred  thousand 
squaro  miles  ut  our  territory,  to  which  the  negotiator, 
three  tnonths  before,  hud  declared  the  title  of  the  United 
States  lo  be  entire,  unshaken,  and  not  su:^cepllble  of  refu- 
tation 1  Not  only  is  the  settlement  of  bi>u[idary  declared  to 
be  the  object,  but  terms  and  phrases  are  pelee'tcd,  and  cm- 
ployed  to  imply  a  nice  and  critical  adjuptment  of  a  tremu- 
lous and  conterminous  line.  '  I'o  designate' — that  Is,  to 
mark  out  what  already  exists — '  with  prcelsion' — i.  e.  vvltli 
a  nicety—'  limits'— i.  e.  the  outer  edges — '  bordering  terri- 
tories'— :.  e.  leiTitorics  which  touch  each  other.  Such  are 
the  phrases  which  uttestUie  ostensible  am]  declared  object: 
yet  ;vhat  Is  the  deed  that  is  done  under  ihr:se  phrases  ?  1. 
Texu?,  with  Its  ancient  boundary  of  the  Ulo  Grande  del 
Norte,  1^  given  away  1  2.  Kighty  thousaifd  square  miles  of 
territory  on  this  side  of  Texas  is  also  given  away !  'J.  The 
navigation  of  four  domestic  and  interior  rivers  Is  portioned 
out  lo  n  foreign  Power!  4.  The  boundary  ofthe  Ilto  del 
Norte,  nsiierteil  by  us  since  the  aequlsition  of  Louljiiaiia, 
is  given  up  I  5.  The  boundary  of  the  Colorado  of  the  bay 
of  St.  Hernard,  and  the  nxmntalns  which  separate  the  val- 
leys of  the  .Mississippi  and  tht^  Rio  del  Norte  as  solicited 
by  Don  Tizarro  at  Madrid  In  1818,  is  surrendered  I  6.  The 
boumlan,' of  the  Ued  river  of  Natchitoches,  as  sometimes 
claimed  by  the  .Spaniards,  Is  also  surrendered!  7.  A  new 
line,  never  innntinued  in  any  previous  di^cu^lon,  never  \ 
heard  ol'by  llie  public,  cutting  tlie  valh-y  of  iheMissusippi 
diagimally  through  thirteen  parallels  of  latitude,  and  sUieeti 
i<r  hmgitude— a  new  line  of  two  thousand  four  hundred 
miles  in  length,  every  inch  of  It  witliin  our  natural  and 
acknowledged  limits,  Is  e.stahlished !  8.  ii^ome  huttdred 
thousand  square  mile^  of  national  territory  are  ceded  to  a 
a  foreign  Power! 

''2.  It  transli'rred  two  hundred  tliousand  siiuare  miles 
from  a  republic  to  a  monarchy — from  t(ic  Hag  of  freedom  to 
the  scepter  of  deiKJiism — tVonisucharepublie  a«llie  United 
tftates  lo  such  a  king  as  I'erdinand  V'fl.  The  treaty  was 
made  with  that  king — the  country  was  ceded  to  hint — the 
population  upon  It,  nnd  tobeuj>on  It,  were  to  be  the  subjects 
of  hiscrown  ;  and, if  this  has  not  happened — if  the  territory 
and  the  people  are  not  under  the  odious  and  despicable 
tyranny  of  this  king— it  is  not  theetTect  of  any  merit  In  the 
treaty,  but  results  from  the  succeasful  termination  of  that 
revolution  which  it  was  the  avowed  object  of  the  treaty  to 
obstruct  and  prevent,  by  Interposing  a  '  desert'  to  impede 
the  march  oft/oops,  to  arrest  thuconununlcatioti  of  repub- 
lican ideaH,  to  titttrceiit  the  light  ol  liberty,  and  to  shut  out 
the  name  and  knowledge  of  tliese  free  States  from  the  whole 
vieeroyalty  of  .Mexico, 

**  J.  Kcligiuus  liberty  appears  next  lo  plead  tlie  cause  of 


I  now  ask  leave  to  bring  in  the  bill  of  which  I 

gave  noticp,  promising  that  it  is  n  bill  of  princi- 
y/«,  not  of  details — that  it  is  the  basis  for  treaties, 
in  negotiating  upon  which  the  President  may  have 
the  assurance  which  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives gave  to  Mr.  JcflVrson  in  relation  to  the  same 
Mubject  in  180G — thai,  in  whatever  he  does  in  con- 
formity to  iliese  bases,  he  will  have  the  approba- 
tion and  support  of  Congress. 

Mr.  B.  then  offered  his  bill,  as  follows: 
A  bill  to  provide  for  Uie  annexation  of  Texas  to  tbe  CntieJ 
States. 

Be  it  enactedj  ^-c.  That  the  President  of  thf  UftilM 
Slatefl  be,  and  he  hereby  Is,  aiithorized  and  advised  to  open 
negotiations  with  Mexico  and  Texas  for  the  adjustmeat  of 
houndarlcH  and  Ihe  annexation  of  tlic  lalier  lo  tJic  United 
Slates,  on  the  I'ollovving  bases  : 

1.  'i'hc  boundary  of  the  annexed  territory  in  tie  in  tlw 
desert  pniirie  west  ofthe  Nuece^,  and  along  the  liigbUmdi 
and  niouniain  heights  which  divide  the  waieni  ofthe  Mi«- 
itissippi  frrun  the  wateru'  of  ilie  Uto  del  Nurte,  ami  lo  laii- 
liide  t'oriy-lwo  degrees  north. 

2.  The  piMiple  of  Texas,  by  a  legiplative  art,  of  by  Mnf 
authentic  net  which  t-hows  the  will  of  the  majority,  tu  vx- 
press  their  assent  to  said  annexation. 

3.  A  State  to  l>e  called  "TAe  State  of  Teja*,"  wrtH 
boundaries  fixed  by  herself,  and  an  extent  not  exrprdu^ 
that  of  the  largest  folate  in  the  Union,  he  adinttteil  Into  ibe 
Unioti,  by  virtue  of  this  act,  on  an  equal  t'uoiins  witta  the 
original  States. 

4.  1'he  remainder  of  the  annexed  territory  to  be  bttd 

universal  toleration,  and  to  accuse,  at  the  bar  of  all  Cbrlstea- 
dom,  a  treaty  which  removed  so  large  and  ^u  fair  a  portina 
ofthe  earth  froni  the  liberal  indulgence  guaraulicd  by  our 
Con»iirution  lo  every  human  being  wlionl  It  prntecis — the 
liberty  to  worship  Ills  Creator  In  tl>e  manner  lie  |ilea.«es — 
and  pinci'd  it  under  a  dominion  which  iHrmlu  bvl  (hm 
lorm  ofthe  ('hristian  religion,  and  thaiundertlie  guvdia>- 
shipof  the  terrible  Inquisition. 

*' 4.  Science  follows  in  the  train  of  civil  and  reJI|fioaf 
liberty,  to  accuse  and  denounce  a  treaty  which  enlaf«rd 
the  bciutidarici  of  ienorancc  and  mental  darl^ne^s  persnnt- 
fied  in  the  Spanish  tiovcrnment  over  her  Aoiericin  colo- 
nies, (at  the  expense  of  Ihe  country  tvhicli,atM*ve  all  caiicn 
upon  eartli,  is  ilie  greatest  promoter  of  education  aDd!«*9m- 
Ing  annmg  the  people,)  and  by  which  an  imutuaise  re*iaa 
was  taken  from  the  dominion  of  light  ntid  tran^ferr**!  \n 
the  dominion  of  darkness.  Persons  un.'i  ' 
black  and  jealous  di-spotism  ofthe  Spin. 
.\m''ricaii  possessions,  will  hear  Willi  a-; 
b<M>k,  except  »f  religion,  ptinted  since  lli<- 1  r.i--i  in-  \n.>  > 
can  Uevolution,  would'be  admitted  into  ihe  SpAni-ti  ci4<»- 
nicB,  exci'pt  upon  a  special  licenst; — nor  then.  If  it  rnc- 
tained  one  word  favomble  to  the  rights  and  hb<.-riir«  of  ib« 
human  race.  Ignorance,  prot'nund  and  universal,  Iu  iIk 
body  ofthe  pooph^wasthe  aim  and  earrt.f  ih**  rnviil  Gov- 
crntncnt.    Kdueation  wasreserved  tor  t^i-  -     k^aad 

the  civil  and  religious  orders.     Ciintn*-'  wai 

»:pn-nd  hy  law,  nnd  perpetuated  by  the  ei  .■  m- 

ment,  over  the  minds  ofthe  multitude  ;  ;  .    ibe 

dominion,  to  extend   (he  circle.  |o  inec  r,  of 

tills  iiiedous  policy,  abhorred  of  Co<l  m.  iw» 

hundred  thousand  square  miles  of  terriii>i\  i.iN>  i-  ■(••ui  the 
r*-pnblican  flagnf  the  United  Btaten,  and  placed  beoeaik 
the  ln)n  scepter  of  Ferdinand  VII. 

":>,  The  inhabitants  of  Africa,  subjerii-i  ^ *"-  —  T'leir 

native  soil  hy  a  trattirat  which  buinauit  w:tc!i 

morality  qualifies  as  dialxdical — whleh  :  joce 

as  piratleal— have  a  right  lo  lift  llieir  i  ca- 

lions  against  this  treaty.    As  a  pan  of  :  ■  ur'. 

no  inhabitant  of  Africa  could  be  ear;:  _-•  to 

Texas  ;  as  a  part  of  the  dominion^*  of  lii-  n'^j;^  •■!  .-^pam, 
It  becomes  a  new  and  enlarged  theater  fur  Uie  perpetraiioa 
ofthe  African  slave  trade. 

*•  The  Mexican  revolution  has  prevr-- •  >  •' '-  -'-n^p- 
quence,  and  has  even  abolished  every  -  rv; 

but  the  negotiator  of  Ihe  treaty  of  Itijy  ■  .rfii 

for  this  abolition.  lie  could  not  foresee  ti...i .  . 
if  Buccessful,  would  abolish  slavery  ;  and  tti.    ■ 
was  rnmle  upon  the  idea  that  the  revolution  ^' 
lion,  and  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  oN  ■-•■ 
cess."        •        *        •         •         *'Two 
square  miles  of  territory,  on  which  iioii 
gated  hereditary  fc^lavery  known  in  the  I  i>.l.  .. 
have  existed,  wa*  given  up  to  Uie  slavery  «■; 
free  born  .\frican.      Nay,  more:  eighty  ihou 

miles  of  tills  4)uantiiy,  which  was  auerwnrds  i. 

Ihe  compromise  line,  andexein(Ued  from  •bivry,  were  ilitn 
surrendered  to  the  atrocities  ol  the  slave  tnulr  tiuppiy. 

**  6.  A  considerate  humanity  will  plaee  in  the  li>t  »t  inofal 
objections  to  this  treaty  the  deprnatinn  <if  the  near  aad 
tiahihriou!?  retreat  provided  by  Pntvidence  fftr  the  inh-jblt- 
ants  of  tlie  Lower  Missls:>ippi.  Fatal  nn'  ..--..  i^  ii  d-*- 
easesadnioni.-^h  the  people  of  the  South  "'■  ■*>- 

sity  of  withdrawing  lor  a  sr-ason  from  v  i'-'t 

e\i>o-ed  to  contagion  or  Infection,  or  to  L..-  ..-.,■.,.  ..--^u 
lion  of  local  causes. 

■'  Providence,  which  docs  nothing  lit  vnln — which  prr- 
initM  no  evil  without  providing  a  remedy — had  furnblwd  in 
the  Kaluhi'iou^  aimo.'-phere  and  proximate  ierriif>r>'  aod 
mountnimi  of  T4'xas  a  safe  and  ready  reircjit  to  the  pf*>ple 
ofthe  Delta  In  the  period  of  iheir  nuintoi.  O  t-  v.  r.  y^tt 
wisdom  and  pAtrioti^^l  (»f  Jefler^on.  ii:  '<  <■■:' 

li^03--1,  gave  them  a  Usn\  title  to  this  \<i  in:- 

age ;  the  treaty  «if   iSl'Jdeprived   ihem  -  ii 

right,  foundeil  in  the  wisdom  and  s«»od:i 
'J'lie  legal  right,  dependent  on  ihe  sovet. 
lost  nnd  gone — wantonly  ftacriticed — anu  .    - 

ered  by  wisdom,  by  pairnitism.  by  money,  wuh  ti»c  U,.  v 
of  time,  mid  the  concurrence  of  fortune- 

"7.  The  seventli  and  last  of  the  nu„A\  nU,, .  inn-  ■•  ■ 
treaty  will,  in  the  opinion  of  ni. 
either  of  the  others,  aud  be  equ::l 
head,  or  close  tiio  rear,  of  the  funii -, - 


ritories,  and  to  be  calleri  "the  Southtoexi  Territory." 

5.  TliecxiNtence  of  slavery  \a  be  forever  prohibited  In 
the  northern  and  nortiiweatern  part  of  Mid  I'erritory  so  as 
to  divide,  as  equaliy  as  may  be,  the  whoie  of  the  annexed 
country  iietweeii  fllaveholding  and  non~slavelinlding  Statea. 

6.  Tiio  asacnl  nf  Mexico  to  be  obtained  by  treaty  to  5uch 
annexation  and  iKiuiidary,  or  to  be  dispensed  with  when  the 
Congress  of  tlie  United  States  may  deem  such  assent  to  be 
unnecessary.  * 

7.  Other  details  of  the  annexation  to  be  adjusted  by  treaty 
•o  far  as  tile  same  may  come  witliin  the  scope  of  the  treaty- 
making  power. 

The  bill  was  then  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
■  reading;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  BENTON,  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

DEATH  or  UON.  A.  H.  RXAD. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House,  an- 
nouncing the  death  of  Hon.  Almon  H.  Read, 
late  a  Representative  from  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  that  resolutions  liad  been  adopted  tes- 
tifying the  respect  of  thRt  body  for  the  memory 
of  the  deceased,  and  asking  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate  therein;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  STURGEON.  Mr.  President,  the  mes- 
sage just  received  announces  to  us  that  death  has 
again  been  in  our  midst.  Whilst  we  have  been 
earnestly  engaged  in  the  vain  struggles  of  this 
mortal  life,  death  has  often,  since  the  commence- 

a  heavy  objectiqii.  Involving  a  direct  breach  of  the  positive 
commands  of  God,  and  presenting  an  open  offense  against 
tite  design  of  Prnviuence  and  the  social  order  of  the  civil- 
ized world."  •  •  •  •  "  God  gave  the  earth 
to  man,  with  a  positive  command  to  subdue  and  cultivate 
It,  repienijib  it,  and  multiply  upon  it.  He  gave  him  domin- 
ion over  the  beasu  of  the  forest,  the  fowls  of  the  air,  liie 
lisb  of  the  seas ;  over  tits  herb  and  the  grass,  and  tlie  creep- 
ing thing  that  comelil  upon  the  earth.  Whosoever,  then, 
uiidcrtakes  to  remove  any  portion  of  the  earth  from  under 
the  dnraininn  of  man,  and  to  perpetuate  upon  it  the  domin- 
ion of  the  beast,  violates  the  command  of  God,  frustrates 
His  divjne  intention,  and  sins  against  the  social  order  of 
the  universe.  This  terrible  denunciation  the  negotiators 
of  the  Florida  treaty  have  richly  and  conspicuously  earned. 
They  inndc  to  the  Spanish  ministers  the  proposition  of  es- 
laliliiihing  a  '  desert'  between  the  United  Stales  and  tiie 
frontiers  of  Mexico,  and  pressed  it  upon  them.  They  made 
the  propo,iltion  twice  in  conversation,  and  three  times  in 
writing,  lit  Madrid  ;  It  was  made  agalu  in  all  the  form  of  a 
drawu-up  article  at  Washington,  and  territory  gratuitously 
lilTered  within  the  limits  of  tlie  Uepublic,  to  eoinpose  lu 
entire  extent,  great  and  excessive  as  that  was."     *        * 

"  Impious  as  was  this  conception  of  a  desert— sinful  as 
it  was  against  God,  unnatural  as  It  was  towards  man,  hosUle 
as  it  was  to  republicaDlsm,  and  to  social  order,  it  was  not 
without  example  in  tlie  history  of  Brilisii  America,  in  ref- 
erence to  tlie  same  inagniflcent  and  imperial  valley,  and 
for  the  same  inonnrchical  purpose,  of  preventing  the  growth 
nnd  establishment  of  republican  States.  The  famous  Lord 
Nortti,  autJiorof  the  stomp  act  and  tea  tax,, and  architect, 
in  spite  of  liiniself,  of  tiiu  American  Revolution,  was  tJie 
uriiiie  conceiver,  and  first  projector,  of  a  desert  in  the  fair 
sbd  tmiti'ul  valley  of  the  West,  lie  brought  forward  his 
plan  in  lite  British  Farllament,  In  the  winter  of  1774-75. 
The  scheme  was  to  establish  a  desert  of  two  hundred  and 
til'ty  thou^nd  square  ni  Lies  on  the  eastern  slope  of  the  great 
valley,  covering  all  the  territory  now  comprised  In  the 
states  of  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois, 
nnd  a  paa  of  Alabama — his  object,  to  prevent  freemen, 
American  colonists,  from  planting  themselves  in  tills  beau- 
tiful ri!glon,  and  forniiiig  a  republic.  The  indignant  elo- 
quence of  Burke  denounced  this  Impious  conception — 
crushed  it  in  tiiesheil,and  delivered  up  its  author  to  an  Im 
uionality  of  reproach.  (I)  Bui  in  perpctiiaUng  tlie  scheme 
of  the  projector,  lie  also  perpetuated  Uie  memory  of  the 
project,  and  in  this  surrender  to  Spain,  we  have  an  imlin- 
lion  of  it. 


St.  Louis,  November  10,  iaS9. 


LA  SALLE. 


(1)  "  As  the  growing  population  of  the  colonies  Is  evi- 
dently one  cau^e  of  their  resistance,  it  was,  last  session, 
mentioned  in  both  Houses,  by  men  of  weight,  and  received 
uol  witlluut  applause,  Uiat,  in  order  to  check  this  evil,  it 
woultl  be  proper  for  Uie  Crown  to  make  no  further  grants 
of  laud.  But  what  would  be  the  elTi-ct  of  tills  measure; 
this  avarice  of  desolation  ;  this  hoarding  of  a  royal  wilder- 
ness.-' If  you  stopped  your  grants,  Uie  people  would  oc- 
cupy without  grants.  Tliey  iiave  already  so  occupied  In 
many  places.  You  cannot  station  garrisons  In  every  part 
of  Ulese  deserts.  If  you  drive  the  people  from  one  place, 
tbey  will  carry  on  their  annual  tillage,  and  remove  with  tlielr 
flocks  and  herds  to  another.  Many  of  the  people  in  tlie  back 
selilemenu  are  already  little  iiiached  to  panicular  sltua- 
atioiu.  Already  they  liave  lopped  the  Appalachian  mount- 
ains. From  tlieiice  they  behold  before  Uiem  an  ininiense 
plain — one  vast,  rich,  level  meadow ;  a  square  of  five  hun- 
dred miles.  Over  this  they  would  wander  without  a  pos- 
sibility o!  restmlnt ;  they  would  cliangc  their  manners,  with 
tlie  habits  of  their  life  ,  would  soon  forget  a  Government 
by  which  they  were  disowned;  would  become  lionles  of 
£ngllsli  Tartars  ;  and  pouring  down  upon  vour  unfortified 
fruutiers  n  fierce  and  irresistible  cavalry,  become  masters 
of  your  Unvcniors,  your  councilors,  your  collectors,  and 
coinplrollers,  and  allelic  followers  that  adhered  to  them. 
Such  would  be,  and  in  no  long  time  must  be,  the  effect  of 
atteinpling  to  forbid  as  a  crime,  nnd  to  suppress  as  an  evil, 
the  coiiiiiiand  and  blessing  of  Providence— '  Increase  and 
muUiply.'  Such  would  be  the  happy  result  which  an  en- 
deavor to  keep,  as  a  lair  lor  wild  iicasts,  that  eartti  which 
God,  by  an  express  charter,  has  given  to  the  children  of 
uien."— SiienA  on  the  retolutiotu  for  eoneUiation  irith  the 
ethnitM,  bank  98, 1.77S. 


selected  its  victims,  to  remind  us  that  we  are  but 
pilgrims  and  sojourners  on  the  earth  as  our  fathers 
were. 
.  Almok  H.  Read,  our  late  esteemed  associate 
and  friend,  is  no  more.  He  died  at  his  residence 
in  Montrose, Susquehanna  county,  Pennsylvania, 
surrounded  by  an  affectionate  family  aind  sympa- 
thizing friends,  who  did  all  that  human  kindness 
could  do  to  alleviate  the  sufferings  of  his  last  ill- 
ness, and  smooth  his  passage  through  the  dark 
valley  of  the  shadow  of  death. 

Mr.  Read  was  born  at  Sbelbume,  in  the  State 
of  Vermont,  on  the  12th  of  June,  1790.  He  re- 
ceived his  education  partly  in  the  University  at 
Burlington,  in  his  nauve  State, and  partly  at  Wil- 
liamstown  College,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts, 
and  was  a  good  classical  scholar.  In  1814  he  set- 
tled in  Montrose,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  resided 
to  the  day  of  his  death. 

My  acquaintance  commenced  with  Mr.  Read 
in  16^,  when  he  first  took  his  seat  in  the  Legis- 
lature of  Pennsylvania.  Our  friendship  continued 
uninterrupted  from  that  time  till  a  few  weeks  since, 
when  he  left  the  seat  of  Qovernment  for  his  home 
to  leave  bis  remains  among  those  who  knew  him 
best  and  loved  him'most.  Mr.  Read  was  elected 
to  the  popular  branch  of  the  Pennsylvania  Legis- 
lature five  successive  sessions.  Although  he  could 
not  be  called  the  originator  of  our  State  internal 
improvement  system,  yet  it  owed  much  of  its 
progress  to  completion  to  his  energy, activity, and 
perseverance.  In  1832  he  was  elei^ted  a  member 
of  the  State  Senate,  and  forfour  years  was  actively 
engaged  in  carrying  out  his  early  views  on  the 
subject  of  our  improvement  system.  In  1836  he 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  convention  to  ainend 
the  constitution  of  the  State;  and  here,  although 
on  a  new  theater,  and  having  new  objects  to  en- 
gage his  attention,  the  character  of  Mr.  Read  for 
tulents  lost  nothing  by  the  change.  He  appeared 
to  much  advantage,  when  coming  in  mental  col- 
lision with  the  talented  men  who  were  assembled 
together  on  that  occasion.  He  showed  himself 
intimately  acquainted  with  our  forms  of  govern- 
ment. He  was  bold  in  announcing  his  views,  and 
energetic  in  carrying  them  out.  The  various 
speeches  made  by  him  on  that  occasion  will  hand 
down  his  name  to  posterity  as  a  civilian  of  the 
first  order,  logical  in  debate,  and  energetic  in 
action.  A  short  time  after  the  dissolution  of  the 
convention,  he  was  elected  State  Treasurer,  in 
which  situation  he  served  one  year.  He  was  sub- 
sequently elected  twice  as  a  member  of  Congress. 
Here  his  talents  were  not  so  conspicuous,  nor 
could  they  be  properly  estimated,  because,  pre- 
vious to  his  taking  his  seat,  that  fell  destroyer,  so 
flattering  in  its  progress  to  the  subject  of  it,  yet 
holding  out  no  consoling  hopes  to  the  observant 
friends,  had  marked  him  for  its  victim.  He  died 
of  consumption,  on  the  3d  instant,  in  the  fifty- 
fourth  year  of  his  age. 

Mr.  Read  was  a  sincere  friend,  an  affectionate 
husband,  and  a  kind  and  tender  parent.  He  left 
no  wife  to  sorrow  over  his  grave — the  partner  of 
his  bosom  having  preceded  him  to  the  tomb  but 
a  few  short  months;  but  he  has  left  an  amiable 
and  interesting  family,  to  whom  the  bereavement 
must  be  peculiarly  poignant.  Let  his  example 
urge  them  on  to  imitate  his  course;  and  while  they 
lament  his  death,  they  lament  not  as  those  with- 
out hope.  He  died  as  he  had  lived,  "  an  honest 
man,  the  noblest  work  of  God." 

Mr.  S.  concluded  by  submitting  the  following 
resolutions: 

AesofvAl,  That  the  Senate  has  received,  with  deep  aenst. 
biUty,  the  cominunlcailon  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives announcing  the  death  of  Hon.  Alkon  H.  Read,  s 


KepresentnUve  In  Congress  from  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
kesotced,  That,  In  token  of  sincere  and  high  resjiect  for 
tlie  memory  of  the  deceased,  the  members  and  olncers  of 


tiif  Senate  will  wear  crape  on  the  lel^  arm  asmouiuiiigfor 
thirty  days. 

Raotcei,  That,  as  a  furtlier  mark  of  respect,  the  Senate 
do  now  a4]ourn. 

The  question  was  put,  nnd  the  resolutions  were 
unanimously  adopted;  and 
The  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

MoNOAT,  June  10,  1844. 

The  Journal  having  been  read, 

Mr.  WOODWARD,  by  general  consent  of  the 

House,  presented  a  preamble  and  resolutions 

adopted  at  a  meeting  of  citizens  of  the  I<aiicast«r 


tion  of  Texas;  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR,  of  New  York,  presented  the 
remonstrance  of  EUihu  Smith  and  seventy-six 
others,  of  Rensselaer  county.  New  York,  against 
the  annexation  of  Texas. 

BANKING  IN  THE  DISTRICT. 
Mr.  PRATT  asked  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
authorizing  a  system  of  banking  in  the  District  of 
Columbia;  which  was  objected  to,  and  not  re- 
ceived. 

CUMBERLAND  BOAD. 

Mr.  BROWN,'of  Indiana,  asked  leave  to  offer 
a  resolution  that  the  bill  of  the  Senate  makingap-  ' 
propriations  for  the  continuation  of  the  Cumber- 
land road  in  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Il- 
linois, be  made  the  special  order  of  the  day  for 
Wednesday  next. 

Objections  being  made, 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Indiana,  moved  a  suspension 
of  the  rules  to  enable  him  tojoffer  the  resolution. 

Mr  HARPER  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered;  and  the  question  being  taken, 
resulted — yeas  82,  nays  83. 

Mr.  ELLIS  moved  that  the  rules  be  suspended, 
for  the  purpose  of  going  into  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  Post  Office  bill;  but,  after  some 
conversation,  withdrew  the  motion. 

DKATH  OF  HON.  A.  H.  BBAD. 

Mr.  BIDLACK.  Mr.  Speaker,  in  pursuance 
of  the  request  of  the  delegation  from  Pennsylva- 
dia,  I  have  risen  for  the  purpose  of  announcing'^' 
the  mournful  intelligence  of  the  death  of  one  of 
our  colleagues.  Hon.  Almohd  H.  Read,  late  a 
member  of  this  House,  died  on  the  3d  of  the 
present  month,  at  Montrose,  the  place  of  his  res- 
idence, in  the  county  of  Susquehanna.  Mr. 
Read  was  fifty-three  years  of  age.  He  was  bom 
at  Shelburne,  in  the  State  of  Vermont;  he  was 
three  years  at  the  University  at  Burlington,  and 
subsequently  a  student  at  Williarastown  College, 
in  Massachusetts. 

In  the  year  1814  he  settled  at  Montrose,  in  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  where  be  became  a  re- 
respectable  member  of  the  bar.  In  1827  he  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  Pennsylvania  Legisla- 
ture, and  having  served  faithfully  five  years  in 
the  House  of  Represnntatives,  he  was  chosen  a 
member  of  the  Senate,  where  he  remained  four 
years.  Before  the  expiration  of  his  senatorial 
term,  he  was  elecjed  a  senatorial  delegate  to  the 
Slate  convention  to  amend  the  constitution.  In 
1840  he  was  elected  treasurer  of  the  State,  and 
was  Eubsetyiently  returned  to  fill  a  vacancy  as 
a  member  of  this  body  in  the  lost  Congress.  In 
all  these  numerous  and  varied  political  relations, 
he  acted  well  his  part,  and  "  there  iS[  the  honor 
lies."  He  was  possessed  of  a  strong,  vigorous, 
and  cultivated  intellect,  which  enabled  him  to  be 
a  distinguished  member  of  all  the- deliberative 
assemblies  with  which  he  wasamociated,  so  long 
as  the  health  of  his  body  permitted  the  free  and 
full  exercise  of  the  powers  of  his  energetic  mind. 

He  is  now  no  more !  In  the  circumstances  st- 
tending  this  painful  event  how  forcibly  are  we 
remimnd  of  the  uncertainty  of  all  human  calcu- 
lations! When  I  first  had  the  honor  of  taking  a 
seat  upon  this  floor  as  a  member,  it  was  in  com- 
pany with  my  friend  and  colleague,  the  imme- 
diate prrdccessor  of  Mr.  Read,  whose  death  we 
now  deplore.  That  gentleman  (Mr.  Dimock) 
was  then  in  the  enjoyment  of  health  and  all  the 
rainbow  prospects  of  buoyant  youth  and  brilliant 
expectations.  At  the  next  session  we  were  called 
to  the  solemn  ceremony  of  placing  him  upon  the 
long  list  of  those  whom  the  angel  of  death  selected 
for  his  victim  from  the  Pennsylvania  Represent- 
atives. He  served  to  swell  the  unexampled  num- 
ber that  made  Pennsylvania  a  chief  mourner,  and 
called  her  so  repeatedly  to  deplore  her  loss.  At 
the  commencement  of  the  nrps^nt  session,  Mr. 
Read,  although  he  was  in  a  feeble  stale  of  health, 
was  anxious,  as  he  always  had  been,  to  do  all  in 
his  power  for  the  faithful  discbarge  of  the  duties 
that  devolved  upon  him.  He  accordingly  re- 
paired to  this  city,  and  for  a  time  attended  the 
sessions  of  this  body.  It  was  soon  apparent, 
however,  both  to  himself,  his  physicians,  and  his 
friends,  that  neither  prudence  nor  duty  would 
sanction  any  further  eitbris  of  that  nature.  Find- 
ing himself  daily  growing  more  feeble,  and ,  as 
was  very  natural,  desiring,  under  such  circum- 
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slancea,  the  sooihing  cnrcs  nnd  attention  of  his 
own  fumily  nt  liis  own  fireside,  for  the  absence 
of  which  nothing  elae  could  compensate,  he  made 
use  of  his  little  remaining  strenffth  to  return  to 
his  home.  It  is  some  consolation  to  us  all  to 
learn  that  he  was  pi-rmiittd  to  arrive  there,  and  to 
breathe  his  last  wishes  and  Inst  hopes  in  the  pres- 
ence of  those  who  knew  him  best  and  loved  him 
most.  Who  does  not  admit  that  nothing  that  I 
can  say,  and  nothing  that  we  can  do,  will  assuage 
their  grief  or  dry  their  tears?  Let  their  tears 
flow  on;  1  would  not  stop  them  if  1  could;  they 
become  the  woman,  whilst  they  degrade  not,  but 
elevate  the  man;  and  they  alleviate  the  pent-up 
emotions  of  the  wounded  spirit.  If  there  be  aught 
in  this  cold  world  that  can  assist  the  cnn.solations 
of  religion  to  smooth  the  dying  pillow,  we  must 
all  look  for  it,  and  hope  for  it,  in  the  angel-like 
ministrations  and  attentions  of  those  who  are 
bound  to  us  by  the  lies  of  alVeclion  and  love. 

I  have  said  he  died  at  home.  Is  there  a  heart 
that  does  not  leap  at  the  nicnlion  of  home  ?  As 
we  are  now  soon  to  part,  may  1  noi  be  permitied 
to  take  this  occasion  towishyouall  a  i^afe  return; 
and  whatever  may  befall  us  tlirougli  life,  to  hope 
that  we,  when  called  to  die,  may  "  die  among  our 
kindred  and  friends,"  and  be  .surrounded  by  the 
exhibitions  of  their  regard  while  we  remain,  and 
of  their  remembrance  when  we  are  "one.  I  have 
been  pained  to  bear  it  said  that  all  the  honors 
paid  to  the  dead  arc  but  solemn  mockery.  Who 
does  not  feel  that  these  tokens  form  a  kind  o( 
frontier  between  this  world  and  the  next?  be- 
tween the  living  and  ihe  dead  ?  There  is  around 
them  an  eloquence  of  feeling  as  deep  and  strong 
us  the  sources  of  life  itself.  They  point  beyond 
the  dill  and  turmoil  of  this  existence  to  brighter 
and  purer  scenes  of  action  above  the  clouds  of 
life's  darkness,  and  out  of  llie  reach  of  the  influ- 
ence of  its  chilling  blasis  and  merciless  storms. 

There  is,  perhaps,  no  einolion  of  the  human 
heart  more  eiiiiohling  and  commendable,  and,  at 
the  same  time,  more  controlling,  than  that  which 
constrains  us  lo  desire  the  love  «nd  esteem  of 
those  who  are  a.ssociated  with  us  while  w«  live,, 
to  be  with  our  family  and  friends  when  we  die, 
and  to  have  an  assurance  that  our  memories  shall 
be  cherished  with  tokens  of  grateful  recollection 
when  we  ate  gone.  Oh !  who  could  endure  to 
(ire  without  friends;  or,  having  them,  to  die,  in 
the  expectation  of  being  forgotten  by  them.'  It 
was  the  influence  of  feelings  like  these,  under 
the  fear  of  being  to  "  dumb  forgetfulnessa  prey," 
that  induced  the  eXi:luination,  ""Plato,  thou  lea- 
Boiiest  Well." 

It  was  this  which,  even  under  the  ffeblc  rays 
of  nature's  light,  produced  that  "longing  after 
immortality"  which  was  "  brought  to  light  in  the 
{josix;!."         ' 

This  sentiment  should  be  encouraged,  not  for 
any  elfect  it  can  have  upcni  the  departed,  but  for 
Ibc  briieiit  of  the  living.  It  is,  in  some  measure, 
in  expectation  of  the  grateful  acknowledgment  of 
posterity,  that  the  true  philosopherand  statesman 
toils  ninid  diflicnities;  and  to  some  extent,  from 
the  same  motive,  the  true  hero  "dares  to  die  fur 
liis  country."  It  is  this  which  has  led  to  the 
erection  of  the  pyramid,  the*inausoleum,and  the 
monuini^nt,  aixi  which  causes  us  to  look  with  so 
much  emotion  upon  (he  tutnuluu  that  covers  the 
asiies  of  the  mighty  dead. 

Aside  from  the  hopes  in  which  we  may  indulge 
beyond  the  grave,  tlieri>  is  nothin;  but  the  enjoy- 
ment of  this  sentiment,  which  may  be  termed  the 
poetry  of  our  existence,  that  is  so  much  calcu- 
lated! to  render  existence  desirable.  It  is  the  en- 
couragement of  this  feeling  which  has  sanctioned 
the  custom,  in  pursuance  of  which  I  have  made 
this  jiublic  amiouneemeiitof  the  death  of  our  col- 
league, and  now  ask  the  adoption  of  the  following 
I'csidulioiis. 

He  concluded  by  offering  the  usual  resolutions 
of  condolence  ami  sympathy,  agreeing  to  wear 
crape  for  thirty  days,  and,  as  a  further  mark  of 
respect,  the  cessation  of  all  legislation  during  the 
day- 

I'hc  House  then  adjourned. 

The  followiug  petition!:,  presented  in  day.  were  litiiided 
tolll'*  re|iorlerd  liy  Itle  uieiiibeM  pre^eMtilli:  them  : 

Uy  .Vlr.  llOI'lviNS:  'i'Up  proeeedinf;^  ol'  n  ptihlie  meet- 
ing, held  jnthecouiily  orTnze\vcll,iii  the  Stale  ul'  Virginia, 
on  ll)e-2jihdav(triMuy,  18-14;  which  wereliiid  upon  thet.iblc. 

Uy  Mr.  MOltRlS,  urrL'nn.-iylvaniu:  fCi;;hl  pelitiniu  Innn 
citizens  or  Fhiloditlphia,  asking  an  extetniiuii  01'  tile  uuiu- 
raliziuiou  lawi  to  twcuiy-oae  ycari. 


IN  SENATE. 
TtJESD.\T,  June  11,  1844. 

Mr.  BATE-S  presented  additional  documents  in 
relation  to  the  claim  of  David  Ames;  which  were 
referred  lo  ihe  -ludiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  presented  three  several  pre- 
ambles and  resolutions  adopted  nt  public  meetings 
of  citizens  of  Beaufort  Bridge,  in  Barnwell  dis- 
trict, citizens  of  Sumpter  district,  and  of  citizens 
of  St.  John 's  Colleton,  in  South  Carolina,  in  favor/ 
of  the-  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United  Slatesy 
which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  1 

Mr.  MERRICK  presented  a  petition  from  WalJ 
ter  S.  Alexander,  of  Alexandria  county.  District 
of  Columbia,  praying  for  the  passage  of  a  bill 
clmnging  the  venue  for  the  trial  of  the  validity  of 
a  certain  will;  which  was  referred  lotheCummit- 
ttee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  [iresented  two  memorials  from 
citizens  of  Troy,  New  York,  condemning  the 
conduct  of  the  Judiciary  Commiitee  of  ihe  .Senate 
in  reporting  aineiidinenis  lo  the  bill  of  ihe  Hou-se 
of  Representatives,  fi.xing  the  same  day  ihrough- 
nut  llie  United  Stales  for  the  (dection  of  electors 
of  PiAidcnt  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
Slates,  and  praying  the  Senate  tn  pass  the  bill  as 
it  came  frinn  the  House,  and  thus  to  make  its  pro- 
visions applicable  to  tlieapproaching  presidential 
election;  .which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table, 
the  bill  being  now  before  Ihe  Senate. 

Mr.  PEARCE  presented  a  memorial  from  sun- 
dry ship  owners  and  masters  of  the  port  of  Bal- 
timore, praying  Congress  to  direct  the  institution 
of  experiments  wiih  ilie  oxyhydrogen  lime  light, 
popularly  called  the  Druminond  light,  wilh  the 
view  to  IIS  use  in  the  light-houses  of  the  United 
States  as  chenjier  and  better  than  oil  or  gas;  which 
was  referre-d  to  ihe  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  CHOATE  presented  a  petition  from  D. 
M.  Evans,  of  New  York,  praying  that  the  pen- 
sion which  he  formerly  had  may  be  continued  lo 
him;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commitlee  on 
Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  said  it  would  be  recollected, 
thai  some  few  days  since,  he  presented  a  memo- 
rial from  Zanesville,  Ohio,  in  favor  of  tin-  ralifi- 
cnlion  of  the  treaty  for  the  anne.xnlion  of  Texas 
to  the  United  States.  He  slated,  when  present- 
ing the  petition,  that  he  supposed  the  public  hud 
been  impo.sed  ii|>on  as  to  the  fact,  that  if  ihe  treaty 
was  not  ratified,  the  British  Government  would 
get  possession  of  Titxas — that  it  was  a  fruudelent 
imposition  upon  the  public  mind.  He  iiqw  pre- 
.seiited  three  jmemorials  from  the  inhabitants  of 
the  same  place,  remonstrating  against  the  ratifi- 
cation of  that  treaty,  which,  he  was  understood 
to  remark,  .sustained  the  position  that  he  then 
assumed,  that  a  fraud  had  been  atlein[iled  on  the 
public  mind.  The  pelilious  represent  that  a  very 
large  majority  of  the  people  there  nre  opposed  to 
the  treaty. 

The-  memorials  were  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BUCHAN.ilN  presented  n  memorial,  nu- 
merously signed,  from  citizens  of  Pennsylvania, 
urging,  in  sirong  terms,  that  the  Senate  ratify  the 
treaty  for  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United 
Slates;  and,  if  they  should  not  do  it,  that  both 
Houses  of  Congress  admit  Texas  as  a  Territory 
of  ihe  United  States;  which  was  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

Also,  tv/o  memorials  from  citizens  of  Ihe  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania,  residents  of  PhiUi- 
delphia  county  and  city,  asking  that  the  natural- 
ization laws  be  so  amended  as  lo  require  of 
foreigners  n  residence  of  twenty-one  years  in  the 
country  previous  to  the  privilege  of  voting  being 
conferred,  and  that  such  privileges  should  be 
granted  under  more  solemn  sanctions  than  arc  at 
present  required ;  which  were  referred  lo  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary.  • 

Mr.  ARCHER  presented  eleven  memoriols, 
numerously  signed  by  citizens  of  the  city  and 
county  of  Philadelphia,  of  the  same  character, 
requiiing  a  residence  of  twenty-one  years  of  for- 
eigners before  conferring  on  them  the  privilege  of 
voting. 

Mr.  A.  said,  before  moving  the  reference  of 
these  memorials,  he  deemed  it  necessary  to  advert 
10  some  remarks  made  a  few  days  agp  by  the  hoti- 
ornble  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Bucu- 
A.NA.-j,]  ill  which  he  expressed  the  wish  that  the 
Judiciary  Committee  would  take  action  on  the 
mcmoriixls  upon  this  subject  this  session  of  Con- 


fress;  from  which  remarks  it  might  be  supposed 
y  the  nation  that  action  would  or  could  oe  bad 
on  them  this  .session  It  was  proper  that  the  me- 
morialists should  know  that  the  time  was  too  short 
before  the  nttjournment  lo  admit  of  Ihe  possibility 
of  decided  action  by  the  Judiciary  Committee  upon 
iheirmemorials.  He  did  not,  therefore,  concur 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania 
that  that  committee  should  act  upon  so  important 
a  subject  in  so  short  a  time;  and  he  would  uk« 
that  opportunity  to  say  that,  when  an  occasion 
proper  should  arise,  if  no  one  in  that  body  more 
competent  to  the  task  slnnild  move  in  the  matter, 
he  would  put  himself  forward  to  make  the  motioa 
necessary  to  .secnre  the  object  of  the  petioners. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.  Do  I  understand  the  Sen- 
ator from  Virginia  to  say  that  the  Commillci?  on 
the  Judiciary  would  nut  act  upon  the  memorials 
this  session.' 

Mr.  ARCHER  cotild  ntt  epenk  for  that  eom- 
i  miltee,  but  expressed  the  opinion  that,  from  the 
shortness  of  time,  it  would  be  impossible  for  thai 
committee  lo  act  ihis  session. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  remarked  that  he  had  urged 
action  upon  the  memorials  aflhc  instance  of  the 
memorialists.  He  had  received  several  Icttersurg- 
ing  him  to  endeavor  to  procure  action  upon  the 
subject  this  session. 

Mr.  ARCHER  said  it  was  not  that  he  was  ad- 
verse to  action  on  the  memorials  this  session,  if 
It  could  be  iiad,  which  had  induced  him  to  moke 
the  remark;  but  he  wished  it  to  go  abroad,  with- 
out presuming  to  indicate  it  as  the  excuse  of  the 
committee,  that  the  time  was  too  short  to  decide 
upon  a  question  of  such  magnitude-  this  session. 
If  the  committee  should  find  lime,  he  presumed 
the  subject  would  be  attended  to.    If  not,  the  rea- 
son should  be  known.    It  was  not  now  necessary 
to  show  that  there  was  no  indifference  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate  lo  the  subject  of  the  memorials. 
Mr.  BERRIEN  said  lie  had  listened  to  the  sug- 
i  gcstions  of  the  Senator  from   Pennsylvania  the 
I  other  day  on  this  question,  of  Ihe  action  of  the 
Commitlee  on  the  Judiciary,  in  silence,  because  he 
I  thought  it  did  not  become  him  to  aniicipate  the 
I  views  or  desire  of  n  commiitee  of  which  he  was 
j  a  member;  but,  at  ihe  same  time,  under  the  eon- 
I  vitiion  which  lie  ihoiighl  actuated  every  individ- 
!  ual  who  had  heard  the  remarks  of  that  Senator 
I  in  relation  to  action  on  a  question  of  this  magni- 
tude lliis  session.     There  could  hardly  be  found, 
during  this  part  of  the  session  of  Congress,  any 
committee  of  *his  body  to  bcsiow  the  necessary 
attention  upon  this  subject.  Here  was  a  question 
of  the  greatest  importance,  and  so  considered  ever  ' 
since  the  foundation  of  ihe  Government,  which 
had  recently  been  productive  of  great  cxcilemeot, 
the  result  of  which  was  very  deeply  to  be  de- 
plored.    Ill  this  state  of  agitation  of  the  public 
mind,  the  memorialists  had  presented  theirpr^yer, 
nt  a  very  late  period  of  the  session  of  Congrt»»; 
and  ihe  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  were  called 
upon  to  make  a  report.    These  meniorialixta,  of 
course,  desire  their  prayer  to  bo  granted.     If  the 
commitlee  were  to  act'  now,  tlicy  would  either 
have  to  condeinn  the  prayer,  or  suggfst  some  rule 
of  nctiiui  upon  the  subject.   The  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee had  a  variety  of  matter  before  them  now, 
which  ciigagid  and  occupied  their  attention.    He 
had  not  yet"  had  an  opportunity  of  ascertaining 
what  ihe  opinion  of  the  committee  was  in  rela- 
tion to  the  course  which  ought   to  be  pursued  in 
relation  to  these  memori.ils;  and,  until  that  was 
done,  he  did  notconsider  himself  at  libcrlyto  say 
j  what  that  course  would  be.  He  had  reason,  ihere- 
I  fore,  to  hope  that,  in  coiL-^equencc  of  the  ui-gor.cy 
that  had   been  expressed  by  the  Senantor  from 
j  Pennsylvania,  ibis  subject  would  gain  the  atlcn- 
!  lion  of  the  committee;  but  at  the  same  time,  to 
I  express  the  opinion  that  it  was  too  late  in  the 
j  session  for  the  agitation  of  so  important  a  quet- 
]  tion,and  too  late  to authorizi?  the nntici()otion  that 
i  it  would  receive  the  deliberate  action  of  the  com- 
Piniltee. 

Mr.  ALLEN.  I  wish  to  make  a  remark  or  two 
on  the  subject  of  these  memorials,  other  Senators 
having  done  so. 

The  PRESIDENT  suggested  flint  there  was  no 
question  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  ALLEN.  There  is  no  question  /arvullj 
before  the  Senate;  but  other  Senators  have  pro- 
ceeded i7i/onno(/y  to  express  their  opinions  as  to 
the  object  of  the  memnrialiis,  and  the  propriety  of 
tlie  Judiciary  Committee  reporting  upontbesub- 
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jeet  at  the  present  session.  I  desire,  therefore, 
with  the  permission  of  the  Senate,  to  express, 
very  briefly,  my  opinion.  The  Senator  from  Vir- 
{(inia,  [Mr.  Archer,]  if  I  understood  him  aright, 
declared  that  he  agreed  with  the  memorialista; 
that  the  laws  ou^ht  to  be  so  altered  as  to  require 
all  native-born  citizens  of  other  countries,  who 
come  to  reside  among  us,  to  remain  disfranchised 
for  tuimty-one  years  before  they  are  allowed  to  be 
noturalized;  and  that,  if  no  other  Senator  did  so, 
he  would,  at  tlio  next  session,  introduce  a  bill  for 
that  purpose. 

Mr.  ARCHER.    Certainly,  certainly. 

Mr.  ALX.EN.  Well,  sir,  I  stand  here  utterly 
opposed  to  any  such  change  of  the  laws  to  the  pre- 
judice of  these  people. 

Mr.BUCHANAN.  That  is  right;  thatisright. 

Mr.  ALLEN,  l^hall  oppose  it,  riot  only  on 
the  general  ground  of  its  manifest  injustice  and 
inhumanity  towards  these  people,  but  also  because 
nothiug  could  tend  more  to  exasperate  the  feelings 
of  men,  and  to  disturb  that  harmony  which  it  is 
■o  desirable  should  subsist  between  all  parts  of 
our  ponulution.  I  can  conceive  of  nothing  n\ore 
certainly  calculated  to  excite  hostility  to  our  insti- 
tutions, in  the  very  bosom  of  our  country,  than  a 
measure  which  proposes  to  exclude  from  the  ben- 
efits and  rights  of  citizenship  thousands  of  honest, 
industrious, and  upright  men,  who  have  quit  their 
native  land,  because  of  the  oppression  which  they 
there  suflVrcd,and  sought  freedom  under  our  flag, 
which  they  are  ever  ready  to  defend.  When  such 
a  measure  shall  be  presented,  I  shall  resist  its 
adoption  to  the  uttermost  of  my  power. 

Mr.-EVANS  presented  a  similar  memorial  from 
citizens  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia, 
for  an  extension  to  twenty-one  years  of  the  period 
for  naturalization;  which  was  referred  to  toe  Ju- 
diciary Committee. 

Also,  memorials  from  citizens  of  Prospect, 
Camden,  Bucks[>ort,  Belfast,  and  Frankfort, 
Maine,  remonstrating  against  the  passage  of  the 
bill  from  the  House  erecting  a  new  collection  dis- 
trict on  the  Penobscot  river;  which  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  MERRICK  presented  a  memorial  from 
the  Bank'of  the  Metropolis,  in  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, praying  that  provision  may  be  made  for 
the  adjustment  of  their  claim  against  the  Post 
Oflice  Department;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDQE  presented  a  memorial 
from  citizens  of  Yiiailunli,  Michigan,  against  the 
ratification  of  the  Texas  treaty,  and  any  plan  for 
the  annexation  of  that  government  to  the  United 
States,  believing  that  such  an  act  would  involve 
this  country  in  a  war,  which  would  be  disastrous 
to  its  commerce,  and  would  hazard  the  stability 
of  the  Union.  And  a  «limilar  remonstrance  from 
Monroe,  Michigan;  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  RIVES  presented  a  petition  from  citizens 
of  Nelson  county ,  Virginia,  remonstrating  against 
any  change  in  the  existing  tariff;  which  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Also,  a  petition  from  citizens  of  Pennsylvania, 
praying  thatthe  naturalization  laws  may  be  altered 
so  as  to  extend  the  probationary  period  to  twen- 
ty-one years;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  BENTON  presented  a  petition  from  cer- 
tain residents  of  the  county  of  Scott,  Missouri, 
asking  a  preemption  right  to  certain  tracts  of 
land;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

Mr.  BENTON  presented  n  memorial  from  cit- 
izens of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia  in 
favor  of  extending  the  probation  of  foreigners  to 
twenty-one  years  before  naturalization. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  was  opposed  to  the  prayer  of 
the  memorial;  and  adopted  the  remarks  of  the 
Senator  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Allen]  this  morning, 
on  this  subject.  He  concurred  fully  with  tliosc 
rcmnrjcs. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  presented  a  memorial  adopted 
nt  a  public  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Bond  county, 
Illinois,  on  the  subject  of  the  termination  of  the 
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Cumberland  road  on  the  Mississippi  river;  which 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

NOTICES  OF  BILLS. 

Mr.  ARCHER  gave  notice  that  he  would.'to- 
morrow,  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  carry  into 
effect  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and 
Portugal  and  the  Netherlands. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  said  it  would  be  seen,  from 
the  proceedings  of  the  other  House,  that  the  bill 
which  had  passed  the  Senate  for  the  recharter  of 
the  banks  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  had  been 
finally  disposed  of.  Looking>  to  that  fact  alone, 
and  without  the  suggestion  of  any  human  being 
in  the  District,  he  felt  it  to  be  his  solemn  duty, 
as  a  member  exercising  the  power  of  legislation 
over  this  District,  to  use  his  exertions  to  save  the 
people  from  the  terrible  calamity  which  would 
result  from  the  sudden  withdrawal  of  the  banking 
privileges  which  they  had  been  exercising. 

Perhaps  there  was  no  man  in  the  United  States 
more  deeply  impressed  with  the  importance  of 
the  great  reform  which  was  now  in  progress  in 
the  systems  of  currency  which  prevailed  in  Eng- 
land and  the  United  States — in  one  for  centuries, 
and  in  the  other  for  more  than  half  a  century. 

He  was  a  thorough  convert  to  the  principles 
recently  avowed  by  Sir  Robert  Peel;  and  he  took 
occasion  to  say  now,  as  he  had  said  or  intimated 
fifteen  years  ago,  tliatit  would  have  been  a  bless- 
ing to  mankind  if  the  invention  of  bank  circula- 
tion had  never  been  made;  but  they  cannot  close 
their  eyes  to  the  fact  that  they  were  standing  in 
the  midst  of  a  stale  of  things  which  it  would  be 
desolation  to  destroy.  No  man  could  see  the 
present  condition  of  the  United  States  without 
seeing  that  a  paper  currency,  to  some  extent ,  must 
be  maintained  for  a  certain  time ;  and  that  a  sudden 
withdrawal  of  that  currency  would  be  one  of  the 
greatest  calamities  that  could  be  inflicted  upon  the 
community. 

What  was  the  condition  of  this  District?  They 
have  a  large  bank  circulation,  and  several  banks, 
with  privifeges  extended  to  them  by  this  Govern- 
ment. The  people  of  the  District  were  especially 
committed  to  the  charge  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment. Congress  was  their  guardian.  What 
would  be  the  result  of  a  sudden  withdrawal  of  the 
banking  privileges  which  they  now  enjoy?  It 
would  be  utter  prostration.  It  would  be  placing 
the  people  in  an  exhausting  receiver — tnkingaway 
the  air  they  breathe,  although  it  might  not  be 
very  pure.  Ho  trusted,  therefore,  that  the  Senate 
would  concur  with  him  in  adopting  a  temporary 
measure  for  their  relief— that  of  extending  their 
charter  one  year,  to  avoid  the  calamity  which 
would  result  from  a  sudden  withdrawal. 

He  therefore  gave  notice  that,  on  to-morrow, 
he  would  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  extend 
the  charter  of  the  banks  of  the  District  one  year. 
REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  MERRICK,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Coluniibia,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Waller  S.  Alexander;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  a  second  reading;  and,  on  his  motion, 
the  bill  was  taken  up,  considered  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  and  after  a  few  remarks  by 
Mr.  WOODBURY  against  legislating  in  special 
cases  of  this  character,  and  by  Mr.  MERRICK, 
showing  that  a  fair  trial  could  not  be  had  in  the 
county  of  Alexandria,  the  bill  was  reported  to  the 
Senate,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BAYARD,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affiiirs,  one  thousand  conies  were 
ordered  to  be  printed  of  the  report  of  Professor 
R.  Johnson  of  a  series  of  experiments  made  by 
him,  during  twenty-one  years  past,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Navy  Department,  to  test  the 
character  and  qualities  of  aifferent  coals  of  this 
country,  and  of  those  imported  from  Europe. 

Mr.  B.,  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  had  been  committed  the  amendments  of 
the  House  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to 
the  House  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widows  of 
officers  and  seamen  who  were  ton  on  board' the 
schooner  Grampus,  recommended  that  the  Senate 


concur  in  the  nmendmcts  of  the  House.  [The 
amendments  of  the  House  strike  out  the  thirdt 
fourth,  and  sixth  sections  of  the  bill,  which  pro- 
vided for  the  case  of  the  Missouri,  the  Joha 
Adams,  and  the  Peacock.] 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  the  amend" 
ments  of  the  House  were  concarred  in. 

Mr.  BERRIEN,  from  the  Committee  on  th« 
Judiciary,  reported  back,  without  amendment, 
and  with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass,  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  William  P.  Duval. 

Mr.  EVANS,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen* 
■ions,  made  adverse  reports  (which  were  ordered 
to  be  printed)  on  the  following  bills  from  the 
House: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  A.  W.  Bodley; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  U rial)  Loomis; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sherman  Pierce;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Susannah  Warner,  widow 
of  Lieutenant  William  Read. 

Mr.  WRlGHT.from  the  Committee  on  Claim*. 
reported  back,  without  amendment,  and  with  a 
recommendation  that  they  do  pass,  House  bill* 
of  the  following  titles: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  C.  P.  Sengatack; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Josiah  Dillon,  late  **• 
sistant  quartermaster  in  the  Army;  and 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Margaret  Dougherty. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MERRICK,  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  was  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  petition  of 
S.  S.  Bishop,  late  postmaster  at  Tuicumbia,  Al- 
abama, praying  remuneration  for  losses  sustained 
by  him  in  consequence  of  a  change  of  his  duties; 
and  from  the  petition  of  Thomas  Herrick,  pray- 
ing  compensation  for  carrying  the  mail. 

Mr.  M.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
back,  withoutamendment,  and  with  a  recommend- 
ation that  it  be  indefinitely  postponed,  the  joint 
resolution  from  the  House  for  the  benefit  of  Salt- 
marsh  &  Fuller. 

Mr.  M.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
back  the  joint  resolution  from  the  House  for  the 
benefit  of  W  illiam  Fuller,  iKCompanied  by  a  re- 
port, concluding  with  a  recommendation  that  the 
resolution  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WOODBRIOGE,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  to  which  the  subject  was  referred« 
reported  the  following  resolution;  which,  after  a 
few  remarks  by  Mr.  HAYWOOD  against  it,  and 
Mr.  WOODBIllDOE  in  its  favor,  was  adopted: 

Retolvci,  'I'bat  tlie  report  of  the  f eoloflral  eiploraUoa 
of  a  part  of  Idwn,  Wisconsin,  ond  llUnol*,  nade  snder 
Instnictloni  of  the  Secrrur;  of  the  Trnuiy  of  tin  ITiUtol 
Suites,  In  the  autumn  of  the  year  1839,  by  David  Dale  Owen, 
M.  D.,  principal  nzent  tu  explore  the  mineral  lands  of  the 
United  Suites,  and  eoniinunlcated  lo  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives hy  the  President  of  the  United  Sialea  on  oraboat 
the  4th  day  or  J  uv,  1 640,  tofieUier  with  the  maps  and  lUiw- 
traUons  accompanying  the  sauie,  l>e  printed  lor  the  use  ot 
the  Senate :  Pnvidrd,  That,  of  Uie  same  report,  with  said 
maps  And  iilustratloDs,  there  be  printed  an  addlilqpal  num- 
ber of  five  hondred  copies  for  the  use  of  the  ticneral  I<aDd 
Oflice,  and  one  thousand  additional  copies  for  the  uao  tt 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  WHITE,  from  the  Conimittee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  reported  b«ck,«without  amendment,  the 
House  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry  S.  Comroager. 

Also  reported  back,  with  an  amendment,  the 
bill  from  the  House  explanatory  of  the  treaty  made 
with  the  Chippewa  Indiana  at  Saginaw,  the  S3d 
of  January,  1838. 

Also  reported  back,  without  atnendment,  and 
with  a  recommendation  that  it  be  laid  on  the  table, 
the  House  bill  to  prevent  trespass  on  Indian 
lands. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  bill  was  laid 
upon  the  table. 

Also,  on  his  motion,  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs  was  discharged  from  the  further  consider- 
ation of  the  documents  relating  to  the  claim  of 
Herman  Grigg  and  Josioli  Higgins,  for  payment 
for  property  stolen  by  the  Osage  Indians  in  1813; 
and  •from  the  memorial  of  the  heirs  of  Dayid 
Breariy,  late  agent  for  the  removal  <jf  the  Chero- 
kee Indians,  for  extra  compensation  for  said  ser- 
vice. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HAYWOOD,  the  Commit- 
tee  ou  Claims  was  discharged  from  the  further 


»0 


gle 


prnyin?  llu>  pnymi'iit  of  n  baliince  uilc  luin  for  Ins 
servicee  as  nrrliiioct  and  suporiiilLMiilcnt  of  Ihc 
building  of  the  Nijw  Vorlt  ciisiom  honsc. 

Mr.  HATES,  from  llic  Ccininiittcc  on  Pensions, 
reporled  back,  wiiiiont  nmendmcnl,  and  with  a 
recomfticndaMon  that  they  do  pass^the  bills  from 
the  House  for  the  iilicf  of  Marcay  Olds,  and  for 
the  relief  of  Daniel  W.  Cluirch. 

Also,  from  the  same  comnniilon,  made  adverse 
reports  (which  were  ordereil  to  be  printed)  on  the 
petition  of  Eliznbctli  Smith  for  a  pension,  and  the 
petition  of  Anne  HoiiRtoii  for  nrrears  of  pension. 

Also,  reported  baek,  with  a  recommendation 
that  they  be  indefinitely  poslpOMcd,the  following 
House  bills: 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Kranklin  P.  Ambler, 
Charles  P.  Ambler,  and  Elizalieth  Pearce,  the 
surviving  children  of  Elizabeth  Rowe; 

The  act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Hutler,  of  Vir- 
ginia; 

The  act  granting  a  pension  to  Susannah  Scott, 
the  widow  of  William  Scott; 

The  act  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  Parker;  and 

The  act  for  the  relief  of  Mary  \i.  Perry  and 
others. 

Also,  reported,  from  the  same  committee, a  joint 
resolution  explanatory  of  the  "Act  makingappro- 
priation  for  the  payment  of  revolutionary  and 
ulJier  pensioners  of  the  United  States  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  the  30tli  June,  18'!5,"so  that  the 
npplicationa  for  pensions  filed  in  the  Pension 
Onicc  previous  to  the  passage  of  that  act  shall  not 
be  subject  to  iis  provisions. 

Mr.  ATHERTON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Pensions, re])orted  hack,  wilhontamendment.and 
with  a  recommendation  that  it  be  indefinitely  post- 
poned, the  bill  from  the  House  for  the  relief  of 
Francis  Sorameraner. 

Also,  reporled  back,  without  amendment,  and 
with  a  recommendation  that  they  do  pass,  the 
House  bills  of  the  following  titles: 

An  net  granting  a  pension  to  ButhiaHealy.the 
widow  of  George  Healy,  decea.sed; 

An  net  for  the  relief  of  Alice  Usher;  and 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  As:i  Davis. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ATHERTON,  the  Commit- 
tee on  Pensions  was  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  petition  of  Martha  Emmel 
and  others,  widows  of  revolutionary  soldiers, 
praying  to  be  allowed  pensions  for  life. 

Mr.  A.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
adverse  reports  on  the  petitions  of  Nancy  Smith, 
vidow  of  Charles  Smith,  a  soldier  in  the  United 
States  Army,  for  a  pension;  and  the  petition  of  the 
widow  of  Nathan  lilood,  a  soldier  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, for  a  pension. 

Mr.JARNAGIN,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
lions,  reported  back,  without  amendment,  and 
with  a  rccornmendnlion  that  it  be  indefinitely 
postponed,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Clapp 
and  Betsy  Clapp. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
back,  without  amendment,  and  with  a  recom- 
mendation that  it  do  pass,  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Mai-y  Ann  Lijilon,  of  the  State  of  Virginia. 

Mr.  ^OREHEAD,  from  the  majority  of  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Aflairs,  reported  a  joint 
resolution  providing  for  the  satisfaction  of  claims 
under  the.  Cherokee  treaty  of  18:)5  and  JR'JG; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

INSANB  ASYLUM. 
The  bill  providing  for  the  insane  hospital  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  which   had  been  returned 
from  the  House  with  amendments,  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Disirict  of  Columbia. 

AEMY  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  the  House  bill 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
Army  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  on  the  30ili  day 
of  June,  184.5,  was  taken  up,  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  with  the  amendments  submitted  by 
the  Committee  on  Kinance. 

Mr.  EVANS  explained  that  these  amendments 
had  been  rendered  necessary  in  consequence  of 
the  Senate  having  laid  on  the  table,  indefinitely, 
the  House  bill  generally  called  the  Army  re- 
trenchment bill.  The  present  bill  was  made  to 
conform  to  the  retrenchments  then  expected;  but 
the  retrenchment  bill  having  failed,  it  becjinio 
necessary  to  restore  the  estimates  of  the  War 
Department;   which   was  what   the  Committee 


submitted. 

The  amendments  were  read  and  adopted,  as 
follows: 

To  change  the  appropriation  "  for  the  pay  of 
the  Army"  from  $11,273,279  69  to  81,317,112. 

To  insert  for  commutation  of  oHicers'  sulisist- 
encc,  §464,372;  for  commutation  of  officers' 
horses,  <j,107,31.5;  for  payments  in  lieu  of  cloth- 
ing for  discharged  soldiers  and  oflicers'  servant-s, 
$58,890;  for  surveys  in  reference  to  the  military 
defenses  of  the  frontiers,  inland  and  Atlantic, 
§10,000;  for  military  and  geographical  surveys 
west  of  the  Mississippi,  $20,000;  for  conlinuin? 
the  surveys  of  the  northern  and  northwestern 
lakes,  §20,000;  for  amount  of  fortifications, 
§100,000;  to  change  the  appropriation  for  current 
expenses  of  the  ordnance  service  from  §80,000  to 
§95,000;  to  strike  OMt  the  proviso  prohibiting  any 
;  part  of  the  appropriation  for  Springfield  armory 
being  applieu  to  rebuilding  the  quarters  of  the 
commanding  ofiicer;  and  to  add  an  appropriation 
of  §28,857  71  for  settling  the  accounts  of  Major 
Charles  Thomas  and  Captain  Edward  B.Alex- 
ander, due  on  account  of  the  erection  of  a  fort  on 
the  Arkan.sas  frontier,  which  has  been  carried  to 
the  surplus  fund. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
inserting  an  appropriation  of  §;ij,000  for  the  com- 
pletion of  the  United  States  arsenal  at  Fayette- 
ville.  North  Carolina,  as  originally  designed. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  explained  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs  had  had  this  subject 
under  consideration,  and,  on  consultation  with 
the  War  Department,  had  ascertained  that  this 
appropriation  was  neither  necessary  nor  desired 
by  that  Department. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  contended  that,  by  the  ori- 
ginal act  of  Congress,  this  arsenal  \va:i  to  be  one 
of  construction  as  well  as  deposit.  The  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  State  had  been  obtained  on  this  con- 
dition. He  denied  the  authority  of  the  Depart- 
ment, or  any  of  its  officers,  to  revoke  or  annul  an 
act  of  Congress;  and  enforced  the  justice  of  the 
proposed  appropriation. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  sustained  the  views  of 
the  Department,  by  referring  to  the  factthatevon 
now  there  was  not  work  enough  for  keeping  the 
other  arsenals  of  the  Government  in  full  ojiera- 
tion;  and  that  this  at  Favettevillo,  North  Caro- 
lina, was  quite  sufficient,  in  its  pesent  condition, 
for  all  the  wants  of  the  Government  in  reference 
to  it. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  his  amendment. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  resulted — 
yeas  11,  nays  23;  as  follows: 

VK.\S — .Vli-ssrs.  .\llen,  AtchUnn,  Attierton,  Dentnn, 
Rret'SH,  Fultoa,  Haywood,  llugor,  Mangum,  ^?l:vicr,  ami 
Walker— 11. 

N,\YS — Meiwrs.  Archer,  Biisliy,  Barrow,  Bayard,  Ber- 
rien, Clionte,  Claylnji,  Critteitdeii,  Daytoa,  Kvani*.  Ilnniie- 
f::ui,  Henderson,  Iluntlngloti,  Lewin,  Merrick,  Miller,  IMnrc- 
icnd,  Niles,  Porter,  Stur|$eun,  ITpIiam,  While,  and  VVood- 
bridse— 23. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  an  amend- 
ment was  adopted  adding  an  appropriation  of 
§2,000for  coniinuing  the  meteorological  observa- 
tions at  the  military  posts  of  the  United  Slates. 

The  bill,  as  amended,  was  then  reported  to  the 
Senate;  and  the  amendments  were  conciirrod  in. 

Mr.  MOREHEAD  moved  to  amend  the  bill 
by  adding  an  appropriation  of  §15,000  for  repairs 
of  the  United  Snues  barracks  at  N<?wport,  Ken- 
tucky, (opposite  Cinrinnall,)  and  for  the  pur- 
chase of  an  additional  lot  of  two  acres  adjoining. 
Mr.  M.  explained  the  necessity  for  this  appropri- 
ation. 

Mr.  JARNAGIN  inquired  what  quantity  of 
land  already  belonged  to  the  b.irrarks,  and  why 
the  lot  to  be  purchased  was  rated  at  so  high  a  sum 
as  §15,000? 

Mr.  MOREHEAD  believed  the  lot  already 
belonging  to  the  barracks  did  not  exceed  two 
acres;  and  the  price  estimated  for  the  additional 
lot  was  not  unreasonable  in  Newport,  where,  in 
conscQueiice  of  contiguity  to  Cincinnati,  lots  rated 
much  liigher  than  in  towns  in  general  of  the  same 
size. 

Afler  some  fiirlhcr  inquiri("s  and  observations, 
in  which  Messrs.  WOODURIDGE,  MORE- 
HEAD,  WOODBURY,  and  JARNAGIN,  took 
part,  the  amendment  was  adopted. 


grossed  lor  a  third  reading;  and,  subsequently, 
the  bill  was  read  the  third  time,  and  pas»Hl. 

POST  OFI'ICK  BILL. 

On  motion  of. Mr.  EVANS,  the  House  bill 
making  appropriations  for  ihe  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment for  ihe  fiscal  year  ending  30ih  June,  1845, 
was  taken  up  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
considered,  reported  buck  without  amendments, 
read  the  tliird  time,  and  passed. 

CUSTOM-IIOCSB  IN  PHILADELPHIA. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  offered  a  resolution;  which, 
at  his  request,  was  considered  and  adoplctl,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Reiohettf  That  the  Coainiittee  on  Finanr.- : 
to  inquire  into  ihp  ijipcdi'-ncy  ofniakiMs  nii     : 
to  pnrchaitc  Uie  b.ankiiie-liou^e  of  ihtf  I.iic    l.....>  ■■■  u>^ 
United  Slates  In  th«  city  of  Philadelphia,  lor  a  cuallli»- 

llOUi^U. 

TRANSFER  OF  CLERKS. 

Mr.  RENTON  inquired  of  the  chairman  of  the 
Finance  Committee  if  there  were  any  more  ap- 
proftriation  lulls  to  be  acted  upon  lo-clfty. 

Mr.  EVANS  replied  that  llierc  were  not;  bot 
there,  was  a  joint  resolution  authorizing  the  trans- 
fer of  clerks  from  one  of  the  Departimnls  to  an- 
other, which  he  would  wish  to  be  taken  up  and 
disposed  of. 

The  joint  resolution  was  accordingly  taken  up, 
considered,  read  the  third  lime,  and  passed. 

STOCKBIUDGE  INDIANS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WHITE,  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  Siockbridge  Indians  was  taken  up, 
considered,  amended  as  proposed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Aflairs,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  leading. 

8DPP0ET  OF  LUNATICS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MILLER,  who  rep<>rt»-J 
back,  fnmi  ilie  Commitlee  on  the  District  of  Col- 
umbia, the  bill  providing  for  the  support  of  luna- 
tics for  one  year,  with  the  amcndinpnts  of  the 
House  of  Represenlaiives,  striking  out  the  Sen- 
ate amendmenis,  and  subsliluliiig  provisiona  for 
the  support  of  said  lunatics  at  the  asylum  of  Bal- 
timore, the  House  amendments  wercconciirn^d  in. 
The  commillee  also  recomiaendid  an  nddilior.sl 
amendment  to  the  House  niiKiidinenls,  giving  the 
use  of  the  lunatic  asylum  of  the  Disirict  for  ooe 
year  to  the  medical  deparinvMitof  the  Columbian 
College,  on  condition  of.  giving  a^vurtty  to  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Biildiugs  for  keeping  the 
premises  in  proper  repair;  which  was  adopted. 

ANNEXATION  OK  TEXAS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BENTON,  the  Texas  annex- 
ation bill  was  read  a  second  lime. 

Mr.  B.  slated  his  object  in  asking  for  the  sec- 
ond reading  of  the  bill,  which  vraa  to  amrrMl  the 
clause,  by  making  a  line  cerlain  whir' 
uncertain.     Tlsc    biH,  as    it  stood,  , 

divide  theannexed  country  equally  beiv. 

holding  and  non-slaveholding  States,  but  did  nut 
fix  the  line.     That  was  impracticible  wIp  n  ^^■• 
bill  was  brought  in,  because  the  con' 
counlry,bydivlsioii,had  not  then  bei  i: 
This  had  since  been  done;  and  an  ini: 
may  now  be  fixed,  and  future  iroiibh 
map  prepared  for  I  he  Senate,  in  the  Bui 
ographical  Engineers,  by  Lieulennnt  Emory, .luJ 
the  most  correct  one  yet  constructed  of  the  oun- 
tries  10  which  it  relates,  lias  been  calculaii-d  by 
divisions,  so  as  to  designate  the  lines  wanted  witn 
all  desirable  precision.  ' 

He  had  assumed  ilijit  Texas,  with  her  naiumi 
limits,   ihe   Nueces  desert   and    llie    iiinuntuiifK, 
would   present  territory  for  four  Sintfs  of  tl:e 
largest  class,  and  that  it  would  iiatiirully  div:d<- 
into  two  equal  parts  for  the  cultiv 
profitable  or  unprofitable  for  sUm 
consequently,   two  Rlaveholdii;^         1 
slaveholding  Slates    should   be  funned   upon   it. 
This,  ill  ihe  bill  ns  it  innv  stand.'?,  wa.i  projv"'    I 
to  be  done  liy  fuliire  ligislalion,  and  i' 
tween  the  slaveholding  and  the  iion-s 
Stales  then  to  bi!  fixed;  but  it  was   ; 
things  at  once — to  leave  iiolliing   ili. 
nvoicied,  in  an  art  so  fundamenial,  i^ 
rangemenl.     He   therefore    proposed    lo  lii  ■•  ' 
line  in  ihe  basis  which  refers  to  it;  and  noli..; 
could  be  desired  more  equal,  just,  and  tintemi, 
tliun  the  Ijne  presented  en  tlie  map.    In  ike  riso- 


tents  of  the  diflrrent  divisions  nf  the  territory, 
the  longitude  of  one  hundred  degrees  west  from 
Greenwich  was  a  leading  division.  In  the  eoun- 
try  between  the  two  rivers,  Arkansas  and  Red 
river,  made  a  western  boundary  of  the  United 
States  by  ttte  treaty  of  1819,  this  longitude  is  made 
.  the  dividing  line  through  four  degrees  of  latitude. 
Its  prolongation  south  would  leave  all  the  coun- 
try out  to  the  Nueces;  and  to  the  desert  west  of 
it,  on  the  tasl  of  it.  This  would  include  all  the 
present  population  of  Texas  and  all  the  country 
fitted  for  slave  labor.  It  was  evidently  tlia  proper 
line  of  division  between  the  slave  and  non-slave- 
liolding  States;  it  conformed  exactly  to  the  kind 
ofproductionsand  the  pursuits  of  business  adapt- 
ed to  each.  The  only  question  was  to  see  how 
it  suited  in  quantities;  and  in  this  the  calculations 
bring  out  precisely  what  wn^desired.  The  quan- 
tities may  be  assumed  to  be  .equal;  for  the  ap- 
parent diAerence  between  them  is  too  insignificant 
to  be  counted  in  so  large  a  superficies,  and  where 
sinuosities  could  only  be  counted  as  straight  lines. 
The  division  cast  of  the  one  hundred  degrees  is 
one  hundred  and  thirty-five  thousand  six  hundred 
and  seventy  square  miles;  the  division  west  of  it 
is  one  hnndrcd  and  twenty-nine  thousand  eight 
hundred.  This  is  equal  enough, and  large  enough. 
It  is  exactly  sufHcicut  for  two  States  in  each  divis- 
ion, of  the  extent  of  Missouri  and  Illinois,  each 
of  which  exceeds  sixty  thousand  square  miles. 

This  longitude,  then,  divides  the  whole  terri- 
tory precisely  right  in  point  of  quantities;  it  is 
equally  fortunate  in  point  of  localities  and  climate. 
The  east  division,  forming  almost  a  square  be- 
tween the  Red  river  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  is 
the  champaign  part  of  the  country,  in  which  a 
southern  clime  performs  its  natural  office  of  giving 
a  warm  country,  and  the  productions  wliich  re- 
quire a  predominance  of  heat;  the  west  division 
extends  to  the  mountains,  stretches  out  north  to 
forty-two  degrees,  and  goes  into  the  grain-grow- 
ing, grazing,  provision-raising,  and,  it  may  be 
addeJ,  the  vine  region,  (on  accountofitsdryness,) 
in  which  cold  predominates,  and  where  northern 
products  find  their  appropriate  clime.  Latitude 
here  yields  to  altitude;  and  the  climate  of  Penn- 
sylvania is  found  as  fur  south  as  the  latitude  of 
Natchez.  This  makes  all  right.  And  I  now  ask 
t9  amend  the  fifth  clause  in  the  bill,  so  as  to  make 
the  one  hundredth  degree  of  longitude  west  from 
Greenwich  the  dividing  line  between  the  slave  and 
non-slaveholding  Stales,  in  the  event  of  the  an- 
nexation of  Texas.  In  thus  proposing  to  insert 
a  fixed  line,  on  the  faith  of  Lieutenant  Emory's 
map,  made  in  the  Bureau  of  Topographical  l^iigi- 
neers,  as  the  request  of  the  Senate,  it  implied  a 
full  belief  in  the  correctness  of  the  map;  and  such 
was  the  fact.  He  relied  implicitly  upon  itas  more 
correct  in  its  outline  and  general  features  than 
any  man  yet  published ,  because  it  had  the  advant- 
age of  all  the  late  and  important  geographical  de- 
terminations in  thaiquarier,-particuiiirly  those  of 
Lieutenant  Fremont.  In  all  these  particulars  of 
outline  and  general  features,  it  was  more  correct 
than  any  other  map;  and  that  was  the  main  point 
in  the  present  design.  In  other  particulars  it  was 
equal  to  the  best  of  all  other  maps;  and  he  hoped 
to  see  it  engraved  and  published,  not  merely  for 
the  elucidation  of  the  Texas  question,  but  as  a 
respectable  contribution  to  geographical  science. 

Mr.  B.  then  moved  that  the  fifth  basis  proposed 
in  this  bill  be  amended  to  read  thus: 

"  V.  The  existence  of  ilavery  to  be  forever  prohibited 
In  Ibsi  p-m  or  the  annexed  territory  wliioli  lliw  we>t  nl'  tlie 
one  liuiidriHltli  degree  nr  longitude  we>l  from  Greenwich." 

The  amendment  was  unanimously  agreed  to, 
and  the  bill  amended  accordingly. 

Mr.  B.  then  said  the  bill  might  take  its  place  on 
the  CSalendar. 

Mr.  SEVIER  offered  the  following  resolution: 

ReMolved,  Tiut  one  thoiimnd  copies  of  the  map  of  Texm 
prepared  b^  Uie  topogmplilcal  curpi  bi>  engraved,  under 
direction  t>(  Uie  etaieful  Uiat  corps,  lor  Uic  use  oltbc  Sen- 
ate, provided  it  can  be  done  for  tile  sum  of  ^400. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  said,  if  he  understood 
the  Senator  from  Missouri — for  he  had  not  him- 
self examined  much  into  the  matter — there  are 
already  maps  of  Texas  as  correct  as  that  map. 
He  would  like  to  know  the  probable  cost  of  these 
new  maps. 

Mr.  SEVIER  observed  thatthi«  resolution  lim- 
hcd  the  cost  to  $400. 

Mr.  PEAIICE  held  in  bis  hand  a  communica- 


prepare  a  stone  for  lithographing  this  map,  which 
would  present  it  on  a  large  scale,  at  nn  expense 
not  exceeding  $400;  the  maps  to  be  delivered  in 
two  months. 

Mr.  BENTON  remarked  that  the  map  pre- 
pared by  the  topographical  corps  had  been  com- 
piled with  the  advantage  of  the  examination  of 
all  the  recent  explorations  of  the  region,  and  all 
the  great  and  important  points  had  been  accu- 
rately defined  by  astronomical  observations,  as 
well  as  the  outlines;  so  that  there  could  be  no 
doubt  about  its  being  the  very  best  map  ever 
made  of  that  country. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  EVANS  hoped  the  Senate  would  now  pro- 
ceed to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

The  following  joint  resolution,  moved  by  Mr. 
McDnrriE  in  executive  session, on  the  23d  May, 
having  become  a  part  of  the  public  record  of  the 
Senate,  came  up  now  as  the  first  thing  on  the  orders 
of  the  day: 

Rewleed^  l*hst  tbe  compact  or  anncxntlon  made  between 
the  Gxecutivv  Government  or  the  United  Stntes  and  Uiatof 
Texas,  and  submitted  to  llie  Senate  for  confirmation  by  the 
PrcHidcnt  of  tile  United  Slates,  be^  and  tlie  same  is  hereby, 
ratifled  as  the  tUndamental  law  orunlon  between  the  Uni- 
ted Suites  and  Texas,  as  soon  as  the  suprema  executive  and 
leglsInUve  power  of  Texas  shall  ratify  and  conflrm  the  said 
compact  ol  anncxatioa. 

Mr.  EVANS  hoped  it  would  be  laid  upon  the 
table. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE  thought  that  for  the  pres- 
ent session  all  that  was  desirable  had  been  done 
by  Congress  on  this  subject.  He  regretted  that 
he  had  not  risen  when  the  bill  was  up  a  few  min- 
utes back  in  relation  to  it,  and  made  the  same  mo- 
tion he  intended  to  make  with  regard  to  the  pres- 
ent resolution.  He  was  not  insensible  to  the 
importance  of  the  bill  introduced  by  the  Senator 
from  Missouri,  nor  to  the  resolution  now  in  ques- 
tion; but  it  was  his  conviction  that  the  Senate  bad 
done  all  that  could  be  expected  this  session,  and 
that  it  would  be  best  now  to  give  time  for  the 
public  judgment  to  act  upon  it.  At  this  late  pe- 
riod of  the  session,  within  a  few  doys  of  odjourn- 
ing,  he  thought  the  sooner  the  matter  was  defin- 
itively disposed  of  the  better.  He  therefore  moved 
to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SEVIER  suggested  that,  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  being  absent  from  his  seat,  it 
would  be  best  to  pass  the  resolution  ov«r  inform- 
ally till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE  said  the  question  might 
as  well  be  disposed  of  at  once.  It  was  also  his  in- 
tention to  make  the  same  motion  whenever  the 
bill  for  the  annexation  of  Texas  came  up. 

Mr.  BUCH.\NANcalled  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered. 

The  question  wan  then  taken  on  laying  th^ 
resolution  on  the  table;  and  decided  in  tbe  affirma- 
tive— yeas 27,  nays  19;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messre.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard,  Ber- 
rien, Chnaip,  Clayton,  Olttendun,  Dayton,  Evans,  Francis, 
liunltngton,  Jnniagin,JntmBnii,  Mangum,  Merrick,  Miller, 
Moreiiead,  Penrce,  Phelps,  Porter,  Rives,  Simmons,  Tall- 
madze,  Wlilte,  Woodbrldge,  and  Wright— 27. 

NAYS — Messrs,  Allen,  Atchison.  Athertnn,  Bagby,  Ben  • 
ton,  Breese,  Buchnnnn,  Fnlf^elrf,  Pulton,  Hannegan,  Hay- 
wood, HiigiT,  Lewis,  Niles,  Sevier,  Siuigeon,  Tnppan, 
Walker,  and  Woodbury— 19. 

So  the  resolution  was  laid  on  tbe  table. 

Mr.  WHITE  hopej,  when  the  genersl  orders 
were  taken  up,  tbe  Senate  bills  would  be  disposed 
of  first. 

Mr.  EVANS  hoped  the  Calendar  would  be 
gone  through  regularly. 

DUTIES  ON  RAILROAD  IRON. 

The  first  bill  on  the  general  orders  called,  was 
the  Senate  bill  providing  for  the  remission  of 
duties  on  railroad  iron, the  consideration  of  which 
was  resumed  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the 
amendments  submitted  by  the  Finance  Commit- 
tee being  pending. 

Mr.  MILLER,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor, 
spoke  for  an  hour  in  opposition  to  the  bill.  He 
expected  that  all  interference  with  the  present 
taniThad  been  eflfectually  set  at  rest — at  least  for 
this  session.  He  then  proceeded  to  answer  the 
arguments  of  the  Senator  from  Maine;  andafier- 
wards  gave  a  general  history  of  the  favoritism 
manifested  by  Congress  in  relation  to  railroad 
companies  from  1830  to  the  present  time.  In 
conclusion,  he  moved  to  lay  tbe  bill  on  th*  table. 


this  motion,  and  they  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  resulted— 
yeas  18,  nays  21;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Measra.  Atchison,  Athertnn,  Baimw,  Bales, 
Bayard,  Biirhanan,  Clajton.CrltteiideD, Dayton,  Fairfield, 
Mangum,  Murriek,  Miller,  Morchead,  Bturgeou,  Walker, 
White,  and  Woodbury— 18. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Drigby,  Berrien. Cboate,  Evans,  Foster, 
Fulton,  Henderson,  linger,  Jamagin,  Johnson,  Lewis,  Me- 
Uuflie,  Niles,  Pearce,  Phelps,  Pnrt4-r,  Rives,  Tallmadge, 
Upborn,  Woodbridge,  and  Wright— SI. 

So  the  Senate  refused  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table. 

The  amendments  reported  by  Mr.  Evans  were 
then  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WlllTE,  an  amendment 
was  also  adopted  extending  the  benefits  of  the  act 
to  cases  in  which  judgments  have  been  obtained 
for  duties  on  railroad  iron. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PORTER*  some  verbal 
amendments  were  adopted. 

Mr.  HENDERSON  submitted  an  amendment 
in  relation  to  the  remission  of  duty  on  railroad 
iron  belonging  to  the  Western  Railroad  Company, 
lost  in  the  Mississippi  river;  but 

Mr.  EVANS  observed  that  there  was  a  sepa- 
rate bill  providing  for  special  cases  of  that  kind; 
and 

Mr.  WALKER  requested  his  colleague  would 
not  ingraft  this  special  case  on  a  bill  wliich  be 
should  be  compelled  to  votesgainst;  whereupon, 

Mr.  HENDERSON  withdrew  his  amt^ndmenu 

There  being  no  other  amendments  offered, 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  expressed  his  decided  dit- 
approboiion  of  the  bill,  and  stated  his  reasons. 
He  confessed  that,  considering  the  quarter  from 
which  the  bill  came,  and  tbe  provisions  it  con- 
tained,  he  was  greatly  astonished.  After  great 
trouble,  delay,  and  difficulty,  the  tariflT  of  1843 
was  passed;  and  those  gentlemen  most  active  in 
passing  it,  having  got  the  peculiar  interests  of 
their  own  portions  of  the  Union  secured,  turned 
round  and  attempted  to  withdraw  the  only  pro- 
tection granted  to  Pennsylvania  interests — thit 
on  the  manufacture  of  iron.  Mr.  B.  pointed  out 
all  these  attempts  ever  since  Mr.  Clay 's  bill  was 
introduced  in  1841,  and  went  at  large  into  tbe 
history  of  the  favoritism  of  Congress  toward* 
railroad  compsnies,  from  the  year  1830  to  tbe 
present  day,  by  which  $6,000,000  had  been  re- 
milted  to  them  that  ought  to  have  gone  into  the 
Treasury. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE remarked  that  "when Greek 
meets  Greek,  then  conies  the  tug  of  war."  The 
friends  of  protection  were  finding  out  how  their 
system  worked.  He  congralulated  honorable 
£ienators  who  now  arrayed  themselves  against 
corporations  and  monopolies,  on  their  conversion 
to  the  true  faith.       , 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  had 
exclaimed,  he  believed  six  or  seven  times,  that 
$6,000,000  of  revenue  were  taken  qut  of  the  pub- 
lic Treasury  and  conferred  upon  the  incorporated 
companies  engaged  in  making  these  railroad*. 
Would  the  honorable  Senator  be  so  good  as  to 
look  to  the  other  side  of  the  question?  Whatdid 
he  say?  Whatdid  he  propose?  What  did  he 
argue  ?  To  raise  revenue  from  imported  railroad^ 
iron.  Now,  what  would  be  the  result  of  a  con- 
summation of  his  wish  ?  The  result  would  be 
that  this  very  railroad  iron,  instead  of  furnishing 
tbe  Government  any  revenue  at  all,  would  be 
made  by  the  manufacturers  of  the  United  States, 
and  sold  for  twenty-five  or  thirty  dollars  a  ton 
higher  than  it  cnum  be  imported.  The  question, 
then,  was  simply  this:  shall  you  take  frorn  tlie-. 
pockets  of  those  engaged  in  the  construction  of 
railroads  for  the  bcni-fit  of  the  public,  $6,000,000, 
and  put  it  in  the  pockets  of  the  iron  manufactur- 
ers of  Pennsylvania  or  any  other  Slate?  There 
was  one  corporation  alone  within  the  limits  of 
Maryland  which  would  take  the  greater  portion 
of  it.  The  Senator  wished  those  manufacturers 
of  iron  to  have  the  whole  benefit  of  it.  How, 
then,  was  he  to  get  revenue  from  imported  iron  ? 
By  giving  to  the  manufacturer  the  market!  Thia 
was  the  whole  tendency  of  his  argument — -to 
protect  the  domestic  manufacturer,  and  give  him 
the  market;  or  the  result  would  be,  that  the  money 
which  the  honorable  Senator  said  was  taken  from 
the  public  Treasury  would  simply  be  transferred 
from  the  constructors  of  railroads  to  the  iron 
master. 
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But  this  wns  not  the  fjueslion.  He  understood 
the  lionornljli'  Sinntnr  from  Mnini^  to  say  ihut  he 
hod  distinctly  Bscei-tniiied  ihiU  there  wns  not  at 
this  inomunt  uny  railroad  iron  ni  nil  made  in  the 
United  States,  aiid  that  none  wonid  bn  niade,un- 
Irssaconiractshould  he  previously  made  betw<:cn 
the  iron  tnustersnnd  railroad  companies,  by  which 
tlie  iron  master  should  receive  fiity  or  sixty  dol- 
hirs  a  ton  for  railroad  iron.  It  appealed  to  him 
that  this  was  literally  a  case  of  the  dog  in  the 
manger.  The  mannfaetuiers  of  the  United  Slates 
did  not  make  railroad  iron — they  had  not  made 
it — they  would  not  make  it,  unless  they  could 
make  it  at  double  as  much  as  they  could  import 
it  for;  nor  would  ihcy  allow  it  to  be  imported. 

But  there  was  a  vic:w  of  this  subject  which  was 
(lei'isive  with  him,  and  which  it  was  his  ol)jectin 
rii;ing  to  state.  These  railroads  were  infinitely 
more  beneficial  to  the  pulilic  than  they  were  to 
the  stockholdecs  How  it  might  be  in  certain  por- 
tions of  the  North,  he  did  nut  know;  but,  within 
the  whole  range  of  his  observation,  he  ventured 
to  say  that  there  was  no  class  of  domestic  in- 
dustry less  profitable  than  the  business  of  those 
engaged  in  tlic  construction  of  railroads;  and  yet, 
he  would  venture  to  say,  there,  was  no  operation 
of  industry  more  beneficial  to  the  public.  The 
public  received  much  the  greater  benefit. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Pennsylvania 
seemed  to  think  it  something  extraordinary,  be- 
cause certain  favors  had  been  granted  to  railroads, 
that  these  favors  should  be  extended  uny  further. 
If  the  honorable  Senator  had  reflected  a  moment, 
he  would  have  seen  that  it  was  the  very  best 
reason  why,  after  granting  certain  favors  to  cer- 
tain companies,  you  should  grant  them  to  others. 
If  these  favors  had  been  extended  to  certain  in- 
corporated railroad  companies;  if  these  companies 
liail  realized  a  benefit  from  them,  he  thouehtthat, 
upon  the  same  principle,  justice  required  that  a 
similar  benefit  should  be  extended  to  others. 

Ho  did  not  intend  to  go  into  an  argument  upon 
this  subject;  but  simply  to  show  that  certain  rail- 
road companies  shoulij  be  made  an  exception  to 
the  general  rule. 

Air.  DAYTON, at  considerable  length,  opposed 
the  bill.  He  had  hoped  all  inlerfereiicc  with  the 
jiresent  tnrifl"  had  been  set  at  rest.  But  it  appeared 
now  that  measure  had  not  only  to  stand  up  against 
the  asiiaulis  of  iis  adversaries,  but  to  sufler  under 
those  of  il;!  friends. 

Mr.  SI.MMONS  thonjht  there  was  a  middle 
course  that  ought  to  satisfy  both  parties — the  rail- 
road companies  and  the  iron  masters;  it  was  to 
give  the  benefits  of  this  bill  to  the  railroad  com- 
panies, only  till  the  iron  manufacturers  have  lime 
to  enter  into  the  business  of  making  rails,  and 
Bupniying  them  at  a  fair  price. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  said  that,  as  the  yeas  and 
nays  would  doubtless  be  callbd  on  the  passage  of 
this  bill,  he  wished  to  stale  enough  to  show  the 
reasons  for  his  opposition  to  the  me;isurc.  Though 
he  should  give  to  the  Senators  from  New  Jersey 
his  vote,  he  should  not  give  to  them  his  principles. 
He  still  differed  wilh  them  on  the  tarifT.  He  was 
averse  to  these  remissions  of  duties  to  railroad 
corporations  as  long  ago  as  1839,  when  he  made 
n  report  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  show- 
ing that  someihing  like  three  and  a  half  millions 
of  money  had  at  that  time  been  viriuolly  given  to 
them  by  the  General  Government.  He  then  viewed 
it  as  a  free  subscription,  or  donation,  to  those 
cstablislirnents.  This  was  not  justifiable  on  the 
ground  merely  that  Ihey  were  useful  to  the  com- 
munily.  Other  corporations  were  also  useful;  but 
that  was  no  sufficient  reason  for  large  and  partial 
favors  to  all  of  them.  Again:  it  was  urged  lliat, 
by  chenpening  transportation  of  passengers  and 
merchandise,  as  it  doubtless  was  by  these  roads, 
and  the  cheaper  making  of  them,  all  the  commu- 
nity were  gainers.  Such,  however,  was  the  case 
wilh  ships  and  sleainboals  on  our  rivers,  lakes, 
sounds,  and  oceans,  which,  their  iron  being  free, 
would  carry  and  bring  both  persons  and  things 
liluch  lower  for  ihe  whole  country. 

So  far  ns  regards  the  Government,  these  rail- 
roads generally,  whose  iron  has  been  admitted 
free,  charge  higher  for  carrying  the  mail  than  other 
persons;Hiid  they  are  usually  "  close rorporalions" 
or  a  perfect  monopoly  ag;unst  the  rest  of  the  com- 
munity; nol  allowing  them,  even  for  reasonable 
tolls  and  under  sate  regulations,  to  put  on  them 
cars  for  either  pa.sseiigers  or  merchandise.  Nor 
arc  llicsc  roads  u  species  of  domestic  manufac- 


tures any  more  than  are  ships,  or  plows,  or  wag- 
ons. 

But,  besides  the  weakness  of  the  arguments  I 
have  answered,  I  entertain  the  following  specified 
objections: 

First:  the  measure  is  a  bad  one  in  a  fiscal  point 
of  view.  It  has  not  only  taken  millions  from  the 
Treasury  when  most  wanted,  but  contemplate* 
taking  more  from  il  while  we  are  deeply  in  debt. 
Yet,  surprising  as  it  may  seem,  one  of  the  most 
plausible  arguments  pressed  in  favor  of  our  giving 
away  more  to  them,  is  because  we  have  already 
given  so  much.  I  confess  that  some  Slates  and 
companies  appear  to  have  ventured  on  new  works 
under  an  expectation  that  they  might  be  treated 
as  liberally  as  their  predecessors.  But  ihis  argu- 
ment as  to  gifts,  unfortunately,  would  last  for- 
ever, and  long  after  many  of  the  original  reasons 
for  the  gifts  had  ceased. 

Next  :  the  measure  is  bad  on  any  sound  polit- 
ical principles,  because  it  renders  the  tarifT  an 
unequal  lax,  falling  in  this  respect  heavily  on  the 
tools  of  agriculture  and  on  commerce  and  the 
poor,  but  exempting  the  rich;  burdening  the  an- 
vil and  chain  and  kettle,  but  relieving  the  iron  rail 
which  belongs  to  incorporated  wealth,  it  is  not 
that  corporations  and  individuals  do  not  possess 
the  right  to  be  rich,  and  to  use  their  richness  for 
gain,  as  they  do  in  the  East  in  the  case  of  many 
profitable  railroads;  but  it  is  that  they  have  no 
claim  to  exclusive  favors  or  privileges  in  the  use 
of  their  fortunes  over  the  humbler  mechanic  and 
fanner. 

Lastly,  without  more  details,  the  measure  is 
bod,  because  it  adopts  the  doctrine  of  absolute 
free  trade  in  respect  to  railroad  iron,  and  no  other. 
He  was  against  this;  as  such  a  course  not  only 
violates  the  duty  to  make  the  larifT  tax  equal  and 
uniform,  but  makes  a  discrimination  of  freedom 
from  duly;  which  is  as  wrong  for  one  class  of 
interests  ns  it  would  be  in  other  cases  to  make  a 
discrimination  of  bounties  or  protective  imposts 
in  favor  of  one  class  of  interests,  and  against  all 
others. 

Either  course  i^  contrary  to  the  first  elements  of 
justice  and  political  economy.  He  wenlfor  mod- 
erate and  proportionate  taxes  on  imports,  as  welt 
as  other  property,  and  on  all  iron  alike. 

In  relieving  the  Senate  from  further  remarks, 
he  begged  permission  to  eaulion  the  members 
against  i4c  zeal  and  importunity  of  self-inlerest 
in  all  cases  like  this.  Tliey  mingle  up  insensibly 
in  the  minds  of  many  honest  men,  and  they  al- 
most persuade  their  authors,  ns  well  as  others, 
that  public  considerations  alone  influence  lliem, 
when  gain — what  they  regard  as  fair  gain — is  ihe 
chief  motive;  and  intere3t,  rightfully,  if  you  please, 
in  n  private  view,  is  at  the  bottom.  But  such 
interest  is  not  entitled  to  any  special  public  in- 
dulgence or  public  bounties. 

As  an  illuslraliun  how  the  pecuniary  feeling  of 
corporations  sometimes  urge  them  most  pertina- 
ciously to  obtain  monnpolics,  by  e.xclusive  privi- 
leges, Mr.  W.  said  he  would  read  an  extract, 
which  happened  to  be  before  him,  from  a  vener- 
able annalist,  that  very  strongly  exhibited  the 
workings  of  self-inlerest  two  centuries  ago,  in  a 
case  not  very  unlike  in  principle  to  this.  In  the 
first  volume  of  Thomas  Burton's  Parliamentary 
Diary,  page  308,  in  1G5G,  he  quietly  says: 

"  111  the  Ducliy  ct)niiil>er  »ii\  the  Coianiitlec  of  'I'mde, 
where  wru  dcbatei]  tin-  great  qiiestlun,  iuljoenied  till  thU 
day,  upon  the  iH--titloii  ol"  the  I'n-*o  iiieretiailtd  aanliist  the 
incrchanl  ndvciitiirers  ;  whorolii  wnfffset  forth  what  a  great 
prejudice  it  was  In  the  cuiiiinunwcallh,  Ihat  the  trade  of 
the  tvmilt'R  niaiiutiietiire.s  tilioiild  lio  eiicroiysed  lulu  the 
hands  of  line  ciiiupaiiy ;  il  liaitig  ilie  only  staple  trade  of 
£iit;Ian(i,  and  ought  to  be  improved  to  llie'hc^t  adv.nntnge. 

"  There  were  i-lroii?  argnni<-nts  tiruuf^hl  on  ilie  account 
of  the  free  iiuTchant!;,  to  prove  lliat  n  free  trade  wad  must 
for  Ihe  pood  of  tliiH  nation. 

*•  SirClirisilopher  l*ucl(,  wlto  U  master  of  tlie  Merchant 
Advenmrer'.-i  t'oiupariy,  turned  in  lie*  debate  Ijki;  a  horse, 
nnd  answered  every  man.  I  believe  he  spi>ke  at  least  lliirly 
tinics. 

'*  IMr.  Lloyd  helped  lilm  a!«  much  as  could  be  ;  but  both 
reason  and  equity,  and  tlie  tieiise  of  the  coinmiltee,  being 
nirniin-l  them,  Ih'-y  were  Ibreed  at  lafct  lo  give  up  Itio  cuil- 
(jeiti..  tinl  Willi  much  ado.  Hir  Ciirisloplier  Pack  did  eleavp 
like  a  cicdg,  and  was  very  nnitry  lie  could  not  he  heard  att 
infinitum.  Ihougii  tiie  coniinittee  were  forced  at  lost  to  come 
to  a  eomiiact  Willi  him,  iJiat  he  ehould  t<peuk  no  more  ul'ttr 
tliat  time." 

The  bill  was  then  reported  back  to  the  Senate 
as  amended,  and  the  amendment  was  concurred 
in. 

On  the  question  of  engrossment, 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  cailedfurlhe  ycasand  nays; 


which  were  ordered,  and  resulted — yeas  16,  nay« 
30;  as  follows: 

YEAS— .\fes»r».  Archer,  Bajliy,  Bcrrler.rolqulu, Evans, 
fulton,  lleiider^oi),  linger,  Lewi-i,  McDulfir,  Foflet, 
Klves.  Sevier.  Tallinadjie,  Woodbridge,  and  Wright — 16. 

N.\V8 — Messrs.  Allen,  Atchison,  .AUicrton,  Barrow, 
Bales,  ftayard,  Benton,  Breesir,  Buctinnnii.  Choaie,  Clar- 
ion, ('rittendcn.  Uaylon,  Fairfield,  Francis,  Ilimn-nil, 
llavwood,  llnnltn^ton.  Jolinsoii,!Man^um,  Mirrrick,  .Miliar, 
Morcliead,  Simmons,  Sturgeon, Tappan,  (IpliOiu,  Waiker, 
While,  and  Woodliury — 30*. 

So  the  Senate  refused  to  order  the  bill  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  McUUFFIE  ob."ierved  that,  as  some  free- 
trade  gentlemen  had  voted  against  tliis  bill  who 
were  in  favor  of  n  reduction  of  duties,  he  hopeJ 
some  Seiialorwho  had  voted  in  the  iiegniive  would 
move  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  just  taken,  wiih 
a  view  of  proposing  an  amendmcDl  to  the  bill 
reducing  the  duties  fin  railroad  iron  lo  Iweuiy 
per  cent. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  remarked  that  he  had  rotetl 
from  hostility  to  the  principle  contained  in  the  bill, 
and  not  because  he  approved  of  the  present  duties. 
He  therefore, at  the  suggestion  of  the  Senator  froa 
South  Carolina,  moved  n  rcconsideniiion. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  (before 
the  question  was  put  on  Mr.  Woodbubt'*  mo- 
tion to  reconsider  the  vote  last  taken,)  tlie  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  executive  bu«i- 
ncss;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Ti:esdat,  June  11,  1844. 
ThoJournalofyeslcrday  was  read  and  approved. 
Mr.  WELLER  asked  leave  to  ofTer  a  resolu- 
tion in  relation  lo  Uie  salaries  of  the  messengers 
of  the  House;  but  it  was  objected  to. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  moved  that  the  rules  be 
suspended,  nnd  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union;  but  again  withdrew  ihe  motion  tempora- 
rily, to  allow  Mr.  Adams  lo  present  certain  me- 
morials. 

Mr.  ADAMS  then  asked  leave  to  present  two 
memorials  on  the  subject  of  ihe  iiatumliz-ilion 
laws,  renioiislraling  against  the  laws  on  liiai  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  MORRIS  said  he  had  some  memorials  cf 
a  similar  cliRrnctcr  which  he  desired  an  opporlu- 
nily  to  present. 

Mr.  WELLER  objected  to  the  rcccplion  of  lbs 
memorials. 

Mr.  ADAMS  moved  a  suspension  <%f  ili-»  "d--' 
to  enable  him  to  present  the  memori, 
to,  nnd  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  V. 
ordered. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE,  when  his  name  was  called, 
inquired  whether  those  memorials  might  not  liare 
been  pre.sented  under  a  rule  of  the  House  per- 
mitting petitions  and  memorials  to  be  l.iid  upon 
the  Clerk's  table,  without  a  formal  inolioa  for  a 
suspension  of  the  rules. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  tliat  llicy. might  haw 
been  so  refeind. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  ihen  voted  "  No." 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  taken,  resulted — yeas 
35,  nays  94. 

The  rules  were  not  suspended. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  renewed  his  motion  for  m 
suspension  of  the  rules,  that  the  Hou.^e  mit^I 
resolve  itself  into  ihe  Coiiimittce  of  tlie  Whole  oa 
the  stale  of  ihe  Union. 

The  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  reported  ser- 
ernl  bills,  which  were  then  signed  by  the  S|ieakef. 

Mr.  C.JOHNSON  again  withdrew  his  motion 
temporarily,  to  permit  the  executive  comtnuniia- 
tioiis  on  the  Speaker's  table  tu  be  rend. 

A.NNE.XATION  OF  TEXAS. 
The  following  cnmmuniaition  from  llie  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  was  read: 

To  the  Ilovseof  ReprestntatlvesrfVu  Vniled  StaUi: 
The  treaty  negotinled  by  the  Exevunv.'  wr^i 
the  Republic  of  Texas,  witlmut  n  dep. 
any  form  of  pioeccding  euslnmarily  o 
the  negotiation  of  ireaiiis,  for  the  .nu 
that  Republic  to  the  Uniti'd  Stales,  I: 
rejected  by  the  Senate,  and  the  sul 
excited  oil  the  piirt  of  the  people  no  > 
glee  of  interest,  I  feel  it  to  be  toy  di 
inunicatc,  for  your  consideralion,  tin    ij.t^.  u 
treaty,  together  with  a'A  the  correspondeucc  auJ 
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to  the  Senate  in  its  executive  seRsiona.  The 
papers  communicated  embrace  not  only  the  series 
already  made  public  by  orders  of  the  Senate,  but 
.  others  from  which  the  veil  of  secrecy  has  not  been 
removed  by  that  body,  but  which  I  deem  to  be 
essential  to  a  just  appreciation  of  the  entire  ques- 
tion. While  the  treaty  was  pending  before  the 
Senate  I  did  not  consider  it  compatible  with  the 
just  rights  of  that  body,  or  consistent  with  the 
respect  entertained  for  it,  to  bring  this  important 
subject  before  you.  The  power  of  Congress  is, 
however,  fully  comiwlent,  in  some  other  form  of 
prorecding,  to  accomplish  everything  that  a  formal 
ratilicntioii  of  the  treaty  could  have  accomplished; 
nnd  I  therefore  feel  that  I  should  but  imperfectly 
discharge  my  duty  to  yourselves  or  the  country 
if  I  failed  to  lay  before  you  every  thing  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  Executive  which  would  enable  you 
to  act  with  full  light  on  the  subjiict,  if  you  should 
deem  it  proper  to  take  any  action  upon  it. 

I  regard  the  question  involved  in  tneae  proceed- 
ings as  one  of  vast  magnitude,  and  as  addressing 
itself  to  interests  of  nn  elevated  and  enduring 
character.  A  republic  coterminous  in  territory 
with  our  own — of  immense  resources,  which  re- 
quire only  to  be  brought  under  the  influence  of 
our  confederate  and  free  system  in  order  to  be 
fully  developed — promising,  at  no  distant  day, 
througli  the  fertility  of  its  soil,  nearly  if  not  en- 
tirely to  duplicate  the  exports  of  the  country, 
thereby  making  an  addition  to  the  car?Ving  trade 
to  an  amount  almost  incalculable,  ana  giving  a 
new  impulse  of  immense  importance  to  the  com- 
mercial, manufacturing,  agricultural,  and  ship- 
ping interests  of  the  Union,  and  at  the  same  lime 
affording  protection  to  an  exposed  frontier,  and 
placing  the  whole  country  in  a  condition  of  secu- 
rity and  repose — a  territory  settled  mostly  by 
emigrants  from  the  United  states,  who  will  bring 
bacK  with  them,  in  the  act  of  reciprocation,  an 
nncoiiquerable  love  of  freedom  and  an  ardent  at- 
tachment to  our  free  institutions.  Such  a  ques- 
tion could  not  fail  to  interest  most  deeply  in  its 
success  those  who,  under  the  Constitution,  liave 
beciime  msnonsiblc  for  the  faithful  administration 
nf  public  anairs.  I  have  regarded  it  as  not  a  little 
fortunate  that  the  question  involved  was  no  way 
sectional  or  local,  but  addressed  itself  to  the  in- 
terests of  every  part  of  the  country,  and  made  its 
appeal  to  the  glory  of  the  American  name. 

It  is  due  to  the  occasion  to  say  that  I  have  care- 
fully reconsidered  the  objections  which  have  been 
urged  to  immediate  action  upon  the  subject  with- 
out in  any  degree  having  been  struck  with  their 
force.  It  has  been  objected  that  the  measure  of 
annexation  should  be  preceded  by  the  consent  of 
Mexico.  To  preserve  the  roost  friendly  relations 
with  Mexico;  to  concede  to  her  not  grudgingly, 
but  freely,  nil  her  rights;  to  negotiate  fairly  and 
frankly  with  her  as  to  the  question  of  boundary; 
to  render  her,  in  a  word,  the  fullest  and  most 
omple  recompense  for  any  loss  she  mightconvince 
U8  she  bad  sustained,  fully  accords  with  tba^eel- 
ings  and  views  the  Elxccutive  has  always  enter- 
tertnined. 

But  negotiatitins  in  advance  of  annexation 
would  prove  not  only  abortive,  but  might  be  re- 
^rded  as  ofiensive  to  Mexico,  and  insulting  to 
Texas.  Mexico  would  not,  I  am  persuaded, 
f;ive  ear  for  a  moment  to  nn  attempt  at  negotia- 
tioTi  in  advance,  except  for  the  wliolc  territory 
of  Texas.  While  all  the  world  besides  regards 
Texas  as  an  independent  Power,  Mexico  chooses 
to  look  upon  her  as  a  revolted  province.  Nor 
could  we  negotiate  with  Mexico  forTexaa,  with- 
out admitting  that  our  recognition  of  her  inde- 
pendence was  fraudulent,  delusive,  or  void.  It 
IS  only  after  acquiring  Texas,  that  the  question 
of  boundary  can  arise  between  the  United  States 
and  Mexico,  a  question  purpost^ly  Icfl  open  for 
negotiation  with  Mexico,  as  aflbrding  tne  best 
opportunity  for  the  most  friendly  and  pacific  ar- 
rangements. The  Executive  has  dealt  with 
Texas  as^  Power  independent  of  all  others,  both 
dt  facto  and  de  ^urt.  She  was  an  independent 
State  of  the  Confederation  of  Mexican  Republics. 
When,  by  violent  revolution,  Mexico  aeclared 
the  Confederation  at  an  end,  Texas  owed  her  no 
longer  allegiance,  but  claimed,  and  has  main- 
tained the  right,  for  eight  years,  to  separate  and 
distinct  position.  During  that  period,  no  army 
has  invaded  her  with  a  view  to  her  reconquesi; 
and  if  she  has  not  yet  established  her  right  to  be 


jure,  it  would  be  difficult  to  say  at  what  period 
she  will  attain  to  that  condition. 
.  Nor  can  we,  by  any  fair  or  any  legitimate  in- 
ference, be  accused  of  violating  any  treaty  stipu- 
lations with  Mexico.  The  treaties  with  Mexico 
give  no  guarantee  of  any  sort,  and  are  coexistent 
with  a  similar  treaty  with  Texas.  So  have  we 
treaties  with  roost  of  the  nations  of  the  earth, 
which  are  equally  as  much  violated  by  the  an- 
nexation of  Texas  to  the  United  States,  as  would 
be  our  treaty  with  Mexico.  The  treaty  is  merely 
commercial,  and  intended  as  the  instrument  for 
more  accurately  defining  the  rights  and  securing 
the  interests  of  the  citizens  of  each  country. 
What  bad  faith  can  be  implied  or  charged  upon 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  for  success- 
fully negotiating  with  an  independent  Power, 
upon  any  subject  not  violating  the  stipulations 
of  such  treaty,  I  confess  my  inability  to  discern. 
•  The  objections  which  have  been  taken  to  the 
enlargement  of  our  territory  were'  urged  with 
much  zeal  against  the  acquisition  of  Louisiana; 
and  yet,  the  futility  of  such  has  long  since  been 
fully  demonstrated.  Since  that  period,  a  new 
power  has  been  introduced  into  the  alTairs  of  the 
world,  which  ha^  for  all  practical  purposes, 
brought  Texas  much  nearer  to  the  seat  of  Gov- 
ernment than  Louisiana  was  at  the  time  of  its 
annexation.  Distant  regions  are,  by  the  appli- 
cation of  the  steam  engine,  broughtwithin  a  close 
proximity. 

With  the  views  which  I  entertain  on  the  subject, 
I  should  prove  faithless  to  the  hig:h  trust  which 
the  Constitution  has  devolved  upon  me,  if  I  neg- 
lected to  invite  the  attention  of  the  representatives 
of  the  people  to  it,  at  the  earliest  moment  that  a 
due  respect  for  the  Senate  would  allow  me  so  to 
do.  I  should  find,  in  the  urgency  of  the  matter, 
a  sufficient  apology,  if  one  was  wanting,  since 
annexation  is  to  encounter  a  great,  if  not  certain, 
hazard  of  final  defeat,  if  something  be  not  now 
done  to  prevent  it.  Upon  this  point,  I  cannot  too 
impressively  invite  your  attention  to  my  message 
of  the  16tb  May,  and  to  the  documents  which 
accompany  it,  which  have  not  heretofore  been 
made  public.  If  it  be  objected  that  the  names  of 
the  writers  of  some  of  the  private  letters  are  with- 
held, all  I  can  say  is,  that  it  is  done  for  reasons 
regarded  as  altogether  adequate,  and  that  the 
writers  are  persons  of  the  first  rcspectal>ility, and 
citizens  of  Texas,  and  have  such  means  of  obtain- 
ing information  ss  to  entitle  their  sentiments  to 
full  credit.  Norhosonythingoccurred  to  weaken, 
bul  on  the  contrary  much  to  confirm,  my  confi- 
dence in  the  statements  of  General  Jackson,  and 
my  own  statement  made  at  the  close  of  that  mes- 
sage, in  the  belief,  amounting  almost  to  certainty, 
"  that  instructions  have  already  been  given  by 
the  Texan  Government  to  propose  to  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Great  Britain,  forthwith,  on  the  fail- 
ure, (of  the  treaty,)  to  enter  into  a  treaty  of  com- 
merce, and  an  alliance  offensive  and  defensive." 

I  also  particularly  invite  your  attention  to  the 
letter  from  Mr.  Everett,  our  envoy  at  London, 
containing  an  account  of  a  conversation  in  the 
House  of^Lords,  which  ifttely  occurred  between 
Lord  Brougham  and  Lorn  Aoerdecn,  in  relation 
to  the  question  of  annexation.  Nor  can  I  do  so 
without  the  expression  of  some  surprise  at  the 
languoee  the  Minister  ofForeign  Affairs  employed 
upon  tne  occasion.  That  a  kingdom  which  is 
made  of  what  it  now  is,  by  repeated  acts  of  an- 
nexation, beginning  from  the  time  of  the  hep- 
tarchy, and  concluding  with  the  annexation  of 
the  kingdoms  of  Ireland  and  Scotland,  should 
perceive  any  principle,  either  novel  or  serious,  in 
the  late  proceedings  of  the  American  Executive 
in  regard  to  Texas,  is  well  calculated  to  excite 
surprise.  If  it  be  pretended  that,  because  of  com- 
mercial and  political  relations  which  may  exist 
between  two  countries,  neither  has  a  right  to  part 
with  its  sovereignty,  and  that  no  third  Power  can 
change  those  relations  by  a  voluntary  treaty  of 
union  or  annexation,  then  it  would  seem  to  fol- 
low that  an  annexation  to  be  achieved  by  force 
of  arms  in  the  prosecution  of  a  just  and  neces- 
sary war,  could  in  no  way  be  justified;  and  yet 
it  is  to  be  presumed  that  Great  Britain  would  be 
the  last  nation  in  the  world  to  maintain  any  such 
doctrine.  The  commercial  and  political  relations 
of  many  of  the  countries  of  Europe  have  under- 
gone repeated  changes  by  voluntary  treaties,  by 
conquest,  and  by  partitions  of  thei^  territories, 


public  lawl    The  question,  in  this~view  of  it,  can 
be  considered  as  neither  serious  nor  novel. 

I  will  not  permit  myself  to  believe  that  the  Brit- 
ish minister  desired  to  bring  himselfto  any  such 
conclusion;  but  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  be  blind 
to  the  fact,  that  the  statements  contained  in  Mr. 
Everett's  dispatch  are  well  worthy  of  serious 
consideration.  The  Gavernment  and  people  of 
the  United  States  have  never  evinced,  nor  do  they 
feel,  any  desire  to  interfere  in  public  questions  not 
affecting  the  relations  existing  between  the  States 
of  the  American  continent. 

We  leave  the  European  Powers  exclusive  con- 
trol over  matters  affecting  their  continent  and  the 
relations  of  their  different  States. 

The  United  States  claim  a  similar  exemption 
from  any  such  interference  on  their  part.  The 
treaty  with  Texas  was  negotiated  from  consider- 
ations of  a  high  public  policy  influencing  the  con- 
duct of  the  two  Republics.  We  have  treated  with 
Texas  as  an  independent  Power,  solely  with  a 
view  of  bettering  the  condition  of  the  two  coun- 
tries. If  annexation  in  any  form  occur,  it  will 
arise  from  the  free  and  unfettered  action  of  the 
people  of  the  two  countries;  and  it  seems  alto- 
gether becoming  in  me  to  say  that  the  honor  of 
the  country,  the  dignity  of  the  American  name, 
and  the  pcrmanent^interesta  of  the  United  States, 
would  forbid  acquiescence  in  any  such  interfer- 
ence. No  one  can  more  highly  appreciate  the 
value  of  peace  to  both  Great  Britain  and  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  and  the  capacity  of  each  to  do  injury 
to  the  other,  than  myself;  but  peace  can  best  be 
preserved  by  maintaining  firmly  the  rights  which 
belong  to  us  as  an  independent  community. 

So  much  have  I  considered  it  proper  for  me  to 
say,  and  it  becomes  me  only  to  add,  that  while  I 
have'regarded  the  annexation  to  be  accomplished 
by  treaty  as  the  most  suitable  form  in  which  it 
could  be  effected,  should  Congress  deem  it  proper 
to  resort  to  any  other  expedient  compattble  with 
the  Constitution,  and  likely  to  accomplish  the  ob- 
ject, I  stand  prepared  to  yield  my  most  prompt 
and  active  cooperation. 

The  great  question  is  not  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  It  shall  be  done,  but  whether  it  shall  be 
accomplished  or  not. 

The  responsibility' of  deciding  the  question  i« 
now  devolved  upon  you. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washinoton,  Juru  10,  1844. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  moved  that  this  communica- 
tion be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Af- 
fairs, and  that  it  be  printed;  and  called  the  pre- 
vious question. 

Mr.  WELLER  inquired  if  it  would  be  in  order 
to  move  the  printing  of  an  extraordinary  number 
of  copies. 

Mr.  WHITE  objected. 

Mr.  KENNEDY,  of  Maryland,  moved  that 
the  communication  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Messrs.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL,  DROMGOOLE, 
and  others,  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

They  were  ordered;  and  being  taken,  were— 
yeas  66rnay8  118;  as  follows: 

YEA8— MeMn.  Abbot,  Adama,  Baker,  Barnard,  Bren- 
zle,  Jereiniali  Brown,  Butfin^Ion,  Carmll,  Causln,  Chilton, 
Cranston,  Darragh,  Gnrretl  DstIs,  Deberry,  Dickey,  Fish, 
Florence,  Foot,  Glddlnis,  Willis  Green,  Grinncll,  Grider, 
Hale,  Hardin,  Harper,  Hudson,  Washington  Hunt,  Joseph 
R.  Ingersoll,  lrvln,Jenk»,Prrley  B.Johnson,  John  P.Ken- 
nedy, Daniel  P.  King,  Marsh,  Mcllvalnc,  Edward  J.  Morris, 
Morse,  Moseley,  Nes,  Newioii,  Patterson,  Phoenix.  Pol- 
lock, Ellsha  B.  Poller,  Preston,  Ramsey,  Charles  M.Reed, 
Rockwell,  Rodney,  Rogers,  Sample,  Schenck,  Senter,  8ev- 
erence,  Albert  amlth,  Caleb  B.  SnilUi,  Andrew  Stewart, 
Tlir.m!i«snn,  Tlldin.  Tyler,  Vance,  Vanmeler,  Vinton, 
WilliiT.'d,  While,  and  Whillinip— Cli. 

NAYS — MfSiTrt.  Anderson,  Arrincton,  .•\sI)p,  Atkinson, 
Bnvly,  Ilctiloii,  Biillack,  Unwcr,  Bnwlln.  Doyd,  Itrlnkcr- 
hciff,  Bmdhead,  Aaron  V.  Uniwn,  Millon  Brown,  Wllli.-un 
J.  Urowu.  Uiirkc,  Burt,  Caldwfll,  Jeremiah  B.  <;ar>',  Cotlili, 
Reuben  Chapman,  Chappell,  Clinch,  Clinsman,  Clinlon, 
Col>b,  Coles.  Cullom.  Dana,  Daniel,  Richard  D.  Davis.  John 
W.  Davis,  Dawson,  D'-nn,  Dellel,  Dillingham,  Dromgoole, 
Dunlap, Ellis, Elmir,  Farler,  Ficklln,  Foster, French, Gog- 
ghi.  Hamlin,  Hainuicu,  Haralson,  Hays.  Henley,  Herrick, 
Hnhncs,  Hogc,  Hopkins,  Houston,  llubard,  Huhbell, 
Hujlies,  Hungerford,  James  B.  Hunt,  CharlesJ.  Ingcrsoll, 
Jameson,  Cave  Johnson,  George  W.  Jones,  Andrew  Ken- 
mdv.  Preston  Kins,  KIrkpatriek,  Labranchr, Lucas, Lnmp- 
kln,'  Maclay,  Mutlu^ws,  McClelliind,  McConncll,  McDow- 
ell, McKay,  Josepli  Morris,  Murpliy,  Norris,  Owen,  P.ar- 
menter,  Payne,  Emery  D.  Poller,  Prall,  Punly,  Kalhbdn, 
David  S.  RclH,  Reding,  Relfe,  Rhcll.  Killer,  Kiibens,  Knb- 
Insnn,  Rnssell,  Saunders,  Thomas  U.  Scymonr,  David  U 
a-yimiur, Simons,  tsliilell,  John  T.  Smith, Tlionias  hmilh, 
Ro'lierl  Smilh,  SlciMirod,  Jolin  Slewnrt.  Stiles,  r-tone. 
Strong,  Taylor,  Thompson,   Tibbatte,  Tucker,   tVclter, 
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Wentwonh,  Whcalon,  Williams,  Woodwaijl,  Joaeph  A. 
Wright,  and  Yost— 118. 

li  was  not  laid  on  ihe  table. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  molion  of  Mr. 
IIorKiMs,  to  refer  tlie  commnnicntioii  (o  the  Com- 
mittee Oil  Foreii^n  Aflairs,and  to  print;  on  which 
he  hnd  called  the  [irovioiis  question. 

The  previous  question  was  sustained,  and  the 
main  question  ordered  to  be  now  put;  being  to 
refer  and  print. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WELLER  then  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rules,  to  enable  him  to  submit  a  motion  to  print 
fifteen  thousand  extra  copies. 

Mr.  WINTHROP  inquired  whether  a  molion 
to  print  an  extra  number  must  not  neceesarily  lie 
over  one  day  ? 

The  SPEAKER  remarked  that  the  proposition 
of  the  gentleninn  from  Ohio  was  for  a  suspension 
of  the  rule  which  required  that  such  a  motion  lie 
over  one  day. 

Mr.  WHITE  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  motion  to  suspeiui  the  rules;  and  they  were 
ordered  ;and  being  taken,  resulted — yeas  lOt),  nays 
79;  as  follows: 

YKAi^ — Mesurs.  Arringtnn,  Atkinson.  Bayly,  Eilw.ird  J. 
Black,  Bower,  llnwlin,  linyd,  itriiiknrlinif,  liriHllicud, 
Aaron  V.  Hroivn,  iMIlKin  Rrowii,  William  J.  llrown,  Uiiike, 
linn,  Caldwell,  Carlin,  Kenben  C'liapnitin,  Cliuppirii,  Ciiil- 
lon,  Clincli,  Clintnn.  I'obii,  OiIch,  'L'lilloni,  D.itia,  Daniel, 
Jnlni  W.  UavU.Uaivsun,  Di:nn,  Ilrllet,  Urunnjiioie,  Ellis, 
Elmer,  Far!i-e,  Ftcklin,  FO!*lfr,  Freiu'ij,  Oiy^'^lu,  Ilandin, 
Hainnictt,  llanil,(on,  llay^,  llenley,  llolitii.-,*,  Hog'',  Hop- 
fcini',  Houston,  tlubard,  tlulibeil,  Hughes,  lltm^orlord, 
diaries  J.  Jiiecrsidl,  Jarne^ion,  ('ave  Jolinsoii,  Aiidrtnv 
Jolinrion.  Geori;i!  W.  Jones,  .\lidrfw  Kennedy,  Kirkpal- 
riek.   Lnbranche,   l.ncas,   l.ntnpklii,  Maelav,   MatlietVA, 

Met.aiislen,  Mci:lclland,  Mcl;o 11,  McDowell,  .McKay, 

Joseph  .Morri!',  Mnrphy,  Newton,  Norris,  Owen,  I'nrinen- 
ter,  I'ayne,  I'tdioek,  Eli.-^ha  U.  rmtcr,  Emery  D.  i'otler, 
Pnrdy,  Italhhnn,  David  d.  llcid,  Iteding,  Keir,;,  Rhell.  Kil- 
ter, KoberH,  at.  J<dtn,8aniple,SannderM,  Tlionias  ll.isey- 
mrnr,  Slidcll,  Joliii  T.  8rnitli,  Tliunias  Sinitti,  Koberl 
Hniifi,  r^leenrod,  John  Stewart,  Stiles,  Stone,  Taylor, 
Tliomp-'oru'I'ibbatts,  Tucker,  Weller,  Wentwurth,  Wood- 
ward, Jn>epli  A.  Wright,  and  Yost— lOS. 

N.\VH— .Messrs.  Abl)ot,  .\darns,  Atnier?iOn.  Baker,  Bar- 
nard, Uenton,  Bidlaek,  Bren^le,  Jeremiah  Brown,  Buliing- 
tnn.  Jttremi:ili  E.  Cary,  t;arroil.  Causin,  (.'linglnaii,  t.'rans- 
ton,  Darriiyti,  Garrett  Davis,  Kictiard  D.  Davia,  Deberry, 
Dick(rv.  Dillimrhani,  DnnlHp,  Fish,  Florence,  Foot.  IJid- 
dinjs.  Willis  (ireen,  Grinnvll,  Orhler.  Hale,  Hardin,  Uar- 
ler,  llndsini,  Wa;iliin,<Etini  Hunt,  James  11.  Hunt,  Jn>epti 
1.  In^er...nll,  [rvin,  Jenks,  I'erley  B.  Johnson,  John  1*.  Ken- 
nedy, Preston  Kinx,  Daniel  r.  King,  iMcllvaine,  Edward 
J.  Miirris,  Morse,  Moseley.  \c.if,  Patterson.  Piio'iiix.  Pres- 
ton, Karnsey,  Charles  M.  Ifeeil,  lioekwell,  Uodmy,  Uo;;ers, 
Kusscll,  Schetiek,  Senter,  Severance,  Albert  Smith.  (;uleh 
!!■  Smith,  Spence,  Stelaon,  Andrew  Stewart,  Tl)oiim:isoii, 
Tilden,  Tyler,  Vnnee,  Vanineter,  Vinton,  Wetlicred, 
Whcaion,  White,  Williams,  and  Whitbro|)— 79. 

There  not  being  two  thirds,  the  rules  were  not 
BU.'ipended. 

The  SPEAKER  remarked  that  there  were 
other  communicaiions  from  the  Picsident  on  the 
table,  and  the  reading  was  called  for  by  seveial. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSOiV  moved  to  suspend  the  rules 
in  order  to  go  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  ADAMS  askeil.  leave  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions;  which  were  read  for  informa- 
tion: 

RaohM,  That,  by  the  Cnnstltuiinn  of  the  United  States, 
tlie  p<iwer  (d"  declaring  war  is  e.xpres.sly  and  conclnsivclv 
dclesaleil  liy  ihu  people  of  this  Union  to  tlic  Congress  cif 
the  Itnited  States. 

Raotval.  That  any  attempt  by  the  President  nlthc  United 
Stales  10  place  lliein  in  a  stal(>  ol' actual  war  iviih  any  lor- 
cign  nation,  witli  itr  without  liie  advice  and  consent  ol'  the 
Senate,  woidd  be  a  flagrant  u.-iirp.ition  of  the  powers  ex- 
elnsively  di'lesated  to  the  House  ol  llepresentatlves,  and 
ti  i|Uiring  of  tlieni  llic  exercise  of  all  their  constitutiinial 
autliurity  to  vindicate  these  lawful  powers. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  resolutions  were 
not  in  order. 

Mr.  WEiNTWORTH  ond  several  others  called 
for  the  lendiiif;  of  the  me.s.sages. 

Mr.  ADA  .MS  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  to 
enable  him  to  offer  his  lesoluliona. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  moiinn  was  not  in 
order,  there  being  already  pending  a  motion  to 
suspend  the  rules. 

Mr.  BOWLIN  rose  to  a  privileged  question; 
and  ihat  was  to  call  up  the  molion  to  reconsider 
the  vote  on  rejeclin?  Senate  bill  No.  137. 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that  motion  to  be  in 
order. 

Mr.  WHITE  rose  to  a  point  of  order,  and  con- 
tended that  the  motion  to  reconsider  being  a  mo- 
tion under  the  rules,  ihe  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  which  was  to  suspend  all  the 
rules,  should  take  precedence  of  it. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  said  that  the  question  of 
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p  I  oiisiJi  ration  being  an  important  one,  he  would 
withdraw,  his  motion  to  let  it  come  in. 

Mr.  ADAMS  then  said  that  his  motion  to  sus- 
pend the  rules,  in  order  lo  oiTer  his  resolution, 
was  made  before  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Bowlim;]  and  he  therefore 
asked  that  the  question  be  put  on  it  by  yeas  and 
navs. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  ordered,  the  question 
was  put  on  Mr.  Adams's  motion  to  suspend  the 
rules;*and  decided  in  the  iicgalivc — yeas  78,  nays 
108;  as  follows: 

VEA?— .Messrs.  Abbot,  Adams,  Aslic,  Daker,  nnmard, 
Brengle,  Mlltnn  Brown,  Jeremiah  Brown,  Buffin-rtonjt'ar- 
r(dl,  Chilton,  Clinch,  Clingman,  Collamer,  Cranston,  Dar- 
rajtli,  Garrett  Davis,  Rieliard  D.  Davis,  l)eberrv,  D'dlet. 
Diekey,  Dillingham,  Dunlap,  Fish,  Florence,  Foot,  Gid- 
dings,  Goggin,  Willis  Green.  Grlnnell,  Gridcr,  Hardin, 
Harper,  Hudson,  Washingltni  llntit,  Joseph  It..lngersoll, 
Irvin,  Jenks.  Perley  B.  Johnson.  John  P.  Kennedy.  Dan- 
iel P.  King,  Marsh,  Melvalne,  Eilward  J.  Morris,  Morse, 
Moseley,  .Murphy,  Pamnmler,  Phn'ni.T,  Pollock,  Preston, 
Ramsey,  t.'hurles  M.  Keed,  Reding,  Kockwell,  Rodney, 
Rogers,  Sample,  Sclernek,  Senter.  Sr-veranee,  Thoinas 
H.  Seynionr,  Albert  Sinilli.  Caleb  11.  Smith,  Spence,  An- 
drew Stewart,  John  Stewart,  Summers,  Tilden,  Tyler, 
Vance,  Vamueter,  Vinton,  Wetliered,  Whealoa,  White, 
Williams,  ami  Winlhrop — TS. 

\.\VS-^.Mes.sTS.  Anderson,  Arrington,  Atkinson,  Bayly, 
Benton,  Dower,  Bowlin,  Boyd,  Brinkerluiir,  Brodheail, 
Aaron  V.  Brown,  William  J.  Brown,  Burke,  Burt,  Cald- 
well, Catlin,  Reuben  Chapman,  Augustus  A.  C*hapnian, 
ChappeB,  Clinton,  t^ohb,  (.^olcs.  Cms?  t.'ullmn,  Dana,  Dan- 
iel, John  W.  Davis,  Dawson,  Dean,  Dromgonle,  Duncan, 
Elli",  Elmer,  Farlee,  F-'icklin,' Foster,  Freueh,  Byrani  Green, 
Hale,  Haminctt,  Haralson,  Hays,  Henley,  Herriek,  Holmes, 
lioiic,  Hopkins,  Hotiston,  Huliard,  Mubbell,  Hughes,  Hun- 
gt.-rford,  James  B.  Hunt,  Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  Jameson, 
C.ave  Johni;on,  Andrew  John.son,  Gi'orge  W.  JiMies,  .An- 
dretv  Kennedy,  Preston  King,  l\lrkpatriek,  i.abnmche, 
Leomird,  Eneas,  Lumpkin, Maclay,  .Mather's,  McClelland, 
.McChrrnand,  McConnell,  AleDowell,  .McKay,  Newton, 
Xorris,  (Jwen,  Payne,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Emerv  D.  Potter, 
Purdy,  David  S.  Keid,  Kclfe,  Rhett.  Rlltcr,  Roberts,  Rob- 
inson, Rus.sell,  St.  John,  Saumlers,  David  L.  Seymour, 
Simons,  .Simp.^on,  Slidell,  JohnT.  .^mith,  Thomas  Smith, 
Robert  Smith,  Stoenrod,  Stiles,  Stone,  .Sirons,  Taylor, 
Thompson,  Tibballs,  Tucker,  Welicr.  Wenlworth,  Wood- 
ward, Joseph  A.  Wriglit,  and  Vosl. — lOH. 

So  the  rules  were  not  suspended. 
MINKR.M,  LANDS. 

Mr.  HOGE  called  up  the  molion  to  reconsider 
the  vole  on  rejecting  the  bill  to  authorize  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  the  re- 
served lend  mines  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  and 
Territories  of  Iowa  and  Wisconsin,  to  be  sold. 

Mr.  SAMPLE  said  he  also  rose  ton  privileged 
question.  He  moved  to  suspend  the  rules,  to 
enable  the  Speaker  to  lay  before  the  House  the 
messages  on  his  table. 

The' SPEAKER  decided  that  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana  was  not  in  order,  and 
that  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Illinois 
[l\Ir.  Hocr.]  was  the  pentling  question. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa,  observed  that  when  the 
motion  for  the  reconsideration  of  the  bill  named 
by  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  was  made,  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  C.  Joii.vson] 
moved  lo  lay  that  motion  on  the  table.  If  the 
gentleman  would  withdraw  his  motion,  he  had 
an  amendment  to  the  bill,  which,  he  thought, 
would  remove  all  nbjeclirdis  to  it. 

Mr.  C.  JOHN.SON  withdrew  his  motion  to  lay 
the  question  of  reconsi^ration  on  the  table. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  DODGE,  of 
Iowa, 

Mr.  HOPKINS  moved  the  previous  question; 
which  being  seconded,  the  motion  for  reconsid- 
eration was  agreed  to  under  its  operation — ayes 
78,  noes  51. 

This  decision  bringing  the  bill  up  before  the 
House, 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa,  olTered  an  amondmeni, 
providing  that  in  all  lands  in  which  lend  oroihcr 
minerals  have  been,  or  may  be,  discovcreil,  the- 
minimum  price,  either  at  public  or  private  sale, 
shall  be  five  dollars  per  acre.  The  amendment 
also  providing  that  the  bill  shall  not, in  any  way, 
interfere  with  the  outstanding  leases. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  eallet)  for  the  reading  of 
the  bill;  and  it  was  read  accordingly. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa,  then  explained  the  pur- 
port and  objects  of  his  amendment,  and  called 
for  the  reading  of  a  portion  of  the  debate  on  this 
subject,  which  took  place  in  the  Senate  in  18:37. 
This  being  read  by  the  Clerk,  he  went  on  and 
.■spoke  at  great  length,  concluding  with  a  motion 
for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  BARNARD  desired  to  offer  an  amendment 
by  way  of  nn  addiiionni  section;  and  it  was  read 
for  the  information  of  the  House. 


The  SPEAKER  then  put  the  question  on  sec- 
onding the  demand  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  HOGE  called  for  tellers;  and  Messrs. 
Gr.iiEV  and  Bt  rki:  were  appointed;  and  they  re- 
porled — ayes  (;5,  lines  50. 

So  there  was  a  second. 

The  main  question  was  also  ordered  to  be  now 
I>ut;  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Dodge,  of 
Iowa,  was  agreed  lo;  and  the  question  recurred  on 
the  engrossment  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  STEWART,  of  Connecticut,  called  for 
the  yeas  and  nays;  and  they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  B.VRNARD  rose  to  make  some  obserra- 
tions. 

Mr.  IMcCLERNANDcallcd  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  to  order,  debate  being  outof  order, as 
the  previous  question  had  been  sustained  by  tlie 
House. 

Mr.  RATHBUN  moved  lo  lay  the  bill  on  Ihe 
table;  and  on  that  motion  he  called  for  the  yca> 
and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  PlOPKINSappcaled  to  thegenlleman  from 
New  York  lo  withdraw  his  motion,  as  it  might 
cause  the  vote  to  be  taken  twice  on  laying  on 
the  table,  and  on  the  engrcssment  of  the  bill, 
when  one  vote  (the  latter)  wi  uld  answer  CTery 
jiurpose. 

Mr.  R.tTiiBUN  did  not  adopt  the  suggestion. 

The  vote  was  taken;  and  resulted — yeas  67, 
nays  98.    « 

So  the  bill  was  not  laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  ihird  rending. 

Alr.WENTWORTH  moved  the  prev- 

lion  on  the  passage  of  the  bill;  and  on 
the  demand    for   the    previous  questuM  . 
were  called  for. 

Messrs.  WiN'TiiBop  and  McClernamd  were 
appoiiiied;  and  they  reported — seventy-eight  in 
the  aRirmntive. 

So  there  was  a  second;  and  the  main  qucstioa 
was  ordered  to  be  now  put. 

On  the  question  of  its  passage,  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  called  for;  and  being  ordered,  resulted 
— yeas  yi,  nays  71. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

SURVEY  OF  SAC  AND  FOX  TRACT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BOWLIN,  the  motion  for 
reconsideration  of  the  vote  by  which  the  bill  for 
the  repeal  of  an  act  respecting  the  sorrcy  of  a 
tract  of  land  formerly  in  the  occupation  of  the 
.Sac  and  Fox  Indians  was  pa.s.>H:d,  was  taken  up, 
and  adopted. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa, appealed  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Missouri  to  withdraw  the  previous 
question,  that  he  might  be  heard  on  a  subject 
which  was  one  of  much  interest  to  a  larg»  ajrd 
highly  respectable  portion  of  his  constituents. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Indiana,  also  appeali-d  lothe 
gentleman  from  Missouri  [Mr.  Bowlin]  to  with- 
draw his  motiim  for  the  previous  question,  statinj 
that  he  (Mr.  B.)  had  made  the  molion  expressly 
that  the  Delegate  from  Iowa  might  be  heard  oo 
the  subject. 

Mr.  BOWLIN  consented. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa,  thanked  the  gpntlenaa 
from  Missouri  for  his  courtesy.  Hefelt  ihcmors 
llinnkful  for  an  opportunity  to  express  his  views 
on  the  subject  of  iliis  bill,  becnuf  e  of  the  circum 
stances  under  which  it  hnd  passetl.  They  were 
these:  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Bsowk] 
was  instructed  by  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Claims  lo  report  the  bill  to  the  House,  with  a 
recommendation  that  it  pass.  Mr.  D.  of  course, 
supposed  that  it  would,  like  all  similar  bills,  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  whert 
it  could  be  discussed;  but  what  was  hisastonisfa- 
menl  when  he  found  that  the  gentleman  had,  at 
the  time  of  reporting  the  bill,  put  it  on  it 
and  that  it  had  actually  passed.'     Hew 

diately  to  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  ; , 

the  reasons  wliich  had  induced  him  to  act  tlius 
prccipitntelv.  • 

Mr.  BROWN, of  Indiana,  stated  that  he  did  so 
attlieinsianceof  the  friends  of  the  bill,  and  wilh- 
onl  thinkin;;  of  his  [Mr.  D.'s]  desire  tn  '      ' — ' 
bef  )re  the  House  on  the  snbjeet;niid  th.--- 
promptly  move  a  reconsiuerniion;  wlie 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa,  would  imi  compiain  of 
the  course  of  his  friend  frOm  Indiana;  for  although 
he  had  pressed  this  matter  with  mon- haste  than 
was  usual,  he  stilt  seemed  disposed  lo  give  him 


tne  privilege  01  ucing  neara.  i  nc  uiii  now  unaer 
consideration  |>rp8rnts  one  of  the  moat  extraordi- 
nary instances  ofvcraalility  in  legislation  that  he 
had  eTcr  known.  At  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
he  had  presented  n  number  of  petitions  from  his 
consitueiits,  pniying  Congress  to  rerun  and  cor- 
rectly establish  the  northern  boundary  of  t}iis 
half-breed  tract,  which  was  urderstood,  ever 
since  Lieutenant  Lee's  report  in  1838,  to  have 
been  iiiciirreclly  niid  liadly  done.  These  petitions 
had  been  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, and  by  that  committee  placed  in  charge  of 
a  gentleman  from  Kenucky,  [Mr.  Davh,]  then 
and  now  a  member  of  ibis  House.  That  gentle- 
man h:td  made  a  report  upon  lliem,  accompanied 
by  a  bill,  which  became  a  law  on  the  3d  day  of 
March  lu.st.  This  report  Mr.  D.  would  send  to 
the  Clerk,'  and  ask  that  it  might  be  read  for  the 
inforinnt ion  of  the  House. 

The  Clerk  read,  us  follows: 

The  Cnnuuiitee  on  tiMi  Juiticiary,  to  whom  wa«  referred 
the  inetnormi!*  ursiiiulry  citizeiu  ot  the  Territory  of  luwa, 
liraymi;  tSoiign^sn  in  e.Htal>tli<li.  niid  to  cation  to  be  (<urveyed, 
the  nortlieni  b«)utidary  Ihio  ol  tlu*  re^crvnlloii  ol  the  treaty 
ol  4th  y\ii;il'<t,  Id-iM,' heiwceii  the  United  Suites  and  the 
Hae  mid  Pox  tribes  of  Indians,  for  the  u^e  of  the  lialf-brcedi^ 
nf  those  nations,  have  examined  Uie  subject,  and  beg  leave 
to  report : 

Thilt  position  is  given  lo  tlie  iiortheni  line  of  said  reser- 
vation by  the  foUtiivnig  clause  in  naid  treaty : 

"  The  Sac  and  Fox  ulbes  or  naUoiis  of  Indians,  Iiy  their 
deputHllons  in  council  ti!i:icmbtctl,  do  hereby  B^rpe,lncon- 
siderntioii  of  ecrlQli:  9uni.s  of  inoiicy,  8lc.,  to  he  paid  to  Ihe 
said  Sai;  and  Fox  tribes  by  tlie  Government  of  Itie  United 
Stales,  as  hereinafter  stipulated,  to  cede  and  forever  quit 
einiui  umo  the  Uiiileil  ijtates  all  right,  tiUi.',  Interest,  and 
elaini,  to  ilie  land:*  which  the  said  Sacs  and  Foxes  linve,or 
claim,  within  the  limit:,  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  whicli  are 
situat*^,  1)  in;',  and  being  bf^twcen  ihelMlssissippi  and  Mis- 
•ouri  rivers  and  a  iln*^  running  from  tlie  .Missouri,  at  tin:en- 
traitcc  of  tite  Kaunas  river,  nortii  one  liundrcd  miles,  to  the 
uorthwest  ennier  of  liic  :4tntpof  Missouri,  and  from  thcneo 
cast  lo  tlic  Mississippi!  Ic  licing  onderstood  tlial  tlie  small 
tract  of  land  lying  between  the  rivers  lies  Moines  and  the 
Missi::s]ppi,  and  ilie  section  of  the  abovt;  linu  between  the 
MUisLssippi  and  Uie  I>e<.  Moines,  is  int<^ndc-d  for  the  use  of 
the  halt-bieeiis  bclonzin^f  totheSacand  Foxpfttions;  they 
holdliij  It,  iiowu'vcr,  bv  ihe  sauie  title,  and  in  the  aaiuc 
manner,  tiiut  oilier  Indian  tit!es  or:  iieid." 

So  far  as  ibis  article  bears  upon  the  matter  referred  to  the 
couitnitiee,  it  is  noi  only  unambigunu.-*,  liui  U  is  too  explicit 
lo  admit  of  construction.  To  give  itje  language  dufiiUng 
this  northeiii  line  the  only  nicanlng  wliicti  it  can  possibly 
carr}-,  tliat  seclioii  or  a  line  beginning  nt  ttje  point  wliieh 
was  then  known  and  recugiilzed  to  l>e  the  luirUiwcsiern 
corner  of  tlie  State  ol  Missouri,  and  running  due  cost  until 
It  strilc<»  the  Mississippi  river,  wliicli  lies  b<>twcen  that 
streaiii  and  the  Des  Aloines,  is  ttie  nortliern  boundary  of 
tills  reservation.  Such  is  the  clear  provision  ot  Uie  treaty ; 
and  ail  that  can  Ite  done  witliout  infringing  it,  is  to  survey 
and  deroark  tlie  Hue  aoiprdingly.  To  effect  tills,  your  eoiu- 
iDittee  ask  leave  tu  report  a  bill. 

The  bill  accompanying  this  report,  as  before 
remarked,  became  a  law.  The  provisions  of  that 
law,  if  they  had  been  carried  into  effect,  were  all 
that  his  cuiisiituenlj  asked.  At  the  annunciation 
of  its  passage  their  hearts  had  been  made  to  leap 
with  joy.  i'hey  saw,  or  thought  they  saw,  ot 
last,  an  opportunity  of  becoming  the  owners  of 
the  lands  upon  which  many  of  them  have  so  long 
resided.  Uut  it  proved  a  delusive  hope!  The 
speculators  who  had  got  possession  of  this  land 
had  influence  enough  lo  prevent  the  rerunning  of 
the  line,  the  Secretary  of  War  deciding  that  it 
could  not  be  done,  because  no  specie  appropria- 
tion had  been  made  for  the  purpose;  although 
topographical  and  other  surveyors  had  been  or- 
dered, without  any  special  appropriations,  up  lo 
and  beyond  the  Rocky  Mountains.  Mr.  D.'s  con-, 
slituents  had  cherished  the  hope  that  this  difiicully 
would  be  removed  by  Congreas  muking  the  ncces- 
sory  appropriations  for  running  (he  line  in  ques- 
tion at  the  present  session ^  but  in  this  iuseemcd 
they  were  again  doomed  to  disappointment.  The 
low  itself  was  to  be  repenled.  And  for  whom.' 
ond  at  whose  insiancc  >  For  the  beni'fit  of  Heart- 
less speculators,  who,  not  coiilent  *ith  swindling 
and  cheating — as  in  many  instances  he  knew  they 
hod — the  poor  half-breeds,  were  now  throttling 
the  Goveriiinent  to  prevent  it  from  rec!aiining  the 
posscsaiou  of  its  property,  which,  by  an  error  of 
the  compa.sB,  was  now  placed  .under  the  coiilrol 
of  the  parsons  to  whom  he  alluded. 

This  is  n  cose  of  the  cmpiri.-  Stale,  New  York, 
and  Missouri,  against  the  Territory  of  Iowa; 
thirty-six  and  seven  are  forty-three  presidential 
votes,  against  none;  and,  if  stated  in  court,  would 
be,  the  New  York  and  St.  Louis  speculators  v«. 
the  squattiTS  in  Iowa. 

Mr.  D.  then  went  into  a  history  of  the  line  in 
question,  and  of  its  connection  with  Sullivan's 
hue.     He  reiid  fr^m  Mr.  Albert  Miller  Lea's  re- 


port, as  commiasiuiier  lor  BBceniuriin^  ine  Buutn- 
ern  boundary  of  Iowa,  House  document  No. 
128,  third  session  of  the  Twenty-Seventh  Con- 
gress, ae  follows: 

"  The  line,  as  surveyed  by  Colooel  Sullivan,  (In  ISlC.) 
Is  delineated  on  the  acconipanyiiig  map;  and  Uic  field 
notes  are  in  the  office  of  ilie  surveyor  general  at  St.  Lou  is. 
It  begins  on  the  Missouri  river,  ofiposlte  to  Uie  moutli  of 
Kansas  river,  and  runs  thence  one  hundred  miles  north, 
and  thence  due  east,  aocor(tin<i  to  the  fieid  notes,  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  and  a  half  miles,  to  the  Dcs  Moines  river; 
but subsequeutsurveysliave  shown  that  the  general  course 
of  this  hue  is  norlii  of  east,  amounting  at  the  east  end  to 
two  and  a  half  degrees  ;  tiie  error  iiaviiig  arisen  from  want 
of  proper  car^in  making  corrections  for  the  varlaUou  of  tJic 
needle." 

Mr. D. exhibited  Lea'smap,and  showed  where 
the  (rue  line  would  fall,  and  that  somefifly-seven 
or  sixty  thousand  acres  of  land  now  within  this 
tract,  would  be  made  public  land,  whicli,  at  the 
lowest  price,  would  bring  the  Government 
475,000.  He  then  reod  the  following  extract 
from  the  treaty  of  August  4,  1824,  which  he  con- 
tended was  the  governing  article  on  the  subject  of 
this  boundary  line. 

"AoT.  1.  The  ?ac  and  Fox  tribes  or  nations  of  Indians, 
hy  their  deputations  In  council  assembled,  do  hereby  agree, 
in  consideraUon  of  certain  sums  nf  money,  Aic«,  to  l>e  paid 
to  the  said  Sac  and  Fox  tribes  by  Uic  (rovernnieiit  of  tiie 
Untied  States,  as  hereinafter  stipulated,  to  cede  and  forever 
quit  claim,  and  do,ln  behalf  of  tiielrsaid  tiibes  or  nations, 
hereby  cede,  relinquish,  and  forever  quit  claim,  unti,  tlie 
United  States,  all  rigiit,  UUe,  interest,  and  claim  to  tlie 
lands  which  the  said  Sue  and  Fox  tribes  have  or  claim 
wilhin  the  limits  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  wliieh  are  situ- 
ated, lying,  unri  being  between  the  Mississippi  and  Mis- 
souri rivers,  ami  a  line  running  from  the  Missouri,  nt  tlie 
entrance  of  Kansas  river,  nnrtii  one  hundred  miles,  td  the 
northwest  comer  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  and  from  tiience 
east  to  the  Mississippi ;  It  being  understood  that  the  small 
tmct  of  land  lying  between  tlie  rivers  Oes  Moines  and  tiie 
Mississippi,  and  tile  section  of  tlie  above  line  between  the 
Mississipjd  and  the  Des  Moines  Is  intended  for  liie  use  of 
tile  Imirbreeds  belonging  to  ilic  said  Sac  and  Fox  naUons ; 
they  iiolding  it,  however,  by  ihe  same  title,  and  iu  the  same 
manuer,  that  other  Indian  Uties  are  lield." 

Mr.  D.  scouted  the  idea  which  was  advanced 
in  the  report  accompanying  this  bill  from  the 
Senate,  that  the  Tendccs  of  tlie  half-breeds  hod  a 
vested  right  to  the  lands  embraced  within  the 
present  recognized  line.  They,  ns  purchasers, 
liadarighl  to  all  thclands  south  of  an  east  ^wiiich 
ulvoys  meant  a  duo  east)  line  from  the  point  one 
hundred  miles  north  of  the  mouth  of  the  Kansas 
river,  and  between  the  Des  Moines  and  Missis- 
sippi rivers,  and  not,  in  bis  humble  eslimution, 
to  any  more. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Davis,] 
who  was  now  present,  would  bear  him  witness 
that  he  had  not  expressed  ony  opinion  or  wish 
concerning  this  line  until  after  the  report  and  bill 
were  before  the  House  during  the  last  Congress; 
but  now  that  the  hopes  and  expectations  of  his 
constituents  residing  on  the  upper  part  of  this 
tract  of  land 'hod  been  excited  with  ilie  prospect 
of  obtaining  a  title  to  their  homes  from  the  Qot- 
crnment  of  their  country,  he  felt  that  he  would 
be  recreant  to  his  duty,  were  his  voice  not  to  be 
raised  in  their  behalf.  He  trusted,  now  that  the 
House  was  in  possession  of  the  facts,  that  the 
motion  to  reconsi<ler  would  prevail,  and  ihe  law 
of  the  3d  of  March  lost  would  not  be  repealed. 

Mr.  RATH  BUN  made  some  remarks  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  reconsideration,  and  in  favor  of  the 
bill;  after  which 

Mr.  HOPKINS  moved  the  previous  question; 
which  was  seconded  by  the  House. 

The  main  question  being  ordered,  it  was  taken, 
and  decided  in  the  negative. 

B ARBORS  AND  RIVERS. . 

A  message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States  was  delivered  by  John  Ttleb,  jr.,  return- 
ing to  the  House  of  Reprcseiitalivcs  the  bill  mak- 
ing appropriations  for  the  improvement  of  certain 
harbors  and  rivers,  with  the  President's  objec- 
tions. 

The  message  having  been  rend, 

Mr.  SEYMOUR,  of  New  York,  said  he  pre- 
sumed it  was  not  the  intention  of  the  House  to 
enter,  at  this  time,  upon  the  consideration  of  the 
very  important  questions  presented  by  the  mes- 
sage of  the  President,  which  had  just  been  rend, 
nor  to  decide  again  upon  the  merits  of  the  bill  to 
which  the  message  referred.  He  therefore  moved 
that  the  message  be  entered  upon  the  Journal  of 
the  House,  and  that  the  House  do,  on  Thursday 
next,  at  twelve  o'clock,  at  noon,  proceed  lo  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  and  message;  and  upon 
I  this  he  moved  the  previous  question. 


ivir,  \j.  jKjn.i.^o'jvi  reierrea  to  ine  clause  ot 
the  Constitution  which  directs  that  when  a  bill 
shall  be  returned  to  that  branch  of  Congress  in 
which  it  originated,  with  the  President^  objec- 
tions, the  objections  shall  forthwith  be  entered 
on  the  Journal,  and  the  House  shall  proceed  to 
reconsider  the  bill. 

After  some  conversation  between  Mr.  BAR* 
NiVRD  and  others,  in  which  Mr.  Barnand  de- 
sired Mr*.  Sr.TMouR,  of  New  York,  tp  withdraw 
the  motion  for  the  previous  question, 

Mr.  SEYMOUR,  of  New  York,  assented,  pro- 
vided Mr.  Barnard  would  renew  it. 

Mr.  BARNARD  declined. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR,  of  New  York,  said  the  mo- 
tion which  he  had  made,  he  believed,  was  in  strict 
conformity  with  the  precedents  which  might  be 
found  in  the  former  proctice  of  the  House.  He 
called  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  BARNARD  claimed  the  floor,  on  the 
ground  that  he  had  addressed  the  Choir,  and  been 
recognized,  before  the  previous  question  was  de- 
manded. 

After  some  conversation  upon  this  point, 

Mr.  BARNARD  gave  way;  and  the  previous 
question  was  sccoiulcd,  and  the  main  question 
ordered  to  be  now  put. 

A  question  arose  as  to  what  the  main  question 
really  was. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore  (Mr.  Botd  in  the 
chair)  decided  that  the  question  would  be  on  tlie 
postponement  of  the  consideration  of  the  mesaaga 
until  Thursday. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  dissented  from  this  opin- 
ion of  the  Chair,  and  took  an  appeal. 

Mr.  WHITE  also  denied  the  correctncsa  of 
the  decision. 

After  some  conversation  upon  this  point,  (tha 
Speaker  having  resumed  the  occupancy  of  tbo 
choir,) 

The  SPEAKER  concurred  with  the  opinions 
expressed  by  Messrs.  Dromooole  and  WniTEt 
that  the  question  would  be  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  OS  directed  by  the  Constitution — a  majority 
of  two  thirds  being  required  lo  pass  the  bill  in 
opposition  to  the  objections  of  the  President. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
vote  by  which  the  main  question  was  ordered  to 
be  now  put. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR,  of  New  York,  called  the  at- 
tention of  the  Chair  to  the  fact  that  the  previous 
occupant  of  the  chair  [Mr.  Boto]  had  decided 
that  the  main  question  would  be  upon  the  post- 
ponement of  the  consideration  of  the  message 
and  bid;  ond  that  it  was  upon  the  faith  of  that 
decision  that  he  had  moved  the  prevous  question; 
and  he  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider would  prevail.  The  motion  which  he  had 
made  was  in  strict  conformity  to  the  precedent 
established  by  the  House. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  reconsidering 
the  vote  hy  which  the  main  question  was  ordered; 
and  decided  in  the  negative — ayes  forty-four;  noes 
not  counted. 

The  SPEAKER  then  said  that  the  next  ques- 
tion would  be,  "  Shall  the  bill  pass,  notwithstand- 
ing the  President's  objections?"  ond  the  Consti- 
tution required  the  yeos  and  nays  on  it. 

The  question  wos  then  taken  on  the  passage  of 
the  bill,  by  yeas  and  noys;  and  decided  in  the 
negative — there  not  being  two  thirds  voting  in  the 
afilrmativc — yeas  103,  nays  84;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Abbott,  Adams,  Anderson,  Ashe,  Baker, 
Barnard,  Milton  Brown,  Wiiiiam  J.  Brxiwn,  Jeremiah 
Brown,  Bufflngton,  Jeremiah  E.  Cary,  Carroll,  Catlin, 
Causin,  Chilton,  Clinch,  Coilnmcr,  Cranston,  Dana,  Dar- 
t«gh,Oarretl  Davis,  Kicltnrd  D.  Davis.  Dean,  Dellet,  Dickey, 
Douglas,  Ellis,  Elmer,  Fish,  Florence,  Foot,  Foster,  Oid- 
dlng',  Cng3ln,  Byram  tirecn.Orider,  Hardin,  Harper,  Hays, 
Herrick,  llubbidl,  Hudson,  Washington  Hunt,  Charles  J. 
Ingersoll,  Joseph  it.  Ingersoii,  Irvlo,  Jenks,  Pcriey  B.  John-  • 
son,  John  P.  Kennedy,  Prc.-lon  King,  Daniel  P.  Khig, 
Leonard,  Lvon,  Marsh,  McCausien,  McClelland,  Mcll- 
vaine,  Edwiird  J.  Morris,  Morse,  Moseiey,  Patterson,  Phoa- 
nix,  Pollock,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Eincry  D.  Potter,  Prstt, 
Preston,  Pnrdy,  Ramsi-y, Charles  M.  Heed,  Robinson,  Rock- 
well, Rodney,  Rogers,  (Iusseil,St.  John,  Sample,  Sclltnck, 
Senter,  Severance,  David  L.  Seymour,  Albert  SmiUl,  John 
T.  Sinitii,  Caleb  B.  Smitli,  Spenee,  Stspliens,  Stetson, 
Andrew  Stewart,  Strung,  Suniiners,  Sykes,  Thooiaason, 
Tibbntts,  Tilden,  Tvler,  Vance,  Vnnmetcr,  Vinton,  Went- 
wortli,  Wlieaton,  White,  Wintiirop,  and  Vost— 103. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Arringtnn,  Atkinson,  B:irringer,  Bayly, 
nenton,  Bldlack,  Edward  J.  Black,  James  Biaek.  BowUn, 
Boyd,  Brengle,  Brodliead,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Burke,  Burt, 
Caldwell,  Campbell,  AugustiH.*.  Cliapnian,  Reuben  Chap 
roan,  Cliappell,  Cilnginan,  Cobb,  Coles,  Coilom,  Daniel, 
Jolm  VV.  Davis,  Dawson,  J)eberry,  Dillingham,  Dromgoole, 
Farlee,  Flcklin,  French,  Hale,  Haounett,  Ilonlson,  Uenlcy, 
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Iln;e,  Ilniiliins,  Houfinn,  Ilubaril,  Huj(lie«,  lluiijtcrrord, 
Janicflj.  Hum.  Cavn  Johnfon,  Andrew  Johnfon^  George 
W.JonPs,  Klikpairkk,  Lnbranohr,  I.iicas,  l.uinpkln.  Ma- 
rlay,  McCliTnaiiil,  Mct'oiiiii'll.  Mcllcmcll.  MrKay,  New- 
loll,  Noriis,  Owsii,  I'iiniiL'mpr,  I'nvne,  Itatliliiin,  Davlit  S. 
Usid,  RidUiy,  K'Mfe,  Rhell,  lllliir,  liiibi'rts,  Saunders, 
TlHini.'L'i  li.  r^eviiiotir,  Hliiinn?*,  Siiiiiison.  SUdcll.  Tiiomaj 
(<inilli,Koliorlsriiltli,Sli'i'nriid.JoliiiSH'\vart,!«tilcF,  Slnni', 
Tiickitr.  Weller,  \V'iUlaaii«,  Woodward,  and  Ju-sepli  A. 
Wriglil— S4. 

So  the  bill  was  rcj<;cle<l. 

NAVV  PENSION  BILL. 

On  mouon  of  Mr.  BRENGLE,  ihe  House  re- 
solvud  itst'lf  into  n  Comniitlee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  stnte  of  ihp  Union,  (Mr.  Hamlin  in  tlicclmir.) 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  moved  to  take  up  llie  bill 
in  cstnbliiih  ix  imval  depot  ut  Memphis,  Teniies- 
■ce. 

Mr.  McKAY  said  there  was  an  appropriation 
bill  on  the  table,  which  had  the  prelercnce  over 
all  other  bills,  mid  he  would  move  to  take  it  up; 
being;  the  bill  m.-ikiii;;  apjuopriuiioiis  for  the  pay- 
ment of  Navy  penHinns  for  the  year  Itilo. 

Mr.  C.JOHNSON  acquiesced  in  the  motion  of 
the  gcntlcmnn  from  North  Carolina,  saying  he 
would  move  to  take  up  the  Memphis  depot  bill, 
when  the  appropriation  bill  was  disposed  of. 

The  Navy  pension  opproprialion  bill  was  then 
taken  up  nnd  read. 

Mr.  PAllM ENTER  offered  an  amendment 
appropriating  §18,000  for  arrears  of  privateer  pen- 
sions which  liave  not  been  paid  in  consoquence  of 
the  exhaustion  of  the  privateer  pension  fund  by 
Ihe  previous  legislation  of  Congress. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  VANCE  olTerod  an  amendment  appropri- 
ating gl05,00U  to  pay  for  the  improvements  of  the 
Wyandoit  Indians,  in  accordance  with  the  treaty 
of  Sandusky,  of  August  25,  1842. 

Mr.  C.  JOHHSON  objected  ihui  the  amend- 
ment wns  not  in  order. 

The  CHAIRMAN  decided  that  the  amendment 
was  not  in  order,  it  having  no  connection  wuh  the 
bill  before  the  House. 

The  bill  was  laid  aside,  to  be  reported. 

NAVAL  DEPOT  AT  MEMPHIS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  C.  JOHNSON,  the  com- 
mittee next  took  up  the  bill  establishing  a  naval 
depot  at  Memphis,  Tennessee. 

Mr.  HAMMETTsoid  he  regretted  very  much 
that  a  severe  headache  would  pri.'vent  him  from 
addressing  the  committee  this  evening;  and  he 
hoped  the  friends  of  the  bill  would  consent  to  its 
being  informally  laid  aside  till  to-morroxy.  He 
pledged  himself  then  to  call  ilu|),and  go  on  with  it. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  suggested  that,  if  the  bill 
was  reported  to  the  House,  the  gentleman  could 
be  heard  on  it  before  taking  the  question;  and  ho 
was  Burc  that  that  privilege  would  not  be  denied 
him. 

Mr.  HAMMETT  replied  that  there  was  an 
amendment  pending  which  he  wished  to  discuss; 
and  thegenileman  knew  that  all  amendments  were 
discussed  in  Committee  of  ihe  Whole.  He  again 
urged  upon  the  friends  of  the  bill  to  lay  it  aside 
iniurmiilly  till  to-morrow. 

Sfime  conversalion  followed. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  moved  to  postpone  the  further 
consideration  of  the  bill,  and  take  up  the  next  one 
on  the  Calendar. 

The  question  was  put  on  the  postponement 
moved  by  Mr.  Houston,  and  rejected. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  a-sidc,  to  be  reported. 

Mr.  MURPHY  moved  that  the  committee  toke 
U)i  the  bill  (No.  285)  to  provide  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  an  assistant  collector  ot  Brooklyn,  New 
York. 

The  motion  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  moved  that  the  committee 
lake  tip  the  graduation  and  preemption  bill. 

This  motion  being  rejected,- 

Mr.  BRENGLE  moved  thatthe  committee  take 
up  Senote  bill  No.  114,  being  "  An  act  assenting 
to  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Virginia  entiU'd  an 
act  to  amend  the  act  incorporating  the  Chesapeake 
and  Ohio  Canal  Company." 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  moved  that  the  committee 
take  up  Senate  bill  No.  365,  being  a  bill  amend- 
atory of  the  actio  provide  for  liquidating  and  pay- 
ing certain  claims  of  the  Slate  of  Virginia,  ap- 
proved July  5,  1852. 

Mr.  CABdPBELL  moved  that  the  committee 


take  up  the  Senate  bill  No.  Sfi,  being  "  An  act  to 
extend  the  charters  of  the  District  banks." 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Indiana,  moved  to  take  up 
the  Cumberland  rond  bill. 

The  CHAIRMAN  put  the  question  first  on  the 
motion  of  the   gentleman    from  Virginia,   [Mr. 
Dromgoole,]  and  it  wua  negatived. 
DISTRICT  BANKS. 

The  CH.MRMAN  put  the  quc^iion  on  the  mo- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr. 
Campbell.] 

Tellers  were  called  for,  and  Mcssr*.  Grinn'ell 
and  Vinton  were  oppointed;  and  having  taken 
the  vote,  th<;y  reported — ayes  71,  noes  47. 

So  the  committee  took  up  the  bill  from  Ihe 
Senate  entitled  "  An  act  to  extend  the  charters  of 
the  District  banks." 

Tlicf  Clerk  ri'.id  the  bill  at  length;  and  having 
again  read  the  first  section, 

Mr.  GARY,  of  Maine,  obtained  the  floor;  but 
gave  way  for 

Mr.  TUCKER,  who  submitted  a  substitute  for 
the  entire  bill,  which  was  read  by  the  Clerk  for 
the  information  of  the  comniiitee. 

Mr.  GARY, ofMaine, then  proceeded  toaddrcss 
the  committee;  and  in  the  course  of  his  speech  he 
gave  a  history  of  the  proceedings  of  the  District 
banks,  spoke  generally  of  the  evil  iiilluences  and 
octs  of  the  banks  aiul  the  banking  system,  and 
opposed  the  rechaiter  of  these  banks  by  the  bill 
before  the  committee.  « 

Mr.  CAUSIN  addressed  the  committee  in  fa- 
vor'of  the  bill,  making  n  very  strenuous  appeal 
to  the  JM.sticeof  the  House  on  behalfof  the  banks. 

Mr.  HOLMES  rose,  he  said,  in  behnlfofa  suf- 
fering Democracy.  [A  laugh.)  Yes,  a  suffering 
Democracy  within  this  ten  miles  square.  He  de- 
picted the  injury  that  was  inflicted  upon  the  labor- 
ing classes  of  this  Dtslrict  by  the  suspension  of 
the  banks  two  years  ago,  when  it  was  proposed 
to  permit  their  charters  to  expire.  Refuse  to  re- 
charter  the  banks,  and  you  place  the  people  of 
this  District  in  the  hands  of  brokers,  who  extract 
from  their  hard  earnings  by  the  process  of  double 
loaning. 

M  r.  PRATT  offered  the  foUowing.as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  pending  amendment: 
An  act  auUiorizhig  itie  bu^lnes?  of  banking  In  the  District 
ot  Coltiiiibia. 

Skc.  I.  Any  individual  or  a^gociallon  may  d(*po«j|  In 
the  olTice  of  llic  Secretary  of  the  Tr<>a.siiry,  mocks  of  the 
Unlti^d  Statr;s  bearing  an  tiilcrefil  of  not  lejss  than  live  per 
eent.,  to  be  lieldintru^tlortlie  paynientol>ueh  obligations 
a.-*  may  be  registered  and  connler.>igiied  by  llie  Treasury 
Department,  on  account  of  any  .sucli  individual  or  astioela- 
tion. 

tJEC.  2.  Tlin  t^pcrclary  of  the  Treasury — upon  the  filing 
of  a  cortincaleoran  individual  or  a^soeialion,  t^tatlngwiio 
Ilie  individual  is,  or  wtu>  tlie  associates  are,  and  upon  lite 
deposit  of  an  aniount  of  money  sutRcieru  to  delrny  tlie 
expense!* — shall  cause  to  be  enirraved  circ'uIatioK  ntttes  of 
convenient  denominations,  not  less  liian  five  dollars  ;  and 
wticn  Slocks  lollie  amount  of  $100,000  shall  be  deposited, 
tlie  individual  or  associaUon  may  receive  registered  and 
countersigned  notes  to  an  equal  aniounl. 

Wkc.  .'t.  Such  notes  shall  he  payable  to  bearer  on  demand, 
and  shall  designate  the  place  of  business  id'  the  Individual 
or  association.  :?uch  n<»les  may  be  made  payable  in  any  of 
the  cities  out  of  the  District  of  Columbia ;  but  this  shall 
not  exonerate  such  individual  c»r  associalion  fi-oni  redoem- 
liis  at  Ihe  place  of  busoiessin  the  District,  as  well  as  at  the 
place  of  payment  mentioned  in  the  notes.  If  such  notes 
shall  be  protested  for  noa-pnynir>nt,  eillicrntthc  place  made 
payable,  or  at  the  place  of  business,  and  remain  unro- 
deeinerl  in  Ihe  hands  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for 
ten  flays,  the  deposited  slocks  of  such  Individual  or  asso- 
ciation shall  be  sold,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Secretary,  the 
whole  or  a  part,  W'ittiin  t|iirty  d.ays  thereafter,  and  the  notes 
countersigned  by  the  Treasury  Deparlmenl,  of  such  indi- 
vidual or  association,  rerf'-emed  from  tlie  proceeds.  If  the 
said  protested  notes  shall  be  redeemed  within  the  ten  days 
two  and  a  half  per  cent,  damages  shall  be  added,  two  per 
cent,  of  which  shall  go  to  the  [larty  protesting,  andonelihlf 
of  one  percent.  lo  tile  Department. 

Sec.  4.  The  Seerciary  of  Ihe  Treasnrj'  shall  pay  the  In- 
tercstonthcstockheldon  dei^osit  of  each  individual  hanker 
or  a.ssociation  as  lie  receives  it,  unless  he  has  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  it  Is  necessary  to  retain  it  for  the  safety  of  the 
holders  of  countersigned  notes.  The  notes.  If  issued  lo  an 
ln<tivlduat,  shall  be  signed  by  such  individuil,  who  shall  be 
Individualiy  liable  for  any  amount  not  covered  by  the  stocks 
held  in  trust  for  their  security.  The  notes  of  associations 
may  be  signed  by  officers,  but  eacll  and  every  association 
sliall  be  individually  liable  for  any  amount  not  covered  by 
tlie  stocks  held  in  trust ;  and  In  case  an  associate  dissolves 
his  connection  with  any  a.ssoeiation  by  sale  or  abandon- 
ment, his  liability  shall  not  cease  short  of  eighteen  nionths 
from  such  lime.  Every  as^oeiation  shall  make  a  quarterly 
report  to  llie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  which  shall  be 
verified  by  the  oath  of  the  cashier,  president,  and  book- 
keeper. .Such  report  shall  set  forlli ;  1.  The  name  and 
resilience  and  amount  in  Interest  of  each  associate.  )i. 
'I'he  eapilal  of  the  iLssoelation.  3.  The  assets  of  the  a-sso- 
ciatioli.  specifying  wtial  they  consi-^t  of.  4.  The  liabilities 
of  the  association,  specifying  the  kiud  and  character. 


Sec  5.  If  such  Individual  or  association  shall,  after  re- 
ceiving countersigned  notes,  Issue  notes  not  coanter<Tffn''d, 
intended  or  adapted  for  circulation  as  m(»iie\  . 
virliiai,  or.  il  an  assorinlion,  such  nn  int>ers  a. 
indubitable  proofoftheir  Innocence,  shall  be  in  , 
nnd  punished  by  (ineand  imprisonnieni,al  the  di-er'iif/n'.f 
Uic  court.  Uutsuchindividu.ilorussoei.itionmay  selldrafu 
made  payable  to  orde^,  and  issue  certificales  of  depcaiit*, 
liolb  of  which  shall  be  on  ordinary  wrllinc  pap»'r.  so  exe- 
cuted that  there  shall  t»c  no  resemblance  lo  the  counter- 
signed notes:  Procured,  hotrecer.  Such  drafu  shall  be  pay- 
able at  sight,  and  n'itliout  interest. 

.Sec.  6.  Congress  reserves  the  right  to  amend  or  rr|Ka] 
this  act ;  but  lliuse  wlio  comnienee  business  under  it  afcall 
have  lliree  years  to  clivse  their  business,  alter  the  piiswy 
of  any  net  repealing  the  above  provisions  of  ilMf  act  cntllM 
••An  act  autiiorlKing  the  business  of  banking  in  tile  Diacriet 
of  Coliinibla." 

Sec.  8.  Jliui  he  it/tiriher  enacted.  That,  should  the  8«e- 
rclary  of  the  Treasury,  or  other  officers  of  Govemmrac, 
ile|H)sit  public  funds  in  any  of  the  banks  chartered  bf  Iflte 
act,  such  banks  sliall  assign  an  average  uuount  or  Ctmn- 
ment  or  oUier  satisfactory  security. 

While  the  Clerk  was  reading  the  amendment, 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  moved  that  the 
committee  rise,  remarking  thot  members  woald 
then  have  nn  opportunity  of  reading  il  thcmaelrea. 

The  motion  was  negatived. 

The  debate  was  continued  by  Mr.  GARY,  of 
Maine. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  again  moved  thai 
the  commiilee  rise. 

Tellers  were  appointed;  who  reported  eighty- 
one  votes  in  the  nflirinalivc;  noes  not  counted. 

The  committee  rose  and  reported  the  Navjr 
pension  bill,  and  the  bill  to  establish  a  navy-yard 
and  depot  at  Memphis,  Tennessee. 

POSTAGE — FRANKING    PRIVILEGB. 

Mr.  HAMMETT  moved  that  the  Houae  ad- 
journ; but  withdrew  the  motion  at  the  r-qur»tof 

Mr.  H.OPKINS,  who  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Oflicc  and  Post  Roads  the  bill 
to  reduce  the  rates  of  postage,  lo  repilale  Ihe 
franking  privilege,  iSc,  without  amendment,  vita 
a  recommendation  that  il  be  rejected. 

NAVY  PENSION  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKAY,  the  House  tnok  up 
the  bill  makingappropriations  for  Navy  penfioDs, 
which  had  just  been  reported  from  the  Committee 
of  the  AVholc.and  the  amendments  inade  in  com- 
mittee being  concurred  in,  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  and  then  read  the  third  time.aod 


CLOSB  OF  DEBATE. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  offered*  resolution  that  all 
debate  on  the  bill  lo  charter  the  District  bankj 
shall  cease  at  twelve  o'clock  to-morrow;  and  that 
the  committee  shall  then  proceed  to  vote  on  the 
amendmenls;after  which,  the  bill  shall  be  reported 
to  the  House. 

Pending  this  question,  the  House  adjourned. 


The  following  petitions,  presented  to-day,  were  banded 
to  Ihe  re|>orters  by  the  members  presenting  them : 

By  iMr.  SMITii,  of  Pennsylvania  ;  The  petiUon  of  cJii- 
r.ens  of  Philadi'lpbla,  praying  for  such  alteration  In  llw 
naturalisation  laws  .as  will  make  a  residence  of  lwenly.<3«« 
years  a  prerequisite  for  naturalization. 

By  Mr.  DOIIOE,  of  Wisconsin  :  The  prtiliao  ofChaitw 
Bnici^en,  of  Iowa  county,  Territory  of  vVisenn^in.  n^siPi 
liie  passage  of  an  act  of  Cmigress  gran; 
lege  of  locating  the  west  half  of  the  i: 
section  thiriy-Uireo,  In  township  four,  n- 
east.  In  the  district  of  land  subject  tos.'d''  .il  M 
Wisconsin  Territory,  by  the  imynient  ol   i>i 
tweniy-tive  cents  per  acre  for  said  tract  of  Ian. i  , 
referred  lo  the  Coniniittee  on  Public  Lands. 

By  Mr.  P.\  Y\E ;  Tlie  [>elition  of  certain  clttKeos  of  Xew- 
bern,  Alabama,  praying  compensation  for  a  ve«ael  otvned 
bp  their  ancestor,  Joseph  Borden,  wliicli  was  oaptnivd  ^J 
French  cruisers,  and  tlie  Govenine-nt  of  France  released 
frvni  all  obligaUon  to  make  indemnity  for  Ihe  saiue. 


IN  SENATE. 
Wednesdav,  </un«  12,  1844. 

Mr.  HUGER  presented  the  proceedings  of  a 
mcetin";  of  citizens  of  Lancaster  district,  and  ib« 
proceedings  of  a  meeting  of  citizens  of  George- 
town, South  Carolina,  in  favor  of  the  annexauoa 
of  Texas  to  the  United  States;  which  were  or- 
dered lo  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  STURGEON  pn-sented  a  memorial  from 
a  number  of  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  asking  for 
an  extension  of  the  period  for  naturalizalioa  of 
foreigners  to  twenty-one  years. 

Mr.  ARCHER  presented  a  similar  memorial 
from  citizens  of  Philadelphia  county. 

The  memorials  were  referred  to  ilic  Committee 
on  Uie  Judiciary. 


%r^4r 


iVir.  IIA  I  VT  v^v^LT  (inssviiiuu  inc  pruuciruiMgaui 

a  Inrge  muctiiig  of  the  citizens  of  the  counties  of 
Lincuhimxl  Cntawba,  in  North  Carolina,  iii.favor 
of  the  ann<:xntion  of  Texas  to  tlie  United  States; 
whicli  weri!  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. . 

Mr.  iJERRICK  presented  a  petition  from  the 
assistant  mesacngLis  in  the  Post  Office  Dep.irt- 
ment,  aslcing  for  an  increase  of  compensation; 
which  was  rufirrud  to  the  Committee  on  lliePost 
Office  and  Post  Roads. 

HKfOKTS  KUOM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
reported  back,  with  an  amendment,  the  bill  enti- 
tled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Lucinda  Gecsey, 
widow  of  Valentine  Geesey,  deceased. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  W.,  the  previous  orders  of 
the  day  were  postponed,  and  the  above  bill  was 
considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
the  amendment  agreed  to.  It  was  then  reported 
to  the  Senate,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  BREESE,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  reported  back,  withoutamcndment, 
the  House  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Eben- 
ezer  Moore,  and  with  a  rccommeudaiion  that  it 
do  pass. 

Mr.  EVANS,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
reported  buck,  with  sundry  amendments,  the  bill 
from  the  House  making  appropriations  for  the 
civil  and  diplomatic  expanses  of  Government  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  30ili  June,  1845. 

The  amendments  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 
'  Mr.  E.  gave  notice  that  be  would  call  up  this 
bill  to-morrow. 

-Mr.  BREESE,  from  the  Committee  bn  Roads 
and  Canals,  reported  back,  without  amendment, 
the  bill  to  grant  a  portion  of  the  public  lands  to 
the  State  of  IIIInniM,  to  aid  in  the  completion  of 
the  Illinois  ond  Michigan  canal. 

Mr.  PEARCE,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of  the  heirs  of  Erastus  Brown,  praying  to 
be  allowed  permission  to  locate  certain  military 
land  warrants;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printeci. 

Mr.  WHITE,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  reported  back,  without  amendment,  tiie 
bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Hyacinth  Las- 
sellc;  and  also  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Isaetc  F. 
Ketchuro. 

BRITISH  PBESCMPTION. 

Mr.  WALKER  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lutions: 
Rnotcei,  That  the  Prefldent  of  the  UDited  Stalm  be  re- 

Suested  to  Inform  the  Senate  whether  llie  Parliament  b( 
Ireat  Drllaln  has  paued  any  act  extending  its  criminal 
Jorlnllctinn  to  the  United  States  so  as  tn  snbject  any  por- 
tion of  thelF  citizens,  or  pensnns  wlililn  their  linilu,  tn  its 
penalties  for  acts  done  wiijiln  the  same,  and  to  communi- 
cate acopy  of  said  act,  if  any  sucli  there  be,  togctlier  wiiL 
any  infomiation  he  may  possess  as  to  tlie  means  which  may 
have  bpcn  adopted  to  carry  its  provisions  Into  eflcct. 

RtMolvtdj  That  he  be  albo  requested  to  inlorm  the  Senate 
whether  Uie  Government  of  Great  Dritalii  lias  Issued  cir- 
culars to  Itsdiplomatic  or  consular  ogents  to  coiipctlnforai- 
•Uon  as  to  the  condition  of  any  portion  of  our  population ; 
and,  if  so,  to  transmit  tn  the  l^enate  a  copy  Uiercof,  If  In 
Ills  possession,  together  with  any  information  he  may  pes* 
iCbS  as  to  the  object  of  Issuing  the  same. 

Mr.  W.  said  he  held  in  bis  hand  whi*  pur 
ported  to  be  a  copy  of  an  act  of  the  British  Par- 
liament, dated  the  24th  of  August,  1843,  which 
extended  the  act  of  fifth  George  IV.  in  relation  to 
tha  laws  on  the  abolition  of  slavery  and  slave 
tratle  jn  Great  Britain.  That  act  provided  for  the 
infliction  of  certain  penalties  on  persons  residing 
wilhili  Great  Britain  and  her  colonies  in  relation 
to  the  sale, -transfer,  or  purchase  of  slaves,  or  tak- 
ing of  mortgages  on  the  same;and  inflicts  various 
penalties,  fiora  a  fine  of  a  very  large  amount  to 
imprisonment  for  a  period  not  exceeding  seven 
years.  This  act  then  proceeds  to  apply  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  of  fifth  George  IV.  to  the  sub- 
jects of  Great  Britain  wheresoever  residing. 

The  act  of  fifth  GeoJ-ge  IV.,  provides:  "  That 
it  shall  not  be  lawful  (except  in  such  special  cases 
as  are  hereinafter  mentioned)  for  any  person  to 
deal  or  trade  in,  purchase,  sell,  barter,  or  transfer, 
or  to  contract  for  the  dealing,  or  trading  in,  pur- 
chase, sale,  barter,  or  transfer  of  slaves,  &c." 
The  exceptions  referred  to  in  this  act  are  desig- 
nated in  the  thirteenth  section,  and  exempt  from 
the  provisions  of  the  act  the  purchase  and  sale  of 
slaves  "  within  any  island,  colony,  &c.,  belong- 
ing to  or  in  the  possession  of  his  Majesty,  in  case 
such  purchase,  sale,  &c.,  shall  be  made  with  the 
true  intent  of  employing  or  working  such  slave 


This  act,  then,  of  George  IV. did  not  nppfy,  first, 
to  persons  residing  out  of  the  Bi'ilish  dominions; 
nor  second,  to  persons  residing  in  such  islands 
and  colonies  of  Great  Britain  where  slavery  was 
permitted.  Next  came  this  act  of  the  Bi'iliah  Par- 
liament of  the  24lh  August,  1843,  which  extends 
all  these  provisions  as  to  the  sale  and  purchase  of 
slaves  "  to  British  subjects  wheresoever  residing 
or  being,  and  whether  within  the  dominions  of 
the  British  Crown,  or  of  any  foreign  cimntry;" 
and  inflicts  various  punishment  on  the  offenders, 
from  heavy  fines  to  transportaiion  and  imprison- 
ment for  many  years,  and  provides  for  their  trial 
by  British  courts  whenever  these  offenders  can  be 
apprehended.  Here,  then,  is  something  new  in 
the  history  of  the  law  of  nations.  Here  is  an  at- 
tempt on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  to  do  what  she 
did  before  the  4th  of  July,  1776 — to  extend  her 
laws  and  jurisdiction  within  the  limits  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  as  regards  those  whom  she  chooses  to 
call  her  subjects,  in  which  class  we  know  she  re- 
gards naturalized  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
who  were  once  her  subjects.  She  extends  her 
criminal  law  within  our  jurisdiction  for  the  trans- 
fer, purchase,  or  mortgage  of  slaves  to  secure  a 
debt,  as  a  high  penal  offense,  even  when  done 
within  the  limits  of  any  one  of  the  States  of  this 
Union.  It  is  one  of  the  most  daring  and  insolent 
violations  of  the  law  of  nations  known  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  world,  by  which,  if  any  who  happened 
to  be  born  in  British  dominions  have  purchased 
or  held  slaves,  or  taken  them  as  security  for  the 

Bayment  of  debt,  or  a  mortgage  on  them  in  the 
Tnited  States,  and  should  be  arrested  on  British 
soil,  they  would  be  subject  to  fine  and  imprison- 
ment. Now,  sir,  I  confess,  when  I  read  the  state- 
ments made  on  thissubjectin  the  New  York  Her- 
ald, and  subsequently  in  the  Commercial  Bulletin, 
a  highly  respectable  Whig  paper,Icould scarcely 
believe  it.    The  Bulletin  says: 

"  That  this  system  of  espionage  (as  to  our  slaves)  was 
organised  and  going  on,  we  were  a&sured  last  July  by  the 
New  York  Herald,  in  the  following  paragraph :  *  The  em- 
issaries of  Britain  were  never  more  active  than  now.  We 
h.ive  In  our  hand  a  circular  of  the  British  Government. stKned 
by  Lord  Aberdeen,  and  addressed  to  all  its  cummerciai  and 
other  agents  In  tills  country,  requiring  the  most  minute  in- 
formation in  relatiun  to  slaves  and  slavery  in  all  Its  details ; 
the  physical  force  of  the  nefroes ;  their  relations  to  their 
masters ;  their  general  cbarocler,  treatment,  propensities,' " 
(tc. 

The  Bulletin  adds: 

"The  people  of  this  country  round  It  diffiealt  atthattlme 
to  believe  that  anytiiiog  so  audacious  should  be  underuken, 
even  by  the  Insolent  and  crafty  GovernmeiK  of  Great  Brit- 
ain ;  and  so  these  repeated  asseverations  of  the  Herald  re- 
ceived but  lllUe  credence.  For  ourselves,  we  expressed 
at  the  Ume  our  doubts,  &c.  Within  a  short  time,  how- 
ever, we  have  received  Information  which  enables  us  to 
state,  as  we  do  most  positively,  that  nearly  a  year  ago,  elr- 
cularaof  tlie  kind  Indicated  in  the  above  paragraphs  from 
the  New  York  Herald  were  Issued  to  the  BrlUsk  eonnila 
In  all  the  pons  of  the  southern  States,  directing  miDate 
Inquiries  to  be  Instituted  into  everything  that  concerns  the 
relation  of  master  and  slave  in  the  United  States.  These 
circulars,  or  some  of  them  at  least,  have  beca  answered ; 
the  loqulries  made,  the  espionage  Instituted  as  directed, 
and  the  borne  Government  iofonaed  of  the  particulars." 

Now,  Mr.  President,  T  have  also  in  my  hands 
a  letter  from  a  highly  respectable  gentleman  from 
New  Orleans,  informing  me  that  the  British  charge 
to  Texas,  in  a  late  visit  to  that  place,  was  indus- 
triously engaged  in  making  those  inquiries.  Now, 
I  make  a  oul  on  the  President  of  the  u  nited  States 
to  communicate  copies  of  these  circulars,  and  all 
the  communication  received  by  the  executive  de- 
partment on  the  subject.  I  wish  to  see  these  cir- 
culars which  have  been  kept  a  secret,  and  only 
eama  out  by  accident,  which  Great  Britain  is  said 
to  have  adilressed  or  issued  to  her  consuls  here 
to  carry  into  cfiTect  this  act  of  Parliament,  I  wish 
to  have  all  these  facts,  in  order  that  the  country 
may  know  what  Groat  Britain  is  doing  on  this 
subject.  I  express  the  hope  that,  if  thai  Govern- 
ment dared  to  issue  such  circulars  to-faer  consuls 
here,  they  would  all  be  dismissed  from  office,  aiid 
no  others  received,  unless  that  Oovernment  dis- 
avow the  issue  of  such  circulars.  If  there  was 
no  objection,  he  hoped  the  resolution,  which  was 
one  of  inquiry  merely,  would  be  permitted  to 
pass  now. 

Mr.  JARNAGIN  said,  suppose  the  informa- 
tion be  as  the  Senator  from  Mississippi  asserts  it 
to  be:  what  legislative  action  does  he  propose  to 
found  upon  it?  If  it  is  so,  does  that  Senator  in- 
tend to  introduce  a  proposition  into  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  to  repeal  the  law  of  the  Brit- 
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the  propriety  or  impropriety  of  that  nation  en- 
acting a  law  regulating  the  conduct  of  her  own 
citizens  ?  If  he  could  show  any  proof  of  a  design 
on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  to  go  into  and  regu- 
late the  physical  and  moral  condition  of  natural- 
ized citizens  of  the  United  States,  then  there  might 
be  some  ground  for  inquiry.  The  law  is  intended 
to  operate  upon  British  subjects;  which  term  doea 
not  apply  to  naturalized  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  If  the  British  Government  offered  such 
an  insult  to  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
by  transmitting  to  him  information  of  such  an 
intention  on  the 'part  of  Great  Britain,  he  sup- 

fiosed  the  President  and  Secretary  of  State  would 
ong  since  have  communicated  that  fact  to  Con- 
gress. If  the  information  called  for  be  in  the 
possession  of  the  Executive,  what  do  we  want 
with  it,  unless  some  practical  good  could  come 
out  of  it  when  produced  here .'  He  could  not  see 
what  the  Information  was  wanted  for,  unless  to 
produce  excitement  and  bitterness  of  feeling  to- 
wards England,  of  which  there  was  a  great  deal 
now. 

Mr.  WALKER  said  he  was  very  much  snr- 
prised  at  the  opposition  of  the  Senator  from  Ten- 
nessee, [Mr.  Jarnaqin,]  to  this  resolution.  It 
was  a  mere  resolution  of  inquiry,  a  call  for  in- 
formation, which  usually  passetl  without  objec- 
tion. But  the  Senator  says  he  is  opposed  to  the 
agitation  of  this  subject.  This  is  strange.  This 
bill  denounces  as  criminalan  institution  authorized 
by  the  State  of  Tennessee;  but  this  is  not  all;  it 
extends  the  criminal  jurisdiction  of  England  into 
the  State  of  Tennessee;  and  if  any  of  its  citizens, 
residing  in  that  Stale,  who  had  been  born  in  the 
British  dominions,  held,  or  sold,  or  purchased 
a  slave  in  Tennessee,  or  took  a  mortgage  upon  a 
slave  to  secure  a  debt,  he  was  subject  to  fine  and 
imprisonment  as  a  felon,  if  at  anj^time  he  could 
be  caught  within  any  portion  of  the  British  do- 
minions. The  Senator  says  the  term  "British 
subjects"  may  not  include  naturalized  citizens, 
but  all  the  British  tribunals  had  decided  other- 
wise; and  were  the  bill  (as  it  was  not)  confined 
to  resident  aliens,  it  was  still  an  extension  of  the 
British  criminal  laws  into  the  United  Slates:  as 
such,  it  was  a  flagrant  violation  of  the  law  of 
nations,  a  gross  insult  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  a  denunciation  of  acts  done  within  the  lim- 
its of  the  States  of  this  Union,  and  authorized  by 
the  laws  of  those  States  as  criminal  and  felonious, 
and  intended  also  to  destroy  the  value  of  this 
property  throughout  the  Union.  Let  us  have  the 
facts,  and  then  we  can  speak  of  the  remedy. 

Mr.  JARNAGIN  said  he  did  not  feel  alarmed 
that  any  such  course  as  was  apprehended  by  tha 
Senator  from  Mississippi  would  be  taken  by  the 
authorities  of  Great  Britain  in  reference  to  the 
naturalized  citizens  in  Tennessee.  He  did  not, 
at  any  rate,  feel  inclined  to  feel  excessively 
alarmed  until  such  of  our  citizens  were  orrested 
and  in  danger  of' having  the  penalty  of  such  a 
law  inflicted  upon  them.  If  any  one  of  the  nat- 
uralized citizens  of  Tennessee,  or  any  other  part 
of  the  Union,  should  go  to  Canada,  or  within 
British  jurisdiction,  and  those  authorities  determ- 
ine that  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  expatriate 
himself,  aiiS  that  he  was  still  a  British  subject, 
and  arrest  and  inflict  the  penalties  of  this  laW 
upon  him,  he  would  inform  the  Senator  from 
Mississippi  that  the  people  of  Tennessee  would 
be  ready  to  act  with  a  promptness  and  energy 
becoming  the  occasion,  in  defense  of  the  rights 
of  this  naturalized  citizen,  and  the  rights  and 
honor  of  the  United  Slates.  Mr.  J,  spoke  at 
some  length  to  show  that  there  was  no  propri- 
ety for  the  adoption  of  the  resolution;  that  we 
should  not  interfere  with  any  theoretical  right  set 
up  by  England  to  pass  a  law  of  the  kind  alluded 
to,  but  to  act  whenever  she  attempted  to  enforce 
it.  He  thought  they  had  better  8|)end  their  time 
in  investigating  actual  violations  of  our  rights  by 
that  Power  (of  which  there  were  many)  than  in 
investigating  and  protesting  against  presumptive 
or  theoretical  rights.  He  did  not  think,  how- 
ever, the  law  was  intended  to  have  the  interpre- 
tation given  it  by  the  Senator  from  Mississippi. 

Mr.  ARCHER  said  he  required  more  time  to 
examine  the  matter,  and  that  the  Senate  should 
have  time  for  examining  it  before  acting  on  it  in 
any  way.  He  therefore  moved  to  lay  it  on  the 
table.  He  would,  probably,  on  some  other  oc- 
ciuion,  concur  in  taking  it  up. 
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ginia  W(iuld  call  it  up  agnin  to-morrow,  he  wouia 
ngree  thnl  i'  .slioiilu  lie  upon  the  tal)le.  ff  Mot, 
he  would  nsU  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  mo- 
tion to  lay  on  the  table. 

Mr.  AUCIIER  snid  he  would  not  pledge  him- 
self to  any  such  tiling.  If  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
sissippi will  withdraw  the  yeas  and  nays,  he  can 
call  the  resolutions  up  to-morrow,  a|^  have  the 
yens  and  nnys  on  that  motion. 

Mr.  WALKEtl  said  he  would  do  so,  if  Sen- 
ators would  agree  to  call  the  resolutions  up  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  DAYTON  said  he,  for  one,  would  vole 
against  taking  them  up. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  inquired  of  the  Chair  whether, 
under  the  rule,  ihi'  rcsuluiions  di<l  not  lie  on  the 
table,  and  would  come  up,  as  a  matter  of  course, 
to-morrow } 

The  PUESIDENT  said  the  resolutions  would 
liave  laid  over  one  day  under  the  rule;  but'thcy 
Jiail  been  entertained  by  general  consent.  How- 
ever, they  could  lie  over,  under  the  rule,  if  the 
yeas  and  nays  were  withdrawn. 

Mr.  WALKER  withdrew  the  call  for  the  yeas 
nnd  nays;  and  the  resolutions,  therefore,  lie  over 
till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  I3ENT0N  gave  notice  that  he  would,  to- 
morrow, ask  leave  to  withdraw  a  joint  resolution 
for  the  amendment  of  the  Constilution  of  the 
United  Slates,  in  relation  to  the  election  of  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President. 

The  bill  from  the  House  entitled  "  An  act  to 
direct  the  President  of  the  United  Stales  to  ex- 
pose to  sale  the  reserved  lead  mines  of  tile  United 
States  in  the  State  of  Illinois  and  Territories  of 
Wisconsin  and  Iowa,"  was  nad  twice,  and,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  WOODBIUDGE,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

KKVOLUTIONAKY  PENSIONS. 

The  joint  resolution  explanatory  of  the  act 
making  approprialions  for  the  relief  of  revolu- 
tionary and  oilier  pensionersof  the  United  States 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  the  30th  June,  1845, 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

ANNUITIES  TO  STOCliBItlDOES. 

The  bill  making  appropriation  for  the  payment 
of  certain  arrearaj;eK  of  annuities  to  the  Stock- 
bridge  tribe  of  Indians  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

WALTER  S.   AI,E.\ANDEU. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Walter  S.  Alexander 
and  others  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 
LAND  SAI.E3  IN  LOtl.SIANA. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JOHNSON,  the  previous 
orders  of  the  day  were  postponed,  and  the  bill  to 
recognize  the  sale  of  lands  in  Louisiana  in  cer- 
tain cases,  and  for  other  purposes,  was  taken  up 
as  ill  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  cerlaiii  amend- 
ments reported  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands.  The  aiiiendiiienls  having  been  agreed  to, 
the  bill  WHS  reported  to  llie  Senate. 

Mr.  VViiri'E  opposed  that  part  of  the  bill 
giving  ail  increase  ol  salary  in  ilie  land  offices  in 
the  districts  named.  He  was  opposed  to  giving 
the  land  oliicer  in  that  district  a  greater  salary 
than  was  given  to  land  officers  in  other  Stales. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  said  the  bill  did  not,  in  fact, 
increase  the  salary  of  the  land  officer  in  the  New 
Orleans  district.  His  salary  now,  including  the 
dollar  he  receives  for  the  issuing  of  each  patent, 
was  about  gl,Ol)0  per  aiiiiuni.  The  bill,  though 
it  gave  an  addition  of  JaOO  to  his  salary,  ex- 
pressly provided  that  the  officer  shall  not  receive 
the  dollar  on  each  paten  t  deli  veied,  which  amount- 
ed to  about  ^51)0  perannuni.  The  increase  of 
salary  was  intended  to  be  in  lieu  of  that  perqui- 
site. It  was  necessary,  however,  that  the  .salary 
of  that  officer  should  be  liighrr  than  was  paid  to 
like  officers  in  the  western  Slates,  where  the  ex- 
pense of  living  was  much  less.  All  the  officeis 
111  New  Orleans,  the  judges  and  olher  officers  of 
the  United  Slates,  in  consequence  of  the  liigh 
jirice  of  the  markets  and  house  rents,  &c.,  re- 
ceived greater  salaries  llian  like  officers  in  some 
of  the  oilier  Slates. 

Mr.  BREESE  said  the  salaries  lo  the  land  of- 
fices were  uniform  throughout  the  country.  He 
was  opposed  lo  making  any  distinction  between 
them  in  point  of  salary.  If  there  was  an  increase 
made  in  the  salary  of  that  officer,  they  would  be 


salaries  ot  ine  oiner  lana  omccs.     He  tnereiore  I 
moved  lo  strike  out  that  provision  of  the  bill. 

The  question  was  put;  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading;  which  being  done,  it  was  subse- 
quently read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

PAY  OF  CLAIMS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HENDERSOJJ,  the  previous 
orders  of  the  day  were  postponed,  and  the  Senate 
look  up  for  consideration,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  author- 
izing the  Secretary  of  Stale  to  liquidate  certain 
claims  therein  mentioned,  passed  the  18th  day  of 
April,  1814. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  opposed  the  bill,  on  the 
ground  that  il  transferred  to  another  board  the 
right  to  decide  upon  the  equity  of  the  claim  in- 
volved in  the  bill.  He  argued  that  Congress  was 
the  most  comiietont  body  to  decide  upon  it. 
Messrs. WALKER  and  HENDERSONshowed 
'that  the  bill  was  intended  for  the  purpose  of  car- 
rying out  the  provisions 'of  a  previous  law  of 
Congress.  The  previous  board  decided  upon  all 
the  claims,  amounting  lo  some  seven  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  except  those  provided  for  in 
this  bill,  which  were  pniilled  for  the  want  of  evi- 
dence. The  evidence  required  had  been  procured. 

The  question  being  on  the  engrossment  of  the 
bill, 

Mr.  H.'VY  WOOD  demanded  the  yeas  and  noys, 
which  were  ordered;  and  being  taken,  resulted — 
yeas  19,  nays  13. 

The  1)111  was  accordingly  engrossed,  and  sub- 
sequently read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 
SETn  M.  LEAVENWORTH. 

On  moiion  of  Mr.  WHITE,  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Seth  M.  Leavenworth  was  taken  up  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  considered,  reported 
lo  the  Senate,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 
CHEROKEE  CLAIMANTS. 

The  joint  resolution  for  the  relief  of  certain 
claimants  under  the  Cherokee  treaty  of  1836  was 
taken  up  for  consideration  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole.  It  provided  that  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  be  directed  to  pay,  or  cause  to  be 
paid,  the  several  sums  found  iliic  to  claimants 
under  ibe  Cherokee  treaty  of  1S3G,  npon  the  cer- 
tificates issued,  or  that  may  be  issued,  by  the 
board  of  commissioners  apjioinlcd  in  pursuance 
of  the  seventeenth  article  of^the  treaty,  out  of  the 
unexpended  balance  of  appropriations  made  for 
the  payment  of  such  claims,  upon  the  presenta- 
tion of  said  certificate. 

Mr.  JARNAGIN  explained  that,  in  transport- 
ing the  Cherokees  west  in  183.'),  certain  charges 
were  incurred  for  their  subsistence  and  convey- 
ance, under  an  agent  for  their  emigration,  who 
was  authorized  to  issue  certificates  to  such  or  the 
Indians  as  undertook  lo  emigrate  themselves. 
According  to  an  arrangement  for  this  purpose, 
twenty  dollars  was  allowed  for  the  transportation 
expenses  of  each,  and  §33  335  I"""  siibsisience  on 
the  route;  and  when  an  Indian  applied  for  this 
allowance  tolhea^enl,  if  the  latterapprovedof  the 
application,  a  certificate  was  given  to  him  entitling 
liim  to  that  amount  on  reaching  his  destination 
at  the  western  location  of  the  nation.  It  so  hap- 
pened that  numbers  of  those  certificates  remained 
unpaid  in  con.sequence  of  some  alleged  difficulty 
of  iilenlificalion.  He  moved  to  amend  the  reso- 
lution by  adding  a  provision,  that  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  be  ordered  lo  pay  these  certifi- 
catcs  ofllie  agent  of  emigration,  (Mr.  Nat  Smith,) 
on  satisfactory  evidence  of  the  amount  due  on 
each,  and  on  proof  of  the  emigration  of  the  In- 
dian, to  whom  delivered  by  the  ogeiil. 

Mr.  WHITE  suggested  an  amendment  lo  the 
amendment,  referring  lo  ilia  allowance  specified 
in  the  treaty. 

Mr.  JARNAGIN  nssenlcd  to  the  modification. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  urged  the  Senator  from  Ten- 
nessee not  to  firess  his  amendment.  The  resolu- 
tion itself  simply  called  for  the  execution  of  the 
provisions  of  the  treaty  by  ihe  commissioners 
appoinied  for  the  purpose.  There  was  no  pro- 
priety in  this  introduction  of  the  business  of  the 
agent  which  the  executive  officers  of  the  Govern- 
menl  were  competent  to  adjust.  He  was  in  titvor 
of  ihe  resolution,  but  not  of  the  introduction  of 
this  new  elasss  of  claims. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  knowing  very  little  of  this 


caies  were  issuea  in  anticipation  oi  inc  removal 
ofsueli  Indians  as  they  applied  lo.  He  supposed 
they  certified  that  if  the  individual  transported 
himself,  he  would  be  eniiiled  lo  so  mach  money 
for  his  expenses  of  emigration. 

Mr.  JARNAGIN  explained  that  such  was  the 
case;  and  at  some  length,  he  described  the  diffi- 
culties which  the  Indians  encountered  oa  appli- 
cation for  the  money. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  now  understood  ihe  matter. 
The  certificate  was  given  to  the  Indian  that  if  h* 
transported  himself^,  he  would  be  entitled  U>  so 
much  money;  but  many  of  them  did  noleraigratc, 
and  would  there  not  be  an  opening  for  fraud  if 
the  certificates  got  into  the  hands  of  olher  persons 
than  of  those  for  whom  they  were  intended. 

Mr.  JARNAGIN  explained  that  such  a  eaiR 
could  not  occur,  as  tho.se  going  were  enrolled  and 
the  rolls  Iransmitted  with  them. 

Mr.  WHITE  said  the  treaty  provided  that 
those  capable  of  transporting  themselves  should, 
if  approved  by  the  agent,  be  entitled  to  do  so;  and 
the  rates  of  allowance  for  this  purpose  were  fixed 
upon  as  described.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, finding  the  certificates  in  the  hands  of  third 
parties,  look  the  ground  that  they  were  not  nego- 
tiable, and  did  not  pay  them. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  still  hoped  the  Senator  from 
Tennessee  would  not  embarrass  the  resolution  by 
his  amendment.  It  was  in  the  power  of  ihe  S«c- 
retary  of  the  Treasury  to  settle  these  certificates 
upon  their  own  merits. 

Mr.  JARNAGIN  said,  as  the  impression  was 
that  it  would  encumber  ilie  resolution,  he  would 
withdraw  the  amendment. 

Mr.  WHITE,  in  view  of  amendments  he  would 
offer,  marie  a  general  slaiement  of  the  present  con- 
dition of  the  fund.  By  this  statement,  it  appeared 
that  the  original  appropriation,  under  the  Cbero-- 
kee  irealy,  was  $.f>,OO0,O(M),  all  of  which  had  beeid 
disbursed,  except  j>.^7,000;  and  of  tliia  balaooej^ 
(89,000  had  been  awarded  in  claimants  already  by 
the  board  of  commissioners,  from  which,  how- 
ever, §16,000  was  suspended  by  the  Department. 
Against  the  remainder  of  the  JiS" ,000,  (about  one 
hundred  nnd  thirty  thousand  dollars,)  there  arere 
claims  yet  to  be  adjusted,  amounting  lo  (450,000. 
The  object  of  his  amendments  would  be,  not  lo 
poy  the  whole  amount  of  the  commissioners'  cer- 
tificates, but  one  third,  deferring  the  remainder  till 
the  final  report  of  the  commissioners  was  made, 
staling  the  amount  of  claims  awarded  against  tiM 
undisposed  balance  of  the  fund. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  called  the  attention  of  the 
Senate  lo  the  words  of  the  seventeenth  section  of 
the  treaty  of  1836: 

"  All  tlie  claims  nrlslng  undecor  prnvlded  for  In  dw  ar- 
ticles of  iliii)  iruiiiy,  shall  bi*  examined  nod  adjusted  hf 
cnmml^5iJoiiers,itgcii  n5  shall  be  uppuinted  by  tt)e  Pmtdcnt 
of  llie  Unllcd  l^lolPK  for  Ui.it  purpose  ;  and  their  decisaoa 
shall  he  tiiiul ;  and  nn  tlieir  reriifieate^t  of  the  amoum  diM 
In  the  several  claimants,  they  shall  be  paid  by  tbe  railed 
States." 

Nothing,  he  conceived  could  be  more  clear  or 
conclusive  than  this.  The  Senate  had  only  to 
pass  this  resolution,  saying  the  certificates  thus 
given«n  conformity  with  the  treaty  shall  tie  paid. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  asked,  for  information, 
what  would  be  the  lasl  three  diiys  of  the  ma- 
sion .' 

Mr.  WOODBURY  asked  what  wai  the  pend- 
ing amendment.' 

The  PRESIDENT,  to  the  first  question,  an- 
swered that  Friday, Saturday, and  Monday,  would 
be  the  last  three  days:  nnd,  to  the  latter  queslion, 
he  answered  thai  the  last  amendment  offered  had 
been  withdrawn. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  remarked  that  it  appeared 
to-morrow  would  bo  the  last  day  in  which  bills 
ofllie  Senate  could  be  sent  lo  the  House.  It  was 
desirable  to  economize  time,  and  endeavor  lo  ^ 
through  ihe  Calendar.  He  haped  the  remaining 
lime  left  for  that  purpose  would  not  be  exhausted 
in  useless  debate. 

Mr.  WHITE  offered  his  first  amendment. 
which  was  to  pay  only  thirty-three  and  a  third 
per  cent,  of  these  ccrtiiicales  at  present. 

Mr.  JARJiAGlN  opposed  the  amendment. 

Mr.  SEVI ER  suggested  a  modification  toslriire 
out  the  words  "  hereafter  to  be  issued." 

Mr.  WHITE  did  not  approve  of  tins  modifi- 
cation lo  his  amendment,  and  it  was  not  then 
urged. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 
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iur.  n  ni  x  r<  now  auumi»eu  nia  secona  onienu- 
ment;  which  was  to  add  a  proviso,  aa  follows: 

ProvU^j  It  sbfUl  appear  to  the  saU<)factlon  of  the  Pres- 
tdffnt,  that  vuch  certificates  are  for  objects  prortded  for  In 
•aid  treaty ;  and  that  tlie  accounts  thereoi'tiave  not  before 
been  paid,  nor  the  claim  been  decided  by  any  former  board 
of  commissioners. 

On  this  ametidment  he  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays,  which  were  ordered;  and  resulted — yeas  4, 
nays  28;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Hewra.  Clayton,  Semple,Tallmadge,and  White 

NAYS — Menn.  Allen,  Atchison,  Atherton,  Bagby,  Ben- 
ton, Berrien,  Buchanan,  Choatc,  Dnyion,  Foster,  Francis, 
Fulton,  Haywood,  Henderson,  Huxcr,  Jarnagln,  Johnson, 
Lewis,  ManfTUlii,  Miller,  Morehend,  Nlles,  Pearce,  Sevier, 
Simmons,  Upbam,  Walker,  aiid  Wright— 98. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  SEVIER  now  moved  his  amendment,  to 
strike  out  the  words  "  or  which  may  be  issued;" 
which  was  ndnjited. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  moved  to  insert,  before  the 
words  "  board  of  commissioners,"  the  word  "  sec- 
ond." 

Mr.  WHITE  would  like  to  know  why  the  reso- 
lution should  notapplyto  the  presenlboard,  which 
is  the  "third." 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  explained  that  his  object  was 
to  confine  the  resolution  to  cases  already  reported. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  resolution  was  then  reported  back  to  ti;e 
Senate  as  amended;  the  amendments  were  con- 
curred in;  il  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time;  and  was  subsequently  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

HABY  BEESISB. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  he  was  not  the  father 
of  the  Senate — he  was  very  thankful  tor  that — 
but  he  was  one  of  the  elder  children,  and  had 
some  experience  in  that  body.  .They  bad  but 
the  residue  of  to-day  and  the  whole  of  to-morrow 
to  get  through  the  Senate  bills  on  the  Calendar 
which  coulu  not  go  to  the  House  after  that. 
Now,  lie  thought  they  could  get  through  all  these 
bills  if  eeiitlcmen  would  but  refrain  from  unneces- 
sary debate.  He  believed  the  next  thing  on  the 
Calendar  was  Mrs.  Beeside's  case;  he  hoped  the 
&nate  would  dispose  of  that  without  further 
delay. 

The  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Reeside, 
executrix  of  the  last  will  and  testament  of  James 
Reeside,  deceased,  was  accordingly  taken  up, 
and  its  consideration  was  resumed,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole.  • 

Mr.  NIL£^  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  strik- 
ing out  the  authority  to  pay  the  amount,  if  any, 
to  be  awarded  by  the  Third  Auditor,  and  to  in- 
sert a  provision,  that  the  result  of  the  investiga- 
tion of  the  claim  by  the  Third  Auditor,  under 
the  advice  of  the  Attorney  General,  shall  be  re- 
ported to  Congress  at  the  next  session  by  the 
secretary  of  the  Treasury,  stating  such  award  as 
shall  be  found  due,  if  any,  to  the  heirs  of  said 
Reeside. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  hoped  the  amendment  would 
not  prevail. 

Mr.  NILES  objected  to  appropriating  money 
in  advance  of  any  evidence  that  there  was  a 
claim.  It  was  a  principle  that  ought  not  to  be 
sanctioned  in  Ipgislalion. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  reiterated  his  arguments  in 
favor  of  the  bill  as  it  stood;  announcing,  how- 
ever, that  there  were  two  changes  he  should  pro- 
pose to  make:  one  was  in  conformity  with  ob- 
jections urged  the  other  day  against  referring  to 
the  decision  of  the  Philadelphia  court,  and  the 
other  would  be  to  substitute  the  Fourth  for  the 
Third  Auditor. 

Mr.  MERRICK  very  warmly  advocated  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Con- 
necticut; nnd  stated  very  confidently,  on  the  au- 
thority of  officers  of  the  Post  Office  Department, 
that,  instead  of  $189,000  being  due  to  Mr.  Ree- 
side when  he  died,  he  was  in  debt  to  the  Govern- 
ment $60,000. 

The  subject  was  dubnted  at  considerable  length 
by  Messrs.  JARNAGIN,  BERRIEN,  NILES, 

Merrick,  benton.  Buchanan,  and 

WRIGHT. 

Mr.  ALLEN  called  for  the  yens  and  nays  on 
the  amcndraL<nt  proposed  by  Mr.  Niles. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and  being 
taken,  respited — yeas  27,  nays  12;  aa  follows: 

YEAS— Mwsra.Alteii,  Archer,  AtheitoD,Ba(b7,  Benton, 


Hannenn,  Haywood,  Henderson,  Huger,Jamagln,  Lewis, 
McDune,  Merrick,  Nlles,  Pearce,  Semple,  Sevier,  Toll- 
niadjtc  Tappan,  While,  and  Wrlsht — 27. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bates,  Berrien,  Dachansn,Chonte,Clay- 
ton,  Dayton,  Johnson,  Miller ,Portcr,  Sturgeon, Walker, aud 
Wood  bridge— 13. 

So  the  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  BERRIEI^  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
striking  out  all  that  part  which  had  referpnce  to 
the  trial  at  Philadelphia,  and  to  substitute  the 
Fourth  for  the  Third  Auditor. 

The  amendments  were  agreed  to. 

The  bill ,  as  amended ,  was  then  reported  back 
to  the  Senate;  the  amendments  were  concurred  in, 
and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a 
third  time. 

MI8S0DBI  AND  IOWA  BOUNDARY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WALKER,  the  general  or- 
ders were  postponed;  and  the  bill  providing  for 
the  adjustment  of  the  boundary  line  between 
Missouri  and  Iowa  was  taken  up,  considered, 
amended,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read 
a  third  time. 

ASA  ANDREWS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CHOATE,  the  Senate  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Asa  Andreprs  was  taken  up,  con- 
sidered, amended  so  as  to  conform  to  the  ^me 
principle  adoptetf  with  inspect  to  the  Reeside 
claim;  and  waa  then  ordereii  lu  'ueengros8ed,and 
read  a  third  time. 

BBNBY  NBWINOHAM. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  STURGEON,  the  House 
bill  'for  the  relief  of  Henry  Newingharo  was 
taken  up,  considered,  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

XXEOOTITE  SESSION. 

On  mqtion  of  Mr.  BENTON,  the  Senate  went 
into  executive  session;  and  after  some  time  spent 
therein, resumed  legislative  business,  and  passed 
the  bills  previously  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wei>kesdat,  June  12,  1844. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  having  been  read, 
Mr.  STRONG  stated  that  his  name  was  incor- 
rectly recorded  in  the  list  of  yeas  and  nays  which 
were  taken  yesterday  on  the  eastern  harbor  and 
river  bill.  He  had  uniformly  voted  for  that  bill, 
and  he  should  be  very  sorry  to  have  it  supposed 
that  anything  that  could  be  said  or  done  by  the 
feeble  occupant  of  the  White  House  could  change 
his  vote  on  this  measure. 
The  Journal  was  corcected  as  he  suggested. 

ARMY  APPROPRIATION  BIIX. 

Mr.  McKAY  moved  that  the  bill  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  support  of  the  Army,  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1845,  which  nad  come 
back  from  the  Senate  with  some  amendments,  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

PERSONAL  EXPLANATION. 

Mr  A.  V.  BROWN  said  that  he  felt  con- 
strained to  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  House  whilst 
he  submitted  a  few  observations  personal  to  him- 
self. The  near  approach  of  the  adjournment 
compelled  him  to  take  this  course  as  the  only 
method  of  vindicating  himself  against  a  certain 
publication  in  yesterday's  Globe.  He  was  com- 
pelled to  spenk  of  it  as  a  newspaper  publication, 
because  he  could  not,  under  the  rules,  refer  to  the 
debates  in  the  other  end  of  the  Capitol.  He 
begged  leave  to  read  the  following  paragraph 
from  that  paper: 

"  The  war  was  expiring.  The  armistice,  and  the  Inter- 
position of  great  Powers,  was  bringing  it  to  a  clu«:;  and 
tile  day  was  at  hand  when  the  reunion  of  Texas  would 
hare  come  nf  itself,  and  with  peace  and  honor,  when  this 
Uuiitiout  scheme  of  sudien  and  lecret  annexation,  and  its 
tniicrabte  pretexU,  was  fallen  upon  by  our  hapicKs  Admin- 
istration. From  the  moment  that  scheme  and  its  pretexts 
finl  ncaaled  itself  to  public  view,  at  a  public  dinner  in 
Virginia,  in  the  autumn  of  the  last  year^  I  denounced  il  as 
an  uitrigue,  got  up  for  the  election,  and  to  end  in  the  du- 
fracr  af  Its  authors,  and  in  the  defeat,  delay,  ajid  embar- 
rassment of  the  measure  It  professed  to  desire.  I  particu- 
larly made  tills  denunciation  to  the  gentleman  fMr.  A.  V. 
Brow.n]  who  bad  got  the  letter  from  Gencml  Jackson  in 
February,  18.13,  and  who  teenud  to  be  rlcoriously  charged 
with  some  enterprise  on  my  humble  self.  It  was  at  tlic 
commcDcement  of  ilie  present  aession  of  Congress ;  I 


the  gentleman  referred  to  is  at  liAerfy  to  relate  all  tbat  I 
said  to  him  to  the  wAole  world." 

Now,  sir,  I  mean  to  make  no  reply  to  any  por- 
tion of  that  publication  but  what  relates  person- 
ally to  myself.  The  insinuation  as  to  the"riea- 
rioii]"  character  which  I  "seemed"  to  sustain  in 
the  conversation  alluded  to,  is  wholly  destitute  of 
foundation.  There  is  not  one  word  of  truth  in  it, 
whatever  the  impression  of  that  Senator  [Mr. 
Benton]  may  hove  been  at  the  time,  nor  the 
slightest  pretext  for  it.  The  conversation  referred 
to  was  not  confidential,  nor  held  at  any  private 
interview  between  us.  We  casually  fell  in  com- 
pany, as  members  frequently  do,  in  going  to  or 
from  the  Capitol  to  their  bording-houses.  We 
were  walking  on  the  public  pavements,  when  the 
conversation  chanced  to  turn  on  the  subject  of 
annexation.  He  advanced  some  of  the  opinions 
which  he  has  since  avowed  in  his  speeches.  The 
distance  of  our  walk  would  not  have  allowed  him 
to  advance  them  all.  He  was  vehement  in  de- 
nouncing the  motives  which  had  induced  tho 
President  to  bring  forward  the  subject,  and  the 
secret  influences  which  he  believed  had  prompted 
him  to  do  so.  This  latter  suspicion,  and  the 
surprise  which  the  general  tenor  of  his  remarks 
excited,  (for  I  had  never  doubted  that  he  would 
be  warmly  for  it,)  induced  me  to  refer  to  my  cor- 
respondence with  Ghioeral  Jackson  on  the  suoject. 
I  made  this  reference  with  the  hope  that,  when 
he  should  learn  that  his  great  friend  (General 
Jackson)  was  so  intimately  connected  with  the 
effort  to  acquire  that  finecountry ,  he  would  pause 
and  mature  th&subject  well  before  he  threw  him- 
self in  opposition  to  the  measure.  Sir,  up  to  that 
time  I  nad  never  stopped  to  consider  now  the 
question  would  operate  on  the  coming  presiden- 
tial election;  and  my  conversation  had  no  refer- 
ence whatsoever  to  its  influence  that  way.  Ii 
could  not  have  had  any  such  reference,  for  I  was 
then  a  warm  and  deciiied  friend  to  Mr.  Van  Bu- 
ren's  nomination,  and  had  done  much,  in  my  own 
Stale  and  elsewhere,  to  suppress  any  movement 
calculated  to  prevent  it.  This  single  fact,  known 
to  hundreds,  must  forever  exonerate  me  from  the 
imputation  of  having  aided  or  ^helleitvicarUnultf 
or  otherwise,  in  getting  up  and  sustaining  thin 
Texas  movement  for  any  political  purposes. 
Whatever  part  I  have  taken  in  getting  it  up  has 
been  very  humble  and  unimportant;  but  I  am  free 
to  make  it  known  to  the  world,  and  to  defy  kny 
man  or  all  men  successfully  to  impugn  my  mo- 
tives. 

Eftrly  in  the  winter  of  1842-43, 1  became  con- 
vinced that  the  affairs  of  Texas  were  coming 
rapidly  to  a  crisis,  and  that  she  must  find  some 
strong  support,  or  she  could  not  sustain  herself 
to  any  advantage  among  the  independent  nations 
of  the  earth.  Hence  it  naturally  occurred  to  me 
that' the  most  favorable  period  would  shortly  ar- 
rive for  its  rednnexation  to  the  United  States.  _  I 
saw  the  present  Administration  peculiarly  sit- 
uated. A  President  without  a  party — nay,  worse 
than  that,  a  President  between  two  great  parties, 
seldom  sustained  by  either,  and  often  warred 
upon  by  both.  Under  such  circumstances,  I  op- 
prehend  it  might  be  difficult  to  prevail  on  him, 
however  anxious  he  might  be  personally  to  do  so, 
to  enter  on  any  great  measure,  such  as  the  acqui- 
sition of  Texas.  Influenced  by  these  opinions, 
in  January,  1843, 1  addressed  a  letter  to  General 
Jackson,  adverting  to  many  or  all  of  these  cir- 
cumstances, and  expressing  the  belief  that,  if  his 
opinions  were  still  in  favor  of  the  measure,  as  1 
knew  they  formerly  were,  a  clear  and  decided 
letter  from  him  mignt  be  useful  in  rousing  up  or 
sustaining  the  Administration  in  making  such  a 
movement.  In  the  spirit  of  ardent  affection  and 
admiration,  I  expressed  the  desire  that  his  name 
should  be  connected  with  a  great  achievement 
like  that,  and  that  it  would  be  the  crowning  glory 
of  his  long  and  eventful  life.  I  give  the  substance 
and  not  the  wordsof  his  letter.  I  was  so  explicit 
as  to  the  use  I  intended  to  make  of  his  letter  in 
inciting  the  Administration  to  make  the  move- 
ment, that  1  think  I  desired  him,  if  he  was  un- 
willing for  it  to  be  so  used,  not  to  write  it.  Sir, 
his  reply  was  received,  h  was  used;  and  I  have 
reason  to  believe  that  it  did  much  good  in  encour- 
aging the  President  to  enter  on  this  great  work. 
It  has  also  been  published  to  his  countryineti; 
and  I  rejoice  to  see  every  day  the  good  that  it  is 
accomplishing. 
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eimplo  mirmiivo  that  should  hnvo  fnlleil  down  on 
mo  ihc  nnijiinilvi'ision  of  anyl-iodvi  ONpccinlly  of 
Ihnldlslingul.shcd  Si-nslor  willi  whom  I  pciMVcdy 
ligictd  as  to  11  piTsidciuial  cmidid.itc,  lu.d  for 
whom  I  had  ever  borne  tlio  hlglii:^!  Icslininiiy  to 
Ills  patrrioLism  iind  tahjiila.  He  speaks  of  nb- 
Bolviii?  mc  of  all  secrecy,  and  kindly  informs  mo 
that  I  am  at  libirty  to  stale  nil  that  he  said  to  mo 
on  that  occasion.  Sir,  there  was  no  secrecy,  and 
liotliiii;;  was  said  by  him  which  ho  might  not  well 
lie  willing  that  the  whole,  world  should  know. 
But  let  me  tell  yon,  in  thai  respect,  1  stand  on  as 
1iighgniundaashedoes,and  as  proudly  challenge 
ivery  insinuation  against  j;iiher  my  motives  or 
my  actions.  1  have  not  arraigned  liis  in  any 
respect,  neither  ought  he  to  have  arraigned  mine. 

TIIK  I'RINCETO.N  VICTIM.'. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  olTeii'd  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  he  said  he  was  satisfied  would  meet 
with  no  objection: 

RrsoUcil^  That  tlie  Clerk  of  the  Houao  nf  Heprfpentn- 
livet;,  aiMl  llie  deereiary  nf  the  Senate,  II"  the  tjeitJile  riia- 
■ciir,  lie  direeliMl  lo  pay  (Imlf  out  of  the  eoiitltit*eiit  liinil  iif 
thtriliiilie,  Ailtl  the  other  lelir  (Hit  ol' the  cniiunseiil  t'lnid 
rt|' ihi^  S.-ii:Ui')  the  rilllerat  cX|MilHe3  ollhci-e  rlml  were 
kitl:'(l  till  Im.irii  tht:>teiiiieT  I'rmeeum  :  Prorutni^  'I'hat  Uie 
lilndiint  Ilieren;'  dm^  ijni  exeei-d  the  sain  of  §-I,4.'jO. 

M  r.  B.\  R  N.VRD  suggesleJ  some  change  of  the 
earn  fixed  in  llie  resolinion. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  said  it  was  unnecessary,  for 
lie  had  seen  a  siatemeiil  of  the  expenses,  anil  ihey 
fell  sliort  of  l!ie  sniii  ho  had  iianied. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tenne.s.seo,  moved  to  lay  the 
resolution  on  the  table;  and  he  asked  for  the  yeas 
anil  nays  ihereon. 

Mr.  DUKC.VN  said  he  wislied  to  amend  the 
resolution  so  as  to  providi!  that  these  expenses 
should  lie  paid  out  of  the  contingent  funds  of  the 
Deparlments,  for  he  was  opposed  to  thrnv/ing 
the  responsibility  on  the  House  and  on  the  Senate 
of  this  increase  of  the  exiienditures  from  their 
contingent  funds. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered ;  and  being 
taken,  resulted — yeas  40,  nays  ]24;  as  follows: 

Vr..\S— Messrs.  lleat'iM,.l:iiiiei  l!l:ick,  Bnyil.  lirnilhe.iil, 
Williiiiii  J.  (irowii,  Uiirke,  Hun,  (';ildn-e]l,  Keiilieii  (Miap 
limn,  I'lillniii.  D.ma,  John  VV.  U;ivis,  DnMii:<ooli<,  French, 
Oiildini;.'..  liule,  llaniliii,  ll.iy.'^,  liealey.  Iloll^ttnn,  HnnpT- 
fiini,  Jiinie.-*  B.  Hum,  fave  Jollinmii,  I'erley  11.  Ja!in>r>ii, 
Ceor2«  \V.  Joiie..!,  I.ciinard,  I.uilipkiii,  Maclay.  JMelvar, 
Narrfs,  Piirdy,  Itedin^.  KiU'-r,  Ito-jerfi,  Tnyjiir,  i'lionipsori, 
Ttieki-'r,  Vintiin,  Wlieaion,  Vvilliniii:<,  Juiie)ih  .A.  VVrigiit, 
and  Til. I — III. 

N.-Wrf — .Meniini.  Aliiiot,  Arringtnn,  A.ilie,  Itaker,  Bar- 
riiil'T,  llayly,  llidlai-k,  Jaiiie.<  .\.  Rhick.  ISowi.t,  Itnwlla, 
HniikerlKiil'.  Aarnii  \'.  Ilriiivii.  Miltnn  itrowii,  Jereiniati 
Uriiwn,  ItitlTiiiglon, Cntnphetl.Jereiiiiati  K.  Vary,  Sliepheiil 
t'ary,  O.iiriill,  Callin,  Causin,.c;liiltoii,  Clinchj  Clinfjnian, 
Clinliiii,  Colih,  Cranstnn,  t'ru.-s,  Daniel.  Darnuh,  G.irrett 
Davis,  Klrhnrd  I).  Uavi.i,  D.iivMin,  Debirry,  Dullet,  Dun- 
can, Dunlap,  i;ill<,  r.lnier,  Farlee,  Fi.sli,  Foster.  IJiijrt'ln, 
Willi«  tir«i-ii,  I'ynini  (ireen,  Crlnnell,  tirider,- Ilaninn-tt, 
ll.'iral'on,  llaiilin,  Harper,  lle.-rick,  Huge,  Ijnpkln^,  Unb- 
aril,  llnhbell,  lliid'ini,  Oharlen  J.  Inger>i>ll,  Joseph  it.  In- 
(ler.^idl,  Irvin,  jHineFon.  Jink»,  Andrew  Kennedy.  Jnhn  1'. 
Kenni-dy,  Daniel  i'.  Knat,  Kirkpntriek,  l.,iilir,tiirhe.  Marsh, 
Iklnihi^tvc.  Mct.'au.-len,  AleCh  Hand,  Me(;iinnell.  IVIeDow- 
vil,  Mcllvainc,  Bdw'vd  J.  jMorrln,  Moseiev,  Murphy.  Nes, 
Newinn,  I'alKTsnn,  reymn,  I'olliick,  Elish'a  It.  I'otliT.  Eia- 
«ry  I).  I'liller,  I'reston,  Uinnsiy, C'h.irleB  M.  Heed,  David  S. 
Beid,  Itelle,  ItnbHrts,  Unekwell,  Itinlney,  St.  Jnhn,  Siinn- 
der»,  Sehenek,  rtenler,  Severnnce,  TlitMna^  II.  Sevainiir, 
Slnicnis,  Sliihll,  Jnhn  T.  .Smith,  Thoiiias  Smith,  C'iileb  U. 
Baiith,:Steeliiiid,  c-tephenH,Ktelson,  Andrew  :jtu»'arl,Julln 
Me  wart,  Siiine,  Slrniitf,  Siiminers,  :<yke.<.  TlinniaiisnmTlli- 
bims.Tyler,  Vance,  V.iiiiaeler,Weller.  VVenlwoclh,  Wetli- 
ured,  VVIiite,  Wintlirop,  and  Woodnard— IJ-I. 

So  the  resolution  was  not  laid  on  the  tabic. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  objected  to  the  form  of  the 
resolution;  for  it  would  not  only  require  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senale,  but  the  signature  of  the 
PresidcMit  of  the  United  States,  to  enable  this 
Hoiiso  to  expend  a  portion  of  its  own  contingent 
fund.  He  also  objected  to  it  bccaii.w  it  proposed 
nil  expenditure  to  defr.iy  the  funeral  expertses  of 
persons  who  were  not  members  of  this  House, 
nnd  some  of  them  but  private  citizens.  He  en- 
tered into  some  c.xphiiiation  of  the  usual  restric- 
tion on  the  ex|icndiiure  of  the  contingent  fund; 
nnd  remarked  that  he  objected  to  this  resolution 
because  it  woi^ld  eslablish  a  precedent  which 
would  cover  any  variety  of  cases  hereafter,  and 
involve  Congress  in  the  expense  of  burying  any 
individual  who,  by  accident,  or  misforiune,  or  in 
the  course  of  nature,  may  die  liere.  After  some 
(iiher  observations,  he  expressed  his  opposition 
to  llie  resolution,  and  concludodliy  asking  for  the 
yeas  nnd  nays  thereon. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  snid  he  had  supposed  that 


killed  on  the  occasion  of  n  calamity  which  cov- 
ered the  whole  nation  with  mourning  would  have 
been  paid  without  n  single  objection.  He,  how- 
ever, rose,  not  to  reply  to  the  remarks  which  hud 
been  made,  nor  to  continue  in  any  way  the  debate, 
but  to  move  ihe  previous  cpiestion. 

I\fr.  HOPKINS  (llie  motion  for  the  previous 
question  having  been  withdrawn)  snid  his  col- 
league's objection  came  too  laie;  the  lime  for  such 
objection  was  when  a  committee  was  appointed 
by  the  House  to  meet  a  committee  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate  to  make  .arrangements  for  the  funeral 
•of  the  late  Secretary  of  Stale  and  the  Secrc;tary  of 
Ihe  Nuvy.  But  iioobjection  was  made  then, and 
liabilities  had  been  incurred  which  must  be  de- 
fi-ayed  by  somebody.  How  did  his  colleague 
[Mr.  Dromgooli;]  propose  to  pay  the  expenses 
which  had  b»en  incurred.'  Collins  had  been  sup- 
plied, laborers  had  been  employed  to  assist  in  the 
funeral  obsequies,  nnd  liarK'swere  hired  to  carry 
the  persons  who  took  part  in  the  procession;  the 
very  mourning  which  his  colleague  [Mr.  Drom- 
gooi.f1  wore  by  order  of  tliis  House,  remained 
unpaid  for,  and  it  was  propo.siil  that  the  petty 
sum  which  was  contracted  by  order  ofthis  House, 
should  remain  unpaid.  To  him  it  was  a  matter 
of  but  little  consoqu^ico  by  what  Department  it 
was  paid,  but  it  was  a  niatler  of  some  conse- 
quence whether  it  was. paid  at  all.  To  the  people 
it  mattered  nothing  wiiether  it  were  paid  out  of 
the  contingent  fund  of  this  House,  or  of  ihoSlnte 
or  Navy  Department,  for  it  would  come  from  the 
naiionalTroasury,whateverthe  Department  might 
be  ihat  should  make  the  immediate  payment. 
And  they  knew  that  propositions  of  this  sort  were 
very  frequenily  adopted.  Membersof  this  House 
were  buried  at  the  expense  of  ihe  Government, 
because  they  were  the  officers  of  the  Government; 
and  the  Secretary  of  State  and  of  the  Navy  had 
also  been  thus  buried,  because  they  were  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Government.  To  obviate  one  objec- 
tion raised  by  his  colleague,  ho  would  modify 
his  resolution,  and  give  it  in  the  form  of  nsimple 
resolution,  and  on  that  move  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  ADAMS  desired  to  make  n  few  observa- 
tions, nnd  Mr.  Hopkins  withdrew  the  motion 
for  the  previous  tiuesiion,  to  enable  him  to  doso. 
He  was  then  undeistood  to  speak  in  opposition 
lo  the  resolution,  but  in  so  Iowa  tone  of  voiix'ns 
to  be  almost  inaudible  at  the  reporter's  desk. 
No  appropriation  could  be  made  otherwise  than 
by  an  net  of  Congress.  It  could  not  be  done  by 
joint  resolution.  He  looked  upon  this  proposi- 
tion as  one  of  n  most  extraordinary  character; 
and  one  which,  if  adopted,  would  establish  an 
alarming  precedent. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  modified  the  resolution,  so  as 
to  direct  the  Clerk  of  the  House  to  examine  the 
accounts,  &c.,  and  to  pay  one  half  of  the  same 
out  of  the  contingent  fund,  provided  the  half  to 
be  paid  by  the  House  would  not  exceed  §725. 

Mr.  J.  II.  I NGERSOLL  called  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  a  precedent,  which  ho  said  was 
directly  in  point,  where  certain  foreigners  were 
burie^'  at  the  expense  of  the  Goveriimenl;  and 
not  only  were  their  funeral  expenses  paiti,  but 
pensions  were  given  lo  their  widows  and  children. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered  to  be  now  put,  viz:  "On 
agreeing  to  the  re.solution  ns  modified." 

The  yeas  nnd  nays  were  demanded  by  Messrs. 
C.  JOHNSON  nnd  DROMGOOLE. 

They  were  ordered;  and  being  taken,  were — 
yeas  103,  nay  62;  as  follows: 

YE.\S— .Mestrs.  .Abbot,  .Ashe,  llaker,  BarrlngiT,  Barnard, 
Jereniinli  F-.  Cary,  Shepherd  Cary,  Carroll,  Cutiiii,t:ati»iii, 
Aucn^tiis  A.  Chapman,  Chlllnn,  Clinrli,  Ciinginan,  I'nbh, 
Cofiiuiier,  Crniistnn,  Croats,  Unrretl  Davis,  Riciiard  D.  Da- 
vis, Dawsnii.  Dellet.  Dltlinithain,  Ellis,  Elmer,  Farlee,  Fish, 
Florence,  Go<,'!!lii,  Hyrani  (ircen,  lirinni-ll,Grider,  Hardin, 
Holmes,  llu;{e,  Hopkini',  H(ibard,nubbell,Hiidiion,  Hughes, 
Cliarles  J.  I naersoll,  Joseph  It.  Ini;nrsntl,  Irvin,  Janieson, 
Jenks,  .Andrew  Kennedy,  John  P.  Kennedy,  Daniel  I*. 
Klne,  Kirkpatrick,  Labranclie,  Marsh,  .Md'aaslen,  Mr- 
Clelland,  Metjnnnell,  McDowell,  Alcllvalne,  Edward  J. 
Morris,  Moseley,  .Murphy,  Ncs,  \ewton,Owen,  I'arnicnter,' 
Pnllnck,  Elisha  It.  Poller,  Emery  D.  Poller,  Pout,  Ramsey, 
ClKirles  M.  Keed.  David  S.  Reld.Uoekwell.  Kodaey,  Itosern, 
St.  John,  Sample, launders.  Schenek,  Tlinmas  11.  Se.v- 
niour,  David  L.  Seymour,  Slidell.  Albert  Smith,  John  T. 
Smith,  Thomas  Smith,  Caleb  B.  Smith,  Robert  Smith,  Ste- 
phens, Stetson,  Andrew  Stewart,  John  Slewarl,  Strong, 
Summers,  Sykes,  Thonmssnn,  Tibbatts.  Tilden,  Tyler, 
Vance.  Vannieler,  Wenlworth,  Wethcrcd,  White,  Wiii- 
throp,  and  Wilhain  WrichI— 103. 

N.WS— Messrs.  Adorns,  Anderson,  Arrlngton,  Bcntna, 


Aaron  V.  Brown,  Milton  Brown.  William  J.  i 
fingtnn.  Burke,  Burl,  Cnldwcll,  Reuben  Chap- 
Dana,  Darrapli.  John  \V.  Davis,  Diekey.  IJrM;i 
lap,  Fiekl.n.  French,  Giddings,  Willis  (ireen.  I    .        i: 
lin.  Ilammeti,  Henley,   Hnustnn,  llungerforii.    )      ,*      ['■. 
llant,Cave  Johnson,  Porley  B.  Joltnson.  AinlriM^  j..r.ii-   d, 
George   W.   Jnne«,   Prestnn    King,   Leonard,    i.umpkin, 
Lyon,    McKay,  Jn.ieph   Mnrrtd,    Norris,    Pnrdv,   Rcfdiag, 
Relfe,    Rilter,    Seiner,    Si'verancc,   Taylor,    1"liomp»sio, 
'I'neker,  Viiilnn,  Wi'ller.  Whealoii,  Willionis,  Woo<lvant, 
Joseph  A.  Wri-^ht,  and  Vosi — 62. 

So  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

CUNARD  STEAM  PACKETS. 

Mr.WINTHROP  nsked  that  the  communica- 
tion from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  on 
the  subject  of  the  Cunard  steam  packets,  should 
be  now  read,  in  order  that  it  might  be  referred. 

The  communication  w.a8  laid  before  the  House; 
the  reading  was  dispensed  with,  and  it  wais  re- 
ferred to  tlie  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

DISTRICT  BANES. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Illinois, desired  leave  to  offer 
a  resolution. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  objected  lo  any  furthertosj- 
ncss  taking  precedence  of  his  motion. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Illinois,  said,  if  the  paOe- 
man  objected,  he  would  move  a  suspension  of  tha 
rules. 

The  SPEAKER  remarked  that  there  was  • 
motion  now  pending  for  a  suspension  of  lh« 
rules. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  snid  tliere  was  a  private  bill 
embracing  some  hundreds  of  cases  of  persons 
claiming  lands.  It  was  a  bill  to  which  there  couhi 
be  no  sort  of  objection,  and  consequently  no  de- 
bale.  He  hoped  the  House  would  act  upon  the 
bill,  that  it  might  be  sent  to  the  Senate. 

Olijeciions  were  made. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  resolution 
offered  ny  Mr.  Campscll  yesterday,  and  now 
modified  by  him,  so  ns  lo  terminnte  the  debate  on 
the  bill  for  rechartering  the  banks  of  the  District 
of  Columbia  thisday,  at  hnlf  past  twelve  o'clock. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  demanded  the  yeas  aai 
nays. 

Air.  BURKE  moved  that^he  resolution  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana, desired  to  amend  the 
resolution  by  adding,  that  all  debate  on  the  bill 
to  reduce  the  price  of  the  public  lands  should  ceasa 
at  four  o'clock  this  day. 

The  nmeiidinent  wns  dcclnrcd  to  be  out  of  order, 
inasmuch  ns  the  bill  referred  to  hnd  nut  yet  been 
considered  in  Committee  of  the  Whole*. 

Mr.  STEWART,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  the 
previous  question. 

It  wns  seconded;  and  the  main  question  ordered 
to  be  now  pui. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH  demanded  the  yt-aa  and 
nnya,  and  they  were  ordered;  and  being  taken, 
were — yeas  112,  nays  G4. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMPBELL,  the  Hoose 
then  resolved  ilself  into  the  Committee  of  Iht 
Whole  on  the  slate  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Hahlo 
in  the  chnir,)  nnd  the  committee  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  to  rccharter  the  District 
banks. 

Mr.  DUNCAN,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor, 
addressed  the  committee.  He  was  desirous  of 
voting  for  the  rechartering  these  banks,  provided 
they  were  mode  to  conform  to  the  system  uf  hank- 
ing in  Ohio.  Mr.  D.  enumerated  various  provis- 
ions which  he  desired  to  see  incorporated  in  these 
bank  charters.  Firsi,  as  to  the  liability  of  stock- 
holders; secondly,  that  they  should  lie  resiraiued 
from  borrowing  the  funds  of  the  bank  of  which 
they  are  stockholders.  A  company  of  money- 
lenders should  not  be  money-borrowers.  There 
were  ubuiiddnt  examples  of  fraud  being  practiced 
in  this  way.  He  would  mention  one  case:  it  was 
that  of  the  Bank  of  Hamilton,  in  Ohio.  The 
bank  failed  for  the  amount  of  §72,000;  and,  by 
the  report  of  the  bank  commissioners,  the  extraor- 
dinary fact  was  di.sclosed  that  six  of  the  direct- 
ors of  the  bank  owed  the  institution  462,000— 
within  $10,000  of  the  entire  amouniof  the  bank's 
liabilities.  It  was  eiusy  enough  to  be  seen  that 
these  men  had  a  direct  interest  that  the  oank 
should  go  down.  And  there  were  various  cases 
of  the  same  kind  that  might  be  referred  to.  And 
another  provision  that  he  desired  to  see'  incorpo- 
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raiea  wos,  mm  ine  biock  snuuiu  oe  psuu  in  in  goiu 
and  silver. 

Mr.  D.  put. some  questions  to  Mr.  Campbell 
with  regard  to  the  condition  of  the  banks;  which 
being  answered,  Mr.  D.  said  he  would  vote  for 
the  bill,  provided  its  friends  would  so  amend  it 
as  to  introduce  into  the  banking  system  of  the 
District  the  same  reforms  that-had  been  introduced 
into  the  banks  of  Ohio.  With  these  reforms  he 
should  be  sustained  at  home  in  voting  for  the  bill, 
and  he  thought  that  his  Democratic  friends  should 
vote  for  it  also,  as  it  was  understood  that  a  vast 
majoritjr  of  the  people  of  the  District  desired  the 
recnarter  of  these  banlts.  He  was  glad  to  see  the 
Whig  party  coming  up  to  the  system  of  bank 
reforms  that  the  Democratic  party  had  been  so 
long  struggling  for.  It  would  be  remembered  that 
from  1836  to  1840  the  Democratic  party,  in  con- 
sequence of  their  exerti(ms  to  reform  the  banking 
system,  aiid  to  lake  away  from-  the  banks  the 
power  to  defraud  the  community,  had  been  stig- 
matized as  destructionists,  who  were  striving  to 
break  down  the  banks  and  destroy  the  business 
and  property  of  the  community.  The  Democratic 
party  always  repudiated  that  charge,  and  con- 
tended that  their  object  was  to  reform,  not  destroy 
these  institutions.  They  stated  the  reforms  they 
wished  to  introduce,  and  he  was  glad  to  see  many, 
of  them  incorporated  in  this  bill.  Should  they  all 
be  introduced,  and  the  banks  be  as  well  guarded 
as  the  banks  of  Ohio,  he  should  have  no  objec- 
tions to  the  bill.  Mr.  D.  then  went  on  to  reply 
to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Cadsin  of  yesterday,  and 
attributed  their  tone  and  temper  to  the  cnagrin 
which  the  gentleman  and  his  friends  felt  at  the 
harmony  and  union  ofthe  Democratic  party  .which 
had  been  effected  by  the  nominations  at  Baltimore, 
and  the  enthusiasm  with  which  these  nominations 
were  received  throughout  the  country.  In  these 
nominations,  and  the  spirit  in  Which  they  were 
received,  the  gentlemen  saw  the  downfall  of  their 
hopes,  aiid  hence  the  long  faces  they  exhibited. 
Mr.  D.,  in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  exhibited  a 
portrait  whidi  he  characterized  as  a  fair  sample 
of  the  careworn  countenances  of  his  Whig  friends, 
and  proceeded  to  give  an  anatomical  explanation 
ofthe  eflects  which  grief  and  surpris^would  pro- 
duce on  the  huiQan  countenance.  Before  conclud- 
ing his  remarks,  the  Chairman's  hammer  fell, 
announcing  that  his  hour  had  expired. 

The  question  coming  up  on  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Pratt,  which  was  offered  yesterday  as  an 
amendment  to  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Tcckeb, 

Mr.  SACNDERS  observed  that  he  wished  to 
offer  an  amendment,  which,  under  the  parlia- 
mentary rule,  would  have  preference  over  an 
amendment  striking  out  the  bill ,  it  being  an  amend- 
ment to  make  the  bill  more  perfect.  Mr.  S.  then 
moved  to  amend  the  first  section  by  striking  out 
the  year  1854,  and  inserting  the  year  1847,  for  the 
duration  of  the  charters. 

Mr.  DANA  moved  to  amend  that  amendment 
by  inserting  1846  instead  of  1847.- 

The  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  McKA  Y  then  moved  to  amend  Mr.  Sauk- 
DEBs'i  amendment  by  substituting  1845  for  1847. 

The  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Saunders  was  agreed 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  moved  to  amend  the  first 
■ection  by  striking  out  the  Farmers  and  Mechan- 
ics'Bank  of  Georgetown,  and  called  for  the  read- 
ing of  the  report  showing  the  condition  of  that 
bank. 

The  amendment  was  not  agreed  to— ayes  60, 
noes  69. 

Mr.  HUNGERFORD  moved  to  strike  out  the 
Patriotic  Bank,  the  Bankof  Washington, and  the 
Bank  of  Potomac. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to, 

Mr.  JONE^,  of  Tennessee,  believing  there  was 
no  soundness  in  any  of  these  banks,  moved  to 
strike  out  the  Bank  of  the  Metropolis,  wliich  be 
believed  to  be  as  rotten  as  any  of  them. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Pratt's 
amendment,  (striking  out  the  whole  bill,  and  in- 
serting as  a  substitute,  a  bill  establishing  a  sys- 
tem of  free  banking,  on  the  plan  of  the  New 
York  banks;)  and  it  was  not  agreed  to. 

Ilhe  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Tucker's 
Bmcndmcnt,  which  proposed  to  etribc  out  the 


wnoie  Dill,  ana  inacri  a  suosiiiuie;  ana   ii  was 
rejected  without  a  division. 

"Mr.  JONES/ of  Tennessee,  offered  an  amend- 
ment giving  the  right  to  any  noteholders  to  ex- 
amine into  the  condition  of  the  banks;  which  was 
rejected . 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  of  Indiana,  offered  an  amend- 
ment requiring  the  banks  to  report  to  Congress, 
on  the  1st  day  of  January  of  each  yeor,  the  in- 
debtedness of  members  of  Congress  to  them. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment also,  by  requiring  them  to  report  the  names 
of  members  of  Congress  to  whom  they  refuse 
loans. 

This  being  agreed  to. 

On  the  adoption  of  the  amendment  as  amended , 
tellers  were  called  for;  and  Messrs.  Burke  and 
McClerhand  were  appointed.  The  tellers  re- 
ported— ayes  60,  noei  69. 

So  the  amendment  as  amended  was  rejected. 

Another  amendment  was  proposed,  to  make  it 
obligatory  on  the  president  of  the  bank  to  report 
to  Congress,  at  the  commencement  of  each  ses- 
sion, the  names  of  such  members  of  Congress  as 
may  have  negotiated  loans  and  discounts  during 
the  preceding  year,  and  the  amount  thereof. 

On  this  amendment  the  vote  was  taken  by  tel- 
lers, (Messrs.  Hardin  and  HodstonJ  who  re- 
ported— ayes  63,  noes  69. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected, 

Mr.  THOMPSON  moved  to  amend  by  striking 
out  the  fizures  "  50,"  and  inserting  "  46,"  in  the 
clause  which  prescribed  that  if  these  banking 
companies  did  not  choose  to  accept  the  charter 
given  them  by  this  bill,  they  should  retain  their 
corporate  privileges  for  the  purpose  of  winding 
up  their  affairs  to  the  year  1850.  The  amend- 
ment proposed  to  give  them  to  the  4th  of  July, 
1846,  only. 

The  amendment  was  rejected— ayes  49,  noes 
54. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  moved  to  make  it  "  1847;" 
and  having  withdrawn  that  amendment,  it  was 
renewed  in  another  quarter,  and  agreed  to — yeas 
63,  nays  61. 

Mr.  TUCKER  moved  to  add  the  words  "and 
only"  after  the  word  "sole  "  in  the  clause  which 
permitted  the  banks,  in  a  certain  contingency,  to 
hold  their  corporate  privileges  to  the  year  1847, 
so  that  they  should  be  held  for  the  "sole  and 
only  "  purpose  of  winding  up  their  affairs. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  McDowell  proposed  an  amendment, 
which  was  negatived.  He  then  proposed  one  to 
make  an  appropriation  of  the  property  of  the 
bank  by  its  officers  to  their  own  uses  a  penal 
offense,  punishable  by  imprisonment  not  exceed- 
five  years,  nor  less  than  one. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  McD.  having  proposed  other  amendments, 
and  they  having  been  rejected^  be  proposed  one 
to  limit  the  paper  issues  of  the  banks  to  the 
amount  of  their  paid-up  capital,  and  to  require 
them  to  have  in  their  vaults  gold  in  proportion  to 
their  isssues,  of  one  dollar  in  gold  fur  every  three 
dollars  of  paper  issues. 

Various  amendments  to  the  amendment  were 
proposed,  and  negatived;  and  then  the  amend- 
ment was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  holmes  offered  an  amendment  to  pro- 
hibit any  of  these  banks  paying  out  any  notes 
other  than  its  own. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the  bill 
to  the  House;  and  it  took  its  place  on  the  Calen- 
dar, ♦ 

PRITATB  LETTER  EXPRESSES. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  HOPKINS,  the  House 
resolved  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Dromgoole  in 
the  chair,)  and  look  up  the  bill  No.  290,  being  a 
bin~amending  the  laws  relating  to  the  Post  Office 
Department;  and  it  was  reiul  through  all  its 
clauses  by  the  Clerk. 

Mr.  DANA  moved  that  t^is  bill  be  laid  aside: 
and  that  the  committee  take  up  the  Senate  billon 
the  same  subject. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  observed  that  the  committee 
had  agreed,  by  vote,  to  take  up  this  bill;  and  he 
bopcait  would  not  be  laid  aside. 

Mr.  ADAMS  was  in  favor  of  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York, 


1  ne  ueoaie  was  conunuea  Dv  niessrs.  ULiixxt^- 
MAN,  KING  of  New  York,  HAMLIN,  and 
SAMPLE. 

Mr.  HALE  said  it  appearied,  by  the  report  at 
the  Post  Office  Committee,  that  the  revenue  of 
that  Department  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1840,  was  $4,539,365;  for  the  last  year  it  was 
|4,295,92S;  and  that  for  the  present  year  it  will 
not  be  more  than  $3,995,935.  The  number  of  let- 
ters trsnsmited  through  the  mail  in  the  year  end- 
ing June  30,  1840,  was  27,535,554.  The  annual 
number  now  reported  to  be  in  circulation  is 
24,267,552.  Here  vre  have  the  extraordinary 
spectacle  of  all  branches  of  industry  ond  depart- 
ments of  business  reviving  and  increasing,  yet 
the  number  of  letters  transmitted  through  the 
mail,  and  the  amount  of  postage  received  there- 
for, is  decreasing.  The  Post  Office  Committee, 
in  view  of  these  facts,  in  their  report  inform  us, 
and  with  great  truth  and  propriety,  that  "events 
are  in  progress  of  fatal  tendency  to  the  Post  Office 
Department;  and  it  decay  has  commenced." 

Now,  what  do  the  Post  Office  Committee  rec- 
ommend }  With  great  deference  to  that  commit- 
tee, it  appears  to  me  that  they  have  altogether 
mistaken  the  nature  of  the  evil;  and,  by  conse- 
quence, propose  an  inadequate  and  improper  rem- 
edy, and  one  not  at  all  calculated  to  alleviate, 
much  less  cure  the  evil.  The  committee  recom- 
mend vigorous  legislation,  pains  and  penalties, as 
if  they  could  afford  a  sovereign  remedy. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  undertake  to  say  that 
if  the  action  proposed  by  the  Post  Office  Com- 
mittee be  adopted  by  this  House,  and  the  relief 
asked  for  be  withheld,  instead  of  putting  down 
you  will  increase  the  private  expresses;  and  ten 
will  sprinz  up  where  there  now  is  only  one.  The 
difficulty  tics  deeper  than  some  gentlemen  seem 
to  imagine.  It  is  in  this:  the  system,  as  at  pres- 
ent conducted,  with  its  present  high  rates  of 
postage,  does  not  commend  itself  to  the  favorable 
consideration  of  the  people.  Instead  of  looking 
upon  it  OS  intended  for  their  benefit  and  accom- 
modation, they  look  upon  it  with  jealously  and 
distrust,  and  regard  it  as  a  monopoly,  gathering 
its  unequal  exactions  from  those  channels  which 
afford  the  only  medium  of  communication  which 
is  leA  for  the  affections  of  kindred  hearts,  when 
once  separated.  It  is  to  counteract  this  state  of 
things,  and  present  this  department  to  the  country 
in  a  position  commending  itself  to  their  judgments 
and  their  hearts,  that  we  should  now  exert  our- 
selves. Will  penal  enactments  effect  this.'  No, 
sir;  no.  Far  different  from  this  must  be  our 
course,  if  we  would  attain  the  object  which  alt 

Frofess  to  desire .  The  honorable  gentleman  from 
ndiana  says  that  this 'call  for  reform  does  not 
come  from  the  people  of  the  country,  and  the 
sparse  settlementsof  the  West,  but  from  the  targe 
cities. 

Sir,  the  honorable  gentleman  is  very  mueli 
mistaken  in  this;  he  altogether  misapprehends  the 
character  of  those  who  complain  of  thegrievanuea 
ofthe  present  high  rates  of^  postage.  One  single 
fact,  communicated  to  me  as  coming  from  an 
overseer  of  a  single  factory  in  England ,  will  show 
what  class  has  reaped  the  l>encfit  of  the  postage 
reform  in  that  country.  He  stated  that,  before 
the  reduced  rates  ofpostage  were  established  there, 
not  more  than  ten  letters  weekly  were  received  by 
all  the  operatives  in  the  establishment;  but  imme- 
diately after  the  reduced  rates  were  established, 
the  letters  continually  increased,  till,  at  the  end  of 
three  years,  the  number  received  each  week 
amounted  to  one  thousand.  The  inhabitants  of 
the  cities  do  not  feel  this  burden,  and  consequanly 
do  not  ask  for  relief.  They  have,  by  means  of 
the  constant  passage  of  railroad  cars  and  steam- 
boats from  one  to  another,  with  the  great  number 
of  their  acquaintances  as  passengers,  means  of 
evading  the  laws,  which  they  improve,  and  will 
improve,  notwithstanding  all  your  prohibitions, 
which  the  people  ofthe  country  do  not  enjoy. 

It  is  the  humble  poor,  whom  necessity  drives 
from  the  parental  roof  and  the  domestic  fireside, 
to  seek  employment  in  some  manufacturing  es- 
tablishment, or  perhaps  to  find  in  some  of  the 
sparse  settlements  ofthe  West,  of  which  the  gen- 
tleman speaks,  a  new  home,  where  the  hand  of 
honest  industry  may  find  a  more  abundant,  re- 
ward, and  the  vigorous  hand  of  the  young  may 
prepare,  beyond  the  Allcghnnios,  a  comfortoble 
abode  for  the  infirm  and  aged  parenia  left  behind. 
This  is  the  class  who  feel  the  burdens  ef  the  pres- 
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cm  rates  of  postage,  niid  n«k  for  relief  at  our 
hands.  And,  sir,  the  appeal  is  now  niado  to  us, 
if  wu  will  r.oii'.liun;  iiii'XuraUly  to  exact  an  txor- 
bitant  tarill'  in  the  form  of  our  presint  liigli  post- 
ages upon  lliis  excliange  of  the  afTections — this 
commeree  of  llie  heart. 

Let  us  not  auljji'cl  ourselves  to  the  impulation 
of  giving  "stones  for  bread,  and  soor|iious  for 
fisli."  Mr.  Chairman,  as  the  committee  seem 
impatient,  1  will  not  detaiji  iheni,  though  1  believe 
that  tlie  question  involved  in  this  hill  is  one  of 
the  most  important  that  has  l)iM;n  presented  to  the 
consideralion  of  the  present  Congress;  one  upon 
which  the  public  mind  is  deeply  moved,  and  one 
upon  which  the  people  will  soon  speak  so  plainly 
thai  they  will  be  heard.  They  do  not  understand 
why  the  people  of  England  shall  have  the  privi- 
lege of  sending  a  letter  the  whole  length  of  the 
Ifijigdoju  for  two  cents,  and  they  be  charged,  as 
they  are  at  present,'  in  some  instances,  twelve 
hundred  percent,  on  that  sum.  I  miglil  go  on 
and  show  that  the  rates  of  postage  [)roposed  by 
the  Senate  bill  will  not  reduce,  but  in  a  short  time 
increase,  the  revenues  of  the  Depariment.  I  will 
not  further  trespass  on  the  time  of  the  committee, 
but  close  wiili  the  expression  of  the  hope  that 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  will 
prevail,  and  the  Senate  bill  be  taken  up  and 
passed. 

Mr.  HOPKINS,  in  reply, said,  so  long  as  that 
system  of  smuggling  was  tolerated  for  the  bene- 
fit of  those  residing  in  cities,  it  would  be  impos- 
sible that  a  reduction  of  postage  could  be  elVected 
for  tlie  heni;fit  of  the  poorer  classes,  of  whom  the 
gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  professed  to  bo 
the  peculiarchampion.  Refore  touching  the  rates 
of  postage,  they  ought  to  ascertain  exactly  what 
the  extent  of  the  service  was  to  be.  There  were 
petitions  in  favor  of  a  reduction  of  postage;  but 
whence  did  ihey  proceed  .'  From  cities  and  the 
neighborhood  of  railroads'.  They  did  not  ex- 
press the  public  sentiment.  A  reduction  of  post- 
ages would  have  the  elTect  of  incapacitating,  the 
Department  from  rendering  that  service  to  the 
whole  conuntuiilv  for  which  it  was  designed. 

Mr.  WINTH  JtOP  madesome  remarksin  rgply 
to  ihe  gentleman  from  Virginia.  He  was  in  favor 
of  laknig  up  the  Senule  bill. 

Mr.  PATTERSON  said  he  would  like  to  know 
if  the  coniniiHee  intended  to  bring  forward  any 
bill  to  reduce  Ihe  ratesof  postage  at  this  session. 
If  not,  he  thought  the  i>ill  from  the  Soualeshoiild 
be  taken  up  and  acted  on  before  this  bill.  He 
had  presented  a  nunioer  of  petitions  from  his 
constituents,  praying  for  a  reduclion  of  the  rates 
of  postage,  and  he  knew  that  it  was  a  subji.ct  in 
which  the  country  populiition  was  as  nuicli  in- 
terested as  the  populaiinn  of  the  rilies.  He 
thought,  if  this  bill  should  be  passed  without  a 
bill  reducing  the  rates  of  postage,  that  such  was 
the  feeling  ihroughout  the  country,  that  it  would 
be  imp<>ssible  to  carry  it  out. 

Mr.  CARY,  of  Maine,  expres.sed  himself  in 
favor  of  the  bill,  and  said  that  nil  the  opposition 
to  it  had  come  from  the  large  cities  and  along  the 
railroad  rotiles.  The  rea.'ioii  why  the  Post  Oflice 
Department  met  with  so  much  oppositicni,  and 
could  not  sustain  itself,  was  that  it  was  not  cor- 
rupt, like  the  Array  and  Navy,  and  had  not  a 
host  of  idle  oflicers  living  at  the  public  expense. 
If  all  the  post-coaches  had  a  band  of  mu.sic  at- 
tJiched  to  them,  like  the  revenue  cutters,  some  of 
which  had  fourteen  musicians  to  foursailors,  the 
Post  Office  would  find  more  favor.  If  the  Post 
Office  Department  had,  like  the  Navy  De|)arlment, 
Jiundreds  of  officers  loafing  ihrougli  the  country, 
with  nothing  to  do,  and  coining  to  members  of 
Congress,  appealing  to  them  to  keep  them  in  office 
for  the  .sake  of  giving  bread  to  their  wives  and 
children,  there  would  be  no  danger  of  ils  being 
put  down.  But  the  Depariment  had  been  too  hon- 
est to  receive  support  in  these  corrupt  times.  He 
hoped  the  bill  would  pa.s8,  and  that  the  Senate 
bill,  which  would  destroy  the  mail  facilities  of  the 
country,  would  be  rejected.  He  had  lived  in  a 
place  where  there  was  a  mail  only  once  a  month, 
and  now  lived  where  there  was  a  mail  only  thrice 
a  week;  so  that  he  was  well  able  to  appreciate  the 
advantages  of  sufficient  mail  facilities,  and  knew 
Well  what  it  would  be  to  be  deprived  of  them. 

Mr.  CARROLL  referred  to  tlie  iiumberof  peti- 
tions he  had  received  and  presented  from  hiscon- 
Btiiuents  for  a  reduclion  of  the  rates  of  posuige; 
and  said  iljat  all  the  iuforniatiuii  he  had  received 


had  convinced  him  that  such  was  the  sentiment 
throughout  the  country.  He  was  satisfied  that 
the  passage  of  the  Senate  bill  would  accomplish 
mueli  good,  and  would  not  be  followed  by  any 
reduclion  of  the  mail  facilities  which  gentlemen 
apprehended.  lie  thought  the  bill  before  the 
House  should  be  laid  aside,  and  the  Senate  bill 
taken  up  and  acted  on,  as  there  was  a  prospectof 
passing  that  hill;  and  he  did  not  think  any  other 
could  be  pa.ssed  at  this  session. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  urged  that  the  laying  aside 
of  this  bill  would  be  sanctioning  the  running  of 
private  expres.se8,  which  was  done  contrary  to 
law.  He  believed  it  was  the  duty  of  the  House, 
first  to  provide  forcarrving  ouiand  executing  the 
Post  Office  laws;  and  then,  if,  upon  examination, 
they  found  they  could  reduce  the  rales  of  postage 
consistently  with  a  due  regard  to  the  public  inter- 
est, it  would  be  time  enough  to  do  so.  It  had 
struck  him  as  .something  strange  that  members 
should  be  found  willing  to  justify  the  setting  at 
naught  the  Post  Office  laws;  for  such  he  under- 
stood to  be  the  tenor  of  the  remarks  of  some  who 
had  spoken  on  the  subject.  If  all  this  country 
consisiLd  of  cities,  and  had  railroads  enough,  he 
would  be  willing  to  do  away  with  the  Post  Office 
Department  altogether;  but  it  so  happened  that 
the  cities  were  sustained  by  the  country,  which 
was  equally  entitled  to  mail  facilities.  The  great- 
est amount  of  postage  was  paid  in  the  cities,  it 
was  true,  but  it  was,  in  the  end,  paid  by  the  coun- 
try; for  the  city  merchants,  in  making  up  their 
accounts  with  the  country  merchants,  charged 
them  with  the  postages.  Mr.  T.  then  went  on  to 
argue  that  Ihe  adoption  of  the  Senate  bill  would 
greatly  increase  the  expendftures  of  the  PostOffice 
DepartmenI,  ar.d  throw  the  burden  of  it  on  the 
Treasury. 

Mr.  SEY'MOUR,  of  New  York,  inquired 
whether  the  Senate  bill  did  not  contain  both  pro- 
provisions — namely,  a  reduction  of  the  rates  of 
postage,  and  a  provision  against  infractions  of  the 
Post  Office  laws  ? 

Mr.  HOPKINS  said  that  it  did. 

Mr.SEVMOUR, of  New  York, then  contended 
that  ihe  Senate  bill  ought  to  be  first  acted  on;  and 
that  it  was  the  duty  of  Congress  to  pass  a  meas- 
ure so  much  in  accordance  willi  the  general  seiiti- 
m<nl  of  ihe  country. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Indiana,  suggested  that  the 
debate  had  progressed  aufficieiiily  far  for  a  full 
undersinnding  of  the  subject;  and  unless  the  dis- 
cu.saion  was  then  brought  to  a  close,  it  might 
continue  till  the  next  day.  He  therefore  moved 
that  the  committee  rise  and  report  the  hill. 

The  CHAIRMAN  said  that  the  motion  was 
not  in  order. 

Mr.  PAYNE  contended  for  the  necessity  of 
passing  the  bill,  to  put  a  stop  to  the  contioned 
vi<dations  of  the  Post  Office  laws,  and  denied  that 
])ublic  sentiment  was  such  that  the  law  could  not 
Le  executed.  Hi^then  went  into  an  examination 
of  the  Senate  bill,  which  he  strongly  objected  to 
as  tending  not  only  to  diminish  the  mail  facilities 
of  Ihe  country,  but  to  throw  the  burden  of  the 
Post  Office  >m  the  custom-house  revenue.  He 
looked  upon  that  bill  as  part  of  a  system  in  which 
were  to  be  found  national  debt,  distribution,  and 
ext'avagaiu  expenditures,  and  which  was  intended 
as  an  excuse  for  a  high  liniff.  It  was  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  bounties  to  the  manufacturing 
interest,  that  all  the  burdens  of  the  Government 
were  lo  be  thrown  on  the  custom-housi?  revenues; 
and  these,  too,  were  lo  be  squandered  in  wasteful 
and  extravagant  expenditures.  Suppose,  said  lie, 
you  quarter  the  Post  Office  on  the  Treasury:  who 
IS  to  pay  forjhc  mail  transportation  of  the  coun- 
try.' Ihosi^vhoare  most  interested — the  mer- 
chants who  receive  the  letters.'  No;  the  burden 
was  lo  be  taken  from  them,  and  thrown  on  the 
consumption  of  the  country;  and  the  cost  of  the 
letters  of  the  mercliaiits  was  to  be  thrown  upon 
the  pound  of  sugar  and  the  l>ushel  of  salt  con- 
sumed by  the  laborer.  While  willing  lo  exuftid 
all  necessary  facilities  to  the  mcrcanlile  interest, 
he  was  not  willing  to  do  it  on  the  terms  proposed 
— he  was  not  willing  either  to  cut  down  the  mail 
facilities  or  throw  the  burden  of  the  Post  Office 
Department  on  the  consumption  of  the  country. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  SCHENCK, 

Mr.  HARDIN  proceeded  to  show  that,  thoijgh 
much  of  the  post  office  revenue  of  this  couijtry 
was  received  in  the  large  cities  of  the  North  and 
East,  the  credit  shoulu  not  be  wholly  given  to 


those  sections  of  the  country,  for  some  of  it  was 
due  to  those  distant  Stiilcs  from  which  the  letters 
were  written. 

Mr.  HAMMETT  made  some  obserratinns  on 
the  inefficiency  of  mail  conveniences  in  the  South, 
and  concluded  by  moving  that  the  commiUe« 
rise. 

On  that  question  tellers  were  called  for. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Bnnw.v  of 
ludianaand  Wintiirop  were  appoinud;  and  tliey 
reported — ayes  37,  noes  6D;  being  less  than  s 
quorum. 

Anoihcr  count  was  taken;  which  resulted — 
ayes  81,  noes  45. 

The  committee  accordingly  rose  and  reported 
progress. 

EASTKUN  II.MtBORS  BILL. 

Mr.  HUNGERFORD  then  moved  a  reconwd- 
eration  of  ihe  voli'  on  thceaslern  harbor  and  rivrr 
bill,  which  wnstaken  yesterday  piirsu.tiit  to  ili« 
terms  of  llie  Consliiution,  afler  it  had  beoii  re- 
turned by  the  President  of  the  United  States  with 
his  objections  thereto. 

The  SPEAKER  decided  the  motion  to  be  out 
of  order. 

Mr.  WINTHROP  suggested  ihat,  as  this  mo- 
tion had  taken  Ihem  all  by  surprise,  and  was,  in 
/act,  a  new  question  entirely,  the  S(>eaker should 
take  time  to  consider  it  until  to-morrow. 

The  SPEAKER  said  he  had  exoiniiicd  and 
well  considered  the  question,  and  had  no  doubt 
of  the  correctness  of  his  decision.  He  then  re- 
cited the  provision  of  the  Consiiiuiion  which 
prescribed  the  course  lo  be  taken  on  bills  re- 
turned lo  this  House  with  llie  presidential  veto, 
and  said  the  constitutional  course  had  been  pur- 
sued, and  the  motion  now  made  could  not  b« 
entertained. 

A  conversation  thereon  ensued  between  Mr. 
"WINTHROP  and  the  SPEAKER. 

Mr.  .'V  DA  MS  said,  in  order  to  lest  the  question, 
he  would  respectfully  appeal  from  the  decision  of 
the  Chair. 

Mr.  WINTHROP  said,  for  the  purposp  of  al- 
lowing time  for  consideration,  he  would  move  ibat 
the  House  do  now  adjourn. 

On  that  'lotion,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  or- 
dered; and  being  taken,  resulted — yeas  71,  ntvs 
7G. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

Tin;  qnesiion  recurred  on  the  appeal. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  moved  that  it  be  laid  uf  on 
the  lahle. 

Mr.  ADAMS  called  for  the  yeas  aad  n»y«: 
which  were  ordered;  and  being  taken,  resulted— 
yeas  CO,  nays  82. 

Mr.  REfJING  moved  the  previous  question. 

It  was  not  seconded. 

Mr.  .\DAMS  rose  to  address  the  House  upos 
the  appeal. 

Mr.  DROOMGOOLE  suggested  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  that,  if  he  would  yield 
the  floor,  he  would  move  an  adjournmciii. 

Mr.  ADAMS  accordingly  yielded  the  floor. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


The  roltowitiK  pelitioa*.  prejienled  tn-tUv,  were  la 
to  Ihe  re]>orter  Iiv  llie  incniliers  prestmlilig  lliem  : 

Hy  .Mr.  CATLIN':  The  pelilinii  of  >U'iir>' Cinjiirr  mi>4 
oilier:',  pnjyiti?  Tor  relief  Iroin  cerlnln  jilitiriiil  d«*ri^M«5; 
which  wtij*  referri'il  loUie  Ctinimiitee  (in  llie  Judirtsr^. 

By  Mr.  OWEN  :  Ihe  nieuiori.il  of  A.  T.  Wrielil  tni 
Rcveiity-.tix  lahers,  citizens  of  lndi:ina.  pntyineltm  nolic* 
be  given  tli.'U  Ihe  joint  occupaUori  ot'  Orc|fun  sfr:iM  o.-«.»* 

lly  Mr.  SMI'lH,  of  PcMnsylv3Mi.-i :  Tlie  p- 
zeiH  of  Philadelphia,  pniyliig  for  tuch  nti  sli- 
iiatumli/.atioii  h)w.4  a^  will  require  a  re^ijeic 
one  years  la  tlie  United  Stute^aic  a  prerequisite  io  i.aluisii- 
zation. 

IN  SENATE. 
Thirsdat,  June  13,  1844. 

Mr.  CHOATE presented  three  niemorials  from 
the  Slate  of  Pennsylvania,  praying  thai  tiic  naiu- 
ralizalion  laws  may  be  so  changed  as  lo  rvquiiv 
of  foreigners  a  residence  of  iwenty-one  years 
before  conferring  upon  ihem  the  rights  of  ciu- 
zenship;  which  were  referred  to  the  Judiciarx 
Coraniiilee. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE  presented  a  memorial 
from  citizens  of  the  town  of  Tecuraaoh,  Mir'ji- 
gan,  remonstraiing  against  the  annexation  of 
Texas  to  the  United  States;  which  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table.  '  , 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  a  petition  from  a 
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ban]r,Ncw  York,  prating  that  the  bill  which  has 
come  up  from  the  House  fixing  a  uniform  day  for 
the  election  of  members  of  Congress  and  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President  of  the  United  Stales  be 
made  applicable  to  the  election  of  1844;  which 
was  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  tabl^. 

REPORTS  FROM  COUMITTEES. 

Mr.  JARNAGIN,  from  theComnfltteeon  Pen- 
sions, reported  back,  without  amendment,  and 
with  aTecommendaiion  that  they  be  indefinitely 
postponed,  the  following  House  bills: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  Xtl  Orvis  Asenath ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Patrick  Maslcrson;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  McCauley. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.,  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions was  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  petition  o'f  the  widow  of  John  Roberts 
for  a  pension. 

Mr.  J.,  from  the  Committee  on  RcToIutionary 
Claims,  reported  back,  without  amendment,  the 
bill  of  the  House  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Telfair. 

Mr.  J.  said  a  bill  from  the  House  fur  the  relief 
of  David  Atkinson,  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  had 
been  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions  with- 
out any  papers  accompanying.  He  mentioned 
the  fact  that  if  there  were  any  papers  in  support  of 
the  claim  they  might  be  referred  to  the  committee. 

Mr.  ^.  from  the  same  committee ,  reported  back , 
without  amendment,  and  with  a  recommendation 
that  it  be  indefinitely  postponed,  the  bill  of  the 
House  for  the  relief  of  George  Wentling. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  that,  in  this  case,  he 
would  barely  observe  that  he  had  looked  over  the 
proofs  and  testimony  in  support  of  it;  and  if  an 
opportunity  was  aflforded,  nc  would  reverse  the 
decision  of  the  committee — declaring  most  sol- 
emnlythat,rrora  the  examination  of  the  testimony 
in  the  whole  case,  if  a  man  could  be  entitled  to  a 
pension,  this  man  was. 

Mr.  BERRIEN,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reported  back,  without  amendment, 
and  with  a  recommendation  that  they  do  pass, 
the  bill  from  the  House  entitled  "  An  act  supple- 
mentary to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  to  regulate 
mesne  process  in  the  District  of  Columbia,' " 
approved  August  1 ,  1842,  and  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  legal  reprcseiilaiives  of  Francis  Cazeau, 
late  merchant  at  Montreal. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  back,  without  amendment,  and 
with  a  recommendation  that  it  be  indefinitely 
postponed,  the  House  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to 
establish  a  collection  district  in  the  portofChi- 


Ir.  MILLER,  /rom  the  Committee  on  the 
Distriet  of  Columbia,  reported  back,  without 
amendment,  the  following  bills  from  the  House: 

The  bill  concerning  conveyances  or  devises  of 
places  of  public  worship  in  the  District  of  Colam- 
uia; 

The  bill  to  amend  the  act  to  incorporate  the 
Alexandria  Canal  Company;  and 

The  bill  to  repair  the  roof  of  the  court-house  in 
the  town  of  Alexandria. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HUNTINGTON;  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  were  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  petition  of  the  ship 
owners  and  masters  of  Baltimore,  asking  that 
ezperimenu  may  be  made  to  test  the  practica- 
bility of  using  the  Drummond  light  in  the  light- 
houses of  the  United  States,  instead  of  oil. 

Also,  reported  back,  from  the  same  committee, 
with  an  amendment  as  a  substitute,  the  House 
bill  entitled  "  An  act  creating  a  collection  district 
in  the  State  of  Maine,  and  constituting  Bangor, 
in  said  district,  a  port  of  entry  and  clearance." 
The  substitute  was  ordered  to  be  printfcd. 

Also,  reported  back,  without  amendment,  and 
with  a  recommendation  that  they  do  pass,  the 
bills  from  the  House  for  the  relief  of  the  owners 
and  crew  of  the  brig  Mary  Frances,  and  owners 
and  crew  of  the  schooner  Privado. 

Also,  reported  back,  from  the  same  committee, 
with  a  recommendation  that  they  be  indefinitely 
postponed,  the  following  bills  from  the  House: 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Ellcry; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  owners  and  crew 
of  the  schooner  Success; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Grant,  Seth 
Grant,  Israel  P.  Stone,  and  Emily  Pinkham,  own- 
ers of  the  fishing  schooner  James  and  Henry,  of 
Cape  Porpoise,  Maine,  and  othera; 
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The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joshua  Knowles,  and 
others,  of  the  fishing  schooner  Garnet; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  owners  and  crew 
of  the  fishing  schooner  Florilla; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  owners  and  crew 
of  the  fishing  schooner  Two  Brothers; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  H.  Russell  and 
others; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  owners  and  crew 
of  the  schooner  Dove;  and 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Barnaby  Baker  and 
others,  owners  of  the  schooner  Union. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BATES,  the  Committee  on 
Pensions  was  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  petition  of  Azel  Spalding,  pray- 
ing compensation  for  his  services  as  pension 
agent,  a  general  bill  having  been  reported  for  that 
purpose. 

Mr.  EVANS,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
reported  back,  without  amendment,  the  bill  mak- 
ing appropriation  for  the  naval  service  of  the 
United  States  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  30th  June, 
1845;  and  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
payment  of  naval  pensions. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ATHERTON,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions  was  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  petition  of  a  number  of 
citizens  of  New  York,  asking  for  a  pension  for 
John' Keith. 

Mr.  A.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
an  adverse  report  on  the  resolution  instructing 
that  committee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
granting  a  pension  to  Lieutenant  Silas  Chatneld. 
The  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  A.  also, from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  David  Currier;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  a  joint  resolution  to  authorize  the 
sale  or  other  disposition  of  a  lot  of  ground  belong- 
ing to  the  United  States  in  the  city  of  Savannah, 
Georgia,  which  was  originally  purchased  for  the 
purpose  of  erecting  a  custom-house  thereon, 
winch  has  not  been  used,  and  which  is  believed 
to  be  unfit  for  that  purpose ;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  a  second  reading;  subsequently  con- 
sidered as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  reported 
to  the  Senate,  and  ordered  to  be  cngrosseil  for  a 
third  reading 

Mr.  HENDERSON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  reported  back,  without  amend- 
ment, the  joint  resolution  from  the  House  author- 
izing the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury  to 
audit  and  settle  the  accounts  of  William  P.  Zant- 
ziiiger. 

PUINCBTON  VICTIMS. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  said  it  was  within  the  rec- 
ollection of  the  Senate  that  when  the  unfortunate 
accident  on  board  the  Princeton  took  place,  the 
President  communicated  the  fact  to  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress,  upon  which  the  two  Houses 
appointed  a  committee  of  arrangements  to  take 
cliarge  of  the  funeral.  Afterwards  the  committee 
recommended  that  each  House  should  pay  a 
moiety  of  the  expenses  of  that  funeral  out  of 
their  contingent  funds.  The  House  yesterday 
adopted  a  resolution  directing  their  part  to  be  paid 
out  of  their  contingent  fund.  It  has  been  pro- 
posed by  the  committee  of  arrangements  of  the 
Senate  that  the  same  course  be  pursued  here. 
He  would  therefore  submit  the  following  resolu- 
tion : 

Remhed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be  directed 
to  examine  the  accounts,  and  settle  and  pay  one  half  ot*  the 
same,  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  tlie  t^*^nate,  of  the  fu- 
neral expenses  of  II)o:«g  who  were  killed  iw  the  explosion 
on  board  the  Meamer  Princeton :  Providti,  Tliat  tbe  half 
to  be  paid  by  tbe  Secretary  shall  nut  exceed  tlie  sum  of 
«775. 

The  resolution  lies  over  one  day, under  the  rule. 
BXTRA  PAY  TO  PAQBS. 

Mr.  TALLMAD6E  submitted  a  resolution  to 
allow  extra  pay  to  the  pages;  which  lies  on  the 
table. 

ANNEXATION  OF  TEXAS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BENTON,  the  previous  or- 
ders of  the  day  were  postponed,  and  the  Senate 
took  up  for  consideration,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  annexation  of  Texas  to 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  BENTON  spoke  for  more  than  two  hours 
upon  the  subject. 


Mr.  McDUFFIE  expressed  a  wish  to  say 
something.  He  thought  it  was  but  just  that  the 
question  should  be  kept  open  to  enable  some  reply 
to  the  remarks  of  the  Senator  from  Missouri. 

Mr.  EVANS  said  such  was  the  condition  of 
tbe  business  that  he  must  persist  in  his  motion. 
Some  other  opportunity  might  occur,  after  the 
appropriation  bills  were  disposed  of,  toenable  Sen- 
ators  to  reply. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and  being 
taken,  resulted — yeas  35,  nays  20;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messn.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard,  Berrien, 
Choatc,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Dayton,  Evans,  FmncU,  Han- 
negan,  Henderson,  Huntington,  Jamogin,  Johnson,  Mer- 
ricK,  Miller,  Morehead,  Pearce,  Porter,  Rives,  Biminoiw, 
Uphani,  and  Wo<idbr]dge — 05. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Alien,  Atchison,  Atberton,  Bagby,  Ben- 
ton, Buchanan,  Colquitt,  Fairfield.  Fulton,  Haywood, 
Lewis,  McDume,  Nllea,  Semple,  Sturgeon,  Tallmadge, 
Tappan,  Walker,  Woodbury,  and  Wrigfai— SU. 

So  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

CIVIL  AND  DIPLOMATIC  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  the  House  bill 
making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic 
expenses  of  Government  for  the  fiscal  year  end- 
ing the  30th  day  of  June,  1845,  and  for  other 
purposes,  was  taken  up  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  EVANS  said  the  question  would  be  first 
on  the  amendments  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

The  first  three  amendments  were  severally  read, 
and  adopted,  without  objection,  in  the  or^er  fol- 
lowing: 

1st.  Increasing  the  appropriation  for  stationery, 
fuel,  printing,  and  all  other  contingent  expenses 
of  the  Senate,  from  $40,000  to  $60,000. 

2d.  Increasing^  the  appropriation  for  purchasine 
books  for  tlie  Library  of  Congress,  from  ^,500 
to  $5,000. 

3d.  Inserting,  among  tbe  appropriations  for  the 
office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  an  addi- 
tional sum  of  $750  for  compensation  for  carrying 
the  Department  mails,  and  for  arrearages  for  two 
years. 

The  fourth  apiendment  was  to  strike  out  the 
appropriation  for  completing  the  marine  hospital 
at  the  town  of  McDonough,  opposite  the  city  af 
New  Orleans,  $30,000. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  inquired  why  the  Committee 
on  Finance  proposed  to  strike  out  this  appropria- 
tion ? 

Mr.  EVANS  explained  that  the  committee  did 
so  for  two  reasons:  first,  because  the  appropria- 
tion had  no  business  in  the  civil  and  diplomatio 
appropriation  bill;  and  next,  because  there  was 
not  a  particle  of  evidence  befoi^  the  committee 
that  this  or  any  other  sum  was  necessary. 

Mr.  BARROW  contended  strenuously  that  a 
marine  hospital  at  New  Orleans  was  indispensa-  ^ 
ble  to  commerce;  that  the  appcopriation  of  Con-  * 
gress  had  been  already  made  to  the  amount  of 
$60,000,  but  only  as  much  of  it  was  expended  as 
raised  the  walls  and  put  on  tbe  roof;  but  the  moia 
piirt  of  the  appropriation  was  transferred  to  the 
surplus  fund,  and  that  ihe  appropriation  now  re- 
quired was  only  a  fulfillment  of  a  former  act. 

Mr.  EVANS  replied,  stating  that  no  estimates 
or  evidence  had  been  adduced  (b  the  committee. 

On  Mr.WOODBURY'S  suggestion,  thisamend- 
meiit  was  passed  by  till  the  gentleman  had  time 
to  supply  some  proof,  for  there  had  been  reaMy 
none  before  the  committee,  that  either  $10,000, 
$20,000,  or  $30,000  was  necessary.  He  did  not 
doubt  that  something  was  required. 

The  fifth  amendment  was,  to  strike  out  the  ap- 

gropriation  of  $4,000  for  the  payment  of  Jeremiah 
mith,  junior,  as  per  schedule  to  the  Sac  and  Fox 
treaty,  concluded  11th  October,  1842,  and  the  act 
of  Congress  of  3d  Morch,  1843,  for  carrying  into 
effect  the  provisions  of  said  treaty. 

The  proposition  to  strike  out  this  appropriation 
was  urged  by  Mr.  EVANS  on  grounds  similar 
to  those  he  urged  in  regard  to  the  preceding  one; 
and  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  BUCHANAN, 
CRITTENDEN,  WRIGHT,  and  others. 

The  nature  of  the  case  was  this,  as  understood 
from  its  discussion.  The  money  had  already 
been  paid  by  the  Treasury  Department  to  a  Jere. 
m(kh  Smith,  but  not  the  right  one.  The  Jere. 
mioh  named  in  the  schedule  of  the  treaty  had  a 
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•Junior"  lo  his  niimo,  and  the  other  had  not. 
flic  other  Jcreiiiinh  lind  a  claim  agninst  thcGov- 
cnimenl  for  $400;  and,  on  callinf;  at  the  Depart- 
ment to  know  if  ftny  appropriation  had  been  made 
for  hiselaim.was  lold  there  was  not  one  for  $400, 
but  there  was  for  |i4,000.  He  asked  the  partic- 
xilars;  aJid,  having  h:arned  them,  kept  dark,  went 
away,  got  up  tin:  necessary  papers,  describing 
himself  as  "  Jeremiah  Smith  here  present,"  and 
got  along:  with  iheni  through  the  different  offices 
without  any  dilTiculiy,  till  it  came  to  the  point  of 

gresejiling  ihem  for  payment  to  the  Treasurer, 
lut,  to  avoid  doing  it  in  person,  he  cunningly 
waited  till  a  few  minutes  before  three  o'clock, 
when  the  doors  close,  and  then  stepped  ov,cr  to 
the  bank,  pretending  that  he  had  not  time  to  get 
through  the  ofliccs  that  evening,  and  could  not 
do  witliout  the  money.  On  his  assignment,  the 
bank  gave  him  the  money,  and  next  day  the 
Treasurer  paid  it  to  the  bank.  Noihing  wrong 
would  have  been  suspected,  had  not  the  real  Jere- 
miah, junior,  applied  for  the  money,  in  due  sea- 
son. On  being  told  that  another  Jeremiah  had 
personated  him,  he  gave  nniiile  proof  that  he 
nim.self  was  the  only  one  entiiled;  and  the  Attor- 
ney General  and  Secreniry  of  the  Treasury,  on  a 
review  of  the  case  and  documents,  decided  upon 

t)aying  the  real  Jeremiah  the  money,  and  gave 
lim  notice  lo  that  effect.  He  sent  on  his  power 
of  attorney  to  receive  it;  bul,  for  some  reason  or 
other,  it  had  not  as  yet  been  paid.  It  was  now 
sixteen  months  due;  and,  in  consequence  of  this 
delay,  the  man's  property  had  been  sold  to  p.ty 
demands  this  money  was  intended  to  meet.  It 
was  argued  that  it  was  not  necessary  to  make  an 
npprupriatiq;!  for  the  money  a  second  lime,  the 
Aitorney  General  and  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
having  decided  on  paying  the 'real  Jeremiah 
Smith,  jr.;  but  that  the  appropriation  should  be 
to  allow  the  Treasurer  credit  fur  the  amount  thus 
paid  in  error. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  amendment, 
it  was  rejected — ayes  10,  noes  22. 

So  the  appropriaUon  was  not  stricken  out. 
The  following  amendments  were  adopted  with- 
out objection,  (continuing  their  numerical  ordi;r:) 
■    6th.  In  the  appropriations  for  the  Navy  Depart- 
nienl,  to  insert: 

Prorirfcrf,  TIeit  wlicrievfr  a  rnptain  in  the  Navysltnll  fill 
the  ollice  of  tlie  Cliii'l'  of  the  DitriMU  of  Coiislruclion, 
E^qtlipiuent,  anil  U<-pairs,  or  ?he  ortioe  of  the  ilureau  ol' 
Cloiliiiit;,  liU  c(jmpeiisani>ii  ^li:)ll  b(Mli);  f:aiiie  u^  that  nl- 
loWL'J  by  law  to  tlic  Clji'^C  i)f  Ih'^  Bureau  ot"  Niivy  Varilrf 
and  l>oc'ki  ;  and  Ilie  auin  of  .^l.tKXJ  Is  hereby  niiprnpri.lli-d 
fur  liie  addiUonat  coinpen.'intlnii  liereby  i^rnuU'd,  and  a  fur- 
llier  8uinur$l,0;^,ort>omucli  Uiereof  a^  may  be  neccsi^ary, 
fur  arrearages. 

7ih.  In  the  appropriations  for  the  same  Depart- 
ment, to  iiicrea.se  the  sum  forextra  clerk  hire  from 
(^,UOU  to  $6,009. 

The  Senate,  at  this  stage  of  the  proceedings,  at 
the  hour  of  three  o'clock,  took  a  recess  till  five 
o'clock,  p.  m. 


EVENING  SESSION. 
The  Senate  reassembled  at  five  o'clock. 

CITXI,  AND  DIPLOMATIC  BILL. 

The  following  amendments  were  adopted  with- 
out debate: 

8ih.  Inserting,  "  for  compensation  of  assistant 
surgeon,  detailed  for  duty  in  the  Bureau  of  Med- 
icine ami  Surgery,  at  the  rale  of  §1,400  j)er  annum, 
including  arrearages  since  the  24ih  April,  1844, 
(51,656  50." 

9th.  Inserting,  after  the  appropriation  of  $800 
for  miscellaneous  items  in  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment, the  words,  "  including  compensation  to  the 
superintendent  of  the  General  Post  Office  building, 
from  the  Istof  January,  1842,  to  the  30ili  of  June, 
1844,  at  the  rate  of  $250  a  year." 

lOih.  Inserting  "  for  clerks  in  the  offices  of  the 
surveyors  general,  to  transcribe  field  notes  of  sur- 
vey, for  the  purpose  of  preserving  them  at  the 
seat  of  Government,  in  aiidilion  to  former  appro- 
priations, as  follow.s:  office  of  surveyor  general 
northwest  of  Ohio,  $4,500;  office  of  surveyor  gen- 
eral of  Wisconsin  and  Iowa,  $2,000;  office  of  sur- 
veyor general  of  Illinois  and  Missouri,  $4,000; 
office  of  surveyor  general  of  Arkansas,  $1,000; 
office  of  surveyor  general  of  Alabama,  $1,000." 

Illh.  Striking  out  "for  negotiating  with  the 
Winnebago  and  Sioux  Indian.s,  $2,000."         * 

12th.  Limiting  (he  apprupriutiun  for  the  legis- 


lative department  of  the  Territory  of  Florida  to 
its  own  members  and  officers. 

14th,  15ih,  ICih,  17th.  Separating  the  jointap- 
propriation  of  $8,000,  for  the  statues  made  by  Per- 
sico  and  Greenougli,  for  the  blocking  on  the  east 
side  of  the  Capitol,  so  as  to  make  a  payment  to 
Greenougli  of  $4,000  for  his  group,  and  a  payment 
of  $4,000  to  Persico,  as  compensation  for  services 
rendered  and  expenses  incurred  in  bringing  his 
group  here  and  placing  it  on  its  pedestal. 

18th.  Striking  out  a  parenthetical  clause. 

10th.  Increasing  the  ajipropriation  fi>r{»urvey- 
in^  the  public  lands,  from  $50,000  to  $162,000. 

[20th.  Passed  over^  to  be  debated.] 

2Isl.  Inserting  "for  salary  of  consul  at  Beyrut, 
$500." 

22d.  Striking  out  of  the  specific  appropriations 
for  outfit  to  foreign  ministers,  the  word  "  Rus- 
sia," and  inserting  Mexico." 

23d.  Inserting" forsalariesofthepresenlcharges 
dcs  affaires  lo  Belgiuiti  and  Sardinia,  for  the  half 
year  ending  December  11,  1844,  $4,500." 

24th.  Including  in  same  general  appropriation 
for  outfits,  Sardinia,  Chili,  and  Texas. 

25th.  Increasing  the  sum  for  these  outfits  from 
$27,000  lo  $40,500. 

26th.  Inserting  "  for  compensation  to  the  com- 
missioner to  the  Sandwich  Islands,  $3,000." 

27lh.  Inserting  "  for  defraying  expensis  of 
forwarding  the  mails  between  Chagres  and  Pana- 
ma, including  the  compensation  of  an  agent  at 
each  of  those  places  for  that  purpose,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  $3,000." 

[28lh.  Debated.) 

29th.  Iii.serting  "  $1,291  for  compensation  and 
arrearages  of  copying  clerk  ia  the  office  of  Soli- 
citor of  the  Treasury." 

30th.  "  For  increasing  compensation  of  assist- 
ant messenger  in  the  General  Land  Office  to$l  75 
per  day,  $288  75." 

31st.  Inserting  "for  additional  compensation 
to  the  assistant  messenger  in  the  office  of  the  Ilegis- 
ter  of  the  Treasury,  $200." 

32d.  Inserting  "  fur  compensation  and  arrear- 
ages for  preparing  a  classified  synoptical  index 
of  public  documents  in  ihi:  office  of  the  Comp- 
troller of  the  Treasury,  &c.,  $1,158." 

33d.  In.serting  "for  compensation  of  four 
clerks  hereby  authorizi'd  lo  be  appointed  and  em- 
ployed in  the  office  of  the  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury,  $5,600." 

[34ih.  Debated.] 

35th.  Inserting  $365dollaisforaddilional  com- 
pensation to  the  watchman  employed  at  the  War 
Department. 

(.36th,  37th,  and  38th.  Debated.] 

The  amendments  without  debate  having  been 
gone  through  with,  those  laid  over  for  discussion 
were  taken  up  in  the  following  order: 

20lli.  In  the  appropriation  for  the  salaries  of 
the  charges  des  nffiiies  to  Portugal,  Denmark, 
Sweden,  Holland,  Belgium,  Chili,  Peru,  Vene- 
zuela, New  Granada,  Texas,  Naples,  Sardinia, 
and  Buenos  Ayres,  to  strike  out  "  Belgium"  and 
"Sardinia." 

Mr.  ARCHKR,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Ilelalions,  called  upon  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Finance  [Mr.  Evans]  for  in- 
formation as  t(>  ihis  proposition. 

Mr.  KVANS  ixplaiiied,  that  the  committee 
understood  thcgenileman  in  chai^eof  one  of  those 
missions  had  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  resign 
during  the  current  half  year,  and  the  salaries  of 
both  were  provided  for  till  December  in  an  amend- 
ment already  adopted.  Il  was  tli.onght  ]irobable 
the  mi.ssion  to  Sardinia  might  be  dispensed  with; 
bul  if  found  necess^iry  to  continue  it,  the  salary 
for  the  next  half  year  could  be  provided  forsoon 
enough  next  session.  So,  too,  with  regard  to 
Belgium. 

The  sub  jectwasdebn  ted  at  great  length,  Messrs. 
EVANS.ClllTTENDEN.and  BERRIEN,con- 
tending  that  the  treaty  having  been  satisfactorily 
concluded,  all  ihat  was  necessary  was  to  keep  a 
consulal  Sardinia, a  mission  of  higher  grade  beiiis 
wholly  useless;  and  Messrs.  ARCHER,  MER- 
RICK, and  CHOATE,  maintaining  that  the  pop- 
ulation of  Sardinia  being  five  million,  and  our 
indirect  trade  with  thai  country  having  now  grown 
up  to  $1,600,000  yearly,  our  interests — particu- 
larly in  reference  to  the  great  object  of  the  treaty, 
our  tobacco  interest — rt.'ouired  the  continuance  of 
the  mission  now  established,  particularly  as  we 
had  requested  of  Sardinia  a  reciprocity  of  minis- 


ters, and  that  Court  kept  ono  of  equal  grade  at 
our  seat  of  Government.    ' 

Mr.  WOODBURY  said  that  he  rose  merely  to 
suggest  one  or  two  practiail  considerations  con- 
nected with  this  mission  to  Sardinia.  We  had  a 
commerce  there,  circuitous  more  tlian  direct,  and 
connected  Vifith  the  grain,  fish,  and  lard,  of  iliij 
country,  as  well  as  the  tobacco.  These  am  l--! 
cleared  to  Cuba  and  Brazil,  and  their  proce'-d.^;  jn 
coffee  and  sftgar  went  ilu'n  to  Genoa  and  into  Ike 
interior.  Again:  our  Medilerranean  squadron  at 
times  visiied  that  beautiful  harbor,  and  were 
likely  to  do  so  more — a  port  whence  so  many 
gallant  fleets  hod  formerlyswarmed. 

But  beyond  these,  to  render  a  minisler  proper, 
we  had  a  new  treaty,  on  the  construction  of  which 
new  points  were  likely  to  ari.se,  and  much  oflener 
than  in  countries  where  our  ircaiies  wer<>  old.  A 
consul  was  a  mere  merchant, and  not  a  lawy  r  i  r 
statesman  to  grapple  with  such  question^ 
even  a  higher  minister  than  a  charge  would  it, 
for  a  time,  be  amiss  for  this  place, and  the  rest  uf 
Italy,  if  you  please.  There  were  no  open  qm^s- 
tions  now  at  Austria  or  RuK.sia,  at  Sweden  vr 
Denmark,  at  Holland  or  Bilgium,  Vcnnzinl.i  or 
NewGianada, Pernor  Chili,  more  limn  her>  -.uid 
if  this  mission  was  to  be  discontinued  on  that  .i'-- 
count,  so  should  these  be.  Bul  in  truth,  ui«i<r 
tt  growing  commerce,  a  resort  of  our  large  squad- 
ron, and  a  new  treaty  with  Sardinia,  difficult  ques- 
tions were  more  likely  to  arise  than  at  movl  ft 
the  old  missions;  and  if,  by  uniting  two  or  mor« 
contiguous  courts,  we  could  have  sent  a  higher 
resident  minisler  than  a  chargf  here,  and  at  kt- 
eral  of  the  n-st,  the  whole  exi»ense  might  be  di- 
minished, and  the  higher  grade  of  qualifications 
insured  for  the  respectability  of  our  country  and 
the  security  of  our  interests  abroiid. 

On  this  amendment  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
demanded;  and  being  taken, resulU'd — yens  15, 
nays  28;  as  follows: 

YEA8— M>'jsr».  Berrien,  Crinenilon.  Dut-ton,  E»»»«, 
Hcndenton,  lluntinslfui,  Janiaj;in.  Jotin^on.  V  "   -   *"  ■ 
head.  Phelps,  Seinplt?,  'I'appun.  Upturn,  Ami  \ 

N.AV.S  — M^-sr..  Allien,  Arili.r.  Alrbi— 
Bnsby,  B.ltc.t,  Bentn:i,  Breese.  Buchanan,  Tl:' 
r.'nnifbl.  Frunei^,  rulloii,  ll.'iunenan,  lln>  ■ 
l<ewL<,  MeDuffip,  Mnnsuin,  Merrick,  I'orlt-T. 
ffciai,  Tallniadse,  VVitlker,  WmNlbridi^e,  nud  %t  i".uuu.i  — 
28. 

So  the  word  "  Sardinia  "  was  not  stricken  out. 

Mr.  EVANS  said  it  was  not  necessary  turaake 
any  distinction  with  regard  to  Belgium. 

The  whole  amendment  was  then  rejected. 

Mr.  EVANS  said,  as  a  matter  of  course,  the 
twenty-third  ainendment  was  not  necessary. 

It  was  accordingly,  by  unanimous  cooseM, 
stricken  out..  , 

On  the  twenty-eighth  amendment. 

For  pnyinent  for  Uie  fourth  and  Itflli  ▼ohimeji  nf  Ibe 
Documentary  History,  under  cuntmct  witli  tll«  Secrvorr 
of  Suite,  84t<,i97, 

Mr.  TAPPAN  said  he  was  utterly  opposed  to 
this  approprition,  and  should  demand  the  yeas 
and  nays  upon  it. 

Mr.  EVANS  said  the  Senator  from  Ohio  did 
not  seem  to  understand  the  mailer.     Here  was  • 
contract  which  it  was  impossible  lo  set  aside, af>d 
the  duties  having  been  performed  under  il,  most 
be  paid  for.     Tlie  work  had   been  done  and  re- 
ceived.    How,  then,  was  Congress  lo  get  oxer 
paying  for  il.'     A  very  great  and  iniporiaiii  mrnl 
ificalion  of  the  contract  had  been  m.i'i 
sanction  of  the  contractor.     Would  i 
refuse  lo  pay  the  obligations  of  the  Ui'x  muituv 
for  work  done  according  to  its  contract? 

Mr.  TAPP.\N  said  he  knew  of  no  rflectoal 
mode  of  slopping  this  business  of  priniiiig  books 
by  Congress  for  dLitribiitiuii  lo  themselves,  bai 
by  lefusinif  lo  pay  for  them. 

Mr.  EVANS.  I  put  ihis  tiuestion  to  th<?  Sen- 
ator: have  the  fourth  and  filth  volumes  of  tlii* 
work  been  printed  according  (o  contract,  ami 
received  by  the  Government? 

Mr.  TAPPAN  did  not  know. 

Mr.  EVANS.  1  do  know;  and  1  tell  liim  they 
have,  and  they  must  be  paid  for. 

Mr.  MERRICK  said  it  was  useless  lo  ailemr-i 
any  evasion  of  the  contract.  A  great  point  baJ 
been  gained  in  its  modification;  but  the  very  net 
authorizing  Ihis  modification,  r«nfirnied  the  ob- 
ligation of  the  Goveriiuieni  as  to  the 
tioned  by  the  Deparimenl  of  Stale.     I 

Senator  from  Ohio  think  it  was  pos.-::„.     

Government  to  get  out  of  this  raodi&ed  cooiiact.' 
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Mr.  EVANS,  (from  his  scat.)  Let  him  have 
tbu  yens  and  nays. 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  yens  and  nays; 
nnd  resulted — yeas  24,  nays  5;  as  follows: 

YEA^  —  McMti.  Aicklson,  Barrow,  B.itFS,  Bayard, 
DreOK,  Olioate,  Criltei)d<!li,  Dajrtoii,  Evans,  Fmncis,  Ful- 
'lon,  Uaywoiid,  Uu«er,  HiiiiUii{tto:i,  Jarriagiii,  Mnnftum, 
Merrick,  Pciirce,  I'liuliM,  Porter,  Tallinadxs,  Upliain, 
Walker,  anil  Woodbrld^e— 24. 

NAVd— .Meur«.  Alleit,  Atberton,  Lewis,  Tappan,  and 
Wriflit— 6. 

So  the  amendment  was  adopted. 

On  the  thirty -fourth  amendment,  which  was  as 
follows: 

Pur  defraying  the  expenses  Incurred  by  the  National  In- 
stitute, in  taking  cire  ot'  flic  jMiblie  property  and  coileetlnns 
in  Its  cliarge,  $4,110^:  Pnnidcd,  That,  in  conrnrmity  with 
tbe  power  reserved  ill  Itn  cliarter,  tiin  tiUe  of  all  pruperty 
now  ur  liereaftcr  in  charge,  and  under  the  control  or  the 
tnnitiite,  not  before  belonging  to  tile  United  Sutes,  be 
vested  in  tbeni, 

Mr.  ALLEN  called  for  information. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  explained  that  the  public 

Cropcrty,  consisting  of  miscellaneous  collections, 
oth  native  and  foreign,  of  specimens  in  natural 
history,  Indian  curiosities,  &c.,  hitherto  in  care 
of  several  of  the  Executive  Departments,  having 
become  so  numerous  as  to  be  inconvenient,  they 
had,  with  theasscntorrequestof  theDepartments, 
been  transferred  to  the  care  of  the  National  Insti- 
tute, in  the  largo  room  of  the  Patent  Office  appro- 
1>riated  to  the  use  of  the  Institute.  It  was  soon 
Eiiown;  and  large  contributions  of* like  articles, 
and  books,  were  made  from  all  quarters.  There 
we're  some  inevitable  expenses  attending  this  care, 
consisting  of  freights  on  specimens  of  minerals, 
collections  coming  in  from  other  countries,  post- 
ages, and  the  services  of  those  employed  about 
the  business,  and  for  which  the  sum  proposed  to 
be  appropriated  was  very  moderate. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  considered  those  things  in  the 
care  of  a  salaried  officer  of  the  Government — the 
CommissioiierofPutentsaiidhisosaistants.  This 
matter  belonged  to  the  Committee  on  the  Library. 
The  Government  should  have  nothing  to  do  with 
the  property  of  the  National  Institute,  and  no  ap- 
propriation should  be  made  to  purchase  its  trash. 
He  would  not  give  $^0  for  the  whole  collection. 

Mr.  WOODDURV  read  the  report  of  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  on  the  Library,  expressly 
deputed  to  examine  into  tbe  matter;  which  showed 
the  immense  extent  and  value  of  this  collection, 
consisting  of  man  y  thousand  articles,  a  large  libra- 
ry, and  iiumrrous  boxes  yet  unopened. 

Mr.  CliOATE,08  u  member  of  the  committee, 
testified  to  the  high  qualities  of  the  gentleman  who 
made  the  report,  and  to  the  value  and  importance 
of  the  colleciioii. 

Mr.  ALLEN  denounced  this  new  creation  of 
a  political  department,  as  one  got  up  under  the 

f>reiensR  of  keeping  the  skins  of  beast«  and  col- 
ections  of  bugs,  and  characterized  it  as  part  and 
parcel  of  the  system  of  extravagance  and  squan- 
dering of  the  public  money  for  political  cOect, 
which  was  tending  so  rapidly  to  crntrnlizatioii  and 
consolidation  of  power  in  the  hands  of  the  General 
Government. 

Mr.  WALKER  pointed  out  the  inconsistency 
of  refusing  to  pay  the  expenses  of  taking  care  of 
this  miscellaneous  property  of  the  Government, 
and  voting  for  appropriations  to  take  care  of  other 
specific  property.  It  cost  less  under  the  care  of 
the  Institute  than  it  would  scattered  through  the 
offices  of  the  several  Departments;  and  those  who 
voted  for  the  expedition  to  make  the  collection 
given  ill  charge  to  the  Institute,  could  not,  he 
tliouglit,  consistently  refuse  a  small  appropriation 
to  preserve  them. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  was  sorry  to  be  obliged  to 
differ  from  so  many  members  of  the  Institute,  for 
every  one  knew  how  much  they  had  distinguished 
themselves  in  the  late  exhibition  of  the  members 
of  the  National  Institute,  and  how  ardently  they 
advocated  its  advantages  to  the  country;  but  he 
did  not  want  to  see  the  Government  purchasing 
these  curiosities;  there  was  no  necessity,  for,  at 
the  expiration  of  the  charter  of  the  Institute,  they 
would  all  belong  to  the  Goverament.    He  point- 
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ed  out  one  of  the  moat  valuable  colleges  in  the 
United  States  in  which  the  services  of  three  able 
professors  are  considered  well  paid  for  at  f  1,500 
each,  amounting  to  only  $4,500;  and  here  were 
|4,000  proposea  to  be  given  for  this  collection  ! 
Let  the  Institute  keep  and  take  care  of  its  own 
property. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  asked,  was  this  the  nineteeiilh 
century,  in  which  he  heard  it  objected  to  this  in- 
stitution that  its  objects  were  either  political,  «r 
so  trifling  as  to  regard  only  the  keeping  for  show 
of  skins  of  beasts  and  collections  of  bugs?  He 
repudiated  such  views.  When  gentlemen  talked 
thus  of  frill's,  they  seemed  to  forget  that  there  was 
something  more  contemptible,  and  that  was  Aum- 
biiga.  He  regarded  the  Institute  as  essential  to  a 
nation  in  an  advanced  stage  of  civilization,  and 
most  important  in  preserving  that  intercourse  of 
nations  which'  tended  to  harmonize  and  enlighten 
the  human  family. 

After  some  further  remarks  by  Mr.  B.,  advo- 
cating the  appropriation, 

Mr.  WOODBURY  said  he  besought  the  indul- 
gence of  tbe  Senate  a  single  moment,  "^is  ap- 
propriation was  entirely  misunderstood,  as  to  both 
Its  object  and  constitutionality.  Its  object  was 
not  to  purchase  acoUection  of  curiositiesand  books 
from  the  Institute,  but  merely  to  defray  the  ex- 
pense of  taking  care  of  what  had  long  been  our 
own  curiosities  and  books,  and  such  others  as  we 
had  a  reversionary  interest  in.  Itsobject  wasnot 
donations  to  corporations  in  the  States  or  to  indi- 
viduals—notadvahcing  the  private  interests  of  any 
one — but  to  furnish,  in  part,  the  money  required 
to  be  paid  for  preserving  well  our  own  properly. 
No  member  of  the  Institute  received  a  dollar  for 
his  personal  services;  but  freights,  postages,  lights, 
manual  labor,  dbc.,  about  the  articles,  would  en- 
gross the  whole  sum  in  one  or  two  years.  And 
were  we  to  be  told  that  it  was  unconstitutional  to 
take  good  care  of  what  belonged  to  the  Govern- 
ment.' Yet  that  was  the  whole  design  of  tbe  ap- 
propriation, and  we  should  be  derelict  to  duty, 
and  to  our  constitutional  duty,  if  we  allowed  any 
^rt  of  the  public  property  to  perish  through  our 
neglect.  He  would  not  say  how  far  we  could  and 
ought  to  go  in  liberal  aid  to  science,  the  arts,  and 
emoellishmenta  of  life,  within  this  District,  where 
we  possessed  exclusive  legislation .  That  was  not 
now  the  question.  But  it  was  whether  public 
property,  like  (he  eagle  over  your  head,  the  por- 
trait of  the  Fallicr  of  his  Country  on  the  wall  be- 
fore us,  the  statuA  in  front  of  the  Capitol,  the 
medals  in  your  Departments,  the  books  in  your 
libraries,  were  not  all  to  be  taken  care  of?  And 
if  so,  are  not  similar  article*  of  yours  lodged  with 
the  Institute?  And  if  it  has  been  constitutional 
to  obtain  and  preserve  those,  has  it  not  been  so  as 
to  these?  And  will  you  make  appropriations  to 
pay  clerks,  watchmen,  and  a  police,  in  this  very 
bill,  to  guard  the  former,  and  not  vote  even  a  pit- 
tance to  protect  the  latter  ?  Yes,  sir,  let  me  tell 
Senators  from  Ohio,  you  vote  in  this  bill  nearly 
fifty  thousand  dollars  to  preserve  and  perpetuate 
the  fruits  of  the  exploring  expedition  —  rocks, 
shells,  plants,  reptiles,  fish,  "  bugs,"  and  all — 
and  yet  falter  and  doubt  if  we  can  vote  anything 
to  defray  the  expense  of  the  charge  of  simdar  ar- 
ticles belonging  to  you,  and  obtained  at  much  less 
cost,  and  in  a  manner  much  less  questionable  as 
to  its  constiturionality.  If  gentlemen  insist  on 
sneeringat  6ugs,  let  me  caution  them  that  the  worst 
bug  of  all  is  a  humbug. 

After  some  further  observations  from  Mr.  TAP- 
PAN  in  opposition, 

Mr.  HAYWOOD,  to  make  the  amendment  ac- 
ceptable to  him,  moved  to  strike  out  its  proviso. 

The  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
tbe  amendment. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and  being 
taken,  resulted — yeas  30,  nays  14;  as  follows: 

YE  AB — Messrs.  Arclier,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard,  Berrien, 
Choate,  Clayton,  Crlttend*!n,  Dayton,  Evans,  Francis.  Ful- 
ton, Henderson,  Huser,  Huntington,  Jarna^in,  Johnson, 
MaDgum,  Merrick,  Miller,  Morebead^earce,  Phelps,  Por- 
ter, Sturgeon,  TalMnnlfe,  Uphsm,  Walkar,  Wooobrldft, 
and  Woodbujr— 90, 


NAYS — Messrs.  AI1«>D,  Atchison,  Atherton,  Bagbyi 
Brecse,  Buchanan,  Colqiiitt,  Fairfield,  Haywood,  Lewis, 
Semple,  Sevier,  Tappan,  and  Wright— M. 

So  the  amendment  was  adopted. 

On  the  thirty-sixth  amendment,  which  waa  aa 
follows: 

'.For  the  purchase  of  the  building,  In  the  city  ofPhlladel- 
pbia,  formerly  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutes,  for  a  cuatom- 
faouaa  for  the  port  of  Pblladelplila,  «37S,000, 

Mr.  ALLEN  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  oraered . 

Mr.  EVANS  explained,  that  this  matter  had 
been  fully  and  maturely  considered,  not  only  by 
the  mercantile  interests  of  Philadelphia,  but  by 
the  Treasury  Department,  and  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  and  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
All  came  to  the  conclusion  that  such  an  ofTer  oa 
now  presented  itself  for  purchasing  a  suitable  cus- 
tom-house at  Philadelphiashould  not  be  neglected. 
The  old  custom-house  there  was  in  a  dilapidated 
condition,  and  a  new  one  was  necessary.  The 
lot  of  the  old  custom-house  would  sell  for  $50,000; 
so  that  the  net  cost  of  the  proposed  purchase  would 
be  reduced  to  $225,000.  That  this  would  be  a 
great  bargain  was  manifest  from  the  fact  that  a 
competent  surveyor  certified  that  the  lot  alone  was 
worth  $227,000,  and  the  building  cost  $240,000. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON,as  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce,  recommended  this  purchase 
as  one  ^ich  would  save  the  Government  six  or 
seven  hundred  thousand  dollars;  for  a  new  cus- 
tom-house such  as  that  in  Boston  or  New  York 
could  not  be  built  short  of  a  million  dollars. 

Mr. BUCHANAN  warmlyadvocated  the  prop- 
osition.        . 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  asked  if  he  rightfully  un- 
derstood that  it  was  the  late  banking-house  of  tbe 
Bank  of  the  United  States  that  was  to  be  pur- 
chased for  a  custom-house? 

Mr.  BERRIEN  said  it  was;  not  the  old,  but 
the  new  banking-house. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  Well,  I  wish  to  inquire 
of  my  excellent  friend  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr 
BncBAKAN,]  whether  these  pure  gentlemen,  the 
officersof  the  customs,  will  not  be  defiled  and  cor- 
rupted by  going  into  it?    [Great  laughter.] 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.  They  might  be;  but  we 
will  take  care  to  have  it  exorcised  and  purified 
before  we  let  them  into  it.     [Renewed  laughter.] 

Mr.  JOHNSON  said  there  was  no  port  in  the 
Union  that  stood  so  much  in  need  of  a  new  cus- 
tom-house as  New  Orleans;  and  he  hoped  next 
session  to  see  some  appropriation  made  for  that 
purpose,  seeing  that  it  was  too  late  this  session  to 
expect  a  motion  to  that  effect  would  prevail. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment 
to  purchase  the  banking-houseof  the  United  Stales 
Bank,  and  resulted — yeas  34,  nays  9;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messn.  Archer,  Atchison,  Atberson,  Barrow, 
Bates,  Bayard,  Berrien,  Buchanan,  Choate,  Clayton,  Crit- 
tenden, Dayton,  Evans,  Francis,  Fulton,  Henderson,  Hitger, 
Huntington,  Jaraagln,  Johnson,  Mangum,  Merrick,  MiOer, 
MoreheatI,  Pearce,  Phelps,  Porter,  Sevier,  Simmons,  Blur- 
geon,  Tnllioadge,  Tappan,  Upham,  Walker,  Woodbrldge, 
and  Woodbury— 34. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Bagby,  Breesr,  Colquitt,  Falr- 
fleld,  Hannegao,  Haywood,  Lewis,  and  Semple— 8. 

So  the  amendment  was  adopted. 

The  thirty-seventh  amendment  was  to  strike 
out  "for  outfit  of  charge  d'affaires  to  Texas, 
$4,500." 

Mr.  EVANS  explained  that  it  was  under  a 
misconception  that  this  amendment  had  been  rec- 
ommended. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  WOODBURY,  the 
word  "  latfe,^' before  "charge  d'afTaires,"  wae 
put  in  as  an  amendment,  so  as  to  apply  to  Mr. 
Murphy's  outfit. 

The  thii-ty-eighth  amendment  was,  in  relation 
to  repairs  of  the  State-house  in  Florida,  to  strike 
out  tne  following: 

ProvUed,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be,  and  he  it  here- 
by, autliorized  to  pay  to  Bextus  Shearer,  oat  of  the  bal- 
ances of  appropriations  hemtofore  made  for  lilacksinilh% 
esubllshinenu,  the  sam  of  $1,^9  OS,  A>r  goods  ftimiabed 
tbe  New  York  Indians. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  it  waa  modified  by 
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an  amendment  to  substitute  for  the  whole appio- 
priiiiion  the  following;  which  wna  adopted: 

For  the  setllcment  of  iho  claim  of  Sexlu.s  ^Shearer  for 
MOrts  furni-l.cri  llic  New  York  Indians,  .?1.,W3U.,,  o  be 
Mill  oul  of  balan.;i-i.  of  approprialions  lier.aolorc  made  for 
biackmnltli's  eetalillshiiieuUi  in  llie  Indian  Bcrvicc. 

The  miicndmcm  No.  4  was  then  levened  to; 
being  to  strike  out  the  nppropnotu.n  of  |Jlt,UUU 
for  the  marine  hospital  nt  the  town  of  MeUon- 
ou"!!,  opposite  New  Orleans. 

The  discussion  on  this  suhjoct  was  resumed  by 
Messrs.  BARROW  and  JOHNSON  in  favor  of 
ihe  appropriation,  and  Mr.  EVANS  in  favor  of 
tlie  amendment;  and, finally,  the  amendment  was 

I'hisappropriaiion, and  that  for  Jeremiah  Smith, 
were  transferred  to  more  appropriate  places  in  the 

The  committee's  amendments  having  been  all 
cone  through,  ,      _  ,.      ■         , 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  the  following  ad- 
ditional anicndnienis  were  adopted: 

Insert  the  word  "for"  before  "fish,  in  the 
appropriation  tor  the  public  giound.s;  striking  out 
the  word  "annual"  where  not  required; striking 
out  *3,500  for  extra  clerk  hire,  in  the  appropria- 
tion for  the  oificer  of  the  First  Coniplrolierot  the 
Treasury  Department;  inserting  $l,i!0()  for  light- 
ing Pennsylvaniaavenue;  strikingoul,  "foroutfit 
of  minister  to  Brazil,  to  take  elTeet  on  the  16ihot 
February,  18-14,  $9,000;"  and  adding  to  the  gen- 
eral appropriation  for  outfits,  "  for  outfits  to  the 
late  and  present  minister  to  Rrazil,  and  of,  and 
changing  the  sum  to  $49,500;  adding  to  the  appro- 
priation of  f4,000  for  expenses  incidental  to  the 
issue  of  Treasury  notes,  the  following  proviso: 

PnrUtft,  Thai  no  part  of  this  appropriaUunbi' applied, 
and  no  coinpiMisalion  shall  be  made  to  any  <ilfic.r  whose 
salary  i.<  eslabllshcd  by  law,  lor  pripariug,  signing,  and 
issuing  i^aid  Trcai^ury  notes. 

Insert,  in  the  appropriations  for  the  office  of 
the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  the  following: 

For  the  croployinenl  of  a  clerk,  qualified  to  conduct  and 
execute  thi:  Mallstical  compilations  and  returns  required 
lo  be  prepared  in  the  Treasury  Department  lor  the  use  of 
Congress,  ajreeably  to  the  joint  resolution  ol  the  present 
session,  §1,600. 

Mr.  EVANS  nowmoved  to  insert.as  an  addi- 
tional seclion,  the  following: 

That  ilie  prop -r  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury  be, 
and  are  hereby,  authoriiid  and  required  to  settle  uie  iie- 
couul  of  Thomas  Allen  lor  printing,  for  the  use  ol  Congress, 
Uio  Coinpindium  of  the  ISixtli  Census,  according  lo  the 
rates  allowed  by  l»>v  for  executing  otliir  like  printing  ol 
Congress;  and  that  the  sum  found  due.  alter  deducting 
fornier  payments,  he  paid  lo  the  said  Allen,  out  ol  any 
money  In  ihe  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Mr.  E.  explained  that  this  matter  had  been 
fully  discussed  last  session  in  both  Houses,  and 
was  well  understood.  A  double  quantity  of  the 
Compendium  of  the  Census  had  been  received  and 
distributed;  one  portion  from  Mr.  Allen,  author- 
ized by  contract  with  the  Secretary  of  Slate,  ac: 
cording  to  law,  and  the  other  from  Messrs.  Blair 
&,  Rives,  ordered  by  a  clerk  in  the.  Department 
before  any  contract 'was  authorized  by  law.  The 
expenses  of  printing,  in  both  cases,  had  been 
awarded  last  Congress,  and  this  amendment  was 
to  pay  the  balance  due  to  (ho  authorized  con- 
tractor. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  regretted  that  this  subji'ct  wns 
brought  up  in  connection  wiih  this  bill.  True,  it 
was  an  old  acquaintance  of  the  Senate.  He  had, 
lust  Congress,  taken  some  pains  to  examine  into 
it;  but  he  could  hardly  trust  lo  his  memory  now 
for  all  the  particulars.  He  would  ask  the  cliiiir- 
man  of  the  Finance  Conimiiiee  if  a  number  of 
copies  of  this  Compendium,  double  tluu  ordered, 
had  not  been  contnicted  for,  received, and  distrib- 
uted; and,  if  the  Government  had  not  had  the 
benefit  of  the  one  as  well  as  ihe  other  supply;  and 
whether  the  same  compensation  hud  not  been 
made  to  both? 

Mr.  EVANS  said  that  one  contract  was  au- 
thorized, and  the  other  was  not;  it  was  his  im- 
pression that  as  many  copies  of  the  former  us  the 
latter  had  not  been  received;  and  that,  therefore, 
the  amount  of  compensation  paid  was  iiot  the 
same. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said  he  was  .sure  they  were  the 
same.  If  additional  compensation  was  now  to  be 
made  to  one,  llie  plain  rule  was  evident  that  it 
should  be  made  to  the  other.  The  indisputable 
facts  were,  that  Blair  &  Rives  were  ihe  legal  print- 
ers of  theCensus,  and  he  did  not  doubt  that  they 
had  a  profitable  job;  but  since  that,  Congress  had 


authorized  the  printing  of  a  Compendium,  under 
the   auperinlendence   of  ihe  Slate    Department. 
The  law  said  n.itliing  about  the  printer.     The 
same  clerk  who  furnished  a  copy  of  the  original 
Census  to  Messrs.  Blair  &  Rives  furnished  them 
the  copy  of  the  comfiendium,  and  ordered  them 
to  proceed  with  the  work.   They  could  nntkno.w 
thaT  he  did  or  did  not  exceed   his  powers,  and 
thev  executed  the  work  as  ordered.  When,  how- 
ever, thev  had  got  it  all,  or  nearly  all,  in  type, 
ihey  were  called  upon  by  the  Secretary  of  Slate 
to  return  the  copy,  which  they,  in  justice  to  them- 
selves, refused  to  do.    They  then,  for  the  first 
time,  learned  that  the  Secretary  of  Slate  repudi- 
alod  the  order  of  his  clerk,  and  had  contracted 
with  the  then  editor  of  the  Madisonian  for  the 
prifiiin-'of  the  Compendium.    Both  printers  went 
on  nnd'printed  the  number  required  by  Congress, 
so  that  there  were  actually  duplicate  copies  fur- 
nished, which  Congress  received  and  distributed. 
If  Congress  was  now  to  pay  extra  compensauon 
over  llfat  already  allowed,  why  pay  it  to  one  and 
not  to  the  other .'  .         ,  .    ,        , 

Mr.  EVANS  did  not  intend,  at  this  late  hour,  | 
both  of  the  day  and  ihe  session,  to  go  over  a  mat- 
ter so  well  understood.  He  merely  recapitulated 
the  particulars  as  he  understood  lliem.  It  might 
he  sufficient  answer  that  Mr.  Allen  had  applied 
for  this  compensation,  furnishing  saiisfactorv 
proofthat  he  was  entitled  to  it.  Messrs.  Blair  <fc 
Rives  lipd  not  made  any  such  application,  and 
the  Finance  Commitiee  did  not  see  any  necessity 
for  going  beyond  ihe  case  before  it. 

Mr.  WRl'GHT  would  supply  that  deficiency 
by  moving  to  amend  the  amendment  by  inserting 
afier  the  name  of  Mr.  Allen,  the  words  "and 
Messrs.  Blair  &  Rives." 

Mr.  EVANS  could  not,  in  the  absence  of  equal 
proof  of  title,  vole  for  the  amendment. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered  on  his  amendment  to  the 
amendment.  ,      ,, 

iMr.  WOODBURY  remarked  that  the  House 
of  Representatives  last  Congress,  on  a  full  review 
of  the  whole  matter,  made  an  adjudication  alike 
on  both  eases,  evidently  considering  them  equally 
entitled  to  compensation. 

Mr.  EVANS  said  the  Senate  never  concurred 
in  the  idea  that  the  contracts  were  equal,  though 
they  paid  them  both  alike.  ^ 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Wuight  s 
amendment,  to  include  the  names  of  Blair&  Rives, 
and  resulted— yeas  2-2,  nays  aO;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Atchison,  Athcrton,  Uagby,  Ben- 
ton Itreese,  Buchanan,  Fairfield,  Kullon,ll«nnegan,  Hay- 
wood, lluger,  Lewis,  Mcl)uiric,!?emple,  Hevicr  Sturgeori, 
Talliuridse,  Tappan.  Walker,  Woodbury,  and  Wright— 22. 
U.\ys— Messrs.  Archer,  Bates,  Bay.ird,  Berrien,  Lrlt- 
tcnd'en,  Davlon,  Evans,   Francis,  Ilnntington,  Jarnagin 


icntien,  L»avion,  cvuns,   .lanv.^,  ...........,."..,  ------^ -, 

Joligson,  Mangum.  Merrick,  Miller.  Mori:hcad,  Pearcc, 
Phelps,  Porter,  l.'pham,  and  WoodbBdge— 'JO. 


ICips,   I  I'UCi  ,    ,-  p.iu... ,  ......     - n  - 

Mr.  WRIGHT  observed  that,  although  the 
amendment  he  had  submitted  had  been  adojued, 
he  should  vote  against  theamendmcntas  amended. 

Mr.  EVANS  proposed  to  withdraw  the  amend- 
ment, rather  than  both  should  be  paid. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  remarked  that  it  could 
not  be  withdrawn,  the  amendment  having  been 
amended. 

Mr.  EVANS.  Well,  let  the  vole  be  taken  by 
yeas  and  iinvs. 

Mr.  PE.\RCE  explained  the  matter,  as  he  un- 
derstood it,  from  having  been  a  member  of  the 
committee  of  the  other  House  Inst  Coii";ress, 
which  investigated  the  matter,  and  argued  that 
Blair  &  Rives "s  authority  to  print  under  the  first 
law  of  Congress  authorizing  the  printing  of  the 
general  census  returns,  was  noaulhoriiy  forihem 
to  print  the  Compendium,  though  it  was  made 
out  by  the  Siiperintendeiitof  lheCensus,and  fur- 
nished to  them  by  him.  The  Superintendent 
exceeded  his  authority  under  the  law  in  tuithor- 
iziiio- the  printing  of  the  Compendium. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  remarked  lliat  he  had 
voted  with  his  colleague,  relying  on  his  informa- 
tion that  it  was  right,  in  principle,  to  i)ay  bolli; 
but  as  he  found  it  was  the  inicntnm  ol  his  co  - 
league  to  vole  against  iheainendmentnsameniled, 
he  should  move  a  reconsideration  of  .he  vote  just 

uiken.  , 

Mr.  AVRIGHTcalled  for  the  yeas  and  nnyson 

the  reconsideraiion;  and  they  were  ordered. 
The  question  was  taken  on  reconsidering  the 

vote;  and  resulied— yeas  23,  nays  19;  as  follows: 
y  E.\S— Mcs»rs..\rcher,  Bates,  Bayard,  Berrien,  Choate, 


Crittenden,  Dayton,  Evans,  Francis,  Huntingdon,  Jams- 
gin,  Johnson,  Mangum.  Merrick,  Miller,  Motchcid,  Peare«, 
Phelps,  Porter,  Semplc,  Tallinailge,  Upliaai,  and  VS  ood- 
bridge— 03.  „     .      - 

N.\YS— Messrs.  Allen.  Atchison,  Athcrton,  Baghy,  Ben- 
ton Brce«c,  Rucliannn.  Fairfield.  Fulton,  Hannepin,  Hay- 
wood, lluger,  Lewis.  Sevier,  iSlurgfon,  Tappan,  Walker, 
Woodbiir),  and  Wright— li). 

The  question  then  recurred  on  Mr.  Wricht|j 
amendment,  to  include  the  names  of  Messrs.  Blair 
&  Rives;  and  resulted— yeas  20,  nays  21;  ns  fol- 
lows: 

Y  i;  \s_Me3sr>.  Allen,  Aichl'on.  Ailiennn,  R.n»hy,  Bea- 
ton, Breese,  Buchanan.  I'alrfield,  Fillmn.  Ilaiinegan.  Hay- 
wooil,  liug<T,  Lewis,  Seniple,  !<i:vler,  Stur-cou,  Tappan, 
Walker,  Woodbur},  and  Wright— 20. 

NAYS Messrs.  Archer,  Bales,  Bayard,  Berrien,  (  lioate. 

Crilieiiden,  K.vnns,  Fr.uicl^.  llunongloo.  Jarnagin.  John 
son,  Mnnguni.  Merrick.  Miller,  Monlicad,  Nilcs,  Pearct, 
Porter,  Talllnadge,  Uphain,  and  Woodbrulge— il. 
So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 
The  vole  was  then  taken  on  the  origiiiul  amend- 
ment, and  resulted— yeas  26,  nays  13,  ns  follows: 
YE  AS— Messrs.  Archer,  Bates,  llnyard.  Berrien.  CUoal«. 
Dnyton,  Evans,   Francis,   linger,   lIuolingMn.  Jamagia, 
Johnson,  McDnine,  Slangum,  Meriick.  Millet.  Morebcad, 
Pearcc,  Pheip",  Porter, Seinple,  Sevier, TallmaJgi-,l.plia«, 
Walker,  and  VVoodbridge—-J6.  „     .      o 

N  \YS— Messrs.  .Mien,  Atchison.  Athcrton,  Bagby,  Bel- 
ton,  Breese,  Buchanan,  Fairfield,  Fulton,  lliUincg«ii,Siat- 
geon,  Tappan,  and  Wright— 13. 

So  the  amendment  was  adopted. 
On  motion  of  Mr.   BATES,  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Pensions,  J2,800  was  inscrlr-d  for 
pxlra  clerks  in  the  office  of  the  ContmiKSioner  of 
Pensions. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MERRICK,  an  addition  of 
$200  was  inserted  for  additional  coinpeiisaiion  to 
three  assistant  messengers  in  the  office'  of  llie 
Second  Auditor  of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  LEWIS  proposed  and  advocated  the  «*• 
lowing  amendment: 

"  For  such  compensation  a-i  the  President  may  deem  »*- 
equate  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  four  thousand  dollars «> 
be  paid  to  the  counsel  ninployjd  by  his  direcllmi  in  >!<<'«': 
Ing  the  inlcrcstji  of  the  Unilea  Slates  against  elainis  to  M* 
in  Florida,  alleged  to  have  been  graoinl  In  i!,e  :s!«»» 
government;  and  that  two  thousand  il  '"JilS 

appropriated  for  continuing  the  said  sc  r  xl  lot 

the  ensuing  year,  if  the  sauieslialloc  d'     i  -aTf 

Ule  I'resideiil." 

This  amendment,  aflcrdiscussion,  was  rejected. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  moved  to  insert  the  follow- 
ing amendment: 

"  For  outfit  to  David  Pnrler,  late  minister  r<^lilCTt  m 
Turkey,  to  be  paid  to  his  legal  representatives,  ^VO.'' 

Mr.   B.  suited  the  circumstances   which   had 
rendered  this  claim  just  and  proper.     Commo- 
dore Porter  had  been  charge  d'affaires  to  Turkey 
for  several  years,  when,  on  his  return,  nt  t!.'   i  i- 
stanceof  the  Sultan,  who  wished  to  have  fri' 
intercourse  with  him  about  naval  affairs,  Lu 
prevented  by  etiquette,  our  mission  not  b. 
the  rank  of  resident  minister,  he  was  sent  1 . 
the  latter  rank,  but  without  the  cuslornary  ..b-.u.. 
It  was  subsequently  promised   to  bim,  but  he 
never  got  it.     His  widow  now  needed  this  buoi, 
having,  like  the  widows  of  some  of  our  bravcit 
and  most  meritorious  officers,  been  left  without  a 

Mr.  EVANS,  upon  such  an  appeal ,  could  make 
no  resistance  to  the  amendment;  but  he  stated  the 
circumstances  as  he  understood  them,  bclievinj 
that  any  provision  made  originated  only  in  the 
good  wi.shes  of  some  friend  in  Congress,  and  that 
the  commodore  himself,  had  he  lived,  would  h«« 
made  no  claim.  The  increase  of  rank  and  salary, 
with  the  original  outfit,  as  charge  d'aff;iirea,  vam 
considered  all  that  could  be  cxp'Cied  by  him. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  look  a  diiferent  view  of  tl>e 
subject.  He  appealed  to  a  letter  from  Mr.  For- 
syth to  Coniniordore  Porter  us  evidence  that  the 
claim  was  relied  on. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  sirongly  advocated  the  amend- 
ment. 

It  was  unanimously  adopted. 
Mr.  BAYARD  submitted  two  amendments, 
which,  on  discussion,  appearing  to  be  more  ap- 
propriate to  the  Navy  appropri.uion  bill,  he  con- 
sented to  withdraw— giving  notice  ihai  he  would 
move  to  insert  them  in  thai  bill  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TAPPAN,  the  foUowii« 
amendment  v/ns  adopted: 

luBCrt.  lor  delrnylni  the  I'lpenMTs  of  taking  care  of  *mA 

preservliig    the    boianical    and    I i.iiliiii.il    -^t"- -liic:!* 

hrouglit  home  by  the  exploring  cxp  '■• 

nry  of  the  keeper,  and  cnlariniii;  tli' 

direction  and  control  ofilieJolui  Co. J  .  » >• 
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For  thft  Hlschaivc  of  judf^ients  rt-covered  against  the 
Stale  or  Virginia  tot  commutation  of  Die  half  pay  for  life 
pmmtned  tn  the  officen  comniandinK  In  the  line  of  that 
(State  in  the  war  of  the  Kevnlution,  964,4j3  8?. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WOODBURY,  the  follow- 
ing amendment  was  adopted: 

Add,  at  the  end  of  the  fifth  «ectioD,  and  after  the  word 
"changes:" 

And  that  no  changes  be  made,  except  for  non-compliance 
Willi  tJie  liutructlons  of  tlie  Ucpartioent,  or  the  failure  to 
fumisli  sufficieut  itecurity. 

On  mouon  of  Mr.  DAYTONi  the  following 
amendmenta  were  adopted: 

In  tbe  appropriation  for  tbe  repairs  of  the  Capitol,  to 
add: 

For  repairs  to  windows,  glass,  and  gtnzing,  heretofore 
done  by  John  Purdy,  9ISO  33 ;  and  for  digging  out  the  crypt, 
czcaviuing,  and  mailing  Buflicient  drains,  paving  points, 
ami  wliitewashing  Iowit  story,  under  tlie  north  wing  of  the 
Capitol,  cutting  out  axlditionul  window:^  for  drying  and  im- 
proving the  Supreme  Court  room,  and  passages,  construct- 
ing n  fuel  vault,  pursuant  to  the  jinip/isition  of  John  Bkir- 
ving,  under  date  of  June  3,  1844,  81,750. 

The  bill,  as  amended,  was  then  reported  back 
to  the  Senate;  and  the  amendments  being  con- 
curred in,  (tbe  question  being  on  ordering  (hem 
to  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  to  be  read  a  third 
time,) 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  rose  and  asked  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  if  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  had  not  requested  appropriations 
for  outfits  not  provided  for  in  the  bill.' 

Mr.  BERRIEN  remarked  that  the  chairman  of 
tbe  committee  was  not  in  his  seat. 

Mr.  EVANS  answered  for  him,  that  a  letter  of 
the  kind  had  been  received  relating  to  matters 
under  consideration  in  executive  session. 

The  letter  was  read. 

In  relation  to  several  of  these  the  committee 
had  made  proMsions;  tbe  rest  it  was  not  thought 
necessary  to  provide  for  at  present. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
inserting  an  outfit  for  tbe  new  minister  to  Belgium. 

Mr.  EVANS  said  it  would  be  time  enough  next 
session,  if  necessary  at  all. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE:.  It  might  be  necessary,  and 
therefore  provision  should  be  made. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  amendments  were  then  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  the  bill  to  be  read  a  thiid  time. 

DUTIES  OS  RAILROAD  IRON. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  now  renewed  his  motion  to 
reconsider  the  vote  refusing  to  order  tbe  bill  for 
the  remission  of  duties  on  railroad  iron  to  be  en- 
grossed. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  moved  an  adjournment. 

The  Senate  refused  to  adjourn — ayes  14,  noes  14- 

Mr.  BERRIEN  stated  his'objccl  to  be  to  move 
an  amendment  to  the  bill  authorizing  the  remis- 
sion of  duties  on  railroad  iron  now  on  hand  or  on 
boitrd  ship,  in  fulfillment  of  contracts  up  to  the 
I5ih  of  August  next. 

Messrs.  BUCHANAN  and  MILLER  opposed 
both  the  reconsideration  and  the  proposed  amend- 
ment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MILLER,  the  Senate  ad- 
journed— nycs  16,  noes  13— at  twenty  minut«:8 
past  eleven  o'clock,  p.  m. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Thursdat,  June  13, 1844. 

Mr.  JAMESON  asked  leave  to  offer  a  resolu- 
tion providing  for  a  I'ecess  for  the  remainder  of 
the  session  from  half  past  two  till  four  o'clock. 

Mr.  WINTilROP  hoped  the  genUeman  would 
modify  his  resolution  so  as  lo  provide  for  a  recess 
for  to-day  only.  This  being  the  only  day  on 
which  bills  can  be  sunt  frbm  one  House  to  the 
other,  a  recess  would  be  necessary;  but  there 
would  be  no  occasion  for  it  on  any  other  day. 

Several  members  objecting, 

Mr.  JAMESON  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rules;  which  was  carried — ayes  76,  noes  33. 

Mr.  J.  then  moved  the  previous  question ;  under 
the  operation  of  which  the  resolution  was  ogreed 
to. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  made  an  appeal  to  the  House, 
to  take  up  a  bill  on  the  Speaker  s  table,  this  being 
the  lastday  on  which  itcould  be  sent  to  the  Seriate. 

EASTERN  QAUBORS  BILL. 
The  SPEAKER  stated  that  the  first  business 
Defore  the  House  was  the  appeal  of  th«  gentle- 


Chair  against  the  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote 
on  the  eastern  harbors  bill. 

Mr.  ADAMS  claimed  the  floor,  and  refused  to 
yield  it;  and  then  proceeded  to  explain  the  rea- 
sons which  induced  him  lo  appeal  from  the  de- 
cision of  the  Chair;  quoting,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  his  remarks,  the  following  clause  in  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States: 

"  Every  bill  which  sliall  have  passed  the  House  of  Rep- 
reseiitatives  und  the  Senate,  shall,  before  it  become  a  law, 
be  presented  tn  the  President  of  iiie  United  States ;  If  he 
approve,  he  shall  sign  It ;  but  if  not,  he  shall  return  It,  with 
Ills  objections,  to  the  House  In  which  it  shall  have  origin- 
ated, whQ  shall  enter  tbe  objections  at  large  on  their  Jour- 
nal, and  proceed  to  reconsider  it.  If,  oiler  such  rcconsid  ■ 
eratlon,  two  thirds  of  that  House  shall  agree  to  pass  the  bill, 
it  shall  be  sent,  together  with  tlie  objections,  to  the  other 
House,  by  which  it  shall  lllcewise  be  reconsidered  ;  and  If 
approved  by  two  thirds  of  Uiat  House,  It  shall  become  a 
law.  Uut  In  all  such  coses  the  votes  of  both  Houses  shall 
be  determined  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  the  names  of  tlie  per- 
sons voting  for  and  against  the  bill  shall  bu  entered  on  Uiu 
Journal  of  each  House  respectively." 

There  wns  a  provision  that  M'hen  a  bill  is  re- 
turned by  the  President,  with  his  objections,  the 
objections,  together  with  the  bill,  sha)l  be  entered 
on  the  Journal  of  the  House,  and  the  House  shall 
proceed  to  reconsider  it.  "To  reconsider  what.' 
To  reconsider  the  bill  with  the  President's  objec- 
tions. Now,  in  the  present  instance,  he  main- 
tained there  had  been  no  reconsideration  of  the 
bill  and  objections  by  the  House.  Reconsidera- 
tion implies  deliberation,  and  the  direction  that 
the  President's  objections  shall  be  entered  on  the 
Journal,  implies  that  reconsideration  shall  be  hod 
with  reference  to  the  objections  of  the  President. 
The  members  of  the  House  could  not  have  been 
prepared,  on  the  reading  that  was  had  of  this 
message  a  few  dnjrs  ago,  to  vote  with  reference  to 
any  of  the  objections  contained  in  the  message  of 
the  President  returning  this  bill  to  the  House. 
He,  himself,  had  a  very  imperfect  understanding 
of  the  message,  upon  hearing  it  read  from  the 
Clerk 'stable;  and  it  was  not  tiU  this  morning  that 
he  had  had  an  opportunity  of  reading  it.  Themes- 
sage  wosnoteven  or^lercd  to  beprinted.  We  were 
forced  to  lake  the  question  on  the  bill  itself  under 
operation  of  the  previous  question,  without  any 
reference  to  the  President's  objections, and  with- 
out any  consideration  whatever. 

When  this  veto  mcssace  was  read,  o  member 
moved  to  postpone  the  wnole  subject  till  to-day, 
and  then, the previouaqueation  havmgbeen moved 
and  seconded,  the  gentleman  who  occupied  the 
chair  decided  that  the  main  question  would  be 
upon  (he  postponement;  but  the  Speaker  coming 
in,  reversed  that  decision,  and  decided  that  the 
main  question  would  be  upon  the  bill  itself,  cut- 
ting off  the  motion  for  postponement.  Such  being 
the  decision  of  the  Chair,  a  member  from  Maine 
moved  Iq  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  ntain 
question  had  been  ordered,  for  the  member  who 
moved  the  previous  question  did  so  under  the 
mistaken  idea  that  the  question  would  be  on  the 
postponement,  and  that,  therefore,  the  debate  on 
thiasubjcct  would  notbecutoff.  Thus  there  n6ver 
had  been  any  reconsideration  of  the  bill  in  the 
manner  required  by  the  Constitution.  Mr.  A. 
disclaimed  imputing  anything  wrong  to  the 
Speaker  or  the  gentleman  who  temporarily  occu- 
pied the  chair;  though  the  consequence,  he  said, 
of  their  decisions  was,  that  the  subject  was  dis- 
posed of  without  that  deliberation  and  that  con- 
sideration which  the  Constitution  prescribed.  On 
the  next  day,  according  to  the  standing  rules  of 
the  House,  a  member  moved  a  reconsideration 
of  the  vote  of  the  House  on  this  bill,  and  the 
Speaker  decided  that  the  motion  was  out  of  or- 
der, because  all  the  forms  of  the  Constitution 
had  been  gone  through  with,  and  the  subject  was 
finally  disposed  of.    From  that  decision  he  ap- 

Eealed ;  apd  he  appealed  on  the  ground  that  there 
ud  been  no  reconsideration  of  the  bill  in  the 
manner  prescribed  by  the  Constitution.  Mr.  A. 
then  proceeded  to  examine  the  President's  objec- 
tions to  the  bill,  and  expressed  his  strong  objec- 
tions to  the  veto  power,  which  he  considered  anti- 
democratic. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  he  would  not  be  dis- 
posed to  trouble  the  House  on  this  occasion,  if  it 
had  not  been  for  some  of  the  remarks  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts,  in  reference  to  what 
he  seemed  to  think  a  strange  coincidence — that 
one  opinion  had  been  expressed  by  the  gentleman 
temporarily  occupying  the  chair,  and  another 


ruling  that  decision.  He  was  happy  to  hear  the 
honorable  gentleman  disclaim  the  intention  of 
casting  any  imputation  either  on  himself  or  on 
thegentleman  who  temporarilyoccupied  the  chair; 
but  still,  the  subject  had  been  referred  to  in  a 
manner  which  he  felt  it  to  bo  his  duty  to  meetand 
to  repel.  At  this  )>eriod  of  the  session,  as  waa 
well  known  to  every  member  of  the  House,  the 
duties  of  the  Chair  were  very  laborious,  and  were 
rendered  so  in  consequence  of  the  large  amount 
of  money  it  became  his  duty  to  disburse,  and  the 
number  of  accounts  of  members  which  he  was 
obliged  to  settle.  Availing  himself  of  that  occa- 
sion to  leave  the  chair,  and  calling  a  friend  to  fill 
it  in  his  absence,  he  went  to  his  room,  and  was 
there  diligently  engaged  in  business,  when  he  was 
informed  that  a  question  was  before  the  House 
in  which  the  gentleman  occupyinij  the  chair  (who 
was  not  very  familiar  with  parliamentary  law) 
was  much  embarrassed.  He  would  take  the  occa- 
sion to  say  thai,  at  the  time  he  left  tlie  chair,  he 
did  not  know  that  a  message  was  in  the  House 
from  the  President  on  that  subject,  and  he  did 
not  know  that  it  was  under  consideration  till  in- 
formed of  the  fact  by  a  member  of  the  House, 
The  Chair  returned  tor  th«  purpose  of  relieving 
the  gentleman  who  was  occupying  his  scat,  and 
was  informed  by  him  what  the  question  Was. 
The  Chair  did  not  know  of  the  decision  upon 
which  that  question  was  predicated,  until  his 
attention  was  called  to  it  by  his  colleague  from 
Virginia. 

Tlie  House  would  doubtless  recollect  that  he, 
on  taking  the  chair,  put  the  question  on  postpone- 
ment,  when  his  colleague  rose  and  asked  whether 
he  entertained  the  opinion  that  the  effect  of  the 
previous  question  was  to  bring  (he  House  to  a 
vote  on  the  question  of  postponement,  as  had  been 
decided  by  the  gentleman  temporarily  in  the  chair. 
Being  called  upon  to  express  his  opinion,  he  did 
not  hesitate  to  dissent  from  that  eiven  by  the  gen- 
tleman in  the  chair;  and  he  decided  that  the  effect 
of  the  previous  question  was  to  bring  the  House 
to  a  direct  vote  on  the  bill.  It  was  said  by  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Adams]  that 
there  was  a  decision  pronounced  at  the  last  ses- 
sion of  Congress  which  was  in  conflict  with  the 
opinion  he  had  given  on  this  occasion.  In  making 
up  his  opinions,  he  was  always  governed  by  the 
rules  of  the  House,  by  parliamentary  law,  and  by 
the  precedents  established  by  the  decisions  of  his 

firedecessorsr  The  main  question  on  a  motion 
ike  this  (for  there  could  be  but  one  main  ques- 
tion) was  invariably  on  the  subject  before  the 
House;  and,  according  to  parliamentary  law,  cut 
off  all  amendments  and  all  collateral  questions. 
He  laid  it  down  that,  according  tn  the  principles 
of  parliamentary  law,  there  could  bebutonemain 
questian.  If  a  bill  had  been  pending,  either  ou 
its  engrossment  or  passage,  and  the  previous  ques- 
tion had  beencalled  forand  sustaineclby  thcHouse, 
all  the  amendments  or  collateral  questions  would 
be  cut  off;  and  there  was  but  one  exception,  and 
that  was  tliexule  of  this  House  which,  in  violdtion 
of  parliamentary  law,  provided  that  the  effect  of 
the  previous  question  was  to  bring  the  House  to 
a  direct  vote  on  the  pending  amendments.  But, 
until  tiie  gentleman  could  snow  that  a  postpone- 
ment was  a  pending  omendment,  the  rule  would 
not  apply  to  nor  support  the  case  he  was  endeav- 
oring to  make  out. 

But  it  had  been  argued  that  this  motion  for  re- 
consideration ought  to  be  entertained.  The  Chair 
had  held  otherwise.  How  was  it  that  a  motion 
to  reconsider  was  ever  entertained  ?  It  was  only 
in  virtue  of  the  rules  of  the  House.  Whenever 
a  bill  was  passed  or  rejected,  the  rule  provided 
that  it  was  competent  for  any  member  of  the  ma- 
jority to  move  a  reconsideration.  He  asked  if 
this  had  not  been  already  done  in  the  case  before 
them.  The  bill  was  passed  some  dnys  ngo,  and 
it  was  no  sooner  passed  but  a  motion  was  made 
to  reconsider  it.  That  motion  was  rejected;  all 
power  under  the  rule  wasexhausted;  the  bill  was 
passed,  and  a  motion  lo  reconsider  was  rejected. 
And  had  it  ever  been  heard  of,  when  a  motion  to 
reconsider  had  once  been  made  and  rejected,  that 
it  could  be  renewed  and  again  rejected .'  If  that 
were  so,  where  was  the  limit  at  which  it  was  to 
stop?  But  the  Chair  held  that  there  was  a  power 
higher  than  the  rules  of  this  Housg;  that  power 
was  that  Constitution  which  he  and  each  of  them 
had  sworn  to  maintain  and  defend.    That  Coo- 
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Btitulion  provided  that,  whenever  a  bill  was  re- 
turned by  the  President  of  the  United  Slates  to 
the  House  in  which  it  originated,  itshould  be  the 
duty  of  the  House  to  proceed  to  reconsider  il; 
and  without  that  provision,  the  House  never  could 
have  touched  the  subject  yesterday  nt  ull.  Tiiat 
Constitution,  then,  stood  in  the  place  of  their  rules, 
and  was  paramount  to  all  rule,  it  laid  down  the 
rule  of  their  proceedings;  that  rule  had  been  com- 
plied with;  and  there  was  no  power  in  the  House 
to  touch  the  subject  again.  On  the  best  reflection, 
the  Chair  saw  no  cause  to  change  the  conclusion 
to  which  ho  had  conic. 

Mr.  HOLMES  inquired  if  the  veto  message 
•was  entered  at  length  on  the  Journal,  as  the  Con- 
stitution prescribed,  before  the  House  proceeded 
to  the  reconsideration  of  the  bill.' 

The  SPEAKER  was  understood  to  say  that 
that  was  not  done  at  the  moment,  but  that  it  was 
done  subsequently;  und  it  appeared  on  the  Journal 
when  it  was  read  the  next  morning. 

Mr.WHlTE  proposed  to  submit  a  few  remarks 
on  the  question  before  the  House,  which  he  held 
to  be  one  of  very  great  importance.  He  was  com- 
])elled,  by  his  convictions  of  whala  proper  decision 
should  be,  to  ditfer  with  the  Chair  on  this  point, 
and  to  take  an  appeal  from  that  decision.  The 
question  was  a  very  narrow  one,  and  the  Chnir 
bad  fallen  into  an  error  in  relation  to  it.  The 
question  was  not  on  the  reconsideration  of  the 
vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed,  but  a  recon- 
sideration of  the  vote  taken  in  the  alteniplto  pass 
it  by  the  constitutional  majority,  after  it  had  been 
returned  with  the  President's  objections.  That 
was  the  question,  narrow  and  isolated,  and  the 
House,  he  contended,  could  entertain  that  motion 
to  reconsider  that  vote.  He  argued  that  the  r.ules 
of  the  House  made  jtrovision  for  the  reconsider- 
ation of  any  vote,  on  the  day  on  which  it  was 
given  or  the  day  succeeding,  and  that  there  was  no 
limit  plac(^d  on  the  number  of  times  which  such 
motions  should  be  made  and  entertained.  He  read 
some  precedents  which  bore  him  out  in  the  posi- 
tion he  had  assumed,  and  proved  that  the  decis- 
ion of  the  Chair  ought  not  to  be  sustained.  There 
was  no  difliculty  iji  the  way  of  eiitertaining  the 
motion  which  had  been  made,  nor  could  any  evil 
arise  out  of  it.  There  was,  however,  evil  in  main- 
taining the  decision  of  the  Speaker,  as  it  served 
to  sustain  ami  enlarge  the  "  one-man  power,** 
which  had  been  exercised  in  this  CH.se.  He  then 
reviewed  the  proceedings  of  the  House  yesterday, 
and  contended  that  the  House  had  been  guided 
by  the  rules  of  the  Housis  as  well  as  the  provis- 
ion in  the  Constitution  which  was  applicable  to 
such  cases;  for  ihe  vole  was  taken  under  the  op- 
eration of  the  previous  question,  which  had  no 
sanction  in  the  Constitution;  they  fell  back  on  a 
rule  of  this  Hou.sc  which  was  made  by  the  same 
authority  as  the  rule  which  gave  the  power  to  re- 
consider votes  taken  in  this  House;  and  by  those 
rules,  without  conflicting  with  the  Constitution^ 
lie  insisted  this  motion  was  one  which  ought  to 
be  erkterlaiiitd. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  after  staling  the  facts  of  the  case 
as  they  existed,  and  reading  the  clause  of  the 
Constitution  applicable  thereto,  said  the  simple 
question  now  wss,  shall  the  decision  of  the  Chair, 
which  has  been  appealed  from,  stand  as  the  de- 
cision of  the  House?  The  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts [Mr.  Adams]  had  contended  tliat  the 
House  had  not  "  reconsidered,"  as  prescribed  by 
the  Constiluiion,  inasmuch  as  reconsideration 
implied  delibcralion;  and  he  agreed  wi(h  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  that,  if  this  bill  had 
not  been  reconsidered  in  fad,  it  would  be  their 
solemn  duty,  under  that  instrument  which  they 
had  sworn  to  maintain  and  defend,  to  proceed  to 
reconsider  it.  But  had  it  been  reconsidered.' 
That  was  a  matter  to  be  determined  by  evidence; 
and  the  highest  evidence,  where  a  record  was 
kept,  was  the  record  itself.  Now,  when  thejour- 
iial  of  their  proceedings  of  yesterday  was  read, 
it  was  found  there  recorded  that  thc.bill  had  been 
reconsidered,  and  that  it  had  (ailed  to  pass  by  the 
constitutional  majority;  and,  if  the  record  was 
incorrect,  the  icniedy  which  presented  itself  to  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusttis  was  a  motion  to 
correct  the  Journal.  Bulnosuch  motion  wasmade; 
and  consequently  thi^quesiion  was  settled, and  set- 
tled by  tile  highest  testimony  to  which  they  could 
resort.  The  |fenllenian  from  Massachusetts  com- 
plained that  the  Constitution  had  not  been  com- 
plied with;  but  he  had  here  shown  that  it  had. 


If,  however,  there  was  too  much  precipitancy, 
that  was,  perhaps,  a  reason  why  the  previous 
question  ought  not  to  have  been  sustained;  and 
the  proper  couse  for  the  gentleman  from  Msssa- 
chuseits  would  have  been  to  move  a  reconsidera- 
tion of  the  vote  by  which  the  previous  question 
was  sustained.  But  that  was  not  done;  and «t 
was  not  his  vocation  to  defend  this  House  for  any 
of  its  action;  nor  did  he  deem  that  defense  was 
necessary.  He  niight,howevcr,observe  that  the 
very  act  of  voting  implied  consideration  and  de- 
liberation; for  no  one,  he  presumed,  would. vote 
without  deliberation  and  consideration;  but  if 
if  there  was  but  little  deliberation,  it  was,  per- 
haps, because  the  question  involved  had  been  so 
long  before  the  people,  and  so  much  discussed, 
that  il  was  well  understood. 

He  went  on  to  explain  the  constitutional  pow- 
ers of  the  House  in  such  cases,  and  contended 
that  the  House  had  done  all  that  it  had  authority 
to  do.  He  next  noticed  the  remarks  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  on  the  veto  power, 
which  he  had  characterized  as  anti-democratic. 
On  that  point  he  differed  from  that  gentleman 
toto  calo.  The  veto  power,  far  from  being  anti- 
democratic, w^as  one  of  the  most  democratic  of  its 
features.  It  enacted  nothing;  it  inflicted  no  ineos- 
ure  on  the  country;  it  did  nothing  more  than  to 
enable  the  President,  when  he  believed  the  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  people  were  running  in  u  wrong 
direction,  (to  speak  in  b  military  phraseology,) 
to  command  a  "  halt"  until  the  people  could  be 
heard.  When  the  President  believed  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  put  the  public  will  at  de- 
flance,this  power  enabled  him  to  grantan  appeal 
from  the  decision  of  the  Representatives  of  the 
people  to  the  people  themselves.  That  was  all 
this  veto  power  did;  that  was  all  that  could  be 
made  of  it,  and  he  put  it  to  this  House  and  to  the 
country,  if  it  \yas  such  a  dangerous  feature  as 
demagogues  represented  it  to  be,  il  should  be 
stricken  from  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  BRINKERHOKF  rose  to  a  question  of 
order.  He  said  there  was  but  a  very  short  por- 
tion of  the  session  remaining,  and  he  appealed  to 
the  House  if  il  was  now  in  order  to  discuss  the 
wisdom  and  propriety  of  the  veto  power.' 

The  SPEAKER  overruled  the  point  of  order. 

Mr.  BAYLY  resumed,  observing  that  he  had 
no  inicnlion  to  be  irrelevant,  or  to  consume  un- 
necessarily the  time  of  the  House;  but  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetta  had  been  permitted 
to  go  out  of  his  way  to  discuss  the  veto  power, 
and  some  reply  had  become  necessary.  He  then 
])roccedcd  with  some  remarks  on  the  exercise  of 
that  power  by  Mr.  President  Tyler,  with  Which 
he  concluded. 

Mr.  DUOMGOOLE  said  he  should  endeavor, 
ill  the  few  remarks  which  he  proposed  to  offer,  to 
confine  himself  to  the  question  involved  in  the 
appeal,  without  reference  to  his  feelings  with 
regard  to  tlie  veto,  without  reference  to  the  fact 
whether  hd  approved  or  disapproved  of  it,  and 
without  reference  to  any  desire  that  he  might 
entertain  that  the  bill  should  pass  or  not.  He 
intended  to  treat  it  as  an  abstract  question  of  order 
arising  under  the  Constitution.  The  statement  of 
the  case  by  the  Chair,  and  its  restatement  by  his 
honorable  colleague,  would  relieve  him  from  the 
task  of  going  through  a  recital  of  the  proceeding, 
so  far  as  such  recital  was  necessary  to  present  the 
case  properly  and  fairly  before  the  House.  That 
statement  had  totally  refuted  the  ingenious  argu- 
ments of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  who 
had  endeavored  to  induce  the  Mouse  to  confound 
discussion  with  consideration,  a.s.serting  that  it 
was  but  a  solemn  mockery  for  the  House  to  record 
tlii.'ir  votes  without  fipening  the  door  for  a  pro- 
tracted debate.  Judging  from  what  had  hereto- 
fore been  the  practice  in  this  House,  debate  impli^'d 
tlie  very  reverse  of  considt-ration,  preventing,  by 
its  laliiudinous  character,  a  consideration  of  the 
question  before  the  flousc. 

As  to  the  charge  that  the  House  hf.d  acted  with- 
out e.onsideration,  whether  it  were  true  or  f  ilse,  il 
did  not  afl'uct  the  principle  involved  in  this  ques- 
tion; and  as  to  the  charge  that  the  House  had 
sustained  the  previous  question  under  a  false  im- 
pression, believing  that  the  main  qufstioii  would 
l)c  upon  the  motion  fur  postponement,  if  there  was 
such  false  impression,  the  Ilou^e  had  an  oppor- 
tunity to  correct  it  at  the  lime;  for,  upon  its  being 
intimated  by  the  then  occupant  of  tlie  chair. that 
the  question  would  be  upon  postponement,  notice 


was  given  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr. 
WiiiTi:,]  as  well  as  himself,  that  that  decision 
would  be  resisted.  The  House,  therefore,  had  a 
full  knowledge  that  the  question  would  be  made. 
Bui  when  the  decision  was  made, and  very  prop- 
erly made, by  theSpeaker,that  the  question  would 
be  on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  notwitlist;inding  the 
objections  of  the  President — when  il  was  ascer- 
certained  that  lluil  would  be  the  main  question, 
a  motion  was  madi^  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which 
the  main  question  was  ordered;  and  the  House 
refused  to  reconsider  it.  The  House  fell  them- 
selves enabled,  without  further  discussion,  to  re- 
cord their  votes  upon  the  bill.  No  one,  he  l>clicTed, 
denied  that  the  proceedings  which  occurred  on  the 
return  of  the  bill  were  in  pursuance  of,  and  in  con- 
formity with,  the  Constitution;  and  the  simple 
question  now  was,  were  those  proceedings,  being 
tnus  in  pursuance  of  the  Constitution,  to  be 
revived  by  indefinite  recnnsideraliona  of  every 
vote.' 

He  would  not  go  into  a  discussion  of  the  relo 
power,  except  simply  to  make  a  reference  in  con- 
nection with  the  question.  They  knew  that, 
under  the  English  Government,  the  veto  power 
was  an  absolute  power.  It  was  there  a  veto  in 
fact.  Our  executive  was  invested  with'a  modifi- 
cation of  that  power,  and  that  modification  wai 
to  make  it  conform  to  our  republican  institutioos. 
It  was  not,  therefore,  anti-democratic.  Under  the 
English  form  of  government,  the  monarch  was 
hereditary;  in  ours,  the  President,  being  elective, 
was  himself  the  embodiment  of  the  popuhir  voice. 
Instead,  then,  of  giving  him  an  absolute  veto,  aa 
under  the  English  Government,  he  was  author- 
ized only  to  interpose  his  objections.  These  ob- 
jections were  sent  back  to  the  legislative  body  in 
order  that  they  might  review  their  act  and  ascer- 
tain whether,  in  those  objections,  <hc  Presidest 
had  given  expression  to  ihe  popular  voice.  la 
this  view  of  it,  the  exercise  of  the  veto  powems 
bul  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  the  people  to  inter- 
pose. If  the  veto  power  was  absolute,  the  Hoiue 
could  take  no  furllicrproceedings;  but  because  it 
was  modified  into  executive  objections,  the  Con- 
stitution itself  had  provided  a  proceeding  founded 
upon  those  objections.  And  they  were  bound  to 
look  to  the  Constitution  alone  fora  guide  for  those 
proceedings;  for,  while  the  Constitution  author- 
ized the  House  to  determine  rules  for  thcgovem- 
ment  of  its  proceedings,  those  rules  must  be  in 
conformity  with,  and  in  subordination  to,  the  lav 
of  the  land  as  prescribed  by  Ihe  Constitution. 
In  additilion  to  the  passage  in  the  Constiluiion, 
which  permitlcd  the  House  lo  frame  its  own  rules, 
there  was  another  provision  to  this  effect:  Every 
order  or  resolution  shall  be  presented  to  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  Stales;  and,  before  the  same 
shall  take  effect,  shall  be  approved  by  him;  or, 
being  disapproved  by  him,  shall  be  repassed  by 
two  thirds  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, according  to  the  rules  and  liniitatiaos 
prescribed  in  the  case  of  a  bill.  When,  therefore, 
ihc  question  arose  under  the  Constitution,  "  Shall 
the  bill  pass,  notwithstanding  the  objections  of 
the  President.'"  that  question  was  subject  lo  all 
the  rules  and  limitations  prescribed  in  the  case  of 
a  bill.  What  were  those  rules  and  limitations? 
Why,  if  the  majority  were  not  prepared  at  once 
to  act,  il  would  be  compclenl  to  postpone  the 
consideration  to  another  day.  So  the  niajoritr. 
if  they  had  not  been  prepared  to  act  in  ■'  --  - 
of  the  bill  which  gave  rise  lo  this  quos' 
have  refused  lo  entertain  the  jirevious  _ 
They  had  all  the  protection  afforded  them  by  liie 
rules  and  limitations  prescribed  in  case  of  a  bill. 
The  House  sustained  the  previous  question, 
thereby  declaring  that  they  were  ready  to  act, 
and  that  no  debate  was  necessary.  !i  vras  in 
vain  to  say  that  the  ii'quirements  of  the  Consti- 
tution had  not  been  complied  with.  They  bad 
been  complied  with  lo  the  very  leiler. 

What  would  be  the  elFeci  if  the  opinion  of  the 
Chair  should  be  overruled .'  If  a  reconsideraiioa 
lould  be  had  in  sucli  a  case,  where  would  be  the 
liniiiatioii.'  The  House  would  be  involved  ia 
endless  reconsiderations,  v.'hich  would  be  absurd. 

The  SPEAKER  eX|dained,  In  reference  to  the 
decision  made  by  the  Chair,  Ihat  he  w.' 
niisuppruhension  at  the  lime  us  lo  lii 

protKHinced  by  hispredect  ssor,[\1'-   l  

motion  upon  which  thai  decision  -as 

ainotiontorefer.lhc  messageoflbt  .  ■.iii- 

oul  the  bill,  the  decision  woa  perfectly  correct. 
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Mr.  inuL.lvic.o  saia  no  npprovea  oi  mo  veio; 
but  there  was  a  lii|;her  question  before  the  House, 
namely,  whether  they  should  pursue  tlic  course 
prescribed  by  the  Constitution  itself  on  reconsider- 
ing the  bill.  The  Consiitution  directed  that  when 
H  bill  v.-as  returned  with  ihc  objections  of  the  Pres- 
ident, the  objections  should  be  spread  at  length 
upon  the  Jourmil,  and  tliat  the  House  should  then 
proceed  to  reconsider  the  bill.  The  question  was, 
Imd  they  entered  the  objections  at  length  upon 
the  Journal?  The  answer  was  a  plain  one;  tncy 
had  not:  becnu.se  they  could  not.  But  the  Choir 
liad  declared  that  the  requisitions  of  the  Consti- 
tution were  complied  with,  and  the  bill  had  been 
reconsidered.  With  all  deference  to  the  Chair, 
he  thought  otherwise.  The  rule  of  the  House 
prescribed  that  they  should  reconsider  any  vote 
upon  motion  for  that  purpose,  provided  twenty- 
four  hours'  notice  were  given  of  such  motion. 

Mr.  COBB  moved  the  previous  question.  * 

Mr.  JAMESON  moved  that  the  whole  subject 
be  laid  upon  the  table. 

A  call  of  the  House  was  demanded,  but  not 
ordered — ayes  67,  noes  71,  by  tellers. 

Mr.  JAMESON,  at  the  request  of  several  mem- 
bers, withdrev^  his  motion;  and  the  question  re- 
curred on  seconding  the  demand  for  the  previous 
question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  ttlte 
main  question  ordered  to  be  now  put — viz: "  Shall 
the  opinion  of  the  Chairstand  as  the  judgment  of 
the  House.'" 

Mr.  WHITE  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and  oeiiig 
taken,  were — yeas  97,  nays  85,  as  follows: 

YEAS — MeuiK.  Andeimn,  Arrlnglon,  Atkinson,  Bayly, 
Btiiitnn,  Edward  J.  Bliick,  Jatiim^  Black,  Jamc«  A.  Black, 
Btackwell,  Bniver,  Bowlin,  Uuyd,  Brinkerlioff,  Brodlicad, 
Aaron  V.Urown,  Burt,  Cnldwell, Campbell,  tihcpherdCnry, 
lteubt:n  Chapman,  Ausu^iud  A.  Chapman,  Cubb,  Cotes, 
Cross,  Cultoiu,  Daniel.  Kichant  D.  Davis,  Dawson,  Dliling 
bam,  Douglas,  Droin;;oole,  Elmer,  Farie  :,  Plcklin,  French, 
Hale,  Haiiimelt,  llaratson,  lioge,  Hopkins,  Houston,  Hub- 
ard,  Hubbell,  HuslicSjJnmf:^  It.  Hunt,  Charles  J.  Ingersnlt, 
Jamesun,  Cave  Johnson,  George  VV.  Jones,  Andrew  Ken- 
uedy,  Preston  King,  Klrkpatrirk,  Labrandie,  Lucas, 
Lumpkin,  Maclay,  Mathews,  lVlcCauslcD,McCieniard,  31c- 
Coiinett,  McKay,  Joseph  Morris,  Murpliy,  Norris,  Owen, 
Payne,  David  S,  Iti^id,  KedinK,  Itclfe,  lUicIt,  KiUor,  Roberts, 
Robinson,  Hussell,  St.  John,  .t^aunderv,  Thomas  H.  Bey- 
nour,  Hiiiions,  Simpson,  8lidell,  John  T.  t^mith,  Thomas 
Suiilh,  Uobert  tjniitii,  Steenrod,  stetson.  John  Stewart, 
t^tnnc,  Taylor,  Thompson,  'i'ihb.itts,  Tui:ker,  Wentworth, 
VVllllnins,  Woodward,  Joseph  A.  VVriglil,  and  Vosl— 97. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Abbot,  Adams,  Aslie,  Baker,  B<irriii|{er, 
Barnard,  JeremhUi  Brown,  Buttington,  Jereiulati  £.  Cary, 
Carroll,  Catlin,  Causiii,  Ciiillon,  Clinch,  Cllngnian,  Coilu- 
iner,  Cranston,  Dana,  Darragh,  Dean,  Dcberry,  Dellet, 
Dickey,  Dunlap,  Ellis,  Fish,  Florence,  Foot,  Giddings, 
Willis  Green,  Byrani  Green,  Grider,  Hamlin,  Uurdln, 
Harper,  Hays,  Herrlck,  Holmes,  Hudson,  Joseph  H.  Inger- 
HOli,  Irvin,  Junks,  Feriey  0.  Johnson,  Joliu  1*.  Kennedy, 
Daniel  P.  King,  Leonard,  Lyon,  Marsh,  McClelland,  Mell- 
raine,  Edward  J.  Morris,  Morse,  Moseley,  Nes,  Newton, 
Patterson,  Phoenix,  Pollock,  Ellslia  It.  Potter,  Emery  U. 
Pouer,  Pnut,  Preston.  Purdy,  Ramsey,  Ratlibun,  Clmrles 
M.  Heed,  Rockwell,  Itodneyj  Rogers,  Sample,-  Schenck, 
Scoter,  Severance,  David  L.  Seymour,  Albert  Sinitll, 
Spence,  Strong,  Tyler,  Vance,  Vanineler,  Vinton,  Weth- 
ered,  VVhlte,  Wlntlirop,  aai  Williaio  VVrlgbt— 85. 

So  the  decision  of  the  Chair  was  sustained. 
NATAL  APPBOPRIATION  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.McKAY,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
stale  of  the  Union;  and  the  committee  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  pay  of  the  Navy. 

Mr.  BARNARD  offered  an  amendment  de- 
claring that  the  Navy  Department  commenced, 
without  due  authority  of  law,  the  construction  of 
the  iron  steamers,  andaddressed  the  committee  in 
support  of  his  amendment. 

Mr.  DEAN  expressed  his  surprise  that  such  a 
bill  should  have  been  presented  to  the  considera- 
tion of  that  House'.  We  have  already  had  a  bill 
before  us  making  appropriations  for  the  Navy  to 
a  very  large  amount;  and  though  he  had  been  en- 
deavoring to  arrest  the  course  of  extravagance  in 
that  branch  of  the  service,  and  bring  its  expendi- 
tures within  just  and  reasonable  bounds,  he  had 
the  mortification  to  see  a  new  bill  introduced,  pro- 
viding for  greater  abuses  and  extravagances  than 
he  was  aware  existed.  However  great  were  the 
abuses  and  extravagances  in  that  Department,  of 
which  the  country  had  complained  so  loudly,  they 
all  sank  into  utter  insignificance  compared  with 
the  enormous  abuses  about  to  be  covered  by  the 
bill  before  the  House.  It  was  nothing  less  than 
a  bill  making  appropriations  to  the  amount  of 
0750,000,  which  bad  Men  expended  by  the  De- 


parimeni  in  viriue  ui  ilh  uwii  vviu  uiiu  pleasure, 
and  without  the  sanction  of  any  law  whatever; 
and  the  House  was  called  on  to  approve  this  pro- 
ceeding. 

He  had  supposed  that  any  Department  which 
took  upon  itself  the  power  of  expending  the  pub- 
lic money,  without  authority  of  law,  would  nave 
been  subjected  to  the  severest  rebuke  of  Congress. 
He  had  supposed  that  this  would  have  been  a 
reform  Congress, and  thatall  the  abuses  of  this  Ad- 
ministration would  be  ferreted  out  and  corrected; 
but  in  this  he  had  been  grievously  disappointed. 
He  had  endeavored  to  get  the  consent  of  the 
House  to  take  up  the  Navy  retrenchment  bill, 
which  would  correct  all  these  abuses,  but  he  had 
been  mistaken ;  and  so  far  from  being  able  to  get 
tlie  bill  before  the  House,  he  had  been  unable 
even  to  get  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question  of 
taking  it  up.  There  was  great  reason  for  this. 
This  Navy  Department  had  been  for  the  last  two 
years  the  great  vortex  which  had  swallowed  up 
two  thirds  of  the  revenues  of  the  Government. 

In  1840,  o  law  was  passed  that  no  money  should 
be  expended  for  the  building  of  ships  without  the 
express  sanction  of  Cotigress;  and  yet,  in  defiance 
of  this  law,  the  Navy  Department  had  gone  on 
to  build  an  iron  steamship  at  Pittsburg,  and  six 
sloops-of-war;  and  he  was  told  that  part  of  the 
appropriations  in  this  bill  were  to  complete  these 
vessels.  Mr.  D.  then  spoke  of  the  utter  uscless- 
ness  of  these  steamships  on  the  western  waters, 
and  referred  to  the  number  of  ships  that  were 
now  rotting  for  want  of  use,  both  on  the  stocks 
and  laid  up  in  ordinary;  and  particularly  referred 
to  the  magnificent  ship  Delaware,  which  had  just 
returned  from  a  cruise,  and  was  dismantled,  and 
laid  up  to  rot  at  Norfolk,  while  the  Department 
was  clamorous  for  building  more  ships.  There 
were  not  only  more  ships  now  built  and  building 
tlian  could  be  used,  but  there  were  three  times 
as  many  officers  as  could  be  employed.  There 
were  ninety-six  commanders,  with  salaries  of 
$3,500  a  year,  while  there  was  only  employment 
for  thirty-eight  of  them;  and  there  were  sixty- 
eight  captains,  whilethere  was  employment  for 
only  eighteen. 

He  then  referred  to  the  number  of  officers  wait- 
ing orders,  and  on  leave  of  absence,  and  said  that 
the  country  would  be  astonished  to  for  such  offi- 
cers the  country  was  now  paying  $S83,700ayear; 
and  that,  by  referring  to  ine  records  of  the  Navy 
Department,  it  would  be  found  that,  for  the  last 
twenty  yettm,  more  than  half  of  the  officers  of 
the  Navy  were  drawing  their  pay  and  emolu- 
ments while  at  home,  on  leave  of  absence,  or 
waiting  orders. 

Mr!  D.  spoke  of  many  other  abuses  in  the  Nary, 
which  he  said  required  correction; and  expressed 
his  great  regret  that  he  had  not  been  able  to  ^et 
the  House  to  act  on  his  Navy  retrenchment  bill. 

He  alluded  to  the  expenses  of  this  Government 
in  the  years  1840-41,  to  show  the  vast  increase — 
amounting  to  several  million  dollars — Jn  the  latter 
of  those  years,  under  Whig  rule,  over  those  of 
1840,  under  Mr.  Van  Buren's  administration;  and 
in  commenting  on  that  fact,  he  condemneil  the 
Whig  statements  of  the  extravagance  of  Demo- 
cratic rule.  He  spoke  of  Whig  professions  of 
retrenchment  and  reform,  which  he  should  hence- 
forth treat  as  a  humbug;  and  to  illustrate  Whig 
practice  he  reminded  the  House  of  what  a  Whig 
House  of  Representatives  did  during  the  last  Con- 
gress in  relation  to  the  public  printing.  To  obtain 
credit  for  an  adherence  to  profession,  they  stipu- 
lated with  their  Printers  to  perform  their  duties 
at  a  reduction  of  twenty  per  cent,  below  the  rates 
of  printing  fixed  by  the  resolution  of  1819;  but 
on  the  last  night  of  the  session,  by  a  simple  and 
obscure  clause  in  an  appropriation  bill,  that  same 
House  voted  a  bonus  of  near  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars to  their  Printers,  being,  in  fact,  twenty-five 
per  cent,  more  for  their  printing  than  in  justice 
they  wereentitled  to.  Healso reminded  the  House 
that  a  Whig  Congress  had  made  a  donation  of 
|25,000  to  the  widow  of  General  Harrison;  and 
for  these  and  various  other  like  acts  of  extrava- 
gant injustice  they  had  been  signally  rebuked  by 
the  people,  as  was  evidenced  by  the  changed  po- 
litical complexion  of  this  House. 

He  then  returned  to  this  bill,  and  after  denounc- 
ing extravagance  in  its  incipient  state,  inasmuch 
as  it  soon  stalked  forth  with  a  bold  front  if  not 
checked  in  its  inception,  asked  what  use  there  was 
for  an  iron  steamer  on  Lake  Erie.    The  expend- 


iture Of  money  lorsucn  purposes  was  worse  man 
useless.  In  his  remarks  on  this  subject,  he  was 
interrupt^  by  the  expiration  of  his  hour. 

Mr.  McKAY  said  he  would  not  follow  the  ex- 
ample of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  whose  remarka 
hnii  no  reference  to  the  bill  under  consideration, 
but  direct  his  attention  to  the  pending  question. 
He  then  directed  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
an  executive  communication,  which  showed  the 
necessity  of  the  appropriations  which  were  now 
asked  for.  He  then  contended  that  these  appro^ 
priationa  were  essentially  necessary,  and  must  be 
made,  though  he  would  not  hesitate  to  join  in  a 
vote  of  censure  on  those  who  had  undertaken 
many  works  without  au  thority  gf  la  w,  and  thereby 
incurred  Jiabilitics  which  the  country  must  liqui- 
date. Those  liabilities  had  been  undertaken  by 
one  of  their  own  high  executive  officers;  and  what 
would  they  do?  Would  they  repudiate?  No;  no 
one  would  assent  to  that. 

In  his  remarks  on  this  subject,  he  was  arrested 
by  the  arrival  of  the  hour  fixed  for  the  recess. 


AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

At  four  o'clock,  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  called  the 
committee  to  order. 

Mr.  McKAY  continued  his  remarks  from  where 
he  left  off  when  the  recess  took  place,  and  ex- 
plained the  various  items  of  appropriation  which 
were  provided  for  in  the  bill. 

After  a  brief  explanation  from  Mr.  BAR- 
NARD, 

Mr.  McKAY  moved  that  the  committee  rise. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  JAMESON  then  offered  a  resolution  to 
terminate  debate  on  the  bill  within  ten  minutes 
after  the  House  should  resolve  itself  into  theCom- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and 
that  the  committee  shoiJd  then  j>roceed  to  vote 
on  the  amendments;  afterwhich.it  should  report 
the  bill  to  tlie  House. 

This  resolution  being  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKAY,  the  House  again 
resolved  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Dromgoolz  in 
the  chair,)  and  resumed  the  consideration  of 
tlie  bill  making  appropriations  for  certain  [naval] 
objects  therein  named. 

Mr.  DARRAGH  addressed  the  committee  in 
a  brief  explanation  of  the  appropriation  for  the 
iron  steamship  building  at  Pittsbui^,  and  de- 
fended the  conduct  of  the  Secretary  or  the  Navy 
(Mr.  Upshur)  in  commencing  that  work. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  Mr.  Barnard's 
amendment;  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SlcKAY  offered  an  amendment  to  increaae 
the  approppriation  in  ^e  item  for  increase,  re- 
pairs, and  armament  of  the  Navy,  (including 
steamers  on  the  lakes,  and  wear  and  tear  of  ves- 
sels,) from  $130,000  to  $138,500. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the  bill 
to  the  House;  when,  under  the  operation  of  the 
previous  question,  the  amendments  made  in  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union 
were  concurred  in. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading. 

Mr.  HALE  called  for  the  previous  question  on 
the  passage  of  the  bill;  which  being  seconded  by 
the  House,  and  the  main  question  ordered, 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays;  which  wcreordered ;  and  the  question  being 
taken,  the  bill  was  passed — yeas  102,  nays  56. 

FRIT  ATE  LETTER  EXPRESSES. 

Mr.  COBB  introduced  a  resolution  to  terminate 
debate  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  laws  in  relation  to 
the  Post  Office  Department  in  five  minutes  after 
the  House  shall  have  resumed  the  consideration 
of  that  bill  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union.- 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Afler  several  ineffectual  attempts  to  discharge, 
by  resolution,  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  from 
bills  before  it,  the  House  resolved  itself  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
(Mr.  Hamlin  in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the-bill  to  amend  the  laws  in  relation 
to  the  Post  Office  Department. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  was  entitled  to  the  floor; 
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and  he  spoke  thrtmgh  three  of  the  five  minutes 
allotted  to  the  debate  on  this  bill. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  spoke  through  the  residue 
ofthe  time— two  minutes.  ,     ^     . 

Mr  DANA  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  first 
section,  Bnd  insert  a  substitute— which  appeared 
to  be  the  first  section  of  the  bill  reported  by  that 
eentleman  from  the  minority  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  reduce  the  rates 
of  postage,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  HOPK 1 NS  raised  the  point  of  order  whether 
that  amendment  was  in  order,  as  it  related  lo  an 
entirely  diireicnl  subject.  The  bill  befcre  the 
committee  proposed  to  protect  the  Post  Office  rev- 
enue, by  the  punishment  of  express  letter  carriers; 
but  this  amendment  proposed  a  reduction  of  the 

rates  of  postage.  

The  CHAIRMAN  decided  that  it  was  in  order. 
The  title  of  the  bill  was  "  A  bill  to  amend  the 
laws  relating  to  the  Post  Office  Department;'   and 
he  was  of  opinion  that  the  amendment  was  rele- 
vant. ,      ,      •   •  r 
Mr.  HOPKINS  appealed  from  the  decision  of 
the  Chair;  and  on  the  appeal  tellers  were  called 
for,  and  Messrs.  Haralson  and  Jameson  were 
appointed;  and  they  reported— ayes  63,  noes  66. 
So  the  decision  of  the  Chair  was  reversed. 
The  other  sections  of  the  bill  were  read  through , 
and  amended  on  motion  of  Mr.  HOPKINS;  in 
some  cases  verbally,  and  in  others  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  the  bill  more  stringent. 

Mr.  DANA  moved  to  strike  out  section  six 
when  it  was  under  consideration,  and  to  substi- 
tute all  the  sections  of  his  bill  except  the  first, 
•which  the  House  had  refused  to  receive  as  a  sub- 
stitute for  an  early  section  in  the  bill. 

The  CHAIRMAN  decided  the  amendment  to 
be  out  of  order,  pursuant  to  the  decision  of  the 
committee  on  the  recent  appeal. 

Mr.  DANA  appealed;  but  the  committee  sus- 
tained the  decision  of  the  Chair,  the  vote  being- 
ayes  84,  noes  33.  .  , , 

Mr.  KING,  of  New  York,  moved  to  add  an 
additional  section  to  abolish  the  franking  privi- 
lege. 

The  CHAIRMAN  decided  that  amendment  lo 
be  out  of  order. 

Mr.  COLLAMER  offered  an  amendment  by 
way  of  proviso,  to  provide  that  nothing  in  this 
act  should  be  construed  as  prohibiting  the  pub- 
lishers of  newspapers  from  distributing  their 
newspapers  by  post-riders  or  carriers  who  are  not 
carriers  of  the  mail . 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  DANA  offered  sundry  amendmenU,  which 
were  ruled  out  of  order. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HOPKINS,  the  committee 
rose,  and  reported  the  bill,  with  the  amendments. 
Mr.  THOMPSON  m»ved  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  JAMESON  inquired  whether  this  bill 
would  lake  precedence  over  those  herolofore  re- 
ported from  the  committee. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  would  take  its  place  in 
the  order  in  which  it  was  reported. 


POWER  OF  DECtAUINQ  WAR. 

Mr.  BARNARD  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rules,  in  order  to  enable  him  lo  offer  certain  res- 
olutions, declaring  that  Congress  alone  possesses 
the  power  of  declaring  war. 

Mr.  HOLMES  offered  an  amendment  to  the 
resolutions,  and  desired  that  it  might  be  read. 

The  reading  was  objected  to. 

The  SPEAKER  observed  that  the  original  res- 
olutions not  having  been  yet  received,  the  amend- 
ment, of  course,  was  not  in  order. 

Mr.  BARNARD  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  his  molion  to  suspend  the  rules. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and  being 
taken,  were — yeas  56,  nays  123. 

So  the  rules  were  not  suspended. 
LIOUT-nOCSE  BILL. 

Mr.  STETSON  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rules,  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
with  the  view  of  taking  up  the  bill  regulating  the 
rates  of  poslage ;  and  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  raised  the  point  of 
order,  whether  a  member  was  at  liberty  lo  stand 
in  the  area  in  front  of  the  Speaker's  chair, instead 
of  rising  from  his  seal  when  about  lo  make  a  mo- 
tion. 


The  SPEAKER  ruled  that  the  motion  made  by 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  waspropctly  made, 
as  the  gentleman  was  standing  in  the  range  ofthe 
front  scats.  .  ,    • 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and  being 
taken,  were— yeas  97,  nays  78. 

So  the  rules  were  suspended;  and  the  House 
resolved  itself  into  committee  acccordingly,  (Mr. 
WiNTHROP  in  the  chair.) 

Mr.  STETSON  moved  that  the  committee  take 
up  the  bill  regulating  the  rales  of  poslage. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Illinois,  moved  to  take  upScn- 
alc  bill  No.  90.  ,    ,.  ,    V 

Mr.  HOLMES  moved  tolakeup  the  light-house 

bill.  .  .     ,   J. 

Mr.  McKAY  moved  to  lake  up  the  Indian  ap- 
propriation bill 

Appropriation  bills  having  preference  over  all 
others,  the  question  was  first  put  on  Mr.  Mc- 
Kay's mntion;and— by  ayes  58,  noes  68,  taken 
by  tellers — it  was  negatived.  ^ 

The  question  then  recurred  on  Mr.  Stetson  s 
motion  lo  take  up  Seqate  bill  (No.  51)  fora  reduc- 
tion of  the  rates  of  poslage,  &c.;  and— by  ayes 
64,  noes  80,  taken  by  tellers- it  was  negatived. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Illinois,  to  take  up  Senate  bill  No. 
90,  being  nn  act  to  grant  to  the  State  of  Illinois 
a  right  of  way  through  the  public  lands,  &c.;  and, 
by  ayes  55,  noes  58,  the  molion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  HOLMES  moved  that  the  commiitcc  lake 
up  the  bill  making  approprialions  for  certain  light- 
houses; which  motion  was  agreed  lo— ayes  68, 
noes  58. 
The  bill  was  then  read. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  moved  lo  strike  out  the  first 
two  appropriations  in  the  bill,  with  a  view  to  test 
the  sense  of  the  House  as  to  the  extraordinary 
increase  of  the  light-house  system. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  HOLMES 
and  HAMLIN  in  favor  of  the  bill, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HOPKINS,  the  committee 
rose  and  reported  progress. 

Mr.  WINTHROP  then  offered  a  resolution 
that  all  debate  shall  cease  on  the  bill  within  ten 
minutes  after  the  House  should,  go  inlo  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  that  the  amend- 
ment should  then  be  acted  on,  and  ihc  bill  rc- 
repoited  to  the  House;  which  resolution  was 
adopted — ayes  85,  noes  65. 

On  molion  of  Mr.  WINTHROP,  the  House 
again  resolved  itself  into  the  Commitlce  of  the 
Whole,  (Mr.  Winthrop  in  the  chair,)  and  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  the  light-house  bill. 

After  some  few  remarks  from  Messrs.  PAR- 
MENTERand  MORSE,  the  question  was  taken 
on  Mr.  C.Johnson's  motion,  and  it  was  rejected. 
Mr.  BARNARD  offered  an  amendment  appro- 
priating jl50,000  for  the  improvement  of  the  navi- 
gation of  the  Hudson  river. 

The  CHAIRMAN  decided  that  the  amendment 
was  not  in  order,  on  the  ground  that  it  introduced, 
under  color  of  nn  amendment,  a  proposiiion  in- 
consistent with  the  nature  of  the  bill  before  the 
House. 
Mr. ,  of  Illinois,  offered  an  amend 


whicli  to  construct  n  light-house  at  the  mooih  of  Ihe  Gea- 
cscc  river,  In  llie  Slate  of  New  Yorli,  SlbfiM. 
The  amendment  was  rejected. 
Various  other  amendments  were  adopted,  when 
the  committee  rose,  and  reported  the  bill  to  the 
House. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH  said  he  arose  to  make 
the  usual  motion,  as  he  wished  lo  hasten  the  busi- 
ness as  much  as  possible,  seeing  it  was  so  late, 
not  only  in  the  session,  but  in  the  evening.  But 
he  wanted  lo  say  a  word  to  the  friendsof  the  bill; 
and  ihat  was,  that  they  must  be  watchful  of  some 
ofthe  amendments  that  had  been  added,  in  order 
lo  render  the  bill  ineffectual.  It  was  too  common 
in  this  House  lo  add  amrndmenis  in  order  to  kill 
a  bill,  which  could  not  otherwise  be  done.  He 
would  say  no  more  now,  after  thus  cautioning 
the  friendsof  the  bill,  but  move  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

So  the  bill  was  laid  aside,  to  come  up  in  order, 
with  the  previous  question  pending. 
DUTY  OS  SALT. 
Mr.  HOPKINS  moved  to  suspend  the  mies  to 
enable  the   House  to  proceed  wijh  such  bills  as 
were  to  be  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 
The  motion  was  agreed  lo.  ' 
The  House  then  took  up  tlie  bill  to  repeal  the 
Jatf  on  sail. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  moved  to  postpone  it  tiU 
the  first  Monday  in  December  next. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  motion  was  not  in 
order.  A  molion  lo  postpone  to  a  day  certain, 
within  the  session,  or  a  motion  for  indefinite  post- 
ponement only,  would  be  in  order. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  said  he  would  be  willing 
lo  pass  the  bill  by  informally,  provided  it  did  not 
lose  its  place  on  the  Calendar,  and  could  cpme  up 
next  session. 

The  suggestion  was  acquiesced  in,  by  general 
consent,  and  the  bill  passed  over  accordingly. 
UNACTHORIZED  LAND  SALES. 
The  House  then  look  up  the  bill  to  authorize 
repayment  for  lands  sold  by  the  United  Slates 
without  the  authority  of  law;  and  after  concor- 
in"  in  the  amendments  made  in  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  stale  of  the  Union,  the  bill  was 
ordered  lo  be  engrossed,  and  then  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed,  under  the  operation  of  ibe  pre- 
vious question.      

Mr.    HAMMETT    moved    that   the    HooM 
adjourn, 
'rhe  motion  was  rejected. 

UGIRS  OF  CAPTAIN  THORNTON. 
The  bill  for  tlierelief  of  the  heirs  and  legal  rep- 
resentatives of  Captain  Presley  Thornton,  de- 
ceased, being  the  next  on  the  Calendar,  was,  bjr 
general  consent,  laid  over  until  the  next  session. 
LAND  SALES  IN  MISSISSIPPI. 
The  bill  to  legalize  the  sales  of  lands  made  at 
the   Chocchuma  and   Columbus   land  districts, 
Mississippi,  was  considered,  and,  after  a  brief 
explanation  from  Mr.  HOUSTON,  it  was orfered 
to  be  engrossed,  and  then  read  the  third  time, sod 


ment  to  appropriate  $10,000  for  a  light-house  at 
Astoria,  on  ihe  Columbia  river. 

The  vole|[lakcn  by  Messrs.  Cobb, and  Wright 
of  Indiana,  tellers)  was  thirty-two  in  the  affirm- 
ative.    No  further  count  took  place. 

Some  like  appropriation  for  Galveston,  Texas, 
was  offered  ana  rejected. 

Some  ineffectual  atlempts  were  made  lo  gel 
approprialions  for  various  points  by  the  members 
representing  those  sections  of  the  country. 

Mr.  SLIDELL  offered  an  amendment,  as  fol- 
lows: 

For  the  erection  of  a  llght-hou«  on  Horn  Island, 
015,000.  _       .... 

For  the  erection  of  a  lighthouse  on  Bound  Island, 
$15,000. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  STILES  offered  the  following  amendment: 

For  the  erection  of  beacons  In  Ihe  Savannah  river  and 
on  Uie  coast  of  Georgia,  83,000. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  amendment  was  subsequently  offered  re- 
peatedly, each  time  with  a  diminished  sum  spe- 
cified; and  iillimaiely,  $1,500  was  appropriated. 

Mr.  PATTERSON  offered  thefollowingamend- 

ment: 
For  repairing  tlie  pier,  and  building  a  foundallon  upon 


PAY  FOR  HORSES. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  pay- 
ment of  horses  lost  by  the  Missouri  volunteers  in 
the  Florida  war  was  taken  up,  and  read;  and  after 
abrief  discussion,  it  was  oracred  lo  be  engrossed, 
and  then  read  the  third  lime,  and  passed,  under 
the  operation  of  the  previous  question — yeas  91, 
nays  67. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


The  following  petition  was  presented  to-dajr  i 
rule :  „     ^_ 

By  Mr.  HOPKINS:  The  petition  of  Jaac  HoekiiCTi 
widow  of  John  Hackney,  late  a  revolutionary  peuiawr 
on  the  Virginia asency,  from  llie  county  of  Ru«»ell,  a»ta»g 
lo  be  ptnceit  on  llic  pension  roll ;  in  which  pt'lilion  Janr* 
P.  Carroll  and  thirteen  others,  ciUzcns  of  ihe  tame  coontr, 
unite  J  ivlilcli  was  refeircd  lo  the  Comniiuee  a*  Bsrcta- 
lionary  Pennons. 

IN  SENATE. 
FniDAT,  Juiw  14,  1844. 
The  PRESIDENT  pro  temport  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  message  from  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales,  communicating,  in  compliance  with  a 
resolution  of  the  Senate,  copies  of  correspondence 
with  the  Government  of  Mexico  in  relation  lo  the 
expulsion  of  cilizens  of  the  United  States  from 
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upper  v^auiurnia,  wiiicii,  on  iiie  niouon  oi  iur. 
EVANS,  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
PBTITI0N9,  BTC. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  presented  a  petition  from 
citizens  bf  Boston,  Massachusetts,  praying  for 
the  immediate  annexniioii  of  Texas  to  the  United 
Slates;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BREESE  presented  a  memorial  from 
Thomas  Bassnctt,  oflllinois,  proposing  to  impart 
to  the  Government,  for  a  conisderation,  his  in- 
vention of  the  principle,  of  the  theory  of  storms; 
-which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Agri- 
culture. 

Mr.  BENTON  presented  a  petition  from  citi- 
zens of  Phllftdelphin,  Pennsylvania,  praying  that 
the  naturalization  laws  mny  be  so  changed  as  to 
require  of  foreigners  n  residence  of  twenty-one 
years  before  conferring  upon  them  the  rights  of 
citizenship;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Also,  a  petition  from  Reuben  H.  Grant,  of 
Mississippi,  praying  compensation  .for  services 
and  expenses  in  defending  the  interests  of  the 
United  States  in  the  investigation  of  the  Choctaw 
claims  under  the  fourteenth  article  of  the  treaty 
of  Dancing  Rabbit  creek;  which  was  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  four  memorials  from 
citizens  of  the  county  of  Albany,  New  YorK, 
praying  that  the  law  regulating  elections  of  Pres- 
ident and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States, 
which  passed  the  House  of  Representatives,  may 
be  so  passed  by  the  Senate  as  to  make  its  provis- 
ions applicable  to  the  election  of  1844;  which 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table — the  bill  having 
been  reported  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  McDUFFIEprcsented  resolutions  adopted 
By  a  large  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Pickens  dis- 
trict, South  Carolina;  and  also  the  the  proceed- 
ings of  a  large  meeting  of  citizens  of  Abbeville 
district.  South  Carolina,  in  fnvor  of  the  annexa- 
tion of  Texas  to  the  United  Sutes. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  a  memorial  from 
citizens  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia, 
similar  to  those  already  presented,  for  a  reform 
in  the  naturalization  laws;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  B.  expressed  the  hope  that  that  committee 
would  make  a  report  on  this  subject  before  the 
adjournment,  as  requested  by  the  memorialists. 
BEP0KT3  FROU  COUMITTEES. 

Mr.  EVANS,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
moved  that  that  committee  be  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  petition  of  the  widow 
of  Thomas  Edwards,  and  that  the  petitioner  have 
leave  to  withdraw  her  papers;  which  was  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  MILLER,  from  the  Committee  o'n  the 
District  of  Columbia,  made  an  adverse  report  on 
the  petition  of  Samuel  Walker  and  Francis  Yv 
Beatty,  praying  to  be  remunerated  for  injuries  sus- 
tained by  them  while  employed  on  the  Treasury 
building,  in  the  city  of  Washington;  and  an  ad- 
verse report  on  the  petition  of  William  Archer, 
praying  compensation  for  the  plan  and  estimates 
fiimfthed  by  him  for  the  construction  of  the 
Potomac  bridge;  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MILLER,  the  Committee 
on  the  District  of  Columbia  was  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  memorial  of  a 
number  of  citizens  of  Alexandria,  praying  that 
all  legislation  in  relation  to  that  town  be  sus- 

S ended;  the  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of 
laine  in  favor  of  repealing  the  law  of  the  States 
and  Territories  which  render  persons  of  color 
liable  to  arrest  and  imprisonment,  and  to  be  said 
for  jail  fees;  and  from  the  bill  of  the  Senate  to 
regulate  the  return  of  writs  and  other  proceiw  in 
the  county  of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

Mr.  ATCHISON,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  made  an  adverse  re- 
port on  the  joint  resolution  of  the  Senate  for  the 
relief  of  Sellers  and  Pennock. 

Mr.  TAPPAN,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  reported  back,  withoutamendment, 
nnd  with  a  recommendation  that  they  do  pass, 
the  bills  from  the  House  for  the  relief  of  Abelard 
Guthrie,  and  for  the  relief  of  Francois. Christian 
and  Madame  Baptiste  Berard. 

Mr.  TAPPAN,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported back,  with  omendmenu,  House  bill  for 


me  reiici  ui  vvaicuiL  jviiyn  oiruiig  anu  x^ierre 
Derbanne;  ond,  on  his  motion,  the  previous  or- 
ders of  the  day  were  postponed,  and  the  obove 
bill  was  taken  up  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole; 
the  antendmcnts  being  agreed  to,  it  was  reported 
to  the  Senate,  and  finally  passed.  The  report 
accompanying  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HAYWOOD,  the  Commit- 
tee on  Claiihs  was  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration,  for  the  want  of  time  to  complete 
the  investigation,  of  the  memorial  of  William 
Smith  and  others,  assignees  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  touching  a  certain 
claim. 

Mr.  HENDERSON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims,  reported  back,  without 
amendment,  and  witli  a  recommendation  that  it 
do  pass,  the  bill  from  the  House  for  the  relief  of 
Woodson  Wren,  of  Mississippi,  Mr.  H.  asked 
for  the  consideration  of  the  bill  now. 

EXTRA  PAT  TO  PAGES,  ETC. 

.On  motion  of  Mr.  TALLMADGE,  the  reso- 
lution introduced  by  him  yesterday  to  allow  ex- 
tra pay  to  the  pages  and  messengers  of  the  Sen- 
ate, was  taken  up,  read  three  several  times,  and 
agreed  to. 

CIVIL  AND  DIPLOMATIC  BILL. 

The  bill  making  d^rnpriation/br  the  civil  and 
diplomatic  expenses  of  Government  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  30th  June,  1845,  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

ANNEXATION  OF  TEXAS. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  said  he  desired  to  reply 
briefly  10  the  remarks  of  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri, [Mr.  Benton,]  made  yesterday  on  the  bill 
for  the  annexation  of  Texas.  He  desired  that 
that  bill  might  be  taken  up,  to  enable  him  to  make 
the  renly. 

Mr.  EVANS  said  there  was  no  doubt  that  some 
time  during  the  morning  an  opportunity  might  be 
afforded  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina;  but  he 
must  insist  on  having  the  appropriation  bills  dis- 
posed of  first. 

RESOLUTION  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  TAPPAN,  on  leave,  introduced  a  joint 
resolution  for  givins;  to  the  public  the  benefit  of 
the  engravings  made  for  the  account  of  the  ex- 
ploring expedition;  which  was  read, and  ordered 
to  a  aecona  reading. 

LIEUTENANT  BRAOO. 
The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tion, submitted  by  Mr.  BREESE,8ome  days  since, 
calling  upon  the  proper  Department  to  report  to 
the  Senate  the  proceedings  of  the  court-martial  in 
the  case  ofLieutenant  Braxton  Bragg,of  the  Army; 
when,  on  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  it  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

RECESS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  it  was  ordered  that 
the  Senate  take  a  recess  from  half  post  two  o  'clock 
to  half  past  (bur  o'clock,  p.  m. 

EN0LI3U  PRESCMPTION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WALKER,  the  Senate  took 
up  for  consideration  the  following  resolutions 
submitted  by  him  on  Wednesday: 

Retolvti,  That  ihe  Pre«ldent  of  the  United  Slatea  be 
requested  to  Inform  Uie  Senatn  whether  the  Parliament  or 
Great  Britain  liaa  naMed  any  act  extending  11a  criminal 
JurlsdicUon  tit  the  tJnited  States,  so  as  to  subject  any  por- 
tion of  their  citizens,  or  persons  within  their  limits,  to  lia 
pcnalUes,  for  nets  done  within  the  same,  and  to  communi- 
catR  fl  copy  of  said  act.  If  any  such  there  be,  together  with 
any  infonnatlon  he  may  possess  as  to  the  means  which  may 
have  been  adopted  to  carry  its  provisions  into  effect. ' 

Raolcti,  That  he  be  also  requested  to  Inform  the  Sen- 
ate wheUier  the  GovemmeDt  of  Great  Britain  has  issued 
circulars  to  Its  diplomatic  or  consular  agents  to  collect 
Information  as  to  the  condition  of  any  portion  of  our  pop- 
ulaUon ;  and,  If  so,  tu  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  copy  thereof, 
if  In  his  possession,  together  with  any  information  he  may 
posseiM  as  to  the  object  of  issuing  the  some. 

Mr.  WALKER  said  he  was  anxious  for  the 
adoption  of  the  resolutions,  which  were  merely 
a  call  for  information.  If  they  could  be  passed 
without  discussion,  he  would  dispense  with  any 
remarks,  and  with  laying  before  the  Senate  some 
documents  which  he  intended  to  read  to  it  upon 
the  subject. 

Mr.  ARCHER  said  he  did  not  think  the  subject 
of  the  resolutions  a  fit  subject  to  occupy  the  time 
of  the  Senate  at  so  late  a  period ;  ana  he  there- 
fore moved  to  lay  them  on  the  table. 


lur.  >T  Aj-fivcn.  sBiu  ne  intenoeu  to  make  no 
remarks,  provided  the  resolutions  were  not  de- 
bated by  others.  He  hoped,  at  any  rate,  the  vote 
would  be  taken. 

Mr.  ARCHER  said  if  the  honorable  Senator 
chose  to  have  the  vote  taken  without  a  word  on 
either  side,  he  would  withdraw  the  motion  to  lay 
on  the  table. 

The  question  now  being  on  the  adoption  of  the 
resolutions, 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordereci. 

Mr.  CHOATE  made  some  remarks,  under- 
stood to  be  against  the  propriety  of  calling  for  the 
executive  documents,  which  could  only  have  the 
efl°ect  of  creating  excitement.  Even  if  the  law 
existed,  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  did 
not  know  what  construction  had  been  given  to 
it.  The  resolution  was  a  subject  proper  to  be 
sent  to  a  committee  before  action  upon  it  by  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  WALKER  said  if  the  subject  was  to  be 
discussed,  he  wanted  to  read  some  documents  to 
show  the  construction  which  had  been  given  the 
act,  and  some  consular  certificates  issued  by  that 
GoveVnmentto  have  it  carried  into  effect. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  moved  to  refer  the  reso- 
lutions to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  EVANS  moved  to  lay  them  oui  the  table. 

Mr.  WALKER  demanded  the  yeas  and  naya  . 
on  the  motion. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and  being 
taken,  resulted  in  the  affirmative — yeas  31,  nays 
20;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  llayard,  Ber- 
rien, Cboatc,  Clayton, Crittenden,  Dayton,  Evans,  Francis, 
Huntington,  Johnson,  Mangum,  Miller,  Pearce,  Porter, 
Simmons,  Upham,  White,  and  Woodbrldge— 31. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Atlierton,  Bagby,  Benion,  Breese, 
Buchanan,  Fairfield,  Fulton,  Haywood,  Henderson,  Htiger, 
Lewis,  Merrick,  Niles,  Semple,  Sevier,  Suugeon,  Tall- 
roadge.  Walker,  Woodbury,  and  Wright— 90. 

So  the  resolutions  were  laid  on  the  table. 
ELECTION  OF  ELECTORS. 

Mr.ATHERTON  said  he  rose  to  make  a  mo- 
tion, both  on  account  of  the  importance  of  the  sub- 
ject to  which  it  related,  and  also  because  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  State  which  he  had  the  honor  in.part 
to  represent,  had  passed  a  resolution  evincing 
their  sense  of  its  importance.  That  Legislature 
had,  as  long  ago  as  1841,  instructed  the  Senators 
of  the  State  to  use  their  exertions  to  procure  the 
passage  of  a  law  to  fix  the  same  day  or  days  for 
the  choice  of  presidential  electors  throughout  the 
United  States.  He  therefore  moved  that  the  pre- 
vious orders  be  postponed,  and  the  bill  of  the 
House  on  the  subject,  which  had  been  reported 
by  the  Judiciary  Committee  of  the  Senate,  with 
amendments,  be  now  taken  up. 

Mr.  EVANS  hoped  that  the  Senator  from  New 
Hampshire  would  not  now  press  his  motion,  aa 
there  were  one  or  two  appropriation  bills  to  be 
disposed  of.  He  thought  there  would,  after  that, 
be  an  opportunity  for  the  motion. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  inquired  of  the  chairman  of 
the  Judiciary  Committee,  whether  it  was  his  in- 
tention to  call  up  the  bill  during  .the  present  ses- 
sion ? 

Mr.  BERRIEN  replied  that  he  could  only  say 
he  had  no  instructions  from  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee on  that  subject.  He  reported  the  bill  with 
amendments,  in  discharge  of  the  duties  imposed 
on  him  by  the  committee. 

Mr.  EVANS  said  if  the  Senator  from  New 
Hampshire  would  give  way  for  the  appropriation 
bills,  he  would  himself  interpose  no  objection  then 
to  lakingup  the  bill. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  said  if  there  could  be  an 
understanding  that  the  bill  should  be  taken  up  in 
the  course  of  the  day,  he  would  assent  to  the 
course  proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Maine. 

Mr.  DAYTON.    No  pledges.    No  pledges. 

Mr.  EVANS  said  he  aid  not  refer  to  a  general 
understanding;  but  all  he  meant  was,  he  would 
interpose  no  objection. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  said  he  then  felt  it  his  duty 
to  persist  in  his  motion,  and  asked  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  question. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  on  postponing  the  previous  or- 
ders to  take  up  this  bill  was  then  taken,  and 
decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  34,  nays  23;  as 
folows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Atchison,  Atharton,  Bagby,  Bar- 
row, Beatoo,  Breese,  Bucbaoao,  FairSeld,  Fultou,  HaoiM- 
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«nii,  Haywood,  Iluscr,  Lewis,  McDuflic,  Nile»,  Srmple, 
Bnvlcr,  !<tur5COM,Talluiadgi!,Tipp.iii,  Walker,  Wooclburj', 
and  VVrlslii— 34. 

pj  A  YS— MMsni.  Archer,  Bates,  Bayard,  Berrien,  Chonte, 
Clayton,  Crlllendmi,  Dayton,  Evana,  Foster,  Francis,  Ili'n- 
dereon,  Huntington,  Jolin.«on,  Mangiirn,  Miilcr,  Pcaree, 
Porter,  Siminuns,  I'pliain,  White,  and  VVoodbridge— 20. 

The  bill  was  ihcn  taken  up  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  and  tend: 

Be  it  ennctci  by  the  Senate  and  IToiise  of  Repre^eiUatires 
of  the  United  Slates  of  Jimcriea  in  Con»resi  fisscinbted,  That 
llie  lime  of  chnosina  tite  elertnr,i  of  rreslrlent  and  Vice 
i'ri'sident  of  tlie  tinited  t^tati-s,  in  each  tSiate,  shall  he  the 
Tuejiday  next  alU'r  llie  first  Monday  of  November  next ; 
and  atterwurds,  except  where  a  special  election  shall  be 
lield  in  pnnsuanec  of  the  tenth  section  of  the  act  to  which 
Ihis  is  an  amendment,  the  lime  of  choo.^in^  said  elector.* 
shall  be  the  Tuesday  next  arter  the  tirnt  Monday  of  No- 
vember In  every  fourth  year  sncceedinp  tlle  last  election  of 
said  electors;  and  when  such  special  election  shall  be 
lield,  the  lime  therefor  sltall  be  the  Tuesday  next  nller  the 
first  Monday  of  November  in  the  yt^ar  when  the  same  shall 
be  licid  pursuant  to  the  section  aforesaid. 

The  question  pending  wn.'i  on  the  amendmcnls 
reported  by  the  Judiciary  Comtnittcc.ns  follows: 

Strike  out  all  after  the  word  '*  November,"  in  the  (ifth 
line,  and  insert: 

In  every  fourth  year  succeeding  the  last  regular  election 
of  such  electors ;  and  when  any  special  election  shall  he 
held,  the  time  for  holding  the  same  shall  be  on  the  Tuesday 
next  after  the  tirst  Monday  of  November,  in  the  year  when 
Ibe  same  shall  be  held  :  FrovitteJt  That  this  act  shall  not 
go  into  operation  until  after  the  next  election  of  electors 
of  President  and  Vice  Presulent  of  the  [Jnitf:d  States  ;  Jlnd 
provided  further,  'i'liat  It  shall  not  operate  in  any  State  in 
which  the. election  of  electors  of  President  or  Vice  Presi- 
dent shall  be  tnade  by  the  Legislature  of  such  State. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  he  believed  there  were  two 
amcndment.s  reported  with  the  bill.  He  wished 
to  have  the  vote  taken  upon  them  separately. 

Mr.  BERRIEN,  in  explanation  of  the  uinend- 
ii\ents  reported  by  the  Judiciary  Coininittee.said 
that  the  jxirpose  o(  the  fii-st  was  to  postpone  the 
operation  of  the  bill  itntil  after  the  next  presiden- 
tial election.  The  second  provides  that  it  shall  not 
apply  in  those  Stales  where,  by  the  existing  law, 
the  election  is  made  by  the  Legislatures  of  said 
States.  The  last  amendment, lie  believed,  has 
particular  reference  to  the  Stale  of  South  Carolina 
alone.  The  first  was  induced  by  the  considera- 
tion of  the  shortness  of  time  which  supervened 
between  the  passitge  of  the  bill  and  the  period 
when  this  election  was  to  be  held,  and  the  incon- 
venience which  the  people  woulil  be  put  to,  of 
calling  the  Legislatures  of  the  Stales  together. 

Mr.  ATHERTONsaid  he  understood  that  the 
object  of  this  amendment  was  to  postpone  the 
operation  of  this  bill  until  after  the  next  presi- 
dential election.  'Iho  other  amendment  was  to 
provide  that  it  should  not  apply  to  those  Stales 
in  which  elections  were  made  by  the  Legislatures. 
He  did  not  know  that  tlieie  would  be  any  partic- 
ular objection  to  the  adoption  of  the  latter  amend- 
ment-, but  to  the  passageof  the  amendment  which 
postponed  the  operation  of  this  bill  until  after  the 
next  presidential  election,  he  thouglit  it  his  duty 
most  strenuously  to  object.  It  was  well  known — 
and  it  made  no  difference  whether  this  apprehen- 
sion yas  well  founded  or  not — that  apprehension 
prevailed  to  a  considerable  extent,  thot  frauds  had 
been  practiced  in  elections — that  men  had  been 
transferred  from  one  part  of  the  Union  to  another, 
in  order  to  vote;  and  that  system  which  had  now 
received  the  technical  name  of  fipe-laying,  had 
been  carried  into  pietty  general,  and  in  some  in- 
stances, into  pretty  extensive  operation.  Now, 
he  wished  to  cast  no  imputations  upon  any  party; 
but  it  was  a  matter  of  very  serious  importance 
that  thi8upprehension8hould.be  removed,  whether 
these  facis  existed  or  not.  If  frauds  existed,  cer- 
tainly nothing  could  be  more  important  to  a  legis- 
lative body  tlian  to  remove,  as  far  as  it  was  in 
their  power,  the  possibility  of  their  recurrence. 
If  frauds  did  not  exist,  it  was  important  that  the 
suspicion  of  them  should  be  removed;  for  what 
was  of  more  consequence  than  that  the  people 
should  have  confidence  in  their  rulers,  and  in  the 
manner  of  their  election.'  This  was  important 
in  Older  to  produce  tranquillity;  because,  if  any 
party,  after  an  excited  contest,  believed  that  they 
had  been  defrauded  of  their  rights,  what  was  so 
opt  to  produce  dis.sensions  between  them  and  their 
julers,  and  the  most  disastrous  consequences  to 
republican  government?  It  was  important  that 
our  institutions  should  not  only  be  preserved  pure, 
but  be  preserved  from  all  suspicion.  Here  was  a 
bill  which  was  passed  by  an  unexampled  major- 
ity of  the  House  of  Representatives,  providing 
that  the  election  of  President  and  Vice  President 


shall  lake  place  in  the  United  States  on  one  and 
the  same  day — thereby  removing  the  possibility 
of  introducing  fraud  to  any  great  extent  in  those 
elections.  Not  only  so;  it  seemed  that  the  Judi- 
ciary Committee  of  this  body  had  sanctiifned  the 
principles  contained  in  the  bill  by  reporting  an 
amendment,  and  not  objecting  to  the  bill  itself; 
but  the  amendment  provided  that  it  should  go 
into  operation — when.'  Not  until  afler  the  next 
presidential  election.  Now,  was  it  not  admitted 
on  all  hands,  that  the  next  presidential  election 
was  to  bo  one  of  tlie  most  important  ever  known 
in  this  country.'  What  reason  was  there  Ibr 
poiiponing  tlie  operotion  of  the  bill  until  afler_ 
this  election  ?  Why  postpone  it  at  this  important 
crisis,  when,  if  it  was  to  have  any  beneficial  in- 
fluence at  oil,  its  passage  was  of  the  greatest  con- 
sequence. He  had  no  disposition  tg  say  anything 
upon  this  subject  to  prejudice  Senators  against 
the  bill  itself;  but  he  hoped  the  amendment  would 
not  prevail. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  he  would  not  go  into  a  gen- 
eral discussion  upon  the  merits  of  the  question. 
It  was  nbill  introduced  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives by  one  of  the  members  from  the  State 
of  Ohio,  who  was  unquestionably  induced  to  make 
the  movement  in  consequence  of  what  look  place 
in  the  State  of  Ohio  at  the  last  presidential  elec- 
tion. That  there  were  f*uds  almost  without 
number  committed  on  the  ballot-box  in  that  Slate 
in  1840,  was  a  fact  which  no  solitary  citizen  with- 
in the  limits  of  the  State  was  now  prepared  to 
deny.  There  were  fraudscommitted  by  the  trans- 
fer of  voters  from  the  adjoiningStates  to  the  State 
of  Ohio — a  fact  which  was  proved  before  the 
Senate  of  the  State  at  the  next  session  oj  the  le- 
gislative body  after  the  election — proved  beyond 
doubt,  in  the  contests  between  Senators  upon  that 
floor,  to  the  .satisfaction  of  the  Senate  and  of  the 
House  of  Representatives;  and  so  completely  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  whole  people,  that  that 
public  opinion  compelled  the  Legislature  to  pass 
one  of  the  most  pcnnl  laws  to  be  found  in  the 
Legislature  of  any  Slate  in  the  Union,  against 
the  recurrence  of  election  frauds  on  the  elective 
franchise  of  the  State.  This  bill,  ihcreforc,  might 
well  originate  from  the  Stale  of  Ohio;  or  rather, 
the  cause  of  it  being  strongest  in  that  State, 
might  well  induce  a  member  fi-om  that  Slate  to 
introduce  it  in  the  House  of  Representatives. 
With  regard  to  putting  this  matter  off  until  an- 
other presidential  election  intervened,  it  seemed 
to  him  that  it  was  nothing  more  than  a  proposi- 
tion to  defeat  the  bill  entirely.  If  thei-e  were 
frauds,  they  ought  to  be  barred  out  of  the  ap- 
proachingelection.  If  there  were  no  frauds,  there 
was  no  use  whatever  in  the  law;  and  instead  of 
postponing  its  action,  gentlemen  ought  to  vote 
against  its  passage.  The  very  fact  that  the  House 
of  Representatives  had,  by  an  immense  majority, 
passed  this  act,  was  conclusive  of  the  fact  that 
the  popular  branchof  the  Government,  who  ema- 
nated froin  the  ballot-box,  entertains  the  solemn 
conviction  that  these  frauds  have  been  practiced 
upon  the  ballot-box. 

The  fact  that  the  Senate  of  the  United  States 
had  agieed  to  consider  the  bill,  and  to  take  it  up 
at  this  late  period  of  the  ses.sion  for  consideration, 
was  conclusive  of  the  fact  that  a  majority  of  the 
Senators  present  in  their  seats  believed  that  there 
exists  good  reason  for  the  passage  of  this  bill; 
and  if  there  was  any  good  reason  for  its  passage 
nt  all,  did  not  ih.it  lea.son  apply  to  the  approach- 
ing, as  well  lis  to  any  future  elections?  All  the 
calamities  which  could  by  possibility  result  to 
the  country  from  a  fraudulent  result,  in  the  pres- 
idential election,  mighl.be  felt  in  that  which  was 
approaching.  And  what  harm  could  result  from 
the  passage  of  the  bill  now?  What  harm  could 
it  do  to  anybody  who  desired  to  see  the  ballot-box 
uncontaminated?  He  desii-ed  to  know  upon  what 
grounds  any  bill  passed  bythcSenateoftheUnitcd 
States,  which  had  no  other  object  in  view  than  the 
prevention  of  frauds  in  elections,  could  be  objected 
to?  It  was  not  a  bill  to  infiict  any  calamity  upon 
the  country,  by  possibility,  in  any  way.  It  was 
not  a  bill  drawn  upon  the  Treasury  for  money, 
or  to  lax  the  people;  it  was  purely  a  measure  to 
prevent  frauds,  which  were  destined,  if  suffered 
to  continue,  to  contaminate  the  power  of  Govern- 
ment at  its  very  source.  Upon  what  ground,  then, 
could  any  solitary  Senator  oppose  the  object  of 
this  bill?  It  could  nol  be  that  any  Senator  here 
desired  to  see  the  frauds  of  IS-JO  practiced  over 


again;  and  if  not  so,  he  demanded  the  reason  for 
their  opposition  to  the  bill.  The  whole  object  of 
it  was  to  prevent  frauds  in  elections.  It  hail  been 
said  that  it  would  be  inconvenient.  Now,  there 
.were  six  months  to  intervene  before  the  election, 
or  nearly  six;  and  as  to  the  mere  matter  of  incon- 
venience, (which  he  denied,  for  there  would  be 
no  inconvenience  whatever,)  he  fell  assured  that 
there  was  no  sulficicnt  reason  in  that  lo  rote  against 
the  passage  of  a  bill  which  had  nothing  less  for 
its  object  than  lo  preserve  uncontaminated  lb* 
source  of  power  of  our  institutions. 

He  repeated  that  the  same  reason  that  existed 
for  the  taking  effect  of  this  bill,  at  any  time,  ex- 
isted for  its  taking  effect  previouH  to  the  next 
presidential  election;  and  as  regarded  Ibe  election 
in  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  there  was  one 
plain  and  conclusive  answer  to  the  amendment, 
as  it  regarded  that  State;  and  tliat  was,  that  the 
Legislature  of  South  Carolina  could  be  called 
together  before  the  specified  period,  and  at  very 
little  expense  to  the  people  of  that  State. 

He  wished  it  to  be  distinctly  remembered,  not 
only  here  but  throughout  the  country,  that  this 
was  nol  a  bill  to  appropriate  money,  or  lo  iropcH« 
(uiy  tax  upon  the  Treasury;  its  w-hol#  and  sole 
object  was  to  prevent  fraud;  and  that  there  could 
exist  no  objection  to  it  which  was  not  an  obje:- 
tion  to  the  prevention  of  fraud.  He  desired  the 
yeas  and  nays  upon  this  subject;  it  was  one  which 
must  go  before  the  people;  and  if  the  frauds  were 
not  removed  from  the  next  presidential  contest, 
the  passage  of  this  bill  would  be  a  main  evidence 
in  the  strife.  It  would  then  be  seen  who  it  was 
that  was  opposed  lo  the  passage  of  a  law,  the 
whole  and  sole  object  of  which  was  lo  preserve 
uncontaminated  the  sources  of  political  power  in 
Ihis  country.  If  the  frauds  of  1840  were  repeat^ 
again;  if  the  people  discovered  that  the  majority 
were  in  favor  of  one  man,  yet,  by  abuses  prac- 
ticed in  the  ballot-box,  another  was  elected,  they 
would  become  disgusted  with  their  own  institu- 
tions; the  right  of  suffrage  would  be  gone,  and 
frauds  would  take  the  place  of  the  rightful  actios 
of  the  popular  will. 

He  presumed  that  the  honorable  Senators  who 
represented  the  Slate  of  South  Carolina  would  be 
ready  to  say,  that  in  order  to  remove  ail  obstmc- 
lions  to  the  passage  of  this  bill,  South  Carolina 
would  be  willing  to  call  an  extra  session  of  her 
Legislature  to  meet  the  retmiremenis  of  this  law, 
should  it  become  a  law.  He  could  not  imagine — 
he  did  not  imagine — that  there  was  a  solitary  Sen- 
ator upon  the  other  side  who  desired  to  see  a 
repetition  of  these  frauds.  It  could  not  be  possi- 
ble that  any  Senator  was  in  favor  of  them;  and 
if  not,  he  asked  wiiat  reason  was  there  for  any 
opposition  to  this  bill  ? 

He  would  not  occupy  any  more  of  the  time  of 
the  Senate;  and  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  McDUFFl  E  felt  called  upon,  by  the  pecq- 
liar  situation  in  which  South  Carolina  stood,  to 
say  a  very  few  words  upon  this  subject.  If  the 
first  branch  of  the  amendment  prevailed — post- 
poning the  operation  of  this  bill  until  after  the 
next  presidential  election — he  would  move  to 
strike-out  the  other;  for  he  had  no  idea  that  South 
Carolina  should  stand  upon  a  different  footing 
from  the  other  Slates  of  this  Union.  If,  how- 
ever, the  first  amendment  should  not  be  adopted, 
it  would  bea  matter  of  convenience  for  the  second 
to  stand  until  afler  the  coming  election.  Ue 
wished  it  to  be  distinctly  understood  that  South 
Carolina  approved  of  the  principle  of  this  meas- 
ure. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  said  he  was  as  anxious  for 
the  security  of  our  elections  as  the  Senator  fro« 
New  Hampshire  [Mr.  Athebton]  orthe  Senator 
from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Allen;]  and  yet  he  should  von 
against  this  bill,  unless  the  present  amendmem 
should  be  adopted;  and  he  would  do  so  for  this 
rea-soii:  if  this  bill  passed  in  the  form  in  which  it 
came  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  the  Le- 
gislature o{  the  State  of  Delaware,  and  he  believed 
the  Legislatures  of  most  of  the  States  in  this 
Union,  would  necessarily  be  obliged  to  assemble 
for  the  purpose  of  pa.ssing  laws  to  carry  ihis  act 
into  execution.  By  the  constitution  of  the  Slate 
of  Delaware,  and  by  the  laws  of  that  Stale,  the 
judges  and  inapeclors  of  elections  are  direried  I» 
hold  the  elections  upon  particular  days.  If,  then, 
the  day  be  altered  by  an  act  of  Congivss,  it  OB- 
queslionably  followed  that  the  Legislature  must 
be  assembled  to  give  authority  to  these  judge* 
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and  mspectora  to  hold  the  elections  upon  the  day 
fixed  upon  by  the  net  of  Congress.  Some  few 
years  ago  an  amendment  was  made  in  the  con- 
stitution of  that  Slate,  so  that  the  election  would 
take  place  with  the*general  election  throughout  • 
the  State.  It  being  fixed  upon  by  law  to  be  dur- 
ing the  month  of  November,  the  elections  in 
Delaware  were  changed  from  the  month  of  Octo- 
ber to  the  month  of  November;  and  a  particular 
day  was  fixed  for  holding  these  elections — two 
elections  the  same  day  every  four  years.  Now, 
the  judees  and  inspectors  of  these  elections  being 
required  by  law  to  hold  the  elections  upon  a  par- 
ticular day  during  the  month  of  November,  can- 
not hold  It  upon  any  other.  This  bill  changes 
the  day,  and  the  inspectors  and  Judges  have  no 
power  to  hold  the  election  upon  a  different  day 
from  that  upon  which  they  hold  it  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  Legislature,  without  the  special  au- 
thority of  the  Legislature.  They  have  no  other 
authority;  and  if  the  day  upon  which  they  are 
authorized  to  bold  the  election  be  altered,  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  State  must  be  assembled  for  the 
purpose  of  having  this  act  carried  into  execution 
—which  he  apprehended  would  be  ihe  case  in  al- 
most every  State  in  the  Union.  For  thatreasoni 
he  could  not  vote  for  the  bill  unless  the  amend- 
ment be  adopted . 

Mr.  DAYTON  concurred  entirely  in  the  sug- 
gestions of  the  Senator  from  Delaware,  [Mr. 
Clattoh.I  They  labored  under  the  same  diffi- 
culties in  the  Stdte  of  New  Jersey;  and  underan 
additional  difficulty  if  this  bill  should  be  made  to 
Apply  to  the  approaching  election.  The  people 
would  be  called  to  the  polls  almost  every  we«k 
between  this  and  next  fall.  They  would  be  called 
there  under  a  law  to  elect  a  body  of  men  to  revise 
the  State  constitution.  They  then  had  the  fall 
Stale  election,  which  must  be  decided.  They  then 
had  the  presidential  election,  which  must  tie  sub- 
mitted to  them.  The  passage  of  this  bill  would 
make  at  least  four  diflerent  elections  to  take  place 
next  fall  in  New  Jersey.  It  was  from  no  hostil- 
ity to  the  objects  of  the  bill,  but  on  account  of 
the  inconvenience  which  would  result  to  the  in- 
habitants of  the  State,  that  he  opposed  it. 

Mr.  FOSTER  rose  for  information.  He  asked 
the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Judiciary  Commit- 
tee, [Mr.  Berrien,]  who,  he  had  no  doubt,  thor- 
oughly investigated  this  subject,  and  who  was  so 
well  calculated  to  throw  light  upon  it  in  all  its 
particulars,  whether  the  passage  of  this  bill  by 
Congress  did  not  ipso  facto  repeal  all  the  acta  of 
the  Legislatures  of  the  States  in  relation  to  the 
time  of  holding  elections;  and  whether  it  did  not 
fix,  at  once,  the  day  of  the  elections,  without  any 
further  action  by  the  Legislatures  of  the  Stales.' 
If  it  did,  all  difficulty  seemed  at  an  end,  and  he 
would  not  object  to  the  bill  without  the  nmcnil- 
ment  to  postpone  its  operation  until  aflerthe  next 
presidential  election;  if  it  did  not,  he  would  vote 
for  the  amendment.  He  would  vote  for  it  because, 
if  it  did  not  repeal  all  former  acts  of  the  Legisla- 
tures of  the  States,  the  General  Assembly  of  Ten- 
nessee would  hove  to  be  convened,  and  that  could 
not  be  done  under  an  expense  of  fifteen  or  twenty 
thousand  dollars.  He  was  not  willing  that  his 
State  should  be  put  to  such  an  expense;  and, 
under  this  state  of  the  case,  he  would  vole  for  the 
amendment  to  postpone  this  law  until  after  the 
next  presidential  election. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  said  that,  although  the  decision 
of  the  other  branch  of  the  national  Legislature 
contests  the  supremacy  of  the  State  laws  in  rela- 
tion to  elections,  notwithstanding  the  passage  of 
an  act  of  Congress  making  a  different  provision, 
vet  he  held  now,  in  relation  to  this  case,  as  he 
held  when  a  similar  matter  was  under  discussion 
before,  that,  in  relation  to  this  question,  the  au- 
thority of  this  Qovurnmcnt  was  supreme;  and, 
consequently,  the  passage  of  this  bill  in  the  form 
.in  which  it  came  from  the  House  would  have  the 
effect  of  repealing  all  the  State  laws  which  con- 
flicted with  the  time  appointed  under  this  law. 
It  fixed  a  day  of  election;  and  consequently  re- 
pealed all  Slate  laws  fixing  any  other  day. 

But  the  State  laws  gave  to  certain  officers  under 
the  State  governments  authority  to  proceed  to 
these  elections  on  a  certain  day,  and  in  the  manner 
these  laws  prescribed.  Then  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  comes  in  and  prescribes  another 
•day  for  the  election.  These  State  laws  are  no 
longer  applicable;  their  authority  does  not  exist 
after  the  passage  of  the  law  of  Congress.    It  would 


necessarily  be  the  duty  of  the  States  to  conform 
their  legislation  to  this  new  state  of  things,  which 
would  be  required  by  the  passage  of  this  act;  and 
the  single  inquiry  was,  whether  the  evils  which 
it  was  the  object  of  the  bill  to  prevent,  and  which 
all  were  most  anxious  to  avoid — ^whether  these 
evils  did  exist  to  that  extent  which  would  justify 
Congress  in  the  passa^  of  a  law  requiring  the 
assemblage  of  the  dif^rent  State  Legislatures. 
From  the  representations  made  to  the  committee, 
they  were  induced  to  believe  it  would  be  attended 
with  great  inconvenience;  and,  under  the  influ- 
ence of  this  consideration,  the  committee  had  sug- 
gested, for  the  reflection  of  the  Senate,  whether, 
however  desirable  the  passage  of  this  bill  might 
be,  it  would  not  be  better  to  suspend  its  operation 
until  the  State  Legislatures,  in  their  ordinary  as- 
sembling, would  make  provisions  to  conform  to 
this  law. 

Mr.  FOSTER  simply  rose  to  say  that  the  ex- 
position made  by  the  honorable  chairman  [Mr. 
Berrien]  waspecullarly  satisfactory  to  his  mind; 
and,  he  could  not  help  thinking,  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  every  Senator  on  the  floor.  It  had  not 
occurred  to  him  that  any  instrumentality  was 
necessary  on  the  part  of  the  Legislatures  of  the 
several  States  to  carry  out  this  mw;  but  the  law 
showed  that  it  was  necessary.  It  made  no  pro- 
vision in  regard  to  the  manner  of  carrying  on  this 
election.  1 1  made  none  of  those  provisions  which 
were  absolutely  necessary  in  all  popular  elections. 
It  simply  specified  the  time,  ana  consequently 
required  that  the  Legislatures  should  convene  to 
determine  upon  the  manner.  He  wished  it  to  be 
distinctly  understood,  now  und  hereaAer,  that  he 
was  in  favor  of  this  law — that  he  had  always 
been  in  favor  of  it.  He  would  vote  for  it  now, 
if  he  could;  and  he  would  vote  for  it  should  it 
assume  the  shape  which  he  desired  it  should 
assume,  and  which  he  had  no  doubt  it  would 
assume.  He  did  not  rise  to  oppose  it,  but  to  say 
that  he  opposed  it  without  the  amendment;  and 
he  desired  to  vote  for  the  amendment  postponing 
its  operation,  because  he  did  not  think  it  proper, 
wise,  or  just,  to  put  his  constituents  to  the  ex- 
pense of  fifteen  or  twenty  dollars  in  order  to  carry 
out  the  objects  of  this  law.  When  it  came  be- 
fore the  Senate  in  a  proper  shape,  he  would  vote 
for  it. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  he  believed  that  if  there 
were  a  single  question  on  which  the  people  of  the 
United  States  approached  unanimity,  it  was,  that 
the  election  of  electors  should  be  held  on  the  same 
day  throughout  the  Union.  The  prevailing  im- 
pression cveryv/here  was,  that  great  frauds  had 
oeen  practiced  in  the  presidentinlclection  of  1840, 
for  want  of  such  a  provision  as  that  now  pro- 
posed. What,  then,  was  the  only  objection 
which  had  been  urged  against  the  passage  of  this 
law?  It  was  this:  that,  if  it  passed,  it  would  be 
necessary  to  convene  all  the  Stale  Legislatures  in 
the  Union  between  this  and  November,  for  the 
purpose  of  making  the  laws  of  the  respective 
States  conform  to  the  proposed  change.  Now, 
if  he  entertained  any  such  apprehensions,  he 
would  vote  against  the  bill;  but  as  he  was  very 
clear  that  no  such  consequence  would  follow,  he 
would  cheerfully  give  his  support  to  the  measure. 

What  was  the  language  of  the  Constitution .' 
"  The  Congress  may  determine  the  time  of  choos- 
ing the  electors,  ana  the  day  on  which  they  shall 
give  their  votes;  which  day  shidl  be  the  same 
throughout  the  United  States."  The  time,  and 
the  time  alone,  tlien;  was  under  the  control  of 
Congress.  They  could  fix  the  day  on  which  the 
election  should  be  held  throughout  the  United 
States;  but  they  could  do  no  more.  He  should 
be  glad  to  know,  then,  from  any  Senator,  what 
necessity  there  would  be  for  convening  the  State 
Legislatures,  merely  for  the  purpose  of  declaring 
that  the  day  of  election  appointed  by  Congress 
should  be  the  day  of  election  throughout  the  sev- 
eral States.  This  would  be  a  work  of  entire 
supererogation.  Congresshad  theexpress power, 
under  the  Constitution,  to  fix  the  day;  and  if  we 
exercised  this  power,  our  law  would  have  the 
same  binding  effect  as  if  every  Legislature  in  the 
Union  had  sep.iratcly  designated  the  same  day. 
In  fact,  it  would  change  every  Slate  law  to  this 
extent,  and  in  this  particular;  and  the  officers  ap- 
pointed by  the  State  laws  to  hold  the  electoral 
elections  would  meet  and  hold  the  election  on  the 
day  appointed  by  Congress,  instead  of  that  pre- 
viotuly  designated  by  the  State  Legislatures.    It 


would  make  no  other  change  in  these  taws;  but 
would  leave  them  in  full  force  in  all  other  par- 
ticulars. It  appeared  to  him  that  it  would  be  a 
most  absurd  cause  for  convening  the  State  Legis- 
latures— that  of  ratifying  an  act  of  Congress, 
merely  changing  the  day  of  holding  the  electoral 
elections. 

The  present  was  not  at  all  like  the  case  which 
had  occurred  in  1843.  Con^ssthen  had  passed 
a  mandatory  act  requiring  the  Slate  Legislatures 
to  change  their  laws  in  regard  to  the  election  of 
Representatives  in  Congress.  But  this  was  no 
mandatory  act.  It  was  perfect  and  complete  in 
itself,  requiring  no  State  Legislature  to  pass  any 
law  to  carry  it  into  execution.  Our  power  over 
the  presidential  election  was  confined  to  the  mere 
point  of  fixing  the  time  when  it  should  be  held; 
and  when  we  exercised'  this  power,  it  ipso  facto 
changed  every  conflicting  State  law,  and  created 
that  entire  uniformity  which  was  intended  by  the 
Constitution. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  said  the  argument  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Pennsylvania  would  be  very  correct, 
but  that  the  officers  who  held  the  elections  in  the 
several  States  were  not  officers  of  the  United 
States.  There  was  no  question  as  to  the  power 
of  Congress  to  alter  and  fix  the  time  just  as  it  saw 
fit;  bulitdid  not  follow  necessarily  that,  when  the 
laws  of  a  State  had  authorized  certain  officers  cf 
that  State  (not  of  theGeneral  Government)  to  holl 
elections  on  a  particular  day.  Congress  can  give 
any  authority  to  those  persons  to  hold  the  elet.- 
tions  at  a  different  time.  Were  they  officers  of 
the  United  Slates,  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania 
would  be  perfectly  correct;  because,  altering  the 
day  by  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  these 
officers  would  be  obliged  to  comply;  but  where 
the  laws  of  the  United  States  fix  the  time  of  the 
election  upon  a  different  day,  as  i:  is  fixed  in  this 
bill,  what  authority  do  theyg'vean  officer  acting 
under  the  State  government?  Did  they  compel 
him  to  hold  the  election  upon  that  day .'  These 
officers  were  not  officers  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States;  they  were  officers  of  the  different 
States  of  this  Union ;  and  the  laws  of  those  States 
had  outhorized  them  to  hold  the  election  upon  a 

Particular  day;  but  the  Congress  of  the  United 
tales  say  the  election  shall  not  be  held  upon  that 
day,  but  upon  a  different  day. 

Mr.  MILLER  said  he  had  another  objection 
to  the  bill,  so  far  as  it  regarded  the  State  of  New 
Jersey.  By  the  law  of  that  Slate,  the  congres- 
sional election  and  Slate  elections  take  place  the 
same  day;  and  the  polls  are  authorized  to  beheld 
open  for  two  days.  They  also  fix  the  time  when 
the  returns  shall  be  made.  If  this  bill  was  passed 
into  a  law  to  operate  on  the  coming  election,  the 
Legislature  of  that  State  would  have  to  be  called 
together  to  fix  the  time  for  opening  and  closing 
the  polls..  If  this  law  was  made  to  qpcrate  on 
the  coming  election,  it  might  turn  out  with  it  as 
it  had  with  another  law — 'by  some  of  the  States 
refusing  to  act  under  it,  and  thus  to  nullify  it. 

Mr.  HENDERSON  made  some  remarks  upon 
the  constitutional  rights  of  Congress  to  pass  such 
a  law,  which  were  not  heard  sufficiently  distinct 
to  be  reported. 

Mr.  BARROW  said  he  voted  to  take  up  the 
bill,  because  the  Senate,  he  thought,  were  pre- 
pared to  vote  upon  it;  and  having  by  his  vote 
brought  it  before  the  Senate,  he  would  attempt, 
by  his  motion,  to  lay  it  on  the  table.  He  made 
that  motion. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered,  and  taken;  and  the  bill  was 
laid  on  the  table — yeas,  36,  nays  35;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Ar<-ber,  Barrow,  Bates,  Baynrd,  Berrien, 
Choate,  Clayton,  Critiendcn,  Dnylon,  Evans,  Foster,  Fran- 
cis, HunUnglon,  Joniogln,  Johnson,  Manguin,  Merrirk, 
Miller,  MoreliCBtl,  Pearce,  Phelps,  Porter,  tjiaiinons,  Up- 
bam.  VVhlic,  and  Woodbridjc— 36. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Ateliiaon,  Alhcrton,  Dagby,  Ben- 
Inn,  Brepse,  Buchanan,  Colquitt,  Fairfield,  Fulton,  Han- 
nenn,  Haywood,  Henderson,  lla|;er,  Lewis,  McOuffle, 
Nlles,  Scmple,  Sevier,  Sturgeon,  Tatlniadgc,  Tappan,  Wal- 
ker, Woodbury,  and  Wriglil— 3j. 

NATAL  PENSIONS. 

Mr.  EVANS  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  making 
appropriation  for  naval  pensions  for  the  year  end- 
ing 30th  June,  1845. 

Mr.  McDUPFIE  again  expressed  a  wish  that 
the  annexation  bill  would  be  taken  up,  to  afford 
him  an  opportunity  to  reply  to  the  remarks  of  the 
Senator  from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Benton.] 

Mr.  EVANS  said  tliat,  after  the  appropriation 
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bills  were  disposed  of,  he  would  interpose  no 
objoctinn  lo  taking  that  bill  up. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  payment 
of  naval  pensions  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  30th 
June,  1845,  was  taken  up  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  the.  bill  was 
amended  by  appropriating  $10,000. for  the  pay- 
ment of  pen.sion3  to  the  widows  and  orphans  of 
those  officers,  seamen,  and  marines  who  were  lost 
on  board  the  United  States  ves-scls  Grampus  and 
Sea  Gull,  in  compliance  with  titc  act  passed  the 
present  session  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  called  the  attention  of  the 
Senate  to  one  provision  of  this  bill,  which  was  a 
new  one,  making  appropriation  for  privateer  pen- 
sions. 

Mr.  EVANS  said,  in  the  committee,  there  was 
at  first  some  hesitation  as  to  the  continuation  of 
that  provision  in  the  bill.  The  privateer  pension 
fund  was  created  by  contributions  of  persons  on 
private  armed  ships  during  the  last  war, andorigin- 
nlly  designed  for  the  benefit  of  those  wounded  in 
the  privateer  service.  The  sum  amounted  to  two 
or  three  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  was  suf- 
ficient for  all  the  general  purposes  of  the  fund. 
After  a  year  or  two.  Congress  passed  two  laws 
paying  pensions  to  the  widows  whose  husbands 
were  killed  in  the  privateer  service.  This  ex- 
hausted a  large  portion  of  the  fund,  although  it 
was  large  enough  to  meet  the  demands  on  it.  After 
a  few  years  more.  Congress  passed  another  law 
granting  pensions  to  the  widows  of  those  who 
iied  of  wounds  received  in  this  .service;  the  con- 
sequence of  which  was  to  destroy  the  privateer 
fund.  The  fund  for  the  invalids  thus  originally 
entitled,  and  whom  it  was  large  enough  to  sup- 
port, having  been  used  up.  Congress  inserted  an 
appropriation  fur  their  support,  on  the  ground 
that  the  fund  was^eceived  and  pledged  to  invalids 
of  the  privateer  service,  and  regarding  the  funds 
as  having  been  contributed  by  themselves.  Con- 
gress having  destroyed  the  fund,  it  was  nothing 
more  than  right  than  an  appropriation  should  be 
made  merely  to  pay  the  invalids, and  not  the  wid- 
ows, who  were  not  entitled. 

Mr.  WOODbURY  said  he  wns  not  opposed  to 
the  provision  in  the  bill;  and  hi^  did  not  rise  for 
the  purpose  of  striking  it  out.  Even  the  widows 
of  those  men  who  died  of  wounds  received  in  that 
service  had  some  claim  upon  the  country;  for  they 
died  of  wounds  received  (though  in  private  armed 
vessels)  in  sustaining  the  honor  of  the  country. 
He  did  not  wish,  howevcr,*that  the  Senate  should 
act  in  the  dark. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  moved  to  strike  out  the  pro- 
vision in  the  bill,  under  the  impression  that  it  was 
to  pay  pensions  to  widows  of  those  who  died  of 
wounds  received  in  this  service,  for  whom  the 
fund  was  not  originally  designed;  but  having  been 
informett  by  the  chairman  <jf  the  Fiitance  Com- 
mittee [Mr.  Evans]  that  the  appropriation  was 
lo  pay  pensions  lo  invalids,  for  whom  the  fund 
was  created,  he  withdrew  the  motion. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate;  and 
the  amendments  being  concurred  in,  the  bill  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

NAVAL  APPROPEIATION  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  ihe  Senate  took  up 
for  consideration,' as  in  Comniitteeof  the  Whole, 
the  bill  making  appropriation  for  support  of  the 
naval  service  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  30th  June, 
1845. 

Mr.  E.  said  the  Finan-^e  Committee  reported 
no  amendments  to  the  bill.  The  appropriations 
were  somewhat  reduced  from  the  estimates.  He 
proposed  thefollowing,  however, asan additional 
section  to  the  bill;  which  was  adopted: 

Jlndbe  it  further  enacted,  Tliat  the  Secretary  of  tlie  Navy 
be  empowered  to  reiinquifili  iiiid  |Niy<il)  reacrvalioiin  ofttiu 
ten  per  cent,  upon  dehverleti  umde  under  euntraclK  with 
the  Navy  Dep-irtiueiit,  wlicre  tiieye  reeervations  have 
arisen,  and  ttie  contraeta  been  nfterwnrd!*  extended  ;  or 
where  the  contraeM  liave  been  eoniplclt-d  after  the  time  of 
delivery  by  and  Willi  the  con!<i;nl  oftln;  lli-parlinenl,  or  in  nil 
cases  wliere  the  ronlract*  have  been  dissulvetl  by  the  like 
coiiijcnt,  or  been  put  an  end  to,  or  an  extension  whereof 
liccii  prevented  Uy  opi-rntion  of  laiv,  wiiere  no  injury  tins 
been  »U!lnlni'd  by  the  publie  service:  Proeidei,  'J'hattliis 
section  slinll  not  extend  or  apply  to  any  ease  where  the 
reservation  shall  have  been  made  on  contracts  which  have 
expired  more  Uian  live  years  before  the  U\,  day  of  January 
last. 

Mr.  BAYARD  said  he  had  several  amendments 
to  propose  on  behalf  of  the  Committee  on  Naval 
AfTuirs.     He  would  remark  that  the  bill  reduces 


very  materially  the  estimate  laid  before  Congress 
at  the  beginning  of  the  session.  It  was  not  the 
purpose  of  the  committee  to  enlarge  the  expend- 
itures in  any  general  sense,  or  to  make  the  num- 
ber of  persons  greater  than  at  present  belonging 
to  the  service.  The  amendments  were  confined 
rather  to  the  improvement  of  the  bill  in  some  of 
its  features.  The  first  amendment  he  was  in- 
structed to  submit  was  in  the  eighteenth  and  nine- 
teenth lines  of  page  2.  As  it  now  stands,  it  pro- 
vides that  the  money  appropriated  shall  not  be 
applied  to  the  payment  ol  any  officer  of  any  grade 
in  the  Navy  beyond  the  number  in  the  respective 
grades  that  were  in  the  service  on  the  Isl  of  Jan- 
uary, 1842.  The  effect  of  that  provision,  as  it 
now  stood,  would  be  lo  deprive  of  pay  those  offi- 
cers who  entered  the  service  between  the  1st  of 
January,  1842,  and  the  4th  of  August  of  that  year, 
when  the  act  passed  restraining  the  number  of 
each  grade.  The  effect  would  be  to  exclude  the 
whole  corps  of  engineers  who  were  permanerlly 
authorized  by  the  act  of  31st  August,  1842.  In 
order  to  make  the  bill  conform,  therefore,  to  ex- 
isting law,  it  was  necessary  to  strike  out  the  words 
"  in  the  respective  grades  that  were  in  the  ser- 
vice on  the  1st  day  of  January,  1842, "  and  to 
insert  the  words,  "allowed  by  law  in  the  re- 
spective grades  on  the  1st  day  of  September, 
1842." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  B.,  the  bill  was  further 
amended  by  adding,  after  the  clause  appropriating 
^23,200  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  hydrograph- 
ical  office,  the  following: 

Forcrading  and  enclosiiij;  University  square,  in  the  city 
of  \Vai^Iiiiigloti,and  building  a  linuse  for  the  superintendent, 
of  tlic  depot  of  etiarts  and  iiistruinenls,  §20,000. 

Mr.  B.  moved  to  strike  out  the  word  "  disrated  " 
at  the  end  of  the  proviso,  "  that  all  persons  who 
may  have  been  appointed  as  masters'  mates  since 
the  4lh  of  August,  1842,  and  who  were  not,  at 
the  timeof  their  appointment,  able  seamen  of  the 
first  class,  shall  be  forthwith  disrated,"  and  to 
insert  the  following: 

Discharged,  except  such  as  shall  have  aeuially  Kone  to 
sea  ;  and  those  at  sea  shall  be  dischar;;cd  and  sent  back  in 
the  first  national  sliip  relurninji  to  the  United  Slates,  and 
paid  lo  the  period  of  iheir  rcluin  ;  and  in  case  no  opportu- 
nity for  returning  sliall  be  presented  before  Uie  expiration 
of  the  cruise  of  the  ship  lo  which  they  arc  allnchi'd.  then 
itiey  shall  be  discharged  on  the  return  of  such  ship,  and 
paid  to  tliat  time. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  above;  and  it 
was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BAYARD,  the  bill  was 
amended  by  adding  at  the  end  of  the  clause  ap- 
propriating $38,618  for  improvements  and  repairs 
at  tlie  navy-yard,  Brooklyn,  the  following: 

And  tiic  unexpended  balance  of  the  appropriation  for  tlie 
said  navy-yard  i)f  ^l*J9,l0fl,  ni.idc  by  the  act  entillcd  "  An 
act  milking  appropriations  for  the  naval  service  for  the  year 
IM'J."  approved  on  the  -tlh  day  of  August,  in  the  year  184*2, 
shall  be  expended  under  the  dtreetlon  of  the  Secretary  of 
iJie  Navy,  in  a  continuance  of  the  w.ork  already  commencd 
at  ttie  said  navy-yard,  for  the  construction  of  a  stone  dry- 
dock  at  that  place.  And  the  said  dry-dock  shall  be  eoii- 
structed  according  lo  the  plan  and  estimates  heretofore 
made  under  the  directions  of  the  Depaninent,  and  in  con- 
formity to  which  the  work  was  commenced,  sutiject  to 
such  alterations  as  experience  may  have  shown  to  be  neces- 
sary, or  as  the  said  Secretary  may  thiiik  beneficial  to  Itie 
work,  without  an  Increase  of  tile  aggregate  cost  of  the  dock. 

Mr.  B.  moved  further  to  amend  the  bill  by 
adding,  at  the  end  of  the  clause  appropriating 
$16,337  for  improvements  at  the  navy-yard,  Pen- 
sacola,  the  following: 

F'or  the  examination  of  the  navy-yard  and  bottom  of  the 
harborofPcnsaeola.forlhe  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether 
a  dry-dnck  can  be  constructed,  and  at  what  cost  ;  and 
wtietiier  a  dry-dock  or  a  ftoafinit  duck,  with  or  without  a 
ba^in  and  railways,  would  lie  most  suitable  for  tlint  place  ; 
and  tlie  Secretary  of  tlie  Navy  i^  hereby  directed  lo  appoint 
a  competent  board  of  ottiecrs  and  engineers  to  examine  and 
re[)ort  to  Congress,  at  its  nexl  session,  the  relative  proper- 
ties and  advantages  of  a  dry-df>ck,  and  of  the  ditferent 
kinds  of  floating  docks,  with  or  without  a  basin  and 'rail- 
ways, g.'i.OOO. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  was  understood  to  inquire 
whether  there  was  not  an  impropriety  in  confin- 
ing the  examination  to  one  point,  with  the  view 
of  constructing  the  dock  there  ? 

Mr.  BAYARD  said  it  was  admitted  on  all  hands 
that  one  of  the  most  inif>ortant  naval  stations  in 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico  was  Pensacola,  which  was  so 
much  needed  for  the  protection  of  our  shipping 
there.  By  this  proposition  it  was  intended  that 
the  harbor  there  shall  be  examined  by  boring  to 
knowwhat  was  the  nature  ofthe  soil, and  to  know 
whether  a  dry-dock  could  be  constructed  there. 


It  only  provides  that  the  examination  shall  b« 
made,  but  not  that  a  dry-dock  shall  be  constructed 
there.  Doubts  existed  whether  it  would  be  best 
to  have  a  permanent  or  a  floating  dock.  The 
amendment  appropriates  tli«  sum  of  $5,000  only, 
for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  expenses  of  this 
scientific  mode  of  examination,  that  this  questioa 
might  be  finallv  settled. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  said  this  was  going  to  work 
the  right  way.  He  was  perfectly  willing  that 
there  should  oc  a  dock  there,  if,  after  examina- 
tion, it  was  found  to  be  a  good  place  for  that  pur- 
pose. At  the  same  time,  he  was  satisfied  that  a 
similar  examination  should  be  made  of  other 
yards.  In  order  that  it  might  be  done,  he  would 
move  to  amend  the  proposed  amendment  by  add- 
ing the  following: 

.\nd  that  a  similar  examination  l>e  made  at  the  nary, 
yard  near  Ponsmoulh,  New  Hampshire,  and  a  report  madff 
on  the  expediency  of  making  a  dry -dock  there. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  having  been 
agreed  lo,  the  amendment,  as  amended,  was 
adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BAYARD,  the  clause  appro- 
priating $43,635  for  clothing  of  the  Marine  Corps 
was  amended  by  adding  the  following: 

And  the  President  ofthe  United  States  is  hereby  astkor- 
Ized  to  fiirecl  the  transfer  of  any  unexpended  baUacc  vt 
appropriation  heretofore  made  tor  tlie  pay  or  tHibsistenee  of 
tile  Marine  Corps  lo  the  head  of  clotlling  for  the  MailDS 
Corps. 

Mr.  BAYARD  moved  tcTstrike  out  the  fourth 
and  fifth  sections,  as  follows: 

"  Sec.  4.  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That  no  spirit  ra- 
tions are  herealter  to  be  furnished  ;  and  the  Secxcury  of 
tlie  Navy  Is  hereby  authorised  lo  make  provlaioB  for  Ike 
payment  of  persons  employed  in  Uie  naval  serrle*  of  aa 
equivalent  in  money. 

"Sec.  5.  .Ind  lie  it  further  enacted.  Thai  all  cnfyoral 

Runisbmenl  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  abolished  ia  the 
favy  of  the  United  Suites;  and  all  laws  autborlsing  tJbe 
corporal  punishment  of  any  sailor,  marine,  or  other  person, 
In  the  naval  service  ofthe  United  Stales,  be,  and  tbc  eaoM 
arc  hereby,  repealed." 

A  division  ofthe  question  was  called  for. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  said  it  was  evident  that  there 
was  no  worse  nuisance  in  the  service  than  spirits 
as  a  part  of  the  ration.  It  was  not  wanted  as  a 
part  ofthe  ration  for  the  sailor,  or  anybody  else. 
It  was  no  benefit  to  them,  but  rather  injuriooc. 
As  to  the  other  section  of  the  bill — for  the  abol- 
ishment of  stripes  in  the  Navy — he  would  only 
say  that  he  was  opposed  to  the  inflicting  of  stripes, 
to  the  extent,  at  least,  lo  which  it  was  now  per- 
mitted. He  would  prefer  abolishing  it  altogether. 
As  the  law  now  stands,  any  commander  may  in- 
flict twelve  stripes  without  any  court-martial.  He 
was  opposed  to  such  a  law.  It  appeared  lo  hiin 
that  a  prudent  commander  could  get  along  with- 
out inflicting  any  stripes. 

-  Mr.  CRITTENDEN  said  he  was  for  retainin; 
the  spirit  ration  to  sailors;  they  had  had  it  from 
time  immemorial;  and  it  was  thought  to  be  neces- 
sary, from  the  exposure  incident  to  llieir  life. 

Mr.  BAYARD  said  an  act  of  Congress  passed 
in  1842,  which  regulated  this  matter.  There  was 
no  necessity  for  liieir  taking  spirit  as  a  part  of  the 
ration.  By  thcexi8tinglaw,if  they  donoichoose 
to  take  it,  they  need  not  do  so.  There  was  no 
officer  who  did  not  favor  this  particular  nature 
of  reform — that  is,  of  permitting  a  choice  lo  the 
sailors  of  taking  spirits  or  not,  at  will. 

Mr.  WALKER  concurred- with  the  Senator 
from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Tappa^,]  in  his  opinion  that  tlie 
spirit  ration  was  a  nuisance,  and  that  it  was  not 
beneficial  to  any  person.  He  did  not  see  where 
itwasmaden  partof  the  regulation  inany  service 
that  spirit  should  be  a  pari  ofthe  ration.  It  was 
unnecessary,  and  was  calculated  to  do  barm  rather 
than  good — to  eneender  bad  habits. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  was  understood  lo  taj  that, 
if  they  were  prevented  from  giving  the  spirit  on 
great  and  exciting  occasions,  they  might  as  well 
abolish  the  Navy.  He  was  opposed  lo  giving  it, 
however,  as  a  part  ofthe  ration. 

Mr.  BAYARD  said  it  was  a  rule  now,  that  no 
commander,  officer,  or  midshipman,  or  any  per- 
son under  twenty-one  years  of  age,  was  entitUi 
to  the  spirit  ration.  So  there  was  no  danger  ef 
the  apprentices  receiving  the  spirit.s.  Thoa«  en- 
titled to  it  are  permitted  to  relinquish  the  spirit 
ration  if  they  pleased,  and  to  get  its  eqoivaleqt  la 
money.  If  the  sailor  does  not  want  it,  he  need 
not  take  it;  if  he  does  want  it,  he  should  have  lu 

Mr.  SEVIER  said  he  was  opposed  to  cutlicg 
off  the  grog  of  old  Jack. 


The  quciition  being  first  on  striking  out  the  sec- 
tion of  tlie  bill  abolisliing  the  spirit  ration, 

Mr.  TAPPAN  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered ;  and  being 
taken,  the  section  was  stricken  out — yeas  36, 
nays  14;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Metisrs.  Allen,  Archer,  AtchtMm,  Bngby,  Barrnw, 
Dayard,  Brrrteii,  Drrn;«e,  Duclianan,  Claymn,  <^olquUt, 
Crlttcndt'li,  Kvniii<,  It'iniiogiMi,  Hnywond,  Huger,  Jolmvin, 
LewU,  AfeUiiflit',  Mnitgimi,  Merrick,  Morcliead,  Pearce, 
Beniplt^,  8eviiT,  mid  Sturgeon — ^96. 

NAyS— Mrssni.  Alhcriiiii,  Deiiinn,  Choate,  Falrfleld, 
Franci!*,  Fulton,  IluntinstiMi,  Porter.  Tnpp.iii.  Uphaiii, 
Wolkea,  VVUitc,  VVooJIiridsc,  and  VVoodbuiy— 14. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  striking  out 
the  fifth  section  abolishing  corporal  punishment 
in  the  Navy,  and  agreed  to.    - 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BAYARD,  the  bill  was  fur- 
ther amended  by  adding  the  following  as  an  ad- 
ditional section: 

Be  it  further  enacted.  That  no  person  shall  be  employed 
or  continued  abroarl,  to  receive  and  pay  money  for  the  ihc 

or  the  nnviil  service  on  foreign  slaliun^,  whether  under 
conlraet  or  ollierwlse,  nr  to  perfonu  llie  dilUes  Uaunlly  per- 
formed by  Navy  nKen[!<,  wltn  lia»  not  been,  nrsliall  not  be, 
appointed  by  anil  u'itli  the  advice  and  consent  of  tire  Sen- 
ate :  Provided.  That  tliU  shall  not  apply  tu  the  disburse- 
ment of  any  sum  now  in  tlic  hands  M'  any  persons  here- 
tofore employed  forjfuch  purpose. 

Mr.  BAYARD  moved  further  to  amend  the 
bill  by  adding  the  following  as  an  additional  sec- 
tion: 

Skc.  — .  lAnd  he  it  further  enacted.  That  tlie  nccountinx 
61Bcers  of  the  Trea^ury  be,  and  Ihey  arc  hereby,  authorized 
and  directed,  In  the  seltlcmenl  of  the  accounts  of  Com- 
mander Charles  Wilkes  and  iileulenant  Cadwolader  lilng- 
gold,  as  oflleers  attached  to  the  late  surveying  and  exploring 
expedition  to  tlie  Pacific  ocean  and  tbe  South  Seo.^,  who 
were  employed  in  scientific  duties,  to  allow  and  credit 
Commander  Wilkes  with  extra  pay,  at  the  rite  of  $9,000 
per  annum,  and  to  allow  and  credit  Lieutenant  Cadwal- 
ader  Ringgold  wiUi  extra  |)ay,  at  the  rate  of  $1,000  per 
annum. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  had  nletterof  Secretary  Pauld- 
ing read,  showing  that  extra  pay  was  promised 
the  officers  of  the  exploring  expedition. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  inquii-cd  whether  the  sum 
proposed  by  this  amendment  accorded  with  the 
sum  paid  those  employed  in  the  coast  survey. 

Mr.  BAYARD  said  the  ofSccrs  were  compelled 
to  perform  the  duties  pertaining  to  the  scientific 
corps.  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  addressed  a 
letter  to  those  ofiicers,  in  which,  for  the  perform- 
ance of  such  duties,  they  were  promisea  pay  at 
the  same  rate  as  those  engaged  in  the  coast  sur- 
vey. Theaccounting  officers  were  notaulhorized 
to  make  the  allowance;  but  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress  authority  was  given  to  allow  the  same 
compensation  which  was  allowed  those  engaged 
in  the  coast  survey.  That  authority  would  only 
have  the  cflect  of  putting  those  officers  on  a  foni- 
ing  with  others  connected  with  the  expedition, 
when  they  should  be  paid  as  supcrintendenu; 
that  is,  that  Captain  Wilkes,  who  was  the  head 
and  soul  of  the  expedition,  would  not  receive,  by 
that  law,  the  same  pay  as  the  chief  of  the  coast 
survey,  but  as  an  officer  only  equal  in  rank  with 
those  belonging  to  that  survey.  In  order  to  avoid 
any  ambiguity,  and  to  avoid  the  payment  of  any 
increased  expenses  growing  out  of  extra  charges 
induced  in  relation  to  the  particular  service,  the 
commitu.e  thought  it  was  better  to  fix  the  extra 
pay  of  Captain  Wilkes  as  commander-in-chief  of 
the  exploring  expedition,  and  to  put  him  on  a 
footing  with  the  Superintendent  of  tbe  Coast  Sur- 
vey, at  f2,000,  and  the  pay  of  Lieutenant  Ring- 
gold, as  commander  of  one  of  the  vessels  in  that 
cxpcdilion,  at  91,000. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  inquired  what  a  post  cap- 
tain received  abroad  as  commander. 

Mr.  BAYARD  said  $4,000. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  made  some  further  remarks 
not  distinctly  heard. 

Mr.  BAYARD  said  Captain  Wilkes  was  se- 
lected because  he  possessed  the  scientific  attain- 
ments so  peculiarly  necessary  to  such  an  expedi- 
tion. There  was  no  sort  of  analogy  between  these 
two  species  of  command;  that  is,  a  post  captain 
abroM ,  and  a  post  captain  as  commander  of  a  sci- 
entific expedition,  where  it  was  necessary  for  him 
to  be  possessed  of  scientific  knowledge,  independ- 
ent 01  that  scientific  knowledge  pertaining  to  the 
duties  of  a  naval  officer.  He  was  compensated  as 
a  naval  officer  for  the  performance  of  his  duties 
as  naval  officer,  but  not  for  those  scientific  duties 
which  he  had  to  perform. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  remarked  that  the  pay  of 


Captain  Wilkes,  according  to  this  amendment, 
would  be  $6,000  whilst  on  that  expedition. 

The  proposition  was  debatid  nt  great  length. 
Messrs.  BREESE,  BUCHANAN,  WOODBU- 
RY, SEVIER,  ALLEN,  WHITE,  and  SEM- 
PLE, opposed  iheoiTiendment;and  Messrs.  BAY- 
ARD, TAPPAN,  CRITTENDEN,  BENTON, 
and  WOODBRiDGE,  advocated  its  adoption. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment 
by  yeas  and  nays;  and  it  was  adopted — yeas  29, 
nays  15;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Archer,  Bngby,  Bates,  Bayard,  Benton, 
Berrien,  Clioatc,  (rrittenden,  Dayton,  Evans,  Fairfield, 
Francis,  Iluger,  Huntington,  Jarnasln,  Johnson,  Manjtum, 
Merrick,  Mliler,  Fhi-lps,  Porter,  l[llves,SiQiiunns,  Sturgeon, 
Tatlmadge,T»ppan,  Walker,  Woodbridee,and  VVrighl— S9. 

NAYS  —  Messrs.  Allen,  Alherton,  Ureese,  Buchanan, 
Clayton,  Fulton,  Haywood,  Henderson,  Lewis,  McDufllc, 
NUes,  Sempic,  Sevier,  Whiu,  and  Woodbnr)— IS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BAYARD,  the  bill  was  fur- 
ther amended  by  adding  the  following: 

That  tiio  sum  of  ^.WjOOO  be,  ond  the  some  is  hereby,  ap" 
propriated  for  Uie  etimmencenient  nf  fortifications  on  tlie 
Florida  reef,  Including  Key  West  and  tbe  Dry  'i'ortugas,  at 
such  |)ositions  as,  in  the  opinion  of  the  President,  may  be 
best  adapted  for  tlie  cnnanand  of  lite  straits  of  Florida,  and 
the  general  defense  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BAYARD,  the  clause  of  the 
bill  appropriating  $16,337  for  improvements  at 
Pcnsacol,^,  Florida,  was  amended,  by  adding  the 
following: 

Anil  the  ftirthersnin  of  $S0,37I,  nhleh,  with  the  nuin  of 
9100,000  heretofore  nppropri  ilcd  for  the  construction  of  a 
floating  dry-dock  at  that  place,  by  the  act  of  .March  3,1843, 
making  together  tiic  sum  of  $150,37 1,  shall  be  expended  In 
the  construction  of  the  following  works,  and  in  the  follow- 
ing proportions,  namely :  For  a  permanent  wharf,  $60,003 ; 
for  a  snip  house,  and  building  slip,  $40,000;  for  a  store 
house,  $%,000 ;  for  a  timber  slied,  ^,U00 :  and  for  n  tem- 
porary wharf,  $10,371 ;  according  to  the  plan  nnd  report 
eoinmunlcatcd  to  tlie  Senate  by  tlie  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
In  compliance  witli  a  resolution  of  the  39th  April,  184-1. 

The  Senate  then  took  a  recess  till  half  past  four 
o'clock. 


AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  Senate  reassembled  nt  half  past  fouro'clock. 

The  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Senate  com- 
munications from  the  War  and  Navy  Depart- 
ments; which  were  oppropriatcly  referred. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  it  was  agreed  that 
when  the  Senate'  adjourns,  it  should  adjourn  to 
meet  at  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

NAVY  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  consideration  of  the  Navy  appropriation 
bill  was  then  resumed  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  DAYTON  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
inserting  an  appropriation  of  $100,000  for  the  Del- 
aware breakwater. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  inquired  if  this  was  not  one 
of  the  items  in  the  bill  which  had  gone  by  the 
board — the  eastern  harbors  bill  vetocaby  the  Pres- 
ident.' He  hoped  it  would  not  be  added  to  this 
bill. 

Mr.  DAYTON  conceived  it  unnecessary  to 
state  the  importance  of  the  work,  for  he  believed 
that  was  universally  conceded.  This  sum  was 
necessary  to  preserve  the  breakwater  from  de- 
struction. True,  it  was  an  item  of  the  defunct 
eastern  harbors  bill;  but  it  was  not  one  of  those 
objected  to  in  the  extraordinary  veto  message  of 
this  extraordinary  Administration;  on  the  con- 
trary, it  was  an  appropriation  duly  appreciated 
by  the  President,  who  rt^retted  that  such  national 
objects  should  be  linked  with  others  which  he 
thought  unconstitutional. 

Mr.  CHOATE  had  an  objection  to  putting  this 
amendment  into  the  present  bill;  not  to  the  object 
itself.  But  if  the  Senate  saw  fit  to  open  the  naval 
appropriation  )>>"  'or  appropriations  to  maintain 
these  national  works,  he  should  feel  himself  con- 
strained to  move  for  an  appropriation  for  Boston 
harbor,  which  was  really  indispensable  to  prevent 
that  harbor  from  being  so  filled  up  as  to  tlireaten 
the  destruction  of  its  navigation. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  rose  for-the  pu^)ose  of  sug- 

festing  that,  in  the  event  of  such  amendments 
eing  admitted  into  the  bill,  he  should  feel  it  to 
be  his  duty  to  move  for  an  appropriation  to  re- 
move the  obstructions  of  the  Savannah  river, 
caused  by  operations  against  the  enemy  in  the 
last  war.  At  the  same  lime,  he  felt  bound  to  say 
that  he  did  not  approve  of  introducing  these 
amendments  into  the  regular  annual  appropriation 
bills  of  the  Executive  Departments. 


Mr.  HUNTINGTON  was  quite  sure  that  if 
these  were  admitted,  many  more,  equally  merito- 
rious, would  be  brought  forward.  He  could  men- 
tion one  himself  peculiarly  calling  for  something 
— New  London.  And  if  ho  thought  the  amend- 
ment now  pending  could  succeed 

Mr.  EVANS.  There  is  not  the  least  danger 
that  it  will  succeed.  Gentlemen  may  make  them- 
selves easy  on  that  point. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  ATCHISON  moved  an  amendment  to  th« 
bill,  the  purport  of  Which  was  not  heard  in  the 
reporter's  gallery. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

No  other  amendments  being  offered,  the  bill 
was  reported  back  to  the  Senate;  theamendmenls 
were  ordered  to  be  engrossed ;  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  read  a  third  time;  and  subsequently,  it  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  the  supplementary 
Navy  appropriation  bill  from  the  House,  entitled 
"  A  bill  making  appropriations  for  certain  objects 
of  expenditure  therein  named, in  the  year  ending 
June  30,  1844,"  was  taken  up  for  consideration 
as  in  Commiltee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  wishing  ft>  record  his  vole 
against  this  extraordinary  and  unconstitutional 
bill,  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  inquired  if  there  was  any  \kw 
authorizing  the  building  of  a  steam  vessel-of-war 
at  Pittsburg. 

Mr.  EVANS  hod  not  examined  into  that  mat- 
ter so  ns  to  enable  him  to  comeio  a  decision  on 
that  subject.  There  was  a  difference  of  opinion 
on  that  point  between  the  House  and  the  Depart- 
ment. But,  without  going  critically  into  that 
question,  the  fact  existed  that  the  steamer  was  in 
the  process  of  completion,  under  the  contracts  of 
the  Department,  which  may  have  exceeded  ila 
authority.  '  The  vessel,  it  was  admitted,  was  re- 
quired,  and  would  be  desirable  and  important  for 
the  purpose  intended. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  required  the  preamble  of 
the  bill  to  be  read;  for  it  really  appeared  to  him 
to  be  of  a  very  extraordinary  character,  and  such 
as  would  be  objectionable  to  gentlemen  who, like 
himself,  did  not  intend  to  vote  against  tbe  bill. 

The  preamble  wos  read. 

Mr.  ARCHER  did  not  profess,  nor  had  he 
ever,  as  n  member  of  the  Senate,  professed  to  be 
a  very  strict  constructionist,  on  subjects  of  public 
expenditure  for  objects  of  unquestionable  utility 
in  anational  point  of  view.  But,  really,  nlthougn 
the  payments  provided  for  in  this  bill  may  be  re- 
quisite to  redeem  the  faith  of  the  Department 
which  had  incurred  the  obligation,  the  bill  for 
that  object  came  before  the  Senate  in  such  a  form 
as  would  render  it  impossible  for  him  to  give  it 
his  vote.  The  very  preamble  was  of  the  most 
objectionable  character.  It  stigmatizes  these  ex- 
penditures as  improperly  incurred,  without  the 
sanction  of  law;  giving  this  very  impropriety  and 
want  of  authority  of  law  as  reasons'why  Congress 
should  step  beyond  the  line  nfits  ordinary  duties, 
and  pass  this  bill.  Ifever  he  had  seen  a  bill  which, 
on  its  very  face,  was  calculated  to  find  no  favor 
at  the  handsof  friend  or  foe,  it  was  this  bill.  He 
hoped  it  would  be  rejected,  unless  such  explana- 
tion (which  he  hardly  was  left  room  to  expect) 
could  be  giv^n  as  would  show  a  state  of  case  to 
justify  the  measure  in  its  present  form. 

Mr.  EVANS  presentctl  a  documentary  report 
of  the  House  explaining  tbe  whole  thing.  From 
a  careful  perusal  of  it  he  had  come  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  the  wording  of  the  bill  arose  from  a  dif- 
ference of  opinion  between  those  who  sustained 
the  preamble,  and  the  Department.  On  the  one 
side,  it  was  held  that  there  was  no  authority  of 
law  for  the  expenditures — although  the  utility  and 
necensity  of  the  objects  were  not  disputed;  and, 
on  the  other,  it  was  insisted  that  existing  laws 
justified  the  expenditures  and  warranted,  them. 
Upon  such  consideration  as  he  had  been  able  to 
give  to  the  subject,  in  the  short  time  he  could  de- 
vote to  it  since  the  bill  came  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance— «iid,  pressed  as  the  committee  Was  with 
multifarious  duties,  it  was  not  possible  to  dwell 
longer  upon  it — be  was  inclined  to  agree  with  the 
House,  that  the  Department  had  gone  beyond  its 
authority  in  these  expenditures;  nut  he  thought 
it  then  useless  to  go  beyond  the  fact  that  the  De- 
partment had  made  contracts;  had  actually  ex- 
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pendod  most  of  the  money,  and  for  objects  in 
themselves  npprovcd  of;  and  tliat,  therefore,  un- 
der nil  the  circumstances,  the  bill,  or  some  such 
bill,  would  have  to  be  passed.  The  House — and 
lie  did  not  wonder  at  it — disnjiproving  of  these 
unauthorized  expenditures,  though  not  of  the  ob- 
jects, had  chosen  to  administer  n  rebuke  to  those 
who  had  thus  made  them;  and  in  doing  so,  he 
did  not  feel  that  there  was  any  such  serious  con- 
stitutional principle  invniveti  as  some  pentlemcn 
Beemcd  to  appreliend.  Doubtless  the  House  had 
been  stimulated  to  adminis.ter  this  rebuke  bythe 
manner  in  which  the  afl'uirs  of  the  Department 
liad  been  carried  on  by  the  Secretary  lately  re- 
jected, and  his  predecessor.  As  to  the  steamer 
liuildins  at  Pittsbur«;,  it  was-contended,  by  the 
Department,  that  the  hiw  of  Congress  aulhorizin^ 
the  construction  of  four  iron  war  steamers  of 
medium  size  justified  the  contract. 

Mr.  BAYAUD  referred  to  that  act  in  which  an 
appropriation  of  5400,000  was  made  (in  1841)  for 
constructing  four  steamers  of  this  kind.  The 
Princeton  was  one  of  them.  He  named  the  other 
three. 

Mr.  EVANS  admitted  that  authority  might  be 
derived  from  that  act;  but  the  whole  of  the 
^400,000  had  been  expended  on  the  first  three, 
and  now  a  fresh  appropriation  was  necessary  to 
complete  the  fourth,  progressing  underactunlcon- 
tract.  Whatever  had  oeen  overpaid  was, of  course, 
taken  out  of  the  contingent  fund,  and  would  have 
to  be  replaced.  Now,  he  did  not  mean  to  say 
that,  ur:der  the  administration  of  the  last  two 
Secretaries,  there  had  not  been  gross  irregulari- 
ties, fully  justifying  the  rebuke  intended  to  be 
conveyed  by  the  House;  for  it  was  quite  notori- 
ous that  the  late  Secretary  and  his  predece.ssor 
had  ^oiic  80  far  ns  to  disregard  cither  law  or  the 
restriction  of  specific  appropriations  in  making 
their  expenditures.  The  Senate  had  done  all  that 
was  in  its  power  in  checking  this  conduct  by  its 
recent  rejection.  The  present  Secretary  calls 
upon  Congress  to  set  these  matters  right,  and 
says  the  public  service  must  suffer  if  this  appro- 
priation is  not  made;  and  points  out  the  injury 
that  must  result  from  ne|lectiiig  to  sustain  the 
pledged  good  faith  of  the  Department.  Now,  he 
was  not  justifying  these  things — not  at  all.  He 
agreed  that  they  were  all,  to  say  the  least  of  tliem, 
irregular.  But  he  was  quite  sure  the  Senate  coulil 
not  be  accused  of  sanctioning  unconstitutional 
nbuses  in  concurring  with  the  House  in  passing 
thisbill,  esnecially  if  it  retained  the  rebuke  which 
it  conveyed. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  understood  that  the  Senate  was 
called  upon  to  concur  in  an  appropriation  for 
purposes  which  the  Department  conceived  itself 
authorized  to  contract  for,  but  which  the  House 
did  not.  This  was  a  difference  of  opinion;  and 
the  party  which  had  the  formation  of  the  bill  in 
its  hands,  in  conformity  with  its  own  views,  ac- 
companied the  remedy  with  an  a.'i.sertion  that  it 
was  for  what  was  "improper,"  and  "for objects 
not  authorized  by  law."  Now,  it  did  not  appear 
to  him  at  all  necessary  for  the  Senate  to  acquiesce 
in  this  recognition  of  a  violation  of  law.  Upon  a 
careful  and  rigid  examination  of  facts,  it  may  be 
tliat  the  Department  is  right,  or  it  may  be  that 
the  House  is  right,  in  supposing  there  was  no 
authority  of  law.  He  was  willing  to  vote  the 
appropriation,  under  the  circumstances  stated  by 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on.  Finance,  but. 
not  to  make  an  ex pnr/f  prejudgment,  recognizing 
illegal  expenditures.  He  moved  to  strike  out 
the  words  "improperly,"  and  "for  objects  not 
authorized  by  law." 

Mr.  EVANS  had  not  the  smallest  objection  to 
that  amendment.  His  only  reason  for  not  offer- 
ing it  himself  was,  that  he  thought  if  the  words 
were  stricken  out  the  House  would  not  pass  the 
bill.  He  had,  in  this  view  of  the  case,  ond  from 
a  feeling  that" the  rebuke  was  not  undeserved, 
been  willing  to  take  the  bill  as  it  stood,  without 
any  amendment.  But  the  Senate  could  now  do 
BS  it  pleased. 

Mr.  ALLEN  callen  the  attention  of  the  Senate 
to  the  fact  that  it  was  ofter  much  discussion  and 
upon  due  deliberation  the  House  had  decided  upon 
inserting  tl»esc  words;  and  that  in  these  expendi- 
tures the  Constilution  had  been  violated.  The 
House,  in  the  preamble  of  this  bill,  merely  states 
tne  fact  that  expenditures  had  been  improperly 
made,  without  authority  of  law;  which  nobody 
denied.     In  looking  tlirough  the  bill  he  found 


it  consisted  of  five  or  six  items,  amounting  to 
g.')53,000;  upwards  of  half  a  million  of  money  ap- 
plied contrary  to  law,  and  in  palpable  violation 
of  the  express  clause  of  the  Constitution  which 
says  no  money  shall  be  drawn  out  of  the  Treas- 
ury without  authority  of  law.  He  should  vote 
against  the  bill  in  any  shape  or  form. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  stated  that  the  object  of  his 
amendment  was  to  remove  the  manifest  absurd- 
ly of  making  the  violation  of  u  law  the  reason 
for  making  an  appropriation. 

Mr.  EVANS  did  not  sec  it  in  that  light.  The 
object  was  to  restore  to  specific  funds  money 
wfiich  the  bill  merely  declares  was  expended  out 
of  those  funds  without  authority  of  law. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE  was  satisfied  that  the 
whole  difficulty  arose  out  of  the  practice  of  ap- 
pointing incompetent  or  improper  persons  to  office. 
This  transaction  ought  not  to  be  screened  from 
the  country.  It  seemed  to  him  to  be  the  duty  of 
Congress  to  expose  it.  He  understood  it  to  be 
the  view  of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  as  well  as  that  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Mean.s,  that  these  expenditures  were  made 
without  authority  of  law. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  said,  if  gentlemen  were  will- 
ing to  appropriate  public  money  out  of  the  Treas- 
ury, and  apply  it  without  authority  of-law,  let  it 
be  so  stated  on  the  face  of  the  bill.  He  hoped 
the  amendment  would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  mightbein  error  asto  the  view 
he  took  of  this  matter;  and  if  he  was,  he  should 
be  willing  to  stand  corrected.  His  object  was  to 
prevent  the  bill  involving  in  itself  the  absurdity 
of  being  authorized  by  an  improperappropriation. 

Mr.  EVANS.     An  improper  expenditure. 

Mr.  BERRIEN.  Well,  the  money  has  been 
already  paid,  and  the  question  is  whether  an  ap- 
propriation shall  be  made  to  make  up  the  funds 
out  of  which  it  was  paid;  and,  in  doiu]'  this,  as- 
sign as  a  reason  the  impropriety  and  want  of 
authority  of  law. 

Mr.  WALKER  thought  the  Senator  from 
Georgia  was  right.  This  was  not  the  manner  in 
which  the  officers  of  the  Government  should  be 
met  on  questions  involving  their  malversations  in 
in  office.  To  impeach  them  in  an  appropriation 
bill  was,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  very  extraordinary. 
He  concurred  in  the  view  that,  if  these  expendi- 
tures were  made  in  violation  of  law,  it  was  an 
assumption  of  power  forbidden  by  the  Constitu- 
tion. But  surely  there  was  no  propriety  in  ad- 
ministering rebuke  in  a  manner  never  contem- 
{)lated  by  the  Constitution — in  an  appropriation 
)ill!  It  was  not  only  rebuking  the  Department, 
but  the  rcbukers — a  species  of  self-castigation, 
not  unlike  that  the  recordof  which  was  to  be  met 
with  in  the  history  of  certain  saints,  who,  to  pun- 
ish the  arch-enemy  of  mankind,  whipped  them- 
selves with  whips  of  scorpions,  or,  in  the  middle 
of  winter,  stood  naked  011  the  tops  of  elevated 
poles,  high  up  in  the  air,  to  make  themselves  as 
miserable  and  unhappy  as  they  possibly  could. 
He  wasnotforadministcringthisjointcastigation 
in  an  appropriation  bill.  The  course  was  quite 
obvious,  (and  it  was  open  to  the  House,)  for  ad- 
ministering the  rebuke  so  as  to  fall  only  on  those 
who  provok(»ii. 

Mr.  EVANS  hoped  the  question  would  be  taken 
without  further  debate.  He  was  quite  indifferent 
in  what  form  the  bill  was  passed,  so  that  the  ap- 
propriation was  made.  There  was  not,  after  all, 
any  great  harm  done. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Berrien's 
amendment;  and  it  resulted — yeas  6,  nays  32;  as 
follows: 

YEAS — .Messrs.  Archer,  Berrien,  Lewis,  Aforelicad, 
Tallinadge,  .ind  Walker— 6.  . 

NAYS  — Messrs.  Alien,  Atchison,  Alhcrlon,  Basby, 
Bates.  Benton,  Brcesc,  Buchanan,  Clioatf,  Clayton,  Day- 
tun,  Evans,  Fairfield,  Francis,  Fulton,  llanncgan,  Hay- 
wood, Hager,  Jarnaj:ln,  John!>on,  Miller,  NileB,  Pcarce, 
Porter,  BfMuple,  t?turj;eon,  Tappan,  Upliaui,  White,  Wood- 
bridge,  Woodbury,  and  Wright— .T3. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  did  not  sec  how  he  could  vote 
for  this  illegal  and  unconstitutional  appropriation 
of  public  money. 

Mr.  EVANS.  Precisely  as  you  would  on  an 
appropriation  bill  in  any  other  form,  to  meet  the 
obligations  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  did  not  see  anything  un- 
usual in  the  appropriation.  It  was  to  make  up 
deficiencies  in  specific  funds,  occasioned  by  nn 
improper  disbursement  of  money  which  could  not 


now  be  recalled.  The  object  of  this  appropria- 
tion— that  of  making  good  these  deficiencies,  or 
sustaining  the  good  faith  of  the  Government — 
was  a  proper  one;  ond  therefore  gentlemen  need 
have  no  scruple  in  voting  for  that  object. 

Mr.  BAYARD  thougjil  the  subject  wae  made 
to  assume  an  aspect  which  did  not  pro|>crly  b^ 
long  to  it.  It  was  not  true  to  the  extent  assumed, 
that  the  money  had  been  taken  out  of  the  Treas- 
ury without  authority  of  law,  and  improperly 
expended.  Forinstance:  the  building  of  four  me- 
dium war  steamers  was  authorized  by  law,  and 
this  is  one  of  the  four;  and  contracts  ore  pending, 
to  be  met  by  this  appropriation;  and  if  the  objccii 
have  not  heretofore  been  sanctioned,  the  appro- 
priation gives  them  the  neces-sary  sanction  or  law. 
Hut  the  whole  thing  was  misapprehended.  When 
the  present  Secretary  of  the  Navy  CJime  into  office, 
hefound  that  great  irregularities  had  existed  under 
the  administratit)n  of  his  predecessors;  and  that 
over-expenditures  on  one  appropriation  bad  been 
made  good,  by  creating  deficiencies  in  others,  or 
exhausting  tkem;  and  in  turn  making  these  good 
out  of  new  appropriations  intended  al together  for 
different  purposes.  Instead  of  fiillowing  on  in 
this  irregular  and  improper  track,  he  honestly 
came  forward  t»  Congress  and  exposed  the  irreg- 
ularity, stating  the  deficiencies  in  specific  funds, 
and  how  they  occurred.  He  merely  requir'-d  tl. .; 
all  these  things  would  be  set  right  by  Coiicr  < 
thathemightfulfill  hisduty  byconfining,in  fuiurj, 
his  expenditures  to  specific  appropriations  in  cod- 
formily  to  law.  And  would  it  now  be  proper, al 
the  threshold  of  (his  salutary  reform,  to  throw  any 
impediment  in  the  way.' 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE  supposed  the  case  w»s, 
that  contracts  and  expenditures  had  been  made 
contrary  to  law.  Congress  had  now  to  pay  the 
money;  and  there  was  an  end  to  it. 

The  bill  was  read  the  third  time;  and  on  theqae*- 
tion,  "Shall  this  bill  pass?"  the  yeas  and  nayi 
having  been  called  for,  and  ordered,  the  mult 
was — yeas  26,  nays  15;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Barrow.  Dayard,  Buchanan,  Cboatc, 
Clayton,  Colquitt,  Dayton,  6»iins.  Franrix,  Fulliwi,  Hune- 
Ean,  Henderson,  Huger,  Jarnanin,  Jobnion,  Lpiri<,  McDaA 
fie,  Penrcr,  Porter,  Sevier,  3Miri:**<»n,  Talliuadf**,  UpluiD, 
Walker,  White,  and  Woodbury- 26. 

NAYS— .Messrs.  Allen,  Areher,  Atchl-on,  AtJtertaa, 
Bagby,  Berrien,  Brcese.  Fairfield,  Haywood,  Mannm, 
Ntlcp,  Scmplc,  Tappan,  Woodbridge,  and  Wrigbt— tx 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

NORTHEnN  BOUNDARY  0?  MTSSOURI. 

The  Senate  bill  for  the  settlement  of  the  north- 
ern boundary  line  of  Missouri,  returned  from  the 
House  with  sundryamendments,  wa8,on  motion 
of  Mr.  BERRIEN,  referred  to  the  CuminiUeeon 
the  Judiciary. 

DUTIES  ON  UAILnOAD  IRON. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  called  up  the  question  of  re- 
con.<!ideration  on  the  vote  refusing:  to  order  the  bill 
to  be  engrossed  for  the  remission  of  duues  on 
railroad  iron. 

Mr.  HUNTINTON  objected,  on  the  gronnd 
that  too  much  time  would  be  lost  in  discussin; 
the  subject. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  did  not  think  it  would  take 
ten  minutes.  He  understood  the  object  of  tb« 
friends  of  the  bill  was  now  to  amend  it  so  as  to 
limit  the  time  of  importing  railroad  iron  dutyfree, 
to  that  contracted  for  which  shall  be  on  ship  board 
before  a  certain  day  in  August  next.  TbatcouM 
not  possibly  affect  any  iron  interest  in  the  coon- 
try,  (as  none  could  be  prepared  to  furnish  it  be- 
fore that  time,)  or  pr&vent  the  filling  ofeoDtiacls 
already  made. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  stated  that  such  would  be  the 
amendment  he  should  propose  if  the  vote  was 
reconsidered. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  would  as  soon  hare  the 
original  bill  as  the  amendment.  He  was  uiteriy 
opposed  to  both ;  and  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  motion  to  postpone  the  previous  orders.' 

The  yeas  and  nays  were. ordered;  and  resulted 
— yeas  22,  nays  22;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Archer,  Bagby,  Berrien,  Bmsr,  C«(- 
quitt,  Crittenden,  Evans,  Fulton,  Henderson,  Hii^r,  Jar- 
nigan,  JoIminoii,  Lewis,  .'^I('l)ut^l(-,  Phf*lps,  Forrrt.  Snupiv, 
i^iinmons,  Talluiadgc,  t'phaui,  Woodbridge,  ajid  WriflK 

N.-VYS  —  Messrs.  Allen,  Atchison,  Alherton,  Bairov, 
Bates,  Bayard,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Clayton,  DnjrKM,  Failf- 
lield,  Francis,  llannegan,  Haywood,  UunliogtOD,  Maagnp, 
Miller,  .Murclicad,  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  and  VfUat 

— aa. 
So  the  motion  did  not  preTail. 


«'  -SLv 


Mr.  CRITTENDEN  reported  back,  from  the 
Committee  on  Military  Anaira,  the  House  bill 
making  appropriations  for  horses  lost  by  Mis- 
souri volunteers  in  the  Florida  war,  without 
amendment,  and  recommended  its  passage. 

The  bill  was  taken  up,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  considered,  reported  bock,  and  read  th£ 
third  time,  and  passed. 

IXECCTIVK  8S8SION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  the  Sen- 
ate went  into  executive  session;  and,  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  resumed  legislative  business. 

DUTIKS  ON  RAILROAD  IRON. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HUGER,  the  previous  or- 
ders were  suspended,  and  the  question  was  taken 
up  of  reconsidering  the  vote  by  which  the  Senate 
refused  to  order  the  bill  for  the  remission  of  du- 
ties on  railroad  iron  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time 

The  question  of  reconsideration.was  advocated 
by  Mr.  BERRIEN,  and  opposed  by  Messrs. 
BUCHANAN  and  MILLER: 

Mr.  MILLER  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and  it  was 
decided  that  the  vote  should  be  reconsidered— 
yeas  19,  nays  16;  as  follows: 

VEAS— Menn.  Archer,  Bagby,  Berrien.ColqDltt,  Erana, 
Fnncln,  Uendenon,  iluger,  JaxnaEln,  Lewla,  McDalfie, 
Phelp*,  PoiMr,  Semple,  Siimnoiu,  Tappan,  White,  Wood- 
brJdfC,  and  Wright-19.  ' 

NAVS — Mewra.  Allen,  AUienon,  Barrow,  Bate*,  Bay- 
ard, Benton,  Buchanan,  Daylon,  FalrHeld,  Haywood, 
Buntiagton,  Merrick,  Miller,  Pearee,  Snirgeon,  and 
Walker— 16. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  now  moved  to- strike  out  the 
-words  "  two  years,"  and  insert  "  already  im- 
ported, or  shall  be  on  board  ship  for  import,  under 
contract,  on  or  before  the  1st  of  August  next." 

Mr.  B.  explained  that  this  ought  to  satisfy  the 
Senator  from  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  disapproved  of  any  inter- 
ference with  the  protection  of  the  iron  interests 
promised  them  in  the  act  of  1642. 

Mr.  WHITE*  offered  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment,  providing  for  thersatisfaction  of  judg- 
ments obtained  for  duties  on  railroad  iron' 

Mr.  ALLEN  perceived  that  there  was  no  end 
to  this  business  of  corporation  avarice,  upon 
which  the  whole  legislation  of  Congress  was  to 
be  thrown  away,  to  the  utter  neelect  of  the  busi- 
ness of  the  country.  To  get  riaof  these  merce- 
nary corporation  contests,  he  moved  to  lay  the 
whole  subject  on  the  table,  and  called  for  the  yeas 
jind  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and  being 
taken,  resulted— yeas  21,  nays  22;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Me«srB.  Allen,  Athenon,  Barrow,  Baten,  Bay- 
ard, Benton,  Buchanan,  Choate,  Dayton,  Fairfield,  Hay- 
wood, Huntinfton,  Mangum,  Merrlcii,  Miller,  Morehead, 
Pearee,  Sturscun,  Tappan,  Walker,  anil  Woodbury— St. 

NAYS — Metsrs.  Archer,  Bagby,  Berrien,  Breege,  Col- 

guttt,  Evans,  Fronds,  Fulton,  Hannegan,  Hendenon, 
luger,  Jarnagin,  Lewis,  McDuflie,  Phelps,  Porter,  Semple, 
BeWer,  Simmons,  White,  Woodbrldge,  and  Wright— JB. 

So  the  Senate  refused  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table. 

The  subject  was  further  debated  by  Messrs. 
PORTER,  EVANS,  BERRIEN,  WHITE, 
SIMMONS,  MILLER,  and  DAYTON. 

Mr.  MERRICK  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
Ubie. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to— ayes  16,  noes 

The  subject  was  further  discussed  by  Messrs. 
SEVIER  and  EVANS;  when 

Mr.  ATHERTON  moved  to  adjourn;  which 
the  Senate  refused  to  do — ayes  19,  noes  19. 

The  discussion  was  again  resumed,  and  con- 
tinued till  it  was  approaching  midnight,  when. 

On  motion  of- Mr.  ALLEN,  a  vote  was  taken 
on  the  question  of  postponing  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  subject  to  the  second  Monday  in 
December  next;  and  it  was  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive— yeas  20,  nays  20;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Atherton,  Barrow,  Bales,  Bay- 
ard, Uenton,  Buchanan,  Choate,  Dayton,  Fairfield,  Hay- 
wood, Huntlngtun,  Merrick,  Allller,  Morehead,  l*earce, 
Stunteoii,Tuppan,  Walker,  nnri  Woodbury— IW. 

N'AVa — Mi'ji.srs.  Archer,  Bagby,  Berrien,  Colqult, Evans, 
Fulton,  Hannefrnnj  Henderson,  Huger,  Jarnagin,  Lewis, 
McDuffie,  Phelps,  Porter,  Sevier,  Simmons/Tallniadce, 
White,  Woodbrldge,  and  Wright— SO. 

The  discussion  was  resumed  for  some  time 
•longer,  amidst  continual  calla  for  odjournment, 


was  postponed  indefinitely — yeas  21,  nays  20;  as 
follows: 

YEAS— Messre.  Allen,  Atherton,  Barrow\  Bates,  Bay- 
ard, Benton,  Buchanan,  Choate,  Dayton,  Fairfield,  Hoy- 
wood,  Huntington,  Mangum,  Merrick,  Miller,  Morehead, 
Penrce,  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  and  Woodbury — ai. 

NAYS — Messrs. Archer,  Bagby,  Berrien,  WlqulH,  Erhns, 
Fulton,  Hnnnegan,  Uendenon,  Huger,  Jarnagin,  Lewis, 
McDuflie,  Phelps,  Porter,  Sevier,  Simmons,  Ti  " 
White,  Woodbrldfe,  and  Wright— SO. 


rallmadge. 


lAND  CLAIMS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BARROW,  the  Senate  bill 
amended  by  the  House,  and  reported  back  from 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  for  the  adjust- 
ment of  land  claims  in  Louisiana,  Mississippi, 
Alabama,  and  Arkansas,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  B.  moved  that  the  Senate  concur  in  the 
House  amendments. 

Before  any  question  was  taken  on  this  motion, 
the  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.PEARCE,ateIeven 
o'clock,  p.  m.,  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fbidat,  June  U,  1844. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  having  been  read  in 
part, 

Mr.  PARMENTER  moved  that  the  further 
reading  be  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  objected,  and  the 
Clerk  proceeded  to  finish  the  reading;  luid  it  was 
then  approved. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Wisconsin ,  asked  pennisssion 
to  move  the  reference  of  Senate  bill  No.  185  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  VANCE  proposed  that^ll  the  bills  on  the 
Speaker's  table  should  be  taken  up  and  referred 
to  appropriate  committees.  He  hoped  no  one  bill 
would  be  singled  out  from  the  rest. 

Mr.  DODGE  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DUNLAP  desired  leave  to  report  a  bill 
from  the  Committee  on  Commerce;  which  was 
objected  to. 

Ml-.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  asked  leave  to  present 
certain  memorials. 

Objections  were  made  by  Messrs.  SAUNDERS, 
REDING,  and  others. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rules. 

The  motion  was  negatived. 

.        REPORTS  FROU  00MHITTEX8. 

Mr.  WHITE  called  for  the  regular  order  of  the 
day. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  the  first  business 
in  order  to  be  the  callingof  committees  for  reports. 

Mr.  VANCE,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate 
(No.  105J  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  James 
Ritchie,'  reported  the  same  without  amendment; 
which  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  to-morrow. 

Mr.  V.  also  reported  back  joint  resolution  of 
the  Senate  entitled  "  A  resolution  concerning  the 
copper  rock  of  Lake  Superior,"  without  amend- 
ment; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  v.,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  bill  (No.  518)  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  Alexander  Mitchell;  a  bill  (No. 
520)  for  the  relief  or  Zachariah  Lawrence,  of 
Ohio;  and  a  bill  (No.  521)  for  the  relief  of  Ed- 
ward A.  Lambert;  accompanied  by  a  report  in 
each  case;  which  were  severally  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

Mr.  COBB,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  bill  (No.  522)  for  the  relief  of  A.  R.S.  Hunter, 
accompanied  by  a  report;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  Committer  of 
£he  Whole  House. 

Mr.  DUNLAP,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  a  bill  (No.  523)  for  the  extension 
of  Morse  8  telegraph  from  Baltimore  to  the  city  of 
New  York;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union. 

Mr.  PHCENIX,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported Senate  bill  entitled  "  An  act  relating  to 
certain  collection  districts,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," without  amendment;  and  Senate  bill  en- 
titled "  An  act  to  authorize  lite  Secretary  of  the 
,Tr«Mttry  to  grant  a  register  to  the  Brituh  boat 
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and  passed. 

Mr.  WINTHROP,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  back  Senate  bill  entitled  "  An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Benjamin  Adams  &  Co.,  and  others;" 
which  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS,  from  the  Committee  on  tha 
Judiciary,  reported  back  a  bill  (S.  No.  171)  enti- 
tled "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  persons  residing 
within  the  reputed  limits  of  Arkansas  or  Louisi- 
ana, and  beyond  thq  boundary  line  between  the 
United  States  and  the  Republic  of  Texas,  as  es- 
tablished by  the  commissionersappointed  to  ascer- 
tain the  same,"  without  amendment. 

The  bill  was  read  three  dVnes,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KING,  of  New  York,  it 
was 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be  discharged 
flrom  the  (Urtber  consideration  of  the  rasolution  of  Ura 
House  of  96th  of  February  lost,  Inquiring  whether  the  mu- 
nicipal authorities  of  the  city  of  New  York  exact  and  eol- 
loet,  from  seamen  entering  that  port,  any  sum,  and  If  any, 
what  sum,  as  hospital  money.  Also,  the  petition  of  Grln- 
Jiell,  Mlatum  fc  Co.;  and  also  the  petition  ofC.W.  Turner; 
and  that  they  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  WINTHROP,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  the  following  resolution;  which  waa 
agreed  to: 

Keaoioed,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  theatat* 
of  the  Union  be  discharged  flrom  the  considerallon  of  tha 
bill  (H.  B.  No.  374)  enUUed  <'  An  act  In  addiUon  to  tha 
several  acta  regulating  the  shipment  and  discharge  of  sea- 
men, and  the  duties  of  consuls,"  In  order  that  It  may  take 
Its  place  upon  the  Speaker's  table. 

Mr.  W.,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  a 
billproviding  for  a  custom-house  and  post  office 
at  Fall  River,  Massachusetts,  accompanied  by  a 
report.  The  bill  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

Mr.  HOPKINS,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  bill  (IJo. 
426)  entitled  "  An  act  to  establish  certain  post 
routes;"  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  tha 
Union. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS,  from  the  Coihmiitee  on  the 
Judiciarv,  reported  a  bill  (No.  425)  entitled  "  An 
act  for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes  in  rela- 
tion to  public  securities;"  which  was  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union. 

On  inotion  of  Mr.  SAUNDERS,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  Comminee  on  the  Judiciary  be  dla- 
chorged  from  the  consideration  of  the  pe Utlon  of  citlxena 
of  Michigan  and  Illinois,  In  relation  to  jilaclng  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  lakes  under  the  maritime  laws  and  regalatloiis, 
aiul  that  they  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mo.  SAUNDERS,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  dis- 
charged from  the  ftittber  consideration  of  the  petition  ot 
Franklin  Whitney ;  and  that  It  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SAUNDERS,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  Commluee  on  the  Judlilary  be  dia- 
ebarged  from  the  ftirther  consideration  of  the  resolution  of 
the  Leglalatuta  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  for  the  lemoval  of  the 
suounec  term  of  the  United  Slates  circuit  court  from  Cin- 
cinnati to  Columbtu ;  and  that  It  be  laid  upon  the  ubIe. 

Mr.  CATLIN,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin 
S.  Roberts;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD,  from  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  James  L.  Campbell;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  REDING,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Expenditures,  reported  a  bill  for  the  more  econom- 
ical disbursement  of  public  money,  and  for  the 
settlement  of  public  accounts;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  stale  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reported  back,  without  amendment, an 
act  to  settle  the  title  to  Pea  Patch  island,  in  the 
river  Delaware;  and  an  actauthorizing  persons  to 
whom  reservations  of  land  have  been  made  under 
Indian  treaties,  to  alienate  the  same  in  fee;  and 
they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  CROSS,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Clttims,  reported  back  Senate  bill  entitled 
"An  act  authorizing  a  patent  to  be  isaued  to 
Joseph  Campau,  for  a  certain  tract  of  land  in  the 
State  of  Michigan,  without  amendment.  The 
bill  waa  read  three  times,  and  passed. 
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Mr.  McKAY,  from  the  Committee  of  Wnvs 
nnd  Means,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  of  the 
Housecntilled  "  An  act  mnkingappropriations  for 
the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of  llie  Govern- 
ment for  the  fiscal  year  ending  the  30th  of  June, 
1844,  and  for  other  purposes,"  reported  the  same 
back,  with  amendments;  and  it  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs,  reported  back  an  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  legal  representatives  of  George  Duval 
and  other  Cherokeos;  and  an  act  supplementary 
to  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  trade  and 
intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes,  and  to  preserve 
peace  on  the  frontiers,*"  passed  30lh  June,  1834; 
and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  POTTER,  of  Rhode  Island, 
it  was 

Ordertd,  That  the  Conlmittee  on  Prlvnlc  Land  Claims 
bR  discliargf^d  rVoiiilhorurthfrronwidenuion  otlho  petition 
of  Sflixiiio  Miixa;  nnd  altio  tlio  petition  of  Charles  Lee 
and  George  W.  Goldman ;  and  tlial  they  be  laid  upon  Uie 
Ublc. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SLIDELL,  it  was 

Ordered,  Thai  the  Comnilllcc  on  I'rivate  Land  Clalin9 
bo  dlschari^cd  from  the  lurther  consideration  of  the  petition 
of  John  Lynd,  and  that  It  be  laid  npon  the  table. 

Mr.  DEBERRY,  from  the  Committee  on  Agri- 
culture, made  an  adverse  report  upon  the  petition 
of  citizens  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  in  rela- 
tion to  the  operation  of  the  tariff  upon  the  agri- 
culture of  the  country,  and  the  appropriation  of 
the  Smithsonian  bequest  for  the  purposes  of  agri- 
cultural education. 

Also,  an  adverse  report  upon  the  petition  of 
cilizensof  Morgan  county,  in  the  State  of  lllhiois, 
jiraying  the  establishment  of  an  agency  for  the 
inspection  and  purchase  of  water-rotted  hemp  in 
that  Stale.  . 

Mr.  POTTER, of  Rhode  Island,  ffom  the  Com- 
mittee on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred a  bill  of  the  House  entitled  "A  bill  to 
amend  an  act  confirming  certain  land  claims  in 
the  Slate  of  Michigan,  reported  an  amendatory 
bill;  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the 
furnishing  of  goods  and  provisions  by  the  De- 
I>artmcnt  of  War  to  the  Indian  tribes. 

MO.VEVS  DUE  TO  CIIOCTAWS. 

Mr.  C.  JOH  NSON  offered  a  joint  resolution  on 
the  subject  of  funding  moneys  that  may  be  due  to 
Cboclaw  Indians  now  in  the  State  of  Mississippi. 

On  this  resolution  a  discussion  ensued,  in  which 
Messrs.  C.  JOHNSON  and  WHITE  took  part, 
which  was  terminated  by  the  expiration  of  the 
morning  hour. 

POSTAL  COM.'UDNICATION. 

Mr.  TIBBATTS  offered  the  following  joint 
resolution: 

Kcsoivcd,  'J'tmt  the  Postinajtter  General  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  authorized  to  enter  into  Nueli  arranecnient  or  ar- 
rangements wiUi  the  proper  aulliorllle.s  in  France  and  Ger- 
many, and  Uie  owners  or  agentst  of  vessels  plying  rcpulorly 
between  tlioi-e  eountriCii  and  the  United  .Slates,  whereby  a 
cafe,  and,  a:«  iivai  asfioiiHible,  regular,  direct  mail  eonnimni- 
eation,  under  oflieial  euaranteif,  between  the  United  Slater 
and  tile  contiiM-nt  of  Kurope — the  p<irts  of  Itrenicn,  in  Ger- 
many,  and  Havre,  in  l-'ranee.  and  cucli  other  principal  portj 
on  ^aid  cnntinent  an  Ihe  Postmaster  General  may  deem 
most  pr\>per — shall  be  secured :  so  that  the  entire  inland 
and  foreign  postage  on  letters,  and  all  other  mall  matter 
bent  over  Ironi  and  to  the  Uniir-d  Slates,  to  and  from  any 
(lorlof  France  and  of  llie  United  States  eninprehendcd  with- 
in the  German  Customs  Union,  and  of  those  countries  on 
the  continent  between  Wliich  and  France,  and  the  said 
German  States,  there  exists  a  continued  arrangement  of 
the  like  kind,  m:ty  be  p:iid  nl  tlie  place  where  tliey  are  re- 
spectively mailed  or  received. 

Mr.  T.  ri.-marked  that  he  had,  some  time  since, 
pri'sentid  a  nieniorial  from  certain  German  citi- 
zens of  tile  United  States,  by  which  they  repre- 
sented that  there  were  no  international  arrange- 
nieiits  existing  which  properly  secured  and  regu- 
lated mail  coinmunicutioiis  between  the  Uniied 
Slates  and  the  continent  of  Europe,  who  respect- 
fully complained  that  the  German  population  in 
the  United  Slates  were  much  injured  by  the  want 
of  efficient  facilities  for  the  speedy  and  safe  irans- 
mission  of  letters,  papers, and  parcels,  to  and  from 
the  continent,  aiij  particularly  to  and  from  Ger- 
many, through  ihe  posts  and  distributing  post 
offices  of  Hamburg,  Biemen,  and  Havre,  and  pray- 
ing that  Congress  should  adopt  such  measures  as 


would  lead  to  a  speedy  mail  arrangement  between 
the  United  States  and  the  continentof  Europe, and 
Germany  in  particular.  What  action  that  memo- 
rial had  received  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  which  he  had  referred 
it,  he  did  not  know.  He  supposed  it  had  been 
overlooked  in  the  mass  of  business  before  that 
committee,  whose  time,  he  had  understood,  had 
been  much  occupied  in  the  proposed  reform  in  the 
internal  mail  arrangements  of  the  United  States. 
He  offered  this  amendment  no  w,  which  he  thought 
ought  to  be  adopted  as  an  act  of  justice  to  a  very 
large  and  valuable  portion  of  the  population  of 
this  Union.  It  was  believed  that  tne  number  of 
persons  who  spoke  the  German  language  in  the 
United  States  could  be  safely  estimated  at  two  and 
fi  half  million,  of  whom  more  than  one  and  a  half 
million  are  natives  of  Germany,  which  is  aug- 
menting by  an  annual  accession  of  from  twenty 
to  thirty  thousand  new  comers. 

He  had  had  occasion  to  have  much  intercourse 
with  the  German  population  in  the  West,  many 
of  whom  were  his  constituents,  and  he  would  not 
let  this  occasion  poss  without  paying  to  them  thai 
just  tribute  of  respect  to  which  their  character 
entitled  them.  He  was  well  acquainted  with  their 
habits  and  manners;  many  of  them  were  among 
the  most  intelligent  and  well  educated  men  in  the 
country;  and,  taken  en  masse,  he  had  found  them 
a  sober,  laboriously  industrious,  a  moral,  honest, 
religious,  and  law-abiding  people;  they  brought 
with  them  large  accessions  of  money  and  property 
to  the  country;  and  by  their  industry  and  frugal- 
ity added  greatly  to  its  improvement,  productions, 
and  wealth.  The  Germans  have  established  about 
si.xty  newspapers  in  this  country,  which  are 
printed  in  the  German  Innguoge,  of  which  about 
forty  are  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  alone, and 
the  others  in  the  principle  cities  throughout  the 
Union;  among  them  there  arc  two  in  New  York, 
three  in  Philadelphia,  three  in  Baltimore,  one  in 
Charleston,  one  in  New  Orleans,  five  in  Cincin- 
nati— of  which  three  are  daily  papers — four  in 
Pittsburg,  one  in  Louisville,  three  in  St.  Louis, 
one  in  Milwaukee,  two  in  Buffalo;  all  of  which 
are  edited  by  European  Germans,  most  of  them 
with  great  ability,  and  advocating  American  sen- 
timents. By  far  the  greater  number  of  the  Ger- 
mans in  the  United  Stales  have  left  relations, 
friends,  or  properly  in  Germany,  and  entertain 
more  or  less  frequent  communication  with  the 
fatherland.  Most  letters  now  go  by  the  way  of 
England  or  (the  great  part)  by  Havre.  On  the 
English  route,  they  arc  .subjected  to  a  transit  post- 
age, by  which  the  postage  on  a  single  letter,  when 
it  arrives  in  Germany,  will  amount  to  sixty-two 
cents — which  seems  to  be,  and  in  fact  is,  an  ex- 
orbitant lax  to  those  who  arc  in  the  habit  of  send- 
ing letters  through  the  whole  length  of  Europe 
for  one  fourth  of  that  amount,  in  consequence  of 
the  recent  reductions  of  postage  in  France,  Aus- 
tria, Prussia,  and  almost  all  European  nations. 

Besides  this,  those  who  mail  letters  from  the 
Uniied  States,  via  England,  to  the  continent  of 
Europe,  have  to  prepay  the  inland  postage  here — 
which  brings  the  postage  of  every  single  letter  to 
about  one  dollar,  to  say  nothing  of  double  and 
manifold  letters.  On  the  route  via  Havre,  the 
cost  is  not  much  less.  Every  newspaper  pass- 
ing through  England  is  charged  one  shilling  posl- 

As  England  has  reciprocity  conventions  with 
most  post  departments  on  the  continent  of  Eu- 
rope, such  direct  arrangements  would  be  no  less 
desirable  between  the  Post  Office  Department  of 
the  Uniied  Stales  and  the  continental  post  offices 
— unless  an  arrangement  could  be  eflected  with 
Great"  Britain  to  induce  her  to  reduce  the  transit 
foreign  postage. 

As  the  post  office  law  of  the  United  Stales  now 
stands,  the  inland  postage  only  can  be  paid  (and 
it  must  be  paid  in  all  cases)  in  the  United  Slates. 
As  letters  are  forwarded  very  irregularly,  and 
without  official  security,  by  casual  vessels,  by 
Bremen  and  Hamburg,  at  least,  and  other  conti- 
nental ports,  except  Havre;  and  as  those  vessels 
are  under  no  regulations  as  to  their  charges  for 
the  carriage  of  letters,  &c.,  which  is  paid  to  them 
at  the  post  offices  at  Bremen,  Hamburg,  &c.,  on 
the  delivery  of  the  letters  at  those  offices,  an  ad- 
ditional charge  is  added  to  the  further  continental 
inland  postage;  great  inconveniences  result  and 
losses  arise,  and,  in  fact,  total  failures  of  all  at- 
tempts at  such  communication. 


The  postage,  under  the  arrangements  which  are 
proposed  by  the  amendment  now  offered,  would, 
in  almost  all  cases,  be  prepaid  in  the  United  States 
by  the  senders,  whose  better  circumstances  gen- 
erally enable  them  to  do  so  with  case;  as  the  post- 
age which  appears  comparatively  trifling  nere, 
according  to  tne  valuation  of  things  on  the  conti- 
nent of  Europe,  would  be  considered  a  heavy  and 
exorbitant  tax,  which  even  persons  in  easy  cir- 
cumstances there  arc  unable  or  unwilling  to  pay. 
In  consequence,  letters  of  great  private  interest, 
as  well  as  those  upon  important  business  mat- 
ters, to  private  persons  or  officials,  maristiales, 
judicial  authorities,  or  corporate  bodies, frequent- 
ly remain  in  post  offices  unattended  to  on  accoant 
of  the  inability  of  poor  relations,  or  the  want  of 
funds  and  authority  in  official  bodies  to  receive 
and  pay  for  them. 

So  deeply  is  the  want  of  these  facilities  of  inter- 
national communication  with  Germany  felt,  and 
so  urgent  is  the  demand  for  them,  that,  of  late 
years,  private  individuals  have  made  a  business 
of  traveling  as  letter-carriers  between  the  Uniied 
States  and  Germany.  These  carriers  undertake 
the  safe  delivery  of  letters  to  all  parts  of  Ger- 
many, and  the  return  of  answers  to  them.  No 
less  than  six  such  agents  have  already  announced 
their  intentions  to  start  on  a  trip  of  this  kind  from 
Cincinnati  and  that  neighborhood,  during  the 
present  year,  to  Germany  and  the  contiguous  parts 
of  France.  It  will  be  obvious,  then,  that  sudi 
arrangements  will  afford  great  convenience  to 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  persons  in  the  United 
Stales  who  now  have  occasion  to  write  letters  of 
friendship  or  business,  to  make  remittances,  to 
send  papers  or  parcels  to  the  continent  of  Europe, 
and  to  receive  the  like  in  return.  It  would  greatlv 
increase  the  communication  between  the  two 
countries;  it  would  be  productive  of  all  those  in- 
numerable advantages  and  mutual  benc6ts  (intel- 
lectual, political,  agricultural,  mechanical,  and 
commercial)  which  flow  from  an  increased  and 
enlarged  national  intercourse,  and  be  consonaiit 
with  the  progressive  and  improving  spirit  of  the 
times,  and  with  other  relations  of  a  more  ex- 
tended intercourse  about  to  be  established  betveea 
this  country  and  Ger<nany. 

It  would  add  greatly  to  the  wealth  of  this  coun- 
try by  facilitating  the  collection  in  and  drawing 
from  Europe  inheritances,  legacies,  and  other 
claims  falling  due  to  inhabitants  of  the  United 
Stales,  amounting  in  the  aggregate  annually  to  ■ 
large  sum,  of  which  a  great  portion  is  now  lost 
for  the  want  of  facilities  of  intercommunication, 
and  because  many  of  the  individual  claims  are  too 
small  to  justify  the  expense  which  would  be  ne- 
cessarily incurred  in  the  employment  of  an  tgeel 
to  visit  Europe  and  give  his  personal  atteniioo  u> 
the  business. 

Considering  the  great  number  of  persons  in  this 
country  who  are  in  want  of  such  facilities;  the 
number  of  letters  now  sent  to  and  received  from 
Europe;  the  great  proportionable  increase  of  cor- 
respondence to  and  from  Germany  cootingent 
upon  such  a  measure ;  and  the  certainly  that  almost 
all  letters  would  be  prepaid  in  the  United  States; 
and  that,  on  balancing  accounts  with  the  corre- 
sponding foreign  post  offices,  the  balance  wooid 
always  be  in  favor  of  the  United  States,  it  is  be- 
lieved that  it  would  greatly  augment  the  revt  i 
of  the  PostOffice  Department,  which,  it  is  tboi,. ,.  . 
might,  at  a  low  estimate,  be  computed  at  not  lesi 
than  $25,000  per  annum.  But  should  such  cal- 
culations fail,  at  all  events,  it  cannot  amount  to 
more  than  two  fifths  of  a  cent  per  head,  compared 
with  the  number  of  the  German  population  latiw 
Union;  a  matter  too  small  to  be  considered. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  lo  be  engrossed, 
and  ihen  r^ad  the  third  lime,  and  passed. 

BOOKS  FOR  MEMBERS. 

Mr.  WINTHROP  asked  leave  to  offer  the  fol- 
lowing resolution; 

Resolved,  That  the  Clerk  of  Uie  Uouse  of  Bepmenlalivas 
be  directed  .to  furnish  to  sucli  menibers  of  tli«  |iiii>fl 
House  of  Represcntalivcs  as  have  not  alreldy  received 
them,  such  books  as  werv  furnished  to  tbe  mcaibcw  sf  Iks 
Twenty  Sixth  and  Twenty-Seven Ul  ConglCMts,  Isi  lnjiil| 
the  fourteenth  volume  ol  Ueglsler  of  Debates,  *sd  Ike  C«». 
gressional  Globe  nnd  Appendix,  published  by  Ulalr  fc  Klwi^ 
provided  that  Uiis  resolution  shall  not  becooiilrued  ts  so- 
thorizc  the  repriuUng  of  any  of  said  books. 

Objections  being  made  by  some, 
Mr.  WINTHROP  moved  a  suspensioo  of  the 
rules. 


<^<^e 


and  nays  on  the  auspension  of  the  rules;  but  a 
sufficient  number  not  rising,  they  were  not  or- 
dered. 

Mr.  WINTHROP  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion; which  was  seconded  by  the  House. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  ordering  the  main  question;  and  de- 
manded tellers  on  the  yeas  and  nays,  who  reported 
— lOyes  20,  noes  125. 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that  there  was  not  a 
sufficient  number  to  order  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  moved  to  lay  the  resolution 
on  the  table;  and  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered.  Mr.  J.  was  proceeding  to 
make  some  remarks,  when  he  was  interrupled  by 
loud  and  frequent  calls  to  order. 

Mr.  CARROLL  begged  leave  to  inquire  if  the 
old  members  had  not  been  furnished  yith  books. 

-Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  said  that  he  had  not;  and 
made  some  other  remarks,  which  were  drowned 
amid  loud  calls  to  order. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  rose  to  make  an  inquiry. 

Mr.  WINTHROP  objected  to  any  inquiry 
whatever. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  said  the  gentleman  did  not 
object  when  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr. 
Carkoll]  made  an  inquiry.  He  desired  to  make 
an  inquiry  as  to  a  matter  of  fact. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  remarks  of  the  gen- 
tleman were  out  of  order.  No  debate  could  be 
entertained. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Indiana,  said  he  wished  to 
know  whether  there  ^en  any  books  on  hand,  or 
'Whether  the  Clerk  would  have  to  purchase  them. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  said  that  there  were  no 
books  on  hand,  and  that  the  Clerk  would  have  to 
purchase  them. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  laying  the  res- 
olution on  the  table;  and  decided  in  the  negative 
— ^ycas  64,  nays  111;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Mtun.  Andenon,  Arrington,  Aihe,  Atkinson, 
Bsk«r,  Barringer,  BeniOD,  BliickMfell,  Boyd,  Aaron  V. 
lirowii,  William  j.  Brown,  Burke,  Bun,  Caldwell,  Camp- 
bell, IttTUbcn  Chapman,  ColeH,Culloni,  Dana,  Daniel,  Dar- 
rah,  Uicliard  D.  Davis,  Dronigoole,  Elmer,  Parlee,  Avnch, 
ltynimGreun,l]ammea,  Hopkins,  Houston,  Ut^ea,  Han- 
gerford,  Janips  B.  Hunt,  Charles  J.  Ingenoll,  (^ve  Jotan- 
son,  Perley  B.  Jolinson,  Andrew  Johnson,  Geoi;gi*  W  Jones, 
Andrew  Kennedy,  Preston  Kins,  Kirkpalrlck,  Lobranche, 
Lucas',  Lyon,  McClelland,  McKay,  Joseph  Morris,  Perion, 
David  8.  Reld,  Redini,  Rlieit,  Bitter,  BussrII,  81.  John, 
Saunders,  Thomas  II.  Seymour,  Tbomas  Smith,  Steenrod, 
John  Stewart,  Tliouipson,  Tucker,  Williams,  Woodward, 
and  Joseph  A.  Wrlglii— 84. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Abbot,  Adams,  Barnard,  James  A.  Black, 
Buwiln,  Brlnkerhoff,  Biodhead,  Uuffinaton,  Shepherd  Cary, 
Carroll,  Catlin,  Causln,  Augustus  A.  Ctaapmnn,  Chappell, 
Chilton.  Clinch,Clingii]au,Cuhb^oltamer,  Garrett  Davis, 
John  W.  Davis,  Dawson,  Dean,  Deberry,  Dellett,  Dickey, 
Dillingham,  Douglas,  Duulap,  Ellis,  Ficklln,  Fish,  Foot, 
Foster,  Giddlngs,  £oggln,  Willis  Green,  Grinnell,  Hale, 
Hamlin,  Harrison,  Harper,  Hays,  Herrlck,  Hoge,  Hubbell, 
Hudson,  Wadtiinetoii  Hunt,  Joseph  K.  iDgeruoll,  Irvin, 
Jameson,  Jcnks,  John  P.  Kennedy,  Daniel  P.  King,  Leon- 
ard, Lumpkin,  Maciay,  Marsh,  Matliews,  McCauslen,  Ue- 
Clemand,  McConnell,  McDowell,  Mcllvaine,  Edward  J. 
Morris,  Morse,  Moseley,  Nes,  Newton,  Norrls,  Owen,  Pat- 
tenon,  Plionli,  Pollock,  Elli^ha  K.  Potter.  Emery  D.  Pot- 
ter, Prati,-Prestnn,  Purdy,  Charles  M.  Reeil,  Uelfe,  Roberts, 
Koblnson,  Rockwell,  Rodney,  Rogers,  Sample,  Sctaeuck, 
HIidell,  Albert  Sinitli,  Caleb  0.  Smith,  Robert  Smith, 
Spence,  Stephens,  Stetson,  Andrew  Stewart,  ^tone, 
Bimng,  Summer,!,  Taylor,  Thomasson,  Tibbatts,  Tllden, 
Tyler,  Vance,  Vinton,  Wethered,  Whcaton,  White,  Win- 
tbrop,  and  Winiam  Wright— 111. 

So  the  resolution  was  not  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SIMONS,  after  the  coll  had  been  called 
through,  asked  leave  to  record  his  name  in  the 
affirmative.  He  was  in  the  House,  but  not  within 
the  bar,  when  his  name  was  calleil. 

The  SPEAKER  said  itwosnotin  order, as  the 
getlemnn  was  not  within  the.  bar  when  his  name 
was  called. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  passage  of 
the  resolution;  and  it  was  decided  in  the  affirm- 
ative. 

Mr.  WINTHROP  moved  a  reconsideration  of 
the  vote  on  the  passage  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and  being 
taken,  resulted — yeas  67,  nays  105. 

So  tlie  vote  was  not  reconsidered. 

KHODB  ISLAND  MEMORIALS. 

Mr.  BURKE,  pursuant  to  notice  heretofore 
given,  moved  the  printing  of  &ve  thousand  extra 
copies  of  the  report  of  the'select  committee  on 
the  Rhode  Island  memorial. 

Objections  were  made  in  various  quarlen. 


therefore  the  resolution  was  not  received. 
EXECUTITE  COMMUNICATIONS. 

The  following  executive  communications  were 
then  presented  to  the  House: 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  trans- 
mitting the  information  called  for  by  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  31st 
January  last,  in  relation  to  the  salaries  and  pav- 
menta  made  to  certain  persons  and  for  certain  ob- 
jects, during  the  years  1M8,  1839,  1840,  1841, 
1842,  and  1843. 

"letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  trans- 
mitting a  report  from  Professor  W.  R.  Johnson, 
of  Philadelphia,  of  a  series  of  experiments  upon 
coal,  made  in  pursuance  of  the.act  of  September 
11,  1841,  making  appropriations  for  the  purchase 
of  naval  ordnance  stores,  and  for  other  purposes. 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
ad  intmin,  transmitting  two  reports,  in  answer  to 
the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  29th  January  last,  relative  to  the  amount  of 
fees  returned  as  received  by  district  attorneys, 
clerks  of  the  district  and  circuit  courts,  and  mar- 
shals of  the  several  districts  of  the  United  States. 

A  letter  from  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury, 
transmitting,  in  conformity  to  the  act  of  the  3d 
March,  18%,  "to  amend  the  several  acts  for  the 
establishment  and  regulation  of  the  Treasury, 
War,  and  Navy  Departments,"  and  of  the  act 
passed  on  the  3d  March,  1817,  "  to  provide  for 
the  prompt  settlement  of  public  accounts,"  a 
statement  of  balances  on  the  books  of  the  Treas- 
ury remaining  due  for  more  than  three  years. 

CHEROKEE  CLAIMANTS. 

A  joint  resolution  for  the  relief  of  certain 
claimants  under  the  Cherokee  treaty  of  1836. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  moved  that  the  resolution 
be  put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  objected,  and  spoke  at  some 
length  against  the  passage  jof  the  resolution. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  explained,  and  defended  it, 
and  concluded  by  moving  the  previous  question 
on  the  third  reading. 

The  previous  question  was  sustained;  and  the 
main  question  was  ordered  to  be  now  put. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded  and  ordered; 
and  being  taken,  were — yeas  105,  nays  50. 

The  resolution  was  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  made  some  observations  in 
favor  of  its  passage. 

Mr.  COBB  moved  the  previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered  to  be  now  pUt,  on  the  pas- 
sage of  the  resolution. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded;  but  they 
were  not  ordered. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

SENATE  BILLS  REFERRED. 

The  following  bills  and  resolutions  from  the 
Senate  were  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  appropriate  committees: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mark  Simpson — to  the 
Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Reeside,  executrix 
of  the  last  will  and  testament  of  James  Reeside, 
deceased — to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads. 

An  act  to  recognize  the  sales  of  public  lands  in 
Louisiana,  and  for  other  purposes — to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Asa  Andrews— to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

An  act  supplementary  to  "  An  act  to  authorize 
the  Secretary  of  Stale  to  liquidate  certain  claims 
therein  mentioned" — to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

An  act  fur  the  payment  of  certain  arrearages 
equitably  due  to  the  Stockbridge  and  Munsee 
nation  of  Indians,  and  for  other  purposes — to  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Walter  S.  Alexander 
and  others — to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

A  resolution  for  the  relief  of  Seth  M.  Leaven- 
wurth-^to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

A  resolution  explanatory  of  an  act  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  payment  of  revolutionary 
and  other  pensioners  of  the  United  States,  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1845— to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  anuMeans. 


position  of  a  lot  of  ground  belonging  to  the  United 
States,  in  the  city  of  Savannab^to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce.  • 

Senate  bill  No.  10  was  taken  up;  the  question 
being  on  agreeing  to  theamendmentof  the  Senate 
to  the  amendments  of  the  House. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

An  act  respecting  the  northern  boundary  of 
the  State  of  Missouri.  Some  amendments  were 
offered  and  adopted;  and  the  bill  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

VALENTINE  OEISET. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Valen- 
tine Geisey ,  deceased ,  were  read  and  concurred  in. 

LAND  CLAIMS. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  * 
the  bill  from  the  Senate  (No.  20)  entitled  "  An 
act  to  provide  for  the  adjustment  of  land  claims 
within  the  States  of  Missouri,  Arkansas,  and 
Louisiana,  and  in  those  parts  of  the  States  of 
Mississippi  and  Alabama  south  of  the  thirty-first 
degree  of  north  latitude,  and  between  the  Missis-  • 
sippi  and  Perdido  rivers;"  the  question  being  on 
the  adoption  of  the  following  amendment  re- 
ported from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
statf  of  th^  Union: 

Add  at  the  end  or  the  first  aeetlon  the  fellowing : 
PnvUtd,  That  nodalm  which,  by  any  act  orCongreis, 
liai  been  heretofore  barred  or  declared  to  b«  null  and  void, 
■hall  be  embraced  witliln  the  provision  of  this  act. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Indiana,  moved  to  amend 
the  amendment  by  adding  a  further  provision. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  concurring  in 
the  amendment  of  the  committee;  and  it  was 
agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time. 

Mr.  SLIDELXi  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  moved  a  call  of  the  House. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  question  being  put  on  seconding  the  call 
for  the  previous  qupstion,  it  was  decided  in  Uie 
negative — ayes  66,  noes  78. 

Mr.  VINTON  addressed  the  House  for  a  short 
time  in  opposition  tothebillandamenament;  but 
the  hour  of  half  past  two  o'clock  arriving,  his 
remarks  were  arrested  by  the  Chair,  and  tb« 
House  took  a  recess  until  four  o'clock. 


EVENING  SESSION. 

At  four  o'clock  the  Speaker  resumed  the  chair. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  was  received  by  the 
hand  of  A.  Dickini,  Esq.,  their  Secretary. 

A  quorum  not  being  nresent, 

Mr.  BRINKERHOFF  moved  a  call  of  tbo 
House. 

This  motion  was  rejected — ayes  26,  noes  27. 

Mr.  BRINKERHOFF  then  moved  that  the 
House  do  now  adjourn. 

The  yeas  and  nay  s  were  demanded  and  ordered ; 
ond  being  taken,  were — yeas  4,  nays  129. 

The  House  i-cfused  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  ADAMS  desired  leave  to  offer  a  resolu- 
tion. 
The  SPEAKER  remarked  that  there  was  a 

?|uestion  before  the  House,  and  the  gentleman 
rom  Ohio  (Mr.  Vikton]  was  entitled  to  the  floor. 
'  Mr.  ADAMS  said  it  was  only  a  resolution  of 
inquiry. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  resolution  could  not 
be  entertained  unless  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
yielded  the  floor;  and  then  only  by  general  eon- 
sent. 

Mr.  VINTON  consented  to  yield  the  floor;  but 
objections  were  made  to  the  reception  of  the  res- 
olution at  this  time. 

Mr.  ADAMS  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  resolution 
was  adopted. 

LAND  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  VINTON  then  rose  and  proceeded  with  his 
remarks  (which  had  been  suspended  during  the 
recess)  in  opposition  to  the  pending  amendment. 

He  was  replied  to  by  Mr.  WHITE,  who  ad- 
vocated the  amendment. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Indiana,  moved  the  previous 
question;  and  made  some  remarks  in  explanation 
of  the  amendment. 


Mr.  BURKE  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table; 
which  was  rcjcciod — ayes  81,  noes  85. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  passage  of 
the  hill;  and  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — 
yeas  86,  nays  84. 

AI>PLIC.\TIO.N  OP  ArPnOPRlATIONS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKA  Y,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  the  Commiilce  of  the  Whole  on  the 
slate  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Hopkins  in  the  cluiir,) 
and  look  up  bill  No.  309,  being  a  bill  to  enable 
the  War  Department  to  apply  certtiin  balances  of 
appro|)riations,  and  for  oilier  jnirpo.ses;  which, 
after  being  considered,  was  Imd  aside,  to  be  le- 
])orled  to  ihe  House. 

CUMBERLAND  KOAD. 

Mr.  HARPER  moved  that  the  committee  take 
up  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  contin- 
uance of  the  Cuniljerland  road  in  ihe  Slates  of 
Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois. 

On  this  motion  tellers  were  called  for;  and 
Messrs.  GnBEN  and  Hahalson  were  appointed. 
The  tellers  reported — ayes  54,  noes  47;  being  less 
than  u  quorum. 

NAVAL  PENSIONS. 

Mr.  McKAY  moved  that  the  committee  take 
up  the  appropriation  bills  on  the  Speaker's  table, 
which  were  entitled  to  precedince. 

A  point  of  order  was  raised,  but  was  overruled 
by  the  Chairman;  and  the  comcniiiee  took  up  the 
bill  making  appropri.uion  for  liaval  pensions, 
which  had  come  back  from  the  Senate  with  some 
amendments. 

The  first  amendment  was  one  making  an  ap- 
propriation of  <^10,0()0,  for  the  relations  of  those 
persons  that  were  lost  in  ilie  Grampus  and  Sea 
Gull. 

Mr.  McKAY  said  he  was  opposed  to  this  ex- 
iienditure;  but  as  the  pensions  had  been  author- 
ized by  law,  it  was  necessary  that  provision 
should  be  made  for  them,  and  liiMice  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means  recoininendod  a 'concur- 
rence with  the  Senate's  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  McKAY  said  there  wvre  various  other 
amendinenls,  wliich  he  would  explain  together, 
to  obviate  a  separate  explanation  as  each  amen-d- 
inent  came  up  for  the  action  of  the  committee. 
He  then  went  into  a  lengthened  explanation;  and 
was  followed  in  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  J.  R 
INGERSOLL.SEYMOURofNewYork.CAU- 
SIN.and  BARNARD. 

Mr.  McKAY  offered  an  amendment  to  the 
second  amendment  of  the  Senate;  which  was 
ndopled. 

Mr.  VANCE  offered  another  amendment  pro- 
viding for  the  payment  to  the  Cherokee  nation  of 
the  amount  due  them  under  ihe  fifth  article  of  the 
treaty;  being  in  payment  for  the  improvements 
upon  the  lands  purchased  from  ilicin  by  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

This  amendni'nt  was  opposed  liy  Messrs.  Mc- 
KAY and  St.  JOHN,  on  Ihe  ground  that  the 
appraisement  of  the  value  of  those  improvements 
was  excc-ssivc,  and  that  a  new  appraisement  had 
been  ordered. 

The  question  ^f  irig  put  on  the  adoption  of  the 
omendiiient,  tellers  were  called  for, and  appointed. 
Tliey  reported — ayes  G7,  noes  58. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MeCLELLAND,  the  fol- 
lowing amcudmeut  was  agreed  to: 

ProviiUil,  Thai  nothing  slialt  be  p.iid  for, any  improve- 
ment wnlinul  llie  liinita  ol'tlie  reserve. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate,  as  amended,  was 
then  adopted. 

Mr.  McKAY  moved  to  reduce  the  third  amend- 
mend  of  the  Striate  from  $27,38«  89  to  $3,992  72, 
it  being  for  inlerest  due  where  the  Government 
was  iiol  aulhorized  to  make  an  investment. 

This  amendment  was  agreed  to;  and  the  amend- 
ment, as  amended,  was  concurred  in. 

The  remaininganiendments  were  concurred  in; 
and  the  bill  was  laid  aside,  to  be  rejioried. 

ABMY  APPROPKIATION  BILL. 

The  committee  then  took  up  the  amendments 
of  ihe  Senate  to  the  Army  appropriation  bill;  and 
after  concurring  in  several  of  tlie  amendments, 
the  following  amendments  were  disagreed  to: 

For  armaiocnt  of  lortilkatloiis,  $100,000. 


Fur  purchase  of  a  lot  of  ground  near  Newport,  Kcntiieky, 
95,000. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  aside,  to  be  reported. 
CIVIL  AND  DIPLOMATIC  BILL. 

The commiitee  then  took  lip  Ihe  Senate's  amend- 
ments to  the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation 
bill;  and  after  concurring  in  several  amendments, 
the  following  amendments  were  disagreed  10: 

.\  proviso  that  U'lien  Ihe  officcof  (;?hief  nl'ilie  Bureaus  of 
Coii>triictloii  iind  Uepnin  niut  of  Provision!*  nnd  Clolhinp 
Khali  be  filled  by  a  capniin  in  the  \:ivy,  the  eunl|K>n!.ntinn 
i»lmll  be  Ihe  ^nnie  as  tlmt  oC  llie  VMW(  of  the  Bitreitu  of 
Navy-Yard:*  and  Uock.^,  .-ind  iipproprialiug  .$),000  fur  j^ 
rears.  ^ 

For  coiiipen.sntlon  of  ihe  ns^l.-.taiit  surgeon  hi  the  ulficu 
of  the  Surgeon  General,  .«fl,tOO. 

I''(»rcoinpensalioa  tolhesuperiaiendeiilof  ihe  Post  Office 
building,  ivvo  ye;ir:».  at  llie  rate  of  5r2jO  per  annum. 

For  sur\'uy>i  of  the  piihlic  Iniidj*,  .^I6-i,000,  instead  of 
^.'i.'t.UOO,  a^  nppropriali-il  by  tlie  Ilnu;;e. 

For  optlU  to  Coiniiiodore  Purler,  a^  resident  tnliiUler  to 
Turkey,  to  bf  paid  to  liii  widow,  §8,000. 

Many  other  amendments  were  acted  upon,  some 
of  which  were  agreed  to,  and  on  others  the  com- 
mittee disagreed. 

The  appropriation  for  lighting  Pennsylvania 
avenue,  in  the  city  of  Washington,  was  not 
agreed  10. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKAY,  an  appropriation 
of  §4,.'>flO  was  introduced  as  an  outfit  fora  charge 
to  lielginm,  .Mr.  Hilliard  being  about  10  return. 

Mr.  PATTERSON  spoke  at  some  length  on 
Ihe  tariff, and  some  kindred  subjects.  The  tariff 
was  a  means  to  collect  revenue  which  iliis  bill 
disbursed;  and  hence  the  appropriateness  of  his 
comments.  After  speaking  some  time,  he  said 
he  was  unwilling  to  consiiine  too  much  of  the 
time  of  the  committee,  al  this  hue  period,  nnd  he 
resumed  his  seat  amidst  loud  cries  of  "  Go  on  I" 

Several  amendments  of  the  Senate,  by  which  it 
was  proposed  to  increase  the  compensation  of  the 
watchmen  in  the  several  Departments,  were  dis- 
agreed to. 

The  item  of  $275,000,  to  purchase  a  hiiildihg 
in  Philadelphia,  formerly  occupied  as  the  United 
Slates  Bank ,  for  a  cusiom-house,  was  disagreed  to. 

The  amendment  in  relation  to  the  Compendium 
of  the  sixih  Census  was  disagreed  to. 

The  committee  then  rose  nnd  reported  the  bills 
which  had  been  acted  upon  to  the  House. 

APPLICATION  OK  APPIlOPIlI ATIOSS. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  HAMMETT,  the  House 
took  up  the  bill  to  authorize  the  War  Department 
to  apply  certain  balances  of  approjiriations,  and 
for  other  purposes;  which  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

ARMY  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKAY,  the  Army  appro- 
priation bill  was  taken  up,  and  the  agreements 
and  disagreements  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
to  the  Senate  amendments  were  concurred  in. 

CIVIL  AND  DIPLOMATIC  BILL. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  McKAY,  the  civil  and  dip- 
lomatic appropriation  bill  was  taken  up,  nnd  the 
agreements  and  disagreemenis  of  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  10  the  Senate  amendinenls  were  con- 
curred in. 

LAND  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  reconsider 
the  vote  in  passing  the  bill  for  the  adjustment  of 
land  titles  in  Arkansas,  Louisiana,  Mississippi, 
and  Mi.ssouri. 

Mr.  WHITE  raised  the  question  whether  the 
motion  was  in  order. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SUMMERS,  (at  half  past 
ten  o'clock,  p.  m.,)  the  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
SatcHdav,  June  15,  1844. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  WOODBURY,  the  reading 
of  the  Journal  was  dispensed  with. 

The  House  bill  making  appropriations  for  cer- 
tain objects  of  expi.Miditure  therein  named,  in  the 
year  ending  30th  of  June,  1844,  v/asrcad  the  third 
lime,  and  passed. 

PETITIONS,  ETC. 
Mr.  FOSTER  presented  the  memorial  of  citi- 
zens of  Pennsylvania,  in  relation  to  changing  the 
law  of  naturalization  to  twenty-one  years,  to  con- 
stitute citizenship  for  aliens.    In  performing  the 


duty  required  of  him — that  of  presenting  the  me- 
morial— he  purposely  abstained  from  committing 
himself  on  the  question.  When  it  came  up  next 
session — as  it  had  been  intimated  it  would — he 
should  be  prepared  to  act  upon  it.  His  fechajs 
were  favorable  to  the  largest  iil>erty  which  formed 
llie  dislingui.ihing  feature  of  our  glorious  institu- 
tions.    The  memorial  was  laid  on  the  laMe. 

Mr.  ARCHER  presented  three  memorials  from 
Pi'iinsy  I  van  in,  asking  for  the  ex  tension  of  the  term 
of  residence  required  by  the  naluralizaiion  laws 
from  five  years  to  tweniy-onc  yeats;  which  wu 
laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  UPHAM  presented  a  petition  from  a  num- 
ber ol'-iiizens  of  Vermont,  in  favor  ofn  new  mail 
route;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Ofiice  and  Post  Roads. 

RKP0KT3  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  from  the  Commiitee  on Clsims, 
reported  back  the  bill  for  the  relief  ofLuiid  Wash- 
ington, and  recommended  its  passage. 

Mr.  SEVIER,  from  the  Commiitee  on  Pensions, 
made  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  Deborah 
Mason,  fur  llie  renewal  of  her  pension. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
back,  without  amendment,  nnd  adversely  to  iheir 
passage,  the  f.illowing  bills  from  the  House: 

All  act  for  the  relii  f  of  John  Edmonson; 

An  net  for  the  relief  of  William  \.  Joyn«s; 

An  act  for  ihe  relief  of  Ilaniinli  Dubois; 

An  act  fir  the  relief  of  George  Singlcy; 

All  aet  for  the  relief  of  James  Crawford; 

All  act  for  the  relief  of  Joiiathan  Bean;  and 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Fitch. 

He  niso,  from  ihe  same  coniiniitee,  reported 
back,  without  amendment,  nnd  wiih  a  reconi me nd- 
ation  that  they  do  pass,  llie  House  bills  entitled 
"An  act  for  ilie  relief  of  .\Mn  Hunter,  the  widow 
of  Robert  Hunter,"  and  "An  act  for  the  benefit 
of  John  Perhnm." 

Mr.  BATES. from  thesame  commiitee, reported 
back,  without  amendment,  and  adverse  to  thtir 
passage,  the  act  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Wilson,  «nd 
the  act  for  the  relief  of  Snruli  Parker,  the  widow 
of  Jonathan  Parker. 

He  also,  from  the  same  commitlcc,  reported 
back,  with  a  recommendation  that  il  be  postponed 
till  the  next  session  of  Congress,  the  Houne  bill 
entitled  "An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  'An  art 
granting  half  pay  nnd  pensions  to  certain  widowt, 
ami  the  several  acts  and  resolutions  amendatory 
of  I  he  same,  and  to  extend  nnd  continue  the  pro- 
visions thereof.'  " 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BATES,  the  Committee  on 
Pensions  were  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  resolution  instructing  the  com- 
mittee to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  transfer- 
ring from  the  State  to  the  War  Deparilhent  such 
of  the  papers  purchased  of  Washiiigtna's  IwirJ 
as  constitute  evidence  of  service  before  the  Com- 
missioner of  Pensions. 

Mr.  EVANS,  from  ihe  Committee  on  Finonre, 
reported  back  wilhoutamendment.and  witharec- 
onimendation  that  it  do  pass,  the  joint  resolution 
10  enable  the  War  Department  to  apply  ctrtsia 
balances  of  appropriation. 

Mr.WRIG  HT,  from  the  Committee  on  Claim", 
reported  back  wiiliout  ninendinenl,andadvef»elf 
to  its  passage,  the  House  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Langlree  &  Jenkins. 

He  also  reported  back,  with  a  recommendsiion 
that  it  do  pass,  the  House  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Lund  Wifsninglon. 

On  motion  oYMr.  CRITTENDEN,  the  Com- 
niiltee  on  Military  Affairs  was  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  all  matters  nferrtd  to 
it,  except  those  of  an  executive  character. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ATHERTON,  ihe  Commit- 
tee on  Pensions  was  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  House  bill  for  therehef  of 
Wilinot  Marsden,  of  Oneida  county.  New  Vork, 
widow  of  George  Marsden,  deceased. 

He  also  reported  back,  without  nmendnient, 
and  with  a  reeominendation  that  they  be  indefi- 
nitely postponed.  House  bill  for  the  relief  of  Nancy 
Wilson,  widow  of  Captain  William  Wilson;  and 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Maria  Osiinnder. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ATHER  TON,  the  Commii- 
tee on  Pensions  was  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  petition  of  Dr.  Samuel  Whiit 
for  a  pension. 

Mr.  BREESE,  from  the  Committee  on  PrivaM 
Land  Claims,  reported  back  wilhoul  ameidiDeni, 
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and  wirh  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass,  House 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Solomon  Sturges,  assignee  of 
Humphrey  Richcreek;  and  House  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  legal  representdtives  of  John  Baker, 
deceased. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BREESE,tha  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims  was  discharged  fropi.  the 
further  consideration  of  House  bills  for  thq  relief 
of  James  Joprney;  and  to  confirm  Antonio  Cheri- 
iio  in  his  claim  to  a  tract  of  land  in  tiie  State  of 
Louisiana. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BREESE,  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims  were  discharged  from  sev- 
eral subjects  pending  before  it,  subjects  not  heard. 

Mr.  WHITE,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  asked  that  the  committee  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  petitions 
and  memorials  on  the  subject  of  the  Cherokee 
Indians,  and  from  all  matters  referred  to  it,  and 
■ot  reported  upon.  Thecommiltee  wasdischarged 
accordingly. 

Mr.  ARCHER  made  the  same  request  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations;  and 
the  committee  was  discharged  accordingly. 

Mr.  WALKER,  from  the  majority  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Public  Lands,  reported  back,  with- 
out amendment,  the  bill  from  the  House  entitled 
"An  act  to  legalize  the  sajes  of  certain  lands  made 
at  the  Chocchuma  and  Columbus  land  offices,  in 
the  State  of  Mississippi." 

0n  motion  of  Mr.  BERRIEN,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary ,  to  whom  had  been  re- 
ferred the  bill  respecting  the  northern  boundary 
of  the  State  of  Missouri,  which  had  been  re- 
turned from  the  House  with  two  amendments, 
reported  the  same  back,  with  a  recommendation 
that  the  Senate  concur  in  the  first,  and  non-con- 
cur in  the  second  amendment;  which  was  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  MERRICK,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  back,  with- 
out amendment,  and  with  a  recommendation  that 
it  do  pass,  the  joint  resolution  from  the  House  to 
make  arrangements  for  the  transmission  of  the 
British  mail  between  Boston  and  Canada,  and  for 
•(her  purposes;  and,  on  his  motion,  the  previous 
orders  of  the.day  were  postponed ,  and  the  above 
was  considered  as  in  the  Committee  .if  the  Whole, 
reported  to  the  Senate,  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BERRIEN,  the  Committee 
oo  the  Judiciary  wasdischarged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  all  matters  pending  before  it  not 
reported  upon. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BAYARD,  the  Committee 
on  Naval  AfiTairs  was  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  all  matters  pending  before  it. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  was'diseharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  all  matters  pending  before  it. 

Mr.  JARNAGIN  made  the  same  motion  with 
reference  to  matters  pending  before  the  Commit- 
tee  on  Revolutionary  Claims;  which  was  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  MERRICK  made  the  same  motion  with 
reference  to  the  Post  Office  Committee. 

Mr.  HENDERSON  made  the  sAne  motion 
with  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Claims. 

The  motions  were  agreed  to. 

KBTRBNCnMBNT  AMD  BEFOBM. 

Mr.  MOREHEAD,  from  the  Committee  on 
Retrenchment,  presented  a  voluminous  report 
from  the  majority  of  the  committee;  and,  indoiag 
so,  observed  that  some  years  ago,  on  his  motion, 
«  new  standing  committee  had  ueen  raised  in  the 
'Senate,  called  the  Committee  on  Retrenchment. 
When  he  submitted  that  resolution,  he  hod  little 
idea- that  he  himself  should  be  honored  with  the 
position  of  chairman  of  the  committee  it  proposed. 
\l'hat  duty,  however,  devolved  upon  him,  and  he 
had  anxiously  endeavored  to  perform  it  He  had 
found  the  subject  intrusted  to  the  committee  one 
of  greater  extent  and  importance  than  he  had 
iaiagibed,  and  involving  unforeseen  difficulties, 
which  it  was  almost  impossible  to  surmount. 
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The  chief  of  thoscdifficulties  arose  out  of  the  im- 
practicability of  obtaining  the  slightest  informa- 
tion from  fhe  officers  of  the  Government  them- 
selves, as  to  materials  for  investigation.  The 
committee,  during  the  whole  time  of  its  sittings, 
had  sought  in  vain  for  tifose  lights  for  reform  and 
retrenchment,  which  it  had  a  right  to  expect.  It 
was  only  from  the  documentary  returi^s  to  Con- 
gress and  the  Blue  Book  that  any  data  for  its  cal- 
culations could  be  derived.  A  great  mass  of 
matter,  however,  had  been  accumulated  and  di- 
gested into  the  order  which  now  constituted  the 
report.  The  tables  accompanying  it  were  labofi- 
ously  collated,  and  required  so  much  time  in  their 
preparation,  that  they  were  not  ready  to  accom- 
pany the  report,  which  had  been  a  month  made 
out,  till  yesterday  evening.  This  would  account 
for  its  presentation  without  any  measure  accom- 
panying it  to  be  acted  upon  this  session.  A  bill 
in  conformity  with  it  was  in  preparation,  but  not 
yet  ready.  It  would,  however,  be  laid  before  the 
Senate  early  next  Session.  He  should  only  de- 
sire, at  present,  to  have  the  report  laid-  on  the 
table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  that  every  Sen- 
ator might  have  an  opportunity  of  examining  the 
subject  for  himself,  and  come  prepared  to  act  upon 
it  next  session. 

Mr.  FULTON,  }s  a  member  of  the  committee, 
felt  thatit  was  due  to  hiroself.— forming,  as  he  did, 
the  minority — to  state  that,  upon  learning  that 
this  report,  which  wan  only  completed  yesterday, 
would  be  presented  to-day,  he  requested  time 
would  be  given  to  him  to  prepare  a  minority  re- 
port to  accompany  it,  which  could  not  be  done 
till  next  session ;  and  that  he  fully  ex_pected  this 
time  would  have  been  allowed. 

Mr.  MOREHEAD  said  the  tables  were  not 
ready  till  yesterday  evening,  but  the  report  had 
been  read  to  the  Seqator  from  Arkansas  some  time 
ago. 

Mr.  EVANS  said  the  report  could  lie  on  the 
table,  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  ALLEN  hoped  the  motion  to  print  would 
not  prevail ;  because,  if  the  report  was  ordered  to 
be  laid  on  the  table,  it  was  desirable  it  should  lie 
there,  that  Senators  could  examine  it,  and  see 
what  it  contained,  before  they  were  called  upon 
to  vote  for printingit. 

Mr.  EVANS.  The  report  need  not  be  sent  to 
the  Printer,  although  ordered  to  be  printed  when 
laid  on  the  table.  It  need  not  go  to  the  Printer 
till  after  the  adjournment. 

Mr.  MOREHEAD  had  no  objection  to  that. 

Mr.  WALKER  believed  theordinary  rule  was, 
if  objection  was  raised,  to  let  the  report  and  order 
lie  on  the  table  one  day.  This  would  bring  it  to 
Monday — quite  time  enough  for  taking  the  vote 
upon  it. 

Mr.  EVANS.    It  may  better  be  done  now. 

Mr.  ALLEN  moved  to  lay  the  pending  motion 
on  the  table. 

It  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  WALKER  now  asked  if  every  motion  of 
the  nature  of  a  resolution  had.not,  under  the  rule, 
to  lie  on  the  table  one  day  i 

Mr.  EVANS  said  it  did  not  apply  to  reports  of 
committees. 

Mr.  WALKER.  Is  not  the  motion  to  ftrint 
obliged  to  be  reduced  to  the  form  of  a  resolution  ? 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON.    It  is  an  order. 

Mr.  WALKER.    I  desire  the  rule  to  be  read. 

The  PRESIDENT  read  the  rule;  which  says 
that  all  resolutions  shall ,  on  being  offered,  lie  over 
one  day,  unless  allowed  to  be  considered  by  gen- 
eral consent. 

Mr.  WALKER.  This  is  appTieable  to  the 
resolution  topriiit.*Now,beforeIcan  voteunder- 
standingly  for  printing  this  voluminous  and  im- 
portant report,  I  desire  to  know  what  it  ia  I  am 
asked  to  vole  for  printing. 

Mr.  ARCHER  hoped  the  question  would  be 
put  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  coneeivedit  was  only  reason- 
able that  tims  should  be  given  to  examine  the 
report. 

The  PRESIDENT  announced  that,  having 
looked  into  the  rules,  it  was  obvious  the  Senator 


from   Mississippi   was  right   as   to  the   report 
having  to  lie  on  the  table  one  day. 

Mr.  EVANS.  The  report  must  lie  on  the 
table;  but  not  the  order  to  print. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  remarked  that  the  very  ob- 
ject of  lay  ing  the  report  on  the  table  was  obviously 
to  enable  Senators  to  ascertain  whether  in  con- 
tained matter  necessary  or  improper  to  print. 
If  tliere  was  nothing  found  in  it  improper  for  the 
Senate  to  print,  the  order  would,  of  course,  be 
given  next  day.  How  could  Senators,  on  the 
eve  of  adjourning,  know  anything  about  the  con-  ' 
tents  of  what  they  were  ordering  to  print,  if  the 
document  is  sent  directly  to  the  printer,  without 
lying  a  single  day  on  the  table  for  examination? 
None  but  a  favored  few  could  anything  about  it 
till  next  session. 

Mr.  EVANS.  It  is  justas  easy  to  let  the  ordec 
to  print  accompany  tlie  motion  to  lay  on  the  table, 
as  to  separate  them,  and  take  the  vote  on  Monday 
to  print. 

The  PRESIDENT  decided  that,  although  the 
report  should  lie  on  the  tfble  one  day,  the  motion 
to  print  <ira8  in  order. 

Mr.  WALKER.  If  that  be  the  rule,  it  is  cer- 
tainly a  very  extraordinary  one.  The  report  ia 
to  lie  on  the  table  one  day.  It  is  there  by  the 
rule.  How  is  it  to  be  got  up  for  the  motion  to 
print,  till  called  up  next  day  ? 

The  PRESIDENT  said  there  was  no  moUon 
to  tiike  it  up.  It  was  a  motion  to  print  a  certified 
copy  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  WALKER.  Then,  if  I  am  to  vote  for  tho 
printing,  I  desire  the  report  to  be  read,  that  I  may 
know  what  I  am  voting  about. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  thought  they  might  as  well 
decide  the  question  now  as  at  any  other  time.  He 
was  glad  the  Committee  on  Retrenchment  had, 
at  last,  made  its  long-anticipated  report.  That 
committee  was  formed  at  the  commencement  of 
the  extra  session,  immediately  succeeding  the 
election  of  Greneral  Harrison  to  the  Presidency. 
It  was  formed  amidst  a  flourish  of  trumpets  for 
investigating  lind  bringing  to  light  the  manifold 
abuses  of  Uie  preceding  Administration.  The 
country  was  promised,  and  expected,  that  the 
committee  would  unfold  these  manifold  abuaes. 
And  now,  after  a  three  years'  incubation,  to  and  ' 
behold !  we  have  a  report  tardily  brought  forward 
into  the  Senate,  on  the  last  day  but  one  ot  the 
session,  without  one  practical  proposition  to  be 
acted u]K>n, and  containing  nothing  butold,  thread- 
bare, and  worn-out  disquisitions  about  Govern- 
ment patronage.  He  was  willing  to  let  his  friend 
from  Kentucky  get  rid  of  his  profitless  incubation. 
He  did  not  wonder  at  his  friend  getting  tired  of 
it  at  the  end  of  three  years,  finding  that  no  per- 
son had  been  able  to  lay  his  hand  on  a  single 
item  in  the  conduct  of  the  late  Administration, 
upon  which  a  specific  charge,  or  the  shadow  of  a 
charge,  could  be  grounded.  Let  the  Senator 
have  as  many  copies  of  this  report  printecl  aa  Ke 
pleased. 

Mr.  MOREHEAD  recapitulated  what  he  had 
before  said ,  and  described  tne  uneenaing  labors  of 
the  committee  to  produce  a  report  worthy  of  the 
subject;  but  lamented  the  obstacles  which  had  to 
be  encountered  in  every  attempt  at  eliciting  in- 
formation from  the  Departments.  He  repudiated 
all  secondary  or  political  purposes  in  pursuing 
this  subject — hismotives.aa  he  had  at  the  thresh- 
old announced  to  the  committee,  being  purely  to 
promote  that  reform  which  he  believed  had  beea 
called  for,  and  which  he  subsequently  found  was 
demanded  to  an  extent  for  beyond  anything  he 
could  have  supposed. 

Mr.  WALKER  observed  that,  if  this  motion 
was  to  prevail,  when  entered  on  the  Journal  it 
should  undoubtedly  be  in  some  such  words  as 
these:  "  on  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky, 
it  was  resolved  that  the  report  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  Senate."  It  must  be  a  resolution;  and 
the  rule  says  all  resolutions,  on  their  introduction, 
must  lie  over  one  day.  It  was  not  to  be  under- 
stood that  he  objected  to  the  printing,  provided  ha 
had  time  to  examine  what  it  was  he  was  asked 
to  vote  for. 
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an  order,  not  a  resolution,  to  print.  The  Senate, 
whfn  it  commands,  expresses  its  command  as  an 
order;  but  facts,  principles,  ils  own  opinions  and 
purposes,  are  expressed  in  the  form  of  resolu- 
tions. 

Mr.  RICRRIEN  rose  to  a  question  of  order, 
whether  ilie  lime  of  the  Senate  could  be  lost  in 
discussion.  He  understood  the  Chair  had  de- 
cided.    Was  there  an  app<"al  pending.' 

Mr.  WALKER  did  not  mean  to  appeal.  The 
Senator  from  Georgia  would  more  appropriately 
have  administered  his  rebuke  to  those  who  had, 
on  the  last  day  of  the  session,  in  the  midsl,of  un- 
finished busine-s.i,  when  every  moment  was  of  the 
•utmost  consequence  to  the  country,  introduced 
ihi.s  topic  to  the  consideration  of  the  Senate,  with- 
out any  practical  measure  calling  for  action,  and 
in  a  manner  pertinaciously  provoking  and  de- 
manding debate.  At  such  an  hour,  and  such  a 
period,  the  rebuke  of  the  Senator  from  Georgia,  if 
admini.stered  irj  justice,  should  have  been  leveled 
at  the  chairman  of  the  Retrenchment  Committee, 
when  he  was  making  his  two  elaborate  speeches 
on  this  subject.  It  seems  this  is  a  most  import- 
ant document,  and  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  is 
at  great  pains  to  give  the  assurance  that  it  is  not 
prepared  for  electioneering  purposes.  Now,  who, 
in  this  discussion,  ever  said  or  intimated  that  it 
was.'  Who  said  such  was  his  object.'  Nobody 
had.  But  although  his  motives  might  boas  pure 
as  the  driven  snow,  yet  was  it  not  manifest,  that 
oven  thoagh  it  might  not  be, and  was  not  intended 
to  be,  an  electioneering  report,  it  would  be  used 
as  a  traveling  document  at  the  presidential  elec- 
tion, in  support  of  allegations  and  principles  on 
one  side  of  the  contest,  and  endeavors  to  prostrate 
and  overthrow  the  opinions  supposed  to  be  as- 
sumed by  the  other  side?  Could  the  Senator 
prevent  it  from  being  used  as  a  party  document.' 
Now,  he  really  thought,  under  all  the  circum- 
Btances,  that,  in  common  fairness  and  courtesy, 
this  document  ought  not  to  be  printed  till  the  mi- 
nority of  the  committee  had  time  to  prepare  the 
counter  report,  which  should  accompany  it.  To 
spring  it  now  upon  the  Senate,  at  a  moment  when 
there  was  no  possibility  of  either  examining  or 
discussing  the  subject,  fully  justified  the  protest 
which  he  now  made  against  the  violation  of  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  the  minority. 

Mr.  MOREHEAD  denied  altogether  that  there 
was  any  such  purpose  as  that  hirited  at,  in  delay- 
ing this  report  to  the  last  day  of  the  session.  The 
delay  was  unavoidable,  and  was  occasioned  by 
not  being  able  to  procure  the  tables  till  yesterday. 
The  Senator  from  Arkansas  had  heard  the  report 
read  a  month  ago,  when  it  was  ready  if  the  tablea 
iiad  been  ready. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  hoped,  as  there  could  b*e  no  ne- 
cessity for  taking  the  vote  to-day,  that  the  Sen-' 
ator  would  consent  to  let  the  question  lie  over  till 
Montlay.  The  rule  says  it  lies  on  the  table  one 
day.  Then,  if  it  lies  on  the  table,  it  cannot  be 
before  the  Sunate  on  a  motion  to  print. 

The  PRESIDENT  said  it  was  in  order  to  make 
ihe  motion  to  print. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  asked  if  the  report,  in  parlia- 
nienlary  language,  could  be  before  the  Senate  and 
on  the  table  at  th»same  time.' 

The  PRESIDENT  said  the  printing  was  un- 
derstood to  be  for  the  use  of  the  Senate — for  the 
greater  facility  of  enabling  Senators  to  see  what 
were  the  contents  of  the  report. 

Mr.  ALLEN  did  not  doubt  that  the  matter 
ought  to  be  printed.  He  shoulii,  at  the  proper 
time,  vote  for  it.  The  only  difficulty  with  him 
wos  ns  to  the  propriety  of  doing  so  now;  which 
could  be  all  removed  by  letting  it  lie  over  til! 
Monday.  Kor  many  reasons,  it  would  be  better 
then  than  now.  At  any  other  time  it  might  not 
be  of  so  much  consequence  to  enforce  the  rule  of 
laying  the  report  on  the  table  one  day;  but,  under 
the  present  circumstances,  that  was  indispensable 
if  Senators  were  to  have  any  opportunity  at  all  of 
looking  into  it  before  next  session;  for,  if  not  on 
the  tjible  to  examine  to-morrow,  there  would  not 
be  another  day  of  the  present  session  for  the  pur- 
pose. There  may  be  matters  in  it  which,  accord- 
ing to  the  judgment  of  some,  ought  to  be  cor- 
rected before  printing,  or  something  might  be  left 
out  which  ought  be  iniserted;  otherwise,  it  might 
be  calculated  to  produce  an  erroneous  or  improper 
impression  on  the  public  mind. 

Mr.  FULTON,  in  justice  to  the  chairman  of 


report  to  him  three  or  four  weeks  back;  but,  as 
he  slated,  without  the  tables.  He  had  no  idea, 
however,  that  the  report  would  be  presented  this 
sessibn,  particularly  as  he  had  expressed  his  de- 
sire to  have  time  to  make  a  minority  report,  to 
accompany  it.  He  should  also  do  the  chairman 
the  justie*  to  say  lliut  he  did,  on  entering  upon 
his  duties,  announce  his  desire  of  pursuing  this 
investigation  for  the  good  of  the  couiflry.  Last 
session  the  committee  had  made  considerable  prog- 
ress in  collecting  materials,  when  the  bill  came 
before  it,  which  it  endeat'ored  to  make  more  per- 
fect by  amendment.  This  session,  the  chairman 
had  Uiken'all  the  labor  on  himself  of  preparing 
this  report,  and  when  it  was  read  to  him,  (Mr. 
F.,)  many  points  of  it  were  discussed.  Until 
this  morning,  he  had  understood  it  was  not  to  be 
presented  until  next  session,  by  which  time  his 
minority  report  would  be  ready. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  suggested  that,  in  order  to 

Erint  the  majority  report,  an  amendment  should 
e  made,  to  the  effect  that  when  the  minority  re- 
port is  presented,  it  shall  also  be  printed. 

Af\er  some  brief  discussion,  this  amendment 
was  adopted ;  and  the  report  was  laid  on  the  table, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  ARCHER  submitted  a  resolution  to  print 
twenty  thousand  extra  copies' of  the  report;  but 
desired  it  to  lie  on  the  table  until  Monday. 

SUBMAKI.NE  TELESCOPE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BAYARD,  the  previous 
orders  were  suspended,  and  the  House  bill  to 
test  the  utility  of  the  submarine  telescope  was 
taken  up,  considered,  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

MARINE  HOSPITAL  AT  CLEVELAND. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BATES,  the  memorial  of 
the  corporate  authorities  of  CleveUnd,  praying 
an  api>ropriation  for  the  erection  of  a  marine  hos- 
pital at  that  place,  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

FRAUDS  ON  THE  REVENUE. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  BARROW,  it  was  ' 
Rttotvtd,  Ttinl  the  Socrclary  of  itic  Treasury  be  directed 
to  iiiforin  the  Senate  why  he  lias  not  answered  the  reitolu- 
tioii  of  Che  Senate;  calliniE  for  InfortnatioQ  coiiceming  the 
regulations  made  Htnce  184'2,  tiy  the  Trnaaury  Department, 
to  prevent  frauds  upon  revenue,  by  the  iinporteraor  foreign 
sugar  and  luutasscs. 

COMMERCIAL  STATISTICS. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  said  that,  some  time  ago, 
he  had  submitled  a  joint  resolution,  now  on  the 
table,  in  relation  to  commercial  statistics;  and, 
with  the  leave  of  the  Senate,  he  should  now  sub- 
mit, and  ask  its  adoption,  a  resolution  referring 
that  joint  resolution  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Trea.sury,  to  whom  had  been 
referred  the  proposition  of  the  House  concerning 
the  establishment  of  a  bureau  of  statistics.  The 
resolution,  as  follows,  was  adopted: 

Resolved^  Tlint  tlie  joint  resolution  providing  for  addi- 
tional items  in  the  coraincrelal  statistics  be  relWred  to  the 
Sfcrelnry  of  Ihe  Trpacury  fur  examination  into  the  lUllily 
of  the  proponed  cliangcG,  and  to  report  tkereon  at  Uic  next 
tension. 

LAND  HAPS. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE  submitted  the  following 
resolution;  which  was  adopted: 

RpM/rerf,  That  the  manuscript  maps  now  In  the  com- 
mlltee-rooni  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  oricinally 
Intended  to  exhibit  ihe  several  land  districts  of  the  unitell 
8laies,  and  heretofore  furnished  to  tlie  said  committee  for 
its  use,  be  delivered  to  the  Commisisioner  of  tlio  General 
Land  Office ;  and  that  said  Commissiimer  be  directed  to 
cause  the  same  to  be  com[>leted,  so  far  as  the  public  sur- 
veys have  progressed  since  the  same  were  prep.ired  ;  that 
the  boundaries  of  each  land  district  and  Stale,  in  which 
such  districts  rrspectively  may  be  estnbliahed,  be  protracted 
and  laid  down  thereon  ;  and  that  the  same,  or  such  new 
ones  may  be  necessary,  In  order  that  all  land  districts,  as 
they  were  by  law  to  exist,  may  be  properly  exhibited,  be 
caused  by  the  sold  Commissioner  In  be  returned  to  the 
comnilttee-r04im,  so  rorrccled  and  finished,  or  made,  prior 
to  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

NATIONAL  BaUNDARY. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE  submitted  the  following; 
which  was  adopted: 

ResolvcJ,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  he  directed  to 
cause  to  be  prcpare<l,  and  to  transmit  to  the  (iovernor  of 
Michigan,  for  the  use  uf  said  State,  an  authenticated  chart, 
with  such  field  iiou-s,  or  other  iiMMiioranda,  as  may  be 
necessary,  to  exhibit  the  location  ol  the  national  boundary 
of  tlie  United  Slates,  so  far  as  Uicsarneconstllutea  also  the 
boundary  of  Miclit);au. 

Be  it  furl  luT  resolved.  That  the  said  Secretary  transmit, 
03  ofuresaid,  such  aUdiUoaal  number  uf  said  charts,  duly 


each  county  of  said  State  liorderina  upon  the  i,aid  nauotu] 
boundary,  with  one  copy,  to  be  depr>silpd  respectively  In 
the  highest  court  of  record '  thereof,  for  the  lue  of  tht 
authorities  and  people  Uiereof. 

AMENDMENT  OF  TUB  CONSTITCTKW. 

Mr.  BENTON  asked  the  leave  for  whi«h  he 
had  given  notice  on  Wednesday,  to  brirtg  in  a 
joint  resolution  for  the  amendment  of  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  Slates  in  relation  to  the  elec- 
tion of  President  and  Vice  President;  luid  prefaced 
his  motion  with  an  exposition  ofth(  principle  and 
details  of  the  amendment  which  he  proposed  to 
offci:.  ,Thiaexposition,  referring  to  a  speech  which 
he  hat]  made  in  the  year  18:24,  and  reproducing  it 
for  the  present  occasion,  can  only  be  analyzea  io 
this  brief  notice. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  found  himself  in  a  position  to 
commence  most  of  his  speeches  with  "  Ivml^ 
ytars  ago  .'" — a  commencement  rather  equivocal, 
and  liable  to  different  interpretation!  in  the  minds 
of  different  persons;  for,  while  he  might  supnoM 
himself  to  be  displaying  sagacity  and  foresight  in 
finding  a  medicine  tor  the  cure  of  the  present  dis- 
orders of  the  State  in  the  remedies  of  prevention 
which  he  had  proposed  long  since,  yet  others 
might  understand  him  in  a  different  character,  and 
consider  him  as  belongingto  the  category  of  thoM 
who,  in  thatlong  time,  hall  learned  notliing and  had 
forgotten  nothing.  So  it  might  be  now;  for  he  was 
cnueavoring  to  revive  a  proposition  which  he  had 
made  exactly  twenty  years  before,  and  fqr  the 
revival  of  which  he  deemed  the  present  limt  emi- 
nently propitious.  The  body-politic  was  now 
sick,  and  the  patient,  in  bis  agony,  might  take  the 
medicine  as  a  cure,  which  he  refused,  when  well, 
to  take  as  a  preventive. 

Mr.  B.  then  proceeded  to  state  the  object  aad 
principle  of  the  amendment,  which  was  to  dispense 
with  all  intermediate  bodies  in  the  election  of 
President  and  Vice  President,  and  to  keep  t£e 
election  wholly  in  the  hands  of  the  people;  and  to 
do  this  by  giving  them  a  direct  vote  for  the  man 
of  their  clioice,  and  holding  a  second  election  be- 
tween tlie  two  highest,  in  tlie  event  of  a  failareio 
the  first  election  to  give  a  majority  to  any  one. 
This  was  to  do  away  with  the  machinery  of  all 
intermediate  bodies  to  .guide,  control,  or  defeat 
the  popular  choice;  whetlieraCoitgress  caucus  at 
a  national  convention  to  dictate  the  selection  of 
candidates,  or  a  body  of  electors  to  receive  and 
deliver  their  votes,  or  a  House  of  Representatives 
to  sanction  or  frustrate  their  choice. 

Mr.  B.  spoke  warmly  and  decidedly  in  favor  of 
the  principle  of  his  proposition,  assuming  it  aa  > 
fundamental  truth  to  which  there  was  no  excep- 
tion, that  liberty  would  be  ruined  by  providing  a*f 
kind  of  substitute  for  popular  election;  asaertin" 
that  all  elections  would  degencralc  into  fraud  and 
violence  if  any  intermediate  body  %vas  established 
between  the  voters  and  the  object  of  their  choice, 
and  placed  in  a  condition  to  be  able  to  control, 
betray,  or  defeat  that  choice.  This  fundamental 
truth  he  supported  upon  arguments  drawn  bom 
the  philosophy  of  government  and  the  nature  of 
man,  and  illustrated  by  examples  taken  from  the 
history  of  all  elective  Governments  which  had 
ever  existed.  He  showed  that  it  was  the  law  of 
the  few  to  disregard  the  will  of  the  many,  when 
they  got  power  into  their  hni^ds;  and  that  tibertjr 
had  been  deslmycd  wherever  intermediate  bodie* 
obtained  the  direction  of  the  popular  will.  He 
quoted  a  vast  number  of  Governments,  both  an- 
cient and  nfodern,  as  illustrations  of  this  tnitb; 
and  referred  to  the  period  ofdirect  voting  in  Greeca 
and  in  Rome  as  the  grand  and  glorious  period* 
of  popular  government,  when  the  unfettered  will 
of  the  people  annually  brought  forward  the  men 
oflheir  own  choice  to  administer  their  own  affairs, 
and  when  those  people  went  on  advancing  from 
year  to  year,  ana  produced  everything  great  in 
arts  and  in  arn>s,  in  public  and  in  private  life; 
which  then  exalted  them  to  the  skies,  and  aiitl 
mokes  them  fixed  stars  in  the  firmament  of  na- 
tions. He  believed  in  the  capacity  of  the  people 
for  self-government;  bnt  they  must  have  fair  plur 
— fair  play  at  tlie  elections,  on  which  all  depentl- 
ed;  and  for  that  purpose  s{iould  be  free  from  the 
control  of  any  intermediate,  irresponsible  bodf 
of  men. 

At  present,  the  will  of  the  people  waa  liable  to 
be  frustrated  in  the  election  of  their  chief  officers, 
(and  that  at  no  less  ^an  three  different  stages  oc 
the  canvass,)  by  the  interveutiuu  of  araaJl  bodies 


cJioice.  First,  al  the  beginningor  the  process, in 
the  nomination  or  selcciion '  of  candidates.  A 
Congress  caucus  formerly  governed, and  n  national 
uow  govern  and  control  that  nomination;  and 
never  failj  when  they  choose,  to  find  pretexts  for 
substituting  their  own  will  for  that  of  the  people. 
Then  a  body  of  electors,  to  receive  and  hold  the 
electoral  votes,  and, who,  it  cannot  be  doubted, 
-will  soon  be  expert  enough  to  find  reasons  for  a 
similar  substitijtion.  Then  the  House  of  Eepre- 
Rentalives  may  come  in  at  the  conclusion,  to  do 
aa  they  have  done  heretofore,  and  set  the  will  of 
the  people  at  absolute  defiance.  The  remedy  for 
uil  this  IS  the  dfrect  vote,  and  a  second  election 
between  the  two  higliest,  if  the  first  one  failed. 
This  would  operate  fairly  and  rightfully.  No 
matter  how  many  candidates  then  appeared  in  the 
field.  If  any  one  obtained  a  majo/ity  of  the  whale 
number  of  votes,  the  popular  principle  was  satis- 
iied;  the  majority  had  prevailed,  and  acquiesence 
was  the  part  of  the  minority.  If  no  one  obtained 
the  majority,  then  the  first  election  an8w«red  the 
purpose  of  a  nomination — a  real  nomination  by 
the  people ;  and  a  second  election  between  the  two 
highest  would  give  effea  to  the  real  will  of  the 
people. 

Mr.  B.  then  exposed  the  detaihi  of  hn  proposed 
amendmeifl,  as  contained  in  the  joint  resolution 
which  he  intended  to  offer.  The^lan  of  election 
contained  in  that  resolution  was  the  work  of 
eminent  men— of  Mr.  Macou,  Mr.  Van  Buren, 
Mr.  Hugh  L.  White,  Mr.  Findlay  of  Penn- 
nylvania.  Mr.  Dickerson  of  New  Jersey,  Mr. 
Holmes,  Mr.  Hayne,  and  Mr.  R.  M.  Johnson, 
and  was  received  with  great  favor  by  the  Senate 
and  the  country  at  the  time  it  was  reported. 
Subsequent  experience  sliould  make  it  still  more 
acceptable,  and  entitle  its  details  to  a  careful  and 
indulgent  eonsideration  from  the  people  whose 
rights  And  welfare  it  is  intended  to  preserve  and 
promote. 

The  detail  of  the  plan  is  to  divide  the  States 
into  Uistricts;  the  people  to  vote  direct  in  each 
district  fyr  the  candidate  they  prefer;  the  candi- 
date haviag  the  highest  vote  tor  President  to  re- 
ceive the  vote  of  the  district  for  such  oJEce,  and 
to  couBt«ne.  If  any  candidate  receives  the  major- 
ity of  the  whole  Humbor  of  districts,  such  person 
to  be  elected ;  if  no  oae  receives  «ach  tnajarity , 
tlie  election  to  be  held  overagain  between  the  two 
highest.  Toaffor4time forthesedouble elections, 
when  they  become  necessary,  the  first  one  is  pro- 
posed to  be  held  in  the  month  of  August — at  a 
time  to  which  many  of  the  State  elections  now 
conform,  an4  to  which  all  may  be  node  to  con- 
form— and  to  be  held  on  the  same  days  through- 
out the  Union.  To  receive  the  retuais  of  such 
elections,  the  Congress  is  required  to  be  in  ses- 
sion, on  the  years  of  such  elections,  in  tlie  month 
of  October;  and  if  a  second  election  becomes  ne- 
cessary, it  will  be  held  in  December.  Two  days 
are  proposed  for  the  first  election,  because  most 
of  tne  State  elections  continue  two  days:  one  day 
alone  ia  allowed  for  the  second  election,  it  being 
airtief  issue  between  two  candidates.  To  provide 
for  the  possibility  of  remote  and  most  improbable 
contingencies,  that  Of  an  cqualitrof  votes  between 
the  two  candidates — a  thing  which  cannot  occur 
where  the  whole  nuaber  of  votes  is  odd,  and  ia 
utterly  improbable  when  they  are  even — and  to 
keep  the  elcctioa  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, while  preserving  the  nriaciple  whick  should 
I>revail  in  elections  by  the  House  of  Repr^jenta- 
tives,  it  is  provided  that  the  candidate,  in  case  of 
sach  equality,  having  the  majority  of  votes  in  the 
majority  of  the  States,  shall  be  the  person  elected 
President.  To  provide  against  the  possibility  of 
another  almost  impossible  contingency,  (that  of 
more  than  twa  candidates  having  the  highest,  and 
of  course  the  same  number  of  votes  in  the  first 
election,  by  an  equality  of  votes  between  several,) 
the  proposed  amendment  is  so  worded  as  to  let 
i>ll-<hatis,aU  having  the  two  highest  number  of 
votes — go  ^fore  the  people  at  the  second  election . 

Such  are  the  details  for  the  election  of  Presi- 
dent; they  are  the  same  for  that  of  Vice  Presi- 
dent, with  the  single  exception  that,  when  the  first 
election  should  have  been  eflfective  for  the  election 
of  President,  and  not  «o  for  Vice  President,  then, 
to  save  the  trouble  of  a  second  election  for  the 
secondary  office  only,  the  present  provision  of  the 
Constitution  should  pi«VBd,andtke  Senatechoose 
between  the  two  highest. 


and  of  the  details  of  the  plan  he  proposed,  Mr. 
B.  went  on  to  spenk  at  large  in  favor  of  its  efficacy 
and  practicability  in  preserving  the  rights  of  the 
people,  maintaining  the  purity  of  elections,  pre- 
venting intrigue,  fraud,  and  treachery,  cither  in 
guiding  or  defeating  the  choice  of  the  people;  and 
securing  to  our  free  institutions  a  chance  for  a 
prolonged  and  virtuous  existence. 

He  had  never  attended  a  nominating  caucus  or 
convention,  and  never  intended  to  attend  one. 
He  had  seen  the  last  Congress  caucus  in  1824, 
and  never  wished  to  see  another,  or  hear  of  an- 
other; he  had  seen  the  national  convention  of 
1844,  and  never  wished  to  see  another.  He  should 
support  the  nominations  of  the  last  convention; 
but  ne  hoped  to  see  such  conventions  rendered 
unnecessary  before  the  recurrence  of  another  pres- 
idential election. 

Mr.  B.,  after  an  extended  argument,  concluded 
with  on  appeal  to  the  Senate  to  favor  his  propo- 
sition, and  send  it  to^e  country.  His  only  object 
at  present  was  to  lay  it  before  the  country:  the 
session  was  too  far  advanced  to  expect  action  upon 
it.  There  were  two  modes  to  amend  the  Consti- 
tution— one  by  Congress  proposing.nnd  two  thirds 
of  the  State  Legislatures  adopting,  tiie  amend- 
ment; the  other  by  a  national  convention  called 
by  Congress  for  the  purpose.  Mr.  B.  began 
.with  the  first  mode:  he  might  end  with  the  sec- 
ond. 

Disclaiming  everything  temporary  or  invidious 
in  this  attempt  to  amend  the  Constitution  in  an 
important  point — referring  to  his  labors  twenty 
years  ago  for  the  elucidation  of  his  motives;  de- 
spising all  pursuit  after  office,  high  or  low;  detest- 
ing alfcircumvention,  intrigue,  and  management; 
anxious  to  restore  our  elections  to  their  pristine 
purity  anddignity;  and  believing  the  whole  body 
of  the  people  to  be  the  only  safe  and  pure  author- 
ity for  the  selection  as  well  as  election  of  the  first 
officers  of  the  RepubliCf-he  confidently  submitted 
his  proposition  to  the  Senate  and  the  people,  and 
asked  for  it  the  indulgent  consideration  which  was 
due  to  the  gravity  and  the  magnitude  of  the  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  6.  then  offered  his  amendment,  which  was 
unanimously  received,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  following  is  the  copy  ot  this  important 
proposition: 

Rewivtd  &y  the  Senate  and  Howe  of  RepreeeutaHves  of 
tkt  UnUed  Slatet  of  America  in  Conrrest  auemUUd^  Iwo 
tUriiofhoO^HoiiMetamcmring,  Thatuie  following  amend- 
ment to  the  ConsUnuloa  of  the  United  atates  be  proposed 
to  the  LefElslatanea  of  the  several  States,  which,  when 
ratlfled  by  ihe  LegUlatares  of  three  fouitlia  of  the  States, 
shall  be  valid,  to  all  Jatenu  and  purposes,  aa  part  of  the 
Constitution : 

Tiuu  Hereafter  tba  Prealdent  and  Vice  President  of  the 
United  Stales  ahall  be  chosen  by  tlie  people  of  the  respect- 
ive Sutes,  In  the  manner  following:  each  State  shall  be 
divided,  by  the  Legislature  thereof,  into  districts,  equal  in 
number  to  the  whole  number  of  Senators  and  Bepresenta- 
tlves  to  which  such  Sute  may  be  entitled  la  the  Ooagress 
of  the  United  States  :.the  said  dlsu-lesi  to  be  composed  of 
contiguous  territory,  and  to  contain,  as  nearly  aa  may  be. 
an  equal  numlier  of  persons,  entitled  to  be  representea 
under  the  Ooostlratlon,  and  to  be  laid  off,  for  the  lirst  time. 
Immediately  afwr  Ihe  ratification  of  this  amendment,  and 
aflerwarda,  at  the  session  of  the  Legislature  next  ensuing 
Ihe  apportionment  of  Representatives  by  the  Congress  or 
the  United  States ;  that,  on  the  first  Thursday  In  August, 
la  the  year  1B48,  and  on  the  same  day  every  fourth  year 
thereafter,  the  citizens  of  each  State  who  possess  the  qual- 
ifications requisite  for  electors  of  Uie  most  numerous bruicb 
of  the  Slate  Legislatures,  shall  meet  within  their  respective 
districts,  and  vote  for  a  President  and  WIce  President  of 
the  United  Slates,  oae  of  wham,  at  least,  shall  not  be  an 
inbabilantof  the  same  State  with  themselves ;  and  the  per- 
son receiving  the  greatest  number  of  votes  for  President, 
and  the  one  reeelvfitg  the.  greatest  number  of  votes  for  Vice 
President  In  each  district,  shall  be  holden  to  have  received 
one  vote ;  which  fact  shall  lie  immediately  certified  by  the 
Goveraor  of  the  State  to  each  of  the  Senators  In  Congress 
fh>m  such  Slate,  and  to  the  Prealdent  of  the  Senate  and  the 
Speaker  of  Ibe  House  of  Representatives.  The  Congress 
of  Ihe  United  States  sliall  be  in  aessloa  oa  the  second  Mon- 
day In  October,  In  the'  year  1849,  and  on  Ihe  aame  day 
oa  every  fourth  yetur  thereafter;  and  Ibe  President  of  the 
Senate,  in  the  preseaee  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rep- 
xesentaUves,  shall  open  all  the  certificates,  and  -the  votes 
shall  then  be  counted.  The  person  having  the  greatest 
namber  of  votes  for  President,  shall  be  President,  If  such 
na  mber  be  oqaal  to  a  majority  of  the  whole  namber  of  votes 
given ;  but  If  no  person  nave  such  majarlqr,  then  a  second 
election  shall  be  held  on  the  first  Thursday  in  the  month 
of  December  then  next  ensuing,  between  the  persons  hav- 
ing the  two  highest  numbers  for  the  offlee  of  President ; 
which  second  election  shall  be  condueud,  the  reauli  cer- 
tified, the  votes  counted,  In  the  same  manner  as  In  the 
tirat;  aad  the  person  ha|Ug  the  gieaust  namber  of  votes 
for  President,  shall  be  President.  But,  if  two  or  more  per- 
sons shall  have  raeelved  tlie  greatest,  and  an  equal  number 
of  votes,  at  Ihe  second  election,  then  the  person  who  shall 
have  received  the  greatest  i^uialwt  9f  votei  In  the  greateat 


the  greatest  number  of  votes  forVlce  President,  at  the  first 
election,  shall  be  Vice  President,  if  such  number  be  equal 
to  a  majority  of  the  whole  numbr?r  of  votes  glvrn ;  nnd,  if 
no  person  have  such  majority,  then  a  second  election  shall 
take  place  l>etween  the  persons  having  the  two  highest 
•numbers,  on  Uic  same  day  that  the  second  elrction  Is  held 
for  Prcsliient ;  and  the  persqp  having  the  highest  number 
of  votes  for  Vice  President,  shall  be  Vice  President.  But 
if  there  should  happen  to  be  au  equality  of  votes  between 
the  persons  so  voted  for  at  tlie  secHid  election,  then  the 
person  havine  the  greatest  number  of  votes  in  the  greatest 
number  of  States,  shall  be  Vice  President  But  when  a 
second  election  shall  be  nccessfLry  In  the  case  of  Vice  Prea- 
ldent, and  not  necessary  in  the  case  orPresident,  tlien  the 
Senate  shall  choose  a  Vice  President  from  the  peoiona 
having  the  two  highest  numbers  in  Ibe  first  election,  as  ia 
now  prescribed  in  the  Constitution. 

WILLIAM  P.  ZANTZIMOER. 

Mr.TAPPAN  suggested  the  propriety  of  taking 
up  the  general  orders, and  acting  upon  all  matters 
not  leading  to  debate,  and  all  the  Senate  bills 
which  were  necessary  to  be  acted  upon. 

The  PRESIDENT  said  that  was  the  motion 
pending.  . 

On  motio;i  of  Mr.  BAYARD,  the  previous 
orders  were  postponed;  and  the  Senate  took  up 
for  consideration,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
the  joint  resolution  authorizing^  the  accounting 
officers  of  the  Treasury  to  audit  and  settle  the 
accounts  of  William  P.2anlzinger,who  lost  naval 
stores  during  the  chase  of  the  Hornet,  in  the  last 
war. 

The  resolution  was  considered,  reported  to  the 
Senate,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 
TERRITORIAL  BILL. 

Mr.  BAGBY  moved  to  postpone  the  previous 
orders,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  several 
territorial  bills, 

Mr.  TAPPAN  expressed  the  hope  that  -the 
Senate  bills  which  were  necessary  to  be  passed 
would  be  first  disposed  of.  The  House  bills  could 
be  acted  upon  on  Mondajr. 

Mr.  BAQBY  said  the  Territories  had  no  imme- 
diate representative  on  that  floor  to  forward  their 
business.  The  territorial  bills  had  been  post- 
poned from  day  to  day,  and  remained  unacted 
upon.  He  trusted  that  there  would  be  no  objec- 
tion to  taking  them  up. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  hoped  the  order  of  business 
would  be  pursued  as  it  was  on  the  Calendar.  Tha 
business  could  be  more  readily  disposed  ot. 

Mr.  EVANS  hoped  they  would  take  up  the 
House  bills  favorably  reported  upon. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr,  Basbt's 
motion,  and  carried  in  the  affirmative;  and  the 
following  territorial  bills  from  the  House  were 
taken  up,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  reported  to  tlie  Senate,  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed: 

An  act  granting  to  the  county  of  Dubuque  cer- 
tain lots  of  ground  in  the  county  of  Dubuque; 

An  act  confirming  certain  entries  of  land  la  tlie 
St.  Augustine  land  district  in  the  Territory  of 
Florida,  made  under  the  prei^ption  law  of  tli« 
22d  June,  1838; 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Legislatures  of  the  sev- 
eral Territories  to  regulate  the  apportionment  of 
representation,  and  for  other  purposes; 

An  act  to  confirm  to  the  city  of  Fernandina,  in 
Florida,  certain  lands  reserved  Car  public  use  by 
the  Spanish  Government; 

An  act  making  appropriation  to  aid  in  complet- 
ing the  harbor  at  Racine,  on  the  western  shorawf 
Lake  Michigan; 

An  act  making  appropriation  for  certain  im- 
provements on  the  western  shores  of  Lake  Mich- 
igan/and 

An  act  providing  for  the  erection  of  a  marine. 
hospital  at  Key  West,  in  the  Territory  of  Florida, 

APPROPRIATION  BILLS. 

Mr.  EVANS  said  the  civil  and  diplomatic  ap- 
propriation bill,  and  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tion forthe  support  of  the  Army,  had  been  returned 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  with  disa- 
greeing votes  of  that  House  to  the  amendVnenU 
of  the  Senate;  he  therefore  moved,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  «aving  time,  that  the  Senate  insist  on  its 
amendments  to  those  bills,  and  ask  for  acommit- 
raittee  of  conference. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  two  committees 
of  conference  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  consist- 
ing of  three  members  each,  were  appointed  by 
the  Chair,  to  meet  such  committees  as  might  be 
appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Houa^  tp  coilfer  9l> 
"the  disagreeing  votes, 
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ANNEXATION  OF  TEXAS. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  now  rose  nnd  moved  to  lake 
lip  Senaic  bill  N9.  191,  providing  for  the  annex- 
ation of  Texas  to  the  Uiiiled  Status;  upon  which 
lie  desired  10  be  heard  in  answer  to  llie  Senator 
from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Benton.] 

Mr.  BARROW  remarked  that  he  had  given 
notice  yesterday  that  lie  was  not  a  party  to  the 
implied  contract  tliiu  any  more  of  the  lime  of  the 
Senate  would  be  wasted  this  session  on  a  subject 
already  disposed  of.  He  had  no  feelings  of  dis- 
courtesy towards'  the  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina; but  foreseeing  that  further  debate  would  de- 
stroy all  prospect  of  getting  through  the  real 
business  awaiting  the  action  of  Congress  on  the 
eve  of  adioiirnment,  while  he  would  not  deny  the 
Senator  eniilled  to  the  floor  the  hour  promised 
him,  he  would  oppose  any  prolongation  of  the 
discussion. 

The  bill  was  taken  up — ayes  twenty-one,  noes 
not  counted;  and,  at  Mr.  McDuffie's  request,  it 
was  read  through. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  then  addressed  the  Senate  for 
an  hour  in  defense  of  the  conduct  of  the  President 
and  Secretary  of  Slate,  in  relation  10  the  treaty 
for  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United  Slates. 

Mr.  BENTON  addressed  the  Senate  for  an 
hour  in  reply  to  the  remarks  of  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina. 

Mr.  EVANS  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE,  before  the  question  was 
taken,  desired  to  say  that,  having  already  refuted 
the  argument  which  the  Senator  from  Missouri 
liiul  now  but  reiterated,  he  had  nothing  to  reply 
to  but  whwLjiiight  apply  personally  to  himsi'lf; 
and  he  haiiuiscovered  only  one  allusion  of  this 
kind  which  flailed  for  his  notice.  The  honorable 
Senator  had  adverted  to  a  message  of  his  in  1836, 
before  the  recognition  of  Texas  as  an  independ- 
rnt  nation.  He  had  then  said,  and  he  now  re- 
iterated the  assertion,  that  if  the  United  States, 
at  that  period,  admitted  Texas  into  the  Union, 
they  would,  by  such  annexation,  make  them- 
selves privy  lo  the  war  with  Mexico.  He  would 
say  lo  the  honorable  Senator  from  Missouri  that 
the  great  difference  between  tlie  Senator  and  him- 
self was,  that  the  Senator  was  in  favor  of  annex- 
ation with  Texas  when  it  was  only  a  revolted 
province,  while  he  was  opposed  to  it;  and  now 
that  Texas  has  been  for  eight  years  an  independ- 
ent nation,  he  is  opposid  to  annexation,  while 
he  (Mr.  McD.)  was  in  favor  of  it. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  on  the  table. 
LAND  CLAIMS. 

A  message  was  here  received  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  requesting  that  the  bill  for  the 
adjustment  of  land  claims  in  Louisiana,  Missis- 
sippi, Alabama, and  Arkansas,  should  be  returned 
for  reconsideration. 

Mr.  BARROW  opposed  the  return  of  the  bill, 
on  the  point  of  order  that  his  motion  to  concur  in 
the  amendments  of  the  House  was  pending  when 
the  Senate  adjourned  last  night. 

The  PRESIDENT  decided  against  the  point 
of  order. 

The  point  was  debated  by  Messrs.  BARROW, 
EVANS,  BAYARD,  BERRIEN,  onrt  WOOD- 
BURY; all  but  Mr.  BARROW  sustaining  the 
decision  of  the  Choir. 

The  bill  was  sent  back  to  llic  House. 
HOUSE  BILLS   PASSED. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  general  orders — to  take  up  House 
bill  favorably  reported  on. 

The  following  bills  from  the  House  were  taken 
up  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  considered, 
reported  to  the  Senate,  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed : 

The  act  to  confirm  certain  entries  of  land  in  the 
St.  Augustine  land  district,  in  the  Territory  of 
Florida,  made  under  the  preijmption  law  of  June, 
1838;  . 

The^ct  making  appropriations  for  certain  im- 
provements in  the  Territory  of  Iowa; 

The  act  to  establish  certain  post  roads  in  the 
Territory  of  Floi-ida; 

The  act  lo  authorize  the  issuing  of  patents  for 
certain  lands  in  the  St.  Augustine  land  district  in 
Florida,  the  sales  of  which  had  not  been  regularly 
recorded; 

The  act  to  amend  "  An  act  to  provide  for  the 
armed  occupation  and  settlement  of  the  unsettled 
portion  of  the  peninsula  of  Florida;" 


The  act  making  appropriations  for  certain  im- 
provcmenls  in  ih).;  Territory  of  Florida;  and 

The  act  granting  a  section  of  land  for  the  im- 
provement of  Grant  river. 

•    TOWNS  IN  WISCONSIN. 

The  bill  from  the  House,  supplementary  to  an 
act  entitled  "  An  act  for  laying  off  the  town.'*  of 
Fort  Madison  and  Burlington,  in  ihe  county  of 
Dos  Moint's,and  the  towns  of  Bellovue,  Dubuque, 
and  Peru,  in  the  county  of  Dubuque,  Territory 
of  Wisconsin, and  foroihcr  purposes, "approved 
July  2,  1&36,  and  Ihe  act  amendatory  thereto, 
approved  March  3, 1837,  was  taken  up  for  consid- 
eration as  in  Conimiilcc  of  the  Whole. 

Messrs.  HENDERSON  and  WOODBRIDGE 
made  some  remarks  in  opposition  to  the  passage 
of  the  bill;  when 

Mr.  HENDERSON  moved  to  lay  it  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  BAGBY  demanded  the  yeas  and  nnys  on 
the  motion.  • 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and  being 
taken,  resulted  in  the  negative — yeas  14,  nays  20. 

The  ■bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  HENDERSON  remarked  that  some  of  the 
properly  involved  in  the  bill  was  private  property; 
and  he  was  opposed  to  extending  the  right  of  pre- 
emption to  it.  He  therefore  moved  to  lay  the  bill 
on  the  table. 

After  a  few  remarks  by  Mr.  BAGBY,  the  mo- 
tion was  agreed  to. 

CIVIL  AND  DIPLOMATIC  BILL. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House,  ac- 
ceding to  the  proposition  of  the  Senate  for  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  of  conference  on  the 
disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  civil 
and  diplomatic  and  Arihy  appropriation  bills. 

The  hour  of  half  past  two  o'clock  having  ar- 
rived, the  Senate  took  a  reecess  till  half  past  four 
o'clock.  

EVENING  SESSION. 
The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
executive  business,  and  remained  therein  several 
hours,  and  then  resumed  legislative  business. 

The  PRESIDENT  ;»ro  tempore  laid  before  the 
Scnateacommunication  from  iheTreasury  Depart- 
ment, in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate. 
WALTER  S.   ALEXANDER. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Walter  S.  Alexander 
and  otters,  having  been  returned  from  the  House 
with  an  amendment,  was  taken  up,  and  theamend- 
ment  was  concurred  in  by  the  Senate. 

INDIAN  APPROPRIATION   BILL. 

The  bill  making  appropriation  for  the  current 
and  contingent  expenses  of  the  Indian  depart- 
ment having  been  returned  from  the  House  with 
amendments  of  that  body  to  the  amendments  of 
the  Senate,  was  taken  up  for  consideration. 

Mr.  EVANS  said  he  had  examined  the  amend- 
ments— some  of  which  ought  to  be  agreed  to,  and 
some  of  which  should  not  be  agreed  to.  Prob- 
ably the  most  expeditious  mode  of  adjusting  the 
mailer,  was  to  disagree  to  the  amendments  of  the 
House,  and  ask  for  a  conference. 

The  motion  was  made,  and  agreed  lo,  that  a 
committee  of  conference  be  requested  from  the 
House;  and  a  committee  of  three  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate  wa*  appointed  by  the  President  to 
meet  in  conference  such  committee  as  might  be 
appointed. 

NORTHERN  BODNDARf  OF  MISSOURI. 

The  bill  respecting  the  northern  boundary  of 
the  Slate  of  Missouri  having  been  returned  from 
the  House  with  amendments,  was  taken  up  for 
consideration. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BERRIEN,  the  Senate  con- 
curred in  the  first  amendment  of  the  House,  and 
disagreed  to  the  second;  and,  on  his  further  mo- 
tion, a  committee  of  conference  was  asked  from 
the  House ;  and  three  conferees  were  appointed  by 
the  President  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  meet  such 
as  raieht  be  appointed  by  the  House,  to  lake  into 
consideration  the  disagreeing  vote  on  this  bill. 

HOUSE  BILLS  PASSED. 

The  following  bills  from  the  House  were  then 
taken  up,  considered  as  iii  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  finally  passed: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  W.  Alien  and 
Reuben  Allen; 


The  joint  resolution,  tendering  the  thanks  of 
Congress  to  the  British  authorities  at  Gibraltar, 
and  the  commander,  officers,  and  crew,  of  her 
Britannic  Mnjesly's  ship  Malabar. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gervis  Foole; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Hoag;; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  Fessendcn; 

A  bill  for  the  benefit  of  Thomas  Hunter  and 
Alexander  Caldwell; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  W.  Clark,  Har- 
ris Cook,  and  John  Brainard,  second,  of  the  Slal* 
of  Rhode  Island; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  True  Putney  and  Hugh 
Riddle; 

A  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Milly,  an  Indiao 
woman  of  the  Creek  nation; 

A  bill  for  the  benefit  of  James  Anderson,  of  the 
Territory  of  Iowa; 

The  joint  rcsol;ilion  directing  the  Auditor  of  the 
Post  Office  Department  i»  inquire  as  to  the  con- 
tract  of  Salimarsh  &.  Overton  with  the  Poii 
Otfice  Department; 

A  bill  tor  the  relief  of  Samaet  B.  Folger; 

A  bill  for  the  n?lief  of  S;imuel  B.  Tuck; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  M.  Jones; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Frazier  and  Geoi^ 
A.  Trenholm; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lathrop  Foster; 

A  bill  for  the  benefit  of  Simeon  Denifin; 

A  bill  for  the  rtlicf  of  Robert  Monroe; 

A  bill  for  the  rejief  of  C.  P.  Sengataek;  ■ 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Pepperand  othen; 

A  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Emanuel  Shrofe; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Eaton  Nance; 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  entry  of  certain  lands 
occupied  by  the  branch  pilots  of  the  port  of  New 
Orleans,  and  others  of  the  Slate  of  Laouisiana; 

A  joint  resolution  authorizing  Captain  Janus 
Lowe  to  assign  certain  sections  of  land; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ferguson  &  Reed; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Sands; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Sneed; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Manilas  V.  Thompsoo, 
sole  executor  of  Miles  W.  Dickey,  deceased; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  David  Allspacli; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Amos  Proctor; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Harvey  Heth; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  WilUam  P.  Duval; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Dillon,  late  aa- 
sistant  quartermaster  general  of  the  Armv; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Margaret  Dougherty; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry  S.  Comntacer; 

A  bill  explanatory  of  the  treaty  made  viui  the 
Chippewa  Indians  at  Saginaw,  the  23d  of  June, 
IMS; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  W.  Church; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Marcy  Olds; 

A  bill  grwting  a  pension  to  Belhea  Healy,  tJi* 
widow  of^  G(.'orge  Healy; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Alice  Usher; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Asa  Davis; 

A  bill  for  Ihe  relief  of  Mary  Ann  Linton; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  Wallis; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hyacinth  Lasselle; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  S.  Ketchum; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  8.  Blctchum,  de- 
ceased ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Ebeoeser 
Moore; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mw.  Mary  M.  Telfair; 

A  bill  to  amend  the  act  entitled  "^An  act  10  reg- 
ulate arrests  under  mesne  process  in  the  Disliict 
of  Columbia,"  approved  Aogoat  1,  1842; 

A  b^l  for  Ihe  relief  of  the  legal  representatiTe* 
of  Francis  Cazeau,  Ute  merchant  at  Montreal; 

A  bill  entitled  "An  act  concerning  conveyaixe* 
or  devises  of  places  of  public  worship  in  the  Di»- 
trict  of  Columbia;" 

A  bill  to  amend  an  act  lo  incorporate  tlie  Alex- 
andria Canal  Company,  approved  May  26, 1830: 

A  bill  entitled  "Ah  act  for  repairing  the  roof  of 
the  court-house,  in  the  city  of  Alexandria,  in  the 
District  of  Columbia;" 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  owner*  and  crew  of 
the  fishing  schooner  Mary  Francis; 

A  bill  lor  the  relief  of  the  owners  and  erew  of 
the  schooner  Privado; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Woodson  Wren; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Abelard  Guthrie; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Francis  Christian  and 
Madame  Baptiste  Berard; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lund  Washington; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  A^  Hunter,  the  widow 
of  Robert  Hunter; 
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A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Solomon  Sturges,  the 
assignee  of  Humphrey  Richcreek; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Trenholm,  of  the 
State  of  Maine; 

A  bill  to  enable  the  War  Department  to  apply 
certain  lalanoes  uf  appropriation,  and  for  other 
purposes; 

[Mr.TALLMADGE  moved  to  amend  this  bill 
by  inserting  $31-,000  to  William  D.  Cheever,  de- 
ceased, for  losses  sustained  on  Treasury  notes. 
It  was  rejected,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  irrele- 
vant to  the  bill.] 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Baker,  deceased ; 
and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  Edmonson. 

ARMV  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  EVANS,  from  the  committee  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate,  appointed  to  meet  the  House  com- 
mittee in  conference  on  tlie  disagreeing  votes  of 
the  two  Houses  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill, 
made  a  report,  in  which  it  was  stated  that  the 
House  had  receded  from  all  the  amendments  ex- 
cept one. 
■  The  report  was  concurred  in, 

CITIL  AND  DIPLOMATIC  BILL. 

Mr.  EVANS,  from  the  committee  of  confer- 
ence on  the  part  of  the  Senate  upon  the  disagree- 
ing votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  civil  and 
diplomatic  appropriatien  bill,  reported  that  the 
conferees  on  the  part  of  the  two  Houses  were 
unable  to  agree;  and  that  the  committee  ©n  the 
part  of  the  Senate  recommend  that  the  Senate 
insist  on  its  amendments,  and  to  let  the  House 
take  the  responsibility  ofn  defeat  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  moved  that  the  Senate  recede 
from  its  amendments. 

Mr.  EVANS  said  that  was  impossible.  Most 
of  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  were  indispens- 
able, ntid  CBold  not  be  abandoned.  He  thought 
that  if  the  Senate  adhered  to  its  amendments,  the 
House  would,  rather  than  take  the_responsibility 
of  defeating  the  bill,  acquiesce  in  tlie  amendments 
«r  adopt  some  mode  by  which  they  would  be 
enabled  lo  settle  the  disagreement. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  said  it  was  a  question  of 
responsibility  between  the  two  Houses.  It  was 
a  fearful  responsibility;  for,  if  they  took  the 
csnrse  suggested,  they  might  lose  the  appropria- 
tion bill  altogether.  Thathe  mightnotincurany 
of  that  responsibility,  he  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays.  He  moved  to  recede  from  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  in  which  the  House  refused 
to  concur. 

Mr.  EVANS  said  he  had  no  doubt,  if  the  Sen- 
atp  adhered,  there  would  be  another  com.mittee 
of  conference  appointed. 

Mr.  HAYWOOD  said,  to  hazard  an  appropria- 
tion bill  wasa  fearful  responsibility  to  encounter — 
a   responsibility   which  he  was   not  willing  to 

Messrs.  WOODBURY  and  SEVIER  said  there 
were  amentbneiits  which  it  was  absolutely  neces- 
sary should  be  insisted  on.  And  if  the  Senate 
were  to  yield  under  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
its  independence  would  be  entirely  gone.  The 
other  House  would  absorb  all  the  powers  of  le- 
gislation. They  hoped  the  Senate  would  adopt 
the  course  recommended  by  the  chairman  of  the 
committee,  [Mr.  Evani.]  • 

At  this  state  of  the  proceeding,  Messrs.  John- 
son and  McKav,  who  were  conferees  on  the  part 
of  the  House,  were  seen  in  conversation  with 
Mr.  WooDBURV,  who,  in  a  few  moments,  re- 
marked that  as  tlicre  might  be  some  probability 
of  settling  the  difficulty,  he  moved  that  the  con- 
ferees on  the  part  of  the  Senate  be  permitted  to 
withdraw  their  report,  and  to  retire  and  hold 
another  conference  on  the  subject. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  committee 
retired. 

PAFEKS  WrrnDBAWN. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WHITE,  leave  was  granted 
to  witlidraw  from  ihe  files  the  deed  of  George  W. 
Allen  and  William  Allen  on  the  files  of  tlie  Senate. 

QUALITIES  OF  COAL. 

Mr.  MERRICK  submitted  a  resolution  to  print 
twenty  thous:tnd  copies  of  the  report  of  Professor 
Johnson  on  the  experiments  made  by  him  to  test 
the  qualities  of  coal,  for  the  use  of  the  Senate; 
which  was  laid  ovtr  one  day  under  the  rule. 


PORT  OF  ENTRY. 

The  actcreatinganewelection  district  in  Maine, 
and  constituting  Bangor,  in  the  said  d  istrict,  a  port 
of  delivery,  was,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Merrick, 
laid  on  the  table. 

EXTRA  COMPENSATION. 

Mr.  WHITE  submitted  a  resolution  that  the 
compensation  of  Robert  P.  Anderson,  messenger 
of  the  Senate,  be  three  dollars  per  day. 

Mr. TAPPAN  moved  to  amend  this  by  adding 
that  Lewis  Sanders,  P.  Y.  Page,  Thomas  Clark, 
and  Benjamin  Owens,  be  allowed  the  same  pay 
and  compensation  as  messengers  of  the  Senate, 
to  commence  from  the  first  day  of  the  present 
session . 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  moved  the  following  resolution ; 
which,  under  the  rule,  lies  over  one  day: 

Resolved,  Tlial  there  be  paid  to  the  Clmplaln  of  tlic  .Sen- 
ate, and  to  the  oflicerB  and  measengerB  In  the  Library  of 
Congress,  out  of  the  contin<;ciit  fund  of  the  t^enate,  and 
under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  to  audit  and  control 
the  same,  the  amonnu  respectively  tliat  were  aJlowed  to 
them  at  the  long  se^ion  of  llie  last  Congress. 

EXECUTIVE  SESSION. 
The  Senate  then,  at  the  hour  often  o'clock,  p. 
m.,  went  into  the  consideration  of  executive  busi- 
ness,and  remained  thereintill  three  o'clock, a.m., 
at  which  hour  It  adjourned  till  Monday. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturday,  Junt  15,  1844. 

The  minutes  of  yesterday  were  read  in  part, 
and  adopted. 

Mr.  ELLIS  asked  permission  to  make  a  report 
from-the  Committee  of  Elections;  and  leave  being 
given,  he  said  that  a  memorial  from  the  State  of 
Missouri  had  beeii  referred  to  the  Comraiuce  of 
Elections,  which  prayed  that  a  law  might  be 
passed  by  Congress  to  ascertain  the  sense  of  the 
people  on  the  subject  of  the  constitutionality  of 
the  banks  of  the  States  under  the  authority  of  the 
States,  and  of  a  Bank  of  the  United  States;  and 
the  committee  had  instructed  him  to  make  a  re- 
port: thereon.  He  therefore  submitted  a  report 
in  writing,  to  which  were  appended  resolutions, 
which  he  hoped  the  House  would  adopt.  He 
moved  the  adoption  of  the  resolutions,  and  the 
printing  of  the  report,  and  called  for  the  previous 
question  on  that  motion. 

Mr.  CAUSIN  asked  if  it  was  in  order  to  move 
a  call  of  the  House? 

The  Clerk,  at  the  request  of  many  members, 
read  the  resolutions  which  were  appended  to  the 
report, as  follows: 

Resoh'ed,  That  In  the  election  of  Andrew  Jackson  In 
1832,  and  Martin  Van  Buren  in  1836,  the  people  of  Uie  Uni- 
ted Htate.s  declared  unconiprnnilstng  tiostility  to  a  Banit  of 
the  United  St:ilca ;  and  thiit  tlie  nmnifeslatlon  of  such  hos- 
tility was  not  impaired  by  the  eieclion  of  GeaeraJ  Harrison 
in  1640,  under  tlie  public  avowals  made  by  him  of  his 
opinions  in  regard  to  a  national  banit,  and  under  his  aaso- 
ciaUon  with  tlie  candidate  for  the  Vice  Presidency,  whose 
sentiments  were  known  to  be  hostile  to  such  an  institution 
during  his  whole  public  life;  and  that  there  Is  no  reason  to 
believe  that  public  opinion  on  thia  question  has  changed 
since  the  election  of  (ieneral  Jackson. 

Resotvedj  That  a  Bank  of  the  United  States  is,  in  its  na- 
ture, liostile  to  tlie  spirit  of  our  inatituUons,  and  that  ila 
e.-.tabiislimcnt  would  be  destructive  to  the  Interests  and 
dangerous  to  the  libcrtiea  of  the  people. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana!  moved  to  lay  the  whole 
subject  on  the  table,  remarking  that  it  was  too 
late  in  the  session  to  enter  upon  a  matter  of  that 
nature,  when  there  was  so  many  other  measures 
calling  for  immediate  attcjition. 

Mr.  SUMMERS  inquired  if  the  elections  of 
General  Jackson,  Mr.  Van  Buren,  and  General 
Harrison,  had  been  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Elections.  _ 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  hoped  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  would  withdraw  his  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table,  piemiHing  that  he  would  call  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolutions. 

Mr.  HUNT  inquired  if  this  report  was  made 
by  the  committee  unanimously. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  withdrew  his  motion 
to  lay  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CAUSIN  renewed  it. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  called  for  the  yeas  and  n.-'.ys 
thereon. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  COBB  moved  a  call  of  the  House;  and  it 
was  ordered. 


The  Clerk  proceeded  to  call  the  roll ;  and  having 
called  a  few  names, 

Mr.  VANCE  moved  that  all  further  proceed- 
ings under  the  call  be  dispensed  with;  and  on  that 
he  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  yere  ordered;  and  being 
taken,  they  resulted — yeas  112,  nays  43. 

So  the  preceedings  under  the  call  were  sus- 
pended. 

The  previous  question  was  then  sustained;  and 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  taken  on  the  adoption  of 
the  resolution,  and  resulted — yeas  108,  nays  60; 
as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Arringlon,  Atkinson,  Bayly,  Benton, 
Bidlack,  James  Black,  James  A.  Black,  Otackwcll,  Bow- 
lin,  Boyd,  Brlnkerhoff,  Brodhead,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Wil- 
liam J.  Brown,  Burke,  Burt.  Caldwell.  Jeremiah  E.  Carj*, 
Augustus  A.  Chapman,  Keuheh  Chapman,  Clinton,  Cobb, 
Coles,  Cullom,  Dana,  Jotiu  W.  Davis,  Riclmrd  D.  Davis, 
Dawson,  Dean,  Dillingham,  Dromgoole,  Ellis,  Elmer,  Far- 
lee,' Ficklin,  Foster,  Frenctl,  Byr:mi  Green,  Hale,  HamliD, 
Ilammett,  Haralson,  Henley,  Herriek,  Hoge,  Hopkins, 
Houston,  Hiingerford,  Charles  J.  Ingersolt,  Jameson,  Cave 
Johnson,  Andrew  Johnson,  Andrew  Kennedy,  Preston 
King,  Kirkpatrick,  Labrnnclie,  Li^otmrd,  Lucas,  Lumpkin, 
Lyon,  Maclay,  McClelland,  McClrrnand,McConnell,  ,^Ic- 
Dowell,  McKay,  Josepli  Morris,  Murpiiy,  Norris,"  Owen, 
Parmenter,  Payne,  Pollock,  Emery  D.  Poucr,  Purdy,  Kath- 
bun.  Reding,  Kelfc,  Rliett,  Roberts,  Robinson,  Russell,  St. 
John,  Sannders,  David  L.  Seymour,  Thomas  H.  8e>-mo»r, 
Simons,  Slidcll,  John  T.  Smith,  Robert  Sniitli,  TlmniM 
Smith,  Steenrod,  Stetson,  John  Stewart,  Stone,  Strong, 
Sykes,  Taylor,  Tliompion,TI(ilia«s,Tacker,VVeller,Went- 
worth,  Wctliered,  Wliealon,  Williams,  WocKlward,  Josepli 

A.  Wright,  and  Yost— 108. 

N.\YS— Messrs.  Abtwl,  Adams,  Ashe,  Baker,  Barringer, 
Barnard,  Jeremi.ah  Brown,  Milton  Brown,  Buftingtoti,  Car- 
roll. Causin,  Chilton,  Ciincli,  Clingninn,  Colianier.  Crans- 
ton, Garrett  Davis,  Debcrrj',  Delict.  Dickey,  Fish,  Florence, 
Foot,  Giddings,  Goggin,  \Viliis  Green,  'Grinneil,  Grider, 
Harper,  Hudson,  Wasliington  Hunt,  Joseph  It.  Ingersoll, 
Irvin,  Jenks,  Perley  B.  Johnson,  John  P.  Kennedy,  Daniel 
P.  King,  Marsh,  Mcllvaine,  Edward  J.  Morris,  Morse, 
Mosclcy,  Nes,  Newton,  Patterson,  Peyton,  Phtpnix,  Pres- 
ton, Ramsey,  Charles  M.  Reed,  Rodney,  Rogers,  Sample, 
Schenck,  Severance,  Albert  Smith,  Caleb  B.  ^niith,  Ste- 
phens, Summers,  Tiiomassnn,  Tilden,  Tyler,  Vance,  Van- 
meter,  Vinton,  White,  Wiuthrop,  and  William  Wright — 
(iO. 
.  So  the  resolution  was  adapted. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  desired  to  vote  in  the  affirma- 
tive; but  as  he  was  not  in  the  House  when  his 
name  was  called,  he  was  not  allowed  lo  do  so. 

Mr.  STEENROD  moved  a  reconsideration  of 
the  vote  just  taken,  to  prevent  any  such  action 
hereafter. 

The  motion  was  entertained,  and  it  was  not 
agreed  to. 

BOOKS  FOR  MEMBERS. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  asked  leave  to  offer  the  follow- 
ing resolution: 

Resolved,  That  in  the  purchase  of  bo<iks  for  meinlwrs  of 
t^tfllouse,  in  pursuance  of  the  reeolulion  adopted  yester- 
d^,  dircctiug  the  Clerk  lo  purchase  certain  bonks  from 
Gal^  &  Seaton  and  Btair  &  Rives,  said  Clerk  is  liereby 
dimeted  to  give  no  more  for  the  same  amount  of  printed 
matter  he  may  purchase  from  Gales  &  Seaton  tiinn  he  gives 
to  Blair  k  Rives  for  books  purchased  uf  tiieni. 

Mr.  WHITE,  and  others,  objected  to  the  re- 
ception of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rules,  to  enable  him  to  offer  it,  and  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  question. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and  being 
taken,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative — there  not 
being  two  thirds  in  the  affirmative;— yeas  96,  nays 
63;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Arrlngton,  Bnrrlngcr,  Benton,  Bidlack, 
James  Black,  James  A.  Black,  Bi.ickwell,  Kowlln,  Boyd, 
Brinkerliort;  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Ourke,  Burt.  Caldwell,  Jer- 
emiah E.  Cary,  Shepherd  Cary,  Reuben  (■i:apman,Augustiui 
.A.  Chapman,  Clinton,  Cobb,  Coles,  Cuiloui,  Dana,  Richard 
D.  Davis,  John  W.  Davis,  Dawson,  Dean,  OiiliDgharn, 
Douglas,  Drouigoole,  Elmer,  Farlee,  FicklUl,  Ftisler, 
French,  Hammetl,  Henley,  Herrick.Hoge.lIiifjkins,  Hous- 
ton, ilubard,  Hungerrord,  James  B.  Ilunl,Cii.irlesJ.  Inger- 
soll, Jameson,  Cavo  Johnson,  Andrew  Johnson,  Andrew 
Kennedy, Pre.-iton  King,  Lnbranche.Leonard.  laieas.  l.yoi*, 
Matliews,  McClelland.  McClernHiid.  McC<mnel),  McDow- 
ell, McKay,  Joaepii  Morris,  Murpliy,  Owen,  Parmcnter, 
Pollock,  Pralt,  Purdy,  Ueding,  Relle,  Rjller,  Russell,  St. 
John,  Saunders,  David  Ij.  Seymour. Simons.  John  T.Smilh, 
Thomaj*  Smith,  Robert  Sm'itI),  Steenrod,  Stetson,  Joha 
Stewart,  Stone,  Strong,  Sykes,  Taylor,  Thnmassnn,  Tit>- 
bntls.  Tucker,  VVeller,  Wenlworth.  VVheaton,  WiiUaois, 
Woodward,  Joseph  A.  Wright,  and  Yost — 06. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Abbot,  A.-lie,  Baker,  Milton  flroiv*, 
Jeremiah  Brown,  niithngion,  Carroll,  Causin,  CbHtMi, 
Ciincli,  Clingman,  t'ollaiiier,  t'rnnston,  Darragli«  Gnrreic 
Davis,  Deberry,  Dellet,  Dickey,  Fish,  Fioreiwe.  Foot,  Gid- 
dings, Willis  Green,  Hardin,  H.irper,  Holmes,  llud.'On, 
Washington  Hunt,  Joseph  it.  Ingersoll,  Irvin,  Jenks,  Perley 

B.  Johnson,  John  P.  Kennedy,  Daniel  P.  l<ing,  Kirkpat- 
rick, .Matyh,  Mcllvaine,  Mosidey,  Nes,  Newnni,  Patterson, 
Peyton,  Pbfpnii.  Eiisha  R.  I'otter,  Preston,  Itams4'y.  Kh*  it, 
Ko'ckwell.  Rod  ncy,  Rog'rs,  Sample,  Sc!ienek,.'\lberlSniiti), 
Spencc,  Stephens,  Summers,  Thonusson,  Ty'pr,  \'auce, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


742 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


June  15, 


Vnnniflcr,  Vinton,  VVcthcreil,  While, Wluthrop,  and  Wil- 
liam Wriglil— 63. 

NATURALIZATION  LAWS. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  referred  to  a  memo- 
rial that  was  presented  some  day-s  since  by  tlie 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Adams,] 
from  certain  citizens  <yf  Philudclpliia,  praying  for 
an  alteration  of  the  naturalization  laws,  and  which 
was  laid  on  the  table.  Having  received  several 
littiers  on  the  suliject  from  his  constitu"nts,  he 
went  to  the  Clerk's  office  to  look  at  the  memorial, 
but  found  that  it  had  been  withdrawn  by  the  gen- 
tleman who  presented  it.  He  had  supposed  that 
when  a  paper  was  laid  on  the  table,  it  was  in  the 
custody  ot  the  officers  of  the  House,  and  could 
not  be  withdrawn  without  leave  of  the  House. 
He  would  respectfully  ask  of  the  gentleman  fi-om 
Massachusetts  whetlicr  that  inemorial  was  in  his 
possession,  and  whether  he  would  restore  it  to 
the  House,  so  that  he  might  have  an  oppportu- 
iiily  of  examining  it. 

TheSPEAKER  inquired  if  the  gentleman  made 
any  motion. 

Mr.  C.J.  INGERSOLL  said  he  was  inquiring 
for  a  paper  which  was  said  by  the  Journal  of  the 
House  lo  be  on  the  table,  and  was,  therefore, 
siipposed  to  be  in  the  charge  of  the  presiding 
officer. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  had  presented  the  memo- 
rial referred  to  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  it  was,  as  Mated,  laid  on  the  table. 
He  had  also  presented  two  other  memorials  on 
the  same  subject,  which,  the  House  refusing  to 
receive,  he  had  laid  on  the  Clerk's  table,  under' 
the  rules,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary;  and  it  was  in  consequence  of  that  dis- 
Tiosiiiop  of  these  last  mentioned  memorials,  that 
lie  had  withdrawn,  with  the  consent  of  the  Clerk, 
the  first  presented  by  him,  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  it  the  same  direction.  He  now  moved  to 
refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  SPEAKER  remarked  that  when  a  propo- 
sition was  once  laid  on  the  table,  it  was  out  of  the 
power  of  any  member  lo  withdraw  it;  and  no 
motion  in  reference  to  it  could  be  entertained  with- 
out a  vote  of  two  thirds.    . 

Mr.  ADAMS.  1  ask  that  the  paper  be  taken 
from  the  table,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  motion  was  not  in 
order. 

Mr.  ADAMS  asked  the  general  consent  of  the 
House  lo  make  the  reference. 

Several  objections  having  been  made, 

Mr.  C.J.  INGERSOLL  said  he  would  be  per- 
fectly willing  to  have  the  memorial  referred  to  Ihe 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  All  he  wanted  was 
to  have  an  opportunity  of  perusing  it.  • 

Mr.  ADAMS  moved  to  suspend  the  rules,  lo 
enable  him  to  submit  the  motion;  which  was 
agreed  to,  and  the  memorial  was  then  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

LAND  CLAIMS. 

The  SPEAKER  then  said  that  the  first  busi- 
ness in  order  was  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Johnsom,]  to  reconsider  the 
vote  on  passing  the  bill  for  ihe  adjustment  of  land 
titles  in  ArkaiLsas,  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  and 
Missouii,  on  which  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky [Mr.  White]  had  appealed  from  the  decis- 
ion of  the  Chair,  deciding  the  motion  to  be  in 
order. 

Mr.  WHITE  then  stated  the  grounds  on  which 
he  had  taken  his  appeal,  viz:  that  the  bill  was 
not  in  the  possession  of  the  House  when  the  mo- 
tion for  reconsideration  was  made.  Mr.  W.  then 
proceeded  to  argue  the  point  raised  by  him  at 
length. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  rep'lied  to  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  White,]  and  said  he  should 
move  that  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Senate,  ap- 
}irising  that  body,  that  a  motion  of  reconsidera- 
tion was  pending  in  this  House,  and  respectfully 
requesting  that  the  bill  be  returned.  He  then 
moved  the  previous  question. 

The  SPEAKER  entered  into  some  explana- 
tions, and  then  put  the  question  on  the  motion 
for  the  previous  question,  and  it  was  sustained. 

The  House  sustained  the  judgment  of  the  Chair, 
from  which  an  appeal  had  been  taken. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  offered  the  resolution  of 
which  he  had  given  notice.  a 


A  long  conversation  ensued. 

An  appeal  was  taken  from  the  decision  of  the 
Chair  by  Mr.  WHITE;  and,  on  a  division,  the 
Chair  was  sustained,  and  Mr.  Dromcoole's  mo- 
tion was  agreed  to. 

The  question  next  recurred  on  the  motion  lo 
reconsider,  on  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  or- 
dered; and  being  taken,  resulted — yeas  91,  nays 
77. 

So  the  reconsideration  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  now  recurred  on  the  passage  of 
the  bill;  but  no  reply  having  been  received  to  the 
mes.s.ige  sent  to  the  Senate, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FICKLIN,  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  subject  was  postponed  for  one 
hour. 

N.AVAL  APPBOPIIIATION  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKAY,  the  House  re- 
solved itself  into  the  Coinmittee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Hopkins  in  the 
chair,)  and  took  up  the  naval  appropriation  bill, 
which  had  come  back  from  the  Senate  with  some 
amendments,  which  were  acted  upon. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  in  relation  to  the 
construction  of  a  dry-dock  at  Brooklyn,  New 
York,  was  debated  by  Messrs.  CARY  of  Maine, 
jMURPHY,  PARMENTER,  RATHBUN, 
PHCENIX,  and  J.  R.  INGERSOLL. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  movetl  that  the  com- 
mittee rise,  for  the  purpose  of  offering  a  resolu- 
tion to  terminate  the  debate. 

This  motion  being  rejected, 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  concurring  in 
the  ainendment;  and  it  wasdecided  in  the  negative 
— ayes  55,  noes  72. 

1  he  amendment  in  relation  to  the  dry-dock  at 
Pensacolo  was  next  considered. 

After  some  remarks  from  Me.-ssrs.  BLACK, 
McKAY,  LEVY,  SCHENCK,  and  PARMEN- 
TER, 

Mr.  McKAY  moved  that  the  committee  rise, 
for  the  purpose  of  offering  a  resolution  to  term- 
inate the  debate. 

This  motion  being  agreed  to,  the  rommittcc 
rose  and  reported  progress. 

Mr.  McKAY  offered  n  resolution  providing 
that  all  debate  on  the  bi'l,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  should  cea.se  in  five  minutes  after  going 
into  committee  again;  and  that  the  committee 
should  then  proceed  to  vole  on  the  pending  amend- 
ments. 

This  resolution  being  adopted, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKAY,  the  House  nKf'in 
resolved  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  slate  of  the  Union,  and  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  ihe  naval  appropriation  bill. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  concucrinK  in 
the  amendment  in  relation  to  the  dry-dock  at  Pen- 
sacola,  and  rejected. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  of  Pennsylvania, offered  a  res- 
olution,diirctin?  the  Presidcntto  cause  an  exam- 
ination of  the  Navy  harbor  at  Philadelphia,  with 
a  view  to  ascertain  the  practicability  of  construct- 
ing a  dry-dock  there. 

The  resolution  was  rejected. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  coming  up,  strik- 
ing out  the  proviso  of  the  House  discontinuing 
the  spirit  ration,  and  proliibiting  the  flogging  of 
the  sailors,  was  read. 

Mr.  WELLER  called  for  a  division  of  the  ques- 
tion. He  was  in  favor  of  the  spirit  ration,  but 
opposed  to  flogging. 

"The  question  was  taken  on  the  first  branch  of 
Ihe  amendment;  and  it  was  concurred  in — ayes 
58,  noes  57. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  second  branch 
of  the  amendment;  and  it  was  also  concurred  in — 
ayes  63,  noes  58. 

The  remaining  amendments  were  disagreed  to. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reportea  the  bill 
to  the  House. 

Mr.  HALE  moved  the  previous  question  on  the 
bill]  and  it  was  sustained  by  the  House. 

COMMITTEE  OF  CONFERENCE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKAY,  the  civil  and  dip- 
lomatic and  the  Army  appropriation  bills  were 
taken  up,  they  having  come  fromthe  Senate  with 
a  propositionfor  acommitteeof  conference.  The 
House  agreed  to  insist  on  its  amendments,  and  a 
committee  was  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  House 
to  meet  a  committee  of  conference  appointed  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate. 


NATY  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 
The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  the 
naval  appropriation  bill,  on  the  question  of  con- 
currence, in  which  it  was  interrupted  by  the  ar- 
rival of  the  hour  fixed  for  the  House  to  take  a 


EVENING  SESSION. 

At  four  o'clock  the  SPEAKER  called  the 
House  to  order,  and  stated  the  pending  question 
to  be  on  concurrinjr  with  the  amendments  of.ihe 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union 
to  the  naval  appropriation  bill. 

On  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  in  relation  to 
the  abolition  of  corporal  punishment, 

Mr.  HALE  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and  being 
taken,  resulted — yea8*54,  nays  87. 

So  the  House  non-concurred  with  the  Senate 
in  its  amendment,  by  which  the  provision  fort&e 
abolition  of  whipping  was  stricken  from  the  bill. 

All  the  other  amendmcnis  of  the  Commiltee  of 
the  Whole  were  concurred  in  by  the  House.     • 

LAND  CLAIMS. 

The  bill  to  adjust  land  claims  in  Louisiana  and 
the  States,  having  come  back  from  the  Senate, 
as  requested  by  tlie  House  this  morning,  it  was 
next  taken  up,  and  after  some  debate,  jn  which 
pariwnstnkenl>y  Messrs.HAMLIN,SLIDELL, 
C.  JOHNSON,  and  others,  a  proposition  was 
mndcTiy  its  friends  to  eviscerate  it  of  some  of  its 
objectionable  features  by  general  consent.  That 
beia<;  objected  to,  it  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  SLI- 
DELL,  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  with  instructions  so  to  amend  it. 

WALTER  S.    ALEXANDER. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reported  back  an  act  for  the  relief  of 
Walter  6.  Alexander  and  others,  with  an  amend- 
nvnt,  which  jvas  concurred  in;  and  the  bill  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

CHOCTAW  CLAIMANTS. 

The  House  nexl  took  up  the  joint  resolulion  on 
the  subjectof  funding  money  due  to  the  Choelav 
Indians,  now  in  the  Stale  of  Mississippi. 

Mr.  WHITE  offered  an  amendment  providing 
that  in  no  case  shall  any  allowance  be  made  ex- 
ceeding fifteen  per  cent,  of  the  amount  due  the 
claimants  to  agents. 

The  previous  question  being  seconded ,  and  the 
main  question  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  amendment, 
and  it  was  adopted. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  engrossment 
of  the  resolution,  resulting — ayes  66,  noes  35. 

No  quorum  voting,  tellers  were  called  for  and 
ordered,  and  Messrs.  Hoge  and  Petton  were 
appointed;  who,  on  taking  the  count,  reported — 
ayes  66,  noes  60. 

So  the  resolution  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

The  question  then  being  on  the  passage  of  the 
resolution, 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  made  a  brief  explanation; 
after  which  he  moved  the  previous  question;  but 
withdrew  it  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  who,  after  a  brief  explana- 
tion, moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  on  ordering 
the  engrossment,  so  as  to  offer  on  amendment  to 
the  resolution. 

The  reconsideration  was  accordingly  ordered. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  moved  to  amenil  the  reso- 
lution by  directing  the  board  of  commissioners  to 
act  in  conjunction  with  the  district  judge  of  Mis- 
sissippi, and  the  district  attorney  for  the  western 
district  of  Mississippi.  Mr.  T.  then  moved  the 
previous  question;  but  withdrew  it  at  the  request 
of 

Mr.  TUCKER,  who  also  made  a  brief  expla- 
nation in  opposition. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Indians,  moved  the  previous 
question;  which,  being  seconded,  and  the  main 
question  ordered, 

The  question  was  first  taken  on  the  amendment; 
which  being  agreed  to,  the  resolution  was  ordered 
to  be  en.2:rossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  TUCKER  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  passage  of  ihe  resolution ;  which  being  ordered, 
the  question  was  taken;  and  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive— yeas  76,  nays  85. 

So  the  resolution  was  rejected. 
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CCHBKRI.AND  ROAD. 

Mr;  WRIGHT,  of  Indiann,  moved' to  suspend 
the  rules,  to  go  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  ilic  state  of  the  Union,  to  take  up  the  bill  (S. 
No.  35)  making  appropriations  for  the  continua- 
tion of  the^Cumberland  road. 

Objection  being  made, 

I'ellcrs  were  appointed;  and  the  question  wns 
taken;  and  decided  in  tlie  negative — ayes  49,  noes 
G6. 

So  the  bill  was  not  taken  up. 

LAND  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  SLIDELL,  from  the  Committee  on  Pri- 
vate Land  Claims,  asked  lenre  to  report  back  the 
bill  for  the  adjiislinerit  of  land  titles  in  the  States 
of  Arkansas,  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  and  Mis- 
souri, with  amendments,  as  instructed  by  the 
House. 

Mr.  VANCE  objected. 
•  Mr.  WELLER  moved  to  suspend  the  rules. 

Mr.  DICKEY  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  SLIDELL  withdrew  his  motion. 

NAVAL  DBPOT  AT  UEHPUIS. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  naval  depot  at  Memphis, 
in  tlie  State  of  Tennessee,  was  taken  up,  as  re- 
ported from  the  Comraitiee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  HAMMETT  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion; but  withdrew  it  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  who  observed  that,  when 
this  bill  was  under  consideration  in  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  be  offered  an  amendment  to  it;  and, 
being  called  out  of  the  Hall,  he  found  that  the  bill 
had  ueen  reported  in  his  absence,  without  any 
question  being  taken  on  his  amendment.  He 
wished  to  know  5f  the  Clerk  what  had  become 
of  that  amendment;  and  he  would  inquire  of  the 
Choir  how  it  was  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
could  report  a  bill  with  an  amendment  pending, 
witliout  taking  a  vote  upon  it? 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  question  was 
settled  by  the  committee  when  they  made  the 
report. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  now  offered  the  amendment 
which  heoil'ered  when  this  bill  was  in  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  the  intent  and  purport  of  which 
was  that  a  commission  be  appointed  to  make  a 
survey  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  most 
favorable  site  on  tlie  Mississippi  river  for  the  naval 
depot.  ^^ 

Mr.  HAMMETT  addressed  the  House  at  some 
length  on  the  question  involved  in  the  subject 
under  consideration.  He  gave  a  description  of 
the  proposed  locality  at  Memphis,  to  show  that 
it  was  not  calculated  for  the  purpose  designed, 
and  advocated  the  amendment  of  his  colleague. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  replied. 

Mr.  THO.MPSON  and  Mr.  ASHE  also  took 
pan  in  the  debate;  the  latter  gentleman  conclud- 
ing with  a  motion  for  the  previous  question;  which 
was  sustained  by  the  House. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  on  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi,  [Mr. 
Thompson,]  and  resulted — yeas  49,  nays  113. 

So  the  ameO'dmeni  was  rejected. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time. 

The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered,  the 

Question  was  taken  on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  and 
ecided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  119,  nays  48. 
Mr.  McCLEKNARD  moved  to  suspend  the 
rules  for  the  House  to  resolve  into  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of  the  Union;  which 
motion  was  decided  in  the  negative— ayes  61, 
iioes6C.  6  7. 

EXTRA  COMPENSATION^ 

Mr.  WELLER  asked  leave  to  offer  a  resolu- 
tion to  give  to  the  chaplain,  pages,  and  messen- 
gers of  the  Housa  the  same  extra  compensation 
that  has  been  allowed  by  the  Senate  to  their 
chaplain,  pages,  and  messengers  at  the  present 
session. 
The  resolution  being  objected  to  by  several, 
Mr.  WELLER  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rules;  which  motion  was  lost — ayes  65,  noes  45, 
there  not  being  a  majority  of  two  thirds. 

CUOCIAW  CLAIMANTS. 

Mr.  THOM  PSON  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
rejecting  thejoint  resolution  forfunding  the  money 
due  to  the  Choctaw  Indians  now  in  the  State  of 


Missisippi.  Mr.  T.  said  he  voted  with  the  ma- 
jority under  a  misapprehension. 

Mr.  WHITE  made  some  remarks  in  favor  of 
the  resolution.  He  concluded  by  moving  the  pre- 
vious question;  which  was  seconded;  and  the 
main  question  was  ordered  to  be  put.  The  main 
question  was  the  motion  to  reconsider,  on  which 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and  resulted — 
yeas  67,  nays  76. 

So  the  motion  to  reconsider  was  negatived. 

NATAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PARMENTER,  the  House 
resolved  to  insist  on  its  amendments  to  the  naval 
appropriation  bill,  and  appointed  a  committee  of 
conference  .thereon,  consisting  of  Messrs  Mc- 
Kat,  Parmenter,  and  Chapman,  of  Virginia. 

ADMISSION  OF  LADIES. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  offered  a  resolution,  to  admit 
ladies  to  the  floor  of  the  Hcfuse  during  the  resi- 
due of  thc^session ;  which  led  to  some  excitement 
and  repeated  divisions. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  said,  at  length,  that  after  that 
display  of  "gallantry,"  he  would  withdraw  the 
motion;  and  it  wa3  withdrawn  accordingly. 

SUPREME  COURT. 

The  House  ns;nin  resolved  itself  into  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of  the  Union, 
(Mr.  WiNTHROp  in  the  chair.) 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SAUNDERS,  the  commit- 
tee took  up  a  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  "  An 
act  concerning  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States." 

The  object  of  this  bill  is  to  change  the  time  of 
holding  this  court  from  January  to  December,  in 
each  year.  It  was  considered  and  laid  aside  to 
be  reported  to  the  House. 

CUMBERLAND  BOAD. 

The  committee  next  took  up  the  bill  from  the 
Senate  for  the  continuation  of  the  Cumberland 
road  in  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois. 
It  proposes  to  appropriate  $IUO,000  for  the  con- 
tinuation of  the  road  in  Ohio,  $1^,000  in  IVidiaiia, 
and  $150,000  in  Illinois;  and  amfindments  had 
been  reported  from  a  committee  by  which  these 
appropriations  were  designed  to  be  reduced  one 
half. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  made  some,  remarks  in 
relation  to  this  bill. 

Mr.  FICKLIN  replied  with  some  jirarmth, 
though  briefly,  the  hour  being  so  late,  and  the 
time  remaining  so  short;  but  he  insisted  that  the 
new  Stales  had  received  less  from  the  General 
Government  proportionally  than  any  other  States 
in  this  Union.  He  averred  that  the  State  of  the 
gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down  [Mr.  Drom- 
goole]  had  received  very  large  aid  by  expendi- 
tures from  the  Gteneral  Govcrimient;  he  could 
show  that  millions  had  been  expended  at  Gos- 
port,  in  Virginia,  at  Harper's  Ferry,  and  at  other 
points;  and  he  contended  that  the  new  States 
were 'entitled  to  more  consideration  than  it  ap- 
peared there  was  a  disposition  to  extend  to  them. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  made  a  few  observations 
in  explanation. 

Mr.  McDowell  moved  that  the  committee 
rise;  and  after  some  remarks  from  Mr.  HAM- 
LIN, Mr.  SCHENCK,  and  others,  the  commit- 
tee rose,  and  reported  the  bill  in  relation  to  the 
United  States  Supreme  Court  to  the  House,  and 
progress  on  the  Cumberland  road  bill. 

EXCUSED  FROM  SERVICE. 
Mr.  McKAY  asked  to  be  excused  from  serving 
on  the  committee  of  conference  on  the  civil  ana 
diplomaticapproprialion  bill;  which  was  agreed  to. 

HES9A0E  FROM  THE  PRESIDENT. 

The  SPEAKER  communicated  to  the  House 
a  message  from  the  President  of  the  United  States; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

DISTRICT  BANKS. 
Mr.  CAMPBELL  moved  to  postpone  the  pre- 
vious orders,  so  as  to  lake  up  the  bill  to  renew 
the  charters  of  the  banks  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

'Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  called  for  the  yeas 
ani^nays. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  inquired  whether  it  was 
the  intention  of  the  gentleman  to  take  up  a  bill  in 


favor  of  corporations  in  preference  to  a  bill  re- 
lating to  the  rights  of  the  people  of  the  District? 

Mr.  WELLER  inquired  if  it  would  not  require 
a  vote  of  two  thirds  to  carry  it.' 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  it  would  not. 

Mr.  WELLER  remarked  that  it  was  a  ques- 
tion of  priority  of  business.  It  was  taking  up 
this  bill  in  preference  to  all  tliose  that  were  be- 
fore it.  . 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  if  the  gentleman  per- 
sisted in  his  objections,  he  could  require  the  ques- 
tion on  postponment  to  be  taken  on  each  bill 
separately;  but  the  motion  to  postpone^as  clear- 
ly in  order.  'The  Chair  would  however  remark 
that  it  would  take  no  more  time  to  pass  the  bills 
than  to  postpone  them. 

COMMITTEE  ENLAROEO. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  BROWN,  of  Indiana,  two 
additional  members  were  add^d  to  the  Committee 
on  Enrolled  Bills. 

BILLS  ON  speaker's  TABLE. 

Several  members  called  for  taking  up  the  bills 
in  their  regular  order. 

The  following  bills,  returned  with  amendments 
from  the  Senate,  where  then  taken  up,  and  the 
'amendments  concurred  in: 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  armed  occupation  of 
Florida; 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  certain  im- 
provements in  the  Territory  of  Florida; 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  issue  of  land  patents 
in district,  in  the  Territory  of  Florida; 

The  bill  making  ftppropriations  for  certain  im- 
provements in  the  Territory  of  Iowa;   ' 

The  bill  providing  for  the  erection  of  a  marina 
hospital  at  Key  West,  in  the  Territory  of  Flor- 
ida; and 

The  bill  to  establish  certain  post  routes  in  the 
Teiyitory  of  Florida; 

CLOSE  OF  DEBATE.. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Illinois,  offered  a  resolution 
to  terminate  debate  on  the  Cumberland  road  bill 
in  five  minutes  ofter  the  House  should  resolve 
itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and  moved 
the  previous  question.  ^ 

Mr.  HARDIN  rose  and  claimed  the  floor. 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that  the  motion  for 
the  previous  question  by  the  gentleman  from  Illi- 
nois had  precedence. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  moved  to  lay  the  resolution 
on  the  table. 

The  motion  was  decided  in  the  negative — yea* 
82,  nays  84;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Mesarfl.  Abbot.  Adams,  Anderson,  ArrlnKton, 
Atkinson,  BRrrinser,  Un.vl.v,  Belser,  Bentnn,  Bld!cck,  Jamee 
A.  Black,  Boyd,  Jeremiiili  IJrown,  Butlington,  Biirk?,  Biirt. 
Cnldwell,  C'amphrll,  Jrremiah  E.  Cnr.v,  Shepherd  (Jary, 
Citllii,  Rentien  Chapman,  Augustufi  A.  Chapman,  Clinch, 
dinf;man,Cobb, Oollainer,  Daniel,  Rlcltard  D.  Davis,  Dcl- 
let,  Dillingllam,  Drotlieoole,  Ellis,  Farlec,  Fisll,  French, 
Gojfgln.Byrain Green.  Hamlin,  Haralson,  Herrick,  Hotmep, 
Hopkins,  liouBlon,  ilubbell,  Hungerlbrd,  Jetiks,  GeorT>ti  . 
W.  Jonos,  Preston  Kln)^,  Lumpkin,  McConncIt,  Mclvaine, 
Moseley,  Newton,  Pnueri-on,  Payne,  Plicenlr,  PoUock, 
R.-ithlinn,  David  S.  Relil,  Uedins,  Klirtt,  Robinson,  Rodney, 
Ruiteell,  Saunders,  David  L.  Seymonr,  tiinions,  Himmon, 
Albert  »initlt,  Spence,  Stetson,  John  Stewart,  Strong,  Sum- 
mers, Sykes,  Taylor,  Wheaton,  Willianifl,  and  Woo<l- 
ward— 82. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Barnard,  BlackweU,  Bowlln,  Brlnker- 
hoir,  Milton  Brown,  William  J.  Brown,  Carroll,  Cautln, 
Chilton,  Cranston,  CulluiD,  Dana,  Garrett  Davis,  John  W. 
Davis,  Dawdini,  Dean.  Dcberry,  Dickey,  Douglas,  Dun- 
can, Elmer,  Flcklin,  Florenco,  Foot,  GIddings,  Grinnell, 
Grider,  Hardin,  Harpi.T,  Hnge,  llndson,  Wnslllnglim  Hunt, 
James  B.  Hunt,  Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  Periey  B.  Johnson, 
Andruw  Jolinson,  .Andrew  Kennedy,  Daniel  P.  King,  hu- 
cns,  Lyon,  Maclay,  Mnrsti,  McCauslen,  McCielland,  Mc- 
demand,' i^lcDnweli,  Joseph  Morris,  Morse,  Nes,  Owen, 
Peyton,  Emery  D.  Pouer,  Preston,  Relfr;,  Roberts,  Rock 
well,  lloger^f,  St.  John,  Sample,  Schenck,  Severance,  John 
T.  Smitli,  Thomas  Snilih,Caleh  B.  Smith,  Robert  Smith, 
Steenrod,  Andrew  Stewart,  Tlininasi"On,TibbattB,  1'ilden, 
Tucker,  Tyler.  Vance,  Vanmeter,  Vinton,  Wciier,  Wcnt- 
wortll,  Wcthcred,  Wlilto,  WlnUirop,  William  Wright, 
Jiweph  A.  Wright,  and  Yost— »1. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered. 

The  question  was  put  on  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution,  and  decided  in  the  aflirmalivc — yeas 
94,  nays  65. 

EXPENSES  OF  CONTESTANT. 

Mr.  NEWTOiV  begged  leave  to  introduce  a 
resolution  for  the  purpose  of  alio  wiii.g  to  Mr.  Gog- 
gin  his  expenses  while  contesting  the  scat  of  Mr. 
Gilmer,  of  Virginia. 

Objections  were  made  in  various  parts  of  ih-i 
House. 
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Mr.  FICKLIN  moved  a  suspension  of  therulcs 
for  the  purpose  of  gelling  in  ihe  resolution;  on 
wliicli  tlic  yeas  nnil  nnys  were  called  and  ordered; 
nnd  being  lalien,  resulted — yeas  88,  nnys  70. 

So,  there  being  less  than  a  mnjorily  of  two  thirds, 
the  rules  were  not  suspended. 

Mr.  S.MITH.of  Illinois,  moved  that  the  House 
resolve  iiself  into  the  Ciimmiltec  of  the  Whole  on 
the  slate  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  moved  that  the 
H<uise  d(»  now  adjourn,  [it  was  now  half  past  ten 
I'clocic;]  and  on  this  motion  the  yeas  nnd  nays 
were  called;  ruid  being  taken,  resulted — yeas  44, 
nnys  144. 

So  the  Hou.sc  refused  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  KING,  of  New  York,  said,  if  gentlemen 
would'neilher  attend  in  their  places  nor  adjourn, 
he  would  move  a  call  of  ihe  House. 

On  this  motion  the  yeas  and  nnys  were  called 
for,  and  ordered. 

Mr.  STEENUOD  protested  against  these  mo- 
tions for  the  purpose  of  obstructing  the  public 
business. 

The  vote  was  then  taken;  and  resulted — yeas 
83,  nays  127. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR,  of  New  York,  offered  a  res- 
olution that  the  i)ersons  employed  by  the  House 
be  paid  the  same  compensation  as  persons  in  sim- 
ilar employments  in  the  Senate  have  been  paid. 

Objections  being  made, 

Mr.  SEYMOUR,  of  New  York,  moved asus- 
pension  of  the  rules. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Illinois,  asked  if  it  was  in 
order  to  move  a  suspension  •f  the  rules  while  his 
motion  lo  suspend  the  rules  was  pending. 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that  the  motion  of  the 
gentlenian  tVom  Illinois  had  precedence. 

Mr.  NORRIS  moved  that  the  House  adjourn; 
which  motion  was  decided  in  the  negative — yeas 
74,  nays  J24. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  motion  to 'sus- 
pend the  rules  made  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Illinois, 

Mr.  KING,  of  New  Y6rk,  moved  a  call  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  STEENUOD  submitted  that  the  motion 
was  not  in  order — as  a  call  of  the  House  had  just 
been  in«vcd  and  refused  by  n  full  vole,  and  re- 
peated motions  had  been  made  to  adjourn  wilh- 
out  effect.  He  called  on  the  House  lo  sustain 
the  parliamentary  rule,  and  carry  on  the  busi- 
ness of  the  House. 

Tlie  SPEAKER  said  that  as  a  call  of  the 
House  had  just  been  refused,  and  as  there  was 
evidently  a  quorum  present,  his  opinion  was,  that 
a  motion  for  a  call  of  the  House  was  not  in  order. 

Mr.  BURKE  appealed  from  ihedecision  of  the 
Chair. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

The  yeas  nnd  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  McKAY,  from  the  committee  of  confer- 
ence, said  that  ihnt  committee  would  be  prepared 
to  report  on  the  Army  bill  as  soon  as  ihey  heard 
from  the  Senate,  which  must  first  act  on  the  re- 
poriof  the  committee. 

Mr.  STEENROD  moved  lo  lay  the  appeal  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  McCONNELL  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

ARMY  APPROPKIATION  DILL. 

A  message  being  received  from  the  Senate, 
staling  that  that  body  had'agreed  to  the  report  of 
the  committee  of  conference  on  the  Army  bill, 

Mr.  McKAY  moved  that  the  House  concur  in 
said  report. 

Objections  were  made  to  that  motion  by  sev- 
eral. 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that  it  was  not  in 
order. 

Mr.  McCONNELL  moved  an  adjournment; 
but  it  was  negatived. 

EXPENSES  OF  CONTESTANT. 

The  SPEAKER  then  slated  that  the  question 
recurred  on  themotionio  lay  the  appeal  from  the 
decision  of  the  Chair  on  the  tabic;  and  it  was  de- 
cided in  thenffirmnlive. 

The  question-  was  then  put  on  the  motion  to 
suspend  the  rules,  to  go  into  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  stale  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR,  of  Now  York,  called  for  the 


yeas  and  nays;  and  they  were  ordered;  and  being 
taken,  resulted — yeas  60,  nays  99;  as  follows: 

VE.\3 — Mcfprs.  Ashe,  Bowlin,  Drinkcrhofl",  Milton 
nrown,  VVilli.lin  J.  Brown,  Jeremiah  Brown,  Clrroll.  Au- 
gil.'^tua  A.  Chnpnian,  (Jhilton,  Ciincti,  Clintou,  Dawson, 
Dcnn,  Dicitey,  Dougl.is,  Ficklin,  Fish,  l-'lorencc,  Foot, 
Foslrr,  Il.irdin,  Harper.  Iloge,- Hudson,  VV^asliington  Huiir, 
Jaine^  U.  Hunt,  Perley  B.  Johnson,  Andrew  Johnson,  Lyon, 
IVfcOnusIen,  McClelland,  iMcClernand,  Mcllv.aine,  Joseph 
Morris,  Morse,  Moseley,  Murphy,  Owen,  Patterson,  Pey- 
ton, Phn;aix,  Pollock,  Elislm  U.  Potter,  Emery  O.  Potter, 
Roier.s,  Sehcnck,  John  T.  Pmilh,  Caleb  tl.  Pniltli,  Iloberl 
Sniit'i,  Stcenrod,  Sykes,  Tibhnlts,  Tilden,  Vance,  Vinton, 
Weller,  VV^enlwonh,  VVinthrop,  and  Joseph  A.  Wrigiit — 
CO. 

N.\  V'S — .^lessrs.  Adams,  Anderson,  .Arringlon,  Atkinson, 
Bnrringer,  Barnard,  Hayly,  Benton,  Bidlaek,  Edward  J. 
Black,  Jani'^s  A.  Black,  niafkwell,  Boyd,  Burke,  Hurt, 
Caldwell,  Cainplieli,  Jcrerniali  E.  C'ary,"  islicpherd  Cary, 
Catlin,  Causin,  Reuben  Cli.'ipman,  Ciiappell,  Cilngniau, 
Cobb,  Cuilom,  Dana,  Daniel,  Garrett  Davis,  Richard  D. 
Davis,  Dcllcl,  Dillin<;Iiani,  Drfnitsoole,  Elmer,  Farlee, 
rrench,  Go^gin,  Willis  Green,  Grinuell,  Hale,  llaiiilln, 
llamniett,  Haralson,  Herrick,  llolnies,  Hopkins,  Houston, 
II  uiigeriord,  Charles  J.  ln!>ersoll,  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll,  Jenks, 
George  W.  Jones,  Jolin  V.  Kennedy,  Presion  King,  Daniel 
P.  King,  Kirkpatrick,  Labranche,  Leonard,  Lucas,  Linnp- 
kin,  Maelay,  Marsh,  McCoiniell,  McKay,  Edward  J.  Mor- 
ris, Newton,  Norris,  Pannenter,  Payne,  Uulhbun,  Ciiarlca 
I  M.  Reed,  David  d.  Reid,  Reding,  Khcll,  Ritler,  Robinson, 
'  Rodney,  Si.  John,  Saunders,  Srverance,  David  L.  Sey- 
mour, Simons,  Slidell,  Albert  Smith.  Spence,  Stelson, 
John  Stewart,  Strong,  Summers,  Tavlor,  Tlion.pson, 
'Pucker,  Tyler,  Welhercd,  Whealon,  VVhile,  Williams, 
and  Woodward — 99. 

So  the  motion  was  negatived. 

BILLS  BECOME  LA1TS. 

The  President's  Private  Secretary  reported  a 
long  list  of  bills  which  Itad  received  the  Presi- 
dent's approval  and  signature. 

INDIAN  APPROPRIATION  BILL, 
On  motion  of  Mr.  McKAY,  the  House  insisted 
on  its  amendments  to  the  appropriation  bill  for 
the  Indian  department;  and  a  committee  of  con- 
ference was  appointed. 

ARMY  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  McKAY  made  a  report  from  the  commit- 
tee of  conference  on  the  Army  bill,  and  mox'cd 
that  thp  House  concur  in  the  report;  wjiich  was 
agreed  to. 

NAVY  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  PARMENTER  made  a  report  from  the 
committee  of  conference  on  the  Navy  appropria- 
tion bill. 

After  a  few  words  from  Messrs.  BLACK  of 
Georgia,  HALE,  nnd  SCHENCK,  the  previous 
queslioi^  was  moved ,  and  sustained  by  the  House. 

On  Ihe  queslion  of  concurrence  in  the  report  of 
the  committee  of  conference,  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  called  for,  but  not  ordered;  and  the  report 
was  then  concurred  in. 

CIVIL  AND  DIPLOMATIC  BILL. 

Mr.  McKAY  made  a  report  from  the  commit- 
tee of  conference  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  ap- 
propriation bill. 

The  question  recurring  on  agreeing  to  the  re- 
port of  the  committee, 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  inquired  of  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
whether  the  appropriation  to  purchase  the  bank- 
ing-house of  the  old  Bank  of  the  United  States 
was  one  of  those  under  consideration. 

Mr.  McKAY  said  it  was. 

Mr.  McCONNELL  called  for  the  reading  of 
the  report. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  said  that,  if  they  did  not 
purchase  this  building,  they  would  probably  have, 
in  a  few  years,  lo  build  a  custom-house  at  as  great 
a  cost  as  those  of  Boston  and  New  York.  This 
building  was  suited  for  the  purpose,  and  was 
admitted  on  all  hands  to  be  a  good  bargain.  The 
Government  had  now  to  pay  J5l,500a  year  rent 
for  a  post  office,  and  this  building  would  answer 
for  a  post  office  as  well  as  a  eustom-house. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  then  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays;  but  lliey  were  not  ordered. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  agreed  to. 

LAND  TITLES. 

Mr.  SLIDELL,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  to  which  had  been  recommitted  the 
bill  to  provide  for  the  adjustment  of  land  titles  in 
Arkansas, Louisiana, Mississippi,  nnd  Missouri, 
reported  .said  bill  with  certain  amendments,  made 
in  conformity  with  theiiistruclions  of  the  House; 
and  the  said  amendments  being  agn.'cd  to,  the  bill 
was  read  the  third  lime,  and  passed. 


adj 


FRANKING  PRITILEGE. 
Mr.  FISH,  from  the  select  committee  appointed 
to  inquire  whether  any  deputy  postmasters  bad 
violated  the  franking  privileges  of  members  of 
Congress,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  res- 
olution, that  so  much  of  the  regulations  of  the 
Post  Office  Department  as  provides  that  the  frank- 
ing nrivilege  of  members  of  Congress  could  be 
used  at  but  one  place  at  a  time,  and  so  much  of 
said  regulations  as  authorizes  the  deputy  post- 
masters to  disfigure  or  mutilate  the  franks  of 
members  of  Congress,  are  violations  of  the  laws 
and  of  their  franking  privileges;  which  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

RELIEF  OF  CONTRACTORS. 
Mr.  ATKINSON  moved  to  suspend  the  rules 
lo  go  into  the  Cnmmiitee  of  ihe  Whole,  for  the 
purpose  of  takin"  up  ihe  bill  for  the  relief  ofcerlain 
conlructors  of  the  Government;  whi,ch  rootioD 
was  negatived.  . 

SUPREME  COURT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VINTON,  the  bill  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States 
was  taken  up,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

BILLS  ON  THE  SPEAKER'S  TABLE. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  tlie  foUo'V- 
ing  bills  were  severally  concurred  in: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  Sands; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ferguson  &  Reed; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  FrazierandCSeor'* 
Tr.dgold; 

A  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Milljr,  a  Creek 
woman,  and  daughter  of  the  Prophet  Franciai 
and 

A  bill  respecting  the  northern  boundary  of  th« 
State  of  Missouri. 

The  bill  to  recharter  the  District  banks  vaa 
announced  by  the  Speaker  as  the  oext  bill  in 
order. 

Mr.  McCONNELL  moved  that  the  Uouai 
ourn. 

The  motion  was  disagreed  to. 

INDIAN  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  McKAY,  from  the  committee  of  confer- 
ence, made  a  report  on  the  Indian  appropriation 
bill;  which  was  agreed  to. 

DISTRICT  BANKS. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  insisted  on  proceeding  with 
the  bills  on  Ihe  Speaker's  table. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  District  banks 
bill  was  first  in  order. 

Mr.  McCONNELL  move  that  the  House  ad- 
journ; and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

The  motion  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  moved  to  postpone  llie  bank 
bill  for  one  hour,  in  order  to  go  on  with  the  bills 
on  the  Speaker's  table. 

Mr.  BOYD  moved  that  the  House  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  BRINKERHOFF  moved  a  call  of  th« 
House;  and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yens  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.- BOYD  moved  that  the  House  adjourn. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  ordered,  the  question 
was  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  64,  nays  82. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH  moved  a  call  of  the 
House. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  a  call  of  the  House 
had  been  moved,  and  Ihe  yeas  and  naysTirdered 
on  the  question. 

Mr.  McClelland  asked  if,  should  the 
rules  be  suspended,  it  would  be  competent  for  the 
House  to  acjt  on  private  bills  in  preference  to  the 
bank  bill. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  private  bills  would 
have  preference,  because  this  was  Saturday,  and 
one  of  tho  days  set  apart  for  the  consideration  of 
private  bills. 

Mr.  VANCE  said  that  it  was  not  Saturdav, 
but  Sunday,  (it  being  half  past  two  o'clock  In 
the  morning.) 

Mr.  B.iillNARD  appealed  from  the  decision  of 
the  Chair,  and  said  there  was  another  point  of 
order,  which  he  would  raise,  before  putting  the 
question  on  that. 

The  SPEAKER  said  he  would  entertain  but 
one  point  of  order  at  a  time. 

Mr.  BARNARD  said  there  was  another,  and 
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a  privileged  motion,  which  he  should  make;  and 
tliat  was,  that  the  Speaker  be  called  to  take  the 
chair. 

The  SPEAKER  said  he  would  entertain  no 
such  mntion. 

Mr.  BOYD  moved  that  the  House  do  now 
adjourn. 

Mr.  VANCE  called  for  the  yeaa  and  nays. 

Tift  yeos  and  nnys  were  orcfered, 

Mr.  CALDWELL  asked  if  itwoulJbeinorcTer 
to  move  a  call  of  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  would  not. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  motion  to 
adjourn;  and  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — 
yeas  74,  nnys  57;  and  at  half  past  three  o'clock, 

The  House  adjourned. 


The  following  pRtitionK,  presented  to-day,  were  banded 
to  the  rpporlern,  by  the  nieinbeni  presentitig  iheni : 

By  Mr.  MORRIS,  of  Pennsylvania:  Three  petitions  of 
citizen!*  of  PI)Jladelptila  county,  asking  an  extension  of  the 
uatiinillzation  law  toiweuty-one  years.  • 

By  Mr.  SMITH,  of  Pennsylvania:  The  pctlUon  of  citi- 
zens of  Philadetpnia,  praying  for  such  alteration  of  the 
naturalization  laws  as  will  require  a  residence  of  twenty- 
one  years  in  tJie  United  States  as  a  prerequisite  to  natural- 
ization. 

By  Mr.  OWF.N :  The  inemorlal  of  Peter  Miley  and  otbera, 
citizens  of  Indiana,  praying  that  Great  Britain  have  notice 
that  tlie  joint  occun:itlon  of  Oregon  shall  cease. 

By  Mr.  VVOODVVAUD :  The  resolutions  of  a  meeUng  of 
citizens  of  Slimier  district,  South  Carolina,  favorable  to 
the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United  States. 

By  Mr.  BURT:  The  resolutions  of  a  public  meeting  of 
the  citizeits  of  .•\bbeville  district,  Soutli  Carolina,  In  favor 
of  the  IminedLate  annexation  of  Texas,  and  against  the  tariff 
of  IM3. 

Sematk  Chaxber,  June  15, 1844. 

Messrs.  BL*tR  &  Rives  :  In  tlie  brief  sketch  which  your 
reporter  has  given  of  my  remarks  on  TInirsday  evening,  on 
the  proposition  to  pay  the  National  InsUtute  ®4,fl00,  "  for 
defraying  the  expenses  Incurred  by  it  in  taking  care  of  the 
public  property  and  collections  in  its  charge,"  he  has 
throiigi)out  entirely  mistaken  my  meaning.  I  objected  to 
that  appropriati'^n  bccatlse  it  would  establish  a  kind  of 
I»rtnership  between  the  Government  and  the  Institute, 
which  1  supposed  would  be  injurious  to  both  ;  and  also  be- 
cause the  allowance  of  so  large  a  sum  as  04,000,  not  for 
the  purchase  of  tlie  property,  as  your  reporter  lias  it,  but 
for  merely  taking  care  of  this  property  lor  a  single  year, 
w,-i8  extravagant.  It  w.is  In  this  connection  I  said  that, 
within  my  own  knowledge,  three  able  professors  who  con- 
ducted a  most  respectable  college  in  Die  interior  of  Penn- 
sylvania did  not,  all  together,  receive  more  than  S4/)00  In 
siilaries.  1  spoke,  as  I  fell,  in  the  most  respectful  terms  of 
Uie  National-  Institute  and  its  members. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

JAMES  BUCHANAN. 


IN  SENATE. 

Monday,  June  17,  1844. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SEVIER,  the  reading  of  the 
Journal  was  dispensed  with. 

EXTENSIO.V  OF  SESSION. 

Mr.  SEVIER  offered  ajoint  resolution  to  change 
the  hour  for  the  adjournment  of  Congress,  from 
twelve  o'clock  to  four;  which  was  adopted. 

PETITIONS,  ETC. 

Mr.  CHOATE  presented  a  petition  against  the 
annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United  States;  which 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  presented  the  joint  ren- 
oluiions  of  the  Legislature  of  Connecticut  on  the 
subjects  of  the  tariff,  the  annexation  of  Texas  to 
the  United  States,  and  the  French  spoliations 
prior  to  1800;  which  were  laid  on  the  table,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  IVJpREHEAD  presented  the  memorial  of 
a  large  number  of  the  citizsns  of  the  city  of 
Wasiiington,  remonstrating  against  the  bill  of  the 
House  for  the  regulation  of  mesne  process  and 
imprisonment  for  debt  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia; which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  a  memorial  from 
Philadelphia,  relative  to  a  reform  of  the  natural- 
ization laws;  which  was  la  d  on  the  table. 

PENSIONS  TO  WIDOWS. 

Mr.  BATES  moved  to  postpone  the  previous 
orders  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  House 
pension  bill,  (No.  7,)  with  a  view  of  commem- 
orating this  anniversary  of  the  battle  of  Bunker 
Hill,  (I7tli  June,)  by  doing  something  for  the  '\ 
widows  of  revolutionary  soldiers, -whose  hopes 
lind  been  deferred  by  the  failure  of  another  bill 
in  the  House,  action  on  which  was  now  out  of 
the  question. 

The   previous  orders   were   accordingly  sus- 


pended, and  the  bill  was  taken  up  for  considera- 
tion, as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BATES,  all  afier  the  enact- 
ing clause  was  stricken  out,  and  a  substitute  was 
inserted, in  which  provision  was  made  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  pensions  of  those  widows  for  four 
years  from  March,  1844. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  back;  the  amend- 
ments were  concurred  in,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grq^sed;  and  that  being  done,  the  bill  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMUITTEES. 

The  several  adverse  reports  of  standing  com- 
mittees, lying  on  the  table  for  the  action  of  the 
Senate,  were  taken  up;  and  the  reports  were  con- 
curred in. 

Mr.  BAGBY,  from  the  Committee  on  Territo- 
ries, reported  adversely  on  memorials  referred  to 
them. 

The  report  was  concurred  in. 

RECONSIDERATION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WRIGHT,  the  vote  aSopt- 
ing  thi  joint  resolution  suspending  the  adjourn- 
ment of  Congress  till  four  o'clock  was  reconsid- 
ered; and  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

MAPS  OF  EXPLORING  EXPEDITION. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  called  up  the  joint  resolution 
providing  that  the  use  of  the  plates  of  the  maps 
of  the  exploringexpedition  should  be  allowed  for 
the  public  benefit;  and  it  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed.  T 

COMMITTEES  DISCHARGED. 

Mr.  EVANS  rose  to  move  that  the  Committee 
on  Finance  should  be  discharged  from  the  consid- 
eration of  oil  matters  referred  to  it  and  not  reported 
upon;  but  before  putting  that  questior^  he  would, 
in  the  absence  of  any  other  business,  account  for 
the  fact  that  no  genefol  report  was  made  by  that 
committee  in  reference  to  communications  ondsug- 
gestionsfrom  theTreasury  Dcpartmentcallingfor 
the  action  of  Congress  in  relation  to  outstanding 
Treasury  notes,  and  the  portion  of  the  public  debt 
falling  due  on  the  Istof  January  next.  Thecom- 
mittce  hod  considered  all  this  maturely  in  connec- 
tion with  the  financial  condition  of  the  Government 
up  to  the  close  of  the  current  fiscal  year;  and  had 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  no  action  of  Congress 
was  necessary  this  session  on  the  subject,  as  the 
debt  to  be  paid  iti  January  next  would  be  amply 
provided  for  in  the  surplus  which  the  Treasury 
would  have  on  hand  at  that  time.  Mr.  E.  went 
into  a  minute  statistical  detail  of  the  condition  of 
the  finances,  stating  that  1843  and  1844  was  the 
first  year  of  the  new  tariff  in  which  its  effects  could 
fairly  be  tested,  and  that  the  result  had  exceeded 
even  his  most  sanguine  expectations.  The  sur- 
plus now  in  the  Treasury  was  upwards  of  five  and 
a  half  million;  which,  by  the  end  of  the  month, 
would  be  swelled  to  $7,000,000,  and  by  the  Ist  of 
January  to  $10,000,000;  so  that  the  portion  of  the 
pnblic  debt  then  falling,  due,  ($5,672,976,)  with 
$1,000,000  for  Treasury  notes  to  be  redeemed 
then  also,  and  $1,250,000  next  year,  making  in 
all  $8,000,000,  woultkleave  a  surplus  still  in  the 
Treasury  of  $2,000,000  after  the  1st  of  January 
next. 

The  basis  of  his  calculation  for  this  surplus  of 
$10,000,000  was  as  follows:  the  receipts  from 
customs  for  the  current  fiscal  year  amount  to 
$25,612,000 — that  is,  actual  receipts  of  eleven 
months,  ascertained,  $23,312,541;  and  the  present 
month,  estimated,  $2,300,000;  which,  with  the 
public  lands,  and  receipts  from  miscellaneous 
sources,  would  make  the  whole  income  of  the 
year  $37,673,000.  The  expenditures  of  eleven 
months  have  been$18,374,371,andfor  June  would 
be  $1,800,000;  making  $20,000,000  in  round  num- 
bers, and  leaving  a  surplus  of  $7,612,000  at  the 
end  of  the  current  fiscal  year.  He  estimated  the 
receipts  for  customs  for  the  half  year  from  1st 
July  to  1st  January  next,  nt  $14,000,000;  and 
from  other  sources  at  more  than  $3,750,000;  mak- 
ing in  all  $17,796,000.  U  to  this  be  added  the 
receipts  of  the  current  half  year,  (from  1st  Janu- 
ary, 1844,  to  1st  July,)  the  receipts  of  the  calen- 
dar year  will  be  $31,659,249;  and  allowing  for  the 
cxpen.ses  of  Congress  and  appropriations  not 
taken  into  account,  $1,500,000  more  for  the  com- 
ing half  year  than  for  this  hnlf  year,  the  expend- 
itures of  the  calendar  year  will  be  $21,760,529; 
which,  deducted  from  the  receipts,  will   leave 


nearly  $10,000,000  in  the  Treasury  to  meet  the 
portion  of  the  loan  then  payable,  and  the  'Treas- 
ury notes  falling  due,  altogether  amoirnting  to 
$8,00O,O0O,  as  before  stated;  showing  a  net  Bur« 
plus  of  $2,000,000,  instead  of  a  large  deficit. 

The  public  debt,  on  the  3d  of  July  last,  had 
been  returned  at  $35,265,000;  but  this  was  too 
much  by  $7,000,000,  because  $11,000,000  for 
Treasury  notes  had  been  included,  though  pro- 
visioii  was  made  for  the  transfer  of  $7,000,0(K)  to 
the  loan;  and  when  these  came  to  be  adjusted  in 
the  succeeding  month,  the  real  debt  was  only 
$2^565,127;  which  had  been  decreased  during 
the  last  year  to  $23,391,044.  After  the  surplus 
revenue  has  paid  off  the  debt  falling  due  in  Jan- 
uary, there  will  be  but  $15,333,333  outstanding — 
part  falling  due  in  1853,  and  part  in  1863;  so  that 
there  can  be  no  danger  of  any  embarrassment,  un- 
less some  disturbance  of  our  foreign  relations  was 
to  take  place,  which  he  did  not  apprehend.  Any 
disturbance,  however,  with  even  the  most  petty 
foreign  nation,  would  cause  a  derangement  of  all 
these  anticipations.  In  this  statement,  he  trustctl 
he  had  shown  that,  under  the  tariff  of  1842,  all 
bis  predictions  had  been  more  than  realized.  He 
referred  to  all  he  had  said  on  this  head  in  bia 
speech  in  reply  to  the  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina last  January.  In  short,  the  tariff  had  been 
so  productive  that  hewasbeginning  to  have  some 
apprehensions  that  there  would  he  rather  too 
much  surplus — a  thing  he  had  no  desire  to  see. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  said  he  rose  to  state  bis  con- 
currence in  the  report  made  by  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Finance;  but  not  for  the  same 
reasons.  Mr.  W.  believed  that  there  might  be 
money  enough  in  the  Treasury  on  the  Istof  Jan- 
uary next  to  pay  the  amount  of  debt  then  falling 
due.  He  did  not,  however,  think  there  would  bo 
a  balance  as  large  as  $10,0(K),000.  As  most  of  the 
Treasury  notes  out  were  on  large  interest,  their 
payment  was  not  likely  to  be  pressed;  and  hence, 
as  we  could  get  along  without  renewing  and  ex- 
tending the  other  loan  in  time  of  peace,  lie  trusted 
the  debt  soon  becoming  due  could  and  would  be 
entirely  extinguished. 

He  would  not,  at  this  late  hour,  detain  the  Sen- 
ate but  a  minute  longer  in  stating  why  he  did  not 
anticipate  so  large  a  balance.  "The  chief  reason 
was,  that  the  increase  in  our  revenue  from  cus- 
toms arose  from  a  great  change  in  the  markets, 
commerce,  and  industry  of  this  country  and  Eu- 
rope towards  \he  close  of  the  calendar  year  1843. 
It  sprang  froiil  the  opening  of  new  markets  in 
Asia,  and  in  the  increased  demand  everywhere  to 
supply  deficiencies  that  had  arisen  unifer  the  se- 
vere cleprcssions  of  business  that  had  continued 
for  some  years.  It  was  the  return  of  the  tide  in 
trade,  as  inevitable  as  the  laws  which  govern  the 
ocean  tides  themselves,  arisin"  from  the  great  laws 
of  commerce,  and  supply  and  demand,  and  by  no 
means  from  the  new  tariff  of  August,  1842,  as 
seemed  to  be  the  idea  of  the  chairman.  It  would 
change  and  fluctuate  according  to  those  laws.  If 
it  had  arisen  from  that  tariff,  then,  in  truth,  it 
might  continue  as  long  as  that  tariff  lasted,  and 
realize  all  the  sanguine  hopes  the  chairman  anti- 
cipated in  the  more  remote  future. 

But,  as  conclusive  proof  that  it  sprang  from 
other  causes,  and  would  diminish  or  wear  out, 
and  lead  to  other  revulsions,  with  the  change  in 
those  causes,  was  the  fact  that  the  increase  of 
revenue  did  not  begin  with  the  passage  of  the 
tariff  in  August,  1842;  nor  did  it  begin  with  the 
ensuing  quarter,  nor  ^cn  with  the  commence- 
ment of  the  ensuing  calendar  year,  1843;  nor  has 
it  at  all  been  cotemporaneous  with  it.  The  offi- 
cial records  before  us  all  show  that  the  augment- 
ation in  the  customs  never  commenced  during 
the  whole  twelve  months  after  the  new  tariff 
passed;  nay,  sir,  it  did  not  begin  till  the  close 
of  the  next  calendar  year  after — that  is,  in  the 
last  quarter  of  1843.  The  estimates  just  pre- 
sented by  the  chairman  demonstrate  all  this,  as 
they  arc  for  one  year — from  July,  1843,  and  again 
one  year,  from  July,  1844 — and  none  of  them  for 
the  first  year  after  the  new  tariff  took  effect. 
But,  if  the  chairman  was  right,  why  did  he  ob- 
ject on  a  former  occasion  to  a  reduction  of  the 
present  tariff,  when  it  was  yielding,  and  likely  to 
yield  pernionently,  $10,000,000  more  than  our 
necessary  expenses?  Why  continue  to  tax  the 
people  by  it  to  such  an  enormous  amount,  more 
than  would  be  required  foraii  economical  admin- 
istration of  the  Government?    It  was  his  duty. 
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and  ours,  on  his  reasoning;,  to  make  a  reduction 
without  delay. 

Not  in  dwell  on  this,  Mr.  W.  would  correctnn 
error  about  the  debit  and  credit  of  the  Government, 
and  tli^n  forbear  furiher  remark.  It  had  been 
said  in  a  high  qunrte'at  the  commencement  of 
this  session,  that  the  embarrassments  and  dis- 
credit of  the  Treasury  existed  in  March,  1841, 
and  had  been  cured  by  the  new  Administration. 
Now  he  appealed  to  the  official  documents  before 
us,  that  all  the  money  needed  before  March,  1841, 
was  promptly  obtained  at  six  per  cent.,  and  often 
less;  and  every  obligation  recognized  by  law  ffas 
promptly  paid. 

Every  Senator  within  sound  of  his  voice  knew 
it  was  not  till  after  the  large  additional  appropri- 
ations made  at  the  extra  session,  under  the  new 
Administration,  and  the  distribution  of  the  public 
lands  then  adopted  by  that  Adminislratibn,  that 
the  Treasury  became  unable  lo  meet  its  engage- 
ments, or  to  borrow  a  dollar  at  the  usual  rates  of 
interest,  and  that  its  Treasury  notes  became  de- 
preciated and  unredeemed  after  due. 

Nor  was  this  wretched  condition  remedied  till 
the  public  lands  were  taken  back,  and  new  means 
thus  furnished,  and  new  confidence  thus  in.spircd. 
And  the  whola  country  would  bear  witness  that 
those  most  zealously  engaged  in  accomplisliing 
this  desirable  restoration  of  publiccredit  were  the 
very  gentlemen  in  this  body  with  whom  he  was 
in  tlie  habit  of  cooperating  on  moat  public  mat- 
ters. 

Mr.  EVANS  did  not  desire  to  enter  into  dis- 
cussion on  political  causes  or  consequences;  he 
liad  merely  detailed  facts.  The  practical  result 
of  the  act  of  1842  and  the  present  condition  of  the 
finances  had  been  detailed  by  him  without  com- 
ment, as  a  mere  exhibit  of  the  financial  condition 
of  the  country  at  the  close  of  the  present  .session, 
and  with  a  view  of  accounting  for  the  absence  of 
any  report  in  relation  to  the  suggessions  of  the 
Treasury  Department.  He  moved  that  thecom- 
mittee  be  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  all  matters  referred  to  it,  not  reported 
upon. 

The  committee  was  accordingly  discharged. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WOODBli'IDGE,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  was  discharged  from  the 
consideration  of  all  inatter  referred  to  it  and  not 
reported  upon.  He  also  reported  a  bill,  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading, relat- 
ing to  certain  harbors.  , 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MILLER,  The  Committee 
on  the  District  of  Columbia  was  discharged  from 
the  furtherconsiderntion  of  all  matters  referred  to 
it  and  not  reported  upon. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  was  discharged  in  like 
manner  from  the  consideration  of  all  matters  re- 
ferred to  it  and  not  reported  upon. 

Mr.  BREESE  asked  if  the  Committe  on  Public 
Lands  had  been  discharged. 

The  PRESIDENT  replied  that  it  had. 

Mr.  BREESE  said  he  very  much  regretted  the 
committee  should  have  made  such  an  applica- 
tion, and  that  the  Senate  should  have  consented 
to  it,  inasmuch  as  a  bill  of  very  great  importance 
to  the  State  of  Illinois  had  passed  the  House  a 
few  days  since,  and  was  before  that  committee  for 
their  action,  the  subject-matter  of  the  bill  having 
been  before  the  Senate  committee  for  more  than  a 
month.  Hcalluded  tothe  bill  directing  the  Pres- 
ident to  sell  certain  mineral  lands  in  Illinois,  Wis- 
consin,and  Iowa.  He  had  been  unceasing  in  his 
efforts  to  get  the  bill  reported  to  the  Senate,  but 
he  had  been  refused;  lie  had  every  reason  to  ex- 
pect a  report;  it  was  a  measure  just  in  itself,  and 
should  be  adopted.  He  regretted  very  much  the 
committee  had  not  reported  the  bill  for  the  action 
of  the  Senate,  which  he  had  no  doubt  would  be 
favorable. 

JOINT  EULES  SUSPENDED. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  now  called  up  the  joint 
resolution,  relating  to  the  suspension  of  the  16th 
and  17th  Joint  rules. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  moved  to  amend  it,  so  as  to  ad- 
mit of  interchanging  all  bills  acted  upon  up  to 
half  past  eleven  o'clock. 

After  some  discussion,  the  amendment  was 
adopted. 

BENJAMIN  MURPUY. 
The  Oct  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Murphy, 
having  been  returned  from  the  House  with  amend- 


ments, was  taken  up,  and  the  amendments  were 
concurred  in. 

REPAYMENT  FOR  LANDS. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  WALKER,  the  bill  entitled 
"An  act  to  authorize  the  repayment  for  lands  sold 
by  the  United  States  without  authority  of  law, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  was  considered,  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

LAND  SALES  IN  MISSISSIPPI. 
On  motionof  Mr.  WALKER,  the  bill  from  the 
House,  entitled  "  All  act  to  legalize  the  sales  of 
certain  lands  made  at  the  Chocchuma  and  Colum- 
bus land  offices,  in  tlie  State  of  Mississippi,"  was 
taken  up,  considered,  and  passed. 

TREATY  WITH  PERU. 
On  motionof  Mr.  ARCHER,  the  bill  for  carry- 
ing into  effect  the  convention  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Republic  of  Peru,  concluded  at 
Lima,  March  17, 1841,  was  taken  up,  considered, 
read  .the  third  time,  and  passed. 

F.  A.  CARU. 
The  House  amendments  to  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  F.  A.  Carrwere  concurred  in. 

TOWNS  IN  WISCONSIN. 

On  motion  ofMr.  HENDERSON,  the  bill  from 
the  House,  supplementary  to  an  act  entitled  "An 
act  for  laying  off  the  towns  of  Fort  Madison  and 
Burlington,  in  the  county  of  Des  Moines,  and  the 
towns  of  Bellevue,  Dul^que,  and  Peru,  in  the 
county  of  Dubuque,  Terrilory  of  Wisconsin,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  approved  July  2,  1836,  and 
the  act  amendatory  thereto,  approved  March  3, 
1837,  was  taken  up,  considered,  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  CRJTTENDEN  moved  to  take  up  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Major  Thomas  Harrison;  which 
was  taken  up  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  BATES  hoped  not,  at  this  late  hour  of  the 
session,  as  the  bill  involved  a  principle  of  great 
importance.  The  bill  allows  a  pension  beyond 
the  maximum  allowed  by  law.  Mr.  B.  moved  to 
lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  decided  in  the 
negative. 

The  bill  having  been  debaied  by  Mr.  BATES 
in  opposition,  and  by  Mr.  CHOATE  in  its  favor, 
it  was  reported  to  the  Senotc. 

The  question  being,  "Shall  the  bill  be  ordered 
to  a  third  reading?" 

Mr.  BATES  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered;  and  being  taken,  resulted  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  29,  nays  14. 

The  bill  was  then   read  the  third   time,  and 


DISTRICT  BANKS. 

The  bill  for  the  recharter  of  the  District  banks 
having  been  returned  from  the  House  with  amend- 
ments providing  that  the  banks  shall  wind  up 
their  affairs, 

Mr.  MILLER  moved-  that  the  Senate  concur 
in  the  amendments  from  the  House. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  amendments 
were  concurred  in.  * 

IlETREXCUMENT  AND  REFORM. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ARCHER,  the  resolution 
he  offered  on  Saturday  to  print  twenty  thousand 
extra  copies  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Retrenchment,  was  taken  up  for  consideration. 

Mr.  WALKER  did  not  see  how  these  twenty 
thousand  copies  were  to  be  distributed  after  Con- 
gress adjourned.  If  this  must  be  printed,  he 
hoped  the  same  privilege  would  be  extended  to 
the  minority  report. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  suggested  that  the  number 
might  be  reduced  to  ten  thousand;  twenty  thou- 
sand of  each  would  be  a  very  large  number. 

Mr.  ARCHER  accepted  tlie  amendment  to  in- 
clude the  minority  report. 

The  resolution, as  modified,  was  then  adopted. 

EXTENSION  OF  SESSION. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  the  resolution  of- 
fered by  Mr.  SeviEH  in  the  morning,  relative  to 
changing  the  adjournment  of  Congress  from 
twelve  o'clock  to  four,  was  taken  up, amended  by 
substituting  two  o'clock,  adopted,  and  sent  to 
the  House. 

QUALITIES  OF  COAL. 

The  resolution  heretofore  submitted  by  Mr. 


Walkeh,  ordering  the  printing,  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate,  of  twenty  thousand  extra  copies  of  the 
report  of  Professor  Johnson  on  the  experiments 
made  by  him  to  test  the  qualities  of  coal,  wa«  taken 
up  and  adopted. 

EXTRA  COMPENSATION. 

The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  WHtTE,tlutt 
the  compensation  of  Robert  P.  Anderson,  mes- 
senger of  the  Senate,  be  three  dollars  per  day; 
that  Lewis  Sanders,  P.  Y.  Page,  Thomas  Clark, 
and  Benjamin  Owens,  be  allowed  the  same  pay 
and  compensation  as  messensers  of  the  Senate, 
to  commence  from  the  first 'day  of  the  present 
session,  was  taken  up  and  adopted. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr. 
Tappan,  was  taken  up  for  consideration: 

Rnolred,  That  there  be  paid  to  the  Chaplain  of  the  Sea- 
ate,  and  to  the  olficers  and  inrsjiriijfpre  In  the  Lttiniry  of 
Consress,  out  of  the  contingent  fuiidof  the  Senate,  sail 
under  the  direction  of  the  eommillee  to  audit  and  control 
the  ?aiiie.  the  ninountif,  re^peclively,  that  were  allowed  to 
them  at  the  long  Hessiou  of  the  last  Conpreu. 

The  resolution,  having  been  so  amended  at  to 
strike  out  the  extra  pay" to  the  officers  and  me»- 
sengers  in  the  library,  was  adopted. 

EXECUTIVE  SESSION. 
The  Senate  then,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  ARCH- 
ER, proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  executive 
business;  and  having  spent  some  lime  therein,  the 
doors  were  opened. 

RESOLUTION  OF  THANKS. 

The  time  determined  upon  for  the  close  of  the 
session  of  Congre.ss  having  nearly  arrived,  and 
Mr.  BATAno  being  in  the  chair, 

Mr.  WOODBURY  submitted  the  folio  wing  r«»- 
olution;  which  was  considered  by  unanimous  con- 
sent: 

Rrtolird  urumjmoiuly.  That  the  thanks  of  the  Senate  be 
presented  to  lion.  Willie  P.  Manocm  for  llie  ability  aorf 
iinpnrtlality  Willi  whicli  he  hut  dijch.irgol  Uie  duua  at 
President  pro  tcmyore  of  llio  Senate, 

The  resolution  was  passed  without  a  dissenting 
voice;  and,  after  an  interval  occupied  in  the  trans- 
action of  business. 

The  PRESIDENT;iro  UmjiOTt  (Mr.  Mancvm) 
resumed  the  chair,  and  being  informed  of  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution  in  his  absence,  made 
the  following  brief  address: 

Senators:  The  moment  of  separation  for  (his 
session  having  arrived,  you  will  indulge  rae  in 
occupying  a  part  of  this  moment  in  giving  ex- 
pression to  the  feelings  of  sensibility  and  of  grat- 
itude with  which  thevote  just  passed  in  my  regard 
has  so  deeply  impressed  me.  The  uniform  spirit 
of  kindness  and  courtesy  which  has  ever  been  a 
distinguishing  characteristic  of  the  Senate  of  the 
United  Slates  has  not  failed  to  imparl  to  the  indi- 
vidual who  has  had  the  honor  to  preside  over  its 
deliberations  a  feeling  of  confidence  that  his  acts 
would  be  viewed  with  kindness  and  forbearance. 
This  anticipation  has  not  only  been  realized 
through  the  tedious  and  sometimes  laborious  duties 
of  legislation,  but  there  is  now  superadded,  by 
so  generous  an  expression  of  satisfaction,  an  evi- 
dence of  friendly  feeling  which  shall  be  treasured 
in  memory  in  all  future  time.  In  turn,  I  maybe 
permitted  to  say  that  I  feel  deeply  sensible  that 
the  success  which  may  have  attended  my  endeav- 
ors to  perform  the  responsible  duties  of  presiding 
officer  with  impartiality  must  be  attributed  to  that 
.courtesy  whicli  belongs  peculiarly  to  this  body, 
and  to  that  dignity  of  decorum  whicl^Jias  ele- 
vated its  character  i<i  thcrankof  legislative  assem- 
blies of  the  world. 

Differingas  many  of  the  members  of  this  body  do 
in  politicalopinion,  there  is  lobe  seen  no  interrup- 
tion of  that  personal  courtesy  and  frieiidly  inter- 
course whicli  men  of  high  and  honorable  feeling 
may  entertain  for  each  oiher;  and  the  knowledge 
of  this  feeling  would  forbid  any  other  course  by 
the  presiding  officer  than  that  of  the  strictest  im- 
partiality in  his  administration  of  the  duties  of 
the  Chair.  In  the  desire  to  have  pursued  such  a 
course,  a  consciousness  has  been  felt  that  honor 
and  duty  and  justice  have  required  it  at  my  hands. 
It  is  true  that  the  duties  are  frequently  arduous, 
and  at  all  times  of  a  responsible  and  delicate  char- 
acter; and  although  entirely  unconscious  of  hav- 
ing, at  any  time,  done  any  act  calculated  lo  affect 
the  rights  or  the  feelings  of  any  individual  of  the 
body,  still  the  frailty  of  human  iiaturt!  is  such  as 
to  dictate  the  propriety  of  throwing  myself  on  (he 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1844. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


747 


I 


indulgence  of  llic  Senato,  rather  than  lay  claim 
to  an  (ixcmptiou  from  such  frailly.  However  this 
may  be,  I  cannot  disicuise  the  satisfaction  I  feel 
in  appealing  to  thai  silcnt*lnouitor  williin,  which 
bears  witness  to  o  determined  purpose  to  do  ex- 
act juslice  to  all,  as  far  as  pracliaible;  and,  while 
irielding  to  every  individual  a  full  measure  of 
latitude  and  fieeaom  of  action,  lo  maintain  what 
must  be  considered,  in  every  well-regulated  legis- 
ialive  assembly,  the  indispensable  powers  and 

Iireroffatives  of  the  Chair,  granted,  in  fact,  by  the 
)ody  Itself,  for  the  preservation  of  its  own  honor 
and  dignity. 

Senators,  permit  me  to  reiterate  the  feelings  of 
gratitude  I  eutenain  for  the  unanimous  expres- 
sion of  your  approval  of  my  course,  enhanced 
in  value  as  it  is  by  having  been  thrice  repeated; 
and  towards  each  member,  permit  me  to  avail 
myself  of  the  occasion  to  say  that  I  entertain  no 
other  feelings  than  those  of  respect  and  kindness,- 
and  beg  leave  to  express  my  most  earnest  wish 
for  the  continued  health  antl  happiness  of  every 
one  of  you;  and  that  on  the  return  of  each  mem- 
ber to  his  home,  he  will  have  the  pleasure  to  find 
nil  there  in  the  enjoyment  of  health  and  happi- 
ness, and  that  it  may  long  continue. 

(n  the  performance  of  my  oOicial  duty,  I  am 
now  to  pronounce  the  words  of  separation  for  this 
session,  by  adjourning  the  Senate  sine  die. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Monday,  June  17,  1844. 

The  House  met  at  ten  o'clock. 
Mr.  J.  R.  liVGERSOLL  moved  that  the  read- 
iri";  of  the  Journal  be  di.spensi^d  with. 
The  motion  was  agreed  lo. 

SUSPENSION  OF  JOINT  UUI-E. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  by 
Mr.  DiCKiNs,  their  Secretary,  slating  that  ihe 
Senate  had  adopted  a  resolution  suspending  the 
seventeenili joint  rnh',  which  proliibit-s  the  .send- 
ing of  any  bill  to  ihe  President  for  his  signature 
on  the  Just  day  of  llie  session,  and  asking  the 
concurrciiri:  of  the  House. 

Mr.  MclvAY  moved  to  take  up  that  me.ssage, 
and  to  amend  the  resolution  by  adding  a  provis- 
ion that  ihe  rule  shall  be  suspended,  so  far  only 
as  relates  to  bills  that  passed  on  Saturday  last. 
Mr.  McK.  llien  moved  the  previous  r[uesiioii. 

Mr.  CAUSIN  inquired  of  the  Speaker  whether 
a  suspension  of  this  rule  would  require  a  majority 
of  two-thirds. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  would  require  a  ma- 
jority only. 

Mr.  BARNARD  inquired  if  the  resolution  was 
the  first  business  in  order. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  the  regular  busi- 
ness was  the  calling  o*the  Stales  for  resoliitioiis; 
but  presuming  thai  that  busiiie.ss  was  iiol  desira- 
ble at  tnis  period  of  the  session,  he  did  not  an- 
nounce it.  If  that  business  wa.s  dispensed  with, 
the  resolution  would  be  the  fir.st  bu.siness  in  order. 

Mr.  BARNARD  said  the  point  he  wished  lo 
inquire  wa.-*,  whether  a  similar  resolution  woi.ld 
be  in  order  in  nlaiioii  to  any  other  bill,  without 
a  vote  of  two-thirds. 

The  SPEAKER  .said,  in  his  opinion,  it  would 
require  a  vole  of  two  thirds  to  pass  such  a  reso- 
lution. 

The  previous  question  was  then  seconded,  and, 
under  its  operation,  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

KXPENSKS  OF  COiVTESTANT. 

Mr.  CHAPMAN,  of  Virginia;  asked  leave  to 
make  a  report  from  the  Committee  of  Eleetions, 
concluding  with  a  resolution  to  pay  William  A. 
Goggin  his  per  diem  and  mileage  while  contesting 
the  election  of  Hon.  Thomas  W.  Gilmer. 

Objection  being  made, 

Mr.  CHAPMAN  moved  to  suspend  the  rules; 
and  the  yeas  and  nays  being  ordered,  lie  with- 
drew his  motion. 

E.XKCLITIVK  COMMUNICATIONS. 

The  SPEAKER  then  laid  before  the  House 
several  executive  cuininunications;  which  were 
laid  on  the  table. 

TRIVATB    niLUS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WHITE,  and  by  gi'neral 
consent,  the  House  agreed  to  proceed  with  the 
private  bills  on  the  Speaker's  table. 


The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  to 
amend  the  act  granting  half  pay  to  the  widows  of 
certain  revolutionary  soldiers  were  taken  up  and 
considered. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on 
the  table. 

The  motion  was  rejected. 

Mr.  McKAY  moved  (p  amend  the  bill  by 
striking  out  four  years  anil  inserting  one  year, 
for  the  duration  of  the  pensions. 

The  nmciulment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  WINTHROP  called  for  ihe  previous  ques- 
tion; which  being  seconded  by  the  House,  under 
the  operation  of  that  question  the  amendments  of 
the  Senate  were  agreed  to. 

The  SPEAKERsaidthenextbusinessin  order 
was  ihe  District  banks  bill. 

Mr.  WHITE  moved  to  suspend  the  rules,  to 
take  up  the  private  bills  on  the  Speaker's  table 
from  liic  Senate,  on  their  third  reading. 

Mr.  JOr>fES,  of  Tenncssuc,  asked  if  this  was 
noi  the  day  for  resolutions. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  it  was;  but  the  mo- 
lion  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr. 
White,]  being  for  the  suspension  of  the  rules, 
was  in  order. 

Mr,  BRINKERHOFF.  There  is  so  much 
noise  in  the  Hall  that  I  apprehend  the  question  is 
not  distinctly  heard.  I  wish  ihe  House  brought 
to  order,  and  ^hat  the  question  may  be  again 
stated. 

The  SPEAKER  brought  the  House  lo  order, 
and  then  put  the  question  on  suspending  the 
rules;  which  was  derided  in  the  affirmative — 
ayes  93,  noes  A6. 

The  rules  being  suspended,  the  following  bills 
were  taken  up,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed: 

A  bill  for  tile  relief  of  Benjamin  Murphy; 
•A  bill  for  the  relief  of  F.  A.  Kerr; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  do  Peystcr  and 
Henry  N.  Cruger; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  .Tolm  Atchison; 

A  bill  for  the  reli.'f  of  William  Heiison; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hiram  Murch; 

.A  bill  for  the  ri'lief  of  Joseph  Canipau; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Christopher 
Miller; 

A  bill  forthe  relief  of  William  McPherson;and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gi:orge  Harrison  and 
his  sureties. 

CUMDEKLASD  BOAD. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  moved  that  the  rules  be 
suspended,  logo  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  Cumberland  road  bill. 

The  motion  was  rejected. 

DISTRICT  liAXKS. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  appealed  to  the  House  to 
take  up  the  District  banks  bill;  which  was  first 
ill  order.  He  held  in  his  band  a  compromise, 
which  was  to  protect  the  rights  of  the  stockhold- 
ers, and  enabls  the  banks  lo  wind  up.  He  saw 
it  was  in  vain  to  ask  for  more  at  this  late  hour 
of  the  session;  and  if  gentlemen  would  only  hear 
ihe  proposition  he  was  about  to  offer,  he  was  con- 
fident there  would  be  no  objeciion  to  it.  Mr.  C. 
then  moved  to  amend  Ihc  bill  by  striking  mil  all 
after  the  enacting  clause,  and  inserting  what  he 
sent  up  In  the  Chair. 

The  Clerk  read  the  subslitute,  which  appeared  ' 
to  bi:  a  proviso  In  enable  ibe   banks  to  wind   up  ' 
their  affairs  and  recover  debts  due  to  them,  by 
auihorizing  the  bank  to  sue  and  prosvcule  judg- 
ments, &c. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to;  and  the  bill  w:is 
read  the  third  liiiH',  and  pas-sed.  Thetiih'  of  llie 
bill  was  changed,  so  as  to  read,  **  An  act  for  ihe 
benefit  of  ihe  sioi'kholdera  of  certain  banks  in  tlif: 
District  of  Columbia. 

.lOINT  IIULES  SUSPEXDKD. 

A  messagi;  was  received  from  the  Senate  an- 
nouncing the  concurrence  of  that  body  in  ihe  joint 
resolution  to  suspend  the  16th  and  ITlli  joint 
rules,  for  the  fuirpose  of  allowing  bills  lo  bt:  S"-nt 
from  one  body  to  the  other,  to  twelve  o'clock  this 
day. 

IlEPOltTS  KROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  A.  V.  BROWN,  by  general  consent,  made 
several  reports  from  the  Committee  on  Terriio- 
rii>s. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  presented  a  report  from  the 
Committee   ou  Indian  Affairs.     He    reported   a  [ 


bill  in  relation  to  the  administration  of  justice  in 
cases  of  crime  committed  in  the  Indian  country. 
WheUvAikansas  was  a  Territory,  the  judges  of 
that  district  had  jurisdiction  over  the  crimes  al- 
luded to;  but  since  that  Territory  became  a  State, 
an  alteration  of  the  law  became  neci;ssary;  and 
hence  the  bill  now  reported,  which  was  passed 
through  its  final  stages. 

■     HOOKS  TO  MEMDER8. 

Mr.  OWEN  moved'n  suspension  of  Ihc  rules, 
to  enable  him  to  offer  the  following  resolution: 

Ttesotre'f,  That  the  refolullnn  of  thl:*  IIoiHe  of  Ihc  Mlh 
lii^^t.itil.  for  iho  dUlrihution  of  books  n>  iiioinlter'*,  shall  not 
nutliorize  the  purctiaxe  of  nay  book.s  not  nlrendy  tlic  prop- 
erty of  this  House. 

The  resolution  was  rejected. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  stated  that  he  had 
asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  iVIr.  Owkn's  resolu- 
tion before  the  question  was  put. 

The  SPEAKER  said  ihe  confusion  in  the  Hall 
was  so  great  that  ii  was  impossibli;  for  him  to  hear 
the  calls  or  remarks  of  members. 

Mr.  HARALSON  staled  that  he  dislinctly 
heard  the  gcnileman  from  Teunes.see  call  for  the 
yeas  and  nays, and  hoped  they  would  begrantcd, 
as  many  gentlemen  had  voled  for  ihe  resolution 
under  a  false  impression  ihat  the  books  already 
belonged  to  the  House,  and  he  wished  to  record 
his  vote  in  ftivor  of  the  resolution  just  offered  by 
the  genileman  from  Indiana. 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that  the  call  was  too 
late.  , 

EXPENSES  OK  CONTESTANT. 

Mr.  CHAPMAN,  of  Virginia,  again  offered 
his  resiilulion  to  authorize  l4ie  payment  lo  Mr. 
Goggin  of  his  mileage  and  ;)cr(/if»n  while  contest- 
ing the  .seal  of  Mr.  Gilmer;  but  the  rules  were 
not  suspended  for  iis  recej>tion. 

CUJIBEKLAND  KOAD. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  movid  a  .suspension  of  the 
rules,  ihatpllie  House  miglil  go  iulo  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ihe  Whole  on  ihe  stale  of  the  Union,  his 
objeel  being  lo  take  up  the  Cnmberland  road  bill. 

Mr.  COBB  called  for  the  yeas  an.l  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and  being 
lakeii,  resulted — yeas  101,  nays  67. 

So  the  House  resolved  to  go  into  the  Committee 
of  ihe  Wholi!  on  ihc'  state  of  tl»:  Union ;  and  Mr. 
lIopKiN's  look  ihe  chair. 

Mr.  WHITE  moved  to  lake  up  the  pensioii 
bills. 

Mr.  COBB  moved  that  the  conimiilee  rise. 

The  commiltee  rose  accordiu»:ly,  and  reported 
that  the  commiltee  had  risen  without  having  had 
any  business  before  it. 

rUIILIC  STAIiLES. 

Mr.  HALE  offered  a  resolution   to  place  the 

Eublic  stables  under  the  supcrinieiidence  of  John 
ice  during  the  recess. 

The  resolution  was  the  usual  one;  but  it  was 
not  got  in. 

AD.IOUIINMENT  SINE  DIB. 

The  hour  for  the  adjounnenl  of  Congress  had 
now  arrived  wiihin  a  few  minnies,  and  great 
nnxiely  prevailed,  and  many  attempts  were  made 
to  jjet  m  resolutions. 

Mr.  PATTERSON  tried  ineffectually  to  get  in 
the  following: 

Wherelu  there  nre  Ftitiilry  ptitille  nnil  private  billn  of 
ureal  tinport-niee  tlnit  Coiigrei<c  oiejlit  not  lo  ifirfenltor  the 
wnitt  of  a  little  ino.-e  linie,  Involving  anatiiounloJ'fiicrilice 
of  both  public  tind  priV:Ll(?  Iiiti'rt>t.'),  whicli  no  privaleeou- 
sideniti<»li  ?'lioul<l  iiului'i-'  •  'I'lierefore, 

Be  it  Tcntreylf  That  (If  the  Senate  concnr  lljerrin)  the 
rciiohllioM  lixilis  Ihe  mljoiiriMlteiitof  e'oncrens  on  Moiulny, 
Ihe  ITih  inslaiit,  he  re.  eintli-d  ;  and  llial  th.;  Pri-.-ldrnl  of 
the  ^*enale  and  rip.-nker  of  the  House  of  Kepre«enintived 
rbue  the  present  ses.-;io:i  of  Cnnpresi*  liy  ;iiijotirnin<-iit  of 
their  reiip'^clive  Monies  ria  Tliur  day,  tlie  '20Ul  iliatilnl,  at 
twelve  o'cjoi'k  at  noon. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  calh  d  for  the  action  of  ihe 
House  on  a  joint  resolution  from  llie  Si-natc  to 
extend  the  hour  of  adjournment  to  Iwo  o'cluck. 

The  yeas  and  nays  werif  called  for  and  <»rdercil; 
and  while  they  were  being  taken,  ihe  clock  an- 
nounced the  arrival  of  ihi:  hour  of  twelve. 

The  SPEAKER  nrresied  the  call  of  the  veas 
and  nays,  and  annoinict-d  that  the  hour  fixed  by 
resolution  for  the  adjournment  of  Congress  had 
arrived;  and  then  (amidst  numerous  cries  of 
"Points  of  order!")  he  proclaimed  that  this 
House  Elands  adjourned  sine  die. 
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